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PREFACE vii

shall be exercised in judging of the non-Christian
religions, and the skill which shall be shown in pre-
senting the immensely superior truths of the Chris-
tian faith, will the success of the great work of
Missions be increased.

It scarcely needs to be said that I have not even
attempted to give anything like a complete view of
the various systems of which I have spoken. Only
a few salient points have been touched upon, as
some practical end. has required. But if the mere
outline here given shall lead any to a fuller investi-
gation of the subjects discussed, I shall be content.
I am satisfied that the more thoroughly the Gospel
of Redemption is compared with the futile systems
of self-righteousness which man has devised, the
more wonderful it will appear.

F. F. ELLINWOOD.
NEW YoRK, January 20, 1892.



THE ELY LECTURES—1891.

THE lectures contained in this volume were deliv-
ered to the students of Union Theological Seminary
in the year 1891, as one of the courses established in
the Seminary by Mr. Zebulon Stiles Ely, in the fol-
lowing terms :

¢ The undersigned gives the sum of ten thousand dollars to
the Union Theological Seminary of the city of New York, to
found a lectureship in the same, the title of which shall be
¢ The Elias P. Ely Lectures on the Evidences of Christianity.’

¢ The course of lectures given on this foundation is to com-
prise any topics that serve to establish the proposition that
Ohristianity is & religion from God, or that it is the perfect
and final form of religion for man.

‘¢ Among the subjects discussed may be :

¢ The Nature and Need of a Revelation ;

“ The Character and Influence of Christ and his Apostles ;

‘“ The Authenticity and Credibility of the Scriptures, Mira-
cles, and Prophecy ;

“ The Diffusion and Benefits of Christianity ; and

¢ The Philosophy of Religion in its Relation to the Chris-
tian System.

“ Upon one or more of such subjects a course of ten public
lectures shall be given, at least once in two or three years.
The appointment of the lecturer is to be by the concurrent
action of the directors and faculty of said Seminary and the
undersigned ; and it shall ordinarily be made two years in ad-
vance.”
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2% ORIESTAL EBELIGIONS AND CHRISTIASIYY

hzy Him that made me in a right marmer, and
theredsy t0 be made partaker of that happiness my
atur: is capable of.” *

. Seomd, in studying the false systems it is im-
portant to distinguish between religion and ethics
In the sphere of ethics the different faiths of men
rosy find much eymmon ground, while in their relig-
ious elements they may be entirely true or utterly
false. The teachings of Confucius, though agnostic,
presented a moral code which places the relations of
the family and state on a very firm basis. And the
very highest precepts of Buddhism belong to the
period in which it was virtually atheistic Many
great and noble truths have been revealed to man-
kind through the conscience and the understanding,
and these truths have found expression in the prov-
erbs or ethical maxims of all races. To this extent
God has nowhere left himself without witness.
But all this is quite apart from a divinely revealed
religion which may be cherished or be wholly lost.
The golden rule is found not only in the New Tes-
tament, but negatively at least in the Confucian clas-
sics ;1 and the Shastras of the Hindus present it in
both the positive and the negative form. And the
still higher grace of doing good to those who injure
us, was proclaimed by Laotze, five hundred years
before Christ preached the Sermon on the Mount.

* Private Thoughts on Religion, Part L, Article 2.

 Confucius not only taught that men should not do to others
what they would not have done to them, but when one of his dis-
ciples saked him to name one word which should represent the
whole daty of man, he replied ‘¢ Raciproocity.”










































































































































72 ORIENTAL RELIGIONS AND CHRISTIANITY

as it was ages ago. Let us fearlessly enter these
abodes of darkness, throw open the shutters, and let
in the light of day, and the hobgoblins will flee.
Let us explore every dark recess, winnow out the
miasma and the mildew with the pure air of heaven,
and the Sun of Righteousness shall fill the world.
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eenary 3.0.F Seaas I Imsed w3 cofiwmer sent
of Jepcwar., B o 2 meEky TrecTive ai Behis-
mz w kave Teer orirsd oy Danzs Hystaspes,
whko [ived 300 = which x s dearly monotheis-
tic a5 the Sz of Moses The Vendidad which
Bawlinson supposes to bhave been eomposed S00
years B is foll of rferences to minor gods, but
Ahura is always suprerse. The modern Parsees of
Bomlbay claim to be morotkbeistic. and declare that
such has been the faith of their fathers from the be-

A Parsee catechism published in Bombay twenty-
five years ago reads thus : “ We believe in only one
God, and do not believe in any besides Him. . . .
He is the God who created the heavens, the earth,
the angels, the stars, the sun, the moon, the fire, the
water, . . . and all things of the worlds; that
(+od we believe in, Him we invoke, Him we adore.”
And lest this should be supposed to be a modern
faith, the confession further declares that *This is

* Other writers contend that he was probably contemporaneous
with Abraham. 8till others think Zoroaster a general name for
groat prophets. Darmestetter inclines to this view.

























































TRACES OF A PRIMITIVE MONOTHEISM 265

live up to their religion, however imperfect it may
be.* They first disregard it, and then at length de-
grade it, to suit their apostate character.

Paul’s estimate of heathen character was that of a
man who, aside from his direct inspiration, spoke
from a wide range of observation. He was a philos-
opher by education, and he lived in an age and amid
national surroundings which afforded the broadest
knowledge of men, of customs, of religious faiths,
of institutions. Trained asa Jew, dealing constantly
with the most enlightened heathen, persecuting the
Christians, and then espousing their cause, his prep-
aration for a broad, calm, and unerring judgment of
the character of the Gentile nations was complete ;
and his one emphatic verdict was apostasy.
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ml % sseage Zm hat which 1ae Zeecme msay-
poranie.” *  Bas tfese a= 'y de Iark and sem-
kamﬁm&nmfnﬁméxﬁzeﬁsp&r
teneath tte miper-ires axc ImacTne that all the
world kas zree wrrg The mipertrse In Chnis-
tiznity ia the czeeption; tke B;—tref»dBuﬂkm,
with the wze desponders estimaze is the rule. No
divire message earie v, skow the Baddha a brighter
side. And the agrestic suipe his ears that no voice
A cherr 1aa7 be beard The whole philosophy of
Prddbists ard of rodern agnoeticism is pessimistie.
The word ard Spirit of God do rot deny the sad
fawas A hinman life in a world of sin, bat they ena-
He: the: Christian ¢ trinioph over them, and even to
resjesies; in tritmlation.

7. And this leads to one more common feature of
all falws: systerns, their fatalism. Among the exag-
yeraten] claitns which are made for heathen religions
in our day, it is alleged that they rest upon a more
hamans: philosophy than appears in the grim fatal-
ism of emr Christian theology, especially that of the
Calvinistic type. Without entering upon any de-
festens of Christian doctrines of one type or another,
it. womldd be easy to show that fatalism, complete and
unmitigatedd, in at the foundation of all Oriental re-

* 1he Permanent Flements sn Religion, p. 154
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33 ORIZSTAL REII[+I9¥s AND CHRISTIANITY

If we inyzire o the tendency of all types of an-
cknt or modern pantresism in this particular phase,
we shall find tzerm. withoat exceptiom, fatalistic.
They not mereiy make God the author of sin—they
make Him iz sizrzer. Our misdeeds are not our
acts, but God's Tkos the vaunted Bhagavad Gita,
uniting the Sarkbyan and the Vedanta philosophies,
makes Krishns say 1o Arjuna: “ All actions are in-
cessantly performed by operation of the qualities of
Prakriti :the self - existing Essence. Deluded by
the thought of indivijuality, the soul vainly believes
itself to be the doer. The soul, existing from eter-
nity, devoid of qualities, imperishable, abiding in
the body, acts not. nor is by any act polluted. He
who sees that actions are performed by Prakriti
alone, and that the soul is not an actor, perceives
the truth.”™* Such is Hindu pantheism. Yet this
most inconsistent system charges man with guilt.
It represents his inexorable fate as pursuing him
through endless transmigrations, holding over him
the lash of retribution, while it exacts the very last
farthing. Still, from first to last, it is not he that
acts, but some fractional part of the One only Exist-
ence which fills all space.

The philosophy of Spinoza was quite as fatalistic
a8 the Hindu Vedanta. He taught, according to
Schwegler, that “The finite has no independent ex-
istence in itself : it exists because the unrestrained
productive energy of the (infinite) Substance spon-
taneously produced an infinite variety of particular
forms. It has, however, no proper reality ; it exists

* Indian Wisdom, p. 152.






332 ORIENTAL RELIGIONS AND CHRISTIANITY

yet religion or science without fate is radically un-
sound.” Again he adds : “We cannot separate per-
fection and fate. Deity whose sway is not destiny
is not venerable, nor even reliable. It would be a
purpose that did not round the universe, a love that
could not preserve it. Theism without fate is a
kind of atheism, and a self-dominated atheism. Buat
holding justice to be the true necessity or fate, is
properly theism, though it refuses the name.” *

The reasoning here reminds one of the conclusions
of a still more recent writer, who while condemning
what he considers the fatalism of Calvinistic theo-
logy, still asserts that its logic leaves no alterna-
tive but the denial of a personal God. And an
early Buddhist philosopher has left a fragment which
gives the very same reason for agnosticism. Thus he
says: “If the world was made by God (Isvara) there
should be no such thing as sorrow or calamity, nor
doing wrong, nor doing right ; for all, both pure and
impure, deeds must come from Isvara. . . If
he makes without a purpose he is like a snckhng
child, or with a purpose, he is not complete. Sorrow
and joy spring up in all that lives; these, at least,
are not alike the works of Isvara, for if he causes
love and joy he must himself have love and hate.
But if he loves and hates, he is not rightly called
self-existent. 'Twere equal, then, the doing right or
doing wrong. There should be no reward of works ;

" the works themselves being his, then all things are
the same to him, the maker.”

This was a Buddhist’s answer to the Hindu pan-

* Oriental Religions—India. PartIL, p. 4.
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verse. At the same time a deaf ear is turned to
theme voicrs of natnre and revelation which speak of
s bemevolent Creavr.  But the point o which I call
particnlar attention in this connection is. that these
vagme terms, whatever else they may mean, imply in
each cane some law of necessity which moulds the
wirld. They are only the names of the Fates whom
sl) philowsphies have set over us. If we have been
oomrert in tracing an element of fatalism through all
the; heathen faiths, and all ancient and modern phi-
lemesphien, how is it that the whole army of unbelief
amosmtrate their assailments against divine sover-
eignty in the Word of God, and yet are ready to laud
sl npprove these systems which exhibit the same
things in greater degree and without mitigation ?
T'hat which differentiates Christianity is the fact
that, while it does represent God as the originator
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heathen or agnostic philosophy, is impregnable : the
fatalism is all theirs, the union of sovereign power
with infinite love is ours. We have reason as well
as they. We realize the facts and mysteries of life
as fully as they, but are not embittered by them.
'We see nothing to be gained by putting out the light
we have. We prefer faith to pessimism, incarnate
love to the tyranny of * unconscious will.”
2
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“for thers is no other pame given under heaven
niemy, men wherehy we must be saved.  The very
yeming f Christianity means supremacy and mo-
nopoly, for the reagon that it is divine and God can-
nid, be divided against Himself.” But in our time
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F-azi every 2izez. I s aware that many are insist-
irz i=ag Z'.- ’c-mx_.obefoundman inten-
v Zem i C—_-a promaizston of her own doctrines
witnot rezand t2 aoy other.  “ Preach the Gospel,”

it is sa’] - whether men will hear or whether they
forbzar.” Bzt it must be borne in mind that Paul’s
more inteilizent method was to strive as one who
would win. and not as they who beat the air. The
Salvation Army will reach a certain class with their
mere unlettered z:al. The men who purposely read
only One Book, but read that on their knees, doubt-
less have an important work to do, but the Church
as a whole cannot go back to the time when devout
zealots sneered at the idea of an educated ministry.

The conflict of truth and error must be waged intel-
ligently. There are sufficient reasons for claiming a
diviae supremacy for the Gospel over all heathen
faiths, and the sooner we thoroughly understand the
difference, the more wisely and successfully shall we
accomplish our work.

Wherein, then, consists the unique supremacy of
the Christian faith ?

1. It alone offers a real salvation. We are mot
speaking of ethics, or conceptions of God, or meth-
ods of race culture, but of that one element which
heals the wounds of acknowledged sin and reconciles
men to God. And this is found in Christianity
alone. There is no divine help in any other. Sys-
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380 ORIENTAL RELIGIONS AND CHRISTIANITY

There is in the brief epistle of Paul to Titus a pas-
sage which in a single sentence sets forth the way of
salvation in its fulness. It traces redemption to the
grace of God, and it makes it a free provision for all
men; yet it insists upon carefulness and sobriety.
Salvation is shown to begin now in the laying aside
of all sin and the living of a godly life. Meanwhile
it cheers the soul with expectation that Christ shall
dwell with the redeemed in triumph, as He once
came in humiliation, and it keeps ever in mind the
great truth that His mission is not merely to secure
for man future exemptions and possessions, but to
build up character—character that shall continue to
rise and expand forever.

For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath
appeared to all men, teaching us that, denying ungodli-
ness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, right-
eously, and godly, in this present world ; looking for
that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the
great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; who gave
Himself for usthat He might redeem us from all inig-
uity, and purify unto Himself a peculiar people zealous
of good works.
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*This book is an important contribution to theological science. It is decid-
edly the most valuable work on Christian Apologetics which has appeared in this
country or in England during the last decade. It is the first clear and thorough-
going product of that reconstruction of the argument for Christianity which gas
been going on in recent years.”—A ndover Review.

¢ The book is one of the noteworthy issues of the year and must meet with
a warm reception, for it is both interesting and thoughtful. The style is a
model of clearness, even where the reasoning is deep. There is hardly a dull
paragraph in the book.”"—7ke Christian Inquirer. .

‘“ His Eraentation of the certainty, reality, and scientific character of the
facts in a Christian consciousness, entirely apart from any unreliable subjective
feeling, is very strong, and his close grasping of spiritual reaiities, rather than
of merely spiritual truths, cannot fail to be blessed in its spiritual influence on
ministers,”"—Tke Lutheran.

“ They form one of the ablest series which it has been our privilege to read,
and we warmly d it to all, especially to pastors and students of theology.
It deals in a manner as thorough and logical as it is spiritual with a department
of Christian truth which sometimes has not been emphasized sufficiently and
which always ought to be made prominent. . . . Professor Stearns also pos-
sesses a somewhat rare power of expressing in a few sentences the substance of a
whole system of philosophy or theology, and he has used it to great advantage.”

—The Congregationalist.

““We hope that what we have said will indicate enough of his argument to

lead our readers to study it for themselves. We promise them a rich reward if
they do.”’—/ndependent.

*We have read them with a growing admiration for their ability, strentfth,
and completeness displayed in the argument. It is a book which should be
circulated not merely in theological circles, but among young men of reflective
disposition who are beset by the so-called ‘scientific’ attacks upon the founda-
tions of the Christian faith.”—Christian Intelligencer.

It shows how the common experience of a believing soul becomes a trul
scientific defence of Christianity. Against such an argument as is here set fort
no amount of pretentious learning avails. . . . It is pleasant to be able to
say that Professor Stearns by such an adequate treatment, has lddegl to our
apologetic literature a volume of permanent value.”—Sunday School Times.

« This is one of the noblest contributions to the department of apologetics.
. . . The whole subject is treated in a practical, scientific, and comprehensive
manner, with abundant learning and admirable candor. There is earnestness of
purpose and spiritual depth; the thoughts are fresh and suggestive, and ﬁqd an
energetic and attra(ilive expressi%n. }he bo::l;ls!xot)pld be‘ée:d"by every minister,

i nd of interest to the ordina ristian reader.

sad will be fou — '7'};: Canadian Methodist Quarterly,

¢ This haad: treatise ists of a series of lectures given by Professor
Stearns, of Bangor, Me., on the Ely foundation in Union Seminary, New York
City. With a great theme, an able thinker, a ripe scholar, and a fine writer, we
are prepared to find these lectures of much interest and great practical value.
After reading them, we are better able to understand why Union Semin;
called Professor Stearns to succeed Dr. Shedd, in its chair of Theology, and why
Bangor Seminary should rejoice that Dr. Stearns did not accept thecall. A more
stimulating book we have not read for some time.”—Presbyterian QOuarterly.
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