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BrotrER ELECTORS,

Tae difficulties which the enemies of our religion, who have
succeeded in obtaining a majority in the present House
of Commons, have placed in the way of the King's Govern-
ment are such, that, in all probability there will before long
be another dissolution of Parliament, and you will be called
upon again to consider whom you will send to that House
as your Representatives. I beseech you all to consider
well the consequences of your votes, before you promise
them.
. It will depend upon the votes of the English Electors,
. according to all human probability, whether the institutions
in Church and State, under which, through God’s blessing,
our country has so long and happily flourished, shall or
shall not be preserved : Whether the means of worshipping
God according to the pure religion of the Gospel, as held
by the Church of England, shall or shall not be handed
down to its members and their children.

Consider, therefore, your right to give a vote which must
affect such important interesis, as a solemn trust committed
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people for support ; and to call upon them to protect him
in fulfilling his engagement to uphold that pure religion
which has been, under God, the main stay of our civil and
religious liberties. :

* It remains to be seen how you will answer that call.
Whether you will uphold a man, and that man your King,
who desires to fulfil his oath which binds him to protect the
established religion : or whether you will assist the restless
band of factious men who are endeavouring to invade the
rights of their fellow subjects, and to destroy and overthrow
a Church which teaches the Word of God in truth,

It is a question which affects the dearest interests of
yourselves, your children, and your children’s children. Lay
your hands upon yourhearts,and as honest men, as English-
men, and as Christians, consider how you ought to decide it.

The point where the danger most immediately presses,
is Ireland. In that part of the kingdom the members of the
pure and apostolic Church, who from the circumstance of
their having protested against Romish error, are called Pro-
testants, are few in number when compared with those who
have embraced the errors and acknowledged the authority
of the Pope of Rome, and who are therefore called Papists or
Romanists. Theselast,relying upon their superior numbers,
are therefore endeavouring to get possession of the property
set apart for the Protestant Church, and to apply it for the
propagation of their own Romish errors. It is clear, that
if they succeed in this, it will be a gross and crying act of
injustice, and endanger the security of the property of every
religious denomination.

The advocates of the Romanists will tell you, that they
have a right to it, for that it once was theirs. But the
slightest reference to History will show you the falsehood of
that assertion.  The religion which St. Patrick established
in Ireland, in the fifth century, was as free from the errors
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men, because. their covetous enemies -choose: to call it
move than.enough, would be an act of such flagrant .in-
justice as ‘would shake the secunty of all the pmperty in
the hngdom Coin

1t is very true that insome parts of Ireland the’ number
of .Protestants which fall under each Clergyman’s care,. are
few. But let the Romanists tell you, at least,. one ‘of the
causes of those small numbers. . Let them tell you, how
many Protestant Clergy’ they have murdered within' ‘the
last fifteen years : let’ them tell you' all the acts of ci'ugl
persecutions with which ' they ‘havé ‘so harassed the pobi'
Protestants, that not less than 150,000 are supposed o
haveé been driven out of their own country to others, where
they could worship God after the *customs of their fathers
in peace. Now, if it is declared to the Romanists that' in
‘proportion as ‘they can diminish the number of Protestants, -
they shall have more and ' mere-' of: the property of the
Protestant Church, what will :this be but to hold up-a
premium, to assassination, incendiarism, and all the other
arts of persecution to which they have been s0 long a.]ready
addicted ?

And will you, Engﬁshmen, do this? Wlll you’, wheri you
see a band of men of the same religion'as yourselves, bome
down with persecutlon at the hands of 1mp1acable _enemies)
(who think ‘they are domg God service when' they destroy
your religion,) will you,” I say, leave them:'to their. fate,
when it is in the power of your hand to protect them?
Will you do worse than this, and strengtlien the hands of
their remorseless enemies,. by voting for -those misguided
candidates who intend to join in this.attack upon.your
religion in Ireland ? ]

Before you determine to assist in déstroying the religion
of your Fathers, the pure religion of the Gospel, which now
is estabhshed in Ireland, you will do ‘well to consider the
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The Church of ‘Rome teaches, that images are to be
‘kissed, to be worshipped, and adored ; and declares that
sman o be accursed who will not do what God has forbadden.
(Seamd Nmene Council, Acnon 7. )

. 4 Ifyon tum to St.- Paul’o dn'ectwns for conduct:mg
the public worship of Almighty God, you will find him
desiring it to be done in 3 language which the people
-understand. (1 Cor. xiv.).

The Chiirch of Rome conducts her worship in the Latin
janguage, ‘which the people do not understand, and no re-
‘monstrance or entreaty can prevail with her to alter her
custom. . ’

5. If you tarn to Bt. Paul's directions concerning the
Christian €lergy, you will find him not only allowing but
recommending that they should be married ; that in all the
relations of -life they may be an example to their flocks.

Tim. iii. 2. 5. 12.)

The Church of Rome forbids her Clergy to marry,
and declares that man to be accursed who shall say that
they may do what St. Paul has recommended them .to do.
(Council of Trent, s. 24. ¢. 9.)

- 6. If you search the Seriptures, you will find two states
‘spoken of concerning them that have departed this life,
one of peace and happiness, another of misery and torment
‘And the whole tenor of the sacred writings, as well as par-
ticular passages, lead us to hope and to believe that they
who die in true repentance for their sins, and in belief of
God's ‘mercy, through the blood of Jesus Christ, are at

peace.

. The Church of Rome has invenicd g third state, which
4
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w violation of the King's oath. The King has set himself .to
m resist this monstrous scheme, and calls upon you, his sub-
w jects, to assist him in resisting it, and in securing to your

!

brethren and to yourselves your rights and liberties and
properties, inviolate.

It is for you to decide upon the matter. There are three
tests by which to try every course; and that is by seeing
whether it is or is not in accordance with our duty; 1. to
God; 2. to our neighbour; 3. to ourselves.. Try your
conduct by these tests ; and before you determine to vote
for those who have assisted the enemies of your King and
your religion, ask yourself, 1st. Can it be consistent with
my duty to God that I should endeavour to compel my
King to break his oath ; that I should assist to persecute a
body of Christians who worship God according to the
truth of his holy Word ; and that I should help to promote
and increase a religion so much at variance with the Scrip-
tures as the religion of the Papists or Romanists ?

2dly. Can it be consistent with my duty to my neighbour
that I should join a cruel and persecuting body of men to
injure and oppress those of the same religion and the same
faith as myself? Have not the members of my own Church
a right to ask for my help and protection, as far as I have
the means of affording it? Let me do as I would be done
by ; and think if I were in the state of the Protestants in
Ireland, what I should reasonably wish and expect the
Protestants in England to do for me.

3dly. But supposing that I could make it consistent with
my duty to God and to my neighbour, to vote for the
friends of the Papists, what is my duty to myself on such
apoint? Shall I, or shall I not, injure my own interest by
doing so?

In order to come to a right understanding on this point,
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sl redressing their grievances, did to our Apostolic Church,
@while the Papists were reeking with the blood of our fel-
#iow-churchmen in Ireland. ,
3. Now mark what the Dissenters in England are doing at
Rhis moment. Who gave the Romanists the victory in the
House of Commons, in a vote for persecution agamst the
]nsh Protestants, which has placed the King and the nation
3n such a difficulty? The Papists do not number more
tthan seventy or eighty out of a body of 650. How then
were they enabled to get a majority to side with them
against the Protestants in Ireland? I will tell you. Every
English Dissenter voted with them. Every man who langhs
all religion to scorn, voted with them ; and this band of men,
of all religions but the true, and of no religion at all, were
aided by certain members of the Church of England whose
party-spirit and political faction has blinded them so far
that they have joined hands with the enemies of their own
faith to destroy their own Church, either ignorant or reck-
less of the consequences that must ensme. And observe
still fuxther the conduct of the Dissenters. At the very
moment that the Papists in Ireland are endeavouring to
trample upon our Church there, the English Dissenters are
endeavouring to persecute it here; and that on the same
plea which their fathers used in King Charles the First’s
time—the redress of their own grievances—whereas the
only pretended grievances for which redress has been re-
fused, is that they are not allowed to pervert, for Dissent-
ing purposes, the colleges and churchyards which have been
set apart for the use of the Church. They having them-
selves all the time, colleges and burial-grounds of their
own, with which the Church never attempts to interfere.
. And observe still further, that, like their ancestors in
King Charles the First’s time, their enmity is directed not
merely against the property of the Church, which excites



