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THE ^^^^t^^:v^/'^

Office and Duty of a Christian Pastor.

LECTURE I.

SepteiTLl^er 39, 1873.

At the request of the authorities of the Boston

University, I am here to address students preparing

for the Christian ministry in the School of Theol-

ogy of this promising and important Institution.

The subject proposed for my consideration is the

practical one, which comes under the title of Pastok-

AL Theology. I have accepted this invitation with

much pleasure, both as a token of the personal con-

fidence and respect which it expresses, and as an oc-

casion to manifest my abiding interest in young men

so occupied, and my cordial sympathy with this no-

ble foundation for the promotion of evangelical

truth among the influential and intelligent popula-

tion of this city.

It has been one of the joys of my life to mingle

in the mutual offices of edification, encouragement,
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and sympathy with '*' all those who love our Lord Je-

sus Christ in sincerity." Under the providence of

our common heavenly Guide, my own ministry has

been pursued in that old Church of the Eeformation,

one of the fruits and progen}^ of which is the active

and widespreading Christian body to which this

school of theology belongs. But I gratefully ac-

knowledge "one body" among all the disciples of

our gracious redeeming Lord ; and in this assembly

1 feel myself in reality as much at home as if I had

as openly taken the arm of Wesley, as I have truly

desired to imbibe the spirit and to exercise the power

of Whitefield, in the great purpose and warfare on

earth, in which both were so equally and truly en-

gaged.

The direct object and purpose of my present per-

sonal effort among the young servants of Cln-ist, to

vvdiom I now address myself, is not to bring any

scheme of mere dogmatic theology, or to make any

attempt at learned or critical course of theoretic in-

struction. I have been invited to give them, on the

general subject proposed to me, some of the resuhs

of my own observation and experience in a long and

active life in the Christian ministry; as a familiar

testimony of facts, rather than as a preconceived
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theory of opinion : and this I shall desire and en-

deavor to do.

More than fifty-three years of active ministry, for-

ty-four of which have been passed in the two great

cities of Philadelphia and New York, have certainly

given me large opportmiities for such observation

and experience in this most important field of social

and religions life. And much ought to have been

gathered from such a field which might be made

useful to younger brethren in this comprehensive and

all-important work.

A life so active and occupied has given little op-

portunity for those collateral and incidental pursuits

in literary and scientific attainment which are the

delight of the educated mind, and the peculiar claim

and distinction of the age in which we live. The

successful professional man becomes habitually too

exclusively professional to allow himself the relaxa-

tion of much diversion, or to permit the distinction

of eminence in any walks of mental researcli beyond

the limits of his own selected path. Under this con-

stant pressure, I have been compelled to say, in the

language of the great apostle, " This one thing I do."

But I have found a life so organized and occuj)ied a

most happy sequestration of time and thought, of

A2
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energy and means of influence, when thus completely

given to ministering to my fellow-men, " both pub-

licly and from house to house, the unsearchable riches

of Christ."

Some of the results and acquisitions of such a life

I have been requested to give to you, my younger

brethren in Christ. This I shall endeavor to do in a

manner perfectly simple and conversational; and with

some illustrations in facts, which must be considered

unavoidable, and will be regarded perhaps as not al-

together undesirable, in the line of thought and sug-

gestion which I have been requested here to exhibit

and impress.

In carrying out this effort, I shall assume an entire

unity of general sentiment and purpose with me

among those to whom I particularly speak. As an

earlier traveler in the road of our united selection, I

come back to aid, if I may, those who are following

me, by telling them something of the path as I have

found it ; some of the things which I have seen and

learned upon the road; and some of the joys and

trials, the mistakes and the means of safety and suc-

cess, which I have met; as prepared for others who

travel it with a sincere, upright, and earnest spirit.

Fifty-four years have gone since I left this old
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and much-loved Boston, my father's home, as a liomo

for me. But age and years have in no degree less-

ened the home love of a " Boston boy ;" and to other

boys of another generation I come back to speak of

the interesting subjects proposed to me here.

To give some aspect of form to utterances which

would be likely to become too desultory and hetero-

geneous without some scheme proposed, I shall pro-

ceed to speak of Pastoral Duty, rather than Pastor-

al Theology : of the concrete of action^ rather than

of the abstract of princijple and ^ower. In accom-

plishing this design, I shall cast the whole subject

into a consideration of the Christian Pastor, in his

OBJECT, HIS qualifications, HIS INSTRUMENTS, HIS AGEN-

CIES, HIS POWER, and his attainments.

In introducing the general subject, I must remark

that the Christian pastor is the Christian preacher,

occupied in the private, relative personality and ap-

plication of his work. The two separate titles present

aspects which are reciprocally complemental and ad-

juvant to each other.

But they involve tasks, to say the least, so separate

and discriminate in their details, that it is by no

means actually frequent that the same person be-

comes equally successful in both departments. In-
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deed, each of these departments of duty so completely

demands the whole man, that the success in the one

exercise is frequently rather the alternate of success

in the other; and yet they are but two parts of a

living organism, properly conjoined, and improperly

separated. They ought never to be, and they can not

safely be, torn asunder. The same man can be both,

and can be better in each when they are properly

united than when purposely giving his whole mind

and attention exclusively or mainly to either apart.

To place these two offices of the Christian ministry

in comparison for mutual illustration, we may say

the Christian preacher is the public official teacher

of divinely revealed objective truth. The Christian

pastor is the private acknowledged minister of the

same truth, in its personal application and subjective

individual experience.

Distinctively, the one exercise of this twofold office

requires especially an intellect divinely enlightened,

and the peculiar ability publicly to expound these great

things divinely revealed, as ministering salvation to

the soul of man. The other needs especially an af-

fectionate and sanctified heart, and the power of an

active, discerning sympathy, ready to meet the varied

conditions of ignorant, suffering, or advancing man.
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The special gift for the one is extending knowledge

of the great and glorious revelations of the Gospel.

The gift needed for the other is a deepening personal

experience and observation of their practical worth.

To the one, a clear intelligence and comprehension

of these divine declarations of truth, in their general

aspect, are essential. For the other, a discriminate

consciousness of the proper persons, and the appro-

priate conditions of human life, to which these

heavenly instructions are to be applied, is needed.

Together they present a vast field for human at-

tainments, and for relative, personal inllaence upon

man. Age and study, prayer and faith, love and

earnestness, and persevering fidelity, are indispensable

to them botli. But in the Christian ministry, as in

the medical profession, younger men, with whatever

talent, must practice mainly by their knowledge of

the efforts of others, as described in books or impart-

ed in lectures ; while older and more mature agents

habitually prescribe upon the results of their own ob-

servation and individual experience.

Thus is it with the ministers of the Gospel of the

Lord Jesus Christ. Youth presses on, in an opening,

expanding road, under the imparted guidance of

those who have successfully preceded. Age even
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more firmly rests for its duties in the future upon its

own retrospection of the way already traveled. The

incidents, facts, and principles of action, which have

been already demonstrated in the light of the past,

become the advisers and guides for the obligations

of the future.

It is scarcely possible to separate these two offices

of the Christian ministry in our personal considera-

tion of them. But we must not foro^et that the

Christian pastor is the generic office and character.

The Christian preacher is this pastor in the exercise

of a single gift, in the fulfillment of a single office, in

this one great and comprehensive purpose and work,

ajDpointed and established by the Lord of all.

In proceeding to consider the special relations of

the pastoral work, we can not magnify the influence,

the usefulness, or the dignity of this di\dnely estab-

lished office among men. The Almighty Saviour,

the great Head of the Church of God, is himself the

Chief Shepherd ; and his whole redeemed Church are
«

his flock—the sheep of his pasture. lie feeds them.

He leads them forth. He goes before them. He is

their guide, their example, their watchman, and their

provider.

And he says to those whom he calls to unite with
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him and to follow liim in tliis gracious work, "As

my Father liatli sent me, even so have I sent you."

« Feed my sbeep. Feed my lambs." " Lo, I am with

you alway, even unto the end of the world."

Such is a general view of the oiBce and work of

a Christian pastor. In the impressive language of

the Episcopal Liturgy, they are "called to be messen-

gers, watchmen, stewards of the Lord; to teach, to

premonish, to feed, to provide for the Lord's family
;

to seek for Christ's sheep that are dispersed abroad,

and for his children, who are in the midst of this

evil world, that they may be saved through Christ

forever."

Li proceeding to discuss the specific and relative

character of this office, in the details of its operation,

I can not enter upon any particular discussion of

preaching, as a portion of its proper fulfillment. My

appropriate purpose leads me to consider with you

the private, personal ministrations of the Gospel of

our Lord as the special field for the pastor's office.

To the importance and special efficacy, under the

blessing of God, of this ministration for Jesus from

house to house, "in season and out of season," the

combined experience and wisdom of the Church of

Christ will testify in perfect harmony.
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Dr. Watts has said that the man who has the hap-

py talent for parlor preaching may often be made

the instrument of more good in a few hours than

others can do without it in many years.

Fifty years ago a very distinguished layman of the

Methodist Cliurchj w^ho had himself been long a local

preacher—a man of education and large influence

—

said to me :
" They are not the great preachers in

our Church who are the most useful to us, but the

faithful, earnest pastors. Our revivals come more

from prayer and private exhortation than from pub-

lic preaching."

About the same time a very influential layman in

the city of Washington said to me of one of the Epis-

copal clergymen of that city, by no means a great

or eloquent preacher, " Mr. H is an angel in a

sic.1-.room. His visits are to me like heavenly visits."

My whole personal experience and observation in

the long period since passed have fully confirmed tlie

truth of such estimates.

I knew a very fine preacher in tlie Episcopal Church

vv'ho was wholly unsuitcd in his tastes and absent

habits for the work of a pastor. His ministry be-

came the subject of conversation, and the question

w^as asked, "Why is not Dr. S more practically
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lluseful ? The work does not seem to prosper witli

him." The answer made was, " He loses the whole

of his Sabbath influence in the week. He is like a

farmer who had surrounded his land with finely

turned posts, but neglected to put np his panels of

fence, and wondered why the cattle strayed in upon

his ground. Well-turned i)osts will not keep cattle

out, nor secure the prosperity of the field. You must

put up your panels of fence. Your weekly pastor

work is your fence. Nothing else will guard tlie Sav-

iour's work, keep out opposing influence, or secure a

harvest for the honor of the Lord."

But we will proceed to consider our subject more

distinctly in the order which we have proposed:

What is the personal object of the pastor in tho

Church of Christ ? What has he been sent into the

world to do ? The attempt to discuss such a theme

as is here proposed in a single address like this, with

any practical eflficacy, will prove, in the necessity of

the case, an extremely superficial and fragmentary

work. But still I propose to you the question
:
For

what is this Christian pastor intended, in the person-

ality of his ofiace,by the Lord who has sent him forth

and commissioned him for his own service on the

earth ?
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I answer you : In the very character and structure

of his office, he is a divinely appointed messenger,

an embassador, an agent of the Lord Jesus Christ,

the everlasting Saviour of men, to proclaim and min-

ister his great salvation to the souls of fallen men.

He is the authoritative bearer of a divine message

—

of reconciliation— of pardon— of acce^^tance with

God—of spiritual consolation and strength from a

God of infinite love to the homes and hearts of sin-

ful, weary, waiting, suffering men.

He is not merely a Christian gentleman among his

fellow-men. He does not 2:0 on a voluntary neiojh-
CD u CD

borly visit, as a private Christian friend. He does

, not speak to others simply as a sympathizing, intel-

ligent companion, upon his important theme. He

goes as an appointed messenger of Jesus Christ his

Lord, bearing special tidings of salvation in his Mas-

ter's name, to a selected household, or to an individ-

ual immortal soul. He has been called and appoint-

ed by the Lord himself for this sj^ecial work and

message now intrusted to him.

Of the particular character and evidences of this

call from God I can not now speak ; but I can take

1^ no lower ground than this in the general considera-

tion of this subject in w^hich I am now engaged. InX



OF A CIIKISTIAN PASTOR. 19

tlie Liturgy of the Episcopal Cliurcli, tlie first ques-

tion which is proposed to the applicant for ordination

to the ministry is, " Do you trust that you are in-

wardly moved by the Holy Ghost to take upon you

this office and ministration, to serve God for the

promotion of his glory and the edification of his

people ?"

In our present contemx^lation of the subject, there

is to be considered and conceded a distinct divine

call, an inward, personal motion, to this ministry, for

the promotion and attainment of a twofold object,

separately relating to the gracious Saviour, by whom,

and to the souls of his people for whom, we are em-

ployed and sent. And our mission has this twofold

object always in view: To glorify this exalted

Saviour; and to lead the souls of sinful men grate-

fully to receive, to accejpt, and to live in him, and

for HBi—the HONOR of Jesus and the salvation of

MEN. And this twofold object of the Christian pas-

tor's life and mission I ask you to consider in their

successive aspects.

The first impelling, attracting purpose in this

great work of your life will be the honor of that

great "redeeming Lord, whose you are and whom

you serve. This will be to you a distinct, conscious,
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and defined purpose of your mind and heart. If

the love of Christ really constrain you, this motion

of life and action will be no shadowy imagination

—

no sanctimonious pretense ; but a consciousness as

real, as clear, as practical as any personal impulse

can be, of human friendship, of grateful recognition,

or of social duties, in any of the individual relations

of active life.

Others may discuss as they please, in the cold in-

difference of intellectual, unbelieving speculation, the

reality of the Saviour's l)eing and history, the scale

of his nature, the questions of his authority. To

3^our practical, individual experience of his love, and

earnest consciousness of your own personal love for

him, equally distinct, there will be no distracting or

retarding questions here.

We "know whom we have believed." To us the

word of Jesus is infallible, unchanging truth. His

love and active goodness are unsearchable riches of

grace. His authority is absolute and entire. "In

him dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead bodily.

And we are complete in him. lie is the brightness

of the Father's glory, and the express image of his

person."

We are called to represent him. AVe go from him.
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We go for liim. We are tlie bearers of a divine

message to be delivered to others, by his authority

and for his honor. It is a message of direct salva-

tion from God to man. From God forgiving, to man

condemned. This is a message of facts perfected;

of a work accomplished ; of purposes, invitations, and

offers founded upon these facts—the offer of a com-

plete, immediate, everlasting salvation, presented to

the faith, to the grateful acceptance, to the affec-

tionate trust of man, in the freest, fullest message

:

" Whosoever will, let him take of the water of life

freely."

This is your message to each, to all to whom yon

are sent. It is " the old, old story ;" yet it is always

new, always living, and by God's Holy Spirit always

to be made effectual. Wherever we go, we have the

same great and gracious ^vork committed to ns
;
and

we " are 'not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ, the

power of God nnto salvation to every one who be-

lieveth." We love to tell this precious story—over,

over, and over again—in every house; at every bed-

side of sickness; in every chamber of sorrow; to

every anxious, burdened heart; in the midst of every

afflicted household ; to every waiting sinner like our-

selves, wherever we may find him.
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We are never wearied with proclaiming this gra-

cious message from God. We love to repeat this ef-

fective intelligence of pardon for the chief of sinners,

through the atoning blood of an Almighty Saviour.

We feel its blessedness ; w^e know its power ; w^e de-

light to meditate upon it; and w^e do not fear nor

hesitate to proclaim it freely, whether men will hear

or whether they will forbear. In this great w^ork, to

which the Lord has been pleased to call us, we desire

to set him always before us; and to see Jesus only,

clothed with glory and honor.

You can not throw yourselves upon the power and

truth of the divine message too simply, too constantly,

too completely. You need never fear failing in your

Avork by preaching the gracious work of Jesus ; or

wearying those w^ho hear you by an unwearied cling-

ing to the simple Gospel of a cr-ucified and risen

Saviour.

Go, tell the world abroad, from house to house, in

season and out of season, the things which God hath

done, and which God hath revealed. The glory of

a divine incarnation—" God manifest in the flesh."

The mercy of a personal assumption, by an infinite

Saviour, of the condition and responsibility of lost

and ruined man. The i^racious oflierihir in sacrifice
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of an atoniDg death—a " propitiation for the sins of

the whole world ;" the accomplishment of a glorious

resurrection ; an accepted obedience ; a complete and

unalterable victory, for guilty but believing man,

over condemnation and death. Go, tell with all the

earnestness of a loving, grateful heart, of perfect rec-

onciliation from God to man ; of real and joyful

hope for man in God ; of newness and holiness of

life—life eternal, a full assurance of hope ; all con-

stituting, all meeting in a glorious Christ—a crucified

Christ
;
presenting to every believing soul, complete,

perfect, everlasting salvation in him, in wdiom alone

all fullness must dwell forever ; and from whose per-

sonal fullness believing souls must receive "grace

upon grace."

This is your great pastoral work for Jesus on earth.

We do not say to you. Go, discuss this great subject

;

argue about it ; show how it can be, or may be, true.

Waste your time in no such outside folly. Deliver

your message on the authority of the infallible word

of God. " Obey your orders," simply, constantly.

A chaplain at Walmer Castle, the official residence

of the Duke of Wellington, attempted to apologize

for a sermon at which the Duke was unexpectedly

present. He was instantly met with the bluff but



24 THE OFFICE AND DUTY

appropriate reply, " What are your orders, sir? What

are your Master's orders T
You go forth to obey your orders. " In the morn-

ing sow thy seed. In the evening withhold not thine

hand. For thou knowest not whether shall prosper,

either this or that; or whether they shall be both

alike good." Wherever you are, tell your precious

tidings to some one. The message of that which God

has done is tlie offer of that which man may have.

Complete forgiveness in a Saviour's death; everlast-

ing cleansing in the power of a Saviour's precious

blood ; unchangeable acceptance vrith God in a Sav-

iour's perfect obedience for man ; eternal life, the

gracious gift of God in him.

Kever be afraid to deliver this message freely.

Unlimited in its relation to persons. Unconditional

in its offer to individuals. Perfectly candid and free

in its approach to every sinful man. Immediate in

its full blessing upon the soul believing. To be at

once accepted—entire, undivided, indivisible. Bring-

ing perfect, eternal sah'ation to all who will receive

the message, with faith and grateful love toward the

one glorious Saviour of the lost, perfect and complete

in him.

If any object, or revile, or oppose, Ave simply say,
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" We are not careful to answer you concerning tliis

matter." " We are doing a great work ; we can not

come down ; wherefore should the work cease, while

we leave it and come down to you ?"

Richard Cecil, a faithful evangelical preacher of

the Church of England, received a visit from a gen-

tleman in his study, who came wath the proposal to

discuss with him the subject of a preceding discourse.

Cecil answered him, " My dear friend, I am willing

freely to tell you all I know, and to answer any ques-

tion w^hich I can; but my mind is perfectly settled

and satisfied upon the whole of this great subject,

and I do not desire any discussion about it."

You do not go out to discuss about the glorious

message which you are sent to carry to your fellows-

men. You go simply and plainly to teach in your

Master's name, and with his promised presence and

help. You will gain every thing by a simple, honest,

affectionate delivering of your message. You will

gain nothing by a discussion of its truth or its author-

ity. You will deliver your message. You will ear-

nestly impress its irpportance. You will beg its grate-

ful acceptance. And you may say, with the servant

of Abraham, " N"ow if you will deal kindly and truly

with my Master, tell me ; and if not, tell me : that I

B
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may turn to the right hand or the left." But deliver

your message distinctly, kindly, positively, and with-

out fear. The Lord will bless the faithful witness.

Forty years ago, I was quietly seated in my study,

in Philadelphia, when a very respectable gentleman,

a stranger to me, introduced himself and said, " I have

been round among the churches of this city, anxious

to know the way of truth and "safety for my own soul.

You seem always to speak as if you were perfectly

sure, and had no doubt upon the subjects of which

you speak. I have been much impressed by your

simplicity and constancy of statement, and I have de-

termined to unite with you. I came to lay my case

before you, and to confer with you upon the great

subject of your teaching." That visit led to his grate-

ful acceptance of the Gos^dcI and of the Saviour's

love. That man still lives to shoAV the fruits of this

precious Gospel in a life of Clnistian usefulness, pro-

tracted to a very advanced age.

Far later in my work, a young man came to me in

the city of New York. lie was a lieutenant in the

United States Navy. lie had heard me as a stranger,

and he came to my study to present the same gen-

eral difficulty, and to propose very much the same

questions as t\\G one just alluded to. He described
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tlie different uncertain and unsatisfying directions

which he Lad received. With great earnestness and

emotion, he begged from me a simple guidance in the

way of divine truth. I expounded to him, in as clear

gild short a manner as I could, the fall and triumphant

scheme of God's salvation as revealed in Jesus, and

presented in the one perfect offer of a complete Sav-

iour in him, to every believing soul. lie listened with

intense interest, his countenance glowing with emo-

tion. I said to him, as I closed, " E"ow, in accepting

this glorious system- of grace, do you feel yourself a

man to le saved by any thing that you can do, or as a

man already saved by that which the Son of God has

done for you V
He answered me, after a little thought, with flowing

tears, '*' I do not see, in your statement of the matter,

but I am a man already saved." " "Well," said I,

" what, then, has a saved man to doV " I do pot see,"

he replied, " that he has any thing to do but to li^ve,

trust, and be happy." " What more can he do % t'

said. " That is heaven. That is the whole of sucll a

life forever."

In profuse weeping, he covered his. face with his

handkerchief and said, " Oh, excuse me, sir. But I

have never heard such teaching before." He left me.
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rejoicing in the freeness and fullness of this precious

Gospel of a Saviour's grace and love.

I trust I have thus presented to you, with sufficient

. clearness, a distinct and conscious object in the pas-

tor's work. This is his first object. He goes forth

into the field of a Gospel ministry to proclaim a Sav-

iour's fullness, and to honor and glorify this Saviour's

character and name. This is the first, controlling,

commanding object of his life—the honor of Jesus,

his glorious Lord. " The sound of his Master's feet

is behind him." If Christ shall be magnified in him,

this is " all his salvation, and all his desire." And
this rewards him for all his toil, whether in life or in

death.

I wish you to realize this great principle and fact.

We are extremely tempted and prone to lose sight of

this great living, practical result of our office and

work; and to put some other, but inferior results,

which may be the rightful consequences of this one

high purpose, before it in place and in degree.

Let me earnestly entreat you, in public and in pri-

vate, to make all your work, in its highest purpose, its

first and its last design, consciously, clearl}^, constantly,

a grateful labor for the Saviour's glory; and a de-

termined purpose to count till things but loss for his
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honor. You are charged with a positive, distinct mes-

sage from him, to be dehvered simply and faithfully

to every class of men and to every condition of man.

And you will glorify him by " taking of the things

which are his, and showing these to men."

This work, in its highest manifestation, is the work

and office of the Holy Ghost, and our ministry be-

comes a ministry of the Holy Ghost, and is in the

power and purpose of the Spirit, in the degree in

which we unite with him, and under his guidance, in

testifying always and only the unspeakable fullness

of this glorious, atoning, exalted Saviour.

Yv^e will pass from thisJlrst controlling object in a

Christian pastor's life, to consider another, which is

secondary to this, though in our work indissolubly

connected with it. I speak of the effect to be pro-

duced upon the souls and the condition of men to

whom we are sent. And I shall define this object to

be, to bring lost men to a living Almighty Saviour,

that they may find eternal life in him. We are to

persuade their grateful acceptance of his boundless

grace, that by the Holy Spirit of God they may be

converted unto him ; united with him ; transformed

after his image ; made partakers of his fullness

;

made one with him by the divine power ; living
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upon liis work of grace and love for tliem ; and bring-

ing forth the fruits of all goodness to his glory.

This is the fnll restoration of man in character and

condition to God ; their new creation in Christ Jesus

;

presenting them perfect, in the fullness of Christ, as

an all-sufficient, unchanging Saviour ; clothed by

him with the garments of his salvation ; covered

with the robe of his righteousness ; and reigning in

life through him, by him, with him forever; made

thus the temples of the Holy Ghost; the restored

children of the living God; renewed in holiness, after

the image of him who hath created them ; and en-

joying the restored presence and glory of a reconcil-

ing God in his kingdom forever.

Thus you now go forth upon your mission, as the

messengers and ministers of the Son of God, to a

world of immortal beings, in the various conditions

of their human life and of their heavenly privileges.

As we behold the multitudes with whom, we meet,

however they may indefinitely vary in the aspects

and elements of personal character and condition,

they present to our view but two distinct classes of

persons. Their separation may not be always per-

fectly discriminated. ButitisrealandactuaL' These

two classes must never, in themselves, be confounded
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by us; nor sliaded off on either side to a third, and a

finally indistinguishable class.

We meet them, and we find them, unaffected by

varied knowledge, talent, or personal claims, in the

reality of their condition by nature or their condition

through grace. They are all either converted or un-

converted in their relation to God. They are believ-

ing or unbelieving in their relation to the appointed

and exalted Saviour. They are the temples of the

Holy Ghost, who dwelleth in them, or they are with-

out, and are resisting and despising, the Spirit of God.

They are the children of God or the children of the

Evil One. They are living in Christ and for Christ,

or they are living without Christ.

This is a division which, in its elements and dis-

tinctions, is vital ; and is unalterable but by divine

power. "VYe can not close our eyes to its observation,

or in our minds refuse its consideration. Our whole

ministry to men, in all its details, must be governed

by it. To each and. to every one of those to whom,

in your pastoral work, you are sent, you have a special

message to bear from your glorified Lord ; differing

in its contents and its application, and with a dis-

tinctly different purpose in view.

Whether in your public or your private ministry,
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you must keep always in mind this vast and vital dis-

tinction among those to whom you minister. It will

regulate your whole work. It will guide you in the

language of exhortation, of direction, or of counsel.

You can not bless those whom God has not blessed.

You can not refuse those whom he has acknowl-

edged and received. You must " take heed that you

offend not one of his little ones;" nor "break the

bruised reeds nor quench the smoking fiax."

With all these, of every class, without reference to

their personal, transitory distinctions, your object is

one—tlie restoration of all in peace to God ; the sal-

yation of all in the fullness of Christ; the sanctifica-

tion of all by the power of the Holy Ghost. To

them all, we cease not to teach and to preach Jesus

Christ the Lord : the living Head, the heavenly Man-

na, which alone can give life to all wlio are in the

world. But our pastoral application, our particular

message of the Word, in its presentation to the varied

persons to whom we are sent, will much vary, accord-

ing to our perception of their special character and

condition. To each must be given their special por-

tion in due season.

I am perfectly aware that multitudes, and many

whose apparent character I am ready to regard with
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sincere respect, will not accede to the precision of my
statement upon this subject. I know that the minds

of many in our time, who claim a special intellectual

cultivation, may be disposed to look with much con-

tempt upon assertions and judgments which seem

to them so completely fanatical and unreasonable.

There is a vast temptation pressing upon those who

desire to gratify, or w^ho shrink from offending; or

who indulge themselves in imaginations of such ad-

vancing liglit and refinement in the generations of

educated men, as shall overturn and banish all such

narrow-minded and old-fashioned distinctions of hu-

man character as the Word of God has made, to with-

hold and refuse such precise and positive statements.

They would dig down these precipitous cliffs of divine

affirmation. They would shade off these antagonistic

colors. They would graduate and neutralize these

disagreeable demands. They Avould claim for men

externally refined a concession of real and acceptable

goodness, which may not belong to those of a coarser

nature or a more ignorant condition.

To such imaginations or aspirations of human

pride or personal vanity you can yield nothing. You

are to speak to all, not according to the wisdom of

men, nor in the words which man's wisdom teachcth,

B2
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but according to tlie wisdom of God, in words wliich

tlie Holy Ghost teachetb. The question, "What is

popular? can never be allowed by us. Oar demand

is. What is true ? You can not forget that God often

chooses the weak things of the world to confound

those which are mighty. And he will never fail, in

his own way, to prosper the fidelity of his servants,

or to honor the faithful ministration of his own Word.

You may meet with painful rejections of your mes-

sage, and with great trials of your fidelity. Eut Jesus

will always honor those who truly honor him.

A very upright and much respected merchant in

Philadelphia, whose wife was an earnest Christian

woman under my ministry, and who was himself often

at church, respectful in his deportment there, and

personally extremely kind and friendly to me, was

suddenly brought to the last hours of his life. At

his wife's request, I visited him in his sickness. I

pressed upon his attention the Saviour's love, and the

salvation offered in him to believing man. He com-

pletely, coldly, almost angrily, rejected my whole ap-

peal, and finally exclaimed, " Sir, it is impossible. God

must have provided some better place than hell for a

man of my respectability." And he turned from me,

and would hear no more.
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I was elsewhere called to the sick-room of an old

and respected physician, who had been most civil and

agreeable to me in social life. To him I carried the

simple message of the Savionr's love ; the full salva-

tion in a glorified Christ. He instantly turned his

back to me, with unconcealable displeasure. " I don't

believe a word of it," he almost screamed. '' Shall I

pray for you V^ I said. " You shall never pray by

me—I will not hear you," he replied. He threw the

bedclothes over his head, and roughly bade me leave

his house. And thus he died.

A wealthy planter in my first country parish had

been one of my chief supporters and friends. I had

often pressed upon him this precious message of the

Gospel, but in vain. At midnight, I was sent for to

visit him as dying. As I came into his room, he

turned to me, with the utmost affection in iiis manner,

but w^ith an expression of real distress, and exclaimed,

" Oh, my dear friend, I did not think it would come

so soon." I tried to present to him still the pardoning

love of Jesus. I knelt by his side and prayed. But

his last words, often repeated, w^ere, " Oh, it is too late.

I did not think it w^ould come so soon."

"We are not always received, but we are not al-

ways rejected, in our personal efforts to save the souls
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of men. A very distinguished man and merchant of

Boston, whose name is still here venerated in his pos-

terity, and who was well known to me in our family

relations, but whom I had not seen since I was a youth

in a counting-house with which he was connected,

met me many years ago in the parlor of a hotel at

one of the Virginia Springs.

I addressed the few visitors and the families on the

Sabbath morning from the words of the Apostle,

" Let us go forth to him without the camp, bearing

his reproach." This gentleman was a man of unsur-

passed aspect and influence and position in society.

But he was one of tiie very men whom I should have

expected to be most likely to be offended with the

earnestness of my exhortation. During the address

he wept in tender emotion, and at the close he came

up and took my hands in his and said, ''What a joy

it is to hear you preach such a Gospel. Every word

went to my heart." But I was then very young in

my work, and he was a man of age and great dignity

in life.

Another very distinguished citizen of Boston, a

high military officer in the state, was in my church

in Xew York on the Sabbath. Preaching on the im-

portance of simplicity in our message from Jesus, I
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said as an illustration, " We must surround the walls

of Jericlio again and again, and blow tliis trumpet of

the Lord, until the walls shall fall." I knew this

gentleman well, and I saw him much moved as I

w^as speaking. He came up to me when the service

was over, and shaking my hand most earnestly, he

said, while shedding tears, " My dear friend, I bless

God, the walls of Jericho have fallen flat. What a

glorious message this Gospel brings."

Now, my young friends, with this heavenly mes-

sage you are charged. It belongs to all. It is divine-

ly arranged for all. All have the right to demand

it, always and in all places, from those who are sent

to preach it. It must be divinely applied to all. It

is a simple message from God, whose ambassadors

you are. Nothing in it is left to man's invention.

When it shall prosper, it is impossible for you to de-

cide. The power is of God alone, by his own accom-

panying Spirit of Grace and Truth. If you are made

the blessed instruments to bring men to Christ, to

edify believing men in Christ, to glorify an exalted

Lord in their salvation—their walk in newness, holi-

ness, usefulness, beneficence of life—the work is whol-

ly his ; and the glory will be his forever.

I pray you never to forget that our success in this
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Tvork is not from the wisdom, the power, the elo-

quence, the magnetism, as it has been called, of par-

ticular men. It is wholly from the presence and

power of the Holy Ghost. In all truly successful

men, it is the power of prayer—the power of humble,

self-renouncing faith—the power of a close, patient,

loving walk with Jesus. This is the power which

will always attend the faithful, simple preaching and

teaching of a crucified and living Saviour—" an his-

toric Christ," as some have profanely called him ; of

the work which our Lord Jesus Christ has personally

done and personally completed ; and the fullness of

the merit and the power of which dwells in him

alone.

We do not preach, as this work of salvation for

man, the work wdiich a ruling Saviour may do suc-

cessively, accretively, as the race and the ages go by

•—the fruits of his divine dominion. But the work

which he has once already done, never to be repeated

;

and the reality of which is increasingly demonstrated

by its living power to bless all who believe it, accept

it, trust it, rejoice in it, and tliankfully look back to

it as the one unchanging fountain from which must

flow all the streams of that river which makes glad

the city of our God.
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This, my dear young friends, is your pastoral work,

in its exalted object. It is to glorify the name and

the work of Jesus ; to lead all men to embrace the

fullness of his love and power ; to build up all in the

unsearchable riches of his grace ; to prepare all for

the fulhiess of liis glory; to make ready a people

prepared for the Lord.

Let me press upon you this threefold object, in

your own personal work for Christ. Let this glorify-

ing of Jesus be the Sun which lights your public

preaching ; the outspreading light which makes cle^ir,

attractive, and effectual your private ministrations;

the dawn of the morning in the cheerful opening of

your life-work for a beloved Saviour; the glowing

beauty and radiance in the Occident of your day com-

pleted. Make this, keep it, tlie calm twilight of your

old age, apparently retiring, but only to reappear in a

higher glory for a nobler day ; when Jesus shall be

ALL for you, in a heavenly rest, as he has been your

ALL in your earthly work of thankfulness, confidence,

holiness, and love.
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LECTURE 11.

September 30, 1873.

My jonng friends, I have attempted, in my previous

lecture, to consider v/ith you the twofold object of a

Christian pastor. Every experiment in which we

shall unite, in speaking or in hearing, will deepen

your impression and enlarge your conception of the

extent and importance of the subjects which we treat,

and of the office for which you desire to be prepared.

You will find it quite impossible for me, in a few

lectures like these, to do more tlian to offer to you a

general guidance and some friendly fraternal sug-

gestions for the anticipation of such a work. With

the sincere desire to do this in an edifying and ac-

ceptable manner, I shall proceed to our second sub-

ject proposed : the necessary qualifications for the

work of a pastor so employed.

As you associate with your fellow-men in the duties

of a pastor's life, you find them arrayed in two classes,

perfectly distinct, and to be accurately discriminated
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in 3'oiu' personal relations to them. They arc ijncon-

VEKTED, perisliing in unpardoned guilt, to be brought

to Jesus by the Holy Ghost for their soul's life;

or they are converted, living really in Christ, to be

edified and instructed in the full knowledo-e of his

salvation, and enjoyment of his favor and presence.

And now we ask. What are the qualifications which

a Christian pastor requires for a work so delicate and

so important as this ? What is he ? What ought he

to be ? And I answer, he needs

:

I. A real humanity^ with all tlie consciousness and

sympathies of man. It is quite remarkable how the

first apostles for the Lord insist upon this entire hu-

manity of their ministry. In all their work, this must

be considered and must not be forgotten. " Stand

up," said Peter to the bending centurion ; " I myself

also am a man." " We are also men of like passions

with you," said Paul to the men of Lystra. " Who
is Paul % who is Apollos ? but ministers, even as the

Lord gave to every man." " We have this treasure

in earthen vessels ; the .excellency of the power is of

God." It is made the definition of a true minister of

Christ, and the reason of his selection, that "he is

compassed about with infirmities, that he may have

compassion on the ignorant, and on them that are out



42 THE OFFICE AND DUTY

of tlie way." This is tlie divine pleasure that by the

mouth of sinful men this great message should be

ministered to a world that is to be saved.

This humanity of the ministry makes an important

element of its power and of its usefulness. When

its trials beset us ; when its responsibilities overwhelm

ns; when its apparent failures disappoint us; and our

hearts are sad and anxious in this survey, we must

look at tlie fruits of this experience. We must not

forget that of our glorious Lord it is said, " Because

the children were partakers of flesh and blood, he

also himself likewise took part of the same."

The whole work and provisions of the Gospel are

addressed to the weakness, the necessities, the expe-

rience of our humanity. Thus all is plain. The

Saviour's love for sinners led him to partake of their

infirmities. And in our ministering the knowledge

of this love to our fellow-men, all our own humanity

is demanded. We must enter into the sorrows which

we would assuage and heal. We must taste of the

infirmities which we are called to alleviate and sus-

tain.

This is by no means a light aspect of our work, or

of the demands which it will make npon ns. It oft-

en taxes our highest powers; demands our utmost
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patience and skill ; exhausts all that we can know or

do; employs our deepest consciousness of personal

sinfulness ; and compels us to renew the remembrance

of the guilt and danger which we have ourselves

tasted and felt. The conscious bitterness of our own

unbelief; the sorrows of our perverse alienation from

God, and rebellion against him, are made the strange

instruments of comfort to others. And we are con-

stantly teaching and encouraging the weak, the weary,

and the desponding, from the sad recollection of our

own wanderings and falls, as earthen and broken ves-

sels. How sweetly the Lord intimates this thought

to Peter :
" I have prayed for thee, that thy faith

fail not. When thou art converted, strengthen thy

brethren."

We never get deeper convictions of personal sin

than in our attempts to console and guide others in

their hours of darkness and guilt. We are never

more truly or effectually made the " sons of consola-

tion" to them than when we are secretly weeping,

in the bitterness of our own souls, over past personal

transgressions, of w^hich they have no consciousness

or knowledge ;
" comforting others by the consola-

tions wherewith we are comforted of God." How
Paul recalled the bitter cruelty of his own career,
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wlien lie vras pouring out his mortal life for the glory

of his Lord and the defense and guidance of his peo-

ple. How often in the history of the Church the

vilest of men, like Augustine and John ISTewton, have

been called to the widest, deepest, and most experi-

mental consolation and instruction of the people of

God.

You have thus to go out upon your life-work as

pastors in the flock of the Great Shepherd, with a

constant reminding, and with a deepening humilia-'

tion under this growling consciousness, that in the

very experience of your humanity you are prepared

to be the comforters of those who find no other friend.

You need not describe the errors and follies of your

life past. But if you have tasted the bitterness of

death; if you have been with Jonah in the deep, with

the weeds of death wrapped around your head; if

you have been consciously in your spiritual state once

dead, and then made alive again by the power of

the Holy Ghost, the very sorrows and sins of your

human history have been a gracious preparation, un-

der the amazing goodness of God, for your deeper

and wider ability to comprehend and to meet the sor-

rows which others bear, and the sins with which they

are laden. This ability is one effective element in
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the usefulness of your pastoral life. You know and

feel and understand all the difficulties, trials, weak-

nesses, and sins wdiicli others meet in striving to gain

their foothold firm on the rock of God's salvation.

II. The Christian pastor must be a converted man.

His important work can not be accomplished by the

wisdom and powder of man in the mere force of his

own intellect, or by his ow^n knowledge of the ameni-

ties and advantao-es of a mere virtuous life. lie croes

out to gather and to feed the flock ^vhich Jesus has

purchased by his own blood. To suppose an uncon-

verted man divinely called to this important work, is

to suppose a w^olf intrusted with the' sheep by an in-

fallible Shepherd—an evil against wdiich the Saviour

most earnestly w^arns. " Ravening w^olves in sheep's

clothing," he calls them. That a man unconverted

should be called in that state to minister the Gospel

of the Son of God by the Lord himself, must be es-

teemed an impossible thing. The experience of a

converted man is essential to the pastoral work. The

whole work depends upon personal qualifications.

The guidance which is to be given calls for a personal

knowledge. On no other basis can the pastor suc-

ceed. A man may be converted after he has entered

upon the ministry. But he can not be a true minister
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of Christ until lie is converted. To confer with an

awakened, anxious mind, or with a sick and suffering

soul, in the mere formalisms of an outward Christian-

ity, is a fearful assumption. The man who is alive to

God will know how to point out the way to others.

lie is at home in this great crisis of immortal life.

He speaks the things which he knows. And the

Spirit of God guides him and follows him with his

new creating power.

Sometimes the directions which are required will

be very peculiar in appearance. I will illustrate this

by an incident which gave me much encouragement

in my early ministry.

At an inquiry meeting which I held in Philadel-

phia, where more than fifty persons were assembled,

I marked a young man, well dressed, but wdtli a flashy

air, w^hich awakened some suspicion of his sincerity,

and I left him imtil the last, when we were left alone

in the room. "For wdiat purpose did you come

here f I said. " To find salvation for my soul," he

replied. "Are you really sincere in this?" I said.

"Perfectly sincere," w^as liis reply. It was late in

the evening ; I said, "Will you meet me in my study

to-morrow evening at eight o'clock ?" " I will," he

said. At the appointed hour I was waiting, and he
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came. He gave me the history of a wild and self-

indulgent life ; of a faithful Christian wife, slighted

in a refusal of her expostulations, and distressed by his

wanderings. I opened to him the w^ay of salvation,

and urged him to embrace it. But he declined to

take any religious stand, though apparently sincere

in his anxiety and desire— w^ithheld apparently by

the opposition of his own pride. After an adequate

conversation and prayer, I said to him, " If you are

really sincere in the wish you express, are you ready

to go home and say to your wife, ' I have lived a

sinful life long enough ; I am determined from this

hour to give up this life of sin, and live for Christ

alone ;' and kneel with her, and pray for the Lord's

blessing and acceptance ?" He w^as silent for a while,

and then replied, " No, I can not." " Then," said I,

" I have nothing more to say." And I took up the

book which I had been reading. Three successive

times I said to him again, " Are you ready now to do

this T At last I heard him draw a heavy sigh, and

saw his eyes glistening with tears. "Will you go

now ?" I said. " I will," he replied, and rushed by

me and departed. I had never seen the young man

before. The next evening w^as one of my weekly

lectures. As I stood in the desk, I saw this young
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mail come in, with a yomig woman leaning on Lis

arm, whom I had often seen there alone weeping : a

woman of a sorrowful spirit. They came forward to

the front bench before me, and knelt together on tlie

floor. When the service was over, I approached them

and said, " Is this your wife ?" He answered, " Yes."

I turned to her and said, '' This young man promised

me last night that he would go home to you, and say

that he was determined to live for Christ, and kneel

and pray with you. Did he do it ?" " He did," said

she. "And how do you feel to-night T I said to him.

" Oh, sir, I am the happiest man in the city of Phila-

delphia." That young man lived to adorn his Chris-

tian stand in a nseful life ; and after a lingering con-

sumption was called to die. Tlie last time I was at

his bedside, I said, " William, do you remember the

evening you were in my study ?" " Eemember it
!"

said lie, raising his wasted hands and arms to his ut-

most reach, " Oh, I shall never forget it through all

eternity. It was the birthday of my soul."

This interesting illustration is by no means singular.

You will often find a truly converted ministry for

Christ thus rewarded. But to be useful ambassadors

for him, you must really understand what conversion

is, and ask and expect the blessing from his gift. To
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be a converting minister, your pastor's life must be

a converted ministry.

Let me present you another illustration.

Some years since I was sent for to visit some stran-

gers at a hotel in New York. They were a widow

lady, whom I had known in South Carolina, and her

son, a young man, who was very ill. I learned from

her that a clergyman whom I knew had visited him,

but had no conversation with him. From this gen-

tleman I received the statement that he found the

young man so much excited and talking so strangely

that it was impossible to hold any conversation with

him, and he therefore only said a prayer at his side

and left him.

I was introduced to the chamber of the young man.

Upon a cot in the middle of the room lay a singular-

ly interesting youth, perhaps twenty years of age.

Beside him sat a female cousin, a young lady about

his own age. His mother said, " Julian, this is Dr.

Tyng." He fixed his earnest black ejes upon me,

and stretched forth both of his hands to me and said,

in the most beseeching tones, " Dear Dr. Tyng, my
mother has often told me about you. I am very sick,

and must die. My mother has always told me I

must be converted. I must be converted. I am not
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converted. Oh, how can I be converted?" These

earnest expressions he repeated several times. I told

him simply of the love and fullness of Jesus ; of the

open way of salvation, in loving and trusting him

;

that real love and faith toward Jesus was the work

of the Holy Spirit, and was conversion. His counte-

nance was the very impression of anxiety and ear-

nestness. I prayed with him for the Saviour's own

teaching and acceptance, and left him. The next

day I called again. He was lying as I had seen

him before, aj)parently in repose. His countenance

was the emblem of perfect peace. He awoke and

welcomed me with the sweetest, loving smile, and

said, ^' Oh, dear Dr. Tyng, I understand it now. Jesus

has forgiven me all. And I truly love him. And

the love of Jesus is conversion. How sweet and

precious it is. Dear mother, I am converted. Am I

not converted ?"

This was the peaceful, heavenly state of his mind

for some days ; and in this he departed, happy and

at rest. His young relative, w^ho was with him, was

converted by the gracious influence of this occasion,

and became a very valuable servant of the Lord.

His brother, who was also there, a young physician,

despised it all, and avowed himself to me an Atheist.
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I present you tliese illustrations of the way in

wliicli the Lord is pleased to honor a ministry which

strives to honor him. This whole point of a truly

converted ministry I wish to impress upon you. The

pastoral ministry requires all the sympathy of a con-

verted man. The whole efficacy of its work is de-

pendent on this. In vain w^ill you attempt to deal

with awakened, convicted, inquiring, anxious minds

without the experience and tenderness which really is

in Christ. The ministry demands the example of a

converted man. One great purpose in the human min-

istry is in the pattern which its truly sanctified char-

acter presents ; so that it can say, " Be ye followers of

me, even as I am of Christ." Others will follow us, if

we truly follow Jesus. The ministry demands the mo-

tives of a converted man. Its trials in a faithful pas-

tor's life are peculiar, unending in time. Oiir diffi-

culties and our warfare change, but they never end

till life itself must end. All shams and pretenses

will die under this pressure. Nothing but the love

of the converted heart for Jesus, and for the souls

of men for whom he died, will keep the heart up to

the work. Every motive will perish, but a real, liv-

ing faith in a Saviour, hiown and loved and chosen^

as our only portion and our only subject.
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III. The Cliristian pastor must be a man called of

God. I can not go with you into a didactic exposi-

tion of a divine call to the ministry in these simple,

practical lectures. It is the infallible testimony of

the Word of God, "No man taketh this honor unto

himself, but he that is called of God." And it must

be to you a most important and impressive subject

for personal examination and thought. " How shall

they preach except they be sent ?"

Such a call to the ministry is the subject of per-

sonal, individual experience. Paul says, " It pleased

God to reveal his Son in me, that I might preach

him among the heathen." In all its aspects, this

divine call is a transaction between the soul and its

Redeemer. It gains its interpretation from the sacred

Scriptures of his inspiration, and the man himself

must feel it and know it.

It can be nothing less than a deep and solemn

conviction and constraint of personal obligation.

" Woe is me, if I preach not the Gospel." You can

never safely look upon the ministry as a profession,

the entrance to which is spontaneous and subject to

choice. It is a disjDensation, an " Oikonomia," a law

of the household of God ; rising above the mere ac-

knowledgment of duty, to an experience of the con-
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straining love of Christ; to an appreciation of the

infinite vahie of the Gospel, which we have been

taught by his own Sj)irit and power, and the joy and

hope of which we have truly and clearly received.

This sense of obligation to Jesus, to the souls of

perishing men, is absolute and constraining. His

precious Gospel has given life to our souls. This is

the life by which we really live. We know its power

;

we feel its truth ; we comprehend its worth ; we must

preach it to our fellow-men. Its unsearchable riches

of grace we must and will proclaim, whatever it may

cost; whatever it may bring of earthly care or of

earthly trial.

The pastoral ministry can be effective only with

such a call from God. What I mean, I wdll take the

liberty to illustrate by a short statement of my own

experience in connection with it; not as a rule for

others, but as partly the source of my own conviction.

After being graduated at Harvard University, I

was for two years in a large East India counting-

house on India Wharf, in Boston. I lived a formally

moral life, though with no real knowledge of a Sav-

iour, nor having any pastoral ministry over me which

could instruct me in his truth. My earthly engage-

ments and prospects, in the engagements whicli I had
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made, ^vere considered by my friends very brilliant

and secure. I was wholly devoted to the demands

and prosperity of my worldly plans, and I had no

want beyond them.

I awoke in the early morning of the 19th of July,

1819, with a voice which seemed to sound in my ear,

with the solemn appeal, "What a wasteful life you

are leading!" I answered in my silent conscience

and heart, " I will live so no longer." I immediately

arose from my bed, and, without dressing, knelt upon

the floor, and gave myself in my poor way to a Lord

whom I did not know, but by whose voice I fully

believed I was called. I went down as usual to my

business. But my whole mind and purposes and

plans were changed. The world of wealth had passed

out of my view. A load of sin pressed upon my

heart. But I knew no outward instructor who could

comprehend my wants or guide my way. Thus I

groped for days, without one earthly comforter.

ISTearly opposite the head of this street in which

we are assembled, adjoining the Treraont House, you

may see a small quadrant spot of grass inclosed. It

is all that remains of a large and beautiful yard,

which was then the residence of Mr. Adam Babcock,

one of the leading men of Boston in that day. The
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wliole residue of the property Las been incorporated

in the site of the hotel. In that court-yard dwelt a

retired nurse, long in the family, in rooms prepared

for her. She was a venerated Christian w^oman, who

was familiarly called by all the branches of the fam-

ily Aunt Minott. Some of my young female con-

nections told her the strange news that "Stephen

Tyng w^as out of his head in thinking and talking

about religion." The old lady sent a message desir-

ing to see me. She was a Methodist. The family,

like myself, had always been in the congregation of

Trinity Church. Her Christian home was "Brom-

field Lane Methodist Chapel." That old lady was

the first Christian friend I found who knew a Sav-

iour's love, understood a Saviour's Gospel, and could

enter into my heart, having received this Gospel nei-

ther by man nor from man. With her I could talk

of Jesus, and not be deemed insane.

A single month passed before, under the pressure

and guidance of that Spirit by whom I had been

called, I left all the business of earth and gave my-

self simply and wholly to my Saviour's work. I was

considered insane by many, in a world which looked

only to its own things. I have no doubt that many

of my friends really lamented over me as insane.
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But wlietlier I was beside myself, it was to God. I

gave np all the prospect of wealth before me, and de-

termined to preach my Saviour's Gospel. My dear

father, with whom I lived, replied to my proposal of

this change; "Are you crazy? You are throwing

away the most brilliant prospects of any young man
in Boston." I answered :

" I was never more sane in

my life, sir. I can not help it. I know that I am

called to preach the Gospel. I know that there is

some place between here and the Eocky Mountains

for me to preach my Saviour's love. I am going un-

til I find it." The venerated man was overv^-helmed.

" Well," said he, " you will spoil a first-rate merchant

to make a very poor parson." " It may be so, sir

;

but I must go." He was spared to me for ten years

after that interview, to value most highly my poor

attempts, to encourage with the utmost affection my
efforts in the Saviour's cause, and to gain part of his

consolation in death from my grateful ministry.

This was " my manner of entering in."

I sincerely, deeply felt that I was called to preach

this precious Gospel. More than fifty-four years have

since passed by, and I can not say that I have ever

had one doubt of the Gospel which I preach, or of

the fact that I have been called of God to preach it.
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With great self-abasement, but with entire confi-

dence, I can truly adopt the language of St. Paul

:

" When it pleased God, who separated me from my
mother's womb, and called me by his grace to reveal

liis Son in me, that I might preach him, immediately

I conferred not with flesh and blood."

I really do not speak of this in vain boasting, but

humbly to illustrate what I understand and mean

when I say to be an effective Christian pastor you

must be " called of God." You must be taught the

way by a heavenly power, and willingly go where

his Providence shall send you, spending and being

spent, publicly and from house to house, that you may

bring sinners to the knowledge of a Saviour's love,

and build up his saints in their most holy faith ; by

his grace preventing you, going before you, giving

you the good-will, and v^orking with you in carrying

out that will to good effect.

Thus qualified by the sympathies of a loving man-

hood—by the new creating power of the Holy Ghost

truly converted—by a conscious, satisfying call from

Christ your Lord to your important work—you may

become thus far prepared to be effective, faithful

Christian pastors for the flock of Christ.

lY. The Christian pastor must be a man of a sym-

C2
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patliizing nature and habit. It is impossible to im-

agine a hard man—a censorious, fault-finding man

—

a man fretful, easily annoyed—a man taking gloomy

views of men and things, of divine providence and

guidance—to be an effective, useful pastor. How sim-

ply and tenderly the apostle describes the oflSce, as he

had felt it and had endeavored to execute it !
" We

were gentle among you, even as a nurse cherisheth

her children. Being affectionately desirous of you,

we were willing to have imparted unto you, not the

Gospel of God only, but also our own souls, because ye

were dear unto us." "We exhorted, comforted,charged

every one of you, as a father doth his children."

This is a temper which does not become fatigued

or worried with the unceasing calls upon a pastor's

sympathy, consideration, and effort. I think there

is no employment on earth which involves the same

amount and variety of occupation and care. There

is no question or interest of domestic, social, or per-

sonal life which does not come before a faithful pas-

tor's mind and notice, with some particular and press-

ing demand in the ]3roseeution of his appointed work.

He must care for all, jplan for all, hear with all, and

strive to " become all things to all men, that by all

means he may save some."
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To meet all these demands effectively, he must

maintain the constant life and power of religion in

his own heart ; the life of God in his own soul. lie

must grow in an increasing sense of his own personal

need. He will meet with many trials of temptation

and of temper, which will show him what manner

of man he is, w^hether easily provoked, self-indulgent,

and unyielding, or whether he is really becoming

forbearing, patient, disinterested, and gentle.

He must grow in an enlarging perception of the

fullness and blessedness of a Saviour's love. ISToth-

ing can sustain him amid all the worrying trials of a

pastor's life but a deeper work of this twofold growth

of true piety ;. the stock of the one bearing a ripening

humility, and the branches of the other blooming

and waving with a higher, brighter, more abiding

and precious hope.

All acceptable ministry rests upon this twofold ex-

perience. We can not effectively, privately teach be-

yond the line of our own personal attainments and

real sympathy of feeling. When we get beyond that

which we have felt and seen, I will by no means

say that all our teaching is false and a sham, because

it may be perfectly sincere in its motive and desire.

But it is a mere lecture from second-hand informa-
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tion. "We are telling the things which we have heard,

and of which we really know little. Onr own deep-

ening experience of the need and power of the Gospel

is essential to om- advancing usefulness. We become

the more qualified to be the guides, helpers, and teach-

ers of others as we suffer and gain the more for our-

selves.

This twofold power of our ministry, wherever we

may be in our pastoral work, depends upon the reality

of this growing sympathy. We sometimes receive

very severe lessons of peculiar ministerial experience,

to test and to increase our forbearance and our pas-

toral strength and usefulness. Among the many rules

for a useful and happy life in the ministry which my

venerable relative and teacher. Bishop Griswold, gave

me in my studies with him, one was, " Kever vindicate

yourself." I do not know that I have ever violated this

rule in a single personal instance. Every pastor will

meet with some trials which will demand and test it.

In my first permanent charge, in the southern part

of Maryland, there was one man of commanding in-

fluence and wealth, from whom a large proportion

of my support had been derived. Circumstances en-

tirely beyond my control led to his personal aliena-

tion from me, and excessive persecution of me. He
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publicly defamed me, by charging mc with lying.

I took no personal notice of the charge. When one

neighbor after another am.ong the planters of a wide

country parish came to me to ask the truth of his

statements, I made but one reply :
" Go, ask Mr. C.

himself." " But he has already said so. What is tlie

use of going to him V was the answer. " Well, if I

should contradict, I should simply throw the charge

of falsehood upon him. What should I gain by that ?'

Five years of that persecution i3assed, in which he

yielded nothing. It cost me much of comfort and

peace. I removed* at that time to Philadelphia.

There, some months after, I received a letter from

my successor, saying, " Mr. C. is very ill, and can not

live. lie begs me to write to you for him, and ask

your forgiveness before he dies. lie is filled with

bitter remorse. He says he has never ceased to re-

spect you during the whole period of his persecution

of you, and that he can not die in peace without re-

ceiving your forgiveness." On the outside of the let-

ter was a memorandum of the hour of his death.

You can judge the comfort which I received from

the remembrance that I had never avenged myself,

even by words, nor been suffered to be cast down by

the distress of the persecution.
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Thus ill our own suffering we are made to nnder-

stand the sympathy of personal endurance. But, be-

yond this, there will be an active sympathy demand-

ed from you in every variety of human woe. 'No

class or station of those to whom you minister will

be found released from burdens or sorrow. The

troubles may often be imaginary in their source ; but

the sorrow and the suffering are always real. You

must not only appear to sympathize, but your heart

must really go out, " weeping with those who weep,

and rejoicing w^ith those w^lio do rejoice."

The widow and the fatherl^s, the poor and the

neglected, the downcast and the forgotten, the sick

and the sorrowing ; those for whom no other man will

care, and whom no otlier man wdll help ; the convict-

ed, the persecuted, and the sinning, are all the por-

tion of your inheritance, and you must sympathize

with all.

If you have no heart for all this line of outward

demand upon your time, your thought, and your af-

fections, the pastor's office is not your gift. What

a perfect description you have of what a successful

pastor really enjoys, and of w^hat a faithful pastor re-

ally does, in the 29th chapter of Job. What can

more perfectly describe the unfailing sympathy of
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whicli I am speaking? "I delivered the poor that

cried, and the fatherless, and him that had none to

help him. The blessing of him that Avas ready to

perish came npon me. I caused the widow's heart

to sing for joy. I was a father to the poor, and the

cause whicli I knew not I searched out." The apostle

Paul brings all the illustrations of this fine testimony

upon an evangelical basis of description and expe-

rience when he says, " Who is weak, and I am .not

weak ? who is offended, and I burn not ? I will veiy

gladly spend and be spent for you, though the more

abundantly I love you the less I be loved." " I seek

not yours, but you."

I would u]'ge you, my young friends, watch over,

cultivate this spirit of coterminous sympathy with tlie

sufferings and the sorrows of all whom the Lord shall

commit to your charge, and so illustrate the mind

and fulfill the will of Christ, your Great Example

and Lord.

Y. Besides all these, and through them all, the true

Cheistian pastoe must be a ;patient man ; enduring,

in all long-suffering and patience, the ignorance and

the infirmities of others. Perhaps I have seen parish

difficulties arise as often from the impatience of min-

isters, as from the discontent or the hostility of the
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people. A sensitive and weary student is often very

little able to contend with the petty annoyances of

local life.

I knew an nnhealable breach made between a very

distinguished minister and a contiguous neighbor,

which ended in the removal of the former, from the

killing of the minister's chicken by the layman's son.

" Behold, how great a matter a little fire kindleth."

A clergyman of some celebrity called on me with

this statement :
" I am in great difiiculty in my

parish; all the w^omen have turned against me."

"Well," said I, "then you must certainly go. No

man can stand in a nseful ministry against the hos-

tility of all the women. But what has been the cause

of so much difficulty ?" He replied :
" The organist

in my church is a young lady belonging to one of the

best families in the parish. Her mother is the leader

of the choir. The choir is a voluntary one, under

their direction. They all serve without pay. One

Sunday, when I was going from the vestry-room into

the church, I heard the organist playing a very light

and improper tune, as a voluntary. I rose from my
private prayer, and, turning to the organist, I said,

' Stop that music—I will not have A7inie Laurie

l^layed in my church.' They were all so offended



OF A CHRISTIAN PASTOE. C5

that none of tliem came in the afternoon ; and since

that all the families have taken it up, and there is so

much difficulty that I know not what to do." Yv^hat

could I say to him under the circumstances, but

" the sooner you remove from there, the better both

for you and the church ?"

A man who could so foolishly and coarsely give

offense could not have discretion enough to avoid

offense in the future. All mere circumstantial ad-

vice would have been lost on such a man. He re-

moved to another state, and has since departed.

An impatient, hasty man can do nothing as a pas-

tor. He may be esteemed, perhaps, as a very fine

preacher, and be acceptable in that office while an

uncxamining popularity attends him. But such a

man can do nothing as a pastor. He is too self-seek-

ing to be sympathizirfg ; too explosive to be patient.

He will find endless quarrels with vestries, trustees,

and committees—with women and families—imtil

his peace has gone, his reputation has been destroyed,

his presence is unsought, and his whole heart is worn

out. The best excuse you v/ill ever hear of him is

the equivocal defense, " The poor man is too sensi-

tive to be happy or useful."

The trials of patience, of self-possession, for a
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faithful pastor are sometimes very great. He is oft-

en, as Jude says, ''' pulling men out of the fire." As

Paul describes it, " Fighting with beasts at Ephesus."

But even in such a crisis, a faitliful, patient, self-pos-

sessed pastor will always succeed at last. Let me

give you an illustration of such a trial.

A very fashionable and wealthy family were pro-

fessedly under my care in Philadelphia, but living

wholly in the world and for the world. By the bless-

ing of God, the Word reached the hearts of the

mother and the eldest daughter, a young woman.

They were converted. Their whole manner of life

was changed. The ball-room was renounced; the

prayer-meeting was adopted. The life of fashion

gave way to a life of faith. The father was a mer-

chant, of wealth and great social ambition ; he had

delighted much in the beauty and style of his wife

and daughter. His indignation was intensely aroused

by their change of character and life ; his anger knew

no bounds. He watched the gates of the church, to

prevent their attendance by authority and force.

When we received them to their public Christian

profession, we were obliged to admit them through

the back window of the basement in the church.

These painful circumstances required all of a pas-
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tor's wisdom to visit, to counsel, and to aid tliem.

One night, at a very late hour, as I was retiring to my
rest, and my family were all withdrawn, a sudden

ring of- my door-bell summoned me to answer the ap-

peal. It was a servant of this lady, who said, " Mrs.

B. wishes you to come immediately to her house."

She could give me no further account. I prepared

myself to go, telling my wife whither I was going.

I supposed that I should meet some scene of vio-

lence, and I knew not what might be the result to

me.

I was admitted to the house by the same servant

who came for me. A single lamp lighted the hall.

All seemed dark beyond. I was led into the front

parlor, where, seated upon a sofa behind the door, I

saw this man, with his face covered with his hand-

kerchief, and his wife sitting at his side. She sim-

ply said, " Mr. B. thought he would like to see you,

and I took the liberty to send." With that he ex-

claimed in broken accents, " I wish to know wheth-

er there can be salvation for a wretch like me."

" Surely," said I. "But what has led you to ask such

a question of me ?" " This angel woman," said he.

" I thought you the blackest of human beings. You

had broken up the peace of my house. You had
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alienated my wife and daughter from me. I deter-

mined to kill yon. I have watched at the corner of

your street several nights to shoot you, but you did

not come by. I have beaten this angel in my anger.

I have dragged her through these rooms by the hair

of her head; but she has never spoken one harsh

word to me. She has prayed for me ; she has been

more loving to me than ever before ; and I can stand

it no longer. Can there be salvation for a wretch

like me ?" His wife tried in vain to moderate the

language of his appeal.

This man united with his wife and daughter in

their Christian profession, and became to me a firm

and useful friend. By God's blessing, patience had

its perfect work ; and his house seemed to them all

perfect and entire, wanting nothing.

In the same revival in our church, another very

similar man, not quite so violent, treated his wife,

under like circumstances, with intense ridicule. lie

called her, at his ow^n table and before her children,

"My little Jesus Christ." Of him I heard nothing

better than continued reproach. So far as I knew,

he maintained his bitter infidelity to the end. But I

ceased not to uphold his persecuted wife with encour-

agement and consolation to the utmost of my power.
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A Christian pastor's patience mnst endure through

all such scenes and trials. His sympathy must nev-

er fail. His watchful earnestness must never cease.

Unwearied at all times, night and day, in season and

out of season, bearing all things with unfailing love.

With a spirit and habit so maintained, he may be

permitted to reach large blessings from his toil. With-

out this, prophecies must fail, tongues must cease,

knowledge must vanish away.

The wise son of Sirach says :
" My son, if thou

come to serve the Lord, prepare thy soul for tempta-

tion." Without all patience and long-suffering, as

well as sympathy, knowledge, and labor, you will nev-

er be able to accomplish or to endure the demands

of a Christian pastor's work.

YI. To all these most important qualifications, I

shall add refined and gentle manners and lidbits.

The Christian pastor must be a gentleman, in the

moral derivation of that title. True Christianity in

its practical manifestation is refined humanity, in its

emotions, conceptions, desires, as well as in its habits.

Too really right to be assuming ; too consciously

dignified to be pretentious or foppish ; too clear and

exalted in spirit to be careless or dirty or offensive in

personal habits. Innately conscious of the proprie-
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ties of personal relations. ]S[ot " despising dominions,

nor speaking evil of dignities." Perhaps there is oft-

en more real pride in vulgar indifference to propriety

of manners, to places, and persons, than there is in the

cultivation of the most fastidious regard to little rela-

tive proprieties of civilized life.

The Christian pastor is admitted, by the respect and

courtesy of civilized society, to families in every sta-

tion as an equal friend. He may associate with the

best bred and the most cultivated families with whom

he meets, receiving their cheerful and happy welcome.

And he is wholly unfitted for his place and duty if

he disgusts by his boorish habits ; offends by his

coarse and undignified familiarities; or discards the

controlling amenities and refinements of cultivated

society.

" I tread on the pride of Plato," said Diogenes, as

he walked across the Persian carpet which covered

the floor of the philosopher. " Yes, and with more

pride than Plato," answered the philosopher to the

Cynic.

Perhaps you may smile, if I give you a few little

illustrations of unrefined habits, in some things, which

have come under my notice. But John "Wesley did

not think it beneath his high sphere of duty to give
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particular instructions to liis preacliers, even liow they

should leave their beds and chambers in the morn big,

when they had enjoyed the hospitality of friends.

"Within my knowledge, a minister who was lodged

in the best chamber of a Christian lady, who had wel-

comed him with much pleasure to her house, painful-

ly disgusted her when she found in the morning that

he had taken the nice embroidered covering from her

bureau to wipe his face and hands, though a rack of

clean napkins was openly in the chamber.

A minister once officiating for me v/iped his nose

and face in the midst of the public worship with the

sleeve of a clean linen surplice, instead of his own

handkerchief, to the great abhorrence of many who

saw him.

A minister in commencing his public prayer in a

highly furnished pulpit, in my sight, took out of his

mouth a large piece of tobacco, and laid it down upon

tlie marble slab which finished the desk, and when

his prayer was finished deliberately put it into his

mouth again.

I could narrate many such illustrations of coarse

and disgusting habits and acts. But I have no doubt

that many such violations of propriety in personal de-

portment have been known to you all. I would have
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you realize that these are not trifling or mere artificial

things, peculiar to the habits and tastes of a single

class of society. Kefined and gentle habits are even

more demanded in ofiiciating among the poor than

among the rich. There is a sense of propriety among

the least educated and the most limited in earthly

means, which shrinks just as instinctively from coarse-

ness and roughness, from vulgar ways and rude hab-

its, and which is imj^ressed just as really by the man-

ners and deportment of well-bred and careful persons,

as among the richest families with whom you will

associate.

Affected contempt for all these external things, as

they are sometimes called, may become the disciples

of a down-treading infidelity. But such indifference

is wholly repulsive to the refining purposes, princij)les,

and habits of trne Christianity.

A well-educated young preacher of my acquaint-

ance visited at her request an aged Christian woman,

whose circumstances in outward life were very limit-

ed. After his departure, her spontaneous exclama-

tion was, " Dear bless you. How sweet he is. Why,

he is all sunshine." The kind and graceful manners

of the young minister did her good, like a medicine.

I was once with a gentleman in the church of the
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celebrated Dr. Bedell, of Philadelphia, who was ex-

tremely impressed by his personal aspect, apart from

his ability as a preacher. He said to me afterward,

" Dr. Bedell is the finest specimen of the manners of a

clergyman, of pulpit manners, that I have ever seen."

Perhaps there was never a minister v/ho was a more

perfect example of a real, tender, pure, loving, unpre-

tending. Christian pastor than Dr. Bedell. He was

a perfect St. John, in that special imitation of his

divine Lord ; associating with all as an equal, and

making all to feel as w^holly equal to him in his

society. I pray you, do not accustom yourselves to

think these elements of no importance in your pastor-

al life.

I must conclude this review of selected qualifica-

tions for a useful pastor's life and work. The value

of a faithful cultivation of all these you will here-

after fully estimate. But they must be acquired at

the beginning. The certainty of an acceptable and

successful ministry will grow out from them.

With a conscience and heart rightly directed ; with

a mind enlightened and taught by the Spirit of God

;

with a scheme of motives sanctified and elevated;

with habits of personal religion fixed and real ; with

a communion with your exalted Saviour cultivated

D
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and established ; with a sincere love for the souls

whom he hath redeemed, implanted and cherished

within you; with your consciousness of human in-

firmities awakening a brother's interest in all around

you ; with a real conversion, w^hich has brought your

whole soul and life into living unity with Christ your

Lord; with an undoubted call by the Holy Ghost,

which has separated you to the work to which your

Lord has appointed you ; with a tender sympathy, an

unwearied patience, a generous and friendly spirit,

and genial and refined manners in the sight of all

among whom you dwell—your morning will be fall

of promise
;
your whole career will be happiness con-

tinued—owned by God, honored by men
;
your ret-

rospect will be gratitude and peace. The sun which

has shined sweetly through the day will sink in a re-

pose honored and beloved, and always remembered

wdth delight when evening comes.

But all this depends, not on genius—not on unusual

brilliancy of talent—but on a simple, persevering,

earnest fidelity to Christ your Lord, which works con-

tentedly, thankfully, happily, in every place and in

every relation, because it works every where for him.

These are the qualifications which fade not, fail not,

disappoint not, discom^age not. With these, you will
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all be made vessels of honor, meet for the Master's

use, because you are proved to be every where vessels

of the Holy Ghost, by whom Christ is formed in you

the hope of glory, and through whCse power Jesus

dwelleth in you, and you in him.
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LECTURE III.

October 1, 1873.

My young friends, in the two previous lectures I

have dwelt upon the object and the qualifications

of the Christian pastor in the fulfillment of his im-

portant ofiice and work.

I propose now to speak of the insteuments which

he is to employ in the practical fulfillment of this

work. Siij^pose his object to be clearly defined and

understood ; his qualifications to be ample and ap-

propriate ; himself ready to undertake his responsible

ofiice and duty in the variety of practical, personal

demands which it must necessarily make upon him.

The question immediately arises, as a most pressing

one, How shall he be made able to fulfill the wide

and varied demands which are to be made upon his

thought and skill ? There are manifestly two sepa-

rate provisions needed by him—appropriate instru-

ments for his appointed purpose, and skill to use them

successfully.
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There is scarcely a more helpless person than a

youthful pastor in his ik'st j^ersonal connection with

the souls for whom he is to watch, and whom he has

been called to feed. To preach the sacred Word in

public, with a few prepared sermons, is easy and

pleasant, and scarce involves any anxiety. To deal

alone with individuals—awakened, anxious, suffering

souls— demands a w^isdom and discernment which

will rarely be found in the opening of a young man's

w^ork in this important ministry. It is to stand, in

conscious weakness and ignorance, to meet all the

wants of an immortal being in a crisis which we but

little understand. It may well alarm and cast down

the timorous and halting mind. And yet, if we go

forward in the spirit of conscious sincerity, leaning

upon our appropriate and promised help from the

gracious Saviour wdio has sent us, we rarely fail ; w^e

are soon enlarged, instructed, and enabled to go for-

ward with success.

I well remember my first experience of this search-

ing demand. At nineteen years of age I had just

entered upon my regular cand;dateship and study at

Bristol, Rhode Island. I was even then a constant

preacher. Coming out of church one Sunday even-

ing after a very solemn service by the venerable
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Bishop Griswold, during which he broke entirely

down, and was conducted oiit of church before the

service was regularly concluded, I saw a company of

persons gathered round a large square pew in the

middle aisle. As I joined them, I savv^ a young wom-

an under deep distress of mind, and I was asked to

speak to her. I will not attempt to repeat the follies

of my attempt. Perhaps I did not appear to others

so foolish as I seemed to myself. But if I had been

called to command and steer a ship, I should hardly

have felt more incompetent. And yet that very

mortification was very instructive to me for my then

coming work—it made a part of my preparation for

teaching many.

But I can say most truly to you now, that no de-

mand in life can be more serious and searching as

an employment than this spiritual dealing with awak-

ened souls. And this is one most important depart-

ment of a pastor's life. The Holy Sj^irit alone can

give the ability accurately and usefully to deal with

it. But HE will instruct and bless the feeblest ef-

fort of sincerity in tlie Lord's service. And while

you go forward in your Master's work with a true

and faithful heart—whether as messengers to call, as

watclnnen to protect, or as pastors to feed and pro-
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vide for tlie cliildren of God—there will be a divine

power always attending you, applying tlie word which

you speak in conscious feebleness, with living ener-

gy, and giving you increasing encouragement every

day.

I will illustrate this fact by the next experience of

mine to the mortifying one already ^stated. That

very Sunday night was the last of the Bishop's preach-

ing for more than eight weeks. There was no other

one besides me to be his substitute, and to maintain

the public and private worship and the meetings of

the church. And this was the commencement of a

very remarkable revival of religion, which, under that

head, I shall hereafter describe. Within a few days

I was called to visit a poor sailor-boy who was ill in

a consumption. He had been a wild, wandering

youth from his childhood. When I first saw him in

this bed of poverty and distress, he seemed to me

as spiritually ignorant as the Greenlanders among

whom, in his whaling voyages, he had been. I ques-

tioned in my own mind whether he was competent

to be taught the precious truths of the Gospel. With

his widowed m.other he lived alone, utterly destitute

and deserted, in a small, wretched cottage in the out-

skirts of the town.
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But \vonderful was the lesson wliicli God had gra-

ciously prepared for me at that bedside of poverty

and distress. I daily read to him the precious Word

of God. I told him of the love of Jesus to the lost

and the wretched. I prayed by his bedside every

day. My whole heart went out to him in loving

sympathy and earnestness. Divine light from the

Saviour's countenance soon burst upon him and upon

me with heavenly brightness. This poor, outcast

boy, emaciated, with his bones literally wearing

through his skin, was filled with the Holy Ghost, with

all joy and peace in believing. The gracious Spirit,

in teaching him, was every day teaching me yet

more and more abundantly.

The poor youth partially recovered, and in the

opening spring vv^as able to be out. He was visited

and encouraged by others. His case became well

known in the chur(;h. Some months after, I was

conducting one of the Conference meetings of the

church. In the dim light, in the extreme part of the

hall, a man arose and asked permission to give an ac-

count of the Lord's dealing with him. He told his

story with a deep, hollow voice, but in language of

singular simplicity and beauty. Every heart was

moved ; every eye wept in grateful sympathy. It
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was my poor sailor -boy, whom I had thought too

ignorant to be taught. But he had become, nnder

the blessing of God, my teacher. Soon after this

he departed, with the clearest hope in Jesns, and

with an intense, absorbing love for his divine Re-

deemer.

The history and exj)erience of that sailor-boy have

been to me a perennial comfort and joy in my con-

stant remembrance of him. So far as I know, he

was the first fruits of my boyish ministry, and he has

been a divinely appointed guide to me, in my mem-

ory of him, through all my years succeeding. I have

never since doubted the power or the fullness of that

exalted Saviour to raise the most sunken, or to trans-

form to an angel of light the most darkened and ig-

norant of the lost children of sorrow and sin. The

torch of divinely imparted hope and confidence, which

was lighted at the side of that poor boy's bed, has

never fallen from my hand, in a ministry since so

largely demanded and tried.

What, then, are the instkiiments by which such a

ministry is to be carried out ? I do not now speak

of the POWEK, by which alone, with any instruments

employed, we can obtain a blessing. Eut what are

the instruments in the use of which we may justly

D2
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expect that blessing—the accredited instruments of a

pastor's work ?

I. I answer, first, the woed of god thorouglily he-

lieved. I empliasize this word. We may truly apply

the divine testimony to this case, " Whatsoever is not

of faith, is sin." As pastors, we are sent to teach this

heavenly truth, the Word of the living God. It is

our duty to feed the souls committed to us with the

bread of God, here provided, for giving life to the

souls of men. We go with this inspired Word, in

our hands, -in our memories, in our hearts. We do

not, we can not go beyond this Word of the Lord,

less or more. We receive it, as Paul received, as

"given to us, by the inspiration of God." Every

word of it is good, as the Lord hath appointed it, and

as it was " spoken by men, who were moved by the

Holy Ghost." It is, to our implicit and entire faith,

just as clearly and truly a revelation from God,

turning upon the poles of everlasting truth, as if the

Book we hold were the single copy in the world,

given from God, expressly to us, and we had received

it, as Moses, in the burning mount of Arabia, or as

John, from the opened heaven, in the glowing soli-

tude of Patmos.

AVhatever thorough or searching study we are able
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to give, of manuscripts and versions, of collateral

testimonies and subsequent objections, will undoubt-

edly be a part of our preparation for our work. But

all that work of preparing and examining, necessary

as it is, must be entirely separate from this actual

preaching in the parlor, or teaching by the bedside,

and in personal conversation with the ignorant and

inquiring.

The pulpit, even, is no place for the discussion of

the authority of a message, or for any apologetic de-

fense of the Word of salvation which we are sent to

proclaim. We are ambassadors for Christ, not to

argue the authority of our commission, nor to heed

the reproaches or the objections of those to whom
w^e are sent on this errand of the Lord. Even there,

there is no worth, nor will there be any advantage

in this time-serving concession.

I was in company once with a well-educated gen-

tleman in one of the Southern States, who had heard,

from a minister of some repute, a long sermon, ad-

dressed to a large congregation of country people, on

the evidences of Christianity. He acutely remarked,

in reference to the defects of the sermon, " One of the

strongest evidences of the divine origin of the Gospel

to me is that it stands, and has stood, through ages
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of sucli inadequate preaching." To his view, the

preacher was called to preach the Gospel, and not to

defend the authority with which it came.

But if we should concede that this outside work

at any time becomes the pulpit, it has no place in

this pastoral work. In that, we go with the clear,

calm resting of our minds and hearts upon the cer-

tainty and fullness of this Word of God. We read-

ily impart all the information we ha^'e ; we freely

tell all we know ; we aid, as far as we are able, all

the infirmities we meet; but our one instrument is

the absolute truth of the Gospel. Our message is the

love, the death, the glory of Jesus. Our authority is

the everlasting Word of God. Our employment is

instruction, not discussion. Our power is in the great

truth which we are sent to preach, and in the attend-

ing guidance of the Spirit, who blesses and applies

it. The more simply you tell the fullness of your

Master's love, far the better is your work for all, and

especially for the educated and the reflecting portion

of your hearers.

But when "we come to this work of private minis-

tration, this daily pastor work, in proportion to our

faith and our reality, in the use of the Word of God

is our success. All doubts and questions must be left
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behind. We are to go upon a direct, divine, per-

sonal mission, with minds thoroughly established in

the truth we teach, imparting it in the simplest and

clearest way to all to whom we are sent, as adapted

to their particular case and need. And you will al-

ways find that the children of God delight in the

lano:uao;e of their Father's Word and their Father's

home.

In my pastoral rounds in a Southern country par-

ish, I visited a widow lady whose afflictions had been

very great. Her only daughter, a lovely young com-

panion in her solitude, I had buried but a few months

before. She had since lived entirely alone. I found

her in bed, with a large Bible spread out before her

in v/hich she was reading. I expressed my pleasure

in finding her so employed. " My precious Bible,"

she said; "what should I have done this long and

lonely winter without my Bible ? I have had none

to talk with but that dear Saviour who speaks to me

in this precious Book." This is an illustration of the

way in which Jesus speaks in his own Word, and

gives us new encouragement to rest upon it.

Go out thus in your pastor work, with the Word

of God, thoroughly believed, steadfastly, gratefully

adopted—never yielded, never allowed to be c[ues-
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tioned or doubted in your mind. The more stead-

fast and absolute you are in this, the more abundant-

ly and really will your work prosper, and your souls

be blessed.

II. A second, most important instrument in your

pastor work will be a jpersoiial Jcnowledge of the

Gospel, clearly understood and clearly expressed. I

have lately seen the phrase "The plan of salvation"

ridiculed, as a form of expression, by a very popular

public speaker. There is, notwithstanding, a very

clear, consistent, and well-defined plan of salvation in

the Word of God. Let us not forget that salvation

for m.an must be wholly an external work—by an

agency separate from man. Xo man can save him-

self. If he be not lost, ruined, and in despair, there

can be no real desire for salvation, nor any effective

sense of its need. The soul can not find salvation in

its own duties or attainments, nor in forms or sacra-

ments or religious usages and observances. To di-

rect a man to his own strength or works for salva-

tion is but telling him to pull himself out of the ditch,

into which he has fallen, by the hair of his own head.

Yet in this skeptical and self-confident age there is

a fearful amount of this retroverting and introvert-

ing direction suggested to men.
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But we can not go forth upon any sclieme of this

kind. The work which we need, and to which we

must direct, is not by human might or power, but by

the Spirit of the living God. The edifying and nour-

ishing truth, the truth which gives hfe to the perish-

ing soul, is always and only the glorious and finished

work of tiie Lord Jesus Christ, embraced by a living

faith in the mind, the heart, the conscience of man.

The soul can not feed upon any other than this liv-

ing manna, this bread of everlasting life. And the

wisdom, the power, the discrimination of the pastoral

ministry are here displayed.

The family of a very sick lady in my flock, during

a temporary absence of mine, sent for a neighboring

minister to visit her within a few hours of her death.

She was beyond the reach of conversation, and he

did not attempt that. But he proceeded to admin-

ister the sacrament of the Lord's Supper to her, in

this almost insensible condition, probably while she

was wholly unconscious of his design. Her daugh-

ters told me that she died with the bread in her

mouth, and with the wine dripping over her cheeks,

with her lips closed against it.

This was his exercise of a pastor's work in such

an extremity. It seemed to me almost a blasplie-



88 THE OFFICE AND DUTY

mous perversion. Many similar illustrations of the

varied perversions of a Gospel ministry might be

given. The skepticism of one will rest in duties and

virtues of man. The formalism of another will pro-

pose outward rites and ceremonies. The true Chris-

tian pastor, in private as in public, preaches and

teaches of the glorious finished work of Jesus, and

of Jesus only. The precious evangelical message

which he carries is the glad tidings of the glorious

fullness of a Saviour's work, the completeness of a

Sa^dour's offering, and the merit of a Saviours right-

eousness, to be received, accepted, and rejoiced in by

grateful, believing man. And the power of the Holy

Spirit of God will attend this faithful ministration

of the Gospel, and open and apply the message, to

the salvation and the joyful experience of the be-

lieving soul.

This is our message and our instrument. By the

bedside of sickness, in the house of afiliction, in all

the anxious trials to which we minister, we are to tell,

in the simplest terms, of that one gracious, all-sufficient

Kedeemer, by whose death the sinner has been ran-

somed ; in whose precious blood the soul is to be

v^'ashed and cleansed ; by whose perfect righteousness

the believer is to be justified; and by whose infinite
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power the pardoned soul is to be carried on through

grace to glory.

We are to go every where and to every one with

this message of life eternal in the only-begotten Son

of God. This is God's merciful provision, and this is

our effectual instrument. He has given to us to un-

derstand and to value the message, to believe in its

authority, to feel its power, and to be willing to suf-

fer its reproach. In the faithful fulfillment of this

divinely appointed work we are always caused, by the

blessing of God, to triumph in Christ Jesus our Lord.

And we suffer nothing to divert us, or to repel us, from

the utterance of this one grand message—a full, free,

and everlasting salvation, for every soul of man to

whom the message comes, and by whom it is received,

in the perfect, unchangeable fullness of a personal,

exalted, glorious Saviour.

For this persevering simplicity of teaching we are

sometimes reproached and perhaps ridiculed. In a

meeting of ministers in the vicinity of New York, one

gave an account of a Sunday which he had j)assed

in that city. In the morning he had been to hear

T , he said. Another asked, ^'What did he preach

about?" "Oh, he is always about the same thing

—

forever exalting and glorifying Christ." An aged
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minister present exclaimed, " Did any man ever give

a nobler tribute to another than you have thus given

to him ?" You may be reproached by the unbeliev-

ing, the self-righteous, and the skeptical. But God

your Saviour will honor your work and yourselves

for your unchanging fidelity to him.

I was requested to yisit a very fashionable and

giddy lady, sick at a hotel in New York, by a faithful

friend of hers. The lady herself was a Universalist

by her own assertion. I found her surrounded by a

number of gay and gaudy women. Xovels and news-

papers were strewed over her table and bed ; and the

whole aspect of the place was trifling and vain in the

extreme. One of her friends said, " She is very sick,

do not alarm her." I declined all interference, and

sitting by the side of her bed, I told her freely of the

Saviour's work and fullness, and of her own necessity

for such a Saviour for her ruined soul. A solemn

silence filled the room while I was speaking. All

seemed to be controlled by a divine power. I knelt

by her bed and prayed for her and for all. Whether

I should be rejected or received, I did not consider.

The event proved that tlie Lord had sent me, and

that it was his work in which I was engaged. That

visit, and that Gospel which she had never before
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heard, for she confessed herself to have lived without

a church or Sabbath, were made the divine instrument

for her sah'ation.

JVIy next visit found her very differently employed.

Her only companion was the Christian friend who

had ashed me to visit her, and who was a member of

the Baptist Church ; and she herself held in her hand

a Testament, which she v/as apparently reading. She

had opened it at the eighth chapter of the Epistle to

the Eomans. She said, " I have not been able to get

beyond this first verse, ' l\o condemnation to them

who are in Christ Jesus.' Oh, what a precious testi-

mony ! What a truth that is !"

I saw much of this woman for years after this.

She became one of the most intelligent and truth-lov-

ing Christians to whom I have ministered. She has

long since been admitted to the glory of that Saviour's

presence whom she was thus enabled to accept and

love.

I would press upon you the importance of these

two great instruments in a pastor's work : your Bible,

accepted by yourself without a doubt of its divine au-

thority and appointment, and employed in your own

experience as unquestionable and sanctifying truth

;

and the precious scheme of free and full salvation in
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tlie Gospel contained therein, and maintained, em-

ployed, presented by you every where to every soul,

with constant earnestness, with perfect freedom, and

with entire assurance.

In this system of faithful, prayerful labor, the work

of the Lord will prosper in your personal private ef-

forts to save^the souls committed to you, and to edify

the people of God in the love, the faith, the holiness

which his Word prescribes. I do not now s]3eak of

these two instruments as elements of your own spir-

itual growth, and thereby secondary instruments of

your pastoral usefulness ; I speak of them as direct,

positive instruments of active influence upon others

;

and to be put into use and operation by you—simply,

boldly, constantly—in all your pastoral ministrations,

as messengers of Christ, and as the educators and

guides of a peculiar people, for his service and glory.

III. A third and most effective instrument in your

pastoral work is habitual peatee, for and w^ith all

to whom the Lord is pleased to send you. This will

include your own unceasing exercise of this precious

privilege in your own private hours and relations, as

God's appointed instrument for yonr own personal

edification. Iso class of Christian men so mucli need

the constant influence and efficacy of personal private



OF A CHEISTIAN PASTOR. 93

prayer as the ministers of Christ. They are not only

compassed about with the common infirmities of hu-

manity, but they have very peculiar temptations of

their own. They need constantly to cultivate person-

al and relative affections, which are heavily tried in

all the circumstances of their professional life. They

need a constantly guarded reverence for God and the

things of God. The old proverb, " The nearer the

church, the farther from God," is by no means a mere

profane imagination.

There is much in the handling of sacred things to

make them common and forgotten. There grows a

familiarity which inclines very rapidly to indifference

and contempt. In every aspect of his inward experi-

ence, the minister of Jesus needs watchfulness and

prayer w^ithout ceasing, to keep him in constant re-

membrance of the wants of his own soul, and of the

holiness of the Being whom he professes to serve.

There is much in the freedom of mutual clerical in-

tercourse, where the natural unbending of a common

restraint among mutually confiding brethren creates

an unusual levity, which up to a certain point is a

helpful refreshment, but which also leads to a natural

excess, far from edifyipg, and possibly very inj urious.

And to keep ourselves in our most holy faith, and to
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edify each other in the love of God, there is needed

for us a constant " praying in the Holy Ghost."

TVe have thus impressed upon us the necessity of

the cultivation of a habit of personal, private prayer,

for our own individual growthj in the communion of

the Spirit, and in the mind and image of Christ our

Lord. The immediate secondary influence of such a

habit acts directly and effectively upon the character

of our pastoral life. The shining countenance which

true prayer, however secret in its exercises, brings

from the presence and fellowship of our glorified

Saviour, can never be hidden from those with whom
we dwell and upon whom we act. The man of pri-

vate, personal prayer is known far more widely than

he wists, and is discovered far more frequently than

he supposes.

Bat I am speaking here of relative, intercessory

prayer : habitual prayer for all to whom we are sent

as the ministers of Christ and the pastors of his flock.

How precious is this permission for relative interces-

sion. How much we habitually gain from the jDrayers

of the Lord's people, the children of our Father in

Heaven, for us.

I was once welcomed in a visit to a very godly and

spiritually minded child under n^ ministry, confined
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with consumption, in her last sickness (she died at six-

teen years of age), with this affectionate utterance

:

^^ Oh, my precious pastor," so she always called me,

'^ I have had a most lovely night of prayer for you.

I have spent my waking hours—for you know I can

sleep but little—in telling our dear Saviour the bless-

ings I wanted hmi to bestow upon you and your dear

son." That son was my eldest, whom the Lord was

pleased to take from a very useful ministry many

years ago. "Perhaps I ought not to say a whole

night; but more than half the night I have been

praying for you, and I know that Jesus will hear me.

You know Jesus always hears our prayers. My
precious pastor, tliis is what I think : first, God the

Father loved mo and chose me to be his child ; sec-

ond, God- the Son loved me, and came to save me, be-

cause I Avas his child ; third, God the Holy Spirit

loved me, and came to call me, and tell me that I was

his child. Is that right, my precious pastor ?" Hov/

precious to us are the prayers of suph real and loving

children of God.

Thus should we constantly, earnestly spread the

names, the conditions, the wants of those whom God

has committed to our ministry before him. "W"e

share the blessings they obtain." Their various trials,



96 THE OFFICE AND DUTY

their dangers, tlieir homes and households, should be

constantly, frequently presented to a prayer-hearing

Saviour. We should preface every distinct pastoral

effort and visitation with particular prayer. We can

not really fulfill or endure the cares and burdens and

wants of our condition and office in any other w^ay.

There will be constantly questions, applications, cases,

difficulties, w^holly belonging to other people in their

immediate relation, laid upon us, in the adjusting of

which God alone can direct or enlighten us. We
bear thus obligations, demands, entirely beyond our

wisdom or our power to meet, and which most fre-

quently we can not communicate to any human ears.

We have no recourse, no instrument of relief, but the

mercy-seat of a reconciled and ruling God. We go

upon many a personal mission in which we are at our

wits' end. Our gracious Leader alone can open and

make clear our way. Our people will never know on

earth what hours of care, anxiety, distress, and earnest

intercession we l^^ve watched for them. Scarcely

exaggerated is Paul's expression, " My little children,

for whom I travail in birth again, until Christ be

formed in you."

But I wish to speak also of direct and vocal prayer

in our actual visits as pastors of the flock. There
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may be many obstacles' to this habit, especially in

large cities. But if it be possible, no pastoral visit

should be made without praj^er. Let it not be too

officiously or professionally interposed, but naturally

flowing from our whole character and the natural in-

fluence of the visit which we have made. Far more
often than we are ready to believe, Jesus meets us

with a special, blessing in this affectionate, intercessory

prayer.

A young man in my congregation, who had finished

his college course in New York, and had passed two
years in France for a scientific education, came home
an avowed infidel. He sunk into a wasting and fa-

tal sickness after his return. His mother, a sincere

Christian, begged me to visit him. I was received by
him personally with respect and gratitude. But he

would yield to no instruction from me. He was un-

willing to listen to me at all upon the great subject

for which I came. It became to me a very painful

and depressing mission. But I persevered in my
visits. He tried in vain to prevent my kneeling at

his side, and to excuse himself from attending to me.

I might say unceasing prayer was made to God for

him by many Christian relations. Weeks went by,

apparently in vain. But God who lieareth prayer

E



08 THE OFFICE AND DUTY

was workiug quite beyond us. After one visit, in

which, as nsual, I had earnestly presented to him the

fulhiess and the love of Christ, and besought him to

accept the Saviour in his heart Avith love and thank-

fulness, I knelt as usual by his couch in prayer. He
turned his back to me and his face to the wall. In

the earnestness of my prayer, I laid my hand upon

him, and pressed him to me. He afterward told

his mother with delight, that in the midst of that

prayer, the tenderness of my manner and the thought

of my faithfulness to him first really awakened and

impressed him, and the love of Jesus filled his heart

with new and wonderful feelino:. When I saw him

again, his face was animated and elevated in a very

peculiar degree. I needed but a glance to see that

he was really a new creature. Henceforth the

Scriptures were his delight. He would have them

read to him continually. It became a joy indeed

to minister to him. He sank quietly away in a

few days after. His mother, listening to his dying

whisper, heard him repeating the twenty-third Psalm.

The last- words she caught were, " I pass through

the valley and shadow of death. Thou art with me
—guide me, lead me."

What a gift to the ministry is the conversion of



OF A CHEISTIAN PASTOE. 99

siicli a yontli ! What a privilege to a pastor is tlie

open door of prayer! What an instrument does

prayer become in a pastor's work when he is ena-

bled to pray with the spirit and with the under-

standing also! Learn to cultivate this habit and

employment. Keep the edge of prayer bright and

sharp, appropriate, intelhgent, instructive, Scriptural,

and spiritual.

Thus, with a mind established in the Word of

God, thoroughly believed, accepted in the infallible

truth of its inspiration from God; enjoying the dis-

criminate and experimental knowledge of the Gos-

pel, clearly understood ; living in personal commun-

ion with Jesus as your known and beloved Saviour

;

moving and acting in the spirit and exercise of

prayer unceasing— the pastor's life will be to yon

no life of trial or weariness, but a life of friendship,

influence, usefulness, and unspeakable joy.

TV. A fourth most important instrument in a pas-

tor's work is manifest, simple fidelity to Jesus. I

mean an undisputed life, that is really one with him,

and a living epistle for him, known and read of all

men. You will meet with a very quick perception,

among the people over whom you watch, whether

you are real and true in your personal Christian
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walk, or whether you are only professional agents

and shams. The pastor's nsefuhiess depends almost

fcntu-cly upon the confidence of the people with

/ whom he is called to associate. Real, affectionate

trust, meeting him, welcoming him, aiding him, is

more than half of his ability to do good to them.

What you need at all times is that which the

Apostle calls "simplicity, godly sincerity." I call

it here a simple fidelity to Jesus. It is being in

the world, as he was in the world. Having his

cause, his authority, and his glory manifestly the

one commanding object of your life. And of this

I now speak, as an instrument for your personal use-

fulness as pastors of his fiock.

There is sometimes an assumed separation, an ap-

parent, studied, professional holiness, in the aspect

and manners of a minister, which repels and dis-

gusts. It comes in sight, with a kind of barking

warning, Stand by thyself, come not near to me ; I

am holier than thou. There is also sometimes a

cold, professional air, which gives the immediate im-

pression of a relative loftiness, a want of sympathy

with the weakness and ignorance of others. There

is sometimes a levity of manner in the opposite ex-

treme, which appears completely inconsistent with
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tlie serious, commanding interests and tliemes which

have been committed to the Christian pastor.

I refer to all these now simply in their instru-

mental character; the inevitable effect which they

have in their operation upon a pastor's influence,

acceptance, and usefulness among the people to

whom he has been sent. The one of these series

will create unceasing obstructions in a pastor's way.

They shut against him a multitude of outward doors

;

and they more thoroughly exclude him from that

heart - confidence without which all his efforts and

purposes will be vain.

But in a life and walk consentient, manifesting the

kindness of heart, the wisdom of discernment, and

the watchfulness of deportment which distinguished

the mind of Christ and the character of his apostles,

the Christian pastor finds a welcome in every habita-

tion. Every door is opened to him. Entire confi-

dence is reposed in him. He becomes the chosen

adviser, the tender father, the unchanging friend,

the desired and beloved companion of every family.

All hearts are entwined around him. As a father

among his children, he moves among a united flock,

the guardian, the guide, the friend of all.

Many such men have I seen, and traced from
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youth to age in tlie ministry of Christ. Their fidelity

to him was open and undeniable. They were men

of prayer, men of experience, men of holiness, men

of high and controlling motives. They knew and

they taught his Word. They carried with them his

example and his influence. They were honored with

a peaceful and fruitful ministry. The ear that heard

them, blessed them. The eye that saw them, bore

witness to them. Their power was undeniable, and

every where acknowledged. It was not the influ-

ence of popularity, as public performers, nor the

acknowledgment of superior intellect or of literary

attainment. It was the commanding power of unde-

niable holiness, disinterestedness, tenderness, pure-

ness, and love. They were universally believed to

be right; their judgments stood like a rock; their

words, their instructions, were received as unques-

tionable and undisputed truth.

You can not magnify the importance of such an

instrument for the Christian ministry; you can not

enhance its actual attainment of happiness, of use-

fulness, of reverence, of reciprocated love. They at-

tend it as a halo of light, brightening every home

of life, and crowning the memory with almost an

apotheosis of grateful transmission.
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There is no other relationship in life so surely

happy or so abundantly remunerative. "My more

than father—ray more than father," exclaimed one

of the noblest of women and wives whom I have

ever known, as, weeping with joy and thankfulness,

she threw her arms around her pastor's neck, to

whom she said she owed every thing that a father-

less, helpless child could owe to a Christian pastor's

care and love. " My precious pastor, my ever con-

stant friend, what w^ould this world have been to me

without you," said a widow, to whom in affliction

and solitude God had been pleased to send what she

called her highest gift in that faithful, loving friend.

Such tributes are not special nor unusual. They

follow the ministry of every man who comes from

Christ, lives with Christ, walks as Christ, every where

carries Christ, speaks like Christ, and in all his min-

istry, in public and in private, preaches not himself,

but Jesus Christ his Lord.

In reference to this one sure instrument of useful-

ness in your pastoral work, I must say to you, " Covet

earnestly the best gifts, but here I show unto you the

more excellent way." Ee faithful to your Lord, and

he will make all others faithful to you. With this

undoubting confidence in the Word of God, this clear
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imderstaiidiDg of the glorious Gospel which it con-

tains, this life of personal, intercessory prayer, this

walk of earnest and undisputed fidelity to Jesns, you

will be truly clad with the whole armor of God, as the

" great heart," the defender and guide of his chosen

family, in their pilgrimage through grace to glory.

Y. This might seem to complete an adequate view

of necessary instruments for the pastor's work. But

there still remain some smaller but very important

means of usefulness in a pastor's life, which come in

connection with these, and exercise a relative influ-

ence of great value. Among these I would refer to

a CONTENTED HAuiT and te:mpee and ttterance.

The importance of this you can hardly magnify.

I have seen the best education and intellectual gifts

completely overwhelmed in their exercise by a com-

plaining and dissatisfied spirit.

The fundamental theory of our ministry is that

we are consecrated a living sacrifice to Christ, and

are no longer our own, or at our own disposal. Our

whole lives belong to Jesus. Wherever we are placed,

we are divinely placed, under a Providence which is

over us as the ministers of Christ, with a peculiar,

paternal care. The Lord's gracious utterance to his

prophet may be applied with equal truth to us, " Thou
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shalt go to all that I shall send thee, and whatsoever

I command thee thou shalt speak. Be not afraid

;

I am with thee to deliver thee, saith the Lord."

Our immediate location may be by ecclesiastical

appointment or congregational election. But w^ith

either it is to be for us, with a clear perception that

•the voice of the Lord is heard, and the will of the

Lord is to be done. The spirit of contentment and

thankfulness becomes the response of our heart to

the word of the Lord concerning us. Certainly some

scenes for our ministry are hard and trying ; but

they are the Lord's places, and somebody must fill

them. And if w^e are called and appointed to them,

they are as appropriate to us as to others.

For myself, I have been singularly overruled and

disappointed in the arrangement of my places of

ministry all my way through. The places which I

desired and sought have never been opened to ine.

I have been successively sent to places to which my
tastes were repugnant, and unexpectedly removed

from places in which I had become contented and

attached. Thus the Lord is pleased often to remove

us from place to place, " from vessel to vessel, lest

our taste remain in us." And yet I have never failed

to find, in subsequent experience, that tlie Lord's

E2
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choice was the best choice; and the move which I

had dreaded has been made graciously to open for

me a happy, I might say, a still haj^pier home.

I gave lip the wealth of earth to preach the Sav-

iour's Gospel ; and when I began that sacred work,

ill this world's goods I was poor enough. "When I

was. settled in my first charge I had ten dollars in

my possession, and that was borrowed. Through my
whole early ministry, I knew much of the restraints

of narrow means of living. I have had my full share

of persecutions and hostilities. I know enough, in

my personal experience, of the peculiar trials of the

ministry. But I also know much of the unspeakable

happiness of serving Jesus in his own appointed

places, in this sacred work, with contentment and

thanksgiving. And I must press this tliought upon

you, that, as an instrument of influence and useful-

ness with others, we need always a contented and

cheerful temper. With this, though we are poor, we

may. make many rich. A cheerful heart doeth good

like a medicine.

What a blessing such a pastor brings to the house

of sorrow, to the chamber of sickness, to the abode

of burdens and distress ! His " countenance sharp-

eneth" the hope, the patience, the endurance of all.
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He comes every where as a fulfillment of joy. His

visits are anticipated with delight. All rise up to

call him blessed. The children and the " little ones"

cling around him as a friend whom they love. All

loving kindness, goodness, and truth are the sponta-

neous radiance from the character and life of such

a man. In his path every valley is exalted, and ev-

ery hill is made low; the crooked things become

straight, and the rough places smooth. It is a pleas-

ure to contemplate the influence and the results of

such a course.

But follow the history of a discontented, complain-

ing man. What an unwholesome, repulsive miasma

spreads around him ! He can not be desired nor

longed for nor tolerated but by those who are more

truly the imitators of a mild and gentle Saviour than

he. He may know all books and all languages ; he

may be, in his own estimation, " wiser than Daniel,"

and really " prouder than Lucifer ;" he may be an

adept in all conversation and all culture; but none

desire him, and every j)lace in which his ministry

is appointed and exercised becomes more really dis-

contented than lie.

Such a man occurs to my mind. He was talented,

educated, and outwardly well prepared. But he had
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no aptitude of personal conformity to appointed con-

ditions, and lie has rolled and tumbled tlirongli the

Church, from one inferior place to another still more

so, until in age he seems likely to liave no home open

to him in any part of the Lord's work on earth.

He asked me one day the reason for this. He said,

" I preach the same truth as you. Why is my preach-

iug useless?" We were near a butcher's stall filled

with a stock of most attractive meat. "Why can

not you eat that meat, so nicely cut up, and looking

so clean 1" I replied. " Why, it is not cooked,"

lie said. "That is exactly the point," I answered.

" That which is wanting in all your work is cooking

—

adaptation to the wants and condition of the people

to whom you are sent. Your meat is nicely cut up

and divided, but it is not cooked." It is a faithful,

sympathizing, pastoral ministry which alone can make

our public discourses really available, and prepare

the food for the adequate nourishment of the people

whom we are sent to feed.

John Newton once went to hear a very critical

and accurate preacher ; and when asked by him how

he liked his discriminating analysis, answered, " One

great distinction you seemed to have forgotten—the

difference between bones and meat."
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Now take these important instruments for your

pastoral ministry, and go out with them to your work

:

Scriptural, evangelical, prayerful, exemplary, cheer-

ful, contented, conforming to the tastes and habits

of others, with a loving, dignified accommodation.

Eating that which is set before you—grateful for

the hospitality of all; as open to the poor as to the

rich ; despising not the low degree ; doing all in the

name of the Lord Jesus, that he may be glorified in

you. Thus he will make for you every lodging-place

a Bethel, every host a Gaius, every wilderness a gar-

den, in every place Onesiphorus and his house re-

freshing you, not ashamed of your chain. Be holy,

faithful, happy, in your appointed work, and you will

find households of faithful, happy ones around you,

ministering to all your wants, grateful for all your

teaching, blessing you in your arrival, thanking you

in your departure, recalling you with pleasure, every

where enlarging the circle of your prayer, and their

supplication to include your names among those

whom they remember before the throne of grace.

"Such honor have all his saints."
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LECTURE IV.

October 2, 1873.

My young friends, a consideration of the object,

tlic QUALIFICATIONS, and the instku:ments of the Chris-

tian pastor demanded in the nature and the prose-

cution of his work, leads me now to ask your con-

sideration of the agencies and oppoktunities which

are prepared for him.

The distinction which I have made between in-

struments and agencies will, I tliink, be immediately

apparent to you. Instruments or tools for a work-

man are personal possessions : things which he brings

to his appointed work. Agencies and opportunities

are characteristics of his appointed field of labor,

whatever it may be : the objects and the scenes upon

which and in connection with which he is to employ

his instruments and tools. lie brings his own in-

struments to his work. lie finds his agencies and

opportunities provided for him. Ilis actual useful-

ness and success depend upon a proper improvement
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of liis ao-encies with his instruments. An unskillful

or unfurnished workman will often destroy the best

preparation for his success, and a well-furnished and

w^ell-instructed workman will often achieve a brill-

iant success with very limited and unpromising pro-

visions in his field of labor.

I. The first agency to which I wall refer is per-

sonal VISITATION. By this, I mean not the occasional

social visits of a C^iristian gentleman for his own

comfort and pleasure, promotive as they may be of

good fellowship and a friendly understanding in a

community. I refer to direct, designed, and earnest

personal effort to carry the ministry of the Gospel to

every household, and to every soul committed to the

care of a minister of Christ.

I well know the difficulty and the cost of maintain-

ing the habit and the power of such a ministry. It

demands all the livino' influence of true and active

piety in a pastor's soul ; all the love for Jesus and

his cause which the Spirit of God lias been pleased

to bestow upon the pastor's heart; all the real in-

terest in others, and love for the souls for whom the

Saviour died, which can be cultivated in the heart

of man. But of the general demands and objects

which are arrayed before the pastor's view and con-
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science, I have already sufficiently spoken. But the

Talue of such an agency as that of which I now

speak it is impossible to magnify.

The power of the Gospel, in its effective, spiritual

ministry, is a personal power in the individual soul.

The public preaching of the Gospel becomes really

effectual only in the extent to which the Holy Spirit

is pleased to carry its divine teaching, to govern and

sanctify the inward nature of those who hear, with

his own renewing power. But no really faithful

preacher can stop his labors at this point of applica-

tion. He must know his sheep, and call them by

name ; he must search out his flock, and carry the

precious words of divine compassion and invitation

to every house. His voice must thus be heard by all.

I concede to you, the labor of this is extreme.

The wear and tear of nerves and affections is great.

The obstacles and impediments to success are many.

But notwithstanding all this, it remains a part of

our appointed work, and an element of an imparted

power. It is, indeed, the truly apostolic pattern of

preaching, " Daily, and in every house, they ceased

not to teach, and to preach Jesus Christ." And it is

an invaluable privilege to be permitted, and to be

able, to carry it out systematically and constantly.
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This bringing the Word of salvation and the voice

of prayer to every liouse is most important in its

direct effect upon the family we visit. It opens a

welcome to our w^hole ministry; it entwines the af-

fectionate sympathy of every heart around the per-

son and character of the minister of Christ ; it brino:s

to each home, as their nearest and most cherished

friend, the messenger of divine salvation ; it presents

him as one who understands and has experienced the

power and the reaHty of this gift of God. And
when such a ministry has been faithfully fulfilled,

it must leave behind it a blessing from God upon

the souls to whom this precious message has been so

simply and affectionately presented.

Such a personal visitation gathers the attendance

and the attention of all to the public stated congre-

gation. I have known irreligious families, living

wholly without a Sabbath and without God, thus won

by the personal kindness of the minister to a con-

stant attendance upon the public worship of the

church, and to an abiding acceptance of the Gospel.

The public instruction of the man whom they have

learned to love becomes invested for them with an

attraction and a power which they have never found

before.
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The effect of tins personal work upon your own

public ministry becomes most important. It fur-

nishes you with practical material for preaching; it

opens individual and social necessities for a special

application of the Word of God ; it transforms your

general address to a distinct personal message ; it

converts the painted flame and glow of a mere lect-

ure or harangue to the living fii*e of converting truth,

around which the shivering and perishing will learn

and love to gather, that they may be warmed and

filled. "Come see a man who hath told me all

things that ever I did " becomes the repeated form

upon many a tongue of a similar conviction.

You w^ill rarely find such a visit from a truly sin-

cere and friendly pastor to be rejected or under-

valued. Take the instruments for your work w^hich

I have proposed, understood by you in their use, tried

by you in their experience, employed by you in the

strength and love of your present Saviour, perse-

vering and repeated in your effort, and the Lord

whom you serve will always open to you an effectual

door, and many adversaries to the Gospel will be won

over to be your chief friends.

II. In connection with this agency of personal vis-

itation, you will generally find a sjpecial ojpjportunity
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for your reception providentially prepared in sea-

sons of personal sickness and domestic affliction.

This is another agency divinely prepared. So ante-

cedent to our personal work for Jesus are his pro-

visions for us, that our habitual experience discovers

a way already prepared before us. Often when a

hesitating, timorous man delays what seems to him a

real call of personal duty, some unexpected opening,

exhibiting a family waiting anxiously for an expected

visit, will fill him with shame in a consciousness of

his neglect. There are always open doors around

us, and our duty is to seek them, and take advantage

of them all.

When personal sickness lays by the active and the

careless, or calls the child of God to bear the rod, and

hear him who hath appomted it, there is a very man-

ifest opening for our effort and our success. Our most

precious seasons of approach to others will be when

the world has been thus shut out, and there is time

and opportunity to deliver our message in the Sav-

iour's name. All our appointed instruments of im-

pression then come into use. We must be direct in

our appeal, free and fall in our utterance of the mes-

sage of abounding grace and divine forgiveness. We
go to offer the fullness of a Saviour's merit and love
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to the acceptance of a waiting soul prepared to hear

it. And Tve can not err on the side of sincere ear-

nestness and affectionate encouragement to the weary,

the wretched, and the lost. We can never magnify

the blessings we may be permitted to receive in an

assiduous and faithful ministry for Christ.

In one of my regular circuits of pastoral work, I

passed the door of a household with whom I was

quite familiar, but of whom I had heard nothing of

particular distress. Four physicians' carriages vrere

standing at the door. I stopped to ask the cause.

The father of the family had been suddenly found

the subject of a virulent cancer in the face, the reality

of which he had never suspected. The consultation

determined that no medical power could rescue or

restore him. And he was left to meet an inevitable

death.

Here was my provided opportunity. I called im-

mediately after the departure of the physicians, as the

messenger of divine teaching and encouragement.

Four months of wasting and exhaustion I witnessed

in an unceasing progress. But a most precious prep-

aration of grace and divine goodness I was permitted

also to see. The disease was fearful—but the grace

was most abundant. lie lived from week to week in



OF A CIIEISTIAN PASTOR. 117

agony. But lie was led on from joy to joy by the

Spirit of God. Wlien I supposed liim near the close

of his career, though still maintaining conversation

with entire intelligence, he said to me, " Oh, do you

not see him ?"—pointing his finger over the foot of

his bed—"do you not see him?" "See whom?"
I said. "Oh, Jesus. There he is.; there he stands.

How glorious ! He has come for nie—I shall go with

him." I could see nothing peculiar in the direction

to which he pointed. But his whole pain-v^^orn, half-

eaten countenance was filled with joy. That night in

his sleep he departed vfithout a pang, and without the

consciousness of the friends who were watchino; around

him. Other similar scenes I have also seen in differ-

ent portions of my ministry, giving incidental illus-

trations at least of the precious words of our Lord,

" I will come again and receive you unto myself."

Two years' constant pastoral visiting to a faithful

" daughter of the Lord Almighty," departing in a

lingering consumption, were closed, when vocal speech

had gone, by a most affectionate testimony of gratitude

in the very night of her departure. Drawing my ear

closely to her lips, with her wasted arm around my
neck, she whispered, "Jesus will bless you for all that

you have done for me, and all that you have told me
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of liim. You can never know in this world liow much

I have loved you."

Such providences as these I call peculiar prepara-

tions for our work. I consider them a special agency^

of wliich we are to take advantage. I could employ

many hours in relating to you similar illustrations

which have been graciously given to me. I present

them to you for your guidance. Be ready for them.

Expect them. Take advantage of them. Go out for

Jesus, sympathizing, intelligent, experienced messen-

gers of his Word, with the glad tidings of a Saviour's

work complete and power divine; of a divine for-

giveness, absolute and free. Be patient. Be cheer-

ful. Be encouraging. Be sympathizing. Let the

very tones of your voice be a comfort and a blessing.

Let your whole manner be simple, real, earnest, hope-

ful. Strive to establish an entire confidence, com-

munion, between yourselves and those whom you

visit. An untender, unsympathizing manner can

have no good effect. A subservient, cringing manner

can have no more. We shrivel up, corrugated, before

a hard and cold address. We doubt the reality of a

Avhining, sing-song one. Go, in the spirit of yonr

divine Master, dignified but gentle; knowing what

you say, and what to say ; and he will bless you. If
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you assume a lofty, pretentious style—scolding, rebuk-

ing, censuring—you will do no good
;
you will shut

against yourselves every door which he may open.

This is a very important subject for you to consider.

It is a great thing to learn how to deliver your Lord's

message simply, freely, positively, to suffering souls.

We do not go in this divinely prepared agency to

offer a conditional hope, or to describe a way in which

the human soul may reconstruct itself. We go to tell

to others that which our Lord has told to us ; and the

truth and power of which he has made us to under-

stand and feel. Divine inspiration has taught us, and

made us partakers of the heavenly benefit. The mes-

sage to a lost sinner is not, God will save you, if you

obey and love him. It is, God has saved you; be-

lieve, trust, and love him. It is a salvation, accom-

plished and perfect, by the power and in the fullness

of an almighty Saviour, which you are sent to pro-

claim. The real power of the ministry is in the sim-

ple, believing delivery of this message, and our free

offer of this salvation.

We go to tell others that which God has taught us

—intelligence of inestimable worth to all who are

ready to* hear and to receive it. It is the declaration

of God's own reconciliation, and of man's complete
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salvation, in the obedience and death of the Lord

Jesus Christ. We present gracious invitations, which

are and must be either gratefully accepted or rebel-

liously rejected by all who hear, and that at once.

The alternative is Christ or no Christ—life or death.

We can not say that the message may not be again

repeated. But so far as each present message goes,

there is the result and the end.

I was once called late in the evening to visit a

young man at a boarding-house in Philadelphia, He
was an officer in the United States Army, returning

from the Florida War, on his way to his Northern

home. lie was extremely ill. I took him by the

liand, and told him of this work and love of Jesus,

this great salvation and victory for him, in the pre-

cious blood of tlie Son of God. lie started from me

w^ith a scream. " Oh, do not talk to me about that.

That was just what my mother nsed to tell me; but

I would not hear her. It is too late—too late now."

I tried in vain to persuade him to hear me. I knelt

by his side, and prayed to that gracious Saviour who

alone could hear and bless. The young man turned

liis face away from me, and covered his head, and

cried aloud, '' Oh, go away—leave me. There is no

hope now." It was midnight, and I retired. At
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dajliglit I was there again. The crape upon tlie

bell-pnll told me that all was over. The nurse said

he was quiet till his departure, and said no more.

God only could tell if the message had been effect-

ive through his abounding grace.

But thus we go forth, like the visitor in the Cata-

combs, with this single thread in our hands. If we

lose this, all is lost. We have no other message.

We can not go beyond the Word of the Lord to say

less or more. Each visit may be our last opportunity.

We are always standing on the line between two

w^orlds. Eternity may hang upon the single message

which we now deliver. What an agency is this

!

What an opportunity ! What a responsibility is in-

Yolved in it! Every moment and every word be-

comes increasingly precious; and a loving, experi-

enced pastor will deeply feel the solemnity of the

crisis, and of his. fidelity therein.

III. But this providential agency extends far be-

yond occasional seasons of personal sickness and do-

mestic affliction. Our whole field of appointed labor

is a special providence for us. We are selected mes-

sengers from God wherever we are sent. There is

some particular reason why we have been individu-

ally directed to the particular community in which,

F
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by a power beyond our own choicGj onr lot has been

cast. It is a very low and inadequate view of our

ministry for Christ to consider it in any sense a mere

chosen profession, the duties and advantages of which

are a subject of our own will, and of our personal

selection. I have not been willing to esteem myself

less personally or distinctly sent to a particular com-

munity, or removed from one place to another for

my appointed work, than the first generation of the

apostles, or the present missionaries of the Gospel to

a foreign land. The reality of our power and use-

fulness in this great work is very essentially bound

up with our consciousness of this divine appointment

and divine message. The whole aspect and peculiar

distinctions of the persons to whom our ministry has

been directed are really for us a providential ar-

rangement, especially prepared for our work ; and

we must endeavor to conform our efforts for others,

and our own tastes, habits, and contentment, amid

the duties of our calling, to the facts which seem so

clearly to indicate the will of God concerning us.

The man in the quietness and self-control of a re-

tired, rural, country place, where he may command

his own time, and occuj^y himself in his work accord-

ing to his own choice and habits, in the calm routine
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of an unnoticed life ; and the same man in a crowd-

ed, bustling city, where he is the subject of laws,

habits, conveniences, beyond his own will or possible

power to influence, becomes, if he succeed in his

work, really two different men. Many a one, whose

youthful bark was first launched upon the tranquil

surface of an inland lake, wdiere all motipn was mod-

erate and peaceful, and the w^hole circumference en-

circling him was within his own sight, when he be-

comes tossed upon the unresting surges of a sea which

he has no power to control—when his own safety or

ability to get througli is often the one question which

absorbs his mind—looks back with an intense desire

to be once more as he was in former days, and to feel

once more as he felt when he was not the slave of an

ungovernable pressure, but the ruler of an unbroken

repose.

We can never get through this variety of experi-

ence creditably or happily, usefully or honorably, un-

less we can realize the fact that we are not our own

;

our place and circumstances of ministry are not un-

der our own direction ; but as it is our commanding',

unchanging decision in every thing thoroughly to

obey the will of our divine Lord. That gracious Will

holds us in the hollow of his hand : fixes the bounds
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of our habitation
;
gives us the borders of our dwell-

ing ; and teaches us in his own way the special mes-

sage which we are to deliverj amid these agencies of

his own devising.

We are thus, from the beginning to the end of

life, the messengers of the Lord of Hosts to our

fellow-men ; w^hether to the quiet and comparatively

orderly population of a rural district, or to the driv-

ing, swelling crowd of a populous city ; to the com-

paratively limited knowledge of the families of the

poor, or to tlie assuming or real distinctions and ele-

vations of the educated and the rich. We are every

wliere the selected and appointed ministers of the

Lord Jesus Christ, and are to be contented to be in

the world, as he was in tlie world.

The one primary, fundamental object of our min-

istry, never to be forgotten, is the promotion of the

personal glory of our divine Lord, The jSnal, satis-

fying accomplishment of our controlling desire will

be the establishment of his authority and the glory

of his kingdom. In order to this, and for the at-

tainment of this, our duty, our absorbing purpose, is

to be the individual. conversion of the souls of men

to him, in whom alone there is life for the perishing

and the lost. We shall unceasingly seek their edifi-
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cation in the knowledge and love of him ; and their

walk in newness and holiness of life, under the guid-

ance of his Spii'it, and in the pattern and beauty of

his example. For this great work we are on earth

among the living. For this we have solemnly given

ourselves to Jesus as our Lord. Renoimcing all other

authority and will, we look to him to send whom he

will send ; to send where he will send ; and to ac-

complish his gracious work in his own way. And

whether our individual field be laid out among the

rich or the poor, the elevated or the low, the educated

or the ignorant, the single purpose of our mind and

choice will be to glorify Jesus, and to work for him

alone.

The appointment of our scene of labor is the

providence of that Great Ruler who holdeth the stars

in his right hand. You will allow me to illustrate

the apparent directions of this providence by some

occurrences in my own experience. At twenty-one

years of age and a few weeks over, I left my New
England home in the character of a preacher—
the world before me and Providence my guide.

Four weeks afterward I found myself settled as a

pastor in a church in Georgetown, in the District of

Columbia, then the business suburb of the city of
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Wasliino;!©!!. It was a church of which I had never

heard, and in which not a single individual was

known to me. Theyaccidentally heard me, without

my knowledge. Their aged pastor left them but the

Sunday previous, and pleasantly said to them, " If that

young man had an II in his name, he would be the

very thing for you." They took me at his word, and

thus made me the thing. It was a largely intelli-

gent and cultivated audience. I liad written very

little. My habit of preaching, which I had acquired

in a revival at Bristol, Khode Island, from whence I

had gone within the previous month, was entirely

extemporaneous, and was sometimes very trying.

But I could not avoid the conclusion that I had

been sent to this place, and I could not cherish the

thouMit of flinchino; or running:. It proved theo o o J.

opening to my whole life's work, and gave me in

the very morning of my youth the opportunity of

an extended acquaintance which I could hardly have

expected to attain. A large perdon of the members

of Congress at that time boarded in Georgetown.

It was here that an incident occurred which I have

seen in print, and to which I will therefore refer.

On one Sunday I went as usual to my church, with

my feeble preparation for the pulpit. It was during
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the session of Congress, and, to my amazement, a

large number of public men were tliere, many of

whom w^ere personal friends of my father. I was

terrified beyond control at the sight, and my gracious

Lord left me to my own pride for my chastening. I

forgotmy text and my whole subj ect. And after blun-

dering on for perhaps ten minutes in a most profuse

perspiration, overwhelmed with confusion, I sudden-

ly closed the service and dismissed the congregation.

Walking home, bowed down with my mortification,

my wife, a daughter of Bishop Griswold, said to me

:

"Now do give up this attempt at extemporaneous

preaching. You know my father said it would al-

ways be desultory and nnconnected. You v/ill nev-

er succeed in it, I fear." I replied, " I will never

give it up. This very occasion has made me de-

termined. It can be acquired, and, by the Lord's

help, I will acquire it." Thirty years after that, I

saw Mr.Yan Buren, who was one of my distinguished

hearers on that day, in St. George's Cliurch in the City

of New York. He came up to the chancel to speak

to me, with his friend Judge Yanderpoel, whom he

was visiting. Referring to some things past, I said,

" Do you remember that day of my dreadful failure

in preaching, in Georgetown, in the beginning of my
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ministryf " Oh yes," said lie ; " but you have never

failed since."

My two years' ministry in Georgetown opened to

me a country field of labor in a very rich section of

Southern Maryland. I was called to a parish which

I had never heard of, through some persons who had

heard me in Georgetown, resident in that country.

The people had the reputation of great wealth and

of fearful dissipation. They w^ere the owners of near

three thousand slaves. The opening was so unsought

and providential that I determined to accede to their

request. An older minister, who knew the place,

said to me :
" Well, Tyng, I will give you six montlis

there. They will never stand youP I passed w^ith

them six happy years ; and when, most unwillingly,

I left them to remove to Philadelphia, they gathered

around me with the appeal, " Why do you leave us %

You might spend your life with us. AYe will do any

thing for you ; we shall never get another minister

that we shall like so much." And yet, by the help

of my gracious Lord, I did not truckle to their hab-

its of life. I preached in their taverns and from

house to house, wherever I could find a room or a

gathering for the purpose.

Of some of my early sermons to this people in one
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of the taverns, I Vviil repeat to you my texts. Isaiah

iii., 9 :
" The show of their countenance doth witness

against them; and they declare their sin as Sodom,

they hide it not. Woe unto their soul, for they have

rewarded evil unto themselves." Isaiah v., 11 :
" Woe

unto them that rise up early in the morning, that they

may follow strong drink; that continue until night,

till wine inflame them. But they regard not the

work of the Lord, neither consider the operation of

his hands. Therefore hell hath enlarged herself, and

opened her mouth without measure : and their glory,

and their multitude, and their pomp, and he that re-

joiceth, shall descend into it." Ezekiel xvi., 49 :
*' Be-

hold, this was the iniquity of Sodom : pride, fullness

of bread, and abundance of idleness v/as in her and

in her daughters; therefore I took them away as I

saw good."

There was at first a good deal of bustling and

some threats, under these direct rebukes of their pre-

vailing sins. But I yielded nothing. And the com-

plaints ended, under the counsel of an old resident,

who said : "You had better let that young man alone.

You will not do much with him, and you know he is

riglit."

God gave me many precious souls among that peo-

F2
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pie, even some who were the most repulsive at the

begiiming. And their kind remembrance of me has

been perpetuated among their "children and their

grandchildren, of which, after the passage of fifty

years, I have lately received a very gratifying expres-

sion and evidence.

I could illustrate this providential agency by many

successive facts in the cities of Philadelphia and New
York ; but I have not time nor space for them here.

I trust you will not deem it mere personal vanity

which leads me to refer to these individual facts.

Onr providences are all our own—and they are often

very precious gifts of God. The gracious Lord, who

so wonderfully prepares our way in his work, must

have the honor of all that minute and gracious care

with which he directs our steps. But we must not

be unmindful in its observation, nor silent in its ac-

knowledgment.

III. Beyond these two aspects of agencies, prepared

for our work, there is the agency of social Teligioxis

meetings of various descriptions. These must habit-

ually make up an important portion of our pastoral

work in every week. In connection with our regular

Sabbath work faithfully maintained, they constitute

an indispensable element of success in the fulfillment



OF A CHRISTIAN PASTOE. 131

of our responsibility as pastors in the Church of our

gracious Lord.

These varied religious meetings are so familiar to

our knowledge in the various churches of the Lord,

whether as conference or class or prayer meetings,

that I feel no necessity laid upon me for an attempted

exposition of their character. I have been familiar

with their usefulness, and in my various fields of

labor have always desired to maintain them, as far as

the providential circumstances around me would per-

mit. In our different fields of labor, there is a great

difference in the facility of establishing these social

meetings, and the ease with which they may be sus-

tained.

But it is habitually through them that much of a

pastor's personal relations to the individual members

of his flock, and his acquaintance with their religious

condition and necessities, are inaugurated and made

available. A wise and skillful pastor will always

throw his whole influence and mental attainments

into these openings for the revival and prosperity of

the power of the Gospel among the people. They

furnish him an opportunity for special personal in-

struction, for the discrimination and correction of

local and occasional errors and evils, for the cultiva-



132 THE OFFICE AND DUTY

tiou of the special, personal frnits of practical relig-

ion, and for familiar expositions of the Word of

God, for which he can find no time or opportmiity

in the public services of the Sabbath.

These famihar meetings are the occasion for call-

ing forth, for the service of the Gospel, hidden talent

and experience in the minds of laymen, which may

be made of great value in the more public work of

the Lord. When they are thus faithfully and affec-

tionately sustained by the whole power of the pas-

tor's influence and personal aid, they are a prepara-

tion for the gracious revivals in the Church, and the

special gifts of the Spirit of the Lord with which it

pleases God, according to his own will, to bless and

edify his people. There is much pure gold concealed

by the routine of earthly occupation among the mem-

bers of the Church, which the skillful pastor may

thus bring forth for the Saviour's honor. It should

be the desire of his heart that all the Lord's people

might be prophets. A true and faithful minister of

Christ will never cultivate or allow an unreasonable

jealousy of lay influence, nor fear the undue exalta-

tion of those whom God hath called and blessed.

Not long since I was present at the public w^orship

of two churches of different names on the Sabbath,
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in neither of which did I hear a distinct or edifying

Gospel message. In the evening I went to the Meth-

odist congregation, where, in the absence of the ap-

pointed pastor, a young local preacher was officiating.

From him I heard a simple, faithful, precious sermon

on the priesthood of Jesns, which filled me with

thankfulness and joy. At the close of the worship, I

went up to the young man, and thanked him for his

very acceptable service. He replied, " You do not

know me, but I know you well. You have been aw-

fully in my way to-night." I said, " I thought so, my
dear young friend, by the way in which you have

been firing through me in your sermon. Bless the

Lord, that he gives you grace to speak so truly and so

usefully to his people." In this lay effort, you should

be always glad. You have nothing to fear from the

assumption or exaltation of these services. If they

are likely to tread upon your heels, let it excite you

to new efforts to keep your undisputed place as lead-

ers in the real work of the Lord.

lY. I pass to a fourth agency, which the Lord has

prepared for every faithful pastor in his Church. I

mean the care and the cultivation of the youth of

his flock. The possibility of bringing religious truth

effectually to the mind and acceptance of children.
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and the bringing of children, in a real experience of

its power, to the knowledge of a Saviour, and to an

intelligent enjoyment of all the privileges of the

Christian household, has been an attainment of the

present generation of the Church. I ought, indeed,

more properly and truly to say, has been a gracious

a'ift and revelation to the Church in our time and

our observation.

We are in a period of divine teaching and govern-

ment, in which a very large proportion, perhaps even

a majority, of the accessions to the Church of Christ

are among the children of the household :
" The

feeble one is as David ; and the lame taketh the

prey." This has been to me a fact, in my observa-

tion and experience, of the deepest interest. I com-

menced my ministry with little opportnnity for this

observation. Oar old ISTew England education was

one of law and duty, not of privilege and encour-

agement. The right tiling was presented as obliga-

tory, not attractive. The fear of fanaticism, and of

the hazardous exaltation of youth and ignorance, was

a prevailing feeling. We were tanght in our child-

hood a dry and technical catechism, the very terms

of which it was impossible to understand. But the

conveision of children, their real turning, in heart
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and life, to the love and service of Jesus, would have

been almost esteemed an impertinence, or a whim

not to be allowed or regarded.

This was not from an nnwillingness that children

should be really right and good, but from a fear of

violating old and inherited custom and order : attend-

ed w^ith much possible evil, and with no probable ad-

vantage. Eeligious attention was not directed to

Biblical teaching for childhood. In deed. Bibles were

so scarce and inaccessible upon any large basis, and

Sunday-schools were so perfectly unknown, that there

were comparatively no Bibles within the reach of

children for their use. The first Bible which I ever

personally owned I bought with my pocket-money,

at eleven years of age, at Andover Academy. I then

gave one dollar and a quarter for a small, plain En-

glish Bible, and for which we now j)ay less than a

fifth of that sum.

But a remarkable change has taken place in public

sentiment and public experience. We are now^ liv-

ing to see Christian childhood made the conceded

right, the cherished anticipation, perhaps I might sa}^,

the habitual expectation of the Church of God.

Our Sunday-schools, in their extension of familiar

Biblical instruction ; in their connecting mature love
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for Jesus, in kind and experienced teachers, with the

multitudes of opening youthful minds ; in their unit-

ing earnest prayer and direct effort, by conversation

and instruction, for the innnediate, manifest conver-

sion of children ; in their vast extension of Biblical

and evangelical knowledge among the children of

the Church, have been made the instruments of in-

troduciag an entirely new era in the relation of chil-

dren to the Church of God.

The effect has been widely manifested. The Gos-

pel, both in its teaching and in its requisitions, has

been made attractive to youthful minds. Pastors

and mature Christians have become convinced that

scarce any intelligent childhood is too young to un-

derstand the love of Jesus ; the happiness of serving

him ; tlie evidence and experience of real conversion

to him
; or to give the clearest testimony and account

of their personal experience of the transforming powd-

er of the Holy Spirit in its distinguishing evidences

and results.

I have received to the Lord's table whole classes

of youth, the precious seals to faithful teachers' use-

fidness and acceptance in this blessed work. I should

make no period of youtli an objection, where I could

receive the testimony of personal conversion and
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Christian experience so clear and convincing as I

Lave found it in many hundreds of these fruits of

faithful teaching in the Word of God. Perhaps the

youngest actual communicant I have received may

have been ten years of age. I should not be will-

ing to establish any arbitrary standard of age in this

relation. Some of the most clear and remarkable

fruits of living, intelligent faith in Jesus I have found

in a literal infantile piety.

More than fifty ministers of the Gospel of the Lord

Jesus I have seen come forth from this early teach-

ing in the precious truth and love of a divine Sav-

iour. I might say that to me the habitual, normal

shape of a true profession of Christ has almost estab-

lished itself in this influence upon youth. "While I

dare not exclude any from personal hope whom the

Lord is pleased to teach and to acce^^t, even in the

last days of age, my hope in the ministry, and my
experience of its actual gathering, have, in a great

degree, settled down to the youth of my flock, with

but here and there a person of adult or advanced

ao-e, as monuments that God has not altoofether for-

saken those who have repelled his gracious offers in

their earlier age.

To carry out this experience of the past in my
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anticipations of tlie future, I clierisL my opportuni-

ties to foster in every way the Sunday-schools of my
church. I have always given one half of the Sab-

bath's public teaching expressly to the young, upon

subjects in the Scriptures which are adapted to in-

terest them, and in language which they can readily

understand. The abounding grace of the Lord Jesus

has remarkably blessed my efforts in this impor-

tant work, and given me much to comfort me in

all these years of completed labor which he has per-

mitted me to lay at liis feet.

The whole effect of this gracious, providential

agency in our day has been an extension and en-

largement of Christian knowledge, and adaptation to

Christian labor, which have elevated the whole stand-

ard of demand upon the preparation, the intelligence,

the earnestness, and the real devotion of the Gospel

ministry. You will start, in the very opening of

your course, upon a far higher plane of demand and

of attainment than we, who have gone so long before

you, imagined possible in the beginning of our day.

You must cultivate and maintain a s^^irit and pur-

pose to work up to this rising standard of intelligence

and requisition.

There is in our time another apparent enlarge-
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ment of intellectual claim, at least, wliicli is like

moonliglit, indefinitely revealing, but giving no heat

and no life; which becomes the area for human

pride, for skepticism, and indifference to all truth,

its inseparable companion. This is a flippant, boast-

ful, Jehu temper, which overturns more carriages

than it safely drives, and injures far more than it

has power to guide to any security or peace.

I advise you to waste no time in an attempted

arguing with this opposing spirit. Preach your

gracious Master's positive and unchangeable mes-

sage, whether men will hear, or whether they will

forbear. Be ready to give a clear reason for your'

own hope to those who ask you with meekness and

fear. As John Kewton proposed, fill your basket so

completely with wheat that Satan may find no op-

portunity to occupy it with his chaff. Anticipate in

your ministry all the arts and efforts of the Evil One,

by a clear, constant, earnest effort : to gather child-

hood in a living consecration to the Saviour, and to

win the youth to whom the Lord shall send you to

the knowledge and love of his Word.

Remember that adversaries are nothing when the

Lord is on your side. Paul gloried in the opposi-

tion of a surrounding world. He called it " an open
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door," where tliere were "many adversaries." A
head-wind to the steamer enhances the pojver of the

furnace, and increases the rapidity and momentum

of the ship. With all controversy, as well as with-

out it, " godliness is a great gain." David was never

more happy than when he could say to Saul :
" Thy

servant kept his father's sheep, and there came a

lion and a bear, and took a lamb out of the flock.

And I went after him, and delivered it out of his

mouth. And when he rose against me, I caught

him by his beard, and smote him and slew him."

These lambs of Jesus are intrusted to 3^our care.

"Feed them," he says. "Take care of them; and

wiiatsoever thou spendest, when I return I will repay

thee." Learn to feed them simply, appropriately.

An old farmer said of an unintelligible preacher

whom he heard, " When will these men give up try-

ing to feed sheep out of horse-racks." There is noth-

ing in the Bible which the plainest of your hearers

can not understand, if you speak to them in lan-

guage which they can comprehend. Often the ap-

parently least intellectual among the souls committed

to you, you will find "mighty in the Scriptures,"

from an habitual feeding on the Word of God.

Deal with them hindly. Be never hasty or cross
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in manner or expression. Eeraember it was the sun-

shine, and not the north wind, which stripped the

traveler's cloak from him. Kind w^ords, a soft an-

swer, do good like a medicine.

Never be imjpatlent. You will have narrow necks

to fill. And the gentle dropping of the tea-kettle

will be far better and more successful than the

swashing of the pump.

Be really loving. Children are quick detectors

of reality in feeling. A Christ-loving pastor will be

always a child-loving pastor. The real victory over

a young heart is a castle for your life.

Pray for the young. Pray w^ith them in language

perfectly simple, in terms expressive. Lay aside your

grandeur, and be yourselves little children with

them. They will cling to the knees which have

bent with them before the throne. You can never

have a happier ministry than this. And if you are

truly faithful in it, you will get in the affection and

faithfulness of the young of your flock a most abund-

ant reward.

The AGENCIES which I have thus specified, as pre-

pared for the pastor's work, are but a selection from

the number which might be referred to. Such prejD-

arations present most important openings for useful-
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ness and success in this work. In personal yisitation,

i]i providential openings, in social meetings, in care

and love for the young, you vrill have presented to

you a large and most available field for a pastor's

thought and care and effort. And when you bring

into connection with these prepared agencies your

own appointed and sanctioned instkoients, your real

and manifest qualifications, the one great object

of your pastoral work in the conversion of souls to

Cheist will prosper in your hands, and Jesus your

Lord will be glorified in your ministry for him.

In closing this special portion of our proposed

course, let me again press upon you, as the one great,

controlling fact in your history—you can do nothing

for the Saviour but in the degree and in the reality

in which he dwells by his own Spirit in you. ''Abide

in me," is his one discriminating precept for you.

"He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same

bringeth forth much fruit. Separate from me, ye

can do nothing."

This great principle of life and conduct we need

to have impressed upon us every day anew. We
are alive when we live in Christ. We are mighty

through him. We can do all thino-s throuo^h him that

strengtheneth us. In his fellowship, in his light, with
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his voice encouraging, his arm upholding, his love

soothing, his smile repaying, we can go through every

trial with perfect peace. We can endure all losses

with abiding, abounding joy. We can pass through

the valley of the shadow of death, and fear no evil.

In all your pastoral w^ork carry this great remem-

brance with you :
" He will guide you with his coun-

sel, and afterward receive you to his glory." The

days which you have given to his service on the earth,

never to be forgotten, shall bloom in an immortal

memory—shall shine with an everlasting light in the

presence of jour Lord ; and shall Kve in the grateful

minds of hundreds, perhaps of thousands, who have

been guarded, guided, fed, and nurtured by you for

the glory of him who will be their Lord and your

Lord in an eternal life.
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LECTURE V.

October 3. 1873.

My young friends, I am grateful for the attention

wliicli you have given to the four lectures already

heard. I come now to conclude my appointed course

with a consideration of the elements of powee, and

the real attainments of the Christian pastor, whose

faithful ministry in this important field we have thus

far followed. These illustrations of actual power and

attainment I shall endeavor to place upon that which

I should esteem a moderate ground, and within the

reach and the enjoyment of every truly faithful

young man in the ministry of Christ. I shall con-

iine myself to the platform of thought and sugges-

tion which we have already laid out. We shall thus

be able to bring the points of our previous considera-

tion to their proper and adequate result.

I. The first element of power in the exercise of

this pastoral ministry which I will mention is the

simplicity of the truth of God which the faithful
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pastor carries witli liim. I have adduced as the first

instrument to be employed in his work, " the Word

of God thoroughly believed;" that is, really incor-

porated and employed as unquestionable truth in the

mind and thought of the man who ministers it.

The Christian pastor's visit is a provided place and

opportunity for instruction, guidance, and individual

consolation and relief for those to whom he ministers.

It is not a scene for discussion or controversy, or at-

tempted argument, or any unsettling influence upon

the minds which he thus addresses. That is a beau-

tiful divine description of the pastor's work and

oflice ill which the prophet describes the appointed

work for him who w^as to be the Chief Shepherd of

this chosen flock :
" The Spirit of the Lord God is

upon me, because the Lord hath anointed me to

preach good tidings unto the meek. lie hath sent

me to bind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim lib-

erty to tlie captives, and the opening of the prison

to them that are bound; to proclaim the acceptable

year of the Lord, and the day of vengeance of our

God; to comfort all that mourn; to appoint unto

them that mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty

for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, and the gar-

ment of praise for the spirit of heaviness."

G
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Tliis is a very precise and affecting description of

a faithful pastor's daily work in the measure and de-

cree in which man can realize and fulfill it. In this

work we are to employ the inspired Word of God

as his infallible and undeniable truth. "We must be

familiar with its contents. We must have its instruc-

tions and testimonies laid up in our memory and

mind. We must remember that it is in itself the

Word of the Holy Ghost—the life-giving Word. The

power is in the Woed.

As we sit by the sick, as we strive to elevate the

Borrowing and the depressed, as we attempt to guide

the inquiring or to direct the anxious, our jpoioer is

not in our own skill or wisdom or experience, but in

the truth and testimony of the Word itself. God's

words are better than ours. His own language in

our instruction, or our prayer, will be the instrument

of his own divine blessing. A single passage or sen-

tence of this precious Word will sometimes be. im-

pressed upon the conscience and the memory of those

to whom we minister, as " with the point of the dia-

mond, and like lead in the robk forever,"

The pastor who is the most completely furnished

with this gracious Word, and who employs it the

most simply and constantly in* his ministry, Avill al-
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ways be the most effective and useful messenger for

the Lord of Hosts to the secret, personal wants of a

suffering people. His mind thoroughly alive with

the sacred language, will quickly pass, like a bird

upon the tree, from promise to promise, from one

precious utterance to another, in the repetition and

application of God's precious truth—the living AYord

which abideth forever. And his whole ministry will

be made a life-giving ministry to those for whom he

thus labors in the Lord's name. Our usefulness in

this work is not in the wisdom of men, but in the

power of God.

IL A second element of our power is in our own

clear jperce/ption and utterance of this discriminated,

sacred truth. Effective skill in employing and ap-

plying the inspired "Word of God is a very precious

and important gift. This is not the fruit of peculiar

intellectual grasp or acquisition, nor the result of va-

ried learning in Biblical criticism or the languages

and emendations of the Word. It is in the clear dis-

cernment and experience of its divine power and pur-

pose; in a fall understanding of the scheme of divine

grace and the salvation of man, which these holy

writings contain and proclaim.

Knowledge and experience of human suffering,
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and practical svnipatliy in applying the messages of

the sacred Word to the personal wants and sufferings

of those to Avhoni we minister, is an eminent instru-

ment of power. In the hands of two different men,

discriminated by this one element of distinction, the

Bible seems an entirely different book. The power

which the pastor exercises who can sit by the bed-

side of the sick, or in the circle of the sorrowing,

and without formality, or pretense, or assumed solem-

nity of manner, can clearly, distinctly, gently utter

the language of the Spirit, in an exposition of the

privileges of grace, and the way of divine salvation

which the Word of God contains, can not be trans-

cended by any other exercise of the Christian min-

istry. " Sanctify them by the truth," the Saviour

said; " Thy Word is truth."

Make it your constant purpose and effort to gain

clear and comprehensive views of the divine instruc-

tions ; distinct perceptions of the practical use and

desio-n of tlie words of eternal life. Seek an enlio-ht-

ened apprehension of tlie glory of the Saviour's per-

son ; of the facts of his history ; of the perfectness

of his obedience for man ; of the fullness of his rec-

onciling sacrifice ; of the glorious reality of liis res-

urrection, and his eternal reign ; of his personal
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relation to Ins people, as their one justification and

their glorious recompense of reward ; their insepar-

able companion on earth ; their life and their portion

forever. Learn to teach and to preach in your pas-

tor work of J*esus only—of Jesus clearly and discrim-

inately ; as really understanding the wdiole scheme

and fullness of his grace, and knowing whereof yon

affirm. Here is a power which wull never fail you.

A younger successor of mine in the ministry, vis-

iting an old and wasting w^idow in the congrega-

tion, asked her what he should do for her. " Only

tell me a little more of Jesus, as my old pastor used

to," was her significant reply.

- How often have I heard the poor, the aged, the

ignorant of this w^orld, in the midst of sorrow, suffer-

ing, and death, glorifying their Saviour, with sucli

strong and perfect faith, with such clear intelligence

and perception of his w^ork and worth, that their ut-

terance and knowledge seemed like a direct inspira-

tion from God.

There is your element of power. You do not pre-

vail with the hearts of your people by expostulations,

or reproofs, or earnestness of appeal alone. Jesus is

the Bread of Life ; and you must feed your hunger-

ing ones with that Living Bread. If you go upon
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your pastor work, carrying this clear perception, this

simple faith, this calm and steadfast confidence in

the revelation of a Saviom''s person, work, and power,

you will have utterance given to you. Jesus w^ill

make you mighty to prevail. And you will find this

Scriptural simplicity of teaching an element of con-

stant and very precious influence for the promotion

of his glory and the success of your work.

III. A third element of power in your pastor work

will be your manifest experience and enjoyment of the

truth you teach. Let your fire be real—the flame of

the Holy Spirit burning on the altar of j'our own

converted, believing soul, never to go out day or night.

ITo sight can be more sad than to see a spiritually

blind, unconverted man attem.pting to minister to the

sick and suffering, the awakened and inquiring. Such

a one in my acquaintance was desired to visit a lady

in his own congregation, under deep conviction of

sin. His first opening address to her was, " Miss B.,

I understand you have been thinking of eternity."

" I have thought much of it," she replied. " Would

you like to have me ask the Eev. Mr. P. to visit you?"

naming another minister of a more serious character.

" ]^o, sir," she answered. " If my own minister can

not guide me in the way of salvation, my Bible will."
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Another of the same character, known to me, was

called to visit a sick lady. Standing at the door of

her chamber, he said, "Will you have the Communion,

or only the Visitation ?" " Not the Communion this

morning," she answered. He took his Prayer-book

froni his pocket, and read the Office for the Visita-

tion of the Sick, and departed.

We may well ask, How can a ministry so formal

and lifeless be an adequate ministry of the Gospel to

the souls of men ? " Taste yourselves, that the Lord

is gracious." Be you alive unto God, in Jesus Christ

our Lord, in your own personal experience of his life-

giving power. Let the words you speak be written

and engraved by the Holy Spirit in your own hearts,

and know what you say and whereof you affirm.

There is a power in such a ministry which every one

feels, and which none are ready to deny. The pastor

evidently "leads the way;" and he is relied upon with

confidence, and received with welcome and reverence.

Such a pastor is at home in every household. He

is cherished by every true child of God. The family

of the Lord are really fed by him, and welcome his

coming in the very spirit of the prophetic description

:

"How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet

of him that bringeth good tidings, that publisheth
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peace ; that publisheth salvation ; that saith unto

Zion, Thy God reigneth." This is the power which

will attend a manifest, real experience of the Gospel,

which as pastors of the Saviour's flock you are em-

ployed to teach.

ly. Another element of power will be found in

your habit of jyersonal, inwrought j>rayer. This

power of prayer may be considered in its twofold ex-

ercise : in your own personal communion with God

your Saviour, bringing your divine strength and guid-

ance from him ; and in your social prayer with oth-

ers, making you the instrument of imparting strength

from God to them.

The truly faithful pastor lives in prayer. It is the

controlling purpose—the habitual exercise and em-

ployment of his life. He loves to go alone w^ithin

the veil to have a blessed fellowship, a personal con-

verse with the God of his salvation. He habitually

returns to bless his people with the blessings, with

which he has been enriched by God his Saviour.

He is accustomed to lay the cares, tlie wants, the

condition of his people before the throne of an ex-

alted Saviour. Tlie many questions wliicli he has

not skill to answer, the many difficulties which he has

no power to relieve, the names and the necessities of
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those committed to liim, lie frequently recomits be-

fore the mercy-seat of God, as Aaron carried the

names of the tribes of Israel engraven on his heart

with the power of a living affection. And he re-

ceives a new power for his ministry which is the gift

of God, and which enables him to deal successfully

with cases of trial which were before beyond his

reach, insoluble by any wisdom of his own. If you

would be truly faithful and useful pastors to the

flock of Jesus, you will find here one most important

and indispensable element of a desired and needed

power in your work.

But I also wish to speak of the exercise and habit

of prayer with others, in your personal visits as pas-

tors. You will find such exercises to be most wel-

come, valued, precious seasons, and instruments of

divine blessing upon your people. I well know the

difficulties which are frequently apparently in the

way of your proposal of such an exercise in your per-

sonal visits. But far more generally than you im-

agine, the expectation is cherished by others with

pleasure ; and the disappointment is real, wdien the

desire has not been met by you. As a rule in this

peculiar crisis, the obstacle is far more generally in

the fear and the sensitive shrinking of the minister

G2
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than in the hostility of the people. A trnly prayer-

ful, faithful minister will always find an open door.

Dr. Payson was invited to an evening entertain-

ment in a family and circle of friends, where the

master of the house was very averse to the minister's

habit of social prayer, and had his table so arranged

as to prevent the expected proposal. Dr. Payson said

to him, in his gentle way, "Who was it, sir, that said

these standing feasts were contrived by Satan, to shut

out the asking for a divine blessing?" "I do not

know," was the reply from the gentleman whom he

addressed ;
" but, if you please, sir, we will disappoint

him on this occasion." And he rapped for silence

among his friends, and introduced a prayer from Dr.

Payson.

You will be delighted, perhaps surprised, to find

what an element of power you have in social prayer.

A skillful, prayerful pastor may weave the whole case

of sorrow and trial before him, and the connected

history of the family in which he is ministering, into

the language of supplication, so appropriately and so

affectionately, that, by the Lord's blessing, he will

unite and elevate all the hearts around him to the

heavenly throne in the spirit of submission and love.

He may impersonate the natural language of the
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sufferers themselves, so as to awaken in tliem a tender

and suitable feeling of trust, desire, gratitude, and

submission to the divine love and wisdom. I have

seen the whole company present thus lifted up in

feeling and spirit, deeply impressed, instructed, and

moved by the language of united supplication, prob-

ably far more effectively than they could have been

by exhortations addressed directly to themselves.

Such employment of the blessed privilege of

prayer is an important study. We should feel it

as much a pastor's duty to pre-think his subjects and

utterance in prayer, addressed to a heavenly mind,

as his subjects for instruction addressed to the ear

of man. I do not forget that the Holy Spirit has

promised to teach us in that same hour, in our par-

ticular crisis and call, what w^e ought to say. But I

am also aware that his presence and power are to

prepare us for our work for Jesus as well as to ac-

company us therein. We ought never to be separate

from the spirit of prayer or preaching. But we are

to be cautious how we lay careless hands upon the

ark of God, or fail to " seek him in due order."

A young man who felt himself immediately inspired

to preach, and remonstrated against the delay and

uselessness of a prescribed study, said to Bishop



156 THE OFFICE AND DUTY

Griswold, " You know, bishop, that God has no

need of man's wisdom. It is the foolishness of

preaching which is to be made the wisdom of God."

" Yes, I know that," said the old bishop ;
" but God

has still less need of man's folly. Foolish preaching

may be very far from the foolishness of preaching

of which God speaks."

I would urge you to the utmost careful prepara-

tion within your power for all your service, and for

every service in the w^ork of the Lord which you un-

dertake, whether preaching, conversation, or prayer.

Strive to maintain the spirit of prayer as a funda-

mental element of power for all your work, and

carry it with you whithersoever and for whatsoever

you may be called or sent.

Y. Another very important element of power in

your ministry will be the cultivation and exercise of

sympathizing emotions, and cheerful, happy views of

persons and things. To make yourselves rightly ac-

ceptable to others, is, to say the least, a vast help

toward making yourselves really useful. . It is our

dispensation to carry many burdens which do not

belong to us, and to relieve many sorrows which

come upon us only in our ofiice. In the midst of

these, we have no time and no opportunity for mel-
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ancliolv, depression, or discontent. We are tlie min-

isters of a cheerful Gospel, and we should be

cheerful ministers of that Gospel. The language

of complaint we must never indulge; still less the

feeling of petulance, anger, or resentment. We can

do nothing in our private work as pastors, if we

allow a cold manner, or a morose or indifferent as-

pect. Life is peculiarly with us a divine dispensa-

tion and ministry. Our personal interests, our va-

rious family aifairs, will compel attention as much

from us as from other men. But we are as the

ministers of Christ under a special divine guardian-

ship, as peculiarly given to the work of tlie Lord.

Our bread will be given to us, and our water will be

sure. We are to be contented and cheerful. The

language of complaint can never help us. The ut-

terance or the feeling of mortification or disap-

pointment relieves no sorrow, reveals our own weak-

ness, and always exposes us to a just reproach. I

may say to you that I had been in the mxinistry

twenty-four years before I received for my pastoral

w^ork a salary suihcient to afford me what might

have been considered a proper support for my

family. I never made one question or complaint

concerning it to the authorities of my congregations,
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nor did I ever leave a people upon the ground of

personal dissatisfaction with my provision.

I would impress npon you, in all your domestic and

personal relations, learn to take with thankfulness

that which the Lord is pleased to give you ; and illus-

trate your real dependence on his love in the cul-

tivation of the habit of contentment and cheer-

fulness, that "blessing of the Lord which maketh

rich, and addeth no sorrow therewith." Go every

where to increase the joys, and not to add to the dis-

tress of the people. Do not make yourselves bur-

dens to your friends, and by no hints or representa-

tions exact more than is appointed yon.

There is a power in such a deportment of cheer-

fulness, contentment, delicacy, and refinement in your

relations as pastor, which will make all your labors

among your people " as apples of gold in a net-work

of silver." You may be " poor, yet making many rich

;

as having nothing, and yet possessing all things."

Your very entrance among the flock committed to

you will be giving light ; and all will learn to feel

that they are always the happier for seeing and hear-

ing you in your pastoral work for the honor of your

gracious Lord.

YI. All these elements of power are, after all, to
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be considered by ns but the instruments of the divine

power. The grand power of your work is always in

the attending ministry of the Holy Spirit. You go

forth as ministers of the New Testament— of the

Spirit, not of the letter. The Holy Ghost, who sep-

arates you for the work to which he has called you,

will be always with you. He will take of the things

of Christ, and show them unto you. You may seek

his presence with affectionate trust. He will make

your words to be spirit and life in the hearts of those

to whom you minister for him. It is the great priv-

ilege of your ministry to be permitted to speak the

mind of the Spirit, and to sa}^, in a loving, trusting

heart, of all your work, " It seemeth good to the Holy

Ghost and to us."

We have been acquainted with men in the minis-

try who seemed to us to be filled with the Holy Ghost

;

whose aspect and walk in life appeared always en-

lightened by the Spirit ; whose prayers and teaching

seemed always to be moved and prompted by the

Spirit of God ; and whose presence with us in the

day of suffering would have been welcomed as a di-

rect visitation of divine power, peace, and love.

Such a man was James W. Alexander, of the Pres-

byterian Church in New York, who seemed to be al-
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ways Avalkiiig in the beauties of holiness and in the

love of the Spirit. Often have I said of him, when

I am sick and dying, no man would be a more ac-

ceptable ministering visitor to me.

I have no more time to speak of this particular

exhibition of power in our ministry. These are very

distinct elements of a faithful pastor's power, though

by no means all which might be considered. Let me

earnestly press these upon your remembrance. Strive

to live in the Spirit, to walk in tlie Spirit, to pray in

the Spirit, to speak in the Spirit ; so tliat, however

successful you may be in your work for Jesus, the

glory may be wholly given to that one Spirit, who,

in a variety of ministrations, is the one abiding Teach-

er of the ransomed Church of God :
" For I give you

to understand that no man can say tliat Jesus is the

Lord, but by the Holy Ghost."

YII. With these suggestions upon the power of a

pastor's work, I will close my attempt to aid and en-

courage you in a life of usefulness in the ministry by

some suggestions upon the attainments which, through

the blessing of God, may be permitted to reward and

honor our efforts. Yfe are never left without a bless-

ing upon a faithful ministry for Christ. But the ex-

tent to which we arc really prospered, aiid tlie variety
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of that divine blessing, it will be impossible for ns to

know witliin the limits of our present life. Some

facts, however, are so clearly promised, and so readily

perceived as we go on in onr conrse, that we can not

refuse onr testimony to the Lord's faithfulness to us,

nor doubt that he has graciously accepted our labors

for his glory and his truth.

1. We shall enjoy a degree of manifest success in

our effort. From the idea of success I shall not ex-

clude a fair measure of outward prosperity and so-

cial comfort in our outward hfe. We may expect a

fair and adequate provision for our proper wants ; a

reasonable measure of personal health ; the many do-

mestic comforts which fill our habitations ; the re-

spect and kindness of our fellow-men ; the " many

fathers and mothers, brothers and sisters," which have

been included in the Lord's gracious promise and

providence.

I have seen much of human society, in all the va-

ried classes of social life ; and I must give my testi-

mony with fidelity, that no class of men are more

uniformly welcomed with respect, cherished with af-

fection, honored in general esteem, and made com-

fortable and contented in their various earthly rela-

tions in our country, than the faithful and upright
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ministers of tlie Gospel of Clirist. This habitual

result in my observation, so far from being dimin-

ished in the progress of years, was never more mani-

festly the characteristic and the general tribute of

the people in this nation than it is in our day. The

ministry of the churches of Jesus our Lord have

their full share of respect, of power, of influence in

all portions of our land ; and, in the degree of their

personal claims, are uniformly and every where ac-

knowledged with reverence, and welcomed with gen-

eral respect.

I must further say that this feeling and habit, in

all its local relations, is nniformly measured to indi-

viduals by their fidelity in their pastoral duties and

relations. The preacher is spoken of wdth resjDect,

according to an intelligent valuation of his personal

talent and accomplishments, as a public agent, and

not unfrequently with a severe criticism and exami-

nation. But the faithful pastor dwells as a father

among his children in every Church, and every con-

gregation and community. He is embedded in a liv-

ing home, and remembered and thought of with an

unchangeable regard and confidence.

The preacher will fade with age. The pastor

grows brighter as he proceeds; still advancing in
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human esteem ; bringing forth his fruit in old age

;

ilhistrating in a far higher measure the beautiful re-

flection of the aged hero of Greece

:

*'To the still grave retiring, as to rest;

My peoi^le blessing—by my people blest."

My young friends, this is success in the highest

earthly degree. It is a life which gathers out of this

world all that earth can give, and leaves to man no

want which is unsupplied.

2. Such a pastor receives actual seals of his minis-

try in the divine conversion of souls to Christ their

Saviour. How sweetly Paul says to the Corinthians

:

" Ye may have ten thousand instructors. Ye have

not many fathers. In Christ Jesus I have begotten

you through the Gospel." How precious is this bond

between a faithful pastor and the child of God, who

owes to his ministry the salvation of his own soul

!

I am sure I shall never forget my sailor-boy, of

whom I have already told you, as the first-fruits of

my youthful ministry. Paul employs the figure, and

I may also use it. I do not believe that any young

mother rejoices over her first-born with a more real

or a purer joy than a young Christian pastor rejoices

over the first new-born soul, manifestly given to him

as a sincere and lovinsj minister of Jesus Christ.
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I once heard a minister in middle age say that he

did not know that God had ever given to him a sin-

gle soul as a witness to his ministr3\ The utterance

shocked me then long years ago, and it seems vastly

more shocking to me now. What is the life of a

minister of Christ worth, if no precious souls are re-

covered and saved by the exercise and outpouring of

his love for Jesus? All the comforts and gains of

earth would seem to me as nothing in this compari-

son. I should take up the retrospective complaint of

Grotius and Selden in such a barren review :
" Yita

agitur, operose nihil agendo"— "My life has been

spent in laboriously doing nothing at all."

But we shall not be left thus desolate if we are

sincere and faithful in the work committed to us.

The residue of the spirit is with tlie Lord. He will

never be slack in his promise, however long-suffering

he may be toward us. And how great will be the

joy of looking upon those whom the Lord has given

to us, as we are training them for him, and edifying

them in his service, and in the anticipation of his

glorious coming.

This is the real success of our life—the winning

souls for Jesus. It is a joy w^hich no man taketh

from us. And this is the peculiar result of a faithful
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pastoral work : feeding the slieep and tlic lambs of

the Saviour's flock. Tlie more truly we are devoted

to this one purpose of life, the more abundantly will

he multiply his blessings upon us. If we strive, "in

season, out of season," to lead ransomed souls to Jesus,

hiding ourseh-es in the light which shines from him

;

not preaching ourselves, but Jesus Christ the Lord

—

" Of Zion it shall be said for us, that tliis and that

man were born there ;" and " the Lord shall rehearse

it when lie writeth up his people ;" when " they that

are wise shall shine as the brightness of the firma-

ment, and they who turn many to righteousness, as

the stars, forever and ever."

3. ^Ye may have the great joy of receiving special

revivals of the Saviour's work under our ministry.

Those great revivals Avhich refreshed the churches of

tliis country in former years can never be forgotten

by the men who were permitted to labor in them.

They Yvcve wonderful demonstrations of the presence

and power of the Spirit of God in the Saviour's

Church on eartli. I w^ill give you some illustrations

in a short account of two, in which my own ministry

was personally occupied, and the influence and re-

sults of which I saw and knew.

In the opening of the year 1820 I was in Bristol,
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Khode Island, preparing for my ministry with tlie

venerable Bishop Griswold. I have already referred

to the Sabbath evening on which he officiated for the

last time for two months. During all this period he

was confined with a severe illness to his house. At

our weekly prayer-meeting on the previous Friday

evening, there were but thirteen persons present. It

appeared to us a most depressing condition, and al-

most hopeless. On Monday, after the events before

described, there appeared a very remarkable earnest-

ness and interest among the people, manifested in

conversation among little gatherings around, and re-

sulting in a general demand for an assembling of the

people for a religious worship and conference. They

were unwilling to wait for the regular meeting of

Friday. Accordingly, a meeting was privately noti-

fied to be held in a private house offered for the pur-

pose on Thursday evening. It became my duty to

conduct it. I found the house at the appointed time

as completely filled as it would have been at a crowd-

ed funeral.

A small table was placed for me on the half-way

landing of tlie stairs, with a Eible and a hymn-book

;

and there I stood, in all the weakness of a youth not

twenty years of age, to address an anxious assembly.
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filling every space wliicli I could see, and the rooms

which were beyond my sight. That meeting was the

commencement of a series of nightly public meetings,

which were continued for three months. These were

also soon connected with the appointment of another

in the afternoon, and then another in the morning, of

most of the days in different parts of the town, and

in many of the country dwellings around. The

same awakened spirit was found in the Methodist

and Presbyterian churches. We worked together in

unison and harmony. The whole population of the

town seemed to feel the solemn impulse. The bus-

iness of the people was for a season arrested. The

stores were closed. The general interest of the

people appeared to be consecrated to the one great

thought and purpose of the soul's salvation.

I have not time to dwell upon the incidents of

this wonderful season. Many of them were very

remarkable. And I can not speak personally be-

yond the experience^'of the Episcopal Church. There

seemed to be scarce a person in the town unaffected

or uninterested in the one great theme of conversa-

tion. There were some scoffers ; but they awakened

no thought on their side. The whole work was too

manifestly the work of the Lord to be derided.
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Perhaps eiglit weeks had passed by, during which,

in outward ministry, I was quite alone in the Epis-

copal Church to meet' this whole aggregate of de-

mand for public teaching and private conference.

"When the bisliop, who was also the rector of the

church, became sufficiently restored to receive a

number at his house, sixty or seventy of the new

converts were assembled in his dining-room. Sit-

ting in his chair, a manifest invalid, he addressed

these precious souls. You may readily conceive how

my young heart rejoiced at the sight, and in the

sound of his encouraging voice.

I was laboring there in the same way, not with

the same increasing numbers, for a full year after

this occasion. There Avas no diminution of reli^-ious

interest, and not mucli more in public services; no

retraction of earnestness in the persons thus convert-

ed, nor in the general effects produced. This was a

revival ; the work of the Spirit of God ; the fruit and

the result of the truly faithful pastoral ministry and

public teaching of the venerable man of God to whom

I have referred, who had been for near twenty years

the beloved pastor of that church. How much I

learned of the appointed work and blessing of the

ministry during that period you can readily see. It



OF A CHEISTIAN PASTOli. 100

was tliQ beginning of mj life, and it left an un-

changeable impression on my ministry. I speak of

the whole event here as one of the blessed attain-

ments of the ministry through the gift of the Holy

Spirit.

In the winter of 1831, in the city of Philadelphia,

God was pleased to open to me another similar mani-

festation of his grace. Our weekly prayer-meeting

was on Saturday evening. At the close of the meet-

ing on this occasion, after I had dismissed the as-

sembly, sixteen persons of both sexes, all youthful,

remained on their knees in different parts of the

room, unconscious of each other's presence. I went

round and spoke to each. I knelt and prayed witii

all. And after another hour thus spent they retired.

I was overwhelmed with gratitude and amazement.

On the Sabbath morning succeeding, I gave some

account of the preceding evening, and appointed a

meeting on Monday evening for conversation with

all who were awakened to seek their personal salva-

tion. At that meeting more than seventy persons

came under this invitation. I have already referred

to this meeting in a previous lecture. This was the

commencement of a very remarkable revival. Dur-

ing two years succeeding, in all the seasons, we main-

H
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tained a morning prayer-meeting daily, at six o'clock,

wliicli even in mid-winter was well attended.

The immediate results of this divine visitation

were in the conversion of more than two hundred

persons, among whom were fifteen married couples

in the early maturity of life. Some of the incidents

and individual cases of conversion daring this gra-

cious season were as remarkable and peculiar as any

of which I have ever heard. I have already referred

to a few of these, and I have not tune to dwell too

long upon others.

A very fashionable lady, the w^ife of a Commodore

in the navy, was, with her husband and family, a por-

tion of my congregation. At our early prayer-meet-

ing in winter, on one Tliursday morning, this lady

was present, and waited for me at tlie close of the

meeting, and I accompanied her to her house. . I will

give you the accoimt, as nearly as I can, in her own

words. She said

:

"I have not been in bed during the whole night.

I have left my husband and children asleep ; and

after having walked the floor the whole night, I re-

membered your meeting at six o'clock, and locked

my street door, and came to meet you here. Last

evening I was coming down Walnut Street, after
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dark, on my return to my home. When opposite to

Washington Square, I heard a church bell ringino*.

I felt an irresistible impulse, I know not Vvhy, to fol-

low the sound. I saw a number of persons goim^

into a church of which I had no knowledge, and I

followed them. They ascended the stairs leadiug to

a lecture -room over the hall, and I accompanied

them, and sat down. Presently I saw you come in,

and go into the desk. I was amazed. I know not

what influence it v/as, but you preached to me as I

never heard you before. My whole soul vras aroused.

I louged to speak to you after the service vv^as con-

cluded ; but I hesitated until you were gone, and I

vrent home alone. And now I have come to you

this morning for your instruction and guidance."

You may imagine with what astonishment I list-

ened to this recital. At my tea-table the preceding

evening a gentleman called to say that Mr. Barnes,

the pastor of the church which she described, was

suddenly ill, and to beg me to snj^ply his place in

his regular weekly lecture. I assented to his request,

and went immediately, and this was the result.

The message of Peter to Cornelius hardly appeared

to me more wonderful. The conversion of this lady

was most entire—a wonderful illustration of ffrace.
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She honored lier Saviour in a faithful hfe, and in a

subsequent happy departure. But this was only one

of many instances of the all-sufficient grace of a

glorified Saviour which were witnessed in that re-

vival.

Of such revivals of the actual influence of the

Gospel, as distinct blessings from Jesus to his Church,

I can not speak but as of gifts of grace of the high-

est worth, and as attainments for the ministry of the

utmost value and importance. For such the faith-

ful pastors of his people will earnestly labor. For

tliem all the living members of his Clnn-cli should

pray and strive. The language of his prophet should

be the utterance of their hearts :
" O Lord, revive thy

work in the midst of the years ; in wrath remember

mercy."

4. In the pursuit of such a pastoral ministry as

I have sketched, there will be found much happi-

ness as a sure attainment for the faithful servant of

the Lord Jesus. The labors of the Christian minis-

try are in themselves an unspeakable privilege ; and

they confer unceasing pleasure upon the man whose

lieart is in his work. The daily dealing with those

who love the work of the Lord ; the unceasing min-

istration of comfort and peace to the weary ; the re-
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moving of burdens from the heavy laden ; the per-

mission to give our whole time to the work of the

Lord upon the earth ; to see our personal efforts con-

stantly promotive of comfort and strength to others

—can not but afford the purest comfort to a gener-

ous arid loving spirit.

There is a pleasure in the public proclamation of

tlie Word of God when we are made successful in

awakening attention, and in communicating religious

instruction and elevated motives and purposes to oth-

ers, which can not be transcended by the enjoyment

of any other life of man on earth. For mere intel-

lectual enjoyment, perhaps the public duties of the

pulpit may be to the minister of Christ the source of

a higher or more exhilarating satisfaction ; but the

daily faithful work of the Christian pastor ministers

to himself a calm, pure, and unceasing gratification.

I am perfectly sure that no class of men attain a

more tranquil, contented, or really satisfied mind

than they who have cheerfully given their whole

thought and time and faithful care to the one work

of rescuing from evil, of recalling to duty, of ele-

vating in holiness, both by their instruction and their

example, the multitude of their fellow-men—bought

with tlie same precious blood, and called by the same
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divine Spirit—to the same heavenly and eternal home

of a reconciled Father and God.

And Avhen you add to all this the final retrospect

o£ life and the glorious hope with which it closes, how

filled with satisfaction is such a remembrance, and

how abounding in happiness has been such a career.

The eminent Archbishop Williams said in liis dy-

ing hour, " I have filled more places of trust in

Church and State than any man before me in this

kingdom. But in this hour I should have more sat-

isfaction in knovv^ino; that I liad been the instrument

of bringing one soul to Christ my Lord, than I can

now take in all the honor and wealth whicli I have

enjoyed on earth."

But when j'ou pass beyond this retrospect of earthly

life to the living testimony of the divine acceptance

and favor, and anticipate that last acknowledgment

of a faithful pastor's work—" Well done, good and

faithful servant ; enter thou into the joy of thy

Lord"—how complete becomes the recompense of

your work ! How satisfying is the choice which you

have made ! How thoroughly remunerative has been

the investment of all the powers of your life and be-

ing in this one work, whatever you may have had to

give, and whatever it may have really cost you.
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I thus complete the course wliicli I was desired

to address to yon, my yomig friends, in these five

lectures. I entered upon the task with no reluctance,

though not without inconvenience at my advanced

period of life. If I have really succeeded in gratify-

ing, encouraging, and instructing you, the remem-

brance of our meeting here w^ill be a pleasure to me

amid the many cares of a declining and closing day,

and the many obligations and burdens which in the

providence of my gracious Lord still remain upon

me.

And with much gratitude for the attention dnd

respect with whicli I have been received and wel-

comed, I offer you my best wishes and my earnest

prayer for your full success in all the work of life,

and your final acceptance and reward from your

gracious Master's hands.





APPENDIX.

I SHOULD scarce feel at liberty to append the fol-

lowing resolutions and personal expressions -of esteem

and honor, if it did not appear to me migrateful and

disrespectful to omit them, excessive as I feel them to

be in their relation to mj^self. They are the separate

action of the students and the faculty of the Theo-

logical School in the Boston University, received

with the request for the publication w^hich I have

now made.

Boston Univeesitt, School of Theology, )

October 3, 1873. S

Rev. Stephen IT. Tyng, D.D. :

Dear Sir,—As a committee of the students, \ve desire to

express the deep interest we have felt while listening to your

recent lectures before us upon the Christian pastorate. And

we earnestly request, if it be your pleasure, that they may be

published, both for our future study and for the edification of

our brethren in the ministry.

ResiDectfully,

A Co^lmittee from the Students.

H2
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RESOLUTIONS

PASSED BY THE FACULTY OF THE SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY IN

BOSTON UNIVERSITY.

It is encoiu*aging, refresliing, and ennobling to meet one

Tvliose keen intellectual perceptions api)ear not to have been

in the least bhmtecl, but rather imj)roved with his advancing

years ; the piireness and chasteness of whose language, and

the simplicity of whose style, throw a rich charm over every

sentence used ; and whose affectionate devotion to his Lord

and Master is the svreetest and most perfect charm of all;

Therefore Eesoked, That we, the Faculty of the School of

Theology, Boston University, extend our sincere thanks to the

Her. Dr. Tyng for his excellent lectures upon " The Pastoral

Office;" which have been characterized with the sharp dis-

crimination of a professed dialectician ;• with the rhetorical

excellence of one who is a master of his mother-tongue ; and

with the earnestness of one whose soul is alive to the grandest

interests of the Redeemer's kingdom.

Also Besolved., That we recognize in Dr. Tyng one who for

more than half a century has faithfully and successfully ful-

filled the duties of that office, with whose importance and

dignity he has so deeply impressed us.

And also Mewlted^ That in our judgment Dr. Tyng will ren-

der the Church and the ministiy a lasting service by allowing

the publication of his admii'able lectures.
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'JXo.liiction and Commentaries, lly

LorLv'^oN wSfSin Tei? from tUe Editions ot Orell., Macleane,

KEINDEER, DOGS, AND gNOW \HOg, a Jonn^a^^^

j;??,,!!SSlTe"cl'TellSl.Xpt^^ 11-trated. Cro«n 6v„.

&c. G vols., 12mo, Cloth, $12 00.
, ^ , ,.

CAELYLE'S FRENCH REVOLUTION. History of the French Revolution.

2 vols., 12mo, Cloth, $3 50.

Complete in 9 vols.j 12ino, Cloth, %yi> ou.

COLERIDGE-S COMPLETE WORKS ^,Tb^S.-\';|^^^^^^^^^^^^

Taylor «»,l«!dge With an
I'^'F^'^'^ffntessor Sirei.D. Complete m

S'^i^n^Vot^'^lth^a'poXalt^'s^airSvo, Cloth, $10 50.

DOOLITTLE'S. CHINA. Social Life of the CWnese: -i^?, -- ASfa|J
their Ee«g'">;?.^«"T,?f,nM,o^e°cln8lve Reference to Fuhchan. By
Opinions. With special 1^"' °J'fe"S Member ot the Fnhchau Mis-

OIBBOK'SKOMK History of the Deciiije and Fall of
.^^^^^^^^^

DAZEN'S SCHOOL AND.ARMY IN GERMANY AND FRANCE. J^he

ouel Sixth Infantry. Crown Svo, Cloth, %l oU.

HARPER'S NEW CLASSICAL LIBRARY. Literal Translationg.

The following Vols, arenowready. 12mo, Cloth, $1 50 each.

DAVIS'S CABTHAGE.^ Cartha™ and her Rem

fiSSM'ap?,"wo"oSi, gJiS^o'^ShX-Pl^s, &c. svo. Cloth.

4^4 00

EDGEWORTH'S (Miss) NOVELS. With Engravings. 10 vols., 12mo,

Cloth, $15 00.

GROTE'S HISTORY OP GREECE. 12 vols., 12mo, Cloth, $1S 0..
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HELPS'S SPANISH CONQUEST. The Spauish Conquest iu America, and
its Relation to the History of Slaver)' and to the Government of Colouie.'^.

13y AiiTuiju Helps. 4 vols., 12mo, Cloth, $G 00.

HALE'S (Mrs.) WOMAN'S RECORD. Woman's Record ; or, r,io--npliicfiI

Sketches of all Distinguished Women, from the Creation to tht; I'lesent
Time. Arranged iu Four Eras, with Selections from Female Writers of
Each Era. By Mrs. Saeau Josepua Hale. Illustrated ^vith more than
'2U0 Portraits. Svo, Cloth, $5 00.

HALL'S ARCTIC RESEARCHES. Arctic Researches and Life among the
Esquimaux : being the Narrative of an Expedition in Search of Sir John
Franklin, in the Years ISGO, ISGl, and ISG'2. By Cuap.les Fuanois Hall.
With Maps and 100 Illustrations. The Illustrations are from the Origi-
nal Drawings by Charles Parsons, Henry L. Stephens, Solomon Eytinge,
W. S. L. Jewett, and Granville Perkins, aftci* Sketches by Captain Hall.
Svo, Cloth, $5 00.

HALLAM'S CONSTITUTIONAL HISTORY OF ENGLAND, from the Ac-
cession of Henry VII. to the Death of George II. Svo, Cloth, $2 00.

HALLAM'S LITERATURE. Introduction to the Literature of Europe dur-
ing the Fifteenth, Sixteenth, and Seventeenth Centuries. By Henbv
Hallam. 2 vols., Svo, Cloth, %A 00.

HALLAM'S MIDDLE AGES. State of Europe during the Middle Ages.
By Heney Hallam. Svo, Cloth, $2 00.

HILDRETH'S HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES. Fiest Seetes:
From the First Settlement of the Country to the Adoption of the Federal
Constitution. SEnoNi) Seriks : From the Adoption of the Federal Con-
stitution to the End of the Sixteenth Congress. G vols., Svo, Cloth,
$1S 00.

HUME'S HISTORY OF ENGLAND. History of England, from the Inva-
sion of Julius Cnesar to the Abdication of James II., IGSS. By Davii>
Hume. A new Edition, with the Author's last Corrections and Improve-
ments. To which is Pretixed a short Account of his Life, written by
Himself. With a Portrait of the Author. 6 vols., 12mo, Cloth, $9 00.

JAY'S WORKS. Complete Works of Rev. William Jay : comprising his
Sermons, Family Discourses, Morning and Evening Exercises for every
Day iu the Year, Family Prayers, &c. Author's enlarged Edition, re-
vised. 3 vols., Svo, Cloth, $6 00.

JEFFERSON'S DOMESTIC LIFE. The Domestic Life of Thomas Jeffer-
son: compiled from Family Letters and Reminiscences, by his Great-
Grauddaushter, Sarau N. Randolph. With Illustrations. Crown Svo,
Illuminated Cloth, Beveled Edges, $2 50.

JOHNSON'S COMPLETE WORKS. The Works of Samuel Johnson, LL.D.
With an Essay on his Life and Genius, by Artuub Mcepuy, Esq. Por-
trait of Johnson. 2 vols., Svo, Cloth, $4 00.

KINGLAKE'S CRIMEAN WAR. The Invasion of the Crimea, and an Ac-
count of its Progress down to the Death of Lord Raglan. By Alexan-
der William Kinolake. With Maps and Plans. Two Vols. read}'.

l'2mo, Cloth, $2 00 per vol.

KINGSLEY'S WEST INDIES. At Last: A Christmas iu the West Indies.
By Chaeles Kingslev. Illustrated. 12mo, Cloth, $1 50.

KRUM^IACHER'S DAVID, KING OF ISRAEL. David, the King of Isra-
el: a Portrait drawn from Bible History and tne Book of Psalms. By
FiiF.DERicK William Krummaouee, D.D., Author of "Elijah the Tish-
bite,".&c. Translated under the express Sanction of the Author by the
Rev. M. G. Easton, 51. A. With a Letter from Dr. Krummacher to his
American Readers, and a Portrait. l'2mo. Cloth, $1 75.

LAMB'S COMPLETE WORKS. The Works of Charles Lamb. Compris-
ing his Letters, Poems, Essays of Ella, Essays upon Shakspeare, Ho-
garth, «fcc., and a Sketch of his Life, with the Final Memorials, by T. Noon

. Talfouei). Portrait. 2 vols., 12mo, Cloth, J3 00.
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LIVINGSTONE'S SOUTH AFRICA. Missionary Travels and Kesearches
in South Africa; including a Sketch of Sixleeu Years' liesidence in the
Interior of Africa, audu Jouruey from the Cape of Good Hope to Loan-
do oil the West Coast; thence across the Continent, down the Kiver
Zambesi, to the Easteru Ocean. By David Livingstone, LL.D., D.C.L.
With Portrait, Maps by Arrowsraith, and numerous Illustrations. 8vo,
Cloth, $-1 50.

LIVINGSTONES' ZAMBESL Narrative of an Expedition to the Zambesi
and its Tributaries, and of the Discovery of the Lakes Shirwa and Ny-
assa. 1S5S-13G4. By David and Cuaklks LiviNGtsxoNE. With Map and
Illustrations. Svo, Cloth, $5 00.

M'CLINTOCK & STRONG'S CYCLOPEDIA. Cyclopfcdia of Biblical,
Theological, and Ecclesiastical Literature. Prepared by the Rev. John
]\L'Cliniock, D.D., and James Stkong, S.T.D. 5 vol>^. now readi;. Royal
Svo, Price per vol., Cloth, $5 00; Sheep, $6 00; Half Morocco, $S 00.

MARCY'S ARMY LIFE ON THE BORDER. Thirty Years of Army Life
on the Border. Comprising descriptions of the Indian Nomads of the
Plains ; Explorations ofNew Territory ; a Trip across the Rocky Mount-
ains in the Winter; Descriptions of the Habits cf Diflercnt Animals
found in the West, and the Methods of Hunting them ; with Incidents
in the Life of Dificrcnt Frontier Men, &c., &c. By Brevet Brigadier-
General R. B. Mai;cv, U.S.A., Author of "The Prairie Traveller." With
numerous Illustrations. Svo, Cloth, Beveled Edges, $3 CO.

MACAULAY'S HISTORY OP ENGLAND. The History of England from
the Accession of dames 11. By Tuomas Baulnoton Maoaulay. With
an Oriirinal Portrait of the Author. 5 vols., Svo, Cloth, $10 00; 12mo,
Cloth, $7 50.

MOSHEIM'S ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY, Ancient and Modern; in
which the Rise, Progress, and Variation of Church Power are considered
in their Connection with the State of Learning and Philosophv, and the
Political History of Europe during that Period. Translated, with Notes,
&c., by A. Maclainic, D.D. A new Edition, continued to 182G, by C.
CooTE, LL.D. 2 vols., Svo, Cloth, $i 00.

THE DESERT OP THE EXODUS. Journeys on Foot in the Wilderness
of the Forty Years' Wanderings; undertaken in connection with the
Ordnance Survey of Sinai and the Palestine Exploration Fund. By E.
II. PAI.MER, M.A., Lord Almoner's Professor of Arabic, and Fellow of
St. John's College, Cambridge. With Maps and numerous Illustrations
from Photographs and Drawings taken on the spot by the Sinai Survey
Expedition and C. F. Tyrwhitt Drake. Crown bvo. Cloth, $3 00.

OLIPHANT'S CHINA AND JAPAN. Narrative of the Earl of Elgin's Mis-
sion to China and Japan, in the Years 1S57, '58, '59. By Laurkxce Oli-
ruANT, Private Secretary to Lord Elgin. Illustrations. Svo, Cloth, $3 50.

OLIPHANT'S (Miis.) LIFE OF EDWARD IRVING. The Life of Edward
Irving, Minister of the National Scotch Church, London. Illustrated by
liis Journals and Correspondence. By Mrs. OLirnANx. Portrait. Svo
Cloth, $3 50,

RAWLINSON'S MANUAL OP ANCIENT HISTORY. A Manual of An-
cient History, from tlie Earliest Times to the Fall of the Western Empire.
C(miprising the History of Chaldtea, Assyria, Media, Babylonia, Lydia,
PhcEnicia, Syria, JudaBa, Egypt, Carthage, Persia, Greece, Macedonia,
Parthia, and Rome. By Gicorgr Rawi.inson, M.A., Camden Professor
of Ancient History in the University of Oxford. 12mo, Cloth, $2 50.

RECLUS'S THE EARTH. The Earth: A Descriptive History of the Phe-
nomena and Life of the Globe. By Elisee Rf.clus. Translated by the
late B. B. Woodward, and Edited by Henry Woodward. With 234 Maps
and Illustrations and 23 Page Maps printed in Colors. Svo, Cloth, $5 00.

RECLUS'S OCEAN. The Ocean, Atmosphere, and Life. Being*the Second
Series of a Descriptive History of the Life of the Globe. Bv lir.tSEK Ric-
cLus. Profusely Illustrated with 2.00 Maps or Figures, and 27 Maps
printed iu Colors. Svo, Cloth, $G 00.
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SHAKSPEAEE. The Dramatic Works of William Shakspeare, with the
Corrections and Illustrations of Dr. Joiinsom, G. STKVE^8, and others.
Kevised by Isaac Keeb. Engravings. G vols, Eoyal 12mo, Cloth, %'d 00.

2 vols., Svo, Cloth, $J: 00.

SMILES'S LIFE OF THE STEPHENSONS. The Life of George Stephen-
eon, and of his Son, Kobert Stephenson ; comprising, also, a History of
the Invention and Introduction ui ihe Railway Locomotive. By Samuel
Smiles, Author of " Self-Help," &c. With Steel Portraits and numerous
Illustrations. Svo, Cloth, $3 00.

SMILES'S HISTORY OF THE HUGUENOTS. The Huguenots: their Set-
tlements, Churches, and Industries in England and Ireland. By Samuel
Smiles. With an Appendix relating to the Huguenots in America.
Crown Svo, Cloth, $1 75.

SPEKE'S AFRICA. Journal of the Discovery of the Source of the Kile.

By Captain John Hanning Spkke, Captain H.M. Indian Army, Fellow
and Gold Medalist of the Royal Geographical Society, Hon. Correspond-
ing Member and Gold Medalist of the French Geographical Society, &c.
With Maps and Portraits and numerous Illustrations, chiefly from Draw-
ings by Captain Graut. Svo, Cloth, uniform with Livingstone, Earth,
Burton, «5;;c., H CO.

STRICKLAND'S (Miss) QUEENS OF SCOTLAND. Lives of the Queens of
Scotland and English Princesses connected with the Eegal Succession
of Great Britain. Py Agnes Stkicklane. S vols., 12mo, Cloth, $12 00.

THE STUDENT'S SERIES.
France. Engravings. 12mo, Cloth, $2 00.

Gibbou. Engravings. 12ino, Cloth, $2 00.

Greece. Engravings. 12mo, Cloth, $2 GO.

Hume. Engravings. 12mo, Cloth, $2 00.

Rome. By Liddell. Engravings. 12mo, Cloth, $2 00.

Old Testament History. Engravings. 12mo, Cloth, $2 00.

New Testament Historv. Engravings, 12mo, Cloth, $2 00.

Strickland's Queens of Englaird. Abridged. Eng'a. 12mo, Cloth, $2 00.

Ancient History of the East. 12mo, Cloth, $2 00.

llallam'd Middle Ages. 12mo, Clolh, $2 00.

Halhim's Constiluiional History of England. 12mo, Cloth, $2 00.

Lyell's Elements of Geology. 12mo, Cloth, $2 00.

TENNYSON'S COMPLETE POEISIS. The Complete Poems of Alfred Ten-
nyson, Poet Laureate. With numerous Illustrations by Eminent Artists,

and Three Characteristic Portraits. Svo, Paper, 75 cents; Cloth, $1 25.

THOMSON'S LAND AND THE BOOK. The Land and the Book; or. Bib-
lical Illustrations drawn from the Manners and Customs, the Scenes
and the Scenery of the Holy Land. By W. M. Thomson, D.D., Twenty-
live Years a Missionary of the A.B.C.F.M. in Syria and Palestine. With
two elaborate Maps of Palestine, an accurate Plan of Jerusalem, and
several hundred Engravings, repiesenting the Scenery, Topograjjhy, and
Productions of the Holv Land, and the Costumes, Manners, and Habits
of the People. 2 large "l2mo vols.. Cloth, $5 00.

TYERMAN'S WESLEY. The Life and Times of the Rev. John Wesley,
M.A., Founder of the Methodists. Bv the Rev. Luke Tveeman. Por-
traits. 3 vols.. Crown Svo, Cloth, S7 59.

TYER:MAN'S OXFORD METHODISTS. The Oxford Methodists : Memoirs
of the Rev. Messrs. Clayton, Ingham, Gambold, Ilervej', and Broughton,
with Biographical Notices of others. By the Rev. L. Tyeujian. With
Portraits! Crown Svo, Cloth, $2 50.

VAJIBEKY'S CENTRAL ASIA. Travels in Central Asia. Being the Ac-
count of a Journey from Tcheren across the Turkoman Desert, on the
Eastern Shore of the Caspian, to Khiva, Bokhara, and Samarcaud, per-
formed in the Year 1SG3. By Akminius VAmuei'.v, Member of the Hun-
garian Academy of Pesth, by Avhom he was sent on this Scientific Mis-
sion. With Map and Woodcuts. Svo, Cloth, $4 50.

WOOD'S it^MES WITHOUT HANDS. Homes Without Hands: being a
J)escrii)(ion of the Habitations of Animals, classed according to their
Principle of Construction. Bv J. G. Wood, M.A., F.L.S. . With about
140 Illustrations. Svo, Cloth, iBevcled Edges, $4 50.
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