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NEW AND GENERAL

BIOGRAPHICAL DICTIONARY,

P.

PAPPUS, an eminent philofopher of Alexandria, Is Tald by
Suldas to have flouriflied under the emperor Theodofms

the Great, who reigned from A. D. 379 to 395. His writings

Ihew him to have been confummate in the fcience of mathe-
matics. Many of his works are loft [a], and the greater part of
thofe that are extant continued long in manufcript. Of his

books of *< Mathematical Colle£lions," which are extant in
Greek, from the middle of the fecond to the end of the eighth
book, nothing had been publifhed, except fome " Lemmata'*
of the feventh book, by Marcus Meibomius, In his Dialogue
upon proportions, printed In 1655; the twelve 1 aft '* Propo-
fitions" of the fecond book, by Dr. Wallis, at the end of his

Arlftarchus Samlus, 1688, 8vo; part of the <* Preface" to the
feventh book, by David Gregory, In the Prolegomena to his

Euclid, 1703^ the entire " Preface," by Edmund Halley, before
his Apollonlus, 1706, 8vo. The third, fourth, fifth, fixth,

feventh, and eighth books of thefe Mathematical Colleftlonshad
only been publifhed In a Latin verfion made by Fr. Comman.-
dinus. Merfennus exhibited a kind of abridgement of them
in his Synopfis Mathematica, Paris, 1644, in 410: but this

cpntalns only fuch propofitions as could be uuderftood without
figures. At length, the whole works of Pappus were publifhed
at Bologna, in i66o, In folio, by Carolus ManolefGus, who
feems to have ufed all proper means to make his edition com-
plete and excellent : for he_tells us, that he Confulted and em-
ployed, as well thofe who excelled in the Greek tongue, as
thofe who were deep in mathematical knowledge; and it is

certain that, without an uncommon flcill in both, no good
edition of Pappus could be prepared.

[a] Fabric Bib! . Grcc. rol. vlil.

Voi.XII. B Suidas



s PARACELSUS.
Suidas relates, that Pappus wrote a " Commentary upom

" four books of Ptolemy's Magna Conflru£tio;" but what we
have remaining under his name, which may be found in the

Bafil edition of 1.538, is only a Commentary upon part of

the fifth book. - -"'

PAPYRIUS MASSON. See Masson.
PARABOSCO (GiROLAMo), an Italian comic writer, born

at Pkcentia, in the beginning of the fixteenth century, was an
author of forrte eminence in his time. His comedies have a

certain chara6ler of originality, which ftill, in fome degree,

fupports their credit. They are fix in number, and entitled,

I. ** La Notte." 2.. <* II Villuppo." 3. " I Contenti."

4. " L'Hermafrodito." 5. " II Pellegrino." 6. " II Ma-
rinaio." Of thefe, ** II Pellegrino" is in verfe, the reft arc

in profe. The beft edition is that of Giolito de' Ferrari, at

Venice, in 1560, in two fmall volumes, duodecimo. There is

alfo a volume of letters by him, entitled, '* Lettere Amorofc
di M. Girolamo Parabofco," printed by the fame Giolito, in

the year 1545. Thefe were republiflied in 1548, *' con alcune

Novelle e Rime." We have feen alfo, in catalogues, a volumfe

of ** Rime" alone, publifhed by Giolito at Venice, in 1547.
8vo. He compofed alfo, novels in the ftyle of Boccacioand,

Bandelli, which were publiflied at Venice in 1558, under the

title of *' I Diporti /li M, Girolamo Parabofco." This,

however, was not the earlieft edition; for the title fays, ** no-

vamente riftam.pati, et diligentiflimamente revilli." There are

editions alfo of 1586 and 1607. It confilh of three days, or
*' Giornate ;" the firft and fecond of which comprife fixteen

tales, and four curious quertions. The third contains feveral

*< Motti," or bon-mots, with a few madrigals, and other Ihort

poems. There is alfo a volume by him entitled, " Oracolo,"

the oracle, in 4to, publifhed at Venice, in 1551. In this the

aiithor gives anfvvers to twelve queftions propofed in the be-

ginning of the book ; which anfwers are given and varied

according to fome rules laid down in the preface [b]. It ap-

pears that Parabofco lived chiefly, if not entirely, at Venice,

as all his boo|cs were publifhed there. His " Diporti," or Sports^

open with a panegyric upon, that city.

PARACELSUS (Aureolus Philippus Theophrastus
Bombast de Hohenheim), a famous phyfician, was the fon

of Wilhelmu? Hohenheim, a learned man, and licentiate in

phyfic, though a {lender pra6^itioher,, but poffefTed of a noble

library, being himfelf the natural fon' of a mafter of the Teu-
tonic order. He was born in 1493, at a village called Binfidlen

In Switzerland; about two Germaii mile^ jfrom Zurich. At three

[b] Crefcitabeni. Hif^. 4ella,Vol^, Poe£ vol. i. lib. iii. cap. 25.

^1
.
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PARACELSUS. 5

years ofage he is faid to have been mutilated^ and made an eunuch,

by a fow: accordingly we always find him a bitter enemy to

women ; though his pifture, as taken from the life, reprefents

him with a beard. He was inflrudled by his father in phyfic and

furgery, wherein he made great proficiency ; but as he grew up,

he was captivated with the ihidy of alchemy, which occafioned

his father to put him under the care of Trithemius, abbot of

Spanheim, a man at that time of great fame. Having leariifed

many fecrets from Trithemius, he removed to Sigifmund Fag-

gerus of Schwatz, a famous German chemift; who at that

time, partly by his own induftry;^ and partly by a multitude

of fervants and operators retained for the purpofe, made daily

improvements in the art. And here he aflures us he learned

fpagyric operations effedlually ; after which he applied to all

the moft eminent mafters in the alchemical phil'ofophy, who
concealed nothing *from him, and from whom, as he himfelf

relates, he learned his fecrets.

,But not content with this, he vifited dl the univerfities of

Germany, Italy, France, and Spain, in order to learn phyfic;

and then he took a journey to Pruffia, Lithuania, Poland, Wa-
iachia, Tranfilvania, Croatia, Portugal, Illyria, and the oihe'r

countries of Europe, where he applied indiiferently to phy-
ficians, barbers, old women, conjurers, and chemifts, both

good and bad ; from all which he gladly picked up any thing

that might be ufeful, and then enlarged his flock of fure and
approved remedies. He alfo learned from Bafil Valentine's

writings, the doflrine of the three elements, which, conceal-

ing the author's name, he adopted as his own, and publifhed

under the appellation of ** Salt, Sulphur, and Mercury."
In the twentieth year of his age, making a vifit to the mines

in Germany, he travelled into Rufiia, where being taken pri-

foner on the frontiers by the Tartars, he wascarried beiore the

Cham, and afterwards fent with that prince's fon on an em-
balfy to Conftantinople ; where, in his twenty-eighth year, as

he tells us, he was let into the fecret of the philofopher's ftone.

He was alfo retained frequently as furgeon and phyfician to

armies, in battles, and fieges. He fet a high value on Hippo-
crates and the ancient phyficians ; but defpifed the fehohftic

doftors, and a;bove all the Arabs. He made great ufe of re-

medies prepared of mercury and opium, wherew^ith he cured

•the leprofy, venereal difeafe, itch, flight dropfies, and other

infirmities, which to the phyficians of thofe times (who were
ignorant of mercury, and afraid of opium, as cold in the fourth

degree) were utterly incurable.

By thefe cures he grew daily more celebrated, and more
daring, efpecially after recovering the famous printer Frobe-

liius of Bafil, whofc cafe appears to have been a violent pam
B z in



4 PARACELSUS.
in his heel, which upon Paracelfus's treatment removed into

his toes, To that the patient could never ftir them afterwards,

though he felt no pain, and in other refpecls grew well ; but

foon after died of an apoplexy. By this cure he became ac-

quainted with Erafraus, and was well efteemed by the magif-

tracy of Balil, who, giving him a plentiful falary, made him
profelTor in 1527. There he continued to teach philofophical

phytic two hours every day, fometimes in Latin, but more fre-

quently in German. He read leflures to explain his own
books, " De compofuionibus," *' De gradibus," et " De
Tartaro ;" which, according to Helmont, abounded in idle

drollery, and contained little folid fenfe. Here, in a folemn
manner featedin the chair, he burned the writings of Galen and
Avicenna, declaring to his audience that he would even confult

the devil if God would not aflift him ; and this is agreeable to

his exprefs declaration in feveral places of his works, that no
one need fcruple confulting the devil to get fecrets of phyfic

out of him. He had many difciples, with whom he lived in

great intimacy. Three or thefe he maintained in diet and

clothes, and inflru£led in feveral fecrets; though they after-

wards ungratefully deferted their inafter, and even wrote fcan-

dalous things of him, adminiftring with much indifcretion the

medicines he had taught them, to the great difadvantage of tbofc

who employed them. He alfo retained furgeons and barbers

in his family, to whom he communicated ufeful fecrets ; but

all of them left him foon after, and turned his enemies. His
only faithful difciples were the do6lors Peter, Cornelius, An-
drew, Urfmus, the licentiate Pangratius, and Mr. Raphael,

whom he fpeaks of with commendation.
During his two years refidence in this city, he cured a noble

canon of Liechtemfels, who had been given over by the phy-
ficians, of a violent pain in his ifomach, with only three pills

of his laudanum. The fick canon had promifed him 100
French crowns for the cure ; but finding it fo eafily eft'edled,

refufed to pay, alledging with a jeft, that Paracelfas had
given him but three moufe-turds. Upon this the phyfician

cited his patient before a court of juftice; where a judge, not

confidering fo much the excellence of the art, as the quantity

of labour and coil, decreed him only a trifling gratification.

With this Paracelfus was fo exafperated, that^ loading them
with reproaches of ignorance and injuftice, he rendered him-
felf in Ibme meafure guilty of treafon, and thus thought beft

to quit the court, and make halle home ; from whence, by
the advice of his friends, he privately withdrew out of the

city, leaving his whole chemical apparatus to John Oporinus.

Atter this he continued rambling two years through the neigh-

bouring parts of Alfatia, accompanied by Oporinus; and ia

the.



PARACELSUS. 5

tfie courfe of a clifTolute life, wrought many extraordinary

cures, as we find related by Zwinger, who lived at the iame"

time at Bafil, and often heard the account from Oporinus

himfelf[c].

It happened one evening that Paraeelfus was called upon"

to vifit a countryman dangeroufly ill near Colmar in Alface;

but, being fet in for a drinking-bout [d] with ordinary com-.

pany, he deferred vifiting the patient till next morning ; when
entering the houfe with a furious look, he afked if the fick

perfon had taken any phyfic ? as intending to adminiftcr fome

of his laudanum. l"he by-ftanders anfwered, that he had taken

nothing but the facrament, as being at the point of 'eath ; at

which Paraeelfus in a rage replied, " If he has had recourfe

to another phyfician, he has no occafion for me," and ran

immediately out of door?. Oporinus, (truck w.th this piece of

impiety, bid Paraeelfus the laft adieu; fearing left the barbarity

of his otherwife beloved mafter fhould fome time fall on his own
head.

From this time he continued wandering from place to place,

always intoxicated, and never changing his clothes, nor fo

much as going into bed. In Sept. 1541, being taken ill at a
public inn at Saltfburg, he died after a few days ficknefs, in his

forty-eighth year; though he had promifed himfelf, that, by the

ufe of his elixir, he fhould live to the age of Methufalem.

He was buried in the hofpital of St. Sebaftian at Saltfburg,

with an epitaph inferted below [e].

It is probable, that the bulk of the pieces publifhed in his

works are not his, but that his followers chofe to ufher in their

performances under his name. In effeif, they are fo many,
and fo different from each other, that it is next to impoflible

they fhould all come from the fame hand; yet, befides the

three books already mentioned, upon which he ledured in

public, there are fome others which feem to be genuine, whofe
titles are therefore inferted below [fI.

With

[c] This Oporinus, who had been for wife, and quitting Paraeelfus, returned to -

fo*ne time his f^rvant and amanuenfij, was Bafil. . .

a perfon of much learning, well (killed in [d] He was much addifted to drunk-

Greek and Latin ; who, pofll-ffed with ennefs. Walteius tells us, tKar when be

the vainexpeftationofaitainif.g hisfecrets, was in his cups, which often happ«ied,i

left his Own family, and travelled with he would threaten to ^farpmon a million of
,

him for two whole years, without learning fouls, in order to^ ftiew his power over

anjf one thing; till wearied out, he grew them. . ^ - I . '

[e] Conditur hie Philippus Theophraftus,

In^ignis medicinae dodlor, ijui dira ilia valncra,)

Leprarn, podagram, hydropifim, aliaque inianabilia

Corporis contagia mirifica arte fuftulit

;

Ac bona fua in pauperes diftribuendo coUocandoque honoravlt.

[f] Thefe are, " De Pefte ;" " De " Archidoxa Medicins j" " De ortu re-

mineralibuS j*' •* De vita longa," and the rum naturalium j" <' De trans formatione

R o return
, .) ^ ^



k PARACELSUS.
With refpe^l to his merit as to medicine and alchemy, it

murt be owned that an arrogant alTuming air infedled all his

"writings, as well as his a£tions. It was common with him
to promife mighty things, with complete allurance, upon (lender

and inadequate grounds. A ftrong inllance of his weaknefs in

this kind, is his undertaking, by the mere ufe of an elixir, to

prolong a man's life to the age of Methufalem, and delibe-

rating with himfelf to what period he fhould protraft his own.
With the fame vanity he afferts that he knew the univerfal me-
dicine, and the body of chemills of his own times, compli-
mented him by receiving his aflTertions^ but what eifeftually

overthro'vvs his pretenfions to fuch a remedy, is, that he died

himfelt at an immature age.

His real merit confided, i. In being well flcilled in furgery,

and pradlifing it with great fuccefs. 2. In underftanding the

common practice of phyfic as well as his contemporaries. 3.

In being alone mailer of the powers, preparations, and ufes of
metals. 4. In having the ufe of opium to himfelf, and work-
ing wonderful cures thereby ; and, 5. In being well acquainted

with the virtues of mercury, in an age in which perhaps only
he and Carpus knew any thing of the matter. As to his being
polTelTed of the philofopher's flone, there will now be no proofs

required to contradift that vain pretence.

The fyftem of Paracelfus was fomewhat fo uncommon and
extravagant, that we muft not conceal it from the reader.

His firft principle is the analogy which he fuppofes between
the great world and the little world, or the body of man. In
man, for inftance, he difcovers the motions of the ftars, the

nature of the earth, water, and air, all vegetables and mine-
rals, ^11 the conftellations, and the four winds. He aiferts

that a phyfician ought to know what in man is called the dra-

gon's tail, the ram, the polar axis, the meridian, the rifing

and fetting of the fun ; and if he is ignorant of thefe things,

fays our author, he is good for nothing. From the fame au-
thor alfo and his followers, fprings the opinion of a pretended
and imaginary agreement between the principal parts of a

man's body with the planets ; as, of the heart with the fun,

of the brain with the moon, of the fpleen with Saturn, of the

Jungs with Mercury, of the kidneys and fecrets with Venus,
of the liver with Jupiter, and the gall with Mars; and that

there are alfo feven metals or minerals which agree with thefe

feven planets. Paracelfus alfo affures us, that in our Limbus,
v.

rerumnaturalium;" "Deyitarerumnatu- Geneva, in 1658, in three volj. folio,

ralium." The reft are fpurious, efpecially This is the moft complete edition; befides,

the « Theological Works." In furgery there is another edition at Bafil, 1589, in
two books, one entitled, " The Great 12 vols. 4to, which fome efteemthebeft;
Surgery,** and the other, " The Small and there is likewife another edition at

Jurgery.'' Jjis works were printed at Francfort, in iz vols. 4to.

V that



PARACELSUS.. f

that Is, the human body, arc the heavens, the earth, and the

properties of all animals; and he alfo alferts, that a true phyr

lician murt be able to fay, *' This is a fapphira in the body of

man, this mercury, this a cyprefs, and this a wall-flower.'

He eflablifhed a relation between difeafes and plants. Ho
maintains a prima materia, or firft matter, whence fpring,

among other things, the feeds of vegetables, animals, and mi*

nerals ; and that generation is only the exit of each feed from

darknefs to light, in which they lay in the firft matter. Be--

fides the four ordinary elements, fire, air, earth, and water,

and three principles, fait, fulphur, and mercury, he thought

there was in all natural bodies fomething of a celeftial nature,

which he calls quinteirence, and which he defcribes thus;
** The quintelTence is a fubitance which is corporeally drawa
from all bodies that increafe, and from every thing that ha*

life; and this fubftance is difengaged from all impurity and

mortality ; it is of the higheft Aibtiliiy, and feparated from all

the elements." He adds, that " this quintefft-nce is not of a

different nature from the elements, bccaufe it is of itfelf an

element." He calls it alfo by the feveral names of the philo-

fophical tinfture, or philofopher's ftone, the flower, the fun,

heaven, and asthereal fpirit. *' This medicine," fays he, " is

an invifible fire, which devours all difeafes." However, as

this quinteffence was, he acknowledges, very rare, he found

hirafelf under a neceffity of feeking for particular remedies.

In order to difcover which, one of the means is to obferve the

fignature of things. Thus, for inftance, he maintained that

Euphrafia bears a mark, which indicates its virtues for dif-

orders of the eyes, and this mark is a fmall black figure within

the flower, which, he faid, reprefents the cye-ball ; yet he de-

pended chiefly upon metallic medicines, and even required that

animal and vegetable fubftances fhould be chemically prepared,

as necefl'ary to extradl the poifonous quality naturally in them.

He alfo believed that certain words and chara6lers engraved

on ftones could cum fome particular difeafes, which would not

yield to any other remedies: and he maintained that a phyfician

might have recourfe to magic for the cure of difeafes. It ex-

ceeds the bounds of this defign to run out into a defcription of

the eflency, the magifteries, the elixirs, and other important

fecrets, which Paracelfus called *' Magnalia Dei," as the

quinteflence, the azeth, and his laudanum. His forgery feems

to have been more efteemed than it deferved. Upon the whole,

in reading Paracelfus's works, it is eafy to obferve that he had

a heated and difordered imagination, full of the crudeft notions j

whence, it is no wonder that he gave into aftrology, geomancy,

chiromancy, and the cabala, which were extremely popular in

thofe ignorant ages. He fays cxprefsly that medicine muft be

£ 4 joined



% PAR DIES.

joined to magic, or it cannot be fuccefsful ; by which he does

not mean natural magic only, but declares that no one needs

Icruple getting certain fecrets of phyfic from the devil ; and
boafts of holding a converfation with Galen and Avicenna at the

gates of hell. In a word, he ufed all poUible means to per-

luade the world that he was a real magician, fo that if he has

failed in the attempt, it was his misfortune. He did indeed

perfuade many, but the truer opinion is, that he was rather

an impoftor than a conjuror. Among the bad things that his

works contain, there are, however, fome which are good, and
contributed to the improvement, of phyfic. He was neither

learned in the languages nor in philofophy ; he had but little

erudition ; he fays himfelf that his library did not contain ten

pages, and that he pafled ten years without reading a book.

PARADIN (William), a French hiftorian, a laborious

writer of the fixteenth century, was ftill living in 1581, and

was then turned fourfcore. He was the author of many works,

among which the following are remarkable, i. ** The Hiftory

of Ariftseus, refpefling the verfion of the Pentateuch," 4to.

2. ** Hiftoria fui temporis," written in Latin, but befl known
by a French verfion which was publifhed in 1558. 3. ** An-
nales de Bourgogne," folio, 1566. This hiftory, by no means
well-digefted, begins at 378, and ends in 1482. 4. " De mo-
jibus Galliae, Hiftoria," 4to. 5. ** Memoires de I'Hiftoire de

Lyon," folio, 1625. 6. " De rebus in Belgio, anno 1543
geftis," 8vo, 1543. 7. " La Chronique de Savoie," folio,

1602. 8. ** Hiftoria Galliae, a Francifci I. coronatione ad

annum 1550." 9. *' Hiftoria Ecclefiae Gallicanje." io.**Me-
moralia infignium Franciae Familiarum." He was an eccle-

fiaftic, and became dean of Beaujeu.

PARDIES (Ignatius Gaston), a French Jefuit, was the

fon of a counfellor in the parliament of Paris, where he had

his birth in 1636. Having pafted through the firft part of his

ftudies, he entered into the order of the Jefuits in 1652. He
taught polite literature feveral years, and in that time produced

many fmall eflays, both in profe and verfe, with a diftinguiftied

delicacy of thought and ftyle : but, as his genius and inclination

led him more to the fpeculative fciences, he cultivated the

belles lettres only to enable him to write in a good ftyle upon
thofe fciences. His particular ftudy was to form a neat and
concife expreflion, in which he had the happinefs to liicceed;

for, except fome few words bordering upon the provincial, his

difcourfe is elegant and perfpicuous, and his diftion pure. At
length he devoted himfelf entirely to mathematics and natural

philofophy, and read all the authors, both ancient ^nd modern,
in thofe fciences ; fo that he made himfelf mafter of the Peri-

pateticj
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patetic, as well as Carfefian philofophy in a fhort time, and
taught both with great reputation.

Notwithftanding he embraced Cartefianifm, yet he affeded

to be rather an inventor, than a difciple of Des Cartes. With
this ambition he fometimes advanced very bold opinions in na-
tural philofophy, which met with oppofers, who charged him
with ilarting abfurdities ; but he had wit enough to give his

notions a plaufible turn, fo as apparently to clear them from
contradidlions. He taught alfo mathematics in fome places,

and at laft at Paris. He had from his youth a happy genius for

that fcience, and made a great progrefs in it by application.

The glory which he acquired by his works raifed the higheft

cxpedations of him, which were all cut ILort by death. In

1673, he received an order from his fuperiors to preach to,

and confefs the poor people of the Bicetre, in the Eafter holi-

days. There was then fomething malignant in the air of that

place, which had produced various diforders among thefe poor
creatures; and whether it was owing to contagion or fatigue,

or both, Pardies returned to Paris feized by a mortal diforder,

and adlually died, aged only thirty-feven. The following are
the titles of fome of his works: i. *' Horologium Thaumau-
ticum duplex, 1662," 4to. 2. *' Dilfertatio de motu et natura
cometarum, 1665," 8vo. 3. ** Difcourfe du mouvement local,

1670," i2mo. 4. *' Elemens de geometrie, 1670," i2mo.
This has been tranflated into feveral languages. 5. " Difcours
de la connoilfance des betes, 1672," i2rao. Niceron obferves,

that this piece made the author pafs among the Peripatetics for

a prevaricator; and he was in reality a Cartefian, although he
affected here to refute Cartefianifm. 6. ** Lettre d'un philo-

fqphe a un Cartefien de fes amis, 1672," i2mo. 7. " La
Statique, ou la Science des forces mouvantes, 1673," i^mo.
8. " Defcription et explication de deux machines propres a
faire des cadrans avec unegrande facilite, 1673," i2mo. Part
of his works were printed together, at Lyons, 1725, i2mo.
This author had a difpute alfo with fir Ifaac Newton, about his
** New Theory of Light and Colours," in 1672. His letters

are inferted in Phil. Tranf. for that year.

PARE' (Ambrose), a celebrated French furgeon, born at

Laval, in the fixteenth century ; was furgeon to Henry H.
Francis 11. Charles IX. and Henry HL Ashe was a Pro-
teftant, he would have been involved in the malfacre of St.

Bartholomew, had not the king himfeif, who fo cruelly facri-

jficed multitudes of his fubjedls, ihut him up in his own room,
laying, that *< it was not right for a man fo ufeful to the
world to periih in fuch a manner." Pare wrote feveral trea-

tifes in French, which were tranflated into Latin by Jacques
Cuillemeau, The colle6ti<3n of thefe treatifes has gone through

feveral
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fevcral editions ; the befl is that of 1614, Paris, folio. Pare

died in December 1590, at an advanced age, having enjoyed

confiderable reptitation, both as a phyfitian and as a man.
PARE' (David), a celebrated divine of the reformed reli-

gion, was born in 1548, at Francolftein in Silefia, and put to

the grammar fchool there, apparently with a defign to breed

him to learning ; but his father marrying a fecond time, this

flep-mother prevailed with him to put his (on apprentice to an
apothecary at Breflau ; and not content with that, he was taken

thence, and at her inftigation bound to a ihoe-maker. He was
not, howe\'er, long abaiidoned to the ihameful ufage of a ftep-

mother; his deftiny ordained better things for him: and many
years had not paffed, when his father refumed his firft defign.

David w's not abelvc. fixtcen, when he was fent to the col-

lege fchool of Hermfberg, in the neighbourhood of Francol-

ftein, to profecute his fhidies under Chriftopher Schilling, a

man of confiderable learning, who was reflor of the college.

It was cuftomary in thofe times for young (Indents, who de-

voted themfelvcs to literature, to aflTume a great name, inftead

of that of theirfamily. Schilling was a great admirer of this

cuftom, and eafily perfuaded his fcholar to change his German
name of Wangler for the Greek one of Pareus, or Pare ; both

derived from a cheek, in the dilferent languages. Yoimg Pare, for

fo we muft now call him, had not lived above three months at

his father's expence, when he provided for his own fupport,

partly by means of a tutorfhip in the family, and partly by the

bounty of Albertus Kindler, one of the principal men of the

place. He lodged in this gentleman's houfe, and wrote an
** Epicedium" upon the death of his eldeft fon, which fo highly

pleafed the father, that he not only gave him a gratuity for it,

but encouraged him to cultivate his genius
j
giving him proper

fubjefts, and rewarding him handfomely for every poem which
he prefented to him.

Meanwhile, his mafler, not content with making him change
his furname, made him alfo change his religious creed, with
regard to the doctrine of the real prefence ; turning him from
a Lutheran to a Sacramentarian, as he alfo did the reft of his

fcholars. This affair brought both mafter and fcholar into a

great deal of trouble. The firft was driven from his fchool,

and the latter was near being difinherited by his father ; and it

was not without the greatelt difficulty, that he obtained his

confent to go into the Palatinate, notwithftanding he ufed an

argument which is generally very prevailing, that he would
fiuifti his ftudies there without any expence to his family. As
foon as he was at liberty, he followed his mafter, who had been

invited by the eledlor Frederic HI. to be principal of his new
college at Araberg. The allowance Pare's father gave him for
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his journey was fo fcanty, that he was obliged to beg on the

road. He arrived at Amberg in 1566, and was Tent foon after

with ten of his fchool-fellows to Heidelberg, w here Zachary

Urfin was profeflbr of divinity, and redor of the college of

Wifdom. The iiniverfity was at that time in a moft flourifh.

ing condition, with regard to every one of the faciilt"es; fo

that Pare had here all the advantages that could be defired, for

making the moft confiderable proficiency, both in the learned

languai^es, and in philofophy and divinity. He was received-

a miniUer in 1571, and in May that year fent to exercife his

fundion in a village called Schlettenbach. This was a difficult

cure, on account of the contefts then fubfifting between the

Proteftants and Papifts. The eleftor Palatine his patron, had

afferted his claim by main force againlt the bilhop of Spire,

who maintained, thafthe right of nomination to the livings in

the corporation of Alfefted was veiled in his chapter. The
eledor allowed it, but with this referve, that fince he had the

right of patronagp, the nominators were obliged, by th« peace

ot PalTaw, to pr^efent paftors to him whofe religion he ap-

proved. By virtue of this right, he eftablilhed the reformed

religion in that corporation, and fent Pare into the province of

Schlettenbach. The Papifts fhut the doors againlthim; but

they were broken open, and the images and altars pulled down:

yet after all he could get nobody to clear away the rubbifh.

He was, however, on the point of being married there before

winter, when he was called back to teach the third clafs at

Heidelberg. He acquit«-ed himfelf fo well in that charge, that

in two years time he wus promoted to the fecond clafs; but he

did not hold this above fix months, being made firft paftor of

Hemfbach, in the diocefe of Worms. Here he met with a

much more tradable congregation than that of Schlettenbach ;

for, when the ele6lor Palatine, as patron of the parifli, refolved

to reform it, and caufed the church doors to be broke open.

Pare took care to have all the images taken down, and had them

burnt with the people's confent. Thus h ippily fituated, he

foon refolved to be a lodger in a public-houfe no longer; and

in order to obtain a more agreeable home, he engaged in the

matrimonial ftate four months after his arrival, with the fitter of

John Stibelius, minifter of Heppenheim ; and the nuptials

were folemnized Jan. the 5th, 1574, publicly, in the church

of Hemfbach, an objecl which had never been beheld before in

that parifti. The people, however, were eafily reconciled to the

new pradlice, when they came to know what St. Paul teaches

concerning the marriage of a biftiop [g]. Yet fuch was the

Vnhappy ftate of this country, rent by the continual contefts

Tg] iTim. iii. a. and Titus i. 17.

about
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about religion, that no fooner was Popery, the common enemy-

rooted out, than new diflurbances arofe, through the contells

and animofities between the Lutherans and Calvinifts, who
fliould have been friends. After the death of the eledlor Fre-

deric III. his fon Louis, who was a very zealous Lutheran,

eftablifhed every where in his dominions thofe minifters, in the

room of the Sacramentarians. By thefe means Pare loft his

living at Hemft)ach in 1577 ; on which occafion he retired

into the territories of prince John of Cafimir, the elector's

brother. Here he was minifter at Ogerfheim, near Franken-

talc, three years, and then removed to Witrengen near Neuftad

;

at which laft place prince Cafimir, in 1578, had founded

a fchool, and fettled there all the profeflfors that had been

driven from Heidelberg. This rendered Witzingen much more
agreeable, as well as advantageous; and, upon the death of

the eledlor Louis, in 15B3, the guardianfhip of his fon, toge-

ther with the admini^ration of the palatinate, devolved upon
prince Cafimir ; who reftored the Calvinift minifters, and Pare

obtained the fecond chair in the college of Wifdom at Hei-^

delberg, in Sept. 1584. He commenced author two years

afterwards, by printing his " Method of the Ubiquitarian

controverfy ; the title is, " Methodus Lbiquitariascontroverfias."'

He alfo printed the '' German Bible,"' wiih notes, at Neuftad,

in 1589, which occafioned a warm controverfy between him
and James Andreas, a Lutheran of Tubingen.

In 1591, he was made firft profefibr in his college, andcoun-
fellor to the ecclefiaftical fenate the following year, and the year

after that admitted dodlor of divinity in the moft folemn manner.

He had already held feveral difputes agaLul the writers of the

Augftjurg Confeftion, but that of 1596 was the moft confider-

^ble. Among other things, he produced a defence of Calvin,

againft the imputation of his favouring Judaifm, in his Com-
mentaries upon feveral parts of Scripture. Afterwards he

was promoted to the chair of divinity profefTor for the Old
Teftament in his univerfity ; by which he was eafed of the

great fatigue he had undergone for fourteen years, in governing

the youth who were educated at the college of Wifdom. Tof-
fanus, profe^Tor of divinity for the New Teftament, dying in

1602, Pare fucceeded to that chair, and a few years after he

bought a houfe in the fuburbs of Heidelberg. Here, in 1607,

he built im the garden an apartment for his library, which he

.

called his " Pareanum:" he took great delight in it,' and-the'f

whole houfe went afterwards by that name. The ele61or ho- -

nouredit with feveial privileges and immunities; and Pare had

two infcriptions, one in German, and the other in Latin, putj

upon the frontifpiece. At the fame time his reputation, fp'read-

ing
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ing itfelf every wher6, brought young ftudents to him from

the remote^ parts of Hungary and Poland.

In 161 7, there was kept an evangelical jubilee, in memory
of the church's deliverance from Popery an hundred years

before; for then it was, that Luther began to preach. The
folemnity lafted three days, during which there were continual

orations, difputations, poems, and fermons, on the occalion.

Pare alfo publifhed fome pieces upon the fubjetSl, which drew
upon him the refentment of the Jefuits of Mentz: they wrote

a Iharp cenfure of his work, and he publilbed a fuitable anfwer

to it. The following year, 1618, at the inllance of the States-

General, he was preifed to go to the fynod of Dort; but ex-

cufcd himfelf, on account of age and infirmities. After this

time he enjoyed but little tranquillity. The apprehenfions he

had of the ruin which his patron the eleftor Palatine would
bring upon himfelf, by accepting the crown of Bohemia, put

him upon changing his habitation. He terrified himfelf with

a thoufand bad omens, grounded iipon things he had feen, either

awake or in fleep; for he had great faith in dreams. When
he faw the workmen employed in improving the fortifications

of Heidelberg, he faid it was fo much labour loft; and con-

sidering the books he had written againft the Pope and Bellar-

min, he looked upon it as the moft dreadful calamity that could

happen to him, to fall into the hands of the monks : for which
reafon he gladly complied with thofe, who advifed him to pro-

vide in time for his own fafety; and accordingly chofe for his

fanduary the town of Anweil, in the dutchy or Deux-Ponts,
near Landau; where he arrived, in Odl. 1621. He left that

place, however, fome months after, and went to Neuftadt;

nor did he ftay long here, for he determined to return to Hei-
delberg, in order to pafs his laft moments at his beloved Pa-
reanum, and fo to be buried near the protefibrs of the univer-

fity. His wifli was accordingly fulfilled ; for he died at Pa-

reanum in June, 1622, and was interred with all the funeral

honours which the univerlities in Germany are ufed to beftow

on their members.
He left a fon nained Philip, who wrote the life of his father.

Though Pare was extremely watchiul againft innovations, yet

he was not one of thofe untraftable divines, who will not yield

the leaft mite for the' fake of peace [h]. The <* Ireniciim" he
publifhed proves the contrary

;
yet it cannot be faid, that he

had any great ftock of toleration, fmce he was very hoftile to

all innovation, even to the new ways of fpeaking and teaching;

and could not bear Peter Ramus, becaufe he hud dared to re-

[h] He ufed to fay with Luther of fuch turbulent reformers, " A doflore gloriofo,

-et paftore contentiofo, et InuCilibus queftionibu-, liberet ecclefiam fu^m Doininus'"

move
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move the boundaries of our anceftors. This author's excgtfticaf

works were publilhed by his foil at Francfort, in 1647, in

3 vols, folio. Among thefe are his " Commentary upon St.

Paul's epiftle to the Romans," in 1617, which gave fuch offence

to James I. of England, as containing fome anti-monarchical
principles, that he caufed it to be burnt by the common
hangman; and the univerfity of Oxford condemned it in the
moft difgraceful manner [ij.

PARE' (Philip), fon of the preceding, one of the moft
laborious grammarians that Germany ever produced, was born
at Elembach, May 24, 1576. He began his ftudies at Neu-
ftadt, continued them at Heidelberg, and afterwards vifited

foreign univerfities, at the expence of the eleftor Palatine.

He was at the univerfity of Bafil, in 1599 » ^"^ thence going
to Geneva, flayed there a year: he vifited fome other univer-

fities, being well received in all, on account of his own merit,

though yet more from that of his father. Among others, he
received great civilities from Ifaac Cafaubon at Paris. In
161 2, he was made redtor of the college of Neuftadt, which
pod he held till the place was taken by the Spaniards in 1622;
when he was ordered by thofe new matters to leave the country
immediately, at which time his library was alfo plundered by
the foldiers. He publifhed feveral books on grammatical fub-

jefts, and was remarkably fond of Plautus. This drew him
into a difpute with John Gruter, profeflbr at Heidelberg, in

1620, which was carried to fuch a height of animofity, that

neither the defolation which ruined both their univerfities and
their libraries, and reduced their perfons to the greateft extre-

mities, nor even their banifhment, proved fufficient to quench
the flame of their paflion, or to reflrain them from the fouleft

and moft abufive language. Philip undertook the caufe of

his late father againft David Owen, whom Ke anfwered in

a piece entitled, *' Anti-Owenus," &c. He was principal of
feveral colleges, as he was of that at Hanau in 1645 ; and the

dedication of his father's exegetical works fhews him to be

living in 1647, ^^^^ ^'^^ ^°"§ ^^ lived afterwards does not

appear. Befides the pieces already mentioned, he wrote fome
commentaries upon the " Holy Scriptures," and other theolo-

gical works. He publilTied, ** Plautus," in 1609, with notes:

alfo a ** Lexicon Plautinuin," in 1614; " Analedta Plautina,"

in 1617 ; a treatkfe ** De imitatione Terentiana, ubi Piau-

tum imitatus eft," 161 7 ; a fecond edition of ** Plautus," in

fi] It was refuted by David Owen, a Parsum, cjeterofque reformatse relIgion«

Wclchman, who was D. D. and chaplaiit antimonatclias, Cantab. 1^32," 8vo. He
to John Ramfay vifcouiit Haddington, and had before publifhed " The Cencord of x

earl of Holdcrnefs, in a piece entitled, Papift and Puritan, for the coercion, de-
*' Anti-Paraeas, live determinatio de jure polition, and killing »f kings Cami).

regio habita Cantabrigiae in fctiolis theolo- 1610," 4to,

gicis, 19 April, 1619, contra Davidem X619,

9
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1619, and of the ** Anale6la Plautina," in 1620, and again in

1623. He alfo publiihed a third edition of his *' Plautus," in

164.1. The " Prolegomena" which it contains of that poet's

life, the chara£ler of his verfification, and the nature of his

railleries, have been prefixed entire to the *' Plautus in ufuni

Delphini." He publiflied his anfwer to Gruter in 1620, with
this title, *' Provocatio ad fenatum criticum pro Plauto et ele6lis

Plautinis." The combatants both grew more and more hot,

as appears by the long preface prefixed by this author to his
** Analedla Plautina," in 1623, for. which Gruter made repri-

fals, ftiling him "an afs, a mule, a boar, a ram, a. goat, a
(linking inhabitant of the grammatical den," &c. Befides the

pieces upon Plautus, Pare publiihed" CalHgraphia Romana,
five Thefaurus phrafium linguae Latinas," in 1616, and " Eledia

Symrhachiana, Lexicon Symmachianum, Calligraphia Sym-
machiana," in 1619.

PARE' (Daniel), fon of the preceding, trod in the fteps

of his father, applied himfelf vigoroufly to the ftudy of the

dallies, and publifhed feveral laborious pieces ; for which he
was obliged to Voflius, who had a great refpeft for him, and
made it his bufinefs to procure bookfellers who would print

his works. He was unfortunately killed, by a gang of high-

waymen, in the life-time of his father. He was aconfider-

able mafter of Greek. His publications are, i. ** The Poem
of Mufaeus upon the loves of Hero and Leander, with Notes,'*

in 1627. 2. " Mellificium Atticum," a thick 4to, being a
colkdlion of fentences extracted from Greek authors. 3.
** Medulla Hifiori^ Ecclefiafticae," in. 1631 ; to AVhich he
added, "Notes, and a Lexicon upon Lucretius." 4. " Spi-

cilegium fubfecivum, or Notes upon Quintilian, publiflied in

an edition of that author at London, in 1641, 8vo.

PARENT (Aktoine), a French mathematician, was born
at Paris in 1666, He ihewed early a propenfity to mathematics.

His method of Ibidy was to write remarks upon the margins of
the books which he read ; and he had filled fome of thefe with

a kind of commentary at the age of thirteen. At fourteen he
was put under a mafter, who taught rhetoric at Chartrcs. Here
be happened to fee a Dodecocdron, upon every face of which
was delineated a fun-dial, except the lowelt, whereon it ftood.

Struck immediately with the curiofity of thefe dials, he fet

about drawing one himfelf: but, having a book which only
fhewed the pradiical part without the theory, it was not till

fome time after, when his rhetoric-mafter came to explain the

doArine of the fphere to him, that he began to underftand

how the projection of the circles of the fphere formed fun-

dials. He thence undertook to write a " Treatife upon Gno-
monics," and the piece was ruife and unpolifhed enough ; but
'

• •.

* 'it
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it was entirely his own. About the fame time he wrote alfo a

book of * Geometry," at Beauvois.

At length his friends fent for him to Paris, to ftucly tlie law;
and, in obedience to them, he went through a courfe in that

faculty. This was no fooner finifhed, than, urged by his

pafTion for mathematics, he fhut himfelf up in the college of
Dormans, that nothing might call him away from his beloved

fludy i and, with an allowance of lefs than 200 livres a year, he
lived content in his retreat, from which he never ftirred out but

to go to the Royal College, in order to hear the ledtures of M.
de la Hire, or M. de Sauveur. As foon as he found himfelf

able enough to teach others, he took pupils : and, fortification

being a part of mathematics which the war had brought into

particular vogue, he turned his attention to that branch ; but

after fome time began to entertain fcruples about teaching

what he had never feen, and knew by the force of imagination

only. He imparted this delicacy to M. Sauveur; and that

friend recommended him to the marquis d'Aligre, who luckily

at that time wanted to have a mathematician with him. Parent

made two campaigns with the marquis, whereby he inftrudted

himfelf thoroughly in viewing fortified places; and he alfo

drew a number of plans, though he had never learned to draw.

From this time his life was fpent in a continual application to

the ftudy of natural philofophy, and the mathematics in all its

branches, both fpeculative and praiSlical ; to which he joined

anatomy, botany, and chemiftry, as contained in the lift of
curious arts. He had an aftivity which devoured every thing,

and, befides, was inceflant and indefatigable. M. de Billettes

being admitted into the academy of fciences at Paris in 1699,
with the title of their mechanician, nominated for his difciple

Parent, who excelled chiefly in mechanics. It was foon found
in this fociety, that he engaged in all the various fubje6ts

which were brought before them, and in fadt had a hand in

every thing. But this great extent of knowledge, joined to

a natural impetuofity, raifed in him a particular fpirit of con-

tradidtion, which he indulged upon all occafions; fometimes

to a degree of precipitancy, and often with too little regard to

decency. It is true, that the fame behaviour was fhewn to him,
and the papers which he brought to the academy were treated

with feverity enough. He was charged with obfcurity in his

produiSlions ; and indeed the fault was fo notorious, that he
perceived it himfelf, and could not avoid corredling it.

The king having, by a regulation in 17 16, fupprefled the

clafs of fcholars of the academy, which feemed to put too great

an inequality betwixt the members. Parent was made a joint or

alliftant member for geometry : but he enjoyed this promotion

only a fhort time, being taken off by the (pall-pox the fame
year.
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year, aged fifty [k]; He was author of a great many pieces,

chiefly on mechanics and geometry.

PARFAIT (Francois), an hiftorian of the Frenfch drama;

was born of an ancient family in 1698. In confcquence of a

ftrong theatrical taftc, he very much aifociated with adlors and

dramatic authors ; but his manners were fuch as to be pleafing

in all companies. He was lively, unaife6ted> agreeable, and
ftored with literary anecdotes, which he made more pleafant by
his mode of relating. He died in 1753, at the age of fifty-

five. His works relate entirely to theatrical fubjeSls. They
are, i. ** A general Hiftory of the French theatre, from its

origin to the prefent Time," 15 vols. i2mo. He was affifted

in this work by his brother Claude. 2. *' Memoirs for the Hiftory

of the Theatre de la Foire," 2 vols. i2mo. 3. " Hiftory of the

old Italian theatre," at Paris, 1753, i2mo. 4. *' A theatrical

Didlionary," 7 vols. i2mo. A dull and ill-digefted compilation.

He left alfo a hiftory of the Opera, in manuicript, with two
dramatic pieces, a tragedy, and a ballet, which were never

ailed, and did not much deferve it.

PARIS (Matthew), an Englilh hiftorian, was a Bene-
didiine monk of the congregation of Clugny, in the monaf-

tery of St. Alban's ; and tlourifhed in the thirteenth century.

He was an univerfal fcholar ; underftood, and had a good tafte

both in painting and archite6lure. He was alfo a mathema-
tician, a poet, an orator, a divine, an hiftorian; and what
is ftili more, and greater than all the reft, he was a man
of diftinguiftied probity. Such rare accompliftiments and
qualities as thefe, did not fail to place him very high in

the efteem of his contemporaries : and it is no wonder, that

we find him employed in reforming fome monafteries, vifiting

others, and eftabliftiing the monaftic difcipline in all. He
reproved vice without diftin£lion of perfons, and did not even
fpare the Englifh court itfelf : at the fame time he fhewed a

hearty affeftion for his country, in maintaining its privileges

againft the encroachments of the pope, his creatures, and
officers, who plied all their engines to dertroy and abolifh them.
Of this we have a clear, though unwilling, evidence in Ba-
ronius, who obferves, that this author remonftrated with too

Iharp and bitter a fpirit againft the court of Rome; and that,

except in this particular only, his hiftory was an incomparable
work [l]. Baronius fpeaks here of his hiftory, entitled, " Hif-

toria Major," confifting of two parts : The firft, from the

creation of the world to William the Conqueror ; the fecond,

from that king's reign to 1250: which being the year of jubilee,

[k] Hift. de TAcademie des Sciences, fedem, quivis poterit facile intelligere, nlfi

1716. Nkeron, torn. ii. probra ilia fuerint additamenta ejus, qui

[l] Baronius's words are, ** Quam edidit
;

quse fi quis demat, aureum dix-

fuerit animo infenfiffimo in apoftolicam eris co.TuneaWriuja."

- Vol. XII. C hi
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he finifhed his work with a Latin ftanza in rhime [m]. He
carried on this hiftory afterwards to the year of his death in

1259. Rifhanger, a monk of the monaftery of St. Alban's,

continued it to 1272 or 1273, the year of the death of Henry
III. Paris made an abridgement of his own work, which he
named, " Hiftoria Minor." He alfo publifhed feme other

pieces, an account of which may be feen in Bale and Pits.

PARIS (Francis), a man more famous after his death than

during his life, by the miracles fuppofed to be performed at

his tomb. He is generally known by the name of the abbe

Paris, and his pretended miracles have ferved to furnifh fome
Deifts with an argument againft the real miracles of the

Gofpel. He was the fon of a counfellor in parliament, and

would never have been mentioned in hiftory or biography, but

for the fuperftitious farce that was played off at the place of

his burial. Paris had the profpedl, if he had chofen it, of

fucceeding to his father's appointment, but he chofe rather to

become an ecclefiaftic, and he became a very zealous one. He
gave up all his polfefTions to his brother, refufed prefer-

ment intended for him by the cardinal de Noailles, devoted

himfelf entirely to retirement, and made ftockings for his own
fupport , and for the affiftance of the poor. He died, perhaps

in confequence of his rigorous mode of life. May i, 1727, at

the age of only thirty- feven. His brother raifed a monument
to him in the fmali church-yard of St. Medard, to which the

poor and the pious foon began to flock, and after a time it

was reported that, in confequence of their prayers at that

tomb, fome fick perfons had received cures. As Paris had

been a rigorous Janfenift, this was a fine opportunity for that

fedl to gain credit to their caufe ; the miracles were therefore

multiplied, and 3 variety of perfons affedled the moft hngular

convulfions.

The minds of the people becoming inflamed by thefe extra-

vagances, the court found it neceflary to fhui up the church-

yard, which was done on the 27th of January, 1732. On this

occafion, fome profane wit wrote upon the wall of the place,

De par le Roi, defenfe a Dieu,

De faire miracles en ce lieu.

The convulfions were continued, for a little while, in private

houfes, but by degrees the matter fubfided, and the abbe Paris

was forgotten. The diftin6lion between miracles exhibited

to ferve a party, attefted only by thofe who are zealous in its

[m] The ftanza runs thus

:

This work went through feveral editions,

Terroinatur hie Matchei after the invention of printing ; and in that

Chronica. JamjubilSBi ef Zurich, p. 780, is this dittich:

Anni dtfpenlatio, iJifte tui metas ftudii, Mathei, quietas
j

Tempus fpondet requiei: Nec vcntura petas, qua; poftera proferet

Detur ergo quies ei« aetas.

Kk ct cttit folio* behalty
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behalf, and miracles performed in the fight of violent unbe-
lievers, and capable of converting them, in fpite of their op-

pofite prejudices, is too ftriking to be overlooked by any but

thofe who are defirous of drawing a falfe and impious parallel.

Paris wrote a few very indifferent books of annotations on the

Epiftles to the Romans, to the Galatians, and the Hebrews;
•but few have ever read them, nor would they have refcued the

author from oblivion, without the aid of other means.
PARKER (Matthew), the fecond Proteftaut archbifhop

of Canterbury, a man of great merit and learning, was born
at Norwich in 1504, and educated at Corpus Chrilti or Benet-
college, in Cambridge, of which houfe he was firft bible-

clerk, or fcholar, and afterwards fellow. He was fo confpi-

cuous for learning, that he was among other eminent fcholars

invited by cardinal Wolfey to Oxford, to furnifh and adorn his

new magnificent foundation. This invitation he did not choofe
to accept ; but, refiding in his own college, purfued his ftudies

with thegreatefl: application for five or fix years. In this time,
having read over the fathers and councils, and acquired a com-
plete knowledge of divinity, he became a licenfed and frequent

preacher at court, at St. Paul's Crofs, and other public places
and occafions. In 1533, he was made chaplain to queen Arne
Boleyne, who preferred him to the deanery of Stoke ; and had
fuch a particular regard for him, and fuch knowledge of his

zeal for the Reformation, that a little before her death, fhe
recommended her daughter Elizabeth to his pious care and in-

ftru6lion. He was afterwards chaplain to Henry the Eighth,
and Edward the Sixth. He held feveral livings fucceilively ;

and through the recommendation of Henry the Eighth, " lor

his approved learning, wifdom, and honefty, as well as for his

fingular grace and induftry in bringing up youth in virtue and
learning [n], was chofen mafter of Corpus Chrifti or Benet-
college ; to which he afterwards became a fpecial benefaftor,

and compiled for it a nev/ book of ftatutes. Happening to be
in Norfolk during Ket's rebellion, he had the refolution to go
to the rebels' camp, and to preach to them, exhorting them to

temperance, moiJeration, and fubmiilion to the king. By
Edward the Sixth he was nominaicu to the deanery of Lincoln;
and under thefe two princes lived in great reputation and afiiu-

ence. But in queen Mary's reign he was deprived of all his

preferments, on account of his being married, as it was pre-
tended : but the real caufe was his zeal for the Reformation.
His low circumftances he endured with a cheerful and contented
mind ; and during his retirement, turned the book of pfalms
into Englilh verfe, and wrote " A Defence of the Marriage
of Prielts."

[n] Appendix to archbjfliop Parker's life, book i. No. 5.

C J? Queen
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Queen Elizabeth's acceflion made a great change in his cir*

cumftances ; for he not only became free from all fear and
danger, but was raifed to the archbifhopricof Canterbur)-. His
great prudence, courage, condu(Sl, experience, and learning, pe-

culiarly qualified him for this important office, and for carrying

on the work ot reformation with vigour to its perfedl eftablilh-

ment. He was confecrated Dec, 17, 1559, in Lambeth chapel,

by Barlow, bilhop of Chichefter; Scory bifhop of Hereford:
Coverdale bifhop of Exeter; and Hodgkin fulfragan bifhop or

Bedford. We choofe to mention this circumftance fo minutely,

becaufe the Romanifts invented a tale afterwards, that he had
heen confecrated at the Nag's-head inn or tavern, in Cheapfide.

But this notorious and improbable falfehood has been fully

confuted by Mafon [o], by Bramhall [p], and by Courayer [CLj>

and indeed is given up by many Catholics, fo that to believe it

now, requires more than even Popifh credulity. Being thus

conflituted primate and metropolitan of the church of England,
he took care to have the fees filled with learned and worthy
men ; and foon after performed the metropolitical vifitation of
his whole province. Though his means at this time could be
but very flender, as he had been flripped for fome years pafl of
all his revenues, and expences rather than profits had y«t

accrued from his new preferment j
yet fuch was his liberal

and generous difpolltion, that he frankly remitted to his

whole clergy thofe fees, that, under the title of procurations,

are generally and juftly at fuch times demanded [r]. He en-
couraged them alfo to the conftant and diligent execution of
their duty, in inftrudling the people committed to their charge,

by his own example: for, as his important and public affairs

would permit, he preached fometimes in his own cathedral,

and at other times in the towns and villages abroad ; con-

tinuing conftant in this practice, though labouring under
many infirmities, the attendants of old age. He folicited the

queen to remove crucifixes, lighted tapers, and images, out of
churches, and particularly out of her own chapel. One of
his main defigns was to introduce uniformity both in habits and
ceremonies ; but he met with great oppofition from the earl of
Leicefter and other courtiers, and from the whole body of
Puritans, who have feverely reviled him on that account.

Being arrived at his feventy-fecond year, he died May 17,

1575, having filled the fee of Canterbury above fifteen years.

PARKER (Samuel), a temporizing Engliih clergyman, who,
by means of that quality, and the advantage of excellent parts

fo} Vindication of the church of Eng- vindicated.

l«nd concerning the Confecration and Ordi- [q.] Defence of the Validity of Englifh

nation of Bilhops. 1613, folio. Ordinations, 1728, 3 vols. 8vo.

[pj CoafecrAtloalci' Protcftajit Bifliops [a] AM. Redivivus, p. 528.

an|.i
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and confiderable learning, raifed himfelf to the blfhopric of

Oxford, was born in Sept. 1640, at Northampton, where his

father, John Parker, then pra61:ifed the law. John had been

bred to that profeflion, in one of the Temples at London

fs] ; and, Tiding afterwards againfl the king, was preferred to

be amember of the high court of juftice in 1649, where he

gave fentcnce againfl the three lords, Capcl, Holland, and

Hamilton, who were beheaded. During Oliver's iifi'.rpation,

he was made an afliftant committee-man for his county. In

1650, he publilhed a book in defence of the new government

[tJ, as a commonwealth, without a king or houfe of lords.

In June, 1655, when Cromwell was declared protestor, he

was appointed one of the commiflioners for removing obftruG-

tions at Worcefler-houfe in the Strand, near London, and was
fworn ferjeant at law next day. In Jan. 1659, he was ap-

pointed by the Rump-parliament one of the barons of the

Exchequer; but, upon a complaint againfl him, was foon after

difplaced. However, he was again made regularly ferjeant at

law, by the recommendation of chancellor Hyde, at the firft

call after the return of Charles II.

In the mean time, he took care to have his fon Samuel, the

fobje£l of the prefent article, educated among the Puritans at

Northampton ; whence, when prepared for the univerfity, he
was fent to Wadham-college in Oxford, and admitted, in 1659,
under a Prefbyterian tutor. Here, according to his former

breeding, he led a flrift and religious life, entered into a weekly
fociety, then called the Gruellers [u], who fafted and prayed,

and met at a houfe in Holywell, where he was fo zealous and
conflant an attendant upon prayers, fermons, and facraments,

that he was-efleemed one of the mofl valuable young men in the

univerfity. He took the degree of B. A. Feb. 28, 1660. Upon
the Refloration, he hefitated a little what fide to take; but,-

continuing to talk publicly againfl Epifcopacy, he was much
difcountenaneed by the new warden, Dr. Blandford.- Upon this

he removed to Trinity-college, where, by the prevailing advice

of Dr. Ralph Ruthwell, then a fenior fellow of that fociety,

he was refcued from the prejudices of an unhappy education,

which he afterwards publicly avowed in print [xj. Hence he

[s] Wood's Ath. Oxon. unita fortior;" and to conclude, " Con-

[tJ The title of it is, " The Govern- cordia parvae res crefcunt, difcordia dila-

ment of the People of England precedent buntur."

and prefent;" the fame, "Ad fubfcii- [uj Becaufe their chief diet was water

bentes confirmandum, dubitantcs infor- gruel ; and it was obferv:d that he put
mandum, opponentes conveniendum j" and more graves in .his porridge than all the

underneath, *' Multa videntur quae non reft. Wood.
funt; multa funt quae non videntur;" [x] Epiftle dedicatory, to that friend,

under that engraven two heads joined, with of his " Free and impartial Cenfure of the

the motto, " Ut unita;" and beneath a Platonic philofophy."

fheaf of arrows, with this device, " Vis

C 3 became
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became a zealous Anti-puritan, and for many years a6led the

part of what was then calhd a true fon of the church. In
this temper, having proceeded M. A. in 1663, he entered into

orders, reforted frequently to London, and became chaplain to

a nobleman ; continuing to difplay his wit againft his old

friends the Prefbyterians, Independents, &c.
In 1665, he publifhed '* Philpfophical ElTays," and was

ele6ted a member of the Royal Society : but he made a further

ufe of thefe EfTays, by dedicating them to Sheldon archbifhop

of Canterbury, who became his patron; and in 1667 made
him his chaplain. Being thus put into the road to preferment,

he left Oxford, and refided at Lambeth, under the eye of hi^

patron; who, in 1670, collated him to the archdeaconry of
Canterbury, in the room of Pr. Sancroft, afterwards arch-

bifhop. In N(^v. the fame year, putting himfelf in the train

of William prince of Orange, who vifited Cambridge, he had
the degree of D. D. conferred upon him there. In Nov. 1672,
he was inftalled prebendary of Canterbury ; and had the rec- .

tories of Ickham and Chatham in Kent, conferred upon him
by the archbifhop about the fame time. As he maintained an
unreferved ctbfequioufnefs to the court, during the reign of
Charles II. fo upon the acceflion of his brother to the throne,

he continued in the fame fervile complaifance ; and it was not

long before he reaped the fruits of it in the bifhopric of Oxford,
to which he was nominated by James II. on the death of Dr.
Fell in 1686, being allowed to hold the archdeaconry of Can-
terbury in commendam. He was alfo made a privy counfellor

Sy],

and conflituted, by a royal mandamus, prefident of Mag-
alen-college in Oxford [z].

But thefe favours were the price of his religion, which he
did not fcruple to offer up as a willing facritice to his ambition.

In this new change, he became one of the Romifh mercenaries,

proftituting his pen in defence of tranfubftantiation, and the

worfhip of faints and images. The Fapifts, it is certain,

made fUre of him as a profelyte ; one of whom tells us, that

he even propofed in council, whether it was not expedient, that

at leafl one college in Oxford fhould be allowed to be Catholics,

that they might not be forced to be at fuch charges, by going
beyond the feas to fludy. In the fame fpirit, having invited

two Popifh noblemen, with a third of the church of England,

to an entertaininent, he drank the king's health, wifhing a

happy fuccefs to all his affairs ; adding, that the religion of the

[y] Rapin'sHiftory of England, vol. ii. the crown, in a pamphlet, entitled, " An
folio editioh. impartial relation of the whole procetding,

[z] Sec an account of the whole pro- &c. in 1688," 4to, and in the general

ceedings in this impoitant afFiir, which was HiAories of England."

t he principal ftcp to king James's lofs of

Protefiiants
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Proteftants in England feemed to him to be in no better a con-

dition than that of Buda was before it was taken, and that they

were next to Atheifts who defended that faith [a]. So very

notorious was his conducSl, that the cooler heads among the

Romanilb condemned it as too hot and hafty. For inftance,

father Peter, a Jefuit, and privy-counfellor to king James, in

a letter to father la Chaife, confeflbr to Louis XIV. writes

thus :
** The biflaop of Oxford has not yet declared himfelf

openly; the great obftacle is his wife, whom he cannot rid

himfelf of; his defign being to continue a bilhop, and only

change communion, as it is not doubted but the king will

permit, and our holy father confirm ; though I don't fee how
he can be farther ufeful to us in the religion he is in, becaufe

he is fufpedled, and of no efteem among the heretics of the

Englifh church : nor do I fee that the example of his conver-
fion is like to draw many others after him, becaufe he declared

himfelf fo fuddenly. If he had believed my counfel, which,

was to temporize for fome longer time, he would have done
better, but it is his temper, or rather zeal that hurried him on
to it[B]."

Accordingly we find his authority in his diocefe to have been
fo very infignificant, that when he alfembled his clergy, and
defired them to fubfcribe an " Addrefs of Thanks to the King
for his Declaration of Liberty of Confcience," they rejeAed
it with fuch unanimity, that he got but one clergyman to concur
with him in it [c]. The fadl is too notorious to be denied
[d]. But the general character, given him by the fame writer,

will be read, as all of his drawing are, with a proper referve

and caution, when he reprefents him to be a man of no judge-
ment, and of as little virtue; and as to religion, rather impious;
that he was covetous and ambitious, and feemed to have no other
fenfe of religion but as a political intereft, and a fubie61: of
party and faftion. He feldom came to prayers, or to any
exercifes of devotion ; and was fo lifted up with pride, that he
grew infufferable to all that came near him. No doubt, the ill

fuccefs he met with, in pufhing on the defign to introduce
Popery, ruined him, as well as his royal mafter; the latter

lofing thereby his crown, and the bifhop his life: for, falling

into contempt with all good men, trouble of mind threw him
into a diftemper, of which he died unlamented Te], at Mag-
dalen-college, March 20, 1687. After all, hov/ever, it is

[a] Rapin, Echard, under the rcign of vol. ii.

king James. [d] See Compiete Hiftory of England,
[b] Third colledlion of papers relating vol. iii. edit. 1719, p. 490, note [c].

to the prefent junfture of affairs in Eng- [e] Dr. Wm. Nichols's Defence of the
land. London, 1689, 4to, p. 10. Church of Eogland, edit. 1715, p. 169.

£c] Burnet's Hiftory of his owa Times,

C 4 certain
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certain that he fent a " Difcourfe" to James, perfuadlng him
to embrace the Proteftant religion, with a " Letter" to the

fame purpofe, which Avas printed at London in 1690, 4to.

He wrote feveral other pieces [f], in all which, Burnet
allows, there was an entertaining livelinefs ; though at the

fame time he accompanies that favourable opinion, as his

manner was, with a " but it was neither grave nor corredl."

Yet Dr. Nichols's remark cannot be difputed, and may be ex-

tended to the prefent time, *' that he has but few readers

at this day;" and Swift obferves, that Marvell's remarks on
Parker continued to be read, when the book which occa-

iioned them was long ago funk. He left a fon of his own
name, who was an excellent fcholar, and a man of fmgular
modefty. He never took the oaths after the Revolution. He
married a bookfelier's daughter at Oxford, where he refided

with a numerous family of children ; to fupport which he
publifhed fome books, mentioned below [g], with a modeft

** Vindication"

[f] The titles of thefe, befides what
have been already mentioned, are as fal-

low: I. ** Tentamina phyfico-theologica

de Deo, &c." lib. ii. 1665, 410. An ac-

count of it is in Phil. Tranf. No. 18. It

was anfwered in a book, entitled, " Of
the Bulk and Selvidge of the World, by

N. Fairfax." 2. " A free and impartial

Cenfure of the Platonic Philofophy : To
which is added, An Account of the Nature
and Extent of the Divine Dominion and

Goodncfs, as they refer to the Origenian

Hypothefis, concerning the pre-exiftence

of Souls," 1666, 4to, 1667, 8vo. This
laft was cenfurcd in a piece, entitled,

*' Deus Juftificatus, or the Divine Good-
nefs vindicated and cleared, againll the

Aflertions of abfolute and inconditionate

Reprobation." 3. " A Difcourfe of Ec-
clefiaftical Polity, &c. 1669, and 1679,"
Svo. To which an anfwer came out,
*' Infolence and Impudence triumphant,

&c. 1669;" and another, '< Truth and
Innocence vindicated, being publiftied, &c.
by Dr. John Owen." 4. " A Defence
and Continuation of Ecclefiaftical Polity,

(againft Dr. Owen), Lond. 1671," 8vo.

5. " Toleration difuffed, &c. 1670," 4to.

6. " A Difcourfe in Vindication of bi/hop

!6ramhall and the Church of England,
from the fanatic charge of Popery, &c."
This was prefixed to a " Tre.itife" of the

faid bilhop, written in his own defence,

1672, 8vo. A drollcenfure of this' piece

being publifned by Andrew MarveJl, in a

book, entitled, " The Rehearfal tranf-

pofed, &c." our author, in the fame hu-

morous tafte, wrote " A Reproof to the

Rehearfal tranfpofed, 1673," ^^'^- Wood,

obferves, that, finding himfelf beaten in

this cudgelling way, his high fpirit was
abated for ever after, and though Marvell re.

plied to his " Reproof," yet he judged it

more prudent to lay down the cudgels.

It put him upon a more fober, ferious, and

moderate way of writing. 8. " Difpu-

tationes de Deo, et providentia divina, &c.
i. e. An philofophorum ulli, et quinaoi

Athei fuerant, &c. 1678," 4to. See a

charadler of this book, and the author, in

Dr. Henry More's " Praefatio generalif-

fima," prefixed to the firft volunae of his

philofophical works, 1679, folio. In this

piece Parker cenfured fome principles of
the Cartcfian philofophy, as grofsly athe-

iftical. 9. "A dcmonftration of the Di-
vine Authority of the Law of Nature, and

of the Chriftian religion, in two parts,

1681," 4to. ic. " The Cafe of the

ChurchofEngland briefly ftat^d,&c.i6Si,"

8vo. II. " An Account of the Govern-

of the Chriftian Church in the firft fix hun-
dred Years, &c. 1683," 8vo. 12. " Re-
ligion and Loyalty, &c. 1684." 13,
"Religion and Loyalty, fecond part, 1685,"
Svo'. Thefe were both written in fupport

of that courtly doftrine of non-refiftanc-e

and paffive obedience.
'

[g] they are, i. " An Englifli Tranf-

lation of TuUy de finibijs, 1702," 8vo.

In the preface he has fome animadverfions

upon Locke's Elfay concerning human un-
derftanding. 2. " An Abridgement of the

Ecclefiaftic Hiftories of Eufebius, Socrates,

Sozomen;,
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** Vindication" of his father. One of the fons of this Parker
was, till very lately, a bookfeller at Oxford, where he died at

ri great age.

PARKINSON (John). Of this ingenious Englifh botanift,

one of the firft and moft induft rious cultivators of that fcience

among us, the memorials that remain are very fcanty. He
was born in 1567, was bred an apothecary, and relided in

London. He rofe to fuch reputation in his profeflion as to be
appointed apothecary to king James I. and, on the publication

of his *' Theatre of Plants," he obtained from the unfortunate

fucceifor of that prince, the title of Botanicus Regis prlmarius.

The time of his death cannot be exaftly afcertained, but, as

his Herbal was publifhed in 164.0, and it appears that he was
living at that time, he muft have attained his 73d year[H].

Parkinfon's firft publication was, his i. '* Paradifi in Sole
Paradifus terreftris, or, a garden of all forts of pleafant flowers,

which our Englifh ayre will permit to be nurfed up: with a
kitchen-garden of all manner of herbes, roots, and fruits, for
meat or f^ufe, &c. &c. Colleded by John Parkinfon, apo-
thecary, of London, 1629," folio, 612 pages. In this work
the plants are arranged without any exa£l order: nearly rooo
plants are feparately defcribed, of which 780 are figured on
129 tables, which appear to have been cut exprefsly for this

work. Parkinfon was, it is conceived, the firft Englifti author
who feparately defcribed and figured the fubje6ls of the flower-
garden ; and this book is therefore a valuable curiofity, as ex-
hibiting a complete view of the extent of the Englifti garden
at the beginning of the laft century. It may, perhaps, be ne-
celTary to inform the reader, that Paradifus in Sole, is meant
to exprefs the author's name, Pari-hi-Jun. 2. In 1640 he
publifhed his " Theatrum Botanicum; or Theatre of Plants
or an Herbal of a large extent: containing therein, a more
ample and exadt hiftory and declaration of the phyfical herbs
and plants that are in other authors, &c. &c." London, folio,

1746 pages. This work had been the labour of the author's
life, and he tells us that, owing to " the difaftrous times," and
other impediments, the printing of it was long retarded. Dr.
Pultney is of opinion that, allowing for the defeils common
to the age, Parkinfon Avill appear " more of an original author
than Gerard or Johnfon, independent of the advantages he,
might derive from being pofterior to them. His theatre was

Sozomen, and Theodoret, T729. " 3. Chrifto patris Sumujlis Parkcri epifcapi de
•f Bibliotheca Biblica, or a Commentary rebus fui temporis commcntariorum libri

on the five Books of Mofes," extracted qaatuor, 1726," Svo. Of which two
chiefly from the fathers, in 4to. He alfo Englilh cranfijtions were afterwards pub-
publifhed a Latin manulcript of his father, lifted.

containing the hiftory of hii own tume, [h] Pultney's Sketches of the Progrefs
uader this tide, "Reverend! admodum in of Botany, vol. i. p. 135.

carried
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carried on through a long feries of years, and he profited by the
works of fome late authors, which Johnfon, though they were
equally in his power, had negle6led to ufe. Parkinfon's defcrip-

tions, in many inflances, appear to be new. He is more parti-

cular in pointing out the places of growth. Johnfon had defcribed

about 2850 plants, Parkiiifoii has near 3800. Thefe accumula-
tions rendered the Theatrum Botanicum, the moft copious book
on the fubjedt in the Englifh language ^ and it may be prefumed,

that it gained equally the approbation of medical people, and
of all thofe who were curious and inquifitive in this kind of

knowledge.'*

PARMENIDES of E]xz, a Greek philofopher, who flou-"

riflied in the eighty-fixth Olympiad, about the year 436 before

Chrift. His opinion was, that the earth is round, and placed

in the centre of the folar fyftem. He admitted two elements,

fire and earth. He held, that the firfl generation of man
was made by the power of the fun, which he maintained

to be both cold and hot, thefe being the two principles

of all things. He taught that the foul and the mind are the

fame thing ; and that there are two kinds of philofophy, one

founded upon truth, the other confifting of opinions only.

He put his philofophy into verfe[i]. Plato wrote a dialogue,

which he named, " Parmenides, or concerning Ideas;" wherein

he makes thefe ideas to be the real eifence of truth ; whence we
may form fomie conjedture concerning our author's philofophy,

and that it was of the ideal kind. We muft take care not to

confound him with Parmenides the rhetorician.

PARMEGIANO. See Mazzuoli.
PARMENTIER (Jean, or Jehan), was an author and a

poet among the French, whofe works are now fcarce, as well

as obfolete. He was originally a merchant at Dieppe, where

he was born in 1494, and became famous by means of his

voyages, and his tafte for the fciences. He died in the ifland of

Sumatra, A. D. 1530, being then only thirty-fix. The collec-

tion of his verfes in 4to, printed in 1531, has the following title,

** Defcription nouvelle des Dignites de ce Monde, et de la

Dignite de I'homme, compofee en rithme Fran^oife et en

maniere d'exhortation, par Jean Parmentier : avec plufieur

chants Royaulx, et une Moralite a I'Honneur de la Vierge, mife

par perfonaiges
;
plus la deploration fur la mort dudit Parmen-

tier et fon frere, compofee par Pierre Grignon." This book i»

very rare. Grignon, who publifhed it, was Parmentier's parti-

cular friend, and thus fpeaks of him: ** From the year 1522,

he had applied to the pradlice of cofmography, on the great

[i] Wc hwe fome fragments of this philofopher colle£ted by Henry Stephens, under

this title, " Dc poefi Philofophica, Oi philofophic poefy."

flu6l;uations
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fluftuations of the fea ; he became very profound in aftrology

;

he compofed feveral maps, fpherical and plain, which have

been ufed with fuccefs in navigation. He was a man worthy

to be known by all the learned ; and capable, if he had lived,

of doing honour to his country by great enterprifes. He was
the firft pilot who conducted velfels to the Bralils, and the firft

Frenchman who difcovered the Indies, as far as the ifland Sa-

mothra, or Sumatra, named Taprobane by the ancients. He
reckoned alfo upon going to the Moluccas ; and he has told me
feveral times, that, when he Ihould return to France, his in-

tention was to feek a palfage to the North, and to make difco-

veries from thence to the South." Another work by him is

entitled, ** Moralites tres-excellens en I'honneur de la benoifte

Vierge Marie; mife en rime Fran9oife et en perfonnaiges, par
Jehan Parmentier," Paris, 4to, 1531, black letter. Ihisalfo-
is extremely fcarce.

PARNELL (Ihomas], a well-known poet, contemporary
with Pope and his friends, was born in Dublin in 1679, and
received the firft rudiments of his education in that city [k].
When he was only thirteen years old, he was admitted a mem-
ber of Trinity-college, Dublin, which, as the ftudents entered

there are required to have a good knowledge ot Latin, and fome of
Greek, has been juftly confidered as a proof of early proficiency.

He was admitted to the degree of mafter of arts in 1700, and in

the fame year ordained a deacon by Dr. King, bilhop of Derry,
having obtained a difpenfation, as being under the canonical
age. About three years afterwards, he was made a prieft by
the fame bifhop ; and about the fame time he married mifs
Anne Minchin, a young' lady of great beauty and merit, upon
whom he wrote the fong beginning,, " My days have been fo

wondrous free." Parnell firll vifited England about the year

1706, where his friendfhip was very generally fought, even
before he had diftinguifhed himfelf by his writings. He was
bred a whig, but afterwards joined the tory party, probably by
the perfuafion of Swift, who introduced him to Harley, with
ftrong recommendations. His fociety, and his claflical erudi-

tion, procured him admiflion into the Scriblerus club, formed
by Pope, Gay, Arbuthnot, Swift, and Jervas ; as members of
of which, they produced in concert feveral whimfical and witty
compofitions. Pope was particularly fond of his company,
and appears to have been under fome obligations to him in his

tranflation of the Iliad. The life of Homer, prefixed to the
tranflation, was written by Parnell, and corredled by Pope

;

but the latter complains much, in one of his letters, of the ftifFnefs

<^, the ftyle, and the difficulty he had in making it better.

[k] Andsrfon's Life of Parnell, Britiih poets, vol. vii.

Parnell
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Parnell appears to have taken delight in writing. He was
one of the contributors to the Spedlator and Guardian, and
probably both publifhed more than he owned, and wrote more
than he publiflied. He alfo cultivated the talent of preaching

with fuccefs ; but the death of queen Anne diminifhing his

hopes of preferment, appears alfo to have flackened his dili-

gence in this duty. Amidft his expeflations, he had the afflic-

tion to lofe his wife, by whom he had two fons who died

young, and a daughter who was living in 1770. This hap-
pened in 1 71 2, and it was not till 171 3, that he obtained a

prebend from archbifhop King, at the folicitation of his friend

Swift ; the vicarage of Finglafs, in the diocefe of Dublin,

worth 400I. a year, was added in 171 6. His grief for the lofs

of his wife appears, however, to have driven him to feek relief

in fociety, and brought on habits of intemperance which proved

fatal to him before his thirty-ninth year. He died at Chefter,

in his way to Ireland, in July, 1717, and was buried in Tri-
nity-church in that city. As he died without male iffue, his

hereditary eftates in Ireland, and in Chefliire, devolved to his

only nephew, fir John Parnell, bart.

The whole poetical life of Parnell, from the time when he
began to publilh, may be comprifed within ten years ; but he left

many compofitions behind him, from which Pope fele<Eled thofe

which he thought beft, and publifhed them in 1721, in one vol.

8vo, with a beautiful, and highly commendatory poetical epiftle to

the earl ofOxford. A poflhumous volume was printed at Dublin,

'

in 1758, and both thefe united, with feveral additional poems,

colle6ted by Mr. Nichols, were printed in the London colledlion

of the Englifh poets; and reprinted in the Britifh poets, pub-

lifhed at Edinburgh, in 1795. Parnell was a man of great'

benevolence, and very agreeable manners. His converfation is

faid to have been extremely pleafing ; but in what the peculiar

,

charm of it confifled, has not been recorded. His profe writ-^

ings are, his papers in the Spedlator and Guardian ; his EfTay

'

on Homer, Life of Zoilus, and remarks on Zoilus. In ge-

neral, they have been thought to difplay no great degree of

force or comprehenfion of mind ; but they are rich in imagi-

nation, and full of learning, good fenfe, and knowledge of

mankind. As a poet, he is not diflinguifhed by flrength of

intellecl, or fertility of invention. His tafte was delicate, and

improved by claflical fludy, but his admiration of the ancients

in fome degree precluded originality. His thoughts without

being very new, are juft and pleafing ; the images, though not

great, well fele£lcd and happily applied ; his fentiments are

natural and agreeable. The moral tendency of his poems is

excellent, and his language pure and correft. The mofl po-

pular of them has always been his Hermit, which is certainly

confpicuous
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confplcuous for piety of defign, utility of moral, and elegance
of defcription.

PARR (Catherine], queen to Henry VIII. celebrated fop

her learning [l], whofe perfe»5lions, though a widow, attra»5ted

the heart of this monarch, and whofe prudence preferved her
from the efFefts of his cruelty and caprice, was the daughter

of fir Thomas Parr. She was early educated in polite lite-

rature, as was the fafhion of noble women at that time in,

England,, and in her riper years was much given to reading
and ftudying the Holy Scriptures. Several learned men were
retained as her chaplains, who preached to her every day in

her privy chamber, and often touched fuch abufes as were
common in the church. The king approved of this prac-
tice, and often permitted her to confer with him on reli-

gious fubje6ts. But when difeafe and confinement added to

his natural impatience of contradiclion, and when in the

prefence of Winchefter and others of that fa£lion (he had
been urging her old topic of perfetSling the Reformation, the
king broke out into this expreflion after (he was retired, " A
good hearing it is, when women become fuch clerks! and a
thing much to my comfort, to come in mine old age to be
taught by my wife!" Winchefter failed not to improve the

opportunity to aggravate the queen's infolence, to infinuate the
danger of cheriihing fuch a ferpent in his bofom, and to accufe
her of treafon cloaked with herefy ; and the king was prevailed

upon to give a warrant to draw up articles to touch her life.

The day and hour was appointed, when fhe was tO be feized :

but the defign being accidentally difcovered to her, flie waited
upon the king, who received her kindly, and purpofely began
a difcourfe about religion. She anfwered, *' X hat women by
their creation at firft were made fubje6l to men ; that they,

being made after the image of God, as the women were after

their image, ought to inftru^l their wives, who were to learn

of them : and fhe much more v/as to be taught of his majefty,

who was a prince of fuch excellent learning and wifdom.'*
*' Not fo, by St. Mary," faid the king, " you are become a
do£lor, Kate, able to inftru(5l us ; and not to be inftrucled by
us." To which fhe replied, " that it feemed he had much
miftaken her freedom in arguing with him, fmce ihe did it to

engage him in difcourfe, to amufe this painful time of his

infirmity, and that fhe might receive profit by his learned dif-

courie ; in which laft point Ibe had not miffed of her aim, always
referring herfelf in thefe matters, as fhe ought to do, to his

majefty." " And is it even fo, fvv'eetheart ? " faid the king,
** then v/e are perfect friends again."

£1] WalpoU's Catalogue of Royal aud Noble Authors.

The
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The day which had been appointed for carrying her to the

Tower being fine, the king took a walk in the garden, and
fent for the queen. As they were together, th.' lord chancellor,

who was ignorant of the reconciliation, came with the guards.

The king flepped afide to him, and after a little difcourfe, was
heard to call him *' Knave, aye, errant knave, a tool, and
beaft ; and bid him prefently avant out of his fight." The
queen, not knowing on what errand they came, endeavoured
with gentle words to qualify the king's anger. ** Ah ! poor
foul," faid the king, ** thou little knowefi: how ill he deferves

this at thy hands: on my word, fweetheart, he hath been toward
thee an errant knave; and fo let him go." The king, as a

mark of his affeflion, left her a legacy of 4000I. befides her
jointure. She was afterwards married to fir 1 homas Seymour,
lord-admiral of England, and uncle to Edward VI. She lived

but a very fhort time, and unhappily, with this gentleman.

She died in child-bed ; though, as fome writers obferve, not

without a fufpicion of poifon.

Her majefty wrote, ** Qiieen Catherine Parr's Lamentation
of a Sinner, bewailing the Ignorance of her blind life." This
was a contrite meditation on the years fhe had palled in Popery,

in faffs and pilgrimages ; and, being found among her papers

after her death, xvas publifhed with a preface by the great lord

Burleigh, in 1548, 8vo. In her life fhe publifhed a volume of
pfalms, prayers, and pious difcourfes, of which this was the

title: " Prayers or Meditations, wherein the Mind is ftirred pa-

tiently ta fuffer all Affliftions here, and to fet at nought the vain

profperitie of this Worlde, and always to long tor the ever-

lafting Felicitee. 1545," i2mo. Several letters of this queen's

are prefejrved in Strype's Annals [m]," in " Haynes's Colle£fion

of State Papers," in the " Aihmolean Colle£Uon," and in the

library of C. C. C. Cambridge.
PARRHASIUS, a celebrated painter of Ephefus, or, ac-

cording to others, of Athens : he flouriftied in the time of

Socrates, as we learn from Xenophon, who has introduced

him in a dialogue, dilcourfing with that philofopher. He was
one of the moft excellent painters in his time. Pliny tells us,

that it was he who firif gave fymmetry and juft proportions in

the art ; that he alfo was the nrft who knew how to exprefs the

the truth and life of chara6lers, and the different airs of the

face; that he found out a beautiful difponiion of the hair, and
heightened the grace of the vifage. It was allowed even by
the mafters in the art, that he bore away from all others the

glory of fucceeding in the outlines, in which confifls the grand

fecret of painting. But the fame author obferves, that Par-

[m] Ballard's Memoirs, fub. art.

jhafius
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rhafius became infupportable by his pride ; and "vvas fo fwelled

with vanity, as to give himfelf the moft flattering epithets
j

fuch as, the tendereft, the fofteft, the grandeft, the moft de-

licate, and the perfeder of his art. He boaftcd, that he was
fprung originally from Apollo, and born to paint the gods

;

and that he had attually drawn Hercules touch by touch, that

hero having often appeared to him in his dreams. When the

plurality of voices was againlt him at Samos, in favour of

Timanthes, in the opinion of a pi6lure of Ajax provoked

againft the Greeks, for adjudging to UlylTes the arms of Achilles,

he anfwered a perfon who condoled with him on this affair,

** For my part, I don't trouble myfelf at the fentence ; but I

am forry that the fon of Telamon hath received a greater out-

rage than that which was formerly put upon him fo unjuftly."

iElian, who relates this ftory, informs us that this painter

affe6led to Avear a crown of gold upon his head, and to carry

in his hand a baton, ftudded with nails of the fame metal.

He worked at his art with pleafantry, for the moft part

fmging. He was very licentious and loofe in his pictures

;

and, it is faid, by way of amufement, reprefented the moft
infamous obje61:s. P'or inftance, his Atalantis, with her fponfe

Meleager, was of this kind. That piece, however, being

afterwards devifed as a legacy to the emperor Tiberius, upon
condition that, if he was difpleafed with the fubjeft, he fhould

receive a million fefterces inftead of it, the emperor, covetous

as he was, not only preferred the pifture to that fum, but even
placed it in his moft favourite apartment. Jt is faid alfo, that,

though Parrhafius was excelled by Timanthes, yet he excelled

Zeuxis. Among his pidlures was a celebrated one of Thefeus;
and another reprefenting Meleager, Hercules, and Perfcus, in

a groupe together; as alfo j^neas, with Caftor and Pollux in

a third [n].

PARRHASIUS (Janus), an eminent grammarian in Italy,

was born at Cofenza in the kingdom of Naples, in 1470. He
was defigned for the law, the profeihon of his anceftors ; but
he refufed that ftudy, and cultivated claHical literature. His
true name was Giovanni Paulo Parifio

;
yet, according to

the whimfical humour of the grammarians of that age, he
took inftead of it Parrhafius. He taught at Milan with
great reputation, being particularly admired for a graceful

delivery, in which it was that he chiefly excelled other pro-
feftors. It was this charm in his voice, which brought a ^reat
concourfe of people to his leSures; and among others he had
the pleafure to fee general Trim.oles, who was then threefcore

[n] Pliny, lib. xxxv. Quintilian, lib. xii-, Diodonis, lib. xxvi Athenaeus, lib.

riii. V»fiiri. pelibien, Junius de pidtura veterum.

years
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years old. He went to Rome during the pontificate of Alex-
ander VI. and was like to be involved in the misfortunes of
Bernardini Cajetan, and Silius Savello, with whom he had
fome correfpondence [o] : but he efcaped the danger, by the

information of Thomas Phasdrus, profelfor of rhetoric, and
canon of St. John Lateran, whofe advice he followed in re-

tiring from Rome. Not long after, he was appointed public

profelfor of rhetoric at Milan ; but the liberty he took of cen-

furing the teachers in that dutchy as mere blockheads, provoked
them in return to afperfe his morals. They gave out, that he
had a criminal converfe with his fcholars; which crime being

held in juft abhorrence by the Milanefe, he was obliged to leave

Milan. He went to Vicenza, where he obtained a larger

falary; and he held this profeflbrlhip, till the Hates of the

Venetians were laid wade by the troops of the league [p] :

upon which he withdrew to his native country, having made
his efcape through the army of the enemies. He was at Co-
fenza, when his old friend Phasdrus perfuaded Julius to fend

for him to Rome ; and, though that defign proved abortive by
the death of the pope, yet, by the recommendation of John
Lafcaris, he was called thither under the fucceffor Leo X.
Leo was before favourably inclined to him ; and on his arrival

at Rome, appointed him profefTor of polite literature. He had
been now fome time married to a daughter of Demetrius Chal-

condylas; and he took with him to Rome Bafil Chalcondylas,

his wife's brother [q_], and brother of Demetrius Chalcon-
dylas, profeflbr of Greek at Milan. He did not long enjoy

this employment conferred upon him by the pope: for, being

worn out by his ftudies and labours, he became fo cruelly

afflidled with the gout, that for fome years he had no part of

his body free, except his tongue ; having almoft loft the

ufe of both his legs and both his arms. He laboured befides

under fo great a degree of poverty, as to put him out of all

hopes of being ever in a better fituation ; fo that he left Rome,
and returned into Calabria, his native country, where he fell

into a fever, which tormented him a long while, and at lafl

carried him off in the greateft mifery.

[o] Thefe two cardinals, with the fa- children, in a very little compafs of time,

niily of the former, were baniflied, and hu laments very much the lofs of Bafjl snd

their eftatesconfifcated, by this pope, under I'heophilus Chalcondylas, his two brothers-

a pretence of confpiring to depofe him. in-law; who, he lays, died young, and

[p] This league was formed in 1504, were very hopeful men. Their father De-

by pope Julius II. the emperor Charles V. metrius Chalcondylas, upon the furrendcr-

and Francis I. of France. ing of Conftantinople to theTurksin 1453,

[q.] There is a letter of this author, In retired to Italy, and taught Greek at Rome*
•which, having mentioned the lofing of his being one of the firft rcllorcrs of polite let-

father, modier, two brothers, and all his ters in the Weft.

He
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He left his library to his friend Seripandus, brother to car-

dinal Jerome Seripandus, who built him a tomb in the convent

of the Auftin friars at Naples. In the dedication of one of his

books, his character is drawn to great advantage by Henry Ste-

phens. The following works are attributed to him: " Dequae-

fitis per Epiftolam;" " Some Fragments of Antiquity," pub-

lilhed while he was profeiior at Milan \
*' A Commentary upon

Horace, De Arte Poetica ;" as alfo another upon ** Claudian,**

and a third upon " Ovid's Ibis;" but thefe two laft are adjudged

from him by Bayle. It is certain, however, that he was the

perfon, who found the " Charifius Sofipater," which was printed

by him at Naples, in 1532, Moft of his works are ftill in ma-
nufcript.

PARRY (Richard), D. D. re6lor of Wichampton in

DorfetOiiiej'Rj, and preacher at Market-Harboiough in Lei-

cefferrtiire, for which latter county he was in the commiffion of

the peace, was a ftudent of Chrift-church, Oxford, and took

the degree of M. A. March 31, 1747 ; B. D. May 25, 1754;
and D. D. July 8, 1757. He was a very learned divine; and

an able, a£live, magiftrate. He died miferably poor, at Market-
Harborough, April 9, 1780, leaving fcarcely fufficient to defray

the charges of his funeral [s]. His publications were, i. " The
Chriftian Sabbath as old as the Creation, 1753," 4to, (he was
then chaplain to lord Vere). 2. " The Scripture Account of
the Lord's Supper. The Subftance of three Sermons preached

at Market-Harborough, in 1755, 1756," 8vo. 3. " The Fig-

tree dried up ; or the Story of that remarkable Tranfaftion as

it is related by St. Mark confidered in a new light; explained,

and vindicated; in a Letter to efq; 1758," 4to. 4.
" A Defence of the Lord Bilhopof London's [Sherlock] Inter-

pretation of the famous Text in the Book of Job, ' I know that

my Redeemer liveth,' againft the Exceptions of the Eifhop

of Glou^efter [Warburton], the Examiner of the Bifhop

of London's Principles ; with occafional Remarks on the Ar-
gument of the divine Legation, fo far as this point is concerned

with it, 1760," 8vo. 5. " Diifertation on Daniel's Prophecy

of the Seventy Weeks," 1 762, 8vo. 6. '* Remarks on Dr.
Kennicott's Letter, &c. 1763," 8vo. 7. " The Cafe between

Gerizim and Ebal, &c. 1764," 8vo. 8. " An Harmony of the

Four Gofpels, fo far as relates to the Hiftory of our Saviour's

Refurreclion, with a Commentary and Notes, 1765," 4to. 9*
" The Genealogy of Jelus Chrift, in Matthew and Luke, ex-

[r] Anecdotes of Bowyer, by Nichols, furance-office at Serjsanfs-Inn, each of

p. 365. which produced 1931. to his nominee or

[s] It appears from an advertifement in executor. Thefe numbers, however, were
the news-papers, July 17, 1781, that Dr. probably fecurity for money he had bor»

Parry poffefled three numbers in the Af- rowed, or debts he owed.

Vol. XII. D plained
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plained; and the Jewifh Objeftions removed, 1771," 8vo. 10.
Dr. Parry wrote one of the anfwcrs to Dr. Heathcote's pamphlet
on the Leicefterlliire eleftion in 1775 [t].

PARSONS, or PERSONS (Robert), in both which ways
he wrote his name, a remarkable Englifli Jefuit, was the fon of
a blackfmith, at Netherftoway, near Bridgewater in Somerfet-
lliire, where he was born in 1546 ; and, appearing to be a boy
of extraordinary parts, was taught Latin by the vicar of the
parifh, who conceived a great affection for him [u], and con-
tributed to his fupport at Oxford, where he m as admitted of
Baliol College in 1563. In the univerfity he became remark-
able, as an acute difputant in fcholaftic cxercife, then much in

vogue : fo that, having taken liis firft degree in arts in 1568, he
was the fame year made probationer fellow of his college ; and
foon after became the moft famous tutor in the fociety. He
entered into orders foon after, and was made focius facerdos, or

chaplain fellow. In 1572, he proceeded M.A. was burfar that

year, and the next dean of the college ; but, being charged by
the fociety with incontinency, and embezzling the college-

money, to avoid the fliame of a formal expulilon, he was per-

mitted, out of refpecl to his learning, to make a refignation;

which he did in Feb. 1574, with leave to keep his chamber
and pupils as long as he pleafed, and to have his commons alfo

till the enfuing Eafter.

He had till this time openly profelTed himfelf a Proteftant, and

was the firfl who introduced books of that religion into the

college library: but prefently after this rebuke, quitting Oxford,

he Vv'ent firft to London, and thence, June 1574, through

Antwerp to Louvain: where, meeting with father William
Good his countryman, a Jefuit, he fpent a week in the fpiritual

exercifes at the college of that order [x], and began to entertain

an afFe6lion for it. He proceeded, however, to Padua upon his

firft refolution, which was to apply himfelf to phyfic, in order

to praclife it for a fupport ; but he had not been long at Padua,

before the unfettled ftate of his mind and fortune excited in him
a curiohty to vifit Rome. This vifit fixed him heartily a Jefuit:

for, here meeting with fome Englilhmen of the order, he became
fo impatient to be among them, that he went back to Padua,

fettled his affaifs there, and returning to Rome, May 1575, was
chofen a member of the fociety of Jefus, and admitted into the

Englifti college.

He was indeed framed by nature, as well as by inclination,

for this fociety, being fierce, turbulent, and bold [y] ; and he

{t] Britifh Topogr. I. 518. of Roman Treafons."

[u] He was fufpefted to be his real [x] Mori Hlft. miflionis Anrli.ana?.

father! and it is faid that Baliol college [y] Camden: who was his contempo-

had a certificate that he was a baftard. rary at Oxford.

Foulis's Life of Parfoas, in his <• Hiftory

foon
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foon made a difllnguifhed figure in it. Having Completed the

courfe of his ftudies, he became one of the principal penitentia-

ries ; and was in ftich credit with the pope in 1579, that he

obtained a grant from his holinefs to raife an hofpiral at Rome,
founded in queen Mary's time, and to eftablifh it into a college

or feminary for the Engl i Hi, by the name of *' Collegium de
urbe," dedicated to the Holy Trinity and St- Thomas [a Becket],

where the ftudents were obliged to take the following oath :

*' I N.N. confidering with how great benefits God hath blefled

me, &c. do promife, by God's afliftance, to enter into holy

orders as foon as I fliall be fit, and to return to England to con-
vert my countrymen there, whenever it fhall pleafe the fuperior

of this houfe to command me.'" He had no fooner feen this

college fettled, and his friend father Allen chofen, by his recom-
mendation, redtor of it [z], than he was appointed to go in

quality of fuperior in a million to England, in order to promote
the Romifh religion in that kingdom. Edmund Campian was
joined with him, and other affiltants, in this arduous province ;

and they managed matters fo artfully, that, notwithftanding the

time of their departure from Rome, and the whole route of their

journey, and even their pictures had been fent to England before

them, yet they found means by difguife to efcape the ftriilefl:

fearch that was made, and arrived fafe in London.
Here they hired a large houfe, in the name of lord Paget

;

and, meeting the heads of their party, opened the defign of their

million : they communicated to them a faculty they brought from
the pope, Gregory XHI. difpenfmg with the Romanifts for

obeying queen Elizabeth ; notwithftanding the bull which had
been publlfhed by his predecefTor Pius V. abfolving the queen's

fubje6ls from their oath of allegiance, and pronouncing an
anathema againfl all that fhould obey her [a]. This done, they
difperfed themfelves into different parts of the kingdom ; the
mid-land counties being chofen by Parfons, that he might be
near enough to Lot,don, to be ready upon all emergencies,

Campian went into the North, where they had the kafl fuccefs.

The harvefl: was greatefl in Wales. Parfons travelled about the

country to gentlemens houfes, difguifed either in the habit of a
foldier, a gentleman, a minifter, or an apparitor ; and applied

hirnfelf to the work with fo much diligence, that, by the help of
his affociates, he entirely broke the cuftom, that had till then
prevailed among the Papifls, of frequenting the Proteflant

churches, and joining in the fervice [b]. And notwithftanding
the oppofition made by the moderate Papifts, who denied the

[z] See an account of this father. Ath. " for Treafon, and not for Religion."

Oj"j»- p. Ill, U2, where thefe Faculties are

[a] Lord Burleigh's piece, entitled, printed.
' The Execution of Juftice in England, [b] Camden.
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pope's tlepofing power, and fome of whom even took the oath of

allegiance
;

yet, if we may believe himfelf, every thing was
ready for a general infurrecElion before Chriltmas.

But all his defperate defigns were defeated by the vigilance of

lord Burleigh ; and Campian being difcovered, feized and im-
prifoned, Parfons, who was then in Kent, immediately crolTed the

water, and went to Rouen in Normandy. He had found means
privately to print feveral books in furtherance of his caufe, while

he was in England : and now being more at eafe, he printed

others, which he likewife procured to be difperfcd there [c].

In 1583, he returned to Rome, being fucceeded in his office of

fuperior to the Eng'ifli miflion by a perfon named Heyward.
The management of that million, however, was left to him by

Aquaviva, the general of tiie order ; and he was appointed pre-

fedl of it in 1592. In the interim, having procured for the

JEnglifh feminary before mentioned, at Rome, a power ofchoofing

an EngliQi re6bor in 1586, he was himfelf eleded into that office

the following year.

Upon the prodigious preparations in Spain to invade England,

Parfons was difpatched thither, to turn the opportunity of the

prefent temper of that monarch to the bell advantage of his

order, whofe enormities had nearly brought them into the inqui-

lition. Parfons found means to elude the feverity of that tri-

bunal ; obtained of the king, that his majefty fliould appoint one

of the judges, and himfelf another, for this inquifition ; and

then fet about the main bufmefs of the voyage. While he was
in England, he had laboured to promote the popilli recufancy,

and to bring the Englifh Papifts under tlie government of the

Jefuits. In the fame fpirit, after he was obliged to quit his

country, he employed all his arts and interelt to get feminaries

ere6led for fupplying England from time to time with priefts to

keep lip that recufancy, and to prepare the Papifls there to join

with any invafion which thofe abroad fhould procure.

Thus, for inftance, as Mr. Gee remarks [d], he treated with

the duke of Guife to ere6l a feminary for fuch a purpofe in

Normandy ; and now he prevailed with Philip II. to ere£l fuch

foundations in Spain: (o that in a fhort time they could not

only boafl of their feminaries at Rome and Rheims, but of thofe

at Valladolid, Seville, and St. Lucar in Spain, at Lifbon in

Portugal, and at Douay and St. Omers in Flanders. In all

thefe, their youth were educated in violent prejudices againfl:

their country, and their minds formed to all the purpofes that

father Parfons had in his head: one of thefe was, obliging them

to fubfcribe to the title of the Infanta of Spain to the crown of

England : in fupport of which, he publifhed his " Conference

[c] See the lift of his books at the end [d] In his intioduftion to the Jefuits

«f this narrative. memorial.

about
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about the next fucceflion to that crown," in which he declared

the lawfulnefs of depofmg queen Elizabeth. The fecular priefts

likewife inform us, that, after the defeat of his defigns to de-

throne that queen, while he ftayed in England, he confiilted with

the duke of Guife of France upon the fame fubjedl ; for which
purpofe he endeavoured to make a lift of Catholics, who, under

tlie conduft of the duke, were to change the ftate of England,

upon pretence of fupporting the title of Mary queen of Scots [e].

After the defeat of the Spanilh armada in 1588, he left no
means in his power untried, to invite that monarch to a fecond

invafion ; and when nothing effectual could be obtained that way,
he endeavoured to raife a rebellion in England, and tampered,

with the earl of Derby to appear at the head of it, who was
poifoned, by his procurement, for refufing it [f]. Nor did he
flop here. We find fir Ralph Winwood informing fecretary

Cecil from Paris, in 1602, of an attempt to aifalTinate the

queen that year by another Englifh Jefuit, at the inftigation of
father Parfons [o]. Finding all his proje£l:s againft queen Eli-

zabeth blafted, he plotted the exclufion of king James by feveral

means ; one of which was, exciting the people to fet up a

popular form of government, for which he had furnifhed them
with principles in feveral of his books. Another was, to engage
the pope in a defign of making his kinfman the duke of Parma
king of England, by joining with the lady Arabella, and marry-
ing her to the duke's brother, cardinal Farnefe. Cardinal d'Oflat

gives the king of France a large account of both thefe projefts

in one of his letters ; and in another mentions a third, wherein
himfelf had received overtures from Parfons ; which was, that

the pope, king of France, and king of Spain, fhould agree
among themfelves upon a fuccelfor for England, who fliould be
a Catholic ; and that they (liould join their forces to eftabli(h

him on the throne [h].

The death of his friend cardinal Allen, however, in 1594,
drew his attention for a while from thefe weighty public affairs

upon his own private concerns. It was chieHy by his intereft,

that the cardinal had obtained the purple
[
i], and he conceived

great hopes of fucceeding him in it. The dignity was worth
his utmoft endeavours, and he fpared no pains to compafs it.

Se]
JefuitsReafonsunreafonable, p.65. the whole body ot" the Jefuits, did ever

f] Gee, as before, p. 51, 52. moitaliy hate all the favourers or well-

3g] Winwood's Memorials, vol. i. wiihers to Dr. Lewis, who became after-

[h] Oflat's Letters, part ii. lib. 3. waids bilhop of Coffam. Stateof the Eng-
[i] Allen's competitor was Dr. Owen lifh fugitives under the king of Spain and

Lewis, redlor of the Englifh college at his minillers, p. 51. Lond. 1596, 410.

Rome. The conteft was very fharp, each Allen was chofen July 28, 1587, by the
party labouring with all his power and title of Cardinal of St. Martin in Montibus,
intereft to carry it againft the other, nor and two years afterwards was made arch-
I'ithout great animofity : and, after Allen bilhop of Mechlin, the metropolis of Br;^..

ad been chofen cardinal, he, together with bant.
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To that purpofe he employed fome Jefuits to obtain in Flanders

a petition to the king of Spain, fubfcribed by great numbers of

the loweft of the people, as well as thofe of better rank and
quality. He applied alfo to that monarch by John Piragues,

one of his prime confidents, but received no anfwer; and then

went himfelf to Rome in 1596, under pretence of fettling fome
quarrels, that had arifen in the Englini college there during his

abfence. He had the year before been complimented, in a letter

from fome of the principal perfons of his order there, on the

affured profpe6l he had of fucc.eeding [k] ; and upon his arrival

was vifited, among others of the higheft rank, particularly by

cardinal Bellarmin, who encouraged him to wait upon the pope,

as he did, with an account of the reports that were fpread all

over Flanders, and even at Rome, of his holinefs's deHgn to

confer the purple upon him, and that the king of Spain had

written to his holinefs upon the occafion. Father More, who
furnilhes thefe particulars, tells us further, that Parfons made a

modefl: fpeech, as ufnal on fuch occahons, intimating that he

feared he was unworthy of fo high an honour : and that the

pope, being before refolved, gave him for anfwer, that he had

lieard nothing from the Spaniards upon any fuch fubje6l ; that

idle reports were not to be minded ; that he was very well fatif-

fied with his fervices, and exhorted him to continue in the fame

courfe. The pontiff, it feems, had received fo many complaints

of him from the fecular clergy [l], that, jnftead of bringing

him into the facred college, he had fome thoughts of flripping

him of the pofts he already pofTefied. Infomuch, that to avert

this difgrace, he withdrew on pretence of health to Naples, and

did not return to Rome till after the death of that pope [Clement
Vni.]in 1606 [m].

But this check did not hinder him from exercifing hisjurif-

di(SI:ion over the Romanics in England, as prefe6l of the Englillj

miffion ; and, after his return to Rome, we find him removing

the arch-prefbyter of England, Blakwell, for taking the oath of

fupremacy to James I. He likewife obtained a brief from
Paul y, to deprive all fuch priefts as Ihould take that oath [n].

He continued zealous in the djfcharge of this office to the lall.

Father More has given copies of three letters, one to the million

in England, another to the rector of St. Oraers, and the third

to the arch-prefbyter Berkit, fucceffor to Blakwell ; all dilated

by him, while he lay pafi recovery in the judgment of his phy-

[k] The lattier was from Monaroeus, impoftor, incendiary, Machiavelian libel-

afliftant general of the Jefuits order, and ler, and the worft of villains ; and tliat

Gibbons; and' ic is dated February 2.0, this pope Clement called him a knave.

'J699. Ibid. Abbot's Ancilaff.

[l] It is obferved, that Fitzherbert [m] More, as before,

called him an hypocrite ; that the reft of [n] Foulis's Hift. of Treafons, &.C.

the feculars gave him the titles of atheift, p. 531.
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ficlans. Thelafi: was finifhed, the 13th of April ; and the fever,

which had feized him on the loth, put a pc^riod to his life on the

1 8th, 1 610. Pope Paul, as foon as he heard of his illnefs,

indulged him in all the ceremonies ufually granted to cardinals

at the point of death. His body was embalmed and interred,

purfuant to his own recjueft, in the chapel of his college at

Rome, clofe to that of cardinal Allen [o]. A monument was
foon after ere6led to his memory, with an infcription ; a copy
of which may he feen in Ribadineira's Bibl. Soc. Jef. under the

letter, P.

After perufing this memoir, the reader will not be furprifed

to hear, that father Alegambe gives this colleague a very great

chara6ler for piety and integrity ; notwithftanding what is faid

of him by cardinal d'Ofiat, who, in a letter to the king of
France, giving an account of Parfons's " Conference," &c.
publilhed under the name of '* Doleman," declares that he was
a man who regarded neither truth nor reafon. Pafquin alfo at

Rome thus expofed his fa6lious and plotting hutnour :
*' If there

be any man that will buy the kingdom of England, let him
repair to a merchant in a black fquare cap in the city, and he
ihall have a very good pennyworth thereof." To conclude, the

imputation laid upon him by the Englifli fecular Romilh priefts,

as well as the Protcftants, that he was a perfon of a turbulent

and fcditious nature, is fufficiently fupported by his numerous
writings, the titles of which are as follow :

[0} So that, as they were united in

their lives, they ihould not be divided after

tlieir death. Allen, according to Wood,
was born at Roflal in Lancaihire, about

15325 fent to Oriel college, Oxford, in

1547, of which he was chofen fellow in

1550; took his degree in Arts; in 1556,
became principal of St. Mary Hall, and

Vvas made canon of York in 1553. Upon
the alteration of religion by queen Eliza-

beth, he retired in 1560 to Lou vain; where
he took piipi s, and printed a book in

defence of purgatory, againft bifhop jewel,

in 1565. Soon after, he returned to his

native air for heakli, and was very aftive

both with his pen and tongue in promoting

popery ; till he was forced to leave Eng-
land, after he had been there about three

years. His firft ftage abroad v/as in a

n-;onafl;ery at Mechlin, where he was made
divinity. reader : but, after a fhort fl:ay

there, he went to Douay, took the degree

of D.D. and vvas made canon of the church
of C:\mbray. He founded a feminary at

Douay, in 156S; and, being foon after

made canon of Rheims-, he procured an-

other feminary to be created thsre by the

Guifes, klnfmen to Mary queen of Scots,
and at length became a cardinal, and
archbp. of Mechlin. The character given
of him by Camden is, That he, with R.
Parfons and others, did lie in continual
wait for the deftruftlon of prince and peo-
ple of England ; and, by exciting both
foreigners abroad, and natural fubjeifls at
home, plotted the reftoration of theRomifh
religion to its ancient vigour; to which
end headvifed the fending of Parfons upon,
the Englifh million. Further, that after

he had put off both his love to his coun-
try, and obedience to his prince, he in-
cenled the Spaniards and the pope of Rome
to affault England. When the bull of
excommunication againft queen Elizabeth
came forth in 1588, he brought it into the
Low Countries, and caufed it to be printed
in Englifii. He wrote alfo an " Admo-
nition to the Englilh, that they ftick to
the Pope and the Spaniard." Some ac-
count of which, as well as other books
written by him, may be feen in " Pitfius

de Illuftrib. Angl. Scriptor," and " Athen.
0x00."
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T. '' A brief Difcourfe, containing the Reafons why Catho-

lics refiife to go to Church, with a Dedication to Queen Eliza-

beth, under the fidlitious name of John Howlet, Dec 15,
1580." 2. *' Reafons for his coming into the Miffion of Eng-
land, &c." by fome afcribed to Campian. 3. " A brief Cenfure •

upon two Books, written againft the Reafons and Proofs."

4. *' A Difcovery of John Nichols, mifreported a Jefuit ;" all

written and printed while the author was in England. 5. *' A
Defence of the Cenfure given upon his two Books, &c. 1583."
6. *' De perfecutione Anglicana epiftola, Rome and IngoKtadt,

1582." 7. " A Chriftian Diredory, 1583." 8. " A Second
Part of a Chriifian Direcftory, &c. iqgi." Thefe two parts

being printed erroneoufly at London, Parfons publiihed an edi-

tion of them under this title: ** A Chriftian Direftory, guiding

men to their Salvation, &c. with many Corre6lions and Addi-
tions by the Author himfelf." This book is really an excellent

one, and was afterwards put into modern Englifh by Dr. Stan-

hope, dean of Canterbury ; in which form it has gone through

eight editions, the laft in 1782. 9. " Refponfio ad Eliz. Regins
edi6lum contra Catholicos, Romas, 1593," under the name of.

And. Philopater. 10. "A Conference about the next Succellion

to the Crown of England, dec. 1594," under the feigned name
of Doleman [p], 11. ** A temperate Wardword to the turbu-

lent and feditious Watchword of fir Fr. Haftings, knight, &c.

1599," under the fame name. 12. ** A Copy of a Letter writ-

ten by a Mafter of Arts at Cambridge, &c." written in 1584,
and printed about 1600. This piece was commonly called

*' Father Parfons's Green Coat," being fent from abroad with

the binding and leaves in that livery, 13. ** Apologetical Epiftle

to the Lords of her Majefty's Privy Council, &c. 1601." 14.
** Brief Apology, or Defence of the Catholic Ecclcfiaftical

Hierarchy erected by pope Clement VIII. &c. St. Omers,
1601." 15. '* A Manifeftation of the Folly and bad Spirit of

fecular Priefts, 1602." 16. *' A Decachordon of ten Qiiodli-

beticalQueftions, 1602." 17. " De Peregrinatione." 18. "An
Anfvver to O. E. whether Papifts or Protcltants be true Catho-

lics, 1603." 19. " A Treatife of the three Converfions of

Paganifm to the Chriftian Religion," publiihed (ns are alfo tlie

two following) under the name of N. D. [ Nicholas Doleman]
in 3 vols. 8vo, 1603, 1604. 20. " A Relation of a Trial

made before the king of France in 1600, between the bifhop of

Evreux and the lord Pleftis Mornay, 1604." 21. " A Defence
of the precedent Relation, &c." 22. A Review of ten public

[p] This piece was the produdlion of the materials are faid to be furnifhed by

cardinal Allen, Inglefield, and others. See the reft, and that Parfons, who had a

a letter of Parfons to a friend, dated a4th happy talent this way, put it into a proper

Alay i6o?, in Mori Hift. Miff. ; where method.

Dif-
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Difputations, &c. concerning the Sacrifices and Sacrament of
the Altar, 1604." 23. " The Forerunner of Bell's Downfall
of Popery, 1605." 24. " An Anfwer to the fifth Part of the

Reports of Sir Edward Coke, &c. 1606," 4to, publifhed under
the name of a Catholic Divine, 25. " De facris alienis non
adeundis, queftiones duas, 1607." 26. '* A Treatife tending to

Mitigation towards Catholic Subjefts in England, againft Tho-
mas Morton (afterwards bifhop of Durham), 1607." 27. *' The
Judgement of a Catholic Gentleman concerning king James's
Apology, &c, 1608." 28. " Sober Reckoning with Thomas
Morton, 1609," 29. " A Difcullion of Mr. Barlow's Anfwer
to the Judgment of a Catholic Englifhman concerning the Oath
of Allegiance, 1612." This book being left not quite finiihed

at the author's death, was afterwards completed and publifhed

by Thomas Fitzherbert. The following are alfo pofthumous
pieces : 30. " The Liturgy of the Sacrament of the Mafs,
1620." 31. "A Memorial for Reformation, &:c. ;" thought
to be the fame with, ** The High Court and Council of the

Reformation," finiihed after twenty years labour in 1596, but
not publilhed till after Parfons's death ; and republiflied from a
copy prefented to James II. with an introdu6l:ion and fome
animadvcrfions by Edward Gee, under the title of, " The Jefuits

Memorial for the intended Reformation of the Church of Eng-
land under their firfl: Popifh Prince, 1690," 8vo. 32. There is

alfo afcribed to him, '* A Declaration of the true Caufes of the

great Troubles pre-fuppofed 'o be intended againft the Realm of
England, &c. Seen and allowed, anno 1581." 33. Parfons
alfo tranflated from the Englilh into Spanilh, *' A Relation of
certain Martyrs in England, printed at Madrid 1590," 8vo.

PARSONS (James,) an excellent phyfician and polite

fcholar, was born at Barnftaple, in Dcvonlhire, in March,
^1°5 [Q^- ^'S father, who was the youngeft of nine fons of
colonel Parfons, and nearly related to the baronet of that name,
being appointed barrack-maiter at Bolton' in Ireland, removed
with his family into that kingdom [r] foon after the birth of his

[(Q Anecdotes of Bowyer, by Nichols, quity, as to occafion my application to the

p- 384. ftudy of the Welflj tongue alfo : in which
[r] In the "Preface to the Memoirs I had equal pleafuie and furprize, when,

of Japhet," he fays, " I fpent feveral the more I enquired, the more nearly re-
ycars of my life in Ireland, and there at- lated the Irifli and WeHh languages ap-
tained to a tolerable knowledge in the very peared. When I was fent abroad to ftudy
antient tongue of that country, which en- the medicinal art, I frequently converfed
abled me to conlult fome of their manu- with young gentlemen from moft parts of
fcripCs, and become inftrufted in their Europe, who came to Paris, and followed
grammatical inftitutes. Afterwards I be- the fame mafters, in every branch of the
came acquainted with feveral gentlemen profeflion, with me j and my furprize wai
from Wales, well verfed in their own hif- agreeably increafed in finding that, in
tory and language ; men of fenfe and libe- every one of their native tongues, I could
ral learning : who, in many converfations difcover the roots of moft of their expref-
upon fuch fubjefts, gave me fuch fatif- fions in the Irifh or Welfli."
faction and light, in matters of high anti-

then
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then only Ton [s] James, who received at Dublin the early part

of his education, and, by the afliftance of proper mafters, laid a

confiderable foundation of clalfical and other ufeful learning,

which enabled him to become tutor to lord Kingfton. Turning
his attention to the ftudy of medicine, he went afterwards to

Paris, where (to ufe his own words) ** he [t] followed the mod
eminent profeffors in the feveral fchoois, as Albiic, Dubois,

Lemcry, and others ; attended the anatomical lectures of the

moft famous [Hunaud and De Cat] ; and chemicals at the

King's Garden at St. Come. He followed the phyficians in

both hofpitals of the Hotel Dieu and La Charite, and the che-

mical lectures and demonftrations of Lemery and Boulduc ; and

in botany, Jullieu. Having finilhed thefe ftudies, his profeffors

gave him honorable attellarious of his having followed them with

diligence and induftry, which entitled him to take the degrees of

do6lor and profelTor of the art of medicine, in any univerlity in

the dominions of France. Intending to return to England, he

judged it unnecelTary to take degrees in Paris, imlefs he had

refolved to refide there ; and as it was more expenfive, he there-

fore went to the univerfity of Rheims, in Champaign, where,

by virtue of his atteftations, he was immediately admitted to

three examinations, as if he hsd finifhed his ftudies in that aca-

demy ; and there Avas honoured with his degrees June ii, 1736.

In the July following he came to London, and was foon em-
ployed by Dr. James Douglas to afllft him in his anatomical

works, where in fome time he began to pradtife. He was
elected a member of the Royal Society in 1740; and, after due

examination, was admitted a Licentiate of the College of Phy-

ficians, April r, 1751 ;
paying college fees and bond itamps of

different denominations to the auiount of 41I. 2s. 8d. fubjetl

alfo to quarterage of two pounds per annum. In 1755 he paid

a farther fum of 7I. which, with the quarterage-money already

paid, m.ade up the fum of 16I. in lieu of all future payments."

On his arrival in London, by the recommendation of his Paris

friends, he was introduced to the acquaintance of Dr. Mead,
fir Hans Sloane, and Dr. James Dougla'^. '^I'his great aiiatomift

made ufe of his affiflance, not only in his anaiomical prepara-

tions, but alfo in his reprefentations of morbid and other appear-

ances, a lift of feveral of which was in the hands of his friend

Dr. Maty ; who had prepared an Eloge on Dr. Parfons, which

was never ufed, but which, by the favour of Mrs. Parfons,

Mr. Nichols has preferved at large. Though Dr. Parfons cul-

tivated the feveral branches of the profeflion of phyfic, he was

principally employed in the obftetrical line. In 1738, by the

intereft of his friend Dr. Douglas, he was appointed phyfician

[s] He had afterwards r.ncther foil (a furgeon) and a daughter, who were born

in Ireland. [t] From his own MSS.
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to the public Infirmary in St, Giles's. In 1739 ^e married

mifs Elizabeth Reynolds, by whom he had two fens and a

daughter, who all died young. Dr. Parfons refided for many
years in Red Lion-fquare, where he frequently enjoyed the com-
pany and converfatinn of Dr. Stukely, Bp. Lyttieton, Mr. Henry
JBaker, Dr. Knight, and many other of the moft dillinguiflied

members of tiie Royal and Antiquarian Societies, and that of

Arts, Manufa6i;ures and Commerce ;
giving weekly an elegant

dinner to a large but fele6t party. He enjoyed alfo the literary

correfpondence of D'Argenville, Buffbn, Le Cat, Beccaria, Amb.
Bertrand, Valltravers, Afcanius, Turberville Needham, Dr.
Garden, and others of the moft diltinguifhed rank in fcience.

As a practitioner he was judicious, careful, honeft, and remark-

ably humane to the poor; as a friend, obliging and communi-
cative ; chearful and decent in converfation ; fevere and ftridl

in his morals, and attentive to fill with propriety all the various

duties of life. In 1769, finding his health impaired, he pro-

pofed to retire from bufinefs and from London, and with that

view difpofed of a confiderable number of his books and foffils,

and went to Briftol. But he returned foon after to his old houfe,

and died in it after a week's illnefs, on the 4th of April, 1770,
to the inexpreffible grief of his afflifted wife and fifter-in-law,

and many of his intimate friends. By his laft will, dated in

October, 1766, he gave his whole property to Mrs. Parfons;

and, in cafe of her death before him, to mifs Mary Reynolds,

her only fifter, '* in recompence for her affectionate attention to

him and to his wife, for a long courfe of years, in ficknefs and

in health." It was his particular requeft, that he fhould not be

buried till fome change fhould appear in his corpfe ; a requeft

which occafioned him to be kept unburied 17 days, and even

then fcarce the flighteft alteration was perceivable. He was
buried at Hendon, in a vault which he had caufed to be built on
the ground purchafed on the death of his fon James, where his

tomb had a very commendatory infcription. A portrait of Dr.
Parfons, by Mr. Wilfon, is now in the Britifh Mufeum ; an-

other, by Wells, in the hands of his v/idow, with a third unfi-

niihed ; and one of his fon James ; alfo a family piece, in which
the fame fon is introduced, with the doifor and his lady, accom-
panied by her fifter. Among many other portraits, Mrs. Parfons

had fome that were very fine of the illuftrious Harvey, of Bp.

Burnet, and of Dr. John Freind ; a beautiful miniature of
Dr. Stukeley ; fome good paintings, by her huftjand's own hand,

particularly the Rhinoceros, which he defcribed in the " Philo-

fophicai Tranfa6lions." She pofieiTed alfo his MSS. and fome
capital printed books ; a large folio volume, entitled, " Figuraa

quasdam Mifcellaneae quae ad rem Anatomicam Hiftoriamque

jMaturalem fpedant
;
quas propria adumbravit manu Jacobus

' Parfons,
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Parfons, M. D. S. S. R. Ant. &c." another, called '' Drawings
of curious Foffiis, Shells, &c. in Dr. Parfons's Colledlion,

drawn by hinfifelf ;" &c. &c. Mrs. Parfons profelTed herfelf

ready to give, on proper application, either to the Royal or

Antiquarian Society, a portrait of her hufband, and a fiiin of

money to found a ledure to perpetuate his memory, fimilar to

that eftablKhed by his friend Mr. Henry Baker.

It would carry us beyond our ufual limits to enter into an
enumeration of the many curious articles at various times com-
municated to the public by Dr. Parfons ; which may be feen in

the '• Anecdotes of Bowyer." We fliall therefore clofe this article

with an extra£l froin Dr. Maty's eulogium :
*' The furprifing

variety of branches which Dr. Parfons embraced, and the fevcral

living as well as dead languages he had a knowledge of, quali-

fied him abundantly for the place of alliftant fecretary for foreign

correfpondences, which the council of the Royal Society be-

ftowed upon him about the year 1750. He acquitted himfelf to

the utmoft of his power of the fundbions of this place, till a few

years before his death, when he rellgncd in favour of his friend,

who now gratefully pays this laft tribute to his memory. Dr.
Parfons joined to his academical honours thofe which the Royal

College of Phyficians of London bellowed upon him, by admit-

ting him, after due examination, Licentiate, on the firft day of

April, 1751. The difFufive fpirit of our friend was only equal-

led by his defire of information. To both thefe principles he

owed the intimacies which he formed with fome of the greateft

men of his time. The names of Folkes, Hales, Mead, Stukeley,

Necdham, Baker, Collinfon, and Garden, may be mentioned on
this occafion ; and many more might be added. Weekly meet-

ings were formed, where the earlieft intelligence was received

and communicated of any difcovery both here and abroad \ and

new trials were made, to bring to the telt of experience the

reality or ufefulnefs of thefe difcoveries. Here it was that the

microfcopical animals found in feveral infufions were firft pro-

duced \ the propagation of feveral infeils by fe6lion afcertained;

the conftancy of nature amidft thefe wonderful changes cfta-

blillied. His * Remains of Japhet, being Hiftorical Enquiries

into the Affinity and Origin of the European languages,' are a

moft laborious performance, tending to prove the antiquity of

the firft inhabitants of thefe iflands, as being originally defcended

from Gomer and Magog, above loco years before Chrift, their

primitive and ftill fubfifting language, and its affinity with fome
others. It cannot be denied but that there is much ingenuity as

•well as true learning in this work, which helps conviflion, and

often fupplies the want of it. But we cannot help thinking that

our friend's warm feelings now and then midead his judgement,

and that fome at leaft of his conje6lures, refting upon partial

traditions, and poetical fcraps of Irilli filids and Wellh bards,

are
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are lefs fatisfaflory than his tables of affinity between the feveral

northern languages, as deduced from one common flock. Lite-

rature, however, is much obliged to him for having in this, as

well as in many of his other works, opened a new field of obfer-

vations and difcoveries. In enumerating our learned friend's

differtations, we find ourfelves at a lofs whether we (hould fol-

low the order of fubje6ts, or of time ; neither is it eafy to

account for their furprifing variety and quick fucceffion. The
truth is, that his eagernefs after knowledge was fiich, as to

embrace almoft with equal facility all its branches, and with

equal zeal to afcertain the merit of inventions, and afcribe to

their refpecSlive, and fometimes unknown, authors, the glory of
the difcovery. Many operations, which the ancients have tranf-

mitted to us, have been thought fabulous, merely from our igno-

rance of the art by which they were performed. Thus the

burning of the fhips of the Romans at a confiderable diftance,

during the fiege of Syracufe, by Archimedes, w^ould, perhaps,

itill continue to be exploded, iiad not the celebrated M. BuiFon

in France fhewn the poffibility of it, by prefenting and defcrib-

ing a Model of a Speculum, or rather Affem.blage of Mirrors,

by which he could fet fire at the diftance of feveral hundred feet.

In the contriving indeed, though not in the executing of fuch an
apparatus, he had in forne meafure been foreftalled by a writer

now very little known or read. This Dr. Parfons proved in a
very fatisfa6lory manner ; and he had the pleafure to find the

French philofopher did not refufe to the Jefuit his Ihare in the

invention, and was not at ail offended by the liberty he had taken.

Another French difcovery, I mean a new kind of painting

fathered upon the ancients, was reduced to its real value, in a
paper which fhewed our author was poirelTed of a good tafte for

the fine arts : and I am informed, that his fls:ill in mufic was by
no means inferior, and that his favourite amufement was the

ilute. Richly, it appears from thefe performances, did our
author merit the honour of being a member of the Antiquarian

Society, which long ago had allociated him to its labours. To
another fociety, founded upon the great principles of humanity,
patriotifm, and natural emulation, he undoubtedly was greatly

ufeful [u]. He afliited at mod: of their general meetings and
committees ; and was for many years chairman to that of Agri-
Culture ; always equally ready to point out and to promote ufeful.

improvements, and to oppofe the interefted views of fraud and
ignorance, fo infeparable from very extenfive afTociations. No
fooner was this Society [x] formed, than Dr. Parfons became a

[u] The Society for the Encourage- Dr. Fothergill, and other refpeiSable phyfi-

nient of Arts, Manufaftures, and Com- clans, licentiates, in vindication of their

merce. Helikewife was|afibciatedtotheOe- privileges: where, itfhould feem, this eu-
conomical Society at Berne, Dec. 26, 1763. logy was intended to be pronounced.

[x] A \kdical Society inftituted by
member
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member of it. Intimately convinced of the noblenefs of its

views, though from his llation in life little concerned in its fuc-

cefs, he grudged neither attendance nor expence. Neither am-
bitious of taking the lead, nor fond of oppofition, he joined in

any meafure he thought right ; and fubmitted chearfully to the

fentimcnts of the majority, though againfl: his own private

opinion. The juft ideas he had of the dignity of our protelTion,

as well as of the common links which ought to unite all its

members, notwithftanding the differences of country, religion,

or places of education, made him bear impatiently the fhackles

laid upon a great number of refpedablc pradlitioners ; he wiHied,

fondly wilhed, to fee thefe broken ; not with a view of empty
honour and dangerous power, but as the only means of ferving

mankind more effeftually, checking the progrefs of defigning

men and illiterate practitioners, and diffufmg through the whole
body a fpirit of emulation. Though by trequent difappoint-

ments he forefaw, as well as wc, the little chance of a fpeedy

redrefs, he nobly perfifted in the attempt ^ and, had he lived to

the final event, would undoubtedly, like Cato, ftill have pre-

ferred the conquered caufe to that fupported by the gods. After

having tried to retire from buhnefs and from London, for the

fake of his health, and having difpofed of moil of his books with

that view, he found it inconfiitent with his happinefs to forfake

all the advantages which a long refidence in the capital, and the

many connexions he had formed, had rendered habitual to him.

He therefore returned to his old houfe, and died in it, after a

fhort illnefs, April 4, 1770. The ftyle of our friend's compo-
fitions was fufficiently clear in defcription, though in argument

not fo clofe as could have been wilhed. Full of his ideas, he

did not always fo difpofe and connect them together, as to pro-

duce in the minds of his readers that conviilion which was in

his own. He too much defpifed thofe additional graces which
command attention when joined to learning, obfervalion, and

found reafoning. Let us hope tliat his exatnpl!: and fpirit will

animate all his colleagues ; and that thofe praditioners who are

in the fame circinnltances will be induced to join their brethren,

Aire to find amongft them thofe great bleJlings of life, freedom,

equality, information, and friend(hip. As long as thefe great

principles (hall fubfift in this Society, and I trull they will out-

laft the longeft liver, there is no doubt but the members will

meet with the reward honeil men are ambitious of, the appro-

bation of their confcience, the elleein of the virtuous, the

remembrance of pofterity."

PARTHENAY (John de), lord of Soubife, an heroic leader

among the Proteftants of France, was defcended of an ancient

family of his name, and born about 1512. He chofe the pro-

feffion of arms; and, having diftinguilhed himfelf in ii^ was
appointed

a
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appointed to command Henry II's troops in Italy about 1550.

Before he left Italy, he imbibed the fentiments of the reformed

religion, at the court of Ferrara, under the aufpices of Renee,

dutchefs of Ferrara, daughter of Louis XII. of France; who
^ave fancluary to fome Huguenot preachers, and embraced their

doftrine. The general had fome connection with this dutchefs,

his mother having been one of the maids of honour to queen
Anne of Brittany, who procured her marriage with his father

in 1507, and in 1536 appointed her governefs to this dutchefs

of Ferrara, that queen's daughter. The new convert, on his

return to France, applied himfelf with extraordinary zeal to

propagate his principles in the town and neighbourhood of Sou-
bife ; and he fucceedcd fo well, that, in a little time, the mafs
was there forfaken by a great part of the people.

Soubife alfo held frequent conferences with Catherine de
Medicis, queen-mother of Henry HI. who became in her heart

his profelyte, though flie had not courage enough to declare it

openly ; and the dutchefs of Montpenfier, who was always pre-

fent at thefe conferences, was fo much wrought upon by Sou-
bife's difcourfe, that fhe defired, on her death-bed, to have the

facrament adminiftered to her according to the Calviniftical form.

Hence it is that we find the queen-mother, when llie came to be
regent of the kingdom, during the infancy of Charles IX. ap-
pointed Parthenay gentleman of the chamber to the young
monarch in 1561 ; and he was likewife created a knight of the

order of the Holy Ghoft. The fame year, the prince of Conde,
the head of the Huguenot party, w^as alfo fet at liberty: and, in

the very beginning of the religious war, that prince, looking on
the large city of I^yons, which had declared for the Protcft-

ant caufe, as not in fafe hands under the baron dAdrets, appointed

Soubife to that important command in 1562; and he anfwered
fully all the expe£tations which the prince had conceived of him.
In that place he performed many brave affions, and refolutely

kept the city ; defending it effeftually againft all difficulties

both from force and artifice. The duke of Nevers befieged ir

to no purpofe, and the queen-mother attempted in vain to over-

reach him by negociations. He perfevered in maintaining and
promoting the Proteftant caufe with unabated ardour till his

death, in 1566, when he was about fifty-four.

Parthenay, in 1553, had married Antoinette Bouchard, eldefl

daughter of the houfe of Aubeterre ; by whom he had only one
child, a daughter: who has more ftridlly a right to a place in this

work than her father, and is the fubjecl of the enfuing article.

PARTHENAY (Catherine de), daughter and heirefs of
the preceding, whofe courage and conltancy in the caufe of Cal-
vinifm fhe likewife inherited ; and, v^'hat is more extraordinary,

this fortitude was joined to a good fhare of wit, and no con-

temptible
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temptible turn for poetry. This appears from fome poems^
which fhe publifhed in 1572, when fhe could not be above

eighteen, fince her father's marriage was in 1553. She is gene-

rally thought to be the author of an ** Apology for Henry IV."
which was printed as her's in the new edition of her " Journal

of Henry HI." D'Aubigny alfures us, that the king fhewed it

to him as a piece written in her (lyle. Bayle declares, that who-
ever wrote it is a perfon of wit and genius. She wrote alfo

tragedies and comedies ; and particularly the tragedy of " Holo-

fernes," which was reprefented on the theatre of Rochelle in

1574. She was married in 1568, being only fourteen, to

Charles de Quellence, baron de Pont, in Brittany ; who, upon
the marriage, took the name of Soubife: and under this name
is mentioned with honour in the mod remarkable occurrences

of the civil wars of France. He was taken prifoner at the

battle of Jarnac in 1569, and made his efcape by a very artful

ftratagem. La Noue having been wounded the next year at the

fiege of Fontenai-le-Comte, Soubife comtnanded in chief, and

took the place. The fame year he received two wounds at the

fiege of Saintes. But the moll furprifing incident in his life is,

that, not long after this fiege, a fuit was commenced againft him
for impotency, by his mother-in-law the famous Antoinette Bou-

chard, already mentioned, in order to obtain a divorce.

Bayle, who loves to expatiate upon fuch fubjedls, amufes

himfelf here as ufual ; and it muft be acknowledged that the

fubjeft afforded him but too fair an opportunity. Under the

article Quellence, he takes it up more ferioufly, and very feverely

cenfures this proceeding. This fuit was ftill depending, when
the baron fell a facrifice to his religion in the general rnaffacre

of the Proteflants at Paris on St. Bartholomew's day 157 1.

This however was dying in the bed of honour ; and the more fo,

as he was not killed till after he had fought for his life like a

lion. He made fo long a refinance, that thofe who faw he did

not yield, till he was pierced through like a fieve, gave this tef-

timony of him, *' that he was more than man in battles, if he

was lefs than fuch in the nuptial bed." What followed is yet

moft aftonifhing. When his body, thus butchered, was, in its

turn, among the reft, dragged to the gate of the Louvre, in pre-

fence of their majefties and the whole court, feveral of the court-

ladies came out of their apartments ; and, without being (hocked

at the barbarous fpedlacle, gazed in the inoft immodelt manner

on the naked bodies. They fixed their eyes particularly on that

of Du Pont, and furveyed it with great attention, in order to

difcover, if poflible, the caufe or marks of the defedl with which

he was charged. Very different was the behaviour of his wife,

who had not only, out of decency, declined the profecution in

his lifetime, but, after his death, wrote feveral " Elegies" upon

I her
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her lofs ; to which fhe added alfo fome on the death of the

admiral, and other illuftrious perfonages.

Having thus done honour to the manes of her firft hufband.

Die entered into a fecond marriage, in 1575, with Renatus vif-

count Rohan, the fecond of that name ; who leaving her a widov<r

in 1586, though fhe was not yet above thirty-two, flie refolved

not to engage in a third maich for the fake of her children, to

the care and education of whom flie applied her whole thoughts ;

and her care was crowned with all the fuccefs fhe could promife

herfelf from it.

Her elded fon was the celebrated duke de Rohan, who aflerted

the Proteftant caufe with fo much vigour during the civil wars,

in the reign of Louis XHI. Her fecond fon was duke de Sou-

bife. She had alfo three daughters; Henrietta, who died in

1629 unmarried ; and Catherine, who inarried a duke of Deux-
ponts in 1605. It was this lady who made the meinorable reply

to Henry IV. when, attra6led by her beauty, he had declared a

violent padion for her: " I am too poor, fire, to be your wife,

and too nobly born to be your miftrefs." She died in 1607.

The third daughter was Anne, who furvived all her brothers and

fillers, and inherited both her mo':her's genius and magnanimous
fpirit. She was never married, and lived with her mother, and

with her bore all the calamities of the fiege of Rochelle. The
daughter's refolution was worthy of renown \ but the mother's

magnanimity was (till more wonderful, confidering how far fhe

was advanced in age, being then in her feventy-fifth year.

They were reduced, for three months, to the neceflity of living

upon horfe-flefh and four ounces of bread a-day. Yet, notwith'

{landing this v.'retched condition, flie wrote to her fon, *' to go

on as he had begun ; and not let the confideration of the extremity,

to which fhe was reduced, prevail upon him to afl any thing to

the injury of his party, how great foever her fuff.rings might
be." In (hort, ihe and her daughter refufed to be included in

the articles of capitulation, ajid remained prifoners pf war.

They were conveyed to the caflle of-Niort, Nov. 2, 1628 ; and
fhe died in 1631, aged 77.
PARUTA. (Paul), a noble Venetian, born in i ^40, made

himfeif diftinguillied by his learning and fkill in afFliirs of the

date. He was at fin'l hiftoriographer of the Republic, and
afterwards raifed to the very firft employs. He was nominated
to feveral embailies, became governor of Brefcia, and at length

was ele6led procurator of St. Mark ; all which fituations he
filled with great abilities and probity. He died in 159B. There
are extant by him, " Notes upon Tacitus ;"' '' Political Dif-
courfes ;" *' A Trcatife of the Perfe6lion of the Political Life ;"

and, *' A Hiftory of Venice from 1513 to 157?., with the War
Vol. XIL E of
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of Cyprus." Philip Paruta publifhed vafl colle£lions on the

Medals of Sicily, in folio, 1612.

PAS (Antoine de) marquis of Feuquieres, a celebrated

French officer, and author of fome valuable memoirs, was born
in 1648, but did not greatly fignalize himfclf by his military

talents till he was 40 years old. It was tiien in Germany that

he performed fo extraordinary fervices, at the head of only 1006
horfe, that in the enfuing year, 1689, he was advanced to the

rank of marefchal-de-camp. He then dillinguifhcd himfelf

greatly in Italy, and was promoted to be a lieutenant-general in

1693, In this capacity he fcrved till his death in 1711. Before

his death he wrote to folicit the prote6lion of Louis XIV, for

his only fon, and was fuccefsful in his application. The mar-
quis of Feuquieres was an excellent officer, of great theoretical

knowledge, but of a fevere and cenforious turn, and rendered

not the lefs fo by being difappointed of the marefchal's llaff. It

Was faid by the wits, " that he was evidently the boldefl man in

Europe, fince he flept among 100,000 of his enemies," meaning
his foldiers. His " Memoirs," are extant in 4to, and in four

volumes i2mo. They contain the hiftory of the generals of

Louis XIV, and except that the author fometimes inifrepre-

fents, for the fake of cenfuring, are efteemed as among the bed:

books on the art military. The clearnefs of the ftyle, the

variety of the fadls, the freedom of the reflexions, and the faga-

city of the obfervavions, render thefe Memoirs well worthy of

the attention, not only of officers, but of all enlightened ftudents

and politicians.

PASCAL (Blaise), a French divine, and one of the greateft

geniufes that the world has produced, was born at Clermont in

Auvergne,June 19, i623[y]. His father, Stephen Pafcal, born in

1 588, and ofan ancient family, was prefident of the court of aids in

his province : he was a very learned man, an able mathematician,

and a friend of Des Cartes. Ha\ ing an extraordinary tender-

nefs for this child, his only fon, he quitted his office in his pro-

vince, and went and fettled at Paris in 1631, that he might be

quite at leifure for the inltruclion of him : and Blaife never had

any mailer but his father. From his infancy he gave proofs of

a very extraordinary capacity, for he defired to know the reafon

of every thing ; and when good reafons were not given him,

he wotild feek for better : nor would he ever yield his allcnt, but

upon fuch as appeared to him well grounded. There was room
to fear, that with fuch a caff of mind he would fall into free-

thinking, or at lead into heterodoxy; yet he was always very

far froni any thing of this nature. His fiffer, madam Perier,

relates, that he was not only free from all the vices of youth,

[y] Vic de M. Pafcal, par M. Periei- fa Soeiir. Bayle's Dlit. in art. Pafcal, Baillet

Jugsmen?, &c. torn. vi.

but,
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but, what is more ftrange in one of his genius and charafter, was
never inclined to libertinifm in religion, but always confined his

curiofity to things natural. The reafon of it, fhe adds from his

own information, was, that *' his father, having himfelf a great

reverence for religion, had infpired it into him in his infancy ;

and given him this for a maxim, that every thing which is the

objcd of faith cannot be tlie object of reafon, and much lefs

fubjeft to it. And hence it was, that he never was moved by
the difcourfes of free-thinkers ; whom he looked on as a fort of
people, who knew not the nature of faith, but were poiFeifed of

this falfe principle, that human reafon was above all things."

What is told of his manner of learning the mathematics, as

well as the progrefs he quickly made in that fcience, feems

almt)it miraculous. His father, perceiving in him an extraor-

dinary inclination to reafoning, was afraid tliat the knowledge
of the mathematics would hinder his learning the languages.

He kept him, therefore, as much as he could, from all notions

of geonietry ; locked up all his books of that kind ; and refrained

even from fpeaking of it in his prefence. He could not however
make his fm refrain from mufing upon proportions; and one
day furprifed him at work, with charcoal upon his chamber-
floor, and in the midft of figures, he alked him, " what he was
doing?" *' I am fcarching," fays Pafcal, " for fuch a thing;"

which was juft the 32d propofition of the firfl: book of Euclid.

He alked him then, " how he came to think of this r" '* It was,"

fays Pafcal, " becaufe I found out fuch another thing:" and fo

going backward, and ufing the names of " bar" and *' round,"

he carne at length to the definitions and axioms he had formed
to himfelf. Does it not feem miraculous, that a boy fliould

work his way into the heart of a mathematical book, without

ever having feen that or any other book upon the fubjccSl, or

knowing any thing of the terms? Yet we are alfured of the

truth of this by madam Perier, and fcveral other writer?, the

credit of vvhofe teflimony cannot reafonably b.? queftioned. He
had, from henceforward, full liberty to indulge his genius in

mathematical purfuits. He underftood Euclid's Elements, as

foon as he caft his eyes upon them : and this was not flrange
;

for, as we have feen, he had gone exa6tly in the fame path
before. At fixteen, he wrote a " Treatife of Conic Stdlions,"

which was accounted by the moft learned a mighty effort of
genius : and therefore it is no wonder, that T)zs Cartes, who had
been in Holland a longtime, ihould, upon reading it, choofe to

believe, that Mr. Pafcal, the father, was the real author of it.

At nineteen, he contrived an admirable arithmetical machine,
which was efteemcd a very wonderful thing: and at twenty-
three, having feen the Torricellian experiment, he invented an4
fried a great number of other new experiments.

E % After
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After he had laboured abundantly in mathematical and philo-

fophical difquilitions, he ff)rfook thofe fhidies, and all human
learning, at once; and determined to know nothing for the

future, but Jefus Chrift, and him crucified. He was not twenty-

four, when the reading of fome pious books had put him upon
taking this holy refolution: and he became as great a devotee as

any age has produced. Bayle fays, that " the extraordinary

devotion of fo excellent a miuhematician, and fo great a philo-

fopher, may ferve to refute the libertines, who cannot now tell

us, that none but fmall wits have any piety. He owns, that it

is indeed rare to fee great devotion in fucli perfons; and he

thinks w^e may fay in this cafe-, what the abbot Furctiere faid of

attornies, viz. There are fome faints w^ho have been advocates,

bailiffs, nay even phyficians and comedians : and there is no
profeflion, but what hath produced faints, except that of ah
attorney." Pafcal now gave himfelf up entirely to a ftate of

prayer and mortification : he had always in his thoughts thefc

great inaxims, of renouncing all pleafiire, and all fuperfluity
;

and this he practifed with rigour even in his illneifes, to which
he was frequently- fubjeCl, being of a very infirm habit of

body. When ficknefs obliged him to feed fomewhat delicately,

he took great care not to relifli or tafte what he eat. He
had no violent a{fc61ion for thofe he loved; he thought it

fmful, fince a man pofleHes a heart which belongs only to God.
He found fault with fome difcourfes of his fitter, which fhe

thought very innocent ; as, if flie had faid upon occafion that

fhe had feen a beautiful v/oman, he w-ould be angry, and tclt

her, that fhe might raife had thoughts in footmen and young
people. He. frequently wore an iron girdle full of points next

to his fkin, and when anv vain thought came into his head, or

when he took particular pleafure in any thing, he gave himfelf

fome blows with his elbov/, to redouble the prickings, and to

recall himfelf to his duty. In the four laft years of his life, his

chief diverfion was to go and vifit the churches, v*'here fome
reliques were expofed, or fomefolemnity obfcrved; and be-

caufe he did this with much devotion and fimplicity, a certain

very virtuous perfon took oceafion to obferve, that " the grace of

God difcovers itfelf in great geniufes by little things, and in

common ones by great things." His humility was fuch, that

he would not fuffer any one to wait on him. ; and the curate of

St. Stephen du Mont, who faw him in his laft ficknefs, very

frequently faid, *' He is a child, he is humble, he fubmits like

a little child."

Though Pafcal had thus abllracfcd himfelf from the world,

yet he could not forbear paying Ibme attention to what was doing

in it; and he even intcrefted himfelf in the contcft between the

Jefuits and the Janfenifts^ The Jefijits, though they had the

X popes
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popes and kings on their fide, were yet decried by the people

;

who brought up aficfh againft them the alfaainatijn of Henry

the Great, and all the old ftories t'.7.t were likely to make them

odious. Pafcal went farther ; and by his " Provincial Letters,"

publifhed in 1656, under the name of Louisde Montaltc, made

them the fubjcft of ridicule. " Thefe letters," fays Voltaire [z],

*' may be confidered as a model of eloquence and humour.

The heft comedies of Moliere have not more wit, than the firft

part of thefe letters; and the fubliraity of the latter part of them

IS equal to any thing in BofTuet. It is true, indeed, that the

whole book was built upon a falfe foundation ; for the extra-.-

vagaiit notions of a few Spanifh and Flemilh Jefnits were art-

fully afcribed to the whole fociety. Many abfurdities might

likewife have been difcovered among the Dominican and Fran-?

cifcan cafuiils; but this would not have anfwered the purpofe,

for the whole raillery was to be levelled only at the Jefuits.

Thefe letters v/ere intended to prove, that the Jefuits had formed

a defign to corrupt mankind ; a defign, which no fe<5t or fociety

ever had, or can have." Here, however, Voltaire is not alto-

gether correal ^ for the Jefuits cited by Pafcal, were confidered

as oracles by their order; and the whole fociety always aiSled fo

fyftematically as a body, that the do6lrines of one may be im-
puted to the reft, more fairly than in any other clafs of men,
Voltaire calls Pafcal " the firll of their fatirifts; for Defpreaux,"
fays he, " mufl: be confidered as only the fecond." In another

place, fpeaking of this work of Pafcal, he fays, that " exam-
ples of all the various fpecies of eloquence are to be found in

it. Though it has been now written almofl an hundred years,

yet not a fingle word occurs in it, favouring of that viciflitude

to which living languages are fo uibjecl. Here then we are to

fix the epocha, when our language may be faid to have afRimed
a fettled form. The biOiop of Lucon, fon of the celebrated

BufTy, told me, that afking one day the bifhop of Meaux, what
work he would covet mofc to be the author of, fuppofing his own
performances fet afide ? Bolfuet replied. The Provincial Letters."

Phefe " Letters" have been tranllated into all languages, and
printed over and over again. Some have faid, that there were
decrees of formal condemnation againfl: them; and alfo, that

Pafcal himfelf, in his lait illnell', detelfed them, and repented

of having been a Janfenift: but both thele particulars are falfe,

and without foundation. Father Daniel was fuppofed to be the

anonymous author of a piece againft them, entitled, '* The
Dialogues of Cleander and Eudoxus."

Pafcaldiedat Paris, Aug. 19, i662,aged 39. He had been fome
time engaged in a vyork againfl Atheifts and Infidels, hut did

J^z] Sieclc de Louis XIV. tora. ii. c. 33,
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not live long enough to digeft the materials he had coUefled.
What was found among his papers, was pubHfhed under the

title of " Penlees, &c. or, Thoughts upon Religion and other

Subjefls;" and has been much admired. After his death, ap-
peared alfo two other little trails: one of which is, " The /Equi-
librium of Fluids;" the other, *' The Weight of the Mafs of
Air." We prefiuTie, there is no occafion to obferve, that he was
never married: he could fcarceiy avoid thinking, upon his prin-

ciples, that the fort of gratifications which the matrimonial (late

admits, mult have fomething in them of the nature of Gn ; or, if

not hnful, at lead inconfillent with, and much below, Chriilian

perfcflion. To err on the fide of rigour, is not the ufiial fault

of genius: but Pafcal was in all refpeds fmgular, and differed,

not only from ordinary men, but from other men of genius.

With every dedudion that can be made for a few errors arifing

out of his education, Pafcal was undoubtedly one of the orna-

ments of human nature ; and if a few have rivalled him in

talents, no man of equal eminence perhaps can be found, who
lived fo innocently as Pafcal.

PASOR (Matthias), the fon of George Pafor[A], a learned

profelfor of divinity and Hebrew in the academy of Herborne [b],

by ApoUonia his wife, daughter of Peter Hendfchius, a fenator

of that place, was born there April 12, 1599; and,being a child of

great hopes, was inftrudled in the elements of Greek and Latin

there, when the plague breaking out, he was fent to Marpurg in

1614. Here he palled his time very difagrceably ; being Ihunned
as an infei^ioiis perfon by the prcfelTbrs, and infultcd by fome of

the fludents, who even proceeded to beat him, in revenge for the

pretended feverity fhewn them by his father, while he was head

fchoolmafter,at Herborne. This treatment foiced him to leave

Marpuig; and, the following year he returned to Herborne,
where he applied himfelf clofely to his (Indies. In 16 16, he

was fent 10 Heidelberg; and, meeting there with fkilful profef-

fors, he made fuch improvement, that he was entertained as a

tutor, where he taught in private both mathematics and Hebrew.
He was honoured alio with the degree of M. A. by the univerfity,

and appointed mathematical proteflor in April, 1620; but, the

Palatinate being invaded not long atter, he was forced to fly for

a while. As foon, however, as the llorm abated, he returned

to the duties of his pofl, and fuffered all the inconveniences and
dangers that can be imagined before he quitted it ; which was
not till it was invelted by the duke of Bavaria's troops, in Sept.

1622, when he was not only ejected, but loll his books and

[a] Bayle, Wood, from the author's fcvsral books ; among which are, " Lex-
Lite, written by himfelf. icon et Grammatica Graeca N. Teftam. ;'"

[b] He lived nineteen years at Ker- revifed by his fon: " Orntio funebrisPif-

borne, whence he removed to Franeker, catoris ;" " Analyfis Hefiodi j" " CoU
where he died in 1637. He publhhed Icgium Heliodeum, Sic,'"

MSS.
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MSS. In 0(^ober he returned, through many difficulties, to his

Parents at Herborne, where he found a comfortable employment

in he academy till 1629; and then, going to Leyden, confiantly

attended the ledures of the moft eminent Dutch divines; and

had conferences with Erpenius upon the Arabic tongue, and

with Snellius upon divinity.

After a few weeks (lay at this univerfity, he crolTed the water

to England; and, bringing proper tedimonials with him to

Oxford, was incorporated M. A. there, in June, 1624. He
began to teach Hebrew and the mathematics privateJy, but at

the end of the year took a tour into France with fome gentle-

men of Germany; and fpending the winter at Paris, attended

the lectures of Gabriel Sionita, regius profelTor of Syriac and

Arabic: who, having left off reading in public fome years for

want of auditors, was prevailed upon by Pafor to refume thofe

CAiercifes ; not indeed in the royal college, but in his own houfe.

Having much improved himfelf under this excellent mafter, he

returned to Oxford in 1625, and had chambers in Exeter-college;

choofmg to refide there, notwithftanding the plague had difperfed

the ftudrnts, rather than go to Ireland with Uiher, archbifliop

of Armagh, who offered him his table and a handfome. peniion.

As fion as the infe6lion ceafcd, he had fome pupils, either in

divinity or the Oriental tongues ; and, upon his petition, was
app.)inted to read public leftures in Arabic, Chaldee, and Syriac,

twice a vveek in term time, in the divinity-fchool, for which he

was handfomely rewarded. He entered upon this teinporary

profelf "-(hip -in Oct. 1626; and exercifed it till 1629, when
he accepted an invital:on to be profelfor of moral philofophy

at Groningen, which he commenced in Auguft the fame
year. Upon the death of MuUer, the mathematical pro-

fefTor, fix years after, Pafor fiiccecdcd to that chair ; and, in

1645, was raifed to that of divinity, of which faculty he was
then creatt^d doctor. On this occafion he refigned his mathema-
tical profelTorfhip, but kept that of moral philofophy. All

thefe favours induced him to remain at Groningen. In 1653,
he made a vifit to NafTau, his native country ; and, going as

far as Heidelberg, was entertained with great civility by the

Eledor Palatine. He died in Jan. 1658, at Groningen, having

never been married.

He publifhed no books, for which he gave two admarable

reafons : hrll:, " Becaufe he was not willing that youth Ihould

be diverted from reading the good books already publifhed ;" and
fecondly, ' Becaufe he did not care that the bookfellers fhould

rifle their money."
PASQUIER, or PAQUIER (Stephen), a learned French-

man, was born in 1528 at Paris; of which city he was an

advocate in parliament, afterwards a counfellor, and at laft adr

E 4
'
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56 PAS Q^U I E R.

vocate-general in the chamber of accounts. He pleaded many
years with very great fuccefs before the parliament, where he
was almolt conflantly retained in the mofl: curious, difficult, and
delicate caufes, and where he was every day confuhed as an
oracle. He did not, however, confine his ftudies to the law;
but looked occafionally into other parts of learning, and trea-

fured up a thoufand curious matters in the literary way. Henry
III. gave him the poft of advocate of the chamber of accounts,
which he filled v/ith his ufual reputation, and refigned it fome
time after to Theodore Paquier, his cldeft fon. He was natu-
rally beneficent and generous; agreeable and eafy in converfa-

tion ; his manner fvvcet, and his tem.per pleafimt. His life was
prolonged to the age of eighty-feven; when feeling the lalT: ftroke

of death, he cl®fed his own eyes, Aug. 31, 1615. He died at

Paris, and was interred there in the church of St. Sevcrin.

As to the reft of his chara6ler, he was perfe6lly acquainted^

wfth ancient hiftory ; and efpecially that of France, as appears
from his writings. But in one of thefe, entitled, '< Les Re-
cherches," having fallen unmercifully upon the Jefuits, he was
attacked by father GarafTe in a work written exprefsly againfl

it. The truth is, Paquier's aniraofity to that order had initigated

him to adopt any ilory, though ever fo improbable, which he heard
of them from their bittereft enemies. All his works, however,
abound with genius and Attic fait, and are full of graces and
urbanity, ftridlly fo called: and, what is moft extraordinary,

he appears to have been formed by nature equally for a poet and
a lawyer. His works were printed together at Trevoux, and
contain his <* Recherches ;" of which he publiflied the firft

book in 1560, and alfo fix more before liis death in 1621 ; three

new books were taken out of his library, with feveral chapters,

which were added to the preceding books. They paffed through .

many editions, the laft of which came out in 1665. 2. His
** Letters," the beft edition of which is that at Paris in 1619,
in 5 vols. 8vo. 3. His *' Poem.s," confifting of one book,
** Of Portraits;" fix books of " Epigrams;" and a book of
*' Epitaphs." But in this colledlion is w^anting, his " Catechifm
of the Jefuits," inftead of which is infcrted, the letters above-

mentioned of his fon Nicolas. Among his pieces in verfe, his

Flea, '* La Puce," is the moft remarkable. It is entitled,

" La Puce des grands tours de Poitiers," The Flea of the general

feffion of Poitiers. It contains feveral poems upon the famous
flea, which Paquier fpied on the breaft of the learned Catharine
de Roches, in a vifit to her on the extraordinary fellions at

Poitiers in 1569.
Paq^iier left three fons worthy of bearing his name. The

eldell, Theodore, was advocate-general in the chamber of ac-

counts. Nicolas, mafter of requefts, whofe " Letters" were
printed in 1623, at Paris, containing feveral difcourfes upon

'

^ the
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the occurrences in France in the time of Henry IV. and Louis

XIII. and Gnv, "who was auditor of the accounts.

PASSERAT (John), a celebrated profeflTor of eloquence in

the Royal College at Paris, and one of the politeft writers of his

time, was born in 1534, at Troyes in Champagne. His father

put him to fchool under fo fevere a mafter, that the boy ran

from him, and entered firft into the fervice of a farrier, and
afterwards v/aited upon a monk: but, growing in time faga-

cious enough to fee his folly, he returned to his father, and pro-

ceeded in his ftudies v/ith fo much diligence, that he became in a
fhort time able to teach in public. In that capacity, his firft

poft was mafter of the fecond clafs in the college of Du Pleffis,

from which he removed to that of cardinal Le Moine: but,

being obliged to retire for fome time from Paris, on account of
the plague, on his return he engaged in the bufinefs of teaching

Latin, At length he took up a refolution to lludy the law; for

wliich purpofe he went to Bourges, and fpent three years urrder

Cujacius; but at laft became profeilbr of eloquence, having
obtained that chair in 1572, on the vacancy which happened by
the afTailination of Ramus. In the dii'charge of this port he
grew fo eminent, that the mod learned men of the time, and
the counfellorsof the fupreme courts at Paris, went to hear his

le6tures. He was an indefatigable (tudent, paffing frequently

whole days without taking any food; yet to an extraordinary

erudition he joined an uncommon politenefs of manners, having
nothing of the mere fcholar, except the gown and hood. Thefe
accompli fhments brought him acquainted with all the people of
quality; but he contracted an intimacy only with M. de Mefmcs,
in whofe houfe he lived for thirty years, till his death, which
w^as occafioned by a palfy, in 1602.

He was highly efteemed by Ronfard, Belleau, and Baif ; Des
Portes wrote a fonnet in honour of him: PaiTerat ufed to fay,

that " he preferred Ronfard's verfes made for the chancellor

THopital to the whole dutchy of ?vlilan." He wrote Latin
verfes very well. That age produced nothing more pure and
natural. They are alfo full of erudition, and have a politenefs

which diftinguiflies them from the produdtions of ordinary poets;

but at the fame time they have nothing of the divine fire of
enthufiafm, which ravilhes the reader of tafte. His chief works
are, i. '* Chant d'allegrefle pour I'entree de Charles IX. en fa

ville de Troyes." 2. " Complainte fur la mort d'Adrien Tur-
nebe." 3. " Sonnets fur le tombeau du Seigneur de la Chatre."

4. ** Hymne de la paix." 5. '* Recueil des poefies, Francoifes
et Latines." 6. *' Orationes et pra;fationes." 7. " Gonjec-
tuarum liber." 8. *' De literarum inter fe cognatione et per-
mutatione." 9. ** Commentarii in Catullum, Tibullurn et

f^ropertium." 10. " Kalenda? Januarias." 11. <* Oratio de

Cscitate.''
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Cscltate." 12. " NotaD in Petronii Arbitri fatyricon." 13.
*' Encomium Afini." Befides which, Grasvius tells us, that he
had met with academical queftions by PalTerat in manufcript

iipon fome of Cicero's orations [c], out of which he took

what was for his purpofe in illuilrating that author: and Pithou

faid, that Pafferat knew nothing elfe but Cicero.

PASSERI (Giovanni Battista), a painter and a poet, of

no great merit in either line, died at Rome in 1679, at the age

of about feventy. The work which is mod likely to preferve

his name is his " Lives of the Painters, Sculptors, and Archi-

tefls, who flouriflied at Rome in his own time." This book is

full of curious and interefting anecdotes, and was publiihed in

Italian at Rome in 1772. Though no great painter, he was a

dlfciple of the famous Dominichino, and though his fonnets

were bad, one of them is faid very materially to have promoted

his fortune.

PASSERI (Giuseppe), nephew of the former, was born at

Rome in 1654, and was at firft a pupil of his uncle, but, foon

difcovering the inability of that teacher, became the difciple of

Carlo Maratti. Under fuch a mailer he made great progrefs,

and becam.e famous. His ftyle of compofition was grand, his

colouring like that of his ir.after Maratti, his invention fruitful,

and his expreffion natural and agreeable. He painted hiflory,

but fucceeded alfo very greatly in portraits. He died in 1714.

PASSERI (Giov. Battista), a learned Italian antiquary

and philologer, was born at Gubio in the dutchy of Urbino, in

Nov. 1694. His father, who was a phyfician at Todi, defigned

him for the ftudy of the law, which accordingly he followed,,

but purfued with it that of antiquities, for which he had a ftrong

genius. After refiding four years at Rome, he returned to Todi,

and began to coUedl the antiquities of that city and its environs.

In 1726, he turned his attention chiefly to the Etrufcan antiqui-

ties, and colle6led a vaft number of lamps, which he arranged

in clalTes. Having loft his wife in 173B, after twelve years of

happy union, he became an ecclefiaftic, and was apoftolic pro-

thonotary, and vicar-general of Pefara. In February, 1780, he

was overturned in his carriage, and died in confequence of the

fall. His works are, I. *' Lucernas fidiles Mufei Paflerii," a

fplendid book in 3 vols, folio. He had drawn up a fourth, on

the lamps of tlie Chriftians, but this has not been publiihed.

Thefe came out in 1739, 1743, and 1751. 2. *' Lettere Ron-
cagliefi;" Letters from his villa at Roncaglia, on Etrufcan anti-

quitit;s, 1739. There were feventeen letters, and a continuation

was afterwards p'lbliihed. 3. " In Thomas Dempfteri Libros

de Etruria regali Paralipomena, quibus tabulae eidem operi additae

[c] Nlceron. Moreri. L'Advocat.

illuftrantui;.
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illuftiantur. Acceduut dilTertatio de re mimaria Etrufconim;

de nominibus Etrufcorum ; et nota: in tabulas Eugabinas, audtore

1 Baptifta Pairerio," folio Lucas, 1767. 4. ** Pidurae Etruf-

corum in vafculis, nunc primum in unum colledlas, explica-

tionibus et dilfertationibus illuftratas," Roma;, 1767, 3 vols, folio.

5. Many learned difTertations publifhed in feveral colledions;

as, for example, five in the third volume of Gori's A4ufeuin

Etrufcum ; De Genio domeftico, de Ara ftpulchrali, de fune-

ribus Etrufcorum, de Velciorum familia, de Arcliite£lura Etrufca.

Thefe are all full of the moft recondite learning. For a fuller

account of thefe fmaller works, fee Saxius's Onomafticon, vol.

vi. p. c;64.

PASSIONEI (DoMiNico;,an Italian cardinal, famous rather

as a patron of letters, than as a writer, and employed by the

fee of Rome in many important negotiations; was born at

FofTombrone in the dutchy of Urbino, in 1682. Paflionei

ftudicd in the Clementine college at Rome, where he afterwards

formed that vail library and curious colleclion of manufcripts,

from which the learned world has derived fo much advantage.

In 1706, he attended the nuncio Gualterio, his relation, to

Paris, where he formed an intimacy with the mo{l learned men
of the time, and examined every thing that deferved attention.

He was particularly intimate with Mabilloii, and Montfaucon.
In 1708 he went mto Holland, at firft for the fake of literary

enquiries, but afterwards as a kind of fecret agent for the pope
at the Hague, w'nere he refided tour years, and attended the con-
grefs at Utrecht in 17 12. On his return to Rome, he paffed

through Paris, where he was moft gracioufly and honourably
received by Louis XIV. who gave him his portrait fet with dia-

monds. He then proceeded to Turin to accomniodate fome
differences between the pope and the duke of Savoy, and upon
his return to Rome was declared prefident of the apoftolic cham-
ber. In the two congrefTes, at Bale in 17 14, and at Soleure in

17 13, he was again employed, and ftrongly evinced his zeal,

talents, activity, prudence, and other qualities of a great ne-
gotiator. His account of this embaify was publifhed in 173B,
in folio, under the title of " Acta Legationis Helvetica," which
may be confidered as a model of condu6l for perfons employed
in fuch fervices. Upon the acceflion of Clement XII. he was
fent as nuncio to the court of Vienna, where he pronounced the

funeral oration of prince Eugene. In the pontificate of Inno-
cent XIII. which lafted from 1721 to 1724, Paflionei had been
made archbifhop of Ephefus; he continued in favour with the
fucceirors of that pope, Benedict XIII. and Clement XII. the
laiier of whorn, in 1738, raifed him to the dignity of cardinal,

having at the fame time made him fecretary of the briefs. Bc-
nedidl XIV, in 1755 made him librarian of the Vatican, which

he
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he enriched by many important acceffions, and in the fame year

be was admitted into the French academy, under the peculiar

title of AJfoc'te etranger. He died on the 15th of July, 1761, at

the age of feventy-nine.

Cardinal Pailionei did not write much befides the nrticles

that have been already mentioned. He worked, indeed, with

Jontanini, in revifmg the " Liber diurnus Romanorum Pon-

tificum," and produced a paraphrafe on the nineteenth pfalm,

with a few more fmall pieces: but he was mod illuftrious tor

his enlightened knowledge of letters, and his judicious and liberal

patronage of learned men, and ufeful works; an example but

too little followed in the prefent age. His nephew, Bene-

dicl Paffionei, rendered an important fervice to the learned

world by publifhing at Lucca, in 1765, a folio volume, con-

taining all the Greek and Latin infcriptions colleclcd by the

cardinal. His valuable collection of antique urns, bas-reliefs,

and other works of art, was difperfed after his death.

PATEL, a celebrated painter, was a native of France ; but nei-

ther his Chriftian name, his age, nor the mafter under whotn he

ftudied, are known to the writers on thefe fubjefts. He has fome-

times been called the French Claude, from his fuccefsful imitation

of that mailer. In his figures he is clearly fuperior to him. The
forms of his trees are elegant and free, his fcenery rich, and his

buildings and other objc(fls, defigned in a very pleaiing manner.

His touch is light, yet firm; his colouring generally clear and

natural. All his works jfjrove that he ftudied nature with nice

obfervation, and his choice from her productions was always

agreeable. \w France he is fometimes called, Patel Ic tu'e^ or

lehonPaiehy and there was alfo a Patcl\& Jeuiie, of whom Itill

lefs is known.
PATERCULUS (Caius Velleius), an ancient Roman

hiftorian, who fiouxilhed in the reign of Tiberius Csefar, was
born in the year of Rome, 735. His anceftors were ilhiftrious

for their merit and their offices [d]. His grandfather efpoufed

the party of Tiberius Nero, the emperor's- father ; but being

old and infirm, and not able to accompany Nero when he re-

tired from Napks, he ran liimfelf through with his fv/ord. His

father was a foldier of rank, and fo was Paterculus him ("elf. He
•was a military tribune, when Caius Carfar, a grandfon of Au-
guftus, had an interview with the king of the Parthians, in

an illand of the river Euphrates, in the year 753. He com-
manded the cavalry in Germany under Tiberius, and accom-
panied that prince for nine years fnccefhvely in all bis expeditions.

He received honourabL- rewards from him ; but we do not find

[n] VofTius de Ilift. Lat. DodweU's Annaks Vclltiani, B.iylc'i Didt. Pater-

'
"

that
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that he was preferred to any higher dignity than the prsetorfhip*

The praifes he bcftows upon Sj-janus gi\e fomc probability to

the conjefture, that he was looked upon as a friend of this fa-

vourite; and, confequenlly, that he was involved in his ruin.

His death is placed by Dodwell in the year 784, when he was
in his fiftieth year.

He wrote " An Abridgement of the Roman Hiflory, in two
Books," which is very curious. His purpofe was only to de-

duce things from the foundation of Rome to the time wherein
he lived, but he began his work wilii things previous to that

memorable asra : for, though the beginning of his firft book is

wanting, we yet find, in what remains of it, an account of
many cities m.ore ancient than Rome. He promifed a larger

hiflory, and no doubt would have executed it well : for during

his military expeditions he had feen, as he tells us, the pro-

vinces of Thrace, Macedonia, Achaia, Aila-Minor, and other

more eaflerly regions, efpecially upon the fhores of the Euxine
fea, which had furnifhed his mind with much entertaining and
ufeful knowledge. In the Abridgement we have many parti-

culars related, that are no v/here elfe to be found; and this makes
it the more valuable. The (lyle of Patercukis, though miferablY

difguifed through the carelefTnefs of tranfcribers, and impoffible

to be redored to purity for want of manufcripts, is yet mani-
feftly worthy of his age, which was the time of pure Latinity,

The greatelt excellence of this hiftorian lies in his manner of
commending and blaming thofe of whom he fpeaks, which he
does in the fineft terms and the mofl delicate expre(fi6ns. He is

condemnrd, and indeed with the greateil reafon, for his par-

tiality to the Houfe of Auguftus, and for making extravagant

eulogies, not only upon Tiberius, but even upon his favourite

Sejanus; whom, though a vile and cruel monfter, Paterculus

celebrates as one of the moft excellent perfons the Roman com-
monwealth had produced. Lipfuis, though he praifes him in

other refpcdls, yet cenfures him feverely for his infincerity and
partiality. ** Velleius Patercuhis [e]," fays he, <' raifes mv
indignation: he reprefents SL-janus, as endowed with all goocf

qualities. The impudence of this hiilorian! But we know
that he was born, and died, to the deftrucPiion of mankind.
After many commendations, he concludes, that Livia was a
woman more refembling the gods than inen : and, as to Tibe-
rius, he thinks it a crime to fpeak otherwife of him, than as of
immortal Jove. V/hat firvcere and hcnefl mind can bear this?

On the other hand, how artfully does he every where conceal the

great qualities of Cz.far Germanicys r how obiiqtiely does he
ruin the reputation of Agrippina and others, v.'hom Tiberius

1%] Llpf. Epi't Qu^a. lib. V. cp. ii.

was
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was thought to hafe? In fiioit, he is nothing but a court-prof-

titute. You will fay, perhaps, it was unfafe to fpeak the truth

at thofe times; I grant it; but if he could not write the

truth, he ought not to have written lies: none are called to ac-

count for filence." La Mothe le Vayer has made a very jull

remark upon this occafion :
*' The fame fault," fays he

[ FJ,
** may be obferved in many others, who have written the hiftory

of their own times, with a defign to be publiflied while they

lived."

It is ftrange, that a %,ork fo elegant and worthy to be pre-

ferved, and of which, by reafon of its fliortnefs, copies might

te fo eafily taken, fhould have been fo near being loft. One
manufcript only was fortunately found, as well of this a\ithor

among the Latins, as of Hefychius among the Greeks: '* in

which," fays a great critic of our own nation [g], *' the faults of

the fcribes are found fo numerous, and the defe£ls fo beyond all

ledrefs, that, notwithftanding the pains of the learnedefl: and

acuteft critics for two whole centuries, thefe books ftill arc, and

arc like to continue, a mere heap of errors." No ancient author

but Prifcian makes mention of Paterculus: the moderns have

done him infinitely more juftice, and have illuftrated him with

notes and commentaries. He was nrft publifhed, from the

manufcript of Morbac, by Rhenanus, at Bafil, in 1520: after-

wards by Lipfius, at Leyden, in 15B1 : then by Gerard Voffius,

in 1639: next by Boeclerus, at Strafburg, in 1642: then by

Thyfius, and others: and laftiy, by Peter Burman, at Leyden,

in 1719, in 8vo. To the Oxford edition, in 1693, 8vo, were

prefixed, the " Annales Velleiani" of Dodwell, which fliew

deep learning, and a great knowledge of antiquity.

PATIN (Guy), a French writer of much wit and learning,

and profelior of phyfic in the Royal College of Paris, was of

an ancient and good family, and born at Houdan, a village near

Beauvais in Picardy, in 1602 [h]. His father propofed to bring

him up an advocate; and, in order to give him a good pronun-

ciation, made him read Plutarch's Lives aloud, while he was yet

a child. He was firft placed in the college of Beauvais, but

afterwards fent to Paris; and put in the college of Boncf)int,

where he continued two years, and went through a courfe of

philofophy. Some time after, a benefice was offered him, which

he flatly refufed
;
protefting abfolutely, that he would never be

a prieft. His father was not very much offended with this,

perceiving the refufal to proceed from fomething ingenuous in

his nature ; but his mother was fo enraged, that he was live

[r] Difcours fur les anciennes Hiftori- envis, p. 92, 1743, Svo.

ens. [h] Nouvelles Lcttres de Guy Patin a

[c] Remarks upon a late Difcourfe on Mr. Charles Spon. torn. i. Lett. 18. Amit.

free-thinking, by PhileleuthcTus Lipfi- 17 iS. Bayle's Di6V- Patik.

ears
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yeirs vvith'out feeing her or going honne. Drelincouft, profeflbr

of phyfic at Leyden, aflured Bayle, tliat Patiu had been corrector

to a prefs; and it was probably during this period, when he did

it for a fnpport. Meanwhile, he was advifcd to improve him-

felf, in order to be a phyfician at Paris ; and with this view he

lludied very hard from 1622 to 1624, and was admitted there.

Then his father and mother were pacified, and affilled him with

money to take his degrees, and to purchafc books. Five years

after, he married a woman of fortune, by whom he had feveral

children. He became an eminent pracliiioner, and alfo pub-

liihed fome pieces in the way of his profeilion ; but they are

neither numerous nor confiderable. We have a lilt of them in

Mercklin's " Lindenius Renovatus," where the title of the fird,

and as it fhould feem the moft confiderable, runs thus :
*' De vale-

tudine tuenda, per vivendi normam, ufumque legitimum reruin

ad bene fulubriterque vivendum neceifariarum :" yet, in a letter

to Spon, he owns himfelf afhamed of it, and affures him, that

it was not worth his reading.

It was not any thing he wrote in his life-time upon phyfic,

but his *' Letters," publilhed (ince his death, which have made
his, name fo famous. Some feledt " Letters," were firft publKhed

at Geneva, in 1683, which meeting with a prodigious fale,

encouraged the bookfeller to add two more volumes ; and all

the three were foon after publilhed both in Holland and at Paris.

*' Thefe Letters," fays Voltaire [i], ** were read with eager-

nefs, becaufe they contained anecdotes of fuch things as every

body loves, and fatires which are liked ftill more. They ferve

to fhew, what uncertain guides in hiftory thofe writers are, who
inconfiderately write down the news of the day. Such relations

are frequently falfe, or perverted by the malice ot mankind
j

and fuch a multitude of petty fafls are feldom ccnliuered as

valuable but by little minds." Upon the publication of the firft

volume, in 1683 [k], Bayle palfed the following judgement on
thefe letters, v.hich may indeed ferve for all that came out after-

wards : " It is fit," fays he, *' the reader ftiould be advertifed,

that all the witty fayings, and all the llories he relates are not

true. There are fome places, wherein he fhews a terrible

malice and a prodigious boldnefs in giving a criminal turn to

every thing. We lliould be very much to blame to believe thefe

paifages becaufe they are printed. All that can be -gathered from
them is, that Mr. Fatin v/rote them to his friend, as things he

had heard from others, and to continue the cudom he had a long

time obferved, of converfmg with him by letters, as he would
have done if they had taken a walk tcgether. It is very well

known, that men in converfation talk as foon of a current rumour,

[1] Siecle de Louis XIV. torn. ij.

[k] Nouvsliei de la Xsp. dcs Lcctres. Avr. 1684, arc. i.

though
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though it afterwards prove faife, as they would of any thing that

is true : and when a man is of a fatirical humour, as it mufl be
granted Mr. Patm was, that which is publifhed to the di fad-

vantage of our neighbour is much more taken notice of, than
that which is fpoken of to his praife." It is not an eafy matter

to determine, w^hether thefe letters would have been better had
they been defigned for the public by the author ; or written, as

they are, in a carelefs manner, for the particular ufe of thofe

to whom they are direded. If Patin had defigned them for the

public, he would have filled them with learning, and obfervations

upon learned men and their works: he would not have publifhed

things which were not well examined, and as they offered them-
felves to his fancy ; and, in fliortj we Ihould have had fewer falfe-

hoods in them : but then we fliould not have found there fo much
of his natural wit and genius; we lliould not have met with fo

many curious matters of fa6t, fo many lively and bold flrokes which
divert us, and lead us into ferious reflections. Befides the three

volumes already mentioned, two more were afterwards publifhed

at Amfterdam, in 1718, under the tide of, '' Nouvelles lettres

de feu Mr. Guy Patin, tirees du cabinet de Mr. Charles Spon."
All the five volumes are in i2mo, and the " Letters" bear date

from 1642 to 1672.
^

It was in this lafl year that the author died, and left a fon

named Charles, who became very famous, and excelled parti-

cularly in the knowledge of medals. It is faid, that Guy Patin

refembled Cicero, and had much the air of that illuflrious orator,

whofe ffatue is ffill to be feen at Rome.
PATIN (Charles), fecond fon of Guy Patin, was born at

Paris, Feb. 23, 1633 ; and made fuch a wonderful progrefs in

literature, that he maintained Greek and Latin thefes upon all

parts of philofophy, in 1647 [l]. His profeiTor, who was an
Irifhman, and did not very well underftand Greek, was very

angry at thefe thefes, wlien he was defired to examine them:

but, feeing the young man prepared to defend them without a

moderator, he was forced to prefide at the difputation, for fear

of hurting his reputation. The pope's nuncio, thirty-four

bifhops, and many perfons of quality, were prefent at the dif-

putation ; when the refpondent, having flood the fhock for the

fpace of five hours in both languages, was with great glory ad-

mitted to a Mafler of Arts degree. He was then but fourteen

years of age. He afterwards ftudied the civil law, in compiai-

lance to an uncle by his mother's fide, who was an advocate in

the parliament of Paris: he took his licenfe at Poitiers after

fixteen months, and was admitted an advocate in the fame
parliament. He fpent fix years in this profeffion, but could

not forfake the ftudy of phyfic, to which his inclination

[l] B^^e's Dift. Patin, aote k.

always
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always led him. It was his father's will alfo, that he fhould

give up the law, and devote himfelf to phyfic ; i'o that he

ealily relifhed the reafon, which the famous phyfician Marefcot

alledged, tor preferring the profeiTion of phyfic to the prieithood,

for which his father had originally defigned him. This reafon

was, that it had aiforded hun three benefits, which he never

could have obtained by the priefthood: one, that he had enjoyed

a perfert Itate of health to the age of eighty-two ; another, that

he had gained a hundred thoufand crowns ] a third, that he had

enjoyed the intimate friendlhip of feveral illudrious perfons.

As foon as he was admitted dodor of phyfic, he applied himfelf

to pra6lice, and fucceeded greatly. He read leftures on phyfic,

in the room of profelfor Lopez, who was gone to Eourdeaux.

Fearing to be imprifoned for reafons which have never been

cleared vp, he quitted France in 1668, and travelled into Ger-

many, Holland, England, Switzerland, and Italy. He fixed

at Bafil; but the war between the Germ.ans and the French

upon the frontiers made him fo uneafy, that he removed with

all his family into Italy. He was made profelfor of phyfic at

Padua in 1676, and three years after, honoured with the dig-

nity of knight of St. Mark. He underftood, in 1681, that the

king of France would receive him into fiivour ; and perhaps

would have returned to his own country, it the chief profelFor's

place in furgery at Padua had not been given him, with an aug-

mentation of his falary. He died there, OtSt. 2, 1693, of a

polypus in his heart. He had married, in 1663, the daughter

of a phyfician of Paris ; a learned lady, by whom he had two

daughters, Avho becume alfo learned. They were all of the

academy of the Ricovrati at Padua, and all diftinguifhed them-

felves by fome fmall publications.

Charles Patin publiflied a great number of valuable works,

which, fays Voltaire [m], " are read by rnen of learning, as

his father's Letters are by men of leifure." Some ot thefe

relate to fnbjecls of phyfic, but the greater part are employed

upon medals and antiquities. The principal are, I. ** In-

troduftion a THiftoire par la connoiifance des Medailles^ 1665,"

in i2mo. 2. " Lnperatorum Numifmata," folio. 3. ** The-
faurus Numifmatum," 4to. 4. " Relations Hiftoriques et

Curieufes de diverfes voyages en Allemagne, Angleterre, Hol-

lande, &c." i2mo. 5. '< Prattica delle Medaglie," i2mo. 6.

** De Numifmate Antiquo Augufti et Platonis," 4to. 7. " De
Optima Medicorum Seda ; Oratio Inauguralis," 4to. 8. ** De
Avicenn^," 4to. 9. '* De Scorbuto," 410. 10. " Quod op-

timus Medicus debeat eife Chirurgus," 4to. IL. " Lycseum

Patavinum, five Icones et Vita^ Profeiforum Patavii anno 1682

[m] Slecle de Lou'is, torn. li.
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publice docentium," 4to; and many other compofitions of a
nnaller nature, as well relating to his profcilion, as upon
medals, infcriptions, and antiquities in general.

When the " Introdudion to Hiftory by the Knowledge of
Medals," was publiihed, it M^as cenfured by Mr. Sallo, in his

new ** Journal des S(;;avans," who alfo treated Charles Patin's
*' Defence" of it with great contempt, l^his very much in-

cenfed Guy Patin, who exprelfed himfelf thus in a letter to his

friend [n] :
" I do not know whether you have received a kind

of gazette, which is called the Journal of the Learned; the

author whereof having complained in a little article againft my
fon Charles, concerning a medal made here the laft year for the

Switzers, he has anfwered him. I have fent you his anfwer,
which is wife and modeft. This new Gazetteer has replied to

him, and there fpeaks as one who is ignorant and extravagant:

to which reply he lliould doubtiefs have had a fmart and Itrong

anfwer, if Charles had not been defired to fufpend his reply,

and threatened with a letter under the king's fignet. The truth

is, Mr. Colbert takes into his protection the authors of this

Journal, which is attributed to Mr. Sallo, a counfellor in par-
liament."

In another letter, Guy Patin fpeaks of the caufes of his fon's

difgrace, and of his leaving Paris, which he imputes to certain

prohibited books found in his ftudy. The reafons Eayle gives

are, firft, That Charles Patin was fcnt into Holland, with an
order to buy up all the copies of the ** Amours of the Royal
Palace," and to burn them upon the place without fparing any

:

fecondly. That a great prince gave him this commiilion, and
promifed to reward him for his pains: thirdly, That thiscoip.-

miilioner, having bought up all the copies, did not burn them,
but fent a great num.ber of them into the kingdom. " This,"'

fays Bayle, *' is the common report at Paris: I know not

whether it be well grounded."

PATRICK (Simon), a very learned Englilli bilhop, was
'

the fon of a mercer at Gainfborough in Lincolnlhire, and born
there Sept. <S, 1626 [o]. He was admitted into Qiieen's-college

at Cambridge, in 1644; and became a friend of the learned Mr.
John Smith, fellow of the fame college, whole funeral fermon
he preached, in 1652. Taking the degrees in arts at the ufual

periods, he was chofen felloAV of his college ; and about the

fame time received holy orders from Hall bilhop of Norwich,
in his retirement at Higham, after his ejecftion from his bi-

fhopric. He was foon after taken as a chaplain into the family

of lir Walter St. John of Batterfea, who gave him that living

[n] Tome iii. Letter 421. [o] General Diftionary, from Memoirs communi-
cated by the late Dr. Knight. See article Smith, John.
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in 1658, In 1661, he was elefted by a majority of fellows

mafter of Queen's-college, in oppofition to a royal mandamus,
appointing Mr. Anthony Sparrow, for that place [p] : but the

affair being brought before the king and council, was foon

decided in favour of Mr. Sparrow; and fome of the fellows,

if not all, who had fided with Patrick, were ejeded. His
next preferment was the re6lory of St. Paul's, Covent-Garden,
London, given him by the earl of Bedford, in 1662; where
he endeared himfelf much to the pariHiioners by inflruftion

and example, and particularly by continuing all the while
among them during the plague in 1665. It is faid further, that,

out of a fpecial regard to them, he refufed the archdeaconry of
Huntingdon.

Having fufhcient rcafons of diflike to his college at Cam-
bridge, he went to Oxford for his degrees in divinity: and,
entering himfelf of Chrifl-church, took his doctor's degree
there in 1666. He was made chaplain in ordinary to the king
about the fame time. In 1668, he publiflied his '' Friendly
Debate between a Conformift and Non-conformift ;" which
was anfwer^d by the Diilenters, who were much exafperated

by it. In 1672, he was made prebendary of Weftminfter, and
dean of Peterborough, in i6'y9. Here he completed and pub-
lilhed the " Hiftory of the Church of Peterborough," which
had been compiled by Simon Gunton, who was a native and
prebendary ot Peterborough. Gunton died in 1676 ; and"

Patrick publiflied, in 1686, his manufcript in folio, with a

large '* Supplement," from page 225 to 332, containing a fuller

account of the abbots and bifliops of Peterborough, than had
been given by Gunton. In 1680, the lord-chancellor Finch
offered him the living of St. Martin's in the Fields, but he
refufed it, and recommended Dr. Thomas Tenifon. In 1682,
Dr, Lewis de Moulin, who had been hiftory-profeffor at Oxford,
and had written many bitter books againlt the church of Eng-
land, fent for Patrick upon his death-bed, and folemnly declared

his regret upon that account ; which declaration being figned,

was publiihed after his death.

During the reign of Jam.es II. Dr. Patrick was one of thofe

champions, who defended theProteflant religion againlt the

Papifts; and fome pieces by him are inferted in the colle6lion

of " Controverlial 'i'rads," 3 vols, folio, publiflied at that time.

In 1686, he and Dr. Jane, the two chaplains then in waiting,

had a conference with two Romilh prieft:s, in the prefence of
the king, who was defirous of bringing over Lawrence Hyde,
earLof Rocheflier, to Popery; but that conference, inftead of

perverting the earl, only ferved to confirm him. in his old prin-

[f ] Wood's Fafti, vol. il.
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ciples. Blfliop Kennet, who relates this[cL], adds, that the

king, going otF abruptly, was heard to fay, *' He never faw

a bad caufe fo well, nor a good one fo ill, maintained." The
king took vafl pains to gain over Patrick, fent for him, treated

him kindly, delired him to abate his zeal againft his church,

and quis^tly enjoy his own religion: but the dean replied, with

proper courage, " That he could not give up a religion fo

well proved as that of the Proteftanis." Conformably to

this principle, he oppofed the reading of his majelty's Decla-

ration for Liberty of Confcience ; and alTifted Dr. 1 enifon in

fetting up a fchool at St. Martin's, to confront the Popifh one,

opened at the Savoy, in order to feduce the youth of the tov/n

into Popery. He had alfo a great fliare in the comprehenlion
projetled by archbifhop Sancrott.

At the Revolution in 1688, great ufc was made of the dean,

who was very a<5live in fettling the affairs of the church : hs
was called upon to preach betore the prince and princefs of

Orange, and foon alter appointed one of the commilfioners for

the review of the liturgy. In 1689, he v.^as made bifhop of

Chichefter ; and employed, with otiiers of the new billiops, to

compofe the diforders of the church of Ireland. In 1651, he

was tranflated to the fee of Ely, in the room of Turner, who
was deprived for refufmg the oaths to government. Here he

continued to perform all the offices of a good bifhop, as well

as a good man, which he had ever proved himfelf on all occa-

fions. He died at Ely, May 31, 1707, aged eighty; and was
interred in the cathedral, Avh.ere a monument is erected to

his memory.
This prelate was one of the mod learned men, as well as

befl writers of his time. He publiihed many and various

writings; fome of the de^votional kind, many " Sermons,

"

** Trails againft Popery," and " Paraphrafes and Commen-
taries upon the Holy Scripturts.' Thefe laft are excellent iri

their way, and perhaps the molt ufeful of any ever written in

the Engliih language. They were publiihed at various times,

but reprinted in 3 vols, folio; and, v/ith Lowth on the Prophets,

Arnald on the Apocrypha, and Whitby on the New Teftament,

tnake a continued regular comm.entary- in Englifh upon all the

facred books. The Ityle of this prelate is even and eafy, his

compofitions rational, and full of good and foimd I'tnf'z,

Burnet ranks him among thofe many worthy and eminent
clergymen in this nation, who deferved a high character ; and

were indeed an honour to the church, and to the age in which
they lived.

[q^] Comp'.Pt- Hlilory of Ingknd, vol. ill. p. 451-
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PATRIX fPETER), a French minor poet, was born at

Caen, in 1585, and being the Ton of a lawyer, was defigned

bv his father for the fanne profellion. This deltination, which
feidom fuits a poetical iinagiiiation, vvas accoidiiigiy rejefled

by Patrix, who addicted himfelf entirely to poetry. About the

age of forty, he attached himfelf to the court of GaRon, duke
of Orleans, to whom, and to his widow, Margaret of Lorraine,

he faithfully devoted his fervices. A Norman accent, and 3

Certain affe6lation of ruftic Hmplicity, did not prevent him
from being in high favour at that little court : his wit, liveli-

nefs, and fecial talent, making amends for every little imper-
fedlion. Towards the latter end of life, he became ilrongly

touched with fentiments of religion, and fupprelled, as far as

he could, the licentious poems which he had v/ritten in his

youth. He lived to the great age of eighty-eight, and died at

Paris in 1672. At eighty, he had a violent illnefs, and when
he recovered from it, his friends advifed him to leave his bed;
'< Alas!" faid he.. '' at my time of life, it is hardly worth
while to take the trouble of drefling myfelf again." He
proved however miftaken, as to the fhortnefs of his fubfequent

life. Of his works there are extant, i. A colledlion of verfes

entitled, " La mifericorde de Dieu fur un pecheur penitent,"
4.ro, Blois, 1660. Thefe v/ere written in his age, yet polfefs

fomc fire. 2. " Plaints des Confonnes qui n'ont pas I'honneur

d'cntrer dans le nom de Neufgermain," preferved in the works
of Voiture. 3. Mifccllaneous poems, in the colIe£tion of
Barbin. The greater part of them are feeble, with the excep-
tion of a few original paffages. The poem moft known was
made a few days before his death. It i.s called the Dream

;

and, though it is of a ferious caft, a tranflation of it, oddly

enough, poneffes a place in all our Englilh jeft-books. It

aiferts a moral and religious axiom, which is undeniable, that

death levels all conditions : fome modern moralills will infer from
it, though unfairly, that they ought to be levelled before death.

The original is little known; it is this:

Je fongeois cette nuit que, de mal confume.
Cote a cote d'un Pauvre on m'avoit inhume,
Et que n'en pouvant p^s fouifrir le voifinage.

En mort de qualitc je iui tins ce langage :

" Retire toi, coquin! va pourrir loin d'ici,

II ne t'appartient pas de in'approcher ainfi."

** Coquin!" me dit il, d'une arrogance extremCj
'* Va chercher tes CQquins ailleurs, coquin toi-meme

!

Ici tous font egaux; je nc te dois plus rien ;

Je fuis fur mon furaier, corame toi fur le tien."

F 3 PATRU
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PATRU (Oliver), a polite fcholar, and memorable for

being one of the firrt polilhers and refiners of the French lan-

guage, was born in 1604 at Paris, where his father was pro-

curator to the parliament [r]. His application to the learned

languages did not make him forget, as it does very many, to

cultivate his own; the beauty and genius of which he entered

into early, and made ever after the principal fludy of his life.

After procuring himfelr to be received an advocate, he went into

Italy; and, on his return to Paris, frequented the bar. " He
v/as the firll," fays Voltaire, " who intoduced correcfnefs and

purity of language in pleadings [s]," He obtained the repu-

tation of a mcft exaft ipeaker and excellent v/riter, and was
pfteemed fo perfectly knowing in grammar and in his own lan-

guage, that all his decilioiis were fubmitted to as oracles.

Vaugelas, the famous grammarian, to whom the French lan-

guage was greatly indebted for much of its perfeflion, con-

fefTes that he learned many fecrets of his art from Patru : and
Boileau applied to him to review his Avorks, and ufed to profit

by his opinion. Patru was an extremely rigid ceni'or, though
juil ; infomljch that, when Racine made fome obfervations

upon the works of Boileau a little too fubtle and refined, Boileau,

inftead of the Latin proverb, Nefts mihi patruus, " Do not treat

me with the feverity of an uncle," replied, Ae Jis mihi PatrUf
*' Do not treat me with the feverity of Patru."

Patru was eflimable for the qualities of his heart, as well as

thofe of the head: was honelf, generous, iincere, and pre-

ferved a gaiety of chara61:er, which no ill fortune could alter

or afFe6l: for this famous advocate, in fpite of all his talents,

lived almoft in a ftate of indigence. The love of the belles

lettres made him negleft the lavv; and the barren glory of being'

an oracle to the bell French writers had more charms for him,
than all the profits of the bar. Hence he became fo poor, as

to be reduced to the neceffiry of felling his books, which feemed
dearer to him than his life; and would aduallv have fold them
for an under-price, if Boileau had not gencroully advanced him
a larger Aim, with this further privilege, that he /liould have

the ufe of them as long as he lived. His death was preceded by
a tedious illnefs, during which he received a prefent of five

hundred crowns from Colbert, as a mark of the cfteem which
the king had for him. He died Jan. 16, 1681. He had been

ele6led a member of the French academy in 1640, by the in-

tereft of cardinal Richelieu. The prodigious care and exa£t-

nefs with which he retouched and fiailhed every thing he
wrote, did not permit him to publi/h much, Piis mifcella-

[r] Niceron, tome. vl. Eloge by father Bouhoars, in the Journal des Sjavans, and

at the head of Patru's works. • [sj Sicclc de Louis XIV. tome ii.

neous
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ncous works were printed at Paris in 1670, 4to ; the third edi-

tion of which, in 17 14, was augmented with feveral pieces.

They confift of " Pleadings," ** Orations," " Letters," '* Lives

of fome of his Friends," " Remarks upon the French Language,

Arc." A very ingenious traft by him was publifhed at Paris in

1651, 4to, with this title, ** Reponfe du Cure a la Lettre du

Marguillier fur la conduite de M. le Coadjuteur,

PATTISON (William), was born at Peafmarfli, in the

rounty of Suflex, 1706 [t], and was the fon of a farmer at that

place, who rented a conHderable eftate of the earl of Thanet.

He difcovered excellent parts, with a ftrong propenfity to learn-

ing ; and his father, not being in circumftances to give iiim a

'proper education, applied to his noble landlord, who took him
under his protedion, and placed him at Appleby fchool in Weft-
moreland. Here he became acquainted with Mr. Noble, a

clergyman of great learning and fine taite, who, perceiving his

natural talents, and earnelt application to poetry, took a great

pleafure in giving him fuch inllructions as he thought conducive

to the advancement of his knowledge, and ripening of his judge-

ment. For this purpofe, he frequently read the clalhcs with

hmi ; taught him how to difcern the beauties and the faults of

authors ; defcribed to him the difference between falfe wit and

judicious writing ; and gave him fuch a plan, as proved very

advantageous to him in the profecution of his ftudies. He was
a great lover of folitude ; and there is a very romantic place near

Appleby, to which he ufed frequently to retire, and which,

from the near refemblance it has to fome defcriptions in Cowley,
he called " Cowley's Walk." In this wild fcene of ragged

rocks, Ihady woods, and murmuring ftreams, he fpent many an
agreeable afternoon, and many a moonlight evening, to indulge

hnnfclf in that pleafing melancholy, which the awtul folemnity

of the place naturally infpired. The fam.e cafl: of mind made
him a great admirer of angling. He was fo much a lover of

this diverllon, that he ufed frequently to fit up late, and fome-
times whole fummcr nights, upon the banks of his Ituna, with

his angle in his hand. Here he ufed often to write verfes ; and
would fay, that many of his lines owed their fmoothnefs and
harmony to th -fe ftreams. Here it was that he wrote an agree-

able philofophical poem, intitled, '* The Morning Contempla*
tion."

Upon his leaving Appleby, he went to Sidney college in

Cambridge, where he purfued the plan Mr. Noble had given

him, and went through the claflics, as well as all our Englifh

poets, with great advantage ; now and then recreating himfelf

'with his favourite amufement on the banks of the Cam. Of

[t] Memoirs of the author prefixed to hh works.

F 4 ^li
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all the books he ever read, *' Spenfer's Fairy Queen" and
*' Brown's Britannia's Pailorals" are faid to have Cjiven him the

greateft delight. The laft mentioned b')ok, which he had pur-
chafed for a Ihillirg, was, through his misfortunes, all the library

he left behind him. He had a great avcrfion to public difputa-

tions, and could not well brook the college difcipline. Ke was of

a temper impatient of reftraint ; and his tutor, he thought, treated

him with great rigour. A quarrel enfued ; and, to avoid the

fcandal of expulfion, with which he was threatened, he took his

name out of the college book, and went to London. He left

the college, however, in mirth, though the confequer.ces term.i-

iiated in melancholy ; by deputing his.gown to make his apology

,'in verfes, a copy of which he pinned upon it at his departure.
'• This imprudent /l:ep gave his friends very great concern ; they

were very anxious for his return ; and, as he had been guilty of

no grofs immoralities, they paved a v/ay for his kind reception.

But the pleafures of the town, the defire of biing known, and

his romantic expectations of rneeiing with fome generous patron

to reward his merit, rendered him deaf to all advice. He led a

pleafurable life, frequented Button's, and became acquainted

with fome of the moll eminent wits of the time. As he had

no fortune, nor any means of fubfiftenci', but what arofe from
the fubfcriptions fjr the poems he propoted to publifh ; and, as

he wanted even common prudence to manage this precarious

income, he was Icon involved in the deepell diftrefs and moil

deplorable wretchednefs. In a very pretty poem, intitled,

*' Ef^gies Authoris," addiclicd to lord Burlington, he defcribes

himfelf as deftitute of friends; of money; a prey to huiigcr
;

and pafling his nights on a bench in St. James's park. In a
privae letter to a gentleman, he thus exprefl himfelf, " Spare

my blufhes; I have not enjoyed the comtnon necelTaiies of life

thefe two days, and can hardly hold to fubfcribe myfelf, Sec."

Curll, the bookfcller, finding fome of his compofitions well

received, and going through feveral imprciiions, took him into

his houfe ; and, as Pope affirms in one of his letters, ilarved him
to death. But this does not appear to be llriclly true ; for he

was feized v^ith the fmall-pox, after he had been about a month
in his houfe. The diftemper feemed to be of the mofi favour-

able fort, and he was carefully attended by a phyfician, thro\igh

his friend Mr. Eufden's recoaimendation. But his heart, he faid

himfelf, was broken through the affiidlions he had fallen under,

and all medicinal prefcriptions were ineffeftual. Thus died this

unfortunate young man in his 2ift year, and obtained at lart,

after uncommon delay, the favour of a grave in the upper church-

yard belonging to St. Clement Danes in the Strand.

He had a furprifing genius, and had raifed hopes in all that

knew him, that he would become one of the mod eminent poets
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cfthc age. His example, it is to be hoped, may be of ufe to

check tlie fallies of youth ^ to make them more attentive to the

fage advice of friendlhip and experience ; and to fhew them the

infignificance of the brightelt parts without a due mixture of pru-
dence. His poetical works, conudered, as they ought to be,

only as juvenile produ<5fions, have great merit, and were pub-
liihed in 2 vols. 8vo, 1728.

PAVILLON (Stephen), a poet of moderate reputation in

France, was born at Paris in 1652. He was for a time diilin-

guilhed as advocate -general in the parliament of Metz, but nei-

ther the ftrength of liis contlitution, nor the tendency of his

inclinations, permitted him to perilll very long in that toilfome

career. He retired to enjoy a literary repol'e, which after a
time was rendered more affluent by a penlion of 2000 livres

froiTi Louis XIV. He was a ^lember of both the acadeinies,

and was generally regarded as a man of real philofophy without
any afFe<ilation of it. His poems were colledled in 1 720, and have
fince been republilhed in two fmall vols. i2mo. Though they
are in general more or lefs negligent, they have a delicacy and
natural air which renders them very pleafing. He imitated the

manner of \ oiture, and frequently excelled his model. He
produced alfo a few elegant compofitions in profe.

PAUL (Mark), or Marco Paulo, the Venetian, a cele-

brated traveller in the 13th century, is the firft writer of any
note who has given a relation of the eaftern countries. He
began his travels in 1 27 2, and went as far as the capital of
CuBLAi Chan, whofe court he vilited. He gives a very cir-

cumlfantial account of all he faw there ; even defcribes the per-
fon of that monarch who was the fixth from Goights Chan.
Many have imagined Cavibaluy which he defcribes as the feat of
this empire, to be Pek'in in China, founded there by this con-
queror, foon alter he had conquered the country. One circum-
llance is worth noticing, which is, that though he refided lono- in

China, he never mentions the great wall, on which a queltion

naturally arifes: Did he forget it, or was It not then erected?
Harris's PhiL Inq.

PAUL SARPI [u], ufually called in England, Father Paul,
in Italian, .Fra Paolo, a very illuftrious writer, was born at

Venice the 14th of Aug. 1552; and was the fon of Francis
Sarpi, a merchant, whofe anceilors came from Friuli, and of
Ifabella Morelli, a native of Venice [x]. He was baptized by
the name of Peter, which he afterwards, upon entering into his

order, changed for Paul. His father dying, Ambrofio Morelli

[u] This fhould have ftood under Sarpi, [x] Fulgentio's Life of Father Paul;
but the error was difcovered too late to be and Lockman's Extraft from it, prefixed

Wniovcd With conveiuencc. to Paul's Treatife of Ecclefiaftical Bene-
fices and Revenues, Lond. 1736. 8vo.

his
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his uncle, prieft of the collegiate church of St. Hermagor^s, took

him and a fifler under his own care; and their mother retired

into a convent. This Ambrofio was very well fkilled in polite

literature, which he taught to feveral children of the noble Vene-

tians; and he took particular care of the education of his little

nephew, whofc genius was very happy, thotjgh his conrtitution

was very delicate. Paul had quick apprehenfion, a prodigious

memory, a great ftrength of judgement ; fo that he made un-

common advances in every thing he undertook. He ftudied

philofophy and divinity under Giov. Maria Capella, a father

belonging to the monaflery of the Servites in Venice ; and he

alfo cultivated, when but in his tender years, the mathematics,

and the Greek and Hebrew tongues. Capella boafted, that he

had a fcholar who was capable of being his mailer ; and con-

ceived fuch a veneration for him, that he prevailed with him, as

is fuppofed, to aflume the religious habit of the Servites, not-

withitanding the oppofition from his mother and uncle, who
intended him for their own church. Paul took this habit, Nov.

24, 1566 ; and two years after made his tacit profeflion, which

he folemnly renewed May the loth, 1572.

Being then in his 2oth year, he defended, in a public affemibly

at Mantua, feveral difficult propofitions in natural philofophy

and divinity ; on which occafion he gave fo extraordinary a proof

of his abilities, that the duke of Mantua appointed him his chap-

lain, at the fame time that the bifiiop of that city made him
reader of canon law and divinity in his cathedral. Thefe em-
ployments animated him to improve himfelf in Hebrew; and

lie applied alfo with fo much vigour to the ftudy of hiftory,

that it may be juftly affirmed no man ever furpatfed him in it.

During his (lay at Mantua he became acquainted with many
eminent perfons ; and, what made him more known, the duke,

•who was a learned prince, obliged him to difpute with perfons

of all profeffions, and on all fubje6ls. Paul had a profound

knowledge in the mathematics, but the utmoft contempt for

judicial altrology :
*' We cannot," he ufed to fay, " either hnd

out, or we cannot avoid, what will happen hereafter." Ful-

gentio tells a pleafant itory to this purpofe. W^illiam, duke

of Mantua, who loved to foften the cares of government with

Tallies of humour, having a mare ready to foal a mule, engaged

Paul to fit up a whole night, and with his inftrument to take the

horofcope of the animal's nativity. This being done, and the

fcheme fettled, the duke fent it to all the famous aftrologers in

Europe, with this infcription, that under fuch an afpccl a baf-

lard was born in the du!:e's palace. The aftrologers returned

very different judgments ; fome aiTuring that this bailard would

be a cardinal, others a great warrior, others a bifhop, and others

a pope

;

I



PAUL. 75

a pope : all which, as may be fuppofed, afforded the duke no
fmall diverfion.

Paul, being now weary of a court life, which no VA^ay fuitcd

his inclination, left Mantua, and returned to his convent at

Venice. By this time he had made a furprifmg progrefs in the

canon and civil law, in all parts of phyfic, and in the Chaldee
language ; and, as ufually happens, his great reputation had
expofed him to much envy. For, before he left Mantua, one
Claudio, who was jealous of his fuperior talents, accufed him to

the inquifition of herefy, for having denied that the dodlrine of
the Trinity could be proved from the hrfl chapter of Genefis

:

but Paul, appealing to Rome, was honourably acquitted, and
the inquifitor reprimanded for pjefuming to determine upon
things written in a language he did not underdand. At twenty-
two, he was ordained prie(t ; and aftervvanls, when he had taken

the degree of doctor in divinity, and was admitted a member of
the college of Padua, was choitn provincial of his order for the

province of Venice, though he was then but twenty- fix: an
inftance which had never happened before among the Servites,

He acquitted himfelf in this poft, as he did in every other, with
the ftri£tcft integrity, honour, and piety; infomuch that, in

1579, in a general chapter held at Parma, he w^as appointed

with two others, much his feniors, to draw up new regulations

and (latutes for his order. This employment made it necelTary

for him to relide at Rome, where his exalted talents recom-
mended him to the notice of cardinal Alexander Farnefe, and
other great perfonagcs.

His employment as provincial being ended, he retired for three

years, which he faid was the only repofe he had ever enjoyed
;

and applied himlHf to the ibidy of natural philofophy and ana-

tomy. Among other experiments, he employed himfelf in the

tranfmutation of metals ; but not with any view of difcovering

the philofopher's (lone, which he always ridiculed as impollible.

In the courfe of his experimtnts', he found out feveral ufeful

fecrets ; the honour of which has been appropriated by other

people. He likewife ftudied anatomy, efpecially that part of it,

which relates to the eye ; on which he made fo many curious

obfervations, that the celebrated Fabricius ab Aquapendcnte did

not fcruple to employ, in terms -of the highelt applaufe, the

authority of Paid on that fubjecl, both in his ledures and writ-

ings. Fulgentio expreffes his furprife at Aquapendente, for not

acknowledging, in his " Treatife of the Eye," the fnigular

obligations he had to Paul, whom he declares to have merited

all the honour of it. He alferts likewife, that Paul difcovered

the valves, which ferve for the circulation of the blood, and
this feems to be allowed ; but not that he difcovered the circu-

lation itfelf, as Wala;us, Morhoff, and others have contended,

againft.
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againfl: the claim of our countryman Harvey, to whom that dif-

covery has been ufually, and indeed juftly, afcribed. A book
xvas publilhed at Amitcrdam, 1684, in 8vo, with this title,

** Inventa Novantiqua ; id eft, brevis enarratio ortus et pro-

greffiis artis medicae, ac pra?cipue de inveiitis viilgo novis airt

nuperrime in ea repertis :" in which the author, Theod. Janfo-

nius ab Almeloveen, far from allowing Harvey to have difco-

vered the circulation of the blood, affirms ^t to have been known
to feveral others, and even to Hippocrates himfelf : but as to

what concerns Paul, he haS the following remarkable paifage :

*' Joannes Leonicenus fays, that Father Paul difcovered tlie

circulation of the blood, and the valves of the veins ; but durll:

not make the difcovery public, for fear of expofmg himfelf to

trouble ; fince he was already but too much fufpe6ted, and there

wanted nothing but this new paradox to transform him into an

heretic, in a country where the inquifition prevails. For this

reafon he entruftcd the fecret to Aquapendente alone, who fear-

ful alfo of becoming obnoxious, communicated it but to a few,

and waited till his death, belore he would fufFcr his Treatife

concerning the valve? of the veins to be prefonted to the republic

of Venice : and as the flighteft novelties in that country are apt

to create alarms am.ong the people, the book was repoiittd pri-

vately in the library of St. Mark. But as Aquapendente had

difcovered the fecret to a curious young EngliQi gentleman,

named Harvey, who ftudied under him at Padua, and as Father

Paul at the fame tiine made the fame difcovery to the English

ambafl'ador, thefe two Englifhmen upon their return home,
being in a country of freedom, publilhed it ; and having con-

firmed it by a variety of experimei'ts, claimed the w^hole honour

to themfelves." Dr. George Ent [y], in his letter to Harvey,

prefixed t.) his " Apologia pro circulatione fanguinis," attempts

to refute this account, by obfervmg, that the Venetian ambaila-

dor, having been prefented by Harvey with his book, lent it to

Paul, who tranfcribed many things from it, and this among the

reft : but there is a very great difficulty in this paffage of Ent

;

for it is certain that Harvey's book v\ as not printed till 1628,

whereas Paul died in 1623. Dr. Freind, however, has very

well afcertained the fole difcovery of the circiilation to Harvey,

by fnewing, that none of thofe, to wlu)m it has been afcribed,

underftood the nature and manner of it; and that, *' though

Aquapendente could difcover and defcribe the valves of the

veins, yet he was at the fame time ignorant of the true ufe of

thein, as appears from his own defcription of them" [z].

Father Paul's great fame wouid not fuiTer him any longer to

enjoy his retreat : for he was now appointed procurator-general

[y] Bayle, Nouvellcs de la Rep. des Lettres, Juin, 16045 art. ii.

[z] Hilt, of Phyficj v. i. p. 227, &c. Svo.

of
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Qf his order ; and during three years at Rome, where he was
on that account obliged to relide, he difcovered fuch prodigious

talents, that he was called by the pope's command to aiUft in

congregations where matters of the higheft importance were

debated. He was very much efteemed by Sixtus V.by cardinal

Eellarmine, and by cardinal Caftegna, afterwards Urban VII.

Upon his return to Venice, he refumed his fludies, beginning

them before fun-rife, and continuing them all the morning.

The afternoons he fpent in philofophical experiments, or in con-

verfation with his learned friends. He was now obliged to remit

a little from his ufual application : for, by too intenfe ftudy, he

had already contraflcd infirmities, with which he was troubled

till old age. Thefe made it neceiTary for him to drink a little

. wine, from which he had abdained till he was thirty years old ;

and he ufed to fay, that one of the things of which he was moft

repented was, that he had been perfuaded to drink wine. He
cat fcarce any thing but bread and fruits, and ufed a very fmall

quantity of food, becaufe the lead fulnefs rendered him liable to

violent pains of the head.

But now Providence was pleafed to take Paul o\it of this

haven of tranquillity, and toexpofe him on an ocean of troubles.

Upon leaving Venice to go to Rome, he had left his friends

under the counfel and direflion of Gabriel Colliflbni, with whom
he had formerly joined in redrelTing certain grievances. But
this man did not anfvver Paul's expectation, being guilty of great

exa6lions : and, when the father intended to return to Venice,

difluaded him from it, well knowing that his return would put

an end to his impofitions. He therefore artfully reprefcnted,

that, by (laying at Rome, he would be fure to make his fortune :

to which Paul, with more honefty than policy, returned an
anfwer in cypher, that " there was no advancing himfelf at the

court of Rtime, but by fcandalous means ; and that, far from
valuing the dignities there, he held them in the utmoft abomina-
tion." After this, he returned to Venice ; and, coming to an
irreconcileable rupture with ColiiiToni, on account of his cor-

rupt practices, the latter (hewed his letter in cypher to cardinal

Santa Severina, who was then at the head of the inquihtion.

The cardinal, however, did not think it convenient to attack

Paul himfelf, although he fljewed his difaifedion to him by per-

fecuting his friends. But when Paul oppofed CoHiilbni's being

elected general of the order, the latter accufed him to the inqui-

fition at Rom.e of holding a correfpondence with- the Jews ; and,

to aggravate the charge, produced the letter in cypher juft men-
tioned. The inquihtors did not think proper to continue the

profecution, yet Paul was ever after conlidered as an inveterate

enemy to the grandeur of the court of Rome. He was charged

alfo v/ith (hewing too great rcfpedl and civility to heretics, who,
on account of his valt re|putation, came to fee him from all

parts

;
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parts ; ahd this prevented pope Clement VIII. from nominating

him, when he was folicited, to the fee of Nola [a]. So, at

leaft, fays Fulgentio : and we are elfewhere informed, that
** Paul was an intimate friend of Mornay, of Diodati, and

feveral eminent Proteftants ; and, that when a motion was made
at Rome to beflow on him a cardinal's hat, what appeared the

chief obftacle to his advancement was, his having a greater cor-

refpondence with heretics than with Catholics. Diodati in-

formed me," continues Ancillon, *' that, obferving in his con-

verfations with Paul, how in many opinions he agreed with the

Proteftants, he faid, he was extremely rejoiced to find him
not far from the kingdom of heaven ; and therefore ftrongly

exhorted him to pvofefs the Proteftant religion publicly. But
the father anfwercd, that it was better for him, like St. Paul, to

be anathema for his brethren ; and that he did more fervice to

the Proteftant religion in wearing that habit, than he could do

by laying it afide.—The elder Daille told me, that in going to

and coming from Rome with de Villarnoud, grandfon to Mor-
nay, whofe preceptor he was, he had palled by Venice, and
vifited Paul, to whom Mornay had recommended him by letters

;

that, having delivered them to the father, he dlfcovercd the

higheft efteem for the illuftrious Mr. Du Plellis Mornay; that

he gave the kindeft reception to Mr. de Villarnoud his grandfon,

and even to Mr. Daille ; that afterwards Mr. Daille became

very intimate with father Paul," &c. All this is confirmed by

father Paul's letters, which on every occafion exprefs the higheil

regard for the Proteftants.

About 1602, he was drawn forth from his private ftudies,

which he had now indulged, though amidft numerous vexations,

for many years, into public affairs. A difpute arofe between

the republic of Venice and the court of Rome, relating to eccle-

fiaftical immunities; and, as both divinity and law were con-

cerned in it, father Paul was appointed their divine and canonift,

to a6l in concert with the law-confultors. The difpute had

commenced, and been carried on, under Clement VIII. but

when Paul V. came to the popedom, he required abfolute obe-

dience without difputes. Thus things ftood for a time ; till at

laft, April, 1606, the pope excommunicated the duke, the whole

fenate, and all their dominions: and then the Venetians in

return recalled their ambaifador at Rome, fufpended the inqui-

fition by order of ftate, and publifhed by found of trumpet a

proclamation to. this effe£l, viz. *' That whofoever hath received

from Rome any copy of a papal edi£l, publiflied there, as^.well

againft the law of God, as againft the honour of this nation,

{hall immediately "bring it to the council of ten upon pain of

death." Meanwhile, the minds not only of the common

[aI Melange Critique de Literature recueilli de$ converfations dc feu Mr. Ancillon,

:cm. ii. 2815, Bafil, 1698, izmo.

burghers,
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burghers, but alfo of fome noble perfonnges who were at the

hehn, being under fome little conflernation at this papal inter-

diil, Paul endeavoured to diflipate the groundlefs alarm, by a

piece entitled " Confolation of mind, to quiet the confcienccs

oi thofe who live well, againft the terrors of the interdidl by

Paul V." But, being written for the fole ufe of ttie government

under which he was born, it was depofited in the archives of

Venice; till at length, from a copy clandeftineiy taken, it was
firft publilhcd at the Hague [b], both in the Italian and French

languages, and the fame year in Englifh, under this title, '* The
Rights of Sovereigns and Subjeds, argued from the civil, canon,

and conimon law, under the feveral heads of Excommunica-
tions, Interdicts, Pcrfecution, Councils, Appeals, Infallibility,

deforibing the boundaries of that power which is claimed through-

out Chrirtendom by the Crown and the Mitre ; and of the pri-

vileges which appertain to the fubjeds, both clergy and laity,

according to the laws of God and Man." Paul wrote, and

alfifted in writing and pnblilhing, feveral other pieces in this

controverfy between the two ftates ; and had the Inquilition,

cardinal Bellarmine, and.other great perfonages, for his antago-

nilts. He behaved himfelf with great temper and moderation;

yet the court of Rome was fo exafperated againfl; him, as to

cite him by a decree, 0<SI. 30, 1606, under pain of abfoliite

excommunication, to appear in perfon at Rome, to anfvver the

charges of hercfies againit him. Inflead of appearing, he pub-
lilhed a manifdfo, (hewing the invalidity of the fummons

;
yet

offered to difpute with any of the pope's advocates, in a place of

fafety, on the articles laid to his charge.

In April, 1607, the divifion between Rome and the republic

was healed by the interpofition of France ; and Fulgentio relates,

that the atfjir was tranfatSled at Rome by cardinal Perron, ac-

cording to the order of the king his mafter. But fome Englifh

writers are of opinion, that this accommodation between the

Venetians and the pope was owing to the mifconiluCl of king

James I. [cj ; who, if he had heartily fupported the Venetians,

would certamly have difunited them from the fee of Rome,
Mr. Ifaac Walton obferves, that during the difpute it was
reported abroad, " that the Venetians were all turned Protert-

ants, which was believed by many: for it was obferved, that the

Englilh ambalfador (VVotton) was often in conference with the

fenate, and his chaplain Mr. Bedel more often with father Paul,

whom the people did not take to be his friend ; and alfo, for

that the republic of Venice was known to give commiiFion to

Gregory Jiiltiniano, then their ambalfador in England, to make
all thefe proceedings known to the king of England, and to

crave a promife of his afliftance, if need fhould require," &cc.

[b] Preface to the Righrs of Sovereigns, See. Lond. 1725.

fcj Life «f Sir Hemy Wotton, preiix«d to h'.i Works, edit. i6i$.

Burnet
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Burnet tells us, ** That the breach betwei^n the pope and tht

republic was brought very near a crifis, fo that it was expe6ted

:i total reparation not only from the cotart, but the church of

Rome, was like to follow upon it. It was fet on by father Paul

and the feven divines wiih much zeal, and was very prudently

condu£led by them. In order to the advancing of it, king

James ordered his ambaffador to offer all polTible aflilfance to

them, and to accufe the pope and the papacy as the chief authors

of all the mifchiefs of Chriitendom.—Father Paul and the feven

divines preffed Mr. Bedel to move the ambaffador to prefent king

James's premonition to all Chriftian princes and dates, then put

in Latin, to the fenate ; and they were confident it would pro-

duce a great effe6l. But the ambaffador could not be prevailed

on to do it at that time ; and pretended, that fince St. James's

day was not far off, it would be more proper to do it on that

day.—Before St. James's day came, the difference was made up,

and that happy opportunity was lofl ; fo that when he had his

audience on that day in which he prefented the book, all the

anfwer he got was, that they thanked the king of England for

his good will, but they were now reconciled to the pope; and
that therefore they were refolved not to admit any change in

their religion, according to their agreement with the court of

Rome" [d]. Welwood relates the fame flory, and imputes the

mifoarriage of that important affair to " the conceit of prefent-

ing king James's book on St. James's day." But Dr. Hickes
attempts to confute this account, by obft-rving, that the pope

and the Venetians were reconciled in 1607, and that the king's

premonition came not out till 1609, which indeed appears to

be true ; fo that, if the premonition Vv^as really prefented, it

mufl have been only in manufcript.

Although father Paul was comprehended in the accommoda-
tion of April, I 607, yet, on Oct. the 5th following, he was attacked

in his return to his convent by five affaffins, who gave him
fifteen w-ounds, and left him for dead. Three of thefe wounds
only did execution : he received two iu the neck : the third was
made by the ftilletto's entering his right ear, and coming out

between the nofe and right cheek ; and fo violent was the flab,

that the alfalfin was obliged to leave his weapon u\ the wound.

Being coinc to himfelf, and having had his woimds drefied, he

told thofe about him, that the firff two he had received feemed

like two Hafhes of fire, which fhot upon him at the fame inffant

;

and that at the third he thought himfelf loaded as it u'ere with a

prodigious weight, v/hich Ifunned and quite confounded his

fenfes. Thealfaflins retired to the palace of the pope's nuncio

in Venice, whence they efcapcd that evening either to Ravenna

[dI Memoirs, &c. p. -54, 17CO, 8vo. Some Difcourfes upon Dr. Burnet and Dr.

Tillotlon, occaUoned by the Lite Funeral Sermon of the former upon the latter, p. 30,

1695, 4to.
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cr Ferrara. Thefe circumftances difcovered who were at the

bottom of the attempt ; and the father himfelf once, when hii

friend Aquapendente was drefllng his wounds, could not forbear

faving pleafantly, that "they Vv-ere made Sfilo Romance Curia."

The perfcn, who drew the ftiletto out of his head, was defirous

of hav'ing it ; but as the fatlier's efcape feemed fomewhat mira-

culous, it was thought right to preferve the bloody inftrument

as a p'lblic rnonument: and therefore it w^as hung at the feet of

a crucifix in the church of the Servites, with the following

infcription, Deo Filio Liheroiori, ^' To God the Son the Deli-

verer." The fenate of Venice, \o fhew the high regard they

had for P.iul, and their deteifation of this horrid attempt, broke

up immediately on the news; came to the monaftery of the

Scrvites that night in great numbers ; ordered the phyficians to

brinp; conflant accounts of him to the fenate ; and afterwards

knigintfcd and richly rewarded Aquapendente for his great care

of him.

Plow fcandalous foever this defign againfl his life was, it was
attempted again more than once, even by monks of his own
order: but the fenate took all ima^-inable precautions for his

fecurity, and he himfelf determined to live more privately. In

his recefs, he applied himfelf to M'rite his *' Hiftory of the

" Coiuicil of Trent," for which he had begun to colle6l mate-

rials long before. Walton tells us, that the contefts between

the court of Rome and the fenate of Venice *' were the occa-

lion of father Paul's knowledge and intereft with king James,
for whofe fake principally he compiled that eminent hiftory of

the remarkable council of Trent ; which hiftory was, as faft as

it was written, fent in feveral ftiects in letters by ftr Henr/
Wotton, Mr, Bedell, and otliers, unto king James, and the then

hi (hop of Canterbury, into England." Wotton [d] relates,

that Jaiues himfelf " had a hand in it ; for the benefit," he adds,
" of the Chriftian world." This hiftory was firft publifhed at

London, 1619, in folio, under the feigned name of Pietro Soave

Polano, which is an anagram of Paolo Sarpi Venetiano, and

dedicated to Jam(;s I. by Antony de Dominis, archbifhop of

Spalatro. It was afterwards tranflated into Latin, Englifh,

French and other languages \ and a new tranflation of it into

French by Dr. le Courayer, wit'i notes critical, hiftorical, and
theological, was publilhed at London, 1736, 2 vols, folio.

Burnet's account of this v^ork may ferve to Ihew the opinion,

which Proteltants of all communities have ever entertained of it.

** The ftyle and way of writing," I'ays he [eJ, " is fo natural

[d] Renqui2S Wottonianse, p. 4S6. Relig-on and the Gofpcl, as they are dell-

edit. i6)ji5. vcrci by Cardinal Pr;!l.ivicint, in his Hif-
[e] Preface to a book, entitled, " The fory of the Council of Trent. Engliftisd

Policy of Rome, or, The Sentiments of out of French, London, 16S1," Svo.
the Court and Cardinals there, concerning

Vol. XII. G and
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and mafculine, the rntrig\je5 were fo fully opened, with fo many
Judicious rcfle6lions in all the parts of it, that as it was read with
great pleafure, fo it was generally icokcd on as the iared pieee
of hirtory which the world ever faw. The author was foon
giielTed, and that raifed the eltcem of the work : for as he was
accounted one of the wifeft men in the world, fo he had great

opportunities to gather exaft i-nfo-rmati-ons. He had free accefs
to all the archives of the republic of Venice, which has been
now looked on for feveral ages as very exact, both in getting
good intelligence, and in a ir!o(l careful way of prcferving it t

fo that among their records he nudl have found the difpatches
of the ambaffadors and prelates of that republic, who were at

Trent ; which being Co near them,- and the council being of fucb
high confcquence, it is not to be doubted, but there were fre-

quent and particular informations, both of more pttblic and
fecreter tranfadions tranfmitted thither. He had alfo eontraded
a clofe frienddiip with Camillus Oliva, that was fecretary to

one of the legates, from whom he had many difcoveries of the

practices of the legates, and of their correfpondence with Rome ;

beiides many other materials and notes of fome prelates who
were at Trent, which he had gathered together. His work
came out within fifty years of the conclufion of the council,

"when feveral, who had been prefent there, were ftill alive ; and
the thing was fo recent in men's memories, that few thought a
xnan of fo great prudence as he was would have expofed his

reputation, by writing in fuch a nice manner, things which he
could not juftify. Never was there a man more hated by the

court of Rome than he was ; and now he was at their mercy, if

he had abufed the world by fuch falfhoods in matter of faft, as

have been Isnce charged on his work ; but none appeared againd
him tor fifty years."

Early in the winter of 1622, his health began to decline

greatly; and he grew weaker and weaker, till Jan. the 14th,

when he expired in his 7 2d year. He behaved with the greatcil

conftancy and piety during his illnefs, and the laft words he

uttered were, EJlo perpetua \ as a prayer for the republic.

And, while the fhadows on his eye-lids hung,
Be it inwiiftal! trembled on his tongue.

When the news of his death reached Rome, the courtiers

rejoiced ; nor could the pope himfelf forbear faying, that the

hand of God was villble in taking him out of the wor'd : yet it

was no great miracle furely tha* a man of his age fhoultl die.

His fur.eral was diftinguiflied by the public magnificerice oi it,

and the vaft concourfe of nobility and perfons of ail ranks attend-

ing it: and the fenate,' out of gratitude to his memory, err(*^fed

a monument to him, the infcription upon which was written by

John
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John Anthony Venerio, a noble Venetian. He was of middle

Ibture ; his head very large in proportion to his body, which
was extremely lean. He had a wide forehead, in the middle

of which was a very large vein. His eye-brows were well

arched, his eyes large, black, and fprightly ; hi^ nofe long and
big, but very even : his beard but thin. His afpe6l, though
grave, was extremely foft and inviting ; and he had a very tine

hand. Fulgentio relates, that though feveral kings and princes

had defired him to lit for his picture, yet he never would fuiFer

it to be drawn ; but fir Henry Wotton [f], in his letter to

Dr. Collins, writes thus :
—" And now, lir, having a fit mef-

fenger, and not long after the time when love-tokens us to pafs

between friends, let me be bold to fend you for a new-year's-

gift a certain memorial, not altogether unworthy of fome
entertainment under your roof; namely, a true pifture of
father Paul the Servite, which was firfl taken by a painter

whom I fent unto him, my houfe then neighbouring his mo-
naftery. I have newly added thereunto a title of my own con-
ception, Concilii T'ridentint Evijcerator, i^c.—You will find a

fear in his face, that was from the Roman alfaffinate, that

would have killed him as he was turned to a wall near his •

convent."

Nothing remains but to dwell a little upon the charader of
tlais extraordinary perfon. Father Fulgentio, his friend and
companion, v/ho v/as a man of great abilities and integrity,

and is allowed on all hands to have drawn up Paul's life with
great judgement and impartiality, obferves, that, notwithftand-

ing the animofity of the court of Rome againft him, the moft
eminent prelates of it always expreiTed the higheft regard for

him ; and Proteflants of all communities have juflly fuppofed
him one of the wifefl: and heft men that ever lived. *' Father
Paul," fays fir Henry Wotton, '' was one of the humbleft
tilings that could be feen within the bounds of humanity : the

very pattern of that precept, quanta doBior, tanto Jubrnifjior, and
enough alone to demonftrate, that knowledge M^ell digcfted non
Injiat. Excellent in pofitive, excellent in fcholaftical and pole-
mical, divinity : a rare mathematician, even in the moft ab/trufe

parts thereof, as in algebra and the theoriques ; and yet withal
fo expert in the hiftory of plants, as if he had never perufed
any book but nature. Laftly, a great canonift, which was the
title of his ordinary fervice with the flate \ and certainly, in the
time of the pope's ijiterdicl, they had their principal light

from him. When he was either reading or writing alone, his

manner was to fit fenced with a caftle of paper about his chair
aiid over his head ; for he w.-.r- of our lord St, Aloan's opinion,

[f] Reliqui;e WortoiiLini.
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that all air is pfedatoryy and efpecially hvirtfu', when the fpirits

are mofl; employed.—He was of a quiet and fettled temperj,

which made him prompt in his cotinfels and anfwers ; and the

fame in confultation, which ThemilloGlcs Vv-as in adion, aL-rcr-

%;Sia^:fv ix-^yoraTor, as will appear Jinio you in a pailage between
him and the prince of Conde. The faid prince, in a volun-
tary journey to Rome, came by Venice, where, to give feme
vent to his own humours, he would ciften divert himfelf of his

greatnefs ^ and after other lefs laudable curiofities, not long
before his departtirc, a defire took him to vifit the famous
obfcure Seivite, To whofe cloyHer coming twice, he was the

firft time denied to be within ; and at the fecond it was inti-

mated, thaty by feafoa of his daily admiilion to their delibera-

tions in the palace, he could not receire the vifit of fo illuftri-

<>U^ a perfonage, without leave from the fenate, which he would
feek to procure. This fet a greater cdgt upon the prince,

When he faw he fliould confer with one participant of more
than m.onkiffi fpeculations. So, after leave gotten, he came
tiie third time ^ and then, befides ether voluntary difcourfe,

defired to be told by him, who was the true unmafked author
rtf the late Tridentine Hiiloryr-^To whom father Paul faid,

hat he underitood he was going to Rome, where he might
learn at eafe, who was the author of that book."

Cardinal Perron thought proper to deliver himfelf concern-

ing father Paul in thefe terms: " I [g] fee nothing eminent i i

that man ; he is a man of judgement and good fenfe, but has

no great learning : I obferve his qualifications to he mere com-
mon ones, and little fuperior to an ordinary monk's." But
the learned Mornoff [h] has juflly remarked, that '• this judge-

ment of Perron is abiurd and malignant, and directly contrary

to the cleared evidence; fince thofe who are acquainted with
the great things done by father Patil, and with the vaft extent

of his learning, will allow him to be fuperior, not only to

monks,^ but cardinals, and even to Perron himfelf." Courayer,

his French tranflator, fiiys, that " in [i] imitation of Erafmus,
Caflandcr, Thuanus, and other great men, f*aul was a Catholic

in general, and fometimes a Proteftant in particulars. He
obferved every thing in the Roman religion, which could b&
pradlifed without fuperftition ; and. In points which he fcru-

pled, took great care not to fcandalize the weak. In Ihort, he
was equally averfe to all extremes: if he difapproved the abufes

of the Catholics, he condemned alfo the too great heat of the

Reforqied ; and.ui'ed to fay to thofe who urged him to declare

himfelf in favour of the latter, that God had not given him
the fpirit of Luther.— Cotirayer likevv'ife obferves, that Paul

[g] Porronia.'ia. [ft] PolyhiAor. p. 393, 294.
£ij Vic abrcgcc dc Fra. Piolo, prclixctl to Hilt, du Coiicile de Trent.

wilhed
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wiflicd for a reformation of the Papacy, and not the dcftru(51;ion

of it ; and was an enemy to th«: abufcs and pretences of the

popes, not their place." Wc fee by feveral of Paul's letters,

that he wiflied extremely the progrefs of the Re Formation;,

though in a gentler manner than that \vhich had been taken to

procure it : and, if he himfelf had been liient on this head, we
might have coHccled his inclinations this way, from circumr-

Ibnces relating to Fulgentio, the moft intim.ate of his friends,

.and who was beft acquainted with his fentimejits., Burnet

informs us, that Fulgtntio preaching upon Pilate's queftioHt
** What is Truth ?" told the audience, that at lafJ:, after many
fearches, he had found it out : and holding forth a New Tefta-

ment, faid, it was there in his hand ; but, adds he, putting it

again in his pocket, " the book is prohibited."

We have, in the courfe of this memoir, had occafion to

mention two works of lather Paul, which have been publillied

in an Englilli veriion :
*' The Kights of Sovereigns and Sub-

jects," and ** The Hillory of the Council of Trent." There
jremain his^' Letters;" '* Maxims of the Government of

Venice, in aji Advice to the Republic ;" and a '' Treatife of
Ecclefiallical Benefices and Revenues :" all tranflated into Eng-
iilhi, and printed at London,
PAULINUS, an ecclefiaftical Avriter of the fifth century,

was defcended from an illuftrious family of Roman fenators,

;and born at Bourdeaux about the year 253 j
k]. He was direded

in his iludies by the famous Aufonius ; and applied himfelf fo

earncftly to the belt Latin authors, that he acquired a (tyle not

unlike theirs. He was advanced afterwards to the mod confi-

derable offices of the empire. Aufonius fays, that Paulinus

was conful with him ; but his name not being found in the

Fa(H Confalares, it is probable he obtained that dignity only

in the room of fome other perfon, who died in the office, and
perhaps in the'^epr 378, after the death of Valens. He mar-
ried 1 herafta, a very rich lady, who proved inftrumental in

converting him to Chriftianity ; and he was baptized in the

year 389, He dwelt four years in Spain, where he embraced
voluntary poverty ; felling his goods by degrees, and giving

them to the poor. The inhabitants of Barcelona, where he
refided, conceived fuch an elleem for him, that they would
have him ordained pried ; to which, after a long refillance, he

confented, upon condition that he fhould not be obliged to

remain in Barcelona, becaufe his deiign was to withdraw to

Nola, This ordination was performed in 393, and the next
year he left Spain to go into Italy, In his way he faw St,

Anibrofe at Florence, who fliewed him marks of refped
i
and

[k] Du Pin, Cave, TlUcmont, &c.
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was kindly received at Rome both by the quality and the people

:

but the clergy there growing jealous of him, he left that city

quickly, and went to Nola, where he dwelt in a country-houfe

about half a league from, the town. He lived there fixteen

years with his wife Therafia, in the fludy and exercifes of a

inonaftic life ; and then, in 4C9, was chofen t-.r.d ordained bifliop

of Nola. The beginning of his epifcopate was diflurbed by
the incurfions of the Gothf, who took t'latcity; but the affault

being over, he enjoyed it peaceably to his death, which hap-

pened in 431.
His works confift of " Poems," and " Letters," and are

written with much art and elegance ; his manner of expref^

fion being clofe and clear, his words pure and well chofen,

and his fentences ftrong and lively. All his writings are fhort,

but pretty numerous, and comipofed with great care. Aufo-
nius highly commends his poems

;
yet they cannot pafs for

perfeft, efpccially thofe which he made after his converfion.

He was efteemed, beloved, and careiTed by all the great m.en of

that age, of what party foever they were ; and correfponded

with them all, without falling out Avith any. He was, in

truth, like Titus, the delight of his times. The firft edition

of his works was at Paris, in 1516, by Badius; the fecond at

Cologne, by Grasvius: Rofwedius caufed them to be printed at

Antwerp, in 1622 ; and the laft edition of them was at Paris,

in 2 vols. 4to, the former of which contains his genuine works,

Du Pin wifhes, that " the bcokfellers had taken as much care

to have it upon good paper and in a fair charadler, as the editor

did to make it cotreft and sifefu'."

PAULMIER DE GkENTESMENTL (James le}, m.ore

commonly known to the learned by his latinized name Paltne-

rius, was born in the territory of Auge, in 1587, the fon of

Julicn !e Paulmier, who was a phyfician of eminence. He was
bred a Proteftant, embraced a military Ijfe, and ferved with

credit in Holland and in France. Alter a time, he retired to

Caen, where he gave himfelf fip entirely to the (tudy of letters

and aiitiquity; and was the fir(l: promoter of an academy in

that city, wliich'has fi:iCe been confidered as a valuable infti-

tution. He died at Caen, 0<E1:. i, 1670, being then eighty-

three. His vvorks arc, 1. '" Oblervationes in optim.os audiores

Grcccos," Lugd. Bat. 1668, 410. 2. ** Graicia; anriqua; De-
fcriptio," Ltigd. Pat. .1678,' 4to.' This work contains a very

learned and lifefui" digcll of what the ancients have writteti

concerning G^ee^e. Prefixed to it is a life of the atithor,

written at fome lei gth, but in a very affefted ftyle, by the

editor Siephen- IVlorimis. 3. Some poems in tlie Greek, Latin,

French, Italian, and Soaniih }angua::;es. Theie, however, are
'•

' " the
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l(ie worft part of his works. He verfified in too many lan-

guages to be very excellent in any.

PAUSANIAS, an ancient Greek writer, who has left us a

curious defcription of Greece. The time in which he Hou-

riflied appears, from what he fays of Corinth, in his fifth,

book; where he obferves, that the inhabitants of that town
had been i^cnt thither by an emperor, 217 years before he wrote.

But thi5 emperor, who fent a colony to Corinth, ^vu.s Juiius

Cxiar , and he did it in the year of Rome 710, which was the

laft of his Iife[L]: fo that Paufanias lived in the year of Rome
^527, that is, the fourte<;nth of Marcus Aurelius, and 174 of
Chrift.

Paufanias difcovers nothing el'fe in his work relating to him-
felf, fo that very few particulars of his life are known. Suidas

mentions two of this name: one of Laconia, who wrote con-

cerning the Hellefpont, Laconia, the Amphy61ions, and other

things ; another, who was a fophilt or rhetorician of Caefarea

in Cappadocia, lived at the fam^e time with Ariltides, and is

mentioned by Phiioftratus, in his Lives of the Orators, as

an indifferent rhetorician. The Paufanias of Laconia could

not be the fame with the defcriber of Gre£ce, for two reafons

:

he would have written in the Doric dialedf, whereas our aiithor

gpproaches nearer to the Ionic
5,
and he would not have fpokea

fo often againll the La'cedemonians, as that author has done, if

he himfelf had been ot Laconia, This is the judgement of
in'lburgius, Volaterranus, and Gerard Vofllus ; who are all of
opinion, that our Paufanias is the orator of Csfarea, of
jvhom Philoftratus fpeaks. He was, according to the fam^
Philoilratus, " a difciple of ihe famous Herodes Atticus,

who flourilhed imder the emperors Hadrian and Antoninus
Pius, and obtained fo prodigious a name among the fophilis.

He imitated his maiter in many refpects, but efpecially

in compofing without premeditation. His pronunciation was
according to the mianner of the Cappadocian«, who had a
way of lengthening {hort fyllables, and fhortening long ones.

The character of his compoiition was negligent, yet not with-
out force. He declaimed a long time at Rom.e, where he died
very old, thoaigh he continued all the while a member of the
college at Athens. Among other things, which he faid to the

Athenians upon leaving them, nothing was more apropos than
this line of Euripides: O Thefeus, grant me to return, and fee

this city again!"

Paufanias often mentions Herodes Atticus, though he does
not call him his mafter ; and fpeaks of buildings, and other
public ornaments, which he made in different parts of Greece,

[l] Fabric. Blbl. Graec. viii. 1« Clerc'sBiblioth. Choif. torn, xi.
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He fpeaks too of the philofopher Marcus Antoninus, but makes-

no mention of any emperor alter Jiim ; which is a fair pre-,

furnption, that this deicription of Greece was written in his

reign. It is properly an account of a journey through Greece,

in w^hich the author Hoted ev'ery thing that was remarkable.

All public monume;its, as temples, theatres, tombs, ftatues,

paintings. Sec. came within his defign: he took the dirxienfions

of cities, which had formerly been great and famous, but were
then in ruins ; nor did he haftily pai''s over places that were
memorable for illuftrious tranfatlions of old, but frequently

makes in the account of them, very agreeable digreiHons. This
work, therefore, though not eloquent, as Voflius fays[Mj, is

yet very curious ; and, though not proper for thofe, who are

juft entering upon the flndy of hiftory and the Greek language,

may be read with vaft advantage by proficients. It illuifrates

the hiftory and antiquities of Greece and thus clears up many
paflages in ancient authors, which would ctherv/ile have re-

mained very perplexed and obfcure. They, Avho fhall travel

into that part of the world, for the fake of furveying the re^

mains of antiquity, cannot take with them a better companion
and guide, than this work of Paufanias ; and it is well known,,
that Spon and Wheler made great ufe of it.

This *' Defcription of Greece," i." divided into ten books:

the firfl of which' defcribes Attica and its environs; the fecond,

Corinth; the third, Laconia; the fourth, Meiienia; the fifth

and fixth, Elis
;
jhe feventh, Achaia ; the eighth, Arcadia; the

ninth, Boeotia; and the tenth, Phccir.. Paufanias appears not

only to have travelled through Greece, Macedonia, and Italy,

but to have run alfo through a confiderable part of Afia, and to

have penetrated as far as to the temple ot Jupiter Hammon:
for he fpeaks of thefe places, and ot what they had that w^s
remarkable, as one who had feen them. Et fides this " De-
fcription of Greece," he wrote alfo of Svria and Phcenicia, as

appears from fome citations of him by Stephanus of Bvzan-
tium ; where he fpeaks of feveral towns of Syria, as Gaza,
Gabba, Dorus, Mariamnia, and Seleiiccbelus. What Phi-

loilratus has faid of the negligence of Paufanias's ft vie, agrees

very well with the work that is extant ; but then it muft be
remembered, that thefe are Travels, which never were drawn
up in a laboured and finiihed ftyle, but in that which the

Greeks ufed to call idiotic, or the language fpoken in common
converfation. Neverthelefs, there are fome parts more la-

boured, and raifed to the dignity of the hiftorical ftyle: that

particularly in the fourth book, v/here he relates the v.'^ars be-

tween the Lacedemonians and Melfenians at large. Voflius

[m] In Hiilorlcis Groecis.

complains
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ocmnplains with reafon of Julius Scaliger, for calling this author,

as he does, Graculorurn omnium 7nendacij]inium. If Paufanias
has related fables, when he is defcribing certain things or
places, it was becaufe he could not avoid it; for a.great number
of monuments, of which it was proper for him to fpeak, were
erefted on a fuppofition that thofe fabulous accounts were true;

and witliout mentioning fuperltitions and falfciioods, he could not
have related on what account many of their temples, iiatues,

and altars, were raifed. It is true, that in his defcription of
Phocis

[
n], where he mentions the war of the Gauls with the

Phoceans, and the vain attempts of the former to pillage the

temple of Delphi, he does not forget the miracles of Apollo,

m the defence of his oracle : but in relating thcfe, he does
nothing more than had been done before by other authors, who
had fpokcn of this war and the tradition of the Delphians, yet
were never cenfured as credulous or fuperdicious on that ac-
count.

Paufanias was firft publifhed at Venice in 1516 by Aldus,
who was affifted by Marcus Mufurus: Mufurus wrote a preface
in Greek [oj, whicfi is prefixed to this edition, and addrefled
to John Lafcaris, a learned Greek of the fame age. After-
wards, in 1547, Romulus yXraafeus publifiied a Latin verfion
of his work at Rome ; and, three years after, an edition
was printed at Bafii, with a new Latin verfion by Abr, Loef-
cherus. A better edition than had y^-'t. appeared, with the
Greek text of Aldus correded by Xylander, and the Latin
verfion ofAmafeus by Sylburgius, came out at PVancfort,

1583, in folio; fi-om which that of Hanover, 1613, in folio,

was printed word for word. But the heft of all is that
of Leipfic, 1696, in folio, with the notes of Kuhnius. This
learned man had already given proof, by his critical labours
upon yElian, D. Laercius, and Pollux, that he was very w^ell

qualified for a work of this nature; and his notes, thoucrh

Ihort, are very good. When he undertook this edition of Pau-
fanias, he propoled great advantages from four manufcripts in
the king of France's library : but, upon confulting them oa
fevcral corrupt and obfcure paflliges, he found that they did not
vary from Aldus's copy. 'I'he main fuccours he derived were
from Tome manufcript notes of Ifaac Cafaubon, upon the-

margin of Aldus's edition ; and, by the help of thefe, and his
own critical ikill, he was enabled to correcSt and amend an in-
finite number of places. Two volumes of a new edition in

8vo, were publifhed at Leipfic, in 1794 and 1795 ; and a third

has jull: now arrived, printed in 1796. It is a good and ufeful
edition, with particularly excellent indexes, and fome aid from
IVl!ili. The editor's name is Facius.

[•n] Lib. X. [oJ Fabric. Bibl. Gi-3ec. torn, iii,

PAYS



qo P E A R C E.

PAYS (Rene' le), fieur of Villeneuve, a French poet, bom
at Nantes in 1636, was for a coafiderable time comptroller-

genera! of the impofls in Daupiiin6 and Provence
; yet he

mingled the flowers of poetry, with the thorns of that occu-r

pation, and became celebrated at court by a mifcellaneous

publication of profe and verfe, entitled, '* Amities, Amours,
et Amourettes," publilhed in 1685. This publication gained

him particularly the favour of the ladies. Boileau, however,
fatirized him in the following line:

" Le Pays, fans mentir, efl un boufFon plalfant."

Some time after, having occafion to go to Paris, Le Pays paid

a vjfit to Voltaire, and, far irom manifefting any anger at the"

farcafm againft him, fupported fo well, in his converfation,

the lively manner he had difplayed in his writings, that they

parted excellent friends. 1 he duke of Savoy honoured him
•with the title of chevalier of St. Maurice, and he was made a

member of the academy of Aries. The latter part of his life

was embittered by a law-fuit, which obliged him to pay for the

difhonefly of one of his alfociates in oifice. He died April 30,

1690, at the age of fifty-four. His rem.aining works arc, i.

*' Zelotide," a novel oi gallantry, which was admired in the

country, bat defpifed at Paris. 2. A collccSlion of poetry,

containing eclogues, fonnets, iinnzas, &:c. publifhed at Paris in

1672, in 2 vols. i2mo, under the title oi, " Nouvelles Oeu-
vres." Thefe contain rather the fancies of a minor wit, than

the efforts of real genius.

PEARCE (Zachary), a learned EngliHi blfliop, was the

fon of a diftillei in High Holborn, Londoii, and born in 169Q

[p]. He was educated at Vv'eftminftcr-fchool, and ele£lec}

thence to Trinity- college in Cambridge. During the firfl years

of his refidence in the univerfity, he amufed himfclfv>ith lighter

compohtions : fome .of which were inferted in thp mifcella-

neous publications of the times. Thus the account of
" the filent Club," in the Giuirdianj^No. r2i, and the eifays

on *' Qiiacks, ' and on " Eloqut,.ce," in the Spectator, No. 572
and 633, are his. in 1716, he publifhed an edition of Cicerp

de Oratore, and dedicated it to the lord chief juftice Parker.

Lord Parker foon recommended him. to Dr. Pentley, mafter of

Trinity, to be f?:(!<r/e one of the tellows : to which Bentley

agreed, on condition, that h^rd Parker fliould promife toutimake.

him again, as foon as it lay in his power to give him a living.

In 1717, he vv'ent into orders; and was invited by lord Parker,

now becom-- chancellor, to live with him as chaplain. In 17 19^
he was rciSior of Staplcford Abbots, in Eiiex': in 1720, of St,

[?] Life, written by himfclf.

Bartholomew
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Bartholomew behind the Royal Exchange; and, in 1723 of
St. Martin's in the Fields.

In .1724, the degree of Do6lor in Divinity was conferred

on him by archbifhop Wake ; and the fame year he dedi-

cated to his patron, now become earl of Macclesfield, his

edition of '* Loi:ginus." In 1726, when the church of St.

Martin's was rebuilt, he preached a fermon at the confecra-

tion; which he afterwards printed, and accompanied v/ith
*' An Eilay on the Origin and Progrefs of Temples." In 1725,
the earl of Macclesfied refigned the great feal ; and, being
impeached and receiving a fentence againft himfelf, in the

Houfe of Lords, retired, and died in 1732. During this

period, whether from his attachment to his patron, of whofe
innocence he was firmly convinced, or from whatever caufe.

Dr. Pearce did not proceed onward in the line of preferment.

Neverthelefs, he was in high favour with many of the great,

and could reckon among his patrons or friends, Mr. Pulteney,

archbifhop Potter, lord Hardwicke, lir Ifaac Newton, and
i)ther illuftrious perfonages: the queen was alfo pleafed to

honour him frequently with her converfation, and to be vtxf
familiar with him, as Ihe affefted to be with many of the
learned.

After many difappointments, in 1739, he was made dean of
WincheiUr; in 1748, bifhop of Bangor; and, in 1756, bifhop

of Rocheller and dean of Vv^eltminlfer. Th;s iaft preferment
he accepted with relu61ance ; having already conceived a
defign of giving up his bifhopric, and feceding to a private

iife. In 1763, being old and (as he thought) unfit for his litu-

ation, he communicated to lord Bath his intention to relign

both his biffiopric and deanery, and to retire upon his private

fortune : and lord Bath acquiiinted the king, who had named
a day and hour, when the bilhop was admitted alone into the

clofet. He told the king, that he wifhed to have fome interval

between the fatigues of bufinefs and eternity; and defired his

majcily to confult proper perfons, about the propriety and
legality of his refignation. In about two months the king
informed him, that lord Mansfield faw no obje61:ion ; and that

lord Northington, who had b^^en doubtful, on, farther confi-

cieratior, thought that the requeit might be complied with. But
lord Bath applied for bilhop Newton to fucceed him ; and the

miniftry, alarmed that any dignities lliould be obtained but
through their hands, oppofed his refignation: fo that the king
told him, at a third audience, ihat he muft think no more of
refigning. However, in 1768, he obtained leave to refign the

deanery; and, cjevoting himfelf more clofely to contemplation
and books, he lived till June, 1774.

The
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The critical abilities of Dr. Pearce wer« great, and his

application to philological learning, diligent, Wc have men^
tioned fome of his labonrs already ; to which we may add an
edition of " Cicero de Officiis, 1745." He was alfo the author

of the following pieces: i. " An Account of Trinity-college,

Cambridge, 1720." 2. *' Epiflola:' diia; de editione, N. T. a

Bentleio fufcepta, de corruptis Epiftolarum, N. T. locis, &c.
1721." 3. '* A Letter to the Clergy of the Church of Eng-
land, on occafion of the bilhop of Rochefter's commitment to

the Tower, 1722." 4. " Miracles of Jefus vindicated," 1727
and 172S. Thefe were againft Woolllon. 5, *' Two Let-

ters againft Dr. Conyers Middleton, relating to his attack upon
Waterland," 1730 and 1731. 6. " A Review of the Text of

Milton." Befides occafional fermons-

Since his death have appeared, *' A Commentary with Notes
on the Four Evangelifts and the A6ls of the Apoftles," together

with '* A New Tranllation of St. Paul's Firll PIpiflle to the

Corinthians, and a Paraphrafe and Notes," have been publilhed,

with his '* Life" prefixed, from original MSS. in 2 vols. 4to,

by his chaplain John Derby, A, M. from which this extra<fh

has been made.
PEARSON (John), a very learned Englifli bifiiop, was

born, Feb. 12, 1612, at Snoring in Norfolk; of which place

his father was re(9:of. In 1623, he was fent to Eton fchool
^

whence he was eleifted to King's-college in Cambridge, in 1632.

He took the degree of batchelor of arts in 1635, and that of

mafter in 1639 ; in which year he refigned his fe'lowihip of the

college, and lived afterwards a fellow-common*L'r in it. The
fame year he entered into orders, and was collated to a prebend

in the church of Sannii, In 1640, he was appointed cliaplain

to Finch, lord-keeper of the great feal ; by whom., in that

year, he was prefented to the living of Tofrington in Suffolk.

Upon the breaking out of the civil wars, he l>ccame chaplain

to the lord Goring, whom he attended in the army, and after-

wards to iir Robert Cook in London. In 1650. he was made
minifier of St. Clement's, Eaflcheap, in London. In 1657,
he and Gunning, afterwards bilfiop of Ely, had a difpute witl^

two Roman Catholics upon the fubjeft of fchifm, I'his con-

ference was managed in writing, and by mutual agreement

nothing was to be made public without the confent of both

parties: yet a partial account of it was publifhed, in 1658, by

one of the Romilh difputants, ctwi prhilcgh, at Paris, with

this title, <* Schifm unmaiked ; a late conference," 6:c. [qI-
In

[q_] To the piece is, " A Preface of fa(5l." There is an account of this pub-

the Catholic difpuunts, containing the lication in a piece entitled, " A Gagg for

proceedings of both parties oa ijaattcj: of thcQ^akersj with aii Acfwer Co Mr. Den's

Qu;'.ker
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tn 1659, he publifhed, *' An Expofition of the Creed," at

London, in 4to; dedicated to his paiiihioners of St. Clement's,

Ealkheap, to whom the fubfbnce of that excellent work had
been preached feveral years before, and by whom he had been
defired to make it public. The fame year, he likewife pub-
liflied, " The Golden Remains of the ever memorable Mr.
John Hales, of Eton;" to which he wrote a preface, contain-

ing the character of that great man, with whom he had been
acquainted for many years, drawn with great elegance and
force. Soon after the Reftoration, he was prefented by Juxon,
then biftiop of London, to the redlory of St. Chriflopher's in

that city; created do6lor of divinity at Cambridge, in pur-
fuance of the king's letters mandatory ; inftalled prebendary of
Ely, archdeacon of Surry, and made mafter of Jefus-college

in Cambridge; all before the end of the year 1660. March
25, 1661, he fucceedcd Dr. Love in the Margaret profefTorlhip

of that univerfity; and, the hrft day of the enfuing year, was
nominated one of the commiflioners for the review of the
liturgy in the conference at the Savoy. April 14, 1662, he
was admitted mafter of Trinity-college in Cambridge ; and,
in Auguft, rellgned his reftory of St. Chriftopher's, and pre-
bend of Sarum. In 1667, he was admitted a fellow of the
Royal Society In 1672, he publifhed, at Cambridge, in 4to,
" Vindicias Epiftolarum S. Ignatii," in anfwer to monf. Daille

;

to which is fubjoined, '* Ifaaci Voilii epiltolse duas adverfus
Davidem Blondellum." Upon the death of Wilkins, bifhop
of Chefler, Pearfon was promoted to that fee, to which he
was confecrated, Feb. 9, 1673. In 1684, his " Annales Cy-
prianici, live tredecim annorum, quibus S. Cyprian, inter

ChrilHanos verfatus eft, hiftoria chronologica," was publifhed
at Oxford, with Fell's edition of that fathers works. Pearfon
was difabled from all public fervlce by ill health a confiderable
time before his death, which happened at Chefter, July 16,
1686. Two years after, his pofthumous works were publifhed
by Dodwell at London, ** CI. Joannis Pearfoni Ceftrienfis

nuper Epilcopi opera pofthuma, 6cc. &c." There are extant
two fermons publifhed by him, i. *' No Neceflity for a Reform*
ation ; 1661," 4to. 2. " A Sermon preached before the BCing,

on Ecclef. vii. 14. publifhed by hisMajefty's fpecial command;
1671," 4to.

Quaker no Papift, by Mr.Thomas Smith, of by William Taywell, D. D. mailer of
Chnil's-collegeinCambridge,Lond.i659." Jefus-collegc, Cambridge, in a pamphlet
The conference wa'i reprinted at Oxford dar- printed at Cambridge in 1688, 410, under
jng the reign of king James II. under this this title, " The Reformation of the
title, " The Schifm ofthe Church of Eng- Church of England juftificd, See. being
land demonitrated in four Arguments, Sec.'" an Anfwer to a paper reprinted at Oxford,
whjch was foon after animadverted upon called, The Schifme, ^c."

PECHANTRE
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PECHANTRE (Nicolas de), a French poet, the fon of

a furg«;on of Touloufe, where he was born in 1638. He wrote

fcveral Latin poems, Avhich were reckoned good, but applied

himfelt chiefly to the poetry of his native country. Having
been three, times honoured with the laurel at the academy of the

Floral games, he afpired to the glory of the Parifian theatre.

There he began his career by a tragedy called Gela, which was
aCicd in 1687. His tragedy was applauded, in confcquence of

"which, he publillied it with a dedication to the firft prince of

the blood. He wrote alfo, " Le facrifice d'Abraham ;" and
" Jofeph vendu par fes Freres," two lingular fubjedls for tra-

gedies, but a6lcd with applaufe. He produced belides, a tra-

gedy called, " La Mort de Neron," concerning which an an-

ecdote is related, which nearly coincides with one Avhich is

current here, as having happei^ed to our dramatic poet Fletcher.

He wrote ufually at public-houfes, and one day left behind him
a paper, containing his plan for that tragedy; in which, after

various marks and abbreviations, he had written at large, " Ici

le Roi fera tue :" Here the king is to be killed. I'he tavern-

keeper> conceiving that he had found the feeds of a plot, gave

information to the magiftrate. The poet was accordingly taken

up; but on feeing his paper, which he had miiTed, in the hands

of the perfon who had feized hiin, exclaimed eagerly, " Ah!
there it is ; the very fcene which 1 had planned for the death of

Nero." With this clue, his innocence was eafily made out,

and he was difcharged. Pcchantre died at Paris in 1709,
being then feven:y-one ; he had exercifed the profeilion of

phyfic for fome time, till he quitted it for the more arduous

talk of cultivating the drama.

PECHMEJA (John de], a man of letters in France, who
was for fome time profeffor of eloquence in the royal college

of 1^1 Flcchcy was born in 1741, at Villa Franca in Rouergue.

He was a dilintcrelted fcholar, a plain, modeft, and virtuous man.

His eulogium on the great Colbert, received the public appro-

bation of the French academy in 1773. ^^^ principal fame

has arifen from a poem (as he calls it; in profe, named Tele-

phus, in twelve books. It . was publifhed in 8vo, in 1784,

and is faid to have been tranflated into Englifli. The piece is

well written, and contains, among other things, a beautiful

piclure of true friendarp. of which he hlmfclf afforded a

noble example. Peclimtja, and M. du Breuil, an eminent

phyfician of the time, v*er^ the Pyhdes and Oreftes of their

age. The former had a fevere illnefs in 1776, when his friend

fiew to his afliftance, and from that time they were infeparable,

and had every thing in common. A perfon once enquired of

Pechmeja what income he poflefTed, ** I have," faid he,

•' 12CO llvres a year." Some v.'ondcr being exprelfed how he
could



PECK. 95

could fubfifl: on fo little, " Oh," faid he, " the dodor has

plenty more." The docElor died firft of a contagious disorder,

through w^hich his friend attended him, and died only twenty
days after, a viclim to the ftrength of his friendship. He died

about the end of April, 1785, at the age of only 44.
PECK (Francis), born at Stamford in LincoJnlhire, May

4, 1692, was educated at Cambridge, where he took the degrees

of B. and M. A. [r]. The fiill work difcovered of his writ-

ing is a poem, entitled, " Sighs on the death of queen Anne ;"

printed probably about the time of her death, in 17 14. Two
years atterwards he printed '< TO T*02 "AFION; or an
Exercife on the Creation, and an Hymn to the Creator of the

World; written in the exprefs Words of the Sacred Text, as

an Attempt to fhew the Beauty and Sublimity of the Holy-

Scriptures, 1716, 8vo. In 1 721, being then curate of King's-

Clitton in Northamptonlhire, he offered to the world proposals

for printing the Killory and Antiquities of his native town,
which work he produced in 1727, in folio, under the title of
** Academia tertia Anglicana ; or " The Antiquarian Annals
of Stamford in Lincoln, Rutland, and Northamptonfliires

^

containing the Hiflory of the Univeriity, Monaiterics, Gilds,

Churches, Chapels, Hofpitals, and Schools there,'" &c. in-

fcribed to John duke of Rutland [s]. This publication was
hailened by " An EfTay on the ancient and prefent State of
Stamford, 1726," 410, by Francis Hargrave, who, in the pre-

face to his pamphlet, mentions a difference which had arifen

between him and Mr. Peck, becaufe his publication foredalled

that intended by the latter. Mr. Peck is alfo therein very
roughly treated, on account of a fmall work he had formerly
printed, entitled, " The Hiftory of the Stamford BulUrun-
ning. ' He had before this time obtained the rectory of
Godebv, near Melton, in Leiceiterlhire, the only preferment
he ever enjoyed. In 1729, he printed a fingle ilieet, contain-
ing, *' Qiieries concerning the Natural Hiftory and Antiquities

of Leiceilerlliire and Rutland,"' which were aftervrards re-

printed in 1 740 ; but though the progrefs he had made in the
work was very confiderable, it never made its appearance ; and
as much as he had executed of it, is fuppofed to have been,
with other materials for the hiflory of thofe counties, in the
hands of the late fir Thomas Cave [t], bart. In 1732, he

publifhed

[r] Anecdotes of Bowyer, by Nichols, Croxton Paric-houfc, a feat built by rhe

p. ''90. duke ; and two othci- feats and four manor*
[s] Whofefamily name of "Manners," which hi« grate acquired by marriage.

Mr. k'eck obferves, is derived fiom " Do- [t] The gre.i:er part of Mr. Peck's
minus deManciiis;" no ie/s than twenty- MiS. became the property of this worthy
fjur m!::o.i belonging to the duke bciiig baronet. Among others, he purchafed
to be iccm from Belvoir Caltle 5 witn hvc volumes in <juarto, fairly tranfcribei.

t'iT
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publirtied the firft volume of** Defiderata Curiofa ; or, A Col-
leilion of divers fcarce and curious Pieces relating chiefly to
Matters of Engliih Hilkviy; confifting of choice Trails, Me-
moirs, Letters, Wills, Epitaphs, &c. Tranfcribed, many of
them, fron) the originals tliemlelves, and the reft from divers

ancient MS. Copies, or the iM$. Collations of fundry famous
Antiquaries, and other eminent Perfcns, both of the laft and
prefent Age : The whole, as nearly as poffible, digefted into

Order of Time, and illuftrated with ample Notes, Contents,
Additional Difcourfes, and a Complete Index/' This volume
was dedicated to lord William Manners; and was followed,

in 1735, by a fecond volume, dedicated to Dr. Reynolds,
bifliop of Lincoln. Being grown fcarce and high-priced,

both were reprinted in one volume, 4to, by fubfcription, by
the late Mr. Thomas Evans [u], in 1779. In 1735, Mr.
Peck printed, in a 4to pamphlet, *' A complete Catalogue of

all the Difconrfes written both for and againll Popery, in the

Time of King James the Second; containing in the whole an
Account of Four hundred and Fifty-feven Books and Pamphlets,
a great Number of them not mentioned in the three former
Catalogues ; with References after each Title, for the more
fpeedy finding a further Account of the faid Difconrfes and
their Authors in fundry Writers, and an Alphabetical Lift of

the Writers on each Side." In 1739, he was the editor of
" Nineteen Letters of the truly reverend and learned Henry
Hammond, D. D. (Author of the Annotations on the New
Teftament, &c.) written to Mr. Peter Stainnough and Dr.
Nathaniel Angelo, many of them on curious Subje<Els, &c."
Thefe were printed from the originals, communicated by Mr.
Robert Marfden, archdeacon of Nottingham, and Mr. John
Worthington. The next year, 1740, produced two voluiTies

in 4to, one of them entitled, ** Memoirs of the Life and

for the prefs, in Ml-'. Peck's own neat hand, on the 14th of May, 1779, prcfcntcd to

undci- the title of " Monafticu.; Angli- the Biititli Mvifcum, bv the laft fir Thomas
«anum, Supplementis novjs adaudlum : Cave, after the death of his father, who,
quo camprehend'itur Arhoiis Pi-iemonftra- twenty years before had it in contempla-

ttiifis R.imu-j Anglicanus, per omnia tri- tioji to beftow them on that excellent re-

giiita & unum Angliae Walliseque cjuldem pofitory. They arc a moft valuable and

Ordinis Ccnobiaj e Chronicis, Rejjidria, almolt inefiimable collcdlion. Ifthegcn-
Carcis alijfque Teftimoniis antiquis MSS. tlemen at Rome, who have be;'.'', fome years

& aulhcnticis, ad iplk Monaileria olim compofmg the " Hiftory ot' the Prxmon-
pertincntibuf, & haftenas ineditis, five ftratcnfes," knew of them, they would
imperfeitc & mendose peiquani editis ab- doubtlefs confuit and infert them, having

unde illuftratus. Cuju3 pars i. Generalia
;

made great enquiries after them many years

11. Specialia ; III. Cccnobii Cioxtonicnfis ago. It is hoped fomc induftrinus Anti-

Librum de Domefday continet ; omnia La- quary will get permiffion to tranfcribe and
tina, Gallica, AngUca, ad eorum Exem- print them.
pkiria literatim exprefla. Opera & Studio [u] Who died, univerfally regretted,

F. P. A. M. a-Eve inclfa adduntur aliquot whilfl this fhcct v>t.s printing, May i,

Infignia, Sigilla, Monuraenta, & /Edlft- 17S4. See art. Prior.
ciarum Reliquise.'''' Thefe voluraes were,

2 A<5lions
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Acllons of Oliver Cromwell, as delivered in three Panegyrics

of him written in Latin ; the firft, as faid, by Don Juan Ro-
deriguez de Saa Mencfes, Conde de Penguiao, the Portugal

Ambalfador; the fecond, as affirmed by a certain Jefuit, the

Lord Ambaifador's Chaplain
;
yet both, it is thought, compofed

by Mr. John Milton (Latin Secretary to CromwellJ, as was the

third: with an Englifh Verfion of each. The whole illuftrated

with a large Hiflorical Preface ; many fimllar PalTages from the

ParadiTe Loft, and other Works of Mr. John Milton, and
Notes from the bcil Hiftorians. To all which is added, a Col-
ledlion of divers curious Hiftorical Pieces relating to Cromwell,
and a great Number of other remarkable Perfons (after the

Manner of Defiderata Curiofa, Vol. L and IL)" The other
*' New Memoirs of the Life and Poetical Works of Mr.
John Milton ; with, firll. An Examination of Milton's Style

;

and fecondly, Explanatory and Critical Notes on divers Paf-

fages in Milton and Shakefpeare, by the Editor. Thirdly,

Baptiftes ; a facred Dramatic Poem in Defence of Liberty, as

written in Latin by Mr* George Buchanan, tranilated into

Englifh by Mr. John Milton, and firft publiflied in 1641, by
Order of the Houfe of Commons. Fourthly, The Parallel,

or Archbiftiop Laud and Cardinal Wolfey compared, a Vifion,

by Milton. Fifthly, The Legend of Sir Nicholas Throck-
morton, Knt. Chief Butler of England, who died of Poifon,

Anno 1570, an Hiftorical Poem, by his Nephew Sir Thomas
Throckmorton, Knt. Sixth, Herod the Great, by the Editor.

Seventh, The Refurredion, a Poem, in Imitation of Milton,

by a Friend. And eighth, A Difcourfe on the Harmony of
the Spheres, by Milton ; with Prefaces, and Notes." Thefe
were the laft publications which he gave the world. When,
thefe appeared, he had in contemplation no lefs than nine dif-

ferent works [x] ; but whether he had not met with encourage-

[x] Ab the materials for the feveral ton, Efq; Author of the Antiquities of
volumes whole publication he meditated Lelcefteilhire, and his Brother Robert
may be ftill exifting, and fome of them Burton, B. D, Student of Chrift-church,

not unwoithy the public attention, the and ReiSor of Seagrave in Leicefterfliire,

following lift of them is given from an better known by the Name of Democritus
advertifement at the end of the Memoirs Jun." 8. " Monafticon Anglicanum,
of Cromwell. 1. " Defiderata Curiofa, VolumenQuartum, all from Originals never

vol. i;i." 1. *• The Annals of Stamford yet publiihed." [This is part of the work
continued,'" vol. iv. 3. " The Hiftory mentioned above as prelerved in the Britiih

and Antiquities of the Town and Soke of Mufeum.] 9. " New Memoirs of the

Grantham, in Liucolnfhire.'" 4 " Tiie Reftoration of King Charles the Second
Natural Hillory and Antiquities of Rut- (which may be confideredalfo as an Appen-
Jand." 5. " The Natural Hiftory and dixtofecretaryThurloe''sl-'apers)containing

Antiquities of Leicefterlhire." 6. "The the Copies of Two Hundred and Forty-fix

Life of Mr. Nicholas Ferrar, of Little Original Letters and Papers, all written

Gidding, in the County of Huntingduri, anni^ 165S, 1659, and 1660 (none of them
Gent, commonly called the Froteftant St. ever yet printed). The whole communi-
Nicholas, aiid the pious Mr. George Her- cated by William Cowpcr, Efq; Clerk of
bert's Spiritual Brother, done from original the Parliament."

MSS." 7. " The Lives of Wim»mBur-
VoL. X[L H mem
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ment for thofe which he had already produced, or whether he

,
was rendered incapable of executing them by reafon of his

declining health, is uncertain ; none of them, however, ever

were made public. He concluded a laborious, and it may be

affirmed, an ufeful life, wholly devoted to antiquarian purfuits,

Aug. 13, 1743, at the age of lixty-one years. I'here is a por-

trait of him prefixed to the fecond edition of his '' Defiderata

. Curiofa," infcribed, " Francis Peck, A. M. natus Stanfordize,

4 Mail, MDCXcn."
PECQUiiT (John), a learned phyfician, and a native of

Dieppe, a confiderable author of the feventeenth century ; has

rendered his name famous by his difcovery of the receptacle of

the chyle; with which, however, fome alledge that Bartholo-

masus Euftachius was acquainted before him. But the world is

obliged to Pecquet for fhewing, beyond all contradi6fion, that

. the lafleal veiiels convey the chyle to this receptacle; and for

proving, that it is thence carried, by particular veiiels, through

the thorax, almoft as high as the left flioulder, and there

. thrown into the left fubclavian vein, and fo diredtly carried to

the heart. In 1654, he publifhed his new difcoveries inana-

^tomy in 4to; and, in 1661, his book, " De Thoracis Ladleis,"

at Amfterdam. tie died at Paris, in Feb. 1674,

PEELE (George), M. A. [y]. This poet, who fiounfhed

in the reign of queen EliZvibetn, was a native of Devonfliire,

from whence being fent to Broadgate's Hall, he v/as fome time

afterwards made a ftudent of Chrili-church-coUege, Oxford,

about 1573, where, after going through all the feveral forn\s

of logic and philofophy, and taking all the neceflary fteps, he

.was admitted to his mailer of arts degree in 1579. After this

it appears that he removed to London, where he became the

city poet, and had the ordering of the pageants. He lived on

the Bank-fide ovcragainfl Black-friars, and maintained the effi-

mation in his poetical capacity which he had acquired at the

univerfity, which fecms to have been of no inconfiderable

rank. He was a good pafi:oral poet ; and Wood informs us,

that his plays were not only often a£led v»ith great applaufe in his

life-time, but did alfo endure reading, with due cominendation,

many years after his death. He fpeaks of him, however, as a

.more voluminous writer in that way than he appears to have

been, mentioning his dramatic pieces by the diifincfion of tra-

gedies and comedies, and has given us a Hit of thofe which he

fays he had feen; but in this he mufl: have made fome miffake,

as he has divided the feveral incidents in one of them, namely,
his " Edward I." in fuch manner as to make the " Life of

Llewellin," and the" Sinking of queen Eleanor," two de-

[v] Eiographia Draniatica,

tached
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tached and feparate pieces of themfelves; the error of which
will be feen in the peiufal of the whole title of this play. He,
inoreover, tells us, that the la(t-mentioned piece, together

with a ballad on the fame fubje61:, was, in his time, ufually

fold by the common ballad-mongers. The real titles of the

plays written by this author, of which five only are known
[zj, are, i. " The Arraignment of Paris, 1584,' 4to. 2.
'* Edward the Firft, i593>" 4to. 3. " King David and Fair

Bethfabe, 1599,"' 4to. 4. " The Turkifli Mahomet and Hyren
the Fair Greek." 5. " The Old Wives Tale," a comedy, 4to,

'595-
Wood and Winftanley, mifgmded by former catalogues,

have alfo attributed to him another tragedy, called, " Alphon-
fus, Emperor of Germany." But this, Langbaine afTures us,

was written by Chapman, he himfelf havirg the play in his

poifeflion, with that author's name to it. About 1593, Peele

feems to have been taken into the patronage of the earl of
Northumberland, to whom he dedicated in that year, " The
Honour of the Garter, a Poem gratulatorie, the Firftling,

confecrated . to his noble name." He was almofi: as famous
for his tricks and merry pranks as Scoggan, Skelton, or
Dick Tarleton ; and as there are books of theirs in print, fo

there is one of his called, " Merrie conceited Jells of George
Peele, Gent, fometime Student in Oxford ; wherein is fhewed
the courfe of his Life, how he lived, &c. 1627," 4to. Thefe
jells, as they are called, might with more propriety be term.ed

the tricks of a fliarper. Peele died before the year 1598.
Meres, in Ijis Wit's Trcafury, p. 285, fays, " As Anacreon
died by the pot, fo George. Peele by the pox." Oldys fays, he
left behind him a v/ife and a daughter. He. feems to have been
a perfon of a very irregular life ; and Mr. Steevens, with great

probability, fuppofes, that the chara6ler of George Pieboard, in

The Puritan, was deligncd as a reprefentative of Georpe Peele.

See a note on that comedy, as publilhed by Mr. Malone.
PEIRESC (Nicolas Claude Fabri), an ilkiftrious geniirs

who adorned France, was defcended from an ancient and noble
family, feated originally at Pifa in Italy, and born in 1580.
At ten years of age, he was fent to Avignon, where he fpcnt

five years in completing his cladical ftudies in the Jefuits col-

lege : he was removed to Aix in 1595, and entered upon the

Ifudy of philofophy. In the mean time, he attended the proper
maflcrs for dancing, riding, and handling arms ; in all which
he performed the lelTons regularly, but that was all: for this

being done only to pleafe an uncle, whofe heir he was to be',

lie never pradlifed by himfelf j efteeming all the time loft, that

[z] See the Supplement to Shakefpe^e, vol. i- p. Ijr, edit. 1780.

H 2 was
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was not cmp1o)'ed on literature. It was during this period,"

that his father being prefented with a medal of the emperor
Arcadius, which v/:>^ found at Belgenfer, Peirefc begged to

have it : and, charmed with decyphering the charadlers in

the exergue, and reading the emperor's name, in that tran-

fport of joy he carried the medal to his uncle ; who for his

encouragement gaVe him two more, together with fome books
upon that fubjccT:. This is the epoch of his application to

antiquities, for which he became afterwards fp famous. In

1596, he was fent to finilh his courfe of philofophy under the

Jefuits at Tournon. At the fame time taking a fancy to the

mathematics, he learned particularly cofmography^ as being a

neceifary in the ftudy of hiftory: yet he abated nothing of his

application to antiquity, in which he was much affiled by
Petrus Rogerus, one of the profelfors, and a fkilful mcdalliil:

nor did he omit the ftudy ot belles lettres in general, wherein

he was in a manner the mafter and inftrudor of a brother who
was with him. But, to do all this, he was obliged to fit up
late at nights: fo much labour and attention, as he was natu-

rally of a tender conftitution, increafed the weaknefs of his

Homach, formerly contraifted, and for which he had ufed a kind

of digeftive powder. Being recalled by his uncle in 1597, he
returned to Aix, and there entered upon the ftudy of the law ;

which he profecuted, however, fo as to find leifUre to vifit and
converfe frequently with A. R. Bagarr, a moft fkilful anti-

quary, who was afterwards made mafter of the jewels and
rarities to Henry IV.

The following year he went again to Avignon, to carry on
his courfe of law under a private mafter, whofe name was
Peter David ; who, being well fkilled likewife in antiquities^

"Was pleafed to fee Peirefc join this ftudy to that of the law^

But Ghibertus of Naples, auditor to cardinal Aquaviva, fed his

curiofity the mo(i, in ftiewing him forne rarities which never

had been {een before. Ghibertus alfo lent him Goltzius's
*' Treatife upon Coins," and advifed him to go into Italy;

cfpecially to Rome, where he would meet with curiofitics

.enough to fatisfy his moft ardent wiflics. Accordingly, his

iincle having procured a proper governor, he and his brother

fet out upon that tour, in Sept. 1 699 ; and pafting through

Florence, Bologna, and Ferrara, when he had ftayed a few
days at Venice, he fixed his refidence at Padua, in order to

complete his courfe of law. But once a quarter, going to

Venice, to get cafli for bills of exchange, he took thefe oppor-

tunities of making an acquaintance with the moft diftinguilhed

literati there, as Sarpi, Molinus, Sec. in order to obtain a fight

of every thing curious in that famous city. Among othersy

he was, particularly careffed by F. Contarin, procurator of

St.
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St. Mark, who poffcfTecI a curious cabinet of medals, and

other antiquities, without knowing the vahie of them ; this,

however, was fully fhewn to him by Peirefc, who likewife

explained the Greek infcriptions upon his medals, and the

monumental (lones. After a year's (lay at Padua, he fet out

for Rome, and arrived there in 06t, 1600, ii: order to be in

time for feeing the jubilee : to celebrate which, the Porta San(51a

would be opened in the beginning of the next year. He paired

fix months in that city, viewing the numbeilefs curiofities there ;

and after Earter, going to Naples with the fame defign, returned

to Padua about June the fame year. He now refumed his fludy of
the law ; andj at the fame time, applied himfclf to all fuch lan-

guages as might be of ufe in decyphering the infcriptions upon
medals, &c. Accordingly, he learned fo much of Hebrew,
Samaritan, Syriac, and Arabic, as was fufficient for interprt*t-

ing the infcriptions upon iliekels, &:c. in which he made uCe

of Rabbi Solomon, who was then at Padua: but he ftudied

the Greek languajje with more care and exaflnefs, as he did

alfo the mathematics ; for he was from this time much beloved

by Galilasoj with whom he brft became acquainted at the houfe
of Pinellus at Rome j and jvhom he greatly admired for the

engine he invented to drain off the water which then infefted

the city. At the fame time, he did not omit to carry his re-

fearches into aiironomy and natural philofophy ; and was pre-

fent, when Fabricius of Aquapendente, out of a parcel of eggs
jLipon which a hen was fitting, took one every day, to obferve

the gradual formation of the chick from firfl to laft. From
this time it was generally acknowledged, that he had taken the

helm of learning into his hand, and begun to guide the com-
monwealth of letters.

Having now fpent almoft three years in Italy, he began to

prepare for his departure; and, in the end of 1602, having
been once m.ore at Rome to take leave of his friends there,

he packed all the rarities, gems, &c. and, putting them into

the road to Marfeilles, left Padua: and eroding the Alps to

Geneva, went to Lyons ; where receiving money, he made a
handfome prefcnt to his governor, who took the route of Paris.

From Lyons he went to Montpellier, to improve himfelf in

the law under Julius Parius; and, arriving there in July, he
put himfelf and his brother to board with that profeffor. From
Montpellier he difpatched more rarities to his uncle, who fend-

ing for him home, he arrived at Aix in November: but, bring-
ing Pariiis along with him, he obtained leave to return to
Montpellier in a few days. He waited upon Parius back again,
under whom he continued purfuing his law-ftudies, till the end
of 1603; when he returned to Aix, at the earned requeft of
his uncle, who, having refigned to him his fenatorial dignity,

H 3 had,
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had, ever fincc the beginning of tiie year, laboured to get the

king's patent. The degree of dodlor of law was a necelTary

qualification for that digiiity. Peirefc, therefore, having kept
the ufual exercife, took that degree Jan. i8, 1604; on which
Qccafion he made a moft learned fpeech, upon the origin and
and antiquity of the dofloral ornaments. The folemnity was
hardly finifhed, when the patent aforefaid was to be prefented

to ihe fenate, left a year's time fliould be loll. It was therefore

given in, and ordered to be recorded: yet Peirefc procured

leave not to be prefently admitted, and entered into the lift of

fenators. The bent of his inclination was not fo much to

bufmefs, as to the more delightful Mufes ; to advance arts and
fciences,. and to aftift all the promoters of learning. For this

purpofe, he refolved to lead a fingle life; fo that when his

father had concluded a match for him with a refpe^lable lady,

he prevailed to be excufed.

In 1605, he accompanied G. Varius, firft prefidcnt of the

fenate at Aix, who was very fond of him, to Paris ; whence,
having yifited every thing curious, he croifed the water, in

company with the French king's ambaffador, in 1606, to Eng-
land. Here he was very gracioully received by king James ; and
having feen Oxford, and vifued Camden, iir Robert Cotton,

fir Henry Saville, and other learned men, he paffed over to

Holland ; and after vifiting the feveral tov/ns and univerlities,

wi'h the literati in each, he went through Antwerp to Brulfels,

and thence back to Paris, to fee the ceremony of the dauphin's

baptifm; which bding folemnized Aug. the 24th, he returned

home in Sept. 1606, being expelled for the ordering of the

family affairs.

Soon after this, he made a purchafe of the barony of Rians,

\yhich he completed in 1607 ; and in the fame year, at the

folicitation of his uncle, having approved himfelf before that

affembly, he was received a fenator on the ift of July. In

Jan. 1608, he loft his uncle; and, the following year, falling

himfelf into a dangerous fever, recovered by eating mufk-
melons before fupper, for which he had conceived a longing fa]„

In 1616, he attended Varius to Paris; where, in 161 S, he
procured a faithful copy, and publifhed a fecond edition of
*' The A£ls of the Monaftery of Maren in Switzerland." This
was in defence of the royal line of France againft Theodoric
Piefpordins, who had attempted to prove the title of the Auftrian

family to the French crown by right of fucceilion ; and, upon

[a] He was ordered by his phyfician from any otbAer meat as he lifted, yet to-

tQ eac them before his meals, without wards them, he prufeflc'd, he was not able

bread ; and to drink a glaG or pure wine to mafter himfelf. He experienced, that

upon them. He continued this method in the mu/k-melon feai'on he was never

all his life afterwards ; and grew fo fond troubled witji the grave.l..

of them, that, though he could abftciin

this.
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this, he was nominated the fame year, by Louis XIII. abbot

of Sanda Maria Aquiftricnfis. He ftayed in France till 1623,
when, upon a meiiage from his father, now grown old and

fickly, he left Paris, where he had fpent feven years and fome
months. He arrived at Aix in Odober; and not long after

prefented to the court a patent from the king, permitting him
to continue in the fundliou of his ancient dignity, and to ex-

ercife the office of a fecular or lay pcrfon, notwithftanding

that, being an abbot, he hud alTumed the perfon of a church-
man. The court of parliament, not aifenting to this, decreed

unanimoudy, that, being already admitted into the frfl

rank, he liiould abide perpetually therein ; not returning, as

the cuftom of the court was, to tiie inferior auditory, wherein
trials are ufually had of criminal cafes. He obtained alfo,

a refcript from the pope, to licenfe him to be prefent at

the judgement of capital caufes, as even in the higher au-
ditory fome feleft cafes of that nature were cuftomarily heard

:

but he never made ufe of this licence, always departing when
they came to vote, without voting himfelf. In 1625, he
b<iried his father, who had been long afflided v/ith the gout.

He was much grieved with the lofs of this indulgent parent,

who had never denied him any thing. In 1627, he prevailed

with the archbifliop of Aix, to eftabliih a poft thence to Lyons,
and fo to Paris and all Europe ; by which the correfpondence,

that he conftantly held with the literati every where, was much
facilitated. In 1629, he began to be much tormented with
the (Irangury and hnsmorrhoides ; and, in 1631, having completed
the marriage of his nephew Claudius with A4argart.t Alrefia, a

noble lady of the county of Avignon, he bellowed upon him
the barony of Rians, together with a grant oi his fenatorial

dignity, only refcrving the fun£lion to himfelf for three yearsv

But the parliament not waiting his furrendry of it, he refented

that affront fo heinoufly, that he procured, in 1635, letters-

patent from the king, to be reftored, and to cxercife the office

for five years longer, jvhich happened to be till his death: for

being feized in June, 1 637, with a fever that brought on a
ftoppage of urine, this put an end to his life on the 24th of
that month, in his. 57th year.

A very honourable funeral was provided for 'him by his

nephew Claudius, in the abfence of his brother, who was then
at Paris ; but who, returning Ihortly to Provence, haftened

to perform the funeral rites, and to be prefent at the ob-

fequies. He alfo procured a block of marble from Genoa,
froin which a monument v/as made and eredted to his memory,
with an epitaph, by Rigaltius. As he had been chofen in his

life-time a member of the academy of the Humorifti at Rome,
his ^.ulogium was pronounced by John James Bouchier, of that

H 4 learned
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learned fociety, in the prefence of cardinal Barberini, his

brother Antonius, cardinal Bentivoglio, and feveral other car-

dinals, and fiich a multitude of celebrated and learned men,
that the hall was fcarce able to contain them. Many copies of
verfes, in Italian, Latin, and Greek, were recited; which
were afterwards printed together, with a colleftion of funeral

elegies in forty languages, under the title of ** Pangloflia."

Peirefc was, in his perfon, of a middle fize, and of a ihin habit \

his forehead large, and his eyes grey; a little hawk-nofed, his

cheeks tempered with red; the hair of his head yellow, as

alfo his beard, which he ufed to wear long; his whole coun-

tenance bearing the marks of uncommon courtefy and affa-

bility. In his diet he affeited cleanlinefs, and in all things

about him; but nothing fuperfiuous or coftly. His clothes

were fuitable to his dignity; yet he never wore filk. In like

manner, the reft of his houfe was adorned according to his

condition, and very well furnillied; but he negle61ed his own
chamber. Inftead of tapcftry, there hung the pi(5tures of his

chief friends and of famous men, befides innumerable bundles

of commentaries, tranfcripts, notes, colleclions from books,

epiftles, and fuch like papers. His bed v/as exceeding plain,

and his table continually loaded and covered with papers, books,

letters, and other things; as alfo all the feats round about, and

the greatelt part of the floor. Thefe were fo many evidences

of the turn of his mind; in refpe£l: to which, the writer of

his eulogium compares him to the Roman Atticus; and Bayle,

confidering his univerfal correfpondence and general afliftance to

all the literati in Europe, made a fortunate hit, vv'hen he called

him " the attorney-general ot the literary republic." His works
were chiefly thefe : i. '' Hiftoria provincireGallix Narbonenfis."

2. " Nobilium ejufdem provincije familiarum Origines, et fe-

paratim Fabriciac." 3, '< Commentarii rerum omnium memo.-
ria dignarum fua aetate geflavum." 4. " Liber dq ludicris

naturas operibus." 5. " Mathematica & aftronomica varia."

6, ** Obfervationes mathematicas," 7. " Epiftolae ad-S. P.

Urbanum VIII. cardinales Barberinos, &c." 8. " Authorcs

antiqui Graeci et Latini de ponderibus et menfuris." 9. " Elo-

gia et epitaphia." lo. " Infcriptiones antiquae et novas.".

II. *' Genealogia domus Auitriacas," I2.' " Catalogus li-

brorum biblioth. reg." 13. " Poemata varia." 14. Nummi
Gallici, Saxonici, Britannici, (5cc." 15. " Linguas orientales,

Hebraea, Samaritana, Arabica, Egyptiaca, et Indices librorum

harum linguaruin." 16. Obfervationes in varios auftores." It is

remarkable, that, though Peirefc bought more books than any
man of his time, yet the colleclion which he left was not large.

The reafon was, that as fafl as he purchafed, he kept conti-

nually
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rually making prefents of them to learned men to whom he
knew they would be ufeful.

PELAGIUS (the Hcrefiarchj, was born in Great Britain in

the 4th century, and is faid to have been abbot of the monaf-
tery of Bangor. His real name is faid to be Morgan, which
fignifying in the Celtic languages y^-^-^irw, from Mor, fea, and
gan born, was tranllated into iUXxyios, \t\ Latin Pelagius.

However that be, it is certain he was a monk ; and, though
probably a layman, yet diftinguifhed among his brethren both

by piety and learning. But, in the profecution of his iludies,

falling into errors, he went to Rome, and began to teach his

dodlrincs in that city about 400. He pretended, that man is

able to work out his falvation by the natural force of free-will,

without the affiftance of grace ; that by thefe natural powers he
may even fo attain to a Itate of perfection, as not to be Fubjecl

either to palhon or fm ; that grace is given in proportion to

our meriting it; and, laitly, that there is no fuch thing as

original fin. Under the influence of thefe principles, his

morals were irreproachable. He therefore gained a great crowd
of followers ; and the herefy fpread fo much, that it became
neceiTary for him to quit Rome ; as he did in 409, going to

Sicily, and accompanied by Celeftius, his chief difciple and
tcllow-labourer, and, as is faid, his countryman. They con-
tinued in Sicily, till the report of a conference, held at Car-
thage between the Orthodox and the Donatiits, induced them to
go to Africa ; but Pelagius did not (lay long there ; and, after

his departure, Celeftius being accufed of talking againil origi-

nal fm by Paulinus, was condemned by a council held at Car-
thage in 412, under Aurelius, primate of Africa. Upon this,

he repaired to his friend Pelagius, who had retired to raleftine.

Here they were well received by John bifhop of Jerufalem,
the enemy of St. Jerom, and well looked on by the better fort of
people. Count Marcelilfius, being defirous to know in what
their do£lrine, which was much talked of, confilted, applied
to St. Augurtin, bilhop of Hippo, for information ; and Pela-
gius, fearing to engage with fo formidable an antagonift, wrote
the bifhop a letter full of protelfations of the purity of his

faith, accompanied with a profullon of compliments, to which
St. Auguflin replied in terms of general civility ^ and things

remained for a while in this flate. It was probably about 414,
that Pelagius refolved to undertake his treatife of the natural

flrength of man, in fupport of his do6lrine of free-will ; which
he exprefTed in fuch terms, as gave him room to fhelter himfelf
uxider the authority of St. Auftin and St. Jerome. But this

piece no fooner reached the weft, than the former refuted it

in Dialogues, whilil the latter heaped volmnes upon volumes
againft the new-born herefy ; the principal of which is his

famous
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famous* tra61, De natura et gratia. In the mean time, It fared

much better in Paleftine ; where a council being held at Diof-

polis in 415, coniifting of fourteen billiops, Pelagius appeared
before them, and explained his doftrine in fuch a manner, that

he was abfolved by them, in thefe words :
'* Since we are fatif-

fied with the declarations of the monk Pelagius, here prefent,

who acknowledges the holy dodrine, and condemns whatfoever
is' contrary to the faith of the church, we declare that he is in

the communion of the catholic church." Theodore of Mop-
fuefta was one of Pelagius's moll powerful friends in the ealt.

He was a man of profound erudition and great reputation ;

and though he wrote zealoufly againft all herefies, yet he fell

into that of Pelagius, as alfo of Neltorius.

On the other hand, the African bifhops held a council,

according to cuftom, in 416, at Carthage, at which Aurelius,

bifhop of that city, prefided ; where the letters of Heros and
Lazarus, two French bifliops, then in Paleftine, were read,

and likewife the acls of the council of Carthage, by which
Celeftius had been condemned about five years before. After

th'e reading of them, the bifliops of this council were of opinion,

that Pelagius and Celeftius ought to be anathematized, if they did

n-ot' very plainly anathematize their errors ; that, the fentcnce

againft them, being public, might reclaim thofe, at leaft, w horn

they had deceived. If they fliould prove incorrigible themfelves.

The council thought fit to communicate their judgement to the

pope Innocent I. in ord'er to join the authority of the fee of

Rome to their own. They accordingly wrote to him a fynod-

ical- eprftle, to which they annexed the letters of Heros and

Lazarus, and the adls of this laft council, Avhich contained

thofe of the year 412. In thefe letters, the bifhops, prompted
by St. Auftin, refute In a fummary way the chief errors Im-
puted to Pelagius, and conclude thus: " Though Pelagius and

Celeftius d'lfown this do£lrine, and the writings produced againft

them, without Its being poffible to convifl them of falfehood ;

neverthelefs, we muft anathematize in general whoever teach-

ethj that human nature is capable of avoiding fin, and of ful-

filling the commands of God ; as he fhews himfelf an enemy
to his grace, which' fo evidently appears by the prayers of the

^

faults." About the fame time a council was held at Milevum,
coinpofed of fixty-one bifhops j who, after the example of that

of Carthage, wrote to pope Innocent, defiring him to condemn
this herefy, which took away the benefit of prayer from adults,

and baptlfm from infants.- Befides thefe- two fynodical letters,

another was written by St. Auguftin, in the name of himfelf and
'

fftuf more biftiops ; wherein he explained the whole matter"-

rriore at large," and-d'efired the pope to order Pelagius to Rome,'
to examine him more rninutely, and"know what kind of grace*

•
'

it
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It was that he acknowledged ; or elfe to treat with h.im on that

fiibjedl by letters, to the endthat, if he acknowledged the grace

which the church teacheth, he might be abfolved without

difficulty.

Thefe letters were anfwered by Innocent in 417, wherein-

he joins his fuffrage with theirs, and anathematizes all who fay,

that the grace of God is not neceifary to good works ; and
judges them unworthy of the communion of the church, and
directs them to be cut off from it as rotten members. In
anfwer to the five African bilhops, who had written to him on
his being fufpefted of favouring Pelagianifm, he fays, *' He
can neither affirm nor deny, that there are Pelagians in Rome

;

bccaufe, if there are any, they take care to conceal themfelves,

and are not difcovered in fo great a multitude of people." He
adds, fpeaking of Pelagius, '* We cannot believe he has been
juflified, notwithllanding that fome laymen have brought to

us ads, by which he pretends to have been abfolved. But we
doubt the authenticity of thefe a61:s, becaufe they have not been

fent us by the council, and we have not received any letters

from thofe who'affifled at it. For if Pelagius could have relied

on his julfification, he would not hav? failed to have obliged

his judges to acquaint us witii it; and even in thefe a£ls he.

has not juftified himfelf clearly, but has only fought to evide

and perplex matters. We can neither approve nor blame this

dccilion. If Pelagius pretends he has nothing to fear, it is

not our bufmefs to fend for him, but rather his to make haftc"

to come and get himfelf abfolved. For if he {fill continues to"

entertain the fame fentiments, whatever letters he may receive,'

he will never venture to expo(e himfelf to our fentence. If he"

is to be fummoned, that ought rather to be done by thofe who
are neareft to him. We have perufed the book faid to be

written by him, which you fent us. We have found therein

many propofitions againil the grace of God, many blafphemies,

nothing that pleafed us, and hardly any thing but what dif-'

pleafed us, and ought to be rejefted by all the world."

Celeftius, upon his condemnation at Carthage in 412, had
indeed appealed to this pope ; but, inffead of purfuing his

appeal, he retired into Paleftine, Pelagius, however, who had

more cunning, did not defpair of bringing Rome over to his

interefl, by flattering the bilhop of that city. The moment he
learnt that things were likely to go againfl; him in the weft, he

drew up a confeffion of faith, and fent it to pope Innocent

with a letter, which is now loft. Innocent was dead; and
Zafimus had fucceeded him, when this apology of Pelagius was
hrought to Rome. . On the firft notice of this change, Celeftius,

who had been driven from Conflantinople, haftened to the

weft 4 in hones of fccurijig the new pope's favour, by making
him
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him his judge. He was not deceived : for Zofimus, taking

this opportunity of drawing to his fee appeals of canfes adjudgec|

clfewhere, readily admitted Celellius to jurtify himfelf at Rome,
He allembled his clergy in St. Clement's church, where Cele-

itius prefented him a confellion of faith ; in which, having

gone through all the articles of the Creed, from the Trinity to

the refurretlion of the dead, he faid, *' If any difpute has arifen

on quelUons that do not concern the faith, I have not pretended

to decide them, as the author of a new do6lrine ; but I offer to

your examination, what I have from the fource of the prophets,

and apolUes ; to the end, that if I have miftaken through igiu)-

rance, your judgement may correal and fet me right," On the

fubjeil of original fin, he continued, " We acknowledge that

children ought to be baptized for the remiflion of fins, agree-

ably to the rule of the univerfal church, and the authority of

the gofpel ; becaufe the Lord hath declared, that the kingdom
of heaven can be given to thofe only who have been baptized.

But we do not pretend thence to ertablifh the tranfmilfion of

fin from parents to their children : that opinion is widely dif-

ferent from the catholic do6lrines. For fin is not born with

man ; it is man who commits it after he is born : it does not

proceed from nature, but from will. We therefore acknow-
ledge the firft, in order not to admit of feveral baptifms ; and

take this precaution, that we may not derogate from the Crea-

tor." Celertius having confirmed by word of mouth, and feve-

jal repeated declarations, what was contained in this writing,

the pope afked him, whether he condemned all the errors that

had been publifhed under his name r Celeltius anfwered, that

he did condemn them in conformity with the fentencc of pope

Innocent, and promifed to condemn whatever Ihould be con-

demned by the holy fee. Hereupon Zofimus did not hefitate

to condemn Heros and Lazarus, who had taken upon them to

be the chief profecutors of the Pelagian do6lrine. He depofed

them from the epifcopal office, and excommunicated them

;

after which he wrote to Aurelius, and the other bifhops of

Africa, acquainting them with what he had done, and at the.

fame time fending them the a£ls of his fynod. He complained

of their having given credit too haftily to Heros and Lazarus's

letters. " We have found," fays he, " that their ordinations

were irregular^ and no accufation ought to have been received

from them againfl an abfent perfon, who being now prefent,

explains his faith, and challenges his accufers." He adds,

*' That if thefe accufers do not appear at Rome within two
months, to convict him of having otjier opinions than thofe

which he profefled, he ought to be deemed innocent to all

intents and purpofes."

SooQ
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!5oon after this, Zofimus received a letter from Prayliis, bifhop

t)f Jerufalem, fucceflbr to John, recommending to him Pelagius's

affair in affccElionate terms. This letter was accompanied by

another from Pelagius himfelf, together with the confeflion of
faith before mentioned. In this letter Pelagius faid, that his

enemies wanted to afperfe his chara6ler in two points : firlt>

that he refnfed to baptize infants, and promifed them the king-

dom of heaven, without the redemption ofJefus Chrift ; fecondly,

that he repofed fo much confidence in free-will, as to refufe the

afliftance of grace. He reje<5ted the firft of thefe errors, as

manifeftly contrary to the gofpel ; and upon the article of grace

he faid, ** We have our free-will either to fm or not to fin, and
in all good works it is ever aided by the divine alTiftance.—We
fay, that all men have free-will, as well Chrifiians as Jews and
Gentiles : all of them have it by nature, but it is afllfted by
grace in none but Chriftians. In others this blefiing of the

creation is naked and unaflifiied. They fhall be judged and con-
demned ; becaufe having free-will, by which they might arrive

at faith, and merit the grace of God, they make an ill ufe of
this liberty. The Chrifiians will be rewarded ; becaufe they,

by making a good ufe of their free-will, merit the grace of the

Lord, and obferve his commandments." His confeflion of faith

was like that of Celefiius. On baptifm he faid, ** We hold

one fingle baptifm, and we afi'ert that it ought to be adminif-
tered to children in the fame form of words as to adults."

Touching grace, he faid, *' We confefs a free-will: at the fame
time holding, that we ftand continually in need of God's aflift-

ance ; and that thofe are as well miftaken, who fay with the

Manichees, that man cannot avoid finning, as thofe who fav

with Jovinian, that man cannot fin." He concluded with thefe

Words :
** Such, bleffed pope, is the faith which we have learned

in the catholic church, the faith which we have always held,

and ftill continue in. If any thing contained therein (hall not
have been explained clearly enough, or not with fufficient cau-
tion, we defire that you would correal it

; you who hold the
the faith, and the fee of Peter. If you approve of my confef-

lion of faith, whoever pretends to attack it, will (hew either his

ignorance or his malice, or that he is not orthodox ; but he will

not prove me an heretic."

Thefe writings being read publicly at Rome, neither the pope,
nor any that were prefent, found them at all different from the
dodlrine of the church. They were filled with joy and admira-
tion : fcarce could they refrain from tears, fo deeply were they
concerned to find, that men, whofe faith was fo pure, had been
fo much fiandered. In their opinion, thefe writings fpoke of
nothings but the grace and affiftance of God. Heros and Laza-
rus, whofe characters had fuffered in other refpecls, appeared to

thero
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them two wrong-headed men, who aimed at nothing but dif-

turbing the church's peace. In tliis jun6lurc Zofimus wrote a
fecond letter to Aurelius, and to all the bilhops of Africa, more
formidable than the firfl. He there fignifies to them, that he is

fatisfied with Pelagius and CelelHus's confeflion of faith, and

perfuaded of their iuiterity. He triumphs on his difcovery of

their innocence, and exclaims againll Heros and Lazarus. This
letter coming to the hands of Aiuelius, the next year, 418, he
affembled fome bifliops, who at firli: were quite amazed at the

bifliop of Rome ; but, recovering from their furprife, firmly

maintained the judgement they had given, and which had been

confirmed by Innocent I. At the head of their decrees they put

a fecond letter to pope Zofimus, in which they addreiled him in

thefe terms: " VVe have ordained, that the fentcnce given by

the venerable bifliop Innocent fhall fubfifl, until they fliall con.-

•fefs without equivocation, that the grace of Jefus Chrifl does

aflift us, not only to know, but alfo to do juflice in every a6lion

;

infomuch, that without it we can neither think, fav,- or do anv
thing whatever, that belongs to true piety." They added,
*' That Celeilius's having faid in general termsy that he agreed

with Innocent's letters, was not fatisfaflory in regard to perfons

of inferior undcrflandings ; nut that he ought to anathematize

in clear terms all that was bad in iiis writings, leH many fhould

believe that the apoltolical fee had approved his errors, rather

than be perfuadoil that he had reformed them." The bifliop of

Africa likewife reminded pope Zofimus of his predecelTor's deci-

lion^ relating to the coimcil of Diofpolis ; fliewed him the arti-

fice made ufe of in the confellion of faith which Pelagius ha4

fent to Rome ; and refuted after their manner the cavils of the

heretics : and, as Zolimus had reprimanded them for having too

eaiily given credit to the accufcrs of Celeltius, they. jultified

themfelves at his expence ; by Ihcvv'ing, that he himfelf had been

too precipitate in this affair. Moreover, they declared plainly,

that this caufe arifiiig in Africa, and having been judged there,

Celeftius could have no right to appeal from thence, nor the

pope to take cognizance of it : to which they added a proteft, to

prevent Zofimus from attempting to pronounce any fentence by
default, in favour of Celedius and Pelagius.

Zofimus, either through a perfuafion that thefe heretics had
dealt infincerely with him, or finding it prudent to yield to the

ncceflity of the occafion, upon the receipt of this letter, ilfued

out a formal and authentic condemnation of the Pelagians,

founded on Celeilius's having abfented himfelf from Rome ; and
excommunicated the two heretics, leaving them however in the

clafs of penitents, in cafe they abjured their errors. All the

Roman clergy approved of this judgment. The pope applied

alfo to Honorius, requefting him to caufe all heretics to b^

drlvea
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driven out of Rome ; in compliance with which, the emperor
gave a refcript at Ravenna, April, 418, direded to the pretoriaa

prefect of Italy, who, in confequence, ifuied his ordinance

jointly with the pretorian prefecSl of the eart, and the prefed: of
Gaul, purporting, that all fuch as fliould be convi6ted of this

error fhoukl fuffer perpetual banifhmcnt, and that all their pofTef-

fions Ihould be confifcated. The pope, moreover, vigorouUy
profecuting his defign to extirpate the friends of Pelagius, caufed

all the bKhops to be depofed, who would not fubfcribe the con-
demnation of the new herefy, and drove them out of Italy by-

virtue of the laws of the empire. Atticus, bifhop of Conftanti-

nople, likewife rcjefted their deputies. They were driven from
Ephefus ; and Theodotus bifliop of Antioch condemned them,
and drove Pelagius thence, who was lately returned from Pale-

ftine, where he had taken refuge from the emperor's refcript.

We have no certain account of him after this ; but there is reafoa

to believe, that he returned to England, and fpread his dodrine
there; which induced the bifiiop of Gaul to fend thither St.

Germain of Auxerre, in order to refute it. However that be,

it is certain that Pelagian herefy, as it is called, fpread itfelf

both in the eaft and weft ; and took fo deep root, that it fublifts

to this day in different feds, who all go by the general name of
Pelagians.

This Herefiarch wrote feveral things, among which are, *' A
Treatife upon the Trinity ;" " A Commentary on St. Paul's

Epiftles," which was annexed to thofe of St. Jerom, and was
long thought to be written by him ;

" A Book of Eclogues, or

Spiritual Maxims ;" feveral letters, among which is one ad-
dre'iFed to a virgin, named Dem.etrias, which is printed in the

works of St. Jerom ; feveral pieces in his own defence ; and
a treatife *' De libero arbitrio." Cardinal Noris wrote the
** Hirtory of Pelagian! fm.

PELETIER (Claude de) one of the few who have been
able to unite attention to bufinefs, with the love and cultivation

of letters. He was born at Paris in 1630, and bred to the law,
but always in ftrid intimacy with Boileau, Bignon, Lamoignon,
and the other great men of his time. He wasfirft counfellor of
the Chatelet, then in the parliament, afterwards prefulent of the

fouith chamber of requclls, and next Prevot des Marchands.
To this place he was nominated in 1668, and fignalized his

fituation there by building a quay at Paris, which ftill retains his

name. Being much approved in this office, he was appointed
in 1683 to fucceed the famous Colbert in that of controller-

general of the finances. He held this place only fix years, after

which he refigned it, and in 1697 reti'-ed from court entirely, to
lead a life of meditation and devotion. He died in Augiift,

1711, at the age of 81. Though the life of Ptletier was fo
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much occupied by bufinefs, he either produced or was concerned
in feveral publications, i. Extracts and Colledlions from the

Fathers^ the eccleftaftical Writers, and from Scripture, made
with great Judgement in feveral volumes, i2mo. 2. Editions

of the ** Comes Theologiis," and " Comes Juridicus," of Peter

Pithou, who was his maternal great grandfather. 3. ** Comes
Senedutis," 4. and " Comes Ruflicus," both in i2mo, and
written in imitation of the former works of Pithou, confift

chiefly of the thoughts of various authors. 5. The beft Edition

of the Body of Canon Law, in Latin, with the Notes of Peier

and Francis Pithou, in two vols, folio. 6. An Edition of the

Obfervations of Peter Pithou on the Code and on the Novellas.

PELL (John), an eminent Englifh mathematician, defcended

from an ancient family in Lincolnfhire, was born at Southwyke
in Sullex, March i, 1610 [b] ; and educated in grammar learn^

ing at the free fchool, then newly founded, at Stenning in that

county. At thirteen, he was fent to Trinity college in Cam-
bridge, being then as good a fcholar as moft niafters of arts in

that univerllty, but, thoTigh he was eminently fkilled in the

Greek and Hebrew languages, he never offered himfelf a candi-

date at the eledion of fcholars or fellows of this college. His
perlbn was handfome, and the habit of his body ffrong ; and
therefore, fcarce ever ufuig recreations, he profecnted his ftudies

with the more application and intenfenefs. In 1629, he drew
up the " Defcription and Ufe of the Qi^iadrant, written for the

Life of a Friend, in two Books;" the original MS. of which is

itill extant among his papers in the Royal Society ; and the fame
year lie held a correfpondence with Mr. Henry Briggs on loga-

litlmis [c]. In 1630, he wrote " Modus fupputandi Epheme-
rides Altronomicas (quantum ad motum folis attinet) paradig-

mate ad an. 1 630 accommodato ;" and ** A Key to unlock the

Meaning of Johannes Trithemius, in his Difcourfe of Stegarro-

graphy ;" which Key, Pell the fame year imparted to Mr. Samuel

Hartlib and Mr. Jacob Homedas. The fame year, he took the

degree of.mafterof arts at Cambridge, and the year following

was incorporated in the univerfity of Oxford. June the 7th, he

wrote " A Letter to Mr. Edward Wingate on Logarithms
;"

und, OSi. 5, 1 63 1, " Coinmentationes in Cofmographiam
Alrtedii." July 3, 1632, he married Ithamaria [d ], fecond

daughter of Mr. Henry Reginolles of London, by whom he had

lour fons and four daughters, March 6, 1633-4, he finifhed his

** Aftronomical Hiftory of Obfervations of heavenly Motions

and Appearances;" and, April the loth, his *' Ectipticus Prog-

noitica ; or Foteknower of the Eclipfes ; teaching how, by Cal-«

EBJ
A'1~'S". Oxon. General Diftionary. vol. iv. p. 444.

c] There is exrr.nt a letter ot Mr. fn] her name is fometimes written

"Silggs's to hJn). Blrcb,''s Hift. of R. S. Athaiaar. lb. ib.d,

culation,
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cuiation, to foreknow and foretell all forts of Eclipfes of the

heavenly Lights." In 1634, he tranflated *' The everlaUing

Tables of heavenly Motions, grounded upon the Obfervations

of all 'riines, and agreeing with fhem all, by Philip Lanfberg,

of Ghent in Flanders;" and, June the 12th, the fame year, he

commirted to writing, " The Manner of deducing his Aflro-

iioiPiical Tables out of the. Tables and Axioms of Philip Lanf-
berg." March 9, 1634-5, he wrote " A Letter of Remarks on
Gellibrand's Mathematical Difcourfe on the Variation of the

Magnetic Needle;" and, the 3d of June following, another on
the fame fubjeft.

His eminence in mathematical knowledge was now fo greats

that he was thought worthy of a profelfor's chair in that fcience ;

and, upon the vacancy of one at Amfterdam in 1639, fir Wil-
liam Bofvvell, the Englifli refident with the States General, ufed

his intereft, that he might fuccecd in that profeflbrfhip [e] ;

which was not filled up till above four years after, 1643, v/hen
Pell was chofen to it. The year following he publifhed, in two
pages 4to, *' A Refutation of Longomontanus's Difcourfe, De
vera circuli menfura," printed at Amfterdam in 1644 [f], June
1646, he was invited by the prince of Orange to be profelTor

of philofophy and mathematics at Breda, in the college newly
founded there by his highnefs, with the offer of a falary of loco
guilders a year [g]. This he accepted ; and, upon his removal
to Breda, was eafed of the profeflbrlhip of philofophy, and dif-

charged only the duties of that of n-^athematics. His ** Idea
Maihefeos

f h]," which he had addrelled to Mr. Hartlib, who
in 1639 had fent it to Des Cartes and Merfenne, was printed

1650 at London, in i2mo, in Englifli, whh the title of *' An
Idea o? Mathematics," at the end of Mr. John Durie's Re-
formed Library-keeper. He left Breda, and returned to Eng-
land, in 1652; and, in 1654, was fent by the protecStor Crom-
well agent to the Protcllant cantons in Switzerland, his inflruc-

tions being dated March 30th of that year. His firfl fpeech in
Latin to the deputies of Zurich was on the 13th of June ; and
he co:itinued in that city during moft of his employment in
Switzerland, in which he had afterwards the title of refident.

Being recalled by the protedor, he took his leave of the cantons

[e] MS. note of Dr. Pell. glus, mathefeos in illuftri Amftelodamen-
[f] Mr. Pell's " Refutuion" was lium gymnafio profcflbr. Calendis lextili-

dated Aug. i, 1644, and concludes thus: bu3, anno 1644.
" Abunde igitur fufficit haec unka pagella fc] Letter of Mr. Pell to Sir Charles
tot chartis librilquc aiiquocies editis refu- CaVendifh, from Amfterdam, oth July,
tandis ; triumque horularum fpatio noftra 1646, N. S.

premens veftigia, port pauculas multiplica- [h] It is printed by Mr. Hooke, in his
tiones et divifiones, tot annorum incredi- " Philofophical Tranfadions," No. 5;
biles LongomoDtani labores prorfus periifle p. i:^j, and Ls the author's chef d'eeuvre.
videbit. Ita cenfeo Johunnes PtUius, An-

Vol. XIL I io
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ill a Latin fpcech at Zurich, the a3d of June r65§ ; btit retnrncd
to England fo fhort a time before the Protedlor's death, that he
had no opportunity of an atidience from him.

In his negotiations abroad, he did no ill fervice to the interefts

of Charles II. and the church of England ; and after the Refto-
ration, he entered into holy orders. He was ordained deacon
March 31, 1661, and prieit in June following, by Sanderfon,
bifhop of Lincoln ; and, on the i6th of that month, initituterf

to the re6Iory of Fobbing in Elfex,- gi-ven him by the king.
Dec. the 5th following, he brought into the upper houfe of
convocation the calendar reformed by him, aflifted by Sancroft,

afterwards abp. of Canterbury. In 1663, he was prcfented by
Sheldon, billiop of London, to the rcclory of Laingdon in ElTex ;

and, upon the promotion of that bi(hop to the fee of Canterbury
m the next month, became one of his grace's domeifie chaplains.

He was then doclor of divfnity, and expedl:ed, as Wood tells us,

to be made a dean ; but being not a perfon of adivity, as others

who mind not learning are, could never rife higher than a redtor.

'i he truth is, h.e was a helpkfs man as to worldly affairs; and
his tenants and relations dealt fo unkindly by him, that they

defrauded him of the profits of his reftory, and kept him fo

indigent, that he was in want of necelfaries, even ink and paper,

to his dying day. He was for fome time confined to the King's-
bench priibn for debt; but, in March 1682, was invited by
i^r. W hitler to live in the college of phyficians. Here he con-
tinued, till June follovv'ing ; when he was obliged, by his ill flate

oi health, to remove to the houfe of u grandchild of his in

St. Margaret's church-yard, Weltminller, He died at the houfe
of Mr. Cothorne, reader of the church of St. Giles's in the

Fields, Dec', the I2th, 16H5, and was interred by the charity of

Bufbv, mailer of Wellminlter fchool, and Sharp, re6lor of
St. Giles's, in the rccfor's vault under that church. He pub-

tifhed fome other things not yet mentioned, a liil of which is

inlerted below [rj.

Some

[i] Tfufc are, i. " An F.icrcitation

coiccrniiig Eaftcr," without his name,

1644, 4t(). 2. " A Table ot ten thou .

farjd ftjuarc numbers, namely, of all tiie

fqu.iie numbers betvvCL'n o and ico mil-

Tions, and of their fides or roots, which

are .ill the whole numbers be;ween o and

i©,ooo ; with an Appendix, concenyng

roi: endings or J.ft figurts of all fquare

r.umbevs, 1672," folio. 5. " An Inau-

gural Oration at his entering upon the

p j.'efRiiliip at Brcla." 4. He made great

alterations and additions to " Rhonius's

Aliii br.i," printed ac London, 1668, 4to.

under the title of '< Ar. Introdudtion to

Algebra ; tranflatcd out of the High Dutch
into Engliih by Thomas Branker, M. A.
much altered and augmented by D. P.

[Dr. Fell]. Alfo, A Table of odd num-
bers, Icfs than one hundred thoufanj,

fhewing thofe that are incompofite, and rc-

folving the reft into their factors or coeffi-

cients ; fuppulated by the fame Thomas
Branker." A copy of this book, with

many correftions and improvements of

,Dr. Pell, is amongft his papers in the

Royal Society. He demonftrated the tenth

book of Euclid ; which piece was in MS.
in the library of the lord Brercton in Che-

Ihirc : a;, likewifc Archimedcs's yajW^iTJ:;,

and



PELLEGRIN. 115

Some of his MSS. were left by him at Erereton In Chefliire,

uhere he rcfitied fome years, being the feat of William lord

Brereton, who had been his pupil at Breda : a great quantity of

others came after his death into the hands of Dr. Biiiby ; which

Mr. Hooke, having reported them to the Royal Society, Feb.

1686, was defired to life his endeavours to obtain for the Society.

But they continued buried under dud, and mixed with the papers

and pamphlets of Dr. Bulby, in four large boxes, till June,

1755; when Dr. Birch, fecretary to the Royal Society, pro-

cured them for that body, by means of the Rev. Mr. Widmore,
M. A. librarian ©f St. Peter's church, Weftmiuiter, from the

trullees of Dr. Bufby. The colle6iion contains not only Pell's

mathematical papers, letters to him, and copies of thofe troin

him, dec. but likevvife feveral MSS, of Mr. Walter Warner,
the philofopher and mathematician, who lived in the reigns of

James I. and Charles I.

PELLEGRIN (Simon Joseph), an abbe, and an author by

profeiTion, of fome celebrity at Paris, was born at Marfeilles in

1663, and became a religious of the oVder ot Servites. Being

tired of this mode of life, he took fome voyages as chaplain to

a velfei. On his return, he wrote a poem called *' An Epiltle to

the King on the glorious Succefs of his Arms," which gained

the prize in tlie French academy in 1704. With this Epiftle

Pellegrin had fent an Ode on the fame fubje6l, which proved

the only formidable rival to his Epiftle, and for fome time

divided the opinions of the academy. This fingular fuccefs

made his known at court. Madame Maintenon took notice of

him, and gjined him a brevet to be tranllated into the order of

Cluni. Pellegrin fubhited folely by the prizes he gained in

ffveral literary academies, and his other literary labours. He
even kept a kind of Ihop, where thofe who wanted occafional

verfes, as epigrams, fonnets, madrigals, &c., were fupplied at

certain prices, according to the number and goodnefs of the

lines. This trade growing Hack, he began to write for the thea-

tres, but here a new obitacle arofe. The cardinal de Noiilles

infilled that he fhould either ceafe to write for the ftage, or to

officiate at the mafs. He would fain have had a difpenfation on
this iubjecf, but, the cardinal being inexorable, he gave up the

raafs, as leaft profitable. He would, however, have felt the

latter, had not his friends procured him a falary, for writing the

account of the theatrical entertainments in the Mercure. Pelle-

and the greatcft purt of Diophantus''s f\x of " Apollonius," but laid it afidc in May,
bdoki of arithmetic ; of whicli author he 1645, at the defire of Golius, who was
was preparing, Aug. 1644, a new edition, engaged in an edition of that writer from
in which he would have corredled the an Arabic MS. given him at Aleppo eigh-

Oi-anflation, and maiie new illuftrations. teen years before. Letters of Mr. Pell to

He dcfigp.ed likewile to publiJh an edition SirCharlesCavendifli, in the Royal Society.

I 2 grin
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grin deferved to be in better circumftances, for a great part of
what he earned fo laborioufly was diftributed among his rela-

tions : and his difpofition was fingnlarly candid and modeft. He
was, at the fame time, negligent of his appearance, and had an
impediment in his fpeech, circumftances which confpired to

plunge him in that neglect he fo feverely experienced. He lived,

however, to the age of 82 ; and clofed this long life on the 5th

of September, 1745. Some fatirift made an epitaph for him,,

expreffing his diitrefs, between his theological and theatrical-

engagements.

Ci git le pauvre Pellegrin,.

Qui dans le double emploi de Poete et de Pretr«,.

Eprouva mille fois I'enibarras que fait naitre

La crainte de mourir de faim.

Le matin Catholique, et le foir idolatre,

II dinoit de I'autel, et fouport du theatre.

His works are very various; poems of all kinds, fpiritua! and-

general; verfions of the Pfalms and other parts of fcripture;

comedies, operas, &c. ; the general chara£ler of all which is,

that they are feldom excellent in their plans, and that the verfi-

fication is almofl invariably flat and tedious.

PELLEGRINO Tifaldi, called otherwife PELEGRINO
da Bologna, where he was born in 1522, was the fon of an
architect of Milan ; and had fuch a genius for the fciences, that

of himfelf he defigned feveral buildings at Rome and Bolognay

and became one of the beft maflers of his time in the arts of

painting and architecture,, both civil and military. He firft

(hewed his capacity at Rome, and acquired a reputation there

:

but whatever fuccefs his works had, the workman was very

unfortunate, either becaufe he did not know what price to fet

on his pieces, or becaufe he could never be contented. He was
fo chagrined at his ill fortune, that he would often bemoan it.

One day Gregory XHI. going out to take the air, and happen-

ing to leave the common road, heard a complaining voice^ whick
feemed to come from behind a bufli : he followed it by little and
little, till he faw a man lying on the ground under a hedge.

The pope came up, and finding it to be Pellegrino, afked him
** Why he complained fo ?" '' Yonr holinefs fees," fays Pelle-

grino, " a man in defpair: I love my profeflion ; I fpare no
pains to underiland it: I work with afliduity, and endeavour to

finifh my pieces fo much, that I am never fatisfied with what I

have done
;

yet all my pains is to no purpofe. I am fo little

rewarded for it, that 1 have fcarce wherewithal to live. Not
able therefore to bear this hard lot, I wandered hither with a

full refolution to ftarve myfelf, rather than endure fo great mifery

any longer," The pope chid him feverely ; and, having at

length
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length brought him to himfelf, promifed him his afliftance in

all things: and, the biifinefs of painting not turning to acc(junt,

advifed h.im to apply to architefture, in which he had already

ihewn his Ikill, giving him affurances he would employ him in

his buildings, Pellcgrino followed the advice, and became a
great architedl, a great engineer, and built feveral flately palaces,

which might have contented him, had he been more out of love

"with the world than he was. Returning into his own country,

cardinal Borromeo fent for him to Pavia, where he built the

palace de la Sapienza ; and was chofen by the citizens of Milan
to be fupcrintendant of the building they were about to add to

their cathedral church. From thence Philip II. invited him to

Spain, to diredl the painting and architecture of the Efcurial.

He painted a great deal there, and fo pleafed the king, that his

majefty gave him a purfe of a hundred thoufand crowns, and
'honoured him with the title of marquis. Pellegrino, loaded

with riches and honour, returned to Milan ; and died there

during the pontificate of Clement VIII. in 1592, at the age of
about 70.

PELLEGRINO of Modena, a celebrated Italian painter,

bred under Raphael, who worked, with other difcioles of that

inimitable mafter, in the paintings of the Vatican, and made
feveral pidlures of his own at Rome. After Raphael's death,

he returned to Modena, and followed his buhnefs with induftry

and fuccefs till his death ; which was occafioned by fome wounds
he received, in endeavouring to refcue his fon, who had com-
jnitted a murder in a public ftreet of that city. He was born in

151 1. There v/ere alfo two other painters of the name of Pel-

legrino or Pellegrini.

PELLERIN (Joseph), famous for his colle6lion of medals,

and his publications refpeiSting them, was for a long time com-
Iniffary-general, and chief clerk of the French marine. He
united the knowledge of a man of letters, with all the adivity of

a man of bufmefs ; but having, after 40 years of fervice, obtained

leave to retire, he thenceforth gave himfelf up entirely to the

fludy of antiquities. His cabinet of medals, which was pur-

chafed by the king in 1776, was the richeft ever formed by a
private individual : and learned men of all countries highly

refpedled the coUeftor of fo valuable a treafure. He died in

Auguft, 1782, at the furprifmg age of 99. He enriched the

fcience of medals by a valuable fet of works on that fubjedl,

forming altogether nine volumes in 4to, with many plates; thefe

were publilhed at different times from the year 1762 to 1770,
and contain judicious and learned explanations of the plates,

which are executed with great exadnefs and beauty. They
form, in a word, a vaft colledlion of medals, for thofe who can-
not afford to colledt the coins themfelves.

I 3 PELLE-



iiS PELLISSON.

PELI.ETIER (Jacques), a celebrated French phyfician,

'bnrn at Mans in 15 17, was eminent alfo as a fcholar, and

became principal of the colleges of Bayeux and Mans at Paris,

M'hcre he died in 1582. His writings have not retained all the

edimaiion which they poffeired in his time, but they are nume-
rons. I. Commentaries on Euclid, written in Latin, 8vo.

2. " De (limeiifione circuli,"' fol. Bafii. 1563. 3. " Difqui-

litiones Geomcirica'," Lugd. 1567, 8vo, with fome other works'

of this kind. 4. " Dialogue de I'Ortografe c prononciacion

Fran9oafe," 8vo, Lyon. 1555, in which, as may be feen by

the title, he propofcs to write words as they are pronounced : a

theoretical improvement, but attended with ton many difficulties

in pracSlicc to be adopted in any country. Mr. James Elphin-

llon has long been making fimilar attempts, witii limilar fiiccefs,

in England. 5. Two or three collections of very bad poetry.

6. A Delcription of Savoy. 7. A Tranflation of Horace's Art

of Poetry. 8. A French Art of Poetry written in Profe. He
publifhed alfo on his own profeffion, g. A fmall Treatife in

Latin, on the Plague. And 10. A Concordance of feveral

Pallngcs in Galen, with foine detached Treatifcs, in one vul.

4to, 1559.
PELLISSON-Fontamkr (Paul), a French academician,

and called by Bayle one of the fined geniufes of the 17th century,

was defcended from an ancient and diftinguiflied family, and

born at Beziers in 1624 [
k]. His mother, who was left a

widow very young, brought him up in her own religion, which

was the Proteftant j and fent him to Cadres to learn the belles

lettres of Morus, a learned Scotfman, who was principal of a

college of the Protcftants at that place, and father of the famous

Alexander Morus. At twelve years of age he was removed to

Montauban to Itudy philofojihy ; and thence to Touloufe, where

he applied himfelf to the law. He acquired a good knowledge

of the Latin, Greek, Spanifli, and Italian languages; taking

care all the while to cultivate his own ; and read the beft authors

in them all. His love for the belles lettres did not, however, as

it iifually does, make him neglcd his delUncd province, the

law ; which he ftudied fo diligently, as to publifh, when he was

not quite one-and-tweniy, "A Commentary upon the Liititutes

of Jullinian." It was printed in French at Paris, 1645, in

i2mo. Some little time after, he went to Paris; where the

celebrated Conrart, to whom he had been recommended by the

Proteilants of Cadres, introduced him to the gentlemen of the

academy, who alTembledat his houfe : but Pelliilbn foon returned

to Cadres, the refidence of his family, and applied himfelf to

the bufmefs of the bar. He had excited the admiration of all

. [kJ Niceron, torn. ii.

about
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aT^ont him, and was going on in a mofl: flouriniing way ; when
<he fmall-pox. fcizetl him, and disfigured his cuuiitcnanc^ ib

terribly, that his moil intimate friends could not know him.

This misfortune afflicted him fenilbly, and determined him to

return to Paris, to feck for confolation among tlie Mufes, and the

learned ; and at length he fettled there. He contracted a friend-

ihip with mademoifelle do Scudery, which grew to fuch an
height, that for many years, as it is faid, they did not fail either

to fee or write to each other every day. In 1562, he becaine

•fccrctary to the king ; and the fame year read his ** Hillory of

the French Academy, from its Eitablilhment in 16-55 to 1652,"
to tliat fociety. He read it, when it was only in manufcripi, at

tiicir requeit, in a full alfeinbly.: and they fome time after de-

creed, in honour of him, that the firft -vacant place in the aca-

demy Ihould be beftowed on him ; and that, in the n^ean time,

he fhould be empowered to come to al! their meetings, ai>d give

his vote as an academician ; with the following clauie, that the

like favour could not hereafter be indulged to any perfon,, upon
any confideration whatever. This work of Peliiilbn,, which has

always been reckoned a mafter-piece, was printed at Paris, 1653,
in 8vo.

Fouquet, fuperlntendant of the finances, who v.-ell knew his

merit and talents, made him his firft clerk and confident in 1657 ;

and PellilTon, though much to his injury, always preferved the

ilncerefl: attachment to him. Two years after, he was made
mailer of the accounts at Montpelier, and in liis journey to that

place palTed through Pezenas ; where he vifited the tomb of his

triend Sarrafm, and with many tears had a mafs faid over it.

He was fc'arce returned to Paris, when the difgracc of his patron
Fouquet involved him in much trouble; infomuch that, in 1661,
he was fent to the BalVde, and confined there above four years.

Though a very itrict watch was fet over him, he found means
to corrcfpond with his friends, and even with Fouquet himfelf,

from whom he alfo received letters. He ufed hisutxn-oil endea-
vours, and einployed a thoufand arts, to ferve this minjlter ;and
he compofed in his behalf three famous pleadings, which, Vol-
taire fays, '* refemble thofe of the Roman orator, the molt of

any thing in the French language. They are like many of
Cicero's orations: a mixture ot judicial and iiate affairs, treated

with an art void of oltentation, and with all the ornaments of
an affe6ting eloquence." In the mean time, the public was
fo convinced of his innocence, and lie Avas I'o elteemed in the

midlt of his misfortunes, tlxat Tanaquil Faber dedicated ' his

edition of Lucretius to him ; and the very day that leave was
given to fee him, the d^ke de Montaufier,.and oiher perfons
of the firft difiin^tion, went to vilit him in the Ballile. li^
was fet at liberty in 1666^ and, two years after, had the honour

I 4 ' t*
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to attend Louis XIV. in his firft expedition againfl the United

Provinces, of whicli he compofcd a fine account. '< His genius,"

fays Voltaire, ** enabled him to write Avell, but did not prevent

him from flattering his hero." In 1670, he abjured the Pro-

teftant religion ; for which, it is faid, he was prepared, during

his imprifonmcnt, by reading and remarking upon books of

controverfy. Voltaire fays, " he had the good fortune to be

convinced of his errors, and to change his religion at a time,

when that change opened his way to fortune and preferment."

He took the ecclefiadical habit, obtained feveral benefices, and

the place of mafter of the requefts. The king fettled on him a

penfion of 6000 livres ; and, towards 1677, entrufted him with

the revenues of fome abbeys, to be employed in converting the

Hugonots. He (hewed great zeal in this work ; and, in 1686,

the year after the revocation of the editil of Nantes, added the

ufe of his pen to other means. He publiOied, " Reflexions fuj?

les difFerens de la Religion ;" a new edition of which came out

in 1687, augmented with an " Anfvver to the Objeflions from

England and Holland," in the fame language. He employed
alfo his intervals of -leifure, for many years, in writing a large

controverfial volume upon the facrament ; but did not live to

finifh it. Much fubtilty of genius is feen in his writings upon
religious matters ; and that, fays Bayle, was all he could put

into it.

He died at Verfailles, Feb. the 7th, 1693 ; and created much
tonverfation among idle or bigoted people, by refufing to make
confeflion of his fins in his laft ilinefs. Mad. de Scudery, his

intimate friend, was grieved at the report, and defired the bifhop

of Meaux to inform her of the true flate of the affair ; who
wrote her word, and his letter was afterwards publiftied, that

Pellifibn had fent for a confeifor, but that a defluxion choked
him ere he could arrive. So faid the Catholics : the Proteft^nts

pretended, that he died fecrctly in their religion \ and his ene-

mies gave out, that he had no religion at all, but was only a

time-ferver, who thought the religion of his prince, and that

which was mofl; fubfervient to his ambition, always the beft.

His works have been pub! ilhed together, fince his death: there

is among them a " Preface," written for the " Works of

Sarrafin," which is reckoned a mafter-piece in its way. " He
was," fays Voltaire, " an indifferent poet, but a man of great

eloquence and learning.

PEMBROKE (Thomas), a good Englifh painter, the difci-

ple of Larroon, whofe manner he imitated; he performed well

both in portraits and hiftory. He painted feveral pictures for

the earl of Bath, in conjunction with a Mr. Woodfield, a

difciple of Fuller, Pembroke died in London, in his 28th year,

about 1730 \

PENINC
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PENINGTON (Isaac), a writer of confiderahle eftimatioa

among the people called Q^iakers. His father was an alderman

of London, and held the mayoralty in two fucceflive years,

1642 and 1643, the former year in the room of Gurney, dif-

placed by the parliament. At the reftoration, he in his turn was
difplaced, profecuted, and died in the Tower. Ifaac the Con

was born about 1617, and in his education had the advantages

which the fchools and univerfitiesof his country could give^ and
from his father's ftation, a reafonable profpedt of rifing in the

world. He neverthelefs chofe a life devoted to religion and
retirement ; and, as he has himfclf faid, received impreffions of
piety from his childhood. He appears to have pafTed much of
the early part of his life in a ftate of fpiritual affli6tion, in per-

ceiving in himfelf, and in the world at large, a want of that

vital religion, and communion w'ith the divine nature, which he
believed the holy men of ancient time to have polTefTed. What-
ever he read in the fcripture, as opened to his underftanding, he
determined fully to practice, and was contented to bear the

reproach, oppofition, and fufFering which it occafioned. It

appears alfo, that he met with oppolition from his relations, and
among the reft from his father; but he declares, that his heart

was preferved in love to them amidft all he fuffered from them.
On his firfl hearing of the Qi_iakers, he thought them a poor
W'eak and contemptible people, although, while his judgment
feemed to reje6l them, the conferences which he occafionally

had with them feemed to increafe his fecret attachment. At
length, in 1658, he became fully fatisfied refpe6l:ing them,
partly through the preaching of George Fox ; and became
himfelf an unfhaken and conftant alTerter of their peculiar tenets,

as a minifter and author.

He married about 1648 Mary Springett, a widow, whofe
daughter, by her former hufband, became the wife of William
Penn, He refided on, his own eftate, called the Grange, at

Chalfont, in Buckinghamlhire. It does not appear that he tra-

velled much as a miniiter ; for of fix imiprifonments which he
fuffered, during the reign of Charles II. five were in his own
county.

The firfl: was in i66r, when the nation was alarmed on .

account of the fifth monarchy men, which occafioned much dif-

turbance to the meetings of DilTenters. He was taken from a
meeting in his own family, and committed to Aylefbury goal,

where, although a weakly man, he was kept for feventeen weeks
(great part of which was in winter) in a cold room without a
fire-place, by which means he became unable to turn himfelf

in bed.

In 1664 he was again taken out of a meeting, and remained
a fecond time prifoner in the fame goal for nearly the fame

time.
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time. In 1665 he was taken up at Amerfliani as he was attend-

ing tlie corpfe of a friend to the burial ground of the Qijakcis.

The concourfe of tliat people who walked after it in the llreet,

fcems to i-ave been conitrued into a conventicle, for he was com-
mitted to Aykfbury goal for one month only, on the Conven-
ticle A61, in order to baniOurent. It is remarkable that the

jultice, becaufe it was not then convenient to fend him from
Amerfham to Aylefl>Mry, difmifled him on his word to come again

the next day but one, when he accordingly came, and was com-
niitted : as did on the fame occafion feveral other Qj^iakers.

The Lxxne year he was arrefled in his houfe by a foldier without

a warrant, arui carried before a deputy-licntenant, by whom he

was again fent to his old quarters at Aylcfbury; and, though llie

peliilence was fufpe£led to be in the goal, and no crime was laid

to his charge, he was kept there till a perfon died of it. After

about nine months confinement he was difcharged ; but wlicn

he had been at home about three weeks, a party of foldierscamc

and feized him in bed, carrying him again to prifon at Aylcfbury,

The cold, damp, and unhealtliinefs of the room, again gave him
a fit of illnefs which lafted fome months. At length he was
brought by Habeas Corpus to the bar of the King's-bcnch, and
(with the wonder of the court that a man lliould be fo long

imprifon-ed for nothing) he was difcharged in 1668. During
one of thefe imprifonments his eftate was feized, and his wife

and family turned out of his houfe.

In 1670 he was imprifoned a fixth time. He was vifiting

fome of his friends, confined at that time in Reading goal ; on
ivhich he was taken before a ju(lice and confined there himfelf.

EUwood relates, that during this confinement, which laltcd a

year and nine months, he incuri'ed a premunire, as did many of

the Qi^iakers. For being from time to time exainined at the

aihzes, it was common to tender them the oath of allegiance,

which they refufing, from their fcruple to fwear at all, they

became criminals in the view of the law when they went out of

court, however innocent thev might have been on their coming
in. It fcems probable, that the political principles ot the father,

had fome fliare in occafioning the fufferings of the fon ; who
from his writings appears to have been more than ordinarily

endued with the talent of a meek and quiet fpirit. He died at

Goodnelfone-court, Suiiex, in 1679, being about 63 years of

age. Ellvvood fays, that his difpofition was courteous and affa-

ble ; his ordinary difcourfe chcarful and pleafant, neither morofe

nor light, but innocently fvvcet, and tempered with fuch a

ferious graviiy, as rendered his converfation both delightful

and profitable. His numerous writings were collected into

one volume folio, and publiflied 16H1 ; afterwards reprii^ted

in two volumes, quarto^ and next in four, 8vo. Some felect

pieces
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pieces have alfo been reprinted, and lately, fome of his let-

it-rs, iti 8vp, 1796; many of them are dated from Aylefbury.

^riity breathe a fpirit of genuine phihintliropy, but being deeply

tinflurcd with myilicifm, have been more fought for by fuch as

are fond of that fpecies of writing, than by otiier readers ; and

more t!ian any otlier publications writtei', by Qiiakers.

PENN (William), afterwards iir William Penn, knighr,

admiral of England, and one of the commanders at the taking

of Jamaica, was born at Briftol in 1621, of an ancient family ;

addidcd from his youth to maritime affairs; made c.iptain at the

age of twenty-one -,
rear-admiral of Irelanxl at twenty-three;

vice-admiral of Ireland at twenty-five; admiral to the Straits at

twenty-nine; vice-admiral of England at thirty-one; and ge-

neral in the firil Dutch war at thirty-two. Whence returning

in 1655, he was elecled into parliament for the town of Wey-
mouth ; in 1660, commiiiioner of the admiralty and navy, go-

vernor of the fort and town of Kinfale, vice-admiral of Mun-
iler, and a member of that provincial council; in 1664, chief

commander under the duke of York, in that lignal and (uccefsful

fight with the Dutch fleet. He then took leave of the fea, but

ff ill continued his other employments till 1669; when through

bodily infirmities he withdrew to Wanftead in Eflex, and there

died in 1670. In Thurloe's State-papers [l], there are minutes

of his proceedings in America, not mentioned on his monu-
ment, which he delivered to Oliver Cromwell's council in Sept.

1655. He arrived at Portfmouth in Auguft, and thence wrote

to Cromwell, who returned him no anfwer: and, upon his firfl:

appearing before the council, he was committed to the Tower,
for leaving his command without leave, to the hazard of the

army; but foon after difcharged.

PENN (William), the'fon of fir William, and the fub-

]eS. of the prefent article, was born in the parifli of St. Ca-
therine, near the Tower of London, in 1644. It is remark-

able, that of the life of fo eminent a man, there ihould be no
complete hillory, from which to extradl a more compendious

account. From the Oxford hiftorian Wood, from the imper-

fe61: prefatory narrative prefixed to his works, from fome paf-

fages in the works themfelves, and from circumftances related

by contemporary authors, we muft feledl and arrange the inci-

dents of the -life of Penn, while his works themfelves defcribe

him in the characfer of a religious author ; and the hiftory of

Pennfylvania, as a politician and a legillator. He was put to

fchool, according to Wood[M], at Chigwell in ElTex, after-

wards to a private fchool on Tower-hill, and had alfo the ad-

vantage of a domeftic tutor. Penn relates, in a conference he

[l] Vel. iv. p. 28. [mJ Achen. vol, ii.

had
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bad with fomc religious perfons on the continent, that " the

Lord," as he expreffes it, *' firfl: appeared to him about the tweltth

year of his age; and that, between that and the fifteenth, the

Lord vifited him, and gave him divine impretHons of himfelf."

Wood informs us, <hat during the time of Penn's refidence at

this fchool at Chigwell, " being retired in a chamber alone,

he was fo fuddenly furprifed with an inward comfort, and (as

he thought] an external glory in the room, that he has many
times faid how from that time he had the feal of divinity and
immortality ; that there was a God, and that the foul of man
was capable of enjoying his divine communications." It ap-

pears, that before this time, he had been imprelT'ed by the

preaching of one Thomas Loe, a Quaker, but no particulars of

the circumltanc€ are known ; it is however incidentally men-
tioned, that it was by the fame perfon that 'he was afterwards

confirmed in his delign ot uniting himfelf with that fe£t.

In 1660, he was entered a gentleman-commoner at Chrifl-

church, Oxford ; where, although he is faid to have taken

great delight, at the times of recreation, in manly fports, he^

with fome other ftudents, withdrew from the national forms of
vvorfhlp, and held private meetings, where they both preached

and prayed among themfelves. This gave great offence to the

heads of the college, and Penn, at the age of fixteen, was
fined for nonconformity ; but having then a degree of that

•inflexibility, where he thought himfelf right, which he fhewed
on fubfequent occafions, he perfifted in his religious exercifes,

and the following year was expelled from the college.

On his return home his lot was not more eafy. His father,

obferving his delight to be in the company of fober and reli-

!gious people, fuch as in the gay and licentious reign of Charles

l\. was more likely to prevent, than to promote, his rifing in

the world, endeavoured by feverity to divert him from his pur-

pofe. Penn, as he relates himfelf, was whipped, beaten, and

finally turned out of doors, in 1662. The father, however,

cither relenting, or hoping to gain his point by other means,

fent his fon to Paris, in company with fome perfons of qua-

lity who were travelling that way. In France he continued

fome time, and returned fo well fkilled in the language, and

in the embellifhments of a polite behaviour, that he was joy-

fully received by his father. During his refidence in Paris, he

was affaulted in the ftreet one evening by a perfon with a drawn
fword, on account of a fuppofed affront; but,' among other

accompli (hments of a gay man, he had become fo good a

fwordfir;;ui as to dif;irm his antagonift. In one of his writings

.'he very rationally condemns this barbarous pradbice, refledling

how fmall a proportion the omi/Iion of a piece of refpedl bears

to
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to the lofs of life; which in this cafe might have been confe-

qucnt upon the rencounter.

After his return from France, he was admitted of Lincohi's-

Inn, with the view of ftudying the law, and continued there

till the memorable year 1665, when the plague raged in Londoft.

In 1666, his father committed to him the care of a coiifiderablc

eltate in Ireland, which occafioncd him for a time to refide

in that kingdom. At Cork, he was informed by one of the

people called Qiiakers, that Thomas Loe, whofe preaching

had atfedled him fo early in life, was fhortly to be at a meeting
in that city, 'j'o this meeting he went. It is faid that Loe^
who preached in the meeting, began his declaration with thefe

w^ords :
" There is a faith that overcomes the world; and there

IS a faith that is overcome by the world," The manner in

which Loe enlarged upon this exordium is not known ; but the

efFedl was the convidion of young Penn, who afterwards con-
ifantly attended the meetings of the Qiiakers, though in a time
of hot perfecution. The year after hfs arrival in Ireland, he
was, with many others, taken from a meeting at Cork, and
carried before the mayor, by whom he was committed to

prifon, but was foon releafed, on application to the earl of
Orrery. This was his firft imprifonment, at which time he
was about twenty-three years of age ; and it tended to flrengthen

the ties of his union with a people whom he believed to fufFer

innocently. His father, underltanding his attachment to the
Quakers, remanded him home, and though there was yet no
great alteration in his drefs, yet his ferious deportment evincing
the religious ftate of his mind, confirmed the fears of his father,

and gave occafion to a fpecies of confii6l between them not
eafily defcribed. The father felt great afPe^fion for an accom-
plifhed and dutiful fon, and ardently delTred the promotion of
his temporal interefls, which he feared would be obftruited by
the Vv'ay of life he had embraced. The fon was fenfible of the
duty he owed to his parent, and afHifted in believing that he
could not obey him but at the rifk of his eternal welfare.

At length the father would have compounded with the fon, and
fuffered him to retain the fimplicity of his manners to all others,,

if he would confent to be uncovered before the king, the duke,

(afterwards James II.), and himielf. Penn defired time to

confider of this requifition ; and, having employed it in fading
and fupplication, in order, as he conceived, to know the divine

will, he humbly fignified to his father that he could not comply
with it. After this, the father being utterly difappointed in
his expeilations, could no longer endure the light of his fon,

and a fecond time drove him from his family. In this feclu-

lion he comforted himfelf with the promife of Chrift, to thofe

who leave houTe, or parents for his fake. His fupport out-r

»vardly, was the charity of his friends,, and fome fupplies pri-

vately:
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vately fcnt him by his mother; but, by degrees, his' father,

becoming convinced ot his integrity by his perftverance, per-

mitted him to return to the family ; and, though he did not give

him open countenance, he privately ufed his intcrell to get him
relealed, when imprifoned for his altendap.ce at the Qiiakers'

meetings.

In the year 1668, he firfl appeared both a" a minifter and an

author among the Qiiakers. We Ihall not pretend to give the

titles of all his numerous tradfs. His tiril piece has this title:

*' Truth exalted, in a lliort but fure telHmonv agaiidl all thofe

religions, faiths, and worlhips, that iiave been tormed and

followed in the darknefs of apoftacy ; and tor i.hat glorious

light which is now rifen and Ihines forth in the life and doc-

trine of the defpifed Qiiakers, as the alone good old way of

life and falvation
;
prefented to princes, prielts, and people,

that they may repent, believe, and obey. By William Penn;
whom Divine love conftrains, in an holy contempt, to trample

on Egypt's glory, not tearing the king's wrath, having beheld

Uie majeily of him who is invihble." The fame year, on

occalion ot a dilpute with a name Thomas Vincent, a Prefby-

tcrian, Penn wrote his " Sandy foundation fhaken ;" which,

from what authority is not now known, as no legal proceed-

ings are Hated to have taken place, occafioncd him to be im-
prifoned a fecond time. This imprifonment was in the "J'ower

of London, where he remained about feven months; and from
which he obtained his releaie alio, by another book entitled,

*' Innocency with her open face," in which he vindicated

liimfelf from the charges which had been cafl on him for the

former treatife. In the Tower alfo, he wrote his famous ** No
Crofs, no Crown," or rather, probably, the tiril edition of it,

of which the title was different. It may be etleemed his matter-

piece, and contains a itrong picture of Chriltian morality. The
tomplete title is, '' No Crois, no Crown. A Difcotirfe,

lhev\ ing the nature and difcipliue of the holy Crofs of Chrill :

and that the denying of Self, and dally bearing of ChrilVs Crofs>

is the alone way to the Rett and Kingdom of God. To which
are added, the living and dying telfimonies of many perfons of

fame and learning, both of ancient and modern tinies, rn fa-

vour of this treatife." It has gone through feveral editions,

and has been lately tranflated into French. Atter his releafe,

he agaiji vilited Ireland, where his time was employed, not"

only in his fathers bjil/nefs, but in his ov/n funcfion as a mi-
uiiter among tiie Quakers, and in applications to the govern-

ment for their relief from futfering; in which application he
fiicceeded fo well, as to obtain, in 1670, an order of council

for their general releafe from.prifon. The fame year, he re*-

turned to London, and experienced that futfering from which
hi-s
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?!is influence had rercued his friends in Ireland. The Con-
Vc-nticle-acl came out this year, by which the meetings of Dif-
fentcrs were forbidden under fevere penalties. The Qi^iakers,

however, believing it their religious duty, continued to meet
as ufiial; and when fometimes forcibly kept out of their meet-
ing-houfes, they allembled as near to them as they could in the
flreet. At one of thefe open and public meetings, Penn
preached, for which he was committed to Newgate, his third

imprifonnicnt ; and at the next felhon at the Old Bailey, to-

gether with William Mead, w^as indi6led for " being prefent
at, and preaching to an luilaw^ful, feditious, and riotous alfera-

biy." He pleaded his own caufe, inade a long and gallant

defence, though menaced and ill-treated by the recorder, and
was finally acquitted by the jury. He was, neverihelefs, de-
tained in Newgate, and the jury fiired. The trial was foon
after publilhed, under the title of, " The People's ancient and
jidl liberties afl'erted, in the Trial of William Penn and Wil-
liam Mead, at the Sellions held at the Old Bailey in London,
the irt, 3d, 4th, and 5th of September, 16^0, againft the moft
arbitrary procedure of that Court." This trial is inferted in
his works, and at once affords a proof of his legal knowledge
and firmnefs, and of the oppreffion of the times. The pre-
tence for the detention of Penn in Newgate, was for his fines,

which were impofed on him for what was called contempt of
court. How he came at length to be liberated does not appear;
not probably by the payment of the fines, for that the Q^iakers
generally refufed, deeming it an acknowledgement of guilt;
but, poliibly, by the mediation of his father. If fo, it was the
lalf time that he had occafion to exercife his paternal kindnefs,

which now feems to have returned, and flowed abundantly; for

he died this year, fully reconciled to his fon, and left him in
poffeflion of a plentiful e(tate ; it is faid about 1500I. per annum.
Penn, in his " No Crofs, no Crown (p. 473, edit. xiii. 1789),
has collefted fome of his father's dying expreflions, among
which we find this remarkable one, in the mouth of a man
who had fo much oppofed the religious condu6l of his fon.
" Son William, let nothing in this world tempt you to wrong
your confcience: I charge you do nothing againft your con-
f ience. So will you keep peace at home, which will be a
tealt to you in a day of trouble."

Near this time he held a public difpute at W^ycombe in

Buckinghamihire, with a Baptill teacher, concernjjig the uni-
verfality of the divine light. He alfo Avrote a letter to the

vice-chancellor of Oxford, on account of the abufe which his

friends fnffered there from the junior fcholars. And durin^
his refidrnce this winter at Penn in Buckinghamihire, h^*

publilhed his *' Seafonable Caveat againll Popery," though it

was
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was the religion of the queen, and of the heir apparent. This is

mentioned to fhew the unreafonablenefs of the clamour that

was afterwards raifed againfl him, that he favoured Popery :

an afperfion to which Burnet gave fome ear; but which Til-

lotfon reirailed. Near the clofe of the year, he was led to his

fourth imprifonment. A ferjeant and foldiers waited at a ineet-

ing until he flood up and preached ; then the ferjeant arrclted

him, and he was led before the lieutenant of the Tower, by
whom, on the a61; for retraining nonconformiils from inha-

biting in corporations, he was again committed, for fix months,

to Newgate. During his confinement, he wrote feveral trea-

tifes; and alfo addreffed the parliament, which was then about

to take meafures for enforcing the Conventicle-aft with greater

feverity. Shortly after the releafe of William Penn from this

imprifonment, he travelled in the exercife of his miniflry in

Holland and Germany. Few particulars of this journey are

preferved ; but it is alluded to in the account of a fubfequent

one, which he publifhed.

In i6y2, he married Gulielma Maria Springctt, whofe father

having been killed at the* fiege of Bamber, in the civil wars,

and her mother having married Ifaac Pennington of Chalfont,

Bucks, in his family, (which was a place of general refort for

Quakers in that county) Gulielma had her education, and,

probably, became acquainted with Penn. After his marriage

he refided at Rickmanfworth in Hertfordfhire. The fame year

he wrote feveral controverfial pieces ; and among the reft, one
againft Muggleton. In this employment, about this time, he

feems to have fpent much of his leifure. In 1674, he ven-

tured to write to the king, complaining of the feverity of fome
juftices, and others, to the Qiiakers; and fome time after he

prefented to the king, and to both houfes of parliament, a book
entitled, ** The continued Cry of the oppreifed for Juftice

;

giving an account of the cruel and unjuif proceedings againfl

the perfons and eflates of inany of the people called Qiiakers."

The following year he held a public difpute near Rickmanf-
worth, with the famous Richard Baxter.

In 1677, in company with George Fox, and Robert Barclay,

he again fet fail on a religious vilit to the Continent. He tra-

velled by Rotterdam, Leyden, and Haerlein, to Amfterdam,
at which place hearing of a perfecution of the Qiiakers at

Dantzick, he wrote to the king of Poland, an expoftulatory

letter on their belialf. He then, after fome further flay at

Amilerdam, proceeded by Ofnabrugto Herwerden, or Herford,

the refidence of the princefs Elizabeth, daughter of the king

of Bohemia, and grand-daughter of James I.

It may not be amifs to mention, that the manner in which
the minifters of the people called Quakers travel in the bufinefs

of
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ti' iheir minlftry, is (imply this: Having a view of the country

in which they believe themfelves divinely required to minifter,

they proceed from place to place, according as their minds feel

difpofed, by the touches of the fame influence which they con-

ceived to have drawn them from their habitations. Their em-
ployment is vifuing the meetings, and often the families of their^

friends; and fometiipcs appointing more public meetings for

the information of perfons of other focieties, whom alfo they

vifit, as their duty or inclination leads them. This feems to

have been the cafe with Penn and his companions, whofe prin-

cipal bufmefs at Herford, was in vifiting the princefs and her

family. She received them with great readinefs, and they re-

mained four days at her town, in which time they had many
religious opportunities, both for worlliip and conference, with

her, and in her houfe, one of which was open to the inha-

bitants of the town. On leaving Herford he took a circuit in

Germany, by CalTel, Frankfort, Chrillieim, Manheim, Mentz,
Cologne (called by himfelf Cullen), Mulheim, Wefel, Cleve,

and Nimeguen ; and returned to Amfterdam in lefs than a.

month after he had left it. After (laying about three days, he,again

left it, and went by Horn, Worcum, Harlingen, Leenwarden,
Lippenhus, Groningen, Embden, and Bremen, to his hofpitable

friend the princefs Elizabeth at Herford ; whence, after another

(lay of about four days, a fecond circuit by Wefel, DulTeldorp,

Cologne, &c. brought him to Amlterdamj and from Holland
he returned home by Harwich and London, to his wife and
family at Werminghurft in Sulfex. He concludes the narrative

of his journey in thefe words: " I had that evening (viz. of his

return) a fvveet meeting among them, in which God's bleifed

power made us truly glad together: and I can fay, truly BlelTed

are they who can chearfully give up to ferve the Lord. Great
ftiall be the increafe and growth of th.eir treafure, which (hall

never end. To Him that was, and is, and is to come; the

eternal, holy, bleifed, righteous, powerful, and faithful One;
be glory, honour, and praife, dominion, and a kingdom, for

ever and ever. Amen." Many remarkable circumdances occur

in his account of the journey, particularly the religious fenfi-

bility, and contrition of mind evinced by the princefs, and by
her friend and companion, Anna Maria countefs of Homes.
But we muft refer to Penn's own account, which is in

his works, and alfo feparately extant. At the time of his

return, and before his entering on this journey, his refidence

was at Werminghurft in Sulfex, an eftate, probably, of his

wife's.

About the time of his return from the continent, his friends

the Quakers, among other methods ufed at that time to harafs

ihem, were vexed by laws which had been made againft Papifts,

Vol. Xn. K and
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and penalties of twenty pounds a month) or two thirds of

their eftates (Stat. 23d and 29th Elizabeth). Mr. Pcnn, on this

occafion, prefented (as it is faid) a petition of the Q^iakers to

each houfe of parliament, and was twice allowed to fpeak on
their behalf, in a committee, probably of the commons, for a

bill for the relief of the Qj^iakers foon after pafTed that hoiife;

bnt before it had pafled the other houfc, it was fet alide by a

fudden prorogation of parliament.

In 168 r, king Charles, in confideration of the fervices of

his father, the admiral, and of a debt ilxw to him from the

crown at his death, granted to W. Penn a province in North

America, lying on the «e(t fide of the Delaware, called the Nevr

Netherlands; but, on this occafion, denomiuatcd by the king,

in refpeft to the grantee, Pennfylvania. Penn foon after pub-

lifhed an account of the province, with the king's patent, de-

fcribing the country, aiid its produce, and propofmg eafy terms

of fettlement to Aich as might be inclined to go thither. He
alfo {c\-d a letter to the native Indians, informing them of his

defire to hold his polTefiion, not only by the king's grant, but

with their confent and love, acknowledging the injuftice which

had been done them by Europeans, and aflbring them of his

peaceable intentions. He then drew up, in twenty-four articles,

** The Fundamental Conftitution of Pennfylvania j" and the fol-

lowing year, he publiihed the " Frame of Government of

Pennfylvania." A law of this code may be worth tranfcribing,

as it held out a greater degree of religious liberty .than had at that

time appeared in the Chridian world. " All perfons living in

this Province, who confefsand acknowledge the One, Almighty,

and Eternal Gcd, to be the Creator, Upholder, and Ruler ot

the world, and that hold themfelves obliged in confcience to live

peaceably and juftly in civil fociety, (hall in no wife be molefted

or prejudiced for their nligioits pcrfunfton, or frafiicc in matters cf

faith and zvorJhip\ nor (hall they be compelled at any time to fre-

quent or maintain any religious worlhip, place, or miniflry

whatfoever." It is too true, that many perfecuted perfons

have complained of perfecution, meiely becaufe they believed

their own religion to be right ; Penn appears to have hated

it, for its own inherent injuftice, and moral turpitude. Many
fmgle perfons, and fome families, went to the new province.

They foon began to clear and improve their lands, and to

bulk! a city, which Pcnn, keeping in view the principle of

brotherly love, which is the Ifrength of civil fociety, named
Philadelphia. CommKTioners were alfo appointed to treat with

the Indians; and in 1682, he vifited his newly-acquired terri-

tory. At this time he paifcd about two years ia the province,

adjufting its interior concerns, and ef^ablifhing a friendly cor-

r-efpondence wjth his neighbours. Envy, it would feem, fol-

lowed
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lowed him even into the wildemefs, for we find him this year

vindicating liimfelf, in a fpirited letter, from the accufation of

ambition ar.d the deiire of wealth. He attributes all his acqui-

litioiis to the bounty of Providence, and in conclufion has, among
others, thefe remarkable words: " If friends here keep to God,
and in the jnlHce, njercy, equity, and fear of the Lord, their

enemies will be theif foolllool; if not, their heirs, and my
heirs too, will lofe all." The following year, 1683, he gav«

a more full defcription of Pennfylvania, in *' a letter addrefTed

to the Committee of the Free Society of Traders to that Pro-

vince, redding in London." Three things in this letter are

particularly worthy of notice. He mentions, that two general

aflemblies had been held, and with fuch concord and difpatch,

that they f:it but three weeks, and at leaft feventy laws were

paifed, without one dlllent in any material point. He alfo informs

the traders, that the aifcmbly had prefented him with an import

on certain goods imported and exported; v.'hich jmpoft, after

his acknowledgments of their aflFe6tion, he had freely remitted.

A rare initance! He alfo fays, after mentioning the eftablilli-

ment of courts of jullice, that to prevent law-fuits, three peace-

makers had been chofen by every county-court, in the nature of
common arbitrators. Before he left the province, he addrefTed

an epiltle of caution to his friends of the fame religious perfua-

lion fettled in it, reminding them of the confpicuous ftation in

which ihey were then placed ; being tranfplanted from oppreC
fion, not only to liberty, but to power; and befeeching them to

improve t!->e opportunity which God had now put into their hands,

I'lius the civil and religious welfare of his colonifts feemed ob-
jects near to his he-art ; and having been a promoter and witnefs

of their profperiry, he returned to his wife and family in England
in 1684.

Not many months after the return of Penn from his colony,

Charles H. died, and the refpedl which James IL bore to tin*

late admiral, who had recommended his fon to his care, together

with that monarch's perfonal acquaintance with Pern himfelf,

procured for him a free accefs at court. He therefore made ufe

of the opportunity, thus afforded him, of foliciting relief fof

his perfircuted friends, the Qiiakers, Hfteen hundred of whom
remained prifoners at the deceafe of Charles IL It may not be
amifs to obferve, that, the inclination of the king \6 Popery
being generally known, the fears of Prsteftants were alarmed

on his accellion; and had Penn been inclined to avail himfelf of

fo critical a juncture, by fomenting thofe fears, he might have

quickly peopled his province, and replenifhed his purfe. Penn,
however, appears not himfelf to have poffefled thofe fears; and
that he did not avail himfelf of the general panic is both true,

and honourable to him. He had long been intimate with the

king, and had given credit to the proteibitions which James had

K 2 xepeatedly
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repeatedly made, of his intention to eftablifh liberty of con-
fcience. On his accelTion, Penn took lodgings at Kenfington;
and his ready and frequent reception at court, drew on him the

fufpicion of being himfelf a Papift. Burnet, as was hinted

before, fo far leaned to this opinion, as to mention it in his

biftory, and to declare that Penn was intimate with Petre the

Jefuit; and employed by James II. in Holland in the year 1686.

Burnet alfo adds the following defcription of Penn's chara6ler:
'* He was a talking vain man, who had long been in the king's

favour. He had fuch an opinion of his own faculty of per-

fuading, that he thought none could (land before it, though he
was fmgular in that opinion ; for he had a tedious lufcious way,
that was not apt to overcome a man's reafon, though it might
tire his patience." Bui net, therefore, was evidently no friend

to Penn. Let us next attend to Tillotfon, between whom and
Penn there pafled fome letters on the fame fufpicion. Tillotfon

had heard it, and had repeated the furmife in fome way which
brought it to the ear of Penn ; who thereon, by letter, enquired

of him, if he had really fpread the report of his being a Papift,

In this letter Penn has thefe words among others: " I abhor
two principles in religion, and pity them that own them: Obe-
dience upon authority, without conviction ; and, deftroying them
that differ from me for God's fake." I'illotfon in reply mentions
the ground of his fufpicion, namely, that he had heard of Penn's

correfponding with fome perfons at Rome, and particularly with

Jefuits
J
but profelfes his particular efteem of Penn's parts and tem-

per: and fays not a word of his intimacy with Petre, who was
in England; which, had it fubfifted, as both were public men at

court, Tillotfon muft have known. In reply, Penn declared

that he held no correfpondence with any Jefuit, prieft, or re-

gular, in the world, of the Romifh communion, and even that

he knew not one any where; declaring himfelf to be a Chrif-

lian vvhofe creed was the Scripture. In conclufion, Tillotfon

declared himfelf fully fatisfied, and, as in that cafe he had pro-

mifed, he heartily begs pardon of Penn. The correfpondence

may be feen at length in Penn's works. In this year, 1.686, he

publifhed " A Perfuafive to Moderation to Diffenting Chrif-

tians, &c. humbly fubmitted to the King and his great Council;"
foon after which came out the king's proclamation for a general

pardon; which was followed, the next year, by his fufpenfion

of the penal laws. Penn prefented an addrefs of the Qiiakers

en this occafion. He alfo wrote a book on occafion of the ob-
jections rai fed againd the repeal of penal laws and tefl; and, the

clamour againft him continuing, he was urged to vindicate him-
felf from it, by one of his friends, Mr, Popple, fecretary to the

Plantation-ofHce, which he did in a long reply, which well de-

fcrves the perufal of thofe who wilh to eftimate his charadler ; it

is
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is dated 1688. But he had now to cope with more powerful

opponents than rumour. The RevoUition took place, and an

intimate of James was of couife a fufpefted perfon. Ashe was
walking in Whitehall (no mean proof of confcious innocence)

he was fummoned before the council then fitting; and, though

nothing was proved againfl: him, he was bound to appear the

firft day of the follovving term ; but, being continued to the

next on the fame bail, he was then difcharged in open court:

nothing being laid to his charge. The beginning of the year

1690, he was again brought before the council, and accufed of

correfponding with James. They required bail of him as be-

fore ; but he appealed to the king himfelf, who, after a long

conference, inclined to acquit him ; neverthelefs, at the inftance

of fome of the council, he was a fecond time held a while to

bail, but at length difcharged. Soon after this, in the fame
year, he was charged with adhering to the enemies of the king-

,dom, but proof failing, he was again cleared by the court of
King's-bench. Being now, as he thought, at liberty, he pre-

pared to go again to Pennfylvania, and publifhed propofals for

another fettlement there ; but his voyage was prevented by an-

other accufation, fupported by the oath of one William Fuller

(a man whom the parliament afterwards declared to be a cheat and
impoftor) ; whereupon a warrant was granted for arrefting him,
and he narrowly efcaped it, at his return from the burial of
George Fox. Hitherto he had fuccefsfully defended himfelf;

but now, not choofing to expofe his charadler to the oaths of a

profligate man, he withdrew from public notice, till the latter

part of the year 1693 ; when, through the mediation of his

friends at court, he was once more admitted to plead his own
caufe before the king and council; and he fo evinced his inno-

<:ence, that he was a fourth time acquitted. He employed him-
felf in his retirements in writing. I'he moft generally known
produftion of his feclnfion, bears the title of " Fruits of Soli-

tude, in Refledlions and Maxims relating to the Condudl; of human
Life." To thofe who wifh to be informed refpe£ling the people

called Quakers, his " Key, &c. to difcern the Difference be-

tween the Religion profelTed by the People called Quakers, and
the Pei-verfions, &c. of their Adverfaries, &c." It is well fuited

for the ends deflgned, and has gone through twelve editions at

leaft. Not long after his reftoration to fociety, he loft his wife,

which affedled him fo much, that he faid al! his other troubles

xvere nothing in comparifon of tiiis; and he publiflied a fhort

account of her character, dying exprefllons, and pious end.

The following year, he appeared as the eulogift of George Fox,
in a long preface to Fox's Journal, then publillied. The preface,

giving a fummary account of the people whom Fox had'been fo

much the means of uniting, has been feveral times printed

K 3 feparately,
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feparately, under the title of, « A brief Account of the Rife and
Progrefs of the People called Qiiakcrs." It has waffed through
many editions in Englifh, two in French, and has been tranflatcd

into German by A. b\ Wenderborn. The fame year he travelled

as a mmifler in fome of theWedern counties; snd in the ne\t,
we find him the public advocate of the Qj^iakers to parliament,

before whom a bill was then depending for their eafe in the cafe

of oaths. In the early part of i6g6, he married a fccond wife,

and foon after loft his eldetl fon, Springett Penn, who 'appears,

from the character given to him by his father, to have been a
hopeful and pious young man, juft coming of age. The fame
year he added one more to his ihort tracts defcripiive of Qiia-

Icerifm, under the title of " Primitive Chriftianily revived," ^c.
and now began his paper controverfy with the noted George
Keith, who from a champion of Qiiakerifm, and the intimate

of Barclay, had become one of its violent opponents. Keith's

fevereft tra^l accufes Penji and his brethren of Deifm. In 1 697,
a bill depending in parliament againft blafphemy, he prefented

to the Houfe of Peers, ** A Caution requiilte in the Confidcr-

ation of that Bill ;" wherein he advifed that the term might be
fo defined, as to prevent malicious profccutions under that pre-

tence. But the bill was dropt. In 1698, he travelled as a

freacher in Ireland, and the following winter refided at Brifto!.

n 1699, he again failed for his province, with his wife and family,

intending to make it his future refidence ; but, during his ab-

fence, an attempt was made to undermine proprietory govern'
ments, under colour of advancing the king's prerogative. A
bill for the purpofe was brought into parliament, but the mea-
fure was poftponed until his return, at the interceffion of his

friends; who alfo gave him early information of the hoftile pre-

parations, and he arrived in England the latter part of 170J.
After his arrival, the meafure was laid afide, and Penn once more
became welcome at court, by the death of king William, and the

conftquent accefTion of queen Anne. On this occafion, he refided

once more at Kenfington, and afterwards at Knighi (bridge, till,

in the year 1706, he removed to a convenient houfe about a mile

from Brentford. Next year he was involved in a law-fiiit with

the executors of a perfon who had been hi;" fteward ; and, though

many thought him aggrieved, his caufe was attended with fuch

circumftarces^ as prevented his obtaining relief, and he was
drrven to change his abode to the rules of the Fleet,, until the

bufinefs was accommodated; which did not happen until the

cnfuing year. It was probably at this time, that he raifed 6,6ooL

by the mortgage of his province [n].

[n] We do not know that thU can be proved, b\it> tJkke it Itom th* preeeding

^itiofi of this worlc;

Now,
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Now, after a life of almoft conftant adlivity and employment,

he found, at the age of (Ixty-five, that the infirmities of age

began to vifit him, and to lefTen his abilities for travelling, in the

work of his miniftry, with his wonted alacrity
;

yet, in the year

1709, he (ravelled, as his health would permit, into the Well of

England, and alfo into fome counties nearer his refidence in the

metropolis. But at length, in 1 710, finding the air near the

city not to agree with his declining conftitution, he took a hand-

fome feat at Rufticotnb, near Twyford, in Berklliire, at which
he continued to rcfide to the time of his deceafe.

In 171 2, he had, at diftant times, three fits, thought to be of

the apopIc61:ic kind. The lad: of thefe impaired his underftand-

ing and memory, fo much as to render him unfit for public

action afterwards. His friend, Thomas Story, an eminent
Qi^iaker, who had been the firft recorder of the corporation of

Philadelphia, made him annual vifits after this time, to his

death. In 1713 and 1714, he found him chearfid, and able to

relate pad tranfailions, but deficient in utterance, and recollec-

tion of the nam.es of abfcnt perfons. In 171 5, his meinory
feemed further decayed \ but both this, and the former year,

Story relates, that he continued to utter in the Quakers-meeting
at Reading, fliort, but found and fenfible expreffions. 'I'his

year he alfo tried, but without benefit, the effe6l of the waters

at Bath. In 1 7 16, he feemed glad to fee his friend, and at

parting with him and another, he faid, ** My love is with you.

The Lord preferve you, and remember me in the everlalting

covenant." In 1717, he fcarce knew his old acquaintance, or

could walk without leading. His deceafe was on the 30th of

July, 171B, and his interment the 5th of the next month, at

Jordan, near Beaconsfield, Buckinghamfhire. Without attempt-

ing to drav/ tip a regular charader of William Penn, it muft
be evident from his works, that he was a man of abilities ; and,

from his conduct through life, th.-^.t he was a man of the pureli

confcience. This, without acceding to his opinions in religion,

we are perfectly willing to allow and to declare.

PENN I (GiovANiN Francesco}, firnamed II Fattore,

given him on account of his good manngemeni of Raphael's

expences, when he lived with him; which was to the time of
his death, Julio Romano being his fellow-difciple. He was very
Ikllful, efpecially in defigning. He has compofed a great many
pi<Stures from Raphaels thoughts, which pafs for that mafler's

own; particularly in the palace of Chigi, as may be obfcrved
by examining them with attention. He had a particular incli-

nation and genius for landfcapes; which he painted very fkil-

fully, and enriched with fine pieces of architedture. After Ra-
phael's death, he affociated with Julio Romano, and Pierino del

Vago. Thefe three nniihed what Raphael left imperfe(^ ; as

K 4 ^eU



136 PENRY.
well the hiflory of " Conftantine," as other works in the palace

of Belvidere. But this triumvirate fcparated, on occafion of

a copy that the pope chofe to have made of the piclure of the

transfiguration, which was defigned for tb.e court of France.

Upon this feparation, Penni went to Naples, intending to work
for the marquis del Vafto; but, his conllilution being very

delicate and tender, he did not live long enough to paint much
there. He died in his fortieth year, in 1528. He had a brother

called Luca Penni, who worked a while with Pierino del Vago
his brother-in-law, at Genoa, and other places of Italy. He
went thence into England, where he painted ieveral pictures for

Henry VHI. and for fome merchants. He was alfo employed
by Francis I. at Fontainbleau, and at lafl: applied himfelf to

engraving.

PENRY (John), or AP HENRY, commonly known by his

aflumed name of Martin Mar-prelate, or Mar-prieji. He was
born in Wales, and ftudied firll at Cambridge, and afterwards at

Oxford, in which latter univerfiry he took the degree of Mafter

of Arts, and was ordained a prielL Afterwards, meeting with

fome diflatisfa6lion, as it is faid, and being very warm in his

temper, he changed his religion, and became an Anabaptilt, or

V rather a Brownift. He was henceforward a virulent enemy to the

church of England, and the hierarchy of that communion, as

appears fufficiently by his virulent libels, in which he has fhewn
his fpleen to a great degree. At length, after he had concealed

himfelf for fome years, he was apprehended at Stepney, and
tried at the King's-Bench, before fir John Popham, chief-juftice,

and the reft of the judges, where he was indi6ted and condemned
ibr felony, for papers found in his pocket, purporting to be a

petition to the queen ; and was executed, according to Fuller, at

St. Thomas Waterings, in 1593. It appears, that fome violence

w^as put upon the laws, even as they then flood, to form a capital

accufation againft him. For his libels he could not be accufed,

the legal time for fuch an accufation having elapfed before he was
taken: the papers upon which he was convi£ted, contained only

an implied denial of the queen's ahjolute authority to make, ena6l:,

decree, and ordain laws; and implied, merely by avoiding to

life thofe terms, according to the very words of the lord-keeper

Puckering. His execution was therefore in a high degree unjuft.

His chief publications are, i. '< Martin Mar-prelate," the tra£t

that gave fo much offence. 2. " Thefes Martinianae," 8vo.

3. " A view of publicke Wants and Diforders in the fervice of

God, in a Petition to the tiigh court of Parliament, 1588," 8vo.

4. *' An Exhortation to the Governors and People of Wales, to

labour earneftly to have the preaching of the Gofpel planted

among them," 1588, 8vo. 5. " Reformation no Enemy to her

Majefty and the State," 1590, 410. 6. " Sir Simon Synod's

... - . . Hue
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Hue and-Cry for the Apprehenfion of young Martin Mar-prieft,

with Martin's Echo," 4to. Moft of thefe, and fome others,

were full of low fcurrility and petulant fatire. Several tra6ls

equally fcurrilous, were publifhed againft him ; as, " Pappe

w ith a Hatchet, or a Country CufFe for the Idiot Martin to hold

his Peace ;" *' A Whip for an Ape, or Martin difplaied;" and

others of the fame kind.

PEPUSCH (John Christopher), one of the greatert:

theoretic muficians of modern times [o], as we are told, was born

at Berlin about 1667 ; and became fo early a proficient on the

harpfichurd, that at the age of fourteen he was fent for to court,

and appointed to teach the prince, father of the late king of

Pruflia. About 1700, he came over to England, and was re-

tained as a performer at Drury-lnne: it is fuppofed that he
afTifted in compofing the operas which were performed there.

While he was thus employed, he forbore not to profecute his

private fhidies ; and thefe led him to enquire into the mufic of

the ancients, and the perufal of the Greek authors upon that

fubje6t. The abilities of Pepufch as a praGical compofer were
not likely to become a fource of wealth to him: his mufic was
correal, but it wanted variety of inodulation. Befides, Handel
had got pofireihon of the public ear, in the opinion of whofe
fuperior merit he readily acquiefced ; and chofe a track for him-
lelf, in which he was almofl fure to meet with no obftrudlion.

He became a teacher of mufic, not the practice of any particular

inftrument, but mufic ',in the abfolute fenfe of the word, that

is to fay, the principles of harmony and the fcience of pra6lical

compofition; and this, not to children or novices, but in very

many inftances to profeflors of mufic themfelves.

In 1713, he was admitted to the degree of Doclor in Mufic
at Oxford, and continued to profecute his fludies with great

afiiduity. In 1724, he accepted an offer from Dr. Berkeley to

accompany him to the Bermudas, and to fettle as profefTor of

mufic in his intended college there ; but, the fhip in which they

failed being wrecked, he returned to London, and married

Francefca Margarita de I'Epine. This perfon was a native of

Tufcany, and a celebrated finger, who performed in fome of the

firft of the Italian operas that were reprefented in England.

She came hither with one Greber, a German, and from this

connexion became diftinguifhed by the invidious appellation of
Grebers Peg. Afterwards fhe commenced a new connexion
with Daniel earl of Nottingham, who had defended the orthodox

notion of the Trinity againft the heretic Whilton; and to this

connection Rowe, in imitation of Horace's, " Ne fit ancillae

tibi amor pudori," thus alludes:

[o] Hawkins's Hift. of Mufic, v. 194.

Did
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Did not bafe Greber's Peg inflame

The fober earl of Nottingham,

Of fober fire defcended ?

That, carclcfs of his foul and fame,

To play-houfes he nightly came.

And left church undefended.

She continued to fmg on the flage, till about 1718; when.

having, at a movlert; computation, acquired above ten thoufand

guineas, fhe retired from the theatre, and afterwards married

Dr. Pepufch. She was remarkably tall, and remarkably

fwarthy ; and, in general, fo deftitute of pcrfonal charms, that

Pepufch feldom called her by any other name than Hecate, to

which ihe is faid to have anhvercd very readily.

The change in Pepufch's circumiiances by Margarita's for-

tune was no interruption to his ftudies: he loved niufic, and

he purfued the knowledge of it with ardour. At the inftancc

of Gay and Rich, he undertook to compofe, or rather to

corredl, the mufic for *' The Beggar's Opera." His reputation

was now at a great height. He had perufcd with great

attention thofe feveral ancient treatifes on Harmonics, pub-

lifhed by Meibomius, and that of Ptolemy by Dr. WalHsi
and tlie difficulties, which occurred to him on the perufal,

were in a great meafure removed by his friend De Moivre, the

mathematician, who aihfted him in making calculations for

demonftrating thofe principles on which the harmonic fcicnce

is founded. In confequence of thefe ftudies, he was elteemed,

in matters of theory, one of the beft muficians of his time. In

1737, he was chofen organift of the Charter-houfe, and retired,

with his wife, to that venerable manfion. The wife died in

1740, before which he loft a fon, his only child ; fo that he had no
fource of delight left, but the profecution of his ftudies, and

the teaching of a few favourite pupils, who attended him at his

apartments. Plere he drew up that account of the ancient

genera, which was read before the Royal Society, and is pub-
iifhed in the ** Philofophical Tranfa<5lions for 061. Nov. and
Dec. 1746;" and| foon after the publication of that account,

he was chofen a Fellow of the Royal Society.

He died the 2oth of July, 1752, aged eighty-five ; and was
buried in the chapel of the Charter-houfe, where a tablet with

an infcription is placed over him.

PERAU (Gabriel Louis Calabre), a French author,

whofe chara6ler was not lefs efteemed for its candour and mo-
dcfty, than his writings for their neatnefs of ftyle, and exadl-

nefs oP-refearch. He is moft known for his continuation of

the ** Lives of illuftrious Men of France," begun by d'Auvigne,

but carried on by him, from the thirteenth volume to the twenty-

third. He alio wrote notes and prefaces to feveral works.
His
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His edition of the works of Bofluet was the beft, till they

were publifhed by the Benedidines of St:. Maur ; and he was
author of an efteemed life of Jerome Bighon, in i2mo, 1757.
He died in March, 1 767, at the age of lixty-feven.

PEREFIXE (Hardouin de Beaumont de), a French
writer, is memorable for having left a very excellent ** Hif-
toire du Roi Henry IV." of France: written indeed more like

an abridgement than a hiftory at large ; but full of wifdom in

what relates to the inilitution of a prince, and full of truth a$

to mattert of tadt. He was maitre d'Hottl to cardinal Riche-

lieu, under whom he was trained; became a do6lor of the

Sorbonne ; was afterwards appointed preceptor to Louis XIV.
and made archbilhop of Paris in 1664. 1 he Jefuits are fup-i

pofcd to have governed him, and to have put him upon mea-
iures, which offended the Janfeniibi, and made him obnoxious

to obloquy and mifreprefentation: but he was certainly a very

excellent as well as a very amiable man. He died in 1670.
He had been admitted into the French academy in 1654.

PEREZ (Antony), a Spanifh lawyer, much famed in his

day for feveral elaborate works on the civil and public Law,
Comments on the Digeils, and other works of that kind. He
was born at Alfaro, a fmall village in upper Navarre, and died

at Louvain in 1672, at the age of eighty-nine. He mufl not

be confounded with Antony Perez, a famous Jefuit of
Salamanca, nor with another of the fame name, who was phy*
iician and furgeon to Philip II. who wrote a treatife on the

plague ; nor yet with a Portuguefe furgeon who wrote in his

own language, on the fubje£ls of his profeflTion, in the feven-

teenth century.

PERGOLESI (Giovanni Battista), one of the moft

excellent of the Italian compofers, was born at Caforia iu the

kingdom of Naples, in 1704; and was educated at Naples
under Gaetano Greco, a very famiOiis mufician of that time.

The prince of San-Agliano, or Stigliano [p], becoming ac-

quainted witli the talents of young Pergoleli, took him under

his protedion, and, from 1730 to 17 34,^,procured him em-
ployment in the new theatre at Naples, \^iere his operas had

prodigious fuccefs. He then vilited Rome, for which place his

Olympiade was compofed, and there performed; but, by fomc
unaccountable fatality, was by no means applauded as it de-

ferved; after which he returned to Naples, and falling into a

confumptive diforder, died at the premature age of thirty-three.

It is not true, as fome authors have ailerted, that he was poi-

foned by fome of his rivals. From the ftyle of his compofition,

the Italiaas have called him the Domenichino of mufic. Eafe,

[r] Burncy'* Hift. vol. iv. p. $^z.

united
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united with deep knowledge of harmony, and great rlchnefs of

melody, forms the charadleriftic of his mufic. It exprelTes

the paffions with the very voice of nature, and fpeaks to the

foul by the natural force of its efFedls. It has been thought by
fome, of too melancholy a caft, which might arife, perhaps,

from the depreifion produced by infirmity of conltitution.

His principal works are, i. The *' Stabat Mater," ufually

confidered as his moii perfect work, and much better known
than any other, in this country. 2. Another famous mafs,

beginning, ** Dixit et laudate," firft heard with rapture at

Naples, foon after his return from Rome. 3. The mafs called,

*< Salve Regina," the lall of his productions, compofed at

Torre del Greco, a very fhort time before his death, but as much
admired as any of his compofitions. 4. His opera of " Olym-
piade," fet to the words of Metaftafio. 5. " La ferva Pa-

<irona," a comic opera. 6. His famous cantata of " Orfeo e

Euridice." The greater part of his other compofitions were

fDrmed for pieces written in the Neapolitan dialedl, and unin-

telligible to the reft of Italy. Pergolefi's firft and principal

inftrument was the violin. The following opinions refpefting

the ftyle of Pergolefi, are copied from the works of a mofl

competent judge [oj-
" He had, perhaps, more energy of genius, and a finer taB^

than any of his predeceffors; for though no labour appears in

his productions, even for the church, where the parts are thin,

and frequently in unifon, yet greater and more beautiful effeCts

are often produced in the performance than are promifed in the

fcore."—** The church-mufic of Pergolefi has been cenfured

by his countryman, Padre Martini, as well as by fome Englifh

mufical critics, for too much levity of movement, and a dra-

matic caft, even in fome of hi< flow airs; while, on the con-

trary, Eximeno fays, that he never heard, and perhaps never

fliall hear, facred mufic accompanied with inltruments, fo

learned and fo divine, as the Siahat Mater.'' Dr. Burney thinks

it very doubtful whether the fonatas afcribed to this author are

genuine ; but obferves, that tiie progrefs fince made in inftru-

mental mufic, ought not, at all events, to diminifh the reputation

of Pergolefi, " which," he adds, *' was not built on produ6tion-s

-of that kind, put on vocal compofitions, in which the clearnefs,

fimplicity, truth, and fweetnefs of expreifion, juftly entitle him
to fupremacy over all his prcdecelTors, and contemporary rivals;

and to a niche in the temple of fame, among the great im-
provers of the art ; as, if not the founder, the principal po-

iifher of a ftyle of compofition both for the church and ftage,

which .has. been conftantly cultivated by his fujcceflbrs; and

[q.] Dr. Burney's Hift. vol. iv. p. 556.

which.
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which, at the diftance of half a century, from the fhort period

in which he flouriihed, ftill reigns throughout Europe." The
learned hiftorian, for this reafon, juftly confiders the works of

Pergolcfi, as forming a great asra in modern mufic.

PERIZONIUS (James), a learned German, was of a fa-

mily originally of Teutorp, a fmall town in Weftphalia : their

name was Voorbrock [rJ ; but being changed for Perizonius,.

(a Greek word of fimilar import, implying fomething of the

nature of a girdle) by one who publilhed an " Epithalamium,"
with this name fubicribed, it was ever after retained by the

learned part of the family. Anthony Perizonius was reftor of
the fchool of Dam, profeffor of divinity and the Oriental lan-

guages, firft at Ham, and afterwards at Deventer; at which
laft place he died in 1672, in his forty- fixth year. He puh-
liflied, in 1669, a learned treatife, " De Ratione ftudii Theo-
logici."

James, the eldeft fon of Anthony, was born at Dam,. 061..

26, 1651 ; and ftudied firft under Gifbert Cuper at Deventer,
and was afterwards, in i6yi, removed to Utrecht, where he
attended the lectures of Grasvius. His father defigned him for

divinity and the minrftry ; but, by death, left him to purfue his

natural inclination and tafte, which lay towards polite learning,

hiftory, and antiquity. With this view, he went, in 1674, to

Leyden, where he continued his ftudies under Theodore Ryckius^
profeflbr of hiftory and eloquence in that city. He became
afterwards redlor of the Latin fchool at Delft ; and was in that

htuation, when, in 1681, he accepted the profelfarfliip of hif-

tory and eloquence, which was offered him by the univerfity of
Franeker. His great reputation made this univerfity flourifh,

on which account his ftipcnd was augmented by the addition of
an hundred crowns. Ryckius dying in 1690, Perizonius was
offered the vacant profefforihip ; but the curators of Franeker
engaged him to continue with them, by adding another hun-
dred crowiis to his ifipend. He left them, however, in 1693,
and went to Leyden, to fill the place of profeffor of hiftory,

eloquence, and the Greek language ; and in this employment
continued till his death. He was a man of incredible dili-

gence, as well as exatfnefs ; for, though he wrote much, yet

he never committed any thing to the prefs, without having re-

vifed and examined it. Exceflive application to ftudy ftiort-

ened his life ; for. being of a delicate conftitution, and taking-

no care to ftrengthen it by exercifc, a (low fever at length crept

upon him, and never quitted him, till it had put an end to

him. He died, April 6, 17 17, and left a will that favoured a

little of that whim and peculiarity which fomatimes infe£ts the.

fa] Niceron, tome i.

learned
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learned In their retirements. He ordered, that as foon as he

fhould expire, his body fhould be drelfed in his clothes, then

fet up in a chair, and that a beard Ihould be made for him.

Some fay thiS was done, that a painter might finifh his piilure,

already begun, in order to be placed over the manufcripts and

books which he left to the library of tlie univerfity: but what-

ever was the motive, the thing was ridiculous and unworthy
of his charadler. He was a man of a good mien, well made,
of a grave and ferious air, but far from any thing of pedantry'

and affetSbation: and fo modeft, that he never fpake of himfelf

and his writings, except when he was afked about them. He
had a great judgement, a good memory, and profound erudition.

He would never marry, becaufe he was defirous that his ftudies

fhould not be interrupted.

He publifhed a great many works in Latin, relating to hif-

tory, antiquities, and clalhcal literature; the principal of which
are thefe: i. " M. T. Ciceronis eruditio:" an inaugural ora-

tion, at his being inftalled profeiTbr of Franeker in 1681. 2.

" Animadverfiones Hiftoricjc, 1685," 8vo. This work is em-
ployed in correcting the millakes of hiftorians and critics, and
ihews great exa(51nefs and learning. 3. " Q. Curtius in in-

tegrum reftitutus, et vindicatus ab immodica atque acerba

nimis crifi viri clarillimi Joannis Clerici, 1703," 8vo. To this

Le Cierc replied, in the third volume of his '* Bibliotheque

Choifee." 4. ** Rerum per Europam faeculo fexto-decimo

maxime geftarum Commeniarii Hiitorici, 1710," 8vo. 5.
" Origines iEgyptiaca; et Babylonicce, 171 1," 2 vols. i2mo.
This work is levelled againft the " Chronological Syllems" of

Uiher, Capellus, Pezron, but efpecially of fir John Marfham.
Perizonius wrote alfo feveral differtationsupon particular points

of antiquity, which would have done no fmall credit to the

colle£lions of Graevius and Gronoyius. He publiflied an edi-

tion of ** yElian's Various Hiftory" corrected trom the manu-
fcripts, and illullrated with notes, in 1701, 8vo. James Gro-
novius having attacked a paifage \x\ his notes, a controverfy

enfued, which degenerated at length* iiito fuch perfonal abufe,

that the curators of the univerfity of Leyden thought proper to

interpofe, and put a ftop to it by their authority. He wrote

alfo large notes upon '* Sandlii Minerva, five de caufis linguas

Commentarius:" the beft edition of which is that of 17 14, 8vo.

PERRAULT (Claude), an eminent French author, was
the fon of an advocate of parliament, and born at Paris in

1613 [s]. He was bred a phyfician, but praclifed only among
his relations, his friends, and the poor. He difcovered early a

particular tafte £^r the fciences and fine arts; of which he ac-

[s^ Niceron, tome xxxLi.

qtiired
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quired a very coniummate knowledge, without the afliftance

of a ina{l«r. He was fkilled in archite6lure, painting, fculp-

tiuv, mathematics, phylics, and all thole arts which relate to

dcligning and mechanics. He excelled efpecially in the firft of
thel'e, and was one of the greateft architects France ever pro-

duced. Louis XIV. had a great and noble tafte for architec-

ture, and fcnt tor Bernini from Rome, and other architects;

but Perraiilt was preferred to them all. The entrance into the

Louvre, which was dcfigncd by him, *' is," fays Voltaire [t],
** one of the molt aiiguft monuments of architecture in the

world.—We fometimes," adds he, ** go a great way in fearch

of what we have at home. There is not one of the palaces at

Rome, whofe entrance is comparable to this of the Louvre;
for which we are obliged to Perrault, w^hom Boileau has at-

tempt d to turn into ridicule." Thefe two great men had a
terrible quarrel for a long time ; and the refentment of Boileau
carried him fo far, as to induce him to deny that Perrault was
the real author of thofe great defigns in architecture, that palled

tor his. Perrault had laid fomething againlt Boiieau's Satire?,^

as if certain palfages in them refleCted upon the king: he alfo

joined with his brother Charles in fupportingthe moderns, while
Boileau was general for the ancients: and both thefe th^^"!gs

together drew the poetical vengeance of Boileau upon him.
They were, however, reconciled at length; and Boileau ac-
knowledged Perrauh to be a man of great merit, and very
learned in matters relating to phyfics and the fine arts.

Monf. Colbert, who loved architecture, and was ready to

fupply all means for bringing it to perfection, put him upon
tranllating Vitruvius into French, and illuftrating it with
notes; which he did, and publifhed it in 1673, folio, with
figures. Perrault was fuppofed to have fucceeded in this work
beyond all that v.'ent before hira, who were either architects

without learning, or learned men without any {kill in archi-

ttClurc. Perrault was both an architect and a learned man,
and had a great knowledge of all thofe things relating to archi-

tecture of which Vitruvius fpeaks, as painting, fculpture,

mechanics, &ic. , He had fo extraordinary a genius for*mecha-
nics, that he invented the machines, bv which thofe (tones of
fifty -two feet in length, of which the front of the Louvre is

formed, were raifed. He had a fine hand at deligning and
drawing models ; and the connoifienrs have obfervcd, that the

originals done by himfelf, from whence the figures for his

Vitruvius were taken, were more exaCt and finiihed than the

copper-plates ihemfeives, although thefe are exceedirigly b^au-

[t] Sledede Lcuis XIV. ch.ip- xxviL-

i tifui.



ijH. PERRAULT.
tiful. A fecond edition of his " Vitruvius, revifed, correited,-

and augmented," was printed at Paris, 1684, in folio.

Wiien the Academy of Sciences was eftablifhed, he was
chofen one of its firlt member?, and was chiefly depended upon
in what related to mechanics and natural philofophy. He gave

proofs of his great knowledge in thefe, by the publication of

feveral works: among which were, " Memoires pour fervir a

I'hiftoire naturelle des animaux," printed in 1676, folio, with
figures; *' EfTais de Phifique," in four volumes lamo, the

three firft of which came out in 1680, and the fourth in 1688 ;

*' Recueil de plufieurs machines de nouvelle invention, 1700,"

4to, &c. He died, 061. 9, 1688, aged 75. Although he had

never pra£lifed phyfic in any public way, yet the faculty of

Paris, of which he was a member, had fuch an opinion of his

ikill, and fo much efteem for the man, that after his death they

defired his pi£lure of his heirs, and placed it in their public

fchools with that of Fernelius, Riolanus, and others, who had

done honour to their profeflion.

PERRAULT (Charles), the brother of Claude, was born

at Paris in 1626, and difcovered early a greater genius for letters

than his brother ; and as great a one for the fciences and fine

arts, which he cultivated under his directions. The minifter

Colbert [uj chofe him for his firft clerk of the buildings, of which
himfelf was fuperintendant ; and afterwards made him comp-
troller-general of the finances under him. Perrault employed
his whole interefl: and credit with him, to make arts and fciences

flourifli : he diftinguilhed and recommended thofe who excelled

in each ; and it was owing to him, that the academies of paint-

ing, fculpture, and archite6lure, were formed. He was one of

the firft members of the academy of the belles lettres and infcrip-

tions, and was received into the French academy in 167 1. He
was very ufeful to the men of letters who frequented his levee,

and fhewed him great refpedl as long as his protestor lived ; but,

upon the death of Colbert in 1683, and when the efFe6ls of

envy took place, he was ftrangely negle£ted by them. He fpent

the next twenty years in retirement, and devoted himfelf wholly

to reading and writing books. He publilhed various works,

upon different fubjeds, in verfe and profe. He had an agree-

able manner of writing in profe, though fomewhat negligent

;

and his poetry is not deftitute of invention and imagination,

though it is not correal enough to eftablifh an opinion of his

judgement. His poem, called " La Peinture,". printed firft in

1668, and afterwards in the colledion of his mifcellaneous

works in.verfe and profe in 1675, 4to, was univerfally admired

and praifed ; and even Boileau himfelf could not forbear doing

juftice to it.

[u] Niceron, &c. tome xxxiii.

In
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In 1688, he publifhcd a poem, entitled, *' Le Slecle de Louis

le Grand ;" The Age of Louis the Great : which was a kind of

prehide to a Vvar with all the learned. In this he had fet the

modern authors above the antient, an attempt which would of

courfe appear Ihocking to the majority, who confidered the

ancients as fuperior in every fpecies of compofition. BoileaU

was prefent at the academy, when this poem was read there in

1687, and was greatly difgufted
;

yet took no further notice of

it, than anfwering it by an Epigram, as did alfo Menage iri

another, to which" Perrault replied in a " Letter." This Per-

rault reprinted the fame year, and added to it his *' Parallele des

Anciens et des Modernes," in regard to arts and fciences. A
fecond volume of the *' Parallele" appeared in 1690, where the

fubjeft of their eloquence is confidered ; a third, in 1692, to deter-

mine their poetical merit; and a fourth, in 1696, which treats

of their aftronomy, geography, navigation, manner of warring,

philofophy, mufic, medicine, &c. i2mo. In the third volume^

which relates to poetry, Perrault had not only equalled the

modern poets with the ancient, and particularly Boileali, but had

alfo fet up Chapelain, Quinault, Cotin, and other French poets,

whom Boilcau in his Satires had treated with contempt ; inti-

mating at the fame time, that he did not approve of Boileau's

treatment of tliem. Boileau, who was always a paflionate

admirer of the ancients, was hurt with a comparifon fo much
to their difadvantage, and was now refolved to do fomething

more than write epigrams in their behalf. He was more par-

ticularly determined to this by a fpeech of the prince of Conti,

who one day told Racine, that he would go to the French aca-

demy, and write upon Boileau's feat, '* Tu dors, Brutus," Thou
fleepeft, Brutus. What Boilcau wrote againll: Perrault, is to

be found in his " Reflexions critiques fur Longin." They were

reconciled however in 1699 ; and Boilcau wrote him a letter

upon the occafion, which is printed in his works. Voltaire

fays [x], with regard to this famous controverfy, which was
carried on at the fame time in England, by fir William Temple
and others, that " Perrault has been reproached with having

found too many faults with the ancients, but that his great fault

was, the having criticized them injudicioufly."

After this troublefome affair was ended, Perrault applied

himfelf to draw up " Hiftorical Eulogiums" of feveral great

men in the 17th century, which he publifhed with their par-

traits from the collection of the celebrated Begon. The beauty

of the plates makes this work curious, as well as ufeful. He
was determined by the public voice in the choice of his heroes,

whom he confined to an hundred : but there are an hundred and

[x] Siecle de Louis XIV. torn, ii.

Vol. XII. L two
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two in the collection ; tlie reafon of which was this. ArnauTcf

and Pafcal M'ere defervedly in his lift ; but the Jefuits made
intereft to have them exchided, and prevailed. Perraiilt thought

it necefTary to fubflitute two frefh ones : but the public refuled

to accept the work, unlefs Arnaud and Pafcal might keep their

places ; and hence it arofe, that inftead of a hundred lives,

which was Perrault's original defign, we find an hundred and
two. There are other works of Perrauh, which are much
efteemed, as, " Le Cabinet de Beaux Arls,"&c, or, A Colledion
of Copper-p'ates relating to Arts and Sciences, with lUultra-

tions in Verfe and Profe :
** Faernus's Fables, tranflated into

p>ench Verfe, &c."
Ch. Perrault died in 1703, aged 77. Madame Dacier, in the

preface to her tranilation of *' Homer's Odylfey," has given the

following character of this author. " He was," fays fhe, *' a

rnan of talents, of agreeable converfation,, and the author of

fome little works, which have been defervedly efleemed. He
had alfo all the qualities of an honefl: and good man ; was pious,

fincere, virtuous, polite, modeff, ready to ferve, and pundual
in the difcharge of every duty. Fie had a confiderable place

tinder one of the greateft miniffers France ever had, who repofed

the utmoft confidence in him, which he never employed for

liimfelf, but always for his friends." Such a charader from
madam Dacier, muft fuggefl: to us the highefl opinion of Perrault

as a man, when it is confidered, that, as an author, Ihe thought

him guilty of the greatefl of all crimes, an attempt to degrade

the ancient writec^ \vhoin fhe not only reverenced, but adored ^

contrary to the cTee'laration of Perrault, who had faid, in his

" Siecle de Louis,"

" La do6le antiquite fut toujours vesierabley
*< Je ne la trouve pas cependant adorable."

Befides Claude and Charles, there were two other brothers,

Peter and Nicolas, who diftinguifhed themfelves in the literary

world. Peter, the eldert; of them all, was receiver-general of

the finances, and publiflied, in 1674, a piece, " De I'origine dcs

Fontaines ;" and, in 1678, a French tranllation of Taffoni's *' La
Secchia rapita." Nicolas was admitted dodlor of the Sorbonne
in 1652, and died in 1661 ; leaving behind him a work, enti-

tled, " La Morale dcs Jefuites, extraite fidelement de leurs

livres," which was printed in 1667, 410,

PERKIER (Francis), an eminent French painter, born at

Ma:on in 1590, was a goldfinith's fon ; a debauched young
man, who, running away from his parents, went to Rome. As
he was on his journey thither, his money fell fhort ; when a

blind man, who was aifo bound for Rome, perfuaded him to

lead him, off^rmg hira a ihare of the alms he got by beggins: on
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the road. Perrler, having no other way to rubfifl:, accepted of

his offer; and in this equipage arrived at Rome, where he was
again very much embarraiTed to find out means to maintain

himfelf, his blind beggar's a(fiftance either failing, or not being

fufficient to fupport him. He was reduced to terrible ftraits at

his fird arrival ; but, that necefllty prompting him to recur to his

genius for the pencil, the facility of this in a little time put him
in a way to get his bread. He acquired an eafy and agreeable

manner of defigning : his talte was fo good, that feveral young
inen addreffed themfelves to him to mend their defigns ; anil his

own were bought up by fome foreigners, who fent them to their

friends, in order to engage them to fupply them with money.
In the mean time Perrier became acquainted with Lanfranco,

whofe manner he endeavoured to follow, and at lad was able to

manage his pencil with the fame eafe as he did his crayons.

Finding that he could difpatch a great deal of bufmefs, he

refolved to return to France ; ^-nd flopping at Lyons, he painted

the Carthufians cloyfter there. From Lyons he proceeded to

Paris; and having worked fome time for Vouet, who engroffed

all the grand performances, he took a fecond journey to Italy,

•where he Ifayed ten years, and returned to Paris in 1645. About
this time he painted the gallery of the Hotel de la Villierc, and
drew feveral eafel-pieces for private perfons. He died profelFor

of the academy, in 1655. He etched feveral things with a great

deal of fpirit, and among others, the fineft baffo-relievos that are

in Rome, a hundred of the moft celebrated antiquities, and
fome of Raphael's works. He alfo engraved, in the chiaro olfcuroj

fome antiquities, after a manner, of which, it was faid, he was
the firft inventor ; but Parmegiano ufed it a long time before

him. It confifls of two copper-plates, whofe impreflion is

made on paper faintly ftained : the one plate is engraved after

the ufual way, and that prints the black ; and the other, which
is the fecret, prints the white [y].
PERRIER (Charles), a French poet, nephew of Francis,

was born at Aix in Provence. He firlf devoted himfelf to Latin

verfification, in which he fucceeded greatly ; and he boaited of

having formed the celebrated Santeuil. They quarrelled after-

wards from poetic jealoufy, and made Menage the arbitrator of

their differences ; who, however, decided in favour of Perrier^

and did not fcxuple to call him ** The prince of Lyric poets."

They afterwards became reconciled, and there are in Perrier's

works feveral tranilations of pieces from Santeuil. Perrier after-

wards applied himfelf to French poetry, in which he was not

[y] This invention has been much tion by Mr. Kent, who performed it in

improved fince, and efpecially of late in any two other colours as wvU as black and
England has beea carried to great perfec- white. »
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fo fuccefsful, though he took Malherbe for his model. T!i«
importunity, and even fury, with which this poet repeated his

verfes to all who came near him, made him infupportable. One
day he accompanied Boileau to church ; and, during mafs, did
nothing but talk of an " Ode," which he had prefented to Mef-
fieurs of the French academy for the prize in 1671. He com-
plained of the injuftice they did him ; and, fcarcely containing

himfelf while the hoil was elevated, fpoke loud enough to be

heard, that " they faid his verfes were too Malherbian." He
obtained the academy-prize [zj, however, two years together,

namely, in 1681, and 1682. C. Perrierdied in 1692. He was,
upon the whole, a good kind of man ; but, like the generality of
fecond-rate poets, very afFeiled, conceited, and felf-fufficient.

There are many anecdotes of him in the *' Menagiana," which
fhew this : from one we learn, that he was very angry with
Bouhours, for not inferting him in the lilt of illuftrious writers,

from whom that father had feleiled his •* Penfees Ingenieufes."

He complained of this to Bouhours himfelf one day in the Itreet,

as Bouhours told Menage.
PERRON (James Davy du), a cardinal, eminent for great

talents and learning, was defcended from ancient and noble fami-

lies on both fides. His parents, having been educated in the

principles of Calvin, retired to Geneva ; and fettled afterwards

in the canton of Berne, where he was born, Nov. 25, 1556 [aJ.
His father, who was a man of learning, inftrudled him till he
was ten years of age, and taught him mathematics and the Latin
tongue. Young Perron feems afterwards to have built upon
this foundation by himfelf ; for, while his parents were toffed

about from place to place by civil wars and perfecutions, he
applied himfelf entirely to (ludy. He learned by himfelf the

Greek tongue and philofophy, beginning that ftudy with the

logic of Ariftotle : thence he palled to the orators and poets ; and
afterwards applied to the Hebrew language, which he attained

fo perfeilly, that he read without points, and ledlured on it to

the minifters.

In ihe reign of Henry III. he was carried to the court, which
was then at Blois, where the dates were aifembled in 1576 • and
introduced to the king, as a prodigy of parts and learning. His
controverfial talents were very great, fo that none durft difpute.

with him : althoui^h he made many challenges to thofe who
would have bef^n glad to attack him. At the breaking up of the

ilates, he came to Paris, and mounted the chair in the habit of a

cavalier, in the grand hall of the Auguilin?s, where he held

public conferences upon the fcienccs. He fct himfelf afterwards

[z] Boileau, Art. poet. Iv. 53.—Sat. ix. 2^1.

[a] Dii Fiji's BiblJoth. Ectltf. Auteurs. Cent. 17.
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to read the Siimma of St. Thomas' Aquinas, and cultivated a

flri£l frienddilp with Philip Dcfportes, abbot of Tiron, who put

him into his own place of reader to Henry III. He is faid to

have loft the favour of this prince in the following manner : One
dav, while the king was at dinner, he made an admirable dif-

coiirfe againft Atheifts ; with which the king was well pleafed,

and commended him much for having proved the being of a God
by arguments fo folid. But Perron, whofe fpirit of policy had

not yet got the better of his paflion for fhining or (hewing his

parts, replied, that '* if his majefty would vouchfafe him audi-

ence, he would prove the contrarv by arguments as folid ;" which'

fo offended the king, that he forbad him to come into his pre-

fence.

Perron recovered himfelf, however, from this fall. The
reading of St. Thomas had engaged him in the ftudy of the

fathers, and made him particularly acquainted with St. Auftin
;

fo that he devoted himfelf wholly to divinity, and refolved to

abjure Calvinifm. Having difcovered, or rather pretended to

difcover, many falfe quotations and weak reafonings in a " Frea-

tife upon the Church," written by Du Pleflis Mornay, he in-

ftru6led himfelf thoroughly in controverted p >ints, and made
his abjuration. When he was converted hi lifelf, he laboured

mightily in the converfion of others, even before he had embraced
the ecclefiaftical fundion. By thefe arts, and his uncommon
abilities, he acquired great influence, and was appointed to pro-

nounce the funeral oration of Mary queen of Scots, in 1587 ^ as

he had done alfo that of the poet Ronfard, in 1586. He wrote,

fome time after, by order of the king, '* A comparifon of moral

and theological Virtues;" and two " Difcourfes," one upon the

foul, the other upon felf-knowledge, which he pronounced before

that prince. After the murder of Henry HI. he retired to the

houfe of cardinal de Bourbon, and laboured more vigoroully

than ever in the converfion of the Reformed. He brought a
great number of them back to the church, among whom was
Henry Spondanus, afterwards bifhop of Pamiez ; as this prelate

acknowledges, in his dedication to cardinal du Perron of his

" Abridgement of Baronius's Annals." This converfion was
followed by feveral others ; and the labours of Perron were

crowned by that of Henry IV. He went io wait on that

prince with cardinal de Bourbon, at the fiege of Rouen ; and fol-

lowed him at Nantes, where he held a famous difpute with four

miniflers. The king, afterwards refolving to have a conference

about religion with the principal prelates of the kingdom, fent

for Du Perron to aflift in it ; but, as he was yet only a layman,

he nominated him to the bifliopric of Evreux, that he might be

capable of fitting in it. He came with the other prelates to

L3 St.
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St. Denis, and was fuppofed to contribute more thon any other

perlbn to the converfion ot that great prince.

After this, he was fent with M. d'OlTat to Rome, to nego-
tiate Henry's reconciliation to the holy fee ; which at length he
effected, to the fatisfadion ot the king, but not of his fiibjeds

;

that part of them at leaft, who were zealous for Gallican liber-

ties, and thought the dignity of their king proftituted upon this

Gcca(ion. Du Perron (laycd a whole year at Rome, and then
returned to France ; where, by fuch kind of fervices as have
already been mentioned, he advanced himfelf to the highefl dig-

nities. He wrote, and preached, and difputed againit the re-

formed
;

particularly againll Du Pleilis Mornay, with whom he
had a public conference, in the prefencc of the king, at Fontain-

bleau. The king refolved to make him grand almoner of France,
to give him the archbilhopric of Sens, and wrote to Clement
Vni. to obtain for him the dignity of a cardinal ; which that

pope conferred on him, in 1604, with fingular marks of elleem.

The indifpofition of Clement foon after made the king refolve

to fend tlie F.^cnch cardinals to Rome ; where Du Perrnn was no
fooner arrived, than he was employed by the pope in the con-
gregations. He had a great fliare in the eledions of Leo X.
and Paul V. He airifted afterwards in the congregations upon
tlie iubjeiSl of Grace, and in the difputes which were agitated

between the Jelnits and the Doininicans : and it was principally

upon his advice, that the pope refolved to determine nothing
with refpedl to thefe queftions. He was fent a third time to

RoiTie, to accominodate the differences between Paul V. and the

republic of Venice. He was highly elleemed by that pope, who
had aifo fuch an opinion of the power of his eloquence and
addrefs, that he faid to thole about him, " Let us befeech God
to infpire cardinal Du Perron, for he will perfuadc us to do

•whatever he pleafes," The king ordered him to he fome time

at Roinc, to take the charge of his affairs; but his health not

permitting him to ffay long, he was recalled to France.

After the iniuder of Henry IV. which happened in 1610, he

devoted himfelf entirely to the court and fee of Rome, and pre-

vented every meafure in France, which might difpleaf'e that powder,

or hurt its interefls. He rendered ufelefs the arret of the par-

liament of Paiis, againfl the book of cp^dinal Bellarmine; and
favoured the infallibility of the pope, and his fuperiority over a

council, in a thcfis maiiuained in i6xr, before the nuncio. He
afterwards held a provincial affembly, in which he condemned
Rich.cr's b"ok, " concerning ccclefialiical and civil ainhority :"

itnd, being at the aifembly of Biois, he made an harangue to

prove, that tficy ought not to decide fome queliions, on account

of their being points of faith. He was one of the prefidents of

the .lifembly of the clergy, which v/as held at Rouen in 161 5 ;

and
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and made harangues to the king at the opening and fhutting of

that alfemhly, which were much applauded. This was the laft

fhiiiing acSlion of his life; for after this he retired to his houfe

ar Bagnolet, and employed himfclf wholly in reviHng and put-

ting the laft hand to his works. He fct up a printing- houfe

there, that he might have them piiblifhed corredlly ; and revifed

every (heet himlelf. He died at Paris, Sept. 5, 1618, aged 63.

He was a man of great abilities; had a lively and penetrating

wit, and a particular talent at making his views appear reafon-

able. He delivered himfclf upon all occafions with great clear-

nefs, dignity, and eloquence. He had a prodigious memory,
and had (ludied much. He was very well verfi^d in antiquity,

both eccleiiaftical and profane; and had read much in the fathers,

councils, and ecclefiaftical hiftorians, of which he knew how to

make the beft ufe againft his adverfaries. He was very powerful

in difpute, {o that the ableft miniiters were afraid of him ; and
he always confounded thofe who had the courage to engage with
him. He was warmly attached to the fee of Rome, and ftre-

nuous in defending its rights and prerogatives ; and therefore it

cannot be wondered, that his name has never been held in high

honour among thofe of his countrymen who have been accuf-

tomed to (tand up for the Galilean liberties.

The works of Du Perron, the greatefl part of which had been
printed feparately in his life time, were collc6led after his death,

and publilhed at Paris, 1620 and 1622, in 3 vols, folio. The
firif contains his great " Treatife upon the Eucharilt," againfi:

that of Du Plellis Mornay. The fecond, his " Reply to the

Anfwer of the King of Great Britain." The following was
the occafion ot that work : James I. of England feni to Henry
IV. of France a book, which he had written himfelf, concerning
differences in religion. Henry put it into the hands of Du Per-
ron's brother, who informed hismajefty, from what the cardinal

had obferved to him, that tliere were many paflages in that book,
in which the king of England feemed to come near the Catho-
lics ; and that it might be proper to fend fome able perfon, with
a view ot bringing him cn'irely over, Henry, taking the advice

of his prelates in this affair, caufed it to be propofed to the king
of England, whether or no he would take it in good part to

have the cardinal Du Perron fent to him ? who returned for

anfwer, that lie Ihould be well pleafed to confer with him, but
for reafons of (late could not do it. Ifaac Cafaubon, however, a
moderate perfon among the reformed, who had been engaged
in ieveral conferences with Du Perron about religion, and who
leemed much inclined to a re-union, was prevailed on to take a
voyage into England ; where he fpoke advantagcoufly of Du
Perron to the king, and prefented fome pieces of poetry to him,
v/hich the cardinal had put into his hands. The king received

L 4 them
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them kindly, and expreflTed much efleem for the author ; whick
Cafaubon noticing to Du Perron, he returned a letter of civility;

and thanks to his Britannic majefiy ; in which he told him, that,
*' except the fole title of Catholic, he could find nothing wanting
in his majefty, that was neceffary to make a mod perfe£l and
accompliOied prince." ^The king replied, that, " believing all

things v^'hich the ancients had unanimoudy thought necedary to

falvation, the title of Catholic could not be denied him," Ca-
faubon having fent this anfwer to Du Perron, he made a reply

to it in a letter, dated the 15th of July, 161 1, in which he fets

forth the reafons, that obliged him to refufe the name of Catholic

to his Britannic majefty. Cafaubon fent him a writing by way
of anfwer, in the name of the king, to all the articles of his

letter ; to which the cardinal made a large reply, which confti-

tutes the bulk of the fecond volume of his works. The third

contains his mifcellaneous pieces; among which are, " A6ls of
the Conference held at Fontainbleau againft Du Pleflis Mor-
riay;" moral and religious pieces in profe and verfe, orations,

diftlrtations, tranflations, and letters.

There was a fourth volume of his embaflies and negotiations,

colledled by Casfar de Ligni, his fecretary, and printed at Paris

in 1623, folio: but thefe are fnppofed not to have done him
inuch honour, as not fhewing that profound reach and infight

into things, without which no one can be an able negotiator.

There were alfo publifhed at''terwards, under his naine, " Per-

roniana," which, like moft of the anuy is a colleftion of pueril-

ities and impertinences.

PERROT (Nicolas), fieur d'AsLANCOURT, a fine ge-

nius of France, was born at Chalons, April 5, 1606 [b]. He
fprimg from a family which had been illuftrious in the law, and
the greateft care was beftowed on his education. His father

Paul Perrot, who was a Proteftant, and faiTious for his writings,

fent him to purfue his ftudies in the college of Sedan ; where he

made ^o rapid a progrefs, that, at thirteen, he had gone through

the claihcs. He was then taken home, and had an able mafter

provided, not only to go over his whole courfe of ftudy with him
again, but alfo to give him fome tincture of philofophy. After

having continued in this way about three years, he was fent to

Paris, where he ftudicd the law five or fix months, and was
afterwards admitted advocate of parliament ; but foon conceived

a difguft to the law. At twenty, he abj\ircd the Proteftant reli-

gion ; and foon after diliinguilhed himfclf in the republic of

letters, by writing a preface to the " Honnete Femme," for his

friend father Du Bofc, Scarcely was this preface, which is a

[b] Bayle's Dlft. Ablancourt's Life in tome 2<J. of Patru's Works, Dutch edition,

2692.
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jTiafter-piece in the French language, publlfhed, but he felt a

.defire to return to the religion he had quitted. He was then 27 j

and, that he might not do any thing ra(hly, he firft began to

ftiidy philofophy, and afterwards divinity. He pafled near three

years in this manner, v/ithout hinting his defign to any perfon ;

then fet out from Paris to Champagne, where he abjured popery
;

and very foon after went to Holland, till the clamour occafioned

by his quitting that religion was over. He was near a year in

Leyden, where he learned Hebrew, and contrafted a friendlhip

with Salmafius. From Holland he went to England ; then

returned to Paris ; and, after paffing fome weeks with M. Patru,

took an apartment near the Luxembourg. He pafled his days

very agreeably ; and though he devoted the greateft part of his

leifure to books, ufed to fee company, and was acquainted with

all the learned in Paris. In 1637, he was admitted a member of

the French academy, and foon after undertook a tranflation of

Tacitus. While he was thus employed, he was forced to leave

Paris, on accqunt of the wars ; and therefore retired to his eftate,

called Ablancourt, where he lived till his death. He died Nov.

37, 1664, of the gravel, with which he had beqn afflidled all

his life.

He was a inan of great acutenefs, imagination, judgement,
and learning, and equal to the produ6lion of any work

;
yet we

have no original pieces of his, excepting the *' Preface" above
mentioned, " A Difcourfe upon the Immortality of the Soul,"

and a few letters to Patin. But he made French tranflations of
many ancient writers with great elegance, purity, and chaftenef^

of ftyle [c] ; tiiough, like a man of genius, not without taking

too great liberties, by deviating as often from the fenfe of his

original, as he thought he could improve upon it. Tacitus,

J^ucian, Casfar, Thucydides, Arrian, are among the authors he
tranllated. When he was afked, why he chofe to be a tranf-

lator, rather than an author, he anfwered, that *' he was neither

a divine nor lawyer, and confequently not qualified to compofe
pleadings or fermons ; that the world was filled with treatifes

on politics; that all difcourfes on morality were only fo many
repetitions of Plutarch and Seneca ; and that, to ferve one's

country, a man ought rather to tranflate valuable authors, than
to write new books, which feldom publiOi any thing new."
The minifter Colbert, judging him very capable of writing the
** Hiftory of Louis XIV." recommended him to that monarch

;

who however, upon being informed that Perrot was a Proteftant,

faid, that " he would not have an hiftorian of a religion diffe-

rent from his own." He had a mofl: delightful and ini'truclive

way of converfing [d], and ufed to throw out fo many valua-

[c] Baillet's Jugemens ies Sjava^s. [d] Vide Menagiana,

ble



154 PERSIUS:

ble things, that PellifTon faid, " is was pity a clerk was not
always (landing by him, to write down all he fpoke."
PERRY (Johm), captain, a celebrated engineer [e], refided

many years in Ruffia, having been recommended to the czar Peter
•while in England, as a perfon capable of ferving him on feveral

occafions, relating to his new defign of eftablithing a fieet, mak-
ing his rivers navigable, kc. He was taken into his fervice at

a falary of 300I. per annum, with travelling charges, and fub-

fiflence money, on whatever fervice he fliould be employed
;

befides a further reward to his fatisfaftion, at the conclnfion of

any work he Ihould finifli. After fome converfation with th6

czar himfelf, particularly towards making a communication
between the rivers Volga and Don, he was employed on this

work three fummers fucceflively ; but not being properly fup-

plied with men, partly on account of the ill fuccefs of the czar
againll: the Swedes at the battle of Narva, and partly by the

difcouragement of the governor of Aftracan, he was ordered at

the end of 1707 to flop, and next year employed in refitting the

fhips at Veronife, and 1709 in making the river of that nam6
navigable. After repeated difappointments, and fruitlcfs appli-

cations for his falary, he at laft quitted the kingdom, under rhfc

protedlion of Mr. Whitworfh, the Englifh ambaffador, in 171 2.,

See his Narrative in the Preface to " The State of Rulfia."

In 1721 he was employed in (lopping, with fuccefs, the breach

at Dagenham, wherein feveral other undertakers had failed ;

and the fame year about the harbour at Dublin, to the obje61ions

againft which he then publifhed an " Anfwer." He was author

of" The State of Ruflla, 1716," 8vo, and " An Account of the

flopping of Dagenham Breach, 1721," 8vo; and died Feb. ir,

1733-
PERSIUS (AuLUS Flaccus), an ancient Latin poet, who

wrote fatires under the reign of Nero
|
f |, was born at Vola-

terras in Hetruria, in the 22d year of Tiberius's reign. He was

a Roman knight, and allied to perfons of the fir(l rank ; to the

famous Arria in particular, wife of the unfortunate Pastus Thra-
fea. He continued at Volaterra till he was twelve years old

;

and was then removed to Rome, where he purfued his (Indies

under Pala^mon the grammarian, and Virginius Flaccus the rhe-

torician. He afterwards, at fixteen, applied hiimfelf to philo-

fophy under Cornutus, a Stoic, who entertained fo great a love

for him, that there was ever after a moll intimate friendlhip

between them. Perlius has immortalized that friendihip in his

fifth Satire, and his thankfiilnefs for the good offices of his

friend ; which he Ihewed Hill farther by his will, in which he

[e] Hiftory ot" the Spalding Society.

[r] Perfii vita a Suctonio. Rule's Dift. Persius.

left
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left him his library, and a great deal of money: but Cornutus,

like a true philotopher, who knew how to praiStife what he

taught, accepted only the books, and left the money to the heirs.

He advifed the mother of his friend to fupprefs fome pieces of

poetry which he had made in his youth ; thinking, no doubt,

that rhey would not anfvver the great reputation of thofe which
had been publiflied: among which was " A Panegyric upon
the illuftrious Arria." Perfius ftudied with Lucan under Cor-
nutus, and was highly admired by him ; and at length became
acquainted with Seneca, but coidd never rightly relifh him. He
was a very excellent man ; a good friend, a good fon, a good
brother, and a good relation. He was very beautiful, yet very

chade ; fober, meek, and modell:: which Ihews how wrong it

is to judge of a man's morals by hi? writings ; for the falires of
Perfius are not only licentious, but (hnrp and full of bitternefs.

He wrote but feldom ; and it was fome time before he applied

himfelf regularly to it. It was the reading Lucilius's tenth book
which put him upon writing fatires; in which he inveighed fo

particularly againlt bad poets, that he is fuppofed not to have

fpared even Nero himfelf. It is difficult however to point out,

as fome commentators have attempted, where he glances at that

emperor; and 11:111 more difficult, to believe, what has ufually

been fuppofed, that the four bombafi: lines in his firft Satire

were taken from fome of Nero ; fmce it is not poffible to con-

ceive how the fatirid could have efcaped unpunilhed for fo dire6l

a piece of ridicule on a tyrant, who was of nothing more jea-

lous than his reputation as a poet. Such a fuppo{ition is alfo

totally inconfiilent with theexcufe which has ever been alledged

for the obfcurity of this poet, namely, the rigour of Nero's

domination, which made all people afraid. Bayle calls Perfius

the Lycophron of the Latins ; but will not allow the canfe jufl

mentioned to be a fufficient excufe for the harlhnefs and obfcu-

rity of his llyle : he thinks that Perfius's (lyle and manner of

writing was not afFe6led in the leaft out of policy, but was
formed out of his nature, his genius, and manner of thinking.

We may add, that if Perfius really meant to Hitirize Nero, and
yet to be obfcure, he concerted a very odd plan : for if he meant
to be obfcure and unintelligible, what muit become of the

fatire i* if he meant to be jud: intelligible enough, that the em-
peror might only fufpe£l himfelf to be fatirized, this was at leaft

as bad as open, and avow^ed ridicule ; and might poffibly create

even a ftronger difpjeafure, from that principle in human nature,

which makes us prone to fufpecl more than is meant.

Perfius was of a weak conflitution, and troubled with a bad
ftomach ; of which he died in his 30th year. Six of his fatires

remain, in their judgements of which the critics have been much
<iivided. As a poet, he is certainly inferior to Horace and

Juvonal

;
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Juvenal ; and all the labours of Ifaac Cafaubon, who has written

a moft learned and elaborate comnnentary upon him, cannot

make him equal to either of them as a fatirid, though in virtue

and learning he exceeded both. He was a profeflTed imitator of

Horace, yit had little of Horace's wit, eafe, and talent at ridi-

cule. Wit was not Perfius's province : which he feems to have

known, for he feldom aims at it; and when he docs, is far from
being happy in it. Hs llvle is grand, figurative, poetical, and
fuitabie to the dignity of the Stoic philofophy : and hence he

(hines moit in r^co mending virtue and integrity : here it is

that fatire becomes him. He was too grave to court the Mufes
with fuccefs : but he had a great foul, fiifceptible of noble fenti-

ments, which give a grace even to indifferent poetry. His con-
temporaries thought highly of him. Q^untilian allows, that

Perfius [g], although he wrote but one book of fatires, acquired

a great deal of true glory, " Multum et verae glorias qnamvis
uno libro Perfius meruit :" and Martial fays [h] n-.uch the fame
thing: *' Saspius in libro memoratur Pi^rfuis uno," Sec.

The belt edition of this poet is that of London, 1647, ^^^»

with " Cafaubon's Commentary." He is ufually to be found
in the editions of Juvenal : but neither of them have had that

critical labour beftowed upon them, which they well deferve,

and which has fallen to the fhare of much inferior authors.

PERUGINO (PiETRo), a celebrated Italian painter, the

mafttr of Raphael, was born in 1446, at Perugia, whence he

took the name that has totally obliterated his family appella-

tion. His parents were poor, but, being defirous to put him in

a way of fupporting himfelf, placed him with a painter, under
whom he imbibed at leaft a ftrong enthufiafm for his art, and
defire to excel in it. His application to ftudy was intenfe, and
when he had made a fufficient progrefs, he went to Florence,

and became a difciple of Andrea Verocchio. From this painter

he acquired a graceful mode of defigning heads, particularly

thofe of his female figures. He rofe by degree to confiderable

eminence, and was employed by Sixtus IV. to paint feveral

pieces for his chapel at Rome. Great as his talents were, he

was unfortunately infe6ted with the vice of covetoufnefs. It

was from this cauie that, when he returned to Florence, he

quarrelled with Michael Angelo Buonaroti, and behaved fo ill,

that the Florentines, being enraged againft him, drove him from
their city : on which he returned to his native Perugia. 1'he

fame foible proved accidentally the caufe of his death; for, having

accumulated fome money, which he was very anxious not to

lofe, he always carried it about him. He continued this prac-

tice till fome thief robbed him of his treafure, and, the grief for

[g] Inftit. Orat. lib, x. [h] Epigr. zg. lib. iv.

his
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his lofs being too fevere for hisflrength, h^ died in 1524, at the

age of 78.

His touch was light, and his pi6lures highly finifhed ; but his

manner was ftifF and dry, and his outline was frequently incor-

re6l. His mofl capital painting is in the church of St. Peter at

Perugia. It is an altar- piece, the fubjecSt of which is the afcen-

fion of Chrift. The difciples are there reprefented in various at-

titudes, but all dire6ling their eyes to heaven, and looking after

the Lord, who is fuppofed to have afcended.

PERUZZI (Baldassare), a painter of hiftory and archi-

te£lure, was born either at Volterra or Siena, but more probably

the former, in 1481. His father certainly fettled afterwards

at Siena, where the fon commenced his Ihidies as a painter.

When he had gained a competent degree of knowledge, he

copied the works of the bed mafters, with a diligence and fuc-

cefs that were equally extraordinary. From Siena he went to

Rome, where he was employed by the pope Alexander VI,
Julius II, and Leo X, in their palaces, and in feveral chapels

and convents. He was particularly fuccefiiful in painting archi-

tedlure, and fo completely underftood the principles of Chiaro
Oi'curo, and of perfpeclive, that even Titian is faid to have feen

the effeds with furprife, being hardly able to believe that what
he faw was the work of the pencil, and not real architecture.

His ufual fubjedls were ftreets, palaces, corridors, porticoes,

and the infides of magnificent apartments, which he reprefented

with a truth that produced an abfolute deception. He received

fome inftrudions from Bramante, the architedl of St. Peter's,

and was himfelf employed by Leo X. in forming defigns and
models for that building. He was unfortunately in Rome when
it was facked by the army of Charles V. in 1527, and was m.ade

a prifoner, but obtained his liberty by painting a portrait of the

conftable de Bourbon. Peruzzi died in 1556, very poor, though
he had been always in great employment. They who were
indebted to him were not always very ready to pay, and he was
too modeft to demand his right, by which means he loft a great

part of what he had fairly earned.

PESSELIER (Charles Stephen), member of the acade-

mies of Nancy, of Amiens, of Rouen, and Angers, was born
at Paris on the 9ih of July, 1712, of a reputable family [i].

In his early youth his progrefs in his ihidies was rapid. His
adiduous application, his lively genius, and mild demeanour,
conciliated the efteem of his matter, and gained the friendihip of
his juvenile companions. His tafte for poetry was apparent at

a very early period ; but the defigns of his parents for the

advancement of his fortune would not permit him to refiga

[i] Eloge de M. PeOelier par M. Caflelhon.
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himfelf entirely to Jiis favourite piirfuits, and he facrificed m
fome degree iiis propenfity to their wifhes. He was placed

under M. RoUand an advocate, and conftantly attended to the

regular difcharge of bufmefs. His leifure hours were devoted

to the Mufe, and he gave up that time to poetry, which by many
at his age is facrificed to pleafure. In 1738 his " Ecole dii

Temps," a Comedy, in verfe, was reprefented with applaufe on
the Italian theatre. Encouraged by this fuccefs, and with the

approbation of M. Rolland, he produced in the following year at

the French theatre his " Efope au Parnalie," a Comedy in vcrfe.

The reputation of the young poet and his character for probity

recommended him to M. Lallemand of Bety, a farmer general,

who was at that time forming a fyftem of finance, and who
felicitated himfelf in procuring fuch an afliltant, and in attach-

ing him to his interell. I'he occupations ificident to this new
department were probably the caufes which prevented Pelfelier

from producing any other pieces for the frage. Poetry vvas,

however, itill the amufement of the time that could be fpared

from bulinefs. In 174.8, he publifhed his fables, and among
his dramatic works appears a Comedy " La Mafcarade du Par-

naffe," in verfe, and in one ad:, vv'hich was never performed.

His attachment to poetry could not prevent him from dedi-

cating foms of the moments that could be (p^red from the

labours of finance, to the elucidation of that fcience. Accord-

ingly he publiflied the profpedtus of a work upon that fubjeft.

This publication, exhibiting in one view a perfeft knowledge
and extenfive profpecls, for the improvement of that necclfary

refource, attraded the attention of the miniflry, who eflablilhed

an office for promoting the plan, and placed the author at the

head of it with appointments proportioned to his talents, and the

importance of his labours. The views of Pelfelier now extended

further than the operations of finance. He undertook a treatife

on the cuflomary laws of the kingdom, of which however only

the preliminary difcourfe appeared. Soon afterwards he pub-

liflied his ** Letters on Education," in two volumes i2mo.
Incelfant application, and a delicate conllitution, with ar>

extreme vivacity of fpirits prob^ibly fhortened his life. His
health began to decline ; but he ceafed not from his diligence.

His attention to the bufinefs of his office was almoll without

remifiion; till, overcoine by fatigue, he fell fick in November,
1762, languiilied under his diforder for fix months, and died

the 24th of April, 1763.
PETAVIUS (DiONYsius), or Denis Petau, a French

Jefuit of inimenfe erudition, was of a good family, and born at

Orleans, Aug. the 2ift, 1583, His father was a man of learn-

ing; and, feeing ftrong parts and a genius for letters in bis fon,

took
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took all podible means to improve them to the utmoft. He
nftd to tell his fon, that he ought to qualify himfelf fo, as to

be able to attack and confound " the giant of the Allophylas ;"

meankig the redoubtable Jofeph Scaliger, whofe abilities and
learning were fuppofed to have done fuch fervice to the

reformed. Young Petavius feems to have entered into his

father's views ; tor he ftudied very intenfely, and afterwards

levelled much of his erudition againft Scaliger. He joined the

ftudy of. the mathematics with that of the belles lettres ; and
then applied to a courfe of philofophy, which he began in the

college of Orleans, and finilhed at Paris. After this, he main-
tained thefes in Greek, v.-hich language was as familiar to him
as Latin ; and Latin he is faid to have underflood better

than his own native language, the French. When he was
pretty well grown up, he had free accefs to the king's library,

which he often vilited, for the fake of confulting Latin and
Greek manufcripts. Among other advantages which accom-
panied his literary purfuits, was the fricndihip of Ifaac Cafau-
bon, whom Henry IV. called to Paris in 1600. It was at his

inftigation, that Petavius, young as he was, undertook an edi-

tion of "The Works of Synelius;" that is, to correct the

Greek from the manufcripts, to tranflate that part which yet

remained to be tranflated into Latin, and to write notes upon
the whole. He was but nineteen when he was made profelTor

of philofophy in the univerfity of Bourges ; and he fpent the

two following years in Itudying the ancient philofophers and
mathematicians. In 1604, when Morel, profelfor of the Greek
tongue at Paris, publillied " The Works of Chryfoftom," fome
part ot Petavius s labours on Synefius were added to them :

from the title of which Ave learn, that he then Latinized his

tiame to Partus, which h.e afterwards changed into Petavius.

His own edition of '.* The Works of Synefius" did not appear
till 1612.

He entered into the fociety of the Jefuits in 1605, and diiJ

great honour to it afterwards by his vaft and profound erudi-

tion. He became zealous for the Catholic church ; and there

was no way of ferving it more agreeable to his humour, than

that of criticizing and abuling its adverfaries. Scaliger was the

perfon againlt whom he was molt bitter ; but he did not
Ipare his friend Cafaubon, whenever he came in h's way.
There is no occafion to enter into a great detail about a man,
whofe whole life was fpent in reading and writing, and per-

forming the feveral offices of his oruer. The hiftory of a
learned man is the hiflory of his works ; and, as by far thfe

greater part of Petavius's writings are controveriial or dodrinal,
a minute account of them would be dry and uninterefling. He
bad proceeded regularly in his ftudies from his infancy; he

began
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began with grammar, then applied himfelf to rhetoric ana'

poetry, then went to hiftory, geography, and chronology. In'

fhort, he made himfelf an univerfal fcholar, and k mafter In

almoft all languages, particularly in the Latin, in which he haS

written the principal part of his numerous produ6liOns^ with
great corredtnefs and elegance^

He excelled particularly in the obfctire fcience of chronbl6gy»

The learned world in general are obliged to him for fome exa6t

and curious difquifitions upon this fubje(5l : and, if his zeal in

oppofing Jofeph Scaliger had not carried him fometimes too

far, his writings of this kind would have been unexception-

able. In 1633, he publiihed an excellent work, entitled,

*' Rationarium Temporum :'* it is an abridgement of univerfal

hiflory, from the earliell: times down to 1632, digefted in a

chronological order, and fupported all the way by references

to proper authorities. There is a letter of Gaifendus to Schei-

ner, dated the 13th of April, 1632, in which we may fee a

character of this work, much to its credit. The words of

Gaflendus are thefe :
" Oftendi tuas literas eruditiffim.o Peta-

vio, quicum bene divinafti confuetudinem mihi intercedere.

OfFendi ilium ad calcem pene pra:-clarae cujufdam opellae, cui

titulum facit Rationarium Chronologicum. Volumen erit fatis

juflum in i2mo, quo major lux hillorias nulla. Sic enim vir

magnus Chronologum agit, fidem ubique fibi faciens, et cha-

ra6leres temporum infignes paflim inferens, ut tamen quafi

feriem texat univerfal hifloria: [k]." It went through feveral

editions : many additions and improvements have been made to

it, both by Pctavius himfelf, and by Perizonius and others after

his death : and Le Clerc publiihed an abridgement of it, as far

down as to 800, under the title of, *' Compendium Hiflorias

Univerfalis," in 1697, i2mo.
This celebrated father, after a life of labour, died at Paris,

Dec. II, 1652, aged 69, He was, in the opinion of Gaflen-

dus [l], the moft confummate fcholar the Jefuits ever had j and
indeed we cannot fuppofe him to have been inferior to the firft

fcholars of any order, while we conlider him waging war, as

he did frequently with fuccefs, againfl Scaliger, Salmafius, and
other chiefs in the republic of letters. His judgement, as may
eafily be conceived, was inferior to his learning ; and his coii-

troverfial writings are full of that fournefs and fpleen, which
appears fo manifeftly in all the reprefentations of his counte-

nance. Bayle has obferved, that Petavius did the Socinians

great fervice, though unawares, and againfl his intentions; and
upon this occafion quotes the following paifage from the " Let-*

tres Choifies" of Mr. Simon :
" If tliere be any thing to cenfure

[k] Gaflendi Opera, vol. vi. [l] In vjt. Perefchii,

in
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III Petavius's Works, it is chiefly in the fecond tome of his

* Dogmata Theologica,' in which he feems to favour the

Arians. It is true, that he foftened thofe pafl"ages in his pre-

face ; but as the body of the work continues entire, and the

preface, which is an excellent piece, came afterwards, it has

not entirely prevented the harm which that book is like to do
at this time, when the new Unitarians boaft, that father Peta-

vius declared for them." The affair was this : The Jefuit's

original defign, in the fecond volume of his " Dogmata Theo-
logica," was, to reprefent ingenuoufly the dodlrine of the thred

firft centuries. Having no particular fyftem to defend, he did

not difguife the opinions of the fathers ; but acknowledged that

fome of them entertained falfe and abfurd notions concerning
the myftery of the Three Perfons. Being admonifhed of this,

and perceiving that evil confequences might arife from it,

which he had not forefeen, he wrote his " Preface ;" in which
he laboured folely to alfert the orthodoxy of the fathers, and
thus was forced, in fome meafure, to contradi6t what he had
advanced in the '* Dogmata." This was a hard trial ; but in

controverfial points, on obfcure fubje6ls, it is difficult for a

writer to be fo cautious, as not to give fome advantage to his

fidverfaries.

PETER THE Great, czar of Ruffia, who civilized that

nation, and raifed it from ignorance and barbarifm, to polite-

nefs, knowledge, and power, was a man of fo wonderful a com-
pofition and charadler, that the hiftory of his life and adions,
recent as it is, feems to carry with it much of that romantic
air which runs through the hiftory of Thefeus and other ancient

heroes.

Peter was born the 30th of May, 1672 [m], and was fon of
the Czar Alexis Michaelowitz by a fecond wife. Alexis dying
in 1672, Feodor, or Theodore, his eldeft fon by his firft wife,
fucceeded to the throne, and died in 1682. Upon his deceafe,

Peter, though but ten years of age, was proclaimed czar, to the

exclufion of John his elder brother, who was of a weak body,
and a weaker mind. The ftrelitzes, who were the eftablifhed

guard of the czars, as the janifaries are of the grand feigniors,

made an infurre6lion in favour of John ; and this they did at

the infligation of the princefs Sophia, who, being own fifter to

John, hoped, perhaps, to be fole regent, fince John was inca-

pable of ading; but certainly to enjoy a greater fhare of autho-
rity under John, than if the power was lodged folely in hei

half-brother Peter. However, to put an end to this civil tumult,
the matter was at laft compromifed ; and it was agreed, that

[m] Voltaire's Hill, of Peter the Great. Gen. Dift. Elo§. on hh Imperial Majefty
Peter I. Czar of Ruflia, by M. de Fontenelle

Yot. XII. M the
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the two brothers fliould jointly fhare the imperial dignity. The
Ruffian education was at that time, like the country, barbaroxi?,

fo that Peter had no advantages ; and further, the princefs

Sophia, who, with great parts, was a lady of great ambition
and intrigue, took all imaginable pains, and ufed all the means
ihe could, to ftitie his natural defire of knowledge, to deprave

and corrupt his mind, and to debafe and enervate him with

pleafures. Neverthelefs, his abhorrence of pageantry, and love

of military exercifes, difcovered itfelf in his tendereft years;

andy to gratify this inclination, he formed a company of fifty

men, commanded by foreign officers, and clothed and excrcifed

after the German manner. He entered himfelf among them

in the loweft poft, and performed the duties of it with the

iitmoft diligence. He ordered them entirely to torget that he

was czar, and paid the utmoft deference and fubmillion to the

.commanding officers. He fed upon his pay only, and lay in a

tent rn the rear of his company. He was fome time after

raifed to be a ferjeant, but only as he was intitled to it by his

merit ; for he would have puniflied his foldiers, had they dif-

covered the leaft partiality in his favour : and he never rofe

otherwife, than as a foldier of fortune. The flrelitzes looked

upon all this no otherwife, than as the amufement <A' a young;

prince : but the czar, who faw they were too formidable, and

entirely in the intereft of the princefs Sophia, had fecretly a

defign of crufhing them ; which he wifely thought could not

be better effeded, than by fecnring to himfelf a body of troops,
,

more {lri61;ly difciplined,. and on whofe fidelity he could more

fully rely.

At the fame time, he had another project in view, of Vaft

importance, and moft difficult execution. The fight of a fmall

Dutch vefTel, which he had m.et with on a lake, where it laV

ufelefs and negledted, made a wonderful impreHion on his

mind, and he conceived thoughts of forming a navy ; a defign,

which probably then feemed next to impoifible, even to liimfelf

,[n]. His firft care was to get Hollanders to build fome fmali

veifels at Mofcow, and afterwards four frigates, of four guns

each, on the lake of Pereflave. He had already taught them to

combat one another ; and in order to inftruft himfelt in naval

affciirs, he paifed two fummers fucceffively on board Englilh or

Dutch fliips, which fet out from Archangel. In 1696, the czar

John. died, 5rld Peter became fole mafter of the empire. Hfe

began his reign with the fiege of Afoph, thea in the hands <Jf

the Turks, but did not take it till 1697. He had already ferit

[n] See " An Account of the Rile czar Peter himfelf, and printed in the

and Naval Power of Rullia, or', the Story f£c6nd'vohtme bt " The Prefent Stue and

of the little Boat which gave Rife to the Regulations, of the Church of Hullia."

Ruffian Fleet," 6id to be written by the Ey^Tho. Confcct, M. A. „

3
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for Venetians, to build gallies on the ri\'er Don, which might

lliut up the mouth of that river, and prevent the Turks from
relieving the place. This gave him a Itronger idea than ever,

of the importance and necelhty of a naval force
;

yet he could

have none but foreign (hips, none at leail but what he was
obliged to employ foreigners in building. He was defirous of

furmounting thefe difadvantages, but the affairs he projected

were of too new and fmgular a nature to be fo much as confi-

dered in his council : and indeed they were not proper to be
communicated. He refolved therefore fmgly to manage this

bold undertaking; with which view, in 1698, he fent an em-
bai]'y to Holland, and went himfelf incognito in the retinue.

He entered himfelf in the India admiralty-office at Amfterdam
[o], caufed himfelf to be inrolled in the lift of iliip-car-

penters ; and worked in the yard with greater affiduity than

any body there. His quality was known to all ; and they

fliewed him to one another with a fort of veneration. King
William, who was then in Holland, paid him all the refpeit

that was due to his uncommon qualities ; and the czar's dif-

guife freed him from that which was merely ceremonious and
(.roublefome. The czar worked with fuch fuccefs, as in a

little time to pafs for a good carpenter ; and afterwards ftudied

the proportions of a fliip. He then went into England ; where,
in four m.onths, he made himfelf a complete mafter in the art

of fhip-building, by ftudying the principles of it mathemati-
cally, which he had no opportunity of learning in Holland.

In England he met with a fecond reception from king Wil-
liam ; who, to make him a prefent agreeable to his tafte, and
which might ferve as a model of the art he was fo very defirous

to learn, gave him a magnificent yacht. He carried with him
from England feveral Englifh fhip-buildcrs and artificers,

among whom was one whole name was Noy; but the czar
took alfo upon himfelf the title of a mafter-builder, and was
pleafed to fubmit to the conditions of that charader. Thus he
and Noy received orders from the lord high admiral of Rulfia, to

build each of them a man of war ; and, in compliance with
that order, the czar gave the firft proof of his art. He never
ceafed to purfue it, but had always a fhip upon the ftocks ; and,
at his death, left one of the largeft Ihips in Europe half-built.

During the czar's abfence, the princefs Sophia, being uneafy
under her confinement, and meditating to regain that liberty

which fhe had forfeited by former infurre6lions, found means
to correfpond with the ftrelitzes, who were now quartered at a
diftance from Mofcow, and to inftigate them to a third rebel-

lion in her favour. The news of this obliged him to haflen

[oj Voltaire, Fontenciic, Sr-c.
,
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home: and, arriving at Mofcow about the end of 169^, h*
executed terrible vengeance upon the ringleaders

;
yet took no

other fatisfadlion of his lifter the princefs, than by continuing
her confinement in the nunnery, and hanging up the prieft,

who had carried her letters, on a gallows before her window.
In 1700, he got together a body of (landing forces, confifting

of thirty thoufand foot ; and now the vaft projedl which he had
formed began to difplay itfelf in all parts. He firft fent the

chief nobility of his empire into foreign countries, to improve
themfelves in knowledge and learning: he opened his domi-
nions, which till then had been ihut up, and invited all ftrangers

who were capable of inftru6ting his (ubjedls ; and he gave the

kindeft reception to all land and fea officers, failors, methema-
ticians, architeds, miners, workers in metals, phyficians, fur*

geons, and indeed operators and artificers of every kind, who
would fettle in his dominions. In the mean time, he had to do
with a dull, heavy, untoward people ; fo that it is no wonder,
that proceedings fo new and ftrange iliould raife many difcon-

tents and tumults. They did fo ; and it was fometi:iies as

much as the czar could do, to ftifie and fupprefs them.
One very fmgular reafon, on which thefe difcontents were

grounded, was, that the Ruffians confidered grandeur and fupe-

riority, the czar's great objeft, in no other light than as a

power of doing evil. In 1700, being ftrengthened by an alli-

ance with Auguftus king of Poland, he made war upon Charles
XII, of Sweden ; from continuing which, he was not deterred

by the ill fuccefs of his firft campaigns : for he ufed to fay, ** I

know that my armies muft be overcome for a great while ; but
even this will at laft teach them to conquer." Afterwards,
however, he gained confiderable advantages in Livonia and
Ingria, provinces fubjecff to the Swedes. His acquifitions here

were fo important, that they induced him to build a fortrefs,

whofe port, fituated on the Baltic, might be large enough to

receive a fieet ; and accordingly, in 1703, he laid the founda-

tion of PeterftDurg, now one of the ftrongell cities in Europe,
which was to him what Alexandria was to Alexander. He
waged war with the Swedes for feveral years, and, without
ever gaining any confiderable advantage, was frequently moft
miferably beat by them. But firmnefs of mind and perfever-

ance were qualities peculiarly eminent in him ; and therefore

at length, in 1709, he obtained a compl^^te victory over them
in his own dominions, at Pultowa. A great part of the Swedilh
army were made prifoners. The SwedHh generals who were
taken were conftantly entertained at his own table ; and one
day, when he had drunk a health to his mafters who had

inftrudled him in the art of war, count Rinfchild, a chief officer

among the prifoners, afked him, *' Who they were whom he

: . . honoured
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honoured Avith Co glorious a title ?' " Yourfelves, gentlemen,"

faid he. " Your majelly is very ungrateful then," replied the

count, ** to have fo beaten your mafters." Upon which the

czar, to make them fonie reparation for this ingratitude, imme-
diately gave orders that their fwords Ihoidd be returned them ;

and treated them with the greatert generofity and goodnefs.-

Near 3000 Swedifii officers, hov/evcr, W'ere difperfed up and

down his dominions, and particularly in Siberia, a country of

valt extent, and running as far as China; and, having little

profpe£t of returning to Sweden, they foon formed a kind of

colony, and began to apply themfelves to the various profeilions;

with which they were acquainted. Thus they forwarded the

czar's great purpofe, in polifhing and civilizing the ancient

inhabitants of the country ; and many arts, which, although

cdablifhed at Mofcow and Peterfburg, might not have reached

Siberia a long time, were thus fuddenly eltablilhed there.

In the mean time, Peterfburg had rifen into a large and

powerful city ; and the king of Sweden having been obliged to

fly from Pultowa to Bender in the Ttirkifh dominions for refuge,

the czar availed hjmfelf greatly of his abfence : he naade a comi*

plete conqueft of Livonia and Ingria ; to which he added Fin-

land, and a part of Pomerania. The Turks having broken a

truce they had concluded with him, he was inclofed by their

army in 171 2, on the banks of the Pruth ; and that in fo difad-

vantageous a fituation, that he feemed to be inevitably loft.

While the army was under great confternation, the czarina Cathe^.

rine projedfed an expedient for its deliverance. She fent to

negotiate with the grand vizir, and let him privately know, that

a great fum of money was at his fervice : he was tempted, and
the czar's prudence completed the work. To perpetuate the

memory of this event, he caufed the czarina to inffitute the

Order of St. Catherine, of which (he was declared fovereign,

and into which none but women were to be admitted. The
king of Sweden having at lafl quitted the Turkifh dominions, in-

1713, the czar found this formidable enemv advancing to oppofe
him : but he was now ftrengthened by an alliance with the king
of Denmark. He carried the war into the dutchy of HoHlein,
which was in alliance with the Swedes; and, in 1714, obtained

over them a vi£lory at fea, near the coafts of Finland, upon
which he entered triumphantly with his fleet into the haven of
Peterfburg.

All this while he continued his purfuits after all kinds of
knowledge. He caufed his engineers to draw the plan of every
city, and to take deligns of all the different machines which he
had not in his own country. He inftrudted himfelf in hufbandry,
and in all forts of trade, wherever he came. In 17 16, he paid
a vifit, with his confort, to the king of Denmark at Copenhagen,

M 3 where
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where he fpcnt three months. He vifited there every fchool ©f
the univerfity, and all the men of letters: for, regardlefs of

ceremony and pageantry, which he hated, it was indifferent to

him, whether they waited on him, or he went to them. He
coafted every day fome part of the kingdoms of Denmark and
Sweden, attended by two engineers; furveyed all the wind-

ings, founded every part of the {traits, and afterwards had the

"whole fo exa6lly defcribed in charts, that not fo much as the

jfmalleft fhelf or bank of fand efcaped his obfervation. From
Copenhagen he went to Hamburgh, Hanover, Wolfenbuttie, and

from thence to Holland. Here he left the czarina, and went to

France in 1717; and, in June that year, vilhed the royal aca-

demy of fciences at Paris, where he was entertained by feeing

the latefl invented and inofl curious machines and experiments.

He was no.fooner returned to his ovvn dominions, than he fig-

jiified his inclination of becoming a member of that fociety
;

ind- the academy having irtade their mod refpe«5lful acknow-
ledgements for the great honour he did them, he wrote them a

Jjetter with his own hand. Thefe particulars may be feen in the

birtory,';of that academy for the year 1720: the academy fent

him every year a volume of their proceedings, to which, as an

academician, he' was entitled; and he always accepted it with

pleafure, as from his brethren.

- It would be endlefs to enumerate all the various eftablifh-

tneiits, for which the Ruffians are indebted to this great emperor:

Fontenelieihas recorded fome of the principal, and they mud
alfo have id place here. He [p] eftablii'>ied, i. A body of

1 00, coo foot, under as regular a difcipline as ^-ny in Europe.

2. A, navy of forty ihips of the line, and 200 gallics. 3. ioiii-

ficatioTis in all main t:)wns, and an excellent civil government in

the great cities, v.'hich before were as dangerous in the night, as

the mofi unfrequented deferts, 4. An academy for naval affairs

and navigation, where all the nobility arc obliged to fend fome

of their children. 5. Colleges at Mofcow, Peterfburg, and

Kiof, for languay-:s, polite literature, and mathematics ; and

fchools in the villages, where the children of the peafants are

taught to read and write. 6. A college of phyficians, and a

noble difpenfatory at Mofcow, which furnifhes medicines to the

great cities, and to the armies ; whereas before, there was no

phyfician but the czar's, and no apothecary in all his dominions.

7. Public 1- 61ures in anatomy, a word never heard before in

Ruflia. Voltaire relates, that the czar had fludied this branch

of knowledge imder Ruyfch at Amfterdam ; and made fucb im-

provements undtr this maflcr, as to perform even chirurgical

operations himfelf. He afterwards purchafed the cabinet of that

[p] Eulo^iuiw, &;c.

anatomilt.
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anatomlft, whick contained an immenfc coUedion of the moft

curious, in(tru6live, aud uncommon preparations. 8. An ob-

servatory, not only tor the ufe of all ronomers, but iis a repofi-

tory for natural curiofities. 9. A phyfic garden, to be (locked

with plants, not only from all partsof Europe, but from Afia,

Perfia, and even the diltant parts of China. 10. Printing-houfes,;

where he aboliihed their old barbarous charaders, \yhich, through

the great number of abbreviations, were almo(t: become unintel--

ligible. II. Interpreters for all the languages of Europe; and

liivewife (or the Latin, Greek, Turki(h, Kalmuc, Mogul, and
Chinefc. 12. A royal library, compofed of three very large collec-

tions, which he purchafed in England, HoUlein, and Germany.
The.Ce, and many more, were particular inflitutions and efta-

blifhrneats: but the czar made general reformations, to which
indeed the other were only iubfervient. He changed the archi-

tcdure of his country, which was ugly and deformed; or, more
properly, he firif introduced that fcience into his dominions. He
fent for a great niimber of pi6lures from Italy and France ; and
thus inftructed in the art of painting a people, who knew no
more of it, than what they could colle£l from the wretched
daubing of men who painted the imaginary heads of faints. He
fent (hips laden with merchandize to Genoa and Leghorn, which
returned freighted with marble and iiatues: and pope Clement
XI. pleafed with his tarte, prefented him with a fine antique,

which the czar, not caring to tru/i by fea, ordered to be brought
to Peteriburg by land. Religion was not ncgledted in this gene-
ral reform : ignorance and fuperftition had over-run it fo much,
that it fcarcely merited the name of ChriHian. The czar intro-

duced knowledge, where it was miferably wanted; and this

knov/ledge enabled him to abolilh falls, miracles, and faint-

worfliip, in a good degree at leaft. He ventured further than to

the correction of rites: he abolidied the patriarchate, though
pretty much independent of him ; and thus got rid of a power,
which was always interrupting and difconcerting his meafures.

He look away part of the revenues of thofe churches and monaf-
teries which he thought too wealthy ; and, leaving only what
was necelfary for their fublilfence, added the overplus to his own
demefnes. He made many judicious ecclefialtical canons, and
ordered preaching in the Ruflian language. LafUy, he efla-

bliilied a general liberty of confcience throughout his dominions;
and, if we had no other proof of his civilized fpirit, this would be
fufficient. There is one more reformation, and perhaps as ne-
ceiiary and ufeful as any of the former, which he made even in
his la(f illnefs, though it was exceedingly painful. When the
fenators and great perfonages, then about him, mentioned the
various obligations which Rullia lay under to him, for abolifhing
ignorance and barbarifm, and introducing arts and fciences, he

M 4 told
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told them, that he had forgot to reform one of the mofl im-
portant points of all, namely, the mal-adminiftration of juflice,

occafioned by the tedious and litigious chicanery of the lawyers
;

and (Igned an order from his bed, limiting the determination of
all caufes to eleven days, which was immediately fent to all the

courts of his empire.

This wonderful man died of the ftrangury, caufed by an im-
poftvjme in the neck of hi's bladder, Jan. 28, 1725, aged
nrty-three. He was tall, and remarkably well Ihaped ; had a

noble countenance, eyes fparkling with vivacity, and a robult

conlHtution. His judgement was found, which, as Voltaire

has obferved, may jultly be deemed the foundation of all real

abilities: and to this folidity was joined an adlive difpofition,

which led him into the molt arduous undertakings. Whoever
reHt6ls upon the interruptions, difficulties, and oppofitions, that

muft unavoidably occur in civilizing and reforming a large and
barbarous empire, m.uft fuppofe the czar to have been, as indeed

he really was, a man of the greatefl firmnefs and perfeverance.

His education was far from being worthy of his genius : it had

been fpoiled by the princefs Sophia, whofe intereft it was that

he fhould be immerfed in licentious exceffes. However, in fpite

of bad example, and even his own ftrong propenfity to pleafure,

his natural defire of knowledge and magnanimity of foul broke
through all habits; nay, they broke through fomething even

greater than habits. It is remarkable, that from his childhood

he had fuch a dread of water, as to be feized with a cold fweat

and with convulfions, even in being obliged to pafs over a

brook. The caufe of this averfion is thus related: When he

was about five years of age, he was carried in the fpring feafon

over a dam, where there was a water-fall or cataract. He was
afleep in his mother's lap, but the noife and rufhing of the water

frightened him fo much, that it brought on a fever ; and, after his

recovery, he retained fuch a dread of that element, that he could

not bear to fee any ifanding water, much lefs to hear a running

ilrearn. *' Who would have thought," fays Voltaire, " that

fuch a prince fhould become the bell mariner in all the north?"

Yet fuch was the mighty force of his refolution, that he gra-

dually conquered nature in this particular; and his averfion of

water was afterwards changed into an excellive fondnefs for that

element. He had a fon, who lived to be a man; but this fon

engaging with his mother, v/hom Peter had divorced in 1692,,

and other malcontents, in a conipiracy againft his father in 1717,
was condemned to die. He faved the executioners the trouble,

by dying a natural death: andiati account of this unfortunate

prince, with original papers, was publifhed by the czar himfelf.

The title of it, as it Hands in the fccond vohime of the ** Pre-

fent State of Rullia^" tranllated from the German, and printed

at
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at London, 1722, in 8vo, runs thus: *' A Manifefto of the Cri-

minal Procefs of the Czarewitz Alexi.Petrowitz, judged and
publifhed at St. Peterfburg, the 25th of June, 1718, tranflated

from the Rullian Original, and printed by order of his CzarKh
Majelty at the Hague, 1718." The czar compnfijd feveral

pieces upon naval affairs ; and his name muft be added to the

ihort catalogue of fovereigns who have favoured the public

with their writings.

The czarina, his widow, whom he nominated his fucceffor,

Was, upon his death, immediately acknowledged emprefs of
Ruflia by the feveral eftates of the empire. The hiflory of
this lady is curious and extraordinary, and therefore ought to

be related. She was born in Livonia, in 1684 ; and lofuig her
parents, who were of low condition and poor, fhe became de-

uitute. The parifh-clerk, who kept a fchool, took her into his

houfe, and fupported her ; till Dr. Gluck, minifter of Marien-
burg, happening to come to that village, eafed the clerk of the

girl, whom he liked exceedingly, and carried her home with
him. Dr. Gluck treated her almoft; in the fame manner as if

fhe had been his own daughter ; and not only had her taught

fpinning and fewing, but inftrufted her alfo himfelf in literature

above her fex, and efpecially in the German language. At
length a Livonian ferjeant in the Swedifh army, fell palTion-

ately in love with her, and fhe agreed to marry him: but the

next day, the Ruffians made themfelves mailers of Marienburg;
and the general, carting his eyes accidentally on Catherine, and
obferving fomething very ftriking in her air and manner, took her
then under his protection, and afterwards into his fervice. Some
time after, flie was advanced to be a houfekeeper to prince.

Menzikotf, who was the general's patron; and there the czar
feeing her, fhe made fuch an impreflion on him, that he married
her. She was taken at Marienburg in 1702, and married to the
czar in 17 10: what became of her former hufhand, the ferjeant, is

not known. She was a woman of wonderful abilities and addrefs,

and in truth a very fit confort for fuch a man as Peter the Great.
It has been already obferved, in what manner fhe refcued him
from ruin by her management, when he was furrounded by the
Turks: and he feems to have made her partner of his councils
and undertakings, as well as of his bed. Pie ihewed the high
opinion he had of her, by nominating her to fucceed him : but
fhe died in little more than two years after him. She had
feveral daughters by the czar; the youngert of which, Eliza-

after the heirs of the elder branches were extindl, afcended
elhrone, in 1741. Voltaire, in his hirtory of Peter, has taken

occafion to fpeak of this princcfs ; and what he fays deferves to
be tranfcribed. ** The lenity of this princefs has been carried
to a degree unparalleled in the hiftory of any nation. She had
promifed, that during her reign nobody fliould be put to death

;

and

^betj^
^^Ifetl
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and il>e has kept her word. She is the firll fovcreign that ever

Ihewed this regard to the human fpecies. Malefadors are

now condemned to ferve in the mines and other public works;
a regulation not lefs prudent than humane, fmce it renders

their punilhment of fome advantage to the ftate. In other

countries, they only know how to put a malefaftor to death,

with the apparatus of an executioner, but are not able to

prevent the commiflion of crimes. The terror of death does

not, perhaps, make fuch an impreffion on evil-doers, who are

generally given to idlenefs, as the fear of chaflifement and hard

labour renewed every day."

PETIS DE LA CROIX (Francis), interpreter of the

Oriental languages to the French king, was fent into Turkey
and Perfia, at the age of fixteen, in order to learn thofe lan-

guages. " Who would believe," fays Voltaire [qJ,
" that he

Ihould compofe part of the Life of Louis XIV. in Arabic, and
that this work fliould be efteemed in the Eaftr" He made
feveral voyages into Africa and the Eafl, by order of the court

:

he was employed in feveral negotiations abroad, and recom-
penfed for his merit by the chair of Arabic profeflor in the

Royal College. Befides the Arabic, Turkilh, Perfian, and
Tartarian, he very well underftood the Ethiopian and Arme-
nian languages. He died at Paris in 17 13, after having com-
piled feveral ufeful works relating to Oriental hiftory ; among
others, " The Hiftory of Gengis-fCan," which has been tranf-

lated into Englilh.

PETIT (Samuel), or PETITUS, a celebrated fchclar,

was born at Nifm.es in 1594. He fludied at Geneva, with a

fuccefs fo uncommon, that, at the age of feveuteen, he was
admitted to the facred miniftry. Soon after, he was raifed to

the profeflbrfiiips of theology, and of Greek and Hebrew in

that city, where he palled the chief part of his life, and where
he died in December, 1645, at the age of fifty-one. He has

left behind him feveral works ol great learning. For inftance,

I. ** Mifcellanea," Paris, 4to, 1630, in nine books, containing

correftions of paffages in a vaft number of ancient authors.

1. " Eclogae Chronologicce," 4to, Paris, 1632. 3. *< Varia;

Leftiones," 4to, Paris, 1633. This is in four books, three of

which are employed on the cuftoms, ceremonies, &c. of the

Old and New Teftament. 4. " Leges Atticae," hrft publiflied

at Paris, in 1615, but again in 1635, &c. This is a work of

the higheft reputation, and has been enriched by the fubfequent

remarks of Palmerius, Salvini, Duker, and Wefieling. 5.

Other publications of lefs confequence, but all evincing pro-

found and cxtenhve learning. His charadler was not lefs

amiable, than his accomplilhments were extraordinary. He

[q.] Eflai far THiftaire; tern. vii.

%vas
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\vas mild and gentle in an uncommon degree. It is related of
him, that going once trom curiofity into a fynagogue at Avig-
non, a Rabbin, fuppofmg himfelf free from all danger of de-

tection, railed againft him in Hebrew, in a very grofs manner.
Petit, without any anger, coolly anfwered him in the fame
language, and thus covered the airailai.t with confufion. In
anfwer to the apologies and excufes of the Jew, he only, in a
mild manner, exhorted hin; to embrace ChriiUanity.

PETIT (Peter), a mathematician of France, celebrated for

his writings, and for his connexions with Pafcal, Des Cartes,

Merfennus, and other great men, was born in 1598 [r], and fpent

the firft part of his life at Montlucon, in the diocefe of Bourges,

tht place of his nativity, where he cultivated from his youth
mathematics and philofophy. He v/ent to Paris in 1O33, whither
his reputation had travelled before him ; and was employed
on feveral occafions by cardinal Richelieu. He was commif-
fioned by this minifter to vifit the fea-ports, had the title of the

king's engineer; and was alfo fent into Italy upon his majefty's

bnfinefs. He was at Tours in 1640, and married there ; and
afterwards was made intendant of the fortifications: tor Hila-
rion de Code gives him this title, in his *' Life of Merfennus,"
printed in 1649. Baillet, in his " Life of Des Cartes,' ^ys,
** That Petit had a gre?t genius for mathematics, excelled par»

ticularly in aftronomy, and had a fmgular paflion for experi-
mental knowledge." It was fomewhere about 1637 or 1678,
that he^ent to Paris, after his return from Italy, where he
heard much ^alk of the Dioptrics ot Dps Cartes. He read
tl',em, and communicated his objections to Merfennus, with
whom he was intimately acquainted: neverthclefs, he foon after

emDrnccd the principles of Des Cartes, and became not only
the friend, but the partifan and detender, of that philofopher.

He was alfo intimately conne(5tec! with Pafcal, with whom he
made <'t Rouen the faine experiments concerning the vacuum,
which Torricelii had before made in Italy ; and was allured of
their truth by frequent repetitions. This was in 1646 and
1647. We know no other particulars of Petit, but that he
died in 1677. He was the author of feveral works upon phy-
llcal and aftronomical fub|e6ls. The firft trail he publiflied

was up'^n chronology, an ; in defence of Jofeph Scaliger. It

is entitled, ** DifcouTS chronologique, contenant les maximes
pour difceriicr les parfaites chronologies, &c. 1636," in 4to.

PETIT fPETERJ, another very learned Frenchman, was bora
at Paris in 16 17, and brought up to the profellion of phyfic, in

which faculty he took a doctors degree at Montpellier : but,

afterwards returning to Paris, negleded the practice of it, and

[r] Niceron, tome xlii-

gave
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gave himfelf up entirely to the ftudy of polite literature [s]. I

He lived Tome time with the firfl prelident Lanioignon, as pre- '

ceptor to his fons; and afterwards with monf. Nicolai, firft

prefident of the chamber of accounts, as a man of letters and

companion. He fpent the greateft part of his life in compofing;

and had a wonderful tacility with his pen, which enabled

him to write much. He was deeply read in the ancient Greek
and Latin authors, and joined to his fl<:ill in thefe an uncommon
knowledge in philofophical matters. He died in 1687, aged

feventy, having taken a wife not long before.

He wrote much, both in verfe and prole, but in Latin only.

His firft production feems to have been, i. " An Elegy upon

the Death of Gabriel Naude, in 1653." In 1660, he pub-

lifhed in 8vo, 2. " De rnotu animaliura fpontnneo liber unus."

P<;;tit was a great partifan for the Peripatetic philofophyi and,

in this as well as fome other works of the fame kind, he has

ftrenuouily lupported the principles of Ariftotle, and combated

thofe of Des Cartes. 3. *' Epiftolas Apologeticas A. Menjoti

de variis feflis ample61endis examen : ad medicos Parifienfes,

autore Adriano Scauro, D. IVJ. 1666," 4to. Menjot had main-

tained, very reaibnably one would think, that a man (hould

attadi himfelf to no particular feet, but take from each what-

ever he found good. This fentiment, it feems, did not pleafe

Petit, and therefore he oppofed it in this work under the fi6fi-

tious name of Scaurus. He publilhed the fame year, in 8vo,

under the feigned name of Marinus Statileus, 4. *' Apologia

pro genuitate fragmenti Satyrici Petroniani ;" which Hadrian

Valelius then, and the bell critics fince, have agreed to reje61;

as fpurious. Euthyphrou was another ailumed name, under

which he publiihed, 5. " De nova curandorum morborum
ratione per transtulionem fanguinis," in 1667, 4to. He there

rejects this method of cure, which was approved by many phyfi-

cians of his time, and fupports his own opinion with much
elegance and learning. In 1683, were publifhed at Utrecht,

in 8vo, 6. *' Mifcellanearum Obfervationum, libri iv," Thefe

are verbal criticifms upon various authors, and fhew great ac-

curacy as well as profound erudition. The faine year at Paris

came out in 8vo, 7. " Seleflorum Poematum, libri ii. Accef-

fit Diifertatio de Furore Poetico." The Diifertation is curious,

and fliews the author to have been a very ingenious man : and

the Poems have merit enough to rank him with Rapin, Menage,
and the belt writers of modern Latin poetry. 8. ** De Ama-
zonibus Diifertatio, Paris, 1685," i2mo. The edition of

Amfterdam, 1687, i2mo, is preferable, there being additions

by the author, and critical obfervations by M. de la Monnoye.

[s] Baillct's Jugeroens ies Sjavans, torn. v. Niccron, torn. xi.

9. " De
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9. ** De natura et moribus Anthropophagorum DIITertatio," at

Utrecht, 1688, 8vo. A curious and learned work. 10. * In

tres priores Areta:i llbros Commeutarii : Una cum dilFertatiun-

cula de Petiti vita, et copiofo in eofdem Commentarios indice,

1726," 410. It was Maittaire, who publiflied this pofthumous
work, and placed the life of Petit at the head of it.

There are feveral other works oi this author, but we have

mentioned the mod important. Care muft be taken, in the

mean time, not to confound him with the preceding Peter Petit,

who was his contemporary.

PETITOT (John), a celebrated painter, was born at Ge-
neva in 1607 ; of a father who was a fculptor and archite6l,

and who, after having palfed part of his life in Italy, retired to

that city. His fon was defigned to be a jeweller; and, by fre-

<juent employment in enamelling, acquired fo fine a tafle, and
fo precious a tone of colouring, that Bordier, who afterwards

became his brother-in-law, advifed him to attach himfelf to

portrait, believing he might pulh his art on ftill to greater

lengths ; and though both the one and the other wanted feveral

colours which they could not bring to bear the fire, yet they

fucceeded to admiration- Petitot painted the heads and hands..

in which his colouring was excellent ; Bordier painted the hair,

the draperies, and the grounds. Thefe two friends, agreeing

in their work and their projects, fet out for Italy. The long
ftay they made there, frequenting the beft chemifts, joined to a
ftrong defire of learning, improved them in the preparation of
their colours; but the completion of their fucceis muft b^
afcribed to a journey they afterwards made to England. There
they found lir 1 heodore Mayerne, phyfician to Charles I. and
a great chemift; who had by his experiments difcovered the

principal colours to be ufed for enamel, and the proper means
of vitrifying them. Thefe by their beauty furpaffed all the

•enamelling of Venice and Limoges. Mayerne introduced

Petitot to the king, who retained him in his fervice, and gave
him a lodging in Whitehall. Here he painted feveral portraits

after Vandyck, in which he was guided by that excellent mafter,

who \vas then in London: and his advice contributed greatly to

ihe ability of Petitot, whofe beft pieces are after Vandyck.
King Charles often went to fee him work ; as he took a plea-

fure both In painting and chemical experiments, to which his

phyfician had given him a turn. Petitot painted that monarch and
the whole royal family feveral times. The diftinguiilied favour
fhewn hira by that prince was only interrupted by his unhappv
and tragical end. This was a terrible ftroke to Petitot, who did
not quit the royal family, but followed them in their flight

to Paris, wOiere he was looked on as one of their moft zea-
lous fervants. During the four years that Charles II, ftaved
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in France, he vifited Petitot, and often eat with him. Thert

it was> that his name became eminent, and that all the court

of France grew fond of being painted in enamel. When
Charles II. returned to England, Louis XIV. retained Petitot

in his fervice, gave him a penfion, and a lodging in the gallery of

the Louvre. Thefe new favours, added to a coniiderable fortune

he had already acquired, encouraged him to marry in 1661.

Afterwards Bordier became his brother-in-law, and ever re-

mained in a firm union with him: they lived together, till their

families growing too numerous obliged them to feparate. Their
friend&ip was founded on the harmony of their fentiments and
their reciprocal merit, much more than a principle of interelt.

They had gained, as a reward for their difcoveries and their

labours, a million of livres, v/hich they divided at Paris; and
they continued friends without ever having a quarrel, or even a

mifunderftanding, in the fpace of fifty years.

Petitot copied at Paris feveral portraits of Mignard and Le
Erun

;
yet his talent was not only copying a portrait with an

exact refem.blance, but alfo dcfigning a head moll perfe<5lly after

nature. To this he alfo joined a foftnefs and livelinefs of

colouring, which will never change, and will ever render his

works valuable. He painted Louis XIV. Mary Anne of Auf-

tria his mother, and Mary Therefa his wife, feveral times. As
he was a zealous Proteftant, and full of apprehenfions at the

revocation of the edi6t of Nantz in 1685, he demanded the

king's permillion to retire to Geneva ; who finding him urgent,

and fearing he fliould efcape, cruelly caufed him to be arrefted,

and fent to Fort I'Eveque, where the bifhop of Meaux was
appointed to inftrudl him. Yet neither the eloquence of Bof-

fuet, nor the terrors of a dungeon could prevail. He was not

convinced, but the vexation and confinement threw him into

a fever ; of which the king being informed, ordered him to be

releafed. He no fooner found himfelf at liberty, than he efcaped

with his wife to Geneva, after a refidence at Paris of thirty-fiK

.years. His children remaining in that city, and fearing the

king's refentment, threw themlelves on his mercy, ai^d implored

jiis prote^lion. The king received them favourably, and told

them he could forgive an old man the whim of deiiring to be

buried with his fathers.

, When Petitot returned to his own country, he cultivated his

art with great ardor, and had the fatisfadion of preferving ta

the end of his life the efteem of all connoifleurs. The king

and queen of Poland, defirous to have their pidfures copied by

Petitot, though then above eighty, fent the originals to Paris^

believing him to be there. The gentleman who was charged

with the commiflion. went on to Geneva. The queen was repre-

fented on a trophy holding the king's pidure. As there were
two



PETIVER. i7'5

two lieaHs in the fame piece, they gave him a hundred lours

d'ors; and he executed it as if he had been in the flower of his

age. The concourfe of his friends, and the refort of the curious

who came to fee him, was fo great, that he was obliged to quit

Geneva, and retire to Vevay, a little town in the canton of

Berne, where he worked in quiet. He was about the pidlure

of his wife, when a diftemper carried him off in one day, in

1691, aged eighty-four. His life was always exemplary, and
his end was the fame. He preferved his ufual candour and eafe

of temper to his laft hour. He had feventeen children by his

marriage; but only one of his fons applied himfelf to paint-

ing, who fettled in London. His father fent him feveral of
his works to ferve him for models. 1 [1 is fon is dead, and his

family is now fettled in Dublin.

Petitot may be called the inventor of painting in enamel; for

though Bordier his brother-in-law made feveral attempts before

him, and fir Theodore Mayerne had facilitated the means of
employing the moft beautiful colours, it was ftill Petitot who
completed the work ; which under his hand acquired fuch a
degree of perfection, as to furpafs miniature, and even equal

painting in oil. He made ufe of gold and filver plates, and
rarely enamelled on copper. When he firft came in vogue,

his price was twenty louis a head, which he foon raifed to

forty. His cuftom was, to carry a painter with him, who
pain>ed the pidlure in oil ; after which Petitot flcetched out his

work, which he always finifhed after the life. When he painted

the king of France, he took thofe pidlures that moft refembled

him for his patterns; and the king afterwards gave him a fitting

or two to finifh his work. He laboured with great afliduity,

and never laid down his pencil, but with reludtance ; faying,

that he always found new beauties in his art to charm him.
PETIVER (James), a famous Englifh botanift, was con-

temporary with Plukenet ; but the exaft time of his birth is

not known, nor is much intelligence concerning him at prefent

to be obtained. His profeffion was that of an apothecary, to

which he was apprenticed under Mr. Feltham, then apothecary
to St. Bartholomew's hofpital [t]. When he entered into

bufinefs for himfelf, he fettled in Alderfgate-ftrcet, and there

fiontinued for the remainder of his life. He obtained confi-

derable bufinefs, and after a time became apothecary to the

Charter-houfe. After the Tradefcants, he appears to have beeii

the only perfon, except Mr. Courttn, and fir Hans Sloane, who
made any confiderable colleftion in Natural Hiftory, previous
to thofe of the prefent day. He engaged the captains and fur-

^eoQsof -fhips to bring him home fpecimens, and enabled them

[t] Pultney"* ^etoJws of Botany in England, v«l. ii. p. 31.

to
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TO fele£l proper obje£ts by printed direftions which he diftri-

buted among them. By thefe means his colle6lion became fo

valuable that, feme time before his death, fir Hans Sloane

offered him four thoufand pounds for it. After his death, it

was purchafed by the fame coUeftor. His mufeum extended

his fame both at home and abroad. He was eleded into the

Royal Society, and, becoming acquainted with Ray, aflifled

him in arranging the fecond volume of his hiftory of plants.

He died April 20, 1718, and much honour was fhewn to him

at his funeral, by the attendance of fir Hans Sloane, and other

eminent men as pall-bearers, &c.

He gave the world feveral publications on various fubjeds

of natural hiftory: I. '* Mufei Petiveriani Centurias decem,"

1692—1703, 8vo. 2. " Gazophylacii Natura: et Artis, De-

cadi; s decem," folio, 1702, with 100 plates. 7. "A Cata-

logue of Mr. Ray's Englijh Herbal, illuftrated with figures,"

folio, 171 3, and continued in 171 5. 4. Many fmaller pub-

lications which may be found enumerated in Dr. Pultney's

book. 5. Many papers in the Philofophical Tranfadions, and

a material article in the third volume of Ray's work, entitled,

' Plantae rariores Chinenfes Madrafpatanas, et Africanas, a

Jacobo Petivero ad opus confummandum collatce," &c. Many
of his fmaller tra6ls having become very fcaree, his works

were colledted and publiihed, exclufive of his papers in the

Tranfadions, in 2 vols, folio, and one 8vo, in the year 1764.

PETRARCH (Francis), an Italian poet, eminent for great

genius and great learning, has been called the father of modern

poetry^ and was one of the firft among the moderns, in whom
the true fpirit and genius of ancient literature began to revive.

His parents were of Florence, of honourable families ; and

his father was a manager in the fa6lion of the Bianchi, which

were driven from the town by the Neri in 1300. He retired

to Arezzo, where Petrarch was born in 1304, and not at An-

cifa, as fome have imagined. His father, after many vain

attempts to be reltored, hxed himfelf at length at Avignon [u],

then the feat of the pope : whence Petrarch, who was nine

years old, was fent to Carpentras, in order to learn grammar,

rhetoric and philofophy. He was four years at this place, and

then removed to Montpellier, where he fpent four more years

in the ll:udy of the law. After that, his father fent him to

Bologna, to complete him in that fcience, which was his chief

wifh for his fon : but, alas ! the dry ftudy of the law had no

charms for Petrarch. Poetry, eloquence, and hiftory, had em-
ployed in reality the greateft part of his time and attention ;

which the father perceiving, was fo enraged, that, coming one

[u] Niceron, Hommes illuftr. torn, xxviii.

day
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day fuddenly into his chamber, and finding a heap of ancient

Latin authors by him, he iiung them all into the fire, except

V'irgil and Cicero, whom, at the earned interceilion of his

fon, he fpared.

Lofmg his mother in 1324, and his father the year after,

Petrarch returned to Avignon to fettle his affairs ; and foon

after purchafed a very retired but very agreeable country-houfe,

called Vauclufe, about five miles eaft of that city, vi^here he palTed

a good part of every year. Here, in 1327, he commenced an
amour with a beautiful young damfel, named Laura, who liyed

in the neighbourhood, and whom he has made famous by his

poetry. His refidence at Vauclufe was fometimes interrupted

by travels. He went to Paris, whence he paifed to Flanders
;

then into Germany, and lailly to Rome. At his return to

Avignon, he was prevailed upon to enter into the fervice of
pope John XXH. who employed him in feveral important
tranfadions both in France and at Rome. Mornay, in his
** Hiflory of the Papacy," fays, that Petrarch, whom he calls

LumenJeculifui, " a very bright ftar fhining in an age of dark-
nefs[xj," might have had any thing, if he would only liavc

flattered the popes: and Bayle quotes an author, who relates,

that he lofl a cardinal's cap, becaufe he would not confent that

his fifter (hould be miftrefs to pope Benedi6l XIL who was ex-

tremely taken with her, and who at Jength obtained her by the
management of another brother. However this was, Petrarch

was not fond of a court life : he feems to have had too much
integrity and generofity in his nature to be fit for it ; fo that

he retired to Vauclufe, where he devoted himfelf wholly to

reading, to compofition, and to Laura. He compofed a Latiu
poem, called " Africa:" which, though a very crude .per-

tormance, and faulty both in latinity and meafure, appeared
a prodigy in thofe days of ignorance; and made his name (o

famous, that the fenate of Rome and the univerfity of Paris

both invited him at the fame time, to go and receive the

poetic crown. He went to Rome in 1341, where that honour
was conferred upon him with great folemnily.

From Rome he went to Parma, and foon after to Vauclufe
;

where he gratified his prevailing pallion, which was the love of
books and folitude. Yet, in 1343, he was called out by pope
Clement VL who fent hiiti to compliment queen Joan of Na-
ples, upon her acceilion to the crown. He went again into

Italy in 1348, to vilit fome nobles at Verona; and he v/as there,

when news of the death of his deareft Laura was brought him.
He was infinitely afflidted with it ; and immortalized his grief

by a great number of verfes written in her praife. Laura

[x] Nouvclles de la Republ. des Lettres. Fcv. 1586.

Vol. Xn. N (eems
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feems to have been to Petrarch, what Stella was to Swift

;

if we may take the word of Petrarch himfelf, who aflures

us, that his love for her was of the pureft kind ; although

fome have pretended, that it was not altogether fpiritual. He
went to Avignon in 1349; to the jubilee at Rome in 1350;
nnd thence to his folitude at Vauclufe*, which growing pro-

bably difagreeable for want of Laura, he finally quitted in

1352^ He went to Milan, where he entered into the fervice

of the Vifconti, who fhewed him great kindnefs, and employed

him in embafiies and affairs of importance for the following

ten years. The remainder of his life was fpent in continual

journeyings, fometimes to Parma, fometimes to Padua, as well

as to Ferrara and Venice. He was at Venice in 1364, when
JBoccace came from Florence to aiTure him, that he was reflored

by the republic to the eftate of his father, which had been

forfeited ; and had leave to return and fettle there. The offer

pleafed him much, but came too late: he was then grown old

and infirm, and fo fubje6l to fainting fits, that he was once at

Ferrara fuppofed to be dead for three hours. He chofe to

retire to Padua, for the fake of being near his patron Francis

de Carrara, who had given him an agreeable country-houfe,

. about ten miles from the town, called Arqua ; and at this place

he died in July, 1374, aged feventy. He was an ecclefiaftic,

had a canonry or two, and an archdeaconry, but never entered

into the order of pricfts. He had a natural daughter, not by

Laura, but by a young lady of a good family, whofe hufband

became his fole executor. He was a man of many virtues

:

he neither defired nor defpifed riches; and if he loved fame, it

was with moderation, and without any of that anxiety and
folicitude, which often makes the purfuers of it miferable.

A faying of his is recorded, which deferves to be mentioned [yJ :

it was, that " no greater evil can happen to a man, than to oe

made a pope." Hadrian VI. afterwards felt the truth of it,

as appears from the infcription he ordered upon his tomb

;

*' Here lies Hadrian VL who thought nothing in life more
unfortunate, than that he was appointed to govern."

As to his literary chara61:er, no man was ever more efleemed

and honoured, than Petrarch; and indeed with reafon, for he.

"vvas a very extraordinary man. His various knowledge made
him juftly regarded as the firft fcholar of an age, the darknefs

and barbarifm of wliich he contributed much to dilTipate, by

re-eftabli filing letters and the art of writing. The great

number of works, in profe as well as poetry, which he com-
pofed, both in Latin and Italian, fhew a wonderful fruitfulnefs

of invention. He excelled in Italian poetry; his Latin is not

f y] Blount's Cenfura Authomm.
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fo good. His profe works alfo are inferior to his poetry; yet

there appears great eloquence in all he wrote : nor is the Latin
bad, if we confider, that he was the firft who attempted to

refcne letters from Gothic ignorance and barbarity. Erafmu*
fays [z], '* that he was a great, a knowing, and an eloquent

man, but that his language favours of the age he wrote in."

He adds, that '* Petrarch was fcarcely read in his time ; and
therefore we cannot wonder, if he is not much regarded in

ours." There are, neverthelefs, things in him, which may well

enough amufe a curious man; and fomething much higher may
be faid of his Italian poetry, which is indeed excellent. The
firft complete colledlion ot his works was at Balil, 1581, in

four volumes, folio ; the fourth volume contains his Italian

compolitions.

Niceron relates; that more than five and twenty perfons

have written the life of Petrarch; but that he himfelf has fol-

lowed that of M. Muratori, prefixed to Petrarch's Italian poems,
printed at Modena, 171 1, in 4to, as being the moft exaft.

PETRONIUS ARBITER (Titus), a polite writer and
critic of antiquity, who flourifhed in the reign of Nero; and
of whom thei;: remains a confiderable fragment of a piece in

verfe and profe, entitled, " Satyricon, or a kind of Menip-
pean Satire." He was a Roman knight, of an ancient family j

and, after an education fuitable to his quality, made his ap-
pearance in the court of Claudius. Here he found a way of
living agreeable to his temper, which was voluptuous [a] ;

although he is reprefented to have had too much delicacy in his

nature, to relifh the brutalities of love like Meffalina, or thofe

of gluttony and drunkennefs with Claudius. He feems to have
taken a relifh of both, rather to gratify his curiofity than his

fenfes ; and, inflead of a prodigal or debauchee, Is rather to be

tonfidercd as a nice and learned artiil in the fcience of volup-

tuoufnefs. So fays Tacitus at leafl, by whom his charaderj
and the occafion and manner of his death, which were all Very

extraordinary, are finely drawn [b] ; that is, fuppofing him to

be the very perfon there mentioned, which, though doubted

by Lipfius [cj and other critics, is now the mofl prevailing

opinion.

When Petronius had thus pafTed his youth in gaiety and plea-

fure, he was,either through the favour of Nero, or his own merits

fent proconful to Bithynia; where this m^an of pleafiire, like

another M^^cenas, flievved himfelf capable of the clofeft appli-

cation to bufinefs, and performed all the duties of an able

magiffrate* He was afterwards^ as Tacitiis fays, chofen conful^

fs] InCiceroniano. [a] Vie de Petrone Arbitre par St. EvremOnd.
[ej Annal. lib. xvi. [c] Lipf. not. in loc.
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perhaps extraorcHnarily for fome months, as was ufual, wh'en-

fhe confiil died within the year of his office, which was never
left vacant. There is fome reafon to fuppofe this, becaufe
we do not find his name in any lifts of the confuTs; and yet

the authority of l^acitns,. who fays he was conful, muft not
be queftioned. I'h'e Jrhne of his confiihite being expired, he
relapfcd int'o his fonner manner of living ; and either became
vicious from his own inclination, or^ out of a defire to pleafe
Nero, ftrove to app«?^r fo :

** jrevolutiis in vitia, feu vitiorum
imitationem," fays Tacitus. Hence he became foon one of
the emperor's confidants, and-,- as t?ie fame hift^orian iniinuates,

received the furname of Arbiter, becawfe Nero thought none
of his pleafures elegant or well fancied, which were not either

conirived or approved by Fetronius.

Thus he aSicd for fome time un^er Nero, as intendant

*'jf his pleafures: and thus,, poifefling. great favour with the

emperor, ftood expofed to t"he envy and hatred of 'I'igellinus
;

who, fays Tacitus, was, as it were, his rival and fuperior in

the fcience of plcafure. That jealous and felfilh favourite,

refolved therefore to rnin him, which by various inlinuations

:it firlly and fal-le accijfations afterwards, he gradually effected.

For, knowing cruelty to be the prevailing pailionof this prince,,

he infmvrated that Petronius was too infi'mate wiJk Scevinus,

iiot to be dipped in Pifo's confpiracy; and fhen fuborned one
of his flnves to fwear againft him, deprived hira of all means
of juftifying himfelf, and irnprifoned the greateft part of his

domeflicE. Petronius was put into confinement at Cnma?,
whither he had attended the emperor in his journey to Cam-
pania ; b?rt foon refolved to end his hopes and fears by a volun-

tary death, wJtich however he was imwilling to have thought

precipitate. He opened his veins, therefore^ and then cloied

them again : he did this more than once, at intervals converf-

ing with his friends, not in a folemn manner on ferious and.

profound fubjefts^ the im.mortality of the foi>l, of the princi-

ples and fayings -of the philofophers about it, but in a pleafant

and jocofe way, they repeating to him fongs and verfes upon
diverting fubjcvRis. In fhort, he flept, he travelled, rewarded

fome,. and punifhed others of his domeilics; affecting to do ali

the ordinary offices of life, that his death mi^'ht not feem

forced, but accidental. When he made his will, he did no*t

compliment Nero or Tigellinus, or any of the great men
in power, as was then the common pra6tice> with a legacy;

but having defcribcd, under the feigned chara6fers of vile de-

'bnuchces, all the infamous lewdnefs and obfcene pleafures of

Nero, fent the book fealed up to him, breaking the feal in.

pieces, that no uCtt might be made of it afterwards in difcover-

iug the author, Tacitus adds, that the emperor was raiich

perplex.ed
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Iperplexed in conje<Eluring, how his nocturnal heftiallties came
to be fo well known; and that at length his furpicions fettled

TiDOn Silia, a fcnator's wife, who having always been one of"

his parry, and being intimate wixh Petronius, was doomed to

bani(hment, on pretence that flie had not concealed what ihc

had feen ?.nd partaken. The manner of Petrenius's death had

a rtrani>;e mixture of conftancy and extravagance, and certainly

not a little of vanity and ali'ecbition, altiiuugh Tacitus feems

to relate it with applaufe and admiration. i4e died in the yea?:

of Rome 817, of Chrill 65.-, and, as is fiuOTofed, about fifty

years old.

It does not appear, what put him firfl upon writing his
"** Satyricon," nor v^ory clearly, what was his defign in it. Hi?
admirers fay, that he meant to expofe the luxury and de-

bauchery of the court: it may be fo, hvA it is ftrange, as one
obferves [d ]., feat he Ihould choofe to do it in fuch a manner^
for it is manifeft, that he fpeaks of the moft infamous ads of

'lewdnefs wit>; too greaT; a fatisfaclion to be thought a reformer':

it would be more natural to imagine, that he ha-s likewife drav/a

his own pifture among thofe of the -other debauchees of that

coiirt and age. In fliort, his fatire is fuch a medley of virtue

and vice, that it is diffiailt to determine what he condemns or

v,'hat he appx(Tves. In t^:e mean tune he had a fine genius, and
knew perfectly hov/ to «nter into every chxraiter he intended

to commend or expofe.; and by joinuig the 'humcrar of Plautus

to the efequcnce of Cicero, ft:?rmcd thence a raoft lively and
itlegant ftyle and manner, in X'/hich the pa-te6lion of the Roman
urbanity appears. All the learned, aad men of taite, have

agreed in their eulogiiuns of him, at the fame time that they

ha'^/e condemned the marvellous obfcenities with which his

Work abounds. He has uftially been ranked among the critics

•of antiquit?,', and i-s mentioned 'by Pope in particular with

Horace, Dionyfius Halicarnalleus, Q^iintilian, ^ndLonginus.
** Fancy and art in gay Petronius .pleafe,

The fcholat's lea^rning, with the courtier's eafe."

Ei^Tay onCriticifm, ver. 66y.

Not that he has deli^ered any thing in the formal didaiSlic way
of criticifm, but only occalionally thrown out foiije fev/ re-

marks in t^e courfe of his work, which however fhew him
•to have been fufficicntly intitled to the charadler and merits of,

a juif critic.

Salmafius and others are of opinion, that the prefent frag-

ments of Petronius are merely excerpta, or pafTages tranfcribed

by fome ftudent, who picked out what pleafed him beft, and
shut the original and entire copies are loif . Nothing certain

[b] Cruciui's Lives of the Roman |)o:ts.
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of this nature can be known; but, if Salniafius conje61:ure«

rightly, he muft have been a very licentious ftucient, who found
his pleafiire in the moll: indecent palfages. A conliderable frag

ment of Petronius was pretended to be found at 'I rau in Dal-

matia, by a phyfician, about the middle of the laft century; and

this occafioned a Controverfy among the critics, of which there

is fome account in Spon's Voyages, who vlfited that phyfician,

and favv the manufcript. The fragment, however, is upon
the whole, rejefted as a forgery. Pvlany learned men have

written notes, and much critical labour has been beftowed upon
this author; whence there are various editions of him, the beft

of which is fupjioftd to be that of Peter Burman, at Utrecht^

in 1709, 2 vols. 4'.o.

PETTY (Will I Ay), a fingular inftance of an univerfal

practical genius, was the elder fon of Anthony Petty, a clothier

at Ruinfey, a fmall fea-port town in Hamplhire, where he was

born May 16, 1623. It is hard to determine, whether the

courfe of his education was direifted more by his father or him-
felf: for being carried in his infancy, by the bent of genius and

inclination, to view the common mechanics at work, he prefently

tookup the tools himfelf ; and foon learnt to handle them with fuch

dexterity, that at twelve years of age he had attained a fkill in

each trade, not much inferior to that of the ordinary workmen.
After this, he went to the grammar-fchool at Rumfey ; where

(if we may believe his own account) he not only acquired a

competent readinefs in the Latin, Greek, and French lan-

guages [e], but alfo became mafter of all the rules of common
arithmetic, pradlical geometry, dialing, and the aftronomical

part of navigation, in three years time. Thus inftru6led irj

literature, and the knowledge of feveral tnechanical arts, he

removed at fifteen to the univerllty of Caen in Normandy ; and

after fome ftay there, returning to England, was preferred iq

the navy; where, by the time he was twenty, ** he had," to

ufe his own words, " gotten up about thrcefcore pounds, with as

much mathematics as any one of his age was known to "have

had." Having thus made a purfe, which, in the hands of fuch

a manager, was a fufficient fund to fupport the expence of tra-

'gelling abroad, he rtfolved to ufe it that way for further improve-

ment in his (ludics. He began now to turn. his thoughts to

phyfic; and it was chiefly to get an infight into that art, that in

1643 he vifited Leyden, Utrecht, Amilerdam, and Paris [f]. He
fpent three years in foreign countries, and maintained his brother

Anthony (whom he had taken with him to breed up) as well as

Ezl In his Will, dated May a, 1685. to him, and readily gave him his a/Tift-

rj Here ftudying anatomy, he read ance. See his Will, dated May 4, i62_5.

Velitljus with Hobbes, who was very kind

himfelf^
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hiinfelf ; and yet brought home to Kurhfey, in 1646, about lol.

more than he carried out of it in 1643.

The following year, having invented an inftrument for dou-

ble writing [g], he obtained a patent from the parliament for

the fole teaching of that art for feventeen years. Though this

p:(jjc6l (however proirufing in the theory) did not turn to any

great account in itfeif, yet by this mtans our author was brought

into tbe knowledge of the leading men of thofe times; and ob-

ferving their proceedings at Oxford, he refolvcd to lay hold of

tlie opportunity of fixing himfelf there. Having therefore

written his " Advice to Mr. Hartlib for the Advancement of

Learning," he went thither in 1648, and at firft was employed
by their anatoiny profeilor as his alliftant. In the mean time,

he pradifed phyiic and cheiniftry with good iiiccefs; and rofe

into fuch reputation, that the philofophical meetings [hJ
which preceded the Royal Society, were firll held (for the molt
part) at his lodgings: and by a parliamentary recommendation
he was put into a fellowfliip of Brazen-nofe college, in the place

of one of the eje£led fellows, and created dodlor of phyfic,

March 7, 1649. He was admitted a candidate of the College

of Phyficians, June the 25th, 1650. The fame year, he was
chiefly concerned in the recovery of a woman who had been
hanged at Oxford, for the fuppofed murder of her baflard

child [i]. Jan. i, 1651, he was made profeffor of anatomy;
and.

[gJ In an advertifement prefixed to his

•' Advice to Mr. Samuel Hartlib," he

calls it, " an inftrument of fmall bulk

and price, eafily made, and very durable
j

whereby any man, even at the firft light

and handling, may write two refembling

copies of the fime thing at once, as fer-

viceably and as faft (allowing two lines

upon each page for fetting the inftruments)

as by the ordinary way, of what nature,

or in whst charafter, or what matter fo-

(sver, as paper, parchment, a book, &c. the

faid writing ought to be made upon."

Rufnworth alfo, having mentioned the pa-

tent for teaching this art, tranlcribcs nearly

our author^s words ; and fays, " it might
be learnt in an hour's practice, and tliat it

was of great advantage to lawyers, fcri-

veners, merchants, fchohrs, regiftors,

plerks, &c. it faving the labour of exa-

mination, difcovering or preventing falfi-

fjcation, and performing the whole bufi-

nefs of writing, as with eafe and fpeed,

fo with privacy alfo." The additional

fatigue occafioned to the hand, by the in-

Creafe of weight above that of a pen, ren-

dered this projeft ufelefs as to the chief

advantage propolcd, that of expedition in

N

writing : but it feems to have been applied

with fome alterations refpcd:ing that de-
fign, to the bufinefs of drawing; the in-

ftrument for which is too well known to

need any defcription here.

[h] See Dr. Wallis's account of thefe

meetings in Heme's preface to Langtoft's

Chron. vol. i. p. 163.

[i] This was one Anne Green, exe-

cuted at Oxford, Dec. 14, 1650. The
rtory is, that fhe vvas hanged by the neck
near half an hour ; fome of her friends,

in the mean time, thumping her on the

bread, others hanging with all their weight
upon her legs, fom-'times lifting her up,

and then pulling her down again with a

fudden jerk, thereby the fooner to dif-

patcli her out of her pain. After ihe was
in her cofHn, being obferved to breathe, a
lufty fellow damped with all his force on
her bread and llomach, to put her out of
her pain ; but by the afliftance of the doftors

Petty, Willis, Bathurft, and Clarke, flie

vvas again brought to life. " I myfelf,"

fays Derham, " faw her many years after

that. She had, 1 heard, born divers chil-

dren." Phyfico-Theol. See alfo a printed

account of it, entitled, •' News from the

4 Dead,"
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and, Feb. 7, TTiufic-profeffor at Grefli."im-collcge, by the in-

tereft of his friend Dr. Graunt. In 1652, he was appoinied

phyfician to the army in Ireland ; he was likjewife phylician to

three lords lieutenants fiicceirively, Lambert, Fleetwood, and

Henry Cromwell.
Some time after his fettlement in Ireland [k], having obr

ferved, that, after the rebeUi;)n there in 164.1, the lands for-

feited thereby, which had been adjudged to the foldiers who
fupprelfed it, were very infufficiently meafured, he reprefentcd

the matter to the perfons then in power, who granted him a

contradt, dated Dec. n, 1654, to tnake the admeafnrements

anew; and thefe he finiflicd with fiicli ex.a£tnefs, that there was

no eftate of 60I. per annum, and upwards, which was not dif-

tinclly marked in its true value, maps being likewife made by

hirn of the whole. By this contrail he gained a very confider-

able fum of money. Befides 20s. a day, which he received

durins: the performance, he had alio a penny an acre by agreement

with the foldiers: and it appears from an order of government,

dated at the caftle of Dublin, 19th March, 1655, that he had

then furveved 2,ooS,ooo acres of forfeited profitable land. He
was likewife one of the commilTioners for fetting out the lands

to the army, after they were furveyed. When Henry Crom-
well obtained the lieutenancy of that kingclom in 1655, ho

made the doftor his fccretavy, appointed him a clerk of the

council there in 16^;"], and procured him to be elected a burgefs

for Well Looe in Cornwall, in Richard Cromwell's parliament,

which met Jan. 27, 1658. March the .25th following, fir

Hicrom Sankey, member for V/oodftock in Oxfordfiiirt, im-

peached him for high crimes and mifdemeanors, in the execution

of his office. This brought him into England, when appearing

in the Houfe of Commons, April the iQih, he anfweied to the

charge on the 21(1 ; to which his profecutors replying, the matter

was "adjourned; and it never came to an iifue, that parliament

being fuddenly ditfolved the next day. Henry Cromwell had

•written a letter to fecretary Thurloe, dated tjie i^th of that

month, in his favour, as follows: " Sir, I have heretofore told

you my thoughts bf Dr. Petty, and am ftill of the fame opinion :

and, if fir Hierom Sankey do not run him down with numbers

^and noifc of adventurers, and inch other like concerned perfons,

I believe the parliament will find hitri als I have reprcfented.

He has curiou-fly deceived me thefe four years, if he be a knave.

I am fure the juntos of them, who are moft bufy, are not meri

bf the quieted temper. I dO not expe6l you will have leifure,

Pead," &c. edit. 1651, with vcrfes on the [k] Rcflcftirtns upon fome peifor.s and

bccifion.
'

things in Ireland, &;c p. 3.
'

cr
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or fee ca«fe, to appear much for him ; wherefore this is only to

let you \inderftand my prefent thouglits of him. The a£live-

ncfsof Robert Reynolds and others in this buiinefs, (hews, that

Petty is not the only mark aimed at."

Upon his return to Ireland foon after, foine further endeavcurs

being ufed to pu(h on a proficution, Petty publilhed the fame

.year, '* A Brief of the Proceedings between fir Hierom Sankey
and the author, with the State of the Controverfy between them,'*

in three Gleets; which was followed by " Reflections upon
fame Perfons and Things in Ireland," &c. He came again to

England; and brought a very warm application in his favour

from the lord-lieutenant, in thefe terms :
" Sir, the bearer, Dr.

Petty, hath been my fecretary, and clerk of the council here in

Ireland, and is one whoin I have known to be an honed and
ingenions man. jie is like to fall into fome trouble from fome
Nvho envy him. I defire you to be acquainted with him, and
to affifl: him, wherein he (hall reafonably delire it. Great en-

deavours have been ufed to beget prejudice againft: him ; but

when you fpeak with him, he will appear otherwife." Not-
,withftanding this^ he was removed from his public employments
in June, li his year, 1659, he became a meniber of the Rota
Club at Miles's coffee-houfe in Ncvv-Palace-yard, Weftminfter
[l] ; but returned to Ireland not long after C^hrilfinas, and
ilayed there till the Reltoration of Charles II. He then came
into England, and was received very gracioully by his majefty;

and, religning his proifellbrfhip at Greiham, was made one of

the commiffioners of the Court of Claims. April 11, 1661, he
received the hono:ur of knighthood, and the grant of a new
patent, conifituting him fiirveyor-general of Ireland; and was
thofen a member of parliament there. Upon the foundation of
the Royal Society, he was one of the full: members, and of the

firft council eftablifhed therein; and, though he had left off the

practice of phyfic, yet his name appears in the lift of the fel-

lows in the new charter of .the college of phyficians in 1663.
About this time he invented his double-bottomed fhip, to fail

againll wind and tide, which occafjoned much difcourfe. He
afterwards gave a model of this Ihip to the Royal Society, which,
is fHU in their repofitory ; to whom alfo, in 1665, he commu-
nicated <* A Difcourfe about the Building of Ships," containing
fome curious fecrets in that art. This was taken away by lord

Brounker, who kept it in his pofleffion till 1682, and probably
till his death, faying, it was too great an arcanum of ftate to be
commonly perufed. 5ir William's (hip performed one voyage

[l] The fchcme of this club was, that jriembers of parliament fhoutd be annually
ail officers of ftate fliould be chofen by changed by rotation. See Wood's Falli,
balloting, and the time limited for holding vol. ii. '

their |)lices3 and that a certain number of

from
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from Dublin to Holyhead, info which narrow harbour fhe turned

in againft wind and tide, July 1663.

In 1666, fir William drew up his treatife, called ** Verbum
Sapient!," containing an account of the wealth and expences

of England, and the method of raifing taxes in the moil equal

manner ; fhewing likewife, that England can bear the charge

of four millions per annum, when the occafions of the govern-

ment require it ! The fame year, i666, he fufFered a confider-

able lofs by the fire of London ; having purchafed, feveral years

before, the earl of Arundel's houfe and gardens, and ereded
buildings in the garden, called Tokcn-houfe, which were for

the molt part deitroyed by that dreadful conflagration. In

1667, he married Elizabeth, daughter to fir HardrelTe Waller,
knight, and relid: of fir Maurice Fenton, baronet ; and after-

wards fet up iron works, and a pilchard-fifhery, opened lead-

mines, and commenced a timber trade in Kerry, which turned

to very good account. Mean while, he found time to confider

other fubjefts of general utility, and communicated them to the

Royal Society. He compofed a piece of Latin poetry, and
publifhed it at London 1679, in two folio fheets, under the

name of " Gaff. Aur. Manutius," with the title of ** Collo-

quium Davidis cum anima fua, accinente paraphrafi in civ.

Pfalmum de magnalibus Dei." As he had before, in the fpirit

of a loyal fubjed:, ufed his endeavours to encourage a chearful

readinefs to fupport the expence of the war againlt the Dutch,

fo he conceived a generous indignation at the finifter pra6lices

of the French, to raife dillurbances in England, increafe our

divifions, and corrupt the parliament at this time. It was in

order to prevent, as far as he could, the mifchiefs of thefe

French politics, that he publifhed, in 1680, a piece called

<* The Politician Difcovered," &:c. and the like patriotic fpirit

incited him afterwards to write feveral elTays in political arith-

metic ; wherein, from a view of the natural ftrength both of

England and Ireland, he fuggefts a method of improving each

by induftry and frugality, fo as to be a match for, or even

fuperior to, either of her neighbours. Upon the firll meeting

of the Philofophical Society at Dublin, after the plan of that

at London, every thing was fubmitted to his diredion ; and,

when it was formed into a regular fociety, he was chofen pre-

fident, Nov. 1684. Upon this occafion he drew up a '* Cata-

logue of mean, vulgar, cheap, and fimple Experiments" [^m],

proper for the infant ftate of the fociety, and prefented it to

them; as he did alio his ** Supellex Philofophica," confifting

of forty-five indruments requilue to carry on the defign of their

inflitution. In 1685, he made his will ; wherein he declares,

[m] This is printed in Phil. Tranf No, 167.

that,
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that, being then about 60, his views were fixed upon unproyiog

his lands in Ireland, and to promote the trade of iron, lead,

marble, fifh and timber, whereof his eflate was capable. As
for (hidies and experiments, ** I think now," fays he, ** to

conHne the fame to the anatomy of the people, and political

arithmetic; alfb to the improvement of Ihips, land-carriages,

guns, and pumps, as of moft ufe to mankind, not blaming the

itudy of other men." But, a few years after, all his purfuits

were determined by the effects of a gangrene in his foot, occa-

fioned by the fwelling of the gout, which put a period to his

life, at his houfe in Piccadilly, Weftminfter, Dec. 16, 1687, in

his 65th year. His body was carried to Rumfey, and there

interred, near thofe of his parents [n].

The chara6ler of his genius is fufficiently [een in his writ-

ings, which are obferved to be very numerous. Among thefe,

it is faid, he wrote the hiliory of his own life [o] ; which, no
doubt, contained a full account of his political and religious

principles, as may be conje61ured from what he has left us
upon thofe fubje£ls in his Will. In that he has thefe remark-
able words :

'* As for legacies to the poor, I am at a ftand
;

and for beggars by trade and election, I give them nothing: as

for impotents by the hand of God, the public ought to main-
tain them : as for thofe who can get no work, the magiftrates

fhould caufe them to be employed ; which may be well done
in Ireland, where are fifteen acres of improveable land for

every head : as for pri loners for crimes by the king, or for debt

by their profecutors, thofe who compafTionate the fufferings of
any objecl, let them relieve themfelves, by relieving fuch fuf-

ferers ; that is, give them alms [p], &:c. I am contented^ that

I have aflifted all my poor relations, and put many into a way
of getting their own bread, and have laboured in public works
and inventions, and have fought out real objedls of charity ; an4
do hereby conjure all, who partake of my eftate, from time to

time to do the fame at their peril. Neverthelefs, to anfwer
cuftom, and to take the fure fide, I give twenty pounds to the

moft wanting of the parifh wherein I die." As for his reli-

gion, he fays, *' I die in the profellion of that faith, and in

the practice of fuch worfliip, as I find eftabliflied by the laws

of my country ; not being able to believe what I myfelf pleafe,

nor to worfliip God better than by doing as I Avould be done

[n] There was laid over his grave only [o] Wood. Athen. Ox. vol. ii. cap.

a flat ftone on the pavement, with this 8ii. who fays it came into the hands of

fliort infcription, cut by an illiterate work- his brother-in-law Mr. Waller.

iniwi

:

[f ] I" ^^'^ 'ow" of Rumfey there is a

HERE LAVES houfe, which was given by him for the

SIR WILLIAM maintenance of a charity -fchool ; the rent

PETTY. of which is ftin applied to that ufe.

Ward, p. 2ZZ.

unto,
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unto, and obferving the laws of my country, and exptf ffing

rny love and honour to Ahnighty God, by fuch figns and tokens

as are imderftood to be fiich by the people with whom I live."

lie died poirelled of a very largte fortune, as appears by his

Will; where he makes his real ellatc about 6500 1. per ann.

his perfonal eftate about 45,0001. his bad and dcfperate debts

30,000!. and the demonftrabk improvements of his Irifh eftate,

4000I. per annum; in all, at iix per cent, interei^, 15,000!,

per annum. This eftate came to his family, which confifted

of his widow and three children, Charles, Henry, and Anne

:

of whom Charles was created baron of Shelbourne, In the

county of Wa^erford in Ireland, by king William HI.; but

"dying without iifue, was fuccaeded by his yoimger brother

Henry, who was created vifcount Dunkeron, in the county of

Kerry in that kingdom, and earl of Shelbourne, Feb. 11, 1718.

He married the lady Arabella Bovle, fifter to Charles earl of

Cork, who brought hira feveral children. He was member of
parliament for Great Marlow in Buckinghamfliire, a fellow of
the Royal Society; and died April 17, 1751. Anne was mar-
ried to Thomas Fitz-Morris, baron of Kerry and Lixnaw, and
died in Ireland, anno 1737.
The variety of purfuits, in which iir William Petty was

.engaged, fhews him to have had a genius capable of any thing,

to which he chofe to apply it : and it is very extraordinary,

<hat a man of fo aftive and bnfy a fpirit could find time to

write fo many things, a« it appears he did, by the following

.catalogvie : i. " Advice to Mr. S. Hartlib, &;c. 1648," 4to.

2. *' A B^-ief of Proceedings between Sir Hicroin Sankey and
the Author, &:c. 1659," fol. 3. ** Reflec'^ions upon fome Per-

sons and Things in Ireland, <5cc. 1660," 8vo. 4, " ATreatife
of I'axes and Contribution, &c. 1662, 1667, 1685,'' 4to, all

"without the author's name. Thislaft was republillied, in 1690,
with two other anonymous pieces, " The Privileges and Prac-
,tice of Pafliainents," and, " The Politician Difcovercd ;" with
ia new title-page, where tticy are all faid to be written by iir

William, v/hich, as to the firft, is a miftake. 5. " Apparatus
to the Hiftory of th6 common Practice of Dying," printed in

Sprat's Hiftory of the R. S. 1,667, 6. << A Difcovirie con-
cerning th,e Ufe of Duplicate Proportion, together with a new
Hypotaiefis of fpringing or elaflvc Motions, 1674," i2mo. Se.e

an account of it in " Phil. Tranf." No. cix. and a cenfure of
it in ** Dr. Barlow's Genuine Remains," p. 151. 1693, 8vo,

7. " Colloquium Davidis cum anima fua, &c. 1679," folio.

8. f The Politician difcovercd. Sec. 1681,'' 4to. 9.
'" An

Eflay in Political Arithmetic, Szc. 1682," 8vo. lo. " Obllr-
vations upon the Dublin Bills of Mortality in 1681, &c. 1683."

8yo. II.** An Accoun^ of fome Experiments relating to Land-
"
c^rriagc^
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carriage, Phil. Tranf. No. clxi." 12. " Some Queries, where-
by to examine Mineral Waters, ibid. No. clxvi." 13. *' A
Catalogue of mean, vulgar, cheap, and fimple Experiments,
^'c. ibid. No. clxvii." 14. " Maps of Ireland, being an
actual Survey of the whole Kingdom, kc 1685," folio. N.B.
Sir William has inferted fome maps of lands and counties, fur-

veyed by others, and not by himfelf, 15. " An Elfay 'con-

cerning the Multiplication of A^nkind, 1686," 8vo. N.B.
The Ellay is not printed here, but only the fubftance of it.

x6, "A further Aliertion, concerning the Magnitude of Lon-
don, vindicating it trom the Objeclions of the French," Phil.

Tranf. clxxxv. 17 " Two Eifays in Political Arithmetic;^

&c. 1687," 8vo. An extrad .of thefe is In Phil. Tranf. No.
clxxxiii. 18. *' Five Eifays in Political Arithmetic;^ &c.
1687," 8vo. printed in French and Englilt on oppofite pages.

19. " Obfervations upon London and Rome, 1687," 8vo, three

leaves. His pofthumous pieces are, i, ** Political Arithmetic,

&c. J690," 8vo, and 1755, with his Life prefixed; and a
Letter of his never before printed. 2. '* The Political

Anatomy of Ireland," to which is added, " Verbum Sapienti,

1691, 1719." In the title-page of the fecond edition, this

treatife is called " Sir W^illiam Petiy's Political Survey of Ire-

land." This latter was criticized in '* A Letter from a Gen-
tleman, &c. 1692," 4to. 3. " A Treatife of Naval Philofophy,
in three Parts, &c." printed at the end of ** An Account df
feveral new Inventions, &c. in a Difcourfe by way of Letter

•to the Earl of Marlborough, Sec. 1691," i2mo. Wood fuf-

•pedts this may be the fame with the difcourfe about the build-

ing of Ihips, mentioned above, to be many years in the hands
of Lord Brounker. 4. " What a complete Treatife of Navi-
•gation" Ihould contain," PhiL Tranf. No. cxcviii. This was
drawn up in the year 16S5. Behdes thefe, the following are
printed in Birch's; Hift. of the R. S. i. "^ A Difcourfe of
making Cloth and Sheeps Wool." This contains the hiftory

of the clothing trade, as No. 5. above does that of dying; and
he purpofcd to have done the like in other trades : in which
defign fome other members of the fociety engaged alfo at that

time. 2. " Supellex Philofophica."

PEUCER (Gaspard), a celebrated phyfician and mathema-
tician, was born at Bautzen in Lufatia in 1525, and became a
doctor, and profelfor of medicine at Wirtemberg. He married
a daughter of Melan6\hon, whofe principles he contributed to

diffufe, and whofe works he publi(hed at Wirtemberg in 1601,
in five volumes folio. He had an extreme ardour for ftudy.

Being for ten years in clofe imprifonment, on account of his

opinions, he wrote his thoughts on the margins of oldbooks,
which they gave him for amufement, making his ink of bur^t

crul\s



190 P E Y E R.

crufts of bread, infufed in wifie. He died> at 78, dn the 25ttt

of September, 1602. He wrote feveral tra6ts, I. '* De prae-

eipuis divinationiim generibus," 4to, 1584. 2. ** Methodiis

curandi morbos internes," Francfort, 1614, 8vo. 3. *' De
Febribus," 1614, 4to. 4. '' Vitas illuflrium medicorum."

5. *' Hypothefes aftoaomicas. ' 6 '* Les noms des MonnoieSj

des Poids et Mefures," Svo. His chara6ler, as drawn by him^

felf, is that of a man who did no injury to any one, but, on the

contrary, gave all the aid in his power to all who might re(^uire

it. For thefe things he calls God to witnefs^

PEUTINGER (Conrad), a celebrated fcholar, was born at

Augfburg in 1465, and ftudied fuccefsfully in the principal

cities of Italy. When he returned home he was appointed

fecretary to the fenate of Augfburg, and employed by that, body

in the diets of the empire, and in the various courts of Europe.

In his private character he conferred happinefs on an excellent

and learned wife ; and, in his public, was alway rendering

eflfential fervices to his country. This excellent citizen died at

82, in 1574, having loft his faculties for Tome time before. He
is moft known by an ancient itinerary, which from him is called

* Tabula Peutingeriana." It is a curious chart found in a mo-
naftery in Germany, and communicated to Peutinger by one

Conrad Celtes. It was formed under the reign of Theodofnis

the Great, and marks the roads by which the Roman armies

palTed at that time to the greater part of the empire. It is not

a geographical work, and feems to have been made by a Roman
foldier, who thought of nothing, or perhaps knew nothing,

but what refpeded the roads, and the places for encampment.

A magnificent edition of it was publifhed by F. C. Scheib at

Vienna in J753, fol. Peutinger's own works are, I, *' Sermoncs

convivales" in the colledion of Schardius; Jena, 1683, 8vo;

2. " De inclinatione Romani imperii, et gentium commigra-

tionibus," fubjoined to the former, and to Procopius. 3. " De
rebus Gothorum." Bale. fol. 1531. 4. ** Romana; Vetuftatis

fragmenta, in Augufta Vindelicorum." fol. Mayence, 1528. .

PEYER (Johannes Conradus}, a native of Schaffhaufen

in Switzerland, is famous for having firft given an accurate

account cff the inteffinal glands, which, in a ftate of health,

feparate a fluid, for the lubrication of the inteftines, and which

in diarrhoeas, or upon taking a purge, fupply the extraordinary

difcharge that happens upon thefe occajions. His works are,

" Exercitatio Anatomico-Medica,' de Glandulis Inteftinorum,

Schaffhaufas, 1677," Amftelod. 1682. This is in the Biblioth,

Anatom. of Mangetus and Le Clerc. " Psonis & Pythagoras

Exercitationes Anatomicae, Bafil, 1682;" ** Methodus Hifto-

rfaium Anatomico-Medicarum, &c. 1679 ;" " Parerga Anato-

xmea .& Medica, AmfteL 1682;" '* Experimenta nova circa

I Pancreas,"
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Pancreas," extant in the Biblioth. Anatom. of Le Clerc and

Mangetus.
PEYRERE (Isaac), a French Protertant, born at Bour*

deaux in 1592, entered into the fervice of the prince of Conde,
whom he pleafed by the fingularity of his humour. Peyrere

believed himfelf to have difcovered from St. Paul, that Adam
was not the firft man ; and to prove this, he publilhed in Hol-
land, 1655, a book in 4to and in 8vo, with this title: ** Prasa-

damitas ; live exercitatio fuper verfibus 12, 13, 14, capitis xv.

Epiftolas Pauli ad Romanos." This work was condemned to

the tiames, and the author imprifoned at BruHTels ; but, getting

his liberty through the intereit of the prince of Conde, he went
to Rome in 1656, and abjured Calvinifm and Pra:adamitifm

before Alexander VII. Nobody believed him fmcere, and pro-

bably he was not ; for, returning to Paris, in fpite of all the

means this pope ufed to detain him at Rome, he became libra-

rian to the prince of Conde, and forae time after retired to tho
ferainary des Vertus, where he died in 1676, aged 84. He
fubmitted to receive the facraments, yet was not believed to be
attached to any religion. Befides the piece above mentioned,
he wrote a very lingular tra61:, entitled, " Du rappel des Juifs;"
alfo, " Une Relation du Groenland," in 8vo; and ** Une Rela-
tion d'Iflande," in Svo; both reckoned curious and interefting.

PEZAY (Masson, marquis of), was born at Paris, with a
natural turn for literature, but entered into the military line,

and was captain of dragoons, in which fituation he had the

good fortune to be the inftru<Slor of Louis XVI. in the art of
ta(ftics. Being appointed infpeflor-general of the coafts, he
executed his office with confiderable attention ; but having made
enemies, by a degree of haughtinefs in his manner, had com*
plaints lodged againft him, which caufed him foon after to be
baniihed to his own eftate. In this fituation he died foon after,

in 1778. He cultivated the Mufes a good deal, and was inti-

mate with Dorat, whofe ftyle he imitated. His poems have
an elegance which makes amends for a certain degree of negli-

gence. Such as I. '* Zelie au bain," a poem in fix cantos.

2. A Letter from Ovid to Julia. 3. Several fugitive pieces

publifhed in the Almanach des Mufes. 4. An indifferent

tranilation of Catullus. 5. *' Les Soirees Helvetiennes, Alfa-

ciennes, & Franc-Comtoifes," Svo, 1770, a work agreeably

varied, but not fufficiently correal in ftyle. 6. "La Rofiere

de Salency," a palloral, in three ails, which was approved.

7. " Les Campagnes de Malllebois," 3 vols. 4to. 8. There
is faid alfo to be extant a manufcript work entitled " Les
foirees Proven^ales," not inferior to his Soirees Helvetiennes.

PEZENAS (Esprit), a learned Jefuit, born at Avignon in

1692, where he died fome little time after 1770, "vvas for a

Long
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long time profelToT of phyfic nnd hydrography at Marfellles.

His works and txanflations on thefe and fimilar fubjects are

very numerous, i. " Elemens du Pilotages," i2mo, 1737.
2. A tranflation of Maclaurin's Fhixions, 1 vols. 410, 1749.
3. Pratique du pilotage," 8vo, 1749. 4. *' Theory and prac-

tice of gauging," 8vo. 5. Maclaurin's Algebra tranOated, 8vo,

1750 He tranilated aUo the Courfe of Experimental Philo-

ibphy by Defaguliers, Dyche's Dichlionary of Arts and Sciences,

which was fiipplanted by Prevot's Manuel Lexique, Ward's
Young Mathematician's Guide, and Smith's Optics. From the

"German he tranflatedBuker's Treatife of the Microfcope, 1754.
His ideas and language were clear, and he was efleemed for

the mlldnefs and agreeablenefs of his character, as well as for

-his talents.

PEZRON (Paul), a very learned and ingenious French-
mati, was born at Hennebone in Bretagnc, in 1639 ; and
admitted of the order of Citeaux, in 1660 [r]. He m.ade the

'fcriptures the principal obje6l of his ftudy; but being per-

fuaded that a perfed; knowledge of profane hiftory was necef-

fary to underftand them thoroughly, he read with vaft: attention

the ancient Greek and Latin hiitorians. He became a great

-antiquary, and was indefatigable in tracing the origin of the

language of the Goths. The refult of this was, that he was
led to efpoufe a fyltem entirely new; which he communicated
to the public, in a work printed at Paris in 16-87, 4^^' ^^^
called " L'Antiquite des temps rctablie, &c." that is, " The
Antiquity of Time relfored, and defended, againft the Jews and
modern Chronologers." Tlie defign of this book, which is

very learned, and finely written, is to prove, xipon the autho-

-rities of the feptuagint and profane hiilory, that the world is

more ancient than modern chronologers have fuppofed ; and
that, inflead 4.000 years between the creation of the world and
the birth of Chrift, there were almolt 6000. The great prin-

ciple on which this fuppofition is built is, that the Hebrew text

-has been corrupted, iince the deftruftion of Jerufalem, by the

Jews, who otherwife muft have been forced to acknowledge,

upon their own principles, that the Meiliah was aftually come.
Pezron's book was extremely admired for the ingenuity and

learning of it
;
yet created, as was natural, no fmall alarm

among the religious. Martianay, a Benedictine, and Le Qtiien,

a Dominican, wrote againft this new fyitem, and undertook

the defence of the Hebrew text \ Martianay with great zeal and

heat, Le Quien with more judgeinent and knowledge. Pezroii

publifhed, " Defenfe de Tantiquite des temps," in 1691, 4tp

;

"which, like the work itfelf, abounded with curious and learned

[r] Nkcron, tome i.
.

refearches.

\
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refearchcs. Le Qiiicn replied, but Martianay brought the

affair into another court; and, in 1693, laid the books and

principles of Pezron before M. de Hariai, archbilhop of Paris.

Harlai communicated the reprefentation of this adverfary to

Pezron ; who, finding no difficulty in fupporting an opinion

common to all the fathers before Jerome, rendered the accufa-

tion of no effecl.

Pezron was the author of other curious and learned works,
as, " Antlquite de la Nation & de la Langue de Celtes," ia

1703, 8vo ;
'* Dilfertation touchant I'ancienne demeure des

Canancens," printed in the Memoires de Trevoux, for July,

1703 ; and *' Dilfertation fur les anciennes & veritables bornes

de la Terre Promife," in the fame ?v4einoires for June,
1705. Add to thefe, '* ElTai d'un Commentaire litteral & hif-

torique fur les Prophetes, 1693" i2mo; and " Hiftoire Evan-
gelique confirmee par la Judai'que & la Romalne, 1696," in

2 vols. 8vo.

'Jliis ingenious and learned man died 061. 10, 1 706, aged

67 ; having gone through feveral promotions, the laft of which
was the abbey of Charmoye, to which he was nominated by the

king, in 1697.
PFANNER (Tobias), the fon of a counfellor at Augfhurg,

born in 1641, was fecretary of the archives to the duke of
Saxe Gotha, and inftrudor of the princes Erneft, and John-
Erneft, in hiflory and politics. He fo well fulfilled his duties

in thele fituations, that he was promoted to a higher place of
fecretary to the Erneftine branch of the family ; and was fo

deeply learned in matters of record, that he was called the
living archives of the houfe of Saxony. His manners were
pure, but his temper inclined to melancholy, which was thought
to be increafed by too intenfe application to ftudy. He died at

Gotha, in 1717. His principal works are; i. " The Hiftory

of the Peace of Vv eilphalia,'' 8vo, the befl edition is 1697.
2.* *' The Hiftory of the Aifemblies of 1652-4," Weimar,
1694, Svo. 3. " The Treaties of the German Princes." 4.
'' The Theology of the Pagans." 5. " ATreatife on the Prin-
ciple of hiftoric Faith." AH thefe are written in Latin, not
fo much with elegance, as with ftri6l care and exadtnefs.

PFEFFERCORN (John), a famous converted Jew, would
have perfuaded the emperor Maxiinilian to caufe all the
Hebrew books to be burned, except the Bible :

** becaufe
(faid he) they contain magic, blafphemies, and other dan-
gerous things." The emperor, aftonifhed with this report
was fo far wrought upon, as to publifh an edid, in 1510, by
which he ordered all the Hebrew books to be carried to a
certain houfe, that thofe which contained any blafphemy
might be burnt. Caprio ihewed the danger of this edidl, and
Vol, XII. O he
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he was fiipported by Ulric cle Hutten : many writings were piib-

liHicd on both fides; but Caprio at length prevailed, and the.

edidt was not executed,- It is commonlv believed, that Pteffer-

corn was fo chagrined with-tkis^ as to return to Judaifm ; and^

tliat he v.'as bm-ried ali\e in 1515, for profaning the eacharift,

at Hall ;. but this mud have been another pe?fon of his name^
fince this PfefFercorn was living in 1517- He is the author of

fome Latin pieces^ and auicttgthe relt- of ©ne " E>e abolendis

Judasorum fcriptir-."'

PFEIFFER (Augit:^tiis);,- » GcTman orienta-lift, was born

at Lawenbourg: in 16-40. He profelFed the oriental languages

at Wirtemberg, at Leipfic^ and in other places, and in 1690
was called to Lubeck to be i-uperintendant of the ch-urches. In-

that city he died,, in J.anviary,, i-6gZ. When only five years old

he was near loHng his life by^ a fall, which fraftured his fkulL

His fifter difcovered accident?ally thai- he was not quite dead^

and he was reftored, when actually on the point of being buried„

He wrote i. " Panfophi^a Mofaica," 2. " Cfitica Sacra," 8vo,.

Drefden, 1680, 3. " De Mafora "'
4. " De trihasreii Juds-

orum." 5-'" Sciagraphia Syftemetica Antiquitatum Hebrasa-

rum." His pliilofophical works were collected at Utrecht in

4to, but are not now inuch known or efte&med.. His learned

works are better, though heivy..

PFIFFER (Louis), born in 1530,. at Lnceme m Switzer-

land, was a famovis officer in the fervice of France in the reign

of Charles IX. fo-r whom, in 1567, he commanded a regiment

cf 6000 men. With this force he preferved the life of tjiat

monarch, in the i-etrent of Meanx-^ which, againli: all the eflovf.

of the prince of Conde, he effected, preferving the king within

a hollow fquare. His credit with his own countrymen Avas fo

great that fome called him. the king of ths Swifs.. When the

League was formed, the plea of religion engaged him to forget!

his loyalty, and he Ifrongly influenced the Catholic cantons to

fupport the duke of Guife. He died in r594r in his oWn
country, being then the (idvoyer, or chief magiftrate, of the canton

of Lucerne.

PHiEDRUS, an ancient Latin author, who wrote iive book::,

of " Fables" [s] in Iambic verfe, was a Thracian ; and was
born, as there is reafon to fuppofe, fome years before Julius

Caefar made himfelf m.after of the Roman empire. His parent-

age is uncertain ; though fome have imagined hrs liberal' edu-

cation to be an arginnent that it was not mean. Perhaps lie

might have been made captive by Offavius, the father of tlu*

emperor Augullus , for we read [t], that while Odlavius wa<?

[.-.] Phatdri Fab. In Prsefat. ad lib. iii.

-
L''"] Bayle's Diit. in ^oce Phaidius, Jiid Crutiuj'i Livus sil'th", Roman poi-t"-

pv;*-t.i.i.
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pnrtor in Macedonia, he gave the Thracians a very great over-

throw. This fell out the fame year that Q. Cicero was pro-

conful of Alia, and Cosfar fole conful at Rome. As this opi-

nion would carry his age pretty high, Phcedrus outliving the

18th year of Tiberius, fome have therefore rejecfted it, though

with little reafon ; hnce many proofs may be cc)lie6led, trom his

Fables, that he lived to be very old. How he came into the

fervice of Auguflus is unknown: but his being called " Auguf-
tus"s freedman," in the title of his book, flicws that he had

been that emperor's Have. It ihould feem as if he had arrived

early in life at Rome ; for he quotes a line from *' Ennius,"

which, he fays [u], he remembers to have read when he was a

boy: and it is not probable that he iliould have read it before

he left Thrace. He received his freedom from Auguftus, and

no doubt fuch a competency, as enabled him to enjoy that valu-

able gift. He exprelfes a great regard to that prince's memory,
which he had indeed the more reafon to do, iince misfortunes

overtook him after his deceafe. Under Tiberius, he was
unjulfly perfecuted by Sejanus, to which he has frequently

alluded in his " Fables ;'" and particularly in the preface to his

third book. We know not the caufe of this perfecution, but it

was not for his wealth : he reprefents himfelf, in the very fame
place, as a man who had never cared to hoard up riches ; and

mentions this as one of the reafnns which Ihould facilitate his

promotion to the rank of a poet. He feems to have written

ail his Fables after the death of Auguftus ; the third book he

certainly wrote after that of Sejanus, who perifhed in the 1 8th

year of Tiberius ; for, in the dedication of that book to his

patron EutychuS) he has mentioned the favourite with a refent-

ment, which would never have been pardoned had he been living.

How long Pha;drus furvived him, is uncertain ; but, fuppofing

him to have lived a little longer, he mud have been above feventy

at his (leatli ; for fo many years there are from Casfar's firll dic-

tatorfliip to the 1 8th of Tiberius.

The Fables of Phacdrus are generally valued for their wit and

good fenfe, expreifed in great purity, terfenefs, and elegance of

language: and they who, like Scioppius [xj, imagine they dif-

cover i'omething foreign and barbarous in the ityle, form their cri-

ticifms upon the knowledge that Phaedrus was a Thracian. They
might as well objed folecifms and falfe Latin to Terence, becaufe

he was born in Africa. . We cannot, however, but obferve it as

fomewhat fingular, that the Roman language has been tranf-

mjtted to pofterity, in its greatelt purity and elegance, by tvyp

ilaves, who were brought from countries by the Romans deemed
barbarous.

[u] Fab. z. lib. iv. [x] Blount's Cenfara AuJiorum.
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It is remarkable, that no writer of antiquity has made any

mention of this author ; for it is generally fuppofed, that the

Phaedriis [y] mentioned by Martiat is not the fame. Seneca
manifeftly knew nothing of him ;,other\vife he never could have
laid it down, as he does, for matter of facl, that the Romans
had not attempted fables and Efopean [z] compofitions :

'• Fa-
bellas et iEfopeos logos, intentatum Romanis ingeniis opus."
This may ferve to abate our wonder with regard to the obfcurity

in which the name and reputation of Qiiintos Curtius lay buried

for fo many years ; not to mention Velleius Patcrculus and Ma-
niliuSy who have met with much the fame fate. We may
obferve, that Ifaac Cafaubnn, who had fo much learning, did

not know there was a Phsedrus among the ancients, till Peter

Pithou, or Pithoens, publiflied his «< Fables." " It is by your
letter," fays Cafaubon [a], <' that I firfl: came to be acquainted

with Ph:Edru£, Auguftus's freedinan, for that name was quite

unknown to me before ; and I never read any thing either of the

man or of his works, or, if I did, I do not remember it." This
letter of Calaubon was written in 1596, at which time Pithoeus

publilhcd the " Fables of Phasdrus»" at Troyes. He fent a copy
of them to father Sirmond^ who was then at Rome ^ and this

Jefuit (hewed it to the learned men in that city,' who judged if,

at firrt, a fuppofititious work ; but, upon carefully examining,
altered their opinion, and thought they could obferve in it the

chara6lerilfical jDarks of the Auguftan age.

Since that edition of 1596, there have been fevcral others,

vith notes by the moft eminent critics'. That of 1698, in 8vo,

which Barman procured, contains, befides the notes of Gudius
never before pnblifhed, the entire commentaries of RitterfhufiuSj,

Rtgaltius, Nic. Hcinfius, SchefFerus, and of Prafchius, with ex-

tra6ls from other commentators. An edition fince this, at Am-
ftcrdam, 1701, in 4to, by the care, and with the notes, of Hoog-
ftraten, is the moft beautifid of all that have yet been printed,

wiih regard to tt;e letter and the plates. LalHy, thcfe Fables

were fubjoined to the edition of Terence by Bentley, in i'/26,

4to, with the corrections and emendations of that great critic.

PHi5iDRLlS (Thomas), profeiTor of eloquence at Roidc,

-tarly in the i6th century, deferves to be mentioned, on account

of fome curious particulars relating to him. He was canon of

Lateran, and keeper of the librarv in the Vatican. He owed
•his rife to the uding of Seneca's Hippolytus [b], in which
he performed the part of Phaedra; and thence he ever after

retained the name of Phjedius. It is Eraffims who relates this
j

and he fays [c], he had it from cardinal Raphael Georgianus,

[y] Epigramm. ao. lib. iil. [a] Cafaubon, Epift.

[zj. Sencc. de Qoaioivt. ad. Polybluir, [b] Bayle's Dift. in voce.

CJU. 17. f^c] Epiit. 5. lib. xxiii.

:>
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in whofe court-yard, before the palace, that tragedy was afted.

The caufe of his death was very extraordinary. Riding [d] one

day through the city on a mule, he met a cart drawn by wild

oxen ; at which his mule took fright, and threw him down.

Though a corpulent man, he was fo happy that the cart pafled

over him without doing him any hurt, becaufe he luckily fell in

the fpace between the wheels ; but his fright, and the fall toge-

ther, fpoiled the whole mafs of his blood to fuch a degree, that

he contraSed a diftemper, of which, after languifhing fome
time, he died, when he was under fifty. If he had lived longer,

he would probably have publiihed fome books ; and, perhaps,

adds Bayle, have confirmed what has been obferved of him, that

his tongue was better than his pen. The obfervation was made
by Erafmus, who yet tells n«, that he knew and loved him ; and

owns alfo, that he was called the Cicero [e ] of his time. Janus
Parrhafius, who was his colleague, was infinitely grieved at his

death ; and has tranfmitted to us-the titles of feveral works, which
were almoft ready for public view.

PHAER (Thomas), a Welch phyfician and poet, a native

of Pembrokefhire, and the firft EnglilTi tranflatorof Virgil, was
educated at Oxford, whence he removed to Lincoln's inn to

undertake the ftudy of the law. So far was he in earneft, for a
time, in this purfuit, that he publiflied two books on fubjects of

law ; one on the nature of writs, and the other, what is now
called a book of precedents. Why he quitted law for phyfic

is unknown, but he became a bachelor and a doctor in the

latter faculty, both in 1559, and his medical works were col-

lected at London in 1560. They cor.fiil: chiefly of compila-

tions and tranflations from the French. Among his poetical

works is *' the Regimen of Life" tranllated from the French,

London, 1644, 8vo, The ftory of ** Owen Glendower," in the

Mirror for Magiftrates : and his tranflation of the firfl nine

books, and part of the tenth, of VifiriTs /Eneid. There is a

commendatory poem by him prefixed to Philip Betham's Mili-

tary Precepts [f]. Warton- mentions alfo an eniry in the Ifa-

tioner's books for printing " ferten verfes of Cupvdo bv Mr.
Fayre," and that he had feen a ballad called " Gadfhill" by

Faire, both which names were probably intended (vr that of

Phaer, His tranOation of the firif feven books of Virgil was
printed in 1558, by John Kyngfton, and dedicated to queen

Mary. The two next books, with pait of the tenth, were
tranOated afterwards by him, and publifhed after his death by
William VVightman, in 1562. He has curioufly enough marked
at the end of each book the time when it was finiihed, and the

Ed]
Pierre Valerian, de Infaelic. Literat. lib. i. p. 25.

eJ In Orat. ante prasledionem epift. Ciceron. ad Atticum.

[r] Warton's Hiil. Poetry, vol. iii. p- 396.
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time which it coil him in tranflating; which amounts, at fcpa-

rate intervals, between the year 1555, and 1560, to 202 days,

without reckoning the fragment ot" the tenth book. It appears,

that dnring the whole of this period he relided very much at his

patrimonial territory in Kilgerran foreft, in South Wales. The
fifth book is faid at the end t) have been finilhed on the fourth

of May, 1557, " polt periculuni ejus Karmerdini," which whe-
ther it relates to fome particular event in iiis life, or means that

he made a trial upon it at Caermarthen, is a little uncertain
;
pro-

bably the former. Wightman fays that he pnblilhed all he
could find among his papers; but conjeftures, neverthelefs, that

he had proceeded rather further, from the two lines which he

tranftated the very day before his death, and fent to Wightman.
They are thefe,

Stat fua cuique dies, breve et irreparabile tempus
Omnibus eft vitx : [cd famam extendere faclis

Hoc Virtutis opus.

Ech mans day ftands prefixt, time fhort and fwift with

curekfs bretche

Is lotted all mankind, but by their deeds their fame to

ftretche

That privilege Virtue gives.

He died foon after the 12th of Augufr, 1560, on which day

his will was dated. His tranflalion of Virgil is written, like the

preceding fpccinicn, in long Alexandrines of feven feet. The
tranflation was completed, with the addition of M:ipha?us's thir-

teenth book, by Thomas Twyne, a young phyfician, afterwards

author of other works; his part is deemed by VVarton evidently

inferior to that of his prcdeceHbr, though Phaer has omitted,

mifreprefentcd, and paraphrafed many palfages. Of what he did

o{ this nature Phaer hirafelf has given an account in his poft-

fcript to the Rven books. " Trufting that you my right wor-
fhipful maifters and Ifudentes of univerfities, and fuch as be

teachers of children and readers of this aut^our in Latin, will

not be to muche offended, though every verfe anfwere not to

your expeftation. For (befides the diverfitie between a con-

Aruction and a tranflation) you know there be many miftical

fecretes in this writer, which uttered in Englifh would Ihewe
little pleafour, and in mine opinion are better to be untouched

than to diminijh the grace of the reft with tedioufnes and darknes,

I have therefors followed the counfel of Horace teaching the

duety of a good interprctour, qui quae defperat nitefcere poffe

relinquit, by which occafion, fomwhat I have in places omitted,

fomwhat altered, and fome things I have expounded, and al to

jhe eafe of inferior readers, for you that are learned nede not to

be inftruffed." A ridiculous ej'ror of the prefs ftands in thp

opening
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opening of the fecond ^neid, as reprinted by Twyne. Phaer

had tranllated " Conticuere omnes"' by " they whulted all," for

*' they whilled," or -kept lilence ; but T-wyne has printed it

" they vvhiftled all." Sir Thomas Chaloner in his Encomia.,

printed at London, 1579, 4to, p. 356, has pathetically lamented

Phaer, as a moft-ilcilful phyfician. As to his name, it is written

Phayer 'by Wood, and Phaier by Warton ; >but as we find it

Phaer in every part of the tranllation of Virgii, arKJ in -the MIt-
r.or for Magiftrates, we have To given if. His {toiy of Owen
GlendQvu-.is in ftanzas of fcven lines, the fam.e as Sackville'c

lndu6tion, and the greater part of thole narratives.

PHA-LARIS [g], a celebrated tyrant of antiquity, was born

at Aftypalea, a city of Crete; and gave early figns of an ambi-
tious and cniel nats/ire. As4bon as he was grown up, he inter-

fered in affairs of Hate, and aimed at empire ; on which ac-connt

he was banifhed by the Cretans. He tied to Agrigentum in

Sicily, and there, by virtue of great accompliihments, became a

favourite with the people ; vvhcuTi, however, he vvifhed only to

plcafe, that he might govern them.. He obtained his purpofe in

the following manner. When the Agrigentines had decreed to

build a temple, they committed the care of the work to Phalaiis;

whom they thought t>he fittefl perfon, as 'being then an officer

concerned in colle6ling the revenues of the ftate. Phalaris hired

workmen, bought Haves, and got together a prodigious quantity

of materials. I'hefe materials were ftolen from time to time :

upon which Phalaris got leave of the citi:Eens to fortify a little

C'llUe fbr their better fecurity. This unwary conceffion proved

deltruiitive to their liberty: for Phalaris now armed his flav^eSy

uhom he had drawn into his meafures by a piomife of freedom
j

and, Tallying forth, made himfelf mafter of the city, with no
great oppofitron. This is fuppofed to iiave happened in the 52cl

-Olympiad. Polya^nus relates many ilratagems of Phalaris,

which Ihew him to have been, what Lucian, and the epilUes

v.hich.pafs under his name, reprefent him, a man of great faga-

city and artifice, liberally educated, and Ikilled in the manage-
ment of aJfairs. He behaved himfelf with fo much moderation

and wufdomat firii, that the people of Himera entrufled him
with their arniijes ; and :had probably -undergone the fame fate

with the Agrigentines, if Stelichorus had not given them timely

warning of their danger.

He difcovered at length his nature, by proceeding gradiialiy

to the extremelt cruelty ; in which he exceeded all,the princes
ithat ever reigned. The ancient writers never fpeak of him but
in teims of abhorrence. The ftory of PeriUus and his bull

iHiews, however, that he fometimes knew how to obferve juilice

[*;] Vita Pbalaridis a Carolo Bayl?.
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even in his cruelties. Perilliis was a brafs-founder at Athens
;

who, with a view of pleafing the cruel Phalaris, contrived a new
and unexampled kind of puniihment. He caft a brazen bull,

larger than the life, and finely proportioned ; and falhioncd an

opening in his fide, fo that men might be admitted into his body.

When rhey were (hut up there, a fire was to be kindled under

the belly, in order to roail them ; and the throat was fo formed,

that, inftead of the groans of dying men, were fent forth rather

the roarings of a bull. This was brought to the tyrant, who
was pleafed with the contrivance, and admired the workman-
Ihip ; but aflicd him, " if he had proved it?" <* No," replied

Perillus: ** Then," faid the tyrant, *' it is but reafonable that

you make the firfl: experiment upon your own work ;" and

ordered him immediately to be put into it. Ovid fays in allu-

fion to this [h],

Neque enim lex sequior ulla,

Qiiam necis artifices arte perire fua.

The end of this tyrant is diverfely related ; but it is generally

fuppofed, with Cicero, that he fell by the hands of the Agri-

gentines ; and, as fome fay, at the inftigation of Pythagoras.

Ovid fays, that his tongue was firft cut out ; and that he was
then put into his bull, to pcrilh by the f^me flow fire with which

fo many had periflied before him. Others fay, that he was
floncd ; and all agree that his death was violent. He reigned,

according to Eufebius, 28 years; others fay 16. Mean while,

there is great uncertainty both as to the life, and death, and
whole hiftory of this Sicilian tyrant. Many of the above-men-

tioned circumftances, as they are collected by Mr. Boyle, depend

upon the authenticity of thofe Epiilles which go under the name
of Phalaris ; and which have been juftly queftioned, and indeed

with great reafon rejedled, as the fpurious produdlion of fome
recent fophirt.

The hiftory of the famous controverfy between Bentley and

Boyle, upon the genuinenefs of thefe Epiftles, is too well known
to be particularly infilled on: yet it may be proper to our prefcnt

purpofe, to fay fomething of it in general. Sir William Temple
had affirmed [i], in favour of the ancient writers, that the oldeft

t)ooks we have are ftill the bcft in their kind; and, to fupport the

afferiion, mentiinied" iSfop's Fables," and *' Phalaris's Epiftles."

*' With regard to Phalaris's Kpiltles, I think," fays he, '* that they

have more grace, more fpirit, more force of wit and genius, than

any others I have ever fen, cither ancient or modern. I know
feveral learned men. Or that ufually pafs for fuch, under the name

[h] De arte Amandi, lib. i. v. 655.

[ij Mifcellanea, pare ii. upoa ancient anJ madern learning.
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of critics, have not efteemed them genuine; and Polltian, with

fome others, have attributed them to Liician : but I think he

murt have little iTcill in painting, that cannot find out this to be

an original. Such diverfity of paiTions upon fuch variety of

actions and parages of life and government, fuch freedom of

thought, fuch boldnefs of expreilion, fuch bounty to his friends,

fuch fcorn of his enemies, fuch honour of learned men, fuch

elfeem of good, fuch knowlege of life, fuch contempt of death,

with fuch fiercenefs of nature, and cruelty of revenge, could

never be reprelented but by him that poifeffed them ; and I

eik-em Lucian to have been no more capable of writing, than

of adding what Phalaris did. In all one writ, you find the

fcholar or the fophill ; and in all the other, the tyrant and the

commander." This declaration of fir William Temple, who
was reckoned the Memuiiius of his age, in conjuii6tion with other

motives, led the hon. Charles Boyle, then of Chriil-Church in

Oxford, afterwards earl of Orrery, to give the public an edition

of thefe " Epiftles of Phalaris:" which accordingly came out in

8vo, at Oxford, 1695, with a new Latin verfion, notes, a life

of Phalaris, and a dedication to Aldrich, dean of Chrift-Church.

In the preface, the editor gives an account of the manufcripts

he employed, and mentions that in the king's library; which, he
fays, had been collated only to the 40th epiftle, becaufe the

librarian, who was Dr, Bentley, had, out of his finguJar

humanity, denied him the farther ufe of it : " CoUatas etiaoi

(Epiftolas nempe) curavi ufque ad Epid. 40, cum MSS. in bib-

liotheca regia, cujus mihi copiam ulteriorem bibliothecarius, pro

fingulari lua humanitate, negavit." This was the firft public

flroke in the controverfy ; and Bentley's rudenefs to Boyle, in

recalling the manufcript, before the collation of it was finilhed,

was, as appears froin hence, the caufe of it. Bentley, however,

denied the charge. " I went," [kJ fays he, ** for a whole fort-

night to Oxon, where the book was then printing ; converfed in

the very college where the editors refided : not the lead: whifper

there ot the manufcript,— but there's a renfon for every thing,

and the myltery was foon revealed: for, it ("eetns, I had the hard

hap, in fome private converfation, to fay, that the Epillles were
a fpurious piece, and- unworthy of a new edition : hinc illae

lachrymas."

In 1697, when the fecond edition of Wotton's " Reflections

upon Ancient and Modern Learning" came oi;t, " A Differta-

tion ot Bentley upon the epiitles of Phalaris, &c."' was publifhed
at the end of it. The profeiled defign of this DilTertafion is, to

prove the Epidles fpurious, and doubtlefs was undertaken by
^ntley, chiefly with a view of making reprifals upon the Oxford

[k] Pieface to Differtadons upon the Epiftles of Phalaris.
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editor, for the farcafm in his preface. But whatever was Bent-

ley's motive, for he pretends it was an engagement to his friend

Wotton, it drew forth againft him a terrible vokime of wit and
criticilm, in Boyle's *' Examination," &:c. ; which was printed

in 1698, 8vo. Boyle', in the preface, gives feveral reafons for

anfwering '' Bentley's DilFertation :" one was, that the doc-

tor had, with fome warmth, i'-Ahn foul upon his edition and
verfion'of '* Phalaris's Epiltles.;" another, a regard for lir Wil-
liam Temple, " the m.oll accempliflied writer of the age, who
had openly declared in favour of the Epiftles," and whom he had

drawn, he fays, into a Diare of Dr. Bentley's difpleafure ; a third,

that Dr- Bentley's refieclions were underitood to go farther than

either fir William Temple or himfelf, and to be levelled at a

learned fociety in which he had the happinefs to be educated, and

which Dr. Bentley was fuppofed to attack under thofe general

^erms of " our new editors, our annotators, and thofe great

^eniufes, with whom learning, that is leaving the world, has

taken up her lad rehdence."—In 1699, Bentley republifhed his

*" DifTertation upon the Epiftles of Phalaris, with a full and

copious aniv/er to the objections of Boyle:" and fo the affair

^ided between the two leaders, while their partizans continued

boftilities iome time after.

This was fomething more than a literary contell : the enmity

towards Bentley appears to have been perfonal. Thus the Boyr

l^an champions, in their Examination of Bentley's Diiierta-

Tton, although the fu-pport of Phalaris is the pretence, yet were
chiefly folicitous to pull down Bentley: and hence, as no con-

troverfial piece was ever in better language, and more arttully

written, fo none ever abounded fo much in wit, and ridicule,

and fatire ; the point being not fo much to confute, as to expoie,

the learned difiertator : (or Boyle, in his preface to Phalaris, had

fignified his own diftruft of their genuinetiefs., and, in efFecl:.,

declared himfelf very indifferent aboutit, BentJey, on the other

^and, who had nothing in view but to fu.pport what he had

aiierted, by proving the Epiftles fpurious, though he is far from

v/anting ftrokes of humorous fatire, yet abounded chiefly in

argument and erudition ; and hy thefe gained over all the rea-

foners and the learned ; while the laughej^s, who make an infiniie

majority, were carried away by the wit of Boyle's performance,

1^1 Ihort, although the haughtinefs, the infolence, the rude temi-

per and pedantry of Bentley, made him juftly odious
;

yet, to

give him his due, his '' DifTertation upon the Epiftles of Pha-

laris," with his " Anfwer to the Obje£f ions of Boyle," is one of

the moft illuftrious monuments of fagacity, nice difcernment,

fkill in criticifm, and depth of erudition, that ever was ereded

by a man of letters.
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If, to life the words of Boyle Fl], he did carry his criticifm

fo far as to adert, " not only of Phalaris, but his editor too, that

th-ey neither of them wrote what was afcribed to them," he went
no farther than the difcerning, unprejudiced, and learned part of

the public went with him. What Ihare Boyle had in the edition

of Phalaris, in which no doubt he engrged with a view to raife

fome reputation in letters, is not eafy to determine : but many
are of opinion, that the Examination, though publi(hed with
his name, was in reality no part of it his. It was then, and has

fince been, generally afcribed to Atrerbury, Aldrich, and otiier

learned men and wits of Chrift-Church, whofe objedl was to

humble the redoubtable Beniley, whom they heartily hated.

Swift, aifo(M], gives great countenance to the opinion, when
he repreffnts Boyle, in his advance againlt Bentley, *' clad in a

fuit of armour, which had been given him by all the Gods:"
and Atterbury has declared [nJ, that he himfelf " wrote above
half of it, and tranfcribed the whole." The controverfy at

large has been tranilated into Latin, and republilhed, with the

Epillle, in Gerir.any, by Lennep, Sec. in 4to, 1777.
PHIDIAS [o

J,
the moll famous fculptor of antiquity, was

an Athenian, and a contemporary of the celebrated Pericles, who
flourilhed in the 83d olympiad. This wonderful artift was not

only coiifummate in the ufe of his tools, but accomplilhed in

thofe fciences and branches of knowledge, which belong to his

profeflion : as hiltory, poetry, fable, geometry, optics, &c. He
i\db taught the Greeks to imitate nature perfe6lly in this way;
and all his works were received with admiration. They were
alfo incredibly numerous ; for he united the greateft facility with
the greateft perfedlion. His Nemefis was ranked among his

tirlt works: it was carved out of a block of marble, which was
'found in the camp of tlie Perlians, after they were defeated in

the plains of Marathon. He made an excellent llatue of Mi-
nerva for the Plateans ; hut the (latuc of this goddefs, in her

magnificent temple at Athens, of which there are itiU fome
ruined remains, was an aifonilhing production of human art.

Pericles, who had the care of this pompous edifice, gave, orders

to Phidias, whofe talents he well knew, to make a (tatue of the

goddefs
i
and Phidias formed a figure of ivory and gold, thirty-

nine feet high. Writers never fpeak of this illuftrious monu-
ment of fkill without raptures

;
yet what has rendered the name

of the artilf immortal, proved at that time his ruin. He had
carved upon the fliield of the goddefs his own portrait, and that

of Pericles ; and this was, by thofe that envied them, made a
crime in Phidias. He was alfo charged with embezzling part

[l1 Preface to Examination, &c. [mJ Battle of the Books.

£nJ Efiltolary Correfpondence, vol.ii. p, 21. [o] Junius de piitura vetcruBi.

of
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of the materials which were defigned for the ftatue. Upon
this, he withdrew to Elis, and revenged himfelf upon the un-
grateful Athenians, by making for that place the Olympic Jupi-
ter : a prodigy of art, and which was afterwards ranked among
the feven wonders of the world. It was of ivory and gold j

fixty feet high, and every way proportioned. '* The [p] majefty

of the work equalled the majefty of the God," fays Quintilian
;

*' and its beauty feems to have added luftre to the religion of the

country." Phidias concluded his labours with this mafter-piece

;

and the Eleans, to do honour to his memory, erected, and appro-
priated to his defcendants, an office, which con filled in keeping
clean this magninccnt image.

PHILELPHUS (Francis), a learned Italian, born in 1398,
at Zolentino in the March of Ancona. He ftudied at Padua,
where he made Oich progrefs that, at eighteen, he became profeffor

of eloquence. The fume of his talents gained him an invitation

to Venice, where he was honoured with the rank of citizen, and
was fent by the republic as fecretary to their embafly at Conftan-
tinople. Philelphiis went there in 1419, and took advantage of
this employment to make himfelf mafter of Greek. He there

married Theodora, daughter of the learned Emmanuel Chrylo-
ioras ; this happened ubrin the year 141 9. Becoining at length

known to the emperor John Palaeologus, he was fent on an
embalTy to Sigifmund emperor of Germany, to implore his

aid agaiiill the Turks. After this, he taught at Venice, Flo-

rence, Siena, Bologna, and Milan, with aftonifhing fuccefs.

He was not, however, without his defers. He vnihed to reign

alone in the republic of letters, and could not bear contradiilion

without being extremely irritated. He would difpute on the

moil trivial points, and once wagered 100 crowns, on fome
minute queftion of grammar, againlt the beard of a Greek philofo-

pher named Timotheus. Having won, no folicitation could pre-

vail upon him to remit the fine, and he nioft uiunercifully fhaved

his antagonift, in fpite of very ample offers. To this prefump-
tuous turn he joined a prodigality and a relllellhefs which filled

his life with uneafinefs. Menage has accufed him of deftroying

a copy of Cicero de Gloria, the only one then exiiling, after

having transfufed the greater part of it into a treatife of his own :

but it does not appear that the accufation was juft. Other
learned men have been alfo fufpefted, but all that is certain is, that

the work was extant in the time of Petrarch, who mentions having

a copy of it, and has fmce been utterly loft. He died at Flo-

rence on the lafi: day of July, in 1481, being then 83. His
works confift of, i. " Odes and Poems," 4to, 1488. 2 ** Dif-

courfts," publilhed at Venice, in folio, 1492. 3. " Dialogues

fp] Inft. Orat. lib. xli. cap: 10;
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and Satires," Milan, 1476 ; 4. with a great variety of fmaller

works, all in Latin, in verfe and in profe. The works col"

ledled were publilhed at Bale in 1739. There is alfo a collec-

tion of his Letters, printed at Venice in 1502, fol. which is

rather fcarce.

PHILEMON, an Athenian comic poet, contemporary with

Mcnander, \vhofe rival he was, and though inferior, frequently

fuccefsful againlt him ; by means of intrigue, or the partiality of

friends. He was, by the account of Suidas, a Syracufan by

•birth, but Strabo fays, that he was born at Sola^ in Cilicia. He
was fome years older than Mcnander, and in the opinion of

Quintilian, fairly next to him in merit, though unfit to be pre-

ferred to him. Apuleius fpcaks /fill more favourably, faying

only that he was fortaJJ'e vnpar, and adds that there are to bs

found in his dramas " many witty ftrokes, plots ingenioufly dif-

pofed, difcoveries ftrikingly brought to Hglit, chara6lers \vell

adapted to their parts, fentiments that accord with human life;

Jeffs that (\o not degrade the fock, and gravity that does not

intrench upon the bullcin." Philemon lived to the extraordinary

age of 10 1 years, and compofed ninety comedies. Menander
indeed compofed inore, and in lefs time, but even this was
extraordinary. His longevity was the refult of great temper-

ance, and a placid frame of mind. Frugal to a degree that fub-

jected him to the charge of avarice, he never weakened his

faculties or conffitution by excefs; and he fiimmed up all his

wilhes in one rational and moderate petition to heaven, which
throws a molf favourable light upon his charadler ;

" I pray for

health in the firfl place, in the next for fuccefs in my undertak-

ings ; thirdly, for a chearful heart; and laftly, to be out of debt

to all mankind ^Q_'," a petition which feems to have been granted

in all its parts. As he lived in conftant ferenity of mind, ^o

he died without pain of body ; for, having called together a num-
ber of his friends to the reading of a play which he had newly
finifhed, and fitting, as was the cuftom in that ferene climate^

under the open canopy of heaven, an unforefeen fall of rain

broke up the company, juft when the old man had got into the

third a6t, in the vtry warmef!: interefts of his fable. His hearers

difappointed by this unlucky check to their entertainment, inter-

ceded with him for the remainder on the day following, to which
he rr;adily aiented ; and a great compaity bfing then alfein-

bled, whom the fame of the rehearfal had brought together, they

fat a confiderable time in expedlation of the poet, 'till wearied

out with waitit'g, and unab!e to account for his want of punc-
tuality, fome of his intimates were difpatched in queft of him,

who, having entered his houfe, and maae their way to his

£qj Cumberland's Obfervers, No. 139, whence a great part of thli account is taken;

chamber.
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chamber, found the old man d^-ad on his conch, in hi<: ufnal

meditating poltnrc, his features placid and compofed, and with

every fymptom thnt imlicated a death without pain or (Irugglc.

The fragments of Philemon are in general of a fentimental,

tender cad, and though they enforce found and (indi morality,

yet no one inlfance occurs of that gloomy mifanthropy, that

tarih and dogmatizing fpirit which too often marks the maxims
of his more ilhiftrious rival. They were colle(^ed and publifhed

by Grotius, together with thofe of Menander ; the greater part

having been preferved by Stobas;i>s. Several of them, as well

as the fragments of the other Greek comic poets, have been

trani^atcd by Mr. Cumberland in the mn{l elegant and fpirited

&\\s, and highly adorn the volumes of his Obferver, to which

Vv'c refer our readers for further information.

PHILIP II, king of Macedon, fourth fon of Amyntas II.

finiflied his education at Thebes, to which place his father had

lent him as a hollage. Plere he had the ineftimable .advantage

of being placed, at the age of fifteen, xmder the immediate guid-

ance of the great Epaminondas; and while he was in(tru6led by

a Pythagorean philofopher in the do6frines of that feft, the con-

Terlation of Epaminondas ftill improved his knowledge, and

taught him the lovelinefs of virtue. High and exalted fenti-

ments of glory were befi- fitted to his difpolhion, and all the arts

and accomplilhments which led to this, he ftt)dioully cultivated,

and eagerly acquired [r]. From the great Thcban he learned

a6livity and vigour in all military operations ; addrefs and faga-

city in improving all opportunities, and turning every incident

to his advantage ; his julticc and clemency he did not, as Plu-

tarch obfer\es, equally adopt. In fa61, his inordinate love of

glory overcame thofe and other virtues which he really efteemed,

whenever they came in competition. On the death of his bro-

ther Perdiccas III. in the year 360, A. C. Philip flew to the

proteclion of his countrv, then in imminent danger; and under

the title of regent and protector to his infant nephew Amyntas,

afTumcd the reins of government : ere long, however, the young

king was fet afide, by an interruption of i'uccefiion not uncom-
mon in that kingdom, and Philip was completely inverted with

Tovalty. He now employed himfelf in new modelling the army,

and inltituted the celebrated Macedonian phalanx, which led to fo

many viftories. * Two pretenders to the crown, and four formi-

dable enemies aiRiuallv in arms, did not long embarrafs Philip.

Some he bribed into peace, and others he conquered. He made
peace with the Pseonians, averted theinvafion of Paufanias, one

of the claimants of the crown, and defeated and flew Argasus

the other, near Methone, though fupported by the Athenians.

[r] Lcbad'3 Life of Philip.

In
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In another year he added Pceonia to his dominions, and com-
pletely defeated the Ulyrians, wlio had been very formidable to

iMacedon. Their old but gallant king Bardyllis fell in the adlion.

Conftantly attentive to all probabilities of advantage, Philip, in

the third year of his reign, befieged and took Amphipolis, though

he had pledged himfelf by a treaty with Ath.ens to leave it inde-

pendent ;. and, that he might arm himfelf againft their refent-

ment, Itreagthened his alliance with the Olynthians, to whom he

gave up Pydna and Potidcea. An cxpediti'on into Thrace now
made hiin mafter of Crenida?, and the rich gold-mines in its

neighbourhood. He placed a Macedonian garrifon in the city,

and changed its name to Philippi. The mines, which had beer*

neglected, he, with much intelligence and perfeverance, brought

into life, and drew from them an annual revenue of ten thoufand

talents; or between five and fix hundred thoufand pounds; which

contributed afterwards very materially, under the guidance of his

policy and valour, to the prodigious increafe of his power. In

the fourth year of his reign he married Olympias, daughter of

Neoptolemus, king of the Moloffi, and niece of the reigning

king Arymbas ; and this princefs within a twelvemonth made
him the father of tlie famous Alexander. Meanwhile, the poli-

tical activity and talents of Philip were irrefidible. It was ia

vain that the kings of Thrace, Pasonia, and Illyria combined
againft him; he attacked them by furprife, and reduced them to

fubjection. It is faid by Plutarch, that he received on the fame
day three remarkable pieces of news. That he had obtained

the prize at the Olympic games, that he had defeated the Uly-

rians, and that he had a fon born. In confequence of this lalt

event he immediately wrote to Ariftotle a letter, which is ftili

extant, to defire that he would Aiperintcnd the education of hi&

fon. As fome check to his icliclty, at the fiege of Methoije hq

loft an eye: but it has been well obfervcd by an ancient writer,

that he regarded any bodily lofs as a cheap facrlfice to a,ttain the

objects of his ambition. To the conqueil of all Qreece that

ambition now began to point> and proceeded for feveral years,

unobferved by the Athenians, whofe oppofition to it was likely

to be moft formidable. Demofthenes was one of the firft whu
perceived the danger, and moft ftrenuoudy continued to excite hi,^

countrymen to relift it. At length, in the year 348 A.C. when
he op;nly attacked their allies of Olynthus, they were perfuaded

by the Olynthiac orations of that orator to take arms againft

him. Their efforts however proved ineffe<5tual. Partly by valour,

partly by treachery, Olynthus was taken, the city razed, and the

inhabitants fold for flaves. Tlie Athenians found it neceilary

to treat for peace, and Demofthenes himfelf was one cf the

ambalVado] s appointed to fettle the terms. The progrefs of Philip

v/js now m.or? rapid,
,
Having made himfelf a party in the

facre^
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facred war, Ic took that opportunity of feizing Phocis ; he gained

alfo the important pals ot Thermopylas, and was admitted into

the public council of the Amphidyons. This, as he had not yet

been acknowledged a member of the Hellenic body, was a confi-

derable ftep, but even the Athenians at length fubmitted to ir.

By degrees he became mafter of Thelfaly, made great progrefs

in Thrace, and invaded Eubcea. The Athenians were now agnin

called forth, and, by the valour of Phocion, difpoil'elfed his forces

and adherents of all footing in that illand. The fame able

commander foon after relieved Byzantium. Being baffled in

thefe attempts, Philip made an incurfion into Scythia, but thofe

barbarians proved more formidable enemies than he had hitherto

found ; for though he fucceeded at firft, and took much fpoil,

yet loll it all in his retreat, which was nearly cut off by the

Triballi ; and he himfelf would have loft his life, had he not

been faved by the brave interference of his fon Alexander. He
returned without much delay to his defigns on Greece. By his

intrigues in the Amphi6lyonic council, he caufed himfelf to be

appointed to the command in a new kind of facred war; and

under this pretence led his forces into Greece, and fummoned
all the ftates to attend his ftandard. The Thebans and Athe-

nians were now alarmed, and the more fo when he feized the

fortrefs of Elatea in Phocis, which commanded the pafs into

Boeotia and Attica. They declared war againft him ; foon after

which he marched into Boeotia, and in the fatal battle of Chas-

ronea, fought in the year [^38 A. C. put an end to the liberties

of Greece. When he had gained this objecl, he began to look

forward to another ftill greater, and, alTembling the ftates of

Greece at Corinth, propofed an invafion of Perfia. This, how-

ever, was an enterprife which his fon, and not himfelf, was

deftined to fulfil; for before his preparations towards that defign

were nearly completed, he was aifaflinated by Paufanias, a young

man to whom he had denied juftice againft one Attains. This

happened in the year 336 A. C. two years after the battle of

Chasronea. Many anecdotes are related of this prince, by Plu-

tarch and others, which mark the energy, decifion, and fagacity

of his mind ; but his whole charaQcr is moft judicioufly fum-

med up by his able biographer Dr. Leland, with whofe words

this article may properly be clofed.

" Thus died Philip king of Macedon, at the age of forty-feven

years, after a reign of rwenty-four, fpent in toils and difficulties,

and enterprifes of hazard and danger, in which he fo eminently

difplayed that extent and elevation of genius ; that firmnefs and

greatnefs of mind ; that jurtncfs and accuracy, penetration, and

fagacity in forming his defigns; that true difcernment in choofing

the means of conducing them ; and that vigour and refolution in

executing them, which have juftly rendered him the objecSl of

admira-
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admiration to all thofe who are acquainted with the Greciaa

itory." The hiftorian then refolves all the apparent inconfifl-

encics of his character into the love of glory, to which all his

other qualities were fubfervient. *' If terror and feverity were

neccilary for the eftablilhment of his power, his fentiments of

humanity eafily yielded to the di£lates of his ambition ; and the

diitrefies in which whole dates and countries were involved he

regarded with indifference and unconcern. If diffimulation an^-
artifice were required, his pertedl knowledge of mankind, joined

to his obliging and iniinuatlng deportment, enabled him to prac-

tife thefe with the mod confummate addrefs ; and thus were
candour and ingenuoufnefs frequently facriticed to his fchemcs

of greatnefs. If corruption was necelTary, he knew its power,

and was perfetSl in the art of propagating and recommending it,

by the fairell and moft plauiible pretences ; and although he

endeavoured, from a full conviilion of its fatal confequences, to

check its progrefs in his own kingdom (as appears from his dif-

coiiraging his fon's attempts to introduce it) yet he never fcru-

pled to make it his inftrument to deftroy his rivals. Hence we
find him fometimes reprefented as a cruel, crafty, and perfidious

prince, who laid it down as his favourite maxim, that it was a
folly when he had killed the father, to leave any of his family-

alive to revenge his death ; who profelTed to amufe men with

oaths, as children with toys ; and who was rather the purchafer

than the conqueror of Greece. If, on the other hand, the fpe-

cious appearances of generofity, condefcenfion, and benevolence

were required to ferve his great purpofes, no man was more capa-

ble of aifuming them ; no man could'difplay them more naturally

and gracefully. If his reputation was to be exalted, or the

number of his partizans to be increafed, he could confer favours

with ap air of the utmolt cordiality and affeftion, he could liiten

to reproof with patience, and acknowledge his errors with the

moft fpecious femblance of humanity : he could conquer his

enemies and revilers by his good offices, and reconcile their

affections by unexpefted and unmerited liberalities. Hence
again we find him imblazoned by all the pomp of praife ; as

humane and benevolent, merciful, and placable ; in the midit

of all the infolence of victory, careful to exercife the virtues of

humanity ; and gaining a fecond and more glorious triumph, by
the kindnefs and clemency, with which he reconciled and com-
manded the affc6lions of thofe whom his arms had fubdued. In
a word, his virtues and vices were diretSled and proportioned to

his great defigns of power : his moft iliining and exalted quali-

ties influenced, in a great meafure, by his ambition : and even
to the moft exceptionable parts of his conduct was he chiefly

determined by their conveniency, and expediency. If he was
unjuft, he was, like Cxfar, uniuft for the fake of empire. If

Vol. XIL ^ he
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he gloried in the fiiccefs acquired by his virtues, or his intef

-

ledlual accomplifhments, rather than in that which the force of

arms could gain, the reafon which he himfelf afllgned points out

his true principle. In the former cafe, faid he, the glory is

entirely my own ; in the other, iny generals and foldiers have
their fhare." The reader fliould perhaps be cautioned not to

conuder this account as any extenuation of the faults of this

monarch. It marks him as a man of confummate abilities 5

but while it accounts for fome of his vices, it takes away the

chief merit, even from his apparent virtues.

PHILIPS (P^abian) [rJ, author of feveral books relating to

ancient culloms and privileges in England, was the fon of a

gentleman, and born at Preilbury in Glouceflerlhire, Sept. 28,

1601. When, he was very young, he fpent fome time in one of

the inns of chancery ; and thence tranilated himfelf to the

raiddle-temple, where he became learned in the law. In the

civil wars he continued loyal, having alvvays been an alTertor of

the king's prerogative; and was fo pailionare a lover of Charles I.

that, two duys before the king was beheaded, he wrote a protefta-

tion againfl: the intended murder, which he caufed to be printed,

and affixed to polls in all public places. He alfo publilhed, in

1649, 4to, a pamphlet entitled, " Veritas Inconculla; or King
Charles I. no man of blood, but a martyr for his people:"

which was reprinted in i66ors], 8vo. In 1653, when the courts

of jaftice at Weiiminfter, elpecially the chancery> were voted

down by Oliver's parliament, he publilhed, " Confiderations?

againft the dilTolving and. taking them away:" for which he

received the thanks of William Lenthall, efq; fpeaker of the

late parliament, and of the keepers of the liberties of England,

For fome time, he was filazer for London, Middlefex, Cam-
bridgefliire, and Huntingdonihire ; and fpent much money in

fearching records, and writing in favour of the royal preroga-

live : yet he got no advantage from it, except the place of one
of the commillioners for regulating the law, worth 200I. per

annum, which only lalted two years. After the reftoration of

Charles II. when the bill for taking away the tenures was de-

pending in parliatnent, he wrote and publilhed a book, to fliew

the necellity of preferving them. . Its title is " Tenenda non

Tollenda : or, the Necellity of preferving Tenures in Capite,

and by Knighl's-fervicc, which, according to their firfl: inllitu-

tion, were, and are yet, a great part of the falus populi, &c,
1660," 4to. In 1663, he publilhed, " The Antiquity, Lega-

lity, Reafon, Duty, and Ntcefiity of Prx-emption and Pourvey-

ance for the King," 4to; and, afterwards, many other pieces

tepon fubjecls of a limilar kind. He likewife affifted Dr. Bates

• [r] Btographii Britannka, [s] Fafti Oxon.

-• in
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in his " Elenchus Motuiim ;" efpecially in fearching the records

and ofEces for that work. He died, Nov. 17, 1690, in his 89th
year; and was buried near his wife, in the church of Twyford
in Middlefex. He was a man well acquainted with records and
antiquities; but his manner of writing is not clofe or well

digefted. He publiOied a political pamphlet in 1 68 1, which,
fuppofing him to have been fincere, proves his paffion for royal

prerogative to have been much fuperior to his fagacity and judge-
ment : it is entitled, " Urfa Major et Minor; fhewing, that

there is no fuch fear, as is fadtioufly pretended, of popery and
arbitrary power."
PHILIPS (Catherine), an Englifb lady of great wit and

accomplifhments, was the daughter of Mr. Fowler, a merchant
of London ; and born there in 1631 [tJ. She was educated at

a boarding-fchool in Hackney; where (he diftinguifhed herfeli"

early for her fkill in poetry. She became the wife of James
Philips, of the priory of Cardigan, efq; and afterwards went
with the vifcountefs of Dungannon into Ireland. At the requefl

of the earl of Orrery, fhe tranflated from the French, and dedi-

cated to the countefs of Cork, " Corneille's tragedy of Pompey;"
which was feveral times a£lcd at the new theatre there in 1063
and 1664, in which laft year it was publifhed. She tranflated

alfo the four firfl adts of " Horace," another tragedy of Cor-
neille; the fifth being done by fir Jfthn Denham. This excel-

lent and amiable lady, for fuch it feems ihc was, died of the

fmall pox in London, the 22d of June, 1664., to the regret of
all the beau-monde: " having not left," fays Langbaine, '* any
of her fex her equal in poetry."—" She not only equalled,"

adds he, '* all that is reported of the poetefles of antiquity, the

Lefbian Sappho and the Roman Sulpitia, but juftly found her
admirers among the greateft poets of our age:"[u] and then
he mentions the earls of Orrery and Rofcommon, Cowley, and
others. Cowley wrote an ode upon her death. Dr. Jeremy
Taylor had addrclTed to her his *' Meafures and Offices of friend-

fhip:" the fecond edition of which was printed in 1657, i2mo.
She alTumed the name of Orinda. In i66y, were printed, in

folio, " Poems by the moft defervedly admired Mrs. Catherine
Philips, the matchlefs Orinda. To which is added, Monfieur
Corneille's Pompey and Horace, tragedies. With feveral other

tranflations from the French ;" and her portrait before them,
engraven by Faithorn. There was likewife another edition in

1678, folio; in the preface of which we are told, that *' (he.

wrote her familiar letters with great facility, in a very fair hand,
and perfedf orthography ; and if they were colle6ted with thofe

excellent difcourfes fhe wrote on feveral fubje£ts, they would

[t] Geaeral Diaionary. [uj Account ofirwiAtifrpoetj.
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make a volume much larger than that of her poems." In 1705,
a fmall volume of her letters to fir Charles Cotterrell was printed

under the title of, " Letters from Orinda to Poliarchus:" the

editor of which tells us, that " they were the efFeft of an happy
intimacy between herfelf and the late famous Poliarchus, and
are an admirable pattern for the pleafing corrtfpondcnce of a

virtuous friendlhip. They will fiifficientlv inflruiSt us, how an
intercourfe of writing between perfons of different fcxes ought

to be managed with delight and innocence ; and teach the world
not to load fuch a commerce with cenfure and detradtion, when
it is removed at fuch a diflance from even the appearance of
guilt."

PHILIPS (John), an Englifh poet [x], was fon of Dr.
Stephen Philips, archdeacon of Salop ; and born at Bampton in

Oxfordfliire, Dec. 30, i6y6. After bLing well grounded in

grammar-learning, he was fent to Winchefter fchool, and be-

coming an excellent claffical fcholar, was removed thence to

Chrift-church in Oxford, where he performed all his univerfity

exercifes with applaufe. Following, however, the natural bent

of his genius, which lay towards poetry, he applied himfelf to

read the bell poets, particularly Milton ; whom he (ludied fo

intenfely, that it is faid there was not an allufion in " Paradife

L-ofl:," drawn from any hint in citiier Homer or Virgil, to which
he could not imtnediately refer. Yet he was not fo inuch in

love with poetry, as to negledl any other parts of good litera-

ture : he was very well verfed in the knowledge of nature, and

particularly fkilled in all manner of antiquities, as he has with

inuch art and beauty fhewed in his poetry. While he was at

Oxford, he was honoured with the acquaintance of the beft and

polited men in it ; and had a particular intimacy with Mr. Ed-
mund Smith, author of the tragedy of Phaedra and Hippolitus.

The firfl: poem, which diflinguillied him, was his " Splendid

Shilling;" which the author of the Taller llyles " the finelt

burlefque poem in the Britifli language." His next, entitled,

*' BlenheiiTi," he wrote at the requeft of the earl of Oxford,

and Mr. Henry St. John, afterwards lord Bolingbroke, on occa-

ilon of the vi6lory obtained at that place by the duke of Marl-

borough in 1704. It was publilhed in 1705 ; and the year after

he finilhed a third poem, upon " Cyder," the fiiit book of which

had been written at Oxford. It is founded upon the model of

Virgil's *' Gcorgics," and is very excellent in its kind. All

that we liave more by Philips is, a Latin ** Ode to Henry St.

John, Efq;" which is alfo cileemed a mafter-piece. He was
contriving greater things; but illnefs coming on, he was obliged

to relinquilh all purfuits, but the care of his health. All his

[x] Sewell'sLife and charafter of Mr. John PhilipSj prefixed t» his poems, 1720,

8ro. General Di^ionary.
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care, however, was not fufficient to keep him alive: for, after

lingering a longtime in a confumption, attended with an afthma,

he died at Hereford, Feb. 15, 1708, when he had not reached

his thirty-third year. He was interred in the cathedral there,

with an infcription over his grave ; and had a monument eredted

to his memory, in Weftminfter-abbey, by fir Simon Harcoiirt,

afterwards lord chancellor, with an epitaph upon it, written by
Dr. Atterbury, though commonly afcribed to Dr. Freind [y].
Philips was one of thofe few poets, whofe Mufe and manners
were equally excellent and amiable ; and both were fo in a very

eminent degree.

Dr. Johnfon obfcrves, that ** Philips has been always praifed,

without contradiilion, as a man modeft, blamelefs, and pious;

who bore a narrow fortune without difcontent, and tedious and
painful maladies without impatience ; beloved by thofe that

knew him, but not ambitious to be known. He was probably

not formed for a wide circle. Hisconverfation is commended for

its innocent gaiety, which feems to have flowed only among his

intimates ; for I have been told, that he was in company filent

and barren, and employed only upon the pleafures of his pipe.

His addiction to tobacco is mentioned by one of his biographers,

who remarks that in all his writings, except * Blenheim,' he
has found an opportunity of celebrating the fragrant fume.. la
common life, he was probably one of thofe who pleafe by not

offending, and whofe perfon was loved, becaufe his writings

were admired. He died honoured and lamented, before any
part of his reputation had withered, and before his patron St.

John had difgraced him. His works are few. The * Splendid

Shilling,' has the imcommon merit of an original defign, unlefs

it may be thought precluded by the ancient Centos. To degrade
the founding words and (lately conftrudlion of Milton, by an
application to the loweft and moft trivial things, gratifies the

mind with a momentary triumph over that grandeur which hi-

therto held its captives in admiration ; the words and things are
prefented with a new appearance, and novelty is always grateful

where it gives no pain. But the merit of fuch performances
begins and ends with the firft author. He that fhould again
adapt Milton's phrafe to the grofs incidents of common life,

and even adapt it with more art, which would not be difficult,

muft yet expedl but a fmall part of the praife which Philips has
obtained; he can only hope to be confidercd as the repeater of
ajeft."

" There is a Latin * Ode' written to his patron St. John, in

return for a prefent of wine and tobacco, which cannot be
palled without notice. It is gay, and elegant, and exhibits

[y] Sec his Epiftolary Correfpondtnce, vol, il. pt 412.
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feveral artful accommodations of clafllck exprefTions to new
purpofes. It feems better turned than the odes of Hannes *. To
the poem on * Cider,' written in imitation of the * Georgicks,'

may be given this peculiar praife, that it is grounded in truth;

that the precepts which it contains are exadl and juft; and that

it is therefore at once, a book of entertainment and of fcience.

This I was told by Miller, the great gardener and botanift, whofe
expreiTion wa?, that ' there were many books written on the

fame fubjeft in profe, which do not contain fo much truth as

that poem.' In the difpofition of his matter, fo as to interfperfe

precepts relating to the culture of trees, with fentimcnts more
generally pleafmg, and in eafy and graceful tranfitions from one

fubjeft to another, he has very diligently imitated hismafter;

but he unhappily pleafed himfelf with blank vcrfe, and fuppofed

that the numbers of Milton, which imprefs the mind with vene-

ration, combined as thev are with fubjeils of inconceivable

grandeur, could be fuflained by images which at mod can rife

only to elegance. Contending angels may (hake the regions of

heaven in blank verfe ; but the flow of equal meafures, and the

embellifhment of rhyme, mufl recommiend to our attention the

art of engrafting, and decide tlie merit of the redftreak and

pearm.ain. What (ludy could confer, Philips had obtained ; but

natural deficience cannot be fupplied. He feems not born to

greatnefs and elevation. He is never lofty, nor does he often

furprife with un'^xpecled excellence ; but perhaps to his laft

poem may be applied what Tully faid of the work of Lucre-

tius, that " it is written with much art, though with few blazes

of genius."

It is remarkable, that there were two poets of both the names
of this author, who flourifhed in his time: one of whom was
nephew jo Milton, and wrote feveral things, particularly fome
memoirs of his uncle, and part of Virgil Traveflied. The
other w'as the author of two political farces, both printed in

1716; I. " The Earl of Marr marred, with the Humours of

Jocky the Highlander." 2. " The Pretender's Flight : or, a

Mock Coronation, with the Humours of the facetious Harry
St. John." '

PHILIPS (Ambrose), an Engllfli poet, was defcendcd fron^

an ancient faniily in Leicefterfhire, and educated at St. John's-

college in Cambridge, where he wrote his " Paftorals;" a fpe-

cies of poetry, in which he has been thought by fome to have

excelled. When he quitted the univerfity, and repaired to the

metropolis, he became, as Jacob expreifes himfelf, *' one of

the wits at Button's [z];" and there contracted an acquaintance

with the gentlemen of the belles lettres, who frequented it,

* A poet in the Mufae Anglicans. [zj Lives of the PoetSt

Sir
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Sir Richard Steele was his particular friend, and infertcd in his

Tatler, No. 12, a little poem of his, called "A Winter-piece,"

dated from Copenhagen the qih of May, 1 709, and addreiTed

to the earl of Dorfet. Sir Richard thus inentions it with ho-

nour: ** This is as fine a piece as we ever had from any of the

Tchools of the moft learned painters. Such linages as thefe give

us a new pleafiire in our light, and fix upon our minds traces of

refledlion, which accompany us wherever the like objects occur."

Pope, too, who had a confirmed averfion to Philips, when he

afFeded to defpife his other works, always excepted this out of

the number.
Steele was alfo an admirer of Philips's Paflorals, which

had then obtained a great number of re:idcrs; and was about to

form a critical comparifon of Pope's Paftorals with thofe of

Philips, viith a view of giving the preference to the latter.

Pope, apprifed of Steele's defign, and always jealous of his own
reputation, contrived the moft artful method to defeat it : which
was, by writing a paper for the Guardian, No. 40, after feveral

others had been employed there on paftoral poetry, upon the

merits of Philips and himfelf ; and fo ordering it, as that himfelf

was found the better verfifier, while Philips was preferred as

the beft Arcadian. Upon the publication of this paper, the

enemies of Pope exulted, to fee him placed below Philips, in

a fpecies of poetry, upon which he was fuppofed to value him-
felf; but were extremely mortified, foon after, to find that Pope
himfelf was the real author of the paper, and that the whole
criticifm was an irony. The next work Philips publifhed,

after his Paftorals, was, " The Life of John Williams, Lord-
Keeper of the Great Seal, Bifliop of Lincoln, and Archbllhop

of York, in the Reigns of James and Charles I." He is fuppofed

to have undertaken this, for the fake of making known his po-
litical principles.

Meanwhile, he fell under the fevere difpleafure of Pope, who
fatirized him with his ufual keennefs. It was faid, he ufed to

mention Pope as an enemy to the government; and it is certain,

that the revenge, which Pope took upon him for this abufe,

greatly ruffled his temper. Philips was not Pope's match in the

art of fatiriiing, and therefore had recourfe to another weapon;
for he Ruck up a rod at Button's cofFee-houfe, with which he
threatened to chaflife his antagonift, whenever he fhould meet
him. But Pope prudently declined going to a place, where he
mui\ have felt the refentment of an enraged author, as much
fuperior to him in bodily ftrength, as inferior in genius and (kill

in verfifying.

Befides Pope, there were fome other writers who have written

in burlefque of Philips's poetry, which was fingular in its man-
lier, and not difficult to imitate

;
particularly Mr. Henry Carey,
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•who, by fome lines in Philips's ftyle, and which were for fome
time thought to be dean Swift's, fixed on that author the name
of Namby Pamby. Ifaac Hawkins Browne alfo imitated him
in his Pipe of Tobacco. This, however, is written with
great good humour, and, though intended to burlefque, is by no
means defigned to ridicule Philips, he having taken the very

fame liberty with Swift, Pope, Thomfun, Young, and Cibber.

As a dramatic writer, Philips has certainly conftderable merit.

All his pieces of that kind met with fuccefs, and one of them
is at this time a flandard of entertainment at both theatres, being

generally repeated feveral times in every fcafon. The titles of

them all, being three in number, are, r. " The DiifrcfTed Mo-
ther," from the French cf Racine, aded in i^ii. 2. "The
Briton," a tragedy, a£^ed in 1721. And, 3. '* Humfrey Duke
of Gloucefter," afted alfo in 1721.

Philips's circumflances were in general, through his life,

rot only eafy, but rather ~affiuent, in confequence of his being

connected, by his political principles, with perfons of great

rank and confequence. He was concerned with Dr. Hugh
Boulter, afterwards archbifhop of Armagh, the right honourable

Richard Welf, lord-chancellor of Ireland, the reverend Mr.
Gilbert Burnet, and the reverend Mr. Henry Stevens, in writing

ft feries of papers called " The Free-Thinker," which were all

publiflied together 'by Philips, in 3 vols. 8vo. In the latter

part of queen Anne's reign, he was fecretary to the Hanover
club, a fet of noblemen and gentlemen who had formed an

affociation in honour of that fucceflion, and for the fupport of

jts interefls ; and who ufed particularly to diftinguifh in their

toafts fuch of the fair-fex as were moft zealoufly attached to the

illurtrious houfe of Erunfwick. Mr. Philips's ifation in this

club, together with the zeal fhevvn in his writings, recom-
mending him to the notice and favour of the new government,

he was, foon after the acccHion of king George I. put into the

commiflion of the peace, and, in 1717, appointed one of the

commiiTioners of the lottery. On his friend Dr. Boulter's being

made primate of Ireland, he accompanied that prelate, and in

Sept. 1734, was appointed rcgiltrar of the prerogative court at

Dublin, had other confiderable preferments belfowed on him,

and was ele6led a member of tlie Hotife of Commons there, as

reprefentative for the county of Armagh. At length, having

purchafed an annuity for life of 400I. per annum, he came over

to England fome time in the year 1748, but did not long enjoy

his fortune, being ftruck with a palfy, of which he died, June
18, 1749, in his 78th year, at his lodgings near Vaux-hall.
** Of his perfonal charadler," fays Dr. Johnfon, *' all I have,

heard is, that he was eminent for bravery, and fkill in the fword,

and that in converfaiion he was folemn and pompous." He is

fomcwhere
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fomewhere called Qiiaker Philips, but he appears to have been
a man of integrity ; for the late Paul Whitehead relates that,

when Mr. Addifon was fecretary of iiate, Philips applied to him
for fome preferment, but was cnoUy anfwered, " that it was
thou2;ht that he was already provided for, by being made a juftice

for Weftminfter. To this obfervation our author, with fome
indignation, replied, " l^hough poetry was a trade he could not
live by, yet he fcorned to owe fubfiftence to another which he
ought not to live by."

Gildon, in his ** Complete Art of Poetry," has mentioned
Philips in paftoral writing with Theocritus and Virgil: he cer-
tainly is not fo contemptible as Pope afFetled to think him.
PHILO, an ancient Greek writer, and of a noble family

among the Jews [a], flouriihed at Alexandria in the reign of
Caligula. He was the chief perfon of an embafly, which was
fent to Rome about the year 42, to plead the caufe of his nation

againlt Apion, who was commiffioned by the Alexandrians to

charge it with neglefling the honours due to Csfar; but that

emperor would not fuffer him to fpeak, and behaved to him with
fuch anger, that Philo was in no fmall danger of lofing his life.

He went a fecond time to Rome, in the rei^n of Claudius; and
then, according to Eufebius and Jerome, became acquainted,
and upon terms of frreriHThTpj'wTtfi" St'. Peter. Photius fays

further, that he was baptized into the Chriftian religion, and
afterwards from fome motive of refentment, renounced it ; but
there is much uncertainty in all this, and few believe that St.

Peter was at Rome fo early as the reign of Claudius, if he was
there at all.

Be this as it will, Philo was educated at Alexandria, and made
an uncommon progrefs in eloquence and philofophy. After the
fafhion of the time, he cultivated, like many of his religion,

the philofophy of Plato, whofe principles he imbibed fo deeply,
and whofe manner he imitated ^o well, that it grew to be a
cominon faying, " aut Plato philonizat, aut Philo platonizat."

Jofephus calls him a man " eminent on all accounts:" and Eu-
febius defcribes him, " copious in fpeech, rich in fentiments,
and fublirtie in the knowledge of holy writ." Meanwhile, he
v/as fo much immerfed in philofophy, the Platonic in particular,

that he negleded to acquaint himfelf with the Hebrew lan-
guage, and the rites and cuftoms of his own people. Scaliger,
in his ufual way, fays that Philo " knew no more of Hebrew
and Syriac, than a Gaul or a Scythian." Grotius is of opinion,
that " he is not fuliy to be depended on, in what relates to the
manners of the Hebrews:" and Cudworth goes fomewhat fur-

[a] Fabric. Bibl. Grasc. vol. iii. and Cave. Hift. Literar. vol, i. Jofeph. A'ntiq,
Judffior. lib. xviii. c. 8. EufeD, Hift. Ecclef. lib. ii. c. 17. Hieron. de Script, Ecclef.
(. ii. Cod. 105,
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• f ther, when he favs, that, ** though a Jew by nation, he was yet

I very ignorant of Jewifh cuftoms." Fabricius cannot come into

the opinion of thefe great men : and, though he allows fome in-

advertencies and errors of Philo with regard to thefe matters,

yet he does not think them a fufficient foundation, on which trt

charge fo illuftrious a doctor of the law with ignorance. He
could not have denied, however, that Philo's palhon for philo-

fophy had made him more than half a Pagan: for it led him to

interpret the law and the prophets upon Platonic ideas ; and to

admit nothing as truly interpreted, which was not agreeable

to the principles, of the academy. This led him ftill further,

to turn every thing into allegory, and to deduce the darlcefl

meanings from the plainert: words: which pernicious pradlicc

[ Origen imitated afterwards, and expofed himfelf by it to the

fcotis of Celfus and Porphyry. The writings of Philo abound

; with high and myftical, new and fubtile, far-fetched and ab-

ftrafted notions, where the dodrines of Plato and Mofes are

fo promjfcuoufly blended, that it is not an eafy matter to aflign

to each his own principles. In the mean time, we (hould greatly

injure this Jewilh Plato not to own, that there are in his works

inany excellent things. Though he is continually platonizing,

and allegorizing the fcrlptures, yet he abounds with fine fenti-

I

ments and lefTons of morality: and his morals are rather the

-J
morals of a Chrillian than of a Jew. Hiftory likewife, as well

as his own writings, gives us all imaginable reafon to conclude, i

that he was a man of great prudence, conrtancy, and virtue.

y His works were firll: publifhed in Greek by Turnebus, at

Paris, in 1552; to which a Latin tranflation, made by Gelenius,

was afterwards added, and printed feveral times with it. The
Paris edition of 1640, in folio, was the beft that was publi/hed

for a whole century; which made Cotelerius fay, that *' Philo

was an author that deferved to have a better text and a better

verHon." In 1742, a handfome edition was publifhcd at London,

])y Dr. Mangey, in 2 vols, folio; which, though it is certainly

preferable, if it were only for the paper and print, is not yet fo

good a one as Philo deferves.

PHH^OLAUS, of Crotona, an ancient celebrated philo-

fopher of the Pythagoric fchool, to whom fome have afcribed

*' The Golden Verles of Pythagoras." He made the heavens

his principal obje£l of contemplation ; and is generally fuppofed

to have been the author of that fyftem, which Copernicus after-

Wards revived, and is now known to be the true fyftem of the

world. This made Bullialdus place the name of Philolaus at the

the head of two works, written to confirm and illuftrate that

fyftem.

PHILOPONUS (John), a grammarian of Alexandria in the

feventh century, who from his indefatigable diligence acquired

this

n AAA \
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this firname, implying, a lover of labour. He was flrongly

attached to the philofophy of Ariftotle, many of whofe tra<fls

he piiblilTicd with learned commentaries. He was a difciple of

Ammonias the fon of Hermeas. He proteiled Chrirtianity, but

was a heretic, being one of the chief introducers of the {^ck of Tri-

theites, which was condemned in the council of Confiantinople

in 681. Philopontis wrote many works philof^phical and the-

ological, as well as grammatical; and is faid to have obtained of

Amrou, general of the Caliph Omar I. that the library of

Alexandria fhould be preferved after the taking of that city.

But the barbarifm of Omar prevented the intention of the ge-

neral from taking efFe6l, and the books were employed to light

the public baths tor fix months. It is fuppofed that Philoponus

was (till living in 641, but further particulars are not known,
PHILOSTORGIUS, an ancient ecclefiaftical hiilorian,

was born in Cappadocia, about the year 388 [b]. He was
brought up in Arian principles, fo that his hlftory is not free

from partiality; and it is manifeft that he favours thofe heretics,

while he is fometimes feverer than he fhould be upon their

adverfaries. Otherwife, there are many ufeful things in his

writings relating to the antiquities of the church; and his flyle

would not be amifs, if it did not abound fo much in tigijrativc

and poetical expreflions. His hlftory is divided into twelve

books: it begins with the controverfy between Arius and Alex-
ander in 320, and ends about 425, in the time of the younger
Theodofius. It was had in fuch deteftation among the ancient

orthodox, that we cannot be furprifed, if it has not been pre».

ferved entire to otir times: but w^e have an abridgement of it

in Photius, and fome extrafts taken out of Suidas and other

authors. Jac. Gothofredus, a learned lawyer, firft publiihect

them at Geneva, in 1643, 4to, with a Latin tranilation and
large notes. Valefius having reviev/ed this abridgement by the

manufcripts, and correded the text in feveral places, caufed it

to be printed with the other ecclefiaftical hiftorians, at Paris,

\l\ 1673, folio. It was afterwards reprinted at London, in

1720, when Reading republilhed Valeiius's edition, in three

volumes, folio.

PHILOSTRATUS (Flavius), an ancient Greek author,

who wrote the life of Apollonius Tyanenfis, and fome other

things which are Itill extant [c]. Eufcbins, in his work againft

Hierocles, calls him an Athenian, becaufe he taught at Athens-;

but Eunapius and Suidas always fpeak of him as a Lemnian \p\ '•

and he hints, in his ** Life of Apollonius,'" that he ufed to be at

Lemiios, when he was young. He was one of thofe who ixt-

[b] Dupia. Bibl. Aat. Cent. 5. Fabric. Bibl. Grsc, vol. iv.

[cl Fabrje. Bibl. Gxjec. vol. iv. [dJ Lib. vi. 27.

quented
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•qucntcd the fchools of the Sophilts ; and he mentions his having
heard Damianus of Epiiefus, Proclus Naiicratitas, and Hippo-
dromus of Lariira[E]. 1'his Ihews, that he lived in the reign

of the tmperor Severus, from 193 to 212, when thofe Sophifls

Souriflied : but we have other proofs of it. He became
known afterwards to Julia Aiigufta, the confort of Severus; and
was one of thofe learned men whom this philofophic emprefs"

had continually about her. It was by her command, that he
wrote the ** Life of Apollonius Tyanenf5s[F] ;" as he himfelf

relates in the fame place, where he informs us of his con-
nexions with that learned lady. Suidas and Hefycbius fay,

that he taught rhetoric, hrft at Athens, and then at Rome, from
the reign of Severus to that of Philippus, v»ho obtaintd the

empire in 244.
The moll celebrated work of Philoftratus is his ** Life of

Apollonius," which has erroneoully been attributed to Lucian,

becaufe it has been printed with fome of that author's pieces

[gJ. Philoftratus there endeavours, as Cyril obferves, to re-

prefent Apollonius as fome wonderful and extraordinary perfon ;

rather to be admired and adored as a god, than to be confidered

fjmply as a man. Hence Eunapius, in the preface to his
*' Lives of the Sophifts," fays, that the title of that work
ihould rather have been, '* The Coming of a God to Men :"

and Hierocles, in his book againft the Chriftians, which was
called *' Philalethes," which was refuted by Eufebius in a work
Itill extant, among other things drew a comparifon between
Apollonius and Jefus Chrift. That Philoftratus's work was
compofed with a view to difcredit the miracles and do6lrines of

Jefus, by fetting up other miracles and other do6lrines againft

them, has always been fuppofed, and may be true : but that

Apollonius was really an impoftor and magician, though it has

always been fuppofed, yet may not be fo true. For any thing

w-e know, he may have been a wife and excellent perfon : and

it is remarkable, that Eufebius, though he had the worft opinion

of Philoftratus's hiftory, fays nothing ill of Apollonius. He
concluded, that this Hiftory was written to oppofe the hif-

tory of Jefus; and the ufe, which the ancient intidels made of
ir, feems to juftify his opinion: but he draws no information

from it with regard to Apollonius. It would certainly have

been improper to have done fo : fmce the fophiftical and atFe6led

iiyle of Philoftratus, the fources from whence he owns his

materials to have been drawn, and above all, the abfurdities

and contradidlions with which he abounds, plainly ihevv his

Hiftory to be nothing but a colle6lion of fables, either in-

vented or embelliflicd by himfelf.

^ ['] ^^ Sophift. Lib. il. c. ai. 23. 27. [f] De vit. Apollon. Lib. L

[gJ Contra Julian. ^ 3,

The
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The works of Philoftratus have been thought worthy of na
fmall pains, and have engaged the attention of critics of the

firft clafs. Grasvius had a dellgn of giving a correal edition of
them, as appears from the preface of Meric Cafaubon, to a
dilTertation upon an intended edition of Homer, printed at

JLondon in 1658, 8vo. So had Bentley, who defigned to add a
new Latin verlion of his notes: and Fabricius fays [h

J, that he
faw the firft Iheet of Bentley 's edition printed at Leipfic in

1 69 1, Both thefe defigns were dropped, on fome account
or other. A very exa6i: and beautiful edition, however,
was publifhed at length, at Leipfic, in 1709, in folio, by
Olearius, profelTor of the Greek and Latin tongues in the uni-
verfity there, who has proved^himfelf perfectly qualified for the

work he undertook, and fliewn all the judgement, learning, and
induftry, that are required to form an excellent editor. The
title will give a fufficient account of what is to be found in this

edition of Olearius; it runs thus: " Philoftratorum quso fupcr-

funt omnia. Vita ApoUonii, libri viii: vitas Sophiftarum,

Jibri II: Heroica : imagines priores atque pofteriores: et epif-

tolas. Accellere Apollonii Tyanenfis epiltolse; Eiifcbii liber

adverfus Hieroclem ; Calliftrati defcriptiones ftatuarum. Omnia
ex Mif. Codd. recenfuit, notis perpetuis illuilravit, verfioncm
totam fere novam fecit Gottefridus Olearius."

Wc have faid enough of the '* Life of Apollonius ;" the two
firft books of which were tranflated into Englifti, and publiflied

in 1680, in folio, by Charles Blount, with large notes, faid to

be taken in part from a raanufcript of lord Herbert of Cher-
bury [ij. At the end of Apollonius's " Life," are ninety-five
*' Letters," which go under his name, but are not believed to

be his; the ftyle of them being very affedled, and like that of
a fopiiift, and they bearing in other refpccls, all the marks of a
forgery. Philoftratus fays[Kl, that he had [cen a coUedlion of
Apollonius's " Letters" in Hadrian's library at Antium, but

had not inferred them all among thefe. They are very ihort,

and have in them little more than moral (entences. The
" Lives of the Sophifts," contaiii many things, which are 10 be

met with no where elfe. The '* Heroics" of Philoftratus are

nothing but a dialogue between a vintner of Thracian Cherfo-
nefus and a Phoenician, in which the former draws characters

of Homer's heroes, and reprefents feveral things differently

from that poet : and this upon the faith of Protefilaus's ghoft,

who had lately vifited his farm, which was not far from the

tomb of this hero. Olearius conjedtures, with great probabi-

lity, that the defign of Philoftratus in this dialogue was covertly

ThI Bibl.

JjcJ Xn Tj

Grac. vol. iv, [ij See Bi.ount, Charles.

tit. ApoUon. Lib. vii, ao.

to
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to criticize fome things In Homer, which he diirfl not dd

openly, on account of the great veneration then paid to this

ancient bard ; and for fear of the odium, which Zoihis and

others had incurred by cenfuringhim too freely. The " Icones"

or images are elegant defcriptions and illuftrations of fome an-

cient paintings, and other particulars relating to the fine arts:

to which Olearius has fubjoined the defcription of fome ftatues

by Cullilf ratus, for the fame reafon that he fubjoined Eufebius's

book againll Hierocles to the Life and Letters of Apol-

lonius ; namely, becaufe the fubjecls of thefe refpective works
are related to each other. The laft piece is a collection of

Philoftratus's " Letters:" but fome of thefe, though it is not

eafy to determine which, were written by a nephew to the

principal Philoftratus, of the fame name; as were alfo the laft

eighteen, in the book of images. This is the reafon, why the

title runs, not *' Philoilrati," but *' Philoftratorum qua; fuperfunt

omnir,"
There were many of the name of Philoftratus among the

ancients: and there were many other works of the Philoftratus

here recorded: but we have mentioned all that are extant.

PHLEGON, firnamed Trallianus, from Tralles a city of

Lydia, where he was born, was the emperor Hadrian's freed-

man, and lived at leait to the eighteenth year of Antoninus

Pius; as appears from his mentioning the confuls of that year.

He wrote leveral works full of erudition, of which there is no-

thing now left but fragments. Among thefe was an *' Hif-

tory of the Olympiads," ' A Treatife of long-lived Perfons,"

and another of '* Wonderful Things;" the fhort, and broken

remains of which, Xylandcr tranflated into Latin, and publifhed

at Bafil in 1568, with the Greek and with notes. Meurfiiis

gave a new edition of them, with his notes at Leyden, in 1622.

The titles of part of the reft of Phlegon's writings are preferved

by Suidas. It is concluded, that the " Hiftory of Hadrian,"

publiihed under Phlegon's name, was written by Hadrian him-

fclf, from this paftagc of Spartianus [l] : " Hadrian thirfted

fo much after fame," fays he, ** that he gave the books of his

own life, drawn up by himfelf, to his freedmen, commanding
them to publlfh thofe books under their own names; for wc
are told, that Hadrian WTOte Phlegon's books."

What has made Phlegon's name more familiar among the

moderns, and his fragments paid a greater regard to than perhaps

they defer ve, is, that he has been fuppofed to have fpoke of the

darknefs which prevailed during our Lord's paffion. The book,

in which the words are contained, is loft ; but Eufebius [mJ

[t] Spartian. in Adriano, cap. xvi. [m] Eufeb. Chronicon, p. 202, edit.

Sc»li^en. Amft. 1658.

ha$
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has preferved them in his " Chronicon." They are thefe: •* In
the fourth year of the 2o2d Olympiad, there was a greater and
more remarkable eclipfe of the fun, than any that had ever

happened before : for at the fixth hour the day was fo turned

into the darknefs of night, that the very fbrs in the firinament

were vifible ; and there was an earthquake in Bithynia, which
threw down many houfes in' the city of Nicasa." Eufebius is

of opinion, that thefe words of Phlf gon related to the prodigies

which accompanied Chrift's crucifixion; and many other fathers

of the church have thought the fame: but this belief is liable to

many difficulties, the chief of which is perhaps the following.

No man had ever a ftronger defire than Phlegon to compile
marvellous events, and to obferve the fupernaturai circumftances

in them. How was it pollible then, that a man of this turn of
m.ind Ihould not have taken notice of the moft furprifing cir-

cumftance in the eclipfe which he is fuppofed to hint at, namely,
its happening on the day when the moon was at the full? But
had Phlegon done this, Eufebius would not have omitted it ; and
Origen[N] would not have faid, that Phlegon had omitted this

particular.

The queftion, whether Phlegon fpoke of the darknefs at the

time of Chrift's paflion, was canvailed here fome years ago, in

feveral diifertations on both fides. This controverfy was occa-

lioned by the paflage from Phlegon being left out in an edition

of Clarke's Boyle's Le6tures, publifhed foon after his death, at

the perfuafion of Sykes, who had fugge(i:ed to Clarke, that ar»

undue flrefs had been laid upon it. Whifton, who informs
MS of this affair fo], exprefies great difpleafure againft Sykes,
and calls **the fuggeftion groundlefs," Upon this, Sykes pub-
lillied ** A DiOertation on the Eclipfe mentioned by Phlegon:
or, An Enquiry, whether that Eclipfe had any relation to the

Darknefs which happened at our Saviour's Pallion, 1732," 8vo.
Sykes concludes it to be mofi: probable, that Phlegon had in

view a natural eclipfe, which happened, Nov. 24, in the firft

year of the 202d Olympiad, and not in the fourth year of the

Olympiad in which Chrift was crucified. Many pieces were
written againft Sykes, who replied to fome of thein: but it

may well be confidered as a controverfy merely learned, fince

the caufe of religion is little concerned in it.

Photius blames Phlegon for expatiating too much on trifles,

and for colleiling too great a number of anfwers pronounced
by the oracles. '* His ftyle," fays he [p], " is not altogether

flat and mean, nor does it every where imitate the Attick manner
of writing. But otherwife, the over-nice accuracy and care

ft*] Origines jn Matth. Tnift. 35. [o] Hiftorical Memoirs of Dr. Clarke,

y. 148. [p] Biblioth. § 97.

with
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with which he computes the Olympiads, and relates the names
of the contefts, the tranfaclions, and even oracles, is not only-

very tirefome to the reader,, whereby a cloud is thrown over all

other particulars in that book ; but the di£lion is thereby ren-

dered unpleafant and ungrateful. And indeed he is every

moment bringing in the anfwers pronounced by all kinds of

deities."

PHOTINUS, a famous heietic of the fourth century; known
in church hiflory as the chief of a fedl called Photinians; was a

native of Ancyra, the capital of Galatla, and billiop of Sir-

mium, or Sirmich, the chief city of Illyricum. He had been

the difciple of Marcellus, bifliop of Ancyra. He fpoke with

eafe, and his eloquence gained him great power over his people

after he was confecrated bilhop; but his life was corrupted, and

his do6lrine foon became fo too. He efpoufed the fame opinions

with Paul of Samofata. In the year 34.5, he was condemned
by the council of Antioch; in the year 347, by the council of

.Milan. However, he (till maintained his fee, till he was depofed

by the council of Sirmich, A. D. 351, and by the emperor fent

into banilhment, where he fpent the remainder of his life, during

which time he compofed a piece againfc all herefies in general,

with an intent to eltablifli his own. He wrote in Greek and

Latin. The emperor Julian fent him a letter, commending
him for denying the divinity of Jefus Chrift. Photinus died

A. D. 375, {377, Cave) in Galatia, whither he had been ba-

hifhed. This herefy was, amongfl many others, anathematized

in the council of Conitantinople, A. D. 381. It afterwards

was revived by Socinus.

PHOTIUS, patriarch of Conflantinople in the ninth cen-

tury [qJ}, was defcended from an illuilrious family, and born in

that city. He had vail: talents by nature, which he cultivated

•with the utmoil application: infomuch that there was no branch

of literature, facred or profane, nor fcarcely any art or fcience,

in which he was not confummately verfed. He feems to have

been by far the greateft rnan of the age in which he lived ; and
was fo intimately concerned in the chief tranfadions of it, that

ccclefiaftical writers have thence called it, *' Seculum Photianum."

He was firll: raifcd to the chief dignities of the empire, being

made principal fecretary of Itate, captain of the guards, and a

fenator: in all which itations he acquitted himfelf with a dif-

tindlion fuitable to his great abilities; for he v/as a refined ftatef-

man, as well as a profound fcholar.

When Ignatius was expelled and depofed from the fee of Con-
ftantinople, Photius was nominated by the court to fucceed him-

{<l_'\ Cave's Hift. Literaria, vol. ii —Fabricli Bibl. Grsc. vol. ix.—Dupin, &c.

Ceac. ix.

He
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He was yet only a layman, when he was chofen patriarch ; but,

that he might be, as it were, gradually raifed to that dignity, he

was made monk the firft day, reader the next, and the following

days fub-deacon, deacon, and pricft. So that in the fpace of fix

days he attained the patriarchate ; which happened upon Chrilt-

mas-day in the year 858. The metropolitans, fubje«5l to the

fee of Conftantinople, acknowledged Photius: but great oppo-

fition was made to this uncanonical ordination from other quar-

ters, and he was actually degraded at Rome. Photius, however,

ordered a council to be called at Conftantinople, and got him-

felf confirmed in his patriarchal dignity; in which, by various

arts not very worthy of his high and facred office, he continued

during the life of his friend the emperor Michael. But Michael

was flain by the order of Bafilius, who fucceeded him, Sept. 23,

867 ; and then the affairs of Photius were ruined : for the firlt

thing on which Bafilius refolved was, to bani(h him to a monaf-
tery, and reinftate Ignatius in his fee. This he accordingly did

in November ; and in this fallen ftate he lay for more than ten

years: when, a divilion arifing between the pope and Ignatius,

he thought it a proper conjuncture for attempting his own refto-

ration ; and, having obtained the emperor's favour, returned to

Conftantinople, while Ignatius was yet alive. It is faid, Igna-

tius would have come to terms with him ; but Photius, deter-

mined to be fatisfied with nothing lefs than reftoration to the

patriarchate, rcfufed all manner of reconciliation with hirn.

Ignatius, however, died 06t. 23, 878; and then Photius, to

cut the matter as ftiort as pofl!ible, went into St. Sophia's church
with armed men; forced a great many bifliops, clerks, and
monks, to communicate with him ; depofed and perfecuted all

that refufed ; and to prevent all oppofition from the papal fide,

prevailed by threats and prefents on two of the pope's legates

who were there, to declare publicly to the clergy and people,

that they had come to depofe Ignatius, and to declare Photius

their patriarch. He kept his feat, thus forcibly obtained, till

886; and then was turned out, and baniOied by the emperor
Leo into a monaftery in Armenia, where he is fuppofed to have
died foon after. He was, as we have obferved, a man of great

talents, great learning, and every way accomplifhed ; but his

ardent love of glory, and unbounded ambition, prompted him
to fuch excefles, as made him rather a fcourge than a bleffing to

thofe about him. He was the author of many inteftine tumults
and civil commotions; and not only divided the Greek church,
but laid the foundation of a divifion between the Greek and Latin
churches.

Though Photius was a man of bufinefs and the world, yet

there are extant feveral fruits of his ftudics ; the mod confider-

able of which is his *' Bibliotheca," cornpofed by him while he

Vol. XII. Q^ was
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was yet a layman, and an ambaiTador in AfTyria. It contalr>s

the argument or abfl:ra6ts of 280 volumes of many authors upon-

various fubjefts: among whom are grammarians, critics, poets,

orators, facred and profane hilforians, phyficians, philofophers,

divines, &c. not ranked according to their fcveral arts and pro-

feflions, but brought in promifcuoufly, and as they feem to-

have come uppermoft in his thoughts. Fabricius calls this

*' Bibliotheca," or library, non liber, fed infig7us thefaiirus, '* not

a book, but an illuftrious treafure:" in which are contained many
curious things relating to authors, and many fragments of

works, which are no where elfe to be found. It was firlt

brought to light by Andreas Schottus, and cemmvmieated by

him to David Hoefchelius, whocaufed it to be printed in i6or.

Schottus, confidering the prodigious ufefulnefs of this work,
tranllated it into Latin, and printed his tranflation alone in 1606.

Afterwards, the Greek text and the tranllation were printed to-

gether at Geneva in 161 1 ; and, laftly, an edition of this work,
the largeft and faireft, was reprinted at Rouen in 1653, folio.

Photius's ** Nomocanon" is another proof of his great abi-

lities. It is a collection digefted in an excellent method, and

brought under fourteen different titles, of the canons of the

councils, and of the canonical epilUes, and of the emptror's

laws relating to ecclefiartical matters.. Balfamon has written

Commentaries on this work ; and with thefe it appeared in

public, by the care of M. Juitel, being printed at Paris with a
Latin verfion in 16 15, 4to. There are alfo 253 " Letters of

Photius," which fliew the fame fine wit, ftrength of judgement,

and depth of learning, as are to be feen in his other works. They
were publiflicd in 1651, folio, with a Latin verfion and notes,,

by Richard Montague, bifhop of Norwich, from a manufcript

in the Bodleian library.. There are other fmali pieces of Photius

.
that have been printed, and not a few ftill extant in manufcript

only. The molt reinarkable is a very confiderable fragment of

a Greek lexicon, in which the greater part of the alphabet is

complete. The only ancient MS. of this book belongs to the

public library at Cambridge, and is now in the hands of the

learned Greek profelfor Mr. Porfon, for publication. From
him, if from any man living, the public inay infallibly expe6l

fuch an edition as will do the utmoft juitice to the author, and

the utmoft fervice to the caufe of literature. This Lexicon has

often been quoted by critics, from imperfe6l tranfcripts, and the

publication is expected with great avidity, as of high import-

ance to Greek learning.

PHREAS (John), or FREAS, an EngliOi writer, celebrated

by Leland [rJ, as one of thofe who were the firll to raife their

[r] De Scriptoiibus Brie. p. 466.

country
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country from barbarifm, was born in London, towards the clofe

of the fourteenth or the beginning of the fifteenth century. He
was educated at Oxford, and became fellow of B.iliol-college.

After taking holy orders, he fettled as minifter of St. Mary's

church on the Mount, in the city of Eriftol ; where he purfued

the ftudies for which he had made hiinfelf famotis at the uni-

verhty. Many merchants being at that time going from Briftol

to Italy, his curiofity was excited by the learning which he was
told abounded in that country, and particularly by the fame of
Guarini, an old philofopher and orator who taught at Ferrara.

To him he went, attended his le6lures, ftudied under him the

knowledge of medical herbs, and, by an odd aRbrtment, the

civil law, and gained the efteem of many of the learned there
;

fo as with great applaufe to read medical leclures, firft at

Ferrara, and afterwards at FForence and Padua ; in which latter

place he obtained the degree of do6lor. He alfo vifited Roine,
and there met with John Tiptoft, earl of Worcefter, then abfent

from his country, on account of the civil wars prevailing be-

tween the houfes of York and Lancafter. Phreas wrote " Epif-

tles," and " Poems;" fome of which he dedicated to his patron

Tiptoft. To hiin alfo he dedicated a Latin tranllation of
*' Synefius de laude Calvitii." He tranilated alio into Latin,

the hiftory of " Diodorus Siculus," which was by fome
falfely attributed to Poggius. Leland mentions that he had
feen a copy, in the firft leaf of which a later pen had written,
*' Paul (IIj. the Roman pontiff, on account of this tranllation,

which was dedicated to him by Phreas, gave him the bifhopric

of Bath, which prefentation he furvived only one month, and
died at Rome before he was confecrated." Leland adds, that

fome fuppofed him to have been poifoned by a perfon who was
a competitor for that appointment. The fame author fubjoins,

that he had feen a book, " de rebus Geographicis," which he,

from various circumftances, colle6led to have been written by
Phreas, He fpeaks alfo of an elegant epitaph compofed by him
for the tomb of Petrarch. He was praifed to the Ikies by Om-
nibonus Leonicenus, and Rhenanus, particularly for his verfion

of Syneflus, and in general for his great learning. According
to Leland, he was reported to have made a great deal of money
by pra6lifing phyfic in Italy, and to have died rich. When he
died is not told. It was after 1464, when his verfion of Dio-
dorus was publifhed.

PLAZZA CHiEROM Bartholomew), a native of Italy,

was the author of " A Ihort and true Account of the Inquifition

and its Proceedings, as it is praclifed in Italy, fet forth in fome
particular Cafes. Whereunto is added. An Extraft out of an
authentick Book of Legends of the Roman Church. By Hierom
Bartholomew Piazza,- an Italian born ; formerly a LeSor of

0^2 Philofophy
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Philofophy and Divinity, and one of the delegate Judges of that

Court, and, now by the Grace of God, a Convert to the Church of

England. London, printed by Wm. Bowyer, 1722." He taught

Italian and French for many years at Cambridge, where he died,

about 1745. He had been once a Dominican friar, and a prieft,

but married here, to prove the fmcerity of his converfion. He
was regarded as an honeit man, but never efteemed as having

abilities, even in the two modern languages which he taught.

PIBRAC. See Faur.
PJCARD (John), a celebrated French aftronomer, was chofen

into the Academy of Sciences in 1666. Five years after, the

king fent him to the caftle of Uranifburg, built by Tycho Brahe

in Denmark, in order to make aflronomioal obfervations there;

which he did, and brought them to France, to the great benefit

of aftronomy. He was aifo the firft, who, by order of the king,

vifited feveral parts of France, to meafiire the degrees of a ter-

reftrial meridian, and to determine the meridian of France. He
was labouring jointly with Caffini, when he died in 1683. His
works, which confili of phyfical and agronomical trails, are to

be found in the fixth and feventh volumes of the Academy of

Sciences. Picard was an ecclefiaftic.

PICART (Bernard), a famous engraver, was fon of Ste-

phen Picart, a good engraver alfo, and born at Paris in 1673.
He learned the principles of defign, and the elements of his art,

from his father, and lludied archite6lure and perfpedive under

Sebaftian le Clerc. His uncommon talents in this way foon

began to flievv themfelves ; and, at ten years of age, he en-

graved the hermaphrodite of PoufTui, which was foon followed

by two pieces of cardinal de Richelieu's tomb. Thefe works

laid the foundation of that great reputation, which this celebrated

artift afterwards acquired. When he was grown up, he went

into Holland, where his parents had fettled thcmfelves ; and,

after two years ftay, returned to Paris, and married a lady who
died foon after. Flaving embraced the reformed religion, he

returned to Holland, for the fake of that freedom in the exercife

of it, which he could not have at Paris ; and there his aftive

genius produced all thofe mafter-pieces, which made him con-

fidered as the moft ingenious artift of his age. Nothing can be

fuperior to that invention, difpofition, corredlnefs, propriety, and

elegance, which are feen in all his works, A multitude of books

are adorned with plates of his engraving. He died in 1733,
aged fixty : his father Stephen died at Amilerdam in 1721, aged

ninety.

PICCOLOMINI (Alexander), archbifhopof Patras, and

coadjutor of Sienna, his native place, where he was born in

1508. His family was illuftrious, and originally Roman, but

fettled afterwards at Sienna. He was a fuccefstul writer of the

drama,
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drama, but, though involved in that feducing purfuit, preferved

the Credit of exemplary morals, as v^^ell as genius. His general

charity was extreme, but he was particularly confiderate of the

wants of literary men. His works are numerous, all written

in Italian, which language he was the firft author who applied

to philofophical fubjeds. He died at Sienna on the I2th of

, March, 1578. The mod dilVmguifhed of his works are thefe:

I. Several dramatic compofitions, which formed the chief balis

of his reputation. 2. *' The Morality of Nobles," 8vo, Venice,

1552. 3. " A Treatife on the Sphere." 4. '* A Theory of
the Planets." 5. " A Tranflatinn of the Rhetoric and Poetic of

Ariflotle," 410. 6. " The Inltitution of Morality," 4to, Venice,

1575. Many of his works evince a profound knowledge of
natural philofophy, mathematics, and divinity. One work at-

tributed to hirn, " Delia bella Creanza della Donne," *' On the

Education of Ladies," has been valued becaufe fcarce, but is

difgraced by many dangerous maxims ; and if written indeed by
him, for his name is not put to it, muft have been aprodudion
of his youth,

PICOLOMINI (Francis), a learned man of the fame
family, was born in 1520, and having taught philofophy for

twenty-two years in the moft celebrated univerfities of Italy,

retired to Sienna, where he died in 1604. He was fo much
refpedled, that the whole city put on mourning at his death.

His works are lefs numerous than thofe of his relation, but they

were efteetned in their day. They are, I. ** Commentaries on
Ariftotle," 4to, publiilied at Mayence in 1608. 2. " Univerfa
Philofophia de moribus," folio, Venice, 1583.
PICTET (Benedict), a theologian and hiftorian, born at

Geneva in 1655, was of a diftingiiillied family, and went through

his ftudies with fuccefs. He travelled into Holland and England,
and then becarne a profeffor of theology in his native city, with

a confiderable reputation. He was invited to Leyden, but re-

fufed to leave his own country. From excefs of application to

his duties, he fell into a languid ftate, and died on the 9th of

June, 1724, at the age of 69. He was a Protcdant, of a mild

and tolerant difpofition, and a father to the poor. His principal

works are, i. '* Theoiogia Chriftiana," 3 vols. 4to, the beft

edition of which is that of 1 721. 2. *' Chriftian Morality,"

Geneva, 17 10, S vols. i2mo. 3. *' The Hiftory of the 12th

and 13th Centuries," intended as a continuation of that of Le
Sueur ; but the fupplementary work is more erteemed than the

original, 2 vols. 4to- 4. " Sermons." 5. *' Letters." 6.
*' A Treatife againlt indifference in Religion," l2mo, 1716. 7.

Many tradts of morality and piety, among which that on '* The
art of living and dying well," Geneva, 1716, in i2mo, is par-

ticularly efteeraed. The fubje<Sl is the fame, and the title

Q^ 3 nearly
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nearly the fame as one by our countryman Taylor. 8. Several

controverfiai tra6ls.

PICUS. See Mirandula.
PIERCE (Edward), an Englifh painter, who fiourifiied in

the reigns of Charles I. and II. He was eminent both in hif-

tory and landfcapes. He alfo drew archite6lure, perfpecflive, Sec.

and was much efteemed in his time. But there is little of his

work now remaining, the far greater part being deftroyed in the

iire of London, in 1666. It chiefly confifted of altar-pieces,

ceilings of churches, and the like; of which laft fort there was
one lately rem.aining, in Covent-garden church, where were to

be found many admirable qualities of a good pencil. He worked
feme time for Vandyck ; and feveral pieces of his performiing

are to be feen at Belvoir caille in Leicefterfliire. He died in

London about fifty years ago, leaving behii.d him three fons,

who all became famous in, their different ways. One was a mcfl

excellent carver in ilone, as appears by a noble marble vafe, exe-

cuted by him, at Hampton-court.

PIERINO, or rather PERINO DEL VAGA, an Italian

painter, was born in Tufcany about 11500: he was poorly bred,

and fcarcely two years old when he loft his mother. His father

was a foldier, and his nurfe a fhe-goat. He came yoxmg to Flo-

rence, and was put to a grocer, who ufed to fend him to the

painters with colours and pencils. Of them he learned to de-

lign, and in a little time became the moft fkilful of all the young
painters in Florence. An ordinary painter, whofe naine was
Vaga, took hiin in his company to Rome; and from living with

him he was called del Vaga, lor his true name was Buona-
CORSI. At Rome, he worked half the week for painters; and

the other half, including Sundays and holidays, he fpent in ftudy-

ingand defigning. Sometimes he might have been, found amorg
the ruins, fceking for antique ornaments, or defigning the bail'o

relievos ; fometimes in Michael Angelo's chapel; and fometimes

in the halls of the Vatican. He alfo ftudied anatomy, and other

fciences necelTary to his profelTion. By this indullry he acquired

fo much knowledge, that he was foon taken notice ot by the beft

mailers; and Raphael employed him, jointly with Giovanni

d'Udine and others, to help him in the execiuion of his deiigns.

Ot all the cotemporary artifts, none underftood fo well as he,

the ornaofients and decorations of painting, or fo -iboklly fol-

lowed Raphael's ftyle ; as is to be feen by the pictures in the

Vatican, vvhi^h were performer! by him, namely, the paf-

fage of the ri\er Jordan; the fall of the walls of Jericho; the

battle in which Jofhua com.manded the fun to (land ftill ; our

Saviour's nativity, baptifm, and laft fupper. Raphael's friend-

Ihip procured him other confiderable works in the Vatican, and

Pierino Aewed his gratitudp by his particidar afredion for him.

But the plague driving him from Rome, he returned to Florence,

where
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where having painted fome pieces, he went back to Rome.
After Raphael's death, he joined with Julio Romano and Fran-

cefco il Fattore, to finidi the works in the Vatican, which were

left imperfect by their common mailer; and to confirm their

friendlhip, he married Francefco's filler in 1525; yet they were

feparated two years afterward by the Spaniards befitging Rome.
Pierino was taken prifoner, and was obliged to pay a large fum
for his ranfom. He went then to Genoa, where he was
employed by prince Doria to paint a palace, which he was
then building. In this work he made life of cartoons; the con-

venience of which he difcovered to one Geronimo Trevifano, a

painter, who hid laughed at them, and to others who came to

him to learn the ad\antage of them. From Genoa he removed
to Pifa, intending, at his wife's reqiieft, to fettle there ; but, after

he had drawn fome pictures, he returned to Genoa, and worked
again for prince Doria. He then, went a fccond time to Pifa,

and thence to Rome, where Paul HI. and cardinal Farnefegave
him fo much work, that he was forced to give up the execution

of it to others, and content himfelf with making the defigns.

At the fame time the pope fent for Titian to Rome, which made
Pierino fo jealous^ and grieved him fo much, that he did all in

his power to oblige Titian to haflen back to Venice, in which
he fucceeded. The multiplicity of Pierino's bufinefs, and his

vivacity in his performances, drained his fpirits in the flower of
his age. At forty-two, he fpent his time wholly in vifiting his

friends; and lived pleafantly till his forty-fevcnth year, when he

died of an apoplexy, in 1547.
Of all Raphael's difciples, Pierino longefl: preferved the cha-

racter of his maltcr; I mean, his exterior chara6ter and manner
of defigning: for he fell very much (hort of the fublimity of Ra-
phael's conceptions. He had a particular genius for the deco-

ration of places according to their cuftoms. His invention in

that kind of painting was very ingenious; grace and order are

every where to be met. with, and his difpofnions, Avhich are or-

dinary in his pictures, are wonderful in his ornaments: fome of

thefe he has made little, and fome great, and placed them both

with fo much art, that they fet oft" one another by comparifon
and contrail. His figures are difpofed and deiigned according

to Raphael's tafte ; and if Raphael gave him at firft fome flight

fketches of ornaments, as he did to Giovanni d'Udine, he exe-

cuted them to admiration. The tapcitries of the feven planets,

in feven pieces, which Pierino defigned for Diana de Poitiers,

and which wjere, when De Piles wrote, with Monfieur the firft

prefident at Paris, fufficiently confirm.s what has been faid.

PIERIUS. See Valerianus.
PIGALLE (Jean-Baptiste), one of the mofl: celebrated

fculptors that France has produced, was born at Paris in 1714s

0^4 the
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the fon of a jojjner, and by his talents became not only fculptor

to the king, but chancellor of the academy of painting, and
]cnight of the order of St. Michael. He did not manifcit any

early difpofition for defigning; he loved to model, but fet about

it aukwardly, and finifhed nothing but bv means of indefatigable

labour. A viht to Italy gave him that facility which he could

not acquire at home. He there Itudied the works of the great

artifts, and returned thoroughly infpired with their genius. He
died at Paris, Aug. 20, 1785. His moil known works are,

I . " A Mercury and a Venus," \\ hich he made by order of Louis

XV. and which were prefented to the king of Pruiha. The
king, who was delighted with them, was defirous to fee the

fculptor ; and Pigalle, fome time after, went to Berlin, but

being announced as the author of the Mercure de France, could

not obtain an audience. When Frederic underttood the miftake^

he was very anxious to repair it, but Pigalle was already gone

in fome difguil. Pigalle maintained that none of the heads of

Frederic did juftice to his phyfiognomy, which, in point of

Ipirit, was the fineil: he had ever feen ; and much regretted that

he had not been allowed to model it. 2. The monument of

marechal Saxe, in which the beauty of the whole obliterates all

objedions to the parts. 3. The pedeftrian ifatue of Louis XV.
executed in bronze for the city of Rheims. 4. The ftatue of

Voltaire. 5. A little boy holding a cage. 6. A girl taking a

thorn from her foot. 7. Several bufts of men of letters who
were his friends. If Pigalle cannot be ranked among the men
of the firft genius in his art, the good fenfe of his defigns, and the

foundnefs of his tafte, afford him a place in the very next clafs.

PIGHILl^S (Stephen Vinand), a very learned German,
was born at Campen in Overyfl'ell, in 1520; and, when grown
up, wept to Rome*, where he fpent eight years in the fludy

of Ronian antiquities, and acquired a depth and ikill in them,

"which was not exceeded, if it was equalled, by any. He then

returne4it:o Germany, and was taken into the family of Antony
PerenotuSj the cardinal de Granvelle, who was a great patron

of men of letters. The cardinal made Pighius his librarian,

who fhut himfeif up, and fcarcely converfed with any thing but

books for many years. He gave the firft good edition of Va-
lerius Maximus in 1585, 8vo. Afterwards he became preceptor

to Charles, prince of Juliers and Cleves, and was to have at-

tended him to Rome: but Charles died, and left Pighius nothing

further to do, than to deplore the lofs of him in a panegyric.

This he did in a piece called, ** Hercules Prodici^s;" where he

defcribed Charles as another Hercules, with all the qualities of

a good prince. He did not lofe his reward j for William, the

father 01 Charles, made him canon of the church, and head

* Blount's Cetifura authorum.

niafter
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mafter of the fchool, at Santen; where he died in 1604, ^ged
eighty-four.

His ** Annales, feu Fafti Romanorum magiftratuum et pro-

vinciarum," are drawn up in a more exa6l and copious manner,
than even thofe of Sigonius and Oniiphrius Panvinius. He
commended the care of them to his friends upon his death-bed;

and Andreas Schottus publifhed them at Plantin's prefs, 1615, in

3 vols, folio. " I have really found, and hope I ihall prove
to others, that it is not pofTible to have a better commentary
upon Tully's hiflorical work, Livy, Dionyfius Halicarnafllis,

Dion Caflius, Florus, and all the writers of Roman affairs,

than thefe Annals of Pighius." So fays Schottus, in his Pre-
face to them ; and all learned men, who have confulted and
examined them, have found what he fays to be true. Voflius

has noted one error in this excellent work, which is, the placing

J^utropius later than St. Auguftin; yet beitnws the higheft enco-
miums upon the author, and pronounces him, " Vir de Valerio
Maximo, de annalibus fuis Romanis, de univerfa antiquitate

Romana praeclare meritus."

PIGNORIUS (Laurentius\ a very learned Italian, was
born at Padua in 1571, and bred an ecclefiaftic [s]. He made
/deep refearches into antiquity, and publilhed feveral works which
are curious. His " Menfa Ifiaca," and fome other pieces,

which illurtrate the antiquities and hieroglyphics of the Egyp-
tians, gained him the reputation of a man accurately as well as

profoundly learned. He was alfo fkilled in writing verfes ; and
there is, (befides panegyrics, epitaphs, and other things of that

kind) a poem of his infcribed to pope Urban VHI. It muft be
remembered to the honour of Pignorius, that the great Galileo
procured an offer to be made to him, of the profeflTorfliip of polite

literature and eloquence in the univerfity of Pifa; which his

Jove of ftudlous retirement and his country made him decline.

He wrote much, in Italian, as well as in Latin. In 1630, the

cardinal Fr. Barberini procured him a canonry in the church of
Trevigio, but he did not enjoy it long ; for the plague came to

Padua the year after, and carried him off^. G. Voflius has left a
ihort but honourable teftimony of him [t] : he fays, that he
was " ob eximiam eruditionem atque humanitatem mihi charif-

ilmus vir."

PILES (Roger de), an ingenious Frenchman, was born at

Clamecy, of a good family, in 1635 ; made his firft application

to letters at Nevers and Auxerre; then went to Paris for philo-

fophy ; and laflly, ftudied divinity in the Sorbonne. In the

mean time, he cultivated the art of painting, for which he had
a llrong natural tafte: he learned to defign of RecoUet, and

[s] Blount's Cenfun authorum. Niceron, tem. 21. [t] De Hlft. Lat. 1. ill.

contraded
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.contracted a friendfliip with du Frefnoy, whofe Latin poem
upon painting he tranflated into French. Menage, who lodged

with de Piles in the cloilter of Notre Dame, became acquainted

.with his great merit, and procured him, in 1652, the province

of inftru£ting and educating the fon of monf. Amelot: in which
he gave fuch fatisfaftion, that, when his pupil was old enough
to travel, he attended him to Italy. There he had a fine oppor-

tunity of gratifying his tafte for painting ; and upon his return to

Paris, he devoted himfelf to the ftudy of that art, joining prac-

, tice with theory ; and foon became famous among the connoif-

feurs. In 16S2, Amelot, his quondam pupil, being fent on an

embaffy to Venice, de Piles attended him as fecrctary; and,

during his refidence there, was fent by the marquis de Louvois

into Germany, to purchafe pictures for the king, and alfo to

execute a commifTion relating to ftate affairs. In 1685, he at-

tended M. Amelot to Lifbon; and in 1689 to Switzerland, in

the fame capacity. In 1692, he w^as fent incognito to Holland,

under the appearance of a virtuofo in pictures, but in reality

to a£l fecretiy with the friends of France. He was difco-

vered, and thrown into prifon, where he continued till the peace

of Ryfwick, and amufed himfelf with writing " The Lives

of Painters." In 1705, old as he was, he attended Amelot
into Spain, when he went as ambailador extraordinary: but, the

air of Madrid not agreeing with him, he was forced to return.

He died in 1709, aged 74.

Befides his *' Tranflation of Frefnoy," and ** Lives of the

Painters," he wrote *' An Abridgement of Anatomy, accom-
modated to the arts of painting and fculpture;" " Dialogues

upon the Knowledge of Painting, and the Judgernent to be

formed of Piftures ;" " A Diirertation upon the Works of the

molt famous Painters;" " The Elements of pradiical Painting,"

&c. His books are all in French.

PILKINGTON (L^titia), an Englifh wit and poetefs,

was the daughter of Dr. Van Lewen, a gentleman of Dutch
c.xtradion [u], who fettled in Dublin, by a lady of good

family; and born there in 1 71 2. She had early a ftrong incli-

nation and tafte for letters, efpecially for poetry ; and her per-

formances were confidered as extraordinary for her years. This,

with a very en2;aging fprightlincfs, drew mar.y admirers ; and

at length Ihe became the wife of the Rev. Matthew Pilkington,

a gentleman known in the poetical world by his volume of

Mifcellanies, revifed by dean Swift. She had not been long

married, ere Mr. Pilkington grew jealous, as the relates, not

of her perfon, but of her underltandmg ; and her poetry, whicih

when a lover he admired with raptures, was changed, now he

[o] PMcington's Memoirs, written by herfelf, in 1749, in z vols. limo.

W«
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was become lier hufband, into an objedl: of envy. During ihefe

jealoufies, Mr. PiJkington, in 1732, went into England, in

order to fcrvi aschaplain to Mr. Barber, lord-mayor of London;
and, growing at a diftance into better hinnour with his wife,

wrote her a very kind letter, in which he informed her, tliat her

vcrfes were full of elegance and beauty; that Mr. Pope, to

whom he had ihewn t!-em, longed to fee the writer; and that

he himfelf wiOied her heartily in London. She accepted the

invitation, went, and returned Avith her hufband to Ireland;

where, it feems, (be underwent a violent perfecution of tongues

;

and fu'^piclons were taken up, we know not on what grounds,

againit her chpltity.

No- long af'er this, an extraordinary event threw lier affairs

into great conlufion : her father was Itabbcd, (he fays, by accident

;

but many in Dub'in b.>lie\ed, by his own wife, and fome faid, by
his own hand. Be this as it will, Mr. Pilkington having now
no further expectation of a fortune by lier, threw off all reftrve

in his behaviour to her, and wanted an opportunity to get rid of
h-rr, which prefently offered itfelf. The flory of their fepara-

ti-n is told at laige in her '* Memoirs," the fubilance of which
is, mat j'he was fo indifcreet as to permit a gentleman to be
feizc'd in her bed-chamber at two o'clock in the morning ; for

for which ihe rnnkcs this apology :
" Lovers of learning, I am

fuie, will pardon me, as 1 foltmnly declare it was the attra6tive

ch rms of a ncvv book, which the gentleman would not lend

me, but confentt d to flay till I read it through, that was the fole

motive of my detaining him." This is very imfatisfa6lory
;

and, r^s the has faid no more in favour of her inn(«cence, we
11 ;;it in reafon conclude her to have been guilty.

She came aftervvards to England, and fettled in London

;

VI here, having made her flory known by means of Colley Cibber,

Ihc liv'd fome time upon contributions from the great: but

at length thefe fuccours failed, and we find her in the prifon of
the Marfhalfea. After lying nine weeks here, llie was releafed

.by the goodnefs of her friend Gibber, who had folicited cha-

rities for her; and then, weary of attending upon the great,

fhe rtfolved to employ five guineas fhe had left, in trade; and
accordinglyi taking a li tie fhop in St. James's-ftreet, fbe fur-

nifhed it with pamphlets and prints. How loug fbe continued
beluiid the counter, is not related; but fhe has told us. that, by
the liberality of her friends, and the bounty of her fubfcribers,

fhe was fet above want; and that the autumn of her days was
like to be fpent in peace and ferenity. Whatever were her
profpetls, fhe lived not long to enjoy the comforts of this com-,
petence; for, Aug. 29, 1750, fhe died at Dublin in her 39th
year,

Confidered
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Confidered as a w riter, flie holds no mean rank. She was
the author of ** The Turkifh Court, or London Apprentice,"

a comedy adled at Dublin in 1748, but never printed. The
iirli a6t of her tragedy, " The Roman Father," was no bad

fpecimen of her talents in that way^ and throughout her *' Me-
moirs," which are written with great Iprightjinefs and wit, and
defcribe the different humours of mankind very naturally, are

fcattered many beautiful little pieces, written in the true fpirit

of poetry,

PILPAY, the name of an ancient fabulifl, a Bramin; he

was, as is fuppoTed, governor of part of Indollan, and coun-

fellor to a powerful Indian king, named Dahjchelin, whofe pre-

ceptor he had been. His work, which was v/ritten about 2000
years ago, is culled in the Indiir^ language, Kelile IVadimne, a

name the orientals give to an animal very much relembling a

fox, and which is made to fpeak thrcnghout the work [xj.

All the modern tranflations of this Orientalill, are made either

from the Greek or the Perfian, and are faid to differ much from
the original. His fables were tranflated into French, by Ant.

Galland, 1755, i2mo. Another work is alfo attributed to him,
entitled, in the tranflation, *' Le Naufrage des illes lioitantcs,"

or, '* The Bafiliade," 1755.
PIN7EUS (Severinus), in French Plneau, was born at

Chartres about 1550, and bred a furgeon [v]. He went and

fettled at Paris, where he becaiT)e fo famous in his proftflion,

that he was made furgeon to the king. He excelled particularly

in lithotomy, a branch of furgery, which was then very im-
perfectly underlfood; and publilhed a difcourfe in French upon
the extraction of the flone out of the bladder, in 1610, 8vo.

Wc know no other particulars of his life, excepting that he died

at Paris in i6[9. He is chiefly recorded on account of a

Latin book, publiihed in 1598 [z], which was much fought

after, and v/ent through feveral imprellions: it was entitled,

** De notis integritatis & corruptionis virginum," or, ** of the

marks by which a maid's virginity may be known." His inten-

tion in this work, as he tells us in the preface, was to be fer-

viceable to thofe who are called upon to give their opinions in

certain caufes, wherein the women were plaintiffs: fometimes

becaufe, through the impotency of an hulLand, they Hill kept

their virginity ; at other times, as in the cafe of ravifhment,

becaufe they had loft it. A German tranflation was made of

this work, and publifhcd at Frankfort; but the fale of it was
forbidden by the magiftrates, who did not think proper that

fubjeds fo delicate fliould be treated in the language of the

[x] Hyde dc ludis Orient 2.3013. G. {|y] Bayk's Dift.rr-Niceron, &c, tom.

xviii. [z] Lindenius Renovatuj.

country.



PINDAR., 237

country. PIneau wrote his book originally In French, and in-

tended to publifh it in that language ; but finding by the fpeci-

meiis of it, which he fhewed to Tome perfons, that it gave occa-

fion to loofe difcourfes and impertinent jefts, he refolved to write

only for the learned. Accordingly, lie concluded his preface

with the following lines of Horace

:

Odi profanum vulgus, &c arceo

:

Favete Unguis: carmina non prius

Audita, Mufarum facerdos,

Virginibus puerifquc canto.

PINDAR, the prince of Lyric poets, was a contemporary of

/Efchylus, and born fomewhat above forty years before the ex-

pedition of Xerxes againft the Greeks, and more than five

hundred before Chrift. The place of his birth was Thebes,

the capital of Boeotia [a]: a country, the air of which was
cfteemed grofs, and the flupidity of its inhabitants prover-

bial. We find the poet, in his fixth Olympic, confefling the

difadvantage of his climate, yet refolving to exempt himfelf

from the general cenfure. His parents are fuppofed to have

been of low condition, fo that he could not have any extraor-

dinary advantages of education : and we muft therefore impute
his attainments to the prodigious force of his natural genius.

We have little account of his way of life ; only we are in-

formed in general, that he was highly courted and refpeQed by
mofl: of the princes and flates of Greece. One would think

they really believed him fomething more than mortal, when we
find them allowing him a (bare with the gods in their gifts and
offerings: which they did by the command of the oracle itfelf.

For the prieftefs at Delphi ordered the people to give a part of
their firft-frults, which they brought thither, as a prefent to Pin-

dar: and he had an iron Itool fet on purpofe for him in that

temple, on which he ufed to fit, and fing verfes in honour of
Apollo [b].

His countrymen, the Thebans, had an unfortunate pique

againft him, for commending their mortal enemies, the men of
Athens^ and were provoked to fine him, for his affront to the

ftate in fo doing. They ihewed their ill-will to him further, by
determining a poetical prize againft him, in favour of a woman,
the ingenious and bcautnul Corinna. In the mean time, the

Athenians made him a prefent of double the value of his fine;

and, what was (fill more, ere<^ed a noble! fHlue in honour of

him. His greateft patron was king Hiero of Syracufe, whom
he has confccrated to immortality in many poems: and he fhould

feem to have left Thebes to attend him in the court of that

£a3 Kennet'j Lives cf the Grecian Ports. [b] PauH'-ru in Bccotic. & Phoclc.

prince,



238 PINDAR.
prince, fince, compofmg the fecoiid Pythic in his honour, and
addrt-lTing hinifelf to the Syracufans, he fays, " Vo you from
fertile 1 hebes 1 come, laden with verfe;" though perhaps this

might be fpoken only in the perfon of him who went to Sy-

racufe.to fing his hytnn, at the feaft held there after Hiero's

victory. It is likely that he palTed his whole time in the eafc and
tranquillity commonly allowed to men of his profellion, with-

out intermeddling in affairs of ftate: for we find him, in his
*' Ifthmics," defending this way of li'e. His death is faid to

have been the efFe£l of his own willies > for, having prayed the gods

to fend him the greatelf happinefs of which a mortal is capable,

he expired immediately after in the public theatre, leaning on the

knees of a young boy whom he admired [c]. He was then

fifty-five. His relations were higlily refpeiled after his deceafe.

The Lacedemonians, at the taking of Thebes, faved the houfe

of Pindar: which, upon a like occafion, was preferved alfo by
Alexander the Great. The ruins of this houfe were to be (een

in the time of Paufanias, who lived under the reign of Anto-
ninus the philofopher.

Of all the numerous works, which he is faid to have com-
pofed, we have only his four books of hymns of triumph, on
the conquerors in the four renowned games of Greece: the

Olympian, the Pvthian, the Nemasan, and the Ifthmian. It

was a common thing to hire Pindar for this fervice ; and no
victory was thought complete, till it had the approbation of his

mufe. The fpirit of Pindar's poetry is fo fublime, and the

beauty fo peculiar, that it is hardly poi!ible to examine it by
parts: and therefore the beft judges have ufually contented

themfelves with confirming his general title of ** prince

and father of lyric poetry," without engaging in the fearch of

his particular excellences. For that prodigious elevation of

fpirit, that amazing beauty of fentences, that boundlefs fcope

of thought, and that daring liberty of figures and of meafures,

are as likely to deter a critic as an imitator: ** His Pegafus,"

as Cowley fays, ** flings writer and reader too, that fits not

fure." Horace called him inimitable, and, as Qiiintilian fays,

defervedly. " Pindar and Sophocles, " fays Longinus [d],
*' like a rapid fire, carry every thing before them, though

fomciimes that lire is imcxpefledly and unaccountably quenched."

The grandeur of his poetry, and his deep erudition, made the

ancients give him the title of the Wifeft, the Divine, the Great,

and the moft Sublime: Plato calls him the Wifelf and the Di-
vine; ^^fchylus the Great; and Athena^us, the moll Sublime.

Lord Bacon fays[E], that " it is pecular to Pindar, to flrike

[c] Suidas. [d] Sed. xxiii. [e] De Aug. Scient.

the
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the minds of men fuddenly with fome wonderful turn of

thought, as it were, with a divine fcepter."

It is not improper to obferve, that fome prejudices have

arifen among the moderns againft Pindar [fJ, from certain

writings known by the name of Pindaric odes : but very few
under that title, not excepting even thofe written by the ad-

mired Cowley, whofe wit and fire firfl brought them into

reputation, have the leaft refemblance to the manner of the

author whom they pretend to imitate, and from whom they

derive their name; or, if any, it is fuch a refemblance only as

as is exprelTed by the Italian word caricatiira, a monflrous and

dil^orted likenefs. This obfervation has been already made by
Congreve, in his preface to two admirable odes, written pro-

felfedly in imitation of Pindar [g]: " 'I'he character of thefe

late Pindarics," fays he, *' is a bundle of rambling incoherent

thoughts, expreded in a like parcel of irregular ftanzas, which
alfo confifl of fuch another complication of difproportioned,

uncertain, and perplexed verfes and rhimes.—On the contrary,"

adds he, *' there is nothing more regular than the Odes of
Pindar, both as to the exact obfervation of the meafures and
numbers of his ftanzas and verfes, and the perpetual coherence

of his thoughts. For though his digreflions are frequent, and
his tranfitions fudden, yet is there ever fome fecret conriedlion,

which, though not always appearing to the eye, never fails to-

communicate itfelf to the underftanding of the reader." Upon
the whole, a poetical imagination, a warm and enthufiaftic

genius, a bold and figurative exprefiion, and a concife and ^tn~

tentious ftyle,. are the charaileriftical beauties of Pindar; very

different from the far-fetched thoughts, the witty extravagances^-

and puerile conceits of his wretched imitators.

The beft editions of this poet are, that of Henry Stephens,^

in 1566, 24to ; that of Erafmus Schimidus, in 1616, 4to; and
that of Oxfordy in 1697, folio. From which there was a neat

and corredl edition, with a Latin verfion, printed at London in

1755, fmall 8vo. Of late years, the edition of Heyne, in 8vo,

1773, has been in high and jufi: eflimation, except that it wants
the Scholia. Two volumes of a more complete edition, with
notes on the text, and on the Scholia, were publifhed by the

celebrated Beck, in 8\'o, at Leipfic, in 1792 and 1795; The.
remainder is m.uch wanted.
PINEDA (John), a learned Spaniard, was born at Seville,

of a noble family, and entered into the fociety of Jefuits in

1572, He taught philofophy and theology in feveral colleges,

and was (killed in the oriental languages. He wrote, among

[f] Preface to Odes of Pindar, &c. bv Gilbert V/cff.. e% 1753.
[cj Works, vol, iii.

Otbv
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other things, i. Two volumes, folio, of ** Commentaties en

Job." 2. The fame on Ecclefiaftes. 3. A book ** de rebus

Salomonis," folio, curious arid learned, but not always exa£l,

4. " An univerfal Hiftory of the Church," in Spanifh, 4 vols,

folio. 5. " A Hiilory of Ferdinand III." in the fame lan-

guage. He died in 1637, much regretted.

PINELLI (John Vincent), an Italian nobleman, cele-

brated for his love of letters, and the library he formed, and
well compared by Thuanus to Pomponius Atticus, was born
at Naples in 1533, the fon of a noble Genoefe. After having
received an excellent education, he went and fettled at Padua,

at the age of twenty-four, and early in life began to form his

library, which he colleded from all parts with incredible dili-

gence. Lipfius, Jof. Scaliger, Sigonius, PanciroUus, Pithou,

and all the moft learned men of his time, correfponded with him,

and have celebrated him for erudition. His whole mind was
occupied with the love of knowledge, which embraced hiftory,

medals, antiquities, natural hiftory, and botany ; and it is faid,

that in forty-three years, he never was out of Padua except

twice, one of which times his removal was occafioned by the

plague. He died in x6oi. At his death, his library was
removed to his heirs at Naples in 130 cafes, fourteen of which
were full of manufcripts. Two hundred volumes were retained

by the republic of Venice, as treating of affairs pertaining to

that ftate. In the year 17QO, this noble library, augmented
confiderably by the defcendants of this Pinelli, was purchafed

complete by an Engliih bookfeller, and fold by au6lion in

London; and thus in a few days was diilipated, what it had

been the labour of near two centuries to colle6l.

PINTURICCIO (Bernardino), the inventor of a nevw

way of painting, in the fifteenth century. He aimed to dif-

tinguifli himfelf, by introducing the balfo relievo of architec-

ture into his pieces; but this being contrary to the art of
painting, which always fuppofes a flat fuperficies, nobody fol-

lowed his example. Pinturiccio painted feveral pi61ures in the

Vatican, for the popes Innocent VIII. and Alextander VI. We
Ihould have had more of his works, had he furvived an ac-

cident which proved the caufe of his death. The (lory is worth
knowing, and will throw fome light upon his moral character.

"When he was at Sienna, the monks of the order of St. Francis,

who were defirous to have a pi6lure from him, gave him a

chamber, that he might work with more convenience ; and,

that the room might not be incumbered with any thing which
had no relation to his art, they took away all the fmniture,

except an old fuit of armour, which feemed too troublefome

to remove. Pinturiccio, being naturally quick and impatient,

would have it taken away immediately j but in removing i'l^

a piece
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a piece liappened to break off, in which were hid five hundred

ducats of gold. This difappointment furprifed Pinturiccio fo

much, and vexed him Co heartily, the friars thereby having the

advantage of the treafure, that he died a little after of mere

grief and forrov^', in 1513, in his 59ih year.

PIPER (Francis lk), an Engliih comic painter, was the

fon of a Kentilh gentleman defcciided from a Walloon family.

His father, having a plentiful eftate, gave this his eldeft fon a

liberal cdtication, and would, have had him bred a fcliolar, or

elfe a merchant^ but his genius leading him wholly to defigning,

he could not fix to any particular fcience or bufinefs but the art

to which he naturally inclined. Drawing took up all his time

and all his thoughts; and being of a gay facetious humour, his

manner was himiorous or comical. He delighted in drawing

ugly fafes ; and had a talent fo particular for it, that he would,

by a tranfient view of any remarkable face he met in the ftreet,

retain the likenefs fo exa(?ily in his memory, that, in the draught

you would have thought the perfon had fat feveral times for it.

It was faid of hiin, that he would fteal a face ; and a man, who
was not handfom.e enough to defire to fee his picture, fat in

danger in his company. He had a fancy peculiar to himfelf in

his travels : he would often go away, and let his friends know
nothing of his departure ; make the tour of France and the

Netherlands, a-foot ; and fometimes his frolic carried him as far

as Grand Cairo. He never advert! fed his friends of his return,

any m.ore than he did of his intended abfence, which he did to

furprife them alternately with forrow and joy. In this manner
he travelled, at feveral times, through Italy, France, Germany,
t!ie Netherlands, and Holland; in which feveral countries he
examined the works of the fveral painters with pleafure and
judgement, and formed to himfelf a manner of defign, which
no man in that kind ever excelled, nor perhaps ever^equalled.

Having a good eftate of his own, and being generous, as moft
men of genius are, he would never take any thing for his pieces.

He drew them commonly over a bottle, which he loved fo well,

that he fpent great part of his hours of pleafure in a tavern.

This Was the occallon that fome of his beft pieces, efp -cially

fueh as are as large as the life, are to be found in thofe houfes
;

particularly at the Mitre-tavern in Stocks-market, where there

was a room called the Amilerdam, adorned with his pictures in

black and white. The room took its name from his pieces
;

which, reprefenting a Jefuit, a Quaker preaching, and other

preachers of moft fe6ls, was called the Amfterdam ; as con-
taining an image of almoft as many religions as arc profefTed in

that free city. He drew alfo other pieces of humour for a Mr.
Shepheard, a vintner, at the Bell in Weftminfter, which Mr.
Holmes of the Mitre purchafed, to make his collection of this

Vol. XIL R mafter's
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mafter's pieces the more complete ; and the benefit of {hewing'

them was not a little advantageous to his houfe. Piper drew
alfo a piece, reprefenting a conftable with his myrmidons, in

very natural and diverting poftures. He feldom defigned after

the life, and negle6led colouring: yet he fometimes, though
very rarely, coloured fome of his pieces, and is faid not to have

been very unfuccefsful in it. He was a great admirer and imi-

tator of Auguftine Caracci, Rembrandt, and Heemfkirk's manner
of defign, and was always in raptures when he fpoke of Titian's

colouring: for, notwithltanding he never had application enough
to make himfelf a mafter of that part of his art, he admired it in

thofe that were fo, efpecially the Italians. He drew the pidures

of feveral of his friends in black and white ; and maintained a

character of truth, which fhewed, that if he had beftowed time

to perfect himfelf in colouring, he would have rivalled the beft

of our portrait-painters. Towards the latter end of h'is life,

having impaired his fortune, he fometimes took money. He
drew fome defigns for Mr. Ifaac Becket, who copied them in

mezzotinto. Thofe draughts were generally done at a tavern;

and, whenever he pleafed, he could draw enough in half an

hour to furnifh a week's work for Becket [h].

His invention was fruitful, and his drawing bold and free.

He underftood landfcape-painting, and performed it to perfec-

tion. He was particularly a great mailer in perfpeitive. In

defigning his landfcapes, he had a manner peculiar to himfelf.

He always carried a long book about with him, like a

mufic-book, which, when he had a mind to draw, he opened
;

and, looking through it, made the lower corner of the middle

of the book his point of fight ; by which, when he had formed

his view^,. he diredlcd his pcrfpeciive, and finifhed his piilure.

His hand was ready, his ftrokes bold ; andr in his etching, fhort.

He etched feveral things himfelf, generally on oval filver plates

for his friends; who, being moll of them as hearty lovers of

the bo-ttle as himfelf, put glalFes over them, and made lids

of them for their tobacco-boxes. He drew feveral of the grand

feignors heads for fir Paul Rycaut's *' Hiftory of the Turks,"
which were engraved by Mr. Elder. In the latter part of his

life, he applied himfelf to modelling in wax in baflb relievo;

in which manner he did abundance of things with good fuccefs.

He often faid, he wiihed he had thought of it fooner, for that

[h] Being one day at a tavern with touched. They did thus ten times, and

Paithorne, Hart the engraver, and others, between them wrought up the heads t»

he fcratched a head with a coal on a trench- fuch a height of force, that nothing could be

er, ana gave it to Faithorne, who touched better done in that kind. Thefe trenchers

upon it. In the mean time, Piper drew are ftill extant ; but we cannot learn ixi

another on another trencher, and exchanged Vfhoitt hands thsy are at prefent.

Il with Faithorne for that which ht had.

fort
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fort of work fiiited better with his genius than any: and had he

lived lc)ii2;er, he would have arrived to great perfe6lion in it.

Some time before his death another edate fell to him, by th6

deceafe of his mother; when, giving himfelf new liberty on

this enlarj^ement of his fortune, he fell into a fever by his free

way of living; and, employing a furgeon to let him blood, the

man unluckily pricked an artery, which accident proved mortal.

Piper was very fat, which might contribute to this misfortune.

He died in Aldermanbury, about 1740.

However corpulent and heavy Piper's body was, his mind was
always fprightly and gay. He was never out of humour, nor

dull; and had he borrowed more time from his mirth to give to

his fludies, he had certainly been an honour to his country;

however, he lives fUll in the memory of his acquaintance, with

the charafter of an honefl: man, and a great marter in his art.

His pieces are fcattcred up and down, chiefly in London ; and
the beft and moft of them wete lately in the hands of Mr. Le
Piper his brother, a merchant in that city.

PIRANESI(GiAMBATTiSTA),averycelebratedarchite6land
engraver,, a native of Venice, but refident for the greater part of

his life at Rome. The time of his birth is not known here, but it

muft have been about the year 171 1. He was remarkable for a
bold and free (tyle of etching; which, in general, he drew upon
the plate at once, without any, or with very little, previous

fketch. He worked with fuch rapidity and diligence, that the

magnitude and number of his plates almofl: exceed belief: and
they are executed with a fpirit and genius which are altogether

peculiar to him. The earlieft of his works appear to have been
publiihed in 1743, and confift of defigns invented by himfelf
in a very grand flyle ; with views of ruins, chiefly the w^ork of
imagination, and Itrongly charaflerizing the magnificence of
his ideas. Thefe are fometirnes found in a volume, collecSled

by Bourchard, in 1750; with views of Roman antiquities, not
in Rome, among which are fcveral of Pola in Ktria. The
dedication to thefe views is dated 1748. Confidering thefe as

forming tiis firfl work, we may enumerate the reft from a cata-

logue print, publiihed by himfelf many years after. 2. *' An-
tichita Romane," or Roman antiquities, comprifed in 218 plates

of atlas paper, commencing by a topographical view of ancient

Rome, made out from the fragments of a moft curious antique

plan of that city, found in the pavement of the temple of Ro-
inulus, and now preferved in the Mufeum at the Capitol. Thefe,
with thedefcriptions,in Italian, form four vols, in folio. 3." Fafli

confulares triumphalefque Romanorum, ab urbe condita, ufque ad
Tiberium Casfarem." 4. " Del Caftello dell' acqua Giulia, e della

maniera in cui anticamente fi conccdevano e diftribuivano le

acque," 21 folio plates. 5. " Antichita d'Albano, c di Caftel

R 2 Gan-
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Gandolfo," 55 plates. 6. ** Campus Mart'us Antiqiiie urbis,''

with defcriptions in Italian and Latin, 54 plates. 7. ** Archi

trionfali aiitichi, Tempi, ed Anfiteatri, eliltenti in Roma, ed in

altre parti d'Ita!ia,"3i plates, 8. " Trofei d'Ottaviano Angufto,"

&c. 10 plates. 9. " Delia Magnificenza ed Architettura de'

Romani," 44 plates, with above 2co pages of letter-prefs, in

Italian and Lalin. This great work appears to have been oc-

cafioned, in great meafure, by fume dialogues publiflied in

London in 1755, but now forgotten here, and entitled. The In-

veftigator. 'I'hefe, containing many focjliih calumnies againft

the ancient Romans, had been interpreted to PiraneH, and in-

flamed his ardent fpirit to this mode of vindication. 10. '* Ar-

chitctture diverfe," 27 phiies. il. *' Career! d'inventione," 16

plates, fu'' of the nioii; wild, but pi£lurefque conceptions. I2.

About 130 feparate views of Rome, in its prefeiit Itate ; in the

grandeO: ftyle of defign, and the boldeit manner of etching.

Befides thefc, there is alfo extarit in very few hands (as it was

not publilhed, but only given to particular friends), a fmall

work of this author, containing letters of juftification to lord

Charlemont , in which he afiigns the reafons why he did not

dedicate his Roman antiquities to that nobleman, as had been

intended. Piranefi here appears extremely irritated againlt his

lordlhip, and his agents, for negle6l and ill-treatment ; but the

moll curious part of the work is, that he has taken the pains to

etch in a fmall quarto fize, and with the utmoll neatnefs, yet

with all his accuftomed frecdotn, exail copies of the four ori-

ginal frontifpieces, in which the name of his intended patron

was to have been immortalized : v, ith views of the infcriptions

rc-engiaved, as they now (tand ; as if the firft infcriptions had

been cut out of the Itones, and the new ones inferted on Imall

pieces let into them, as the ancients fometimes praclifed. In

this form they Hill remain in his frontifpieces,- a peculiarity

which would not be underllood without this key. There are

alfo head-pieces, and tail-pieces, all full of imagination, and

alluding to the matters and perfons in vol veil in the difpute.

This work is dated 1757. Piranefi was well kno^vn to moft

of the Englilh arliils who iludied at Rome; among others, to

Mr. Mvlne, the archited of Black-friars-bridge, with whom
he correfpond'.d for feveral years, and for whorn he engraved a

fine view of that'druclure, in its unfiniOied ftate ; reprefenting,

with precifion, the parts fubfervient to its conflrudlion, fiich as the

centres of the arches. See. for the fake of preferving a memorial

of them. Some of his works are dedicated to another Britifh

architcff, Robert Adam ; and as Piranefi was an honorary mem-
ber of the Society of Antiquaries in London, he always care-

fully fubjoined that title to his name. Pie was alfo a member of

tlie academy of the Arcadi, by the name of Sakindio TiJeiOf as

he
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he has given it in one of his frontifpieces, according to the fan-*

taftic cuftom of that fociety, of giving new names to the perfons

admitted. All who knew him agree that he was of a fiery

and impetuous temper, but full of genius. He left a fon, who
has been employed in a diplomatic line. The exaft time of his

death we have not been able to learn, but it is fuppofed to

have happened in, or near, the year 1780. Piranefi has been
accufed, and not without reafon, of fuffering his imagination

to einbellifh even the defigns that were given as real views.

He was employed as an architect to ornament a part of the

priory of Malta in Rome ; in which place his fon has eredted

a ftatue of him. It is thus mentioned by baron Stolberg, in

his travels. " Here is a fine flatue of the architedl Piranefi, as

large as life, placed there by his fon. It is the work of the

living artilt Angolini ; and though it certainly cannot be com-
pared with the befl antiques, it iHll poflefles real merit [ij,"

His portrait, engraved by Polanzani in 1750, is in the {fyje of
a mutilated Itatue, and is very fpirited. It is prefixed to fome of
his works.

PIRON (Alexis), a French dramatic poet, was born at

Dijon in 1689, wheie he lived till he was paft thirty, in all the

didipation of a young man of pleafure. At length, having
given great offence to his countrymen, by an ode which he pro-

duced, he removed to Paris ; where, as his relations could not
give him much affiftance, he fupported himfelf by his talent of
writing an admirable hand. He was firft fecretary to M. Bellifle,

and afterwards to a financier, who little fufpe6led that he had
fuch a genius in his houfc. By degrees he became known, from
producing feveral fmall pieces, full of originality, at a little

theatre in Paris; till the comedy called " Mttromanie," efleemed

one of the beif produced in this century, raifed his fame to the

higheft point. His very fingular talent for converfation, in which
he was always lively, and inexhauflible in wit, contributed to

enhance his popiilarity; and as his company was more courted

for a lime, than that of Voltaire, who had lefs good humour,
he was inclined to fancy himfelf fuperior to that writer. Many
traits of his wit are related, which convey, at the fame time, the

notion that he eftimated himfelf very highly. At the firlt repre-

fentation of Voltaire's Semiramis, which was ill received, the

author afked him in the theatre, what he thought of it ? '< I think,"

faid he, " that you would be very glad that I had written it." The
aftors wifhing him to alter one of his pieces, affronted him by
iifing the word '< corrections," inftead of alterations. 'Iliey

pleaded that Voltaire always liftened to their wifhes in that refpedt.

" What then," replied Piron, *' Voltaire works cabinet-work,

[i] Englifh Tranflatlon, vol. i. p. 374.

R 3 I eaft
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I caft in bronze." An Englidiman might fay, that his claim t©

the bronze certainly could not be difpnted, after fiich a fpcech.

The fatirical turn of Piron kept him from a feat in the academy.
** I never could make nine and thirty people," faid he, '* think

as I do, ftill lefs could I ever think with them." He fought,

however, a fpecics of revenge, in the epitaph which he wrote

for himfelf

:

Cy git Piron, qui ne fut rien,

Pas meme Academicien.

** Here lies Piron, who was nothing, not even an Academician."
He died early in 1773. His works have been colledled, in feven

vols. 8vo, and nine, i2mo. But it is agreed, that out of the

feven, five at Icaft might be fpared; fince, befides his *< Metro-
manie," his " Guftavus," a tragedy ; his " Courfes de Tempe,"
a paftoral piece ; fome odes, about twenty epigrams, and one or

two tales, there is very little in the whole colle6tion that is above

mediocrity. His comedies are reckoned better than his trage-

dies; and the prefaces to his dramas, though not excellent in

point of ftyle, are full of new and agreeable thoughts, with
natural and happy turns of wit and expreflion.

PISAN (Christina de), an Italian by birth, author of
many compofitions in profe and verfe, was born at Venice about

1363, being the daughter of Thomas Pifan of Bologna, much
celebrated at that time as an aftrologer. When (he was five

years old, her father fettled with her in France, and her extraor-

dinary beauty and wit procured her an excellent hufband, by the

time {he was fifteen. After ten years fhe loft this hufband,

Stephen Cartel, by whom (he was moft tenderly beloved, and
found her chief refonrce for comfort and fubfiftence in her pen

;

her hufband's fortune being entangled in feveral law-fuits.

Charles VI. of France, and other princes, noticed and alTifted

her, on account of her talents, and provided for her children.

When file died is uncertain. Some of her poems, which are

full of tendernefs, were printed at Paris in 1529, others remain

in manufcript in the royal library. •* The life of Charles V."
written by defire of Philip the Good, duke of Burgundy, is con-
fidered as her beft performance in profe. She wrote alfo '* An
hundred Stories of Troy" in rhyme. ** The Treafure of the

City oi Dames," Paris, 1497. " T^^e Long Way," tranflated

by John Chaperon, 1549, under the title of " Le Chemiii de

long etendue."

PITCAIRNE (Archibald) an eminent Scotch phyfician,

was defcended from an ancient family in the county of Fife,

and born at Edinburgh on Chriftraas day, 1652 [ij. After

[i] From the Gen. Dl£l. where we are told, that the particulars were coaimunU
cated by a very intimate and learned friend of Pitcairne.

being
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being properly grounded in languages at a private fchool in

Dalkeith, he was removed to the univerfity of Edinburgh;

where, having gone through a courfe of philofophy, he ftudied

firft divinity, and then the civil law. Severe application im-
pairing his health, he grew heilic, and had all the appearance

of being in a confumption ; for which he was advifed to travel

to Montpelier in France, but found himfelf recovered by the

time he reached Paris. He determined to purfue the ftudy of
the law in the univerfity there ; but there being no able pro-

felTor of it, and meeting with fome of his countrymen, who
-were ftudents in phyfic, he changed his purpofe a fecond time,

and joined with them. Me had not been thus employed many
months, when he was called home by his father : and now,
having laid in the firft elements of all the three profeflions, he
was abfolutely undetermined which to follow. It was then he
applied himfelf to the mathematics, in which he made a very

great progrefs without a mafter ; but at laft, obferving a con-
neilion between geometry and phyfic, he fixed his choice unal-

terably upon that profeilion.

After applying for fome time at Edinburgh to botany, phar-

macy, and the materia medica, he went a fecond time to Paris,

where he finiftied his ftudies ; and then, a little before the revo-

lution, returned to Scotland, where he prefently carne into

good bufinefs, and acquired an extenfive reputation. In 1688,
he publifhed a piece, entitled, '* Solutio problematis de inven-

toribus;" the defign of which was, to afcertain Harvey's right

to the difcovery of the circulation of the blood. In 1692, he
had an invitatiorl from the curators of the univerfity of Leyden,
to be profefibr of phyfic there, which he accepted, and went
and made his inauguration fpeech the 26th of April that year.

He continued there little more than a year ; during which fhort

fpace he publilhed feveral dilfertations, chiefly with a view of
fhewing the ufefulnefs of mathematics to phyfic: Pitcairne was
the firft who introduced the mechanic principles into that art,

in which he was^ealoufiy followed by the late Dr. Mead. He
returned to Scotland in 1693, to difcharge an engagem.ent to a

young lady, the daughter of fir Archibald Stephenfon, an emi-
nent phyfician in Edinburgh ; and, being foon after married to

her, was fully refolved to fet out again for fiolland : but, the

lady's parents being unwilling to part with her, he fettled at

Edinburgh, and \yrote a valediftory letter to the univerfity of
Leyden. His lady did not furvive her marriage many years ;

yet fhe brought him a daughter, who was afterwards married
to the earl of Kelly.

In 1701, he republifhed his *' Difiertations," with fome new-
ones; and dedicated them to Bellini, profeflTor at Pifa, in return

to the fame compliment, which Bellini had made him, when
R4 he
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he piiblifhed his Opufcula. They were printed at Rotterdam

in one volume 4to, under this title, " Difputationcs Menica;,''

of which there are eight. The bft edition publiihed in his

life-time came out at Edinburgh, a few months before his death,

which happened 06):. 13, 1713. Afterwards were publiflitd

his le6lures to his fchoLrs, under the title of " Elementa Me-
dicinas Phyfico-Mathematica," although he had taken as much
pains as a man could take, to prevent the publication of any

thing in that way. He even fnews forne concern about this, in

his Diifertation '* de circulatione fanguinis in animalibus genitis

et non genitis."

In 1696, being hindered by ficknefs from 'attending the calls

of his profelhon, he amufed hirnfelf with waiting Remarks
upon Sir Robert Sibbald's Prodromus Hi{tori;E Naturalis Scotia.

That phyfician had publiflied a treatife, wherein he ridiculed

the new method of applying geometry to phyfic ; in return to

which, Pitcairne wrote, " Diilertatio de Legibus Hiiloria.'

ISaturalis," which is the title of thefe Remarks. He did not

publilh it, however; but, Avhen fome cf^'pies came abroad by

accidtat, difowned it ; fo that fir Robert, believing it not to

be his, wrote an anfwer to it, and dedicated it to him. Pitcairne

likewife ufed to divert hirnfelf fometimes with writing Latin

verfes, for which he had no contemptible talent ; and publiihed

a few compoUtions of this kind, under the title of " Poemata

Sele6la," which are mollly of the epigrammatic kind. In thefe

he frequently difcovers his political opinions, and ihews himfelf

to have been no friend to the Revolution. His poetry has

never been much read, on account of its obfcurity, v/hich is

principally owing to the private occurrences alluded to in it,

and frequently made the fubjecl of a whole poem. That " ad

Robertum Lindefium," is an inifance of this, being quite unin-

telligible without the knowledge of a circumftance in Pitcairne 's

life, which he often told, but never without fome emotion.

His friend Lindefey and he, reading together, when very young,

the known ifory of the two Platonic philofophers-, who agreed

that whoever died firll; fhould return a vifitor to the furvivor,

entered into the fame engagement. Some years after, Pitcairne

dreamed one morning at his father's houfe in Fife, that Linde-

fey, who was theH at Paris, came to him, and told him, that

he was not dead as was commonly reported, but Hill alive, and

in a very agreeable place, to which he could not yet carry him.

By the courfe of the poft, news came of Lindefey's death, which
happened fuddenly the very m.orning of the dream. After

knowing this, the poem is eafily underflood.

An ingenious fi6lion, entitled, ** Archimedis ad Regem Ge-
lonem Epiftola Albas Grecae reperta," has generafiy been

afcribed
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afcribed to Pitcairne. All his works have been colle£led, and

printed together at Leyden, 1737, in 4to.

PITHOU (Peter), or Pithceus, a French gentleman of

eminence in the republic of letters, was defcended from an

ancient and noble family in IS^ormandy, and born at Troyes in

1539. His tafte for literature [l] difcovered itfelf early, and

it was cultivated to the utmoft by the care of his father. He
entered upon his ftudies at Troyes, and was afterwards fent to

Paris, where he became firft the fcholar, and then the friend,

of Turnebus. When he had finifhed liis purfuits in languages

and the belles letters, he was removed to Bourges, and placed

under Cujacius, in order to ftudy the civil law. His father

v/as learned in the law, and has left no inconfiderable fpecimen

of his judgement, in the advice he gave his fon, for acquiring

this branch of knowledge ; which was, not to fpend his time

and pains upon voluminous and barren commentators, but to

confine his reading chiefly to original writers. He made fo

ivonderful a progrefs, that at feventeen he was able to fpeak

extemporarily upon the moft difficult queitions ; and his mafter

was not afhamed to own, that even he had learned fome
things of him. Cujacius removing to Valence, Pithou fol-

lowed him thither, and continued to profit by his le6lures, to

1560. Pie then returned to Paris, and frequented the bar of
the parliament there, for the fake of joining praftical forms
and ufages to theoretic knowledge.

In 1563, beiiig then twenty-four, he gave the firft fruits of his

ftudies to the public, in a work entitled, '* Adverfaria Subfeciva j"

which was highly applauded by Turnebus, Lipfius, and other

learned men, and laid the foundation of that great and extenfive

fame which he afterwards acquired. A little time after, he was
advanced by Henry III. to fome confiderable pofts; in which, as

well as at the bar, he acquitted himfelf with high honour. Pithou
was a Proteflant, and therefore might have been involved in the

terrible maffacre of Saint Bartholomew in 1572. It was next
to a miracle that he was not ; for he was at Paris, where it was
committed, and in the fame lodgings with feveral Hugonots,
who were all killed. He feems, however, to have been fright-

ened by it out of his religion ; which having, according to the

cuftom of converts, examined and found to be erroneous, he
foon abjured, and openly embraced the Catholic faith. After-

wards he attended the duke of Montmorency into England
;

and upon his return, by reafon of his great wifdom, amiable-
nefs of nature and manners, and profound knowledge in vari-

ous things, became a kind of oracle to his countrymen, who
fonfulted him on all important occafions : and not only his

[l] Niceron, tome v.

countrymen,
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countrymen, but even foreigners. Ferdinand the Great Duke
of Tufcany not only confulted him, but even fubmitted to his

determination, in a point contrary to his interefts. Henry III.

and IV. were greatly obliged to him for combating the league

in the moft intrepid manner, and for many other fervices, in

which he had recourfe to his pen, as weW as to other means.
Pithou died upon his birth-day in 1596, leaving behind him

a wife, whom he had married in 1579, and fome children.

Thuanus has reprefented him I m] as the moft excellent and
accompliihed man of the age in which he lived; and all the

learned have agreed to fpeak well of him. He colleded a moft
valuable library, which was rich in manufcripts, as well as

printed books; and he took many precautions to hinder its

being difperfed aft.r his death, but in vain. He publifhed a

great number of works on various fubje£ts of law, hiftory, and
clalhcal literature ; and he gave feveral new and corre6l editions

of ancient writers. He was the firlt who made the world
acquainted with the " Fables of Phasdrus:" they, together with
the name of their author, being utterly unknown, till publiflied

from a manufcript, which had been difcovered by his brother

Francis Pithou, This broiher puhlilhed feveral important

works on the civil and canon law, and had a part in many works
which Peter produced. The principal works of Peter Pithou

are, i. " A I'reatife on the Liberties of the Gallican Church,"
four volumes folio. The belt edition is Paris, 1 731. 2. Editions

of many important monuments relative to French hiftory.

3. Notes on many claftical authors. 4. A volume of fmaller

works, printed colle6lively at Paris in 1609, befides many pub-

lications on civil and canon law, fome ilfued feparately, and
fome in conjunction with his brother.

PITISCUS (Samuel), a very learned man, who did good

fervice to the republic of letters by feveral ufeful works, was
born at Zutphen, in the Low Countries, in 1637. He ftudied

the belles lettres at Deventer under Gronovius, and divinity at

Groningen. Som« little time after his education was com-
pleted, he was ele(^l;ed mafter of the public fchool at Zutphen

;

and, in 1685, had the direilion of the college of St. Jerome at

Utrecht entrulted to him, where he performed all the offices of a

good governor to the end of his life. He died in 1717, aged

fourfcore years. He was the author of many Latin works, full

of deep erudition and laborious refearches ; among which are,

** Lexicon Latino-Belgicum," 410; " Lexicon Antiquitatum

Romanorum," a very ufeful and valuable work ; folio ; &c.

He gave editions of Qiiintus Curtius, Suetonius, Aurelius Vic-

tor, &c. on which he wrote large and copious notes ; not in

[m] Hift. fui teniporis, ad ann. 1596.

the
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the way of verbal crlticifm, which he openly difclaimed, but

for the fake of illultrating their fenfe, and explaining ancient

tuftoms. Thus his " Notes upon Suetonius," in the 4to edi-

tion efpeciallv, may be read with great advantage by all who
would be well verfed in that branch of learning: they are

indeed tranfcribed chiefly from his " Lexicon Antiquitatura

Romanorum." He publifhed alfo a new edition of ** Rofinus's

Roman Antiquities."

PITS, or PITSEUS (John), an EngliOi biographer, was
born at Alton, in Hamplhire, in 1560; and at eleven, fent to

Wykeham's fchool near Winchefter. He was elefted thence

probationer fellow of New College in Oxford [n], at eighteen;

but, in Icfs than two years, left the kingdom as a voluntary

Romilh exile, and went to Douay, where he was kindly received

by Dr. Thomas Siapleton, who gave him advice relating to his

ftudies. Purfuant to this, he palfed from Douay toRheims;
and, after one year fpent in the Englifh college there, was fent

to the Englifh college at Rome, where he fludied feven years,

and was then ordained prieft. Returning to Rheims about 1589,
he there taught rhetoric and Greek for two years : but the civil

wars in France induced him to withdraw to Lorraine; and, at

Pont-a-Muflbn, he took the degree of mafter of arts, and foon

after that of bachelor of divinity. Next, going into Upper Ger-

many, he refided a year and a half at Triers ; and afterwards

removed to Ingolftadt in Bavaria, where he refided three years,

and took the degree of dodor of divinity. After having tra-

velled through Italy as well as Germany, and made himfelf

mafler of the languages of both countries, he went back to Lor-

raine ; where, being much noticed by Charles cardinal of Lor-

raine, he was preferred by him to a canonry of Verdun. When
he had paiTed two years there, Antona, daughter to the duke of

Lorraine, who was married to the duke of Cleves, invited him
over to be her confeflTor; and, that he might be the more fervice-

able to her, he learned the French language, in which he became
fo perfect, that he often preached in it. In her fervice he con-

tinued twelve years ; during which time he turned over the hif-

tories of England, ecclefiaflical and civil, whence he made large

colledfions and obfervations concerning the mod illuitrious per-

fonages. He then returned a third time to Lorraine, where, by

the favour of John bifh<^p of Toul, formerly his fcholar, he was
promoted to the deanery of Verdun, which was of confiderable

value. This, with a canonry and an officialfhip of the fame
church, he held to the -iay of his death, which happened at Ver-
dun in 1616. He publifned three treatifes :

'* De Le^ibus,"

[n] Ath. Oxon. Gen. Dift.

Tr'ers,
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Triers, 1592 ;
** De Beatitudine," Ingolft. 1595 ;

*< Dc Peregrl-

natione," DufTeld. 1604.

During the agreeable leifure he enjoyed, while confeflbr to

the dutciiefs of Cleves, he employed hitnfelf, as we have hinted,

in compiling " The Lives of the Kings, EiOiops, Apoftolical

Men, and Writers of England." They were coin pri fed in four

large volumes; the firft containing the lives of the kings ; the

fecond, of the bifhops; tiie third, of the apoftolical men; and

the fourth, of the writers. The three firft are preferved in the

archives of the collegiate church of Verdun: the fourth only was
publiilied, and that after his deceafe, at Paris, 1619, in 4to,

under the title of "
J. Pitfei Angli, &c. Relationum Hiftorica-

rum de Rebus Anglicis tomus primus;" but the running title,

and by which it is ofteneft quoted, is, " E>e lUr.ftribus Angiise

Scriptoribus." It is divided into four parts; the firft of which
is a kind of Prolegomena " De laudibus Hiftorlce, de Antiqua-

tate Ecclefiae Brirannica;, de Academiis tam antiquis Britonum
quam recentioribus Angloruni." The fecond part contains the

lives and chara£lers of three hundred Englifh writers; the third

is " An Appendix of fome Writers, in alphabetical order, and
divided into four Centuries," together with " An Index of Eng-
]\(h Books, written by imknown Authors." The laft part con-

fifts of " Fifteen Alphabetical Indexes," which are a kind of

epitome of the whole work. Pits appears to have a<5ted in a

very dilingenuous and ungrateful manner, efpecially in the

fecond part of this work ; the greater part of which he has taken

from Bale's book ** De Scriptoribus majoris Britannia," though

he frequently fhews an abhorrence both of Bale and his work.

He pretends alfo to follow, and familiarly quotes, Leland's
** Colleftanea de Scriptoribus Angliae ;" whereas the truth is,

as Wood [oj and others have obferved, he never faw them, being

but twenty years of age, or little more, when he left the nation :

neither was it in his power afterwards, if he had been in Eng-
land, becaufe they were kept in fuch private hands, that few

Proteftant antiquaries, and none of thofe of the church of Rome,
could fee or perufe them. What therefore he pretends to have

from Leland, he takes at fecond-hand from Bale. His work is

alfo full of partiality: for he entirely leaves out Wickliffe and

his followers, together with the Scots and Irifh writers, who
are for the moft part commemorated by Bale ; and in their room
gives an account of the Roman Catholic writers, fuch efpecially

as had leit the kingdom, after the Reformation in queen Eliza-

beth's reign, and iTieltered themfelves at Rome, Douay, Lou-
vain, &ic. This, however, is the Left and moft valuable part of

Pits's work.

[0] Whavtoni Proefat. ad Ans'i. Sacr. P. i. p. 15. Nicholfon'j Hiftorical Library, p. 56.

He
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Pits was a man of abiliiies and learning. His ftyle is clear,

eafy, and elegant ; but he wants accuracy, and has fallen into

many niiitakes in his accounts of the Britiih writers. His work,

howevec, will always be thought of ufe, if it be only that '* Hif-

toiin quoquo modo fcripta delcftat."

PITT (Christopher), an Englifh poet [p], was born in

1699 at Blandfoid, the fon of a phylician much efteemed. He
was, in 1 7 14, received as a fcholar into Wincheller College,

where he was didinguilhed by exercifts of uncommon elegance;

and, at his removal to New College in 17 19, prefented to the

electors, as the product of his private and voluntary -fludies, a
complete verfion of Lucan's poem, which he did not then know
to have been tranllated by Rowc. This is an inltance of early-

diligence which well deferves to be recorded. '1 he fupprelTioii

oi' fuch a work, recommended by Inch uncommcn circumltances,

is to be regretted. It is indeed culpable, to load libraries with
fupcrfluous books ; but incitements to early excellence are never

fupcrfluous, and from this example the danger is not great of

many imitations. When he had redded at his college three

years, he was prefented to the redlory of Pimpern in Dorfetfhire,

1722, by his rela ion, Mr. Pitt of Siratfeildfea in Hamplhire;
and, refigning his fellowfliip, continued at Oxford two years

longer, till he became M.A. 1724. He probably about this

time tranflated " Vida's Art of Poetry," which Triftram's ele-

gant edition had then made popular. In this tranilation he dif-

tmguifhed himfelf, both by the general elegance of his flyle, and
by the ikilful adaptation of his numbers to the images expreiied

;

a beauty which Vida has with great ardour enforced and exem-
plified. He then retired to his living, a place very pleafing by
its fjuiatirn, and therefore likely to excite the imagination of a

poet y where he palled the relt of his life, reverenced for his

virtue, and beloved for the foftnefs of his teniper, and the eafmefs

of his manners. Before Grangers he had fomething of the

fcholar's timidity and diffidence ; but, when he became familiar,

he was in a very high degree chearful and entertaining. His
general benevolence procured general refpe6t ; and he palTed a
life placid and honourable, neither too great for the kindnefs of
the low, nor too low for the notice of the great. At whaj
time lie compofcd his *' Mifcellany,'' publiihed in 1727, it is not
eafy nor necelfary to know j.rhofe poems which have dates appear
to have been very early produilions. The fuccefs of his '* Vida"
animated him to a higher undertaking; and in his thirtieth vear
he publiihed a verfion of the firil: book of the i^neid. This
being commended by his friends, he fomietime afterwards added
three or four more ; with an advertifement in v.hich he repre-

£p] Taken principally from Dr. Jahidbn-

fents
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fents himfelf as tranflating with great indifference, and with a

progrefs of which himfelf was hardly confcious. At la(t, with-

out any further contention with his modefty, or any awe of the

name of Dryden, he gave a complete Englilh '* JEnt'id," which
we advife our readers to perufe with that of Dryden. It will be

pleafing to have an opportunity of comparing the two befl: tranf-

lations that perhaps were ever produced by one nation of the fame
author. Pitt, engaging as a rival with Dryden, naturally ob-

ferved his failures and avoided them ; and, as he wrote after

Pope's Iliad, he had an example of an exaft, equable, and fplen-

did verfification. With thefe advantages, feconded by great

diligence, he rnight fuccefsfully labour particular palTages, and

efcape many errors. If the two verfions are compared, perhaps

the refult will be, that Dryden leads the reader forward by his

general vigour and fprightlinefs, and Pitt often (tops him to con-

template the excellence of a Tingle couplet ; that Dryden's faults

are forgotten in the hurry of delight, and that Pitt's beauties are

negle6\ed in the languor of a cold and liftlefs perufal ; that Pitt

pleafes the critics, and Dryden the people ; that Pitt is quoted,

and Dryden read. He did not long enjoy the reputation which
this great work defervedly conferred ; for he left the world in

1748, and lies buried under a llone at Blandford, with an in-

fcription, which celebrates his canilour, and primitive fimplicity

of manners; and fays that he lived innocent, and died beloved;

an encomium neither flight nor common, though modcftly ex-

prefTed.

PITT (William), earl of Chatham, one of the mofl; illuf-

trious flatefmen whom this country has produced, was the fon

of Robert Pitt, efq. of Boconnock in Cornwall, and grandfon of

Thomas Pitt, governor of Madras, who was purchafer of the cele-

brated diamond, afterwards called the regent [qJ. The family

was originally of Dorfetfhire J"r], where it had been long and

refpedlably ellablilhed. William Pitt w.ts born Nov. 15, 1708,
and educated at Eton ; whence in January, 1726, he went as a

gentleman-commoner to Trinity college, Oxford, It has been

faid that he was not devoid of poetical talents, of which a few

fpecimens have been produced ; but they do not amount to much,
and of his Latin verfes on the death of George the Firft [s], it

is natural to fufpc6l that the whole merit was not his own.
When he quitted the univerfity, Pitt was for a time in the mili-

[<i.] It was fo called becaufe purchafed tugal in 1746, weighed 1680 carats and |,
for Louis XV. in his niinority, by the and was valued at 2,24,000,000!. 0.ic-

duke of Orleans, then regent of France, ling.

It weighed 127 carats, and was fold to the [r] Hutchins's Doifetfhire, vol. i. p.

regent in 17 17, for 133,0001. being fup- 54.

pofed to be the lurgefl that had then been [s] They were printed in the European

brought to Europe. A brazil diamond, of Magazine for September, 1791, p. 167.

Inferior wnter, brought to the king of Poi--

tary
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tary line and ferved as a cornet, but his talents leading him more
decifively to another field of adion, he quitted the life of a
foldier for that of a ftatefman, and became a member of parlia-

ment for the borough of Old Sarum, in February, 1735. In
this fituation his abilities were foon diftinguilhed, and he fpoke

with great eloquence againft the Spanilli convention in 1738.
It was on the occafion of the bill for regilhing feamen in 1740,
which he oppofed as arbitrary and unjurtifiable, tiiat he made
his celebrated reply to Mr. Horatio Walpole, who had attacked

him on account of his youth (though then thirty-two), adding that

the difcovery of truth is little promoted by poinpous diction and
theatrical emotion. Mr. Pitt retorted, with great feverity, '* [

will not undertake to determine whether youth can juftly be
imputed to any man as a reproach, but I will affirm that the

wretch who, after having fecn the confequences of repeated

errors, continues ftill to blunder, and whofe age has only added
obftinacy to ftupidity, is furely the objedl of either abhorrence

or contempt, and deferves not that his grey head fhould fecure

Jiim from infults. Much more is he to be abhorred, who, as

he has advanced in age, has receded from virtue, and becomes
more wicked with lefs temptation ; who prolUiutes himfelf for

money which he cannot enjoy ; and fpends the remains of his

life in the ruin of his country."

Though he held no place immediately from the crown, Mr,
Pitt had for fome time enjoyed that of groom of the bed-chamber
to Frederick prince of Wales, but refigned it in 1745 ; and
continuing fteady in his oppofition to the meafures of the minif-
try, experienced about the fame time that fortune, which more
than once attended him, of having his public fervices repaid by
private zeal. The dowager dutchefs of Marlborough left him
by will lOjOOol. exprefsly for defending the laws of his country,

and endeavouring to prevent its ruin. It was thought foon
atter an objed of importance to obtain his co-operation with
government, and in 1746 he was made joint vice-treafurer of
Ireland; and in the fame year treafurer, and pay-mafter-general

of the army, and a privy counfellor. In 1755, thinking it

ncceifary to make a ftrong oppofition to the continental connec-
tions then formed by the miniltry, he refigned his places, and
remained for fome time out of office. But in December, 1756,
lie was called to a higher fituation, being appointed fecretary of
ftate for the fouthern department. In this high office he was
more fuccefsful in obtaining the confidence of the public, than
that of the king, fome of whofe wifhes he thought himfelf bound
to oppofe. In confequence of this he was foon removed, with
Mr. Legge, and fome others of his friends. . The nation, how-
ever, was not difpofed to be deprived of the fervices of Mr. Pitt.

The moft exalted idea of him had been taken up throughout the

4 kingdom.
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kingdom : not only of his abilities, which were evinced by hh
confummate eloquence, but of his exalted, judicious, ad difin-

terefted patrioiifm. This general opinif)n of him, and in fome

degree of his colleagues, was fo ilrongly exprelfed, not merely by

perfonal honours conferred on them, but by addrelTes to the

throne in their favour, that the king thought it prudent to reftore

them to their employments. On June 29, 1757, Mr. Pitt was

again m.ade fecretary of ftate, Mr. Legge chancellor of the ex-

chequer, with other arrangements according to their wiflies.

Mr. Pitt was now confidered as prime minilter, and to the ex-

traordinary ability of his meafures, and the vigour of his whole
adminiftration, is attributed the great change which quickly

appeared in the ftate of public affairs. It was completely (hewn

how much the fpirit of one man may animate a who^e nation.

The aftivity of the minifter pervaded every department. His

plans, which were ably conct.ved, were executed with the

utmoft promptitude ; and the depreflion which had arifen from

torpor and ill fuccefs, M'as followed by exertion, triumph, and

confidence. The whole fortune of the war was changed ; in

every quarter of the world we were triumphant ; the boldeft

attempts were made by fea and land, and almoft every attempt

was fortunate. In America the French loft Qiiebec, in Africa

their principal feltlements fell, in the Eaft- Indies their power

was abridged, and in Europe their armies defeated ; while their

navy, their commerce, and their finances were little lefs than

ruined. Amidft this career of fuccefs king George II. died.

Oft. 25, 1760. His prefenf majeity afcended the throne at a

time when the policy of the French court had juft fucceeded in

obtaining the co-operation of Spain. The family compadl

had been fecretly concluded ; and the Englilh minifter, indubi-

tably informed of the hoftile intentions of Spain, with his ufual

vigour of mind, had determined on (hiking the firft blow, before

the intended enemy ihould be fully prepared for aftion. He
propofed in the privy council an immediate declaration of war
againft Spain, urging with great energy, that this was the

favourable moment, perhaps never to be regained, for humbling

the whole honfe of Bourbon. In this meafiire he was not fup-

ported, and the nation attributed the oppofition he encountered,

to the growing influence of the earl of Bute. Mr. Pitt, of much
too high a fpirit to remain as the nominal head of a cabinet,

which he was no longer able to direft, refigned his places on

the 5th of October, 1761 ; when as fome reward for his eminent

fervices, his wife was created baronefs of Chatham in her own
right, and a penfion of three thoufand pounds was fettled on the

lives of himfelf, his lady, and his eldeft fon.

No fallen minifter ever carried with him more completely the

confidence and regret of the nation, over whofe councils he had

prefided

:
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{)refidcd : but the king was alfo popular at this time, and, the

war being continued by his nevv minirters with vigour and

fuccefs, no difcontent appeared till after the conclufion of peace.

Our triumphs in the V/e(l Indies over both France and Spain^

had particularly elated the fpirits of the people, and it was con-

ceived that we ought either to dictate a peace as conquerors, or

continue the war till our adverfaries fhould be more effectually

humbled. With thefe ideas, when the preliminaries for peace

were difcuffed in parliament, Mr. Pitt, though he had been fof

fome time confined by a fevere fit of the gout> went down to the

houfe of commons, and fpoke for nearly three hours in the

debate. He gave his opinion diftindlly upon almoft every article

in the treaty, and upon the whole, inaintained that it was inade-

quate to the conquefb, and juft expe6lations of the kingdom.
Peace was however concluded on the loth of February, 1763,
and Mr. Piti continued unemployed. He had the magnanimity
not to enter into that petHlant and undifcriminating plan of oppofi-

tion, which has fo frequently difgraced the ill-judging candiJates

for power; but maintained his popularity in dignified retirement,

and came forward only when great occauons appeared todemand his

interference. One of thefe was the important queftion of general

warrants in 1764, the illegality of which he maintained with ail

the energy of his genius and eloquence. A fearch or feizure of
papers, without a fpecific charge alledged, would be, as he juflly

contended, repugnant to every principle of liberty. The molt
innocent man could not be fecure. " But by the Briti(h con-
ftitution," he continued, *' every man's houfe is his caftle. Not
that it is furrounded with walls and battlements. It may be a
flraw-built Ihed. £very wind of heaven may whiftle round ito

All the elements of nature may enter in. But the king cannot i

the king dare not."

When the difcontents in America began to appear, on the

occafion of the ftamp a(5l, Mr. Pitt again found a fubjed; for hi$

exertions. The repeal of that a£l being propofed in Marchj
1766, by the new miniftry of the Rockmgham party, Mr. Pitt,

though not connected with them, very forcibly fupported the

meafure, which was carried ; whether wifely, or fortunately, is

fcill a matter of difpute. About this time died fir William
Pynfent, of Burton Pynfent in Somerfetfliire, a man of confi-.

derable property, who, through mere admiration of Mr. Pitt in

his public character, dilinherited his own relations, and made him
heir to the bulk of his eftate. It was certainly a remarkable
proof of the very uncommon eftimation in which this flatefmarj

was held, that a circumftance of this nature fhould have hap-
pened to him at two different periods of his life.

The Rockiiigham jniniitry proved unable to maintain its

^Qund ; a new adaiiniltration was formed, and Mr, Pitt, in

Vol. XIL S X7665
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1766, was made lord privy feal. At the fame time he vvjts

created a peer, by the titles of vifcount Pitt^ of Bnrton Pynfent,
in the county of Somerfet, and earl of Chatham, in the county
of Kent. "Whatever might be his motrves for accepting this

elevation, he certainly funk by it in popularity, at lealt as much
as he rofe in nominal dignity. The great commoner, as he w^is

fometimes ftyled, had formed a rank to himfclf, on the fole balls

of his talents and exertions, for which the titular honours, which
he was now to participate with many others, could not in the

public opinion compenfate. Still it mull be owned that the

high and hereditary dilVin£lion of the peerage, is a jufl and
honourable ohjed of ambition to a Britilh commoner ; which,
if he attains it, as Mr. Pitt appears to have done, without any
improper conceflion or ftipulation, may be coniidered as the fair

reward of pafl fervices, and the moft permanent monument of

public gratitude. Lord Chatham, whatever might be the caufc,

did not long continue in office ; he refigned the place of lord

privy feal on the 2d of November, 1768, and it was the lafi:

public employment which he ever accepted. He does not indeed
appear to have been defirous of returning to ofhce. He was now
fixty, and the gout, by which he had been long afflided, had
become too frequent and violent in its attacks, to allow of clofe

or regular application to bufinefs. In the intervals of his diforder

he continued occafionally to exert himfelf, on queftions of great

magnitude, and was particularly ilrenuous in 1775, and the

enfuing ye:jr?, againd the meafures purfued by the minifters in

the conteft with America. Neverthtlefs, in all things he main-
tained his native fpirit. When France began to interfere in the

contert, he fired with indignation at the infuit ; and when, in

1778, it was thought necelTary, after the repeated misfortunes

M the war, to acknowledge the independence of America, he
f'lmmoned up ail the ftrength that remained within him, to pour

out his difapprobation of a meafure fo inglorious. He did fo

m a fpeech of confiderable energy, and being anlWered in the

'ourfe of the debate by the duke of Richmond, feemed agitated

v/ith 3 dclire to reply : but when he attempted to rife, the effort

proved too violent for his debilitated conflitution, and he funk,

»n a kind of lit, into the arms of thofe who were near him. This
extraordinary fcene of a gieat ftatefm.an, almoft dying in the laft

.^xc-rtion of i'.i' talents, has been perpetuated by the pencil, and
will live for ever in the memory of his countrymen. He did not

lon'j. furvhe this effort. Tltis debate happened on the 8th of

April, 177H, and he died o.n the nth of May enfuing.

All parties appeared now to contend to do honour to his me-
iuory : a public funeral, and a monument in Weitminlter abbey»

V. the national ex pence, were immediately voted by parliament,

;»:;d h!S maieity iva;> uddiciTcd to fettle upon his family " fuch a
lading
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laiHng provifion as he in his wifdom and liberality Ihould think

fit, as a mark of the fenfe the nation entertains of the fervices

done to this kingdom by that able flatefman." A penfion ot

4000 1. a year was accordingly appointed by his majefty, out

of the civil lift revenue, and confirmed in perpetuity by par-

liament, to the heirs of the earl of Chatham, to whom the title

fliould dcfcend. The monument raifed to his memory is highly

worthy of the occaiion, being perhaps the nobleft effort of Britifh

fculpture. His figure appears upon it, at full length, in his par-

liamentary robes, and in the attitude of fpeaking; the accompa-
niments are grand and appropriate, and the infcriptin has a

iimple dignity, much more imprellivc than any pomp of words,

announcing merely that the king and parliament have paid this

tribute to his merits.

The principal outlines of lord Chatham's character, fagacity,

promptitude, and energy, will be perceived in the foregoing

narrative. The peculiar powers of his eloquence have been cha-

ra6terized fince his death in language which will convey a forci-

ble idea of it to every reader. " They who have been witnelfes

to the wonders of his eloquence, who have liftened to the mufic

of his voice, or trembled at its majefty ; who have fcen the per-

fuafive gracefulnefs of his a6tion, or have felt its force ; they

who have caught the f.ame of eloquence from his eye, who have

rejoiced in the glories of his countenance, or ihrunk from his

frowns, will remember the rcfirtlefs power with which he im-
prelTed conviftion. But to thofe who have never feen or heard

this accomplifhed orator, the utmoft effort of imagination will

be neceifary, to form a jnft idea of that combination of excel-

lence, which gave perfe6lion to his eloquence. His elevated

afpe£l:, commanding the awe and mute attention of all who
beheld him, while a certain grace in his manner, arifing from a

confcioufnefs of the di^nitv of his iltuation, of the folcmn Icene

in which he ailed, as well as of his own exalted charaiter,

feemed to acknowledge and repay the refpect which h.e received.

—This extraordinary per'onal dignity, fupported on the bafis of

his Well-earned fame, at once acquired to his opinions an allent,

which is llowly given to the arguments of other men. His
affertions rofe into proof, his foreftght became proph.ecy.—No
clue was neceifary to the labyrinth illuminated by liis geniiis.

Truth came forth at his bidding, and realized the with of the

philofopher: (lie was feen and beloved."—We have omitted

fome parts of this fpirited character becaufe not written with

equal judgement: but the refult of the whole is, that while he
fought with indefatigable diligence the beft and pureft fources of

political information, he had a mind which threw new lights

uponevery topic, and directed him with more certainty than any
adventitious aid, .'\n®ther account of his extraordinary powers,

S 2 more
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more contifc, but drawn with wonderful fpirlt, is attnlnited to

the pen of Mr. Wilkes. " He was born an orator, and from
nature polTeffed every outward requifite to befpeak refpe£l, and
even awe. A manly figure, with the eagle eye of the famous
Conde, fixed your attention, and ahnofl: eommanded reverence

the moment he appeared ; and the keen lightnings of his eye

fpoke the high fpirit of his foul, before his lips had pronounced
a fyllable. There was a kind of fafcination in his look when he

eyed any one afkance. Nothing could Avithftand the force of

that contagion. The fluent Murray has faultered, and even

Fox (afterwards lord Holland) flirunk back .appalled, from an

adverfary, ** fraught with fire unquenchable," if I may borrow
the expreilion of our great Milton. He had not the corredlnefs-

of language fo ftriking in the great Roman orator (we may add,-

and in his fon), but he had the verba ardentia, the bold glowing

words."—Lord Chefterfield has given a more general pidure of

his character, in the following words. " Mr. Pitt owed his

rife to the mofl confiderable port and power in this kingdom,,

fmgly to his own abilities. In him they fupplied the want of

birth and fortune, which latter, in others too often fupply the

want of the former. He was a yoTmger brother, of a very new
family [t], and his fortune was only an annuity of one hundred
pounds a year. The army was his original deftination, and a

cornetcy of horfe his firft and only commiflion in it. Thus
unaflifted by favour or fortune, he had no powerful protedlor to

introduce him into bufinefs, and (if I may ufe that expreflion)

to do the honours of his parts, but their own ftrength was fully

fufficient. His conftitution refufed him the ufual pleafures, and
his genius forbid him the idle diflipations of youth ; for fo early

as at the age of fixteen he was the martyr of an hereditary gout.

He therefore employed the leifnre, -which that tedious and pain-

hd didemper either procured or allowed him, in acquiring a

great fund of premature and ufeful knowledge. Thus by the

Jinaccountable relation of caufes. and effe6ls, what feemed the

grcatefl: misfortune of his life, was perhaps the principal caufe of

its fjilendour. His private life was flained by no vice, nor ful-

]icd by any meannefs. All his fentiments were liberal and
elevated. His ruling paflion was an unbounded ambition,

which, when fnpported by great abilities, and crowned with

great fuccefs, makes what the world calls a great man. He was
haughty, imperious, impatient of contradi6lion, and overbearing ;-

q^ualities which too oiten accompany, but always clog great ones.

He had manners and addrtfs, but one might difcover through

them too great a Gonfcioufnefs of his own fuperior talents. He
ivas a moft agreeable and lively companion in foeial life, and had

.[t] Thu is probably to fcc underfWod; only as new in point of celebrity.

fucK
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fuch a verfatillty of wir, that he would adapt it to all forts of

convcrfation. He had alfo a moft happy turn to poetry, but he

feldom indulged, and feldom avowed it. He came young into

parliament, and upon that theatre he foon equalled the oldeft

and the ableft aclors. His eloquence was of every kind, and he

excelled in the argumentative, as well as in the declamatory way.

But his inveclives were terrible, and uttered with fuch energy of

didVion, and fuch dignity of adion and countenance, that he

intimidated thofe who were the moft willing and beft able tp

encounter him. 1 heir arms fell out of their hands, and they

ihrunk under the afcendant v.'hich his genius gained over

theirs [u]." Asa proof of this wonderful power, it is related

that lir Robert Walpole fcarccly heard the found oF his voice in

the houfe of commons, when he was alarmed and thunderllruck.

He told his friends, that he would be glad at any rate, " to

muzzle that terrible cornet of horfe." That minifter would

have promoted his rife in the army, if he would have given up
his feat in the houfe.

PITTACUS, one of the feven fages of Greece, of whom
fome fayings are preferved, but not many particulars of his life.

He -was born at Mitylene in the ifland of Lefbos, about 649
years before the Chriftian asra. By his valour and abilities he

obtained the fovereignty of his native city, which he employed

only to lead the people to happinefs, by giving them the beft

laws he could devife. Having fulfilled this tafk, and put his

laws into verfe, according to the fafhion of the times, that they

might be more eafily remembered, he refigned his authority, and

returned to a private life. His fellow- citizens would have

rewarded his benefits by a large donation of land, but he pofi-

tively refufed to accept more than a circular portion, taking the

caft of his javelm from the centre every way, as the meafure of

its circumference. *' It is better," he faid, *' to convince my
country that I am fincerely difinterefled, than to polfefs great

riches." The particular maxim recorded as peculiar to him is,

^»)Sev ayav, ne quid nimis; but he left alfo feveral other fay-

ings, which were preferved as proofs of his wifdom: among the

relt, " He who knows not how to be filent, knows not how
to fpeak." He died about the year 579, at the age of 70.

PIZARRO (Fra^mcis), the conqueror of Peru, celebrated

rather for his abilities than for his virtues, his glory being tar-

niftied by the cruelties which he pra£lifed towards thofe whom
he had conquered. He was the illegitimate fon of a gentleman,

by a very low woman [x], and apparently deftined by his unge-

nerous parent not to rife above the condition of his mother,

f u] See his Life in tv/o vols. 4to. vol. li. p. i8o.

I^x] Robertfon's America, vol. ii. p. 149.

S 3 being
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being put to the mean employment of keeping hogs. The
genius of young Pizario difdiiined this low occupation. He en-

lifted as a foldier, ferved fome time in Italy, and then embarked
for America, which offered at that period a ftrong allurement to

every a6live adventiuer. Diftinguilhed by his utter difda'in of
every hardlliip and danger, he was foon regarded, though fo

illiterate that he was unable to read, as a man formed for com-
inand ; and being fettled in Panama, where the Spanifh emi-
grants had found their fanguine expectations wholly difappointed,

he united in 1524, with Diego de Almagio, another military

adventurer, and Hernando Lucque, a prleft, to profeoute difco-

veries to the eaftward of that fettlement. This attempt had fre-

<quently been made, but had failed through the inability of the

perfons concerned in it; it had now fallen into fuch hands as

were calculated to make it fuccefsful, and their confederacy was
fanilioned by the governor of Panama. The enterprife was
begun in a very humble manner. Pizarro fct fail with a (ingle,

veifel, and, from univerfal ignorance of the climate, at the very

worft feafon of the year, in November; when the periodical

winds were precifely againfl his courfe. He had no fuccefs, nor

was his colleague Almagro, who followed, more fortunate. After

undergoing extreme hardfhips, and obtaining only a glimpfe of

a better country, the utrnoft they could do was to eftablilh

thernfelves in an ifland near the coaft. Nothing could deter

Pizarro from his enterprife; the refufal of further fanction

irom the governor, the defertion of all his aflociates, except

thirteen, all was in vain, He remained with his fmall band,

till, in fpite of all obftacles, they obtained another veifel, with

fome reinforcements. They fct fail again in 1526, and on the

twentieth day after their departure, difcovered the fertile coaft of

Peru. They were yet too weak to attempt the invafion of an

empire fo populous, and Pizarro contented himfelf with carry-

ing back, by means of an amicable intercourfe, fuch fpecimens

of the wealth and civilization of the country as might invite

Others to accede to the enterprife. Unable to bring the governor

of Panama to adopt his views, he returned to Spain, and ex-

plaining to that court the magnitude of the objefl, obtained

every grant of authority he could wifh, but no other affiftance
;

and, being left 10 his own rcfources, could have effe61ed nothirig

had he not been aftifted with money by Cortcz, juft then returned

Irom Mexico. It was February, 1 53 1, before he and his aftb-

ciates were again able to fail from Panama, on their great under-

taking; and then their whole armament confifted only of threp

fi^al| yefiels and 180 foldiers, thirty-fix of whom were horfe-

rnen. When they landed in Peru, as they had the imprudence

to attack the natives, inftead of conciliating them, they were

at firft expofed tp famine, and feveral other calamities. Pizarro,

however,
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however, had the good fortune to enter Pern when the forces

of the empire were divided by an obftinate civil war between

Huafcar'ihe legitimate monarch, and Atahualpa, (commonly called

Atabalipa] his halt brother. By degrees undeiftanding the ftate

of the country, Pizarro engaged to be the ally of Atahualpa, and

under that pretence was permitted to penetrate iinniolcfted to

Caxamalca, twelve days jouriKy within the country. He was

received pacifically and with Itate, as the ambaffador of a great

monarch ; but, perHdioufly taking advantage of the unfufpefting

good faith of Atahualpa, he made a fudden attack, and took him
prifoner. The exavftion of an immcnfe ranhjni, the dixilion of

which ferved to invite new invaders, the difgraceful breach cf

faith by which the king was kept a prifoner alter his ranfom was
paid ; and the det( ftable nuirder of him, a fhort time after, under

the infamous mockery of a trial; with the infults fuperadded by

bigotry, to make him die a Chriftian, without being able to com-
prehend that faith; all contribute to accumulate difgrace upon
the head of the treacherous and unfeeling conqueror, and form
fuch odious additions to the reproachful fcenes a£led by the

Spaniards in America, as nothing can palliate or obliterate,

Pizarro, favoured by the diftradled flate of Peru, which now
increafed, though Huafcar had been put to death by order of

his brother, and reinforced by more foldiers from Spain, pro-

ceeded in his conquelts, and on Jan. 18, 1535, laid the founda-

tion of Lima, called by him and his countrymen Citidad de los

Reyes. In 1537 he found a new enemy in his original aflbciate

Almagro, who claiming Cuzco, the ancient capital of Peru, as

belonging to his jurifdidion, got poffeffion of it. This, and
other advantages gained by him, at once diftrefled and roufed,

Pizarro. They came to an engagement in 1538, in which
Almagro was defeated and taken prifoner ; and, after an interval

of confinement, was tried and executed. This was the lad of the
fuccedes of Pizarro; the fon and friends of Almagro confpired
againft him, and on Jime 26, 1541, he was aHaffinated by them
in his palace, making a mutt rcfolute defence, well worthy of his

long-tried courage. He was at this time advanced in years,

though his exadl age is not known. The glory he jiiftly

acquired by military talents, courage and fagacity, wo-uld have
placed him in the rank of heroes, had not his character been
difgraced by the indelible ftains of perfidy and cruelty.

PLACCIUS (Vincent), an eminent philologer of Ham-
burgh, v/here he was born in 1 642, completed his ftudies at

JHelmlladt and Leiplic, and improved his talents by travelling

in France and Italy. When he returned, he applied himfelf to
the bar, and afterwards became profefTor of morals and eloquence,
in which fituation he continued twenty-four years. He "wa*

beloved by his pupils, and when he died, in 1699, regretted br
S 4 his
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fiis countrymen in general, who had confidered him as an
oracle. His M'orks are, i. " A Di£lionary of anonymous ancj

pfeudonymous Authors,'"' publiflied in 1708, in two vols, folio,

vy the care of Fabricius; a curious work, but abounding with

faults. 2, *^ De jurifconfulto perito Liber," 8vo, 1693.

3. " Carmina juvenilia,'- i2mo, Amft. 1667. 4. ^< De arte

excerpendi," Hamburgh, 1689, 8vo, v/ith feveral others, a\\

teltifyin^, and abundantly proving, his talents and erudition.

PLACENTINUS (PtxER), a German author, who, under
the name of Publius Porcius Porccllus, wrote the Latin poem
entitled *f Pugna porccrum," confiftingof 360 verfes, in which
every word begins with a P. It was publifhed feparately at

Antwerp, in 1530, and is in the Nugas venales, &c. He wag
rot the inrd writer who had amufed himfelf by this idle fpecies

of diligence.

PLACETTE (Jean de la), a Proteflant miniiler of great

eminence, was born at Pontac in Berne, 1659 ; and his father,

^'ho was a miniRer, trained him with the greatcll attention and

care. From i66o, he exercifed the minillry in France ; but^

after the revocation of the edidl of Nantz in 1685, he retired

to Denmark, where he continued till the death of the queen in

1711 : for that princefs, apprifed of his great merit, kept him near

her. From Denmark he paffed to Holland, and fixed himfelf

iirfl at the Hague ; then removed to Utrecht, where he died in

1718, age 79. He was the author of niany works upon piety

»nd morality, which are reckoned excellent in their kind ; and

of fome of the polemic kind, againft the church of Rome.
PLANTIN (Christopher), a celebrated printer, was born

near Tours in 1533, and bred to an art which he carried to the

higheft degree of perfe6lion. He went and fettled at Antwerp,

and there ere6led a printing-office ; which was confidered not

only as the chief ornament of the town, but as one of the moft

extraordinary edifices in Europe. A great number of ancient

authors were printed here : and thefe editions were valued not

only for the beauty of the charaders, but alfo for the correft-

nefs of the text ; with regard to which Plantin was fo very

nice, that he procured the moll learned men to be corre£lors of

his prefs. He acquired immenfe riches by his profefllon, which
however he did not hoard up, but fpent in a liberal manner.

He died in 1598, aged 65 ; and left a mofl fumptuous and

valuable library to his grandfon Balthafar. See Baillct's

jugemens des Scavans.
- PLANUDES (Maximus), a Greek monk of Conftantinople,

jvho lived at the end of the third, and the beginning of the

fourth century, is the author of a ** Life of /Efop," full of

anachronifms, abfurdities, and falfehoods ; and of 149
'

' Fables
;"

^yhkhj, though he ;pubdilh€d thenvfer yEfop's, have been fiif-

;

'"

peeled
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pc£led to be his own, There is alfo a colle£llon of Greek
epigrams, under the title of ** Anthologia," made by this monk

;

and it is but jufi: to allow him the merit, of having preferved.

many valuable compoiitions which otherv/ife would have been

Joft. No particulars are known of Planudes, except that he

fufFered fome perfecution, on account of his zeal tor the Latin

church.

PLATINA (Bartolomeo Sacchi), fo called, a learned

Italian, and author of a ** Hillory of the Popes," was born in

1421 at Piadcna, in Latin Platina, a village between Cremona
and Mantua j whence he took the name by which he is gene-

rally known. He fidl embraced a military life, which he fol-

lov\'ed for a confiderable time ; but attcrwards devoted himfelf

to literature, and made a confiderable progrefs in it. He went
to Rome under Calixtus IIL who was made pope in 1455;
where getting himfelf introduced to cardinal Beflarion, he

obtained fome fmall benefices of pope Pius IL who fucceeded

Calixtus in 1458, and afterwards was appointed apoltolical

abbreyiator. Paul IL fucceeded Pius ip. 1464, and then Pla-

tina's affairs took a very unfavourable turn. In the firit place,

Paul was much indifpofed towards him, on account of his con-
ne<Slions with his predecellor Pius : but this might polUbly have

been borne, if Paul, in the next place, had not removed all the

abbreviators from their employments, by abolifhing their places,

notwithftanding they had purchafed them with great fums of
money. Upon this, Platina complained to the pope, and moft
humbly befought him to order their caufe to be judged by the

auditors of the Rota. The pope was offended at the liberty,

and gave him a very haughty repulfe: *' Is it thus," faid he, look-

ing at him fternly, ** is it thus, that you fummon us before

your judges, as if you knew not that all laws were centered in

our brealt ? Such is our decree : they fhall all go hence, whi-
therfoever they pleafe : I am pope, and have a right to ratify

or cancel the adfs of others at pleafure." Thefe unhappy men,
thus diverted of their employments, ufed their utmolt endea-
vours, for fome days, to obtain audience of the pope, but were
repulfed with contempt. Upon this, Platina wrote to him in

the following terms: ** If you had a right to difpoflefs us,

without permitting our caufe to be heard, of the employments
we had lawfully purchafed ; we, on the other fide, ought to

be permitted to complain of the injuftice v/e fuffer, and the

ignominy with which we are branded. As you have repulfed

us fo contumelioufly, we will go to all the courts of princes,

and intreat them to call a council ; whofe principal bufmefs
Hiall be, to oblige you to fhew caufe, why you have diverted

us of our lawful poirellions." Nothing can better illuftrate the

;«nper and charaiier of Platina, than this letter ; which, how-
ever.
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ever, being confidcred as an acl of rebellion, caufcd him to be

imprifoned, and to endure great hardliiips. At the end ot tour

months he had his liberty, with orders not to leave Rome, and
tontinued in quiet tor fomc time ; hut afterwards, being fiif-

pec'^lcd of a plot, was again imprifoned, and, with many others,

put to the rack. The plot being found imaginary, the charge

-was turned to herefy, which alfo caine to nothing ; and Platina^

was fet at liberty fome time after. The pope then fiaitered him
with a profpecl of preferment, and thus kept him in Rome

;

but, dying of an apoplexy, left him to Hiift for himfelf as he

could. This whole coniii6l is related by Platina himfelf, in

his *' Lives of the Popes," under the pontificate of Paul IL
Sixtus IV. fucceeded Paul in 1467, and appointed Platina

keeper of the Vatican library, which was ellablillied by this

Pope. Platina here found himfelf in his own element, and
jived very happily in that flation, till 1481, when he was
fnatched away by the plague. He bequeathed to Pomponius
Lastus the houfe which he built on the Mons Quirinalis, w'ith

the laurel grove, out of which the poetical crowns were taken.

He was the author of feveral works, the mod conliderable of

which is, ** De Vitis ac Geftis Summorum Pontificum ;" or,

Hiftory of the Popes from St. Peter to Sixtus IV. to whom he
dedicated it. The Proteftants have approved it, and ranked

the author among the witneffes to truth- Some Roman Catholic

writers charge him with want of fincerity and care
;
yet Pan-

vinius did not fcruple to publifh this hiftory, with notes of his

owm, and added to it, the Lives of the Popes, from Sixtus IV.

to Pius IV. It was firfl: printed at Venice in 1479, folio, and
reprinted once or twice before 1500 ; fince which time all the

editions of it are faid to have been caftrated. Platina wrote
alfo a 2. " Hiftory of Mantua," in Latin, which was firft pub-
lifhed by Lambecius, with notes, at Vienna, 1675, in 4to,

The titles of fome of his other works are, 3. ** De Naturis

rerum." 4. *' Epiftolae ad diverfos." 5. *' De honefta volup-

tate et valetudine." 6. ** De falfo et vero bono." 7. " Contra
amores." 8. *' De vera nobilitate." 9. ** De optimo cive."

10. *' Panegyricus in BefTarionem." ii. " Oratio ad Paulum
II." 12. ** De pace Italian componenda et bello Turcico inr

dicendo." 13. *' De flofculis linguae Latinas," 14. " A
Treatife on the Means of preferving Health, and the Science

of the Kitchen," 8vo, Bologna, 1498. On this the following

epigram was made by Sannazarius

:

Ingenia et mores, vitas, obitufque notafTe

Pontificum, argute lex fuit hiftorias.

Tu tamen hie lautas traftas puhnenta cuHna?,

Hoc Platina, eft ipfos pafcere pontifices.

PLATO.
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PLATO, a mod: illuftrlous philofopher of antiquity, was
born at Athens in the eighty-eighth Olympiad, and about 430
years before Chrift[Y]. He was a perfon of very great qua-

lity, being defcended by his father from Royal anceftors, and by

his mother from Solon. He was educated in a manner fuitable

to r.i.s rank: he learned grammar, mathematics, mufic, and

painting. In his hrft years he addicted himfelf much to poetry;

wrote odes and dithyrambics, and afterwards epic poetry; which
laft, finding it much inferior to Homer's, he burned. He then

began to write tragedies, and had prepared one to contend for

the prize at the Olympic theatre: but, the day before it (hould

have been prefented, he happened to hear Socrates, and was ^o

charmed with his way of difcourfmg, that he not only forbore

the conied at that time, but negle<5led poetry ever alter, and

even deftroyed all his poems.

He was about his twentieth year, when he became a follower

of Socrates, and began to (ludy philofophy. This exellent mafter,

foon obferving in Plato a greater genius than common, was
jnuch pleafcd with him: he adyifed him to read Homer often;

and thence Plato brought himfelf to conceive and fpeak of

things in a lofty, copious, and (friking manner. Plato was
equally attached to Socrates, and raifed a confiderable fum of

money to procure his releafe, after he was imprifoned upon the

accufations of his enemies ; and, when this failed, took the

boldnefs to harangue in defence of him to the people, which he

began to do fo pathetically, that the magilfrates, fearing a tu-

mult, caufed him to be filenced. Eight years he lived with

Socrates; in which time he committed, as did Xenophon and
his other difciples, the fubftance of his mafter's difcourfes to

writing. Of this he compofed dialogues, but with fo great ad-

ditions of his own, that Socrates, hearing him recite his ** Lyfis,"

cried out, " O Hercules! how many things does this young man
feign of me[z]!" for, as Laertius adds, ** many otthofe things,

which Plato wrote, Socrates never fpoke."

The philofophers who were at Athens were fo alarmed at the

death of Socrates, that mod of them fled, to avoid the injuftice

and cruelty of the government. Plato [a], whofe grief on this

occafion is faid by Plutarch to have been exceflive, retired to Me-
gara, where he was kindly entertained by Euclid, who had been

one of Socrates's firft fcholars, till the ftorm was over. After-

wards he determined to travel in purfuit of knowledge ; and

from Megara he went to Italy, where he conferred with Eu-
rytus, Philolaus, and Archytas. Thefe were the raoft celebrated

pf the followers of Pythagoras, whofe do£lrine was then become

[y] Fabricii Blbl. Grsc. vol. ii. Stanley's Lives of Philofophers, 1743> 4to.

[a] Diogen. Laerc. iii. p. 35. [a] De Virtut. Moral.

famous
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famous in Greece; and from tliefe, the Pythagoreans have

affirmed that he had all his natijrai philofophy [bJ. He dived

into the moil profound and mylterious fecrets of the Pythago-

rean doftrincs ; and, perceiving other knowledge to be con-

ric6led with them, he went to Cyrcne, where he learned geo-

metry (»f Theodoriis, Thence he palTcd into Egypt, to acquaint

himfelf with the theology of their prieits, to ftndy more nicely

the proportions of geometry, and to inRruc^ hiijifelf in agro-

nomical obfervations; and, having taken a full furvcy of all

the country, he fettled for fome time in the province of Sais,

learning of the wife men there what they held concerning the

univerfe, whether it had a beginning, whether it moved wholly

or in part, &:c. zx\d Paufanias affirms, in his Mefieniacs, that he

learned from thefe the immortality, as well as the tranfmigration

of fouls. Some of the fathers will have it, that he had commu-
nication with the books of Mofes, and ftudied under one Sech-

iiuphis, a learned man of Heliopolis, who was a Jew : but there

is nothing that can be called evidence for thefe aflTcrtions. St.

Auftin once believed, that Plato had {cme conference with Je-
remiah [c] ; but afterw'ards difcovcred that the prophet mu(t

have been dead at leaft fixty years before Plato's voyage to Egypt.

Plato's curiofity was not yet fatisfied : he travelled into Perlia, to

confult the Magi about the religion of that country; and he de-

figned to have penetrated even to the Indies, and to have learned

of the Brachinans their manners and cuftoms ; but the wars in

Afia hindered him.

Being returned to Athens from his travels, he applied himfelf

to teach philofophy, which at that time was the mod honour-

able profeilion in that place. He fet up his fchool in the Aca-
demy, a place of exercife in the fuburbs of the city, befet with

'vvoods; but this, not being a very healthy fituation, brought on,

him a quartan ague, which lailcd eighteen months. The phy-

iicians advifed him to remove to the Lyceum; but he refufed,

and anfwered, *' I would not live on the top of Athos, to linger

away life:" and it was from the academy, that his fedl took the

name of Academics. Yet, fettled as he was, he afterwards

made feveral voyages abroad : one particularly to Sicily, in order

^o view the eruptions of inount ^tna. Dionyfius the tyrant

reigned then at Syracufe ; Plato went to fee him ; but, inftead of

flattering him, like a courtier, reproved him for the diforders of

his court, and the injuftice of his government. The tyrant, not

ufed to difagreeable truths, grew enraged at Plato, and would
have put him to death, if Dion and Ariilomenes, formerly his

fcholars, and then favourites of that prince, had not powerfully

interceded for him. Dionyfius was content to deliver him Intq

[b] Porphyr. In vit. PythagorE. [c] De Civlt. Dei, lib. vili.

thQ
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the hands of an envoy of the Lacedemonians^ who were then at

war with the Athenians: and this envoy, touching i>pon the:

eoafl of ^^gina, fold him for a fiave to a merchant of Cyrene,

who, as foon as he had bought him, fent him away to Aihcnsv

Some time after, he made a fecond voyage into Sicily, in the

reign of Dionyfius tha younger j who fent Dion, his minifler

and favourite, to invite him to court, that, he might learn from
him the art of governing his people well. Fiato accepted the

invitation, and went ; but, the intimacy between Dion and Plato

raifing jealoufy in the tyrant, the former was difgraced, and the

latter fent fent back to Athens. Dion being rc-admitted to

favour, perfuaded Dionyfius to recall Plato, who received him
with all the marks of good-vv-ill and friendfliip, that a great

prince could give. He fent out a very fine galicy to meet him,

and went himfelf in a magnificent chariot, attended by all his

court, to receive him ; but his inconftant difpoHtion hurried him
into new fufpicions. It fhould feem, indeed, as if thefe fuf-

picions were not altogether groundlefs : for ^^lian fays, and

Cicero was of the fame opinion, that Plato taught Dion how-

to difpatch the tyrant, and to deliver the people from oppreffiori

[^d]. However this might be, Plato was oiFended, and com-
plained ; and Dionyfnis, incenfed at thefe complaints, refolved

to put him to death : but Archytas, wiio had great intereft with
the tyrant, being informed of it by Dion, interceded for the

philofopher, and obtained leave for him to retire.

The Athenians received him joyfully at his return, and would
have complimented him with the adminiftration of the govern-

jnent; but he declined the honour, choofaig rather to live

quietly in the Academy, and to employ himfelf in contemplation

and the iludy of philofophy. His fame was now fpread far and

wide ; and feveral ftates, among which were the Arcadians and
Thcbans, fent amballadors with earnefl: requefls that he would
come over, not only to inftrudl their young men in philofophy,

but alfo to prefcribe for them laws of government. The Cyre-
nians, Syracufians, Cretans, and Eleans, fent alfo to him ^ he

did not go to aay of them, but gave laws and rules of govern-

ing to all. He lived fmgle, yet foberly and chaftcly. fie was
a man of great virtues, and exceedingly affable; of which we
need no greater proof, than his civil manner of converfmg with
the philofophcrs of his own times, when pride and envy were
at their height. His behaviour to Diogenes is always men-
tioned in his hiftory. This Cynic was highly offended, it feems,

at the politenefs and fine tafte of Plato, and ufed to catch all

opportunities of fnarling at him. He dined one day at his table

with other company, and trampling upon the tapeilry with l^is

£d] iElian, iji. 17. Ciccr«ii, de Otat. lib. lit. •

rfrrty
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dirty feet, uttered this brutitli farcafm :
" I trample upon the

pride of Plato:" to which Plato wifely retorted, ** with greater

pride."

The fame of Plato drew difciples to him from all parts, and,

among the rell, Speufippus, an Athenian, his fitter's fon, whom
he appointed his fucceffor in the academy. Another famous
difciple was the great Ariltoile, whom Plato, after he grew
jealous of him, ufed to call a colt, forefeeing that he would
oppofe him, as a colt kicks at the dam, from whom he has re-

ceived fuck. His fchool was frequented alfo by two ladies,

Lafthenia a Mantinean, and Axiothea a Phliafian, who went
habited as men, and thereby gave occafion to injurious fiifpicions

of Plato : finally, by Hyperides, Demofthenes, and Ifocrates,

with the lafl: of whom Plato was very intimaie. In the mean
time, as his great reputation gained him on the one hand many
difciples and admirers, fo on the other it raifed him fome emu-
lators, efpecially among his fellow-difciples, the followers of

Socrates. Xenophon and he were particularly difaffedled towards

tach other; and their emulation appears in nothing more, than

in their having written upon the fame fubjedls. They both

xvrote a ** Sytripofium:" they both wrote about Socrates: thev

both wrote upon government; for the " Commonwealth of

Plato," and the " Inftitution of Cyrus
[
e]," are works of the

fame nature, the latter being pronounced by Cicero, as much a

work of invention as the former. A. Gellius fays, " that they

avoided the very naming one another in their works ;" but he

was midaken: for Xenophon fpeaks of Plato in the third book

of his *' Memorabilia," and Plato of Xenophon in the third

book of his Laws.
This extraordinary man, being arrived at eighty-one years of

age [f], died a very eafy and peaceable death, in the midrt of an

entertainment, according to fome; but, according to Cicero,

as he was writing. Both the life and death of this philofopher

w-ere calm and imdilturbed; and indeed he was finely formed

for happinefs. Befides the advantages of a noble birth, he had

a large and comprehenfive luiderrtanding, a vail fimd of wit

and good tafte, great evennefs and fweetnefs of temper, all

cultivated and refined by education and travel; fo that it is no

wonder, if he was honoured by his countrymen, elleemed by

Grangers, and adored bv his fcholars. The ancients thought

more highly of Plato than of all their philofophers : they always

called him the Divine Plato ; and they feemed refolvcd that his

defcent fhould be more than human. '* There are," fays Apu-
leius [g], '* who alfert Plato to have been fprung from a more

I

[e] AA Qiimtutn ftatrcm epift. i. Noftes Attics, lib. xir. c. 3.

[r j Dc Scncftute. [g] Dc Dogmate Platoni*.

fublims
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fiiblime conception ; and that his niotlier Peri£lione, who was
a very beautiful woman, was impregnated by Apollo in the

fhape of a fpedlre." Plutarch, Suidas, and others, affirm this

to have been the common report at Athens. When he was an
iiifant, his father ArKlo went to Hymettus, with his wife and
child, fo facrifice to the Mufes ; and, while they were bufied

in the divine rites, a fwarm of bees came and dillilled iheiF

honey upon his lips. This, fays Cicero [h], was conlidereti

as a prefage of his future eloquence. Apuleius relates, that

Socrates, the night before Plato w^as recommended to him,
dreamed that a young fwan fled from Cupid's altar in the aca-

demy, and fettled in his lap, thence foarcd to heaven, and de-

lighted the gods with its mufic : and when Arillo the next day
prefented Plato to him, " Friends," fays Socrates, " this is the
fwan of Cupid's altar." The Greeks loved fables: they

fhew, however, in the prefent cafe, what exceeding refpecf.

was paid to the memory of Plato. Cicero perfe6lly adored him ;

and tells U9, that he was julHy called by Pana;tius the divine, the
moft wife, the moft facred, the Homer of philofophers ; enti-

tled him to Atticus, " Deus ille nofter ^" thought, that if Ju-
piter had fpoken Greek, he would have fpoke in Plato's lan-

guage ; and made him fo implicitly his guide in wifdom and
philofophy, as to declare, that he had rather err with Plato,

than be right with any one elfe. But panegyric alide, Plato
was certainly a very wonderful man, of a large and compre-
henfive mind, an imagination infinitely fertile, and of a mofi:

flowing and copious eloquence. Neverthelefs, the ftrength

and heat of fancy prevailing in his compofition over judgement,
he was too apt to foar beyond the limits of earthly things, to

range in the imaginary regions of general and abilrailed ideas ;

on which account, though there is always a greatnefs and
fublimity in his manner, he did not philofophize fo much ac-

cording to truth and nature as Ariftotle, though Cicero did not
fcruple to give him the preference. Plato is very proper to

enrich the imagination, to infpire fine fentiments and graceful

expreflion ; but Ariftotle will contribute more to form and
ftrengthen the judgement, and teach a man to think more
wifely and truly.

The writings of Plato are in all the form of dialogue, where
he feems to deliver nothing from himfelf, but every thing as the
fentiments and opinions of others, of Socrates chiefly, of Ti -

ma^us, &c. He does not mention himfelf any v/here, except
once in his *' Phasdo," and another time in his " Apology for

Socrates." His ftyle, as Arillotle obferved [i], is between profe
and verfe : on which account fome have not fcrupled to rank

[h] Tull. dc Djv. L 36. [i] Dioger. Laert, lii. 37.

him
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bim with the poets. There is a better reafon for io doings

than the elevation and grandeur ot his ftyle : his matter is

frequently the offspring of imagination, inftead of doctrines or

truths deduced from nature. The firft edition of *' Plato's

Works" in Greek, was put out by Aldus at Venice, in 1513 ;

but a Latin verfion of him by Marfilius Ficinus had been

printed there in I49i< They were reprinted together at Lyons
in 1588, and at Francfort in 1602. The famous printer

Henry Stephens, in 1578, gave a moft beautiful and corre6l

edition of " Plato's Works" at Paris, with a new Latin ver-

fion by Serranus, 3 vols, folio; and this defervedly pafTes for

the bell edition of Plato:" yet Serranus's verfion is very excep-

tionable, and in many refpeds, if not in all, inferior to that

trf" Ficinus. A good edition in twelve volumes 8vo, has lately

teen publifhed at Deuxponts, frorn that of Serranus.

PLAUTUS (Marcus Accius), a comic writer of ancient

Rome, was born at Sarfina, a Imall town in Umbria, a pro-

vince of Italy [k]. His proper name was Marcus Accius: he

is fuppofed to have acquired the furname of Plautus, from
having broad and ill-formed feet. His parentage feems to have
been mein : and fome have thought him the fon of a flave.

Few circumftances of his life are known : Cicero has told us

in general [l], that he was fome years younger than Nasvius or

Ennius, and that he died the firfl year of the elder Cato's cen-

lOrlTiip, when Claudius Pulcher and Lucius Fortius Licinius

were confuls. This was about the year of Rome 569, when
Terence was about nine years old, and 184 years before Chrift.

A. Gellius fays [m], that Plautus was diftinguifhed at the fame
time for his poetry upon the theatre, that Cato was for his

eloquence in the Forum : and obferves elfewhere from Varro
[n], that he was {o well paid for his plays, as to think of

doubling his flock by trading ; in which however he was fo un-

fortunate, that he loft all he had got by the Mufes, and for his

fubfiflence was reduced, in the time of a general famine, to

work at the mill. This was no bad punifliment for a greedy and

covetous man, which Plautus is reprefented by Horace to have

been [o]. How long he continued in this diftrefs, is no where
faid : but Varro adds, that the poet's wit v.'as his beft fupport,

and that he compofed three plays during this daily drudgery.

We have twenty of his plays extant, though not all of them
entire; none of which were compofed at the m'ill, but before

he became a bankrupt. Varro allowed twenty-fix to be of his

compofition, which were aH extant in Geilius's time. Some
made the number of lus plays to exceed an hundred ; but this

[k] Fabric. Blbl. Latin. Crufius's Lives [m] Nodtes Atticae, lib. xvii. c. 21.

tf the Roman poets, vol. ii. [n] Ibid. 1. iii. c. 3.

£l] Dc Claris Oratoribus, § 15, [oj Epift i, I'!) t. v 17c?,

might
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might arlfe from his revifing the plays of other poets, which
Gcllius fuppofes he did; and Varro's account ought to be de-

cifiye. This learned Roman had written a particular treatife

on Plautus's works, trom the fecond book of which, quoted by
Gellius, the foregoing account of him is taken. Many othef

critics are there rnentioned by Gellius, who had all written

fome pieces upon Plautus, which fliew the great admiration in

which he was held by the Romans : and it fhould feem as if

this admiration continued long ; for there is a pafTage in Arno-
bius, whence it feems reafonablc to infer, that fome of his

plays were adted on folemn occafions, [o late as the reign of
Dioclelian. It is where that father, ridiculing the fuperfti-

tion of the heathens, pleafantly afks them [p], '' how they
could imagine that Jupiter fliould be appeafed by their a61:ing

the Amphitryo of Plautus?" This poet is faid by Varro to

have compofed the following epitaph for himfelf, which, as

favouring of vanity, has been deemed by fome critics a fpu-
rious produ(5lion : but, as Gellius exprefsly cites Varro for it,

the genuinenefs of it cannot well be queftioned [cl]' It is in
thefe words:

** Poftquam morte datu 'ft Plautus, comoedia luget

;

Scena elt deferta. Dein rifus, ludu', jocufque,

Et numeri innumeri fimul omnes collacrumarunt/*

Two things have occafioned the comedies of Plautus to be ex-*

ceedingly admired: one is, the exa6t propriety of his exprefhon,

which has been made the ftandard of the purelt Latin ; infomuch
that Val-ro did notfcruple to fay, that were the Mufes to fpeak
Latin, they would certainly fpcak in the language of Plautus;

the other, the trde ridicule and himiour of his charadters, which
fet him above all the Roman comic writers. This is the con-
ftant opinion of Varro, Cicero, Gellius, Macrobius, and the*

moft eminent modern critics, as Lipfius, the Scaligers, Mu-
retus, Turnebiis, &c. It has been thought (trange, that Horace
£r] in thofe lines,

** At noflri proavi Plailtlnos et numeros et

Laiidavere fales : nimium patienter utrymque
Ne dicam flulte mirati ; fi modo ego et vos

Scimus inurbanum lepido feponere di6to,"

fhould pafs fo fevere a cenfure on the wit of I'lautusj which
yet appeared fo admirable to Cicero, that he fpeaks of it as
*' elegans^ urbanum, ingeniofum, facetum [s]. " But the
common anfwer is allowed to be the true one : whie^ is, that

endeavoiirin^ to beat down the excellive veneration for th«'to

[r] Pag. 25S. L. Bat. 1651. [q.] Noa. Att. lib. i. c. 24,

[rJ Dc Art. Poet, ver, 270, [s] De QfEc- lib, u-n^.
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elder Roman poet5;, and, among the reft, for Plautus, he cen-

fures, wilhoiit referve, every the leaft defefb in his writings^

though, in general, he agreed with Cicero in admiring him.

In fliort, however Horace, and a few critics of a more refined

and delicate tafte, might cenfure Plautus for his coarfenefs and

inurbanity, yet he carried his point by it better, than he coukl

have done by the delicate railleries and exquifite paintings of a

Menander or a Terence ; for, by the drollery of his wit, and

the pleafantry of his fcenes, he fo enchanted the people of

Rome, as to continue the reigning favourite of the ftage, even

long after Afranius and Terence had appeared on it. Nay,
the humour continued through the Auguftan age ; and no won-
der, when, as Suetonius tells us [t], the emperor himfelf was
much delighted with it.

The beft editions of " Plautus," but there are none fo good

as might be wifhed, are, i. 'Ihat of Paris, 1576, in tolio,

with the ** Commentaries of DionyfiusLambinus." 2. Another

at Paris, 1621, in 4to, revifed by Janus Gruterus, and illuf-

trated with the *' Commentaries of Fredericus Taubmannus."

3. That in ufum Delphini, 1679," in 2 vols. 4to. 4. " Cum
notis variorum et Frederici Gronovii, Amft. 1684," in two
vols. 8vo.

PLAYFORD (John), a man diftlnguifhed in the mufical

world, was born in 161 3 [u]. He was a ftationer and a feller

of mufical inftruments, mufic-books, and mufic-paper. What
his education had been, is not known ; but that he had attained

to a confiderable proficiency in the pra6lice of mufic and mu-
fical compofition, is certain. His (kill in mufic was not fo

great, as to entitle him to the appellation of a mafter : he knew
nothing of the theory of the fcience, but was very well verfed

in the praclice, and underilood the rules of compofition well

enough to write good harmony. In 1655, he publillied an

" Introdu6lion to the Skill of Mufic;" which, being v/ritten

in a plain and eafy ftyle, fucceeded fo well, as to go through

many editions, confiderably improved by the author and his

friends: the edition before us is the thirteenth, 1697, in i2rno,

with a print of him by Loggan. Playford appears to h;ive

polfefied the friendfhip of the moft eminent muficians of his

time, and in confequence thereof was the publiflier of a very

great number of mufic-books between the years 1650 and 1685

:

he contributed alfo not a little to the improvement ot the

art of printing mufic. He died about 1693 •, and Tate, then

poet lAureat, wrote an elegy upon him.
He had a fon named John, a printer of mufic ; and a younger

named Henry, who was a feller of mufic. The books adver-

[t] In Vit. Augufti, 85. 5. [u] Hawkins's Hift. of Mufic, iv. 486.

tif,
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.tifed by him were but fcAv in number, compared with thofe of

his father. Among them were the " Orpheus Britannicus,"

the '' Ten Sonatas," and the "Airs" ot Purccil. He was

living after the year 17^5-
PLESSIS-RICHELTEU. See Richelieu.
PLINIUS SECUNDUS (Caius), the elder, one of the

moft learned of the ancient Roman writers, was born in the

reign of Tiberius Gasfar, about the year of Chrift 23. His

birth-place was Verona, as appears from his calling Catullus

his countryman, who was unqueftionably ot Verona [x]. The
ancient writer of his life, falfely afcribed to Suetonius, and,

after him, St. Jerom, have made him a native of Rome : father

Hardouia has alfo taken feme learned pains to confirm this

notion, which however has not prevailed [y]. He was parti-

cularly formed for excelling in knowledge : for Aulus Gellius

represents him as one of the mod ingenious men of his age ;

and what is related of his application by his nephew the

younger Pliny, is almoft incredible. Yet his exceflive love of

lludy did not fpcil the man of bufmefs, nor prevent him from

filling the molt important offices with credit. He was a pro-

curator, or manager of the emperor's revenue, in the provinces

of Spain and Afric ; and was advanced to the high dignity of

augur. He had feveral confiderable commands in the army,

and Avas as diftinguifhed by his courage in the field, as by his

eloquence at the bar.

His manner of life, as it is defcribed by his nephew, is very

extraordinary [z]. In fummer he always began his ftudies as

foon as it was night : in winter, generally at one in the morn-
ing, but never later than two, and often at midnight. No
man ever fpent lefs time in bed ; infomuch that he would fome-

times, without retiring from his books, take a Ihort fleep, and

then purfue his ftudies. Before day-break, he ufed to wait

upon Vefpafian, who likewife chofe that feafon to tranfacl

bufinefs: and when he had finiflied the affairs which that em-
peror committed to his charge, he returned home again to his

ftudies. After a llender repaft at noon, he would frequently in

the fummer, if he was difeng?.ged from bufinefs, repofe hini-

felf in the fun : during which time fome author was read to

him, from v/hich he made extracts and obfervations. This was

his conftant method, whatever book he read: for it was a

maxim of his, that " no book was fo bad, but fomething might
be learned from it." Vv hen this was over, he generally went

into the cold-bath, after v/hich he took a flight refrefhment of

[x] InPrsfat. ad Hift. Naturskm. Atticse, lib. ix. c. iv. Piin. Epift. 5<.

[y] In Prsefat. ad Piin. Hilt. Nat. lib. 3.

Plinii Junioi-is Vita, a J. Mafibn. Aimt. [z] Epift. 5. lib. 3.

1705. Niceron. torn, vii, Geil. No£tes

T 2 food



'1^6 PLINIUS SECUNDUS.
food and reft; and tlieii, as if it had been a ne%Y day, refiimed

his ftudies till fupper-time, when a book was again read to hin^.

upon which he would make fome remarks as they went c .

His nephew mentions a fingular inftance to fhew how coTetcus

he was of his time, and' how greedy of knowledge. His r.adcr

having pronounced a word wrong, fomebody at the table ma'^

him repeat it: upon which, Pliny alked his friend, if :

iinderdood it? who acknowledging that he did; *^ Wh

.

then," faid he, " would you make him go back again i* wt:

have loft, by this interruption, abo\*e ten lines." In fummer,
he always rofe from fupper by day-light ; and in winter, as

loon as it was dark. Such was his way of life amidft the noife.

and hurry of the town ; but in the country his whole time was
devoted to ftudy without intcrmillion, excepting only.-when he

bathed: and this, no longer than while he was actually in the

bath; for all the while he was rubbed and wiped,, he was em-
ployed cither in hearing fome book read to him, or in dilating

himfelf. In his journey's, he loft no time from his ftudies: but

his mind, at thofe feafons, being difengaged from all other

thoughts, applied itfclf wholly to that ftngle purfuit. A fecre-

tary conftantly attended him in his chariot, who, in the winter,

wore a, particular fort of warm gloves., that the Iharpnefs of

the weather might not occafion any interruption to his ftudies:

and, for the fame reafon, inftead of walking, he always ufed

a chair in Rome.
By this extraordinary application he foimd time to write a

great number of volumes : but, before we give an account of

thefe,. let us relate the circumftances of his death,, which, like

his manner of living, were very fingular and curious, and are

alfo defcribed at large by the elegant pen of his nephew [a].

He was at that time, with a fleet under his command, at

Mifenum., in. the gulf of Naples ; his fifter and her fon, the

younger Pliny, being with him. On the 24th of Auguft, in

the year 79, about one in the afternoon, his fifter defired him
to obferve a cloud of a very unufual fize and ihape. He was

in his ftudy; but immediately arofe, and went out upon an

eminence to view it more diftiniSlly. It was not at that diftance

difcernible from what m.ountain this cloud "iftued, but it wa?
found afterwards to afcend from mount Vefuvius. Its figure

rcfemblcd that of a pine-tree ; for it ftiot up a great height m
the form of a trunk,, which extended itfelf at' the top into a

tort ^i branches ; and it appeared fometimes bright, and fom.c-

time.<-- dark and fpotfcd, as it. was either more or lefs impreg-

nated %vith earth and cinders. This was a noble ph^snomenon

for the philofophic Pliny, who immediately ordered a light

vefTell
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TefTcl to be got ready ; but as he -was coming out of the houfe,

with his tablets for his obfervations, he received a note from
Re6lina, a lady of quality, (.'arncrtly intreating him to come to

her aflittance, fince her villa being fituated at the foot of mount
Vefuvius, there was no way for her to efcape, but by lea.

He therefore ordered the gallies to put to lea, and went himfclf

on board, with intention of ailiiting not only Redina, but

others: for the villas flood extremely thick upon that beau-

tiful coaft. He fleered directly to the point of danger, wlicnce
others fled with the utmofl terror ; and with i'o much calmnefs
and prefence of mind, as to be able to make and didlate his

obfervations upon the motion and figure of that dreadful fcene.

He went fo nigh the mountain, that the cinders, which grew
thicker and hotter the nearer he approached, fell into the fhips,

together v/ith pumiCe-flones and black pieces of burning rock

:

they were likewife in danger, not only of being aground by the

fudden retreat of the fea, but alfo from the vaft fragments
which rolled down from the mountain, and obftrufted all the

fliore. Here he flopped to conlider, whether he fhould return?

to which the pilot advifing him, " Fortune," faid he, " be-

friends the brave ; carry me to Pomponianus." Pomponianus
was then at Stabiae, a town feparated by a gulf, which the fea,

after feveral windings, forms upon that fliore. He found him
in the greatefl conflernation, he exhorted him to keep up his

fpirits ; and, the more to diflipate his fears, he ordered, with
an air of unconcern, the baths to be got ready ; when, after

having bathed, he fat down to fupper with an apparent chear-
fu-lnefs. In the mean while, the eruption from Vefuvius flamed
out in fe^'eral places with much violence, which the darknefs
of the night contributed to render ftill more vifible and dreadful.

Pliny, to foothe the apprehenfions of his friend, allured him it

was only the burning of the villages, which the country people
bad abandoned to the flames: after this, he retired, and had
fome fleep. The court which led to his apartment being in

fome time almolt filled with flones and allies, if he had conti-

nued there any longer, it would have been impoflible for him
to have made his way out: it was therefore thought proper to

awaken him. He got up, and went to Pomponianus and the

reft of the company, who were not unconcerned enough to

think of going to bed. They confulted together, whether it

would be moft prudent to truft to the houfes, which now iliook

from fide to fide with frequent and violent rockings ; or to fly

to the open fields, where the calcined flones and cinders,

though light indeed, yet fell in large IJiowers, and threatened

deflruclion. In this diflrefs they refolved for the fieWs, as thp
lefs dangerous fituation of the two ; and went out, having pil-

lows tied upon their heads with napkins, which was all their

T 3 defence
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defence againft the ftorms of ftones that fell around them. It

was now day every where elfe, but there a deeper darknefs

prevailed than in the moll: obfcure night; which, however, was
in fome degree diflipated by torches, and other lights of various

kinds. They thought proper to go down farther upon the

fhore, to obferve if they might fafely put out to fea ; but they

found the waves ftill run extremely high and boiflerous. There
Pliny, taking a draught or two of water, threw himfelf down
upon a cloth which was fpread for him ; when immediately the

flames and a ftrong fmell of fulphur, which was the forerunner

of them, difperfed the reft of the company, and obliged him
to arife. He raifed himfelf, with the ailiftance of two of his

fervants, for he was pretty fat, and inftantly fell down dead

:

fufFocated, as his nephew conjeftures, by fome grofs and nox-

ious vapour ; for he had aUvays weak lungs, and was fre-

quently fubjeft to a difficulty of breathing. As foon as it was

light 'again, which was not till the third day after, his body

was found entire, and without any marks of violence upon it

;

exa£lly in the fame poflure that he fell, and looking more like

a man alleep than dead.

The fifter and nephew, whom the uncle left left at Mifenum,
continued there that night, but had their reft extremely broken

and difturbed. There had been for many days before fonie fhocks

of an earthquake, which was the lefs furpi'ifing, as they were

always extremely frequent in Campania: but they were fo par-

ticularly violent that iiight, that they not only ftiook every thing,

but feemed to threaten a total deftrucflion. When the morning

came, the light was exceedingly faint and languid, and the

buildings continued to totter; fo that Pliny aiid his mother

refolved to quit the town, and the people followed them in the

utmoft confternation. Being got at a convenient diftance from

the houfes, they ftood Itill, in the m.idft of a moft dangerous

and dreadful fcene. The chariots, they had ordered to be

drawn out, were fo agitated backwards and forwards, though

upon the moft level ground, that they could not keep them

ftedfaft, even by fupporting them with large ftone?. The fea

feemed to roll back upon itfelf, and to be driven from its banks

by the convulfive motion of the earth; it was certain at leaft,

the ftiore was confiderably enlarged, and feveral fea animals were

left upOn it. On the other, fide, a black and dreadtul cloud,

burfting with an igneour. ferpentine vapour, darted out a long

train of fire, refembling fjafhesof lightning, but much larger.

Soon afterwards, the cloud feemed to defcend, and cover the

whole ocean ; as indeed, it entirely hid the iflknd of Capreac,

and the promontory of Mifenum.. Pliny's mother conjured

film ftrongly to make his efcape, which, being young, for he

was only eighteen years of age, he might eafily do ; as for

herfelf.
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herfelf, fhc faid, her age and corpulency rendered all attempts

of that fort impoirible : but he refufed to leave her, and, taking

her by the hand, led her on. The afhes began to fall upon

them, though in no great quantity : but a thick fmokc, like a

torrent, came rolling after them.' Pliny propofed, while they

had any light, to turn out of the high road, left his mother

fhould be preffed to death in the dark, by the croud that followed

them : and they had fcarce ftepped out of the path, when utter

darknefs entirely overfpread them. Nothing then was to be

heard, fays Pliny, but the (hrieks of women, the fcreanos of

children, and the cries of men : fome calling for their children,

others for their parents, others for their hufbands, and only dif-

tinguilliing each other by their voices ; one lamenting his own
fate, another that of his family, fome wiPaing to die from the

very fear of^ dying, fome lifting up their hands to the gods, but

the greater part im.agining that the laft and eternal night was
come, which was to deftroy both the gods and the world toge-

ther. At length a glimmering light appeared, which however
was not the return of day, but only the forerunner of an ap-

proaching burft of flames. The fire fell luckily at a diftance

from them ; then again they were immerfed in thick darknefs,

and a heavy (hower of aihes rained upon them, which they

were obliged every now and then to fliake off, to prevent being

crulhed and buried in the heap. At length this dreadful dark-

nefs was dilTipated by degrees, like a cloud or fmoke: the real

day returned, and even the fun appeared, though very faintly,

and as when an eclipfe is coming on ; and every obje6l feemed

changed, being covered over with white aflies, as with a deep

fnow. Pliny owns very frankly, that his fupport, during this

terrible phasnomenon, was chiefly founded in that miferable,

though ftrong confolation, that all mankind were involved in

the fame calamity, and that the world itfelf was perifhing.

They returned to Mifenum, but without yet getting rid of their

fears; for the earthquake ftill continued, while, as was extremely

natural in fuch a fituation, feveral enthufiaftic people ran up
and down, heightening their own and their friend§ calamities by
terrible prediftions.

This event happened A. D. 79, in the firft year of the em-
peror Titus ; and was probably the firft eruption of mount
Vefuvius, at leaft of any confequence, as it is certain we have
no particular accounts of any preceding eruption. Dio, indeed,

and other ancient authors, fpeak of this jnountain as burning
before ; but ftill they defcribe it as covered with trees and
vine?, fo that the eruptions muft have been inconfiderable [b].

Martial has an epigram upon this fubjed, in which he gives

[b] Epigr. 43. lib. iv.
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uc a view of Vefuvius, as it appeared before this terrible con-

flagration broke out t and nothing can be more proper than to

jnfert it here.

Hie ell: pampineis yiridis n:;odo YeP/iiis umbris :

Preflerat hie madidos nobilis uva lacus.

^£C juga, quam Nifae coUes, plus Bacchus amavit

:

Hoc nuper Satyri rnoate dcderc choros.

^vcc Veneris fedes, Lacaedemone gratior illi

:

Hie locus Herculeo nomine clarus erat.

punc^a jacent flammis, er trifti merfa favilla
j

Nee fuperi yellent hoc licuilTe fibi.

Thus Engliiljed, by Mr. Melmoth.
^' Here verdant vines o'erfpread Vefuvlo's fides :

The generous grape here pour'd her purple tides.

This Bacchus lov'd beyond his native' fcene

:

Here dancing Satyrs joy'd to trip the green.

Far more than Sparta this in Venus' grace ;

And great Alcides once renown'd the place.

Now flaming embers fpread dire wafte around,

And gods regret that gods can thus confound."

Concerning the writings of Pliny, we have full information

from his nephew [c]. The hrll book he piibliibed was, a
treatife,' " Concerning the art of ufing the javelin on horfe-'

j)ack," de jaculatione equcflri : this he wrote when he com-
manded a troop of horfe. " The life of Pomponius Secundus,'*

who was his friend. ^' The hiftory of the wars in Germany :"

in which he gave an account of all the battles the Romans hac^

had with the Germans, His nephe-'v fays, that a dream, which
he had when he ferved in the army in Germany, firft fuggefled

to him the defign of this work : it was, that Drufus Nero, Avho

extended his conquefts very far into that country, and there

loft his life, appeared to him, and conjured him not to fufFer

his memory to be buried in oblivion. He wrote likewife ** A
treatife upon eloquence ;" and a piece of critlcifm " concern-

ing dubious Latinity." This laft work was publlfhed in

Nero's reign, when the tyranny of the times made it dangerous

to engage in ftudies of a freer kind : it is often cited by Prif-

cian. He completed a hiftory which Aufidius Balfus left unfi-

jiifhed, by adding to it thirty books, Avhich contained the hiftory

'of his own tim.es. Laftly, he left thirty-feven books upon the

fubjc61: of natural hiftory : a work, fays his nephew, of ?reat

compafs and learning, and almoft as full of variety as nature

herfelf. It is the only work of his that is extant; and has

jbeen often printed, but the beft edition by far is that of Paris

f cj Epill. 5. llh. Hi
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by father Hardonin. Yet of this editor there arc two editions*

which diiTer conliderably: the nrli:, in five volumes, 4to, 1685,

being by no means fo valuable as that of 1723, in three volumes,

folio. There is alfo an ufeful edition in 8vo, by Franzius,

publiilied at Leiplic in 1778-91. This edition conlifls of ten

volumes, with a copious feleclion of the belt notes.

We ihould add to the v/orks of this author a vail quantity ot

manufcripts, which he left to his nephew, and for which he
had been offered byLargius Licinius 400,000 fcllerces, that is/

about 3200I. of our money. *' Yoii will wonder,'' fays his

nephew, " how a man, fo engaged as he was, could iind

time to compofe fuch a number of books ; and fomc of them'
too upon abltrufe fubje6ls. Your furprife will rife ftili

higher, when you hear, that for fome time he engaged iri

the profeilion of an advocate, that he died in his 56th year,

that from the time of his quitting the bar to his death he
was employed in the higheft polls, and in the fervice of his

prince: but he had a quick apprehenfion, joined to an un-
wearied application." Ep. iii. 5. Hence he became not only
a mafter in polite literature, in grammar, eloquence, and
hiftory, but knowing alfo in all arts and fciences, in geography,
mathematics, philofophy, aftronony, medicine, botany, fculp-

ture, painting, architedture, &c, for of all thefe things has he
treated in the very important work that he has left us.

PLINIUS CiECILIUS SECUNDUS (Caius), [d] ne-
phew of Caius Plinius Secundus, was born in the ninth year of
Nero, and the 62d of Chrilf, at Novocomum, a town upon
the lake Larius, near which he had feveral beautiful villas.

Cjecilius was the name of his father, and Plinius Secundus
that of his mother's brother, who adopted him. He brought
into the world with him fine parts and an elegant tafte, which
he did not fail to cultivate early ; for, as he tells us himfelf, he
wrote a Greek tragedy [e] at fourteen years of age. He loft

his father when he was young, and had the famous Virginius

for his tutor or guardian, whom hP'has fet in a glorious [fJ
light. He frequented the fchools of the rhetoricians, and heard
Qiiintilian ; for whom he ever after entertained fo high an
efteem, that he beftowed a confiderable portion upon his daugh-
ter at her marriage [g]. He was in his eighteenth year when
his uncle died ; and it was then that he began to plead in the

Forum, which was the ufual road to dignities. About a year
alter, he affumed the military chara6ler, and went into Syria

with the commiflion of tribune : but this did not fuit his tafte,

any more than it had fuited that of Cicero ; and therefore vvc

fd] Plinli Epjil. paflim. Vita Plin. a Maflbn. Arr,A. 1709. [z] Epift. 4. lib. vii.

£r] Epift, I. li|j. ii, [q] Eplft. 4. lib. ii. Epift. 32. lib. vi.

find



a82 PLINIUS CiECILIUS SECUNDUS.

find him returning after a campaign or two [h]. He tells us,

that in his paifage homewards he was detained by contrary

winds at the illand Icaria, and that he employed himfelf in

making verfes ; he enlarges in the fame place upon his poetical

exercitations, yet in this alfo he refembled Cicero, and valued

hirnfelf upon a talent which he did not eminently pofTefs.

Upon his return from Syria, he took a wife, and fettled at

Rome : it was in the reign of Domitian. During this mod
perilous time, he continued to plead in the Forum, where he

was dilHnguilhed not more by his uncommon abilities and

eloquence, than by his great refolution and courage, which
enabled him to fpeak boldly, when hardly any one elfe could

venture to fpcak at all. On thefe accounts he was often fmgled

out by the fenate, to defend the plundered provinces againft

their oppreffive governors, and to manage other caufes of a

like important and dangerous nature. One of thefe caufes was
in favour of the province of Baetica, in their profecution of

B;£bivis Maffa ; in which he acquired fo general an applaufe,

that the emperor Nerva, then a private man, and in baniihment

jtt Tarentum, wrote him a letter, in which he congratulated

pot only Pliny, but the age, which, hadproduced an example

f© much in the fpirit of the ancients [i]. Pliny relates this

affair, in a letter to Cornelius. Tacitus ; and he was fo pleafed

with it himfelf, that he could not help entreating this friend to

record it in his hiltory. He foHcits him [k], however with

infinitely more modefty, than "1 ujiy had ufed to Lucceius

upon the fame occafion : and though he might imitate Cicero

in the requeil", as he profeiTes to ha.ve conftantly fet that great

man before him for a model, yet he took care not to tranfgrefs

the bounds of decency in his manner of making it. He ob-?

tained the offices of queftor and tribune, and fortunately v/ent

unhurt through the r^ign of Domitian : there is however reafon

to fuppofe, that if the emperor had not died jufl: as he did, Pliny

would have iliared the fate of many other great men ; for he

jells us himfelf [lJ, that his name was afterwards found in

Pomitian's tablets, among the number of thofe who were,

deftined to deilruclion.

He loft his wife in the beginning of Nerva's reign, and foon

after took his beloved Calphurnia ; of whom we r.ead fo much
in his Epiftles. He had not however any children by either of

his wives: and hence we find him thanking Trajan for the

jus trium llberorumy which he afterwards obtained of that em-
peror for his friend vSuetonius Tranquillus. He hints alfo [mJ,
in his letter of thanks to Trajan, that he had been {wiee n^ar-

[h] Epift. 4. lib. vii. [i] Epift. 33. lib. vji. [k] Cicer. Ep'iit. 12. lib.

ad Fam. [l] E pi ft. 5- :::;, v;;. [.m] Epift. 2. et 95. lib. x.

ried
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ried In the reign of Domitian. He was promoted to the con-

fulate by Trajan in the year loo, when he was thirty-eight

years of age: and in this office pronounced that famous pane-

gyric, which has ever fince been admired, as well for the copi-

oufnefs of the topics, as the elegance of addrefs. He was then

eledled augur, and afterwards made proconful of Bithynia

;

whence he wrote to Trajan that valuable letter concerning the

primitive chriftians [n], which, with I'rajan's refcript, is hap-
pily extant among his " Epiftles." *< Pliny's letter," as Mel-
moth obfcrves, in a note upon the paflTage, " is efleemed as almoft

the only genuine monument of ecclefiaftical antiquity, relating

to the times immediately fucceeding the apoftles, it being writ-

ten at moft not above forty years after the death of St. Paul.

It was preferved by the Chriftians therafelves, as a clear and
unfufpicious evidence of the purity of their dodtrines ; and is

frequently appealed to by the early writers of the church, againft

the calumnies of their adverfaries." It is not known what
became of Pliny, after his return from Bithynia ; whether he
lived at Rome, or what time he fpent at his country-houfes.

Antiquity is alfo fdent as to the time of his death ; but it is

conje6lured that he died either a little before, or foon after that

excellent prince, his admired Trajan; that is, about A.D. Ii6.

Pliny was one of the greateft wits, and one of the worthieft

men, among the ancients. He had fine talents, which he cul-

tivated to the utmoft ; and he accomplilhed himfelf with all the

various kinds of knowledge, which could ferve to make him
either ufefal or agreeable. He wrote and publiftied a greaf

number of books : but nothing has efcaped the wreck of time,

except the books of Epiftles, and the " Panegyric upon Trajan."
This has ever been confidered as a m.after-piece : and if he has,

as fome think, almoft exhaufted all the ideas of perfedfion in

ji prince, and gone perhaps a little beyond the truth, yet it is

allowed, that no panegyrift was ever poifeffed of a finer fubjedl,

and on which he might better indulge in all the flow of elo-

fjuence, without incurring the fufpicion of flattery and falfe-

hood. His Letters feem to have been intended for the public
;

and in them he may be confidered as writing his own memoirs.
Every epiftie is a kind of hiftorical (ketch, wherein we have a

view of him In fome ftriking attitude, either of a6tiye or con-

templative life. In them are preferved anecdotes of many
pminent perfons, whofe v/orks are come down to us, as Sueto-i

pius, Silius Italicus, Martial, Tacitus, and Qtilntllian ; and of

curious things, which throw great light upon the hiftory of
thofe times. They are written with great polltenefs and fplrit^

and, if they abound too much in turn and metaphor, we muft:

[n] Epjft. 97 & 98. lib. X.

imput^
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iiT^pute it to that degeneracy of tallc, which was then accom-
panying the degenerate manners of Rome. Pliny, however,

feems to have preferved himfclf in this latter refpeCt from the

general contagion : whatever the manners of the Romans were,

his were pure and incorrupt. His writings breathe a fpirit of

tranfcendent goodnefs and humanity : his only imperfection is,

he %vas too defirous that the public and polterity fhould know
how h\n"nane and good he vvas

[
o] :, and while he reprefents

himlelf, as he does, calling for Livy, reading him at his leifure,

and even making extrauts from him, when the eruption of

Vefuvins was Ihaking the ground beneath hiiii, and flriking

terror through the hearts of mortals by appearances unheard-of

before, it is not pollible to avoid being ot the opinion of thofe,

who think that there was, with all his virtues, fomething of

affe^fation in his nature.

The *' Epiftles" and " Panegyric'' of Pliny have been often

publifbed; and there are feveral editions that may be reckoned

good. One of the lateft and bed is tliat of Amfterdam, 1734,
in 4to, by Longolius.

PLOT (Robert), [p] an Englifh philofopher and anti-

quary, was born of a genteel family, in 1641, at Sutton-Barn

in Kent ; and ediicated at the free-fchool of Wye in the fame
county. In 1658, he went to Magdalen Hall in Oxford ; took

a^batchclor of arts degree in 1661, a mafter's in 1664, and both

the degrees in law in 1671. He removed afterwards to Uni-
verfity college. Being a very ingenious man, and particularly

attached to natural hiltory, he was made a fellow of the Royai.

Society; and, in 1682, ele6led one of the fecretaries of that

learned body. He publiflicd their " Philofophical Tranfac-
tions," from No. 143, to No. 166, inclufive. In 1683, Elias

Afhmole, efq; appointed him the firft keeper of his mufeum ;

and about the faine time he was nominated by the vice-chan-

cellor the firft profeifor of chemiftry in that univerfity. In

1687, he was made fecretary to the earl-marflial, or court of
chivalry, which was then renewed, after it had Iain dormant
fmce the year 164.1. In 1688, he received the title of hiftorio-

grapher to James II. In 1690, he refigned his profelforfhip

of chemiftry, and alfo his place of keeper of the mufeum ; to

which he then prefented a very large colleftion of natural

cnriofities, buing fuch as he had figured and defcribed in his

Hiltories of Oxfordfhire and StafFordfhire, and there diftin-

guillied by the names of " Scrinium Plotianum Oxonienfe^,"

and " Scrinium Plotianum Staffordienfe." In 1694-5, Henry
^loward, earl-marfhal, nominated him Mowbray herald extra-

fo] Ipift. ao. lib. vi. Q>] Athen. Ox. vol. il. Short Account of hini»

j'leiixed tj the 2d edition of his Hjftory of Oxfoi-Jihke. Biograpbia Brkannica.

'
^

prdjnary;
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ordinary ; and, two days after, he was conftltuted regifterer of
the court of honour. He died of the (lone, April 30, 1696,
at his houfe in Borden ; leaving two fons by a wife whom he
had married in Auguft, 1690,

Natural hiftory was his delight ; and he gave verv agreeable
fpecimens of it, in his *' Natural Hiftories of Oxfordfhire
and Stafford/hire." The former was publiihed at Oxford, in

1677, folio, and reprinted, 1705, v/ith additions and correc-

tions: the latter was printed alfo at Oxford, 1686, in the fame
/ize. Thefe were intended as eifays towards *' A Natural
Hiltory of England:" for, in order to difcover antiquities and
other curiofities, and to promote learning and trade, he formed
a defign of travelling through England and Wales. By fueh
relearches, he was perfuaded, that many fair additions might
be made to Camden's Britannia, and other wprks, concerninfr

the hiflory and antiquities of England, ije drew up a plan of
his fcheme, in a letter to bifhop Fell, which may be feen at

the end of the fecond volume of Leland^'s Itinerary, of tha

edition of 1744. Beiidcs the tv/o works jull mentioned, Plot was
the author of feveral other produ6lions. In 1685, he publifhed
" De Origine Fontium, Tentamen Philofophicum," 8vo ; and
fhe nine following papers of his are inferted in the " Philofo-

phical Tranfadhions :" i. ** An Account of Elden Hole in Der~
byfhire," No. 2. 2. *' The Formation of Salt and Sand from
Brine," No. 145. 3. *' Difcourfe concerning the EfFeds of
the great Froft on Trees and other Plants, in 1683," No. 165.

4. " A Difcourfe of perpetual Lamps," No. 166. 5, ** The
Hiftory of the Weather at Oxford, in 1684; or the Obferva-
tions of a full Year, made by Order of the PhilofophicaZ-

Society at Oxford," No. 169. 6. " A large and curious Ac-
count of the Amianthos or Abeftine Linen," No. 1708^

7. *' Difcourfe concerning the mofl feafonable Time of felling

Timber, written at the Requeft of Samuel Pepys, Efq; Secre-

tary of the Admiralty," No. 192. 8. " Of an Irilhman of
an extraordinary Size, viz. Edward Mallone, nineteen Years
old, feven Feet fix Inches high," No. 240. 9. *' A Catalogue
of Eledrical Bodies," No. 245. In 1680, he publifhed <* The
Clog, or StafFordlhire Almanack," engraven on a copper-plate,

and inferted afterwards in his " Hiftory of Statfordfhire."'

Since his deceafe, there have been publifhed two letters of his :

one *' giving an Account of fome Antiquities in the County of
Kent," in 1714, 8vo, and preferved in the '^ Bibliotheca To-
pographica," No. VI ; another to the earl of Arlington, " con-
cerning Thetford," printed at the end of " The Hiftory and*

Antiquities of Glaftonbury," publiihed by Hearne, 1722, 8vo.

He left feveral manufcripts behind him j among which were
large materials for ** The Natural Hiftory of Kent, of Middle

-

fcx>
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fex, and of the cliy of London," which he defigned to have

written in the fame manner as he had written the Hiftories of

Oxfordlhire and StafFordihire.

PLOTINUS, an illulkious Platonic philofopher [o,], was
born at Lycopolis, a city of Egypt, in 204. He began verjr

early to fl^ew a great fingularity both in his tafte and manners:

for, at eight years of age, when he went to fchool, he ufed to !

run to his nurfe, and uncover her bread to fuck ^ and would
;

have continued that pradlice longer, if he had not been dif-i

couraged by her. At tv/ehty-eight, he had a ftrong dellre to

. Itudy philofophy, upon which he was recommended to the pro-

feffors of Alexandria ; but he w^as not fatisfied with their lec-

tures, and always returned from them melancholy. A friend, '

Informed of the caufe of his diftafte, thought he might find a

remedy in the lectures of Ammonius ; nor was he miftaken ;

for the inftant Plotinus heard that philofopher, he confelTed that

this was the man he wifned to find. He fpent eleven years

with that mafter, and became a great philofopher. What he

had imbibed of learning and knowledge under him, only in-

fpircd him with a ftrongcr paflion to acquire more, and to hear

the Perfian and Lidian philofophers: for which reafon, in 243,
when the emperor Gordianus intended to wage war againft the

Perfians, he followed the Ronian army, but probably repented

of it, becaul'e he with great difficulty faved his life by flight,

after the emperor had been flain.

He was then thirty-nine. . The year following, he 'Vvent to

Rome, and read philofophical lectures in that city : but did not

follow the example of Erennius and (3rigcn, his fellow-pupils,

who, having promifed with liim not- to reveal fome recondite

and excellent doctrines they had received from. Ammonius, had
neverthelefs forfeited their word. Plotinus continued ten years

in Rom^e, without writing any thing, and then wrote twenty

books: but, in his fiftieth year, Porphyry became his difciple,

"".vlio, being of an exquifitcly fine genius, was not fatisfied

with fuperlicial anfwers, but required to have all difficulties

thoroughly explained; and therefore Plotinus, to treat things

with greater accuracy, was obliged to, wTite more books. The
Romans paid an incredible r<?gard to this philofopher: mapy
of the fenators became his difciples ; and fome of them not

calv frequented his Icdures very alfiduoufly, but quitted the

function of magiltr'ates, in order to lead a philofophic li£e.

Some females were alfo infpired with a love for philofophy;

and a lady of quality infillecl upon his living in her houfe, that

, fhe and her daughter might have the pleafure of hearing him.

[q.] Eanap,. et Porphyr. ia Vit. Plotini. Fabricii Eibl. Giaec. vol. iv. Eayle's

Dift. ia voce Plotint-s.

He
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He had the reputation of being a man of fuch great virtue as

well as abilities, that many perfons of both fexes, when they

found themfelves dying, intruded him, as a guardian angel,

with their eftates and their children, Plotinus never refufed

thofe troublefome offices, but had often the patience to examine,
witli other perfons, the accounts of guardians. He was th«
arbitrator of numberlefs law-fuits ; on which occafion he always
behaved with fuch humanity and re6litude of mind, that he did

not create himfelf one enemy during the twenty-fix years he
refided at Rome. A philofopher of Alexandria, named Olym-^
pias, moved no doubt with envy, ufed his utmoft endeavours to

bring him into contempt, and even had recourfe to necromancy
to ruin him ; but we do not find that he fucceeded in the lealt.

The emperor Gallienus, and Salonina the emprefs, had a very
' high regard for him ; and but for the oppofition of fome courtiers,

a requeft of his would have been granted ; which was, to have
a city in Campania rebuilt, and to poifefs the territory belong-

ing to it. It was to have been called Platonopolis ; and a
colony of philofophers was to have been fettled there, who
were to be governed by the ideal laws of Plato's commonwealth.
Plotinus laboured under various illnelfes the year before he
died: he had an inflammation in his throat, which made him
fo hoarfe that he could fcarcely fpeak, ulcers in his hands and
feet, and a great weaknefs of fight. Finding himfelf in this

condition, he left Rome, and v/as conveyed to Campania, to

the heirs of a friend, who furnifhed him with necelfaries of
every kind. He died there at fixty^fix, and in the nobleft

manner that an heathen philofopher could do, thefe being his

words as he breathed his laft : "lam labouring with all my
might, to return the divine part of me to that Divine Whole,
which fills the univerfe."

His genius was greatly fuperior to that of vulgat philofo-

phers ; and his ideas were fingular and extraordinary. He was
afhamed of being lodged in a body, for which reafon he did

not care to tell the place of his birth or family. I he contempt!

he had for all earthly things, was the reafon why he would not

permit his piclurc to be drawn : and when his difciple Amelius
[r] was urgent with him upon this head, *' is it not enough,'*

faid he, " to drag after us, whitherfoever we go, that image
in which nature has fliut us up ? Do you think that we flioulJ

likewife tranfmit to future ages an image of that image, as a

fight worthy of their attention ?'!' From the fame principle^

he refufed to praftife feveral things conducive to health ; he
never made ufe of prefervativcs or baths, and did not even eat

the flefh of tame animals. He eat but little, and abUained very

[p.] Po-ph. ia Vit. Plot, fub irih-o.

often
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often from bread; which,' joined to his intenfe meditation, kept

him very much from lleeping. In fhort, he thought the body

entirely below his notice ; and had fo little refpetl for it, that

he confidered it as a prifon, from which it would be his fupreme

happinefs to be freed. When Amelius, after his death, en-

•quired of the oracle of Apollo about the ftate of his foul, he

was told, *' that it was gone to the affembly of the bleffed,

where charity, joy, and a love of the union with God prevail
:"

and the reafon given for it, as related by Porphyry, is, " that

Plotinus had been peaceable, gracious, and vigilant ; that he

had perpetually elevated his fpotlefs foul to God ; that he had
loved God with his whole heart ; that he had difengaged him-
felf, to the utmofl: of his abilities, from this wretched life ; that,

elevating himfelf with all the powers of his foul, and by the

feveral gradations taught by Plato, towards that Supreme Being

which hlls the univerfe, he had been enlightened by him, had

enjoyed the vifion of him without the help or interpofition of

of his ideas; had, in fhort, been often united to him." This
is the account of Porphyry, who tells us alfo, that he himfelf

had once been favoured with the vifion.—-We mult not forget

to obferve, that Plotinus had his familiar fpirit, as was reported

of Socrates: but, according to Porphyry, his was not oneot thofe

called demons, but of the order of thofe who are called gods

;

fo that he was under the protection of a genius fuperior to that

of other men. The fuperiority of his genius puffed him up
not a little : for when Amelius defired him to fhare in the

facrihces, which he ufed to offer up on folemn feftivals, " It

is their bufinefs," replied Plotinus, *< to come to me, not mine
to go to them :" " of which lofty anfwer," fays Porphyry,
** no one could guefs the reafon, or dared to afk."

Plotinus wrote fifty-four books, which Porphyry put in

order, and divided into fix enneafes. The greater part of ther4

turn on the moft high-flown ideas in metaphyfics ; and this

philofopher feems, in certain points, not to differ much from

Spinoza. Plotinus wrote tv\'o books to prove, that '* All being

is one and the fame ;" which is the very dodlrine of Spinoza.

He enquires in another book, " Whether there are many fouls,

or only one ?" His manner of compofing partook of the fm-

gularity of his nature: he never read over his compofitions,

after he had written them ; he wrote a bad hand, and was not

exa6l in his orthography: he flood in need, therefore, of a

faithful friend to rcvife and corre£l his writings ; and he chofe

Porphyry for this purpofe, preferably to Amelius, although

Amelius had been his difciple twenty-four ycars^ and was very

much efteemed by him. Some envious perfons accufed Plo-

tinus of afting the plagiary, with regard to Numenius ;
^ut

Amelius refuted that llandcr with his pen. Longir.us v/as at

iivit



PLUG HE. 289

firft much prejudiced againfl this great philofopher : he wrote

againfl: his " Treatife of Ideas," and againft Porphyry's anfwer

in defence of that treatife. He afterwards conceived a high

efteem for him ; fought induftrioully for all his books ; and, in

order to have them very corre6l, defired Porphyry to lend him
his copy; but at the fame time wrote to him in the following

manner: " I always obferved to you, when we were together,

when we were at a diftance from one another, as well as when
you lived at Tyre, that I did not comprehend many of the

fubjeds treated of by Plotinus ; but that I was extremely fond of

his manner of writing, the variety of his knowledge, and the

order and difpofition of his queftions, which are altogether phi-

lofophical." [s] This lingle paflTage," fays Bayle, " fhews the

exalted genius, the exquifite difcernment, and judicious penetra-

tion of Longinus. It cannot be denied, that mod fubje6ls

which this philofopher examines are incomprehenfible ; never-

thelefs, we difcover in his works a very elevated, fruitful, and
capacious genius, and a clofe way of reafoning. Had Longinus

been an injudicious critic, had he not polfeifed an exalted and
beautiful genius, he would not have been fo feniible of Plotinus's

obfcurity : for no perfons complain lefs of the obfcurity of a
book, than thofe whofe thoughts are confufed, and underftand-

ing is (hallow."

Marfilius Ficinus, at the requefl of Cofmo de Medicis, made
a Latin verfion of the works of Plotinus, with a fummary and
analyfis of each book; which was printed at Bafil, firft by itfelf^

in 1559, and afterwards with the Greek, in 1580, folio.

PLOWDEN (Edmund), the celebrated lawyer, editor of the

reports which bear his name, flouriQied in the reigns of Mary
and Elizabeth. He was born in Shropfliire, in 151 7, and educated

at Cambridge ; but removed, after a time, to Oxford, where he
took his degrees in phyfic, and attained fome eminence in the

pra<Slice of that profeffion. Notwithi^anding this, he afterwards

took up the ftudy of the law, entered in the Middle Temple,
and in that line rofe to ftill higher diftinclion. In the reign of
Mary he was called to the degree of ferjeant, but, being zea-

loudy attached to the Romilh perfuafion, loft all further hopes
of preferment, on the accellion of Elizabeth. He continued to

be much confulted in private as a counfellor, and died in the

higheft repute in 1584. His ** Reports' are highly efteemed by
the profellion, and alford ftrong proof of his learning and fagacity.

He publiftied alfo " Queries, or a moot-book of choice Cafes,"
8vo, 1662.

PLUCHE (Antoine), a French writer, born at Rheims in

1668, and early diftinguiftied by his progrefs in polite letters.

The intendant of Roueu trufted him with the education of his

[s] Porph. in Vit. Plotin.

Vol. XIL U fon,
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fon, upon the recommendation of the celebrated Rollln. After
this, he went to Paris, where he firfl: gave ledlures upon hiftory

and geography, and then became famous by works which
he publiihed. i. His '• Spedacle de la Nature" is generally

known, having been tranllated into perhaps all the European
languages. This work is written with perfpicurty and elegance,

and is equally rnftrU(5live and agreeable : its only fault is, that

the author ufes too many words for his matter, which, however,

is almoft; unavoidable in the dialogue form of writing. 2. " Hif-

toire du Ciel," rn 2 vols. i2mo, is another work of this author,

a kind of mythological hiftory of the heavens. 3. He wrote

a tra£l alfo, '* De artificio Irnguarum,'' which he trandated

himfelf, under the title of ** La Mechanique des langues.''

4. '* Concorde de la Geographic des differens ages," i2mo,

1764, a pofthumcus work ; well conceived, but executed fuper-

frcialiy. 5. " Harmonre des Pfeaumes et de I'Evangile, i2mG,.

1764, a tranflation of the Ffalms, remarkable for its fidelity,,

with tnany notes of reference and illuftration from other parts

of fcripture. Pluche had received holy orders, and obtained an*

abbey, to which he retired in 1749, and gave himfelf up entirely

to devotion and ftudy. He was the more induced to do this, a*

being fo deaf, that he could not hear without a trumpet. He
died of an apoplexy in 1761. He was a believer in all the myf-

teries of his church, even to an extreme ; and, when fome free-

thinkers ufed to exprefs their afloniOiment, that a man of abbe

Pluche's force of underftanding could think fo like the vulgar, he

ufed to fay, " I glory in this: it is more reafonable to believe

the word of God, than to follow the vain and uncertain lights

of reafon."

PLUKENET (Leonard), a celebrated Englifh botanift,

was born, as he himfelf has recorded, in 1642, but where he was
educated, or in what univerfity he received his degrees, has not

been afcertained [t]. It has been conje6lured, from a few cir-

cumftances, that it was at Cambridge. He dates the prefaces to

his works from Old Palace-yard, Weflminller, where he feems

to have had a fmall garden. It does not appear that he attained

to any confiderable eminence in his prafeffion of phyfic, but was
abforbed in the (hidy of plants, and devoted all his leifure to the

compofition of his " Phytographia." He fpared no pains to

procure fpecimens of rare and new plants, had correfpondents in

all parts of the world, and accefs to the gardens of Hampton-
court, then very flourilhing, and all others that were curious.

Plukenet was one of thofe to whom Ray was indebted for aifift-

ance, in the arrangement of the fecond volume of his hiftory, and

that eminent man every where bears the ftrongeft teftimony to

his merit. Yet he was in want of patronage, and felt that want

[t] Pultney'* SketcUei of Botany in England, vol. ii. p. ij-

feverely.
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feverely. With Sloane and Petiver, two of the firft botanifts of

his own age, he fcems to have been at variance, and cenfurcs

their writings with too much afperity. No obftacles damped the

ardour of Plukenet in his favourite purfuit. He was himfelf

at the charge of his engravings, and printed the whole work at

his own expence, with the exception of a fmall fubfcription of

about hfty-five guineas, which he obtained near the conclU-

fion of it. Towards the clofe of his life he is faid to have been

aflifted by the queen, and to have obtained the fuperintendence

of the garden at Hampton-court. He was alfo honoured with

the title of Royal profelTbr of Botany. The time of his deceafe

is not precifely afcertained, but it is probable that he did not

long furvive his laft publication, which appeared in 1705, His
works were, i. " Phytographia, five llirpium illuflrium, et

minus cognitorum Icones," publilhed in four parts, 1691—1696,
and containing 328 plates, in 4to. 2. *' Almageftum Botani-

cum, five Phytographia Plukenetianas Onomafticon," &c. 4to,

1696 ; the catalogue is alphabetical, and contains near 6000
fpecies, of which, he tells us, 500 were new. No man, after

Cafpar Bauhine, had till then examined the ancient authors with
fo much attention, as he did, that he might fettle his fynonyms
with accuracy. He follows no fyftem. 3. " Almagcfti Bota-

riici Mantilfa," 1700, 4to, with twenty-five new plates. Be-
fides many new plants, this volume contains very numerous
additions to the fynonyms of the Almageftum. 4. Five years

after the Mantifla, he publilfied the *' Amaltheum Botanicum,"
with three plates, 4to. It abounds with new fubje6ts, fent from
China and the Eaft Indies, with fome from Florida. Thefe
works of Plukenet contain upwards of 2740 figures, moft cf

them engraved from dried fpecimens, and many from fmall

fprigs, deftitute of flow^ers, or any parts of fru£lification, and
confequently not to be afcertained : but feveral of thefe, as better

fpecimens came to hand, are figured again in the fubfequent

plates. As he employed a variety of artifts they are unequally

executed ; thofe by Vander Gucht have ufually the preference^

It is much to be regretted that he had it not in his power to

give his figures on a larger fcale
;
yet, with all their ixnperfedlions,

thefe publications form a large treafure of botanical knowledge^
The Herbarium of Plukenet confifted of 8000 plants, an afto-

nifhing number to be collected by a private and not opulent

individual : it came, after his death, into the hands of fir Hans
Sloane, and is now in the Britiflt Mufeum. His works were
reprinted, with fome additions, in 1769 ; and in 1779 an Index

Linnaanus to his plates were publiflied by Dr. Gifeke, of Ham-
burgh, which contains a few notes, from a MS. left by Plukenet".

Plumier, to be mentioned in the next article, complimented this

U 2 learned
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learned botanift by giving his name to a plant, a native of both
Indies.

PLUMIER (Charles), called Father Piumier, being a

religious, of the order of Minims, was born at Marfeilles in 1646,
and was a botanift not lefs famous than his contemporary Pluke-
uet. He entered into his order at fixteen, and Itudied mathe-
matics and other fciences at Touloufe, under father Maignan, of
the fame fociety. He did not only learn the profound fciences.

In the art of turning he became fuch a proficient, as to write

a book upon it; and learned alfo to make lenfes, mirrors,

microfcopes, and t)ther mathematical inllruments, all which
knowledge he gained from Maignan. He Mas foon after fcnt

by his fuperiors to Rome, where, by his application to mathe-
matics, optics, and other Ihidies, he nearly deftroyed his coniti-

tu'ion. As a relaxation from thefe feverer fciences he applied

to botany, under the inftrndion of Pere Sergeant at Rome, of

Francis de Onuphriis, an Italian phyfician, and of Sylvius Boc-
cone, a Sicilian. Being recalled by his order into Provence, he

obtained leave to fearch the neighbouring coafts, and the Alps,

for plants: and foon became acquainted with Tournefort, then

on his botanical tour, and with Garidel, profeffor of botany at

Aix. When he had thus qualified himi'elf, he was chofen as

the affociate of Surian, to explore the French fettlements in the

Weft Indies, as Sloane had lately examined Jamaica. He
acquitted himfelf fo well, that he was twice afterwards fent, at

the expence of the king, whofe botanift he was appointed, with

an ihcreafed falary each time. Piumier paiTed two years in thofe

iflands, and on the neighbouring continent, but principally in

Domingo ; and made defigns of many hundred plants, of the

natural fize, befides numerous figures of birds, fifties, and

infe6ts[u]. On his return from his fecond voyage, he had his

firfl: work publifhed at the Louvre, entitled, i. " Defcriptions

des Plantes de I'Amerique," fol. 1695, pp. 94, 108 plates.

Thefe figures confifl: of little more than outlines, but being as

large as nature, and well drawn, produce a fine effeiSl. On his

return from his third voyage, he fettled at Paris, and in 1703
publilhed, 2. his " Nova Plantarum Americanarum Genera,"

4.to. In the year enfuing, he was prevailed upon by M. Fagon to

undertake a voyage to Peru, to difcover and delineate the Peru-

vian bark. His great zeal for the fcience, even at that age

induced him to con fent, but while he was waiting for the fliip

near Cadiz, he was feized with a pleurify and died, in 1706.

His third work, 3. ** Traite des Fougeres de I'Amerique," on

the Ferns of Atnerica, folio, 172 plates, being now ready,

was publifhed in 1705. He publifhed, as above-mentioned,

[u] Pultney's Sketches of Botany, vol. ii. p. 51.

4. " I'Art
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4. ** I'Art de Tourner," the Art of Turning. Lyons, 1701

:

and repiibliOied in 1749. 5. There are alio two diirertations by

him, in the Journal des Savans, 1694, and that of Trevoux, to

prove, what is now well known, that the cochineal is an infeft.

It is faid that he left behind him drawings fufficient to m:ike

ten volumes :. they amounted in all 101400. Some of which

have been fince publi filed,

PLUTARCH [x
I,

n great philofopher and hiftorian of anti-

quity, who lived from the reign of Clatidius to that of Adrian,

was born at Chasronea, a fmall city of Boeotia in Greece, which

had alio been the birth-place of Pindar. Plutarch's family was

ancient in Cha^ronea : his grandfather Lamprias was a man emi-

nent for his learning, and a philofopher ; and is otten mentioned

by Plutarch in his writings, as is alfo his father. Plutarch was

initiated early in iludy, to which he was naturally inclined ; and

was placed under Ammonius an Egyptian, who, having taught

philofophy with reputation at Alexandria, thence travelled into

Greece, and fettled at Athens. Under this mafter, he made

great advances in knowledge ; and like a thorough philofopher,

more apt to regard things than words, he purfued this know-
ledge to the neglefl; of languages. The Roman language, at

that time, was not only the language of Rome, but of Greece

alfo ; and much more ufed there, than the French is now in

England. Yet he was fo far from regarding it then, that, as we
learn from himfelf, he did not become converfant in it till the

declenfion of his life ; and, though he is fuppofed to have refided

in Rome near forty years, at different times, he never feems

to have acquired a competent fkill in it.

After he was principled and grounded by Ammonius, he con-

fidered with himfelf, that a larger communication with the wife

and learned was yet necelfary for his accomplifhment; and there-

fore having a foul infatiable of knowledge, he refolved to travel.

Egypt was at that time, as formerly it had been, famous for

learning; and probably the myfterioufnefs of their do£lrine might
tempt him, as it had tempted Pythagoras and others, to go and
converfe with the priellhood of that country. This appears to

have been particularly his bufinefs, by his treatife **. Of His and
Oiiris," in which he fhews himfelf verfed in the ancient theo-

logy and philofophy of the wife men. From Egypt he returned

into Greece; and, vifiting in his way all the academies and
fchools of the philofophers, gathered from them many of thofe

obfervations with which he has abundantly enriched pofterity. He
does not feem to have been attached to any particular fed, bux

chofe from each of them whatever he thought excellent and
worthy to be regarded. He could not bear the paradoxes of the

[x] Viu Plutarchi per Rualdum. Fabrlcii Blblioth. Crjec. vol. iii.

U 3 Stoicsj.
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Stoics, but yet was more averfe to the impiety of the Epi-.

cureans: in many things he followeil Ariftotle ; but his favour-^

ites were Socrates and Plato, whofe memory he reverenced fo

highly, that he annually celebrated their birth-flays with much
folemnity, Befides this, he applied hlmfelf with extreme dili-

gence to coUeft, not only all books that were excellent in their

kind, but alfo all the fayings and obfervations of wife men,
xvhich he had heard in converfation, or had received from others

by tradition; and likewife to confult the records and public

inftruments preferved in cities which he had vifited in his travels.

He took a particular journey to Sparta, to fearch the archives

of that famous commonwealth, to underftand thoroughly the

model of their ancient government, the hiftory (^f their legifla-t'

tors, their king?, and their tphori ; and digefted all their memo-
rable deeds and fayings with fo much care, that he has not

omitted even thofe of their women. He took the fame methods
with regard to many other commonwealths ; anil thus was ena-

bled to leave in his works fuch obfervations upon men and man-
ners, as, in the opinion of Montaigne and Bayle in particular,

have rendered him the moll: valuable author of antiquity.

The circumftances of Plutarch's life are not known, and
therefore cannot be related with any exa6lnefs. He was mar-
ried, and his wife's name was Timoxena, as Rualdus conje6lures

with probability. He had feveral children, and among them two
fons, one called Plutarch after himfelf, the other Lamprias, in

memory of his grandfather. Lamprias was he, of all his chil-

dren, who feems to have inherited his father's philofophy; and
to him we owe the table or catalogue of Plutarch's writings, and,

perhaps alfo, his " Apophthegir.s." He had a nephew, Sextus

Chasroneus, who taught the emperor Marcus Aurelms the Greek
language, and was much honoured by him. Some think, that

the critic Longinus was of his family; and Apuleius, in the firfl

book of his Metamorphofes, affirms himfelf to be defcended

from him.

On what occafion, and at what time of his life, he went to

Rome, how long he lived there, and when he finally returned

to his cwn country, are all uncertain. It is probable, that the

fame of him went thither before him, not only becaufe he had
publifhed feveral of his works, but becaufe immediately upon
his arrival, as there is reafon to believe, he had a great refort of

the Roman nobility to hcur him : for he tells us himfelf, that he
was fo taken up in giving lectures of philofophy to the great men
of Rome, that he had not time to make himfelf mailer of the

Latin tongue, which is one of the firff things that would natu-

rally have engaged his attention. It appears, that he was feveral

times at Rome ; and perhaps one motive to his inhabiting there

was, the intimacy he had conlraded in fome of thefe journeys

with



PLUTARCH. 29s

'A-ith Soflius Scnecio, a great and worthy man, who had been

four times conful, and to whom Plutarch has dedicated many of

his Lives. But the great induceinent which carried him firft

to Rome was, undoubtedly, that which had carried him into fo

many other parts of the world ; namely, to make obfervations

upon men and manners, and to col!e6t materials for writing
•" The Lives of the Roman Worthies," in the fame manner as

he had already written thofe of the Grecian : and, accordingly,

he not only converfed with all the living, but fearched the records

of tlie Capitol, and of all the libraries. Not but, as we learn

from Suidas, he was intruded alfo with the management of

public affjiits in the empire, during his refidence in the metro-

polis: " Plutarch, "Tays he, *' lived in the time of Trajan, who
' ijeflowed on him the confular ornaments, and alfo caufed an
ed'iS. to be palfed, that the magiftrates or officers of Illyria

fliould do nothing in that province without his knowledge and
approbation.''

Wiien, and how, lie w^as made known to Trajan, is likewife

uncertain ; but it is generally fuppofed, that Trajan, a private

man when Plutarch firft came to Rome, was, among other nobi-

lity, one of his auditors. It is alfo fuppofed, that this wife

emperor made ufe of him in his councils ; fo that much of the

happinefs of his reign has been imputed to Plutarch. We are

equally at a lofs, concerning the time of his abode in the impe-

rial city: which, however, at different times, is not imagined to

fall much fhort of forty years. The defire of vifiting his native

country, fo natural to all men, and efpecially when growing old,

prevailed with him at length to leave Italy ^ and, at his return,

he was unanimoufly chofen archon or chief magiftrate of Ch^*>

ronea, and not long after admitted into the number of the Del-

phic Apollo's priefts. We have no particular account of his

death, either as to the manner of it, or the year; only it is

evident that he lived, and continued his ftudies, to an extreme

old age.

His works have been divided, and they admit of a tolerably

equal divifion, into '* Lives" and " Morals:" the former of which,

in his own eltimation, were to be preferred, as more noble than

the latter. His ftyle has been cenfured by fome perfons for

harflinefs and obfcurity, and he has alfo been criticized for fome

miftakes in Roman antiquities, and for a little partiality to the

Greeks. On the other hand, he has been juftly praifed, for the

copioufnefs of his fine fenfe and learning, for his integrity, and
for a certain air of goodnefs, vvhich appears in all he wrote.

His bufinefs was, not to pleafe the ear, but to inft ru6l and charm
the mind ; and in this none ever went beyond him. Treafures

of learning, wifdom, and hiftory, may be found in his writings

;

and no man can read them without infinite advantage to himfelf.

U 4 Some
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Some have affirmed his works to be a kind of library, and col-

leftion of all that was wifely faid and done among the ancient

Greeks and Romans: and if fo, the faying of Theodorns Gaza
is certainly to be applauded. This learned man, and great pre-

ceptor of the Greek tongue, at ihe revival of literature, having

this extravagant queftion put to him by a friend, namely, *' If

learning mud fuffer a general fhipwreck, and he have only his

choice of one author to be preferved, who that author fliould

ber" anfwered, " Pkitarch." This would then be certainly

right ; becaufe, in having him, he would have what was good

and excellent in them all.

The eulogiums given to Plutarch, by great^and learned m.en,

are innumerable ; it would be endlels to cite them. The Epi-

gram of Agathlas deferves to be remembered. This author

flourilhed about the year 500, and the verfes are extant in the

Anthologia : they are fuppofed to be written on a ftatue, eiefted

by the Romans to his memory. The following is Dryden's

tranOation of them :

*< Chaeronean Plutarch, to thy deathlefs praife

Does martial Rome this grateful ftatue raife :

Becaufe both Greece and ihe thy fame have fhar'd.

Their heroes written, and their lives compar'd.

But thou thyfelf could'll never write thy own ;

Their lives have parallels, but thine has none."

There are many editions of Plutarch's works. T hat of Rualdus

at Paris, 1624, with the verfion and notes of Xylander, two vols,

folio, was for fome time efteemed the heft. There is an elegant

edition of his " Lives," by Bryan, which was printed at London,

1724, in five volumes 4to. 1 he whole of his works was printed

colledlively, by Reifke, at Leipfic, in twelve volumes 8vo, with

many ufeful notes, and proper indexes. But a complete and

more critical edition is now begun at Oxford, under the learned

profelTor Wyttenbach, a Dutch critic, who has paft a great part

of his life in the ftudy of Plutarch. This is printed both in 4to

rind 8vo, and promiies to be an admirable edition. Plutarch's

works have been tranflated into French by Amiot, and into Eng-
lifn by feveral hands, under the care of Dryden, who wrote a
** Life of Plutarch," which is prefixed to the tranflation ; and of

which fome ufe has been made in the courfe of this memoir:
another tranflation of the Lives has fmce been publiflied by

Dr. Langhi)rne.

PLUVINEL (Antoine), a gentleman of Dauphiny, the firfl

^vho opened a fchool for riding the manege in France, which,
till then, could be learned only in Italy. He flourifhed in the

reign of Henry IV, who made him his chief mailer of the horfe,

and his chamberlain, befides which he lent him as an ambalfador

into
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5-nto Holland. He died at Paris in 1620, having prepared a
work, which was publifhed five years after, entitled " I'Art de

monter a cheval," folio, with plates. The figures are portraits,

by Crifpin de Pas.
' POCOCKE (Edward) [y], a mod learned Englifhman, and

famous particularly for his great fkill in the oriental languages,

was born at Oxford, Nov, 8, 1604. He was fent early to the

free-fchool of Thame in that county; and, at fourteen, enteredf^

a commoner of Magdalen-hall in Oxford, whence, about two
years after, he removed to Corpus Chrifti college. Befides the

ufual academical courfes, which he purfued with much diligence,

he read very carefully the beft Greek and Roman writers : but,

applying himfclf afterwards to the eaftern languages, that branch
of learning proved fo agreeable to hi,m, that it became the chief
objed of his Ifiidies during the reft of his life. He took his

bachelor of arts degree in 1622, and his mafter's in 1626 ; and,
Lud. de Dieu publilliing a Syriac verfion of the " Apocalypfe"
at Leyden the following year, Pococke, after his example, began
to prepare thofe four *' Epiftles," which were IHII wanting to

a complete edition of the New Teftament in that language.
Thefe Epiftles were, the fecond of Peter, fecond and third of
John, and that of Jude. All the other books, except thefe five,

had been well printed by Albertus Widmanlladius, at Vienna,
in 1555; who was fent into the weft for that purpofe by Ignatius,

the Jacobite patriarch of Antioch, in the i6th century. Having
met with a manufcript in the Bodleian library, proper to his

purpofe, he engaged in this work, and finifhed it ; but laid it by,
not having the courage to publifh it, till the fame of it, in 1629,
brought him into the acquaintance of Gerard VolFuis : who,
being then at Oxford, obtained his confent to carry it to Ley-
den, where it was printed that year, in 4to, under the imme-
diate care and infpeition of L. de Dieu.

The fame year, he was ordained prieft, having entered into

deacon's orders fome time before ; and, being appointed chap-
lain to the Englifh fadlory at Aleppo, by the intereft of Selden,

as appears very probable, he arrived at that place, after a long
voyage, 0£l. 17, 1630. His fituation in the caft furniflied an
opportunity of accompHfhing his fkill in the Arabic tongue : and
he likewife endeavoured to get a farther infight, if poftible, into

the Hebrew ; but foon found it fruitlefs, the Jews there being
very illiterate. He alfo improved himfelf in the Ethiopia and
Syriac ; of which laft he made a grammar, with a praxis, for

his own ufe. Oft. 30, 1631, he received a commiflion from
Laud, then bifhop of London, to buy for him fuch ancient

[y] Life of Pococke prefixed to his theological works, in 2 vols. fol. 1740, by
Leonard Twells, D. D. Ath. Oxon. fiiograpbia Britannica.

Greek
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Greek coins, and fuch nnanufcripts, either in Greek or the

oriental languages, as he IhouUI judge moft proper for an uni-

verfity library; which commillion Pococke r-xecuted to the bed
of his power. In 1634, the plague raged liirioufly at Aleppo;
nvany of the merchants fled two days journey from the city, and
dwelt in tents upon the mountains : Pococke did not llir, yet

neither he nor any of the Englilh catched the inf -^tion. In

1636, he received a letter from Laud, then abp, < f Canterbury,

itatorming him of his deGgn to found an Arabic ledure at

Oxfyrd, and of naming him to the univerfity for his firfl pro-

fetlor: upon which agreeable news, he prefently fettled his

affairs at Aleppo, and took the firft opportunity of returning

home. On his arrival at Oxford this year, he took a bachelor

of divinity's degree in July, and entered on the profelTorihip in

Augult : the next year, however, when his friend Mr. John
Greaves concerted liis voyage to Egypt, it was thought expedient

by Laud, that Pococke (hould attend him to Conflantinople, in

order to perfect himfelf in the Arabic language, and to purchafe

more manufcripts. During his abode there, he became, for

fume time, chaplain to fir Peter Wych, then the Englilh ambaf-
fador to the Porte.

In 1639, he received feveral letters from his friends, and par-

ticularly from the archbilhop, prefling him to return home : and

accordingly, embarking in Auguff, 1640, he landed in Italy, and
paffed from thence to Paris. Here he met with Grotius, who
was then embaffador at the court of France from Sweden ; and

acquainted him with a defign he had, to tranflate his treatife

'* De veritate Chriltianae Religiojiis" into Arabic, in order to

promote the converfion of fome of the Mahometans. Grotius

was plcafed with, and encouraged the propofal ; while Pococke
did not fcruple to obferve to him fome things towards the end of

his book, which he could not approve: as, his advancing opinions,

which, though commonly charged by Chriftians upon Mahome-
tans, yet had no foundation in any of their authentic writings,

and were fuch as they themfelves were ready to difclaim. Gro-
tius was fo far from being difpleafed, that he heartily thanked

him for the freedom he had taken ; and gave him full leave, in

the verfjon he intended, to expunge and alter whatever he fhould

think fit. This work was publilhed in 1660, at the fole

expence of Mr. Boyle : Grotiuss introduction was left out,

and a new preface added by Pococke, Uiewing the defign of

the work, and giving fome account of the perfons to whom
it would be of uk. But the principal alterations are in the fixth

book againft Mahometanifm, where fome things are amended,

and others left out
;

particularly, the pretended miracle of the

dove flying to the ear of Mahomet ; as having no foundation

either in the writings or opinions of his followers : about which,

when
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when he difcourfed with Grotius [z], that learned man freely-

acknowledged, that he took the ftory only from our own writers,

efpecially from Scaliger, in his notes on Maniliiis.

On his return to London, Pocockehadthe misfortune to find the

archbilhop in tiie Tower, and the nation in fuch confufion, that

all his defigns in Arabic, and all the expectations entertained of
him, as the firft perfon in Europe for oriental learning, appeared

now to be at an end. In 1643, he was prefented by his college,

of which he had been made fellow in 1628, to the redory of

Childrev in Berklhire : and, the military Itate of Oxford render-

ing the duties of his profelforlhip impracticable, he retired to his

living, and difcharged the duties of a worthy parifh-prieft. He
did not efcape the common fate of the royalilts in thofe times:

the profits of his profelforlhip, after the death of Laud in 1644,
being feized by the feoueltrators, as part of the prelate's eftate.

His very extraordinary merit, howcvt-r, and amiable qualities

procured him friends on all fides, fo that in 1647, he was reltored

to the falary of his ledture by the intereft of Sclden ; and, to pre-

ferve him from the outrages of the foldiery, he obtained a pro-

ledlion under the hand and feal of general Fairfax, by the appli-

cation of Dr. George Ent. In 1648, at the recommendation of

Dr. Sheldon and Dr, Hammond, he was nominated Hebrew
profelfor at Oxford, with the canonry of Chrilf-church annexed
thereto, by the king, then a prifoner in the Ille of Wight; and
was loon after voted into the fame ledlure by the committee of
parliament ; but ejected from his canonry the year after, for not

iubfcribing the engagement.

In the midft of thefe perfecutions, he not only continued to

read his lediures with the fame diligence as before, but alfo pub-
lilhed this year his *• Specimen hiltorias Arabum." It is a ihort

<lifcourfe in Arabic, with a Latin tranflation and notes by him;
to which is added, an *' tlenchus fcriptorum Arabicorum.'*

The difcourfe itfelf is taken out of the general hiftory of Gregory
Abul Faraijns ; and Pococke's notes are a coUeftion of various

things relating to thefe matters, out of more than an hundred
Arabic manufcripts. Selden was extremely pleafcd with this

work ; and Prideaux, in his *' Life of Mahomet," has made very

honourable mention of it. Simon Ockley, Arabic profeifor at

Cambridge, writes thus of it: *' Specimen hilloris Arabum,
opus vere aureum Cl. Pocockii fludio eleboratum. Dignus eft

hie liber, qui facpius legatur ; eft enim quail clavis ad quolcunque
authores Arabicos intelligendos perquam necelfaria.'' [a] Adrian
Ti.eland has alfo thefe words relating to it : " In fpecimine hif-

l4
Pococke's notes in Specim. Hift. Arabum, pag. 1S6.

Inctod ad ling, orient, p. 147. Cant. 1706. izmo.—De rellg. Mahommed..p. 86.

toriae
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torise Arabum, quo nemo carere potefl, cui literas Arabics ia

deliciis fimt."

In 1650, a vote was paflTed, to deprive him of his ledlures,

and to turn him out of the univerfity ; but he was faved from
the eife6l of it by the intercellion of a great part of that body,

ahnoft all of whom had been placed there by the parliament.

In 1652, he was one of thofe concerned in preparing the in-

tended edition of the Polyglott Bible. In 1654, the famous
Golius, Arabic profeiror at Leyden, pnblifhing his Arabic

Lexicon, fent Pococke a copy of it, with this infcription :

" Virtute atque doftrina eximio ac praeclaro viro domino Edw.
Pococke, literaturas Orientalis peritia nulli fecundo." The
Berkfhire committee of the commiflioners for ejeiting fcan-

dalous minillers entered a profecution againll: him, with a delign

to ejecl him from his living of Childrey, for ignorance and

infufficiency! but he v/as fheltered from the fury of that ilorm

by the learned In''ependent, Dr. John Owen. Owen, being a

commillioner himfelf under the fame aft, proceeded with fome
warmth to make them fenfible of the infinite contempt they

would incur, when it fliould be faid, that they had turned out a

man for infufficiency, whom all the learned, not of England

only, but of all Europe, fo juilly admired for his vaft know-
ledge and extraordinary accomplifhments ; and, by entering his

protefl againft fo ftrange a proceeding, put a flop to the affair.

In 1655, he publifhed his " Porta Mofis ;" a work contain-

ing fix prefatory difcourfes of Maimonides, which relate, in a

very clear method, the hiflory and nature of the Talmud, and

the Jewifh faith and difcipline. The original was written in

Arabic, but, as was ufual among the Jews, exprelTed in Hebrew
charafters. He added a Latin tranllation, and a verv large

appendix of mifcellaneous notes. It was printed at Oxford,

and was the firft fruits of the Hebrew prefs there. In 1658,
he publilTied, " The Annals of Eutychius," in purfuance of a

promife he had made fome years before to Selden. In 1659,
when the fecluded members of the houfe of commons were
reftored to their feats in parliament, he was, by the intereit of
Dr. Wallis, who had always been his friend, reftored to his

canonry ot Chrilt-church ; in v/hich he was firmly fixed the

year after, at the return of the king. Being now reinftated at

Oxford, he took his dodor of divinity's degree ; and continued

afterwards to difcharge the duties of both his ledhires, and to

give the world, to the end of his life, new proofs of his unri-

valled fkill in oriental learning. He was confulted by all the

moft learned men in Europe : by Hornius, Alting, Hottinger,

Golius, from abroad ; and by Cndworth, Boyle, Harnmond,
Caftle, at home. In 1663, he publifhed at Oxford, *' Gregorii

Abul Farajii hiltoria Dynalliarum," 4to. This is a compen-
dium
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dium of the general hiftory of the world, from the creation to
his own time, i. e. about the end of the thirteenth century; and
is divided into ten dynaflies.

Some time after, Fell, dean of Chrifl-church, having con-
certed a fcheme for a " Commentary upon the Old Tefta-
ment," to be written by fome learned perfons in that univerfity,

engaged Pococke to take a Ihare. This gave occafion to his
** Commentaries upon Micah and Malachi,"publifhed in 1677;
after which he finilhed thofe upon Hofca and Joel, publifhed
in 1691. Kis "commentary upon Hofea" is rather large;
occafioned by the repeated attempts of Ifaac Voflius to depre-
ciate the Hebrew text, which Pococke defends with great
learning. Thefe " Commentaries," wath the *' Porta Mofis,"
were republilhed in 1740, 2 vols, folio, by Leonard Twells,
D. D. who prefixed a Life of the author, from which this
account is taken. Dr. Pococke died, Sept. 10, 1691, in his
eighty-feventh year ; and was interred in the cathedral of
Chrilt-church, where a monument, with an infcription, is

ereded to his memory. In his perfon, he was of a middle
flature, and flender ; his hair and eyes black ; his complexion
frefti ; his look lively and chearful ; and his conftitution found
and healthy. In his converfation he was free, open, and affa-

ble ; retaining, even to the laft, the brifknefs and facetioufnefs

of youth. His temper was modeft, humble, fmcere ; and his

charity brought fuch numbers of neceiTitous obje6ls to him, that
dean Fell ufed to tell him complainingiy, " that he drev/ ail

the poor of Oxford into the college." As to his intelle6lual

accomplilhrnents, beiides other learning, he wa& profoundly
fkilled in the Hebrew, Arabic, and Syriac tongues; was well
acquainted with the Perfic, Samaritan, Ethiopic, Coptic, and
Turkilh ; and not a Ifranger to the Italian and Spanilli. Irt

Greek and Latin he was, fay his friends, critically converfant;

his ftyle in Englilh clear and cxpreiTive, but not polilhed ; his

Latin ftyle not only proper and perfpicuous, but written with
fome degree of elegance. The great objedt of his ambition
and labours, throughout a long life, was the promotion of
Oriental literature: but, unluckily for him, that kind of learn-

ing, which had been in the higheft efteem for feveral years
before the Reftoration, fell into a general neglecl for many years
after. At Cambridge alfo, where Dr. Caftell was fettled in

the Arabic profeiforlbip in 1666, though he was heard very
well at firft, yet his lectures in a little time grew to be fo

much negle6ted, that once, when he was to read the next
day, being then in a pleafant mood, he affixed a paper upon
the door of the public fchool, with thefe words; '' Piasledor
Lnguse Arabica^ eras ibit in defertum."

3 }h
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He had married in 1646, while he was refident upon his

living in Berkfliire; and had nine children. We have only
an account of his eldeft Ton Edward Pococke, who, under
his father's diredbion, publifhed, in 167 1, 410, with a Latin
tranflation, an Arabic work, entitled, ** Philofophus Auto-
didaftus; five, Epiftola Abu Jaafar Ebn Tophail de Hai Ebn
Yokdhan. In qua oftenditur, quomodo ex inferiorum con-
templatione ad fuperiorum notitiam ratio huinana afcendere

pollit." In 1711, Simon Ockley publifhed an Englifh tranf-

lation of this book, under the title of, " The Improve-
ment of Human Reafon, exhibited in the Life of Hai Ebn
Yokdhan, &c." 8vo; and dedicated it to Mr. Pococke, then

reftor of Minal in Wiltshire. Mr. Pococke had alfo prepared

an Arabic hiftory, with a Latin verfion, and put to it the prefs

at Oxford ; but not being worked off" Avhen his father died, he
withdrew it, upon a difguft at not fucceeding his father in the

Hebrew profefl'orfiiip. The copy, as much ot it as was printed,

and the manufcript hiftory, were, in 1740, in the hands of

Mr. Pococke's fon, then reiStor of Minal.

POCOCKE (Richard), D. D. (who was diftantly related

to the learned Orientalifl Dr. Edward Pococke [b], being fon of

Mr. Richard Pococke, fequeftrator of the church of All-faints

in Southampton, and head mafter of the free-fchool there, by
the only daughter of the Rev. Mr. Ifaac Milles, minifter of

Highcleer in Hampfhire) [c], was born at Southainpton in

1704. He received his fchool-learning there, and his acade-

mical education at Corpus-Chrifti college, Oxford ; took his

degree of LL. B. May 5, T731; and that of LL. D. (being

then precentor of Lifmore) June 28, 1733 ; together with Dr.

Seeker, then redtor of St. James's, and afterwards archbifhop

of Canterbury. He began his travels into the Eaft in 1737,
and returned in 1742, and was made precentor of Waterford

in 1744. In 1743, he publifhed the Hrft part of thofe travels,

under the title of *' A Defcription of the Eaft, and of fome
other Countries, vol. i. Obfervatlons on Egypt." In 1745 he

printed the fecond volume imder the fame title, *' Obfervations

on PalsE'ftine, or the Holy Land, Syria, Mefopotamia, Cyprus,

and Candia," which he dedicated to the earl of Chefterfield,

then made lord-lieutenant of Ireland; attended his lordfliip

thither as one of his domeftic chaplains, and was foon after

appointed by his lordfiiip archdeacon of Dublin. In March,

1756, he was promoted by the duke of Devonftiire (then lord-

[b] Anecdotes of Bow/er, by Nichols, died in 1740. The fecond, Teremiah,.

p. 271. -> was fellow and tutor of Baliol-coUege, who
[c] Of Mr. Ifaac Milies's three fons, , prefented him, in 1705, to the reiftory of

the elded, Thomas, was appointed Greek Duhmar Loo, in Cornwall. The third,

profefwr at Oxford, in 1706, and b;iliup of Jfaac, wa^ treafurer of Waterford in I7i4»

Wiiterford and Lifmorcj in 1708, whcie he and treafurer of Lifmore cathedra! in 1717.

lieutenant)
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lieutenant) to the bifhopric of Oflbry, vacant by the death of
Dr. Edward Maurice. He was tranflated by the king's letter

from OiFory to Elphin, in June, 1765, bifliop Gore oF Elphin

being then promoted to Meath ; but bifhop Gore finding a great

fum was to be paid to his prcdeceflor's executors for the houfe

at Ardbraceon, declined taking out his patent j and therefore

biihop Pococke in July, was tranOated by the duke of North-
umberland diredly to the fee of Meath, and died in the month
of September the fame year, fuddenly, of an apopledl^ic ftroke,

while he was in the courfe of his vifitation [dJ —See an eulo-

gium of his Defcription of 1" gypt, in a work entitled " PauH
Ernefti Jablonflci Pantheon ^gyptiorum, Pracfat. ad part iii."

He penetrated no further up the Nile than to Phils, now Gieuret
Ell Hiereff; whereas Mr. Norden in 1737, went as far as Derri,

between the two cataradls. The two travellers are fuppofed to

have met on the Nile, in the neighbourhood of Efnay, in Jan.
I738{]e]. But the fad, as Dr. Pococke told fome of his

friends was, that being on his return, not knowing that Mr,
Norden was gone up, he palfed by him in the night, without
having the pleafure of feeing him. There was an admirable
whole length of the bifhop, in a Turkifh drefs, painted by
Liotard, in the polfellion of the late Dr. Milles, dean of Ex-
eter, his firft coufin. He was a great traveller, and vifited

other places befides the Eaft. His defcription of a rock on the

weft-fide of Dunbar harbour in Scotland, refembling the

Giants Caufeway, is in the Philof. Tranf. vol. Iii. art. 17. and
in Archaeologia, vol. ii. p. 32. his account of fome anti-

quities found in Ireland. " When travelling through Scotland

(w^here he preached feveral times to crouded congregations), he
flopped at Dingwal, and faid he was much ftruck and pleafed

with its appearance; for the fituation of it brought Jerufalem
to his remembrance, and he pointed out the hill which refem-
bled Calvary." The fame fimilitude was obferved by him In

regard to Dartmouth. He preached a fermon in 1761 for

the benefit of the Magdalen charity in London, and one m
1762 before the incorporated Society in Dublin.

Among the MS. treafures in the Britilh Mufeum, are feveral

volumes (48 11—4827) the gift of biftiop Pococke; viz. '* Mi-
nutes and Regifters of the Philofophical Society of Dublin,
from 1683 to 1687, with a copy of the papers read before
them ;" and *' Regifters of the Philofophical Society of Dublin,
from Aug. 14, 1707, with copies of fome of thefe papers read
before them ;" alfo *' Several Extrads taken out of the Records
in Birmingham's Tower;" "An Account of the Francifcan
Abbeys, tioufes, and Friaries, in Ireland," ike. &c.

[d] His coUeftion of antiquities and foffils was fold by Mefl*. Langford, June 5, ami
6, 1766. [j] Nordeu's Travels, EngliOi edit. %vo, p. 188,

POGGIO
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POGGIO BRACCIOLINI, a man of grekt talents and
learning, who flourished at the time when learning was
reviving in Europe, and himfelf contributed not a little to

it, was defcended from a family of good rank, and born in

1380 at Terranuova, a town in the territories of Florence.

He was fent to Florence in 1398 []f], and there learned

Latin under John of Ravenna, and Greek of Emanuel Chry-
foloras. It appears from one of his letters, that he applied

himfelf alfo afterwards to Hebrew ; which confutes the opinion

of Huetius and others, who have faid that the Hebrew lan-

guage was not cultivated in Italy, till after the fourteenth and
fifteenth centuries. His education being finifhed, he went to

Rome, under the pontificate of Boniface IX. and was taken

into the fervice of the cardinal de Bari, who was Ludolf Mar-
ramoro, a Neapolitan. Afterwards he had the place of writer

of the apoftolic letters, which he held ten years ; and then was
made fecretary to the pope, in which office he continued forty

years.

In 1414, while the council of Conftance was fitting, fome
cardinals and nobles of Rome fent him to that place, in fearch

of ancient authors: and he executed his commiflion fo well,

that there, and in the parts adjacent, he found a confiderable

number. Quintilian was among them, and was difcovered at

the bottom of a tower in the monaftery of St. Gal, about

twenty miles from the city of Conftance. Silius Italicus was
found at the fame time and place. Poggio afterwards travelled

to England, and ftayed fome time in London : he vifited the

monafteries here, in hopes of finding fome ancient manufcripts,

but was not fo fuccefsful as in Germany. Some fay, that pope

Martin V. fent him alfo to Hungary ; but the circumftances

of this journey are no where related. They add, that he was
afterwards a long time at Bologna and Ferrara : and there is

reafon to think, that he was toifed about fome years from
place to place by the troubles of the times; for he himfelf

almoft informs us fo, in his dialogue " De infelicitate prin-

cipum."
He determined at length to fettle and to marry. He had

already three fons by a miftrefs, though he was an eccleliaftic

;

and he excufes himfelf jocularly upon this head, in one of his

letters to cardinal Julian of St. Angelo: ** You fay that I have

fons, which is not lawful for a cleric ; and without a wife,

which does not become a laic. I may anfwer, that I have

fons, which is fitting for laics ; and without a wife, which
from the beginning of the world has been the cuftom of clerics:

but I will not defend my failings by any excufcr" Take the

[r] Niceron, mem. &c. torn. ix.

originat,.
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origIn:\l, as a fpecimen of nis Latin :
" AfTeris me habere filios,

quod clerico mm licet : fine uxore, quod laicum non decet, Pof-

fum refpondere, habere filios me, quod laicis expedit ; &c fine uxore,

qui elt mos clericorum ab orbis exordio obfervatus: fed nolo er-

rata mea ulla excufatione tueri." He married a Florentine lady

in 143!;, when he was fifty-four, who was young, beautiful, and
of an ilhiftrious and ancient family, but not a large fortune : he
took her to Rome, and had feveral children by her.

He continued flill in his office of apoftulic fecretary, which
he held under feven popes, including the fpace of forty years.

Notwithflanding this, he was not rich; and we find him com-
plaining of his circumflances, efpecially now his family was
increafed, in fome of his letters. In 1453, the place of fecre-

tary to the republic of Florence w^as offered him, and he ac-

cepted it with pleafure: quitting Rome, though not without

reluctance, on account of the friends he left behind him. Though
he was full feventy-two, he applied himfelf to ftudy more in-

tenfely than ever: and in that laft period of his life, though he
had an employment which took up much of his time, compofed
the mofl ceniiderable of his works. His love of retirement

induced him to build a country-houfe near Florence, which he
called his academy, and in which he took much delight. He
always fpent the fummer at that houfe, and, indeed never was
quite fatisfied, when he was not there. It is faid, that he fold

a copy of Livy, fairly written with his own hand, m order to

purchafe this cflate[GJ. Some have imagined, that his " Hif-

tory of Florence" was written there. He died at this villa in.

1459, aged feventy-nine, and left a wife and fix children.

Five of them were fons, and became all diftinguifhed by their

abilities. John Francis, the youngeft, was much efleemed by
Leo X. who made him his fecretary

j
h]. Some have given

the name of John Francis to Poggius himfelf, as others have

that of Charles ; but his real name was Poggio di Guccio Brac-«

ciolini, his father's name being Guccio, and Bracciolini that

of his family.

Poggio appears by his works to have had a great pafHon for let-

ters, and as great a regard for thofe that cultivated them. He
excelled in Greek and Latin literature, and was one of the prin-

cipal reftorers of it. His purfuits were not confined to profane

antiquity: we fee by his quotations, that he was verfed in eccle-

fiaftical hiftory, and the fathers, and efpecially in the writings

of Chryfollom and Auguflin. He did not meddle much with
poetry ; for he feems to have had no talent that way, if we
may judge by an epitaph upon his mafler Chryfoloras, which
is very indifferent. He was eloquent, however, and his flyle

[g] Bayle's Di£t. in PanormitAj note F. [h] Blount's Cenfura autjiorein.

Vol. XII. X is
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is generally approved: Cicero was his model, and he did not
imitate him amifs. He is reputed to have been a good
man in the main, and to have acquitted himfelf well in the
fcveral provinces of citizen, father, hufband, and friend. He
had a particular diflike to avarice, and wrote againit it. He re-

garded the love of money as a low paffion, and unworthy of a
man ; and was often repeating this fentence of Publius Syrus,

Dejunt inopi<£ viulta. avaritia omnia: " A poor man wants many
things, a covetous man all things." He had not ambition
enough to pufh himfelf on, although he was in the road of
fortune. He was difinterefted, open, communicative, and,

what cannot be faid of every learned man, fingularly modeft.

Yet thefe good qualities were tarnifhed, fuch is the condition

ftf humanity, v/ith fome that were not fo good. The children

he had in his fingle date fhew, that he had a paffion for women
;

and the obfcenities he published in a work called *' Facetiae,"

which may be confidered as the firft Ana, or colleilion of bon
mots, fhew farther, that he did not entertain this paffion with

Z fpirit fufficiently manly. He was alfo fubjedl to anger; and
this anger vented itfelf in the fevereft farcafms and the moft
biting ftyle, as appears from many of his works. Paul Jovius
relates [i], that he once received fome blows from Georgius
Trapezuntius, on account of ill language which he had given

hiin ; and he wrote a terrible inve6live againft Laurentius

Valla, who had criticized his Latinity as not fufficiently pure.

Letters, however, were infinitely obliged to him'' on feveral

accounts. He was the firfl who brought to light feveral authors

of antiquity ; of whom Qi^iintilian and Silius Italicus have
been mentioned already. Add to thefe ** Tertullian,' ** Af-
conius's Commentary upon eight Orations of Cicero;" *' Lu-
cretius;" ** Ammianus Marcellinus:" although none of the

editors have done him the honour to mention it ; " Manilius,"
the firfl edition of which was printed from Poggio's manu-
fcript at Bologna in 1474, though not, as Fabricius has erro-

neoufly faid, by Poggio himfelf, %vho died fome years before
;

** L. Septimius," the fuppofed author of the verllon of the

fpurious " Phrygian Dares;" the three firft books of ** Valerius

Flaccus;" ** Caper," '* Entychus," and Probus," three ancient

grammarians; ** Cicero de finibus," and *' De legibusj" and
his orations, " Pro Ca^cina, De lege Agraria, Ad populura
contra legem Agrariam, In Lucium Pifonem, Pro Rabirio

Pifone, Pro Rabirio, Pro Rolcio Comoedo," and another whofe
title we know not, for he himfelf mentions eight in his book
** De infelicitate principum ;" part of " Columella ; and " Fron-
tinus de aquaedudibus." This was doing great fervice to the

[1] InElog.

republic
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republic of letters. He farther publiflied a number of works

of his own, and made feme Latin verfions of ancient Greek

authors, of '* Diodorus Siculus," and *' Xenophon's Cyropas-

dia," in particular. His own works have been colleded, and

often printed. They confill of *' iVIoral Pieces, Orations, Let-

ters," and " An Hiftory of Florence from 1350 to I455,"

which is the moil confiderable of them. Machiavel, in the

introduftion to his *' Hiftory of Florence," gives a general good

charafter of Poggio's Hiftory: he calls Poggio an excel-

lent hiftorian, and reprefents him as accurate enough in his

accounts of the Florentine wars and foreign negociations;

but blames him for either faying nothing at all of their civil

diiTentions, which he thinks the moft edifying part of hiftory,

or relating them fo briefly and abruptly, as to yield neither

benefit nor amufement to a reader. This partiality to his

country, for fuch it has been called, gave occafion to this epi-

gram of Sannazarius

:

" Dum patriam laudat, damnat dum Poggius hoftem.

Nee malus eft civis, nee bonus hiftoricus.*'

The following paiTage of Erafmus fuggefts a moft unfavour-^

able notion of Poggio: ** Poggio, rabula adeo indo61us, ut,

ctiamfi vacaret obfccenitate, tamen indignus eflet qui legeretur;

adeo autem obfcoenus, ut, etiamft doftiffimus fuiilet, tamen
elfet a bonis viris rejiciendus." But we muft fuggeft a caution,

that a judgement be not formed either of Poggio himfelf, or

even of what Erafmus thought of him, from this detached

palTage in Blount's Cenfura authorum. This inve6live of

Erafmus againft Poggio was in behalf of his favourite Lau-
rentius Valla ; whofe writings, it feems, were negle6t d and

unread, while thofe of Poggius were in every body's hands

[k]. Obferve what immediately follows the palfage juft

quoted: *' Hie, inquam, talis, ut homo candidus fcilicet, fine-

invidia paftim habetur in manibus, ledlitatur in nullam non
linguam transfufus: Laurentius neque obfcoenus, et centuplo

doaior, laborat invidia mordacitatis, atque, ut bos cornupeta,

vitatur; etiam ab his, qui fcripta hominis nunquam legerunt."

We have elfewhere near a page of inve6live againft Poggio:

but it is purely in favour of Valla, whom Erafmus thought

greatly injured by Poggio, in that abufive piece which he wrote

againft him, for having juftly criticized his Latin. Poggio,

it is certain, had great imperfeftions and blemifhes, as well in

his life as in his writings: but it is as certain, that Erafmus was
not always juft and candid in his cenfures, and more efpecially

when he was irritated.

£ic.] Erafmi Opera, vol. iii. Epiii. 103. L. B. X706.

X 2 POILLY
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POILLY (Francis), a French engraver, born at Abbeville

in 1622, and bred under Pierre Duret. He completed his

knowledge of his art by a long refidence at Rome ; and on his

return to Paris, diftinguiflied himfelf by many capital works
from pidlures of fiicred and profane hillory, and portraits of

various fizes. Louis XIV. made him his engraver in ordinary, in

1664, exprefsly on account of his merit, and the works he had

publifhed in Italy, as well as in France. He drew as fKilfully

as he engraved. Precifion, neatnefs, and foftnefs, are the cha-

racleriltics of his plates^ and it is recorded to his honour, that

lie never degraded his abilities by engraving any fubjeil of an

immoral kind. He died in 1693. •^'^ brother Nicolas, who
was alfo an able engraver, furvived him only three years; and

both left fons, who applied their talents to painting and en-

graving.

POINSINET (Antoine, Alexandre, Henrij, a French
dramatic writer of the fecond rate, whofe pieces, being chiefly

operas, are thought to have fucceeded rather by means of the

mudc, than from their intrinfic merit. He was born at Fon-
tainbleau in I735> of a family attached to the fervice of the

houfe of Orleans. His mofl: fuccefsful pieces were, *' Gilles

gar^on Peintre," ** Sancho Panca," " The Sorcerer," ** Tom
Jones," and " Ernelinde, or Sandomir," a lyric tragedy, in five

ads. '* Le Cercle," or the evening alamode, a comedy in one

n6\, was thought not to be his own. " He was not," faid fom.e

critics, " fufficiently admitted into a certain clafs of fociety to

paint their manners (o well." ** If fo," replied the abbe Voi-

fenon, " he has certainly liftened at the door with great fuccei's."

Poinfinet was fond of travelling. In 1760 he went over

Italy ; and in 1769 vifited Spain, hopeing to introduce the tafte

for the Italian mufic, and the ballad airs of the French into that

country, but was unfortunately drowned, the fame year, in the

Guadalquivir. He certainly was not devoid of talents, and had

that extreme funplicity which has fometimes been found united

to thofe of an higher order. The wits who knew him made
him believe whatever they chofc. They fent him falfe aflign-

ations from ladies of quality, who they faid were in love with

him, and he always fell into the fnare. They even went fo

far as to keep him iix months employed in learning Ruflian, as

he thought, in order to be admitted of the academy of Peterf-

burg; and at the end of the time he found he had only been

ftudying the ias Breton. He was a member of the Italian

academy of the Arcadi, and of that of Dijon.

POIRET (Peter), famous only for his love of myfticifm

and enthufiafm, and his writings conformable to thofe fentiments,

was born at Metz in 1646, and educated at Bale in Switzer-

land, in the college of Erafmus. His father, who was a fword-

cutler.
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cutler, would have brought him up as a fculptor, but he had

more tafte for the dead languages, philofophy, and theology,

and applied himfelf to them. He became a minifter at HeideU

burg, in 1668, and at Anvveil obtained a flmilar fituation iri

1674. Here it was that he met with ihe works of the myfticai

writers, with which, particularly with thofe of madaine Bou-

rignon, he became to the utinolt intatnatcd. Madame Guyon
was another of his favourites, and he determined to live accord-

ing to their maxims. Towards the end of life he retired to

Reinfberg in Holland, where he died in May, 1719, at the age

of feventy-thrce. His works are all of the mylUcal kind :

I. " Cogitationcs rationales de Deo." 2. " L'cecoiiomie Di-
vine," in 7 vols. 8vo, 1687, in v/hich all the notions of Bou-
rignon are repeated. 3. " La Paix dcs bonne Ames." 4. " Les

Principes folides de la Religion Chretienne," i2mo. 5. " The-
ologie du Coeur," 2 vols. i2mo. 6. He publiihcd alfo a com-
plete edition of the works of mad. Bourignon, in 21 vols. 8vo,

with a life of that pious enthuiiall. 7. An attempt to att;ick

Defcartes, in a treatife, " de Eruditione tripiici," in 2 vol?.

4to, reprinted at Amfterdam in 1707. This being direded

againft Defcartes, has been compared to the attack of the viper

upon the file. It contains, hovvever, fome good obfervations.

POLE (Reginald), cardinal, and archbiiliop of Canterbury,

was defcended from royal blood, being a younger fon of fir Richard

Pole, lord Montague, coullrOgerman to Henry VIL and Margaret,

daughter of George duke of Clarence, younger brother to king

Edward IV. [lI. He was born, according to Camden, in 1500,
at Stoverton-calilein Worcefterihire; and, at feven years of age,

was fent to be inftru&ed in grammar by the Carthuiians, in the

monaftery at Shene, near Richmond in Surrey. At twelve, he

became a noblemaa of Magdalen-college in Oxford; where the

famous Linacre and William Latimjer, the two great mailers in

thofe times <sf the Greek and Latin languages, were his chief pre-

ceptors. Pie took a bachelor of arts degree at fifteen, and entered

into deacon's orders; and in 1517, the year that Luther b'-.jan to

preach againll indulgences, was made a prebendary of Salii-

bury ; to which the deanery of Exeter, and other preferments

were foon after added, by the bouniy of his relation Henry VHL
whodireeled that he fhould be bred to the church, with a defign

to raife him to the highelt dignities in it.

pole being now nineteen, and having laid a good ground-
work of learning at Oxford, it was determined to fend him,
by way of completing his education, to Italy ; for which a fup-

port fuitable to his rank was provided by the king, who allowed

[t] .A then. Oxon. vol. 1. Viu Rcginaldi PoU, 1^90, Syo. Britannia, under
Staffordftiie.

X 3 him
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him a large yearly penfion, befides the profits of his dignitres.

On his arrival, he vifued feveral univerfities, and then hxed at

Padua, where he entered into familiarity with Leonicus, a great

philofopher ?nd Grecian, Longolius, Bembus, and Lupfet, a
learned Englifh .lan. Thefe were his makers, whom he con-
llantly ufed : and they have told us, how he became the delight

of that part of the world, for his learning, politnefs, and piety.

From Padua he went to Venice, where he continued f ^r fome
time, and then vifitcd other parts of Italy. Having fpent five

years abroad, he was recalled home ; but being defirous to fee

the jubilee, which was celebrated this year at Rom.e, he went to

that city ; whence, pafling by Florence, he returned to England,
where he arrived about the end of 1525.
He was received by the king, queen, court, and all the no-

bility, with great afFedion and honour ^ and much carefled, not

only for his learning, but for the fweetnefs of his nature, and
politenefs of his manners. Devotion, however, and Itudy, being,

what he folely delighted in, he retired to his old habitation among
the Carthufians at Shene, where he fpent two years in the free

enjoyment of thefe advantages. Then Henry VIII. began to

raife doubts concerning the lawfulnefs of his marriage with Ca-
tharine of Spain, in order to obtain a divorce; and Pole, forefeeing

the troubles confequent upon this, and how deeply he muit of

iieceflity be involved in them, refolved to withdraw, and obtained

leave of his majefty to go to Paris, ^ere he continued in quiet,

till the king, profecuting the affair of the divorce, and fending

to the moit famous univerfities in Europe for their opinion upon
the illegitimacy of his marriage, commanded him to concur wiih
his agents in procuring the fubfcriptions and feal of that of Paris.

Pole left the affair to the commiffioners ; excufing himfelf to the

Icing, as unfit for the employment, fince his ftudies had Iain another

way. Henry was angry; upon which Pole reiurned to England,

in order to pacify him, and then retired to Shene, where he con-

tinued two years. Henry, at length perceiving that the court of

Rorne refolved to oppofe the affair of the divorce, conceived a

refolution to (hake off their authority, and to rely upon his own
fubje6ls. Pole was prelTed again, and repaired to the king,

with a defign to give him fatisfafiion ; but, his confcience check-

iug him the moment he was about to fpeak, he could not utter

a word. The extremity then infpired him with courage; and

quitting his former purpofe, he fpoke point-blank againft the

divorce. The king, highly enraged, laid his hand upon his

poniard, with a defign to kill him ; but was overcome by the

Timplicity and fubmiflion of his kinfman's addrefs, and difmided

him in tolerable temper. Pole, however, apprehenfive of fur-

ther danger, thought it prudent to withdraw, and got his m.a-

jefty's
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jefty's leave to travel again, who was fo fatisfied with his inten-

tions, that he continued his pcnfion for fome time.

The firrt: place he went to was Avignon, in the province of

Narbonne in France. This town was under the pope's jurif*

didion, and Pole continued there unmolefted for a year ; but,

the air not agreeing with his conllitution, he left it, and went

to Padua. In this beloved univerfity he fixed his refidence a

fccond time, making excurfions now and then to Venice ; and

devoted himfelf to (hidy, and the converfation of the learned.

He contra6led acquaintance with feveral eminent perfons ; among
whom was Gafpar Contareni, afterwards a cardinal, and Peter

CarafFa, afterwards the turbulent pope Paul IV. and an enemy
to Pole. But there were none fo familiar with him, as a noble

Venetian called Aloifius Priuli. He was a perfon of Angular

worth and integrity; and the friendfhip now begun between

them ended not but with the death of Pole. Thus the days

palfed very agreeably in Italy, while frelh troubles were rifing

in England. Henry had not only divorced Catharine, but mar-

ried Anne Boleyne, and refolved to throw off the papal yoke,

and alfert his right to the fupremacy, with the title of Supreme
head of the church. To this end he procured a book to be

written in defence of that title, by Sampfon, bifhop of Chi-

, chefter, which he immediately fent for Pole's confirmation, who
would willingly have deferred his anfwer: but Henry not ad-

mitting this, Pole, taking courage from the fecurity of the

Pope's protedion, not only difapp roved the king's divorce, and
•feparation from the apoftolic fee, in anfwer for the prefcnt, but

fliortly after drew up his piece, " Pro unitate ecclefiaftica," and
fent it to Henry. Henry, difpleafed with Pole, under pretence

of wanting fome palTages to be explained, fent for him to Eng-
land : but Pole, aware that to deny the king's fupremacy, which
was the principal fcope of his book, was high treafon there,

and confidering the fate of More and Fiiher, refufed to obey
the call. The king therefore refolved to keep meafures with

him no longer; and accordingly his pcnfion was withdrawn, he

was ftripped of all his dignities in England, and an a£l of at-

tainder parted againft him.

He vvas abundantly compenfated for thefe loflfes and fufFer-

ings by the bounty of 4he pope and emperor. He had been
created a cardinal, in January, 1536, and foon after was fent

by the pope with the charader of nuncio both to France and
Flanders; that, being near England, he might hold correfpond-

ence with the Catholics there, in order to keep them ftedfaft in

the faith. At Paris he was received very honourably by the

king, but did not ftay long there ; for Henry being iiifurmed of
it, fent to demand him of the French monarch ; and after-

wards, by fetting a price upon his head, and employing all

X 4 means
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means to catch him, fo drove him fiom place to place, that

Pole was forced at length to take refuge in Rf))Tie. His book
*'. Pro unitate ecclefialHca," was publiflied in that city in 1536; 1

and though, as Burnet fays, ** it was more efteenied for the high

quality of the author, than for any found reafoning in it," yet i

it gave the mofl certain proof of his invincible attachment and

zeal for the fee of Rome, and was therefore fufficient to au-

thorize the flrongcft confidence. Pole was accordingly em-
ployed in negociations and tranfa^lions of high concern ; was

confulted by the pope in all affairs relating to kings and fove-

Tcign princes ; was one of his legates at the council of Trent
;

and, laftly, his penman, when occafion required. Thus, for

jnftance, Vv'hen the pope's power to remove that council was

contefted by the emperor's ambalfador, Pole drew up a vindi-

cation of that proceeding ; and when the emperor fet forth the

interim, was employed to anfwer it. This was in 1548-, and,

pope Paul III. dying the next year, cardinal Pole was twice

ele£l;ed to fucceed him, but refuftd both the eleclions; one as

being too hafty, and without due deliberation, and the other,

becaufe it was done in the night-time. This unexampled deli-

cacy difgufted feveral of his friends in the conclave, who there-

upon concurred in choohng Julius III. March 30, 1550. The
tranquillity of Rome being foon after difturbed by the wars in

France, and on the borders in Italy, Pole retired to a monaflery

in the territory of Verona, where he lived agreeable to his na-

tural himiour, till the death of Edward VI. in July, 1553-
On the acceffion of queen Mary, he was appointed legate for

England, as the fitteft inftrument to reduce this kingdom to

an obedience to the pope; but did not think it fafe to venture

his perfon thither, till he knew the queen's intentions with regard

to the re-ellabliihment of the Romiih religion ; and alfo, whether

the a6l of attainder, which had paiTed againfl him under Henry,
and had been confirmed by Edward, was repealed. It was not

long, however, before he received fatisfa61ion in both thefe points

;

and then he fet out for England, by way of Gernnany, in 061.

1553. The emperor, fufpecting a defign in queen Mary to

marry Pole, contrived means to flop his progrefs; nor did he

arrive here till November, 1554, when her marriage with Philip

of Spain was completed. On his arrival he was conduced to

the archbilliop's palace at Lambeth, Cranmer being then attainted

^nd imprifoned; and, on the 27th, went to the parliament, and

made a long and grave fpeech, inviting them to a reconciliation

with the apoflolic fee ; whence, he faid, he v»'as fent by the

common pallor of Chriftendom, to reduce them, who had long

ftrayed from the inclofure of the church. This fpeech of Pole

occafioned fome motion in the queen, which (he vainly thought

was a child quickened in her womb; fo that tjie joy of the times

Vr'as
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was redoubled, fome not fcnipling to fay, that as John Baptifl

leaped in his mother's belly at the falutation of the Virgin, fo

here the hke happinefs attended the falutation of Chrifl's vicar.

The parhament being abfolved by Pole, all went to the royal

chapel, where Te Deum was fung on the occafinn: and thus,

the pope's authority being now rcllored, the cardinal two days

afterwards made his public entry into London, with all the

folemnities of a legate; and prefently fet about the bufinefs of
reforming the church from herefy. Pole had been fonnerly
fufpedled of favouring the Reformation, but without any rea-

fonable foundation: he was by nature humane, and had great

fweetnefs of temper; and this, making him backward in the per-

fecution of Proteilanis, and always delirous to prevent it, expofed
hun to the falfe fufpicions of zealous Papids. Knowing, there-

fore, that the court of Rome kept a watchful eye over him, he
feemed now to be much altered in his nature. He exprelfed a
great detellation of Proteftants ; nor did he converfe with any
of that party, excepting fccretary Cecil. He was in referve to

all, fpoke little, and put on an Italian temper as well as beha-
viour; making Priuli almoft his only conhdent. In the mean
time pope Julius, and his fucceffor Marcellus, foon after dying,

the queen recommended Pole to the popedom ; but Peter Ca-
rafFa, who took the name of Paul IV. was eledled before her
difpatches arrived. This pope, who had never liked cardinal

Pole, was pleafed with Gardiner bifhop of Winchefter, whofe
temper exadly tallied with his own; and therefore favoured his

views upon the fee ot Canterbury, in oppofition to Pole, whofe
nomination to that dignity was not coniirmed by him till the
death of this rival, which happened Nov. 13, 1555.

Pole had now the fole management and regulation of eccle-

fiaftical affairs in England; and at firfl gave many proofs of his

good temper: how unfuitably to it policy, and a falfe religion,

led him to a6l afterwards, the periecutions under queen Mary
mud ever be a inelancholy but undeniable proof. Pole's con-
currence, however, in thefe butcheries, did not fecure him againft

the attacks of his old enemy Paul IV. who, upon various pre-
tences, accufed him as a fufpeded heretic ; fummoned him to

Rome to anfwer the charge; and, depriving him of his legan-
tine powers, conferred them upon Pcyto, a Fraucifcan friar,

whom he had made a cardinal for that purpofe. The new
legate was upon the road for England, when queen Mary, ap-
prifed of his bufmefs, aflTumed lome of her father's fpirit, and
forbad him at his peril to fet foot upon Englifh ground. Pole,
however, was no fooner informed of the pontiff's plcafure, or
rather difpleafure, than, out of that implicit veneration which
he conftantly and unalterably preferved for the apoftolic fee, he
voluntarily laid down the enligns of legate, and forebore the

exercife
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cxercife of its power; difpatching his truRy minifler Ornameto
to Rome, with letters clearing himfelf in fuch fubmiffive terms, as
even melted the obdurate heart of Paul. The cardinal was re-

ftored to his legantine powers foon after, but did not live to

enjoy them a full twelvemonth, being feized with a double quar-
tan ague, which carried him off, Nov, i8, 1558. During his

jHnefs, he often enquired after her majefty; and his death isfaid

to have been haftened by that of his royal miftrefs; which,
as if their deftinies had been connedled, happened about fix-

teen hours before. After lying forty days in ftate at Lambeth,
he was carried to Canterbury, and there interred. He was a
learned, eloquent, modeft, humble, and good-natured man; of
exemplary piety and charity, as well as generofity becoming his

birth. Though by nature he was more inclined to ftudy and
contemplation than to a6live life, yet he was prudent and dex-
trous in bufinefs: fo that he would have been a finifhed charac-

ter, had not his fuperllitious devotion to the fee of Rome carried

htm, againfl: his nature, to commit feveral cruelties in perfecut-

ing the Proteftants. Burnet, who has drawn Pole in very fa-

vourable colours, acknowledges this charge; but imputes thefe

Sanguinary proceedings to Paul IV. pitying the cardinal's weak-
nefs, in not having courage enough to contend with fo haughty
and perfecuting a pope.

Pole's capital work, though a fhort one, we have already

mentioned: he wrote two defences of it, one to Henry VIH,
another to Edward VI. He was the author of many other fmall

pieces, relating to do6trine as well as difcipline; and we are

told by Strype, that he wrote a book about 1530, which was
perufed by Cranmer, to perfuade king Henry to continue the

negociation of his marriage with Anne Boleyne: but this is

really not credible.

POLEMBERG (Cornelius), or Poelemburg, a celebrated

Dutch painter, was born at Utrecht in 1586, where he became
the difciple of Abraham Bloemart, but went to complete his

fiudies at Rome. His firft determination was to imitate the

manner of Ellheimer ; but when he contemplated the works of

Raphael, he was fo affe6led, that he was led irrefiilibly to copy
after that much higher modtl. This union of objeils produced

a mixed but original ftyle ; more free and graceful than the Fle-

milfi, though with far lefs grandeur and excellence of defign

than the Italian. He could not rife to the execution of large

figures; his beft pieces, therefore, are of the cabinet fize; but

he furpaffed all his contemporaries in the delicacy of his touch,

the fweetnefs of his colouring, and the choice of agreeable ob-

je£ls and fituations. His fkies are clear, light, and tranfparent;

his back-grounds often ornamented with the veftiges of magni-

ficent Roman edifices; and hi5 female figures, which are ufually

withou«i^
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without drapery, are highly beautiful. He returned rather reluc.

tantly to Utrecht, where, however, his merit was acknow-
ledged by the great Rubens [m^. Charles I. invited him to

London, where he was much employed, and richly paid ; but,

though he was much folicited to remain here, his love for his

native country prevailed, and he returned to Utrecht, where he
died in 1660, affluent and highly efleemed. The genuine works
of Polemberg, are extremely fcarce ; but figures by him may
he found in the works of other artills, particularly thofe of
Steenwyck, and Kierings ; and his difciple John Vander Lis fo

fuccefsfully imitated his ftyle, that the works of the pupil are
frequently taken for thofe of the mafter.

POLIDORO (da Caravaggio), properly Caldara, an
eminenr Italian painter, ufually called Caravaggio from a village

in the dutchy of Milan, where he was born in 1495. He went
to Rome at the time when Leo X. was raifmg fome new edifices

in the Vatican ; and not know^ing hnw to get his bread other-

wife, for he was very young, he hired himfelf as a day-labourer
to carry ftones and mortar for the mafons there at work. He
drudged in this manner till he was eighteen, when one part of
his bufinefs brought him to think of painting. It happened,
that feveral young painters were einployed by Raphael, in the

fame place, to execute his dtfigns. Polidoro, who often car*

ricd them mortar to make their frefco, was touched with the

fight of the paintings, and folicited by his genius to turn

painter. At ftrll he confined himfcif to the works of Giovanni
d'Udini; and the pleafure he took to fee that painter work,
excited the talent which he had for painting. In this difpo-

fition, he was very officious and complaifant to the young paint-

ers, pufhed himfelf into their acquaintance, and opened to them
his intention : wheretjpon they gave him proper leifoiis, which
emboldened him to proceed. He then appli-d himfelf with the
Utmoft ardour to defigning, and advanced fo prodigioufly, that

Raphael was aftonifhed, and fet him to work with the other

young painters; among whom he diftinguifhed himfelf fo much,
that, as he had the greatelt {hare in executing his mafter's defigns

in the Vatican, fo he had the grcateit glory. The care he had
feen Raphael take, in defigning the antique fculptures, induced
him to do the like. He fpent whole days and nights in painting

after thofe beautiful models, and ftudied antiquity with the niceft

exac^nefs. The works, with which he enriched the frontif-

pieces of feveral buildings at Rome, are proofs of the pams he
took in ftudying the antique. He painted very few eafel pieces;

mod of his productions being in frelco,and only in light and (hade,

p imitation of the baiTo relievos. In this way he made ufe of

•{m] PilkJngton's Diftionar)'.

the
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the manner called fcratching, confifting in the preparation of a

black ground, on which is placed a white plafter; and, where,

taking off this white with an iron bodkin, we difcovcr through

the holes the black, which ferves for (hadows. Scratched work
iafts longeft, but, being very rough, is unpleafant to the fight.

He affociated himfelf at fir(l with Matureno, and their friend-

Ihip lailed till the death of the latter, who fell a viclim to the

plague, in 1526.

After this, Polidoro, having by his affiftance filled Rome with

his pieces, thought to have enjoyed his eafe, and the fruits of

his labours; when the Spaniards in 1527 befieging that city, all

the men of art were forced to fly, or eife were ruined by the mi-

feries of the war. In this exigence Polidoro retired to Naples,

where he was obliged to work for ordinary painters, and had no
opportunity of making himfelf famous: for the Neapolitan nobi-

lity in thofe days were inore folicitous to obtain good horfes, than

good pi£lures. Seeing himfelf, therefore, without bufinefs, and

forced to fpend what he had acquired at Rome, he went to Sicily
;

and, underftanding archite6lure as well as painting, the citizens

of Medina employed him to make the triumphal arches for the

reception of Charles V. at his return from Tunis. This being

finifhed, finding nothing to be done anfwerable to the grandeur of

his genius, and having no ternptation to Hay but the carelfes of a

woman he loved, he thought of returning to Rome. In this

refolution, he drew his money out of the bank of Mellina ;

which his fervant underflanding, the night before his departure,

confederated with other rogues, feized him in his bed, Itrangled

him, and ftabbed him. This done, they carried the body to the

door of his miflrefs, that it might be thought he was killed there

by fome rival: yet, by God's providence, the murder was dif-

covered. I'he alTairins fied, and every body pitied his untimely

fate. Among otliers, his fervant, in the general forrow, with-

out fear of any one's ftifpedling hiin, came to make lamentations

over him; wiien a Sicilian count, one of Polidoros friends,

watching him, obferved his grief not to be at all natural, and

thereupon had him taken up on fufpicion. He made a very bad

defence; and being put to the torture, confeflTed all, and was
condemned to be drawn to pieces by four horfes. The citizens

of Meilina cxprelfed a hearty concern for Polidoro's untimely

end, and interred his body honourably in the cathedral church.

He was ia his forty-eighth year, when this fate befel him, in

Polidoro's genius was very lively and fruitful ; and from ftu-

dying the antique baffo relievos was inclined to reprefent battles,

iacrifices, vafes, trophies, and thofe ornaments which are moft

remarkable in antiquities. But what is altogether furprifing, is,

that, notwithltanding his great application to antique fculptures,

he
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he p<?rceived tlie neceflity of the chiaro obfcuro in painting. It

does not appear that this was much known in the Roman fchool

before his time: he made it a principle of the art, and a regular

part of his pradice. The great malfes of lights and (hadows

which are in his pi6tures fhevv him to have been convinced, that

the eyes of a fpedator want repofe, to viewa pidure with eafe. It

is from this principle that, in the freezes which he painted with

white and black, his obje£ls are grouped fo artfully. His love of

the antique did not hinder him from Itudying nature ; and his ftyle

of deiign, which was great and correct, was a mixture of the one

and the other. His hand was eafy and excellent, and the airs of

his heads bold, noble, and expreffive. His thoughts were fub-

!ime, his difpofitions full of attitudes well chofen ; his draperies

well fet, and his landfcapes of a good tafte. His pencil was light

and foft ; but after the death of Raphael he very feldom coloured

his pieces, applying himfelf altogether to work in frefco with the

chiaro Jcuro.

Polidoro's genius was very much like that of Julio Romano:
their conceptions were lively, and iormed after the manner of the

antique. Their defign was great and fevere, and their way new
and extraordinary: the difference between them was, that Julio

Romano animated his compofitions by the impetuofity of his

genius only : and Polidoro aKvays made ufe of contrafl, as

the moft powerful means to give life and motion to his works.

Polidoro's genius appears alfo to be more natural, more pure, and

more regulated, than that of Julio Romano.
FOLIGNAC (Melchior de), a fine genius of France, and a

cardinal, was born of an ancient and noble family at Puy, in 1662.

He v/as fent early to Paris, to learn the languages; and afterwards

ftudied philofophy at the college of Harcourt, where he began

to fbew an original genius. His profelTor taught only the fylfem

of Ariftotle, to which he was extremely devoted; but Polignac

embraced' the new doctrines of Des Cartes, with which he was
io enamoured, that, notwithftanding all the efforts of his maifer,

he would never return to the Peripatetic philofophy. When
cardinal de Bouillon went to Rome, to the eledtion of Alexander

VIII. he engaged Polignac to attend him ; and introduced him
to that pope, who was infinitely charmed with his fine talents

and addrefs. Louis XIV. alfo, to whom he became known at

his return, was equally pleafed with him, and by him he was
foon after fent ambalTador extraordinary to Poland : where, after

the death of Sobiefki, he formed a proje6l of procuring the

fuccelhon for the prince of Conti, and gave alTurances to his

court of effe£fing it ; but thefe proving vain, he returned to

France a little difgraced, and retired for three years. He was
then reftorcd to favour, and fent to Rome as auditor of the rota.

Returning home, he was employed in atfairs of the greateit

importance

:
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importance! was plenipotentiary at the congrefs of tttrecfit,

during which pope Clement XI. created him a cardinal. He
"Vvas in the conclave, when Benedidl XIII. was chofen in 1724.,

Upon the accelB'in of Louis X'V. he was appointed to refide at

Rome, as minifter of France; and dtd not return, till 1732.
He died in 1741, in his eightieth year.

He had been received into the French academy in 1704, into

the academy of fciences in 1715, into that of the belles lettres

in 17 17: and he would have been an ornament to any focicty,

having all the accompli(hments of a man of talents and learning.

He left behind him a Laiin poem, entitled, ** Anti-Lucictius,

feu de Deo et natura, libri ix." the plan of vi^hich he i faid to

have formed in Holland, in a converfation which he had there

with Bayle. It treats of God, the foul, atoms, motion, vacuum,
and other fublime points, in fuch a manner, as, agreeably to its

title, to inculcate dodrines upon each, exa6lly oppofite to thofe

of Lucretius. This work has been much admired, as polfefllng

many qualities which form a perfefl poem. He left his manu-
fcript to a friend, by whofe care it was firft publifhed in 1749 ;

and has fmce undergone feveral impreflions in France, as well as

in other countries.

POLITI (Alexander), was born at Florence in 1679, and
was early diftinguifhed in the fchools of philofophy and theology,

for the extent of his memory, and the fagacity of his mind. He
became very early a teacher in the fciences above-mentioned,

and in rhetoric at Genoa; but in 1733, was invited to Pifa to

give lectures on the Greek language, whence he was promoted
to the profellorfliip of eloquence, which had been fome time
vacant, after the death of Benedi<S Averano, He died of an
apoplexy, July 23, 1752. He diftinguifhed himfelf as a com-
mentator and as an author, by publiihing, i. An edition of

Homer with Euftathius's commentary, to which he added, a
Latin tranflatlon, and abundant notes; in 3 vols, folio, 1730,
1732, 1735. The fourth volume was in the prefs when he died,

but has not fmce appeared. 2. " Martyrologium Romanum
caltigatum, ac commentariis illuftratum," folio, Florence, I75i»

3. " Orationes 12 ad Acadevniam Pifanam." 4. ** Panegyricus

imp. Francifco I. confecratus," 4to, Florence. 5. ** De patria

in condendis teftamentis poteftate," i2mo, Florence, 1712, in

four books.

POLITIANO (Angelo), or POLITIAN, in Latin Poll,

tianus, a moft ingenious and learned Italian, was born, in July,

1454, at Monte Pulciano in Tufcany, whence he is fuppufed

to have taken his name. His real name has been much contefted.

Menckenius, who wrote his life, calls it Ambrogini; but others

Angelus Balfus (or properly Baflb), which he certainly figred

to feveral of his publications. He learned the Greek language

under
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under Andronicus of ThefTalonica, and made To great a progrefs

in it, that he is faid to have written verfes both in Greek ani

Latin, when he was not more than twelve )^'ars of age. He
ftudied alfo the Platonic philofophy under Marcilius Ficinus,

and that of Ariftotle under Argyropylus. 1 he firft work that

procured him reputation, was a poem upon the tournament of

Julian de Medicis ; and fome time after, when the fame Juliaa

was alfallinated by the Pazzi, Politian took occafion to write the

hiftory of that confpiracv, which was alfo greatly admired.

He was made profellbr of the Greek and Latin languages at-

Fiorence; and acquired fo much glory by his le6lures, that the

fcholars left Demetrius Chalcondylas, although a native of
Greece, and a very learned man, for the fake of hearing him,

Politian had elegance, tafte, and politenefs, as well as learning,

which Chalcondylas had not: on which account it is eafy to

conceive, that the leiSlures of the latter, however edifying, muft
have appeared dry and barren, when compared with thofe of

his rival. Poiitian's reputation increafed more and more, when
he publifhed his Latin verfion of ** Herodian," his *"' Alifcel-

lanea," and his " Latin Poems." Monf. Huet obferves, that,

*' with regard to his Latin verfions, he does not only contend

with, but even excel, his originals:" and the learned Degory
Wheare, when he prefcribes the reading of this hiftorian, fay?,

that " he may be read either in Greek or Latin; for," he adds,
** I know not whether Herodian deferves more honour, who rn

his own language flows with a plentiful vein, or Politian, who
has tranllated him fo happily, that he does not feem fo much to

have rendered, as writ that hiftory." Thefe muft feem prodi-

gious encomiums on his flcill in Greek ; if it be confidered how
rare a thing it was to underftand that language when this tranf-

lation was made. He did a great deal towards promoting the

revival of letters ; and, had he lived longer, would doubtlefe

have enriched the commonwealth of learning with excellent

works : but he died at forty years of age, in 1494. His death hap-
pened about two months before that of Picus earl of Mirandula,
with whom he had»always maintained a clofe and intimate cor-

refpondence. A report was fpread, and has been taken up by
fome writers, concerning the occafion of his death; which, ii

true, would do great diOionour to his memory. They fay, that

not being able to fatisfy the unnatural love he had conceived for

one of his fcholars, who was a youth of quality, he fell into a
fever, and died: but the beft, and moft judicious authors, treat

this as a horrible calumny. Pierius Valerianus in particular,

tells us, that he died of pure grief and vexation for the '

troubles of the houfe of Medicis; efpecially when the affairs

of Peter, whofe preceptor he had been, were in a declining

ftate. It certainly is not improbable, that his great zeal for that

5 ho'jfe
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houfe expofed him to much calumny ; while the Florentines,

fond of republican liberty, infulted that family in their exile,

and vented all forts of pafquinades. Neverthelefs, Politian's cha-

radler was not amiable, according to Paul Jovius[N], who has

given the following concife defcription both of his body and
mind. " He was," fays he, " a man of awkward and perverfe

manners, of a countenance by no rpcans open and liberal, a nofe

remarkably large, and fquinting eyes. He was crafty, fatiiical,

and lull of inward malice: for his conftant way was, to fneer

and ridicule the productions of other rncn, and never to allow

any criticifm, however juft, upon his own."
He was, however, as all acknowledge, a man of moft

confummate erudition ; and not only fo, but a very polite and
elegant writer. Erafmus, in his Ciceronianus, calls him a rare

miracle of nature, on account of his excelling in every kind of

writing; bis words are remarkable: " Fateor Angolum prorfus

Angelica fui lie mente, rarum naturae miraculum, ad quodcunque
fcripti genus applicaret animum." Some of his poems vi'ere fo

much admired, that feveral learned men have made it their bu-

fmefs to comment on them. It has been often reported that he

Ipoke of the Bible with great contempt ; and that, having read

it but once, he complained he had never fpent his time fo ill.

But this is not probable; for it mu(t be remembered, that he

was a prieil and canon of Florence ; and we learn from one of

his Epiltles, that he preached a whole Lent. I could, as

Bayle fays, much more eafily believe the judgement he is faid

to have made on the Pfalms of David, and the Odes of

Pindar: " he did not deny that there are many good and fine

things in the Pfalms ; but he pretended, that the fame things

appear in Pindar with more brightnefs and fweetnefs." 'i'he

two Scaligers have fpoken highly of Politian: the elder has

preferred a confolatory elegy of his, to that which Ovid fent to

J^ivia upon the death of Drufus, snd lays, he had rather have been

the author of it: the younger calls him an excellent poet, but

thinks the llyle of his epiflles too elated and declamatory. Many
intererting anecdotes of Politian are given in Rofcoe's Life of

Lorenzo de' Medici.

His works have been printed at various times and in various

places: his epiftles have probably been mofl: read, becaufe thefe

are things with which the generality of people are bed pleafed.

POLLUX (Julius), an ancient Greek v/riter[o], who Hou-

liflied in the reign of the emperor Commodus, was born at

Naucrates, a town in Egypt. He had his education under

fophifts, and became eminent in grammatical and critical learn-

ing. He taught rhetoric at Athens, and acquired fo much repu-

[n] Joy. Elag. cap. 38. [0] Fabric. Bibl. Gisec. vol. iv.

tation
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nation, that he was advanced to be preceptor of the emperor

Coinmcdus. He drew up for his ufe, and infcribed to him,

while his father Marcus Antoninus was living, an " Onomaf-
ticon, or Greek Vocabulary," divided into ten books. It is

ftill extant, and contains a vaft variety of fynonymous words

and phrafes, agreeably to the copioufnefs of the Greek language,

ranged under the general clalTes of things. The dehgn oi it

was to facilitate the knowledge of the Greek language to the

young prince; and it is ftill of great ufe to all who have a mind
to be perfedl in it. The firft edition of the '* Onomafticon"

was given at Venice by Aldus, in 1502, and a Latin verfion

was afterwards made and publifhed with it: but there was no

corredl and handfome edition of it, till that of AmOerdam,
1706, in folio, by Lederlinus and Hemftcrhufius. Lederlinus

went through the firft fevcn books, correcting the text and

verfion, and fubjoining his own, with the notes of Salmafius,

If. Vollius, Valefius, and of Kuhnius, whofe fcholar he had

been, and whom he fucceeded in the profeflbrfhip oi the^

Oriental languages in the univerfity of Strafburg. fiemfter-

hufius continued the fame method through the three laft books.

This learned man has fince diftinguillied himfelf by an excellent

edition of Lucian, and other monuments of folid and pro-

found literature.

Pollux wrote many other works, none of which are come
down to us. He lived fifty-eight years. Philoftratus and

Lucian have treated him with much contempt and ridicule.

Philoftrat. de vit. Sophift. Lib. 11. and Lucian in Rhetorum
prasceptorc.

POLY/ENUS, the name of rnany eminent perfonages re-

corded in ancient writers. There was among them Julius

Polyasnus, of whom fome Greek epigrams are extant, in ths

firil book of the Anthologia [pJ. The Polyasnus, of whom
it concerns us moft to have any information, is the author of

the eight books of the ** Stratagems of iHuftrious commanders
in war.". He appears to have been a Macedonian, and probably

a foldier in the younger part of his life; although that is not

certain. He was undoubtedly a rhetorician, and a pleader of

caufes ; and as to the time in which he lived, that appears ma-
niff ftlv from the dedication of his work to the emperors Anto-
ninus and Verus, who reigned towards the latter part of the

fecond century. The ** Strategemata" were publiflied in Greek
by Ifaac Cafaubon, with notes, in 1589, i2mo: but no good

edition of them appeared, till that of Leyden, 1 691, in 8vo.

The title-page runs thus: *' Polyasni Strategematum libri oclo,

Jufto Vulteio interprete, Pancratius Maafvicius recenfuit, Ifaaci

Cafauboni nee non fuas notas adjecit."

[p] Fabric. Bibl. Grsc vol. iil-

Vol. XII. Y We
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- We fee in this work various ftratagems of above three hun-

dred co;;imanders and generals of armies, chiefly Greeks ami

Barbarians: for the Romans feldom ufed thefe kinds of fineifes;

and Polvsenus has fhewn further, that he was not well verfed

in Roman aifairs. A great number of thefe llratagems appear

ridiculous or impraftlcable ; and neither the generals, nor even

common foldiers of our days, would be found fimple enough

to be catight by them. The book is chiefly of uie to thole

who itudy the Greek language and antiquity: tor many things

are occaiionally mentioned in it^ which fcrve to illuflrate the

cuftoms, and trace the opinions of ancient times. The fixth

and feventh hooks are impcrfeft.

Polyccnus compofed other works befides the " Strategemata."

StoboEus has produced fome paifages out of a book *' De Re-
publica Macedonum;" and Suidas mentions a piece concern-

ing '* Thebes," and three books of ** Tac'lics." If death

had not prevented, he would have written '' Memorabilia of

the emperors Antoninus and Verus:" for he makes a promife

of this in the preface to his fixth book of Stratagems. Ca-
faubon, in the dedication of Polyasnus to MornaDus, calls him
*' an elegant, acute, and learned writer."

POLYBIUS, an ancient hiftorian of Megalopolis, a city of

Arcadia [oj, was the fon of Lycortas, general of the. Acha-
ians, who were then the moll: powerful republic in Greece.

He was born in the fourth year of the 143d Olympiad, or in

the 548th of the building of Rome, or about 200 years before

Chrifl ; and began to flourifh in the times of Ptolemy Philo-

metor. When he was twenty-four years of age, the Achaians
fent him and his father Lvcortas ambafladors to the king of

Egvpt ; and the fon had afterwards the fame honour, when he

was deputed to go to the Roman conful, who made war upon
king Perfeus in Thelfaly. In the confulfhips of ^milins P.Ttus

and Julius Pennus, a thoufand Achaians were fummoned to

Rome, that ftatt being fufpe^led of defigns againfl: the Romans;
and were there detained feventeen years. Polybius was one of

them, and was then thirty-eight years of age. He had great

talents from nature, which were well cultivated by education :

yet that ftroke of fortune, which carried him to Rome, was of

vail advantage to him ; fince he owed to it, not only the bed
part of his leariiing, but the important friendfnip he contracted

with Scipio and Ladius, both which contributed to form him
into the great hiflorian he afterwards became.
A modern does not eafily conceive the pains the beft: authors

among th» ancients took to qualify themfelves for writing hif-

tory. Polybius not only read, and thought, and converfed with

[q_] VofTiu; dcGrsec'u hiftoficis, cap. xix. and, Fabric. BIbl. Grzc. Tol. ii,

every
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every body that could dire-fi him to records, or give him in-

formation j but he travelled aifo. He thought he could make
no tx-aSi defcripiion of places, nor depend enough on the credit

of memorials, unlefs he fiad examined every thing upon the

fpot ; and this feems to have been deemed necclfary to an an-

cient hiftoriographer: on which account, Plautus makes Mef-
fenio fay to Menechmus, that ** unlefs they had a defign to

write hiftory, he thought they had feen enough of the world :"

" quin nos hinc domum redimus, nifi hiftoriam fcripturi

funius." Polybiusrefolvcd therefore to be well acquainted with
many places, as well of Europe, as of Afia and Africa : and
he ufcd Scipio's authority to procure vefiels fit to fail on the

Atlantic ocean. It is certain alfo, that he palled the Alps, and
one part of Gaul, in order to reprefent Hannibal's paifage into

Italy with accuracy ; and fearing to omit the leaft circumftance

of Scipio's aiflions, he travelled all over Spain, and flopped par-

ticularly at New Carthage, that he might ftudy more carefully the

,
fituaiion of it. Belides thcfe travels exprefsly for that purpofe,

he was led by his conne£lions at Rome to vifit many countries.

He attended Scipio when Carthage was deftroyed, and was
with Mummius at the burning of Corinth.

Though Polybius's main point was the hiflory of the Romans,
whofe language he had learned with great care, and the efta-

bliflimcnt of their empire, yet he had in his eye the general

hiftory of the times in which he lived ; and therefore he gave
the name of " Catholic or Univerfal" to his hiftorv : nor v/as

this at all inconfiftent with his general purpofe, there being
fcarcely any nations at that time in the known world, which
had not fome difference with, or dependence upon, the Romans.
Of forty books which he compofed, there remiain but the Hrft

five entire ; with an epitome of the twelve following, which
is fuppofed to have been made by that great afTertor of Roman
liberty, Marcus Brutus : for Brutus delighted in nothing more
than in reading hiltory; and is known to have been fo particu-

larly fond of Polybius, that, even in the laft and m^oft unfortu-

nate hours of his life, he amufed himfolf not only in reading,

but alfo in abridging his hiflcry. The fpace of time which this

hiftory includes, is three and fifty years ; the events of which
Polybius docs not relate till he comes to the third book: for

the two firft are not fo much a part of his hilrory, as an account
of certain affairs, to ferve by way of introduftion to it.

How much this hiil:orian was valued by the ancients, miglit

have been certainly known from the number of ftatues creeled

to his honour, if Cicero, Strabo, Jofephus, Plutarch, and others,

had not fpoken of him, as they have done [r], in terms of

[r] HiH. Lib. xxs. ad £nem.

Y 2 the
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the higheH; applaiifc Liv7 is blamed for having given him tliC

cold commendation, as it hath been called, ot au6lor haud-

quaquam fpernendus, *' an author by no means to be del pi fed ;"

and efpecially after he had copied fo very much from him.

But this commendation is not in faft cold; on the contrary,

according to the ufual phrafcology of the ancients, it is a very

high eulogium ; and fo it appeared to Cafaubon and Voflius.

As to his maimer of writiiig, it feems to have been univerfally

allowed, that he was not eloquent, Dionyfnis of Halicar-

naffus, who was a very ftvcre critic, calls him impolite, an'd

reproaches him with negligence, both in the choice of his

words, and the Itruclnre of his periods; and perhaps he was fo:

but this was owing to the valt attention he paid to things. It
,

is certain, there is no hillorian among the ancients, from whom
more is to be learned with regard to prudence and civil govern-

ment; for it is his great excellence, not only to relate as an

hiftorian, but to inftru6l as a philofopher: and certainly this

was purfuing the true end of hiltory, which is, or ought to be,

the teaching of philofophy or wifdom by examples. Befides

the five firft books entire, and the abridgement of the twelve

following, there remains excerptn or extracts of this hillory,

formerly made by Conrtanlinus Porphyrogeneta : which were
firft publifhed in Greek by Urfinu^; in 1582, and in Greek and

Latin by the learned Henry Valefius in 1634.. It appears far-

ther, from the celebrated letter of Cicero to Lucceius, that he

wrote particularly of the war of Numantia: but nothing oi"

this kind is come down to the prefent time.

Polybius lived to a great age; but concerning the particulars

of his life much cannot be collefled. He was highly honoured

by the friendlhip oi Scipio; who, when the other holbges from

Achaia were diilributed through the cities of Italy, obtained

leave by his intereft for Polybius to live at Rome. He has been

charged by fome with a want of religion, becaufe, though he

has declared for the worfhip of the gods in a political view, yet

he has ihewn an utter difbelief of their divinities, and of all

their fables concerning futurity: but, as La Mothe le Vayer

has well obferved [s], they would have done him more juttice

to have fpokcn of him as a foul illuminated by heaven in the

darknefs of Pagjnifm, and who, believing in one only principle

or deity, laughed at all thofe imaginary divinities, which idolatry

had fet up as objefts of adoration. He died at eighty-two years

of age, of an illnefs occafioned by a fall from his horfe, as

Lucian relates ho his Macrobii. His death happened feventeen

years before the birth of Cicero.

[sj Jugement fur les iinciens hiftoriens, &c.

His
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His ** Hiftory," with the *' Epitome," was publlftled with a

Latin verfion and notes by Ifaac Cafaubon at Paris, 1609, in

folio, and rtpubHfhcd at Amflerdam, 1670, in three volumes,

8vo, with additional notes of James Gronoviu."^ and others,

and alfo with the *' Excerpta de Icgationibus, et virtutibus

ac vitiis;" for the ** Extrads of Conltantine," publifhcd fepa-

rately by Urhnus and Valefius were upon thofe fubjeils. A
new edition has lately been publifhed by Schweighxufer, in

eight volumes, 8vo, which is now elteemed the bcft. It was
printed at Leipdc in 1789,
POLYCARP, an apoltolic father of the Chriftian church,

was born in the reign of Nero, probably at Smyrna, a city of Ionia

in Afia Minor, where he was educated at the expence of Califto,

a noble matron of great piety and charity. In his younger years

he is faid to be inilrucicd in the Chriftian faith by Bucolus,

billiop of that place : but, be that as it may, he was unqueftion-

ably a difciple of St. John the Evangelill, and. familiarly con-
verfed with others of the apoftles. At a proper age, Bucolus

ordained him a deacon and catechlll of his church ; and, upon
the death of that prelate, he fucceedcd him in the bifliopric.

To this he was confecrated by St, Jolm ; who alfo directed his

*' Apocalyptical Epillle" among fix others to him, under the

title of the '* Angel of the Church of Smyrna," [tJ where,
many years after the apoftle's death, he was alfo vifited by St.

Ignatius. Ignatius recommended l.is own fee of Antioch to the

care and fiiperintendency»of Polycarp, and afterwards fent an
epiftie to the church of Smyrn?. from Troas, A. C. 107; wlven

Polycarp is fuppofed to have written his '* EpiiUe to the Philip-

pians," a tranllation of wliich is preferved by Dr. Cave.

From this time, for many years, hiftory is filent concerning

him, till fome unhappy differences in the church brought hirn

into general notice. It happened, tbat the Quarto-deciman con-
troverfy, about the obfervation of Eallcr, began to grow very

high between the eaftern and weftern churches; each obllinately

inlilling upon their own way, and juftifying themfelves by apof-

tolical practice and tradition. To prevent this fire from break-

ing out into a greater flame, Polycarp undertook a journey to

Rome, that he might converfe with thofe who were the main
fupports and champions of the oppofite party. The fee of that

capital of the Roman empire was then poilelTed by Anicetus ;

and many conferences were held between the two bilhops, each

of them urging apoftolical tradition for their pra6licc. But all

was managed peaceably and amicably, without any heat of con-

tention : and, though neither of them could bring the other into

his opinion, yet they retained their own fentiments without

{t] Revelations, chap. ii.

Y 3 violati.ng
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violating that charity, which is the great and common law of oirr

religion. In token of this, they communicated together at the

holy facrament ; when Anicetus, to do honour to Polycarp, gave

him leave to confecrate the euchariitical elements in his own
church. This done, they parted peaceably, each ilde clleeming

this difference to be merely ritual, and no ways affecting the

vitals of religion ; but the difpute continued many years in the

church, was carried on with great animoiity, and end(.'d at length

in a fixed eftablilhment, which remains to this day, of cbferving

Eafler on different days in the two chtirches : for the Afiatics

keep Eafter on the next Lord's day after the Jewifh paiibvtr,

and the church of Rome the next Sunday after the firlf full moon
that follows the vernal equinox. But to return to Polycarp.

During his flay at Rome, he emploj'td himfelf particularly

in oppofing the h-.reCies of Marcian and Valentinus. His con-

duel on this occafion is very remarkable, as related by Iren^^us;

who tells us, that, upon Polycarp's palling Marcian in the ftreet

without the common falutation, the latter called out, " Polycarp,

own us!" to which the former replied, with indignation, " I

own thee to be the firft-born of Satan." To this the fame author

adds, that, when any heretical doftrines were fpoken in his pre-

fence, he would prefently flop his ears, crying out, " Good God!
to what times haft thou referved me, that I lliould hear fuch

things!" and irnmediately quitted the place. In the fame zeal

he was wont to tell, that St. John, going into a bath at Ephefus,

and finding the heretic Cerinthus in* it, ftarted back inftantly

without bathing, crying out, '* Let us run away, left the bath

fhould fall upon us while Cerinthus, the enemy of truth, is in it."

Thus did Polycarp govern the church of Smyrna with apof-

tolic piu'ity, till he fuffered martyrdom in the feventh year of

Marcus Aurelius, A. C. 167; concerning the manner of which

we have the following account.

Tlie perfccution growing violent at Smyrna, and many having

already fealcd their confeftion with their blood, the general out-

cry was, *' Away with the impious ; let Polycarp be fought for."

Hereupon Polycarp withdrew privately into a neighbouring vil-

lage;, Where he lay concealed for fome time, continuing night

and day in prayer for the peace of the churLh. He was thus

occupied, when, one night falling into a trance, he dreamed that

his pillow took fire, and was burnt to alhes ; which, awakening,

he told his friends, was a prophetic prefage, that he Oionkl be

burnt alive for the caufe ot Chrilt. Three days after this dream,

in order to efcape the fearch which was carried on incelTantly after

him, he retired into another village : but was no fooncr there,

than his enemies were at hand, who having feized upon a couple

of youths (one of whom they forced by ftripes to a confcllion),

were by them conduded to his lodging. He might ealily have

faved
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faved himfelf by flipping into another hoiife ; hut he rcfufcd it,

faying, ** The will of the Lord be done." Accordingly he

came down from his bed-chamber, and fahitcd the pcrlecutors

with a chearful countenance ; and, orderinjj; a table to be fet

with proxifions, invited them to partake of them, only reqiieft-

ing for hinifelf one hour for prayer. This being over, he was
fet upon an afs, and fo condu6led towards the city. Upon the

road he was met by Herod, an Irenarch or juflice of the pro-

vince, and his father, who were the mam fprings of the perfe-

cution. This magillrate taking him up ifito his chariot, tried

to undermine his conllancy ; and, being dffeatcd thcreiji, thrufl

him out of the chariot with (o m.uch violence, that he bruifed

his thigli with the fall. On his arrival at the place of execution,

there came, as is faid, a voice from heaven, f:iying, " Polycarp,

be ftrong, and quit thyfelf like a man." Being brought before

the tribunal, be was urged to fv^-ear by the genius of Cai^far.

*' Repent," continues the proconful, " and fay wiih us, Take
away the impious." Whereupon the martyr looking round the

iladium, and beholding the crowd with a fevere and angry coun-

tenance, beckoned with his hand and looking up to heaven, faid

with a ligh, quite in another tone than they intended, ** Take
away the impious." At laft, confeffing himfelf to be a Chrif-

tian, proclamation was made thrice of his confeffion by the

crier; whereat the people (houted out, ^* This is the great

teacher of Afia, and the father of the Chriftians; this is the

deftroyer of our gods, that teaches men not to do facrifice, or

worOiip the deities." The fire being prepared, Polycarp, at his

own rcquell, was not, as ufual, nailed, but only tied to the Itake;

and after pronoimcing a (hort prayer, with a clear and audible

voice, the executioner blew up the fire, which increafing to a

mighty flame, " Behold a wonder feen," fays the ancient au-

thor who relates it, " by us v/ho were purpofcly referved, that

we might declare it to others; the flames difpofing themlclvcs

into the refemblance of an arch, like tlie fails of a ihip fvvelled

with the wiad, gently encircled the body of the martyr, who
flood all the while in the midll, not like roafkd flefh, hut like

the gold or filvcr purified in the furnace, his body fending forth

a delightful fragrancy, which, like frankincenfe, or fome other

cortly fpices, prcfcnted itfelf to our fcnfts. The infidcl-S exaf-

perated by the miracle, commanded a fpearman to run him
through with a fword : which he had no fooner done, but fuch

a vaft quantity of blood flowed from the woimd, as extinguiilied

the fire ; when a dove was feen to fly from the wound, which
fome fuppofe to have been his foul, clothed' in a vifible (hape at

the time of its departure [u]." The ChrilliaBS would haye car-

ried

[u] The miraculous part of this ac- in his " Free Enijuiry," and Defence of

•count i; treated with ridicule by Middletoij it] but fomething is offered in its favour by

Y4 joftin,-
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ried oft his body entire, but were not fuflered by the Irenarch,

who commanded it to be burnt to aihes. The bones, however,

were gathered up, and decently interred by the ChrifVians.

Thus died this apoftolical man, on tlie yth of the Kalends of

May, A. C. 167. The amphitheatre whereon he futfered was

remaining in a great meafure not many years ago, and his tomb
is in a little chapel in the fide of a mountain, on the fouth-eall

part of the city, folemnly vifited by the Greeks on his fellival

day ; and for the maintenance and repairing of it, travellers were

wont to throw a few afpers into an earthen pot that itands there

for the purpofe He wrote fome homilies and cpiflles, which

are all loft, except that to the " Philippians," which is a pious

and truly Chriftian piece, containing Ihort and ufeful precepts

and rules of life, and which, St. Jerome tells us, was even in

his time read in the public allemblies of the Afian churches. It

is. of fmgular ufe in proving the authenticity of the books of

the New Teftament ; inafmuch as he has feveral palTages and

expreffions from Matthew, Luke, the Ads, St. Paul's EpilUes to

the Philippians, Ephefians, Galatians, Corinthians, Romans,
ThefTalonians, CololTians, ift Timothy, ifl: Epilfle of St. John,
and I if of Peter; and makes particular mention of St. Paul's

EpiiUe to the Ephefians. Indeed his whole " Epiflle" confifts

of phrafes and fentiments taken from the New Teilament [x].

POMBAL (Sebaftian Jofeph Carvalho), marquis of, a

famous Portuguefe minilfer of ftate, whom the Jefuits, whofe
banilhment he pronounced, have blackened bv all poflible means,

and others have extolled as a moll: able ilatefman. He was born

in 1699, in the territory of Coimbra ; a robuft and dillinguifhed

figure feemed to mark him for the profelhon of arms, for which,

after a ihort trial, he quitted the ifudies of his native univerfity.

He found, however, a ftill readier path to fortune, by marrying,

in fpite of oppofition from her relations. Donna Terefa de

Noronha Almada, a lady of one of the firlt families in Spain.

He loft her in 1739, and being fent on a fecret expedition in

1745 to Vienna, he again was fortunate in marriage, by obtain-

ing the couniefs of Daun, a relation of the marfhal of that

name. This wife became a favourite with the queen of Portugal,

who interefted herfelf to obtain an appointment for Carvalho.

She did not however fucceed, till after the death of her hufband,

John V, in 1750. Her fon Jofeph. gave Carvalho the appoint-

ment of fecretary for ft)reign affairs, in Avliich fituation he com-
pletely obtained the confidence of the king. His haughtinefs,

Jortin, who obferves, that "the circum- [x] Jortin, vol. i. p. 68. who to the

llances are fufficient only to create a paufe particulars made out oy Cotelerius, has

and a doubt." Rcniarlcs on Eccl. fiift. added one from Galat. iv. 26. and another

vol. i. from Hebr. iv. 12, 13. See alfo Lard-

ner'5 Credib. under the article Pelycarp.

as
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as well as fome of his meafures, created many enemies ; and in

1758, a confpiracy headed by the duke d'Aveiro, who had beet

the favourite of John V. broke out in an attempt to mtn-der the

king as he returned from his caflie of Bclem. The plot being

completely difcovered, the confpirators were punillied, not only

feverely but cruelly: and the Jcluits who had been involved in it,

were banilhed from the kingdom. At the death of Jofeph, in

1777, Pombal fell into difgrace, and many of the perfons con-

neded with the confpirators, who had been imprifoned from the

time of the difcovery, were releafed. The enemies of Pombal
did not however fucceed in exculpating the principal agents:

though a decree was pafied in 1781, to declare the innocence of
thofe who had been releafed from prifon. Carvalho was ba-

nifhed to one of his cflates, where he died in May, 1782, in his

eighty-fifth year. His charac^fer, as was mentioned above, was
varioully reprefented, but it was generally allowed that he pof-

felfed great abilities. A book entitled " Memoirs of the Mar-
quis of Pombal" was publiflied at Paris in 1.783 ; in four volumes

i2mo, but it is not elieemed altogether impartial.

POMET (Peter), born in 1658, obtained great wealth in

the profellion of a whole-fale druggiil ; and being appointed to

fuperintend the materia medica in the king's gardens, drew up a

catalogue of all the articles in that colledtion, with fome that

were preferved in cabinets. He died in 1699 foon after his

work was publilhed, which was in 1694, in folio. It was
entitled, " A general Hiltory of Drugs," and was republiflied

by his fon in 1735, in two volumes 4to. The figures in this

fecond edition are better than thofe of the firft, and a portrait of

the author is prefixed.

POxMEY (Francis), a Jefnit, moil known for his " Pan-
t|ieum mythicum," of which an EnglilLman, named Tooke,
gave a tranflation, prefixing his own name, without that of the

author ^ and this book has gone through a vail number of edi-

tions. He died at Lyons, in 1673, at an advanced age. He
had been employed as a teacher of youth at Lyons, and moft of

his works are formed for the ufe of ftudents. They confift of,

a large diftionary, fince fuperfeded by that of Joubert^ a fmall

»ne in i2mo, entitled " Flos Latinitatis i" " indiculus univer-

falis," a kind of nomenclator ; colloquies ; a Treatife on Parti-

cles ; and another on the funerals of the ancients ; with a work
on rhetoric. Pomey was well vcrfed in the Latin authors, but

his publications would have been more valuable had he been more
attentive to method and exactnefs.

POMFRET (John), was fon of Mr. Pomfrct, redor of
Luton in Bedfordihire, and born about 1667. He was educated

at a grammar fchool in the country, and thence fent to Cam-
bridge j but to what college is uncertain. There he accom-

pliihed
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plifhed himfelf in polite literature, wrote moft of his poe'icai

pieces, and took both the degrees in arts. After that, he went
into orders, and was prcfented to the living of Maiden in Bed-

tordlliire. About 1703, Tie came up to London for inflitiition .

to a larger and very confiderable living; but was Itoppcd fchie I

time by Compton, then bifliop of London, on account of thefc

four lines of his poem, entitled, *' The Choice ;"

*' And as I near approach'd the verge of life.

Some kind relation (for I'd have no wife)

Should take upon him all my worldly care.

While I did tor a better ftate prepare."

The parenthefis in thefe lines were fo malicioufly reprefented,

that the good bilhop was made to believe from it, that Pomfrct

preferred a millrefs to a wife ; though no fuch meaning can be

deduced, unlefs it be alTerted, that an unmarried clergyman can-
'

not live without a miftrefs. But the bifhop was foon convinced,

that this reprefentation was nothing more than the effeil of

malice, as Pomfret at that time was adltially married. The
oppofition, however, which his flanderers had given him, was
not without efFeft ; for, being by this obliged to flay in London
longer than he intended, he caught the fmall-pox, and died of

it, aged thirty-five.

A volume of his poems were publifhed by himfelf in 1699,
with a very modefl: and fenfible preface. Tu'o pieces of his

were publilhed after his death by his Philalethes ; one called

*' Reafon," and written in I700, when the difputes about the

Trinity ran high; the other, " Dies Noviiiinia," or, "The
Lad Epiphany," a Pindaric ode. His verfification is fometimes

not unraufical ; but there is not the force in his writings which is

necedary to copltitute a poet. A dilTenting teacher of his name,
and who publifhed feme rhimes upon fpirilual fubjetEls, occa-

fioned fanaticifm to be imputed to him ; but from this his friend

Philalethes has juftly cleared him. Pomfret had a very flrong

mixture of devotion in him, but no fanaticifm.

" The Choice," fays Dr. Johnfon, " exhibits a fyflem of life

adapted to common notions, and equal to common expectations;

fuch a (late as affords plenty and tranquillity, without cxclufion

of intellectual pleafures. Peihaps no compofition in our lan-

guage has been oftener pernfed than Pom fret's ' Choice.' In

}]is other poems there is an eafy volubility; the pleafure of

fmooth metre is afforded to the ear, and the mind is not opprefTed

with ponderous, or intangled with intricate fentiment. He
pleafes many, and he who pleafes many muft have merit."

POMPADOUR (Jane, Antoinette, Poisson), marchio-

nefs of, the celebrated miftrefs of Louis XV. was the daughter

of a financier, and early diflinguifhed by the beauty of her per-



POMPEY. 331

fon, aiul the elegance of her talents. She was married to a

M. d'Etioies when (he attracted tli<e notice of the king, and
becoming his mirtrefs, was created marchioncfs of Pompadour
in 1745. Her credit was abundant, and flie employed it chiefly

in the patronage of talents, in ail branches of the polite arts.

She coUcdled alfo a cabinet of books, piclures, and various

curioliiies. She died in 1764, at the age of forty-four; and,

it is faid with much more relignation than could have been

expeiled of a perfon fo little advanced in years, and fo fituated.

Two fpurious works have been attributed to her lince her death,

the one, a ftt of Memoirs, in tv/o volumes 8vo ; the other, a

coUedion of Letters, in three volumes, which have at leaft the

merit of painting her charader with (kill. The memoirs attri-

bute to fier, in conformity with the popular ideas, much more
intliiencc than (he adluallv potrelfed.

POiMPEY, or POMPEIUS (Gnerts), flrnamcd Magnus,
or the Gnat, wa.^ of a noble Roman family, the foa of Pompeius
Strabo, and Lucilia. He was born the fame year with Cicero,

but nine months later, namely, in the confulfhip of Caspio and

Serranus, 105 years before the Chriftian a;ra. His father was a

general of great abilities, and under him he learned the art of

war. . When he v.as only twenty-three he raifed three legions

which he led to Sylia. Three years after, he drove the opponents

of Sylla from Africa and Sicily. Young as he was he had

aJready won the foldiers fufficiently, by his mildnefs and mili-

tary talents, to excite the jealoufy of Sylla, who therefore recalled

him to Rome. His foldiers would have detained him in fpite of

the dictator's orders, but he obeyed, and was rewarded on his

arrival by the name of Magnus, given him by Syila, and foon

after confirmed unanimoully by his countrymen. Pie obtained

alfo the honours of a triumph, which the dictator permitted

rather unwillingly, and was the ftrft inifance of a Roman knight,

who had not ril'en to any magiftracy, being advanced to that

elevation. This was in 81 A. C. In a Ihort time, he had ob-

tained as much power by the voluntary favour ot the people, as

8ylia had before by arms : and after the death of that extraor-

dinary mian, obliged Lepidus to quit Rome, and then undertook

the war againll Sertorius in Spain, which he brought to a for-

tunate conclufion. For this vidory he triumphed a fecond

time, A. C. 73, being ftill only in the rank of a knight. Not long

afterwards he was chofen conful. In that office he re-eflablilbed

the power of the tribunes; and, in the courfe of a tew years,

exterminated the pirates who infefled the Mediterranean,

gained great advantages againfl Tigranes and Mithridates, and

carried his vidorious arms into Media, Albania, Iberia, and

the molt important parts of Afia ; and fo extended the bounda-

yics of the P.oman 'Empire, that Afia Minor, which before formed
the
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the extremity of its provinces, now became, in a manner, the

centre of them. "When he returned to receive a triumph for

thefe victories, he courted popularity by difmiirmg his troops

and entering the city as a private citizen. He triumphed with

great fplendor ; but not feeling his influence fuch as he had
hoped, he united with Cx;far and CralTus to form the firft

triumvirate. He ilrcngthencd his union with Ca^far by marry-
ing his daughter Julia ; he was dertined licverthelefs to find in

Ca^far not a friend, but too fuccefsful a rival. While C^efar

was gaining in his long Gallic wars a fame and a power that

were foon to be invincible, Pompey was endeavouring to cul-

tivate his popularity and influence in Rome. Ere long they

took dircdlly contrary parties. Pompey became the hope and
the fupport of the Patricians and the fenate, while C^far was the

idol of the people. On the return of the latter from Gaul, in

the year 51 A. C. the civil war broke out, which terminated, as

is well known, by the defeat ot Pompey in the battle of Phar-

falia, A. C. 49, and the bafe aflafllnation of him by the officers

oi Ptolemy in Egypt. It appears that Pompey had not lefs

ambition than 'Caviar, but was either more fcrupulous, or lefs

fagacious and fortunate in his choice of means to gratify that

paffion. He was unwilling to throw ofl'^ the mafk of virtue and

moderation, and hoped to gain every thing by intrigue and the

appearance of tranfcendent merit. In this he might have been

fuccefsful, had he not been oppofed to a man whofe prompt
and decifive meafures difconcerted his fecret plans, drove things

at once to extremities, and forced him to have recourfe to the

decifion of arms, in which viclory declared againfl: him. The
moderate men, and thofc who were hncerely attached to the

republic of Pome, dreaded, almoft equally, the fuccefs of

Pompey and of Casfar. Cato, who took the mourning habit on
the breaking out of the civil war, had refolved upon death if

C^efar fhould be vivSlorious, and exile if fuccefs (hould declare

for Pompey,
POMPIGNAN (John James le Franc), marquis of, a-

French nobleman, flill rnore diltinguKhed by his talents in poetry

than by his rank, was born at Montauban in 1709. He was
educated for the magiltracy, and became advocate-general, and
firft prefident of the court of aids at Montauban. Plis inclina-

tion for poetry, however, could not be repreiled, and at the age

of twenty-five he produced his tragedy of Dido, in which he

approved himfelf not only one of the moft fuccefsful imitators of

Racine, but an able and elegant poet. After this fuccefs at

Paris, he returned to his duties at Montauban, which he fulfilled

in the mofi: upright manner ; but having fufl'ered a fliort exile,

on account of fome ftep which difpleafed the court, he became
difgufted with the office of a magiftrate. As he had now alfo

increaftd his fortune by an advantageous marriage, he deter-

mined
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mined to remove to Paris, where at firlt he was received as hi^

virtues and his talents defervcd. His lincere attachment to Chrif-

tianitv brought npon him a perfecution trom the phiU)ruphiits,

which, after a time, drove him back to the country. Voltaire

and his alibciates had now inundated France with their deilUcal

trasSls, the materialifni of Helvetius in his book de I'Efprit, had

jufl: been brought forward in the mofl; triumphant manner, the

enemies of Chriftianity had filled the Encycljpedic with the poifon

of their opinions, and had by their intrigues termed a powerful

party in the French academy, when the marquis of T*ompignan

was admitted as an academician, in 1760. He iiad the courage,

at his admiflion to pronounce a difcourfe, the uhjeft of which

was to prove that the man of virtue and religion is the only true

philofopher. From this moment he was tfie objc6l of perpetual

perfecution. Voltaire and his affociates were indefatigable in

pouring out fatires againd him : his religion was called hypo-

crifv, and his public declaration in its favour an attem.pt to gain

the patronage of certain leading men. Thefeaccufations, as unjuft

as they were illiberal, mingled with every fpecics of farcallic wit,

had the efFe6l of difgufting the worthy marquis with Paris. He
retired to his eltate of Pompignan, where he patt the remainder

of his days in the practice of a true philofophy, accompanied by

lincere piety; and died of an apoplexy in 1784, at the age of

feventy-trve, mofl: deeply regretted by his neighbours and depen-

tlents. The fhameful treatment of this excellent man, by the

feci which then reigned in the academy, is a ftrong illuftration

of their confpiracy againft religion, fo ably detailed by M. Bar-

ruel, in the firfl volume of his Memoirs of Jacobinifm. When
once he had declared himfelf a zealous Chriftian no merit was
allowed him, nor any effort fpared to overwhelm him with dif-

grace and mortification. His compolitlons neverthelefs were
and are eftcemed by impartial judges. His '* Sacred Odes,"
uotwithitanding the farcafm of Voltaire, *' facred they are, for

no one touches them," abound in poetical fpirit, and lyric beau-

ties ; though it is confelfed alfo that they have their inequalities.

His '* Difcourfes imitated from the books of Solomon," contain

important moral truths, delivered with elegance, and frequently

with energy. His imitation of the Georgics of Virgil, though

inferior to that of the abbe De Lille, (vvhofe verfification is the

richeft and mod energetic of modern French writers) has ye^

confiderable merit : and his'* Vc.yage de Languedoc," though
not equal in eafy and lively negligence to that of Chapelle, is

fuperior in elegance, corre£lnefs, and variety. He wrote alfo

fome operas which were not a^led ; and a comedy in verfe, in

one a£l, called " Les adieux dc Mars," which was reprefented

with fuccefs at the Italian comic theatre in Paris. The marquis
of Pompignan was diftinguifhed alfo as a writer in profc. His

* Eulo-
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** Eulogium oil the Duke of Burgundy," is written wit.h An
affeding fimplicity. His '* DiiTertaiions,"' bis '* Letter to ;hc

younger Racine,'' and his " Academical Dircourfes," a!l provt

a found judgement, a correal talte, and a genius improved
by careful (hidy of the cialfic models. He produced alfo a
** Tranflation of fome dialogues of Lucian," and fome " Tra-
gedies of EfchyUis," which are very generally eilecmed. He
was allowed to be a man of vafl literature, and alnioft imiverfal

knowledge in the fine arts. Yet fuch a man was to be ill-

treated, and crudicd, if pollible, becaufe he had the virtue to

declare himfelf a parti fan of religion. Even his enemies, and
the moft inflexible of them, Voltaire, were unable to deny ihfc

merit of fome of his poetical compolitions. The following

flanza in particular, in " An Ode on the Death of RoulTeau,"

obtained a triuinph for him in defiance of prejudice. The inten-

tion feems to be to illulfrate the vanity of thofc who fpeak

againit religion :

Le Nil a vu fur fes rivages

De noirs habitans des delcrts

Infulter par Icurs cris fauvages

L'Artre eclatant de I'univers.

Cris impuiifans! fureurs bizarres!

Tandis que ces monflres barbarcs

PoufToient d'infolentes clameurs,

JLe Dien, pourfuivant fa carriere,

Vcrfoit des torrens de lumicre

Sur fcs cbfcurs blafphemateurs.

*• Thus on the borders of the Nile, the black inhabitanfs

infult by their favage cries the ftar of d.:y. Vain cries, and

capricious fury! But while thefe barbarous monders fend up

their infolent clarpours, the God, purfuing his career, pours

floods of light upon his dufky blafphemers"—" I have hardly

ever feen," fays M. la Harpe, " a grander idea, exprelfed by a

more noble image, nor with a more imprellive harmony of

language. I recited the palfage one day to Voltaire, who
acknowledged that it united all the qualities of the fublime^ and,

when I named the author, flill praifed it more."

POIVIPONATIUS (Peter), an eminent Italian philofopher,

was born at Mantua in I462. He was fo little in ilature, that

he was almoH; a dwarf; yet pofTeiTcd an exalted genius, and was

confidered as one of the greated: philofophers of the age in which

he lived. He taught philofophy, firft at Padua, aitcrwards at

Bologna, with the highelt reputation. He had frequent difputa-

tions with the famous Achillini, whofe puzzling objections

would have confoimded him, had it not been for his flvill in par-

rying them by fome witticifm. Nothing can be more advan-

tageous
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tageoTis in difpute, than this talent of Pomponatius : by which
a man, who has no found anfwer, may get the laughers fo much
on his fide, that the conifulion due to himfelf will fall upon his

adverfary. His book *' Do Immortalitate Anima:," pnbliihcd

in 1516, occafion-ed much difcullion. He maintained in that

work, that the immortality of the fotil cannot be proved by
philofophical reafons

; yet declared his firm belief of it, as an
article of faith. 7"his precaution did not favc him ; many
advcrfaries rofe up againft him, who did not fcruple to treat him
as an atheilt ; and the monks procured his book, although he
wrote fcveral apologies for it, to be burnt at \'enice. His book
upon " Incantations" w'as alfo thought very dangerous. He
fhews in this, that he does not believe any thing of magic and
forcery ; and he lays a prodigious (Irefs on occult virtues in

certain men, by which they produced miraculous ctFe6ls. He
gives a great many examples of this ; but his adverfaiiies did not
admit them to be true, or free from the guilt of magic.

Pomponatius died in 1525 [y], according to Paul Jovius, in

his grand climadleric. He married three time:;, yet had only
one daughter, to whom he left a large fum of money. He ufed
to apply himfelf to the folution of difficulties fo very intenfely,

that he frequently forgot to eat, drink, fleep, and perform the

ordinary functions of nature : nay, it made him, as he himfelf
tells us, in his book de Fato, iii. 7. almoft diftraded, and a
laughin^-ltock to every one.

POMPONIUS LiETUS (Julius), tlie alTumed name of an
eminent Italian fcholar of the fifteenth century, whofe proper
appellation is fnppofed to have been yuh'o Sanjevcrino. He was
born in Calabria in 1425, an illegitimate offspring of the family
of Sanfcverino, for which reafon, it is fuppofed, he the more
ihidioully concealed his birth and relationfhip. He was a moit
accurate Latin fcholar, but unacquainted with Greek ; and fo

iciu['ulouily anxious to preferve the purity of his language, that

he uvoided reading the fcriptures for fear, as he faid, of infeding
)\\< ityle with barbarifm. The truth is, that he was for the chief
part ot his life more inclined to heathenifm than chriffianity

;

and is faid even to have celebrated the foundation of the city of
Rome, and to have dedicated altars to Romulus. He changed
his own name and thofe of his fcholars, for fuch as were per-
fectly Roman in form and found ; and in all things affedcd the
manners of the ancients. He has been generally fiippofed to be
the fame with Pomponius Sabinus, wiiofe notes on Virgil are
extant ; but this is denied by Heyne, on account of the Greek
contained in thofe annotation?. Being accufed of confpiring
againft Paul 11. he retired for a time to Venice, but returned to

[y] in E'ogiis.
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Rome after the death of that Pope, and pafTed the remainder of

his life in that city. He lived to the age of feventy, and it is

faid that before his death he became a fincere ChrilVian. He
wrote an abridgement of the Lives of the Caefars from the

Death of Gordian to Jultinian 111.; a book on the Rife of

Mahomet; the Life of Statins; on Grammar; on the Roman
Magilfrates, and other works.

PONTANliS (John Jovian), was born at Ccrreto in

IS426, and fettled at Naples, where his merit procured him iiluf-

trious friends. He became preceptor to Alphonfo the younger,

king of Arragon, to whom he was afterwards fecretary and

counfellor of iiate. Having reconciled this prince to his father

Ferdinand, and not being rewarded by the latter as he tliought

he deferved, he aimed againft him *' A Dialogue on Ligrati-

tude," in which alfo he launched out into the piaifes of Charles

VHL of France, his great enemy. Fenlinand had the magna-
nimity to dcfpife his ccnfures, and fuffer him to hold his appoint-

ments. Pontanns died, according to Moreri, in 1503, at the

age of feventyifeven, according to others two years later. His
epitaph is famous, and though vain enough in the beginning,

concludes with a fine thought, which fecms to have fuggefted

the {till more fublime clofe of Dr. Poller's epitaph on himfelf.

Sum Johannes Jovianus Pontanus,

Qi^iem amaverunt bons Mufa-,

Sufpexerunt viri probi,

Honeftaverunt Reges, Domini.
Scis jam quis fmi, aut quis potius fuerim.

Ego vero te, Hofpes, nofcere in tenebris nequeo,

Sed teipfum. ut nofcas, rogo.—Vale.

He wrote the " Hiftory of the Wars of Ferdinand L and

John of Anjou," and feveral works in profe which were col-

le6led at Venice in 1519, making three volumes, quarto. His

poetical works were collected at the fame place in 1533, and

form one volume in 8vo.

POOLE (Matthew) [z], an eminent nonconformiif mi-

nifter, was fon of Francis Poole, efq; of York, where he was

born in 1624. After a proper education in grammar and lan-

guage, he was fent to Emanuel college in Cambridge, where he

took a mafter of arts degree ; and falling in with the Prefbyte-

lian opinions concerning ecclefiaflical polity, which then pre-

vailed, he entered into the miniftry, and about 1648 was made
redlor of St. Michael le Quern in London. He became fo

famous and of fo much weight with his party, that, in 1658,

[z] Calamy's Account of ejedled Minifters after the Reftoration in 1660, vol. ii.

p. 14. General DitHioniry.
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when he publinied, " A Model for the mnintaining of Students

of choice Abilities at the Univerfity, and principally in order to

the Miniftry," it was accompanied with a recommendation

from the imiverfity, figned by fevcral heads of hoiifes in Cam-
bridge, among whom were Cudworth, Whitchcot, Worthington,

Dillingham, Ice. Refufing to comply with the Aft of Unifor-

mity in 1662, lie was ejefted from his living ; upon which occa-

lion he printed a piece in Latin, entitled, " Vox clamantis in

deferto:" he fubmiited, however, to the law, with a comtnend-

able refignation. Being unmarried, and enjoying a paternal

eitate of icol. a year, he fat down to his ftudies, and refolved

to einploy his pen in the fervice of religion in general, without

regard to particular difputes among Proteftants. With this

view, he drew the defign of a very laborious and ufeful work,

wh-ich was publilhed bv him, 1669, &c. under the title of
" Synopfis Criticorum JBiblicorum," five vols, folio, and met
with a good reception from all parties. In the midll of this

employment, he found leifure to tertify his zeal againfl: popery,

in a treatife entitled, " The Nullity of the Romifh Faith, con-

cerning the Church's Infallibility, 1666," 8vo. When Gates's

depofitions concerning the popilh plot were printed in 1679,
Poole found his name in the lilt of thofe that were to be cut off;

and an incident befel him foon after, which gave him the

greateO: apprehenfion of his danger. Having palled an evening

at alderman Alhurft's, he took a Mr. Chorley to bear him com-
pany home. When they came to the narrow palTage which
leads from Clerkenwell to St. John's-court, there were two men
landing at the entrance ; one of whom, as Poole came along,

cried out to the other, " Here he is:" upon which the other

replied, " Let him alone, for there is fomebody with him."
As foon as they were paffed, Poole alked his friend, if he heard

what thofe men faid ? and upon his anfwering that he had,
*• Well," replied Poole, " I had been murdered to-night, if

you had not been with me." It is faid, that, before this inci-

dent, he gave not the lead credit to what was faid in Gates's

depofition ; but then he thought proper to retire to Holland,

where he died the fame year, in Gdober, not without a fuf-

picion of being poifoned, as Calamy relates.

He publillied feveral fmall pieces, befides what has been

mentioned ; and he alfo wrote a volume of *' Englifh Annota-
tions upon the Holy Scriptures ;" but was prevented by death

from going further than the 58th chapter of Ifaiah. That
work was completed by others, and publilhed, 1688, in two
vols, folio [a]. Wood obferves, " that he left behind him the

charader of a^ very celebrated critic and cafuift: * and Calamy

[a] Fafti Oxon. vol. ii.

Vol. Xn. Z tells
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tells us, that " he was very facetious in converfation, very true

to his friend, very ftri£l in his piety, and univerfal in his

charity."

POPE (Alexander) [b], a celebrated Englilh poet, was
defcended from good families, and born June 8, 1688, in the

Strand, where his father was^hen a hatter. He was taught to

read very early by an aunt, and learned to write without any
afliftance, by copying printed books. The family being of the

Romifh religion, he was put, at eight years of age, under a

prieft named Taverner, who taught him the rudiments of the

Latin and Greek languages together ; and foon after fent to a

popifh feminary near Winchefier, whence he was removed to a

fchool at Hyde-Park-corner. He difcovered very early an incli-

nation to verfifying ; and the tranflations of Ogilby and Sandy f,

from Virgil and Ovid, firft falling in his way, thefe were his

favourite authors. At twelve, he retired with his parents to

Binfield, in Windfor Forefl: ; and there became acquainted with

the writings of Spenfer, Waller, and Dryden. Dryden (truck

him molt, probably becaufe the caft of that poet Avas molf con-
genial with bis ov/n ; and therefore he not only ifudied his works
intenfely, but ever after mentioned him with a kind of veneration.

He once obtained a fight of him at a coffee-houfe, but never was
known to him : a misfortune, which, in one of his letters to

Mr. Cromwell, he laments in thefe pathetic words, *' Virgilium

tantum vidi."

Though Pope had been under more tutors than one, yet they

Tvere fo infufficient for the purpofe of teaching, that he had

learned very little from them : fo that, being obliged afterwards

to begin all over again, he may juftly be confidered as one of

the au%oi^a.K%ti or felf-taught. At fifteen, he had acquired a

readinefs in the two learned languages, to which he foon after

added the French and Italian. He had already fcribbled a great

deal of poetry in various ways ; and this year fet about an epic

poem, called ** Alcander." He long after communicated it to

Atterbury, with a declared intention to burn it ; and that friend

concurred with him ;
'* though [c]," adds he, ' I would have

interceded for the firft page, and put it, with your leave, among
my curiofities." What the poet himfelf obferves upon thefe

early pieces, is agreeable enough ; and (hews, that, though at

firrt a little intoxicated with the waters of Helicon, he after-

wards arrived to great fobriety of thinking. *' I confefs [d],"
fays he, ** there was a time, when I was in love with myfelf

;

and my firft produftions were the children of felf-love upon
innocence. I had made an epic poem, and panegyrics on all

fb] Blographia Britannica. [c] Atterbury's Eplftolary Correfpondence»
vol. i. [d] Pretace to his Works,
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the princes ; and I thought myfelf the greatefl: genius that ever

was. I cannot but regret thefe delightful vifions of my child-

hood, which, like (he fine colours we fee when our eyes are fhut,

are vanilhed for ever."

His pallorals, bgun in 1704, firft introduced him to the wits

of the time; among whom were Wycherly and Wal(h. This
lalt gentleman proved a fincere friend to him ; and told him,
among other things, that there was one way left open for hina

to excel his predeceifors, which was corre6lnefs : obferving, that

though we had feveral great poets, yet none of them were cor-

rc6L Pope took the hint, and turned it to good account ; for no
doubt the di'dinguifhing harmony of his numbers was in a great

meafure owing to it. The fame year, 1704, he wrote the firft

part of his " Windfor Foreft," though the whole was not pub-
Jilhed till 17 10. In 1708, he wrote the '* Eflay on Criticifm ;"

which production was juftly efteemed a mafter-piece in its kind,

and Ihevv^ed not only the peculiar turn of his talents, but that

tht)fc talents, young as he was, were ripened into perfedlion.

He was then not twenty years old ; and yet the maturity ofjudge-

ment, the knowledge of the world, and the penetration into

human nature, difplayed in that piece, were fuch as would have
done honour to the greateft abilities and experience.

But whatever may be the merit of the " EiTay on Criticifm,"

it was ftill furpafl'ed, in a poetical view, by the ** Rape of the

Lock," firft completely publilhed in 1712. The former ex-

celled in the dida6lic ftyle, for which he was peculiarly formed;
a clear head, ftrong fcnfe, and a found judgement, being his

charafteriiUcal qualities : but it is the creative power of ima-
gination, that conftitutes what is properly called a poet; and
therefore it is in the *• Rape of the Lock," that Pope moft.

ilrongly difplays his poetical talents. In 1713, he gave out

propofals for publifhing a tranflation of *' Homer's Iliad," by
lubfci iption ; in which all parties concurred fo heartily, that

he acquired a confiderable fortune by it. The fubfcription

amounted to 6000I. befides 1200I. which Lintot, the bookfeller,

gave him for the copy. Addifon is faid to have fecretly oppofed

him, and to have trandated, himfelf, the firft book of the Iliad;

which was afterwards publifhed under Tickell's name, with a-

view of difgracing his. Pope had long paid an awful veneration

to this rival, the confcioufnefs of which probably gave now a
keener edge to his refentment : but, though this apparent treachery

hurt him exceedingly, yet he managed it very difcreetly ; and
at laft revenged it in thofe fevere but excellent lines, the juftice

of which has been ftrongly contefted by many able writers.

Pope's finances being now in good condition, he purchafed a
houfe at Twickenham ; and removed there, with his father and
mother, in 17 15; wher^ the former died about two years after.

Z2 As
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As he was a Papift, he could not purchafe, nor put his money to

interefl; on real fecurity ; and, as he adhered to the caufe of king

James, he made it a point of confcience not to lend it to the new
government : fo that, though he was worth near 20,000 1. when
he laid afide bufinefs, yet living afterwards upon the capital, he

left but a flender fubftance to his family. His fon, however,
did not fail to improve it to the utmoil : he had already acquired

much by his publications, and he was very attentive to acquire

more. In 171 7, he publilbed a colle6tion of all he had printed

feparately ; and proceeded to give a new edition of Shakfpeare,

which, being publiihed in 1721, difcovered chat he hr.ri confulted

his fortune more than his fame in that undertaking. The
** Iliad" being finidied, he engaged upon the like footing to

undertake the '• CdyJey." Broome and Fenton tranflated part

of it, and received 500I. of Pope for their labours. It was
publiihed in the fame manner, and on the fame conditions to

Lintot, excepting that, inftead of 1200I. he had but 600I. for

the copy. T"his work being finifhed in 1725, he was afterwards

employed with Swift and Arbuthnot in printing fome volumes
of " Mifcellanies." About this time, he narrowly efcaped

lofing his life, as he was returning home in a friend's chariot

;

which, on palling a bridge, happened to be overturned, and
thrown with the horfes into the river. The glafTes were up,

and he not able to break them : fo tliat he had immediately been
drowned, if the poftillion had not broken them, and dragged him
out to the bank. A fragment of the glafs, however, cut him fo

(Jefperately, that he ever after loft the ufe of two of his fingers.

In 1727, his " Duriciad" appeared in Ireland, and the year

after in England, with notes by Swift, under the name of Scrib-

lerus. This edition was prefented to the king and queen by
fir Robert Walpole, who, probably about this time, offered to

procure Pope a penfion, which however he refufed, as he had
formerly done a propofal c,{ the fame kind made him by lord

Haltifax. He greatly cultivated the fpirit of independency; and
*' Unplaced, unpenfioned, no m.an's heir or flave," was fre-

quently his boaft. He fomewhere obferves, that the life of an
author is a Hate of warfare : and he has ihewn himfelf a com-
plete general in this kind of war. He long bore the infults and
injuries of his enemies, but at length, in the '* Dunciad,"
revenged himfelf upon them altogether. Even Gibber, who
was afterwards advanced to be the hero of it, could not forbear

jOwning, that nothing was ever more perfe6l and finiflied in its

kind, than this poem [e
f.

In 1729, by the advice of lord Bolingbroke, he turned his

pen to fubjeds of morality; and accordingly we find him, with

[e] tpiftle to Mr. Pope.
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the afllftance of that noble friend, who at the fame time mifled him

on many philofophical points, employed this year on the ** ElFay

on Man." The following extra<A of a letter to Swift difcovers

the reafon of his lordfhip's advice :
'* Bid him," fays Boling-

broke, ** talk to you of the work he is about, I hope, in good

earneft ; it is a fine one, and will be, in his hands, an original.

His fole complaint is, that he finds it too eafy in the execution.

This flatters his lazinefs : it flatters my judgement ; who always

thought, that, univerfal as his talents are, this is eminently and

peculiarly his, above all the writers I know, living or dead ; I

do not except Horace." Pope tells the dean, in the next letter,

that *' the work, lord Bolingbroke fpeaks of with fuch abundant

partiality, is a fyftem of ethics, in the Horatian way." In pur-

fuing the fame defign, he wrote his *' Ethic Epiftles :" the fourth

of which, *' Upon Tafte," giving great offence, as he was fup-

pofed to ridicule the duke of Chandos under the charadter of
** Timon," is faid to have led him to write his " Satires,"

which he continued till 1739. He ventured to attack perfons of

the higheft rank, and fet no bounds to his fatirical excurfions.

A genuine colledion of his ** Letters" was publilhed in 1737.

In 1738, a French tranflation of the " Eifay on Man," by

the abbe Refuel, was printed at Paris ; and Mr. Croufaz, a

German profelTor, animadverted upon this fyftem of ethics,

which he reprefented as nothing but a fyflem of materialifm.

Warburton wrote a Commentary upon the Elfay; in which he

defends it againft Croufaz, whofe objedlions he fuppofes to be

owing to the faultinefs of Refnel's tranflation. The poem was

republillied in 1740, with the Commentary. Pope now added a

fourth book to the Dunciad, which was firit printed feparately, in

1 742 ; but in the enfuing year, the whole poem came out together,

as a fpecimen of a more corredl edition of his works. He had

made fome progrefs in that defign, but did not live to complete

it. He had all his life long been fubjedl to the head-ach ; and

that cotnplaint, which he derived from his mother, was now
greatly increafed by a dropfy in his breaft:, under which he ex-p

pired the 30th of May, 1744, in his fifty. fixth year. In his

will, dated Dec. 12, 1743, mifs Blount, a lady to whom ha

was always devoted, was made his heir during her life ; and,

among other legacies, he bequeathed to Warburton the property

of all fuch of his works already printed, as he had written or

fhould write commentaries upon, and had not been otherwife dif-

pofed of or alienated; with this condition, that they were pub-

lilhed without fubfequent alterations. In difcharge of this truft>

that learned man gave a complete edition of all Pope's works,

1751, in nine volumes, 8vo.

A work, entitled, '* An Eflay on the Writings and Genius of

Pope," by Dr. Warton, the firft: volume of which was pub-
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liflied ih 1756, and the fecond In 1782, will be read with

the greateft pleafure by thofe, who defire to know more of the

perfon, charadler, and writings of this excellent poet. Lord

Orrery thus fpeaks of him in his Life of Swift: *' If we may
judge of him by his works, his chief aim was to beefleemed a man
of virtue. His letters are written in that ftyle; his lad volumes are

all of the moral kind ; he has avoided trifles, and confeqnently

has efcaped a rock which has proved very injurious to Dr. Swift's

reputation. He has given his imagination full fcope, and yet

has preferved a perpetual guard upon his condu6l. The con-

flitution of his body and mind might eafily incline him to '.he

habits of caution and referve. The treatment which he met

with afterwards, from an innumerable tribe of adverfaries, con-

firmed this habit ; and made him flower than the dean, in prov

nouncing his judgement upon perfons and things. His profe-

•writings are little lefs harmonious than his verfc ; and his voice,

in common converfation, was fo naturally mufical, that I re-

member honeft Tom Southern ufed to call him the little night-

ingale. His manners were delicate, eafy, and engaging ; and

he treated his friends with a politenefs that charmed, and a

generofity that was much to his honour. Evrry gueft was made

happy within his doors, pleafure dwelt under his roof, and ele-

gance prefided at his table."

The admirable account of his life and writings by Dr. John-

fon, with the mafterly parallel drawn by that able critic between

him and Dryden, muft long fuperfede all other efforts on the

fubjcdl, but are too well known to require that any part of them

iliokild be inferted here. A new tribute to the fame and merits

of Pope has lately been given, in the excellent edition of his

works prepared by Dr. Warton ; whofe Effay on his writings

above-mentioned, had long convinced the world that no man
could be better qualified for fuch a taflc. The following infcrip-

tion, in a copy of his works printed in 1717, 4to, and prefenied

to Mr. Bethel, may ferve at once as a fpecimen of his Latin

compofition, and an additional proof of his known friendifiip

for that worthy man.

Viro antiqua probitate et amicitia pra^dito,

Hugoni Bethel, Munufculum Alexandri Pope.

Te mihi junxeruBt nivei finecrimine mores,

Simplicit?fque fagax, ingenuufque pudor,

Et bene nota- fides, et candor frontis honeftas,

Et ftudia a fludlis non aliena meis.

The copy is ftill preferved in the family of Mr. Bethel, with this

infcription, in the hand-writing of the poet.

POPHAM (Sir John), an Englilh lawyer of great emi-

nence, was the. eldeft fon of Edward Popham, efq; of Hunt-
worth in SoHiejfetihire, and born in 1531. He was fome time

a ftudent
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a ftudent at Baliol college in Oxford, being then, as Wood fays,

given at leifure hours, to manly fports and exercifes. When he

removed to the Middle Temple, he is faid at firfl to have led a

ditfipated life, but applying diligently afterw-^ards to the ftudy of

the law, he rofe to fome of its higheft honours. He was ijiade

ferjeant at law about 1570, folicitor-general in 1 579, attorney-

general in 1581, when he alfo bore the office of treafurer of the

Middle Temple. In 1592, he was promoted to the rank of

chief juftice of the court of King's-bench ; not of the common

-

pleas, as, from fome exprellions of his own, has been errone-

oufly fuppofed [g]. At the fame time he was knighted. In
1601 he was one of the lawyers detained by the unfortunate earl

of EflTex, when he formed the abfurd projeft of defending him-
felf in his houfc ; and on the earl's trial gave evidence againft

him relative to their detention. He died in the year 1607, at

the age of feventy-fix, and was buried at Wellington in his

native country, where he had always refided as much as his

avocations would permit. He was efteemed a fevere judge in

the cafe of robbers, but his feverity was well-timed, as it reduced

the number of highwaymen, who before had greatly infefted the

country. His works arc, I. *' Reports and Cafes, adjudged in

the Time of Queen Elizabeth," folio, London, 1656. 2. '' Re-
folptions and Judgements upon Cafes and Matters agitated in all

the Courts at Weftminfter in the latter End of Queen Eliza-

beth," 4to, London.
PORDENONE (Giovanni Antonio LiCiNio), known by

the former name, from the village of Pordenone, about twenty-

five miles from Udino, in which he was born in 1484, had a

ftrong talent for hiftorical painting, which he carried to a high

degree of perfedlion, without any other aid than the careful ftudy

of the works of Giorgone. He painted at firft in frefco, but

afterwards in oil, and was particularly diftinguifhed by his fkill

in forefliortening his figures. His invention was fertile, his

tafte good, his colouring not unlike that of Titian, and his

defigns had the merit of uniting force and eafe. A ftrong emu-
lation fubfifted between him and Titian, and it is certainly no
fmall commendation of him to fay, that he was able to fuftain

any competition with fuch a mafter. It is faid, however, that they

who endeavoured to fupport him in this rivalftiip, were aftuated

by malignity and envy towards Titian. It is related alfo, that

when he worked in the fame town with Titian, he was fo afraid

of the effects of his jealoufy, that he never v/alked out without

arms ofFenfive and defenfive. Pordenone painted at Genoa for

prince Doria, but did not there give entire fatisfadtion ; he then

returned to Venice, and was afterwards invited to Ferrara by the

4iuke of that ftate, from whom he received many fignil marks

[g] See Berkenhout's Biogr. Lit. p. 270, note b.
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of favour and efteem. He died in 1540, at the age of fifty-fix,

and his death has been by fome authors attiibuted to poifon given

by fome painters at Ferrara, jealous of the diftindions he

received at court. He had a nephew who was called young
Pordenone.

POREE (Charles), a French Jefuit, of great genius, was

born in 1675, and entered into that fociety in 1692. He was
profelfor of the belles lettres, of rhetoric, and of theology, fnc-

ceflively
i
and (hone exceedingly in every department. He was

a trainer of youth all his life \ and, it is prefumed, that no man
ever exceeded him in this employment. This Voltaire fays of

him ; and adds, that *' he was eloquent after the (lyle and tafte

of Seneca; a very beautiful poet: but that his greatefi: merit

conlifled in infpiring his pupils with the love of learning and

virtue [h]." He died in 1741. There are orations, comedies,

tragedies, and poems of feveral kinds by him in Latin. His
brother Charles-Gabriel was alfo eminent as a writer.

PORPHYRIUS, a philofopher of great name among the

ancients, was born A. D. 233, in the reign of Alexander

Severus [i]. He was of Tyre, and had the name of Malchus,
in common with his father, who was a Syrophoenician. St.

Jerome and St. Auguftin have called him Bataneotes; whence
Tabricius fufpe6ls, that the real place of his nativity was Ba-
tanea, a town of Syria ; and that he was carried thence with a

colony to Tyre. He went to Athens, where he had the fa-

mous Longinus for his mafler in rhetoric, who changed his

Syrian name Malchus, as not very pleafnig to Grecian ears,

into that of Porphyrins, which anfwers to it in Greek. After-

wards he proceeded to Rome, where, at thirty years of age, he

heard Plotinus ; whofe life he has written, and inferted in it

many particulars concerning hiinfelf. Five years after, he
went to refide at Lilyba;um in Sicily, on which account he is

fometimes called Siculus : and here, as Eufebius and Jeronie

relate, he compofed thofe tainous books againft the Chriflians,

which, for the name and authority of the man, and for the

acutenefs and learning with which they were Written, were after-

wards thought fo coniiderable, as to be fuppreifed by particular

editSI:?, under the reigns of Conftantine and Theodofius, Some
have furmifed, that thefe books are ftill extant, and fecretly pre-

ferved in the duke of Tufcany's library: but, there is little doubt

that thqy were deilroyed by the m.iitaken zeal of the Chriftians.

The circumftances of Porphyry's life, after his arrival in Sicily,

are little known ; except that he died at Rome, towards the

end of Dioclefian's reign, when he was above feventy. Some
have imagined that he was in the early part of his life a Chrif-

tian, bvjt afterwards, through fome difgufl or other, deferted

[h] EfTcii fur I'Hiftoire, Sec. torn. vii. [i] Fabric. BibliotB. GrKC. torn. iv.

c; HolAcnius de vit & fcript. Porphyrii ibid, fubjundl.

that
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that profeflion, and grew exceedingly bitter againft it: while
others have hinted, that he embraced Chriftianity when he was
old, and after he had written with great acrimony againft it.

There is little foundation for the former of thefe opinions, ex-
cept that in his youth he was familiarly acquainted with Origen

;

whofe great and extenfive reputation had drawn him to Alex-
andria, With refpedt to the latter, Eunapius, who wrote a Life
of Porphyry, which is ftill extant, after obferving that he lived
to be extremely old, fays, " hence it came to pafs, that many
things in his later writings contradidl what he had advanced in
his former ; whence I cannot but fnppofe, that, as he grew older,

he changed his opinions
:

" yet there is no reafon to conclude, that
the change here alluded to was from Paganifm to Chriftianity.

Porphyry wrote a great number of bojks, the far greater
part of which have perifhed. Some have wiftied that his books
againft the Chriftians had come down to us, becaufe they are
firmly perfuaded that, among innumerable blafphemics againft

Chrift and his religion, which might eafily have been confuted,
many admirable things would have been found. This, indeed,

may reafonably be fuppofed ; for Porphyry was not only at the
head of the later Platonifts, and on that account called by wav
of diftindlion ** the philofopher," but he was confummate in
Jill kinds of learning and knowledge. Some of his works
remain: and the four following, *' De abftinentia ab efu ani-

malium ;" " De vita Pythagoras ;" *' Sententias ad intelligi-

bilia ducentes ;" " De Antro Nymphorum ;" with a fragment
*' De Styge," preferved by Stobasus, were printed at Cam-
bridge in 1655, 8vo, with a Latin verlion, and the Life of
Porphyry fubjoined, by Lucas Holftenius. The '* Life of
Pythagoras," which however is but a fragment, has fmce been
publiilied by Kufterus, at Amfterdam, 1707, in 4to, in con-
jun61:ion with that written by Jamblichus, who was a difciple

of this philofopher. It fliould have been obferved, that the above
pieces of Pythagoras, printed at Cambridge, were publilhed

Jointly with Epicletus and Arrian's Commentary, and the

Tabula Cebetis.

PORTA (John Baptista), a Neapolitan gentleman, who
made himfelf famous by his application to letters and to fcience

;

particularly mathematics, medicine, and natural hiftory. He
was born in 1445, and becoming eminent for his knowledge,
held a kind of literary aflembly at his houfe, in which, ac-

cording to the notions of thofe times, they treated occafionally

on the fecrets of magic. The court of Rome on this account
forbid thefe meetings, but his houfe was always the re fort of
literary men, foreign as well as Neapolitan. He compofed
dramas, both tragic and comic, which had fome fuccefs at

the time, but are not now extaoat. He died in the year 15 15.

The
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The chief of his works now extant arc, i. " De Magia na-

tural!, " i2mo, Amfterdam, 1664; a work in which he teaches

how to produce wonderful efFe£ts by natural caufes ; but in

which are fome extravagances. 2. ** De Phyfiognomia,

"

printed at Leyden in 4to, 1645. He judges of the phyfiog-

:nomy of men chiefly by comparing them to different animals

;

and with his other fancies mixes thofe. of judicial aftrology.

3. " De occultis literarum notis ;" in which he treats of th&

modes of writing in cypher ; which he does with great co-

pioufnefs and diligence. 4. " Phytognomica," a pretended

method of knowing the inward virtues of things by infpe£lion,

1583, folio, Naples. 5. " De Diftillationibus," Rome, 4to,

To him is attributed the invention of the Camera Obfcura,

which was perfected by s'Gravefande. He is faid to have

formed the plan of an Encyclopaedia.

FORTES (Philip des), a poet to whom much of the im-
provement of the French language is attributed ; was born at

Chartres in 1546, whence he went to Paris. Attaching him-
felf there to a bifhop who was going to Rome, he gained an
opportunity of vifiting that city, and acquiring a perfedl know-
ledge of the Italian language. When he returned to France, he
applied himfelf entirely to French poetry, and was one of the

few poets wlio have enjoyed great affluence. This advantage he
owed in part to the great liberality of the princes by whom he
was protected. Henry HI. of France gave him 10,000 crowns,

to enable him to publifh his firft works. Charles IX. pre-

fented him with 800 crowns of gold for his poem of Rodomont.
The admiral de Joyeufe gave him an abbey for a fonnet. Be-
'fides which he enjoyed benefices to the amount altogether of

10,000 crowns a year. Henry III. even honoured him with
a place in his council, and confulted him on the mofl important

affairs. It is faid, that he refufed feveral bifhopricks; certain

it is, that he loved folitude and retirement, which he fought

as often as he could. He was very liberal to other men of

letters, and formed a large library, to which he gave them the

utmofl freedom of accefs. Some, who were envious of his

reputation, reproached him with having borrowed freely from
the Italian poets; but he was far from denying the charge,

and when a book appeared upon the fubjed, entitled, ** Ren-
contre des Mufes de France et d'ltalie," he faid, " If I had
known the author's defign, I could have furnllhed him with-

many more inffances than he has colieited." After the death

of Henry III. he joined himfelf for a time to the party of the

JLeague, but afterwards repented, and laboured zealoufly to ferve

the interefts of Henry IV. in Normandy. He fucceeded at

leaft in obtaining the friendfhip and efteem of that liberal mo-
narch. He died in 1606. Des Fortes is acknowledged to

have
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have been one of the chief hnprovers of the French language.

His works confift of fonnets, flanzas, elegies, fongs, epigrams,

imitations, and other poems; fome of which were hrft pub-

lifhed in 410, by Robert Stephens, in 1573. A tranflation of

the Pfalms was one of his lateft works, and confequently one

of the moft feeble. He appears to have loft his fire when it

was compofed. A delightful fimplicity is the charadleriftic of his

poetry, which is therefore more perfedt when applied to amo-
rous and gallant, than to noble fubjects. He often imitated and
almoft tranllated Tibullus, Ovid, and other cla(fics. A few
facred poems are publilhed in fome editions of his Pfalms,

which have little more merit than the Pfalms to which they

are fubjoined.

POSSEVIN (Antony), was born at Mantua in 1533, and
entered into the fociety of Jefuits in 1559. As a preacher, he
had diftinguiftied fuccefs, both in Italy and France ; and having

a very uncommon talent both tor languages and for negociation,

he was employed by pope Gregory XII L. in important em-
baflies to Poland, Sweden, Germany, and other parts of Eu-
rope. When he returned to Rome, he laboured to efFeil a
reconciliation between Henry IV. of France and the court of
Rome. This, however, difpleafed the Spanilh court, by
whom he was compelled to leave that city. He died at Fer-

rara, Feb. 26, 161 1, being then feventy-eight years old. Pof-

fevin, though fo deeply Ikilled in politics and knowledge of
mankind, was a man of profound erudition and exemplary

piety. The moft important of his works are, r. " Biblio-

theca feleda, de ratione ftudiorum," folio, publilhed at Rome
in 1593, and reprinted at Venice in 1603, in 2 vols, folio,

with many augmentations. This work was intended as a ge-

neral introdudtion to knowledge ; at once to facilitate the ap-

proach to it, and to ferve as a fubftitute for many books, the

perufal of which the author confidered as dangerous for young

minds. It treats diftlndfly of every fcience, with great extent

of learning, but not always with fufficient corrednefs. 2.

** Apparatus facer," 2 vols, folio, Cologne, 1607. The in-

tention of this book was to give a general knowledge of the

commentators on the Scriptures, and other theological writers.

Though the catalogues it contains were from the firft imperfedt

and ill-digefted, it was much circulated, as the beft book of the

time. It is now become almoft entirely ufelefs. 3. *' Mof-
covia," folio, 1587; a defcription of Ruffia, the fruit of fome
of his travels. 4. Some controverfial and other theological

iooks. 5. Some fmaller works, written and publilhed in

Italian.

POSTEL (William), a very ingenious but vifionary man,
vras by birth a Norman, of a fmall hamlet called Dolerie

;

where
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where he was born in 1510. Never did genius ftruggle with

more vigour againft the extremts of indigence. At eight

years old, he was deprived ot both his parents by the plague :

when only fourteen, unable to fubfift in his native place, he

removed to another near Pontoife, and undertook to keep a

fchool. Having thus obtained a little money, he went to Paris,

to continue his itudies ; but there was plundered ; and fufFered

£b much from cold, that he languifhed for two years in an hof-

pital. When he recovered, he again colle£led a little money
by gleaning in the country, and returned to Paris, where he

fubiilleJ by waiting on fome of the ftudents in the college of

St. Barbe ; but made, at the fame time, fo rapid a progrefs in

knowledge, that he became almoft an univerfal fcholar. His
acquirements \\ere fo extraordinary, that they became known-
to the king, Francis I. who, touched with fo much merit,

under fuch fmgular difadvantages, fent him to the Eaft to col-

led raanufcripts. This commilhon he executed fo well, that

on his return, he was appointed royal profeffor of mathema-
tics and languages, with a confiderable falary. Thus he might
appear to be fettled for life ; but this was not his deftiny. He
was unfortunately for himfelf attached to the chancellor Poyet,

who fell under the difpleafure of the queen of Navarre; and

Poftel, for no other fault, was deprived of his appointments,

and obliged to quit France. He now became a wanderer, and

a vifionary. From Vienna, from Rome, from thfe order of

Jefuits, into which he had entered, he was fucceiTively banifhed

for ftrange and fmgular opinions; for which alfo he was im-
prifoned at Rome and at Venice. Being releafed, as a mad-
man, he returned to Paris, whence the fame caufes again drove

him into Germany. At Vienna he was once more received,

and obtained a profeirorHiip ; but, having made his peace at

home, was again recalled to Paris, and re-eftablifhed in his

places. He had previoufly recanted his errors, but relapfmg

into them, was banifhed to a monaltery, where he performed

ads of penitence, and died Sej> ::. 6, 1581, at the age of fe-

venty-one.

Poftel pretended to be much older than he was, and main-
tained that he had died and rlfen again; which farce he fup-

ported by many tricks, fuch as colouring his beard and hair,

and even painting his face. For the fame reafon, in moft of

his works, he llyles himfelf, Pojiellns rejl'itutus. Notwith-
ftanding his ftrange extravagances, he was one of the greateft

geniufes of his time ; had a furprifmg quicknefs and memory,
with fo extenfive a knowledge of languages, that he boafted he

could travel round the world without au interpreter. Francis I,

regarded him as the wonder of his age ; Charles IX. called him
his philofopher ; and when he ledured at Paris, the croud of

auditors
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auditors was fometimes fo great, that they could only afTemblc

in the open court of the college, while he taught them from
a window. But by applying himfelf very earneflly to the ftudy

of the Rabbins, and ot the flars, he turned his head, and gave
way 10 the mnft extravagant chimeras. Among thefe, were
•the notions that women at a certain period are to have uni-

verfal dominion over men; that all the mylteries of Chrif-

tianity are demonrtr. ble by reafon ; that the foul of Adam had
entered into his body ; that the angel Raziel had revealed to

him the fecrets of he.ven ; and that his writings were di6lated

by Jefus Chrift himfelf. His notion of the univerfal do-
minioii of women, arofe from his attachment to an old maid
at Venice, in confcqiience of which he publiihed a ftrango-

book, Ciititled, " Des tres-marveiUeufes vi^loires des Femmes
du Nouveau Monde, et comme elles doivent par raifon a tout

le monde commander, et meme a ceux qui auront la monarchio
du Monde viel," i6mo, Paris, 1553. At the fame time, he
maintained, that the extraordinary age to which he pretended
to have lived, was occafioned by his total abftinence from all

commerce with that fex. His W'lks are as numerous as they
are Itrange ; and fome of them are very fcarce, but very little

deferve to be colleded. One of the moft important is entitled,
** De orbis Concordia," folio, Bale, 1544. In this the author
endeavours to bring all the world to the Chriftian faith. It is

divided into four books ; in the firft of which he gives the
proofs of Chriflianity ; the fecond ct)ntains a refutation of the

Ki'ran; the third treaf; of the origin of idolatry, and all falfe

religions ; and the fourth, on the mode of converting Pagans,

Jews, and Mahometans. Of his other works, which are enu-
merated in the French Difitonnaire HJlorique^ to the amount of
twei;ty-fix articles, many difplay iu their very titles the extra-

vagance of their contents ; fuch as, '* Clavis abfconditorum a

conftitutione mundi," i6mo, Paris, 1547. " De ultimo ju-
dicio,' ** Proto-evangelium," 6fc. Some are on fubjedls of more
real utility. But the fulleft account of the whole may be
fou.id in a book publifhed at Liege in 1773, entitled, *' ISTou-

veaux eclairciifemens fur la Vie et les ouvrages de Guillaume
Poifel," by father des Billons. The infamous book, " De
tribus impoftoribus," has been very unjuflly attributed to Poflel,

foj;, notwithftanding all his wildi.efs, he was a believer.

POSTLETHVVAYTE (Malachi), author of the Englifh
*' Commercial Diftionary," in 2 vols, folio, a work much and
juftly efteemed, died in 1767. Of his life we have not been
able topn^cure any particulars.

POTENGER John), fon of John Potenger, D. D. (who
was appointed mafter of VVinchefter-fchool Aug. i, 1642, and
died in Dec. 1659} was born in St. Swithin'sparifli, Winchefter,

July
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July 21, 1647, admitted on the foundation of the college in

1658, and thence removed to a fcholarfhip of Corpus Chrifti-

college, Oxon, where he took the degree of B. A. and after-

wards entered of the Temple, and was regularly called to the

bar. The office of comptroller of the pipe, which he held to

the day of his death, he purchafed, in 1676, of fir John Ernie,

then chancellor of the Exchequer, whofe daughter he married.

Speaking of his father, in one of his writings, he exprefTes

himfelt thus: ** About the thirteenth year of iny age, the

Chrillmas before the return of king Charles the Second, I loil

a loving father; I was not fo young but I was deeply fenfible

of the misfortune, knowing at what an unfeafonable time I

was deprived of him, when he fhould have received^ reward
for his loyal fuiferings. He would often difcourfe with me,
though young, about the unhappy times, and Jament the church's

and the king's misfortunes, which m.ade a great impreilion on
me ; and laid the ioundation, I hope, of my being a true fon

of the church of England, and an obedient fubjecl to my lawful

prince." In 1692 his wafe died, leaving him only one daughter,

who, in 1695, was married to Richard Bingham, efq; of Mel-
combe Bingham, in the county of Dorfet. Thither he retired

many years before his death, which happened on Dec. 18,

1733, in the eighty-feventh year of his age. He was buried by
his wife in Blunfden church, in the parifh of Highworth,
Wilts. Mr. Potenger alio publilTied <* A Paftoral Retie6i:ion

on Death," a poem, in 1691 ; and, ** The Life of Agricola,"

from Tacitus, and perhaps other feleft pieces ; but the far

greater part of his works, confilVmg of " Poems, Epiftles,

Tranflations, and Difcoxirfes," both in profe and verfe, was
referved only for the entertainment of his private friends, who
yet importuned him to make them public. Two original let-

ters to him from Dr. South, are printed in Nichols's Seledb

CoUedlion of Poems, p. 286.

POTT (Percival), an Englifh furgeon of the higheft

eminence, was born in Threadneedie-Ilreet, London, in De-
cember, 17 13. His father dying before he was quite four years

old, he was left in fome degree to the protection and patronage

of Wilcox, bifliop of Rocheller, who was a diup.nt relation of

his mother. The profeffion of furgery was his ov>n decided

choice, though the connexion above mentioned might natu-

rally have led him to the church; and in 1729, he was bound
apprentice to Mr. Nourfe, one of the furgeons of St. Bartho-

lomew's hofpital, under whom he was proibundly initru6led,

in wliat at that time was taught only by a few, the fcience of

anatomy. His fituation brought with it an abundance of prac-

tical knowledge, to which his own induftry led him to add all

that can be gained from a fagacious and crireful perufal of the

early



POTT. 551

early writers on furgery. Thus qualified, he was admirably

calculated to reform the fuperfluous and awkward modes of

practice which had hitherto difgraced the art. In 1736, having

finillied his apprenticeihip, he took a houfe in Fenchurch-ftreet,

and quickly was diftinguilhed as a young man of the moft brilliant

and promiiing talents. In 1745, he was elefted an alliilant fur-

geon, and, in 1749, one of the principal furgeons of St. Bartho-

lomew's hofpital. It was one of the honours of Mr. Pott's life

that he diveiced furgcry of its principal horrors, by fubflituting

a mild an,' rational mode of pradtice, (notwithftanding theoppo
fition of the older furgeonsj inftead of the aiSlual cautery, and
other barbarous expedientswhich had hitherto been employed;
and he lived to enjoy the fiitisfa6tion of feeing his improved plan
unlverfally adopted. Though he poifeiled the mofl diflinguifhed

talents for communicating his thoughts in writing, it feems to

have been by accident that he was led to become an author.

Immerfed in practice, it does not appear that hitherto he had
written any thing, except a paper '* on tumours attended with
a foftening of the bones," in the forty-firft volume of the Philo-

fophical Tranfailions : but, in 1756, a compound fradlure of
the leg, occafioned by a fall of his horfe in the llreets, gave him
leifure to plan, and in part to write, his treatife on ruptures.

The flattering reception of his publications, attached him after-

wards to this mode of employing his talents, fo that he was
feldom long without being engaged in fome work. His leg was
with difficulty preferved, and he returned to the labours of his

profeffion. In 1764, he had the honour of being elefted a

fellow of the Royal Society: and in the enfuing year he began
to give le6lures at his houfe, which was then in Watling-ftreet;

but finding it necelTary from the increafe of his bufmefs, to

choofe a more central fituation, he removed in 1769 to Lin-
coln's-inn-fields, and in 1777, to Hanover-fquare. His re-

putation had now rifen nearly to the greateft height, by means
of his various publications, and the great fuccefs of his prac-

tice. He was unFverfally confulted, and employed by perfons

of the firft rank and fituation ; and received honorary tributes

to his merit from the royal colleges of furgeons at Edinburgh,

and in Ireland. In 1787, he religned the office of furgeon to

St. Bartholomew's hofpital, ** after having ferved it," as he

exprelTed himfelf, " man and boy, for half a century;" and,

in December, 1788, in confequence of a cold, caught by going

cut of town to a patient in very fevere weather, he died, at the

age of feventy-five.

The genius of Mr. Pott was certainly of the firft order.

As an author, his language is correft, ftrong, and animated.

There are few inftances, if any, of fuch claffical elegance

united with fo much pradical knowledge and acutenefs. Hi

3 readin
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reading was-by no means confined to profefTIonal works, but

was various and extenfive ; and his memory fiiffercd nothing to

efcape. As a teacher he acquired the faculty of fpeaking rea-

dily, with great point and energy, and with a moft harmonious

and exprelfive elocution. As a pra6litioner in furgery, he had

all the effential qualifications ; found judgement, cool determi-

nation, and great manual dexterity. The following is a lift of

his works : i .
** An Account of Tumours which foften the

Bones," Philof. Tranf. 1741, No. 459. 2. " A Treatife on
Ruptures," 8vo, 1756, fecond edition, 1763. 3. '* An Account
of a particular Kind of Rupture, frequently attendant upon new-
born Children, and fometimes met wiih in Adults," 8vo, 1756.

4. " Obfervations on that Diforder of the corner of the Eye com-
monly called Fiftula Lachrymalis," 8vo, 1758. 5. *' Obferva-

tions on the Nature and Confequences of Wounds and Contufions

of the Head, Fradlures of the Skull, Concufiions of the Brain,"

&c. 8vo, 1760. 6. " Practical Remarks on the Hydrocele,

or Watry Rupture, and fome other Difeafes of the Tefticle,

its Coats and Vefiels. Being a Supplement to the Treatife on
Ruptures," 8vo, 1762. 7. " An Account of an Hernia of

the Urinary Bladder including a Stone," Philofoph, Tranfaft.

vol. liv. 1764. 8. " Remarks on the Difeafe commonly called

a Fiftula in Ano," 8vo, 1765. 9. " Obfervations on the Na-
ture and Confequences of thofe Injuries to which the Head is

liable from external Violence. To which are added, fome few
general Remarks on Fradtures and Diflocations," 8vo, 1768.

This is properly a fecond edition of No. 5. 10. ** An Ac-
count of the Method of obtaining a perfect or radical Cure of

the Hydrocele, or Watry Rupture, by Means of a Seton,"8vo,

1772. II. ** Chirurgical Obfervations relative to the Cata'raft,

the Polypus of the Nofe, the Cancer of the Scrotum, the dif-

ferent kinds of Ruptures, and the Mortification of the Toes
and Feet," 8vo, 1775. 12. ** Remarks on that Kind of Palfy

of the lower Limbs which is frequently found to accompany a

Curvature of the Spine, and is fuppofed to be caufcd by it;

together with its Method of Cure," 8vo, 1779. 13. ** Fur-
ther Remarks on the ufelefs State of the lower Limbs in confe-

quence of a Curvature of the Spine," being a fupplement to the

f.rmer treatife, 8vo, 1783. Thefe works v/erepublifhed collee-

tively by himfelf, in quarto ; and fince his death, in 3 vols. 8vo,

by his fon-in-law, Mr. Earle, with occafional notes and ob-

fervations, and the laft correftions of the author. This edition

was publifhed in 1790; and Mr. Earle has prefixed a life of
Mr. Pott, from which the prefent account is taken.

We are alfured, that Mr. Pott was no lefs amiable in pri-

ate life than eminent in his profeflion. While his mother
l/ed, he declined matrimonial engagement ; but, in 1746,

ibon
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foon after her death, he married the daughter of Robert Cnit-

tenden, efq; by whom he had four fons, and as many daughters.

Diligent as he was in his profeflion, he never fufFered his atten-

tion to its avocations to interfere with the duties of a hufband,

or a father : but though he was pleafmg as a companion, his

profedional manners had much <'f the roughnefs of the old

fchool of furgery. In his perfon he was rather lower than the

middle-fize, with an expreifive and animated countenance. For
the chief part of his life his labours were without relaxation

;

but latterly he had a villa at Neafden, and ufually pafTed about
a month at Bath, or near the Tea.

POTTER (Christopher), a learned Englifh divine, was
nephew of Dr. Barnabas Potter, bifhop of Carlifle ; and born
in Wcftmorland about I'^gi. He was admitted of Queen 's-

college, Oxford, in 1606, where he took, in due time, the

degrees in arts and divinity. He was firfl: made a' fellow, and
in 1626 fucceeded his uncle as provoft of his college. Though
a zealous puritanical preacher, he became at length an adherent

to Laud. In 1628, he preached a fermon at Ely-houfc, upon
the confecration of his uncle; who, " though a thorough-paced
Calviniil," fays Wood, w^as made bifliop of Carlifle by the
endeavours of Laud. In 1633, he publifhed, " An Anfwer to

a late Popifli Pamphlet, intituled, " Charity Miftaken:" (See

KNOT and CHILLINGWORTH), which he wrote by the

fpecial order of Charles I. whofe chaplain he was. In 163*^,

he was promoted to the deanery of Worcefter; and, in 1640,
became vice-chancellor of Oxford, in the execution of which
office he met with fome trouble from, the members of the long

parliament. Upon the breaking out of the civil wars, he fent

all his plate to the king ; and declared, that he would rather,

like Diogenes, drink out of the hollow of his hand, than that

his majedy fhould want : and he afterwards fufFered much for

the royal caufe. He was nominated to the deanery of Diirham,

Jan. 1646 ; but was prevented from being inftalled by his death,

which happened at his college in March following. He was
learned, and of exemplary life and converfation. Dr. Gerard
Langbaine, who fucceeded him in the provoftfhip of Queen's-

college, married his widow.
POTTER (Paul), or POTER, a Dutch painter of confi-

derable fame, was born at Enchuyfen in 1625, and died at

Amflerdam in 1654. He particularly excelled in landfcape,

and in reprefenting the various effedls of a bright fun upon rural

fcenery. As his views are all taken in Holland, they reprefent

uniformly a flat country, without any boldnef^or variety of
features. His human figures are inditferent, arid therefore very
fparingly introduced, but his cattle and other animals, have all

Vol. XII. A a the
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the truth and perfection that can be imagined. His pi6iures are
rather fcarce, except in Holland.

POTTER (John), archbifhop of Canterbury, and a very
learned man, was fon of Mr. Ihomas Potter, a linen-draper

at Wakefield in Yorkfhire: where he was born about 1674.
Being put to fchool there, he made an uncommon progrefs

in Greek ; and, at fourteen, was fent to Univerfity college

in Oxford. At nineteen, he publiOied, *' Variantes Lecli-

ones & Notas ad Plutarchi librum de audiendis poetis ; & ad

Bafilii magni orationem ad Juvenes, quomodo cum frucflu

legere poffint Grxicorum libros, 1693," ^^°' The year after,

he was chofen fellow of Lincoln-college ; and, proceeding
mafter of arts, took pupils, and went into orders. In 1697,
came out his edition of ** Lycophron," in folio: it was re-

printed in 1702, and is reckoned the bed edition of that obfcure

writer. The fame year, 1697, he publifhed likewife the firft

volume of his " Antiquities of Greece:" which was followed

by the fecond, the year after. Several additions were made by
him in the fubfequent editions of this ufeful and learned work,
of which the feventh was publifhed in 1751.
'-' Thefe works eftabliflied his fame in the literary republic

'both at home and abroad, and engaged him in a correfpondence
with Grffivius and other learned foreigners. In 1704, he com-
menced bachelor of divinity, and became chaplain to archbifliop

Tenifon, with whom he went to refide at Lambeth ; was made
<io6tor in 1706, and foon after chaplain to the queen. In 1707,
he publifhed, in 8vo, " A Diicourfe upon Church Govern-
ment ;" and, the year after, fucceeded Dr. Jane as regius pro-

feflbr of divinity, and canon of Chrift-church in Oxford. In
• 1715, he was made bifhop of Oxford; and, the fame year,

publifhed an edition of the works of Clemens Alexandrinus,

in 2 vols, folio. In Jan. 1737, he fucceeded Dr. Wake in the

archbiiliopric of Canterbury: which high and important office

he fupported with much dignity for ten years, dying in 1747.
He was a learned and exemplary divine, but of a cha-

ra6ler by no means amiable ; being ftrongly tinctured with a
"kind of haughtinefs, and feverity of manners. It may be added

too, though not to his credit, that he difinherlted his eldeft fon,

"becaufe he mortified his ambition, by marrying below his dig-

nity. His *' Theological Works, containing Sermons, Charges,

a Difcourfe of Church Government, and Divinity Lectures,"

Avere publifhed at Oxford, 1753, in 3 vols. 8vo.

POUGET (Francis A^me'), a French divine, fucceflively

priefl of the Oratory, do6lor of the Sorbonne, and abbe of Cham-
bon, was born at Montpellier in 1666. He was fome time

at the head of an ecclefiaftical feminary, under Colbert, bifhop

of Montpellier ; where he was of infinite fervice, not only by
' the
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the excellence of his inftru£lions, but the purity of his example.

He was vicar of St. Roch at Paris, in 1692, and had there the

credit of contributing to the penitence of the celebrated La
Fontaine. His latter days were palled at Paris, in the religious

houfe of St. Magloirc, where he died in 1723, at the age of

hfty-fcven. Father Pouget was the author of fome works, of
x\hich the moll remarkable is, " The Catechifm of Montpel-
lier," the befl: edition of which is that of Paris in 1702, in 4to.

It is a kind of body of divinity, and has been conddered by the

clergy of his communion as the moft precife, clear, and ele-

gantly fimple ftatement of the do6lrines and pradlices of religion,

tliat has ever been produced. He was concerned in fume other

works, which w ere not entirely his own ; fuch as ** the Breviary

of Narbonne ;" Martinay's edition of St. Jerom ; Montfaucon's

Cjicek Ana]e(5ls; and a book of in{l:ru6lions for the Knights of

Malta.

POIJRBUS (Peter and Francis), father and fon, two good
Flemilh painters, the former of whom was born at Goude, and
the latter at Bruges. They flourifhed in the fifteenth century ;

and each of them in the place of his birth painted many fine

compofitions, which are yet in the churches, and afford fufficient

proofs of their (kill. Francis, having been for fome time his

father's difciple, removed to Frank F'.oris, whom he excelled in

colouring. He was a better painter than his father, and there

are admirable piftures by him in the town houfc at Paris. The
father died in 1583, and the fon in 1622.

POUSSIN (Nicholas), an eminent French painter, was
born at Andely, a little town in Normandy, in 1594. His family,

however, were originally of SoilTons; in which city there were
lome of his relations oiliccrs in the Prefidial court. John
Pouffin, his father, was of noble extradlion, but born to a very

fmall cltate. His fon, feeing the narrownefs of hiscircumftances,

determ.ined to fupport himfelf as foon as poffible, and chofe

painting for his proteffion, having naturally a ftrong inclination

to that art. At eighteen, he went to Paris, to learn the rudiments

of it. A Poi<l:1evin lord, who had taken a liking to hinn, placed

him with Ferdinand, a portrait-painter, whom Pouflin left in

three months to place himfelf with Lallemant, with whom he
ftayed but a month : he faw he (hould never learn any thing from
fuch mailers, and he refolved not to lofe his time with them

;

believing he Ihould profit rnore by ftudying the works of great

mafters, than by the difcipline of ordinary painters. He worked
a while in diftemper, and performed it with extraordinary facility.

The Italian poet iVTarino being at that time in Paris, and perceiv-

ing Pouffin's genius to be fuperior to the fmall performances on
which he was employed, perfuaded him to go with him into

,
Italy : PcuiTm had before made two vain attempts to undertake

A a 2 that
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that journey, yet by fome means or other was hindered from
accepting the advantage of this opportunity. He promifed,

however, to follow in a fnort time ; and he was as good as his

word, though not till he had painted feveral other pictures in

Paris, amo>ng which was the death of the Virgin, for the church

of Notre-Daine. Plaving finifhed his bufinefs, he fet out for

Rome in his thirtieth year.

He there met with his fiiend, the cavalier Marino, who
rejoiced to fee him ; and that he might be as ferviceable as

he could, recommended him to cardinal Barberini, who de-

fired to be acquainted with him. Yet by fome means or other,

he did not emerge, and could fcarcely maintain himfelf. He
was forced to give away his works for fo little, as would hardly

pay for his colours. His courage, however, did not fail; he

profccuted his (tudies ailiduoufly;, refolving, at all events, to make
himfelf mafler of his profefTion. He had little money to fpend,

and therefore the more leifure to retire by himfelf, and defign

the beautiful objects in Rome, as well antiquities as the works of

the famous Roman painters. It is faid, that he at firfl: copied fome
of Titian's pieces, with whofe colouring, and the touches of

xvhofe landfcapes, he was infinitely pleafed. It is obfervable,

indeed, that his hrfl: pieces are painted with a better ftyle of

colouring than his laft. But he foon (hewed, by his perform-

ances, that, generally fpcaking, he did not much value the part

of colouring; or thought he knew enough of it, to make his

pi£l;ures as perfe6l as he intended. He had fludied the beauties

of the antique, the elegance, the grand gullo, the corrednefs,

the variety of proportions, the adjullments, the order of the

draperies, the noblenefs, the fine air and boldncfs of the heads;

the manners, cuftoms of times and places, and every thing that

is beautiful in the remains of ancient fculpture, to fuch a de-

gree, that one can never enough admire the exa6lnefs with which
he has enriched his painting in all thofe parts.

He ufed frequently to examine the ancient fculptures in the

vineyards about Rome, and this confirmed him more and more
in the love of thofe antiquities. He would fpend feveral days

together in making refledions upon them by himfelf. It was in

thefe retirements that he confidered the extraordinary efFe6ls of

nature with refpe6l to landfcapes, that he defigned his animals,

his di(l:ances, his trees, and every thing excellent that was agree-

able to his talle. He alfo made curious obfervations on the

works of Raphael and Domenichino; who of all painters, in

his opinion, invented befl, defigned moft corre61ly, and exprelfed

the paflions moff vigoroufly : three things, which Pouflin efteemcd

the moft effential parts of painting. He negleded nothing that

ffould render his knowledge in thefe three parts perfe6t: he was

altogether as curious about the general expreffion of his fubje6\s,

which

2
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which he has adorned with every thing that he thought would;

excite the attention of tlie learned. He left no very large com-
pofitions behind him; and all the reafon we can give for it is,

that he had no opportunity to paint them ; for we cannot imagine

.

that it was any thing more than chance, that made him apply

himfelf wh-oily to eafel pieces, of a fize proper for a cabinet,

fuch as the curious required of liim.

Louis XIII. and de Noyers, minifter of ftate and fuperin-

tendant of the buildings, wrote to him at Rome to oblige him
to return to France 4 to which he confented with great reludl-

ance. He had a penfion affigned him, and a lodging ready fur-

nillied at the Tuilleries. He drew the pidure of " the Lord's

Slipper," for the chapel of the caftle of St. Germain, and that

which is in the Jefuit's noviciate at Paris. He began " the

Labours of Hercules," in the gallery of'the Louvre; but Vouet's

fchool railing at him and his works, put him out of humour
with his own country. He was alfo weary of the tumultuous

way of living at Paris, v/hich never agreed with him. For thefe

reafons he feeretly refolved to return to Rom.e, pretending he

Went to fettle his domeflic affairs and fetch his wife : but when
he was there, whether he found himfelf in his proper fituation,

or w^as q-iiite p«t off froin any thought of returnifig to France by
the deativs of Richelieu and the king, which happened about that

time, he never afterwards left Italy. He continued working on
his eafel-pieces, and fent them from Rome to Paris ; the French

buying them v£ry eagerly, whenevet- they could be obtained, and
valuing his produilions as much as Raphael's.

PojilTin having lived happily to his feventy-firft year, died pa-

ralytic in 1665. He married the filler of Gafpar Dughet, by.

whom he had no children. His ellate amounted to no more
than fixty thoiifand livres; but he valued his eafe above riches,

and preferred his abod-e at Rome, where he li\ed without am-
bition, to fortune elfewhere. He never made words about the

price of his pi6tures ; but put it down at the back of the canvas,

?nd it was always given him. He had no difciple. The fol-

lowing anecdote much illultrates his charafter. Bifhop Mancini,
who was afterwards a cardinal, ftaying once on a vifit to him
till it was dark, Poulfin took the candle in his hand, lighted hnn
down flairs, and waited upon him to his coach. 7 he prelate

was forry to fee him do it himfelf, and couid not help faying,

" I very much pity you, Monlleur Foufiin, that you have not

one fervant." " And I pity you more, my lord," replied

Fouflin, " that you have fo many."
POUSSIN (Gaspaji), whofc proper name was DUGHET,

was born, according to foine authors, in France, in 1600; ac-

cording to others, at Rome, ja 161 3 ; nearly the fame difti^rence

^as been tound 111 the dates of his death, which lome place in

A a 3 1663,
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1663, and others in 1675. Which may be right, it is not eafy
to alcertain ; but the two latter dates are adopted by the authors
of the Didionnaire Hiftorique['K]. His lifter being married to
Nicolas Pouftin, and fettled at Rome, he travelled to that place,
partly to vifit her, and partly from a ftrong love of painting.
Sindrart fays, that Gafpar was employed at firft only to prepare
the palette, pencils, and colours, for Nicolas; but, by the in-

ftrudions and example of that great mafter, was fo led on, that
he alfo obtained a high reputation. While he remained at

Rome, he dropped his own name of Dughet, and aflumed that of
Fouflin, from his brother-in-law, and benefacSlor. He is acknow-
ledged to have been one of the beft painters of landfcapes that the
world has feen. No painter ever ftudied natufe to better efFe/h,

particularly in expreffing the efFe(£ls of land-ftorms. His fcencs
are always beautifully chofen, and his buildings fimple and elegant.

He was not equally flcilled in painting figures, and frequently

prevailed on Nicolas to draw them for him. The connoifleurs

diftinguifh three different manners in his paintings; the firfl is

dry; the fecond is more fimplc, yet delightful, and natural; ap-

proaching more than any other to the ftyle of Claude. His
third manner is more vague and undefmed than thefe, but pleaf-

ing; though lefs fo by far than the fecond. His ftyle is confi-

dered on the whole by Mr. Mafon, in his table fubjoined to

Du Frefnoy, as a mixture between thofe of Nicolo and Claude

Lorraine. Mr. Mafon adopts the date of 1675 for his death.

POWEL (David), a learned Welch divine, was born in

Denbighihire about the year 1552 [l]. In 1568, he was fent

to Oxford, but to what college is uncertain. When Jefus-col-

lege was founded in 1571, he removed thither; and took his

degrees in arts the year following; and in 1576 took orders,

and became vicar of Ruabou in Denbighi"hire, with fome dig-

nity in the church of St. Afaph. He proceeded to his degrees

in divinity in 1582, and the fubfequent year, and was afterwards

chaplain to Henry Sidney, then prefident of Wales. He died

in 1590, and was buried in his own church of Ruabon. 'I he

works piiblifhed by him were, i. " Caradoc's Hiftory of Cam-
bria, with annotations," 4to, 1584. This hiftory had been

tranllated from the Latin, by Humphrey Lloyd, but was left by

him unfiniflied at his death. Powel corre6led and augmented

the manufcript, and publifhed it with notes. 2. " Annotationes

in itinerarium Cambrise, fcriptum per Silvium Geraldum Cam-
breiifem," London, 1585. 3. *' Annotationes in Cambrire

defcriptionem, per Ger. Cambr." 4. " De Britannica hiftoria

re£le intelligenda, epiftola ad Giil. Fleetwoodum civ- Lond.

k] See the name Guajfre Dughet.

lJ Berkenhout's Biographia Literaria, p. 241.

r^cordatorem»"
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recordatorem." This and the former are printed with the an-

notations on the itinerary. 5. *' Poiitici Virunnii Hiftoria Bri-

tannica," 8vo, Lond. 1585. Wood fays, that he took great

pains in compiling a Welch didlionary, but died betore it was
completed.

POWELL (William Samuel), an Englifli divine of good

abilities, was born at Colchelter, Sept. 27, 17175 admitted of

St John's-college, Cambridge, in 1734; and, having taken the

degree of batchelor of arts in 1739, ele6led fellow of it in

March, 1740. In 1741, he was taken into the faniily of the

late lord Townlhend, as private tutor to his fecond fon Charles

Tovvnlhcnd, afterwards chancellor of the exchequer ; and was
ordained deacon and prieft at the end of the year, wiien he was
inftituted to the re6lory of Colkirk in Norfolk, on lord Townf?-
hend's prefentation. He returned to college the year after,

and began to read le6lures as an affiftant to the principal tutor;

but became him.felf principal tutor in 1744. He took the degree

of batchelor of divinity in 1749, of doctor in 1756. In 1765,
he was elecled mailer of his college; obtained the archdeaconry

of Colchefter the year after; and, in 1768, was inftituted to

the redlory of Frefhwater in the Ifle of Wight. He died, Jan,

19,1775.
The preceding iketch is taken from an advertifement prefixed

to a volume of his ** Difcourfes on various Subj-^dls," publilhed

by his friend Dr. Thomas Balguy: *' which Difcourfes," fays

the editor, *' are not publifhed for the credit of the writer bat

' for the benefit of his readers ; efpecially that clafs of readers, for

whom they were chiefly intended, the younger ftudents in divi-

nity. The author's reputation," he adds, ** Hands on a much
wider bottom: a whole life uniformly devoted to the interefts of

found philofophy and true religion." Two fmall mathematical

Trails," by Dr. Powell, are mentioned in the " Anecdotes of

Bowyer," p. 474, where we are alfo told, that " his will was
remarkably precife, neat, and elegant, which were the charac-

teriftics of all his performances. He left to twenty friends,

moil: of them, if not all, of the college, lool. a-piece."

POWELL (George), was both an* author and an ador.
His father, fays Gildon, was an ancient player, who, in 1698,
was lately dead. His abilities as an a6lor were much fuperior

to thofe which he poifefTed as a writer: being confidercd as a rival

of Betterton. He is by C. Cibber compared to Wiiks, or rather

contraded wath him -as one who owed every thing to nature,

which the other gained by art and diligence. The irregularities

ot his life frequently difabled him from exerting the talents he
pofleiTed, and his negligence allowed the latter competitor to

gain a fuperiority over him, alter which he addicted himlelf fo

ipuch [q the bottle, that he entirely forfeited the favour of the

A 3 4 public.



36o^ PRAXITELES.
public. He died about the year 1714. His produflions are,

I. ** Alphonfo king of Naples," a tragedy, 410, 1691. 2. " A
very good Wife," a comedy, 4.to, 1693. 3. " The treacherous

Brothers," a tragedy, 1696. 4. " The I mpofiure defeated, or

a trick to cheat the Devil," 4to, 1698. Befides being the author
of thefe, he was the publifher of 1. " Tiie Corniih Comedy,"
4to, 1696. 2. " Bonduca, or the Britiih Heroine," a 'rygedyi

4to, 1696. 3. " A new opera, called, '' Brutus of Alba, or

Augufta's Triumph," 410, 1696. The charafters which he

performed with raoft fuccefs were Alexander, and the heroes of

Dryden's mofi: extravagant tragedies.

POZZO MODESTA. See Fonte Moderata.
PRADON (Nicolas;, a French poet, who died at Paris ia

J698, and had in his day affecled to be the rival of Racine.

He was not without a party to fupport him ; and his tragedy of
** Phaedra and Hippolytus," by the force of intrigue and cabul,

appeared for fome time to balance the reputation and inerir of

Racine's play of the fame name. Boileau, who was the inti-

mate friend of Racine, hath not failed to ridicule Pradon more
than once; who, although there are good things in his tragedies,

was infinitely below Racine, and befides, a man of moft con-

fummate ignorance. The prince of Conti one day reproaching

him, for having tranfportcd an European town into Afia: ** Ah !"

replies Pradon, " your highnefs will excufe me ; but I am not

at all fKi'led in chronology,''

PRAXITELES, a moft celebrated Grecian fculptor ; fiou-

rifhed, according to Pliny, in the 104th Olympiad, that is,

about 364 years before the Chriilian aera. He worked chiefly

in Parian marble, to which he feemed to convey not only ex-

preffion but animation. He was much attaclied to the beautiful

Phryne, to whom he prom.ifed to give the very fined of his

works, if fhe would feled it. Not trufling to her own judge-

ment in this matter, flie contrived a ftratagem, as Paufanias

relates, to difcover which he mofi; efteemed. She ran to him in

a pretended alarm, exclaiming, that his workfhop was on fire,

when he immediately. cried out, " If my Satyr and Cupid are

not faved, I am ruined." Having thus learned his private

thoughts, fhe took advantage of them in making her choice.

His love for Phryne led him alfo to preferve her beauties by his

art; and her flattie, carved by him, flood afterwards in the temple
at Delphi, between thnfe of Archidamus king of Sparta, and
Philip of Macedon. Grace and beauty prevailed in every work
of Praxiteles; and his ffatne of Venus clothed, which was
bought by the inhabitants of Coos, was only furpalltd by a naked
figure of the f^ime goddefs, which was obtained by the Cnidians.

It is uncertain whether any work of Praxiteles remains; but

an antique Cupid, formerly poflciTed by Ifabella d'Efte, of the

ducal
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dncal family of Mantua, was fuppofcd to have been the pro^
du6^ion of his art.

PREMONTVAL (Peter le Guay de), of the academy of
fciences at Berlin, was born at Charcnton fn 1716. His at.

tachment to the mathematics was fo ftiong, that he opened a
ffihool at Paris, in 1740, where he taught them gratuitoully,

and formed feveral excellent fcholars. But his temper was acri-

monious and haughty, which created him fo many enemies,
that he quitted France for Bale, where he (laid a year or two ;

and having wandered for fome time in various cities of Ger-
many, he finally fettled at Berlin ; where, though he did not
efcape quarrels, he was altogether fuccefsful, and became an
author. He died at Berlin in 1767, at the age of fifty-one. His
works are neither numerous, nor very valuable. The beft is,

I. His " Prefervatiis contre la corruption de la langue Fran-
^oife en Ailemagne," He wrote alfo, 2. *< La Monrgamie,
ou I'unite en Manage," 3 vols. 8vo, 1751. A work of learning,

but whimfical and tirefome. 3. " Le Diogcne de TAlembert;"
not fo lingular as the preceding, but not better written ; with
fome tendency to modern fophiftry. 4. Several memoirs in the

volumes of the academy at Berlin. He appears to have been in

a great degree uniettled in his religious opinions; inclinino- at
times to Socinianifm, and the do6lrines of fortuitous creation •

at others producing lirong fusgeftions in fivour of religion.

PRESTRE LE. See VXuban.
PRESTON (Thomas), flourifhed in the earlier part of

queen Elizabeth's reign [m], was firfl: M. A. and fellow of
King's-coHege, Cambridge, and afterwards created a doftor of
civil law, and mailer ot Trinity-hall in the fame univerfity.

In the year 1564, when queen Elizabeth was entertained at

Cambridge, this gentleman a6led fo admirably well in the tra-

gedy of Dido, a Latin play, compofed by John Ritwife, one of
the fellows of King'sco.*, ege, and fo gen'eelly and gracefully

difpiited before her majelty, that as a teltimonial of her appro-
bation, ihe bellowed a penfion of twenty pounds jJrr annum upon
him ; a circumllance which Mr. Steevens fuppofes to have
been ridiculed by Shakfpeare in the Midfummer Night's Dream,
at the conclufion of adl the fourth. On the 6lh of Sept. 1566,
when the Oxonian Mufes, in their turn, were honoured with a
vifit from their royal miltrefs, Prefton, with eight more Canta-
brigians, were incorporated maUers of arts in the univerfity of
Oxford. Mr. Prefton wrote one dramatic piece, in the old
metre, entitled, '* A Lamentable Tragedy full of pleafant

Mirth, conteyning the Life of Cambifes King of Percia, from
the beginning of his Kingdome unto his Death, hjs one good

[m] Biographia Dranvitica.
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Deed of Execution after the many wicked Deeds and tyrannous

Murders committed by and through him, and lafl: of all, his

odious Death by God's Juitice appointed, doon on fucli Order
as followeth." This performance Langbaine informs us, Shak-
fpeare meant to ridicule, when, in his play of Henry IV. part i,

a£t 2. he makes FalftafF talk of fpeaking " in king Cambyfes'
vein." In proof of which conjedlure, he has given his readers

a quotation from the beginning of the play, being a fpeech of

king Cambyfes himfelf.

PREVOT d'Exiles (Antony Francis), was born at Hef-
din, a fmall town in the province of Artois, in i6(^-j . He (hidied

with the Jefuits, but foon relinquirtied that fociety for the army,

into which he entered as a volunteer. Difappointed there in his

views of promotion, he returned to the Jefuits. Still, however,

his attachment to the military fervice feems to have been pre-

dominant; for he foon left the college again, and, a fecond time,

became a foklier. As an officer he acquired diftincSlion, and

foine years paflld away in the buftle and dillipation of a military

life. At length, the unhappy confequence of an amour induced

him to return to France, and feek retirement among the Bene-
diftines of St. Maur, in the monaftery of St. Germain des Pres,

where he continued a few years. Study, and a monaftic life,

could not, however, entirely fubdue his paffions. Recolledlion

of former pleafures probably infpired a defire, again to enjoy

them in the world. He took occafion from a trifling difagree-

ment, to leave the monaftery, to break his vows, and renounce

his habit. Having retired to Holland in 1729, he fought re-

fources in his talents, with fuccefs. In the monaftery at St.

Germain, he had written the two firft parts of his " Memoires
d'un Homme de qualite." The work was foon finiftied, and,

when it v/as publiftied, contributed no lefs to his emolument than

his reputation. A connexion which he had formed at the

Hague with an agreeable woman, and which was thought to

have exceeded the boundaries of friendftiip, furniftied a fubjecl

of pleafantry to the abbe Lenglet, the Zoilus of his time. In

his journal entitled, *' Pour iff Contrc," Prevot thus obviates the

cenfure. *' This Medoro," fays he, fpeaking of himfelf, " fo

favoured by the fair, is a man of thiriy-feven or thirty-eight

years, who bears in his countenance and in his humour the

traces of his former chagrin ; who paflcs whole weeks without

going out of his clofet, and who every day employs feven or

eight hours in ftudy ; who feldom feeks occalions for enjoyment,

v/ho even rejedls thofe that are offered, and prefers an hour's

converfation with a fenfible friend, to all thofc amufements
which are called pleafures of the world, and agreeable recreation.

He is, indeed, civil, in confequence of a good education, but

I Utt|e
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little addlded to gallantry; of a mild but melancholy temper;
in fine, fober, and regular in his condu6l."

Whether the accufations of his enemies were true or not,

there were reafons which obliged him to pafs over into England
at the end of the year 1733, and the lady followed him. There,
according to Paliifot, he wrote the firft volumes of " Cleveland."

l^he firft part of his *' Pour & Contre," was publifhed this

year, a journal which brought down upon him the refentment
of many authors whofe works he had cenfured. His faults

were canvafled, and perhaps exaggerated ; all his adventures

were brought to the public view, and related, probably not with-
out much inifreprefentation. His works, however, having efta-

bli(hed his reputation, procured him protcdtors in France. He
folicited and obtained permiflion to return. Returning to Paris

in the autumn of 1734, he afiumed the habit of an abbe. Pa-
lilTot dates this period as the epoch in which his literary fame
commenced ; but it is certain, that three of his moft popular
romances had been publifhed before that time. He now lived iii

tranquillity under the protection of the prince of Conti, who
gave him the title of his almoner and fecretary, with an eftablifh-

merit that enabled him 10 purfuc his itudies. By the defire

of chancellor d'Aguefleau, he undertook a general hiftory of
voyages, of which the firft volume appeared in 1745. The fuccefs

of his works, the favour of the great, the fubfiding of the paf-
fions, a calm retreat, and literary leifure, feemed to promife a
ferene and peaceful old age. Bift a dreadful accident put an end
to this tranquillity, and the fair profpeCt which had opened before

ftim was clofed by the hand of death. To pafs the evening of

his days in peace, and to finifh in retirement three great works
which he had undertaken, he had chofen and prepared an agree-

able recefs at Firmin near Chantilly. On the 23d of Nov.
1763, he was difcovered by fome peafants in an apople61ic fit,

in the foreft of Chantilly. A magiftrate was called in, who
unfortunately ordered a furgeon immediately to open the body,

v/hich was apparently dead. A loud Ihriek from the vicflim of

this culpable precipitation, convinced the fpe6tators of their

error. The inftrument was withdrawn, but not before it had
touched the vital parts. The unfortunate abbe opened his eyes

and expired.

The following are the works of the abbe Prevot: I. " Me-
moires d'un Homme de qualite, qui s'eft retire du monde," 6 vols,

i2mo. This romance has been tranllated into Englilh hi 2 vols.

i2mo, and in 3 vols. i2mo, under the title of the Memoirs of

the marquis de Bretagne ; to which is added, another romance
of Prevot's. See art. 3. 2. " Hiftoire de M. Cleveland, fils

natural de Cromwell," 6 vols. i2mo, 1732; an Englilh trr.nfla-

t,ion alfo, 2 vols. i2mo. 3. ** Hiftoire du chevalier desGneux,
6c de
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&: de Manon Lefcaut," 1733, i2mo; an English tranflation of
this romance has been publifhed feparately, and is alfo affixed to

the tranflation of art. i. in 3 vols. 4. " Pour & Contre," a
literary journal, 1733* and continued in the following years,

20 vols. i2mo. 5. '^ The firft vokune of a tranflation of Thu-
anus," 1733, 4to. 6. " A tianfiation of Dryden's play. Ail

for Love," 1735. 7. ** Le Doyen de Killcrine," 1735,6 vols.

i2mo, tranflated into EngliOi, 3 vols. X2mo, under the title of
** The Dean of Coleraine." 8. " Hiftory of Margaret of
Anjou," 1740, 2 vols. i2mo, tranflated into Englifh, 2 vols.

l2mo. 9. ** Hiftoire deune Grecque Moderne," 1741,2 vols.

J amo, tranflated into Englifli, i vol. i2n"io. 10, *' Campagnes
Philofophiques, ou Memoiresde M.de Montcalm," 1741, 2 vols.

^2mo, part hiflory, and part fiction, ii. " Memoires pour

fervir a hiftoire de Malthe," 1742, i2mo. 12. " Hiftoire de

Guillaume le Conquerent Roi d'Angleterre," 1742, i2mo. 13.
*' Voyages du Capraine R. Lade," 1744, 2 vols. i2mo. 14.
** A tranllation of Cicero's Letters to Brutus," with notes, 1744,
j2mo; and a tranflation of his Familiar Letters, 1746, 5 vols.

i2mo. 15. *' A tranflation of Middleton's Life of Cicero,"

1743, 4 vols. 12010. 16. " Memoires d'un honnete Homme,"*
1745. 17. ** Hiftoire generale des Voyages," 1745, Sec. 16

vols. 4to., and 64 vols. i2mo. La Harpe has abridged this

compilation in 21 vols. 8vo; he has alio added, Cooke's voyages.

s8. A Didionarv of the French language, 1751, 8vo, and a new
edition, 2 vols. 8vo. 19, and 20. *' Clarifla Harlovve," I75l»

12 parts; and, *' Sir Charles Grandifon," 8 parts, J755; both

tranflated from Richardfon. 21. *' Le Monde Moral, 1760,"

4 vols. i2mo. 22. *' A tranflatioa of Hume's hiftory of the

Stuarts," 1760, 3 vols. 4to, and 6 vols. i2mo. 23. " Me-
moires pour fervir a la Hiftoire de la Vertu," 1762, 4 vols. i2mo,
tranflated from the Englifli. 24- " Almoran and Hamet,"
tranflated from Hawkefworth, 1762, 2 vols. i2mo. And, 25.

A poithumous tranflation from the Englifli, entitled, " Letters

de Mentor, a une jeune Seigneur, 1764," i2mo.
PRICiEUS, or PRICE (John), a man of great learning,

was born in England, and flourillied in the feventeenth century.

We know but few particulars of his life. He refided fome years

at Paris, and publiihed fome books there \ but left it^through

difguft in 1646, when he returned to England. After having

travelled many years, he retired to Florence, and there turned

jRoman Catholic. He died at Rome in 1676, after having pub-
liihed feveral books, in which he difplayed vafl: erudition. He
wrote " Notes on feveral parts of the Holy Scriptures:" but

his ** Notes upon the Apology," and " Commentary upon the

Aletamorphofes of Apuleius," are the vi'orks for which he is

chiefly known. The former were publiihed at Paris in 163^
4.to

;
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4ro: the latter at Tergou, 1656, in 8vo, and fell now with us^

though it is not eafy to fay tor what realon, at a very extrao/-

ilinary price.

PRICE (Richard), an eminent ditfenting mrniiler, and pofi'-

tical writer, is faid to have been defcended from a refpeftable family

in Wales [n]. He had an uncle who was alTiftant, and afterwards

fucccifor to the celebrated Dr. Ifaac Watts, at the meeting-houfe

in Mark-lane, for the term of forty-five years, and died the 21ft

of April, 1756. Dr. Price was born about tiie year 1723, and
early devoted himfelf to the miniftry, to which obje£t his Itudies

were diredled, and his chief induftry applied. At the ufual pe-

riod he was ordained, and early began to preach at Newington.
Though in the latter part of his life he became fo multifarious a

writer, it appears that he was near forty years of age before he
was known to the public as an author. On the application of the

DifTenting Miniflers for a more extenfive toleration, about the

year 1774, the do6tor conceiving that the committee for con-
ducSting it departed from the general and firft principle of the

Proteftant Dilfenters, though one of the number, whhftood them
in the body, and divided with thofe who were againft any teit

of a religious nature, as the condition of enjoying the protedlion

of the magiftrate. On this occallon he repeatedly infifted, that

the relief prayed for in the Bill, ought to include not merely
fome, but all his brethren, by the repeal of the penal laws

againft them, on their giving fuch civil fecurity to government
as is required of other fubjeds.

He was elected a fellow of the Royal Society fometime about

1764, and was a frequent contributor to the tranfa6tions pub-
i'lilied by that body. A few years after, he was created a Doctor
of Divinity. In 1772, he commenced his political career by
his " Appeal to the Public on the Subjeft of the National Debt;"
and in 1776 produced his celebrated '* Obfervations on the Na-
ture of Civil Government," the principles of which have encoun-
tered a variety of opinions, being both extravagantly praifed

and cenfured ; by fome eiteemed without fault ; while by others

they are deemed vifionary and chimerical, mifchievous in their,

theory, and tending in their effeft to the unhinging of all go-
vernment. That their influence was very great, cannot be
denied; but that their author was firmly perfuaded of their ufe-

fulnefs, feems to be generally believed by thofe who have had
the belt opportunities of knowing his fentiments. For writing
this pamphlet, however, he had the honour to receive the thanks
of the court of Common-council the 14th of March, 1776, as

having therein " laid down thofe principles upon which alone the

fupreme legiflative authority of Great-Britain over her Colonies

[n] European Magazine, for Aprlij IT^I.

could



366 PRICE.

could be juftly or beneficially maintained; and for holding forth

thofe public objeds without which it muft be totally indifferent

to the kingdom who were in or who were out of power." With
this he alfo received a gold box of the value of fifty pounds.

By the lift of his works it will appear, that politics did not

entirely engrofs his attention. The duties of his ftation were
not negle6led. He conitantly preached to his congregation, and
joined to his political zeal an irreproachable private life. His
charadler, by the teftimonies of his friends, was very amiable.

It has been even faid to be drawn by Mrs. Chapone, in her Mif-
tellanies, in the following terms, xmder the name of Simplicius.
** While the vain man is painfully ftriving to outihine all the

company and to attrafl: their admiration by falfe wit, forced

compliments, and ftudied graces, he mufl- furely be mortified to

obferve how conftantly Simplicius engages their attention, refpefl,

and complacency, without having once thought of himfelf as a

.^erfon of any confequence amongft them.

—

Sitnpliciits imparts

•his fuperior knowledge, when called upon, as eafi'y and natu-

rally as he would tell you what it is o'clock ; and with the fame
readinefs and good-will informs the moft ignorant, or confers

with the moft learned. He is as willing to receive information,

as to give it, and to join the company, fo far as he is able, in

the moft trifling converfation Into which they may happen to

fall, as in the moft ferious or fublime. If he difputes, it is

with as much candour on the moft important and interefting, as

on the moft infignificant fubjedls ; and he is not lefs patient in

hearing than in anfwering his antagonift. If you talk to him of

himfelf, or his works, he accepts praife, or acknowledges de-

feats, with equal meeknefs, and it is impoflible to fufpedt him
of affe(5lation in either. We are more obliged and gratified by

the plain, unexaggerated expreffions of his regard, than by the

compliments and attentions of the mcft accompliftied pattern of

high breeding ; becaufe his benevolence and fincerLty are fo

ftrongly marked in every look, word, and adlion, that we are

convinced his civilities are offered for our fakes, not for his own

;

and are the natural efFe(£l:s of real kindnefs, not the ftudied orna-

.ments of behaviour. Every one is defirous to fliew him kind-

nefs in return, which we know will be accepted juft as it is

meant. All are ready to pay him that deference which he does

not defire, and to give him credit for more than he alTumes, or

even for more than he poffeffes. With a perfon ungraceful, and

with manners unpolifhed by the world, his behaviour is alvi'ays

proper, eafy, and refpedable ; as free from conftraint and fer-

-vility in the higheft company, as from haughtinefs and infolence

.in the loweft. His dignity arifes from his humility; and the

fweeinefs, gentlenefs, and franknefs of his manners, from the

real
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real goodnefs and reftitude of his heart, which lies open to

infpe£lion, in all the fearleffhefs of truth, without any need of

difguife or ornament," p. 89. It may be confidered as a proof

of his goodnefs of temper, that having married in early life a

lady of the eftablifhed church, the v^^ide difference in their prin-

ciples never produced any difagreement or alienation of affection

between them. He was a widower feveral years before his death,

and left his fortune to a filter and two nephews. Dr. Price was
-not only a fellow of the Royal Society, but alio of the academy
of Arts and Sciences in New. England. He died, in his fixty-

eighth year, on the 19th of March, 1791.
The following is a lill of his works : i. ** A Review of the

principal Qiiellions and DiiTiculties in Morals
;
particularly thofe

relating to the Original of our Ideas of Virtue, its Nature, Foun-
dation, Reference to the Deity, Obligation, Subje6l Matter, and
Sandfions," 8vo, 1758. 2. " Britain's Happinefs and the Proper

Improvement of it, reprefented in a Sermon preached at Newing-
•ton-Green, Middlefex, on Nov. 29, 1759, being the day appointed

for a General Thankfgiving," Svo, 1759. 3. "The Nature
and Dignity of the Human Soul. A Sermon preached at St.

Thomas's, Jan. i, 1766, for the Benefit of the Charity-fchool

in Gravel-lane> Southwark," Svo, 1766. 4. " Four DifTer-

tations. I. On Providence. 2. On Prayer. 3. On the Rea-
fons for expedling that Virtuous Men fhall meet after Death in a

State of Happinefs. 4, On the Importance of Chriftianity, the

Nature of Hiftorical Evidence and Miracle," Svo, 1767. 5.
•*' The Vanity, Mifery, and Infamy of Knowledge, without

fuitable Pra6tice. A Sermon preached at Hackney, Nov. 4,

1770," Svo, 1770. 6. *' Obfervations on Reverfionary Pay-

ments, Annuities, Sec." Svo, 1771. 7- " An Appeal to the

Public on the Subjeft of the National Debt," Svo, 1772. 8.

The fame Painphlet, the Third Edition, with a Preface, con-
taining farther Obfervations on the National Debt, &c. Alfo

a Poftfcript, containing an Account of the Influence of the

different States of Civil Society on Population, &c. Svo, 1773.

^. *' Obfervations on the Nature of Civil Liberty, the Princi-

ples of Government, and thie Juftice and Policy of the War
with America. To which is added, an Appendix, containing a

State of the National Debt, an Eltimate of the Money drawn
from the Public by the Taxes, and an Account of the National

Income and Expenditure fince the lalt War," Svo, 1776. 10.
*' Additional Obfervations on the Nature and Value of Civil

Liberty, and the War with America, &c." Svo, 1777. 1.1.

*^ Introdudlion and Supplement to the above two Tradls on
•Civil Liberty, &c." Svo, 1778. 12. *' A free Difcullion of

the Dodrines of Materialifna and Philofophical Neceflity, in a
Corref-'
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Correfpondence between Dr. Price and Dr. Priefllcy," 8vo, 1778.
13. " A Sermon delivered to a congregation of ProteCcant Dif-

fenters at Hackney, on the loth of February, 1779, being the

Day appointed for a General Fafl," 8vo, 1779. 14 " An
EHky on the prefent State of Population in England and Wales,"
prefixed to a Treatife on Annuities, by his nephew, Mr. Mor-
gan, 1779. 15- " An Eilay on the Population of England,
from the Revolution to the prefent Time. With an Appendix,
containing. Remarks on the Account of the Population, Trade,
and Refources of the Kingdom, in Mr. Eden's Letter to Lord
Cariifle," 8vo, 1780. 16. " A Difcourfe addreffed to a Con-
gregation at Hackney, Feb. 21, 178 1. Being the Day appointed

for a Public Fafl," 8vo, 1781. 17. " Tha State of the Public

Debts and Finances, at Signing the Preliminary Articles of Peace

in January, 1783.—With a Plan for raifing Money by Publi©

Loans, and for Redeeming the Public Debts," 8vo, 1781. 18.
*' Obfervations on Rever.lonary Payments. With a Poiffcript on
the Population of the Kingdom," an enlarged edition ; 2 vols.

8vo, 1783. 19. " Poftfcript to a Pamphlet by Dr. Price, on the

State of the Public Debts and Finances, at figning the Preliminary

Articles of Peace, in Jan. 1 783," 8vo, 1784. 20." Obfervations on
the Importance of the American Revolution, and the Means of

making it a Benefit to the World," 8vo, 17B5. 2i. " Sermons
on the Chriftian Do6lrine, as received by the different Denomi-
nations of Chridians; to which are added, Sermons on the Se-

ctirity and Happinefs of a virtuous Courfe, on the Goodnefs of

God, and on the Refurreftion of Lazarus," 8vo, 1787. 22.
** A Difcourfe on the Love of our Country. Delivered Nov.

4, 1789, at the Old Jewry, to the Revolution Society." On
this Sermon, wherein the doftor pretends that the Revolution

elfablilhed a right in the people, to cafiiier their governors for

rnifcondu6f , fome very fevere remarks were made by Mr. Burke,

in his celebrated letter on the French Revolution. Thefc are

faid to have been Itrongly felt by Dr. Price, and produced, 23.
** A Poftfcript, occafioned by Mr. Biirke's Refleclions," 8vo,

^790- .....
The value of the political and religious works of Dr. Price,

men will eftimate differently, as they happen to be infedltd or not

by thofe principles which, by exaggerating the true and excellent

do6lrines of liberty, have proved, in the prefent age, the bane
of Chriftianity, and the fcourge of human nature. That he
was fincere and well-intentioned in his adoption and recom-
mendation of them, there is not any reafon to doubt. As a cal-

culator on political queftions, when he did not take up his data

from partial documents, which flattered his preconceived opinions^

he was acute^ profound, and able.

PRIDEAUX
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PRIDEAUX'(John), a learned EngUfh blfliop, was born at

Stowford in Devonfhire, 1578 [o]. His father being in mean cir-

cumrtances, and having a numerous family, young Prideaux, after

he had learned to write and read, {tood candidate for the parifli

clerkfliip of Ugborow, near Harford: but, being difappointcd, a

gentlewoman of the parifli maintained him at fchool, till he had
gained fome knowledge of Latin. Then he travelled on foot

to Oxford, and at firft lived in a very mean ftation in Exeter col-

lege, doing (ervile offices in the kitchen, and profecuting his ftudics

at leifure-hours; till at lart he was taken notice of in the college,

and admitted a member of it in 1596. He took the degrees in

arts and divinity; was greatly dilUnguiflied by his abilities and
learning; and, after having been fome years fellow, was, in

161 2, chofen redor of his college. In 1615, he was made
regius profclfor of divinity, by virtue of which place he became
canon of Chrift-Church, and rc6for of Ewelme in Oxfordlhire ;

and afterwards difcharged the office of vice-chancellor for feveral

years. In 1641, he was advanced to the bifliopric of Wor-
cefter; but, by reafon of the national troubles, which had then

commenced, received little or no profit from it, and became
greatly impoverillied: for, adhering Itedfaftly to the king's caufe,

and excommunicating all thofe of his diocefe, who took up arms
againll him, he was plundered and reduced to fuch Ifraits, as to

be forced to fell his excellent library. He died of a fever at

Bredon in VVorcelterfhire, at the houfe of his fon-in-law Dr.
Henry Sutton, in 1650; leaving to his children no legacy, but
'* pious poverty, God's bleffing, and a father's prayers," as the

words of his will are. Cleiveland the poet wrote an elegy upon
his death. He was a man of very great learning, and of as

great humility; for he ufed often to fay, after his advancement,
" if I could have been clerk of Ugborow, 1 had never been
bifliop of Worcefter." He was the author of a great number
of works, written many of them in Latin.

PRIDEAUX (Humphrey), an Engliih divine of excellent

abilities and learning, was born at Padftow in Cornwall, May 3,
1648 [p] ; being the third fon of Edmund Prideaux, efq; by
Bridget daughter of John Moyle of Bake in the faid county, and
aunt to the late learned and ingenious Walter Moyle, efq.

Being a younger brother, he was deilgned for the church ; and,
after being initiated in the languages at a private fchool or two
in Cornwall, he was moved thence to W eftminfler, where he
continued under Dr. Bufby three years. Being a king's fcholar,

he was eleded to Chriit-Church, Oxford, in 1668, and foon
after admitted ftudent by Dr. Fell. He took a bachelor of arts

[o] Prince's Worthies of Devonfhire. Wood's Athen.—Gen. Dift. in voce,

[p] <Jen. l)\€t. from Memoirs by his fon Ldmuad Prideaux, Eiq^—•Liie of Prideaux,

1748, 8vo.
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degree in 1672, and a mafler's in 1676 : in which year he pub-

liilied a commentary upon the infcriptions on the Arundehan
marbles, in folio. The title runs thus ;

" Marmora Oxonienfia

ex Arundellianis, Seldenianis, aliifque conflata, cum perpetuo

commentario." The ** Marmora" had been publilhed by Selden,

in 1629, 4to, to which Prideaux now made feveral additions:

but, his book foj lufFering much rn pafTing through the prefs, a

more correal edition was undertaken a-nd printed by Michael

Maittaire, in 1 732, folio. Prideaux, though he never efteemed

this early produ6lion, yet gained great reputation by it ; and
being ordered to prefent a copy of it to the lord chancelfbr Finch,

afterwards earl of Nottingham, was thereby introduced to the

patronage of that nobleman, who foon after fent a fon to be liis

pupil, and in 1679 prefented him to the ref^ory of St. Clements

near Oxford. The fame year, he publilhed two trails of " Mai-
monides," with a Latin verfion and notes, under the title of,

** De Jure Pauperis & Feregrini apud Juda^os," in 4to. He
had la'e'y been appointed Hebrew lecturer, upon the foundation

of Dr. Biifby, in the college ot Chrift Church ; and his view in

printing thefe trails was, to introduce young Undents in the

Hebrew language to the knowledge of the Rabbinical dialedl.

In 1681, the lord chancellor Finch beftowed on hir. a pre-

bend in the church of Norwich ; and, Feb. 1683, he was infti-

tuted into the rcilory of Bladen cum capella de Woodftock, in

Oxfordfhire. He took a doftor of divinity's degree at the public

a6f, in 1686; and having exchanged his Irving of Bladen, for

that of Soham Tony in Norfolk, as foon as the a£l was over, he

left Oxford, and fettled upon his prebend of Norwich. He had

married a gentlewoman of good family the year before. The
Papifts being now very a6live, and " the validity of the orders

of the church of England" being the point chiefly objected to

by thofe about Norwich, he published a book upon it in 1688,.

which was reprinted in 1715. In 1689, a convocation being

called, he publiflied his thoughts upon the fubje£l then in dif-

pute, in " A Letter to a Friend." In 1691, upon the death of

Dr. Pococke,. the Hebrew profelforfhip at Oxford was offered

to him : but he refufed it, though he afterward repented of his

refufal. In 1697, he publilhed " The Life of Mahomet," in

8vo, which was fo well received, that three editions of it were

fold the firft' year. This ** Life" was only a part of a greater

work, which he had long defigned to write ; namely, *' A Hif-

tory of the Saracen Empire," and with it, " The Decay and

Fall of Chriftianity in the Eaft :" [r] but, for certain reafons,

he dropped this defign, and only publifhed that part which con-

tained the *' Life of Mahomet ;" to which he annexed " A

jTqJ See Maittairx. [r] Preface t» the Life of Mahomet.

Letter,
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Letter to the Deifts," wherein he undertook to prove the truth

of Chriftianity, by contrafting it with the impoftures of Maho-
met ifm.

In 1702, he was made dean of Norwich. He publi(hed,
** The Original Right of Tythes," ** Diredlions for Church-
Wardens," and other fmall pieces for the fervice of the church :

but his great work was, '* The Connedion of the Hiftory

of the Old and New Teftament ;" the fiift part of which was
publilhed in 17 15, the fecond in 1718. Both parts were received

with the greateR approbation, and went through eight editions

at London, befides two or three at Dublin, before the end of

1720. This hiftory takes in the affairs of Egypt, AflTyria, and
all the other eaftern nations, as well as the Jews ; and likewifc

thofe of Greece and Rome, as far as was neceffary for giving a

diftindt view of the completion of the prophecies, which relate to

the limes comprehended in the hiftory. The author has alfo fet

in the cleareft light fome paftages of prophane hiftory, which before

lay difperfed and buried in confufion: and there appears through-

out the whole work fuch an amiable fpirit of fmcerity and can-

dour, as fufficiently atones as well for the few miftakes which
efcaped his diligence, as for fome weaknefles arifing from his

complexion and nature. The author of " Cato's Letters" had

certainly no prejudices in favour of Prideaux, or of his work ;

yet he ftyles it '* A body of univerfal hiftory [s], written with fuch

capacity, accuracy, induftry, and honefty, as make it one of the

beft books that ever came into the world, and ihew him to be

one of the greateft men in it. No book was ever more univer-

fally read and approved: it is, indeed, a great public fervice

done to mankind, and intitles the author to the highert public

gratifude and honour. But though I never faw any great work,
to which I found fewer obje6tions, yet as a memorable proof

how infeparably miftakes and prejudices cleave to the mind of

man, the great and candid Dr. Prideaux is not without them.
'

I therefore do not upbraid him with them, but rather admire

him for having fo few. There are, however, fome of his theo-

logical obfervations, which feem to me not only ill-grounded,

but to have a tendency to create in his readers wrong notions of

the Deity, and to encourage them to miftake the common acci-

dents of life, and the common events of nature, for judgements

;

and to apply them fuperftitioufly as fuch." There are letters

between the dean and his coufin Mr. Moyle, concerning fome
palTages in this " Connexion, &c." printed in the " Mifcella-

neous Works" of the latter.

He had been feized with the calamitous diftemper of the ftone

in 1710, and was cut for it in 1 712 ; but being unfkilfully ma-

[s] Cato's Letters, N. lai, for Nov. 18, 1721.
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naged afterwards, the parts became fo iniferably mangled and"
torn, that he was obliged ever after to void his urine throiigii

the orifice where the Hone was extracted. He was carried to

London, however, and, by the alhllance of an able furgeon,
recovered fuch a fhare of good health, as to purfue his ftiidies

:

and he tells us himfelf, that [t], " though he was driven out of
the pulpit, and difabled from tha-t duly of his profeffion, yet,

that he might not be altogether ufelcfs, he undertook his * Con-
nexion,' &:c." About a yea-r before his death, he was taken with
an iilnefs, which confined hira wholly to his chamber, and he
expired Nov. i, 1724. He was tall^well-built, and of a llron^
and robuft contlitution : his parts were very good, folid rathei*t

than lively; and his judgement excellent. As a writer, he is

clear, rtrong, intelligent, and learned.

PRIMATICCIO (F'rancesco), an eminent Italian painter,

was defcended from a noble family in Bologna. His friends,

perceiving that he had a Itrong inclination for defign,. permitted
him to go to Mantua, where he was fix years a difciple of Julio
Romano. In this time he became fo fkilful, that he reprefented

battles in ftucco and bafib relievo, better than any of the young
painters at Mantua, who were Julio Romano's pupils. He
allifted Julio Romano in executing his defigns ; and Francis I»

fending to Rome for a man that underllood working in ihicco,

Primaticcio was the perfon chofen for this fervice. The king
put fuch a confidence in him, that he fent him to Rome to buy
antiques, in 1540; and he brought back a hundred and four-

fcore llatues, with a great number of bufts. He had moulds
made by Giacomo Baroccio di Vignola, of the ftatues of Venus,

Laocoon, Commodus, the Tiber, the Nile, the Cleopatra at

Belvidere, and Trajan's pillar, in order to have them caO: in

brafs. After the death of Roffo, he fucceeded him in the place

of fuperintendant of the buildings; and in a little time finifhed

the gallery, which his predeceiTor had begun. He brought fo

inany ftatues of marble and brafs to Fontainbleau, that it feemed

another Rome, as well for the number of the antiques, as for

his own works in painting and in (lucco. He was fo much
efteemed in France, that nothing of any confeqpence was done

without him, which had relation to painting or building. He
directed the preparations for all feftivals, tournaments, and maf-

querades. He was made abbot of St. Martyr's at Trogei, and

lived with fuch fplendour, that he was refpeiled as a courtier as

well as a painter. He and Rolfo taught the French a good

flyle ; for, before their time, what they had done in the arts vVas

very inconfiderable, and had fomething of the Gothic in it. He
died in a good old age, having been favoured and careifed in

four reigns.

ITt] Preface to hii Coiinsdlion, &c.
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PRINCE DE BEAUMONT (Madame i.e), a French lady,

a native of Roncn, who, fc r the gna er part c;f her life, was em-
ployed in England, to prelide over the ed cation of ladies; and

has left the fnlleft proof of her excellent talents for inftrui^ion,

in many works which have been nniverfally approved both here

and in France. Her books difplay a wonderful ikill in making
in(fru6fion attra61ive and delightful ; and form in part a confe-

cutive feries entitled ** Le Magalln des Enfans ;" *' Le Maga-
fin des Adolefcentes;" and " L'Ediication corr?plete." There
is alfo *' Le Magahn des pauvres." Moft of thefe are written

in the form of dialogues, in which the fpcakers are young per-

fons of the age of thofe intended to be taught. She produced

alfo fomc good novels, as *' Lettres d'Emerance a Lucie;"
'* Lcs Memoires de Madame de Battcville ;" and " Les Lettres

de Madame du Montier," which have been more fuccefsful than

the reff, and have very lately appeared in an Englifh tranflation.

Mad, le Prince gives the bell: counfels without pedantry, and
interefts the heart without enervating it. She died in 1780.

PRINGLE (Sir John), baronet, prefident of the Royal
Society, was born at Stichel-houfe, in the county of Roxburgh,
North Britain, April 10, 1707 [u]. His father was fir John
Pringle, of Stichel, bart. and his mother, whofe name was
Magdalen Eliott, was fifter to fir Gilbert Eliott, of Stobs, bart.

Both the familks from which he defcended were very ancient

and honourable in the fouth of Scotland, and were in great

efteem for their attaclnnent to the religion and liberties of their

country, and for their piety and virtue in private life. Fie was the

youngell of feveral fons, three of whom, befides himfelf, arrived

to years of maturity. His grammatical education he received

at home, under a private tutor; and after having made fuch a

progrefs as qualified him for academical lludies, he was removed
10 the univerfity of St. Andrew's, where he was put under the

i-mmediate care of Mr. Francis Pringle, profelTor of Greek in

the college, and a near relation of his father. Having continued

there fome years, he went to Edinburgh in Oct. 1727, for the

purpofe of iludying phyllc, that being the profeflion which he

now determined to follow. At Edinburgh, however, he (layed

only one year, the reafon of which was, that he was defirous of

going to Leyden, at that time the moft celebrated fchool of

medicine in Europe. Boerhaave, who had brought that univer-

fity into reputation, was confiderably advanced in years, and
Mr. Pringle was unwilling, by delay, to expofe hiinfelf to the

danger of lofing the benefit of that great man's ledures. For
Boerhaave he had a high and jult refpedl : but it was not his

difpolition and charafter to become the implicit and fyilematic

Ju] London Mag. from his Life by Dr. Kippis.
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follower of any man, however able and diflinguifhed. While
he ftudied at Lcyden, he contra£led an intimate friend(hip with
Van Svt^ieten, who afterwards became fo furious at Vienna, both

by his pradlice and writings. Van Swieten was not only

Pringle's acquaintance and fellow-(Indent at the univerfity, but

alfo his phyfician, when he happened to be feized there with a

fit of ficknefs. Neverthelcfs, he did not owe his recovery to his

friend's advice ; for Van Swieten having refufed to give him the

bark, another perfon prefcribed it, and he was cured. When
he had gone through his proper courfe of {Indies at Leyden, he

was admitted, July 20, 1730, to his doftor of phyiic's degree.

His inaugural diiiertaiion, *' De raarcore fenili," was printed.

Upon quitting Leydcn, Dr. Pringle fettled as a phyfician at

Edinburgh, where he gained the elteem of the magiltrates of the

city, and of the profeiTors of the college, by his abilities and

good condudl : and, fuch was his known acquaintance with

ethical fubjedts, that, March 28, 1734, he was appointed, by

the magiftrates and council of the city of Edinburgh, to be joint

profefTor of pneumatics and moral philofophy with Mr. Scott,

during the life of Mr. Scott, and fole profelfor after his deceafe;

and, in confequcnce of this appointment, Dr. Pringle was ad-

mitted, on the fame day, a member of the univerfity. In dif-

charging the duties of this new employment, his text-book was
** PufFendorfr de Officio Hominis et Civis:" agreeably to the

method he purfued through life, of making fadl and experiment

the bafis of fcience. Dr. Pringle continued in the practice of

phyfic at Edinburgh, and in performing the obligations of his

profelforfhip, till 1742, v/hen he was appointed phyfician to

the earl of Stair, vi'ho then commanded the Britifh army. For

this appointment he was chieily indebted to his friend Dr. Ste-

venfon, an eminent phyfician at Edinburgh, who had an intimate

acquaintance with lord Stair. By the intereft of this nobleman.

Dr. Pringle was conltituted, Aug. 24, 1742, phyfician to the

inilitary hofpital in Flanders; and it was provided in the com-
uiiilion, that lie Ihould receive a falary of twenty Ihillings a-day,

and be entitled to half-pay ior life. He did not, on this occa-

fion, refign his profelforfhip of moral philofophy: the univerfity

permitted him to retain it, and meffrs. Muirhcad and Cleghorn

were allowed to teach in bis abfence, as long as he continued to

requeft it. The exemplary attention which Dr. F-^^ingle paid to

his duty as an army phyfician, is apparent from every page of

his *' Treatife on the Difeafes of the Army." One thing, how-

ever, deferves particularly to be mentioned, as it is highly pro-

bable that it was owing to his fuggeition. It had hitherto been

iifual, for the fecurity of the fick, when the enemy was near, to

remove them a great way from the camp ; the confequence of

which was, that raany were loft before they came under the

care
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care of the phyficians. The earl of Stair, being fenfible of this

evil, propofed to the duke de Noailles, when the army was
encamped at Afchaifenburg, in 1743, that the hofpitals on both

•fide-- fhoiild be confidered as faiiftuaries for the fick, and mutu-
ally proteded. The French general-, who was diftinguilhed for

his humanity, -readily agreed to the propofal, and took the firft

opportunity of ihewing a proper regard to his engagement. At
the battle of Deitingen, Dr. Pringle was in a coach with lord

Carteret during the whole time of the engagement, and the

fituation they were placed in was dangerous. They had beea
taken unawares, and were kept betwixt the fire of the line in

front, a French battery on the left., and a wood fi-ll of huirar-s

on the right. The coach was occafionally fliifted, to avoid

4)Ling in the eye of the battery. Soon after this event, Dr. Pringle

met with no Imall affliilion in the retirement of his great friend,

the earl of Stair, from the army. He offered to refign with his

noble patron, but was not permitted. He, therefore, contented
himfelf with teftifying his refpe6l and gratitude to his lordfhipv

by accompanying him forty miles on his return to England

;

after which he took leave of him with the utmoft regret.

But though Dr. Pringle was thus deprived of the immediate
prote6lion of a nobleman who knew and efteemed his worth,
his conduct in the duties of his ftation procured him effed\ual

fupport. He attended the army in Flanders, through the cam-
paign of 1744, and To powerfully recommended himfelf to the

•duke of Cumberland, that, in the fpring following, March ii,

he had a com.miffion from his royal highnefs, appointing him
phylician general to his majefty's forces in the Low Countries,

and parts beyond the feas ; and on the next day he received a

fecond commiilion from the duJ^e, by which he was conllituted

phylician to the royal hofpitals in the fame countries. On
March 5, he religned his profelforihip in confequence of thefe

promotions. In 1745, he was with the army in Flanders, but
was recalled from that country in the latter end of the year, to

attend the forces which were to be fent againfl: the rebels in

Scotland. At this time he had the honour of being chofen

F. R. S. Dr. Pringle, at the beginning of 1746., in his official

capacity, accompanied the duke of Cumberland in his expedition

againll: the rebels, and remained with the forces, after the battle

of CuUoden, till their return to England,, in the middle of
Auguft. We do not find that he was in Flanders during any part

of that year. In 1747 and 1748, he again attended the army
abroad ; and in the autumn of 174B he embarked with the forces

for England, upon the conclulion of the treaty of Aix-la-Cha-
pelle. From that time he principally refided in London, where,,

from his known fkill and experience, and the reputation he had

Acquired, he mi^ht reafonably expedl to iucceed as a phyfjcian.
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In April, I74-9j Dr. Pringle TA'as appointed phyfician in ordinary

to his royal highnefs the duke of Cumberland. In 1750, he

publilhed, in a letter to Dr. Mead, " Obfervations on the Gaol
or Hofpital Fever." This work, which palled throueh two
editions, and was occaficned by the jail-difteinper that broke
out at that time in the city of London, was well received by the

medical world, though he himfelf afterwards confidered it as

ha\'ingbeen hallily written. After fupplyingfome things that were
omitted, and rectifying a few miftakes that were made in it, he

included it in his grand work on the " Difeafes of the Army,"
where it conftltutes the feventh chapter of the third part of that

treatife. It was in the fame year that Dr. Pringle began to com-
municate to the Royal Sxiety his famous ** Experiments upon
Septic and Antifeptic Subilances, with Remarks relating to their

life in the Theory of Medicine." Thefe experiments, which
comprehended leveral papers, were read at different meetings of
the fociety; the firft in June, and the two next in the November
following ; three more in the courfe of the year 1751 ; and the

laft in Feb. 1752. Only the tluce firft numbers were printed

in the " Philofophical IVanfaclions," as Dr. Pringle had fub-

joined the whole, by way of appendix, to his ** Obfervations on
the Difeafes of the A.rmy." Thefe experiments upon feptic and
antifeptic fubllances, which have accompanied every fubfequent

edition of the treatife juft mentioned, procured for him the

lionour of fir Godfrey Copley's gold medal. Beiidcs this, they

gained him a high and juft reputation, as an experimental phi-

lofopheV, In February, 1753, he prefented to the Royal Society
*' An Account of feveral Perfons feized wiih the Gaol Fever by
working in Newgate ; and of the Manner by which the Infec-

tion was communicated to one entire Family." This is a very

curious paper; and was deemed of {nch importance by the ex-
cellent Dr. Stephen Hales, that he requeiled the author's per-

million to have it publifhed, for the common good of the king-

dom, in the ** Gentleman's Magazine ;" [x] where it was
accordingly printed, previous to its appearance in the Tranfac-
tions, vol. 48. Dr. Print;le's next communication was, *' A
remarkable Cafe of Fragility, Flexibility, and DilTolution of
the Bones." In the 49th volume of the " IVanfadions," we
meet with accounts which he had given of an earthquake felt at

BrulTels; ot another at Glafgow and Dunbarton [y] ; and of the

agitation of the waters, Nov. i, 1756, in Scotland and at Ham-
burgh. The 50th volume contains, Obfervations by him on
the cafe of lord Walpole, of Woolterton ; and a relation of the

virtues of foap, in diiTblving the Hone, as experienced by the

[x] Gent. Mag. vol. xxiii. p. 71—74,
f^vj The grcJtcf part of the paper is by Dr. Whytt.

reverend
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reverend Mr. Matthew Siinfon. The next volume is enriched

vith two of the do(£lor's articles, of confiderable length, as well

as value. In the firft, he has collected, digefted, and related

the different accounts that had been given of a very extraordinary

fiery meteor, which appeared on Sunday the 26th oi November,

1758, between eight and nine at night; and, in the fecond, he

has made a variety of remarks upon the whole, in which no
fmall degree of philofophical fagacity is difplayed. It would he

tedious to mention the various papers, which, both before and

after he became preiulent of the Royal Society, were tranfmitted

through his hands. Befides his communications in the Pliilo-

fophical Tranfadions, he wrote, in the Edinburgh Medical

Eifays, volume the fifth, an *' Account of the Succefs of the

Vitrum teratum Antimonii."

April 14, 1752, Dr. Pringle married Charlotte, the fecond

daughter of Dr. Oliver, an eminent Phyfician at Bath, and who
had long been at the head of his profelTion in that city. This
connedion did not lall long, the lady dying in the fpace of a

few years. Nearly about the time of his marriage. Dr. Pringle

gave to the public the firlf edition of his " Obfervations on the

Difeafes of the Army." It was reprinted in the year follow-

ing, with fome additions. To the third edition, which was
greatly improved from the further experience the author had

gained by attending the camps, for three feafons, in England,

an Appendix was annexed, in anfwer to fome remarks that

profellor De Haen, of Vienna, and M. Gaber, of Turin, had

made on the work. A fimilar attention was paid to the im-

provement of -the treatife, in every fubfequent edition. The
work is divided into three parts ; the firlt of which, being prin-

cipally hiltorical, may be read with pleafure by every gentle-

man. The latter parts lie more within the province of phyfi-

cians. They alone are the belt judges of the merit of the per-

formance ; and to its merit the moll decilive and ample tefti-

monies have been given. It hath gone through (even editions

at home ^ and abroad it has been tranilated into the French,

German, and Italian languages. Scarcely any medical writer

hath mentioned it without fome tribute ot applaufe. Ludwig,
in the fecond volume of his *' Commentarii de Rebus in Scien-

tia Naturali et Medicina geftis," fpeaks of it highly; and gives

,an account of it, which comprehends fixteen pages. The
celebrated and eminent baron Haller, in his *' Bibliotheca

Anatomica," [z] with a particular reference to the treatife we
are fpeaking of, ftyles the author " Vir illuftris—de omnibus
bonis artibus bene meritus." It is allowed to be a claflical

book jn the phyfical line ; and has placed the writer of it in a

[2] Tore, ii, p. 235.
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rank with the famous Sydenham. Like Sydenham, too, he
has becor e eminent, not by the quantity, but the value of
his produ6ticns ; ana has afforded a happy inftance of the great

and delerved fame which may fometimes arife from a fingle

performance. The reputation that Dr. Pringie gained by his
*' Obfervations on the Difeafes of the Army," was not of a
kind which is ever likely to diminifh. The utility of it, how-
ever, Avas of Hill greater importance than its reputation. From
the time that he was appointed a phyllcian to the army, it

feems to have been his grand objedl to leifen, as far as lay in

his power, the calamities of war ; nor was he without conii-

derable fuccefs in his noble and benevolent defign. By the

inlfruftions received from this book. General Melville, who
united with his military abilities the fpirit of philofonby, and
the fpirit ot humanity, was enabled, when governor of the

Neutral Iflands, to be fmgularly ufeful. By taking care to

have his men always lodged in large, open, and airy apart-

ments, and by never letting his forces remain long enough in

fwampy places, to be injured by the noxious air of fuch places,

the general was the happy inllrument of faving the lives of

feven hundred foldiers. In lysiS* Dr. Pringie was chofen

one of the council of the Royal Society-. Though he had not

for fome years been called abroad, he ftill held his place of

phyfician to the army; and, in the Avar that began in 1755,
attended the camps in England during three feafons. This
enabled him, trom hirther experience, to correct; fome ot his

former obfervations, and to give additional perfcftion to the

third edition of his great work. In 1758, he entirely quitted

the fervice of the army; and being now determined to fix wholly

in London, he was admitted a licentiate of the college of phy-
ficians, July 5, in the fame year. The rcafon Avhy this matter

was fo.long delayed might probably be, his not having hitherto

come to a final rer>Iution with regard to his fettlement in the

metropolis. After the accefhon of king George III. to the

throne of Great Britain, Dr. Pringie was appointed, in 1761,

phyfician to the queen's houfliold ; and this honour was fuc-

ceeded, by his being conftituted, in 1763, phylician extraor-

xiinary to her majelty. April 12, in the fame year, he had

been chofen a member of the Academy of Sciences at Haar-

lem; and, June following, he was elected a fellow of the Royal

College of Phyficians, London. In the fucceeding Noveniber,

he was returned on the ballot, a fecond time, one of the council

of the Royal Society; and, in 1764^ on the deceafe of Dr. Wol-
iafton, he was made phyfician in ordinary to the queen. Feb.

13, 1766, he was ele6ted a foreign member, in the phyfical

line, of the Royal Society of Sciences at Gottingen ; and, on

the 5th of June in that year, his majefty was gracicufly pleafed

3 te
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toteflify his fcnfe of Dr. Pringle's abilities and merit, by raif-^

ing him to the dignity of a baronet of Great Britain. July 18,

1768, fir John Pringle was appointed phyfician in ordinary to

her late royal highnefs the princefs dowager of Wales ; to

which office a falary was annexed of lool. a year. In 1770,
he was chofen, a third time, into the council of the Royal
Society; as he was, likewife, a fourth time, for the year 1772.
On Nov. 30, in that year, in confequence of the death ofJames

Weft, efq; he was elected prefident of that illuflrious and
learned body. His election to this high (tation, though he had
fo refpeftable an opponent at the late fir James Porter, was
carried by a very coniiderable majority. This Avas imdoubtedly

the higheft honour that fir John Pringle ever received ; an
honour with which his other literary diltincSlions could not be

compared. It was at a very aufpicious time that fir John
Pringle was called upon to prcfide over the Royal Society. A
wonderful ardour for philofophical fcience, and tor the advance-

ment of natural knowledge, had of late years difplayed itlelf

through Europe, and had appeared with particular advantage in

our own country. He endeavoured to cherifh it by all the

methods that were in his power ; and he happily fi:ruck upon a

new way to diftin^lion and ufefulnefs, by the difcourfes which
were delivered by him on the annual aifignment of fir Godfrey
Copley's medal. This gentleman had originally bequeathed

five guineas, to be given at each anniverfary meeting of the

Royal Society, by the determination of the prefident and coun-

cil, to the perfon who had been the author of the befl: paper of

experimental obfervations for the year pad. In procefs of

time, this pecuniary reward, which could never be an impor-

tant confideration to a man of an enlarged and philofophical

mind, however narrow his circumftances might be, was changed

into the more liberal form of a gold medal ; in which form
it is become a truly honourable mark of diftinilion, and a jufl

and laudable objeft of ambition. It was, no doubt, always

ufual with the prefident, on the delivery of the medal, to pay

fome compliment to the gentleman on whom it was beftowed ;

but the cullom of making a fet fpeech on the occafion, and of

entering into the hiftory of that part of philofophy to which the

experiments related, was firft introduced by Mr. Martin Folkes.

The difcourfes, however, which he and his fuccelfors delivered

w-ere very fhort, and were only inferted in the minute-books of

the Society. None of them had ever been printed before fir John
Pringle was raifed to the chair. The firlf fpeech that was made
by him being much more elaborate and extended than ufual, the

publication of it was defired ; and with this requeft, it is faid, he

was the more ready to comply, as an abfurd account of what

he had delivered had appeared in a news-paper. Sir John
Pringle



^Zo PR INGLE.
Pringle was very happy in the fubjcfl of his primary dKcomCc.
The difcoveries in magnetifm and electricity had been fuc-

ceeded by the inquiries into the various fpecies of air. In thefe

enquiries, Dr. Prieftley, who had already greatly diflinguifhed

himfelf by his e}e6lrical experiments, and his other philofphical

purfuits and labours, took the principal lead. A paper of his,

entitled, '* Obfervations on different Kinds of Air," having

been read before the fociety in March, 1772, was adjudged to

be deferving of the gold medal ; and fir John Pringle embraced
with pler^fure the occafion of celebrating the important com-
munications of his friend, and of relating with accuracy and

fidelity what had previouily been difcovered upon the fubje6t.

At the clofe of the fpeech, he earneftly requelted Dr. Prieitley

to continue his liberal and valuable inquiries; and we need

not fay how well he fulfilled this requeft. It was not, we
believe, intended, when fir John Pringle's firlf fpeech was
printed, that the example fhould be followed: but the fecond

difcourfe v/as fo well received by the Royal Society, that the

publication of it was unanimoufly requefted. Both the difcotirfe

itfelf, and the fubjeil on which it was delivered, merited fuch

a diftinftion. The compofition of the fecond fpeech is evi-

dently fuperior to that of the former ; fir John having probably

been animated by the favourable reception of his firrt effort.

His account of the torpedo, and of Mr. Walfli's ingenious and

admirable experiments relative to the electrical properties of

that extraordinary fiih, is fingularly curious. The whole dif-

courfe aboimds with ancient and modern learning, and exhibits

fir John Pringle's knowledge in natural hiltory, as well as iij

m.-dicine to great advantage. The third time that he was called

upon to difplay his abilities at the delivery of fir Godfrey's

medal, was on an eminently beautiful and important occafion.

This was no lefs than Mr. (now Dr.) Mafkelyne"s fuccefsful

attempt completely to eftablifh fir Ifaac Newton's fyftem of

the univerie, by his ** Obfervations made on the Mountain
Schehallicn, for finding its attraction." Sir John Pringle took

advantage of this opportunity, to give a pcrfpicuous and accu-

rate relation of the feveral hypothefes of the ancients, with

regard to the revolutions of the heavenly bodies, and of the

noble difcoveries with which Copernicus enriched the aitrono-

mical world. He then traced the progrefs of the grand prin-

ciple of gravitation down to fir Ifaac's illultrious confirmation

ot it; to which he added a concife narrative of melfrs. Bou-
guer's and Condamine's experiment at Chimboraco, and of

Mr. Mafkelyne's at Schehallien. If any doubts yet remained
with refpeft to the truth of the Newtonian fyilem, they were
now totally removed. Sir John Pringle had reafon to be pecu-

liarly latisfied with the fubjed of his fourth difcourfe ; that

fubject
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fubje£l bemg perfet3:ly congenial to his difpofition and {Indies.

His own lite had been much employed in pointing out the

means which tended not only to cure, but to prevent, the dif-

eafes of mankind ; and it is probable, from his intimate friend-

Ihip with capt. Cook, that he might fugged to that fagacious

commander fome of the rules which he followed, in order to

preierve the health of the crew of his majelfy's {hip the Refo-
lution, during her voyage round the world. Whether this was
the cafe, or whether the method purfued by the captain to

attain fo falutary an end, was the refult alone of his own
rcHedlions, the fuccefs of it was aftoniihing ; and this famous
voyager feemed well entitled to every honour Which could be
bettowed. To him the fociety afligned their gold medal, but

he was not prefent to receive the honour. He was gone out
upon that voyage from which he never returned. In this lall

voyage he continued equally fuccefsful in maintaining the health

of his men.
Sir John Pringlc, in his next annual dilTertatlon, had an

opportunity of difplaying his knowledge in a way in which
it had not hitherto appeared. The difcourfe took its rife

from the prize medal's being adjudged to Mr. Mudge,
then an eminent furgeon at Plymouth, upon account of hi$

valuable paper, containing ** Dire6Uons for making the beff

Compofition for the Metals of Reflecting Telefcopes, together

with a Defcription of the Procefs for grinding, polifliing, and
giving the great Speculum the true parabolic Form." Sir John
has accurately related a variety of particulars, concerning the

invention of reflecting telefcopes, the fubfequent improvements
of thefe inftruments, and the flate in v/hich xMr. Mudge found

them, when he firft fet about working them to a greater perfec-

tion, till he had truly realized the expectation of fir Ifaac

Newton, who, above an hundred years ago, prcfaged that the

public would one day poifefs a parabolic fpeculum, not acconv
plifhed by mathematical rules, but by mechanical devices. Sir

John Pringle's iixth difcourfe, to which he was led by the

alignment of the gold medal to Mr. (now Dr.) Hutton, on
account of his curious paper, entitled, " The Force of fired

Gun-powder, and the initial Velocity of Canon-balls, deter-

mined by Experiments," was on the theory of gimnerv.
Though lir John had fo long attended the army, this was pro-

bably a fubjeCt to which he had heretofore paid very little

attention. We cannot, however, help admiring with what
perfpicuity and judgement he has Hated the progrefs that was
made, from time to time, in the knowledge ot projedliles, and
the fcientific perfection to which his friend Mr. Hutton had

carried this knowledge. Sir John Pringle was not one of

thofe who delighted in war, and in the Ihedding of human
blood, he was happy la being able to fhcw thai even the (tudy

of
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of artillery might be ufeful to mankind; and, therefore, this is

a topic which he has not forgotten to mention. Here ended

his difcourfes upon the delivery of fir Godfrey Copley's medal.

If he had continued to prefide in the chair of the Royal Society,

he would, no doubt, have found other occafions of difplaying

his acquaintance with the hiftory of philofophy. But the

opportunities which he had of fignalizing himfelf in this refpe6l

were important in themfelves, happily varied, and fufficient to

gain him a folid and lading reputation.

Several marks of literary diltinftion, as we have already feen,

had been conferred upon fir John Pringle, before he was raifed

to the prefident's chair. But after that event they were beftowed

upon him with great abundance : and, not again to refume the

fubjedt, we Ihall here colleft them together. Previoufly, how-
ever, to thefe honours (excepting his having been chofen a

fellow of the Society of Antiquaries of London), he received

the laft promotion tliat was given him in his medical capacity;

which was, his being appointed, Nov. 4, 1774, phyfician ex-

traordinary to his majefty. In the year 1776, he was enrolled

in the lift of the members of no lefs than four learned bodies.

Thefe were the Royal Academy of Sciences at Madrid ; the

Society of Amfterdara, for the Promotion of Agriculture ; the

Royal Academy of Medical Correfpondence at Paris ; and the

Imperial Academy of Sciences at St. Peterfburg. -The times

of fir John Pringle's eledion into thefe eminent focieties,

according to the order in which we have mentioned them, were
on the 1 2th of February, in the month of September, and on
the 28th and 29th of December. J.uly 5, 1777, (ir John Prin-

gle was nominated, by his ferene highnefs the landgrave of

Helfe, an honourary member of the Society of Antiquaries at

Caflel. In 1778, he fucceeded the celebrated Linnaeus, as one

of the foreign members of the Royal Academy of Sciences at

Paris. This honour is extended by that illudrious body only

to eight perfons, on which account It is juftly efteemed a moll

eminent mark of diftin6llon ; and we believe there have been

few or no inftances, wherein it hath been conferred on any

other than men of great and acknowledged abilities and repu-

tation. 0<ft. II, in the fame year, our author was chofen a

member of the Medical Society at Hanau. In the fucceeding

year, March 29, he was eledted a foreign member of the Royal

Academy of Sciences and Belles Lettres at Naples. The laft

teftimony of refpe(Sl which was, in this way, beftowed upon
fir John Pringle, was his being admitted, in 1781, into the

number of the fellows of the newly ere6led Society of Anti-

quaries at Edinburgh. The particular dedgn of which is to

inveftigate the hiftory and antiquities of Scotland. It was at a

late period of life, when fir John Pringle was in the fixty-fixth

year
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year of his age, that he was chofen to be prefident of the Royal
Society. Confidering, therefore, the extreme atterition that

was paid by him to the various and important duties of his

office, and the great pains he took in the preparation oi' his dif-

courfes, it was natural to expe6l that the burden of his

honourable ftatioii fhould grow heavy upon him in a courfe of
time. This burden was increafed not only by the weight of
years, but by the accident of a fall in the area in the back part

of his houfe, from which he received confiderable hurt, and
which, in its confequences, afFedled his health, and weakened
his fpirits. Such being the ftate of his body and mind, he
began to entertain thoughts of refigning the prefident's chair*

It has been faid likewife, and believed, that he was much hurt

by the difputes introduced into the fociety, concerning the

queltion, whether pointed or blunted electrical conduftors are

the mofl efficacious in preferving buildings from the pernicious

«ffe6ts of lightning. Perhaps fir John Pringle's declining yearsy

and the general ilate of his health, will form fufficient reafons

for his refignation. His intention, however, was difagreeable

to many of his friends, and to many diftinguiflied members of
the Royal Society. Accordingly, they earneftly folicited him.

to continue in the chair; but, his refolution being fixed, he
refigned it at the anniversary meeting in 1778. Jofeph Banis,

efq; (now fir Jofeph Banks) was unanimoufly eledled prefident

in his room ; a gentleman whofe life, and the fervices he has

rendered to fcience, will hereafter form an important article in

biographical works. Though lir John Pringle quitted his par-

ticular relation to the Royal Society, and did not attend it*

meetings fo conftantly as he had formerly done, he flill retained

his literary connexions in general. His houfe continued to be
the refort of ingenious and philofophical men, whether of his

own country, or from abroad ; and he was frequent in his vifits

to his friends. He was held in particular efleem by eminent
and learned foreigners, none of whom came to England with-

out waiting upon him, and paying him the greatefl refpe6l.

He treated them, in return, with diftinguiflied civility and
regard. When a number of gentlemen met at his table,

foreigners were ufually a part of the company. Sir John Prin-

gle's ini'irmities increafmg, he hoped that he might receive aa
advantage from an excurfion to Scotland, and fpending the

fummer there; which he did in 1780, principally at Edin-
burgh. He had probably then fcrmecl fome defign of fixing

his refidence in that city. Plowever this may have been, he
was fo well pleafed with a place to which he had been habi-

tuated in his younger days, and with the refpeCf fhewn him by
his friends, that he purchafed a houfe there, whither he intended

to return in the following fpring. When he came back to

London,
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London, in the autumn of the year above mentioned, he
began to prepare for putting his fcheme into execution.

Accordinglvr having iirft difpofed of the greatelt part of his

library, he fold his lioufe in Pall-Mall, in April, 1781, and
feme few days after removed to Edinburgh. In this city he
was treated, by perfons of all ranks, with every mark of dif-

tindion. But Edinburgh was not now to him what it had been
in early life. The vivacity of fpirits, which, in the days of
youth, fpreads fuch a charm on the objefts that furrotind us,

was fled. Many, if not molf, of fir John Pringle's old friends

and contemporaries were dead ; and, though fome of them
remained, they could not meet together with the fame llrength

of confHtution, the fame ardour of purfuit, the fame animation

of hope, which they had formerly poiTeired. The younger men
of eminence paid him the fincerefl tcilimonies of efteem and
regard ; but it was too late in life for him to form new habits

of clofe and intim.ate friendfliip. He found, likewife, the air

of Edinburgh too ih-irp and cold for his frame, which had long

been peculiarly fenfible to the feverities of weather. Thefe
evils were exaggerated by his increafmg infirmities, and, per-

haps, by that reltlelfnefs of mind, which, in the midft of bodily

complaints, is ftill hoping to derive fome benefit from a change
of. place. Redetermined, therefore, to return once more to

London, where he arrived in the beginning of September.

Before lir John Pringle entirely quitted Edinburgh, he requefted

his friend. Dr. John Hope, to prefent ten volumes, folio, of
'* Medical and Phyfical Obfervations," inlnanufcript, to the

Royal College of Pliyficians in that city. This benefadlion

was conferred on two conditions ; iirft, that the obfervations

ftould not be publiihed; and fecondly, that they fliould not be

lent out of the library on anv pretence whatever. A meeting

of the college being fummoned upon tb.e occafion, fir John's,

donation was accepted with much gratitude, and a refolution

pafled to comply with the terms on which it was beftowed.

He was, at the fame time, preparing two other volumes to be

given to the univerfity, containing the formulas referred to in

his annotations.

Sir John Pringle, upon his arrival at the metropolis, found

his fpirits fomewhat revived. He was greatly pleafed with

re-vifiting his London friends ; and he was received by them
with equal cordiality and affeclion. His Sunday evening con-

vcrfations were honoured with the attendance of many refpeft-

able men ; and, on the other nights of the week, he had the

pleafure of fpending a couple of hours with his friends, at a

fociety that had long been eliabllilied, and which had met, for

fome time pad:, at Mr. Watfon's, a grocer, in the Strand. Sir

John's connedlion with this fociety, and his conftant attendance

upon
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upon it, formed, to the laft, one of his principal entertainments.

The morning was chiefly employed by him in receiving and
returning the vifits of his various acquaintance ; and he had
frequently a fmall and felc6l party to dine with him at his

apartments in King-ltreet, St. James's-fquare. All this while,

his llrength declined with a rapidity which did not permit his

friends t) hope that his life would long be continued. On
Monday evening, Jan. 14, 1782, being with the fociety at

Watfon's, he was feized with a fit, from which he never
recovered. He was accompanied home by Dr. Saunders, for

whom he had the highefl: regard; and in whom he had, in every

refpe£l, juflly placed the moft unreferved confidence. The
do6lor afterwards attended him with unwearied afliduity, but, to

any medical purpofe, entirely in vain ; for he died on the Friday

following, being the i8th day of the month, in the feventy-fifth

year of his age ; and the account of his death was every where
received in a manner which fhew^ed the high fenfe that was
entertained of his merit. On the 7th of February, he was
interred in St. James's church, with great funeral folemnity,

and with a very honourable attendance of eminent and refpe(3;-

able friends. As a teftimony of regard to his memory, at the

firft meeting of the College of Phyficians at Edinburgh, after

his deceafe, all the members appeared in deep mourning.
Sir John Pringle, by long practice, had acquired a handfome

fortune, which he difpofed of with great prudence and pro-

priety. The bulk of it, as might naturally and reafonably be

expe6led, he bequeathed to his worthy nephev/ and heir, fir

James Pringle, of Stichel, bart. whom he appointed his fole

executor. But the whole was not immediately to go to fir

James ; for a fum equal, we believe, to feven hundred pounds
a-year, was appropriated to annuities, revertible to that gentle-

man at the deceafe of the annuitants. By thefe means, fir John
exhibited an important proof of his regard and affection for

feveral of his valuable relations and friends. Sir John Pringle's

eminent character as a pradical phyfician, as well as a medical

author, is fo well known, and fo univerfally acknowledged,
that an enlargement upon it cannot be neceifary. In the exer-

ciTe of his profcffion he was not rapacious ; being ready, on
various occafions, to give his advice without pecuniary views.

The turn of fir John Pringle's mind led him chieily to the love

of fcience, which he built on the firm bafis of fadl. With
regard to philofophy in general, he was as averfe to theory,

unfupported by experiments, as he w^as with refpecl to medi-
cine in particular. Lord Bacon was his favourite author ; and
to the method of inveftigating recom.mended by that great man
he fi'eadily adhered. Such being his intelledtual charafter, it

will not be thought furprifing that he had a diflike to Plato.

Vol. XII. Cc To
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To me^aphyfical dlfqiiifitions he loft all regard in the lattcf

part of his life ; and, though fome of his moft'vahied friends had
engaged in difcuffions of this kind, with very diiTerent views of
things, he did not choofe to revert to the ft'udies of his youth,
but contented himfelf Tvith the opinions he had then forrtied.

Sir John Pringle had not much fondnefs for poetry. He had
not even any diitinguiihed relifh for the immortal Shakfpeare :

at leaft, he feemed too highly feniible of the defers of that

illurtrious bard, to give him the proper degree of eltimation.

Sir John Pringle had not, in his youth, been ncgleftful of phi-

lological enquiries ; and, after having omitted them for a time,

he returned to them again ; fo far, at leaft, as to endeavour to

obtain a more exa£l knowledge of the Greek language, proba-
bly with a view to a better underftanding of the New Tella-

ment. He paid a great attention to the French language ; and
it is laid that he was fond of Voltaire's critical writings. Among
all his other purfuits, fir John Pringle never forgot the ftudy of

the Englifh language. This he regarded as a matter of fo

much confequence, that he took uncommon pains with refpedt

to the ftyle of his compofitions ; and it cannot be denied, that

he excels in perfpicuity, corresSlnefs, and propriety of expref-

fion. Though he flighted poetry, he was very fond of mulic.

He was even a performer on the violoncello, at a weekly con-

cert given by a fociety of gentlemen at Edinburgh. Befides a

clofe application to medical and philofophical fcience, fir John
Pringle, during the latter part of his life, devoted much time

to the ftudy of divinity. This was with him a very favourite

and intereiting objeft. He correfponded frequently with Mi-
chaelis on theological fubje^ls ; and that celebrated profeftor

addrefted to him fome letters on *' Daniel's Prophecy of the

Seventy Weeks," which fir John thought M'orthy of being pub-

lifhcd in this country. He was accordingly at confiderable

pains, and fome expence, in the publication, which appeared

in 1773, under the following title: " Joannis Davidis Michae-

lis, Prof. Ordin. Philof. et Soc. Reg. Scient. Goettingeniis Col-

legae, Epiftolce, de LXX Hebdomadibus Danielis, ad D. Joan-

nein Pringle, Baronettum : primo privatim milfas, nunc vero

utriufque confenfii publice edita^," 8vo [a]. Sir John Pringle

was likewife a diligent and frequent reader of fermons, which
form fo valuable a part of Englifti literature. If, from the

Jntelleflu^l, we pafs on to the moral chara6i:er of fir John
Pringle, we fiiall find that the ruling feature of it was integrity.

By this principle he was uniformly aduated in the whole of his

behaviour. AH his acquaintance with one voice agreed that

there never was a man of greater integrity. He was equally

[a] Anecdotes of BoA-yer, p. 446, 447. Ibid, p, 601.

dlf-
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diflingniflied for his fobriety. He told Mr. Bofwell, that he

had never in his life been intoxicated with liquor. In his

Iricndlhips, ilr John Pringle was ardent and Heady. The inti-

macies which were formed by him, in the early part of his life

at Edinburgh, continued unbroken to the deceafe of the gentle-

men with whom they were made ; and were fuflained by a

regular correfpondence, and by all the good offices that lay in

his power. VVith relation to fir John Fringle's external manner
of deportment, he paid a very refpedful attention to thofe

whom he elleerned ; but he had a kind of referve in his beha-

viour, when he was not perfectly pleafed with the perfons who
were introduced to him, or who happened to be in his company.
His fenfe of integrity and dignity would not perinit him to

adopt that falfe and fuperficial politenefs, which treats all men
alike, however different in point of real eftimation and merit.

He was above ailuming the profellions, without the reality of

rcfpeft. On the religious characSler of fir John Pringle it is

more particularly important to enlarge. The principles of

piety and virtue, which were early inftilled into him by a

Ibidl education, do not appear ever to have lofl: their influence

upon the general conduft of his life. Neverthelefs, when he tra-

velled abroad in the world, his belief of the Chriftian revelation

was fo far unfettled, that he became at leaft a fceptic on that

fubje6l. But it was not the difpofition of fir John Pringle to

refl fatisfied in his doubts and difficulties, with refpe6l to a

matter of fuch high importance. He Avas too great a lover of

truth, not to make religion the objeft of his ferious enquiry.

As he fcorned to be an implicit believer, he was equally averfe

to the being an implicit unbeliever ; which is the cafe of large

nuinbers, who rcjecl Chriltianity with as little knowledge, and
as little examination, as the mod determined bigots einbrace

their fyftems. The refult of this inveftigation was, a full con-

viftion of the divine original and authority of the gofpel. The
evidence of revelation appeared to him to be folid and invinci-

ble ; and the nature of it to be fuch as m.uft demand the mod
grateful acceptance. Such having been the chara6ler and emi-

nence of fir Johri Pringle, it was highly proper that a tribute

to his merit (hould be placed in Wellminlter abbey. Accord-

ingly, under the direclion, and at the expence, of his nephew
and heir, a monument with an Englifh infcription has been

ere61ed, of which Mr. Nollekens was the fculptor.

PRIOLO (Benjamin), in Latin Priolus, autlior of an hif-

tory of France froin the death of Louis XHL in 1643 to 1664,

was born in 1602. He was defcended from the Prioli, an illuf-

trious family, fome of whom had been doges of Venice. He
uiiderwent fome difficulties from lofing his father and mother,

when young ; but thefe did not abate his paffion for learning,

C c 2 which
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\vhich waf^ fo ftrong, that he ufed to fpend whole days and
nights at his books. He fliidied hrrt at Orthez, next at Mon-
taiiban, and afterwards at Leyden ; in which laft city he pro-
fited by the le6lures of Heiaiius and Voflius. He went to

Paris, for the fake of feeing and confulting Grotius ; and after-

wards to Padua, where he learned the opinions of Ariftotle and
other ancient philofophers, under Cremoninus and Licetus.

After returning to France, he went again into Italy, in order

to be recognized by the houfe of Prioli as one of their rela-

tions. He devoted himfelf to the duke of Rohan^ then in the

Venetian fervice, and became one of his molt intimate confi-

dents ; but, uncertain what his fate woidd be after this duke's

death, he retired to Genera, having married, three months
before, a lady of a very noble family. "J he duke de Longue-
ville drew him from this retirement, upon his being appointed

plen''potentrary from the court of France for the treaty of

Munfler, as a perfon whofe talents might be of fervicc to him ;

and Priolo refided with him a year at Munfter, where he con-

tradled a very intimate friendfhip with Chigi the nuncio, who
was afterwards pope Alexander VII. From Munfler he re-

turned to Geneva, whence he went to France, in order to fettle

at Paris, He Itayed fix months in Lyons, and there had fre-

quent conferences with cardinal Francis Barberini ; the effect

of which was, that himfelf and his whole family abjured the

Proteftant religion, and immediately received the communion
frCm the hands of the cardinal. He was not, hoM'ever, long

eafy at Paris; for, the civil war breaking out foon after, he

joined with the malecontcnts, which proved the ruin of his

fortune. He was obliged to retire to Flanders, his eftate was
confifcated, and his family baniihed. Being afterwards reftoreJ

to the favour of his fovercign, he refolved to lead a private life,

and to devote himfelf to ftudy. It was at this time, and to divert

his melancholy, that he wrote, without the leaft flattery or par-

tiality, his " Hillory of France," in Latin. It has gone througli

feveral imprellions, but the beft edition is that of Leipjic, 1686,

in 8vo. He was again employed in negociations, and fet out

in 1667 upon a fecret affair to Venice ; but did not arrive at the

end of his journey, being feized with an apopledic fit, of

which he died in the archbiiliop's palace at Lyons. He left

feven children, who, by virtue of his name, and their own
accomplilhments and merit, rofe to very flourilliing circum-
ftances.

Priolo was a man of great and extenfive abilities, as appears

from his hillory. He abounded in maxims, which, if not

always jufl:, are often diverting. " Man," he ufed to fay,

" poffelfes but three things, the foul, body, and wealth; and

thefe are continually expofed to three forts of enfnaring attacks

or

I
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or ambiifcades ; the foul to that of divines, the body to that of

phylicians, and wealth to that of counfellors and lawyers."

PRIOR (Matthew) [b], an eminent Engliih poet and

ftatefman, was the fon of Mr. George Prior, a joiner and citizen

of London; and was born there the 21ft of July,,;i664. His
father dying wlrile he w-as very young, left him to the care of an
uncle, a vintner near Charing-crofs, who difchargcd the trull

repofcd in him with a tendernefs truly paternal, and at a proper

age fent him to Weftminfler fchool, where he diflinguifhed

himfelf to great advantage. He was afterwards taken home by
his uncle, in order to be bred to hi-s trade: at leifure hours,

however, he purfued the ftudy of the claflics, on which accojuit

he was foon noticed by the polite company who reforted to his

uncle's houfe. It happened one day, that the earl of Dorfet

and other gentlemen hAng at this tavern, the difcourfe turned

upon a palfa^e in an ode of Horace, who was Prior's favourite

a^ithor ; and the company being divided in their fentimcnts, one
of the gentlenien faid, '* I find we are not like to agree iii our

criticifms: but, if I am not miilaken, there is a young fellov/

in the houfe, who is able to fet us all right." Upon which he

named Matt. Prior, who being called in, gave the company the

fatisfaclion they wanted.

Lord Dorfet, exceedingly ftruck with his ingenuity and learn-

ing, from that moment determined to remove him from the

ftaiion he was in, to one more fuitable to his talents and genius

;

and accordingly procured him. to be fent, in 168 2, to St. John's col-

lege in Cambridge, where he proceeded B. A. in 1686, and was
iliortly after chofen fellow. During his refidence in the univer-

fity, he contracted an intimate friendfliip with Charles Mon-
tague of IVinity college, afterwards earl of Halifax: and Dryden
having publifhed, in 1686, his poem called " The Hind and the

Panther," Prior joined with Mr. Montague in writing " The
Hind and ihe Panther tranfverled, to the (lory of the Country-

Moufe and the City-Moufe," which was publiOied in 1687.

Upon the Revolution, he wa-s brought to court by his great

patron the earl of Dorfet ; .and by his intereft introduced to

bufmefs; for which, as well as for poetry, of which he had

already given noble Ipeciiuens, he w^s well formed. In 1690,

he was made fecretary to the plenipotehti?.ries in the congrefs

at the Hague ; and acquitted himfelf fo much to the fatisfadion

of king William, that, refolving to keep him near his perfon,

be appointed him a gentleman of his bedchamber. This filiia-

tion afforded hitn leifure to indulge his genius for poetry ; and

he then compofed feveral of his poems. He was again employed

[b] Memoirs of Mr. IVior by Sam. Humphreys, jE.fcjj prefixed to jic 3d vol. of

Pjriyr's Poems, Lond. 1733.—General Dldionary.

C c 3 as
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as fecretary to the Englifh negociations at the treaty of Ryfwick,

in 1697, having been nominatecl the fame year principal fecre-

tary of ftate in Ireland. In 1698, he went fecretary to the

embafTy in France ; in which pod he continued during the fuc-

cellive embaffies of the earls of Portland and Jerfey. While he

was in France, one of the officers of the king's hnnfchold, (hew-

ing him the royal apartments and curiolities of Verfailles, and

among them the paintings of Le Brun, in which the victories of

Louis XIV. are defcribed, afkcd him, whether king William's

aftions were to be feen alfo in his palace ? " No," anfvvered the

Englifli fecretary, " the monutnents of my mailer's actions are

to be feen every where but in his own houfe."

In 1699, he vvent to king William at Loo in Holland,

whence, after a long and particular audience with his majefty,

he departed by way of the Hague for England, and immediately

was made under-fecretary in the office of the earl of Jeriey. In

a few days, being a great favourite with the French king, he

was ordered back to Paris, to affilt the ambaffador in the affair

of the partition-treaty ^ and, having difpatched the bufinefs to

the fatisfadlion of both fovereigns, returned with great quicknefs

to London, The fame year, he printed his celebrated poem,

called, "Carmen Sxculare." In 1700, he was appointed one

of the lords commiffioners of trade and plantations, upon the

refignation of Mr. Locke ; and was elefted a reprefentative for

Eafl-Grinftead in Sulfex, in the new parliament of that year,

where he voted for impeaching the feveral lords charged with

adviling the partition-treaty.

Upon the fuccefs of the war with France, after the acceffion

of queen Anne, Prior exerted his poetical talent in honour

of his country: firft, in his " Letter to Boileau, on the vic-

tory at Blenheim, in 1704;" and again, in his ** Ode on the

glorious Succefs of her Majefty's Arms, in 1706 [c]." Yet he

after-

[c] An excellent letter to Prior, on age is moft certainly happy in this, that,

this Ode, from the pious Mr. Nelfon, is when our countrymen fighi with fo much
prefL-rvcd in the "Anecdotes of Bow- bravery, we have a confuminate poet, that

ycr," p. 4. whence we fhall talie the fecures their hardy deeds from oblivion,

liberty of maiting a Ihort extract

;

and places their battles in eternal ligkt.

" Dear Sir, Cranford, Jtify 20. You obferve a decency throughout your
" I have been fo agreeably entertained whole Ode, which is the effect of your

in my retirement at this place with the true good fenle, that when with a liberal

beauties of your charming Mufe, that mere hand you beftow your incenfe upon our

knit of gratitude for the pleafure I liave great general, itftill rifes in thicker clouds

enjoyed conftrains me to pay my aclcnovv- towards her who made his arms her choice,

ledgements to the mafterly hand that admi- I could wi(h our pulpit orators underftood

niftered it. And indeea, I muft own, the the fame decorum; and then all their par-

banquet is fo elegantly prepared, that at ticular praifes would have had a relation

the iame time that it raifes my admiration, to their main fubjedl. Without the bias

it gratifies and fatisfies my appetite to the of friendlhip, I may venture to fay you

full j and yet I can return it with frefh have improved thofe hints you have bor-

guilo; for decki rejxtita ^laceblt. Our rowed from Horace j and, were I as well

act^uainted



PRIOR. 391

afterwards concurred with thofe who ftrove for a peace; and, in

171 1, when tTie queen determined lo treat with France, was
chofcn to convey her majeiiy''s demands. For this purpofe, he

was appointed plenipotentiary to that court ; having been made
one of the commillioners of the cuftoms juft before. He was
much employed, and intimately concerned, in the bufinefs of

the peace ; and, after returning, was fent again to France in

Auguft, 1 71 2, to accommodate fiich matters as had remained
imfettled in the congrefs at Utrecht. From the end of this

month, he had the appointments and authority of an ambafla-

dor; and fo continued as long as queen Anne lived. He re-

mained at Paris alfo in the chara£ler of a public miniller, fome
months after the accellion of George I. and then was fucceeded

by the earl of Stair. The great change, which happened in the

public affairs at that time, occafioned Mr. Prior to be detained

in France; and upon his arrival in England, March 25, 1715,
he was immediately taken up by an order of the houfe of com-
mons, and foon after examined by a committee of the privy

council. June 10, Robert Wa'pole, cfq; moved the houfe for

an impeachment againfl: him ; and on the 17th, Mr. Prior was
ordered into clofe cuftody, and no perfon admitted to fee him
without leave of tlve fpeaker. In 1717, an a£t of Grace paifed,

but he was one of the perfons excepted in it ; at the clofe

of the year, however, he was difcharged from his confinement.

He fpent the remainder of his days, retired from bufinefs, at

Down-Hall, a fmall villa, in the county of Eifex. Having
hnifhed his " Solomon, on the Vanity of the World," he made
a colle<!:lion of all his poems, and publifhed them in one volume,
folio, with. an elegant dedication to the duke of Dorfet. Some
time after, he formed a defign of writing an " Hillory of his

own Tiine ;" but had made very little progrefs in it, when
a lingering fever carried him oft', Sept. 18, 1721, in his fifty-

eighth year. He died at Wimple, a feat of the earl of Oxford,
not far from Cambridge ; and his corpfe was interred in Wefl-
minfter-abbey, where a monument was erqded at his own

acquainted with Spenfer, I believe I fhould tuate the queen's glory to future genera-

have reafon to make the fame judgement tions ; and yet it ftruclc mc with pavticulair

in reference to your ftyle. 1 am fuie, pleafurc, from that knowledge 1 have of

whatever his is, your imagination is Vkfarnj, thofe monuments that have been raifed to

and your expreffions noble and majeftic
;

the two emperors you mention. It is a

and yet they never carry you out of iightj great misfortune that we have no eminent

but you are always pleafed to be intelligi- fculptor that can execute wbat you have

ble. 1 thought it friendly to acquaint you fo mafterly defigned- Such a work would

how much I (hare in your glorious fuccefs, make London exceed Rome in a monu-
and that the ihort journey you have made mental pillar, as much as it does already

to Parnaffus turns fo much to your folid outdo her in trade and commerce. But we
reputation. I had almoft forgot to do juf- will glory that it ftands fixt in your verfes ;

tice to thofe admirable materials you have where lateft times may read Anna's im-

provided for erefting a column to pcrpe- mortal fame."

C c 4 charge.
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charge, 500 1. having been fet apart by him for that purpofe,
and an infcription for it was written by Robert Freind, niafter

of Weftminfler-fchool. After his death, more of his poems
were publiflied; and there appeared, in 1740, " The Hiftory of
his own Time, compiled from his original Manufcripts ;" a
compofition little worthy of him, and undoubtedly for the moft
part, if not entirely, fpurious.

It fhould be remembered, that he was concerned in fome of

the firft papers of <* The Examiner ;" and was fuppofed to be
the author of a criticifm in it, upon a poem of Dr. Garth to

the earl of Godolphin : which criticifm expofed him to the

feverity of Mr. Addifon, in the firft number of his '* Whig-
Examiner."

Prior, notwithftanding the many high ports and lucrative em-
ployments he had poffefled, died at laft fellow of St. John's col-

lege in Cambridge. He was often told that a fellowfhip was
too trifling a thing for him to keep, and even improper for his

charader : but he replied, that ** every thing he had befides was
precarious, and when all failed, that would be bread and cheefe

;

on which account he did not mean to part with it." However,
to make the fociety fome amends for this humour, he left them
books to the value of 200 1. to be chofcn by them out of his

library ; and alfo his pidure painted by La Belie, in France, which
had been a prefent to him from Louis XIV.
The works of this writer having been very inaccurately and

imperfeclly publifhed, Mr. Thomas Evans, bookfeller, under-

took to give a new edition ; and hearing that the dowager
dutchefs of Portland was poiTefred of fome manufcript poems of

Prior [d], applied to his friend Mr. Garrick, for his intereft

with her grace, to obtain her permiflion to conclude his edition

with thefd unpublifhed poems. Mr. Garrick, with that friend-

fhip and zeal for literature which marked his charadter, im-
mediately made the application, w^hich the dutchefs anfwered
very favourably, defiring only to leave the decifion of what
j>oems were fit for publication to the judgement of Mr. Burke
and Garrick. The meeting for this purpofe was prevented by
the avocations and death of Garrick, and the manufcripts remain
iinpublilhed. Evans publiihed his edition without thefe accef-

fjons [e].

PRISCIANUS,
[d] Ot which a fpecimen may be feen tlons ; by the latter for his affedlionate

in Nichols's " Seledi Colledion ofPoems," regard ; by his friends for his readinefs and
vol. I. p. iii. activity in their fervice ; and by his ac-

[e] Thefe particulars were communi- quaintance for the pleafantnefs of his con-
Cited to Mr. Nichols, by Mr. Evans, not verfation, and his entertaining manner of
many days before his death, which hap. difplaying his wit and humour, of both of
pened April 30,1784. Mr. Evans was much which he poffefled a more than ordinary
beloved, rcfpefted and eiteemed by his nu- portion. He had naturally a tafte and a
ajerous acquaintance, friends, aiid reia- love for litgruture 5 and, as far as prudence

wouW
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PRISCIANUS, an eminent grammarian of antiquity, who
was born at Csfarea, and afterwards went to Conftantinople;

where he taught the principles of his art, and was in the highcft

repute about the year 525. Dcnatus, Servius, and Prifcian,

are called triumviri in Re Grammatica, by Laurentius Valla

i

who thinks them all excellent, and that none of the ancients,

who wrote after them upon the Latin language, are fit to be men-
tioned with them. Prifcian compofed a v/ork, " De Arte

Grammatica," which was firft printed by Aldus, at Venice, in

1476 : it isaddrelfed to Jiilianus, not the emperor, as fume have-

erroneoully fuppofed, but the conful. He wrote a book " Dc
Naturalibiis Qiiasftionibus," which he dedicated to Chofroes,

king of Perfia. He tranflated *' Dionyfius's Defcription of
the World," into Latin verfe : it is printed with the edition'

of that author, at Oxford, 1697, in 8vo. Some have pretended,

that this grammarian was firft a Chriftian, and afterwards a
Pagan : but there is no foundation for this opinion. Hadriaa
Valefius relates, that his name, in a very ancient and corredl

manufcript, is written Prasfcianus. A perfon, who writes falfc

Latin, is proverbially faid " to break Prifcian's head."

PRISCILLIAN, a heretic of the fourth century, well known
in ecclefiaftical hiftory for having revived the errors of the Gnof-
tics and Manicheans. He was a Spaniard, of high birth, and great

fortune, with confiderable talents and eloquence. His opinions

firft became known in 379, and were rapidly diffufed in Spain.

But in the enfuing year, a council was held by the bifhops of

Aquitaine at Saragoifa, in which the Prifcillianilts were folemnly

condemned. He was then but a layman, but foon after he was
ordained bifhop of Labina, or Lavila, fuppofed to be Avila, one

of the cities of Galicia, by two biihops of his own party. In

the year 384, or, as Baronius in his annals writes, 387, the

ringleaders of this fe6l were put to death by the emperor Max-
imus, having been convidled before the magiftrates of the grolfeH:

immoralities. Thefe were Prifcillian himfelf, Felicilfimus, and

Armenus, two ecclefiaftics, who had but very lately embraced

his dotStrine ; Afarinus and Anrelius, two deacons ; Latroni-

anus, or, as Jerome, calls him, Matronianus, a layman; and

Eucrocia, the widow of the orator Delphidius, who had pro-

felled eloquence in the city of Bourdeaux a few years before.

Thefe were all beheaded at Treves. The reft of Prifciliian's

followers, whom they could difcover or apprehend, were either

baniflied or confined. The bodies of Prifcillian, and thofe who

would permit, endeavoured to render his and engaged in a great number of publi-

fwrivate propenfity the fource of public cations that tended to refcue merit from

advantage, and public ornam' n:. Hence he oblivion, and to do honour to the literary-

favoured the world with elegant editions cliara^ler of his country.

»i"
tiie works of fomc very eminent poets,

' ' fufFered
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fuffered with him, were conveyed by the friends and adherents

into Spain, and there interred with great pomp and folemnity
;

their names were added to thofe of other faints and martyrs,

their firmnefs extolled, and their dodlrine embraced by fuch
nui;nbers of profelytes, that it fpread in a Ihort time over all the

provinces between the Pyrenees and the ocean. The author of
the notes upon Sulpitius Severus tells us, that he faw the name
of Prifcillian in fome not very ancient martyrologies. In prac-

tice they did not much differ from the Manichees; the fame, or

neaiiy the fame, infamous myfleries being afcribed to both: for,

in the trial of Prifcillian, before the emperor Maximus, it was
alledged that he had countenanced all manner of debauchery,

that he had held noclurnal affemblies of lewd vvK)men, and that

he ufed to pray naked among them. See the fummary of their

doftrine extracted from their own books, by Turibius, and fent

by him to pope Leo.

PRITZ (John George), Pritius, or Pritzius, a Pro-
tcftant divine, born at Leipfic in 1662. He was chofen in 1707,
at Gripfwalde, profeiTor of divinity, ecclefiadical counfellor,

and miniffcer; which offices he there held till 171 1, when he was
called to prefide over the miniftry at Frankfort on the Maine.
At that place he died, much beloved and efteemed, on the 24th

of Auguil, 1732. Befides the works that werepublilhed by this

learned author, he v^as, from 1687 to 1698, one of the writers

of the Leipfic journal. Befides many compilations of various

kinds, he wrote, i. " A learned Introdu6lion to the reading of
the New Teflament," 8vo, the befl edition is 1724. 2. *' Dc
Immortalitate Animas," a coniroverfial book, againfl: an Englifli

writer. 3. An edition of the works of St. Macarius. 4. An
edition of the Greek Tellament, with various readings, and
maps. 5. An edition of the letters of Milton ; and fome other

works.

PROCLUS, an eminent philofopher among the later Pla-

tonifts [f], was born at Conftantinople in the year 410, of pa-

rents who were both able and willing to provide for his inftrudlion

in all the various branches of learning and knowledge. He was
firft fent to Xanthus, a city of Lycia, to learn grammar ; thence

to Alexandria, where he was under the beft mafters in rhetoric,

philofophy, and mathematics; and from Alexandria he removed to

Athens, where he heard the younger Plutarch and Syrianus, both

of them celebrated philofophers. He fucceeded the laft in the

redlorfhip of the Platonic fchool at Athens; where he died in

485. Marinus of Naples, who was his fuccelfor in the fchool,

wrote his life ; and the firfl perfedl copy of it was publifhed,

with a Latin verfion and notes, by Fabricius, Hamburgh, 1700,

[r] Fabric. Bibl. Grsc. v, 8.

4to,
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4to, and afterwards fubjoined to his ** Bibllothcca Latina,

1703," 8vo.

He wrote a vaft number of woi 'is in various ways; many of

which are loft, fome are publifiied, and a few remain ftill in

rnanufcript only. Of the publiflicd, there are four very elegant

hymns; one to the *' Sun," two to " Venus," and one to the
** Mufes." There are *' Commentaries upon feveral pieces of

Plato," upon the four books of Claudius Ptolcmxus *' De judi-

ciis Aftrorum," upon the firft book of *' Euclid's Elements,"

and upon Heiiod's " Opera Sc Dies." There are alfo works of

Proclus upon philofophical and aftronomical fubje£ls
;
particu-

hirly the piece " De Sphasra," which was publilhed in 1620,
4to, by Bainbridge, the Savilian profciFor of aftronomy at Ox-
ford. Laitly) we muft not forget to mention his " Argiu-ncnta

XVIILadverfusChriftianos;" which,though tlie learned Cave fup-

pofed them to be loit, are ftill extant. Cave, concluding too much
from the title of this piece, and from what Suidas fays of Proclus,

was led to rank him with Cclfus, Julian, Porphyry, as a pro-

ielTed and bitter adverfary of Chrilfianity : whereas Proclus only

attacks the Chriilians upon this fingle dogma, *' whether the

world be eternal?" the aflfirmative of which he attempts to prove

againft them by eighteen arguments. Joannes Philoponus refuted

thefe arguments of Proclus, with eighteen arguments for the

negative: and both the one and the other, for they are inter-

woven, have been printed more than once with Latin verfions.

The character of Proclus is that of all the later Platonifts,

who were in truth much greater enthufiafts than the Chriitians

their contemporaries, whom they reprer.,-nted in this light.

Proclus was not reckoned quite orthodox by his order : he did

not adhere fo religioully, as Julian and Porphyry, to the doc-

trines and principles of his mailer: *' he had," fays Cudvvorth,
*' fome peculiar fancies and vvhimfies of his own, and was in-

deed a confounder of the Platonic theology, and a mingler of
much unintelligible (luff with it."

PROCOPlOS, an ancient Greek hiftorlan [g], w^as born at

Cxfarea in Paleftine, and went thence to Conftantinople in

the time of the emperor Anallalius ; whofc efteeni he obtained,

as well as that of Jullin the firll, and Juitinian. His profeflion

was that of a rhetorician and pleader of caufes. He was ad-

vanced to be fecretary to Belifarius ; and attended that renowned
general in the wars of Perfia, Africa, and Italy. He afterwards

was admitted into the fenate, and became prefect or governor

of the city at Conftantinople : where he feems to have dier',

fomewhat above lixty. He is not a contemptible hiftoriau

[g] Fabric. Bibl. Grace, v. 6.—Voflius de Grsc. Hift. Mothe le Vayer Juge-
jnsns fur les Hiftonens, &c.

among
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among the Byzantines. His hiftory contains eight boolcs:

two, of the Perfian war, which are epitomized by Photius, in the

fixty-third chapter of his ** Bibliotheca;" two, of the wars of
the Vandals ; and four, of that of the Goths : of all which there

is a kind of abridgement, in the preface of Agathias, who began

his hiftory where Procopius left off. Befides thefe eight books,

Suidas mentions a ninth, which comprehends matters not before

publifhed, and is therefore called his avsjtooTa, or inedita. -Vof-

fius thought that this book was loft ; but it has fmce been pub-

liflied, and gone through many editions. Many learned men
have been of opinion, that this is a fpurious work, and falfely

afcribed to Procopius ; and cannot be perfuaded, that he, who
in the eight books reprefented Juflinian, Theodora, and Beli-

farius, in a very advantageous light, fliould in this ninth have

made fuch a coUeftion of particulars in their disfavour, as

amounts to nothing lefs than an invective; and Le Vayer was
fo fenfibly affeifted with this argument, that he declares all Pro-

copius's hiftory to be ridiculous, if ever fo little credit be given

to th€ calumnies of this piece. Fabricius, however, fees no
reafon, why this fecret hiftory may not have been written by
Procopius [h] ; and he produces feveral examples, and that of

Cicero amongft them, to fhew that nothing has been more ufual,

than for writers to allow themfelves a certain fatirical way of

treating things and perfons in thefe private pieces, and very dif-

ferent from the manner they would ufe in what was defigned for

public reading. There is another work of Procopius, ftill ex-

tant, entitled, KTjff/xara, five de asdificiis conditis vel reftauratis

aufpicio Juftiniani Irnperatoris libri vi." which, with his eight

books of hiftory, were firft renewed in Greek by Hoefchelius in

1607; for the book of anecdotes, though publifhed in 1624,

was not added to thefe, till the edition of Paris, 1662, in folio,

whei/they were all accompanied with Latin verfions.

The learned have been much divided, nor are they yet agreed,

about the religion of Procopius: fome contending that he was
an Heathen, fome that he was a Chriftian, and fome that he

was both Heathen and Chriftian: of which laft opinion was the

learned Cave. Le Vayer declares for the Paganifm of Proco-

pius, and quotes the following paflage from his firft book of the
*•* Wars of the Goths ;" which, he fays, is fuflncient to unde-

ceive thofe who confidered him as a Chriftian hiftorian. " I will

rot trouble myfelf," fays he, fpeaking of the different opinions

of Chriftians, " to relate the fubje£l: of fuch controverfies,

although it is not unknown to me ; becaufe I hold it a vain

defire to comprehend the divine nature, and underftand what

God is. Human wit knows not the things here below : how

[«] Epift. ad Attic, n. 6. & xiv. 17.

then



PROPERTIUS. 397

then can it be fatlsfiecl in the fearch after divinity? I omit there-

fore fuch vain matter, and which only the credulity of man
caufes to be refpefted : content with acknowledging, that there

is one God full of bounty, who governs us, and whofe power

ftretches over the univerfe. Let every one therefore believe

what he thinks fit, whether he be a priell: and tied to divine

worfhip, or a man of a private and fecular condition." Fa-

bricius fees nothing in this inconfiftent with the foundnefs of

Chriilian belief, and therefore is not moved by this declaration,

which appeared to Le Vayer, and other learne'd men, to be de-

cilive againft Procopius's Chriftianity. This, however, what-
ever the real cafe may be, feems to have been allowed on all

fides, that Procopius was at leafl; a Chriftian by name and pro-

fcliion; and that, if his private perfuafion was not with Chrif-

tians, he conformed to the public worfhip, in order to be well

with the emperor Juftinian.

As an hiliorian, he deferves an attentive reading; and cfpe-

cially on this account, that he has written of things which he

knew with great exactnefs. Suidas, after he had given him the

furnaine of lUuftrious, calls him rhetorician and fophifter ; as

indeed he feems to have been too much for an hiftorian. He is

copious; but his copioufnefs is rather Afiatic than Athenian, and
has in it more of fuperfluity than true ornament. It may not

be improper to mention, that Grotius made a Latin verfion of

Procopius's two books of the wars of the Vandals, and of the

four books of the wars with the Goths: a good edition of which
vvaspublifhed at Amllerdam in 1655, 8vo.

PROKOx^OVITCH. SeeTHEOPHANES.
PROPERTIUS (Sextus Aureliusj, an ancient Roman

poet, was born at A'levania, a town in Umbria[i] ; as we learn

from his own writings. Some fay, his father was a knight,

and a man of confiderable authority; who, fiding with Lucius
Antonius upon the taking of Perufium, was made prifoner

and flain, by Auguftus's order, at the altar eredted to Julius

Czefar: when his elfate was forfeited of courfe. This muft
have happened when the poet was very young; and he alludes to

it manifeiUy enough in one of his elegies, where he laments the

ruin of his family, in that early feafon of his life[K]. His wit
and learning foon recommended him to the patronage of Mae-
cenas and Callus ; and among the poets of his time, he was veiy
intimate with Ovid and Tibullus. Ovid was often prefent at

his friend's rehearfals:

** Saspe fiios folitus recitare Propertius ignes,

Jure fodalitii qui mihi jundus erat."

[ij Fabricii Blbl. Latin.—Crufius's Lives of the Roman poets,

Ik I
Lib, ii. Eleg. 35,

w



398 PRO PERT I US.

We have no accounts of the circumftances of his hfe, or the

manner ot his death : only he mentions iiis taking a journey to

Athens, probably in company with his patron Maecenas, who
attended Auguftus in his progrefs through Greece. It is certain

he died young, thofe that make him live the longefl; carrying his

age no higher than forty-one: and, from the lines of Ovid jnll

quoted, we find that he had then been dead fome time. His birth

happened but a few years before that of Ovid, who was born
about the year of Rome 710: and Lucius Antonius was defeated in

714, when Propertius was very young: not to mention, that the

" Jure fodalitii qui mihi jundlus erat,"

properly expreflTes that familiarity, which may be fuppofcd be-

tween perfons nearly of the fame age. His miftrefs Hodia,
whom he celebrates under the name of Cynthia, is his conltant

theme; and Martial fays, flie and the poet were equally obliged

to each other: ihe, for being immortalized in his writings; he,

for being animated by her with that noble pallion, whicit made
him write fo well.

*' Cynthia, factmdi carmen juvenile Properti,

Accepit famam, nee minus ilia dedit."

He had a houfe at Roine on the Efquiline hill.

The great objeft of his imitation was Callimachus: Mim-
nermus and Philetas were two others, whom he likewife admired
and followed in his elegies. Qiiintilian tells us[l], that Pro-

pertius difputed the prize with Tibullus, among the critics of

ins time: and the younger Pliny, fpeaking of Pallienus, an emi-

nent and learned elegiac poet of his acquaintance, fays, that tliis

talent was hereditary and natural ; for that he was a defcendant

and countryman of Propertius [mJ. If we fltculd allow that

Propertius was inferior to Tibullus in tenderncfs, and to Ovid
in variety of fancy, and facility of expreflion ; iVill it muft be

granted, on the other hand, that he excelled them both in art and

learning. In the mean time, without attempting to fettle the

degrees, where all are excellent, nothing can be more pure,

more elegant, more corrccf , than the poetry of Propertius : and

this is allowed by all the ancients and all the. moderns. Pro-

pertius certainly gave the firfl fpecimen of the poetical epiflle,

B. iv. El. 3. which Ovid aftewards claimed as his invention.

The -works of this poet are printed with almolf all the editions

of Tibullus and Catullus ; but One of the bed editions is that,

which was given feparately by Janus Brouckhuiius at Amfterdam,
in 1702, in 4to,-and again in 1714, 4to, "cum curis fccundis

ejufdem." Vulpius republilhed Propertius in 1755, with fele6l

notes from BroucKhufius and PafTeratius, and a learned commen-
tary of his own, in 4to, and in a form to accompany his Catullus

[l] JulL Oj-atcr. Lib. x. c. i. [m] Eplft. 15. Lib. vi.

atiil
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and TibuUus. Laftly, an excellent edition in 8vo, was publiflicd

by Frid. Gottl. Barthius, at Leipfic, in 1777. This edition has,

befides its notes, very valuable indexes.

PROTOGENES, a famous ancient painter, was a native

of Caunus, a city of Caria, fubjedl to the Rhodians. Who
was his father, or his mother, is not known ; but it is probable

enough that he had no other mafter than the public pieces that

he faw ; and perhaps his parents, being poor, could not be at

any fuch expence for his education in the art, as was cuftomary

at that time. It is certain that he was obliged at firft to paint

fhips for his livelihood: but his ambition was not to be rich;

his aim being folely to be mafter of his profeflion. He finifhed

his pidures with too great care : Apelles faid of him, he knew
not when he had done well. The fineft of his pieces was the

piflure of Jalifus, mentioned by feveral authors without giving

any defcription of it, or telling ns who Jalifus was: fome perfons

fuppofe him to have been a famous hunter, and the founder of
Rhodes. It is faid that for ftven years, while Protogenes worked
on this pifture, all his food was lupines inixed with a little water,

which ferved him both for meat and drink [n]. He was of opinion
that this fimple and light nouridiment would leave him the free-

dom of his fancy. Apelles was fo ftruck with admiration of
this piece, that he could not fpeak a word; having noexpre(Jions

to anfwer his ideas. It was this fame pi£lure that faved the city

of Rhodes, when befieged by king Demetrius; for, not being
able to attack it but on that fide where Protogenes worked, the

king chofe rather to abandon his hopes of conqueft, than to deftroy

fo fine a piece as that of Jalifus.

The ftory of the conteit between Protogenes and Apelles is

well known by the tale which Prior has founded on it. This
htter, hearing of the reputation of Protogenes, went to Rhodes
on purpofe to fee his works. On his arrival there, he found in

trie hoiife nobody but an old woman : who, aflcing his name, he
anfwered, *' I am going to write it upon the canvas that lies

here;" and, taking his pencil with colour on it, dcfigned fome-
thing with extreme delicacy. Protogenes coming home, the old

woman told him what had pafled, and fliewed him the canvas;
who, then attentively obferving the beauty of the lines, faid it

was certainly Apelles who had been there, being afliired that no
one elfe was able to draw any thing fo fine. Then taking an-
other colour, he drew on thofe lines an outline more correct and

[n] After feven years fpojit upon it, he againft it in order to efface it; and this

Teqaained ftill chagrined, becnufe, having luckily produced by chance what his art

reprc-fented in it a dog panting and out could not efteft.—The fame ftory is told

of breath, he was not able to draw the ofNeocles and Apelles, refpcdting the foam
foam at his mouth ; which vexed him to of a horfe.

fucjj a de^ee, that he threw his fporge

2 more
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more delicate ; after which he went out again, bidding the oM
woman fliew that to the perfon wlio had been there, if he re-

turned, and tell him that was the man he enquired for. Apelles

returning, and being aihamcd to fee himfelf outdone, took a

third colour, and, among the lines that had been drawn, laid on
fome with fo much judgement, as to comprife all the fubtlety of
the art. Protogenes faw thefe in his turn ; and, confefiing that

he could not do better, gave up the difpuie, and ran in hafte to

find out Apelles.

Pliny, who tells this ftory, fays that he faw this piece of canvas,

before it was confumed in the fire which burnt down the em-
peror's palace^ that there was nothing upon it, but fome lines,

which could fcarcely be diftinguifhed; and yet this fragment was
more valued than any of the pidures among which it was placed.

The fame author goes on to relate, that Apelles afking this rival

what price he had for his piilures, and Protogenes naming an
inconliderable Ann, according to the hard fortune of thofe who
are obliged to work for their bread; Apelles, concerned at the

injuftice done to the beauty of his producStions, gave him fifty

talents [o] for one pidure only, declaring publicly, that he

xvould make it pafs and fell it for his own. This generofity

opened the eyes of the Rhodians as to the merit of Protogenes,

and made them get the pidlure Apelles had bought out of his

hands, paying down a much greater price for it than he had

given.

Pliny alfo informs us, that Protogenes was a fculptor as well

as a painter. He flcurifhed about the loSth Olympiad, and 308
years before Chriih Qiiintilian, obferving the talents of fix

famous painters, fays, Protogenes excelled in exaclnefs, Pam-
philius and Melanthus in the difpofition, Antiphilus in eafinefs,

Thcon the Samian, in fruitfulnefs of ideas, and Apelles in grace

.and ingenious conceptions.

PRUDENTIUS (Qi'iNTUS Aurelius), an ancient Chrif-

lian poet [p], was born in Spain in the year 34.8 ; but whether

he was a native of Calahorra, SaragoiTa, or fome other city of

that country, is difputcd. He was brought up a lawyer; and,

being called to the bar, was afterwards made a judge in two con-

fide rable towns. He was then promoted by the emperor Hono-
rius to a very high office ; but not to the confulate, as fome have

falfely imagined. He was fifty-feven, before he refolved to at-

tend to the care of his falvation ; and then he began to employ
his Mufe upon holy fubjedls. His poetry is not extraordinary,

and (hews more of religious zeal, than of either genius or art.

He often ufes harfh exprellions, not reconcileable to pure La-

[o] Equivalent to io,oool. fterling, a his cwn pieces. Pliny,

fum large enough to be incredible, were we [p] Bayle's Dift. in voce.—Du Pin,

not told that Apelles had twice as much for Cave, Tillemont, &c.

tinity
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tlnity: and he is even guilty of falfe quantity. His poetical

works, to which he chiefly gave Greek titles, are, " Pfychoma-
chia, or The Combat of the Soul ;" ** Cathcmerinon, or Poems
concerning each Day's Duty ;" " Uspi '^i^xvuv, or Hymns in

Praife of Martyrs ;" *' Apoiheofis, or Treatifes upon Divine
Subjedls, againlt Jews, Infidels, and Heretics;" ** Hamarti-
gena, or concerning Original Sin, againft Marcion \" '* Two
Books againft Symmachus;" '* Diptichon, or Some Hiftories of
the Old and New Teltament in Diftichs." The two books
againlt Symmachus oppofe idolatry. In the firfl is fhewn the

original and bafenefs of falfe deities, with an account of the

converfion of the city of Rome: in the fecond, the petition,

which Symmachus prefented to the emperors, to obtain the re-

eftablidiment of the Altar of Vidtory, and other ceremonies of
the Pagan religion is anfwered. Thefe books were written

before the vi(5tory gained over Radagaifus in 405, and after that

which Stiiicho won over Alaric near Pollentia in 402 : for he
mentions the latter, and fays nothing of the former, though his

fubjedt required it.

The time of Prudentius's death is not mentioned. His works
were publifhed by Aldus at Venice in 1502, 4to, and that edition

has been followed by many others. A Variorum edition was
publillied by Weitzius, at Hanau, in 1613; another, with the
notes and correcSlions of Nicholas Heinfnis, at Amfterdam, in

l66y, i2mo, neatly printed by Daniel Elzevir; and laflly, an-
other ** In ufum Delphini," by father Chamillard, at Paris,

1687, 4tn.

PRYNNE (William), an eminent Englifh lawyer, who
was much diftinguiflied in the civil commotions under Charles I.

was born in 1600, at Swanfwick in Somerfetfliire [oj, and
educated at a grammar-fchool in the city of Bath. He became
a commoner of Oriel-college, Oxford, in 1616; and, after

taking a bachelor of arts degree in 1620, removed to Lincohi's-

Inn, where he ftudied the law, and was made fucceflively bar-

rifter, bencher, and reader. At his firil: coming to that inn, he
was a great admirer and follower of Dr. John Prefton, an emi-
nent Puritan, who was lefturer there ; and he publifhed feveral

books againft what he thought the enormities of the age, and
concerning the doftrine and difcipline of the church. His
" Hiftriomaftix," which came out in 1632, giving great offence

to the court, he was committed prifoner to the Tower of Lon-
don ; and, in 1633, fentenced by the Star-chamber, to be fined

5000I. to the king, expelled the univerfity of Oxford and Lin-
coln's-Inn, degraded and difenabled from his profeflion of the

law, to ftand in the pillory and lofe his ears, to have his book

[q.] Hence Butler calls him, ** tb' Utttr Berrlfitr oi SvmiWic\g.."

Hudib. Vj., ii. 7t«

Vol. XII. Dd publicly
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fHiblicly burnt before his face, and to remain prifoner during
life. Prynne was certainly here treated with very unjuft feverity

;

for Whitelocke obferves, that the book was licenfed by arch-

bifliop Abbot's chaplain [r]: but " being againil plays, and a

reference in the table of this book to this effed, PFomen-afiors

notorious IVhores^ relating to fome women-actors mentioned in

his book, as he affirmeth, it happened, that about fix weeks
after this the queen aded a part in a paftoral at Somerfet-houfe

;

and then archbiihop Laud and other prelates, whom Prynne had
angered by fume books of his againif Arminianifm, and againil

the jurifdidion of bilhops, and by fome prohibitions which he

had moved, and got to the high-commiffion-court ; thefe pre-

lates, and their inflrumcnts, the next day after the queen had

afted her pafioral, fliewed Prynne's book againft plays to the

king, and that place in it, JVo7nen-a5iors notorious U'l)ores: and
they informed the king and queen, that Piynne had purpofely

written this book againit the queen and her pailoral ; whereas it

was publilhed fix weeks before that pafloral was adled."

After the fentence upon Prynne was executed, as it was rigo-

roufly enough in May, 1634, he was remitted to prifon [s]. In

1635, 1636, and 163-7, he publifhed feveral books: particularly

one entitled, " News from Ipfwich," in which he reflefted

grof^ly on the archbHhop and other prelates. For this he was
fentenced in the Star-chamber, in June, 1637, to be fined 5000I.

to the king, to lofe the remainder of his ears in the pillory, to

be branded on both cheeks with the letters S. L. for Schifmatical

Libeller, and to be perpetually imprifoncd in Caernarvon-calHe.

This fentence was executed in July; but, in January following,

he was removed to Mount Orgueil callle in the lile of Jerfey,

where he exercifcd liis pen in writing feveial books. Nov.

[r] Memorials of the Engliih Affairs, months before, for fome paff.iges in a booke

p. 18, 173a, folio. hee wrote agaiiift ftages plaies, called

[s] The following particulars are ex- • Kiftrio-malVix,' as if he had in them let

trafted from the Journal of fir Simoiids flippe fome wordes tending to the queenc'i

,

D'Ewes. "May 8, 1634, I departed from diihonour, becaufe he fpoke agaiiill the

Stowhall towards London j and the next unlawfulnefs of men wearing worr.en's

day in the afternoon came fafe thither. As apparel, and women men's. Nutwith-
foon as I lighted 1 htard a pirticujarnewcs, /landing thia cenfure, which m:il men
which much enfaddcd my heart, touching were affrighted at, to fee that neither his

William Frinne, efquire, that had been academical nor banifter's gowne could free

an utter barrifter of Lincolnes Inne, and a him from the infamous loife of his earsi,

graduate in the ur.iverfitie of Oxforde, who y-t all good men generaliie conceived it

had loft one eare alreadie in the pillorie, or would huve been remitted ; and manie re-

a parte of it, and was to lofe a parteof the ported it was, till the fadd and fatall exe-

bther to-morrow. He was a moft learned, cution of it this Midfummer terme. I

religious gentleman, had written manie went to vift: him a while afcer in the Flett,

acute, folid, and elaborate treatifes, not and to comfoite him; and found in him
only againft the blafphemous Anabaptifts, the rare cfFefts of an upright heart and a

in the defence of God's grace and provi- good confcience, by his ferenitie of fpirit

dcnce, but againf^ the vices of the clergie and cheircfull pritience." Bi'olioth. To-
and the abufes cf the times. He h»d been pog. Brit. No. XV. p. 55.
cenfurcd in the Starre-Chamber a few

1640,
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1640, an order was ifTued by the Houfe of Commons for his

releafemeru from prifon ; and the fame month he entered with

great triumph into London. He was foon after eledled a mem-
ber of parliament for Newport in Cornwall, and oppofcd the

bilhops, efpecially the archbilhop, with great vigour, both by
his fpeeches and writings; and was the chief manager of that

prelate's trial. In 1647, he was one of the parliamentary vifitdrs

of the univerfity of Oxford. During his fitting in the long
parliament, he was very zealous for the Prefbyterian caufe ; and
when the Independents began to gain the afcendant, flicwed him-
f If a warm oppofer of them, and prom.oted the king's intereft.

He made a long fpeech in the Houfe ot Commons, concenung
the fatisfailorinefs of the king'sanfvs ers to the propofitions of
peace ; but, two days after, was refufed entrance intxj the houfe

by the army. Upon this he became a bitter enemy to the army
and their leader Cromwell, and attacked them with great feverity

in his writings. Defying Cromvvcll in a very open manner, he
was, July I, 1650, committed clofe prifoner ta Dunfter caflle in

Somer'etlhire. He then infilled ftrongly upon Magna Charta,

and the liberty of the fubjeft; which, though of little weight
with Cromwell, feems to have fet him free. He afterwards

wrote abundance of books upon religious controverfies and other

points.

In 1659, he, as a fecluded member of the Houfe of Com-
mons, being reftored to lit again, became inflrumental in re-

calling Charles II. in which he (hewed fuch zeal, that genaral

Monk admonilhed him to be quiet, it being then unfeafonable.

In 1660, he was ch()fen for Bath, to fit in the healing parlia-

ment ; and, aficr the Reftoration, made chief keeper of his

mnjelty's records in the Tower, with a falary of $oo\. per annum.

He was again eleded for Bath in 1661 ; and, July that year,

being difcontented at fome proceeding in the houfe, he publifhed

a p-:,ner, entitled, ** Sundry Reafons tendered to the molt ho-

nourable Houfe of Peers by fome Citizens and Members of

London, and other Cities, Boroughs, Corporations, and Ports,

againft the new-intended Bill for governing atid reforming Cor-
porations:" of which being difcovered to be the author, he was
obliged to beg pardon of the houfe, in order to efcape punifh-

mcnt. After the Reftoration, he publiflied feveral books. He
gav6 his works, Dound up together, in forty volumes, folio and

quarto, to the library of Lincoln's-Inn : fothat a certain writer

Was not far from the mark, when he called him " one of the

greateft paper-worms, that ever crept into a qlofet or library

[u]." Mr. Anthony Collins ftyles him, " a little, fadious,

£u] Mercurius Politicus, No. 7, by Marchamsnt Needbam. Letter to Dr. Rogers.

JP d :i fcribbling
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fcrlbbling fellow." He died at his chambers in LincolnVInn,
0<3:. 24, 1669, and was interred under the chapel there.

The earl of Clarendon calls him learned in the law, as far

as mere reading of books could make him learned. His works
are all in Englifli ; and, *' by the generality of fcholars," fays

Wood, " are looked upon to be rather rhapfodical and confufed,

than any way polite or concife : yet for antiquaries, critics, and
fometimes for divines, they are ufeful. In moft of them he
fhews great indiiftry, but little judgement, efpeciolly in his large

folios againfl: the pope's ufurpations. He may be well inti-

tuled * voluminous Prynne,' as Toftatus Abulenfis was two
hundred years before his time, called ' voluminous Tortatus

;'

for I verily believe, that, if rightly computed, he wrote a iheet

for every day of his life, reckoning from the time when he

came to the ufe of reafon and the Hate of man."
His greateft work goes under the title of " Records," in

3 vols, folio; another is called " Parliamentary Writs," in four

parts, 4to, He likewife publifhed *' Sir Robert Cotton's

Abridgement of the Tower Records, with Amendments and
Additions," folio; and, *' Obfervations on the Fourth Part of

Coke's Inftitutes," folio.

PSALMANAZAR (George), the afTumed name of a very

extraordinary perfon, was undoubtedly a Frenchman born [xj

:

he had his education partly in a free-fchool, taught by two Fran-
cifcan monks, and afterwards in a college of Jefuits in an
archicpifcopal city; the name of which, as alfo of his birth-

place and of his parents, remain yet inviolable fecrets. Upon
leaving the college, he was recommended as a tutor to a young
gentleman ; but foon fell into a mean rambling kind of life,

that led him into many difappointments and misfortunes. The
firft pretence he took up with was that of being a fufferer for

religion; and he procured a certificate that he was of Irifh

extradtion, had left the country for the fake of the Roman
Catholic religion, and was going on a pilgrimage to Rome.
Not being in a condition to purchafe a pilgrims garb, he had

obferved, in a chapel dedicated to a miraculous faint, that fuch

a one had been fet up as a monument of gratitude to fome
wandering pilgrim ; and he contrived to take both ftaff and
cloak away at noon-day. ** Being thus accoutred," fays he,
** and furnifhed with a pafs, I began, at all proper places, to

beg my way in a fluent Latin ; accofting only clergymen, or

perfons of figure, by whom I could be imderftood: and found
them moftly fo generous and credulous, that I might eafily

have faved money, arid put myfelf into a much better drefs,

before I had gone through a fcore or two of miles. But fo

[xJ Memoirs of his Life, by himfelf.

powerful
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powerful was my vanity and extravagance, that as foon as T had
got, what I thought, a fufficient viaticum, 1 begged no more j

but viewed every thing worth feeing, and then retired to fome
inn, where I fpent my money as freely as I had obtained it."

At the age of fixteen, when he was in Germany, he fell

upon the wild project of palling for a Formofan. He recol-

ledled, that he had heard the Jefuits fpeak much of China
and Japan ; and was ralh enough to think, that, what he
wanted of a right knowledge, he might make up by the

ftrength of a pregnant invention, which here, it muil be con-
tefTed, found ample fcope for employment. He fet himfelf to

form a new chara6ter and language, a grammar, a divifion of
the year into twenty months, a new religion, and whatever elfe

was necelfary to fupport the deceit. His alphabet was written

from right to left like the Oriental tongues ; and he foon inured

his hand to write it with great leadinefs. He now thought

himfelf fufficiently prepared to pafs for a Japanefe, convened
to Chriftianity : he altered his Avig, ;or certiticate as artfully as

he could, reaffumed his old pilgrim's habit, and began his tour,

though with a heavy heart, to the Low Countries. Under the

notion of a Japanefe converted by fome Jefuit millionaries, and
brought to Avignon to be inftru<Sled by them, as vs^ell as to

avoid the dreadful punifhments infli6led on converts by the

emperor of Japan, he travelled fcveral hundred leagues ; with
an appearance, however, i^o difmal and fnabby, as to exceed
even the very common beggars.

At Liege he inlifted into the Dutch fervice, and was carried

by his officer to Aix-la-Chapelle. He afterwards entered into

the elector of Cologne's fervice; but being ftill ainbitious as

ever to pafs for a Japanefe, he now chofe to profefs himfelf an
unconverted or Heathenifli one, rather than, what he had hi-

therto pretended to be, a convert to Chriftianity: The laft

garrifon he came to was Slr.ys, where brigadier Lauder, a

Scotch colonel, introduced him to the chaplain, with whom he
was permitted to have a conference ; and this, at length,

ended in the chaplain's fervent zeal to make a convert oi him,
by way of recommending himfelf, as it afterwards turned out,

to Compton bifhop of London, whofe piety could not fail of
rewarding fo worthy an ad-^ion. By this lime Pfalmanazar,
growing tired of the foldier's life, liftened to the chaplaiii's

propofal of taking him over to England ; and he was, accord-

ingly, with great hafte, baptized. A letter of invitation from
the bifhop of London arriving, they fet out for Rotterdam,
Pfalmanazar was, in general much carelfed there ; but fome
there were, who put fuch Ihrewd queftions to him, as carried

the air of not giving all that credit which he could have wifhed
This threw him upon a whimfical expedient, by way of re-

P d 3 moving
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pnoving all obflacles, viz. that of living upon raw flefli, roots,

and herbs : and he foon habituated himfelf, he tells us, to this

new and ftrange food, without receiving the lead: injury to

his health ; taking care to add a good deal of pepper and fpices

by way of concocSlion.

At his arrival in London he was introduced to the good
bifhop, was received with great humanity, and foon found
a large circle of friends among the well-difpofed, both of clergy
and laity. " But," fays he, " I had a much greater number
of oppofers to combat with ; who, though they judged rightly

of me in the main, were far from being candid in their account
ot the difcovery they pretended to make to my difadvantage

;

particularly the doftors Halley, Mead, and Woodward. The
too vifible eagernefs of thefe gentlemen to expofe me at any
rate for a cheat, ferved only to make others think the better of
me, and even to look upon me as a kind of confelfor; efpe-

cially, as thofe gentlemen were thought to be no great admirers
of Revelation, to which my patrons thought I had given i'o

ample a teftimony." Before he had been three months in

London, he was cried up for a prodigy. He was prefently

fent to tranflate the church catechifm into the Formofan lan-

guage ; ir was received by the bifhop of London with candour,
the author rewarded with generofity, and his catechifm laid up
amongll the moft curious manufcripts. It was examined by the

learned ; they found it regular and grammatical ; and gave
it as their opinion, that it was a real language and no counter-

feit. After fuch fuccefs, he was foon prevailed upon to write

the well-knov/n *' Hillory of Formofa," which foon after ap-

peared. The firit edition had not been long publifhed, before

a fecond was called for. Meanwhile, he was ftnt by the good
bifhop to Oxford, to purfue fuch ftudles as fuited his incli-

nation moft ; whilft his oppofers and advocates in London were
difputing about the merits and demerits of his book.

The learned at Oxford were not lefs divided in their opi-

nions. A convenient apartment was, however, affigned him in

one of the colleges, he had all the advantages of learning which
the univerfity could afford him, and a learned tutor to aflift

him. Upon his return to London, he continued, for about ten

years, to indulge a courfe of idlenefs and extravagance. Some
abfurdities, however, obferved in his '* Hiilory of Formofa,"
in the end effe£lually difcredited the v/hole relation; and faved

him the trouble, and his friends the mortification, of an open
confeiTion of his guilt. He feemed, through a long courfe of
life, to abhor the impofture, yet contented himfelf with owning
it to his moft intimate friends. His learning and ingenuity,

during the remainder of his life, did not fail to procure him
a comfortable fubfiftence from his pen : he w^as concerned in

compiling
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compiling and writing works of credit, particularly the " Uui-

verfal Hiitory," and lived exemplarily for many years. His

death happened in 1763.
In his iaft will and teltament, dated Jan. i, 1762, he declares,

that he had long iince dilclaimed, even publicly, all but the

Ihame and guilt of his vile impofition, and orders his body to be

buried, wherever he happens to ditf, in the day-time, and in the

loweft and cheapeft manner. " It is my earnefl requeft," fays

he, ** that my body be not inclofed in any kind of coffin, but

only decently laid in what is commonly called a (hell, of the

loweft value, and without lid or other covering, which may
hinder the natural earth from covering it all around.

PSELLUS (Michael Constantinus), a Greek philofo-

pher, phyfician, mathematical writer, critic and commentator

of the writings of the claflic ages ; flourifhed about the year

1 105. He is, for his various and extcnfive learning, ranked

among the firi't fcholiafts of his time. He commented and ex-

plained no lefs than twenty-four plays of Menandcr, which, though

now lolt, were extant in his time. The emperor Conftantine

Ducas made him preceptor to his fon Michael who fuccceded to

the crown in 1071. His principal works are, '* I. De Opera-

tione Dasmonum," Greek and Latin, 8vo, Paris, 1623. 2.

** De Qiiatuor Mathematicis Scientiis," Baf. 8vo, 1556. 3.
<* De Lapidum Virtutibus," Tol. 8vo, 1615. 4. *< De Vidus
ratione," in two books. Bale, 1529, 8vo. 5. " Synopfis Le-
gum, verfibus Grascis edita," Paris, 1632. Leo AUatius has

written a treatife de Pfellis, 8vo, Rome, 1634, which contains

an account of all the authors of the name of Pfellus.

PTOLEMjEUS (Claudius) [y], a great geographer, ma-
thematician, and aftronomer of antiquity, was born at Pelufium

in Egypt, and flouriihed in the reigns of Adrian and Marcus
Antoninus. He tells us himfelf* in one place, that he made a

great number of obfervationsupon the fixed ftars at Alexandria,

in the fecond year of Antoninus Pius; and, in another, that he

obferved an eclipfe of the moon, in the ninth year of Adrian
;

whence it is reafonable to conclude, that this aftronomer's ob-

fervations upon the heavens were made between A. D. 125, and

A. D. 140. Hence appears the error of fome authors in fuppofing,

that this Claudius Ptolema^us vvasthe fame with the aftrologer Pto-

lemy, who conftantly attended Galba, promifed Otho that he

Ihould furvive Nero, and afterwards that he (hould obtain the

empire ; which is as improbable, as what Hidorus [z], an eccle-

liaifical writer of the feventh century, and fome moderns after

him have afferted ; namely, that this aftronomer was one of the

[y] Fabric. Biblioth. Graec. V. III.—Wcidleri Hift. Aftron, Wirtemb. 1741, 410.

Magna Conftruaio, Vil. 2. & IV. 9.

[z] yitit. in vit. Galbse**—Tacit. Hift. Lib, i. c. zz.

D d 4 kings
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kings of Egypt. "We know no circumftances of the life of

Ptolemy; but it is noted in his Canon, that Antoninus Pius

reigned three-and-twenty years, which fliews, that hirafelf fuii-

vived him.

Science is greatly indebted to this aftronomer ; who lias

preferved and tranfmitted to us the obfervations and principal

difcoveries of the ancients, and at the fame time augmented and

enriched them with his own. He corre6ted Hipparchus's cata-

logue of the fixed ftars ; and formed tables, by which the mo-
tions of the fun, moon, and planets, might be calculated and

regulated. He was indeed the firft who col!e6led the fcattered

and detached obfervations of the ancients, and digefted them into

a fyftem ; which he fet forth in his " MeyaXv) ayvraji;, five

Magna Conftru6lio," divided into thirteen books. He adopts

and exhibits here the ancient fyftem of the world, which placed

the earth in the centre of the univerfe ; and this has been called

from hiin the Ptolemaic fyftem, to diftinguiftied it from thofe of

Copernicus and Tycho Brahe. About 827, this work was
tranflated by the Arabians into their language, in which it was
called " Almageftum," by the command of one of their kings

;

and from Arabic into Latin, about 1230, under the encourage-

ment of the emperor Frederic II. There were other verfionS

from the Arabic into Latin ; and a manufcript of one, done by
Girardus Cretnonenfis, who flourilhed about the middle of the

fourteenth century, is faid by Fabricius to be ftill extant, and

in the library of AH Souls college at Oxford. The Greek text

began to be read in Europe in the fiftc enth century ; and was
firft publifhed by Simon Grynasus at Bafil, 1538, in folio, with

the eleven books of commentaries by Theon, v^ho flourilhed at

Alexandria in the reign of the elder Theodofius. In 1454, it

was reprinted at Bafil, with a Latin verfion by Georgius Tra-
pezuntiusj and again at the fame place in 1551, with the addi-

tion of other works of Ptolemy, to which are Latin verfions by
Camerarius. We learn from Kepler [a], that this laft edition

"was ufed by Tycho.
Another great and important work of Ptolemy was, " Geo-

graphios libri vii ;" in wliich, with hisufual fagacity, he fearches

out and marks, and he was the firft who did it, the fituation cf

places according to their longitudes and latitudes. Though this

•work muft of neceflity fall greatly fhort of perfedion, through
the want of necelfary obfervations, yet it is of fingular merit,

and has been very ufeful to modern geographers. Cellarius

indeed, who was a very competent judge, fufpefts that Ptolemy
did not ufe that care and application, which the nature of his

work rec[uired j and his reafon is, that the geographer delivers

£a] Tabulse Rudolphinie, P. II. p. 114,

himfelf
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hitnfelf with the fame fluency and certainty, concerning things

and places at the remoteft diftance, and of which it was impoffi-

ble he (hould know any thing, that he does concerning thofe

which lay the neareft to hi;n, and fell the moll under his cogni-

zance. Salmafius [b] had before made fome remarks to the

fame purpofe upon this work of Ptolemy, The Greek was firft

publiftied by itfelf at Bafil in 1533, 4^° » afterwards with a Latin

verfion and notes by general Mercator at Amfterdam, l6o^j
which laft edition was reprinted at the fame place, 1618, folio,

with elegant geographical tables, by Bertius.

Other works of Prolemy, though lefs confiderable than thefc

two, are dill extant; " Libri quatuor de judiciis aftrorum,"

upon the two firft books of which Cardan wrote a commentary.
*' Frudlus libronim fuorum ;" a kind of fupplement to the

former work. " Recenfio chonologica regiim ;'' this, with an-

other work of Ptolemy, " De hypothefibus planetarum," was
publifhed in 1620, 4to,' by Joannes Bainbrigius the Savilian pro-

felTbr of aftronomy at Oxford. Scaliger, Petavius, Dodwell,
and all the chronological men, have made great ult- of it. ** Ap-
parentias Stellaium Inerrantium ;" this was publiftied at Paris

by Petavius, with a Latin verfion, 1630, in folio; but from a
mutilated copy, whofe defefts have fince been fupplied from a
perfeil one, which fir Henry Savile had communicated to abp.

Ufher, by Fabricius, in the third volume of his ** Bibliotheca

Gra?ca." '* Elementoruin Harmonicorum libri tres;" publifhed

in Greek and Latin, with a commentary by Porphyry the phi-

lofopher, by Dr. Wallis at Oxford, 1682, in 4to; and after-

wards reprinted there, and inferted in the third volume of Wal-
lis's works, 1699, in folio, &c.

Mabillon exhibits, in his " German Travels," a figure of
Ptolemy looking at the ftars through an optical tube ; which
effigy, he fays, he found in a manul^ript of the thirteenth cen-
tury, made by Conradus a monk. Hence fome have fancied,

that the ufe of the telefcope was known to Conradus ; but this

is only matter of conjedlure, there being no fadls or teftimonies

to fupport fuch an opinion.

PUFFENDORF (Samuel de) [c], an eminent German
civilian an 1 hiftorian, was born in 1631 at Fleh, a little village

near Chemhitz, in Upper Saxony; of which village his father

Elias Puffendorf was minifter. He difcovered an early propen-

fity to letters, and at a proper age was fent to univerfities; where
he was iuf)ported by the generofuy of a Saxon nobleman, who
was pleafed with hiS promifing talents, his father's circumftances

not being equal to the expence. He went firft to Grim, and
afterwards to Leipfic ; where he made a furprifing progrefs ia

[b] In not. ad Solinum, p. 11S6 X^l Niceron, T. XVIII,

his
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hjs fludies. His father defigncd him for the miniftry, and

dire6led him to apply himfelf to divinity; but his inclination led

him another way. He turned his thoughts to the public law,

which, in Germany, condlts of the knowledge of the rights of

the empire over the ftates and princes of which it is compnfed,

and of thofe of the princes and Itates with refpeil to each other.

He confidered this itudy as a proper method of raifing himfelf in

lime to fome ports in the courts of Germany; for it is well

known, that the feveral princes who compofe the Germanic
body have no other minillers of Itate than men of learning,

whom they iiyle counfellors ; and whofe principal ftudy is the

public law of Germany. As thefe pofts are not venal, and no
other recommendation is neceifary to obtain them but real and

dillinguifhed merit, FutFendorf refolved to qualify himfelf for

the honours to which he afpired. After he had refided fome
time at Leipfic, he left that city, and went to Jena, where he

joined mathematics and the Cariefian philofophy to I'le itudy of

the law. He returned to Leipfic in 1658, with a view of feek-

inp an emj^loyment fit for him. One of his brothers, named
Ifaiah, who had been fome time in the fervice of the king of

Sweden, and was afterwards hi'S chancellor in the dutchies of

Bremen and Werden, then v?rote to him, and advifed him not

to fix in his own country, but after his example to feek his for-

tune elfewhere. Puffendorf refolved to take this advice ; and

accepted the place of governor to the fon of Mr. Coyet, a Swe-

difh noblenian, v/ho was then ambalfador for the king of Sweden
at the court of Denmark. For this piupofe he went to Copen-

hagen, but did not continue long at eafe there ; for, the war
being renewed fome time after between Denmark and Sweden,

he was feized with the whole family of the ambalfador, who a

few days before had taken a tour into Sweden.

During his confinement, which lafted eight months, as he

had no books, and was allowed to fee no perfon, he amufed

himfelf by mediiating upon what he had read in Grotius's trea-

tife *' Dc jure belli & pacis," and in the political writings
"^

Hobbes. He drew up a Ihort fyftem of what he thought beu

in them ; he turned and developed the fubje61; in his own way

;

he treated of points which had not been touched by thofe

authors ; and he added many new things to the whole. He
intended no more, than to divert himfelf in his folitude ; but two

years after, fhewing his work to a friend in Holland, w here he then

was ; he was advifed to review and publifh it. This he did at

the Hague in 1660, under the title of, " Elementorum Jurif-

prudentias Univerfdis libri duo ;" and it gave rife to his famous

work, " De jure naturce & gentium ;" of which we fliall fpeak

below. The ele6tor Palatine, Charles Louis, to whom he had

dedicated it, nut only wrote him immediately a letter of thanks,

but
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but invited him to the univerfity of Heidelberg, which he was
delirous of reftoring to its former luftre ; and founded theie, in

his favour, a profeirorfliip of the law of nature and nations

:

which was the firft of that kind in Germany, though many have

fnice been effabliflied in imitation of it. The eledor engaged
him alfo to allot fome portion of his time to the inftru6l:ion of

the eledoral prince, his fon. Puffendorf remained at Heidel-
berg till 1670, when Charles XI. king of Sweden, having
founded an univerfity at Lunden, fent for him to be profeffor

there : and thither, to the great concern of the eledlor Palatine,

he went the fame year, and was inftalled profeifor of the law of

nature and nations. His reputation greatly increafed after that

time, both by the fame and fuccefs of his lectures, and by the

many valuable works that he pUblifhed. Some years after, the

king ol Sweden fent for him to Stc ckholm, and made him his

hiltoriographer, and one of his counfellors. In 1688, the elcftor

of Brandenbcrg obtained the confent of the king of Sweden for

Puffendorf to go to Berlin, in order to write the hiftory of
the eltcfor William the Great ; and granted him the fame titles

of Hiftoriographer and Privy-counfellor, which he had in Swe-
den, with a confiderable penfion. Neverthelefs, the king of
Sweden continued to give him marks of his favour, and made
him a baron in 1694. But he did not long enjoy the title ; for

he died the fame year, of a mortification in one of his toes,

occafioned by cutting the nail.

Very numerous are the works of this learned and excellent

man : we have already mentioned his firft work; and his fecond

was, 2. " De Statu Germanici Imperii liber unus :" which he
publiflied in 1667, under the name of " Severini de Mozam-
bano," with a dtdication to his brother Ifaac Piiffejidorf, whom
he ftyles " Laslio Signor de Trezolani." Puffendorf fent it the

year before to his brother, then ambaflador from the court of

Sweden to that of France, in order to have it printed in that

kingdom. His brother offered it to a bookfeller, who gave

it Mczeray to perufe. Mezeray thought it worth printing, yet

rcfufed his approbation, on account of fome paifages oppofite to

tl',e interefts of France, and of others in which the priefts and
monks were feverely treated. Upon this, I fane Puffendorf fent

it to Geneva, and there it was printed in i2mo. It met ^^ith

great oppofition ; was condemned, prohibited, and feized in

many parts of Germany; and written againfl: immediately by
feveral learned civilians. It underwent many editions, and was
tranllated into many languages ; and, among the reft, into Eng-
lilh by Mr. Bohun, 1696, in i2mo. 3, " De Jure Natura; &
Gentiurn, 1672," 4to. This is Puffendorf's greateft w-ork ; and
it has met with an univerfal approbation. It is indeed a body

of tl;e law of nature, well digefted ; and, as fome think, pre-

ferable
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ferable to Grotius's book " De Jure belli & pacis," fince the

fame fubjedls are treated in a more extenfive manner, and with

greater order. It was tranilated into French by Barheyrac, who
wrote large notes and an introductory difcourfe, in 1706; and

into Englifh, with Barbeyrac's notes, by Dr, Bafil Ken net and

others, in 1708. The fourth and fifth edition of the Englifh

tranflation have Mr. Barbeyrac's introdu6lory difcourfe, -which

the former have not. In the mean time PufFendorf was obliged

to defend this work againff feveral cenfurers ; the mojt furious

of whom was Nicholas Bcckman, his colleague in the univerfity

of Lunden. This writer, in order to give the greater weight to

his objedfions, endeavoured to draw the divines into his party,

by bringing religion into the difpute, and accufingthe author of

heterodoxy. His deiign in this was, to exafperate the clergy

of Sweden againlf Puffendorf; but the fenators of that kingdom

prevented this, by enjoining his enemies filence, and fupprefling

Beckman's book by the king's authority. It was reprinted at

GieiTen ; and, being brought to Sweden, was burned in 1675
by the hands of the executioner: and Beckman, the author,

baniftied from the king's dominions for having difobeyed orders

in republifhing it. Beckman now gave his fury full fcope, and

not only wrote virulently and malicioufly againft Puffendorf, but

likewife challenged h.im to fight a duel : he wrote to him from

Copenhagen in that ftyle, and threatened to purfue him where-

evcr he fhould go, in cafe he did not meet him at the place

appointed. PufFendorf took no notice of the letter, but fent it

to the confiflory of the univerfity : yet thought it necelTary to

reply to the fatirical pieces of that writer, which he did in feveral

publications.

Other works of PufFendorf ^re, 4. " De officio hominis &
civis juxta legem naturalem, 1673," 8vo. This is a very clear

and methodical abridgement of his great work " De jure naturae

& gentium." 5. " Introduction to the Hiflory of Europe,

1682. With a Continuation, 1686; and an Addition, 1699,"

in German : afterwards tranilated into Latin, French, and

Englilh. 5. ** Commentariorum de rebus Succicis libri xxvi.

ab expeditione Guftavi Adolphi Regis in Germaniam, ad abdi-

cationem ufque Chriftinae, 1686," folio. Puffendorf, having

read the public papers in the archives of Sweden, with a deiign

of writing the hiffory of Charles Guftavus, according to orders

received from Charles IX. thought proper to begin with that of

Guftavus Adolphus, and to continue it down to the abdication of

queen Chriitina : and this he has executed in the prefent work,

which is very curious and exadt. 6. *' De habitu Religionis

Chriltianas ad vitam civilem, 1687," 4to. In this work an

attempt is made to fettle the jufi bounds between the ecclefiaftical

and civil powers. 7. " Jus Fecialc Divinum, five de confenfu

& dtf-
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& diflenfii Proteftantium : Exercitatio Poflhuma, 1695," 8vo.

The author here propofes a fcheme for the re-union of leli-

gions; and it appears from the zeal with which he recommended
llie piinting of it before his death, that this was his favourite

work. 8. " De rebus geifis Frederici Wilehni Magni, Elec-

toris Brandenburgici Commentarii, 1695," in two vols, folio;

extracted from the archives of the Houfe of Brandenburg.

9. ** De rebus a Cdrolo Guftavo Suecias Rege geftis Commen-
tarii, 1696," in two vols, folio.

We omit many works of a fmaller kind ; which, being chiefly

polemical, and nothing more than defences againfl: envy and
perfonal abufe, deferve little regard.

PUGET (Peter), one of the greatefl: painters that France
ever produced, was b rn at Maifeilles in 1623. We have no
account of l;is education in tliis art ; but in his manner he
refenibled Michael Angelo, without imbibing his faults, being

both more delicaie and more natural than that great mafter : like

whom too, Puget united the talents of painting, fculpture, and
architedure. Not contented with animating the marble, and
rendering it in appearance flexible as flefh itfelf, when he was
called upon to exert his fkill, he raifcd and adorned palaces, in

a manner that proved him a judici us architedf ; and, when he
committed the charming produdions of his imagination to can-
vas [d], he painted fuch piftures as the delighted beholder was
never tired with viewing. He died in the place of his birth,

1695.
1 here are two prints engraved from his paintings in the cabinet

of Aix, whence this account was taken.

PULCI (LuiGi), one of the moll famous Italian poets, was
born at Florence, December 3, 1431 [e]. He was of a noble
family, and was the moll poetical of three brothers who all alTi-

duoully courted the Mufes. His two elder brothers, Bernardo
and Luca, appeared as poets earlier than himfelf. The firft

production of the family Is probably the Elegy of Bernardo
addieiTcd to Lorenzo de' Medici, on the death of his grandfather

Cofmo. He alfo wrote an elegy on the untimely death of the
beautiful Simonetta, millrefs of Giuliano de' Medici [f1, the

brother of Lorenzo, which was publilhed at Florence in 1494,
though written much earlier. He produced the firft Italian

tranllation of the Eclogues of Virgil, which appears to have been
fipilhed about 1470 ; and was publilhed in 1481 : and a poem on
the Paifion of Chrift. Luca wrote a celebrated poem on a

[d] Account of modern painters, &c. Neapolitan editor of his works, plates it

Lond. 1754, 8vo. in 1432.
[e] 1 his is the date according to [f] See Rofcoe, vol. i. p. 10-5 109,

Rofcoe in his Lite of Lorenzo de' Medici, &c. :>he was celebrated alfo Dy t giirian.

voL i. p. 247. The Did, Hift- iiom the

tourna-*
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tournament held at Florence in which Lorenzo was viflor, in

1468, entitled, " Gioftra di Lorenzo de' Medici ;" as Politian

celebrated the fiiccefs of Gi'.iliano, in his *' GioRra di Giuliano

de' Medici." It is confeffed, however, that the poem of Luca
Pulci derives its merit rather from the minute information it

gives refpe£ting the exhibition, than from its poetical excellence.

He produced alfo ** II Ciriffo Calvaneo," an epic romance, pro-

bably the firft that appeared in Italy, being certainly prior to the

Morganteof his brother, and the Orlando Innamoratoof Bojardo:

and the " Driadeo d'Amore," a paftoral romance in ottava rima.

There are alfo eighteen heroic epiitles by him, in terza rima,

the firft from Lucretia Donati to Lorenzo de Medici, the reft

en Greek and Roman fubjefts. 1 hefe were printed in 1481,
and do credit to their author.

Luigi appears, from many circumftances, to have lived on
term;; of the utmoft friendfhip with Lorenzo de Medici, who,
in hi:i poem entitled La Caccla col Falcone, mentions him with

great freedom and jocularity. His principal work is the " Mor-
gante maggiore," an epic romance. Whether this or the

Orlando Innaniorato of Bojardo was firft written has been a

fubjeft of doubt. Certain it is that the Morgante had the prio-

rity in publication, having been printed at Venice in 1488, after

a Florentine edition of uncertain date, whereas Bojardo's poem
did not appear till 1496, and, from fome of the concluding lines,

appears not to have been finifhed in 1494. The Morgante may
therefore be juftly, as it is generally, regarded, as the prototype

of the Orlando Furiofo of Ariofto. It has been faid without

foundation that Ficinus and Politian had a fhare in this compofi-

tion. It was firil written at the particular requeft of Lucretia,

mother of Lorenzo de Medici, but it was not finiihed till after

her death, which happened in 1482. It is faid by Crefcimbeni

that Pulci was accultomed to recite this poem at the table of

Lorenzo, in the manner of the ancient rhapfodifts. This fin-

gjjlar offspring oi' the wayward genius of Pulci has been as

immoderately commended by its admirers, as it has been unrea-

fonably condemned and degraded by its opponents : and while

fome have not fcrupled to prefer it to the produ6tions of Ariofto

and Talfo, others have decried it as vulgar, abfurd, and pro-

fane. From the folemnity and devotion with which every canto

is introduced, fome have judged that the author meant to give a

ferious narrative, but the improbability of the relation, and the

burlcfque nature of the incidents deftroy all ideas of this kind.

?/!. dc la Monnoye fays that the author, whom he conceives to

have been ignorant of rules, has confounded the comic and

ferious ftyles, and made the giant, his hero, die a burlefque death,

by the bite of a fea-crab in his heel, in the twentieth book, fo

that in the eight which remain heTs not mentioned. The
I native
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native fimpliclty of the narration, he adds, covers all fautts : and
the lovers of the Florentine diaicft ftili read it with delight,

cfpecially when they can procure the edition of Venice in 1546
or 1550, with the explanations of his nephew John Ptilci.

Thefe, however, are no more than a gloffary of a few words
fubjoined to each canto. There are alfo fonnets by Luigi Piilci,

publiflicd with thofe of Matteo Franco, in which the two au-
thors fatirize each other without mercy or delicacy

; yet it is

fuppoled that they were very good irie:ids, and only took thefe

liberties with each other for tlie fake of amufing the piiblic-

They were publiihed about the fifteenth century, and entitled
*' Sonetti di Mi fere Mattheo Franco et di Luigi Pulci jocofi et

facet], cioe da ridere." No other poem of this author is men-
tioned by Mr. Rofcoe, who has given the belt account of him,
except [g] " La Beca di Dicomano," written in imitation and
emulation of " La Nencio da Barberino," by Lorenzo de Me-
dici, and publifhed with it. It is a poem in the ruitic ftyle and
language, but ihftead of the more chaftized and delicate humour
of Lorenzo, the poem of Pulci, fays Mr. Rofcoe, partakes of
the chara61er of his Morgante, and wanders into the burlefque

and extravagant. It has been fuppofed that this poet died about

1487, but it was probably fomething later. The exacl time is

not known.
PULMANNUS (Theodore), properly Pcelman, a Dutch

commentator on the dallies, was born at Cranenbourg in the

Dutchy of Cleves, about the year 15 10. He was bred a fuller,

but by diligent application became an able fcholar, critic, and
grammarian. He principally applied himfelf to the correction

of the Latin poets from ancient manufcripts, and fuperintended

fome good editions of them at the prefs of Plantin. He pub-
lifhed in the year 1551 Arator's HiRory of the Acts of the Apof-
tle's in Latin Hexameters, with his own corrections of the text.

Virgil, Lucan, Juvenal, Horace, Aufonius, Claudian, Terence,
Suetonius, and Efop's Fable, were alfo edited by him, and alfo

the works of St. Paulinas. He is fuppofed to have died about

1580, at Salamanca, but the caufe which Jed him fo far from
home we cannot allign.

PULTENEY (William), cfq; [h] afterwards earl of Bath,

defcended from one of the rnoit ancient families iii the kingdom,
was born in 1682. Being born to a plentiful fortune, he earlv

had a feat in the houfe of commotjs ; and began to diftinguifh

himfelf by being a warm partizan againft the miniftry in the

reign of queen Anne. He had fagacity to deleft their errors,

and fpiriied eloquence fulficient to expofe them. Thcfe fervices

were well rewarded by George I. who, upon coming to the

fc] Life of Lorenzo, vol. i. p. 297. [h] Annual Regiflcr, 1765.

tiirone.
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throne, faifed him to the place of fecretary at war, 1714. Not
long after, he was raifed to be cofferer to his majeily's houfhold

;

but the intimacy between this gentleman and fir Robert Walpole,
who then a6led as prime minilter, was foon interrupted, by its

being fufpe(5ted that fir Robert was defirous of extending the

limits of prerogative, and promoting the inte'efl: of Hanover, at

the expence of his country. Accordingly, in 1725, the king,

by the advice of this minifter, defirous that a fum of money
fhould be voted him by the commons, in order to difcharge the

debts of the civil lift, Pultney moved, that an account fliould be

laid before the houfe, of all money paid for fecret fervices,

during the laft twenty-five years to the then prefent time. This
caufed an irreconcileable breach between the two minifters,

which in two years after broke out into open inve£live. Upon
the houfe of commons deliberating upon the loan of the bank>

which fir Robert warmly efpoufed, Pulteney obferved, that fhift-

ing the funds was but perpetuating taxes, and putting off the

evil day; and fome warm altercation pafled between him and

the prime minifter : fir Robert, however, carried it in the houfe

for this time.

Nor did Pulteney confine his difpleafure at the minifter to his

perfon only, but extended it to all his meafures ; fo that fome have

been of opinion, that he often oppofed fir Robert, when the mea-
fures he purfned v^ere beneficial to the public. This courfe of

fteady oppofition at laft. became fo obnoxious: to the crown, that

the king, July i, 1731, called for the council-book, and with his

own hand ftruck the name of Williain Pulteney, efq; out of the

lift of privy-counfellors : his majefty further ordered him to be

put out of all commifiions for the peace : the feveral lords lieu-

tenants, from whom he had received deputations, were com-
manded to revoke him : and the lord chancellor and fecretaries

of ftate were direded to give the necelfary orders for that pur-

pofe. A proceeding fo violent only ferved to inflame his refent-

ment, and increafe his popularity. It was fome time after this,

that he made that celebrated fpeech, in which he compared the

miniftry to an empiric, and the conftitution of England to his

patient. " This pretender in phyfic," faid he, ** being con-

lulted, tells the diftempered perfon, there were but two or three

ways of treating his difeafe, and he was afraid that none of them
would fucceed. A vomit might throw him into convulfions,

that would occafion immediate death : a purge might bring on
a diarrhoea, that would carry him off irt a fhort time : and he

had been already bled fo much, and fo often, that he could bear

it no longer. The unfortunate patient fl^jocked at this declara-

tion, replies, Sir, you have always pretended to be a regular

do6lor, but I now find you are an errant quack : I had an excel-

lent conftitution when I firft fell into your hands, but you have

quite
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t]nite deftroycd it : and now I find I have no other chance for

fa\'ing n,y life, but by calling for the help of fome regular phy-
fician."

In this manner he continued inflexibly fevere, attacking the

ineafurts of die minifter with a degree of eloquence and- farcafm

that woifted every antagonift ; and fir Robert was often heard to

fay, that he dreaded his tongue more than another man's fword.

In 1738, when oppofition ran fo high that feveral members
openly left the houie, as finding that party and not reafon carried

it in every moti )n, Pulteney 1 1 ought proper to vindicate the

extraordinary ftcp which tiiey had taken ; and, when a motion
was made for removing fir R(^bert Walpole, he warmly fup-

ported it. What a fingle feffion could not effecl, was at length

brought about by time; and, in 1741, when fir Robert found
his place of prime minilter no longer tenable, he wifely refigned

all his employments, and was created earl of Orford, His
oppofers alfo were affured of being provided for ; and among
other promotions, Pulteney himfelf was fworn of the privy

council, and foon afterwards created earl of Bath. He had long
lived in the very focus of popularity, and was refpedled as the chief

bul\\ark againil the encroachments of the crown: but, from the

moment he accepted a title, all his favour with the people was
at an end, and the reft of his life was fpent in contemning that

applaufe which he no longer could fecure. Dying without ifiue,

June 8, 1764, his title became extinft; and, his only* fon having
died fome time before in Portugal, the paternal cftate devolved
to his brother, lieutenant-general Pulteney. Befides the great

part he bore in *' The Craftfman," he was the author of many
political pamphlets; in the drawing up and compofing of which
no man of his time was fuppofed to exceed him.
PURCELL (Henry), an eminent mufician, was fon of

Htnry Purcell, and nephew of Thomas Purcell, both gentlemen
of the Royal Chapel at the reftoration of Charles H. and born
in 1658 [i]. Who his firft initrudors were, is not clearly af-

certained, as he was only fix years old when his father died ;

but the infcription on Blow's monument, in which Blow is called

his mafter, gives at leaft room to fuppofe, that Purcell, upon
quitting the chapel, might, for the purpofe of completing hi?

Itudies, become the pupil of Blow. However this be, Purcell

fhone early in the fcience of mufical compofition; and was able

to write correii harmony at an age when to perform choral fer-

vice is all that can be expelled. In 1676, he was appointed
organift of Weftminfter, though then but eighteen ; and, in

1682, became one of the organifts of the chapel Roval.

[i] Hawkin5's Hift. of Mufic, iv, 493.
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In 1683, he pubTifhed twelve fonatas for two violins, and a

"bafs for the organ and harpfichord ; in the preface to which he

tells us, that *< he has faithfully endeavoured a juft imitation of

the moft famed Italian mafters, principally to bring the feriouf-

nefs ancj gravity of that fort of mufic into vogue and reputation

among our countrymen, whofe humour it is time now fhould

begin to loath the levity and balladry of our neighbours." From
the ftruclure of thefe compofitions of Purcell, it is not impro-

bable that the fonatas of BalTani, and perhaps other Italians,

were the m.odels after which he formed them ; for as to Corelli,

it is not clear that any thing of his had been feen fo early as

1683. Before the work is a very fine print of the author, his

age twenty-four, without the name of either painter or en-

graver, but fo little like that prefixed to the ** Orpheus
JBritannicus," after a painting of Clofterman, at thirty-

feven, that they hardly fcem to be reprefentati^ns of the fame
perfon.

As Purcell had received his education in the fchool of a choir,

the natural^ bent of his Itudies was towards church-mufic. Ser-

vices, how'ever, he feemed to negleft, and to addi6l himfelf to the

compofition of Anthems. An anthem of his, " Blefied are they

that fear the Lord," was compofed on a very extraordinary

occafion. Upon the pregnancy of Janies the Second's queen,

fuppofed or real, in 1687, proclamation was iifued for a thankf-

giving; and Purcell, being one of the organifts of the Chapel
Royal, was commanded to compofe the anthem. The anthem,
** They that go down to the fea in fhips," was likewife owing
to a fingular accident. It was compofed at the requeft of Mr.
Goflling, fubdean of St. Paul's, who, being often in mufical

parties with the king and the duke of York, was with them at

fea when they were in great danger of being caft away, but

providentially efcaped.

Among the " Letters of Tom Brown from the Dead to the

Living," is one from Dr. Blow to Henry Purcell, in which it

is humorouily obferved, th it perfons of their profeflion are fub-

je6l to an equal attradlion from the church and the play-houfe;

and are therefore in a fituation refcmbling that of Mahomet's
tomb, which is faid to be fufpended between heaven and earth.

^ his remark fo truly applies to Purcell, that it is more than pro-

bable that his particular filuation gave occafion to it: for he was
fcarcely known to the world, before he became, in the exercifc

of his calling, fo equally divided between both, the church and
the theatre, that neither could properly call him her o\vn. In
a pamphlet, entitled, " Rofcius Anglicanus, or an Hiltorical

View of the Stage," written by Dovvnes the prompter, and
pnbliihcd in 1708, we have an account of feveral plays and

, 3 enler-
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entertainments, the mufic of which is by that writer faid to

have been compofed by Purcell.

In 1691, the opera of '* Diodefian," was publifhed by Pur-

cell, wit'i a dedication to Charles duke of Somerfet, in which
he obfervc.-, tliat " mnfic is yet but in its nonage, a forward

child, which gives hopes of what he may be hereafter in Eng-
l:\nd, when the mafters of it fhall find more encouragement

;

and that it is now learning Italian, which is its beft mafler,

and ftudying a little of the French air, to give it fomewhat
more of gaiety and falhion." They, who would fee a fuller

account of Purcell and his works, may have recourfe to fir

John Hawkins's Hiflory of Miific, referred to above. He
died the 21ft of November, 1695, of a confumption or lin-

gering diftcmper, as it ihould feem. , for his will, dated the ift,

recites, that he was then ** very ill in conftitution, but of*

found mind:" and his premature death, at the early age of
thirty-feven, was a fevere afflidion to the lovers of his art.

His friends, in conjunction with his widow, for whom and his

children he had not been able to make anygreat provifion,

were anxious to raife a monument of his fame: for which end
they feledled, chiefly from his compoutions for the theatre,

fuch fongs as had been mofl: favourably received, and, by the

help of a fubfcriptioh of twenty fhillings each perfon, pub-
lilhed, in 1698, that well-known work the ** Orpheus Bri-

tannicus," with a dedication to his good friend and patronefs

lady Howard, who had been his fcholar.

He w-as interred in Weftminfter-abbey, and on a tablet fixed

to a pillar is the following remarkable infcription :

Here lies

Henry Purcell, Efq;

Who left this life,

And is gone to that blefled placcj

Where only his harmony
can be exceeded.

Obiit 2 1mo die Novembris,
Anno astatis fuas 37mo,
Annoque Domini 1695."

PURCHAS (Samuel), a learned Englifli divine, and com-
piler of a valuable collection of voyages, was born at Thax-
ftead in EfTex in 1577, and educated at Cambridge. In 1604,
he was inftituted to the vicarage of Eaftwood in Eflex; but,

leaving the cure of it to his brother, went and lived in Lon-
don, the better to carry on the great work he had undertaken.

He publifhed the firft volume in 161 3, and the four laft in

1625, under this title: " Purchas his Pilgrimage, or Relations

of the World, and the Religions obferved in all ages and place?
"*•"' from the Creation unto this prefent." In 1615, he

was
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was incorporated at Oxford, as he flood at Cambridge, bachelor
of divinity ; and a little before, had been collated to the re6lory

of St. Martin's Ludgate, in London. He was alfo chaplain to

Abbot, archbifhop of Canterbury. By the publifhing of his

books, he brought himfelf into debt : he did not, however, die

in prifon, as fome have alTerted, but in his own houfe, and
about 1628. His pilgrimages, and the learned Hackluyt's
Voyages, led the way to all other collections of that kind ; and
have been juftly valued and efteemed. Boilfard, a learned

foreigner, has given a prodigious character of Purchas [k] : he
ftyles him ** a man exquifitely fkilled in languages, and all

arts divine and human ; a very great philofopher, hiftorian,

and divine ; a faithful prefbyter of the church of England

;

very famous for many excellent writings, and efpecialiy For his

Vafl: volumes of the Eaft and Weft Indies, written in his native

tongue**'

PURVER (Antony), one of the religious fociety called

Quakers, was born at Up-Hurfuorn, Hants, about the year

1702. When he was about ten years of age he was put to

fchool to learn to read and write, and to be inftruiSted in the

rudiments of arithmetic. During the time allotted for thefe

acquintion5, he gave proof of extraordinary genius ; and being

prevented for about fix weeks, by illnefs, from attending the

fchool, he ftill applied himfelf to his learning, and on his

return to the fchool had got fo far in arithmetic, as to be

able to explain the fquare and cube roots to his matter; who
himfelf was ignorant of them. His memory at this time ap-
pears to have been uncommonly vigorous, for he is faid not

only to have alferted that he could commit to memory in twelve

hours, as many of the longeft chapters in the Bible, but to

have attempted it with fuccefs. Another account, which the

writer of this article has before him, fays, quoting it from
Purver's own mouth, that he fo delighted in reading the Scrip-

tures, as to commit fix chapters to memory in one hour.

He was apprenticed to a fhoemaker, who, like the matter

of George Fox, mentioned in this work, employed his appren-

tice in keeping flieep. This gave our young ftudent leifure for

reading ; and he occupied it in the indifcriminate perufal of

fuch books as came into his hands: but the Scriptures had the

preference in his mind. Among other books which came in his

way, was one written by Samuel Either, a Quaker, entitled,

.'" Rufticus ad Acaderaicos," in which fome inaccuracies in the

trantlation of the Bible being pointed out, Purver determined to

examine for himfelf; and, with the atTittance of a Jew, foon

acquired a knowledge of the Hebrew language. About the 20th

[jc] In Bibiioth Jjannis BoifTardi.

year
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year of his age he kept a fchool in his native country ; but after-

wards, for the fake of more eafily acquiring the means of profe-

cuting his IhidicF, he came to London, where he probably refided

when he publilhed, in 1727, a book called, «* The Youth's

Delight [lJ." The fame year he returned to his native place,

and a fecond time opened a fchool there ; but previous to this,

in London, he had embraced the principles, and adopted the

profeflion of the Qiiakers. He is faid to have been convinced

of the truth of their tenets at a meeting held at the Bull and
Mouth in Alderfgate-ftreet ; whether by means of the preaching
of any of their minifters, we are not informed ; but on the day
month enfuing, he himfelf appeared as a minifter among them,
at the fame meeting-houfe. On his fecond fettling at Hufborn,
he began to tranflate the books of the Old Teflament; and ap-
plied himfelf alfo to the fludy of medicine and botany: but,

believing it his duty to travel in his minifterial funftion, he
again quitted his fchool and his native place ; not, however,
probably, until after he had refided there fome years; for his

courfe was to London, Effcx, and through feveral counties,

to Briftol ; near which city, at Hambrook, he was in the

latter part of 1738. At this place he took up his abode, at the

houfe of one Joliah Butcher, a maltfter, whofe fon he inftruited

in the clalTics, and there he tranflated fome of the minor pro-

phets, having before completed the book of Eflher, and Solo-

mon's Song. Here he became acquainted with Rachel CottereI>

who, with a filter, kept a boarding-fchool for girls, at Frenchay,
Gloucefterfiiire ; and whom, in 1738, he married, and foon

after himfelf opened a boarding-fchool for boys at Frenchay.
During his refidence in GlouceflerlTiire, (which was not at

Frenchay all the time) he attempted to publifh his tranflation

of the Old Teftament in numbers at Briftol ; but he did not

meet with fufficient encouragement ; and only two or three

numbers were publifhed.

In 1758, he removed to Andover, in Hampfhire; and here fin

1764] he completed his tranllation of all the books of the Old
and New Teftament, a work which has not often been accom-
plifhed before by the labour of a fingle individual. It confifts

of two volumes, folio, publiflied in 1764, at the price of four

guineas. It appears, that this work was originally intended

to be printed in occafional numbers ; for, in 1746, the late Dr.
FothergUl wrote a letter to the Gentleman's Magazine, in

which he ftrongly recommended the author of a work then
under publication, which was to be continued in numbers if it

fhould meet with encouragement. This was a tranfiation of
the Scriptures, under the title of " Opus in facra Biblia elabo-

[t] Printed for J- WiUcox, Llttle-Brltain.
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ratum. Purver is not named, but that he was intended, \$

known by private teftimony [m]. After fpeaking in high terms

of his learning. Dr. Fothergill fays, " As to his perfoiial cha-

racter, he is a man of great fimpliclty of manners, regular

condu(fl, and a modefl referve; he is fteadily attentive to truth,

hates falfehood, and has an unconquerable averfion to vice ^

and to crown the portrait, he is not only greatly benevolent to

mankind, but has a lively fenfe of the divine attributes, and a

profound reverence of, and fubmiffion to the Supreme Being."

The mode of publication in numbers was probably unfuccefs-

ful, and foon dropped
;
yet he went on with his tranflation,.

which he completed, after the labour of thirty years. He was
ftill unable to publifli it, nor could he find a bookfeller who
would run the hazard of aflifting him. At length his friend

Dr. Fothergill, generoully interfered
;
gave him a thcufand-

pounds for the copy, and publilhed it at his own expence.

Purver afterwards revifed the whole, and made confiderable

alterations and corrections for a fecond edition, which has not

yet appeared, but the MS. remains in the hap.ds of his grand-

fon. .Purver appears, in this great work, a flrenucus advocate

for the antiquity, and even the divine authority, ot the Hebrew
vowel points. He is alfo a warm alferter of the purity and

integrity of the Hebrew text, and treats thofe who hold the

contrary opinion with great contempt
;

particularly Dr. Ken-
nicott, of whom, and his publication on the ftate of the Hebrew
text, he never fpeaks but with the greateft afperity. He has

taken very confiderable pains with the fcriptural chronology,

and furnilhes his reader with a variety of chronological tables.

He prefers the Hebrew chronology in all cafes, to the Sama-
ritan and Greek, and has throughout endeavoured to conne6l

facred and profane hiftory. His verfion is very literal, but

does not always prove the judgement or good talte of the au-

thor. Thus, he fays, .that " The Spirit of God hovered a tcp

of the waters •" and inftead of the majellic fmiplicity and un-

affeded grandeur of ** Let there be light, and there was light,"

he gives us, *' Let there be light, which there was accordingly."

Thus his tranflation, though a prodigious work for an indi-

vidual, will rather be ufed for occafional confultation than

regular perufal ; and though it may aiFord many ufeful hints,

will not fupply the place of the eftablifhed tranflation.

It is to be recolleded, that Purver was a Quaker ; and, be-

lieving as he did, in their leading principle of immediate

revelation, it was likely that his mind fhould be turned to look

for fuch afliflance, on places to which he found his own know-
ledge inadequate. He is faid, accordingly, when he. came to

[m] Cruttwdl's Preface to bifhop Wilfon's Bible.
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pafTages which were difficult to adapt to the context, not un-
frequently to retire into a room alone, and there to wait for

light upon the palTage in queftion: and on thefe occafions he
fo far negledled the care of his body, as fometimes to fit alone

two or three days and nights.

He lived to about the age of feventy-five, his deceafe being

in 1777, at Andover, where, in the burial-ground of the reli-

gious fociety with which he had profeflTed, his remains were
interred. His widow furvived him ; but a fon and a daughter

died before their parents. Hannah the daughter, had been
married to Ifaac Bell, of London, by whom flie had a fon

named John Purver Bell, who was brought up by his grand-

father.

PUTEANUS (Erycius), properly Vandeputte^ a very dlf-

tinguifhed fcholar, was born at Venlo in Guelderland, in 1574,
and began his ftudies at Dort ; whence he removed to Cologne,
where he ftudied rhetoric, and went through a courfe of phi-

lofophy in the college of Jefuits. He went afterwards to ftudy

the law at Louvain, and took the degree of batchelor there in

1597. He improved very much by the lectures of Lipfius,

who conceived a great efleem for him. The fame year he
went into Italy, and continued fome time in the houfe of John
Fernand de Velafcos, governor of the Milanefe \ whence he
removed to Padua, but returned to Milan in 1601, being then
chofen profifefiTor of eloquence there. He gained a great repu-

tation, and was promoted to the honour of being hifloriographer

to his Catholic majefty: and, in 1603, the city of Rome ad-

mitted him and his pofl:erity among her patricians. In 1604,
he commenced doctor of law at Milan: he took alfo a wife the

fame year, by whom he had many children. He commends
her and his children very much in his letters: in one, written in

1626, he tells his friend, that nothing is more agreeable than

a good wife; ** I fpeak it by experience," fays he, " mine
appears always young and beautiful to me, becaufe, though
fhe has often had children, yet fhe ftill preferves the floAver of

her youth, and the charms of her perfon." This, however,
adds Bayle, did not come up to the wifh of a Roman poet.

Puteanus's wife appeared ftill young and beautiful to her huf-

band, becaufe fhe was really fo: but the great point for a
woman is, to appear young and handfome, even when fhe is no
longer fo. In 1606, he removed from Milan to Louvain, being

appointed to fucceed to the profefTor's chair, which Juflus Lip-
fms had filled with fo much glory. He was very much efleemed
in the Low Countries, and enjoyed the titles of hifloriographer

to the king of Spain, and counfellor to the archduke Albert

:

he was even appointed governor of the caflle of Louvain, in

which place he died in 1646.

Ee4 He



424 PUTEANUS.
Puteanus was the author of an immenfe number ofworks, mod

of which, however, are fmall : and no mai. feemed ever more
perfuaded than he of the maxim of a Greek poet, that " a

great book is always a great evil." He afFeded to interfperfe

his writings with ftrokes of wit, and fometim'es fucceeded

tolerably well, but was often guilty of puns and quibbles. He
publifhed a book in 1633, while there was a truce negotiating

between his Catholic majefty and the United Provii^ces, en-

titled, " Statera Belli & Pacis, The Balance of Peace and
War:" in v/hich, fays Bayle, he fhewed himfelf better ac-

quainted with the true interefls of his Catholic majeily, than

they who applied themfelves folely to ftate affairs. It made a

great noife, and had like to have ruined him: for he fpoke

with too much freedom of things which policy fhould have

kept fecret. G. VolTius, his good friend, in the concluiion of

a letter, wherein he expreffes his fears for Puteanus, fays,

** Would to God he were obliged to hear only what Phalaris

is reported to have faid to Stefichorus, on an occaiion pretty

much like this : Alind only the Mufes, your labavrs will be glorious

enough."

In Bullart's Academies des Sciences, is the following account

of him [n]. *' It was the prodigious learning of Puteanus,

which, having won the heart of Urban VIII. determined that

great pope to fend him his portrait in a gold medal, very hqavy,

with fome copies of his works. It was that fame learning,

which engaged cardinal Frederic Borromeo to receive him into

his palace, when he returned to Milan.. It was alfo his learn-

ing, which made him tenderly beloved by the count de Fuentes,

governor of Milan ; and afterwards by the archduke Albert,

who, having promoted him to Juftus Lipfms's chair, admitted
him alfo moft honourably into the number of his counfellors.

Laftly, it was his learning which made hiin fo much efteemed^

in the chief courts of Europe, and occafioned almoft all the

princes, the learned men, the ambafladors of kings, and the

general of armies, to give him proofs of their regard in the

letters they wrote to him ; of which above fixteen thoufand were
found in his library, all placed in a regular order. He had the

glory to fave the king of Poland's life, by explaining an enig-

matical writing drawn up in unknown characters, which no
ra^n could read or underftand, and which contained the fcheme
of a confpiracy againfl that prince."

His works are divided into five volumes, folio, the fecond of
which contains his letters: befides which, another colledion
of letters was publifhed at Louvain in 1662, by the care of his

fon-in-law Xiftus Anthony Milfer, governor of the caflle of

{n] Tom. ii. p. 22c.

i^ouvain.
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I.ouvain. Puteanus was charged with writing a fatire againft

James I. of England, entitled, " If. Cafauboni Corona Regia,

6cc." but falfely: it is now thoroughly believed, that Scioppius

was the author of that moft bitter and outrageous piece.

PUTSCHIUS (Elias), born at Antwerp, about 1580, be-

came a celebrated grammarian. His family was originally

from Augfbourg. When he was only twenty-one, he publifhed

Salluft, with fragments and good notes. He then publiflied

the celebrated colle6lion of thirty-three ancient grammarians,
in 4to, at Hanau, in 1605, He was preparing other learned

works, and had excited a general expeftation from his know-
ledge and talents, when he died at Stade, in 1606, being only

twenty-fix years of age.

PUY (Peter dej, a very learned Frenchman, Avas born of

a good family at Paris, in 1583. *' His knowledge and learn-

ing," fays Voltaire, in his EUay on Hilfory, vol. vii. " were
fingularly ufeful to the ftate. He laboured more than any one,

to difcover charters and old records, by v^hich the king's rights

over other ftates might be afcertained and eftablifhed. He de-

veloped and cleared up the origin of the Salique law. • He
proved, that the liberties of the Galilean church were nothing
but a portion of the ancient rights of the ancient churches.

His Hiftory of the Templars llievvs, that fome of the order
vv ere culpable ; but that the condemnation of the whole, and
the deftruftion of fo many knights, was one of the moft hor-

rible injuftices that ever was committed." He was the author
of near a dozen works, of a fimilar caft, and chiefly calcu-

lated for political purpofes. Pie died in 1652, univerfally la-

mented, and particularly by the learned ; for he was not only a
lover of his country, but a lover of learning. He ufed, like

Menage, to have Itated aflTemblies held, and learned conver-

fations carried on, in his houfc ; and out of his immenfe col-

leftions and treafures, he was the moft communicative man
that 'ever lived. The prefident de Thou had the fti'ongeft affec-

tion for hirn.

PUY-SEGUR (James de Chastenet, lord of), lieutenant-

general under Louis XIII. and XIV. v/as of a noble family in

Armagnac, and was born in the year 1600. He is one of thofe

Frenchmen of diftin£tion who have written memoirs of their

own time, from which fo abundant materials are fupplied to

their hiftory, more than are generally found in other countries.

His memoirs extend, from 161 7 to 1658. They were firft

publifhed at Paris, and at Amfterdam in 1690, under the in-

lpe£tion of du Chene, hiftoriographer of France, in 2 vols.

i2mo, and are now republifhed in the general colIe£iion of
memoirs. The life of Puy-Segur, was that of a very a61Iva

ibldier. He entered into the army in 161 7, and ferved forty-

three
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three years without intermiflion, rifing gradually to the rank of
lieutenant-general. In 1636, the Spaniards having attempted
to pafs the Somme, in order to march to Paris, Puy-Segur was
ordered to oppofe them with a fmall body of troops. The
general, the count de SoifTons, fearing afterwards that he would
be cut off, which was but too probable, fent his aid-de-camp to

tell him that he might retire if he thought proper. ** Sir,"

replied this brave officer, *' a man ordered upon a dangerous
fervice, like the prefent, has no opinion to form about it. I

came here by the count's command, and ihall not retire upon
his permiflion only. If he would have me return, he muft
command it." This gallant man is faid to have been at one
hundred and twenty lieges, in which there was an a6l:ual ca-

nonade, and in more than thirty battles or fkirmilhes, yet never
received a wound. He died in 1682, at his own caftle of Ber-

Houille, near Guife. His memoirs are written with boldnefs

and truth ; contain many remarkable occurrences, in which he
was perfonally concerned ; and conclude with fom.e very ufeful

military inftrudlions.

PYLE (Thomas, M. A.), fon of a clergyman [o], was
born at Stodey, near Holt, Norfolk, in 1674; he was educated

at Caius-coilege, Cambridge ; and ferved the town of King's

Lynn, in the capacities of curate, ledlurer, and minifter, from
his admillion into orders till his deceafe in 1757; difcharging

the feveral duties of his office with unremitted induftry and per-

fe6l integrity. His fole aim was to amend or improve his au-

ditors. For this purpofe, he addrefled himfelf, not to their

paffions, but to their underftandings and confciences. He ju-

dicioufly preferred a plainnefs, united with a force of expref-

fion, to all affectation of elegance or rhetorical fublimity.

Befide v^^hich, he fpoke his difcourfes v/ith fo juft and animated

a tone of voice, as never failed to gain univerfal attention.

He diltinguifhed himfelf early in life, by engaging in the Ban-

gorian cont roverfy; which he did fo much to the fatisfa<51ion

of the late bifhop Hoadly, that he not only gave him a prebend,

and procured him a reiidentiarylliip in the church of Sarum,

but made two of his fons prebendaries of Winchefter. Mr.
Pyle afterwards publilhed his " Paraphrafe on the ACls, and

all the Epiftles," in the manner of Dr. Clarke ; a work which
has palled through many editions, and is exceedingly well

adapted to the ufe and inftrudlion of Chriftian families ; as it

contains in a plain manner, and within a fmall compafs, the

fubftance of what had been written by preceding commentators.

The fame chara61er is due to his " Paraphrafe on the Revelation

of St. John," and on the '* Hiftorical Books of the Old Tefta-

[o] Gejst. Mag. 1783, p. 659.

ment."
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ment." All thefe admirably conduce to the valuable end for

which they were intended, to render the true meaning of Scrip-

ture more eafy and familiar to the apprehenfion of all readers.

Three volumes of his '* Sermons," were alfo printed in 1783 ;

but that he himfelf had no defign of committing them to the

prefs is fomewhat probable, from the following remarkable cir-

cumftance, which proves them to be the genuine offspring of
his own extraordinary genius ; namely, that he compofed them
with the greateft facility and expedition, amidfl: the interrup-
tions of a numerous furrounding family. To be celebrated as
a preacher, was the natural confequence of his nervous lan-

guage and fpirited delivery. It may be added, that he was
no lefs juftly admired as a faithful friend, as an agreeable com-
panion, as a man of the moft liberal fentiments, and fo free from
all pride and conceit of his own abilities, that he was apt to

pay a deference to the opinions of many perfons much inferior

to himfelf. What he efteemed one principal adv^antage and
happinefs of his life was, that he lived not only in friendlhip,

but in familiar correfpondence, wit! feveral of the moft famous
divines of his time, particularly oifhop Hoadly, Dr. Samuel
Clarke, and Dr. Sykes. Now as that prelate declared to the
world, that he wiihed to be diftinguilhed after death by no
higher title, than " The Friend of Dr. Clark'e," we may
furely afcribe it as no fmall honour to the late Mr. Pyle, that

he was the friend of both thofe eminent men.
The following teilimonials may be recorded to his honour PpI :

" Tom Pyle is a learned and worthy, as well as a lively

and entertaining man. To be fure, his fuccefs has not been
equal to his merit, which yet, perhaps, is in fome meafure
owing to himfelf; for that very impetuofity of fpirit which,
under proper government, renders him the agreeable creature

he is, has, in fome circumftances of life, got the better of
him, and hurt his views." Archbijhop Herring.

** Dr. Sydall, with Mr. Pyle, \&n. of Lynn, were the two
befl fcholars I ever examined for holy orders while I was chap-
lain to Dr. Moore, bifhop of Norwich." Mr. Whiston.
PYNAKER (Adam), a celebrated painter of landfcapes,

was born in 1621, at the village of Pynaker, between Schiedam
and Delft, and always retained the name of the place of his

nativity. He went for improvement to Rome, where he ftudied

for three years, after nature, and after the beft models among
the great mailers. He returned an accompli fhed painter, and
his works rofe to the highefl efteein. His lights and Ihadows
are always judicioufly diltributed and fkilfully contrafted : but

his cabinet pidlures are much preferable to thofe of larger fize.

[p] Gent. Mag. 17S3, p. 692.

He
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He chofe generally a ftrong morning light, which allowed him
to give a tine verdure to his trees. His diftances are properly
thrown back, by diverfified objeds intervening, and his land-

fcapes enriched with figures, and pieces of archite6ture. He
died in 1673.
PYRRHO, an eminent philofopher of antiquity [oj, was

born at Elis, and flourifhed in the time of Alexander, about
the iioth Olympiad. He w^as at firft a painter; but meeting
with fome writings of Democritus, applied himfelf afterwards

to philofophy. Anaxarchus, the Abderite, was his mafter

;

whom he attended fo far in his travels, that he even converfed
with the Gymnofophifts in India, and with the Magi. He
eftablillied a fe6l, whofe fundamental principle was, that there

is nothing true or falfe, right or wrong, honeft or difhoneft,

juft or unjuft; that there is no flandard in any thing, but that

all things depend upon law and cuftom ; and that uncertainty

and doubt belong to every thing. From this continual feeking

after truth, and never finding it, the fe6l obtained the name
of Sceptic; as it w^as fometimes called Pyrrhonian, from it»

founder.

The excefs to which this philofopher carried his notions, as

the ancients have defcribed it, was very ridiculous. He fhunned
nothing, nor took any care, but went flraight forward upon
every thing [rJ. Chariots, precipices, dogs, or any obftacles,

moved not him to turn the leail out of the way ; but he was
always faved by his friends that followed. He ufed to walk
out alone, and feldom fhewed himfelf to thofe of his own
family. He afFe£led a ftate of the utmoll: indifference, info-

much that he held it wrong to be moved with any thing. An-
axarchus happening to fall into a ditch, Pyrrho went on, without
offering to help him, or fhewing the leaft emotion : which,
when fome blamed, Anaxarchus is faid to have commended, as

worthy of a philofopher. Another time, being at fea in a

ilorm, and all around him being dejected and confounded, he

very quietly and compofedly fhewed them a pig feeding in the

fliip, and faid, that *' a wife man ought to be fettled in the

fame tranquillity."

This fort of wifdom, whatever might be pronounced upon
it in an age of common fenfe, exalted Pyrrho to fo much ho-

nour Avith his fellow-citizens, that they made hirn chief priclf,

and on his account paffed a decree of immunity for all philo-

fophers. He died at ninety years of age, leaving nothing be-

hind him in writing : but a fummary of his principles is tranf-

mitted to us by Sextus Empiricus, an acute and learned author

of his fed, whofe " Pyrrhoneze hypothefes," or three books of

[q.] Diogen. Laert. de vit* Philof. [p.] Stanley's Lives of tlie Philofophers.

the



PYTHAGORAS. 4I9

the fccptic philofophy, are tranllaled by the learned Stanley,

and inferted in his valuable and ufeful work, '* Of the Lives

and Opinions of the Philofophers." Epicurus is faid to have

admired the converfation of Pyrrho, and to have been conti-

nually queftioning him.

PYTHAGORAS, one of the greateft men of antiquity,

came into the world towards the forty- feventh Olympiad, four

defcents from Numa, as Dionyfius of Halicarnafl'us has proved;

that is, about 590 years before Chriit. His father Mnemar-
chus of Samos, who was a graver by trade, and dealt in rings

and other trinkets, went with his wife to Delphi, a few days

after his marriage, there to fell fome goods during the teail

;

and, while he ftayed there, received an oracular anfwer from
Apollo, who told him, that, if he embarked for Syria, the

voyage would be very fortunate to him, and that his wife

would there bring forth a fon, who fliould be renowned for

beauty and wifdom, and whofe life would be a bleffing to pof-

terity. Mnemarchus obeyed the god, and Pythagoras was born

at Sidon ; and, being brought to Samos, v/as educated there

anfwerably to the great hopes that were conceived of him.

He was called " the youth with the fine head of hair;" and,

from the great qualities which appeared in him carl) , was foon

regarded as a good genius fent into the world for the benefit of

mankind.
Samos, in the mean time, afforded no philofophers capable

of fatisfying his ardent thirff after knowledge ; and therefore,

at eighteen, he reiolved to travel in quefi: of them clfewhere.

The fame of Pherecydes drew him firil to the ifland of Syros

;

whence he went to Miletus, where he converfed with Thales.

Then he went to Phoenicia, and flayed fome time at Sidon, the

place of his birth ; and from Sidon into Egypt, where Thales
and Solon had been before him, Amafis, king of Egypt, re-

ceived him very kindly ; and, after having kept him fome time

at his court, gave him letters for the priefts of Heliopolis. The
Egyptians were very jealous of their fciences, which they

rarely imparted to flrangers ; nor even to their own countrymen,
till they had made them pafs through the fevereft probations.

The prielfs of Heliopolis fent him to thofe of Memphis; and
they direiSfed him to the ancients of Diofpolis, who, not daring

to difobey the king, yet unwilling to break in upon their own
laws and cuftoms, received Pythagoras into a kind of novi-

ciate ; hoping he would foon be deterred from farther purfuits,

by the rigorous rules and ceremonies, which were a necelfary

introdudlion to their mylferies. But they were deceived ; Py-
thagoras went through all with wonderful patience, fo far as

even, according to fome authors, as to admit of circumcifion.

After
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After having remained twenty-five years in Egypt, he went

to Babylon, afterv\'ards to Crete, and thence to Sparta, to in-

ftru6l himfelf in the laws of Minos and Lycurgiis. Then he

returned to Samos, which, finding under the tyranny of Poly-

crates, he quitted again, and vifited the couiitries oi Greece,

Going through Peloponnefus, he ftopped at Phlius, where Leo
then reigned ; and, in his converfation with this prince, fpokc

with fo much eloquence and wifdom, that Leo was at once
delighted and furprifed. He afked him at length, ** what pro-

feflion he followed?" Pythagoras anfwered, *' None, but that

he was a philofopher." For, difpleafed with the lofty title of

fages and wife men, which his profeflion had hitherto aflumed,

he changed it into one more modeft and humble, calling himfelf

a philofopher, that is, a lover of wifdom. Leo alked him " what
it was to be a philofopher; and the difference there was between

a philofopher and other men?" Pythagoras anfwered, that
*' life m.ight well be compared to the Olympic games; for,

as in that vafl: alTembly, fome come in fearch of glory, others

in fearch of gain, and a third fort, more noble than the two
former, neither for fame nor profit, but only to enjoy the won-
derful ipedfacle, and to fee and know what paffes in it ; fo we,
in like manner, com>e into the world as into a place of public

meeting, where fome toil after glory, others after gain, and a

few, contemning riches and vanity, apply themfelves to the

fludy of nature. Thefe laft," laid he, " are they, Avhom I call

philofophers :" And he thought them by far the nobleif of the

hiUTian kind, and the only part which fpent their lives fuitably

to their nature ; for he was wont to fay, that *' man was created

to know and to contemplate."

from Peloponnefus he paffed into Italy, and fettled at

Croton; where the inhabitants, having fuffered great lofs in a

battle with the Locrians, degenerated from induitry and courage

into foftnefs and effeminacy. Pythagoras thought it a talk

worthy of him to reform this city ; and accordingly began to

preach to the inhabitants all manner of virtues; and, though he

naturally met at firlt with great oppofition, yet at length he

made fuch an im.prellion on his hearers, that the maglftratcs

themfelves, aftoniihed at the folidity. and ftrength of reafon

with which he fpake, prayed him to interpofe in the affairs of

the government, and to give fuch advices as he fhould judge

expedient for the good of the ftate. When Pythagoras had

thus reformed the manners ot the citizens by preaching, and

eftablifned the city by wife and prudent counfels, he thought it

time to lay fome foundation of the wifdom he prcfeffed ; and,

in order to eftablilli his Ceck, opened a fchool. It is not to be

wondered, that a crowd of difciples offered themfelves to a

man, of whofe v/ifdum fi'ich prodigious effects had been now
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fecn and heard. They came to him from Greece and from
Italy; but, for fear of pouring the treafures of wifdom into

unfound and corrupt veffels, he received not indifferently all that

prefented themfelves, but took time to try them: for he ufed to

fay, " every fort of wood is not fit to make a Mercury ;" ex

quov'is ligno non ft Menurius : that is, all minds are not alike

capable of knowledge.

He gave his difciples the rules of the Egyptian priefts, and
made them pafs through the auftcrities which he iiimfelf had
endured. He at firft enjoined them a five years filence, during

which they were only to hear; after that, leave was givea

them to propofe queftions, and to ftate their doubts. They were
not, however, even then, to talk without bounds and meafure:

for he often faid to them, ** Either hold your peace, or utter

things more worth than filence; and fay not a little in many
words, but much in few." Having gone through the probation,

they were obliged, before they were admitted, to bring all their

fortune into the common flock, which was managed by perfons

chofen on purpofe, and called ceconomifls; and, if any retired

from the fociety, he often carried away with him more than he

brought in. He was, however, immediately regarded by the

reft as a dead perfon, his obfequies made, and a tomb raifed for

him: which fort of ceremony was inftituted, to deter others

from leaving the fchool, by lliewing, that if a man, after having

entered into the ways of wifdom, turns afide and forfakes them,
it is in vain for him to believe himfelf living, he is dead.
*' He is dead," as St. Paul fays [s], " though he feem to be
alive."

The Egyptians believed the fecrecy they obferved, to be

recommended to them by the example of their gods, who would
never be feen by mortals, but through the obfcurity of fhadows.

For this reafon there was at Sais, a town of Egypt, a ftatue of

Pallas, who was the fame as Ifis, with this infcription: ** I am
whatever is, has been, or fhall be; and no mortal has ever yet

taken off the veil that covers me." They had invented, therefore,

three ways of exprefling their thoughts ; the fimple, the hiero-

glyphical, and the fymbolical. In the fimple, they fpoke plainly

and intelligibly, as in common converfation ; in the hierogly-

phical, they concealed their thoughts under certain images
and chara61:ers; and in the fymbolical, they explained them by
fhort expreilions, which, under a fenfe plain and fimple, in-

cluded another wholly figurative. Pythagoras principally imitated

the fymbolical ftyle of the Egyptians, which, having neither

the obfcurity of the hieroglyphics, nor the clearnefs of ordinary

difcourfe, he thought very proper to inculcate tl e greateft and

[s] I Tim. V.

mofl
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mod important truths: for a fytnbol, by its double ftnfc, the

proper and the figurative, teaches two things at once; and
nothing pleafes the mind more, than the double image it repre-

fents to our view.

In this manner Pythagoras delivered many excellent things

concerning God and the human foul, and a vaft variety of

precepts, relating to the conduit; of life, political as v^ell as

-civil ; and he made fome confiderable difcoveries and advances

in the arts and fciences. Thus, among the works that are cited

of him, there are not only books of phyfic, and books of mo-
rality, like that contained in what are called his " Golden Verfes,"

but treatifes of politics and theology. All thefe works are lofi::

but the vaftnefs of his mind, and the greatnefs of his talents,

appear from the wonderful things he performed. Ke delivered,

as antiquity relates, feveral cities of Italy and of Sicily from the

yoke of flavery ; he appeafed feditions in others; and he foftened

the manners, and brought to temper the mofl: favatre and unruly

humours, of feveral people and feveral tyrants. Phalaris, the

tyrant of Sicily, is Hiid to have been the only one who could

withftand the remonftrances of Pythagoras; and he, it feems,

was fo enraged at his leftures, that he ordered him to be put to

death. But though the reafonings of the philofopher could

make no imprefTion on the tyrant, yet they were fufficient to

revive the fpirit of the Agrigentines, and Phalaris was killed the

very fame day that he had fixed for the death of Pythagoras.

Pythagoras had a great veneration tor marriage; and therefore

at Croton, married Theano, daughter of Brontinus, one of the

chief of that city. He had by her two fons, Arimneftus and
Telauges; which laft fucceeded his father in his fchool, and was
the matter of Empedocles. He had likewife one daughter,

named Damo, who was diflinguiftied by her learning as well as

her virtue?, and wrote an excellent commentary upon Homer.
It is related, that Pythagoras had given her ibme of his writings,

with exprefs commands not to impart them to any but thofe of

his own family; to which Damo was fo fcrupuloufly obedient,

that even when fhe was reduced to extreine poverty, Ihe refufed

a great fum of money for them. Some have indeed aiTerted,

and Plutarch among them, that Pythagoras never wrote any
thing; but this opinion is contrndidcd by others, and Plutarch

is fuppofed to be rniftaken. Whether he did or not, it is cer-

tain that whatever was written by his hrft difciples ought to be

regarded as the work of hirnfelf ; for they wrote only his opinions,

and that too fo religiouily, that they would not change the lead

fy liable ; refpeding the words of their m after as the oracles of a

god ; and alledging in confirmation of the truth of any doctrine

iuily this, uvroi s^-a, ** He faid fo." They looked on him as

the



PYTHAGORAS. 433

the mod perfect image of the deity among men. His houfe was
called the temple ot Ceres, and his court-yard the temple of

the Mules; and, when he went into towns, it was faid he went

tliither, *' not to teach men, but to heal them."

Pythagoras was perfecuted in the lait years of his life, and died

a tragical death. There was at Croton a young man called

Cylon, whom a noble birth and opulence had fo puffed up with

pride, that he thought he fliould do honour to Pythagoras in

offering to be his difciple. The philofophcr did not meafure

the merit of men by thefe exterior things; and therefore finding

in him much corruption and wickednefs, refufed to admit him.

This extremely enraged Cylon, who fought nothing but revenge;

and, having rendered as many perfons difaffefted to Pythagoras

as he could, came one day accompanied by a crowd of profli-

gates, and furrounding the houfe where he w-as teaching, fet it

on fire. Pythagoras had the luck to efcape, and flying, took

the way to Locris ; but the Locrians, fearing the enmity of

Cylon, who was a man of power, deputed their chief magif-

trates to meet him, and to requeft him to retire elfewhere. He
went to Tarentum, where a new perfecution foon obliged him
to retire to Metapontmn. But the fedition of Croton proved as

it were the iignal of a general infurre6lion againit the Pythago-

reans; the flame had gained all the cities of Greater Greece;
the fchools of Pythagoras were deftroyed, and he himfelf, at tht

age of above eighty, killed at the tumult of Metapontum, or,

as as others fay, was ftarvcd to death in the temple of the Mufes,
whither he was fled for refuge.

Thedo6lrine of Pythagoras was not confined to th.e narrow-

compafs of Magna Gra'cia, now called the kingdom of Naplc;>;

It fpread itfelf over all Greece, and in Afia. The Romans ad-

mired his precepts long after his death; and having received ar.

oracle, which commanded them to ere»rl: itatnes in honour of the

jnofl: wife and the molt valiant of the Greeks, they eretSled two
brazen ftatues, one to Alcibiadcs as th,e moft valiant, and the

other to Pythagoras as the moll wile. It was greatly to hi^:

honour, that the two moll excellent men Greece ever produced,

Socrates and Plato, in fome meafure followed his do6lrir.e.

I'he fe*A of Pythagoras fubfifted till lowardc the end of the

reign of Alexander the Great. About that time the Academy
and the Lyceum united to obfcure and fwaliow up the Italic

fed, which till then hid held up its head with io much glory,

that Ifocrates writes, " We more admire, at this day, a Pytha-

gorean when he Is filent, than others, even the moft eloquent,

when they fpeak. ' However, in aftcr-sges, there were here

and there fome difclples of Pythagoras, but they were only par-

ticular perfons, wlio never made any foclety; nor had the Py-

thagoreans any more a public fchool. We find iVill extant a

Vol. XU, F f le''.^r
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letter of Pythagoras to Hlero, tyrant of Syracufe; but this letter

is certainly fnppolititious, Pythagoras having been dead before

Hiero was born. " The Golden Verfes of Pythagoras," the

real author of which is unknown, have been frequently pub-
liflied, with the " Commentary of Hierocles," and a Latin ver-

fion and notes. Mr. Dacier tranflated them into French, with

notes, and added the " Lives of Pythagoras and Hierocles ;"

and this work was publiflied in Englifli, the ** Golden Verfes"

being tranflated from the Greek by N. Rowe,efq; in 1707, 8vo.

It is chiefly from Dacier 's " Life of Pythagoras," that the prer-

fent memoir is extracted.

QUADRATUS,
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QUADRATUS, a difciple of the apoftles, according to

Eufebius and Jerome, and bifhop of Athens, where he

was born, or at leaft edjjcated [a]. About the year 125, wjien

the emperor Adrian wintered at Athens, and was there initiated

into the Eleufmian myfteries, a perfecution arofe againft the

Chriftians, during which their bilhop Publius fuffered martyr-

dom. Quadratus fucceeded him; and, in order to flop the per-

fecution, compofed an " Apology for the Chriftian Faith," and

prefented it to the emperor. This Apology, which had the

defired efFeil, was extant in Eufebius's time, who tells us, that

it lliewed the genius of the man, and tlie true do6lrine of the

apoftles ; but we have only a fmall fragment preferved by Eu-
febius in the fourth book of his hiftory, wherein the author

declares, that *' none could doubt the truth of the miracles of

Jefus Chrift, becaufe the perfons, healed and raifed from the

dead by him, had been feen, not only when he wrought his

miracles, or while he was upon earth, but even a very great

while after his death ; fo that there are many," fays he, " who
tvere yet living in our time." Valefins, and others upon his

authority, will have the Qiiadratus, who compofed the Apo-
logy, to be a different perfon from Quadratus, the bifhop of

Athens ; but his arguments do not feem fufficiently grounded,

and are therefore generally rejedled. Jerome afhrms them to

be the fame. Nothing certain can be coUeiled concerning the

death of Qiiadratus; but it is fuppofed, that he was baniihed

from Athens, and then put to variety of torments, under the

reign of Adrian.

There was alfo a very eloquent Athenian philofopher, named
Ariffides, who prefented to the emperor Adrian, at the fame

time with Qi^iadratus, a volume in the form of an apology for

the Chril^ian religion; " which," fays Jerome, *Mhews the

learned how excellent a writer this author was." The fame

Jerome obferves, that Ariftides did not alter his profeflion when
he changed his religion ; that his Apology was full of philo-

fophical notions; and that it was afterwards imitated by Juftin

Martyr. It was extant in the time of Eufebius and Jerome, but is

[a] Cave's Hift. Literar.
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now loft. There Is little mention of Ariftlcles by the andient'sy

fo that nothing particular is known of him.
QUARLES (FKANCisjy an Englifh poet, Ton of James

Q^iarles, efq; clerk of the green-cloth, and purveyor to queen
Elizabeth, was born at Stewards, in the parilli of Rumford in

Elfex, in 1592 [b]. He was feat to Cambridge, and continued

for fome tin-ie in Chrilt-college, and then became a member
of Lincoln's-Inn. Afterwards, he -was- preferred to the place

of cup-bearer to Elizabeth, daughter of James I. ele^trefs

palatine and queen of Bohemia • but quitted her fervice, very

probably upon the ruin of the eledlor's affairs, and went ove?

to Ireland, where he became fecretary to archbifhop Uflier,

Upon the breaking out of the rebellion in that kingdom, in

1641, he fuffered greatly in his fort>me, and was obliged to

fly for fafety to England, But here he did not meet with the

quiet he expe(f^ed ; for a piece of his, Ifyled " The Royal
Convert," having given offence to the prevailing powers, they

took occafion from that, and from his repairing to Charles I.

at Oxford, to hurt him as much as pofUble in his ejf\ates. But
we are told, that what he took molt to heart, was being plun-
dered of his books, and fome mamifcripts which he had pre-

pared for the prefs. The lofs of thefe is fuppofed to have
haftened his death, which happened in 1644. He wrote>a
comedy, called, ** The Virgin Widow," printed in 1649, and
feveral poems, which were chiefly of the religious kind.

Langbaine fays, " He was a poet that mixed religion and
fancy together ; and was very careful in all his writings not

to entrench upon good manners by any fcurrility in his works,
or any ways offend againft his duty to God, his neighbour, and
himfelf." Thus, according to Langbaine, (and others have
given him the fame teftimonial) he was a very good man

;

but, in the judgement of fome he was alfo a very great man,
imd a mofl excellent poet. '* Had he been contemporarv,"
lays Fuller, " with Plato, that great back-friend to poets, he
would not only have allowed him to live, but advanced him to

an office in his commonwealth. Some poets, if debarred pro-

fanenefs, wantonnefs, and fatiricalnefs, that they may neither

abufe God, themfelves, nor their neighbours, have their tongues
cut out in ef^ecl. Others only trade in wit at the fecond hand,

being all for tranOations, nothing for invention. Our Qiiayles

was free from the faults of the firlt, as if he had drank o-f

Jordan inftead of Helicon, and flept on Mount Olivet for his

Farnailus; and was happy in his own invention. His vifible

poetry, I mean his ' Emblems,' is excellent, catching therein

the eye and fancy at one draught j fo that he hath oat-aldated

[b-] Langbainc'3 Account of Dramatic Poets i
Winftanleyj Wirod, &c.

therein.
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therein, in fome men's judgements. His * Verfes on Job' arc

done to the life, fo that the reader may fee his forces, and

through them the anguifh of his foul. According to the advice

of St. Hierome^ verba vertebat in opera, and prai^lifed the Job
he had defcribed."

By one wife Qiiarles had eighteen children, (vne of whom
jiamed John, a poet alfo, was born in Elfex in 1624 ; admitted

into Exeter college, Oxford, in 1642 ; bore arms for Charles I.

.within the garrifon at Oxford ; and was afterwards a captain in

.one of the royal armies. Upon the ruin of the king's affairs,

he retired to London in a mean condition, v.here he wrote

feveral things purely for a maintenance ; and afterwards travelled

on the continent. He retnrned, and died of the plague at Lon-
,don in 1665. Som€ have eftqemed him alfo a good poet ; and per-

haps he was not entirely deititute of genius, which would have

appeared to more advantage, if it had been duly and properly

cuUivated. His principal merit, however, with his admirers,

was certainly his being a very gre.?.t royalift.

QUELLlNjJS (Erasmus , an eminent painter, was born

at Antwerp in 1607. He ftudicd the belles lettres and philofo-

phy for fome time ; but his talte and inclination for painting

forced him at kngth to change his puvfuits. He learned his art

of Rubens^ and became a very good painter. Hiftory, landf-

cape, and fome architedture, were the principal objects of his

application, and his learning frequently appeared in his produc-

tions. He painted feveral grand pidures in Antwerp, and the

places thereabouts, for churches and palaces : and though he

aimed at nothing more than the pleafure l\e took in the exercife

of painting, yet when he died he left behind him a very great

charader for Ikill and merit in his art. He lived to be very old,

which is not common to painters: their profeflion not being at

all favourable to length of days. He left a fon, John Erafmus

Queljinus, called young Qiiellinus; a painter whofe works were

efteemed, and may be feen in different parts of Flanders : and.

a nephew Artus Quellinus, who was an excellent artift in fculp-

ture, and who exJecuted the fine pieces of carved work in the

town-hall at Amiterdam, engraved firfl: by Hubert Qiiellinus.

Young Qiiellinus was born in 1630, and died in 1715; and

having ftndied at Rome, is generally thought to have furpalTei

his father.

QUENSTEDT (John Andrew), a Lutheran divine, and

a ftrong opponent of the Roman Catholics, was born at Q^jtd-

limbourg, and /died on May 22, 1688, at the age of feventy-one.

He publiflied, 1, A work entitled, " Dialogus de Patriis illuf-

trium virorum, Do6lrina, et Scriptis," 4to, Wittemberg, 1654,
and 169 1. 7 his is an account of learned men tror A.dam ^o -he

year 1600, but is fuperficial, and inaccurate. 2. ** Sepulufti Ve-

F f 3
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terum," 8vo, 1660, and in 4to, Wittemberg. This is efteemed

his befl: work. 3. *' A Syftem of Divinity for thofe who adopt

the Confeflion of Augfburg," 4 vols, folio, 1685. 4. Several

other works, more replete with proofs of learning than of cor-

redlnefs and good tafte.

QUERENGHI (Antony), A poet of Italy, who wrote both

in his own language and in Latin, was born at Padua in 1546,

and manifefted a very early genius. By means of a ready

conception and vaft memory, he foon made himfelf mafler ot

feveral languages, and of no fmall itore of other knowledge.

He was confidentially employed by feveral popes, and was fccre-

tary of the facred college under no lefs than five. Clement VIII.

made him a canon of Padua, but Paul V, recalled him to Rome,
where he loaded him with honourable offices. Qi^ierenghi con-

tinued to hold his employments under the fucceeding popes, till

he died at Rome, Sept. i, 1633, at the age of eighty-feven.

There is a volume of his Latin poems, which was primed at

Rome in 1629: and Italian poetry, publilhed alfo at Rome in

1616.

QUERLON (Akne Gabriel Meusnier de), born at

Nantes, April 15, 1702, was a journalifl of fome celebrity in

France, a fcholar attached to the ftudy of the ancients, an enemy
to bad taite, to the affedlation of introducing new terms, and llill

more to the rage for new principles. He publifhcd, for twenty-

two years, a periodical paper for the province of Britany, en-

titled *' Les petites Affiches:" and, during the fame period, for

fi-ve years, conduced the '"' Gazette de France," the " Journal

Etranger," for two years ; and took a part in the " Journal En-
ryclopedique." Notvvithlfanding thefe labours, he was the editor

of many Latin and French authors, whofe works he enriched

by notes and prefaces, at once curious and inftrudive. He com-
pofed alfo works of b.is own, and, befides thofe which he pub-

lifhed, left feveral in manufcript, among \\hich was a regular

Arialyfis of the literary journals on vvhich he was for fo many
years employed. Towards the latter part of his life he afled as

librarian to a rich financier named Beaujon, from whom he had

a handfome falary, with an honourable and pleafing retreat in

his houfe. He died in April 1780, very generally regretted.

His principal works, befides the periodical publications already

mentioned, are, i. " Les impodures innoctntes," a little novel,

the produclion of his youth, but calculated to make the public

regret that he did not more employ himfelf in works of imagi-

nation. 2. *' Le Teftament de I'Abbe des Fontaines," i2mo,

1746, a pamphlet of no great merit. 3. " Le Code Lyrique,

ou reglement pour I'Opera de Paris," i2mo, 1743. 4- " Col-

lection Hiftorique," or Memoirs towards the Hillory of the War
which terminated in 1748, i2mo, 1757. 5. A Continuation

of
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of die Abbe Prevot's '* Hiftory of Voyages." 6. A tranflation

of the Abbe Marfy's Latin Poem on Painting, which is exe-

cuted with fidelity and elegance, /fmong the editions which he

publifhed, was one of Lucretius, i2mo, 1744, with notes, which
have been elteemed ; alfo Phsdrus and Anacreon.

QUERNO (Camillo), an Italian poet, was born at Mo-
nopolis in the kingdom of Naples; and acquired in his early

years a great facility of making verfcs. He went to Rome about

15 14, with a poem of twenty thoufand lines, called Alexiada.

Some young gentlemen of that city profeflcd great friendlhip to

him: they treated him in the country, and at a feaft crowned
him arch-poet; fo that he was not known afterwards by any
other name. Leo X. who, upon certain occafions, was not

averfe to buffoonery, delighted in his company, and caufed him
to be ferved wiih meat from his own table ; and Qiierno, being

an excellent parafite, humoured him very cxadly. He was
obliged to make adiftich extempore, upon whatever fubject wa?
given him ; even though he was at the time ill of the gout, with
which he was extremely troubled. Once, when the fit was on
him, he made this verfe, " Archipoeta facit verfus pro mille

poetis," and, as he hefitated in compofrng the fecond, the pope
readily and wittily added, *' Et pro mille aliis Archipoeta bibit."

Qiierno, haiiening to repair his fault, cried, " Porrige, quod
faciat mihi carmina dodla, Falernum," to which the pope in-

ftantly replied, ** Hoc vinum enervat, debilitatque pedes."

Thefe were fine days for Querno : but, after the taking of
Rome, he retired to Naples, where he fufFered much during the

wars in 1528, and died there in the hofpital. He ufed to fay,

** He had found a thoufand wolves, after he had loft one lion."

QUESNAY (Francis), a celebrated French phyfician, was
born at Ecquevilli, a fmall village in France, in the year 1694.
He was the fon of a labourer, and worked in the f elds till he
w-as fixteen years of age ; though he afterwards became firft phyfi-

cian in ordinary to the king of France, a member of the Aca-
demy of Sciences at Paris, and of the Royal Society of London.
He did not even learn to read till the period abovementioned,
when one of the books in which he firfl: delighted was the Maifon
Rullique. The furgeon of the village gave him a flight know-
ledge of Greek and Latin, with feme of the firll principles of his

^rt: after which he repaired to the capital, where he completed
his knowledge of it. Having obtained the requifite qualifica-

tions, he firit pradifcd his profeflion at Mantes; bui M. de la

Peyronie, having difcovered his talents, and thinking them lo(l

in a fmall town, invited him to Paris, to be fecretary to an
academy of furgery, which he was defirous to eftablifh. To the

fir[i: colle6lion of memoirs publifhed by this fociety Quefnay
prefixed a preface, which is confidered as one of the corapletcfl

F f 4 performances
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performances of the kind. The gout at length difqualified him
for the pradice of furgery, and he applied himfelf to medicine,

vherein he became no lefs eminent. I'owards the latter end of

life his early tafte for agricultural Ihidies revived, and he became
a leading man in the fetl of oeconomifts, who afterwards made
lo bad a ufe of tlieir influence, by circulating democratical

principles. Qtiefnay had many good qualities, among whicH
"vvere iiumanity and charity, with a ftrong mind, and philofo-

phical equality of temper, under the pains of the gout. He
lived to the age of eighty, and in his very lafl years involyec^

himfelf fo deeply in mathematical ftiidies that he fancied he had

difcovered at once the two great problems of the trife6tion of an

angle, and the quadrature of the circle. He died in pecember
1774. Louis XV. was much attached to Quefnay, called hini
** Ion penfeur," his thinker ; and, in allufipn to that name, gave

him three panfies, or " penfees," for his arms.

The works of Qi^iefnay were thefe : i .
" Obfervations on the

EfFefls of Bleeding," i2mo, 1730. 2. " A Phyfical Eflay on
the Animal CEconomy," 3 vols. i2mo, 1747. A Avork of a

great moralift: as well as phyfician. 3. " The Art of Healing

by Bleeding," lamo, 1736. This has been, in fome degree,

refuted by experience. 4. " A Treatife on continued Fevers,"

2 vols. i2mo, 1753. 5. *' On Gangrene," i2mo, 1749.
6. " On Suppuration," r2mo, 1749. 7. ** Phyfiocratie," or

on the government moft advantageous to the human race, 8vo,

1768. In this, his ftyle is affected and inflated, nor are his ideas

much more found. 8. Several fmall M'orks on ceconomical fub-

]eS.s, containing fome found views, and others altogether im-
prafticable. 9. Some articles of the fame kind in the EiK:yclo-

pedie. All thtfe works are written in French.

QUESNEL(Pasqu I er), a celebrated prieit of thecongregation

called the Oratory, in France, was born at Paris in 1634, and was
unfortunate in being the fuhje£l of a great divifion between his

countrymen, and the caufe of many quarrels among them ; which,

fays Voltaire, thirty pages of his ** Moral Refle6lions upon the

New Teftament," properly qualified and foftened, would have

prevented [c]. He was a man of very uncommon parts and
learning. In 1675, he publifhed the works of St. Leo, at Parisj

in 2 vols. 4to. with notes and dilfertations ; which, containing

fome things in defence of the ancient opinions of the Gallican

church againfi. the novelties of the Roman, gave fuch offence at

Rome, that the year following the work was condemned there

by a decree of the inquifition. Meeting with fome troubles alfo

in his owii country, he retired in 1685 to BrufTels ; and joined

the celebrated Antony Arnauld, who lived in a kjnd of exile

f
c} Siecle dc Louis XIV. torn. ii.

there.



QJJ E S N E L. 4^1

there, and whom Qi^iefnel accompanied to the time of his death,

which happened in 1694. He had publifhed, in 1671, *' Moral

Reflections upon the New Teftament ;" but thef'e were only

Upon part of the New 'I'eftament : he now Hnilhed the whole,

and publifhed it in 1687. This book contained fome maxims
which appeared favourable to Janfenifm ; but thefe were joined

with filch a multitude of pious fentiments, and fo abounded iri

that foft perfuanon which wins the heart, that the vyork was
received with univerfal approbation. The bentities of it ap^

pearcd every where evident, and the exceptionable pafTages were

(Jilhcult to be found. Several bilhopsbeltowcd high cncomitnTis

pn it, when imperfe£l ; which they repeated and confirmed in

the ftrongefl manner, when the author had finilhed it. Voltaire

knew for certain, as he tells us, that the Abbe Renaudor, one-

of the moft learned men in France, being at Rome the firfl: year

of Clement XI's pontificate, went one day to wait upon this

pope, who loved men of letters, and was himfelt a man of

learning; and found him reading Qiiefnel's book: *' This,"

faid his holinefs, " is an excellent performance ; we have no

one at Rome capable of writing in this manner ; I wifli I could

have the author near me :" yet this very pope in 1708 publiihed

a decree againft it, and afterwards, in 1713, iffued the famous

bull Unigenitus, in which an hundred and one propofitions ex-

trailed from it were condemned. We mult not, however, look

upon this condemnation of Clement XI. as a contradi£lion to

the encomium he had before given: it proceeded entirely from

reafons of {late. The prelate in France, who fhewed the

ftrongelt and mofl fincere approbation of this book, was cardinal

de Noailles, archbiihop of Paris. He declared himfelf the pa-

tron of it, when he was biihop of Chalons; and it was dedicated

to him. Now the cardinal prote6ted feveral of the Janfenilts,

though not of their perfuafion ; and was not at all well difpofed

towards the Jefuits. This, and the book's favouring fomevvhat

of Janfenifm, made it very obnoxious to the jeiuits; whofe
mighty power, being dreaded by Qiiefnel, occalioned him to go

to Brulfels. There he ioined Arnauld, and after his death be-

came the head of the Janfenifls: but the Jefuits, being very

powerful and prevalent, foon diiturbed him in his folitude.

They reprefented him as a feditious perfon : and they prevailed

with the king himfelf to petition for the condemnation of his

book at Rome ; which was in fa61: procuring the condemnation

of cardinal de Noailles, who had been the mofl: zealous defender

of the work. They perfecuted him alfo with Philip V. who was
fovereign of the Low Countries, as they had before done Ar-

nauld his mader with Louis XIV. They obtained an order

from the king of Spain to feize thefe religious exiles ; and ac-

cordingly Quefnel was imprifoned in the archbilhopric of Mech-
lin.
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I'm. But a gentleman, who believed he flioiild greatly raife

himfelf by means of the Janfenifts, if he could deliver their

diief, broke through their walls; by which means Qiiefnel,

having made his efcape, fled to Amfterdam, where he died in

1719, after having fettled fonie Janfenift churches in Holland :

the fe6t, however, was weak, and dwindled daily. He wrote a

great many books; but they are chiefly of the polemic kind.

QUEVEDO fpRANCisco de), an eminent Spanifti author,

was- born at Madrid in 1570 ; and was a man of quality, as

appears from his being flyled knight of the order of St. James,

which is the next in dignity to that of the Golden Fleece. He was

one of the belt writers of his age, and excelled equally in verfc

and profe ["d]. He excelled too in all the different kinds of

poetry : bis heroic pieces, fays Nicolas Antonio, have great

force and fublimity ; his lyrics great beauty and fweetnefs ; and

bis humorous pieces a certain eafy air, pleafantry, and inge-

nuity of turn, which is exceedingly delightful to a reader. His

profe works are of two forts, ferious and comical : the former

confift of pieces written upon moral and religious fubjetls ; the

latter are fatirical, frjll of wit, vivacity, and humour. He had

a fingular force and fruitfulnefs of imagination, which enabled

him to render the molt dry and barren fubje6ls diverting, by

embellilhing them with all the ornaments of fiftion. All his

printed works, for he wrote a great deal which was never

printed, are comprifed in 3 vols. 4to, two of which confilt of

poetry, a third of pieces in profe. The *' Parnalfo Efpagnol,

or Spanifh ParnaHiis," under which general title all his poetry

is included, was coUecled by the care of Jofeph Gonzales de

Sulas, tvho, befides fhort notes interfpered throughout, prefixed

dilfcrtations to each diilindl fpecies. It was firif publiOied at

Madrid, in 1650, 4to, and has fince frequently been printed in

Spain and the Low Countries [eJ. The comical or humorous
part of his profe-works has been tranflated into Englifh. ** The
Vifions" are a fatire upon corruption of manners in all forts and

degrees of people ; are lull of wit and morality ; and have found

fuch a reception, as to go through feveral editions. The re-

maituicr of his comical works, containing, ** The Night-Ad-
venturer, or the Day-Hater," " The Life of Paul the Spanifli

Sharper," " The Retentive Knight and his Epiftles," " The
Dog and Fever," *' A Proclamation by Old Father Time,"
•' A Treatife of all Things whatfoever," " Fortune in her

Wits, or the Hour of all Men," were tranOated from the Spanilh,

and pubiilhed at London, in 1707, 8vo. Stevens, the tranfla-

lor, feeras to have thought that he could not fpeak too highly

""d] Script/ Hirpnn. V !. TeI Bailkt, Jviseniens, torn. v.

.
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of his author; he calls him ** the great Qiievedo, his works a

real treafure ; tlie Spanifli Ovid, from whom wit naturally

flowed with(nit ftiidy, and to whom it was as eafy to write in

verfe as in profe." The feverity of his fatires procured liim

many enemies, and brought hini into great troubles. The count

d'Olivares, favoTiritc and prime minider to Philip IV. of Spain,

imprifoned him for being too free with his adminiflration and

government ; nor did he obtain his liberty, till that minider was
difgraccd. He died in 1645, according to fome ; but, as others

fay, in 164^. Eefides being fo confummate a wit and poet, he

he is faid to liave been extremely learned ; and it is affirmed by
his intimate friend, who wrote the preface to his volume of

poems, that he underftood the Hebrew, Greek, Latin, Italian,

and FrenS^h languages.

QUIEN (Michael le), a French Dominican, and a very

learned man, v/as born at Boulogne in 1661, He was deeply

fkilled in the Greek, Arabic, and Hebrew languages ; and in

that fort of criticifm and learning, which is necellary to render

a man an able expounder of the Holy Scriptures. Father Pez-
ron, having attempted to eftablilh the chronology of the Septua-

gint againft that of the Hebrew text, found a powerful adverfary

in leQiiien; who publllhed a book in 1690, and afterwards ano-
ther, againft his " Antiquite des Terns retablie," a very fine

and well-written work. Qj^iien called his book *' Antiquite des

Terns detruite." He applied himfelf greatly to the ftudy of the

eaftern churches, and that of England ; and in particular wrote

againft Courayer upon the validity of the ordinations of the Englifti

bifhops : who, fays Voltaire, *< pay no more regard to thefe

difputes, than the Turks do to dilfertations upon the Greek
church [fJ." All this le Qi^iicn did out of great zeal to popery,

and to promote the glory of his church : but he did alfo a fervice

for which both proteftantifm and learning were obliged to him,

and on which account chiefly he is inferted here, when he pub-

liflied in 1712 an edition in Greek and Latin of the works of

Joannes Damafcenus, in 2 vols, folio. This did him great

honour : for the notes and diflertations, which accompany his

edition, fhew him to have been one of the moft learned men of

his age. His exceflive zeal for the credit of the Roman church

made him publilh another work in 4to, called, ** Panoplia

contra fchifma Gra^corum ;" in which he endeavours to refute

all thofe imputations of pride, ambition, avarice, and ufurpation,

that have To juftly been brought againft it. He projected, and

had very far advanced, a very large work, which was to have

exhibited an hiftorical account of all 'the patriarchs and inferior

prelates, that have filled the fees in Africa and the Eaft ; and the

Tf] Siecle de Louis XIV, torn. 11.

firft
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firft volume was printing at the Louvre, with this title, " Griens
Chrirtianus & Africa," when the author died at Paris in 1733.
QUILLET (Claudius), ati ingenious French writer, whofe

talent was L":*:in poetry, was born at Chinon, in ToiStaine,

about 1602. He Itudied phyfic, and pradifed it for fome years

in the btginning of his life. When Mr. De Laubardcmont,
counfellor of flate, and a creature of cardinal Richelieu, was
fent to take cognifance of the famous pretended pofleflion of the

nuns of Loudun, v.-ith fecret inftruclions doubtlefs to find real,

Qiiillet was in that town ; and believing it to be all a farce, with

a view of expoHpii; it, challenged the devil of thofe nuns, and
utterly nonplufled and confounded him. Laubardemont was
offended at it, snd ilfu-rd out a warrant againft Qiiillet ; v/ho,

perceiving the mummery to be carried on by cardinal Richelieu,

in order to deftroy the unhappy Grandier, and, at the fame time,

•as fome fuppofe, to frighten Louis XIIL thought it not fafe to

continue at Loudun, or even in France, and therefore immedi-
ately retired into Italy. This muft have happened a,bout 1634,
when Grandier was executed.

Arriving at Rome, h^ paid his re.fpe£ls frequently to the

marfnal D'Etrees, the J rench ambalTador ; and was foon after

received into his fervice, as lecretary of the embaily. He feems
to have returned with the marflial to France, after the death of

cardinal Richelieu. While he was at Rome, he began his poem
called *' Callipadia ;" the firft edition of which was printed at

Leydf n, 1655, with this title, ** Calvidii Leti Callipasdia, feu

de pulchrr prolis habendae ratione." Calvidius Letus is almolt

an anagram of his name. It is not known, what made him angry

with cardinal Mazarine ; but it is certain, that he refleifed very

fatirically upon his eminence in this poem. The cardinal fent

for him upon it ; and, after fome kind expoftulations upon what
he had written, alTured him of his erteem, and difmilled him
with a promife of the next good abbey that iho.uld fall \ which
he acccrdingly conferred upon him a few months after : and this

had fo good an effecl upon Quillet, that he dedicated the fecond

edition of his book to the cardinal, after haying expunged the

paiTages which had given him offence. It is remarkable, that

Julius Cxfar behaved in the fame manner, when he was lam-
pooned by Catullus : he invited the poet to fupper, and treated

him with fuch a generous civility, that he made him his friend

ever after. The fecond edition of " Callipa^dia" was printed

at Paris, 1656, with many additions, and Qiiillet's own name
to it : and the author fubjoincd two other pieces of Latin poetry,

one " Ad Eudoxum,^" which is a fi6litious name for fome cour-

tier ; another, *' In cbitum Petri Gaflendi, infignis Philofophi

& Aftronomi." Thefe are all the produilions of Quillet which
ever came from the orefe ; although he wrote a long Latin poem
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in twelve books, entitled *' Henriciados," inhonourof Henry IV.

of France, and tranflated all the fatires of Juvenal into French.

As to the *' Callip.-edia," it is eafy to conceive, that it was
very greedily read ; and though tlie fubje£l rs not always treated

with the greatert folidity, yet the verfification is allowed to be

every where beautiful. Some writers, however, have loudly

objedled to certain particularities in this poem, and ccnfured the

author very feverely for them. ** This abbot," fays Bailkt,
" intending to teach men how to get pretty children, has en-

deavoured to reduce all the precepts of that new art into four

books, in Latin verfe, entitled * Callipa^dia.' Though he does

not inform the public, how he gained his knowledge of fo many
fare particulars, it was neverthelefs, obferved, that, for an ab-

bot, he knew more on this article, than the molt experienced

among the laity ; and that he Was capable of teaching even nature

herfelf.—It is faid, that fome paflages in it are finely touched :

but it alfo contains defcriptions concerning procreation, which
are abominable, and unworthy of a man who has any CenCa of
modedy ; and he feems every where to glory in having read Pe-

tronius." In aiifwer to this, M. de la Monnoye has obferved,

in a note upon Baillet, that Qiiillet was no beneficed man, nor

had any connexion with the facred order, when he wrote the
*' Callipxdia." Bayle alfo has apologized for (^lillet ;

*' v.hofe

verfification, he fays, is very fine, and the poet appears therein

to have iludied Lucretius much more than Petronlus. Thofc
were not midaken, who told Baillet, that the author fpeaks

plainly concerning procreation ; but it is falfe to alTert, that this

is unworthy a man who has any fenfe of modelly : Abbot Qiiillet

faying nothing but v.-hat is found in grave writers on phyiic."

As to the merit of the poem, though it has ufually been much
admired, and on many accounts certainly with good reafon, yet

the above De la Monnoye, a moft competent and able judge, has

fpoken of it in terms not at all favourable. He thinks the great

reception it has met with, owing principally to the fubjeft
;

which, he fays, is often treated in a very frivolutfs way, efpe-

cially in the i'econd book, where there are many lines concern-

ing the different influences of the conftellationsupon conception.

He will not allow the verfification to refemble either that of Lu-
cretius or Virgil, blames the diction as incorreil, and difcovers

alfo errors in quantity. This is the judgement which the critic

and poet has paiTed upon Qiiillet's poem [c]. A third edition of

the " Callipcedia" was neatly printed at London in 1708, 8vo ; to

which, befides the two little Latin poems above-mentioned, was
fubjoined *' Scaevolae Sammarthani P^dotrophi^e, live de puero-

rum educatione, libri tres."

TgI Mwagiana, torn, lil. n 23/I.

Ouillet
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Quillet died in i66i, aged 59 ; and left all his papers, to-

gether with five hundred crowns for the printing his Latin poem
in honour of Henry IV, to Menage : but this, on feme account

or other, was never executed.

QUIN (James) [h]. This celebrated a61:or was born in

King-Itreet, Covent Garden, the 24th Feb. 1693 [i]. His an-

ceftors were of an ancient family in the kingdom of Ireland.

His father, James Qiiin, was bred at Trinity-college, Dublin,

whence he came to England, entered himfelf of Lincoln's-Inn,

and was called to the bar; but his father, Mark Qiiin, who had

been lord-mayor of Dublin in 1676, dying about that period, and

leaving him a plentiful eftate, he quitted England in 1700, for

his native coimtry; taking with him his fon, the obje6l of our

prefent attention [k].

The marriage of Mr. Qj^iin's father, was attended with cir-

cumftanccs which foiiiaterially affe£lcd the fubfequent interefl

of his fon, as probably very much to influence his deftination in

life. His mother was a reputed widow, who had been married

to a perfon in the mercantile way, and who left her, to purfue

fome trai^ick or particular bufinefs in the Well-Indies. He had

been abfent from her near feven years, without her having re-

ceived any letter from, or the lead information about him. He
was even given out to be dead, which report was univerfally

credited ; ihe went into mourning for him ; and fome time after

Mr. Qi^iin's father, who is faid to have then polfelfed an eftate

of loool. a year, paid his addreffes to her and married her.

The offspring of this marriage was Mr. Qiiin. His parents

continued for fome time in an undifturbed ftate of happinefs,

when the firft hufband returned, claimed his wife, and had her.

Mr. Quin the elder retired with his fon, to whom he is faid to

have left his property [l]. Another, and more probable accoinit

is[M], th;n the eftate was fufFered to defcend to the heir at law,

and the illegitimacy of Mr. Qiiin being proved, he was difpof-

feffed of it, and left to provide for himfelf.

[h] Soon after the death of M^r. Qnin, [i] Chetwood's Hiftory of the Stage,

there appeared a p?.mphlet entitled, '' The p. 152 ; 2nd Hiftory of the Englifh Stage,

Life of Mr. Jr.mes Quin, Comedim, with 174I5 p- 15a-

the Hiftory of the Stage from his com- [kJ In the Lifa of Anthony a Wood,
mencing A<3:or to his Retreat to Eitii," p. 139, we have an account of another

l2mo, printed for Blidon, 1766. From James Qnin, who was probably of the

that life, the former account in this wo.k lame family.

wai taken
J

but a life having been fmce [l] Victor's Hiftory of the Stage, vol.

given in the European Magizine, for May, iii. p. 90.—Mi. Vi(Sor fays, this account

&c. 1792, whv-:ein that trail is cenfured was given by Mi. Quin to two gentlemen

as highly iaaccurate, we have now adopted fome lime before his death,

principally the account given in the Ma- [m] Hiftory of the Stage, 1741, and
gazine; which appears to be founded on Checwood.

bitter authorities.

Quin
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Qviin received his education at Dublin, under the care of Dr.
Jones, until the death of his father in 1710, when the progrefs

of it was interrupted, we may prefume, by the litigations which
arofe about his e(tate. It is generally admitted, that he was
deficient in liteiature; and it has been faid, that he laughed at

thofe who read books by way of enquiry after knowledge,
faying, he read men—that the world was the belt book. This
account is believed to be founded in truth, and will prove tl>e

great ftrength of his natural underftanding, which enabled hiin

to eflablilh fo confiderable a reputation as a man of fenfe am!
genius.

Deprived thus of the property he expeflcd, and with no pro-

feflion to fupport him, though he is faid to have been intended

for'the law, Mr. Qiiin appears to have arrived at the age of
twenty-one years. He had, therefore, nothing to rely upon but

the exercife of his talents, and with thefe he foon fupplicd (he

deficiencies of fortune. The theatre at Dublin was then ftrng-

gling for an eitablifhmcnt, and there he made his firlt eOay.

The part he performed was Abel in '* The Committee," in the

year 17 14; and he reprefented a few other chara£lers, as Cleon
in *' Timon of Athens," Prince of Tanais in " Tamerlane,"
and others, but all of equal infignificance. After performing
one feafon in Dublin, he was advifed by Chetwood not to fmo-
ther his riling genius in a kingdom where there was no great

encouragement for merit. This advice he adopted, and came
to London, where he was immediately received into the com-
pany at Drury-lane. It may be proper here to mention, that he
repaid the friendfhip of Chetwood, by a recommendation which
enabled that gentleman to follow him to the metropolis.

At that period it was ufual for young a£lors to perform infe-

rior chara6:ers, and to rife in the theatre as they difplayed fkill

and improvement. In confornnity to this pradtice, the parts

which Qiiin had allotted to him were not calculated to pro-

cure much celebrity for him. He performed the Lieutenant of
the Towner in Rowe's " Jane Grey," the Steward in Gay's
" What d' ye Call It," and Vulture in " The Country LaiFes;"

all afted in 17 15. In December, 171 6, he performed a part of
more confequence, that of Antenor in Mrs. Centlivre's " Cruel
Gift;" but in the beginning of the next year we find him de-

graded to fpeak about a dozen lines in the chara£ler -of the

Second Player in " Three Hours after Marriage."

Accident, however, had juft before procured him an oppor-
tunity of difplaying his talents, which he did not negle£l:. An
order had been fent from the lord -chamberlain to revive t!ie play

of " Tamerlane" for the 4th of Nov. 17 16. It had accord-

ingly been got up with great magnificence. On the third night,

Mr. Mills, who performed Bajazet, was fuddcnly taken ill,

3 and

^1
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and appllcatioh was made to Qi^iin to J-ehd the part 5 a talk

which he executed fo much to tlie futisfa(5tion of the audience,

that he received a conliderable iliarc of applaufe. The next

right he made himfelf perfeft, and performed it with redoubled

proofs of approbation. On this occalion he was complimented
by feveral perfons of diflin£lion and dramatic tafte, upon his early

and rifmg genius. It does not appear that he derived any other

advantage at that time from his fuccefs. Impatient, therefore,

of his fituation, and dilTatisfied with his employers, lie deter-

mined upon trying his fortune at Mr. Rich's theatre, at Lin-
cohi's- Inn-fields, then under the management of IVIeif. Keene
and Chriftopher Bullock; and accordingly in 17 17 quitted

Drury-Iane, after remaining there two feafons. Chetvvood in-

linuates, that envy influenced fome of the managers of Dfury-
lane to deprefs fo rifing an a£lor. Be that as it may, he con-

tinued at the theatre he had chofen feventeen years, and during

that period fupported without difcredit, the fame characters

which were then admirably performed at the rival theatre.

Soon after he quitted Drury-lane, an unfortunate tranfaftion

took place, which threatened to interrupt, if not entirely to

Itop his theatrical purfuits. This was an unlucky rencwinter

between him and Mr. Bowen, which ended faiallv to the

latter. From the evidence given at the trial it appeared, that

on the 17th of April, 1718, about four or five o'clock in the

afternoon, Mr. Bowen and Mr. Qidn met accidentally at the

Fleece-tavern in Cornhill. They drank together in a friendly

manner, and jelled with each other for fome time, until at length

ihe converfation turned upon their performances on the ftage.

Bowen faid, that Quin had ailed Tamerlane in a loofe fort of a

manner; and Qiiin, in reply, obferved, that his opponent had

no occafion to value himfelf on his performance, fince Mr.
Johnfon, who had but feldom adled it, reprtfented Jacomo, in

" The Libertine," as well as he who had acted it often. Thefe
obfervations, probably, irritated them both, and the converfation

changed, but to another fubjeiSl not better calculated to produce

good-humour—the honefty of each party. In the -courfe of the

altercation, Bowen ailerted, that he was as hiontlt a iiian as any

in the world, which occafloned a (lory about his political tenets

to be introduced by Qiiin : and both parties being warm, a wager
was laid on the fubje6f, which was determined in favour of

Qiiin, on his relating that Bowen fometimes drank the health of

vhe duke of Ormond, and fometimes refufed it ; at the fame time

alking the referee how he could be as honeft; a man as aiiy m
the world, who ailed upon two different principles. The gen-

tleman who ailed as umpire then told Mr. Bowen, that if he in-

filled upon his claim to be as honeil a man as any in the world,

he
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he muft give it againft him. Here the difpute feemed to have

ended, nothing hi the reft of the converfation indicating any

remains of refentment in either paity. Soon afterwards, how-
ever, Mr. Bowen arofe, threw dov.n fome money for his rec-

koning, and left the company. In about a quarter of an hour

Mr. Qi.iin was called out by a porter fent by Bowen, and both

Qiiin and Bowen went together, firft to the Swan tavern, and

then to the Pope's-Head tavern, where a rencounter took place,

and Bowen received a wound, of which he died on the

20th of April following. In the courfe of the evidence it was
fworn, that Bowen, after lie had received the wound, declared

that he had had juftice done him, that there had been nothing but

fair play, and that if he died, he freely forgave his antagonift.

On this evidence Qiiin was, on the loth of July, found

guilty of manllaughter only, and foon after returned to his em-
ployment on the ftage [m].

This unhappy incident was not cnlculated to imprefs a favour-

able opinion of Q^iin on the public mind. When it is con-

ll.iered, however, in all its circumftances, it will not leave much
Itain upon his charafter. Whatever effeft it had at the time, he

lived to erafe the imprelhon it had made by many ads of bene-

volence ; and kindnefs to thofe with whom he was connected.

The theatre in which Qiu'n was eftabliflied, had not. the

patronage of the public in any degree equal to its rival at Drury-

lane, nor had it the good fortune to acquire thofe advantages

which faftiion liberally confers on its favourites, until feveral years

after. The performances, however, though not equal to thofe

at Drury-lane, were far from dcferving cenfure. In the feafoti

of 1 7 18-19, Mr. Quin performed in Buckingham's " Scipio

Africanus," and in 1719-20, "Sir Walter Raleigh," in Dr.

Sewell's play of that name ; and in the year had, as it appears,

two benefits, "The Provok'd Wife," 31ft of January, before

any other performer, and again, ** The Squire of Alfatia," on
the 17th of April. I'he fuccceding feafon he performed in

Buckingham's " Henry the Fourth of France," in *' Richard II."

as altered by Theobald, and in " The Imperial Captives," of

Mottley. The feafon of 1720-21 was very favourable to his

[m] The friendihip between Mr. Quin into the room in a fit of drunkennefs^

and Mr. Ryan is well known, and it is abufed Mr. Ryan, drew his fword on him,

fomething remarkable, that they were each wicii which he nr.ade three palTes before-

at the fame time embarraffeJ by a finiilar Ryan could get his own fword, which lay-

accident. We have already mentioned that in the window. With this he defended him-
Bowen received the wound which occa- felf, and wounded Mr. Kelly in the left (ide,

fioned his death on the 17th of April, who fell down, and immediately expired.

On the 20th of June, Mr. Ryan was at the It does not appear that Mr. Ryan was

Sun Eating-houfe, Long-acre, at fupper, obliged to take Iris trial for this homicide,

when a Mr. Kelly, who had before terri- the jury having probably brought in their

fied feveral companies by drawing his Iword vevditl, felf-defence.

on perfyiis whom he did not know, came

Vol, XII. G g reputation
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reputation as an aclor. On the 22d of Oftober, ** The Merry-
Wives of Windfor" was revived, in which he firft played Fal-
ftafl", with great increafe of fame. This play, which was well

fupported by Ryan, in Ford ; Spiller, in Dodor Caius; Boheme,
in Jiiftice Shallow; and Griffin, in Sir Hugh Evans; was adted

nineteen times during the feafon, a proof that it had made a very
favourable imprcHion on the public. In the feafon of i72t-22,
he performed in Mitchell's, or rather Hill's '* Fatal Extrava-
gance," Sturmy's *' Love and Duty," Philips's " Hibernia
Freed." The feafon of 1722-23 produced Fcnton's **Mariamne,"
the mofl: fuccefslul play that theatre had known, in which Mr.
Qijin performed Soheuuis. In the next year, 1723-24, he aded
in Jefferys' " Edwin," and in Philips's " Bclilariiis." The
feafon oi 1725 produced no new play in which Mr. Quin had
any part ; but on the revival of " Every Man in his Humour,"
he reprefented Old Knowell ; and it is not \inworthy of ob-

fervation, that Kitely, atterwards fo admirably performed by

Mr. Garrick, was alligned to Mr. Hippeiley, the Shuter or

Edwin of his day. In 1726, he performed in Southern's
*< Money's the Miftrefs;" and, in 1727, in Welfted's *' Dif-

fembled Wanton," and Frowde's " Fall of Saguntum."'

For a year or more before this period, Lincoln's Inn fields

theatre had, by the aliiftanoe of foine pantomimes, as the
*' Necromancer," " Harlequin Sorcerer," " Apollo and
Daphne," &c. been more frequented than at any time fince it

was opened. In the year 1728, was offered to the public a

piece which was fo eminently fuccefsful as fince to have intro-

duced a new fpecies of drama, the comic opera, and therefore

deferves particular notice. This Avas '* The Beggar's Opera,"
firft adied on the 29th of January, 1728. Chiin, whofe knov/-

ledge of the public tafte cannot be queflioned, w^as fo doubtful

of its fuccefs before it was afted, that he refufed the part of

Macheath, which was therefore given to Walker. Twe years

afterwards, 19th of March, 1730, Mr. Quin had the " Beg-

gar's Opera" tor his benefit, and performed the part of Mac-
heath himfelf, and received the fum of 206I. 9s. 6d. which
was feveral pounds more than any one night at- the common
prices had produced at that theatre. His benefit the pre-

ceding year brought him only 102I. i8s. od, and the fucceeding

only 129I. 3s. od. The feafon of 1728 had been fo occupied

by ** The Beggar's Opera," that no new piece w^as exhibited

in which Qiiin performed. In that of 1728-29 he per-

formed in Barford's " Virgin Qiieen," in Madden's *' Themif-
tocles," and in Mrs. Heywood's ** Frederic dtike of Brunf-

wick." In 1729-30 there was no new play in Avhich he per-

formed. . In 1730-31 he affifted.in Tracey's ** Periander," in

Frowde's " Philotas," in Jefferys' *' Merope," and in Theo-.
bald's
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bald's " Oreftes;" aiid in tlie next fcafon, 1 731-2, in Kelly's
•' Married Philofoplier."

On the f'eventh ot December, 1732, Covent-garden theatre

Was opened, and the company belonging to Lincoln's-Inn-

fields removed tiiitlier [n]. In the courfe of this feafon Mr.
Quin was called upon to exercife his talents in fmging, and
accordingly performed Lycomedes, in Gay's poflhumous opera
of ** Achilles," eighteen nights. The next feafon concluded
his fervice at Covent-garden. At this junfture the deaths of

Wilks, Booth, and Oldfield, and the fucceflion of Gibber,

had thrown the management of Drury-lane theatre into raw
and unexperienced hands. Mr. Highmore, a gentleman of
fortune, who had been tempted to intermeddle in it, had fuf-

tained h great a lofs, as to oblige him to fell his interelt to the

bed bidder. By this event the Drury-lane theatre came into

the polTellion of Cliarles Fleetwood, efq; who, it' is faid, pur-

chafed it in concert v/ith, and at the recommendation of, Mr.
Rich. But a difference arifmg between thefe gentlemen, the

former determined to feduce from his antagonilt his beft per-

former, and the principal fupport of his theatre. Availing

himfelf of this quarrel, Mr. Quin left Covent-garden, and in

the beginning of the feafon 1734-5 removed to the rival theatre,
*' on fuch terms," fays a writer who feems to be well-informed,
*' as no hired aftor had before received [o]."

During Qiiin's connection with Mr. Rich, he was em-
ployed, or at leaft confulted, in the conducl of the tlieatre by his

principal, as a kind of deputy-manager. While he was in this

lituation, a circumfi:ance took place which has been frequently

and variouily noticed [p], and which it may not be improper
to relate in the words of the writer laft quoted.

" When Mr. James Qiiin was a managing-afior under Mr.
Rich, at Lincoln'?-Inn-helds, he had a whole heap of plays

brought him, which he put in a drawer in his bureau. An
author had given him a play behind the fcenes, which I fuppofe

he might lofe or millay, not troubling his head about it. IVo
or three days after Mr. Bayes waited on him, to know how he
liked his play :—Q|iin told him fome excufe for its not being

received, and the author defired to have it returned. * There,'

fays Qiiin, * there it lies on that table,' The author took up
a play that was lying on the table, but on opening, found it

was a comedy, and his was a tragedy, and told Q^iin of his .

miftake. * Faith, then, fir,' faid he, ' I have loit your

[n] The play was " The Way of the [«t] Apology for the Life of Theo-
World." Pk and boxes at 5s. each. So philus Cibber, 8vo, 1740, p. 98, faid to

little attradion, however, had the new be written by Henry Fielding.

theatre, that the receipt of the houfe [p] Ste Roderick Random, vol. ii.

amounted but to 115I. os. od. p. 497.

G g 2 P^^y,"
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play.'— * Loft my pl'iy!' cries the bard.— * Yes, by God! I

have,' aufvvered the tragedian ;
' but here is a drawer full of

both comedies and tragedies, take any two you will in the room
of it.' The poet left him in high dudgeon, and the hero

ftalked acrofs the room to his Spa water and Rhenifti, with a

negligent felicity [CLJ."

From the time of Qi^iin's efhihliniment at Diiiry-lane imtil

the appearance of Garrick in 1741, he was generally allowed

the foremoft rank in his prorcHion. The elder Mills, who
fucceeded to Booth, was declining ; and Milward, an aftor

of fome merit, had not rifen to the height f'f his excellence,

which, however, was nf>t ;u the bcft very great ; and Boheme
was dead. His only competitor feems to have been Delane,

whofe merits were foon loft in indolent indulgence. In the

Life of Theophilns Cibber. juft quoted, the character of this

adlor, compared with that of Qiiiii, is drawn in a very impar-

tial manner.

In the year 1735. Aaron Hill, in a periodical paper, called

*' The Prompter," attacked fome of the principal a6lors of the

ftage, and particularly Colley Cibber and Mr. Qi^iin. " Cibber,"

fays Mr. Davies [^r I,
'* laughed, but Qj^iin was angry ; and

meeting Mr. Hill in the Court of Requefts, a fcuffle enfued

between them, which ended in the exchange of a few blows [s]."

Qiiin was hardly fettled at Drury-lane before he becaine

embroiled in a difpute relative to Monf. Poitier and Mad. Ro-
land, then two celebrated dancers, for whofe neglect of duty it

had fallen to his lot to apologize. On the 12th of December
the following advertifement appeared in the news-papers :

** Whereas on Saturday laft, the audience of the 1 heatre

Royal in Drury-lane was greatly incenfed at their difappointment

in M. Poitier and Mad. Roland's not dancing, as iheir names
were in the bills for the day; and Mr. Qi^iin, feeing no way to

appeafe the- refentment then fhewn, but by relating the real

mcifages fent from the theatre to know the reafons why they did

[ qJ] T. Gibber's Apology, p. 72. folemn is an error, as certainly, though

[r] Davies's Life of Giirrick, Vol. I. not as unpaictonably, as ue-ver to be lo.

p. 138.

[sj The following feems to be the pa-

ragraph which gave offence to the adlor :

" And as to you Mr. All-weight, you

lofe the advantages of your deliberate ar-

ticulation, diftindt ufe of paufing, folemn

fignificance, and that compofed air and

To paufe where no paufes are nece'.lary, ii

the way to deftroy their effect v.'Iicvc the

fenfe ftands in need of their aliiftance.

And, though dignity is finely mainiaii-ei

by the weight of majeftic compofure, yet

are there fcenes in your parts Where the

voice fhould be fnirp and impatient, the

gravity of your motion ; for though there look difordered and agonized, the aiflion

arlfes from all thefe good qualities an precipit.'te and turbulent 5—for the fako

efteem that will continue and increafe the of fuch difference ..;. w^ fee in fome f.r.ooth

number of your friends, yet thofe among canal, wliere the dream is fcarce vifible,

them who with beft to your intereft, will compared with the other end of the fame
be always uneafy at obferving perfection canal, rufhing rapidly down a cafc.ide, and

fo nearly wirhin your reach, and your breaking beauties which owe their attiac-

fpirits not difpofed to ftretch out and take tiori to their violence."

poUeffion. T^ bi alTJiiys deliberate aad

not
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not come to perform, and the anfvvers returned: and whereas

there were two ndverti laments in the Daily Poft of Tiiefday lafi:,

infiniiating that Mr. Qtiiii had with malice accufed the faid

Poitier and Mad. Roland: I therefore think it (in jidVice to

Mr. Qiiin] incumbent on me to aifure the public, that Mr. Qi^iin

has condnded hitnfelf in this point towards the abovemi.-ntioned,

Aviih the ftri61elt regard to truth and jnllice; and as Mr. Qtiin

has a6ted in this altair in my behalf, I think myfclf obliged to

return him thanks for (o lioitig.

" Charles Fleetwood."
After this d'r'claration, no further notice iee-; s (o have been

taken of the fr:)cas. A fliort time afterwards the delinquent

danceis made thiir apology to the public, and were received into

favour.

In the feafon of 1735, Qjjin performed in Lillo's " Chrif-

tian Hero," and Fielding's " Univerfal Gallant;" and in the

fticceeding one he iirli performed FalftafF in the " Second Part

of Henry IV." for his own benefit. In 1737 he performed in

Miller's ** Univerfal Paffion," and in 1737-8 in the fame au-

thor's " Art and Nature." It was in this feafon alfo that he

performed Comus, and had the fird opportunity of promoting

the interefl of his friend Thomfon, in the tragedy of *' Aga-
memnon." The author of '* The A6lor," (Dr. Hill), 1755,
p. 235, fays of him in the part of Comus: " In tins Mr. Qi^nn,

by the force of dignity alone, hid all his natural defcds, and

fupported the part at fuch a height, that none have been received

in it fince. He then proceeds to particular criticifms, Avhich

are rather bombaiiicai, and adds: " There was in all this

very little of gcfiure: the look, the elevated portnre, and the

brow of majeftv, did all. Tliis was moft jull; for as the. hero

of tragedy exceeds the gentleman of comedy, and therefore in

his general deport [nent is to nfe fewer geflures ; the deity of the

mafque exceeds the hero in dignity, and therefore is to be yet

more fparing."

He fays afterwards, at p. 189. '' The language of Milton, the

moft fublime of any in our tongue, fcemed formed for the mouth

of this player, and he did juftice to the fentiments, which in that

author are always equal to the language. If he was a hero in

Pyrriius, he was, as it became him, in Comus, a demi-god.

Mr. Qiiin was old when he performed this part, and his natural

manner grave ; he was thereforeUnfit in common things for a

youthful god of revels
;
yet did he command our attentfon and

applaufe in the part, in fpite of thefe and all his other difadvan-

tages. In the place of youth he had dignity, and tor vivacity

he gave us grandeur. The ainhor had connefted them in the

charader; and whatever young and fpirited player fhall attempt

it after him, we fhall reir.ember his manner, faulty as it was,

Gg 3 in
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in what he could not help; in what nature, not want of judg-
ment, mifreprefcnted it; fo as to fet the other in contempt."

Quin had the honour to enjoy the intimacy and efteem of Pope
' and other eminent men of his time. The friendlliip between
Thomfon and him is yet within the recolle61ion of many per-

fons living. ** The commencement of it," fays Dr. John-
fon, " is very honourable to Quin, who is reported to have

delivered Thomfon (then known to him only for his genius)

from an arrcit, by a very confiderable prcfent; and its continu-

ance is honourable to both ; for friendfhip is -not alv\'ays the fc-

<jucl of obligation [t]."

The feafou of 1738-9 produced only one new play in which
Quin performed, and that was " Muftapha" by Mr. Mallet

;

which, according to Mr. Davies[u], -was faid to glance both

at the king and lir Robert Walpole, in the characters of Soly-

inan the magnificent, and Rufcan his vizier. On the night of

its exhibition were ailembled all the chiefs in oppofition to the

court ; rnd many fpecches were applied by the audience to the

fuppofed giiev'ances of the times, and to perfons and characters.

The play was in general well asfiied ; more particularly the pans
of Solyman and Muftapha by Quin and Milward. Mr. Pope
was prefent in the boxes, and at the end of the play went be-

hind the fcenes, a place which he had not vifited for fome years.

He expreffed himfelf well plea fed with his entertainment
;

and particularly adddrcffed himfelf to Qiiin, who was greatly

flattered with the diflinftion paid him by fo great a man; and
when Pope's fervant brought his mafter's fcarlet cloke, Quin
infifted upon the honour of putting it on.

It was in the year 1739, on the 9th of March, that Mr. Qiiin

w^as engaged in another difpute with one of his brethren; which
by one who had already been convidled of manllaughter (how-
ever contemptible the perfon who was the party in the difference

might be) could not be viewed with indifference. This perfon

was no other than the celebrated Air. Theophihis Gibber, who
at that period, owing to fome difgraceful circumilances relative

to his conducEl to his wife, was not held in the inoft refped-

abie light. Quin's farcafm on him is too grofs to be heie

inferted. It may, however, be read in the " Apology for Mr.
Gibber's Life," afcribed to Fielding. The circumftances of the

duel we fhall relate in the words of one of the periodical w riters

of the times. " About (even o'clock a duel was fought in the

piazza, Govent Garden, between Mr. Qi^iin and Mr. Gibber;
the former pulling the latter out of the Bedford cofFee-houfe, to

anfwer for fome words he had ufcd in a letter to Mr. Fleetwood,

relating to his refufing to atH: a part in King Lear for Mr. Qiiin's

benefit on Thurfday fe'nnight. Mr. Gibber v/as flightly wounded

[t] Johnfon's Life of Thomfon. [u] Life of Garrii-k., Vol. IL p. 34'

in
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in the arm, and Mr. Qiiin wounded in his fingers: after each

had their wounds drelTed, they came into the Bedford cofFee-houfe

and abufed one another; but the company prevented further

mifchief."

In the fea Ton of 1 739-40 there was a<Sted at Drury-lane theatre,

on the 1 2th of November, a tragedy, entitled ** The Fatal

Retirement," by a Mr. Anthony Brown, which received its

condemnation on the firft night. In this play Quin had

been folicited to perform, which he refufed; and the ill-fuccefs

which attended the piece irritated the author and his friends fo

much, that they afcribcd its failure to the abfence of Quin,

and, in confequence of it, repeatedly infulted him for feveral

nights afterwards when he appeared on the flage. This illi-

beral treatment he at length refentcd, and determined to repel.

Coming forward, therefore, he addrefled the audience, and in-

formed them, " that at the requeft of the author he had read his

piece before it was afted, and given him his fmcere opinion

of it ; that it was the very word play he had ever read in his

life, and^or that reafon had refufed to a£i in it." This fpirited

explanation was received with great applaufe, and for tl^e future

entirely filenced the oppofition to him [w]. In this feafon he
performed in Lillo's " Elmerick."

The next feafon, that of 174.0-41, concluded Qiiin's en-
gagement at Drury-lane. In that period no new play was pro-

duced ; but on the revival of ** As You Like It," and " The
Merchant of Venice," he performed, for the firft time, the parts

of Jaques and Antonio, having declined the part of the Jew,
which was offered to him, and accepted by Macklin. The
irregular condu6l of the manager, Mr. Fleetwood, was at this

time fuch, that it can excite but little furprife that a inan like

Qiiin (hould find his (ituation fo uneafy as to be induced
to relinquifh it. In the fummer of 1741, Mr. Quin, Mrs.
Clive, Mr. Ryan, and Mademoifelle Chateaimeuf, then efteemed

the beft female dancer in Europe, made an excurlion to Dublin.
Qiiin had been there before, in the month of June, 1739,
accompanied by Mr. Giffard, and received at his benefit 126I,

at that time efteemed a great fum [x].

On his fecond vifit " Q^^iin opened with his favourite part of
Cato [y], to as crouded an audience as the theatre could contain,

Mrs. Clive next appeared in Lappet in " The Mifer." She
certainly was one of the befl that ever played it. And Mr. Ryan
came forward in lago to Qiiin's Othello. With fuch ex-
cellent performers, we may naturally fuppofe the plays were
admirably fuftained. Perhaps it will fcarcely be credited, that

[w] Biographia Dramatica, Vol. JI. p. 121. '

[xj Hitchcock's View of the Iriih Stage, p. loz. [y] Ibid. p. 113.

Gg 4 fo
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fo finifhed a comic acflrefs as Mrs. Clive could fo far jpldake
her abilitiep, as to play Lady Townly to Qi^iin's Lord Townly

. and Mr. Ryan's Manly; Cordelia to Qi^iin's Lear and Ryan's

Edgar, Sec. However, Ihe made ample amends by her per-

formance of Nell, the Virgin Unmafqued, the Country Wife,
and Euphrofyne in ** Comus," which was got up on piir-

pofe, and a6led for the firft time in Ireland." Qi^iin feems to

have attended the Dublin company to Cork and Limerick; and

the next feafon 1741-42, we find him performing in Dublin,

where he a6led the part of Juftice Balance in " The Recruiting

Officer,'' at tl-.e opening of the theatre in 0£lober, on a govern-

ment night [zj. He aiterwards performed Jaques,. Apemantus,
Richard, Cato, Sir John Brute, and Falftaff, unfupported by

any perfornier of em/mence. In December, however, Mrs.

Cibber arrived, and performed Indiana to his young Bevil ; and

afterwards they were frequenilv in the fame play, as in Chatnont

and Monimia, in " The Orphan ;" Comus and the Lady, Duke
ajKl Ilabella, in " M- afure for Mcafure;" Fryar and Qijeen, in

*' The Spanifn Friar;" Horatio and Califta, in the '' Fair Pe-

nitent," &c. &c. with uncommon applaiafe, and generally to

crouded houfes. The (late of the Iriih flage was then fo low,

that it was often found that the whole receipt of the houfe was
not more than fufficient to difcharge Qiiin's engagement; and fo

attentive was he to his own interef!;, and fo rigid in demanding
its execution, that we are told by good authority he refufed to

let the curtain be drawn up till the money was regvdarly brought

to him [a].

He leit Dublin in Feb. 1741-2, and on the 25th of March
afTifted the widow and four children of Milward the actor (who
died the 6th of February preceding,} and performed Cato for

their benefit. On his arrival in London he found the attention

of the theatrical public -entirely occupied by the merits of Mr.
Garrick, who in Ocluber preceding had begun his theatrical

career, and was then performing with prodigious fuccefs at

Goodman's- fields. The fame of the new performer afforded

no pleafi.'re to Qiiin, who farcaftically obferved that " Gar-
rick was a new religion, and that Whitfield was followed for a

time; but they would all come to church again." This obfer-

vation being communicated to Mr. Garrick, he wrote the fol-

lowing epigram

:

Pope ^irif who damns all churches but his own,
Complains that herefy corrupts the town:
That Whitfield Garrick has milled the age.

And taints the found religion of the flage.

[r] Hitchcock's View of the Irifli Stage, p. 115.

[aJ Sheridan's Humble Appeal to the Public, 8vo. 1578, j). 17.

Thou
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*' Schlfm," he cries, *• has tiirn'd the nation's brain.

But eyes will open, and to church again!"

Tliou great infallible, forbear to roar.

Thy bulls and errors are rever'd no more;

V/hen^dodrines meet with gen'ral approbation,

It is not herefy but reformation.

In the feafon of 1742-43, Qi'in returned to his former

mafter, Rich, at Covent Garden theatre, where he oppofed

Garrick at Drury-lane ; it muft be added, with very little

fuc'cefs. But though the applaufe the latter obtained from

the public was not" agreeable to Qi^iin, yet we find^ that a

fchcnie was propofed and agreed to, though not carried into

execution, in the fummer of 1743, for rhem to perform to-

gether for their mutual benefit a few nights at Lincoln's-inn-

fields theatre [b].- On the failure of this plan Qi^iin went

to Dublin, where he had the mortification to find the fame of

Mr. Sheridan, then new to the itage, more adverfe to him than

even Garrick's had been in London. Inftead of making a

profitable bargain in Dublin, as he hoped, he found the ma-

nagers f the theatres there entirely indifpofed to admit him.

.After ffaying there a fhort time, he returned to London, without

effeaing the purpofe of his journey [c], and in no good hu-

mour with the new performers.

In the i:tu(on of 1743-44 Q^iin, we believe, palTed without

any engagement, but in that of 1744-5 he was at Covent Garden

again, ""and performed King John, in Gibber's " Papal Ty-

ranny."' The next year fcems to have been devoted to repofe

;

whether from indolence, or inability to obtain the terms he re-

quired from the managers, is not very apparent. Both may

have united. It was fome of thefe periods of relaxation that

gave occafion to his friend Thomfon, who had been gradually

writing the " CaffTe of Indolence" for fourteen or fifteen

years [d], to introduce him into the Maniion of Idlenefs,

in this ifanza:

Here whilom ligg'd th' Esopus of the age
;

But, call'd by Fame, in foul ypricked deep,

A noble pride reflor'd him to the ffage.

And rous'd him like a gyant from his fleep.

Even from his (lumbers we advantage reap,

With double force th' enliven'd fcene he wakes,

Yet quits not Nature's bounds. He knows to keep

Each due decorum: Now the heart he ihakes,

And now with well-urg'd fenfe th' enlighten'd judgment

takes.

[b] Macklin's Reply to Ganick's Anfwer, 1745, p. 19.

[c] Davies's Life of Garrisk, Vol. I. p. 83.

fp] Lord Buchan's Life of Thomfon, p. zaS.
^ He
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He had the next feafon, 1746-7, occafion to exert hinifelf,

being engaged at Covent Garden with Garrick. ** It is

not, perhaps," fays Mr. Davies[E], *' more difficuh to fettle

the covenants of a league between mighty monarchs, than

to adjud the preliminaries of a treaty in which the high and
potent princes of a thentre are the parties. Mr. Garrick and

Mr. Q^iin had too much fenfe and temper to fquabblc about

trifles. After one or two previous and friendly meetings, they

felecled fuch chara6lers as they intended to ad, without being

obliged to join in the fame play. Some parts were to be a£l:ed

alternately, particularly Richard III. and Othello." The fame
writer adds :

" Mr. Q\iin foon found that his competition with

Mr. Garrick, whofe reputation was hourly incrcafing, whilft

his own was on the decline, would foon become ineiredtual.

His Richard the Third conld fcarce draw together a decent ap-

pearance of company in the boxes, and he was with fome [f]

difficulty tolerated in the part, when Garrick afted the fame

character to crouded houfes, and v^'ith very great appiaufe."
*' The town often wifhed to fee thefe great a6lors fairly

matched in two chara£^ers of almoil equal importance. The
Fair Penitent prefented an opportunity to difpiay their feveral

merits, though it mufl: be owned that the balance was as much
in favour of Qiiin, as the advocate of virtue is fuperior in argu-

inent to the defender of profligacy. The Ihouts of appiaufe

when Horatio and Lothario mtt on the flage together (14th

Nov. 1746), in the fecond aft, were fo loud, and fo often re-

peated, before the audience permitted them to fpeak, that the

combatants feemed to he difconcerted. It was obferved, that

Qiiin changed colour, and Garrick feemed to be embarralfed;

and it muft be owned, that thcfe aclors were never lefs mafters

of themfelves than on the firll night of the conteft for pre-

eminence. Qn'iVr was too proud to own his feelings on the

occafion; but Mr. Garrick was heard to fay, *' Faith, I be-

lieve Qviin was as much frightened as myfelf." The play

was repeatedly a£ted, and with confl:ant appiaufe, to very bril-

liant audiences ; nor is it to be wondered at, for, befides the

novelty of feeing the two rival aclors in the fame tragedy, the

Fair Penitent was admirably played by Mrs. Cibber."

It was in this feafon that Mr. Garrick produced ** Mifs in

her Teens," the fuccefs of which is faid by Mr. Davies [g] to

[z] Life of Garrick, Vol. I. p. 95. afferts that Mr. Quin did not perform in

[f] In the Cendeman's Magazine, any piece afted with this popular farce.

Oflt. 1750. p. 439, is a regifter of plays On the contrary, he afted Caled on the

a.'led that month, in which we find the third night, and Sir John Brute on the

following article—"26. Richard III. Quin ninth. At the benefits he a£led oftener

(much hified;) Queen, Cibber (firft time before it than he omitted. It ran not a

of her afting it.)" month or five weeks, as Mr. Davies fup-

[g] Life of Garrick, Vol. I. loz. Mr. pofes, but only eighteen nights.

Diviti is, however, miflaken when he

have
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have occafioned no fmall mortification to Mr. Quin. He,
however, did not think it prudent tOTcfufe Mr. Garrick's offer

of performing it at his benefit ; a^id^ccordingly the following

letter Avas prefixed to all Quin's advertifements :

" Sir,
** I am ferry that my prefent bad ftate of health makes me

incapable of performing fo long and fo laborious a character
as Jaffier this feafon. If you think my playing in the farce

will be of the leaf! fervice to you, or any entertainment to the
audience, you may command

** Your humble fervant,

Alarch 25. *' D. Garrick."

It was this feafon alfo in which " The Sufpicious Hufband"
appeared. The part of Mr. Strickland was offered to Mr. Quin,
but he refufed it; and in confequence it fell to the lot of Mr.
Bridgewater, who obtained great reputation by his performance
of it.

At the end of the feafon Quin retired to Bath, which he had
probably chofen already for his final retreat; being, as he faid,

" a good convenient home to lounge away the dregs of life in."

The manager and he were not on good terms, and each feems
to have determined to remain in fiiUen filence till the other

Ihould make a propnfal. In November, however, Quin thought

proper to make a flight advance ; and the negotiation is faid to

have paffed in the following curious manner. Qj_iin wrote to

Rich in the mod: laconic ftyle: " I am at Bath. Your's, Qiiin."

The manager replied no lefs laconically, *' Stay there and be
d—d. Your's, Rich." He remained therefore during the winter

unemployed, and it has been aiferted that Garrick was inftru-

mental in preventing his engagement. The fire in Cornhill,

March, 1748, gave him, however, an opportunity at once of

fhewing himfelf, and his readinefs to fuccour diltrefs. He ailed

Othello at Covent Garden, for the benefit of the fufferers, having

quitted Bath on purpofe, and produced a large receipt. Soon
after he had a benefit for himfelf. For the feafon of 1748-9
he was engaged again, and on the 13th of January 1749 the

tragedy of Coriolanus, by Thomfon, who died in the preceding

Auguii, was brought out at Covent Garden. Qi^iin, whofe in-

timacy with him has been already mentioned, atled the prin-

cipal part, and fpoke the celebrated prologue, written by lord

Lyttelton. When he pronounced the following lines, which
are in themfelves pathetic, all the endearments of a long friend-

Ihip rofe 'at once to his imagination, and hejuftified them by

real tears.

He lov'd his friends (forgive this gufhing tear,

Alas, I feel I am no a6tor here ;j

Alas,
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He lov'd his friends, with fiich a warmth of heart,

So clear of intereft, fo devoid of art,

Such generous freedom, fuch unfhaken zeal,

No words can fpeak it—but our tears may tell.

A deep figh filled up the judicious break in the laft line, and
the audience felt the complete efFe£l of the flrongeft fympathy.

About the fame time Cato was performed at Leicefter houfe by
the family of Frederick prince of Wales, and Qi^iin, whom
thai prince flrongly patronized, was employed to inltrucl the

young performers. From his judgment in the Englifli language,

he was alfo engaged to teach his prefent majefty, and the otiier

Toyal children, a correct mode of pronunciation, and delivery

;

on which account, when the theatrical veteran was afterwards

informed of the graceful manner in which the king pronounced

bis firif fpeech in parliament, he is faid to have excUimed with

eagernefs, '* I taught the boy!"
The next feafon opened with a very powerful company at

Covent Garden, and it is faid that Garrick endeavoured, but in

vain, to detach Quin from that houfc. His benefit was Othello,

in which, for that night, he adled lago, while Barry took

the part of Othello. This was on the i8th of March 1751,
only three days before the death of his patron the prince of

Wales; and the houfe, notwithftanding the novelty ariling from
the change of parts, was thin. On the loth of May he per-

formed Horatio in the Fair Penitent, and with that character

concluded his performances as a hired aftor. He now carried

into execution his plan of retiring to Bath, but vifited London
in the two fucceeding feafons, to peiform Falftaff for the benefit

of his old friend Ryan. The lafi: time of his appearance on the

ftage was the 19th of March 1753, on which night the ftage,

pit, and boxes, W'ere all at the advanced price of 5s. The
next year, finding himfelf difabled by the lofs of his teeth, he

declined giving his former alFiftance, faying in his charafteriflio

manner, " By G— I will not whillle Falftuff for any body;

but I hope the town will be kind to my friend Ryan, they

cannot ferve an honefter inan." He exerted himfelf, however,

to difpofe of tickets for him, and continued his attention to the

end of Ryan's life. Mr. Davies fays, in his Life of Garrick,

that, to make up the lofs of his ov.m annual performance, he

preftnted his friend with no lefs a fum than 500I.

Quin had always obferved a prudent oeconomy, which enabled

him, while on the ftage, to aifcrt a chara6ter of independence,

and, when he quitted it, fecured to him a competent *provifion.

There is no reafon to fuppofe that he repented withdrawing

from the public eye, though in 1760 Nafh was perfuaded, pro-

bably by fome wags, to fancy that Quia intended to fupplant

him
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him in his office of mafter of the ceremonies. Towards the

latter end of his life, when all competition for fame had ceafed,

he began to be on terms of friendly intercourfe with Garrick
j

after which he made occafional vifus to Hampton. It was oa
a vifit there that an eruption firft appeared on his hand, which
the phyficians Jeared would turn to a mortification. This was
prevented by large quantities of bark; but his fpirits were
greatly afFe(5led by the apprehenfion, and when the firft dan2;er

v.as furmounted a fe\er came on, of which he died, at his houfe
at Bath, in his 73d year, Jan. 21, 1766. When he found his laid

hour approaching he faid, " I could wilh this laft tragic fcene

were over, but 1 hope to go through it with becoming dignity."

It remains to fay a few words on the charader of Qt^iin. He
has been reprefented by fome perfons as ftern, hatighty, luxuri-

ous, and avaricious. Dr. Smollet, who probably knew him
well, fays of him, in his Humphrey Clinker, " How far he
may relax in his hour of jollity I cannot pretend to fay ; but
his general converfation is condu^led by the niceft rules of pro-
priety, and Mr. James Qiiin is certainly one of the beft bred
men in the kingdom. He is not only a inofl: agreeable compa-
nion, but (as I am credibly informed) a very honeft man ; highly

fufceptible of friendfhip ; warm, fteady, and even generous in

his attachinents; difdaining flattery, and incapable of meannefs
and diiTimnlation. Were I to judge, however, froin Qj^iin's

eye alone, I ihould take him to be proud, infolent, and cruel,

lliere is fomething remarkably fevere and forbidding in his

afpect, and I have been told he was ever difpofed to infult his

inferiors and dependents. Perhaps that report has influenced

my opinion of his looks.—You know we are the fools of pre-

judice." It appears that the unfavourable parts of his character

have been generally exaggerated, and that he had many exceU
lent qualities. His wit was ftrong, but frequently coarfe, though
it is probable that many of the grofs things which have been
repeated as his, have been invented to fuit his fuppofed manner.
Perhaps the following character, which is faid to have been
written by one of the lafl: of his friends, approaches more nearly

to truth than any other.

" Mr. Qiiin was a man of ftrong, pointed fenfe, with ftrong

paflions and a bad temper; yet in good-humour he was an ex-
cellent companion, and better bred than many who valued them-
felves upon good-manners. It is true, when he drank freely,

which was often the cafe, he forgot himifelf, and there was a
fediment of brutality in him when you fhook the bottle; but he

made you ainple amends by his pleafantry and good fenfe when
he was fober. He told a flory admirably and concifely. and
his expreflions were ftrongly marked ; however, he often had
an aflumed character, and fpoke in blank verfe, which procljred

him
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him refpe6l from fome, but expofed him to ridicule from others,

who had difcernraent to fee through his potnp and affectation.

He was fenfual, and loved good eating, but not fo much as was

generally reported with fome exaggeration ; and he was luxurious

in his defcriptions of thofe turtle and venifon feafts to which he

was invited. He was in his dealings a very honeft fair man,

yet he underftood his interefl, knew how to deal with the

managers, and never made a bad bargain with them ; in truth,

it was not an eafy matter to over-reach a man of his capacity

and penetration, united with a knowledge of mankind. He
was not fo much an ill-natured as an ill-hunnoured man, and he

was capable of friendfhip. His airs of importance and his gait

wasabfurd; fo that he might be faid to walk in blank verfe

as well as talk ; but his good fenfe corrected him, and he did

not continue long in the fits. I have heard him reprefented as

a cringing fawning fellow to lords and great men, but I could

never difco\er that mean difpofition in him. I obferved he was

decent and refpedtful in high company, and had a very proper

behaviour, without arrogance or difndcnce, which made him
more circumfpedt, and confequently lefs entertaining. He was

not a deep fcholar, but he feemed well acquainted with the

works of Dryden, Milton, and Pope; and he made a better

figure in company, with his ftock of reading, than any of the

literary perfons I have feen him with.

" It has been the faHuon of late to run down his theatrical

charafter ; but he {lands unrivalled in his comic parts of FalftafF,

The Spanifh Fryar, Volpone, Sir John Brute, &c. and furely

he had merit in Cato, Pierre, Zanga, Coriolanus, and thofe

Item manly charact:er3 which are now lolt to our Itage. He
excelled where grief was too big for utterance, and he had

ftrong feelings, though Churciiill has pronoimced that he had

none. He had defetts, and fome bad habits, which he con-

tracted early, and which were incurable in him as an a6tor."

QUINAULT (Philip), a celebrated French poet, was born

of a good family at Paris in 1635. He cultivated poetry from

his infancy, and was but eighteen, when his comedy, called

*• Les Soeurs rivales," was brought upon the flage. This was

fucceeded by fifteen dramatic pieces, which were played between

the years 1654 and 1666. At the marriage of Louis XIV. a

kind of allegorical tragedy was to be compnfed ; and Qiiinault,

being a young man of an agreeable appearance, was appointed

to do it. The fubjedt was " Lyfis and Hefperia:" Spain being

meant by Hefperia, and France by Lyfis. Qiiinault had juft

gained great reputation by his ** Falfe Tiberius;" which, though

a bo.4 performance, met with prodigius fuccefs. ** Lyfis" had

not the fame fortune: it was played at the Louvre in 1660, but

had nothing beautiful, except the machinery. In the mean
time.
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time, Qiiinault was not entirely devoted to poetr}': he applied

himfelf to the ftudy ot the law, and made his fortune by it;

for, marrying the widow of a rich merchant, to whom he had

been very iifeful in his profeflion, he was by her means advanced

to the place of auditor of accounts.

He afterwards turned hirnfeif to the compofmg of operas,

which were fet to mufic by the famous Lully ; and Lully was
charmed with a poet, whofe verfes were not fo full of force,

but that they eafily yielded to the capricious airs of mufic. 1'he

faiirifts of his time lafhed him on this account: they reprefented

his poetry as without nerves; and faid of his verfes, as fome
cenfors did of Horace's, that a thoufand fuch might be made in

a day. Boileau is frequently fevere on this author, not for the

feeblcnefs of his poetry, but for its foftnefs, its etFcminacy, its

tendency to enervate the mind and corrupt the morals:

** la morale lubrique
*' Qt^ie Lully rechaufFa des fons de la mufique."

Boileau had once occailon to fpeak of Qiiinault, more explicitly,

and it may not be amifs to tranfcribe the parage; which is to be

found in his " Critical Refle6lions upon fome paiTages in Lon-
ginus," and runs thus: *' I do not mean here to calf the lead

(lur upon the memory of Mr. Quinault, who, notvvithftandin^

aii our poetic fracas, died in friendfliip with me. He had, 1
own, a great deal of genius, and a very fmgular talent in

writing verfes fit for mufic. But then thefe verfes had no great

force in them, nothing elevated: and it was their very feeblenefs,

Vvhich made them fitter for the mufician, to whom they owe
their principal glory. In ihort, his Operas are the only part of
his works that are enquired after, and principally for the fake

of the mufic that accompanies them: his other dramatic pieces

have long fince ceafed to be a£l:cd, fo long that fcarcely any one
remembers them. As to Mr.., Quinault himfelf, he was a very

honed man ; and withal fo modeit, that I am perfuaded, if he
were alive, he would not be lefs offended with the extravagant

praifes given him by Mr. Perrault, than with the flrokes in my
fatires." Qifinault has found another advocate in Voltaire, who
commends him *' for his lyric poetry, and for the mildnefs with
which he oppofed the unjufi: fatires of Boileau.—Qiiinault,"

Hiys he, '* in a manner of writing altogether new, and the

more difficult for its feeming eafinefs, deferves iikewife a place

among thefe illuflrious contemporaries. It is well known with

how little juffice Boileau endeavoured to depreciate this poet r

jior ought we to dilTemble, that Boileau, though admirable ir*

other refpedfs, had never learned to facrifice to the Graces. It

was in vain, that he fought all his life to humble a man, whofe
acquaintance with them was his diilinguifhed excellence. The

4 trueft
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trued elogium of a poet is, when his verfes are thought wor-
thy the regard of pofterity. This has happened to whole
fcenes of Quinault: an advantage, which no Italian opera ever

yet attained [h]. The French mufic has continued in a ftate

of fimplicity, which is not to the tafte of any nation : but the

artlefs and inimitable ftrokes of nature, which frequently ap-

pear with fo many charms in Qiiinault, ftill pleafe, in all parts

of Europe, thofe who undtrftand our language, and are pof-

fefled of a refined taifc. Did antiquity furnifh fiich a poem
as * Armida,' with what veneration would it be received! But
Quinault is a modern [i]."

1' his poet died in 1688, after having enjoyed a handfome
penfion from Louis XIV. many years. We are told, that he

was an extreme penitent in his laft illnefs, for all his cnmpo-
fitions which tended to infpire love and pleafure. We fhould

not forget to obfcrve, that he was chofen a member of the

French academy in 1670, and of the academy of ini'criptions in

1674. His lite is prefixed to the edition of his works in

171';;.

QUINTILIANUS (Marcus Fabius), an illuftrious rhe-

torician and critic of antiquity, and a moft excellent author,

was born in the beginning of the reign of Claudius C*far,

about the year of Chri{t42[K]. Aufonius calls him Hifpa-

num and Calagurritanum; whence it has ufually been fuppofed,

that he "w^as a native of Calagurris, or Calahorra, in Spain.

It may be fo: it is however certain, that he was fcnt to Rome,
even in his childhood, where he fpent his youth, and com-
pleted his education ; having applied himfelf moft particularly

to the cultivation of the art of oratory. In the year 61,

Galba was fent by the emperor Nero into Spain, as governor

of one of the provinces there: and Qiiintilian, being then

nineteen years old, is fuppofed to have attended him, and to

have taught rhetoric in the city of Calagurris, all the while

Galba continued in Spain. I^ence it is, according to fome,

that he was called Calagurritanus, and not from his being

born in that city. Thefe are perfuaded, in fliort, that he was
aftually born in Rome, all his kindred and conne6lions be-

longing to that city, and his whole life from his infancy being

fpent there, except the feven years of Galba's government in

Spain : and the memorable line of Martial, addrefling him
thus : " Gloria Romance, Qiiintiliane, togx," greatly favours

fuch a fuppofition : Martial, who was himfelf a Spaniard,

being fond of claiming his celebrated countrymen in his " Epi-

[h] This is a ftrange afTertion. The 29, and under the word Quinault.
operas of Metaftafio muft furely have been [k] Dodwelli Annules Quintiliani,

jfamous before this paffage was written. Lond. 1658, Svo.

[i] Siecle de Louis XIV. torn. ii. ch.

3 grams."
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grams." In the year 68, upon the death of Nero, Galba re-

lurned to Rome, and took Qiiintilian with him: who there

taught rhetoric at theexpence of the government, being allowed

a falary out of the public treafury. He taught it with the

higheft reputation, and formed many excellent orators, who
did him great honour ; among whom was the younger Pliny, who
continued in his fchool, to the year 78. He taught rhetoric for

twenty years; and then, obtaining leave of Domitian to retire,

he applied himfelf to compofe his admirable book, called " In-

ifitutiones Oratoria;." This is the moll complete work of its

kind, which antiquity has left us ; and the defign of it is to

form a perfedl orator, who is accordingly condudled therein,

and furnifhed with proper inflrudlions, from his birth even to

his death. It abounds with excellent precepts ot all kinds,

relating to manners as well as criticifm ; and cannot be read

by perfons of any age, but with the greatell proht and ad-

vantage. " It would have been very prejudicial to the literary

world," fays Mr. Bayle [l], '* had Qiiintilian's works been
loft, he being an excellent author : and it were to be wifhed,

that all perfons, who mean to be authors, would, before they

take up the pen for that purpofe, read him very attentively.

I am extremely forry, that I did not know the importance of
this advice, till it was too late." The firft entire copy of the
** Inftitutiones Oratoriae," for the Quintilian then in Italy was
terribly mutilated and imperfcdl:, was difcovered by Poggius at

the bottom of an old tower in the monaftery of St. Gall, at the

time of holding the council of Conftance. The moft ufe'ful

edition of this work is that of Capperonerius, at Paris, 1725,
in folio, whatever the verbal critics may fay of Barman's,

1720, in 2 vols. 4to. Capperonerius has prefented us with a
lift of more than ninety editions of it.

In the mean time, Qiiintilian not only laid down rules for

juft fpeaking, but exhibited alfo his eloquence at the bar. He
pleaded, as he himfelf tells us, for queen Berenice in her pre-

fence[M]; and grew into fuch high repute, that his pleadings

were written down in order to be fold to the bookfellers. This
pra6lice, however, which by the help of fliort-hand prevailed

in Rome, as it has fince done in other countries, fometimes

did great injury to authors, by occafioning their works to ap-

pear under their names in a very imperfe6l ftate. Quintilian

fuffered on this account, as the following palfage in him plainly

fhews: ** The only quxre in the caufe of Naevius Aponianus
was, whether he threw his wife headlong, or whether ftie vo-

luntarily caft herfelf down [n]. This is the only pleading,"

[l] Dift. Quintilian. [m] Inft. Orat. lib. iv> In Prsef.

[n] Inft. Orat. lib. iv. inPraef. lib. vu. ca.

Vol. XII. Hh fays
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fays he, " I have yet publiflied, to which I will own I was
induced by a youthtul thirlt after glory. For as to the relJ

which go under my name, as they were corrupted by the

rbPgligence of the writer, whofe only view was gain, they

contain but very little of Avhat I can call my own." This
declaration of Qi^iintilian, when he was growing old, and
had retired from bufiiiefs, may teach us what judgement to

form of the *' Declamationes," which Hill go under his name^
and have frequently been printed with the *' Inltitutiones Ora-
toria?." Burman tells us in his preface, that he fubjoined them
to his edition, not becaufe they were worthy oi any man's
time and pains, but that nothing might feem wanting to the

curious. He will not allow them to be Qiiintilian's, but fub-

fcribes to the judgement of thofe critics, who fuppofe them to-

be the produ(flions of different rhetoricians in different ages
j

fince, though none of them can be thought excellent, fome are

rather more elegant than others.

The anonymoijs dialogue " De Oritoribus, five de caufis

corruptas eloquentia;," has fometimes been printed with Quin-
tilian's works

;
yet the critics do not fuppofe it to be his.

Many afcribe it to Tacitus, and it is commonly printed with
the works of that hiftorian[o] ; and a polite fcholar, now
living, feems inclined to give it to the younger Pliny; " be-

caufe," fays he, *' it exadlly coincides with his agcj is ad-

dreffed to one of his particular friends and correfpondents, and
is marked with fome fimilar cxpreffions and fentiments. But
as arguments of this kind are always more impofing than folid,"

he wifely leaves it as " a piece, concerning the author of which
nothing fatisfaclory can be colleded," only " that it is evi-

dently a compofition of that period, in which he flourifhed."

It was afcribcd to Qviintiiian, becaufe he actually wrote a book
upon the fame fubjecl, and with the fame title, as he himfelf

declares [p] : yet the critics are convinced by fufficient argu-

ments, that the dialogue, or rather fragment of a dialogue,

now extant, is not that of which Quintiliaafpeaks,

Quintilian fpent the latter part ot his life with great dignity

and honour. Some iruagine, that he was conful: but the

words of Aufonius [CLJ, on which they ground their fuppo-

fition, fhew, that he did not poffef& the confulfhip, but only

the confular ornaments ;
" honcflaraenta nominis potius quam

infignia poteftatis;" and we may add, that no mention is made
of his name in the " Fafti Confulares." It Is certain, that he
was preceptor to the grandfons of the emperor Domitian's
fifter. Though Qiiintilian's outward condition and circum-

[ojFItzoiborn's Letters, LXXXV. [j] Inft. Orat. lib. vi. in proem,

[it] AufQju io Gnniw. Aftiou*.

stances
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flances were profpcrotis and flourifhing, yet he laboured under

many domeftic affli^lions, which tired out his patience, and

forced him to complain of the cruelty of his fate. In his

fprty-hrft year, he married a wife who M-as but twelve years

old, and loi\ her when Ihe was nineteen. He beftows the

higheft applaufes on her, and was inconfolable for her lofs.

She left him two fons, one- of whom died at five years old ;

and the other at ten, who was the eldejl, and poffeiled extra-

ordinary talents. He bewails thefe loifes molt pathetically:

he even feared he fhould be charged with being hard-hearted,

if he fliould employ his tongue lienceforvvard in any thing but
in inveighing againft heaven. Whoever will turn to the proe-

mium of the fixth book of his *' Inftitutiones Oratoria?," may
fee, how indecently the wifeft of the heathens upon fome oc-
cafions indulged their Impatience and murinuring,

Qiiintilian foon got the better of all Jhis grief. Inftead of
burning his *' Inftitutiones OratoriiE," wiiich were not then
above ha*lf written, he continued and perfected them. He took
a fecond wife in a year or two after, and by her he had a daugh-
ter, whom he lived to fee married ; who alio, at the time of
her marriage, received a handfome dowry from the younger
Pliny, v'ho had been his fcholar [r] ; in coniideration, as we
are told, that fhe was married to a perfon of fuperior ranlj,

which required her to be better fitted out, upon her firft

going to him, than her father's circumftances would admit.
Quintilian lived to be fourfcore years of age, or upwards, as

is pretty certainly determined ; although the tin-^e of his death

is not recorded. He appears from his works, and from what
we are able to colleft of him, to have been a man of great

innocence and integrity of lifp. His " Oratorial Inftitutions"

contain a great number of excellent moral inilrLicfions; and it

is a main principle inculcated in them, that ** none but a good
man can make a good orator."

One blemi(h> however, there lies upon Qiiintilian's charac-

ter, which cannot be palfed over; arid that is, his exceflive

flattery of Domitian, whom he calls a God, and fays, that he
ought to be invoked in the firlf place [s]. H^- calls him alfo a
jnoft holy cenfor of manners, <ind fays, that there is in him a

certain fupereminent fpkndor of virtues. This fort of pa-

negyric muft needs be higlily offenfive to all who have read the

hiftory of that detel];able emperor ; nor can any cxcufe bcj* made
for Quintilian, but the neceihty he wa under, for the fake of

felf-prefervation, of offering this incenfe to a prince, molt greedy

of flattery ; and who might probably expect it the more from

sn« on whom he had conferred particular favours, as he cer-

[u] Plmii :gflft. 32. lib. 6. [s] Proem. H lib. iv.

H h a taiBly
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tainly had on Qiiintilian. Martial, Statius, and Julius Fron-
tinus, have flattered ihis emperor in the fame manticr.

QUIN'i: IN MATSYS. See Messis (Quintin.i
QUINTINIE (John de laj, a famous French gardener,

was born at Pci^biers in 1626. After a courfe of philofophy,

he applied himfelf to the law, and went to Paris in order to be
admitted an advocate. He had a great deal of natural eloquence,

which was alfo improved by learning; and acquitted himfelf

fo well at the bar, as to gain the admiration and efteem of the

chief magittrates. Tamboneau, prefident of the chamber of

accounts, being informed of his merit, engaged him to under-

take the preceptorfliip of his only fon, which Quintinie exe-

cuted entirely to his fatisfaclion ; applying his leifure hours in

the mean time to the ftudy of agriculture, towards which he

had by nature a ftrong inclination. He ftudied Columella,

Varro, Virgil, and all authors ancient or modern, who had

written about it; and gained new lights by a journey, which

he made with his pupil into Italy. All the gardens ih Rome
and about it were open to him ; and he never failed to make
the moft ufeful obfervations, conftantly joining pra61;icc with

theory. On his return to Paris, Tamboneau entirely gave up
to him his garden, to manage as he pleafed; and Quintinie

applied himfelf to fo intenfe a ftudy of the operations of nature,

in this way, that he foon became famous all over France.

The prince of Conde, who is faid to have joined the pacific

love of agriculture to a rcftlefs fpirit for war, took great plea-

fure in converfing with Q^iintinie. He came to England about

1673 ; and, during his ftay here, paid a viiit to Mr. Evelyn,

who prevailed on him to communicate fome diredlions con-

cerning melons, for the cultivation of which Qiiintinie was
remarkably famous. They were tranfmitted to Mr. Evelyn

from Paris; and afterwards, in 1693, publilhed by him in

Englifh. Charles II. made Quintinie an offer of a confider-

able penfion, if he would ftay and take upon him the diretlion

of his gardens : but Quintinie chofe to ferve his own king,

Louis XIV. who ere6i:ed for him a new office of dire6for

general of all his majefty's fruit and kitchen gardens. I'he

royal gardens, while Quintinie lived, were the admiration of

the curious ; and when he died, the king himfelf was much
affeded, and could not forbear faying to his widow, that '* he

had as great a lofs as Ihe had, and never expelled to have it

repaired." Quintinie died very old, but we know not in what
year. He greatly improved the art of gardening and tranf-

planting trees: and his book, entitled, ** Directions for the

Management of Fruit and Kitchen Gardens," contains pre-

cepts which have been followed by all Europe.
': QUIRINI
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QUIRINI (Angelo A^Iaria), a Venetian cardinal, cele-

brated as an hidorian, a pliilologer, and an antiquary, was
born in 1684, or, according to fome authors, in 1680. He en-

tered very early into an abbey of Benedidlines at Florence,

and there ftudied with fo much ardour, as to lay in a vaft ftore

of literature of every kind, under Salvini, Bellini, and other

eminent inftru6lors. The famous Magliabecchi introduced to

him all foreigners illuflrious for their talents, and it was thus

that he became acquainted with fir Ifaac Newton and Mont-
faucon. Not contented with this confined intercoufe with the

learned, he began to travel in 1710, and went through Ger-
many to Holland, where he converfed with Bafnage, Le Clerc,

Kufi:er, Gronovius, and Perizonius. He then crofied into

England, where he was honourably received by Bentley, New-
ton, the two Burnets, Cave, Potter, and others. Pafllng after-

wards into France, he formed an intimate friendfhip with
the amiable and illuftrious Fenelon ; and became known to all

the principal literati of that country. The exa6l account of
the travels of Quirini, would contain, in fa6l, the literary

hiftory of Europe at that period. Being raifed to the dignity

of cardinal, he waited on Benedidl XHI. to thank him for that

diftindion. " It is not for you," faid that pope, " to thank
me for raifing you to this elevation, it is rather my part to thank

you, for having by your merit reduced me to the neceffity of

making you a cardinal." Quirini fpread in every part the fame
of his learning, and of his liberality. He was admitted into

almoft all the learned focieties of Europe, and in various parts

built churches, and contributed largely to other public works.

To the library of the Vatican he prefented his own colle6lion

of books, which was fo extenfive as to require the addition of
a large room to contain it. What is moft extraordinary is,

that though a Dominican and a cardinal, he was of a moft

tolerant difpofition, and was every where beloved by the Pro-

teftants. He died in the beginning of January, 1755.
His works are numerous ; among them we may notice,

I. " Primordia Corcyras, ex antiquilfimis monumentis illuf-

trata;" a book full of erudition and difcernment. The beft

edition is that of Brefie, in 410, 1738. 2. A work on the lives

of certain bifliops of Brefle, eminent for fan6lity. 3. '* Spe-

cimen varias Literaturae, quas in urbe Brixia, ejufque ditione,

paulo poft incunabula Typographias florebat, &c." 4to, 1739.

4. An account of his travels, full of curious and interefiing

anecdotes. 5. A coUedlion of his letters. 6. A fketch of his

own life, to the year 1740, Brefle, Svo, 1749. With many
fmaller produdlions.

Vol. XII. I i RABELAIS
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R.

RABELAIS (Francis), a celebrated French wit, was the

fon of an apothecary; and born about 1483, at Chinoa
in the province of Touraine. He was bred up in a convent

of Francifcan friars in Poiclou, the convent of Fontenai-le-

Comte, and received into their order. His rtrong inclination

and tallc for literature and the fciences made him tranfcend the

bounds which reftrained the learned in his times; fo that he

not only became a great linguill, but- an adept in all branches

of knowledge. His uncommon capacity and merit foon excited

the jealoufy of his brethren. Hence he was envied by fome ;

others through ignorance, thought him a conjurer ; and
all hated and abufed him, particularly becaufe he (ludicd

Greek; the novelty of that language making them efteem it

not only barbarous, but antichriftian. This we colle6l from a

Greek epiftle of Budjeus to Rabelais, in which he praifes him
highly for his great knowledge in that tongue, and exclaims

againft the llupidity and malice of the friars.

Having endured their perfecutions for a long time, he ob-

tained permifiron of pope Clement VH. to leave the fociety

of St. Francis, and to enter into that of St. Benedift ; but, his

mercurial temper prevailing, he did not find any more fatif-

faclion among the Benedi6liucs, than he had foimd among the

Francifcans, fo that after a fhort time he left them alfo.

Changing the regular habit for that which is worn by fecular

"pricfts, he rambled up and down for awhile; and then fixed

at Montpellier, where he took the degrees in phyfic, and prac-

tifed with great reputation. He was infinitely admired for his

great wit and great learning, and became a man of fuch weight

and eftimation, that the univcrfity of that place deputed Inm
to Paris upon a very important errand. His reputation and
character were fpread through the kingdom ; fo that, when he

arrived at Paris, the chancellor du Prat, moved by the eiLtra-

ordinary accomplifliments of the man, ealily granted all that

he folicited. He returned to Montpellier; and the fervice he

did the univerfity upon this occafion, is given as a reafon why
all the candidates for degrees in phyfic there, are, wpon their

admiHion to them, formally invelled with a robe, which Ra-
belais left ; this ceremony having been inftituted in honoar of

him.

In
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In 1532, he publifhcd at Lyons fome pieces of Hippocrates

and Galen, with a dedication to the billiop of Mailezais ; in

which he tells him, that he had read ledures upon the apho-

rifms of Hippocrates, and the ars medica of Galen, before

numerous audiences in the univerfity of Montpellier. This
was the laft year of his continuance in that place ; for the year

after he M'ent to Lyons, where he became phyfician to the hof-

pitai, and joined le(51ures with practice for fome years fol-

lowing. John du Bcllay, bilhop of Paris, going to Rome
in 1534) upon the buhnefs of Henry VHl's divorce from
Catherine of Spain, and pafling through Lyons, carried

Rabelais with him, in quality of his phyfician ; who re-

turned home, however, in about fix months. He had quitted

his religious connedlions for the fake of leading a life more
fuitable to his tafte and humour: but he afterwards renewed
them, and in a fecond journey to Rome, obtained in 1536, by
his intereft with fome cardinals, a brief from pope Paul IIL
to qualify him for holding ecclefiaftical benefices. John du
Bellay, made a cardinal in 1533, had procured the abbey of

St. Maur near Paris to be fecularlzed; and into this was Ra-
belais, now a Benedidline monk, received as a fecular canon.

Here he is fuppofed to have begun his famous romance, en-

titled, ** The lives, heroic deeds, and fayings of Gargantua and

Pantagruel." He continued in this retreat till 1545, when the

cardinal du Bellay, his friend and patron, nominated him to

the cure of Meudon, which he is faid to have filled with great

zeal and application to the end of his life. His profound

knowledge and (kill in phyfic made him doubly ufeful to the

people under his care; and he was ready upon all occafions to

relieve them under bodrly indifpofitions, as well as to confult

and provide for the fafety of their fouls. He died in 1553*
As he was a great wit, many witticilms and facetious fayings are

laid to his charge, of which he knew nothing; and many ridi-

culous circumftances are related of his life and death, which it

is but juftice to him to omit as fabulous.

He publilhed feveral produdlions; but his Chef d'Oeuvre is

•' The Hiftory of Gargantua and Pantagruel ;" a rough fatire, in

the form of a romance, upon monks, priefts, popes, and fools and

knaves ofall kinds ; where wit and learning are fcattered about with

great profullon, but in a manner wild and irregular, and with

a ftrong mixture of obfcenity, coarfe and puerile jefts, profane

allufions, and low raillery. Hence it has come to pafs, that,

while fome have regarded it as a prime effort of the human wit,

and, like Homer's poems, as an inexhauftible fource of learn-

ing, fciftnce, and knowledge, others have affirmed it to be

nothing but an unintelligible rhapfody, a heap of foolifh con-

«eits, without meaning, without coherence; a colledion of

li 2, grofs
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grofs imp'ctles and obfcenities. Both parties have reafon for

what they fay ; that is, the truth lies between them both.

Rabelais certainly intended to fatirize the manners of his age,

as appears plainly enough from the general turn and nature of

his work; but, from a certain wiklnefs and irregularity of
manner, what he alludes to or means in fome^ particular paf-

fages docs not appear fo plain. Tliey mufl be greatly preju-

diced againft him, who will not allow him to have wit, learn-

ing, and knowledge of various kinds; and fo muft they who
cannot fee that he is oftentimes low, coarfe, profane, and
obfcene.

The monks, who are the chief objeil of his fatire, gave

fome oppofition to it when it firft began to be publilhed, for it

was publilhed by parts in 1535 ; but this oppoiition was foon

overruled by the powerful patronage of Rabelais am.ong the

great. The bell: edition of his works is that with cuts, and the

notes of Le Duchat and Da Monnoyc, 1741, in 3 vols. 4tQ.

Mr. Motteux publiihed an Englifn tranilaiion of it at London,

1708, in -2 vols. 8vo ; with a preface and notes, in which he

endeavours to fhew, that Rabelais has painted the hiftory of his

own time, under an ingenious fidlion and borrowed names.

Ozcll publilhed afterwards a new tranflation, with Duchat's

notes, 5 vols. 1 2mo.
RABUTIN. S;;e Bussy.
RACAN (HoNORAT DE BuEiL, Marquis of), a French

poet, was born at Roche-Racan in Touraine in 1589. At
fixteen, he was made one of the pages to Henry IV. and, as

he began to amufe himfelf with writing, verfes, he got ac-

quainted with Maiherbe, from whom he learned all the {kill

he had in French poetry. Malherbe reproached him with
being too negligent and iij<:orre6l in his veriification ; and Boi-

leau has palled the fame cenfure on him, yet affirms him to

have had more genius than his mailer ; and to have been as

capable of writing in tlie Epic way, as he v.-as in the Lyric,

in which he particularly excelled. A'lenage has alfo fpoken
highly of Racan, in his additions and alterations to his " Re-
marquee fur les Poefies de Malherbe." What is moft extraor-

dinary in this poet is, that he acquired perfection in his art by
the mere force of genius ; for, as fome relate, he had never

itudied at all, but even fliewn an incapacity for attaining the

Latin tongue. Upon quitting the office of page, he entered

into the army ; but this, more to oblige his father, the marquis
of Racan, than out of any inclination of his own : and thercr

fore, alter two or three campaigns, lie returned to Paris, where
he married, and devoted himfelf to books and poetty. His
works confidof facred odes, paftorals, letters, and memoirs of

the lite of Malherbe, prefixed to many editions of the works
of that poet. He was chofeii one of the members of the

Frentth
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French academy, at the time of its foundation : and died in

1670, aged eighty-one. He had fo low a voice, that he could

fcarcely be heard.

RACINE (John), an ilhiftrious French poet, was born at

la Ferte-Milon in 1639, and educated at Port-Royal; wiierc

he gave the greateft proofs of uncommon abilities and genius.

During three years continuance there, he made a moft rapid

progrefs in the Greek and Latin languages, and in all polite lite-

rature. His genius lying towards poetry, made him particu-

larly fond of Sophocles and Euripides; infomuch that he is faid

to have learned thefe two great authors by heart. He acciden-

tally met with the Greek romance of Heliodorus, ** of the Loves
of Theagenes and Chariclea," and was reading it very greedily;

Avhen his director furpriling him, took the book and threw it

into the fire. Racine found means to get another copy, which
alfo underwent the fame fate ; and after that a third, which,

having a prodigious memory, he got by heart : and then, car-

rying it to his direftor, faid, *' You may now burn this, as

you have Uirned the two former."

Leaving Port- Royal, he v/ent to Paris, and ftudied logic

fome time in the college of Harcourt. The French poetry had

taken his fancy, and he had already compofed fome little pieces

in it ; but it was in 1660, when all the poets were making their

efforts upon the marriage of the king, that he firft difcovered

himfelf to the public. Kis ** La Nymphe de la Seine," written

»ipon that occafion, was highly approved by Chapelain ; and
fo powerfully recommended by him to Colbert, that the mi-
nifter fent Racine a hundred piftoles from the king, and fettled

a penfion on him, as a man of letters, of 600 livres, which
was paid him to the day of his death. The narrownefs of his

circumflances had put him upon a defign of retiring to Ufez,

where an uncle, who was canon regular and vicar-general of

Ufez, offered to refjgn to him a priory of his order which he
then poflTelfed, if he would become a regular; and he ftiil wore
the ecclefiaflical habit, when he wrote the tragedy of ** Thea-
genes," which he prefented to Moliere ; and that of the ** Freres

Knnemis," in 1664, the fubjeft of which was given him by
Moliere.

In the mean time, the fuccefs of his ode upon the king's

marriage fpurred him to attempt higher things, which carried him
at length entirely to the theatre. In 1666, he publifhed his tra-

gedy of " Alexandra ;" concerning which Mr. de Valincour

relates a fadf, which he had from Racine himfelf. Reading

this play to Corncille, he received the highefl: encomiums from
that great writer ; but at the fame time was advifed by him to

apply himfelf to any other kinds of poetry, as more proper for

his genius, than dramatic. *' Corneille," adds de Valincour,

1 i ^ " w»i
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*' was incapable of low jealoufy : if he fpoke fo to Mr. Racine,
-it is certain that he thought fo. But we know that he preferred

Lucan to Virgil; whence we muft conclude, that the art of
writing excellent verfe, and the art ofjudging excellently of poets

snd poetry, do not always meet in the fame perfon."

Racine's dramatic chara6ter embroiltd him at this time with
the gentlemen of Port-Royal. Mr. Nicole, in his " Vifion-

aires, & Imaginaires," had thrown out occafionally fome poig-
nant ftrokes agair.ft the writers of romance and poets of the

theatre, whom he called the public poifoners, not of bodies,

but of fouls: ** dcs empoifonneurs publics, non des corps,

mais des ames." Racine, taking himfelf to be included in this

cenfure, was fomewhat provoked, and addrefled a very animated
letter to Nicole; in which he did not fo much concern himfelf

with the fubjeft of their difference, as erHeavour to turn into

ridicule the folitaires and religious f>f the Port-Royil. M. du
Bois and Barbier Daucour having each of them replied to this

letter, Racine oppofed them in a fecond as fprightly as the firft.

Thefe letters, publiflied in 1666, are to be found in the edition

of Racine's works 1728, and alfo in the lafl editions of
the works of Boileau. In 1668, he piiblifhed *' Les Plai-

deurs," a comedy; and " Andromache," a tragedy; which,

though it had great fuccefs, was a good deal criticifed. The
characl:er of Pyrrhus was thought overftrained ?.nd too violent

;

and the celebrated actor Montfleuri had certainly reafon to think

that of Orefles fo, fince the efforts he made in reprefcnting it

cod fiirn his life. He continued to exhibit from time to time

feveral great and noble tragedies: *' Britannicus," in 16705
*' Berenice," in 1671 ;

" Bajazct," in 1672: '* Mithridates," in

1673; *' IpF/igenia," in 1675; ** Phjedra," in 1677. During
this time, he met with all that oppofition, which envy and

cabal are ever ready to Cct up againfi a fuperior genius ; and ona

Pradon, a poet whofe name is not worth remembering, was
then employed by perfons of the firft diftinction to have a
** Phasdra" ready for the theatre, againfl the time that Racine's

fhould appear.

After the publication of *' Phxdra," he took a rcfolution to

quit the theatre for ever: although he was flill in full vigour,

being not more than thirty-eight; and the only perfon who was

capable of confoling Paris for the old age of Corncille. But he

had imbibed in his infancy a deep fenfe of religion: and this,

though it had been fmothered for a while by his connexions

with the theatre, and particularly with the famous adrefs

Champmele, whom he greatly loved, and by whom he had a

fon, now at length broke out, and bore down all before it. In

the firft place, he refolved, not only to write no more plays,

but to do a rigorous penance for thofe he had written; and
adually
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a«5ti;ally formed a defign of becoming a Carthufian friar. Had
not Voltaire good reafon to fay, that ** he was by far a greater

poet, than philofopher ?" [a] His religious diredlor, however,

not fo mad, but a good ded wifer than he, advifed him to think

more moderately, and to take meafures more fuitable to his

charadler. He put him upon marrying, and fettling in the

world, with which propofal this humble and tradlable penitent

con^plied ; and immediately took to wife the daughter of a

treafurer of France for Amiens, by whom he had feven child-

ren. His next concern was to reconcile himfelf, as he did very

fmcerely, with the gentlemen of Port-Royal, whofc cenfures on
dramatic writers he acknowledged to be mofl juft. He made
peace at firft with Nicole, who received him with open arms

j

and Boileau introduced him to Arnaud, who alfo embraced hinj

tenderly, and forgave all his fatire.

He had been admitted a member of the French academy in

1673, in the rooin of la Mothe le Vayer, deceafed j but fpoiled

the fpeech he made upon that occafion, by pronouncing it with
too much timidity. In 1677, he was nominated with Boileau,

with whom he was ever in ftrid: friendfhip, to write the'hiftory

of Louis XIV ; and the public expected great things from two
writers of fuch diilin<.^ion,butthey weredifappointed. *' Boileau

and Racine," fays de Valincour, ** after having for fome time

laboured at this work, perceived that it was entirely oppofite

to their genius ; and they judged alfo, with reafon, that the

hilfory of fuch a prince neither could nor ought to be written

in lefs than an hundred years after his death, unlefs it were to

be made up of cxtra£ls from Gazettes, and fuch like matC'-

rials."

Though Racine had made it a point of religion, never to

meddle any more with poetry, yet he was again drawn, in fpite

of all the refilbnce he could make, to labour for the theatre.

Madam de Maintenon intreated him to compofe fome tragedy

tit to be played by her young ladies at the convent ot St. Cyr,

and to take the fubjedl from the Bible. Racine compolcd
* Either ;' which, being firll reprefented at St. Cyr, was af-

terwards adled at Verlailles, before the king, in 1689. ** It

appears to me very remarkable," fays Voltaire, " that this

tragedy had then univerfal fuccefs ; and that two years after,

* Athaliah," though performed by the fame perfons, had none.

It happened quite contrary, when thefe pieces were played at

Paris, long after the death of the author ; and when prejudice

and partiality had ceafed, * Athaliah,' reprefented in 17 17,

was received as it deferved to be, with tranfport; and * Efther,'

[a] Siccle de Louis XIV. torn. ii.

I i 4 in
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in 1 721, infpired nothing but coldnefs, and never appeared
again. But at that time there were no courtiers who com-
plaifantly acknowledged * Efther' in Madam de Maintenon,

and with equal malignity faw * Vafhti* in Madam de Montef-
pan ;

* Haman' in M. de Louvois ; and, above all, the perfe^

cution of the Hugonots by this minifler, in the profcription of

the Hebrews," This author goes on, in his own ftyle, cen-

furing the ftory of Efther itfelf, as uninterefting, and, he is

pleafed to fay, improbable, and then adds ;
*' But, notwith-

ftanding the badnefs of the fubjeft, thirty verfes of * Efther'

are of more value than many tragedies which have had great

fuccefs."

Offended at the ill-reception of * Athaliah,' he was more
difgufted than ever with poetry, and now renounced it to-

tally. He fpent the latter years of his life in compofing a

hiftory of the houfe of Port Royal, the place of his education
;

which is well drawn up, in an elegant ftyle, and was pub-

lifhed in 1767 : in 1 vols. i2mo. Too great fenfibility, fay his

friend^, but more properly an impotence of fpirit, Shortened the

daysc; ihispoet. Thoughhehadconverfedmuchwiththecourt,

he had not learned the wifdom, which is ufually learned there,

of difguifing his real fentiments. Having drawn up a well-

reafoned and well-written memorial upon the miferies of the

people, and the means of relieving them, he one day lent it to

Madam de Maintenon to read; when the king coming in, and

demanding what and whofe it was, commended the zeal of

Racine, but difapproved of his meddling with things that did

not concern him : and faid, with an angry tone, " Becaufe he

knows how to make good verfes, does he think he knows every

thing? And would he be a minifter of ftate, becaufe he is a

great poet r" Thefe words hurt Racine greatly: he conceived

dreadful ideas of the king's difpleafure ; and, indulging his

chagrin and fears, brought on a fever, which furpafled the power

of medicine : for he died of it, after being grievoufly afflidled

with pains, in 1699. The king, who was fenfible of his great

merit, and always loved him, fent often to him in his illnefs
;

and finding, after his death, that he had left more glory than

riches, fettled a handfome penfion upon his family. He was
interred at Port-Royal, according to his will ; and, upon the def-

tru£lion of thatmonaftery in 1708, his remains werecarried toSt.

Stephen du Mont at Paris. He was middle- fized, and of an
agreeable and open countenance ; was a great jefter, but was
reftrained by piety in the latter years of his life from indulging

this talent; and, when warmed in converfation, had fo lively

and perfuafive an eloquence, that he himfelf often lamented

his not having been an advocate in parliament. His works ae

fupremely excellent, and will be immortal in the judgement of

all
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all. The parallel between him and Corneille has been often

made: it may be feen in Baillet's ** Jugemens dc Savans."

We fhall content ourfelves with laying, after Perrault, that
** ifCorneille furpafi'ed Racine in heroic fentiments and the grand

charafter of his pcrfonages, he was inferior to him in moving
the padions and in purity of language."

There are fome pieces of Racine of a fmaller kind, which
have not been mentioned: as, " Idylle fur la Paix, 1685^"
•** Difcourfe prononce a la reception de T. Corneille & Ber-

geret, a I'Academie Francoife, en 1685 ;
" Cantlques Spiri*.

tuelles, 1689,;" *' Epigrammes Diverfes." The works of Ra-
cine were printed at Amfterdam, 1722, in 1 vols. i2mo ; and
the year after at London, very pompoudy, in 2 vols. 4to.

RADCLIFFE (Alexander) an officer of the army, de-

voted to Parnalfus, and of ftrong propenfity to mirth and plea-

fure. His poetical performances abound in low humour. The
principal of them were publifiicd in 8vo. 1682, under the title

of " The Ramble, an Anti-heroick Poem, together with fome
Terreflrial Hymns and Carnal Ejaculations, by Alexander Rad-
cliffe, of Gray's-Inn, efq." infcrihed to James Lord AnneHey,
He had publiflied, in 1680, " Ovid Traveftie, a Burlefquc

upon Ovid's Epiftles ;" with a fatirical introduilion occalloned

by the " Preface to a late Book, called. The Witsparaphrafed."

Mr. Tonfon printed a third edition of this Travellic in 1696.
The Dedication *' To Robert Fairbeard, of Gray's-Inn, efq."

is no bad fpecimen of the author's humour. '* Having com-
mitted thefe Epiftles to the prefs, I was horribly put to it for

a patron, I thought of fome great Lord, or fome angelic

Lady ; but tlien again coniidered I fhould never be able to

adorn my Dedication with benign beams, corrufcant rays, and
the Devil and all of influence. At lail I heard my good friend

Mr. Fairbeard was come to town—nay then—all's well enough.

To you, therefore, I offer this Englilh Ovid, to whom you
may not be unaptly coinpared in feveral parcels of your life

and converfation, only with this exception, that you have
nothing of his Triftibus. It is you who burlefque all the fop-

pery and conceited gravity of the age. I remember you once
told a grave and affedled Advocate, ' that he burlefqucd God's
image, for God had made him after his own likenefs, but he

made himfelf look like an afs.' Upon the whole matter, I am
very well fatisfied in my choice of you for a judge ; if you fpcak

well of the book, it is all I defire, and the bookfeller will have
.reafon to rejoice : though by your approbation you may draw
upon yourfelf a grand inconvenience ; for perhaps you may
too often have fongs, fonnets, madrigals, and an innumerable
army of ftanzas, obtruded upon you by. Sir,

Your humble fervant, Alex. Radcliffe."
'' Am r.s



47S RADCLIFFE.
Among his other poems, is one under the title of " News

from Hell ;" another, *' On the Monument at London," a

facetious one, *' On the Memory of Mr. John Sprat, late

Steward of Gray's-Inn ;" another ** On the Death of Edward
Story, efq. Mailer of the Pond, and Principal of Bernard's-

Inn ;" and, *' The Swords Farewell upon the Approach of

Michaelmas-term."
RADCLIFFE (Dr. John), an Englifli phyfician of un-

common eminence, was born at Wakefield in Yorkfhire, where
Kis father pofTelTed a moderate eftate, in 1650. He was taught

Greek and Latin at a fchool in the fame town ; and, at fifteen

years of age, fent to Univerfity college in Oxford. In 1669,
he took his firft degree in arts ; but no fellowfliip becoming
vacant there, he removed to Lincoln college, where he was
cledled into one. He applied himfelf to phyfic, and ran through

the neceifary courfes of botany, chemiftry, and anatomy ; in all

which, having excellent parts, he quickly made a very great

progrefs. He took the degree of M. A. in 1672, and then en-

rolled himfelf upon the phyfic line. It is remarkable, that he

recommended himfelf more by ready wit and vivacity, than by
any extraordinary acquifitions in learning: and in the profecu-

tion of p'lyfic, he rarely looked further than to the pieces of

Dr. Willis, who was then pradtifing in London with a very

diftinguillied charafler. He had few books of any kind ; fo

few, that when Dr. Eathurlf, head of Trinity college, alked

him once in a furprife, ** where his fludy was?" Radcliife,

poiniing to a few phials, a flceleton, and an herbal, replied,

** Sir, this is Radcliffe's Library." In 1675, he proceeded

M.B. and immediately began to pradife. He never pai'd any

regard to the rules univerfally followed, but cenfured them as

often as he faw occafion, with great freedom and acrimony ;

and th s drew all the old pra<Sl:itioners upon him, with whom
he waged an everlafling war. Neverthelefs, his reputation in-

creafed with his experience ; and before he had been two years

eftablifhed, his bufinefs was very extenfive, and among thofe

of the higheft rank. About this time, Dr. Marlhall, re6lor of

Lincoln college, did him an unkind office, by oppofing his ap-

plication for a faculty-place in the college ; to ferve as a difpen-

fation from taking holy orders, which the ftatutes required him
to do, if he kept his fellowfhip. This was owing to fome wit-

ticifms, which RadclifFe, according to his manner, had launched

at the doctor: fuch a (tep, however^ being inconfiftent with his

prefent fitnation and views, he chofe to refign his fellowfhip,

wiiith he did in 1677. He would have kept his chambers, and

refidcd there as a commoner ; but Dr. Marfhall not being at

all difpofed to be civil to him, he quitted the college, and took

lodgirgs elfewherc. In 1682, he went out M.D. but con-

tinued
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tinned two ycnrs longer at Oxford, growing equally In wealth

and fame.

In 1684, he went to London, and fettled in Bow-ftreet

Covent-Garden. Dr. Lower was there the reigning phyfician ;

but his intereft then beginning to decline on account of his

whig-principles, as they were called, RadclifFe had ahuofl: an
open field ; and, in lefs than a year, got into prime bufmefs.

His converfation contributed as much to make his way, as his

reputed fkill in his profeffion ; for, having much pleafant y
and readinefs of wit, he was a moil divertmg companion. In
1686, the princefs Anne of Denmark, made him her phyfician.

In 1687, wealth flowing in upon him very plentifully, he had
a mind to teitify his gratitude to Univerfity-college, where he
had received the befl: part of his education ; and, with this in-

tent, caufed the Eaft window over the altar to be put up at his

own expence. It is efleemed a beautiful piece, reprefenting

the nativity of our Saviour painted upon glafs ; and appears to

be his gift by the following infcription under it :
*< D. D. Joan.

Radcliffe, M. D. hujus Collegii quondam Socius, A. D.
MDCLXXXVii." He is called "Socius," not that he was
really a fellow; but, being fenior fcholar, had the fame privi-

leges, though not an equal revenue, with the fellows. In
1688, when prince George of Denmark joined the prince of
Orange, and the princefs, his confort, retired to Nottingham,
the dodlor was preffed, by bifhop Compt'n, to attend her in

quality of his office, (he being alfo big with child of the duke
of Gloucefter ; but, not chnfmg to decL.re himfelf in that criti-

cal ftate of public affairs, nor favouring the meafures then in

agitation, he excufed himfelf, on account of the multiplicity of

his patients.

After the Revolution, he was often fent for to king William,
and the great perfons about his court ; which muft have been

owing to his vaft reputation and credit, for it does not appear

that he ever inclined to be a courtier. In 1692, he ventured

5000I. in an interloper, which was bound for the Eaft-Indies,

with the profpe6t of a large return; but loft it, the fhip being

taken by the French. When the news was brought him, he
faid, that *' he had nothing to do, but go up i^o many pair of

i^airs to make Himfelf whole gain." In 1693, he entered upon
a treaty of marriage with the only daughter of a wealthy citizen,

and was near bringing the affair to a confummation ; when it

was difcovered, that the young lady had already confummated
with her father's book-keeper. This difappointment in his

iirft amour would not fuffer him ever after to think of the fex

in that light : he even grew to a degree of infenfibility, if not

averfion for them; and often declared, that " he wifhed for an
a6l of parliaraent, whereby nurfes only fhould be entitled to

prefcribe
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prefcribe to them." In 1694, Queen Mary caught the rmall-

pox, and died. " The phyfician's part," fays bilhop Burner,
*' was univerfally condemned ; and her death was imputed to

the negligence or unflcilfulnefs of Dr. Radcliffe. He was called

for; and it appeared, but too evidently, that his opinion was

chiefly confidered, and moft depended on. Other phyficians

were afterwards called, but not till it was too late."

Soon after he loft the favour of the princefs Anne, by neg'

letting to obey her call, from his too great attachment to the

bottle ; and another pl^yfician was elected into his place. About

this time, happened his remarkable vifit to madam d'Urlley at

Kenfmgton ; when this lady was pleafed to be very free, in

putting feme queries to him concerning thepleafures of Venus.

The doctor gave her full fcope by a reply, which produced a

well-knowii witty epigram, too licentious to be here tranlcribed.

In 1699, king Vv^illiam returning from Holland, ai^d being

much out of order, fent for Radcliffe : and, fhewing him his

fwoln ancles, while the reft of his body was emaciated and

flceleton-like, faid, "What think you of thefe?" "Why
truly," replied the phyfician, " I would not have your majefty's

two legs for your three kingdoms:" which freedom fo loft the

king's favour, that no interceftions could ever recover it.

When queen Anne came to the throne, the earl of Godolphin

ufed all his endeavours to reinftate him in his former poft of

chief phyfician ; but fhe would not be prev'ailed upon, alledg-

ing, that Radcliffe would fend her word again, " that her ail-

ments were nothing but the vapours." Neverthelefs, he was
confulted in all cafes of emergency and critical conjundture ;

and, though not admitted in quality of the queen's domeftic

phyfician, received large Aims of fecret fervice-money for his

prefcriptions behind the curtain.

In 1703, Radcliffe was himfelf taken ill (on Wednefday
March 24) writh fomething like a pleurify ; negleded it ; drank

a bottle of wine at Sir Juftinian Ifham's on Thurfday, took to

his bed on Friday ; and on the 30th was fo ill that it was
thought he could not live till the next day. Dr. Stanhope, dean

of Canterbury ; and Mr. Whitfield (then queen's chaplain, and

reftor of St. Martin, Ludgate, afterwards vicar of St. Giles,

Cripplegate), were his confelTors. He fent for them, and de-

fired them to aflift him. By a will, made the 28th, hedifpofed

of the greateft part of his eftate to charity ; and feveral thou-

fand pounds in particular for the relief of fick feamen fet afhore.

Mr. Bernard, the ferjeant furgeon, took from him 100 ounces

of blood ; and on the 31ft he took a ftrange refolution of being

removed to Kenfmgton, noiwithftanding his weaknefs, from
which the moft preiling entreaties of his friends could not divert

him. In the warmeft time of day he rofe, and was carried hy
four
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four men in a chair to Kenfington, whither he got with diffi-

culty, having fainted away in his chair. " Being put to bed,"

fays Dr. Atierbury, on whofe authority we relate ihefe parti-

culars, ** he fell adeep immediately, and it is concluded now
[April i] that he may do well ; fo that the town phyficians,

who expected to fhare his praftice, begin now to think them-

felves difappointed." Two days after, the fame writer adds,

*' Dr. Radclitfe is part all danger ; his efcape is next to mira-

culous. It hath made him not only very ferious, but very de-

vout. The perfon who hath read prayers to him otten {and

particularly this day) tells me, he never faw a man more in

earneft. The Qiieen afked Mr. Bernard how he did ; and when
he told her, that he was ungovernable, and would obferve no
rules ; (he anfwcred, that then nobody had reafon to take any

thing ill from him ; fince it was plain he ufed other people no
worfe than he ufed himfelf."

He continued, however, in full bufinefs, increafing in wealth

and infolence, to the end of his days ; waging all along, as we
have before obferved, a perpetual war with his brethren the

phyficians, who never confidered him in any other light, than

that of an adive, ingenious, adventuring empiric, whom con-
(tant pradice brought at length to fome ilcill in his profeflion.

One of the projeds of *' Martin Scriblerus" was, by a ftamp

upon bliftering-plallers and melilot by the yard, to raife money
fur the goveroment, and give it to Radcliffe and others to farm.

In Martin's * Map of Difeafes," which was '* thicker fet with

towns than any Flanders map," Radclitfe was painted at the

corner, contending for the univerfal empire of this world, and
the reft of the phyficians oppofing his ambitious defigns with a

projed of a treaty of partition to fettle peace.

In 1 7 13 he was eleded into parliament for the town of Buck-
ingham.

In the laft illnefs of queen Anne, he was fent for to Car-
(halton, about noon, by order of the council ; he faid, " he

had taken phyfic, and could not come." Mr. Ford, from whofe
letter to Dr. Swift this anecdote is taken, obferves, " In all

probability he had faved her life, for I am told the late lord

Gower had been often in the fame condition, with the gout in

his head." In the account that is given of Dr. Radclifie in the
** Biographia Britannica," it is faid, that the queen was ftruck

with death the tv.'enty-eighth of July : that Dr. Radcliffe 's name
was not once mentioned, either by the queen or " any lord of
the council ;" only that lady Mafham fent to him, without
their knowledge, two hours before the queen's death. In this

letter from Mr. Ford to dean Sv/ifr, which is dated the thirty-

firftofjuly, it is faid, that the queen's diforder began between
eight and nine in the morning before, which was the thirtieth ;

and
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and that about noon, the fame day, Radcliffe was Tent for by an
order of council. Thefe accounts being contradi6tory, the rea-

der will probably want fome afliftance to determine what were-

the fa6ls. As to the time when the queen was taken ill, Mr.
Ford's accoimt is moft likely to be true, as he was upon the

fpot, and in a fituation which infured him the btil: intelligence.

As to the time when the do6lor was fent for, the account in the
** Biography" is manifelUy faife; for if the do6tor had been fent

for only two hours before the queen's death, which happened in-

eonteftably on the firft of Auguft, Mr. Ford could not have men-
tioned the fail on the thirty-firit of July, when his letter was
dated. Whether Radcliffe was fent tor by lady Mafham, or by
order of council, is, therefore the only point to be determined.

That he was generally reported to have been fent for by
order of council is certain ; but a letter is printed in the " Bio-

graphy," faid to have been written by the do6lor to one of his

friends, which, fiippofing it to be genuine, will prove, that the

do6tor inaintained the contrary. On the fifth of Auguil, four

days after the queen's death, a member of the houfe ofcommons,
a friend of the do^ior's, who was alfo a member, and one who
always voted on the fame fide, moved, that he might be fum-

moned to attend in his place, in order to be cenfured for not at-

tending on her majeit)-. Upon this occafion the do6l:or is faid ta

have w^ritten the following letter to another of his friends:

" Dear Sir, Carfhakon, Aug. 7, 1714.
** I could not have thought, that fo old an acquaintance, and

fo good a friend, as Sir J n always profeffed himfelf, would

have made fuch a motion againft rne. God knows my will to

do her,maje{ly any fervice has ever got the ftart of my ability;

and 1 have nothing that gives me greater anxiety, and trouble

than the death of that great and glorious princefs. I mu(t do that

juftice to the phyficians that attended her in her illncfs, from a

fight of the method that was taken for her prefervation by Dr.

Mead, as to declare nothing was omitted for her prefervation;

but the people about her (the plagues of Egypt tail on them \j

put it out of the power of phyfic to be of any benefit to her. I

know the nature of attending crowned heads in their laft mo-
ments too well to be fond of waiting upon them, without being

fent for by a proper authority. You have heard of pardons being

figned for phyficians, before a fovereign's demife: however, ill

as I was, I would have went to the queen in a horfe-litter, had

either her majefty, or thofe in commiliion next to her, command-
ecf me fo to do. You may tell Sir J n as much, and affurc

him, from me, that his zeal for her majelty will not excufe his

ill ufage of a friend, who has drank many a hundred bottles

vith him, and cannot, even after this breach of a good under^

{landing that ever was preferved between us, but have a very

good cftesni for him. I mull alfo defirc you to thank Tom
4 Chapmaa
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Chapman for his fpecch in my behalf, fince I hear it is the firft

he ever made, which is taken more kindly ; and to acquaint him,
that I fhould be glad to fee him at Carfhalton, fince I fear (for

fo the gout tells me) that we fliall never more fit in the houfe of
commons together. I am, See.

"John Radcltffe."

Bnt, whatever credit may now be paid to this letter, or how-
ever it may now be thought to juftify the do6lor's refufal to at-

tend her majefty, he became at that time fo much the obje£l of

popular refentment, that he was apprehenfive of being aifafli-

nated ; as appears by the following letter, diredled to Dr. Mead,
at Child's coffee-houfe, in St. Paul's-church-yard:

** Dear Sir, Carfhalton, Aug. 3, 17 14.

*' 1 give you, and your brother, many thanks, for the favour

you intend me to-morrow; and if there is any other friend that

will be agreeable to you, he fhall meet with a hearty welcome
from me. Dinner ihall be on the table by two, when you may
be fure to find me ready to wait upon you. Nor fhall I be at

any other time from home, becaufe I have received feveral

letters, which threaten me with being pulled to pieces, if ever I

come to I.ondon. After fuch menaces as thefe, it is eafy to

imagine, that the converfation of two fuch very good friends is

not only extremely defirable, but the enjoyment of it will be a

great happinefs and fatisfadlion to him, who is, &c.
" John Radcliffe."

RadclifFe died on the firfl: of November the fame year, having

furvived the queen juft three months; and it is faid, that the

dread he had of the populace, and the want of company in the

country village, which he did not dare to leave, fhortenedhis life,

when ju(l lixty-four years old. He was carried to Oxford, and
buried in St, Mary's church in that city! b].

He had a great refpeil for the clergy; and fliewed much
judgment in bellowing his patronage. He gave the re6lory of

Headbourne- worthy, Hants, to the learned and pious Dr. Bing-

ham; and it was through his folicitation that the headlhip of St.

Mary Hall, at Oxford, was conferred on the celebrated Dr.
Hudfon; whom he fo much efteeraed, that it has been generally

fuppofed it was to the perfuafion of Dr. Hudfon, that the univcr-

fity was indebted for the noble benefadlions of Dr. RadclifFe;

lor the Library [c] and Infirmary which bear his name; and
for

[b] See the form of his funeral in the as we learn frcm Dr Atterbury's *'Epif-

Poft Boy, Dec. 9, 1714. tolary Correfpondence," Vol. III. " t*

£c] Dr. RadclifFe's idea, in December, build out from the middle window of ths

J71Z, was to have enlarged the Bodleian Selden part, a room of ninety feet long.

Library. «< The wtejidei ftheme WAi," and as fcijh as the Srldcn part i$, and un-
d«t
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for an annual income of 600I. for two travelling fellowfhips"*

To Univerlity college alfo he gave, bendes the window over the

altar-piece already mentioned, the money which built the

mailer's lodge there, making one fide of the Eaftern qna--

drangle.

We do not find that he ever attempted to write any thing, and

probably he would not have fucceeded as an author. He was
believed to have been very little converfant in books; which

made Dr. Garth fay, humouronfiy enough, that '* for Radcliffe

to leave a library, was as if an Eunuch fhoiild found a Seraglio."

A moil curious but ungracious portrait is given of him by Dr.

IVIandeville, in his " Elfay on Charity Schools," fubjoined to

bis " Fable of the Bees:" it is too long to be inferted here.

What, however, the late Dr. Mead has recorded of him, is no

fmall tedimony in his favour; namely, that "he was defervedly

at the head of his profeflion, on account of his great medical pe-

netration and experience."

Some remarkable traits in his character may be difcovered in

the following detached remarks and extrads:

His caprice in his profeflion feems to have been unbounded.

When the lady of ilr John Trevor the Mafter of the Rolls was

dying, in the fummer of 1704, fhe was given oven by Rad-

cliffe as incurable. The Mafter, thinking it a compliment to

Radcliffe not to join any of the London phyficians with him,

fent to Oxford for Dr. Breach, an old crony, to confult on that

occafion; which made fuch a breach with Radcliffe, that he fet

out in a few days for Bath; where he is reprefented " as de-

lighting fcarce in any other company but that of Papifts."

dcr k to build a library for Ixeter College, Carolo Comite de Arran Cancellarlo,

upon whole ground it muft ftand. Exeter Stet»hano Nibk't, S. T. P.

College h^s conlentcd, u[;on condition Vicc-cancelhrio,

that not only a library be built for them, Thomss Paget k Johanne Land, A. Mt
but fome lodgings alio, which muft be Procuratoribus,

pulled down to make room for this new de- Plaudcntc undique togata gente,

fign, be rebuilt. The Univerlity thinks Honorabilis admodum
of furnifhing that pirt of the charge ; and D""' D'>'" Carolus Noel Somerfet,

Dr. Radcliffe has readily preferred to fur- Honorabilis Johannes Verney,

r.ilh the reft ; and withall, after he has Gualterus WagilafFBagot Baronettus,

perfected the building, to give icol. for Edwardus Barley et ? • •

ever to furnifn it with books.'' This Edv.-.irdus Smith, j " '

fchcme not having been adopted, the doc- Radclivii munificentilTimi TeftamentI,

tor left 40,oocl. for building a new libra- Curatores, P. P.

ry ; with 150I. a year for the librarian, Jacobo Gibbs, Archltefta."

and locl. a year to buy books. The foun-

dation ftone was laid June 16, 1-37, with The whole building was completed m
the following infcripdon on a plate of 1747; and on the i3th of April 1749, it

copper : was opened with great folemnlty j of which
*« Quod fclix fauftumque fit fee a particular defcription in Gent. Mag.

Acadcmia; Oxonienfi, Vol. XiX. pp. l65.459« and fee Vol..

Die XVI kalendaruni Junii LI. p. 75.
Anno MDCcxxxvij,

The
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Tlie laJy of fir John Holt he attended, in a bad illnefs, with

uniifual diligence, out of pique to the hufband, who was fup-

pofed not to be over-fond of her.

When Mr. Harley was ftabbcd by Guifcard, Swift complains,

that, by the caprice of Radcliffe, who won'.d admit none" but his

own fnrgeon, he had " not been well looked after;" and adds

in another place, " Mr. Harley has had an ill furgeon, by the

caprice of that puppy Dr. RadclifFe; which has kept him back

fo long."
;

May 26, 1704, he carried fome caufe againil an apothecary,

by the aid of the folicitor-geneial Harcourt; and " two days

before," Atterbnry fays, " a play was ailed, wherein the do£lor

was extremely ridiculed upon that head of his quarrel with the

apothecary. A great number of perfons of quality were pre-

fent; among the re(l, the dutchefs of Marlborough and the

maids of honour. The paiTages where the dodlor was affronted

were received with the utmoft applaufe."

In 1709, he was ridiculed by Steele, in the *' Tatler," under

the title of "the Mourning ^fculapius, the languKhing hope-

lefs lover of the divine Hebe, emblem of youth and beauty."

After curing the lady of a fevere fever, he fell violently in love

with her; but was reje£led. The ftory is thus related in the
*' Biographia Britannica:" ** The lady, who made the doflor,

at this advanced age ftand in need of a phyfician himfelf, was, If

is faid, of great beauty, wealth, and quality; and too attradtive

not to infpire the coldeft heart with the warmed: fentiments.

After he had made a cure of her, he ct)uld not but imagine, as na-:

turally he might, that her ladylhip would entertain a favourable

opinion of him. Rut the lady, however grateful (he might be

for the care he had taken of her health, divulged the fecret, and

one of her confidents revealed it to Steele, who, on account of

party, was fo ill-natured as to write the ridicule of it in the

Tatler. The doifor had a fort of antipathy to women ; and,

being unfortunate in his only attempt to marry, he grew to 9

degree of infenfibility for the fex ; and often declared that he

vvilhed for an a6l of parliauicnt, whereby nurfes only (hould be

entitled to prefcribe to them."
This article Ihall be clofed with an extra£l from the Richard-

foniana : " Dr. RadclifFe told Dr. Mead," * Mead, 1 love youj

and now I will tell you a fare fecret to make your fortune; ufc

all mankind ill.' " And it certainly was his own pra£iice. H?
owned he was avaricious, even to fpiinging, whenever he any

way could, at a tavern reckoning, a fixpetice, or fliillir.g, among
the reft of the company, under pretence of ' hating (as he ever

did) to change a guinea, becaufe (faid he) it llips away ^o faft.'

He could never be brought to pay bills without much following

and importunity ; nor then if there appeared any chance of

Vol. XII. K k wearying
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wearying them out.— Apaviour, after long and fruitlefs attempts^

caught him juft getting f)ut of his charriot at his own door, in

Bloomfbury-fquare, and fet upon him. ' Why, you rafcal,' faid

the do£lor, * do you pretend to be paid for fuch a piece of work ?

why you have fpoiled my pavement, and then covered it over

with earth to hide your bad work.' ' Dodor,' fsid the paviour,
* mine is not the only bad work that the earth hides!* * You dog
you,* faid the doftor, ' are you a wit ? you mufl be poor, come
in;' and paid him. Nobcnly," adds Mr. Richardfon, '* ever

pra£lifed this rule, ' of ufing all mankind ill,' lels than Dr.
Mead (who told me himfelf the itory, and) who, as I have been

informed by great phyficians, got as much again by his pradice as

Dr. RadclifFe did."

RAINOLDS (John), an eminent Engllfh divine, was born

at Pinto in Devonlhire, in 1549, and fent to Merton -college,

Oxford, in 1562. He removed to Corpus Chrifti-coliege, of

which he became firfl: fcholar, and then fellow. He took both

the degrees in arts and divinity. In 1598, he was made dean of
Lincoln; but being unwilling to quit an academical life, he ex-

changed his deanery the year following, for the prelidentlhip

of Corpus Chriiti-college. Qiieen Elizabeth offered him a

bifhoprick; but he modeftly refufed it, and faid Nob Epifcopari

in good earneil. He died in 1607, after having publifhed a

great number of books. The learned have beftowed molt un-

common praifes upon this divine. Bifhop Hall, a very compe-^

tent judge, obferves, that ** that he alone was a well-furnifhed

library, full of all faculties, of all (tiidies, of all learning. The
memory, the reading of that man, were to a iniracle." Dr.
Crakanthorp fays, that *' for virtue, probity, integrity, and
piety, he was fo eminent, that, as Nazianzen fpcaks of Atha-

nafms, to name him is to commend virtue itfclf." He had a

hand in tranflating part of the Old Teftament, by command of

James L He was inclined to Puritanifm, but with fuch mode-
ration, that he continued a conformift to the church of England.

He was thought to Ihorten his life by too fevcre application to

his ftudies; but, when his friends urged him to defift, he ufed to

reply, that he would " not lofe the end of living for the fake of

lile ;" non propter vitam ijivendiperdere caujas.

RALPii (Jamesj, a writer in poetry, politics, and hiftory,

was born we know not wheie, nor of what family. His de-

fcent was mean; but he raifcd himfelf from obfcurity by his.

merit. He was a fchool-mafter at Philadelphia, in North.

America; which remote fituation not fuiting his a£live mind,

he came 10 England about the beginning of the reign of George^
H. and by his attendance and abilities recommended himfelf to

the patronage of fome great men. He publiftied a poem, enti-

ties
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tied *' Night," of which Pope thus takes notice in the

Dunciad :

SileJice, ye wolves! while Ralph to Cynthia hows,
And makes night hideous—anfwerhim, ye owls!

He wrote fome pieces for the ftage, of which an account

may be fecn in the " Biograpliia Dramatica." Though he did

not fiicceed as a poet, he was a very ingenious profe writer.

His " HUlory of England," commencing with the reign of the

Stuarts, is much eilemed, as were his political pamphlets;

fome of which were looked upon as mafter-pieces. He was
concerned in writing elfays in feveral periodical papers, parti-

cularly "Old England; or, Jcffery Broadbottom's Journal,"

and ** The Rem.embrancer." His laft publication, entitled,

*' The Cafe of Authors by Profeilion," is eileemed an excel-

lent and entertaining performance. He loft all hopes of pre-

ferment by the deatli of Ercderic prince of Wales ; and died

at Cliifwick. after a long fuffering from the gout, Jan. 24, 1762.
RAiMAZZINI (Bernardin), an Italian phyfician, was

born of a good family at Carpi near Modena, in 1633. When
he had laid a foundation in grammar and clailical liieralure in

his own country, he went to Parma to ftudy philofophy; and,

afterwards applying himfelf to phyfic, took a do£lur's degree

there in 1659. Then he went to Rome, for the fake of pene-

trating ftill further into his art ; and afterwards fettled in the

dutchy of Caftro. After fome time, ill health obliged him
to return to Carpi for his native air, where he married, and
followed the bufmefs of his profeffion; but in 1671, at the ad-

vice of fome friends, he removed to Modena. His brethren of

the faculty there conceived at firft but meanly of his learning and
abilities; but, when he had undeceived them by publications,

their contempt, as is natural, was changed into jealouly. In
1682, he was made profelfor of phyfic in the univerfity of

Modena, which was juft founded by duke Francis H.; and he
filled this office for eighteen years, attending in the mean time to

pra6lice, and not negleiSling polite literature, of which he was
always fond. In 170O, he went to Padua upon invitation, to

be a profelfor there: but the infirmities of age began now to

come upon him. He loft his fight, and was forced to read and
write with other people's eyes and hands. Neverthelefs, the

fenate of Venice made him reftor of the college in 1708, and
alfo raifed him from the fecond profelforfhip in phyfic to the

firft. He would have refufed thefe honourable pofts; but, being
over-ruled, performed all the fundlions of them very diligentjiy

to the time of his death. He died in 1714, upon his birth-day,

Nov. 5, aged Ki. He compofed many works upon medical and
philofophical fubje£ts: his book *' De Morbis Artihcum," will

always be ufeful. His works were coIle£led and publifhed at

London, 1716, in 410; which is a better edition than that of

.Cjeneva the year after, becaufe more corred.

K k 2 RAMEAU
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RAMEAU (John Philip), an illuftrious rriufician, ftyled

by the French, the Newton of harmony, was born at Dijon,

Sept. 25, 1683. After having learned the rudiments of mufio,

he left his native country, and wandered about with the per-

formers of a drolling opera. At eighteen, he coinpofed a mu-
fical entertainment, which was reprefented at Avignon : after-

wards, travelling through part of France and Italy, he corie61:-

ed his ideas of m.ufic by the practice of the harpfichord; and
then went to Paris, where he perfeded himfclf under John
Louis Marchand, a famous organift.

_ Ke becair.e organift of
the cathedral church of Clermont in Auvergne, and in this re-

tirement (ludicd the theory o,f his art with 'he utrafifl alliduity.

His appHcation gave birth to his ** Tr;>ite de 1' Harmonic,
Paris, 1722;" and to iiis " Nouveau Syiteme de Mufique
Theorique, Paris, 1726." But the work, for which he is mo(l

celebrated, is his '* Demonftration du Principe de T Harmonic,
Paris, 1750;" in which, as liis coiu^.trymen fay, he has (hewn,

that the whole depends upon or.e* (ingle and clear principle,

namely, the fundamental bafe : and it is in this refpecl that he is

by them compared to Newton, who, by the iinglc principle of

gravitation, explained the phasnomena of the Ph)Tical World.
With fuch extraordinary talents as thefe, and a fupreme ftyle

in mufical compofition, it had been a national reproach, had

Rameau been fuffered to remain organiir of a country cathedral.

He was called to Paris, and appoined to the management of the

opera: his rnufic was ofan original cali, and the performers com-
plained at firfl that it could not be executed ; but he alfcrted the

contrary, and evinced it by experiment. By pradlice he ac-

quired a great facility in compoling, fo that he was never at a

lofs to adapt founds to fentimtnts. It was a faying of Qi^iinault,

that *' the poet was the muficiay's fervant ; but Rameau
would fay, "Give me but a Holland Gazette, and I will fet it

tomufic:" and wc are almoft ready to concur with him, inaf-

much as we have known the London Cries of "The lalt dying

fpeech of the malefadlors who were executed this morning at

Tyburn," &c. to be fct and fung moft harmonioully. The
king, to reward his extraordinary merit, conferred upon him the

ribband of the order of St. iVIichael ; and, a little before his death,

raifed hitn to the rank of Nobility. He was a nian of good mo-
rals, and lived happily with a wife whom he tenderly loved.

He died at Paris, Sept. 12, 1764^ and his exequies were cele-

brated with great mufical Hilcmnity.

As a theorift, the character of Rameau (lands very high, and.

Handel always fpoke of him with great refpe6t ; but as a mufical

compofer, his merit (it feems) remains to be fettled. Befides

the tradts above mentioned, there are extant of his, '* Genera-

tion Harmonique, Paris, 1737 i" and " Nouvellcs Reflexions

fur la Demonftration," &:c.
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