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the railway adwministration, the parliamentary or tariff reform of a
continent whose affairs of late have been interesting us all so much.
Vital as these questions doubtless are to the future of Australia,
they have been discussed and rediscussed till there is little which
can be said about them that has not been said, and I have thought
that it might perhaps be more interesting to-night to approach the
Australian outlook from the general and simpler point of view which
is suggested by personal observation.

It has been said that Australia is uninteresting because she has
no past ; but the interest of Australia lies forward, not behind. It is
not so much for what she is, still less for what she has been; it is
for what she is going to be that the southern continent is so pro-
foundly attractive.

The problems which she is working out are new problems—some
of them so new that they have hardly shaped themselves yet—the
problems, not of our children, but of our grandchildren. In this
sense Australia is supremely interesting ; for what is to be seen and
studied there to-day gives us the glimpse that we are all constantly
desirous to take into the history which is to follow after our time.
Already Australia bears towards modern civilisation the position of
a divining glass in which it used to be held that persons gifted with
second sight could see the future. The total population of the
continent is less than 4,000,000, but within the ocean ring which
girdles it developments of life and thought are to be studied under
the influence of which generations of Englishmen yet unborn will
carry on the history of the race.

It ig difficult to put into words, for anyone who has not felt it, the
extraordinary stimulus which is derived from the perpetual attitude
of expectation. What is it going to be ? is the question with which
everything is approached. The future, with which we languidly pro-
fess to concern ourselves in England, is an intense and vivid reality in
Australia. There is no looking down, there are no hali-longing
glances towards the past. Every face is set eagerly, hopefully, deter-
minately forward. Progress is the keynote of the whole. Evilsare
noted only as a weed that has grown in the night to be uprooted.
Everything is open to remedy. Enduring misfortune, permanent
failure, isrejected from the creed of the Australian. A young con-
tinent lies blank before him to carve his will upon, and the air which
sweeps through his native bush seems to carry with it from Port
Darwin to Port Phillip a buoyant confidence that makes the biggest
schemes seem trifles of fulfilment. The extraordinary elasticity
with which Australia has recovered from a financial crisis that
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might have been expected to throw her back for a generation is for
the moment a sufficient illustration of what I mean.

I have, I thinlk, said enough, possibly more than was at all
necessary, to vindicate the right of Australia to dispense with many
ordinary sources of attraction, and to claim to be approached frankly
in a modern spirit on the modern ground upon which her people
have elected to take their stand. She alone of all the continents
has no history. So beit! She is content. She offers the intro-
ductory chapter of a new history and bases her claim to the atten-
tion of the world upon the future which she is shaping for herself.

The first strong impression in relation to this future which a
journey through Australis conveys is that while we have always
been in the habit of reading, and thinking, and talking of the conti-
nent as one, there are in truth two Australias—two Australias
which are likely to modify each other profoundly as they grow to
maturity side by side, and which are, also, likely to develop totally
different social and political problems.  One is temperate
Australia, the other is tropical Australia. The life, the commerce,
the labour, and consequently the polities, of tropical Australia will
of necessity be cast in a different mould from the life, the commerece,
the labour, and the politics of temperate Australia.

While the frontiers of the southern part of South Australia,
Victoria, and New South Wales appear to be mere accidental lines
of political division running through one area which is essentially
the same, and therefore effaceable at will, the difference between
this district and Northern Queensland, to which no doubt the
northern territory of South Australia and West Australia might be
added, strikes the stranger as absolutely radical. The climate of
New South Wales, Victoria, and southern South Australia varies
as does the climate of Yorkshire, Surrey, and Devonshire. Iach
has its characteristics upon which the inhabitants of each are
fortunately ready to congratulate themselves, but to the passing
visitor there seems to be only such difference between them as
you might easily experience by spending Monday in one part of the
United Kingdom and Wednesday in another. Whereas between
them and northern Queensland certainly—to take the extremes of
the comparison—between Tasmania and northern Queensland there
is as much difference as between Italy and Russia. Throughout
the whole journey from Adelaide by train, through Melbourne and
Sydney, to the Queensland frontier, the features of the scenery are
the same. FExcept where cultivation has modified the natural
characteristics, grass and gum forests prevail. But from Brisbane
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northward the palm intervenes, the hills are clad with cedar, the
aspect of the country is completely changed, luxuriant vegetation
takes the place of grass upon the coast, and tropical jungle, dense
and matted, replaces the scant-leaved gum tree. It is impossible to
believe, as one looks from the windows of the train at the rapidly
changing scene, that the habits, aims, and pursuits of the people
who occupy the one country can remain for many generations
identical with those of the other. The evidences of oceupation
which present themselves confirm the impression. Instead of the
Iinglish-looking fruit orchards of South Australia, and the familiar
cornlands and vineyards of Victoria and New South Wales, the
cultivation which meets the eye in Northern Queensland is of
emerald green tracts of sugar cane, ruddy acres of rose-tinted pine-
apple, low-growing rice fields, and seemingly limitless banana
groves. Mango orchards are common ; strange fruits, such as the
pommelo, the chinee-wampee, the Brazilian cherry, and the rose-
apple, mix with citrons and cinnamon, papaw and tamarinds, in
the gardens. The sweetbriar hedges of New South Wales and
the yellow flowering gorse of Tasmania entirely disappear, and slow
flowing streams, of which the edges are plumed with palms and the
water is often hidden by beds of pink or purple lilies, divide the
land. The labourers who are engaged in producing these un-
familiar crops are no less strange than the natural features
of the country itself. The wiry, auburn-haired Australian,
whose pale, regular features and independent glance have im-
pressed themselves as the characteristics of a distinet type in the
southern colonies, gives place in the furrows of the torrid zone to
the South Sea Islander, who has made his concession to civilisation
by putting on the blue shirt and trousers issued under Government
regulations, to black-hatted industrious Chinese, to Javanese and
Japanese, Malays and Singalese, whose bright costumes harmonise
with the landscape. And with the exception perhaps of the negro
and the Indian coolie, who have not yet made good their footing on
the continent, there are specimens to be found in the fields and
sugar plantations of almost every type of people accustomed to
work under a tropical sun.

The jungle which grows upon the richest soil, and defies the
efforts of white men to clear it, is almost entirely cleared by China-
men, who in return for the service are allowed to rent it at a low
rate for a few years. During those years they cultivate various
fruits, flowers, and vegetables, many of which are introduced from
China and Japan. Spices that look like frujts, fruits that taste like
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The portion of Queensland of which I am speaking now is prinei-
pally the strip lying upon the sea-level between the waters of the
Pacific and the wall of mountains known as the Old Coast range
which divide it from the higher lands of the interior; but what is
true of it applies in general terms to the whole extension of the
tropical coast through the northern territory of South Australia
and West Australia. It is the sugar district; it will be some day
become the cotton district, the tobacco and the rice district, the
coffee and the tea district of an immensely rich Northern Australia.
There is no kind of tropical production which does not appear to
flourish in profusion when it is introduced.

The most important of the present centres of cultivation are
along the coast from Brisbane to Bundaberg and north of Bunda-
berg, round Rockhampton, Mackay, Townsville, the Burdekin
Delta, the Herbert and the Johnstone Rivers and Cairns. This
belt of about 1,000 miles practically limits the present area of
sugar cultivation, and it is throughout the sugar belt that the
cheap labour of alien races is employed. Details of the Kanaka
question lie outside my subject to-night. I will only say there-
fore in passing that the outcome of a very careful personal in-
quiry into the conditions of their lot has been to convince me
that in no couniry which I have yet visited in any quarter of the
globe is the manual labourer so well provided for, so liberally paid,
or so carefully safeguarded from oppression, as the South Sea Islander
employed in Queensland. Whether it is good for the islands that
the majority of their able-bodied population should go away to
work upon the mainland is another question. I am not for the
moment concerned with it. The difference between a Kanaka, a
Javanese, or Malay labouring in the fields under a tropical sun and
a white man working under the same conditions is as the difference
between a humming-bird and a sick sparrow. The one is as bright
as the other is dejected. White men can do profitably a good deal
of the lighter and more open work, but when it comes to heavy
work under the cane those whom I have questioned have told me
raore than once that they do not expect to do much more than half
the work of a Kanaka. On one small plantation upon which they
were employed in about equal numbers, and were all on task work,
the Kanakas finished in the morning at half-past ten and in the
afternoon at three, while the white labourers with exactly the same
amount to do worked in the morning until twelve and in the later
part of the day until the moon rose. I was myself in the fields and
noted the hour at which the respective tasks were finished. This
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fact, combined with the greater reliability of what is generally
classed as servile labour, weighs more with employers than actual
cheapness. It is a mistake to suppose that the Kanaka is ex-
tremely cheap. Employers calculate that they cost about £40 a
year, or 15s. a week, each man and woman, and the extremely favour-
able conditions under which they are able to live for that sum
are consequences of the climate and the cheapness of land and food.
It seems on general grounds natural to suppose that labour which
is produced in the tropies should be suitable to tropical requirements,
and without wishing to prejudge the immediate development of
future events, it is to be noted as one of the effects of the late reor-
ganisation of the sugar industry that the small growers who are
encouraged under the new system to take up land have begun to
realise that it pays them better to employ Kanakas and cultivate
land for themselves than to work for wages, however good, under
someone else. On the Herbert River and in the neighbourhood of
Mackay there are already settlements of men who, from the position
of ploughmen, carpenters, and labourers, have become owners of
farms of 100 or 160 acres in extent, and employ from eight to ten
Kanakas apiece, earning for themselves a gross income of £800 to
£1,000 a year.

When this system becomes universal, and the present race of
white labourers becomes converted, as it may, into a future
race of white masters, employing coloured labour freely over
an immense area, the real difficulties in commection with the
regulation of the conditions under which such labour may be
employed will be likely to arise. Itis perfectly easy to understand
in the face of these the reluctance with which the leaders of opinion
in temperate Australia are disposed to regard any relaxation of the
laws by which the immigration of alien labour is admitted. Men
who are accustomed to govern themselves and to respect the self-
governing power in others have no wish to complicate their con-
stitutional machinery by the introduction of aninferior mass of people
who must be both governed and protected. But the developments
of history do not wait permanently upon the will of statesmen,
however able, nor, we may believe, upon the will of labour parties,
however powerful. There are forces of nature so irresistible that
the strongest opposition must go down before them, and if such
forces are declaring, as some people think they are, for the employ-
ment of an inferior by a superior race in Northern Australia, the
ability of North Australian statesman will inevitably before long be
engaged in finding the means by which the relations of the two
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yet the water has been insufficiently utilised, the possibilities which
its existence introduces are almost too great in magnitude to be
estimated. It is conceivable that what has been hitherto a pastoral
country, counting its extent by thousands of square miles instead
of acres, may under the influence of these fertilising streams be
transformed into an agricultural country with homesteads elbowing
each other upon its plains. If this picture of close cultivation were
at any future time to become a reality, it is open to question whether
the greater part of the heavy work would be most profitably done by
white or by coloured labour. The main fact which is, I fancy,
beyond dispute to anyone who has had the opportunity of travel in
Norther Australia is that if the tropical half of the continent be left
free to develop in accordance with the requirements of its nature
and situation there are scarcely any limits which could be safely set
to the addition which it may make to the wealth: of the world.
Wealth is the distinctively, to some people the objectionably,
modern characteristic of Australia. Whatever some financial critics
may say—and I am trying to-night to avoid the introduction of a
single figure— the wealth of the continent is simply prodigious. It
is not that she has a Mount Morgan mine in which gold seems at
a far distant period to have been thrown up from some underground
store almost as freely as the water of the Charleville bore is leaping
up to-day. It isnot that she has a phenomenal horse-shoe of silver
at Broken Hill from which something like one-fifteenth of the
annual silver output of the world is produced, or that, if all late
reports are true, she has a scarcely less remarkable third marvel in
the copper deposit of Mount Lyall in Tasmania. It is not that
throughout the old rocks of the coast range coal and tin and the more
homely minerals alternate with abounding gold ; that fresh beds of
mineral wealth are being opened every day ; that diamonds and rubies,
topazes and emeralds are scattered through her hills; that even in
the sandstone plains of the interior, where no gems were looked for,
opals wait to be picked up; or that the warm waters which wash
her shores bring pearls and coral in their waves. These are mere
incidents in her good fortune. Her true wealth lies in the common
earth, As with her political, so with her natural history. The
virgin continent has spent herself in no efforts in the past. She
has produced neither the varied vegetation nor the immense
mammalia of the prehistoric periods of the northern hemisphere ;
but, isolated by the oceans which surround her, she has remained
apart from the general evolution and reserved herself wholly for
tuturity. The savage races which haunted her western forests had
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no message of life for her. She has waited for the best that history
has produced, and now at last, wedded to cultivation, she seems
destined to become the fruitful mother of the wealth of half a
world.

The climate of Australia is a perpetnal summer. There is nothing
which can be planted in the soil that will not grow. I have spoken
already of the oriental fruits of the tropics. If is almost impossible
to speak without what must seem exaggeration of the extraordinary
size and beauty of the English fruits which flourish in New South
Wales, Victoria, and South Australia. At Orange, in the Blue
Mountains of New South Wales, I was given cherries, black and
white, which seemed more like Orleans plums and those little red
and white apples that we see wrapped in silver paper in the fruit-
erer’s shops, than like any cherries that I had ever seen before.
They were exquisite in flavour and sweetness, and the orchards on
either side of the roads were weighed down with the heavy crop.
In Victoria all the small fruits were equally plentiful and equally fine.
By the time I reached South Australia the summer was more ad-
vanced, the vintage was beginning, and the country all red and gold
with fruit suggested no other comparison than the land of Canaan
as we used to read of it in our childhood. Acres of vines spreading
up the hill-sides, the summits crowned with chestnut woods and
apples, the hollows filled to overflowing with plums and pears, peach
trees, apricots and medlars, and every fruit that ripens in an English
garden. Olive trees bordered an avenue here and there, and oranges
were everywhere showing yellow against the dark green foliage of the
orange groves. The Tintara vineyard, of which we see advertisements
on all the railway-station walls, isin this portion of South Australia,
and a branch vineyard is within an easy drive of Adelaide. On the
day on which I visited it the thermometer registered 105° in the
shade. In the blazing sun of the hill sides oxen were dragging
waggons filled with the white and purple fruit, and I remember
gratefully a certain cool, dimly-lighted cellar where on a table
beside wine of a kind which, with all his enterprise, I may say that
Mr. Burgoyne has not yet succeeded in securing for the public, there
were heaped bunches of various sorts of grapes. Possibly they were:
selected bunches; I only know that when I was asked to take one
away I had some difficulty in lifting if, and I was told that it
weighed over twenty pounds. Nor could this have been very un-
usual, for at the hotel just such a pyramid was put down before me
every morning for breakfast.

The wine industry of South Australia points, almost as strongly-
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as the sugar industry of Queensland, the radical difference which
exists between the present requirements of temperate and tropical
Australia. Both industries promise to be of the utmost importance
to the country, both are in every way native to the soil, but while
the crying need of the one is at this moment cheap and plentiful
labour, the equally pressing necessity of the other is skilled FEuro-
pean labour. The immense area, the suitable soil, and the pecu-
liarly steady climate of Australia, are in every way adapted to the
production of wine. It is believed that the very best kinds of
Turopean wine can be rivalled there, if not surpassed, and that if
the technical perfection of manufacture were once attained, the in-
variability of the climatic conditions would almost entirely do away
with the European fluctuations of good years and bad years, thus
giving to Australian vintages the superiority of unfailing trust-
worthiness. If so there would be practically no limits to the value
of the trade. DBut in order to achieve this result the utmost care
and knowledge is required for the manufacture of the wine, and the
‘suceessful producers are those who have placed their wine-presses
under the supervision of highly-paid European experts.

It is felt that the success of the wine industry depends upon the
introduction of these experts in sufficient number, and far from
any inclination to employ cheap labour in the vineyards, the
tendency is rather to place the vines as well as the making of wine
under the care of experts. The deliberate intention everywhere
expressed was not to compete with the cheap wines of Algeria and
other markets of low class labour, but to employ the best labour
that could be got, and to do everything which trained intelligence can
suggest to produce wine which shall compete with the best wines of
the world. Throughout temperate Australia and especially in connec-
tion with fruit and wine growing and what is generally known as
“intense culture” under conditions of artificial irrigation, one of
the most interesting movements that is to be observed is the
tendency to place upon the land a higher class of intelligence than
has ever before been associated with agricultural pursuits. The
future “rustic’” of Australia will be the descendant of two classes
who form at present the most striking elements of Australian -
society. There is the workman who is determined to better his
condition and to leave his family in a happier position thun that to
which he himself was born, but who does not intend to cease to be
& workman ; and there is the gentleman who is prepared to accept
manugl labour, but who dces not intend for that to cease to be a
gentleman, These two classes meet on equal termg upon the land,
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especially in the irrigation colonies where science and training are
useless without the practical quality of industry, and industry alone
without intelligence is out of count. Each class has much to learn
from the other. In some districts, where neighbours are rare, they
intermingle freely. Their material position is already often fairly
equal, and it is easy to see in these new groups of population the found-
ation of a very valuable society of the future.

Much might be said upon irrigation and its effect upon the cul-
tivators as well as upon the soil. The general result, as one may
study it in Australia, throws rather a curious and interesting light
upon the history of some of the oldest civilisations. We were
taught when we were young that the reason why the populations
of Egypt, India, and certain portions of Asia Minor were so much
more early civilised than the inhabitants of Northern Eurcpe was
that the soil of those countries being fertile the necessaries of life
were more easily obtained, and people began soon to have leisure to
develop their higher powers. Exactly the same process is now at
work on those portions of new land, of which the fertility is doubled
or trebled by means of irrigation; but it is not only the fact that
necessaries are easy to procure which gives men leisure, and
disposes them to the higher forms of cultivation. It is that
on highly productive land a much smaller portion suffices for
the maintenance of a given number of persons; consequently
men live nearer together, and they are able to employ their
leisure in social intercourse, which is at once natural and
mutually stimulating. It is a feature of life in new countries
which is, I think, worth dwelling wupon, especially from the
point of view of young Englishmen, and I hope some day
English women, who may go from the accustomed amenities of a
closely populated country to settle in the Colonies. It is to be
observed in its highest development in irrigation settlements where
land will yield a return of £30 an acre, and ten acres will support
a modest family. But it is also generally true as between the
pastoral and the agricultural districts.

The pastoral districts are those in which, for any reason, land
has not yet become valuable for other than grazing purposes, and
immense tracts are usually held under lease. The largest station
which I visited was 1,500 square miles in extent, and carried 500,000
sheep ; the smallest was 220 square miles, and carried 66,000 sheep
and 5,000 cattle. During a drive of 500 miles in the bush, although
I was on station land the whole way, I only crossed twelve
stations. It is easier to speak of, than to imagine, the oppressive
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a man can walk across his own five hundred acres and find a
neighbour interested in the same pursuits upon the next lot, and
that he has a fair chance of counting among all his neighbours
at least one or two of his own, or of a perhaps higher mental
calibre, makes an extraordinary difference to life. ~There are books
to read, there are papers to discuss, there is your neighbour's
opinion to consider. The houses at present are mostly log huts,
but they have their flower garden and orchard, their fence and
their gate, their pine tree or other distinctive feature. ~There is no
labouring population in the ordinary sense. Everyone is young,
and everyone, whether he be a ploughman or an undergraduate, is
working for himself. The general tone is of a prosperous, intelli-
gent, self-respecting independence, and of a consequently enlarged
plane of interest which enables the man who appears to be wholly
absorbed by the varieties of American ploughs at one moment to
be equally keen upon the diversities of American poets in the next.

One of the needs of the socieiy appeared to me to be young
unmarried women, and in visiting the homesteads and finding
young men engaged, as they easily may be, in washing dishes,
serubbing kitchen tables, feeding the fowls, or attending to the
flower garden, one cannot but think that for such colonisation as
this there would be a good deal to say in favour of allowing the
girls of big families to accompany their brothers. Many and many
an English girl who, unless she marries, has no other prospect at
home than to be a governess or a telegraph clerk, would, I believe,
be glad to go out under the safe guardianship of her brother,
sharing his hardships, mitigating the first loneliness of the great
wrench, which is the cause perhaps of more of the recklessness of
young Englishmen abroad than has ever been admitted, and taking
her part in that most entertaining of natural interests, the creation
of a home. No healthy, sensible girl fears work. It is the dulness
of the left-behind which makes so many of those whose circum-
stances are not altogether prosperous discontented.

Such a settlement as that of the mallee country in Viectoria is
essentially characteristic of temperate Australia. The rich lands of
Northern Queensland allow of even clcser settlement, for 100 acres
under sugar will probably give as valuable a return as 1,000 acres
under wheat. This close settlement will not fail to produce a
high level of civilisation of its own, but the employment of an
inferior class of labour not only introduces an entirely new element
of population, it will evidently modify to a very considerable extent
the character of the governing race. If any conclusions as to the
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future may be drawn from existing indications, I should say that
temperate Australia is destined to represent the democratic, and
tropical Australia the aristocratic, forces of the continent. It will,
of course, be objected that the labour party is as strong in
Northern Queensland as in any other portion of Australia, and that,
far from being aristocratic in her tendencies, the danger is that
Northern Queensland should be entirely controlled by the labour
vote. It may be so, but it seems difficult to believe that the intel-
ligent Australian labourer, converied into an employer, will resist
any more than his predecessors, under more or less similar circum-
stances, have resisted natural influences which tend to develop the
aristocratic sentiment. He will find himself a landowner, a
master, a voter, a producer of wealth, in other words a member of
a privileged class enjoying certain dignities and acknowledging
certain responsibilities. The instinets of a leader are not so
difficult to cultivate in men of English race that they are likely
under such conditions to remain dormant. Australia has already
given us a democracy which is good. It is within the possibilities
of her future that she may yet give us an aristocracy which isg
better.

Looking at the broad issues of Australian history the division
of the continent into tropical and temperate appears to me
to be the great political, and land settlement the great social,
question of the future. These two either include wholly or
affect all the more familiar subjects of controversy or discussion
with which we are occupied every day. The sessions of the
Australian Parliaments in the year which has just closed were
almost entirely taken up with questions of finance and land settlement.
It is because the lesson of the crisis has been that finance and land
settlement are, in faet, the same things. I have tried to touch for
a moment on the prineipal sources of Australian wealth. All of
them are in the soil. What Australia needs is that they should be
dug out of the soil, and so placed upon the markets of the world.
How best to get labour into direct operation upon her natural wealth
is the problem which she has set herself tosolve. She is attempting
it in ways which have not yet been tried elsewhere. The Bills for
the establishment of village settlements, co-operative communities,
‘homestead associations, and labour colonies which passed into
law ‘last year are nearly all of them accompanied by provisions
under which Government funds may be used to advance
loans on mortgage to cultivators desirous of taking up the
land. The theory of the movement is that, as the Government
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the work of Empire-making is work in which none of us need be
ashamed to join.

Australia is specially interesting as a field of social development,
and I have been asked to-night to speak of Australia. But had I
been asked to speak of South Africa or of Canada, there would have
been no less to say of the always increasing value of these great
Colonial groups. Each has its problems no less interesting than
those of Australia, and there is one question common to the out-
look of all three which.I cannot quit the subject of the Australian
future without touching. 1t is the question of separation from the
Empire.

There can be no doubt left in the mind of anyone who has
enjoyed the opportunity of free discussion in Australia that it is a
subject which occupies much local thought. Some of the best
aspirations of the rising generation are centred upon the ideal,
which they believe to be a patriotic and disinterested one, of an
entirely independent national life. The radical democratic ideal
may, I think, generally be said to favour separation. A good deal
of the mature liberal thought of Australia preserving the remem-
brance of what used to be resented as undue interference from
home in local affairs, and not fully recognising perhaps how entirely
any desire to interfere has passed from the traditions of the Colonial
Office, is disposed also to nourish the belief that the best possibilities
of the Australian future can only be attained under conditions of
complete freedom from Imperial restrictions.

These different currents of thought, although restrained by practi-
cal considerations from any possibility of becoming effective, at pre-
sent are very strong. They carry with them some of the most
thoroughly respect-worthy sections of Australian opinion, and they
deserve very serious consideration. Against them there is still, fortu-
nately, from the point of view of those of us who care for the preserva-
tion of the unity of the Empire, to be put what may, I think, at present
be described as a much stronger collective body of opinion in favour
of a continuance of the Imperial tie. The question of the future is,
Which of these two bodies is likely to gain in strength ? To us, as
English people, it is a question which outbalances in importanceevery
other that can be asked about Australia. We should like to know for
certain when we speak of Australia whether weare speaking of our own
country or not. If not, we must necessarily approach Australian ques-
tions in a different spirit. The wonder and the wealth of the new
continent will be always interesting, but they will be no longer our
concern, If, on the contrary, Australia isto remain with us, and the
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Empire, at the creation of which we are assisting, is to be the
inheritance of our children, it is difficult to conceive of any-
thing which concerns us more intimately than the future of this vast
estate.

The prospect which is involved is equally important to all
citizens of the existing Empire. It presents to all of us, whichever
portion of the Empire we inhabit, exactly the same alternative of
being the citizens of a greater or a smaller State, and of bearing our
part in a greater or a smaller national life. ~'We cannot lose
Australia without Australia also losing us. If the question of the
predominance of the forces which make for unity or for separation
is the most important of all questions for us in the Australian out-
look, it is no less important for Australia. I think that few thought-
ful Australians would be prepared to give an absolutely decided
opinion one way or the other as to the event. All that can be done
is to reckon up the forces on either side, and endeavour to clear our
minds a little as to the causes which tend to produce or to develop
them.

Such a task lies beyond the scope of my present Paper, but I
would like to mention one among what must have been regarded
once as the natural forces making for disintegration, which seems
likely to yield more and more to the influences of modern develop-
ment. It is the ignorance of the Colonies with regard to each
other. I fancy that no traveller round the Empire can fail to be
struck with the fact that, while each of the outlying parts knows
something of England, and takes interest in what happens at home,
none of them know or care anything for each other. Canada knows
nothing of Australia, Australia ignores South Africa, South Africa
is profoundly indifferent to them both. - This state of feeling, if it
continued, must end in disintegration. But the signs are hopeful
that it will not continue. Not many years ago we were nearly as
ignorant here of all the Colonies as they are now of each other.
The development of easy and rapid communication, bringing with it
an immense increase in our Colonial trade, has relegated that state
of things to ancient history. The affairs of the Colonies are watched
here now with an interest which grows greater every day. The
same causes seem likely to bring about the same result between
the Colonies themselves. Inter-Imperial communication is bemg
rapidly developed. In the year which has just closed it has been,
for the first time, made possible to travel by steam round the
the world without touching any but British territory. The establish-
ment of the Canadian-Australian line of steamers between Sydney
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out of the difficulties into which they allege we have got. She says
truly that what we have to do is to develop our resources, now we
have learnt two lessons. We admit freely that both people and
Governments of the Australian Colonies have been extravagant. We
also admit we have neglected those resources Miss Shaw has so
eloquently described. We have made resolutions that we will be
prudent. We have resolved to devote ourselves energetically to the
development of the great estate we have the good fortune to possess.
It is not merely a resolution, however, for both Governments and
people are striving to live within their means, and they are doingit;
and, next, they are learning not to live on money derived from this
country, but, rather, on the resources extracted from Nature herself.
Having resolved on these two things, and pursning them, there is no
doubt whatever, I think, that we shall arrive, even in the opinion of
hostile critics, at that state of soundness and prosperity we never
perhaps should have lost. Miss Shaw’s ideal is the unity of the
Empire. For myself, looking at the map of the vast territory we
possess, I cannot say—no man can say—what will be the ultimate
position of the great Colonies; but I do say that, so far as one can
at present see, there is a sufficient field for the efforts of the most
ardent patriot in assisting to consolidate the great Empire of which
we are a part.

Sir Savn Samuern, K.C.M.G., C.B.: I am quite certain you will
agree with me that we have this evening heard a most able and
eloquent Paper, the result of Miss Shaw’s visit to Australia.
Those who know those Colonies must have marvelled at the extra-
ordinary way in which that lady travelled over the country, in a
manner very few men would have done, encountering and defying
difficulties which would have been faced with reluctance by expe-
rienced bushmen. She has acquired information with which very
few people, even those long resident in the Colonies, are acquainted,
and she has imparted this to us this evening in a manner which
must be agreeably surprising to all present. I notice Miss Shaw
speaks of Australia as not having a past—not having a history,
Now from one point of view I think Australia has a marvellous
history. I can recollect—and I am not a very old man—when the
whole population of Australasia was only 120,000 ; nowit is 4,000,000;
when New South Wales was, in fact, all Australia, and the other Aus-
tralian Colonies had no existence on the map of the world. I can
remember too the time when the whole trade was not more than
£120,000; it now amounts to £120,000,000. Isnot this a wonderful
progress—a history of which any country may beproud ? It is said
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the Australasian Colonies are indebted to the extent of £200,000,000;
but what has been done with this? We have settled 4,000,000
people on the lands of the country, and we have made a trade for Eng-
land, which has benefited the old country as much as the Colonies.
Miss Shaw has proved herselfa true friend to the Colonies, as by her
able writings in her articles in the Times she has set forth some
facts with regard to the Colonies which were an able defence against
the libellous publications in which the Australasian Colonies were
traduced in a manner almost unparalleled ; and not satisfied with
having brought ruin on many thousands of people, some of these
writers are now trying to produce the same effect in this country
by their attacks on the Bank of England. The financial panic in
the Australian Colonies has been indeed most serious; but their
recuperative power is so great that already they are recovering, and
the capitalists of the Mother Country have regained confidence, and
the securities of Australia are now favourite stocks on the Fnglish
market. On behalf of the Colony I represent I beg to thank Miss
Shaw most sincerely for the valuable Paper she has so eloquently
read to us this evening.

Lieut.-General Sir ANDREW CLARKE, G.C.M.G., C.B., C.I.E.: I
should have liked to have seen this assembly depart after the reading
of the Paper with the echoes of Miss Shaw’s eloquent words still
vibrating in their ears, so that the impression might not be in any
degree blurred and obliterated by subsequent discussion. That is
my own feeling in the matter. But being called upon as the repre-
sentative of a Colony and of a country with which more than nearly
forty years ago I had some little to do I could not fail to respond
to the challenge. I will only say, with reference to this very
remarkable Paper, that I look on that Paper as the beneficial result
of Miss Shaw’s mission from this country to the Australian
Colonies, and that it will be regarded there as constituting an
additional tie with the Mother Country. It is not only a practical
Paper; it is, what is much more important, a highly sympathetic
Paper; and sympathy in these matters does much more to build up
an Empire than any mere piling up of the facts of progress and
prosperity. I shall content myself, then, with offering to Miss
Shaw, on behalf of the Colony I represent, our grateful thanks for
what she has done in the heart of the Empire this night. This
Paper has, with reference to the Australian Colonies, great signifi-
cance, and, further, I believe that within its four corners are con-
tained elements which, properly applied by thoughtful and foreseeing
statesmen, will be fruitful in guiding the destinies of this Empire
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both in Great Britain and Australia could soon brush aside if fully
resolved on co-operating in this great Imperial duty. As Miss Shaw
truly says, ¢ the question is one of intelligent organisation.” With
respect to Miss Shaw’s concluding remarks on the possibility of the
severance of Australia from the Empire, I am disposed to think
that she has somewhat exaggerated the strength of the republican
sentiment. It is no doubt true that a certain amount of cheap and
irrepressible republicanism finds vent at the meetings of the Aus-
tralian Natives’ Associations; but too much importance must not be
attached to these undisciplined ebullitions and soaring aspirations
of ardent Colonial youth. It would alsobe a great mistake to draw
hasty conclusions from the fact that the one Australian republican
weekly—the Sydney Bulletin—has a large circulation all over the
continent. Not one reader ina hundred glances at or is in the least
impressed by its republican editorials. People purchase it because
it is a lively, original, up-to-date journal, packed with items of news
and personal gossip not accessible elsewhere. I believe that in the
future, as in the past, public opinion in Australia will be over-
whelmingly in favour of the maintenance of the Imperial connection.
Apart altogether from patriotic and sentimental motives, it is not
likely that the great body of thinking and intelligent Australians,
knowing that France and Germany have secured footholds in their
waters, and that Russia is within striking distance in the North
Pacific, will lightly cast off that Imperial protection which is now
the surest and the strongest guarantee for the peace, progress, and
prosperity of all our great Colonies.

The Right Rev. the Lord Bishop of BrisBaxe: I entirely sym-
pathise with the remarks of a previous speaker in one point, viz,
that we should have done well if after hearing Miss Shaw’s Paper
we had departed in silence, and not have allowed our attention to
be diverted by any subsequent remarks. Asone thinks of the Paper,
_one may contrast its thoughtful utterances with those inflictions
from which we sometimes suffer at the hands of some who are com-
monly known as ¢ globe-trotters.” Too often it has been the case that
persons have come to Australian shores, and enjoyed Australian
.hospitality for a few days, and then have gone home, deeming them-
selves competent to write an exhaustive account of Australia and
_the Australians. Miss Shaw has happily taught us a very different
lesson. Not only has she in the most painstaking manner investi-
gated all the facts for herself, but she has shown, moreover, that
she is possessed of that penetration which sees at once the bearing
of the facts; and her Paper, which none of us can forget, lays us
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under a deep obligation. If we were to sum up in a single sentence
the practical and immediate outcome of the Paper, it would be this,
that the primary need of Australia, as a condition of advance, is more
population. I lay stress on that, because from my own experience
I know that, particularly among the working classes, there is at
this moment a great delusion prevalent, viz. that there are too
many people in Australia,—and, indeed, some few are finding their
way back. Now, I think that Miss Shaw’s Paper has made it
abundantly clear that what we are suffering from is rather the
absence of adequate population—population of the right sort.
You have sometimes, perhaps, sent out to your Colonies persons of
the wrong sort. There are persons who come out—I will not say
that they expect to pick up gold in Queen Street, for they do
not expect to take so much trouble. They expect to lean against
the lamp-post at the street corner, while somebody else picks it up
and hands it to them. If we were to get consignments of the better
class of labour—men fitted for the work which waits to be done—
we should begin to solve some of those problems which still await
golution. I join with those who have already spoken in tendering
to Miss Shaw—whom it was my privilege to meet in Queensland—
our most sincere thanks for her eminently suggestive and valuable
Paper.

Mr. H. B. HanrexsteIN (New Zealand): The substance of
what I had intended to say has already been expressed by previous
speakers, and I will therefore detain you for only one moment to
say that, having resided for something like forty years in Australia
and New Zealand, and travelled a great deal through those countries,
I can bear testimony to the very able manner in which Miss Shaw
has treated the subject. I have seen the ups and downs of New
Zealand, which some years ago passed through a similar crisis to
that which has been experienced by the Australian Colonies, and I
am able to say that in my opinion Miss Shaw has well gauged the
future of Australia.

Sir RoBerT G. W. HerBERT, G.C.B. : I am obliged to our Chair-
man for giving me the opportunity of saying how cordially I endorse
all the compliments paid this evening to Miss Shaw. I have had
some peculiar opportunities of observing Miss Shaw’s remarkable
ability in acquiring information in regard to Colonial problems, and
her great capacity in solving them. When I was at the Colonial
Office she used occasionally to visit me for the purpose of seeking
such explanations as I might be able to give her, but those visits
generally resulted in my receiving some of that information which,
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payment of the amount at the London Office.

BILLS are sent out for collection, and other money business transacted In the above.named Colonies.

OR IMMEDIATE SALE,—£9,000 4} per Cent.
Queensland National Bank Deposit Receipt, and
£6,000 41 per Cent. Australian Joint Stock Bank Deposit
Receipt. Price for both £12,250 nett.
Apply AryoLp & Co., 26 Shaftesbury Avenue, W.
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STEWARD’S

BINOCULAR
FIELD, MARINE,

AND

ARE

¥ Renowned for their fine definition, good

power, and large field of view.

THE DUKE BINOCULAR, £6. 6s.

IN SLING CASE. PRICES FROM
The best and most powerful glass made
for Field and Marine use and long L1, 1s. to £12. 12s.

dlstance Shootm ng, &c.

A FERFET f\ STEWARD'S

MNEROID WG VERNIER SURVEYING ANEROID.
BAROMETER For Beploring, Military, and other Work.
Reading to every 5 feet of Altitude up to 13,000 feet.

This is specially constructed so that each 1,000
feet are the same length on the dial, and the scale
of inches increasing in length instead ot decreasing
as usnal. The works are compensated and of finest
qnality, so that there is no play in the hands.

£S8. 8s.

TESTIMONIAL.

DEAR SIR, ATLANTA : July 1890,

I am sending you a draft for another Vernier
Aneroid and a Labbez Telemeter with Telescopic
power. I like the instruments very much. The
Aneroid is the best I have seen.

Yours, F. W, SPENCER, A.M., Ph.D,, F.G.S.

State Gealogist of Georgza, U.S.A.

- ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUES gratis, post
Steward’s Vernier Aneroid. free (ask for Parts 1, 2, and 6.)

J. H. STEWARD

Optician to the Soritish, Colonfal, and Forefgn (Bovernments, and the
Tational Rifle FEssociation by FEppointment,

106 STRAND, 467 WEST STRAND, W.C., 7 GRACECHURCH STREET, E.C.,
LOINIDOIN.
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e
Portable Engine.

. » ing Engine, with Pate
ac eviiiyYind z’.\’}nﬂf]'oﬁndation:.

Engine and Boiler can be supplied for fixing
separately from each other,

Also Makersof Patent
Portable and Semi-
Fixed 0il Engines.

Improved Hoisting Engine, 10;Head Stamp Battery.

N.B.—Also Makers of all descriptions of Pumps, Wrought-iron Pit Head Gears, Mi
: 4 and Gold, Sglver, Lead, &c., ’Iteduction DMachinery. S oo

GLOBE WORKS, LINCOLN.
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UNION LINE.

FOR SOUTH AFRICAN GOLD FIELDS & MASHONALAND.

Cape of Good Hope, Natal, and East African, Madagascar, and
Mauritius Royal Mail Service.
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WEEKILY SERVICE.
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THE UNION STEAMSHIP COMPANY, Limited.

ESTABLISHED 1853.
THE Royal Mail Steamers of the Union Steamship Company, Limited (under contract with the
Governments of the Cape of Good Hope and Natal) sail from Southampton every alternate
Saturday, calling at Madeira, and proceeding thence to South African Ports.

The Intermediate Steamers are despatched from Hamburg fortnightly, after calling at
Rotterdam and Antwerp alternately, sailing finally from Southampton on alternate Saturdays,
and taking Passengers and Goods for South African Ports without transhipment. The Inter-
mediate Steamers call at Lisbon and Canary Isiands, and at St, Helena at regular intervals.
Every 28 days the Intermediate Steamers proceed to Tamatave (Madagascar) and Mauritius.

Passengers are conveyed to Lisbon, Madeira, and Canary Islands; and Passengers
and Goods to St. Helena, Ascension, Cape Town, Mossel Bay, Knysna, Port Elizabeth
(Algoa Bay), East London, Natal, Delagoa Bay, Tamatave (Madagascar), and Mauritius.

gE AST COAST SERVICE. Every six weeks Passengers and Goods are conveyed to Inhambane,
Port Beira (Pungue River), Chinde (Zambesi), Quillimane and Mozambique.

Return Tickets issued. Surgeon and Stewardesses carried.
ELECTRIC LIGHT, REFRIGERATORS, &C. SUPERIOR ACCOMMODATION AND CUISINE,

For Handbooks and all Information apply to—

THE UNION STEAMSHIP COMPANTY, Limited,

CANUTE ROAD, SOUTHAMPTON;
And SOUTH AFRICAN HOUSE, g4 to g6 Bishopsgate Street Within, LONDON,

CASTILE LINE
ROYAL MAIL SERVICE.

WEEKLY SAILINGS FROM LONDON

FOR THE GOLD FIELDS OF SOUTH AFRICA
AND MASHONALAND.

LONDON, SOUTHAMPTON, MADEIRA, GRAND CANARY, CAPE COLONY, NATAL,
DELAGOA BAY, BEIRA, MADAGASCAR AND MAURITIUS.

THROUGHEH BOOKTNGS wzroM HOLLAND.
THE ROYAL MAIL STEAMERS OF

THE CASTLE MAIL PACRETS COMPANY, LTD.,

Leave London every alternate Friday, and sail from Southampton on the following Saturday,
with Mails, Passengers, and Cargo, for Cape Colony and Natal, calling at Madeira.

Intermediate Steamers are despatched every 14 days from London for Cape Colony, Natal,
Delagoa Bay, &c., vit Grand Canary, thus forming & Weekly Service from London.

Passengers and Cargo are taken every fortnight for Delagoa Bay and Beira (Pungwe River) and
every four weeks for Madagascar and Mauritius.

Return tickets issued for ALL PORTS. Handbook of Information for Passengers gratis on
application. LoaDpING BERTH-—East India Dock Basin, Blackwall, E. Free Railway Tickets are granted
from London to Southampton to Passengers by Royal Mail Steamers.. Experienced Surgeons and Stewardesses
on every Steamer. Superior Accommodation. Excellent Cuisine.

DONWATD CURRIE & CO., MANAGERS.

LONDON—1, 2, 3 and 4 Fenchurch Street, E.C. MANCHESTER—15 Cross Street.
LIVERPOOL—25 Castle Street. GLASGOW—40 St. Enoch Square,










