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FOREWORD

On September 22, 1922, there was enacted into
a law of the United States a bill known as the
Cable Act, which has had a far-reaching effect on
women the world over. This law provides for the
independent citizenship of married women. It is
astonishing to find that three years after the
operation of the law large numbers of women are
still unaware of the change wrought in their citi-
zenship status by the enactment of this measure.
If this lack of understanding prevailed only among
recent arrivals to this country, it might easily
be explained, but unfortunately it appears that
women born in this country, as well as women who
have lived here many years, are equally ignorant
of the significance of the new law. It is there-
fore evident that, in spite of such publicity as has
already been given to the Cable Act, there is fur-
ther need for analyzing the provisions of this Act
and for popularizing information regarding nat-
uralization legislation and procedure as applied to
women, native as well as foreign-born.

The first clause of the Cable Act provides that
the right of any woman to become a naturalized
citizen of the United States may not be denied or
abridged by reason of her sex or marital status.
The main purpose in enacting this law was to
grant women, in so far as it is possible, citizenship
on equal terms with men. Because of interna-
tional complications, however, it has not been pos-
sible to enact a law applicable to men and women
alike, married and single, so that we find that our
naturalization laws make provision for but one
path to citizenship for men, while they provide
two for women, compelling the wife to take one
road, the maid another.
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Although it must be admitted that a woman citi-
zen—American born or naturalized—who becomes
the wife of an alien, benefits in a number of ways
by the provisions of the new law, nevertheless even
she cannot claim all the privileges granted a male
citizen of the United States. On the other hand,
an alien who is married to a citizen now enjoys
certain advantages in the matter of naturalization
which are denied an alien man. In spite of the
advantages referred to, it must be remembered
that the foreign-born wife of a citizen can no
longer claim certain civil rights and political privi-
leges which were automatically bestowed on her
prior to the passage of the Cable Act.

It is the purpose of this pamphlet to analyze
the provisions of this law for the benefit not only
of foreign-born women, but for native-born as well.
In order to reach foreign-born women effectively,
an attempt has been made to explain in simple
English the difficulties confronting them since the
passage of the Cable Act—difficulties which can
only be removed by the naturalization of these
women.

It is hoped that, aside from any other purpose,
this pamphlet will be of service in fostering among
the foreign-born a desire to prepare themselves
for citizenship in the land of their permanent resi-
dence. For the special benefit of foreign women,
unable to read English fluently, we are issuing a
Yiddish-English edition of this pamphlet. Such
an edition, aside from the use already suggested,
may be found serviceable as a text-book for stu-
dents enrolled in English to Foreigners Classes.

FLORINA LASKER,
Chairman.
May 15, 1926.
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WHAT EVERY WOMAN SHoOULD KNOW ABOUT CITIZENSHIP

Am I An American Citizen?

Every single woman, every married
woman, every widow—in fact, every
woman living in this country—should ask
herself this question.

Why? Because on September 22, 1922,
Congress passed a law called THE CABLE
ACT, which makes new provisions for the
citizenship of women in this country. Every
woman in the United States should under-
stand this law. She can never tell when she
will be affected by it.

Suppose you were asked these questions
—how many of them do you think you
could answer correctly?

If a woman who was born in the United
States marries a man who is not an Ameri-
can citizen, does she lose her own American
nationality, or does she keep it?

If a woman who was born in the United
States marries a Chinese or a Hindu, does
she still remain an American citizen?

If a woman who was born abroad comes to
the United States and marries an American
citizen, does she become an American citizen
because of her marriage?

[ Page7]
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WHAT EVERY WOMAN SHOULD KNOwW ABOUT CITIZENSHIP

If a woman who was born abroad was mar-
ried to an American citizen before the Cable
Act was passed, is she an American citizen
now? '

It is necessary to study this law care-
fully to learn the answers to these ques-
tions.

The Cable Act gives the right of inde-
pendent citizenship to all married women.
A woman’s nationality or citizenship does
not depend any more upon the nationality
or citizenship of her husband.

Remember the Date When This

Law Was Passed: SEPTEMBER
TWENTY-SECOND, 1922.

[ Page 9]
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WHAT EVERY WOMAN SHOULD KNOow ABOUT CITIZENSHIP

Citizenship of Married Women

Those Born in the United States and
Those Naturalized Before Marriage

Any person born in the United States is a
citizen of the United States. The Constitu-
tion of this country confers this right.

In addition to the provisions in the Con-
stitution, there are other laws regulating
citizenship which have been passed by the
Congress. These laws are known as the
Naturalization Laws and as the Cable Act.
The Naturalization Laws apply to men,
women and children. The Cable Act, which
has been added to the Naturalization Laws,
refers to the citizenship of women, espe-
cially married women.

Before the Cable Act was passed, a native
American woman or a naturalized woman
citizen lost her citizenship upon marriage to
a man who is not a citizen of this country.
The Cable Act now changes this situation.
It provides that if a woman citizen marries
a man who is not a citizen of this country,

[ Poge11]
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WHAT EVERY WOMAN SHOULD KNOwW ABOUT CITIZENSHIP

she remains an American citizen. Her mar-
riage does not change her citizenship, un-
less she gives it up willingly, or unless she
marries a Chinese, a Japanese or a Hindu.
She loses her citizenship then because Chi-
nese, Japanese and Hindus cannot become
citizens of this country unless they were
born here.

Before 1922, women citizens who married
Germans, or Russians, or Brazilians, or men
of other nationalities, were forced to accept
the nationality of the husband’s country.
During the Great War this led to much
trouble. Many American women who had
married Germans or Austrians were classed
as enemies of the United States. They had
become Germans or Austrians by marriage.
Many of them lost their property. They
were, of course, very unhappy. Now they
need no longer be unhappy, because the law
is changed.

Suppose a woman citizen, who had mar-
ried a foreigner before September 22, 1922,
and had thus lost her citizenship, now wants
to have her American citizenship given back
to her. How can she do this?

[ Page 13 1
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WHAT EVERY WoMAN SHOULD KNow ABOUT CITIZENSHIP

First: She must make an application for final
papers to the Naturalization Bu-
reau of her city.

She must show her birth certifi-
cate and her marriage certificate.

She must also show that she has
lived in the United States for at
least one continuous year imme-
diately before she files her appli-
cation,

Second: She must pass an examination given
her by the Naturalization Judge,
to show that she is familiar with
the history of this country and
with its laws. This examination
may take place ninety days after
she makes her application for citi-
zenship.

Thus, if you were an American citizen
and lost your American citizenship because
you married a man who was not a citizen,
you may again become an American citizen
—unless you have married a Chinese, a Jap-
anese, or a Hindu. If you wish your Ameri-
can citizenship given back to you, you must
make an official request for it. You do not
need to file first papers or Declaration of
Intention.

[ Page15]
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WHAT EVERY WOMAN SHOULD KNow ABOUT CITIZENSHIP

A Special Word to Married Women
Born in the United States

But, even though you were born in this
country and after marriage to a foreigner
have again become an American citizen by
taking the steps which we have outlined,
you must remember that you are only a nat-
uralized citizen. You have lost your rights
as a natural citizen of this country. You
know there are two kinds of citizens of this
country. One kind consists of those who
were born here—they are natural citizens;
the other kind are those who have been nat-
uralized—these are naturalized citizens.

Now, sometimes, it makes a difference
whether you are a natural citizen or a nat-
uralized citizen. A natural American citi-
zen, who leaves the United States for busi-
ness or personal reasons and resides abroad
permanently, may still keep his or her
American nationality. A naturalized Ameri-
can citizen, who leaves the United States,
loses his or her American citizenship if he
or she lives abroad for five years, or in cer-
tain cases even for two years.

[ Page 17 ]
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WHAT EVERY WoMAN SHOULD KNOwW ABOUT CITIZENSHIP

If you are a naturalized citizen, therefore,
you must be careful not to remain away
from this ecountry too long or you will again
lose your citizenship.

Be sure to become naturalized if
you have lost your American citi-
zenship by marrying, before Sep-
tember 22, 1922, a man who was
not a citizen of this country.

[ Page 19 ]
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WHAT EVERY WOMAN SHOULD KNOW ABOUT CITIZENSHIP

Citizenship of Married Women

Those Who Were Not Citizens
Before Marriage

How may married women of foreign na-
tionality become citizens?

Any married woman belonging to the
white race or the African race who was not
born in this country may become a natural-
ized American.

If she married an American citizen—na-
tive or naturalized—before September 22,
1922, and was herself eligible for citizen-
ship, she is an American citizen now.

If she married an American citizen since
September 22, 1922, she is not an American
citizen now. She must take out her citizen-
ship papers in her own name before she can
become a naturalized American.

If she married a foreigner who has be-
come an American citizen since September
22,1922, she is not an American citizen. She
must apply for her papers in her own name.

[ Page 21 ]
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WHAT EVERY WOMAN SHOULD KNOW ABOUT CITIZENSHIP

Before the Cable Act was passed, a for-
eign-born woman whose husband became
naturalized also became a citizen of the
United States. She did not have to file any
papers in her own name; she did not have
to go to the Naturalization Court; she did
not even have to learn English. When her
husband applied for his final papers and
was admitted to citizenship by the court,
his wife also became a citizen through the
husband’s naturalization. They both became
citizens at the same time. But the Cable
Act has changed this.

Now, if your husband has become a citi-
zen since September 22, 1922, you must take
care of your own citizenship, unless you
were born in the United States. Even if
your husband is not a citizen and does not
wish to become a citizen, you may file your
own papers and become a citizen in your
own name as an independent human being,
just as if you were a single woman. You
must take the same steps that are required
of a single woman. You will find on page
31 of this booklet just what steps are nec-
essary.

[ Page 23 ]
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WHAT EVERY WOMAN SHOULD KNOwW ABOUT CITIZENSHIP

Now how does a foreign-born married
woman become a citizen if her husband has
been naturalized since the Cable Act was
passed?

Let us take the case of a woman who was
born in Czechoslovakia. She is married to
a man who became a citizen on August 19,
1923. Her husband is a citizen, but she is
not. She wants to become a citizen. This
is what she must do:

First: She must go to the Naturalization Bu-
reau with her marriage certificate
and her husband’s Naturalization
Certificate.

She must then file an application for
her second papers.

If she arrived in the United States
after June 29, 1906, the represent-
ative of the Bureau of Naturaliza-
tion must obtain a Certificate of
Arrival which gives the date when
she came here, the name of the
steamer or railroad by which she
arrived, and the name of the city
where she landed. She may not
file her papers without this Cer-
tificate of Arrival.

[A woman who lost her citizenship
because she married an alien be-

[ Page 25
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WHAT EVERY WOMAN SHOULD KNOW ABOUT CITIZENSHIP

fore September 22, 1922, does not
require a Certificate of Arrival
when she applies for her citizen-
ship now, provided she has lived
in this country during her married
life.]

She must bring two witnesses to prove
that she has lived in this country
continuously for at least one year
immediately before she files her
papers, and that she is a woman
of good moral character.

She does not need first papers or
Declaration of Intention.

Second: She must wait ninety days, when she
will be called to the court for an
examination. If she can speak
and understand English and can
answer the questions about our
government and our history which
the judge puts to her, she will be
granted her second or final pa-
pers. And then she, too, is an
American citizen.

This is one time when the law favors
women. If a foreign man marries a woman
who is an American citizen, he cannot ob-
tain his Naturalization Certificate one year
after he arrives in this country. That is
what a foreign-born woman married to an

[ Page 27 ]
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WHAT EVERY WOMAN SHOULD KNOW ABOUT CITIZENSHIP

American citizen can do. The man must
wait five years, just as if he were a single
man not married to an American woman.

It is a good thing for you to see that your
husband becomes a citizen quickly, for you
need wait only ninety days to get your
papers after he receives his papers, provided
you have lived in this country one year. Of
course, that means that you must have
learned to speak English so that you can
pass the naturalization test.

Be sure to become naturalized if

your husband has become a citi-

zen since September 22, 1922, or if
your husband is not a citizen.

[ Page 29 ]
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WHAT EVERY WOMAN SHOULD KNow ABOUT CITIZENSHIP

Citizenship of Single Women
Those Who Are of Foreign Birth

How may single women of foreign na-
tionality become citizens?

Any single woman 21 years of age or over,
who was not born in this country and who
belongs to the white race or the African
race, may become a naturalized citizen of
the United States. To do this she must sat-
isfy the same requirements that are asked
of men.

First: She must make a “Declaration of In-
tention” before the clerk of the
Naturalization Court in the coun-
ty where she legally resides, and
in this way secure her first papers.
She must be at least 18 years of
age before she may take this step.
A blank copy of the form to be
used for this purpose may be ob-
tained from the representative of
the Bureau of Naturalization, or
at the office of the clerk of the
Court of her district.

Second: She must prove that she entered the
United States legally.

[ Page 31 ]
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WHAT EVERY WoMAN SHOULD KNow ABOUT CITIZENSHIP

Third: She must file a petition for her final
papers, but before she does this,
she must prove that she has lived
in this country at least five years
and in the state in which she has
her home at least one year. Be- .
sides this, she must wait two
years after she has obtained her
first papers, or “Declaration of
Intention,” before she asks for
her final papers.

Fourth: She must be of good moral character
and must bring two witnesses,
who are citizens of this country,
to vouch for her.

Fifth: She must pass the naturalization test
or examination ninety days after
making her application for second
papers. This means that she must
know how to speak and under-
stand English. She must know
something of the history and gov-
ernment of the United States.

Thus, if you pass this test and comply
with all other requirements of the Natural-
ization Bureau, you may obtain your final
papers or Naturalization Certificate. When
this valuable document is handed to you,
you have become a citizen of the  United
States.
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WaAT EVERY WOMAN SHOULD KNow ABOUT CITIZENSHIP

It is important for single women to be-
come citizens in their own names. A few
days ago a young lady applied for a posi-
tion. She came to this country from Aus-
tria when she was three years old. Her
father is not a citizen. She has never be-
come a citizen in her own right, although
she is 25 years old now. She received her
education in the public schools and in one of
our leading universities. The position
which she desired was a good one, but when
it was found that she had not become a cit-
izen, the position was refused her, as only
citizens could qualify for this work. When
asked why she had not become a citizen,
she said it was just thoughtlessness on her
part and that in spirit she feels always that
she is an American. Now that the import-
ance of this matter has been brought to her
attention, she has already taken steps to
become a citizen in fact, as well as in spirit.

Be sure to become naturalized if

you are of foreign birth, unless

your father was naturalized be-
fore you were 21 years old.
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WHAT EVERY WOMAN SHOULD KNOW ABOUT CITIZENSHIP

Citizenship of Widows

If a widow wishes to become a citizen, she
must apply for her papers in the same way
that a single woman does.* But if her hus-
band had taken out his first papers before
he died, the widow may, within seven years
after her husband was granted his papers,
apply for her second papers. It is not nec-
essary for her to take out first papers, if her
husband had made his declaration of inten-
tion before he died.

Citizenship of Divorced Women

Divorce does not change the citizenship
of a woman. A divorced woman retains the
citizenship she had before she was divorced.
This means that if a woman became a citizen
because she married an American citizen be-
fore September 22, 1922, she remains a citi-
zen even if she has since become divorced.

Are you making plans
to become a citizen?

* See page 31.
[ Page37 ]
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WHAT EVERY WOMAN SHOULD KNOW ABOUT CITIZENSHIP

 Citizenship of Children
Those Born Here and Those Born Abroad

Every child born in the United States is a
citizen of the United States. This is also
true of children born here of Chinese, Jap-
anese, or Hindu parents.

Children of Native American Citizens,
Born Abroad, Are Citizens

Children of American citizens are some-
times born in countries outside of the
United States. This happens often when
American citizens are paying a visit to rela-
tives, or have gone abroad for business.

Are such children citizens? Yes, children
of native-born Americans are citizens even
if they were born in a foreign country.

Children of Naturalized Citizens, Born Abroad,
Are Citizens, if They Take the
Oath of Allegiance

Children of naturalized citizens who were
born after their fathers have become citi-
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WHAT EVERY WOMAN SHOULD KNOwW ABOUT CITIZENSHIP

zens of this country are also citizens even
if they were born abroad, and even if they
are still living in the old country. But if
such children remain away from the United
States until they are 18 years of age, they
must go to the American consul in the coun-
try where they are living and must tell him
that they wish to remain citizens of the
United States and that they expect to live
in the United States. Then, when they are
21 years old, they must again go to the con-
sul and take the Oath of Allegiance to the
United States. Such children can travel to
the United States on an American passport.

Children of Non-Citizens, Born Abroad but Living
in the United States, Are Citizens When
Their Fathers Become Naturalized

A child who was born in a foreign land,
and is living in the United States with his
father who has not become naturalized, is
not a citizen. But if his father becomes a
citizen before the child attains the age of
21 years, the latter also becomes a citizen.

Take the story of a German woman with
three children, all of whom were born in
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WHAT EVERY WoMAN SHOULD KNOW ABOUT CITIZENSHIP

Germany. She, her husband and their chil-
dren came to this country six years ago.
Her husband became a citizen last year. All
three of her children are now American
citizens. Their names have been placed on
their father’s naturalization papers. They
take the citizenship of their father. The
mother, of course, does not take the citizen-
ship of her husband. Her name is not placed
on his naturalization papers, but she too
can now become a citizen if she follows the
instructions on page 25 of this booklet.

Children of Non-Citizens, Born Abroad and Living
Abroad, Are not Citizens When Their Fathers
Become Naturalized—Until They Come
to the United States.

If a child who was born in a foreign land
of foreign-born parents is still living abroad
when his father in this country becomes
naturalized, the child, if he is under 21
years of age, will be an American citizen as
soon as he comes into the United States to
live. As long as the child remains in an-
other country he is not a citizen. To become
a citizen through his father’s naturalization,
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WHAT EVERY WOMAN SHOULD KNOW ABOUT CITIZENSHIP

it is necessary for such a child to be legally
admitted to the United States, and to live
here permanently before he becomes 21
years of age.

Sometimes a child of a naturalized Amer-
ican citizen is found to be feeble-minded
when he tries to enter this country. In that
case he cannot come into the United States,
even though his father is a citizen. If the
Government should allow such a feeble-
minded child to visit the parents here for a
few months, that child would not be a citi-
zen even though he is in this country. It is
only when the Government permits a child
to enter permanently—not temporarily—
that the child becomes a citizen, if his
father is a citizen.

Be sure to see that the names and

correct ages of all your minor

children — those living here and

those living abroad — are entered

on your husband’s naturalization
certificate.
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Citizenship of Children
of Foreign-Born Widows

It has already been told you that as long
as the father is living, children take the cit-
izenship of their father. If he is not a citi-
zen, they are not citizens—unless they were
born in the United States.

If the father is not a citizen, and the
mother becomes a citizen in her own name,
the children still keep the citizenship of
their father—unless they were born in this
country. Itis only when the father is dead
that the foreign-born children take the
American citizenship of their mother when
she becomes naturalized.

If you are a widow, be sure to see

that the names and correct ages

of all your minor children—those

living here and those living abroad

—are entered on your naturaliza-
tion certificate.
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WHAT EVERY WOMAN SHOULD KNOwW ABOUT CITIZENSHIP

Citizenship of Stepchildren
Born Abroad

Stepchildren of American citizens are not
citizens, unless they were born in this coun-
try.

Before the Cable Act was passed, if a
woman who married an American citizen
had children of her own, the children be-
came American citizens, just as she did
through her marriage. But now, since the
mother does not become a citizen upon her
marriage to an American, her children do
not become citizens. Of course, as soon as
the mother becomes a citizen in her own
name, her children by a former marriage
also become citizens.

If you have married a second time

before you have become a cilizen,

be sure that the names of your

minor children by your first hus-

band are entered on your natural-
ization certificate.
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Citizenship of Adopted Children
Born Abroad

Foreign-born children living in this coun-
try who are adopted by American citizens
do not become citizens by such adoption.
They must take out their own papers in
their own name when they become 21 years
of age. But if a child born in the United
States is adopted by a person who is not a
citizen of this country, the child keeps his
American citizenship.

Foreign-born children living
abroad, who have been adopted
by citizens of this country since
January 1, 1924, cannot enter the
United States as non-quota immi-
grants. Foreign-born children liv-
ing abroad, if adopted before
1924, are given preference under
the Immigration Law of 1924.
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WHAT EVERY WOMAN SHOULD KNow ABOUT CITIZENSHIP

Are You A Woman Without
A Country?

In many countries women lose their na-
tionality when they marry men of another
nationality.

If women born in such countries marry
Americans they must take steps to become
American citizens; if they do not do this,
they do not belong to any country. Their
own countries say they are Americans; the
United States says they are not Americans.
They are women without a country.

Countries Which Deprive Women of Their
Nationality Upon Marriage to Foreigners

Here is a list of countries where the laws
say that the woman loses her nationality if
she marries a man of another nationality,
even if she cannot claim the citizenship of
her husband, and even if she continues to
live in her own country.
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WHAT EVERY WOMAN SHOULD KNow ABOUT CITIZENSHIP

Australia Bolivia Canada
Austria Brazil Cuba
Czechoslovakia Jugoslavia Poland
Finland Latvia Russia
Germany Lithuania Spain
Great Britain Netherlands Sweden *
Guatemala Peru Turkey
Hungary Persia

A woman born in any of these countries
has no country at all if she married an
American citizen after September 22, 1922,
and has not yet taken steps to become nat-
uralized. If she has not become a citizen
herself, she will have trouble in many ways.
If she wishes to go abroad on a visit to her
parents, for example, she will not be able to
travel on an American passport. As she is
no longer a citizen of her own country, she
cannot obtain a passport from the consul of
her native land.

Last year a very wealthy woman, who
was born in Jugoslavia, wished to visit her
sick mother. Even though her husband had
become an American citizen in 1924, she

* In Sweden, a woman who marries a foreigner no longer
loses her nationality unless she leaves her native country
permanently.
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WHAT EVERY WOMAN SHOULD KNOW ABOUT CITIZENSHIP

could not obtain an American passport be-
cause she had failed to take out her own
papers. She could not get a passport from
the consul of her own country. She could
not claim protection from any country. She,
therefore, decided to remain at home.

Great Britain, Sweden, and Germany help
such women by giving them a traveling cer-
tificate which they use as a passport when
they wish to travel, but this does not entitle
these women to the protection given citizens
of these countries.

Some Countries Make Certain Exceptions

There are other countries which also de-
prive women of their nationality upon mar-
riage to a foreigner, but which at the same
time protect their women citizens in this
way: They permit their women citizens to
keep their own nationality if their hus-
bands’ countries refuse to let them take the
husbands’ citizenship. For instance: If a
woman born in France, let us say, marries
an American, the laws of France say that
since she does not become a naturalized
American by her marriage to a citizen of
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WHAT EVERY WOMAN SHOULD KNOW ABOUT CITIZENSHIP

the United States, she may still remain a
French citizen.

The following countries protect the na-
tionality of their women-citizens in the way
we have just mentioned:

Belgium * Ecuador Italy Norway
Bulgaria  Esthonia i Japan Portugal
Denmark ¥ France Mexico Roumania
China Honduras Monoco Siam
Switzerland Venezuela

Countries Which Grant Independent
Citizenship to Women

In at least five countries in the world, the
woman may keep her own nationality upon
her marriage to a foreigner. These coun-
tries are:

Argentine Chile Panama Uruguay
United States

If you are a woman without a
couniry, become naturalized as
soon as possible.

* In Belgium, a woman must ask within six months after
she marries a foreigner to keep her Belgian nationality.
If not, she loses her nationality.

TIn Denmark, a woman who marries a foreigner re-
tains her nationality if she remains in her own country.

fIn Esthonia, a woman loses her Esthonian nationality
if she marries a foreigner, and does not ask within two
weeks after the marriage to keep her own nationality.
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WHAT EVERY WoMAN SHOULD KNOw ABOUT CITIZENSHIP

Why Is Citizenship Important?

It should be the duty and pride of

every person to share in the re-

sponsibility of civic and commun-
ity life.

Every person makes his permanent home
either in the country where he was born, or
in another country to which he has so-
journed. Wherever he settles permanently,
he is a member of society. He lives with
and among many people. When people
live together in one community they imme-
diately have responsibilities toward each
other. You can understand the reasons for
this by taking family life as an illustration.

In every family the husband has his du-
ties toward his wife: He has promised to
love her and to take care of her. The wife
owes certain duties to her husband: She
has agreed to love him, to try to make him
comfortable and happy in the home they
would build together. The mother has du-
ties toward her children: She must care for
them, feed them, teach them, see that they
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go to school, and help them to develop the
best that is in them. The father likewise
has his responsibilities: He must earn
money to provide for the needs of his chil-
dren and help the mother rear the little
ones. The children also have obligations:
They must do their share of work in the
house; they must try to take advantage of
all the opportunities which their parents of-
fer them. They must assist their parents as
much as they can, and care for them, if nec-
essary, in their old age. When every mem-
ber of the family cooperates in the home in
this way, the life of the family is complete
and every member in it is happy and useful.

So it is with the community in which you
live. The community is only a larger fam-
ily. It is made up of many families, each of
which depends upon the other. If there is
contagious sickness among the children of
one family, such sickness may spread to
neighboring families, unless the community
takes the necessary steps to prevent it. If
the milk which the corner grocer sells is not
pure, many children in many families may
become ill. If a playground is not provided
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WHAT EVERY WOMAN SHoOULD KNOw ABOUT CITIZENSHIP

by the community for boys and girls, chil-
dren will be forced to play in the streets,
and many accidents will occur. Property
owners will complain if the boys break win-
dows when playing ball on the streets. If
refuse is not collected from every house in
your community regularly, the streets will
become dirty and littered, and the entire
neighborhood will suffer.

For these and many other even more im-
portant reasons it is necessary to regulate
the conditions under which people live to-
gether. Thus governments are formed by
members of society to take care of all the
common needs of all the people living to-
gether in one city, in one state, or in one
country.

Now, you have chosen to live in the Re-
public of the United States where the gov-
ernment has been formed by the people
themselves. This form of government is
called a Democracy, because the people have
the right to choose the men and women who
are to manage their government. Since you
have decided to remain in the United States,
you owe it to your fellow men, your neigh-
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bors, to contribute your share as a member
of society in this Democracy.

If you live here permanently, you should
adopt this country as your own. You should
become a citizen of this country. If you are
not a citizen, you cannot help regulate the
life of your community. But if you are a
citizen, you can cooperate with your neigh-
bors to make your community a finer, better
place for yourself, your children and your
children’s children. Do you wish to see the
best men become the leaders of your com-
munity? Do you wish to help raise the
standards of good living for every man,
woman and child in this country, and bring
a little joy to every person here? If so, you
must become a citizen and have a voice in
the government under which you live.

It is true that you may discover faults in
existing political institutions. It is true you
may be disappointed because your ideals re-
garding this Democracy are not fully real-
ized. But you eannot improve conditions by
standing aside and finding fault. Do not re-
main an outsider. Take an active part in
the civic and political life of your commu-
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WHAT EVERY WOMAN SHoULD KNow ABOUT CITIZENSHIP

nity and join with your fellow-citizens in
changing what is wrong and in developing
what is right. The success of a Democracy
depends upon the active cooperation of its
citizens.

Become a citizen of this couniry,
so that you can make your con-
tribution to this government.
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More Reasons Why Citizenship
Is Important

Besides the pleasure—the spiritual joy—
which comes to people who work together
for a good cause, there are many practical
advantages offered to citizens of the United
States, which are denied to persons living
in this country who are not citizens. Here
are some of them:

Mothers’ Pensions

Forty-three states and territories grant
mothers’ pensions to needy women whose
husbands have died. This is done to help
the mother keep the children with her in the
home, rather than to send them to some in-
stitution. In some states in this country, the
laws do not grant these pensions unless the
women are citizens.* This is true of the
states of Arizona, Arkansas, Connecticut,

* See “Summary of State Laws Relating to Public Aid
to Children in Their Own Homes.” Published by Chil-
dren’s Bureau, Washington, D. C.
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WHAT EVERY WOMAN SHOULD KNOW ABOUT CITIZENSHIP

Illinois,* Minnesota,f Montana, New
York,} North Dakota,} Oregon, Rhode Is-
land and West Virginia. Even if the hus-
band was a citizen, the pension will not be
given to the wife unless she too is a citizen.

Workmen’s Compensation

Another very good law has been passed in
many states to protect the families of work-
ing men. Whenever a working man is in-
jured during his working hours and he loses
his wages because he cannot work, he or his
family receive a sum of money which is
called “Workmen’s Compensation.” In some
states, if the man is not a citizen, and if he
is killed while at his work, no money will be
given to his family abroad, if they do not
live in the United States. These states are
Alabama, Hawaii, New Mexico, Porto Rico

*In this State, however, if the mother has taken out
her first papers, she may be given aid for her American
born children.

+ In these States, if the mother or the deceased father
has taken out first papers, the mother may be granted aid
for her children.

1 In this State, if the mother or the deceased father has
taken out first papers, the mother may be given aid for her
American born children only.
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WHAT EVERY WOMAN SHOULD KNOow ABOUT CITIZENSHIP

and South Dakota. In other statesonly part
of the full amount of money will be given to
the deceased workingman’s family if they
do not live in the United States and if he is
not a citizen. These states are Connecticut,
Colorado, Delaware, Georgia, Idaho, Kan-
sas, Kentucky, Maine, Maryland, Montana,
Nebraska, Nevada, New York, Oregon,
Pennsylvania, Utah, Virginia, Washington,
West Virginia and Wyoming.

Not only should you become a citi-
zen, but you should urge your hus-
band, brothers and other relatives
to become citizens, to protect
those they love and support.
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WHAT EVERY WOMAN SHOULD KNOwW ABOUT CITIZENSHIP

Persons Who Are Not Citizens
Suffer Other Disadvantages

Sometimes occasions occur when women
who are not citizens find it difficult to pro-
tect their rights.

If a woman who is not a citizen has
trouble with her husband, she may find,
when she goes to court, that her husband
has rights as a citizen which she does not
have.

And if a woman, who has been living in
this country less than five years, goes to a
public hospital to receive treatment when
she is sick, she may be deported if she has
become a public charge—even though her
husband has become a citizen. In some
cities, a person who is not a citizen cannot
be employed in any public institution or of-
fice, either as an executive, a teacher, or a
janitor. A person who is not a citizen can-
not obtain a pushcart or peddler’s license in
some cities. Some labor unions will not ac-
cept as members persons who are not citi-
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WHAT EVERY WoMAN SHOULD KNow ABOUT CITIZENSHIP

zens or who have not taken out their first
papers. In one or two states a person who
is not a citizen may not own a dog or a gun.

If a woman who is not a citizen wishes to
leave this country to travel abroad, she
must—before she leaves the United States
—obtain permission to come back; other-
wise she may find herself locked out because
of the Immigration Law. Even if she has
obtained the necessary permit from the De-
partment of Labor in Washington to re-
enter this country, she may only stay away
for six months or one year. If she stays
away any longer than her permit allows, she
will not be able to return to the United
States, except as an immigrant.

Prepare for citizenship so that
you may assume the responsibili-
ties and enjoy the privileges of be-
ing a citizen of the United States.
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WHAT EVERY WOMAN SHOULD KNow ABOUT CITIZENSHIP

Citizenship and the Vote

You must remember that there is a differ-
ence between being a citizen and being per-
mitted to vote. Many people are citizens of
this country, but they may not enjoy the
franchise. Children are citizens of the
United States, but they may not vote until
they are 21 years of age. In New York
State no citizen may vote unless he can pass
an educational test showing he can read,
write and understand English. In other
states only citizens who own property or
pay taxes may vote. Citizenship or nation-
ality means you are under the protection of
this country. Enjoying the franchise means
you have the power to elect men and women
to govern this country, and assist them in
making the laws.

It is important that you learn to read and
write, so you may have the privilege of vot-
ing. You can have no voice in the manage-
ment of your city or your country unless
you vote. The vote means as much to
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WHAT EVERY WOMAN SHOULD KNOW ABOUT CITIZENSHIP

women as it does to men, for women as well
as men are interested in good government.
They desire good teachers for the schools to
which they send their children. They want
clean streets, pure milk, pure water and
pure food. They are eager to see that good
child labor laws are passed in their states.
They desire good treaties to be made and
happy relations to be established between
our country and other countries in the
world. They are interested in peace. It
should be the ideal of every citizen—man or
woman—to share in the responsibilities of
a democratic government.

After you have become a citizen

prepare yourself to qualify as a

voter. Your vote is valuable if
you use it properly.
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WHAT EVERY WOMAN SHOULD KNOW ABOUT CITIZENSHIP

Do You Wish to Become
A Useful Citizen?

Many organizations—public and private
—are eager to help you prepare yourself for
citizenship. The Public Schools, the settle-
ments and neighborhood houses near your
home, all have day and evening classes to
which they invite you. Go to them. If you
have little children whom you cannot leave
at home, take them with you; they will be
cared for in kindergartens while you attend
your class. The National Council of Jewish
Women have organized English and citizen-
ship classes in every city in this country for
women who wish to become citizens. If you
wish information about these classes, write
to:

Department of Immigrant Aid,
The National Council of Jewish Women,
799 Broadway, New York City

This Department will be glad to refer you
to the proper classes in your city. Attend
these classes regularly, even if it means
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WHAT EVERY WOMAN SHOULD KNOW ABOUT CITIZENSHIP

that you must work harder when you come
home. You will feel well repaid. You will
find a new world opened for you. You will
realize you are a human being, not merely
a kitchen drudge—always scrubbing and
washing and cooking, and never having any
outside interests or pleasures. You will be
proud of yourself when you can read your
children’s school books and reports. And
your husband and children will be proud of
you too!

Join an English class in your neigh-

borhood. You will derive mental

as well as social pleasure from
attending such a class.
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WHAT EVERY WOMAN SHOULD KNOow ABOUT CITIZENSHIP

Remember—As A Citizen

A Woman Enjoys Many Privileges and
Advantages

She is protected by the United States Govern-
ment both here and when traveling abroad.

She may vote.
She may hold office.

She is the equal of her husband or her neighbors
in the eyes of the law and thus gains their
respect.

She is given opportunities to develop herself,
and to broaden her interests in life.

She is no longer an alien.
She is alt home.

She is a citizen—an American by choice.

LEARN ENGLISH.

BECOME AN AMERICAN CITIZEN.
QUALIFY FOR THE VOTE

AND VOTE INTELLIGENTLY.
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