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\

FROM the entreaties of a Friend the following
¢ Notes” were written for bis private eye : —from - -
the folicitations of other friends they are now
offered to the eye of the Public. The former were
tender perfuafions, and, in obeying them, the
author had much and fincere gratification: he .
withes he could feel as well aflured that he is pur-
fuing the path of wifdom, by yielding to the latter.
But he is too fenfible that what may be amufing,
or may, evel, be deemed valuable, in the clofet of
friendfhip, may be very unfit to meet the lefs-pre-
judiced judgment of the world; and he is not

. without many apprehenfions, lelt a flattering par.
tizlity—a partiality which often deals praile, where
no merit is duc, fhould have induced him to pre-
fent to the Public what ought never to have efcaped
beyond the limits of private perufal.

Ag
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Confcious how little his ¢ Notes” are calcu-
lated to withftand the fcrutinizing feverity of cri-
ticifm, he may obferve that, at no time, during
the period of writing them, had he a thought that
they were deftined to appear at the bar of the pub-
lic. To fulfil the withes of one, whofe fentiments
and opinions were dear to him, was a grateful
tafk : it was congenial to his feelings, and, regard-
lefs of ftudied rules, he performed it with all the
freedom of familiar intercourfe. He, daily, devoted
to his friend the few laft minutes, previous to em-
bracing' his pillow : it, confequently, happened
that his sremarks were, ‘frequently, traced with a
drowly pen, or hurried over with a wearied and re-
lu&tant arm: but, from adopting this habit, the bufy
occupation of the day fuffered no interruption ;
all the occurrences were noted, whilft they were
ftrongly alive in the memory ; and thofe who have
known the privation of a long and perilous abfence
from their home, and’ the objeéts of their efteem,
will comprehend the many happy affociations,
which were, thus, brought to fweeten the hours of
repofe. B

At the time of the author’s arrival in the
Weft Indies every thing, in the tropical regions, was
new to him. His defire to obtain information was
ardent, and without waiting to digeft his remarks
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into a fyftematic train—to {tamp them with the
importance of method—or to' improve them by
more mature obfervation, he endqavbured to coa-
vey, to his friend, a corret and faithful reprefenta~ .
tion of the feelings impreflfed upon bhis mind, by
the novel fcenes around him, whillt he was yet a
ftranger, and before habit and familiarity had
weakened their effect.
° :

He fears that the frequent repetitions, necef-
fary to this mode of communication, will be found
to be more tedious, and, in fome inftances, even
more multiplied than a * thrice told tale,” but he
faw no way of avoiding them, withour altering the
whole plan of the work, and depriving it of <he
only merit, which he feels it hasany title to claim,
viz. that of giving the occurrences, precifely as
they pafled before the eye. He was not engaged
in a deliberate voyage of difcovery; nor did the
buly and anxious duties of his appointment allow
him time to devote to purfuits of minute inveftiga-
tion. The utmoft he could hope was to catch
events as they paffed, and faithfully to note them,
from the impreffion of the fleeting moment : and,
if it fhould be objefted to him that the remarks
are not always of high importance, he would
obferve that it is not from great oscurrences,
alone; that a corrett judgment is formed of men
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and things. It is more from the daily, common
round, than from the great and blazoned events,
that a juft knowledge is acquired of the cha-

raters of individuals : — perhaps, allo, of empires,
_ mations, and colonies.
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Southampton, oa. 3, :79;.

THE happinefs we enjoy by preferving an
.lntercourfe with our frieads when feparated
from them, beyond the reach of perfonal
Jnterview, ranks amongft the higheft bleffings
of civilized life. = The focial principle whigh
attaches man to his fpecies, influences him
‘wherafoeyer he. may.be placed, or whatfo-
ever his condition—it prevails equally in fa-
vage life and in polifhed fociety :~but it is
to navigation and the art of writing, thofe
powerful engines which have eftablithed a
freedom of jntercoutfe throughout.the wide
VoL, I - B
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‘extent of the globe, that we are indebted for
the fuperior enjoyment of communicating
with far diftant friends, and thereby ren-
.dering our feparation lefs intolerable.

Yet, will you, my friend, I fear, but toc

foon difcover how much you have facrificed

" - _your judgment to your friendfhip, in fo
firenuoufly requiring frequent communica-
_tions, from me, during my abfence from Eng-
-land.—In the correfpondence your kindnefs
has exa@ed you will have to encounter a
‘tatk, while all the advantages of amufe-
ment and inftruion will be mine: but you

" have - brought it upon yourfelf, and muft,
therefore, be content to fee me your debtor,
,affured of my regret that the benefit, to be

- derived, cannot be reciprocal.- Did I even

" . poflefs all the glowing and happy talents ne-
~ sceflary to defcriptive narration, the bufy
-employment of my-time, and the unfettled

- ftate of my mind, amidft the perpetual hurry

. and uncertainty of military movements, muft
prevent me. from obferving, and fill more.
*from relating what may pafs before me, with
ihe accuracy you might expe&, or I could

o
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‘defire. Indeed, were genius mine, and all
the acute and penetrating powers fitted for
the tafk, ftill, from being unable to mature
my remarks by the recurrent eye. of-# con-
tinued refidence, all I could offer you, would,
neceﬂ'anly, be fupcrﬁclal and undlgeﬁed

You will peraeive, therefore, that, unde:
all circumftances, yours cannot fail to be a
trial of patience, for, you can only expe&
the perufal of hafty notes, haftily colle®ed,
- by an obferver whofe time muft be devoted
to the duties of his appointment—and whofé
-movements and paufes muft be regulated by
thofe exigencies of the army which more
immediately, and imperioufly demand his at-
tention.
But it were needle{s to enter into a de-
tail of the allowances you: will have to make,
You already know them : hence, as apologies
are irkfome. to you, I forego all further com-
ment, and, meetmg you as you defire, pro-
ceed to my fubje&t. You command me,
and, as the foft di@ates of friendthip ufually
g pulﬁte upon-, my heart with an mﬂuence

32
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too grateful to be dxfregardcd — my pen
obeys. =

" The adventures of a ftage-coach are fome-
times  amufing, but it happened that my jour-
ney, hither, was peculiarly devoid of incident,
bemg, merely, a dark no&turnal ride, which
paffed on_without any thmg to divert, or to
intereft.

Accordmg to my ufual habit I felt no
axfpoﬁtxon to ﬂeep, but, wrapt in penfive
Rillnefs, fat undifturbed, and let my cogitative
faculties have their way. My fat companions,
whom you faw in the mail, proved to be three

of the fturdy fons of old Ocean. ‘They had
formed rather an intimate acquaintance with
'a .certain perfonal pronoun; and, in ab-
ruptnei's of manner, feemed to be as nearly
related to that great perfonage Mr. John
_ Buﬂ as to his'’kind patron, father Neptune.
if I miftake them not, they were the com-
manders of fome trading fhips, or tranfports,
‘gomg out with the convoy. The one fitting
upon the fame feat with myfelf, fo fpread his
huge fea-wom Imﬂ)s a8 to occupy nearly the
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whole width of the coach, th_ruﬁing my, com.
paratively, diminutive perfon up into the cor-
ner like a very bodkin. Each of them, plante
ing himfelf, with a loud grunt, quite at hig
cafe, they all lowered down their travelling
caps, and, turning into their births in the fe-
veral corners, funk as profoundly into the
arms of Morpheus as though they had.been
quietly fwinging in their hammocks upon the
{mooth furface of a weftern ocean, - Qcca-
fionally they were rather loud in flarts of
foncrous repofe, otherwife they caufed no .
interruption of my meditations ; and as dark-
nefs deprived me of all the vhriety of pafling
objects, the want of fleep was, in fome mea-
fure, compenfated by my fenfes fallmg into
the ﬂumber of weakened 1mpreﬂion.

- Amidft the ﬁillnefs of night we rolled
fwiffly on, without impediment or delay,
always finding horfes in readinefs at the placg -

of change. Even'the great bufinefs of eat-

ing and drinking was more than commonly

dlfregardcd. No focial hour of fupper was

obferved: nor were our conduttors troubled

with thofe frequent calls of thirft, ywhich are,
. 53
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¢omthonly, fo vexatious and annoying to the
paffengers. © To arrive at'the end of the joura
ney feemed: alike the objet of all.  Within
the coach: it was my’ lot, alone, teo be fenfible
of time, or diftance.© Our fleeping captaing
might have fancied themfelves to have been
transferred by fome fudden or fylph-like aid ;
for,: the''curtains of their eyes but dropped
Wwith'thé’ clofing day of London, to be again
uplifted with the rifing fun of ‘Southampton,
S N '

" “We arrived at an early hour, and after
taking the refrehment of a cold ablution,
and 4 plentiful breakfaft, I proceeded, with- .
out 'déldy, to hcad-quarters, to announce my
arrival, and to pay thy refpe&s to the com-
mander in chief. It happened that the in«
fpe@or-general of hofpitals was with Sir
Ralph Abercromby, at the time I called, I,
therefore, reported my appointment to both—s
lnd put myfelf under eommand. - iz

, The effe@ of this mament, upon my
“mind, I had not fully anticipated.- It was a
 thoment big with fenfation, but I cannot fay

. v—with delight} A fadden impulfe fluthed

Ay
1
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within me, which feemed to create. unexe~,
peced feelings, as it were, of regret,.on the.
- furrender of my liberty. Reécalling the days.
of my youth, when, at fchool, I was fubje&.
to the will of a mafter, my mind, in vivid
remenbrance, rapidly retraced all the images
. of a reftraint which had fo long been irkfome
to it, and in high impatience of the impref
fion, bufy appeal feemed to call aloud, - Doft
thou not recolle& that it was then, the anx=
ious theme of all thy hopes to efcape from

~ fetters, and gain the exercife of thine own

will? Didft thou not anticipate, as the con-
" fummation of thy beft withes, the proud and
. happy period when thou_thould’ft’ arrive at
the power of felf-command? and, this at-
tained, would’ft thou, now, furrender the free~
dom of a&ion fo long, and fo anxioufly con-
templated as thy greateft good—would’ft thou
abandon  the. happy . acquifition for which
thou hadft langui{hed-—for which thou hadft
toiled through fo many tedious years I

Such ;avex"e the repugnant', an& aifcourage
ing appeals of momentary impulfe; but fober
vealon quickly refumed her throne, and, pure

B4 o
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folilg ‘2 more teripered train of ideas, ba-
niifhed ‘the hoftile impreffion; when the re-
newal of former cdntcthplations foon rcﬁorcd
,me to myfelf '

From the qudrters of the commander in
chief, T accompanied the infpe@or-general to
vifit the fick, and, in profeffional purfuit,
forget the wayward feelings of a difcordant
nitiient, -

'This walk afforded me the opportunity
of tzking an early view of the military hofpital,
and I have great pleafure in remarking to
you thiat it doés fhuch ctedit to the do&tor’s *
judgiment. and indiftry. Placed in the di-
re@ion of the miedical départment, his exer-
tions have demonfirited how effential it is to
¢omnit. that important appointment to an
efficer whofe experience qualifies Him for all
thie vatious duties it demonds. ¥rom a well
devifed ‘artangeinent, forwarded by a zealous
and laudable induftry, he has caufed a large
old ‘building, lat¢' a fugai-houfe, to be con-
D B

® Sit J. MiNamara Huptsi-- g’ -
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verted into a commodious, and well-aired
hofpital; where the unfortunate fick are
¢omfortably placed, duly attended, and con-
veniently, as wéll as liberally " accommodated
with.- all . that their afflied fituation des
mands,

After my vifit at the hofpital, I fpent the
remainder of the motning in perambulating
the town and its environs, and in making va-
rious calls upon my friends and acquaintances.
At the hour of dinner I found myfelf en fa-
mille with colonel M., whofe lady is among,
the unhappy inconfolables, whom this fad
expedition is about to feparate from theie
Lords. In the afternoon I joined feveral of
my profeffional comrades at the.infpector-
‘general s; and, to complete the round of a
bufy day, accompanied a party, in the even.
ing, to the pubhc rooms: the nlght I crown
to you, for, as my pen traces the hour, the
clock ﬁnkes-——twclvc.



LETTER I
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Scemery, promenades, amufements, e. of Southampton. Ity
many accommodations for the fick and the well. Refleftions
upon vifiting the encampment mear Southampton. Remarks
upon the difcouraging fentiments conveyed to the troops.

. Tbe eutbor obiains leave of abfence ta return to London.

_ Probable miflake refpeciing the author, and fome of bis
comrades. The utility of perfons engaged in the fervice
‘accommodating themfelves to nrcungﬂana:. Facility of

. yielding to events a leading feature in the chatraller of the
French.  Refletions upon this principle as forming a con-

* troff between the French and Englifs.  Further o%rw-

- tiong upon the French charafler,

Southampton, O&. 5.

Were you a ftranger to Southampton, I
might offer you many full pages upon its de-
- lightful fituation, and the many charms of its
environs; for it cannot be difputed that this
town and neighbourhood afford more of
pleaﬁng fcenery, convenience, - and accom-
modation, than moft other fpots i in England.
Within the town, the fick and the feeble
have the benefit of fea~bathing, the well and
the diffipated the amufements of a playhoufe,
public rooms, card-playing, and affemblies :—
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ewithout it, -all may find recreafion—the va<
rious promenades, either for walking, riding, -
rowing, or failing, being fuch as to invite and
to gratify even the moft faftidious. Pleafant
walks, - delightful water excurfions, and the’
fineft foreft rides, abound on every quarter,
offering all the variety of open tountry, ine
clofed fields, fea and river views, and wood-
land {cenery. Nor are the common and more
generally firiking lions of the neighbourhood
lefs:abundant : there being, within reach, a'
* multitude of towns, places, and obje@s which
ufually attra& the attention of ftrangers, fuch
as Portfmouth and its dock-yard, Gofport
and its hofpital, the Ifle of Wight; the flect
at Spithead, Winchefter, Lymington, Lynd-
hurﬁ Netley Abbey, &e. &c &c. i 4
W hort; Southampton would feem to b€
enc of the few places ¢qually calculatéd for
the invalid, the idle, and the gay; fot eack
may 'firid the -purfifit fitted for his habits and
inclinations. Without the: too ¢common ex< -
cefs of diffipation, this place offers every re-
creation.and amufement that a rational mind
can -defire ; and," in. the happy ‘combinationt
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of its rural fcenery, it prefents all the firft
requifites of a fummer retirement. ‘Nor will
‘the mere Epicurean vifitor be difappointed of
his gratiﬁcation,-—fJor the market is plente-
. oufly fupplied with the good things of life
The fith, poultry, butcher’s-meat, and: ve-

getables are not only abundant, but, alfo, the
beft of their kind.

‘The town is, commonly, well filled with
company, -during the fummer ; but, this year,
from the attraion of a camp, and the crowd
of military affembled to proceed with the

expedition, it is overflowing, and, confe- =

quently, all is life and motion. Still thofe
who feck retirement can readily find it,
whether in the lefs public parts of the town,
in the hedge-row path, the lonely fea-fide
walk, ' or, in penfive ramble, amidft the deep
fhades of the foreft :—or, they may efcape
from the bufy crowd, and noify throng, by -
retiring to the fill furface, and the tranquil
fcenes of the river,

The town itfelf bears all the appearance
of neatnefs and comfort, and the many hand«

1 91



13

fome villas near it not only improve the fur-
rounding fcenery, but, likewife, impofe a ge-
xm'a.l ut of wealth and opulence.

As you know my habit of vifiting what
are called tbe¢ lions of a place, as foon as poffible
after my arrival, you will conclude that I
have not negle@ed the encampment near
Southampton and, in this, you will Judge
corredly, for, wverily, I have not béen un~
mindful of it. I have made it a vifit of very
attentive infpe@ion, and much do I wifh it
were poffible for words to convey, to you, all
¢he hoft of feelings that rufhed into my mind
upon the occafion. . A whole volume of
mixed fenfations crowded my bofam, and I
fearcely knew which was predominant. View-
ing the foldiers in full contemplation of the
frict order, the manly deportment, and the

_elevated enthufiafm of the charalter, my
mind traverfed, in hafty review, all the pe-
tils and hardfhips;—the glory and honours,
‘which attach to a military life. I felt a fenfe
of pride and gratxﬁcatxon on feemg fo fine
a body of men ready to join in-our expedx-
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tion. My-imagination faw all the invitin}
forms of fuccefs before them. I obferved them
in battle, on the oppofite fide of the Atlantic;
felt honoured in their bravery ; hailed them
vitorious, and, crowned with the laurels they
+ad- won, re-conduéted them, in fafety,-to
their home, and their friends,. -~ - : - -«

. Yet-the/bright piture was.not without its
fhades: reftlefs fancy went on to bufy herfolf
in gloomy comparifons, in painful contrafts,
and’ affliGting reverfes! ' Viewing the bril-
linney, the order, and the comfort of- a do-
meftic camp, in the peaceful fields of England,
“fhe called up' ideas of a confufed and tomuls
| ~ tuous 'cncampment upon the enemy’s- {oil;
threatened by the approach of a daring foe;
routed by blood-thirfty cohorts,’ or formed
by a horde of mercilefs brigands! Next ap-
peared the dite confufion of battle, the diftrefs
~ of defeat, and the dread effe@s of panic, with

all the horrid fcene of bleeding wounds,
dying groans, and mangled bodies, and, fill
worfe than thefe, were piGured the fatal ills
of climate s—yellow-fever opened her all
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devouring jaws, and, in deadly dileafe, ex-

‘pofed a contraft, yet more affliive, than all
the penls of battle or defeat. -

Although in my mind, the more happy
face of the picture maintained its impreffion, I
am forry to believethat the general fenfation  of
the country is in fympathy with the oppofite,
A degree of horror feems to have overfpread
. the nation from the late deftru&ive eﬂ'e&i of
the 'yellow-fever, or, what the multitude de-
nominates, the Weft India plague ; infomuch’
that a fenfe of terror attaches to the very
name of the Weft Indies—many, even, con-
fidering it fynonimous with the grave; and,
perhaps, it were not too much to fay; that all,
who have friends-in the expedition, appre-
hend more from difeafe than the fword.

Such difcouraging fentiments.I am forry
'to find: have not- been concealed from ‘the
troops. The fearful farewel of defponding
' friends is every day, and hour, either heed-
lefsly, or artfully founded in their ears. Peo- .
ple walkmg about the ‘camp, attendmg at a
'revxew, or 4 paralé, or merely upon ﬁsemg
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parties of ‘foldiers in the fircsts, are heard to
exclaim,~“ Ah, poor fellows ! you are going
to your laft home! What pity fuch brave men
fhould go to that Weft India grave !—to that
hateful climate to be killed by the plague!
Poor fellows, good bye, farewel! we fhall
_'_-sievcr fee you back again !” With fych like -
accents are the ears of the foldiers inceflantly
faluted; and the hopelefs prediQiens are
Joudly echoed, fer the worft of purpofes, by
.the defigning, whofe turbulent fpirjts would

feaft in exciting dxfcontcut;nent among the
troops. .

But, ftrongly as I would condemn:every
attempt, and every incaution, which might
_create even the feebleft ray of terror ia the
breafts of the foldiers, yet I cannot but be fea-
fible, that it is a fervice of imminent danger:
and, while I look at thefe men, ia high ad-
.miration of their intrepid charaer,. the re-
. colletion of the general fenfation, . which -
 prevails refpe@ing them, fteals upon me,
.and my bofom heaves a filent pang in the
confcioufnefs that a great majority of them
wxll never. rct.urn. Snll 1 would hopg that

~
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- every loldier is governed by the fame in-
dividual feelings as myfelf, and that each is
fully imprefled with the belief that it will be
his lot to efcape. With the greateft truth I
may aver that, notwithftanding all the de-

- - prefling rumours of the moment, and the

~ trembling alarm of friends and relatives, I do.
not feel the flighteft perfonal apprehenfion,
cither with refpe& to climate, or difeafe. What
~thall prove to be my fate, amidft all the
chances of fervice, it were idle to conje&ure,
but I fhall embark with confident affurance
of returning to my friends, and to Old
England. T

It is the duty of foldiers to ferve where-
foever their country requires, and hence the
 attempts to infpire them with a dread of cli--
mate are not lefs cruel, than mifchievous.
Defigned to injure the country, they operate
" by diftrefling the feelings of the individual,"
~ whofe noble mind knows no fear of death
from other caufe ; but, if he falls, falls with-
out a murmur—glorying in having devoted
himfelf to his country, and, calmly, refigning
himfelf to the fate of war. ,

VOL. 1. L oc
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" It does not appear that the expedition is
'fo, immediately, upon the eve of failing as is
generally imagined. The whole of the troops
dre not yet affembled, nor are’all the tranf-
ports in readinefs. Finding this the cafe, I have
obtained leave of abfence for a week, and
have the profpe& of feeing you again before
my departure. . ‘ '

Repeating my vifit at the Infpettor Ge-
neral’s, I have learned, with fome fur'prize,'
- that my name is not upon the return of the -
hofpital ftaff of this armament, and I begin to
fear that my being ordered to Southampton
‘has been the offspring of error. Two other
ftaff-phyficians are in the fame predicament,
and it is, even, probable that, like many of the

more idle vifitors, we have only made a trip
to fee the camp, and go back again.

It is not unlikely that we may find our
names upon the St. Domingo ftaff, inftead
of the {taff of the Leeward Iflands ; in which
cafe we may expeGt to make a journey to
- Cork, to join the expedition about to fail from
Ireland.. This weuld be a difappointment to
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me, beyond the mere inconvenience of, agaia,
moving my perfon and my baggage, for, in

~ the Leeward Ifland divifion, I have acquaint-

ances, whom I had hoped to find my com-
rades on fervice : while, with the St. Domingo
ftaff, there are very few perfons to whom I am
known. But I am prepared for all the uncers _
tainties and difappointments,I mayhave to'en«
counter : confidering the duties of my appoint=
ment as the great obje& of my attention, I
fhall make it my ftudy to remove whatever
difficulties may occur, by fubduing them.

Except in what regards individual con--
nedions, there is, perhaps, no queftion of
chioice between the two divifions of the arma-
ment ; the fervice, fo far as it refpe@s our.,
departmcnt being, eflentially, the fame in one
part of the Weft Indies as in another ; and,
if I fhould be ordered to Cork to join the St.
Domingo expedition, I hope I have philo-
fophy enough to foothe the difappointment,’
by regarding the journey through Wales, and
Ireland,—two countries which I have been
long defirous to vifit, in fome degree as a
~competifation.. ' '
' c1a
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In my prefent purfuit I feel the neceflity
" of eftablifhing it as a principle to view oce
currences in their beft light, and, inftead of
repining that more cannot be obtained, to
feek comfort from what falls in my path._
Were we to ‘adopt, this as a leading: maxim,
in all fituations, it is more than poffible that
we might, often, have happy hours, where we
know only thofe of mifery.; for fuch a prin-
ciple, applied with wifdom, would tend very
“'much to blunt the fharp thorns of life. As
if the evils of the world were not enough fe-
vere, we, too commonly, attach ourfelves to
the unhappy face of events, brood over fan-
cied forrows, and, ‘eagerly, multiply our dif
appointineﬁts, wholly overlooking the more
favorable features from which peace, har-
mony, and comfort might derive.

¢ Yet fome there are, of men I think the worft,
Poor imps ! ‘unhappy if they can’t be curs’d,
For ever brooding over mis'ry’s eggs”
* K % % % % ¥ % * »

#O#i####*,i

& This gloomy tendency of our dxfpoﬁtlon
forms a remarkable chara&eriftic between the
people of England and thofe of Frances

¢
>
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while an Englithman, in affli&ive contempla-
tion, dwells on misfortune, even to fuicide—a
Frenchman, let the affairs of the moment be
never fo adverfe, always finds wherewithal to
attach his better hopes; and, furely, when”
any occurrence proves lefs happy than we had
anticipated, it is wife policy rather to extra&®
from it all the good we can, than to give up -
ourfelves wholly to the fadnefs of difappoint-
ment, becaufe it fulfils not our every wifh.
From this facility of yielding to events,
it has been faid that the French people
know ho®w to play the game of happinefs
‘better than the Englith. It miay be fo. But
 ftill it is poffible that the principle, to which
I allude, may be carried to excefs. Where it
is the effe@ of a patient and manly fortitude,
and employed to fupport us againft injury,
misfortune, and difappointment, it is both
- amiable and virtuous, and may be dignified
with the title of phiiofophy. But it is fome-
times the effe& of frivolity, or depravity—
is conne@ed with vice and diffipation, and
highly unworthy. When proceeding from
this fource, it fuperfedes all the finer feelings
€3
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and fentiments of the mind. It deftroys the
natural affe®tions, and, weakening the attach-
ment which ought to exift, between man and
man, tends to make mere egotifts of us all.
It not only renders us infenfible to our own
misfortunes, and the common ills of life, but
makes us callous to the fufferings of others,
and fhuts the heart againft thofe feelings
~ of {ympathy and compaflion, which, being
founded in humanity, are among the higheft
~ adornments of our nature.

- Notwithftanding my determination to
pafs over the ills of my prefent employment as
lightly as poffible, I confefs myfelf to be one
" of thofe dull Britons who would hope never
to fee the period when French levity fhall
fuperfede John Bull’s fedate integrity. Ifa
Frenchman diffipates: the paffing moment
with greater mirth and cheerfulnefs, fill there
is a fomething in the ‘more folid attachment,
and the blunt honefty of. an Eﬁgli{hman,
which is more important, and more interefts
and engages our efteem. -

As a ftranger, or traveller, I lobk not for
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friendfhip, or for confidence, and have always
hailed that urbanity and eale of manner,
, which make the moment pleafant ; or have
been in good humour with that fmooth and
extended politenels ~which- means
thing at_all!' But, when refiding among
- Englithmen,—my countrymen, whom "I
regard more as the relatives of one great

family, I have always feemed to expe& a
degree of ftability and fincerity, which it

were idle to look for in the mere traveller’s
hour,

Nno=

The plodding purfuits, and fober attach-
ments of the Englith, poflefs not fufficient
goit for the appetite of a Frenchman,
whofe life may be faid to conftitute one
fyftem—one continued feries of intrigue.
In all his occupations he req.uireé the high
feafohing of variety. 'Whatever the fubftance
of his purfuit, intrigue is alv;ra_ys the condi-
ment. Withour a fpice of intrigue the board
were infipid, however fumptuous. A French-
man troubles not himfelf with the affe@ions ;

_but is a dupe to his- paflions. His attach-
ments wear away with the moment, and are

c4
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" not thought of beyond the period of bemg
convenient to his purpofe. He is often dif-
appointed, but never difmayed. Al regret,
for the paft, he buries in fomenew fcheme or -
adventure. If one proje& fails, he, inftantly,
- flies to another, exclaiming, *“ Ah, Diable!
cela ne me conviens pas. Il y faut un autre’
_projet: "Allons! tachons engcore.”—If ‘he
fucceeds not to-day, he has always a new plan
for to-morrow. If difcomfited in the fcheme
of. the morning,. he feels certain of fuccefs in
.the nmouveau projer of the evening. Some-
thing new, fomething not of plain or ready
attainment—{omething poflefling a real or -
a fancied intricacy is always imagined, or
attempted. No matter how vaft, or how fri-
volous the obje&—whether a revolution of
the ftate, or a game of loto. It diverts his
. attention, diffipates the moment, fhields him
from the fadnefs of difappointment, and fhuts
the door againft ennui. From the condu&,
ufually, purfued it would feem to/be a lead-
ing feature, in the charater of a Frenchman,
fiot to attach himfelf ferioufly, or permanently
to any thing; but to avail himfelf of all
~ paffing circumftances, gielding to each, or

€.
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‘caufing each to yield to his purpofe. In this -
'way he travels the great journey of life
with lefs of care and forrow than the more
fedate of other nations; fombre refleGtion
offering no impediment to a path, which, at
every ftep, bears his loved motto,—% Vive
la bagatelle ! ' ’

I am aware that you will plead very
broad exceptions to this, as a general chas
ratter, and I moft readily admit them ; fory
although the reverfe is too common, I have
feen Frenchmen, under misfortune, whofe
patient fubmiffion, inftead of bearing the
- marks of levity gnd frivolity, has exhibited
all the manly firmnefs of true dignity and
philofophy. '

But I am wandering from my fubje&t—
abruptly, therefore, Good night!



LETTER III

The author veturns to London with Doclor Mafter.  They
are ordered 1o join the St. Domingo flaff, at Cork. Au-
thor paffes a few day: with his friends. Provides new
Jupplies of baggage. Medical officers’ uniform.

| London, O&. ¢

I HAD hoped that you would have received

my laft letter before you left town, and, in

the flattering expe@ation of feeing you again,
before my departure from England, I haftened:
to your home, immediately, upon my arrival
‘in London; when I was extremely difap-

. pointed to find that you were gone, and that
. I cannot have the gratification of, pe}(bnally,
telling you, that my journey to Southampton
proves to have been only a vifit to the camp.

Finding that we were not appointed to
the Leeward Ifland diviﬁoﬁ, Do&or Mafter
and myfelf returned to Town, and, as we fuf-
pe&ed, found 6ur names upon the lift of the
St. Domingo ftaff. We are now dire&ted to
proceed in the Ulyfles, armed tranfport, to

'9 .
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- Cork, 'to join the expedition under major-

~ general Whyte. But as this thip is now in
the Thames, and is to touch at Spithead on
her way, it will give us a few days to pre-
pare our baggage, and inftead of going round
with her by fea, we can put our things on
board, and meet the veflel at Portfmouth.
I fhall thus gain a few pleafant hours, among
my friends, which I had not anticipated ; and
thall have time to, provxde myfdf with fuch
neceflaries as I may require, both for the
voyage, and the climate. Moft of the few
things which I had been able to hurry to-
gether, during the fhort moment allowed,
previous to my journey to Southampton, are
already rendered ufelefs to me, in confequence
of a fubfequent arrangemént, requiring the
. officers of the hofpital ftaff to appear in a
certain preferibed uniform. How will you.
fmile to fancy your friend, who hath fo long
clothed himfelf in fable, like a very lobfter,
changed, all at once, to a gay fcarlet, and
fringed and embroidered with gold. Come
and fee him, and be affured that, whether he
be gay or fad, his coat bright or black, he is
always, faithfully, = - - - - - - yours..
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LETTER IV.

Author returns to Southampton. Deflination of the Ulyffes
reported 10 be changed.  Expedition flill delayed.  Author -
vifits the theatre, and public rooms at Soutbampton. The-
atrical Corps.

Southampton, O¢t. 19.

SOUTHAM!_'TON again? Yes, be not fur-

prifed! you perceive that I am in a way to

be, early, initiated into all the fudden and un-
certain movements of a military life.

We came to this place en route to Portf<’
mouth and Spithead, where we were to join
the Ulyfles, on her way from the river Thames
to Cove harbour; and we have now the fin-
gular comfort of being told that the deftina-
tion of this fhip is changed, and that fhe'is
not to go round to Cork, but to proceed,
forthwith, to the Weft Indies, in company
with the Leeward Ifland divifion.

Should this information prove to be cor-
. re@, or fhould not the fhip very foon reach
Spithead, Mafter and myfelf may be ordered
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to Cork in fome other veflel, before the
arrives, and, in this cafe, we fhall have-the

-mortification of being compelled to proceed

to St. Domingo without our baggage, which

. was put on board in the Thames: but our

inftru@ions ftill dire¢t us to the Uly(fes, and

- unlefs thefe fhould be, officially, counter-

manded, we fhall wait the arrival of that

fhip, confidering the information which has |

been conveyed to us, only as idle rumour.

Every thing here is prefling forward with

all poffible difpatch, but to get fuch an im--

menfe expedition to fea, is a work of, infi=
nitely, greater magnitude than thofe who do
not think to the details of it-can be aware of,

Probably it may be, yet, fome weeks before
~ the fleet can fail, notwithftanding all the ac-.

tivity and exertions ufed to haften it.

\

Should we be long detained, on fhore, T
fhall be mortified ‘that -we could not remain
at Southampton, which, in addition to the

‘many advantages of its fituation, is now in

high feafon, and as pleafant as Portfmouth is
reputed to be difagreeable, '



30

You will admit that I avail myfelf of the
prefent moment, and negle& not the pafling
occafion, when I tell you 'that, fince my re-
wurn hither on the 16th inftant, I have made -
vilits to the environs of the town—rode
through the foreft, and to the camp—pafled
two evenings at the theatre, and one at the
public rooms. '

I am forry to remark, contraty to the
good order of Southampton, that, each of the
two nights, when I happened to vifit the .
theatre, the tranquillity of the audience was
difturbed, the performance intetrupted, and
the whole houfe brought into a fcene of riotous
confufion. The firft time, it arofe from fome
idle etiquette, which I could not exa@ly com-
prehend, refpe@ing one of the a&trefles com=-
ing forward to announce her own benefit j
and did not fubfide until, with great reluc-
. tance, and after much delay, the, fubmiffively,
made her appearance. The fecond time, it
proceeded from a number of officers and-
other {peators crowding upon the ftage fo
as to interrupt the performers; and only
“ceafed, after much delay and confufion, by



31

all of them being adtually hxﬁ'ed and pelted,
off the ftage.

As it happens at moft country i)laces,

the theatrical corps confifts of a few tolerably = |

good a&ors, and many very bad ones: but, -
upon the whole, the town feems fatisfied with
their performance, and at this moment of full
crowd offers thcm great encouragement,

To-morrow I leave Southampton, and, in
a few days, fhall have the pleafure of addref-
fing you from——the Wapping of England.
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LETTER V.

Author and bis comvades detained in fufpenfe at Portfimouth,
Objects commonly noticed by /Iranger: in and about that
place., Portfmoutb different in time of war and of peace.

" Hint that in peace it might be an ceconomical retivement
Jor prodigals.  Anecdote [bewing its extravagance in time ,
of dwar. Profligacy obferved upon the fireets of Portfe
mouth.  Defeription of the drefs and perfon of a < Port/-
‘mouth Poll.” Progrefs of a long abfent tar, upon landing
at Porifinouth. Vifit to the dock-yard.” Homourable- re-
dreat of Admiral Cornwallis. The Haftar hofpital. -Ine
tended military hofpital at Gofport. Obliging attention of
Dr. Lind. Author addreffid by a beunty-man at the
Haflar. The ramparts. Obfervations on the fad neceffity
. of man fortifying himfelf againft the ravages of lm' own
) _/pecm. )

Portfmoutb o&: 23.
No ndmgs of the Ulyffes! Four long days
have paffed away, fince my arrival at this
place, and I am #ftill left in anxious un-

certainty refpe@ing my baggage, and my
paflage.

| My colleagues; Doctors Mafter and i—lgn-
_ derfon, have, again, joined me, and,-like my-
 felf, have paffed four heavy days of fufpenfe,
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with only thé profpe&t of extending it to
fourteen more.  Being fadly tired of a Portf-
mouth inn, and feeing no profpe&t of foon
embarking, we have taken private lodgings
in the hope of pafling, more quietly, our te-
dious hours of waiting. |

Portmouth verifies, to our experience,
all that we had heard of its unpleafantnefs, and
vulgar immorality. The great objetts, which
call forth the attention of ftrangers, are the

' " .dock-yard, the Haflar hofpital, and the fine

walk upon the ramparts. All thefe we have -
vifited, likewife South-Down caftle, and the
Forton and Porchefter prifons : nor have we
negle@ed that new modern meflenger the
telegraph, by which intelligence can be con-
veyed, from this place to the Admiralty, at
'Charing-crofs, in the fhort period of ten mi~
nutes.

Having thus exhaufted all the novelty of -
the town and its environ, it only remains
to us to lapfe into the dull round of the
place. Itis faid that in days of peace, long

grafs grows upon the flreets. In time of - -

VOL. I. . D
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war they are more trodden ; but, even then,
the "bufy adtivity of the place occurs only at
intervals, as when a fleet comes in, or is about
to fail ; at which periods the town becomes
_ all erowd and hurry, for a few days, and then
fuddenly reverts to a languid intermiflion of
dullnefs and ina&ivity.

The rent of houfes and apartments—the
price of provifions, &c.- differ very ‘much in
times of peace and of war. Indeed, we are
told that the houfes, and lodgings, have their
‘war price, and their peace price, diftin&ly
fixed. Viewing its prefent extravagance, if
Portfmouth fhould be, proportionally, cheap
in time of peace, as it is dear in war,
it ‘might ferve as a place of retirement for
. our prodigals, and render unneceffary their
tours of retrenchment to the mountains of
Wales, or of Switzerland :—and, perhaps,
there are few places that might fooner bring
them to fober refle@ion ; for it is lifelefs and
infipid as the moft forlorn might defire, and
would feem well calculated to temper the
mind into the gloomy"fedatenefs of peni-
tence. :
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The following anecdote, faid to be of re-

- . cent occurrence, will exemplify, to you, what

* may be termed the war-extravagance of Port{-
mouth. A gentleman, who had been ill,.
_called on his way to Southampton, to dine
at one of the inns, and having but a weak
appetite, ordered only a veal-cutlet, with a
pint of wine, for which he was charged
cighteen fhillings.  Conceiving, there muft
be fome error, he defired to fpeak with the
landlord, who, inftead of condu&ing himfelf
with the civility of a perfon obliged by the
_ preference given to his houfe, doubled the
. offence by his infolence. Upon the gentle-
man telling him that he apprehended fome
miftake had occurred, refpe@ing the demand
made for his dinner, he looked at the bill, and,
immediately, replied, * Yes, Sir! there is a
miftake, I perceive.” Accordingly he took the
account back with him, into the bar, as the
gentleman fuppofed, to make the neceffary
dedu@ions—but, to his furprife, the waiter
quickly returned with it, increafed from etgb- |
teen o nineteen {lullmgs . '

" The gentleman feeling enraged at tbe
‘ D2
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impofition itfelf, and, more efpecially, at the
infolent manner of aggravating it, defired the
landlord might again be called, when he in-
formed him that if he, ftill, infifted upon his
enormous charge, he would publith it in all
the newfpapers, and fet a mark upon his
houfe, which fhould make it notorious
throughout London and the country: upon
which the impertinent hoft, flill perfifting
in his demand, drily replied, “ And when
you have made it fo well known, will you be
fo good, fir, as to add, N.B. The boufe to
let ’—There was no contending with fuch
infolence. The man had made his fortune—
“and it was in vain to attempt to teach him
civility, good manners, or common honefty.
The gengleman, therefore, paid the bill, and
left the houfe, lamenting that his only re-
medy was—to avoid it in future,

In refpé& to ftreets, houfes, markets, and
traffic, Portfmouth is not unlike other country
towns, but Portfmouth-point, Portfea-com-
mon, and fome other parts of the town have
peculiarities which feem to fan&ion the ce-
Jebrity the placé has acquired. In fome quar-

I \.‘ .
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ters, Portfmouth is not only filthy and
crowded, but crowded with a clafs of low

- and abandoned beings, who feem to haye de-
clared open war againft every habit of com-

. mon decency and decorum. You know the -

ftrong defire I have to contemplate human
nature, under all her varied forms, but thofe
the, here, afflumes, I am forry to tell you, are,
ﬁqcommonly, hideous and difgufting. The
riotous, drunken, and immoral fcenes of this
place, perhaps, exceed all others. Commonly
grofs obfcenity and intoxication preferve
enough of diffidence to feek the concealment
of night, and, affuming a kind of decency,
ftrive to hide themfelves from the public eye:
but, here, hordes of profligate females are
feen reeling in drunkennefs, or plying upon
the ftreets in open day, with a broad im-
modefty which puts the great orb of noon to
the bluth. Thefe daughters of Cypria are
‘not only of manners peculiar, but likewife of
fuch peculiar figure and apparel, that it were,
perhaps, difficult, in any other part of Eng-
land, to find a corre& refemblance of—
“ fweet Poll of Portfmouth,”

D3
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To form to yourfelf an idea of thefe ten-
der languifhing nymphs—thefe lovely fighing
ornaments of the fair-fex, imagine a fome-
thing of more than Amazonian ftature, hav-
ing a crimfon countenance, emblazoned with
all the effrontery of Cyprian confidence, and
broad Bacchanalian folly: give to her bold
countenance the warlike features of two
wounded cheeks, a tumid nofe, fcarred and
battered brows, and a pair of blackened eyes,
with balls of red; then add to her fides a
pair of brawny arms, fit to encounter a Co-
loffus, and fet her upon two ancles like the
fixed fupporters of a gate. Afterwards, by
way of apparel, put upon her a loofe flying
cap, a man’s black hat, a torn neckerchief,
ftone rings on her fingers, and a dirty white,
or tawdry flowered gown, with fhort apron,
and. a pink petticoat ; and thus, will you have
fomething very like the ﬁgure of a “ Porif
. mouth Poll.”

Callous to every fenfe of thame, thefe da-
sing obje@s reel about the fireets, lie in wait
at the corners, or, like the devouring kite,

‘hover over every landing-place, eager to
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pounce upon their prey; and each unhappy |
~tar, who has the misfortune to fall uader their
talons, has no hope of efcape till plucked of
every feather. - The inftant he fets foot on
dry land he is embraced by the neck, hugged
round the . waift, or hooked in the arm by
one or more of thefe tender Dulcineas ; and,
thus, poor Jack with pockets full of prize-

_ money, or rich with the wages of a long
and dangerous cruize, is, inftantly, dragged
{though,it muft beconfefled,not always againft
his confent) to a bagnio, or fome filthy
pot-houfe, where he is kept drinking, {mok-
ing, finging, dancing, {wearing, and rioting,
amidft one continued fcene of debauchery, all .
day and all night, and all night and all day, " -
until"his every farthing is gone. He is, then,
left to fleep till he is fober, and awakes to
return, pennylefs, to his thip—with much

" caufe to think himfelf fortunate, if an empty -
purfe be the worfe confequence of his, long

. withed for, ramble afthore.

My vifitto thé dock-yard was of a nature
highly -gratifying. I contemplated this vaft
-depbt of ftores—this great workfhop of our

D4
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thought did him high and fingular eredit.
Conduéted as it was, it had all the merit of
a great vi¢tory, and I well remember that, at
the firt moment of perufing the difpatches
~ “concerning it, I was imprefled with a high
fenfe of that officer’s judgment, and his valour,
and felt that I muft ever retain' the higheft
refpe@ for his profeflional talents. To have
defended an inferior fleet, againit fuch unequal
force, and to have brought every fhip fafe
. into port, argues a degree of intrepid deli-
beration, of addrefs, and of fteady valour,
which can only be found in a great com-
mander. To have brought in the faft failing -
veflels of the fquadron had been meritorious:
but to have dropped aftern, with thefe, and
caufed them to bear the blows, in protection
of the flower veflels, whilft they made the
beft of the wind, and, thus, to have faved the
whole, was doubly honourable. It was great.
and bold, and worthy the brother of our
brave and long efteemed Marquis, whofe high
and well-appreciated talents are fo univerfally
acknowledged, and fo increated in f{plendor,
by the humanity and benevolence of his na-
ture. 'That two fuch diftinguithed comman-
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ders, in the different branches of our fervice, .
fhould be found in the fame family, is no
lefs honourable to themfelves than gratifying
to their country. Of fuch men England has
juft caufe to be proud. Contemplating their
characters, I feel as a Briton, and partaking
of my country’s pride, could exclaim, Such
are’ Albion’s heroes—fuch her own legitimate
fons !

. My vifit to Haflar hofpital was in keeping
with that to the dock-yard. Conne&ted with
our country’s greatnefs, it called up a fimilar
train of ideas, and I felt it an honor to Eng-
land that fo noble an inftitution thould offer,
to our brave tars, the comforts required in
ficknefs. Too much cannot be done for our
" navy, nor can the provifion' for our fick and
“wounded defenders be too liberal ; they merit

all their country can beftow. It has long
been faid, and, affuredly, with great corre&-
nefs, that Britith failors are not only a bold,
but a peculiar race of beings: the fa@ is
ftriking, and although it were extremely dif-
ficult to defcribe their fingular charaer, yet
may it be given in one fhort fentence, for—
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they are a race of beroes! Each in his ca-

pacity, and as far as the power of an indi-

vidual extends, is a decided hero. Of fear he

only knows the name. Nothing fo delights
him as to be led intp clofe combat ; and, ra-

- ther than be ;vanqu'ifhcd, he would fubmit to

" die at his gun. That fuch men fhould be -
liberally accommodated in their fufferings,
muft be congenial to the warmeft wifhes of
every Briton ; and to know that they are fo,
is confolatory to the feelings of all who are

fenfible of their value. It is due to their-
courage and bravery, and is demanded from

their country’s gratitude:

The Haflar is, admirably, calculated, as
an afylum, for this impertant purpofe. The
- eftablifhment is fplendid and liberal, and well
worthy its obje&; and, in, fo amply, providing
for her brave and fuffering defenders, Eng-
land confults her beft interefts, while fhe
proves herfelf to be mindful of the high du-
ties of humanity.

The hofpital, like many others of this

.ifland, from the grandeur of the edifice, might

4
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' be miftaken for a palace. It is built in an

open, airy fituation near the fea, at a fhort
diftance from Gofport. The fick are brought
in boats, from the fhips at Spithead, and, con-
veniently, received on thore at a landing place
at the hofpital. 'This great building, fitted for
,the accommodation of two thoufand patients,
together with houfes for officers and the medi-
cal attendants, a chapel, a laboratory, a variety
of offices, and thirty-eight acres of good paf-
ture land, belonging to the inflitution, is en-
clofed within a high brick wall, with iron-
gates, and-a porter’s lodge at the entrance,
which no ftranger is permitted to pafs,
without the leave of one of the refident
lieutenants ; or the porter firft announcing
his name to fome officer of the eftablith<

ment. ' .

Much to the credit of the country this
noble afylum, likewife, offers apartments for
fick and wounded officers, where thofe who
from convenience, or neceflity, with to avail

~ themfelves of the benefit of the inflitution,

may find every aid and comfort their fitua-
tion demands. o
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- 'Nothing neceflary to the eftablithment
hasbeen omitted. It is a diftiné building, fe-
parated from all others, and, from poITeﬂing
every eflential within itfelf, is as complete as
it is liberal, and does honor to the reign of
George II. who has the merit of being its
founder.

"The eftablifhment confifts of a governor,
(ufually an old navy captain) three lieute-
nants, three phyficians, three furgeons, two
vifiting apothecaries, a chaplain, an agent, a
fteward, and a difpenfer, with - affiftants and
fervants in proportion to the number of
~ fick. The hofpital accomodates one thoufand
“eight hundred patients, conveniently, but it
fometimes happens that it receives as many
as two thoufand. This important eftablifh-
_ment was founded in the year 1746, but was
ten years before it was completed, the patients
not being admitted until the year 1756. The
expenditure, as may be expefted, from the
nature of the inftitution, differs very widely
in different years, varying from 10,000l to
upwards of 30,000l. per annum.
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A plan has lately been formed for eftablifth-
ing a military hofpital, likewife, in this neigh-
bourhood, for the accommodation of our fick
and wounded foldiers. You will join me, I
have no doubt, in withing that it may be at-
tended with every poffible fuccefs, and that
it may prove equally ufeful to our army, as
the Haflar to the navy. The building is al-
ready commenced, at Gofport, and it is ex-
pe@ed to be in readinefs for the reception of
patients next year, or, at the lateft, the year
following.

At the Haflar, a high degree of order and
‘arrangement prevails, and all the regulations
of the eftablithment are duly obferved. The
hofpital is clean, well ventilated, and well
condu@ed ; and the benefit, intended, is re-
gularly and correétly adminiftered.

But great and liberal as is the relief
held out, to the fick, by this fplendid infti-
~ tution, we are not to contemplate it in the

limited view of a mere afylum for thofe
"who are, immediately, fuffering. Its object is
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far more extenfive. It may be faid to be the
depOt—the great and general receptacle of
maritime ficknefs, and the beft guardian of
our navy ; for it not only offers a home to -
the fick, but holds out the means of keeping
difeafe and infetion from our fleets. Every.
Jhip lying in harbour, or upon going out to
fea, has the -privilege of fending any of the
failors who may chance to be ill, to the Hal~
lar; a regulation founded in wifdom, and
fraught with great and manifold advantages ;
for, not only are the fick more fpeedily reco-
vered, but, by this excellent arrangement,
every thip is made free from difeafe, and con-
tagion is prevented ; or, if it thould already
exift, is kept from fpreadmg through the
veflel, or extending its direful effe@s to the
fleet.- Hence, from the extenfive accommo-
dation of this admirable inftitution, and from
tbe ftri&t rules of cleanlinefs and ventilation,
which are now obferved -on board the fhips,
all apprehenfion is removed of great and
general ficknefs in our navy.

Dr.Lind, the-fenior phyfician‘at the Haf-
lar, politely offered his fervices, as guide and



48 -
condudor to us, in our round at the hofpital,
and we were much gratified in this oppor-
tunity of becoming known to him. But few
men could be found fo well calculated for the -
fituation and appointment he holds. The
do&or is not only a man of profeflional ta<
lents, but of great accuracy and fyftematiq
arrangement. He, very obligingly, commu-
nicated to us much information refpe@ing
the interior eeconomy of hofpitals ; and, from
his remarks, we colle¢ted many ufeful hints,
of which we hope to avail ourfelves on fer-
vice. From a perfon of fuch extenfive ex-
perience, you may believe, that every word
was treafured, and we fhall be happy in the
opportunity of applying his obfervations to
the benefit of the fick in our military hof~

pitals.

In our walk through the Haflar, a man, /
apparently a convalefcent, came up to me,
in one of the fever wards, and, accofting me -
in a firm tone of voice, without any preface,
defired me to “ take care of my pockets.”
I heard him, without much furprife, fuppofing
bim to be-a convalefcent in the delirium of
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fover:; when he quickly rejoined, “ take care
of your pockets—for I'm a d——ble thief.”
This confirmed me in the idea fuggefted by
his firft addrefs: but I was foon undeceived
by the information that he was “ g bounty-
man,’ fent by one of the parifhes, as a part
.of the levy required to complete the manning
of the navy ; the parifh officers having, thus,
availed themfelves of the opportunity of re=

* Heving the parifh from. an unfortunate obje&,

who had long been a burthen. to them, from
being in a flate of infanity. But too many, it
* is to be feared, have fought to fulfil the act
by ferving their country with fuch-like contri-
butions. |

I mentioned the rampart3 as another obs
je& of our attention, Thefe form an agree-
able relief to the general heavinefs of the

town, by affording a lively and extenfive -
~ view of the environs, including the fea, the
Ie of Wight, and the Southampton river,
with the fleets at Spithead and St. Helen’s.

The works of a fortified town, being
confiderably elevated, ufually form a pleafant
'VOL. I. L R
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promenade, and offer a commanding view of
the ¢ountry adjoining. Could the mind di-
. veft itfelf of all idea of the unhappy caufe
which renders fuch barriers neceflary, they
might be regarded as the ornamental im-
provement of the place : but, too commonly,
gloomy refleGtions conne&t with them, from
- the contemplation of the cruel ferocity of
our nature, which requires that fuch defence
fhould be oppofed to thofé of our own fpe-
- cies, and prevents mankind from aflociating
in the peaceful harmony of one great family.
That men fhould need to be thus prote&ed -
againft each other, is a melancholy refle@ion,
- and almoft amounts to a contradiGtion of all
the boafted advantages of our reafoning fa-
- culty. The wiM beafts of the foreft war, only,
“from the calls of appetite, and even under
the powerful impulfe of hunger, devour not
thofe of their own fpecies—but man! favage
man! who boafts the exclufive faculty of
. reafon, employs. his talents to the deftruion
of his fellow beings, and without even the
plea of the beaft of prey—that nature im-
pels him to it by the appetite the has given
bim. = |



The fortifications of Portfmouth have
been, lately, éxtended to the part called Portfea,
by which they have aflumed a more formidable.

_afpe@ ; and although they are, even yet, more
calculated to guard againft a furprife, than to
withftand the regular attack of a befieging
army ; ftill, from its foffes, its baftions, and
its angles, this place wears more thé appear-
ance of a, regularly, fortified town, than any
other of our ifland. But, happily, for Eng=
land, fhe has been fortified by a greater mafter
than Vauban, Colbert, or any other engineer
of modern or ancient celebrity. The trident of
old Neptune has dug a deep fofle around her,
which Britons, of the prefent day, know how
to guard, as their beft defence, againft all the
fanguinary hordes of our fpecies,

g2
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LETTER VL

Avythor receives inflruclions to proceed to Cork in the Bridge-
water tranfport. Is offered an exchange from the St.
Domingo to the Leeward Ifland flaff. Embarkation of
trosps. Tempefluous feenery at Portfmouth. Auther vifits the
Circus. Adventureof a Britifh tar at this theatre. Auythor
lodges at the Widow Butler's. Is led into religious contro-
verfy with bis hofiefs.  Obtains ber bleffing, by preferibing

- a fimple food for her children,

_ _ Portfmouth, O&ober, 28.
_STJLL at Portfmouth, and the Ulyfles not
yet come round from the Thames! Hender-
fon and myfelf have received orders not to
wait longer, but to repair, immediately, on
board the Bridgewater - tranfport, and pro-
ceed to Cork. Of this veflel we do not hear
the moft happy report. She is very old, and
, we cannot fancy her fo fafe as the Ulyfles.
We, likewife, hear that fhe is, already, much
crowded with paffengers, and that we have
no profpe& of obtaining, even, a tolerable
birth on board. But as I before remarked to

“
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you, I am prepared for all I may have to en-

counter, and refolved to meet whatever hap-
pens_fans me plaindre, -

Mafter has not received inftrutions to
accompany us, and we lament the profpeét
of being fo foon deprived of his fociety. But
we have fome hope, that he may, again, join
us at Cork. Poflibly he may follow us in the
Ulyfles, and have the fatisfaction of not being
fepinratcd from his baggage. :

You will learn with furprize that, what I,
fome time ago, fought, in vain,'is now offered’
to my acceptance. One of the phyficians of
the Leeward Ifland ftaff, withing to go to St.
Domingo, it has been propofed to me to
make an exchange, giving him my appoint-

ment, and taking his. Butmy arrangements

are now fixed. Ihave a better knowledge -

of things conneing with the, fervice on

which we are deftined, and my baggage is,

already, on board a veflel bound for St, Do-

mingo :—if, therefore, my deftination be

altered, I can only know it officially, for
: L3
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circumftances no longer prompt me ta a vo-

luntary exchange.

Some troops were embarkch yefterday,
from this place. The weather was rough and

. unfavorable. Such indeed has it, conftantly,

been, fince our arrival at Portfmouth,—always
ftormy, and, at times, tempeftuous, From
this ftate of the weather we have had the
-opportunity of feeing this great maritime
port to much advantage ; a degree of gran-
deur being added to the fcenery, which, in a
more tranquil feafon, had not exifted. The
general movement and a&ivity have been,

neceffarily, increafed. We have heard the -

deep roaring of the billows, and have liftened
to the howling of the wind, and the beating
- of the ftorm among the fhipping; the troubled
-waves have dafhed, in heavy feas, upon the
-land, or broke, with violence, againft the
rampart-walls ; boats and thips have been fot
adrift, others have been driven from their
-anchors and caft on fhore ; and that degree
of the terrific, neceffary to the fublime, has
prevailed, But fublime and grand as it may
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have appeared, you will believe that, as we
are fo foon to be placed at the mercy of the
“reftlefs and turbulent waters, the ideas ex-
cited, by this fcenery, have not been of the
moft happy nature, |

A fort of relief to the dull round of Portf-
‘mouth has, lately, prefented itfelf,in a company
of equeftrians, who have opened a circus, oi:
theatre for horfemanthip, in the hope of amuf=
ing the public, at more of profit than the bare’
fupport of the riders and their horfes. But,
in this expe&ation, it feems probable, they
may be difappointed, efpecially, if their vifis
fhould be at all protra@ted. - :

To have difregarded this only an):\-ifél’r:teﬁl?:.:
of the place had been a great neglet : but a

{ingle vifit has exhaufted all our curiofity. Of -

the fpeQators, no fmall proportion confifted
of failors, (drunk or fober,) and the lovely
Cyprians [ have before defcribed to you. The
low buffoonery of the clown, you may be- -
lieve, was fuited to his audience, and, cer-
tainly, it was coarfe and vulgar as, éven,
Portfmouth might defire.

E4 -
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Perhaps T might fay that the beft part of
the entertainment proceeded from a jolly tar,
§n a fit of mirth, letting himfelf down from the
gellery, to fnatch off the fool’s cap,~—which
he put upon his own head, and, ufurping the
place and chara&ter of the clown, defired him
to “ budge,” for he was “ too great a fool to
keep the deck” 'This introduced a very ludi-

. &rous fcene between Jack and the clown. The
clown met the adventure as mere failor’s fun,
bore it patiently, and, in his own way, en-

- deavoured to turn it to the amufement of the

.audience: while Jack made many hits of
humor and drollery, and feemed not, alto-
gether, unworthy of the cap.  For fome time
they maintained a very ridiculous and fportive
conteft, who fhould wear it, Jack repelling

‘the rough wit and farcafm of the clown with
confiderable effe@. But, at length, the latter
obferving that “ two fools” were * too much

Sor fo genteel an audience,” abruptly feized the
cap from the head of the merry tar, and poor
Jack, thus deprived of necromantic influence,
recled off the ftage, a mere drunken failor,
ftammering, by way of apology,  D..d..
dammee, ladies and g..gentlemen, I'm 0..bub..c
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liged to firike, for Potber’s the bo.b..biggeh
fol?

From the time of our leaving the Foun-
tain inn I have lodged at the houfe of a wi-
dow, who proves to be a very ftric difciple of
the zealous and bigotted Whitfield, This poor
woman has feveral children, who are brought

-up in all the fcrupulous tenets of their fe& ;
and, it being a part of the fyftem to feek pro-.
felytes, I am, fometimes, in my occafional
conferences, betrayed into theological difcuf~
fions with my puritanical hoftefs. Moft
commonly they turn upon the hallowed doc-
trine of predeftination ; when the fcriptures
are turned, and twifted, and tortured, and
‘conftrued, and mifconfirued, in a variety of

~ ways, and in all the trite language, and ready
quotation of the fe&, to exemplify the certi~
tude of this great and univerfal principle ;
which, to minds lefs biafled, would only feem
to plead an excufe for all the bad paffions of

‘man, while it impeached the juftice of a be-

nevolent, all-wife, and all-merciful ruler.

But, as 1, always, hold religion facred, and
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venerate true devotion, under all the various
forms aflumed by every clafs of its votaries,
however mifled, with regard to particular
tenets, I, fo far, fubfcribe to the merit of the -
widow’s arguments as to quit the topic in
perfe&t harmony; although lefs imprefled
with the great truths, fhe fo fervently urges,
than her zeal for the good caufe -would lead
her to wifh. ‘ B

I feel, however, the fatisfaGtion of having
obtained this poor woman’s efteem and grati-
tude ; although, by a circumftance lefs {piritual
than religious obfervance ;—a concern, indeed,
wholly temporal, for it regards, fimply, the -
body’s fupport! Finding that the was often

‘at a lofs to contrive a convenient and eeco-
nomical dinner for herlittle brood, I hinted -
to her the great utility of rice, Tn reply to
which fhe remarked, that the did often make
them rice-puddings, but that they were very
expenfive, and required much time and
trouble in preparing. She did no: feem to
have any idea that rice, fimply boiled, could
be eaten, or that it could be regarded as food,
without the admixture of eggs, fugar, milk,
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snd fpices ; and, when I affured her that plain
rice merely put into a bag and boiled, made
& very wholefome and nourithing diet, fhe
{miled, and exprefled ftrong doubts of the
fa& :. therefore, in' order to convince her, I
~ defired that fhe would procure fome rice that
day for the children’s dinner, and let me in-
ftru& her how to prepare it. She did fo,
with a fort of relu@ance, believing that it
coyld not be good,—not eatable ! I repeated
my affurances that the would find it an im-
portant article of diet, addmg, that it was
- predeftined for her children to ufe it as a

‘principal part of their food.—This was a

clofe fpecimen of her own logic, and a little |
ftaggered her: but fhe could not ¢ tell by

~ anticipation what was predeftined. Whatever

_was would come to pafs.” This, the bclxeved
never could. -She knew not what was to be;
but like the moft zcalous of the fe&, referved
hcrfelf to judge the cafe of pre-ordination by
the event,

At dinner-time the rice appeared, and,
fortunately, it was well boiled. Idefired them '
to mix}‘with it fome moift fugar and a fm,’all
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piece of butter, and, giving fome of it to the
~ ehildren, begged of the mother to leave it to
them todecide whether the predeftination I had
foretold was not about to be fulfilled. - They
‘ate up, eagerly, what was given them, and
afked for more. The poor woman, likewife,
Ppartook of it herfelf, and, to her great fur-
prife, found it to be, not only a good and
wholefome food, but very palatable. A feene
of joy and happinefs fucceeded, which I wit-
neffed with the moft heartfelt fatisfalion ; and
T could not but take to myfelf the merit of
having done a good a&ion :—although it was
‘but the humble one of prefcribing a pudding
to a poor widow, and her tender babes !

The dear little ones clapped their hands,
and, in lifping accents, told their jby ; while
the thankful parent relieved a heart, loaded
with gratitude, by expreffing a multitude of
‘acknowledgments, and praying Heaven, for,
lcver, to blefs me. ¢ Now,” faid flie, “ I can -
never be at a lofs for a pleafant, or a plentiful
meal, for my poor children:” and, on my
putting to her the queftion regarding my
-predi&ion, the replied, that fhe was not only
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fully convinced of the truth of it, but that (he
further believed it had been predeftined by
" the Almighty, that I fhould be fent, to lodge
in her houfe, to inftru®her how to provide,
for her infants, a fit and palatable food, which,
at all times, the might be able to procure.;—
She devoutly offered thanks to Heaven, on
this happy event, which, fhe declased,
brought, to herfelf and children, a degree of
comfort, and of plenty, the had not dared to
. expedt. . ‘

If I at all know your heart, my friend,
however trivial it fhall feem to fome, this
will not be regarded, by you, as, merely, an
idle anecdote. You will envy me the bleffing
of the widow Butler, and the {miles of her
innocent babes.
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LETTER VII,

Muthor goes to Spithead and St. Helen's with Dr. Henderforty
in fearch of the Bridgewater tranfpvrt They return to
Portfmouth unfuccefsful. Violent florm on the 29th of
October.  Its effet upon the minds of the common people.
Fleets detained by bad weather, and contrary winds. Sug- -
geftion that an approaching peace may prevent the expedi
tion from proceeding to its deflination. Credulity of a bypo=
chondriac lady, who afked a celebrated empiric to tell ber
the name of her malady.

~

Portfmouth, O&tober, g1,
YOU, ro doubt, expeted that my next
letter would be addrefled to you from Cork,
and will be furprized to find that T am fill ae
Portfmouth :—but this is among the num-
“berlefs uncertainties of my prefent calling,

‘Upon receiving our inftru&tions to repair
on board the Bridgewater, Dr. Henderfon and
myfelf took a boat and went off to Spithead,
in the intention of joining her, but, after fail-
ing and rowing, amidft the fleets, there, and
at St. Helen’s, throughout, nearly, the whole

9
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of the day, we, at laft, rcturn'ed without being
able to find our Ship.

‘We hailed a great number of veflels with
inquiries, but could not obtain any accurate
tidings of the Bridgewater. One had no
knowledge of her whatever ;—another knew
her, but could not tell where fhe lay;—a -
third had never heard her name. Some had
feen her, but faid fhe had fhifted her birth 3
—fome thought the had dropped down to
St. Helen’s ;—fome believed fhe lay at the
Motherbank,—and others underftood that {he
bad failed. Amidft all thefe contradictory
teports we could neither find the fhip, nor
leamn any certain intelligence refpeéting her:
hence, after a moft tirefome and fatiguing -
round, and confuming nearly a whole day in-
queft of the Bridgewater, it only remained
to us to return to Portfmouth, and, again, wait
for further orders. )

Previous to going into the boat we had
been informed at the Tranfport-Office, that
the veflel, we inquired for, had received ‘in.
firu&tions to fail without delay : it is there- -
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~ fore probable, that fhe might be getting under
' weigh at the very moment we went off in-
fearch of her. The following morning we

learned that fhe bhad, a&ually, failed for
Cork. »

- After the account I gave you, in my laft

" letter, regarding this fhip, you will not ima-
gine that our difappointment was very af-

- fli®ting ;—and I, candidly, confefs that my
greateft uneafinefs, upon the occafion; pro-
ceeded from our fickening tour in the boat.
The revived hope of fecing the Ulyfles, and
the profpe& of regaining the fociety of our
friend Mafter, held out to us more than a
compenfation for our toil. In the latter:ex-
pectation we were fpeedily gra:iﬁcd but the
fatisfaction of greeting the Ulyﬂ'es ftill re-
‘maains in antxcxpauon.

The weather continues to be very unfet-
tled. It has been flormy and tempeftuous
béyond all that is ufual, even, at the rougheft
feafon of the year. On the 2gth inflant it
blew a perfe& hurricane,~like what we read
ef as, fometimes, happening in other countries,
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but unlike all that we are accuftomed to wit- |
nefs in England. Had the fleet been at fea
. fomething very difaftrous would, probably, -
. have befallen it; but as the weather has fo
long been ftormy, we hope that the boifterous
heavens will have exhaufted themfelves beforé
the expedition fails. - "

Between ten and eleven o’clock, on the
morning of the 29th, a tremendous gale began
to blow.- The fky blackened. The tumid
clouds rolled in heavy maffes, darting forth
. quick lightning, followed by loud burfte of
thunder. The tearing gufts of wind brought
- with them violeut fhowers of héil,- and de-
luging torrents of rain. The whole elements
feemed to be moved in one convulfive effort.
The vivid lightning traced its.path in broad
and fiery  flathes, and the terrific thunder
inftantly followed, as if raging to over-
take them. At one inftant it relled in op-
prefled and ‘convulfive found, feeming to
firuggle againft fome great impediment that
confined it to the clouds, and, at the next, it
burft- forth, in full explofion, 4s though a
match had, fuddenly, kired the whole ordnance

VvoL.I. . F ‘ '
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of heaven. Hailftones, of uncommon magni-
tude, beat down with a force and rapidity, as
if contending which fhould firft reach the
earth: and fcarcely had they fallen, before
the fweeping violence of the wind forced
them into heaps like deep-drifted fnow ; in
which ftate they remained for hours after the
- ftorm ; nothwithftanding the heavy torrents
of rain which followed them.

The houfes were fhaken, to a dangerous
degree, by the exceflive force of the tempeft.
“The loud ocean rolled in tremendous feas,
and broke, in ruptured mountains, on the

fhore. Many of the fhips were driven from
" their anchors; fome were difmafted ; others
caft away ; and boats, fet loofe by the ftorm,
were fwallowed up by the troubled waters,
and afterwards vomited, by the expelling
" throes of the fea, upon dry land,

The hollow found of the wind, and the
heavy beatings of the hail and rain, through
" the thick foreft of thipping lying in the har-
‘bour, together with-the tremendous dafhings
of the fea, and the troubled motion of the
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veflels, upon its reftlefs furface, all combined to
render the fcene greatly awful ; but too high
a degree of the terrific was intermixed with
it, for the fpeator to regard its grandeur and
fublimityin quiet contemplation.—To convey
any juft idea of it would require the pen of
a Milton, or a Shakelpeare.

Great and general alarm prevailed, efpe-
cially among the lower orders of people; in
whofe minds a fearful aflociation was excited,
which carried them, infinitely, beyond the
probablé injuries to be expe@ed. They ran,
trembling, into the remoteft corners of their
haufes, uttering loud bewailings, and fearing
that fome dreadful vifitation of the Almighty
was upon them, and that He, in his wrath,
was about to punifh their fins, by the de-
firu@ion of ‘the town, and its, wicked inha-
bitants. . Nothing was heard but the howl-
ings of the tempeft. In all other refpes
a dread- ftillnefs reigned. No living thing
was feen. upon the ftreets; and all around
feemed hufhed in the filent paufe of con-
flernation. ... ‘ ‘ ‘

F2
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When the violence of the florm had 4
little abated, and the rays of light began to
iflue through the broken clouds, the trembling
multitude veatured forth, and, affembling in
groups at the door-ways, relieved their ap-
prehenfions by relating them to each other,
in the reftored comfort of mutual intercourfe.
At this moment I could not but remark
the firiking effect of that great and leading
feature of our nature,—the focial principle.
Had thefe people remained alone, hidden in
the corners of their houfes, their fenfe ofalarm
had, probably, continued much Ionger; but
they derived manifeft relief from communi-
cating with each other; and the very a&
of relating their fears infenfibly difpelled
them. P '

Having much curiofity to hear their
remarks, and to obferve their expreflions of
terror, | mixed with thefe affociatéd groups,
and found that their apprehenfions had been
great and various. Some had magnified the
ftorm into an earthquake, fent to deftroy them.
~ Others had believed it tobe a hurricane, which

1
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would bury them in the ruins of the town. ’
Many had imagined they were to be fwal-
lowed up by the fea, which threatened the
place in huge and loud-rearing billows.
Some, widening their fears to the whole ex-
tent of our iﬂand, confidered the awful fcene
as an omen to the Parliament (which was to
meet this day), to warn them againft perfift-
ing in a * cruel and bloody, war;* others,
looking to the immenfe fleets preparing for
our expeditions, believed the whole about te
“be fwallowed up, becaufe their employment
was wicked; and all feemed to regard the
tempeft as a fcourge, intended to punifh the
vices, and chaftife the follies of mankind.

‘Whilft every one contemplated the event
as of vaft and mighty import, bufy imagina-
tion had tortured their individual fears into a
thoufand forms. One worthy dame had felt
* the earth fhake under her; another faw the
whole ftreet move ; the olfaltories of a third
had perceived fulphureous fumes iffuing from
~below, and fome had even heard the church
and other buildings falling into the‘ opened

¥3
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chafms, and crathing amidft the fhattered
bowels of the earth. Thefe fecret terrors, you
will believe, fubfided with the ftorm; yet
all, in fobereft reafon, vowed they had never
" known the like before.

The injuries done were lefs than might -
have been expe@ted. Some of the thips and
boats neceflarily fuffered; a few houfes were
unroolfed; and, amidft the devaftation, the
. windmill, at Gofport, was blown to the

ground. It was, at firft, faid that many lives
were loft,—but, happily, we do not find this
report . confirmed. :
1 o . ,
The Weft-India fleet; the fleet for Gib-
raltar, and the Channel fleet, are all detained
by tempeftuous weather and contrary winds ;
- and there are fome among us who, from the
pacific tendency of the King’s fpeech, and
other circumftances, which they imagine to
be favorable, would’ perfuade themfelves that
_our great expedition will never fail; or, that;
if it thould get under weigh, negociations for
peace will prevent it from reaching the Weft-
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" Indies. I dare not hazéird an opinion upon
this fubje@. What fay you politicians of
London refpe&ing it? : '

But I have fomething to tell you more
amufing than ftorms, and fleets, and troubled
feas. You will remember our.occafional ‘
converfations refpefting the numberlefs perils
and dangers that derive, to the public, from
the licenfe afforded, in this country, to-every
idle and 1mpudent boafter of empirical re-
medies for the cure of difeafe ; and, without
any violent furprize, you will place the fole
lowing fa@ among the hoft of abfurdities
which daily meet your eye and your ear. .

A phyfician, whom I had the pleafure of -
converfing with yefterday evening, was, fome
time ago, called to vifit a patient who was,
wretchedly, afflidted with. hypachondriafis.
She had long been under the care of the foi~
difant and celebrated Do&or and had
fwallowed of His all-healing, all-reftoring, all
ftrengthening, and never-failing cordial as

much as had coft her two-and-twenty guineas. - N

Stxll the was more and more low, dyfpepuc.
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and hypp’d ; and her poor flatulent ftomach
was, cruelly, annoyed with the repeated po-
tions of this infullible fpecific. At length,
after enduring the doffor, and his remedy,
- through a moft tedious trial, and finding no
relief, fhe grew impatient to know, decidedly,
the nature of her malady, and, at one of her
vifits to the doffor, pointedly importuned
him tq tell her the real and true name of her -
difeafe : when this great man, finding that
his patient was urgent, and that he was un-
able, any longer, to evade the queftion, af~
fumed a dignified and important air, and,
with great gravity, made known to her his
gfcat opinion that fhe had - - - - - - - -
“ g great fire in the bones I’ The poor burn-
ing lady, in all fullnefs of faith, gave credit
to the fiery tale, and, in the true fenfe of 2 -
- hypochondriac believer, felt that not only her
bones, but her whole frame was rapidly con-
fuming. Unbhappily for the doéfor, fhie foon
after difcovered that taking his never-failing
balfam was only adding fuel to her fire; and,
at laft, upon turning to the newfpapers fhe
- found that, in the long lift of maladies to be
cured by this omnipotent remedy, the dofor,



73

alas! had forgot to promife that it fhould
extinguifh the ¢ fire in the bones;” upoa
which fhe abandoned both cordial and dofor,
and applied for relief to the phyfician, who -

amufed us with the hiftory of the cafe.
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LETTER VIIL

Author and bis colleagues joined by Dr. Cleghorn. ~Doélors
Mafler, Cleghorn, and the author cotemporaries af Edin-
burgh, and fellow-pupils of Guy's and St. Thomas's.
Author and bis comrades, joined by Mr. Nickoll, again vifit
the Dock-yard, Haflar Hofpital, and Forton Prifon. Vi-
¢iffitudes” of war emmply‘ied in the cafe of a French pn-

Joner.
Portfmouth, Nov. 8.

OUT of evil, it is faid, fometimes fpringeth
good : and I feel affured that you will agree
with me, in confidering the adage verified,
when I tell you, that the repeated delays to
which we have been fubjected have proved
the means of completing our party, by con-
verting our harmonious trio into a ftill more
focial quartette :—a circumftance which has
happened from our being joined by Dr.
Cleghorn, who is now arrived, at this place,
on his way to join the St. Domingo hofpital
faff. He is a pleafant, well-informed man,
and of good profeffional abilities ; —is brother
to the profeffor of anatomy at the Univerfity
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of Dublin, and nephew to the celebrated

author on the difeafes of Minorca. His fo-
ciety is a great acquifition to us, and we are
much gratified in having fuch an agreeable

addition to our party. We now look, more

anxioufly than ever, to the arrival of the
Ulyfles, in the hope of being allowed to efta~
blifh a pleafant mefs for the voyage.

On the day of Dr. Cleghorn’s arrival at

Portfmouth, it happened that he met me

walkig in the ftreet, when, without any in-
“trodudion, he Jire&ly accofted me by name;
and, on my feeming furprized, at being fo
addrefled by a ftranger, he remarked that my,
face was very familiar to him, from having

feen me often at the claffes in Edinburghz -

upon a further eclairciflement, it proves that
Mafter, Cleghorn, and myfelf were cotempo-

raries, though not acquainted, at Edinburgh ;

and that we were all pupils at Guy’s and St.
Thomas’s in London. We are now met again,
under circumftances calculated to create a

“durable intimacy, and we hope to remain af

fociated, until the calls of fervxce thall require
our unwﬂlmg feparatxon :

!
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I have alfo the pleafure of finding myfelf
further relieved from the dulnefs of Portf-
mouth, by the fociety of my friend Mr. Ni-
choll, who is juft arrived here, in order to
proceed to the Weft Indies, with the expedi-
tion, but, on a much pleafanter fervice than
ourfelves, viz. that of taking poffefion of
fome eftates, lately left him as a legacy, in
the ifland of St. Vincent ; and from which he
has the profpe@ of obtaining an income of
feveral thoufands per annum, '

With our newly-arrived friends we have
repeated our vifits to the Dock-yard, the Haf-
lar Hofpital, and the Forton Prifon. The
wounded .and fhattered Tigre again arrefted
our attention. We alfo went on board the
Bellerophon, and an immenfe fhip now
building, which is intended ta carry upwards
of a hundred guns,

At the prifon' we met with a ftriking

example of the numerous and fudden viciffi-
tudes to which perfons are liable, who are.
expofed to the hazardous chances of war,
Obferving among the prifoners, an officer
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who had loft his right arm, we were led to
atk fome queftions refpe@ing him, when we
learned that he was the very lieutenant who
took pofleflion of our thip of war the Alex-
andér, at the time fhe fell into the hands of
" the French ; and that he had, afterwards, been
taken in one of the fhips captured by Lord -
Bridport’s fleet, and had loft his arm in the-

a@ion. Thus the man, who, but a fhort time
ago, rejoiced in victory, is now humbled by
defeat, and has the fad mortification of being
confined a prifoner, with the lofs of a molt
important limb, and the melancholy profpe&

of ‘being a’ cnpp]e throughout the remainder
‘ of his hfc.



LETTER IX.

Author and bis comrades embark on board the UQ]&: at prt-
" bead. Report of the expedition being about to Jail. Con-
Jequent burry and corifufion.  Scramble for provifions.
- Muthor and his comrades buy a giblet pie upon the fireet,
. ot from the oven.. Embarkation [fcene at Portfmouth.
Author’s account of having witneffed a fimilar feene at
Geneva, but of a nature and extent far more afflicting.
_ Condut of an emigrant marquis upon that occafion. Re-
ception of the author and his comrades on board the Ulyffes.
 Proceedings of the firft night on board.

Spithead, Nov. r2.

GREETINGS from the Ulyfles ! Our fufpenfe
- 1s, at length, relieved. The day after I laft
wrote to you, our long looked for Ulyfles
arrived, with a fleet from the Downs, and
yefterday, Henderfon, Mafter, Cleghorn, and .
. myfelf, took our births on board, finding
Mafter’s and my bagga"e ftowed in great
 fafety.

We left Portfmouth in a grand fcene of
hurry. and confufion, in confequence of it
being' reported, on the arrival of the fleet
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from the Downs, that every. {hip, belonging
to the expedition, was to fail, without further
delay ; thofe of the Leward ifland divifion
for Barbadoes, and thofe of the St. Domingo
divifion for, Cork. The tranfports, with
troops from Southampton, happening to drop,
down the river at the fame time, to rendez-
vous at the Motherbank and Spithead, feemed
to confirm the report ; and fuddenly, all was
converted into extreme hurry and a&ivity.
Multitudes, both from the newly arrived fhips, -
and thofe which had been long waiting,
thronged on fhore to purchafe provifions and
ftores, to complete their ftock for the voyage.

Many, who had paffed their hours of fuf-
penfe in the town, had alfo their marketings
to make ; and hence the demand becomisg,
fuddenly, greater than the fupply, it intros
duced all the confufion of a general fcramble,
Each feized upon whatever provifions he
could find, afking no queftions, but paylng
any money that was demandcd

Not aware of the tumultuous preffure of
fuch a moment, and _confidering ours to be
‘only a fhort paflage, we had, purpefely, de-

’ 4
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layed purchafing our meat, bread, and othe?
frefh provifions, until we fhould be certain
that the fhip, in which we were to make the
voyage, was arrived. But, fhould we proceed
to {ea, immediately, and the voyage be at all
protralted, we fhall be reduced, by this ne-
gle@, to falt food, and the fhip’s allowance ;
for, in the general fcramble, we were unable
to obtain what we wifthed, and were com-
pelled to repair on board with a very de-
ficient fupply: ' '

All the butchers’ and bakers® fhops were
quickly emptied. Not a loaf, nor a bit of meat,
not even a carrot, nor a cabbage remained, and
many went empty away. Neither porters
nor fervants were required, but every one,
who was fuccefsful enough to put his hand
wpon any provifions, gladly became the
bearer of his own load. To fhew you. the
extremity to.which we were reduced, I may
tell you that our party ftopped a man, upon.
the ftreet, who was carrying home a large
giblet pie, hot from ghe oven, ‘which we
tempted him to let us take on board, by of-’
fering, for the pie and the "difh, more than

!
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double their value—or indeed Any money he
might demand.

‘ . 'fp an unconcerned {pectator it muft have
been a moft ludicrous and diverting fcene,
and fuch as might have afforded full fcope to

" the all-animating pencil of Hogarth, We-

were too intimately affociated in what was
~pafling, to view it only with an eye of
- amufement. Still I could not but remark the
oddity of the aflemblage, and the varied ex-
preflion of countenance, as a&tuated by hope,
joy, difappointment, hurry, and anxiety.

Military and naval officers, paffengers, fer-

vants, foldiers, failors, boys, women, and ne-

groes,_ all crowded together upon the ftreets,
formed one heterogeneous mafs—one great

and motley groupe, of which every part was

in bufy motion—each perfon feeling the ap-

- -prehenfion of being left behind.

From the multitudes of anxious heavy-
laden individuals who were feen running with
their burdens down to the boats, and fcram-
~ bling to embark, it might have appeared to
:a ftranger, that the inhabitants of Portfmouth

VOL. I : G .
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,were making one great effort to carry off all
the provifions, ftores, and furniture of the
town, previous to evacuating it to the pf)ﬂ'ef—

" fion of an enemy. One hurried off with
legs-and fhoulders of mutton, another with
half a fheep, a third with a huge piece of
beef, and others with different joints of veal
or pork. Here was a man running with a
cheefe, there ome with a fugar-loaf. Others

- were fcampering away loaded with rice, or
papers of groceries. Some ran off with bags
of bread, fome with bafkets of greens, po-
tatoes, carrots, turnips, and the like. Many
were feen bending under heavy bundles of
clothes, wet from the wafh ; others loaded
with camp-ftools, deal boxes, fea-coffers,
pewter utenfils, and various other kinds of
ftores ; and, amidft the throng, ourfelves with
the fmoking giblet pie, ‘and fuch other pro-"
vifions as we had been able to procuré. Every
one was upon the alert. Neceflity made all

‘induftrious, and, without any idle or ferupu-
lous obje@ions, each was glad to minifter to
his own wants, - T

Intermixed with the bufinefs of this
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anxious fcene; were many other ¢ircumftances
which increafed the general crowd and con-
fufion of the piGure; fuch as multitudes
prefling into, and overflowing the fhops—
people running againft, or tumbling over each
other upon ' the ftreets—Iloud difputes and
quarrelling—the fadnefs of parting—greet-
ings of friends, unexpefedly met, and as
fuddenly about to feparate—failors quitting
their trulls — drunkards reeling — boatmen
wrangling—boadts overloaded or upfet—the
tide beating in heavy fprays upon the thore—=
perfons running and hurrying in every di-
retion, for fomething new, or fomething
forgot—fome curfing the boatmen for not
puthing off with more fpeed, and others be=
feeching afid imploring them to ftop a minute
longer. '

~ Such was the ftate in which we left Port{-
mouth, aftér a refidence of three weeks, du-
ring which time we had regarded it as a.dull
inanimate place ; but the change was fudden,
and will be only tranfient: the hurry and
tumult will vanifh with the. failing of the
fleet, and the town will relapfe into its tran-

62
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quil famenefs, until the recurrence of a fimilar
occafion,

This troubled moment of fcramble and
confufion called to my remembrance a fcene,
not unlike it, but upon a far greater fcale,
- which I had witnefled at Geneva, at the time
when the French general Montefquiou, after
taking the town of Chamberry, marched his
army againft that city. This was a period
of uncommon intereft, and it has ftamped an
indelible impreflion upon my mind. Having
‘made a long tour through Holland, the Pays-
bas, ‘Germany, Switzerland, and Savoy, my
brother and fifter, and myfelf had propofed
making the vicinity of Geneva our refting-
. place, during the autumn months, and, with
this view, we had taken up our refidence at
the village of Copet, near that city, in a cot-
tage, built upon the very brick of its enchant-
ing lake.

From our windows we, at once, com-
manded, perhaps the grandeft landfcape,and the
fublimeft picture in nature. An expanfe of -
“water thirty-fix miles in length, fix in breadth,
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and a8 bright as cryftal, was immediately be-
fore us. Near to us, at the upper extremity
of this fine fheet of water, appeared the city
of Geneva, encompafling the end of the lake .
in femilunar form. Upon its {ides were feen
many villages, towns, and country willas,
diftributed amidft verdant fields, or luxuriant
wineyards. At the diftance of a few miles,
.on the left fhore, was the celebrated town of
Laufanne, with the towering mountains of
Jura, which divide Switzerland from France;
and before us, on the oppofite coaft of the
lake, rofe the gigantic Alps of Savoy, proudly
elevating themfelves, in three vaft ranges,
afpiring to the very fkies, and fearcely leav-
ing a fpace between the earth and heaven.
The firft rife, gradually, behind the beautiful
villas and vineyards bordering the lake, and
are covered, to the top, with cattle and green
herbage; thofe of the fecond range, tower
above thefe, and appear, at the diftance of °
from ten to twenty miles, in rugged pyramids
of naked rock ; and the moft remote, which
crown ‘all the others, are feen above the
.¢louds, at the diftance of forty or fifty

G3
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miles, appearing in huge fummits of ice and
foow,

Here we had hoped to fojourn during
the autumn, enjoying thefe fineft fcenes of
nature, placed, as it were, beyond the broils of
a difordered world: but it was not permittéd
us, quietly to lull in nature’s lap, or, thus, to
reft embofomed in her fofteft couch. Toa
' foon wide-fpreading violation reached this
peaceful retreat, and the maniacal fever of
change, which fhook the globe, fuffered not
this heavenly fpot to efcapg.

Under the prote&ion of a neutral republic,
~ and believing themfelves fecure in this foul-
enchanting retirement, many of the ushappy
~ and pérfecuted emigrants, from France, had
taken refuge in this moft delightful neigh-
bourhood, hoping to reft in quietnefs, and,
peacefully, deplore their country’s woes ; but
the infe@ions revolution, which now fpreads
its poifon abroad, refpeéts neither perfons nor
~ places. No eftablifhment, however ancient
or facred, is fecure againft its peftiferous ine
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fluence. It rages wide and wild, and,\ like a

ferocious beaft of prey, feems only eager to
devour and deftroy.

At an carly hour of the morning, long
previous to the ufual moment of perfons being
allowed to enter the city, crowds of diftrefled
‘and terror-ftruck emigrants, flying from the
adjacent country, thronged to the Chamberry
gate, to feek prote@tion within the walls, re- -
porting that the French army had feized the
town of Chamberry, and was proceeding
againft Geneva.

‘The news was unexpeded as alarming,
and the fudden apprifal introduced a fcene of
terror and confufion not to be defcribed. An
univerfal confternation prevailed. The emi-
grants expected to be maffacred if they fell
into the hands of their implacable foes; and
the ariftocratic party of the inhabitants looked
to nothing but plunder, indignity, and i_n-
fult.

A general council was called, and it was
refolved to demand the Swifs fubfidy of

¢4
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froops to defend the city. In the mean
time feveral of the fenators deemed it prudent
to embark fuch of their property as could
be conveniently moved; and the whole
body of emigrants haftened, without delay,
to feck their fafety in the more independent
territory of Switzerland. Of the inhabitants
alfo, great numbers faw no fecurity but in
quitting the town ; and many, who remained,
held it prudent to fend away their wives and
families.

The fcene which followed was not unlike
what we have, lately, witnefled at Portfmouth,
but more general, and of a nature infinitely
more affliting. Indeed the fudden panic
that overfpread the place, together with the
alarm and confufion of the emigrants, begat
a day of horror and diftrefs, which might
have drawn compaffion even from the tigre--
hearts of thofe who caufed it.

Penetrated with every fearful apprehen=
fion, multitudes abandoned their property,and -
ran from' the city to efcape, only, with their
lives; regardlefs whither they wandered, or
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of fafety. Others taking what property they
could with them, crowded into boats upon

~* the lake, in order to.proceed, by water, to

the Cantons of Switzerland. Many hurried
away on horfeback, others in coaches, carts,
waggons, or any fort of conveyance they
could find. Every fpecies of carriage, of
whatever fhape or ftru@ure, was feized and
driven away with more than a double load. .

Unhappily a new fource of diftrefs arofe,
from an obftacle which the terrified multitude
had not anticipated. The little town of Ver-
foy, fituated upon the weftern border of the
lake, is within the territory of France, and the
frightened multitude, in purfuing the public
route to Switzerland, which leads through
this place, met with guards of military ¢ le-
vellers” ftationed upon the ftreets, and upon
different parts of the road, who ftopped every
perfon, and every carriage, under pretence of
fearching for emigrant, or contraband pro-
perty. But thefe new comptrollers of the road
—this new fpecies of highway robbers, fanc-
tioned by that odiouys badge -of liferty, the -
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national uniform, having, in compliance with
the fyftem and principle of the revolution,

. fubdued all the antiquated prejudices of con-
{cience, ftole and plundered without referve.
The law of force being their only rule of
juftice, they found no difliculty in attaching
the term * emigré” to whatever they defired
to poflefs. 1f emigrant property was found,
it 'was tofled out upon the open road; the
packages emptied, and whatever was valuable
taken away: and thofe perfons who were
difcovered to be emigrants, were, further,
robbed of their fhoe-buckles, knee-buckles,
ear-rings, and the like, and fubjected to every
low and degrading infult that could aggravate
their misfortune, or augment the diftrefs of
their retreat. For more than a mile, between
Verfoy and Geneva, the road was ftrewed
with interrupted carriages—with trunks,boxes,
imperials, and other packagcs, expofed to the
rough examination, and the plunder of thefe,
Jfai-difans, fons of freedom. Whole trains of
carriages were thus detained for many hours,
and others were not fuffered to proceed,

Multitudes of perfons heariﬁg of therude
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infpe&ion to which thofe in advance were
fubje&ed, returned, before they reached the
firft ftation of French troops, hoping to make
their efcape, with lefs difficulty, by water.
But in this they were not lefs unhappy, for
the freedom of the lake was alfo violated.
The tri-coloured marauders of Verfoy, ob-
ferving a crowd moving upon the water, fent
out four boats, and fiationed them acrofs the
lake, with inftrn&ions to intercept every vef-
fel that fhould attempt to pafs; and inter-
ruption and plunder prevailed, equally, upon
the land and the water,

The whole town was now at the higheft
point of diftrefs ; boats, carriages, and vehi-.
eles of every defcription were crowding back,
both from the road, and the lake ; the French
army was faid to be a&ually on its march from
Chamberry ; and, ftill worfe, from the demo-
cratic part of the citizens being diffatisfied
with the decifion of the council, refpeing
the Swifs troops and the defence of the city, .
the place was threatened with inteftine com-
motion. No one felt fafe in the town, yet
pone could efcape from it, without injury or
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infult.—The moment was awful as perilous.
Confternation was feated upon every brow.
The fireets were crowded with parties, each
fufpe@ing the other’s defigns: and from the
more violent and diforderly calling aloud,
¢ Point de Suiffes—Point de Suiffes,” it was
to be apprehended that fome dreadful con.
vulfion might enfue. -

In this alarming flate of the city the
council was again aflembled, and, in order
to appeafe the difcontented, it was refolved
that fome fiep thould be taken to evince the
amicable difpofition of the government of
Geneva, towards the republic of France. A
decree was accordingly paffed, that the French
refident at Geneva, who had not been ac-
knowledged fince the memorable 10oth of
Auguft, thould be recognifed, as envoy of the
French republic, and that he fhould be re=
quefted to proceed to general Montefquiou,

. commanding the French army, with affur-

ances of friendfhip from the council and peo~
ple of Geneva.

- This, in fome degree, quieteﬂ the diffatif-
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fied citizens : but * Point de Suifles—Point de
Suiffes,” continued to be occafionally heard.
The council, however, did not abandon the
decree of calling in the Swifs levy, but re-
ferved all further proceedings, until they
- thould receive the anfwer of general Montef-
quiou,to the friendly communication conveyed
through the medium of the French refident.

In the mean time, as the whole town felt
indignant on account of the freedom of the -
lake being infringed, an armed veflel .was
‘difpatched to affert the rights of the ftate of
Geneva; and to infift upon the free and un-
interrupted paffage of all veflels going from
the city. The remonftrance fucceeded, and
na further obftacle being oppofed, every boat,
‘barge, and fkiff~—every veflel that could carry
an oar or a fail, was, immediately, employed,
and the general hurry and confufion were ten-
fold increafed. Anxious multitudes thronged
on board, and the crowded boats were in
danger of being upfet, or funk to the bottom.

From the diftrefs and extreme. peril which
intermixed with,and augmented the confufion
: i e
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of this difaftrous period, it was rendeted
highly affliG®ing. Not only the peace and
property, but the lives of numbers were at
hazard. To go off in the boats, crowded as
they were, was exwemely dangerous; but
fiill greater peril awaited longer delay.
Hence, at all rifks, thofe who could poffibly -
find place, ventured themfelves afloat, and;
quickly, we faw, from our window, as it
were, a whole town moving upon the water.

Among the crowd that appeared before
the city gates early in the morning, as well
as among thofe who left theii homes, to
efcape from the town, were groupes of the
various defcriptions of young and old, male
and female, rich and poor, polithed and vul-
gar, all confounded, pall-mall, together. A&- .
ing from the fudden impulfe of terror, many
thought only of the fafety of their perfons ;
and fome, in their hafte and anxiety to efcape, °
- ran off without hats or fhoes—fome without
caps or bonnets. Few, indeed, were enough
colle&ted to regard either propriety or orna-
ment of drefs. The countenances of alb
befpake mere important concern; but thei
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feelings were differently depicted, and fo
‘great was the motley variety of the throng,
that had the occafion been lefs painful, the
whole fcene might have appeared as a ludi-
.crous fpe@acle. But all the circumftances
- conne&ting with it, were fo ferious and afflict-
ing, that every feeling of levity, which might
- have arifen from the various incidents of the
moment, was abforbed in the general emotion .
of compaflion for the fufferers.

Both the fympathy and aftonifhment of
the town were excited, in a peculiar manner,
towards an unfortunate old lady, nearly
eighty years of age, who had heard the
alarm in the night-time, and, in order to
fave her life, had hurried away on foot, from
her place of refidence, and had been com-
pelled to walk many miles to reach Ge-
neva; where fhe appeared, amidft the terri-
fied crowd, before the hour of opening the
city gates.

Very different. was the fenfation created
by the misfortune, or rather by the condu&,
under misfortune, of afrivolous marquis—a
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petit maitre who was driven back to the town
by the rude boat-infpe&tors from Verfoy. A
party of Englith who had been acquainted
with this emigrant, during his refidence at
Geneva, withing to affift him in his efcape to
the Cantons, had offered him the prote@ion
of their boat. But the fans-culottes fearchers
of the veflel, finding their ex-countryman on
board, minutely infpeCted every package,
plundering the marquis of his, and detaining
much of what belonged to his kind pro-
te&ors ; but, worft of all, they robbed the un-
happy marquis of his fhoe-buckles, his knee-
buckles, and—his beloved ear-rings ! and then
obliged him and the party to return, aot fuf-
. fering the veflel to pafs on account of having
an emigrant on board. Upon landing from
the boat, this infignificant fribble ran to my
brother and myfelf in loud bewailing, forget-
. ful of the greater lofs of his baggage, and
| ~ that his life was flill in danger, and lament-
¢ Jes cheres boucles doreilles I

ing only

« ! Meffieurs,” cried the wretched fop,
¢ Les vilains republicains ont volé mes boucles
Yoreilles. Les gueux! Les voleurs!- Les
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éhi'agés democrats! Ils ont volé ines cheres
boucles d’oreilles! Helas! qu “elles etoient belles!
qu’elles etoient fuperbes O! pourquoi faut il
que je les aie perdues! Les voleurs! Les co-
guins! Pourquoi fautil qu "ils m ’ayent vol¢ mes
boucles d’oreilles!” All his concern: all his
anguifh feemed to centreinthéfe idle ornaments
i—thefe cffeminate appendages of his ears.

I ﬁeéd not explain to you the émotion
created in our minds by the poor marquxs 8
griefs. Such ineffable frivolity, exhibited at
a moment of the heavxeft, affliGtion, could not
but render its obje&t contemptible, But as
foon as the bitter calamity of lofing his ear-
drops would allow him to think of his per-
fonal I'aféty; we, in compaffion to his misfor-
tunes, aﬂiﬁzed in conveying him, by means
of a [mall private boat, to the oppofite- fide
of the lake, where we put him on fhore upon
the tetritory of Savoy, and left him to fteal
~ his way through the vineyards, into the Cana
tons of Switzerland.

But you will fay that I am ftraying as
wide as the marquis, and, likg him, droppmg
voL. 1, ‘H
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trifles in your ears, to the exclufion of more
immediate; or more important fubje@s: let
me, therefore, return with-you to the Ulyfles,
-and tell you, that upon reaching the fhip, we
had fo anxioufly looked for, we were re-
-cefved as people unknown and unregarded—
conducted into a large ward-room, ftrewed
with various kinds of lumber, and there left,
as in a wildernefs. No births had been pre-
pared, nor any kind of arrangement made
for out accommodation. Not a cot was flung ;
nor any ﬂeeping place allotted. The ward-
' 'room was open to all, and was to ferve for the
- whole of the paffengers. We were turned
in loofe, with fix or eight other perfons, and
foon found ourfelves to be, only, individuals
of the gencral herd—the whole fock being
left, at large, like fheep ina common fold.

"The veflel is commanded by an officer

~ of the navy, and it was no part of his duty
to prepare accommodations for paflengers he
neither knew nor expe@ed. She: is one

- of the old forty-four gun frigates, and carries
fome of her guns asan armed tranfport. Had
"pur (hip bee a common tranfport, or a met-

2N
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chantman, I thould have felt enough at home
to have demanded all we required, but, from
not having, before, been paflengers on board a
thip of war, Cleghorn, Mafter, and myfelf
were quite, at a lofs how to proceed. For-
tunately Henderfon is more ax fait to thefe
{ubjedts, and from underftanding the neceflary
etiquette, kindly took upon himfelf the tatk
of meliorating our condition. . Having ap-
plied, with all due ceremony, to the Governor
of our ocean-caftle, he foon fucceeded in bring- "
ing one of the lieutenants to our aid ; who,
very obligingly, gave immediate direftions
for bettering our fituation, and it was gra-
tifying, beyond all the advantages of f?cr-
-fonal accommodation, to obferve with what
promptitude his orders were put into exe-
cution. The packages, and other incom-
moding lumber, were quickly removed ; and |
a canvafs partition was put up to divide th'é': ,
ward-room into two feparate apartments ; al-
lotting to us that on the ftarboard fide. Four
cots were {lung, in a row, over the cannon,
and inclofed with-another canvafs running,
" parallel with the former, throughout the whole
length of the vlard-room., This formed a
H2
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cbedience to my poor naufeated ftomach, I,
very humbly; required to be allowed to take
the loweft cot of* i four, and am accordingly
indulged with the birth “nearéft the centre of
the thip, where I lie with my thi;cg}‘,ch_tades
kicking, in a row, at my head. -

Our firft night has been reftlefs and

~ difturbed—the unpleafant heaving of the
thip—the creaking of bulk-heads, and
other noifes—the uneafy motion of the cot,
and a whole hoft of annoyances, prevented
me from fleeping. Arteach movement of the
thip, or the cot, my feet were ftruck agaiaft
the bulk-head at the bottom of the wérd-
room ; or I was bumped upon the huge can-
non ftanding under me; or had Cleghorn’s feet
roughly prefented to my head. Some of thefe
- evils arofe from the cot being badly flung,
‘and will be removed; and a few days, I
truft, will reconcile me to thofe which cannot
~ be remedied.

‘]-13
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s LETTER X.

- :Leeward Woand divifion of the expedition puts to fea. Mp-
pearance of the fleet on doubling the point of the l/le of’
Wight. Its failing forms a grand and pleafing fpectacle. Fir-
ing of canmon on board a fhip.  Author’s fenfations convince.
bim that be.is no longer upon terra firma. Putrid wa-
ter on board the Ulyffes. Kitchen Inconvensences, Au-
thor expelis to proceed to Ireland.

H. M. S. Ulyfles, Nov. 13.

‘ TﬂE long expelted day is at length arrived,

when our proud fleet {wells its lofty fails to
feck the enemy. ‘Theloud fignal of departure
being given, all the thips of the Leeward Ifland
divifion weighed anchor this morning, and
" put to fea under a moft favourable breeze.
The Ulyfles being left to wait the failing of
the convoy for Cork, we remained tranquil
fpe&ators, and had every opportunity of en-
joying the fcene; which was great, and
fplendid, and led me firongly to wifh that
ybu had been here to witnefs it, with us.

The day' being fine, and the wind from a

-~
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friendly quarter, the piGture was beautiful, as
- it ‘was grand and animated. On pafling
round, or, to ufe the failors’ term,.on doubling |
the point of the Ifle of Wight, all the fhips
feemed to fall into regular fucceflion, forming a
line of numberlefs extent—each elevating her
fails, into view, over the territory of the ifland,

as though they were contending which fhould
~ be longeft feen ; or, as if ftriving to rival the
clouds, in their travels through the fkies, con-
fcious that they,too, bore, within them, their -
thunder, and their lightning,.

It was a pleafing {pe@acle to every be-
holder, andthofewho felt asEnglifhmenought,
~ derived, from it, fenfations peculiarly grateful.
To witnefs .fuch a fleet full-fwelling, from
our little ifland, into the broad ocean, to fight
our battles in a far diftant country, conveyed
ideas of greatnefs and power, which were
- calculated to raife a juft ambition in every
Britith bofom. The fhips of war and trani-
ports exceeded two hundred fail. The im-
menfe fhip,the Commerce de Marfeilles, cap-
tured at Toulon, is at the head of the convoy,
with the admiral, the commander in chief

H 4
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of the army, and nearly a thoufand troops oa

board. It is, currently, reported here that the
whole of thefe, together with theCoik divifion,

are to rendezvous at Barbadoes, and, making
that the grand depot, proceed, from thence, to
. the attack of various colonies,

For a long time paft has this vaft ar-
‘mament been expe@ed in the Weft Indies,
and during many tedious weeks has England,
almoft daily, looked for its departure: but to
prepare, and fet afloat fuch a fleet, and. fuch
an army, is an undertaking of no trifling
magnitude: and far more difficult in the ex-
ccution than thofe fuperficial obfervers, who
are ignorant of the fervice, are willing to
- imagine. If it meets with fair winds, and
~ proceeds without difafter, or unforefeen
delay, it may yet arrive at a good feafon, and
in time, perhaps, to eﬁ'ea all its intended
operations.

We were, yefterday, regaled with the
loud treat of hearing the fhip’s cannon fired,
while we were on board. Every thing
was cleared away, as if preparing for aQion: .
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all the doors and windows were fet open, and
every precaution ufed, to prevent injury or
accident. We remained in the ward-room
during the time of firing the guns, in that
part of the thip, and endeavoured to be ftrictly
attentive to the effe@. It was not unlike a
violent firoke of eleétricity : and, fora moment, -
we felt ftunned with the thock. The jarring
concuffion conveyed the fenfation of the
whole fhip having fhivered afunder, or {ud-
denly burft into atoms ; and it feemed" matter
+of furprize that the ears of the failors fhould,
ever, become capable of {upporting the fuc-
" ceflive and violent explofions of a hoftile en-
gagement. Notwithftanding the precaution
of letting down the windows, thofe of the
quarter gallery were fhattered to pieces,

You know what a fick and fuffering
failor I am, and will not be furprized to learn
that the flight motion of the fhip, at anchor,
gives me a degree of head-ach, with a fenfe
of naufea, and uneafinefs of ftomach. It does
‘not . quite amount to ficknefs, but is fuf-
ficient to-make me know that I am not upon
terra firma, Poﬁibly the gradual intro‘d'u&ion
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effe@ed by our prefent delay, may enable
- - 'me better to fupport the more fevere motion
of failing; and, from growing accuftomed
" to the thip, while in harbour, I may be lefs
a fufferer when we put to fea,
. :
. We are daily becoming more fettled, and
better reconciled to our floating dwelling:
but we are fometimes annoyed by. the merry
. erowd on the other fide the canvafs. Some
late additions have been made to their party ;
and this feems now to be the general mefs, and
<common receptacle of paflengers : but, group~
"ed as they are, friends and ftrangers together,
we fometimes find that they are fufficiently
acquainted- to become more loudly joyous
than is quite agreeable, in fuch near neigh-
bours. |

As we are to wait for other thips, we
may now find an opportunity of adding to the
{canty ftock of provifions, which we procured
amidft the general fcramble of embarkation;
and we hope, allo, that our veflel will have
time to take in a fre(h fupply of water ; for we
have, hitherto, fuffered,very feverely, from not °
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~ having any, but what has been putrid and of-
fenfive, on board ; and coming, direétly, to this
-from the fhore, has rendered it far worfe than
if we had been, gradually, compelled to fubmit
to ir, after being a long time at fea. To myfelf,
in particular, this is a weighty misfortune,.as I
have not the common refourceof flying to wine .
andbeer, as a relief. We have taken to our aid,
both purifiers and . filtering ftones ; and, very
foon, we hope to have good water from the
fhore. We are further affured of having oyr
_ prefent fufferings compenfated upon the paf-
fage ; for the Thames water, now fo offenfive,
will foon reftore itfelf, and, becoming fettled
and depurated, will be clear and fweet as we
could defire. |

With regard to our eating, likewife, ’tis
well we are not of the Epicurean fcheol.
The many difagreeable {mells,and the heaving
motion of the fhip, have much impaired our
appetites ; and, were we fqueamith, or over-
dainty, we muft, literally, ftarve ; for our thip-
cuifinier happens to be fit only to cook for
the feafoned ftomachs of old Neptune’s hardieft
fons, In ftrength and fRature this governor

LR,
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of the galley might be deemed a fit opponent
for Hercules, although his appearance fome-
times calls up the idea of a fable {pirit who had
been long broiling in the dark regions of Pluto, -
His profeflional ignorance is only exceeded
by his general ftupidity. He makes us a daily
vifit at breakfaft-time, to receive inftructions
regarding dinner; and he, ufually, ftumbles
upon fome outrageous miftake, or, totally,
fpoils whatever is put into his hands. A few
days ago he was defired, together with other
difhes, to let us have fome beef-fteaks ; and ha~
ving receivedhis inftru&ions, he bent hisneck,
in refpe&@ful civility, and haftened away : but,
within a fingle hour after, lo, and behold !
came our cook running and puffihg into the
ward-room, with a great dith of beef-fteaks,
all hot and fmoking. He had ufed uncommon
expedition in getting them ready,and, added to
the blunder of giving us dinner an hour after
‘breakfaft, he had burnt the fteaks as black as his
own fkin, and as.dry as the outfide of a tea~

kettle,

As foon as the other veflels are ready, the
Ulyfles, we are told, is to proceed with them
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to Cowes harbour, to join the St. Domingo
divifion. It is probable, therefore, that my

next letter may be addrefled to you from
Ireland.
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LETTER XL

A dreadful florm overtakes the fleet. It returns to St. Helen'#
in a difabled condition. Author's fenfations during the florm.
Thofe of other Paffengers unaccuflomed to the fea. Quaint

Jokes and yemarks of the [fuilors. Difmal effelts of the
gale.  Author and bis ccmrades go on fbere at Portfmoutb,
andat the Ifle of Wight. Are told thet the Ulyffes is to
proceed to Cove with the firf} fair wind, without waiting
Jor the convoy.

. Spithead, Nov. 19.

WHEN, in my laft, I mentioned to you the
grand and fplendid fight we had witnefled,
in the failing of an important divifion of our
great expedition, I .did not anticipate the
painful reverfe of, thus foon, communica-
“ting the unhappy tidings of its return. But,
alas ! how uncertain are all human expec-
tations !- Pleafed as we were at the proud
failing of this fleet, only a few. days fince ; now,
we fhould rejoice, ftill more, could we fee
every fhip again fafe in harbour.

We, yefterday, experienced a moft tremen-
dous gale, which, from its difaftrous effeCts
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among the fhipping at Spithead, led to very
painful apprchenfions concerning the feet
which had fo lately gone to fea. The wind

having fhifted to an unfavourable point, and -

blowing with great violence, it was manifeft
that the convoy could not> ptocted; and
but too evident, that many of the thips muft be
damaged or loft; and I am forry to add that.
we are, already, witneffing the melancholy con-
firmation of our fears, for the fleet not having

cleared the channel, was unable to weather

the florin, and, during the whole of this day,
different thips have beén dropping in at St.
Helen’s, in a fadly difabled ftate, bringing ftill
worfe tidings of thofe left behind. A ftorm
‘fo violent and deftru&tive has feldom been
known in this climate; indeed, many who
had been in the Weft Indies, remarked, that it .
was fcarcely ‘inferior to a tropical hurricane.
Even the admiral’s thip was in extreme peril,
and, with great difficulty, weathered the gale.
She is now brought back in a much injured
condition, being very leaky, and having a con-
fiderable depth of water in her hold. So
alarming was her fituation, during the ftorm,
that if the boifterous elements had raged.on
but a little longer, fhe had, probably, gone to
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the bottom, with'the general, the admiiral, and
nearly two thoufand fouls on. board. We
are told that fhe is fo damaged as to be unfit
for further fervice, and that, notwithftanding
the large fum lately expended in repairing her,
fhe can never, again, be fit to go to fea. '

. ‘The confulion of a crowded convoy in-
ereafed the danger of the gale. Some veflels
became ungovernable; and ran on board each
other ; fome had their fails fplit; others were
difmafted ; fome loft their bowfprits; and
fcarcely any efcaped without more or lefs of .
injury. Many were loft upon our own
fhores—others were wrecked upon the coaft
.of France—{ome fprang a leak-—and feveral,
‘alas ! foundered and funk. Thofe, even, of
the crews, who are made prifoners, from theif
fhips having been blown upon the enemy’s
fhore, have much caufe to be happy—fof
others, lefs fortunate, tharing the fate of theif
veflels, perifhed in the fathomlefs deep.

Great multitudes are khown to be loft ; buit
the full extent of this fad difafter cannet yet be
afcertained, for crippled fhips ftill continue to
drop in: it is therefore hoped that fome may
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appear which report leads us not to expeét.
Among the more hopelefs is the Stanley, with
fome hundreds of troops on board. Of this
thipnot the flighteft intelligence can be learned,
from any one yet returned. " She is fuppofed
to have gone to the bottom, and all hands to
have perithed! What a fad and melancholy
change! By how flender a threa‘d' are the
hopes of man fufpended ! This great fleet
which had coft fo much time, and toil in
its equipment ; and which, under the faireft
profpetts, fo lately fwelled her fails to feek
the broad ocean, is already defeated, dif-
abled, and brought to ruin! What an exam-
ple! What a firiking proof of the weaknefs
of human forefight; and the uncertainty of
all our wifeft calculations ! .

The damage done to the veflels, imme-
diately around us, and the perilous ftate of our
own thip, although lying at anchor, had caufed
a too faithful reprefentation of the evils which
‘might have befallen us, had we been on our
paflage to Ireland ; and rendered us happy in
not having, previeufly, gone to fea. Signals
of diftrefs were heard on all quarters. Pieces

YoL. L 1 ‘
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of mafts, cordage, and planks floated by the
fides of the Ulyfles: All was hurry and alarm
around us. Many veflelsnear tous wereinjured
—fome, driven from their anchors, drifted on
board other fhips, or were caft on fhore, and,
being there wrecked, remained, before our
eyes, fad examples 6f the greater difafters to
be apprehended from the ftorm.

_ Such, even, was the perilous infecu’rit& of
the Ulyfles, that although, to ufe thefea-term,
we had lowered our top-mafis, and made all
Jnug, it was deemed expedient to prepare the
- guns, for the purpofe of firing fignals of dif-
trefs ; and, had the gale continued much lon-
ger, we might have required affiftance, which,
at fuch a moment, it had been impoffible to
obtain, ;

I was, exceflively, fick and ill ; and from

‘the deep rolling, heavy toflings, and the many
“troubled motions of the fhip, was quite unable
_to fupport myfelf upon my legs. Staggering
and ftumbling I crawled out of the ward-room,

“to the middle of the half-deck, to feek a more
"central part of the fhip, and, there, clinging
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to fome firm hold, remained, fick and com-
fortlefs, to wear outa moft diftrefsful day.
Afllied with head-ach, a naufeated ftomach,
and trembling limbs, my contemplations were
not of the moft confolatory nature. I faw all
the evils that were to befal our fleet under
their moft gloomy colors. I beheld the con-
voy difperfed ; fhips ftruggling in the gale;
my fellow creatures finking; and the whole
expedition difcomfited: the mind {ympa-
~ thizing with the fickened frame, all was

- piGured as one grand fcene of difafter and
deftruction. '

.

My friend Mafter, and fome others on
board, fuffered ftill more feverely than I did ;
for, by fixing myfelf to the fpot where [
found a free circulation of air, and, com-
paratively, but little motion, the naufea, which
diftreffed me, did not proceed to the violent,
and almoft inceflant reaching, with -which
they were afflicted.

In the midt of our apprehenfions, and _
our danger, I could not but notice the ftrange
.remarks, and quaint jokes which paffcd among

d I2
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- the failors, who were, varioufly; attuated

by feelings of indolence, anxiety, or in-
difference. One of them being called upon
deck, and defired to go aloft, to do fomething
that was expedient at the top of the maft, idly
crawled up, from below, muttering, “I'd
rather be drowned in the fea, dammee,
than at the maft-head”—another, obferving
a paflenger in a fevere fit of vomiting, ex-
claimed—* dammee, he’s only fick for
want o’grog”—and a third, as if refponfive
to the other, called out, ¢ ftiff breeze Jack.
He’ll be worfe yet! Steward! why don’tyou
give the gentleman a piece of fat pork to fettle
" his ftomach.”

About five o’clock in the evening the
fiorm began to abate; when torrents of
rain leflened the wind, and brought the failors
fome refpite from the harafling, and perilous
duties of the day. From thofe who have re-
turned in fafety we hear many details of real,
" and of Amaginary diftrefs, of ludicrous in-
cidents, and of very truly afli@ing, and me-
lancholy events ; but the diftrefsful fum of the

¢ is, that the fleet is fe’verely‘; damaged ;
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many thipsare loft; numbers of fouls have

pen{hed and the whole expedmon is difabled
ana delayed.

To repeat to you all the afliGting reports
we hear on the fubje&®, would fwell my
letter into a volume : for, in addition to real
and ferious ills, the reprefentations of paf-
fengers, not accuftomed to the fea, magnify .
thofe' of lefs importance into a terrific ca-
talogue of injuries and difafters. Some loft
their baggage—fome their ftock and provi-
fions : One lamerits his pig—another his goaf
—another his poultry: Some were floating
~ in their births, from water dathing in at the
{cuttles ; and others, finding the fea break in at
the ftern and quarter-gallery windows, fan-
cied themf{elves to be drowning in their beds:
Pigs and fheep, chickens and ducks were
wathed away by dozens. Hen-coops, filled
with poultry, boats, binnacles, and quarter
boards were all fwept off by the violence of
the wind, or by the heavy feas that broke over
the deck. Hogs and fheep put to fea in open
boats ; ducks and geefe {fwam off in their
coops ; naked goats fought tl}é waves ; even

13
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chickens and turkies took to the water, and ail
were feen {wimming upon the ocean together.

We were on fhore this morning at Port{-
mouth, and, from the ramparts, faw the thips
of the returning fleet affembled in foreft crowd
at St. Helen’s. From thence, alfo, we had a
more ample demonfiration of the effe@s which
. the ftorm had produced immediately around
us ; and I am forry to tell you that we find the
injury more extenfive than we had imagined,
Five or fix veflels lie, caft on thore, clofe to the
town, and feveral are.driven aground in
Stokes’ Bay. Two are lying near to South-fea
- Caftle; an artillery fhip, with the Ocean
tranfport, and a gun-boat, are on thore direcly
under the ramparts, and lying, dry, quite out
of thefea. Some, it is hoped, may be got off
again, others are fo much injured, that they
will be entirely loft.

Our vifit to Portfmouth was for the pur-
pofe of procuring fome additional provifions
for the ﬁaﬂ'age, and completing other neceflary
. purchafes; and,.with acknowledgments for

~your kind attention, I may announce to you

N
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that it afforded me the opportunity of receiving
the gay fword, and fcarlet embroidered fuit, in
which your friend is direGted to exhlblt his
perfon. N

We have alfo had a pleafant ramble, fince
I'laft wrote to you, to the Ifle of Wight, in
fearch of eggs, poultry, and pigs to add to our
fea ftore.

The report is, again, revived that we are
to avail ourfelves of the firft hour of a fair
wind to proceed to Cork, without waiting
for any other veflel ; and we are all of .accord.
in wifhing this may prove corre&, for our
prefent ftate of fufpenfe and uncertainty is
grbwiné, moft fadly, tedious and difagreeable.

14
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LETTER XIL

BMMilitary incertitude not inferior ts the glorims wrcorisinty
of the law. Examples in procfsftbis. Tte Ulsfes cefiined
25 make & running paflage, with trops, ts Martinique.
Punifbment of flogging a failsr riund 13 fea.

H.M.S. Uiyfles, Nov. 23.

"T'ue uncertainty of the law has eftablithed
itfelf into an adage : but I begin to fufped that,
proverbial as it is, it muft yield to the fuperior
incertitude of military fervice. Even the
fickle elements, with which this fo intimately
conne@s, are out-rivalled by it; for, uncertainty
is, equally, its principle and its purfuvit. In
my laft letter I mentioned to you that we were
to proceed to Cove the moment the wind was
fair, and, in this idea, we had written to our
friends defiring them not to addrefs us, again,
at Spithead, but to fend their letters to Ireland,
that they might meet us at Cork. Now, we
find that our deftination is again chamged, and
indeed, within the two laft days, it has been fo
rapidly altered and confirmed, fixed, reverfed,

wried, and changed, agaip and again, that we
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are, totally, at a lofs on what affurance to fix -
.our faith, '

Yefterday- we heard of new doubts
and delays. The ftores of the Ulyfles were
to be unftowed, in order to examine if any ef
them were injured by the gale ; they were to
be removed, and the veflel given to the fervice
of the Leeward Ifland army ; the was to pro-
ceed dire@ to the Weft Indies with troops of
Sir Ralph Abercromby’s divifion ; to go im-
mediately to Cork, to take on board troops
of the St. Domingo divifion ; to be converted -
" into an hofpital fhip; into a tranfport for
ftores, &c. &c. &ec., fo that, within the {hort
round of twenty-four hours, the fhip and our-
felves were deftined toan almoft infinite variety
of ftations and purpofes. To-day the reports
have not be{en lefs multiplied or lefs varied,
and the deftination of the Ulyfles, and her
paflengers, has changed with almoft every
pafling ‘hour. In the morning it was fettled
that the fhip was to proceed to the Weft
Indies, with the Leeward Ifland convoy ; and
that we were to remain on board, during her
paflage down the Chananel, but were to be dif-
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tributed, into different thips ef the St. Domingo
divifion, on arriving at a certain latitude, or
whenever we fhould fall in with the St. Do-
mingo convoy, from Cork; and this being
mentioned to us as the final arrangement, we
wrote a hurried line to a friend at Cove, beg-
ging him to take charge of our letters, until we
fhould meet at fea, or at St. Domingo. At
noon the infpe@or general of hofpitals cameon
board to announce to us that the Ulyfles was
to be, completely, fitted as an hofpital fhip, for
the St. Domingo army ; and to be the receiving
thip of the Cork divifien, during the paflage ;
and, further, that we were not only to continue
* oa board, but officially, and to confider our-
felves on duty. Yet fcarcely had one thort hour
paflfed away before a different arrangement -
was made ; for, at one o’clock, it was again
decided that the Ulyfles thould proceed to
Cork, and take in troops for St. Domingo ;
and fo completely did this feem’ to be fixed,
that the purfer of the Trufty man of war,
who was going to join his fhip, put his
_ baggage on board, and fet off to Cork, by way
of Milford Haven, aflured of meeting the -
Ulyfles at Cove. But evening bad not ar-
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rived before a new change fucceeded ; and we-
were now told that it was fimally fettled for
the Ulyfles to go in company with two ar
three other fhips of war, and make a run-
ning paflage to Martinique, in order to haften
thither a body of troops, without waiting
the interruptions, and tedious delays of a
convoy ; and, to this end, veflels were to be
alongfide, early in the morning, to take out
all the ftores belonging to the St. Domingo
divifion, -

Prefently, after we had heard the latter
report, the lieutenant, commanding the thip,
came on board with inftru@ions to the fame
effed. This,.therefore, ftands as the final
arrangement : but we have already known
fo many jfinal arrangements that we begin to
regard a /agff decifion, with refpe& to the
Ulyfles, in the light of a diplomatic /-
timatum—fifty times renewed! What the
morrow may bring forth is yet in embryo,
and exceedingly doubtful: but the com-
manding officer having . received his official
inftru@ions, probability would feem” to red-
der the prefent decifion conclufive.

7
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How we are to be dipofed of is not yet
determined, but, in cafe of this plan being
adopted, we fhall, no doubt, be driven to feek -
our births elfewhere.

T had almoft forgot to notice to you
that, a few mornings fince, we had an oppor-

" tunity of witnefling the diftrelsful ceremony
of flogging a failor round the fleet, in con-
fequence of a fentence pafled upon him for
defertion. . That the fufferer might be ex-
hibited with all the parade of a public pu--
nithment, and that all due folemnity might be -
given to it, a number of boats, from the dif-
ferent fhips of war, were ordered to attend in
proceffion. 'The man belonged to the Trufty.
He was, accordingly, placed in the long-boat
‘of that fhip, and made to ftand up, with his -
back uncovered ; and when, the other boats
* had affembled around him, to the number of _
fifteen, they all proceeded, in flow and folemn
movement, to the feveral fhips, whence thefe
boats had been difpatched. Upon arriving’
at the fide of each fhip, the boats refted on
their oars; and the thip’s company being
piped upon deck, to witnefs the {peQtacle, ten

7
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firipes were inflited upon the bare back of
the delinquent—thus dividing the fentence
of a hundred and fifty lathes, into fifteen fe-
parate punifhments, according to the number
of fhips, whofe boats attended. In this way
the difgrace, refulting from the crime, was
made public, and the punitfhment not only
rendered more fevere, but fo condu&ed ‘as to
be an example to the whole fleet.
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LETTER XIIL

Author and bis comrades again on flore.  Portfmouth
thronged, and many compelled 1o fleep in chairs, hammocks,
&’c.  Author obtains a bed by firatagem. St. Domingo

- Jlores vemoved from the Ulyffes ; and the focial quartette of
the wardrosm ordered to [eparate into the Gesrge and
Bridget, and the Lord Sheffield tranjports. Further ac-
count of the difafirous effecls of the florm. Author and
bis comrades fuppofed to have been at fea with the convoy.

. Felicitations of an old lady at Gofport, on feeing Dr. Cleg=

horn fafely returned.

Porti’mouth, Nov. 30.

PORTSMOUTH! methinks, I hear you ex-
B claim! What, again on fthore ? Yes, again on

- fhore ! and, in England, too! Be not furpriz-
ed! I have already told you that it is not lefs
difficult to know our ultimatum, than that of
. a political negociation. Since I wrote to you
laft we have remained in a moft unfettled
ftate, wandering from Spithead to Portfmouth,
and from Portfmouth to Spithead, even as
men without a home—j/ans lodging on fhore
~—/ans birth on board. Some nights we have
pafled in the Ulyfles—others we have flept at
Portﬁnouth but, in sither, we have felt our-
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felves mere intruders, the {hip having been one
grand fcene of hurry and confufion—the town
a great and overflowing throng. In confe-
quence of the fleet returning; every inn, and
every houfe is fo crowded that beds cannot
~ be procured—hence fome fleep upon tables,
fome in chairs, and fome in hammocks, hung .
in the fitting rooms ; while others find other
expedients for the night.

Laft night T was indebted to my pro.
* feffion for my pillow. I had gone the whole
round of the town, and had fought through-
out every ftreet, and almoft every houfe, in
vain, when I was compelled to have recourfc
o a rufe de guerre, and by a ftratagem, which
I truft you will allow to have been both
warrantable and innocenr, fucceeded in
procuring an excellent bed, whiltt many
. ‘others were obliged to fit up the whole
. night.

The hour was late. I was ready to
drop with fatigue, and had quite defpaired
of finding a refting place by other means,
hence, neceflity feeming to fan&ion the ex-
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pedient, having chanced to hear that the land-
lord of one of the inns was ill, and confined
to his room, and having once feen him, and
heard his name, I walked firaight into the
bar, and, addrefling myfelf to his lady, with-
out afking for a bed—or entering upon other
fubje&s, inquired civilly after Mr, —————,
The good lady, taking it for granted that
I was well acquainted with her hufband,
thanked me,—entered into a long detail of the
fymptoms of his complaint, -and with an ap-
peal, which implied that fhe had not miftaken
my profeflion, atked what might be moft
likely to give him relief — exprefling herfelf
grateful for the hints I fuggefted ; and, after
converfing a fhort time, upon indifferent fub-
jeés, and drinking a glafs of brandy and wa-
' ter, I had the good fortune to be accommo-
.dated with one of the beft beds in the houfe
which had, probably, been referved in cafe
any particular friendy or any officer of: high
rank or intereft fhould apply in diftrefs.—
You, my friend, will give me credit for hav-
ing contributed all in my power to the relief
- of Mr, ————, before I left his houfe in the

morning.
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It is now reported that three forty-four
gun fhips, viz. the Ulyfles, the Experiment, -
-and the Charon, are to take in the troops, ’
which, during the_gale, were in fuch ex-
treme peril on board .the vaft and unwicldy
Commerce de Marfeilles, and to run out with
them, as fpeedily as poffible, to the Wefk
Indies,

Confiftent with this arrangement, vel-
fels came alongfide the Ulyﬁ'es carly on the
morning of the 26th inftant, for the purpofe
of removing the St. Domingo ftores ; andv
the hofpital packages, which were ftowed in
this thip, are now diftributed into two or threé
different veflels; which is an' improvement,
gained by the change, for fhould either of
thefe fhips chance to be loft, captured, or de=
layed, fill a proportion of the ftores may
fafely arrive in the others.  Further advans
tages may alfo derive from the diftribution;
as an affortment will be more conveniently
at hand for any cafe of emergency—fuch
2s immediate or unexpeted fervice, de-
tachments, or fupplying different iflands or
* colonies. | '

VOL. I. K



130

You will feel that, with refpe& to our-
felves, it were difficult to acknowledge fimilar
advantages from the feparation of our happy
and focial mefs, although we are, likewife,
- obliged to make a divifion of our ftores, and
mefs-apparatus, being now inftru@ed to make
‘the voyage in different fhips. This is matter
of high regret to us all, and the more fo, as
we lad been long enough together to become
well acquainted, and happy in each other’s
fociety, befides having jeintly provided our-
felves for the voyage. Bat it confifts with
the many uncertainties that furround us, and
" i quite within the limits of our expeita-
tion. |

‘We have received erders to repair, two
of us to the George and Bridget, and two
to the Lord Sheffield : Mafter and myfelf feel
ourfelves fortunate in being appointed to the
‘latter, for we had been on board the George
and Bridget, and had not acquired any ftrong
predile@ion in her favor. She wears the
appearance of a heavy, dull-failing veflel ;
and feems not to offer any thing fuperior in
her accommedations. The cabin -is deep,

\
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dark, and gloomy, and her general appearance
conveys nothing of neatnefs nor arrangement,
but all about her looks fombre, unclean, and
comfortlefs. The Lord Sheffield we have
not yet feen, but her captain tells us the is a
faft failing fhip, and fitted up in a fuperior
ftyle, with her cabin neat, light, and lively
as a “ drawing-room.” We do not give
implicit confidence to the report of one fo
ftrongly interefted in fpeaking her fair; but
the probabilities are ‘much in her favor, fhe
- being a Weft India trader, and, no doubt,
better fitted for paflengers, and better adapted,

in all refpe@s, for a tropical climate. The
" George and Bridget is a large Baltic timber
thip, and, of courfe, has not had the fame oc-
cafion either for conveying or accommodating
paflengers. '

Mafter and myfelf have alfo the prof--
pe& of a further advantage in the fociety of
our friendly infpe&or Mr. Weir, who intends
to take his birth on board the Lord Sheffield,

“Should we be fortunate enough thus to form

a trio, we fhall have far lefs caufe to feel
" our regretted feparation than our friends
K 2
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who are doomed to make the voyage in tlte
gloomy George and Bridget. '

We have met with many of the officers
at Portfmouth who were out, in the fleet,
-during the late deftru@ive gale. Their re-
ports are fad and affli@ing beyond all the
‘fuggeftions even of fearful anticipation. De-
du&ing in due allowance for the augmented
‘terrors of young and freth-water failors, ftill
‘the whole {cene, and its refult have been moft
-painfully difaftrous ; for, melancholy to re-
peat ! multitudes of fouls have perifhed ; and,
no lefs than fix or feven veflels have not been
~heard of fince the ftorm.

By our letters we find that many of our
friends had imagined us to be at fea, and,
confequently, they had read our deftiny in
fate’s darkeft page. We are happy in the
power of relieving them from their fears,
and rejoice that thofe with whom we were
-in the habit of more immediate correfpon-

-dence, have not been expofed to fimilar ap-
‘prehenfions, ’
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From a like error having obtained here,
we are hailed, by almoft all we meet, with
‘cordial greetings on our. fafe return. In our:
walk, through the ftreets of Gofport, wé
chanced to fee an old lady, with whom Dr.
Cleghorn had been an inmate, during his.at<
tendance at the Haflar hofpital, and.the Very
inftant the good old dame efpied us, fhe ran
to us, with out- ftretched arms, and welcoming
the doQtor, with warm embraces, fpake the
anxious fears with which her bofom had beat
towards him; while fhe exprefled herfelf
enraptured to meet him, again, fafe on fhore,
Never were friendfhip and regard more na-
turally, or more powerfully evinced. The
~ good old woman'’s eyes alternately overflowed
with tears, or fparkled with youthful fire:
‘and fhe told the anxious griefs, and vivid
terrors fhe had fuffered, with all the glowing
expreflion of a fond mother who had juft re-

covered her loft, and only fon,

" Upon fuch occafions the anxiety of im= -
mediate friends and relatives is an expeed.
tribute, and it operates as a cqnfolation and
fupport in the hour of peril. But the acute

X 3
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and impreffive concern of this kind-hearted
old womat furpafled all that is looked for on
the part of thofe, who only ftand in the re-
hton of diftant acquaintances.- It was, in
fo far, the¢ more grateful, and not only did
honor - to human nature, but ftood in proof
8f the high worth, and refpecability of our
éfiecmed comrade.
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"LETTER XIV.

* Perilous expedition of the author and others to the Mother-

bonk. They fave themfslves on board the Diana frigate.
Hofpitality and bumane attentions of the officers of that
Jbip.  Liseutenant Davy a valuable officer, and an accom-
_ plifbed man. Author and the companions of bis peril pafe
the night on board the Diana. Proceed to the Mother-

bank, and embark on board the Lord Sheffield. Firfi im-

preffion from the appearance of that fbip highly favorable.
Mother-bank, Dec. 3.

M, late letter to you, from Portfmouth,

had nearly been a laft addrefs. In my paf-

fage from thence to the Lord Sheffield, at the

Mother-bank, I was expofed to fuch immi-

nent peril as to have had fcarcely a hope of

efcape, The neceflary arrangements being
made for occupying our new births, I left
Portfmouth in a {mall four-oared beat, be-

longing to the Lord Sheflield, accompanied -

by Mr. Jaffray (the mafter of the fhip) and
Mr. M'Lean, of the_hofpital department;
when, on our way to the Mother-bank, we

- were fuddenly overtaken by a violent, and,

fituated as we were, moft perilous ﬁorm.
_ X 4
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The fky blackened ; the tearing winds roared;
and the tumid fea, gathering into frightful
mountains, rufthed before the wind in boif-
terous loudnefs, threatening us with inftant
deftru@ion. Tofled from wave to wave, and
dathed and rolled about, amidft the broken
mountains of water every moment feemed
likely to beour laft fot any one of the heavy
feas might have upfet our little bark, or have
_broken over us, and fent us at once, to the bot-
~ tom. Befet by multitudes of rugged and liquid
hills, 'ruptufihg on all quarters, and rolling
~and tumbling one over another towards her,
fo fmall a boat feemed to have no chance,
nor even a poffibility of maintaining herfelf
upon the rude and ever changing furface.
From the deep fwelling of the fea, together
‘with the conftant agitation and breaking of
'the waves, the failors could not take fufficient
- 'depth to pull fteadily with their oars; nor
‘could: the boat be made to obey the helm.
‘At oné mottient we were raifed, as it were,
on a pinnaéléd#at the next ingulphed in deep
“fhade ‘betweett two roaring furges, towering
‘high ‘above us, and feemmg to fay, * Ye
fhall never rife again.” Yet, quickly, were
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we caft upon a new formed fummit, and as
fuddenly dafhed again into the vale of fiill
more rugged billows, each contending in
hafty ftrife, which fhould be the meflenger
of our fate, '

Poor M<Lean, who had taken his feat
at the bow, in order to trim the boat, trem-
bled, and turned pale with’fear; the failors
grew tired and diffatisfied ; and the captain,
with a countenance firongly expreffive of
~ trouble afmd anxiety, begged of us not ta
fpeak, left we thould divert his attention from
the helm ; upon the management of which
“our only chance feemed to depend. Sitting
at his elbow, in dead filence, as he defired, [

carefully, watched his features as the barome. ~

ter of my hopes and fears, and you, will be-
lieve that I felt not much. at eafe, upon pob-
ferving him betray manifeft {fymptoms of
alarm. To move was even worfe than to
fpeak, and might be inftant deftru&ion to us
all, hence it only remained to us to fit in
folemn ftilinefs, and meet whatever fate thould -
pyertake us,
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" The captdin affures me that I behaved
uncommonly well, upon the occafion ; but ¥
fear all the merit due to me was merely ne-
gative, for I am not fure that my condudd
was not more the. effe@ of refignation, than
of fortitude. Seeing that no effort, no power
that I pofleffed, could, in any degree, aid our
fafety, I refigned myfelf, in implicit obe-
dience, to the captain’s better judgment ;
;md, without , expreﬂing,' indeed I -might
fay, without harbouring ufelefs fears, fat
€almly prepared for any refult that: might
occur, | B o

To reach the Lord Sheffield was abfo.
lutely impoffible ; for the wind and tide were
both in concert with the florm, to prevent
it: and to return to Portfmouth was, fcarcely,
lefs difficult, or lefs perilous, from the ing
. ability. of our little boat to refift the enor~
mous following waves, impelled by all the
force of the gale and the tide.

In this critical dilemma it was decided
" that we fhould bear away, and fteer for the
neareft (hip there was any. hope of our being
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able to fetch, and the captain, encouraging
the failors to continue at their oars, and bear
away to leeward, direGted the helm accord-
ingly. In this attempt we ftruggled on, often
wathed with the heavy fprays, which ftruck
againft the boat, and as frequéntly almoft up-
fet by the tearing gufts of wind, or driven
to the bottom by the difordered waves But
perfeverance, together  with great dexterity
and addrefs in the management of - the boat,
at length, fucceeded in bringing us alongfide
the Diana frigate, where we were kindly re-
ceived, and even cherithed as friends refcied
from the devouring deep.

Having witnefled the danger to which
we had been expofed, the officers, in the moft
liberal manner, welcomed us on board, and
Yefufing to hear a word of apology, infifted
upon our not attempting to put to fea again
until every appearance of the gale had fub-
fided. Indeed they gave orders that our
boat fhould be hoifted on board, and defired
- that we would think only of making ourfelves
camfortable for the night, In this they were
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imperative, nor will you imagjne that oug
ohedience was relu&ant,

The Diana was under the command of
Lieutenant Davy, in the abfence of Captain
Faulkener. This gentleman gave dire&ions
for our receiving every accommodation the
fhip could afford, and tendered his fervices '
in a manner that made it grateful to accept
. the kindnefs beftowed, Every individual
feemed to emulate the commanding officer
“in his- friendly attention fowards our party,
infomuch that we had caufe to rejo,igc_e'in the
peril that had caft us on hoard, '

As foon as we were made dry, and
enabled to feel a little like ourfelves, we were
invited to the dinner table of the mefs. The
board was fpread with plenty, and we pér‘-
took with Mr. Davy, and the whole party

of officers, who all vied with each other in
kind hofpitality towards the relcued firangers.
.Good humour prevailed ; the converfation
- was agreeable; and the bottle pafled freely
unti] evening, when a Party was formed to

R

1
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" & tubber at whift, and, at night, we viere
conducted to fome of the beft births of the
thip.

~ It happened that captain Jaffray recog-

_ nifed an old acquaintance, in the perfon of

- the furgeon, and M‘Lean proved to bé¢ known

to one of the young gentlemen of the cock-

‘pit, fo that we were not fuch entire ftrangers
as we had expeQed.

We weére pleafed to hear every perfon,
with whom we converfed, fpeak of lieute-
nant Davy in the higheft terms of praife.
He was entitled to our beft withes, and we
owed him much refpe&t and gratitude, we
were, therefore, exceedingly happy to learn
that he had equally the efteem of his captain,

+his mefs-mates, and the failors. As an officer -
he is refpe@ed by all, and he is equally va-
lued, and beloved as a man. Combining a
pleafant fuavity of manners, and mildnefs of
command, with a corre&, and firm difcipline,
he proves himfelf to be at once a failor, and

a gentleman. AQ&ive and fpirited as an -of-

. ficer, he.is an example to thofe about Mim,

9
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~ and the regularity ‘and order which obtaini
throughout the fhip, and govern all its du-
ties, evince the promptitude with which fuch

an example is followed. The failors both
love and refpe& kim, and they obey him
_ from inclination, while they fear to offend
hm. s a companion, he is amiable and
engaging, His addrefs is eafy ; his manners
are accomplifhed ; and, independent of his
great kindnefs to. us, in the hour of peril,
his general condué, and the handfome report
of his mefi'rnatcs, could not but call forth our
efteerh. -

We pafled the night in‘reft and comfort.
In the morning the weather was fettled and
fine, therefore, after taking breakfaft with the
Diana’s pleafant mefs, our boat was lowered
down, and we made the beft of our way to
the Lord Sheffield, relu@antly quitting the
hofpitable party, with whom misfortune had
brought us acquainted. :

_ Without further interruption we reached
the Mother-bank, apd I have now the pleafure
toaddrefsyou,infafety,fromthe Lord Sheffield,
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a very fine Weft India thip, and as fuperior
to the gloomy George and Bridget, even as
her captain had reprefented. She is thoroughly
clean, has a general air of neatnefs, and, if we
may judge from her ‘appearance, feems likely
to verify the commander’s report of her fail-
ing. She is conveniently fitted out for paf-
fengers, and is, exprefsly, calcilated for the
Weft Indies, having awnings, fcuttles, port- -
holes and all the neceffary accommodations
for the climate. The cabin is commodious,
and is fitted up with mahogany wainfcot, pier
glafles, chairs, fofa, &c. due regard being paid
to tafte and ornament. , )

We have feveral guns on board, and wear
the appearance of being well armed, but the
fhip is not fufficiently manned todefend herfelf -
againft a regular attack, and this is what we
have moft to lament in our change from the
Ulyfles, for, perhaps, in moft other refpe@s-
our fituation is improved. In point of con-
~venience and accommodation the Lord Shef-
field is far preferable to our late favorite—
the cabin being a neat and diftin& fitiing
room, and the fleeping births, feparate ftate
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fooms entirely thut away from it, and enclofed
as private apartments. Here we fhall require

‘flo canvafs partition to keep us from the noify
¢rowd of another mefs, but may feel ourfelves
. asretired and unintcrruptéd as we could be in
a private room on fhore
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LETTER XV.

Excurfion to the Commerce de Marfeilles at St. Helen's,
Appearance of that fhip as viewed from a fmall boat at
her fide.  Author vifits his comrades on board the George
and Bridget : goes to the play at Portfmouth. Tumul-
tuous proceedings at the Theatre. Author returns to the
Lord Skeffield.  Dr. Cleghorn joins the mefs on board that
Ship.  Symptoms of failing. Linen taken wet from the
wafb-1ub.

Lord Sheffield, Dec. 8.

Acarx I have been unfettled, and moving

about from place to place, making my home

fometimes on board, fometimes on fhore,” Up."*
on examining my baggage, foon after I joined
the Lord Sheffield, I perceived that one of my
boxes was mifling ; and it has coft me a long,
and very fickly round, to recover it, in con-
fequence of our old fhip, the Ulyfles, having
changed her birth, and dropped down to St.

Helen’s to take in troops from the Commerce

de Marfeilles. In following her we were

brought into an open and heavy-fwelling fea, -
the motion of which made me very unwell,
and led me to contemplate the probable fuf-

YOL. I. .. L
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ferings I fhall have to fupport upon the long
voyage we are about to undertake, ‘

Capt. Jaffray never having been on
board a fhip of fuch immenfe bulk, availed
” himfelf of my neceffities, and took the com=
-mand of the boat, upon this excurfion, in or-
der to view the vaft Commerce de Marfeilles,
I with it were practicable to convey to you, in
words, the fenfe of grandeur with which the
mind is infpired on firft approaching fuch an
enormous floating battery ; or to paint to
"you the fenfations excited by rowing, in a
fmall boat, clofe under her ftern, and her fides ;
‘but it were quite impoffible for the pen to de-
feribe how diminutive we felt, and how im-
menfe and wonderful fhe appeared.—To
exprefs it by the image of the knat and the
camel, it were neceflary to fuppofe the former
the minuteft of its race, and the latter hugely
overgrown. Looking up from our little {kiff
the fight was truly awful—the figure of the
fhip was forgotten—the hull appéared a moun- -
tain, the mafts lofty obelifks erected upon
it; and the tremendous batteries, proje&ing
from her fides, conveyed the idea of a ftu-
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pendous rock hanging over us, fortified with,
many tiers of cannon,

We alfo availed ourfelves of this ex-
turfion to make a vifit to our friends on board
the Geotge and Bridget, which fhip appears
ftill more fombre and uncomfortable, after wit-
nefling the neatnefs of the Lord Sheffield.

Having to pafs another ni\ght of two at
Portfmouth, and finding that a company of
players had arrived, we took the opportunity
of vifiting the theatre. The performance, as
might be expetted, was rés mediocre, yet
it might have pafled off tolerably well, and
with fufficient amufement for the evering,
but for an unhappy interruption, which arofe
' from fome of the aCtors oppofing the will of
the audience, refpe®ing a fong, and intro-
" duced a fcene of tumalt and diforder, very
like what I before mentioned to you from

Southampton.

The performers at the country theatres. '
do not feem to feel, like thofe of the London.
boards, how much they are the fervants of the
" L3 g
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public. In town, it may be remarked that
the houfe, on all occafions, is perfe@tly
- obedient to the audience. This is difcreet
on the part of the managers and the a&ors,
and entitles them to fome merit, for it is often
a matter of aftonithment and admiration how
they can govern themfelves, fo implicitly as
they do, and maintain enough of forbearance
to bend fubmiffive to the will of the public.

The loyal fong of ¢ God fave the King ”
being called for, fome of the performers ad-
vanced to the front of the ftage, and, bowing
to the audience, obtained a general filence,-
from the idea that they came forward to fing
it : but, to the furprize of the multitude, they
began the air of “Rule Britannia,” which,
however grateful to the ears of Englithmen,
was not the fong demanded ; therefore from
a fenfe: of indignity, at the aQors afluming
the quality of diftators, they ftrenuoufly op-
pofed it, and a violent clamor enfued. * Rule
Britannia” was, however, continued, notwith-
ftanding the loud oppofition, and the general
cry for “ God fave the King;” and after
having gone through this, amidft all the con-
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fufion of groans, hiffes, and every noife of
difapprobation, one of the a&ors advanced
a ftep before the others, and infolently brand-
ithing his arms, began the fong that had
been called for, which was then fung without
fpirit, and with the moft carelefs inciffer
ence. Tell me if a London audience would
have fubmitted to fuch an infult; or if a
metropolitan performer would have been
hardy or imprudent enough to have hazarded
{uch mifconduct ?—No! methinks I hear you
reply : he would have been driven from the
ftage, and would never have dared—never
have prefumed, to return, until repentance
and humility had led him foreh, in due fub-
!mﬂion, to offer his apologies.

We returned, yeﬁerday, to the Lord
Sheffield, and you will be glad to know that .
we were accompanied by our friend Cleghorn,
who, in confequence of a new arrangement;
'is permitted to join our mefs, fo that we have
again the profpe@ of crofling the Atlantic
pleafantly en quartette.  Dr. Henderfonis lefs
fortunate, for, while we are, agreeably, af-
{ociated to our former number of profeffional

L3
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colleagues, he is left to make the paflage alone,
or, perhaps, crowded with ftrangers in the
gloomy George and Bridget: nor do. cir-
cumftances now feem to afford any probability
‘of a further change, for both the appearance
of the weather, and the report of the hour,
feem to imply that we have, at length, made
our final vifit on fhore,

"To-day a fignal has been given for
the feet to unmoor ; and, in confequence of
this, the Lord Sheffield has droppcd down
from the Mother-bank te the Eaftern part
of Spithead.—We have taken the precaution
of bringing our linen on board, wet from the
. wath-tub, left wethould be compelled to leavg
it behind, for fhould the wind continue at the
point from which it now blows, we may bg
to-morrow on our paflage, )
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LETTER XVI,

Convoy foils on the gth of December. Autbor promifes to -
make notes on the paffage for bis friend, if the fes will ket
bim.  Splendid appearance of the convoy. It meets with

* tempefluous weather.  Defeription of a florm at fea. Ele-
wents boflile 1o the expedition.  Gale repeated. Lerd

Sheffield left alone upon the ocean—Prevented from giving
relief to a finking foip. A melancholy and affiilting feene
enfues, .
Lord Shefficld, at fea, Dec. 31.
Ar length we are at fea! the convoy failed
from Spithead and St. Helens, the day after
I fent you my laft letter, and I now lift my
pen to you upon the bofom of the wide
Atlantic. From the time of the ever mee-
~ morable attempt of the fleet to proceed upon -
‘the voyage, in the month of November, the
adverfe winds, which ‘had driven it back,
in fo fhattered and difaftrous a condition,
detained it, in harbour, until the gth inftant,
when it again put to fea under a._ferene
fky, and propitious breezes; but, notwith-
- ftanding thefe favorable appearances, we
have, fince, had a moft harafling and perila
ous fucceflion of ftorms; one having, fcarcely,

L4,
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fubfided before it has been followed by an-
other, and I have now fo entirely loft my
confidence in the weather, that although
I am fitting in tolerable quietnefs to write
to you, at this moment, I fcarcely dare hope
to finith my letter before 1 am again tofled
from my feat, by a renewal of the gale—

feeling that the prefent may be only one of
~ thofe thort refpites, which, like the delufive
intervals of convulfion, only prepare the body
- for a more violent ftruggle.

" It is now the laft day of the old year, and,
whichfoever way I look, my eye furveys
only an unbounded ocean. When we may
again fee land, it were-difficult to conjecture,
but my pen fhall prepare for you fome notes
of our proceedings, occafionally, when the

" fea will permit me to guide it; and I will

fend them by any veflel we may chance to

mcet on the paffage, or by the earlieft packet,
- after we reach the Weft Indies.

On the firft morning of our being at
fea, the weather was clear'and mild, and the
whole fleet, confifting of nearly three hun-
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dred veflels, of various magnitude and but-
. den, was affembled in compa& form, occu-~
pying a certain circle of the ocean’s furface,
and gliding {moothly on the paffage. It -
formed one of the grandeft fpe@acles ever
beheld. Never fhall I forget climbing up
the throwds, as high as the main top, to en-
joy it in all its perfe@ion. The fun fhone;
the fea was fmooth and undifturbed ; the air
ferene. All fails were fet, and the veflels
being near to each other, the white canvafs
feemed fpread, in crowded continuation,
. throughout the whole. extent of the fleet,
Looking down upon the multitude of fhips,
it created the idea of a whole nation moving
upon the waters. It was a proud emblem of
Britain’s glory. We appeared to command
the whole empire of the main; and the
profpe@, being calculated to excite flatter-
ing hopes of viGory and fuccefs, could nat
fail to be viewed, by every true Briton, with
delight. But alas! how delufive were thefe
aufpicious dawnings! We had advanced but
little on our paflage, before a. dire reverfe
fucceeded. The fun was now obfcured; a
thick fog overfpread the ocean; and the
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whole fleet was fhut from our fight. Dark
clouds gathered around; the heavens fcowled -
+ in terrific blacknefs ; the fhadowed fea fwelled
with pregnant throes; and the fhips heaved \
in fickening motion. At length the heavy
clouds burft into a roaring ftorm; the waters
broke into huge and tremendous mountains;
and the fhips rolled and pitched, in dreadful
agitition, upon the ruptured furface. All’
feemed a mighty confli® The boifterous
gale tore, in hideous found; the fleeting
clouds hurried before the wind; the rugged =
ocean, in violent diforder, hurled mountain
over mountain, and iffued forth loud-roaring
threats of deftru&ion. The fhips, firuggling
againft the wild and furious waves, were, at
one moment, toffed on a pinnacle to the hea-
vens, and, the next, plunged into a gloomy -
deep, furrounded by dark and difordered
mountains ; whence there feemed no poffible
efcape. Inan inftant they were again amidft
the clouds, and again as fuddenly funk in the
dark valley of liquid hills: thus, alternately,
threatening us with the danger of being hurled -
. from a fummit, or fwallowed up in a fright-
ful gulf of “the. unfathomable ocean. Nor
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had we, barely, to encounter the commen
“dangers of the fea, but, from being amidft a
crowded fleet, were, every inftant, liable to
the additional peril of running aboard fome
* neighbouring fhip, and being dafhed in pieces,
or driven, at once, tothe bottom; and to
this we were equally expofed by the dark-
nefs of the night, and by a heavy fog. The
terror of thefe critical moments is neceﬂ'anly
augmented by the lively apprehenfions of
thofe who are but little accuftomed to the
fea: nor is this wonderful, for, where every
maotion, and every found is calculated to ex-
cite alarm, he muft be more ‘than a philo-
fopher, he muft be a failor, who can regard
even the lefs imminent perlls with uncon-
cern, '

During a ftorm, the deep rollings of the
fhip, her deeper lurches, the thundering con-
cuffion of heavy feas againft her fides, the -
hollow dreary found of the wind howling in
her fails and rigging, the hurry and clamor
_ of the fhip’s company, the clattering of -
broken plates, difhes, and bafons, and ‘the dif- °
mal creakings of the mafts, bulkheads, and -
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other parts of the veflel, all confpire to
create tumult and confufion, and to keep
alive the moft trembling apprchenfions. At
one moment the fhip is upfet, the next you
feel her ftrike upon a rock: fuddenly fhe is
fhattered to atoms ; or, foundering, finks to
the bottom ; and, while you are abforbed in
thefe fenfations, a fea, or heavy fpray breaks
over the deck, a threatening wave beats in
- the quarter gallery, or a rolling mountain
dafhes the ftern windows into the cabin.
.The water now pouring upon you, from
every opening, your fears are cenfirmed by
the confufion of the moment, and you feel
that the veflel is pofitively finking. It has
been my lot to experience, precifely, thefe
fenfations. At one time I have hurried upon
deck, in the intention of throwing myfelf
into the fea, there to cling to a part of the
wreck, in the hope of outliving the ftorm:
At another I have fat in filence,upon my birth,
with the water creeping up to my knees, and,
hopelefs of being faved, have refolved to fub-
mit to my fate, and feek the deep, without
ufelefs bewailings. Quickly, the accident
has been repaired, and, in the moment of
4
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defpair, I have been greeted with tidings of
fafety. ‘

Often, in the midft of threatening ap-
pearances, and manifold difquietudes, you are
vifited by the carpenter, with the ¢ dead-
lights,” who, fixing them in the ftern win-
dows, nails you up in darknefs, as in a coffin,
and with as much fang froid as men of his -
calling {crew up the bodies of thofe who are
aQtually dead: at the fame time replying,
with unfeeling indifference, to your anxi-
ous and fearful inquiries regarding the ne-
ceflity of that ftep being taken, that it is
““ only to keep the [pray from breaking the win-
dows I’ But I am fatiguing you with a de-
tail of what every one knows ; what all have -
read ; and moft, who have been at fea, have
felt: let me, therefore, revert, from ftorms in
general, to our prefent voyage, in which you
will find, perhaps, more of novelty.

What fhall I fay to you of our great
-armada—of our unfortunate, unhappy fleet !
Ere this can reach you, you will have had
many, alas! too many melancholy proofs of
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the difafters which have befallen it. Did
ever the feas—did the heavens ever fight fb
cruelly againft an expedition! were ever the
elements fo decidedly hoftile to the great
and flattering efforts of man !

. 'To convey any adequate ‘idea of our
fituation would require the beft energies of
your own all-animating pen; but, as thdt pen
is but the reprefentative of your imagination,
call this in aid of an humbler quill, and you
may have fome conception of the peril and the
. horrors to which we have, already, been expo-
fed, and which we may ftill have to encounter!
After the violence of the firft gale, moft
of our feattered flect, owing to the great ate
tention and exertions of Admiral Chriftian
and his officers, was again aflembled, and we
felicitated ourfelves in the hope of proceeding
to our place of deftination without further in-
-terruption : but the turbulent mountains of a
“difordered fea were, {carcely, reduced to a more
tranquil furface, before the ftorm was renewed
with additional violence. * Quickly we were
more feattered than before. Many of the
+ thips, unable to refift this fecond fhock, were,
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now, much injured, and obliged to put back"
into port. Some, we fuppole, again joined
the admiral, and others wholly loft the con-.
-wvoy. We were among the latter, but when
the weather cleared we fell in with a fmall
“divifion of the fleet, with which we failed in
company, for feveral days. Further repeti.
tions of the ftorm again feparated us, and we
were tofled about, feeing no more than three,
fometimes but two, and often oply a fingle .
thip, until, at length, we found ourfelves quite
alone upon the broad add mercilefs ocean.

Previous to our final {feparation we wit-
nefled a fcene of a moft melancholy and dif-
trefling nature. Knowing the exquifite fen-
fibility of your feelings, on fuch occafions, ¥

- ought to fpare them the fad relation, but that-.

it may exhibit to you one of the dangers of the
fea, in a point of view under whichryou..may '
not, perhaps,have contemplated it. Atthe moft
. furious and terrific moment of the ftorm, we
fuffered the cruel afflition of feeing a neigh-
bouring fhip in the utmoft danger of being
loft, without having the power of affording her
any relief.  She hoifted a flag, and fired guns
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of diftrefs ; but the gale was fo dreadful, and
the fea running fo frightfully high, that it
was, totally, impcflible to give her afliftance.
‘We ftood towards her, and kept her anxioufly
in view, in the hope of adminiftering aid,
fhould fhe be fupported upon the furface
until the weather became moderate. Unhap-
pily the ftorm continued increafing rather
" than diminifhing in violence. We looked
fearfully on the thip, expeing every inftant
-to fee her go to the bottom. She repeated
fignals of diftrefs, We heard them, and faw
them, but were unable to obey them. Itwas
a moft melancholy and awful crifis. We re-
garded her in anxious forebodings, examining
her, both with the eye and with the telefcope,
again and again. Her mafts were ftanding ;
her fails entire ; and the rigging, apparently;
perfe& ; but this, which to landfmen would
have feemed favourable, we difcovered to be
~ the very reverfe ; for, hence it was that our
beft failors formed the fatal conclufion that
‘her fituation was hopelefs, and that fhe muft
“have fprung a leak!

We watched the heavens, and the wa-
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“ters in painful folicitude, but faw no relaxas
tion of the ftorm. Ttemendous mountains
at one moment concealed the wretched fhip
from our view : at anothef we appeared to’
be enveloped, together, in the fame dark and
~difmal gulf. You will conceive our fenfa<
tions upon feeling that, in one inftant more,
this deep pit of the ocean might be the grave
of every foul on anrd. Signals, denoting’
the extreme of danger, were repeated: the’
fea rolled in terrific diforder: we bent our™
eyes in vain towards the veffel, deploring

her threatened fate, and our own inability to' '

prevent it! Night came on.  We loft her in -
darknefs, and

beheld her no more! .

Heaven grant that the may be in fafety !
But we all fear fhe cannot have withftood the |
violence of the gale, which continued until
" morning, and throughout the whole of the
following day, with unremitted fury. Ofr
anxiety was alfo much augmented, from hav-
ing feen mafts, fpars, and other pieces .of o
wreck, float by the fide of our thip, when the |
ftorm abated. ‘Until now I had regarded the'
failing in company with a fleet as a-kind of

VOL. 1. M |
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focial prote@ion; but henceforth I fhall feel.
no defire to move in crowded fociety on the
ocean. Being 'alenf, ‘we now fuffer the ritk of
falling into the hands of the enemy ; but, com-
pared to our late fuffering, even the vileft of
French prifons {ofes its horrors ; for, .to a man
of any fenfibility, what can be fo truly affli&-
ing as to fee a number of his fellow-crea-
tures- plunged .in the deepeft diftrefs, and
to feel himfelf withheld from tendering them
‘relief! Our folitary fituation muft prevent a
repetition of fuch a fcene: it alfo removes
the peril of our being injured or deftroyed,
by other fhips, of which we had ‘much dread,.
while we were amidft the fleet: for it is not
only during a ftorm that there is danger of
‘one fhip running foul of another: it is
equally, and perhaps, even, more likely to
happen when the wind abates,—more par~
ticularly if this occurs, fuddenly, for then
the fhip, not being fupported by the refift-
ance of the gale, gives way to the heavy feas,
and, from difobeying the helm, is liable to
be driven aboard other veflels.. Often, at this
" moment, as well as during the ftorm, the
thips appear to have no weight, or depth of
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purchafe in the wz;.tef, but they tofs and roll

about, at the mercy of “the waves, like empty
. barrels floating upon the furface.

At the period of feparating from the
fleet we knew not our place of deftination,
and hence it became expedient to open the

fealed inftructions: from which we difco~ -

vered that Carlifle Bay, in Barbadoes, was
fixed as the general rendezvous of the fleet.
Here, therefore, all our attra&ions lie, and to
this port we are endeavouring to fteer ; but
adverfe winds, and unprofperous gales per-
petually oppofe our progrefs. It is now more
than three weeks from the date of our de=
parture, and we are yet beating about much
nearer to you than you imagine, ‘having, hi-
'therto, advanced, on our paflage, only twelve

degrees “of longitude, and three. of latitude.:

But in whatever latitude or longitude-—amidft

whatever florms or dangers, I am always

Yours.

e
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LETTER XVIL

The mew year mild and of good promife. Eolus and Nep-
 tune envaged againfl the youthful deputy of time. Storms
and gales repeated.  Delight of affaciating with congenial
Jriends. A good fbip fearcely perifbable at opem fea.
. Accidents and difaflers of the Lord Sheffild. - Contraft
between landfmen and feamen during a florm. Apathy of
Sailors regarding the wweatber. Their peculiar degrees of
comparifon. Cool replies of amold fleward. Odd tumbles,
ard poflures of the paffengers amufing to the failors.
Dinner Joene during a gale. Superflition and prejudices
of failors. Whifiling on board fhip. Mother Cary's
chickenn. Blowing for a wind. Marks of the Lord.
Sheffield baving paffed the Azores.

At fea, Jan. 24.

ON concludmg my former letter, I had
“pleafed myfelf with the expe@ation of not com-
municating another fentence of woe : indeed
I had hoped not to refume my pen upon the
face of the reftlefs Atlantic; and that, long
ere this, I might have addrefled you from the
ifland of Barbadoes ; but, unhappily, nearly
four more tedious weeks have been confumed,
in ftruggling againft the united violence of

mercilefs winds,and a relentlefs ocean. New-
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Jyear,attended by gentle and fair-robéﬂ zephyrs,

prefented hinfelf in fmiles. His countenance

- was benign—his every look befpake mildnefs .
and tranquillity. 'We did funeral honors to

his tempeftuous father, without the affeQa-
tion of grief; and greeted each other -on
efcaping from his turbulent government, to
a milder reign. We now failed pleafantly.
on our paffage. The brecze was fair—the
fea fmooth and tranquil—the fun fhone with
genial warmth—the thip advanced in fteady
motion ; and our cares were diffipated in the

hope that all cur difafters were buried in the

- grave of boifterous O/d—jear. . But, alas! our
cup was not yet full—the period of proba-
tion was not thus to end. Zolus and ftern

Neptune, enraged at the mildnefs of the new-

deputy of hoary time, poured forth all their
ire; and, tearing away the delufive veil, openly,

expofed our error, proclaiming, in loud ty-

ranny, that the young fteward of the winged
hours was not the milder fon, but the very
twin-brother of the late tempeftuous agent.

Our flattering profpe& 'had not the duration

- of aday! Ete morning daw'ned, dark clouds
obfcured ' the fun; the tumid ocean heaved

M3
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in threatening anguifh, and, a thick ftorm
gathering at the horizon, the winds and waves-
ruthed into confli&, and, in all the dreadful
wrath of tempeft, pronounced themfelves the
meflengers of angry Gods !

From this moment gale has fucceeded to
gale, and ftorm to ftorm, defeating all our
happieft calculations ; even the beft eftablifhed
prognoftics have deceived us, clouds fepa-

rating, a change, of wind, heavy rain, and the
 like, are no longer any indication of an abating
florm. At one time, under the cleareft azure
iky, and the brighteft, faireft fun, the dry-

. wind tears in keeneft violence, as if ruthing,

‘from the parched heavens, to devour all the -

-fluids of the ocean: at another, loaded with
" moifture, it burfts into fudden gufts and
fqualls, heaving the fhip, as it were, out of
the fea, and leaving her fufpended in air ; and,
as. if the fates had refolved to torment us,
- whenever the wind, and the heavy waves °
have a little fubfided, and we have looked
for fteady failing on our paflage, a ‘breeze
has {prung up, from the moft unfavorable
point of the heavens, which, though mode-

4
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rate, for a moment, has quickly increafed,
again, to a ftorm. Seven long weeks, now,
have paffed, and with difficulty can it be faid
that we have had an interval of one diurnal
round, free from the perils of raging winds,
or of the huge and fhattered mountains there-,
by engendered ! ' )

Did I not feel that T am fteering from my
friends, the cruel perplexities of this torment-
ing voyage would lead me intoa vow—perhaps
- fomewhat rafh—never again to intruft my

~ body to fo fickle and mercilefs a guardian as
the fea. But notall her frowns or threats—not
all the perils of which the is miftrefs, nor
any thing fhort of death, can deter me from
again hazarding my perfon, in order to return
“amidft thofe I love. Novelty has many charms,”
It is pleafing to regard fociety under all its
- forms, and to contemplate the human fpecies
‘in every country and every clime ; but even
in this, the great enjoyment centers in the
endearing hope of returning, fome day, to be
ftationary amongft our friends; for to aflociate
with thofe of fimilar minds, whofe difpofitions
- ——whofe interefts and purfuits are congenial
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with our own, is the greateft gift of fociety
~—the higheft boon of civilized life : beyond -
this, the world has nothing to offer.’

y You, who know me, are well aware that
. my mind delights not to dwell onthe dark
* furface of events. The feverity of the trial
is perhaps at an end. Undaunted, I yet look
forward to the happy termination of our paf-
fage ; and, even, in our prefent fuffering, {ce
much of eventual good, for it will arm me
againft a multitude of future alarms ; already,
indeed, am I become fo courageous a failor
as to regard the recurring gales with -pa-
tient firmnefs ; and to look with tranquil eye
at the immenfe mountains which ftrike the
fhip, or the dafhing waves which .out-top her
mafts: indeed I can almoft fancy thata good
fhip is imperifhable at open fea; and could
you know what ours has borne, you would
be inclined to countenance the opinion. She
has amply proved herfelf to be what the
failors term a good fea boat ; and, from what [ -
~ have faid of our paflage, you will feel the force,
" of the technical expreflion that fbe can live

in all weqthers. Thc:. fhocks and beatings {he, -
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has. withftood, are almoft incredible. Often
have I felt aftonithed that the huge feas and
raking winds have not ‘torn every plank
afunder, and fhivered her to atoms. Her top-
mafts, yards, and different parts of the rigging
. have been carried away—her fails fplit—the
-quarter boards ftove in: ‘things have been
wathed overboard from the deck—feas have
broken over her—{prays dafhed in the cabin
windows—and various other accidents and
difafters have befallen her: yet all have beea
, XCP;,.II'Cd, and fhe ftill rides triumphant !

- Often our party mecet with drooping
~ countenances, and fit down in gloomy filence, ..
not recovering their fpirits throughout the
day! At other times they grow reftlefs and -
irritable, and cannot remain a quarter of an
hour in the fame place. “During the {everity .
of the ftorm I have often remarked how differ-
ently the fcene has affe@ed the minds of thofe
accuftomed, and thofe who are unaccuftomed ‘

‘to the fea. 'The failor, patiently obferves the
gale, lowers the yards and topmafts; furls
or reefs his fails, makes all fuug, and thanks

‘the tempeft for a holiday ;—heedlefs of the
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perils which-furround him; he extends him-
" felf in his hammock, or reclines his head on a
plank or a locker, and, courting the tranquil
embraces of Morpheus, regards the howlings
of the florm as his peaceful hullaby. The
Jandfman, on the contrary, is reftlefs. and
impatient—Iliftens in terror to the wind—and

.. thrinks in agitation at every found : the dan-

gers that are, he magnifies, and his mind- is
tortured in the creation of others, which do
not exift.  Each moment, to him, breeds
‘ new alarm. He afks a thoufand queftions,
ditated by athoufand fears. He goes upon
deck—looks round with affrighted eyes—his
_feer are unable to fupport his trembling body
—he clings to the companion door-way, and,
thence, ventures to fteal a look at the ocean and
its waves. His head grows giddy—naufea
feizes him, and he again defcends to the cabin
in extreme anxiety. He fixes himfelf in the
leeward corner —places his elbows on hisknees
—his head on his hands, and, concealing his
eyes, bewails his wretched fate ! Suddenly he
again feeks the deck—multiplies all the perils
of the moment—{orms the captain and failors
with new queftions, all expreflive of his
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terror—faltens again to the companion door-
way—gazes at the mafts and fails—obferves
the yards dip into the ocean—feels the yield-
ings of the fhip—imagines, fhe is_ upfet—
fancies the mafts are falling overboard, "and,
in each rolling wave, beholds a devouring fea.
Deftru@ion occupies his mind! He returns
below—impatiently feats himfelf—feeks relief
in a book—is unableto read—throwsaway the
volume—again takes it up, and again throws
it down: naufea returns, and he is fcized with. .
dizzinefs and rcaching. His bodily feelings,
now, augment the anguifh and difquietude of
his mind, and, at length, as a remedy for both, .
" he proftrates himfelf in his birth ; but is ftill
wretched and comfortlefs—all reft is denied

him—ficknefs .and anxiety remain—and he

lies rolling, in fear and anguifh, to wear out

the fury of the ftorm!

Strong as this contraft may appear, I have
often feen it, fully, exemplified. The paf-
fengers in the Lord Sheffield, being of the hof:
pital ftaff, are moftly freth-water failors, and
a large majority of them can bear ample tefti- -
mony to thefe remarks. It has happened

1
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that I have, before, had occafion to make triany
~ woyages by fea,but my ftomach aflures me that
Ecan never become a failer: yet, from this long
trialy in bad weather, I find that am growing
courageous, for I now can witnels the fecming
apathy-of older failors without furprize ; and
can even liften to the returning gale, rather
with regret for the delay it occafions, than’
with any apprehenfion, rcgarding the dangers
to which we are expofed. When, from the
tofling of the fhip, we arc unable to walk, or
even to remain upon our legs, we feck a quiet
corner of the cabin—feat ourfelves—take up a
" book—and, in patient reading, hope for better
weather. Qeccafionally we venture, in giddy
‘and ftumbling ftep, as high as the companion
door-way, and, looking round, amidft all the
rage of the ftorm, prophefy gentle breezes and
fmooth feas.. In thefe- vifits' we often feel
‘wonder and amazement at obferving the -car-
penter and his mates working, quietly, in the
tops; and the failors hanging about the
yards and rigging, in feeming unconcern—
toffed by each rolling fea from fide to fide, far
beyond the limits of the fhip, and, not un-
frequently, while feated at the end of the yard
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of the ocean?! The. indifference of fea-faring
men to the dangers around them is exem-
plified in every part of their condud, and,
even, in their common expreﬁidﬁs. Often ~
when we have felt the moft vivid appre-
henfions from the fiercenefs of the ftorm, and
the huge roughnefs of the ocean, and have;
tremblingly, fought relief, by an appeal to the
captain or mate, we have met only a look of
unconcern, or, at moft, the laconic reply “ # -
blows fre/b.” From their quaint and tech-
"nical terms it 'is difficult for amy one, unac-
" cuftomed 1o the fea, to know precifely what
they mean to convey. Their degrees of com-
parifon are peculiar to themfelves, and, at firft,
not ealy to be comprehended: taking the term. ~ -
freth as the pofitive, they fay it blows fre/h—it
blows frong—it blows bard : and again, to de-
note the fevereft poflible gale, they affume hard
- asthe pofitive—add aa oath to form the com-
~ parative, and augment that.oath to conftitute:
the fuperlative : thus, it blows bard ; it blows
4 bard ; it blows d bard by ——,
Previous to this extremity we are commonly
furnithed with an omen, by the captain com-

RY
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ing down, below, to change his long coat
for a fhort round jacket, and from this we al-
ways prognofticate unfavorably, it being a-
precautioxi which denotes bufy, and perhaps,
_ perilous employment. -

Our fteward is a very old failor, tough -
as the ropes of the fhip, and callous to every
alarm ; and, being the perfon more immedi-
, ately about us, it moft frequently falls to his
- lot to be teazed with queftions regarding
the weather, thé¢ wind, and the fea ; and the
fteady apathy of his feelings, together with his
exceflive fang froid and unconcern, have been
often fubje@s of remark—fometimes, indeed,
of vexation to us; for his utter infenfibility to
the circumftances, which called forth our cares
and alarms, have, occafionally, provoked us.
During one of our perilous ftorms,’ the wind
having fhifted to a point fomewhat lefs un-
favorable, although ftill blowing a terrific
gale, the ufual queftion was afked—Well,
feward! how is the weather? “Squally, fqually,
o« ‘gmtlm-zen— the wind’s coming about—be

. fine weather foon.”  According to the feel-
fngs of this old weather-beaten tar, the fevereft
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tempefts that we had fuffered, had been only
{qualls, for, in the midft of the moft fremen-
dous gales, his reply had always been “S¢gxally,
a little fgually, gentlemen.”—* Are we making
any way, fteward ’  “ Oh yes, fine wind, quite

ﬁ'ee,:goiﬂg large, make fix or feven knots.”” “But
furely we have too much of this good wind,
fteward 2 * Qb no, fine wind as can blow, gen-
tlesmen—but a little fqually—rather fgually.” ’

The fhip’s company often reap much
amufement fromthelittleaccidents—the ridicu-
lous tumbles—and the ftrange poftures which
the paffengers are thrown into by the unfteady
motion of the veffel: indeed we now feel fo
litle alarm during a gale, that we fometimes
difregard its perils, and join in their {miles
and jokes at the ludicrous occurremces which
happen among ourfelves. Hogarth might
have feafted upon them. In the confufion of
motions, caufed by the heavy feas, if we at-
tempt to walk, we fetch way, and are toffed
to the fartheft fide-of the cabin, in all the odd
and uncommon figures that can be imagined:
and, often, before we can regain our legs,
the fhip yields to another wave, and we are
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tu-mbied, in the moft ludicrous manner, to the
oppofite fide, kicking, ftruggling, or crawling,
amidft a confufion of moving chairs, ftools,
boxes, and other furniture.

Our dinner ceremony is often rendered
a humorous fcenc: at this hour the cabin
 being the general rendezvous of the party,
we meet—crawl, trembling, towards the table
—and tie ourfelves in the chairs. A tray is’
. fet before us, with deep holes cut in it for the
 difhes, plates, and glaffes ; the table and chairs
are lathed to the deck; yet Qne or other fre-
‘quently gives way and upfets half the things
in the cabin! Prefently enters the fteward with
foup, followed by his little flave with potatoes ;
and the fervants with fuch other covers as there
may chance tobe. But fcarcely are the things
upon table, and the fervants ftationed, cling-
ing to the backs of our chairs, before a fudden
lurch of the.fhip tumbles all into diforder.
Away go ﬁewara, fervants, and little Mungo,
to the lee-cqrner.t‘Jf the cabin : the foup falutes"
the lap of one of us; another receives a leg
of pork; a third is prelented with a piece of
- mutton or beef; a couple of chickens or ducks
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fly to another ; the pudding j jumps’ neaﬂy into
the mouth of the next ; and the potatoes are
tofled in all dire@ions, about the deck of the
cabin. One faves his plate ; another ftops his
knife and fork ; fome cling to the table, think-
ing only of faving their perfons ; one fecures
the bottle ; another, half fallen, holds up his
- glafs in one hand, and fixes himfelf faft to his
chair with the other. Chaos is renewed!
every thing isin motion—every thing in dif-
order and confufion. At the next roll of the
fhip the fervants, ftaring with amazement,
again fetch way, and, with extended arms,.
are toffed to the oppofite fide of the cabin,
where they cling faft, and remain fixed as fta~-
tues, afraid again to move: and, although we
are lathed in the chairs, ourfelves, it is with:
difficulty we can maintain our feats. Plates,
dithes, knives, forks, and glaffes clatter
together in all the difcord of the moment ;
the fteward and. his boy, crawling upon
their hands and knees after the dancing pota-
toes, the flying fowls, or walking joints, are
rolled over and over at our feet ; and all is dif=
order and confufion. The fhip now becomes ‘
fteady for a moment; the feattered parts of h
YOL. I. N ’
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' the dinner are colle@ed ; and thofe who have
efcapéd ficknefs, again attempt to eat. Some,
forefeeing all thefe accidents, fix themfelves
in a corner upon the cabin-deck, and take the
plate between their knees, fancying themfelves
ia fecurity: but, quickly, they are tumbled, in.
ridiculous poftures, to the other fide of the
cabin, fprawling, with outftretched limbs, like
frightened crabs. Some, having no calls of
appetite, join not in the feaft, but lie fwing-
ing up and down in their cots or hammocks ;
otbers remain rolling from fxde to fide in their
births. Some cry out with fore bruifes ; fome
from being wetted with the fprays: one
ealls for help; another relicves his ftomach
from ficknefs ; while others, lamenting only
theit dinner, loudly bewail the foup, the
meat, and the pudding. Some abufe the
helm{man ; others the fhip; and others the
" fea; while all join in a chorus of impreca-

- tions upon the wind.

: /

It has been, commonly, obferved that
~ failors have many prejudices and fuperfti-
tions. They often predi& a gale, from cir-

. cnmﬁances wlnch8 feem to bear no kind. of .
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connexion in the chain of caufe and effe&.

The prejudice againft whiftling, on board °

thip, appears to be univerfal ; nor do I remem-
ber ever to have heard a failor whiftle in any

thip ; beyond the common whee-cw, whee-ew, -

when he wants a breeze ; and paflengers are

even called upon to pay a forfeit fhould they, -

however inadvertently, be heard to whittle.
The fuperftition refpeting the flight of a
bird, which they call mother Carey’s chicken,
is peculiarly ftrong. Thisis a black fmall

bird with long wings, which flies {wiftly and-

very near the water. It only appears, they fay,

in fltormy weather, and however temperate

when the chicken is feen, they always predi&,
from its prefence, an approaching gale. The
latter part of the obfervation we have but too
‘often feen verified, for the prefence of mother
Carey’s chicken, has, too frequently, been
fucceeded’by a violent ftorm: but in how far
the fa& of this bird appearing, only,in fuch
weather may be corre, we have had little op-
portunity of judging. -

With pleafure I feel myfelf able ta inform
. you that we have fome indications of having
N2.

~

~
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paffed. the Azores. The temperature of the
atmofphere is become very genial to our
feelings, and, amidft all our toffings and buf-
fetings, we feem to have brought all-infpir-
.ing May clofe upon the heels of frigid Chrift-
mas. A confiderable quantity of fea:weed
appears floating upon the water, and this, the
failors fay, is never feen to the north of the
- Weftern Ifles, it being fuppofed to proceed
from the gulf of Mexico, and not to be carried
beyond thefe iflands. We are fteering more
to the fouth than our dire& courfe; but
we are glad to make fouthing at the expence
of a little wefling, in the hope of beating out
of the latitude of the tormenting gales, which
have, almoft igceﬁ'antly,befet us, from the mo-
ment of our departure from England : but I
forget that I am tiring you with uninterefting
details, and that you may think my letter is
.growing as tedious as the voyage.

Adieu.
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LETTER XVIIIL

Lord Sheffield arrives at Barbadoes.  Setting in of the trade
wind. Striking change in the failing and working of the
Sbip.  Lord Sheffield falls in with No. 4. tranfport, with
a band of mufic on board—j[peaks a Spanifb ve(fel—alfo the
Britannia tranfport. Advantages of being on board a Weft

- India fbip. Author adspts a preparatory regimen to guard
bim againft the effecls of climate. Exclamation of one of

- the author’s comrades, on being firf} attacked with ¢ prickly
heat”>  Diffant land vifible to failors long before it is to
others. Firft appearance of Barbadses. Lord Sheffieldy
happily, prevented by the land breeze, from gaing into the
harbour at night.  Scenery on entering Carllﬂe Bay.

- _ Carliflé Bay, Feb. 13.
REJOICE with me and give thanks! After
all our perils and dangers we are, again, fafe
at anchor, with terra firma in view! How
" delightful an element—how cheering—how
animating is the folid earth! Even its groffer
part is now endeared to us, and we hail the
heavy foil in cordial fympathy, almoft re-

‘joicing that our very bodies belong to dull
clay ! During nine long weeks had we been
wandering, amidft a multitude of perils, upon
the fickle waters, without once obtaining even

N 3 :
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the moft diftant’ view of land: but of this
enough! Let me not recall, to your mind,
fcenes that we are endeavouring to forget.’
Throughout the laft fortnight the horrors of
boifterous old Ocean have been afluaged, and
for two or three days, after writing my laft
notes, we were nearly becalmed. The foam-
ing Atlantic became fmooth and tranquil as
the fith-pond of a pleafure ground; and, -
while refting in the moft genial temperature,
we had, only, to lament the total abfence of
that wind, which had long been fo frightfully
abundant. This placid interval was occupied
in making preparations for fair failing ; and
the captain flattered us with the hope of hav-
ing pafled the ftormy latitudes. The top-
gallant mafts were fet—the royals and fteer-
ing fails made ready—fithing lines were
thrown into the fltill fea—and an awning
prepared. for the quarter-deck ; all of which
were indications of fteady breezes, warm re-
gions, and pleafant failing. Senfible that you
will feel your fhare of complacency upon the
occafion, I muft not negle& to note the event
of a moft joyous day——a day which will be
held in gladnefs by our party, fo long as re~

\
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turning years fhall continue to place before
us the 25th of January. We were in lati-
tude 27° 49, the thermometer at 69°. The
morning was mild ; the fea ftill and fmooth,
as a lake: all nature feemed hufhed in filence,
and no wind could be felt. We rofe early,
and enjoyed a fteady walk on the, now, quiet
deck. The fun, protruding from the bofom
of a tranquil ocean, foftly ftole above the

~ horizon, and, fwelling into globular form, - -

mildly, affumed refulgent brightnefs, and
fpread his genial rays around. From excefs
of motion we had now lapfed into perfe
ret. We contemplated the change with ad-
miration and delight: yet withed enough of
wind to carry us on our voyage. The ti-
moneer left the helm ; and the thip remained
immoveable upon the water. Cafting our
eyes over the filver furface of the fea, to be- -,
hold the beauteous rifing of the fun, we of-
fered afpirations that fierce Eurus, in the pla-
cid humour of milder Zephyr, might follow .
in his train. Two ftrange veflels were ob-

ferved to be in fight—a brig and a fchooner.

The former was dire&ly in our wake, and
viewing this, amidft the univ,crfal ftillnefs

N 4
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thet ‘prevailed, we obferved, with furprife,
that the was moving, towards us, with full
fails. At this moment the fky darkened ; the
- thermometer fell to 64; a gentle rippling
fpread, lightly, over the flill furface of the
water ; and, almoft imperceptibly, brought
us---- - a favorable breeze! It was from
the north-eaft; and fo foft and fteady that
" fcarcely did we feel the veflel in motion, ere
we were advancing at the rate of five knots
an hour! What we had fo long and anxioufly
fought, was now arrived, and we moft cor~
dially hailed - - - - - - the trade wind! The
failors announced it in loud greetings: need
I fay that we partook.in their livelieft joy!
You will readily conceive, without expe@ing
me to defcribe, our feelings upon the occafion.
Never was a happier moment! "All fenfe of
.our long fufferings vanifhed, and we were in
perfedt raptures on this glad event. Indeed
we had much caufe to think ourfelves for-
~ tunate on being faluted by the favoring
.tradgs in their very earlieft latitude. This
was a moft grateful periad of our paflage,
and, together with the weather we have fince
experienced, has, in fome degree, compen,
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fated former evils. The temperature grew
cooler than it had been during the few days

of calm. The breeze frethened, and all hands"
were bufily occupied in preparing and fetting

all poffible fail, to obtain the full benefit of
this great and conftant trader’s friend. Quickly

new canvafs ftretched from every point of the

. mafts and yards, and the fhip, winged with

five additional fails, widely fpread her ex-

panded pinions to embrace the breeze. What

achange ! tranfported, at once, from the perils

of fevere tempeft, to the fineft, {mootheft

failing ! During feven tedious weeks we had

not known the wind from ‘the. point we

wifhed ; and we had been perpetually befet

with all the dangers of raging ftorm. Now,

the breeze was all we could defire ! Sicknefs,

and otheramneafy feelings were difperfed; we

exercifed, freely, upon the deck ; and failed on

our paffage, almoft without perceiving the "
veflel move! So rapid, indeed, was our prow

grefs, that the fhip feemed to feel no refift-

ance, but to fly, uninterrupted, through the

water ! '

The crowded fails now remained pight
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and day. No change: no new arrangement
— occafional bracing, only, was required !
We ftood before the wind, and in all the de-
Jight of fair weather, and fine failing, made
from 160 to 200 knots within the failor’s
day—from noon to noon. In fuch feas, and
with fuch a wind, the fhip’s company might
have flept; leaving the helmfman only, to
fteer the veflel’s courfe. The delay, the dif-
ficulties and dangers we had met with, ferved
but to augment the value of the ever-con-
flant trades, and to render them even more
enchanting than we had hoped. The fteadi-
nefs of this friendly breeze, and its certainty
of duration, likewife enhanced its charms.
So truly delightful did we find it, and fo
pleafant were the wide ocean, and the wea-
ther, that, had not former ficknefs, with the
torment of repeated gales, already confirmed
niy abhorrence of the fea, I know not but I
. might have been led into the belief that dif-
comfort and a failor’s life were not frictly
fynonimous ! ’

It were wrong to adulterate thefe happy
tidings—or to chequer this letter with any
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circumftance not perfe@ly in unifon with the
joy we felt on meeting our excellent friends
« =~ - the trades. 1, therefore, referve fome de-
tached occurrences of the voyage for my next
letter, in order'not to interrupt the harmony
~of this; which I wifh to conclude, as it be-
gan, with happily terminating the voyage.

In the courfe of our paffage, we fell in,
occafionally, with ftragglers of our unfortu-
nate Armada, and remained in company with
them, until we were again feparated by a
ftorm, a thick fog, or the night. A few days
before we reached Carlifle-bay, we were joined
by No. 4. tranfport, with troops, and a band
of mufic on board. This was a happy ren-
contre, and afforded us a moft plealing no-
velty. The day had been fine; the evening
was mild and clear; and gentle Cynthia, with
her filver beams, feemed to aid the general
ftillnefs that prevailed. Every thing confpired
in favor of the mufic, and the notes of the
various inftruments, coming to us acrofs the
water, were {o fweetly foft and melodious as
to convey the idea of celeftial harmony, We
liftened in raptures, and, fecling quite ene

.
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chanted with her delightful founds, we hoped
to continue in the fociety of our new com-
panion, during the remainder of the voyage :
but the night concealed us from each other,
and, when Aurora again opened the gates of
" the eaft, we perceived, with firong regret,
that we had, already, to lament our harmonic
affociate. ‘

- When any ftrange. veflel appeared in
fight, it, commonly, excited fome apprehen-
fion, from our being alone,and badly armed ;
but, fortunately, the wide ocean feemed to be
the path, only, of friends. In latitude 37 we
defcried a foreign fail, but we quickly difco~
vered that fhe was not' of warlike afpe@,
and, therefore, were defirous of fpeaking her,

‘in the hope of afcertaining our longitude.
On approaching her, for this purpofe, we
hoifted our enfign as a fignal ; to which fhe
replied by a white flag, with a red ftripe, im-

" plying that fhe belonged to Spain. We were

pleafed to find her an ally ; and, employing

a Portuguefe, whom we chanced to have on

board, to hail her, we difcovered that the was
from: the Havannah, boynd to Malaga; but



189

this was all the information we could obtain,
for, unluckily, our Portuguefe failor was not
able to render his queftions, concerning the
longitude, intelligible to the Spaniards.

On the morning of the day before we

. made the land, we fpake the Britannia tranf-
" port, and learned that, during the preceding
night, the had beén boarded by a floop of
war—one of the Barbadoes cruizers, and had
received information that the was within fixty
leagues of the ifland. This intelligence was
peculiarly opportune, as we were in no cer-
tainty regarding our longitude, and muft have

proceeded in fear, during the night, or have
created further delay by fhortening fail.

It was a great advantage to us being on
board a Weft India trader, for the fhipé built
for this fervice, being intended for a hot cli-
mate, are conftru&ted with much attention to_
the comfort and accommodation of paffen-
gers, and have all the conveniences of ports,

fcuttle-holes, window-blinds, awnings, &c.; .

from the want of which, many of the tranf-
ports were, diftreflingly, clofe and oppreflive.
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As foon as we had entered the trades, our
ports and fcuttles were beat open, and we
“had a free circulation of air, through the ca-
bin, night and day. The windows were
likewife opened ; and, as we failed before the
wind, the Venetian blinds admitted the breeze,
while they excluded the rays of the fun.
From thefe means we were kept pleafantly
cool, below ; and, when upon deck, we were
protected by a canvafs awning, under which
we had a fthaded walk, ventilated by a free
current of air. Having feveral bathing tubs,
on board, we had, likewife, the comfort—the
luxury I might fay, of plunging into fea-
water every morning ; and, in order not to
meet the torrefa@ion of thefe burning re-.
gions, with all the rigid fibre, and ftrong
vafcular action of Europe, I have adopted
the plan of ufing a very abftemious diet, and
have fubmitted to a fhort preparatory courfe,
of medicine. My comrades {mile at the pre-
, caution, but, although deétors may difagree,
I fhall hope, on fome future day, to exhibit,
to you, the good effe@ts of this early difci-
pline. Wine, ’tis faid by many, will counter-
al? the heat of the climate. Let thofe take -
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it who think fo—my faculties have not yet
enabled me to comprehend the ingenious
do&rine which would employ fire to extin-
guith heat—nor has my fagacity taught me
how to quench a flame by, the addition of
oil, or zther !

Many days previous to our arrival in
Carlifle bay, the increafe of temperature had
brought out upon our fkins that troublefome -
eruption called prickly heat. Our bodies were
covered with it, and the irritation and itch-
ing it occafioned were intolerable. Our com-
panion, Dr. Cleghorn, being an early fufferer
from it, demanded of thofe who had been
_ accuftomed to the Weft Indies, how long his
fkin was to be thus tormented? So long,
good doétor, as you remain in health, was
the reply ! Upon which, with additional rub-
bing and fcratching, the do&or jocofely, al-
though fomewhat impatiently exclaimed, in
the accent of his country, * Faith captain,
and would you carry us into never-ceafing -
torment? ’Bout fhip and tack for England
immediately.” ‘

-
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On the motning of the toth inftant
the boatfwain defcried the higheft points of
_ Barbadoes, when /land! land ! was inftantly
echoed thrqughout the fhip, to the great joy
of all on board ; and to the boatfwain’s pro-
fit, who, being the firft that founded the
glad tidings, became entitled to the cuftom-
ary fee of a bottle of rum, or brandy. It
required the cye of a failor to diftinguifh the
all-delighting terra firma, amidft the clouds:
the paffengers looked, and looked in vain! a
nearer approach of yet fome leagues, was ne-
ceflary, to render it vifible to the eye of a
landfman, and when we, at length, difcerned
+ it, the-earth appeared, only, as the more fixed
of the clouds—forming a dark ftreak a little
above the horizon. This ftreak grew, gra-
dually, more and more diftin&, till, breaking
as wé advanced, it became unequal, and af-
fumed the form of mountains ; and, at length,
the appearance of land. Soon we difcovered
it to be. the northern point of the.ifland of-
Barbadoes ; but Carlifle-bay is to the fouth:.
we had, therefore, to coaft round nearly
half the extent of the ifland, before we could .



193

‘reach the harbour. This delay afforded us a:
good opportunity of viewing the ifland. We
ftood near in, and could oblerve, diftinétly,
the objeéts on fhore. - I took my feat upon
deck, and with an anxious eye, aided by the
telefcope, minutely, examined every thing:
- we pafled. The mind, ever aQive, generally.
forms to itfelf fome image of the things‘we
hear fpoken of, before any opportunity oc-
curs of feeing them. Often the picure is
very incorre& and extravagant; but, upon
the prefent occafion, I was pleafed to find that.
I had formed to myfelf a tolerably accurate
copy of the Welt Indies, from the defcrip-
. tions I had heard and read. - In particular the
appearance of the fields, and of the flaves,
labouring with the whip at their backs, had
been painted, very corre@ly, in my imagina-
tion; for, I now faw them, in reality, wha.t
my mind’ had long reprefented them.

Our coafting view of the ifland was not,
the moft favorable; for a nakednefs, which
‘Barbadoes does not poffefs, appeared to pre-
vail: nar did the general verdure feem to
equal owr expe@ation : -houfes, huts, wind-

YOL. I. o
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- mills, and fugar-works, although plentifully.
difiributed, in patches, about the ifland, did
not prefent the {cenery, nor the air of rich-
nefs and comfort we had expeted. There
feemed to be a want of inclofures, and 2
deficiency of trees and hedges. The build-
ings looked bare and expofed, and there was
a want of that prote&ing fhade, for the cattle,
which our feelings- had deemed requifite. in
fuch a climate. The houfes, devoid of orna-
ment, and -without chimnies, conveyed the
idea of barns: nor could we aflociate them
in the pi¢ture of wealth and abundance which
had been called up in our minds. We la-
mented that the numerous windmills, houfes,
and other buildings we faw, were not more
prote@ted by the deep fhading foliage of tro-
pical vegetation.” Had a variety of trees been
iﬁ;prfperfed, or had the branching filk-cot-
ton, or ftately mountain-cabbage, contributed -
their fhelter, the appearance of comfort had
been preferved, and ‘the piQurefque effe&
rendered more firiking. The land is con-
-fiderably varied, being hilly and unequal;
“and from the general view, in failing along
the coaft, ’it' appears to rife into two or three

\
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~ diftin& tables, which elevate themfelves ab-
~ ruptly, one above another.

‘We made the entrance of the harbour,
juft as the fun was finking into his watery
bed, for the night; and it was in debate whe-
ther we could fetch in before it grew dark,
when it was fuddenly decided againft us, by -
the wind fhifting and coming round directly
a-bead. 'This we learned was the land breeze..
In thefe regions the trade-wind blows from
the fea, during the day; but this commonly .
fubfides, as the fun goes down, and a contrary -
breeze fets in, from the land, which continues
to blow throughout the night.

Being prevented from coming to anchor, .
we ftood off and on, at the harbour’s mouth,
until morning, when we difcovered that we
had no caufe of regret in this additional de-
lay ; for all the beauties of Carlifle-bay were,
now, exhibited to us—not only under the -
ftill light of the morning, but brightened by
the golden rays of a rifing fun. Had we
gone in at night, we muft have loft a moft
enchanting profpe@ ; and the lofs had been

02
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icremediable, for, after the eye had been ac-
cuftomed to the rich foliage, the houfes, the
towns, the fields, and all the peculiarity of
tropical fcenery, the impreffion we now felt
" could never have been excited. The mind
was, at this moment, in a ftate to enjoy them:

the novelty was great, and every obje& ftrik-
ing. We had been long at fea, and the
eyc fought, eagerly, the fhore. Land was
anxioufly defired: the view of it opened to -
us very favorably ; and, from all the various
circumftances confpiring to its improvement,
the profpe¢t was rendered more delightful
than it could have been at any other period.

The harbour is a fine open bay, the
whole of which, with its varied fhores, were
before the eye: many fhips were riding at
- anchor, and a multitude of boats and {mall
veflels were failing and rowing to and fro.
The two points of land, at the entrance, ferve
as a defence ; while they augment the beauty
of the harbour. On one of them appears a
. formidable battery, together with an exten-
five barrack for troops: on the other is a fine
gyok of mountain cabbage, and coco nut
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trees. Through the fhipping at the bottom
of the bay, are feen numbers of neat cot-
tages; ‘among which are interfperfed va-
rious tropical trees, affording the prote&ting
thelter of their umbrageous fummits. On
the fouth-weft fhore ftands Bridge-town, the
capital of the ifland ; and on the north-eaft,
upon high ground, is a new and handfome
quadrangle of ftone barracks, with ‘the mili-
tary hofpital and other buildings of St. Anne’s
Hill. Nor is the profpe& confined to thefe
limits. It extends ftill wider, and in addition
to the water, the fhipping, and the numerous '
other obje@ts, immediately before the eye,
the back ground, beyond the bay, and above
the town, forms a rich and extenfive land-
fcape. The land is feen above the houfes,
the trees, and the topmafts of the fhips, rifing
to a great diftance, clothed in all the richnefs
of its tropical apparel. Verdant fields of
{ugar, of coffee, and of cotton; fine groves,
dark with luxuriant foliage ; country villas;
clufters of negro huts, windmills, and fugar-
works, all prefent themfelves to diverfify
and enliven the pi&ure. Such was the fcene
that appeared before us as we failed into
, 03
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Carlifle-bay. You, whofe idol is nature, in
all her forms, will feel a friendfhip for the
‘evening land-breeze which fo happily length-.
ened a voyage, before toe long,

Adieu,
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LETTER XIX.

Cervemony of cleaning and painting Wt India Sbips. Feelings
of failors refpeting the failing of their veffels. Tobacco an
univerfal cordial among failors.  Specimen of eeconomy in a
young tar.  Negro aeconomy. Baptifmal ceremony on crof-
Jing the tropic.  Author and bis comrades work at the capa
Slan.  An accident happens to Dr. Cleghorn. Harpoons
and other infiruments prepared for friking fifb. Peculiar
habit of porpoifes. Sharks, dolphins, and flying fifb ufed ag
Jood. Stupidity of the Shark. Splendid appearance of a fbeal
of dolphins. Remarks upon the firuiture, and motion of
the wings of the flying fifb. Small flying fifb an indication
of approaching the land. Temperature of the water of the
Atlantic.  Lights produced by the fbip at night. Small
rainbows upon the furface of the ocean. Appearance of the
Jun and moon at fea, within the tropics. Weft India

Jry.  Evening clouds.

Barbadoes, Feb.

P REVIOUS to our coming into harbour,
from our late voyage, the fhip’s company
~ was, for feveral days, bufily occupied in clean-
ing, painting, and adording the veflel; and
we learned that it is a general cuftom to
drefs the Weft India fhips in a new jacket,
during the fteady failing of running down the
trades, in order that they may appear clean;

04
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and in the beft condition, while remaining in
the harbours of the iflands : and that-in this
the failors have a degree of pride, which excites

{ ~ a general fpirit of emulation—every captain

withing to render his veflel the obje& of at-
tra&tion and admiration. In confequence of
this cuftom the Weft India harbours become
quite a drawing room of fine-dreffed - mer-
chantmen. Here each fhip exhibits her beft

_apparel, and vying with the others, holds
“out her lures to catch the eye of every
‘beholder. The decoration is univerfal. From

head to ftern, not a plank, a maft, a ya'rd, nor
fcarcely a rope efcapes; each receives a full-

~ drefs coat of paint, or is made new with a
* black varnifh of tar. The painting of the more

prominent parts of our fhip being completed,

~ the progrefs of cleaning, and new-drefling

was extended to fuch minutiz as to become
very highly ridiculous. A painting mania
feemed to have feized the whole crew, and
every one was up to his elbows in greafe, tar,
and paint. The capftan—the quarter-boards
~—the binocles—the hen-koops—every thing

- around us was bedaubed, The cannon—the

hand-fpikes—the capftan bars—the barrels
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- —the buckets—the very handle of the pump
—all were painted—all put into one uniform
of black and yellow. Not an iron ring, abolt,
nor a nail was negle&ed—not even the cannon -
balls efcaped—and, that nothing fhould be
omitted, the inner furface of the water buckets,
regardlefs of health, were dreffed with their
.poifonous coating. Never was {yftem more
univerfally obferved; nor idle excefs ren- .
dered more confpicuous. Nct aninch, nor an
atom, but appeared in Lord Sheffield’s livery ;
black and yellow prevailed from the -higheft
point of the mafts, down to the very water’s
edge. Nothing can convey to you a ftronger

. idea of the fine fteady failing, in a trade wind,

than to know that the outer part of the fhip
is painted at fea, by men hanging in ropes, at
her fides, while fhe is proceeding with full

~ fails, on her paflage, - |

The failors have another, and yet ftronger
pride, which refpe@s the failing of their vef-
fel : like every man’s horfe,—every failor’s
thip is the beft in the world, — every captain
commands the quickeft failing veflel of the
fleet; and be would ceafe to merit the honor -
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of a jacket, who could be brought to acknow=
ledge, however true it might be, that his fhip
was a bad failor: for, hotwever manifeft this
fhall appear, an excufe is never wanting.
She is in bad trim—fhe is too much aftern
—too much ahead—is too deep—too light
—the breeze is not from her point—the fails
beft upon a wind—beforethe wind—fhe makes
beft ‘way in a gale—in a light breeze: fo
that be the weather, and the attendant circum-
ftances whatever they may, here is a_fide-wind
for each of them ; and a fon of the ocean is
always expert enough to appropriate them in
favor of his veﬁ'el; fo as to guard her, at -
évery point, againft the imputation of being
a dull failor. ' It happened that our fhip was
found not to advance in proportion to the
breeze ; it was, therefore, deemed expedient to
give her a new main-top-gallant maft; and this
was put up, in the night time, with as much
fecrecy as if the failure of the whole expe-

_dition had hung upon its difclofure. We, af-

terwards, difcovered that it was {one, in the

~ dark, not to conceal it from the paflengers,

only, but from the fhip’s company of a veffel,
which happened, then, to be failing near us ;
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and ‘with which the Lord Shefficld was, fe-
cretly, vying in her progrefs.

Among other circumftances, perhaps as
little worth noting, but which amufed an
idle moment upon the paflage, was a re-
markable inftance of ceconomy, which we
obferved in a young Scottifh failor. The
tars have, uaiverfally, a fondnefs for tobaceos
to deprive them of food—of drink—nay, even
of their loved grog, is not fo diftrefling to
them, as to debar them of their cud. To thofe
who are acquainted with the properties of this
plant, and with the habits of the Turks refpe&-
ing opium, this will not feem'wonderful ; for
its effe@s being thofe of a ftrong cordial, they,
whq frequently ufe it, will neceflarily feel a
great degree of languor from being deprived
of it, From the unufual length to which the
paflage was extended, our failors’ ftock of to-
bacco had become exhaufted before they
reached Barbadoes. They, confequently, fuf-
' fered depreffion of fpirits, reftleflnefs, languor,
and all the ufual indications of debility. They
felt, feverely, the abftra@ion of their accuf-
tomed cordial—and would have fubmitted.to
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many facrifices to have obtained it. At this
moment of diftrefs and want, the wary Sandy
Cameron opened his ftore, and, in the general
~eagernefs to procure it, retailed tobacco,to
his meflmates at an enormous profit. Some
pawned their fhoes, fome their fhirts, fome
their jackets: fome gave their food, fome
. their grog—every thing was devoted to pur-
chafe this filthy herb.  Sandy became a per-
"fe& marchand de tabac—and was, thereby,
enabled to accumulate clothes and property
to no trifling amount. Four ounces of to-
bacco were given for a jacket valued at feven
or eight fhillings—other articles of ufe or ap-
" parel were bartered at a fimilar rate ; but, from -
. fome accident, it was, at length, difcovered
that young Cameron’s ftore was, moftly, the
* produce of a very filthy piece of ceconomy ;
Sandy having colle€ed it, by picking up the
old cuds of his mefimates, during the paffage
—which he had dried and preferved for fu-
ture ufe ;- fo that the failors were now paying
extravagantly, for the privilege of again fuck«
ing, what had already been between their teeth,

This dirty occurrence happening on
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board led the captain to mention a habit,
fometimes pra@ifed among the negroes in
the Weft Indies, which is not lefs diftin-
guithed for its filthinefs and economy. ‘The
blacks, both men and women, are very fond
of rum, and fometimes, when they can only
procure a fingle dram, the wife, as a mark of
' tendernefs and attachment, fatisfies - herfelf
by warming her mouth with it, and, affec- .
tionately, employs that as a glafs for convey-
ing the rum to her hufband ; who receives it,
from her, in due kindnefs, beak to beak, as
pigeons feed their young; and thus, with ex-
traordinary ceconomy, the fingle dram is made
to ferve both man and wife ; -and {fometimes
it is, even, faid to go through the: mouths of
the whole family.

A day or two after we had entered into
the latitude of the trade-wind, we had to crofs
the tropic ; which was an occafion of great
mirth and feftivity. The ufual ceremonies
were performed—the ufual honors paid ta
old Neptune, and all was holiday. The great
deity of the gcean, accompanied by his queen-

rib of the waters, afcended froin the dgep,
_ 6 :
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§8 order'to welcome us to his tropical abode,
and to witnefs the baptifm of fuch of his
children who had not, already, done homage
at his font. This is a ceremony which is,
commonly, thought to be ludicrous : but, in
the way it is conduéted by the rough tars, it
becomcs a very dirty and fevere procefs. It
is extended to every perfon on beard, who
has not, before, been within the tropics, vary-
ing only in its mode of application, and in -
its feverities. ‘ ‘

The old failors are careful to difcover, in
the courfe of the paflage, which of their mefl-
mates have not undergone the difcipline of this
tropical baptifm ; and on this day, all who are
marked for the ceremony, are led upon deck,
one by one, blindfolded. In this ftate the
young failor is made to feat himfelf upon a
fmall narrow plank, laid acrofs a large tub of
falt water, or upon the edge of the tub itfelf,
and, in this perilous fituation, they adminifter
to him a long and ridiculous oath; then
offer him a glafs of gin, by way of cordial,
which he is compelled to drink, and finds it
“to be only a glafs of falt water. They, then,
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fmear his face with a nafty compound of
greafe, tar, and ftinking oil, taking care in:
the operation, to force fomé of it into his
mouth. The next ftep is to fhave this off,
and the razor employed, for this purpofe, is
commonly a piece of an old iron hoop, beat
full of notches. The filth being in part
fcraped from his chin, with this rough inftru-
ment, the bapti{mal procefs is completed by
the plank, upon which he is feated, being
{uddenly withdrawn, and the young initiated
plunged head and ears into the tub of water ;
where he is made to lie kicking and {prawl-
ing for a confiderable time ; after which he s
permitted to rife from his briny birth ; when
\hiis eyes are unveiled—he wathes his coun-
tepance, and iffues forth a privileged fon of
old Neptune—f#¢e to range in the tropical .
feas. If he contends, or offers any refiftance,
he is treated with three or four dippings, in-
ftead of one; he, therefore, finds it beft not
be refratory, and fmothers his wrath in the _
fecret pleafure of witnefling a fimilar procefs.
impofed upen .the reft of his meflmates.
Kvery one, whether failor or land{man, is
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called upon to undergo this chriftening ce-
remony, as the tafk of initation.

As paflengers we were honored with a -
vifit" from father Neptune and his fpoufe, to
welcome us to their tropical dwelling, and to
announce to us the propriety and neceflity
~ of the baptifmal vow: but we compromifed
the difcipline of dipping and fhaving, by of-
fering the tri_buté- of a few gallons of rum;
" and petitioning the beauteous Amphitrite
to intercede in our behalf, Neverthelefs, we
were taught that it would be prudent to re~
main, quietly, in the cabin, during this briny
chriftening of the failors,

The fervants were led by curiofity to
vifit the deck, hoping to witnefs the ceremony
. without becoming, themfelves, the obje&s of
it : but they were fpeedily prefented with a
complete wathing of fea-water, and obliged
to beat a hafty retreat, in order to efcape the
fhaving : one of them, who was a great cox-
comb in his drefs, grew violently enraged,
and felt highly indignant that the failors
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_ fhould dare to wet and fpoil his clothes ; and

. in his anger he ran down below to arm him-
felf with a fword, then returning upon deck,"
fwore that he would run the firft man through
the body, who fhould throw water upon him, .
. again: but fcarcely had he faid the words,
‘and brandithed his fabre, before feveral buckets
of water were dathed upon his head and
thoulders, by fome failors who had placed
themfelves in the main-top. The poor man
ftormed violenﬂy, fv&oré, ftamped, and vowed
vengeance. The failors, laughing at his im-
potent rage, continued to pour down bucket
after bucket. He was unable to climb up
the throuds; and they diverted themfelves at
his wrathand diftrefs, until, at length, feeing
that they defied all his threats, he again re-
 turned to the cabin, loading them with impre-
cations, and, loudly, vowing vengeance, uh-
mindful that his beft remedy was to change his
clothes, wipe himfelf dry, and let his choler
" fubfide. Cuftom is abfolute, and, in the
hands of fuch hardy minifters, it were folly to -
oppofe its defpotic government, -

VOL. I. B
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i~ After reaching the latitude of the tradé
wind we paflfed very litile of our time in the
cabin ; nor; throughout the whole paflage, did
we negle@t to take our éxercife upon deck,
wheneverthe weather would permit ;. occafion-
ally alfo in order to divert the fad indélence of
" our inadive life, we gave affiftance at the ‘cap=

- fan, or in wdrking . the pamp; or-pulling the
topes ; but one of thefeimomentsiof. inultry
badimearly eoff Dr. Gleghokn his dife. -A large
block; expoftd to exceflive purchafe in getting
up “one of the mafts, broke from its rope as
we were heaving at the capflan bars, .and,
flying to'a great-height with violent rapidity,
ftruck thc doGor. .on ﬂm, head. in, its- fall,

, Happxly he wag nof. w;tlug the.circle of its full
force; org b,e,yqnd all dogbty hq had been killed
on the {pot, , Moderate as it was, thetl.bl.ow
b_eit;g received from only the edge of the block,
in its fall to the deck; it rendered him infenfible
for fome .timc,;a,nci cut 'gtx_':;a]_arming wound
through the integumerits quite tq the. bone.
@n recovering from the.comatofe Rate, which -
* had followed the blow,,he.had no knewledge ‘
how the accident had hap;i'ened;‘and when the

v e
‘.\' .
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broken block was prefented to him he was
ftruck with furprize .at ‘his" efcape. . ‘'Thé
wound has fince healed kindly, and the dogi
tor ‘fuffers, from it, no "other inconvenience
~ “than, like poor Patrick, wearing, in his- fore=
hmd an honorable and warlike fear. -

, During.npr‘ﬁne,_ tropical failing we were
frequently amnféd it pbferving -the immenfe -
1{boals: of - porpoifes, délphiixs,ftand flying - fith;
whith, from time ta time;affembled about the
fhip.. The frightfilkfhark and fpouting’ grqm-

»pua alfqmdans.ﬂequqm bifitss e v ol

; LI T BT (1A ez o

Harpoons’ and.- ot«hemmﬁruments, called ’
gigs, or grains, were prepared for the purpofe
of taking thefe inhabitants of the ocean.
They are formjdable weapons of iron, made
with barbed peints, and at the time of ufing
them, a wooden handle, loaded with lead, is
affixed to them, together with a' long cord; -
and they are ftrudk into the animal while he.
is’ 'fw:mmmg at the fide of the fhip, If t’hey
penetrate beyond the barb he is unable to free |
himfelf from the inftrument, and is turned

P2
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upon his back, by the weight of the lead in
the handle, and confequently bhas no power
to efcape. Often the iron points are bentdou-
ble without entering the animal; and fome-
times they are thrown out by his ftruggles,
from not having pen‘etrated deep enough,iand
leave him to efcape with his wound. This
we faw happen to a large porpoife while he
was fwimming amidft a thoal of his fpecies fo
numerous as todarken the fea ; when, inftant-
ly, every individual of them abandoned the
fhip, not to prote& or confole their wounded
brother, but, according to the unfriendly habit
of thefe hideous and rapacious animals, to
purfue him as their prey. The flying fith,
the fhark, and the dolphin, are all ufed, by the -
failors, as food. The fhark is a2 moft ftupid
‘animal—unlike other fifhes he difregards be-
ing feen, and flies not from people who appear
before him, nor is intimidated at things fal
ling near to him, or even upon him in the
" water. Does this arife from a deficiency of
nervous fenfibility,” or from a confcioufnefs
that he is ‘armed againft the obje@s he com-
monly meets ? By throwing out to him oc-
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cafio nally a piece of fat pork, he may be ins
duced to continue, at the fide of the ‘thip,
while a rope, let down into the water, is paif-
fed over his head, and drawn tight round his
body in order to take him a'ive, and if it hap-
pens to flip off, he is flupid enough to re-
main until it is fixed a fecond time. We
caught a very large one in this manner; and .
~ alfo took a fmaller one with the hook, which.
the failors confumed as delicate food.

The fhoals of dolphins are.often fo im-
- menfe as to convert the fea into a kind of rich
.and dazzling mine, in which the lively inter-
changes of colour out-rival all the fplendour
of brilliants and gold

The novelty of immenfe multitudes -of
fith darting from the fea and taking wing in
the air, you'will believe attra&ed our attention. -
To fpeak of fithes flying might feem to be a |
“traveller’s tale; ‘we were, therefore, led to a |
. minute inveftigation of the fa@. Wewatched
) them with a fceptical eye, and, at many dif-
ferent times, before we admitted even the
evidence of our fenfes. * [t appeared poffible
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. that their fhort flight might be the effe® of a
- fingle mufcular effort, fupported by the expan-
fion of long membranous fins ; and this opini~-
onbecame ftrengthened from obferving them,
occafionally, touch the water, as if to gain new
.force from its refiltance, and then rife again,
* apd fly as far as before, But, upon regarding '
‘them with ftrict attention, we obferved their
-wings employed, like thofe of birds, in flut-
 tering motion as they flew. We faw them
change their courfe, from a dire& line ; we
perceived them rife and fall in their flight,
to furmount the waves they met, and re~
" marked that ‘they often continued their pro-
- grefs to the diftance of two or three hundred
yards, without touching the water : at length
two or three of them flew on board the fhip,
and, firiking againft the mafts, fell dead upon
the deck ; this afforded us an opportunity of
fatisfying our doubts ; and after very minutely
- examining their external form, we further
affured ourfelves, by carefully diffeCting them ;.
.and we have now no hefitation in faying
that fithes - - -~ = - do fly! The wings are
very long,: arifing from behind the gills,
they lic folded at the fides nearly the whole
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length: of the fith, Leing formed of fevetal
fine cartilages, and a thin-tranfparent mem-
‘brane not unlike the wing of a bat. At the
infertion, near the gills, they are narrow,
but become confiderably wider towards their

" extremities. When ufed in ‘flying they
are  raifed from the fide, and expand-
ed, by the cartilages feparating from each
 other, and firetching out the membrane which
covers them. They are not connected with
the body by extenfive mufcular infertions ; but
- are united by aligamentous membrane. Two
fmall mufcles pafs into each wing, terminating
in ftrong ligaments. ‘Thefe ferve to give
them the command of the wing, but-are not
calculated to fupport'long and powerful ac-
tion. ‘The fith is-about the fize of a herring, |
They are caught, in great numbers, near Bar- |
badoes, where they are pickled, and falted, and
ufed as a very common food. ' o

The day before: we made the land we
met with fhoals of flying fith of much fmailer
fize than thofe we had commonly feen—not
larger, indeed, than fprats. On rifing out of-
the water, in largebodies at a time, they caufed

‘P4.
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a.found like the fplafhing of rain, which being
heard by the captain, he inftantly exclaimed
“Ha! bravo! land, land! bere are the little
« fplafbers, we can’t be far from the land I —
This {mall race of flying fi(h, it feems, is never
obferved at any great diftance from the fhore,
nor in the deeper parts of the Atlantic : where-
- fore' their appearance is afflumed as a fure
prognoftic of a fpeedy approach to theland.

o " We obferved upon the paffage, that after

the great heat of the day, the water of the At-
lantic was fomewhat warmer than the circum-
ambient air. In latitude 14°, at 10 o’clock
.t night, the thermometer ftood at 72%, and
upon being put into a bucket of freth-drawn
fea water it rofe to 73.

 Like all young failors we felt our atten-

- tion ftrongly attracted by the phenomenon of
the lights produced in the fea, at night, from"
the fhip beating her way through the water. .
"We often witneffed them in a very firiking
degree, and were, frequently, led to the fore-
part of the fhip to view thém in their brighteft |
fplendour; for, there, the fhip appeared to be



217

failing through liquid flames. On every fide |
the lights were vivid and beautiful, but at the .
forecafilé we faw the pitchings and plunges
of the veflel ftrike out wide flathes, refem-
bling theets of fire. The great noife at the.
head of the fhip, likewife added to the effot,
and it required very little help of the ima-
gination to create a belief that we, aGually,
heard the fparks and crackling' of more de-
firu@ive flames. At the ftern thefe lights ap-
pear as if they poured from the veffel in bright
ftreams of fire, extending to a confiderable -
diftance in her wake. } '
We drew up buckets of water, occafion-
ally, to the deck, and found that by agitating
it, either with the hand or a piece of wood, we ‘
could excite the fame luminous appearance: -
but, after difturbing it for a fhort time, this
effe® ceafed ; and no degree of agitation was
fufficient to renew it in the fame water. You
~ know the various theories and fpeculations
which have been offered in explanation of
this phenomenon, I need not, therefore, fwell
my letter by repeating them. ‘
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> 'The beautiful appearance of the iris reft-
inig in a number of {mall circles upon the fur-
. face of the ocean, alfo frequently attracted
our notice. Thefe were only feen near the
- fhip, and it will occur to you that they
arofe.from the minute particles of water, beat
off by the veflel, dividing the rays of light,
and caufing them to fall upon the fea in the
form of rich and diftin& rainbows. They
are often extremely brilliant, and are feen,
as it were, lymg in numbers upon the
water. .

.'The very beautiful rifing and fetting of
the fun and the moon were - the frequent
and admired fubje&s of our contemplation, -
Viewed from a Weft India fea, the furface of
thefe orbs does not appear, like a mere plane
- fixed in the heavens, as in Europe, but their
convexity, and globular form are feen very
diftinly. When rifing they appear as de-
tached globes protruding from the deep: at
~ fetting they refemble diftin& fpheres finking,
br rather dropping, dlvcﬁed of theu' rays,
into the ocean.
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' The moon-is brighter than in England,
and refle@ts a clearer light. . When only a
few days old the whole orb is vifible—not
‘decked in uniform brightnefs, as when it is

at the full, but with the great body in fhade,

while the horned edge, alone, is dreﬁ'ed in
filver.

The appearance of the weftern {ky was
likewife an obje& of novelty to us. By day
the ‘whole -canopy is one fine azure expanfe,
bright and unclouded ; but, at evening, dark
mountainous clouds accumulate, and, gather- -
ing into deep heavy mafles, impend in awful
majetty of form oyer the horizon.
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LETTER XX. . -+

Author continues to addrefs bis fnmd, but cannot fend away
. his letters.  Lord Sheffield vifited b] anxisus crowds in
gug? of news. Perilous flate of St. Vin:ent and Grenada.
-Guadaloupe reinforced. French gafeonade. - Enemy's fri-
gates and cruifers infeft the cooft of Barbadoes. Lofs of
the Leda frigate. Brunfwick detacked with troops to
82, Vincent. The Iloft Stanley [ufe in Carlifle Bay, alfo
wine or ten other tragfports of the December convey. Au-
" #her and kis comrades go on [bore at Barbadses. - Remarks

upon the movelty of the fiene. Vifit to an American flave

- fbip - - - to a Liverpool Guitiea-man.
Carlifle Bay,, Feb,

IN purfuance of my promlfc I ftill dire@ my
pen,towards you, notwithftanding the uncer-
tainty when I may be able to fend away my let-
ters. On actount of the repeated difafters of
 the fleet, and the {ad delays that have occurred,
you will believe that we, who have had the
good fortune to complete our paflage, are
extremely anxious to make known to our
friends that we are in fafety : but, as though
- the diftaff of the fates were thrown out to en-
tangle us in'vexation, no oppoftunity offers
of conveying intelligence to Europe. A packet

-~
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is eftablithed to fail, from England every
fortnight ; but none has’ reached Barbadoes,
for many weeks paft ; and the inhabitants are

looking out, with' anxious. folicitude, for fe=

veral which remain due : nor is it expe&ted

that any mail will be made up for England
- until fome of thefe arnve.

- Should any merchantman fail, I will avail
myfelf of that opportunity to forward to you
this letter, together with thofe written upon
the paffage : but of this I have very little hope,

as no unproteed veflel can venture to dea

without extreme peril, on account of the enc+
my’s cruifers. :

The period is critical and important.
News from each fhore of the Atlantic, tq its
oppofite, is fought with the moft lively. ans
xiety. While youare looking to us for tidings
of ourfelves, of our feattered fleet, and of en-
dangered iflande ; we, unable to relieve your
fufpenfe, are lookmg to you, with no lefs
anxiety for intelligence’ of England and" of

Europe. The avidity for news, which, here, -

difplays itfelf, is vivid beyond all I canexpref.
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Our anchor was not dropped, indeed we had.
fcarcely entered the harbour before a variety

of people came out, in boats, to meet us, and,

ferambling on board, afked the news in fuch

hurried folicitude as fcarcely to wait a reply,
hefore each queftion was followed by another.

What news ? what news? what news of the

fleet? what news of England? what news

- from the Continent{ were all uttered in fuch

rapid fucceflion, . that the only anfwer we

could properly make, ferved as a general e~

ply - - - “None! we have been nine weeks at
fea, and have every intelligence to feek-r—none

to give.”

. Our abrupt vifitors were extremely dif-
- appointed, when, inftead of being able to fa-
tisfy them, they found that we 'Wereé.qually fo<
licitous to demand news of our convoy, of
, the Hlands, and of the failing of the packet
for England. You will readily imagine that
from the critical ftate of Europe, on the one
hand, and the perilous fituation of the Iflands,
ontheother, tdgcther with thelong interrupted
commumcanon between them, each party,
partakmg all the anxiety of the period, was

~
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miore defirous to afk queftions, than to oﬁ'er
~ replies.

We could unpart nothmg fatlsfa&ory, .
~and the information we acquired was not
very gratlfymg The following were the
leading circumftances which we colle&ed at
the moment. Grenada, we were told Was,
almoft wholly, .in poﬂ’eﬁion of the brlgands i
St. Vincent in imminent danger from the_ :
Charibs : and Guadaloupe, if not.St. Lucie, -
fo ﬁrengthened by reinforcements from Francc
as to bid us defiance. As a fpecuncn of ~
French gafconade, I may "tell you, what ls
reported to be the prefent language of that ‘
infolent’ democrauc tyrant, Victor Hugues
“ Let thern come ! lct the general lead h1ther
his troops ! we w1ll mvue them afho‘re nay‘
we will lay planks to their veffels that they
may net wet their feet in vifiting us, and
when we have them here we will teach them
who is Victor: we will give thc ofﬁcers their -
favorite toaft, and accommodfa;e/ them with
fpeedy promotion.” Such is faid to.be thg
idle boafting of this man, in confequence of the
reinforcements lately artived from Europe.

-7
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Two French frigates, and hordes of pri-
wvateers had been cruifing, with too much fuc-
cefs, againft our fcattered tranfports and mer-
chantmen. The frigates had lately been
daring enough to look into the harbour of
Carlifle Bay, and the Charon of 44 guns
armed ¢z flute, one of the earlieft arrivals of
the Spithead fleet, had been fent out, with La
Pique frigate, in purfuit of them.

The Lzda frigate, employed to convoy
a fleet of  viGtuallers from Cork, had, been
-upfet in a gale, and, unhappily, funk to the bot-
tom, with all hands on board, feven only
excepted. Thefe had fince arrived in one of
_ the vi@uallers, at Barbadoes; but. feveral of
. the convoy, left unprote@ed by this fatal ac-
cident, had been captured by the enemy’s
cruifers. '

The commander in chief was fill un-
heard of ; nor was there any accurate intelli-
gence of the fleet, although a few ﬁ:ragglmg
veflels had arrived.

’

- 'This was the fum of the news that gtreet.
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~ ted our arrival at -Barbadoes. But gloomy
as it was, the diftrefsful feelings it produced
were, in fome degree, alleviated by our learn-.
ing, foon afterwards, that the Brunfwick,
which had been ordered to proceed with
troops to the relief of St. Vincent, had ar«.
rived moft opportunely to fave the ifland j
and that the Stanley, which had failed with, -
the firft fleet in November, and was fuppofed-
to have been loft, during the difaftrous ftorm
which arofe in the channel, had arrived fafe in
Carlifle bay, on Chriftmas day, being the only
* {hip of the November convoy that made good

her paffage ; and, further, that nine or ten of |

the veflels of the December convoy had
~ reached Barbadoes in fafety, with upwards of .
two thoufand troops on board. ’

The inhabitants, who beft knew 'the
ftate of the neighbouring iflands, were ex-
tremely anxious to fee thefe troops employed ;

and, on this account, they were looking out,
“with,double anxiety, for the arrival of the,
commander in chief.

- The delight we felt on the glad ,oc,caﬁc;q
VOL, I S
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‘of fetting our feet, again, upon terra firma was
""more exquifite than I can exprefs ; and it was
‘highly augmented by the novelty that fur-
rounded us. ‘The houfes, the ftreets, the
* people, the fruit, fith, and vegetables, the
trees, the fields, evety thing before us, was
new. The very means of labour and amufe-
ment were novel, and all combined to indicate
* the change we had made—all befpake our re-
moval from a northern to a tropical latitude,
We gazed ‘on all we met, and all we paffed.
" Objects which, at other moments, had been
trifling - and” unimportant, now called forth
our attention. ‘The eye of curiofity fuffered
nothing to efcape. Ildeas crowded upon our
‘minds in fuch rapid fucceffion, that the confu-
fion of chaos feemed to be renewed. The
univerfal metamorphofis that furrounded us
prevented our digefting the fcene, which pre-
 fented itfelf, into any thing of order or ar-
" fangemént: yet was the whole uncommonly
- gratifying ; and, without being able to dif=
¢riminate, we contemplated, in a fort of
pleafing reverie, this feeming change "of
worlds. - Complex as are the feelings of fuch
a 'moment; I have often withed that 'thcy .
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were lefs fleeting, or could more frequently
recur ; for, upon fuch occafions, the mind
feems to enjoy unparalleled delight; and to

dwell with rapture, on objects which, under

other circumftances, would pafs unheeded
by. (

We took our umbrellas in our hands, by
way of parafols, but found lefs occafion for
them than we had been taught to exped ; for
although the heat was greater, by feveral de-
grees, in Bridge Town than in the harBour, ‘
we did not feel, from it, any degree of lan«
guor or oppreflion. A pleafant breeze coun-
teracted the ardent rays of the fun ; and, at
-our firft vifit, we rambled, for two hours, about
the town, to the barracks, and into the fields,
with far lefs inconvenience from heat, than I
- have often experienced in the clofe and fultry.
days of England,

It will be quite within your recolletion
how long, and how:much I have wifhed to
vifit the fhips trading to Afrkca, and- to witnefs -
perfonally, the manner of treating thofe poor
beifxgs of fable fkin, who are torn from their

Q2
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native home, by the iron-hand of commerce,
to be tranfported to a home of flavery ; and
you will be pleafed to learn that in this with,
I bave had an early opportunity of being
gratified. A flave fhip, belonging to North
America, and bound to Savanna in Georgia,
had arrived from the coaft of Guinea juft be-
fore we came into harbour, and was lying
very near to us, with a cargo of negroes on
board. Fearing fhe might fail for America,
and being uawilling to lofe the firft occafion
that offered, of adminiftering to a curiofity
which beat firong in our breafts, Mafter, Cleg-
horn, and myfelf took off a boat, the morning
after we came to anchor, and went to vifit
the Guinea-man. We confidered ourfelves
fortunate in finding both the mafter and mate”
- of the fhip difpofed to thew us every civility,
and to indulge us in ready reply to the
queftions which our curiofity fuggefted.

A little before they. made Carlifle bay
they had been taken out of their fhip, and
detained a whole night, on board an Englifh
frigate, while their papers were examined,
under the fufpicion that the veflel and cargo
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were Dutch property : but the property being

proved to be American, they were releafed,
" and the fhip is now taking in water, prepa-
ratory to purfuing her voyage down to the -
ftate of Georgia. ‘

The cargo confifted of a hundred and
thirty flaves, of whom two-thirds were males,
and one-third females. The two fexes were
kept feparate by a partition, or bulk-head,
built from fide to fide, acrofs. the fhip; allot-
ting #be waiff to the men, and to the women,
the guarterdeck. A great majority of them
were very young, beipg from ten to eighteen
years of age. We were pleafed to obferve
that an air of cheerfulnefs and contentment
prevailed among them. In afew only we re-
marked defpondency, and deje@ion of ‘coun-
tenance. Both fexes were without appar\el,'
having only a narrow band of blue cloth.put
round the waift, and brought to faften before, .
fo as to ferve the office of the fig-leaf, worn
by our firft parents, in the fruitful garden of
- Eden. As we walked through the different
groups of them, they fixed their eyes upon
us, with feeming curiofity ; and fome of the

Q3 o



230

- boys, like thofe of fairer fkin, were inclined
to be playful, and to exhibit youthful tricks.
One or two of the females, unchecked by the

referve of education, occafionally glanced an
- expreflive look, or difplayed a fignificant
gefture, Many of them had marks upon the
ikin wll;lich appeared to have been made with
a cutting $nftrument.  Thefe, we learned,
were diftin@ive of the nation to which they
'had belonged. Some had their teeth cut, or
filed to fharp points, -giving them a very
hideous, and canine appearance. They looked
well fed and healthy, although fome of them

bad an eruption, called the cra-cra upon the
Akin,

Their fleeping births were the naked
boards. Divided into two crowded parties,
~ they repofed, during the night, upon the
‘bare planks below—the males on the maix-
a’e;é—ihe females upon the deck of the g2
cabin, In the day-time they were not al-
lowed to remain in the place where they'
had flept, but were kept moftly upon the
open deck, where they were made to exercife,
and encouraged by the mufic of their loved
banjar, to dancing and cheerfulnefs.
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We faw them dance, and heard them ﬁng

In dancing they fcarcely moved their feet,

but threw about their arms, and twifted and

writhed their bodies into .a multitude of dif-

gufting and indecent attitudes, Their fong

was a wild and favage yell, devoid of all

foftnefs and harmony,; and loudly chantcdi
in harfh monotony.

Their- food is chiefly rice, which they
prepare by plain and fimple boiling. At
the .time of mefling they fquat round.the. -
bowl in large bodies, upon their heels and
haunches, like monkies, each putting his
paws into the platter to claw out the rice with
his fingers. We faw feveral of them ema-
“ployed in beating the red hutks off the rice,
which was done by pounding the grain in
wooden mortars, with wooden peftles, fuf-.
 ficiently long to allow them to ftand upright
while beating in mortars placed at their feet..
This appdared to be a labour of cheerfulnefs.
They beat the peftle in tune to the fong,
and feemed happy; yet nothing ' of in-
duftry marked. their toil, for the pounding
was performed by, indolently, raifing the

L4 - ‘ :
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peftle and then leaving it to fall from its own
‘weight.

I am moft happy to. conclude my report
of this vifit by informing you that we difcover-
ed no marks of thofe horrars and cruelties, faid
. to be pra@ifed on board the fthips occupied in
" this fad traffic of human fleth ; and which are
reprefented as fo frightfully augmenting the
- manifold ills of flavery. Chains, ftripes, and
feverities did not feem to have bee nin the
catalogue of means employed in conveying .
‘thefe poor Africans to their American mafters.
Our minds, neceffarily, fuffered in contempla-~
ting the degrading pra@ices of civilized beings
towards the lefs cultivated brethren of their
fpecies: but the eye was not fhocked by the
abufes. of tyranny and inhumanity. The
comfort and health of the flaves were pro-
- moted with every care. - Being fond of wath.
ing in cold ‘water, they were encouraged to
the free ufe of it ; and their perfons, as well as
the whole of the thip, were kept remarkably
clean. They were plentifully fed; and, in
- the day-time, were difperfed aboutthe fhip, fo
28 to be prevented, as much as poffible, from
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allembling together, in clofe unwholelome
crowds. Mirth and gaiety were promoted. -
among them: they were roufed to bodily
exercife, and care was ufed to divert their
minds from dwelling upon their change of
ftate, and lofs of home: and I may truly fay,
that a more general air of contentment
reigned among them than could have been -
expeted. While many were dancing and
finging; and playing together, others were
giving their affiftance in working the fhip ;
and, we even learned that feveral of them had
made themfelves highly ufeful on the paffage,
and were already becoming expert failors,

| They all feemed to regard the mafter of

the veflel more in affeGtion than fear; and,
although firi&tly obedient, they did not ap-
pear to be at all under the influence &f terror,
Crowded in fome degree, they, neceflarily,
muft be, particularly in the place where
they flept; but every attention was paid
to prevent the injury which might derive
from it; and to keep them in health,

'We went dawn below to {ee their place
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of repofe, where the hard planks formed one
common bed, and each individual employed
his arm as his pillow.  The men could not
Rand between decks, without ftooping ; and
when they lay down, the boards were fo
clofely fpread, that it was fcarcely poffible to
fet a foot between their naked bodies. They
were always taken upon deck early in the
morning,and the fleepingbirth was thoroughly
- tleaned and wathed ; but fill it was highly
offenfive to European olfactories ; and plainly -
indicated, that were it not for the great atten- .
tion paid to cleanlinefs and ventilation, difeafe
muft inevitably be generated. Their naked-
nefs is, perhaps, theirbeft fecurity ; for although -
they had neither bed-clothes, nor perfonal
- covering, nor any kind of baggage, or furhi-
ture in the place, we perceived that all the
cleaning and airing employed could not fub-
due the ftench created by their fleeping toge-
ther in fuch crowded heaps.

Although they are fond of wathing, and
feem' to have fome fenfe of perfonal cleanli«
nefs, they have none of cleanlinefs of place,
, mor of common decency : for, notwithftanding
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the firiGeft injun&ions a\igainft it, they cannot

always be prevented from the filthy habit of
depofiting their natural excretions upon the
{pot where they fleep. .

. 1
~ 'The wool of their heads forms a thick

cover for vérmin, of which they have, come -

monly, a fwarming abundance; therefore o
prevent this, and to further the rules of clean

linefs, all their heads had been fhaved: but-

this, we were told, had deprived them of one

great fource of occupation and amufement;-

it being a fingular pleafure to them to fit down
in pairs, for hours together, to enjoy the
focial feaft of picking each other’s heads, and
afterwards twifting and plaiting the wool into
a variety of forms,

The pleafure we had experienced from.
finding thefe poor blacks in a ftate of ap-

parent contentment; and, with refpe& to the’

reported cruelty, enjoying a degree of compa-
rative comfort, was fucceeded by feelings of
horror, on hearing the relation of an infuc-

rection which had taken. place, on board the °

thip, previous to their failing from the coaft of
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Africa. Many of the negroes being detained
on board for a confiderable time while the
cargo was completing, and lying, during this
period, within fight of their native fhore, from
which, and, perhaps, from their wives and
families, they were about to be torn for ever,
had grown indignant even to. defperation, and
rifing upon the thip’s company, murdered the
mafter and mate, who then belonged to the

veflel, and wounded feveral of the men: nor
'~ was'it until after a very fevere and bloody
conteft that they were overcome; when the
ring-leaders were put to death, as an example
to deter others from again revolting. One
_ of the failors fhewed us three defperate wounds
which he had received on the face, the breaft,
and the arm, from the ftroke of an axe, with
which one of the blacks had, juft before,.
ftruck off the captain’s head.

The. next day, after our vifit to the
American {lave-thip, an opportunity offered of
feeing one of our own nation—a Liverpool
Guinea-man—a fhip of much greater burden,
fitted out exprefsly for the trade, with a fuffi.
c¢ient number of hands and of guns on beard
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~ to proted her againft the ememy’s privateers;
and calculated for a cargo of five hundred
flaves.

We were taught to believe that we
“fhould find the negroes much better accom-
modated in this, than in the American thip;
but we could not obferve that the fuperiority
was either great, or firiking. Although the
vellel was larger, the number of flaves was
more than proportionally greater. In other
refpe@ts the accommodations were nearly
equal. The Liverpool fhip was kept. re-
markably clean ; but the American was not lefs
fo ; and, between the decks, the American fhip
was the moft commodious, being higher, and
having more room in proportion to the cargo,
from which the flaves had the advantage of
being lefs clofe and confined during the
night. -

In the fleeping place of the Englith
veflel we could not ftand up without ftooping
almoft double :—in each the men and women
were kept feparate—in both' their food was
rice ; and in both they flept naked upon the

6
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" naked planks, crowded together like theep iit
a fold.

"The moft firiking difference that occurred
to our obfervation was, that the flaves of the
Liverpool fhip were of blacker and fmoother
fkin than the others, and all of them free from

' that dirty eruption, the cra-cra; but upon
o our noticing this better appearance of one-
cargo than the other, the épparent 'fupe-‘
riority was inftantly explained to us, by the
obfervation that the Liverpool veflel had
reached her deftined port, and that her cargo
had been made up, for market, by having their
fkins dreffed over three or four times with a
compound of gun-powder, lime-juice and oil
~ La preparation which not only deftroys the
cra-cra, and gives the fkin, a fmooth, black,
andpolithed appearance, but likewife renders it
fleek and fine: and it was further remarked
that the cargo of the American fhip would
be made to look as well, before they reached
* the port where they were to be expofed for
\ fale. A‘ '

el
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"LETTER XXIL

Author and his comrades live on beard fbip at Barbadoes.
Accommadation 'of a Barbadoes tavern. Metbod of cooling -
liguors. Porfer better than in England. Tavern wait-
ers. Black and mulatto hofieffes. . Privilege of female
attendants. ' Bar-maid at Mary Bella Green's. Low
concerning the children of flaves.  Women of colour not dig=

nified with the title of mifirefs. Comverfation with two fb
smale flaves.

Carhﬂe Bay, Feb.
From the details I gave you of our te-
dious voyage, you will learn, with furprize,
that we ftill continue to live on board thip,
But to this we have many inducements. It
is much cooler in the harbour, thdn it is in
Bridge Town ; we are much lefs annoyed with
mufquitoes ; and, from our belonging to the
St. Domingo ftaff, and being .in daily expec-
tation of receiving orders to proceed to that
ifland, we are, at all moments, ready to move,
and without the ritk of leaving our baggage
behind ; moreover, by living on board, while .
we are detained to windward, our fea-habits
are continued, and perhaps we may thereby
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avoid the tormenting ficknels of a fecond
voyage. '

We have a regular mefs eftablithed.
Every morning we go or fend to market for
provifions ; and our domeftic arrangements
are better regulated, and in more of com-
fort than if we were on fhore. Occafionally
we dine, and fpend the whole, or part of a

~ day at Bridge Town, but we never fail to re-
turn on board to fleep. ‘

. We find that the accommodations- of a-
Weft India tavern, although not precifely what
a Bond-ftreet lounger would expeé& in St.
James’s-fireet, or a high-fed alderman in the
city, are by no means defpicable : and ‘you
know that I am enough a foldier, and a tra-’
veller, rather to court the varieties we meet,
than to repine, and Tégard them as hardfhips,
_becaufe they are not, in every feature, the fame
as we are accuftomed to in England.

But you bave defired to be told of thefe
varieties 2s they occur, and T have an early op-’
portunity of trying your patience.~Our
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firft dinner on fhore was at a tavern in Bridge
Town, kept by a mulatto woman, Mary
Bella Green. Plenty prevailed. The crowd-
ed table fmoked with fith, a piece of boiled
beef, a pepper-pot, a turkey, fome roafted veal,
and a quarter of mutton, with feveral dif-
ferent kinds of puddings, and quite an affort=
ment of vegetables, of eight or nine uif-
~ ferent fpecies—European and tropical. Our

liquors were—moft excellent bottled porter,

good Madeira, tolerable claret, and very fine

Noyeau. In the defert we were fadly difap-

pointed, for, inftead of the fine tropical fruits

we had expe@ed, three or four of the very

common and inferior fpecies were fet before

us, unripe, and bad in quality: viz. goavas,

bananas, and four-fops, with fome tough, and

bitter thaddocks—to any, and all of which,

the commoneft apples, or goofeberries of
Europe had been preferable. But Barbadoes
is not an ifland abounding in the finer fruits

of the climate, hence we do not judge of the

delicious produdions of the Weft Indles by
this ill-chofen fample.

Our party, for whom we had ordered
dinner, confifted of nine perfons, but upon
VOL. I R |
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coming to table, we found covers for fifteen,
and learned that, inftead of giving us a private
dinner, as we had dire@ed, they had put us
into a large public room, and ferved a kind of
table d’bote. Not being prepared for this ar-
rangement, we remonftrated agaioft it, and,
with fome difficulty, prevailed in having the
extra-covers removed ; but we foon perceiv-
ed that we had gained little by thus inter-
rupting the cuftoms of the houfe: for they,
dire@ly, fpread another table in the fame
room, and, fetting down the fix ftrangers clofe
" by us, divided the dinner, they had dreffed,
between the two parties,

In making out their bill for payment,
they do not detail the feparate articles of the
dinner, the number of bettles of wine, the
different plates of fruit,” &c. as in England,
but put down the whole fum, under the three
general items of dinner, wine, and fruit ; and,
at any houfe you are accuftomed to ufe, if
you call, occafionally, in a morning to reft,
or to take thelter from the fun, or rain, they
give you a glafs of lemonade, or of coco-nut
water, with a “wvery welcome,” and confi-
der themfelves rewarded, by the payment
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you make when you take dinner at the
houfe. Nor is the demand for this at all ex-
travagant, except, in fo far as regards the
the bad fruit. 'We paid adollar each for din-
ner ; the fame. for the wine ; and half a dollar
for the defert.

They make the wine and porter very
pleafantly cool, by putting the bottles in
wet cloth bags, and placing them in the -
open windows, for-fome time before din-
ner ; taking care to fprinkle them, occafion-
ally, with water, as they ftand expofed to
the breeze. A very rapid evaporation is
thus produced, and, confequently, far more
heat carried off, than by merely fetting the
bottles cold in water. 'The porter is fo high-
ly improved by the climate, and rendered
fo pleafant, by this method of cooling, as
to be very fuperior to any that is drank in
England.

The attendants of the table are very nu-
merous, black and yellow, male and female—
perhaps too numerous to ferve you well ; for -
they are badly regulated, and the duty of one

R2 - , .
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being the duty of all, it is not regarded as the.
* particular duty of either, and, confequently,
is apt to be left unheeded. Each, being idle
and ina&ive, waits for another to ﬁép be-
‘fore him, when any thing is called for;
and, although you have a crowd of fervants
round .you, it is difficult to obtain what you
want.

The females are, ufually, of ere& fi-
-gure, and ftately carriage, but they move in
all the languor of the climate. They ap-
pear without fhoes and ftockings, in a
fhort white jacket, and a thin fhort petti-
coat, They wear a white turban on the
head ; but the neck and fhoulders are left bare.
‘Silence is not efteemed a neceffary qua-
lification among them, for they often join,
with great freedom, and a fad drawling accent,
‘in the converfation of the table. This will
appear to you but little confiftent with the
referve and abjet forbearance of flavery;
but it is the confequence of the public fitu-
ation in which thefe women are placed, and
the familiarity that is commonly ufed towards
‘them by ftrangers—to any, or all of whom
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they are the very obedient, obliging, and mof
convenient humble fervants. -

~ On firft making inquiry, refpe&ting
the accommodations of the houfe, we were
furprized to learn their extent, and the facility
with which they are attainable. A bed
may be had for half a dollar per night, or
three dollars per week ; and, for an additional.
fum well underftood, the choice of an attend-
ant to draw the curtains.

The hoftefs of the tavern is, ufually, a
"black, -or mulatto woman, who has been the
favored enamorata of fome backra * man; from
whom fhe has obtained her freedom, and per-
haps two or three {laves to affift her in carry- -
ing on the bufinefs of the houfe ; where the
now indulges in indolence, and the good
things of life, grows fat, and feels herfelf of
importance in fociety. To thofe who, in
compliance with the Highgate privilege,
court her particular attention, in preference
to the more youthful attendants around her,
fhe is fuppofed not to be violently cruel.
o 8 The negro term ufed for white,

RJ
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It'is to her advantage that the female at-
tendants of her family fhould be as handfome
as fhe can procure them. Being flaves, the
only recompence of their fervices, is the food
they eat, the hard bed they fleep on, and the
few loofe clothes which are hung upon them.
~ One privilege, indeed, is allowed them,
which, you will be thocked to know, is that
of tenderly difpofing of their perfons; and
this offers the only hope they have of pro-
curinga fum of money, wherewith to purchafe
their freedom : and the refource among theni
is fo common, that neither fhame nor difgrace
attaches to it; but, on the contrary, the whois
moft {ought, becomes an obje& of envy, and
is proud of the diftin@ion thewn her.

One of our attendants at table, appeared,
both from her converfation and behaviour,
to be very fuperior to her degraded ftation,
She had nothing of beauty, nor even pretti-
nefs of face, but the was of good figure, and
of refpe&able and interefting demeanor, and,
in point of intelle@, far above her colleagues.
Together with gentlenefs of manner, and an
eafy, pleafant addrefs, the poflefles a degres
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of underftanding and ability which claim re-
fpe&. In priaciple, and in fentiment, fhe
appeéared virtuous; and, from the franknefs
of her replies, it was evident that fhe knew
no fenfe of wrong in her condu&. We
could not but lament that the imperious
habits of the country did not allow of her,
being placed as a more refpetable member .
of fociety.

This woman is the great fupport of -
the houfe—the bar-maid, and leading ma-
nager of the family. Her miftrefs had re-
fufed to take a hundred guineas for her;
which, fhe affured us, had been offered by
- a gentleman who would have purchafed
her. She has a very lively interefting little
daughter, a Meftee about four years.-old.
Of this child fhe fpake with great tendernefs,
and appeared to bear it all the fond attachment
of an affe@ionate parent. Yet, as the infant
was born in flavery, fhould the mother, by
any means, obtain her own freedom, fhe can-
not claim her child ; but muft leave it, ftill the
difpofable property of her miftrefs, equally

R 4 *



248

liable to be fold as any other piece of furni-
ture in the houfe : for, in Barbadoes, the off-
fpring of a woman in flavery becomes the ab-
{olute property of the owner to whom the
mother belongs, whether it be black, yellow,
or white ; as the law knows no period when
the child of a flave fhall be born free, how-
ever removed from the African: nor can
the mother, under any circumftances of
fubfequent liberation; claim her infant
from its owner, even though it fhould
be of fairer fkin than the faireft European.
Thus are the natural ties of our fpecies.
torn afunder; and the deareft attachments,
and pureft affetions of the heart cruelly
broken down! Babes are feparated from their
parents, and mothers rebbed of theirchildren,
by this unatural appropriation of human fub-
ftance ! '

. The manners, and the circumftances
attending the fituation of this mulatto were.
firongly interefting. Her whole deportment
befpake a degree of delicacy and refine-
ment, together with a fuperiority of mind and
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underftanding ! Her intelligence and quick-
nefs of perception affured us that the had ta.
lents capable of bigh improvement ; and it-is
probable, that had fortune fo placed her in
life, as to have offered her the acquire-
ments of a chafte and cultivated education,
this woman, notwithftanding the color of

her tkin, had made a faithful and virtuous
wife ; been an ornament to her friends and

fociety ; and a blefling to the man who
fhould have made her the partner of hishours,

The taverns are commonly known by.
the names of the perfons who keep them.
The moft frequented, at Bridge Town, are
thofe of Nancy Clarke, and Mary Bella
Green ; the former a black-—the latter a mu-
latto woman. Mrs. Clarke, or Mrs. Green
would fcarcely be known! A party is faid to
dine at Mary Bella Green’s, or at Nancy
Clarke’s—or, more concifely, at Mary Bella’s
or at Nancy’s.—The title Mrs—feems to be
referved, folcly, for the ladies from Lurope,
and the white creoles, and to form a diftinc-
tion between them and the women of color of
all clafles and defcriptions—nong of whom, '
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of whatever fhade or degree, are dignified
with this appellation.

In the evening, after taking our firft
dinner on fhore, Dr. Cleghorn and myfelf
made a walk to vifit the hofpitals and bar-
racks at St. Anne’s Hill ; and, on our way back
toBridge Town,wewereaccofted bytwo négro
girls of refpeGable appearance, fittingupon the
ftep of a gentleman’s gateway, by the road fide.

Being juft arrived in a land of flavery,
and feeling defirous to converfe with the Afri~
_ cans, and their defcendants, in order to afcer-
tain whether any deficiency of intelle@®, or
inferiority of natural capacity was obfervable
~ among them, we gladly detained ourfelves,
for fome minutes, in converfation with thefe
decent-looking young flaves. They were
the property of the gentleman, at whofe
gate they were fitting ;- and were .employed
as houfe fervants, or as they are here termed,
< boufe-wenches ¥,” in his family.

Trifling as it is, I give you the convers

* Domeftics of the kitcheny not flaves of the field.
7 |
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fation as it pafled, divefting it only of the
broken accent, with which our language is
fpoken by the negroes. It will ferve to fhew
you that the replies were not inappofite; and -
perhaps not inferior to what might have
been expe&ted, from the common order of
people in Europe. One of the girls was
about fixteen, the other eighteen years of
age. They converfed with eafe and affability,
but were very refpe@ful and unaffuming;
and their whole condu& might have done
credit even to European fervants, not of the -
lowett clafs,

On our afking to whom they belonged,
hey replied * We belong to Col. B’s. lady.”
Is this Col. B’s houfe? * Yes ; but the Col. is
not at home—he is gone to England.” How
does it happen that you are fitting here, in<
ftead of being in’ the houfe at work ? ¢ Our
work, for to-day, is finithed, and we came ta
the gate to fee the ftrangers, as they pafs
by.” What ftrangers ? * The ftrangers, wha
are come with the army, from old England.”
Do you like to meet ftrangers? “ Oh! yes,
yes!” And to talk with them? « Yes, if
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they talk with us.” Are the people, here,
kind to ftrangers? * Oh, yes ! it is always our
cuftom : every body fhould be more Lind to
ftrangers than to their own people.” Why
fo 2—fhould we not be kind to every body 2
“ Yes! we fhould be kind to every body,
but we fhould be more kind to ftrangers,
becaufe they come far from their own home,
and their friends ; and becaufe we may fome
time travel ourfelves, and want kindnefs from
others.” Have you ever been far from your
home ? “ No! but, perhaps, we may fome
day.” How far have you ever travelled from
your mafter’s houfe? “ Never more than five
miles.” Did you ride or walk? They both
fmiled, and hung down their heads, looking
to the ground. No reply could have been
more expreflive, nor better underftood.—
“Ride! a flave ride! you-are ftrangers here
indeed! No! we walked, bore our burden
on our backs, and journied on our naked
feet !” We bade them good night, and walked
on, pleafed with the rencontre,
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LETTER XXII,

Meat fold alive in'the'market at Barbadoes. Cuftom of blowwe
ing the meat. Creoles caution Dr. Cleghorn and the
author againfi walking. Vifit to a fugar plantation.
Specimen of the indolent labour of flaves. A wafbing
party.  Indecency of women upon the fireets. Effelt of the
indecent habits of flaves upen the minds of white females.
Negro cuftem of picking each other’s beads. Sawage fight
between a black womany and a mulatto woman.

| Carlifle Bay, Feb.
THE office of caterer for the mefs having

fallen to the lot of your friend, I maytell you
that I fometimes go to Bridge Town, to buy

“

living meat for dinnre. You will, perhaps,

be furprifed to learn that animals are, here,
brought alive into the market, to be killed
after the different joints are fold ; and, that it
often happens, that the meat is flaughtered,
configned to the pot or fpit, brought to table,
‘and eaten, without growing cold !

- The very filthy cuftom of blowing the"

meat, is here carried to greater excefs than
in England. As foon as the calf is dead, a
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hole is cut through the fkin, near to the hock,
and a long fharp-pointed ftick, being intro-
duced, is forced up the whole length of the
thigh, and the fide, to tear or break down
. the cellular membrane. This being done, the
flick is withdrawn, and one negro puts his
mouth- to the hole and blows in air, while
another beats, with a cang, upon every part
of the fkin; which beatiag and blowing, are
“continied until the carcafe founds like a
 drum, and the whole furface is inflated like
a full-blown bladder—the animal being dif-
tended to nearly twice its former fize. The
fkin is then taken off, and the meat diftri-
buted to the purchafers for immediate ufe.

"Leaving our comrades, Weir, and Ma-
fter, on board, Cleghorn and myfelf requently
make excurfions on fhore, and ftroll about
the town and the fields, by way of ex-
ercife, and of gratifying the ftrong curiofity
_which we feel to fee and know all that ap-

pertains to the change we have made. In
- thefe ramblings, we often . furprize the Weft
Indians, by, what they term, the dangerous
extent of our walks; and they affure us that, a
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" few months hence, we fhall be little inclined
to ufe fuch violent exercife. A walk of five or
fix miles appears to them tremendous: but
we fuffer no inconvenience from it, and, per-
haps, without being, yet, well able to judge,
we fancy that much of the languor and in-
a@ivity of the Creoles and creolifed, might be
prevented, and fironger health enjoyed, were
they to accuftom themfelves, more freely, to
habits of exercife. Againft our theory they
urge experience, remarking that all Euro-
peans, however fond of ufing much exercife,
on their firt arrival, gradually lapfe into
the fame indolent indulgence as the natives.

In one of thefe excurfions we, lately,
made a firft vifit to a fugar eftate, in the
hope of feeing the works, and witnefling
the mode of making the fugar ; but we were
difappointed, by finding that none - of the
- flaves were at work, and that the manager
was from home, with the keys of the boiling
houfe in his pocket. We had, however,
fome compenfation in being allowed to walk
into an excellent garden, adjoining the houfe,
where we were gratified with the 'novelty
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of feeing a number of the tropical fruits, and
obferving the garden hedge, which was form-
ed of a bufh bearing immenfe quantities of
a fpecies of cherry, of a very pleafant flavor.

From this walk we returned to Bridge
“Town, by way of Pilgrim, the refidence of
the governor—a pleafant home, fituated
upon an elevated {pot, about a mile from the
Town. Near this place our attention was ar-
refted by a party of flaves, or, according to
the language of the ifland, a gang of negroes,
who were employed in making a road to the
governor’s houfe. It was the firft large body
of flaves we had met with, toiling at their re-
gular employment, immediately under the
lath of the whip; and we could not but
remark that the manner of executing the
tafk afforded a ftriking example of the in~
dolence of climate, and of flavery. Nothing
of diligence, nor induftry appeared among
them ; and, verily, but little of bodily labor
was expended. They feemed almoft too idle
to raile the hammer, which they let fall by
its own weight, repeating the blow feveral
times, upon the fame flone, until it was
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broken to pieces. A mulatto overfeer ats
tended them, holding a whip at their backs ;
but he had every appearance of ‘being as
much a ftranger to induftry, as the negrpes §
who proceeded very indolently, without
feeming to be at all apprehenfive of the
driver or his whip, except when he made

it fall acrofs them in ftripes.
o AN
In proportion to the work- done by"
Englith laborers, and the price, ufually,
paid for it, the labor of thefe flaves -could
'not be calculated at fo much as twopence: -
per day; for almoft any two men in.Eng=
land would, - with the greateft eafe, do as
much work ina given time, as was performed

by a dozen of thefe indolent meager-lookmg L

beings.

, In one of our late perambulations, we
fell in with a party of negro women, wath-"
ing linen, at the opening of a river near the
fea; and a more difgufting fight I do not
recolle& ever to have beheld. - They were:
old women, of ftrong-marked, and very
hideous African countenancé; and. had no |
VOL. I. s o
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regard to decency either of manner, or per-
fon. Their bodies were naked, fave a bit of
blue cloth folded round the loins, and
brought between the legs, from behind, to
faften. before. As they ftooped down, to
dip the linen in the river, many of them ex-
pofed the crowded and callous efcars of re-
peated punifhment; and when they moved
themfelves in rubbing the clothes, or beating
them upon the large ftones before them,
their long flaccid breafls fell over their arms,
“or hung in loofe maffes of corrugated fkin
flapping upon their bodies, fo as to cre-
~ ate a moft difgufting and abhorrent appear-
ance.

It has alio happened to us to witnefs
another fpecies of indelicacy among the negro
women, which is extremely offenfive to an
European eye. Regardlefs of decency, and
of the crowd they meet, they are fometimes
feen drawing their naked, pendulous breafts
as they walk along, and fpilling their milk
- upon the public ftreets. .

 You will, perhaps, be Iﬁorc ih_o‘cked|

|
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than furprized that fuch-like indecencies
fhould occur among the flaves ; but you will
join in my regret that they fhould happen be-
fore the eyes of European wives, and {pin-
fters; and you will lament the fad effe&
which the frequent recurrence of fuch of-
fenfive fcenes muft, neceflarily, have in de-
ftroying that modeft delicacy of fentiment, .
which renders fo truly lovely, while it fo
much exalts the female mind.

Of this baneful effe@, I am*forry to have\
it in my power to mention to you a ftriking "
example, which lately occurred to my no-
tice. Being in company with a large party
of Europeans, and white creoles, male and
female, hufbands, wives, widows, maidens,
and ftrangers, at the time when the party
was aflembled, during the thort moment
before dinner, a fweet little babe, only a few
months old, was brought into the room, by
its black nurfe, to be exhibited to the com-
pany : when the woman, who, with the €x=-
ception of one fhort petticoat, was in per-
fe& nudity, was defired, before all prefent,
tofuckle the child ; and its mother and grand-

$2
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mother, two of the moft refbe&able ladies
we have met, fince we left England, in order
to pleafe ¢ little bab,” amufed themfelves
by flapping, prefling, fhaking about, and
playing with the long black breafts of the
flave, with very indelicate familiarity, before
the whole company ; and without feeming to
be at all fenfible, that it was, in any degree,
indecent or improper !

In all corners of the fireets we meet
with the filthy fight of pairs of negroes, of
“both fexes, fitting and-lying about, with their
heads in each other’s laps, picking out the
{warms of vermin which occupy their wool.
This, as we had been told on board the
flave fhips, feems to be a feaft of delight to
~ the blacks, whether in freedom, or in fla-
very. |

One day in pafling along the ftreet, we
chinced to fee a fight between two women
of colour, one 4 negro, the other a mulatto.
The crowd, about them, was very great, and
European curiofity induced us to wait the
refult ; but we have no defire to witnefs fuch
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another conteft. You can have no concep-
- tion of the brutal and favage means which
were ufed by thefe women to injure each
other. Not only biting, pinching, flapping,
and fcratching were employed ; but with the
more horrid vengeance of the American |
gouchers, and in the moft cold and deliberate
manner, did each of thefe females thruft her
thumb or fingers into the nofe, mouth, and’
eyes, of the other, ftriving, inall the bitternefs
and cruelty of favage nature, to tear to pieces,
to blind, or to maim her opponent.

I feel that this letter will be more
painful than amufing to you ; and almoft fear
that you will charge me with having looked
out for unpleafant and diftrefsful events! But
I may affure you that, without going in
fearch of them, they have accidentally fallen
in my path ; and, as they are ftrong features, I
cannot reconcile to myfelf to withhold them
from you, merely becaufe they are not of fo
pleafant a nature as I could have wifhed.
It is my obje@, faithfully, to lay before you
the fats I meet with, whether happy or
unhappy, in order that you may be enabled

83
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to form a juft opinion of the chara&er
and habits of thofe among whom I may

chance to be placed, while abfent. from Eng-
land.
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LETTER XXIIL

Sunday a day of feflivity among the flaves. African dance,
and mufic. Remarks of a Scottifb weman on fecing the

negroes dance.  Fracas between a negro man and woman.

Negro funeral. Faith of flaves in tranfmigration afler
death. Singular expedient 1o deter them from fuicide.

Barbadoes, Feb.
It is Sunday, and, feparated by the wide
Atlantic, I take ﬁp my pen to hallow the fab-
bath to my friend. Mentally I am every
day in your fociety : but on the fabbath I
breath a ftill warmer afpiration to dear En-
giand, and fan@ify the with that we were,
perfonally, nearer. Were you here to parti-
cipate them with me, the novel fcenes which
occur to my obfervation would have a double
intereft, and I fhould find a charm in many
things which now convey only a languid im-
preflion.

Sunday is a day of feftivity among the
flaves. They are paflionately fond of dancing,
and the fabbath ; offering them an intcrval
from toil, is, generally, devoted to their fa-

54



264

vorite amufement ; and, inftead of remaining
“in tranquil reft, they undergo more fatigue, or
at leaft more perfonal exertion, during their
gala hours of Saturday night and Sunday,
than is demanded from them, in labor, du-
ring any four days of the week.

They aflemble, in crowds, upon the
open green, or in any {quare or corner of the
town, and, forming a ring in the centre of
the throng, dance to the found of their be-
loved mufic, and the finging of their favorite
African yell. Both mufic and dance are of
a favage nature. I have withed myfelf a
mufician, that I might take down for you
the notes of their fongs; which are very
{fimple, but har(h and wholly deficient in foft-
nefs and melody. Afk the fair chantrefs our
delighting friend - - - - the next time you
meet her, and if fthe be not afraid of diftort-
ing her {weet countenance, the can give you,
very accurately, all you may with to hear
of an African fong.

The inftrumental parts of the band con-
fift of a fpecies of drum, a kind of rattle, and -
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their ever-delighting Banjar. 'The firft is a
long hollow piece of wood, with a dried
theep-fkin tied over the end ; the fecond is a
calabath containing a number of fmall ftoncs,
fixed to a fhort ftick which ferves as the han-
dle; and the third is a coarfe and rough kind
of guitar. While one negro ftrikes the Banjar,
another fhakes the rattle with great force of
-arm, and a third fitting acrofs the body of the
drum, as it lies lengthwife upon the ground,
beats and kicks the fheep fkin at the end, in
violent exertion with his hands and heels, and
a fourth fitting upon the ground at the other .
end, behind the man upon the drum, beats
upon the wooden fides of it with two fticks.
Together with thefe noify founds, numbers of -
the party of both fexes bawl forth their dear de-
lighting fong with all poflible force of lungs ;
and from the combination, and fout enfemble of
the fcene, a fpeGator would require only a
flight aid from fancy to tranfport him to the -
favage wilds of Africa. = On great occafionsthe
“band is increafed by an additional number
of drums, rattles, and voices.

The dance confifts of ftamping of the
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feet, twiftings of the body, and a number
of firange indecent attitudes. It is a fevere
bodily exertion—more bodily irdeed than
you can well imagine, for the limbs have
little to do init. 'The head is held ere&, or,
occafionally, inclined a little forward—the
bands nearly meet before—the elbows are
‘fixed, pointing from the fides—and the lower
extremities being held rigid, the whole perfon
is moved without lifting the feet from the
ground. Making the head and limbs fixed
points, they writhe and turn the body upon -
its own axis, flowly advancing towards each
other, or retreating to. the outer parts of the
ring. ‘Their approaches, with the figure of
“the dance, and the attitudes and inflexions in
which they are made, are highly indecent : but
of this they feem to be wholly unconfcious, for
the gravity—I might fay the folemnity of
“countenance, under which all this paffes, is pe~
culiarly firiking, indeed almoft ridiculous.
Not a fmile—not a fignificant glance, nor an
immedeft look efcapes from either fex: but
they meet, in very indecent attitudes, under
the moft fettled, and unmeaning gravity of
countenance. Occafionally they change the
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figure by ftamping upon the feet, or making -
a more general movement of the perfon, but
thefe are only temporary variations; the
twiftings and turnings of the body feeming
to conftitute the fupreme excellence of the
dance.

For the moft part only two enter the
Ting at a time, but, occafionally, as many as
three or four! each making a fmall contri-
bution to the band at the time of ftepping
into the citcle. They circle, violently, toge-
ther until one is tired, and when this efcapes
from the circle another afflumes the place,
thus continuing to follow, one by one, in
fucceflion, fo as frequently to keep up the
dance, without any interval, for feveral hours.

Both muficians and dancers feem, equal-
ly, to delight in the amufement. They ex-
ert themfelves until their naked fkins pour
off copious fireams. The band feem to be '
quite infenfible to fatigue, for, in proportion
as the fluid diftils from their pores, they in-
creafe their efforts, raifing their voices, and
beating the drum and the rattle, with ad-
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ditional violence : and fuch of the fpe@ators
- whofe olfactories bave no relith for African

odours, are fally annoyed by the high

effenced exhalation which fpreads itfelf
~ around. |

As I was looking on at one of thefe dances
I obferved a foldier’s wife, from the north
of Tweed, gazing with curiofity.and aftonifh-
ment, amidft the throng: and fecing - her
. .features marked with diffatisfaltion and fur-
- prize, Fafked her what the thought of the
African dance. “0Qot,” faid the “ tis an unco
way o fpending the fabkath night.”—And on
my afking her if there were any as pretty .
woman in the Highlands of Scotland, fhe,
inftantly, replied ¢ wbetber or mot—ibey
Jfmell better.”

Prefently a foldier pafling that way,

and obferving the dance, afked a mulatto wko

' was ftanding by, for a cud of tobacco, and
twifting it between his lower lip and his
teeth, forced his way through the crowd,
into the middle of the ring; and there pla-
cing himfelf, betwen the negro and the girl
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who were dancing, fet the nymph in African
ftep and figure. Wowiki was refponfive and .
- they danced, cordially, together; but foon
finithed by footing it, in quick ftep, from the °
ring, happily enfolded in each others’ arms ;

to the great difzppointment of poor Sambo,
" who, no doubt, thought to regain his part-
ner as foon as the foldier had grown tired in-
the dance. '

Near this merry green happened a fad
fracas between a_negro man and woman, in
confequence of gaming ; which is a very pre-
vailing paffion among the blacks. The wo-
man had won from the man three dollars, and " .
fome words having arifen between them, a
fcuffle enfued, in which the man had torn off
the few clothes, that covered the ebon dame,
and expofed her, in nakednefs, to the
crowd. She, in return, tore and mal-treated
his breeches ; and the difpute now was whe-
ther the woman, having been the fuccefsful.
adventurer, ought not to make reparation
for the further injury fhe had committed.:
The man exclaimed, with fad violence, re-

garding the additional lofs, fuftained by the
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deftru@ion of his indifpenfible apparel. The
woman, putting all fuccefs at play out of the
queftion, infifted thit fhe was the injured
party, from having her petticoat ruined, and
being expofed, in nudity, to the multitude.

At length a refpe@able looking, and
decently drefled negro, who chanced to pafs
that way, kindly undertook to fettle this
important broil ; and we obferved that much
deference was paid to his opinion ; but
I am not fatisfied that he alted quite the
part of an upright and impartial judge,—
- certainly his opinion was not fraught with
gallantry, for having no eye of pity towards
the diftrefled, and naked nymph, he decided
that a hole in the cwlottes was an evil of
greater magnitude than a rent in the petsi-
coat, and accordingly decreed that Penelope
thould forfeit half a dollar to Caffandro, for
taking him by the breeches.

Having led you to the merry fong, and
fprightly dance of the flaves, let me now con-
du@& you to their bed of death. Seeing a
crowd in one of the ftreets, and obferving-a
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kind of proceffion, we followed the multi-
tude, and foon found ourfelves in the train
of a negro funeral. Withing to witnefs the
ceremony of interment we proceeded to the
burial ground, with the throng. The corpfe
was conveyed in a neat fmall -hearfe, drawn
by one horfe. Six boys, twelve men, and
forty-eight women walked behind, in pairs,
as followers, but I cannot fay as deeply afflic-
ted mourners, The females were neatly
clad, for the occafion, and moftly in white.
Grief and lamentations were not among
them: nor was even the femblance thereof
aflumed. No folemn dirge was heard—no
deep-founding bell was tolled—no fearful
filence held. It feemed a period of mirth
and joy. Inftead of weeping and bewailing,
the followers jumped and fported, as they
pafled along, and talked and laughed, with
each other, in high feftivity. The proceffion
was clofed by five robuft negro fithermen,
who followed behind playing antic gambols,
and dancing all the way to the grave.

At the gate of the burying ground the
corpfe was taken from the hearfe, and borne
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by eight negroes, not upon their fhoulders, but
upon four clean white napkins placed under
the coffin. .The body was committed to the
grave, immediately, on reaching it, without
ecither prayer or ceremony; and the cof-
fin, dire@tly, covered with earth. In doing
this, much decent attention was obferved.
The mould was not fhovelled in roughly
with the fpade, almoft difturbing the dead,
with the rattling of ftones and bones upon
the coffin, but was firlt put into a batket,
and then carefully emptied into the grave;
an obfervance which ‘might be adopted in’
England very much to the comfort of the
afflicted friends of the deceafed.

During this procefs an old ‘negro wo-
man chanted an African air, and the mul-
titude joined her in the chorus. It was not
in the ftrain of a hymn, or folemn re-
quiem, but was loud and lively, in unifon
with the other gaieties of the occafion. -

| Many were laughing and fporting the
whole time with the fithermen, who danced
and. gambolled, during the ‘ceremony, upon.
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the neighbouring graves. From the mo-
ment the coffin was committed to the earth,
nothing of order was maintained by the
party. The attendants difperfed in various
dire@ions, retiring, or remaining, during the
filling up of the grave, as inclination feemed

to lead. o

When the whole of the earth was res
placed feveral of the women, who had ftaid
to chant, in merry fong, over poor Jenny’s
clay, took up a handful of the mould, and

- threw it down again upon the grave of
their departed friend, as the finithing of the
ceremony, crying aloud * God blefs you,
Fenny ! good-by! remember me to all friends
£ other fide of the fea, Fenny! Tell ’em me
come foon ! Good-by, Fenny, good-by! Seé for
Jend me good - - - - to-night, Fenny! Good-bys
good night, Fenny, good-by!” All this was
uttered in mirth and laughter, and accompanied
with attitudes and gefticulations expreffive of
any thing but forrow or fadnefs.

From the grave-digger we learned that
poor Jerny had been a wafherwoman, and
VoL 1. T '

™,
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that the females who had, {o merrily, found-
ed her requiem, had been her fud-affociates.
They had full faith in Jenny’s tran{mi-
gration to, meet her friends, at her place of
nativity; and their perfuafion that death was
only a removal from their prefent to their
‘former home—a mere change from a ftate
of flavery to a flate of freedom—did not
bartly alleviate, but wholly prevented the
natural grief and affliGtion arifing from the
lofs of a friend. They cenfidently expedted
to hear from poor- Jenny, or to know her in-
_ fluence, in the way they moft defired, before
morning. o

"The faith of thefe poor ignorant flaves,
-regarding a happy tranfmigration, after death,
would feem calculated to lead them to the crime
of fuicide ; and, accordingly, this effe& of their
~ fuperfition is faid not to have been unfrequent
~ among them. A tale is told of a fingular reme-
dy having been pradifed againft this fatal ex-
pedient of the negroes. Several individuals
of a gang having hanged themfelves to efcape
from a cruel mafter, and others being about
to avoid his {everities by fimilar means, he
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prevented them, by the happy expedient of
threatening to hang himfelf, alfo, and to
tranfmigrate, with them, carrying the whip *
in his hand, into their own.country ; where
he would punifh them ten times more fe-
verely than he had hitherto done. The ftra-
tagem is faid to have fucceeded. Finding
they could not, thus, efcape from the tyran-
nic lafh, they refolved, rather than receive
difgraceful ftripes among their African friends, -
to continue their exiftence under all the hard-

fhips of flavery.

T2
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LETTER XXIV.

Author and bis comrades receive kind attentions from Mr. B.
Hinde. Make a vifit to Dr. Hinde. General face of
the country above Bridge-Town. The party at Dr.
Hinde's witnefs the proce[s of making rum and fugar.
‘Slaves employed as runnuing footmen. Four women feen
toiling in a cane-field with a man holding a whip at

* their backs. Dr. Cleghorn and the Author continue their
walking exereife. Meet with trees of the poifonous man-
chineel—alfo gf' the fea-grape. A coco-nut grove. Hof=

" pitality of a planter. A happy negro-yard. Mode of
wafbing linen at Barbadoes. :

Barbadoes, Feb. \7 9%

Havixe fatigued you, in my late letters,
with tedious notes, concerning the flaves and
their cuftoms, I feel happy to have it in my
power to introduce you to the fociety of
their .mafters. Through the friendly me-
dium of Mr. Benjamin Hinde, a merchant
of great refpeability in Bridge-Town, we
have been made known to feveral gentlemen
who refide in the country, and are of im-
portance in the ifland: and who, in liberal
and friendly hofpitality, offer us the means
of feeing the whole of Barbadoes, and of
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witneffing the cuftoms and manners of its
inhabitants. It werc unneceflary to remark’
that this will be a great fource of gratification
to me, and will, even, lead me to rejoice in the
event, while I lament the caufe of our delay.

We have made a ride about four miles
into the country, to dine with one of our
profeflional brethren, Dr. Hinde, a man of
high acquxrements, and found knowledge,
'He was educated in England, and remained
many years, in the profecution of his ftudies,
at Cambridge. Until lately he employed him-
felf in the practice of medicine, at Bridge-
Town ; but he has, now, in great part, retired:
from the fatigues of medical occupation, to
engage in the more genial, and more lucrative
employment of a planter. To the inhabitants
of the town this is a fevere lofs; and they,
juftly, lament the abfence of a man not lefs
endeared to them by his private worth, and

urbanity, than by his eminent profeffional
talents.

We very much enjoyed the ride to the
do&or’s eftate ; which is fituated upon much

T3
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higher ground than the immediate environs
* of Bridge-Town ; the country rifing towards
the interior. of the ifland, in elevated ranges
of diftin& table-land. At one fpot we afcend-
ed by a very fteep road, and, having reached
the fummit of the declivity, there found our-
felves again upon an extenfive plain. Soon
afterwards we came to another rocky preci-
pice, and having mounted this, by a path
of difficult afcent, we arrived upon another,
and ftill higher range of table-land. From
~ the points of thefe fudden elevations we com-
~“manded very extenfive and delightful views
. of the country below, of Bridge-Town, of the
" fea, and of the fhipping in Carlifle Bay.

The land is cultivated in open field—

hedges, walls, and all the ufual fences feem
to be unknown; nor does the eye difcover
any diftin& feparation of the different eftates ;
but it ranges, uninterrupted, over a wide-
“extended furface, richly fpread with the
various productions of a tropical foil, and
pleafantly interfperfed with the manfions of
" the whites, and the huts of the negroes. Cot-
ton, pigeon peas, and Guinea corn, conftitute

|
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the great produce of this part of the ifland.
Some fields of aloes, and of plantains, were
alfo feen: but there appeared a degree of
nakednefs from the want of wood, of which
there is not a fufficiency to give a general
richnefs to the landfcape, although about the
-great Backra-houfes there are feveral fine
groves of the coco-nut and the majeftic
mountain-cabbage trees.

‘We arrived about two o’clock, having
“made our ride in the firongeft heat of the
day ; but from the purity and frefhnefs of
the air, and from the country being more
elevated, as we advanced, we felt no degree
of languor or oppreflion, from a full ex-
pofure to the fun. At the do&or’s houfe,
in confequence of the fituation and con-
ftru@tion of the building, we felt it cooler
than either in Bridge-Town, or Carlifle Bay.
The party at dinner confifted of eight ladies,
and fourteen gentlemen; the attendants were
alfo numerous, 'yet, notwithftanding the num-
ber of perfons in the room, and the many
fmoking difhes on the table, the fteady per-
flation of the breeze kept us fufficiently cool.

T4
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The day pafled moft pleafantly :—all was:
harmony and good cheer. The hofpitality
which fpread the feaft, enriched its flavor,
and the entertainment was highly graced
by the urbanity and attentive politenefs of
the do&or and his lady.  On our way back to-
Bridge-Town, in the evening, we perceived
the air to be more clofe and oppreflive,
and the heat greater a8 we defcended from
each plain of table-land; fo that the dif-
ference we felt between breathing in the
town, and in the cool breeze of the country:
w3s very ftriking, and led. us to felicitate.
the do&or ‘in having fo advantageoufly ex-
- changed phyfic for fugar—the confined ftreets.
, of the town for the open hills of the country.

It was the feafon of cutting the canés,
and Dr. Hinde, kindly attentive to our gra-
tification, had contrived that ‘the works
thould be going, in order that we might wit-
~ nefs the method by which the faccharine
juice is feparated. from the canes, and after-
wards prepared into fugar. We alfo vifited
the diftilling houfe, and infpected the ap-
paratus for making the rum ; hence, we had:
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this day, an.opportunity of witnefling the
progreflive fteps from the cutting of the
canes, to the converting of their juice into fugar
and rum. At fome more leifure moment,
perhaps, I may note for you the whole of
the procefs. |

We made our excurfion in fingle-horfe
chaifes, like thofe, with leather tops, ufed in
England ; from which they only differ by
having the leather, at the fides and the back,
made to roll up, and let down at pleafure,
for the twofold purpofe of admitting the air,.
and excluding the rain. We were attended
by flaves as running footmen, whofe duty it
was to travel as faft as we did, and to be in
readinefs to hold the bridles, or ftand at the
horfes’ heads, at any fpot where we might,
chance to alight, or to paufe. They were
equal in number to our horfes, but as we
were unaccuftomed both to running foot-
men, and to {laves, we had ftrong feelings of
compun&ion refpe&ing thefe pedeftrian pa-
ges ; and from feeing them run, and pant, and
broil, exp_oféd to the mid-day heat of a tropical
{un, merely for our eafe and pleafure, it be-
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. ¢ame fo painfully annoying to us that we loft

all fenfe of comfort and enjoyment: Dr.
- Cleghorn and myfelf, therefore, ftopped to
defire that they would get up, alternately,
and ride behind our chaife. Two of them,
only, accepted the offer—all the others con-
tinued to walk or run throughout the journey.

~ Upon our mentioning to.the gentlemen
of the ifland our uneafy feelings refpeing
thefe fable attendants, they f{miled .at our
European tendernefs, and affured us that fo
far from it being a fatigue or hardfhip to
them, they always hailed fuch an excurfion
as a holiday, and preferred it to remaining
quietly at home. We could not, for an in- .
Rant, difpute the information; but from
knowing that fuch violent exercife, under
fuch exceflive heat, muft have been fatal to
ourfelves, and not being enough Weft In-
dians to know how very differently it af-
fe@ed the negroes, we could not regard them
without fuffering ftrong feelings of mal-aife.

At one fpot, in the courfe of our ride,
we had our attention arrefted by obferving
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a party of four, almoft naked, females worke
ing in a cane-field, Curiofity would not al-
low us to pafs on without devoting to them
a moment of particular regard. We, there-
fore, went a little off the road to ‘approach
them nearer; when we found that they
were labouring with the hoe, to dig, or
cut up the ground, preparatory to the plan=-
ting of fugar ; and that a ftout robuft-looking
man, apparently white, was following them,
holding a whip at their backs. Obferving
that he was the only one of the party who was
idle, we inquired why he did not partake of
the tafk, and were told, in reply, that it was
not his bufinefs—that he had only to keep
the women at work, and to make them feel -
the weight of. the whip if they grew 1dle, or
relaxed from their labour.

Impulfive nature flufhed at this -infor-
mation, and we felt fhocked and indignant,
at feing a man, apparently, ftrong enough to
do as much work as the whole of the four, em-
ployed in the fole occupation of brandifhing

the whip over thefe poor degraded females.
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Reverting to the prote@ion demanded from "
us, by the tender fex, we forgot for a mo-

ment, all the circumftances of the country
we were in, and, indulging in a train
of European fentiments, could not refrain
from rebuking the man: and although re-
'ﬁc&ion. whifpered  be is but on duty,” 1
confefs that I muft remain long in a land of
flavery, before I can witnefs fuch a fcene,
without feeling a firong imqulfe to take the
whip from the fellow’s hand, and lay the
lath acrofs his fhoulders, until he fhall relieve
‘the women, by, at leaft, partaking of their
toil, |

Notwithftanding the alarm of our Bar-
badoes acquaintance, Dr. Cleghorn and my-
{elf continue our walks, by rambling about the
fields, and the paths, in the environs of Bridge-
Town, at an-early hour of the morning: and,
- perhaps, we  do not feel more fatigue than
we might experience from the fame degree of
exercife in Europe. 'We, lately, walked from
6 to 9 o’clock, and if you had the opportunity
of - confulting our flately mulatto attendant, at

1
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Mary Bella Green’s, you would learn that

we exhibited no marks of a decreafed appetite
at breakfaft-time.

Near the fea we were prote&ed from
the great force of the fun by the fhade of
trees whofe leaves and trunk very much re-
fembled the common pear tree of England,
but whofe fruit was, in form, a corre& like-
nefs of the apple. 'We knew not that it was
forbidden, but had enough of caution not to
tafte itt. However I gatheréd a {mall branch,
bearing fruit and leaves, and put into my
pocket as a fpecimen, from which we might

afcertain what tree it was, Prefently after-
wards we met a negro, and upon our fhew-

ing it to him, and afking its name, he, in-
ftantly, exclaimed with all the impulfe of
alarm, “ A4b, Maffa, dat posfon—dat no good
Jor nbyaam—dat daamm manchineel, Mafa.”
Finding that I had foftered a ferpent, I di.
reQtly threw away every leaf, and every
- apple; but I difcovered that, like other
infidious foes, manchineel had quickly dif-
fufed its poifon, and I afterwards {marted
for my curiofity. Either my handkerchief,
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or my gloves had imbibed ‘the ofi:ufive par-
. ticles and from having incautioufly ufed them,
my lips and face burnt for many hours after,
with all the fcorchings of cantharidiftical acri-
mony ; alfo from their having reached the
tongue and fauces I was brought into a copious
~ falivation, and, throughout the morning,
my mouth and throat were much fwelled, .
and throbbed with fiery heat.

Near the fea we faw likewife fome other
trees, bearing a fruit very like grapes,—but
experience of the manchineel made us cau-
tious in‘gathcring further fpecimens of tro-
pical produ&ion. Some negroes whom we
met informed us that they were called fea-
grapes, and were ufed as fruit: upon which
we ventured to gather a few of them,
and found that they were of pleafant flavor.
In the courfe of the fame walk we met with
a fine avenue of coco-nut trees, bordered
with the aloe and the plantain. This was
not to be refifted. We could not forego the
pleafure of exploring the extent of this de-
lightful {hade, and, therefore, proceeded to
its utmoft depth; when we found that it led to
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a gentleman’s houfe; from which, as we
approached, the lord of the manfion came
out to bid us welcome, and to tender us the
civilities of hofpitality. We accepted the
very grateful refrefhment of a fine thaddock,
pulled frefh from the tree, and the gentle-
man, kindly, condu@ed us to the planta'i'n
ground, the negro yard, and different parts
of the houfe and eftate.

We had, before, feen many negro huts,
fome fhaded by the fea-grape, fome fheltered
by the broad and balmy leaf of the plantain,
fome prote@ed by the umbrageous coco-nut,
and fome ftanding amidft the open fields, .
expofed to the full ardor of the fun ; but all
thefe were of a mean order, ftraggling, and
difperfed, and bearing no kind of refemblance
to the colle@tive abode, conftructed for the
flaves of this eftate.

It is common at the plantations to allota
fmall picce of ground, at 'a fhort diftance
from the houfe, to the ufe of the negroes, and
thisis called the negro-yard. Here the flaves

N -
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are allowed to build themfelves fmall huts to

live in, but they are, commonly, of very coarfe

conftrution, and are dark, clofe, and fmoky.

At the eftate I now fpeak of, a circular piece

of ground had beenappropriated as the negro-

yard, but infiead of the flaves being left

to conftru& their own habitations, fixteen

very neat and uniform cabins have been

ere&ted of wood, and well roofed with fhin-

gles *. Placed in eight divifions they form a |
hollow o&agon, a free opening being left for

the breeze at one end of each hut. In the

centre of the ofagon is built a common

kitchen, which ferves for all the fixteen

families. = The huts are neat, and the

whole premifes wear an air of order, and of.
cleanlinefs, not common to the abode of

flaves. '

We contemplated this fpot with much -
fatisfation, and were gratified in obferving
the high degree of attention, which was. here
given ‘to the comfort and ' accommodation
of the negroes ; who had little caufe to lament

* Wooden tiles:



v -

289

their removal from the wild woods of af - ’

oppofite fhore; and could as little defire to
change their prefent lot for the high-rated
freedom of European paupers.

This happy negro-yard forms, as it =
were, a little viilage of fixteen families, all
of whom may. affemble, each evening, after
the labour of the day, to join in the merry
dance, or to fmoke and fing together, free from
every care. No thought have they how to
provide for their infants, or their aged parents
—nor have they to feek either food, habitation,
or apparel. To each family is allotted a'fe-
parate, and to all a common home ; the necef-
fary food and clothing are iffued to them ; and
they know none of the anxtouscares or difficul- |
ties of the world. No fearful concern, nor ha-
rafling incumbrance can arife to them on ac-
count of their offspring, who, like themfelves,
" are furnithed with all that is needful ; and thofe
who have moft children find themfelves moft
valued and efteemed. In ﬁé:kne_’f's,“,inedic':él
attendance is provided for them, and Whag_;-
- ever ‘is neceffary is ‘adminiftered, without
thought or anxiety, on their own behalf,

'YOL. L. S '
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Thus are they guarded, at every avenue,
againft the approach of want and care. Six
days labour is demanded from themin the
week ; but the fabbath is given them as a day
_of reft and relaxation ; and, from the total ab-
fence of care, it is ufually fpent in unbounded
mirth and feftivity. -

_ In the courfe of our walks we have met

, with another wathing party, and as you de-

fire to know all that occurs, whether of much

or little importance, I may tell you that, in

this operation of cleaning, our linen is here

beaten and rubbed, and fcrubbed to pieces in

a moftunmerciful manner, and, after all, with-
out being made, even, tolerably clean.

The following is the procefs employed ;
the linen is firft put into a tub, and rubbed
through fome water, then it is taken out and
dprinkled with fand, previous to being prefled

. and beaten with a piece of wood, upon a
.. coarfe large ftone, by the fide of the river; after
~ which it is rubbed out in the open fiream.
Next it is fprinkled with the fine white fand -
of the thore, and fpread out by the fea to
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whiten ; then it receives another dipping in
water, and, finally, is rinced out in the run-
ning ftream of the river. From the rough
‘treatment it undergoes, it feldom comes home
without being torn into various rents and
.holes. The demand made for this rude
“cleaning is @ i for each piece, without any
regard to its fize, or the labour required. A
dozen fhirts. ate wathed for fwelve bits, or,
‘according to .our coin, for twelve fixpences,

and for the wafthing of a dozen pocket~’ /

handKerchiefs we pay the fame.

va:
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LETTER' XXV.

Autbor and bis comsades make an excurfon to Col. Wil
" liams's. Cuftom of riding with a fugar cane. Soil of -
Barbadoes. Piflurefque fcenery of the diftrict called Scot-
land, < Sweet JSbades” of Turner’s-ball wood.  Boiling

or inflammable fpring. Barbadoes-Tar. Lemons left to
_Jall _under the trees, like cvabs. Mountain cabboge-
-tree. View from Mount Hilloughty. A4 ¢ runaway
eflate A golden orchard.” A < focial rock”  Craye
JJb foup, and Centurian Oranges. Evening ride to Bridge-
Town. Running flaves the only alloy to a moff delightful
excurfion. Belfaft tranfport captured by the enemy. . Trees,
_ plants, and fruits, of Barbadoes. Remarks concerning

the cultivation and flavor of pines.

_ / Barbadoes,'l"'.cbs
Wk have made another very delightful ex-
curfion, and find this little ifland more inter-
'eﬁing and piGurefque than my pen can tell
you. Being invited to form a party to the
plantation of Col. Williams, and to go very
. early, in order that we might extend our ride
to fome of the moft beautiful fpots of the
ifland, before dinner, Cleghorn, Mafter, and

' A
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myfelf rofe very early,-and left the thip at
5 o’clock, On arriving at Bridge Town we
found flaves, horfes and every neceffary, for
the excurfion, provided by the friendly atten-
tion of Mr. B. Hinde, under whofe guidance
we placed ourfelves for the journey.

We went to the houfe of his brother
before breakfaft, where we found the table
fpread, and the doGtor waiting to receive us,
and prepared to join the party ; as was alfo
Mr.. Abel Hinde, another of his brothers.
After amply fatisfying our morning appetites,
we proceeded towards Col. Williams’s, which
is fome miles further in the country. The fun
had become more powerful than we had felt
it on our way from Bridge-Town to the-doc-
tor’s; but we gradually afcended to higher

land, and coming inte a mountainous part
of the country, we foundthe}breeze fufficiently
firong to prevent all fenfe of languor or op-
preflion. | )

A little before we reached the abode of
Col. Williams, we paffed through afield
where a large gang of negroes was employed

U3
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in cutting canes. This proved a feafonable re-
frefhment to us, for we had grown thxrﬁy,
and were glad to adopt the Barbadoes cuftom
of giving our whips to the flaves, and taking
fugar canes to ride with—fucking one end to
quench our thirft, while we beat on our
horfes with the other.

Thus equipped, we prefently arrived at
the dwelling of the owner of the canes, faluting
him with the ftaffs of fugar in our hands,
which we had juft taken from his field. He
greeted us very cordially, invited us to alight,
and, perceiving that fome of us were ftrangers,
conducted us to the works, to fhew us the
procefs of making the fugar. ‘While: looking
- at the {ugar-works, we were joined by Col,
Williams, who had rode out thus far, to meet
‘us; and our party. bemg now complete, we '
proceeded to a moft romantic and beautiful

part of the ifland, called Scotland,

- Near Bridge-Town we obferved that the

{oil was of rich black earth, but not of great

depth, being in many places only thinly fpread

upon calcareous rocks, which are formed
&
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moltly of madripores. Further in the coun-
try the earth is of a reddifh caft, and evidently
argillaceous. 'This is broken, by cultivation,
into fine mould ; and the foil is deeper, though
lefs rich, than that near to the Town. - '

In fome divifions of the part of the
country called Scotland the land is white;
and pieces of earth have, here, been found
fo hardened as to bear the knife or chiffel,
and it has been poffible to mark, or write with
them, as with chalk; and hence one fpot
has been denominated chalk-eftate : but the
‘name is founded in error, for the foil is not
calcareous : it is argillaceous, and being har-'
dened by the evaporation of  its aqueous
parts, the earth is rendered white by expofure
to the weather, The diftri@ of Scotland
~ comprehengds the whole of the parith of
St. Andrew, and part of two other paﬁihés-—
the tutelar faint contributing in larger pro-
portion than both the others.

This part of the ifland is uncommonly
pi&turefque, and comprehends a very grand
and interefting variety of {cenery, With the

U4 : -
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rude ftupendous irregularity, and the dark
thades of the Alps, and the romantic wild-
pefs of the mountains of Wales or Scot-
land, it combines the gentle but lively variety
of the foft and flowing furface of England :
and, together with thefe, it offers wide views
of the encircling ocean, the fhipping at fea
and in the harbour, and all the rich luxuriance
of tropical vegetation.

The particular fpot from whence this
patt of the ifland would feem to have deriv-
ed its name, is raifed in rogged cliffs, and
broken uncultivated fummits, forming a rude
contraft to the high fertility of the wallies,
and the bottoms of the hills. Neighbouring
mountains, yet more lofty than thefe barren
cliffs, tower around, clothed with rich ver-
dure; and the great variety of the fcene is
further increafed by the umbrageous foliage
and diverfified tints of Turner’s-hall wood,
—the moft extenfive, and the oldeft foreft
in the ifland.

After being long expofed to the feorch-
_ing fun, in contemplating the many beauties

d
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of this {weet neighbourhood, we paffed over
- rough and rugged roads, along crooked nar-
‘row paths, up fteep mountains, and- down
rapid defcents, into the'deep gloom of the
foreft ; where the change of fcene was no lefs-
Pmkmg, than the coolnefs of the temperature
was refrefhing and grateful. Literally might
thefe be called faeet fhades , for they not only
offered the proteGtion we courted, but like~.
~ wife contributed the refrefhment of - oranges
and lemons to quench our thirft, and further
regaled us with the fragrance of odoriferous
fhrubs and plants. ‘

Nor was this all, for the cool retreats of
the foreft miniftered fill more bountifully
to the pleafures of this charming excurfionj; .
which was equally calculated to amufe the
traveller, and to gratify the naturalift, and’
the philofopher. Faftidious, indeed, muft he
have been,—nor would you, my friend, have
envied him the apathy of his feelings, who .

could‘not be amufed, nor find fubje@s for
* his contemplation in fuch a tour. No fuch
travellers were of our party—all were amufed
~all delighted and gratified.. ‘We, who were
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ftrangers dwelt on every fcene with rapture ;
and our kind friends, to whom the whole
was familiar, exprefled new delight in ad-
miniering, fo amply, to our gratification.

The cool thelter of the foreft was derived
from the mountain-cabbage, from large ce-
dars, and from others of the oldeft and
fineft trees of the ifland. Amidft thefe thades
" we defcended to a narrow gully, between

two mountains, to fee one of the great -
" ¢uriofities—one of the reported phznomena

of Barbadoes— a boiling fpring !’ On ap-
proaching the fpot, we came to a {mall hut
in which was living an old black womap,
who employed herfelf as a guide to exhibit,
~ under a kind of necromantic procefs, all the
details of this boiling and burning fountain.
Theold dame, bearing in her hand alighted ta-
 per, andtaking with her an empty ealabath, and
all the other neceffary apparatus of her office,
led the way from the hut down to the fpring.
In a ftill, and moft fecluded fituation, we came
to a hole, or fmall pit filled with water, which
was bubbling up in boiling motion, and paur-
ing, from its receptacle, down a narrow chans
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nel of the gully. Here our fable forcerefs, in
all the filene and folemnity of magic, placing
the light at her fide, fell down upon her
knees, and, with her calabath, emptied all .
the water out of the hole, then, immerfing
the taper in the deep void, fhe fuddenly fet
the whole pit'in a flame; when fhe inftantly
jumped upon her legs, and looked fignificantly
round, as if anxious to catch the furprife ex-
prefled upon our countenances, from the
workings of her witchcraft. ‘The taper being
removed, the empty fpace continued to burn
with a foft lambent flame, without the ap-
pearance of ary thing to fupport the com-
buftion. We obferved freth water flowly
diftilling into the pit, from the earth at its
fides, and dropping to the bottom ; and as this
increafed in quantity, it raifed the flame
higher and higher in the pit, fupporting it
upon .its furface, and conveying the ap-
pearance of the water itfelf being on fire;
. although it was very clear and pure, and not
fpread with any oily or bituminous matter.

When the water had rifen to a certain height,

the flame became fecble, then gradually de- -
clined, and prefently was extin@ The
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water was now feen to boil and bubble as be-
- forg, and, -foon overflowing the pit, refurned
its courfe down the narrow channel of the
gully, and all was reftored to 'the ftate in
which we had found it. ~ - .

You will, before this, have difcovered
‘that the water was cold, and that the boiling
and” burning of  this fiery deep ‘was only the
effe of inflammable gas, which, efcaping
from the bowels of the carth, and rifing from
the bottom of the pit, fupported the flame
wlhien it was empty, and, bubbling through
it, when it was filled with water, gave it the
appearance of a boiling fpring. During the
combuftion, the fmell of the inflammable air
was very powerful.

In the ftones and foil, in the very rocks
~ and roads, we traced the origin of this phzno-
‘menon of nature. Afphaltic produions
abounded on every quarter: and, upon inquiry,
we found that we were in the very part of
the country which produces the celebrated
Barbadoes ‘tar ; the {mell of which faluted us
as we rode along ; and we even faw it diftil-
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ling from the hills of hardened clay, and like-
wife ifluing from the rocks at the fides of
the road. The argillaceous foil of this neigh-"
bourhood is every where ftrongly impreg=
nated with bitumen, in which you will rea~

dily perceive the orlgm of the « boxhng,
or inflammable fprmg

We were next condu@&ed to feveral
fpots, amidft the rough and wooded moun-
tains, where'we faw the tar iffuing copioufly
_ into pi_ts‘frorﬁ the earth, and witnefled the
" mode of colle@ing it. So plentiful is it
* in this part of the country, that it may be
procured from any hole dug deep enough
to contain water ; for when fmall openings
are made in the earth, and water has
flowed into them, the petroleum exuding from

around accumu]a;es and floats in a-thick coat =

upon the furface. The mode of colle&ing
it is by laying the palm of the hand flat upon
the water, and then fcraping off the tar, which
adheres to 'it, upon the edge of a bafon or a
calabafh, repeating the dipping and fcraping
until the furface of the water is. entirely -
cleared of its bituminous coating. ~After a
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few days the water is again covered, and

more of the tar may be colle@ted in a fimilar
manner. '

To reach thefe p’its of tar we were ob-
liged to fcramble, on foot, thrqugh deep and
mountainous woods, and by way of narrow
rugged paths ; leaving our flaves and horfes
to go round and meet us at a diftant féot
below. Near the pits were growing great
numbers of lemon trees, whofe fruit, like the
crabs of the Englith hedges, having fallen

.from its branches, lay in heaps, unheceded,
. under the trees. -

'In the part of the wood where we faw
the inflammable fpring were great numbers
of mountain cabbage trees, which were faid
‘to be of a peculiar kind, and different from
" all others in the ifland. This magnificent
~ palm is unqueftionably the fineft tree that
! grovys; From words, or drawings, you can
only colle® an imperfe&t idea of it.. To
comprehend its fine fymmetry, its grandeur,
and ‘majeftic loftinefs, it muft be feen. Its
- trunk is very fmooth, and almoft regularly
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cylindrical, rifing into a fuperb and flately
pillar, refembling a well-hewn column of
ftone. At the bafe its circumference is fome-
what greater than at any other part, yet
leflening fo gradually, upwards, as to preferve
the moft juft and accurate proportion. Not
a fingle branch, nor even the flighteft twig,

- interrupts the general harmony of the trunk,
which often rifes, in a’ corre@ perpendicular,
to the height of from fixty to a hundred feet, -
and then fpreads its palmated foliage into a.
wide and beautifully radiated circle. Branches
it has none, but the fine expanfive leaves,
fhooting immediately from the fummit of
the ftately trunk, extend around it, crowning,
and, as it were, prote@ing the mafly column,
in form of a full expanded umbrella.

It will perhaps occur to you that our
noble Englith cak, with all its rude and
crooked limbs, muft be-a more piGurefque
obje&. So it is, and fo is likewife the wide-
fpreading filk-cotton : but the loftinefs, the
ftately grandeur, the exa& proportion, and
the deep-fhading foliage of the mountain- -
‘cabbage are unequalled, and, in their happy”
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combination, crown this tree the king of

the foreff—the moft exalted of the vegetable
world.

When planted in avenues, it forms a
grand and impofing approach to a dwelling,
conveying an air of greatnefs to the manfion
‘itadorns. It grows, free from decay, to a very
old age, but cannot be converted to the ufe-
ful purpofes of timber. It is a tree”of ﬁate,
calculated to enrich, and augment the magni-
ficence of a palace : nor let it detra& from its
majeflic qualities to know that, after all, it is
but-----2 cabbage tree! Tts lofieft fume
mit is a fpiral fucculent thoot, the fides of
which, by gradually and fucceffively unfold-
ing, 'form the fine wide-fpreading foliage.
Before this opens, to expand itfelf around, it
is a congeries of young and ténder leaves, and-
is often boiled and brought to table as'a cab-'
bage, of which itis the very beft kind I ever
remember to have tafted. It is alfo ufed,
without boiling, by way of fallad, and is then.
eaten with oil and vinegar; and fo highly.
'8 it efteemed for thefe culinary purpofes,
that, too often, a very fine tree has been'de-
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voted to the axe, merely becaufe no other

means could be found, of obtaining, from its
towering fummit, this moft excellent cabbage.

" The variety of this tree found near the in-
flammable fpring, differsonlyin havingits thick
tuft of fibrous roots appear feveral feet out
of the ground, looking as if the tree, inftead
' of taking root in the earth, was growing upon
‘another fhort trunk placed under it, as a bafe
or pedeftal, to fupport it from the foil : a cir-

cumftance which would feem to have arifen
* from thefe trees growing upon the fide of a
hill, and the earth being partially wafhed
from their roots by heavy rains. In all other.
refpe@s they arc the fame as the reft of their
fpecies. ’

- After viewing the beauties of Scotland,
and feeing the inflammable {pring, and the tar
pits, we next went to Mount Hilloughby, and
afcended the higheft point of land in the -
ifland ; and, from what I have faid of the
beauties of the part called Scotland, you will
believe that the profped from Hilloughby’s
fummit muft be grand and delighting indeed.

VOL. I. X
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The whole ifland, entircled by the Atlan-
tic ocean, was under the eye, difplaying a
- fcene which comprehended all the variety of
land and fea, of hill and vale, of rude nature
and high cultivation. On one hand were
barren rugged rocks—on the other rich and
. fertile plains. 'Towns, houfes, huts, and fu-
gar-works were feen diftributed about the
ifland; bays and rivulets were before us
opening into the  fea; a large fleet appeared
~ at anchor, with its foreft of mafts intermixed
amidft the buildings of the town ; multitudes
- of thips and boats were failing in all direc~
tions round the coaft ; and the folemn forefts
and painted groves difplayed all the rich fo-
liage of tropical vegetation. To form fuch
a picture would defeat the genius of a Claude,
or defy the bold pencil of a Salvator Rofa.
. It was alfo further enhanced, by the circum-
" ftances under which we faw it; the bﬁght’
tropical fun being, fuddenly, overcaft by a
heavy black cloud ; which, ftealing along the
mountain tops, fo varied the thades and tints
as to give additional effe@ to all the beauties
of the fcene: but while we were devoutly
coptemplating it, this cloud broke upon us in
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all the violence of a pelting ftorm, and drove
us to‘feek fhelterin a neighbouring cottage.

Amidt the variety comprifed in the
view from Hilloughby hill I muft not- forget
_to mention that we faw what is here termed
the * runaway eftate”—which is a tgrﬁtory
of many acres of fine and rich foil, .fo called
from having been removed, at various times,
to a confiderable diftance, by heavy torrents
of rain, or fudden ruptures of the earth. Itis
faid not to be an unfrequent occurrence, in
this ifland, for a large tra@ of land thus to
aflume a change of place ; many examples of .
which are to be feen in the parithes of St.
Andrew and St. Jofeph. Large trecs, plan-
tains, fugar canes, and different crops of
growing produce have been removed with
their foil, and have continued to thrive in
their new fituation, as well as if they had
remained undifturbed,

A very fingular change of crop, and of
foil, is faid to have happened at the eftate of
a Mr. Fofter, where a large portion-of land,
in the pofleflion ‘of a poor tenant near the

b X2 '
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coaft, fuddenly  journied into the fea; and, -
while the unhappy man was béwailing the

lofs, not only of his crop, but likewife of the

“territory on which it was growing, the land of

~ his neighbour, Mr. Fofter, travelled to the

fpot, and brought to him a crop of canes, which

continued to grow quite as well as before

they took their journey.

On cur approach to Col. Williams’s,
we were led into a fine valley of fruits,
which offered us the moft grateful refrefh-
ment that could have prefented itfelf. We
had been long riding in exceffive heat, and
were parching with thirft ; when the Colonel,
without previoufly anhouncing it, condued
us to the point of a hill from which we fudden-
ly viewed a rich and golden orchard below.
Elevated as we were above the narrow gul-
ly in which-the fruits were growing, our
fituation feemed in a degree vexatious and
tantalizing—but the Colonel only tempted
us, to augment our gratification, for we
- quickly defcended, by a fieep and confined
path, into the midft of this region of fweets;
where, had the fruit been prohibited as the

\

4
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fatal apple of our firft parent, it had been
fcarcely poffible we could have refifted the de-
fire- - - of tafling ! Such grateful —fuch delici-
ous refrefhment never before had met our lips !
The oranges were not only fen times better than .
the very beft in the world ; but they were ta-
ken frefh from the tree, and at a moment of
heat and parching thirft which was calculated
to render them fen thoufand times {weeter
then the {weeteft of themfelves! But with-
out any hyperbolical flavor, they were, really,
and in plain fa&, very fuperior toany oranges
I had ever tafted. We gathered and con-
fumed them in dozens, and, after having moft
gratefully allayed our burning thirft, we pro-
ceeded to explorethe extent, and the many ex-
quifite producions of this bounteous orchard,
by whofe delicious fruit, and fragrant odour,
three of our fenfes had been fo fumptuoufly
regaled: indeed I may fay four, for, like
Buffon’s automaton upon gaining his ex-
iftence, we gathered, and experienced a new
fenfe of delight - -- - from feeling the fruit,

The orchard is planted in a narrow

gully between two hills, and is nearly half a
X3
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mile in length. It abounds in the various
fpecies of the orange tribe—oranges, fhad-
docks, limes, lemons, and forbidden fruit
' hanging in the moft inviting profufion. The
banana, the plantain, and divers other fruits
are likewile plenteoufly intermixed. It is
the employment of two negroes conftanly to
attend the orchard and prote& the fruit,
The oranges we moft enjoyed, and which
werq efteemed the beft in the colony, were
from a tree nearly a hundred years ald,
.and the largeft upon the ifland. They were
" fmall, but of moft exquifite flavor. I have
formerly enjoyed oranges even in England,
and bave always held them a fine fruit ;
but after tafting the incomparable produce of
the venerable centurian branch, I fear thofe ta
be met with in Britain will be infipid indeed.—
If you don’t feel a with for tropical thirft, and
fome oranges from the Colonel’s old tree, you .

ought never to know the true flavor of
fruit!

Having made a moft delicious repaft in
the fweet fhaded valley, we again mount-
ed our horfes, and, after a iho\r\t ride, arrived
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at Col. Williams’s houfe. Here we enjoyed
the refrefhment of cold water and a change,
of linen, and having taken a little time to
reft ourfelves, proceeded in great comfort -
to eat our dinners in the open air under the
* focial rock.” Defcending from the houfe by
- a fteep path, we came into the valley, a fhort
diftance from the orchard,‘and paffed under
a large open arch of a rock, which formed
the grand entrance to a fuite of natural
and romantic apartments. A little further in
the gully we came to an excavation called -
the drawing-room ; and, beyond this, under
a . ftupendous and impending part of the
rock, we found a {mooth and level fpot call-
ed the dining-room, which is fufficiently
fpacious to accommodate a hundred people-
Here was placed the hofpitable board, which
is often and liberally fpread by the friendly
Coloneél ; and in this fequeftered fhade were
aflembled chairs, benches, wine, punch, fruit, -
and all that could contribute to the eafe
and comfort of wearied travellers. But, in
truth, we were not of this clafs ; for the gra- .
tification and high miental delight we had .
experienced, had . prevented all fenfe of
X4
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_bodily fatigue from our long and fcorching
ride. )

We dranka glafs of punch, and explored
the deep caverns and various recefles of this
rocky retreat before the dinner was ferved.
About four o’clock we took our feats at table,
having been in almoft conftant exercile from
five in the morning. A hanging rock of ma-
dripores thaded us above and behind ; and, in
the front, we had the breeze of the valley foftly
breaking its way to us through a plantation of
bamboos and fragrant limes, while, immedi-
ately before us, fmoking viands, richwines, and
delicious fruits crowned the board. Having
endeavoured to provoke your thirft for the
oranges of the, valley, I might further urge
your appetite in queft of the cray-fith foup
of the ¢ focial rock,” for I do not know
that I ever tafted any difh fo rich, or of fuch
exquifite flavor. But tell not this to our
friend - - - -- the newly elected alderman, un-
Jefs he can fpare time for a trip to Barbadaes ;
where he might feel compenfated for the
voyage, by feafting upon cray-fith feup, and
centurian oranges under the * focial rock ;-
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or, if thefe thould not fuffice, I might enfure
him an ample reward for his journey, in the
fociety of the hofpitable friends with whom
we partook the feaft.

In the evening the Colonel loaded 1
home with fruits from the archard; but the
party did not feparate until our kind friends
had planned for us a ftill more extenfive ma-
rooning excurfion ; to which I need fcarcely
fay we gave our moft cordial confent. Ourre-
turn to Bridge-Town was peculiarly pleafant :
the moon fhone bright: the heat was me-
- derate, and we had quite the agreeable ride of
an Englith fummer evening. The diftance
is about eight miles, and as we defcended
from the higher to the lower land the air be~
came perceptibly clofer, until, at the town, the
breeze feemed to defest us, and we, no longer,
felt . the cool perflation, which had been fo
grateful to us in the more elevated parts of
the ifland. '

Never, perhaps, did a long and inter-
efting day pafs more pleafantly; nor was
hofpitality ever evinced with more friendly
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uirbanity. No attention was forgotten to ren-
der every thing comfortable and agreeable
to us: no care was omitted to promote or
forward our gratification. It feemed the ob-
je& of all to offer us every poflible accom-
modation, and to bring us acquainted, in the
happieft manner, with the country and its
inhabitants, 'We felt infinitely lefs of fatigue
than might have been expetted, from the
great diftance we had journied, and from the
-~ length of time we were expofed to heay, and
exercife ; and the only alloy which in any
degree interrupted our. enjoyment, throughe-
out this grateful day, was a fenfe of fuffering,
of which we could not wholly diveft ourfelves
concerning the poor flaves, who had to fup-
- port, on foot, the very fame journey which,
in us, was regarded as a furprizing exertion
on horfeback. ¢

In the courfe of the day we repeatedly
made compaffionate appeals to the gen-
tlemen of the ifland concerning them, but
they as conftantly affured us that our pity
was ‘mifplaced, adding that they were ac-
cuftomed to the exercife, and would fuffer
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far lefs fatigue than ourfelves. Still our Eu-
ropecon feelings forced upon us the with
that cicher they had been accommodated with
mules, or we had difpcofed with their at-
tendance ; and it will require a much longer
refidence, amidft this new ‘order of things,

before we fhall be able to perfuade ourfelves
* that our fenfe of difquictude was only a
mxfplaced humanity.

Upon reaching the Lord Sheffield we
experienced fome diminution of our plea-
furable feelings, by hearing that the Belfaft
tranfport, with troops, was taken and Carned |
into Guadalope; which intelligence had
been brought by the captain of an American
{hip, who had been detained by the captors
while they remeoved the prifoners.

* I fhould have told you that in the courfe
of our long ride we had the opportunity of
fecing a very extenfive variety of the vegeta-
ble produ&ions of the tropical world; and
that we met with multitudes of trees; fhrubs,
and plants, that were ‘not befare familiar to
us—and many which were wholly new



316

to our obfervation. Among thofe which
moft attralted. our attention were the pi-
mento, wild cinnamon, ginger, caflia, caflada,
banana, plantain, tamarind, cathew apple,
‘mango, fapadillo, papaw, mammee, fourfop,
goava, grenadillo, water lemon, oranges,:
limes, lemons, fhaddock, forbidden fruit,
the aloe, logwood, mahogany, cedar, and lig-
num vite. The great ftaple produ&ions of
the Weft Indies,—fugar, cotton, and coffee,
were allo brought frequently before the eye,
during this interefting excurfion.

It appeared to us fomewhat remarkable

that, in thewhole extent of our tour, we fhould
not have feen any pines growing, except at one
fpot near Hilloughby hill, where they were re-
gularly planted. as the crop of part of a fugar
field. Thefruit was not ripe; and therefore we
- had no opportunity of comparingits flavor with
-that of the pines of our Englith hot-houfes ;
and, confequently, none of judging whethér -
the cultivation of this plant is one of thofe
circumftances,.as fome have aflerted, in which
art has been made to rival , or even to. furpafs - -
the works of nature. Improbable as this



317

would feem, upon a firft view of the great
perfe@ion of nature’s produ&ions, flill a
further confideration renders it more than
poflible ; for, if animals can be improved by
culture ; if the apple and the cabbage'can be
rendered more ufeful, the pink and the tulip .
' more,beautiful,}by the hand of man'; and, if
the powers of our organs of vifion can be en-
larged by his refearches in the fcience of
optics ; what is there that fhall prevent him
from enriching the flavor of a tropical fruit,
in a temperate climate? It would feem, in-
. deed, to require only an accurate and fteady
"~ attention to the laws, and operations of na-
ture herfelf—not with 'a view to oppofe or
diftort the beautiful harmony of her works—
but to profit of the great leflon fhe fo li-
berally difplays, by direQing, towards the
.one greatobje& of our care, thofe means which
fhe is bufied in fupplying to all. . Her boun-
ty is not confined to one plant, or one animal,
but is unlimited as the univerfe.. It belongs
to her not only tq fofter the fragrant pine
and the honied cane, but with equal care, to
give pungency to capficum, and bitternefs
to thealoe, - '
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If the growth and flavor of a pine de-
pend upon a certain degree of heat and light,
with a due proportion of air and moifture—
all thefe we have in England; and, from
careful obfervation, we may enable ourfelves
to fupply to this, or any other particular
plant, the neceflary quantum of thefe ele-
ments with a more undeviating certainty,
than will commonly be done by nature ; fhe
having to difpenfé her means, not to one root
alone, but to all creation. The particular
degree of moifture neceffary for the pine
might injure the neighbouring coffee—the .
appropriate quantity of air, might not be the
exa& proportion required by the cotton—or
the precife ratio of light and heat might
differ from that demanded by the fugar cane!
But where man commands the difpofal he may
dire& the elements, in due degree, to his exotic
nurfling, and, avoiding the irregularities of
the natural climate, may learn to cultivate,
and to improve, at home, what nature nevet

gave to his native foil,

What a leffon of induftry ishere taught
us, my friend ! How flattering is this fa& to the
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progreflive powers of our fpecies; and how
ftrongly does it invite to their expanfion?
How immenfe, how boundlefs is the field
which it opens.to new gratification and en=
joyment in the government of the vegetable
_ world: and how feducingly does it invite us
to the exercife of thofe talents, which all«
bountiful nature hath fo liberally beftowed
onman! But the fubje& would lead me be-
yond the limits of a letter, however delight-
ful, therefore, I muft not purfue it here.
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LETTER XXVIL

. Conwogs and packet [iill delayed. Single veffels arvive. TLranf-

« ports taken by the enemy.  Inhabitants anxious to have the

. -Broops empleyed.  Sailors defert from the Lord Shef-
- fed. Alarm concerning a boat's crew.  QOars employed -

" as fails. Negroes in flave fbips taught 1o ke ufefid.

- Captains of Guineamen walk on fbore with parties of she

. ﬁ:p: corgo. Book-binding not among the trades of
Barbadoes. Prepnratwm Sfor an excugfion to Hackletor's
diff. The church at Bridge-Town. The fignal code.

.

atbadocs, Feb
WB ftill remain without any accurate in-
telligence refpe@ing the. great body of our
convoy : and, having no tidings of the com=
mander in chief, we continue in equal uncer-
tainty when we may proceed to our original
deftination, at St. Domingo. All here is fuf-"
penfe and anxiety. The folicitude of the
" mercantile world is not lefs than that of the
military. No packet is arrived ; the affairs of
commerce are interrupted ; we have no news
of Europe or the war, and all feems fhut in
ignorance, or abforbed in painful uncertainty. -
Straggling veflels of cur difaftrous fleet con-
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tinue to arrive ; and, from thefe, we catch

with eagernefs, every report, but flill with-

out acquiring any thing fatisfadtory. Some

feparated on one day; fome another; and

fome another : but with refpe& to the actual
flate of the convoy all is ftill enveloped in
doubt and incertitude.

Moft unhappily our difappointment and
our regrets are further augmented by the
painful intelligence of frequent captures be-
ing made by the enemy’s privateers. From
the veflels coming out, in this difperfed and

divided -manfer, the cruifers, from Guada-

lope, are but too fuccefsful, in picking up
numbers of our unarmed, and unprote&ed
tranfports. '

A fhip which arrived this day reports
that the parted from the Admiral and a hun-
dred fail of the convoy, on-the feventh of
January, in latitude 45, longitude 17. This
is received, by fome, as favorable intelligence,
it feeming to firengthen the hope that the
fleet has not been under the neceflity of -

again putting back to Cork, or Spithead.
" But it is now fo long fince the feventh
VOL. I. Y
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of January, and we have known in the
interval fuch violent,—fuch repeated and
long continued gales, that, to'many of us,
this news is equally unfatisfattory as all we
.had heard before. So little does it meet our
hopes, that we have ftill many apprehenfions
left the majority of ‘the convoy may have
been obliged to rewurn to Ireland or to En-
. gland. Between five and fix thoufand troops
have reached Barbadoes in the fhips already
arrived, and the inhabitants of the Iflands
exprefs fad regret and impatience at fee-
"ing fach a body of men remain fo long
unemployed Looking to the fpot moft
in danger, or concerning which they feel
-4 more immediate intereft, they wifh that
to be made fecure, forgetful, that were the
troops to be divided as they might wifh, and
- detached on different fervices, befcre the ar-
rival of the commander in chief, with the
. remainder of the armament, the great obje&

- of the expedition might, thereby, be al-
-together defeated.

Unhappily the fineft feafon is paffing
away—and before the whole army can have
arrived, and be brought into action, the rainy
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‘period will be faft approaching ; but, as many
of the men already here are in a fickly ftate, we -
hope the delay may prove beneficial to them,
by affording them an opportunity of reco-
vering from the ills -of the voyage, and of
their long confinement on board, before they
enter upon the fatigues of the campaign.
They are daily taken on fhore to relieve them
from the clofe atmofphere of the tranfports;
and, from being ‘regularly exercifed, they will
have the advantage of becoming, in fome
degree, acclimates previous to being ordered
.upon a&ual fervice. -

A report is current here that the Spanith
part of the ifland of St. Domingo has refufed
to fubmit to the French; and that the go-
vernor has {fent down to Jamaica to demand’
proteion from the Englith. If fuch be the
fad, it leads to additional regret refpeing
the unfortunate delays of this powerful ar-
mament : a very confiderable part of which
is fuppofed to be deftined for St. Domingo.

We learn from our captain that an
alarming defertion is taking place among the
failors of his fhip. Six have already ab-
: ' Y2 s
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fconded, and the number of our crew is re-
duced to fourteen. This intelligence makes
us apprehenfive left, by the timewe fail for
St. Domingo, we may not have enough hands
to work the fhip. But we are confoled
in the recolle@ion that the friendly trades
will be dire&ly in our favor; and that we
cannot require fo ftrong a fhip’s company
as amidft the terrific, and adverfe gales which
fo long befet us on our pafiage hither,

A fad alarm has fpread th roughout the
harbour, and we have been all in vivid
and anxious concern, refpeting the fate
of twelve men who went out in a flat-bot-
tomed boat to confign to the deep bofom
of the ocean, the body of a deceafed fhip-
mate. Defirous not to throw’ over the
corpfe within the harbour, where it would
be inftantly devoured by the numerous
fharks which infeft the bay, and which we
_ fee almoft daily ftealing round the veflels n
. fearch of prey, they rowed fo far out to fea
as to be unable to pull back again ; and. the
tide being againft them, their heavy boat, not-

- withftanding a]l their efforts to row her
into the harboyy, was fet adrift, and carried

: : : SR
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out into the wide Atlantic, with all hands on
board. The captain finding it long before
his men returned, grew very.apprehenfive
regarding their fafety. A general alarm
fpread throughout the bay; and extending
likewife to the fhore, multitudes foon co-
vered the beach, while the fhrouds, and
yards of the fhips, were thronged with an-
xious crowds looking out for the funeral
party. No boat appeared, and the fears refpect«
ing the perilous fituation of the party becom=
ing univerfal, two fchooners weré difpatched
in fearch of them. Happily the weather
. and the waves were moderate, or the whole
had certainly been loft, for the boat was found
adrift at open fea! Fortunately all the men
were in her, and were brought back in fafety
to the harbour, exprefling themfelves very
thankful for their unexpeted dcliverance
from the jaws of ‘hungry ocean.

‘ A ftrong contraft, to the dangerous fitu=
ation of thefe poor men, was offered in the
repofe of fome other boats® crews, whom we |
perceived fitting at reft in their boats, and fail-
ing about the harbour by means of their
Qa8 ; a cuftom which-we find to be common

Y3
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here ; for we often fee parties of negroes,
boatmen, and failors, fcud indolently about
the bay, employing their oars by way of fails.
They fix the handles of them at the bottom
of the boat, and fetting them up, two on
each fide, with the flat furface to the wind,
colle&t a fufficiency of the breezeto carry the
boat along without the trouble of rowing,

The captains of the Guineamen often re-
lieve their fhips’ company from the duty of
the boat, by training fome of their black cargo
to the ufe of the oar.—Indeed. fo ufeful da
many of the negroes become, during the
_paflage, and the time they are detained on
- board, that their affitance is of much fervice
in working the veflel. We occafionally fee
the mafter of a flave fhip rowed athore by
four of his naked Africans, who appear as
dexterous, in the management of the boat,
as if they had been for years accuftomed to it °

.Often we obferve the captains parading
the ftreets, accompanied by parties of their
prime flaves—apparently with the intention
of exhibiting them to the eye of thé public,
in found ftate and good condition. * This .
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contributes, at the fame time, to the health
and amufement of thefe poor beings, who
feem -delighted at feeling their feet on fhore,
and, in due obedienceto their captain, dance
and frolic as they go along, either in real, or
in well diffembled contentment and happi-
nefs. ‘ '

T made a vifit on fhore this morning
in the intention of leaving fome books to be
bound, which, you will remember, I brought
out, in fheets, from the printer ; but you will
be furprifed to learn that no fuch perfon as
a book-binder could be found in Barbadoes.
We called on Mr. Hinde, and were informed
that, by the affilftance of his friends Meflrs.
Jordan and Maxwell, he had provided horfes
for our intended “ Marooning party” to Hac-
kleton’s Cliff, and the northern coaft of the
ifland ; when, upon our apologizing for be=
ing fo troublefome to him, and his friends,
and obferving that we had fent our fervants
to hire horfes for the journey, he repiied
that no apologies could be neceflary, for it_
would be * quite inconfiftent with Barbadoes
to fuffer ftrangers to have the trouble of pro-
curing horfes, or of feeking, for themfelves,
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the accommodatxons of a country excur=
fion.”

Mr. Hinde accompanied us in our walk
to different parts of the town, and to fee the
church, which is a plain and neat edifice,
built much upon the plan of Greenwich
_chapel; the interior is fitted up with enclofed
feats of cedar, regularly conftru@ed in the
modern ftyle. It is alfo furmfhed with a hand-
fome organ.

The fhip being made our head quarters,
it is a great fource of amufement to.us while
" we remain in harbour, to obferve the differ-
ent fignals made at the flag ftaff, at the en-
trance of the Bay, when any veffels appear
within fight. Indeed the hourly expeQation
of the fleet has made the fignal-ftaff fo much
an obje& of our ftudy, that fcarcely a flag
can be hoifted but we inftantly comprehend
the intelligence it is meant to convey to the
Governor, at Pilgrim, from whence the fig~
‘nals are anfwered. Mafter, in particular, is
become fuch an adept in this fcience, and is
~ fo entirely az fait to the fignal code, that,
. fhould a vacancy occur, during qur continu=:
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ance here, it is propofed to recommend Dr.
Robert Maffer, phyfician to the forces, as a
proper perfon for the appointment of Signal-
Mafter-General, for Catlifle bay, and the
whole of the bays and promontories of his’
Majefty’s ifland of Barbadoes,



330

LETTER XXVIL

- Marooning .excurfion to the windward coaff of Barbadvés.
- Harrifor's Cave. Sugar Hill. joes River.  Unbappy
Jate of the Rev. My. H. its late poffeffor. Bay-houfe. Beer-
Sbeba.  Animal flower. - Hackletow's cliff.  Mules of the

Alps.  Ginger plantation. Colleton eftate.  Urbanity of
Mr. Hollingsworth and family. Codrington college. Coach
Hill. Negroes dine in the open field expsfed o the fun.
Mode of claying fugar. Eccentric manager of Kendalt
eflate. Drax-hall. Barbadoes one of the < Friendly Ifles.”
Spendlove ¢fate.  Hofpitality and benevilence of M. Fobm
Waith. Fat people not uncommon in Barbadoes. Gratie
dude of flaves. Negroprivileges.  Piflurefque fcenery of a
Negro yard. Market bheld on Sunday. Supplied by Ne
groes.  Sprats, lobflers, and milk punch ferved after din-
ner. Mr. Waith, fen. invites the Party to a Barbadoes
Jarmer’s dinner.  Difappointment refpecting Mr. Ellcock’s
botanical collection. Compenfation by recommending it to the
attention of Dr. Wright. General remarks concerning the

excurfion,

Barbadoes, Feb. .27,

WE have made our proje&ted Marooning
excurfion to Hackleton’s Cliff, and the wind-
ward coaft of the ifland, as planned by our
friends at the “focial rock,” and how often,
in the courle of it, did my thoughts wander
_to another friend, wifhing yet one additiom
to the party !
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On the 23d inft. we went off before
fix in the morning to Bridge-Town, where
~ we found flaves, horfes, and every necefs
fary for the journey, provided by the
friendly Mr. Hinde, and in readinefs for our
departure. It was arranged, that we fhould
avail ourfelves of the early part of the day,
N by proceedmg to Col. Williams’s before break-
faft. The morning was dull; the fky’ low-
ered, and it threatened rain; but none fell,
and from the fun being obfcured, the air was
pleafantly cool. '

We rode flowly as far as Dr. Hinde’s,
where we were joined by the Do&or, and Mr.
Abel Hinde, and Mr. Jordan. Upon our
arrival at Col. Williams’s, we found the
breskfaft board moft bounteoufly fpread, and
the Col. prepared to take'an active part in the
expedition, After breakfalling with good
appetite, and being well refted and refrefhed,
we left the “ focial rock,” to purfue our route,
in the true Marooning fpirit of making a .
home whenever we might require it, or
wherefoever we might find it, availing our-
felves of whatever dwelling might prefent
itfelf in our path. The firft obje@ which met
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our attention was within about half a mile
of the Col.’s houfe, where we ftopped to ex-
plore one of the greateft natural curiofities
of the Ifland—a very extenfive fubterraneous
cavern, called “ Harrifon’s Cave.” Its hid-
den mouth opens among the rocks of a deep
narrow gully, between two lofty hills. There
we forfook the world of light, and defcended
foto the dark regions of the earth, in order
to advance to the bottom of the fombre depths
before us.  Our way was intricate and ob-
fcure. . Taking with us three Negroes, with
lights, we defcended by narrow windings, ot
fpacious openings, by broad walks, or narrow
crooked paths, over loofe ftones, or rocky
fteeps. At one moment we found ourfelves
wnder a fine arch or dome, bung with clufters
of petrifations ; at- another we were in a
narrow aifle, whofe walls, and impending
vault, faintly glittered with multiform incruf~
tations, By the fenfes of feeling and hear-
ing, more than by fight, we judged of the
varying uncertainty of our fituation, and ad-
vanced in perilous ftep—now confined, now
in more open fpace, until we reached a fpot
where .we came to a gentle rivulet, foftly
-, ftealing along its fubterrancous bed in a purg
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and cryftal fiream: A few foft rays, gleam«
ing from above, filvered over the furface, and
exhibited all the purity of this limpid cur-
rent, conveying, amidft fome fimilitudes of
fituation and of fcene, precifely the reverfe of
‘the difmal waters of Acheron, which are re«
prefented by the poets_as wandering in the
gloomy dark, where '

Above no fky is feen 3 below
A ‘turbid wave is feen to flow.

But here the fky did appear above, forit .
was feen at a circular opening, cut throngh the
foil and the folid rock, to the depth of thirty
or forty fathoms, and refembled the pale moon,
or the brighter orb of day, divefted of his
fiery rednefs, and his golden beams. The
wave, too, was any thing but turbid ; indeed,
it was fo invitingly clear and pure, that we
were tempted to drink of its limpid ftream.

Together with our artificial lights, the
ild rays from the opening above, pene-
trating to the very bottom of the cave, dil-
played the hanging tubes of ftalatites, and the
various furrounding petrifaltions, in a pecu-
liarly interefling and romantic manner: ’
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¢ Here incruftations ftrike the eyes:
There fpangled domes. with Iuitre bright,
Be.m down an artificial light ;
‘Whence pecfile hang, in gothic fhew, '
D:fcendirg to the {ands below,
Fantaftic formg—."

After contemplating the fine pellucid
fiream, and the pendant vaults, the arches,
and recefles around, we proceeded onwards to
a confiderable diftance beyond the rivulet,
until the intricate path became more and more
difficult, and the gloomy cavern feemed to
clofe upon us in dark, and endlefs deep. The
feeble taper now fcarcely illumined the fpot
whereon we ftood, while all before us was
buried in the profoundeft darknefs. ‘The
path grew ftill moré uncertain and irregular:
here we bent our perfons almoft double to
pafs under arugged arch ; there defcended a
fudden fteep ; then, again, we had to fcram-
ble up a craggy and proje&ing malfs: prefent-
‘ly we turned the fharp corner of a rock, into
a-narrow paflage, between huge walls of ftone;
next we opened into a more {pacious vault;
foon our way was again confined, or our
heads ftruck the hanging petrifations above.

" At one moment we trod on the firm rock, at
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another our fteppings were upon loofe ftones,
and, perhaps, the following inftant we found
our feet in water, or upon damp earth: now
we feemed to have reached the utmoft depth
of the cave—then we ftepped fuddenly into
a wide fpace. At length we reached the .
fartheft extent that had been explored, but
unlimited windings feemed yet to lead on,
in dark and terrific gloom,"to the very centre
of the earth.

Having no other lights .than two or
three open tapers, we did not feel it prudent
to venture farther into paffages unexplored,
and more particularly as the road we had
pafled, had been fo obfcure and perplexing
that, in cafe of any accident occurring to
‘extinguith our light, we might not have been
“-able to have traced our way back, to the
mouth of the cave. Hence we declined pro-
ceeding any deeper into this filent tomb of
the earth; and turned about to retrace our
fteps to a brighter fcene. Feeling better
aflured refpe@ing our path we now more -
leifurely contemplated the ftupendous walls of -
rock, the varied incruftations, and ponderous
maffes of ftala@ites, the multitudes of mad-
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. riporés, and other calcareous concretions,
formed by nature from the limpid diftilling
drop, which were feen on all fides, alfoabove
and below, and hanging round about our heads
in an endlefs variety of romantic and fanc-
iful forms,

'The air, ih moft patts of the cave, was
confined and warm, but, occafionally, we
felt it damp and chilly. On our way back,
at a narrow pafs, where we had been obli-
ged to bend low the knee in order to creep
under the arch of a rock, we perceived it
rufh in firong current; and here the whole
of our lights were fuddenly "extinguifhed,
and we were fhut in the dark and hollow
bowels of the" earth, unable to explore our
way to the mouth of the cavern. Unhappily,
too, we were confined in a damp current
of air, where we were compelled to ftand
thivering with cold, while Col. Williams and
the Negroes, who had been often in the
cave, felt their way, at great hazard, to the
opening, to procure new lights, We remained
‘buried in the filent feclufion of this fubterrane-
ous abode for nearly an hour; and when the
diftant fcund of our conduor’s fect returned
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upon our ears, and the foft glimmerings of
light again ftole into the folemn depths of the
cave, the effe@ was uncommonly ftriking and
beautiful. Watching carefully as the negroes
approached, we at one moment faw the rays
of light gleam upon their dark fkins, gilding
them as it were with fire, and giving them the
appearance of the fons of Satan. Prefently
we loft them in profound oblcurity, then
again, the imperfect rays ftretched towards us,
and at one moment we faw indiftin@ly the
blacks defcend from a rock, and at another
perceived them fuddenly rife as from the deep.
Again the light difappeared and we only heard
their diftant hollow founding fteps: then
they efcaped from a narrow paflage or
confined recefs, and were feen ftepping forth
under an open and fpacious arch, where the
heavy rocks, the vanited dome, the petrified
columns, the mafly tubes, and impending clufe
ters of glittering concretions, together with
the folemn echo, the fiery blacknefs of the
negroes, and the fpreading rays of artificial -
light, partially abforbed, or feebly refle@ed,
produced an effe@, which was awfully ro-
mantic and fublime.

VOLU I‘ z
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In fuch a fituation, buried in darknefs
and fepulchral filence, you will agree that it
required but little aid of fancy to create pic-
tures of horror, or to figure to the imagination
the mighty abode of terrors and of punifh-
" ments, Call te your recolle&tion the effe
fometimes produced at the theatre, when the
lights are withdrawn, and a few imperfe&
rays are thrown upon the dark fkins of ne-
groes, and you will readily allow that whea
our eyes firft caught thefe Africans, at a dif~
tant part of the cavern, it fcarcely required the
powers of fancy to convert them into de-
mons of darknefs, approaching us with the
tormenting flames of their dread parent; and
you may fuppofe us tracing in our minds the
various degrees of punifhment merited by the .
wicked, each: of the party fixing upon that
" to which his fecret feelings feemed to confign
him. Such an aflociation did aGually occupy
our minds, and in flillnels we watched the
approach of thefe fpirits of darknefs, while
the awful gloom around us, the . oblivious
feclufion, the dead filence, the occafional
gleamings of imperfect light, and the fable
fkins of the negroes obfufcated by the par-
tia] rays, all confpired to fix our contempla-
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tions to the manfions of the wicked ; and by
the time thefe fable beings had reached us, we
had fo powerfully traced the images of the -
black fpirits below, that it was difficult to per~
fuade ourfelves they were only black bodies,
bringing us lights from above.

But the voice of the good Colonel, who
had accompanied them, foon roufed us from
our reverie, and reminded us that; however
difmal our abode, it was not that bourn from
whence no travellers return : we now haftened
to change our bed of darknefs for brighter re-
gions, but were obliged to tread our way
" in cautious fteps towards the exit of the
cave, for the path was intricate and perilous.
As we approached the opening we extinguithed
- the artificial lights, in order to enjoy the ap-
pearance of the foft rays which ftole in at the
entrance of the cave, richly gilding the rocks
and petrifaltions, and gradually though irregu-
larly increafing until we again met the bright-
nefs of day. ‘ '

At our firft efcaping from the cave, the
ftrong light of a tropical fun, falling through
the widely dilated pupils of our eyes, pro-
duced a confiderable degree of pain, we there-
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fore remained a fhort time in the gully be-
fore we again mounted our horfes; and then
proceeded to a point called Sugar-hill, from
whence we obtained an extenfive and very
beautiful view of the parithes of Scotland,
and theromantic parts of the ifland which we
had before vifited. .

Near to Sugar-hill we called at a cottage
to give directions for fome oranges to be fent
down to the “ Bay-houfe,” a place we were
to vifiten route. Here we met with two fair
cottagers, the healthy looking daughters of
the old dame of the houfe, who, though lefs
ruddy, were not lefs {miling than the lovely
- and blooming peafants of old England ; and
who, notwithftanding the want of rofy bloom,
had pretty Englifh faces.

After enjoying the fweet views of Sugar-
hill, and witnefling the fweeter {miles of the.
neighbouring young cottagers, we were con-
ducted to the home of a Mr. Haynes, where
we were received with a warm Barbadoes
'greetmg, and welcomed with franknefsand a
cordial hofpitality. We refted only a few.
minutes, when Mr. Haynes and his fon join-.
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ed our party, and accompanied us to a neigh-
bouring eftate called * Joe’s River,” a moft
beautiful fpot, and quite the elyfium of the
ifland. Until lately it has been in the pofief~
fion of the Rev. Mr. H., a man of much ge~
nius and learning, whofe lofs is deeply re~
gretted. by all, but more particularly by the
literati of the ifland. -He was a fcientific:
botanift, and as much refpe@ed for his lite-'
rary talents, and extenfive information, as
revered for his benevolent and focial difpofi--
tion, : ~

The houfe is finely fituated on elevated
ground near the fea, furrounded with exten-
five plantations of the choiceft trees and
tropical fruits. - The garden and orchard had:
long been the devoted objecs of his care.
It was his with to procure an ufeful and orna-
mental affemblage .of all the rare fruits and
plants of the tropical regions: and in this
intention he had already obtained a numerous
and valuable colle&ion, which, through his.
induftry and preferverance, was almoft daily. -
increafing. His private hours were paffed in
literary purfuits, Much. of his time was de-
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voted to his favorite ftudy of Natural Hiftory,
and to realizing the improvements fuggefted
by his contemplations. In fociety he was con-
vivial ; to his {laves he was kind and humane ;
and, poflefling great urbanity, he was benevo-
lént and friendly to all.

The fates that rule our deftiny are faid to
be blind ; and you will agree that they muft
" indeed have wanted fight, when you are told

that they have thrown this efteemed and valu-
able man iato dire diftrefs, and robbed him
of the powers of his enriched and highly or-
namented mind. Bereft of his mental facul-
ties, of all thofe fine and comprehenfive ta-
Ients which {o adorned and honored him,
both as a prieft and a man, he now languifhes
in fadnefs and misfortune, loft to his friends, -
and the world ; and the happy dwelling
which was graced by hofpitality and benevo-
lence, enriched by induftry, and dignified by
fcience; that delightful home, the obje& of his
anxious cares and ftudies, as well as the proud
and juft boaft of theifland, is now left to fall
into ruin and decay. The broken walls, the
hidden paths, the. fhattered doors and  wins.
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dows, the wild negletted trees, the obtrufive
weeds, and half covered walks all belpeak,
in doleful decline, its former beauty; and
while they create a fcene, at once romantic
and pi&turefque, excite the moft painful feel-
ings of regret, and lead to gloomy reflections
concerning the inftability of all earthly things.
Thé objeéts around convey the image of the
mafter’s now difordered mind, and the whole
place feems to deplore in {ympathetic fadnefs
the melancholy derangement of his once rare
and fplendid faculties : and truly may it be
faid that Joe’s river mourns the thattered in-
telle@, and participates, in foft and faft wither-
ing forrow, the affli®ing ills that have be-
fallen this diftinguifhed ornament of Barba-
does, ‘

Having viewed every part of this inter-
efting eftate, with a minutenefs of attention
which was merited, equally by its fituation
and improvements, as by the painful hiftory
of its late accomplifhed owner, we left it with
regret, earneftly f{ympathizing with our
friends in the fad lofs they fo heavily and fo
Jjuftly deplored.

-  zg4
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We now proceeded to the fea-fide, and
our next place of call was at a cottage termed
the Bay-houfe, a neat little building ereGted
by Mr. Haynes, under a rock upon the open
beach, to ferve as a place of reft and refrefh-
meat for fuch of his friends, and, in great
truth may we fay, his friends’ friends, who
may chance to vifit the windward coafl.
., We found it the rendezvous of entertainment
~and repofe. Intimation had been conveyed
to the generous owner that it might perhaps
 be in our way to make an en paffant vifit at
the Bay-houfe, and he had availed bimfelf of
the information to provide a rich and bounti-
. ful repaft. All the good things of the ifland
feemed to have been colle@ed. The whole
_neighbourhood had been ranfacked for our
convenience and accommodation. The beft
produ@ions from all quasters were direted
hither to fupply the hofpitable board. Cook,
butler, fithermen, fervants, and flaves were
all affembled to give their attendance. .The
net was thrown into the fea immediately
before the door, and the fithes that were ta-
ken were prefently fmoking upon the tablé_ 3
fruits, wines, meat, poultry, and vegetables. -
wete brought in loads, and made only a part’
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of the feaft of this little cottage, built By
" generous hofpitality, and dedicated to friend-

. fhip and focial harmony. A fupply of pro-

vifions was likewife colle&ed for the refrefhs
ment of our flaves and horfes, and thefe
were regaled with no lefs liberality than their
mafters — the friendly hofpitality of the « Bay-
houfe” being extended equally to all.
Punch and mandram were ferved to us
~ before dinner, the one to quench our thirft,
the othér to provoke the appetite; and foon
afterwards were fet before us a variety of
dithes, confifting of boiled, ftewed, and broiled
fith, a cold roafted lamb, a cold turkey, fowls,
tongues, cray-fith, and a multitude of other
good things. -After we had dined very abun~
dantly the table was covered with punch, a
variety of excellent wines, and feveral fpecies
of fruit. Among the latter was a fine pine, the
firft we had tafted in the ifland. I'do not know
that the flavor was fuperior to that of fome of
the pines I have tafted from the hot-houfes of
England, although it certainly was very ex=
+ quifite: but 1 muft tafte again, and often,

before I hazard a -general opxnxon upon this
fubje&. -
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Having plentifully refrefhed ourfelves,
and the flaves and horfes being well fed and
refted, wecalled the negroes from their defert
of rolling and batking in the fun, and pro-
ceeded upan our journey. To our great fur-
prize,’ at the very moment the horfes appeared
at the door for our departure, a large difh of
fprats, fmoking from ‘the gridiron, and an
immenfe bowl of milk-punch, were fet before
‘us. This was quite 2 Weft Indian addition to
the repaft. Having eaten very heartily, and
indulged in copious libations, we had already
‘done even too much in the way of feafting,
but, to my great aftonithment, fome of the
party partook with a renewal of appetite
which was rather indicative of fitting down
to dinner, than of rifing from table. At two
oclock we. had commenced with punch;
after which came the mandram ; at three
. was ferved the dinner: bufy eating and drink-
ing continued until five ; and then appeared
the fprats, and bowl of milk-punch: thus did
nearly four hours pafs in high banquetting
and conviviality at this focial cottage. At
-length, due honors having been done to the
punch and fprats, we again put ourfelves en’
route, the party being increafed by the ad--
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dition of Mr. Haynes jun., who accompa-.
nied us throughout the remainder of the day..
We rode along the fands to a fpot called Beer~
theba, which is ufed as a natural bathing place,
among the rocks, and from thence proceeded
~ to a large mafs of rocks, lying in the water,
near to the edge of the fea, where we had
the expe@ation of feeing a very curious natu-.
ral produ&ion called the animal flower. But
here we were unluckily difappointed ; for the
tide being in, the fea running high, and the
wind ftrong, we were unable to reach the
fpot where this phznomenon of nature is
ufually found,

Althbugh we loft the opportunity of fee-
ing it, I cannot refrain from giving you the
account of this uncommon flower, and its.
dwelling place, as communicated to us by
our brother Maroons. It is as follows :—
Within a deep cave, formed in therock, is a
fpacious natural bafon of water, which'is
about eleven feet above low water mark. - It
is collected from the fea beating into the cave

.in rough weather; and hence, that which
lodges in this bafon is entirely falt water, ex=
cept a very {mall admixture from rain, which
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diftils in drops, through the fmall openings
of the rock. In the middle of the bafon isa
large ftone, or piece of detached rock, which
is ufually covered with water. About this
ftone, and adhering to its fides, as if grow-
ing therefrom, are feen numbers of apparently
- beautiful flowers, finely variegated in vivid
colours, and of radiated form, fomewhat re-
fembling the petals of the garden marigold.
Some are of a pale yellow, or a light ftraw
colour, tinged with green; others of a grey~
ith purple, variegated with black fpots.

To gather any of thefe feeming flowers
- isatafk of difficulty, for when the hand ap-
proaches them, the beautiful petals inftantly
- contra®, and become invifible. If left un-
difturbed they re-appear, in the courfe of a
. few minutes, gradually expanding into their
former bloom ; but again retire, with furpriz-
. ing quicknefs, on the approach of the hand,
a cane, or any other body that may be di-
re&ed towards them.

- This circumftance, as you will expe&,
led to early inveftigation regarding the nature
of this fingular flower, when, inftead of a fine
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blowing vegetable, it was difcovered tobe an
animal that was decorated with all this gaiety
of colouring; and hence the name * ani«
mal flower.” '

'On examination the body is found to be
of a blackifh hue, lefs than an inch in length,
and about a quarter of an inch in - thicknefs:
It adheres by one end to the rock, and fronmx
the other extremity, which proje&s outwards,
are thrown off a number of fine membranous
filaments, in a radiated and circular form ; and
from the point or head, at the centre of this
circle, proje& four long flender fibrils, not
unlike the legs of the fpider. Thus, while the
body appears as the calyx, and the expanded
filaments as the petals, thefe fibrils ferving as
the ftamina, complete the refemblance of &
regular and beautiful flower,

It has been fuggefted, that as this animat
is almoft wholly deprived of locomotive
power, the fine colours, given to ,thc mem-
branous filaments, ferve as a provifion of
nature, to allure and bring within its reach
the fmaller infe@s, upon ‘which it feeds; and
from the ‘quick fpontaneous motion of the
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fine central threads, from fide to fide, or
round the whole border of the radiated cir-
cle, thefe would feem to be defigned to a&
as forceps, for conveying the food to the
mouth, the extended filaments ferving as
antenne, or feelers, to difcover the prey, and
from their contraile power enclofing it, when
feized, as in a purfe, or facculus, until it is
devoured. With much difappointment at not
being able to fee this natural curiofity of the
ifland, we left the coaft, in order to afcend the
mountainous fummit, called Hackleton’s CIiff,
—~the only fpot which difputes with Hilloughby
hill the claim of being the loftieft point of
Barbadoes. The path was rugged, and fin-
“gularly precipitate. To walk up it was a de-
gree of fatigue which, it was infited, Euro-
peans ought not to encounter; and to ride
was not free from danger, befides being a
cruel labour to the poor horfes. But as it was
~¢ontended that they would better fupport the
toil than ourfelves, we were induced to con-
tinue upon our faddles, although, indeed, with
much difficulty, from the rapid rifing of the
afcent, By ftopping frequently to let the
poor animals recover their breath, we did, at
Jlength, reach the fummit; but' never before
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had I fat upon a horfe to climb fo fteep a
mountain. In the Alps of Switzerland, and
of Savoy, it is not unufual to ride {mall
horfes, called Mountain Ponies, over the lef-
fer hills; but previous to afcending the more
lofty and fteeper mountains thefe are always
changed for mules; and with them I have
often ventured up afcents even more nearly
perpendicular than Hackleton’s Cliff. Baut
the mule is 2 more quiet, a more enduring,
and more patient animal. He is not irafcible
and impetuous like the horfe, and moreover,
in fuch fituations he is fo accuftomed to the
climbing of mountains, that he appears fen-
fible of all the dangers around him, and is
carceful in every movement, to confult the
fafety of himfelf and his rider. Only give
him the bridle, or as the guides fay, * laifez
lui aller,” and in the moft perilous fituations
you need not feel yourfelf in any danger. His
fagacity is equal to his care: he looks with
caution at each ftepping, and he knows his-
foot to be fecure, before he ventures to
bear upon it the weight of his body. I re-
member to have rode at firft, in much fear
and trembling ; but upon witneffing the dex~
terity of the animal my terrors gave way to
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aftonithment ; and my aftonithment gradually
yielded to a placid fecurity, until, at length,
1 could throw the rein upon the neck of the
mule, and regard the frightful precipices, and
imminent dangers around us, without any
spprehenfion.

In the Alps a mule will carry you up
tiountains which are fo fteep as to appear
from the valley quite perpendicular, pro-
¢eeding by a narrow path, in which he cannot
poffibly turn himfelf round, and paffing’ clofe
by the edge of the moft terrific precipices,
climbing only by means of irtegular holes
fiade among the roots of trees, or ftep-
pings roughly broken in the rock; yet have
jou only to give him the bridle and fit fill,
Folding by the mane to keep yourfelf from
flipping back, and you are in the utmoft
: i:'afety. |

But I muft return from the Alps, and
tell you that in confequence of our feafting
delay at the Bay-houfe, and the‘time re-
quired to afcend the cliff, we found the even-
ing ftealing upon us before’ we came to the
top. The fun had already funk too low, to
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gild the landfcape with its rays, of to enliven
the view of the ocean, with the brightnefs
which thone upon our vifit ‘to Hillough-
by hill; but, from what Ihave already faid .
of that, your imagination will readily fuggeft
to you the beauties of the fcenery, and the
extent of the profpe& from Hackleton’s
Cliff. From viewing the delightful variety
around, under the defcending rays of declin-
ing day, the effe® was newand pleafing. Afoft
and placid picture fucceeded to the ftrongand
vivid colours of noon : the landfcape, though
lefs bright, was, perhaps, not lefs interefting ;
and, as we had vifited Mount Hilloughby in
the full glow of day, we did not lament that
we faw Hackleton’s Cliff under the gentle and
retiring beams of evening,

~ UnexpeQedly we found the top of the
cliff to be a wide extended furface, covered
with herbage, and fo gradually declining on
the oppofite fide, that on turning our faces
from the fteep precipice of the eaft, we
appeared to be upon a wide plain, inftead of
a rude fummit, or nearly the higheft point of.
land in the ifland. On the cliff we vifited the
eftate of Mr. Stewart, at whichis a pleafant

VOL. I. ' A A
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houfe, delightfully fituated, near the moft lofty
part of this high fummit, bearing no appearance
of being fo elevated, or within fo fhort a

diftance of the ftupendous precipice whichis
. hear to it.

Ginger is the produce of the plantation.
We faw great quantities of this root {pread
before the houfe, upon a large fquare neatly
paved, for the purpofe of drying it previous
to fending it to market.

. From Mr. Stewart’s we proceeded to the'
~ Colleton eftate, where we purpofed taking up
~our quarters for the night. On our way
I happened to learn that the gentleman of
the houfe was not apprized of our intended
* wvifit; and on difcovering this, it feemed to
me only a neceffary civility to acquaint him
with it, I therefore propofed that we fheuld
difpatch an avant courier to announce our ap-
proach, left, from defcrying fo large a party,
unexpetedly, the family might verily believe
us to be a hordeof Maroons ; or, ftill worfe,
might miftake us for a foraging party . of
citeyens-foldats, coming to levy contributions
upon the eftate ; but I was defired to fufpend
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/ my anxiety, and be affured that we fhould
not fail to meet with good accommodations,
and a fincere welcome, by only announcing
ourfelves in  propriis perfonibus ; and this in-
formation proved to be perfe&tly corre, for
Mr. Holling{worth greeted us cordially, and
entertamed us in all the genuine holfpitality
of the ifland.” Eight vifitors, éight flaves,
and eight horfes, thus dropping in unexpe&t-
edly, and at night, were received with fuch
kindnefs and unaffe@ted urbanity as to af-
fure us that thrice the number would have
been Joyfully welcomed. No' cold, nor for-
bidding ceremony; no feeming hurry nor
confufion ; no derangement of the houfehold
appeared. We were all immediately at home ;
no mark of furprize, or inconvenience was
evinced ; notan individual was incommoded ;

the duties of the family were continued; nor, -
was there the flighteft mark of interruption in
any department of this hofpitable home. The
ufual order was maintained, and it only ap-
peared as though we were a part of the family.
The mauvaife bonte, the confufion and embar-
raflment but too common, upon fimilar oc~
cafions in England, were utterly unknown ;
apd we at once belonged to the family., The

' A A2
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brimming punch-bowl wasfet before us, and
pleafant lively converfation prevailed until fup-
per called us to further feafting, which conti-
nued until the hour of repofe. After fupper
Mifs Hollingfworth kindly, as fweetly, added
foft melody to complete the harmony of the
entertainment.

We retired to reft, according to the cuf-
tom of the country, at an early hour. Drs.
Mafter, Cleghorn, and myfelf wete accom-
modated in cne fpacious room. It was the
firft night we flept on fhore, and you will judge
of the temperature of thefe regions, when I
tell you that, in this cool part of the moft
. Windward Ifland, and in the month of
" February, we fet open the windows of the
-room, and threw afide all the bedding and
clothes, preferving to each perfon only a hard
mattrefs, and a fingle fheet. With this ar-
rangement we pafled the night in found re- -
pofe, and rofe at fix in the morning, well
prepared for another marooning day.

We rode before breakfaft to fee the
rbadoes or Codrington College. On our way
pafled an eftate called “Society,” and on
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approaching the college from the high land of
that quarter we obtained ‘a fine view of the

building, with the plain on which it ftands,

and the wide expanfe of the fea, fpread be-

fore it. - Defcending from the hill we met
- with the fineft avenue of mountain cabbage

trees that we had feen in the ifland.

The college was founded by Colonel
Codrington, and- richly endowed, with the
generous and very laudable intention of
eftablithing a great and ufeful feminary for
the education of the youth of Barbadoes ;
the liberal founder appropriating the revenue
of two large eftates to the inftitution, in the
defire of affording. an opportunity to the
Creole generations of the ifland, of acquiring
learning, and fitting themfelves for the im-
portant duties of fociety, and of their indi-
vidual ftations, without incurring the ex-
pence of an European education. But the
benevolent intentions of the Colonel have not
been duly regarded. The profits intended
for this beft of purpofes have been fquan-
dered away,.and the funds difgracefully ne-
glected or abufed. The fuperb edifice, which
‘was planned, has not been finithed, and even

Ang
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the part that was ere&ed, has, from thameful-
neglcc, been brought into early decay. Only"
one fide of the intended quadrangle has yet
been built, and thar, to the difgrace of thofe
-concerned, has long been left to fall inte.
ruin, ' '

The prefent manager, highly to his
" honor, has done much towaids recovering the
" eftates, and dire&ing the funds, arifing there-
from, into their proper channel. By his
care a very confiderable fum has been recently
accumulated, and the part of the building
which has been ere&ted, is now undergoing
a thorough repair, in the hope of faving it
from utter and premature deftruction,

The walls are built of ftone, and are of
uncommon ftrength.  They withftood the
dreadful hurricane of 1780, and appear to be
ftill capable of a complete repair, but it muft
be at great labor, and a prodigious expence.

‘As we were viewing the large hall, and
the chapel, we received a meflage from the
mafter, the Rev. Mr. Thomas, requefting us
to take breakfaft with him : but our plan for

4
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the day, and our engagements with Mr.
Holling{worth did not allow us to accept the
invitation. We however had an opportunity
of thanking him, by making him a vifitin the
houfe built for the principal of the college,
which we were forry to obferve, like the other
parts of the ftruure, had been left unheeded,
and was falling into comparatively youth-
“ful decay. Mr. Thomas fthewed us a2 model
in wood, according to the original defign;
and, had the building been completed upon
- this plan, Barbadoes might have boafted a
college, vying in grandeur, and elegance of
ftructure, with the greateft ornaments of the
celebrated univerfities of the mother~country.
The model, like the building, feeling the
deftru@ive effe@ of the climate, and of fad
negle&, was faft crumbling into a ftate, in
which it could only ferve to minifter duft
to the elements !

Twelve boys, only, are yet admitted on
the foundation, and thefe, inftead of occue
pying any part of the college building, are
accommodated in the houfe of the mafter,
the parlour being converted into a kind of a -
{chool-room, for the purpofe, '

AAg
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We returned to Mr. Hollingfworth’s by a
different road, from that we had taken in
going, afcending fome high land near the
college, called “Coach-Hili.” This ride afford-
ed us an opportunity of feeing a numerous
gang of negroes grouped in the middle of a
field, taking their breakfaft, during the teme
_ porary fufpenfion allowed them from labor,
They were feated upon the bare earth, and
expofed to the full ardor of the fcorching
fun.

On our arrival we found a handfome
breakfaft prepared for us, and nearly ferved in
a large cool rocm, with all the tafte and fath-
jon of the Weft Indies. While partaking of
it I feveral times dete®ed my thoughts
wandering to the poor blacks in the field,
co‘ntemplating the fimplicity of their fare,-
and che humble natural board on which it.
- was fpread. They had no water-glaffes to -
cool their fingers, nor hod they, like us; a-
youthful flave to fan tae breeze with a fra-
grant bough, and prote& their naked fkins
~ from the pamtul annoyance of infects.
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The Colleton eftate is one of the largeft
in the ifland. It is, at prefent, the property
of a Mrs. Colleton, who refides in London,
The dire@ion and fole management of it is left’
to Mr. Hollingfworth ; and Mrs, Colieton is -
fortunate in giving her confidence to a perfon -
of high honor and integrity, who does every
juftice to the eftate, and the proprietor. - At .
the Colleton plantation we had an opportunity
of witnefling the mode of claying or (as they
commonly term it) improving fugar. Thisis
a very fimple procefs by which -the fugar is

- much whitened, and increafed in value. A coat-
* ingof clay, foftened nearly toa liquid ftate with
water, is'fpread over the furface of the fugar,
as it ftands in the deep .earthen pots into
which it is received from the boiler, and the
fluid parts gradually draining away, the clay
becomes hardened into a dry cake at the top 3
while the water pafles through the whole of
the fugar, and carries with it a confiderable
portion of the melafles, through an opening
at the bottom of the pot, leaving the fugar
greatly whitened, and improved. The clay
having become dry and contraded into a hard
cake, is eafily removed from the furface. We
faw it lifted from feveral of thé pots; and
[
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‘the difference between the fugar in thefe -and
in the pots which had not been fubje&cd to
the fame procefs was very ftriking. After
being thus improved the fugar fells at a price
nearly one third higher, than in its raw ftate:
other advantages are likewife faid to derive |
to the planter from this partial mode of
refining the produce of his canes. Soon
after breakfaft we refumed our morning wan-
derings, leaving the Colleton eftate impreffed
with a firong fenfe of the kind reception, and
" the very warm hofpitality it had afforded us.
Upon taking leave, it was difcovered that our
party had decreafed from eight to feven. The
family and the houfe had fufficient attrac-
~ tions to detain the .inclinations of us all; but
the peculiar magnet which influenced the per.
fon, whofe fociery we loft, was of an irrefift-
able nature,—the-junior Mr. H. was the hap-
_ py fuitor of Mifs Holling{worth, and, amidf
the crowd of the evening, her attentions had
neceffarily been too much divided for him to
have fecured the exclufive proportion duetoa
faithful and devoted admirer.

After leaving Mr. Hollingfworth’s, |
¢ Clarke’s Court,” and “Kendall ” eftates, were
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the two firft Plantations that arrefted our atten<
tion. The latter is under the dire&ion of a
very fingular and eccentric chara&er, whofe
great ambition is to act differently from other
men ; and who finds a fecret pleafure in
deviating from al! eftablithed and common
rules, His mill is oddly trimmed, the fails
ftrangely cut, and all the works, by fome
deviation or other, made peculiar. Among.
a multitude of other fingularities he has plant-
ed a patch of pigeon peas in the neighbour-
hood of a field of canes, in order to allure
the borers from the fugar,—a piece of policy
very like fetting a dith of tough beef before
an alderman to feduce his appetite from a
haunch of venifon !

From Kendall’s we rode to ¢ Drax-Hall,”
the largeft plantation of the ifland, and the
property of the Grofvenor family. The -
houfe is a fpacious old manfion, quite pro-
portionate to the fize of the eftate, which we
obferved, from its great extent, had two mills,
and a double fet of works for the preparation
of the fugar. This was alfo the cafe at the
large eftates of Colleton and Kendall,
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No interruption,—no chafm occurs in
the hofpitality of Barbadoes! It is univerfal
and literally, as juftly, entitles it to be ranked
among the “ friendly ifles.” In all the li-
berality of the country Mr. Chatterton of
Drax-Hall, invited us to pafs the day at the
.good old manfion, kindly profering us every
. friendly accommodation. But it was not
confiftent with our plan to take up our quar-
 ters at fo early an hour ; we were therefore
compelled to violate our inclinations, which
“‘would have detained us throughout the day
atthe Hall. After taking the refrethment of
fome wine and water, we purfued our ride,
and pafling by way of a wood, called after the
name of the plantation * Drax-Hall wood,”
we proceeded to an eftate called “ Spendlove,”
+ which is under the care, and very excellent
management of Mr. John Waith, a gentle-
man in no degree lefs friendly, or hofpitable
thanany wehad feen in theiifland, and although
very alive, no lefs fat and good humoured
than fome of our well fed priefts, who feaft
upon the good things of England.

We find that fat perfons are by no
means uncommon in this ifland, notwith-
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‘Randing the great heat of climate, and thé
exceflive walte of fluids by perfpiration ; not:
can this be at all wonderful to thofe who have
witneffed their hearty devotion to the good
things of the table. Spendlove was our place
of dinner,and, while this was prep#ting, we
begged permiffion to fee the negro-yard, and
to extend our. vifit into fome of the huts,
being defirousto infped the habitations, and
witnefs the mode of life of the flaves. It
was remarked to us that the negroes' were
tenacious of their home, and difliked to have
their huts expofed to the prying eye of
firangers. We accordingly treafured the in-
timation, promifing not to be too minute,
but to regulate our curiofity with all becom-
ing decorum, paying due regard to the feelings. -
and prejudices of the fable inhabitants: andI
~fhould have been truly mortified not to have
had this opportunity of telling you, from the
teftimony both of my eyes and ears, the very
comfortable, and, I might fay, happy ftate
in which we found the flaves of Spendlove, -

In your future good withes for the com-
fort of the poor Africans forget not to pray -
that all mafters may ‘poflefs hearts as kind,
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and humane, as that which beats in the bofom
of “Jack Waith,” this being the title by
which that gentleman is beft known in the
“iland. The kind indulgence of the mafter
is amply repaid in the attachment of his
flaves ; and the history of Mr. Waith and
his gang, may fland in everlafting re~
proach to the felf-arrogating opinion which
maintains that negroes know not the divine
Afentiment of gratitude, butare moft treache-
rous toward the mafter who beft treats, and
moft indulges them. Were this the faQ, asis
" not unfrequently afferted, it would offer itfelf
in dire& oppofition to one great principle of
human nature, and would place the blacks
very far indeed below the whites, but, how-
ever much individual inftances might feem to
countenance the opinion, thefe, perhaps, donot
occur more frequently among Africans, than
among Europeans, and furely cannot be con-
fidered to arife more from any defet of a great
and amiable principle of nature in them, than
we fhould be willing to admit that they do in.
ourfelves. Such inftances are but the effe& of
depravity in either, and proceed from a .
 perverfion, not from a- genuine principle of
nature, and hence (cannot in the one, more.
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than in the other, ferve to eftablith any general
maxim.

By kind attentions, by occafional apd
friendly indulgences towards his flaves, Mr.
Waith had fo meliorated their condition, fo
foftened to them the hardfhips of flavery,
and fo improved their comforts, as to attach
them to his perfon and his intereft by
the fecure ties of affe@ion and gratitude,
The loud clang of the whip was feldom
heard among them, and the f{martings of
its painful lath were fcarcely dreaded ; for a
better principle than fear impelled them to
their duty. Their friendfhip for their mafter
made his intereft their own; apd their
gratitude, towards him, rendered his fafety
the obje& of their folicitude, and even of
their lives. Of this he had, in two great in-
ftances, known the moft unequivocal proof,—
~ one when the negroes of the eftates had form-
ed a confpiracy to rife upon their mafters,—
the other upon an alarm being given that the
“ifland was attacked by the French! On both
thefe occafions the flaves of Spendlove had
voluntarily offered to lay down their lives in
defence of Mr. Waith and his houfe.
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At the negro yards it is common for the
" flaves to plant fruits and vegetables, and to
raife ftock. Some of them keep a pig, fome
a goat, fome Guinea fowls, ducks, chickens,
pigeons, or the like ; and at one of the huts
of Spendlove, we faw a pig, a goat, a young
kid, fome pigeons, and fome chickens, all
- the ‘property of an individual flave.—This is
mere indulgence, but it gratifies and amufes
the negroes, and becomes, in various ways,
highly ufeful. The little garden, and their
flock, not only afford them occupation and
amufement for their leifure moments, but
credte a degree of intereft in the fpot, and ex-
cite feelings of attachment toward the mafter,
who both grants and prote@s the indulgence.
The negro-yard, viewed from a fhort diftance,
forms an obje@ of highly interefting and
- pi@turefque {cenery ;—it comprizes all the
little huts, intermixed with, and more or lefs
concealed by the variety of fhrubs and fruit
trees, which kindly lend their fhade ; likewife
the many fmall patches of garden ground -
around them, and the different fpecies of
ftock, fome appearing in pens, fome .tied by
“the leg, or the neck, and fome running at
Jarge ; and if it be evening, you have alfo the
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crowd of negroes, male and female, as they
chance to be feen, at reft, or moving in bufy
occupation, fome paffing from hut to hut,
fome dancing to their favorite mufic, fome
fitting at the door with the pipe in their
mouths, and others {moking their loved fagar
under the broad leaf.of the plantain. The
piCure is alfo further enlivened by the

groups of little black children j—f{ome run-
" ning and {kipping about, fome feated, play-
ing before the doors, in Nature's ebon drefs,
and fome, unable to walk, attempting little
pedeftrian excurfions upon their hands and
feet. Perhaps within fo fmall a fpace, few
fcenes could offer {o much to intereft a con-
templative mind ; or to" aid the pencil of a
painter of the picturefque.

~ Independent of their own provifions,
either raifed or purchafed, each negro has his
weekly allowance iffued to him, every Sun-
day, from the eftate ; and hence they are at.
Tiberty to take the whole of their own private
ftock to market, and to procure whatever ad-
ditional comforts they prefer with the money
it produces; and perhaps it will feem ftrange

to you when I tell you that the markets of
"~ VOL. I BB
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the ifland depend almoft wholly - upon this
mode of fupply. They are all held weekly,
and upon the Sunday; that being the day
when the negtoes are free from labour, and
have leifure to attend.

Mr. Waith has leartied the happy-art of
governing the flaves with kindnefs, and he
finds it a better fteward than the whip. With
 great goodnefs of heart he indulges his own
humane feelings, and finds it better policy
than ufing firipes. He is a man of focial
manners, and would certainly deceive Lavater
himfelf, if he poffefled nof all the generofity
- and benevolence for which he has obtained
fuch univerfal credit ; for fo plainly is all this
. written upon his brow, that thofe. who run
may read it.—He is of a ruddy complexion,
and, with an uncommon degree of fatnefs, is
very aQive, and appears to have all the
ftrong health of an European. - Never was

_ entertainment more bountiful, or given with

greater liberality, or a more cordial wel-
come, than at the plantation of Spendlove.
Punch and mandram preceded the dinner ; at
table was an extenfive variety of good things; -
and after the cloth was removed, the board
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was fpread with fruits of various kinds, toge-
ther with claret, port, and madeira wines,
and Goava-punch.

The round of feafting having continued
for feveral hours, it was followed, like our
~ dinner at the Bay-Houfe, by new provoca-
tives ; and the appetite, having already con-
fumed more than it required, was invited to
‘take more than it ought, by the unexpeGed
appearance of fmoking fprats, hot lobfters,
and a large bowl of milk punch.

The cloth was again tegularly fpread, at
a fide table, and thefe things placed by us, as
if we had juft arrived from a journey with
all the cravings of hunger; and to my afto-
nithment, I confefs, fome of the party left the
fruit and wine, and feating themfelves in due
form at the other table, exhibited a renewal
of appetite, as if the dinner they had juft taken
had been already digefted and forgotten.

Mr. Waith’s father and brother came
from their different plantations to meet. us at
Spendlove, and were of the party at din=
ner. The old gentleman is an uncommonly

' BB 2
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handfome man, fixty years of age, with afl
the health and fpirits of a perfon of forty.
He is not fo fat as his fon, mais trés enbornts
point, He is jocofe and lively, a facetious com-~
panion, highly convivial, and, in the full
fpirit of the Weft Indies, a perfe bon vivant.
He entreated us, with much kindnefs and
urgent folicitation, to make a vifit to his eftate
before we leave Barbadoes, apologizing in his
own mirthful way, for not having itin his
power to offer us more than a ¢ plain farmer’s
dinner,—a pig, a duck, and a turkey cock.”

" In order to reach Bridge-Fown in time
. to go on beard to fleep, we left Spendlove
earlier than our inclinations would have dic-
tated. On our way we called at the houfe of
Mr. Ellcock, brother to an eminent phyfician
of that name, whom we had met at Dr,
Hinde’s. We were led to the houfe through
an avenue of the ftatelymountain cabbage trees,
whichare fopeculiarlycalculated toformagrand
and impofing approach to any gentleman’s
dwelling. Thefe were the fineft which had yet
occurredto our obfervation, not excepting thofe
we had feen at the college. Mr. Ellcock’s
isthe moft modern, and moft European-look=
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. inrabode we met with in the whole of our
tour. The houfe and little flower garden
before it refemble thofe of England, and near
to the door is a cool avenue forming an
agreeable promenade, deeply fhaded with the
foliage of a very handfome tree called the
# Evergreen.”

We walked into the {mall garden before
the houfe, which is laid out dl’bngloyé, and
- has much more corre&tly the appearance of an
. Englith garden, than the many very humble
imitations, which Englithmen are {o often in-
vited to fee in France, Germany, and other
parts of the continent, under the title of
¢ Jardin Anglois,”. " '

Mr, Elleock’s favorite purfuit is bota~
ny. Heis occupied in obtaining an extenfive
colleGion of rare and curious plants, and of
the different fpecies of tropical trees, and
fruits. He is particularly curious in his or-
chard ; but unfortunately he was from home,
and the key was not to he found, hence we
loft the opportunity of fceing perhaps the
moft varied, and valuable aflemblage of fruit
trees inthe ifland, Ncr could we even itcal

BB 3
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one look at the colleion,  through any open-.
ing, for the gate was clofe as the door of - a
convent, and the whole orchard was furround-
ed with a high hedge of the lignum vite, fo
thick and impenetrable as to refit even the
prying eye of curiofity. '

Both the orchard and garden were
originally planned, and have: been wholly
planted under the immediate infpe&ion of Mr.
Ellcock, to whofe tafte and induftry every
credit is due for the improvements made, -
and the very valuable colle&tion already
brought together. He is a fcientific bota-
nift; and, from learning the attention he de-
votes to his plants and trees, and to the vege-
table world in general, we could not but con~
template, in firong {fympathy, the fevere lofs
he muft have felt in the unhappy fate of the
Jearned naturalift of * Joe’s River.” In a
fmall and remote ifland {uch alofs becomes, in
many points of view, irreparable, it being
unlike Europe, where from fcience being more
advanced and more generally diffufed, fo
‘'many may be found of congenial minds, that
the lofs of one of Flora’s favorite fons
“might not be equally irremediable; I have
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not heard that it was fo, but reafon and {fym-
pathy would feem to imply it, and you, I
know, will feel with me, that from circum-
ftances of locality, and from fimilarity of fenti-
ment and occupation, M . "Ellcock and Mr.,
H— muft have been more than brothers in
regard and efteem, and that, to either, the lofs of
the other mufthave been of multiplied feverity,

Although difappointed in this viﬁt,_ we'

have flill an eye to the colle&ion of Mr. . -

Ellcock, and do not intend to let it efcape
without infpe@ion ; for fthould it happen that
we may be called away, before we have an
opportunity of returning to it ourfelves, we
have made known its fituation to a friend of
ours, whofe induftry and acutenefs in the
fcience of botany will not allow a twig or a
flower to pafs unnoticed, Our colleague, Dr.
‘Wright, is told where to find it, and as he
is of the Charibbee Ifland ftaff, and may
remain longer here than ourfelves, or may
poffibly be ftationed in the ifland, it will be a
great delight, and perhaps the higheft gratifi-
cation that could offer to him, to explore this’
tropical -vegetable depot. The Doctor is a
veteran in the field of Flora, and in him Mr.
BB 4
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Ellcock may find a valuable fubftitute for the
late unhappy pofleffor of * Joe’s River.”

Zealous and well verfed as our friend is
in the realms of botany, and particularly from
having already augmented his fame by his in-
duftrious refearches refpe@ing the botanical
produ@ions of Jamaica, to range amidft fuch
a colletion of tropical plants, would form
the delight of his leifure, and, from his ac-
curate knowledge in the fcience, the whole
. botanical worid might perhaps be benefited by
it. To Mr. Ellcock, I truft it is alfo a plea-
furein ftore, for he could not but find pleafure:
in being known to our friend, whofe reputa-
tion as a botanift, is only rivalled by his phil-
anthrophy, and his amiable chara&er as a man.

Difappointed in our vifit at Mr. Ellcock’s -

~ werode on to Bridge-Town without further
delay, and arrived in time to go off to the

‘Lord Sheffield before the prohibited hour of

" nine, after which no boats are permitted ta .
leave the fhore. ‘

To bring into one point the fum of grati«
fication afforded by this delightful excurfion,
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would be a work of difficulty. You will form
fome idea of it from the loofe details I have
marked. It has offered us an abundant op-
portunity of feeing the whole face of the ifland;
of viewing many of the different plantations;
of obferving the produce and mode of cultiva-
tion ; of witnefling the manners and cuftoms -
of the'inhabitants ; and of noticing the labors
and mode of life of the flaves ;—whom we
have feen in the fields,—in their huts,—in the
fugar works,—about the houfes,—at their mo-
ments of reft and retirement, and amidft all

‘their various occupations and modes of em-
ployment. '
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LETTER XXVIIL

84ilt no didings of the commander in chief, or the comvoy.
A trading Pip arrives from Glafgow. Anwiety difpiayed
when any veffel enters Carlifie Bay. Privateers captured.
A detachment of troops fent to Grenada. Uniertainty of
all expeditions by fea. Black corps formed at Barbadoes.
Negroes of the French colonies betray oll the levity and
vivacity of the French charaller. Dry feafon at Barba-
does.  Heat of the climate. Suggeliian that it might be
politic to fend out the bopitals, barracks, and other build-
ings, previous to the failing of the traops.  Hofpitals erected
at St. Annés bill. Troops in the tranfports unbealthy,
Men-light view of a coco-nut grove, near Bridge-Town.

Car]iﬂc Bay, Feb. 29\

IT proves that we might have lengthened our
Marooning excurfien, without any interrup-
tion from the fear of being hurried away to
St. Domingo. Scarcely any veflels arrived in
the bay during our abfence,and very few have
~come in fince our return. Qur folicitude,
concerning the commander in chief and the
convoy, is ftill undiminithed. One fhip left
them in one latitude, another in another, one
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parted from the fleet in the bay of Bifcay,
another off Portugal, a third off the coaft
of Africa, and others in different latitudes,
Some fuppofe the convoy to have put in=
to Lifbon, fome fay Gibraltar, and others
various other ports. All is ftill enveloped in
a cloud of uncertainty ; nor are we without
our fufpicions that the fleet may yet be nearer
to you than it is to Barbadoes, and, indeed,,
this would feem probable from the extraordi-
nary delay of the packets, not one having ar-
rived {ince we came into harbour. Amidftall
our apprehenfions we ftill hope, and ill, in
daily expe&ation, look for their arrival.

One veflelhas at length reached Barbadoes,
which failed fubfequent to ourfelves. Itis a
Glaigow trader, and although from a remote
port, you will judge what multitudes thronged
~ on board, asfoon as the entered the harbour, to
afk fornews. She brings papers of January,and
we are much gratified to learn that the admiral
had written to England, fo late as the fourth
of ti.at month, faying that he had, then, with
him one hundred and eleven fail; but we are
 forry to find that a part of the convoy had been
again compelled to put back, and we read, -
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with trembling apprehenfion, that fifteen vefs
fels were known to have been difmafted, or
otherwife difabled—all of which, it is to be
feared, may not have reached even a fafe port
athome. Later than this date, the papers con-
tain no news of the convoy : nor have we any
through any other channel.

At this very interefting period of {ufpenfe,
if a firange veflel enters the bay, the whole
harbour becomes a crowded and moving fcene,
in confequence of almoft every fhip fending
off a boat to feek tidings of the fleet.. You,
who can feel for our folicitude, will compaflio~
nate our difappointment, when we happen ta
find thatthe firanger is not dire¢ from England.
This frequently occurs, and we return load-
ed with chagrin, Of two fhips which have
been this day thronged with eager vifitors, one
proved to be from Newfoundland with fifh,
and the other from the coaft of Africa with
{laves—confequently neither of them knew
fo much of England or thg convoy as ours
felves.

* News has juft reached Barbadoes that fome
of our frigates have captured feveral privas

»
1
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- teers off Trinidad, 'This is peculiarly impot»
tant at the prefent moment, as multitudes of
our defencelefs tranfports are fcattered over

thefe feas, in fearch of which hofts of arm-

ed cruifers have been fitted out by, the enes
my. '

I am fotry to tell you that information of
an unpleafant_nature has reached us from Gre-
nada, in confequence of which it has been
deemed expedient to embark a body of troops
on board the Expedition drmée en flute, and
other {fmaller veflels, to fend to the relief of .
that ifland, without waiting for the arrival of
the commander in chief,

Could it have beén forefeen, that the re-
mainder of the convoy would have been de-
‘tained fo many weeks behind us, the troops
which have been accumulated at Barbadoes
. might have been beneficially employed in re~
floring tranquillity to out difordered iflands,
and, perhaps, have been fliil in time to have -
joined in the great, and more combined ob-
je@ of the expedition. But it is not given
to humanity to forcfee events, and the fad difs
afters of this formidable armament only tend
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to prove the extreme uncertainty which muft

ever attend our expeditions, The plan may
be concerted with wifdom ; all the neceffaries
amply provided; and the force, on failing,
~ fully adequate to the intended purpofes: yet,
* after all, the lamentable uncertainty of the
elements will often fruftrate the beft -and
wifeft arrangements. If an army be deftined
to march, by land, to any given fpot, it may
be calculated,” with confiderable accuracy, in
what number, and at what period it fhall ar-
~ rive; and, with flill greater certainty, any given
quantity of ftores and provifions may be tranf-
ported with it: but no fuch accuracy can
be attained where the high-road is the fea,
and the tracklefs path to be traced by the
capricious'and inconftant winds.

. We have an encampment of negroes
formed near to Bridge-Town, upon a fpot call
ed Conflitution-hill. They are a fine body
of men, who have been enlifted from the re«
~ volted French iflands, or brought away on
the evacuation of them by our troops. They
are altive and expert, and are training into a
formidable corps to affift in our intended ex
peditions, About fixteen hundred of them

24
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bear atms ; befides whom there are twelve
hundred to be employed as pioneers. They
have all the vivacity and levity of the French
chara@er about them ; and it, occafionally, af-
fords us amufement to obferve the Barbadoes
negroes regard them with evident amazement,
gaping with wonder at their volatility and
-alertnefs.  John Bull differs not more widely
from a Parifian petit-maitre than many of the
Barbadoes 'flaves from the ﬁzblc JSops of this
{prightly corps.

It is' now the dry feafon of the year at
" Barbadoes, and if you have imbibed the fame .
idea of a tropical climate which I remember
“to have once felt, you will learn, with furprife,
that very few days bave pafled, fince our ar-
rival, without a refrething fhower of rain.
The heatis far more fupportable than we had
expeGed. The thermometer, at noon, is
commonly about 80, and very feldom. exceeds
- 82 ; we have not yet feen itabove 84. -

It happens, fortunately, that fome of the
fhips, laden with the temporary hofpitals,
made in England, have arrived in Carlifle Bay,
and, likewife, a few of the men belonging to
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thecorps of artificers; who, together with fome
creole and negro carpenters, are alively em~
ployed in fitting and putting up thefe frames
with all poffible expedition : but much of hurry
and difficulty might have been avoided had the
hofpitals, the barracks, and other buildings
been fent out in time to have been ereGed be-
fore any of the troops, or any divifion of the
moving part of the expedition arrived.

The confufion that muft neceflarily arife
from the arrival of the foldiers, of the build-
ings requiring to be ereted, and of all the va-
sious departments, at the fame moment, muft
. be felf-evident; and it will readily appear,

from the hurried and numerous claims each
- department will have upon the.artificers, that
many of the requifites attaching to the hofpi-
tals may not be completed, before the more
prefling occafion for them has ceafed, on ac-
count of the removal of the troops to diftant

ftations., Prefent expenence may convey an
ufeful leflon.

From the great exertions now making we
hope very foon to have hofpital room at St.
Anne’s Hill for, atleaft, a thoufand fick, and I
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am forty to remark, from the unhealthy ftate

in which fome of the tranfports have alreg- -
dy arrived, that it feems likely we may have

occafion for it all ; but we have the further ac-

commodation of hofpital fhips, fhould they be

required, and have, therefore, the profpe& of

feeing all the fick comfortably placed, and

amply provided with fuch neceflaries as their

unfortunate ftate may demand. This, to a
medical officer, is a circumftance of no trivial
import. 'To the fervice it is likewife effential :
but, fpeaking as an individual, I know of
few things that could be fo truly diftreffing ta.
a man of feeling and humanity, as to behold a
- crowd of brave and fuffering foldiers lying
deftitute of the comforts and accommodations'
required in ficknefs ; and you will believe
that I have very finicere gratification in finding
that I am not likely to be expofed to thxs
pamful neceﬂity

In a moon-light walk from St. Anne’s

~ hill to Bridge-Town, after our vifit at the

hofpital, our attention was lately very power=

fully arrefted by the ftriking appearance of

a gently waving grove of coco nut trees, at the

fide of the road. From the bnghtnefs of the
"VOL. I. ¢c
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moon, the peculiar form of the trees, and the
dead ftillnefs of the night, we were fuddenly
firuck with the grandeur and folemnity of the
fcene ; nor do I know that my eye was ever
attracted to one fo divinely foft and fepulchral.
On beholding it, I was fixed in penfive con-
- templation. The trees grew nigh, one to ano-
ther, and the naked trunks formed fo many
ftately pillars, (upporting their palmated {fum-
mits, which, ftretching to meet each other,
afflumed the femblance of extenfive aifles
~ of Gothic arches. The whifpering breeze
gently waved the leaves in foothing undu-
lation, while the deep and dark.fhading fo-
liage fhut out the filver moon-beams, leav-
ing only an occafional folitary ray, to fteal
in here and there, at partial openings, to in-
creafe the intereft and relieve the plaintive
gloom. A contemplative mind could net fail
to be enamoured with the foft melancholy of
the fcene. It produced a kind of folemn, and
tender enchantmient ; the effe& of which was
highly increafed from the broad fea appearing
beLow the grove, whofe waters, in all the ftill-
nefs of night, bearing the trembling beams of
the moon upon their furface, moved in gen-
th murmurs to the ihore, and brokc in ‘whife
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pers, fcarcely to be heard, upon the fands.
Never was fpot more calculated to fill the
mind with fublime and tender impreflions !
It feemed the fit abode of filence, and of fleep
—a facred fhade where the child of forrow
might {weetly indulge his grief, liften to the
fympathetic ruftlings that whifpered ‘to his
fighs, and pour forth, in refle¢tion and peni-
tence, the genuine effufions of the heart :

¢¢ What folemn f{olitude around !
Here Nature’s true fublime is found :
Hence thought fhould travel to the fky.”

It was a penfive and fequeftered retirement,
where a forrowing and heart-rended lover
might indulge a full feaft of foul, in offering .
his devotions at the tomb of a loft miftrefs ¢
for, amidft fuch {cenes, the mind fprings from
its manfion of clay, to range in plaintive co=
gitation and delight : it feafts in rapturous
melancholy, and, dwelling in folemn thought,
is elevated above itfelf, Filled with fublime
"contemplation, the fpirit is unmindful of its
earthly chains, and the foul, abforbed in great-
nefs, foars to its peaceful and heavenly manfion - -
above. '

cca



LETTER XXIX.

Author claims the freedom of < noting” upon all fubjells:
Polite and learned praclitioners in medicine at Barbadees.

The contrary. Anecdote of a Barbadoes medicafier. . Re-
marks upon the fatal confequences of allowing every pretender
to range at large in the medical profeffion.  Empirics and
patents. ~ New Tavern at Bridge:Town. Mode of fepara-
ting “the feeds from cotton. Barbadees method of carrying
children.  Suggeflion whether it may not be preferable to the
Englifh method. A fpecimen of the bitter hard/bips of
Slavery.

Barbadees, March.

It being ftipulated that all fubjedts of re-
mark are to find place in my Notes, you will
not reproach me with the diffentient term
« Parith bufinefs,” if an occafional fentence
thould chance to fteal in wpon the topic of
medicine. Indeed you have defired it thould
be fo, and this, at once, prevents the necefficy

of apology.

You will have colle@ted, from what I have
faid before, that there are Gentlemen in the
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medical profeflion in Barbadoes, who are,
equally, an honor to their profeflion, and an
ornament to fociety, and I may here repeat
that many fuch are to be met with in the
ifland. But it is an unhappy truth that there
dre others who are only pre-eminent in igno-
rance, for, alas ! praQitioners in medicine may
be found'in this ifland, who, in learning and
manners, are not far removed above the flaves.
They are more illiterate than you can believe,
and the very negro doflors of the eftates too
juftly vie with them in medical knowledge.
It has happened to us to fee, among them,
men, who inftead of having the care of the
health and lives of their fellow-fubjeéts, ought
not to be entrufted to compound a pill, or a -
bolus. A tyro, advanced only a year or two
in his apprenticefhip, in England, is far bet-

ter inftru@ed in his profeffion, than fome of

the foi-difans and pradifing proficients of
‘Barbadoes. Totally unprepared with a claf-
fical educatiop, and, indeed, wholly devoid-
of the very rudiments of literature, they-
indolently wafte 'a few years, in the houfe, -
cor idly looking out at the fhop-window of
fome uneducated apothecary of the ifland, and
then in all the bold confidence of ignorance,

: < €ce3
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they commence Dottors,feeling themfelvesfully
qualified, without profeflional reading, without
vifiting the fchools of Europe, without expe-
rience, and I might fay, without thought, or
judgment, to undertake the cure of all the
direful maladies which afli& the human frame;
—in fhort, without one neceflary qualification
do thefe creole pretenders feel themfelves com-
petent to exercife all the various branches of
the healing art.

Cleghorn, Mafter, and myfelf called, late-
ly, at the fhop of one of the praditioners of
this clafs, to purchafe fome Peruvian bark,
when we found our brother doftor difpofed to
- be facetious and communicative ; and prone
to talk with equal confidence and loquacity.
His bark, he aflured us, was * of the beft,” for
he had plenty of the ¢ Cort. Peruv. optimum,
and had * advertifed it for fale,” although he
% never ufed it for his patients ;” — adding to
this very liberal and laudable avowal * I have
¢ alfo the Cort. Peruv. common, but 1 never
write now for the Cort. Peruv. fecond: for-
-merlf I did, and the druggifts cheated me,
but I have found them out, and now make the
Cort, Peruv. fecond myfelf. 1 mix a little of

v
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the Cort. Peruv. optimum, with the Cort. Peruv.
common, and fo make Cort. Peruv. fecond,* and
in this way gain the money myfelf which,
before, I foolifhly paid to the druggifts in Eng-
land.” '

" This man who, independent of a total want
of profeflional kndwledge, avowedly, and from
the moft fordid motives, never adminiftered
to his patients a fingle grain of that bark,
which (even in proper cafes for its exhibition)
was moft likely to prove beneficial,—tbis man
is a bufy praitioner in Bridge-Town, and is
efteemed the great Hippocrates, the family’
_do&tor, and the confidential, and prime - guar-
dian of health to many of the inhabitants of
Barbadoes !

In all climates, a found judgment, and an
acutenefs of difcrimination, together with a
corre& knowledge of the human frame, are
neceflary to the fuccefsful treatment of dif-
cafes : but in the Weft Indies, where the attack

. * It were much to be withed, that the vendors of drugs
had not difcovered a ftill worfe means of adulterating this
moft valuable medicine,

cc4
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is frequently fudden, and the progrefs deftruc-
tively rapid, if the malady be negle@ed or
* badly treated, in its incipient ftage, medicine
becomes inefficient, and, too often, the difeafe
cannat be fubdued by all the art of the wifeft
Phyfician.—How lamentable, then, is it that
fuch ignorant medicafters as our ¢ Cort Peruv.
optimum” fhould be entrufted, and particu-
larly in atropical region, with the health and
lives of multitudes of their fellow-beings.

When we refle& that the riches and
profperity of a country.conne&, moft inti-
mately, with its population, and that the
lives of men are of the higheft impertance ta

the flate, it becomes matter of furpnfe and .

aftonithment, that, even in the remoteft colony,
fuch pretenders thould be permitted to difgrace
the healing art.  Ifthat wife principle « falug
populi fuprema lex, be corre@, and I fufpet it-
cannot be difputed, the health of the people
muft be a fubjed of prime confideration in the
eye of every government ;—how then are we
to account for the apathy which permits
fuch dangerous dofors to wield the deftru@ive
lance, or, how fhall we explain the mifcalcu-
lating policy which not ouly tolerates a tre-
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mendous hoft of empiries, but fuffers them to
overrun every part of the ftate, under the all-
creating fanction of a patent, or allows them,
on the bare privilege of bold affurance, to com=
mit depredations upon the health, the purfes,
and tbe lives of His Majefty’s fubje@s?

You will recolle@ the name of Betfy
Lemon” the refpe&able mulatto whom I for=
merly mentioned to you as the leading fupport
of the Bar at Mary Bella Green’s, and you
will be pleafed to learn that fhe is releafed from
the-toils of flavery, and placed in a more in-
dependent fituation, where the may become’
eftablithed as an ufeful and refpe@table member
of the community. She has opened a new
tavern at Bridge-Town, where we have made .
a party of encouragement, to take a dinner,
and drink to the fuccefs of the hoftefs; and, \
from the accommodations we met with, I may
add, that, thould any more of your friends fol-
low us to Barbadoes, you may aflure them of
attention and good treatment at-the houfe of
Betfy Lemon.

In one of our late walks, near Bridge-
Town, we met with two {mall windmills,



394

ere&ed for the purpof;: of clearing the cotton
from its feeds ; and, as they happened to be
in motion we availed ourfelves of the opportu-
nity of waiting a fhort time, to witnefs the pro-
cefs. The cotton, when pulled from the pod,
envelopes the feeds, forming the matrix in
which they grow and are embedded ; and it is
feparated from them by being -caufed to pafs
through the bite of two fmall metallic rollers,
placed horizontally, one over the other, and
turned by the a&ion of the mill. Thefe pafl-
ing round, near to each other, are fed with the
cotton, which they take in, without receiving
the feeds, leaving them to fall to the ground,
orinto a bafket below, while the cotton, drawn
between the rollers, pafles through and is
eje@ed into a box on the oppofite fide. The
procefs is fo entirely fimple that it might be
performed equally well by a f{maller inftru-
ment worked with the hand, or the foot, and
which we are told is the method pracifed in
many parts of the Weft Indies.

Among the novelties which meet the eye
~ of an European upon his arrival at Barbadoes,
or probably in any of the Weft India iflands,
is the practice of carrying the children acrofs

\
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the hip, inftead of feating them upon the arm..
The lower clafs of white women, in Barbadoes,
have adoped this cuftom, from the example
of the negroes, among whom it feems to be

the univerfal mode of nurfing ; and, perhaps, .

it would admit of 'argument, whether this
method be not preferable to the European cuf-
tom of carrying them upon the arm. Seated
upon.the hip, the infant foon learns to cling,
and in a great meafure to fupport itfelf ; but, .
placed upon the arm, it muft always remain a
helplefs or dead weight upon the mother, being
without the power of aflifting itfelf, or reliev-
ing its pofition.  Further, itis {o conveniently
placed when upon the hip, that the mother
can fupport it with much greater facility, for
by only putting the arm behind it, the child
can lie back, or reft and change its pofture in
various ways: thus the weight becomes lefs fa-
tiguing to the mother, and perhaps lefs inju-
rious to the infant ; for, at this tender age,
the long bones of the thigh, not being firmly
offified, are liable to yield, and a degree of de-
formity may be induced, from their being made
to bear the whole weight of the body, at long
and frequent periods, upon fo narrow a feat
as thearm. ' ’
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Trivial as this fubje@ might appear 1.
fome, it is worthy the ferious confideration of
Britith mothers, and nurfes. A deformed ng-
grois a very rare obje@,and this may probably -
be attributed, in great meafure, to the mannes
of nurfingthem in their infancyj; for, befides the
better mode of carrying them, they have the
further advantage of being allowed to crawl
about upon their hands and feet, in perfe&
freedom, unreftrained by ligatures, or tight
garments.

Although I have obferved the mode of
carrying children upon the hip to be the com-
mon method of nurfing among the flaves, yet,
when they have to carry them to a great dif-
tance, they neither place them upon the hip,
nor the arm, but upon the back ; and I have,
frequently, been furprized to obferve by what
flight fupport they fecure them in this fitua-
tion. A mere pocket handkerchief, tied care-
lefsl'y round the mother, often forms all their

" feat, and all their fafety !

A few eveningsago Thad the afﬂxamg op-.
-portunity of witneflinga fcene of cruelt) , which
ftrongly exemplified the abje@, ard wretched-
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ly humiliating condition to which human be-
ings are fubjected in a life of flavery. I hap-
pened to be waiting upon the quay for the
Lord Shefhield’s boat, in order to return on
~ board, when two men, apparently white creo-
les, came up, and feized a negro, who ' was
ftanding near me, accufing him of having run
~ away from his mafter. -The poor black af-
- fured them that he had no mafter,—that he
belonged to Mrs. -, that he was well
known in the town,—and that they muft, cer-
tainly, have miftaken his perfon; and, upon
thefe grounds, urged the impropriety of their
taking him to prifon. But, regardlefs of his .
remonftrances, and of their own error, they
- tied him with a heavy cord, faftened his hands,
and forced him towards the place of confine-
ment ! Curiofity led me to follow them. The
poor man ftill pleaded his innocence, and the
miftake theyhad committed, begging and pray-
ing to be allowed to refer them to his Mif-
trefs, or to another family in the town, to iden-
tify his perfon. Heedlefs of his proteftations -
and entreaties they ftill dragged him on, and
from his only exprefling a relutance at being
thus, unjuftly, hurried to a prifon, one of thefe
hardened wretches ftruck him a viclent hlow
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on the head, with alarge flick, calling out to
the other, in broad Barbadoes accent,
¢ Daa-am him, cut him down.”

A litle before they reached the prifon
they had to pals a door-way where there
- happened to be a ftrong light, by means of
which one of thefe cruel infiruments of the
law of force inftantly recognifed the poor ill-
treated {lave, and finding that they were aGu-
ally guilty of the miftake which the negro
had ftated, he called out to his favage' comrade,
who had ftruck the helplefs black upon the
head, * Daa-am him, I know the fellow, we
muft let him go,” upon which, they both,
with horrid and dreadfu! imprecations, ordered
him to ftand, without flirring ,whilethey fhould
untie him; and, upon his only moving his
arm to expedite the loofening of the cord,
they {wore, that if he dared * to ftir, or loek
favage,” they would * cut him down,” or put
, him, ¢ dire@ly into prifon.” Such was the
compenfation dealt him for the unjuft and
cruel treatment he had already received. The
wretches not only dragged the poor unoffend-
ing flave to a prifon, in defiance of his folemn
affurances of their having miftaken his perfon,

9
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and without allowing him an appeal to any one
who knew him, but, becaufe he ventured to
* fay they were committing an error,. had the
inhumanity to ftrike him with a force fuffi-
cient to have fra&ured his {kull, and to threat-
en him with the further feverity of death, or
adungeon, fhould he dare to exprefs only a /ook
“of difpleafure. '

What muft have been the feelings of this
injured man? who, after being abufed and
mal-treated, was further putin fear of his life, -
fhould he only permit nature to aflume her
feat on his brow,—fhould the cruelty, pain,
and injuftice he had fuffered, only caufe a mark
of difapprobation to appear upon his counte- -
nance! But Nature, however profcribed, was
notto bereftrained byfuchcommand! While the
. power of memory remains to me I can never—
never forget the indignant, but hopelefs ex-
preflion of injury which overfpread the features
of this poor flave, as he retired ! —He felt ag-
grieved,and........ .. - was con{fcious that he
had no remedy,—no appeal !
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LETTER XXX,

Author fends bis friend a liff of the fbips of the convoy which
bad reached Barbadoes. A veffel from Liverpool arrives
in Carlifle Bay. The body of the fleet fiill wandering up-
on the occan.  Packet flill delayed. Cork divifion found to
be at Cove long after it was reported at fea.”  Probability of
the author and his comrades being employed, in confequence
of the iricreafing number of fick. Carlifle-Buy difiurbed-by
Prefs-gangs. Confufon created by the failors of one of
the tranfports reffling them. The Lord Sheffeld vifited
by two gangs in one night.

Barbadoes March g.

IT occurs to me that, amidft all the uncertain-
ties of our unfortunate fleet, it may be pleafant
to you and others of our friends to know
which of the thips have made good the paf-
fage, I, therefore, fend you the annexed lift of
upwards of {ixty, which are now fafeat anchor
in Carlifle Bay.

A veffel from Liverpool is come into
harbour, which failed on the gth of January,
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but we are ftill without any late news of the

fleet, which failed on'the gth of December; and,

fingular to tell, the Liverpool thip, now arriv-

ed, made the whole paffage without happen-

ing to fall in with any one of the convoy.

We learn that, previous to her failing from.
port, the Admiral had again written to Eng-
land, mentioning that ninety fail flill re-

mained ‘with him, at the date of his let-

ter ; but that, from the repeated gales they

had met with, he feared, the others had

been obliged to put back difabled. It would

feem, from this, that he has no idea of fo con- -
fiderable a number having reached Barbadoes.
We, who are here, obferving on the other
hand that very heavy and bad-failing veffels
have made their paffage, are furprized what
¢an fo long have detained the remainder of the
convoy ; and what can be the caufe why we
are fo long without any dire& and accurate
. intelligence of its fituation. It is now thir-
teen weeks fince the fleet left England, and we
- know about as much concerning the great body
of it, at this moment, as if it were failing in the
moon. T

VOL. I D D -
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.- We are fadly anxious for the arrival of &
packet, and of newfpapers, neither the fhip
from Glafgow, nor that from Liverpool having
brought more than one or two papersof the few
days preceding their departure. We look for
them in feries, and expe& quite a feaft of de-
light from the perufal. Debarred from the
news of our own country, and the old world,
we have occafionally been much gratified by
reading the American papers,* brought by
veflels which have arrived with ftores and pro-
* vifions from the United States.

We, who are deftined to proceed to St.
Domingo, have new difappointment in finding
that the Cork divifion, intended for that ifland,
had not failed at a date many weeks fubfequent
to the time it had been reported at fea ; and
hence we feel it probable that we may even
yet be long delayed: nor does it feem un-
likely, thar, before we depart, we may be cal- ,
led of duty at Barbadoes, in confequence of
the increafing number of fick, and the non-ar-
rival of the medical officers of the Charibbee-
" Ifland, or what, with ftrange incorre@nefs, has
been called the Leeward-Ifland ftaff.

~
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You will, perhaps, be furprifed to know
that the tranfports in Carlifle bay have been
feveral times interrupted, and the whole har-
bour difturbed, and brought into a ftate of con-
- fufion, by the vifitings of different prefs-gangs, .
in the exercife of that neceffary cuftom, fo re-.
pugnant to the feelings, and the freedom of
Englithmen.

In one inftance an alarming fcene took
place in confequence of the failors of one of
the thips refifting this arbitrary and uncon-
ftitutional method of obtaining their fer-
vices. They oppofed the boarding, and beat,
off the agent, and two boats with the prefs-
gang. This refiftance was foon followed by

the appearance of a party of foldiers, with fire-  ~

locks and fixed bayonets, who had been call-
ed upon to aid the prefs-gang, and to force the
failors to fubmiffion. Upon feeing the troops
"approach, thus formidably armed, the failors
jumped into the thip’s boat, and made the beft
of their way towards the fhore. The prefs-
gang and two or three boats, filled with armed
foldiers, purfued them. A general fenfation of
alarm overfpread the harbour, and it was fear-
ed that much blood would be thed. Every:
DDz
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* veflel was thronged with {fpeQators, an univet-
> {al impulfe was excited, and feelings of anxiety
feemed to poflefsevery mind. The failors ma.
'nceuvred beft in the race. They gained head-
way at every pull of their oars, and made the -
fhore ata point beyond the reach of the {oldiers
and their mufquets. Several thots were fired at
themin vain; and upon their landing,a loud and
general fhout inftantly fpread around; which
feemed to be involuntary, but was ftrongly ex-

. prefliveof the with of the multitude that the fail-
ors mightefcape. Theironly hope was in flight,
and fome of them had the good fortune to elude
the activity and vigilance of their purfuers ; but

- the foldiers proved to be more fuccefsful
in the chafe, on fhore, than they had been
in the boats, for a party of the failors was
brought back a fhort time after, under a ftrong
guard, and compelled to fubmit to this law of

force.

It has been our fortune on board the

- Lord Sheffield to be difturbed by two different
parties of the prefs-gang in the courfe of the
fame night : one of which came alongfide at
midnight,—the other at fwo o'clock in the
morning. * From ftealing upon us unexpe&ed-

7
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ly, and in the dark, you will fuppofe that
much hurry and confufion was created. Being
‘wakened by the noife and running of people
over my head, I put on my robe de chambre,
and went up to learn the caufe, when, finding
it to be the prefs-gang, I felt'a ftrong difpo-
fition to obferve their conduét and manner of
_ proceeding; and therefore remained upon deck,

during the whole time they contmued on
board.

A Lieutenant of the navy was flalking
up and down with a huge drawn fabre in his’
hand, calling out, with boatfwain’s lungs, for
the fteward to bring up a light. - His men wete
. ruoning about every part of the fhip armed
with cutlafles, piftols, hangers, and. various
other weapons, and inftruments of death,

Such of the failors of the fhip whom they -

found upon deck, were inftantly tumbled in-
to a boat at the fide, filled with armed men.
The others fecreted themfelves in holes and
corners, while-the old fteward with feeming
hafte, but with fox-like cunning, delayed the
light. Perhaps you will fay it wasa little fe-
vere to demand a light, at all, from the fhip,
in order to rob her of her own men ; but the

pD3
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whole proceeding was alike arbitrary and de-
fpotic, and this only confiftent with tke other
parts of it. They had come in darknefs, and
with muffled oars, that they might take the vef-
fel by furprife, and were unable to profecute
their fearch, into the remote and concealed
parts of the fhip, without the aid of light.

The fteward, fomewhat endangered from
the ire he had provoked by his well-contrived
delay, at length appeared with the lantern;
and a general fearch was immediately made be-
low. The cabins,—the cable-tier,—the pan-
tries,—the lockers—the very pig-fty,—every
" hole and corner they could think of were hunt-

ed out, and they feemed refolved that not a fpot
thould be omitted.” Yer, notwithftanding all
their vigilance, feveral of the failors contrived
to elude the fearch.. One, who had not time
to efcape to a place of more probable fecuri-
ty, remained quietly in his hammock, and,
when they came to examine it, affeted to a-
-wake uttering a loud groan, ftrongly expreflive
of pain and {uffering. Hearing this the prefs-
gang afked who it was, and if a failor, The
mate, who was watching them with a vigil
“ance not inferior to their own, immediately re~
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plied that it was a fick man, who had been
long confined to his birth. His promptitude
was fuccefsful : fick men they did not want ;
and the failor was left undifturbed—his free-
dom the fruit of his well-timed ftratagem, and
of the expertnefs of the mate in promoting it.

The fecond party came more openly, and
without obferving the fame flillnefs of ap-
- proach, confequently all the failors who were
likely to fuit them, were fecreted before they
could reach the deck; and from the mate re-
~ ceiving them frankly, and afluring them that .
they were too late in their vifit, in confe-
quence of their comrades having but juft pre-
ceded them, and taken away the great'ci' part
of the fhip’s company, they did not fubje& the
veflel to fo minute and prying a fearch, but,
after looking generally round the fhip, went
quietly away without a man.

PD4
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LETTER XXXI,

. Senate boufe, and general affembly of Barbadses. Punch and
Sangaree a pleafant part of the debate.  Altercation in the
court of Chancery. Interefling party dine with the mefs
of the Lord Sheffield. Hazardous efcape of two Engli /b -
men_ from confinement.  Honorable conduf of Wictor
Hugué's fecretary.  Remarks on bribery and corruption—
on patriotifm.  Self-love, and the love of fame _ﬂrmger
incentives to aclion than leve of country.

Barbadoes, March 15

I NOW take up my pen, to you after ma-
king a v1ﬁp to the fenate houfe,x and being
prefent at a fitting of the general affembly’
of the ifland. The proceedings were con-’
du@ed according to the routine of our Houfe
.of Commons, which the affembly regards as
its model. The reprefentatives, like ours, are
returned from the provinces, two, not, in-
deed, from each county, but from each parith :
and, there being eleven parifhes in the ifland,
- the affembly, confequently, confifts of twenty-
two members.

As in our houfe, fo in theirs, the perfon
who prefides is denominated— the fpeaker”

Ve



409

~—the bearer had perhaps been miore cor~
rect, as he happens to be the only. perfon
who is precluded from fpeaking in the debate,
and is appointed, for the exprefs purpofe of
hearing all others, who, through him, addrefs
their arguments to the houfe.

Among the members we recoguized fe-
veral of the gentlemen whom we had feen
in our marooning excurfion into the country.
It did not happen to be a fitting of great
intereft to ftrangers, there being but little
before the houfe for difcuflion, and, confe~ .
quently, few debates. Reading and paffing
‘a militia a&, and fome other bills, confti-
" tuted nearly the whole bufinefs of the meet-
ing. One part of the proceedings, however,
we thought to be ftrictly in the - - - - order of
the day. It was exceflively warm, and we
were {adly parching with thirft, when two per-
fons fuddenly appeared with a large bowl, and-
atwo quart glafs filled with punch and fanga-

ree. Thefe were prefented to * Mr. Speaker”: - |

who, after dipping deep into the bowl, -pafled
it among the members : nor was the audience
forgotten, for we were moft gratefully taught
that the hofpitality, fo univerfal in the ifland,
lives even in the fenate, The glafs was handed
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up to us, and we found that it was cor-
redly in order for ftrangers to join in this
part of the debate. It came at a moment pe-
culiarly opportune, and we drank deeply and
cordially to our friends, and the houfe-of
aflembly.

The court of Chancery, with the go-
vernor as prefident, was fitting in a chamber
above, and, fuddenly; a loud clamour, indica-

' ting difcord and confufion, was -heard from
that quarter ; we, therefore, left the houfe
of affembly and afcended to the upper houfe,
in the defire of afcertaining whatcould poffibly
have caufed fuch turbulent proceedings ; when
" we found this auguft aflembly totally ab.
forbed in a quarrel between two of its members,
who had interrupted the bufinefs of the fitting,
and diverted the attention of the houfe exclu~
fively to their perfonal difpute. Each remained
obftinately inflexible, with regard to the re.
quired acknowledgment, and neither+ could
be brought to any terms of conceflion ; hence,
after a long interruption, it proved that the
houfe had only to leaveit to be fettled as a
perfonal quarrel, according to the feelings of
the parties. Perhaps it had been more con~
fiftent had the court, from the firft, maine
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tained its own dignity, and not fuffered its
proceedings to have yielded to a perfonal al-
tercation within its own walls, which, there,
it might have prevented, but which between
the individuals it had not the power to con-'
trol. There appeared no profpec of a recon-
ciliation between the parties, nor of the har-
mony of the court being fufficiently re-efta-
blifhed for the bufinefs of the meeting to be re-
fumed; we therefore left them, in order to
purfue our further engagements.

You will be pleafed to know that we
have, lately, had a very interefting party to
dine with us on board the Lord Sheffield ;
among whom were three gentlemen who had
recently returned from imprifonment—one
from France, the others from Guadaloupe.
The narrative of their confinement and treat-
ment, together with fome anecdotes of perfons
whom they had about them, afforded us much
amufement, and gave to their details a hngh
degree of intereft.

One of the gentlemen, who had been ta-
ken to Guadaloupe, was confined on boarda
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prifon fhip, with feveral others of our coun-
trymen, where, being treated with great ri-
gour, and fed with a very fcanty allowance of
bad food, he entered into a confidential agree~
ment, with one of his fellow-prifoners, to con-
cert fome means of efcape; and, one day,
feeing a boat, convenient for their purpofe,
come to the fhip, they ftepped over the
fide of the veflel, and defcending fuddenty
into it, as it lay alongfide, immediately threw
overboard three of the five negroes, who
were in it, and compelled the other two to take
up their oars, and 2flift in rowing them away.

The fuccefs of this perilous enterprife
was equal to the boldnefs with which it was
undertaken, The fentinels fired at them in
_vain: being once clear of the fhip they
pulled the oars with vigour, and, encouraging
the blacks to their aid, were foon out of reach.
~ Neither boats, nor bullets were able to- over-
. take them: they were quickly at fea, in their
open fkiff, and, gladly, entrufled themfelves
to the mercy of the elements. The weather
favored them, and they foon made a port
of fafety in a Britith ifland.

e
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The manner in which the other gentle-
man who had been confined in Guadaloupe
obtained his releafe was alfo attended with
peculiar, and ftrongly marked circumftances.
Having an opportunity of {peaking with the
fecretary of Vicor Hugues, he reprefented
‘to him in firong colours the very ferious per-
fonal injury his confinement might bring
upon him, and urged the abfolute impoffibility
of his releafe being injurious to any indivi-
dual of the French nation, fupporting his
appeal with the offer of a fum nearly equal
to 1200l fterling, to be paid au citoyen fecre-
taire, provided he would contribute his aid
in obtaining him and two of his friends per-
miffion to leave the. ifland. The fecretary
rejedted the offer with difdain, expreffing
both anger and aftonithment that he fhould
dare to imagine that he was capabable of
being feduced by a bribe; adding that *for-
merly Frenchmen were venial and might be
‘bought ; but now, citoyen, we are republicans!
and a good republican requires not a bribe
to encourage him to the execution of his duty,
nor is capable of being, thereby, impeled
to commit a breach of it.” He, never-
thelefs, liftened with attention to the pecu-
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liar feverity of the cafe, and having heard
the particulars, appeared to feel a degree of in-
tereft regarding the hardfhips that were repre-
fented. Upon leaving the gentleman he faid
he would try to intercede in his behalf; and
intimated a hope that he might be able in the
courfe ofa week to communicate fome report
to him. A few days only had elapfed when the
fecretary returned, bringing with him the pri-
~ foner’s releafe, which he prefented to him,
with felicitations, exprefling himfelf hap-
py in being the means of his regaining
his liberty, and, peremptorily, refufing to ac-
cept, even the flighteft compliment for the
fervice he had rendered him.

. Would all men a& thus, my friend, of

how little confequence were it whether they
were denominated republicans, ariftocrats, or
‘royalifts! 'What the form of government, or
who fhould rule the land, could be of little
confequence, were honor and virtue made
the rulers.of men’s a&tions. Speaking from
the warm feelings of the heart a very elegant:
writer has faid, “I cannot be more con-
vinced- of the truth of any demonftration in
Euclid than Iam that that fyftem of politics
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mift be beft by which thofe I love are made
happy”—but, perhaps, it might be faid, with
ftill greater corre@nefs, that that [yflem of
- government muft be beft, where virtue, among the

people, moft prevails.

"It is idle to declaim againft a government,
while individuals—while even zhofe 2who
complain have not virtue enough to with-
ftand the feducing lures of corruption! Let
the people be virtuous, and the govérhment
will never be corrupt. Were men to refift
bribery, and to expofe their feducers to pub-
lic reproach, few attempts would be made
upon their independence. But alas ! even thofe
who are loudeft in railing againft corruption,
but too commonly, when the magic wand ap-
proaches tbemfelves evince that. it was not
virtue raifed their voices! Too often the
difordered appetite, which calls aloud for the
high condiments of privation and patrioti{m,
feelsno naufeafrom a change of diet, but finds
all its acrid gnawings fpeedily appedfed by a
well-drefled dith of - = - - - loaves and fifbes!

-

Perhaps it may be doubted whether a
true patriot, in the full extent of the term,

~F
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ever exifted, that is, aman who could feel him«
{elf fo devoutly and abftratedly a patriot as,
wholly, to forego every perfonal confideration,
and devote himfelf exclufvely to his country.
Individuals, in conven:ion, may confent to
give up a portion of their perfonal rights, for
the general good, and for the fuperior ad-
vantages accruing to themfelves, in fociety:
but, perhaps, no man can love his country
better than himfelf, or become fo pure a pa-
triot as to facrifice his perfonal eafe, his com-
fort, his happinefs, and even his life, from 2

"‘_-/e,,-" FAS T jbndngﬁyb; the foil whereon he was born.
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Self-love would feem a more powerful
and more eflential principle of our nature
than love of our country, and, without fore-
going this great leading principle, a man
may be a very good patriot.—They are in no
degree incompatible, and, confiftent with the
duties he owes himfelf, a man may poflefs

_enough of patriotic virtue to call forth all the
high duties demanded of him by his country.

The love of fame, as 4 branch of felf-
love, is a much ftronger. principle of action
than patriotifm, and may lead to alts, whence
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the country is highly benefitted, and which
- from intimaecy of connexion, when only
fuperficially examined, may appear to arife
from patriotifm alone. Perhaps the-greateft
deeds of the moft renowned patriots, whether

of ancient or modern times, could- the princi-
ple from which they were derived be fairly
traced, or the fecret motives which caufed
them be fully difclofed, would be found to
have arifen, not barely from a patriotic feeling,
but, in a fill greater degree, from that power-
ful and infatuating paffion—the love of fame. -
Could thofe modern great men, or thofe
heroes of antiquity, who are faid to have died
for their country, have been fully made to be-
lieve that from the moment they ceafed to
breathe their names would never again be
heard, or uttered—that their remembrance
would at no future moment find place in the
minds of their friends or defcendants, or in
the annals of their country; and that their
deeds would be inftantly forgotten, and blot-
ted out in utter oblivion, it is more than
" probable they had never regarded all the good-
their country might derive from the facritice
as an equivalent for the lofs of life~and

VOL. I. EE
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that, confequently, thofe great a&s (faid to
be) of patriotifm had never been known.

It has been faid that—* were there no
uniform there would be no foldiers.” However
much this may be doubted, it will, perhaps,
be lefs difputed, that if no perfonal honor
or fame were to attach to thofe great deeds,
which are faid to arife from patriotifm, few
would die from an abftra& love of country,..

There is a happy fomething in our na-
ture which leads all men to extol honorable
and virtuous actions, and to deprecate fuch
as are corrupt and vicious: however de-
praved himfelf, there is a certain uprighy con-
du& which, in others, even the moft diffolute
does and muft approve! Every one, my
friend, will efteem the condu& of the republi-
can fecretary, which has led me to fatigue
you with thefe remarks. Alas! that every
one would learn to imitateit! Then might
thefe dire political contefts ceafe; and then
were it unimportant to Europe and the world
whether France fhall, ﬁnally, fucceed in efta-
blithing a republican government, or grow
weary of blood-ftained fa@ion and revert
to a monarchy!‘

'
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LETTER XXXII

Apacket arrives at Barbadoes. Carlifie Bay, and Bridge-

Town one great feene of confufion. High feaff of peru-
JSing the news-papers. The fleet fo long expeited at Bar-

badoes fill in England. Seafon growing late for military
operations. Report that bonors are to be conferred on Ad-
maral Chrifian for bis great exertions in taking care of the
convoy.  Admiral Cornwallis expefted in the Weft Indies.
Hope of peace wvanifbed. Aufirian armies checked and
defeated.  Scarcity of corn and fpecie in England. Gre-
nada in danger of being taken by the Brigands.—S8t. Vin-
cent - - - = by the Charibs. A French [py deteSted at Bar-
badboes, .

Barbadoes, March 16.

WHAT a day of hurry, confufion, and foli-
citude! a packet has at length arrived! From
December the gth, to March the 16th, have
we been feparated from you without hearing
one word of our friends, or fcarcely of our
country. How fhall I convey to you any juft
idea of the fcene this day has produced by the.
impatient multitude crowding in anxious ea-
- gernefs to obtain letters, to fee the papers, ’
and to hear the news!
EER’

..
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" Early in the morning a fignal appeated
at the fort, implying that a veflel was in fight,
Soon afterwards, this was lowered down, and
the packet fignal hoifted in its place ; when
inftead of the pleafing expetation of feeing
a veflel of our fleet, and learning news of the
convoy, all were on tiptoe in the fill more
lively hope of hearing news, not only of our
untortunate armada, but of Europe, of Eng-
land, and. .... our friends ! Concerning the
fleet we had grown quite weary of conjeure,
and now faw it probable that we might obtain
more accurate intelligence refpe@ing it, by
way of England, than by any fhip which had
been feparated from it upon the paffage.-

On the packet making the harbour it
caufed a crowd not unlike what you may have
feen at aailing or rowing match of boats up-
on the Thames. Each withing to be firft, and
" all being anxious to learn the news, the veflel
was befet on every quarter before the could
come to anchor, and the whole bay became.
one animated fcene of crowded fhips and
moving boats. Many who could not go tothe
packet as fhe entered the harbour, repaired on
fhore to be ready, there, to meet the news.
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The people of the town, alfo, thronged the
beach in anxious multitudes. All was bufy
expeQation. Impatience fcarcely allowed the
bags to reach the office ; every avenue to which
was fo clofely blockaded that the houfe was
quite in a ftate of fiege, and the poft-mafter
and his manfion in danger of being taken by
ftorm.

I: was about eleven o’clock when the in.
{peor general, Dr.Mafter,and myfelf, follow-
ingthe common impulfe, went to inquire for
our letters and papers ; but we could only ad-
vance within fight of the poft-office walls,—
to approach the door was utterly impoffible.
Finding the crowd to be fill fo deep, we rams
bled about the town, and made calls upon
various perfons in order to glean the news,
We found that it was the firft January packet,
 which had arrived, and hence it could not be
expeted to bring the regular papers later
than to the 6th of that month, although it
failed fo late as the gth of February, having
been detained at Falmouth waiting for a fas
yorable wiad.

BE 3
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Seeing no profpe& of afcertaining
whether we had any letters, we returned from -
the hot and crowded town t6 take our din-
ners quietly on board, and to enjoy the high
feaft of reading the papers, which our obliging
and attentive friend, Mr. Hinde, had kindly
allowed us to put into our pockets. You will
believe that this formed a moft exquifite de-
fert after our meal, and was of more grateful
flavor than all the fruits and fweets of a tropi-
cal foil.

To an Engliﬁxmananews-p‘a,per\is ane-
ver-failing fource of amufement ; and the high
delight thence derived appears to be, in fome
meafure, peculiar to our nation. If| therefore,
even at home, and in a peaceful hour, it be a
great pleafure to take up the Times or the
Chronicle of the morning, I put it to your
feelings to judge what muft have been our
enjoyment, when I tell you that, at this
wide diftance from our country, and after
being long fhut in ignorance regarding it, we
have been quietly feated in the thade of a coot
cabin to perufe the papers in the regular
feries of a whole fortnight. We remained
for feveral hours fecluded and in filence,—
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each feiring to fpeak left he fhould . dif-
turb the others. In fancy I fee you watch-
ing our party—-catching each glance of the
eye as it runs anxioufly over every co-
lumn—amufing yourfelf at the folemn ftillnefs
that obtains among us—and fmiling at the
fudden ftart and flight paufe of interruption
which occurs at the remoteft corner of the laft
page, leading only to the delay of extending
the arm for another paper. I fee you: con-
templating the ideas paffing in our minds, and
marking the varied expreflion upon our -
countenances as we pafs eagerly on from page
to page! But all thefe feelings have been
formerly - your own; you will therefore
know how to eftimate them. Had you not
been already a traveller I could have withed
you a long voyage that you might know
the real value of a Morning Herald, or an
evening Star—that you might enjoy the high
flavor of a true Englith feaft, feafoned with ab-
fence! Send out our friend * * * * that he
“may be roufed from the apathy which fo dif-
trefsfully encroaches upon his mechanical
round of luxury and indulgence! Tell him
~ that were he held in difappointed expe@ation,
from day to day, through many anxious weeks,
EE4
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he would find the amufements which he now
partakes with indifference to be really exqui-
fite : and aflure him that the variety of occur.
rences, during a temporary privation, might di-
vert him from a life of indolence and apall-
ing pleafure, and convince him that many
things he now difregards are capable of afford-
ing far more enjoyment, than the vapid time~
killing routine of parading in Bond-Street,~
~ treading upon muflin trains in the crowd of .
Kenfington Gardens,—and lounging at the
play and the opera, without hearing five words
-of the performance !

We find the uncertainty, regarding
our convoy, removed by the news we read,
but not fo fatisfactorily as we had.hoped;
for we have the mortification to learn that the
fleet, with which we failed from Spithead on
the gth of December, and which, for fo long
. paft, we have anxioufly and houtly expeted,
inftead of being fafe with us, at Barbadoes, is
lying quietly at anchor with you, in Eng-
dand !

~ From the papers it is afcertained that the
great body of the convoy, with our commander
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. in chief and the admiral, are returned.to St. .
Helen’s, after continuing féevén tedious weeks at

{ea, beating againft contrary winds and de-
" _ftru@ive florms, and that many of the fhips,
which had feparated, had previoufly put back
to Cork, Kinfale, Plymouth, and various other
ports. Thisis very diftrefling and vexatious
news, for it robs us of the pleafing hope with
which we had daily looked out for our com-
rades, and tells us that all ftill remains - - - - to
be done again! Twice has this great expedi-
tion put to fea, and during many months has
it been, daily, expe@ed to arrive : yet after a
fong and vivid fufpenfe do we now learn
¢hat it is ftill in an Englith hasbour, only pte-
paring to ﬁul'

A voyage to the Eaft Indies or to China
might be performed in lefs time than feemsto
be required for this unhappy expedition to
reach its deftination. It was expe&ted to fail
fo long fince as the month of September, and
- a@ually did put to fea in November, and again
on the gth of December ; and its arrival has
beer anxioufly looked for, by the people of
the iflands, more than half a year!
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The feafon is rapidly advancing—the
milder temperature of the climate,and the more
favorable period of the year are wearing away,
and the wet months faft approaching : we fear,
therefore, that all the ills to be apprehended
from climate may now be expe@ed in the
midft of the campaign, or before the troops
can well be brought into adion.

When or how the convoy is again to at-
tempt the voyage we do not learn : but it
feems to be the opinion, on your fide the wa-
ter, that the commander in chief will fail in a
frigate without delay, and that the fleet will
follow, in {fmall divifions, as fpeedilyas the fhips
can be repaired and madc ready for fea. This
would undoubtedly be mofl advifable ; for the
* waiting to affemble large convoys, and the de-
lays and accidents which neceflarily happen to
them, at fea, would fcem to be the very bane
of the enterprife.

- We are ftill told that the Cork divifion
. inay be daily expected, yet we learn that it had
not failed when the .packet left Falmouth.
From all we can collec it would feem proba-
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ble that more than fix thoufand troops, and up+
" wards of {ixty thips, many long fince arrived,
may have ftill to wait through another tedious -
period at Barbadoes.

We find it among the reports of the day
that honors are to be conferred onthe Admiral
for braving the weather, during fo many weeks
at fea, and returning to port i England with fo
great a number of the convoy in fafety. On
reading this the captain of our thip wittily afk-
ed—** What honors are thofe to receive, then,
who fought through all the perilous ftorms,
and have made good their paffage to a port
n === in the Wet Indies 2”

Some fay that it is likely Admiral Chrif-
tian will not again attempt this inaufpicious
voyage, and that Admiral Cornwallis will take
command of the fleet when it next fails : but
concerning this you will have the beft informa-
tion in England. Our prayers are that, let
+ who will command, you will fend out the
convoy, and not withhold from the troops
their long-expected, and much-honored chief.

If we are to. give any credit to what we
read in the papers it would.feem that the pro- .
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fpe of peace is more remote than fome had
ventured to hope. The Auftrians, we are for-
ry to find, have been checked on the Rhine,
and defeated under General de Vins in Pied-
mont. Before we failed from England appear-
ances were fomewhat pacific, and we were
not without the hope of foon returning to our
- friends—indeed the delay in the departure of
the fleet had been explained, by many, upon
the probability of an approaching peace! But
things again look more hoftile, and it feetns
likely that our tropical fojourn may be of
longer duration than was at firft expeted.

The papers we have received having, been
printed during the Chriftmas holidays, furnith
us with no parliamentary news ; but we learn
from them, with much regret, that our country
‘experiences a fearcity of corn, and of fpecie,
Without money, and without bread John Bull
would make war very badlyindeed! Wheat
we find is at the extravagant price of thirteen
fhillings per bufhel, and bread as high as
thirteen-pence half-penny the quartern loaf.
This, we fear, may create diffatisfaction, and .
lead to cammotions or illjudged excefles, -
from the people erroneoully attributing events

(
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t0 caufes which have no juft conneQion with
them ¥, ‘

Having culled all the leading heads of
news Dr. Cleghorn and myfelf went on fhore
in the evening, and returned the papers to Mr,

Hinde. 'We now took an opportunity of call- -

ing at the poft-office to afk for letters in the
hope of hearing from you all ; and there we
learned that a fad fcene of confufion had pre-
vailed throughout the day, from the crowd
forcing. their way into the office, and each
" perfon tumbling over the whole heap to look
for his own letters.

I am forry to have again to inform you

that late accounts from Grenada ftate the ifland

to be in great danger, and that we hold poffefs
fion of it by. a very precarious ‘tenure, the
‘troops being pent up in the town, and not

in fufficient force to march againft the Bri-

gands. From St. Vincent we hear, alfo, that the
inhabitants have been obliged to fly to arims

* We have been fo accuftomed to pay extravagantly
for bread, in England, fince this period, that the price
which then feemed frightfully enormous, might now be
deemed moderate, ‘

-~

~
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to affift the military, and that ftill they are not
powerful enough to defeat the Charibs, It is
further added that the negroes, impatient of
* remaining inaive, have petitioned to be fent
againft the enemy, threatening to go over to
the Charibs if not foon employed to fubdue
them.

I had nearly forgotten to inform you that

a French {py has been dete@ed among us, who

has been, for fome time, watching the proceed-
ings of the fleet at Barbadoes. It were un-
neceffary to add that his life will be the for-

feit of his temerity,

————

Sir Ralph Abercromby arrives at Barbadoes on St.7 Patrick’s
day.  Joyous feene in Carlifle bay. Author's refleions
upon feenes which may follow.  Succefs of the General in bis
third attempt to make the voyage. Many rumours expelted
to prevail.  Influence of feafon with refpect to a campaign
inthe Weft Indies. The general Cuyler, and Clarendon ar-
rive in Carlifle bay. State of the Clarendon. Perils of
the general Cupler. A Dutck mode of punifbment.
Progrefs of a leaky _/lup Concerning the fbips of the De-
cember convey which made good their paﬂage

March 17.°

HOW eventful are the hours which now pafs
beforeus! The fons of St. Patrick have not felt

4
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themfelves moreblefled, nor hailed in more joy=
ous greetings this hallowed daythan the anxious
multitude at Barbadoes. It was only yefterday
" that I tock up my pen to announce to you a
glad arrival, and I have néw to mention one
ftill more happy. Before breakfaft this morn-
ing a fignal appeared at the fort, implying that
a thip of war was in fight; and about eight
o’clock a proud frigate, with fails {welling to the
breeze, cut her liquid path filently into the bay,
and dropped her anchor in the midft of the
fleet. A general feeling of joy, inftantly,
fpread throughout the harbour. It was the
Arethufa, with Sir' Ralph Abercromby, and
the officers of his ftaff on board. A’ fignal
was made from the agent, and all the fhips
in the bay immediately manned their yards,
and rigging to hail; and to welcome, in loud
falutation, our long-expe&ted commander in
chief. Three heart-felt cheers were, raptu-
roufly, fthouted from every veffel, and as cor- -
dially echoed by the Arethufa’s company.

The fcene thus introduced was novel
and peculiar. It was, alfo, highly interefting.
The yards, the tops, the mafts and rigging
of alt the veflels being covered with men, they
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refembled clufters of bees, as they hang about
the hive at the momeat previous to fwarming,
Each fhip was, indeed, a hive of men, but it
was without drones, for all were equally in-
duftrious in greeting the arrival of the “ king
bee” among them,

Crowded with yards and mafts the har-
bour refembed a thick forel—the leaves of
which were men, not ruftling in the wind, but
fet in motion by the more animating breeze
of joy and gratulation.—Loud fheuts of wel-
come refounded throughout the bay, and
when the General went off in the boat te-
wards the landing place, each fhip repeated
three cheers as he paffed—the multitude upon
the beach again fhouting his welcome as
he ftepped on fhore. On reaching the go-
vernment houfe at Pilgrim he was received
with a falute of twenty-one guns. The fame
number was then repeated from the fort,
which we had remarked did net fire any
falute when the frigate entered the harbour.

All is now life and a&ivity. An im-
pulfive fenfation vibrates throughout the bay.
.Every breaft throbs with ardour, and, infpired
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by the prefence of the commander in chief,
every one looks forward toa fuccefsful cam-
paign. No one imagines that fate has def-
tined him to fall; but each anticipates the
Jjoyousmoment, when he fhall return to relate
hiftories of battles won, and iflands conquered,
-to his friends in peaceful England.—Yet alas®
to how few is it allotted again to vifit either
England or their friends! But to fuch re-
fle¢tions let me be filent:—to f{peak them
were unmilitary ! Still the duties I may have
to perform will, fometimes, call up ftrong
affociations in my mind, and amidft the bufy -
din of war, or the loud rejoicings of vi&ory,
- my very foul will often {well with painful
fympathy. Even while I may feel a, lively
joy in my country’s fuccefs, my agonized
fpirit will dwell on fcenes of defolation ; and
be abforbed in the contemplation of indi-
vidual fufferings and affliGion. However
brilliant the campaign, the fad horrors of the
conteft will, frequently, ufurp the poffeffion of
of my mind, and create an affli&ive impreflion.
But it would ill become me to expatiate on the
~evils I am deftined to deplore. - Upon the

great fubject of war be it mine to view the
. YOL. L _ FF
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events before me with the eye of a foldier—
my immediate duty will be a fufficient tag
upon my feelings, as a man!

In his third attempt to reach the iflands
the commander in chief has been very fuc-
cefsful ; the Arethufa having failed only on
the r4th of February, and, confequently, made
the voyagein thirty days. The general takes
up his abode at a large building a little way
out of the town, called the King’s houfe,
which is to be made the head quarters, during
the affembling of the troops, and the conti-
nuacce of- the army at Barbadoes.

Much news will now, of courfe, obtain
currency, and various and ftrange reports will
find their way into circulation ; many perhaps
equally devoid of truth and probability. -
Every one being anxious to catch up each
word concerning England, and the expedition,
" much will be haftily heard by fome, and as
haftily repeated by others, whereby even fals
will become fo diftorted as to lofe all features of
corre&nefs ; and we thall not dare to rely upon
any tumour we may chance to hear..
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Among other things it is now faid that
only the remaining troops, belonging to thofe
reglments already in the Weft Indies, are to
come out with the fleet; and that the others
‘are aGually fent into different cantonments, in
England, there to remain until next Septem-
ber, before they again fail for the Weft Indies.
Of this we have many doubts ; yet might it
feem to be a prudent arrangement: for, ad-
vanced as the feafon now is, it were, perhaps,
wife policy to poftpone the grand objeét of the
expedition for a December campaign ; and to .
employ the troops which are now here in re-
floring tranquillity to our difturbed and en-
dangered iflands, thus fulfilling the more im-
mediate, although perhaps the mmor objects
of the armament.

A body of troops brought out in O&ober
or November would have the feafon before
them for a long campaign, but were they to
leave” England now, the length of time re=
quired for the voyage and for their being af- '
fembled at Barbadoes,and again prepared for -
leaving it, would bring them fo near to the
wet feafon, and to the hot and unhealthy pe-
riod of the year, that not only would muki-

Fr2
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tudes fall vi&tims to difeafe, but impediments,
occafioned by the weather, might interrupt the

proceedings of the campaign before any thmg
important could be effeéted.

' We find that the Cork fleet has, un-
queftionably, been for feveral weeks at fea, and
may be daily expeted ; the Arethufa having
fpoken feveral of the fhips of that convoy
upon her paflage. At the time the Arethufa
. came into the bay two other fhips appeared
in fight: they are fince arrived, and prove
to be the General Cuyler merchantman, of
our divifion (long fuppofed to be loft), and
the Clarendon tranfport of the Cork divifion:
—their arrival, and the reported approach of
the Cork fleet add to the aufplclous events of
St. Patrlck’s day.

The fad uncertainties of a fea voyage
are ftrongly exemplified in the combined ar-
rival of the General Cuyler, and the Claren-
don. The one failed on the gth of December,
and the other on the gth of February; (pe-
riods more diftant than the time ufually re-
quired for making the voyage) yet, fo favora-

ble had been the.clements to the one, and fo
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adverfe to the other, that they both came into
" Carlifle bay at the fame moment.

The Clarendon, we are told, left the har-
-bour of Cove with a fleet of 132 fail, having
10,000 troops on'board ; but the parted from
the convoy, in the courfe of the firft night, and
has not feen any fhip belonging to it fince.
She has brought out nearly 200 men of the
99th regiment, who, we are forryto find, have
been far from healthy, notwithftanding the
~ favorable paffage they have made. From this
we are led to fear that thofe who are longer
. detained at fea may arrive in a very fickly

ftate. - -

The fafety of the General Cuyler fpread
confolation amongus, and very muchaugment-
ed the great and general joy diffufed by the
arrival of the commander in chief. You will
feel that T had real pleafure in felicitating my
friend Nichol, who was one of the paflengers,
when I tell you that it had obtained univerfal -
belief that this fhip was loft at fea, or, at beft,
taken by the enemy. Indeed, for feveral
wecks paft, fuch had been the defpondent feel-

FF3
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ings regarding her, that it would have been a
great relief to us to have heard that fhe wasin
the enemy’s poffeflion. She had failed with
us on the gth of December, and was the laft
fhip we had fpoken in the European feas,
. which was on the 4th of January, and on the
- 10th of February our fhip reached Carlifle bay;
hence from our having been five weeks in har-
bour without hearing of her, fcarcely a hope re-
mained of ever feeing her again. Nor were our
apprehenfions far from being realized, for on
the 7th of January,only three daysafter wehad
hailed her, fhe {prung a leak, and during twen-
ty fucceeding days, was only kept from fink-
ing by the perfevering toil and exertions of the
fhip’s company and the paflengers, allof whom
took their regular watch at the pumps, for fix
or eight-hours each day. With great difficul-
ty fhe was kept afloat : daily their peril in-
. creafed, and, for nearly three weeks, they had
only the melancholy profpe& of going to the
bottom, before they could poffibly make any
. port.  Almoft exhaufted with fatigue and
apprehenfion, the hope of being faved had
nearly abandoned them, when, fortunately,
they made one of the Canary Iflands.
' 6
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Few occurrences can be o truly diftref--
ing, or fo ftrongly calculated to deprefs the
mind with defponding feelings, as this critical,
-and very perilous fituation at fea. To prevent
the threatened fate, exceflive bodily exertions
are required, when, from the impreflion of
terror, a fufficient degree of hope fcarcely re-.
mains to ftimulate or.f{upport the fatigue.
Extreme toil is demanded—perhaps; too, in
an exhaufting, and ungenial climate, and under
the deprefling profpe& of the veflel finking in
defpite of every effort !

The Dutch are faid to have a mode of pu- -
. nifhment fomewhat refembling this very dan- -
.gerous and affli®ing fituation, although infi-
nitelyremoved from it, on account of the perfon
who is expofed to it knowinga certain meansof
faving himfelf, provided he has enough of in- -
duftry to continue his exertions. The prifoner
is confined in a room, into which wateris made
conftantly to flow, fo increafing in depth that-
© he muft, inevitably, be drowned if he is idle :
butif he will be induftrious and perfevere at

the pump, he knows thata certain proportionof = .

labor will keep down the water, and preferve
his life. Surely none but the amphibious and
' ° FF4
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toiling Hollanders could have invented fuch a
. punifhment—{uchanaquatic remedy! although
.it muft be allowed to be a moft excellent one a-
gainftidlenefs. Butina leaky fhip at feano fuch
rcertainty is attainable. The leak may increafes
and no human effort may be fufficient to keep
the veflel upon the furface; and, in fuch cafe, all
refource is denied,—the impending doom can,
no way, be averted! No mental powers, no
bodily exertion can ought avail. Safety is not
to be attained by any effort of human ftrength,
or human wifdom. No opening is left for intel-
le@orenterprize. Each road leads equallyto de~
{pair ; and the event can neither be avoided nor
refifted. On each hand the wretched fufferers
fee only the wide jaw of deftru@ion. The
leak fill increafing, the water continues to gain
upon all the means employed. Itgrows deep-
er: the finking fhip moves heavily on: her
weight oppofes all the force of wind and fails :
the labours to proceed: her progrefs is more
and more imp‘eded : the flow motion ceafes
atintervals : a dread paufe fucceeds : the fhip
no longer moves ! A momentary filence,— a
death-like ftillnefs prévails throughout the
crew ; or impulfive horror ejaculates in loud
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bewailings 1——She finks to the bottom, and
_all hands perifh in the filent deep.

Yon will join in our rejoicings that fuch,
although long threatened, was not the fate of
the General Cuyler. Happily fhe put into
Palmas; and was faved. ~ Atthe time of gain-
ing the harbour fhe’had many feet water in the
hold, and, only with great exertion, was kept
afloat .while the cargo was removed. A fort-
night’s delay was occafioned in repairing her,
and fitting her for the remainder of the voyage.
It is upwards of fourteen weeks fince fhe
failed from England, twelve of which - have
been a@ually pafled at fea : moft of them in
ftruggling againft ftorms and gales—againft
q;ontrafy winds, and contending elements !

The paflengers are quite in furprize to
find that, even at this late period, their fhipis
among the early arrivals of the convoy; having
- imagined that, during their perilous delay, the
whole fleet muft have reached Barbadoes, and
the troops been again embarked for their re- "
fpeQive deftinations. |
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On the other hand, all who artivein the
thips from England or Ireland are aftonifhed
to find fo many veflels of the convoy at Bar-
badoes, having been led to believe, from the
account of thofe who returned, that the whole
muft have either gone back, put into different
ports on the paffage, or been loft at fea.
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LETTER XXXIH,

Carlifle Bay the Thames of the Weft Indies.  Arrivals from
various quarters. A flave-fbip engages’ a French Priva-
teer. The Madras E. Indiaman, and a packet arrive in
Carlifle bay. Admiral Chriftian receives the Honors of
Knighthood.  Vifit to the Venus flave-fbip. Author and
Dr. Cleghorn continue to ufe walking exercife. Efiate of
Myr. Daniel. Tamarind tree, and  fruit. .

Barbadoes, March 22.

CarvuisLe bay is become quite the bufy
Thames.of the WeftIndies. Scarcely adaypafl-
es without the arrival of veflels from one part
of the globe or ancther ; and to us this affords
adegree of varietyand amufement ; for we are
frequently enlivened by the fignals made for
veflels either coming into harbour, or appear-
ing in fight, and which prove to be from vari-
nus, and widel'y feparated coafts. Englith
thips of war, merchantmen, and tranfports;
flave thips from the coaft of Africa; packets ;
prizes ; American traders ; ifland veflels, pri-
vateers, fithing fmacks, and different kinds of
“boats, cutters, and luggers, are among the al-
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moft hourly variety, to be feen either entering
or quitting Carlifle bay.

The day after the arrival of the Arethufa
we were early enlivened by fignals for other
veflels coming in from windward ; but they
proved to be fhips from very oppofite coafts;
one being from Hallifax, and the other
a Guinea-man with a cargo of flaves from

Africa.

Several veflels of the Cork flect have ar-
rived within the few laft days ; but none of
them bring any accurate tidings of the fleet,
moft of them having parted from the convoy,
during the firft or fecond night after quitting
the harbour, and not having feen it fince.
“The Charlotte tranfport was chafed by a pri-
vateer at the diftance of only a few leagues
from Barbadoes, and muft, inevitably, have
been taken, but for the fortunate circumftance
of a flave fhip, from the coaft of Guinea, com-
ing up at the time and engaging her purfuer.
A running a&tion was maintained, for two
hours, between the Guinea-man and the pri-
vateer, when the latter ftheered off, leaving the
flave fhip, and her protegée, to purfue their
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way quietly to Barbadoes—the flave thip hav-’
ing fuffered confiderably in her rigging.

' - 'Thé Madras Eaft Indiaman and a packet
.are this day arrived from England. They
failed, the one from Falmouth, the other from
" St. Helen’s, on the.23d of February, and have
" made the voyage within a month. The Ma-
dras brings a cargo of ordnance ftores. She
failed alone, and made a running paffage. Se-
veral perfons availed themfelves of the oppor-
tunity of coming out in this {hip as paffengers;
and fhe has alfo a fmall party of artillery-men
on board.

The arrival of the prefent packet has not
caufed fo great a fenfation as was produced by
the appearance of that which I mentioned to
you before, although we are much pleafed and
gratified tofee it We have now an ample
fupply both of Englith and American papers,
and from the arrivals being more frequent, and
the commander in chief among us, the fad
torpor of preceding weeks no longer reigns.
Agivity prevails, and the fufpenfe of waiting
is alleviated by buyfy preparation.
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We now learn that Admiral Chriftian
has received the honor of knighthood for his
exertions, in keeping the fea fo long, during
fuch dreadfully tempeftuous weather: and we
are told that Admiral Cornwallis, and Sir
Hugh Chriftian are both coming out to the
Weft Indies. By thofe on board the packet
it is reported they were to fail the day that fhe
came away ; but the paflengers in the Madras
fay that they were not to fail for nearly a
month after. The latter fhip coming from
~ the place where the convoy had affembled,
and the circumftance of many of the fhips
being difabled and requiring to be repaired,
render the report from the Madras the moft
probable.

We have lately had an opportunity of vi-
fiting the Venus flave fhip of London, juft ar-
rived with a cargo of flaves, from the coaft of
Africa. ‘The fhip appeared {mall : there was
a want of fpace, and the negroes feemed crowd-
ed ; but, in all other refpe&ts we were pleafed
to remark the excellence of the accomodations,
~ and the great attention paid to the health and
comfort of the flaves. The cargo confifted of
2 30 prime negroes, allin high health, and good
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fpirits. The fhip wasremarkablyclean. No fick-
nefs had appeared among-the blacks, or the
crew ; nor had any one died upon the paffage.
They made the voyage in fix weeks, and the
flaves were fed the whole time with Guinea
corn.. The average value of the cargo is cal-
‘culated at nearly £ 50 each negro. The cap-
tain has but few hands in his fhip’s company,
yet from his kind treatment of the flaves he has
fo well fecured their attachment and obedience,
as to feel no apprehenfion of a revolt, or of
any occurrence to menace their fafety.

Dr. Cleghorn and myfelf continue our
pedeftrian excurfions about the neighbour-
hood of the bay. In one of our late rambles
we alcended fome hills in the vicinity of Bridge-
Town, which afford a fine landfcape of the
ifland, together with a view of the town, the .
harbour, and the fea.

Situated below this mountainous range is
the plantation of a Mr. Daniel ; an old and ru-
ral eftate which is fheltered, and rendered
piGurefque by the neighbouring hills, Here
we faw a very lofty and fine avenue of trees, of .
the valuable Lignum Vit ; alfo an immenfely
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large and ancient tamarind tree, of more ex-
tended branches, and wider trunk than the an-
tique oaks, or fpreading elms, which are fome-
times feen to grace the door-way of our old
Englith dwellings. The tamarind is of the
Mimofa tribe, and may be regarded as a very -
handfome example of the vegetable creation.
It bears'an immenfe quantity of fruit, which
hangs in a filiquofe form, among the fmall
leaves, and the numerous pods being of a dirty
brown colour they give a fingular appear-
ance, without adding to the beauty of the tree.
Upon this old ornament of the manfion were
hanging many bufhels—perhaps I might fay
many hogfheads of tamarinds, which were left
to fall ufelefs to the ground. Efteemed: as this
fruit is in Europe, in its preferved flate, it
feems to be as little valued here, as the common
crab of the hedges in England, and is equally
negleGed, not being confidered worth the labor
of gathering, or the expence of the fugar re-
quired in preferving it.
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