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CONSTITUTION

OF THE

OHIO STATE TEACHERS’ ASSOCIATION.

PREAMBLE. !

As a means of elevating the profession of Teaching, and of promoting the!
interests of schools in Ohio, we whose names are affixed associate oui'selves :
together under the following i

, CONSTITUTION.

dAﬁn’erl L—~This Association shall be called the Ohio State Teachers’ Asso- :
ation. :

ARTICLE IT.—The officers of this Association shall be a President, twenty-ons !
Vice Presidents, a Recording Secretary, a Corresponding Secretary, and an:
Executive Committee, to consist of seven persons. '

ARTICLE IIL—It shall be the duty of the President to preside at all meetings :
of the Association. In case of vacancy, or his absence, it shall be the duty of :
anx one of the Vice Presidents to perform the same duty.

RTICLE LV.—It shall be the duty of the Recording Secretary to perform the
usual duties devolving upon such officer.

ARTICLE V.—It shall be the duty of the Corresponding Secretary to corres-
pond with associations of a similar character; to correspond with individu.
under the direction of the Executive Committee; he shall, further, keep a
copy of communications from and to him, in a book provided for that purpose;
keep such correspondence on file, and report his correspondence, when caUe(i
upon to do 8o, at any regular meeting of the Association. :

ARTicLE VI—It shall be the duty of the Treasurer to receive and keep all-
funds belonging to the Association, and pay out the same only on orders from .
the Chairman of the Executive Committee. He shall keep a faithful account of :
all moneys received and ez:gended, in a book to be provided for that purpose, ;
:i:d repo:it the condition of the finances, when called upon to do so, at any reg-1

ar meeting. H

ARTICLE VII—The Executive Committee shall carry into effect all orders and ,
resolutions of the Association, and shall devise and put into operation sach other
measures, not inconsistent with the object of this Association, as it shall deem ;
best. It shall fix the time and place for holding all regular meetings of the
Association, and shall appoint at least an annual meeting each year, securs
speakers, and arrange business to come before the Association. It shall keep a
full record of its proceedings, and present an annual report of the same to the
Association.

ARTICLE VIIL.—The Executive Committee shall hold its first meeting as soon
after election as practicable. Four members of said committee shall constitute
a quornm for business, and afterwards may meet on its own adjournment or
appointment.

RTICLE IX.—All funds raised for the Association shall be by voluntary céh-
tribution, and shall be expended under the direction of the Executive Committee,-
through its Chairman.

ARTICLE X.—Any teacher or active friend of education, male or female, m
become a member of this Association, by subscribing to this Constitution, ea:z
male member ayinf the Treasurer the sum of one dollar.

ArTicLE XI.—Delegates appointed to attend the meetings of this Associatior
by county associations, whose object is in unison with ours, shall be consider;
as honorary members.

ArticLE XIL—The officers of this Association shall be chosen by ballot, at
the annual meetings of this Association, and shall hold their offices for one year,
or until their TS are el d

ArtICLE XIIL—This Constitution may be altered or amended by a majority
of the members present at any regular meeting, where notice of such ntended
alteration rhall have been given at the vreceding regular meeting.

Article X, as amended, July 1855. Any Teacher or active friend of educatios
may become a member of this Association by subscribing to this Constitutios
and paying to the Treasurer the sum of one dollar; and male members may rqg
tain the privilege of membership by the annual payment of one doliar.
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THE

Ohic Jourml of Gonetion.

COLUMBUS, JANUARY, 1855.

Introdnctory,

ITH the opening of the year, the Journal enters anew upon its

chosen mission. 'We tender to our patrons, to all the friends

of universal education, a cordial greeting ; and while we wish them a

happy new year, we would contribute our utmost to aid them in the use

of the proper means for securing the full fruition of all the pleasures

arising from well-directed efforts for their own intellectual, social, and -
moral culture, and the improvement of those for whom they labor.

The great objects for which the Journal was established and for which
it has, during the last three years, incessantly labored, are too well
known to need explanation here. It will continue its efforts for the
improvement of the means, and the success of the plans adopted, for the
advancement of thorough education in all the institutions of our State
and country.

The specific plans of our State Teachers’ Association for the coming
year can not be definitely announced till after the annual meeting ; but
the success of its labors during the past seven years, the steadiness with
which it has gone forward in the advancement of its objects, is a suffi-
cient guaranty that its course will be—onward. And this must be the
motto of the Journal : regardless of- the ory of ‘‘hard times,” of the
indifference with which the ‘¢ hackneyed subject of education” is often
met, we must go forward. Onward! As its echo resounds in the ear,
we are cheered by the voices of the illustrious dead. Said the Father
of our country, ‘In proportion as the structure of a government gives
force to public opinion, it is essential that public opinion should be en-
lightened.” ¢ Make a crusade against igmorance,”” said Jefferson.
“ A well-instructed people, alone, can be a permanently free people,”
said Madison. *“ Good instruction is better than riches,”” was a motto
farnished by William Penn. And so long as ignorance prevails in the
land, so long as one hundred, or one hundred and fifty, thousand of the

Vor. IV, No. 1. " ‘._.’ 1 M
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youth of Ohio are known to be growing up in ignorance, we shall hope
there are none who, through indifference or selfishness, will refuse to
join the crusade proclaimed by the Sage of Monticello.

During the past year the Journal has made the acquaintance of some
hundreds of new subscribers, of whom not one has signified a wish to
have it discontinued. A large number of our patrons have taken it
regularly from its commencement in 1852 : from them we can not think
of parting ; and it is confidently hoped that the sum of one dollar (the
material bond which seems to unite us) will not be allowed to sunder
the agreeable relation hitherto existing between us.

Biscipline any Grer,

There are several topics of a general character, bearing directly upon
the prosperity of systems of classified schools, which deserve consider-
ation both from school directors and teachers. Among these, are the
subjects at the head of this article.

In order that any school system may accomplish the objects for which
it is established, it is necessary, in the first place, that powers, suffi-
ciently ample, should be conferred upon those entrusted with the admin-
istration of such system. In our own State, with a single exception,
namely, the power to compel the attendance of idle, street children,
such powers have been very liberally conferred. This topic may there-
fore, for the present, be dismissed from further consideration.

In the next place it is of essential importance that the local author-
ities who assume the duty of administering a school system, should not
only have liberal and enlightened views of the ends to be attained, by
the establishment of such school system, but that they should be deeply
interested in its success, and give to it such an amount of attention and
care, as shall secure for it the most entire public confidence and respect.
Important, highly important and liberal powers have been delegated to

~ the members of Boards of Education of our State, and much ability,
much knowledge of human nature, much disinterestedness and business
talent, are required to meet the trust reposed, in a proper manner. In
employing and discharging teachers, in admitting pupils to the schools,
or in classifying them and promoting them from grade to grade, and in
the regular administration of all that portion of the discipline which lies
beyond the legitimate prerogative of the teacher, there is constant re-

.
- . .
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quisition for those higher qualities of calm judgment, decision of charac-
ter and moral courage, which are supposed to be absolutely essential
only to much more conspicuous public stations.

In addition to that intelligence and foresight which are requisite
promptly to apprehend the principles and methods, necessary to the intel-
lectual and moral advancement of children, the school directors need
to possess the true idea of the relations existing between the governor
md the governed, whether found associated in the school room or at the
family fireside. As required of deacons in the churches, school direc-
tors ought ¢ to rule their children and their own houses, well ;”’—ought
ever be ready to afford that protection to timidity or injured innocence,
or, dispense to ¢‘ young America’’ that even justice, and to his blindly
affectionate, indulgent mother, that wholesome admonition, which the
tircumstances of the case may require.

Now there is, we believe, considerable diversity of theory and prac-
tice, on many of the points just specified, among the local school author-
ities of the State ; and, in as much as wrong theory and wrong practice
onthe part of those thus holding power, is likely to prove highly pre-
judicial to all true educational prosperity, notwithstanding the presence
of all other good influences, these several topics seem to require a care-
ful review. Let us commence with the econsideration of a most ruinous,
yet very prevalent policy in school interests, namely, tke doctrine of
expediency. While communities observe that the school systems of
our State, or any of them, are administered upon this basis, in whole
or in part, true prosperity seems to be out of the question. .

If our public schools are ever to take rank in respect and true dignity,
they must be conducted on principles of strict justice and impartiality.
It should be constantly borne in mind, that while our schools may be
common, and may be free, they are still sacred public institutions,
established for the benefit of the whole people, and that they can not,
therefore, be expected to humor individual caprices, promote private or
selfish interests, or yield points of wholesome discipline, to correspond
with the particular preferences of their warmest supporters and friends.
Like the dew and the rain, they should dispense equal blessings to all,
special favors to none.

Let us suppose that a teacher has been selected for one of our public
schools without any favoritism whatever, but that, after a fair trial, he
or she is found quite incompetent for the duties assumed. Will such
teacher be promptly discharged and a better one sought? Quite pos-
sibly the teacher is a very amiable, worthy person—has a feeble consti-
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tution—is without property or influential friends—and needs, very much,
the employment and the compensation paid for it; or, the teacher,
though manifestly incompetent, has a circle of very influential friends
that will be alienated if he or she is discharged ; or, a strong and open
opposition will be made to the schools and school system, or, a direct
attack commenced upon some tender point. Again, some rowdy boy,
from some particular family, who has never submitted to restraint of any
gort at home, can not see why this wholesome doctrine should be taught
in the schools—in short, he is turbulent and rebellious—and author-
ities, finding his case surrounded with some difficulties, call a little
expediency to their aid to carry them safely through. This is, by no
means universal, with school authorities, but the tendency is quite too
strong in this direction, both with respect to inefficient teachers and
disorderly pupils. This temporizing policy is disastrous to the true
prosperity of any school system. Come in what shape it may, it is to
be condemned, despised, repudiated. It is vastly underrating the in-
telligence and moral sense of almost any community to yield palpable
points of duty to expediency. Usually, the parties themselves to whom
concessions have been made, are first to feel and to exhibit their want
of confidence in a system thus conducted. Let us remember that we
all bow, from necessity, to the administration of exact justice, however
it may conflict with our selfish interests.

Leaving all persons to judge for themselves to what extent the fore-
going remarks apply to their own locality, we proceed to speak of cer-
tain precautionary measures which seem to be worthy of the considera-
tion of all,charged with the administration of a public school system.

A teacher is to be employed to take the charge of a school. The
interests of the children of this school, and probably the interests of the
children of other schools, are at stake in this choice. It is quite prob-
lematical, in the case of a stranger especially, whether the teacher select-
ed will prove successful. A general certificate of qualifications, or a
general declaration of ability to manage a school, seems to us quite in-
sufficient to warrant the employment of any teacher, for any post. In
view of all the certainties in the case on the one hand, and in view of
all the uncertainties of the case on the other, we think there should be,
in common justice to all parties, a distinct specification of what is re-
quired and expected of a teacher, before any contract is concluded.
The precise standard of order expected, should be stated, and the
question then put, not can you teach a school, but, Aave gou ever, and
can you now keep this standard of order in this school? If you can,
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we want your services. If you can not, we must look elsewhere for a
teacher. If the teacher is still confident that he or she can fully meet
the requisitions, there should still be a condition that, in case of any dis-
appintment or failure to do so, at the expiration of half a month or
3 month, the teacher should voluntarily tender his or her resignation
tothe Board. And in like manner with every duty. Let every thing
required, be ¢ nominated in the bond,” and there will be little occasion
or temptation to resort to expediency with respect to an inefficient
teacher. It will be seen, of course, that all this implies oversight, super-
vision, in some form, but how else can any extensive business oper-
ations be conducted ? 'Will schools be certain to prosper, when there is
10 watehful, intelligent guardianship around them? Will good teachers
come, without invitation, to take the place of poor ones, thus relieving
authorities from all care in the matter ?
But the question may be asked, how can you specify school duties in
such 2 manner as to leave little or no room for doubt or controversy?
The point of order, being as difficult as any to fix specifically, may,
for ilustration, be considered. The following is an extract from our
printed circular, addressed to all teachers who engage to us—¢* Can you
promptly suppress all whispering or communications among pupils dur-
ing school hours, by the use of reasonable and appropriate measures ?”’
This, in our estimation, serves to fix the standard of school order at the -
proper point, leaves little room for controversy, and secures, at the same
time, an amount of professional skill, and experience, strength and decision
of character, and moral worth, absolutely essential to the true prosperity
" of aschool. Our teacher friends may, however, object that this stand-
ard is too high, that the suppression of all communications, is unreason-
.able and unnecessary. With all such teachers we can only say that, on
this point at least, we shall probably ever remain at variance. Our respect
for this regulation is so sincere and profond, and our regard for its results,
w0 high, that we shall be very slow in receding from it. There is a sort of
" straight forwardness, a commendable, manly independence of charac-
ter, even in a child,—the dawning of a noble self-reliance, to be wit-
nessed in the bearing of those pupils, who have, from an early period,
" and during the successive years of school life, practiced the golden pre-
eept of minding their own business, that is worthy of great admiration.
For an explanation of this, it is perhaps not necessary to penetrate
deeper, or ascend higher in philogophical investigations, than to remem-
ber that during all of our waking hours, we instinctively and irresistibly
seek for enjoyments of some kind, and when absolutely cut off from those
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of a trivial, superficial character, we are driven inward, driven into
some degree of self-control,—driven to those higher exercises of the
intellect which impart to it its true vigor and power. We do not, of
course, presume to assert that there are no good schools, and no real
proficiency in study, where this standard is not adopted, but we do
say, that among all the instrumentalities employed in education, we do
not think of any single one, combining so many advantages and possess-
ing s0 many far-reaching tendencies, as the simple regulation of requir-
ing, most emphatically and unconditionally, that EVERY PUPIL SHALL
ALWAYS MIND HIS OWN BUSINESS; and, further, we exempt no age, or
sex, or grade, or circumstances, from the operation of this rule. Let
ALL communications among pupils, during school hours, be suppressed,
and let the ability to suppress communications, be regarded as an essen-
tial qualification of every teacher.

Having, as we trust, shown how one of the more difficult duties of
a teacher, may become a matter of distinct specification, in a contract
with school authorities, we may safely leave the remainder to the dis-
cretion and judgment of parties interested. It will be comparatively
easy to specify what scientific attainments are expected, and what mis-
cellaneous duties are to be met. We only add, on this point, let every
essential duty be well understood between the parties, and let the
teacher resign or be discharged, when found incompetent to meet them.

There are, however, some further practical suggestions to younger
teachers, which may or may not, be specified in a contract, that we think
it well to present. There is often a very great error committed, in
allowing any of the exercises of the school to proceed, while the order
is in any degree below the proper standard. Let ever teacher, on the first
day and first hour, and on all succeeding hours and days, see that there
is just the right standard of quiet and order before any exercise is com-
menced, and let any and every exercise be promptly and entirely sus-
pended, unless this standard is maintained. But, how long should the
teacher wait for quiet to be restored? The spirit of our advice on this
point may be gathered from the following reply of an eastern Railroad
Superintendent, to the conductor of a train—‘How long shall I wait
at——station for the up train?’ ¢ Wast, sir, until the axletrees of
your carwheels have rusted off—then get a new supply, and” wait till
they rust off.” So let the teacher wait, until the solid walls of his
school room shall crumble to decay, before proceeding with any sort of
exercises in a disorderly school. Neither reading nor spelling, Algebra
or Philosophy, are matters of such infinite consequence, that they are
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to be taught at the expense of martyrdom of every thing else valuable.
But we have one method to suggest, by way of securing and maintain-
ing this order, and we then dismiss the topic. It is, the imperative,
never-ceasing duty of the teacher to provide every child with something
to do. All of the study hours of each class, with the specific time set
for the preparation of each lesson, should be most carefully and judi-
ciously arranged by each teacher. It is idle to expect that the simple
announcement of a lesson to young children, will be sufficient to insure
its proper proportion of attention, in comparison with, and in connection
with, all other duties and lessons. It is, indeed, scarcely safe to leave
this to the option of the older pupils in any school. If not absolutely
required, the practice should be very strongly recommended to the most
mature students, to have fized kours for preparation for each recitation.
With all the younger pupils, we regard this, in connection with what
has been previously said respecting communications, as a sort of sturs
ing point to future success in teaching. And, we may add, that when
we find a teacher, unable or unwilling to assume the duties heretofore
specified, we regard it as conclusive evidence of incapacity to be useful
as a teacher. Let all further negotiations be suspended.

It has not been our purpose, in the foregoing remarks, to speak of
school discipline and order, in a strictly professional manner, but only
to note such aspects of these topics as seemed to lie open to the consid-
eration of both school directors and teachers. We believe, very firmly,
that the interests of every school system demand that all time-serving
policy,—the entire doctrine of expediency, should be promptly and for-
ever abandoned in the administration of all its duties, and it has heen
with a wish to promote this object, that a few precautionary measures
have been pointed out. We trust that our remarks will not be inter-
preted as favoring severity or injustice to teachers. We say, only, with
reference to all these interests, as says a certain legal maxim, ‘*those
who demand equity must do equity.”” In seeking, most earnestly, the
prosperity of our classified, union schools, we can not do otherwise
than seek the true interests of the teachers’ profession. We say still,
therefore, let us have the same explicitness in contracts to teach, that
we have in the specifications to erect a building, or any other under-
taking, and then, in common justice, to the honor of all business prin-
ciples, and with respect to and reverence for that sternly impartial
judgment which the coming generation shall pronounce upon our con-
duct, LET ALL PARTIES LIVE BY THE CONTRACT. Let merit ever find its



8 OHIO JOURNAL OF EDUCATION.

reward, and let incompetency meet the same fate that it would among
artizans or in commercial pursuits.

As before intimated, this course contemplates intelligence, vigilance —
and decision of character on the part of school authorities, but, we ask _
by what strange magic can a school system be expected to prosper,
when, if the same looseness and vagueness should be practiced in thems=
business principles which belong to commercial transactions, there wouldill
be inevitable bankruptey and ruin ? This leads us to the consideratio—=
of the subject of local supervision, a topic we propose to discuss in somemmm

fature number of the Journal. M. F. C.
SANDUSKY, 0., December, 1854.

Ghening Stndy,

In the December No. of the Journal, I noticed an article concerningg
the evil effects of boys being in the streets after nightfall—an extract
from the Rural New Yorker—that contains much wuseful information
very beautifully expressed, which, if properly appreciated by parents,
would greatly lessen vice in our midst, and diminish the number whose
grey hairs are yearly brought with ¢ sorrow to the grave.”

Any one having had experience in teaching, can not have failed to
notice the sad effects of this ruinous practice upon a school, individually
and collectively ; and he has, no doubt, tried various means for its -
abolishment. Of all the methods I have adopted, I think evening study
the least inconvenient and the most successful—two qualities that ought
to be a sufficient recommendation for its general use ; and I am satisfied
that any teacher giving it a fair trial, will be convinced of its efficiency,
and astonished at the change that can be thus wrought in the minds of
scholars. There is an important saying, by whom first expressed I
know not, which, though we deem it, as the generality of such proposi-
tions, the result of no laborious investigation, yet is, in my humble
opinion, no chance idea ; as the better it is understood, the more lucid
and impressive is its truth: Man ©s a bundle of habits. Since this is
true, of what importance that children form proper habits. Man’s ma-
turer years are as his early life : streams are as their fountain-head ; if
the latter be bitter and poisonous, the former can be nought else than
deleterious.

Let us first notice the benefits aceruing to those studying evenings:
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there i no disadvantage, providing the mental and physical organism be
not overtaxed, weakened and deranged. While night’s dark pall en-
velops the earth, and the busy hum of the city is hushed to rest, Satan’s
emissaries plot and perpetrate their fiendish deeds; and children, being
ever ready to learn evil, are more exposed, if roaming at large in the
evening, to temptation and ruin. If they do not eventually fill felons’
graves, they are apt, at least, to form habits that will incapacitate them
to benefit their race, honor God, and thus fulfill the object of their
creation.

Night study has the tendency to interest them in the pleasures of the
fire-side ; it creates a taste for reading, and thus gently restrains them
from the bad associations that would lead them astray. By this means,
tlso, 3 greater amount of knowledge may be acquired than if the eve-
tings are not thus improved. Excepting the advantage of the pupil
baving a teacher, which he does in school, it would seem that he may
learn as much in studying evenings as in the daytime—and more, in-
deed; for, at home, he is not subject to the confusion that more or less
disturbs him in the school room.

But we are not left to vague and unsatisfactory theorizing. It is an
incontrovertible fact, that nearly all the world’s self-made men (and
what self-made man is not great?) become so by evening study. By
devoting his nocturnal hours to patient, determined studiousness, many
a man of humble parentage, has filled some of the more honorable
and enviable positions in civil and political life. Clay, the orator and
statesman ; Henry, the fiery patriot ; Franklin, the sage philosopher ;
Harrison, the log-cabin boy; Clinton, the enterprising Governor of
New York ; Jackson, the iron-willed President ; besides hosts of others,
of our own country, whose revered names brilliantly shine among her
literary stars, are noble examples whom our youths would do well to
imitate,

An English friend of mine, with good facilities for knowing, informs
me that most of the great men of England, owe their ability and renown
to evening study. Obliged through the day to labor at their trades—
if so fortunate as to have any—at night they pored over the few books

they could secure; and thus, through difficulties almost unfathomable,
and against obstacles by many deemed insurmountable, they struggled
up to stations of trust, responsibility and emolument, which they filled
with advantage to their employers and honor to themselves. It would
be an endless task to enumerate all such examples; but I have one in
mind that, I think, has never been mentioned this side of the swelling
Atlantie.
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A few years since, in one of the midland distriots of his father-land,
lived a poor, ignorant man, whose pursuit was farming. Among his
children was a lad so lamentably stupid that he could render his father
no assistance on the farm. He was sent to a neighboring parish school,
in hopes that his dullness might be removed. At the close of the
quarter, his father endeavored to reap some advantage from sending
him to school, by putting him to work ; but great was his surprise to
find that he had forgotten all he had ever known concerning agriculture.
Disappointed and meortified, he expressed his displeasure in the semi—
barbarous dialect peculiar to England’s lower classes:

“Thee dessent knu sa mech as thee ded bevoor thee vent to schule.
Thee cussent ’arness a ’oss, nur yak an ax !”

An unpromising lad, certainly ! There was a poor prospect that he
would become noted in the scientific world ; and yet, some of the neigh—
bors urged the parent to send him to school again, and he consented.
Afterwards, some noblemen chanced to hear him speak in language and
with sentiments above his humble circumstances, and prevailed on his
father to let him attend a seminary ; and, finally, so well pleased were
they with his proficiency while there, that they clubbed together and
sent him to a university: this requires almost a fortune in monarchical
countries. At the pniversity, our little hero is distinguished for math-
ematical attainments, especially in the astronomical department; and
the next we hear of him, he has discovered a new world larger than the
earth, and nearly equal in size to Uranus. He now ranks among Eng-
land’s great scientific men ; is a member of the Royal Society, which is
tantamount to the Academy of .Science in France ; and, for three or
four hours devoted each day to the instruction of a few noblemen’s sons,
he receives a salary of £2000.

Such is the career of the astronomer Apaus, who first announced the
discovery of the planet Neptune, and for the glory of the achievement,
contended with the great French mathematician, Leverier. It is now
believed that both are entitled to the honor, as neither had heard of
the other’s success, when he made the discovery ; although Adams firsf
detected the presence of such a body in the solar system, and announced
his belief in its existence to the Royal Society, in advance of Leverier.

It is not necessary, however, to cross the Atlantio to find examples
of individuals who have made themselves erudite and celebrated in lit-
erature and science, by evening study. Our country’s history abounds
in such instances. Some of our great men, when young, were not only
compelled to study evenings, but to study by firelight or torchlight. A
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Methodist minister of some note recently told me that his knowledge of
English grammar was acquired by the light of a neighbor’s log-heaps.

At a future time, I will endeavor to show how I induce my pupils to

study evenings. D. A. PEASE.

Mavnee CiTY, December, 1854,

Fune Parents u Bight 1o do it?

Aright to do what? the reader may ask. To send their children to
ichool irregularly. Let us examine a moment.

When a number of men unite for the transaction of any business, no
member of the firm has a right to do anything which will work to the
injury of his copartners. The truth of this proposition is so evident,
that it requires no argument to sustain it. ¢

The public school is a species of copartnership entered into by all
the householders of a community, the object sought, being the education
of their children. All will at once admit, that no member of the com-
munity has a right to do the least thing which shall serve to defeat the
object for which the school was established, but rather, it is the duty of
each to do all that he consistently can to promote its usefulness. How
is it with the parent who sends his children irregularly? Let us illus-
trate by presenting a sample of every day occurrence.

I have a boy and two girls, whom I send to school regularly except
in cases of sickness. They are desirous of learning, are pleased to
attend school, yet become frequently vexed and discouraged. Why
vexed and discouraged? They are arranged in classes, more or less
members of which, are absent from recitation almost every day.—
Although zhey may be prepared to proceed onward to-day, the whole
class is detained while the delinquents of yesterday are brought up, so
that all may move forward together. This annoys and depresses them,

as they see it extends the time of their promotion, indefinitely.

I clothe and feed my children, and deprive their mother of their
needed services at home, for the purpose of educating them as well as I
am able: and I submit whether my neighbor has a »ight to detain his
children from school, and thereby prevent me from receiving that return
for my expenditures and sacrifices, to which I am justly entitled. To
me it appears evident, he has no such right. 'With me, he has entered
into the general copartnership for the education of our children, and
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he may not, either by act of commission or omission, do aught which
shall defeat or retard the accomplishment of our object. So long as
our interests are united, he cannot as an honest man and a Christian,
detain his children from school, to the injury of mine, without incurring
blame.

My children inform me, that scarcely a day passes in school in whichy
their teacher does not urge upon the pupils, the necessity or justice off
prompt and regular attendance. It is to be hoped our citizens will takea
the subject into serious consideration ; if they do so, we may rest assux—-
ed our school will become more efficient and useful than it ever ha.=
been.— Correspondent of Perrysburg Journal.

gOKE EDUCATION.

During the present season, while nearly all are feeling the necessity
of economising in every possible way, it is greatly to be feared that
many families will commence the work of retrenchment by diminishing
their usual supply of books and papers, and thus cutting off the means
for the intellectual culture, the social and moral improvement of their
children. This, we believe, would be the poorest kind of economy.
Hard as the times may be, if industrious and frugal, (and if blessed
with health,) there are very few families in our favored land who need
fear the lack of a sufficient supply of food for their bodies, and we hope
that none will be inclined to allow their own minds or those of their
children to famish for the want of wholesome reading.

In regard to mere political, or partizan papers, we have nothing to
say; but such works as the Ohio Cultivator, or Farmer, the religious
paper, the standard magazine, or the reliable newspaper from the county
seat, the state capital or some eastern city,—these should no more be
discontinued than the supply of needful food for the body.

The influence which books and papers may exert in a family, and the
effect of withholding them entirely from children, are well illustrated in
the following :

Sap, Bur TruTrEFUL NARRATIVE.—In the town of B., in the State of
Pennsylvania, lived two farmers, each having a farm of one hundred
and sixty acres, well tilled. Happiness reigned supreme under each
roof, until the sons and daughters of one began to put aside that pa-
rental restraint, which, when properly exercised, so eminently contri-
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Vbutes to the happiness and good cheer of a rising family. There is a
tidein men’s affairs, which, if embarked upon with due caution and
understanding, will lead them on to happiness and prosperity. The
tide of fortune had now set in, and these two families launched upon it.
Prosperity, with all her attending train of hopes, pleasures, and high-
toned enjoyments, followed the family of one. Good morals, intelli-
gence, and virtue, with her bright-eyed and modest retinue, were theirs.
Affience and honor were the world’s offerings to them. The parents
in this family lived to a good old age, saw their children grow up to
mahood honored and honoring, and finally went down to quiet graves,
rejoicing that they had lived.
On the other hand, the sons and daughters in the other family lived
ouly to become a disgrace to their once fond and confiding parents, a
nuisance in society, a burthen to themselves, and a canker upon the
public body. One son filled a drunkard’s grave, one expiated his
crimes upon the scaffold, and the balance met a scarcely less ignomini-
ous death. The mother died with grief from her offspring, and the
father lived only to suffer more bitterly the pangs of remorse; when,
at length, lying down to death,’he called his neighbors around him, and
solemnly said : * My neighbor lived happily, saw his family rise up
honored among men, and finally died rejoicing that he had lived ; but
the latter part of my life has been like the sting of a thousand scor-
pions; my family is ruined, disgraced, lost; and I am about to die,
heart-stricken with ¢en thousand sorrows. The difference in our condi-
tion is easily explained. My neighbor cultivated his children mentaily
and morally, as well as physically; they were strangers to midnight
revels, and grocery and ale-house smartness. Books and papers were
their evening companions, and their most cherished guest was the family
newspaper. My children knew no such teachings. They learned
their morals in the street-brawls at night, and their knowledge of men
and things from the low associations induced by their ignorance. I
therefore beseech you, my friends and neighbors, not to do as I have
done; but take warning from the wretchedness of my family; follow
the example of my favored neighbor, make home the happiest resort of
your children, and instructive books and papers their desired compan-
jons, and you will reap a reward of conscious joy. I do believe, that
had I taken even my county newspaper and taught my children to
read it, they might now be living in the full fruition of the esteem of
friends and the love and admiration of a now disconsolate and dying

father.”

[
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PROFESSIONAL.

The Science wnd et of Teaching,
NUMBER I.

The following is a Synopsis, or outline, of the course of instruction
which the writer has been accustomed to give in the Teachers’ Institutes
during the past season.—A. p. L.

' 1. To awaken an earnest desire for knowledge.
2. To impart instruction in the best manner.
3. To disclglino the minds of his pupils.
4. To aid them in forming correct mental habits.

- (1. Directing the studies of his scholars.
2. Assigning ] and 1

3. Conducting recitations.
4. Oral instruction, lectures, etc.

Principles, . . .

1. Opening exercises.
Teaching, N 2. Eprolling and seating pupils.
[ Organization, . . . {8. Forminggclasses. & pop
4. Arranging the order of the exercises.

Instruction, . . . The details of teaching the several branches.

Practice, {

Government, . . 2. Its objects.

1. The Bature of school government, etc,
* 138. The means for accomplishing them.

l 4. Requisites for success in governing a school.
Management, . . . Principles to be observed, etc.

Grography.

In presenting the following outline, it is not supposed that it will be
new to many in its main features. It is generally admitted, at the
present time, that every teacher of Geography should be acquainted
with some such method of presenting it. It may not be advisable to
present the full subject thus classified, except to more advanced classes ;
but the teacher, who has a science systematically arranged in his own
mind, will be able to select such topics as are adapted to the capacity
of his pupils.

Geography is usually divided into three departments, Mathematical,
Physical, and Civil. Mathematical Geography relates to those facts
which are more closely connected with Mathematics, forming a basis for
the development of the second department. Physical Geography treats
of the natural facts and phenomena of the earth, bringing to its assist-
ance all the natural sciences, more especially Geology, Mineralogy,
Botany, Zoology, and Chemistry.
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The object of Civil Geography is to develop the social characteristics
of man, and more especially to point out the influence of Physical Geo-
graphy upon the character, history, and destiny of different nations
and races.

The following are the leading topics to be treated in Mathematical
Geography :

I. The form of the earth,—an oblate spheroid ; which is proved,

1, By the appearance of receding and approaching objects; 2, by
circumnavigation ; 3, by eclipses of the moon; 4, by the time of the
sun’s rising at different points ; 5, by the direction of the sun’s rising
at different times of the year; 6, by the limit of vision from different
elevations; 7, by the appearance of the heavenly bodies; 8, by the
properties and tendencies of matter in motion; 9, by the pendulum;
and 10, by the measurement of degrees.

The last four of these are employed for proving the exact form.

II. Its dimensions.

1, Diameters; equatorial, 7,925 miles; polar, 7,899 miles; mean,
7,912 miles; 2, Circumference, about 25,000 miles; 8, Area, 197,-
000,000 of square miles.

III. Its density; its specific gravity is 53, water being one.

IV. Its position, with reference to,

1, The planetary system ; the third from the sun—distance, 95,-
000,000 of miles.
2, The inclination of its axis, 23° 27’ 40”,—or 23} degrees.

V. Its motions : annual, diurnal.

VI. Its divisions : equator, tropics ,polar circles, parallels’ of latitude,
‘meridians of longitude, zones, hemispheres.

VIL. Modes of representing it: globes, maps.

VIII. Seasons and their changes : tropical, temperate, polar.

IX. Length of days.

X. Difference of time.

Physical Geography, treats of Surface and Climate.

I. Surface: Land, Water.

1. Land: topics. 1, Extent; 2, Contour; 3, Relief; 4, Waters;
5, Soils; 6, Vegetable productions; 7, Animal productions; 8, Min-
erals.

2. Water: topics. 1, Extent; 2, Contour; 3, Depth; 4, Tem-
perature; ‘5, Color; 6, Taste; 7, Specific Gravity; 8, Currents;
9, Vegetable productions; 10, Animal productions.

II. Climate relates to the Temperature, Moisture, and Salubrity.
It depends upon
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1, Latitude; 2, Elevation; 3, Distribution of Rain,—Winds, posi-
tion of bodies of water, elevations of the land; 4, Winds; 5, Nature of
the country, as exposed to the winds or protected from them ; 6, Nature
of the soil ; 7, Circumstances causing impurities in the atmosphere.

Civil Geography treats of, 1, Different races of men; 2, States of
Society ; Governments; 4, Religions; 5, History of different Nations ;
6, Customs, manners, peculiarities, superstitions, ete.; 7, Internal im-
provements,—Science, Art, and Literature; 8, Intercourse and relations;
9, Influence of the natural development of a country upon its inhabit-

ants, both as individuals and as a nation. A. BAMSON.
CoLuMBUS, December, 1854.

MATHEMATICAL DEPARTMENT.

JOSEPH RAY, CINCINNATI, EDITOR.

SOLUTIONS TO QUESTIONS PUBLISHED IN THE NOVEMBER NUMBER
OF THIS JOURNAL.

Questron 1. Solution by James Gorprick.— A’s profit for six
months is $300 — 240 = $60, and ;5% = 1 ; hence A’s profit for six
months was  of his stock ; therefore, B’s profit for twice six months,
or twelve months, will be § of his stock. But B received $600; hence
$600 is 2 of his stock, which is therefore $400.

Again, C’s profit for his time is $260 — $160 = $100, and 123 = .

§; hence C’s profit for the required term is § of his stock. But for
six months, like A’s, it must be 4. Hence C’s time will be as many
times six months a8 } is contained times in §; that is, 24 times; 23
times six months = 15 months, C’s time.
& Question 2. Solution by M. C. StevENs.—§=.7142085 is incor-
rect, because it has seven different figures ; whereas it can have but siz,
since when 7 is a divisor, there can be only six different remainders,
giving six different quotient figures.

Question 3. Solution by DeLra.—Let a = each man’s daily pro-
vision, and & = number of men at first.
Then a (2x— 42) 4 = (82 — 168) @ = stock of provisions.
a (2x— 30) 8 = (62— 90) a = stock on hand at the end of
the 6th day.
*. (2x—78) a = remainder = 366a.
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Whence z = 222, and 222 — 136 = 86 = No. men left off the Sally.

Let y = No. days provisions lasted afterwards.

Then §172 — (y—1) 10} § a = 366a; or 91y — 5y* = 366.

‘Whence y = 6, and 86 — 60 = 26, the number of men remaining

alive after the provisions were exhausted.

RemaRks.— (2 — 42)4 is thus found. We want to find the sum
of the arithmetical series whose first term is z, number of terms 8, and
common difference 6, which is (x4 z—42)% =2xr—42)4. .To
get (2x— 30)3, it is necessary to find the sum of the arithmetical se-
ries whose first term is =, common difference 6, and number of terms
6, which is (x 4z —380)$ = 6z—90.

136 = 100 4 6(6) = 100 men killed at the end of the sixth day
+the 6 men killed daily for six days.

{172 — (y—1)10}] is the sum of a decreasing arithmetical series
whose first term is 86, common difference 10, and number of terms .

60 = 6 X 10, the number lost by mortality in six days.

AckNowLepGMENT.—AIll the questions were solved by M. C. Ste-
vens, James Goldrick, Delta, and Bowlder. Questions 1 and 2 were
wlved by Lowell H. Smith, and by “Annie,” of New Lisbon.

QUESTIONS FOR BOLUTION.

No. 6. By BowrpEr.—The directors of a certain school employed
a teacher on the following conditions, viz.: If his school averaged 30
pupils, he was to receive $30 per month ; if 40 pupils, he was to re-
eeive $35 per month ; and for any other number, in the same proportion.
It so happened that his school averaged 88 pupils per month. What
wages should he receive ?

No. 7. By LoweLs H. Suite.—From a point within an equilat-
eral, triangular field, there were measured the distances to the three
angles; and they were found to be 12%, 10, and 74 chains, respect-
ively. Required the area.

This is an old problem, but a very good one. It will probably be
new to many of our readers.

No. 8. By Derra.—A statue, eighty feet high, stands on a pedes-
tal fifty feet high, and, to a spectator on the horizontal plane, they
subtend equal angles. Required the distance of the observer from the
base, the height of the eye being five feet.

Correspondents furnishing questions, will please accompany them
- with their own solutions, when they can do so.

2
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All communications for this Department should be addressed, ‘* Dr.
Joseph Ray, Cincinnati;”’ and to be in time, should be mailed by the
first of the month preceding that on which they are expected to appear.

MISCELLANEOQUS.

Eather  Institute,

LATE COLUMBUS FEMALE SEMINARY. -

In accordance with the plan announced in our last, (of having an " :
engraving of some school edifice in each number,) we present our read-
ers with a view of the building recently erected by Mr. Lewis Hzvi,
for a Female Seminary in this city. Those who have visited the Sem- ;
inary, will bear witness to the correctness of the following description
from the catalogue :

“The principal edifice is 90 feet long by 52 feet wide, and three
stories high above the basement; each story being 16 feet betweem :
floor and ceiling. It is warmed by three of Chilson’s hot air furnaces,
and all the session, class, lecture and private rooms and halls, are sup-
plied with ventilating flues and gas lights. The private rooms of :
boarders occupy the third story, and open into a commodious hall for
recreation, eighty-seven feet long and nearly twenty in width. The *
building is also provided with convenient bathing rooms, for plunge
and shower baths, to which the boarders have free access. The rooms
of the Presiding Principal adjoin the main edifice.

The Session Rooms are furnished with neat desks, sineLr for the.
Collegiate’ and Academic departments, and poupLE for the Primary
department, and comfortable separate chairs for all the pupils; and the -
Lecture and Class Rooms with settees, all graduated to the ages of the
occupants. All of these rooms are neatly carpeted. v

The grounds of the Institution are supplied with a complete appara- : -
tus for gymnastic exercises, and there are also accommodations, besides -
the hall already mentioned, for exercise during unpleasant weather.

The Apparatus and Illustrations in Chemistry, Natural Philosophy, ¢
Physiology, Astronomy, Natural History and Gteography, are unusually
complete and extensive. For illustrating Physiology, there are, be- :
sides an entire set of * Cutter’s Anatomical Plates,” a skeleton, and |
another full size natural anatomical preparation, so dissected as to show
the vital organs, principal arteries and veins, nerves, muscles, etc., in
their true positions, together with separate natural preparations of the
heart, brain, lungs, liver, eye, ear, etc.”

¥}
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The Inte Huthan Guilford,

‘We feel that the decease of Mr. Guilford demands more than a pass-
ing notice at our hands. His long services in the cause of education in
Ohio should be known and appreciated by those who have been, and are
still, reaping the benefit of hislabors. Mr. Guilford hasoften been called
the Father of the Common School sys'tem of Ohio, and doubtless few,
if any, are better deserving of such an honor. Certain it is, that he
was one of the pioneers in the cause of popular education. In 1825,
as chairman of the Committee on Common Schools in the State Senate,
he made one of the ablest Reports on the subject of education, which
has ever been presented to our Legislature.

He labored indefatigably for the Public Schools of Cincinnati, from
the time of the first efforts to introduce such schools in 1828 or 1829,
till they were permanently established in the spacious buildings erected
for them in 1835. Nor did his interest for them close till he saw their
usefulness and respectability indefinitely increased by the opening of
the Hughes High School in 1847, and the more recent addition of the
Woodward Public High School in 1852.

When, for the purpose of giving to the schools the greatest possible
degree of efficiency, the office of City Superintendent was created, in
1849, Mr. Guilford was the first who was elected to discharge its duties.
For the past two years he has been in the office of Magistrate in the
City of Cincinnati. It is to be hoped that some capable hand will yet
render a fitting tribute to his public services. A. D. L

How Scronars ARE MapE.—Costly apparatus and splendid cabinets
have no magical power to make scholars. In all circumstances, as a
man is, under God, the master of his own fortune, so is he the maker
of his own mind. The Creator has so constituted the human intellect,
that it can only grow by its own action ; and by its own action and free
will, it will certainly and necessarily grow. Every man must, there-
fore, educate himself. His book and teachers are but helps ; the work
is his. A man is not educated until he has the ability to summon, in
an emergency, all his mental powers into vigorous exercise to effect its
proposed object. It is not the man who has seen most, or read most,
who can do this; such a one is in danger of being borne down, like a
beast of burden, by an overloaded mass of other men’s thoughts.
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Snstoers 1y Questions an the Sehool Faiw,

BY THE COMMISSIONER OF COMMON SCHOOLS.

QuUESTION 75.~—In a certain sub-district, there are three different denomina-
tions, or organized churches, who have no church building, belonging to either
of them, but have, heretofore, used the school house, one Saturday and Sunday
each month.

We now have a good new school house, nearly completed. About two-thirds
of the district are in favor of using the new house, as the place of the regular
meetings of their respective churches. i

The other third, who have church buildings of their own, out of the district,
oppose it. Those opposed, contend that they should not be compelled, by law,
to support any *“ religious denomination,” and they were compelled, by law, to
build the new school house, but it was for school purposes only, and not for a
church, for “ religious societies,” whose doctrines they may not believe, or wish
to support.

The main point upon which we desire a public answer, is this :

Have the Local Directors authority to permit a religious society to use a
school house, as a regular place of worship?

Or has the Township Board of Education power to permit a school house, in a
sub-district, to be used regularly, by any religious society, as a place of worship
for said society ?

Should the Township Board, or Local Directors permit such use of any school
house, in opposition to the wishes of a third, or any number of the citizens of
such sub-district, what is the remedy of those who oppose it, or feel aggrieved in
consequence?

ANswER.—By Sec. 11, of the School Law, Township Boards of Education are
invested, in their corporate capacity, with the title, care and custody of all
school houses, school house sites, school libraries, apparatus, or qther property,
belonging to the school districts, as now organized, or which may be hereafter
organized, within the limits of their jurisdiction, with full power to control the
same, in such manner as they may think will best subserve the interest of the
common schools and the caunse of education. '

By Sec. 22, Township Boards of Education are required, annually, to determine,
by estimate, ad nearly as practicable, the entire amount of money necessary to
be expended in repairing, building, or furnishing school houses, in procuring
school house sites, and for all school purposes, other than the payment of teach-
ers, to make known the same, by a certificate in writing, etc., to the Auditor of
the proper county, who shall thereupon assess the entire amount of such esti-
mates on all the taxable property in the township, etc.

From the foregoing, it is obvious that school houses, etc., do not belong to the
sub-districts in which they are located. but are the property of the township, and
their use must, in accordance with the provisions of the school law, be subjecy
to the control of the Township Boards of Education; and if used for any other
than for school purposes, it must be with the assent and approbation of such
boards.

The question to what uses school houses should be confined, by Boards of Ed-
ucation, is one of great delicacy, and demands much consideration. The genera\
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principle in regard to questions of this nature,is this: that it is the duty of
Boards of Education to exercise such a general supervision over the care and
management of the school houses in the several sub-districts, as that the instruc-
tion of the pupils in the schools, shall not be embarrassed by any use of the
houses, other than for school purposes; and that the school property of the town-
ship, the furniture, books, apparatus, papers, belonging to the schools, or the
pupils, shall not be injured or destroyed. Any use of the school houses in sub-
ordination to these restrictions, and not inconsistent with the main purposes for
which they were designed, must be left to the discreet determination of the
Boards of Education, who should pay due reggrd to the reasonable wishes of the
Local Directors and inhabitants of the sub-districts, remembering, meanwhile,
that all the property of the township must, under the present school law, be
taxed for building, furnishing, or repairing school houses.

School houses, then, are now the property of the township, and subject to the
control of the Boards of Education, within the limitations of the law.

The purposes for which they were erected, must be pursued, and nothing
should be permitted to interfere with these purposes. But, when these purposes
are accomplished, there is neither reason nor law for prohibiting their applica-
tion to any object of social or moral improvement, which the inhabitants may
sanction and desire. Upon this principle, and subject to the restrictions and
limitations referred to, they may be used, out of school hours, and when not
wanted for any school purposes, for religious meetings, Sunday schools, lectures:
debating societies, or any moral, literary or useful purpose, with the consent of
the Board of Education, and with the approbation of the inhabitants and Local
Directors of the sub-districts; and in many of the country districts it is, no doubt
8 very desirable privilege for the inhabitants to be permitted thus to use the
school house.

QUESTION 76.— Are children of less than half African blood, entitled, as a
matter of legal right, to the privilege of attending the common schools of this
State?

Axswer.—To answer the above question, it is necessary to ascertain the judi-
cel construction of the term “ white,” as used in the Constitution of this State.

In the case of Gray v.the State of Ohio, found in Vol. IV Ohio Reports, page
354, it is held that persons nearer white than a mulatto, or half-blood, were enti-
tled to the privileges of whites.

Williams v. School Directors, etc., Vol.,, Wright’s Reports, page 578: In this
case, the question was, whether the children of a white mother and a father
three-quarters white, are white children, within the meaning of the school law.
Affirmative opinion given,

" Thacker v. Hawk et al., Vol. XI. Ohio Reports, page 376: In this case it was
held that a person nearer white than a mulatto, is a white person, within tke
meaning of the Constitution.

Lane v. Baker et al., Vol. XII Ohio Reports, page 237: Held, that youth of
Negro, Indian and white blood, but of more than half white blood, are entitled to
the benefit of the school fund.

According to the decisions in the cases cited, an afirmative must be given to
the question propounded.

QuUESTION 77.— The Board of Education of township, directed their
clerk to draw orders on the Township Treasurer, for the payment of their servi-
ces as members of such Board, which orders were paid by the Treasurer. As
soon as it was known that the present school law did not allow compensation to
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members of Township Boards of Education, for their services, some of the
members were willing to refund, but others were not. How shall the school
funds thus improperly applied, be recovered back?

ANSWER.— Where money is paid out under a mistake, or a misapprehension
of the law, the party paying the same, may recover it back in a suitjas ‘for money
had, received, etc.”

QuEsTION 78—By the mistake of a Board of Education, a tax of $30 was as-
sessed and levied upon the taxable property, in one of the parts of afractional
sub-district, whereas it should have been assessed upon the taxable property in
all the parts of said sub-district. How shall the mistake be remedied?

ANswgR.—The Township Board of Education should direct the Township.
Treasurer to refund to the inhabitants, thus over taxed, the excess above what
they would have paid, had the tax been properly assessed upon all the taxable
property in the entire sub-district ; or if the inhabitants thus over taxed do not
object, the money already assessed, levied, and collected, may be used for school
purposes in said snb-ﬁstrict; and hereafter, the assessments may be levied upon
the property of the inhabitants in the other parts of said fractional sub-district,
wntil the burdens of taxation, for school purposes, shall have been equalized.
But the preferable way, in all such cases as the one submitted, is, to refund the

amount of the excess or over-tax.

QuEesTION 79.—How shall the wages of a teacher, employed in a sub-district
composed of parts of four townships, be paid, and how shall the other expenses
of such a school be defrayed ?

AnswER.—The Local Directors should give him a certificate, or certificates, of
the amount or sums due him, from the Treasurers of each of said townships.
These several sums can be easily ascertained ; for the enumeration of youth of
school age, resident in each of the parts of a joint or fractional sub-district, is
required to be separately taken, and reported to the Clerk of the township in
which such partis situated.

The amount of money necessary to be expended in a fractional sub-district,
for school purposes other than for the payment of teachers, should be estimated
by the Board of Education having the control and management of such joint
school. The respective Boards of the adjoining townships so connected for school
purposes, should certify their share of said amount to the Auditor of their coun-
ty, as a part of their annual estimates, for school purposes, and draw orders on
their respective township treasurers, for said shares, in favor of the Board of
that township in which such school is located.

The teacher of a school, in a fractional sub-district, shonld file his report with
the Clerk of the township in which the school house is located, or whose Board
of Education has the control and management of said joint school, and obtain
from said Clerk, a certificate of the fact of his having filed his report as required
by law ; which certificate he should exhibit to the Clerks of the other townships,
when he applies to them for orders on the township treasurers, for the respective
sums certified to be due him, by the Local Directors of said fractional sub-
district. H. H. BARNEY,

Commissioner of Common Schools.

He who has received a good turn. should never forget it: he who does one
should never remember it.

Franklin says, “ A poor man must work to find mecat for his stomach; a rich
one, to find stomach for his meat.”
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@itors’ Portinlin.

At thé commencement of a volume it may be well, for the information of the
new subscribers, whose acquaintance it may have occasion to make, and for the
convenience of those who write for our pages, to allude to the departments, or
divisions, under which it has been customary to arrange our contents.

GENERAL EDUCATION is the first, which, as its name indicates, allows a very
widerange of topics, and as great a variety in the mode of treatment.

HouE EpDUCATION, intended for the benefit of parents and the family circle.
It is believed that the work of social and intellectual culture must receive atten-
tion at home, or the efforts of the teacher will accomplish but little compara-
tively.

ProrEssiONAL.—This department is devoted to the consideration of topics
more intimately connected with the theory of tea.ching, and the details of plans
and methods of instruction.

THE MATHEMATIOAL DEPARTMENT will furnish an opportunity for the pre-
sentation of curious and interesting questions, and the solution of these and
other queries, which may be presented from time to time.

SciexTIFIOc.—~Under this head, subjects of a purely scientific character will
now and then be treated. Many of our correspondents are deeply interested in
such themes, and no doubt many readers will be profited by their-discussion.

LITERARY—MISCELLANEOUS.—Under these heads will, from time to time, be
inserted, articles which do not come precisely under any of the preceding, and
yet have more or less connection with our great objects.

Epirors’ PorTFoL10, TABLE, ETC.—The character of the departments inclu-
ded under these heads will be readily inferred from their respective headings.

Under the notices of Schools and Colleges, and the personal items, we wish to
chronicle every important fact and incident pertaining to the progress of schools
and education in our own State, and in those in which the Journal circulates.
Our friends will do us a great favor by mentioning, definitely and explicitly, any
facts which they may think it desirable or proper to have appear in our pages.

It is earnestly hoped that editors and correspondents will forward their com-
munications in season to reach Columbus by the 15th of the month. Those who
send papers containing intelligence, will confer a favor by marking the articles in
which it is found.

Correspondence.

MR. Ep1ToR: —Permit me to call attention to the Classical Institute located
at Barnesville, Belmont Co., O., under the direction of Professors Jno. I. Thomp-
son, and S. Davenport. It hasbeen in successful operation for about a year, and
has done more, perhaps, toward supplying the schools of south-eastern Ohio,
during the present winter, with Teachers—*“ good and true”—than any other
institution of the kind in that region.

Prof. Thompson has long been known to the people of his section as a most
successful and worthy teacher and earnest advocate of the cause of popular educa-
tion. His associate, Prof. Davenport, graduated a few years ago with the highest
honors at one of the most thorough colleges of the east. He is known to his
pupils as a most thorough linguist, and an eminently scientific scholar. Added
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to his ability, the mathematical accomplishments and tact of Prof. Thompson,
together with his large experience, render the Institute one of the most thorough
and practical in the country. We know of no place better suited to young men
preparing themselves to teach, than the Barnesville Classical Institute. B.

‘We have a fine school this winter, 220 out of 300 children. The people say
they intend to give us alarger house: at our next election a vote will be taken,
and I feel confident that by next autumn I shall have the pleasure of inviting
Dr. L. to deliver the Dedicatory for the Felicity Union School. W. C., Clermont Co.

The Board of Education in the Township have already ordered fourteen copies
of the Journal for 1855.—RES. EDITOR.

The Union School plan seems here to meet with general favor. Our county is
making progress in the common school cause, and I believe the new Law as it
becomes well understood and is properly executed will meet the expectations of
its warmest friends. 8. M, B., Asbland.

Notices of Colleges, Schools, ete.

Miami University.—We learn that Rev. J. W. HaLr, D.D., the newly elected
President, has already removed to Oxford, for the purpose of entering upon the
duties of his office. The best wishes of the friends of this venerable Institution will
ateend his administration.

Hamilton College, N.Y.— We are indebted to Prof. A. J. Upson, for the lass
catalogue ; the College numbers 10 Law students, 148 in the College classes, and
40 Academic students: total 198. Rev. Dr. NorTH is still President, and the
Faculty numbers six Professors and four Tutors and Lecturers.

PusLIc ScHooLs.—Bellefontaine.— We have heretofore announced the fact
that a fine School House had been erected in this place. The regulations of the
Board of Education and the course of study have been printed in pamphlet form,
and the school commenced during the last month, under the supervision of Mr.
D. Parsoxs. The course of study is similar to that pursued in other Public
Schools. In the High School it is extended to five years, and includes instruc-
tion in both the ancient and the modern languages.

During the past month, the Resident Editor had an opportunity to look into
the Public Schools of Toledo for a few hours. The new High School House is
all it was represented to be in our last, and Rev. Mr. SxyTH, the Superintendent,
and the Teachers associated with him, are busily engaged in their great work.

At the Public School House in Sandusky City, we found on Saturday, the
female Teachers and some of the older pupils busily engaged in furnishing the
children of the needy with comfortable winter clothing. Finding that some of
their pupils could not attend school in cold weather for want of suitable clothes,
the Teachers had solicited from the citizens a quantity of partly-worn clothing,
and they had now assembled for the purpose of making over and fitting the same
to those who needed. On one Saturday, about forty children were prepared to
appear decently at school or church: they were from every nation and of every
different shade of color, and when newly arranged, were often so changed, that
their own parents would hardly know them. Surely this is a goble project.
Wearied as Teachers usually find themselves at the end of the week, we doubt
whether such labors would not rather refresh than exhaust them; and we could
not but think how careful these little shivering, but bright-eyed little ones would
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be of disobeying or displeasing the kind lady who had fitted to them the gar-
ments, in which, perhaps, for the first time the feeling of self-respect had been
awakened in their minds.

Fellow Teachers, by thus, or otherwise, laboring for the improvement and ele-
vation of the children of the needy, as well as by informing their minds, may the
most effectual course be taken to raise them from the condition in which their
lot seems to be cast. And what more effectual method can be adopted to inter-
est parents in the prosperity of our schools, and to attach the children of foreign-
ers, and their parents also, to the institutions of our country ?

Hints, Suggestions and Questions to Teachers.

Every school room should contain a map of the State, and, if possible, of the
county ; if you have none, perhaps some person in the district will lend one.

‘When scholars are learning the tables of denominate numbers, endeavor to give
them clear ideas of the things whose names they learn : as the inch, foot, yard, rod,
mile, etg. For this purpose, a foot rule, a yard-stick, are needed. To make them
familiar with the coins named, show them the American coins as far as may be,
and obtain a coin chart from some Counterfeit Detector : (this can usually be ob-
tained from some neighboring merchant, after it is out of date.)

One of the best ways to make scholars familiar with the use of capital letters,
abbreviations, and punctuation, is to require them to write names, addresses, etc.,
on the blackboard or on their slates. The teacher should give the exercise orally,
and require them to write it properly; such as the following : Rev. Wm. George
Wood, D.D., will preach in the Evang. Luth. Ch. on Race St., on the 1st Sabbath in
Nov., at 3 o’clock, P. M. The Hon. Thos. Corwin, M. C., went from Washington,
D. C., to Providence, R. I, via of Philad. and N. Y. By using the abbrevi-
ations scholars will soon learn to read and understand them properly when they
are employed, and will not be in danger of reading Mr. James Wallace, A. M.,
“ Master or Mister James Wallace, Master of Arts, before noon, in the year of the
world,” as it was once read in our hearing; nor of reading Messrs. ¢ Gentlemen
or Sirs,” instead of Misters, as it should be read.

It is important that teachers should take special pains to guard their scholars
against the use of incorrect expressions: such as, he should have went, me and him
done it, school has took up,it is him, he ain’t; and against such forms as, tlly, far-
therest, preventative, agriculturalist, etc.

In some parts of the State, the terminations ess, and est, are pronounced as if
spelled uss, ust, as goodnuss, hardust. Teachers must correct these errors, (not
wrrors,) or they will be as common twenty years hence as they are now.

Can and not should no more be written as one word than would not. The
word community, meaning people, should always be preceded by an article or
some limiting word.

Require every scholar to have a slate, (or at least a piece of a slate,) and a pen-
oll; and let all have some exercises every day, in printing words, making figures,
writing or drawing.

Selected Anecdotes.
The Boy and the Man.— A few years ago, there was in the city of Boston a
- portrait painter, whose name was Mr. Copley. He did not succeed very well in
his business, and concluded to go to England, and try his fortune there. He had
a'little son, whom he took with him, whose name was John Singleton Copley.
John was a very studious boy, and made such rapid progress in his studies
that his father sent him to college. There he applied himself so closely to his
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books, and became so distinguished a scholar, that his instructors predicted that
he would make a very eminent man.

" After he graduated, he studied law. And when he entered upon the practice
of his profession, his mind was richly stored with information, and so highly
disciplined by his pre'vious diligence, that he almost immediately obtained
celebrity. One or two cases of very great importance being intrusted to him, he
managed them with so much wisdom and skill as to attract the admiration of
the whole British nation.

The king and his cabinet, seeing what alearned man he was, and the influence

he had acquired, felt it important to secure his services for the government.
They therefore raised him from one post of honor to another, till he was created
Lord High Chancellof of England —the very highest post of honor to which a
subject can attain : so that John Singleton Copley is now Lord Lyndhurst, Lord
High Chancellor of England. About sixty years ago, he was a little boy in
Boston. His father was a poor portrait painter, hardly able to get his daily bread.
Now, John is at the head of the nobility of England: one of the most distin-
guished men n talent and power in the House of Lords, and regarded with rev-
erence and respect by the whole civilized word. This is the reward of industry.
The studious boy becomes the useful and respected man.

Had John 8. Copley spent his school-boy days in idleness, he would probably
have passed his manhoed in poverty and shame. But he studied in school when
other boys were idle : he studied in college when other young men were wasting
their time: he ever adopted for his motto, * Ultra pergere,” (press onward,) and
how rich has been his reward !

You, my young friends, are now laying the foundation for your future life.
You are every day at school deciding the question whether you will be useful
and respected in life, or whether your manhood shall be passed in mourning over
the follies of misspent boyhood.—Rev. Jno. 8. C. Abbott.

Lesson for the Obstinate.—Joseph Bradford was for many years the traveling
companion of Mr. Wesley, for whom he would have sacrificed health and even
life, but to whom his will would never bend, except in meekness. “Joseph,”
8aid Mr. Wesley one day to him, “take these letters to the post.” I will take
them,” said Bradford, “after the preaching, sir.” W. “ Take them now, Joseph.”
B. “Iwish to hear you preach, sir; and there will be sufficient time for the post
after service.” W. “Iinsist upon your going now, Joseph.” B. “I will not

8o at present.” W. “You won’t? B. “No, sir.” W. “Then you and I
must part.” B. “Very good, sir.” The good man slept over it. Wesley con-
fessed to himself that he was wrong. He did more, he confessed to his Maker
that he had been hasty, and erred. He met Mr. Bradford shortly after four
o'clock in the morning, and accosting him, said, * Joseph, have you considered
what I said—that we must part ?” B. “Yes, sir.” W. ‘“And must we part ?”
B. ‘“Please yourself, sir.” W. “ Will you ask my pardon, Joseph ?” B. “No,
sr” W. “You won’t?’ “No,sir” W. “Then I will ask yours, Joseph.”
Wesley did so. He confessed his error. Poor Joseph was instantly melted,
smitten as by the rod of Moses, when forth gushed the tears, like the water from
the rock. Higher than ever from that day stood Wesley in the estimation and
affection of the good Joseph Bradford.

One day Henderson, the actor, met Dr. Johnson in Bolt court, and being intro-
duced to him, the conversation turned on dramatic subjects. Henderson asked
the Doctor’s opinion of Mr. Reed’s * Dido,” and of its author. “ Sir,” said John-
son, “ I never did the man any injury, yet he would read his tragedy to me.”
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Selections.

Association an aid to Memory.— “I don’t know,” said a gentleman to the late
Rev. Andrew Fuller, “how it is that I can remember your sermons better than
those of any other minister, but such is the fact.” “I cannot tell,” replied Mr.
Fuller, “unless it be owing to simplicity of arrangement: I pay particular at-
tention to this part of composition, always placing things together which are
related to each other, and that naturally follow in quick succession. For in-
stance,” added he, *“suppose I were to say to my servant, ¢Betty, you must go
and buy some butter, and starch, and cream, and soap, and tea, and blue, and
sugar, and cakes,’—Betty would be apt to say, ‘Master, I shall never be able to
remember all these.” But suppose I were to say, ‘ Betty, you know your mis-
tress is going to have friends to tea to-morrow; and that you are going to wash
on the day following; and that for the tea party you will want tea, and sugar,
and cream, and cakes, and butter; and for washing you will want soap, and
starch, and blue;'—Betty would instantly reply, ‘ Yes, master, I can now remem-
ber them all very well.””

Coal is cheaper at twenty cents a bushel than wood at three dollars a ¢ord.
Also, for manufacturing purposes, it costs more to build and keep & dam in
repair than to run a steam mill ; hence steam mills all over Ohio, beside streams
that formerly furnished the power.

Ohio is estimated to contain a coal field equal in extent to twelve thousand
square miles, or one-third of the surface of the State. The egstern and southern
boundary of the Ohio coal fields is the Ohio river; the western commences some
ten miles above Portsmouth, and runs on a line a little east of north to the wes¢
ern line of Summit county. Within this limit are some counties, such as Fair-
field, in which coal has not yet been found. It is nevertheless quite certain that
coal underlies them, and probably at no great depth. The counties which as
present produce most coal, are Meigs, Athens, Muskingum, Summit, Jackson,
Jefferson, Trumbull, Tuscarawas, Belmont, Guernsey, Stark, Hocking and Vin-
ton. Besides these, coal is found in Gallia, Washington, Coshocton, Licking,
Morgan and Carroll. The present amount of coal dug, including that consumed
on the spot, is estimated at the following amount:

COUNTIES. BUSHELS. COUNTIES. BUSHELS.

Meigs, - - - - - - - 8000,000 | Athens, - - - - - - 1,500.000
Summit, - - - - - - 4,000,000 Stark, - = = = - - 1,000,000
Tuscarawas, - - - - - 500,000 Muskingum, - - - - - 2,000,000
Lawrence, - - - - - - 2000000 | Jackson, - - - - - - 1,000,000
Vinton, - - - - - . . 300,000 Coshocton, - - - - - 300,000
Jefferson, - - - - - - 1,000,000 Belmont, - - - - - - 1,000,000
Licking, - - - - - - 200,000 Trumball, - - - - - - 500,000
Washington, - - - - - 200,000 Monroe, - - - - - - 200,000
Morgan, - - - - - - 100,000

Aggregate, - - - - - - - - - - - - . - - 23,800,000

The above is probably an under estimate, and certainly will be for the future,
in which the demand and supply will probably be doubled in the next two or
three years.

The following is the amount of coal arrived, as near a¥’we can ascertain, n
the chief towns of Ohio:

TOWNS. BUSHELS. TOWNS. BUSHELS,
Cincinnati, - - - - - 8,000,000 Cleveland, - - - - - 6,000,000
Columbus, - - - - - 1,000,000 Chillicothe, - - - - - 300,000
Circleville, - - - - - 200,000 Dayton, L 120,000

Other towns consume enough to make in all twenty millions of bushels. The
town population of Ohio will, in half & dozen years, amount to half a million,
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and this will require fifteen millions for household consumption; while the
foundries, factories, and shops of all descriptions, will require twenty-five mil-
lions, independent of furnaces and forges. We thus see that,independent of the
coal consumed at the mines, by furnaces, forges, and other works, forty millions
of bushels will be required in the towns; and this amount will be increased
annually at a rapid rate.~Railroad Record.
Brotherly Kindness to the Erring.—A young woman, some time ago, entered
a dry goods store and wished to look at several things, and among others at kid
gloves. After looking at ribbons, laces, and sundry other articles, she made a
purchase of some small matter for five or six cents. A gentleman in the store
noticed that she had concealed one pair of the kid gloves which had been put on
the counter for her examination. While the clerk was making change, the gen-
tleman mansged to notify the merchant of the theft. While many would have
gpoken very harshly and reproachfully to the young woman, or perhaps have
charged her double for the gloves, a better spirit moved this excellent merchant.
Wishing to speak with her aside for a moment, he told her that he was aware
that she had yielded to a base temptation, and had taken a pair of gloves. She
acknowledged her guilt, and would make any required compensation. But he
would neither take the gloves back, nor any compensation for them. Kindly
and brother-like, he desired her to keep them as a warning, hoping that no such
temptation would ever overcome her again. Who could have done anything -
more noble, or more likely to reform or save from future errors ?

Poor Economy.—* Neighbor Simple,” said Mr. Farsight, one bright July morn-
ing, when Mr. Simple was mowing in a lot, where the grass stood so thinly, that
the spires looked lonesome, —* Why, neighbor Simple, youjhave a fine lot here
witha strong soil, but your blades of grass are so far apart, that they might
grow into hoop poles and not crowd each other.” *Yes,” said Mr. Simple, “I've
been thinking I was almost a fool, for I ought to have sowed a bushel of good
hay seed upon this piece, but the truth is, I boughtonly a peck and so I scattered
it about so much the thinner, and now I see I’ve lost a ton or two of hay by it.”
“Well,” said Mr. Farsight, “ don’t you think you was about as near being a fool,
¥hen you voted, last town-meeting, against granting any more school money for
fowing the seeds of knowledge in the minds of the children—as you was when
you scattered a peck of hay-seed, when you ought to have sowed a bushel ?

Now, remember, neighbor Simple, what I tell you ; next year, wherever there is
not grass in this lot, there’ll be weeds.”— Common School Journal.

They should have followed his Example.—Mr. E. C. Delevan has stated, that
when a young man, in Albany, there were fifty young men of his associates who
were in the habit of visiting a refectory for refreshment, and occasionally a room
adjoining in which liquor was sold. After resolving not to go there again, he
one evening found himself on the way before he was aware. He paused, re-
flected & moment, and exclaimed aloud, “Right about face!” Forty-three of
these young men now lie deep in the drunkard’s grave.—Amer. Messenger.

“Boys,” says a village pedagogue the other day, * what is the meaning of all
this noise in the school ?” ‘It is Bill Sikes, sir, who is all the time imitating a

locomotive.” *Come up here, William, if you have turned into a locomotive, it
is high time you were switched off.”

* What is the meaning of a backbiter ?”’ said a reverend gentleman during an
examination at a parochial school. This was a puzzle. It went down the class
till it came to a simple little urchin, who said, *“Pr'aps it be a fiea.”
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The Will and the Way.—Says William Cobbett,—*I learned Grammar when I
was a private soldier on the pay of sixpcnce a day. The edge of my berth, or
that of my guard bed, was my seat to study in; my knapsack was my book-
case, and a bit of board laying in my lap was my writing table. I had no money
to purchase candles or oil; in winter it was rare that I could get any light but
that of the fire; and only my turn even of that. To buy a pen or piece of paper
I was compelled to forego some portion of food, though in a state of half star-
vation. 1had not a moment of time that I could call my own, and I had to read
and write amid the talking, laughing, singing, whistling and bawling of at least
half a score of the most thoughtless of men; and that too in the hours of their
freedom from all control. And I say, if I, under these circumstances, could en-
counter and overcome the task, is there—can there be, in the whole world, a
youth who can find an excuse for non-performance ?”

Logic.— A man once offered to bet that he could prove that this side of the
river was the other side. His challenge was soon accepted, and a bet of ten dol-
lars made; when, pointing to the opposite side of the river, he asked: ‘“‘Is not
that one side of the river ¥ “Yes,” was thecimmediate answer. * Agreed,” said
the man, “and is not this the other side ?” ‘Yes,” said the other. “Then,”
said the man, “ pay me ten dollars, for by your own confession I have proved
that this side of the river is the other side.”

Remember that punctuality is the mother of confidence. It is not enough
that you fulfill your engagements ; you must do what you undertake, precisely
at the time, as well as in the manner you agree to.

A person passing a house where there was a funeral, stepped up to an Irish-
man and asked him if he could inform him who was dead. The Irishman replied:
“T cannot exactly say sir, but I presume it is the man in the coffin.”

The school fund of Wisconsin is five millions of dollars, and the income from
it 150,000.

The following will be readily understood as referring to a practice very com-
mon among some of the people of England :

PETITION OF THE LETTER “H” TO THE INHABITANTS OF KIDDERMINSTER:
Protesting.
Whereas by you I have been driven,
From ’ouse, from ’ome, from ’ope, from ’eaven,
And placed by your most learncd society,
In hexile, hanguish, and hanxiety ;
And charged, without one just pretence,
With karrogance and himpudence;
I here demand full restitution,
And beg you’ll mend your elocution.
ANSWER OF THE INHABITANTS OF KIDDERMINSTER TO THE LETTER “H”
Greeting.
Whereas we’ve rescued you, ingrate,
From ’anger, 'avoc, and from ’ate;
From ’orse-pond, ’anging, and from ’alter,
And consecrated you in haltar,
And placed you where you’d never be,
In honor, and in honesty;
We think your talking an intrusion,
And shall not mend our elocution.
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@ditory” Eunhle.

Exploration of the Valley of the Amazon, made under the direction of the
Navy Department, Part L. by Lieut. Wu. L. HerNDON ; Part IL. by Lieut. LARD-
NER GIBBON. :

Report of an Expedition down the Zuno and Colorado Rivers, by Captain L.
SITGREAVES, of the corps of Topographical Engineers.

These are sogme of the valuable contributions to Geography recently published
by Congress. They should be in the hands of Teachers, and in our Public
School Libraries.

We would again suggest to Teachers the propriety of writing to the members
of Congress from their respective Districts and soliciting copies of all such
works : among those referred to may be named, The Patent Office Reports, Me-

chanical and Agricultural; Andrews’ Report on Colonial and Lake Trade; The
President’s Message and accompanying Documents ; The Seventh Census — for
1850; Owens’ @ological Survey of Iowa, Wisconsin and Minnesota ; Stansbery’s
Expedition to the Salt Lake; Reports of the United States Coast Survey: Re-
ports of the Smithsonian Institution, and the three Reports named above.

All of these can not, perhaps, be obtained, but it will be advisable for those
vho would like any of them to write to their Senator or Representative, and
request the favor of any thing of the kind he may have to forward.

PEr1ODICALS.— The Massachusetts Teacher, {the Conn. Common School
Journal, the Michigan Journal of Education, and the Iowa Journal of Education
commence their volume with the year. The price of each is one dollar. For the
Massachusetts Teacher, address SAMUEL COOLEDGE, Boston ; for the Connecti-
cut Journal, F. B. PERK1INS, Hartford ; for the Michigan Journal, J. M. GREGORTY,

Detroit ; and for the Iowa Journal, R. SpALDING, Dubuque.

The pamphlet alluded to in the foot-note, page 357 of last volume, the author
desires to say, will contain 48 pages, as stated, but only about two hundred ques-
tions, instead of three hundred and more, as first estimated. Price same as
before stated—twenty cents.

E——

Diep.—In Cincinnati, on the 18th ult., Hon. NATHAN GUILFORD, for many’
years one of the ablest advocates of popular education in Ohio, aged 68 years.

At Canal Dover, Mr. THOMAS H. QUANTRILLE, for the last four years Princi-
pal of the Union School in that place. He has left a wife and family. At a
meeting of the teachers and pupils of the school, a fitting tribute of respect was
paid to the memory of the deceased.

At his residence near Mt. Union, Stark Co., after a protracted illness, Mr.
Isaac BAILEY, aged about 38 years. Mr. Baily was a Teacher by profession,and -
was a man who bade fair to rank high in the employment he had chosen. He
leaves a wife and four children. Thus are the useful and the true passing away !
An admonition to the living to be faithful to their trust.
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Jtems,

Hon. HENRY BARNARD, LL. D., for many years the efficient Commissioner of
Schools in Conn., has resigned the office. We are not informed to what his
attention will hereafter be directed, but feel confident that he cannot forget the
interests of popular education ; nor will the friends of the cause easily forget
him.

Mr. J. D. PHILBRICK, A. M, the Principal of the Connecticut State Normal
School, has been appointed to the place vacated by Mr. BARNARD. We rejoice
that the place has fallen to so worthy an incumbent: Mr. PHILBRICK Will make
his mark upon the schools of Connecticut, and make his influence felt beyond
the limits of New England.

Mr. ALpHEUS A. KEEN, A. M., who has been, during the last five years, Prin-
cipal of the High School in Marblehead, Mass., has been appointed Principal of
Pomeroy Academy, (Meigs Co.,) at a salary of $300. Though a subscriber to the
journals of New England, Mr. KEeN has forwarded his subscription for our
Journal. He will accept our thanks for his introduction, and the assurance that
he will meet a hearty reception among the Teachers of Ohio.

Mr. THOMAS MCCARTNEY has been appointed Principal of the Union School
in Canal Dover, in place of Mr. T. H. QUANTRILLE, deceased.

A competent Teacher, of several years’ experience, wishes to secure a situa-
tion in some good Academy or Union School. Inquirics may be addressed to A.
D. Lorp, Columbus.

To BoArps oF EpucATiON.—If any City or Township Boards are desi-
rous to secure the Journal, but have not the money in hand to remit, they can
order it, and forward the subscription price, one dollar per copy, wheun they re-
ceive the funds, in February next.

The third volame of the Journal, containing the School Law, and all the pub-
lished Opinions and Decisions of the Commissioner of Common Schools, sub-
stantially bound in cloth, can be had for $1.25 per copy. When six or more
copies are ordered to one address, it will be sent free of expense to any place
which can be reached by express, or to the nearest point on the Railroad.

December 1, 1854, A. D. LORD.

FOURTH VOLUME OF THE OHIO JOURNAL OF EDUCATION.

The first number of the fourth volume will be issued about the 20th instant :
it will be sent to those only who have ordered it or signified a wish to subscribe
for it. The volume will be published as heretofore, with such improvements as
the experience of three years has suggested. Among these, it is the intention to
insert in each number an Engraving representing some one of the fine School
Edifices, either Public or Private, in the State.

Terms, $1 per copy. The first, second and third volumes, neatly bound, can be
had for $1.25 each. If ordered by mail, 25 cents in stamps must be included for
the prepayment of each volume. All orders should be addressed, A. D. Lorp,
Columbus, O.
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COLUMBUS, FEBRUARY, 1855.

®hic Stute Teachers’ Jssocintion,

HIS Association held its Seventh Annual Meeting in the city of
Cincinnati, on the 27th and 28th of December, 1854.

The Association met in the Ninth Street Baptist Church, at 10
o'clock, A. M.

President Andrews, on taking the Chair, congratulated the Teachers
assembled, on the favorable circumstance of holding the Seventh An-
nual Meeting of their Association, in a city that had been the first
mover in the West for the establishment of Common Schools, and which
had been so liberal, and had done so much in placing her own Free
Graded Schools in the high position they now occupy. He then re-
ferred in a feeling manner to the decease of those eminent pioneers in
the cause of free education in our State, Samuel Lewis and Nathan
Gilford.

The Session was then opened with prayer by Rev. Mr. Shepardson,

of Cincinnati.

On motion of Charles Rogers of Dayton, M. D. Parker, of Hamilton
oounty, I. S. Morris, of Preble, A. W. Rogers, of Auglaize, and Jas.
Marvin, of Trumbull, were appointed Assistant Secretaries.

The delegates from the different counties were then enrolled.

On motion, teachers and friends of education from other States, were
invited to sit as delegates in the Convention, and participate in its pro-
ceedings. :

At 11 o’clock, Rufus King, Esq., of Cincinnati, delivered the An-
nual Address: Subject, ‘¢ The Responsibilities of Teachers.”

On motion of Mr. J. Hurty, the thanks of the Association were
tendered to Mr. King for his address.

Dr. Ray moved that Moral Education be a subject for discussion,
from two to three o’clock in the afternoon session. Carried.

President Andrews read a letter from Cyrus McNeely, offering to
the Association the house and grounds of his School, situate at Hoype-

Vor. IV, No. 2. 3
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dale, Harrison county, and valued at ten thousand dollars, for the pur-
pose of a Normal School.
The letter was referred to the Executive Committee.

AFTERNOON SESSION.

On motion of Mr. C. Rogers, a committee of five was appointed to
nominate officers to serve the ensuing year.

The Chair appointed the following gentlemen: Chas. Rogers, of
Dayton, A. Samson, of Columbus, S. 8. Cotton, of Sandusky, and J.
Lynch, of Circleville.

The Rev. Mr. Shepardson offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That we regard it an essential duty of every Teacher in our Public
Schools, both to exemplify in person, and daily inculcate by precept, the great
principles of morality and piety, which, while free from sectarianism, underlie
all systems of faith, and enter as necessary elements into the formation of sound
character.

Mr. Shepardson, in moving the adoption of the resolution, made some
remarks on the importance of every teacher’s devoting a portion of his
time, daily, to moral instruction.

Dr. Lord followed, enforcing the same view of the subject

Rev. Mr. McArthur, President of Muskingum College, contended
that moral instruction need not necessarily be of a sectarian character.

Mr. Rickoff, Superintendent of the Public Schools of Cincinnati,
wished to contribute something to forward the cause of moral education.
He said that this subject had been discussed time and again. He be-
lieved the time for discussion had passed, and that the time for action
had arrived. Mr. Rickoff, in conclusion, called on Mr. Cowdery, of
Sandusky.

That gentleman took the floor, and spoke of the difficulty of teaching
morality faithfully, and yet unexceptionably to all. He believed there
is no morality worth teaching, not found in the Bible. He urged the
necessity of appealing directly to the consciences of the pupils. He
said moral instruction might be made more interesting, both to pupils
and teachers, than any other subject. He also suggested some meth-
ods of instruction, which he thought might be pursued with advantage.

Dr. Ray then addressed the Association. He spoke warmly of the
importance of moral and physical education accompanying intellectual.
He said the great drawback on moral culture was the fear of sectarian-
ism. He believed, however, that no man was fitted to be a teacher,
who could not impart moral instruction without at the same time being
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sectarian. He spoke of the importance of so educating the conscience,
that pupils may be enabled to judge of the right for themselves.

Mr. Fry, of Cleveland, said, that although crime was desolating the
country, yet he deemed the times not inauspicious, for everywhere, in
all educational conventions, he heard this subject discussed.

The subject was then, on motion of Mr. Hurty, laid on the table.

Mr. Cady, of New York, addressed the Association on the subject of
Musie.

The thanks of the Association were tendered to Mr. Cady, and a
copy of his address, and that of Mr. King, were solicited for publication.

The following resolution was offered by Mr. J. Lynch, and adopted :

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed by the Chair, to make a re-
port, at the next Semi-Annual Meeting of this Association, on the organization

and management of Union Schools.
Mr. Lynch, Dr. Williams, of Lancaster, and Rev. A. Duncan, were
appointed that committee.
On motion, the resolution on Moral Education, was taken up.. Mr.
Knowlton, of Cincinnati, spoke in its favor.
The resolution was then adopted.

EVENING SESSION.

President Andrews called the meeting to order. Prayer by Rev.
Mr. Hansel, of Cincinnati. The choir of the Church then sung an
anthem,

A letter was received from Rev. Mr. Tappan, Chancellor of the
University of Michigan, stating that important business at home, would
prevent his being present to address the Association, according to ap-
pointment. Dr. Lord then moved that the subject of establishing a
Normal School, under the auspices of the Association, be taken up for
discussion.

Dr. Lord, from the Executive Committee, made an oral report, but
was not prepared to submit any definite plan. He spoke strongly of
the benefits to be derived from the establishment of such schools.

Dr. Williams, of Lancaster, thought that the State should establish
the Normal School, and that it should not be left to private enterprise.

Mr. Cowdery, of Sandusky, said that the diffusion of Union Schools’
throughout the State, the work to which the Teachers’ Association had
been devoted for some four or five years, had been in a great measure
accomplished ; and that it was now time to turn our attention to some-
thing else. He was forever opposed to the stand-still policy ; he wes
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in favor of progress, but he liked the word aggression better. We
want improved methods of teaching. How are these to be obtained ?
He thought best by the establishment of Normal Schools. He believed
the establishment of such a school practicable. He thought that teach-
ers should go to work, and, of themselves, build up their profession ;
letting the State do what it may, but not waiting for it. He believed
it did teachers good to contribute for professional purposes, and he
would not, if he could, relieve them from the burden.
- Mr. Edwards, of Troy, was as much in favor of progress as any one,

but he wished that progress to be in the right direction. He felt proud
of our schools, and he wished the Association to take no inconsiderate
step that might injure their usefulness.

Mr. Rolfe, of Cincinnati, offered the following :

Resolved, That it is desirable to establish a Normal School in Ohio as soon as
practicable.

Mr. Rolfe made some remarks on the resolution. He believed it was
not desirable to call upon the State to establish such a school.

Dr. Ray spoke in favor of a Normal School, that should teach how
to give instruction. He proposed a plan for a school, in which instruc-
tion should be given by the way of lectures.

The President made some remarks in regard to the offer made by
Mr. McNeely, of the Hopedale property. He said the property was
worth ten thousand dollars. He spoke in high terms of Mr. McNeely’s
efforts to advance the cause of education.

On motion, the subject was laid on the table, and made the special
order for Thursday morning.

Dr. Ray moved that a committee of three be appointed to draft reso-
lutions, for the action of the Association, relative to the death of Samuel
Lewis and Nathan Guilford.

Dr. Ray, Mr. R. Fry and Mr. James Campbell were appointed the
committee.

After Music by the Choir, the Association adjourned to meet at 9
o’clock on Thursday morning.

Taurspay MorNiNg, Dec. 28tH.

The Association met at 9 o’clock. Prayer was offered by Rev. Alex.
Duncan, of Newark.

Mr. Rogers, of Dayton, Chairman of the Committee to nominate
Officers for the ensuing year, made a report.
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Mr. Cowdery, from the Committee appointed at the last session, to
take into consideration the propriety of holding the next Semi-annual
Meeting in one of the steamers on the Lake, reported that no definite
arrangements had been made, but that there was no doubt but that one
of the largest steamers could be chartered ; one in every way commo-
dious for holding the sessions of the Association. Mr. Cowdery then:
moved that the Executive Committee be empowered to make suitable
arrangements for such meeting. Carried.

On motion of Mr. Lynch, Mr. E. E. White, of Cleveland, was added
to the committee.

Dr. Ray, from the committee appointed to prepare resolutions ex-
pressive of the feelings of the Association, on the death of Samuel Lewis
and Nathan Guilford, submitted the following :

WHEREAS, it has pleased Divine Providence, since the last meeting of the Ohio
State Teachers’ Association, to remove from the sphere of their worthy labors,
two of the early and most distinguished benefactors of Education in the State
of Ohio, Samuel Lewis, in July last, and Nathan Guilford, during the present
month; be it therefore
Resolved, by the Ohio State Teachers’ Association, That in the death of Sam-

uel Lewis, we recognize the loss of the first Superintendent of Common Schools

in Ohio, and one of the chief framers of the School Law of 1838.

Resolved, That Samuel Lewis, by long and untiring devotion to the cause of
education; by his great personal labors, and his pecuniary sacrifices while Su-
perintendent of Common Schools; by his procurement of the endowment of the
Woodward College and High School; and by his labors in effecting a union of
the Woodward and Hughes’ Funds with the Common School Fund of this city,
and the establishment of the Cincinnati, Woodward and Hughes High Schools
has indelibly connected his name with the educational institutions of this city
and State, and that his memory should be cherished as a public benefactor.

Resolved, That Nathan Guilford, by his efforts in procuring the passage of the
first School Law in Ohio ; by his long and unceasing labors to promote the suc-
cess of the Common Schools of Cincinnati, first as a Trustee, and in after years
as Superintendent; by his active codperation with the Trustees in the establish-
ment of the Cincinnati, Woodward and Hughes High Schools, has inseparably
associated his name with the Public Schools of Cincinnati and of Ohio, and that
his name should also be cherished as a pablic benefactor.

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions, signed by the President and Secre-~

tary of the Association, be presented to the respective families of the deceased.

Dr. Ray accompanied the resolutions with a few remarks on the
great value of the services that had been rendered in the cause of edu-
cation, by the two truly eminent men who have so lately left their field
of labor. .

The resolutions were unanimously adopted.

Mr. Cowdery, Chairman of the Finance Committee, made his report.
He submitted the question to the Association, as to the amount of sal-
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ary that should be paid Dr. Lord, for his services during the past year
as State Agent.

President Andrews urged the Association to be liberal in fixing the
salary. He spoke from expenence of the arduous labors that devolve
on the State Agent.

Mr. Rickoff made an earnest appeal to the Asgsociation to increase
the salary of the State Agent, and moved that Dr. Lord be paid at the
rate of $1,800 per annum for his services since he has been employed.
The motion was carried.

Mr. Rickoff then spoke of the importance of continuing an agent in
the field for the coming year.

Mr. Rogers, of Dayton, thought a large majority of the teachers were
in favor of the appointment, and therefore offered the following :

Resolved, That this Association consider it necessary to employ a State Agent
for the ensuing year, at a salary of $1800 per annum. v

Mr. Rolfe, of Cincinnati, spoke warmly in favor of the appointment,
and read, for the encouragement of teachers, an extract from a letter of
Prof. I. W. Andrews.

Mr Knowlton was in favor of the appomtment but in order that
our action might be in perfect harmony with that of the State, he moved
so to amend the resolution as to make it read as follows :

Resolved, That in view of the burdensome labors of the State Commissioner,
and for the purpose of seconding the late action of the State Legislature in favor
of education, this Association consider it necessary to employ a State Agent for
the ensuing year, at a salary of $1800 per annum.

On motion of Mr. Hancock, the subject was laid on the table until
after the address of Prof. Brainard, of Cleveland ; the hour for its de-
livery having arrived.

Mr. Hancock, on behalf of the Teachers and Trustees of the Publie
Schools, then invited the members of the Association to attend a fes-
tival, to be given in honor of their visit to the city, this evening at 7}
o’clock, in Greenwood Hall.

President Andrews read a communication from the Board of Direct-
ors of the Young Men’s Mercantile Library Association, tendering to
the members of the Teachers’ Association the free use of their Library
Rooms, during their visit to the city. A vote of thanks was returned.

Prof. Brainard then addressed the Association on ¢ The relation the
study of the Natural Sciences sustains to the course of education.”

On motion of Mr. D. P. Mayhew, the thanks of the Association were
returned to Prof. Brainard for his address, and a copy was solicited for
publication.
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Mr. Eaton, of Cleveland, made some remarks enforcing the views of
the address.

On motion of Mr. Lynch, the resolution in regard to employing a
State Agent, was taken up. After remarks by Messrs. Heslett, of
Portsmouth, Shepardson, of Cincinnati, Parsons, of Logan, and Cow-
dery, of Sandusky, the resolution was adopted.

Mr. Lynch gave notice that he would move, at the next Annual
. Meeting, so to amend Art. 10, of the Constitution, as to make the fee
of membership of this Association, including females, one dollar per
year.

Mr. Fry, of Cleveland, offered the following :

Resolved, That the course pursued by our State School Commissioner, H. H.
Barney, Esq., meets our hearty approbation, and that we will, individually and
collectively, render him whatever assistance lies in our power, in his arduous
labors.

It was moved to amend the resolution by adding the name of Dr.
Lord. After some remarks, on motion of Mr. Cowdery, the resolution
and amendment were laid over until the afternoon.

It was moved that the election of officers be made the order for 24
o’clock in the afternocon. Carried.

AFTERNOON SESSION.

The Convention met—Mr. Nason, of Cincinnati, one of the Vice
Presidents, in the chair.

A communication from the Ohio Phonetic Association was presented
and read, inviting the teachers to attend a meeting of the Association
on Friday, Dec. 29th. The invitation was accepted, and a vote of
thanks tendered.

Mr. Rolfe, of Cincinnati, offered the following :

Resolved, That the subject of a Normal School be referred to the Finance

Committee, with instructions to entertain further propositons, and report a plan
at the next semi-annual meeting. Adopted.

Prof. Brainard, of Cleveland, offered the following, with some ac-
companying remarks :

Resolved, That this Association invite Prof. J. P. Kirtland, of Cleveland, to
deliver the address before the scientific scction of this body, at its next meeting.
Adopted.

Mr. Lynch offered the following :

Resolved, That this Association recommend to the teachers of the State, to

encourage the labors of the agent of the Ohio Phonetic Association, in his efforts

to disseminate a knowledge of the phonetzc method of teachmg children to read the
common print. Adopted.
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Mr. Fry’s resolution, commending the course of the State Commis-
siouer, was taken up.

Mr. Knowlton spoke warmly in favor of the resolution. The motion
being on the amendment to insert the name of Dr. Lord, and a call for
the previous question being carried, the amendment was adopted.

After some discussion, in which Messrs. Knowlton, Andrews, Rolfe,
and Crippen participated, the subject was again laid on the table, to
take up the special order—the election of officers.

On motion, the rule requiring the vote to be by ballot, was suspend-
ed, and the election made viva voce.

The following gentlemen, whose names had been reported to the
Association by the Nominating Committee, were elected, as follows :

President—ANDREW J. RICKOFF, of Cincinnati.
Vice Presz'dgahtt :

Dis
l.t'Dr. Joseph Ray, Cincinnati ; 11'.;' S. M. Barber, Ashland ;
2. Cyrus Knowlton, “ 12. A. Samson, Columbus;
3. Charles Rogers, Dayton; 18. Geo. W. Jenkins, Mt. Pleasant;
4. Charles Forrest, Urbana; 14. M. D. Leggett, Warren;
5. J. R. Kinney, Defiance; 15. T. W. Harvey, Massillon ;
6. A. Schuyler, Republic; 16. H. D. Lathrop, Gambier ;
7. J. K. Parker, Clermont Co.; 17. Abel Crum, Cherry Valley ;
8. John C. Groom, Circleville ; 18. W. D. Woollard, Sandusky;
9. Charles Kingsbury, Ironton; 19. A. Freese, Cleveland ;

10. James Long, Chillicothe; 20. L. T. Covell, Zanesville.

Recording Secretary—W illiam Mitchell, of Fredericktown, Knox Co.
Corresponding Secretary—James Marvin, of Warren, Trumbull Co.
Treasurer—D. C. Pearson, of Columbus.
Ezxecutive Committee :
Dr. A. D. Lord, of Columbus, Chairman.

Rev. A. Duncan, Newark ; A. C. Deuel, Urbana;
Dr. John Williams, Lancaster; D. F. DeWolf, Tiffin;
James Campbell, Dayton ; W. T. Hawthorn, Franklin.

Financial Committee :
M. F. Cowdery, of Sandusky, Chairman.
Francis Hollenbeck, Perrysburg ; H. Anderson, Dayton;
Asahel Page, Cincinnati; H. 8. Martin, Canton.

The discussion on the resolution in regard to the State Commissioner,
was resumed. :

Mr. Rolfe made some remarks, opposing not only this resolution, but
resolutions of thanks generally.

President McArthur spoke in favor of the resolution. Mr. Fry
spoke of the arduous labors of the Commissioner, and thought it the
duty of every teacher earnestly to codperate in these labors, and cor-
dially to manifest his appreciation of them.

Mr. Rogers, of Dayton, urged the passage of the resolution, and

replied to the remarks of Mr. Rolfe.
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Mr. Lynch moved the previous question ; which was carried.

The resolution as amended, was then adopted.

A vote of thanks was tendered to the Choir for their music on Wed-
nesday night ; also to the Trustees of the Ninth Street Baptist Church.

It was resolved, on motion of Mr. Lynch, that when the Association
adjourn, it be to meet at the call of the Executive Committee.

Dr. Ray extended to the delegates of the Convention, an invitation
to visit the House of Refuge : accepted.

The Executive Committee reported the following resolution, which
was unanimously adopted :

Resolved, That our thanks be tendered to Mr. McNeely, of Harrison county,
for the highly liberal proposition made to this Association, in the offer of build-
ings and grounds for the establishment of a Normal School ; and that the proper
committee be instructed to consider this, in connection with any other proposi-
tions, that may be made for the same purpose.

Mr. Rickoff moved that a committee of three be appointed to obtain
subscriptions for the purpose of republishing English books, and trans-
lating German and French works bearing upon the Profession of
Teaching.

Messrs. Rickoff, of Cincinnati, Mayhew, of Columbus, and Heslett,
of Portsmouth, were appointed the committee.

On motion of Mr. Lynch, a committee of three was appointed to
take the necessary steps for the incorporation of the Association.

Messrs. Lynch, Sutherland, and Duncan were appointed the com-
mittee.

J. M. Root, Esq., of Sandusky, was elected to deliver the evening
Address, at the next semi-annual meeting.

President Andrews then delivered his Valedictory Address. He
spoke of the great necessity for more attention to moral culture in our
schools ; of the great blessings likely to arise from the daily use, by the
teacher, of the Bible in the school room, and of trying the merits of
every moral question by this divine standard.

He concluded his address by urging upon teachers the necessity for
harmony and coperation in their labors for the advancement of the
Common Schools of the State.

On motion, a vote of thanks was returned Mr. Andrews, for the
manner in which he had discharged his duties as President of the
Association.

After singing the Doxology, the Association adjourned to meet at

the call of the Executive Committee.
Joun Haxcock, Sec’y.
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NEW MEMBERS..

The following persons became members by paying the fee of one

dollar:

Frederick Mott, S. 8. Staley, A. F. Richards, 'W. H. Andrew,
Geo. B. Grow, J. B. Nickerson, John Eastman, M. J. Fitch,

A. B. Cornell, A. M. Baines, David E. McCoy, T.R. Bratton,
M. S. Turrill, Warren Libbey,  Levi H. Story, D. C. Cooper,
Enos Adamson, John Long, John Fulton, T. M. Thompson,
A. R.Boggs, W. H. Buchanan, Geo.C. Woollard, J. O.Marsh,

James Long,
‘Wm. R. Woolman,

Joshua Nickerson, A.L.Kimber,
EdmundMcKinney, David Parsons,

Jacob Brown,
Edw’d B. Fairchild,

W.G. W. Lewis, John M. Edwards, J. H. Wallace, ‘Wm. B. Kennedy,
Alex. Duncan, S. G. Sterling, James A. Veale, E.J.Donham,
Theodore Soden, J.G. Durbeck, J. P. Ellinwood, F.M.Browning,
J. C. Douglass, Samuel Hart, C. N.Browning, J. M. Johnson,
Benj. Gray, P. L. Harrison, S. M. Ward, Thos. W. Gordon,
James F. Frazier, R. M. Merrill, Jas. M. Kingery, J.T.Swartz,

J. M. Anderson, J. K. Parker, Jno. R. Kingery, LawrenceM.Stevens,
Smith Olney, C. W. Sears, Zadok Miller, C. H. Page,

M. Hill, J. F. Pearce, Saml. K. Goldtrap, J. H. Kirk,

J. P. Wethee, Saml. H. Miller, James Marvin, J. L. Hills,

Geo. W. Harper, R. Fry, Rufus King, E. McKinney,

G. B. Stilley, S. L. Bingham, S. R. Forrest, J. C. Allen,
Edward H. Allen, C. A. Burdick, George Messenger, John Eaton, Jr.,
G. H. Grant, W. G. Crippen, J. G. Marchant, J. H. Pearce.

MEMBERS AND DELEGATES IN ATTENDANCE.
Ashland County—Ira G. Fairbanks, R. Q. Beer.
Ashtabula—Miss Lucy A. Goddard.
Athens—Cyrus Grant, J. P. Wethee, W. H. Young.
Belmont—E. B. Peirce, Eliza Fisher, Mary B. Stroud.
Brown—W . H. Andrews, G. Bohrer, E.C. Ellis, T. W. Gordon, M.D., William

Hays, Martin Hill, J. W. King, O. P. Ralstin, W. Ure, Mrs. Andrews, Mrs. L
Bohrer, Mrs. P. Ellis, Mrs. E. White, Misses Mary J. Abbott, M. A. Anderson,
M. M. Ervin, M. J. Kirk, J. A. Lowes.

Butler—Mr. Adams, C. H. Bingham, E. Davics, D. W. McClung, J. R. Burgett,
J. P. Ellinwood, Alex. Beall, H. M. Keck, S. M. Ward, Col. Josiah Scott,” A. M.
Thornton, Benj. Wait, Mr. Sykes, W. H. Ingersoll, J. Bridge, Mrs. C. Ellinwood,
Misses Robertson, McElroy, Burgett, Sperry, M. Ellinwood, Vandewater.

Champaign—A.. C. Deuel, J. F. Pearce, S. 8. Staley, Miss M. E. Eaker.

Clermont—W . H. Altman, C. N. Browning, F. M. Browning, E. Donham, J. Fee,
Michael H. Fiteh, !J. Johnson, T. B. Lakin, A. Lockwood, Zadok Miller, A. Mc-
Nair, J. C. Morris, J. Moss, Jas. K. Parker, J. A. Sloan, Lowell H. Smith, Misses
Margaret M. Baker, Mary P. Parker, Harriet Blanchard, Charlotte T. Quinlan,
Melle Stone, E. Donham, H. Donham, E. Bettle, C. Thompson, E. McWilliams,
M. E. Griffith.

Clinton—J. C. Everist, James F. Frazier, Jesse Kirk, Samuel H. Miller, James
Nickerson, Josiah Nickerson, Rev. J. A. Veale.
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Cuyahoga—S. L. Bingham, C. 8. Bragg, Jehu Brainerd, Robert Cather, Henry
Childs, John Eaton, Jr., R. Fry, A. W. Price, Miss Mary E. Clemens.

Erie—M. F. Cowdery, 8. 8. Cotton, G. C. Woollard, Mrs. M. F. Cowdery, Mrs.
8. S. Cotton, Misses Blanchard, Bondeli, A. M. V. Breck, Brown, Farwell, Gustin,
F. Jennings, Norris, Perry.

Fairfield—C. T. Emerson, Wm. Whitney, Dr. J. Williams, Mrs. J. E. Whitney,
Misses Harriet Hall, Mary Herron, M. M. Wilcox.

Fayette—Miss B. W. Edwards.

Franklin—G. C. Smith, I. W. Sutherland, M. B. Bateham, L. Barney, J. Geary,
A.D.Lord. D.P. Mayhew, A. S8amson, D. C. Pearson, D. H. Taft, Mrs. A. D. Lord,
Mrs. D. C. Pearson, Mrs. M. F. Westervelt, Misses A. W. Beecher, 8. A. Dutton, L.
A. Huntington, L. E. Temple, S. J. Maxfield; S. D. Phelps, S. Johnson, M. Smith,
H. A. Carter, C. B. Freeman, J. Fishburne, M. E. Robertson, C. George.

Greene—A. Amyx, T. R. Bratton, J. V. Champion, D. C. Cooper, D. Crist, D. Fau-
ber, G. W.Fauber, 8. Findley, W.S. Furay, P. H. Jaquith. W. Libby, J. T. Liggett,
B. W. L. McClung, Rev. P. Neff, Jr., 8. Olney, J. D. Stine, E. Story, L. H. Story,
R. Story, T. Wright, Mrs. M. Jaquith, Mrs. M. Scott, Misses E. K. Andrew, M.
Andrews, M. F. Anderson, M. M. Armstrong, M. Gilman, M. Hardie, E. L. Jack-
son, M. M. Jackson, A. Kneal.

Guernsey—J. C. Douglass.

Hamilton—M. S. Turrill, A. M. Barris, E. 8. Davies, E.Jacobs, J. M. Anderson,
H. Bushnell, Jr., Misses E. Jacobs, O. E. Patton, M. Frankland, M. H. Smith, A.
J. Moore, A. M. Wright, M. Pyle, C. Van Ranseller, Z. M. Brown.

CINCINNATI—A. J. Rickoff, Dr. Joseph Ray, C. Knowlton, F. W. Hurtt, S. M.

Case, J. Edwards, H. H. Edwards, J. Swartz, A. 8. Reynolds, Wm. H. Hayford,
‘W. F. Hurlbert, W. Denton, Wm. Espy, J. M. Ross, J. Hancock, A. Page, C. Na-
son, W. R. Woolman, U. Rico, T. J. Tone, —— Sabin, —— Johns, J. G. Marchant,
G. Durbeck, G. Long, T. M. Thompson, J. Long, J. S. Highland, F. A. Adams, P.
L. Harrison, J. Elliott, J. Wilson, M. D. Parker, G. W. Nye, T. Brunner, W.
Strunk, Dr. J. L. Thornton, Joseph Herron, S. L. Massey, B. O. M. DeBeck, J. B.
Trevor, W. G. Crippen, E. Y.Robbins, J. Locke, J. C. Belman, Misses S. T. Bailey,
A. Gay, E. Cassat, S. Evarts, S. J. Moores, C. S. Hawkins, J. Garrett, M. H. Ste-
venson, M. E. Woods, M. D. White, D. Workrum, M. A. B. Steavenson, S. King, N.
Claypool, M. Palmer, A. L. Farley, H. E. Jones, I. A. Burgess, L. S. Bingham, 8.
J. Attee, I. Newhall, R. Davis, 'E. Borton, E. Randall, M. Finley, M. Secrist, H.
Knowlton, 8. B. Glendenning, M.J. Johnson, A. Hoyt, S. Shoonmaker, F. Brown,
F. Kendall, M. A. Cullen, H. Guisy, M. D. Epplett, R. P. Folger, A. M. Folger, L.
Rynder, F. A. Brooks, A. E. Vallandingham, J. Cleveland, L. O. Nixon, M. Nix-
on, P. Woolsey, I. L. Black, M. Burris, H. N. Wilson, E. Craddock, E. Jonte, S.
B. Swan, M. McCormick, M. Beutel, L. Garwood, A. E. Cumback, A. Howard,
M. Hesler, A. R. Dekins, E. Gordon, M. Wheeler, A. E. P. Houghton.

Hancock—A. L. Kimber, 8. A. Spear, Mrs. M. L. Spear.

Harrison—Edwin Regal.

Highland—Isaac Sams, J. C. Thompson, E. A. Moshier, S. P. Beall, J. T. Wright.
D. E. McCoy, A. F. Richards, Misses P. P. Pomeroy, I. A. Wheeler.

Huron—A. B. Cornell.

Jackson—M. Gilmor, Rev. Mr. Page.

Knor—Lorin Andrews, A. R. Boggs, W. H. Buchanan, Wm. Mitchell, G. B.
Stilley, C. Tracy, Mrs. L. Andrews, Miss F. H. Scott.

Lake—G. E. Howe, 8. C. Metcalf, Misses E. M. Alford, E. J. Cook, 8. E. A.
Dascomb.

Licking—Rev. Alex. Duncan, L. P. Rose, Mrs. E. Rose.
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Logan—David Parsons.

Madison—W. P. Gibson, Mrs. W. P. Gibson.

Marion—W. L. Tirrell, Mrs. J. L. Tirrell.

Mercer—W. F. George.

Medina—Wm. P. Clark.

Meigs—George B. Grow.

Miami—W. W.V. Buchanan, Wm. N. Edwards, Uriah Fordyce, E. G. Humas-
ton, Robert Wilson, Misses Mary Buchanan, N. J. Buchanan, Mary Kelley, Mary
Toy, Ann H. Collins, Louise Thorn, Annie G. Temple, Amanda Rose, Louisa
Smith, Mary H. Rayner, Jane H. Bigger, Ann E. Hilliard, Virginia Mills.

Montgomery—Jas. Campbell, H. Anderson, Jas. Miller, S. R. Henderson, A. C.
Tyler, J. A. Tyler, W. A. Green, Jacob Bower, Chas. Rogers, Misses A. Davis, H.
Brown, Mary McQuade, M. J. Lewis, S. Q. Pierce, Ellen Sherwood, Mary J. Pet-
ticrew, Lizzie Denton, Hester Weidner, Abbie Naylor.

Morgan—Dr. W. C. Catlin.

Muskingum—Pres. S. McArthur, L.P. Marsh, J. P.McCartney, Mrs. M. J. Marsh,
Miss D. H. Banes.

Pickaway—J. H. Groom, J. H. Wallace, Hon. J. Cradlebaugh, J. H. Lutz, J.
Lynch, Misses A. E. Humaston, C. E. Minott, J. A. Stone, R. S. Bailey, A. Marsh.

Portage—E. B, Fairchild, Misses H. P. Norton. Sarah Udall.

Preble—Enos Adamson, John Eastman, H. B. Hardy, G. Jaqua, I. 8. Morris,
T.T. Stroud.

Richland—R. M. Merrill, C. S. Royce.

Ross—Edward K. Allen, T. C. Bowles, George K. Clark, John R. Chamberlin,
James Long, Rev. J. A. I. Lowes, Mrs. M. J. Long, Misses Sarah A. Lowes, H
Emma Ware, Elizabeth Tuttle, L. M. Heads.

Scioto—Rev. E. P. Pratt, S. M. Heslett, Mr. Hickock, Martin Gilbert, Mrs. M.
Gilbert, Mrs. Whigham, Mrs. Stone, Mrs. Johnston, Mrs. Thompson, Misses S. J.
Wheelock, E. Gon, E. A. Huston, S. Huston, M. Huston, M. Wheeler, M. J. Grum,
M. Robert.

Seneca—D. F. De Wolfe.

Stark—H. 8. Martin, Misses Jane M. Becket, B. M. Cowles.

Trumbull—M. D. Leggett, James Marvin.

Tuscarawas—Thomas McCartney.

Union—Mrs. A, M. Lee, Miss C. A. Hough.

Warren—J. B. Hough, G. H. Grant, C. W. Kimball, J. O. Marsh, C. A. Burdick,
Mr. Harford, W. T. Hawthorne, B. F. Jeffrey, J. B. Irwin, T. F. Welton, Ebenezer
Witham, Chas. Witham, Wm. Hopkins, Wm. Hardy, J. W. Lowes, Misses E. L.
Alverson, A. Clapp, M. Pierson, A. H. Crandall, R. A. Peacock, A. Peacock, L

- Hawthorn, M. McAroy, A. S. Naylor, Sarah Evans.

Wyandot—Frederick Mott, J. H. Pearce, Ira Pool.

INDIANA—John Trimble, Jr., W. D. Henkle, Mrs. W. D. Henkle, Misses Anna
R. Fitch, Margaret Lanius, Caroline Campbell, H. P. Henkley, E. F. Thompson.

KeNTUCKY—J. Hurty, Rev. Mr. Page, Dr. G. W. Stewart, Prof. J. Berry, Geo.
Charter, J. Boughman, Mrs. Lewis, Misses Mary Stewart, Baxter, E. Hidelay, L.
P. Alverson, Newport ; G. R. Hand, Misses V. M. Barber, S. Davis, Georgetown ;
G. W. Brown, Walter Scott, Covington ; Miss M. London, Louisville.

NEw York—C. M. Cady.

BosToN, Mass.—Dea. N. D. Gould.

MaiNne—H. H. Smith.
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The Ofio Phometic Assorintion,

This Association met in the Hall of the Mechanic’s Institute, Cin-
cinnati, on the 29th of December. Over sixty delegates were in attend-
ance, from different parts of Ohio, Indiana and Kentucky.

At 10 o’clock, A. M., Mr. Benn Pitman addressed the Association.

He took a hasty review of the progress of the reform up to the be-
ginning of last year. During the last year much greater progress had
been made than during any previous year. Early in the year ques-
tions, that had long been agitated, in reference to the form of some of
the letters, and the spelling of large classes of words, were settled, for
at least ten years, by a convention that met in Cincinnati, and, as the
result, capital has been largely invested in publishing Phonetic works.

Already, the New Testament is stereotyped, and a large edition has
been published in Phonotypy.

Other books have also sprung from the press. The Type of the
Times, the organ of Phoneticians, now in the eighth year of its exist-
ence, will at the commencement of the new year, double its present
size, and furnish sixteen quarto pages of reading weekly. A Pho-
netic Journal will hereafter make monthly visits to the public. But
the crowning work of the year and of the age, is a PnoNerIc D1cTIONARY,
which is in course of publication : one-third of which is already stereotyped.

Through the efforts of the Agent of the association, several of the best
schools of the State have been induced to use Phonotypy in their prim-
ary departments for the purpose of teaching the common method of
reading.

With these advances, and the present means of making still further ad-’
vances, he thought that the friends of the cause might well make still
greater efforts. Other remarks of a practical nature were presented.

W. D. Henkle, Prof. of Languages in Green Mount College, at
Richmond, Ind., read a report upon the ¢ Bearings Phonotypy will
have upon the Etymology of our Language.”

J. D. Cox, Esq., of Warren, Trumbull co., as chairman of a com-
mittee, presented a memorial, addressed to the American Bible Society,
asking that body, which is now with great liberality sending transla-
tions of the Holy Scriptures to heathen countries, to print an edition
of them in Phonotypy for the benefit ‘ of the full million of uneduca-
ted ApuLTS in our own land.” 'The association endorsed this memorial,
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and instructed the committee to present it to the American Bible So-
ciety, and also to the American Bible Union.

AFTERNOON SESSION.

Mr. Edwin Regal, of the Hopedale School, read a report upon the
** Influence which the practical study of Phonetics will have in improv-
ing the Elocution of public speakers, and performers of vocal music.” -

The report of the Executive, and the Finance committees, the elec-
tion of officers, and some discussions, occupied the remainder of the
afternoon. :

Among the officers we notice the names of Lorin Andrews, of Gam-
bier, President ;" Adams Jewett, M. D., of Dayton, Treasurer ; Wm.
H. Swmith, of Richmond, Ind., Sec’y; Chas. S. Royce, of Plymouth,
Chairman of Ex. Committee, and traveling Agent ; and Edwin Regal,
of Hopedale, Chairman of Finance Committee.

In the evening, the association was ably addressed by Mr. Dan. S.
Smalley, of Mass., compiler of the Phonetic Dictionary; and by Mr.
Wm. Denton, teacher in the Public Schools in Cincinnati. The ad-
dresses and reports were ordered to be published in pamphlet form.

Mr. Andrews was elected to the office of President without his knowl-
edge : in his letter of acceptance, he uses the following language :

I would very much have preferred that some more active and de-
gerving friend of the cause had been elected to the position. As it.is,
however, I very cheerfully accept the unexpected honor.

The more I reflect upon the cause, in which you are so self-denyingly
engaged, the more I am convinced of its importance, and of its ultimate
triumph. I think the time has now fully come, when books in the
Phonetic print should be introduced into all the primary schools of the
State. Truly yours, LoriN ANDREWS.

@onention of School Examiners.

Delegates from Boards of Examiners from twenty-two counties and
four Union Schools, met at the rooms of the School Board, in Cincin-
nati, on Tuesday, December 27th, 1854, and organized by calling Wm.
N. Edwards of Miami county to the Chair, and appointing John Lynch
of Circleville, Secretary.

After some appropriate remarks by the Chairman, the following dele-

Zates were enrolled :
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Brown county .....E. C. Ellis. Madison ceeeseeees. W. P. Gibson.
Butler ccceeeeeecee. Bvan Davies. Meigs eecseeseecec.Geo. B. Grow.
Clermont «ceeeseqe.J. K. Parker. Miami.ceeeoeceeees Wm. N. Edwards.
Champaign «ceeee..A.C. Deuel. Mercer ceseeeesvess W. F. George.
Clinton «eeececccesod. C. Everist. Montgomery.......James Campbell.
Fayette.ceesceeesssd. J. Worthington. Pickaway..cse.....J. A. Lutz.
Hamilton «ccceee .. .Henry Snow, Preble cecocececees.I. S. Morris,

'W. H. Hurlburt. G. Jaqua.
Harrison «ees......Edwin Regal. Scioto seeeescesessRev. E. P. Pratt.
Highland «ccceeee..Isaac Sams. Stark ceceescecsssss H. S. Martin.
Huron...eeceeeees A, B. Cornell. Trumbull ceeeeeeeec M. D. Leggett.

Licking.eeeeesceeccRev. A. Duncan. Warreneceessese...C. W. Kimball.
Circleville Union Schoolecececcececeesastrosesssccsacsssses.John Lynch.

Eaton “
Fredericktown ‘¢
Laucaster «

essssereccssccsssssscesassassessss s Rev. EnosAdamson.
essssesssesscscscscencsssessssceses WM. Mitchell
cosessscessscsassscssssssesssssssss Dr. John Williams.

A call was then made on the delegates to state their mode of exam-
ination, and the standard of qualifications adopted in their respective
counties. This was a most interesting exercise.

On motion, a committee, consisting of Messrs. Deuel, Duncan, Regal,

Sams, Lynch and Edwards, was appointed to prepare business for the
Convention.

Adjourned to meet to-morrow morning at 9 o’clock.

WEeDNESDAY, DECEMBER 28TH.

The Convention was called to order by the Secretary; and Mr.
Campbell, of Dayton, appointed Chairman.
Mr. Duncan, in behalf of the committee appointed to prepare busi-

ness, made the following report; which, after being discussed, was
adopted :

The committee appointed by the Convention of Examiners, and upon whom
was devolved the duty of presenting, for the consideration and final action of the
Convention, such general principles as may tend to secure a better understanding
and greater uniformity among the numerous boards of examiners in the State,
and through them a higher standard of qualification on the part of teachers, and
thus, ultimately, the steady upward advancement of all our common schools,
beg leave to report, that they have given the subject such attention as the cir-
cumstances would allow, and are prepared to offer the following items, viz :

1. That in the estimation of your committee, private examinations, or such as
may be held at times and places other than those previously and publicly an-
nounced, are plainly contrary to the spirit and letter of the law.

2. That testimonials of good moral character, satisfactory to the board of ex-
aminers, or a majority of them, should in all cases be required, as indispensable
to the attainment of a certificate of qualification to teach.

3. That profane swearing, intemperance or dishonesty in a candidate, should
every where be regarded as an evidence that such moral character is wunting.
all certificates to the contrary notwithstanding.
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4. That time should be given for a full and patient examination of every can-
didate, in the various branches designated in the law; and that to omit any one
of them, becaunse it may not have been taught, or is not desired to be taught, in
particular districts, is a direct violation of the law applicable to the case.

5. That each board of examiners should adopt and carry out some regular
system, by which directors and boards of examiners, and all parties concerned,
may understand, by the certificates granted, the true relative merits of those
who hold them.

6. That certificates of qualification to teach should not be renewed, whether by
the board that originally granted them, or any other, excepting as the result of
a new examination.

7. That the attainment and actual possession of a certificate of qualification to
teach, for a certain period, should constitute no claim on any board of examiners
to grant another, where the result of the examination does not indicate progress
in knowledge, and in all that belongs to the teacher’s profession; but, on the
contrary, that the want of such indications ghould be regarded as a sufficient
ground for denying a renewal of a certificate, where no other serious disqualifi-
cation may be manifested.

To some it might seem desirable to have something more definite, on al} or
most of these points; for example, on what should constitute satisfactory 'tes-
timonials of good moral character, on the best method of conducting examina-
tions, as, also, on the manner of exhibiting, through the certificate, the relative
merits of the holder of it. But in the present state of things, this appears to
your committee impracticable. With regard to these points, different methods
prevail in different counties. Some boards disregard all written testimonials of
good moral character, and depend solely on such knowledge as they may per-
sonally have, or be able to gain, respecting the candidates who may appear
hefore them. Others deem such testimonials sufficient; and others still demand
these, and something additional. Your committee deem it hardly within their
province, or even that of the Convention, to decide which of these, or whether
any of them, should every where prevail ; they may each be best suited to the
meridians respectively where they are practiced. But while we hesitate to define
the precise kind or amount of evidence requisite to establish a good moral char-
acter, in any location, we can not be too anxious or urgent that boards of exam-
iners should adopt and apply some method of satisfying themselves, that those
whom they license to teach, are morally qualified for that high and holy vocation.

TourspaY, DeceMser 29tH.

The Convention met, Mr. Edwards in the Chair. After some re-
marks by Messrs. Williams and Davies, Mr. Leggett offered the follow-
ing resolution, which was adopted :

Resolved, That we will use our influence, as examiners, to extend, as far as
possible, the circulation of the Ohio Journal of Education among the teachers of
the State.

On motion of Mr. Hurlburt, a committee, consisting of Messrs. Leg-

gett, Hurlburt, Davies, Martin and Grow, was appointed to report a
definite plan to secure a uniform standard of qualifications, to be
required throughout the State. '

At half past one, the committee reported. The report was accepted



OHIO JOURNAL OF EDUCATION. 49

(the Secretary was unable to get a copy of the report); and pending a
motion to adopt it, article by article, it was recommitted to the commit-
tee, to report next July, at which time it was deemed proper to hold
another meeting. Mr. Duncan, of Licking, was added to the committee. -
* On motion of Mr. Martin, it was
Resolved, That in the opinion of this Convention, the State needs a Normal
School, in which teachers may be educated for their professional duties.

The Convention then adjourned, to meet at the same place with,
and on the day previous to, the next semi-annual meeting of the Ohio
State Teachers’ Association.

Jorn Lywnch, Secretary:

SCIENTIFIC.

The Wity of Science,

‘We not unfrequently think and’ speak of the various branches of
science, as though they were so many distinct departments of knowl-
edge — as though a person might be deeply versed in one, and totally
ignorant of the others. But nothing can be more untrue. Nature,
like its Author, is one; and science, which is knowledge of nature, is
also one and indivisible. It is a multitudinous whole, with all its de-
partments most intimately connected. There is nothing like tsolation
here ; no branch but has its kindred branch; no department but has
an important connection with every other. Aye, more than this; thepe
is not & mind in all the realm of God, from that of the highest arch-
angel to the humblest intelligence, but is linked, by strong though in-
visible ties, with every other; not an atom in the Universe of matter,
but stands related to every other, but plays its part in the great time-
drama, obedient to the mandate of the great I Am.

If we apply our minds to the study of one branch, we soon find our-
selves treading the pleasant paths of another.- The Botanist finds him-
‘self side by side with the Geologist, and the Geologist finds himself
with the Mariner at sea, and the Mineralogist and Meteorologist on land,
while all need to snuff’ the fumes of the laboratory. The Astronomer
may take his observations on his tower, but the Optician must first make

4
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his instruments, and the Mathematician must reduce his observations or
they are useless. He must gauge the atmosphere, know its temperature,
measure the waters of the sea, study the tides, weigh the earth, exam-
ine its structure and know its composition ; in short, he must call to his _
sid all other branches of science, or his labors are vain and profitless.
And so it is through the whole range of sciences. To be deeply versed
in one, is to be skilled in all.

Science is a knowledge not of facts merely, but of facts and the prin-
daples which link them all together. Now principles are of extensive,
not to say universal application, and the longer one studies, the more
deeply learned he becomes, the fewer are the principles he knows; the
nearer we come to the fountain of all knowledge, the fewer are the
streams which flow from it; the nearer we approach to a city, the fewer
are the roads that lead to 1t

Attention to what is here said, it is believed, will greatly facilitate
the acquirement of knowledge, and forgetfulness of it, has, it is sure,
been the cause of many a failure, on the part of both pupils and teachers.

GRANVILLE FEMALE SBMINARY. 8. N. 8.

- ¢

The Becimal Princigle,

The decimal principle has long been applied to the purposes of cunr-
rency, and here its beauty and its utility are at once apparent and uni-
versally acknowledged. Every one among us admits, without hesitation,
the great superiority of the Federal over the French, the English or.
sny other currency. This superiority consists in its greater simplicity,
in the fact that there need be no halves, thirds, quarters, or other vul-
gar fractions used in computing by it, in short, in consists in the decs-
mal principle, on which it is based. No one need be told that it is
easier to write down and to find the interest on $112,53.5, than on.
112£ 58 5d 8qu., and no one need be told why it is easier, or why in
- poldoing we are leas liable to error. Every school boy knows the fact,

and he need not be very precocious to guess the reason.

But may not a principle so manifestly advantageous in its application-
to the counting of money be applied with equal advantage to measuring:
and weighing those things for which money is counted? In other
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words, may not this principle be as successfully, and with as much’
propriety, applied to weights and measures, as it now is to currency ¥
I can see no reasons why it may not ; if others can, they are invited to-
communicate them to the readers of the Journal. Let us briefly look’
at the advantages of such an application of this principle.

Instead of the ten or twelve different tables of weights and measures,
with just enough similarity to confound the pupil and perplex the mass,
we might have one simple, convenient table, answering, and in a better
manner, the purpose of the whole.

We have under the present system, “ Troy Weight,”” with its grains,
pennyweights, ounces and pounds; we have ‘‘ Avoirdupois Weight,”
with its drachms, ounces, pounds, quarters, hundredweight and tons;
¢« Apothecaries’ Weight” with its grains, scruples, drachms, ounces, and
pounds ; and although in each of these three tables of weights there are
found the denominations pounds and ounces, in only two do either of these
words indicate the same weight. So, too, with the words drachms, grains,
&c., when they occur in different tables, or in connection with different
classes of articlés, they have entirely different significations. Here we
have a fruitful source of annoyance to the student, and of error and incon-
venience to the dealer. 'What reason is there in a system which makes
a pound of bread weigh as much as 1 1b. 2 oz. 13 pwt. 13 gr. of soda,
or one pound (or 16 oz.) of iron, or lead, the same as 14 oz. 13 pwt.
13 gr. of silver or gold ?

But further inconsistencies are found in the tables of measures. We
have ‘“ Cloth Measure,”” with its inches, nails, quarters, yards and ells;-
we have ‘Long Measure,”” with its inches, feet, yards, rods, furlongs,
miles, ete. ¢ Square Measure,”” with its sq. feet, sq. yards, sq. rods, -
roods, acres and sq. miles; ‘‘ Surveyor’s Measure,”” with its inches,:

links, poles, chains, eto.; ‘¢ Cubic Measure,”” with its cubic inches,
cubic feet, cubic yards, tons, cord feet and cord; * Wine Measure,”
vith its, gi., pi., qt., gal., bar., tier., hhd., pi., and tun.; ¢ Ale or Beer
Measure,” with its pt., qt., gal., bar., and hhd.; * Dry Measure,”” with"
its pt., qt., pk., bu., chal.; ¢ Circular Measure,” with its seconds, min-
utes, degrees, signs and circles; and ‘“ Measure of Time,"’ with its seo-
onds, minutes, hours, days; weeks, months, and years.* Let this long:
list of measures and denominations of measures be carefully examined,
and let it be observed, that though the same words occur in the differ-’
ent tables, they almost invariably have a different signification in one

#* There would, of course, be insuperable objections to a decimal division oi;
years, months and days, aad perhaps also some to such a division of the cixc\a.
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table from what they have in another, and few, I think, will be found
to pronounce a system, which is made up of such irregularities and incon-
gruities, philosophical, or worthy of further toleration, if a better and
more philosophical one can be found. And is it not exceedingly un-
reasonable to suppose that a principle, so strikingly beautiful as is the
decimal principle, is so limited as to be applicable only to purposes of
currency ?  Principles are always of extensive, if not of universal
application. A

Suppose a table formed in which 1 indicates any unit,—a unit of
weight, whether it be of tea or tartar,—a unit of length, whether it be
tape or timber,—a unit of capacity, whether it be of ale or apples ; and
let this table extend from one dotwn to tenths, hundredths, thousandths,
and if desirable even lower ; and upwards to tens, hundreds, thousands,
and s0 on, ad libitum ; making one of any denomination equal to ten
of the next lower: e. g.

10 thousandths (.001) make 1 hundredth (written) .01
10 hundredths ¢ 1 tenth “ 1
10 tenths ¢ 1 unit “ 1.
10 units ¢« 1ten ¢ 10.
10 tens ¢ 1 hundred ¢ 100.
10 hundreds ¢ 1 thousand - ¢ 1,000.
10 thousands ¢ 1 ten thousand ¢« 10,000.
10 ten-thousands ¢ 1 hundred-thousand ‘¢ 100,000.

- Here is a table, simple, easily learned and comprehended, easily re-
membered, applicable alike to all things ; minute enough for weighing
drugs the most noxious, or gems the most precious ; and extensive
enough for weighing the grossest articles, even the earth and all things
thereon. - )

-Let now some one exlstmg denomination of weight—the pound for
exnmple, be retained as the unit of weight; and some existing denom-
ination of ‘lngth, as the yard or rod, be retained as the linear unit;
the gallon as the wnst of capacity; the rood as the unit of surface;
and the foot-as the wnit of.cubic measure. If then the article weighed
or measured were vory small, its weight or measure would be expressed
with'the utmost ease and accuracy in tenths, hundredths or thousandths

of ¢t¢ unit; but if the article were gross, it would then be expressed
in tons, hundreds, thousands or other higher denomination.

1 do not presume to offer this as tAs best form in which to apply the
decimal principle to weights and measures, but as one form in which it
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may be applied, and a form which not only illustrates my meaning, but
is vastly more simple and philosophical than the system, or rather want
of system — the chaos of weights and measures — which now obtains.
That this is true will be shown in a future number.

GRANVILLE FEMALE SEMINARY.

8. X. 8.

ABSTRACT FROM THE METEOROLOGICAL REGISTER, KEPT AT GRAN-
VILLE FEMALE SEMINARY, BY 8. N. SANFORD.

DEPTH OF RAIN AND MELTED SB8NOVW.

1849. 1850. 1851. 1852. 1858. 1854. |(Average

Juuary.. 4.37 1.12 3.00] 1.60| 2.85| 2.59
February. 2.75| 6.37| 8.75| 5.49| 8.25| 4.81
March ... ... 2.37] 8.00| 5.38 2.02] 3.90 3.34
Apl...onn. 4.44| 2,69 6.50] 3.87| 8.86| 4.34
May........ 1.50| 4.82| 4.75| 2.58| 5.58| 3.75
Jme....... 11.12| 3.50, 6.00] 1.80] 4.04| 5.39 -
July.... 5.37| 8.75 7.87| 5.27] 2.35| 4.96
August.... ... 9.44| 2.37] 2.25| 4.06| 1.50| 3.92
September....| 2.81) 8.06| 2.87| 2.75| 8.92| .82 2.62
Oclober......| 2.12| 2.69| 8.12| 2.81 8.55 8.28 3.76
November....| 2.87| 3.19 8.00| 5.00] 2.85| 8.41 3.1
ber....| 8.87 5.19] .80 14.12] 2.58| 1.85| 4.65
Total . ... 45.49) 36.91| 54.18| 89.02] 41.69] 3.91

In an oration at Williams College, Hon. Edward Everett used the
following language : — ‘I would rather occupy the bleakest nook of
the mountain that towers above us, with the wild wolf and the rattle-
make for my neighbors, with a village school well kept at the bottom
of the hill, than dwell in a paradise of fertility, if I must bring up my
children in lazy, pampered, self-sufficient ignorance.”
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MATHEMATICAL DEPARTMENT.

JOBEPH RAY, CINCINNATI, EDITOR.

S8OLUTIONS TO THE PROBLEMS PROPOSED IN THE DECEMBER (1854)
NUMBER OF THIS JOURNAL.

No. 4. Solution by A. SomuvLER.—}§¢ of the required sum,
equals the present worth for one year at 5 per cent. Hence 135 —
}2¢ = 145 = ¢t of the sum, equals the discount.

For like reasons, y4; and 135, respectively, of the given sum, equals
the discount at 4 and 6 per cent. Hence y; and 135, respectively,
of the given sum, equals the discount of Aalf the sum, at the rates of
4 and 6 per cent. Hence ¢y — (745 + 135) = g7irs = the part of
the sum, which, by the conditions = $1.

If yu4vy of the required sum = 1 dollar, yy}v5 of the sum = } of
a dollar; and §7§4# of the sum, or the whole sum = 57§70 dollars =
$11, 575 20. Ans.

No. 5. Solution by BowrLpEr.—Suppose each man to draw 1 ration

daily. Let x = number of days the voyage was expected to last.
Then 1752 = the number of rations.
x — 80 == number of days after the scurvy broke out.

Hence 175 (x — 30) = number of rations at that time, which must
equal the number of men who died, since there was no diminution of
rations. But 8 died the first day, and 8 the second, and so on; hence
8 = first term, 8 common difference, and (z + 21 — 80), number of

—9
forms, of an arithmetical series. Hence 175 (z— 80) = (L)
ferm , . 5

88— 51z 4216
(8482 —27) = ——————; or 34— 5lo = 7184, or 2%

172 = 2878, or z = 58.
58 21 = 79, the days the voyage lasted.
(79— 80)3 = 147, the number of men who died.
175 — 147 = 28, the number of men who survived.

AoxNowepeMENT.—Both the questions were solved by Bowlder, T.
Jamison, Delta, Gamma, A. Schuyler, Martin Steedele, and I. P.
Allen. Question 4th was solved by James Goldrick, P. A. Garriotte,
and Lewis E. Holtz. 'We are glad to notice the increasing interest in
this department of the Journal. There are now on hand a number of
interesting problems, which will appear in due time.
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QUESTIONS FPOR BOLUTION.

No. 9. By Bowrper.—From a given poigt without a given circle,
to draw a secant line, making the part intercepted in the circle equal to
a given line.

No. 10. By Gamma.—The product of two numbers is unity ; and
the square root of the first minus the second, plus the square root of
wity minus the second, is equal to the first. Required the numbers.

No. 11. By M. C. Srevens.—Given 24 - 1922 == 400, to find z
without a resort to the rules for the solutmn of equations of a higher
degree than the second.

THE ORIGIN OF THE BIGN OF EQUALITY (=).

It would be exceedingly interesting if we could now trace each of
the algebraic signs to its origin, and learn when it was first used, and
why it was made in the particular form in which it now appears.

It is probable that we shall ever remain in ignorance in regard to
some of these matters ; but in my recent reading, I met with an account
of the origin of the sign ==, which is as follows. The sign of equality
wss introduced into Algebra by the first English author on the subject,
Robert Recorde, in his * Whetstone of Witte,”” (a treatise on Algebra,)
1557. He gives his reason, in his own quaint manner, in the following
words :

“ And to avoide the tediouse repetition of these words : ts equalle to :
Iwill sette as I doe often in worke use, a paire of parallels, or Gemowe
Ings of one lengthe, thus: ——, because noe 2 thynges can be more
equalle.”’ ’

For a long period afterwards, the French and German mathematicians
tmployed the symbol ¢ , which was, doubtless, a rapid formation of
the dipthong e, the initial of the phrase equale est.

If any of our correspondents can furnish us with an account of the
uigin of any of the other signs, we shall be pleased to publish their
®mmunications.

Correspondents furnishing problems, will please, at the same time,
farnish solutions, when they can do so.

All communications for this Department should be addressed, ‘ Dr.
Joseph Ray, Cincinnati;”’ and to be in time, should be mailed on the
first of the month preceding that on which they are expected to appear.
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MISCELLANEOQUS.

Yublic School Bouse, Buyton,

This cut presents a
pretty correct view of the
School House erected in
the sixth ward (eastern
part) of the city of Day-
ton. The lot is 100 by
130 feet ; and the house,
built at an expense of
some $7,000, is a proof
of the willingness of the
City Council to do their
part toward providing for

the educational wants of that growing city.

The main building is 70 by 50 ft., and the projection in front 30 by
15 ft. It is located on a small lot, 100 by 130 ft. A basement, 8 ft.
in height, extends under the whole building. The first story is equally
divided by a hall, passing through it laterally, and is entered by a door
in the rear, front, and one on that side of the front projection not seen
in the above view. There are two rooms on each side of the hall, of
equal size, about 24 by 82 ft. The rooms are severally occupied by a
German Primary Department, and the departments known in the Day-
ton schools as Junior Female, Junior Male, and Primary Departments.

The second story is entered by two stairways, starting from doors on
each side of the front projection. This story is divided into three rooms.
The main room, in which the pupils of the Senior Male and Female
Departments are seated, is 52 by 48 ft., and contains seats and desks
for 160 pupils.- Adjoining it are two recitation rooms—one 16 by 35,
and the other 16 by 13. )

The house is warmed by two of A. Lotz’s hot-air furnaces, which are
located in the cellar. It has no provision for ventilation, except by the
aid of the windows. The seats and desks throughout are made of var-
nished oak, and supported by iron frames. Each room is abundantly
supplied with wooden black-boards, a teacher’s desk, and chairs. Two
sets of Pelton’s outline maps, a map of Ohio, terrestrial globe, ortho-
graphic cards and phonetic charts, constitute about all the apparatus.

One fact which throws light on the character of the school is this:
all the teachers are subscribers to the Ohio Journal of Education. How

many Union Schools can say as much ? A.C. T
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FINANCIAL DEPARTMENT.

REPORT OF THE FINANCIAL COMMITTEE, FOR THE YEAR 1853.

The following sums, received from the sources indicated, were paid
% Mr. L. Andrews, as Agent of the Association for 1853 :

Knox Co. Teachers’ Institute... $50 00
Delaware Co. cccee@0ceccccscecs 30 00
8tark Co. cocecceecdOecccccccee
Clinton CO. seeeccedOececescece
Pickaway CO. eeeesd0seccccscee
Carroll Co.ceeveecedOececcccscs .
Madison CO. eecesedOeesecececs
Warren Co. < coeseedOeecscacecs

8
8

hocton Co.eeeeed0eecees

Board of Education, Hillsbor
Citizens of Salem «eeecoeeceacse
Qolumbus, Teachers of Public
8chools, per A. D. Lord.....
Zanesville do, G. W. Batchelder,
Sandusky do. M. F. Cowdery...
Tifin do, C. C. Nestlerode ..« «e«
Chillicothe do, L. E. W. Warner,
illon dOcececccccsscececces
Cleveland do eeeceeeseccsesensss
L M. Morrison, Preble Co.cee0 e
Wm. N. Edwards, Troyeceesece
James Campbell, Dayton «.....
A.C. Deuel, Urbana «cceeceeces
H. 8. Martin, Newarkeceeceeees
C.Nason, Cincinnaticeeeescecss
8.N. Sanford, Granville.cceeeee
Joh'l: F. Stoddard, Pa.ccccescece
Wm. Travis, New Castle, Pa....
rles Rogers, Dayton.ceeeess
8. M. Barber, Ashland.cceesceee
8.F. Cooper, Akron....ceeeceee
8.8. Cotton, Sandusky «ccecees

£28888888888888

nnoaS555555E0 3008848 nBruoEsonnBERER
8838838888838383388888

o
g

James Elliott, Cincinnati. coecee $
John Hancock, Cincinnati cceee
John Ogden, Delaware..cceeees
Edward Olney, Perrysburg.se..
C. 8. Royce, Plymouth cececeece
L. E. W. Warner, Chillicothe...
M. G. Williams, Urbana.eeeeees
J. C. Zachos, Dayton..eeccssees
Prof. I. W. Andrews, Marietta..
A. C. Fenner, Dayton cccecoceee
Rev. 8. Findlay, Jr., Antrim
W. P. Clark, Norwalkecee.o
T. C. Hearne, Chillicothe...

Cash cecenccoesssncersccnse

Thomas Hill, Springfield.
. B.Pageccceccecccescns
J. H. Speakman, Canton.
Harriet N. Wilson ceeeee. .
Contributed by Teachers, in
small sums, at the annual
meeting .oecesccocscoccceccee 44 72
Journal of Education, Vol. L... 4575
DoOcescesssccscscecsVol. IL.o 222 48
DOeecesecsesceress s Vol. IIL. 203 70
Fees of new Memberseecescesss 108 00

W. B. Smith & Co., Cincinnati.. 70 00

Jenks, Hickling & Swan, Boston, 25 00
Thomas, Cowperthwaite & Co.,

Philadelphi@.ececccsaoasscese 25 00

Cornish, Lamport & Co., N.York, 20 00

Dr. C. Cutler, Warren, Mass..... 20 00

15 00

10 00

5 00

Tt et bt et et et RO RO N NO O CIACAA AN AN
8383832833383833833888

A. W. Price, Cleveland.cescesee
J. H. Rolfe, Cincinnatieessscess
Ira Patchin, New Yorkesseoooeo

1500 00

From the foregoing, it appears that the funds for the support of the
Agent for 18538, were received from the following sources :

From the Journal of Education.$471 93
Contributions of Teachers...... 401 72
m 15 Teachers’ Institutes... 300 00

From Publishers and Agents...$190 00
Fees of new Members.... 108 00
Board of Ed. and Citizens, 28 35

It is believed that all the money paid to the Agent and to the
Financial Committee, for the benefit of the Association, for the year
1853, is included in the foregoing statements. Should any one dis-
cover an omission of a credit due to himself, he will confer a favor by

giving notice to the undersigned.

M. F. CowpEry,

Ch’n Financial Committee, Sandusky City.
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PARTIAL REPORT OF THE FINANCIAL COMMITTEE FOR 18564.

The following sums, from the sources indicated, have been received
for the support of the Agent during the past year:

Montgomery Co. Teachers’ Inst..$50 00
Preble CoveecccescecncessdOeecess
Clinton Co. ecesscessecedOececes 40 00
Columbiana Co.eeecvecedOoecsse
Allen Co. cevocesccsssoedOrceces
Clermont Co. secocesecedOecscse
Highland Co.eceecssoessdOseccce
Richland Co.c sseevesceedOeccecs
Belmont Co. cocecscosecd0eccoes
Pickaway Co. seevscssecdOeecsece 25
Beneca Co. cecevesocccsedOoceces 25
Portage Co. seevcecocessdOeseces 21
ancock Co. ceccecceceedOeecccse 21
Warren CO. cosesscecocsdOececes 20
Greene Co.secocereceeecd0ieecss 15
Madison Co.cecosresececdOeecees 15 00
Fayette Co.cococvecccccedOeccees 4 00
Lorin Andrews, Gambier.eceeccees 20 00
‘G. W. Batchelder, Zanesville.... 20 00
M. F. Cowdery, Sandusky...cee. 20 00
Andrew Freese, Cleveland .c.... 20
John Lynch, Circleville.ceessses 20 00
D.P. Mayhew, Columbus ceceese 20 00
A. W. Price, Cleveland.ccccecees 20 00
A. J. Rickoff, Cincinnati cceceees 15 00
B. M. Barber, Ashland ceeeeecese 10 00

g‘é%%%&
8

88858388888

8

00| W. P. Clark, Meding.eeees eeeeee

8. N. Sanford, Granvillecsescoeo$1

S. 8. Cotton, Sandusky.ceecccces
James Elliott, Cincinnaticsccecees
8. M. Heslet, Portsmouth..ccees.
H. D. Lathrop, Gambiercceeecee.
Jesse Markham, Plymouth.cceee
James Marvin, Warreneceeccceos
R. M. Merrill, "Mansfield-eeseases
Wm. Mitchell, Fredericktowna...
I. 8. Morris, Eatoneccceccccocene
C. Nason, Cincinnati....
John Ogden, Delaware....
D. C. Pearson, Columbus.sceeeee
E. B. Peirce, Martin’s Ferry.....
J. H. Rolfe, Cincinnaticccececces
A. Samson, Columbus «ceceoceee
J. W. Sutherland, Columbus «s..
Citizens of Franklin,” Warren co.
G. C. Woollard, Sandusky.cceeee
J. J. Saddler, ROOLSIOWT- evesoaas
John White, Martin’s Ferry cces.
E. Story, Bowersville.ccecescecss

Rec'd from Teachers’ Inst..$466 10
Received from Teachers.. 278 00

HONUWAANANANANAANAANANAND
S22 SSISIISSISIII:S

Wm. N. Edwards, Troy.eecceee. 10 00! Total received to January 27th..749 50

Jusioees to Questions on the School Fabo,

BY THE COMMISSIONER OF COMMON SOHOOLS.

QuEesTION 80.—~In sub-district No. —, in —— township, no annual meeting
for the election of & local director, was held on the second Monday of April last,
and the township clerk filled the vacancy by appointment. Was the appoint-
ment legal ? ’

Axswer.—It was not; for it is provided in.sec. 2, of the school law, .that
“each local director shall continue in office until his successor is elected and
qualified.”

Although the term of office of a local director may regularly expire on the
second Monday of April, and no election be held, yet no such vacancy is thereby
created as is provided for in sec. 3, of the school law. The vacancies referred to
in that section, are those occasioned by the de’h, refusal to serve, removal oug
of the sub-district, resignation, or incapacity of such officer.

Whenever the time for holding the annual meeting in a sub-district, for the
election of a local director, shall pass without such election being held, it is
declared, in sec. 4, to be *“lawful for any three qualified voters of such sub-dis-
trict, to call a special meeting of the voters of such sub-district, for the purpose
of electing such directors, on first giving five days’ notice, in writing, of the time
and place of holding such meeting,” ete.

It is evident from the provisions contained in the second, third and fourth
sections of the school law, that it was not the design of the Legislature to deprive
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Jthe electors in a sub-district of the privilege of electing at least one local director
annually.

QuEsTION 81.~In case a local director refuses to continue in office until his
uccessor is elected and qualified, and the vacancy occasioned by such refusal is
filled by appointment, for what length of time is the local director thus appointed

entitled to hold his office ?

AxswER.—For the same length of time which his predecessor might have
continned in office, viz.: until a special meeting shall be called, and a local
director duly elected and qualified, as provided for in sec. 4.

QuesTION 82—Mr.J—, a teacher in the common schools of the town of
Y¥—, has been prosecuted for inflicting corporal punishment on one of his
scholars, who had repeatedly transgressed the rules of his school. It is not pre-
tended that the punishment was disproportionate to the offense, or that the
cholar received any personal injury ; for the teacher struck him only three blows
vith an ordinary rod.

What is the law in regard to the right of a teacher to inflict corporal punish-
Ment on his scholars? Are there any cases or decisions which settle this
Question ?

ArswEr.—The question as to the right of a teacher to inflict corporal punish-
ment upon scholars, has never come before the Supreme Court of this State.
Teachers have been prosecuted in this as well as in other States for inflicting

such punishment, and the question as to their legal right to do 8o, has beejl
frequently raised ; but the decisions have, very generally, been in favor of such
right. The teacher being in loco parentis, and responsible for the government
and proper discipline of his school, is clothed with the same power to punish
scholars for refractory conduct, which is allowed by law to a parent in the gov-
ernment of his children. The decisions of all the cases of this kind, within the
knowledge of the undersigned, have generally turned on the point, whether the
punishment was reasonable or not.

In a case which came before John C. Spencer, one of the ablest jurists of the
State of New York, while he was superintendent ex officio of common schools,he .
decided that “ the authority of the teacher to punish his scholars, extends to acts
done in the school room, or on the play-ground. The teacher of a school has,

‘necessarily, the government of it, and he may prescribe the rules and principles

on which such government will be condacted. The trustees should not interfere
with the discipline of the school, except on complaint of misconduct on the paxt
of the teacher; and they should then invariably sustain such teacher, unless his
conduct has been grossly wrong.”

A similar decision was made by John A. Dix, a distinguished statesman and
jurist, while he was superintendent of common schools. He said: * The teacher
is responsible for maintaining good order, and he must be the judge of the degree
and nature of the punishment required, where his authority is set at defiance.

At the same time, he is liable to the party injured for any abuse of a prerogative
which is wholly derived from custom.”

In Kent’s Commentaries, seventh edition, vol. ii, page 212, note, the following
decision may be found: “ A schoolmaster, who stands in loco parentis, may, in
l;:vper cases, inflict moderate and reasonable chastisement.” The State v. Pren-

TErass.

The subjoined cases are somewhat analogous. “The master of a vessel may
inflict moderate correction on his seamen for sufficient cause ; yet if he exceeds
the bounds of moderation, and is guilty of unnecessary severity, he will be liahle
for s respass.” 14 Johus. Rep. 119. “A master may justify the chestisoment
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of his apprentice, servant or scholar, if it is done with a proper instrument and
in a proper manner.” 3 Salkeld, 47.

In Wharton’s American Criminal Law, page 464, the following principle is laid
down: “It is admissible for the defendant to show that the alleged battery was
merely the correcting of a child by its parent, the correcting of a servant or
scholar by his master, or the punishment of the criminal by a proper officer ; but
if the parent or master chastising the child exceed the bound of moderation, and
inflict cruel and merciless punishment, he is a trespasser and liable to be pun-
ished by indictment. The law confides to schoolmasters and teachers a discre-
tionary power in the infliction of punishment upon pupils, and will not hold them
responsible criminally, unless the punishment be such as to occasion permanent
injury to the child, or be inflicted merely to gratify their own evil passions.”

From the foregoing opinions and decisions, the principle would seem to be
pretty well settled, that the power allowed by law to the parent over the person._
of his child, is, by the act of sending the child to school, delegated, for the times
being, to the teacher; and that the same circumstances which would justify a.
parent in resorting to corporal punishment, in order to subdue a disobediengs
child, will also justify a teacher in the use of the same means to control a refrac—
tory scholar.

There has been, it is true, much diversity of opinion among eminent education-
ists and others, as to the necessity, expediency, or even utility of corporal pun-
ishment as a means of school government; but the right of the teacher thus to
punish his scholars, for stubborn and continued resistance to his authority, has
not been judicially denied. H. H. BARNEY,

Commissioner of Common Schools.

Eitors’  Portfnlin.

The late Anniversary of our State Association was all that was expected : the
attendance was large, and the interest in all the exercises well sustained. The
full report of the Secretary gives a very correct idea of the proceedings, but no
written or oral description can enable those who did not attend, to appreciate the
interest of the session. The excellent arrangements made by the local commit-
tee, for the accommodation of those who attended, gave satisfaction to all; and
the interest manifested by the citizens was highly gratifying. Indeed, had such
proof been needed, their attendance in such numbers furnished conclusive evi-
dence that the cause of education is strongly intrenched in the hearts of the
people of Cincinnati.

The Festival on Thursday evening furnished an excellent opportunity for social
intercourse: some eight hundred or more assembled in Greenwood Hall, and
spent several hours in renewing former acquaintances, or making new ones. The
Entertainment, furnished by the Teachers of the city, was one of the finest and
most imposing ever provided on such an occasion. Till eleven (the hourat
which we left), every thing passed most agreeably and appropriately; and the
impression left upon our mind is one of unmingled pleasure.

Teachers from a large number of counties in Indiana, and representatives from
nearly all its Colleges and prominent institutions of learning assembled at Indi-
anopolis, on the 25th of Dec. last, for the purpose of forming a State Teachers’

Association. The meeting was large, and the session deeply interesting: the
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spirit manifested was such as to make us feel entirely at home. If those who
were in attendance are specimens of the Teachers of the State, we feel that Ia.

‘has reason to be proud of the Teachers to whom is entrusted the training of
her children.

During the session of the State Association, a meeting of Teachers from Mont-
gomery, Warren and Preble counties was held, for the purpose of considering
the propriety of holding a joint Normal School or Institute for the south-western
counties of the State, during the summer vacation of 1855. Mr. C. Rogers, of Day-
ton, presided, and W. T. Hawthorn acted as Secretary. After a free interchange
of opinions, Messrs. G. Jaqua, of Eaton, S.J. Henderson, of Dayton, and W. T.
Hawthorn, of Franklin, were appointed a committee to correspond with Teach-
ers in Butler, Preble, Montgomery, Greene, Miami and Warren counties, in re-
gard to such a school. We think this an excellent plan, and see no reason why
the counties named, and several others in that section, could not unite and hold
Asession for three or four weeks, with great profit.

At a meeting of Teachers in Salem, Columbiana co., on the 25th of Dec. last, a8
8ociety was formed whose name is “The Teachers’ Exchange.” Its object is to
encourage the collection of materials for Cabinets of Natural and Artificial Sub-
stances, and to facilitate the exchange of all such materials. “Any person may
become & member by pledging himself to reply to all communications, addressed

to bim by members, requiring such reply.” Prof. J. BRAINARD, of Cleveland,

was elected President, A. HOLBROOK, of Salem, Actuary, and A. H. BATTIN, of
8alem, Secretary.

Reports of the annual meeting of the Pa. State Teachers’ Association, of the
session of the American Association for the advancement of Education, in Wash-
ington, and of the Iowa State Teachers’ Association, have been received, but
notices of them must be postponed till our next number.

Correspondence.

Dr. Lorp: —In company with Mr. Hawthorne, I have just returned from a
meeting of the Montgomery Co. Teachers’ Association. Among other business
it was resolved to instruct the finance committee to assess its members one per
cent. on the gross amount of their salaries for the support of the Agent of the
8tate Teachers’ Association.

This resolution was offered by Mr. C. Rogers, who in alluding to his reasons
for offering it said ; that, Montgomery county would by some means continue to
do her share towards sustaining the Agent. But all are alike benefited by his
labors. Thig benefit is too marked not to be seen. The action of the State Asso-
ciation has awakened an interest which is felt in every part of our county. In

city and country, teachers’ salaries have increased, and continue to increase, not-
withstanding the embarrassment that is felt by every other branch of industry.
He cited cases illustrating this increase ; and among others, he stated that where
he once taught, after some years of experience, at the rate of forty dollars for
thirteen weeks, now they are paying a young man, from his school, without ex-
Perience, ninety-one dollars for the same time.

If teachers had not received the benefits of this increased demand for good
teachers, it was their own fault: they had stood still while others were moving on-
ward. Again, the visits and labors of the Agent make School Examiners more
faithful; and hence the advantage that the qualified teacher has over the un-
qualified. When the Agent first came there to hold an Institute, three years ago,
but thirty.five members were in attendance; two years ago there were one hum-
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dred; and last year there were eighty-five in the Normal class, and seventy in
the Institute.

The resolution was unanimously adopted and all present made the pledge of”
one per cent.

FRANKLIN, January, 1855. CHAS, 8. ROYCE.

Dr. Lorp: I thank you for the kind information you so kindly and promptly
furnished me in regard to the expenses of the publication of the Journal, etc—
In view of all the difficulties, Dr. GRiM8HAW has undertaken the publication of”
the DELAWARE SCHOOL JOURNAL. He is an enthusiast in the cause, and hism
acknowledged ability will command the respect of all the true men in our little=
State. The justice of the cause advocated is now beginning to be felt by all ,
while no one can deny the necessity of action; and I think we may predict s=
triumphant success for the enterprise. Ohio now takes the lead in the great worlis
of reform. Will not her noble Teachers afford our Journal a little encouragement 3
1 know they will help us; for we need it, and they are abdle. VERITAS.

Notices of Colleges, Schools, ete.

Marietta College.—ISRAEL WARD ANDREWS, late Prof. of Mathematics, has’
been elected President in place of Dr. SMITH, whose resignation we announced
in December. This is an appointment most fit to be made, and we honor the
Board of Trustees who are disposed to appreciate real merit, and reward long
and faithful services. For sixteen years Prof. Andrews has labored in the
College, and for fifteen has held the Professorship which he is now to vacate.
Instead of calling from some other State, and from a different employment, some
stranger, the Trustees have promoted a man known as widely as the College
itself, and as favorably as widely known. We believe that no college officer in
the State has manifested a deeper interest, or labored more efficiently for the
improvement of Public Schools, than Prof. Andrews.

PusLic ScrooLS.—St. Louis.—First Annual Report of the General Superin-
tendent of the Public Schools of St. Louis, for the year ending July 1st, 1854.
Mr. John H. Tice, the Superintendent, has our thanks for this report, an elabo-
rate document of 120 pages. Beside the report for the year, it contains a history
of the Public Schools from their organization in 1833. The schools are 28
in number: 13 Primary, 14 Grammar, and 1 High School: seventy-five
Teachers are employed, beside a Teacher of Music; and there are accommoda-
tions for 4,193 pupils. The average attendance is 3,791. The cost of tuition for
each scholar in daily attendance is $9.75. The compensation of Teachers varies
from $300 to $1,300 : the salary of the lowest assistant is $300 ; the lowest salary
of a Principal of a male Grammar School is $750, the highest, $1,100; the Prin-
cipal of the High School receives $1,300, and the Superintendent $1.500.

Cleveland.—The report for the year 1853~4, containing some 48 pages, is replete
with valuable information. Fifty-seven Teachers are employed, 3,955 pupils
were enrolled, and 2,997 attended daily, making an average of 554 to each
Teacher. The cost of tuition is $6.21 for each pupil instructed, and $7.97 for
each one in daily attendance. The salaries of female teachers vary from $250to
$300, according to qualifications; and those of males from $600 to $800: the
Superintendent receives $1,000.

Martinsville, Belmont Co.—The schools of this place were organized in the
Spring of 1854. The Regulations have been published in pamphlet form: the
school consists of five departments—Primary, Secondary, Intermediate, Gram-

mar and High School. Mr. E. B. Peirce is Superintendent, and Principal of the
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High School, and Mr. John White Principal of the Grammar School : a precep-
tress is also employed in the High School, and a female in each of the three
lower grades. The teachers are hired for seven hours per day, and one hour
each day is to be spent in professional improvement, under the direction of the
Buperintendent.

' @ditors” Enble,

Rights and Duties; or Practical Moral Lessons for Schools and Families. By
¥.F. Cowdery, A. M., Superintendent of the Public Schools of Sandusky City.
The first part of this work, making a pamphlet of 48 pages, has been issued and
% be had, by addressing the Author, for 20 cents per copy, or one dollar for six
topies. The character of the work is already known, to some extent, to our rea-
fers, from the specimen chapters which have appeared in the Journal. It con-
sists of a series of Questions involving some of the most important moral princi-
ples and distinctions arising in the details of every-day life. Without any array
of definitions, or formal statement of principles, it appeals directly to the con-
acience for the decision of every question. In the hands of a Teacher interested in

the subject and desirous to develop the moral powers of his pupils, it will be a
most valuable work.

The First Annual Report of the Wisconsin Teachers’ Association, with the
Constitution, and Proceedings, and the Addresses delivered at the annual meet-
ing, held in Madison, on the 9th and 10th of August, 1854.—A neat Pamphlet of
32 pages, under the foregoing title, gives evidence that the Teachers of Wisconsin
are awake and active. We shall hope to make selections from the Addresses
hereafter. Mr. J. G. MCMYNK, of Racine, is President, and D. Y. KiLGORE, of
Madison, Secretary. We wish our brethren in that young but enterprising State,
abundant success in their efforts for professional improvement and the advance-
ment of the cause of education.

Pertop1CALS. — The Medical Counselor; or Weekly Gazette of the Medical
Sciences. — This is the title of a very neatly printed octavo of 16 pages, edited
and published by Dr. R. HiLLs, late of Delaware, at $2.00 per year, or $1.00 for
stx months.. The appearance of this Magazine is highly creditable to the Editor :
we can not but think that he has made a fortunate move, in commencing its
publication. Communications and remittances should be addressed, Dr. R.
Hills, Columbus, O.

The Type of the Times is now published weekly on a large sheet, at $2.00 per
year. Though devoted primarily to the advancement of Phonetic reform, it is
intended to supply the place of a Family Newspaper. Address, Longly & Bro-
thers, Cincinnati.

American Phonetic Journal, edited and published by R. P. Prosser, A. B., Cin-
cinnati. at $2.00 per year.—The first number of this Journal, a fine octavo of 48
PP-, has been issued : it is devoted to the cause whose name it bears. The report
of the State Phonetic Association shows that this cause is advancing rapidly in
Ohio and the west.
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Jtems,

Mr. GEORGE SHERWOOD, 8 graduate of the Conn. State Normal School, hase
been appointed Agent of the State Teachers’ Association, and entered on his du—
ties: he resides at New Britain, Conn.

Rev. S. NEWBURY, of Dubuque, has been employed as the Agent of the Iowem.
Teachers’ Association during the past year.

Mr. L. T. CoveLL has been compelled, by the state of his health, to resign hi_zss
place as Superintendent of the Public Schools of Zanesville.

Mr. WM. McLaIN, late of Salem, has taken the supervision of the Schools o=
Wellsville, Columbiana co.

During the last two months, our exchanges have contained notices of tbmm <«
examinations of Public Schools in nearly all the towns in the State ; these in® 3
cate, in all, a healthy progress, and an improvement in the character and eficienc=2
of the schools ; and, as a natural consequence, the schools are constantly rising &
the esteem, and commanding more and more entirely the confidence, of tim«s
people.

An Appeal to the Young.—A young man has lately been convicted in Vfrgin:h
of robbing the mail, and has been sentenced to the penitentiary. There is an
affecting and melancholy incident connected with this young man’s criminal
history, which goes to exhibit the strength of parental affection. When ths
father heard that his son had been arrested on the charge of robbing the mail,
he exclaimed : “ Have my gray hairs come to this ?”’ and thenfell. He was taken
to his bed, and died in a few days of a broken heart. If the young would not
bring the gray hairs of their parents to the grave in sorrow, let them avoid the
first enticements to sin. Once on the downward path, they know not where they
will stop.

A Noble Boy.—A boy was once tempted by some of his companions to pluck
ripe cherries from a tree which his father had forbidden him to touch.

“You need not be afraid,” said one of his companions: “for if your father
should find out that you had them, he is so kind that he would not hurt you.”

“ That is the very reason,” replied the boy, *“why I should not touch them.
It is true, my father would not hurt me; yet my disobedience would hurt my
father, and that would be worse than any thing else.”

Exchange of Specimens.—Teachers and others who have specimens of Indian
relics, such as stone axes, pottery, etc., that they would like to exchange for min-
erals,—especially strontian, gypsum, or limestone fossils, are informed that a
proposition of this kind, made to M. F. Cowdery, Sandusky, O., will meet with
prompt attention.

A competent Teacher, of several years’ experience, wishes to secure a situa-
tion in some good Academy or Union School. Inquiries may be addressed to A.
D. Lorp, Columbus.

FOURTH VOLUME OF THE OHIO JOURNAL OF EDUCATION.

The next volume will be published as heretofore, with such improvements as
the experience of three years has suggested. Among these, it is the intention to
insert in each number an Engraving representing some one of the fine School
Edifices, either Public or Private, in the State.

Terms, $1 per copy. The first, second and third volumes, neatly bound, can be
:\had for $1.25 each. If ordered by mail, 25 cents in stamps must be included for

e prepayment of each volume. All orders should be addre .

Gt B ssed, A. D. Lorp,
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Beport of the Gxecutive Commities

OF THE
OHIO STATE TEACHERS’ ASSOCIATION: FOR THE YEAR 1854.

N presenting their seventh annual Report, the Committee congratulate

the Association upon the harmony which has so uniformly prevailed
inits councils, and the success which has attended its efforts for the pro-
motion of Education in our State.

During the year 1847, in which our society was formed, the whole

sum appropriated by the State for the education of 754,193 children
and youth of school age, was $288,660.55, or a little more than 38
cents per scholar. How many were benefited by the schools of that
year is not known, as the number of scholars enrolled was reported
from only 10 counties, and the average attendance, from only 46 of the
83 counties : judging from those reported, about 500,000 were enrolled,
and the average attendance was about 140,000. During the past year
the number of children enumerated was 811,957, the whole sum ap-
propriated by the State was $1,233,276.26 or $1.51 for each youth
between five and twenty-one years: the number enrolled in the schools
was 612,185, and the average daily attendance 867,594. So that the
State paid $2.01 for each child instructed, and $3.35 for each one in
actual daily attendance.

At the commencement of 1847, there was not a single well organized
Public High School in the State; now there are more than 40 in which
a thorough academic education is given, beside nearly an equal number
in which instruction is given in some of the higher branches. Then rio
city or town in the State, except Cincinnati, had a system of regularly
classified Public Schools: now about 100 towns are enjoying the bene-
fits of such schools. But the interest felt in the cause of education and
the appreciation of its benefits may perhaps be judged more correctly
by the salaries paid to Teachers, than by any other standard. At that
time, the highest salary paid to any Teacher of Common Schools was

Vor IV, No. 3, 5



66 OHIO JOURNAL OF EDUCATION.

$600, and it is believed that no Teacher out of Cincinnati received :
salary of more than $540. During the past year, at least four Super
intendents and Principals have received a salary of $1,500; some fiv
or six have been paid $1,200; some twenty have received $1,000 o
more; and a large number have been paid $600 or more. A
similar increase of the compensation of females, and of Teachers o
every grade has been made, though it is not possible to determine th
average salaries paid to Teachers of district schools in 1847, for th
want of the statistics.

This increase of compensation to Teachers, and the change of publi
sentiment which has caused people in a large number of districts to pa;
$100, or more, per quarter for the services of a Teacher, (when seve
years since they were less willing to pay $45 or $50 for the sam
length of time,) may be attributed mainly to the efforts of our Associatic
for the professional improvement of Teachers ; since even to the presem
time, the State has done next to nothing to encourage this work. Pr
vious to 1847 only 11 Teachers’ Institutes had been atterided, in whia
1,270 Teachers had been instructed: during that year some 13 we=
held, which were attended by some 1,200 Teachers. Since that tic
an average of more than 3,000 have been instructed in these schoc
each year. The expense of attending these sessions of one week is mm
less than an average of $5.00 to each Teacher : multiplying this by t
pumber who have attended them, we have $15.000 as the lowest esti=
ate of the sum which has yearly been expended in this manner, i
Teachers, for their professional improvement.

JOURNAL OF EDUCATION.
The financial condition of the Journal stands thus:

Received during the year, for volume I, $60.90,
for vol. II, $108.85, vol. III, $1,730.25..$1,900 00
Received for advertising. .......oe000ues.. 808 50
—— $2,708 &
Paid for printing and binding.............. 2,477 20
¢ for postage and express charges........ 31 30
' $2,508 5

Leaving in hand a balance of. ... ....0... .. $200 0

The resources of the Journal may be estimated as follows :
Bound copies and sets of vol. I........covvvineene... 8250 O
66 ¢ o« ¢ n............a-........ 1.4000
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Bound copies and sets of vol. TII.......c.00vueeune... 1,850 00
Due from subsecribers to vol. III.........0covvveeven.. 200 00

$3,200 00

Three thousand copies of the first volume, and 4,500 copies of the
seond and third were printed.

The finances of the Journal at the end of the first volume were
reported as follows :
Rec'd from subseribers $1,176.70, for advertis’g $761.00. .$1,937 70
Puid for editing, printing, binding, etc.....cveuveen..... 1,889 85

Leaving in hand a balance of..... vereerieeaes.  $47 86

Report at the close of volume 1T .
Paid for editing, printing, binding, ete...... Ceeteteeens $2,864 20
Re’d on subscription $1,765, for advertising $1,083..... 2,848 00

. Leaving a balance unpaid of.................. $16 20

In adopting the plan of printing so large an edition of the Journal,
the Committee have been influenced by the following considerations :
during every year quite a number of persons, not previously so regard-
ed, take rank as Professional Teachers, many of whom wish to obtain
complete sets of the Journal ; beside, many Boards of Education desire
to include it in their School Libraries. So that, it is confidently be-
lieved that there will continue to be a demand for the back volumes;
ngd, as the price of printing them after the type is set is comparatively
trifling, it has been thought a good investment. That it is so, will appear
evident when it is observed that the actual receipts for the current vol-
Umes pay the expense of printing the whole edition, so that the surplus
topies are virtually obtained without expense.

The decrease of advertising last year is due to the fact that several
lirge Publishing Houses have given to the Michigan and Iowa Journals
of Education a portion of the patronage which ours had previously re-
ceived.

At the meeting of the Committee immediately after their appoint-
ment, (in Dec. 1853,) it was unanimously deemed advisuble to con-

tinue the Agency which the Association had sustained during the three
preceding years. In this opinion Mr. Barney, the Commissioner elect,
fally concurred, adding that it would be impossible for him to attend
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many Teachers’ Institutes in addition to the other duties devolved
mpon him.

The Committee therefore urged the Chairman to enter this field, and
he accordingly resigned his place as Superintendent of the Schools of
Columbus, and commenced his labors as the Agent of the Association
on the first of April. In the discharge of his duties he has traveled
6,500 miles in Obio, and including his visit to the Normal Schools of
the Eastern States and Upper Canada, and the meeting of the Indiana
Teachers’ Association, 8,820 miles. He has labored in 20 Teachers’
Institutes, visited some 30 counties to address citizens or advise with
Teachers and School Officers, delivered more than 60 public addresses
in more than 20 different towns and cities.

The correspondence incident to his office, as Chairman of the Com-
mittee, Editor, and Agent, is of course large, and constantly increasing ;
and as his duties require him to be absent from home so many weeks
in the year, it is impossible for him to attend to it, in all cases, as
promptly as would be desirable.

From the statements in this report it appears that our Association
has expended, since its commencement, the sum of $7,261 in the pub-
lication of the Journal of Education: in addition to this $5,500 has
been paid for the support of the Agent; making an aggregate of $12,-
761, appropriated by our instrumentality to the promotion of the cause
of Education in Ohio. To these direct contributions may be added the
sums expended by our Teachers in attending the meetings of our Asso-
ciation, which are sustained for the benefit of the cause, as well as the
improvement of the individual members: supposing that an average of
only 300 persons have attended its fourteen annual and semi-annual
meetings, we have an aggregate of 4,200 persons, whose expenses at
$10 each, (an estimate much below the probable average,) would
amount to $42,000. In addition to this it is believed that not less
than one hundred of our Teachers annually visit schools and attend
conventions in other States at an expense of more than $50 each, or
an annual expenditure of more than $5,000. Though Boards of Edu-
cation have in a few instances defrayed the expenses of their Teachers
or Superintendents in such cases, the greater portion have paid their
own bills.

It is to this liberal disposition on the part of Teachers and active
friends of Education that the rapid improvement of our schools, the
great change in public sentiment, and the revision of our whole Com-
mon School System are to be attributed. None can withhold respect

from the competent Teacher, who is earnestly and heattily devoted to
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his work. No community, favored with such a Teacher, can long re-
main uninterested in the ‘work to which they perceive that his entire
energies are faithfully and conscientionsly devoted.

The results which have followed our labors, gratifying as they seem,
are only what might reasonably have becn expected. Let them stimu-
late us to to increased fidelity and efficiency : let them encourage us to
go forward, to omit no effort which can be made to improve the Teachers
and the schools, and to advance the cause of Education in our beloved
State : let them inspire us with an abiding confidence that the people
will ultimately appreciate every act of selfsacrifice on our part, and
second every judicious plan for the improvement of the means for edu-
cating in the best possible manner the teeming thousands of youth who
are soon to control the destiny of Ohio, and exert a potent influence in
the councils of the nation.

In behalf of the Committee, A. D. LORD, Chairman.
Execurive ComMMITTEE.
G. W. BarcarLpEr, Josman Hourry, S. M. Oviarr,
ANsoN Smyra, James CameBELL, Samuel Finoray, jr.
PROFESSIONAL.

The “ Eternal Hom,”

Miss Ophelia’s *‘ eternal Now,” the great primary principle and
natural cause of all true Yankee enterprise, is the sole and only foun-
dation upon which to rear any superstructure, which shall be permanent
and complete. It may, perhaps, be an immaterial one,—a building-up
of noble thoughts and beautiful imaginings, or of profound reasonings
and laborious compilings,—all are alike framed together upon the im-
matable basis of this cfficient moving canse. In all regulations of so-
ciety, in all affairs of business, this element claims its legitimate influ-
ence, and sure failure and disorder must exist without its presence.
The truly disciplined, methodical mind, in whatever department it labors,
bases its genuine strength and effective dispatch upon the force of this
babit,—this unvarying energy which forms a plan and acts upon its
details with unerring precision and promptness. Especially is its full
virtne and power displayed in a well regulated school, whose varying
exercises and allotted employments follow each other in happy order
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the ‘‘eternal now ” being ever kept in mind as the best and most ap-
propriate time for the discharge of each duty and the accowplishment
of each defined purpose. Here indolence can find no tempting bou-
doir,—no luxurious club-room,—but must stand aghast as labor and
progress march securely forward, hand in hand.

Now is the time, and the only time, for each apportioned exercise
and the evil and the wrong of neglecting to improve every passing mo-
ment is deeply impressed by this stern and unquestioned obedience to
the claims of the present. The teacher has no opportunity for nervous-
ness or frowns. The unchangeable ¢ now ” which constitutes the dis-
cipline of his school regulates the preparation of lessons, and failures
seldom occur. All feel that so much is lost forever, if they neglect
the ever-flying present. The school in all its departments moves with-
out a clash. Each item of its comely exterior fills its designed niche and
is evidently a portion of some thoroughly tested plan. Well may we
ask, “ Whose handiwork is this?”’ The operator sits calmly: at his
lightest touch the machine moves and he smilingly notes each changing
phase as it occurs. He is not tortured by impatience,—he remains not
in sullen majesty, as a slumbering volecano,—he is not wan with exces-
sive fatigue,—he bears not the accumulated burdens of a multitude of
years upon a troubled brow ;—he is at ease, and imparts his own earnest,
unclogged spirit to those who are the subjects of his now unquestion-
able experiments.

How came he thus? To what scathing, seething process was he con-
demned to be able to concentrate so much wisdom, prudence and sys-
tem into such beautiful working-order? Can he regard his employment
an irksome, unpromising task, which he must attempt to perform or per
force, starve? Can he have built his true and great success upon an
undisciplined mind, an unenlightened conscience, or upon ill defined and
careless habits? Can a green, flourishing tree spring from the arid
desert, or tropical fruit from the barren rock ? No, indeed,—for long
years has the unyielding ‘ now”” been his watchword and detree. At
the fireside, he first learned this lesson,—it was enforced in the school-
room, and it now appeals to his judgment and heart in all cases and un-
der all circumstances. It guides him in the most trivial matters, and
enables him to accomplish with ease in a brief time, the work of many
a life-time. His ideas are clear and tangible. He comes before his
pupils with a finished thought,—an invariably correct conclusion. He
keeps pace with each moment,—he is an active, useful, honored,
practical man. He has studied his own nature,—he has investigated

he plan of his own mind,—its wants and wishes,—and is prepared to
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Watrol other minds by his knowledge. He can do it now, — no time
teed be lost.

Perchance his early youth was unfortunate or misspent, — he nobly

mtrieved his boyish errors and acquired by perseverance all those ele-
vated attributes, which exalt him so infinitely above the crushed man-
hood which often finds vent in our school-rooms in the form of the
instructor. How idle and vain to hope for an improved and advanced
eoming generation when so many who lack energy of character, force of
right principle and correotness of thought and information are permitted
to shape the tender minds of the young! How false the belief that
mere statistical knowledge is alone sufficient for the teacher, — that the
study of teaching, its theory and practice, should not have been a sub-
ject of careful investigation and steady research! The weary experi-
ence of many years must be endured before he who, unprepared, enters
this arena of action, can (if he has any moral sensibility) satisfy him-
self with his snccess and progress.

‘We have seen the vast influence and benefit of this unflinching * eter-
nal now”” in one scene of life’s unread drama, and yet it is but one.
We think of the uncertain future,—of certain dissolution,—of our great
moral delinquencies, and resposibilities, and are reminded that ** now
is the accepted time,”” and that beyond this we are not taught to believe
or hope. May we all remember in our attempt at a faithful discharge
of duty, and in our earnest search for truth, that ¢ understanding is a

well-spring of life to him that hath it! " ‘
CLEVELAND, December, 1854. L. A. T.

“/Mr. sups 80."

“0! how fearful and yet how pleasing it is to be thus quoted ! It
is ¢pleasing’ to know that we have the confidence of our pupils, and
to know that our words made an impression upon their tender minds,
for it assures us that we have the ability to exert an influence upon
them, powerful and lasting; but O! it is ‘ fearful’ to reflect that
we possess such a power over immortal minds; and more fearful still
to know, that we musr, whether we will or not, exert that power, for
the eternal weal or woe of those committed to our care.” Thus solilo-
quised a teacher, who had, by chance, just overheard ome of his best
and most advanced pupils, in an animated discussion with her mates,
sy, with triumph, ** Mr. — says so; and whatever he says I believe.”
He heard no more; but these fow words were enough to fll s mind



72 OHIO JOURNAL OF EDUCATION.

with mingled emotions, in which, even yet, pain and pleasure strive
with each other for the mastery.

¢ Can it be,” he continued, ‘‘ notwithstanding all my efforts to lead
my pupils to think for themselves, to take nothing for granted, the
proof or disproof of which is within their reach, to remember that not
all, nor a half, of what is written or spoken is true, that both teachers
and text-books are liable to be, and frequently are, in error, and hence
all that they say may and should be, respectfully submitted to the test
of thought and investigation, — can it be, that notwithstanding all this,
they place such implicit confidence in my words? Can it be, that my
position as teacher places me in such a light before my pupils, as that
my words fall like oracles upon their open, willing ears? ¢Yes,’
reason, experience and observation answer, ‘yes, verily.” But may
I not choose whtch words, of all that I have uttered, or may hereafter
utter, shall sink deep in their impressible minds, and there leave their
lasting impress? ¢ No,” respond the trio, ‘every word spoken, must
leave its impress: mor is this all; every act performed and every
thought conceived in the innermost recesses of the heart, must make
an indelible impress on thine own character, and on the plastic minds
committed to thy care. For as it is ‘out of the abundance of the heart’
that * the mouth speaketh ;’ and as no stream can rise higher than its
source, 80 no character can be more pure, or exert an influence more
elevated, than the thoughts or the heart which gives them birth.”

Fellow teacher, whoever you may be, male or female, have you ever
reflected—deeply, seriously reflected—upon the mighty power, the un-
bounded influence, which your office of teacher gives you over the
scores of plastic minds under your care, and the weight, almost crush-
ing, of responsibility which the possession of this power devolves upon
you? Have you ever realized that every word, look and action of
yours leaves traces, unmistakable and indelible, on the mind of each
pupil? See how they watch your movements, listen to your words, drink
in your sentiments, copy your expressions both of thought and of coun-
tenance ; hear them quote your opinions, as infallible proofs; observe _
that they refer all important matters in dispute to your arbitration, and
that to be able to say ‘ Mr. — says 8o,” or * Miss — says s0,” is, to
them a triumpki. Have you ever realized that if you have not, and do
not exercise this power for the greatest possible good of your pupils,
you have buried your talent in the earth, and will be held accountable
at the great day for so doing? Have you ever reflected that your im-
mense influence must be exerted, and will be, whether you will or not ;

and that if it be not for good, it most assuredly wil e for evil? A
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word, a look, a toss of the head, or a turn of the eye, may start a train
of thought, or kindle a desire, which may lead a pupil, after a long
course of crime, to end his mortal career in the felon’s cell, or on the
gallows, and to launch into the ocean of eternal despair and misery;
or it may lead one through a lifc of active benevolence and usefulness,
and a death of happiness and of triumph, to mansions of bliss in the
presence of God.

Who, in view of such considerations as these, can hear himself quo-
ted by his pupils but with mingled emotions of pleasure and pain? He

who can, is unfit for his responsible post.
GRANVILLE FEMALE SEMINARY. v 8. N. 8.

The Stmdy of Botany,

Since the schools of our State, as well as those of all adjoining States,
have very generally adopted Wood’s Class-Book of Botany, and the
“First Lessons,”’ and since thousands of scholars and teachers will
soon again be engaged in this pleasing study, I bave thought it incum-
bent on me to make a few suggestions through the medium of the
Journal in relation to the best modes of study and instruction in this

department of science.

In this Institution (Ohio Female College) we commence the study
of Botany in the month of February, in time to acquire a good knowl-
edge of its scientific terms and principles before the full opening of the
Spring. In the more Northern States, however, March is sufficiently
early. But the study of botany in the abstract is liable to become dull,
and in the absence of living illustrations, the teacher will find it neces-
sary to enliven his recitations by black-board drawings, dried specimens,
cuttings of wood, etc.

But no artificial preparations will satisfy the learner in Science. As
the indications of Spring multiply, he goes forth into the fields and
forests to watch and welcome the first open blossom of the seasén.
This, with us about Cincinnati,.is the well known ¢ Pepper and Salt,”
(Erigenia bulbosa, Nutt.) The first discovery of this little Spring-born
plant is a triumph, and the delight which our young botanists express
on that oceasion is altogether extravagant, and quite surprising to the
uninitiated.

The appearance of the first flower of Spring, then, brings ue our
first relief from the dry abstractions of science, and affords us our fivst
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exercise in botanical analysis. When assembled again in the class-room,
each pupil bearing a specimen of the plant in hand, the teacher directs
them all to examine attentively the several parts of it, and to ascertain
the nature of the root, stem, leaves, and other appendages, until they
are able to describe with promptness, in appropriate terms, when called.
A few interrogatories will show whether these things have been cor-
rectly learned. Then, in succession, they each resolve the several steps
in the analysis according to the *‘Syneptical View of the Natural
System,” (commenciug on page 131, of the Class-Book.) This pro-
cess if conducted without error, leads promptly to the Natural Order
of the plant under examination. The same process with the ¢ Con-
spectus of the Genera’’ under that Order, conducts to the genus of our
plant. -

In order to confirm the results of the analysis, we recommend to
the student the careful comparison of his specimen with the characters
given at the head of the Natural Order, before proceeding to the
analysis of the genera; and the same comparison with the generic
characters before the study of the species.

This method of analysis conducted according to specific rules, and
leading to a speedy and accurate result, affords an exciting, rational
amusement, as well as an invigorating intellectual exercisc; and may
often be exchanged in the class-room for the ordinary recitations, with
‘much advantage to the learners. For, in tracing this little plant
(ZErigenia) to its proper place in the Natural System, we do effectu-
ally learn its every important character, and put to the test nearly all
the science we have previously acquired. Thus the student learns to
‘recognize at once and forever, the fuberous root, the hollow stem, sheath-
ing petioles, the umbel, involucre, etc. of the UMBELIFERAE. So with
regard to any other plant.

In the use of our analytical tables, the student will seon learn the
necessity of keeping the right track. A single erroneous decision turns
him aside from the true course, and all his subsequent search for the
place and name of his plant, until that error be retrieved, will prove
irvain. And yet, it must be confessed, that very few botanists are
able in all cases to avoid these errors in analysis, so numerous are the
disguises which plants may naturally or accidentally wear. To fortify
the learner as far as possible against these errors, 1 had designed to
point out the sources, and to refer briefly to those plants in our Flora
most liable to be thus misunderstood in their characters. But I must
reserve these remarks for a future lesson. Arpaonso Woop.
Corrrax HiLy, Feb. 23d, 1835. :
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M. Comdery's Moral Fessons,

Mz. Eprror:— A few days since a copy of a little work in pam-
phlet form, and designed as a precursor to a larger one, entitled *‘Rights
and Duties, or Practical Moral Lessons for Schools and Families,” by
M. F. Cowdery, Superintendent of Public Schools, Sanduky, Ohio,
fell into my hauds, and I bave examined it with so deep an interest,
that I fcel a strong desire to call the attention of teachers to the same.

Tt is, T think, destined to do a good work, and should be possessed
by the teachers of Ohio not only, but by those elsewhere located ; since
it will serve to open to their view, and place in the hands of many of .
the profession, a means of adding to their present efficiency ; — to fur-
nish them with that, which, if before thought of, they may have found
difficult to bring into effective operation.

Teachers have been and perhaps still are, too much inclined to re-
gard the maintenance of order, and the assigning and hearing of reci-
tations, as covering their entire field of duty;— whereas, the respon-
sibilities of their calling require them to labor for the perfection of the
man, —to secure the full and harmonious development of all his
powers, physical, intellectual ang moral ; so that he may go forth upon
the theater of active life efficient and reliable.

This view of the subject, I am inclined to believe, is not clearly appre-
bended by a large portion of those, who at the present time, occupy
the highly responsible position of teachers of youth; and of those, who
rightly apprehend it, but few, I fear, find themselves capable of devis-
ing and carrying into effective operation, a system of measures compe-
tent to secure the result desired.

It is in this connection, that I look upon the work of Mr. Cowdery
88 destined to exert an important influence, if once placed in the hands
of those interested ; since it furnishes them with a large variety of
{uestions, involving the right and wrong of actions in almost every re-
lation of life, adapted to familiar school-room discussion, and calculated
alike to awaken and enlist the sympathies of the youth and scholar.

And, Mr. Editor, allow me to inquire, whether we are not authorized
to attribute the fact, that a large portion of the business men of the
world, in their dealings with each other, forget to do to others as they
would have others do to them, to the deficient moral training received

* inyouth both at home and in the school room ?— to a want of that train-
ing, that shall awaken and cherish into vigorous growth, a sugreme

RN
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regard for truth and justice. Let the engraftings upon the youthful
heart be sedulously watched, for in due time they will produce their
legitimate fruit.

Upon what foundation can the youth, or the man of business, or man
in any sphere of life, stand, that shall contribute so much to his real
dignity of character, to his capacity for substantial enjoyment, and to
all that can exalt and ennoble human nature, as that of truth and verity ?
— of rendering to every man that which is just and equal? And if,
as all will admit, true dignity, substantial enjoyment, and efficient use-
fulness, can be secured on no other basis, should not the parent and the
teacher combine their influence for the attainment of so desirable a
result ?

The interest the work alluded to has excited in my breast, is attri-
butable to the fact, that it seems to me to be eminently adapted to effect
untold good in this direction, if its scope and design are once fully
understood and appreciated. C. T.

SCIENTIFIC.

The Becimal - Prineiple,
APPLIED TO WEIGHTS AND MEASURES.
No. II.

In the last No. of the Journal, I showed, under the above head,
some of the incongruities and complexities of our present system, or
systems, of weights and measures; and proposed a form, or mode, of
applying to these, as well as to currency, the decimal principle. Chiefly
as an illustration of my meaning, a table was given, designed for univer-
sal application, and extending from ‘‘a thousandth” up to ‘‘hundred-
thousands,” through the intervening denominations of ‘‘hundredths,”
““tenths,”” ‘‘units,”” ‘‘tens,” *hundreds,”’ ¢ thousands,”’ and * ten-
thousands.””  The plan proposed but one unit of wetght, the pound;
one linear unit, the yard ; one of capacity, the gallon ; one of smface,
the rood ; and one of cubic measure, the foot.

To this it might be objected, and surely with some show of reason,
that it is easier, far, to use ¢ntegers than decimals, and that this plan
proposes, for all small weights and measures, the use of decimals.

In reply to this objection, it may be repeated, that the plan proposed
was not given as the best, but only as one ‘‘vastly more simple and philo-

sophical than the system, or rather want of system—the chaos of



OHIO JOURNAL OF EDUCATIOR. m

weights and measures, which now obtains.”” But other answers to the
objection, are at hand. The *‘thousandths,” *‘ hundredths,’” *“tenths,”
¢ tens,”” * hundreds,” ete., or whatever words, or abbreviations, might
be used in their stead, would soon come to have a specific meaning,
as the words ‘“dime” (meaning a tenth); ‘‘ cent ”’ (meaning a hun-
dredth); and “mill ” (a thousandth), long since have. Then it
would be perfectly explicit, and certainly easy and simple, to write a
¢“tenth” of a pound, e. g. as ‘11¢th,” instead of *11b.,”” or 1 hdth.,

“instead .01 Ib., or 1 thth., instead of .001 (as we now write 1 ct., in-

stead of .01 of a dollar), thus avoiding the use of decimals to the same
extent as we do in currency. Or, if this be not sufficient to satisfy the
objector, the names of denominations now in use, may be retained ; and

a table like the following may be substituted for all the tables of weights
and linear measure at present in use:

WEIGHTS. MEASURES.

10 grains make 1 scmile, | 10 barley corns make 1 inch,
10 scruples ¢¢ 1 drachm, 10 inches « 1 foot,
10 drachms ¢ 1 ounce, 10 feet 1 yard,
10 ounces *¢ 1 pound, 10 yards ¢ 1lrod,

10 pounds “ 1 decem, 10 rods ¢ 1furlong,
10 decems ‘¢ 1 hundred, 10 furlongs ¢ 1 mile,
10 hundreds ¢ 1 ton. 10 miles «“ 1

Be it understood, however, that no such reformation as ?47s, is advo-
cated by the writer; but it is believed that even this would be a vast
improvement on the present tables ; though open to incomparably greater
objections, than is the plan proposed.

But let us proceed to illustrate the superiority of the decimal table of
weights and measures, over the tables now in use.

The following examples are wrought by both the present and the pro-
posed methods, and they are designed to be identical, or at least equally
minute.

What is the sum of 86 bush. 2 pks. 5 qts. 1 pt., and 19 bush. 3 pks.
Tqts. 1 pt.?

Present Method. Proposed Method.
36 bush. 2 pks. 5 qts. 1 pt. 293.375 gal.
19 13 3 ‘6 7 13 1 (13 159'875 T3
56 ¢« 2 ¢« 5 ¢« ( « 453.250 ¢

In working this very simple example by the present method, about
four times as many figures have to be mgde, and much more than four
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times as much mental labor has to be expended, as in working it by the
proposed method.
Suppose now that the second be subtracted from the first :

86 bush. 2 pks. 5 qts. 1 pt. . 293.875 gal.
19 « 8 7 « 1w 159.8758?‘
16 « 2 « 6 « 0« 133.6  «

Here again we see the same advantage on the side of the decimal
method, it requiring only about one-fourth the time and labor required
by the other.

But again :

Multiply 38 Ibs. 11 oz. 10 pnts. 12 grs. 38.9604 -
by 6 6
233« 9« 3 ¢ 0 ¢ 233.7624 1bs.

Here there is a still greater difference in the number of figures, and
the amount of labor required by the two metheds.
If we divide :

6)233 lbs. 9 oz. 3 pnts. 0 grs. 6)233.7624
38 «“ 11«10 < 12 « 38.9604 1bs.

we shall find that by the proposed method more than eleven-twelfths of
the labor is saved.

If it be required to reduce the lbs. oz. pwts. etc., to the lowest de-
nomination mentioned, it is accomplished in the one case by a series of
multiplications, while, in the other, it is done by simply changing the
place of the decimal point. )

But the great saving of time and labor is not by any means to be
regarded as the only, or indeed, the chief advantage of the decimal
method. The security from errors which it affords is one of the strong-
est reasons for its adoption.

And now what is necessary in order to bring about this much to be
desired reformation, in our system of weights and measures ?

Let the Ohio State Teachers’ Association, and every similar A ssocia-
tion in our country; let every Mercantile Association, and Board of
Trade in the land ; let the American Associations for the Advancement
of Education and Science ; let all these earnestly petition Congress to
establish a national system of weights and measures based upon the
decimal principle. Congress would, without doubt, ere long, give the
petition a favorable consideration, such a National System would be
established, and when thus established, it would gradually supplant
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the present system, and come, ultimately, without the shock of a great
and sudden change, without loss or inconvenience to any one, into uni-

versal use and approbation. 8. N. B.
GRANVILLE FEMALE SEMINARY.

Doters of the Buman Hlind,

*“The mind of man, in its progress towards its higher destiny, is
tasked with the physical earth as a problem, which, within the limits of
a life, it must struggle to solve. The intellectual spirit is capable of
embracing all finite things. Man is gifted with powers for studying the
entire circle of visible creation ; and he is equal, under proper training,
to the task of examining much of the secret machinery which stirs the
whole.

“In dim outshadowing, earth’s first poets, from the loveliness of
external nature, evoked beautiful spiritualizations. To them the shady
forests teemed with aérial beings—the gushing springs rejoiced in fan-

tastic sprites—the leaping cataract gleamed with translucent shades—
the cavernous hills were the abodes of genii—and the earth girdling
owcean was guarded by mysterious forms. Such were the creations of
the far-searching mind in its early consciousness of the existence of
unseen powers. The philosopher picked out his way through the dark and
Libarynthine path, between effects and causes, and slowly approaching
towards the light, he gathered semblances of the great Reality, like a
mirage, beautiful and truthful, although still but a cloud-reflection of
the vast Unseen. _

“Itis thus that the human mind advances from the Ideal to the Real,
ud that the poet becomes the philosopher, and the philosopher rises
into the poet ; but at the same time, as we progress from fable to fact,
much of the soul sentiment which made the romantic holy, and gave a
wble tone to every aspiration, is too frequently merged in a cheerless
philosophy which clings to the earth, and reduces the mind to a mechan-
ical condition, delighting in the accumulation of facts, regardless of
the great laws by which these are regulated, and the harmony of all
Telluric combinations secured. In science, we find the elements of the
most exalted poetry; and in the mysterious workings of the physical
forces, we discover connections with the illimitable world of thought—
in which mighty minds delight to try their powers—as strangely com-
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plicated, and as marvelously ordered, as in the psychological phenomena
which have, almost exclusively, been the objects of their studies.”—
Introduction to Poetry of Science.

““We tremble when the thunder cloud bursts in fury above our heads.
The poet seizes on the terrors of the storm to add to the interest of his
verse. Fancy paints a storm-king, and the genius of romance clothes
his demons in lightnings, and they are heralded by thunders. These
wild imaginings have been the delight of mankind ; there is subject for
wonder in them; but is there anything less wonderful in the well-au-
thenticated fact, that the dewdrop which glistens on the flower, that the
tear which trembles on the eyelid, holds locked in its transparent cells
an amount of electric fire equal to that which is discharged Quringa
storm, from a thunder cloud ? ”’—Zb:d.

MATHEMATICAL DEPARTMENT.

JOSEPH RAY, CINCINNATI, EDITOR.

SOLUTIONS TO QUESTIONS PUBLISHED IN THE JANUARY NUMBER
OF THIS JOURNAL.

Questron 1 (No. 6). Solution by Gamya.—If the school average
30 pup’ls, the teacher receives $1 each; but if 40, he receives only $1
each; hence 10 : 1 :: 8 : ;%, the amount 8 would reduce the price
per pupil. Therefore the price per pupil for 38 would be 90 cents,
and his wages would be 90 cts. X 38 = $34.20.

Question 2 (No. 7). Solution by A. A. Keen.

D ConsrructroN. — With the then given distan-
ces, construct the triangle PBC; on PB, the long-
est side, describe the equilateral triangle APB;
join AC, and on it describe the equilateral trian-

‘k gle ACD, and it will be the triangle required.
A ‘ C  DemoxstratioN.—Join PD; then, since AP
' and PC are equal by construction to two of the
B given distances, it only remains to prove PD
= BC, the third distance. In the triangle DAP and CAB, we have
DA =AC, and AP = AB; also the angle DAP = CAB, since
each is equal to 60°—PAC : hence PD = BC.
CavcurarioN.—In the triangle PBC, we have all the sides given to
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fnd the angle PBC = 53° 8'; hence ABC = 60°}-53° 8'=113°.8.
Next, in the triangle ABC, we have given two sides, and the included
ugle, to find the side AC = 16.92 chains. Hence the area is easily
fond =12 A. 1 R. 23.44 P.

Question 3 (No. 8). Solution by M. C. Stevens.

Let 2 = the required distance.

Then #x2-}-25 = distance of the eye from the base;

and V22415625 = ¢« < “  the top of the station.
Hence Leg., Book iv, Prop. 17 :
80:50:: Vo2 16625: Y221 25;
or 64:25:: 22415625: x2425.
Whenece 3922 = 389025,
and 2 = 5 V399 = 99.874922 feet.

AcenowLEpeMENT.—All the questions were solved by Bowlder,
Delta, Gamma, T. Jamison, and N. P. Waring. A. A. Keen and M.
C. Stevens solved the 7th and 8th, and A. Schuyler solved the 8th.

James Goldrick gave an approximate solution to the 7th, finding for
the area 12 A. 3 R. 88.46 P.

QUESTIONS FOR BOLUTION.

No. 12. By Bowrper.—It is required to prove that the base of
any triangle is, to the sum of the other two sides, as their difference is
to double the distance between the middle point of the base, and foot
of the perpendicular let fall from the vertex upon the base.

No. 13. By W. H. Axprews.—Given 8 Vatz+iVYa—z=6,
to find the value of 2 by Quadratics.

No. 14. By Gamma.—Given 2*— 823 — 12224 842 —63 =0,
to find the value of = by Quadratics.

Correspondents furnishing questions, will please accompany them
vith their own solutions, when they can do so.

All communications for this Department should be addressed, ¢ Dr.
Joseph Ray, Cincinnati;”’ and to be in time, should be mailed on the
first of the month preceding that on which they are expected to appear.

6
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MISCELLANEOUS.

neentines f0 Ehening Study,

In an article written for the January number of the Journal, I men
tioned gome of the benefits accruing to those who make use of evening
study as a means of intellectual advancement ; and I promised to state,
in a future number, some of the incentives that teachers may use to
induce pupils to spend at least a portion of their evening hours in this
manner.

Perhaps I should say at the outset, that different scholars require
unlike treatment; and different teachers adopt various methods of deal-
ing with the same pupil: this is owing to a dissimilarity in age and
disposition, as regards both teacher and scholar. All will agree, how-
ever, unlike as may be their means, that their object is the same —the
greatest good to the greatest number of those under their jurisdiction-
Now, in order that they may progress rapidly in their studies, it is
necessary that all things of a vain and trivial nature be prevented from
predecupying and monopolizing their attention. I need not again urge
that evening is the time when this mental dissipation most naturally oc-
curs ; but I will proceed to say that—

First of all, every scholar, young or old, should have the advantages
of evening study clearly and impressively explained to him: this alone
will induce all well disposed and ambitious pupils to assent to any rea-
sonable requisition by the teacher, in this respect; so that only the
rebellious and slothful will need special rules for their government ; and
then of course, the seditious must be subdued, while the powers of the
indolent need to be energized. The desideratum here, as in all other
cases in school, is that the general sentiment be favorable to the plan
proposed by the instructor : unless he can render his system popular
with those for whose benefit it is to be applied, he had better discon-
tinue it at once. Every successful teacher is necessarily sufficiently
acquainted with human nature generally, and the dispositions of his
scholars in particular, to foreknow what will meet the approval of the
greater number of those whom he instructs.

Again: though the teacher may make such rules as he pleases, pro-
vided they are not unreasonable, for the government of his pupils in
school, he can not compel them to study evenings, unless he secures
she consent and codperation of their parents or guardians. I am aware
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that there are teachers who think a large share of determination and
menacing will enable them to govern their scholars out of school; but
it seems to me that such a course is unnecessary, and hence unwar-
rantable. At all events, such teachers gencrally fail to obtain the
good will and confidence of their pupils, without which I look upon
the vocation as excessively unpleasant and wearisome.

As to those scholars who can study evenings, if they choose, but
whose parents will not enforce the practice, I adopt the following
method : At the beginning of the term, I announce that every pupil
will be expected to study at least one hour each evening; and that
uless he do, or bring an excuse from home, I shall mark him low in
diligence. ~ At the close of each day, I take the time each studied the
evening before, which record I preserve carefully, and at the end of
the term, read the total amount of study by each scholar, with other
items that I note down concerning every pupil under my charge ; such
ssattention during the time of recitation, neatness and order, general
conduct and his credit in each study. Of course, before such an an-
nouncement, I explain fully as I can, the benefits arising to scholars
from their studying evenings. :

The result of all this is, that out of a school of sixty pupils, I have
not half a dozen that disobey the requirement. Several of those under
my care study from three to five hours every evening, and one or two
stady as much out of school as during school hours, and thus actually
get the benefit of two terms’ schooling every term. In the place of
the hooting and yelling that once made ‘‘ night hideous,” proceeding
from my pupils, any one passing through our streets is not disturbed
by such rowdyism; and should he call at the residence of their parents,
he will find them book and slate in hand, quietly surrounding the
stady-table, and there laboring to master the lessons given them during

the day. D. A. PEASE.
MaoMee CITY, January 1855.

At the late meeting of the American Association for the advance-
ment of Education, noticed on page 86th, the Executive Committee
were empowered to employ an Agent to labor for the promotion of
Education in the United States, at large ; and to establish a quarterly
Paper as the organ of the Association.

The next session is to be held in the city of New York, during the
last week in August. l
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Public School Bouse, Fancuster,

The accompanying engraving presents the front elevation ¢
school house built in the north part of Lancaster, in 1849.

The building is 80 by 56 feet : each story is divided into four ¢
and the house will accommodate about 400 scholars. The mai
trance opens into a spacious hall, in which are the stairways leadi
the second story; and in both stories are convenient ante-room:
each school-room, used for the deposit of hats, cloaks, etc. The e
the house and lot was about $6,000.

A similar building has since been erected in the south part o
town, and the schools are efficiently organized under the supervisi
Dr. John Williams, and the instruction of an able corps of Teac

FELON.
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Jnniersuries,

"The Second Annual Meeting of the Pa. State Teachers’ Association
vas attended in Lewistown during the last week in December. The
sttendance was large, and the session deeply interesting. Reports were

presented on the following subjects: ‘ The importance of the study of
the Ancient Languages as a discipline for the mind,” by Mr. O. C.
Davies, of Lancaster ; ¢ on Physiology, as a branch of Common School
Fducation,”” and ‘“on the Ventilation of School Houses,” by Mr. J.
N. Laughlin, of Mifflin; * on the Co-education of the Sexes,”” by Mr.
J. H. Brown, of Philadelphia ; ‘‘on Normal Schools,”” by Hon. Thos.
H. Burrowes, of Lancaster. Evening addresses on various important
educational topics were delivered by speakers from Philadelphia, Pitts-
burg, and other towns in the State, and the session closed with a com-
plimentary entertainment, given in honor of the occasion, by the ladies
of Lewistown. Among the resolutions adopted, was one recognizing
the necessity of enlisting the local press of every county in the cause of
education, and requesting editors to provide an ‘* educational column,”’
to be devoted to the subject.

The Association will hold its next semi-annual meeting at Pittsburg,
on the 7th of August next. The Executive Committee report 48 Con-
ons and Institutes during the year: they were attended in 22 dif-
ant counties ; seven of them for one week, seven for three days, three

two days, and thirty-one for one day.

IOWA STATE TEACHERS' ASSOCIATION.

On the 27th and 28th of Dec. last, this Association, formed, in May
. 1_854 held its second meeting, in Iowa City. The Agent, Rev. S.
Newbury, reported that two Institutes had been held : one at Denmark,
for three days, attended by 140 ; and one at Dubuque, for one week,
« gitended by 40. Mr. Newbury having resigned, Mr. Wood, of Towa
Olty, was elected Chairman of the Executive Committee and Agent.
.-« The Association resolved to hold a larger number of Institutes the
- eoming year; to petition the Legislature for aid in sustaining them;
to employ the whole time of the Agent, if funds could be raised to sus-
tain him ; to use all appropriate means to secure the general adoption
of the ‘‘American System of Free Graded Schools;” to petition the
Legislature to establish a Normal School ; and to hold a State Teachers’
Institute in connection with the annual meeting to be attended in Daven-
port, commencing on the first Tuesday in September next.

g
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AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCMENT OF EDUCATION.

This Society met in Washington, D. C., on the 26th of Dec. laste—
Professor A. D. Bache, of the United States Coast Survey, presidee—=
The sessions were held in the Smithsonian Institution, the Secretary em—
which, Prof. J. Henry, gave the address as retiring President. Repor—u
were presented by Hon. H. Barnard, just returned from Europe, arm d
several other gentlemen.

NEW JERSEY STATE TEACHERS' ASSOCIATION.

The anniversary of this body was attended in Trenton, on the 18th
and 19th of January. About 100 Teachers attended. Several ad-
dresses and papers were presented. Dr. C. C. Hoagland, of Somer-
set, was elected Agent of the Association : the *‘ N. Y. Teacher ”’ was
adopted as its organ, and Prof. David Cole, of Trenton, chosen editor
for New Jersey. The Association adjourned to meet in Newark, at the
call of the Executive Committee.

. FINANCIAL DEPARTMENT.
PARTIAL REPORT OF THE FINANCIAL COMMITTEE FOR 185.
The following sums, from the sources indicated, have been received
for the support of the Agent during the past year:

Montgomery Co. Teachers’ Inst. $50 00| 8. N. Sanford, Granville $10 00
Preble Co.... 00| W. P. Clark, Medina.. 500 -
Clinton Co. ... S. 8. Cotton, Sandusky. 5 00
Columbiana Co . James Elhott Cincinna 5 00
Allen Co. ... S. M. Heslet. Portsmouth 5 00
Clermont Co. H. D. Lathrop. Gambier... 5 00
Highland Co. 30 00| Jesse Markham, Plymouth 500
Richland Co.. 30 00| James Marvin, Warren.. 5 00
Belmont Co. 25 00| R. M. Merrill, Mansfield.«.. 5 00
Pickn.way Co. . 25 00| Wm. Mitchell Fredericktown 5 00
Seneca Co. +eeo 25 00| I. S. Morris, Faton.... 5 00
Portage Co. veee. 21 10| C. Nason, Cincinnati.. 500
Hancock Co. 21 00 |John Ogden, Delaware.. 5 00
‘Warren Co. . 20 00| D. C. Pearson, Columbus.. 500
Greene Co. .. 15 00 | E. B. Peirce, Martin’s Ferry. 5 00

i 15 00| J. H. Rolfe, Cincinnati.. 5 00
Fayette Co. cevrreresenand « 4 00| A. Samson, Columbus «cec.e 500
Lorin Andrews, Gambier... . 20 00|J. W. Sutherland, Columbus «... 5 00
G. W. Batchelder, Zanesville.... 20 00| Citizens of Franklin, Warren co. § 40
M. F. Cowdery, Sandusky. . « 20 00| G. C. Woollard, Sandusky... 3 00
Andrew Freese, Cleveland . . 20 00J.J. Saddler, ROOStOWN . +ervvese 2 00
John Lynch, Circleville.. . 20 00| John White, Martin’s Ferry . 200
D. P. Mayhew, Columbus « 20 00| E. Story, Bowersville.ccsesseeass 1 00
A. W. Price, Cleveland.ccceeesee 20 00

A. J. Rickoff, Cincinnati . ees 15 00 Rec’d from Teachers’lnst..$466 10
S. M. Barber. Ashland «c.cceve.. 10 00 [ Received from Teachers.. 278 00
Wm. N. Edwards, Troyeescee... 10 00! Total received to January 27th..749 50

Received during the past month :

Dr. C. Cutter, Warren, Mass.....$20 00| C. R. Shreve, R0SCOC:cecccecsee $5 00
A. H. Bailey, College Hill.cce.oo 10 00| G. C. Smith, Columbus... 5 00
J. A. Sloan, Batavigsessesieeeses 10 00 | Total rec’d to Feb. 28th........$799 50
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Ansmers to Questions on the School Fabo,

BY THE COMMISSIONER OF COMMON S8CHOOLS.

QuesTION 83.—In the sub-district No. —, in — township, an individual hold-
ing a proper certification, was duly employed by the local directors of said sub-
district to teach the school therein, for the term of four months. After teaching
two months and a half, several of the inhabitants became quite dissatisfied
with him and the school ; and the local directors informed him that they had
determined to close the school, and that his services would no longer be required.
But he insisted that he had a legal right to teach the school until the expiration
of the time for which he had been engaged. The local directors then locked the
school house door, and thus prevented him from continuing the school. The

local directors were then notified that he was ready to resume and go on with

theschool whenever the door of the school house should be opened.

Outof this transaction, two questions have arisen, viz :—1. Whether an incom-
petentor negligent teacher can legally be dismised before the expiration of the
term for which he was employed, without first procuring from the County Board
of Examiners a revocation of his certificate ? :

2. How can a teacher obtain redress when he has been improperly dismissed ?

Amswer.—By Sac. 6, of the School Law, it is made the duty of Local Directors
to employ teachers, and to dismiss them, at any time, for such reasons as they
may deem sufficient.

From this language it is quite obvious that, under proper circumstances, Local
Directors may legally dismiss a teacher before the expiration of the time men-
tioned in their contract with him, and without first procuring a revocation of
his certificate. But in as much as it is declared in said section that such dismission

must be for reasons deemed sufficient, a general rule of law demands that

such reasons must be good, valid and substantial, and not mere prejudices, or
groundless dissatisfaction. If the moral character of the teacher referred to, or
his general management of the school, were such as, in the estimation of all
candid, judicious men, to render him an unfit person to take charge of a school,
whether such unfitness resuited from a want of learning, ability or industry,
the action of the Local Directors was clearly right, and the teacher cannot
recover wages for the whole time embraced in his contract. In other words, if
the teacher was incompetent, the Local Directors were legally empowered to
dismiss him, and to rescind the contract made with them. They employed him
as a well qualified, fully competent teacher, and the moment he ceased to be
such, there was a failure of the consideration for the contract.

If, however, it should be made evident on the trial of a suit against the Direc-
tors, to recover wages for the unexpired time, that he was well qualified, both in
respect to moral character and learning, to teach said school, and that he did
actually teach a good school, then the Directors would be personally Nable to
pay him for the balance of the time covered by his contract. When Local Di-
rectors are 8o unfortunate as to employ an incompetent teacher, the law vests
in them a choice of remedies. They may either dismiss him at once, or they
may bring the case before the County Examiners, with a written specification
of the complaints against him, and request a revocation of his certificate, or, at
least, an investigation of the case; and the revocation, if made, would be tant-
amount to & dismission. But Local Directors are not required to take this cir-
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cuitous and dilatory mode of gettiné rid of an incompetent teacher. Inall case=g4
however, where there is any reasonable doubt as to the qualifications and fitne=ss .
of the teacher, it would be preferable to let the Examiners investigate the facts
and decide the question of his competency. By the provisions contained in
Secs. 6 and 45 of the School Law, two safeguards are thrown around the com-
mon schools, viz: 1st, The power of Local Directors to dismiss teachers who
fail to sustain a good moral character, or to teach a good school; 2d, the author-
ity vested in the County Examiners to revoke the certificates of teachers for
negligence or incompetency.

_ QuEsTION 84.—Among the sub-districts in —— township, some diversity pre-
vails in regard to boarding teachers. In some of the sub-districts, teachers
board themselves, and the expense of their board constitutes a part of their
monthly or quarterly salaries; but in other sub-districts the inhabitants who
send their children to school, gratuitously board the teachers. The question has
therefore arisen, whether any portion of the State School Fund, or of that raised
in the township for the purpose of prolonging the schools, can legally be expen-
ded in paying the board bills of teachers ?

ANswER.~If by the terms of the contract made with the teacher, the latter
engages to teach the school for a given sum per month, or by the quarter, and
board himself, it is very evident that his salary or wages includes the cost of his
board, and the State or township school fund can legally be applied in payment
thereof. But if the teacher is boarded by the inhabitants of the sub-district,
or, in other words, if he “boards round,” as the practice is usually termed, his
board must be regarded as a gratuity on the part of the inhabitants, and can not
properly be considered as any part of his wages, to be paid for out of the State
or township school fund, which is made applicable to the payment of teachers’
wages ouly.

While the undersigned would not desire to interfere with any arrangement
between teachers and Local Directors, made with a view to lengthen out the
school funds and prolong the schools, yet it is proper to state, that there is no
legal authority for making a contract with a teacher that he shall *“ board round,”
because such a contract can not be enforced on the inhabitants of a sub-district.
But as the people in some parts of the State are reluctant to relinquish a custom
to which they have been for a long time habituated, there can be no serious ob-
jection to its continuance, provided all the inhabitants of the district agree to it,
and provided also, the custom is uniform throughout all the sub-districts in the
township. If, however, in some of the sub-districts of the township, the salaries
of teachers include the expense of their board, but not in others, great inequalities,
in regard to the benefits derived from the township school tax, must inevitably
result; for the law requires such a tax to be assessed on all the taxable property
in the township. It would seem desirable, then, that the teachers in all the sab-
districts should * board round,” or else all should board themselves. '

‘Where Township Boards of Education can not induce the inhabitants to adopt
the same mode of providing for the board of teachers, the inequalities arising
from the want of uniformity in this respect, may still be obviated.as follows :—
Let the Local Directors contract with the teacher for a specific sum per month,
or by the quarter, including, of course, the expense of board; and then let a
further agreement be made that if satisfactory board shall be furnished him by
those who send their children to school, he will pay them whatever sum per
week shall be agreed on. Unless, however, the practice of “bdoarding round”
can be adopted in all the sub-districts, it would be decidedly preferable to aban_
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don it in all, as it is usunally attended with many disadvantages to the school, and
much embarrassment and loss of time to the teacher.

The teacher needs a steady home, that he may have opportunity for study,
and that special preparation for each day’s work, which is indispensable to the
highest success in teaching. The custom of *‘ boarding round.” had its origin in
8 desire to diminish the amount of the rate-bills which were formerly assessed
on the inhabitants to defray the expenses of the school. But since the present
school law has abolished the system of rate-bills, the custom of * boarding round,”
may, with great propriety, be abolished also.

QuestroN 85.—It is claimed by some of the citizens of the village of —,
that a teacher has no legal authority to punish his scholars for disorderly, im-
moral, or improper acts done while on their way to or from school, or at noon.
If such is the law, how shall those be restrained, who abuse their school mates,
and use profane and other unbecoming language in their presence, before or
after school, or at noon 2

Axswer.—The legal right of the teacher to punish his scholars for disorderly
acts done in the school room. or on the play-ground, before the opening of the
school, after its close, during morning or afternoon recess, or at noon, has been
fally recognized by the courts of this country. But whether his authority to
punish his scholars extends to immoral or disorderly conduct elsewhere, is not
80 fully established. By some it is contended that the legal right of the teacher
toinflict corporal punishment upon a scholar in any case, is derived from the
fact that he stands in “ loco parentis,” and therefore it can not be extended to acts
doze before this relation has commenced, or after it has terminated, without the
€xpress consent of the parent. It is further contended that this delegation to
the teacher of the power allowed by law to the parent over the person of his
child does not take place till the child has reached the school premises, and must
end when he leaves for home. On the contrary, it is maintained by others, that

the right of a teacher to hold his scholars responsible for improper conduct on
their way to and from school, is fully sanctioned by usage. Under all the circum-
stances, it is believed that the most prudent course for a teacher to take in a case
Iike the onc presented, would be to notify the parent of the misconduct complain-
ed of, and if his permission to punish the offending scholar can not be obtained,
and the disorderly behavior be repeated, then to refer the matter to the Board of
Education.

There can be no doubt that Boards of Education possess the legal power
to make and enforce such rules and regulations as in their judgment may be
necessary for the best interests of the schools within their jurisdiction ; and itis
their duty as well as their right to codperate with the teacher in the govemmeht
of the school, and to aid him to the extent of their power and influence in the en-
forcement of reasonable and proper rules and regulations, and to dismiss a schol-
ar from the school whenever he uses at school, or on his way to or from the same,
such rude, vulgar or profane language, and exhibits such a degree of moral de-
pravity generally, as to render his association with other scholars dangerous to
the latter, or whenever he manifests such violent insubordination as to render
the maintenance of discipline and order in the school impracticable or extremely
difficult. It is also the duty as well as the legal right of the Local Directors to -
see that the general character, usefulness, and prosperity of the school are not
impaired by allowing those to remain in it, whose whole influence, conduct, and
bad character, have forfeited all claim to the enjoyment of its privileges.

QuUESTION 86.—Does the new School Law empower the householders, the
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Local Directors, or the Township Board of Education, to select and purchase
sites for school houses in sub-districts ?

Answgr.—It empowers Township Boards of Education, unquestionably. This
is evident from the provisions contained in the first, eleventh, fourteenth and
fifteenth sections of the law. ’

By the eighth section of the School Act, passed March 7th, 1838, the Board of
Local Directors and their successors in office, in each school district, was declared
to be a hody politic and corporate in law, and, as such, capable of contracting
and being contracted with, suing and being sued, pleading and being impleaded
in any court of law or equity in this State, and of receiving any gift, grant,
donation or devise, made to, or for the use of such district, and also of receiving
a deed of conveyance or lease for any land whereon to erect a school house or
houses, &c. By Sec. 10, of the present School Law, the same is declared in regard
to Township Boards of Education. By Sec. 9, of the act of 1838, it was declared
that the Board of Local Directors should have power to divide their district into
sub-districts, and select sites for school houses and purchase the same. By the
last clause of Sec. 14 of the present School Act, the same power is conferred
upon Township Boards of Education ; for it is there declared to be “ the duty of
the Board to establish a school in each sub-district of the township of such grade
a8 the public good in their opinion may require; and in the location of primary
schools or schools of higher grade, the Board shall have reference to population and
neighborhood, &e.”

Under the present law, then, Local Directors are not bodies corporate and
politic, etc., nor are they empowered to select or purchase sites for school hou-
8es, except under the direction and subject to the rules and regulations pre-
scribed by the Township Board of Education.

By reference to the School Acts passed in 1821, 1825, 1829, 1831, 1834, 1835, 1838,
and in 1833, it will be seen that the mode of selecting school house sites, as well
as that of deciding upon the erection and cost of school houses, has undergone
frequent changes. Prior to the passage of the School Act of 1838, either a ma-
jority, or two-thirds, or three-fifths of the householders, or tax payers, or quali-
fied voters of a school district, at the annual meeting, or at & special meeting
called with ten, or twenty, or thirty days’ notice, determined upon the location
of the site, as well as upon the erection and cost of the school house. By the
School Act of 1838, the power to select and purchase school house sites, was
given to Local Directors; but the right of deciding whether a school house
should be erected or not, and what amount of money should be expended there-
for, was still left with the householders of the several school districts.

By the present School Act, Township Boards of Education are empowered to
select and purchase school house sites, to determine the cost of new school hou-
ses, to make estimates therefor, and to certify the same to their County Auditors.
In short, the township school system is analogous to the graded or Union school
system, which has been so generally adopted in cities and towns. In both cases
the Boards of Education form, change, or alter the sub-districts, provide for the
erection of school houses and determine the grades of the schools. The Local
Directors, Trustees, or special committees, attend to the details of the business,
and see that the orders of the Board, and all the rules and regulations prescribed
by them for the management and government of the schools, are carried into
full and efficient execution.

The undersigned would, however, impress upon Boards of Education the im-
portance of exercising great care and mature deliberation in the alteration of
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ichool districts, the selection of sites for school houses, and in determining the
dimensions and plans of school houses.

Boards of Education should also take the ntmost pains to secure the general
eoopemion of all the directors and inhabitants interested, and to avoid, as far as
possible, all those sources of contention and discord, which often prove so fatal
to the prosperity, harmony and efficiency of the school. It is often better to sub-
mit, for a time, to many inconveniencies, than to hazard the disastrous results
which uniformly follow any general dissatisfaction with the alteration of school
districts, the changing of school house sites, and the tax imposed for the
erection of new school houses. A little patience and delay will generally enable
the good sense of the inhabitants ultimately to perceive what will redound to
their best and true interests. H. H. BARNEY,

Commissioner of Common Schools.

@hitory” Portfulin,

For reasons which, it is hoped, will be deemed satisfactory, it has been thought
advisable to separate the Report of the Agent from that of the Executive Com-
mittee. The Agent's Report, containing the statistics of the Institutes attended
last year, and of the Union Schools, etc., will appear in the Aprilmumber.

During the past month, the Agent has conducted Institutes in Jackson and
Scioto counties, and visited the schools, and delivered addresses in Chillicothe

and Ironton. About 40 Teachers, and candidates for the office, attended the In-
stitute in Jackson, and nearly an equal number were present at Portsmouth.
The attendance of citizens upon the Lectures in all the places named was highly
encouraging.

The engagements of the Agent in Institutes render it necessary to issne the
April numberbefore the first of the month. Editors, correspondents, and adver-
tisers will confer a favor by forwarding their communications by the 15th of
March.

Correspondence.

“ NEwpOorRT UNION ScHOOL.” —MR. EDITOR : — It may be of some interest
to the friends of Education in Ohio, where the battle has been so well fought,
and victory so glorious, securely achieved ; to know what progress is being made
elsewhere. The cause of ‘‘Free Schools” is unltimately to triumph in every
State in our Union, and the time of its accomplishment only rests upon the
energy and efficiency of its friends in urging on the work.

The city of Newport was the first in Kentucky to adopt the * Free School
System.” A few enterprising men introduced and carried forward the work.
Most prominent among them, were Hon. Ira Root and Judge F. A. Boyde, whose
noble efforts are now fully appreciated by a discerning people. The school for
a time was but imperfectly organized and poorly classified. In 1853, a large,
commodious building was erected on a half square in a central portion of the
city, donated years ago, for school purposes, by Col. James Taylor. This build-
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ing is 75 by 45 feet, three stories high, above the basement. The stories are 16
and 18 feet high. It is warmed by furnaces and stoves, and accommodates over
700 children daily, with first class facilities for education free of tuition. Beside
this, there is a branch of the school in another part of the city; and other build-
ings and schools will soon be prepared to meet the wants of the school interest.
In September last, the school was for the first time, organised on the ¢‘ Graded
System,” and scholars classified according to their attainments, and all placed
under the care of a superintendent.

This advance was effected mainly by J. Berry, Esq., a gentleman of large soul,
and much intelligence, and a spirit of progress in all matters pertaining to the
good of mankind.

This school now has the respect and confidence of the best citizens in the city,
aud is encouraged and patronized by them. Indeed no one pretends that any
better facilities can be afforded, than are here enjoyed by the children of the rich
and the poor, in the same classes, free of tuition. At a recent examination the
large Hall, (the entire upper story,) was filled to excess for three evenings by an
intelligent and highly delighted audience. By the resolution of the Board, the
schools are all dismissed at 3 o’clock, each Friday afternoon, and the remainder
of the day is spent in instructing the teachers in methods of teaching and dis-
cipline. The salaries paid, are from $300 to $1,000 per annum. The school is
under the supervision of Mr. J. Hurty, assisted by a faithful corps of teachers.

The city of Covington has free schools also, but not a thoroughly  Graded
System,” not a superintendent. Prof. Druery is Principal of the High School:
and is doing a good work. Lexington has good Free Schools also. The work
will not stop here. Already the preparatory measures have been taken for
organizing a ‘‘ State Teachers’ Association.”” Rev.Dr. Matthews is State Super-
intendent. He is an able lecturer, and a devoted champion of * Free Schools”
for all.

ScHOOL MATTERS IN JowA.— The condition of the Common Schools of
Towa compares favorably with its age. The State is yet in its infancy. Its citi-
zens are only beginners — many of them too, with scanty means; but notwith-
standing the privations and wants that must be endured and supplied in the
settlement of a new country, the people of Iowa have not overlooked the instruc-
tion of their children, and everywhere a laudable zeal is manifested for estab-
lishing good schools. The school law of this State is, in many respects, defective,
but as the people ripen for it, the necessary changes will be made.

I have been favored with the Report of the Superintendent of Public Instruc-
tion, Mr. James D. Eads, to which I am indebted for the statistics which I here
present. The State University Fund, when all the lands are sold, will amount
to near $200,000. There are about one million dollars in the hands of the differ-
ent School Fund Commissioners, loaned at ten per cent. The average salary of
these Commissioners is three hundred dollars per annum, making nineteen thou-
sand dollars abstracted from the School Funds by these officers in the sixty-five
organized counties of the State. This office should be abolished, says the Super-
intendent, and the duties performed by the county Judge and Treasurer. It is
recommended to place a copy of Webster's Dictionary, unabridged, in every
school district in the State. We hope this will be done.

The number of organized school districts in the State, is 2,353. The number
of persons between 5 and 21 years, is 111,093. The number of pupils in schools
during the year ending Oct. 31, 1854, was 44,115. The number of teachers em-
ployed, was 1733 : males 961, females 772. The average compensation of male
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teachers, was nineteen dollars and sixty-one cents per month, of females, nine

dollars and thirty-one cents. The number of volumes in school libraries is 576.

There are 1004 school honses in the State, which cost $170,565. The whole

amount paid to teachers during the year, was $87,861. The Superintendent ad-

vocates ““ Graded Schools” in the larger towns of the State, and better salaries
to the teachers.

Keokuk has the best school house in the State, in the erection of which $10,000
were expended. The Superintendent of the school is paid eight hundred dollars
perannum. This is the highest salary paid in the State to & Common School
teacher.

The people of Iowa claim to have two Union Schools— one in Keokuk, the
otherin Muscatine. But as yet they have merely the name.

There are & number of Academies and Seminaries in different parts of the
State, and three or four Colleges, besides the State University and its branches.
These Academies are mostly owned by private individuals, who generally con-
duct them according to their own liking. Some of them are very good Institu-
tions and well attended. The only great objection 1 have to them, is, they receive
wone but those that have money. Whilst such is the case, the wants of the great
mass of the people are not supplied.

The school houses in the rural districts, may be considered good in comparison
with the dwelling houses. The eountry being mostly prairie, men can not get
together, and in a day or two, put up a “Log School House,” and have it ready
for school, —as has often been done-in Ohio. The school houses are mostly
brick or frame. They are gencrally finished inside according to the old plan,
however, some of them have a two by four feet blackboard.

The teachers here are mostly from Ohio and Indiana. Most of them are lively,
good hearted fellows;— generally better qualified for “breaking and fencing

prairies,” than for teaching school. I will not say but some of them might make
first class teachers, if they designed following the business; but such is rarely
the case. The greater number have purchased land, and are teaching now sim-
ply because the severity of winter hinders them from going on improving it.
The scholars in this State, seem mostly well disposed and anxious to learn.
Many of them, with their parents, have but recently emigrated from *Eastern
States,” and appear to have imbibed that thirsting spirit for knowledge so prev-
alent there.

The materials for making good schools, are here —a majority of the people
desire them — and what is needed to secure them, is an energetic band of pro-
fessional teachers, who are willing to sacrifice ease and pecuniary emolument,
and undergo the opposition and hardships of an educational campaign.

SALENM, Iowa, February, 1855. C. C. NESTLEROADE.

«Notices of Colleges, S8chools, ete.

Commercial College in Columbus.— Mr. W. W. Granger, late of Mansfield, has
opened the Institution announced last month : his advertisement in this number
shows the character which he intends it shall sustain.

The Grove School.— This Institution, located in Cedarville, Greene Co., which
was founded by Mr. J. A. Turnbull, and has recently been in charge of Messrs.
Amyx and Nelson, has passed into the hand of Mr. H. H. Smith and Mr. J. G.
Stetson, graduates of Bowdoin College, Me. It is their intention to make it a
thorough Academic institution. We welcome them to their fleld of labor.
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AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCMENT OF EDUCATION.

This Society met in Washington, D. C., on the 26th of Dec. last.
Professor A. D. Bache, of the United States Coast Survey, presided.
The sessions were held in the Smithsonian Institution, the Secretary of
which, Prof. J. Henry, gave the address as retiring President. Reports
were presented by Hon. H. Barnard, just returned from Europe, and
several other gentlemen. ’

NEW JERSEY STATE TEACHERS’ ASSOCIATION.

The anniversary of this body was attended in Trenton, on the 18th
and 19th of January. About 100 Teachers attended. Several ad-
dresses and papers were presented. Dr. C. C. Hoagland, of Somer-
set, was elected Agent of the Association: the ¢ N. Y. Teacher ’ was
adopted as its organ, and Prof. David Cole, of Trenton, chosen editor
for New Jersey. The Association adjourned to meet in Newark, at the
call of the Executive Committee.

. FINANCIAL DEPARTMENT.
PARTIAL REPORT OF THE FINANCIAL COMMITTEE FOR 1854.

The following sums, from the sources indicated, have been received

for the support of the Agent during the past year:

Montgomery Co. Teachers’ Inst..$50 00| 8. N. Sanford, Granville.ccescs.$1
Preble Co.eevecerccnceesdOecsces 50 00| W. P, Clark, Medin@.ccocecscees
Clinton Co. ceescecsescedOeceses 40 00 S. 8. Cotton, Sanduskyecceeeeees
Columbiana Co.coeeveeed0.ev.e. 35 00| James Elliott, Cincinnaticesseess
Allen CO. seeccsccsccceaesdOeeeces 30 00| S. M. Heslet, Portsmouth..ce....
Clermont Co. «ecvcceeeed0eesee. 30 00| H. D. Lathrop. Gambier.ceevees.
Highland Co.cceeceseeecd0secses 30 00| Jesse Markham, Plymouth......
Richland Co.. scesceesesd0ieceee 30 00| James Marvin, Warren..cceeeeee
Belmont Co. seeeceseesedoeeece. 25 00| R. M. Merrill, Mansfieldseceseses
Pickaway Co0. ceocsecccedOeeeses 25 00| Wm. Mitchell, Fredericktown....
Seneca Co. ceessecsccaesdOecsces 25 00| L. S. Morris, EatON.ceccccscccces
Portage Co. cesecasesceed0oesses 21 10| C. Nason, Cincinnaticececioease.
Hancock CO. cecvscsececdOiesces 21 00| John Ogden, Delaware.ceecesess
Warren Co. cceesscecees@0eccess 20 00| D. C. Pearson, Columbus:eececess
Greene CO. cesvsesceceesd0eeeecs. 15 00| E. B. Peirce, Martin’s Ferry.....
Madison CO.eeceorsecceedOessese 15 00|J. H. Rolfe, Cincinnati.eeeeseees
Fayette Co.eeoereccacasedOeecccss 4 00| A. Samson, Columbus «eceeeeeee
Lorin Andrews, Gambier.c...... 20 00|J. W. Sutherland, Columbus «...
G. W. Batchelder, Zanesville.... 20 00| Citizens of Franklin, Warren co.
M. F. Cowdery, Sandusky....... 20 00| G. C. Woollard, Sandusky.c.ee..
Andrew Freese, Cleveland ...... 20 00| J. J. Saddler, Rootstown.ccceeeae
John Lynch, Circleville.s.eesees 20 00| John White, Martin’s Ferry «ce..
D. P. Mayhew, Columbus «ceec.. 20 00| E. Story, Bowersville.ceceecceses
A. W. Price, Cleveland..cceeesees 20 00 —_—
A. J. Rickoff, Cincinnati «cc..... 15 00| Rec'd from Teachers’ Inst..$466 10

8. M. Barber, Ashland «ccc..v0.o 10 00 [ Received from Teachers.. 278 00

Wm. N. Edwards, Troy.c.c.c... 10 00! Total received to January 27th..749 50

Received during the past month :

Dr. C. Cutter, Warren, Mass.....$20 00| C. R. Shreve, Roscoe:eesccecss. $5 00
A. H. Bailey, College Hill.ccecee 10 00| G. C. Smith, Columbus.ccc.ceee 5 00
J. A. Sloan, Batavigeesess.eeeses 10 00 | Total rec’d to Feb. 28thes......$799 50

(=}
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Ansters fv Questions on the Sehool Fut,

BY THE COMMISSIONER OF COMMON SCHOOLS.

QuesTiON 83.—In the sub-district No. —, in — township, an individual hold-
ing & proper certification, was duly employed by the local directors of said sub-
district to teach the school therein, for the term of four months. After teaching
two months and a half, several of the inhabitants became quite dissatisfied
with him and the school ; and the local directors informed him that they had
determined to close the school, and that his services would no longer be required.
But he insisted that he had a legal right to teach the school until the expiration
of the time for which he had been engaged. The local directors then locked the
school house door, and thus prevented him from continuing the school. The
local directors were then notified that he was ready to resume and go on with
the school whenever the door of the school house should be opened.

Outof this transaction, two questions have arisen, viz :—1., Whether an incom-
petent or negligent teacher can legally be dismised before the expiration of the
term for which he was employed, without first procuring from the County Board
of Examiners a revocation of his certificate ?

2. How can a teacher obtain redress when he has been improperly dismissed ?

Axswer.—By Sec. 6, of the School Law, it is made the daty of Local Directors
to employ teachers, and to dismiss them, at any time, for such reasons as they
may deem sufficient.

From this language it is quite obvious that, under proper circumstances, Local
Directors may legally dismiss a teacher before the expiration of the time men-
tioned in their contract with him, and without first procuring a revocation of
his certificate. But in as much as itis declared in said section that such dismission

must be for reasons deemed sufficient, a general rule of law demands that

such reasons must be good, valid and substantial, and not mere prejudices, or
groundless dissatisfaction. If the moral character of the teacher referred to, or
his general management of the school, were such as, in the estimation of all
candid, judicious men, to render him an unfit person to take charge of a school,
whether such unfitness resulted from a want of learning, ability or industry,
the action of the Local Directors was clearly right, and the teacher cannot
recover wages for the whole time embraced in his contract. In other words, if
the teacher was incompetent, the Local Directors were legally empowered to
dismiss him, and to rescind the contract made with them. They employed him
as a well qualified, fully competent teacher, and the moment he ceased to be
such, there was a failure of the consideration for the contract.

If, however, it should be made evident on the triai of a suit against the Direc-
tors, to recover wages for the unexpired time, that he was well gunalified, both in
respect to moral character and learning, to teach said school, and that he did
actually teach a good school, then the Directors would be personally Mable to
pay him for the balance of the time covered by his contract. When Local Di-
rectors are so unfortunate as to employ an incompetent teacher, the law vests
in them a choice of remedies. They may either dismiss him at once, or they
may bring the case before the County Examiners, with a written specification
of the complaints against him, and request a revocation of his certificate, or, at
least, an investigation of the case; and the revocation, if made, would be tant-
amount to a dismission. But Local Directors are not required to take this cir-
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cuitous and dilatory mode of gettiné rid of an incompetent teacher. In all cases,
however, where there is any reasonable doubt as to the qualifications and fitness
of the teacher, it would be preferable to let the Examiners investigate the facts
and decide the question of his competency. By the provisions contained in
Secs. 6 and 45 of the School Law, two safegnards are thrown around the com-
mon schools, viz: 1st, The power of Local Directors to dismiss teachers who
fail to sustain a good moral character, or to teach a good school; 2d, the author-
ity vested in the County Examiners to revoke the certificates of teachers for
negligence or incompetency.

~ QuESTION 84.—Among the sub-districts in —— township, some diversity pre-
vails in regard to boarding teachers. In some of the sub-districts, teachers
board themselves, and the expense of their board constitutes a part of their
monthly or quarterly salaries; but in other sub-districts the inhabitants who
send their children to school, gratuitously board the teachers. The question has
therefore arisen, whether any portion of the State School Fund, or of that raised
in the township for the purpose of prolonging the schools, can legally be expen-
ded in paying the board bills of teachers ?

ANnswER.—If by the terms of the contract made with the teacher, the latter
engages to teach the school for a given sum per month, or by the quarter, and
board himself, it is very evident that his salary or wages includes the cost of his
board, and the State or township school fand can legally be applied in payment
thereof. But if the teacher is boarded by the inhabitants of the sub-district,
or, in other words, if he ‘“boards round,” as the practice is usually termed, his
board must be regarded as a gratuity on the part of the inhabitants, and can not
properly be considered as any part of his wages, to be paid for out of the State
or township school fund, which is made applicable to the payment of teachers’
wages only.

While the undersigned would not desire to interfere with any arrangement
between teachers and Local Directors, made with a view to lengthen out the
school funds and prolong the schools, yet it is proper to state, that there is no
legal authority for making a contract with a teacher that he shall * doard round,”
because such a contract can not be enforced on the inhabitants of a sub-district.
But as the people in some parts of the State are reluctant to relinquish a custom
to which they have been for a long time habituated, there can be no serious ob-
jection to its continuance, provided all the inhabitants of the district agree to it,
and provided also, the custom is uniform throughout all the sub-districts in the
township. If, however, in some of the sub-districts of the township, the salaries
of teachers include the expense of their board, but not in others, great inequalities,
in regard to the benefits derived from the township school tax, must inevitably
result; for the law requires such a tax to be assessed on all the taxable property
in the township. It would seem desirable, then, that the teachers in all the sub-
districts should “ board round,” or else all should board themselves.

‘Where Township Boards of Education can not induce the inhabitants to adopt
the same mode of providing for the board of teachers, the inequalities arising
from the want of uniformity in this respect, may still be obviated.as follows :—
Let the Local Directors contract with the teacher for a specific sum per month,
or by the quarter, including, of course, the expense of board; and then let a
farther agreement be made that if satisfactory board shall be furnished him by
those who send their children to school, he will pay them whatever sum per
week shall be agreed on. Unless, however, the practice of “boarding round’
can be adopted in all the sub-districts, it would be decidedly preferable to aban_
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don it in all, as it is usually attended with many disadvantages to the school, and
much embarrassment and loss of time to the teacher.

The teacher needs a steady home, that he may have opportunity for study,
and that special preparation for each day’s work, which is indispensable to the
highest success in teaching. The custom of * boarding round.” had its origin in
4 desire to diminish the amount of the rate-bills which were formerly assessed
on the inhabitants to defray the expenses of the school. But since the present
school law has abolished the system of rate-bills, the custom of “ boarding round,”
may, with great propriety, be abolished also.

QuEsTION 85.—TIt is claimed by some of the citizens of the village of —,
that a teacher has no legal authority to punish his scholars for disorderly, im-
moral, or improper acts done while on their way to or from school, or at noon.
If such is the law, how shall those be restrained, who abuse their school mates,
and use profane and other unbecoming language in their presence, before or
after school, or at noon ?

Axswer.—The legal right of the teacher to punish his scholars for disorderly
acts done in the school room. or on the play-ground, before the epening of the
school, after its close, during morning or afternoon recess, or at noon, has been
fully recognized by the courts of this country. But whether his authority to
punish his scholars extends to immoral or disorderly conduct elsewhere, is not
80 fully established. By some it is contended that the legal right of the teacher
toinfliet corporal punishment upon a scholar in any case, is derived from the
fact that he stands in “loco parentis,” and therefore it can not be extended to acts
done before this relation has commenced, or after it has terminated, without the
express consent of the parent. It is further contended that this delegation to
the teacher of the power allowed by law to the parent over the person of his
child does not take place till the child has reached the school premises, and must

end when he leaves for home. On the contrary, it is maintained by others, that

the right of a teacher to hold his scholars responsible for improper conduct on
their way to and from school, is fully sanctioned by usage. Under all the circam-
stances, it is believed that the most prudent course for a teacher to take in a case
like the one presented, would be to notify the parent of the misconduct complain-
ed of, and if his permission to punish the offending scholar can not be obtained,
and the disorderly behavior be repeated, then to refer the matter to the Board of
Education.

There can be no doubt that Boards of Education possess the legal power
to make and enforce such rules and regulations as in their judgment may be
necessary for the best interests of the schools within their jurisdiction ; and itis
their duty as well as their right to co6perate with the teacher in the government
of the school, and to aid him to the extent of their power and influence in the en-
forcement of reasonable and proper rules and regulations, and to dismiss a schol-
ar from the school whenever he uses at school, or on his way to or from the same,
such rude, vulgar or profane language, and exhibits such a degree of moral de-
pravity generally, as to render his association with other scholars dangerous to
the latter, or whenever he manifests such violent insubordination as to render
the maintenance of discipline and order in the school impracticable or extremely
difficult. It is also the duty as well as the legal right of the Local Directors to
see that the general character, usefulness, and prosperity of the school are not
impaired by allowing those to remain in it, whose whole influence, conduct, and
bad character, have forfeited all claim to the enjoyment of its privileges.

QuEesTION 86.—Does the new School Law empower the householders, the
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Local Directors, or the Township Board of Education, to select and purchase
sites for school houses in sub-districts ¢

ANswgRr.—It empowers Township Boards of Education, unquestionably. This
is evident from the provisions contained in the first, eleventh, fourteenth and
fifteenth sections of the law. ’

By the eighth section of the School Act, passed March 7th, 1838, the Board of
Local Directors and their successors in office, in each school district, was declared
to be a hody politic and corporate in law, and, as such, capable of contracting
and being contracted with, suing and being sued, pleading and being impleaded
in any court of law or equity in this State, and of receiving any gift, grant,
donation or devise, made to, or for the use of such district, and also of receiving
a deed of conveyance or lease for any land whereon to erect a school house or
houses, &c. By Sec. 10, of the present School Law, the same is declared in regard
to Township Boards of Education. By Sec. 9, of the act of 1838, it was declared
that the Board of Local Directors should have power to divide their district into
sub-districts, and select sites for school houses and purchase the same. By the
last clause of Sec. 14 of the present School Act, the same power is conferred
upon Township Boards of Education ; for it is there declared to be “the duty of
the Board to establish a school in each sub-district of the township of such grade
as the public good in their opinion may require; and in the location of primary
schools or schools of higher grade, the Board shall have reference to population and
neighborhood, &e.”

Under the present law, then, Local Directors are not bodies corporate and
politic, etc., nor are they empowered to select or purchase sites for school hou-
8es, except under the direction and subject to the rules and regulations pre-
scribed by the Township Board of Education.

By reference to the School Acts passed in 1821, 1825, 1829, 1831, 1834, 1835, 1838,
and in 1833, it will be seen that the mode of selecting school house sites, as well
as that of deciding upon the erection and cost of school houses, has undergone
frequent changes. Prior to the passage of the School Act of 1838, either a ma-
Jjority, or two-thirds, or three-fifths of the householders, or tax payers, or quali-
fied voters of a school district, at the annual meeting, or at & special meeting
called with ten, or twenty, or thirty days’ notice, determined upon the location
of the site, as well ‘as upon the erection and cost of the school house. By the
School Act of 1838, the power to select and purchase school house sites, was
given to Local Directors; but the right of deciding whether a school house
should be erected or not, and what amount of money should be expended there-
for, was still left with the householders of the several school districts.

By the present School Act, Township Boards of Education are empowered to
select and purchase school house sites, to determine the cost of new school hou-
ses, to make estimates therefor, and to certify the same to their County Auditors.
In short, the township school system is analogous to the graded or Union school
system, which has been so generally adopted in cities and towns. In both cases
the Boards of Education form, change, or alter the sub-districts, provide for the
erection of school houses and determine the grades of the schools. The Local
Directors, Trustees, or special committees, attend to the details of the business,
and see that the orders of the Board, and all the rules and regulations prescribed
by them for the management and government of the schools, are carried into
full and efficient execution.

The undersigned would, however, impress upon Boards of Education the im-
portance of exercising great care and mature deliberation in the alteration of
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school districts, the selection of sites for school houses, and in determining the
dimensions and plans of school houses.

Boards of Education should also take the utmost pains to secure the general
eo?peration of all the directors and inhabitants interested, and to avoid, as far as
possible, all those sources of contention and discord, which often prove so fatal
to the prosperity, harmony and efficiency of the school. It is often better to sub-
mit, for a time, to many inconveniencies, than to hazard the disastrous results
which uniformly follow any general dissatisfaction with the alteration of school
districts, the changing of school house sites, and the tax imposed for the
erection of new school houses. A little patience and delay will generally enable
the good sense of the inhabitants ultimately to perceive what will redound to

their best and true interests. H. H. BARNEY,
Commissioner of Common Schools.

@ditors” Puctinlin,

N

For reasons which, it is hoped, will be deemed satisfactory, it has been thought
advisable to separate the Report of the Agent from that of the Executive Com-
mittee. The Agent's Report, containing the statistics of the Institutes attended
last year, and of the Union Schools, etc., will appear in the Aprilmumber.

During the past month, the Agent has conducted Institutes in Jackson and
Scioto counties, and visited the schools, and delivered addresses in Chillicothe
and Ironton. About 40 Teachers, and candidates for the office, attended the In-
stitate in Jackson, and nearly an equal number were present at Portsmouth.

The attendance of citizens upon the Lectures in all the places named was highly
encouraging.
The engagements of the Agent in Institutes render it necessary to issue the
April number before the first of the month. Editors, correspondents, and adver-
tisers will confer a favor by forwarding their communications by the 15th of

March.

Correspondence.

“ NEWPORT UNIOKXK ScHOOL.” — MR. EDITOR : —It may be of some interest
to the friends of Education in Ohio, where the battle has been so well fought,
and victory so glorious, securely achieved ; to know what progress is being made
elsewhere. The cause of *‘Free Schools” is ultimately to trinmph in every
State in our Union, and the time of its accomplishment only rests upon the
energy and efficiency of its friends in urging on the work.

The city of Newport was the first in Kentucky to adopt the ‘ Free School
System.” A few enterprising men introduced and carried forward the work.
Most prominent among them, were Hon. Ira Root and Judge F. A. Boyde, whose
nobdle efforts are now fully appreciated by a discerning people. The school for
a time was but imperfectly organized and poorly classified. In 1853, & large,
commodiouns building was erected on a half square in a central portion of the
city, donated years ago, for school purposes, by Col. James Taylor. This build-
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ing is 75 by 45 feet, three stories high, above the basement. The stories are 16
and 18 feet high. It is warmed by furnaces and stoves, and accommodates over
700 children daily, with first class facilities for education free of tuition. Beside
this, there is a branch of the school in another part of the city; and other build-
ings and schools will soon be prepared to meet the wants of the school interest.
In September last, the school was for the first time, organised on the ¢ Graded
System,” and scholars classified according to their attainments, and all placed
under the care of a superintendent.

This advance was effected mainly by J. Berry, Esq., a gentleman of large soul,
and much intelligence, and a spirit of progress in all matters pertaining to the
good of mankind.

This school now has the respect and confidence of the best citizens in the city,—=
and is encouraged and patronized by them. Indeed no one pretends that any—
better facilities can be afforded, than are here enjoyed by the children of the ricm.
and the poor, in the same classes, free of tuition. At a recent examination thes
large Hall, (the entire upper story,) was filled to excess for three evenings by an
intelligent and highly delighted audience. By the resolution of the Board, the
gchools are all dismissed at 3 o’clock, each Friday afternoon, and the remainder
of the day is spent in instructing the teachers in methods of teaching and dis-
cipline. The salaries paid, are from $300 to $1,000 per annum. The school is
under the supervision of Mr. J. Hurty, assisted by a faithful corps of teachers.

The city of Covington has free schools also, but not a thoroughly ‘ Graded
System,” not a superintendent. Prof. Druery is Principal of the High School»
and is doing a good work. Lexington has good Free Schools also. The work
will not stop here. Already the preparatory measures have been taken for
organizing a * State Teachers’ Association.” Rev.Dr. Matthews is State Super-
intendent. He is an able lecturer, and a devoted champion of * Free Schools”
for all.

ScrHOOL MATTERS IN Iowa.— The condition of the Common Schools of
Towa compares favorably with its age. The State is yet in its infancy. Its citi-
zens are only beginners — many of them too, with scanty means; but notwith-
standing the privations and wants that must be endured and supplied in the
settlement of a new country, the people of Iowa have not overlooked the instruc-
tion of their children, and everywhere a laudable zeal is manifested for estab-
lishing good schools. The school law of this State is, in many respects, defective,
but as the people ripen for it, the necessary changes will be made.

I have been favored with the Report of the Superintendent of Public Instruc-
tion, Mr. James D. Eads, to which I am indebted for the statistics which I here
present. The State University Fund, when all the lands are sold, will amount
to near $200,000. There are about one million dollars in the hands of the differ-
ent School Fund Commissioners, loaned at ten per cent. The average salary of
these Commissioners is tbree hundred dollars per annum, making nineteen thou-
sand dollars abstracted from the School Funds by these officers in the sixty-five
organized counties of the State. This office should be abolished, says the Super-
intendent, and the duties performed by the county Judge and Treasurer. It is
recommended to place a copy of Webster's Dictionary, unabridged, in every
school district in the State. We hope this will be done.

The number of organized school districts in the State, is 2,353. The number
of persons between 5 and 21 years, is 111,093. The number of pupils in schools
during the year ending Oct. 31, 1854, was 44,115. The number of teachers em-
ployed, was 1733 : males 961, females 772. The average compensation of male
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teachers, was nineteen dollars and sixty-one cents per month, of females, nine

dollars and thirty-one cents. The number of volumes in school libraries is 576.

There are 1004 school houses in the State, which cost $170,565. The whole

amount paid to teachers during the year, was $87,861. The Superintendent ad-

vocates “ Graded Schools” in the larger towns of the State, and better salaries
to the teachers.

Keokuk has the best school house in the State,in the erection of which $10,000
were expended. The Superintendent of the school is paid eight hundred dollars
perannum. This is the highest salary paid in the State to a Common School
teacher.

The people of Iowa claim to have two Union Schools — one in Keokuk, the
otherin Muscatine. But as yet they have merely the name.

There are a number of Academies and Seminaries in different parts of the
State, and three or four Colleges, besides the State University and its branches.
These Academies are mostly owned by private individuals, who generally con-
duct them according to their own liking. Some of them are very good Institu-
tions and well attended. The only great objection 1 have to them, is, they receive
none but those that have money. W hilst such is the case, the wants of the great
mass of the people are not supplied.

The school houses in the rural districts, may be considered good in comparison
with the dwelling houses. The eountry being mostly prairie, men can not get
together, and in a day or two, put up a “ Log School House,” and have it ready
for school, —as has often been donein Ohio. The school houses are mostly
brick or frame. They are generally finished inside according to the old plan,
however, some of them have a two by four feet blackboard.

The teachers here are mostly from Ohio and Indiana. Most of them are lively,

good hearted fellows;— generally better qualified for “ breaking and fencing
prairies,” than for teaching school. I will not say but some of them might make
first class teachers, if they designed following the business; but such is rarely
the case. The greater number have purchased land, and are teaching now sim-
ply because the severity of winter hinders them from going on improving it.
The scholars in this State, seem mostly well disposed and anxious to learn.
Many of them, with their parents, have but recently emigrated from * Eastern
States,” and appear to have imbibed that thirsting spirit for knowledge so prev-
alent there.

The materials for making good schools, are here —a majority of the people
desire them — and what is needed to secure them, is an energetic band of pro-
fessional teachers, who are willing to sacrifice ease and pecuniary emolument,
and undergo the opposition and hardships of an educational campaign.

8ALEM, Iowa, February, 1855. C. C. NESTLEROADE.

«Notices of Colleges, Bohools, eto.

Commercial College in Columbus.—Mr. W. W. Granger, late of Mansfield, has
opened the Institution announced last month: his advertisement in this number
shows the character which he intends it shall sustain.

The Grove School.— This Institution, located in Cedarville, Greene Co., which
was founded by Mr. J. A. Turnbull, and has recently been in charge of Messrs.
Amyx and Nelson, has passed into the hand of Mr. H. H. Smith and Mr. J. G.
Stetson, graduates of Bowdom College, Me. It is their intention to make it a
thorough Academic institution. We welcome them to their fleld of labor.
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PuBLIc ScHOOLS.—We were much pleased with our recent visit to the schools
of Chillicothe, Ironton and Portsmouth. All these cities have done well in the
erection of school houses; and if a liberal policy is pursued in regard to the
compensation of Teachers, their schools may be improved from year to yearm
and fully keep pace with the wants of their rapidly increasing population.

Batavia.— Early in the month of February, the citizens at a public meeting—
voted to adopt the Union System ; and instructed the Board of Education to pro—
cecd at once to classify the schools, and to call a meeting for the purpose of
voting a tax for the eréction of a suitable School House for the accommodatiom.
of all the schools.

Selected Anecdotes.

THE BoY AT THE DYKE.—It is said that a little boy in Holland was returning
one night from a village, to which he had been sent by his father on an errand,
when he noticed the water trickling through a narrow opening in the dyke. He
stopped, and thought what the consequences would be if the hole was not closed.
He knew, for he had often heard his father tell the sad disasters which had hap-
pened from small beginnings; how, in a few hours, the opening would become
bigger, and let in the mighty mass of water pressing on the dyke, until the whole
defense being washed away, the rolling, dashing, angry waters would sweep on
to the next village, destroying life, and property, and every thing in their way.
Should he run home and alarm the villagers, it would be dark before they could
arrive, and the hole even then might be so large as to defy all attempts to close
it. Prompted by these thoughts, he seated himself on the bank of the canal
stopped the opening with his hand, and patiently awaited the approach of a
villager. But no one came. Hour after hour rolled slowly by, yet there sat the
heroic boy, in cold and darkness, shivering, wet, and tired, but stoutly pressing
his hand against the dangerous breach. All night he staid at his post. At last
morning broke. A clergyman walking up the canal, heard a groan, and looked
around to see where it came from. “Why are you there, my child ¥’ he asked,
seeing the boy, and surprised at his strange position. “Iam keeping back the
water, sir, and saving the village from being drowned,” answered the child, with
lips so benumbed with cold that he could scarcely speak. The astonished min-
ister relieved the boy. The dyke was closed, and the danger which threatened
hundreds of lives was prevented.

Heroic boy! What a noble spirit of self-devotedness he has shown! A heroic
boy indeed he was; and what was it that sustained him through that lonesome
night? Why, when his teeth chattered, his limbs trembled, and his heart was
wrung with anxiety, did he not fly to his safe and warm home? What thought
bound him to his seat? Was it not the responsibility of his position? Did he not
determine to brave all the fatigue, the danger, the cold, the darkness, in thinking
what the consequences would be, if he should forsake it? His mind pictured
the quiet homes and beautiful farms of the people inundated by the flood of
water, and he determined to stay at his post or die.

Now, there is a sense in which every boy and girl occupies a position of far
more weighty responsibility than that “of the little Hollander, on that dark and
lonesome night; for, by the good or bad influence which you do and shall exert,
you may be thc means of turning a tide of wretchedness and ruin, or a pure
stream of goodness in the world. God has givensyou somewhere a post of duty
to occupy, and you can not get above or below your obligations to be faithful to

it. You are responsible for leaving your work undone, as well as having it badly
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done. You can not excuse yourself by saying, “I am nobody—I don’t exert any
influence ;”” for there is nobody so mean or obscure that he has not some influ-
ence: and you have it whether you will or not, and you are responsible for the
consequences of that influence, whatever it is.

Ax ExQUISITE STORY BY LAMARTINE—In the tribe of Neggdah there was a
horse whose fame was spread far and near, and a Bedouin of another tribe, by
‘name Daher, desired extremely to possess it. Having offered in vain for it his
camels and his whole wealth, he hit at length upon the following device, by
which he hoped to gain the object of his desire.

He resolved to stain his face with the juice of an herb, to clothe himself in
rags, to tie his legs and neck together so as to appear like a lame beggar. Thus
equipped, he went to wait for Naber, the owner of the horse, who he knew was
topass that way. When he saw Naber approaching on his beautiful steed, he
cried out in a weak voice,

“Iam a poor stranger; for tliree days I have been unable to move from this
point to seek for food. I am dying—help, and Heaven will reward you.”

The Bedouin kindly offered to take him upon his horse and carry him home ;
but the rogue replied, “I cannot rise: I have no strength left.”

Naber, touched with pity, dismounted, led his horse to the spot, and with
great difficulty set the seeming beggar upon his back. But no sooner did Daher
feel himself in the saddle than he set spurs to the horse and galloped off, calling
ont as he did so, “It is I, Daher: I have got the horse, and am off with it.”

Naber called out to him to stop and listen. Certain of not being pursued, he
turned and halted at a short distance from Daher, who was armed with a spear.

“You have taken my horse,” said Naber; “since Heaven has willed it, I wish
you joy with it; but I do conjure you never to tell how you obtained it.”

“ And why not ?*’ said Daher.

“Because,” said the noble Arab, “another man might be really ill, and men
would fear to help him. You would be the cause of many refusing to perform
an act of charity, for fear of being duped as I have been.”

Struck with shame at these words, Daher was silent for amoment, then spring-
ing from the horse, returned it to its owner, embracing him. Naber made him
accompany him to his tent, where they spent a few days together and became
friends for life.

@hitury @bl

Compendium of the Seventh Census: a statistical view of the United States;
to which are added the results of every previous census from 1790. By J. D. B.
DeBow, Superintendent of the U. 8. Census.— This is a very valuable work of
reference. Senator Chase has our thanks for a copy; and we hope that our
Senators and Members of Congress will remember the Teachers of Ohio in their
distribution of all such favors.

PER10DICALS. —The Southern Teacher, a quarto of 16 pp., was commenced
in January : it is published at Trenton, Tenn., at $1.00. Messrs. A. L. Hamilton
J. E. Bright, and W. Tufts, are Editors and Proprietors. We sincerely hope
their enterprise may succeed.

The Ia. Journal of Education, in Newspaper form, was commenced on the 8th
of Feb. It is published by W. W. Hatch, of Franklin, Ia., at "5 cents per yeur
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The avowed object of Mr. Hatch is to prepare the way for the publication, by
the State Association, of a Journal in a suitable form, and on a permanent basis.

The Racine Teacher, and Public School Advocate, is to be published monthly,
vacations excepted, by the Superintendent and Teachers of the Public Schools
of Racine, Wis. It is & quarto of 8 pp., neatly printed and furnished at five cents
per number, when five copies are ordered. :

Lyceum’s Offering, is the name of a neat quarto of four pages, published by
the Lyceum in the Public High School of Madison, Indiana.

Jtems,

Prof. W.C. LARABEE, late Superintendent of Public Instruction in Indiana,
has accepted the office of President of the Iowa State University.

Mr. P. E. SmiTH, late a Professor in the Rochester University, has been ap-
pointed Deputy Superintendent of Public Instruction for the State of New-York.
in place of Mr. J. J. Chambers, resigned.

Rev. Rurcs PATcH, of Ontario, Indiana, has been appointed Associate Editor
of the Michigan Journal of Education, by the northern Indiana and southern
Michigan Teachers’ Institute, they having adopted that journal as their Organ.

Exchange of Specimens.—Teachers and others who have specimens of Indian
relics, such as stone axes, pottery, etc., that they would like to exchange for min-
crals,—especially strontian, gypsum, or limestone fossils, are informed that a
proposition of this kind, made to M. F. Cowdery, Sandusky, O., will meet with
prompt attention.

A competent Teacher, of several years’ experience, wishes to secure a sitna-
tion in some good Academy or Union School. Inquiries may be addressed to A.
D. Lorp, Columbus.

Teachers’ Institutes.
Institutes have been or are to be attended as follows:

Jackson county, at Jackson, February 7th, four days.
Scioto county, at Portsmouth, February 15th, three days.
Clark county, at —, March 19th, one week.
Morgan county, at McConnelsville, March 26th, one week.
Tuscarawas county, at New Philadelphia, April 2d, one week.
Muskingum county, at Zanesville, April 3d, four days.
Clermont county, at New Richmond, April 9th, one week.
Athens county, at Athens, April 11th, four days.
Ashland county, at ——, April 16th, one week.
Brown county, at Georgetown, April 16th, one week.
Jefferson and Harrison counties, at Richmond, April 16th, one week.

FOURTH VOLUME OF THE OHIO JOURNAL OF EDUCATION.

The next volume will be published as heretofore, with such improvements as
the experience of three yecars has suggested. Among thess, it is the intention to
insert in each number an Engraving representing some one of the fine School
Edifices, either Public or Private, in the State.

Terms, $1 per copy. The first, second and third volumes, neatly bound, can be
had for $1.25 each. If ordered by mail, 25 cents in stamps must be included for
the prepayment of each volume. All orders should be addressed, A. D. Lorp,

Columbus, O.
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Ohio Jonrnal of Ghneation,

COLUMBUS, APRIL, 1855,

Someth Jnwal Beport of the Jgent

OF THE
OHIO STATE TEACHERS’ ASSOCIATION, FOR THE YEAR 1854.

N compliance with the suggestion of several prominent Teachers in

our own and other States, the Agent has been induced to prepare a °
Report entering somewhat more into detail than those heretofore pre-
sented by his predecessor. The movement of our Association in ap-
pointing a person to itinerate as an Educational Missionary, to labor in
those parts of the State where his services were most needed, without
reference to the prospect of contributions to the funds of the body by
whose voluntary liberality he was to be supported, has awakened a deep
interest in other States, and led to frequent inquiries in relation to the
position our Agent occupies, the duties he is expected to perform, and
the whole system of operations of which his labors form a part.

The question has frequently been asked, whether his labors are
kindly received ; and the fear that his mission might not be regarded
with favor, going forth as he did, without any official sanction, was one
of the principal sources of embarrassment felt by Mr. Andrews when
called to enter this field of labor. But the cordiality with which he was
everywhere received, the disposition manifested by Teachers and the
friends of education to cooperate with him, the eagerness with which
his advice was sought, and the readiness with which his suggestions
were adopted by school officers, soon relieved him from all apprehen-
sions on this point. To the same generous disposition, and willingness,
on the part of teachers and citizens, to second every effort for the pro-
motion of education, the undersigned is indebted for those acts of cour
tesy or hospitality which have rendered his intercourse with them a source
of unmingled pleasure.

Vor.IV, No. 4. 7
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In addition to efforts to increase the circulation of the Journal, the
time of the Agent has always been occupied in attending Teachers’ In-
stitutes and Conventions, and addressing citizens upon the subject of
education. From the first, he has q'qver offered his services, but has
rendered them when they were sought, endeavoring always to go where
his aid was most needed. The statistics of the Institutes held during
the past four years may be briefly presented thus :

Year.  Attended by the Ag’t.  Spring. Sum. & Fall,  Total. Members.
1851 1T 19 22 41 8231
1852 17 9 22 81 2824
1853 15 12 26 38 3738
1854 20 9 32 41

The uncertainty felt in the fall of 1853 in regard to a successor to
Mr. Andrews prevented several counties from making arrangements for
an Institate in the spring, and the fact that his successor could not en-
ter upon his duties till April, precluded him from attending as many in
the spring as he might otherwise have done. Still it will be seen from

the tables that the usual number have been held. The diminution of J

the aggregate attendance is attributable to various causes: among these
are the fact, that seven of the sessions were held in counties which had
never been favored with an Institute before; and, that eleven of them
were held in July and August, (only six had ever been attended in
those months in any previous year,) when the intense heat was far from
favoring a large attendance.

The regard manifested for these schools by Teachers, and the interest
felt in them by citizens, as indicated by the general attendance of large
numbers upon the evening lectures and discussions, continue undimin-
ished ; and though Ohio has probably held a larger number of Institutes
than any other State, yet such is still the feeling, that, could suitable
persons be secured to conduct them, a number equal to that of the
counties in the State, could, without doubt, be assembled during the
year 1855.

From the summary of the Institutes held during the past four years,
it will be seen that the Agent has been able to attend only sixty-nine,
and that it would require five years for him to visit every county in the
State, without attending a second Institute in any county. The fact
that it is impossible to comply with all the invitations received, and that
Teachers of experience in this work are generally confined to their own
schoole during the season for holding Institutes, renders it necessary
that many of them should be instructed by persons who have had com-

paratively little experience in conducting them. This has led to fre-
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. quent inquiries by letter for a minute description of the mode of con-

T

| ducting all the exercises in these schools, and the undersigned has been

requested by Teachers in our own and other States to prepare such a
description. To meet this demand the following sketch is presented :

The exercises appropriate to an Institute may be divided into three
general classes:

First, A review of the branches required by law to be taught in
common schools, with exemplifications, on the black-board, and other
wise, of the mode of teaching and illustrating them to the differ-
ent classes of pupils; and the methods of introducing general ex-
ercises, and giving instruction upon other subjects which should be
taught orally in all our schools.

Second, Lectures on the Theory and Practice of Teaching ; the duties
of the teacher as an instructor and an educator ; the government and
discipline of schools; and the means of securing regular and punctual
attendance, diligence in study, propriety of deportment, ete. ~ *3

Third, Evening Lectures intended to enlarge the views of Teachers in
regard to their duties and relations to their pupils and employers ; and
to awaken the whole community to a lively and intelligent interest in
the cause of education.

The instruction which it is desirable to have given under the first
class of exercises may be arranged under the following heads : first, the
English Language ; second, Arithmetic and its applications ; third, Ge-
ography, outlines of Chronology and History and the Elements of Civil
Polity ; fourth, Penmanship and Drawing; fifth, Physiology and Hy-
giene ; sixth, Vocal Musio ; seventh, Moral Instruction, the means of
cultivating the conscience, and quickening the sense of moral obliga-
tion; eighth, Mental Philosophy; and, when a portion of these have
received sufficient attention, the higher branches of Mathematics, Nat-
ural Philosophy, ete., may, with propriety, be introduced.

Under the first of these heads, four courses of lessons may be given,
viz: 1. A course of at least five lessons on the subject of Reading,
accompanied by remarks on the mode of teaching it, and exercises, by
the class, under the direction of the lecturer. 2. Lessons on the ele-
mentary sounds and the Orthography of our language, accompanied
by exercizes in the utterance of the sounds, in orthographic parsing,
and instructian upon the best modes of teaching the sounds of the lan-
guage and the correct spelling and pronunciation of words. 3. Les-
sons in Etymology, or the analysis of derivative words into their radical
parts, prefixes, suffixes, etc. 4. Lessons in English grammer and the
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gyntactical analysis of the language, accompanied by exercises in
different methods of parsing, and jinstruction in regard to the modes of
teaching this science orally to younger pupils. »

Under the second head it is desirable to have three courses of les-
sons. 1. Exercises in mental arithmetic, and instruction in the best
modes of teaching it to all classes of pupils. 2. A thorough review of
the principles of the science of numbers, including a demonstration
of the rules, and an analysis of all the operations employed. 8. The
application of arithmetio to mensuration, practical geometry, etc.

Under the third head, lessons should be given: 1. Upon mathemat-
ical geography, the use of globes, the Tellurian and Planetarium, and
the theory of planetary motion, etc. 2. Upon physical geography, the
great physical divisions of the earth’s surface, the causes of climate, of
atmospheric and marine currents, the theory of earthquakes and vol-
canoes, and a course of lessons on outline maps. 3. Upon civil geog-
raphy; including a description of the manners, customs, religion and
government of the inhabitants of different countries, to which should
be added, if-possible, something of the history at least of our own
country, and a few lessons on the science of government.

Under the head of Penmanship, it is desirable to have instruction
given: 1. Upon the mode of teaching the younger pupils to write on
slates and on the blackboard. 2. Upon the mode of teaching to older
pupils the use of the pen, and upon the culture of the eye and the
discipline of the muscles of the hand and arm. 8. Lessons should, if
practicable, be given in the principles of Linear Drawing ; and the ease
with which the art of drawing outline maps upon the blackboard and
the slate, and subsequently upon paper, may be acquired, should be
clearly set forth, and the utility of the practice, and the importance of
having their pupils acquire the ability to sketch any object at pleasure,
should be urged upon all Teachers. Perhaps there are few branches
in which Teachers are more generally deficient, and in which pupils
take less interest than in penmanship. May not this be attributed,
mainly, to the neglect of drawing in our schools ?

In Physiology, beside a definition of the science, and a general
description of the human system and its different classes of organs, it
is highly desirable thdt a simple and intelligible account should be pre-
sented of the more important vital functions, including the processes of
respiration, digestion, circulation, etc., to which should be added a
summary of the general laws of health. This is a subject of the
bhighest interest to all classes of the community, and it becomes Teach-

ers of youth to be well acquainted with the laws of \ife and health, that
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t'hey may be fully competent to instruct their pupils, and to assist them
in forming such habits as will conduce to health and comfort, and guard
them against the formation of those which must inevitably injure health
and shorten life.

The importance of vocal music as a regular school exercise is now
almost universally admitted : the practice of singing, by rote, at least, bas
been introduced into schools of almost every grade; and in nearly all
the larger towns and cities in our own #nd other States, provision is
made for instruction in the science. Henco Teachers must be pre-
paring themselves for introducing singing into their schools, since in
many places the ability to sing is, even now, regarded as one of the
essential qualifications of a primary Teacher.

The subject of moral culture and instruction is awakening more in-
terest and receiving a larger share of attention now than at any previous
time. The importance of having every department of the subject tho-
roughly understood by Teachers of every grade can hardly be over-
rated : hence the subject should receive a full measure of attention in
every Institute.

The importance, to Teachers, of an acquaintance with the philosophy
of the human mind, need not, certainly, be urged at the present day.
*“ When ignorance was regarded as a cufaneous disease,” and the
proper mode of effecting its cure was supposed to be by the application
of the rod to the affected part, school masters might be excused for
neglecting to study the laws of mind; but now, when it is understood
that no * external application of the tree of knowledge,”” no mere
¢« pouring in,”” or  foreing process’ can be relied upon in the work
of instruction or education, Teachers must endeavor to become acquaint-
ed with the nature of that wonderful agent whose powers they are
expected to develop. What is needed in the form of instruction in
Institutes is not a discussion of intricate questions, or disputed points
in metaphysics; but first an intelligible definition of the science, a
brief déscription of the nature of the human mind, and the more obvi-
ous differences between it and the material organization it inhabits ; and
second, a correct classification of the faculties of the mind, with a de-
scription of the office or function of each, of its appropriate sphere of
action, and the proper means for cultivating and developing each, of
stimulating those which are inactive, and the means of securing, in
short, the harmonious development of every faculty and susceptibility
of our nature.

After one or more Institutes have been attended in a county, and the
common branches have been thoroughly reviewed, it will be eusy \o
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introduce one or more of the higher branches at each succeeding ses-
sion, and to give more attention to the Science and Art of Teaching,
and kindred subjects.

It is not intended to be intimated that all the subjects above enume-
rated can receive attention in a session of a single week; but the
design of the writer is to indicate the kinds of exercises which may be
introduced, and thus to aid those who are not familiar with the mode of
conducting such schools in Marking out for their own Institutes such a
course as may be best adapted to their condition and wants.

In order that the Teachers of any county may avail themselves of
the benefits of such a course, or even a more extended one, it is only
necessary that, having been determined upon, it should be commenced
at the first session of an Institute and carried as far as practicable, and
resumed at each succeeding session at the point where it was suspended
at the close of the preceding, and so continued till the whole has been
thoroughly gone over. This method has already been adopted in some
counties with excellent results. From the recent report of the Jeffer-
son and Harrison Co. Teachers’ Institute, it appears that the plan
is in successful operation there. It will be readily seen that by pursu-
ing this, or any similar systematic method, the studies, and the particu-
lar topics to be introduced at each session, can be announged at the
preceding meeting, or at least some time beforehand, so that all may
have the opportunity of reviewing them meanwhile, and thus be pre-
pared to profit, to the greatest possible extent, by the instruetion pre-.
sented. The importance of the adoption of such a plan is becoming
more and more apparent from year to year, and its necessity is more
deeply felt as the demand for Professional Teachers increases, and the
number of persons who design to devote themselves to the employment
is proportionally augmented. It is confidently belioved by those who
have had the best opportunities to judge, that, if Teachers will thus
thoroughly review their studies from time to time—will furnish them-
selves with the facilities for so deing and become accustomed to take
notes of all the items of instruction given at the Institutes, and then
review these notes, and endeavor to apply in the instruction and dis-
cipline of theirown schools all the valuable ideas they acquire, that these
schools may become even more useful than they have heretofore proved.

In his efforts to awaken interest in the cause of popular education,
and to arouse the whole community to that degre of activity which its
advancement requires, the Agent has not relied upon appeals to the

feelings or the sympathies of the people, but has endeavored, by the
presentation of pertinent facts, and ascertained statizXion, to yroduce in
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the minds of all who will listen, such an abiding conviction of the im-
portance of a thorough education of all our youth, as will lead to intel-
ligent, vigorous, and persevering effort for the attainment of this end.
The plan adopted has been, previous to visiting a county, to obtain all
the statistical and other information accessible, and to present the facts
a8 clearly and impressively as possible.

Doubtless one of the principal reasons why people in many parts of
the State are slow to adopt improvements in the mode of conducting
their schools, or to make liberal appropriations for their maintenance,
is the want of full and correct information in relation to the subject.
Let the advantages of properly classified schools be clearly set forth;
let it be shown that in good Public Schools children can be more
thoroughly instructed than they have heretofore been in private schools,
at one-half or two-thirds the expense; let it be proved that the expen-
diture of money for schoolhouses and the maintenance of good schools
is one of the most profitable modes of investment both for individuals
and communities which can be made; let the relations of ignorance to
pauperism and crime be exhibited ; let the connection between intelli-
gence and that spirit of enterprise which has given to Ohio her canals,
turnpikes, plank-roads, and railroads, and thus brought a market within
a convenient distance from almost every farm and workshop, and by this
means added thousands and millions to the wealth of the toiling labor-
ers ; let it be seen that the diffusion of intelligence cultivates a desire
for purer and more refined enjoyments, and thus leads our youth from
low and groveling pursuits, vicious amusements and immoral practices,
and that the restraints of good schools, the habits of order, and obedi-
ence to wholesome regulations which they cherish have a direct tendency .
to make our youth sober, industrious, law-abiding citizens;—let these
truths be impressed upon the minds of.all our citizens, and we believe
that no town or neighborhood will be willing to be deprived of the
benefits which good schools confer.

For the purpose of aiding others who may wish to avail themselves of
the use of such statistics, but who may not have access to the sources of
information, the following Table has been compiled from the Census of
1850, and the Compendium of the same recently published. From
these statistics the condition of every county can be readily ascertained.
The column headed ¢‘ Ratio,”’ shows what proportion of the free whites
over 20 years are unable to read and write: thus, in Lawrence county
it is one in every three, nearly ; in Geauga, one in 2976; and the ave-
rage for the State is one in 14.59, or nearly one in every fourteen.
The next column indicates the rank of the county in intelligenee.
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EDUCATIONAL STATISTICS OF OHIO, FROM THE CENSUS OF 1850.

Cou~TrEs.

Total

population.

Ashtabula ..
Athens.....
Auglaize ...
Belmont....

......

Columbiana .
Coshocton ..
gra\\'ford cee

uyahoga. ..
Darke......

Guernsey ...
Hamilton. ..
Hancock....
Hardin . ....
Harrison. ...
Henry......
Highland ...
Hocking. ...
Holmes. ... .

8,2

14,616
14,920
38,718

Number Whites over 20, unable to read and write.

whites

over 20
years.

8,928
9,831
12,995
81,890
6,699
3,435

‘Whole
No.

607
360
211
162

506

145
1,178
1,375
1,354
1,404

214

357
2,468 -

1,109
875
1,991
18
694
910
266
348
320
1,932
728
640
224
590
3
799
1,369

Males.

395

1,793
369
79
1,077
19
212
510
176
147
343
163
248

1,062
162

.26

9.53
41.58

7.65
.65

828
45.81
32.70
1535

3.35

Rank
'of Co.

48
46
13
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EDUCATIONAL STATISTICS — Continued.
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Rank
of Co.

I}l’un}:})ter Whites over 20, unable to read and write:
of w. 08
cor PopTu(i:‘t}on. gﬁlﬁiﬁ' oyv::u2‘0 Wgﬁe Males. [Females.|Ratio.
i
Logan...... 19,162 | 18,626 | 8109 | 215| 94| 121 [37.71
Lorain ..... 26086 | 25,82 | 12493 | 2420 105|137 5102
Lucas...... 12,303 | 12,224 | 5953 | 392 | 210 |15,
Madison ....| 10,015 | 9937 | 4383 | 628 236 392 6.97
Mahoning .| 23785 | 23645 | 11094 | 384 Hg 209 |28.89
Marion . ... . 12,618 | 12597 | 5,372 | 308 93 [17.
Medina ... .. 24441 | 24406 | 11313 | 2111 73| 138 [53.61
Morger 0 | T | e | el Tr| i |aa
ercer ..... ' i
Miami...... 24,999 | 24,397 11:111 539 | 223|316 2061
Monroe . 28,351 | 28,282 | 11516 | 1,837 | 13| 6.26
Montgomery.| 38218 | 37,069 | 17,877 | 208 | 92 | '116 |85.94
o | e | "aoe | Uota ! 304 | oan ['ate
OITOW..... B8
guskingum 45,049 | 44,418 13?911 1,4?61 B4 952 |13.80
towa. ... . 3308 | 3307 | 1481 | 272 46 | 5.44
Paulding ...| 1766 | 1765| 765 62| 30| 32 '12.33
Perry ...... 20775 | 20,746 | 8,873 | 1,088 | 364 | 724 | 8.16
gickaway... 2006 | 20504 | 9076 | 1343\ 551 812 6.08
ike ....... 10,953 | 10,335 | 4,480 | 1,3 38
Portage ....| 24419 | 24361 | 12,032 | 174 | 79| 95 69.14
Preble..... BLT36 | 21659 | 9796 | 376 | 183 ) 103 26.05
utnam ....| 7.221| 7.210| 3,006 | 520 380 | 5.78
Richland ...| 30,879 | 30,812 | 14,063 | 175 | 72| 103 (80.36
ROSS ....... 32,074 | 30,168 | 13,802 | 2,379 | 903 | 1,476 | 5.80
Sandusky 14,305 | 14258 | 6,059 | 754 | 297 | 457 | 8.03
Scioto ...... 18,428 | 18217 | 8291 | 79| 55| 24 (1049
Seneca ... .. 27,104 | 26,953 | 11,852 | 360 ; 231 | 129 [32.92
Shelby . .... 13,958 | 13551 | 5,825 | 613 ; 223 | 450 | 8.65
Stark ...... 39,878 | 39,719 | 17.902 | 728 . 259 | 469 12459
Summit 27,485 | 27,364 | 12,960 | 744 | 232 | 512 [17.43
Trumbull 30,490 | 30,425 | 14,528 | 224 | 87| 137 |64.85
Tuscarawas.| 31,761 | 31,672 | 13,469 | 1,682 | 505 | 1,177 | 8.00
i | e 4R T e
an Wer 4, , ,009 5 3
Vinton . ... . 9,353 | 9,246 | 3,621 | 98 | 284| 705 | 3.66
Warren. ... . 25,560 | 24,958 | 11,987 | 681 | 245 | 436 (17.60
Washington .| 29,540 | 29.150 | 12350 | 1,199 | 462 | 737 |10.30
Wayne . ... . 82,981 | 32,953 | 14955 , 723 | 200 | 523 [20.68
Williams .| 8018 | 8018 | 3305 | 176 | 49| 127 1871
ood ...... 9157 | 9139 | 3860 | 17| 6| 11 [227.0
Wyandot....| 11191 | 11145 | 4913 | 300 | 126 | 174 |13.37
Totals. . . . | 1,980,329| 1,955,050] 890,838| 61,030! 22,994 38,03614.59]
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For the purpose of showing the comparative condition of our own
and other States, the following table has been compiled :

STATISTICS OF THE WHITE POPULATION OF THE UNITED STATES ACCORDING TO THE
CENSUS OF 1850.

Over 20 Yem. Number
Stats, mrc., Total, ~ Under20 :  attending
I Whole No. read cent of  School.
. &write. of.

Alabama........ 23 62,778
Arkansas........ . 30 23,350
California . ...... 17 992
Connecticut ..... 38 82,433
Delaware........ 14,216
Florida ......... - 4,746
Georgia.... .... 21 77,015
Illinois. ...... .. ‘ 181,969
Indiana......... : 220,034
Towa........... 19 ‘ 35,456
Kentucky ....... 130,917
Louisiana . ...... 32,838
Maine........... 185,941
Maryland ....... 60,447
Massachusetts. ... 220,781
Michigan...... .. ‘ ‘ 105,754
Mississippi .... .. 12 48,803
Missouri...... eee ‘ 95,245
New Hampshire. . 88,148
New Jersey...... 11 89,775
New York....... 10 687,874
North Carolina .. 31 100,591
Ohio.......... .. 12 512,278
Pennsylvania . ... 498,111
Rhode Island . ... ' 28,359
i 27 40,293
146,130
19,369
92,152
4 109,711
56,354
6,103
207

New Mexico ..... 25,085 466 .,
Oregon ......... ‘ 1,875
tah....... .... 11 15 2,035
Totals .......... 19 4,063,046

Native .ecec..... 1,31 ....... 7

........ 1 ORI

Foreign.........

In speaking of the facts exhibited above, the superintendents of the
census remarks : ‘‘In New England, so admirable is the school system
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and so deserving of all imitation, that only one person in every four
hundred, of the native whites over twenty years, is incapable of reading
and writing. In the south and southwest the number is one in about
twelve ; in the territories one in about six; in the slaveholding States
one in twelve ; in the non-slaveholding one in forty ; and in the whole
Union one in about twenty-two.”

«The proportion of pupils to the whole population has increased large-
ly (since the census of 1840,) in the several sections. The proportion
for the Union has increased from 13.189 to 20.14 per cent. In conse-
quence of the large influx of foreigners, the whites over twenty who
can not read and write has increased in every section, and in the United
Btates from 8.77 to 5.08 per cent. The proportion of foreign illiterate
is twice that of the native.”

The statistics of the counties in our own State are presented without
comment : it is highly important that all who feel an interest in the
cause of education should be familiar with the real condition of our
people, with facts in view of which they should labor. It is hoped that
teachers, editors, and the friends of education generally will use them
to arouse the whole community to the necessity of effort to prevent the
increase of ignorance among us.

The Agent has been greatly indebted to the School Examiners in
most of the counties visited for their active cooperation with him and
the teachers in efforts for the improvement of schools and teachers.
These officers have in a large number of counties, engaged in the dis-
charge of their duties with a very commendable spirit. By the thorough-
ness of their examinations they have induced many who were incompe-
tent to withdraw entirely from the employment of teaching, and thus to
leave to others than those “ who can not tgach and will not learn,”” the
vork of instruction; while by their judicious management, they have
indicated to others who, though desirous to do well, were deficient in
some branches, the course they should pursue in order to fit themselves
thoroughly for their work.

The convention of School Examiners held just before our annual
meeting, marks a new era in our history, and if its meetings are con-
tinued as contemplated they must result in great good.
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From the facts here reported and others equally well known, it is
confidently believed that the Public Schools in our towns and cities are
in successful operation ; that they are accomplishing the work for which
they are sustained. So far as is known, the people, in nearly every
instance, pay the taxes for their support cheerfully, being satisfied that
they receive full equivalent for the money thus expended.

The Common Schools throughout the State have been more success-
fully conducted during the past, than during any preceding year: the
evidences of this fact will be found in the Report of the Commissioner
soon to appear.

Among the indications of progress during the past year may be
named, the inauguration of a gentleman, long distinguished for his ser-
vices in the cause of popular education, to the presidency of one of the
oldest and best endowed colleges in the State; and the election of a
successful professional teacher to the place of Superintendent of the
Public Schools of our largest city; the organization of systems of Pub-
lic Schools in Bellefontaine, Steubenville, Athens, Bainbridge, and sev-
eral other towns ; the redrganization of their schools on & larger scale
. in Tiffin, Findlay, Hamilton and Republic; the erection of valuable
buildings in Toledo, Bellefontaine, Piqua, Zanesville and Newark ; the
experiment of a Scientific Institute continued for three weeks ; and the
introduction of Teachers’ Institutes into some six counties in which they
have not before been held.

. In concluding his report, the undersigned would return his sincere
thanks to his fellow teachers and the friends of education, for their
hearty coSperation with him in the labors he has been called to perform ;
and would indulge the hope that the coming year may bring a much
larger measure of prosperity to our schools, and of progress in the cause
of education, than any which has preceded it.

Respectfully submitted, A. D. Lorp.

Endotoedy Institutions for Females,

NUMBER I.

Their importance is underrated. That the importance of a higher de-
gree of mental and moral culture for females, than is given in our pub-
lic schools generally, and the consequent importance of endowing In-
stitutions for that purpose is underrated, is asserted in full view of the
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facts of the case, — the greatly increased, and constantly increasing, at-
tention to, and interest in, public schools, the liberal and enlightened
public sentiment and State policy whose benign influence is beginning
to be felt throughout our land, the multiplication of Union and Normal
Schools, Academies, Female Seminaries and Colleges. These facts do
indeed tell a pleasing tale; they tell us that the community, the coun-
try, is awaking to the importance of general education ; but they do
not tell that the community is yet sufficiently awake on the subject of
male education even, while other facts tell us plainly, that the commu-
nity is yet asleep on the subject of female education. God grant that
it be not a sleep that knows no waking.
It needs no proof, that, in the sight of Him who made them both,
man and woman are alike precious, and the highest cultivation of all
the faculties and powers with which He has so richly endowed both
must be pleasing to Him. He would never have given them powers of
mind so nearly equal, and yet differing, with the design that the pow- ‘
ers of the one should be highly cultivated, and those of the other but
partially so, or not at all. The possession of any faculty, of body or
mind, ¥mplies its use, its discipline.

To woman herself the possession of a highly cultivated intellect, a
well stored mind, a refined and correct taste, power of thought, and lo-
gical reasoning, are as rich a boon as to man. She is as quick to ap-
preciate and enjoys with as keen a relish, the advantages which flow
from such possession. She imparts to others, from her store of knowl-
edge, with as great, yea greater facility, and she feels as deeply, as
man, when deprived of the means of mental cultivation. !

To the race, her education is, if possible, of greater importance than
is that of man, for by her is the race educated. To say nothing of that
principle in our nature, in obedience to which, the mind of the child is
the reflection, as in a mirror, of the mother’s wind ; during all the long
days and nights, the weeks, months and years, of infancy, childhood
and youth, the mother is incessantly stamping, with an indelible im-
press, upon the mind of the child, each line and feature of her own
character, whether religious or irreligious, moral or immoral, highly
intellectual or the reverse. Give us mothers properly trained, physi-
cally, intellectually and morally, and they will give us sons with heal-
thy bodies and sound minds, — with native intellect, such that they
can and will base upon it an education such as man needs, to make
him ¢ruly man, to fit him for that héadship for which his Creator de-
signed him. Nor is this all. 'Woman was made to be the companion

8
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of man— ‘& help meet for him.”” This she cannot be, in the highest
and best sense, while greatly his inferior in mental discipline and far-
niture. In order to be & ‘“meet,”” or suitable companion, and truly a
help for him, she must be able to participate with him in the pleasures
which he finds in his studies and his favorite pursuits, as well as cook a
favorite dish or superintend the work of the kitchen. There has been
a vast deal of senseless talk, in these latter days, about ‘‘woman’s
rights;”” and while I most firmly believe that woman has been and is,
most deeply wronged by the modern would-be advocates of her rights,
I as firmly believe that she has certain * inalienable rights’ of which.
she has hitherto been virtually deprived ; among which are the means
and opportunities for acquiring an education, in the highest and best
sénse of that term; an education not in all respects alike, but in all re-
spects equivalent to that of man; and differing from his, only to be the
more perfectly adapted to her peculiar circumstances and sphere in life.
It is this right, the tmportance of which, we claim is underestimated.
If, then, the thorough education of the male, and the like education of
the female be of equal importance, both call, alike, for the sympathy
_and aid of a benevolent public ; and if this sympathy and aid be given
to the one, while its importance is not overestimated, if withheld from
the other it is proof positive that sts importance to the latter is under-
rated. And now what are the facts in the case? There are in the
United States one hundred and nineteen Colleges, forty-four Theo-
logical, thirty-seven Medical and eight Law Schools, and all these
two hundred and eight, (or nearly all,) are endowed, many of them
liberally endowed, supplied, generally, with able Faculties, suitable
buildings, large libraries and good apparatus. The money thus invested
amounts to many millions of dollars, and all this, be it remembered, is
for the education of males, after leaving the Publie School, and A cade-
my. Through these schools, females are allowed an equal chance with
males, but beyond these she receives little or no aid from the charitable
public. For her there are very few endowed Institutions, and even
these few are so slightly endowed as scarcely to deserve the name. In-
deed the subject of higher female education is regarded as of so little
consequence, that I look in vain for statistics respecting this class of
schools. Surely here is evidence sufficient, that the importance of Fe-
male Education is underrated throughout the country ; and the State of
Ohio offers no exceptions to this. There are in‘Ohio at least twelve
Institutions, deserving as well as bearing the name of College, beside
perhaps as many more styled Colleges, seven or eight Theological Se-
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minaries, and four Medical Schools. All these are established, endow-
ed and sustained wholly or in part by public charity ; and all this is for
Ohio’s sons, exclusively. Has Ohio done anything commensurate with
this for her daughters? Nothing. She has not invested for the edu-
cation of her daughters as many thousands as she has hundred thou-

sands for that of her Sons. These things ought not so to be.
GRANVILLE FENALR SEMINARY. 8. N. 8.

PROFESSIONAL.

The Study of Bofuny,

How wonderful are the phenomena of life and death in the vegetable
world! A few months since, the numerous tribes of plants instinct
with life, inhabited every valley, plain, and hill, every pool and shore.
The glorious robes of vegetation clothed the whole face of Nature.
But all this is past. Perished are those glowing forms of life and
beauty. Those leafy robes now lie abject, sordid, and rotting, and the
forests are naked, brown and silent.

Language like this is the common-place of sentimental writers, and
oqually common is the poetry which celebrates the revival of floral
beauty in Spring. The sadness which we naturally feel for the decay
of those lovely creations which late animated the face of dead mineral
matter, is alleviated by our confident expectation of their resurrection
at hand. But let the light of all experience in regard to the renova-
tion of the plant be shut out from our minds,—should we then look
for the resinimation of those interesting forms again? Should we dare
to hope that those desolate fields and those naked forests would ever
again wave with such a sea of verdure? Such a hope would be
regarded as altogether unreasonable. But it is even so. A few
weeks will realize this annual miracle of nature. From every clod of
earth, from every mouldering log, every twig of the forest spray, glow-
ing forms of life will come forth, and none will welcome them with
half so much delight as the intelligent botanist.

After the examination of our first Spring flower, Erigenia bulbosa,
the Blood-root will next afford an easier task ; and the Spring-beauty
and Anemane will be also readily traced by analysis to their respective
abodes in the grand system. Then comes the task ! when May and
June crown every copse, hedge and shade with multiform and innumera
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ble blossoms. Swiftly must the student fly from flower to flower if he
_would keep pace with nature. But this he must and will do, or he is
no botanist worthy the name ; and little credit will be due him, if at
the end of his Summer studies he has not two hundred species recorded
in his catalogue of local plants, and half as many duplicates in his
herbarium.

Among our native plants which most sorely try the patience and
skill of students in our Class-Book are the following: Dentaria
diphylla, Laciniata, &c., (Tooth-root) of the Order Crucifers,
adorning our woods in April and May, have leaves of so dubious a
character as often to deceive the student. These are radical, with long
stalks, alternate (as in the Crucifers generally), but often wanting
when the plant is in flower. Those leafy appendages on the stem
(bracts) are usually opposite ; but to avoid error in analysis we must
regard these plants as alternate-leaved.

. Jeffersonia diphylla (rheumatism-root), opens its large white flowers
in April. The true character of its leaves is perplexing. Although
generally regarded as radical, and binate, yet the more obvious view of
them is adopted in our ‘ Synopsis;”’ viz: that the leaves are opposite,
a single pair surmounting each radical stalk. By this somewhat arti-
ficial construction of its leafy character, a specimen of this fine plant
will lead the student directly to the Order Berberidacize.

Leontice thalictroides, of the same Order, with greenish flowers
opening in June, requires a similar interpretatien of its leafy character.
Regarding its leaflets as opposite leaves, there is no difficulty in tracing
this plant also to the Berberids. A change in our ‘‘Synopsis”’ which
would obviate the necessity of this artifice is, however, desirable.

Sedum termatum, a well known, prostrate, thick-leaved, May-plant
of our woods, requires, also, a little artifice, for its ready analysis, on
account, perhaps, of an imperfection in our tables. The Natural
Order Crassulacese, to which it belongs, has in general the character
of distinct ovaries; yet in some of its genera the ovaries are more or
less united. In Sedum the ovaries are scarcely distinct, nor yet
scarcely united, and this latter view (ovaries compound) is adopted in
our Synopsis. Observe also that the central flower, which is 5—parted,
the others being 4—parted, is the one regarded in the analysis of the
genera.

Meconopsis diphylla, of the Poppyworts, rough-leaved and with
golden yellow flowers, appearing in May, can scarcely be said to have
spinous leaves with us, although such is the character generally
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ascribed to it by authors, and too hastily adopted in our analysis of the
genera.

These are all the species known to me at present which require any
artificial interpretations in order to guide the student correctly through
our Synopsis of the Natural Orders: while a thousand other species
will conduet him unerringly through the intricate windings of analysis,
each to its own place in the great System of Nature. Should other
difficulties occur in the experience of our readers, we are always grate-

ful for their criticisms or suggestions.
CoLLEGE HILL, March 26, 1855. . ALPHONSO WOOD.

Singing in  School,

There is too little attention paid to the matter of singing in the
schools in most sections of our country, and particularly in those of the
West. In fact, in a large number of our schools it is entirely neglect- -
ed. This is all wrong. Children should be taught to sing as early in
life as they are taught to read. Not only at home, but at school also,
is the place for such training. And the school, indeed, is the better
place : there they can vie with each other in learning and singing ap-
propriate pieces; and these very exercises are a stimulus to more vig-
ornus exertions in learning their other lessons.

Every experienced teacher is well aware that the greatest difficulty
in teaching arises from the scholar’s not being interested in his studies.
Whatever, then, may tend to awaken in the mind of the scholar, such
an interest as his progress demands, is worthy of our attention.

It is too common an occurrence in the experience of a teacher to
require proof, that scholars sometimes appear to have fallen into a kind
of mental apathy — into a dormant state, from which it is almost
impossible to arouse them. Yet in order that they should receive any
benefit from their attendance at school, they must be shaken out of this
lethargic condition — they must be aroused from their stupidity, and
be led to take an interest in whatever they are engaged in, and to desire,
to understand what they are pursuing. Singing exercises are a great
aid in effecting this. Therefore regarded only in the light of an incen-
tive to study, and as a means of procuring an interest in the ordinary
pursuits of a school, such exercises should be introduced.

In all schools they should be connected with the opening and closing
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exercises of each day. And in the lower and primary schools, both in
the forenoon and afternoon sessions, a short time should be appropriated
~ to the singing of interesting pieces, and to the proper instruction, which
naturally accompanies such exercises. In the higher schools, once or
twice a week, one hour, at least, should be devoted to instruction in the
rudiments of vocal music and in singing exercises.

When properly conducted these exercises expand the chest and
strengthen the lungs: they give the scholar a better command of his
voice, and a fuller and more perfect intonation; and therefore whether
he engages in reading or speaking, he can do it more effectively and
with greater success.

Besides there is a great satisfaction to every individual in being able
to sing and to understand music. It is a mistaken idea altogether that
a person can not learn to sing. And yet how often we hear individuals
saying : ‘‘ How I do wish I understood music. I would give anything
only to be able to sing, it would be such a pleasure! But I can’t learn
if Iiry.”

““ But I can’t learn if I ¢try ;”’ entirely wrong ; every person endowed
with only ordinary capabilities can learn to sing. There is a musical
germ implanted in the mind of every individual, and it is only from
the fact of not permitting it to develop itself, that the person does not
become a singer. All individuals can not probably become good
singers, or the best judges of musical perfomances; yet they can arrive
at such a degree of attainment, that they will be interested, not only
in listening to, but also in participating in such exercises. The reason
.that there are so many persons who are not able to sing, arises from the
fact of their not having been properly educated. The harmonical germ
with which they have been endowed by their Creator, has been sufferod
to die from starvation and a lack of attention.

The vocal organs should be among the very first to receive attention.
As in Italy and Germany, so our children should be taught to sing as
early as they are taught to read. The two should go hand in hand up
through the different grades of childhood and youtlr to maturer years.

And it is an argument in support of this position that there appears
to be an inseparable connection between the finer and better feelings of
one’s nature, and the development of an interest either to listen to, or
to participate in musical exercises.

“* There is in souls a sympathy with sounds,
And as the mind is pitched, the ear is pleased
With melting airs or martial, brisk or grave,
Some chord in unison with what we hear

Is touched within us and the heart replies’
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From my own observations and from the statements of other teachers,
I believe that singing is a great element in the government of a school.
It draws forth the better feelings of the scholar ; it rounds ahd smooths
the rough corners of his nature, and imbues him with a higher respect,
and with a greater love for his teacher. But here perhaps a difficulty
arises in the minds of some teachers, in regard to the capability of im-
parting the requisite instruction in this department. There need be no
difficulty, for every teacher of ordinary talent and acquirements, (and
if there are any not having this amount, they have most certainly
greatly mistaken their calling,) can with a very little exertion so
acquaint himself with the simpler rudiments of vocal music, as to be
able to impart the necessary instruction. Because they have thus far in
life neglected the subject, is no reason why they should continue to do
80. Whan a person has learned all it is proper for him to learn; and
his desires of knowledge have become sated, his mission certainly must
be accomplished, and it is, then, full time for him to make his exit from
the earth.

Socrates even in extreme old age learned to play on musical instru-
ments. Cato when eighty years old thought proper to learn the Greek
language ; and Plutarch when between seventy and eighty commenced
the study of the Latin. Nothing of the kind, whatever the period of
life, is impossible for a person of energyand indomitable perseverance.
And such a person the teacher should be; and such the successful

teacher is. F. M. D.
mfmr'n HieHE SCHOOL.

Wy School.

My heart sank within me as I entered the darkened, low room in one
of our growing western cities, which was for a time to be my home.
Bcore after score, even unto six score children, looked to me with up-
tarned faces, as their teacher. I felt my noble resolutions of self-sacri-
fice and honorable independence tremble at the task before me. A mist
was gathering in my eyes,—a fluttering sensation at my heart palsied
my tongue as I looked upon the accumulated filth, disorder and insub-
ordination, from which I was to mould system, neatness, order and dis-
cipline. I felt the missionary spirit kindling within me, but the flesh
faltered. Qloomy visions of aching toil,—of unflinching exertion,—of
chastened hopes and of final failure loomed before my morbid senses
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and for a moment checked my enthusiasm in the reformation I was
about to attempt. But only for a moment,—I felt the inspiration of
necessity,~~the utter want in my own mind of active, practical employ-
ment, and I recognized the good Providence which had assigned me
this difficult task that my energies might be developed, or perhaps that
I might learn my own true resources for self dependence.

T was inexperienced,—I had been unused to difficulties, but I now
found myself compelled to grapple with a new and untried fate, even
while my inner heart was freshly bleeding from the dread visitations of
death and misfortune. My spirits were depressed,—my courage was
faint. I had hitherto sported with beautiful theories, but lacked the
true practical knowledge which alone could preserve me from the certain
contempt which would be cast upon me should I fail to renovate and
transform my youthful charge. Slowly and despondingly I commenced
the irksome task of classifying and regulating the little ones, over whose
uncombed heads and dulled eyes had shone the light of not more than

- a half-score summers, and some even had completed only half tkat num-
ber of years in their allotted probation. I had a beautiful, finished
model in my own head of what a school ought to be, but I found it
confused and indistinct, when attempting to shadow it forth into a living
substance,—into a visible, practical reality. Its general plans I could
discover, but its outlines escaped me,—its invaluable details formed but
a useless accumulation of miscellaneous rubbish, which might have been
inestimable in its place and with proper arrangement, but to me was
valueless. I vainly endeavored to study out my necessities and provide
for them,—I grasped at every idea which I could torture to my relief,
but, alas, the days were rapidly passing,—my scholars were losing while
their teacher was thus bewildered by perplexity and doubt. I had not
studied the machinery of school-teaching,—I had been dreaming away
the golden spring-time of my life, when I might have been seeking to
penetrate the mysteries of mind, and learning to touch the remote springs
by which they are developed.

I now fully saw my weakness and my wants, but was too proud to
seek counsel of those who would despise my ignorance, and I plodded
on. I foundIhad hardened natures to soften,—moral icicles to melt,—
gelfish ignorance to enlighten,—thoughtless indifference to arouse,—
careless profanity to check, and headlong insubordination to subdue. I
felt that I must have full and instantaneous control over each little devel-
oping mind before me, but the means to gain this end were utterly beyond
my limited vision. I tried a variety of experiments, none of which
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proved expedient. I told them of right and wrong, their relations and
oconsequences ; I endeavored to win their hearts by kind words ; I tried
the virtue of the rod, but in mad mockery of my hopeless efforts, disor-
der still reigned supreme. I sought to inculcate industrious habits and
awaken latent ambition,—my wise maxims and fine speeches seemed
wholly wasted. I knew that stern military discipline ought first to be
established, but I either had not the research to ascertain or the time to
investigate its numberless details. I attempted to hear my listless class-
es amid the confusion,—the half-subdued chattering and noisy mischief
of unrestrained children, but I could not satisfy myself with their pro-
gress or my own annoyed feelings. I grew nervous, anxious and irrita-
ble. Every sensation and emotion in my whole nature seemed sharp-
ened even to a keen edge. I endeavored to struggle bravely against
the growing evils and trials of my position, but in vain. I grew faint,
weary and discouraged. I explored the shallow depths of my ingenui-
ty and the confined limits of my experience, but found nothing at all
calculated to meet the exigencies of the case. My school was not im-,
proving,—I had been wickedly experimenting and felt that I had sig-
nally failed. My self-confidence had been dealt a death-blow and I was
thoroughly astonished at my own imbecility. I knew that many others
had done and could do all that was required of me, and I deeply felt that
the precious immortals before me needed better care and better training
than T had given them or could give with my present acquirements in the
art of teaching, and I dare not keep them from better influences. I saw
that even in such a school, no knowledge could come amiss,—no hard-
earned discipline of mind or firmness of purpose,—no skillful philoso-
phy or learned ethies could be out of place in its management. I felt
that to rouse every young mind from its lethargy and lead it to enter-
prising action, needed a genius and power which can only be obtained
by pursuing study and wellimproved experience. I sought to be re-
signed, but could not think calmly of the contemptuous or compassion-
ate glances of those who had been more successful than myself. There
could be no escape,—I must be a living martyr to my own ignorance
and weakness. I resolved to endure, and and seek to retrieve my er-
rors by forcing all the energies of my mind into this one channel. I
gave up my school, feeling infinitely profited and chagrined by my sad
experiences, and when I shall have made another attempt, I shall rejoice
again to record my danger, suffering and success.
CLEVELAND, Dec. 1854. - ——
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MATHEMATICAL DEPARTMENT.

JOSEPH RAY, CINCINNATI, EDITOR.

SOLUTIONS TO QUESTIONS PUBLISHED IN THE MARCH NUMBER
OF THIS JOURNAL.

P
Questron No. 9. Solution by Omzea.—

Let P be the given point, B the Yine, and
—Bl___ FEAC the circle. With any point, as A as
center and B as radius, describe an are, inter-
secting the given circle at C; join C and A.
From the center of this chord erect a perpen-
dicular to the center of the circle O ; and with
A OH as radius and O as center, describe a circle.
From the point P, draw a tangent line to this

circle, which will be the secant required.
EN_

No. 10. By R. W. McFarrano.—Let x and y = the numbers ;
then zy =1,and Yz—y+ Vi—yg==z;0r Yo— : 4 V1—l==
Transpose and square the equation, z = 2%—2¢ Y1—.-41; or

(22—z) —2eY1—1-41=0. Extract square root.
V2 _z=1
22—z=1; =413 Y5—y, the reciprocal.

No. 11. By A. A. KeeN.—at 41922 —400 =0. Divide by
z—2, and we have 234 2z 442 4200 =0; hence x—2 = 0;
z=2. - ’

By Horner’s method : 23 4222 4~ 4z 4 200 =0, gives z =—
6,342, second root, nearly. Dividing by x 4 6,342, 28— 4,342 |-
81,536,964 = 0. Whence = = 2,176 + v —26,801.

Several solved this equation, to find one root as above, which is all
that is required, yet it is thought a solution obtaining all the roots will
be acceptable, though Horner’s method be used.

AckNowLEDGMENT.—AIl the questions were solved by Bowlder,
Delta, Gamma, Goldrick, A. A. Keen, R. W. McFarland, Omega,
A. Schuyler, M. C. Stevens, John Taylor. A. A. Keen sent three
or four very pretty solutions to No. 9. From the tone of the letters

received, it is evident the interest in this department is increasing.
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QUESTIONS FOR BOLUTION.

No. 15. By BowLprr.—Produce the base of any equilateral trian-
gle till it is doubled ; draw a line from the extremity of the part pro-
duced, through the vertex of the triangle, to a perpendicular erected
upon the other extremity of the base. Prove that the distance on this
line, between the vertex of the triangle and the perpendicular, is equal
to the radius of the circle described about the triangle.

No. 16. By A. ScruyrLer.—Find in terms of the radius, the alti-
tude of the segment of a circle, the area of which is one-third of the
area of the circle.

~ 22— 8'Vz
No. 17. By ApspEcTUM.—Given —————— 4 V'452—16 vz =
: Vz

3¢z -
e and /z+ V8(y— vz) —d=y+1. Tofindzandy.

No. 15 is an old but interesting proposition. It was the prize pro-
position at Yale College, in 1840. ‘¢ Adspectum’’ proposes an old
equation, more formidable in appearance than in solution.

SCIENTIFIC.

ABSTRACT FROM A METEOROLOGICAL REPORT, KEPT
AT GRANVILLE FEMALE SEMINARY.

BY 8. N. S8ANFORD.

Showing the mean temperature, the maximum, minimum and range,
and the depth of water (rain and melted snow), of each of tha three
‘winter months of the last six years, together with the total depth of
snow of each of these winters.

January. February.

. ! : i 5 . Total
b3 P} o |® . o = .
°Ell 2 1.1 wi" sl 8o & 3x
cH e
Eel|l 2 258|158 =z 2|52 8¢
3.4 1134.7° 56°| 5°[51° 4.4 |[32.3° 84°—7°(71° 2.7 || 37 inches.
33(133.8 59 | 2 [57|1.1|[10. 67 |20 |47 61| 11
: 811257 63 |-15(68 | 2.5([34.8 58 14 44 3.7| 37 ¢
‘14.5([34. 62| 7 |55 /1.6((34. 57 |5 |52 5.4) 14 «
2.6 (20.8 61 |-3 |64 ;2.8 |[36.2 63 | 8 |55 2.3( 17 «
i1.9((32. 62| 7[65:2.8(/22.9 |47 |3 |4 19| 2¢ «
‘4.4 |l31.6 62 |-15l77 (2.5 1133.4 167 |7 | 74 8.7 23 mean
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From examination of this table it will be found that the mean tem-
perature, the maximum, the minimum and range of temperature, depth
of water and depth of snow during the entire winters were as follows :
viz—

1849-50. Mean 32.4. Max. 64. Min. -7. Range 71 Depth of water 10. 5 Snow 37.

1850-51. 35. 67. « -2, 10.5. ¢« 1L
1851-52. « 29.8. « 62, “-15 « 17 “ 7. « 37
1852-53. « 355, ¢« 62, ¢« 5. ¢ 55, “« 215, ¢« 14
1853-54. ¢« 334, « 63. « -8, * 66. « 79, 0« 1.
1854-55. “ 29.1. ¢ 62, “ 3. ¢« 59. “ 6.6, ¢ 24

It will be observed that the winter just passed had a mean tempers-
tare below that of any of the five preceding winters, notwithstunding
its first two months each had a mean .4° nbove the average of the six.
And, although the past has been the coldest of the six, its minimum
temperature was above that of four out of the five preceding. Febru-
ary of 1855 had a mean much below that of any other month during
the past six years. Less water has fallen during the last winter than
during either of the others; and, although we have had much more and
better sleighing, only two-thirds as much snow has fallen in 185455 as
fell in 1849-50, or as in 1851-52.

Anstoers ty @uestions on the School Fato,

BY THE COMMISSIONER OF COMMON S8CHOOLS.

QuESTION 87. — Sub-district No. —, is composed of parts of three townships.
The clerk of the township in which one of the parts of said sub-district is situat-
ed, neglected to make a separate return of the number of youth of school age
residing in such part, and the board of education of said township have refused
to pay any thing toward the support of the school in said fractional sub-district.
What is the proper course to be pursued under the above circumstances ?

ANSWER. — By sec. 16, of the school act, it is provided that, when a sub-dis-
trict is composed of parts of two or more townships, the board of education of
that township in which the school house is situated, shall have the control and
management of the school; and the boards of the adjoining townships so con-
nected for school purposes, shall contribute their share of expenses of every

- kind necessary to sustain said school.

If any of the boards of the townships so connected for school purposes, refuse
or neglect to furnish their share of such expenses,the board having the manage-
ment of such school may enter suit against the defanlting boards as provided in
sec. 65. or compel them by & writ of mandamus to perform the duties which the
]aw enjoins upon them.

The fact that the clerk of the township in which one of the parts of said fraction-
al sub-district is situated, did not make a separate return of the number of youth of

school age residing in said part does not release the board of education of said
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township.from its obligation to pay a part of the expenses incurred in sustain-
ing the school in said fractional sub-district. Where a township clerk has been
thus negligent of his duty, the local directors should ascertain by the best evi-
dence in their power, the number of youth residing in each part at the time the
last enumeration was required to be taken, and communicate the result to the
several boards of education of the townships from parts of which said fractional
sub-district is formed. And the number of youth so ascertained to have been
residing in each part at the time of taking the last previous enumeration, will
determine the share of expenses which each board is legally bound to contrib-
ute towards sustaining said school.

The mode in which the affairs of a fractional sub-district are managed in
those counties where township boards of education are well posted up in regard
to their duties, is as follows, to wit: The board of the township in which the
school house is situated, annually determines by estimate, as nearly as practic-
able, the amount of money necessary to be expended in said fractional sub-
district for fuel, repairs, prolonging the school after the State funds have been
exhausted, and for all other purposes connected with the establishment or main.
tenance of said school. Italso determines fiom the last enumeration of youth of
school age, residing in each part, the share of expenses necessary to be incurred
for the purposes above stated, which each board is required to provide according
to the provisions contained in sec. 16. The clerk of the board having the man-
agement of said school, then certifics said shares to the clerks of the boards of
the other townships so connected for school purposes, and each clerk then
returns to the county auditor for assessment, the share which sec. 16 requires the
board of his township to provide.

QuEsTION 88.— The local directors of a sub-district in —— township employed
a person to teach their school for the term of four months, at thirty dollars per
month, if he taught the school without the aid of an assistant, but if an assist-
ant became necessary, then he was to reccive twenty-eight dollars per month,
Near the end of the second month, an assistant was employed, who agreed to
teach the remainder of the term for eight dollars. At the close of the school the
local directors gave the principal teacher a certificate for $120, with the under-
standing that be should pay the assistant $8. But the clerk of the board of eda-
tion refused to draw an order on the township treasurer for the $120, in favor of -
said principal teacher, on the ground that the assistant had obtained no certifi-
cate from the board of school examiners. The question submitted is, how shall
said assistant obtain payment for his services as aforesaid ?

AxswER. — In sec. 45, of the school law, it is declared that no person shall be
employed in any primary common school, unless such person shall have first
obtained from the board of examiners, or any two of them, a certificate, etc.; and
in sec. 24, itis provided that the clerk of the board of education may draw orders
on the township treasurer, for such amount as may have been certified to be due
any teacher, by any two of the local directors of the sub-district in which sach
teacher was employed, on his presenting a certificate of qualification, and de-
positing with said clerk a true copy thereof.

The provisions of the school law above referred to, are as applicable to the
case of an assistant, as to that of a principal teacher, and must be strictly complied
with, before the clerk of a board of education can legally draw an order on the
township treasurer for the whole amount certified to be due to both assistant
and principal.

In the case submitted, there seems to be no mode of providing funds to pay
said assistant for his services in said school, unless it be done by = vo\untary
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contribution on the part of those who employed him, or who shared in the
benefit of his services. B

QuEsTION 89.—Can the teacher of a sub-district chool legally emter suit
against the local directors for the non-payment of his wages as such teacher?

ANSWER. — By sec. 6, it is made the duty of local directors to employ teach-
ers, and by sec. 7, to negotiate and make, under such rules and regulations as
the township board of education may prescribe, all necessary contracts in rela-
tion to providing fuel for schools, repairing, building or furnishing school
houses, etc.; and by the last clause of the same section, the township board of
education, in their corporate capacity on the part of the sub-district is made
responsible for the performance thereof.

By the first clause of sec. 22, the township board is annually required to deter-
mine by estimate, and certify the same to the county auditor, the amount of
money needed for the purposes above stated, and also for the purpose of prolong-
ing the sub-district schools after the State funds have been exhausted. By the
last clause in sec. 24, they are required to make provisions for. continuing the
schools in operation in their respective townships, for at least seven months in
each year. By sec. 11, the township board of education,—not the local directors,
—is declared to be a body politic and corporate in law, and as such capable of
contracting and being contracted with, suing and being sued, pleading and being
impleaded, in any court of law or equity in this State, etc.

From the foregoing provisions, it is quite obvious that local directors can not
be held responsible for the performance of any contracts which they may nego-
tiate and make in relation to the employment of teachers, or for any other pur-
poses legitimately connected with the schools under their charge, so long as
they act in obedience to the rules and regulations prescribed by the board of
education, and keep fairly within the scope of their anthority, for the plain rea-
son that the school law has not vested them with any power of providing the
means for the fulfillment of their contract. But the local directors, like other
agents may render themselves personally liable by acting illegally, or by trans-
cending the anthority vested in them by the school law, and going counter to the
general rules and regulations prescribed by the township board of education.

The remedy of a teacher when he is not paid for his services according to the
contract negotiated and made with him by the local directors, is by suit against
the township board of education. -

QuUEsTION 90.— A teacher was employed by the local directors in a sub-dis-
trict in —— township, for the term of three months. .He held no certificate when
he was hired, nor did he obtain one till a few days before the expiration of his
term. Having made out his report in due form at the close of the school, the
local directors gave him & certificate in the usual form, of the amount due him
for his three months’ service; but the township clerk refused to give him an
order on the township treasurer for the whole amount certified to be due him
as aforesaid. What is to be done in this case ? Is the clerk justifiable in refu-
sing to give theorder? Is the teacher entitled to wages for the full term ? There
are many such cases in the county, and they are creating a deal of trouble.

ANSWER.— In sec. 24, it is declared that the clerk of the board of education
may draw an order on the township treasurer in favor of a teacher, on his pre-
senting two certificates, one from the local directors, of the amount due him for
services rendered, and the other from the board of school examiners, of his
qualifications in regard to moral character and learning. Nothing contained in
this section of the law, forbids the clerk to draw the order for the amount certi-

fled to be due, when the certificate of qualification is granted after the school
has commenced.
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Baut in sec. 45, it i3 declared that no person shall be employed as a teacher in
a common school, unless such person shall have first obtained from the board of
examiners the proper certificate. This injunction relates to the local directors,
Similar prohibitions are to be found in the school laws of other States; but in
no case, it is believed, have these prohibitions been constyued or enforced so
strictly as to allow no teacher payment for services rendered before obtaining
his certificate of qualification. A reasonable exemption from the literal re-
quirement of the law has generally been granted to meet contingencies or casu-
alities beyond the control of the teacher. The first and most obvious intent of
this provision of the law is, that none but fully competent teachers shall be em-
ployed, and the second is, to prevent that culpable negligence on the part of
many teachers, in postponing their examination till near the close of their
terms, and thereby subjecting the examiners to the painful alternative of depri-
ving many of them of their wages, or of granting them certificates, although quite
destitute of the requisite qualifications. Hence in the State of New York, it has
been declared by a legislative enactment, that no teacher shall be paid for services
rendered more than one month prior to his obtaining a certificate of qualifica-
tion. Some lenity of this kind is manifestly proper, but it should not be granted
in cases of inexcusable negligence, or for the mere purpose of giving the teacher
time to prepare for the examination, which is quite too often the case.

It may sometimes happen that local directors are not able to procure a teacher
until near the time when it is desirable that the school should open; and then
there may be no meeting of the board of examiners for a month, or the teacher
may be prevented from presenting himself for examination by sudden illness
or some other casualty. Afterwards, however, he obtains a certificate of the first
order, and teaches an excellent school. Certainly it is not the design of the
provision of the law under consideration, to deprive such a teacher of the recom-
pense justly due for his valuable services; and, that too, solely on account of a
few weeks of unavoidable delay in presenting himself before the examiners. A
just and reasonable construction of the law would seem, therefore, to require
that township clerks should draw the orders referred to in sec. 24, for the
amount certified to be due a teacher, when his certificate bears date but a short
time subsequent to the commencement of the term for which the teacher was
employed, and, provided also, in all cases, that the delay of his examination be
satisfactorily explained. Where, however, the delay appears unreasonable, and
it is not satisfactorily accounted for, it would be quite proper for the clerk to
withhold the order, and refer the matter to the township board of education ;
and should they direct the order to be given, the clerk would be legally bound
to obey ; for, according to sec. 24, the disbursement of all school funds are sub-
ject to the order of the board with no other limitations than those which the
law imposes.

The decision, then, is, that if the local directors of a sub district employ a
teacher contrary to the provision contained in sec. 45, and he obtain a certificate
before the expiration of his quarter or term, the township clerk may draw the
order for paying him, if the certificate was obtained within a month after enter-
ing upon his duties; otherwise, the case should be referred to the board of edu-
cdtion for their direction ; and they may legally direct the order to be given for
tke whole sum certified, by the local diiectors, to be due the teacher, or for such
part as in their sound discretion, may be considered reasonable under all the
circumstances of the case.

H. H. BARNEY,
Commissioner of Common Schools.
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The length of the Report and the number of the articles of immediate interest
must excuse the usual variety in the Portfolio for this month. After this we
shall hope to have to have an opportunity for a greater variety than it has
been possible to give in any number since the annual meeting.

The Wisconsin Journal of Education was commenced in January last; it is
published monthly, in quarto form, at $1.00 per year. George S. Dodge, Julia A.
Viers and J. Sutherland are Editors and Proprietors, to whom all communications
may be addressed, at Janesville, Wisconsin.

The fourth number of the Delaware School Journal, for February, 1855, has just
come to hand: from it we infer that it was commenced in December last, but this
is the first number received. It is edited by a committee: Mr. A. H. Grimshaw,
Agent. Price, $1.00 per year.

The Minutes of the first session of the Indiana State Teachers’ Association,
have been published in a neat pamphlet. Rev. W. M. Daily, D. D., of Blooming-
ton, is President; Rev. C. Nutt, of Centreville, first Vice President; Geo. A. Chase,
of Rushville, Recording Secretary; E. P. Cole, of Evansville, Corresponding See-
retary; B. L. Lang, of Indianapolis, Treasurer, and Prof. G. W. Hoss, of Indian-
apolis, Chairman of the Executive Committee.

ScuooL Booxs.—Cornell’s Primary Geography, forming part first of a sys-
tematic scries of School Geographies. By S.8. Cornell. New York: D. Ap-
pleton & Co., 1855. A very neat quarto of 96 pages, well worthy of the examin-
ation of teachers.

Hooker’s Physiology. —Human Physiology : designed for Colleges and the
higher classes in Schools, and for general reading. By Worthington Hooker, M.
D., Prof. in Yale College. New York: Farmer, Brace & Co.. 1855. A fine duo-
decimo of 424 pp., copiously illustrated: it contains many thmga worthy of
notice.

Elements of Geometry and Mensnmuon By James B. Dodd, A. M., Professor
of Mathematics and Natural Philosophy in Transylvania University. New York:
Farmer, Brace & Co., 1855.

Elements of the German Language, based on the affinity of German and Eng-
1ish, with exercises, reading, conversation, paradigms and dictionary. By Elias
Peissner, (Grad. Phil.,, Munich,) Prof. of the German Language and Literature in
Union College. New York: Farmer, Brace & Co., 1855.

Intellectual Arithmetic for American Youth, on the Analytic Method. By
James Marvin, A. B,, Prof. of Mathematics in Alfred Academy and Teachers’
Seminary, Alfred, N.Y.: Lyman Allen. New York: D. Appleton & Co. Buffalo:
Phinney & Co., 1854.

Jtems,

Mr. 8. S. GREENE, Superintendent of the Pablic Schools of Providence, R. I.,
has been appointed Professor of Natural Philosophy and Civil Engineering, in
Brown University.

Mr.J. B. HARRIS, late Teacher of the High School Department in New Lisbon,
has heen appointed Superintendent of the Union School at Wellsville, in place
of Mr. W. McLAIN. resigned : Salary $650.

Mr. C. 8. RoYCE, the Agent of the State Phonetic Association, has removed
from Plymouth to Huron, Erie Co., Ohio.

Mr. DANIEL S. POTTER, of Mount Sterling, Ky., wishes to dispose of the Sem-
inary property in that place. The Institution has been in successful operation
for a number of years. Address the Proprietor as above,
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COLUMBUS, MAY, 1855.

DEATH OF DR. BAY.

For the first time in the history of our journal, we are called to
mourn the death of one of its Editors. Dr. Ray has left a wide field
of usefulness, a position, in which all the sympathies of his excellent
heart found full play, and to whose duties all the energies of his mind
were cheerfully and earnestly devoted, for a higher sphere of effort and
enjoyment. He died of consumption on the mormng of the 16th of
April, in the 48th year of his age.

His health had not been firm for some time, and once or twice during
_ the last two years he had been brought near the grave, by an exacerba-
tion of the disease which has long been preying upon his system. At
the commencement of his school year, early last autumn, having taken
measures to derive the utmost benefit from the preceding vacation, he
returned to his post in better health than usual, and, at the annual
meeting of our Assoeiation in Dec. last, he appeared in his wonted vigor,
and took part in our deliberations with his usual interest. As he
reported the Resolutions referring to the services of Samurr Lews,
and Nataan Guinvoro, then recently deceased, and most feelmgly
added his personal testimony to their worth and distinguished services,
who of us thought that at the next semi-annual meeting we should be
called to perform the same service for him ?

‘With reference to the connection of Dr. Ray with the State Teach~
ers’ Association, it is unnecessary to speak, especially to those who
have been accustomed to attend its meetings. Having, before its exis-
tence, been an active member of the Western Literary Institute and
College of Professional Teachers, he early connected himself with our
Association, and, it is believed, he has not been absent from its meet-
ings except when prevented by his health or other unavoidable con-

tingencies.
His high mtellectual worth, the urbanity of his manners, and his

Vou. IV, No. 5. s
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devotion to the cause of education, in the promotion of which his life
has been spent, are widely known ; but the amiableness of his dispo-
sition, the purity of his heart, the blamelessness of his life, and the
sincerity and depth of his piety were best known to his most intimate
associates.

The following Obituary is copied from the Cincinnati Gazette :

¢ Doctor JoserH Ray was born in Ohio county, Virginia, November
25, 1807. His father, though of English descent, was born in Ire-
land, but in childhood came to this country. His mother was born in
Chester county, Pa. They early settled in Ohio county, Va., where
were born Joseph and their nine younger children.

Joseph was studious even in boyhood. At sixteen years of age, he
commenced teaching, to procure the means of acquiring a better edu-
cation ; all the while pursuing his studies, under difficulties that would
have discouraged one not inspired with a genuine love of knowledge.
He went a long distance on foot, carrying with him his books to enter
Washington College, Pennsylvapia. Afterward he left that Institution,
and again taught. Subsequently he entered College, at Athens, Ohio,
and again took up, and pursued with success, the collegiate course.
In 1828, he came to Cincinnati, and immediately commenced the study
of medicine, at the Ohio Medical College, where he graduated asa
Doctor of Medicine, and soon after became a Surgeon in the Commer-
cial Hospital. In October, 1831, he became a teacher of the Wood-
ward College, in the preparatory department. In 1834, he became the
Professor of Mathematics in that institution, in which position he remain-
ed till the Woodward College gave place to our present Woodward
High School, over which he was elected to preside in September, 1851.
This institution bears the impress of his genius and character.

For the last five or six years of his life, he wus President of the
Board of Directors of the House of Refuge, to which as to everything
it which he engaged, he gave unremitting attention, and his good influ,
ence will not soon be forgotten by the friends and managers of that
excellent institution. ‘

As early as the year 1834, he commenced the preparation of his
Mathematical Works for publication, and from time to time, wrote and
published three treatises on arithmetic and two on algebra, and at his
death, had in complete preparation for publication, another and higher
work on arithmetic. His published works have had a wide circulation,
and their usefulness has been long appreciated, ad gratefully acknowl
edged by teachers and pupils throughout the country.
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Professor Ray has long borne a high and useful part in the promo-
tion of science and education in the West. 'With a mind quick, and of
great earnestness and power, and indomitable perseverance, he mastered
what he attempted, and infused his own energy into others with whom
he was connected. His death will awaken sorrow in the hearts of many
now in high and honorable positions, whose minds have received their
tone, and much of their power from him. If it be the mark of a
great mind to be able to give form, direction and force to other minds,
and prepare his pupils for great actions, then was Professor Ray a
great man ; and if to have devoted a life-time of energy and incessant
labor, all to purposes most useful to his age and country, denote a good
man, then was Professor Ray a good man, and entitled to be remem-
bered with affection and regard, by his cotemporaries, and by those
who are to come after him.”’

At a special meeting of the Union Board of the Cincinnati High
Schools, the following Resolutions were unanimously adopted :

Resolved, That in the death of Dr Joseph Ray, the Principal of the Woodward
High School, this Board recognize the loss of the mind whose genius and char-
acter have been distinctly and permanently impressed upon the Academic and
High School education of our city, and whose influence both as a teacher and an
author, has been long felt and gratefully acknowledged throughout the country.

Resolved, That in common with the numerous pupils whose minds have been
moulded by his mind for honorable and useful positions in life, with the pupils
yet in the schools who are still enjoying the fruits of his faithful labors, and
with all lovers of sound learning and true science, this Board mourns the loss
of Professor Ray.

Resolved, That in his death the community has lost not a scholar merely, but &
decided and efficient friend of his kind—a truly good and great man.

Resolved, That this Board deeply sympathize with the afflicted family of the
deceased, and that they be presented with a copy of these resolutions.

The faneral services were attended on the 18th ult., by a large number
of citizens : the School Board resolved to attend in a body, the Alumnal
Association of the High School passed a similar resolution, and the
High Schools, and all the senior departments of the Public Schools were
dismissed to give the pupils and teachers opportunity to attend.

In the removal of Dr. Ray, we feel that the cause of education, and
especially our Public Schools have sustained a great loss. As he had
for many years held a high rank as a Professor in Woodward College,
it was natural that he should have a strong attachment for the class of
Tnstitations in which his own education was obtained, and in whose
honors his highest ambition had been gratified: hence it was not till
some years after the opening of the Hughes High School in Cincinnati,
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that he began to feel a desire to become identified with the great Pub-
lic School System of the State. A short time before Woodward Col-
loge was suspended to give place to the Woodward Public High School,
he visited the Free Academy of New York, and the Public High
Schools of several other Eastern cities, and became fully satisfied of the
grandeur and the importance of the great system of which such High
Schools form the crowning excellence. The interest thus awakened in
his own mind, and the consequent influence he exerted with the Trus-
tees of the Woodward Fund, was doubtless one of the principal causes
which led to the application of this munificent bequest, the largest of
the kind ever made in Ohio, to the work of free public instruction.
‘We shall probably never forget the enthusiasm with which, at our first
interview with him, after the above named visit, he stated that he had
““ become a convert to the Public School system, and that henceforth he
had no higher wish than to live and die in the cause of free public
education.”

By the unéxpected death of our friend and fellow-laborer, We are
reminded, not only that we may soon be called to follow him, but while
we live there is more left for us to do. May we heed the warning, and
while we cherish his memory, forget not to emulate his pure and inspir-
ing example !

Envotuey Instittions for Fenmles,

NUMBER II.
THERE 1S A DEMAND FOR THEM.

Were there no demand, ¢. e., were there no considerable number of
females awake to the advantages of high intellectual and moral cultiva-
tion, then might be raised, with some show of reason, the question of
propriety or expediency of establishing and endowing, on a liberal scale,
Institutions for the education of females. But such is not now the case.
A very large number of females, in the State, are awake to this subject,
and are exerting every power of body and mind, to secure the means
necessary to prosecute their studies in unendowed, and hence expensive
schools. Others who have no need to exert themselves to secure the
wmeans, and perhaps would sooner dispense with the advantages, than to
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avail themselves of them at such a cost, nevertheless have parents or
other friends who regard the Jest educational advantages as indispens-
able, and gladly supply the means.

Of the former class there are—no one knows kow many; the writer
knows, from his own correspondence, that tke number is great, and that
among them are found many among the most promssing in our midst,
—young ladies of sterling worth, of brilliant intellect, of high-toned
moral and religious principle ; some of them from the best of families,
now in reduced circumstances, all without the means, but eagerly de-
sirous to fit themselves for usefulness, in whatever field they may be
called to labor. Shall these plead in vain for assistance? Shall they
be allowed to wear out their strength, their youthful energy, their very
life, in the ill-requited toil of the district school room, in the vain hope
of saving enough, from their scanty earnings, to pay their necessarily
high bills at a private boarding school, or at some other unendowed In-
stitution of high order? Shall they be left to struggle, single handed
and alone, till discouragement or loss of health drives them to the
abandonment of their cherished design? or shall private individuals, so
situated as to know the condition and the earnest desires of this inte-
resting class, be left to render them assistance to the full extent of, yea
beyond, their means, and then sigh as the writer has, (and doubtless
many others have,) a thousand times, for the means to assist all such ?
Or, rather, shall not philanthropie, Christian men, shall not the Chris-
tian Church at once awake to her duty, and provide Institutions of the
highest order, so endowed that such young ladies may enjoy their advant-
ages free of expense, or at rates which will place them within their
reach? She must do this. She cannot afford to lose such treasures as
these. She cannot longer neglect her duty to these her worthy daugh-
ters, and to those whom they would benefit, without incurring the dis-
pleasure of her exalted Head. He came to earth on a mission of love
and benevolence, and he expects his followers to act upon these same
principles and by every suitable means to further the great work which
He came to commence.

Of the other class—those who have the means and desire to avail
themselves of the advantages of the very best schools, schools in which
no expense is spared to provide all that can enhance their value and at-
tractiveness,—of this class, there are many in Ohio, many who annual-
ly go, or are sent, at a great outlay of money, to some Eastern school.
In this way, without doubt, from one to two hundred thousand dollars
are year by year carried from our State and expended for what we might
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better have at home. The two classes of young ladies should by o™=
means be educated together. Both are losers when educated apart=x
Each needs to be brought in contact with the other. KEach by thi: &
means, must acquire more correct views and impressions of themselve e=
and of others. The one would learn the usages and refinement of pcw
lite life ; the other would learn that there is something more to be de=wm
sired than wealth and fashion. One would learn not to look down ugy—_
on others because they are poor, the other would learn not to look vame
to others because they are rich. Both would learn that there is a Aiga -~
er and fruer standard of worth than wealth, and to try themselv-mm
thereby. .

GRANVILLE FEMALE SEMINARY. 8. N.8.

-

PROFESSIONAL.

School Gomernment,

The object of every government should be to benefit the governed.
The Teacher should endeavor to convince the pupils that the regulations
prescribed are for their mutual advantage. He may often govern more
effectually by example than by precept; may govern others by governing
himself.

If the Teacher can succeed in deeply interesting the pupils in their
Studies, and furnish them ample employment for their time, his work
in government will usually be easily performed. When violations of
good order do occur, the punishment should be sufficiently severe to
render a frequent repetition unnecessary. The milder the punishment
the better, provided it is sufficient to secure obedience and prevent a re-
currence of the offense.

All should feel that <“Order is Heaven’s first law,’’ and that every
infringement, of the moral or physical law, is attended with its punish-
ment. And while the teacher is endeavoring to enforce obedience in
others he should not forget that he too, is ““‘under authority’’ and should
80 consider his ways as to obtain the reward of ‘‘well done,” and enjoy

the approval of Heaven in an approving conscience.
CINCINNATI. w.
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Gnglisy Grammr,

This subject, as it is commonly taught, presents, perhaps, more
Obstacles in the way of the learner than almost any other branch of
study. This is not so strange, however, when we take into considera-
tion the magnitude of the science. It embraces the whole range of
English Literature, so far, at least, as it has a bearing upon the correct
expression of thought, and the development of those elements of our na-
ture which furnish the material or ground-work for sentences and dis-
course. And much less is it to be wondered at, that such a dislike fo,
it has obtained so universally among learners, and that such poor suec-
cess attends the efforts of teachers, when we take into consideration the
fact, that foew teachers indeed understand thoroughly the nature of this
science.

I propose, in a few brief articles, to give a mere outline of my method
of teaching it, hoping that some, at least, of my brethren, may derive
profit from my experience.

It is said above, that it is a comprehensive science; (or rather it is a
acience and an art ;)+and we may add, that in studying it, generally a
beginning is made in the wrong place. Of this I have become pretty
woll satisfied from the nature of the case, as well as from actual experi-
ment. Now it behooves us, if a science is very complex and compre-
hensive, having various grades, and these adapted to the internal devel-
opment of corresponding faculties of the mind—as the science of lan-
guage evidently contemplates—to be exceedingly cautious about the
proper place of beginning—about the very firat step, (for this often de-
termines the future success of the pupil,) and not less so in the suc-
ceeding ones.

It is not reasonable to suppose that a child would make very rapid
advancement in arithmetic, for instance, if, instead of acquiring a
thorough knowledge of the properties of numbers, and the primary ope-
rations to be performed by them, he should, in the first place, try his
gkill in the extraction of the square or cube root, or in the combination
of numbers so as to form ratios, proportions, progressions, etc. So in
reading, (which, by the way, should be made an introduction to English
grammar:) so in geography: so, in fact, in every other science ; and
hence =0 in English grammar. But contrary to the usual method of
introducing the young into the mysteries of other sciences, the child
wishing to pursue this branch, in many instances—yes, in most instan-
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ces—is put upon the study of technical grammar, before any considera-
ble knowledge of the use of words and of sentences—and hence, of the
use of grammar—is acquired.

Now this knowledge, spoken of above, is just‘as necessary in the
case of English grammar as it is in any other science; and indeed, I
think more so, from the fact that it is exceedingly complicated in its
detail ; and unless its object is rightly understood at the outset, it is too
apt to prove a source of great perplexity to the learner. And the error
of putting children npon the study of technical grammar, before this
knowledge is acquired, is no less detrimental to their future growth in
knowledge, than it would, be to require them to take their first lessons
in arithmetic, in geometrical progression. A child, it is true, may learn
to say “A noun is a name of any person, place or thing ;”’ (as it is fre-
quently recited,) and, *“a verb is a word that signifies to do, to be, to
suffer,” and so on with the whole routine of parsing ; and so he might
learn to say that ratio is the relation which one number bears to another ;
and that the ratio of 5 to 40 is the same as that of 7 to 56 : the product
of the means is equal to that of the extremes in a proportion ; or that
the product of the square roots of two numbers is equal to the square
root of their product ; and yet in both cases be as ignorant of the true
tmport of what he says as though he had been taught to repeat the same
in Hebrew.

Now we venture the assertion here, with the intention of taking it up
at some future time, that the analysis of sentences should be taught, to
some extent, before the parsing of words, as parts of speech. This can
be done to the best advantage in the reading classes. Indeed, that
exercise is not complete without such analysis. But of this, at another
time.

Many teachers, however, in the case of English grammar, content
themselves with mere syntactical parsing, and pride themselves upon
the ability to give every rule in the grammar—commencing with num-
ber one, and passing on in consecutive order to the 85th (Kirkham):
and also upon the ability to parse any of the ten (?) parts of speech,
(when in fact there are only eight to parse;) while the great principles
that lie at the foundation of our language, are as little understood by
them, as the principles of Euclid are by the untutored savage. Henoe
it is that many grammarians (?) in their use of the language, possess no
more fluency, no more ability to arrange their thoughts into correct
sentences, and these sentences into well-arranged discourse, than the
merest tyro; and in fact, are often outstripped by those who make no

e
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pretensions. And in giving instruction to their classes, the ultimatum
appears to be to enable them to chatter through the same ‘‘order of
parsing,” with scarcely ever the slightest variations from the stereotyped
‘“ order,”” except in case of mistakes, and then they are speedily set in
‘¢ order’’ again by the teacher.

The scholar, therefore, that has the greatest ability to memorize, is’
the favored one, and bears the palm in the grammar class, when in fact,
he may be as destitute of ideas on the subject, as a schiool-master’s purse
is of gold.

Now this method of parsing, though good enough in its place, when
properly conducted, is only dne of at least four or five other methods,
any -one of which is equally important and necessary; and some indeed
stand far above it in point of practical utility to the learner.

I will now merely name theso different methods of analysis, with a
view of taking them up separately hereafter, and showing their utility.

First then in the list, we may name higher analysis, which consists,
first, in a correct delivery of a sentence or paragraph ; second, in giving
the author’s meaning, rendering verse into prose if need be, and ar-
ranging all transpositions into their natural order; third, in showing
whether it is simple or compound, if compound, what structure ; fourth,
in showing the nature or quality of each member of the whole; fifth, in
showing the rank which each member sustains in respect to its fellow
members ; and lastly, in naming the elements which compose the sen-
tence as a whole, their nature and class, and the elements which form
the several members. This may be denominated the analysis of senten-
ces, aud, as will be shown hereafter, it holds the highest rank in the
scale of parsing; and may be regarded as the one most important and
. useful.

The next step, after the sentence has been thoroughly analyzed, on
the foregoing plan, is common parsing, of the details of which we need
.not speak. It is generally better understood than any of the others.

The next in order would be the etymological analysis or parsing. This
has for its province the discussion of the nature of words, as simple or
eompound, primitive or derivative: also of the nature of radicals,
whether separable or inseparable, and of prefixes and suffixes, whether
changeable or unchangeable, eto.

The next and last may be denominated orthographic parsing. For
the sake of brevity I have made this department embrace two methods,
viz: the orthographic and the phonological ; the one having reference
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to the characters representing sounds, and the other to the sounds
- themselves. The two, however, may very well go together, since both
exercises may be conducted at one and the same time.

Another kind of analysis might precede this last, were it not feared
that the system would appear too complex, viz: syllabic parsing : hav-
ing reference to syllables, accent, primary and secondary. This, how-
ever, may be attended to in connection with the last named methdd, or
may be made a separate matter, at the option of the teacher.

It will also be observed that no mention is made, in the above, of
punctuation or of versification. These, however, more properly belong
to synthesis and prosody than to analysis.

Now I regard all these methods of analysis as indispensable to the
study of the language ; and he who neglects any one of them, falls just
g0 far short of making himself thoroughly acquainted with the English
language. Then there are other exercises in construction and re-con-
struction, hinted at above under the head of synthesis, which, to say the
least, come in for a large share of time and attention, and which are
just as necessary in order to make good grammarians, as the various
exereises in analysis. Hence it will be seen, that it is not possible to
make grammarians in a few weeks, or even months; but that it requires
years of patient study.

Hence also will appear the utter futility, and absolute absurdity, of
attempting this by merely teaching one department, or rather one exer-
cise—viz: parsing words. As well attempt to make a mathematician

- by teaching him addition only; and indeed some of our modern gram-
marians present an appearance scarcely less ludicrous, (if we may be
allowed to judge of their proficiency from their eonversation and pro-
ductions,) than would a mathematician thus taught.

Therefore, since the science of English grammar is a comprehensive
one, and since an exercise in all these methods is necessary in order
fully to comprehend it in all its detail; he who gives his attention to
one, or perchance to two of these, is just in that proportion a grammarian.
If he has been accustomed merely to parse words syntactically, he may
be regarded as one-sixth, one-fifth, or perchance one-fourth of a gram-
marian. If he has given attention to two or three of these methods, he
may be regarded as a still larger fraction of a grammarian; but never
as a grammarian, until he has given attention to all of them.

O. WesLeyan Universiry, March, 1855. Jonx OcGDEN.
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SCIENTIFIC.

The Sovinedl Fight,

One of the most interesting subjects of the heavens is the Zodiacal
light; which, as it is, in this latitude, but rarely seen, and but im-
perfectly understood by the professed astronomer, is almost never ob-
served, and not at all understood by those who have not made this im-
portant department of science their special study. A brief statement
of facts respecting this interesting light, may be both entertaining and
instructive to the general reader. In making this statement I shall
draw chiefly from works of Prof. Denison Olmsted, and through these,
from Dominique Cossini and M. Fatio.

Difficulties in the way of observing.—Among these are the fol-
lowing :

1. “The comparatively few nights in the year, when, in our climate,
the sky is cloudless, and the atmosphere sufficiently clear to afford good
observations on a light so feeble and diffuse.”

2. “The low angle which the Zodiacal light makes with the horizon
for the greater part of the year, while it is visible.”

3. The presence of the moon, and sometimes of Venus, or Jupiter,
or both these planets.

Position.—As its name indicates, it is in the Zodiac. It is seen in
the morning, before day-break, in the eastern sky, in that part of the
heavens where the sun is soon to make its appearance, and in the even-
ing in the western sky, where the sun has just disappeared. In both
positions it is seen in the form of a pyramid, with its base toward the
sun, and its body inclined slightly to the ecliptic, or to the sun’s appa-
rent path; its vertex being a little above the ecliptic.

Best time for observing.—The Zodiacal light may be best observed
in’ the clear evenings of March and April. It may be seen also in the
morning, before sun rise, and in the evening, in the months of Septem-
ber, October, November and December; though not distinctly visible
in the eastern sky before the middle of September, nor in the western
sky before the twenty-first of November.

Tts Motions.—The vertex of this pyramidal light will be seen to move
along in the order of the signs of the Zodiac, from the middle of Sep-
tember, to the latter part of October; and at about tho same rate as
the sun; from this time till the middle of November, it moves slower
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and slower, becomes stationary, and then retrogrades with respect to the
sun. ““As the sun advances in the ecliptic, while the light appears
nearly stationary, the elongation on this side continues to diminish, as
well as the dimensions and the illumination, until early in January, af-
ter which it is scarcely seen in the east until August.”

Iis Elongations, from the 21st of November to May 10th, may be
seen from the following table of observations :

November 21st, Morning, in East, Elongation 90 Degrees.

6 3 26th, s € 1 00 6
Decgmber 2nd, “ “ « 110 u“
o 18th, Evening, West, ¢ 120 “
s 21“, 3 3 [ 90 €
[ 28th, [ € 6 7 5 s

January, light very diffusive and ill defined.
February, 7th, Evening, - West, Elongation 75 Degrees.
March, 20th, . s “ 60 s
April, light very diffusive.
May, 1st, Evening, West, Elongation 60 Degrees.
. 10th, .« 6 6 57 6

Length.—1If the elongation of this light were just 90 Degrees, it is
evident that it must reach from the sun to a tangent to the orbit of the
Earth at the point of observation, . e., its length must be greater than
the radius vector of the Earth’s orbit. But its elongation is sometimes
seen to be 120 Degrees, and therefore it is evident that its vertex ex-
tends far, far, beyond the Earth’s orbit. But this is not all ; the
elongation is observed both mornings and evenings, ¢. e. on both sides
of the sun, and hence it is probable that its length far exceeds the di-
ameter of the Earth’s orbit. 300,000,000 of miles may be regarded
as a low estimate of its length.

Its Form.—A great difference of opinion exists among astronomers,
respecting its nature and form. Some suppose it to be an atmosphere,
surrounding the sun, in the form of a double convex lens, with the
sun at the centre. As we look at it edgewise, and see, at one time,
only Aalf, 1. e. the portion which is on one side of the sun, it appears
like a pyramid, having its base at the sun, A line drawn from the
apex of the pyramid on one side of the sun to the apex on the other side,
would be perpendicular to the sun’s axis and would lie in the plane of -
his equator ; hence it is inferred that the Zodiacal light revolves with
the sun on a common axis. Olmstead supposes, on the contrary, that
this is a nebulous body, not enveloping the sun, but revolving around
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it; that its periodic time s commensurable with that of the Earth, ‘“so
a8 to perform a certain whole number of revolutions while the Earth
performs one;”’ that it lies across that part of the Earth’s track which
the Earth reaches about the 13th of November; and that the shooting
stars, or meteoric showers, seen at that time, are the nebulous particles
of the Zodiacal light which come within the Earth’s atmosphere.

GRANVILLE FEMALE SEMINARY. 8. N. 8.

MATHEMATICAL DEPARTMENT.

SOLUTIONS TO QUESTIONS PUBLISHED IN THE MARCH NUMBER
OF THIS JOURNAL.

Question 12. Solution by F.
B. Downes.—Let ABC be the
triangle, AD the perpendicular,

and E the center of the base.
Leg. Book IV, Prop. XIV ,
yo v CAB? 4 AC? = 2AE® -} 2EBS.
(1) Book IV, Prop. XII, AC? = AE? — 2EC X ED - EC?, or
AF? = AC2 — EC? 4 2EC X ED. Substitute in eq. (1), observ-
ing that EC = EB, and reducing AB? — AC? = 4EB X ED, or
(AB 4 AC) (AB — AC) = 2EB X 2ED = BC x 2ED, or BC

:AB-4+ AC:: AB—AC:2ED Q.E.D.

No. 13. By Bowiper.—In the equation, 3 /5 Fz+3Va —=
=6,letatxr=13sanda—z=d Then3y;+3y7=6. (1)
Cube the equation s+ 33 ¢/37 + 83y ;m +d = 216; or s+
82 /3 (s8 + di) + d = 216. Substitute equation (1) s 4 18
3 yed + d = 216,0r183 Jza — ;2 = 216 — 2a. Cubeboth sides

. ,216 — 2a 216 — 2a, 3
a® -_—2 = ( )

___._._)3 z=a®— (__
18 18

No.14. By M. C. Srevexs.—The equation z# — 823 -- 12a% 4
84x — 63 = 0. Maybe written z* — 8% 4 16a® = (4a? — 12z
+ 9)7. Extract sq. root, 2* — 4xr = 4~ {7 (2c—3). Transpose
2 — 2 (2 4 Vi)=43 V7...z= 24+ v+ Vﬁi V7.

AockxowrzpamenT.—All the questions were solved by Bowlder, F.
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B. Downes, R. W. McFarland, Gamma, Adspectum, A. Schuyler and
M. C. Stevens. James Goldrick, W. H. Lapham, George Newton,
Lewis Norton, and Emma, solved the 12th.

QUESTIONS FOR SOLUTION.
No. 18. By Gamma.—A ship at sea came in sight of two islands,
one bearing north, the other west. After sailing N 25° W 8 miles the
ship was equidistant from the islands ; and after sailing 3 miles farther in
the same course, she was in a line between the islands. 'What was her
distance from the islands when they were first seen ?
No.19. By ApspecruM.—The sum of the sides of any equilateral
triangle is less than the sum of the sides of any other triangle with the
same altitude and base.

2
No. 20. By Bowrpee.—Given z 4+ —— = ¢/z 6 {71 to find

Vz
« by Quadratics.
11z gz—1
No. 21. By M. C. Srevens.— GQiven 4 — = to
8 =4 vVFF=s
find .

Correspondents furnishing questions, will please accompany them
with their own solutions, when they can do so.

All communications for this Department should be addressed,
“ Math. Dep’t. O. J. of Ed’n., care of F. W. Hurtt, Cincinnats,
O.,” until farther notice.

THE USE OF GEOMETRY IN THE SOLUTION OF NUMERICAL
’ PROBLEMS.
Exampre 7. Givena—z:z::¢: d—uz, to find 2.
SovrurroN.—Represent the numbers a, ¢ and d by the straight lines
AC, BD and BE; and represent z by the equal lines AB and EF.
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Then AC—AB : AB :: BD : BE—EF. L E K
Hence BG = BH (Leg. 2, 1) ; for BG is the

rectangle under the extremes, and BH is the F c
rectangle under the means of the proportion. | o
To HD apply DN = MK ; then since HD = B '
ML we shall have DO = LK ='AC, a given H——

line. To each of the equals, BG and BH, add
BM, and we shall have CM = MD. Therefore
MO = AK, a given area. And OF 4 FM, the
sum of the adjacent sides of MO, is equal to
OE, which is obviously a given line. The side
MF (= AB) may therefore be found as in ex- N0

ample 3. '

CarcuraTioN.—Let @ = 90, ¢ = 25 and d = 60. Then the area
MO=AK=AC XCK=a Xd=90 X 60 =5400; and OE =
OD+4 DB+ BE =a-4-c+4d =904 25460 = 175 = the sum
of the adjacent sides. From these data, the length of MF, or of its
equal, AB, the representative of the required number 2, will be found
to be 40.

ReMARK.—As the problem given in example 3 is auxiliary to the
solution of the present problem, so will the present problem be found
to be auxiliary to the solution of the problem which I purpose next to
present. All the infinite variety of problems, whether numerical or
geometrical, producing equations of the first and second degrees, are
solved by the aid of a limited number of problems which may be ex-
pressed as proportions involving a single unknown quantity. The aux-
iliary problems may all be reduced to the four following fundamental -
forms: 1st. x:a::b:¢c. 2d. z:a::b:2. 8d. afz:d::c:2.
4th. a—=x:b::c:2. The present problem, for instance, was re-
duced to another in which the area and the sum of the adjacent sides of
a rectangle were given to find the sides. Now, if the extremes and
means of No. 4 be multiplied together, we shall have (a — ) = = be,
where the given number a expresses the sum of the adjacent sides of
a rectagle having a given area, bc. The present problem was therefore

reduced to one of which the proposition No. 4 expresses the conditions.
LANCASTER, O. JOHN WILLIAMS.
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MISCELLANEOQUS.

3 Botanic Garden,

As the Trustees of Farmers’ College, College Hill, have appropriat-
ed twelve acres of their beautiful grounds for the establishment of a
Botanic Garden, for the promotion of the science of Botany, I deem a
brief notice of the enterprise not unworthy the attention of the readers
of this Journal. The tract so appropriated is beautifully located within
the precincts of the college, and eminently suited to such an object.
The surface is greatly diversified by a crooked ravine, by plains and
slopes, by a sinking spring, a natural bridge, and a sylvan lake. It is
a portion of the one hundred-acre lot which constitutes the experimental
and model farm of the said College.

The true idea of a botanic garden has never yet been realized, at
least as a public institute, in these Western States. This idea, we
believe, is well understood by the Principal and Directors in the agri-
cultural department of this college, and they have the means and are
fully resolved on carrying it out into practice. This is the plan: To
assemble in this one tract, under such varied conditions of soil, heat,
light, moisture, etc., as the cultivation of each requires, every species
of plant growing on the American continent, not rejecting, meantime,
any that may be offered from foreign lands.

As no species is to be chosen merely on account of its floral beauty,
50 none are to be rejected for the want of it. The Flora of different
and distant regions are to be here represented truly, by the humble or
the despised weed, as well as by the gay flowers and the lofty trees.
Such was the aim of Bartram, that pioneer of American botany, in
founding his famous garden near Philadelphia. Such also was the aim
of the founders of the Cambridge Garden, belonging to Harvard Uni-
versity. The former, once stocked with the floral riches of all the
States, has suffered through ungrateful neglect, and degenerated into
a mere flower garden ; while the latter, under the direction of Dr. Asa
Gray, has become the richest depository of living plants in America.
There is, indeed, no lack of private flower gardens which, like Hoffner’s
in Commingsville, display the beauty and splendor of the vegetable
world, for the gratification of the curious; but these, comparatively,
are of no value to science.

The advantages of an instituted botanic garden are by no means
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inconsiderable. It is well known to us that in this State, and indeed
in all the growing States of the Ohio and Mississippi valleys, hundreds
of species of our wild native plants are in danger of utter extinction. _
The plow and foraging cattle are everywhere at work, uprooting and
consuming these defenseless gems of the wilderness, and already the
botanist mourns over the irreparable loss of many favorite species which
Nuttall and Lea, twenty years ago, found growing all .over the plains,
hills and ravines of Cincinnati and vicinity. So everywhere in these
fertile regions, agriculture ‘‘is usurping the bowers of nature,” and
eradicating every growth but its own. In New England, two-thirds of
the country is impracticable to agriculture, affording safe retreats to the
native plants in Alpine heights, rocky woods, and miry swamps ; still
even there the botanists have long sought in vain for Alchemilla,
Doyas, Sibbaldia, Calypso, etc., known'to Pursh and other early bota-
nists, as indigenous there. How precarious, then, must be the exist-
ence of such plants as are nativesonly of the fertile forests and prairies
of the West!

Now it is to afford a safe asylum for these beautiful creations whose
existence is so much endangered by the all-devouring forces of husband-
ry, that the botanic garden is instituted, as well as to facilitate the
study of botany both in respect to particular plants, and to the general
flora of distant countries. All, therefore, who are interested in the
‘advancement of science, and in the preservation of our wild-wood plants
from extermination, can effectually manifest their interest and aid
this enterprise by contributing roots, bulbs and seeds.

CoLLEGE HiLr, April 27, 1855. A. Woop.

Clugsified Public Schools.

From neatly every part of the State the reports of the examinations
and other public exercises of these schools, attended in connection with
the close of their winter term, furnish most gratifying evidence of the
success with which they are conducted, and of the increasing confidence
and favor with which they are regarded by the people who sustain them,
and whose children are reaping the rich benefits they afford.

From the statistics furnished in our last number, it appears. that for

-2
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each scholar in daily attendance, the average cost of tuition in fifteen
of these systems varies from $4.75 to $10.50, and that the average in
the same towns and cities, varying in population from 800 to 41,000,
" is $6.81; while in the same places the average cost of tuition in private
sohools of different grades, is $19.60, or nearly three times the cost of
the same in public schools.

The following table gives the names, population, number of scholars
instructed, and the cost of tuition in public and private schools in the
Places whose statistics give the foregoing results :

Towns and cities.| Population. | Scholars. [Costin pub. | Cost in priv.
Akron......... 4,500 875 $7.11 $14.00
Bainbridge .. ... 800 197 7.14 12.00
Bellevue....... 1,500 . 815 6.00 11.00
Cleveland...... 41,000 3,955 10.00 28.00
Columbus...... 25,000 1,991 9.54 80.00
- Eaton..... eeee| 1,800 350 5.00 10.00
‘Franklin....... 1,400 412 4.85 24.00
Fredericktown...| 1,200 238 5.80 24.00
Granville..... .. 800 260 4.75 18.00
Hamilton....... 5,300 484 7.25 16.00
Lebanon ....... 8,000 450 6.00 25.00
. Marietta........ 4,600 1,200 6.50 18.00
Newark........ 5,600 1,022 6.00 9.00
New Richmond..| 8,000 419 ' 5.77 40.00
Salem.......... 2,600 383 10.50 , 15.00

The reason for taking so small a number of places for this comparison
is that so many of the towns and cities have no private schools with which
to compare : Public schools are doing the whole of the work of instrue-
tion. The cause of the wide difference in the expense of private schools
in these places, is the fact that in some of them only a single school of
a high grade is sustained, while in others no such school is sustained,
and some one or two primary schools are kept, mainly for children too
young to be admitted to the public schools, and hence the tuition is
placed low.

As it is well known that instruction in a respectable Academy or
Female Seminary can rarely if ever be obtained for less than $18.00
per year, and as the public schools with which a good high school de-
partment is connected, afford advantages equivalent to those obtained
in such Institutions, it is more fair to make the following comparison.
In eight of these places, namely, Cleveland, Columbus, Franklin, Fred-
ericktown, Granville, Lebanon, Marietta and New Richmond, the tui-
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tion in private schools is 18.00 or more, (showing that those schools
are sufficiently elevated to afford instruction of the same grade as that
given in a good system of public schools, ) the average cost of tuition
in public schools is $6.65, and in private schools $25.87, or nearly
Jour times as great.

These statistics are commended to the attention of those who are de-
liberating upon the propriety of establishing, and the economy of main-
taining good publie schools. .

A. D. L.

gnamers to @uestions om the School Fabo, -

BY THE COMMISSIONER OF COMMON SCHOOLS.

QuEesTION 91.—The local directors of sub-district No. ——,in —— township,
employed an individual to teach their school, who failed to obtain a certificate ;
but at the request of the inhabitants of said district, who pledged him his wa-
ges, he continued to teach the school. At the expiration of his term, the local
directors gave him a certificate of the amount due for his services, although he
held no certificate of qualification; but the clerk of the board of education de-
clined giving him an order on the township treasurer.

The case was subsequently brought before the board of education, who diree-
ted the clerk to issue an order in favor of the said local directors, to reimburse
them for money advanced to pay said teacher; but the clerk still refused, on the
ground that he was not authorized to draw orders on the township treasurer, for
the payment of teachers who do not hold certificates of qualification, as required
by the school law. Is it legaland proper for said clerk thus to refuse?

AxsweRr.—In Secs. 45 and 24, of the school law, it is declared that no person
shall be employed as a teacher in any common school, unless such person shall
have first obtained a proper certificate from the board of school examiners ;
and that the clerk of the board of education is not legally empowered to draw
orders on the township treasurer, in favor of teachers for such amounts as may
have been certified to be due them, except on the presentation of their eertifi-
cates of qualification. No requirement of the law is plainer than that mno school
funds applicable to the payment of teachers’ wages, shall be paid to teachers
who have not been sable to obtain the proper certificates. The law does not
anthorize boards of education to order the disbursement of school funds to
uncertificated teachers, or to local directors who may have advanced their own
money to pay such teachers. Boards of education have no more right to
disregard the provisions of the school law in regard to the payment of school
funds to teachers, than they have to nullify the entire law. Indeed, this is one
of its most important and most sacred provisions.

It has been decided over and over again, by the courts in other States, whose
school laws contain provisions in relation to the employment of teachers simi-
lar to those in the school law of this State, that school funds which, by the terms
of the law, are made applicable to the payment of teachers’ wages only, canno
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legally be paid to teachers who do not hold the proper certificates, and if so
paid in violation of law, the money may be recovered of the school officers thus
illegally disbursing it.

It has also beem repeatedly decided that when local directors or trustees of
school districts employ & person as teacher, who fails to obtain the requisite cer-
tificate, they may discharge him, and he cannot recover for services thus ren-
dered. If they engage him as a qualified teacher, the moment he ceases to be
80, there is a failure of the consideration for the contract. But if they continue
him in the school after notice that he has failed to sustain the requisite examin-
atign, or that his certificate had been annulled, it will be regarded as such a
continuance of the contract, that they will not be allowed, at a subsequent period,
to dispute it, and they will render themselves personally liable for the payment
of teachers’ wages.

A teacher thus continued, after failing to obtain a proper certificate, if com-
pensated at all for his services, must be paid by the local directors, or by the
inhabitants of the district at whose instance he was retained, and whose children
attended the school. Under such circumstances the school becomes a private
school, and must be sustained as a private school, and no portion of the public
school fund can legally be applied to sustain it.

QuESTION 92.—The annual election for a local director, in & certain sub-dis-
trict, in —— township, resulted in a tie vote; the judges therefore decided by
lot, who should hold the office, and the new director was aworn in. Were the
proceedings legal ? If not, will it be necessary to hold a new election, or for the
clerk of the board of education to make the appointment ?

ANSWER.—It will be necessary to have another election. A tie vote, in such
a case, is tantamount to a failure to meet and elect, and such a contingency is
provided for by sec. 4 of the school law. At the first election of local directors,
under the present school law, held on the first Monday of April,in the year
eighteen hundred and fifty three, when it became necessary to elect three direc-
tors in each sub-district, whose terms of office would be respectively, one, two,
and three years, it was provided in sec. 2, that in case two or more persons so
elected should receive an equal number of votes, the duration of their respective
terms of office should be determined by lot, in the presence of the chairman and
secretary of the meeting. That is the only case to be decided by lot under the
provisions of the school law. It is customary, in a case like the one presented,
for the electors to remain until some one of the candfdatés reccive a plurality
of votes. As such a meeting is called for the sole purpose of electing a single
director, there could be no objection to second, third, or any reasonable number
of ballotings. .

QuEesTION 93.—When the local directors of one of the sub-districts in a town-
ship, in order to secure the services of a teacher, competent to give instruction -
in several of the higher branches, agree to pay him much higher wages than are
paid to the teachers in the other sub-districts, would the board of education be
justifiable in apportioning to such district more that its pro-rata share of the
school fund raised in said township for the purpose of prolonging its schools, in
order that the school in said district may be continued in operation, during the
year, for the term of seven months ?

ANSWER.—A deviation from the rule of apportionment, prescribed in sec. 24,
would not be proper under such circumstances. It is believed that such a devi-
ation is warrantable only in cases where, owing to the peculiar features of the
territory, sparseness of population, bad condition or want of roads, or other una-
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voidable] obstacles, it becomes necessary to form or continue a sub-district, con-
taining quite a small number of youth of school age. To such a weak district
more than its pro-rata share of the township school fund may properly be appor-
tioned in order that its scholars may enjoy the privilege of attending school for
at least seven months in each year. It is unquestionably right and proper that
township boards of education should make such liberal and reasonable provis-
ions for keeping the schools under their charge in operation a proper length.of
time, as would enable the local directors to offer such compensation as would
secure the services of well-qualified teachers. Boards of education should be
frugal, but not parsimonious, Jiberal but not extravagant. It is not to be believ-
ed that any intelligent citizen will consider that sordidness to be economy, which
prefers that their children should be brought up in ignorance, or instructed in
error, rather than contribute the mere trifie which will secure to them an edp-
cation, sound and accurate, at least as far as it goes. Nor is it necessary, under
the present school law, that instruction in our common schools should, in all
cases, be restricted to spelling, reading, writing, arithmetic, geography, and
English grammar. By sec. 17, the power to determine the studies to be pursued
in the several schools under their centrol, is wisely vested in the boards of edu-
eation. In the exercise of this power, they should use a sound discretion, but
they should not cripple the efforts of local directors to elevate the character of
their schools and foster the interests of education in all judicious ways.

QUESTION 94—In the township of ——, the board of education recently
formed a new sub-district, and the question has arisen, whether the local direc-
tors for said sub-district shall be appointed or elected.

Axswer.—The school law does not specify in so many words the precise mode
of supplying a new sub-district with a board of local directors. But in as
much as the law confides to the management and control of the board of educa-
tion for each organized township in the State, the general interests of education
therein, and confers upon them power to alter old sub-districts and form new
ones ;und to prescribe such general rules and regulations as in their judgment will
best subserve the interests of common schools and the cause of education; the
power to perfect the organization of a new sub-district seems to follow as a sort
of necessary consequence.

‘When, therefore, a new sub-district is formed, the board of education should
cause to be posted up in three 6f the most public places in such sub-district, &
notice in writing, describing such sub-district, and appointing a time and place
for the first meeting of the qualified voters thereof to elect, by ballot, three school
directors.

The erection of a new sub-district does not create such vacancies in the office
of local directors, as are required by sec. 3, to be filled by appointment. Besides,
it would be unjust towards the inhabitants of such new sub-district, to obtrude
upon them, by appointment, the entire board of local directors.

The mode of determining the respective terms of office of the directors of such
new sub-district, must be the same /s prescribed in sec. 2 for the first election of
local directors in the old sub-districts, under the present school law.

QuEesTION 95.—O0n the 9th day of April, inst., there were two vacancies in the
board of education of the incorporated village of ——, — one member having re-
moved out of the district, and the term of office of anothér having expired.

In the notice of the annual meeting for the election of members to fill said va.
cancies, it was stated that two members were to be elected — one for two, and
the other for three years.
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At the election held pursuant to said notice, most of the electors wrote upon
their ballots the names of two candidates, without any designation thereon to
determine who was intended by the electors to fill the long, or who the short term.
The judges, therefore, decided the matter by ballot. Hence three questions arise,
viz : 1. Whether said election as conducted and decided was legal? 2. Whether
a vacancy in a board of education, occasioned by the removal of a member out
of the district, can legally be filled by an election at the annual meeting? 3.
Whether it was proper for the judges, under the circumstances of the case pre-
sented, to determine, by lot, who should hold for three, and who for two years ?

ANSWER.—By sec. 2 of the school law, itis provided that after the second Mon-
day of April in the year eighteen hundred and fifty three, there shall annually
be elected on the second Monday of April in each and every year, in each sub-
district of the proper township, * one school director for the term of three years.”

By sec. 32, the provisions contained in sec. 2, are made equally applicable to
the election of members of boards of education in such incorporated villages as
become * separate school districts.”

When vacancies occur in such “ separate school districts” by death, resigna-
tion, removal from the district, refusal to serve, etc., they should be filled in the
same manner as like vacancies occurring in the sub-districts of a township,—
the clerk or recorder of an incorporated village possessing the same powers in
this regard as the clerk of a township board of education. To the board of
education of said incorporated village the law authorized the election on the 9th
instant, of but one member, and required the other vacancy to be filled by an ap-
pointment. But the meeting being called for the purpose of electing two mem-
bers, and no designation appearing on the.ballots to determine which of the can-
didates was elected for three years, and which to fill the vacancy occasioned by
said removal, there was evidently a “ failure to meet and elect,” and another meet-
ing must be called as anthorized by sec. 4 of the school law; and, meantime, the
member whose term of office had regularly expired is entitled to the privilege of
“ continuing in office until his successor shall be duly elected and qualified.”

The vacancies referred to in sec. 3 are not such as result from a “ failure to
meet and elect ” a member to take the place of the one whose term of office has
expired, but such as result from the causes specified in said section. It is obvi-
ous that the qualified voters of a ¢ separate school district” are entitled to the
privilege of annually electing one member of their board of education, and
should they fail to meet and elect on the second Monday of April, it would be-
come necessary to call a special meeting of the electors as provided in sec. 4,
and the member whose term of office had expired, would hold over until his sue-
cessor was duly elected and qualified. Sce the last part of the first period of
sec. 2.

It has been held in some of the States that where a vacancy in a school office
occurs, which the law requires to be filled by an ‘appointment for the unexpired
term, if such appointment be not made before the next annual meeting for the
election of school officers, it may be legally filled by an election at such annnal
meeting. To such a proceeding there can be no reasonable objections. Indeed,
it would seem to be quite proper thus to fill a vacancy when the appointing offi-
eer neglects his duty.

It is even provided in the school laws of some of the States that if vacancies
are not filled by appointment within one month after they occur, a special meet-
ing may be called for the purpose of electing persons to fill them.

From the language used in sec. 3d, it is obvious that when a vacancy does hap-
pen from such causes us are specified therein,the clerk of the board of educa-
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tion possesses the undoubted legal power to fill such vacancy by appointment
for the whole of the unexpired term, and not, as some have supposed, only un-
til the time of the next annual election of school officers.

Assgming, then, that vacancies resulting from such causes, as are specified in

sec.3, may legally be filled by an election at the next annual meeting for the
election of school officers, unless previously supplied by an appointment, and
that the qualified voters of the district may, therefore, elect two members of
their board of education at such annual meeting, would it be legal for the chair-
man and secretary of the meeting to determine, by lot, who was elected for the
fuall term of three years, and who to fill the vacancy ? It would not be legal
thus to determine the matter; for the only cases which the law allows to be
thus determined, are those which arise from the fact that, at the first election of
school directors in a district under the present school law, two or more persons
80 elected have received an equal number of votes. But when two local diree-
tors or two members of a board of education are to be elected — one for the faly
term of three years, and the other to fill a vacancy, the name of but one person
should bo written on the ballots, or the meeting should first vote for a person to
fill the full term, and, then, for one to fill the vacacy; or, if both be voted for at
the same time, then a proper designation should be written on the ballots, such

8, “for the full term,” “lo fill the vacancy,” etc., or simply, full term,” * vacan-

Q)" ete.

In case of a tie vote, the meeting should continue to ballot until some one re-
eive & plurality or a majority of the votes, aecording to the law which governs
-the particular election.

QuesTION 96.—~In the township of ——, there are eight sub-districts, containing
respectively 59, 62, 62, 63, 75, 81, 83 and 102 youth of school age. Their school
bouses are centrally located, their territory nearly the same in extent, and the

‘inhabitants prefer to have them remain unchanged. On or before the first

Honday of June last, the board of education of said township estimated and

certified to the Auditor of their county, six hundred and twenty-five dollars, as
the amount of money necessary to continue the schools in operation in each of
said sub-districts for seven months in the year. The State school fund was dis-
tributed to the sub-districts in proportion to their respective enumeration of
scholars; but owing to the fact that the sub-districts could not well be changed
or altered, and that competent teachers could not be obtained for the small sub-
districts at a less salary than for the larger ones, the board of education so dis-
tributed the money raised to prolong schools in said sub-districts, as that each
received from all sources the equal sum of §205.52.

The question is submitted whether such a distribution of the money raised by
a tax on the property of the township for the purpose of prolonging the schools
therein, is legal ?

AxNswer.—In answer to questions similar to the foregoing, the opinion of the '
undersigned has been several times written outand published either in the news-
papers or the Journal of Education, and all to the effect that, in distributing
school moneys made applicable to the payment of teachers only, boards of ed-
ucation could not legally deviate from the rule of apportionment prescibed in sec.
24 of the school law, except in the case of the fund raised for the express pur-
pose of prolonging the schools in the several sub-districts in their township, and
not even then, unless positive necessity demanded such deviation. The township
tax being authorized for the specific purpose of prolonging the sessions of the
common schools in obedience to the provision contained in the last clause of sec.
24, that purpose should not be defeated in order to comply literally;— nat W\
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the true intent and spirit of the law,— but with another provision which directs
the mode of apportioning school funds made applicable to the payment of teach-
ers only.

It should not be overlooked, however, that a deviation from the general rule
of apportionment even in the case of the fund raised for the specific object of
prolonging schools, must depend for its justification on the necessity of the case;
and that such a necessity can arise only in cases where, owing to the natural
features of the country, bad condition or want of roads, sparsencss of populse
tion, or other insurmountable obstacles, it is necessary to form or continue a sub-
district or sub-districts, containing a very limited number of youth of school
age. In re-districting their townships, boards of education should endeavor to
form strong and permanent sub-districts, so far as the same may be compatible
with the reasonable accommodation of all the families resident therein. The
law allows the formation or continuance of sub-districts containing a small num-
berof scholars, in cases where larger ones could not be formed without subjecting -2
some of the scholars to the necessity of walking an unreasonable distance to =
school, and permits boards of education to provide for a seven months’ school 4
in such weak districts, by distributing to them more than their pro rata share of
the funds raised for the sole purpose of prolonging the schools in the township. -
The weak districts being thus provided- with the means for keeping their schools
- in operation for seven months in the year, the balance of said township fund
should be apportioned among the remaining sub-districts according to their enu-
meration of scholars.

It is not proper for boards of education to restrict the schools in all sub-dis-
tricts to the period of seven months. The law fixes the minimum time only of”
continuing the schools in operation, not the mazimum ; but wisely leaves the lat-
ter to be determined by the amount of money which each district is properly
entitled to draw from the State and township school funds. The law seems to
contemplate that, beyond a certain number of scholars, the larger the school,
the longer should be its sessions, the more experienced its teacher, or the greater
its number of teachers, in order that its pupils may be as thoroughly and prop-
erly instructed as those attending the smaller schools; that inm a school of
sixty or eighty scholars, no teacher can give as accurate and eficient instruction
as in & school of forty or fifty. ‘

Inequalities in the amount of money received by sub-districts in consequence
of a difference in their number of youth of school age, must be obviated, if ob-
viated at all, by enlarging some, and contracting others, so far as the same may be
consistent with the reasonable accommodation of the families to be affected by
such alteration. :

‘When, however, such alteration is impracticable, or would result in serious in-

. convenience, the inhabitants should cheerfully acquiesce in such an apportion-
ment of the school moneys raised in the towunship for the purpose of prolonging
its schools, as would give to the smaller districts means to continue their schools
for at least seven months in each year.

The more populous a neighborhood is, the longer and better should be its
school. Cities, for instance, need as a safeguard against civil disorder, vice and
crime, the softening, refining, purifying and elevating influence of education,
much more than the rural sub-districts. Hence boards of education should not
undertake to restrict the school sessions in the populous districts within the same
limits as in the sparse ones. The bed of Procrustes is not equally adapted to
them all.

H. H. BARNEY,
Commissioner of Common Schools.
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CIRCULATION OF THE JOURNAL.

‘The first, second and third columns in the following Table, exhibit the circula-
tion of the Journal, in the several counties in Ohio, at the close of the corres-
Pounding volumes, and the fourth, the present circulation of the current volume.
In addition to these, we have more than 150 subscribers in other States, making

ths whole number 1700, The number of subscribers in Ohfo reported last year
At this time was 1520,

Teachers’ Institutes.

Institutes have been attended during this year as follows:
Jackson county, at Jackson, February 7th, four days.
Scioto county, at Portsmouth, February 15th, three days.
Clark county, at ——, March 19th, one week.
BMorgan county, at McConnelsville, March 26th, one week.
Tuscarawas county, at New Philadelphia, April 2d, one week.
Muskingum county, at Zanesville, April 3d, four days.
Coshocton county, at West Bedford, April 9th, one week.
Clermont county, at New Richmond, April 9th, one week.
Athens county, at Athens, April 11th, four days.
Brown county, at Georgetown, April 16th, one week.
Jefferaon and Harrison counties, at Richmond, April 16th, one week.
Fayette county, at Washington, April 23d, one week.



Chitors” Portfalin,

We had hoped to issue this number promptly by the first of the month, but an
unexpected delay in the preparation of the first article has prevented.

" During the past month the Agent has attended Institutes in Tuscarawas, Athens
and Fayette counties, and lectured in Lancaster, and in Pomeroy and Middleport -
in Meigs county. Institutes were also held in Muskingum, Clermont, Brown,
Coshocton, Jefferson, and perhaps other counties, during the month.

The Secretaries of all these Institutes, who have not already done so, are re- -
quested to forward the names of the Instructors and Lecturers, and the number ==
of persons, male and female, who attended, so that a full report of all attended 3
during the winter and spring, may be inserted in the June number.

Mr. F. W. Hurtt, who had aided Dr. Ray in the labors of the Mathematical De-—
partment, (who had indeed prepared most of the matter for the press for somess
time,) has kindly consented to continue in charge of the department till the Ex———
ecutive Committee meet. All communications pertaining to it may therefore bes=
directed to him at Cincinnati.

The name of Dr. Ray will be retained on our title page till his successor is ap—
pointed at the semi-annual meeting.

Correspondence.

MR. Lorp :—It seems to me that, in the common Schools, as well as those @
higher grade, but few means of a more salutary bearing can be used, thana
well regulated “ merit roll.” From some cause, however, it is what ye seldom
see. During several years, I have endeavored to carry out a plan of my own,
and though I have been well rewarded for my trouble, yet many times my min.
utes have been so perplexing and imperfect, and attended with so much labor,
that I'think there must be a more excellent way. For the benefit of myself, and
many others no better off, will not some one in a future number of the Journal,
suggest a plan by which the common school teacher can keep a concise and
comprehensive record of the standing of his pupils, with as little labor as pos-
sible ? D. B. WisLiams, Powbatten.

During the past winter our schools in this vicinity were conducted, and schol.
ars appeared to progress faster than at any previous time. We hold township
Teachers’ Association every month, and the result is, that an interest has been
awakened that has never been felt before in this corner of Seneca county. Not
oaly teachers, but professional men, mechanics. merchants, and people generally
would come out and listen to our deliberations, and not unfrequently would take
an active part in the same. The good work has commenced, and we intend to
keep up the excitement during the summer. Mr. Schuyler of Republic lectures
in this place next Friday evening. I T. M, Flat Reek,

“Endowed Institutions for- Females.”——~MRz. Ep1ToR :—The article under the
above head, in the last Journal, gives rather a disparaging view of the provision
made for the higher education of females in our State. Two of the most large-
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1y endowed and most numerously attended colleges in the State, are open alike
t both sexes.

The high schools in Cincinnati, Dayton, Columbus, Sandusky and Cleveland,
and all the Union Schools are open to both sexes. The course of study in many
of these is nearly.as extensive as in many of the colleges. Several of the med-

ical colleges of the State are also open to both sexes. The need of the times is
notthat new institutions should be founded for the higher education of females,

buat that they should be urged to avail themselves of the facilities offered for a
higher education in existing institutions.

ALPHA.

Some forty Teachers attended the last meeting of thg Monroe Co. Teachers’

Association. Considerable interest was manifested, and'the exercises were con-

ducted with ¢ spirit, and some understanding.” A committee was appointed to
mecure the services of A. D. Lord, to conduct the exercises of our next meeting.

"W also appropriated $30.00 to purchase apparatus for the usc of our Society.
W. W., Woodseld, O,

We have just closed the seventh session of our county Teachers’ Association
Seventy members were present, being the largest number in attendance at any
meeting. There is an increasing interest manifested in the cause of public Edu-

eation. I send you four dollars for your valuable Journal : all should take and
read it W. V. N., Foad du Las, Wia.

Notices of Colleges, 8chools, eto.

Marietta College.—The Catalogue for 1854-5 contains the names of 92 students:
32 inthe Preparatory Department; and 62 in the college classes; of whom 13
tre Freshman, 21 Sophomores, 18 Juniors, and 10 Seniors. An able Faculty are
laboring to make this College worthy of the patronage of all who desire a thor-
ough education.

West Bedford Academy.—This Institution, located in Coshocton county, is un-
der the charge of Mr. H. D. McCarty, A. B., who is aided by two male and two fe-
male Teachers. The students daring the year just closed numbered 197: 62 in
the Primary department. and 35 in the Academic; of whom 82 were males and 33
females. Thirty-two of the students have been employed in teaching, and 29
others are preparing for the employment.

PusLic ScHOOLS.—A neat pamphlet has been received, containing the Regu-
lations of the Union School of New Philadelphia, O., with the law under which
the School is organized. Placing a copy of the Regulations of such Schools in
the hands of every parent and guardian, is an excellent policy. )

The Regulations'of the Union School in Higginsport, Brown county, have also
been published. From the statement of the Board of Education it appears that
the system is giving good satisfaction there. Mr. T.J. Spafford is the Principal,
and four female Teachers are employed.

The citizens in quite a number of towns in the State are making arrangements
for the erection of good school houses during the present year. Facts abundant-
ly prove that the money needed for such purposes can not be invested in any
way which will prove more profitable either to ind¥viduals or to communities
than when expended for good school buildings.
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Hints, Suggestions and Questions to Teachers.

Reading and spelling are, of course, among the most important things tobe —
taught; and good reading and spelling can readily be appreciated by almost all. ——
Hence, parents who find their children interested in these branches; and con-——
stantly improving in them, will think that they are doing well, and that thejr—==
Teacher is a good one. Let these important branches receive a full share of at- —
tention,

To awaken interest in spelling, let each scholar, commencing at the foot of —4
the class, pronounce a word, selected from the lesson, to the one at the head; <=
and if it is missed by any, let the one who spelis it “go up.” Do this for a few —
times before beginning to pronounce the lesson yourself, and you will soon find2
that all the hard words will be pretty sure to be spelled correctly. Then youwk
can allow them to select from a reading book, from proper names, the names off=
the months, or other classes of words.

To improve the voices of scholars, one of the best plans is to have them re-
peat in concert, after you, short, spirited passages of prose or poetry, on differ-
ent pitches, rapidly or slowly, loudly or softly, as you may direct.

To prepare young scholars to declaim or rehearse without embarrassment, let
them step forward, bow to the class, and count from one to twenty, or fifty—rre-
peat a line of the multiplication table,—one of the tables' in compound num-
bers,—or even the names of the days of the week, the seasons, the months of
the year or any lessons which they have thoroughly committed. They will soon
take delight in the practice.

During warm weather, the regular exercises should be somewhat frequently
varied by singing or concert exercises, oral instructions, etc.

In giving oral instructions, the Teacher should endeavor to come down near-
1y to the level of the pupil’s mind, but not so near that he can understand ail
that is said without any effort. If some scholar does not understand, and asks
for explanations, give any one who does comprehend, an opportunity to explain
it: never answer such questions till you have given the scholars the privilege of
doing so.

The Teacher should endeavor to be what he would have his scholars becoms ;
and should remember that the surest way to make them what they should be, is
to treat them as though they intended to be just what they should.

One of the best ways to prevent falsehood is suggested in the foregoing: a
skillful Teacher will easily show a boy who has lied that he is in trouble. The
pupils of Dr. Arnold, the great English Teacher, were very soon broken of the
habit of lying. They used to say to cach other, “It is mean to lie to Dr. Arnold,
for he always believes a fellow.”

S8eleoctions.

Origin of Wars.—The history of every war is very like a scene I once saw in
Nithsdale. Two boys from different schools met on one fine day upon the ice.
They eyed each other with rather jealous and indignant looks, and with defiance
on each brow. * What are<ye glowrin’ at, Billy ?” “ What’s that to you? I'll
look where I have a mind, an’ hinder me if you daur.” A hearty blow was the
return to this and then such a battle began. It being Saturday, all the boys of
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‘wth schools were on the ice; and the fight instantly became general and despe-
mta. Iasked one of the party what they were pelting the others for* What
they had done to them ? “ O, naethin’ at &’ man; we just want to gie them a’
- 8ood thrashin’.” After fighting till they were quite exhausted, one of the prin-
dpal heroes stepped forth between, covered with blood, and with clothes in tat-
ters, and addressed the belligerent parties thus:—* Weel, I'll tell you what we’ll
do wi' ye; if ye’ll let us alane, we'll let ye alane.” There was no more of it; the
Warwas at an end, and the boys scattered away to their play. I thought at the
tme, and have often thought since, that that trivial affray was the best epitome
Of war in general that I have ever scen. Kings and Ministers of State are just a
88t of grown up children, exactly like the children I have spoken of, with only this
Material diffgrence, that instead of fighting ‘out the needless quarrels that they
have raised, they sit in safety and look on, send out their innocent, servile sub-
Jects to battle, and then, after a waste of blood and treasure, are glad to make
the boys’ conditions—* If ye’'ll let us alone, we’ll let you alone.”—The Ettrick
Shepherd’s Lay Sermons.

The Dandy and his Turkey.—Chief Justice Marshall was in the habit of going
to market himself, and carrying home his purchases. Frequently he would be
seen at sunrise, with pouliry in one hand and vegetables in the other. On one of
these occasions a fashionable young man from the North, who had removed to
Richmond, was swearing violently because he could find no one to carry home
his turkey. Marshall stepped up and asked him wherc he lived, and said, on
being told,

“That's on my way, and I will take it for you.”

‘When he came to the house, the young man inquired:

“ What shall I pay you?” .

¢ 0, nothing,” said the Chief Justice, *“ it was on my way, and no trouble.”

“Who was that polite old man that brought home my turkey ?” inquired the
young man of a bystander.

“That,” replied he, is John Marshall, Chief Justice of the United States.”

“Why did he bring home my turkey ?” asked he.

“To give you a severe reprimand, and teach you to attend to your own busi-
ness,” was the reply. .

True, genuine greatness never feels above doing anything that is useful; but
especially, the truly great man will never feel above helping himself.

@hiturs” @ahle,

The American Debater being a plain exposition of the principles and practice
of public debate. By JamEs N. McELLiGOTT, LL. D. New York: Ivison and
Phinney. Chicago: 8. C. Griggs & Co. A well printed duodecimo of 312 pages,
containing beside the rules for debate, the requisites for a debater, etc., forms
of Constitutions for Literary Socitics, Rules of order, and the Constitation of the
U. 8. Itappears to bea well arranged treatise, and being accompanied with a
copious index, can not fail to be highly useful as a manual.

The Speller and Definer’s Manual, containing a large collection of the most use-
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ful words in the English language, correctly spelled, pronounced, defined, and _
arranged in classes. By Wu. W. SmiTH, Principal of Grammar 8chool, No. 1, L
N.Y. New York: D. Burgess & Co., 1855. A neat volume of 290 pages: con—
taining besides the items ennmerated above, much valuable information in re—
gard to speaking and writing our language. ,

Outlines of Physical Geography. By GeorGE W. FrrcH: illustrated by six —
Maps and numerous Engravings. New-York: J. H. Colton & Co. 1855.—A finely—
printed treatise of 225 pages 12 mo. From a very slight examination we inclinemm
to the opinion that it meets a want long felt in our schools. As soon as we cammm
examine it thouroughly, our readers shall know how it compares with othemsm
works. *

A complete System of Practical and Ornamental Penmanship, bf Natmax T
CasE, Delaware, Ohio. This work contains a series of engraved copies, in quite=
a number of different styles of writing.

First Lessons in Geography; or Introduction to * Youth’s Manual of Geog —
raphy.” ByJamEes MoNTEITH, New York, A. 8. Barnes & Co., 1855. This little=
book is copiously illustrated and finely printed, as books for children shoulcW
always be. ’ .

The Musical Album: a vocal class book for Female Seminaries, Academies
and High Schools, by GEorGE F.Roor; and BRADBURY’S Young Shawn ; a col-
lection of School Music, f)y Wm. B. Bradbury, are two fine additions to the stock
of School Music, just published by Mason Brothers, New York.

PERr1oDICALS.—The Illinois Teacher, edited by a committee of the Teacher's
Institute, and published monthly at $1.00 per year, was commenced in Febraary,
last. Address Merriman & Morris, Bloomington, Ill. We rejoice to see 80 good an
evidence as the commencement of this Journal affords, of the right kind of spirit
among the friends of education in Illinois. . )

The Rhode Island School Master, published under the direction of Hon.Ros-
ERT ALLYN, Commissioner of Public Schools, is published monthly in Provi-
dence at $1.00 per year. This Journal was commenced in March, and promises
to be an efficient agent in the cause to which it is devoted.

Bellefontaine Union School Offering : edited by the Superintendent and Teach-
ers of the Bellefontaine Union School. The first number is dated April 1855 ; it
isa fine octavo of 48 pages, containing the regulations of the Union School, the
course of study, and several original communications by the Superintendent,
Teachers and pupils. A part of the contents is printed in Phonotypy.

The N. Y. Musical Review is published * fortnightly,” at $1.00 per year; and
the Musical Gazette, weekly, at $2.00, by Mason Brothers, New York. The Mu-
sic contained in the Review is worth many times the subscription price.

The Living World, an octavo of 16 pages, devoted to universal intclligence and
improvement, is published monthly, by E. D. Babbitt, Cincinnati, at 50 cents per

.annum. ‘

The Proceedings of the Annual Meeting of the Ohio State Phonetic Associa-
tion, held in Cincinnati, in December last, have been published in pamphlet form.
The reports and discussions were highly interesting ; we hope this pamphlet will
secure a wide circulation.
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Jtems,

Mr. ALMON SaMSON, A. M., late Principal of the Public High School of Co-
umbus, has been appointed Superintendent of the Public Schools of Zanesville,
Mr. D. WoRLETY, late Prof. of Mathematics in Capital University, has taken the
place just vacated by Mr. Samson. *

Mr. F. W. HorTT, one of the Instructors in the Woodward High School of

Cincinnati, now receives a salary of $1040.
Mr. W. H. LAPHAM has been employed as Superintendent of the Union School

of Milan, Erie county, at a salary of $600.
Mr. T. M. STEVENSON is Superintendent of the Union School in Dresden,
Muskingum county, which employs five Teachers and numbers some 400 pupils.

Prof. Wn. SHERWOOD, of the Eclectic Medical College in Cincinnati is giving
& gratuitous course of Lectures on Anatomy, Physiology and Hygiene, to the
students in Woodward High School. It is hoped that Physicians in many places
may be inclined to give such Lectures before the pupils in the senior departments
of Public Schools. They may feel assured that they will generally find an atten-
tive and intelligent auditory.

Semi-Annual Meeting of the State Teachers’ Association.

Asnavigation on the Lakes is not yet opened, it has not been possible to make
any arrangement for the proposed steamboat excursion, and nething has been
determined definitely in regard to the time. From the fact that quite a namber
of Colleges and Seminaries, and several Systems of Public Schools do not close
till the middle of July, several persons have suggested the propriety of postpon-
ing the meeting till after that time. From all the facts now known to the Chair-
man of the Committee, it is thought best to hold the session during the week com-
mencing on the 15th of July. The arrangements will be announced as soon as

possible.

DEcis10N8 AND OPINIONS OF THE STATE COMMISSIONER OF COMMON
SceooLs :—These decisions, given in answer to questions upon the School Law,
have all been published in the Journal of Education, and can not be obtained en-
tire in any other form. The answers given previous to the month of June, 1854,
numbering forty-four, were printed in connection with the Report of the Secre-
tory of State, during last summer, but the decisions of the year, to the number
of 74, are all contained in the third volume of the Journal, together with a com-
plete index referring to every decision. Bound copies of this volume will be
forwarded, free of expense, for $1.30 each. Every Township Board of Educa-
tion, and indeed overy sub-district needs a copy, as the opinions and explana-
tions will often obviate the loss of much time, and ﬁ‘equently save incurring
needless expense.

In answer to the question which has been asked, why these opinions, etc., have
not been published in some other form, we have only to say, that the Legislature
made no provision for such publication, and it wounld have cost the State hun-
greds of dollars to issue them in pamphlet form.
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For the information of school officers, we re-publish the following circular.

To County Auditors and Township Boards of Education.

OFFicE OF THE COMMISSIONER OF COMMON Scnoor.s, }
CoLuMBUS, 0., April, 1854.

The great number of questions arising under the present School Law, and the
fmportance of having a thorough understanding, by its officers, of the provis-

ions of the law, and a uniform policy pursucd in all the counties, in its adminis- -
tration, have 4mposed the necessity of having some medium of commaunication _
with those officers, and the Commissioner has gladly availed himself of the Ohio «

Journal of Education for this purpose.

All my official decisions and opinions have been, and will continue to be, pub-—
lished in the Journal; and it is my opinion that County Auditors will be justified ¥
in subscribing for a copy for their own use, and one (or more) for the Board of"=
School Examiners; and that township boards may order it for the townshipssm
clerk, and the clerk of each sub-district, and include the cost of the same in their—
annual estimate of money to be raised in accordance with the first clause of themm

22d section of the School Law.

The copies so taken should, of course, be kept on file in their respective officess
and be transmitted to their successors in office.

The cost of the Journal is $1.00 per year. Itis published monthly, in a form
suitable for binding : it may be secured by addressing Journal of Education, Co~
lumbus, O.

Editors throughout the State, by publishing the above, will confer a favor on
8chool officers, and greatly abridge the official correspondence of the subscriber.

H. H. BARNEY, Commissioner.

Appropriations for Teachers’ Institutes.

The laws in relation to Teachers’ Institutes were published on page 123 of the
Journal forlast year. Itis very important to the prosperity of our schools, thas
the practice of making an appropriation from the county treasury to aid in
defraying the expenses of Teachers’ Institutes, should be adopted in every coun-
ty as soon as possible. . Let Teachers, School Examiners and active friends of
education take the necessary steps to bring the subject before the Commission-
ers in each coungy previous to their June session, and if the proper measures
are taken, an appropriation may, in most cases, be secured. The following t'om
of petition may be used:

To the Commissioners of County :

The undersigned Teachers of Common Schools, and permanent residents in
County, hereby declare it to be our bona fide intention to attend the
Teachers’ Institute to be held in this county in next.

We therefore respectfuily pray you to appropriate at your June session, the
sam of dollars, for the benefit of said Institute, in accordance with the
law for the encouragement of Teachers’ Institutes. Swan’s Revised Statutes, page
863, See also Ohio Journal of Education, Vol. iii. p. 123.

FORM OF OBLIGATION TO THE SCHOOL EXAMINERS.

We the undersigned resident Teachers of Common Schools, in —— County,
agree to pay to the School Examiners of sald county, the saums opposite our
respective names, to be by them expended for the benefit of a Teachers’ Insti-
tute, to be held in this county in the month of —— next.

(Date.) (Nemes.)
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COLUMBUS, JUNE, 1855.

The Jomenal ok Srhool Gfficers,

URING the past month circulars and specimen copies have been
sent to a large number of school officers for the purpose of calling
their attention to the Journal. 'We feel confident that it is only neces-
sary for Teachers and others acquainted with its character to present its
caims to these officers in order to secure for it a very general circula-
tion among them. It is a gratifying fact that nearly all the County Au-
ditors and Township Boards which subseribed for it last year, have or-
dored it again ; and many who had not previously taken it have becom
mbscribers. :

The Legislature of Michigan have recently enacted a law requiring

two copies of the Michigan Journal of Education to be taken for each
Township in the State : one copy to be sent in numbers, and the other
to be bound and forwarded at the end of the year. The Legislature of
New York, immediately after creating the office of Superintendent of
Public Instruction, authorized the Superintendent to subscribe for a
copy of the New York Teacher to be sent to every Township Clerk.
This must commend itself to every intelligent person, as a wise and ju-
dicious course. Should not the Commissioner have some means of
communication with the 37,000 School Officers employed in the admin-
istration of our system ?

In the absence of any provision by the Legislature for sending it at
the expense of the State, the friends of Education must endeavor to
create such a public sentiment as will induce all entrusted with the
charge of any portion of our great system to avail themsolves of the
- reading of the Journal in the manner pointed out. by the Commissioner.

To Teachers of every grade we would say, if you wish to have the
Directors and Boards of Education by whom you are employed pre-

VoLi.IV, No. 6. 10



.

162 OHIO JOURNAL OF EDUCATION.

pared to appreciate your services, to sympathise with your views, and
codperate with you in your plans for the improvement of your schools,—
if you wish them to be liberal in furnishing apparatus, in erecting or
improving school houses,—if you wish them to feel and to manifest
that interest in the whole subject which you know to be indispensable
to your highest success,— encourage them to take and read the Journal
of Education ; and endeavor to lead all your patrons to read, to think
and to falk much upon the subjects which it discusses. If they are
paying you less than you think you should receive, will it not incline
them to be more liberal when they see what other Teachers are receiv-
ing? A word, to the wise, should be sufficient.

Endotoey Institutions for Kemules,

_NO. IIL

—

WHAT IS NEEDED?

Before proceeding to a direct answer of this question, it is due to this
important subject, — ‘* Endowed Female Education,” that a brief re-
ply be made to the correspondent ** Alpka,” who thinks, that No. 1,
of this series of articles ** gives rather a disparaging view of the provi-
sion made for the higher education of females in our state.” ButI
would respectfully reply that, to my mind, he has not made it appear
less ‘“ disparaging.” To be sure, he tells us that * the High Schools
in Cincinnati, Dayton, Columbus, Sandusky, and Cleveland, and all
the Union Schools, are open to both sexes.”” The article referred to
admits the same. After speaking of Publi¢ Schools and Academies,
it proceeds,— ¢ Through these schools females are allowed an equal
chance with males, but beyond these, they receive little or no aid from
the charitable public.” And this is neither refuted, nor plausibly ex-
cused, by the statement that ‘“ Two of the most largely endowed and
most numerously attended colleges in the state are open alike to both
sexes.””  Where is the justice, or the propriety, of endowing twenty
colleges for males and not one for females? What if two of the twenty
‘“ are open to both sexes?”’ What if all were? This is not what wo-
man needs. It is not what she asks ; nor what she may justly demand.
To avail herself of such advantages, in “ the most numerously attend.
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ed Colleges in the state,”” is repugnant to that shrinking delicacy which
it is no part of right female education to destroy.

Butif all Colleges were open to both sexes, and females were willing to
enter them in equal numbers with males, the course of study best
adapted to the wants of the one sex, is not best adapted to those of the
other. They are to occupy totally different spheres, and the higher,
i.e. later portion of the education of each should have some reference
to the sphere in which each is to act.

What, then, 1s needed? 1 answer Endowed Institutions for the
higher education of females, and females exclusively. Let me not be
understood as opposed to our Public High School System, or the joint
education of the sexes. These schools are doing a noble work. I
glory in their work. But they cannot do all the work of education.
For the youth, of both sexes, in their respective vicinities, they are un-
der favorable circumstances better than any other existing schools; for,
here these youth have the advantages of kome, parental care and
sehool combined. But these Schools by no means supply the wants
of that numerous class of youth and especially female youth, who must
needs leave the parental roof, dwell among strangers, and be exposed to
the temptations and dangers of an unprotected sojourn in a town or city,
while enjoying their advantages. These need a kome, they need the
Jfamily influence, they need to be under the care of teachers who can
and will feel a parent’s solicitude, and exercise a parent’s care, and if
necessary, a parent’s authority, by night as well as by day. Of course,
our Public Schools cannot, from the nature of the case, meet this de-
mand.

But this is not all. Neither our Public High Schools, Colleges, or
Female Seminaries now meet the just demands of woman, in the matter
of her education. There is not, within my knowledge, in this or any
other state, an Institution which affords to females all the advantages
which they need and should have. As society is constituted, nearly
every avenue to honorable and profitable employment is closed to wo-
man ; she is therefore, from the nature of the case, dependent ; and man,
who monopolizes to himself every profitable employment, ¢s, ¢»n honor,
bound to provide for woman, Institutions in which she can have the very
best advantages for acquiring an education ; an education in the most
comprehensive and liberal sense, embracing the body, the mind and the
heart ; such an education as the most intelligent Christian parent would
wish his daughter to receive. And these Institutions should be so or-
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ganized that the pupils may at all times have the care and watchfu™—
solicitude of Christian parents, may at all times be under the genial
Christian, family influence ; and so endowed, that no inconsiderablemm
proportion of the pupils received may ( if necessary, as always will bamm
the case, ) receive all the advantages, including board, free of chargess=
or nearly so. A few Institutions thus endowed would extend that aisee
which they so much need, to a large, hitherto neglected and most im—
portant class of young ladies, who eagerly desire the opportunity to =
" themselves for active usefulness, who are most worthy, and highk -
promising ; dut who are destitute of the means of meeting the nece ==
sary expenses, board, etc., at any existing school in the State. T o
endow these Institutions, as Literary Institutions are usually endowed,
would be to defeat the very object which I regard as most desirable. It
would, virtually, be aiding those who need it not, and excluding thoss
Jfor whom the aid is essential ; for it would be dividing the income
between all the pupils, rich as well as poor, thus slightly reducing the
bills of all, and this would leave in the path of the sndigent, but equally
worthy aspirant for knowledge, an insuperable obstacle.
GRANVILLE FEMALE SEMINARY. 8. N. 8.

Phosil  Ehuention,

The attainment of ¢‘ a sound mind in a sound body *’ has very prop-
erly been said to be the end of all right education. The whole sub-
ject might perhaps be ranged under the three divisions: physical,
menta] and moral education. It is upon the first of these that a few
hints will be offered in the present paper. If they shall prove neither new
nor striking, perhaps they may be found, upon a little reflection, as im-
portant to be recollected and practised, as if they were new; for our
danger lies quite as much, probably, in neglecting old and generally
acknowledged truths, as in failing to occupy the new territories of mod-
ern improvements.

And, firstly, let us glance at its bearings on the Teacher himself, for
if he be either too ignorant, too ambitious, or too reckless to take care of
his own bealth, there is little hope that he will feel much concern for
the health of his pupils.

And, here, there is scarcely need of wordsto enforce the importance
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of a careful attention to the laws of health. The bloodless cheek, the
sthmatic cough, the shattered nerves, the stooping and attenuated
form, speak volumes for themselves, and prove more plainly than any
vords could do, that the inevitable penalty is following hard upon the
steps of transgression, and that the laws of our Physical being have been
broken. How many of our best Teachers break down and are laid
aside, just as their usefulness is generally felt and acknowledged. Is
this great waste of life necessary and unavoidable? If the affirmative
were evident, our lips should be silent, for if this be the only condition
on which we can hope for good Schools it would be a very plain case.
Itis evidently of far more consequence that the present generation
thould be thoroughly educated, than that a few hundred teachers should
live in comfort, or even live much longer at all. But we suspect some
huge sophism lies covered up at the bottom of all such reasoning.
What greater misfortune can befall a school than to have a good
Teacher break down, just as he has cleared the ground of obstructions
and prejudices, and acquired that personal influence over his pupils,
which enables him to be really and eminently useful to them? Such
influence can mot be transmitted to his successor. It is the result of
long continued persevering labor. The school passes into new hands like
a mortgaged estate, on which nearly all the improvements must be sacri-
ficed. There is thus a dead loss to the public: this influence being in
3 great measure the result of deserved confidence reposed by pupils in
the Teacher, and *‘confidence, we all know, isa plant of slow growth.”
It is not a transferable article and must be acquired by the new
teacher at as great a cost as bythe old. The Teacher, therefore, is
" bound to take care of his health, for the same reasons that the general
should be careful of his person. It belongs to the public. He has taken
upon himself obligations which can scarcely be faithfully performed
with feeble health and a diseased body to drag him down. It is his
duty to be healthy for the same reason that it is his duty to be cheerful,
- laborious, patient, and even-tempered ; for, without a miracle, it is
scarcely possible that all these excellent attributes and good disposi-
tions can be coupled with shattered nerves, a diseased liver, or a broken
constitution. Many an unlucky urchin has cause to rue the day on
which his Teacher is tortured with nervous headache or Neuralgia, or
choked by Bronchitis, or suffocated by diseased Lungs. Itis expect-
ing more than we shall find of Christian heroism, when we look for
equanimity under such circumstances.
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We shall seldom be disappointed in expecting to find human beings
fretful and irritable when placed in circumstances of great bodily discom-
fort ; and have long since learned to class the few exceptions among the
ranks of heroes and martyrs. Health, then, is to the Teacher as impor- -
tant as patience, cheerfulness, and good-temper.

‘We propose to notice a few of the many ways in which.the laws of 3
Health are most frequently violated by Teackers. First by night==
studies. Nature must have her proper amount of rest, or if defrauded Ml
of it, will be sure to take revenge the following day on aching head anddil
shaking nerves. Better omit one meal per day than curtail the neces——
sary amount of sleep required for health. Teachers, more than others,
are in great danger of yielding to this habit, from the want of time to
read and study during the day. A few hours redeemed in the morn-
ing should content us; and this, by early rising and a little economy,
may be secured. But this mortal body, like other faithful servants,
must be humored and petted a little when tired, or it will resent neglect,
cease to advance our interests, and at last hang like a dead weight upon
the establishment.

Temperance in food would seem so self-evident a condition of health,
we are almost ashamed to say we fear it is sometimes disregarded. It
would be a very prudent and sanitary arrangement, if some of our good
cooks and house keepers could be persuaded to label the oily, indiges-
tible compounds that sometimes appear on their tables. Then, when
we saw before our eyes in plain English * This is Dyspepsia,” ‘‘Head-
ache,” “Ill-humor,” and ‘“This is a deadly poison,” surely no one
could be such an egregious fool as to swallow them. But if our good
house keepers neglect to attend to their duty in this matter, the best
we can do, perhaps, is to imagine we see the labels before our eyes,
whenever the dishes come up to which they rightfully belong, and gov-
ern ourselves accordingly. ’

Wet feet are another fruitful source of ill heath among Teachers.
¢ Oh! my shoes are good ; water proof,”” exclaims the young Teacher.
Are they indeed? and how long, pray, has it been since kid-slippers
have been demonstrated to be impervious to water? A hundred con-
sumptive women at this moment are living witnesses to the eontrary,
and its demonstration in your individual case may cost inore than it is
worth.  As kid slippers cannot without changing their nature, protect
the feet from dampnesss, no more can a thin summer dress shield the
form from the heavy dews of a western climate. What shall we say,
then, of the courage of those ladies who go forth to face our bleak
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winds clad in summer habiliments. Silks and muslins would defend
them from a polar bear as well as from our biting lake-winds.

Bat all ordinary exposures dwindle when compared withtthe one
we often notice, and as often marvel at. We allude to the very general
Practice of coming from a crowded roem heated almost to suffocation,
clad in their habits without putting on extra clothing. A young lady
who dares do this, shows, in our opinion, some leaning towards suicide,
and raises a doubt in respect to her perfect samity. We should be
-surprised indeed if on meeting her the following morning, she were

not as hoarse as a raven, or laid by for weeks of Bronchitis or Influenza.

Yot the rules of health are almost self-evident : the difficulty surely
does not lie in apprekending the principles.

We think with Carlisle if these things be true it were best they be
done. A few practical hints will therefore be added, which if not abso-
Intely new are ‘‘ almost as good as new.” The few rules most impor-
tant for the preservation of health, are indeed so simple, they can be
easily understood, so few they may be readily remembered, so easy they
may be practised and obeyed, and so reasonable that they commend

themselves to our common sense as soon as announced. It will, how-
ever, be no great harm to repeat them often, as they are in no danger of
wearing out by use any more than the multiplication table.

Rise early, exercise freely before meals, resting a while if possible
immediately after, especially from mental labor, as the stomach then
requires all the circulating medium for its own use.

Bathe daily in cold water ; keep the feet warm, the head cool, dress
loosely,— avoid evening exposures, and perform all severe mental labor
as far as possible in the morning, reserving the evening for rest and
recreation.

Fret not thy Soul at unavoidable evils, and, above all things, be care-
ful to keep always a conscience void of offense.

Then if after living a reasonable life we should fail to attain a long
and happy one, we shall at least have the satisfaction of knowing we

are clear of the guilt of suicide.
CLEVELAND, O., May, 1855. . H. VAIL.

Be not affronted at a jest. Ifone throws salt at thee thou wilt re-
eeive no harm, unléss thou hast sore places.

The men who jump at conclusions seldom reach any that are worth
having. These must be got by climbing.
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Ignorance any Jreogauee ve. Wishom any Bumility.

School Teachers have a good, but School Examiners a better
opportunity to study human nature. Both see human character in
many pleasing, and not a few amusing as well as painful aspects.

On closing the laborious and trying duties of an examination day,
I bave often been tempted to give, to the readers of the Journal, a
sketch of the day’s experience. Probably few of my readers have
failed to observe that Ignorance, Arrogance, Presumption and
Impudence are boon companions, and that Wisdom and Humility,
Prudence and Politeness, are bosom friends. Of .this truth I was
forcibly reminded by the experience of a recent examination day.

One document, which I have neither the memory nor the genius to
reproduce in its richness as respects either its orthography, or its high-

" er literary characteristics, is unfortunately mislaid, and the public will
have to forego the profit derivable from its publication entire.

This document was a ‘‘certificate of moral character,” addressed to
the Board of Examiners, and officially signed by three Local Direct-
ors ; who, therein, after certifying to the moral character of the candi-
date, proceeded to certify that they knew the bearer to be abundantly
qualified to teach school, and proceeded — ‘‘ you will therefore give
him a certificate to teach, even if you should find him deficient, for
we regard the ldw, requiring teachers to be examined, a mere form,
and if you don’t give him a certificate you will be guilty of contempt
of our wishes and the best interests of education.”

As might be presumed from the character of this indorsement, the
oandidate was found to be totally unqualified, and of course we were
under the painful necessity of being ¢ guilty of contempt of the wishes *’
of our modest friends and volunteer directors, though we trust not ¢ of
the interests of Education.”

Another certificate of moral character, though muck more modest,
will bear publication in this connection, ‘‘ verbatim et literatim.”

‘“ Wee do hear by certifi that. A.B.C is a man of good morral char-
acter and we dew believe him capable of teaching a comman school in
hour District’’. [ Signed by four.]

The Examiners thought differently, and of course gave no certificate.

The following literal copy of a letter, from a modest young lady,
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who perhaps ““esteems herself more highly than she ought,” tells its
own story:

¢‘Messrs School Examiners of Co Ohio. Dear Sirs I had
the trouble and expense of three trips to N. before getting a
certificate Last year I suppose it was by your neglience in losing my
Manuscript the first time, One of you Gentlemen give me a grant
that I should have ome soon this year as I intimated that I had a
School Engaged Sirs I think you need to be Stirred up to a remem-
brance of your duty occasionlly Please attend to this Amediately.

Yours Respectfully

The only reason that Miss * bad the trouble and
expense of three trips Last year”” and one ‘‘this year” is this: she
was “ weighed in the balance and found wanting.”

Other certificates of moral character were presented, on the same day
with the above, which afford so striking a contrast, and so well illustrate
the proposition that Wisdom, Worth and Humility are bosom compan-
ions, that I subjoin a copy of one of them hoping that it may meet the

eye of some of those whose productions are given above.

“To the Board of Common School Examiners of Co:

1 do hereby certify that Miss is a person of good
moral character, and as such I take pleasure in recommending her to
jou as a proper person to teach a common school, if otherwise found
wmpetent by your honorable body.

This was signed by a gentleman well known as a prominent influen-
tial citizen, a man of worth, and one who has filled with credit high
ud honorable posts in our state government. In ¢Ais we see no assump-
tion, no dictation, but a plain, simple, respectful, certificate of moral
character, one which leaves the examiners at liberty to discharge their
own duties, according to the dictates of their. own conscience.

Many answers are received from candidates under examination, which,
ot first, provoke something more than a smile, from those who examine
the manuscripts, but which afterwards awaken sad reflections respect-
ing the kind of instruction which thousands upon thousands of our
youth are receiving in our public, and perhaps some of our private

sehools. And these reflections do, or should, nerve the examiner to
persevere in the faithful discharge of his duties, amidst discouragements
and difficulties ; to be more strict and rigid in his examinations, though
charged with being unreasonably rigid already.
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A few questions and answers given at a recent examination will
serve as an illustration.

¢ What is the rule for finding the greatest common divisor ?”

Answer. “ Multiply the quantity by the quality.”

* What is requisite for successful teaching ?”

Ans. ““They should keep a register of the days that each one are
present and absent.

“Define Draft.”

Ans. ““The weight of the box ete., with the goods it contains. *’

‘“ What is a direct and what an sndirect question ?”

Ans. ““ A direct questionis— Who are they, an indirect question
is — Who is they. ”

““ What is Grammar ?”’

Ans. ¢ Grammar ma be defined, is a desecription of it as distinguishes
that entire thing from every thing else in nature.”

These answers are all exact copies from the original manuseripts.

And the writer of the last answer above, when told that she could
not have a certificate, immediately produced one signed by the Board

of an adjoining county entitling her to teach one year.
8. N. 8.

HOME EDUCATION.

Education is the development and culture of the various faculties
with which we are endowed. Much, very much, may be done by
parents to aid in this important work, by the judicious encouragement
of their efforts to act out the characteristics of their own minds, and by
adopting proper means for forming their tastes.

The following incident will illustrate our meaning. When Benja-
min West, the great American Painter, was a child, having been left
by his Mother to watch an infant during her temporary absence, he
amused himself by attempting to make a picture of the babe sleeping
in the cradle. When, on her return, he showed her the picture, instead
of reproving him, as he feared she might, for meddling with the pen
and ink, she caught him in her arms and kissed him. ** That kiss”
said he in after life, “made me a painter.” Subsequently, having
been told that camel’s hair brushes were used by painters, having no
means of obtaining such ready made, he endeavored to provide himself
by stripping the cat : this animal was a favorite in the family, and when
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the cause of her shabby appearance was ascertained, instead of punish-
ing or reproving him severely, his father admonished ;him™in such a
manner as to secure rather than alienate his confidence, to increase
rather than repress his affection.

The late Wm. Etty made his first drawings with a piece of white
chalk on the floor. His mother noticed them. How does she treat the
youung artist now watching her with his whole soul in his eyes? Let
him answer; ‘ My pleasure amounted to ecstasy when my mother pro-
mised me next morning, if I was a good boy, I should use some colors
mixed with gum-water. I was so pleased, I could hardly sleep.”

In both these cases we can easily imagine what disastrous effects
might have been produced upon the sensitive minds of these children,
had a different course been pursued. True, there are some gifted chil-
dren who will persevere without encouragement or appreciation, and even
in spite of opposition. It is said that when the father of Eli Whitney,
having returned from a journey, inquired how his sons had been em-
ployed, the house-keeper reluctantly told him that Eli had been busied
in making a fiddle. ¢Alas !’ said his father with a sigh, ¢ I fear that
Eli will have to take his portion out in fiddles.”” But the trials and
failures, the perseverance required. and the final success achieved, in
the effort to construct that fiddle during his father’s prolonged absence,

- prepared the way for the invention of the Cotton Gin, which has added
millions to the wealth of the world!

« How greatly do parentsand preceptors err in mistaking for mischief
or wanton idleness, all the little manceuvers of young persons, which
are frequently practical inquiries to confirm or to refute doubts passing
in their minds. When the aunt of James Watt reproved the boy for
his idleness, and desired him to take a book, or to employ himself to
some useful purpose, and not to be taking the lid off the kettle and
putting it on again, and holding now a cup and now a silver spoon over
the steam, how little was she aware that he was investigating a prob-
lem which was to lead to the greatest of human inventions !

The tastes of children are generally formed in early life, and often
by trifling incidents, to which we attach no importance. *‘ Linnaeus
was the son of a poor Swedish clergyman. His father had a little
flower-garden in which he cultivated all the choice flowers which his
means or taste could select. Into this flower-garden he introdued his
little son from infancy ; and this garden undoubtedly created a taste in
the child which afterwards made him the first botanist and naturalist of
his age, if not of his race.”
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-_— Ll
Bhould not parents be encouraged by such facts to study the dispo- |
sitions and tendencies of the minds of their children, and endeavor to
lead them onward toward the accomplishment of that for which their
Creator has designed them ? A.D. L

PROFESSIONAL.

Teuching ad Training,

Many Teachers fail to accomplish what they wish, because they do
not understand the difference between teaching and training. To
teach is to communicate jnstruction, to impart information : to (rain is
to ‘“exercise, to discipline, to teach and form by practice,”’ says
Webster. With those who are already educated, measurably, mere
teacking or precept may suffice ; but for young persons, those who are
to be educated, training, practice, must be superadded, or much of our
labor will be lost. This is the object we have in view in many of our
reviews and repetitions, and in the various exercises by which scholars
are required to apply in practice what they have attempted to learn.

- With reference to intellectual culture, this .training is intimately,
connected with the law of association, which lies at the foundation of
habit. Much may be learned on this subject by observing the plans
adopted by those who have acquired skill in the training of animals.
The following is related of a successful horse-trainer who called at a
certain nobleman’s, and offered to ride any horse which could be pro-
duced. ‘‘ Having one remarkably stubborn the nobleman told a groom

"to bring her out. The stranger then deliberately mounted, and urged
her to move, but not one step would she stir. After a pause, he
quietly dismounted, gave her one severe stroke with his whip, and
again resumed the saddle. The mare remained immovable, but the
man preserved his temper, and got down quietly a second time,
repeating the blow, but with no better success. After the third stroke,
however, she was completely subdued, and moved forward with perfect
obedience. .

It now became evident that the design of the horseman was to give
that followed. When this was established, she was willing to move.
the animal time to associate the idea of her disobedience with the stroke
On the contrary, if a shower of blows had been dealt out, as thou-
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sands of horsemen would have done, the mare would have had no time
to reflect, and both she and her rider been roused into fury.”

A couple of good anecdotes are told of Dean Swift, which are
exactly in point. His servant-girl, whose duty it was to attend to his
fire and keep his study in order, had an inveterate habit of leaving the
door open ; and though she had been reminded of this failing again
and again, and had received ‘‘ precept upon precept,”’ still her bad
babit was not mended. On a certain day she had permission to
attend a fair in the neighborhood, and just before starting, having
repaired to the Dean’s room to know if he had any further commands
before she left, she withdrew, leaving the door open as usual. The
Dean waited till she had crossed the lawn and nearly reached the gate,
a distance of several rods from the house, and then despatched a ser-
vant in great haste to call her back. She was, of course, not a little
vexed at this unexpected summons; when she appeared at his door
and inquired what was wanted : ¢ Shut the door, Mary,’” said the Dean,
without lifting his eyes from his book.

At a certain time he was making a journey on horseback accom-
panied by his footman. After a few days, John, having found that
his master’s boots, which he had spent so much time in polishing,
became, in a few hours after starting in the morning, quite as" muddy
as they were the night before, concluded that his labor was all lost,
and accordingly the next morning presented the boots without cleaning.
To his master’s inquiry, he gave the above reasoning, which appeared to
be quite satisfactory. The Dean, however, immediately directed the
host not on any account to give John any breakfast. When the ser-
vant was called on to start he informed his master that he had had no
breakfast. *‘Ah,”’ said the Dean, *I thought if you should eat this
morning you would be hungry again by noon, and it would therefore
do no good.”

No one acquainted with the laws of mind will need to be told that
the methods adopted by tho Dean were crowned with success propor-
tionste to their shrewdness.

It is in accordance with the ideas here sought to be enforced, that
the wise man says ““Train up a child in the way he should go, and
when he is old he will not depart from it.”” Mere teaching will not

always suffice : skillful training will rarely fail to accomplish its object.
A.D. L.
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Englisy Grammar,

NO. 1I.

As was suggested in a previous article, we now proceed to consider
the several steps of what may be denominated ‘‘Sentential Analysis.”
As its name implies it has exclusive reference to the elements of various
kinds used in forming sentences.

The first three steps, however, may be regarded as preliminary to the
true analysis. But as they are indispensable to the right understand-
ing of a sentence, and as they throw light on the succeeding steps,
they may, with propriety, be considered as forming a part of the gene-
ral exercise. :

The first of these, therefore, is the correct delivery of the sentence
or paragraph. This of course, includes a knowledge of reading and
Elocution, embracing a general outline, at least, of all that comes prop-
erly under these heads. Hence it will be inferred, that this method of
- Analysis should not be presented in detail, until the pupil has acquired

some considerable proficiency in these branches. But, as before re-
marked, the principles of general Analysis, and reading and spelling
may be taught simultaneously ; so that when this system is taken up
in detail, it will appear to be only an extension and a classification of
what has been previously presented.

The second step is transposition, where necessary. It often happens
that sentences, especially in poetry, require a kind of revision or reir-
rangement of members before they can be correctly analysed. And
whether this is the case or not, the order of the members may be
changed so that the pupil may have an opportunity of judging of that
arrangement which shows the greatest strength. It gives him a clear
idea of the natural order, in which the elements of a sentence arrange
themselves. .

The third step is parapkrasing sentences and paragraphs preparato-
ry to their proper.analysis. This consists in giving the author’s mean-
ing in the words of the pupil. It may, however, be carried to any ex-
tent the teacher desires. For instance: he may confine it to a mere
change of words to those of kindred signification ; or he may extend it
into a general discussion, of the matter and manner, the truth or falsity
of the text. This exercise gives very clear views of the author’s mean-

_ing. Indeed it is doubtful whether there is any one exercise of more
practical benefit to the pupil than this. It aids very much in the culti-
vation of the powers of expression, and has a tendency to make close
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thinkers (rare productions in these days of steam and lightning,) and
accurate scholars, not only in this science, but in all others.

Next, after the arrangement of the above preliminaries, we may
take up the nature of sentences. This consists in showing whether
they are declarative, interrogative or exclamatory, and in pointing out
the subdivisions that occur under these three general heads.

It will be borne in mind that the nature of a sentence determines, in
8 measure, its delivery. Tt might therefore, appear that this step should
precede the others. But when we reflect that the delivery is taught in
reading exereises, and that the nature of sentences is brought forward
here, not so much for the purpose of being discussed, as for an aid in
other exercises, it will appear proper enough. The same is true meas-
urably of the two succeeding steps, viz: Structure, and Rank, the first

having reference to the proximity and correlation of the members, and
the second to the independence or mutual dependence of the same.
Hence sentences may be close, compact or loose with reference to struc-
ture. There are also subdivisions under these heads. This step
throws light upon the succeeding one, for the rank of a member must
depend, to a great extent, upon the structure of the whole. Hence
sentences with reference to their rank may be sndependent (having in-
dependent members) and dependent (having dependent members.)

The elements of a sentence may be considered next, pointing out the
subject and predicate, the objective, adjective and adverbial elements,
tlso designating the class—(1st, 2d, or 3d,) to which they belong.

This exercise is more extensive than any other belonging to the sys-
tem of Analysis; and for this reason its details will be deferred until
another time. It also has more direct reference to the syntactical rela- .
tion of the various kinds of elements. Hence it may be regarded as
the true analysis of sentences. It should precede common parsing, be-
cause it prepares the way for that exercise. Having attended carefully
t this, the agreement, government and relation of the parts of speech
are determined with comparative ease. The parts of speech themselves
e more readily distinguished, and not only so, but a thorough knowl
edge of this and the preceding exercises gives an ease and freedom of
thought and expression, which can not be acquired by the common

method of parsing. It gives extended and comprehensive views of
thelanguage. The writer or speaker is not confined to the narrow lim-
its of the parts of speech alone, in giving utterance to his thoughts, but
he has the whole range of elements before him, of the second and third
class—and the varieties and forms of these classes from which to make
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his selections, affording all that pleasing variety so desirable in compo-
sition. It shows the great strength and extreme flexibility of the lan-
guage, the power it possesses to establish truth and enforce argument, its
capabilities to clothe thoughts and ideas in their most attractive garb;
thus throwing a charm around the whole subject.

This department of sentential analysis may be divided into two steps,
viz: the elements of the entire sentence, (which elements often contain
other elements of any or of all the three classes) and the elements again
of these parts; or elements and sub-elements. A synopsis of the above
method, may be briefly sketched or summed up in the following out-
line:

{Accenhul.. {g’

Sweeps, .
Bena, \Emphatic... § o
Key, Upward,
1- Delivery—baving roference fo3 Vasiation.... Slldes..{ v ard,
tion. et Force & rate. Double.
2. Transposition, etc. Partial,
Closes.. 3 Perfect.
3. Paraphrasing, etc.
' Declarative, .
Nature of sente Inte: ti g%ﬁm
4. Nature of sentences.......... rrogative g efinite, . pycarativ
Anal Exclamatory ..o orr... | Interro ive,
ysis S o 2T g;.’,’;"‘ nu'::
Cloge, st Form.
1 €
5. Structure, ete....{ Compact.. 3%‘:&:0'{3 «
Perfect,
Loose. z Imperfe’ct.
Independent
6. Rank........ | Dopanaent.”
7. Elements,
(8. Sub-elements.
On1o WESLEYAN UNIVERSITY. J. OGDEX

S The English Gernmd,

Much confusion ariges in the grammar of our language, by one’s x3ot
attending to the exact force and nature of the words employed in the
.sentence. No part of speech, perhaps, affords greater difficulty thhan
the verb with its various inflections ; and yet nothing is more systematic
and regular. I speak here more particularly of the mood. It is im
this accident that verbs are the most difficult to understand.

There is one mood of the verb constantly omitted from the classifics
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tion found in our grammar books, and yet constantly used in both
speaking and writing—I mean the gerund. The gerund is that form
of the verb, which, used substantively, retains the regimen of the verb.
Thus, if I say I, Lighting the ﬁre, find warmth,” I use the partwl-
ple, or participial mood.

If I say, ““ The lighting of the fire warms me,” I use the, same form
of the verb as in the previous sentence, but it is no longer a participle,
i. e., a derivative from the verb with an adjective concord. It is now
a verbal substantive, having a constmctxon preclsely similar to all other
substantives.

Lastly : I say, By lighting the ﬁre, I am warmed ;”’ in which sen-
tence, the word lighting is a substantive, in that it is governed by the pre-
position ; and a verd, in that it governs the substantive following it. This
i8 called a gerund, (from the Latin gerere, “to carry’’)—so named be-

cause it performs a double duty, and therefore carries a double burden,
—a verb meaning and a noun meaning. It resembles Issachar of old
—an ‘‘ass, couching down between two burdens”’—or the pack-saddle
of our Datch fore-fathers, with the meal on one side and the stone on
the other to balance it.

There needs be no confusion in explaining this construetion, because
the position of the mood commonly determines its character. That mood
B participial which is used as an adjoctive to agree with the substan-
ie ag a modifier, and it is gerundive when it governs a substantive, or
i governed by a preposition, ete. It may also be readily distinguished

from verbal substantives, by observing that all substantives, whether

Yerbal or not, have the construction of the substantive, and that only.
DEuwm, 0. May, 1855. 8. W. W.

Qbwirdupois Wheight —3 Hesson,

The class had finished reciting the Table of the above weight. It
Was an arbitrary effort of memory. It was so many more words and
res, composing empty propositions ; all looked like machine or auto-
Mata, This did not realize the theory of education, on which manhood
I jtg highest ideal may solidly rest.
1 beckoned Edward to my side, that he might take the wexghts from
the School Cabinet, and send them to the class.

* Charles, there is a two pound weight. Hold it in your hand, till
N 1
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you feel its weight, and could judge whether a book, or an apple weighs
as much. Then, Robert, you may weigh it, and let it go into the hand
of every boy in the class.”

It passed around. The next was a pound weight, then the half
pound, then the quarter, the two ounce and the ounce. Then I took
the pound in my right hand, and the ounce in my left.

‘ How many ounces make a pound?” ¢ Twelve.” The next below
‘says, * Sixteen,”’ and passes up.

¢If a pound, Avoirdupois weight, is sixteen ounces, then a half pound
contains how many ounces ?”> ¢ Eight,”” shouted the eager class, avail-
ing itself of the unusual liberty allowed in oral digressions, (which are
no rarity.) * Very well, pass the half pound weight again. How
many ounces?”’ ¢ Eight,”” rung again from the rosy lips of the atten-
tive auditory, with that tone of triumphant certainty, which sent the
Syracusan Philosopher apparently demented through the streets, vocifer-
ating *“ Eureka ;’ the tone of delighted consciousness, affirming an ap-
preciated fact new to the mind ; an unquestionable truth bright with
the lustre of the mine whence it rose. That is the spirit to cultivate in
a scholar, alike remote from obstinate dogmatism, on the one hand, and
from sloth on the other. It is the spirit of a Fremont, a Columbus, a
Canova. Pardon the digression and this additional, that the applica-
tion of a sentiment is good for nothing, if it does not come in, where it
belongs, like good advice to persons in love.

To return. ““True. Now,if a half pound is eight ounces, then a _
quarter pound "’—* four ounces,” ** four ounces.”

My dear fellow-teacher, did you ever test your own success, in con-
veying definite ideas, by the exactness of detail, as in dollars, ounces=m
yards, that hangs the denomination to the number given, not only menesm
tioning the four, but as if, by spontaneous effort, unconsciously addin _a
ounces’’ like a business man.

¢ Had we scales, we could weigh articles, like a merchant. I wi
bring the scales.”” It cost but a moment to spring open the wire hoc=mm
suspending a small pair of balances, used for Chemical purposes, anmm_
bring it to the class.

¢ What have you got to weigh ? or you? or you ? running my fing -
rapidly along the line of enthusiasts.”

“ A knife ? hold | weigh this one.” ¢ Here is this,” said Fram ¥
with rather a doubt in his air, and voice, as he drew a top from Emi
right pocket. It weighed an ounce, to a drachm, the scale poising &£
perfectly as the composure of my nerves allowed.
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Not to make this a long article, (too long, perhaps as it is,), he
weighed tops, a green marble, pearl-handled knife, pennies, (four weigh.
ing 13 oz,) till it was time to close, intermingled with which was an expla-
anation of the duties of the sealer of weights, as well as a call from a gen-
tleman having sons in the school, who seated himself, and saw the process
with much interest.

To-morrow, we will see how weights and measures are made, from
standards, how necessary they are for trade, and similar adjacent ideas.

A word, and this is elosed. How easy to convert the dull routine

of the ¢ TaBLEs,”” more detestable than the Roman, alas, far more hate-
ful than dining-tables, into food for the mind, exquisite culture of the
hand, eye, and a powerful stimulant to future effort. 7'ke teacher
makes the school. A thinking man, who acts himself out, creates
thoughts in the mind of those that touch er skirt his sphere of influ-
ence, as a well-affectioned man, finds his scholars hanging on his lips,
like children on a parent, with an insatiate and growing love of learn-
ing, a passionated thirst for knowledge, which the infinite dimensions
of our immortal capacities will forever limit, and satiate, but to heighten
it anew.

Teacher ; the eyes, the ears, the hands, that cosperate in study, and
inyour charge, to-day, to-morrow, if duly trained, and sanctified in the
garb of Heaven, weigh the planets and the suns, or measure their orbits
and compute their Cycles. Do your utmost, to win the young mind to
the love of Truth. L. W. HART.

[ Conn. Commen School Journal.

MATHEMATICAL DEPARTMENT.

SQLUTIONS TO QUESTIONS PUBLISHED IN THE APRIL NUMBER
OF THIS JOURNAL.

QuzsrroN No. 15.  Solution by A.

(o4 B. CornELr.—Let ABC be the tri-

angle; BE base produced ; AD the

perpendicular. DE joins the perpen-

dicular and base produced, passing

o \ z through C. CD = radius of the

Tircumseribed circle about ABC. .
DrmonstraTION.—ACE = 90°, hence AC? 4 CE2 = AP =
4AB?, or CE? = 3AB2or CE: AB:: #/3:1. (1) ACE and ACD
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are similar, since their sides are perpendicular. . CE:AC:: A
: CD, or compared with (1) AC: CD :: #3:1; but Dav. Leg. ]
V, Prop.IV. 8., AC: R:: V3: 1, therefore, CD = R.

)] No. 16. Solution by A. ScavyLER.—L

x
z=2"2"and ”in ADB, then —— &« 22 :

A y ] 360
C 12 gin 2 ar?
CADB, and ———— = CAB; but—
2 3

U = required segment ; .-.

T 12 5in 2 92  ginzx T 1,
S e
360 2 8 2 360 3

x 120
or — §in x = ——. From the table of Nat. Sines we find
57.3 57.83 -

between 149° and 150°: by double position the correction is found =
16’ 30", .-. the angle ABC or arc ADB = 149° 16’ 30".

In ACE the angle A = 90° — 74° 38' 15", = 15° 21’ 45". Th
sin 90° : gin 15° 21’ 45" : : r : CE. Nat. Sines 1:.26492 :::
CE. CE =.26492r. DE =DC —EC = r— 264922 = .7350¢

22 — 8"
-No. 17. Solution by R. W. McFarranp.—Tirst,

z
3V,
+ Vi — 16\ = —;—- Clear of fractions and factor,
’ 3z
2(@P=1 Vz) +2 vV V’yQ — i = ——, hence
2

. Va Vs 33
Ve _dyy=——+ Vg=— or — —.
$—de 2 2 2
z 9z

Second, Yz + V8(y—vz) —4 = 9 + 1. Transpose
y— Vz—2 V.‘W:—v_z)—:_l = — 1. Multiply by 2 .
gubtract: 1 from each member.
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(2 (9—Vx) —1]—4 Vo (y — ;) —1 = — 8, a quadratic.
¥3B) (V2(y-— vz) —1=238),orl= ‘[2(y— v?—_i (B)
2(@—vz)—1l=1lory=Vz: 41
x

P=x+2Vz:+1 = (A), 4 V;-{-—4—, whence

z=2o0r4 andy = Va4 1or V4 1. Bytaking (A")
ud (B’) other values of = and y may be found.

Several very beautiful demonstrations of No. 15 have been received,
but with more complicated figures. B.F. Downs sent 4 demonstrations
: for it—all very short. Several solved No. 16 by Calculus, but it was
| thought the above would be understood by a larger class of persons.

AcNoWLEDGMENT.—All the questions were solved by Adspectum,
Bowlder, B. F. Downs, Gamma, George Huldey, C. S. Hays, R. W.
McFarland, J. N. Soders and M. C. Stevens. A. B. Cornell solved

the 15th and 17th, J. McCarty solved the 15th and A. Schuyler the
I6th. - :

QUESTIONS FOR SOLUTION.
No. 22. By Bowwper.—The sine of an arc whose radius is unity,

. x
s Va =z, What is its tangent.

No. 23. By 8 Loure.—Given z + zy + 23 + 232 = 15.

2+ 2% 4 2y + 2% = 85.
o find z and y.
No. 24. By A. ScauyLer.—What is the product of Zero and In-

ity ¢

Correspondents furnishing questions will please accompany them with
«ir own solutions when they can do so.

All communications for this Department should be addressed ¢ Math.
Dep’t. 0. J. Ed’n., Care of F. W. Horrr, Cincinnati, O.,” until far-

her notice ; and, to be in time, should be mailed by the first of the
T onth preceding that on which they are to appear.

th

THE USE OF GEOMETRY IN THE SOLUTION OF NUMERICAL
PROBLEMS.

Exaupre 8.—Brown and Smith united in the purchase of a tract of
land which contained A acres, Brown paying B )< C dollars, and Smith
Paying D X E dollars. But different parts of the land being found
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to be of unequal value, it was so divided that Brown’s part cost
lars per acre more than Smith’s. How many acres fell to the sl
each?

A B C D E F Sorurron.—Take HK = A
representing Brown’s part of the
‘LK Smith’s part. Let LM rep
the price per acre of Brown’s
and KQ the price per acre of St
Complete the rectangles HM
LQ; then wil HM = B X
sum paid by Brown, and LQ
X E, the sum paid by Smith.
Now, ON (= F) is given, s
represents the given difference
prices per acre. If, therefore,

be applied the rectangle OT = the given area HM, the side OR -
given. And if to RT (= ON), be applied the rectangle RW

w T M N given area LQ, the si(

will be given. Fro
equals HM and OT

O the common part Ol
there will remain I

i H PT.

Now, HP : LQ :: PT : RW, because the antecedents are ¢
lent rectangles, as are also the conmsequents. But by reason
equal altitades we have HP : LQ : : OP : PQ. And for a lik
gson PT:RW ::PR:RV. Therefore, OP:PQ::PR: R
which is equivalent, OP : 0Q — OP :: OR — OP : RV. 1
by inversion we have 0Q — OP : OP : : RV : OR — OP, in
proportion all the lines except OP are given. For 0Q, RV an
respectively, substituting @, ¢ and d, and for OP substituting
proportion will become @ — z : x : : ¢ : d — x, which isidentic
that of Example 7. The problem is, therefore, solved, since
been changed into one which has already been solved.

CarcuratioN.—Let A = 0Q =a =90; B < C = 12(
X E =500, and F = 20. Then OR=d=3B % C =
1200 = 20 =60; andRV =¢ =D Y E =+ F = 500 =+
25. The calculation may be completed according to the methot
cated in Example 7. . ‘

) |
‘l v R
K
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GEeoMETRICAL EQUIvaLENT.—Given the areas, the sum of the bases,
and the difference of the altitudes of two rectangles to find the sides.

AraeBrarc EQuivaLENT.—Given pr =a, gy = b, p+qg=e¢,
and x — y = d, to determine p, ¢, x and y.

Remark.—B and C, the sides of therectangle B ) C; and D and
E, the sides of the rectangle D ) E, may be proportional to any con-

venient factors of the numbers expressing the areas.
LANCASTER, O. JOHN WILLIAMS.

Errara.—In the diagram connected with Example 7, (See May No.
page 143,) the letters C and G should be interchanged. At the bot-
tom of the page for ‘* proposition ’’ read proportion.

MISCELLANEOUS.

The Indinity and Intiquity of Creation,

There are myriads of microscopic animals living in the water we
drink, the air we breathe, and the food we eat. A large portion of the
orust of the earth is composed of the remains of animal life : animals,
some of them inconceivably small, and yet of perfect construction and
organization : animals which lived and died far back in the dim vista
of the past, perhaps millions of years before Adam was created.

There appears to be no limit to the meinuteness, or to the vastness of
creation. Some of these little animals are so small that millions may
be found in a single cubic inch of rock. In a cubic inch of chalk,
{with which every schoolboy and schoolgirl is familiar,) a formation
1000 feet in thickness, there may be more than one million well-pre-
served animalcules with their shells. In Germany there is a formation

14 feet in thickness, called Polishing Slate, a cubic inch of which con-
tains forty one thousand millions of these microscopic ahimals.

In contrast with these little animals, how huge and vast is this earth
on which we live! And yet were the sun to be placed centrally upon
the earth, it would extend not only far out on every side to the distant
moon, but also as far beyond the moon, as the moon is from the earth.
A body so great, that were there a railroad encircling it, and were
we to take cars on that railroad and travel at the usual speed, resting
only nights and Sundays, it would require nearly fifty years — double
the average of human life—to travel round it. Still, notwithstanding
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the vastness of our sun, when compared with other suns it dwindles to
a point, and becomes comparatively an object too minute for observa-
tion.

For mst.ance, the bright star, in the well-known constellation ZLgra,
would . nearly fill the whole orbit of Uranus, which is 3650 millions
of miles in diameter. So vast that a person traveling at the accus-
tomed railroad speed day and night without cessation, would be more
than 60,000 yearsin passing round it. But there are others still lar-
ger. Some of the nebulous stars, if placed centrally upon our sun,
would extend w1th their atmosphere in every direction far out beyond
the great orbit of Neptune.

The nebulous cluster, called the “Mxlky Way,” to which our sun
belongs, is but a small fraction of creation, and yet it is estimated to
contain more than 18 millions of stars; many of which, probably a large
number are, when compared with our sun, of enormous dimensions.

The powers of the liveliest imagination soon flag in endeavoring
to form even an approximate idea of this comparatively small number
of dazzling luminaries ; or indeed to obtain any just conception of the
immensity of only one of these mighty, ponderous orbs! But among
all these luminous worlds which people the regions of space, there is
harmony and perfect order ; and these vast centers of light, accompanied
by their attendant primaries and secondaries, are themselves moving
round some great.central star. Maedler, the celebrated German As-
tronomer, supposes this central sun to be Alcyone (25 Taun) in
Pleiades ; being distant from us more than 34 millions of times the dis-
tance of our sun, and requiring 537 years for light-to pass from it to
us. He thinks he has also determined .the period of the revolution of
our sun, with its 60 attendants, (39.primaries and 21 secondaries) to
be 18,200,000 years; the mass of all the inferior systems— the suns
between us and Aleyone—to be 117,400,000 times that of our sun.

Traveling at an inconceivable velocity it requires, we dearn then,
more than 18 millions of years for our solar system to perform but one
revolution ; and yet it is probable, aye, quite evident, that our system
has described more than one circuit of its mighty orbit in this bound-
less immensity of space. Geological science, for the formation of the
various strata comprising the crust of the earth, leads us back, for its
inchoation, through periods of such inconceivable length that the pow

ers of the mind fail to date the period of the creative fiat. And yet
the deductions from Astronomical science on this point fully corrobor
ate those from Geology. It was but a few years since, when it was
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almost universally believed that the work of creation occurred only

about 6,000 yearsago, and that at that period the earth first came rolling

from the hands of its creator. But this theory has been overthrown
by the developments and investigations of Geologists. )

Xet us now see if Revelation and Astronomy would not equally

owverthrow such a belief. Revelation teaches us that “in the deginning
Grod created the heavens and the earth.” The creation of the starry
hosts then, which dot the regions of space, was synchronous, far back
i the beginning, with that of the earth and our solar system. On the
moming of creation, the earth and all the blazing orbs which constitute
Yhe ‘“heavens,” at the sound of the Almighty fiat, from nothingness
sprung forth into being, and started at once with concurrent action on
Xheir harmonious journeyings. Thus we learn that the primitive earth
i8 equi-ancient with all the shining points which people the starry firm-
awment above. And also that the creation of the earth and its duration
thus far is a syndrome as well with the most distant system of worlds,

& with the less remote. _

Moreover light from these distant bodies could not have started on
its wearisome journey defore the morning of creation ; and yet astrono-
mers tell us, that it requires millions of years for light to traverse the
intervening distance before reaching the earth. Sir Wm. Herschel sta-
ted that light must have been more than two millions of years in pass-
ing from some of the nebula he was examining to the earth; and later

astronomers assure us that there are nebula discernible, which are so
remote that it must have required more than 30 millions of years from
the day of creation, before their light could have reached the earth.

And yet how lohg these silent whisperings form the eternity of past
years have been conversant with earth, we know not. Neither can we
tell how far back deyond this period in the vast eternity of departed
ages, to place the deginning. But this only do we know, that the
date of the act of creation must be anterior to any such period.

It is very probable that light has been traveling from some parts of
this boundless universe even since the dawn of creation, and not reach-
ed us yot, some of these heralds of the mighty past may now be just
arriving ; some just entering within the range of the far-secing tele-
scope ; whilst others perhaps are only midway in their swift journey-
ings to the earth! And yet Revelation tells us, that the inceptions of
these systems, so remote in the regions of illimitable space, were syn-
chronous with those of the earth.
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Thus, indeed, independent of Geologists or Geological science, we
can satisfactorily determine the great antiquity of creation, and conse-
quently of the earth. Our mother earth is truly venerable with years.
.8he is old now, very old; and yet she moves on in her accustomed
path with as much grandeur and sprightliness as when first *‘the morn-
ing stars sang together and all the sons of God shouted for joy.”

MaRIETTA HiGH SOHOOL, APRIL, 1855. ¥. M. D.

Anstoers to @uestions om the Sehool Xuk,

BY THE COMMISSIONER OF COMMON SCHOOLS.

QUESTION 97.~Are members of a board of school examiners entitled to com-
pensation for services rendered at the special meetings of said board ?

ANSWER.—By sec. 46 of the school law, itis provided that “the members
of the board shall be entitled to receive each one dollar and fifty cents for every
day necessarily engaged in official service, to be paid out of the county treasury
on the order of the county auditor.” By sec. 45, it is made their duty to fix the
time and place of holding regular meetings, and to cause notice of the same to be
published in some newspaper of general circulation in their county.

‘When, therefore, members of a board of school examiners present their bills for
services rendered at special meetings, such bills should be accompanied with a
statement of the circumstances which, in the opinion of the board, rendered such
meetings necessary, and the county auditor should allow them, and issue his waz-
rant for their payment, unless it appear that such meetings were wholly un-

necessary. '

School districts should not be subjected to the alternative of doing without
schools for a month or two, or of employing persons who do not hold the re-
quisite certificates and whose qualifications may be of doubtful character, in or-

‘der to save the expense of a special meeting of the board. Such would be a
“penny-wise and pound-foolish” policy. Nor should such special meetings be
called every time an itinerating teacher may chance to desire an examination.

County auditors should be reasonable in allowing compensation to examiners
for their services, and the latter should be judicious and prudent in appointing
special meetings.

QuEesTION 98.—The person elected to the office of local director in a certain
sub-district, being temporarily absent at the time of the election, and not return-
ing so as to take the requisite oath of office within five days thereafter, the
board of education appointed another person to fill said office. Was the appoint-
ment legal? .

ANSWER.— It was not; for no vacancy had ocurred in said office, by
death, refusal or incapacity to serve, removal out of sub-district, or resignation.
Although it is provided in sec. 3, that local directors shall, within five days after
their election, take the required oath of office, yet such statutes are generally re-
garded as directory so far as relates to the time within which the official oath is

required to be taken. No practice is more common than to elect to office
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persons temporarily absent from their place of residence at the time of election
and to allow them, to qualify by taking the proper oath of office, provided they
return within the time expected, or within a reasonable time thereafter. It
might operate very unfortunately for a sub-district to be deprived of the ser-
vices of an efficient school officer, simply because he was prevented by some
casualty beyond his control, ‘from taking his official oath within the time limited
by law.

QUESTION 99.—To what extent are township boards of education legally
responsible for the performance of contracts negotiated and made by local
directors in relation to the purchasing of school house sites, the building,
farnishing, or repairing of school houses, the employment of teachers, and the
providing of fuel for schools ?

ANswER.—Boards of education are legally responsible for the performance of
such contracts so far as the same may have been negotiated and made in obedi-
ence to the rules and regulations preseribed by said boards, or so far as the con-
sent or order of said boards for making such contracts may have been obtained.

In contracting for the purchase of a school house site, or for building and fur-
nishing a new school house, local directors can not exceed, without rendering
themselves personally liable, the sum specially estimated and set apart by said
boards, for those specific objects in each particular year and for each particular
sub-district, unless they first procure the consent or authority of said boards of
education.

In making contracts for providing fuel, making ordinary repairs, and all other
provisions necessary for the convenience and prosperity of their school, local di-
rectors may, in the absence of any general rules on the subject, use as much of the
money applicable to such purposes, as in any one year, shall not exceed the amount
distributable to their sub-district in proportion to the enumeration of scholars
resident therein. But should they exceed that sum without first obtaining an
order therefor from the township board of education, they would render them-
selves personally responsible for such excess, unless it could be made to appear
that the board had palpably neglected to make, as the school law requires, the
necessary provisions for such indispensable school expenses, and had been con-
tumacious in withholding their assent to the reasonable request of said local di-
rectors.

In making contracts with teachers, local directors should not, as a general
rule, incar expenses beyond their proportion of the school fund derived from
the State, and that raised in the township for the purpose of prolonging the
schools therein after the state fund had been exhausted.

The school 1aw imposes upon boards of education the duty of making the ne-
cessary provisions for continuing the schools in operation, in their respective
townships, for at least seven months in each year, and requires them annually to
determine by estimate, as nearly as practicable, the amount of money necessary to
be expended for that purpose. Local directors ought, therefore, to pay due re-
gard to such estimates, in negotiating the contracts which the law authorizes
them to make. Although the estimates of the board prove inadequate to secure
the objects designed, yet local directors possess no legal power to supply the de-
ficiency.

When boards of education utterly neglect to perform any duty which the
law enjoins upon them, local directors may apply to the proper court for a writ
of mandamus to compel its performance.

Boards of education ought to make in the record of their proceedings, sepa-
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rate entries of the several amounts of money estimated by them for building
and furnishing school houses, for providing fuel and making repairs, and for pro-
longing schools in the several sub-districts in their respective townships, to the
end that local directors may know what sums they are authorized to expend for
each of the above purposes.

QuUESTION 100.—When an incorporated v1llage has become a “separate schoo
district” by the operation of sec. 32 of the school law, is it lawful for the board
of education of such village to build a school house containing rooms sufficient
for the accommodation of all the children or scholars of the village, and appro-
priate one of said rooms to the use of a high school department, without first
taking the votes of the electors, as required in sec. 21, in the case of a township
high school?

ANswER.—It is lawful; for the framers of the law intended to confer upon
boards of education in such cities andivillages as should be created “ separate
school districts” a general power to “ establish schools of different grades,” whether
such schools or grades were to occupy a single or several buildings. It was not
contemplated that a public meeting of the qualificd voters should be first called
to decide the matter. The power of the board to ercct one ormore school houses,
and to establish schools of one or more grades, is discretionary, and may be
exercised without regard to other considerations than the public good.

The language of sccs. 32, 33, and 35, is too plain to be misunderstood. The
city or village board of education consists of threc members, and the city or
village is created a * separate school district,” which the board may, if they deem
it expedient, divide into sub-districts, but if they do so, it does not affect the
board or its jurisdiction, nor does it give to the sub-districts the right to elect
local directors as in the case of township sub-districts. Yet the city or village
board possess the ‘“‘same powers” as township boards, ““so far as applicable,” and
additional discretionary power given in sec. 33, to divide the city or village into
sub-districts or not, and to establish schools of different grades, as the public
good may secm to require.

H. H. BARNEY,
. Comimissioner of Common Schools.

Every subscriber thinks the paper printed for his own benefit, and if there is
nothing in it that suits him, it must be stopped — it is good for nothing. Justas
many subscribers as an editor may have, so many tastes has he to consult. One
wants something smart, another something sound. One likes anecdotes, fun
and frolic, and the next door neighbor wonders that a man of sense will put
such stuff in his paper. Something spicy comes out, and the editor is a black-
guard. Next comes something argumentative, and the editor is a dull fool.
And so between them all, you see, the poor fellow gets roughly handled.

And yet to ninety-nine out of a hundred these things do not occur. They
never reflect that what does not please them may please the next man ; but they
insist if the paper does not suit them, it is good for nothing.— Vermont Patriot:

“The man who has no self-respect, is sure to suspect everybody to be conspir-
ing against his dignity. He thinks meanly of bimsclf, and naturally looks for
others to be of the same opinion. A mean dog sneaks, and whines to be kicked ;
a noble onc holds up his head, and looks confident of his worth. If you hear
an individual complaining that somebody has treated him with contempt and
evinced a disposition to kick him out of his position, make certain that the indi-

vidual feels descrving of the kicking.”



OHIO JOURNAL OF EDUCATION. 189 .

CIRCULATION OF THE JOURNAL.

The first, second and third columns in the following Table, exhibit the circula-
tion of the Journal, in the several counties in Ohio, at the close of the corres-
pQnding volumes, and the fourth, the present circulation of the current volume.
In addition to these, we have more than 170 subscribers in other States, making
the whole number over 2000. The number of subscribers in Ohio reported last
year at this time was 1740.

Counties, I, Counties. I.! II. I11. IV.I Counties. IIL.
Adams.... 1 -+|72:1821172 120! Noble..... 2
Allen..... 0 4 | .16l 24]"24 "9'|Ottawa ... ‘2
Ashland .. «ewe 1] 1| 4 0;/Paulding.. 0
Ashtabula ..| 8 18 27 10' Perry ceeee 12
Athens ... 0 «eees| 01 0] 1 O0iPickaway ..

Auglaize.. 0 B oof12] 15| 36 41:'Pike eeeens 3
Belmont .. Hocking ...| 3| 1] 0 1;Portage...

Brown.... Holmes .eeef 3| 2| 7 0 /lPreble ....

Butler ...  Huron.....[35 32| 72 37 Putnam... 2
Carroll.... ackson ...| 0 2| 14 63:Richland..

Ch’mpaign cfferson... 13! 56| 23 30/R0SS +0.... :

1aTK oeee . KnoxX......|45 36 35.21/!Sandusky . 5
Clermont . Lake....... 125 24| 32 21 Scioto ....

Clinton ... Lawrence..| 8 13| 10 13"Sencca....’

Col’mbi’na ‘ Licking ....|44| 47| 43 35! = ... 2
Coshocton Logan .....| 1i 5| 4 20 PP

Crawford .. Lorain.....| 5 19{ 18 Qi cee 6
Cuyahoga. Lucas......|20' 10! 21 24! s 1
Darke .... Madison ...| 2| 20| 15

Defiance . . . Mahoning . 4| 10{ 11 1
Delaware .. Marion «...[ 8 9| 1; anwert.. 0
Erie «..0.. Medina .e..| 3, 2] § . 3
Fairfield .. Meigs.. 7. 4 e

Fayette ... Mercer. 8 ashing’n

Franklin.. Miami ceee. 33 ves 18
Faulton .e.. Monroe....[ 1 2] 2 . : 2
Gallia..... M’tgomery.66 52| 45 | ood .... 10 18 13 8
Geauga... } Morgan....(13 12| 16 Wyandot. 2 6 7 4
Greene ... Morrow....| 9. 32| 7 - -
Guernsey . ‘ Muskingum|53; 88/147 Totals. . : 1775

Teachers' Institutes.

TrE SoUTH-WESTERN NORMAL INSTITUTE will be held in Oxford, Butler
Co., commencing on the 16th of July, and continuing five weeks. Mr. BARNEY,
the State Commissioner, is to superintend it, and a large number of Teachers
and Lecturers are appointed to conduct the exercises. Nearly all the counties
in the south-western part of the State are rcpresented in it; and the Institute
will farnish an excellent opportunity to Teachers in Ia., Ky., and other neigh-
boring States.

Arrangements are already made for holding Institutes in quite a number of
counties daring the months of July, August, Sept. and October. We are dgsir-
ous to publish the list, as fully as possible, in the July number, and hope that
those who have not already made and communicated their arrangements will do
80, if practicable, before the 15th of June.
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Citors’ Pmrtfulin,

The approaching semi-annual meeting of our Association promises to be one
of interest and profit. Those who attended the meeting in Cleveland in 1.851
will not need to be assured that it is & most delightful place for such a gath-
ering in the summer months. The Addresses and Reports to be presented will
be worthy of the place and the occasion. Though personally opposed from the
beginning to a change from the usmal time for holding this session, we felt
inclined to accommodate those who for years have been prevented from meeting
with us; but the number of remonstrances against any change of this long
established custom, which we have received from nearly every part of the State,
is conclusive in favor of holding it during the week of our National Holiday.

Correspondence.

DEAR SIR:—We have nine school houses, in which schools were taught the
past winter, besides a select school at the center, sustained by individual effort.
I visited the nine schools this winter, twice, and by some effort got up a public
examination of schools, in February, at which some four or five schools were
present. A goodly number of spectators were present, and considerable in-
terest was manifested: a committee was appointed to make arrangements for
holding another in the summer. At the close of the examination I reported
the condition of the schools, school houses, and their sites, which was not very
flattering for the cause of education. But the report, or the examination, or
something else, has awakened considerable interest upon the subject of improv-
ing the condition of our houses as well as schools generally. The Board of
Education estimated a tax of $400, for the purpose of purchasing sites and mov-
ing school houses and repairing them. In this district, No. 9, we concluded to
keep the steam up. Accordingly we purchased one acre of ground, made a
“ bee,” moved our house on it, and set out some 30 or 40 shade trees on it, as well
a8 a few fruit trees. If we can only keep up the spirit of progression, onr house,
yard, and school will, in some measure, be what it should be.

©. B. 8., Edinburg, Bortage Os.
Our Schools are very prosperous. The High School islarger than in the winter,

numbering 68 : more than we haveroom for. The citizens have voted a tax which
will in a short time yield us $18,000 or $20,000. They have bought and paid for a
lot of two and a half acres, on which I had 200 forest trees and 150 evergreens
planted this spring. They will erect the house in parts ; the plan now is to have
a main building and two wings. The Board, and many of the citizens are wide
awake and determined to have as good a school house as the State can show.
D. F. D. W., Tifia.
Our town has just voted a tax of $6,000, to build a Union School House.
J.'W. L., Jackson, Apeil Tth
Notices of Colleges, Schools, eto.
Ohio Wesleyan University, Delaware.—Commencement will be attended on
‘Wednesday, the 13th of June.
Otterbein University, Westerville.—The Aniversary exercises are to be attend
ed on the 20th and 21st of this month. ’
Miami University.—Commencement occurs on the 27th instant.
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Pusric ScrooLs.—The Regulations of the Union Schools of McConnelsville,
have been printed in pamphlet form. The schools employ seven Teachers, be-
sides Dr. Catlin, the Superintendent, and consist of three Primary, two Seconda.
ry, one Senior, (or Grammar school,) and the High School: the last numbers
@8 pupils, and the Senior 30.

The Union School of Martinsville, Belmont Co., closed its first year on the
20th of April last. The town contains 1800 inhabitants: the youth of school
age number 471; 405 were enrolled in the school, and the average attendance
was 203. Mr. E. B. Peirce, the Superintendent, is aided by two male and four
female teachers. Their salaries vary from $200 to $800. The expense of the
school for the year was $2,600; the cost of tuition per scholar $4.32; while the
cost in private schools in the vicinity is $20 per year.

The Public Exhibition at the close of the winter term of Mr. M. Gilmore’s
Academy, in Jackson, was attended during the last week in April; and that of
Mr. J. A. Sloan’s in Batavia, the first week in May. Both are spoken of in flat-
tering terms by the papers. We hope that these gentlemen will be instrumental
in securing the establishment of good Public Schools, in their respective towns_

Hints, Suggestions and Questions to Teachers.

In teaching definitions, aim to give an idea of the proper application of words,
(i. e., of the circumstances in‘which they should be employed,) as well as of the
equivalent or synonymous word. This will obviate the danger of making such
mistakes as the one committed by the man who went for the first time to attend
court and heard the judge say to the attendant, “Extinguish those lamps.” He
tarned to a neighbor and inquired the meaning of exrtinguish. To put out, was

" the reply. Pleased with this addition to his vocabulary, he resolved to use it
hereafter. Soon after hisreturn home, a pig entered the house; “John,” said he to
his son, “ extinguish that pig in an instant.”

Too much care can hardly be taken to give scholars correct ideas of those
words in our langnage which are pronounced alike, but spelled differently. Let a
little time be spent nearly every day in making your pupils familiar with the
few hundred words of this class, and they will not be liable to the mistake of the
boy who had been told not to say tale, but narrative, who soon after requested his
mother to make the dog stop shaking his narrative.

A good method of awakening interest in spelling is to write on the blackboard
examples of incorrect spelling seen upon signs, or in manuscript letters. “Gro-
cerie,” “Shaveing and Hair-cuting,” “For Ladys,” “Waggon Shop,” are some of
the “ signs”’ which may be seen in certain of the towns in Ohio. The following
verdict is said to have been given by a jury in Georgia, in the case of A. John-
son vs. Thos. Cameron:

“ We the gury chozen and swoarne agree that tom kamron must pay abe
gonsin the full amount of 20 five cents that the plaintif pay over the won kwart
of liker for the benefit of the Gury and kosts will be rooled out.”

8o in teaching geography, the mistakes actually made by their seniors may
often be used to good purpose with scholars. In one of the counties of this
State a person under examination by the County Examiners, stated, in the wri-
ter’s hearing, that Ohio was bounded east by N. Y., and south by Tennessee.
One in Harrison county, a short time since, said the same State was bounded
east by the Ohio river, south by the Illinois, and west by Tuscarawas river. A
merchantof some wealth was told that one of his ships was in jeopardy:
““Jeopardy, Jeopardy,” said he, * where is that, Inever heard of thut portiefane®
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Stems,

Mr. BENJAMIN NEWELL, late Superintendent of Schools in Ravenna, has re-
moved to Beavgr Dam, Wis., having been appointed a Teacher in an Instltullon
just commencing there.

Mr. R. M. MeRRILL, late Superintendent of Schools in Mansfield, has taken
charge of the Academy in Conneaut, Ashtabula co.

Mr. J. P. ELLINWOOD, late of Hamilton, has been appointed Principal of the
High School in Newtown, Hamilton co. : salary $500.

Mr. J. F. HiLL, recently of Chicago, has taken charge as Superintendent and
Principal of the Union School in Hanging Rock, Lawrence co.

A graduate of a German Normal School who speaks English very well, desires
to obtain a situation as teacher in a Public School. Inquiries may be directed to
M. F. CowpERY, Sandusky city.

Lawrence and his Clerk.—About thirty years ago, & Joung man with limited
capital, commenced business in the city of Boston, and was obliged to employ
a single clerk on a small salary. A lady called at his store one day, and made
some purchases which she wished delivered at her residence. The merchant re-
quested his clerk to deliver the bundlc as required. He declined ; the merchant
immediately took up the bundle, and delivered it as directed. The clerk was
never worth a hundred dollars in his life — the merchant was Abbott Lawrence,
now a millionaire. .

The reply of Louis XII of France, showed a great and noble mind; when ad-
vised to punish those who had wronged him before he was King, he answered: It
is not becoming a King of France to avenge injuries done to a Duke of Orleans.

‘““ How,” said Mr. Munsell to Mr. Yates, “ do you accomplish so much in so
short a time? have you any particularplan?? “I have. WhenI have any thing
particular to do, I go and do it.”’

State Teachers’ Asssociation.

The semi-annual meeting will be attended at Cleveland, on the 5th and 6th of
July next. The session will commence at 10 A. M., of Thursday the 5th: the
opening Address will be given by the President, Mr. A. J. Rickoff, Superinten-
dent of the Public Schools of Cincinnati; and the evening Address by Hon. J.
M. Root, of Sandusky City. Scveral Reports will also be presented. The usual
arrangements will be made for the accommodation of female Teachers. Two of
the Railroads leading into Cleveland will carry Delegates to and from the meet-
ing at half fare as heretofore: it is hoped that several of the other Railroads in
the State will do the same.

The Convention of County School Examiners, assembled at Cincinnati in Dec.

- last, adjourncd to meet at the same place with the Teachers’ Association, and on
the day previous to its session.

The Ohio Phonetic Association adjourned to meet on the day following the
meeting of the Teachers’ Association.

Since the first of March, some mistakes have occurred in entering the names
of subscribers on the mail-books: this will explain their failure to receive the
April and May numbers at the proper time. It is our aim to have everything
done correctly and promptly at the office, and, in case of any deficiency, we are
desirous to remedy it as soon as possible, and wish to acknowledge it rather than

have it charged to the Post Office department.
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COLUMBUS, JULY, 1855.

Kirst Jmmml Beport

OF THE COMMISSIONER OF COMMON SCHOOLS, IN OHIO.

This Report, a document of 123 large octavo pages, has just been
issued, having been delayed some four months by the tardiness of cer-
tain officers whose duty it was to return some of its statistics.

‘We should cheerfully lay before our readers a large portion of its
contents, but, as it will be circulated somewhat widely, we shall present
only some of the more important statistics, and the paragraphs connected
with them, and a general outline of the whole Report :

““The appropriations to the purposes of education in Ohio, during
the year 1854 have consisted of the following items :

Amount of State School Fund apportioned to the coun-

ties, according to the enumeration of unmarried youth,

between the ages of five and twenty-one years, being

at the rate of $1,377%; per capita.. ... Cenereennns $1,118,089 02
Interest paid to the counties on School and Trust Funds,

held by the State as a permanent loan from the coun-

ties to which they belong....... ceeeeaaaans ee.. 112,463 65
Amount of School District Library Fund dlstnbuted to
the counties according to their enumeration of youth. 55,904 45

Township assessments for School House construction,
wages of teachers in addition to State Fund, fuel,
and miscellaneous expenses*.............0u.... 980,000 00

Total amount of funds and property appropriated. . . $2,266,457 12

The enumeration of youth of school age, as certified by the County
Auditors, upon the returns of township clerks, farnishes an aggregate
of 816,408, or 4,451 more than for 1853. '

*The returns by County Auditors make this amount $820,737, but thé levy was for $987,-
696 06, and the sum collccted may be safely stated s above. ' i "

Yor.1V, No. 7. 2
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There are 1,514 Boards of Education in the State, of which 104 may
be termed special districts, consisting of cities, towns or villages, with a
population exceeding three hundred. The townships are divided into
11,865 sub-districts, of which 1,305 are supposed to be fractional dis-
triots.

The number of School Houses in the State is about 10,300, estima-
ted to be worth $3,704,720 90. Of these 770 have been constructed
during the past year, at a cost of $346,944, being an average of $451.

The returns show the number of Common Schools to be 13,914 ; in
which 9,902 male teachers and 8,502 female teachers have been em-
ployed, receiving respectively $23 and $13 per month for their servi-
ces. The total attendance in Common Schools has been 601,559,
(although the number returned as enrolled is 612,185,) while the
average daily attendance has been 362,514. Winter Schools have
been taught 33,221 months, or an average of 8%% months, and Sum-
mer Schools 35,861 months, or an average of 24% months. -Total
average for the year 5:%%, or almost six months.

It is impossible to present an accurate statement of the total amount
paid teachers. The returns warrant the following statement:

Amount paid male teachers in Common Schools.. ... . $867,257 31
- ¢« female ¢ ¢ 0 eeen 455,235 10

“ ¢« male o« High Schools......... 27,169 68

« ¢ female ** “  eeeeeene 8,205 62

“ ¢ male ¢ Other Schools. ....... 5,128 50

“ ¢ female * “H e 1,435 00
$1,364,431 21

Or only $133,878 53 more than the amount of the State School
and Special Trust Fund distributed to the counties. The returns of
county auditors show that the township assessments for the purpose of
prolonging schools seven months amounted to $104,378 81—thus
leaving $270,500 28 unaccounted for. The addition of the sum last
named to the amount of the foregoing statement would indicate more
accurately the total amount of teachers’ wages during the past year, to
wit: $1,634,931 49; while the financial statements of County Audi-
tors show the total amount of funds applied in 1854 to the support of
schools to have been $1,684,694 86 1, or $2 07 5 per scholar.

There are 57 High Schools in the State, employing 71 male and 63
female teachers. The former receive an average of $58 a month or an
aggregate of $27,169 68 ; while the monthly compensation of female
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teachers in High Schools is $28 50, or an aggregate of $8,205 62.
The number of scholars enrolled was 2,414 males and 2,197 females;
average daily attendance, 2,258 males and 1,496 females. High
schools are in session ten months of the twelve almost universally.
The amount of taxes collected for their support in the year 1854 was
$25,232 35 6.

Reports have also been received from 48 Colored, and 16 German
and German and English Schools, the statistics of which. present av-
erage results, similar to the common schools of the State.

The basis of the foregoing summary is appended in the tables annexed.
It will be seen that the returns from the counties, though fuller than
formerly, are yet very incomplete. Indeed, they furnish only the ele-
ments of calculations as to what the statistics probably (not what they
actually) are. To remedy these deficiencies the undersigned proposes
to furnish blank forms for the reports of the ensuing year; and if
former omissions are not hereafter supplied there will be no excuse
against the firm enforcement of the forfeitures contemplated by the
School Act for the neglect of local officers to make the prescribed re-
tarns.’’

A general review of our legislation on the subject of Education here
follows : alluding to the grants of land for school purposes, and to the
provisions of the old, and of the present Constitution.

‘‘An enumeration of the periods, in which substantial legislation for
the encouragement of Common Schools has occurred—namely, in 1821,
providing for the erection of school districts, the election of school com-
mittees, and taxing the property of all within the distriet for school
purposes ; in 1825, containing the earliest provisions for a county tax
of half a mill on the dollar for school purposes, and for the appointment
of county examiners; in 1836, when the county tax, which had been
gradually increased, reached one and a half mills, with an additional
half mill at the option of the eommissioners; in 1837, when an act
was passed, creating the office of State Superintendent, so ably and

~usefully filled by the late Samuel Lewis for three years thereafter ; in
1888, when the system was carefully revised, establishing a State
Common School Fund of two hundred thousand dollars to be distribu-
ted among the several counties according to the number of youth
therein, increasing the county tax to two mills, requiring township
clerks and county auditors to act as local superintendents, and renew-
ing the provision for three county examiners—these dates, and the
legislation associated therewith, it will be observed, constitute the
clearest illustration of the connection between the meferial dsneloy
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ment of the State and the moral and intellectual wants of the people.
The wilderness and the war of 1812, engrossed all regards and all
resources, until a second generation appeared upon the stage of action ;
but between 1820 and 1840, the foregoing outline reveals a forward
movement of the public mind, valuable in all its consequences, and
very significant of the condition and prospects of the community.
During the next ten years, it is true, the school system suffered a re-
action in consequence of the universal depression in business which
prevailed. This reaction reached its lowest point in 1847, when the
county levy of two mills for school purposes was reduced to two-fifths
of a mill; but in 1848 the latter provision was repealed, and the
county commissioners were authorized, but not required, to levy as
high as one mill ; while in 1851 the eommissioners were required, not
merely authorized, to levy a county school tax of not less than one mill
on the dollar, and the Common School Fund, designed for general dis-
tribution, was increased from $200,000 to $300,000.

At this juncture, it became the duty of the first General Assembly
convened under the Constitution of 1851, to obey the injunction of the
sixth article already quoted. Since 1838, the legislation of the State.
had become so confused, that a universal demand existed for a digested

- school code; and the General Assembly, in furnishing such a code,
determined to modify some features of the existing system. The act of
March 14, 1853, in many respects, is simply a revision, without ma-
terial change, of acts thereby repealed. The prominent provisions
which are new—improvements in the estimation of those who advocated
and enacted the law—may be stated as follows :

1. A State School Tax was substituted for the county tax.

2. A Township Board of Education, consisting of a representative
from each sub-district.

8. “Free education to all the youth of the State,”” and the abolition
of rate bills.

4. A fund of one-tenth of a mill yearly ¢ for the purpose of farnish-
ing school libraries and apparatus to all the common schools in the
State.”

5. The supervision of the system by a State Commissioner of Com-
mon Schools.

THE STATE SOHOOL TAX.

An assessment upon the grand list of taxable property, and the an-
nual distribution of the amount collected to the several counties of the
State in proportion to the enumeration of youth in each, has taken the

Place of the county tax for school purposes. So far as the State, by
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the legislation of the General Assembly, becomes an auxiliary of Popu-
lar Education, there is a manifest propriety in a general levy and
assessment, collected in the same manner as other State taxes. The
Judiciary is thus supported, although the terms of courts vary greatly
in different localities ; the burthen of the public debt is not apportioned
upon the districts whose resources have been developed by the construc-
tion of the Public Works; and, in accordance with these analogies of
our financial system, the General Assembly determined that the taxa-
tion requisite to secure a thorough and efficient system of common
schools throughout the State, should constitute a General School Fund,
to be distributed among the counties according to the number of youth
of school age. The consequence is, and herein is the enly objection to
the substitution of a State for a county school taxy that some counties
pay more than they receive, while a far greater number gain by the
arrangement. Thus, in the first year of the present school act, the
joint operation of a two-mill levy for school purposes, on the grand list
of taxable property, and its distribution in proportion to the enumera~
tion of scholars, was as follows :

LIST OF COUNTIES, whkick received more than they contributed
to the State School Fund, with the amounts annexed.

Adams ...... $4,185 23 | Hancock .....$4,914 41 | Ottowa ....... $910 89
Allen........ 4728 36 { Hardin ...... 1,876 50 | Paulding . 734 00

Ashland ..... 1,910 72 | Henry....... Perry ... 3,430 15
.... 3,497 82 | Highland.... Pike. . 1,385 03
6,972 59 | Hocking ..... Putnam. 2,743 41

. 3,641 58 | Holmes...... Richland 1,585 48

.. 1,328 75 | Jackson.. Sandusky 3,014 71

. 1,748 74 | Knox........ 1, Scioto ... 1,280 09
2,635 17 | Lake ........ Seneca. 1,140 65

529 07 | Lawrence .... Shelby. .. 1,495 42

. 2,634 81 | Logan ... Trumbull... 234 23

. 2,225 02 | Lorain... Tuscarawas ...4,553 64

. 1,540 25 | Lucas.. Union.... 2.914 38

3,112 47 | Medina
2,346 88 | Meigs .
438 57 | Mercer...

vee Vinton .......3,622 77
. 2,835 23 | Washington ...

. 8,678 70 | Monroe...... 8,733 60 | Wayne...

. 4,655 30 | Morgan...... 7,457 22 | Williams.

. 941 12 | Morrow...... 1,939 34 | Wood.... .

. 8,951 12 | Noble........ 5,687 47 | Wyandot...... 1,164 19

LIST OF COUNTIES, whick contributed to the State School Fund
more than they recetved, with the amounts annexed.
Batler.......$9,521 75 | Hamilton...$71,163 42 | Montgomery $12,219 62

Champaign... 1,937 02 | Harrison.... 540 87 | Muskingum.. 3,598 47
Clark........ 7,120 60 | Huron...... 7 72 | Pickaway... 9,071 98
Clinton ...... 940 22 | Jefferson.... 2,654 09 | Portage..... 2,006 93
Columbiana .. 279 02 | Licking..... 1,763 01 | Preble...... 4,154 34
Erie......... 232 89 | Madison .... 3,263 14 | Ross........ 6,017 52
Fairfield ..... 1,957 90 | Mahoning ... 978 86 | Stark....... 3,265 57
Fayette...... 1,239 44 | Marion ..... 704 53 | Summit..... 520 17
Franklin..... 12,880 07 | Miami...... 1,610 53 | Warren..... SMN¥ W
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It is not proposed to extenuate these facts—on the contrary, the fore-
going figures are presented as the best commentary upon the wisdom
and magnanimity of the rule recently adopted. What citizen of the
wealthy counties last enumerated will grudge the aid thereby ex-
tended to districts of the State less favored by situation, means of com-
munication, or by natural features of the country? Property is recog-
nized in the constitution as the basis of taxation—* taxation ’ is enjoined
upon the General Assembly as a prominent means of affording thorough
and efficient instruction to the youth of the State: and if property is .
amassed in towns or cities, the law should not be restrained by county
lines from equalizing the appropriation for school purposes—extending
its benefits uniformly, or, in the language of the Constitution, ‘¢Arough-
out the State.’

Is it not reasonable to suppose that Hamilton county, and especially
the city of Cincinnati, will regard the distribution of her munificent
largess in eleven counties of North-Western Ohio, and the border coun-
ties of the Ohio river as far as the Muskingum, not only as a wise
measure of public policy, but as sure to be returned at no distant day
by the increase of productive energy, which is an obvious result of gen-
.eral education? Nor will Franklin county be dissatisfied because Ful-
ton, the average value of whose lands is $2,85 per acre, receives an edu-
cational surplus of $3,578 70, or about one-fourth of the amount con-
tributed by the seat of government beyond the sum received. Mont-
gomery and Preble also—seated in the heart of the Miami Valley and
enriched by the construction of the Miami Canal—certainly have no
just cause of complaint, when, by a glance on their parallel of latitude
to the eastern border of the State, it is found that Monroe and Noble,
counties almost mountainous in surface, and situated beyond the inci-
dental benefits of the Public Works, are the recipients of most of the
amount contributed by the former counties. By a similar principle of
compensation, Ross, Pickaway and Fairfield counties are charged with
the educational surplus allotted to Pike, Jackson, Hocking and Perry
counties—the fertile Pickaway plains aiding the adjacent highlands:
Muskingum acknowledges her obligations to the Improvement of the
river 80 called, by contributions to the schools of Guernsey and Bel-
mont ; and as we proceed northwardly, Stark, Summit and (since the
appraisement of 1853) Cuyahoga—counties traversed and developed
by the Ohio Canal—are found to equalize the resources of the adjacent
counties of the Lake coast. ’

The city of New York, since the establishment of a State school tax
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of $800,000, contributed $200,000 in 1851, and $130,000 in 1853,
more than was distributed back to her schools, but no dissatisfaction
was expressed. Experience bas shown that the men of husiness in that
city are mostly drawn from the rural districts, and New York will thus
be compensated, at no remote day, for whatever aid was afforded to
their education in early life: besides the benefits which every commer-
cial center derives from the intellectual progress of the community in
which it is sitnated. Thgse remarks are applicable to the city of Cin-
cinnati, whose interests are closely associated with every portion of
Ohio, and also to the other prominent cities and towns of the State.

Again, it is capable of demonstration, that where population is dense,
the cost of an educational system is reduced by the construction of
Union School Houses, a careful gradation of schools, and the exclusive )
employment of female teachers in the subordinate departments. ‘No
one,” remarks Mr. Henry S. Randall, late sﬁperintendent of the Com-
mon Schools of New York, ‘familiar with the subject of education,
need be informed of the superior advantages in point of economy, clas-
sification, and effective action, which large schools possess, where the
density of population admits of them, over small schools.” Unques-
tionably, the amount received by the cities and towns, where wealth
supplies the educational surplus in question, is fully as available to
them for school purposes, as a much larger amount would be when ex-
pended in the agricultural districts of the State.

There is another consideration, which the undersigned feels bound
to adduce in favor of the present rule of taxation and distribution for
school purposes. Allusion has already been made, with no invidious
motive, to the unavoidable inequality of benefits conferred upon differ-
ent counties by the construction of our canals, and the coincidence
noted, that the late distribution of the State School Fund restores, in
some measure, the equilibrium of public burthens between localities
less benefited, but equally taxed on account of the State debt con-
tracted for Internal Improvements, and those counties which are more
fortunately situated at the central points of canal navigation. Of the
counties named above, which pay more than they receive, those tra-
versed by the Miami Canal, the Hocking and Muskingum Improve-
ments, and the Ohio Canal, contribute the aggregate amount of $148,-
246 04, while the other counties in the list, not thus situated, con-
tribute only $38,178 51.”

The next section contains a clear exposition of the wisdom of the
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plan of entrusting the management of schools to a Township Board of
Education.

Some six pages are devoted to the discussion of the propriety of sus-
taining free schools by a tax upon all the property of the State. From
the conclusion we quote : '

“ Good schools not only increase the value of property, but the walue
of human life. And although their agency in enhancing the value of
property and developing the physical resourges of the country may not
be 8o visible as that of turnpikes, plank roads, and canals, yet it is even
greater and far more certain. Their influence is like that of the dew,
and the shower, and the sunshine, quiet and almost imperceptible ; bat
let them cease to diffuse their benefits and their blessings, and devour
ing famine would not more surely come in the one case, than a deadly
blight upon our prosperity and happiness in the other. To abandom,
then, the idea of free schools, is to turn back half a century to that
crude system of education which every step of modern progress, and
every result of modern improvement unite in condemning as unsuited
to the times in which we live. 'We might almost as well recall from
the past its obsolete system of finance, its iron forms of government, its
slow modes of commerce, and its bloody superstitions.

Our argument in favor of continuing the present State school tax,
embraces the following propositions, viz: It is needed to sustain a
thorough and efficient system of free schools ; it makes an ample return
to the people of the State for the burden which it imposes ; it neither
withdraws money from the State, nor produces an improper aggrega-
tion of it in particular localities ; but, on the contrary, its tendency is
to diffuse, and distribute what it raises, among those, and to those,
who most need its aid; in short, like the rain, the air, and the sun-
light, it refreshes, vivifies, and energises all.”

*“The object of the present school law is to sustain and equalize a
system of free schools throughout the State. And in furtherance of
this magnanimous object, every city, town and county within the State,
is equally interested, and ought cheerfully to contribute, in the ratio of
its taxable property, to the necessary expense. This great duty is one
of paramount importance, fraternal in its character, and therefore obli-
gatory on all.  For educational purposes, the State may with propriety
be regarded as one great School District, and the population as consti-
tuting but one family, charged with the paternal duty of educating all
its youth. In this respect there ought to be no local preferences, no
sectionalism, no diversion of the general School Fund from its legiti
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mate channels. In the distribution of this fund, the rule adopted by
the law, which is the only just and fair one, should govern, and the
city schools should not be preferred to the country schools, merely be-
cause there happens to be more taxable property in the city in propor-
tion to the enumeration of youth, than in the country, or in some par-
ticular counties in the State. The law does not, nor should it, make
any distinction on this account. The general State tax for other pur-
poses is expended wherever it is needed, according to the necessities of
the Government, and not with reference to the amount of taxable prop-
erty in any particular county or city. The modern theory of popular
education is founded on the principle that the public security and wel-
fare require the education of all its citizens, and that it is both just and
expedient to tax the property of the people for the edueation of all the
children of the people; to tax property, in other words, for that secu-
rity of the rights of property and of persons, which a dissemination of
universal intelligence always affords to such rights.”

«Tt is not to be expected that any method of distributing the State
8chool Fund, however -maturely considered and wisely framed, can
fally secure to all the essential point, to wit: equal access to good
schools. But it is believed that the plan adopted by the school law,
secures as near an approximation to the true principle as any which has
been, or can be devised. It should not, therefore, be inconsiderately
or rashly changed.”

A comprehensive argument in favor of School Libraries is followed
by a detailed statement of the arrangements made, and the books selec-
ted for these Libraries.

The discussion of some other miscellaneous topics is succeeded by a
statement of the irreducible School Fund of the State, amounting now
to ““a capital of $2,044,056, upon which the State Treasury pays an
interest of six per cent.;”’ ‘‘a synopsis of other school revenues beside
taxation, namely, Fines, Swamp Lands, etc.; a comparison of the cost
and advantages of Private and Public Schools””; *‘ Teachers’ Insti-
tutes’’ ; and *‘ Plans for the management and improvement of Com-
mon Schools.” ]

It will be well for the friends of education in every county to give
attention to the ‘ Fines’’ referred to under the second head named
above, and see to it that the moneys thus collected are applied to the
purposes for which they have been set apart.

The comparative economy of Public Schools is briefly but clearly
shown ; and the Commissioner bears decided testimony in favor of the
utility of Teachers’ Institutes.
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The *“ Plans,” ete., are treated under the following heads:
1. ““Good scheol houses, eligible sites, and ample play grounds.
2. Properly qualified teachers.
8. Great care and thoroughness in the examination of teachers.
4. The active and zealous codperation of parents and school officers.
5. Large and permanent school districts.
6. Teaching a few subjects at once, and teaching them thoroughly.
7. Teachers’ Institutes, Associations, and Normal Schools.
8. School Libraries and apparatus.
9. Introduction of Graded Schools to the greatest practicable extent.
0. High Schools, and High School Departments.”

The remarks and suggestions under each of these heads are eminently
worthy of attention.

It is a matter of rejoicing that a large edition of the Report has
been published, and that it will be circulated quite widely among
school officers, teachers, and friends of education. Packages will be-
sent, for distribution, to most of the towns in the State located on
Railroads or Express routes, and copies will be deposited at the place
of our meeting in Cleveland, to supply those who may not otherwise
obtain them.

1

@lose of the Pear in Public Schwols.

The school-year in the greater portion of our Public Schools has now
closed. Many changes will be likely to occur: some, which would not
be desirable, will happen ; while others, which it is not pleasant to make,
must be effected. Boards of Education will find themselves in delicate
and responsible positions, and will often feel deeply the importance of
the trust committed to them.

Some Teachers, whose services are highly valued, and whom the
Board ‘would gladly remunerate more amply than circumstances will
warrant, will be induced, by the offer of higher salaries, to leave places
where they have been highly useful, have acquired the confidence of
scholars and patrons, and an influence with the whole community which
no money can purchase, and nothing but years of similarly faithful ser-
vice can secure to a successor. Other Teachers, who though amiable
and well-disposed, bave failed to achieve ¢* that measure of success which
is indispensable to the prosperity of the schools,” must, painful as is the
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necessity, be dismissed; or the whole system may suffer, and the use-
fulness of every Teacher employed may be materially diminished.

‘We believe that there are few positions requiring more of discretion,
prudence, noble disinterestedness, and a determination to act firmly and
resolutely in accordance with the dictates of judgment and the convie-
tions of duty, than that of Directors of a system of Public Schools.
It is gratifying to think that a large number of those who fill the office
regard it in a becoming light, and engage in its duties with proper views. .
We would, if possible, encourage all such to persevere in the course
they have adopted, assuring them that Teachers and intelligent friends
of education appreciate their services, if the community at large do not
at present; and that the time will come when all will be ready to accord
to them the credit their services merit.

But while it is pleasant to think that the great majority of Boards of
Education are governed by liberal and enlightened views, there are those
who have not opened their eyes to see nor allowed their minds to feel
the importance of retaining the services of faithful and competent Teach-
ers or Superintendents ; and they will allow such to leave their employ
and thus deprive their schools of advantages which it will be impossible
for any but their present instructors to give them ; when a very mod-
erate increase of their compensation, the permission to spend a few
days in visiting other schools without being compelled to lose the time,
or even the expression of a willingness to increase their salaries, and a
determination to do it as soon as possible, would retain those whom they
have found exactly adapted to the stations they now occupy.

‘We believe that Boards of Education are beginning to understand
pretty clearly that a liberal and even a generous policy toward their
Teachers is far more economical than a parsimonious course which leads
Teachers to feel that their employers wish to secure the greatest possi-
ble amount of labor for the least possible compensation ; and that should
they pay them for a day or two spent in visiting other schools for the
special purpose of improving themselves and thus benefiting their
schools,—or should they fail to deduct a few hours lost on account of
temporary illness, their lives might be endangered like that of the miser
who was said to have died of enlargement of the keart, because he had
finally given six pence to a poor creature who had been asking alms of
him for years without success.

Perhaps in no State of the Union has so agreeable a state of feeling
generally existed between Teachers and their employers, as is the case
with the Teachers and Directors of our Public Schools. It is to be
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hoped that this state will continue to exist. That it may, it is only -
necessary that the officers continue to be ready to manifest a proper =y,
appreciation of worth and fidelity ; and an equal readiness to dismiss = o

from their service those found incompetent and unworthy.
A D.L

Dhosiology in Public Schools,

That physiology should be taught in our public schools_ is not no v
questioned by any well-informed persons. An argument in favorofi —
introduction, would appear like an attempt to demonstrate a self-evidemmrt
proposition. There is certainly wider scope for advocating the suspe-wm
sion of some branches now deemed indispensable, than for opposing tlz e
introduction of a science, comprehending the laws of life and health.

It is, however, no longer a question whether or not physiology shal/
be admitted as a branch of common school education ; it is already be-
ing taught extensively ; and those who observe the avidity with which
youthful minds seize upon the facts and deductions of physiological sei-
ence, can not but wonder, that, until recently so little attention has been .
bestowed upon this subject by the friends of general education. All
have been anxious that scholars should be taught to speak and write
correctly, that they should be instructed in arithmetic, in geography,
in natural and moral philosophy, ete; but the idea of giving any prom-
inence to the study of their own bodies, and the laws by which they
should be governed in developing their physical powers and preserving
their health, seems scarcely to have been seriously entertained, until a
comparatively recent period. But now that we have begun to educate,
in this department, the questions arise to what extent should we carry
our teachings, and by what methods shall we impart instruction.

To teach physiology successfully we must also teach anatomy, for the
study of the former presupposes some acquaintance with the latter.
But how shall we teach anatomy in common schools, where it is utterly
impracticable to introduce the facilities afforded to students in a medical
collegg? 'We do not propose to make operative surgeons of our common
school students, and it is not therefore necessary that they learn practi-
cally the use of the scalpel and forceps. Neither is it necessary for
them to witness actual dissections of the various organs of the body,
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before they can comprehend their physiological relations to a very con-
siderable extent, any more than an actual survey of a country is indis-
pensable to the student in geography. '

With a judicious text-book then, and with well selected appliances
for illustration, such as can with entire propriety be brought into the
recitation room, anatomy and physiology may be taught in any of our
schools. Cutter’s Physiology and his outline anatomical plates are a
very good beginning in this direction, and no school in the country
should be without them. With these and such extemporaneous methods
of illustration as will readily suggest themselves to any competent teach-
er, the hour devoted to anatomy and physiology may be rendered fully
a8 pleasing and instructive, as any other in the day.

But to accomplish all that is desirable in this department, and to save

time 8o necessary for the numerous branches to be pursued in the higher
grades of publie schools, instruction should, if practicable, be imparted
by oral lectures. By no other method can so much be accomplished in
8 given time as by this, in almost any branch of science; and it is pe-
ouliarly adapted to teaching anatomy and physiology. The lecturer
thould bave two skeletons,—one articulated, the other separated,—
plates or paintings of the muscles, nerves, viscera, ete., and if practi-
cable, a well constructed manikin, exhibiting the natural color, shape,
tize and position of each important organ. With these appliances, a
person who is familiar with the subject, and who possesses respectable
powers of description, with some tact in elucidating subjects by extem-
poraneous illustrations on the blackboard, can, by devoting to it two or
three hours each week, accomplish more in an ordinary school-term to-
ward making a class comprehend the sciences of anatomy and physiology,
than is usually effected in other branches in two terms, by the common
modes of instruction.

This subject may perhaps be resumed hereafter. w. 8.

CINCINNATI.

HOME EDUCATION.

In our last it was intimated that a little judicious indulgence of chil-
dren in the manifestation of their peculiarities of mind, a generous for-
bearance with indications which may at first seem wayward, may often
be of great service. It is equally true that in many cases a good de-
gree of firmness on the part of parents in enforcing what they deem to
be right and fitting, without regard to the wayward inclinations of chil-
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dren, is indispensable to their proper training. And since no two mind 3
are constituted alike, and no two can properly be treated in the sam.mm
manner, it is only by becoming familiar, as far as may be, with the lavemm
of mind, and by carefully studying the individual peculiarities of the==i
children that parents can be prepared to manage them judiciouslwe-
While the simple expression of the wish of the parent may, in sorwe
instances, suffice to give to the mind of a child the desired directior ;
in the case of others, a resolute perseverance in the enforcement of that
wish or purpose may be indispensably necessary.

A striking illustration of this is furnished by the incident related of
himself by JorN Apawms, the second President. We quote his own
language : * When I was a boy I had to study Latin grammar; but it
was dull, and I hated it. My father was anxious to send me to Col-
lege, and therefore I studied the grammar till I could bear it no longer;
and going to my father, I told him I did not like study, and asked for
some other employment. This was contrary to his wishes, and he
quickly replied : ¢ Well, John, if Latin grammar does not suit you,
you may try ditching : perhaps that will; my meadow yonder needs
a ditch ; and you may put by Latin and try that.” This seemed a de-
lightful change, and to the meadow I went. But I soon found ditch-
ing harder than Latin, and the first forenoon was the longest I ever ex-
perienced. That day I ate the bread of labor, and glad was I when
night came on. That night I made some comparison between Latin
grammar and ditching, but said not a word about it. I dug next fore-
noon, and wanted to return to Latin at dinner; but it was humiliating,
and I could not do it. At night, toil conquered pride ; and though it
was one of the severest trials I ever had in my life, I told my father
that, if he chose, I would go back to Latin grammar. He was glad of
it ; and if I have since gained any distinction it has been owing to the
two days’ labor in that abominable ditch.”

This, it will be seen, proved the turning point in his life : had the
father lacked the firmness and decision then manifested, the son might
it is true have taken some part in the Revolution, he might have shoul-
dered a musket, or been the driver of a provision wagon ; but, without
the culture thus secured to him, it is hardly probable that he would
have become the compeer of Jefferson, or that the two would have been
thus spoken of by Mr. Wirt : ¢ They were, in truth, but hemispheres
of the same golden globe, and required only to be brought and put to-
gether, to prove that they were parts of the same heaven formed whole.”
Nor would Jefferson have pronounced upon him that lofty panegyric :
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“¢ The Colossus of that Congress;the great pillar of support to the
Declaration of Independence ; and its ablest advocate and champion on
the floor of the House, was John Adams.” A.D. L.

PROFESSIONAL.

3 Wory to those Fuierested,

We often feel when we receive, from those already located in places
affording fine fields for usefulness, requests for aid to enable them to
obtain other situations, that we would like to whisper a word in their
ear, did circumstances permit: Or, if possible, we would show them
the picture of the man standing at the base of a mountain, and, with
fore arms bared, grasping a pick-ax, exclaiming as he eyes its rocky
ribs, ““If I can not find a way, I can make one.”” That is, we would
say to them, If you have a place that is not all that you could wish it
to be, make it such. Make your school a better one than your patrons
bave ever had, better than they have ever seen, the best school which
can be made of the materials it contains. Not only can the character
of your school, and the reputation of its Teacher be formed by you,
but the public sentiment can be reformed, such a sentiment can be
created as will cause the people to sustain you fully, and authorize the
Board of Education to pay you liberally, or at least respectably for
your services.

A few years since, a Teacher who had already acquired some reputa-
tion, was invited to take charge of a Union School in a village of some
700 or 800 inhabitants. We are not informed at what salary he was
first employed, but many of his friends thought it impossible that so
small a place should be able to give him a respectable compensation.
Bat in a short time they were paying him $800 ; or more than one dol-
lar, each, for every man, woman and child in the village; yet so effi-
dent were his labors, such a character did he give his school, that the
tuition of scholars called in from abroad more than paid his salary.
Soon his compensation was raised to $1000, and not long after he was
invited to another place at a salary of $1200.

The case of many others more or less similar to his might be cited if
necessary. Now what £as been true of him and of others, will prove
true in time to come. We believe that there are very many, at the
present time, who are ambitious to be enrolled among those Woo are 1o
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ceiving the large salaries paid to some of our Teachers and Superinme—
tendents, but who are not at all willing to earn the experience and achiev—
the success which they admire, by the same gradual process, the sam =mm
slow, but sure progression through which all must pass. To all such =5
may be well to remark that the majority of our most successful Supe-me
intendents and prominent Teachers in Public or other Schools, hawre
risen to the places they now fill with such honor, by successive steps.
Many of them commenced in their present fields of labor at very mod-
erate salaries, and have had them increased, often without the necessity
of their intimating a wish for it, to $700, $800, $1000, $1200 or $1500.
One Superintendent we remember, in one of our large cities, was paid
only $500 for his services the first year: he has now for some time been
receiving $1200 to $1500. Several others commenced with a compen-
sation but little higher, and are now pajd the highest salary given to
any Teachers in places of the same size..

To any who are vainly seeking to find prepared for them just sucha

* place as some one else has, by years of patience and persevering, (and,
perhaps at first, comparatively unrequited toil,) made for himself, the
sentiment of the motto in the picture is appropriate : Make one. The
truth is, a man of real ability, whose whole soul is engaged in the work
of education, who is willing to devote his entire energies to its promo-
tion, may, without much risk, commence labor in a place without stipu-
lating the price to be received. He may appropriate the language of
Archimedes in regard to the power of the lever: * Give me a place to
stand, and I can move the world.”” For, if he devotes himself wholly
to his work, he will move the whole community; and when they are
satisfied that he is doing for them what such men only can do, they will
be ready and willing to pay him, wkat such men only should be paid.
Of the truth of this some pertinent and striking illustrations might
also be given.

To those who are constantly complaining that they are not apprecia-
ted, that they are paid less by one, two, or three, hundred dollars, than
they ought to receive, we can only say that we do not know how to
sympathize with them : not having been greatly troubled in that way.
Our own experience would lead us to think that people are quite as
likely to over-estimate, as to under-rate those who labor for them faith-
fully and successfully; and our observation would indicate that those
who throw themselves entirely into their work are more frequently
pained by being thought capable of more than they themselves profess,
than by receiving credit for less ability than they claim to possess.

- 4. D. L.
G
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English Grammar,
NO. III.

The elements of sentences, their nature and use, may be shown in
the following diagram.

Some of these forms, it is true, are of rare occurrence in good En-
glish composition ; yet, since they do occur, under some circumstances,
(which, indeed, is all we claim for them,) they may be regarded as
forming a part and parcel of the various kinds of elements as they do
exist in sentences.

They are not laid down, I believe, in full, by any philologist of whom
I have any knowledge, but we find fragments of them in different
suthors.  Greene recognizes more of them than any other writer of the
present day ; yet, even he has failed to give us a clear idea of their
susceptibilities and use.

A diagram, accompanied with one short example in each of the forms
of the several classes, may, therefore, be of use in leading some teach-
ars more fully to comprehend the nature and flexibility of our language,
and thereby aid them in giving instruction in the same.

A word of explanation, however, should precede the diagram, so that
it may be more readily understood.

It will be seen that the elements are first divided into principal (sub-
jeet and predicate) and subordinate, (objective, adjective and adverbial ;)
and that any of these may be of the first, second, or third class. The
first class is a word, the second a phrase, the third a clause. This clas-
sification is for convenience merely. The distinction between a phrase
and a clause is, that the former is a combination of words not forming

a complete sentence, while the latter is an entire sentence, having sub-
ject and predicate, and subject to all the modifications common to any
sentence. :

A distinction should also be, perhaps, between an element and a
member of sentences. An element may or may not be a member, ow-
ing to the class. The 38d class is always a member; the 1st and 2d,
never. A member of a sentence, viewed in this light, is, therefore,
one of the entire sentences of a compound sentence. Hence, all sub-
ordinate members are elements of the third class; but not a/Z elements
are members.

Again: there are three kinds of phrases, named gfter the mode, or

13
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introductory word, viz.: the infinitive, participial, and prepositional ; also
two kinds of clauses, named either after the introductory word, or the
subject of that clause, viz.: Relative (introduced by a relative pronoun)
and substantive, (having a substantive—either noun or pronoun—for its
subject.)

These all may be used either as subject, predicate, object, adjective
or adverbial elements, and are of frequent occurrence, with a few ex-
ceptions, which will be noted in the following :

Word Noun. e.g. V‘ce degndnl its vicﬁm.
ord..- 9 Pronoun. ¢ u regardest virtu
Infinitive. ¢ To love our mghbor, is & command.
Subj. . { Phrase.. { Participial. ¢  Searching the scnpmre:, enlightens the mind.
Preposit’l. ¢ For a man to steal, is base.
| Clause. . § Substan. & Thas the soul is immortal, is cvidant, &e.

Relative. “ Who gave the alarm, is unknown

Prine.

(Copula.... Theverbroulnsomeﬂo;m,md a.fewolf.lh:;l e g H.u, &c
oun [ a
i " A
. was
Pred.. { . (Word... Adjecﬂn...{qm « ahe propoeition was i
fﬁ‘glc:lpw_ 0.“‘ g]: is conﬁd [mmdmbu.
ve. to push forward .
L Attrib'te ; Phrase.. ) pariicipial. « Heis umm‘}:’wme{
Preposition. ¢ The work is #n progress.

Clause { Substantive. ¢ My desire is, that you may succeed.

** L Relative. ¢ The inquiry was, Who then will be saved?

Word. Noun. e. £ Ceesar conquered the Gauls.
** 1 Pronoun. ¢ He overcame tAemm in many battles.
Infinitive. “ The good man loves ¢o read his Bible.
Objec. { Phrase.. g Participial. ¢ He commenced saving all his means.
Preposi’l. ¢ Did you hear of his success?
Clas Substant. ¢ He taught that the 8oUL s immortal.
USe. | Relative. “ I do not know who was present.
Adjective Lim. e. g Every man must give account for himself.
: Qm.l.N Awmo;;mtwbyllbemmbmd.‘be
§ Noun. e. g. The world’s progress can not be doubisd.
Word. ... M" le rl;wxwm: “: 11’1‘;1 m&nﬁons were Mknown.
oun. 8 'was shipwrecked.
Appositive ... § B« David sle Gomﬂ him that defied, &¢.

Subor. { Adjec.{ Preposi. e.g The words of wisdom are uﬁs words
Phnu..gl’srtlei A man wging his way through Ww,h & worthy objest.
Inﬂnlt:fvo «: ﬁdsﬁre;:’gawug‘mkprdu @’Ihyhil
Relative. * @ who desires to be happy, must st own mind.
Clanse {Sublhn. @ 'The fact that he is a scholar, is sufficlent,

Word..... Adverb of any class. e.g. He was abundantly suocessful, &o., &c.
Preposi. e. g. He lives in clegant style.
Adv..4 Phrase.. { Infin. ¢~ He remained to hear the report.
Particip. ¢ He was seen (while) contending with the waves
[Ch Substan. ¢  He will assist us, decause he is able. -
use.. {Bnhﬁu (doubtful). e. g. I was asked who ke was.¥

* Not clear.

v

In whatever light the preceding views may be regarded, the facts are
none the less evident, that our language presents all these phases ; and
that a clear understanding of it is very much facilitated by taking this
view of the subject; at least it has been so in my own case.

Perfection is, by no means, claimed for the above ; but it is merely
thrown out with a hope to induce others to make investigation