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LETTER
T O

GILBERT JVES% Efq;

SIR,

N a late Converfatlon we had to-

gether upon the Subjeft of the

Chriftian Religion, I told you, that

befides all the Proofs of it which

may be drawn from the Prophecies of the

Old ^ejlanient, from the neceflary Connexion

it has with the whole Syflem of the Je^^iUj

A 2 Religion,



Obfcrvations on the Converjion

Religion, from the Miracles of Chrijl^ and

from the Evidence given of his Refurredion

by all the other Apoftles, I thought the Con-

verfion and the Apoftlefhip of St. Paul alone,

duly confidered, was of itfelf a Demonflration

fufF:cient to prove Chriftianity to be a Divine

Revelation.

As you fcem'd to think that fo compen-

dious a Proof might be of Ufe to convince

thofe Unbelievers that will not attend to a

longer Series of Arguments, I have thrown

together the Rcafons upon which I fupport

that Propofition.

In the 26th Chapter of the A5fs of the

Apoftles^ writ by a Cotemporary Author, and

a Companion of St. Paul in preaching the

Gofpel, as appears by the Book itfelf, Ch. xx.

Ver. 6, 13, 14. Ch. xxvii. Ver. i. &c. St. Paul

is faid to have given himfelf this Account of

his Converfion and Preaching, to King Agrtp-

pa and Feftiis the Roman Governor. *• My
* Manner of Life from my Youth, which

^ was, at the firfl, among mine own Nation

•• at Jerufakm., know all the Jews., which knew

* mc from the Et:ginning (if they would tefli-^

*fy)
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fy) that after the llrideft Sed of our Re"

ligion, I lived a Pharifee. And now I iland

and am judged for the Hope of the Pro-

mife made by God unto our Fathers : Unto

which Promife our twelve Tribes, inflantly

ferving God Day and Night, hope to come :

for which Hope's Sake, King Jgrippa, I

am accufed by the Jews. Why fhould it

be thought a Thing incredible with you,

that God fhould. raife the Dead? I verily

thought with myfelf, that I ought to do

many Things contrary to the Name ofjefu.

of Nazareth; Which Thing I alfo did in

Jerufakmy and many of the Saints did I

fhut up in Prifon, having received Autho-

rity from the Chief Priefts ; and when they

were put to Death, I gave my Voice againft

them.. And I punifhed them oft in every

Synagogue, and compelled them to blaf-

pheme, and being exceedingly mad againft

them, I perfecuted them even unto ftrange

• Cities. Whereupon, as I went to Damafcus

• with Authority and Commiffion from the

• Chief Priefts, at Mid-day, O King, I faw

• in the Way a Light from Heaven, above

' the Brightnefs of the Sun, fhining round

^ about me, and them which journeyed with

A 3
* mc»



Ohfervations on the Converjlon

me. And when we were all fallen to the

Earth, I heard a Voice fpeaking unto me,

and faying in the Hebrew Tongue, Saul^ Sauly

why perfecuteft thou me ? It is hard for

thee to kick againft the Pricks. And I

faid, Who art thou. Lord ? And he faid, I

am Jefus whom thou perfecuteft. But rife,

fland upon thy Feet; for I have appeared

unto thee for this purpofe, to make thee

a Minifter, and a Witnefs both of thofe

Things which thou haft feen, and of thofe

Things in the which I will appear unto thee

;

delivering thee from the People, and from

the Gentiles^ unto whom I now fend thee,

to open their Eyes, and to turn them from

Darknefs to Light, and from the Power of

Satan unto God, that they may receive

Forgivenefs of Sins, and Inheritance among

them which are fandlified by Faith that is

in me. Whereupon, O King Agrippa^ i

was not difobedient to the heavenly Vifion :

' but Ihewed firft unto them, of Damafcus, and

at Jerufakniy and throughout all the Coafts

• of Judea^ and to the Gentiles, that they

fhould repent and turn to God, and do
• W^orks meet for Repentance. For thefe

' Caufes the Jews caught me in the Temple,

' and
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and went about to kill me. Having there-

fore obtain'd help of God, I continue un-

to this Day witneffing both to Small and

Great, faying none other Things than thofc

which Mofes and the Prophets did fay fhould

come : That Chrifl Ihould fuffer, and that

he fhould be the Firft that fhould rife

from the Dead, and Ihould jQiew Light to

the People, and to the Gentiles. And as he

thus fpake for himfelf, Fejius faid with a

loud Voice, Paul^ thou art befide thyfelf
^

much Learning doth make thee mad. But

he faid, I am not mad, moil noble Feftus^

but fpeak forth the Words of Truth and

Sobernefs. For the King knoweth of thefe

Things, before whom alfo I fpeak freely-;

for I am perfuaded that none of thefc

Things are hidden from him ; for the

Thing was not done in a Corner. King

Agrippa^ believed thou the Prophets .? I

know that thou believeft. Then Agrippa

faid unto Paul^ Almoft thou perfuadeft me

to be a Chriftian. And Paul faid, I would

to God that not only thou, but alfo all

that hear me this Day, were both almoft

and altogether fuch as I am, except thefe

A 4 * ^on^^:



8 Obfervations on the Converjion

Aas, ch. t Bonds/ In another Chapter of the fame

^^l\ y^*^.. Book he gives in Subflance the fame Account
lO, I 1,1 Z, *-'

'3. H^i5»to the y^te;^, adding thefe further Particulars.
'^'

^ And I faid. What ihall I do. Lord ? And
' the Lord faid unto me, Arife, and go into

* DamafcuSy and there it fliall be told thee of

* all Things which are appointed for thee to

' do. And when I could not fee for the

* Glory of that Light, being led by the Hand
* of them that were with me, I came into

' Damafcus. And one Ananias^ a devout Man
' according to the Law, having a good Re-

* port of all the Jews that dwelt there, came

' unto me, and flood, and faid unto me,"

*> Brother Saul^ receive thy Sight ; and the

* fame Hour I looked up upon him» And he

*faid. The God of our Fathers hath chofen

* thee, that thou fhould'fl know his Will,

' and fee that Juft One, and fhould'il hear the

* Voice of his Mouth. For thou ihalt be his

* Witnefs unto all Men of what thou haft feen

^ and -heard. And now why tarrieft thou ?

* Arife, and be baptized, and wafh away thy

' Sins, calling on the Name of the Lord.

In -the 9th Chapter of the fame Book,

the Author of it relates- the fame Story with

fome
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fome other Circumftances not mentioned In

thefe Accounts : As, that Saulin a Vifion faw^^^. ch.

ix. vcr I 2

Ananias before he came to him coming in^ and

putting his Hand upon him that he might re-

ceive his Sight. And that when Ananias had A£ls, ibid.

Ipoken to him, immediately there fell from his^^^'
*^'

Eyes as it had been Scales,

And agreeably to all thefe Accounts, St.

Paid thus fpeaks of himfelf in the Epiflles he

wrote to the feveral Churches he planted ; the

Authenticity of which cannot be doubted

without overturning all Rules, by which the

Authority and Genuinefs of any Writings

can be proved, or confirmed.

To the Galatians he fays :
* I certify you, Gal. ch. 1.

* Brethren, that the Gofpel which was preach- ^^^'
]

^'

* ed by me is not after Man. For I neither 15, \6,

* received it of Man, neither was I taught it,

' but by the Revelation of Jefus Chrifi. For

* ye have heard of my Converfation in Time
* pad in the Jews Religion, how that beyond

* Meafure I perfecuted the Church of God,
^ and wafted it. And profited in the Jews
' Religion above many mine Equals in my
* own Nation, being more exceedingly zealous
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« of the Traditions of my Fathers. But when

* it pleafed God, who feparated me from my
* Mother's Womb, and called me by his

* Grace, to reveal his Son in me, that I

« might preach him among the Heathen, im-

' mediately 1 confer'd not with Flelh and

* Blood, ^cr

Phil.ciii. To the Philippians he fays, * If any other

y* 1' ^' ^'
' Man thinketh that he hath whereof he might

' trufl in the Flefh, I more : circumcifed the

* eighth Day, of the Stock of Ifrael^ of the

* Tribe of Benjamin^ an Hebrew of the He-

* brews. As touching the Law, a Pharifee j

* concerning Ze^l, perfecuting the Church 5

* touching the Righteoufnefs which is in the

* Law, blamelefs. But what Things were Gain

"- to me, thofe I counted Lofs for Chriji, Yea

* doubtlefs, and I count all Things but Lofs

^ for the Excellency of the Knowledge of

* Chrift Jefiis my Lord, for whom I have

* fuffered the Lofs of all Things, and do

* count them but Dung, that I may win

* Chrijir

iTim.c.i. And in his Epidle to Timothy he writes

V. 12, 15- thus: ' I thank Jefus Chrift our Lord, who
* hath
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1

* hath enabled me, for that he counted me
' faithful, putting me into the Miniftry, who
* was before a Blafphemer, and a Perfecutor,

* and injurious ; but I obtain'd Mercy, be-

* caufe I did it ignorantlv in Unbelief.'

In other Epiftles he calls hlmfclf an Apoftk 2 Cor. ch.

hy the Will of God^ by the Cominandment
<?/coI ch i

<^od our Saviour^ and Lord Jejus Chrift ;

—

and^- V-

en Apfile not ofMen^ neither by Men^ but by Jefiis\, v "^i

.^'

Chrift., and Cod the Father^ who Yaifed him from^^^- ^^- ^^

V. I.

the Dead, All which implies fome miraculous

Call that made him an Apoille. And to the

Corinthians he fays, after enumerating many

Appearances of Jefus after his Refurredlion,

* And lad of all he was feen of me alfo^ as » Cor. ch,

* of one born out of due time.'

:n1

Now it mud of Neceffity be, that the Per-

fon attelling thefe Things of himielf, and of

whom they are related in fo authentick a

Manner, either was an Impoflor, who faid

what he knew to be falfe with an Intent to

deceive ; or he was an Enthufiaft, who by the

-Force of an over-heated Imagination impof-

ed on himfelf ; or he was deceived by the

Fraud of others^ and all that he faid muft

be
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be imputed to the Power of that Deceit ; or

what he declared to have been the Caufe of

his Converfion, and to have happened in

confequence of it, did all really happen ; and

therefore the Chriftian Religion is a Divine Re-

velation.

Now that he was not an Impoftor, who

faid what he knew to be falfe with an Intent

to deceive, I fhall endeavour to prove, by

fhewing that he could have no rational Mo-
tives to undertake fuch an Impofture, nor

could have poflibly carried it on with any

Succcfs by the Means we know he employ-

ed.

First then,.. the Inducement to fuch ah

Impofture muft have been one of thefe two,

either the Hope of advancing himfelf by it

in his Temporal Intereil, Credit, or Power ; or

the Gratification of fome of his Paflions un-

der the Authority of it, and by the Means it

afforded.

Now thefe were the Circumflances in

which St. P/z^/ declared his Converfion to the

.Faith of Chr'ifi Jefus, Th?it.Jcfus, who called

'. j himfclf
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himfelf the Mejfiah^ and Son of God, not-

withftanding the Innocence and HoHnels of

his Life, notwithflanding the Miracles by

which he attefted his MifTion, had been cru-

cified by the Jews as an Impoftor and Blaf-

phenier, which Crucifixion not only muft (hu-

manly fpeaking) have intimidated others from

following him, or efpoufing his Do6lrines, but

ferved to confirm the Jews in their Opinion

that he could not be their promifed Mefiiah,

who according to all their Prejudices was not

to fuffer in any manner, but to reign trium-

phant for ever here upon Earth. His Apo-

flles indeed, though at firfl; they appeared to

be terrified by the Death of their Mafter, and

difappointed in all their Hopes, yet had fur-

prifingly recovered their Spirits again, and

publickly taught in his Name, declaring him

to be rifen from the Grave, and confirming

that Miracle by many they worked, or pre-

tended to work themfelves. But the Chief

Priefls and Rulers among the Jews were fo

far from being converted either by their

Words, or their Works, that they had begun

a fevere Perfecution againft them, put fomc

to Death, imprifoned others, and were going

on with implacable Rage againft the whole

Sed.
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Afts vii. Sedl. In all thefe Severities St. Paul con-
^*'^'

curred, being himfelf a Pharifee, bred up at

the Feet of Gamaliely one of the Chief of that

Sefl ; nor was he content in the Heat of his

Zeal with perfecuting the Chriftians who were

at yerufaleniy but breathing out Threatning and

Adl5 ix. Slaughter againjl the Bifciples of the Lordy went

unto the High Priejl, and deftred of him Letters

to Damafcus to the Synagogues^ that if hefound

any of this JVay^ whether they were Men or

IVomen^ he might bring them bound to Jerufalem.

His Requefl was complied with, and he went

A£ls XXVI. fQ Damafcus with Authority and Commijfionfrom

the High Prieji. At this Inflant of Time,

and under thefe Circumftances, did he become

a Difciple of Chrift, What could be his Mo-

tives to take fuch a Part ? Was it the Hope

of increafing his Wealth ? The certain Con-

fequence of his taking that Part was not only

the Lofs of all that he had, but of all Hopes

of acquiring more. Thofe whom he left, were

the Difpofers of Wealth, of Dignity, of Power

in Judea : Thofe whom he went to, were in-

digent Men, opprefs'd and kept down from all

Means of improving their Fortunes. They

among them who had more than the reft,

fliared what they had with their Brethren, but

with
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with this Afliftance the whole Community was

hardly fupplicd with the NecelTarics of Life.

And even in Churches he afterwards planted

himfelf, which were much more wealthy than

that of Jerufalem^ fo far was St. Paul from

availing himfelf of their Charity, or the Vene-

ration they had for him, in order to draw

that Wealth to himfelf, that he often reiufed to

take any Part of it for the NecefTaries of Life.

Thus he tells the Corinthians^ * Even unto i Cor. xt.

* this prefent Hour we both hunger and third,

* and are naked, and are buffeted, and have

* no certain Dwelling-place, and labour, work-

' ing with our own Hands.'

In another Epiftle he writes to them, ' Be-zCor. xil.

' hold the Third Time I am ready to come to

* you, and I will not be burthenfome to you,

* for I feek not yours but you j for the Chil-

* dren ought not to lay up for the Parents, but

* the Parents for the Children.'

To the Tbeffalonians he fays, * As we were i Theff.

< allowed of God to be put in truft with the"' ^' 5- ^>

* Gofpel, even fo we fpeak, not as pleafing

^ Men, but God, which trieth cur Hearts.

' For
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» For neither at any time ufed we flattering

* Words, nor a Cloak of Covetoufnefs, God
* is Witnefs ; nor of Men fought we Glory,

' neither of you, nor yet of others, when we
' might have been burthenfome, as the Apo-

I
^ files of Chrift, For ye rem.ember. Brethren,

* our Labour and Travel : for labouring

* Night and Day, becaufe we would not be

' chargeable to any of you, we preached unto

* you the Gofpel of God.' And again in an-

other Letter to them he repeats the fame

2 ThefT. Teftimony of his Difintereftednefs :
^ Neither

*"*
* * did we eat any Man's Bread for nought, but

' wrought with Labour and Travel Night and

' Day, that we might not be chargeable to

' any of you.' And when he took his Fare-

wel of the Church of Ephefus^ to whom he

foretold that they fhould fee him no more, he

gives this Teftimony of himfelf, and appeals

Aas XX. to them for the Truth of tt :
* I have coveted

* no Man's Silver or Gold, or Apparel. Yea^

* you yourfelves know, that thefe Hands

' have minifter'd unto my Neceflities, and to

' them that were with me.' It is then evi-

dent both from the State of the Church when

St. Paul firft came into it, and from his Beha-

viour afterwards^ that he had no Thoughts

of

33* 34'
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of increafing his Wealth by becoming a Chri-

ftian ; whereas by continuing to be their Ene-

my, he had ahnoft certain Hopes of making
his Fortune by the Favour of thofe who were at

the Head of the Jewijh State, to v/hom nothing

could more recommend him than the Zeal that

.he fhewed in that Perfecution. As to Credit

or Reputation, that too lay all on the Side he

forfook. The Sedt he embraced was under the

greateft and moft univerfal Contempt of any

then in the World. The Chiefs and Leaders of

it were Men of the lowed Birth, Education, and

Rank. They had no one Advantage of Parts,

or Learning, or other Human Endowments to

recommend them. The Dodlrines they taught

were contrary to thofe, which they who were

accounted the Wifeft and the moft Know-

ing of their Nation profefs'd. The wonderful

Works that they did, were either imputed to

Magick or to Impofture. The very Author and

Head of their Faith had been condemned as a

Criminal, and died on the Crofs between two

Thieves. Could the Difciple of Gamaliel think

he Ihould gain any Credit or Reputation by

becoming a Teacher in a College of Fifher-

men ? Could he flatter himfelf, that either in or

out of Judea the Dodrines he tauglit could

B do
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do him any Honour ? No ; he knew very well

that the Preaching Chrijl crucified was a Stujn-

hUng-hlock to the Jews, and to the Greeks Foolijk-

nefs. He afterwards found by Experience, that

in all Parts of the World, Contempt was the

Portion of whoever engaged in preaching aMy-

flery fo unpalatable to the World, to all its Pai^

fions and Pleafures, and fo irreconcileable to the

Pride of Human Reafon. JVe are made (fays

he to the Corinthians) as the Filth of the Worlds

the Offscouring of all things unto this Day. Yet

he went on as zealoufly as he fet out, and was

not afhamed of the Gofpel of Chrifl, Certainly

then the Defire of Glory, the Ambition of mak-

ing to himfelf a great Namey was not his Motive

to embrace Chriftianity. Was it then the Love

of Power ? Power I over whom ? over a Flock

of Sheep driven to the Slaughter, whofe Shep-

herd himfelf had been murdered a little before.

All he could hope from that Power was to be

mark'd out in a particular manner for the fame

Knife, which he had feen fo bloodily drawn

againft them. Could he exped more Mercy

from the Chief Priefts and the Rulers, than they

had fhewn to Jefiis himfelf? Would aot their

Anger be probably fiercer againft the Deferter

and Betrayer of their Caufe, than againft any

other



and Apojllepp of St. Paul. 19

other of the Apoftles ? Was Power over fo

mean and defpifed a Set of Men worth th^ at-

tempting with fo much Danger ? But ftili it

may be faid, there are fome Natures fo fond of

Power, that they will court it at any Rin<, and

be pleafed with it even over the Meaneft. Let

us fee then what Power Saint Fmil affumed

over the Chriftians. Did he pretend to any

Superiority over the other Apoftles ? No •, he

declared himfelf the leafl of them^ and lefs thati^i^^^- i"-

the leafi of all Saints, Even in the Churches
i cor. xv.

he planted himfelf, he never pretended to any 9-

Primacy or Power above the other Apoftles

;

nor would he be regarded any otherwife by

them, than as the Inftrument to them of the

Grace of God, and Preacher of the Gofpel,

not as the Head of a Sed. To the Ccrinthi-

ans he writes in thefe Words : * Now this 1 1 Cor, i.

* fay, that every one of you faith, I am of*^'^^'

< Paul, and I of ./Ipollos^ and I of Ce-phaSy

* and I of Chrijl. Is Chrljb divided ? W^as

* Faiil cruciiied for you ? Or were ye bap-

' tized in the Name of Faul? And in ano-

ther Place, ' Who then is P^;.7, and who is ^ ^o^- i^»-

* A;pcllos, but Minifters by whom ye be-

' lieved, even as the Lord gave to every Man ?

* For we preach not ourfelves, %\Jil ChriJl i Cor. iv.

B 2 ' 'Jefui^^'
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* Jefus the Lord, and ourfelves your Servants

' for Jefus Sake.'

All the Authority he exercifed over them

was purely of a fpiritual Nature, tending to

their Inftrudlion and Edification, without any

Mixture of that civil Dominion in which

alone an Impoftor can find his Account.

Such was the Dominion acquired and exer-

cifed through the Pretence of Divine Infpira-

tion, by many ancient Legillators, by Minos

^

Radamanthus^ TripiolemuSy Lycurgus, Numa^

Zakucus^ Zoroafier^ Xamolxis^ nay even by

Pythagoras^, who join'd Legiflation to his Phi-

lofophy, and like the others, pretended to

Miracles and Revelations from God, to give

a more venerable Sandtion to the Laws he pre-

fcribed. Such, in later Times, was attain'd

by Odin among the Goths^ by Mahomet among

the Arabians^ by Mango Copac among the Pe-

ruvians^ by the Sofi Family among the Per-

ftansy and that of the Xeriffs among x\\z Moors.

To fuch a Dominion did alfo afpire the many

falfe MefTiahs among the Jews, In fhort, a

fpiritual Authority was only defired as a

Foundation for temporal Power, or as the

Support of it, by all thefe Pretenders to Di-

vine
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1

vine Infpirations, and others whom Hiftory

mentions in different Ages and Countries, to

have ufed the fame Arts. But St. Paul inno-

vated nothing in Government or Civil Affairs,

he meddled not with Legiflation, he formed

no Common-wealths, he raifcd no Seditions,

he affeded no temporal Power. Obedience

to their Rulers was the Dodrine he taught to^°"^ *'"•

the Churches he planted, and what he taught

he pradlifed himfelf •, nor did he ufe any of

thofe foothing Arts by which ambitious and

cunning Men recommend themfelves to the

Favour of thofe whom they endeavour to

fubjed to their Power. Whatever was wrong

in the Difciples under his Care he freely re«

proved, as it became a Teacher from God,

of which numberlefs Inftances are to be found

in all his Epiftles. And he was as careful of

them when he had left them, as while he re-

fided among them, which an Impoftor would

hardly have been, whofe Ends were center'd

all in himfelf This is the manner in which

he writes to the Philippians : ^ Wherefore, my
* Beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not in

* my Prefence only, but now much more in

* my Abfence, work out your own Salvation

* with Fear and Trembling. Phil ii. 12.*

B 3
And
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And a little after he adds the Caufe why he

interefted himfelf fo much in their Condudl,

Phil. ii. * That ye may be blamelefs and harmlefs,

'5»^ >^/i
j.|^g 5Qf^3 ^f Qq(j jj^ ^j^^ midll: of a crooked

* and perverfe Nation, among whom ye Ihine.

* as Lights in ihe World, holding forth the

* Word of Life ; that I may rejoice in the

' Day of Chrift^ that I have not run in vain,

' neither laboured in vain. Yea, and if I be

' offered upon the Sacrifice and Service of

* your Faith, I joy and rejoice with you all.'

Are thefe the Words of an Impoflor defiring

nothing but temporal Power } No, they are

evidently written by one who look'd beyond

the Bounds of this Life. But it may be faid,

that he affedled at lead an abfolute fpiritual

Power over the Churches he formed. I an-

fwer, he preached Chrift Jefus and not hhnfelf.

Chrift was the Hecid^ he only the Miniftcr^

and for fuch only he gave himfelf to them.

He called thofe who affiilied him in preaching

the Gofpel, his Fellow-labourers and Fellow^

fei'vanis.

So far was he from taking any Advan-

tage of a higher Education, fuperior Learn-
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ing, and, more Ufe of the World, to claim

to himfelf any Supremacy above the other

Apoflles, that he made light of all thofe At-

tainments, and declared, thai he came not

with Excellency of Speech^ or of JVifdom^ but

determined to know nothing among thofe he con-

verted fa-ce Jefus Chrifi^ and him crucified, i Cor. i

And the Reafon he gave for it was, nal their^*
^' '^'

Faith floould not ftand in the JVifdom of Men^

hut in the Tower of God, Now this Condud
put him quite on a Level v/ith the other Apo-

files, who knew Jefus Chrijl as well as he,

and had the Power of God going along with

their Preaching in an equal Degree of Virtue

and Grace. But an Impoftor, whofe Aim
had been Power, would have adled a contrary

Part ; he would have availed himfelf of all

thofe Advantages, he would have extoU'd

them as highly as pofTible, he would have fet

up himfelf by Virtue of them, as Head of

that Sedt to which he acceded, or at leaft of

the Profelytes made by himfelf. This is no

more than was done by every Philofopher

who formed a School ; much more was it

natural in one who propagated a new Reli-

gion.

B 4 Ws



2.J. Ohfervations on the Converfion

We fee that the Bifhops of Rome have

claimed to themfelves a Primacy, or rather a

Monarchy over the whole Chriftian Church.

If St. Paul had been adluated by the fame

Luft of Dominion, it was much eafier for him

to have fucceeded in fuch an Attempt. It

was much eafier for him to make himfelf

Head of a few poor Mechanicks and Fifher-

men, whofe Superior he had always been in

the Eyes of the World, than for the Bifliops

of Rome to reduce thofe of Ravenna or Milan

and other great Metropolitans, to their Obe-

dience. Befides the Oppofition they met

with from fuch potent Antagonifts, they

were obliged to fupport their Pretenfions in

dirc6t Contradidion to thofe very Scriptures

which they were forced to ground them up-

on, and to the indifputable Pradice of the

whole Chriftian Church for many Centuries.

Thefe were fuch Difficulties as required the

utmoft Abilities and Skill to furmount. But

the firft Preachers of the Gofpel had eafier

Means to corrupt a Faith not yet fully known,

and which in many Places could only be

known by what they feveraily publifhed them-

felves. It was neceffary indeed while they

continued together, and taught the fame

People,
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People, that they fhould agree, otherwife the

Credit of their Sedl would have been over-

thrown ; but when they feparated, and formed

different Churches in didant Countries, the

fame NecelTity no longer remained.

It was in the Power of St. Paul to model

mofl of the Churches he formed, fo as to fa-

vour his own Ambition : For he preached the

Gofpel in Parts of the World where no other

Apoftles had been, where Chrift was 7iot Jtamed

till he brought the Knowledge of him, avoiding

to huild upon another Man^s Foundation^ Now Rom. xv.

had he been an Impoftor, would he have con- ^°*

fined himfelf to jufl the fame Gofpel as was

delivered by the other Apoftles, where he had

fuch a Latitude to preach what he pleafed

without Contradiction } Would he not have

twifted and warped the Doctrines of Chrifi to

his own Ends, to the particular Ufe and Expe-

diency of his own Followers, and to the pecu-

liar Support and Increafe of his own Power ?

That this was not done by St. Faul^ or by any-

other of the Apoftles, in fo many various Parts

of the World as they travelled into, and in

Churches abfolutely under their own Direction

;

that the Gofpel preached by them all fliould be

one
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one aiid the fame, * the Do(fl:rines agreeing in

every Particular, without any one ot them at-

tributing more to himfelf than he did to the

others, or eftablifhing any thing even in point

of Order, or Difcipline different from the reil,

or more advantageous to his own Intereft,

Credit,

* If any one inisgines that he fees any Difference be-

tween the Dodrines of St. J^mes and St. Paul, concerning

Juflification by Faith or by Works, let him read Mr. Locke^>i

excellent Comment upon the Epiftles of the latter j or let

him only confider thel'e Words in the firlt Epiille to the Co-

rinthiaijSy C. ix. V. 27, But I keep under my Body^ aiidhrhig

it into Suhjet^inn^ Icjl that by cmy Means^ <ivhen I have
p-eached to others y I myfelfJ]:ould he a CaJ]a<njca\.

If St. Pad had believed or taught, that Faith without

Works was fufficient to fave a Difciplc oiChriji, to what

Purpofe did he keep under his Body, fince his Salvation was

not to depend upon That being fubjedt to the Power of

his Reafon, but meerly upon the Faith he profeiVd ? His

Faith was firm, and fo ftrongly founded upon the moft cer-

tain Convidiion, that he had no Reafon to doubt its Con-
tinuance ; howould he then think it poflib'e, that while

he retained th2L\. fa'ving Faith ^ he might neverthelefs be a
Cajiaitjay ? Or if he had fuppofed that his EleSiion and

Calling was of fuch a Nature, as that it irrefibly impelled

him to Good, and retrained him from Evil, how cou'd

he exprefs any Fear, left the Lull of his Body fhould pre-

vent his Salvation ? Can fuch an Apprehenfion be made to

agree with the Notions of abfolute Predeftination afcribed

by fome to St. Paul? He could have no Doubt that (he

Grace of God had been given to him in the moft extraor-

dinary iManner ; yet we fee, that he thought his EleSlion

was not fo certain, but that he might fa'l from it agaia

through the natura' Prevalence of bodily Appetites, if not

duly reftrained by his own voluntary Care. This fingle

Paflage is a full Anfwer out of the iMouth of St. P^7z//him-

f'.lf, to all tlie N'liftakes that have been made of his Mean-
ing in fome obfcure Exprtflions concerning Grace, Elec-

tion, and Juftificaiion.
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Credit, or Power, is a men: ftrong and con-

vincing Proof of their not being Impoflors,

but acting entirely by Divine Infpiration.

If then it appears that St. Paul had nothing

to gain by taking this Part, let us confider on

the other hand, what he gave up, and what he

had reafon to fear. He gave up a Fortune

which he was then in a fair way of advancing.

He gave up that Reputation which he had ac-

quired by the Labours and Studies of his whole

Life, and by a Behaviour which had been

MamelefSj touching the Righteoufncfs which is ^*«phil.iii.6

the Law. He gave up his Friends, his Rela-

tions, and Family, from whom he eftranged

and banifhed himfelf for Life. He gave up

that Religion which he had profited in above

'many of his Equals in his own Nation^ and thofe

Traditions of his Fathers^ which he had beenQ^XiL,

mere exceedingly zealous of. How hard this Sa-

crifice was to a Man of his warm Temper, and

above all Men to 2ijew^ is worth Confideration.

That Nation is known to have been more tena-

cious of their rehgious Opinions than any other

upon the Face of the Earth. The ilridleft and

proudefl Sed among them was that of the

Pharifees, under whofe Difcipline St. Paulw^s

bred.
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bred. The departing therefore fo fuddenly

from their favourite Tenets, renouncing their

Pride, and from their Difciple becoming their

Adverfary, was a mod difficult Effort for one

to make fo nurfed up in the Efteem of them,

and whofe early Prejudices were fo ftrongly

confirmed by all the Power of Habit, all the

Authority of Example, and all the Allure-

ments of Honour and Interell. Thefe were

the Sacrifices he had to make in becoming a

Chriftian •, let us now fee what Inconveniences

he had to fear : the implacable Vengeance of

thofe he deferred , that fort of Contempt which

is hardefl to bear, the Contempt of thofe whofe

good Opinion he had mofl eagerly fought

;

and all thofe other complicated Evils which he

defcribes in his 2d Epiftle to the CorinthianSy

Chap. xi. Evils, the leaft of which were

enough to have frighted any Impoftor even

from the mofl hopeful and profitable Cheat.

But where the Advantage propofed bears no

Proportion to the Dangers incurred, or the

Mifchiefs endured, he mud be abfolutely out

of his Senfes who will either engage in an Im-

poflure, or being engaged, perfevere.

Upon
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U^ON the whole then I think I have proved

that the Defire of Wealth, of Fame, or of

Power, could be no Motive to make St. Paid

a Convert to Chrift^ but that on the contrary

he mufl have been check'd by that Defire, as

well as by the juft Apprehenfion of many in-

evitable and infupportable Evils, from taking

a Part fo contradidlory to his paft Life, to

all the Principles he had imbibed, all the Ha-

bits he had contradled. It only remains to be

enquired, whether the Gratification of any other

PafTion under the Authority of that Religion,

or by the Means it afforded, could be his In-

ducement.

Now that there have been fome- Impoflors

who have pretended to Revelations from God,

meerly to give a loofe to irregular PalTions, and

fet themfelves free from all Reftraints of Go-

vernment, Law, or Morality, both ancient

and modern Hiftory fhews. But the Dodrine

preached by St. Paul is abfolutely contrary to

all fuchDefigns. His Writings breathe nothing 5^^^^^^,-.

but the ftrifteft Morality, Obedience to Ma-"^^''^^^ .

'' Rom. xt.

giflrates Order and Government, with the ut- & xiii. &

mofl Abhorrence of all Licentioufnefs, Idle-

nefs, or loofe Behaviour, under the Cloak of

Religion.
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Religion. We no where read in his Works

that Saints are above Moral Ordinances ; that

Dominion or Property is founded in Grace

;

that there is no Difference in Moral Adions ;

that any Impnlfes of the Mind are to dired us

againft the Light of our Reafon and the Laws

of Nature •, or any of thofe wicked Tenets from

which the Peace of Society has been difturbed,

and the Rules of Morality have been broken

by Men pretending to acl under the Sanation

of a Divine Revelation. Nor does any Part of

his Life, either before or after his Converfion

to Chriftianlty, bear any Mark of a Libertine

Difpofition. As among the Jc'vos^ fo among

the Chriftimis^ his Convcrfation and Manners

were blamelefs. Hear the Appeal that he makes

to the Thejfalonians upon his Do6lrine and Be-

haviour among them : 'Our Exhortation was

* not of Deceit y nor of Ufuleannefs^ nor in Gtiile:

' Ye are Witneffes, and God alio, how hoUh\

' ^ndjufifyy and unhlameahly we behaved our-

geealfo ' felves among you that believe, i Thejj. ii.

2 Cor i. < j^^> « p^^^ ^Q x\\^ Corinthia'ds he fays, M'^e
12 and

iv. 2. have UTcngcd ?to Man^ roe have corrupted no

Man^ zvc have defrauded no Man. 2 Cor. vii. 2.

It

* If St. Voxil had held any fecret Do^lrines, or Efo^

terick^ (as the Philofopher. call them) we fhould have

probably found them in the Letters he wrote to Timothy^
^

Titus,
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1

It was not then the Defire of gratifying any

irregular Paflion, that could induce St. Paul to

turn Chriftian^ any more than the Hope of ad-

vancing himfelf either in Wealth, or Reputa-

tion, or Power. But ftill it is poflible fome

Men may fay, (and I would leave no imaginable

Objedlion unanfwered) that though St. Paul

could have no felfiHi or interefted View in un-

dertaking fuch an Im.pofture, yet for the fake

of its Moral Dodlrines he might be inclined to

fupport the Chriftian Faith, and make ufe of

fome pious Frauds to advance a ReIigion,which

though erroneous and faife in its Theological

Tenets, and in the Fa6ls upon which it was

grounded, was in its Precepts and Influence

beneficial to Mankind.

Now it is true that fome good Men in the

Heathen World have both pretended to Divine

Revelations, and introduced or fupported Reli-

gions they knew to be falfe, under a Notion of

pubhck

Titus, and Philetnon, his Bofom- Friends, and Difclples.

But both the Theological and Moral Do(flrines are exatflly

the Tanne in them as thofe he wrote to the Churches, A very

llrong prefumptive Proof of his being no Impollor ! Surely

had he been one, he would have given fome Hints in thefe

private Letters of the Cheat they were carrying on, and

fome fecret Direftions to turn it to fome worldly Purpofes.

of one kind or another. But no fuch thing is to be found

in any one of them. The fame difrntereUed, holy, and

Divine Spirit breathes in all thefe, as in the other more

publick Epiilles.
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publick Utility : But befides that this Pradlicc

was built upon Maxims difclaimed by the Jews^

(who looking upon Truth, not Utility, to be

the Bafis of their Religion, abhorred all fuch

Frauds, and thought them injurious to the Ho-
nour of God) the Circum(lances they aded in

were very different from thofe of St. FauL

The firft Reformers of favage, uncivilized

Nations, had no other way to tame thofe bar-

barous People, and bring them to fubmit to

Order and Government, but by the Reverence

which they acquired from this Pretence. The

i^raud was therefore alike beneficial both to the

Deceiver and the Deceived. And in all other

Inflances which can be given of good Men ad-

ing this Part, they not only did it to fcrve good

Ends, but were fecure of its doing no Harm.

Thus when Lycurgus perfuaded the Spartans^ or

Numa the Romans^ that the Laws of the one

were infpired by Jpollo^ or thofe of the other

by Egeria^ when they taught their People to

put great Faith in Oracles, or in Augury, no

temporal Mifchief either to them or their Peo-

ple, could attend the Reception of that Belief.

It drew on no Perfecutions, no Enmity with the

World. But at that Time when St. Paul un-

dertook the preaching of the Gofpel, to per-

fuade
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fuade any Man to be a Chriftian^ was to per-

fuade him to expofe hinifelf to all the Calumnies

human Nature eould fuffer. This St. Pj«/ knew;

this he not only expedled^ but warned thofe he

taught to look for it too, i Thejf. iii. 4 2 Cor, vi.

4, 5. Epb. vi. 10, II, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16. PhiL

i. 28, 29, 30. Col. i. 9, 10, II. Rem. viii. 3.5,

36. The only Support that he had himfelf) or

gave to them was, ' That if they fuffered with

* Chriffy they fliould be alfo glorified together,^

And thatj ' he reckoned that the Sufferings of

* the prefent Time were not worthy to be com-

* pared with that Glory.'' Rom. viii. 17, 18.

So likewife he writes to the Thejfaloniansy ' We
' ourfelves glory in you, in the Churches of

* God, for your Patience and Faith in all your

' Perfecutions and Tribulations that you en-

* durei which is a manifeft Token of the

' righteous Judgment of God, that ye may be

* counted worthy of the Kingdom of God,/(?r

* which alfo ye fuffer. Seeing it is a righteous

* thing with God to recompenfe [or repay]

* Tribulation to them that trouble you ; and

* to you who are troubled, reft with us, when

* the Lord ]t^\.\s> Jhall be revealed from Heai'en,

* with his mighty Angels^ Sec' 2 Thejf. i. 4, 5,

6, 7. And to the Corinthians he fays, * If in

C * this
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' this Life only we have Hope in Chrift^ ive are

* of all Men the mojl miferahle' How much

realbn he had to fay this, the Hatred, the Con-

tempt, the Torments, the Deaths endured by

the Chriftians in that Age, and long afterwards,

abundantly prove. Whoever profeis'd the Gof-

pel under thefe Circumftances without an entire

Convidlion of its being a Divine Revelation,

inuft have been mad •, and if he made others pro-

fefs it by Fraud or Deceit, he muft have been

worfe than mad, he muft have been the moft

harden'd Wretch that ever breathed. Could any

Man wlio had in his Nature the leaft Spark of

Humanity, lubjecl his Fellow- Creatures to fo

many Miferics -, or could one that had in his

Mind the leaft Ray of Reafon, expofe himfelf

to jjiare them with thofe he deceived, in order

to advance a Religion which he knew to be

llille, meerly for the fake of its Moral Doc-

rrine'^, ? Such an Extravagance is tooabfurd to

W' fuppofed, and I dwell too long on a Notion

ihat up jn a little Refle6lion confutes itfelf^

I v/ouLD only add to the other Proofs I have

o-!ven that St. Paul could have no rational

Motive to become a Difciplc of Chrijl^ unlefs

he iincerely believed in him, this Obfervation :

That'v/hsreas it may be objeCled to the other

Apoftles,
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Apoftles, by thofe who are refolved not to

credit their Teftimony, that having been deep-

ly engaged with Jefus during his L>iic, they

were obhged to continue the fame ProfefTions

after his Deaths for the Support of their own
Credit, and from having gorre too far to go

back, this can by no means be faid of St. Paul.

On the contrary, whatever Force there may be

in that way of Rcafoning, it all tends to con-

vince us that St. Paul muft naturally have con-

tinued a Jew^ and an Enemy of Chrift Jcfus,

If they were engaged on one Side, he was as

ftrongly engaged on the other. If Shame with-

held them from changing Sides, much more

ought it to have (lopt him, who being of a

higher Education and Rank in Life a great

deal than they, had more Credit to lofe, and

muft be fuppofed to have been vaftly more ihi-

fibie to that fort of Shame. The only Diffe-

rence was, that they by quitting their Mailer

after his Death> might have preferved them*

felves J whereas he by quitting the Jeivs, and

taking up the Crofs of C/6n/, certainly brought

on his own Deftruclion.

As theftfore no rational Motive appears

for St, Pciul's> embracing the Faith of C/jriJ^y

C 2 v,ithout
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without having been really convinced of the

Truth of it : but on the contrary, every thing

concurred to deter him from ading that Part -,

one might very juftly conclude, that when a

Man of his Underftanding embraced that Faith,

he was in reality convinced of the Truth of it,

and that, by confequence, he was not an Im-

poftor, who fard what he knew to be falfe with

^n Intent to deceive.

But that no Shadow of Doubt may remain

upon the Impoffibility of his having been

fuch an Impoilor; that it may not be faid,

' The Minds of Men are fometimes fo capri-

' cious, that they will ad without any rational

* Motives, they know not why, and fo per-

« haps might St, ?aul\ I fhall next endea-

vour to prove, that if he had been fo unac-

countably wild and abfurd, as to undertake an

Impofture fo unprofitable and dangerous both

to himfelf and thofe he deceived by it, he

could not poflibly have carried it on with any

Succefs, by the Means that we know he em-

ployed.

First then let me obferve, that if his Con-

verfion, and the Part that he acted in confe-

quence
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quenceofit, was an Impofture, it was fiich an

Impofture as could not be carried on by one

Man alone. The Faith he profefs'd, and

which he became an Apoftle of, was not his

Invention. He was not the Author or Be-

ginner of it, and therefore it was not in his

Power to draw the Dodtrines of it out of his

own Imagination. With Jefus, who was the

Author and Head of it, he had never had any

Communication before his Death, nor with his

Apoftles after his Death, except as their Perfe-

cutor. As he took on himfelf the Office and

Charadler of an Apoftle, it was abfolutely ne-

ceflary for him to have a precife and per-

fedl Knowledge of all the Fads contained in

the Gofpel, feveral of which had only paft be-

tween Jefus himfelf and his twelve Apoftles,

and others more privately ftill, fo that they

could be known but to very few, being not

yet made publick by any Writings •, other-

wife he would have expofed himfelf to Ridi-

cule among thofe who preached that Gofpel

with more Knowledge than he ; and as the

Teftimony they bore would have been diffe-

rent in point of Fadl, and many of their Doc-

trines and Interpretations of Scripture repug-

nant to his, from their entire Difagreemenc

C 3 with
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vpith thofe Jewijb Opinions in which he was

bred up ; either they muft have been forced

to ruin his Credit, or he would have ruin'd

theirs. Some general Notices he might have

gain'd of thefe Matters from the Chriftians he

perfecuted, but not exact nor extenfive enough

to qualify him for an Apoftle, whom the kaft

Error in thefe Points would have difgraced,

and who muft have been ruined by it in all his

Pretenfions to that Infpiration, from whence

the Apoftolical Authority was chiefly derived.

It was therefore impoflible for him to a6t

this Part but in Confederacy at leaft with the

Apoftles. Such a Confederacy was dill more

neceflary for him, as the Undertaking to

preach the Gofpel did not only require an

exad and particular Knowledge of all it con-

tained, but an apparent Power of working

Miracles ; for to fuch a Power all the Apo-

illes appeai'd in Proof of their Mifllon, and

of the Do6trines they preach'd. He was there-

fore to learn of them by what fecret Arts

they fo impofed on the Senfes ot Men, if

this Power v/as a Cheat. But how could he

gain thefe Men to become his Confederates ?

Was it by turioufiy perfecuting them and

their Brechrcn, as v/c-lind that he did, to the

very
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very Moment of his Converfion ? Would they

venture to truil their capital Enemy with all

the Secrets of their Imjx)iture, with thofe upoa

which all their Hopes and Credit depended ?

Would they put it in his Power to take away

not only their Lives, but the Honour of their

Sedl, which they preferred to their Lives, by lb

ill-plac*d a Confidence ? Would Men fo Iccrec

as not to be drawn by the moil feve/e Perfecu-

tions, to fay one Word which could convince

them of being Impoftors, confeis themJelveis

fuch to their Perfecutor, in hopes of his being

their Accomplice ? This is Hill more impoflibic

than that he fhoiild attempt to engage in their

Fraud without their Coiifent and Afiiftauce,

We muft fuppofe then, that till he came

to Bamafcus^ he had no Communication wit'.i

the Apollles, a6led in no Concert with them,

and learnt nothing from them except the Doc-

trines which they had publickly tayght to all

the W^orld. When he came there, he told the

Jews to whom he brought Letters from the

High-Pried and the Synagogue againfl the

» Chriilians, of his having fecn in the Way a

C 4 great

The Difciples of Chri/i were not called Chriflians till

after this time ; but I ufe the Name as n.oll familiar to

us, and to avoid Circimilocutio:^*
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great Light from Heaven, and heard Chrifl

Jefus reproaching him with his Perfecution, and

commanding him to go into the City, where it

fhould be told him what he was to do. But to

account for his chufmg this Method of declar-

ing himfelf a Convert to Chrijl^ we mull fup-

pofe that all thofe who were with him, when he

pretended he had this Vifion, were his Accom-

plices. Othcrwife the Story he told could have

gain'd no Belief, being contradidled by them

whofeTeftimony was necefiary to vouch for the

Truth of it. And yet how can we fuppofe, that

all thefe Men fhould be willing to join in this

Impofture ? They were probably Officers of

Juflice, or Soldiers, who had been employ'd

often before in executing the Orders of the

High-Prieft and the Rulers againfl the Chri-

ftians. Or if they were chofen particularly for

this Expedition, they mull- have been chofen by

them as Men they could trufl for their Zeal in

that Caufe. What fhould induce them to the

betraying that Bufinefs they were employed in ?

Does it even appear that they had any Con^

neftion with the Man they fo lied for, before or

after this Time, or any Reward from him for

it ? This is therefore a Difficulty in the firll

Ourfcr of this Impofture not to be overcome.

But
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But further, he was to be inftrudled by one

at Damafcus, That Inftrudtor therefore muft

have been his Accomplice, though they ap-

pear to be abfolute Strangers to one another,

and though he was a Man of an excellent Cha-

radler, who had a good Report of all the

Jews that dwelt at Damafcus, and fo was

very unlikely to have engaged in fuch an Im-

poflure. Notwithftanding thefe Improbabili-

ties, this Man, I fay, muft have been his Con-

fident and Accomplice in carrying on this

wicked Fraud, and the whole Matter muft

have been previoufly agreed on between them.

But here again the fame Objecflion occurs :

How could this Man venture to a6t fuch a

dangerous Part without the Confent of the

other Difciples, efpecially of the Apoftles, or

by what Means could he obtain their Confent ?

And how abfurdly did they contrive their

Bufinefs, to make the Converfion of Saul the

EfFed of a Miracle, which all thofe who were

with him muft certify did never happen !

How much eafier would it have been to

have made him be prefent at fome pretended

Miracle wrought by the Difciples, or by j^na-

nias himfelf, when none were able to difcover

the Fraud, and have imputed his Converfion

to
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to that, or to the Arguments ufed by fome of

his Prifoners, whom he might have difcourfed

with, and queftioned about their Faith, and

the Grounds of it, in order to colour his intend-

ed Converfion ?

As this was the fafefl, fo it was the moft na-

tural Method of bringing about fuch a Change »

infbead of afcribing it to an Event which lay

fo open to Detedion. For (to ufe the Words
Aas XXVI. Qf 3j^ p^j^i ^Q j^rippa) this Thing was not

done in a Corner^ but in the Eye of the World,

and fubjed immediately to the Examination of

thofe who would be moft ftrid in fearching into

the Truth of it, the Jews at Damafcus, Had

they been able to bring any Shadow of Proof

to convi6i: him of Fraud in this Affair, his whole

Scheme ofImpofture muft have been nipt in the

Bud. Nor were They at Jerujalem^ whofe Com-

m.i/Tion he bore, lefs concerned to difcover fo

provoking a Cheat. But we find that many

Years afterwards, when they had had all the

Time and Means they could defire to make the

ftri6le{l Enquiry, he was bold enough to appeal

Ibidem, to Agrippa in the Prefence of Feftus^ upon his

own Knowledge of the Truth of his Story

;

who 4id not contradi6i: him, though he had

certainly
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certainly heard all that the Jews could ailedge

againft the Credit of it in any Particukr. A
very remarkable Proof both of the Notoriety of

the Fadl, and the Integrity of the Man, who

with fo fearlefs a Confidence could call upon a

King to give Teftimony for him, even while

he was fitting in Judgment upon him.

But to return to Ananias, Is it not ftrange,

if this Story had been an Impofture, and he

had been join'd with Pnul in carrying it on,

that after their meeting at Darmfctis we never

fhould hear of their conforting together, or

acting in Concert, or that the former drew

any Benefit from the Friend (hip of the latter,

'^hen he became fo confiderable among the

Chhflians ? Did Ananms engage and continue

in fuch a dangerous Fraud without any Hope

or Defire of private Advantage ? Or was it

fafe for Paul to fhal^e him off, and rifle his

Refentment r There is, I think, no other way

to get over this DifHculty, but by fuppoling

that Avanias happen'd to die foon after tlie

other's Convcrfion. I>et us then rake that for

granted without any Authority either of Hi-

ffory or Tradition, and let us fee in what

inanner this wondrous Jmpoflure was carried

on
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on by Paul himfelf. His firft Care ought to

have been to get himfelf own'd, and receiv'd

as an Apoftle by the Apoftles. Till this was

done, the Bottom he flood upon was very nar-

row, nor could he have any probable means

of fupporting himfelf in any Efteem or Credit

among the Difciples. Intruders into Impo-

ftures run double Rifl<:s \ they are in Danger

of being dcteded, not only by thofe upon

whom they attempt to pradife their Cheats,

but alfo by thofe whofe Society they force

themfelves into, who muft always be jealous

of fuch an Intrufion, and much more from

one who had always before behav'd as their

Enemy. Therefore to gain the Apoftles, and

bring them to admit him into a Participation

of all their Myfteries, all their Defigns, and

all their Authority, was abfolutely neceflary

at this Time to FauL The leaft Delay was

of dangerous Confequence, and might expofe

him to fuch Inconveniences as he never af-

terwards could overcome. But inftead of at-

Gal. i. tending to this Neceffity, he went into Arabia^

and then return'd again to Damafcus ; nor

did he go to Jerufakm till three Years were

paft.

Now

17,18.
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Now this Condadt may be accounted for,

if it be true that (as he declares in his Epiftle

to the Galatians) ' he neither received the Gof-Gal.i. 12.

* pel of any Man, neither was he taught it, but

* by the Revelation oijefus Chrifi: Under fuch

a Mailer, and with the Afliftance of his Divine

Power, he might go on boldly without any

human AfTociates \ but an Impoftor fo left to

himfelf, fo deprived of all Help, all Support,

all Recommendation, could not have fucceeded.

Further ; we find that at Antioch he was

not afraid to withftand Peter to his Fcue^ and

even to reprove him before all the Difciples^ be-
^^^' "'

caufe he was to be blamed. If he was an Impoftor,

how could he venture to offend that Apoftle,

whom it fo highly concerned him to agree with,

and pleafe ? Accomplices in a Fraud are

obliged to fhew greater Regards to each other

;

fuch Freedom belongs to Truth alone.

But let us confider what Difficulties he had

to encounter among the Genliles themfelves, in

the Enterprize he undertook of going to Them,

making himfelf their Apojile^ and converting

nem to the Religion oiChrift, As this Under-

taking was the diftinguifhing Part ofhisApofto-

lical
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lical Fundions, that which, in the Language

of his Epiftles, he was particularly called to ^ or

which, to fpcak Uke an UiibeHever, he chofe

and afligned to himfelf, it delerves a particular

Confideration : But 1 (hall only touch the prin-

cipal Points of k as concifcly as I can, becaufe

you have in a great "nieafure exhaufted the Sub-

ject in your late excellent Book on the Refurrec-

tioH, where you difcourfe with fuch Strength

of Realbn and Eloquence upon the Difficulties

that oppofed the Propagation of the Chriftian

Religion, in all Parts of the World.

Now in this Enterprize St. Faul. was to con-

tend, i/?. With the Policy and Power of the

Magiftrates ; 2^/v, With the Iiitereft, Credit,

and Craft of the Prieils > ^dly\ With the Preju-

dices and PaOions of the People; ^hly^ With

the Wifdom and Pride of the Philofophers.

Th a t in all Heathen Countries the cftablilh'd

Religion was interwoven with their Civil Con-

fbitution, and fupported by theMagiltrates as an

efTential Part of the Government, whoever has

any Acquaintance with Antiquity caniiot but

know. They tolerated indeed many different

Worihips, (tho' not with fo entire a Latitude

as
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as fome People fuppofe) as they fuffered Men

to difcourfe very trcely concerning Religion,

provided diey would fubmit to an exterior Con-

formity with the efcablifhed Rites -, nay, accord-

ing to the Genius of Paganifm, which allowctl

an Intercommunity of Worfhip, they in moil

Places admitted, without any great Difficulty,

new Gods and new Rites ; but rhcy no where

endured any Attempt to overturn the cftablifhed

Religion, or any dired Oppofition made to it,

efteeming that an unpardonable Offence, not to

the Gods alone, but to the State. This was fo

univerfal a Notion, and fo conftant a Maxim of

Heathen Policy, that when the Chriilian Reli-

gion fetitfeif up in Oppofition to all other Re-

ligions, admitted no Intercommunity with them,

but declared that the Gods of the Gentiles were

7iot to he worjijippedy nor any Society fuffered

between them and the only true God j when this

new Doctrine began to be propagated, and made

fuch a Progrefs as to fall under the Notice of the

Magiftrate, the Civil Power was every where

armed with all its Terrors againft it. When

therefore St. Paid undertook the Converfion of

the Gentiles, he knew very well, that the mod

•fevere Perfecutions muft be the Conlcqucncc of

any Succefs in his Defign.

Secondly,
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Secondly, This Danger was rendered more

certain by the Oppofition he was to exped from

the Intereft, Credit, and Craft of the Priefts.

How gainful a Trade they, with all their infe-

rior Dependents, made of thofe Superllitions

which he propofed to deftroy •, how much

Credit they had with the People as well as

the State by the Means of them, and how

much Craft they employed in carrying on their

Impoftures, all Hiftory fhews. St. Faul could

not doubt that all thefe Men would exert their

utmofl Abilities to flop the Spreading of the

DodVrines he preached, Dodlrines which flruck

at the Root of their Power and Gain, and were

much more terrible to them than thofe of the

moil Atheiftical Sed of Philofophers, becaufe

the latter contented themfelves with denying

their Principles, but at the fame Time declared

for fupporting their Pradices, as ufeful Cheats,

or at leafl: acquiefced in them as Eftablifhments

authcrifed by the Saridion of Law. Whatever

therefore their Cunning could do to fupport

their own Worfhip, whatever Aid they could

draw from the Magiftrate, whatever Zeal they

could raifc in the People, St. Paul was to con-

tend with, unfupported by any human AlTift-

ance.

And
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And Thirdly^ This he was to do in dired

Oppofition to all the Prejudices and Paflions of

the People. Now had he confin'd his Preaching

to Judea alone, this Difficulty would not have

occurred in near fo great a Degree. The

People there were fo moved by the Mira-

cles the Apoftles had wrought, as well as by

the Memory of thofe done by Jefus^ that

in fpite of their Rulers, they begun to be fa-

vourably difpofed towards them \ and we even Aas iV.

find that the High-Prieft and the Council had ^^'
'*''' ^*

more than once been with-held from treating

the Apoitks with fo much Severity as they

defired to do, for fear of the People. But in

the People among the Gentiles no fuch Dif-

pofitions could be expelled : Their Preju-

dices were violent, not only in favour of their

own Superftitions, but in a particular Man-

ner againit any Do6lrines taught by a Jew,

As from their Averfion to all Idolatry, and

irreconcileable Separation from all other Reli-

gions, the Jeivs were accufed of hating Man-

kind, fo were they hated by all other Nations :

nor were they hated alone, but defpifed. To

,what a Degree that Contempt was carried, ap-

pears as well by the Mention made of them

D in
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in Heathen Authors, as by the Complaints Jo-

fephus makes of the Unreafonableneis and In-

juftice of it in his Apology. What Authority

i^if^n could St. Paul flatter himfelf that his

Preaching would carry along with it, among

People to whom he was at once both the Ob-

-jccl of national Hatred and national Scorn ?

But befides this popular Prejudice againft a

Jcu:^ the Do6lrines he taught were fuch as

fhocked ail their mod ingrafted Religious

Opinions. They agreed to no Principles of

which he could avail himfelf, to procure their

AiTent to the other Parts of the Gofpel he

preached. To convert ih^Jews to Chrijl Jefus^

he v/as able to argue from their own Scrip-

tures, upon the Authority of Books which they

bwned to contain Divine Revelations, and

from v/hich he could clearly convince them,

that Jejus was the very Chriji. But all thefe

Ideas were new to the Gentiles j they expeded

no Cbrifi^ they allowed no fuch Scriptures^

they were to be taught the Old Tefiament as well

as the New, Plow was this to be done by a

Man not even authorized by his own Nation ;

oppofed by thofe who were greatefl, and thouglit

wifeil among them 5 either quite Angle, or

.Aasix.
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only attended by one or two more under the

lame Difadvar^tages, and even of Icls Coniidc-

ration than He ?

The Light of Nature indeed, without cx-

prefs Revelation, might have condudcd the

Gentiles to the Knowledge of one God the

Creator of all Things, and to that Light St. Afls xiv.

1 7 . xvii«

Paul might appeal, as we find that he did.
27^ 28.'

But clear as it was, they had almoil put it

out by their Superflitions, bainrg changed the ^om.\.

Glory of the uncorruptible God into an Image ^* ^*

made like to corruptible Man^ and to Birds^ and

four-footed Beafis^ and creeping ^kings^ andferv-

ing the Creature more than the Creator. And

to this Idolatry they were flrongly attached,

not by their Prejudices alone, but by their

PafTions, which were flattered and gratified in

it, as they believed that their Deities would be

render'd propitious, not by \'irtue and Holi-

ncfs, but by Offerings, and Incenfe, and out-

ward Rites •, Rites which dazled their Senles

by magnificent Shews, and allured them by

Pleafures often of a very impure and immoral

Nature. Indead of all this, the Gofpel pro-

pofed to them no other Terms of Acceptance

with God but a Worfhip of him in Spirit and

D 2 ^ruth,
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^ruth^ fincere Repentance, and perfe6l Sub-

miffion to the Divine Laws, the ftridteft Pu-

rity of Life and Manners, and renouncing of

all thofe Lufts in which they had formerly

walked. How unpalatable a Dodtrine was

this to Men fo given up to the Power of

thofe Lufts, as the whole Heathen World was

at that Time ! If their Philofophers could be

brought to approve it, there could be no

Hope that the People would relilh it, or ex-

change the Eafe and Indulgence which thofe

Religions they were bred up in allowed to

their Appetites, for one fo harlli and feverc.

But might not St. Faul^ in order to gain

them, relax that Severity? He might have

done fo, no doubt, and probably would, if

he had been an Impoflor \ but it appears by

all his Epiftles, that he preached it as purely,

and enjoin'd it as flrongly as Jefus himfclf.

But fuppofing they might be perfuaded

to quit their habitual Senfuality for the Pu-

rity of the Gofpel, and to forfake their Ido-

latries, which St. Faiil reckons amongft the

r.al V IVorks of the Flejhy for the fpiritual VVorfliip

19, 20. of the o)^e invifibk God, how were they dif-

pofed
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pofed to receive the Dodrine of the Salvation

of Man by the Crofs of Jefus Cbrijl ? Could

they who were bred in Notions fo contrary to

that great Myftery^ to tiiat bidden JVifdom ofi Cor. i.

Gady which 7ione of the Princes of this WorW' ^"

knew^ inchnc to receive it againft the Inftruc-

tions of all tlieir Teachers, and the Exampje

of all their Superiors ? Could they whofe

Gods had ahnofl all been powerful Kings, and

mighty Conquerors, they, who at that very

Time paid Divine Honours to the Emperors of

Rome^ whofe only Title to Deification was the

Imperial Power ; could they, I fay, reconcile

their Ideas to a crucified Son of God^ to a Re-

deemer of Mankind on the Crofs ? Would

they look there for him who is the Image ofCohff. i.

the invifihle God^ the Firfl-born of every Crea-^^* ^
'

ttire : By whom and for whom were all 7hi7igs

created that are in Heaven^ and that are in

Earthy whether they he nrones^ or DomimonSy

or Principalities, or Powers F Now, moil furely,

the natural Mail, (to fpeak in the Words of ^
I Cor. 11.

St. Paul) received 7iot thefe Things, for they arei^.

Foolifhnefs to him ^ neither could he know them,

hecaufe they are fpiritually difcerned. I may

therefore conclude, that in the Enterprize of

converting the Gentiles, St. Paul was tp con-

D 3 tend
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tend not only with the Policy and Power of the

Magiftrates, and with the Intcrefl, Credit, and

Craft of the Priefls -, but alfo with the Preju-

dices and PafTions of the People.

I AM next to fhev/, that he was to expe6b

no Icfs Oppofition from the Wifdom and

Pride of the Philofophers. And though fome

may imagine, that Men who pretend to be

raifed and refin'd above vulgar Prejudices and

vulgar PafTions, would have been helpful to

him in his Defign, it will be found upon Exa-

mination, that inftead of afiifling or befriend-

ing the Gofpel, they were its word and m.oft

irreconcileable Enemies. For they had Pre-

judices of their own flill more repugnant to

the Dodrines of Chrift than thofe of the Vul-

gar, more deeply rooted, and more obflinate-

iy fixed in their Minds. The Wifdom upon

which they valued themfelves, chiefly confid-

ed in vain metaphyfical vSpeculations, in logi-

cal Subtleties, in endlefs Difputes, in high-

fiown Conceits of the Pcrfedion and Sclf-

fuiliciency of human Wifdom, in dogmatical

Pofitivenefs about doubtful Opinions, or fcep-

tical Doubts about the mod clear and certain

Truths. It mud appear at iird fight, that

nothing:
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nothing could be more contradidory to the

firft Principles of the Chriftian Religion, than

thofe of the Atheiftical, or Sceptical Sc(5ls,

which at that Time prevai'Vi very much, both

among the Greeks and the Romaiis ; nor fliall

we find that the Theiilical Sedts were much
lefs at Enmity with it, when we confider the

Dodrines they held upon the Nature of God
and the Soul.

But I will not enlarge on a Subjed which Sec the di-

the moft learned Mr. IVarhnrton has handled ^^l^Xi
fo well. If it were necefTary to enter particu-^,^"/'-';.^ 3-

larly into this Argument, I could eafily prove, late Pam^

that there was not one of all the different phi- P^,'*^!' ^"'

* titjed, a

lofophical Se6ts then upon Earth, not even Critical

the Platonicks themfelves, who are thought to into the

favour it mofr, that did not maintain fomc ^r*''-"^'-^

ai;»J Prac-

Opinions fundamentally contrary to thofe oft-ceofthc

the Gofpel. And in this they all agreed, tOpJ^^j',^"^

explode as moft unphilofophical, and contrary P^'^^-'-

to every Notion that any among them main-
,pg ^^^

tained, that o;reat Article of the Chriftian Re- ^.""^'"'^f° the Soul,

ligion, upon which the Foundations of it are and a fu-

laid, and without which St. PW declares to
'"'' •'''^^•

his Profelytes, their Faith would he vain^ the , Cor. xv

Da Re->7. ^^-
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Refurredion of the Dead with their Bodies, of

Gol.i. iS.which Refurredion Chrijl was the Firft-born.

Befides the Contrariety of their Tenets to

thofe of the Gofpel, the Pride that was com-

mon to all the Philofophers, was of itfelf an

almoft invincible Obftacle againfl the Admif-

fion of the Evangelical Do6lrines calculated to

. humble that Pride, and teach them, th^t pro-
Rom. 1. _;

22. f^J/^^g themfelves to he wife they became Fools,

This Pride was no lefs intra6lable, no Icfs

averfe to the Inftruftions oi Chrift^ or of his

Apoftles, than that of the Scribes and Phari-

Jees. St. Paul was therefore to contend in his

Enterprize of converting the Gentiles^ with all

the Oppofition that could be made to it by all

the different Seds of Philofophers. And how

formidable an Oppofition this was, let thofe

confider who are acquainted from Hiflory

with the great Credit thofe Sedls had obtain'd

at that Tmie in the World, a Credit even fu-

perior to that of the Priefts. Whoever pre-

tended to Learning or Virtue was their Dif-

ciple ; the greateflMagiftrates, Generals, Kings,

ranged themfelves under their Difcipline, were

trained up in their Schools, and profcfs'd the

Opinions they taught. •
•
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All thefe Se6t:s made it a Maxim not to

difturb the popular Worfhip, or cft-abliflied

Religion; but under thofe Limitations they

taught very freely whatever they pleafed, and

no Religious Opinions were more warmly fup-

ported, than thofe they delivered were by their

Followers. The Chriftian Religion at once

overturned their feveral Syftems, taught a

Morality more perfed than theirs, and efta*

blifhed it upon higher and much ftronger

Foundations, mortified their Pride, confound-

ed their Learning, difcover'd their Ignorance,

ruin'd their Credit. Againft fuch an Enemy
what would they not do ? Would they not

exert the whole Power of their Rhetorick,

the whole Art of their Logick, their Influ-

ence over the People, their Intereft with the

Great, to difcredit a Novelty fo alarming to

them all ? If St. Paul had had nothing to

trud to but his own natural Faculties, his

own Underilanding, Knowledge, and Elo-

quence, could he have hoped to be fingly

a Match for all theirs united aq;ainll him ?

Could a Teacher unheard of before, from an

obfcure and unlearned Part ol the World, have

withftood the Authority of Plato^ Ariftotk^

]^.picnrusy Zenoy ArcefilanSy Carncadcs^ and all

the
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the great Names which held the firft Rank

of human Wifdom ? He might as well have

attempted alone, or with the Help of Barna-

bas and Silas^ of Timolbeus and Tilus, to have

eredled a Monarchy upon the Ruins of all the

feveral States then in the World, as to have

erefted Chriflianity upon the Deftru6lion of

all the feveral Sedrs of Philofophy which

reign'd in the Minds of the Gentiles^ among

whom he preached, particularly the Greeks and

the Romans,

Having thus proved (as I think) that in

the Work of converting the Gentiles, St. Paul

could have no AfTiftance, but was fure on the

contrary of the utmoft Repugnance and Op-

pofition to it imaginable from the Magifirates,

from the Prieils, from the People, and from

the Philofophers \ it neceflarily follows, that

to fucceed in that Work he mufl have called

in fome extraordinary Aid, fome flronger

Power than that of Reafon and Argument.

Accordingly we find, he tells the Corinthians,

that his Speech and Preaching was not with

enticing Words of Man's IVifdom, but in Be-

monftraticn of the Spirit ajtd of Power, i Cor.

ii. 4. And to the Thejfalonians he fays. Our

Gofpel
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Go/pel came not unto you in IVord onl)\ hut aljo

in Power and in the Holy Gbcft. i llicIT. i. c;.

It was to the Efficacy of the Divine Power

that he afcribed all his Succeis in tliofe Coun-

tries, and wherever elfe he planted the Gofpel

of Chrift. If that Power really went v/ith him,

it would enable him to overcome all thofc Dif-

ficulties that obdructed liis Entcrprize, but then

he was not an Imp^ftor : Our Enquiry therefore

mufb be, whether (fuppofing him to have been

an Impoftor) he could by pretending to Miracles

have overcoQie all thofe Difficulties, and car-

ried on his Work with Succeis.

Now to give Miracles, falfely pretended

tQ^ any Reputation, two Circumflances are

principrilly neceHary, an apt Difpofition in thofe

whom they are defigned to impofe upon, and a

powerful Confederacy to carry on, and abctt the

Cheat. Both thefe Circumflances, or at leafl

one of them., have always accompanied all the

falfe Miracles, ancient and modern, which have

obtain'd any Credit among Mankind. To both

thefe was owing the general Faith of the Hea-

then World in Oracks, Aufpices, Auguries,

and other Impoflurcs, by which tlie Pricds

Q mbined with the Magiftrarcs, fiipported the

nation:il
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national Worfhip, and deluded a People pre-

pofTeiTed in their Favour, and willing to be

deceived. Both the fame Caufes likewife co-

operate in the Belief that is given to Popifh

Miracles among thofe of their own Church.

But neither of thefe aflifted St. Paul What

PrepolTefTion could there have been in the

Minds of the Gentiles^ either in Favour of him,

or the Do6lrines he taught ? Or rather, what

Prepofifeflions could be ftronger than thofe,

which they undoubtedly had againft both ? If

he had remained in Jtideuy it might have been

fuggeftcd by Unbelievers, that the Jews were

a credulous People, apt to feek after Miracles^ and

to afford them an eafy Belief ; and that the

Fame of thofe laid to be done by Jefus him-

felf, and by his Apoftles, before Paul declared

his Converfion, had predifpofed their Minds,

and warmed their Imaginations to the Admif-

fion of others fuppofed to be wrought by the

fame Power.

Afts, ch.

The fignal Miracle of the Apoflles fpeak-

ing with Tongues on the Day of Pentecoft^

ii. vcr. i4.had made three thoufand Converts; that of

h.iv.ver.j^^^llj
1^^ lame Man at the Gate of theTem-o

pie, five thoufand more. Nay fuch was tUe

Faith
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Faith of the Multitude, that they brought forth

the Sick into the Streets, and laid them on

Beds and Couches, that at the haft the Umdow

of Peter ^ajfing by might over-Jhadow fome of

them. ABs v. v, 15. Here was therefore a

good Foundation laid for Faul to proceed upon

in pretending to fimilar miraculous Works

;

though the Priefts and the Rulers were hardened

againft them, the People were inclined to give

Credit to them, and there was reafon to hope

for Succefs among them both at Jerufalem^ and

in all the Regions belonging to the Jews. But

no fuch Difpofitions were to be found in the

Ge7itiles. There was among them no Matter

prepared for Impoflure to work upon, no

Knowledge of Chrift, no Thought of his

Power, or of the Power of thofe who came

in his Name. Thus when at Lyftra St. PaulAds xiV

healed the Man who was a Cripple from his-

Birth, fo far were the People there from fup-

pofing that he could be able to do fuch a

thing as an Apcftle of Chriji, or by any Virtue

derived from him^ that they took Paul and Bar-

nabas to be Gods of their own come down /;; the

IJkenefs of Men^ and would have facrifccd to

them as fuch.

Now
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Now I aft:, did the Citizens of Lyjlra con-

cur in this Matter to the deceiving themfelves ?

Were their Imaginations overheated with any

Conceits of a miraculous Power belonging to

Fauly which could difpofe them to think he

v^^orked fuch a Miracle v/hcn he did not ? As

the contrary is evident, fo in all other Places to

which he carried the Gofpel^ it may be proved

to Demonftration, that he could find no Difpo-

fition, no Aptnefs, no Bias to aid his Impofture,

if the Miracles, by which he every where con-

firmed his Preaching had not been true.

On the other hand let us examine, whe-

ther without the AdvantaQ;e of fuch an AiTifl-

ance there was any Confederacy ftrong enough

to impofe his falfe Miracles upon the GemileSy

v;ho were both unprepared and undifpofed to

receive them. The contrary is apparent. He
was in no Combination with their Priefts or

iheir Magifirates \ no Se^ or Fariy among them

gave him any Help \ all Eyes were open and

watchful to deted his Impofcures, all Hands

ready to puni(h him as foon as detected. Plad

he remained in Judea^ lic would at lealt have had

many Confederates, all the Apoftles, all the

Difciples of Cbriji^ at that Time pretty nume-

rous i but in preaching to the Gentiles he was

often
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often alone, never with more than two or three

Companions or Followers. Was this a Con-

federacy powerful enough to carry on fuch a

Cheat, in fo many different Parts of the World,

againft the united Oppofition of theMagiftrates,

Priefts, Phiiolbphers, People, all combined to

deted and expofe their Frauds ?

Let it be alfo confidered, that thofe upon

whom they pradlifed thefe Arts v/ere not a grofs

or ignorant People, apt to miftake any uncom-

mon Operations of Nature, orjuggling Tricks,

for miraculous Adts. The Churches planted by

St, Paul were in the mofl enlightened Parts of

$he World, among the Greeks of Jfia and

Europe, among the Romans, in the midfl of

Science, Philofophy, Freedom of Thought, and

in an Age more inquifitively curious into the

Pov/ers of Nature, and lefs inclined to credit

religious Frauds than any before it. Nor were

they only the lowed of the People that he con-

verted. Sergius PaiduSy the Proconful of Pa-

phos^ Eraftus, * Chamberlain of Corinth, and * oikqv^'j

Bionyfnis the Areopagite, v/ere his Profclytes. ^^Kiu^.
'iVcalurer

or Bailiff

Upon the whole it appears beyond Contra- of the

didion, that his Pretenfion to Miracles was^'^^''

not
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not aflifled by the Bifpofition of thofe whom he

defigned to convert by thofe Means, nor by

any powerful Confederacy to carry on, and

abett the Cheat, without both which concur-

ring Circumftanccs, or one at leafb, no fuch

Pretenfion was ever fupported with any Sue-

cefs.

Both thefe Circumftances concurred even In

the late famous Miracles fuppofed to be done

at Ahbe Parises Tomb. They had not indeed

the Support of the Government, and for that

rcafon appear to deferve more Attention than

other Popifh Miracles j but they were fupport-

ed by all the Janfenijls^ a very powerful and

numerous Party in France^ made up partly of

wife and able Men, partly of Bigots and En-

thufiafts. All thefe confederated together to

give Credit to Miracles, faid to be worked in

behalf of their Party, and thofe who believed

them were ftrongly difpofed to that Belief.

And yet with thefe Advantages how eafily were

they fupprcffcd ! Only by walling up that Part

of the Church, where the Tomb of the Saint,

who was fuppofed to work them> was placed !

Soon after this was done, a Paper was -fixed on

the Wall with this Infcription :

Be
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De par le Roy defenfe a Dieu

Defaire Miracle en ce Lieu.

By Command of the King, God is forbidden to

work any more Miracles here. The Pafquinade

was a witty one, but the Event turned the

Point of it againfl the Party by which it was

made : For if God had really worked any Mi-

racles there, could this abfurd Prohibition have

taken Effed ? Would He have fuffered his

Purpofe to be defeated by building a Wall ?

When all the Apdftles were fhut up in Prifon

to hinder their working of Miracles, the Angel A<^sv.i6.

of the Lord opened the Prilbn Doors, and lettes/u)"thc

them out. But the Power diAbhe Paris could 2^^^-

neither throw down the Wall that excluded

his Votaries, nor operate through that Impe-

diment. And yet his Miracles are often com-

pared with, and oppofed by Unbelievers to

thofe of Chrift and his Apoflles^ which is the

Reafon of my having taken this particular No-

tice of them here. But to go back to the Times

nearer to St. PWs. There is in Lucian an Ac-

count of a very extraordinary and fuccefsful Im-

poflure carried on in his Days, by one Alexander ^''^^^ tlie

of Pontus, who introduced a new God iiito thatn^antis of

Country, whofe Prophet he called himfelf, and^"^'^"-

E in
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in whofe Name he pretended to Miracles, and

delivered Oracles, by which he acquired great

Wealth and Power. All the Arts by which this

Cheatwas managed are laid open by Lucian^ and

nothing can better point out the DifFercnce

between Impofture and Truth, than to obferve

the different Condudl of this Man and St. Paul,

Alexander made no Alteration in the Religion

etlablifhed in Pontus befoie ^ he only grafted

his own upon it ; and fpared no Pains to in-

Pfeudom. tereft in the Succefs of it the whole Heathen

VarkTr'.
p.Pnefthood, not only in Pontus^ but all over the

765, 766. World ; fending great Numbers of thofe who

came to confult him to other Oracles, that were

at that Time in the higheft Vogue j by which

Jbid. 763. Means he engaged them all to fupport the Re-

putation of his, and abett his Impofture. He
fpoke with the greateft Refpedl of all the Se6ls

of Philofophers, except the EpkureanSry^hofrom

their Principles he was fure would deride and

oppofe his Fraud ; for though they prefumed

not to innovate, and overturn eftablifhed Reli-

gions, yet they very freely attacked and expofed

all Innovations that were introduced under the

Name of Religion, and had not the Authority

[bid. 762, of a legal Eftablilhment. To get the better of

y^y[ ' 'their Oppofition, as well as that of the Chri-

ftians.
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(Hans, he caHcd in the Aid of Perfccution and Ibid. 762*

Force, exciting the- People againft them, and 7^7^;

''^^*

anfwering Objedions with Stones. That he

might be fure to get Money enough, he dcJi-

livered this Oracle in the Name of his God, * /

command you to grace with Gifts my Prc;phet mid

Minijler ; for I have no Regard for Riches myfelf,

but thegreat efi for my Prophet. And he (hared

the Gains that he made, which were immenfe,

among an infinite Number of Aflbciates, and

Inilruments, w^hom he employed in carrying

on and fupporting his Fraud. When any de-

clared themfeives to be his Enemies, againft

whom he durft not proceed by open Force, he

endeavoured to gain them by Blandifhments,

and having got them into his Power, to de-

ftroy them by fecret Ways; which Arts heP-^779«

pradifed againft Luclan himfelf. Others he

kept in Awe and Dependence upon him, by

detaining in his ov/n Hands the written Qiie-

ftions they had propofed to his God upon

State Affairs ; and as thefe generally came

from Men of the grcateft Power and Rank,

his being pofTefs'd of them was of infinite Ser.

E 2 vice

* Muneribus dccorare meum Vatem arque Miniilrum

praecipio—nee opum mihi cura, at maximii V atU.
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vice to him, and made him Mafter of all

Ibid. 767. their Credit, and of no little Part of their

Wealth.

Ibid. 768. He obtained the Protedlion and Friendfhip

of Riitilianus^ a great Romaii General, by flat-

tering him with Promifes of a very long Life,

and Exaltation to Beity after his Death ; and

at laft having quite turned his Head, enjoin'd

him by an Oracle to marry his Daughter, whom

he pretended to have had by the Moon •, which

Ibid. 781- Command Rutilianus obey'd, and by his Al-

liance fecured this Impoftor from any Danger

of Puniihment -, the Roman Governor of By^

thinia and Pontus excufmg himfelf on that Ac-

count from doing Juftice upon him, when

Yo'iA.-jS^'Lucian and feveral others offered themfelves

to be his Accufers.

He never quitted that ignorant and bar-

barous Country, which he had made Choice

of at firft as the fitteft to play his Tricks in

uudifcover'd ; but refiding himfelf among

thofe fuperftitious and credulous People, ex-

tended his Pame to a great Diftance by the

Ibid. 762, EmilTaries which he employed all over the

^^^" World, efpecially at Romc^ who did not pre-

tend
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tend themfelves to work any Miracles, but

only promulgated his, and gave him Intel-

ligence of all that it was iireful for him to

know.

These were the Methods by which this

remarkable Fraud was conduded, every one

of which is diredly oppofite to all thofe ufcd

by St. Paul in preaching the Gofpel ; and yet

fuch Methods alone could give Succefs to a

Cheat of this kind. I will not mention the

many Debaucheries, and wicked Enormities

committed by this falfe Prophet under the

Maflv of Religion, which is another characle-

riftical Difference between him and St. Paid ;

nor the ambiguous Anfwers, cunning Eva-

fions, and juggling Artifices which he made

ufe of, in all which it is eafy to fee the evi-

dent Marks of an Impofture, as well as in the

Objefts he plainly appears to have had in

view. That which I chiefly infifl upon, is

the flrong Confederacy with which he took

care to fupport his Pretenfion to miraculous

Powers, and the apt Difpofition in thofe he

impofed upon to concur and afTiil in deceiving

themfelves ; Advantages entirely wanting to the

Apoflks of Chrift,

E Q,
From
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From all this I think it may be concluded,

that no human Means employed by St. Faul

in his Defign of converting the Gentiles, were

or could be adequate to the great Difficulties

he had to contend with, or to the Succefs that

we know attended his Work ; and we can in

reafon afcribe that Succefs to no other Caufe,

but the Power of God going along with and

aiding his Minillry, becaufe no other was equal

to the EfFed.

Having then fliewn that St. Faul had no ra-

tional Motives to become an Apoftle of Chrifl^

without being himfelf convinced of the Truth

of that Gofpcl he preached, and that, had he

engaged in fuch an Impoflure without any ra-

tional Motives, he would have had no pojfible

Means to carry it on with any Succefs -, having

alfo brought Reafons of a very ftrong Nature,

to make it appear, that the Succefs he un-

doubtedly had in preaching the Gofpel was an

Ef/edl of the Divine Power attending his Mi-

nirtry, I might reft all my Proof of the Chri-

flian Religion being a Divine Revelation upon

the Arguments drawn from this Head alone.

But to confide;- this Subject in all poffible

Lights,
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Lights, I fhall purfue the Propofition which I

fet out with through each of its feveral Parts i

and having proved, as I hope, to the Con-

vidlion of any impartial Man, that St. P^ul was

not an Impoftor, who faid what he knew to be

falfe with an Intent to deceive, I 'come next to

confider whether he was an Enthufmft^ who by

the Force of an overheated Imagination inipofed

upon himfelf.

Now thefe are the Ingredients of which

Enthujiafm is generally compofed ; great Heat

of Temper, Melancholy, Ignorance, Credulity,

and Vanity or Self-conceit. That the firft of

thefe Qualities was in St. Paul may be con-

cluded from that Fervour of Zeal with which

he adled both as a Jew and ChriJiiaUy in main-

taining that which he thought to be right ; and

hence, I fuppofe, as well as from the ImpofTi-

bility of his having been an Impollor, fomc

Unbelievers have chofe to confider him as an

Enthufiaft. But this Quality alone will not be

fufficient to prove him to have been fo, in the

Opinion of any reafonable Man. The fame

Temper has been common to others, who un-

doubtedly were not Enthufiafts, to the Gracchi^

to CatOy to Brutus^ to many more among the

E 4 belt
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ht?i and wifefl: of Men. Nor does it appear

that this Difpofition had fuch a Maftery over

the Mind of St. Paul^ that he was not able at

all Times to rule and controul it by the Dic-

tates of Reafon. On the contrary he was fo

much the Mailer of it, as, in Matters of an

1 Cor. ix. indifferent Nature, to become all ^Things to all

* ' ' ' Men^ bending his Notions and Manners to

theirs, fo far as his Duty to God would permit,

with the mofl pliant Condefcenfion •, a Condudl

neither compatible with the StifFnefs of a Bigots

nor the violent Impulfes of fanatick Delufions.

His Zeal was eager and warm, but tempered

with Prudence, and even with the Civilities and

Decorums of Life, as appears by his Behavi-

our to Jgrippa^ Fejlus^ and Felix ; not the

blind, incpnfiderate, indecent Zeal of an En-

thufiaft.

Let us now fee if any one of thofe other

Qiialities which I have laid down, as difpofing

the Mind to Enthufiafm, and as being Cha-

raderiflical of it, belong to St. Paul Firff,

as to Melancholy, which of all Difpofitions of

Jofephus Body or Mind is mofl prone to Enthufiafm,

V^"*^- it neither appears by his Writings, nor by any

iii. c. 37 thing told of him i(i the Adls of the Apoftles,

nor
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nor by any other Evidence, that St. Paul was

incHned to it more than other Men. Though
he was full of Remorfe for his former ignorant

Perfecution of the Church of Chri^, we read

of no gloomy Penances, no extravagant Mor-
tifications, fuch as the Bramins^ the JaugueSy

the Monks of La Trape^ and other melancholy

Enthufialls inflid: on themfelves. His Holi-

nefs only confided in the Simplicity of a good

Life, and the unwearied Performance of thofe

Apoftolical Duties to which he was called.

The Sufferings he met with on that Account

he chearfully bore, and even rejoiced in them

for the Love of Chrift Jefus^ but he brought

none on himfelf j we find, on the fontrary, <

that he pleaded the Privilege of a Roman Ci-

tizen to avoid being whip'd. I could mention

more Inftances of his having ufed the bed Me-

thods that Prudence could fugged, to efcape

Danger, and fhun Perfecution, whenever it

could be dpne without betraying the Duty of

his Office, or the Honour of God. *

Compare

* A remarkable Inftance of this appears in his Condud Ads xvii.

among the Athen.ars. There was at Athens a Law, which & Jofe-

made it Capital to introduce or teach any new Gods in phus cont.

their State. Therefore whcn?<7«/ was preaching Jffui and Apion.

the\. ii.c. 37.
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Compare with this the Condudt of Francis of

Jfftfi^ of Ignatius Loyola^ and other Enthufialts

fainted by Rome^ it will be found the Reverfe

of St. PaurSy ' He wijhed indeed to die^ and be

* with Chrijl^^ but fuch a Wifh is no Proof of

Melancholy, or of Enthufiafm ; it only proves

his Convidlion of the Divine Truths he preach-

ed, and of the Happinefs laid up for him in

thofe bleffed Abodes which had been fhewn to

him even in this Life. Upon the whole, nei-

ther in his Adions, nor in the Inftrudions he

gave

the RefurreSIion to the Athcnia7i5^ fome of them carried

him before the Court of Jreopagus^ the ordinary Judges

of Criminal Matters, and in a particular manner entrufted

with the Care of Religion, as having broken this Law,
and being a Setter forth of firange Gods. Now in this

Cafe an Impoftor would have retraced his Doftrine to

fave his Life, and an Enthufiafl would have loll his Life

without trying to fave it by innocent Means. St. Paul
did neither the one nor the other ; he availed himfelf of

an Altar which be had found in the City, infcribed To the

Unknonjun God, and pleaded that he did not propofe to

them the Worfnip of any new God, but only explained to

them one whom their Government had already received ;

Whofn therefore ye ignorantly ivorjhip, him declare I unto

you. By this he avoided the Law, and efcaped being con-

demned by the /Jreopagus, without departing in the leaft

from the Truth of the Gofpel, or violating the Honour
of God. An ad n liable Proof, in my Opinion, of the

good Senfe with which he afted, and one that (hews there

was no Mixture of Fanatiofm in his Religion.
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gave to thofe under their Charge, is there any

Tindture of Melancholy, which yet is fo eflen-

tial a Charadleriftick of Enthufiafm, that I have

fcarce ever heard of any Enthufiafl ancient or

modern, in whom fume very evident Marks of

it did not appear.

As to Ignorance, which is another Ground

of Enthufiafm, St. Paul was fo far from it, that

he appears to have been Mailer not of the

Jezvi/b Learning alone, but of the Greek. And

this is one Reafon why he is lefs liable to the

Imputation of having been an Enthufiafl than

the other Apoilles, though none of them were

ilich no more than he, as may by other Argu-

ments be invincibly proved.

I HAVE mention'd Credulity as another

Charadlerillick and Caufe of Enthufiafm, which

that it was not in St. Paul the Hiftory of

his Life undeniably (hev/s. For, on the con-

trary, he feems to have been flow and hard of

Belief in the extremeft Degree, having paid

no Regard to all the Miracles done by our Sa-

viour, the Fame of which he could not be a

Stranger to, as he lived in Jerufalemy nor to

that
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that fignal one done, after his Refurredion,

.'_ ',
--i. and in his Name by PeUr and Jobn, upon the

hme Man at the Beautiful Gate of the Temple

;

nor to the Evidence given in confequence of

it by Pehr, in Prefence of the High-Priefl,

the Rulers, EWers, and Scribes, that Chriff

A£iiv.U,'^^^ raifed from the Dead, He muft alfo

21,22,23, i^^^g known, that when all the Apoflles had
25,27,29,

-^

30,31,32. been Jhttt up in the common Prifon^ and the

High'PrieU^ the Council^ and all the Senate of

the Children of Ifrael had fent their Officers to

bring them before them^ the Officers came and

found them not in Prifon^ but returned and made

this Report :
' J^he Prifon truly found we fhut

' with all Safety^ and the Keepers §ianding with-

* out before the Doors^ but when we had opertd

* we found no Man within.'* And that the

Council was immediately told, that the Men

they had put in Prifon were Standing in the Tem-

ple., and teaching the People. And that being

brought from thence before the Council^ they

had fpoke thefe memorable Words, We ought

to obey God rather than Men. ^he God of our

Fathers raifed up Jefus, whom yeflew and hanged

on a Tree. Him hath God exalted with his Right

Hand to be a Prince and a Saviour., for to give

Repentance
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Repentance to Ifrael, and Forgivenefs of Sins.

And we are his Witneffes of thcfe Things^ and

fo is alfo the Holy Ghofty whom Gcd has given to

them that obey him. All this he refiflicd, and A6ls viii,

was confenting to the Murder of Stephen who

preach'd the fame thing, and evidenced it by

Miracles. So that his Mind, far from being

difpofed to a credulous Faith, or a too eafy Re-

ception of any Miracle work'd in proof of the

Chriltian Religion, appears to have been barred

againft it by the molt obftinate Prejudices, as

much as any Man's could pofiibly be -, and from

hence we may fairly conclude, that nothing lefs

than the irrefiflible Evidence of his own Scnfes^

clear from all PofTibility of Doubt, could have

overcome his Unbelief.

Vanity or Self-conceit is another Circum-

ilance that for the mod part prevails in the

Charader of an Enthufiaft, It leads Men of

a warm Temper and religious Turn, to

think themfelves worthy of the fpecial Re-

gard, and extraordinary Favours of God -,

and the Breath of that Infpiration to which

they pretend, is often no more than the Wind

of this Vanity, which puffs them up to fuch

extravagant Imaginations. This flrongly ap-

pears
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pears in the Writings and Lives of fome enthu-

fiaftical Hereticks, in the Myfticks both an-

cient and modern, in many Founders of Or-

ders and Saints both M^le and Female amongft

the Papifts, in feveral Proteflant Sedlaries of the

lall Age, and even in fome of the Methodifis

now *. All the Divine Communications, Il-

luminations, and Extafies to which they have

pretended, evidently fprung from much Self-

conceit, working together with the Vapours of

Melancholy upon a warm Imagination. And

this is one Reafon, befides the contagious Na-

ture of Melancholy, or Fear, that makes En-

thufiafm fo very catching among weak Minds,

Such are mofl ftrongly difpofed to Vanity ^ and

when they fee others pretend to extraordinary

Gifts, are apt to flatter themfelves that they

may partake ofthem as well as thofe whofe Me-

rit they think no more than their own. Vanity

therefore may j uflly be deem'd a principal Source

of Enthufiafm. But that St. Paul was as free

from

* See the Account of Montavus and his Follower?, the

Writings of tiie counterfeit Dicnyjtus the Arcopagite^ Santa

Therefa^ St. Catharine of Sirnfia^ Madame Bourignon, the

Lives of St. Francis of --^7/f, and Ignatius Loyola ; lee

alfo an Account of the Lives of George Fqx^ and of Rict

E vans, and PVhitfeld'i Journal.
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from it as any Man, I think may be gathered

from all that we fee in his Writings, or know
of his Life. Throughout his EpilUes there is

not one Word that favours of Vanity, nor is

any A6lion recorded of him, in which the Icaft

Mark of it appears.

In his Epiftle to the Ephefians he calls him- Eph.iii.8.

felf lefs than the leaft of all Saints. And to

the Corinthians he fays, he is the leaft of the ^ Cor. xv.

Apoftles, and not meet to he called an Apoftle^ be-

caufe he had ferfeciUed the Church of God.

In his Epiftle to 'Timothy he fays, ' This is ai Tim. i.

' faithful Saying, and worthy of all Accepta-

* tion. That Chrift Jefus came into the World
* to fave Sinners, ofwhom I am Chief. How-
' beit for this Caufe I obtained Mercy, that

* in me firft Jefus Chrift might fhew forth all

* Long-fuffering, for a Pattern to them which

' fhould hereafter believe in him to Life ever-

* lafting/

It is true. indeed, that in another Epiftle

he tells the Corinthians^ That he was not a whit

behind the very chiefeft of the Apftles. 2 Cor.

xi. 5. ButtheOccafion which drew from him

thefe Words muft be confider'd. A falfe

Teacher
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Teacher by Fadion and Calumny had brought

his Apofllefhip to be in queftion among the

Cormthians. Againft fuch an Attack not to

have aflerted his Apoilolical Dignity would

have been a betraying of the Office and Duty

committed to him by God^ He was there-

fore conftrained to do himfelf Juflice, and

not let down that Charadter, upoii the Au-

thority of which the whole Succefs and Effi-

cacy of his Miniftry among them depended.

But how did he do it ? Not with that Wan-

tonnefs which a vain Man indulges, when he

can get any Opportunity of commending

himfelf i not with a pompous Detail of all the

amazing Miracles which he had perform'd in

different Parts of the World, though he had

fo fair an Occafion of doing it, but with a

modeft and fimple Expofition of his abundant

Labours and Sufferings in preaching the Gof-

sCor. xii.pel, and barely reminding them, ' that the

*^' * Signs of an Apoflle had been wrought among

* them in all Patience, in Signs, and Wonders,

* and mighty Deeds.' Could he fay lefs than

this? Is not fuch Boafling Humility itfelf?

And yet for this he makes many Apologies,

2 Cor. xi.exprefling the greateft Uneafinefs in being

1^' *^^*obliged to fpeak thus of himfelf, even in his

own



and Apoftlefiip of St. Paul. 8i

own Vindication. When in the fame Epiftic,

and for the fame Purpofe, lie mentions the

Vifion he had of Heaven, how modcftly does

he do it ! Not in his own Names but in the

Third Perfon, / knew a Man in Chrijl^ &:c. 2 Cor. xii.

cmigbt up into the third Heaven. And im-^'

mediately after he adds, hut now I forbear, iQov,xn.

left any ManJJmdd think of me above that zvhich^'

he feeth me to he, or that he heareth of me.

How contrary is this to a Spirit of Vanity!

how different from the Practice of enthufia-

llick Pretenders to Raptures and Vifions, who

never think they can dwell long enough upon

thofe Subjects, but fill whole Volumes with

their Accounts of them ! Yet St. Paul is not

fatisfied with this Forbearance, he adds the

ConfefTion of fome Infirmity, which he tells

the Corinthians was given to him as an Al- 2 Cor. xii,

lay, that he might not he above meafure exalt-'^'

ed through the Abunda7ice of his Revelations,

I would alfo obferve, that he fays this Rap-

ture, or Vifion of Paradife, happened to him

above fourteen Years before. Now had it

been the Effed of a meer enthufiadical Fancy,

can it be fuppofed that in fo long a Period of

Time, he would not have had many more

Raptures of the fame Kind ? Would not his

F Inia-
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Imagination have been perpetually carrying

See their him to Heaven, as we find St. '^herefa^ St.

and Lives ^^^^S^^ ^^^ ^^* ^^^^^^^'^^ were carried hy

theirs ? And if Vanity had been predominant

in him, would he have remain'd fourteen

Years in abfolute Silence upon fo great a Mark

of the Divine Favour ? No, we Ihould cer-

tainly have feen his Epiftles filled with no-

thing elfe but long Accounts of thefe Vifions,

Conferences with Angels, with Chrift^ with

God Almighty, myflical Unions with God,

and all that we read in the Works of thofe

fainted Enthufiafts, whom I have mentioned

before. But he only mentions this Vifion in

2 Cor. xii. Anfwer to the falfe Teacher who had difputed

1, 2, 3, 4,|^.^ Apoftolical Power, and comprehends it

all in three Sentences, with many Excufes for

being compelled to make any mention of it at

all. Nor does he take any Merit to him felf,

even from the Succefs of thofe Apoftolical

Labours which he principally boafls of in this

Epiftle. For in a former one to the fame

Church he writes thus, ' Who then is Pmily

' and who is Apllos^ but Minifters by whom
< ye believed, even as the Lord gave to every

* Man ? I have planted, Afolios watered, but

* God gave the Increafe. So then neither is

' he
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* he that planteth any rhing, neither he that

* watereth, but God that glveth the Incrcafc*

And in another Place of the fame Epiillc he

fays, ' By the Grace of God I am what I am, » Cor. xv.

* and his Grace which was bellowed upon mc
'°

' was riot in vain, but I laboured more abun*

* dantly than they all : Yet not 7, hut the

* Grace of God ivbkb ivas with mc*

I think it needlefs to give more Inftances of

the Modelly of St. PW. Certain I anl, not one

can be given that bears any Colour of Vanity,

or that Vanity in particular^ which fo ftrongly

appears in all Enthufiafts, of fetting their imagi-

nary Gifts above thofe Virtues which make the

EfTenceof true Religion, and the real Excellency

of a good Man, or, in the Scripture Phrafe, of a

Saint. In his firfV Epiftle to the Corinthians he

has thefe Words, ' Though I fpcak with the ^ Cor. xi[i,

* Tonguesof Men and of Angels, and have not ' '

^*

* Charity, I am become as founding Brafsor a

« tinkling Cymbal. And though I have the

* Gift of Prophecy, and underftand all Myfte-

« ries and all Knowledge, and though I have all

* Faith fo that I could remove Mountains, and

* have no Charity, I am nothing. And though

* I beftow all my Goods to feed the Poor, and

F 2 ' though
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' though I give my Body to be burned, and have-

' not Charity, it profiteth me nothing.' Is this

the Language of Enthufiafm ? Did everEnthii-

iiaft prefer that univerfal Benevolence which

comprehends all moral Virtues, and which (as

appears by the following Verfes) is meant by

Charity here-, did ever Enthufiaft, I fay, prefer

that Benevolence to 'Faith and to Miracles^ to

thofe religious Opinions which he had embra-

ced, and to thofe fupernatural Graces and Gifts

which he imagined he had acquired, nay even

to. the Merit of Martyrdom ? Is it not the Ge-

nius of Enthufiafm to fet moral Virtues infi-

nitely below the Merit of Faith, and of all moral

Virtues to value that lead which is mod particu-

larly enforced by St. Faul^ a Spirit of Candour,

Moderation, and Peace ? Certainly neither the

Temper, nor the Opinions of a Man fubjedl to

fanatick Delufions, are to be found in this Paf-

fage \ but- it may bejuftly concluded, that he who

could efteem the Value of Charity fo much above

miraculous Gifts, could not have pretended to-

any fucii Gifts if he had them not in reality.

Since then it is manifefl from the foregoing>

Examination, that in St. FauV^ Difpofition and

Charader thofe Qualities do not occur which

feem
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feem to be neceffary to form an Kntluifiafl, it

inuft be reafonable to conclLidc he was none. But
allowing for Argument's Sake, that all thofe

Qiialities were to be found in him, or that the'

Heat of his Temper alone could be a fufficient

Foundation to fupport fuch a Sufpicion •, I fliall

endeavour to prove, that he could not have im-

pofcd on himfclf by any Power of Enthufiafm,

either in regard to the Miracle that caufed his

Converfion, or to the confequential Effe6ls of

it, or to fome other Circumftances which he

bears Teftimony to in his Epiftles.

The Power of Imagination in enthufiaftical

Minds is no doubt very ftrong, but it always

afis in Conformity to the Opinions imprinted

upon it at the Time of its working, and can no

more a6t againft them, than a rapid River can

carry a Boat againft the Current of its own

Stream. Now nothing can be more certain,

than that when Sml let out for Damafciis with

an Authority from the Chief-Priefts to bring the

Chriftians which were there ^ hound to Je7-ufalemy^^^ ix- 2.

an Authority follicited by himfelf, and granted

to him at his own earned Defire, his Mind was

ftrongly pofTeflcd with Opinions againft Chrift

and his Followers. To give thofc Opinions a

F ? more
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more aflive Force his PafTions at that time con-r

curred, being inflamed in the higheft Degree by

the irritating Confcioufnefs of his pall Conducb

towards them, the Pride of fupporting a Part he

had vokintarily engaged in, and the Credit he

found it procured him among the Chief-Priefis

and Rulers, whofe Commifllon he bore.

If in fuch a State and Temper of Mind, an

enthufiaftical Man had imagined he faw a Vificn

from Heaven denouncing the Anger of God

againfl the Chriftians, and commanding him to

perfecute them without any Mercy, it might be

accounted for by the natural Power of Enthu-

fiafm. But that in the very Inftant of his being

engaged in the fiercefl and hotteft Perfecution

againfl them, no Circumflance having happen'd

to change his Opinions, or alter the Bent of his

Difpofition, he fhould at once imagine himfelf

called by a heavenly Vifion to be the Apoftle of

Chrift^ whom but a Moment before he deem'd

an Impoftor and a Blafphemer, that had been

juftly put to Death on the Crols, is in itfelf

wholly incredible, and fo far from being a pro-

bable EfTecl of Enthufiafm, that juft a contrary

Effefim-uft havebeen naturallyproduced by that

Caufc. The Warmth of his Temper carried

liim



and ApoPkJlAp of Sl Paul. 87
him violently another Way - and whatever Dc-
iufions his Imagination could raife to impofc on
his Reafon, mull have been railed at that Time
agreeably to the Notions imprinted upon it, and
by which it was heated to a Degree of Enthu-

fiafm, not in dired Contraditflion to all thofe

Notions, while they remained in their full Force.

This is fo clear a Propofition, that I mio-ht

reft the whole Argument entirely upon it : But

ftill farther to fnew that this Vifion could not be

a Phantom of St. Paul's own creating, I beg

Leave to obferve, that he was not alone when

he faw it : there were many others in Company,

whofe Minds were no better difpofed than his to

the Chriftian Faith. Could it be pofTible that

the Imaginations of all thefe Men fhould at the

fame time be fo ftrangely affected, as to make

them believe that they faw a great Light Jhhmg

about them^ above the Brightnefs of the Sun at

Noon-da)\ and heard the Sound of a Voicefrom Ad.s.\x. 3.

Heaven^ though not the Words which it fpake^^""^'
^'

when in reality they neither faw, nor heard any

jlich thing ? Could they be fo infatuated with

this Conceit of their Fancy, as to fall down

from their Horfes together with Saul^ and beAasxx^-i.

fpeechlefs through Fear^ when nothing had hap- '"^ ^^' 7-

F 4 pcned
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pened extraordinary either to them or to him ?

Efpecially confidering that this Apparition did

not happen in the Night, when the Senfes

are more eafily impofed upon, but at Mid-day.

If a fudden Frenzy had feized upon Saul^ from

any Diftemper of Body or Mind, can we fup-

pofe his whole Company, Men of different

Conilitutions and Underftandings, to have been

at once affecled in the fame manner with him,

fo that not the Diftemper alone, but the Efieds

of it fhould exadly agree ? If all had gone mad

together, would not the Frenzy of fome have

taken a different Turn, and prefented to them

different Objedls ? This Suppofition is fo con-

trary to Nature and all Poffibility, that Unbelief

muft find fome other Solution, or give up the

Point.

I SHALL fuppofe then, in order to try to

account for this Vilion without a Miracle, that

as Saul and his Company were journeying a-

long in their Way to Damafcus^ an extraor-

dinary Meteor did really happen which cafl

a great Light, as fome Meteors will do, at

which they being affrighted fell to the Ground

in the Manner related. This might be poffi-

ble, and Fear grounded on Ignorance of fuch

Pharno-
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Phasnomena, might make them imagine It to

be a Vifion from God. Nay even the Voice

or Sound they heard in the Air, might

be an Explofion attending this Meteor, or at

lead there are thole who would rather recur

to fuch a Suppofition as this, however incrc

dible, than acknowledge the Miracle. But

how will this account for the diftind Words
heard by St. Pauly to which he made Anfwcr ?

How will it account for what follow'd upon

it when he came to Damafcus^ agreeably to

the Senfe of thofe Words which he heard ^

Plow came Ananias to go to him there, and

fay, ' He was chofen by God to know hisAasxxii.

* Will, and fee that ju ft One, and hear the^*^'

* Voice of his Mouth ?' Or why did he pro-xxii. 16.

pofe to him to be baptized ? What Connexion

was there between the Meteor which Saul had

feen, and thefe Words of Ananias ? Will it

be faid that /ynanias was fkilful enough to take

Advantage of the Fright he was in at that Ap-

pearance, in order to make him a Chriftian ?

But could Ananias infpire him with a Vifion

in which he faw him before he came .^ IfthatAasix.

Vifion was the Effefl of Imagination, how was

. it verified fo exadlly in Fa6l ? But allowing that

he dreamt by Chance oi' Ananias's Coming,

and
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and that Ananias came by Chance too, or, if

you pleafe, that having heard of his Dream, he

came to take Advantage of that, as well as of

the Meteor which Saul had feen, will this get

over the Difficulty ? No, there was more to be

done. Saul v/as ilruck blind, and had been fo

for three Days. Now had this Blindnefs been

natural from the Effeds of a Meteor or Light-

ning upon him, it would not have been poffibie

for Ananias to heal it, as we find that he did,

meerly by putting his Hands on him and fpeak-

ing a few Words. This undoubted furpafs'd

the Power of Nature \ and if this was a Mi-

racle, it proves the other to have been a Miracle

too, and a Miracle done by the fame Jefus
A£ls ix

17, 1
8.* Chrifi, Yox Ananias^ when he healed Saul^

^^- » 3- fpoke to him thus •, Brother Sauly the Lord^ even

Jefus that appeared unto thee in the Way as

ihou camefi^ has Jent me, that thou mightefi

receive thy Sights and be Jilled with the Holy

f^''^* Ghofi. And that he faw Chrifi both now

and after this Time, appears not only by what

he relates A^s xxii. 17, 18. but by other

PalTages in his Epiflles, i Cor. ix. i. xvi. 8.

From him (as he afferts in many Places of his

Epiftles) he learn'd the Gofpel by immediate

Revelation, and by him he was fent to the

Gentiles,
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Gentiles, yf^jxxii. 21. xxiii. u. Among thofe

Gentiles from Jcrufakm^ and round abottt to

Illyricum, he preached the Gofpcl of Cbrijl^^"^'
"^^^

with mighty Signs and JVonders wrought by

the Power of the Spirit of God, to make them

obedient to his Preachings as he teftifies him-

felf in his Epiille to the RomafiSy and of which

a particular Account is given to us in the A£ls

of the Apollles •, Signs and Wonders indeed,

above any Power of Nature to work, or of

Impofture to counterfeit, or of Enthufiafm to

imagine. Now does not fuch a Series of mi-

raculous Ads, all confequential to and depen-

dent upon the firft Revelation, put the Truth

of that Revelation beyond all PofTibility of

Doubt or Deceit ? And if he could fo have

impofed on himfelf as to think that he work'd

them when he did not, (which Suppofition

cannot be admitted, if he was not all that Time

quite out of his Scnfes) how could fo diflem-

per'd an Enthufiafi make fuch a Progrcfs, as

we know that he did, in converting the Gen-

tile World ? If the Difficulties which have

been fhewn to have obftruded that Work were

fuch as the ableft Impoltor could not over-

come, how much more infurmountable were

they to a Madman ?

It
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I T is a much harder Talk for Unbelievers

to account for the Succefs of St. Pml^ in

preaching the Gofpel, upon the Suppofition of

his having been an Enthufiaft, than of his hav-

ing been an Impoftor. Neither of thefe Sup-

pofitions can ever account for it ; but the Jm-

pofiibihty is more glaringly flrong in this Cafe

than the other. I could enter into a particular

Examination of all the Miracles recorded in

the A6ls to have been done by St. Paul^ and

fhew that they were not of a Nature in which

Enthufiafm either in him, or the Perfons he

work'd them upon, or the Spectators, could

have any Part. I will mention only a few.

When he told Elymas the Sorcerer, at Pafhos^

Aflsxiii. before the Roman Deputy^ that the Hand of

God was upon him^ and he Jhould be hlind^ not

feeing the Sunfor a Seafon \ and immediately there

fell on him a Mift and a Darknefs^ and he went

about feeking fome to lead him by the Hand^ had

Enthufiafm in the Doer or Sufferer any Share

in this A61 ? If Paul^ as an Enthufiafl, had

thrown out this Menace, and the Effe6l had

not followed, inftead of converting the De-

puty, as we are told that he did, he would

have drawn on himfelf his Rage and Contempt.

But tlie Effe6l upon Elymas could not be caufed

bv
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by Enthufiafm in Paid^ much lefs can it be

imputed to an Enthufiadick Relief in that Per-

fon himiclf, of his being Itruck bhnd, when

he was not, by thofe Words of a Man whole

Preaching he flrcnuouQy and bitterly opjx)fed.

Nor can we afcribe the Convcrfion of ScrgiuSy

which happen'd upon it, to any Enthufiafm.

A Roman Proconful was not very likely to be

an Enthufiafl: ; but had he been one, he mud
have been bigotted to his own Gods, and fo

much the lefs inclined to believe any miraculous'

Power in St. Paul. When at Troas ayoungMan Aasxx.9.

named Eutychus fell down from a high Window^

while Paul was preaching, and was taken up

deady could any Enthufiafm either in Paul^ or

the Congregation there prefent, make tliem

believe, that by that Apoftle's falling upon hhn

and embracing him, he was redored to Life ?

Or could he who was fo reftored contribute

any thing to it himfelf, by any Power of his

own Imagination ? When in the Ifle ot Melita, Aasch.

where St. Paulv^^^s, fhipwreck'd, there came ^••^^*"-

Viper and fc.fim^d on his Ha77d, which \\t fijook

off^ and fcU no Harrn^ was that an Effect of

Enthufiafm ? An Enthufiail might perhaps

have been mad enough to hope for Safety

againll
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a^yainft the Bite of a Viper without any Remedy

being applied to it, but would that Hopfe have

prevented his Death ? Or were the barbarous

Iflanders, to whom this Apoftle was an abfo-

lute Stranger, prepared by Enthufiafm to ex-

pedl and believe that any Miracle would be

work'd to preferve him ? On the contraryj

when they faw the Viper hang on his Hand^

they faid among themfejves, * No doubt this

' Man is a Murderer^ whom, though he hath

* efcaped the Sea, yet Vengeance fufFereth not

* to live.' I will add no more Inftances : Thefe

are fufficient (o lliew that the Miracles told of

St. Faul^ can no more be afcribed to Enthu-

fiafm than to Impofture.

But moreover, the Power of working Mi-

racles was not confined to St. Faul^ it was alfo

communicated to the Churches he planted in

different Parts of the World. In many Parts of

«Cor. xii.j^i5 firfl Epiftle he tells th^ Corinthians, that

they had among them many miraculous Graces

and Gifts, and gives them Diredlions for the

more orderly Ufeof them in their AfTemblies.

Now I afki whether all that he faid upon

that Head is to be afcribed Co Enthufiafm ? If

the
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the Corinthians knew that they had among them

no fuch miraculous Powers, they muft have

regarded the Author of that Epiftle as a Man
out of his Senfes, inilead of revering him as art

-Apoflle of God.

If, for Inftance, a Quaker fhould in a Meet^

ing of his own Sedt, tell all the Perfons afifem-

bled there, that to fome among them was given

the Gift of Healing by the Spirit of Gody to

others the working of other Miracles^ to others

diverfe kifids of Tongues^ they would undoubt-

edly account him a Madman, becaufe th*6y

pretend to no fuch Gifts. If indeed they were

only told by him that they were infpired by the

Spirit of God in a certain ineffable manner^

which they alone could underlland, but which

did not difcover itfelf by any outward, diftind:

Operations, or Signs, they might miflake the

Impulfe of Euthufiafm for the Infpiration of

the Holy Ghoft ; but they could not believe,

againft the Conviction of their own Minds^ that

they fpoke Tongues they did not fpeak, or

heard Diftempers they did not heal, or work'd

other Miracles, when they work'd none. If it

be faid the Corinthians might pretend to thefe

Powers,
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Powers, tho' the Quakers do not, I ails:, whe-

ther in that Pretenfion they were Impoflors, or

only Enthufiafts ? If they were Impoflors, and

Sx., Paulyf^^ alfo fuch, how ridiculous was it

for him to advife them in an Epiftle writ only

io them^ and for their own Ufe^ not to value

themfelves too highly upon thofe Gifts-, to pray

for one rather than another, and prefer Charity

to them all ! Do AfTociates in Fraud talk fuch

a Language to one another ? But ifwe fuppofe

their Pretenfion to all thofe Gifts was an EfFecl

of Enthufiafm, let us confider how it was pof-

fible that he and they could be fo cheated by

that Enthufiafm, as to imagine they had fuch

Powers when they had not.

Suppose that Enthufiafm could make a Man
think, that he was able by a Word or a Touch

to give Sight to the Blind, Motion to the

Lame, or Life to the Dead : Would that

Conceit of his make the Blind fee, the Lame

walk, or the Dead revive ? And if it did not,

how could he perfift in fuch an Opinion, or

upon his perfifling efcape being fhut up for a

Madman ? But fuch a Madnefs could not in-

fed fo many at once, as St. P^«/ fuppofes at

Corinth
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Corinth to have been endowed with the Gift

of Heahng, or any other miraculous Powers.

One of the Miracles which they pretended to

was the fpeaking of Languages they never

had learn'd. And St. Paul fays, he poITcfs'd

this Gift 7mre than them all. If this had been t Cor.xlv.

a Delufion of Fancy, if they had fpoke only ^
^'

Gibberiih, or unmeaning Sounds, it would

foon have app«ar'd when they came to m.ake

ufe of it where it was necefiary, viz. in con-

verting of thofe who underflood not any Lan-

guage they naturally fpoke. St. Paul particu-

larly, who travell'd fo far upon that Defign,

and had fuch Occafion to ufe it, muft foon

have difcover'd that this imaginary Gift of the

Spirit was no Gift at all, but a ridiculous In-

ftance of Frenzy, which had poiTefs'd both him

and them. But if thofe he fpoke to in diverfc

Tongues underflood what he faid, and were

converted to Chriji by that Means, how could

it be a Delufion ? Of all the Miracles recorded

in Scripture, none are more clear from any

poflible Imputation of being the EfFecc of an

Enthufiaflick Imagination than this. For how
could any Man think that he had it, who had

it not i or if he did think fo, not be undeceived

G when
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when he came to put his Gift to the Proof ?

Accordingly I do not find fuch a Power to have

been ever pretended to by any Enthufiaft an-

cient or modern.

I F then St. Paid and the Church of Corinth

were not deceived in afcribing to themfelves

this miraculous Power, but really had it, there

is the ftrongeft Reafon to think, that neither

were they deceived in the others Powers to

which they pretended, as the fame Spirit which

gave them that equally, could, and probably

would, give them the others, to ferve the fame

holy Ends for which that was given. And by

confequence St. Paul was no Enthufiaft in what

he wrote upon that Head to the Corinthians,

nor in other fimilar Inftances where he afcribes

to himfelf, or to the Churches he founded, any

fupernatural Graces and Gifts. Indeed they

who would impute to Imagination Effeds fuch

as thofe which St. Paul imputes to the Power

of God attending his Miflion, muft afcribe to

Imagination the fame Omnipotence which he

afcribes to God.

Having thus, I flatter myfelf, fatisfa6lo-

rily fliewn that St. Paul could not be an En-

thufiaft,



and ApoflleJJnp of St. Paul. 99
Chufiaft^ who by the Force of an over-heated

Imagination impofed on himfelf, I am next tp

enquire whether he was deceived by the Fraud

of others, and whether all that he faid of him-

felf can be imputed to the Power of that De-

ceit ? But I need fay little to fhew the Abfur-

dity of this Suppofition. It was morally im-

pofTible for the Difciples of Chrifi^ to conceive

fuch a Thought as that of turning his Perfe-

cutor into his Apoftle, and to do this by a

Fraud in the very Inftant of his greateft Fury

againfl them and their Lord. But could they

have been fo extravagant as to conceive fuch a

Thought, it was phyfically impolTible for them

to execute it in a manner we find his Conver-

fion to have been effe6led. Could they pro-

duce a Light in the Air which at Mid-day was

brighter than that of the Sun ? Could they

make Saul hear Words from out of that LightAds xxii.

which were not heard by the reft of the Com-^'

pany ? Could they make him blind for three

Days after that Vifion, and then make Scales

fall off from his Eyes, and reftore him to his

Sight by a Word ? Beyond difpute no Fraud

could do thefe Things •, but much lefs flill could

the Fraud of others produce thofe Miracles fub-

fequent to his Converfion, in which he was not

G 2 pafuve.
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pafTive, but a(5live, which he did himfelf, and

appeals to in his Epiftles as Proofs of his Di-

vii"te Miflion. I fhall then take it for granted

that he was not deceived by the Fraud of

others,, and that what he faid of himfelf cannot

be imputed to the Power of that Deceit, no

more than to wilful Impollure, or to Enthu-

fiafm ; and then it follows, that what he re-

lated to have been the Caufe of his Converfion,

and to have happen'd in Confequence of it,

did all really happen, and therefore the Chrijlian

Religion is a Divine Revelation,

1'hat this Conclufion is fairly and unde-

niably drawn from the PremilTes, 1 think mud

,

be own'd, unlefs fome probable Caufe can be

affign'd to account for thofe Fads fo authenti-

cally related in the A6t3 of the Apoftles, and at-

tefted in his Epiftles by St. Taul himfelf, other

than any of thofe which I have confider'd j and

this I am confident cannot be done. . It muft

be therefore accounted for by the Power of

God. That God fhould work Miracles for the

Eitablifhment of a moft Holy Religion, which

from the infupcrable Difficulties that ftood in

the way of it, could not have eftablifli'd itfejf

without fuch an AfTiftance, is no way repug-

nant
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nant to human Reafon : But that without

any Miracle fuch Things fhould have hap-

pen'd as no adequate natural Caufes can be

affign'd for, is what human Rcalbn cannot be-

lieve.

To impute them to Magick, or the Power

of Daemons, (which was the Relburce of the

Heathens and ye^vs againft the Notoriety of the

Miracles perform'd by Chrift and his Difciples)

is by no means agreeable to the Notions of

thofe, who in this Age difbelieve Chriftianity.

It will therefore be needlefs to il:ew the Weak-

nefs of that Suppofition : But that Suppofition

itfelf is no inconfiderable Argument of the

Truth of the Fads. Next to the Apoflles and

Evangelids, the ftrongeft Witnefles of the un-

deniable Force of that Truth are Celfus and Ju-

lian^ and other ancient Opponents pf the Chri-

flian Religbn, who were obliged to folve what

they, could not contradid, by fuch an irrational

and abfurd Imagination.

The Difpute was not then between Faith

and Reafon, but between Religion and Super-

ftition. Supcrftition afcribed to cabaliftical

Names, or magical Secrets, fjch Operations

G 3 as
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as carried along with them evident Marks of

the Divine Power : Rehgion afcrjbed them to

God, and Reafon declared itfelf on that Side

of the Queftion. Upon what Grounds then

can we now overturn that Decifion ? Upon

what Grounds can we rejedt the unqueftionable

Teftimony given by St. Faul^ that he was

called by God to be a Dlfciple and Apoftle

of Chrift ? It has been fhewn that we cannot

impute it either to Enthufiafm or Fraud ;

how fhall we then refift the Convidion of

fuch a Proof ? Does the Dodrine he preach'd

contain any Precepts againll the Law of Mo-

rality, that natural Law v/ritten by God in the

Hearts of Mankind ? If it did, I confefs that

none of the Arguments I have made ufe of

could prove fuch a Do6trine to come from

him. But this is fo far from being the Cafe,

that even thofe who rejedl Chriflianity as a

Divine Revelation, acknowledge the Morals

delivered by Chrifi and by his Apoftles to be

worthy of God. Is it then on account of the

Myfteries in the Gofpel that the Fadls are de-

nied, though fupported by Evidence which in

all other Cafes would be allowed to contain

ihe cleared Conviction, and cannot in this be

rejeded without reducing the Mind to a State

of
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of abfolute Scepticifm, and overturning thofe

Rules by which we judge of all Evidence, and

of the Truth, or Credibility of all other Fa6ls ?

But this is plainly to give up the Ufe of our

Underftanding where we are able to ufe it mofl

properly, in order to apply it to Things of

which it is not a competent Judge. The Mo-

tives and Reafons upon which Divine Wifdom

may think proper to a6l, as well as the Man-

ner in which it ads, mufl often lie out of the

Reach of our Underftanding ; but the Motives

and Reafons of human Adlions, and the Man-

ner in which they are performed, are all in the

Sphere of human Knowledge, and upon them

we may judge, with a well-grounded Confi-

dence, when they are fairly propofed to ou^

Confideration,

It is incomparably more probable that a Re-

velation from God concerning the Ways of his

Providence, fhould contain in it Matters above

the Capacity of our Minds to comprehend, than

that St. Paul^ or indeed any of the other Apo-

llles, fhould have a6led, as we know that they

did, upon any other Foundations than certain

Knowledge of C'briji's being rifen from the

Dead ; or fliouid have fucceeded in the Work
G 4 they
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they undertook, without the Aid of miraculous

Powers. To the former of thefe Propofitions I

may give my Aflent without any dired Oppo-

fition of Reafon to Faith •, but in admitting the

latter I muil believe againft all thofe Probabili-

ties that are the rational Grounds of AiTent.

Nor do they who reject the Chriiyan Reli-

gion becaufe of the Difficulties which occur in

its Myfleries, confider how far that Objedion

will go againft other Syftems both of Religion

and of Philofophy, which they themfelves pro-

fefs to admit. There are in Beifm itfelf, the moft

fimple of all religious Opinions, feveral Diffi-

culties, for which human Reafon can but ill ac-

count ; which may therefore be not improperly

iiiled Articles of Faith, Such is the Origin of

Evil under the Government of an all-good and

all-powerful God ; aQueftion fo hard, that the

Inability of folving it in a fatisfadory Manner

to their Apprehenfions, has driven fome of the

greateft Philofophers into the monftrous and

lenfelefs Opinions of Manicheifm and Atheifm.

Such is the reconciling the Prelcience of God

with the Free-will of Man, which after much

Lcuerto Thought on the Subjed, Mr. Locke fairly con-

\]r. Moly-
f^ji^^g i^Q CQ\\\(\ not do, though he acknowledged

reux, p.

509. V. 3. ^0^^^ i
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both ; and what Mr. Locke could not do, in

reafoning upon Subjeds of a metaphyfical Na-

ture, I am apt to think, few Men, if any, can

hope to perform.

Such is alfo the Creation of the World at

any fuppofed Time, or the Eternal Produdiion

of it from God \ it being almoft equally hard,

according to meer Philofophical Notions, either

to admit that the Goodnefs of God could re-

main unexerted through all Eternity before the

Time of fuch a Creation, let it be fet back ever

fo far, or to conceive an Eternal Productions

which Words, fo applied, are inconfiftent and

contradidory Terms j the Solution commonly-

given by a Comparifon to the Emanation of

Light from the Sun not being adequate to ic,

or juft •, for Light is a ^ality inherent in Fire,

and naturally emaning from it ; whereas Mat-

ter is not a ^ality inherent or emaning from

the Divine EiTence, but of a different Subflance

and Nature, and if not independent and felf^

exifting^ muft have been created by a meer Ad:

of the Divine- /F/7/; and if created^ then not

eternal^ the Idea of Creation implying a Time
when the Suhftance created did not exift. But if

to get rid of this Difficulty, we have recourfe,

as
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as many of the ancient Philofophers had, to the

independent Exiftence of Matter^ then we mud

zdivmlTwo Self-exffling Principles^ which is quite

inconfiftent with genuine Theifm, or Natural

Reafon. Nay, could thai be admitted, it would

not yet clear up the Doubt, unlefs we fuppofe

not only the Eternal Exiftence of Matter, inde-

pendent of God, but that it was from Eternity

in the Order and Beauty we fee it in now, with-

out any Agency of the Divine Power •, other-

wife the fame Difficulty will always occur, why

it was not before put into that Order and State

of Perfe^ion -, or how the Goodnefs of God

could fo long remain in a State of Inadion, un-

exerted and unemployed. For were the Time of

fuch an Exertion of it put back ever fo far, if,

inilead of five or fix thoufand Years, we were

to fuppofe Millions of Millions of Ages to

have pafs'd fmce the World * was reduced out

of a Chaos ^ to an harmonious and regular Form^

ftill a whole Eternity muft have preceded that

Date, during which the Divine Attributes did

not

* By the World I do not mean this Earth alone, but

the whole material Univerfe^ with ail its Inhabitants. Even

ereatedSpirits fall under the fameReafoning; for they muit

alfo have had a Beginnings and before tiiat Begintnng an

Eternity mail have preceded.
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not exert themfelves in that beneficent JVork^ fo

fuitable to them that the Conjedures of human

Reafon can find no Caufe for its being delay'd.

But becaufe of thefe Difficulties, or any

other that may occur in the Syftem of Deifm,

no wife Man will deny the Being of God, or

his infinite Wijdom^ Goodnefs, and Powers which

are proved by fuch Evidence, as carries the

clearefl and ftrongeft Conviftion, and cannot

be refufed without involving the Mind in far

greater Difficulties^ even in downright Ahfurdi-

ties and Impqffibilities. The only Part there-

fore that can be taken, is to account in the

bed Manner that our weak Reafon is able to

do, for fuch feeming Objedlions; and where

that fails, to acknowledge its Weaknefs, and

acquiefce under the Certainty, that our very

imperfed Knowledge or Judgment cannot be

the Meafure of the Divine Wifdom, or the

univerfal Standard of Truth. So likewife it

is with refped to the Chrifiian Religion. Some

Difficulties occur in that Revelation which hu-

man Reafon can hardly clear i but as the

Truth of it (lands upon Evidence fo ftrong

and convincing, that it cannot be denied

without much greater Difficulties than thofe

that
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that attend the Belief of it, as I have before

endeavoured to prove, we ought not to reject

it upon fuch Objedtions, however mortifying

they may be to our Pride. That indeed

would have all Things made plain to us, but

God has thought proper to proportion our

Knowledge to our Wants^ not our Fride. All

that concerns our DiLty is clear 5 and as to other

Points either of natural or revealed Religion,

if he has left fome Obfcurities in them, is that

any reafonable Caufe of Complaint ? Not to

rejoice in the Benefit of what he has gracioufly

allowed us to know, from a prefumptuous Dif-

guft at our Incapacity of knowing more, is

as abfurd as it would be to refufe to walk^ be-

caufe we cannot fly.

From the arrogant Ignorance of metaphy-

fical Reafonings, aiming at Matters above our

Knowledge, arofe all the fpeculative Impiety,

and many of the word Superflitions of the

old Heathen World, before the Gofpel was

preach'd to bring Men back again to the pri-

mitive Faith ; and from the fame Source have

fince flowed fome of the greateft Corruptions

of the Evangelical Truth, and the molt in-

veterate Prejudices againft it : "An Effed; juft

as
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as natural as for our Eyes to grow weak, and

even blind, by being ftrain'd to look at Ob-

jects too diftant, or not made for them to

fee.

Are then our intelle6lual Faculties of no

Ufe in Religion ? Yes undoubtedly, of the moil

necelTary Ufe, when rightly employed. The

proper Employment of them is to diftinguifh

jts genuine Dodrines from others erroneoufly

or corruptly afcribed to it -, 'to confider the

Importance and Purport of them, with the

Connedion they bear to one another ; but nrfl

of all to examine with the flridteft Attention

the Evidence by which Religion is proved^

internal as well as external. If the external

Evidence be convincingly ftrong, and there

is no internal Proof of its FalHiood, but

much to fupport and confirm its Truth, then

furely no Difficulties ought to prevent our

giving a full AfTent and Belief to it. It is

our Duty indeed to endeavour to find the

befl Solutions we can to them ; but where

no fatisfadlory ones are to be found, it is no

iefs our Duty to acquiefce with Humility,

and believe that to be right which we know is

above
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above us, and belonging to a Wifdom fuperior

to ours.

Nor let it be faid, that this will be an

Argument for the admitting all Dodrines,

however abfurd, that may have been graft-

ed upon the Chriftian Faith : Thofe which

can plainly be proved not to belong to it^

fall not under the Reafoning I have laid down

:

(and certainly none do belong to it which

contradidl either our clear^ intuitive Know-

ledge^ or the evident Principles and Dilates of

, Reafon.) I fpeak only of Difficulties which

attend the Belief of the Gofpel in fome of its

pure and eflential Dodrines, plainly and evi-

dently delivered there, which being made

known to us by a Revelation fupported by

Proofs that our Reafon ought to admits and not

being fuch things as it can certainly know to be

falfe^ mull be received by it as Objects of Faith

^

tho* they are fuch as it could not have difco-

vered by any natural Means, and fuch as are

difficult to be conceived, or fatisfadorily ex*

plained by its limited Powers. If the glorious

Light of the Gofpel be fometimes overcaft with

Clouds of Doubt, fo is the Light of our Rea-

fQn
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fon too. But fhall we deprive ourfelves of

the Advantage of either^ becaufe thofe Clouds

cannot perhaps be entirely removed while wc

remain in this mortal Life ? Shall we obfti-

nately and frowardly fhut our Eyes againft

that Day-fpring from on high that has viftted

us^ becaufe we are not as yet able to bear the

full Blaze of his Beams ? Indeed, not even in

Heaven itfelf, not in the higheft State of Per-

fedion to which a Finite Being can ever at-

tain, will all the Counfels of Providence, all

the Height and the Depth of the infinite Wif-

dom of God, be ever difclofed or underflood.

Faith even then will be neceffary, and there

will be Myfteries which cannot be penetrated

by the mod exalted Archangel, and Truths

which cannot be known by him otherwife than

froQi Revelatiofiy or believed upon any other

Ground of AfTent, than a fuhmiffwe Confix

dence in the Divine IVifdom. What, then,

Ihall Man prefume that his weak and narrow

Underilanding is fufficient to guide him into

all Truths without any need of Revelation

or Faith ? Shall he complain that the Ways of

God are not like his Ways^ and -paft his finding

out ? True Philofophy, as well as true Chri-

ftianity.
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ftianity, would teach ^ a vvifer and modefler

Part. It wouJd teach, us to be content within

thole Bounds which God has aflign'd -to us,

iCot.xS'Caflmg down Imaginationsy. and. every high Thing

that exalteth itfelf againjl the Knowledge of God,

and bringing into Capivity every HhougH to the

Obedience of Chrift.

FINIS.
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