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PREFACE.

To THE Ejeadeb:

Fkom the title page you will leam sometliiiig respecting

the nature and importance of the Bubjects discussed in this

Treatise. The author cannot rationally hope to prevail witli

all his readers to adopt his views and methods of expounding

portions of Scripture, which have been the subject of so much

disputation and perplexity. He does hope, however, to awa-

ken additional interest in the important subjects brought un-

der notice, and to excite increased attention to those prophecies

whose fulfillment must greatly affect the destiny of the whole

world.

Be apprised, Reader, before you proceed farther, of one

trait in the character of this work : you will find that the au-

thor does not attempt to explain mysteries, or to defend dispu-

ted positions, by merely advancing his own opinions. He

will, in every important instance, cite you to the law and to

the testimony. You will meet with some disclosures that are

sufficiently startling, and with some arguments and illustra-

tions which are entirely new. And you will perceive that the

whole matter has been treated with originality and indepen-

dency. There is but little borrowed from other writers ;
but

what there is, is duly credited- The earnest, prayerful effort

of the author has been to be right— exactly right— in all
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matters pertaining to the great subject in hand, so far as God

has deemed it wise to reveal the truth to men. The author has

all along proceeded upon the supposition, that God designed

the Iloly Scriptures for the benefit of mankind ; and that, for

this reason, they may be understood.

Of the origin of this work, something, perhaps, should be

known. The peculiar features of the Harmony, and the gov-

erning principle and arguments of the Exposition, are not

new to the author : tlicy are the result of several years' re-

search and reflection. Indeed, it has been the principal sub-

ject of inquiry and investigation for several years.

The preparation of the work for the press, however, has

been hurried : too much hurried, probably, for the author's

personal good, or for the popularity of his publication. It

has all been written within the last twelve months. And the

labor of composing has been continually interrupted— some-

times for several weeks together—by much personal illness,

by almost continual family affliction, by unusually heavy pas-

toral labors, by a number of calls for extra lectures and ad-

dresses, at home, and in other places ; not to mention the

perplexities and delays occasioned by a change of residence,

and the necessary additions to ordinary ministerial labor, in

closing up the affairs of one charge and beginning those of

another.

A large proportion of the work lias been composed while

the majority, perhaps, of its readers were quietly slumbering.

With these facts before him, the candid, and especially the

Christian, reader will not fail tomake some allowance for such

errors and imperfections as must, in the nature of things, more

or less mar the productions of human wisdom. Let tlie critic

remember that the golden rule applies to " all things whatso-

ever ;" and, consequently, it must apply to criticism.
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Finally, Reader, if you would derive most advantage from

the perusal of this work, be earnestly advised, (1.) To read

the whole work through, in the order in which it is composed

;

for you will find that all the parts sustain a close relation, and

in some cases, the connection is very important. (2.) En-

deavor to understand the author's position and meaning in

every place. (3.) Be sure to read the IS^otes,— especially

tliose ip the Appendix— in their appropriate connections.

(-1.) Do not, on any account, fail to examine the synopsis of

Josephus' History of the Jewish War, when you come to the

place where it is referred to. (5.) And certainly you ought

to keep your Bible open before you, and refer to it as often

as a complete comprehension of the quotations and references

may require ; never forgetting that, after all, it is not what man

may say, but what God has said, that will prove decisive in

human controversy. (6.) Need it be said to Christians— in

reference to such important subjects— examine carefully, pa-

tiently, prayerfully ; desiring and seeking to be divinely en-

lightened ?
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HARMOM AID EXPOSITION.

PART FIEST.

CHAPTER I.

Principal subject—The Haemony.

Differs from others—When first designed—How originated—Effect of Trans-

positions— xvii. chap, of Luke— Relation of the different Records to each

other— Matthew's record adopted as the principal one— Reasons—Why
neither of the Evangelists was inspired to preserve the whole of the Lord's

Discourse— Wise Design— Testimony— How applied to Prophecy— Per-

fection in Imperfection— Design of Mystery— Relation of Parts to the

Whole— Illustrations.

1. It will be perceived at once that the Harmony herewith

submitted is arranged after a new method. Several have

been examined, and from some of them important suggestions

have been derived ; but in this arrangement no one has been

followed. Indeed, the author has found no one to follow.*

In a few instances the author's convictions have led him to

differ from the usual arrangement of verses, as found in the

various Harmonies which he has examined.

2. The author takes pleasure in acknowledging himself

indebted for several valuable thoughts, to an article in the

Methodist Quarterly Eeview. for July, 1842, on the Coming

of Christ.

Even so long ago as the great agitation on the subject of

the Second Advent, in 1842 and '43, the author had in

contemplation the publication of a Treatise on the xxiv. chap-

*See Note A in the Appendix.
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ter of Matthew ; and did, in fact, several years since, give

several expository lectures, wliicli embodied the principal ele-

ments of this Ilannony and Exposition.

3. Tlie design which led to the formation of this Harmony,

made it desirable that all which was spoken by our Lord in

the discourse under notice, should be constantly and connect-

edly before the eye. The paragraph and verse Harmonies in

common use are a great assistance in this respect ; but still

the reader is under the necessity o^ forming in his own- mind

a Harmony, having more particular reference to the collocation

of the sentences and xoords of the discourse.

4. From this necessity of a mental Harmony, to supply the

common deficiency of the written, the idea was suggested of

writing out in full what must of necessity exist in the viind^

in order to be rigidly systematic in the examination . of the

prophecy. It is certain that neither of the three ev.^ngelists

has preserved all that tlie Saviour uttered ; for we find in

each some things which are omitted by the others. And it is

also certain that whatever we find in any of the three, as a

part of the discourse, must have been spoken on that occa-

sion \ otherwise, the record would not be authentic.

5. Now, whatever was spoken, must have been said in

some definite order. Some things were referred to before

some other things ; as, for example, the coming of the fiilse

Christs before the coming of the true Christ. And it is obvi-

ously of great importance to ascertain, as nearly as possible,

the exact order in which the various items of the discourse

succeeded one another in the original delivery.

But this cannnt be done by merely arranging oppositely

the different verses and })aragraplis, as they are found in the

several records. It is necessary to have a natural collocation

of all the sentences and words ; for this will give us the con-

secutive ideas that constitute tlie discourse. Xotliing short of

this will perfectly answer the purpose in a critical analysis of

the composition.

6. This is attempted in this newly arranged Harmony.

But with how much success, the reader who has critically

investigated the subject, is best qualified to decide. The
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position of every sentence, and of every word, has been sub-

jected to a thorough examination. In some places the author

was in doubt concerning the proper place of a verse, or sen-

tence. But in no instance did this occur in what may be
termed the more important portions of the prophecy.

The Harmony of Muenscher has been of much real servict'

in transcribing the sacred text ; though it has not been in ail

cases adoj)ted in the arrangement of either the sentences or

verses.

T. Notwithstanding the fact, that the Harmony herewith

presented to the reader, has brought together into one con-

tinuous narrative all that is recorded in the three inspired

sketches of our Lord's discourse, yet, as it may be perceived,

the arrangement of the sentences does not sensibly disarrange

the regular succession of thought.

And this collocation of all the sentences in the several

records, has been made without any respect to the literary

character of the composition, as amended ; the only guiding

inquiry was respecting the ;place where each properly belono-s.

Yet how unbroken and regular the succession of thought

!

The transitions in the amended composition are usually even
less abrupt than in the individual records.

In some cases even greater perspicuity and force are given

to the preceding and succeeding verses, by the introduction

of omitted sentences or verses. See this exemphfied in the

effect produced by placing the 22d verse of Luke between

the 18th and 19th verses of Matthew. And there, undenia-

bly, is the proper position of that verse.

See, also, what a difference it sometimes makes in the

definiteness of the sentiment, by the transfer of a single ex-

pression, as in the 33d verse of Matthew.

8. As the xvii. chapter of Luke also contains something on

the same subject, it was considered advisable to give particu-

lar prominency to the references to that chapter.

By noticing the frequent transpositions of the verses of

that chapter, as they are arranged in harmony with the more
extended discourse, it will be observed that the succession of

thought differs essentially from the order in the discourse in

3
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Matthew ; and in several other particulars it is quite dissimi-

lar to the one forming the subject of this Treatise.

It ought not, therefore, to guide us in deciding the consecu-

tive relations of the sentences in the more full and perfect

record.

One of the transpositions is so very important, and has so

greatly embarrassed the usual exposition of the prophecy in

Matthew, that it has been deemed expedient to consider the

matter in a chapter by itself.

9. It will be perceived that the record of Matthew has

been selected, in the effort to preserve the original order of

the discourse. Tlie principal reasons for this, are, (1.) Because

the Holy Ghost seems to have designed the record of Matthew

for the principal history of this remarkable prophecy.

Tlie other histories appear to be, to some extent, supple-

mentary, and designed to preserve what was omitted by the

first. But, in order to be perspicuous, it was necessary for

the supplementary writers to give a sufficiency of the original

discourse to show where their emendations belong, and thus

fill out to completion the original record.

10. On a careful examination of the three records, it will

not usually be difficult to know just where to put the sup-

plemental portions ; for Divine Wisdom has so directed, that

throughout each of the records, there are enough of the

prominent points of general agreement to guide us in forming

all the points of the discourse into a complete whole. (2.) A
second reason for adopting the sketch of Matthew as the

governing record, is, because it is not only more full and

perfect, but it is also connected with a succeeding chapter

which is omitted by both the others. Perhaps the principal

reason why the other evangelists were not moved to preserve

the important parables, and the description of the judgment

scene, which are found in the xxv. chapter of Matthew, was,

because the first historian was inspired to make so perfect a

record, that supplementary additions were unnecessary.

11. If it should be inquired, why the Holy Spirit should

move the first historian to keep such a perfect record of the

illustrative parables and judgment scene, as to render sup-
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plemental emendations unnecessary, while, in the more

important portions of the prophecy, the first record is so

incomplete as to need additions ? The answer would be this :

It has pleased God to proceed in the matter on the usual plan

of giving testimony^ both in the publication and preservation

of important facts.

But in using testimony to convince the world, it was

deemed important to have more than one witness, that " in

the mouth of two or three witnesses every word might be

established." The same wisdom that guides the best human
governments in matters of testimony, would have chosen this

very method of communicating divine truth, if it had com-

prehended the things which are divine as the things which

pertain to this world.

Inspiration has not erred in conforming the method of reve-

lation to the established judicial usages of the wisest govern-

ments.

12. But if the primary witness had been led to give a full,

regular, and perfect narration of the matter, the other wit-

nesses would have had either nothing to testify, or else would

have been compelled to testify to precisely the same things

as the other ; and which, in reporting a discourse, must have

required the exact preservation of the language and order.

In the former case, this would have been a virtual exclusion

of all additional testimony ; in the latter, it would have too

much the appearance of collusion.

13. It is not a new idea, that, in important matters of fact

and prophecy, the Holy Spirit has purposely shut out every

appearance, and every rational suspicion, of collusion. The

witnesses of both fact and prophecy are usually inde]3endent

of each other. They agree in the principal points of their

testimony ; and they do not disagree anywhere. The omis-

sions of one, and the additions of another, when all are framed

together, form a beautiful and perfectly harmonious testimony.

14. And, notwithstanding the objections and cavils of Infi-

delity, the truths of the Bible are without doubt far better

established by this kind of testimony, than they could be by

any other.
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Had all the inspired witnesses left their testimony as if they

had cojiied verbatim from some original document, the same

Infidelity that now cavils at the apparent disagreements,

omissions, and additions, would then undoul)tedly be just as

ready to cavil at the appearance of collusion ; and would

probably make the verbatim of the witnesses a stronger objec-

tion, than the present verbal difference with substantial

agreement.

15. These observations may not appear to be as applicable

to matters of prophecy, as to matters of history ; for, some

may say, the prophecy is its own witness ; its fulfillment proves

its truth. True, indeed ; but is it of no consequence to know

when, where, and by whom, the prediction was uttered?

Should not the prophet be identified with his own prophecy,

so as to establish completely his inspiration ? So as efiectu-

ally to guard against the possible appropriation of a wonderful

prediction for the countenance and propagation of a subse-

quent imposture ? But how can the identity of a prophet be

preserved in inseparable connection with his own predictions,

if his words are not preserved ? And is not the preservation

of words, and times, and circumstances, and personalities, a

proper subject of testimony ?

16. The predictions which form the subject of this Exposi-

tion, are of too much consequence, in the great and growing

controversy between truth and error, to be left for the testi-

mony of a single witness. And Inspiration was too wise to

move the first and principal witness to give a testimony that

should, in effect, exclude all others. Hence, in the nature of

the case, we should exjject to find the first record imperfect

in itself^ but perfect as apart. Tliis is the general nature of

the prophecies and histories that relate to the important facts

in the Saviour's life, death, and resurrection. And it is a

superficial view of things which leads any one to wish it were

otherwise. Tlie solution of some problems is altogether more

interesting when wrouglit out, than wln^n merely stated. Yet

we always need some primary and self-evident principles to

begin with.

17. So, to some extent, it is with some of the great facts,
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and doctrines, and prophecies wliicli are found in tlie Bible.

God was too conversant with man's nature and necessities,

and too regardful of liis well-being, to give to him a revela-

tion, which had nothing about it to call into exercise, and

strengthen, and happifj those strong, vigorous minds, whose

health, and enjoyment, and usefulness are inseparably con-

nected with the investigation and mastery of deej), and broad,

and elevating subjects. It formed a part of the original

design, that mind should be arrested, exercised, expanded,

elevated, purified, and happified by subjects that lead directly

heavenward, and not be doomed to the everlasting drudgery

of the research, discovery, and demonstration of compara-

tively unimportant matters.

18. And where shall we look for such themes as we have

judged to be designed for man's welfare ? Shall we look for

them in connection with the less important, and less interest-

ing matters which form the primary and self-evident principles

in theology? Or shall we turn to the great and thrilling

subjects which have about them a sufficiency of interest to

attract and rivet the universal attention ?— which, on this

very account, may be selected as the only appropriate themes

to be held in connection with the great and sometimes mys-

terious problems that shall exercise the restless, ambitious,

and growing mind.

To such we will turn. And we will not be disappointed in

our anticipations of some solutions to be wrought out, by
patience and labor, in such a thrilling subject as the final

destiny of the world.

19. Xot to be diverted, however, from the former illustra-

tion,—it may be observed, that the precise form in which we
Qnd the records of the great prophecy in question, may prove

to be, after all, the very form which is best adapted to secure

and exercise the world's attention. The design of the Infi-

nite Wisdom which moved the evangelists thus to record their

testimony, was doubtlessly as good and considerate, as the

same Wisdom which, in other things, shows itself by creating

component parts imperfect, in themselves considered, but

perfect^ when considered as jparts. And is it not sufficiently
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evident, that, with finite things, the highest perfection 18

relati/oef

20. If there are embarrassments and diflScnlties connected

with the kind of testimony which we have supposed in t]ie

case before us, nevertheless, it must be endured, for the

nature of the case admits of nothing better. And there is

reason to believe that the disadvantages of such a case are,

after all, less than would result from any other system.

If this be so, we should no more complain of the embar-

rassments that may result, than of the system of creating

human beings, merely because the foot, or the hand, as a^>ar?!,

has not all the attributes and excellences of the body itself,

which is the union of all the individual parts.

21. The imperfection of the individual records of our Sa-

viour's discourse, is such as the perfection of the design

rendered expedient and necessary. It was— so to speak

—

as the imperfection of a hand, considered merely of itself,

and not as a part of something else. It is imperfect, in this

specific sense, that it has not eyes, eare, and the other mem-

bers and faculties of the body which it helps to form.

But, considered as a part, and in respect to its relations, it

is as perfect as the body to which it belongs.

22. Let U8 not, then, view with regret and suspicion the

(in this sense) imperfect records which have preserved for us

the wonderful discourse which we are about to review. Let

not short-sighted, caviling Infidelity rob us of our joy and

boast in believing that " all Scripture is given by inspiration

of God ; " and that even the fragmentary records of some

parts, and the supplementary records of others, are just as

they should be :
" Even so, Fatlier, for so it seemeth good

unto thee." But wo must gather up these fragments, that

nothing be lost. This the Harmony professes to do ; and,

still further, professes to restore the various parts according

to their original order.
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CHAPTER II.

Principal subject— Tkansposition of Luke xvn. 31-33.

A principal difficulty in interpreting tlie Prophecy— Two classes of Inter

preters— Perplexity of Orthodox Expositors— Fanciful Expositions—How
to detect the Transposition— Wliich record should be corrected— Are Luke

xvii. and Matt. xxiv. parallel ?— Which record is most complete— Christ's

method of Teaching— When the Apostles were inspired— Character of the

First References to the subjects of the great Prophetic Discourse— Other

Transpositions— The Question at issue.

1. The principal difficulty in harmonizing and applying

the different sketches of our Lord's discourse arises from this

single fact : In Matthew's record, the admonition to those up-

on the house-top, directing them not to come down to take

anything out of the house, appears to belong to the period of

the Roman invasion. But in Luke xvii. the same admonition

appears to belong to the period that we usually apply to the

coming of Christ. Now, when we apply any portion of the

prophecy to the coming of Christ, the objector is ready to

meet us with the remark, that in the account given by Luke,

where he is speaking ofthe coming of Christ, he uses the identi-

cal admonition that, in another place, we apply to the period

of the Roman war. Therefore it is concluded by some that

the coming of Christ spoken of in the prophecy, was not a lit-

eral, personal coming, but a figurative, or judicial coming, by

the instrumentality of the Romans.

Those who adopt this conclusion are divided into two wide-

ly different classes : (1.) Tliose who deny the doctrine of a sec-

ond personal advent of Christ, as it is held by the orthodox

churches : and, (2.) Tliose who believe that the Bible teaches

such a doctrine in other places, but understand the language

in tJiis pro2)hecy as being figurative.

2. Those of the class first mentioned have this in their fa-

vor : that the allusions to the coming of Christ in this dis-

course are apparently as plain and literal as in any other part
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of the Bible. And if these are admitted to be metaphorical,

it is with much plausibility that those who deny the doctrine

of the second coming to judgment, insist upon a figurative

interpretation of the other passages. And, besides, the ortho-

dox divine has to admit that some of our Saviour's admoni-

tions, which in Luke xvii. are given in connection with allu-

sions to the second coming, are, in the other places, given

undeniably in connection with matters pertaining to the

Roman war.

Here the opponents of tlie orthodox claim to find proof of

the figurativeness of the coming spoken of, and of its being in

some way connected with the judgments that are already past.

And, if in this place, why not elsewhere ?

3. And this has likewise greatly perplexed our divines,

when tliey have undertaken to point out and separate the por-

tions that belong to the two very different periods. They

have been in doubt to which of the events to apply the ad-

monitions to those on the house-top, as found in the xvii. of

Luke. If they apply that j)ortion to the second advent, as

the connection would seem to warrant ; then what shall be

done with the same words, where they as evidently belong to

the period of the war ?

If they apply them to tl\e Roman war, then how dispose of

the passages that we claim to relate to the literal coming ?

Here the orthodox divines have found themselves greatly em-

barrassed. And their opponents have not been either slow to

perceive it, or reluctant to improve it.

4. Here lies the principal difiiculty in giving a consecutive,

systematic, and satisfactory interpretation of this wonderful

discourse.

All the rest is comparatively easy. But while this difficul-

ty remains, the orthodox expounders will continue to bewilder

and confound their readei*s, by the unsatisfying tlieories of

double prophecy, of typical events, or of allegorical imagery.

And so long as this difficulty is allowed to modify or govern

our expositions of tlie general subject, so long will the ortho-

dox contribute to strengthen the hands of his opponent by

those idle fancies, and groundless assertions, which have be-
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come stereotyped as expositions of such verses as describe the

coming of the Lord, and the darkening and falling of the

luminaries of heaven. In the appropriate place in this Expo-

sition, these stereotyped fancies will be properly attended to.

And if they are not demonstrated to be fancies, then the au-

thor of this Treatise will acknowledge his work to be an en-

tire failure. The reader is premonished, however, that he

will then meet with some surprisingy«cfe / such facts as will

contribute not a little to settle this whole matter of allegori-

cal interpretation.

5, In the verses of the xvii. of Luke, of which we are now
speaking, the two widely separated events are seemingly

blended together. Did it never occur to you, reader, that

those verses are not in their pj'oper place in the discourse ?

Turn, now, either to the parallel places in the Scriptures,

or to the Harmony in this Treatise, and see for yourself that

the verses are transposed from their relative position in the

discourse.

You perceive that the verses relating to those admonitions

in question, in order to be opposed to the parallel verees in

the other places, have to be taken out of their present con-

nections in Luke xvii., and placed in advance of their present

numerical order. And where do they appear, when placed

oppositely to their parallels in the other records ?

It is easy to see : they appear just where they properly be-

long : they are found in that portion of the discourse which

all admit refers to the Roman war. It is obvious, then, that

these verses, as they stand in Luke xvii., are transposed. Put

them where the other records place them, and the principal

hindrance to a consistent interpretation of our Lord's prophet-

ic discourse is taken away. The importance of noticing this

matter is sufficiently obvious. No theory, no interpretation,

no general conclusion, can be deemed complete and reliable,

if this remarkable circumstance is not duly considered.

No good can result fi'om overlooking it, or from treating it

as a matter of little moment.

6. A question still remains : admitting the transposition of

the verses in question, how shall the relative order of the ver-



42 HARMONY ANjy EXPOSITION.

ses in the discourse be determined ? Shall the other records b ^

arranged to agree with the xvii. of Luke ? or shall the orde.-

of this chapter be made to liarmoiiize with the others ? Ii

is a plain question, and a question of some importance to the

general subject. Our remaining observations in this chapter

will bear upon this point.

"We have already been reminded that, of the several records

of our Lord's prophetic discourse, no one 'is full and jperfe:*

in itself. Even the most lengthy and complete account giv-

en by Matthew omits several things of great importance,

which are supplied by the others. And, in one case, (to be

particularly noticed hereafter,) Matthew omitted one verse

that throws a flood of light upon the obscurest portion of the

predictions- Indeed, the verse supplied from Luke xxi. 24,

may be regarded as the most important explanatory verse in

the whole body of records.

Li the proper place it will be shown to be the connecting

link between the most distant periods, joining together the

beginning and the ending of the predicted events. What
would have been the result, if this important verse had been

omitted also by Luke ? It is needless to inquire : the ques-

tion has been sufficiently answered by those who undertake

to expound Matthew, without noticing, in its relative order,

the verse supplied by Luke. The importance of this verse,

and the consequence of overlooking, or misplacing it, will not

now be exhibited, but reserved for the Exposition.

Y. The principal difficulty in hannonizing and applying the

different records of the prophetic discourse, it has been re-

marked, is on account of the transjiosed verses in Luke xvii.

It is now appropriate to ascertain what influence those ver-

ses should have in deciding the relative order of the narration.

And the first remark is this : Our Lord's discourse, as there

recorded, was not delivered on the same occasion, nor in an-

swer to the same inquiries, that we find originated the dis-

course recorded in tlie other places. And although there is, to

some extent, a general parallelism, we arc not certain that

cither was desigi^cd to be a proper parallel of the other.

We need not, therefore, feel ourselves obliged to restrain
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the natural interpretation of the discourse about the temple,

simply because, in some other discourse, a matter was intro-

duced in a different relative order. But if we conclude that

the two discourses were designed to be parallel, then we
should notice that these transposed verses are found, as the

record shows, in a very brief and broken narrative of what

was said on the general subject ; and without any other ac-

count of the same discourse^ to fill u^ and elucidate that single,

and evidently imperfect record— (imperfect, as explained in

a previous chapter.)

"What other things our Saviour said on that occasion,

—

things (as in the other case) elucidating the nature and order

of events, we are as ignorant as we must have remained in

respect to many things in the temple discourse, if the subse-

quent records had not gathered up and preserved them.

8. Can it be wise, then, that the order of the narration of

that single and imperfect sketch should be made of so much
greater importance than the fuller narration of the three-fold

and perfected record ? Shall we change the whole order and

design of the natural exposition of the elucidated and com-

pleted record, simply because the same order of relation is

not observed in another record ? Shall we correct the perfect

by the imperfect ? Shall the three-fold testimony be set aside

for the single testimony ? Shall what we know to be as com-

plete as Inspiration designed it, be distorted in its natural or-

der by what we have reason to believe is not as complete as

it was designed ?

For the great discourse which is found in the three evan-

gelists, was delivered subsequently to the othea: and, if it is on

the same subject, it must have been designed as an improve-

ment upon the other, as its very appearance proves.

9. This leads to another remark : Our Saviour was in the

custom of presenting subjects to the minds of his disciples,

that they might become themes of inquiry and meditation.

He was also accustomed to give them information on various

subjects, not all at once, in its fullness, but gradually, and

from time to time, as he judged them able to receive it, until

they had obtained a full understanding of the matter.
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We slionld constcantly remember that tlie disciples "were not

fully inspired from the first ; but were slow of aj)prehension,

liable to mistake, and even fell into errors and misconceptions

about the very matters on which Christ had been speaking.

10. This state of things continued, with some improvement,

until they were finally and fully inspired to act in the Sa^dour's

place. "When Christ saw fit to introduce an important sub-

ject, he sometimes designedly left his communications unfin-

ished, that he might resume and complete them at a more

convenient or appropriate time.

Thus in regard to his departure from them, his crucifixion,

the gift of the Spirit, &c.

Now, would it not have been exceedingly unwise for the

disciples to use those first, unfinished instructions as the crite-

rion by which to regulate the order, and decide the nature, of

the more full and finished communications ? .

The case in hand is quite similar : Our Lord, designing to

be more full and explicit at another time, introduced the sub-

ject of Jewish calamities, and of his own judgment coming;

but, at first, gave only such an amount of information as an-

swered the purpose of awakening an interest, and preparing

the way for complete and final instruction.

11. And it is, as the record itself shows, a matter of fact,

that they did not, from that first discourse, understand either

the precise nature, or the relative order, or the time, of the

great events under our present notice. Hence the meaning of

their inquiries on the subject, at a time subsequent to the

fii-st discourse ; and hence, also, the propriety of delivering

the lengthy and particularizing discourse which is the subject

of this Treatise.

Now, to make the relative order of the last and finished

discourse subject to the order of the sketch of the first dis-

course, is to act without sufiicient reason. But this we do, if

we permit the order of the introductory discouree to overrule

the order of tlio final one.

We need not be trammeled, then, in our exposition of the

xxiv, of Matthew, by any discrepancy ofparallelism in the xvii,

of Luke.
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12. It may be observed, still further, that there are other

transpositions in the relative order of the two discourses. For

example, the allusion to the carcass and eagles. Take anoth-

er instance in the three sketches of the same discourse : the

10th verse in Mark's account must be put between the 13tli

and 14th verses, in order to harmonize with the record of

Matthew. And the 9th verse in Matthew has to be di^aded,

and a part transferred to another place in the relative order,

that it may be harmonized with the two records of Mark and

Luke. Transpositions in ths relative order of sentences, then,

are not unusual. So that, in maintaining the present position,

there is not an effort to prove a new and unheard-of thing.

The labor is simply to show an additional instance of what is

admitted to have more than once occurred in the same gen-

eral connection ; and to settle the matter of precedency be-

tween an unfinished and a finished lesson of instruction, as to

which of the two should be used to amend the other.

CHAPTER III.

Principal subject—The Inteeeogations.

state of the case—How Christ began his discourse—How many things were

comprised in the Questions proposed—What is indicated by the different

forms in which the Questions are recorded— Impressions of the Disciples—
Why three events are blended in their Inquiries—How their impressions

originated— What probably occasioned the Difference in the Records—
Imi^ortance of considering this— Cause of Indefiniteness of many Exposi-

tions— Tlie true method of Reasoning— Illustrations.

1. Some importance should undoubtedly be attached to the

interrogations which our Lord had in view when he delivered

the discourse under review. Tlie previous unfinished, and—
in this sense— imperfect, instructions relative to the destiny

of the Jews, and of the world, had resulted as was foreseen,

and perhaps intended ; or, at least, wisely permitted. The
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great subjects on which the Lord intended to speak more par-

ticularly, at a more appropriate time, liad, it appears, already

been matters of thought, and, probably, of conversation,

among the disciples. Tliey were ready now to press their

inquiries, that they might the more clearly understand the

matters on which they had thought, but which still seemed

obscure and confused. Of the coming of the Son of man, of

the destruction of Jerusalem, and the end of the world, they

had already heard something ; but in respect to the precise

nature, and relative order of some of the events, they were

yet in the dark.

2. Tlie appropriate time had now come for Christ to give

the complete lesson, which from the first he undoubtedly

intended to teach. As they called his attention to the huge

stones in the wall, and the magnificent appearance of the

temple, he opened his wonderful prophetic discoui-se by the

solemn declaration, that the time would come when there

should not remain there one stone upon another. This appears

to have been the substance of all that was said in respect to

the matter, until they arrived at the simimit of mount Olivet,

and Christ had taken his seat over against the temjjle, where

the whole city was distinctly exposed to his view.

3. Then Peter, James, John, and Andrew came to him

privately, and desired him to inform them when the things

which he had predicted should take place. Ilere Me should

remember that we have no proof whatever, that anything

had been said, at that time, about his coming, or of the end

of the world. Yet the evidence is clear, that their inquiries

had respect to three very different events :
" Tell us when

shall these things be?" Tliat is, undoubtedly, the things

relating to the destruction of the temple. " And what shall

be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the Avorld?"

Tliese are the questions, as recorded by Matthew. Tlie other

two evangelists do not retain the triple fonn of the question,

but appear to have recorded it as if all the events would

transpire at the same time. " Tell us when shall these things

be ? and what shall be the sign when all these things shall be

fulfilled." Tliere is here an appearance, which may be
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regarded as an evidence, that the three events were supposed

by the disciples to belong to the same period, and that the

signs of one would also be the signs of the others. It is cer-

tain, however, that the questions were propounded in the

three-fold manner, and referring respectively to the three

great events. To suppose otherwise, would be an impeach-

ment of Matthew's testimony, charging upon him the fact of

reporting, as said, something that was not said. This is a very

different thing from simply omitting something, in order that

another might strengthen the first record by confirmatory

additions.

4. And it is possible, indeed, probable, that all the disciples

were impressed, that the ruin of the temple, and the second

coming would be at the end of the world. And although

Matthew has preserved the triplicate form of the interrogato-

ries, it is no evidence that he supposed the three events would

be widely separated. From the fact, that the whole subject

was evidently suggested, at this time, by the observations

about the destruction of the temple, and from the evident

mingling of the three great events in their inquiries, it is

probably safe to conclude, that the disciples were impressed

that the three great events would transpire in connection, or

at periods not remote from each other. "Whether the disciples

had any definite conviction m relation to the length of time

which should elapse previous to the ruin of the temple, and

the other supposed synchronous events, is not certain. But
there are reasons for concluding that they supposed all would

transpire during the lifetime of some who were then living.

The diflferent subjects had been blended in their inquiries and

meditations, and, in some way, the whole matter seemed to

them connected with the coming of the kingdom of God.

Now, it is certain that Christ represented the kingdom of

heaven as being " at hand," as coming " nigh" unto them, as

" within," (or, more properly, among,) them, and as having

indeed " come" unto them, just as certainly as that he cast

out devils by the finger of God. He had also informed them,

that as they fled from city to city from their persecutors, they
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should " not have gone over the cities of Israel until the Sod

of man be come." If any doubt remained in their minds, in

relation to the nearness of this great event, it was probably

removed by that very distinct affirmation of Christ, that there

^vere some then standing with him which should not die, until

they had seen the Son of man coming in his kingdom.

5. This passage is so remarkable, and probably had so

much influence in forming the impression that all these great

events were near;— and it being still a great difficulty in the

way of a clear understanding of the general subject; — it

will be expedient to bring it distinctly before the mind, in

order that we may perceive the effect it most probably had

upon the disciples, who were from other sources also impressed

that the end of all things was near. "We will, after the plan

of the Harmony, take the record of Matthew, and add what

was supplied by the other evangelists, that all that is upon

record may be presented at once to the mind. The places

referred to are Matt. xvi. 27, 28, Mark viii. 38, and ix. 1, Luke

ix. 26, 27. l^^ Whosoever, therefore, shall he ashamed of mcy

and of my words, in this adulterous and sinful generation /

of him also shall the Son of man he ashamed, when he cometh

[in his own glory,] {and) in the glory of his loathe?', with the

holy angels.~\ For the Son of mdn shall come in the glory of

his Father, with his angels / and then shall he reward every

man according to his works. Verily I say xinto you. There

he some [of them that stand here] which shall not taste of

death, till they see the Son of man coming in his Mngdom.

[Till thiey have seen the Idngdmn of God come with jpower^

[Till they see the Mngdom of God"]

6. Let it be remembered that it is not intended, just now,

to explain this passage, and the others just referred to ; but

simply to show what had been the subjects of thought and

meditation among the disciples, and with what impressions

they prol)ably approached the Saviour, at the time they pro-

posed the questions which are now under consideration.

After such observations from Christ, and after the conversa-

tions and reflections natural to inquisitive minds, how natural,

when one of the su],)poscd synchronous events was named, to
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inquire, "Tell us, when shall these things be ? and what shall

be the sign of thj coming, and of the end of the world ?

"

It must be evident, considering the circumstances of the

case, that although three very different events were contem-

plated in the inquiries, yet these events were considered as

being likely to transj^ire at, or about the same time. And
this conclusion appears to be still more probable, when it is

considered, that although the inquiries did actually have

respect to three diiierent events, and by one of the historians

they were so recorded
;
yet the other historians, designedly

recording the inquiries in the sjnrit in which they were made,

and having more particular reference to the irajpression on

the minds of the disciples ^ whichpromjpted them to make the

i^iquiries in that form ;— we say— this remarkable circum-

stance must make it appear evident that the disciples were

impressed that all would transpire at about the same time.

7. And here we have another of those beautiful instances

in which one part of the Scripture, without any apparent

design, elucidates and sustains the other. By this two-fold

method of preserving these important questions, we have not

only the precise form in which they were propounded, but

the understand'tng and spirit by which they were suggested.

W^e have not only the formal interrogatories to which Christ

^ave his attention, but the understanding and impression of

the inquirers, which he undertook to correct, or to confirm.

To these unexpected, and, to the careful reader, constantly

occuring coincidences, the pious mind delights to turn.

They are the " things new," and yet old, which Inspiration

has hidden away down in the depths of divine wisdom, like

pearls in deep waters, that the inquiring mind may be both

excited and rewarded in its deep searcliings after hidden wis-

dom. They not only prove that the Scriptures were designed

to be studied, but that they will endure study, and strengthen

the belief that begins its examination with the things upon

the surface.

8. Can any one fail to perceive the importance of having

distinctly in view this two-fold method of preserving the

inquiries under notice ? "Without a proper consideration of

4
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this, can we distinctly show to what, and for what, onr Sa-

viour spoke, at the time we are now considering ? Has there

not been too much haste in approacliing this tremendous

subject? Has there not been too much leaping at conclu-

sions, as the expression is ? Has there not been an evident

overlooking, or lightly considering, the circumstances which

prompted the inquiries to which the Saviour replied ? And
has there not been, of consequence, a proportional indejinite-

ness in showing what object Christ had in view in giving this

important discourse ? And may not this account for the un-

deniable confusion and imcertainty which, to an unpleasant

degree, characterize the many expositions of this portion of

the divine oracles ?

9. So far as common philosophy is concerned, we live in

the Baconian age : we reason by induction. We first inquire,

What are the fads f And by this we mean, all the facts

accessihle; all that heoAf ujpon the case, however remotely. He
who, by any means, adds a new fact to the knowledge of the

day, is regarded as having conferred a favor upon the race.

And this is especially true in all these important studies which

affect human destiny, and are still somewhat obscured, and

apparently conflicting. In erecting our theories upon ascer-

tained facts,— which is the true method of reasoning,— we
are thankful for what may seem at first to be little facts ; facts

overlooked by the ordinary explorer. We sometimes find

that one of these little truths— to use such a word— is in

fact a great truth ; a truth that gives an entirely difierent

aspect to important matters. It was, to the common thinker,

an apparently trifling matter that the electric fluid was once

drawn from the clouds by a kite string ; but it has changed

the destiny of the world. So, in the philosophy of theology,

no ascertainable fact should be either overlooked, or treated

as if it were of little or no importance. And this must be

especially essential in those momentous biblical subjects

which have undeniably perplexed so many of our divines-

Is it not palpable that they have too frecjucntly reasoned from

hypothesis, instead of facts? And is it not true that the

inductive method of reasoning has hardly yet found its way
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to conspicuousness in our biblical expositions ? And is it not

particularly true in tlie multitudinous, antagonistical, and

unsatisfactory methods of expounding the portion of Scrip-

ture which is now under notice ? In what treatise shall we
find even the principal, and easily ascertained facts, that have

a bearing upon this subject? Instead of inferring facts from

theories, let us reverse the order, and derive theories from facts.

1,0. These extended remarks cannot be deemed out of place

by that class of minds to whicli these jjages are addressed.

That kind of intellectuality is not in haste to plunge into the

obscure depths of uncertainty. It pauses to examine every

step of logical progress ; and would rather go two steps back-

ward, to be doubly sure, than one forward, but half assured

of its certainty. That kind of mentality likes to linger in

the examination of foundation and explanatory truths, and

gather within its eager grasp all the leading lines of certainty

and probability that seem to converge to the distant, unseen

point, toward which the ruling desire is perpetually tending.

A little delay at the outset, to see what materials for further

research we have gathered, and to take our bearings for

another advance, is not deemed to be time thrown away ; but

regarded, rather, as a new observation of the stars, that guide

us, and a re-examination of the calculations that assure us,

that we may proceed the more pleasantly, and the more safely.

We have ventured too long upon these voyages of discovery

without a chart to guide us. Or, if we have charts innumera-

ble, they were at first so imperfectly constructed, and have

been since so carelessly co]3ied, that he who ventures, to guide

his explorations according to their indefinite and self-contra-

dictory outlines, will be likely to veer away into the regions

of doubt and darkness, or to dash headlong upon the reefs of

skepticism and infidelity.

If, in our progress, we find ourselves at a point beyond

wliicl: we have no further light or pilotage, we shall cast our

anchor and wait for day. Or, if we must proceed, we will

feel our way along as carefully as possible, constantly sound-

ing, as we advance, and leave our discoveries as a chart for

the benefit of subsequent adventurers.
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CHAPTER IV.

Principal snhject— Considerations pkeliminart to the Ex-

rosmoN.

When the Apostles were fully Inspired— Previous liability to mistakes—
Examples— Principal Design of Christ's final Discourses— A principal Er-

ror of the Disciples— Jewish understanding of tlie Prophecies—Examples

—

Facts to be considered— Leading Tliemes of the first Gospel Preachers—
The Kingdom— The Judgment— The End of the world— Impression of

the two sons of Zebedee— When ]Mcssiah's Kingdom was expected— Origin

of that Expectation— Christ's Object in giving his prophetic Discourse—
State of the case summarily exhibited— "Why the Errors of the Disciples

were not corrected before— Divine method, of Instruction.

1. It is of great importance to recollect that the apostles

were not fully inspired at the time when the Lord delivered

his pro2:)hetic discourse. Tlieir plenary inspiration appears to

have been deferred until the great spiritual Laj^tism at Pen-

tecost, after the Lord's ascension. Until then, they seem to

have been liable to mistake, like other men ; and were not

judged to be fully qualified to assume the responsibility of

governing and teaching the church. It was not without a

reason that the Lord directed them to tarry at Jerusalem un-

til they were endowed with jjower from on high. Tlicrc were

some things which they desired to know, but were not empow-
ered to know, until that plenary baptism of the Holy Ghost.

Our Lord was fully employed in unfolding to them the mys-

tery of divine things, as they were able to bear it. During

his continuance with them, after his resurrection, he continued

to discourse Avith them of things pertaining to his kingdom.

But even at the end of that forty days' especial instruction,

they had not learned at what time the kingdom should be re-

stored again to Israel. Of the faH tliat it would be restored,

they seem to have been dtfly informed', but of the " times or

seasons which the Father liath put in his own power," they

were yet without knowledge. Acts i. 6, Y.
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2. It will not be hazardous, then, to suppose that the apos-

tles were uninformed with respect to some things, and even

mistaken about others, at the time they came to Christ with

their inquiries respecting the signs and time of his coming.

The days of their pupilage were not yet accomplished. They
were still sitting as disciples at the feet of their divine Mas-

ter, learning the things which it behooved them to know, as

the future guides and governors of the church. And, what

was just as necessary, they were at the same time -^^nlearning

many things which it behooved them to forget. They still

had their mistaken impressions and views, even with respect to

some matters on which our Lord had already discoursed. This

may seem surprising to us, but it is undeniable. Tlie coming

of Elijah was as little understood, before it was explained, as

the coming of Christ himself. The relation of infants to the

heavenly kingdom was so little comprehended, that the disci-

ples rebuked those who brought them to the Saviour, And
they were still so mistaken in their impresssions of the nature

of Messiah's kingdom, as to dispute about who should be

greatest. They did not yet know the nature and necessity of

the faith that was instrumental in curing the demoniac. Even
Peter himself, one of the chief apostles, was yet uninformed

that his Master must die. And, after all that he had said

about his resurrection, Christ's appearing to them, after he was
risen, was a matter of astonishment and terror. In fine, the

notions of the disciples were erroneous at this time, respecting

many things which to us appear almost self-evident. Even af-

ter Christ had discoursed freely on various topics pertaining

to his coming and kingdom, there was much that they could

not fully comprehend.

3. It is not, therefore, assuming anything in itself improb-

able, to conclude, that the disciples may have misunderstood

ihe Lord's previous observations on the subjects about which

they now inquired. And, after a little, it will perhaps be suf-

ficiently evident to the reader that they must have misrtnder-

stood him in some things ; and that a principal design of

Christ's final discourse was, to complete his lessons of instruc-

tion, so far as the disciples had failed fully to apprehend his
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meaning ; thus communicating truth as they were able to re-

ceive it ; and to correct such erroneous views as they might still

entertain. "\Ve have seen how this was done in some tilings.

But our principal object now is, to show how it was done in the

matter of which we are treating.

4. The i)rincipal error under which they seem to have been

laboring, was, in relation to the nature of Messiah's kingdom.

Their Jewish conceptions and prejudices still remained, and

evidently modified all their views of the work of Christ, and

of his prophetic discourses. They still " trusted" it should be

he " that should redeem Israel." And it must not be forgot-

ten, that the redemption for which they looked to Christ, was

not the redemption of transgressors, by means of the death of

the Eedeemer ; but tlio literal, political redemption of Israel,

as a people, from their political bondage. The Old Testament

Scriptures are filled with glorious predictions of Messiah and

his happy reign over Israel. And these prophetic descrip-

tions of the conquest of the Gentiles, and of the elevation and

prosperity of the seed of Jacob, were familiar to the Jewish

mind, and most gratifying to the Jewish heart. This famil-

iarity, and this gratification, with the prophetic delineations

of Messiah and his kingdom, understood as they were hy the

Jews^ must be considered as the key to all their otherwise in-

explicable conduct, in their treatment of Messiah.

5. Their prayers, praises, hopes and enjoyments, all had in-

timate association with their understanding of tlie Messianic

prophecies. AVhen Gabriel appeared unto Mary, to announce

to her the great favor she had found with God, he, at the very

first, appealed to her Jewish lieart :
" Behold, thou shalt con-

ceive and bring forth a son, and shalt call liis name Jesus.

He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest.

And tlie Lord God shall give unto him the throne of hisfath-

er David. And he shall reign over the house of Jacob forever.''^

When Mary was led to magnify the Lord, in view of Iierself

being the mother of Christ, she felt and spoke as a Jew

:

" He has holpcn his servant Israel, in remembrance of his

mercy ; as ho sjiake to owr fathers, to Abraham, and to his

seed, forever." We perceive the same thing in the exultation
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and prophecy of Zacliarias, tlie father of John the Baptist, in

view of his being the harbinger to go before the face of the

Lord. " Blessed be the Lord God of Israel ; for he hath vis-

ited and redeemed his ijcople ; and hath raised up a horn of

salvation for tis, in the hoicse of David / as he spake by the

mouth of his holy prophets, which have been since the world

began ; that we should he saved from our enemu^, and from
the haiid of all that hate us : to jjerform the mercy promised

to owr fathers^ and to remember his holy covenant : the oath

which he sware to o^u/r father Abraham^ that he would grant

unto us^ that we^ heing delivered out of the hand of our ene-

mies, might serve him without fear, in holiness and righteous-

ness before him, all the days of our life." This was the nature

of the redemption, and this the kind of kingdom, which the

Jews expected to receive by the Messiah.

6. The song of the angels was of the same character, and

could not fail to deepen the impression in their mind. " Un-

to you is born this day, in the city of David, a Saviour, which

is Christ the Lord." The terms Saviour, Christ, and Lord,

had a signifieancy with Jewish minds probably much more

definite and literal than they have with us. It is probable

that the venerable Simeon, as he held the infant Jesus in his

arms, had also the literal conception which was so character-

istic of that people. It was revealed unto him by the Holy

Ghost, that he sliould not see death, before he had seen the

Lord's Clirist. As the aged saint took the infant Redeemer

in his arms, he blessed God, and said, " Lord, now lettest thou

thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word ; for mine

eyes have seen thy salvation, which thou hast prepared before

the face of all people ; a light to lighten the gentiles, and the

glory of thy j^eojple Israel.''^ And as the venerable prophetess

Anna came into the temple at that instant, she likewise " gave

thanks unto the Lord, and spake of him to all them that looked

for redemption in Jerusalem^

Y. When the magi came from the east to Jerusalem, in

search of the newly born Saviour, their inquiry was, " Where

is he that is horn King of the Jews, for we have seen his star

in the east, and are come to worship him." It is not wonder-
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ful that when " Herod the king had heard these things he was

troubled, and all Jerusalem with him." lie was afraid of los-

ing his throne ; and all Jerusalem was in commotion with the

expectation of the result of rival kings. " Acd when he liad

gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people togeth-

er, he demanded of them where Chrld should be born. And
they said unto him, In Bethlehem of Judea : for thus it is

written by the prophet: And thou, Bethlehem, in the land

of Judali, art not least among the princes of Judah ; for out

of thee shall come a Gavernor, tJiat sJiall rule my people Is-

rael." It is not surprising, then, when we consider the com-

mon impression of the Jews, that Ilerod should seek the young

child to destroy him ; for the redemption and rule that were

expected of Christ, would have unthroned the tyrant, and

driven from the land his Eoman supporters. But to the peo-

ple generally it would have been deliverance from a yoke of

iron. Therefore they greatly rejoiced.

8. These Israelitish views of temporal dominion manifested

themselves in a variety of ways through the whole period of

the Saviour's life. Friends and enemies alike exhibited the

general conviction. Ambition sought to secure the right and

left hand honors of his throne. Bewildered Admiration un-

dertook by force to make him a king, whether he would or

not, when he manifested his divine power. Enmity, with fo-

rensic skill, framed his accusation of treason, in disappoint-

ment of the common anticipations relative to his kingly char-

acter. His death sentence, and his published accusation on

the cross, were but so many proofs of the common disappoint-

ment. Pious grief wept over the sepulchre, murmuring
through the falling tears, " "NVe trusted it had been he who
should have redeemed Israel." Tlie very last inquiry made
by the disciples, before the risen Saviour ascended, showed

that even then they had not entirely lost the influence of

natural and deep-founded convictions. " Lord, wilt thou at

this time restore again the kingdom to Israel ?" They needed,

besides the Saviour's personal instructions, the promised illu-

mination of the Holy Ghost.

9. Now, these are the facts that must be considered, in or-
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der to make appropriate inductions, and establisli a theory of

exposition that shall be worthy of our confidence. But these

are not the only facts : there yet remain others, which, if pos-

sible, are still more important. Christ himself was accustomed

to speak of his kingdom in a way which certainly appears to

have been calculated to deepen the common impression, and

rendered it the more necessary, at the appropriate time, to

explain himself more fully, and do what could appropriately

be done to give the disciples a true exposition of his doctrine.

10. When the harbinger of Christ lifted up his voice to the

myriads who attended his ministry, his first proclamation was,

" Eepent ye, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand." And
of Christ himself it is written, " From that time Jesus began

to preach, and to say, Kepent ; for the kingdom of heaven is

at hand." So, when Christ sent forth his apostles to preach,

he gave them their instruction in these words :
" And as ye

go, preach, saying. The kingdom of heaven is at hand."

Now, it would be very unreasonable to suppose that John,

and Christ, and the apostles merely hegan their ministry by
making this proclamation ; and that they did not continue to

teach the same thing. The only rational conclusion is, that

this proclamation formed the principal theme of their minis-

try ; and that they begun, and continued, with the same lead-

ing subject. Consistently with this view, we find that the

occasional records of the subject matter of that beginning of

gospel preaching, had intimate relation to this leading theme.

Of Christ we read, "And Jesus went about all Galilee,

teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gosjpel of the

hingdomP At another time we read, "And Jesus went

about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues,

and preaching the gospel of the hingdonfiP The very frequent

reference to the kingdom, under its various distinguishing

vitles, shows that it was a common, if not the principal theme

of public discourse, and private conversation. The mention

of the kingdom, in connection with the case of John the

Baptist; with the case of those who rejected the first apos-

tolic message, and in connection with very many of our Sa-

viour's parables ;— these, and other instances that might be
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named, show the frequency and familiarity of treating the

great leading theme of the new dispensation.

11. Connected with this theme was another, which appears

to have been almost as prominent in our Saviour's public and

private teaching; this v^as tha Judgment, 'when apjiropriate

rewards and punisliments should be administered to all clas-

ses of people. John the Baptist dwelt largely on the Judg-

ment, and continually warned the people. And how fre-

quently, and how terribly, Christ proclaimed the Judgment,

it is not necessary particularly to specify. The disciples be-

came familiar with the idea, and had their minds frequently

and deeply impressed with the terrible calamities that should

befall the impenitent, and the blessings and honors reserved

for the faithful. The cities in which the mighty works of

Christ had been wrought, were solemnly admonished that in

*'the day of judgment" it would be "more tolerable for

Sodom than for them." " The men of Nineveh shall rise in

judgment with this generation, and shall condemn it ;" " The

queen of the South shall rise up in the day of judgment with

this generation, and shall condemn it "— are but specimens

of the warnings which Christ gave to the people who heard

him.

12. The disciples were taught also to look for the final clo-

sing up of these retributions, and the separation of the difier-

ent characters, at the " end of the world ;" or, as some prefer

to render it, at the end of tliat age or dispensation. The par-

able of the Tares may be selected as a specimen of the in-

struction which the discii)les were accustomed to receive.

Tlie explanation of the parable was thus :
" He that soweth

the good seed is the Son of man. The field is the world.

Tlie good seed are the children of the liingdom; but the tares

are the children of tlie wicked one. The enemy that sowed

them is the devil. The hat^est is the end of the world ; and

the reapers are the angels. As, therefore, the tares are gath-

ered, and burned in the fire ; so shall it he in the end of this

world. Tlie Son of man shall send forth his angels, and they

shall gather out of his kingdom all things that oli'end, and

them which do iniquity, and shall cast them into a furnace of
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fire ; there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth. Then

shall the righteons shine forth in the Tvlngdorn of their Fath-

erP The parable of the Fishes is of the same import. And
both of these, and, indeed, most of the other jDarables, are in-

troduced as illustrations of things pertaining to the kingdom

of heaven. " The kingdom of heaven is like unto," is the

usual introduction.

13. There was also another view of the general subject, which

must have left a deep impression ujjon the minds of the dis-

ciples. When our Saviour, with reference to the rich, young

ruler, observed, " Tliat a rich man shall hardly enter into the

kingdom of heaven," Peter desired to know what should be

given unto them who had forsaken all to follow him. " And
Jesus said unto them, Verily I say unto you, that ye which

have followed me, in the regeneration, when the Son of man
shall sit in the throne of his glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve

thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel." After hearing

such a declaration as this, it is easy to understand what was

the probable impression upon the mind of the ambitious

mother of the two sons of Zebedee. These two relatives of

Christ, James and John, having, perhaps, some little more

familiarity with their Master than the others, and hoping

thereby to secure the highest honors of that kingdom which

was so generally expected, through the agency of their moth-

er, presented their request, that one might sit on the right

hand and the other on the left, " in the kingdom." It is not

difficult to perceive what kind of kingdom even these leading

apostles were still anticipating. In the language of another,

" They were still looking for a temporal kingdom. They ex-

pected that he would reign on the earth, with great pomp and

glory. They expected that he would conquer as a prince and

a warrior. The disciples here had no reference to the king-

dom of heaven, but only to the kingdom which they supposed

he was about to set up on the earth." {Barnes.)

14. And there is still another consideration of importance,

in making up our conclusion with respect to the impressions

of the disciples, at the time of the discourse about the tem-

ple. It is so probable as to amount almost to certainty, that
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tliej were expecting the fulfillment of all these things during

their own natural life-time, or, at longest, within a few years.

Thej did not forget that their Master had said to them, that,

in fleeing from place to place before their persecutors, " Ye
shall not have gone over the cities of Israel till the Son of

man be come." And on another occasion, when speaking of

the loss or salvation of the soul, the Master had said, " For

the Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father, with

his angels ; and then shall he reward every man according to

his work. Yerily I say unto you, There be some standing

here, which shall not taste of death, till they see the Son of

man coming in his kingdom." Mark says, " Till they have

seen the kingdom of God come with power." Luke says,

" Till they see the kingdom of God."

15. Now, all these things are to be taken into considera-

tion, in making up our minds concerning the views entertained

by the disciples, at the time of proj^ounding their questions

respecting the times and the signs of the fulfillment. Our
Saviour luuloubtedly had some definite plan to guide him, and

some distinct object in view, when he uttered his celebrated

discourse about the seasons and the signs. He desired either

to confirm, to remove, or to modify, the convictions of his

disciples respecting these things. On a preceding page this

matter has been definitely stated ; and it now remains only

to gather up the scattered fiicts that we have discovered, and

present them in order before the mind, that we may ascertain,

as far as practicable, with what convictions the disciples ap-

proached the great subject under discussion, and what Christ

had before him to prompt and guide his discourse.

16. Are we not safe in concluding that the impression of

the disciples was,

(1.) That Christ was to come once moir^— not as he had

come, in shame and obscurity,— but in great glory, and with

the holy angels ?

(2.) That his second advent would be a coming to execute

terrible judgments upon the wicked, particularly upon the

cities that would not receive him? And that this judgment

would be the time of universal separation between the evil
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and the good, (Matt, xiii.) that the one might be punished,

and the other rewarded ?

(3.) That this would be done openly and generally, when

he should come in kingly majesty to establish his kingdom

as a temporal prince ?

(4.) That all this should take place while some of them

should yet be living upon the earth ? (Mark ix. 1.)

(5.) That this would be, in some senses, the end of the

-world ? (Matt, xiii.)

17. Knowing, as our Saviour did, all that passed in the

minds of men, and perceiving distinctly the error of his dis-

ciples, we cannot err in supposing that he designed in this

discourse to correct their erroneous impressions, and, as far as

practicable, establish them in the truth. It w^as his desire,

undoubtedly, to do this; and we conclude, therefore, that he

now undertook to do it. To suppose otherwise, would be sup-

posing that he acted without such motives as we always like

to ascribe to the adorable Saviour. It would be supposing

that he misimproved a most favorable, and, perhaps, final

opportunity of doing so important a work. Sometimes he in-

structed and admonished them without being requested to do

so. Now, in addition to all the self-prompting and unchange-

able desires to proclaim the truth, he was under the influence

of a request from his beloved apostles, whom he had chosen

to enlighten the world, and to regulate his church. Should

he turn a deaf ear to their earnest request, wdien, upon the

very face of it, there appeared an error that could not be

cherished without injury? He had himself— shall we not

say?— designedly suggested the subject, by his astounding

declaration respecting the overthrow of the temple. Shall he

now refuse to satisfy the very inquiries which he had awa-

kened, and on a subject which he had purposely introduced

for their information ? No, indeed : he perceives the fatal

mistakes of the world's appointed instructors ; and he now
undertakes, at great length, and with unusual pains, to show
them the truth as it appeared to his own omniscience.

18. But here we may be met by what with some will be

simple inquiry, and what with others will be caviling : Why
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did not the unerring wisdom of the divine Saviour unfold,

with unmistakable distinctness, these things at the very first?

"Why suffer mistakes to grow out of his own words? Or,

originating from any source, why suffer a mistake to remain

in the minds of his disciples for any length of time? Why
not,— as he doubtless had the power, and could not lack for

the disposition—why not at once— without any delay— tell

them so they must understand, and thereby qualify them to

instruct the world ? Undoubtedly this would have been sug-

gested by all who make such inquiries, if they had been per-

mitted to advise the Son of God. But to tliose who repose in

the belief, that Infinite "Wisdom always does what is best, a

sufficient answer will be, " Even so. Father ; for so it seemed

good in thy sight." AVhcthcr we can understand the reason

or not, still it is undeniably true, that Infinite Wisdom did

not see proper to adopt the method of instruction which

these inquiries have in contemj^lation. The process of quali-

fying the apostles for their destined oflices in the church, was

a lingering process ; nor w^as it completed until they were

plenarily inspired by the baptism at Pentecost.

19. This gradualism in the method of instruction was not

confined, however, to the particular subjects under contem-

plation. It appears to have extended to all subjects. We
meet with evidences of it throughout the Saviour's ministry.

Tlie rule by which he was guided is sufficiently indicated by

that beautiful remark of his,— "I have yet many things to

say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now." And this was

nearly at the close of his instructions. We may, or we may
not, understand all the reasons which guided unerring Wis-

dom in this matter ; but the fact in question is too plain for

contradiction. And, whether we comprehend the reasons or

uot, we will submit our own judgments to the Wisdom that

cannot err, and conclude that it must have been best.

20. But M'c now approach the time when not only the pow-

er, but the disposition to instruct, could be exercised to their

full extent with more appropriateness, perhaps, than at any

previous period. If there was ever a time when it was proper

for Divine Wisdom to display itself, by fully unfolding to
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finite minds the world-affecting scenes of future ages, it was

the time when the world's appointed religious teachers came

to their Master, with solemn and pointed inquiries about the

momentous matters which it behooved them to understand ;—
and which inquiries of themselves afforded proof, not only

of their desire to be taught, but of their need of teaching.

May we not conclude, with safety, that the j)eculiar circum-

stances of the case would induce the Saviour to give his in-

structions with greater fullness and precision than any pre-

vious period had rendered expedient ?

CHAPTER V.

Prinoi/pal subject—Theory of Exposition.

Benefits of a Theory— Illustrations— Great names— Preparatory advise-

ments— Character of the Theory of Exegesis— How to obtain a correct

Theory— The case stated— What the Lord had in view— Illustrative

Parable— Radical Mistake—How occasioned— Principal elements of the

true Theory— Difficulties— AVhat is attempted— General bearing of the

Exposition— Origin of Universalism— Universalist Exegesis and Ortho-

dox compared— Test of Truth and Error.

1. To accomplish any great, and, especially, any difficult

enterprise, it is necessary to have a j^lan. And we need not

linger to show the necessity of having a good and correct

one : it is nearly self-evident. An erroneous plan or theory

cannot guide us correctly ; a true theory may not ; but it will

be much more likely to lead us to ultimate truth, than either

no theory, or an incorrect one. "We must have our plan,

then ; and the time has come to obtain it. Whence shall it

be derived? From previous theories, shattered into frag-

ments, like an exploded world, and rudely conglomerated into

a new one? Certainly not: let it be original, as far as the

nature of the case will admit. Let us take warning from the

theoretic philosophy of ancient ages, and be satisfied with no
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theory that is not directly educed from as many facts as we
are permitted to examine. The usual theories of interpreting

the Lord's great prophecy, like the ancient fanciful theories

of the universe, are cumbersome, self-contradictory, and un-

satisfactory.

" But they have the sanction of great names' This is indeed

true, and a source of deep regret. And so had the ancient

theories of the universe : as great names sustained them as

can be found on the historic page. Pythagoras, and Thales,

and Ptolemy were neither idiots nor children; they were

master spirits of a splendid age. But, since the days of Co-

pernicus and Newton, who thinks of receiving the once

orthodox and popular theories and conclusions of former

ages, simply because they had the sanction of great names?
" Great men are not always wise." Tliey may be great in

some things, and far from great in other things. Great men
are at variance in respect to a thousand things; and by the

greatness of names we can never ascertain a doubtful truth.

Truth- is greater than great men ; and sometimes God reveals

to " babes" what he hides from the " wise and prudent."

(Matt. xi. 25.) "Let God be true, and every man a liar."

Before these pages are finished, the reader will frequently

have the opportunity of seeing not only some of the reason-

ings of great men, but also some of their assertions^ tested by

matters of fact. These preparatory advisements are not

without their use even now, as we proceed to develop our

theory of exegesis. It will be independent, and in some

respects, perhaps, a little startling. And as far as it is possi-

ble for any one who has been almost surfeited with reading

on a particular subject, to shake oft", flee from, and forget, the

most he has read, or listened to, so far will it be done now
;

and, so far as it is practicable, the world shall have an original

Ex;posit{on of the Lor(Ts great Pro].)l\ecy. If what herein

appears shall liappen to harmonize with what others have

thought or said,— very well,— it will be a matter of thank-

fulness and gratulation. If otherwise,— it will be an occa-

bion of regret ; but not, for that reason, a sufficient induce-

ment to withhold, alter, or discard, the writer's own convictions.
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He claims, within the limits of evangelical orthodoxy, to

think for himself, and to make known, in a suitable manner,

his own impressions of divine truth.

2. " How can we reason, but from what we know ? " What,

then, are the facts to be considered in framing our theory ?

and how can they guide us to the ultimate truth? In the

previous chapter, section 16, the reader will find a summary
of the principal relevant facts. Let them be well considered,

before proceeding further. It appears that the apostles came

to the Lord with some correct, some incorrect, and with some

confused notions relating to the great matters pertaining to

Messiah and his kingdom. This afforded Christ an opportu-

nity of relieving their confusion, correcting their mistakes,

and confirming them in what they already truthfully under-

stood. The only thing necessary to assume, (if it be an

assumption,) is, that our Saviour, in his reply to their inqui-

ries, did really undertake to make them understand the facts

in the case. Or, in other words, that he did really desire and

design to correct their erroneous impressions, and establish

them in the truth. But, in such a case, it would be necessary

for him to speak with more or less reference to the precise

difficulties which, embarrassed their minds. And these em-

barrassments related not only to the nature of the events, but

to their times, and successive order. This should now be a

subject of consideration.

3. It has already been exhibited that the disciples were erro-

neously impressed relatively to the nature and establishment

of Messiah's dominion. Their conceptions and prejudices

were still decidedly Jewish, as distinguished from the evan-

gelical. To them it appeared likely that their Master would

literally and visibly raise up and occupy the Israelitish throne,

and reign gloriously over the nations. Tlie general current

of thought is indicated by one of our Lord's parables, which

he introduced in this manner :
" And as they heard these

things, he added and spake a parable, because he was nigh to

Jerusalem^ and because they thought that the Jcingdom of God
should immediately appear. He said, therefore, A certain

nobleman went into a far CQwnt/ry^ to receive for himself a

5
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kingdom, and to return. And he called his ten servants, and

delivered unto them ten pounds, and said unto them, Occupy

UU I come. But his citizens hated him, and sent a message

after him, saying, We will not liave this man to reign over

us." Then follows the other details of the parable, closing up

with the destruction of his enemies that would not submit to

his dominion. Now, he had distinctly declared to his disci-

ples, " Yerily I say imto you, That there be some standing

here, which shall not taste death till they have seen the Son

of man coming in his kingdom."

4. It was very naturally inferred by the disciples, that thia

coming, and this destruction of enemies, and this setting up

of tlie anticipated kingdom, would all take place within a

few years. Hence, when the terrible calamities which Chnst

had predicted, should fall upon the Jews ; when the temple

and city should be overthrown ; when there should be fearfal

sights in the heavens, and general commotion on earth, they

would naturally be looking for the second coming of their

Lord, as a literal and visible prince and delieverer, at that very

time. But in this they would he mistaken. Hence the pro-

priety of the first and repeated cautions with which our

Saviour opened and continued his discourse. The disciples

had entirely mistaken the nature of the kingdoDi ; and could

not conceive how it could be established, in their lifetime,

without all these visible and temporal results. And, growing

out of this error concerning the nature of the kingdom, they

fell into another ; they confounded together two very differ-

ent things ; that is, they did not— and, with their impressions,

could not— distinguish between that spiritual coming at Pcn-

tecosty to establish the sjnritual kingdom, and that literal,

visible, and final coming to judgment, which should be at the

end of the world. Hence— to anticipate the exposition—
the propriety of Christ's repeatedly informing them that " the

end is not yet ;
" and more than once, by way of anticipa-

tion, alhuling to the real nature of his final judgment coming

at the end of the world.

.5. Those are the principal elements of our theory. Wlio shall

say that it is not warranted by all the facts and probabilities
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relating to the case? With this simple plan to gnide us, we

can lay out the work of exposition, without any great per-

plexity, and, certainly, without any insuperable difficulties.

"We see what was necessary to be done ; and we find the Sa-

viour undertaking to do it. "We feel safe in supposing that

he did it in the most appropriate manner. But we cannot

deny, after all, but that there are difficulties which do not

usually embarrass our biblical expositions. Tliere are, we

must candidly admit, difficulties which no theory can fully

and perfectly remove. The author has not ventured upon

this subject, unapprised of the difficulties of the case; nor

without a studious examination of the various labors of others.

The most that is now attempted is this

:

(1.) To give an exposition which shall answer the purpose

for which the Lord's discourse was originally designed.

(2.) To expound 'the whole discourse, so that one part of

the exposition shall not be in conflict with any other part.

(3.) To give an exposition which shall not violate the ordi-

nary rules for the use of language ; but shall treat prose as

prose, poetry as poetry, and avoid blending the literal with

the figurative,

(4.) To interpret those portions which relate to the second

advent and general judgment, so as to be in harmony with

the many other portions in the Bible, where Jerusalem and

the Jews have no especial concern.

(5.) To show the reason for blending the two leading sub-

jects in the discourse, and, at the same time, distinguish and

separate one portion from another.

(6.) To show the relation of the parables which are con-

nected with the discourse.

(7.) In doing this, as a matter of course, some of the errors

of the usual interpretations must be faithfully exposed.

6. It will be perceived, at once, that this work is not par-

ticularly intended to bear against Universalism. It is espe-

cially designed for those who are sentimentally orthodox, in

relation to the great doctrines of the Second Advent, and

general Judgment. In accomplishing our object, however,

we do hope to rescue the divine oracles from tliose orthodox
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perversions, which have probably done more to originate and

perpetuate that fatal system of error, than all the preaching

and writing of its professed advocates. Universalism, as a

system of theology, was brought forth, and is nourished, by

just such license in biblical interpretation as has been taken

by most of our orthodox divines, in their exposition of the

xxiv. chapter of Matthew. The princii3al difference between

the Universalist and the Orthodox writers in the subject now
Tinder notice, is this: the orthodox teacher adopts a certain

method of interpreting a difficult passage, and limits it to that

particular passage, or class of passages. He dares not pur-

sue his own method any further. He shrinks back from the

legitimate consequence which he perceives must result, if

his method should be carried throughout the Bible. The

Universalist, on the other hand, starting with the usual princi-

ples of interpretation of the portion under notice, finds that

by applying them to other portions of the Bible, he can

explain away what appears to contradict his opinions, and so

make out a desired theory, notwithstanding all the literal

teachings of the Scriptures to the contrary. The Orthodox

is the more inconsistent, and the Universalist is the more

reckless, and the less reliable.

7. After all, the truth or error in the usual expositions,

depends very much upon the manner of interpreting only a

few of the passages in the discourse. The verses which refer

to the "end" spoken of, to the coming of the Son of man, as

the lightning from heaven, to the darkening of the heavenly

luminaries, to the gathering of the elect together, and to the

rewarding and punishing of the different characters,— the

interpretation of these must be decisive of all the rest. And
to these we design to bestow particular attention. It will he

desirahle to heep the eye upon ths record of Jtfattheio, ojfound
in the Harmony, with the supplementary additions from the

other records. The reader is earnestly requested to comply

with tliis suggestion.



PART SECOND.

THE EXPOSITION

CHAPTER I.

Princvpal svhject—Destkuction of the Temple.

Why Christ's attention was directed to the Temple— General form and extent

of the Temple—Why Herod's was called the Second Temple— Stones in

the wall— Adornments— Why called Gifts— Improbability of the pre-

diction — The Romans trying to save the Temple—How the destruction

began—Two days' Conflagration— Council Debate—The Romans in the

inner court— Storming the Temple— The Holy of Holies on fire— Des-

peration of the Jews — Astonishment of the Romans— Progress of the

flames— Titus in the Holy of Holies— Last effort to save the building —
How the Prediction was finally fulfilled.

Verse 1. And Jesus went out, and departed from the temple ; and hib

DISCIPLES CAME TO HIM, FOR TO SHOW HIM THE BUILDINGS OF THE TEMPLE.

The disciples had enjoyed but few opportunities of visiting

the temple, for their usual residence was in Galilee. It was

not unnatural for them, then, to express their admiration at

the extent, magnificence, and beauty of the sacred edifice.

And they desired to have their Master observe the buildings

of the temple ; of what materials they were built, and how
adorned with goodly stones and gifts. As the Lord Jesus had

undoubtedly observed these things in his previous visits to

Jerusalem, perhaps their reason for directing liis attention to

them at this time, was, because he had just declared in their

hearing, that the temple should be left desolate, and that he

should visit it no more. And he had also on a previous occa-

sion predicted the utter desolation of the whole city. In their

still imperfect faith, they may have thought that he had not
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duly considered the exceeding improbability tbat such an

edifice should be so totally overthrown, as not to leave one

Btone upon another. Lu. xix. 44.

Tliey called his attention to the huildings of the temple.

The temple proper stood on the highest part of Mount Moriah,

and was surrounded by a great variety of buildings, of which,

however, no very definite idea can be obtained without a dia-

gram. The whole group of walls, porches, and buildings was

more than half a mile in circumference. Tlie principal build-

ing, which gave name to all the rest, stood nearly in the

centre of this vast enclosure, and overlooked the whole. It*

front, which faced the east, had a portico about one hundred

and fifty feet long, and one hundred and fifty feet high.

This temple was, in some sense, the tJiird temple, aijd wa*

built by Ilcrod the Great. But as the second temple, which

was erected under the supervision of Zerubbabel, 500 years

B. C, was not in reality destroyed^ but only—by a gradual

recdification

—

enlarged and improved, until finally the new

buildings superseded the former, therefore the new temple

was still called the second one. And this was the more appro-

priate, because the regular service of the temple was con-

tinued without interruption during the whole process of

renewing the building.

Our Lord introduced his discouree in a manner calculated

to arrest attention and affect the heart. He announced the

utter destruction of that great and holy edifice, so venerated

and beloved by the Jews ; so admired by the world. And

his discourse was rendered still more impressive, from the

fact, that, at this very time, their attention was particularly

directed to the extent, solidity, and beauty of the holy house.

\^Mark: And one ok ma disoiplks saith unto him, Master, see what uannbb

OF STONES, AND WUAT BUILDINGS AKK IIKRe!]

As Jesus went out and departed from the temple, he ap-

pears to have gone somewhat in advance of his disciples; and

when he was in a position favorable for viewing the buildings,

the disciples came to him to direct his attention to their solid-

ity and beauty. One of the disciples— speaking probably
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for the rest— desired liim to "see what manner of stones^^

composed the walls. We are informed by Josephus—who is

good authority in the case— that " The temple was built of

stones that were white and strong ; and each of their length

was twenty-five cubits ; their height was eight, and their

breadth about twelve."

It is not surprising, then, that these Galileans should ex-

claim, "Master, see what manner of stones, and what build-

ings are here !" Each of these beautifully shaped and pol-

ished stones was as large as a small dwelling house ! No
European or American architecture «fhibits such vast blocks,

either in its walls or foundations. And there are but few

architectural remains in Asia and Africa that could compare

with the Jewish temple

l^Lukc: And some spake of the temple, how it was adorned wmi goodly

STONES AND GIFTS.]

Of these adornments we may form some conception, by a

single quotation from Josephus, who was an eye-witness of

what he describes :
" The temple had doors also at the en-

trance, and lintels over them, of the same height with the

temple itself. They were adorned with embroidered vails,

with their flowers of purple, and pillars interwoven ; and over

these, but under the crown work, was spread out a golden

vine, with its branches hanging down from a great height

;

the largeness, and fine workmanship of which, was a surpris-

ing sight to the spectators, to see what vast materials there

were, and with what great skill the workmanship was done."*

There were undoubtedly many other ornaments, not only

of the precious metals, but also of precious stones, variously

displayed within and upon the temple : it was as beautiful as

it was magnificent and strong. These ornaments were gifts,

presented by different persons, for the purpose of beautifying

the house of God. They were gifts, also, in the sense of

being devoted to that especial purpose. It was not unusual,

anciently, for people of all forms and systems of religion to

make gifts to the divinities they worshipped.

* Jewish Antiquities, Wliiston's translation, B. 15, c. II, 8. 8.
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Tliose which were devoted to the adorning of the temples

of their gods, were conspicuously exhibited as tokens of de-

votion and gratitude. The Jews were also accustomed to

present beautil'ul and useful articles to Jehovah their God

;

and sometimes they were devoted to ornament his sanctuary.

The more especial object of this Treatise does not make it

appropriate to dwell upon the particulars of the structure of

the temple. The reader is therefore referred to other works,

in which he may find a thousand particulars which are not

noticed in this.

Verse 2. And Jesus said unto them, See ye not all these things f Verily

I SAY UNTO YOU, [Luke : the days will come, in the which] there shall not bb

LEFT HERE ONE STONE UPON ANOTHER, THAT SHALL NOT BE THROWN DOWN.

It must have seemed very improbable that such a building

should be so utterly overthrown, that not one stone should be

left upon another. The size of the stones, and the strength of

the walls, and the solidity of the foundations, were such, that

no common calamity could ever bring about such utter deso-

lation. And the improbability of the prediction must have

been greatly increased by the apparently impregnable defences

by which the holy house was guarded.

If to this we add, the superstitious veneration which the

Jews had for their temple, and which at any time would in-

spire them to make almost superhuman efforts to preserve it

from injury; and consider, also, the uniform protection which

the Eomans extended to the religious institutions of the na-

tions they subjected ; we can but perceive that our Lord did

not prophesy from a consideration of what might seem proba-

ble, but from omniscient perception of all future events.

We learn from history that the Roman general who con-

quered the city, did not design to demolish the temple, but

greatly desired to preserve it. This was especially true of

the temple jn-oper. The holy house was strongly built, and

well calculated for defence; and the liomans des})aired of the

complete conquest of the Jews, so long as the tem])le remained

to serve them as a citadel.

The desire to preserve the temple did not prevent the most
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extraordinary efforts to drive out the Jews. So, as soon as

the Romans obtained access to the buildings of the courts that

Surrounded the temple proj)er, they set fire to some of the

5uter gates, which were made of wood, and covered with sil-

ver plates. The fire spread from the gates to the cloisters

which surrounded the inner court, and raged for two days.

These cloisters were three stories high. On the third day,

Titus, the Koman general, ordered a part of the army to pro-

ceed to extinguish the fire, which it appears was finally ac-

iomplished.

At the same time he called a council of the commanders

af the legions, the procurators, and the tribunes, to consult

with them about what should be done with the temple. As
It is interesting to watch the progress of all events that tend-

ed to help or to hinder the fulfillment of the improbable pre-

diction, the observations on this verse will be extended, so as

to bring definitely before us the precise manner in which the

prophecy met is fulfillment.

When the subject of the destruction of the temj^le was sub-

mitted to the council, same of them— as Josephus says—
" thought it would be the best way to act according to the

rules of war, and demolish it ; because the Jews would never

leave off rebelling while that house was standing, at which

house it was that they used to get altogether."

Others were of the opinion that " in case the Jews would

leave it, and none of them would lay their arms upon it,

he might save it ; but that in case they got upon it, and

fought any more, he might burn it ; because it must then be

looked upon, not as a holy house, but as a citadel ; and that

the impiety of burning it would then belong to those that

forced this to be done, and not to them."

But Titus said, " that although the Jews should get upon

that holy house, and fight us thence, yet ought we not to re-

venge ourselves on things that are inanimate, instead of the

men themselves ; and that he was not in any case for burn-

ing down so vast a work as that was, because this would be a

mischief to the Romans themselves, as it would be an orna-

ment to their government while it continued."
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The house here spoken of appears to have been the temple

proper, around which the other huihlings and cloisters were

arranged. While this council was holding its deliberations,

the fire in the cloisters around tlie inner court was still raging,

notwithstanding that a part of the army was engaged in sub-

duing it.

The opinion of Titus prevailed ; and a still larger part of

the army was dispatched to assist in extinguishing the flames.

The fire had not yet reached the temple proper, nor the porch-

es and rooms in immediate connection with it. Upon this

lofty, central building, and immediately around it, the Jews
had gathered, to make their final struggle to save themselves

and their holy house.

The fire had now so destroyed the surrounding gates and

cloisters, that, by forcing their way through the burning ruins,

the Romans could get into the inner court, and come directly

around the temi)le j)roper, which Titus was so anxious to pre-

serve. The Jews were still more anxious to preserve it than

he ; for it was not only their last refuge, but they regarded

its desecration with the utmost dread and horror.

The next morning after the council, Titus stormed the tem-

ple with his whole army, still designing, however, to preserve

it. The Romans succeeded in forcing their way into the inner

court, and came into close conflict with the Jews directly

around the holy house. Titus was at this time resting in his

tent, some distance from the scene of action. And now one

of the Roman soldiers, without any orders, and, indeed, in

violation of orders, " hurried only by a certain divine fury,"

as Josephus has it, snatched a brand from the burning ruins

of the surrounding cloisters ; and, being lifted up on the

shoulders of another man, he hurled the blazing brand through

one of the windows of the chambers that were built aroimd

the holy liousc, and set the edifice on fire.

Tlie flames immediately burst out of the rooms around the

temple, aiid mounted upward around the temple building it-

self; and the Jews instantly perceived that their holy house

could not bo saved. As the flames raged upward, the Jews

made a terrible clamor, and labored with desperation to pre-
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vent its ravages. " And now," says their historian, " they

spared not their lives any longer, nor suffered anything to

restrain their force, since that holy house was perishing, for

whose sake it was that they had kept such a guard about it."

" And now," he continues, " a certain person came running

to Titus, and told him of this fire, as he was resting himself

in his tent, after the last battle ; whereupon lie rose up in

great haste, and [unarmed] as he was, ran to the holy house,

in order to have a stop put to the fire. After him followed

all his commanders ; and after them followed the several le-

gions in great astonishment ; so there was a great clamor and

tumult- raised, as was natural upon tlie disorderly motion of

60 great an army. Then did [Titus] CiBsar, both by calling to

the soldiers that were fighting, with a loud voice, and by giv-

ing a signal to them with his right hand, order them to quench

the fire. But they did not hear what he said, though he sj)ake

so loud, having their ears already dinned by a greater noise

another way ; nor did they attend to the signal he made with

his hand neither, as still some of them were distracted with

fighting, and others with passion. But as for the legions that

came running thither^ neither any persuasions, nor any threat-

enings, could restrain their violence ; but each one's own pas-

sion was his commander at this time. And as they were

crowding into the temj)le together, many of them were tram-

pled on by one another, while a great number fell among the

ruins of the cloisters, which were still hot and smoking, and

were destroyed in the same miserable way as those whom
they had conquered. And when they were come near the

holy house, they made as if they did not hear Csesar's orders

to the contrary ; but they encouraged those that were before

them to set it on fire." *

The inner and most holy part of the building was not yet

on fire ; and Titus still hoped to preserve that part from the

flames. With some of his oflficers, Titus went into the holy

of holies, and found it to be far superior to the representa-

tions which foreigners had made of it, and determined to

War, B. 6, c. 4
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make another effort to preserve it. So he " came up in great

haste, [to tlie ujjper portions of the building, where the flames

were burning,] and endeavored to persuade the soldiers to

quench tlie flames ; and gave order to Liberalius, the centu-

rion, and one of the spearmen that were about him, to beat

the soldiers that were refractory with their staves, and restrain

them. Yet were their passions too hard for the regards they

had for Cscsar, and the dread they had of him who forbade

them ; as was their hatred of the Jews, and a certain vehe-

ment inclination to fight them too hard for them also. More-

over, the hope of plunder induced many to go on, as having

this opinion, that all the places within were full of money,

and as seeing that all around about it was made of gold.

And, besides, one of those that went into the place [the holy

place] prevented Caisar, when he ran so hastily out [as before

mentioned] to restrain the soldiers, and threw the fire upon
the hinges of the [inner] gate, in the dark ; whereby the flame

burst out from within the holy house itself immediately, when
the commanders retired, and Caesar with them ; and when no-

body any longer forbade those that were without to set fire to

it. And thus was the holy house burnt down without Caesar's

approbation."

Thus, against the wishes of Titus, and in spite of the des-

perate exertions of the Jews, the temple was destroyed, im-

probable as the event had appeared. But still the strange

prediction of Christ was not completely fulfilled ; the most

improbable part remained to be accomplished ; for with all

the devastation of human conflict, and raging flames, the

solid walls and foundations must have remained in many pla-

ces standing. No common accident, or ordinary military

destruction, could have thrown the walls so utterly prostrate

as to leave not one stone upon another. It now remains to

show how the prediction received its comjJete fulfillment.

After the city was entirely subdued, Titus gave orders that

it should be utterly demolished, excepting three of the princi-

pal towere, and so much of the western wall as might serve

as a protection for the camp of the garrison that was h-ft on

the ground. The towers were reserved as specimeus of the
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fortifications of the city that had been overthrown. And here

again we bring forward the Jewish historian.

" Caesar gave orders that tliey shonld now demolish tJie en-

tire city and tcmjple^'^ (excepting, of course, the towers and

wall afore-mentioned.) " But for all the rest of the wall, it

was so thoroughly Iwid even with the ground^ hy those that dug

n UP TO THE FOUNDATION, that there was left nothing to make
those that came thither helieve it had ever heen inhabited.''^

Tliis demolition, as we have seen, extended to the entire city

and tem/ple, with the aforesaid exceptions, which did not in-

clude any part of the temple. The garrison which was left

on the ground was under the command of Terentius Rufus.

The Jewish Talmudists call him Turnus Kufus ; and they re-

late, that he plowed up Zion as a fields and made Jerusalem

become as heaps, and the mountain of the house [the temple

mountain] as the high places of a forest.'*^

Tlius we have the testimony of such historians as cannot be

suspected of partiality toward Christ, to prove the most literal

and astonishing fulfillment of a most minute and unlikely

prediction. Nothing but Omniscience could have foreseen

this unparalleled devastation, so many years before it trans-

pired. We observe here the most minute and rigid fulfillment

;

and we may not unnecessarily resort to fiction or figm-e to ex-

plain any part of this prophecy.



78 HAKMONY AND EXPOSITION.

CHAPTER II.

Principal svhject— Calamities of the Jews peeviously to

THE Siege of Jerusalem.

Supposition of tlie disciples concerning the Coming of Christ, and of the End
of the World— Design of Christ's Discourse — Caution against Deceivers

— Source of danger— Impostors claiming to bo the Christ tliat was cruci-

fied— Plausibility' of their pretensions—Wars and Rumors of Wars— Pro-

gress in the commotions— Character of Christ's Predictions— Famines and

Pestilences— Earthquakes— Singular Comments— Objections— Criticisms

— Literal and figurative Language— Earthquakes in divers places— Signs

in the heavens— Fearful sights on the earth— Indications— An Army in

the clouds—The Supernatural Voice—The wonderful Warning— Some-

thing still worse— Affecting Illustration.

Verse 3. And as ire 8at upon the mount ok Olives, [Mark : otee againbt thb

TKMPUE,] THE DISCIPLES, [Mark : Peter, and James, and John, and Andrew,] caujb

unto uim privately, saying, Tell us. When shall these things be? and what

SHALL BE TILE SIGN OF THY COMING, AND OF THE END OF THE WORLD?

From the preliminary chapters, especially chap, iii., part first,

it will appear that the disciples came to Christ with erroneous

and confused notions respecting both the nature of his com-

ing, and the time and order of relative events. Tlie coming

for which they looked was a literal, personal coming, as a tem-

poral prince, to set up his throne, and reign gloriously upon

the earth. The destruction of the temple they probably re-

garded as a part of the general judgment upon his enemies

which he would inflict at his coming. And they supposed—
as has been exhibited in previous chapters— tliat it would

take place at the end of the world. What was their precise

idea of the end of the world, does not fully appear. But

they appear to have understood that the world would, in some

sense, come to an end, because the Lord had distinctly spo-

ken of his coming to judgment at the end of the world. See

Matt. xiii.

And all this they supposed would transpire in a few years

:
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within their own lifetime. See Matt. xvi. 28. Now here

was a mingling of truth and error ; a confounding together of

things totally unconnected. And it behooved the Lord Jesus

to correct their errors, and to establish them in the truth.

The theory of exposition maintained in this volume pro-

ceeds upon the supposition, that this discourse of our Lord

was intended principally to accomplish this purpose. But as

this point has been so fully exhibited in the former part of the

work, it is unnecessary to say more in this connection.

Verse 4. And Jesus answered, and said unto them, Take deed that no man

DECEIVE TOU.

Our Lord begins his reply by cautioning them against de-

ception. He very well knew that they would be in danger

of being imposed upon by deceivers. The note of Richard

Watson on this verse is too appropriate to be omitted :
" He

first cautions them against those false pretenders to the Mes-

siahship, who should mislead many of the Jews ; because they

would flatter their expectations of a worldly kingdom ; and

promise them deliverance from the hated Eomans. Both of

these feelings formed so strong a passion with the Jews, that

they were easily led to join the ranks of any pretender; and
Christ's followers were admonished to take heed, because their

carnal and national prejudices were also strong ; and under

their infatuating influences they also might be seduced from

attachment to a religion wholly spiritual,— one, too, which

would appear anti-national, as containing threatenings of the

entire overthrow of their state and nation."

Verse 5. For many shall come in my name, saying, I am CiiRisT ; and shall

DBCKivK many. [Luke : And the time draweth near; go ye not therefore af-

TKB THEM.]

Here our Lord assigns his reason for warning them against

deception : because there should be many who would under-

take to deceive them, in a way perfectly adapted to their Jew-
ish expectations and prejudices. They would profess to be
their Messiah and deliverer. This would at once arrest atten-

tion, and any plausible evidence of Messiahship would be
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joyfully received. As the perplexities and aggravations of

the Jews should increase, imder the hated domination of

the Romans, they would become more and moi-e eager for tho

deliverer and the deliverance which they supposed were prom-

ised in the Scriptures. Our Saviour well understood this;

and he knew very well how the false pretenders would take

advantage of it, in order to succeed in their imposture.

" Many shall come in my nam?:, saying^ I am Christ."

It is possible, and these words appear to make it j^robable,

that many of these false Christs did really profess to be Jesus

hiitiself ', they came in Jdsname^ professing their Messiahship.

If this was so, it of course made the danger of the disciples

still greater ; for they believed, from our Lord's own words,

that he would come again.

That Jesus claimed to be the Christ, that he was unjustly

.3ut to death, and that he was reported to have risen from the

dead, and that astonishing miracles were wrouglitin the most

public places, in attestation of his resurrection, would soon

be matter of common report among the people. And that

he had spoken of coming in his kingdom, even before that

generation had all passed away, would probably be known

and talked of among the people, soon after the public proofs

of his resurrection.

And it could not be possible for the myriads who had at-

tended his ministry, and had witnessed his innumerable and

undeniable miracles, very soon to forget the impressions ex-

cited by the demonstrations of his Messiahship. And cer-

tainly the unnumbered thousands who were present at Jeru-

salem, and witnessed the prodigies that attended his death ;
—

the darkening of the sun, and the quaking of the earth;—
certainly these could not forget these astounding events that

made the heathen centurion exclaim, "Truly, this was the

Son of God."

And could there be any probability, or even possibility, of

forgetting such a supernatural and appalling event, as the

rending of the vail of the temple from top to bottom, at the

moment Christ died upon the cross? These things were not

done in a corner, nor in the presence of few people ; but in
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the most public places, and in tlie presence of all the multi-

tudes that came from every part of the world to attend the

great- Paschal feast.

It is probable, then, that years after the crucifixion, the

princii^al facts in the case were common topics of discourse

among the bewildered and excited people, who had either wit-

nessed these things personally, or heard of them from those

who had.

And as the troubles of the people increased, and their su-

perstitious fears became excited, it is not irrational to sup-

pose, that troublesome misgivings and gloomy apprehensions

were occasioned. He whom they had crucified, who claimed

to be their Messiah, might now appear to have been indeed

what he professed to be. And with misgivings and regrets

for the past, they would be very eager to listen to any evi-

dence or report of his coming again. This would be especially

true of those who had not consented unto his death, and who
were measurably impressed with the conviction of the reality

of his pretensions.

Any promise of his returning again ; all that he had said

about it himself; and all the Scripture that looked in that di-

rection, might be seized upon by the false pretenders as so

many evidences in their favor, when they professed to be

Christ ; the very Christ that had wrought the miracles, and

been the occasion of the omens and prodigies of the days of

Jesus. This view of the passage is not insisted upon ; but it

appears to be warranted by the language of Christ. There is

no positive historic confirmation at hand ; and certainly there

is nothing to contradict it. The history of the many false

Christs has not descended to our day. But who is prepared

to disprove the propriety of giving to our Lord's words their

most appropriate meaning ?

It is generally thought, however, that by the words now
under notice, is simply meant, that they would only claim to

be the Messiah, without making any reference to Jesus of

Nazareth. But it is plain that the words will bear a much
more definite application. Keceiving the words, however, in

6
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the sense in whicli they are usually understood, there is no

part of the prophecy more abundantly proved to be true.*

" And shall deceive manyy
The circumstances of the case were so favorable for the pre-

tensions of these impostors, that they met with great success.

The very people whom the true Messiah could not persuade

to follow him, were so abandoned to their delusions, that they

flocked after these numerous deceivers in great numbers.

Having rejected the true light when it shined upon them, they

were left in darkness to stumble at every step.

^'' And the ti/me d/raweth near ; go ye not therefoi^e after

them."

The appearance of the impostors, and the political troubles

next mentioned, were not far distant ; the time was nigh at

hand. It seems probable, however, that the reference to the

false Christs, before the reference to their hearing of wars and

rumors of wars, somewhat anticipated the chronological order

of events. The political troubles appear to have been first.

But as the Saviour thought it expedient to begin his discourse

by admonishing them against deception, it was natural to

assign, in brief, the reasons for being on their guard.

In its appropriate place in his discourse, he resumes the

subject, and speaks of it more particularly, after describing

the commotions and troubles which would be so prolific in the

production of the Messianic 'pretenders. This trait in the

character of the discourse will be noticed again, in connection

with more difficult subjects.

Verse 6. And te shall hear of wars and rumors ok wars; see that te bk

HOT troubled; foe all these TBINQS must come to pass ; BUT THE END IS NOT YET.

Providence so ordered it, that we have an authentic record

of the various and almost continual commotions which agita-

ted the world— particularly the Jewish world— during the

time which intervened between the delivery of this prophecy

flind the fall of Jerusalem. But, judging from the state of

• See note B, in the Appendix.
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things at the time Christ was living in Judea, it did not seem

likely that the next forty years would witness such commo-

tions. The Roman government was well established, and

general good feeling appeared to exist between the Romans

and their subjected provinces. Judea was at this time a Ro-

man dependency, and was governed by oflBcers appointed by

the emperors. It was also more or less connected with the

various provinces and small kingdoms abounding in that part

of the world, and which were also, in some manner, depend-

ent upon Rome.

But when agitations began among the numerous Roman
dependences, it spread from one to another. And as the Jews

were living in almost every province and city, they could not

avoid experiencing the inconveniences and sufferings attend-

ing those political commotions. During the latter part of the

time that elapsed before the fall of Jerusalem, the empire

itself was fearfully agitated ; and wars and rumors of wars

abounded. ^

And about this time, for some reason, the Jews seemed to

become peculiarly obnoxious and troublesome to the various

sorts of people in the provinces and cities where they resided,

as they were scattered throughout the world. And between

the Jews in their own land and their foreign rulers, there

were almost constantly difficulties. Rumors of the almost

unceasing insurrections, tumults, and massacres in other coun-

tries would of course reach Judea, as the troubles in Judea

would be known abroad ; and the strong bond of sympathy

by which the Jews everywhere felt themselves united, would

natm'ally agitate them, whenever anything of moment befell

their kindred in any part of the world.

Judea— and especially Jerusalem— was still the heart of

the Jewish world. Anything greatly affecting the heart af-

fected also the extremities ; anything greatly affecting the ex-

tremities also affected the heart. To give a particular nar-

ration of all these things, would, as one author veiy truly

observes, be " to transcribe a great part of the history of

Josephus."

''''And ye shall hear of icars."— evidently denotes that
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those of wliich the Saviour was now speaking, were not 80

much the wars of the Jews in their own country, as those of

which they should hear. And by the rumors of wars we are

not obliged to suppose it necessarily means only threatened,

or anticipated wars. It may include both rumors of the

merely threatened wars, and the rumors of actual wars, flying

about, as is usual in such cases, with the conflicting versions

which are so well calculated to keep the mind in agitation.

From the history of those times we find this to have been

actually the case. There were real wars, with their* flying

rumors ; and there were anticipated and threatened wars, with

their usual alarms and forebodings.

" See that ye he not trovhledP

It will be a time of trouble and alann, especially with such

as have not the true faith that keeps the heart composed. The

trouble against which he admonishes them is such as may be

avoided, even in times of trouble. It is the same word tliat

Paul used in 2 Thess. ii. 2 ; when he wrote to the Tliessaloni-

ans, to calm the agitations which had been excited there, by

the supposition that the day of the Lord was at hand :
" Now

I beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus

Christ, and by our gathei-ing together unto him, that ye be

not soon shaken in mind, or be trovhledy neither by spirit, nor

by word, nor by letter as from us, as that the day of Christ is

at hand."

Do not be discomposed ; do not let yourselves be thrown

into a tumidt ; or become terrified. Tlie word is thus de-

fined— "To make a loud noise, or uproar ; to make a tumult-

uous noise, or outcry; to cry or speak in a loud voice;"—
and some other definitions implying less excitement.

It would be very improper for the disciples to be troubled

in this way. It would be so for a number of reasons : (1.) It

would be an agitation disproportionate to the wars and rumors

of wars of which they should hear. (2.) It would imply a

want of trust in the overruling Providence which was able to

protect or deliver them. Or, (3.) a want of resignation to

the divine will, if they should be required to sufl'er and die

by these calamities. (4.) If the trouble should be occasioned
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by expectation of tlie end of tlie world immediately, as in the

case of the Thessalonians, it would be occasioned without suf-

ficient reason,— ^^/or the end is not yety " The day of Christ

is not at hand." " For all these things imist come to jpassP

They are matters to be expected. The state of the world is

such as to make it reasonable to anticipate them. Providence,

in its active and permissive operations, will bring all these

things to pass. They cannot be avoided. And this is another

reason why you should not be terrified. Expect such things

;

prepare for them ; be in such a readiness to meet them as not

to be surprised into terror.

" But the end is not yetP

Neither the end of the troubles and commotions, nor the

end of the nation, nor of the world. However much like

universal ruin things may then appear, the end is not yet

;

there are still many other kindred events to follow.

Verse 7. For nation shall rise against nation ; and kingdom against king-

dom ; AND THERE SHALL BE FAMINES, AND PESTILENCES, AND \Luke : GREAT] EARTH-

QUAKES, in divers PLACES.

The wars and rumors of wars before spoken of, appear to

have related more particularly to the petty jealousies and

sectional insurrections which more especially aflected tlie

Jews. But this verse shows a progress in the warlike move-

ments of the age ; and also subsequency in the order of oc-

currence.

These wars now spoken of will be something more than the

neighborhood conflicts, and sectional commotions among the

people of the same place and country. It will be a rising up

of nation against nation^ and Mngdom against Jcingdom.

And such truly was the progress of sanguinary conflicts in

those days. The wars were on a larger scale. Tlie compara-

tively insignificant contests among the people of the same
tribe, province, or city, soon began to involve nations. The
leaven of local jealousy spread until the world became more

generally afi"ected.

To give a detailed account of the manner in wliich this part

of the prophecy was fulSlled, would extend the exposition
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farther than would comport with thtf author's design. Those

who are best acquainted with the history of those times, will

be most ready to acknowledge the wonderful definiteness and

precision of our Saviour, in giving not only a general state-

ment of the commotions of those times, but also in portray-

ing the successive order and progress of events. And why
should he not ? "Was he not truly omniscient ? Did he not

foresee the rise, and progress, and final result of all events,

just as if they were moving as a panorama before his eye ?—
He who did nothing amiss, said nothing out of true order.

If he sometimes reversed the chronological order, it was for

some special reason, for the better ordering of his discourse,

that it might be the more clear and impressive. But in the

case of the words now under notice, the true order of occur-

rence is indicated.

" And there shall lefaminesJ'^

One of these famines was foretold by a prophet by the

name of Agabus, as may be seen by referring to Acts xi. 28.

Josephus describes it as having been so severe at Jerusalem,

that many people died from want of food. Several other his-

torians also mention the same famine. Several times in

the reign of Claudius Caesar, famines prevailed in several

parts of the empire, particularly in Rome, Greece, and

Palestine. Perhaps no other period of time had so many
famines as this. Tliose of which we read in the Old Testa-

ment happened usually after long intervals. But the period

referred to in the text may be said, with a degree of justness,

to have been characterized\)j famines. Some of these should

undoubtedly be attributed to the agitations of the times. But

this will not account for them all : some must be regarded as

special judgments, like the famine in the days of Ahab.
" And pestilences.''^

Plagues, properly so called, or other pestiferous and epi-

demic diseases. These should prevail. Such diseases do not

always attend upon famines; but they are very likely to

result. Tlicre are several pestilences noticed by tlie histories

of that period ; and they seem to have visited more particu-

larly those places where the Jews resided. Perhaps, however,
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this should not be considered remarkable, for the Jews were

found in great numbers in nearly all the prominent places

mentioned in the history of those times.

Josephus describes one of those pestilences which visited

Babylon, and occasioned many removals from that city. An-

other is mentioned by Tacitus, as having occurred about this

time. But as the oriental countries have been from time im-

memorial more or less troubled with famines and pestilences,

they could hardly be considered as marking any particular

period, unless they occurred with unusual frequency. This

was undoubtedly the case at this time.

^^A7id [^reat] earthquakes, in divers placesP

The word rendered earthquake literally means a shaking.

It is thus defined by a standard lexicon : (The noun) "A
shaking; hut especially an earthquake." (The verb) "To

shake; to toss; to agitate; to shake— the earth i?i an earth-

quake^ The italicising is according to the lexicon, and is

designed to show the appropriate and common use of the term.

While no one is disposed to call in question the correctness

of the translation, as we find it in our English Bibles, is it

not surprising that some of our commentators should indicate

a disposition to wrest this word from its appropriate literal

use in this place, and expound it as a. figure? One justly

celebrated expositor introduces his observations on this sen-

tence in this manner :
" In prophetic language, earthquakes

sometimes mean political commotions. Literally they are

tremors or shakings of the earth," &c.

Now, the prophecy of Christ must of course be considered

as " prophetic language," though perhaps not precisely such

language as the quotation intends. But where is the propri-

ety of intimating a doubt as to the intention of the word' in

this connection ? Has there been any instance of figurative

language in this discourse thus far ? Was there any difiiculty

with the writer in finding abundant proof of the exact lite-

rality of the fulfillment of the prediction? Not at all. Why,
then, unnecessarily introduce any observation that would tend

to weaken the force, and lessen tlie definiteness of this

prophecy ?
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Another commentator, still more celebrated than the first,

comments on the passage thus: "If m'c take the word 2;icr,aoi

form 2£iw, to shake, in the first sense, then it means particularly

those popular commotions and insurrections which have

already been noted; and this I tlihih to he the true meaning

of the word ; but if we confine it to earthquakes, there w-ere

several in those times to which our Lord refers."

How many other celebrated divines have ventured such an

opinion, the author is not particularly concerned to kno^'.

By whomsoever, and for what purjjose soever, such a sugges-

tion is ventured concerning the application of the word, in its

present connection, it is certainly liable to several serious

objections:

(1.) It obscures a confessedly simple and literal narration,

(it is certainly so up to this point,) by the introduction of a

figurative term in tlie midst of literal language, without any

necessity for it, and without any note or appearance of figura-

tive character. This is manifestly a violation of all good

rules in writing and speaking.

(2.) It makes the narration imperfect in other respects;

first, by leaving no approj^riate word to apply to the literal

earthquakes which did remarkably accompany the other signs

mentioned in connection with the word in question. Sec-

ondly, by making the word purely, yet unnecessarily, tauto-

logical ; for if the word, in its present connections, means

only the political agitations Avhicli have just been particularly

described, then it is purely tautological. If it means politi-

cal commoti<^ns, other than the first described, it unnecessarily

confuses the narration, l)y introducing two difiercnt ways of

describing the same thing— a figurative, and a literal way—
without the least appearance of a change of style.

This must be considered in no other light, than that of a

dangerous precedent in the interpretation of inspired lan-

guage. And it should never be countenanced; especially in

such a case as the one before us, where there is not only no

need of it, but absolute injury results to the whole prophecy;

for when we hegin to indulge in this j>referencefor the figu7'ar

ii/ve over the literal, w hen there is no occamoii for the figura-
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tive, witli what safety can we be trusted in those more obscure

portions of the Scriptures, where the literalitj of the language

is not quite so apparent ?

(3.) Neither is the ground of choice in preferring the figura-

tive to the literal, in the case before us, a safe ground. It is

not always safe to suppose that the noun must have a mean-

ing perfectly accordant with the verb from which it is

derived. Rigid adherence to such a rule would introduce

confusion into our common language, and greatly disarrange

our modes of thought and expression. It is very frequently

necessary for us to interpret colloquial language, not so much
with reference to its radical origin, as to its conventional use

by the peoj^le. And even if there were (which is not the

case in this instance) any departure from the rigid etymologi-

cal derivation of the word, the very connection of the word,

and the admitted facts of its literal fulfillment, together with

its appropriate and common use, ought to preclude the very

idea of its being figurative.

Do not let these extended remarks on what may appear to

be a trifling matter, become a weariness to the reader. Noth-

ing is trifling in the words of inspiration; all is serious,

weighty, and worthy of the highest deference. Nevertheless,

the comparatively unimportant perversion of the words in

question Avould have passed with a mere notice, if it were not

for the fact, that this loose and inconsistent method of com-

menting has not only nearly ruined the moral eflect of this

most important prophecy, but has also opened the door for the

introduction of the most pernicious errors. This tendency to

figurativeness, which, as in the case before us, without any

occasion, or justification, confounds poetry with prose, the

figurative with the literal;— this apparent choice of, and

appetite for, figurative exegesis, so that whatever seems a little

dark, (though there is no darkness in the words before us,)

must be poetized into light ; so that figures are introduced,

not according to the necessity—'the must— of the case, but

according to the possibility— the may—'Of the case ;
— this

mingling together of the literal and the allegorical, making

our Saviour sometimes narrate calmly like a historian, and
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then, with the next breath, rhapsodize like a poet, until no

man is certain what is literal and -what figurative ; this is to

be guarded against and deprecated.

And it seemed appropriate to begin the labor at the very

beginning of the figurative indefiniteness and obscurity which

too many expositors have introduced into this plain, prosaic

discourse. Straws show which way the current runs. And
if— as we have seen— popular commentators, without any

occasion, and, indeed, against occasion, have developed such

a preference for the figurative, what may we expect when we
come to those parts of the discourse, where— from the nature

of the subject— it may not be convenient to point out the

chapter and verse of the precise and literal fulfillment ?

" There shall he great earthqual'es in divers i:>lacesP

A plain prediction of what actually occurred. Probably

no period of the world's history was ever more characterized

by earthquakes. It was not one wide, world-affecting con-

vulsion, such as has been known in comparatively recent

history, but a great many distinct earthquakes ;
—" earthquakes

in divers jplaces^'' at different times. Tliere is no lack of

historic evidence to show that this portion of the prophecy

was literally and strictly fulfilled. Josephus gives an account

of a terrible one that happened just before the war with the

Romans. (War, B. 4, c. 4.) "There broke out a prodigious

storm in the night, with the utmost violence, and very strong

winds, with the largest showers of rain, with continual light-

nings, terrible thunderings, o/iul amazing concussions and

hellowings of the earth that vms in an earthquake^ This Avas

remarkable ; for earthquakes are not usually accompanied by

such atmospheric disturbances. On the other hand, they

frequently, if not generally, occur when the atmosphere

seems unusually serene. An eye witness thus describes the

state of the atmosphere at the time of the great earthquake

that destroyed Lisbon, in 1755. "lliere never was a finer

morning seen than the Ist of November ; the sun shone out in

its full lustre ; the whole face of the sky was perfectly serene

and clear; and not the least signal or warning of that ap-

proaching event, which has made this once flou:iskvng, opu-
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lent, and populous city, a scene of the ntmost horror and

desolation, except only such as served to alarm, but scarcely

left a moment's time to fly from the general destruction."

So universal an earthquake as the one described by Jose-

phus, might well be regarded, as himself remarks, as "a

manifest indication that some destruction was coming upon

man, when the system of the world was put into this disor-

der ; and any one would guess that these wonders foreshowed

some grand calamities that were coming." But the earth-

quakes were to be in " divers places.'''' And so they were

;

they are mentioned as having occurred during tliis period, at

Crete, Smyrna, Miletus, Chios, Samos, Laodicea, Pompei,

Colosse, Campania, &c. Not only the Jewish country proper,

but probably all countries where they resided, were visited by

these quakings of the earth.

'^And fearful sights, and great signs shall then hefrom
heavenP

The record of the Jewish historian is so full and ap-

propriate to elucidate the fulfillment of this prediction,

that we cannot do better than to have his words before

us: Speaking of the many false prophets and deceivers,

and how easily the people were persuaded to believe them,

and hope for divine interposition in their behalf, he says—
(War, B. 6, c. 5,) "Thus were the miserable people per-

suaded by these deceivers, and such as belied God ; while

they did not attend nor give credit to the signs that were so

evident, and did so plainly foretell their future desolation ; but

like men infatuated, without eyes to see, or minds to consider,

did not regard the denunciations that God made to them.

Tlius there wa^ a star, resembling a sword, which stood over

the city, and a comet that continued a whole year." Another

translator renders his words thus: "A sword seemed to

hang over the city, or a comet pointing down upon it for a

year, which plainly seemed to portend their ruin by the

Bword." (Whitby.) "Thus also, before the Jews' rebellion,

and before those commotions which preceded the war, when
the people were come in great crowds to the feast of un-

leavened bread, ... at the ninth hour of the night, so
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great a liglit slione round the altar and the holy house, that it

appeared to be Lright-day thne : which light lasted for half

an hour. This light seemed to be a good sign to the un-

skillful ; but was so interpreted by the sacred scribes, as to

portend those events that followed immediately upon it."

These were indeed ^'fearful sights.'''' The "sacred scribes"

appear to have considered that prodigious light about " the

altar and the holy house," as portending that terrible fire

wliich soon after desolated the whole. "At the same festival,

also, [the Passover] a Jielfer, as she was led by the high priest

to be sacrificed, brought forth a lamb in the midst of the

temple."

Was this designed to indicate to the blinded Jews, that their

typical offering of beasts had finally tenninated, as to the

divine approval, and become fulfilled, by bringing forth Jesus,

the true Lamb of God?

Tlie historian continues— "Moreover, the eastern gate of

the inner court of the temple, which wiis of brass, and vastly

heavy, and had been with difliculty shut by twenty men, and

rested upon a basis armed with iron, and had bolts fastened

very deep into the firm floor, which was there made of one

entire stone, was seen to he opened of its own accord about the

sixth hour of the night !

"

"Now those that kept w^atch in the temple, came hereupon

runninf to the captain of the temple, who came up thither,

and not without great difliculty was able to shut tlie gate

again. This also appeared to the vulgar to be a very hapj^y

prodigy, as if God did thereby open to them the gate of

happiness." The "vulgar," as the historian calls them, might

indeed suppose this indicated the opening the gate of lui])pi-

ness to tliem^ for it was the opening of the gate that kept the

common people out of the inner court of the temple, which

was appropriated only to the most favored portion of the

Jewish people.

"But," continues the history, "the men of learning under-

stood it, tliat the security of their holy house was dissolved of

its own accord ; and that the gate was opened for the advan-

tage of their enemies. So these publicly declared, that the
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Bignal foreshadowed the desolation that was coming upon

them."

It was at the Paschal feast that Jesus, the true Lamb of

God, was led forth to be slain, as may have been betokened

by the prodigy of the heifer and the lamb ; and this dreadful

prodigy of opening the huge brazen gate, happening— it

seems— at the same feast, may have portended that it would

also be at the passover that their enemies should succeed in

obtaining the mastery over the city and temple.

"Besides these," continues the history, "a few days after

that feast, on the one and twentieth day of the month Arte-

misius, \fJyai\ second month of the ecclesiastical year,] a cer-

tain prodigious and incredible phenomenon appeared. I

suppose the account of it would seem to be a fable, were it

not related by those that saw it, and were not the events that

followed it of so considerable a nature as to deserve such

signals ; for, hefore sun-setting^ chariots^ and troops of soldiers

in their annor, luere seen running about among the clouds^

a/nd surrowvding of cities !
"

"Moreover, at the feast which we call Pentecost, as the

priests were going by night into the inner temple, as their

custom was, to perform their sacred ministrations, they said,

that in the first place they felt a qualcing, and heard a great

noise, and after that they heard a sound as of a multitude,

saying, Let us depakt hence !

"

" But what is still more terrible, there was one Jesus, the

son of Ananus, a plebeian and a husbandman, who, four years

before the war began, and at a time when the city was in

great peace and prosperity, came to that feast whereon it is

our custom for every one to make tabernacles to God in the

temple, began on a sudden to cry aloud, A voice from the

east ! A voice from the west ! A voice from the four winds !

A voice against Jerusalem and the holy house ! A voice

against the bridegrooms and the brides ! A voice against the

whole people !

"

Tliis voice was heard by day and by night througli the

city. No persuasion or punishment could stop his cry. When
they whipped him until his bones were bare, he did not shed
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tears or make any complaint, but, with every stroke of .the

lash, uttered AYoe, woe, woe to Jerusalem ! Tliis lamentable

and wonderful voice continued for seven years and five

months, and was always heard loudest at the festivals. No
wonder that it was heard with discomfort and horror.

Verse 8. All these are the beginning of borbows.

But what could be worse than the terrors and sorrows

already described? Answer— The wai*s and rumors of wars,

not hewrd of merely, but actually present, witnessed, and

suffered, with all their varied horrors. In particular, the inva-

sion of their own country with fire and sword, until blood

and blaze should be the every-day, and the everywhere scenes

throughout their whole territory.

And more especially, the unparalleled famine, confusion,

and carnage that characterized the siege of their capital city.

The fulfillment of the portentous omens would be more terri-

ble than the signs themselves. The intolerable ravages of

the fatal disease would be worse than the premonitory

symptoms.

The faithful and but too particular narration of these " sor-

rows," as witnessed by one who lived and sufi'ered in the

midst of them, cannot be read by any person of common
sensibility, without being deeply and painfully affected.

Dr. Clarke's note on this verse is very ingenious and im-

pressive : "Tlie whole land of Judea is represented under

the notion of a woman in grievous travail ; but our Lord inti-

mates that all that had already been mentioned, were only

the first pangs and throcB, and nothing in comparison of that

hard and death-bringing labor which should afterwards take

place."

All that has hitherto been described, however, pertains to

the period previous to the finid siege of Jerusalem. And
here our liOrd leaves, for the present, the prediction of the

Jeioish calamities, that he may retm*n and recapitulate the

sufferings of his (Msciples. Let this be distinctly noticed by

the reader.
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CHAPTER III.

Prmcijpal siibject— Suffeeings of Citribtians previously

TO THE Siege of Jerusalem.

Correction of the Eecord— Illustrations— Beginning of the Persecution—
Progress—Saul of Tarsus— Different forms of Jewish persecution— Per-

secution by others— Chronological accuracy of the Prophecy—Persecution

overruled for good—Why the Jews persecuted—Why the Heathen— Pe-

ter before the Sanhedrim— Stephen— Paul before the Rulers— God's

design in permitting Persecution— Good result of the Appeal to Ccesar—
Comfort in suffering—Why forbidden to premeditate— Perversion of a

text—When we may, and when we may not, premeditate—What is meant

by Taking no thought— Nature of Apostolic Inspiration—What is meant

by giving them a Mouth and Wisdom—'Examples— Curious way to resist

Logic—An Orator in Chains—Beginning of Apostacy in the Church—
Treachery— Progress of Apostacy— Terrible Result— Pattern Age of the

Church—The World and the Church at variance—What is meant by not

a Hair of the head perishing— How to possess our souls in Patience.

[Luke : But before all these, they shall lay their hands on you, and per-

secute YOU.] [Mark : But take heed to yourselves.]

Our Lord deemed it expedient to speak first of the afflic-

tions of the Jews generally , and— as previously noted— he

extended his description to the siege of Jerusalem.

When he resumed the subject, as at v. 15, he began with

the fatal siege. Having thus far spoken of the Jews as a

people^ he returns to the beginning of the period then under

consideration, for the purpose of showing the condition of

CKnstians during the same time.

" But hefore all these, they shall lay their hands on youP
We perceive the importance of supplying a sentence that

was omitted by Matthew. If we take the prophecy as it is

preserved only by him, it would teach that the persecution of

the disciples would not begin until that period of general

tribulation was ended, which would be incorrect. The sen-

tence from Luke removes the difficulty, as may be seen in the

Harmony. The persecution of the Christians did indeed
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begin "before all these" Jewish calamities. While Jesus

was with thein, as wlien the bridegroom is with the children

of the bridal chamber, they wx>ro kept in security and joy.

But when he was taken away, as when the bridegroom de-

parts, there was sadness and listing. The persecutors, having

so w^ell succeeded with the Master of the house, then began

to afflict his servants. The gy^een tree had been scorched by

their flaming madness; what could prevent the dry tree from

being consumed? And the persecutors were not willing to

wait long before they made a beginning : within a few weeks

after the crucifixion of Jesus, they began to hunger for the

flesh of the disciples.

" They shall lay their hands on youP

Tliey shall apprehend you, and bring you up to answer for

your proceedings. Tliis was immediately done in the case of

Peter and John, Acts iv. 1. "And as they spake unto the

people, the priests, and the captain of the temple, and the

Sadducees, came upon them. 2. Being grieved that they

taught the people, and preached through Jesus the resurrec-

tion of the dead. 3. And they laid their hands on them, and

put them in hold until the next day." Tliis laying hands

upon tliem was not only persecution of itself, but it had an

ulterior design.

" Andpersecute yonP

This was the ulterior object. They wished to get these

leading disciples into their power, that they might still

further afflict them. On that first occasion, however, they

were restrained from inflicting anj'thing very severe. They
"straightly threatened them," and let them go.

" But ta'ke heed to yourselve^r

It is necessary to be on your guard. Be wise as serpents,

for you are as sliecp among wolves. Your enemies will not

cease to pursue you. Tliey may indeed but simply lay their

hands on you at the first, and persecute you in this milder

way. But take heed to yourselves ; and do not unnecessarily

incur danger
;
your enemies will not be satisfied with merely

apprehending you : Do not trust present appearances.
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Varse 9. Then shall they deliver you xjp [to oocncils,] [Luke : to thk

BTNAGOGUES, AND INTO PKISONS,] TO BE AFFLIOTED.

How soon was this accomplished ! A few days after this,

as the apostles were teaching and healing, Acts v, 17, "Then
the high priest rose up, and all they that were with him,

(which is the sect of the Sadducees,) and were filled with

indignation ; 18. And laid their hands on the apostles, and

put them in the common prison." As yet, however, they had

not been delivered up formally to the council. But, having

been liberated by the interposition of an angel, and dii-ected

to go and preach in the temple, they were once more appre-

hended, V. 27. " And when they had brought them, they set

them before the council." There was still another thing to be

fulfilled, besides the arrest, and arraignment, and imprisoning

;

they were next in order

" To he afflActedy

Here it follows : v. 40. " And to him [Gamaliel] they

agreed ; and when they had called the apostles, and beaten

them, they . . let them go. 41. And they departed from

the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted

worthy to su^er shame for his name." They were probably

beaten naked. This was the beginning of their being " afflict-

ed" for the sake of their Master. The "wolves" among
whom these " sheep" hud been sent, having once tasted their

blood, will hardly let them escape.

" And in the synagogues ye shall he heaten"

Here is the date of Saul's persecution. It was at his feet

that the murderers of Stephen laid their clothes. He was

already distinguished among the peof)le for his eminence in

the matter of making " havoc in the church." " And Saul

was consenting unto his death." " When they were put to

death he gave his voice against tJi/im" Even so early was

his influence in this matter felt and confessed.

And what was Saul's method of persecution ? Acts xxvi.

10. " And many of the saints did I shut up in prison, hav-

ing received authority from the chief priests ; and when they

were put to death, I gave my voice against then? 11. Aiid

7



98 HARMONY AND EXPOSITION.

Ijnmished thcvi oft in every synagogue, and compelled them

to blaspheme."

How many of the disciples suffered in this way, as " Saul

made havoc of the clmrcli, cnterini^ into everj house, and

haling men and women, committing them to prison," has never

been recorded. And how many times of punishing in the

synagogues is intended by this word " oft," we are not

apprised ; but being " exceeding mad" against the disciples,

and having " authority from the chief priests," and thinking

that he was "doing God service," it is safe to suppose that

the numbers " beaten in tlie synagogues," were large.

It is not intended to intimate here that the persecution of

Saul was all previous to the martyrdom of Stephen, but only

that he had already hegun his cruel work at that time, and

continued for some time after. And Saul himself, when he

became an apostle, underetood experimentally the sufferings

which he had inflicted upon others ; and came in for his o^vn

share of the fulfillment of this prophecy, which at first he

helped to fulfill upon others. 2. Cor. xi. 24. " Of the Jews

five times received I forty stripes, save one." Besides the

beatings and stripes otherwise mentioned, we learn by this

that at five different times he received the full measure of

blows permitted by the Jewish law. It was undoubtedly in

tlie synagogues.

" And shall kill you"
This was the next thing in order. What was the next

event in the fulfillment ? Answer— Tlie JcilUng of Stephen,

under the superintendence of this persecuting Saul of Tarens

!

And now the various forms of persecution which the Saviour

predicted, have all occurred in their respective orders, from

laying hands upon, through arraignment before councils,

imprisoning, beating in the synagogues, and killing. A 1 this

was Jcwi.'^h ; and was done regularly, or irregularly, accord-

ing to the customs of the councils of the synagogues and the

great council at the capital.

But shall the persecution extend no further ? Answer—
" And ye sJwU he brought before toilers and Idiigs for my

Mkey
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Tlie scene is now to be sliifted from Jewish judicatures to

the magistracy of rulers and kings. The murderers of the

Master, who succeeding in enlisting against him the power

of their heathen governor, will soon manifest their pleasure at

the havoc made among the disciples. Henceforth, those who

delight in cruelty, or who wish to ingratiate themselves with

the Jews, will understand how to proceed. Tlie prediction

is before us ; now for the fulfillment : Acts xii. 1. " Now
about that time, Herod the king stretched forth his hands to

vex certain of the church. 2. And he killed James the

brother of John with the sword. 3. And because he saw it

pleased the Jews, he proceeded further to take Peter also.

Then were the days of unleavened bread. 4. And when he

had apprehended him, he put him in prison, and delivered

him to four quaternians of soldiers to keep him ; intending

after Easter to bring him forth to the people."

Soon we find Paul and Silas at Philippi, suftering a perse-

cution arising from the cure of the wonderful Pythoness.

Do we inquire concerning the nature of the judicature

before which they were brought? Answer— Acts xvi. 10,

" And they caught Paul and Silas, and drew them into the

market place unto the rtdcrs. 20. And brought them to the

magistrates.^^ Kings and rulers were next in order after

councils. Omniscient Wisdom knew how to frame the proph-

ecy. Tlie next persecution was that in which " they drew

Jason and certain brethren unto the rulers of the city."

Acts xvii. 6.

.

We shall soon find Paul brought up to the "judgment seat'"

of Gallio, the deputy governor of Achaia. It would be tire-

some to follow out much further the fulfillment of this part

of the prediction. The magistracy of rulers and kings is

identified more or less with the history of the apostle tO' the

Gentiles.

We shall find him before Felix, Festus, Agrippa, and Nero.

It has not seemed good unto the Holy Ghost to cause to be

recorded all the particular of tlie further fulfillment of these

words ; but from many incidental references, we find the

matter went on.
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But why was all tliis ? Was there no divine power i.^

restrain ? Or did the Divine Being see that good would

result ? Answer—
'•''For my sdke^ for atestiviony against i/icjn,^^ or, rather,

for a testimony (sij) u7ito them. And this better agrees with

Luke's expression—
" And it shall turn to youfor a testimm^yJ^

There are just these two ideas conveyed in this sentence of

the prophecy
; (1.) Tliat it would be for the sake of Christ,

or on his account, that they should bo thus dealt with. It

would not be on account of any evil found in them ; or on

account of any particular hatred that men would feel toward

them, as individual persons. It would be solely on account

of their known and confessed attachment to the Lord Jesus.

Their open and fearless proclamation of the Messiahship of

Jesus the crucified, would raise the storm of indignation and

persecution among their own nation, and particularly among

the councillors and priesthood of the Jewish nation. They

were always first in opposition to the Master, and they would

be first in persecution of his disciples. They hated to be

charged with the rejection and murder of one whom the

apostles proclaimed every where to be the only true Christ.

The persecution by the Gentiles would also be for the name

of Christ, but for reasons somewhat different : one thing would

^be, the opposition of the apostles to the idolatrous worship

and doctrines everywhere prevalent, and the fact, that the

spread of Christianity would be seen to effect, proportionally,

the downfall of idolatry.

The worshippers of the great Diana of the Ephesians would

set all the city in an uproar, on account of this perceived op-

position of the new religion to their old religion. Yet, after

all, the Jews would everywhere be the principal instigators

of this opposition to the name of Christ. They would never

rest without doing what could be done to arrest tlie progress

of the new sect.

(2.) The other idea is this: their being brought before

councils, rulers, and kings, would be to them o})portunitic3

for giving testimony to the truth. They should be permitted,
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and even invited, sometimes, to testify to the truth as it is in

Jesus.

Now, however much these simple and apparently unimport-

ant and indefinite words may have been overlooked, they are,

in truth, among the most important of those found in this

discourse.

Nothing less than omniscience could have foreseen these

two surprising facts,— that all the persecution which the dis-

ciples should suffer, and all the reasons for their being brought

before the various near at hand, and far off, tribunals, would

be in consequence of their relation to a person who had never

stepped beyond the limits of Palestine, and whose name was

hardly known beyond the boundaries of his own native prov-

ince.

But the other part of the prediction is, if possible, still

more surprising. How exceedingly improbable that those

persecuted, despised, maltreated, dispersed followers of one

who was crucified as a malefactor, between two thieves, should,

by the very efforts to silence them, stand up as privileged

ambassadors, to say what they chose to testify, before all

kinds of councils, and before all kinds of rulers, in almost all

lands! Has it usually happened so? "Were the victims of

the Inquisition ever admitted to extraordinary privileges be-

fore their judges ? Were the Protestant martyrs, whose blood

enriched the soil of England, entitled to special privileges

before their Romish rulers ? And have persecuted sects

usually found their judges disposed to listen to the promulga-

tion of their most abominated doctrines, and keen reproofs

and admonitions?

But the omniscient Saviour affirmed that both of these

things would be true respecting the arraignment of his per-

secuted followers.

How did the matter result?

The first arraignment was specifically on account of oppo-

sition to Christ. When Peter and John were arraigned be-

fore the Sanhedrin, the reason is thus given : (Acts iv. 2,) the

priests, captain of the temple, and Sadducees, were " grieved

that they taught the people, and preached through Jesus the
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resurrection of the dead. 3. And tliey laid hands on them,

and put them in hold unto the next day ; for it was now even-

tide." This was on their Master's account. Did they have

an opportunity of testifying of Jesus there ? Tliis is the an-

swer : 5. " And it came to pass on tlie morrow, tliat their

rulers, and elders, and scribes, 6. And Annas the high priest,

and Caiaphas, and John, and Alexander, and as many as

were of the kindred of the high priest, were gathered together

at Jerusalem. 7. And when they had set them in the midst,

they asked. By what power, or by what name have ye done

this?" [The miracle of curing the lame man.] 8. "Then
Peter, filled with the Holy Ghost, said unto them. Ye rulers

of the people and elders of Israel,"— And then follows that

fearless, explicit testimony of the Messiahship of Jesus.

10. " Be it known unto you all, and to all the people of

Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ of IS^azareth, whom
ye crucified, whom God raised from the dead, even by him

doth this man stand here before you whole, 11. This is the

stone which was set at naught by you builders, which is be-

come the head of the corner. 12. Neither is there salvation

in any other ; for there is none other name under heaven

given among men, whereby we must be saved."

How this arraignment before this council " turned to them

for testimony !"

Peter could not have obtained such an audience as that

anywhere else ; and nowhere else would such an audience

have listened to such a fearless testimony. And who but the

Divine could have foreseen this? This illustration of the two

ideas in the passage is given at some length, merely as a spe-

cimen of the precise fulfillment of this wonderfully specific

pro]ihccy.

When Peter and others were arraigned before the Sanhe-

drin again, soon after, (Acta v,,) he had another as remarkable

chance of testifying of Jesus, And Stephen for a long time

had the audience of " all that sat in the council," while he

poured forth that full torrent of testimony, which tliey per-

ceived but too clearly was going to prove Jesus to be tho

Christ. And what an opportunity for testimony had Paul
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before Felix and Drusilla, and Festus, and Bernice, and
Agrippa ! And what a chance for testimony as he " stood on
the stairs" of the theatre in Jerusalem, bound with two chains,

and gave the discourse recorded in Acts xxii.

!

This idea of bearing testimony— not against— but {bis)

to councils, rulers, and Icings, is the key that opens beautifully

that mysterious providence which led the primitive church

with her ministers through such a succession of pei-secutions.

We may now understand the meaning of those prisons, chains,

indictments, and other sources of suffering and notoriety,

which lifted the infant church into erainency, and secured for

the fettered apostles the audiences of priests, governors, coun-

cilors, kings, and queens.

There was much meaning, and comfort, too, for the perse-

cuted apostles in such words as these: Acts xxiii. 11, "And
that night following, the Lord stood by him, and said, Be of

good cheer, Paul ; for as thou hast testified of me in Jei'usa-

lem^ so must thou hear witness also at Eome.''^

These imprisonments and judicial arraignments should be

occasions of testimony.

" Caesar's household" was to be converted ; and Paul— not

Peter— must be the apostle to those Gentiles. He had " of-

ten purposed " to go there, that he " might have some fruit

among" them, but " was let [hindered] hitherto." Paul in

Rome, in the capacity of an ajpostU,, could probably do less in

giving testimony for Christ, than Paul the prisoner^ waiting

the convenience of the emperor, under the protection of the

emperor, and dwelling for " two whole years in his own hired

house, receiving all that came in unto him, preaching the

kingdom of God, and teaching those things which concern

the Lord Jesus Christ, with all confidence, no man forbidding

him." Acts xxviii. 30, 31. Therefore Paul was moved to

"appeal onto C^sar."

But, in relatidn to this being all for the name and sake of

Christ, it is worthy of remark, that, on the part of the apos-

tles, it was in a sense far different from what it was on the

part of the persecutors : with the enemies it wjis on account

of enmity^ that they might distress and destroy ; but with the
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friends it was on account o^ frieiulshipy tliat tliej miglit tes-

tify for Christ, and establish his religion, Thej were not slow

to perceive the advantages their persecutions gained them,

not on account of synipatlij only, but also on account of

^privilege in giving testimony for the truth as it is in Jesus.

God made the wrath of men to praise him. This must have

contributed nnich to comfort and sustain those who suffered

for the truth's sake. They " took joyfully the spoiling of their

goods," and rejoiced that " they were counted worthy to suf-

fer for his name." Paul well understood this matter of per-

secution and suffering for his Master ; Acts, chapters xx.,

xxiii., xxiv., which see.

\MarTi : Bur when they siiAti, lead tov, and delivee tou up, take no rnot'OHT

BEFORE HAND WHAT YE SHALL SPEAK; NEITHER DO YE PREMEDITATE; BUT WUATSOEVEK

SHALL BE GIV5;N YOU IN THAT HOUR, THAT SPEAK YE.]

Our Saviour did not design this direction for application to

all persons, and all circumstances : it was a specific instruc-

tionfor a specific circumstance j namely—when they should

be led and delivered up to councils, rulers, and kings, as be-

fore described, and for the purpose aforesaid. Tlien, in that

particular case, they were not to depend upon their own pre-

meditated thoughts either for testimony or defence ; but to

look for such especial enlightenment and guidance as no pre-

meditations of their own could secure.

It is, therefore, a manifest perversion of this passage, to

apply it to ordinary pulpit and private teaching, as if the

Lord designed to discourage and prohibit prudent premedita-

tion and systematic arrangement of thoughts, in ordinary cir-

cumstances. No man that loves to think systematically, and

few that are capable of thinking so, will need these disclaim-

ers against a somewhat common pervci-sion of this passage.

But it is well to do everything practicable for the purity and

propriety of the exegesis and api)lication of the Scriptures.

No doubt but in many instances too much dependence is

placed upon our previous meditations, and too little upon the

timely aid of the lloly Spirit. But these ordinary labors
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were not the subject of tlie Saviour's present admonition. A
very plain rule may be suggested as a general guide in this

matter

:

(1.) "What is already understood, or may reasonably be ex-

pected, in relation to future circumstances, may be made a

subject of premeditative preparation,

(2.) But what we cannot know, or reasonably anticipate,

of the future, and yet must meet,— in this we must leave it

to Providence to order and assist.

This latter was the usual circumstance under which the dis-

ciples were brought before rulers and kings. The former is

the usual circumstance attending our ordinary labors.

In these sudden, ever-varying, and uncertain trials and ar-

raignments before the different tribunals, no human fore-

thought could be sufficient to guide in matters of propriety

and necessity ; and premeditations and plans would only em-

barrass their adaptation to the unanticipated circumstances,

and withdraw their trust in direct and special divine assistance.

They were directed to " take no thought" before hand, just

as Christ had said respecting food and raiment, " take no

thought for the morrow." Now, it is admitted by all who
have examined the word, in reference to its original force,

that it means something more than mere intellection ; it con-

veys an idea o^ feeling as well as cogitation : it is the same

word that Christ used in his address to the half-distracted

Martha: " Thou are car^wZ," &c. Luke x. 41.

The spirit of the Lord's admonition to his apostles was

about' this : Do not be tro^ibled or anxious about what you

shall say on these occasions. Do not let it worry and distress

you. Go, trusting in the guidance and support of the Master,

for whose sake all this is done and permitted. There was

great wisdom in such an admonition :

(1.) It would serve greatly to relieve the anxieties of the

disciples, in these most trying circumstances.

(2.) It would keep ever before them the only real and re-

liable source of direction and support.

(3.) And, consequently, going in this spirit, and divinely

led and strengthened, their testimony would have a freshness,
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an adaptation, and a power, that could not be secured in any

other manner.

" B^d whatsoever shall he given you in that hour^ that speak

ye."

Here is the promise of assistance implied. Tliey were to

expect assistance from another ; it was to be given to them.

This is why they ought not to be troubled about the matter

before hand. They were to t'?^m^ whatsoever should he given

them. Their words were to be given them ; and they would

be aided in addressing them to the people. They were to go

before such judicatures, expecting to be plenarily inspired for

the exigencies of the time.

* [Luke : For I will give you a mouth and wisdom, which all youe advebaa-

EI£8 shall not BE ABLE TO GAINSAY OR RESIST.]

Here is the promise of assistance given in due form. Tlieir

wisdom should be given them ; they should be enabled to

understand and to calculate on the spot, so as to accomplish

what their adversaries could not prevent. Sometimes they

ehould be enlightened with respect to the past ; sometimes

with respect to the futwe • and they should know how to

adapt themselves to all the circumstances attending their

arraignment.

Their ''mouth" should be given them. Their very organs

of speech should seem to be new ; and would, indeed, be

newly empowered to speak with tlie greatest propriety and

force the words which should be given them. As the result

of this special endowment, their adversaries should neither be

able to gainsay nor resist their testimony.

How wonderfully was this accomplished ! Turn to Acts iv.,

and see the blazing testimony, and the scorcliing reproofs, of

John and Peter before the great council that liad condemned

their Master. And notice the result : verse 13, "l^ow, when

they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that

they were unlearned and ignorant men, they marveled ; and

iooh knowledge of them^ that they hadheen with Jesus. 14. And
beholding the man standing with them, they could say noth-

ing against it."
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When Stephen was set upon unexpectedly by the cavilers

and disputers of tlie synagogues of the Libertines, Cyrenians,

Alexandrians, Cilicians, and Asiatics, (Acts vi. 9,) it is said,

notwithstanding the odds against him, " And they were not

able to resist the wisdom and the spirit by which he spake."

And when he was suddenly brought before the great council,

his speech was so irresistible, that legal pleading and logic

could not be depended upon to gainsay or resist it ; and the

readiest way to overthrow it, was, to kill the irresistible

preacher. So long as he was alive, and had a mouth to speak,

so long they knew it was hopeless to resist him But a dead

man was not so formidable ; so they overwhelmed him with

a shower of stones.

See how the infamous Felix was made to tremble, as Paul

stood before him in chains, inspired to utter terrible things

which could not be gainsayed or resisted. Acts xxiv. 24.

"And after certain days, when Felix came with his wife

Drusilla, which was a Jewess, he sent for Paul, and heard him

concerning the faith in Christ. 25. And as he reasoned of

righteousness, temperance, and judgment to come, Felix trem-

bled, and answered, [it was all the answer he could make,] Go
thy way for this time."

Take Paul's speech before King Agrippa, and the august

assembly convened to hear him, and notice the effect. Acts

xxvi. The prisoner stood up in chains, and gave one of the

most eloquent, appropriate, and affecting speeches that ever

fell from human lips. It was a most happy specimen of Gos-

pel testimony. After overwhelming, and almost converting,

the king, the conclusion of the scene is thus stated, v. 31

:

" And when they were gone aside, they talked between them-

selves, saying. This man doeth nothing worthy of death or

of bonds. 32. Then said Agrippa unto Festus, This man
might have been set at liberty, if he had not appealed unto

Caesar."

The world might be safeiy challenged to show a single clear

instance in which the primitive disciples were found incom-

petent to defend themselves and their Master before any of

the councils and rulers of that age.
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But whence the wisdom and words which proved adequate

for all emergencies?

[Mark: For it is not ye tuat speak, but tue Holy Ghobt.]

This is the explanation. When these men stood np to give

testimony, they were more tlian men ; they had a portion of

the Divinity. How astonishingly was this fulfilled at Pente-

cost ! There were promised to them a " mouth and wisdom,"

in order to qualify them for every unexpected emergency.

"When the wdiole Jewish world was represented at Jerusalem,

the fulfillment of the prediction was to begin, and to be man-

ifested unto the world. Acts ii. 4. " And they were all filled

with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues,

as the Spirit gave them utterance." And in all the multitude

of dialects they spake of the wonderful works of God. But,

in relation to the wisdom and words, it was not themselves

that spake, but the Holy Ghost speaking by them. The apos-

tles well understood the nature and source of this astonisliing

endowment. Tliey knew how to explain the wonderful phe-

nomenon : verse 33, " He [Christ] hath shed forth this that

ye now see and hear."

How distinct the prediction ! How undeniable the fulfill-

ment ! As far as Luke's history of the Apostles extends, it

seems to be a comment upon the Saviour's prophetic discourse.

Verse 10. And then shall many be offended, and shall betray one anotiikb,

AND SHALL HATE ONE ANOTHER.

Many will be scandalized. Tlie new "sect" will be " eve-

rywliere spoken against." Tlie chief men and rulci*s giving

the example and encouragement in persecution, those who
wish to gain or retain their favor, and those who think only

as they are taught by their superiors, will join in the popular

hue and cry against the unpopular sect.

Many will thereby become disaficcted. Tlieir attachment

to the new religion will cost thorn their good name, their tem-

poral prosperity, their social enjoyment, and, in some cases, it

will cost even lil^erty and life.

This will be sacrificing too much ; more than they have
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faith to endure. Many will therefore be offended ; they will

stumble at these impediments, and fall from their steadfastness

in Christ.

And the offence will he so grievons, that, in many instances,

treachery and hatred will succeed in the j^lace of confidence

and love. Those who had pleasantly and familiarly associa-

ted together, each leading on and strengthening the other,

will now have their feelings so set against one another as to

"Je^ray" one another. Perhaps the kindly influences that

had been mutually exerted to induce one another to espouse

and maintain the new religion, would • now appear as a ma-

licious effort to draw them into a religion of shame, anxiety,

and danger. To mutual confidence will succeed mutual

treachery ; and they shall " hetray one another^ The warm-

est love will then give place to the deepest hatred. The union

and confidence of heart will be transformed into jealousy and

maliciousness.

Those engaged in making havoc of the church will not fail

to perceive and improve this most unhappy result, for the fur-

therance of their cruel designs. These embittered and alien-

ated brethren will be used to hunt out and accuse their former

companions :
" tliey shall betray one another."

We may find a record of the fact, which will answer as a

specimen, in the account which Tacitus gives of this pro-

cedure, in the persecution under Nero: "At first several

were seized, who confessed, and then, by their discovery, a

great multitude of others were convicted and executed."

Annal. i. 15.

There are frequent references to this melancholy state of

things in the history and writings of St. Paul. See Acts xx.»

29, 30, 2 Tim. i. 15, iv. 10, 14. It was thus that he was " in

perils among false brethren."

^Mark : The brother shall betrat the brother to death, and the father the

BON ; and children shall rise up against their parents, and cause them to bk

put to death.]

ThivS is not only a more particular description of this time

of trial to the church, but it appears also to show an extension
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of the disaffection, until not only the ecclesiastical, but even

all the social relations shall be disturbed, and families be at war

among themselves. And now will be fulfilled not only what

Christ himself predicted on another occasion, (Matt. x. 34,)

but what was long before prophesied by an Old Testament

seer. Sec Micah vii. 6.

How intense must have been the alienation that caused the

nearest and dearest natural relations to betray one another

even to death ! What terrible afflictions to the church, and

what trial of faith, when parents against children, and chil-

dren against parents, and brother against brother, should be

maliciously excited, and cause one another to be put to death !

Through such fires as these were the primitive disciples re-

quired to pass, as the church was enlarging herself, and estab-

lishing her doctrines, government, and worship, that the drosa

might be purged away from the pure gold, and that the pat-

Urn age of the true church might be an age of tested, puri-

fied, and duly develoi^ed faith and love.

Tliese were times when they " endured a great fight of af-

flictions," that the church in all subsequent ages might have

before her " examples of suffering, affliction and patience."

Tliis was the time of " the present distress," when Christians

were called to show whether they loved their master better

than houses, lands, parents, companions, and life.

(Remainder of) Verse 9. And yk shall be hated of all rations fob mt

name's sake.

By noticing Mark, verse 12, it will be seen that these words

are to follow the account of these afflictions ; and by Luke,

verse 18, we learn that these words arc to j)reccdc the reference

to the hair of the head not being suffered to perish.*

It is thus that we prove not only the transposition, but find

the appropriate />/rt(?(C for this sentence.

And it may as well be remarked here, that all the trans-

positions exhibited in the Harmony are settled by definite

reasons.

This persecution and alienation will not be limited to any

•Sec the Ilannony.
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particular section ; it will be general. The cliurch eveiy-

wliere must pass through this iiery furnace. It will be the

world against the churchy and the church against the world.

The faithful disciples must be " cnicified unto the world,"

and the world " crucified '' unto them. The " offence of the

cross" will be great everywhere. The preaching of Christ

will be a " stumbling block unto the Jews, and to the Greeks

foolishness." Then '' all that will live godly in Christ Jesus

shall suffer persecution," no matter where they happen to

dwell. Tlie world hated Christ, and he told his disciples not

to marvel if the world hated them also. Now was it fully

accomplished. If they had been of the world, the world

would have loved its own ; but because they were not of the

world, but had been chosen out of the world, therefore the

world hated them. And this extended to all nations, Jews

and Gentiles. In this place, however, it seems to allude more

particularly to the Gentile nations : the hatred ofthe Jews,being

first in order, was more particularly described previously.

It is wonderful how systematic and precise our Saviour was

in this prophecy. He pays particular attention to the succes-

sive order in which the many things would transpire. He did

not speak of their being " hated of all nations," until he had

first described how they would become hiown to all nations,

by being brought before rulers and kings. And this hatred

of the nations would be on the same account as that of the

Jews ; it would be " for his name's sake." And how was

this? Simply because "for his name's sake" they should be

brought before rulers and kings ; and the knowledge which

the people everywhere would obtain of them, would be asso-

ciated with their relation to Christ.

[Luke: But there shall not a hair of tour head perish.]

Does this mean that none of them should suffer bodily in-

jury, or be put to death? Certainly not ; he had just admon-

ished them of the reverse.

Does it refer to ih.Q j)'^'obdble fact, that all the Christians fled

from Jerusalem during the siege, and did not in any case per-

ish then ? Probably not.
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For (1.) All the apostles, as it is supposed, with one excep-

tion, i)crished by violent deaths before tlic siege. (2.) To

speak of the escape from that danger would be anticipating the

time without any evident reason ; for the period of which he

was now speaking was obviously that which preceded that

great event. The effort to apply it to that event appears

strained and unnatural. Resides, it does not seem to harmon-

ize with the spirit and design of such a promise.

It seems to have been designed for the comfort of the Lord"'3

people in all ages of the world ; and es2)cciaUy for the cotn-

fo-rt of those whose severe affiictions, and inmiincnt dangers^

occasioned the first giving of tJie promise. Kow to take it

entirely, or almost entirely, away from them^ and apply it

only to a single circumstance, and a circumstance which had

not yet been even alluded to, and, by so doing, deprive all

the coming generations of sufferers from claiming it, seems

rather more than common sense can submit to.

But what does the promise mean ? Probably this : they

were to comfort themselves with the belief that all their dan-

gers, trials and sufferings were directed or permitted by a

Providence which was not only personal, but minutely partic-

ular. It numbered the very hairs of their head. They should

even regard themselves as the objects of special divine watch-

care. This would sustain them in that afHiction, and in every

other ; and, indeed, it would be a standing promise for all

ages of the world.

This view beautifully harmonizes with our Lord's first ef-

forts to inspire his disciples with a fii-m belief and trust in a

special providence. Matt. x. 28. " And fear not them which

hill the hody^ but are not able to kill the soul : but rather fear

Ilim which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.

29. Are not two sparrows sold for a larthing? and one of

them shall not fall on the ground without your Father. 30. Sut
the very hairs of your head are all nnmhored. 31. Fear ye

not, therefore, ye are of more value than many sparrows."

Tlie promise was also undoubtedly designed to assure them

of a particular providence, not only in the sense of preserv-

ing^ when it should be best, but also in the sense of rem/uner-
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atiiig, when it should please God to cause or permit them to

suffer " for his name's sake." In that careful estimation of

all their sufferings and losses on his account, to serve as the

basis of his gracious rewards, not a single hair injured in his

behalf should be lost in the reckoning. And, in this sense,

which is the only important sense, not one hair should be suffer-

ed to perish : it should be preserved in that final gain of gloiy

and enjoyment which all who suffer for Christ, and "endure

unto the end," shall receive at the hand of their Master.

And this view of the subject is in precise accordance with

Chi-ist's own application of this promise, when he first gave

it to his disciples. Let the reader satisfy himself by turning

to the place just referred to, and read for himself how the

Lord designed to be understood.

Matt. X. 28-39. You will notice here that Christ was de-

scribing the identical condition of things which has already

been enlarged upon, without the least allusion to Jerusalem or

the escape therefrmn. Has this matter been sufiiciently noticed

by those commentators who are forever referring to Jerusalem ?

"VYe notice in the passage alluded to, which the judicious

reader has not failed to examine, that this is the conclusion

and the application :
" He that Jmdeth his life shall lose it

;

a^id he that loseth his life for my sake shall find it." May
not this be applied to every ^anrt of the life ? The pi'incijple

involved in this promise which we are enlarging upon, is suf-

ficiently exhibited in another place : Matt. xix. 20. " And
every one that hath forsaken houses, or brethren, or sisters, or

father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, formy name's

sake, shall receive an hundred fold, and shall inherit everlast-

ing life." Here is the principle on which nothing, however

trifling in itself, can be lost, if it is sacrificed for the name of

Christ. And by using and applying the common proverl),

which forms the substance of the promise, the Saviour un-

doubtedly intended to teach them that all their sufferings and

sacrifices— even to the very least— would finally be reward-

ed to them, in the gracious remunerations of the resurrection

state. Not one hair should perish ; in equivalence it would

remain forever.

8
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This would be comfort indeed ; comfort in all ages, in all

circumstances, even in maimings, bruises, and death itself.

Not only would he put all their tears in his bottle, (Ps. Ivi.

8,) but preserve all the hairs of their head.

[Luke : In touk PAxrENCE possess te toue souls.]

Rather, in jouv perseverance, or patient endttrance, (u-rojaovii,)

of affliction, preserve {xrr^dadk) your souls. Others will lose

their souls, by trying to avoid these afflictions, and gaining

the world. They will be like those mentioned in the parable

of the Sower, (Matt. xiii. 20, 21,) who received the seed in

stony places :
" He heareth the word, and anon with joy re-

ceiveth it
;
yet hath he no root in himself, but dureth for

awhile ; for when tribulation or p&)'secution aHseth, hecause of
the word, by and by he is offended.''^ He is one who cannot

endure affliction; he falls away, and, of course, loses the

promise : he does not endv/re vmio the end ; and, of consequence,

he loses his soul.

Tliis is the very character which our Lord had just been de-

scribing : there would be many offended, or fall away, in

consequence of these severe afflictions which would come upon

the church everywhere. Seeking to save their lives, they

would lose their souls. Shunning the dangers of the cross,

they would renounce their Saviour, and their souls would per-

ish. Bartering their Saviour for the world, they would make

a wretched exchange : they would lose their smils.

Now, what our Lord desired in this verse, seems to be just

this : (and how well it liarmonises with the whole connections

of the words !) Do not be of tlie number who fall away

;

who cannot contimie through these afflictions. But persevere

until the end is attained ; for, whether you live or die, not a

hair of your head shall perish ; all will be treasured up to the

day of final reward. " 'Qj patient coiitinuanc^' in well doing,

seek for glory, and honor, and immortality," and God will

" render" to you " eternal life." Rom. ii. 7. In this way
you shall preserve your souls, "Tliou, therefore, endure lux/rd-

ness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ," 2 Tim. ii. 3. " But
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watch thou in all things, endure afflictions,^'' &c., chapter iv.,

V. See much more of the same import in the same epistle.

And what has the admonition now under notice to do with

the escape of a few hundred Christians from the besieged city ?

How would such a restricted limitation of it apply to the

world-wide, and age after age endured afflictions which are

spoken of in connection with it? How does it happen that

so many commentators appear to see nothing but Jerusalem in

all these places ? What necessity, or, rather, what authority

is there for such restricted applications of these ever-during

admonitions and promises, which Christ designed for the sup-

port and guide of his disciples forever ; and which, notwith-

standing all the unfortunate misapplications of them, will,

should, and mtist be instinctively looked upon by the unper-

verted spiritual mind, as present admonitions, and present

promises, for all similar conditions? It is not safe to overlook

the instinctive promptings of the unsubverted spiritual mind.

CHAPTER IV.

- Principal sulject— Cokkuption and Declension of the

CnuECH.

False Prophets—Two classes of them— Influence upon the Church— Conso'

lation and Warning— What preserves the Church— Difficult Text—
Strange Salvation— Curious Comment—The Ti'uth discovered—A true

Exposition— Import of the term World— Examples—How extensively

the Gospel was Preached in the Apostolic Age— Meaning of The End—
Erroneous Impression— Explanation — Design of the Prophecy—Anew
Explanation— When, and IIow, the Jewish Dispensation was consumma-

ted— The Beginning and the Ending — Objects of that Dispensation—
Its effect upon common Providence— Error of the Jews— How corrected

by Christ— Objection— Answer.

Verse 11. And many false prophets shall eibe, and shall dkckivk many.

This does not refer to the false Christs who had already

appeared, but to false teachers who would arise in great num-
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bers. And they would be. successful in deceiving many.

Our Lord seems to have the church particularly in view
;
yet

what he affirms would be also true respecting the Jncs as a

people. During the siege of Jerusalem, as Josephus informs

us, (War, B. 6, c. 5, 2,) " A false proj)het was the occasion of

these people's destruction, who had made a public proclama-

tion in the city that very day, that God commanded them to

get up upon the temple, and that there they should receive

miraculous signs of their deliverance. Now there was then

a great number of false prophets suborned by the tyrants to

imjiose on the people, who announced to them, that they

should wait for deliverance from God."

But the false prophets, or teachers, now referred to by the

Lord, were such as would come at an eariier <period, and

would more particularly affect the church. Tliey were such

as he had warned them against at a former time : Matt. vii. 15,

" Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's

clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves."

St. Paul also appears to have the same in view. Acts, xx.

29 ;
— "I know this, that after my departing, shall grievous

wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock. 30. Also

of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things,

to draw away disciples after them." And St. Peter has the

same in view, 2 Pet. ii. 1, " There were false prophets also

among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among
you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even de-

nying the Lord that bought them. 2. And many shall follow

their pernicious ways ; by reason of whom the way of truth

shall be evil spoken of.

Jude also has a bitter complaint against these false teachers

;

verse 4, " For there are certain men crept in unawares, who
were before of old ordained to this condcniMation ; ungodly

men, turning the grace of God into lasciviousness, and deny-

ing the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ."

"\Ye find that not only were the most vital doctrines denied,

and the most abominable taught, but the false teachers also

encouraged the most filthy practices. With these things in

remembrance, we arc prepared for the next verse.
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Verse. 12. And because iniquitt shall ABou>n), the love of mant shall wax
COLD.

How could it be otherwise ? either that iniquity should not

abound, under these circumstances ; or, abounding, that the

love of many should not wax cold ? With such a woful state

of things in the church, iniquity would pour in like a flood,

extinguishing the flame of love in many hearts.

But who would have anticipated such dreadful coiTuptions

in the church, so soon after the resurrection of the Saviour?

"While the blood of martyrdom was even then fertilizing the

earth, who would have expected such a luxuriance of wicked-

ness in the church ? It was even as Omniscience foretold.

Even under the apostolic ministry and government; within

the same generation that witnessed the baptism of Pentecost

;

in spite of divine admonitions, and living apostolic inspira-

tions ; notwithstanding all, the true church of Christ became

infested with schisms and heresies, and cm'sed with abound-

ing wickedness.

From this we may learn two things: 1. To beware of

pride and vain glorying. 2. liTot to despair : not even in the

most discouraging times. And when we see wickedness

abounding in the church, as well as in the world, we need not

give up all for lost ; it is nothing new under the sun ; and

God will still have a seed to serve liim.

" The love of many shall waas cold^

And it would be wonderful indeed if it were otherwise, in

such circumstances as these. "When the very fuel of purity

and truth, that was designed to feed the flame of love, is with-

held, and every disadvantage is in successful operation, love

must grow cold ; there is nothing left to sustain it. With

these persecutions from without, making havoc of the church
;

and with th^e cormpters making havoc within, is it not sur-

prising that the church was preserved ? It is surprising,

when we consider matters as they appear to the mere philoso-

pher ; but it is not surprising, when we consider that the

church is founded upon a Kock, and that God has sworn by
himself to defend and preserve it. The church'has a vitality,

in consequence of these diTine provisions, which her ene-
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mies are unable to destroy ; and ber identity is as imperisha-

ble as tbe souls that compose it.

Verse 13. But he that suall kndure unto the end, the same shall be saved.

To tbe end of wbat ? Sball be saved from wbat ? Two
celebrated commentaries now before tbe writer, wbicb abound

witb tbe favorite Jerusalem idea, pass entirely over this verse

!

Did it stand in tbe way of a favorite theory ? Two or three

others touch it so lightly, as to hardly treat it witb common
respect. But one noted commentary of world-wide reputa-

tion thus expounds

:

''But he that shall endure— the persecutions that sball

come

—

vmio the end ,' to the destruction of the Jewish polity,

without growing cold or apostatising— shall be saved, &ha\\

be delivered in all imminent dangers, and have his soul at

last brought to an eternal glory. It is very remarkable that

not a single Christian perished in the destruction of Jerusa-

lem, though there were many there when Cestius Gallus

invested the city ; and bad he persevered in the siege, he

would soon have rendered himself master of it ; but when he

unexpectedly and unaccountably raised the siege, the Chris-

tians took that opportunity to escape." {Dr. Clarice.)

Shall be saved from wbat ? Why, " he shall be delivered

in all imminent dangers." How definite ! How satisfactory !

It is this, then :
" He that shall oudure unto the end"— "-of

the Jewish polity, without growing cold or apostatising, shall

he saved ) shall be delivered in all imminent dangers !

"

Docs this mean saved from all imminent dangers ? or, being

in such dangers, they shall be saved in them ? To say they

shall be saved from all imminent dangers, is flatly contra-

dictory to the plainest historical facts, relating to the history

of the church in those after days. To say they sball be saved

m all imminent dangers, is nonsense, and a total perversion

of the word. But the commentary moans, that " not a single

Christian perished in the destruction of Jerusalem." Ah, that

is the salvation, then. Ho that endures to the end of the

danger, shall be saved from, or in, that danger! "Well, this

is information ! He that perseveres in endurance until all
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the calamities are brought to an end, shall be saved from

those calamities ! What a salvation

!

But what is the end until which they must endure ? Until

the end " of the Jewish polity," says the commentary. Ycry
well ; when did that end take place ? This same authority

applies the 29^A verse to that event, which relates to things,

" immediately after the tribulation of those days !

" Worse

and worse ! It amounts to this, then : If they endure until

" after the tribulation of those days," they shall he sa/vedfrom

'perishing in that trihulation !

There are two things in this comment which are deserving

of especial notice : (1.) They must endure to the end of the

Jewish polity.) which was " after the tribulation of those

days ;

" and, (2.) They made their escape from those calami-

ties at the time Cestius Gallus invested the city, which was

at the beginning of the war, and several years before the

tribulation of those days was ended ! Put this and that

together, and call the product salvation

!

But the end was the end of the war. No ; the war lasted

several years after this escape. It was the end of the siege.

No ; the final siege had not yet begun. Well, at all events,

it was the end of something that terminated about those days.

Yery good ; but as the promise reads, " He that endureth

unto the end shall be saved," it is proper to ask two or three

questions : (1.) Suppose, by reason of disease, accident, or

violence, they should be unable to endure to the end of the

Jewish polity ; does the promise save them ? (2.) Suppose

tliey endure unto that end, and then apostatise, as some that

we read of in the book of Revelation, does the promise save

them?

It is worthy of notice that the commentator seemed to

distrust his own teachings ; for, in connection with this tem-

poral salvation, he speaks of another ;
" Shall be delivered in

all imminent dangers, and have his soul at last brought to an

eternal glory. ''^ Truly, this puts a new face upon the whole

matter ; it looks very differently now. But how does it look

in the connection in which it stands ? Let us see :
" He that

endureth to the end"— " of the Jewish polity," trouble, war,
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Biege, or something else that is going to end about those

times— shall "have his soul brought to an eternal glory !

"

"Well, this is both definite and evangelical ! "We know now

just how long to remain steadfast in order to obtain eternal

glory

!

But you mistake the commentary : it means, He that en-

dureth— to the end of life. Does it, indeed ? Tlien why not

intimate such a thing ? "Why not say it at once, and avoid

this most wretched way of " darkening counsel by words

without knowledge ? " To the end of life. Yery good ; this

is right ; it is a pity that the thing was not stated so in the

exjjosition

!

This agrees with both common sense and Scripture ; for

jyrobation continues durijig life / and until life is ended, the

promise is not made sure. The spirit of the promise is this :

" Be thou laithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of

life." Rev. ii. 10. It was in prospect of immediate death

that the apostle was permitted to say, 2 Tim. iv. G, " For I

am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is

at hand. 7. I have fought a good fight, I have finished my
course, I have kept the faith ; 8. Henceforth there is laid up

for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the right-

eous Judge, shall give me at that day," &c. And this agrees

with our Lord's use of the promise in Matt. x. 22, where there

does not appear to be tlie remotest allusion to the Jewish

war.

How much better than the above quoted comment is that

of Richard "Watson! Says he, on this text,— "Kot to the

end of these persecutions and troubles ; for men may outlive

their sufferings for Christ's sake, and the grace, too, which

carried tliem through the trial, and fall away in times of sub-

sequent ease and prosperity. Much loss are we to underetand,

with others, by being sa/oed, being delivered from the calami-

ties of the siege of Jerusalem ; for these words, like the pre-

ceding verses, refer to Christians tliruughout the world, and

not merely to those in Jerusalem, or even in Judea. The

salvation, as the connection shows, is eternal salvation ; and

it is promised to them that endure. Here the word ub-o/xsvw
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may be taken in the sense of remmmng when others aposta-

tise and depart ; or in the sense of patiently sustaining all

the afflictions, and conflicts, and temptations spoken of, to the

end of life ; for then only is our salvation secure and certain."

This is wholesome, scriptural, and satisfactory. But such

expositions as the one just before examined, cannot be too

earnestly deprecated. But our task with that kind of com-

menting is not yet finished ; there is much more to come.

Verse 14. And this gospkl of the kingdom shall be preached in all the

WORLD FOR A WITNESS UNTO ALL NATIONS ; AND THEN SHALL THE END COME.

Whether the word world in this verse should be understood

in its most extensive import, as it is used in some places ; or

whether it should be understood in a somewhat limited sense,

as it is not unfrequently used, admits of a question. There

can be no doubt, however, but that it should be understood

in a very general sense, as including the greater proportion of

the habitable earth. Perhaps the ordinary colloquial import

of the term is sufficiently definite. We say all the world was
represented in the great London Exhibition. But we do not

wish to be understood in the most exact and extensive sense.

Alexander conquered the world, is a very common expression

;

but no one understands it in its most extensive import. Luke
ii. 2. " Tliere went out a decree from Csesar Augustus that

all the world should be taxed." Here is the same original

word that is used in the verse under notice. But it evidently

means the Roman empire, which did by no meansj^include

literally all the world.

But the word before us, in its present connections, should

not be limited to the empire ; for it was to be " unto all

nations." It is possible that it should be as unrestricted in

its ajiplication, as it is in Mark xvi. 15. " Go ye into all the

world, and preach the gospel to every creature." True, the

word in this text is xotfiJLov, and the word in the verse under

examination is oixov/xsvr] ; but a little attention to the use of the

words will show that they are used interchangeably. In Ro-
mans x. 18, we have this latter word used to show the general

promulgation of the gospel : " I say, Have they not heard?
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Yes, verily, their sound went into all the earth, and their

words unto the ends of the (oixovixsvy)?) world." Li Colossians

i. 6, we have the other word ; speaking of the general sj^read

of the gospel, it is said, " Which is come unto you, as it is in

all the (xorfixw) world." In Acts xvii. 31, where the universal

judgment is spoken of, the same word is used that we find in

the verse under notice. "Because he hath appointed a day,

in the which he will judge the (oixovjjievijv) world in righteous-

ness, .... wliereof he hath given assurance unto all

raen^^ &c. We perceive hy this that the word raay mean,

and sometimes does mean, the whole habitable world.

And there is not only no particular reason for restricting

the word in the verse before us ; but, on the other hand, there

is reason for understanding it in its fullest signification. Tliis

is shown by the above quotations from Rom. x. 18, and Col.

i. 6, where it is distinctly afiirmed that the gospel had been

carried throughout the world. And the same thing is affirmed

very plainly in the 23d verse of the last mentioned chapter :

" Which was preaclied to every creature under heaven."

And this is proved also by reliable history. Eusebius, B.

2, c. 3, says, (and he speaks of the period before the destruc-

tion of Jerusalem,) " Thus, then, under a celestial influence

and cooperation, the doctrine of the Saviour, like the rays of

the sun, quickly irradiated the whole world. Presently, in

accordance with divine prophecy, tlie sound of his inspired

evangelists and apostles had gone throughout all the earth,

and their words to the end of the world." It would seem

as if these proofs ought to be deemed sufficient to establish the

conclusion respecting the extent of the signification of tliis

word, especially as there is nothing to show to the contrary.

" And then shall the end come?''

Wliat end is here intended? Answer— the end about

which they inquired ; but not the end as they imderstood it.

"What shall be the sign of thy coming, and of tlie end of the

(aiwvof) afje^ or dispensationf This rendering is according to

the best authorities. The question appears to liave been this

:

What shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the (covteXeio^)
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finishing, ov consummation of tlie (ai^vog) «^6— the present

age, or duration of time that is to term^inate when thou com-

est ? Bj examining the cliapter devoted to these inquiries,

(Part 1, chap. 3,) there will be no difficulty in understanding

what follows. The end here spoken of is undoubtedly the

same that they had in view m their interrogations. It had a

Jewish signification, and related to the closing up of the

a»cjvof then passing, and the establishment of the Messianic

dispensation. But the manner in which they propounded

their questions, manifested confusion and error in their appre-

hension of the subject. And the Tlieory of this Exposition

supposes that this discourse of our Lord was designed to cor-

rect their erroneous impressions, and confirm them in the

truth.

The note of "Wesley is to the point, and characteristic of

his remarkable clearness and precision. "The disciples

inquire confusedly, 1, Concerning the time of the destruction

of the temple ; 2, Concerning the signs of Christ's coming,

and of the end of the world, as if they imagined these two

were the same thing."

The confusion of the disciples had respect to two things—
1. Supposing that Christ's coming spiritually, for the establish-

ment of the Mediatorial kingdom, which would be during

their own natural lifetime, was the same as the personal,

visible advent for the judgment of the world, which will be

at the final consummation— not of the Jewish period— but

of the probation of the nations of the earth, when all nations

shall be judged. They were also in error, 2, In supposing

that the destruction of the temple would be synchronous with

the coming of Christ, as they understood that coming, and as

just above explained. This statement of the case is of great

importance to a correct understanding of what follows.

In view of the erroneous impression of the disciples, our

Lord undertakes to show them three things : 1, The (rfuvrsXsia)

consummation of that age ; 2, Tlie destruction of the temple,

and its attending calamities ; 3, The judgment advent of the

Son of man, at the end of the world.

These three things he presents in their respective order, and
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gays the strictest regard to the chronology of the events.

The verse under notice rehates to tlie consummation of the

then present (awvof) age ; and it teaches not only when, but

how, it should terminate.

The author is apprised that what lie is about to advance

concerning the time and manner of closing up the Jevnsh

age is entirely new. And it ought to be new ; for, after years

of research, he has not had the happiness of finding any ex-

planation of this subject that has appeared to be consistent

either with the Scriptures, or with itself.

But to the question

:

" And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all

the world, for a witness unto all nations ; and then shall the

end come."

The complete and literal accomplishment of the fii-st part

of this prediction, has already been shown in the proper place.

And it has been proved to have been fulfilled during the

apostolic times. We now proceed to speak of the end which

should result from that fulfillment.

God raised up, separated, and peculiarly distinguished and

governed, the Jewish people. And it was for the accomplish-

ment of a distinct and peculiar puqDose, during a definite and

limited time. They were chosen to receive a jjarticular

knowledge of the nature and will of God, and to preserve

that knowledge in the midst of the darkness and idolatry of

the world ; so that, at a more suitable time, when God should

think advisable, it might be communicated to the world

generally.

Intimately connected with this general design, there was

another, more specific, and, if possible, more important : Tlic

world was, in due time, to be taught (perhaps it should read,

retaught) the divine method of salvation, through the sacrifi-

cial suficriug and death of God's own beloved Son, Hence,

for this two-fold purpose, the Jews received not only the

moral law, by whicli is tlie knowledge of sin ; l)ut also the

ceremonial law, by which to sliow the salvation from sin.

The moral law of necessity implies and contains all appropri-

ate doctrines and duties. Tlic ceremonial law as necessarily
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contained multiform typical services, designed to show both

the necessity and nature of salvation, through the sacrificial

Buflfering and death of another.

These statements need not be enlarged upon, in this connec-

tion, for they are understood by all who will candidly examine

this Exposition.

Now this two-fold purpose God undertook to accomplish by

means of the Jewish nation, until Divine Wisdom should see

fit to fufiU the typical dispensation, by the sacrificial death

and offering of Jesus Christ once for all. Christ was the

Lamb of God to which all previous offerings significantly

pointed. Whatever human ignorance may think of this, it

was undeniably the design and method of Infinite Wisdom.

And the Jewish people were selected for the purpose of carry-

ing this double purpose forward to completion.

As one would reasonable expect, the divine administration

over the world had always a particular respect to the accom-

plishment of this object, as it was, for a definite period, com-

mitted to the Jews. This great purpose was ever distinctly

in view by the divine Mind, in all the principal events of that

former dispensation. All would be dark, inexplicably dark,

and unsatisfying, but for this.

Kow, that period of time during which this matter was

intrusted to that peojjle, and for whose sake, on this account,

the world was more or less affected and governed, was em-

phatically the Jewish {aiuvos) age. Everything in the divine

administration was more or less Jewish in its reference and

tendency, for this specific reason. It was a peculiar age for

a peculiar purpose. And as it was not designed to be eternal,

but temporary, it was necessarily limited to the period of its

propriety, and then must terminate.

The time of limiting the light of God's will and nature to

that people, must in due time have an end ; and then God
would send out his light and his truth abroad unto all people.

Then there would be no longer any necessity or propriety in

confining to that people the glad tidings of salvation through

the redemption wrought out by the world's Redeemer. The
door of information and privilege must then be opened to the
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excluded nations. The middle wall of separating exclusive-

ness must then be broken down. And this must terminate

that peculiar dispensation. It will then have accomplished

its purpose ; and will be dismissed from its position in the

divine government.

But it would not be corrvpletely ended in a moment, for it

did not completely begin in a moment. It required progressive

and gradual consummation hoth in heginning and ending.

We might suppose that ajwvoj hegan with the call of Abraham

;

but did it then have the written and ceremonial law ? Could

it then systematically and significantly typify the priesthood

and sacrifice of Christ? No ; and yet that age was, to some

extent, hegun.

We might suppose it began with the Exodus from Egypt

;

but were the typical institutions completely selected and

established ? 'No ; but there had been progress. It was not

until after the giving of the law, and the consecration of the

Levitical priesthood, and the setting up of the tabernacle,

that tlie typical aiuvoj was fulli/ established. It was not

unbegun before ; but it was uncomplete until then.

Just so in the ending or consummation of that period ; it is

easy to perceive that even with John the Baptist it began to

terminate : " The law and the prophets were until John

;

since that time the kingdom of God is preached, and every

man presseth into it." Luke xvi, 16. And wiien Christ and

his first embassy of apostles began to preach, " The kingdom

of heaven is at hand," there had been progress from John;

but there was still farther progress to make. Tlie new dis-

pensation began to jostle and to crowd the other ; but both

seemed for a time to coexist. The dawning of the new day

began to shed twilight over the Israelitish hills ; but the day

liad not yet fully come. " Let thy kingdom come," was still

the prayer of the church. And yet the Saviour afiirmed, " K
I by the finger of God cast out devils, no doubt but tlie king-

dom of God is come upon you." Luke xi. 20. The view of

the subject here defended, is the only one that can naturally

harmonize thoi^e passages whicli teach that the kingdom liad

come, was nighy and was yet to come. The fact is, the new
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dispensation was gradual in comjjleting its heginning / and

the old dispensation was as gradual in comjpl-eting its consum-

mation. When the Lamb of God was made an oifering for

sin, so far as sa/ving efficacy was concerned, the old dispensa-

tion was ended, and the new one established.

But still the time had not yet arrived for ojKning the door

to the Gentiles / the keys were already in the hands of the

apostles ; but they had not learned how to use them. They

were instructed in relation to their duty to disciple all nations

;

but commanded to begin at Jerusalem, and for a season to

tarry there. God had not yet granted this salvation to the

Gentiles. But the old dispensation, in regard to its exclusive-

ness, was now ended ; the door of salvation was opened to

the whole world. Yet one thing of importance remained : the

hitherto excluded nations must now be infoi'medoi their com-

mon election to the privileges of the new dispensation ; and

the far-off and universally scattered tribes of Israel, yet

remaining in conscientious observance of the fulfilled institu-

tions of the Jewish aiwvo?, must now be visited by the ambas-

sadors of the new kingdom, and invited to bow to the sceptre

that governs to save. The obligation^ the exclusiveness, the

primleges^ and the efficacy of the Jewish dispensation home

already ended / and hut this one thing remains to complete

its t&rmi/)%ation.

Wlien shall the end be ? and how shall it be ? Answer

:

" And this gospel of the hingdom shall he preached in all the

world, for a witness mito all nations ; and then shall the

END BE."

As from the call of Abraham to the setting up of the

tabernacle, it was progressing to its complete heginning y so

from the days of John until this universal testimony to the

nations, it was passing away, one thing after another, until its

complete endmg. This shall be the end.

But the end would not come as they supposed it would.

They thought Christ would then make his appearance in hia

judgment character, to establish such a worldly kingdom as

the Jews were generally and fondly expecting. They antici-

pated some great and violent commotion, of which the
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destruction of tlie unbelieving Jews, with tlieir holy house,

would be a part. Tlie predicted commotions and general

judgment of the nations, at the closing uj) of the Gospel age,

as related in Matt. xiii. and elsewhere, they had confounded

with the extensive commotions and particular judgment of

the Jewish people, at the closing up of the Jewish age. And
this great mistake originated from their erroneous conceptions

of Messiah's kingdom. The discourse of Christ wa.s undoubt-

edly intended to correct tlieir errors ; and most clearly did it

do so, if we may judge from its adaptation.

It is lamentable that this misconception of the matter which

the disciples manifested, and which our Lord undertook to

correct, should still be propagated, to the confusion of God's

people, and the encouragement of error and delusion.

Up to this point in the prophecy, our Lord has accomplished

two things : 1. lie has corrected their misconception, that

the end of the Jewish age would synchronise with his second

personal coming to judgment. He has passed on from one

event to another, with strict regard to the chi'onologic order,

and conducted them down to the end of which they inquired,

without a single reference to his personal coming. Thus has

he corrected their erroneous impression in respect to that

point. 2. In the second place, he has taught them that the

nature of his kingdom* is not such as they expected : it will

not come " with observation : " it will not be an earthly, visi-

ble kingdom ; but one that will be established and spread

abroad by the suifering, martyrdom, and testuuony of his

disciples ; and its establishment completed by the miiversal

proclamation of the Gospel.

To this view there may be urged this objection : Tliat the

phrase rfuvreXEiag rou aiwvoff, in Matt, xxiv., and which event ter-

minated before the fall of Jerusalem, is the same as in Matt,

xiii., where it evidently refers, not to the end of the Jewish

age, but to the end of the world.

Tlic point of tlie objection is this : Tliat in Matt. xxiv. the

aiuwg terminated prc^^ously to the destruction of Jerusalem

;

• During the Gospel diepensation.
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whereas, in Matt. xiii. we understand tlie term to refer to the

end of the world, at the day of judgment.

Just so ; and this is the answer

—

1. Tou aiwvoff, in Matt, xxiv., was evidently the Jewish age,

which had just been the subject of discourse, and was then

the matter of conversation and inquiry.

2. But, in Matt, xiii., the Jewish age or dispensation was

neither directly nor indirectly referred to ; and did not in

any sense form the subject of inquiry or discourse.

3. The "kingdom of heaven"— the Messianic age—was

distinctly and confessedly the subject of the parables contain-

ing the phrase in question. And in every instance, to guard

against being misunderstood, the parables were thus intro-

duced— " Tlie kingdom of heaven is like," &c.

' 4. Finally, as must be evident to all, the aiwvo^ referred to in

both portions of the record, was the specific age which was

then the special subject of inquiry and discourse. Therefore,

what is affirmed of the end of the aiuvo? in Matt, xiii, has no

proper connection with what is affirmed of the end of the

aiwvoj in the verse under comment; for, in one place, the

swTsXsia, of the Jewish dispensation is referred to ; and, in the

other place, the tfuvreXsia of the Messianic.

9
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CHAPTER V.

Principal subject— Fught of the Cheistiaks.

Progressive order of the Prophecy— What is indicated by the Inquiries that

led to the Prophecy — When did the Christians flee from Jerusalem?

—

•

Difficulty in determining— Strange blunders in quoting Ilistory— What
was the Signal for beginning the Flight— Abortive efforts to determine—
The Source of Information— Probable time of the Flight—Three Consid-

•jrations— Interesting Parenthesis— Further Information concerning the

Flight—Two Aspects of the Signal— Wisdom of the Lord's Direction—
Benefit to Christians of all countries— Description of the Flight— Regu-

lations of the Flight— IIow the Families were Saved— Our Lord's Proph-

ecy partly a Compilation—Why tliose days were called Days of Vengeance

—How long they were to continue —An important consideration— Con-

dition of Women with young Children— Time of the Year when the Flight

occurred—Why not on the Sabbath— Numbers Destroyed and taken Cap-

tive during the War— The Elect for whose sake those days were shortened.

Verne 15. When ye tuerefore ssall see [Luke: Jeedsalkm compassed with

AiMIEs] THE abomination OF DESOLATION SPOKEN OF BY DaNIELTOE PHOPHET [STAND-

ING] [Mark: where it ought not,] in the holy place, (whoso eeadeth, let him

UNDERSTAND,) [Luke : then know that the desolation thereof is nigh.]

Verse 16. Then let them which be in Judea fi.ee into the mountains.

Having finished hia discourse respecting the events which

would occur previously to the first siege of Jerusalem, and

thereby answered the inquiry concerning the consummation

of that age, our Lord now proceeds to speak of the time and

manner of tlie destruction of the temple, and the attending

and resulting calamities. This would answer another of their

inquiries, and remove their erroneous impressions respecting

the successive order of the events. From the order of their

interrogations, it would seem that they had either no definite

conception of the chronologic relation of the events, or else

supposed that tlie first in order would bo the destruction of

tlie temple ; following that, the coming of Christ ; then, the

end of the world.

Our D)rd now gives them to understand, (1.) That the several
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events would not occur at the same time, but would transpire

in a determinate order. (2.) That the first would be the end

of the aiwvojj about which they inquired ; then, the destruction

of the temple, and the general desolation. He now proceeds

to speak of the period of time that follows the consummation

of the Jewish aiwvo?,—a period which is not yet finished ; and

will not be, until Jerusalem ceases to be trodden down under

the feet of the Gentiles.

" When ye t/ierefore shall see Jerusalem com/passed with

afmiesP

The destruction and desolation would be effected by armies.

The city should be besieged— compassed with armies. It

would not be desolated by earthquakes, or by any natural con-

vulsion; but men— men in armies— would destroy it. In

this we observe again the definiteness and minuteness of our

Lord's predictions. When they should see' these surrounding

armies, they were directed to take their fiight into the

mountains.

Now it may be supposed by some that there could be no

difficulty in ascertaining the precise time when the Christians

were to begin their flight. But after a thorough investigation

of this subject, the author finds that this point is involved in

great uncertainty. It is generally supposed to refer to the

siege at the beginning of the war, when Cestius Gallus so

suddenly and unexpectedly retired from the city. Tliere are

many affirmations to this effect ; but there are but few references

to history. And, what is certainly surprising, the uswil ref-

erences do not sustoum the jpovnt which they are quoted to^rave.

For instance, Newton on the Prophecies,* p. 344, assumes

and explains as follows :
" When therefore the Roman army

shall adfvance to hesiege Jerusalmin^ then let them who are in

Judea consult their own safety, and fly int<D the mountains.

This counsel was wisely remembered, and put in practice by
the Christians afterwards. Josephus informs us, tliat v)h-en

Cestius Oalius ca/me with his army against Jerusalem, many
fled from the city as if it would be taken presently : and after

* Lond. ed., 1 vol 8vo, ; reprinted at Phila., 1850-
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his retreat, many of the noble Jews departed out of the city,

as out of a sinking ship," &c. Tlie reference is to War, B. 2,

c. 19, s. 6. Now this reference does not sustain tlie position

assumed ; for, (1.) Josephus is not speaking of Christians at

all, hut of a very different class of persons ; and, (2.) he is not

speaking of what was done, "when Cestius Gallus advanced

to besiege Jerusalem," and " came with his army against Je-

rusalem ; " but of what was done a/te?' the city had heen hesieged,

and when the citizens thought the place was about to be taken.

"And now it was that a horrible fear seized upon the seditious,

insomuch that many of them ran out of the city, as tliough it

were to be taken immediately." But what has tliis to do with

the point at issue ? It neither relates to the time, nor to the

characters, which Newton's use of the quotation supposes.

Newton also refers to two other periods, subsequent to the

first, when he supposes the opportunity was given to the

Christians to begin their flight. The first reference is to War,

B. 2, c. 20, 8. 1. : "After this calamity had befallen Cestius,

many of the most eminent of the Jews swam away from the

city, as from a ship when it was going to sink." Now it is by

no means certain, and but barely possible, that this was the

time of the flight ; for it is exceedingly unlikely that Josephus

would speak of Christians as " the most eminent of the Jews."

And what stands in connection with the quotation, renders

the inference still less probable. The third quotation is still

less relevant than the former : War, B. 4, c. 8, s. 2 :
" Here-

upon a great multitude prevented their approach, and came

out of Jericho, and fled to those mountainous parts over

against Jerusalem," &c.

Now, observe, (1.) Tliat this happened several years after

tlie former ; so that if the signal for beginning the flight had

appeared so long before, as the former quotations were de-

signed to prove, then there could be no probability in the

supposition that these fugitives were such as were guided by

the ])rcdiction of Christ. Everything favors the conclusion

that tlicy were not Christians, but Jews merely, who had been

engaged in the war, until further efforts were deemed to be

hopeless. And observe, (2.) That the flight of the multitude
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here alluded to, happened ne<w the close of the wa/r^ when " all

the places beyond Jordan had been subdued already ;

" and

when the whole country north, south, and west, had been rav-

aged by the Romans. This flight of the multitude from Jeri-

cho was several years too late in the war for Christians to

escape the calamities,, as the Lord undoubtedly designed they

should by giving them such a definite signal. Furthermore,

observe, (3.) That Jerusalem was not then, and for several

years had not been, " compassed with a/rmies^'' standing in tlie

holy place, or in its immediate vicinity. So much for these

quotations.

From this utterly abortive attempt of Newton to show from

Josephus the particular time which the Lord had in view, in

directing the period of the flight, we must be impressed with

these two things : 1. The difficulty ofdetermining the precise

period: 2. The irrelevancy and insufficiency of these standard

references to ancient history.

We have another example of the same kind in Dr. Clarke's

Commentary on verse 13, of the chapter before us :
" It is

very remarkable that not a single Christian perished in the

destruction of Jerusalem, though there were many there when
Cestkts Gallus invested tlie city ; and had he persevered in the

siege, he would have soon rendered himself master of it ; but

when he unexpectedly and unaccountably raised the siege,

the Christians took that opportunity to escape. See Eusebius

Sist. Eccles. B. 3, c. 5, and Mr. Reading's note there ; and see

also the note here on verse 20."

Now, it is certain tliat Eusebius does not, in the place re-

ferred to, speak of Cestius at all ; neither does he speak of the

time when the Christians took their flight ; but simply states

\h.Q,faH of their escape. If anything respecting the Uirne can

be inferred from Eusebius, it will be totally inaj^plicablc, and

directly at variance with the Doctor's use of him ; for Eusebius

understood our Lord to speak of the time when " the abomi-

nation of desolation, according to the prophetic declaration,

stood in the very temple of God.'''' But this did not take place

until several yea/rs after the attack made hy Cestius^ to which

Dr. Clarke refers. And, furthermore, it was not until about
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the end of the war ; and yet it was to be the signal for begin-

ning the flight, in order to escape the calamities of the war

!

It is worthy of notice, that Bishop Newton refers to this

very place in Eusebius, not to prove that the flight occurred

at the approach or retreat of Cestius ; but to show that it took

place several years afterwards, "when Vespasian was drawing

his forces toward Jerusalem !

" Well, we know that even this

was some time previous to the final siege of the city ; and, of

course, still longer before the abomination of desolation "stood

in the very temple of God," as Eusebius understood it ; for

this did not occur until the close of the war under Titdis / So

much for the agreement, relevancy, and value of these stand-

ard historical references ! This will do for the present : there

will be more examples hereafter.

Dr. Clarke and Bishop Newton both suppose that tlie sig-

nal by which the Christians were to regulate their flight, was

displayed at difierent times during the war ; and, consequently,

tliat the flight may have occurred at diflPerent times. The

Doctor supposes " It was in tliese incidental delays that the

Christians, and indeed several others, provided for their own
safety Ity flight." And the Bishop extends the time from the

approach of Cestius, at tlie first siege, to the approach of Yes-

pasian, a year or two afterward. Eusebius does not fix the

date of the flight ; but speaks of the Christians removing from

Jerusalem, in such a way as to make it easy to infer that they

escaped the miseries of the war, and, consequently, that it

must have been at an early period. His words are, {B. 3, c.

5,) " The whole body, liowever, of the church at Jerusalem,

having been commanded l)y a divine revehation, given to men

of approved piety there before the war, removed from the

city, and dwelt at a certain town beyond the Jordan, called

Bella. Here, those that believed in Christ, having removed

from Jerusalem, as if holy men had entirely abandoned the

royal city itself, and the whole land of Judea," &c.

Now, whatever may have been the signal, it is evident that

it was something definite, easily and generally understood,

and designed to arouse the believers to an instant flight from

every part of the land, as well as from the capital city. Those
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upon the house-top were admonished not to delay long enough

even to go down into the house to take anything away.

There was such pressing haste that it would be hazardous to

return from the field, to get the garment that could not he

worn conveniently as they went forth to labor. This signal

to begin the flight must have been some definite, suddenly,

and distinctly appearing signal, which would instantaneously

admonish them when the precise moment had come. There

can be no mistake in this. But does this agree with the sup-

positions above noticed, where the two excellent authors seem

to find evidences that the signal and tlie flight occurred at

various intervals during the war, even down so late as the

flight of the multitude from Jericho, on th'e approach of Ye^s-

j>asianf Could a signal that was designed to excite such

general and breathless haste, be of such a nature as to occur

at intervals, and be several years in having its complete

fulfillment ?

It is possible, after all, to throw some light upon this inter-

esting subject. But, in doing so, the Scriptures must be our

principal source of information.

To know what the signal was, let it be observed, (1.) That

it was " the abomination of desolation spoken of by Daniel

the prophet, standing in the holy place, where it ought not"

And our Saviour himself* defines it to be in some way asso-

ciated with " Jerusalem compassed with armies." By turning

to the prophecy of Daniel, chapter ix. 26, we find what our

Lord probably had in view : "And the people of the prince

that shall come, shall destroy the city and the sanctuary ; and

the end thereof shall be with a flood ; and unto the end of

the war desolations are determined. 27. And he shall con-

firm the covenant with many for one week : and in the midst

of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to

cease, and for the overspreading of abominations, he shall

make it desolate, even until the consummation, and that de-

termined shall be poured upon the desolate." In chapter xii.

11, we have another reference to the same thing : "And trom

* See the Harmony, or the passage at the head of this chapter.
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the time that the daily sacrifice shall be taken a"vraj, and the

abomination that maketh desolate set up," &c.

Now, without the liistory of the fulfillment of what has

already been accomplished, it would probably be very difiicult

to understand this prophecy to which Christ referred. And,

even now, there are some expressions which we may not be

able to comprehend. But, favored with a subsequent parallel

prediction, and a subsequent history, we may safely conclude

that the, " city and the sanctuary " that were to be destroyed,

were Jerusalem and its temple. And, by " the people of tlie

prince," we should understand the Romans. " The end there-

of shall be with a flood ; and unto the end of the war defsola-

tions are determined," probably indicates that, at the beginning

of the war, " the people of the prince " would come in com-

paratively small numbers ; but, in " the end thereof," they

would come in much greater numbers : they would overflow

like a flood. "And unto tlie end of the war desolations are

determined," seems to indicate that, from the small beginnings,

there should continue to flow a full tide of desolations, until

the whole land should be made desolate. " The daily sacrifice"

was to be " taken away," and " the abomination of desolation

set up."

The first part of this prediction would of course be accom-

plished, when the sanctuary was destroyed ; and the setting

up of the abomination of desolation may refer to the planting

of the idolatrous Roman ensigns in the courts of the temple,

where Jehovah had recorded his name. But when was this

accomplished ? There was a remarkable instance of the kind

during the administration of Pontius Pilate, which occasioned

a tremendous commotion among the Jews. See Josephus,

Ant. B. 18, c. 3, s. 1. But this instance of setting up the

abomination in the holy place occurred at too early a period

to have been the one alluded to by Christ. Besides, it was

not connected with the other circumstances which should

attend the instance described by him. The most noted in-

stance that happened subsequently, was, when Titus took and

destroyed the lower city, and the lioly house was burned.

"And now tlie Romans, upon the flight of the seditious into
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the [upper] city, and upon the burning of the holy house

itself, and of all the buildings round about it, brought their

ensigns to the temple^^ and set them over against the eastern

gate ; and there they offered sacrifices to themP War^ B. 6,

G. 6, s. 1.

IsTow this instance of setting up the abomination in the holy

place, " where it ought not," occurred when the daily sacrifice

was permanently taken away ; for the place of sacrificing was

itself destroyed. But, notwithstanding, this could not have

been the setting up of the abomination which the Lord had

in view ; for it was now too late for the Christians either to

avoid the war in the country, or the siege in the city, since

the transaction took place at the close of the war. Were it not

for this single consideration, the exact correspondency of this

event with the prediction by Daniel, would render it quite

certain that it was the precise period which Christ had in

view, as the signal for the Christians' flight.

These various considerations appear to make it almost cer-

tain, that the disciples beheld the watched-for signal for begin-

ning their flight, at the time that Cestius so imexpectedly

retreated from the city. But it must be evident that our

reasons for this conclusion are founded less in the manifesta-

tion of the signal, as described by the Lord, than in the appro-

priateness of the time. Those who venture to assert anything

on this subject, ought not to be very positive ; and those who
undertake top7'ove it by references to ancient history, under-

take— as we have already shown— a very difficult thing.

There are three considerations which render the common
conviction in reference to the time of the flight quite probable

— perhaps certain. 1. The retreat of Cestius happened at the

right time for Christians to escape, so as to avoid the miseries

of the war. When the invader fled from the city, there was

no hindrance from without to prevent their escape. And
when the Jewish warriors rushed out in pursuit, there was
probably nothing within the city to prevent the escape. Per-

haps this was the only moment during the whole war when

* The walls, of course, were still standing.
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botli the parties that might have prevented the flight, were

situated so as to ofler no impediment. 2. As this hasty re-

treat and instant pursuit were wholly unlooked for by any of

the people, and probably began in a moment of unaccountable

panic on the part of the Romans, the Christians would very

properly seize upon that instant to obey their Lord's direction,

not knowing how soon the Romans, or the Jewish warriors,

might return. And at that moment, probably, the gates were

neither shut nor guarded. And this may satisfactorily account

for the urgency and raj>idity of the flight. And it may be ob-

served, too, as an important circumstance, that the retreat of

Cestius was down the north-western way to the coast, leaving

unguarded the road by Jericho across the river, for the Chris-

tians to escape to the mountains east of Jordan. 3. Something

may be offered, likewise, in relation to one of the signs which

were to apprise tliem when to flee to the hills : Jerusalem was

to be encompassed with armies. Ti"ue, it was not so at that

morneni ; for if it had been, how could they have escaped ?

But then it had been surrounded ; and as soon as this part of

the signal was fulfilled, the disciples probably understood that

the time had arrived ; and they may have been seriously

embarrassed with the impracticability of obeying the Lord's

admonition. It is not unlikely that it became a subject of in-

quiry, debate, and prayer. Tlie signal was displayed ; the

voice of the Lord seemed to sound in their ears. Escape to the

mountains ; but how could they obey him ? " Jerusalem was

compassed with armies :" the very signal to flee prevented

their flight. To endeavor to desert to the Romans would in-

sure death from the Jews ; and to try to escape in any other

way would insure death from the Romans. Besides, supposing

that the more courageous and athletic of the Christian men

should succeed in spite of both Jew and Roman ; what would

become of the wcmien and children f "Would a Christian hus-

band and father flee from danger and suffering, and leave his

family without his presence and protection ? Did our Saviour

give such direction to escape, and foresee no ai)propriate op-

portunity? " Stand still," O ye believing, watching, yet trem-

bling saints, and " see the salvation of the Lord !
" The time
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of flight has come. Prepare your families for the escape.

Understand among yourselves how and where to go. Post

your sentinels upon the house-tops, and wait and listen for the

TThoment to flee. All ajpjpeavances are against you ; but the

word of the Lord is sure : wait in readiness ; wait in faith.

Hark! do you hear that tumult? Is it the battle cry of the

Romans as they break into the temple ? I^ay, verily : they

retreat ! they retreat ! The Jews rush out in disorder after

them ! They pause not to close the gates ! The highway to

the hills is open ! Fly ! fly to the mountains ! Christian

father, bear the youngest on your bosom ; lead the feeble by

the hand : the God of the individual is the God of the family

;

ye may all escape together.

And it may be observed, furthermore, that " the abomina-

tion that maketh desolate," if it referred to the ensigns of the

Romans, was at that time seen to " stand in the holy place,

where it ought not." For Cestius had just then succeeded in

making his way to the very gates of the temple, and seemed

on the very point of breaking in. And, if the symbols of

idolatry were not set up within the very shadow of the sanc-

tuary, at least the idolaters were there, and were battering the

very gates that enclosed it.

From this position of progress and success, the panic-struck

besieger desisted and fled, to the surprise of the besieged, and

to the pleasure and deliverance of the Chjistians.

" Whoso readeth^ let him understand^

This parenthetic admonition was perhaps spoken by our

Lord himself ; not with reference to the foreseen record of his

own prophecy, but to the j)rophecy of Daniel, to which he

had just referred. It is possible, however, that it was added

by the evangelists Matthew and Mark, and referred to what

they had just recorded. It is an unusual and remarkable

addition to the discourse, whether spoken by Christ, or added

by the historians. The wisdom of the advice, however, is

quite evident ; for, plain as the matter may be deemed by
some, the foregoing observations have probably proved that

unusual attention must be given to the sifbject, in order to
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niiderstand it. Tliis is a principal reason for permitting it to

occui^y so many of these pages.

" TKen know that the desolation thereof is nigh"

The ruin of the city, and the destruction of the temple,

about which you inquire, will then be nigh at hand. The

Jews may, indeed, obtain some immediate advantage over

their enemies, and chase them away ; and the city may be

delivered from the imminent danger. But it will be for a

short time only ; for the desolation of the city is nigh at hand.

The retreating Komans will soon return with a still mightier

force, and overflow the land with desolation and death, as the

prophet Daniel has foretold. Understand the prophecy, for it

applies to this very thing ; and when you behold the signal

which I give you, remember that the ruin which he foretold,

and which I foretel, is nigh at hand.
" Theii Id them which he in Judeaflee into the mountains"

Do not trust the appearance of the triumph which the Jews

may gain over the Romans, and settle down, hoping not to be

molested again. Wlicn the danger shall seem to be removed,

and men shall rejoice, and anticipate an easy defence in fu-

ture attacks, then do you improve the opportunity, and flee

into the mountains. Not only flee from Jerusalem, but from

every part of the country ; for the desolation that shall destroy

the city, shall first deluge the whole land : every part shall be

laid waste. Men may cry, Peace and safety ; but do not be

deceived ; flee for your lives to the mountainous refuges,

where the destroyer may not pursue you.

"Z<?^ them which he in Judea" flee.

As before observed, the signal which was to determine the

flight from the city, was also designed to notify the whole

country. And it may somewhat relieve the difficulty in de-

termining when the specific signal appeared, by considering

the fact, that it was not designed for the inhabitants of Jeru-

salem only, but for those in every ])art of tlic land. To those

living out ofJerusalem it would be a iiivurable time for flight,

when the invading forces were concentrated about the capital.

They would not then be likely to obstruct the flight of such

as might endeavor to escape to places of safety. The intense
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interest wlii6li the Jews felt for their holy city and temple,

would lead them to watch with sleepless anxiety the progress

and positions of the enemy. The fact of the siege of the city,

and the success of the besiegers, would, in some way, be per-

ceived or understood by the inhabitants in the vicinity ; and

the reports of the case would fly with almost telegraphic des-

patch to every part of the country. As soon, then, as it should

become known that the invaders had settled down about the

city, and planted their standards for a permanent encamp-

ment, then the disciples in Judea must begin their flight.

Tlien the Romans would not be in a situation to hinder them

;

and the unbelieving Jews would be much interested and oc-

cupied with the affairs of their beloved metropolis. Tlius the

signal for beginning the escape would answer for those in the

country, as well as for those in the capital. There would be

this difference, however: when Jerusalem was compassed

witli armies, it would indicate to thos'e in the country that

the tinie had come to l)egin their flight ; while, to the inhabi-

tants of the city, it would indicate that the time had come,

and that they must be every moment on the watch for the

opportunity. This would tend to keep them constantly in

readiness, so that the very moment the Jews rushed out after

the retreating invaders, (supposing that the flight occurred at

this time,) the Christians would perceive that the moment—
the precise moment— had come, and would be in perfect

readiness to improve it.

[LuTce: And let them which aee in the midst of it depart out; and let not

THEM THAT AUE IN THE CODNTEIEa ENTER THEREIN.]

The connection of these sentences shows that they refer to

the country more particularly than to the metropolis. IIow-

ever safe the country may appear, when the Romans are con-*

centrated about Jerusalem, or when they are chased out of

Judea, yet do not let those who may then be in the neighbor-

ing countries venture to enter the ill-ftited territory. There

were many inducements which would be likely to draw the

neighboring people into the dangerous region ; such as, (1.)

The romantic, as well as religious, attachment which the peo-
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pie— both Jews and Christians— felt for the land of their

fathers, and which tended always to draw them as frequently

as possible to visit the land of promise. (2.) The great festi-

vals which occurred with frequency, and which the Jews from

all parts of the world naturally desired to attend, would—
unless they were admonished of the danger— bring vast mul-

titudes into the country. (3.) Perhaps, also, the scarcity of

provisions resulting from the unsettled condition of the coun-

try, might induce many to come tliither for a market, (i.)

Some of the great thoroughfares between the northern and

southern countries led directly through Judea ; and, without

previous warning, tlie people would be likely to continue

their journeys through that country as they had been accus-

tomed to do. (5.) And it is evident that there could be no

sufficient occasion for Christians to enter Judea at that time,

for the purpose of preaching the gospel ; for, first, The minds

of the unbelieving Jews would not be favorably disposed, at

such a time, for hearing and obeying the doctrines of Jesus.

And, secondly, God had provided expressly for the publication

of the gospel in that country, before it was proclaimed else-

where ; and the day of especial privilege for that people would

now be past.

There would be two principal reasons for not coming into

the country at that juncture, even should the invaders be

driven away : Tliey would soon return again with greatly in-

creased numbers, to ravage and desolate the land. And,

again, the moment they should be driven away, the Jews, in

expectation of their return, -^ould be everywhere occupied in

organizing their armies, manufacturing armor, and fortifying

their cities. And they would desire to press into these services

every man tliey could lay hold of And if the Christians did

not escape before this juncture, it would be difficult for them

to do so. That such were the facts in the case, is particularly

shown in the second Appendix.

Thus the two-fold admonition to those living within Judea,

and those living without it, was equally important in both of

its parts. And it should be borne in mind, that this prophecy

of Christ soon became distributed, and was in the hands of
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Christians in all parts of the world ; so that these specific di-

rections of our Saviour not only served to show his people

how to shun the calamities of the war, by fleeing from the

country, but also by keeping away, if they were not at the

time residing there.

Verse 11 : Let him which is on the house top not oome down to take ant

THING OUT OF HIS HOUSE.

"We cannot, perhaps, perceive any reason for this breathless

haste for those who dwelt in the country ; but it has already

been shown that those in Jerusalem would be watching for

the moment when to begin their flight. And nothing would

be more natural than to be observing the progress of the siege

from the house-tops. From that position they could witness

the sudden retreat of Cestius, and the tumultuous rushing forth

of the Jewish warriors in the pursuit. And, in the case of the

Christians, there would be a necessity for this urgency, that

would render it improper to delay even to go down into the

house for the purpose of taking anything away. They would

undoubtedly be clothed sufficiently to protect them in that

season of the year ; and the less they carried, the more easy

and expeditious their flight. Besides, as the house-tops gen-

erally extended in almost unbroken connection, they could flee,

without coming down, to the outer avenues and walls of the

city. And they would be likely, probably, to meet with less

interruption in their passage over the house-tops, than in the

streets, which would be likely to be crowded at such a crisis,

and less convenient for the flight. The coimsel, not to take

anything out of the house, to carry with them, possibly may
not refer to articles of clothing, but to such valuables of other

kinds as they might desire to carry with them.

Ver-Se 18. Neither iet him which is in the field eetgen back to take his

CLOTHES.

It is difficult to conceive how this could apply to the inhabi-

tants of Jerusalem, at this specific period ; but as the admo-

nitions were equally addressed to those who would be residing

in the country places, it is reasonable to suppose that it was
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intended for them, for at this time they would not be hindered

hj the invading army.

In some places in the country they would still be quietly

pursuing their ordinary labors in the field, not anticipating,

perhaps, any immediate danger. Leaving, as was usual in

such cases, tlieir heavy outer garments at home, they would

go into the fields to labor, having on only the more closely

fitting raiment that would not encumber their motions. But

they undoubtedly understood, and intended to obey, the admo-

nition of the Lord, to flee for their lives at the appointed

time; and were only waiting to learn the precise period for

beginning their flight. Not expecting it that day, they would

go forth into the fields.

But, while in the fields, the intelligence an-ives that the

Romans are encamped about Jerusalem; their ensigns are

gleaming from Mount Scoj)us ; the legions are set in battle

array. Sudden and unexpected as the intelligence may be,

at that moment, yet those who believe the word of Christ

understand that the moment has come to escape to the moun-

tains. Dropping the implements of labor, they abandon all,

and flee. We may suppose that those living in the vicinity

of the metropolis, and can watch the progress of the invaders,

first begin the flight. As they proceed through the country,

they give the alarm to such as they happen to meet, until

finally it becomes generally understood by the Christians,

and there is a general escape. May we not also suppose, that,

as they were expecting the signal about these times, though

unable before hand to determine the hour or the day, they

had made arra/ngements among themaelves, hy which th^

might all he duly notified ? To suppose otherwise, would be

supposing that the Christians of that day were without even

common prudence and sagacity. Yet they were at this time

regularly organized into societies, and had all appropriate

officers and regulations for self-government and extension.

Without greatly disparaging tliem, we cannot suppose they

were either ignorant or hecfUess of so important a matter as

this prediction and counsel of the Lord. To say nothing of

piety, even the common principle of self-preservation would
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suflficiently prompt all wlio had confidence in the wisdom of

their Lord.

How would any intelligent association of people act in a

case like this ? "Would they not carefully consider, and en-

deavor to understand, the admonitions that were designed to

preserve them ? "Would they not have an understanding

among themselves, in relation to the manner of escaping, and

the place of final rendezvous ? And as those who might be

in the fields at the time to begin the flight, were warned not

to return for their garments, can we suppose they were so

destitute of both intelligence and affection, as not to have

made provision for the escape of their families, and for a

future assembling ? After making the time and the method

of escape a matter of conference, reading, and (verse 20)

prayer, as would be very natural, would they go to the fields

to labor, with no certainty— and in case of hearing of the

signal— with no permission, of returning, and yet have made
no provision for the escape of the families at home ? Impos-

sible.

How could the Christian husband and father, in these cir-

cumstances, go to his distant labor in the fields, and be so

intent on making his own escape, as to leave his wife and

little ones to perish at home? No doubt when the pious

parent presented his family to the care of God in his morning

worship, he made this subject one of the fervent themes of

supplication ; and when he gave them his morning adieu, and

went into the fields, he was assured, from previous arrange-

ment, that if he should be obliged to begin his flight before

returning home, he should greet his family again at the ap-

pointed place of gathering. And why has not this subject

been deemed worthy of a place among the multitudinous

themes of our commentaries? A little light shed upon a

matter of this kind is more congenial to the pious heart, and

more favorable to the reputation of primitive Christianity,

than many volumes of merely critical speculations, and the

usual horrible details of corruption, carnage, and death.

Are we attentive enough to what some may call the little

things of history— the minuter developments of sanctified

10
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humanity ? Is not our knowledge usually too rnucli addressed

to the head^ and too little to the liecurt f And may not this be

affirmed too generally of our standard biblical literature?

Does it not tend more to make us merely learned, and criti-

cal, than affectionate, humble, and holy ?

This is the author's apology for deviating from the beaten

track of Scripture exegesis in so many instances; and for

endeavoring to make the heart of exegetical theology pulsate

with a common feeling, and its countenance glow with a

familiar experience.

{Luke : Foe these be the days of vengeance, that all things which aeb

•VraiTTISN MAT BE FULFILLED. 1

In many things the prophecy of Christ was strictly original

;

but in respect to some things he merely affirmed what had
been uttered by the more ancient prophets. We have noticed

his reference to a part of the predictions of Daniel ; and tiow

we have amore general allusion to the whole course of ancient

prophecy. Much of the prophecy of Moses, and several

other of the principal prophets, appears to point to the deso-

lation of the Jewish nation and country ; and therefore our

Lord distinctly identifies the calamities of which he was dis-

coursing with those which had l)een predicted by others.

" These he the days of vengeance."

There had been other days of vengeance, when wrath was

poured out with severity upon the Jewish people. But the

time of which the Lord was now speaking, was '' the days of

vengeance." These days of vengeance differed from the for-

mer in three particulars : 1. Tlie vengeance was more severe.

2. It was of longer continuance ; so much so, tliat it was to

last until the fullness of the Gentiles should come in ; thus

extending tlirough many centuries, and reaching forward even

beyond the present time. 3. And let it be observed particu-

larly, these days of vengeance of which he was then speaking,

were to continue until " all things wmcn are wehten may

BE FULFILLED."

To notice this appropriately is of vast importance to a tmo
exposition of this discourse. Tlie Roman war, and even the
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fatal siege, were but the commencement of those predicted

days of vengeance. He who ventures to limit our Lord's

prediction to the term of a few years, already long since past,

assumes a responsibility which the author dare not covet.

Popular, or unpopular, hazardous, or unhazardous, the author

of this Treatise is fully determined to " speak as the oracles

of God." If Moses, or Isaiah, or Jeremiah, or Ezekiel, or

Daniel, or any other of the prophets, has written of calami-

ties which the Jews yet suffer, or are yet to endure, as a

people, then let it he distinctly understood^ and rememhered

for future use, that those atoee peedicted afflictions weee'

INCLUDED BY OUK LoED WITHIN THOSE DAYS OF VENGEANCE WHICH

BEGAN WITH THE EoMAN WAE. And our Loi'd distinctly

afiirms that the days of vengeance of which he was speaking,

were to last " until all things which aee whitten may be

FULFILLED." Reader, do not forget this : it will have much
to do with several portions of the Exposition.

Xow, as a specimen of what has been written by the

prophets, read attentively Deuteronomy from tlie beginning

of the twenty-eighth chapter. Much of it still continues

unfulfilled ; and will not be accomplished until the final res-

toration of Israel to their father-land, and their father's God.

It should be observed, however, that Christ was not now
describing the events of this long continued period of ven-

geance ; but he was now simply stating what he more par-

ticularly afiirms in the 24:th verse, that the days of vengeance

which should begin as he predicted, would continue for a

long time, until all the prophecies concerning them had been

fulfilled. But the inquiries of the disciples, and the conse-

quent design of the discourse, led him to speak with especial

reference to that part of those days of vengeance in which

Jerusalem should be destroyed.

Verse 19. And \po csto them that abe with guild, and to them that give

SUCK IN those days!

Kot during the whole period of the days of vengeance,

lasting, as we have seen, until the fulfillment of all that had

been written ; but during the time of which he was then
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jparticularly speaking, in order to adapt Lis discourse to the

object he then had in view. For reasons too evident to be

enlarged npon, the women who might be in the condition he

describes, woukl be subject to peculiar dangers and sufierings.

They would neither be in a condition to escape the calamities

of the war, nor to endure them.

Then would be affectingly fulfilled Christ's own prediction

to the women of Jerusalem, as they wept and lamented over

him, as he was led along through the streets to the cross:

Lu. xxiii. 28. " Daughters of Jerusalem, weep not for me,

but weep for yourselves, and for your children. For behold,

the days are coming, in the which they shall say. Blessed are

the barren, and the wombs that never bare, and the paps

which never gave suck." Josephus relates some instances of

the sufl'ering of women and children, which are too horrible

to be repeated without necessity.

Verse 20. But pray te that tour fugdt be not in toe wtxtek, neithee on

THE Sabbath day.

As there is no probability whatever that the flight of the

Christians occurred so late as the siege of Jerusalem by Ti-

tus ; nor during the conduct of the war by Yespasian, when

Jerusalem was not " compassed with armies ;

" as all the

probabilities of the case point to the invasion and siege by

Cestius, at the beginning of the war ; there can be no pro-

priety in diverting attention from the point in question, by

showing that the approach of Vespasian, and the final siege

by Titus, were not in the winter. It is sufficient to show that

Cestius besieged the city when the Jews were celebrating the

feast of Tabernacles, which was in the most pleasant part of

the year. It was on the 30th day of Tisri that Cestius brought

his army into the lower city. Tisri answers to the latter part

of our September and the first part of October. This would

be the date for beginning the flight from the country. It was

eight or nine days after this that Cestius fled from the city.

This was undoubtedly the time of flight from Jerusalem. A
more favorable season of the year could not have been

selected. Perhaps it is not susceptible of histoncal proof
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tliat the flight was not on the Sabbath. J3ut there is sufficient

moral proof that the prayers of the disciples were answered,

as well with respect to the time of the week> as to the season

of the year.

It would have been unfortunate for them to begin their

flight on the Sabbath ; for, (1.) The conscience of many would

have been troubled on account of the strictness with which

they had been taught to observe the Sabbath day. And, 2.

It is certain that the Jews would have regarded their Sabbath

traveling with offence ; and with increased prejudice against

the 1 3ligion of the disciples. And, likewise, (3.) The gates of

the cities and villages would be closed on that day, and en-

trance into them, or escape from them, would be difficult.

Besides, (4.) K the Jews should be disposed to hinder their

flight from the country, they would—by their Sabbath trav-

eling— be much more likely to be suspected of fleeing away,

because all ordinary travel on that day was generally sus-

pended.

The Jews of Jerusalem^ however, as we learn from Jose-

phus, ( TF«r, B. 2. c. 19,) were almost disregardful of the

Sabbath day, so generally and so deeply had they sunk in

moral degradation.

Mr. Watson has a good thought concerning this praying

about the day of their flight :
" And were the march of Ro-

man armies, and the decisions of Roman councils, to be

interfered with in answer to the prayers of a few poor Chris-

tians? Let philosophy scoff; but let faith adore ; so it was."

Prayer has much more to do with the destiny of nations and

man, than unbelievers are willing to acknowledge, or even

Christians have power to comprehend. It was well, then, for

the disciples to pray that their flight might neither be in the

winter, nor on the Sabbath day.

Verse 21. For then sdall be great tribulation \lMlce: in the land, and

WRATH LTON THIS PEOPLE,] SUCH AS WAS NOT SINCE THE BEGINNING OF THE WORLD TO

THIS TIME, NO, NOR EVER SHALL BE.

Some are disposed to consider this language hyperbolical

;

but we should beware how we charge our Lord with exaggera-
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tion. Mr. Watson observes, " This is not a hyperbolical

expression ; for no one can read the narrative of the Jew Jo-

Bephus, without acknowledging that this national calamity

has no parallel. This narrative appears to have been written

and preserved under a special providence, of which Josephus

himself was unconscious, that future times, in the testimony

of an eye-witness, and he not a Christian, might have a full

and unexpected proof of the exact accomplishment of the

words of Christ."

Josephus himself says, ( Wa/r, Pref. s. 4.) " Accordingly, it

appears to me, that the misfortunes of all men, from the

beginning of the world, if they be compared to these of the

Jews, are not so considerable as they were."

Some idea of the unparalleled sufl'erings and desolations of

those troublous times, may be obtained by considering merely

the statistics of the deaths that occurred, and of the captives

that were taken, during the war. Bishop IS^ewton, refering

in each instance to Josephus, gives a general summary of the

carnage and captivity of the war. " Of those who perished

during the whole siege, [of Jerusalem,] there were, as Jose-

phus says, 1,100,000. Many were also slain at other times

and in other places. By the command of Florus, who was

the first author of the war, there were slain^ at Jerusalem

3,600. By the inhabitants of Cesarea above 20,000. At
Scythopolis above 13,000 ; at Ascalon, 2,500 ; at Ptolemais,

2,000 ; at Alexandria, under Tiberius Alexander the presi-

dent, 50,000 ; at Joppa, when it was taken by Cestius Gallus,

8,400 ; in a mountain called Asamon, near Scpphoris, above

2,000 ; at Damascus, 10,000 ; in a battle with the Romans at

Ascalon, 10,000 ; in an ambuscade near the same place, 8,000
;

at Japha, 15,000 ; of the Samaritans upon Mount Gerizim,

11,000; at Jotapata, 40,000 ; at Joppa, M-hon taken by Ves-

pasian, 4,200 ; at Tarichea, 6,500 ; after the city was taken,

1,200 ; at Gamala, 4,000 slain ; besides 5,000 who threw

themselves down a precipice ; of those who fled with John

of Gishcala, 6,000 ; of the Gadarenes, 15,000 slain, besides

an infinite number drowned ; in the villages of Idumea, above

10,000 slain ; at Gerasa, 1,000 ; at Macherus, 1,700 ; in the
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wood of Jardes, 3,000; in the castle of Masada, 960 ; in

Cyrene by Catullus tLie governor, 3,000. Besides these, many

of every age, sex, and condition, were slain in the war, who

were not reckoned ; but of these who are reckoned, the num-

ber amounts to above 1,357,660 ; which would appear almost

incredible, if their own historian had not so particularly enu-

merated them. But besides the Jews who ' fell by the edge

of the sword,' others were also to be ' led captive into all

nations;' and considering the number of the slain, the num-

ber of the captives too was very great. Tliere were taken

particularly at Japha, 2,130 ; at Jotapata, 1,200 ; at Tarichea,

6,000 chosen young men were sent to Nero, the rest sold to the

number of 30,400 ; besides those who were given to Agrippa

;

of the Gadareness, 2,200 ; inldumea above 1,000.

" Many besides these were taken at Jerusalem, so that, as

Josephus himself informs us, the number of the captives

taken in the whole war amounted to 97,000 ; the tall and

handsome young men Titus reserved for his triumph ; of the

rest, those above seventeen years of age were sent to the

works in Egypt ; but most were distributed through the Ko-

man provinces, to be destroyed in their theatres by the sword

or by wild beasts ; those under seventeen were sold for slaves.

" Of the captives many underwent hard fate. 11,000 of

them perished for want. Titus exhibited all sorts of shows

and spectacles at Cesarea, and many of the captives were

there destroyed, some being exposed to the wild beasts, and

others compelled to fight in troops against one another. At
Cesarea, too, in honor of his brother's birth-day, 2,500 Jews

were slain ; and a great number likewise at Berytus in honor

of his father's. The like was done in other cities of Syria.

Those whom he reserved for his triumph were Simon and

John,, the generals of the captives, and seven hundred otliers

of remarkable stature and beauty. Thus were the Jews mis-

erably tormented, and distributed over tlie Roman provinces

;

and are they not still distressed and dispersed over all the

nations of the earth?" {JVewtan on the Prophecies, p. 365.)

Of their sufferings from Continual alarms, from fatal accidents

and diseases, from teri-ible famine, from ghastly wounds, from
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cold, heat, weariness and bereavement, it is impossible to

express or imagine. Josephus is not the only source of infor-

matioti ; but lie is every way sufficient to show the literal

and minute fulfillment of our Lord's most extraordinary pre-

diction.

Verse 22. An© except those days should be shortened, there should no

Fi,E8H BE SAVED ; BUT FOR THE elbct's saki;, \^Mark : whom he hath chosen,] those

DAYS shall be SHORTENED.

But who are the eled^ for whose sake those days should be

shortened ? Probably the same as in verse 24. The general

impression that it refers to the Christian Jews^ is most likely

to be correct. God did not intend to make a full end of that

race of people ; they have yet an important part to accom-

plish in the great purposes of Divine Wisdom. But so gen-

eral and terrible was the destruction that was brought upon

them, that they might well have exclaimed, (Isa. i. 9,) "Ex-

cept the Lord of hosts had left unto us a very small remnant,

we should have been as Sodom, and we should have been

like unto Gomorrah." That is, they would have been so

totally overthrown as to leave none of them alive. From the

beginning God determined not to suffer them to be utterly

destroyed, lie would have a portion in Jacob. The idea of

a chosen remnant being preserved was familiar to the Jewish

mind. Moses in his wonderful prophetic discourse and song,

beginning in the twenty-eighth chap, of Deut., very distinctly

describes the general and long-lasting desolation of the Jew-

ish people ; but he just as distinctly affirmed the perpetual

continuance of the race. By the prophet Isaiah, chap, x.

they were likened to a forest of innumerable trees. Whereas,

in their desolation, they should be thinned out until but a few

were left. Verse 19. " And the rest of the trees of the forest

shall be few, that a child may write them. 20. And it shall

come to pass in that day, that the remnant of Israel, and such

as are escajped of the house of Jacob, shall no more again

stay upon him that smote tliem ; but shall stay upon the

Lord, the Holy (Jnc of Israel, in truth. 21. The remna/tit

shall return, even the remnant of Jacoh^ unto the mighty
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God. 22. For though thy people Israel be as the sand of

the sea, yet a remnant of them shall return."

The same idea of preserving a, chosen remnant, is promi-

irent also in chap. Ixv. verse 8. " Tims saith the Lord, As the

new wine is found in the cluster, and one saith, Destroy it

not, for a blessing is in it ; so will I do foj my servant's sake,

that Imay not destroy them all. Yerse 9. And I mill bring

forth a seed out of Jacdb^ and out of Judah an inheritor of

my mountains / and mine elect shall inherit it, and m/y s&r-

vcmts shall dwell there^

By Jeremiah, in several places, the same idea of preserv-

ing a remnant is set forth, as, e. g. in chap. v. verse 10. " Go
ye up upon her walls, and destroy ; hut malce not a full endP

Yerse 18. "Nevertheless, in those days, saith the Lord, I will

not make a full end of you." In chap. xxx. verse 11,

we find the same idea: "For I am with thee, saith the

Lord, to save thee : though I make a full end of all nations

whither I have scattered thee, yet will I not make a full end

oftheer

So in Amos, chap. ix. verse 8. " Behold, the eyes of the

Lord God are upon the sinful kingdom, and I will destroy it

from off the face of the earth ; saving that I will not utterly

destroy the house of Jacob, saith the Lord." St. Paul, in

Kom., chap, xi., speaks also with particular reference to a

chosen remnant which God preserved for himself: verse 5.

" Even so, at this present time, there is a vemnoAit aocordvng

to the election of graced Yerse 7. " Israel [in the general]

hath not obtained that which he seeketh for ; but the election

hath obtained it, and the rest were blinded."

These, undoubtedly, were the elect for whose sake the days

of desolation, of which Christ was then particularly speaking,

were shortened. Tliey were preserved because they believed

in Christ, and obeyed his admonitions. God, in fufillment of

many promises, saved them by special interposition. But

even this chosen and preserved part of that unhappy people

were not saved from the inconveniences and dangers of that

period of tribulation. Their hasty flight into the mountain-

ous regions did indeed save them from the destruction that
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befel those who remained in Jndea ; but did it provide for

them abodes of comfort and permanency in the places to

which they fled ?

Was it not especially for their sakes, as exiles from their

native soil, tliat those days should be shortened, lest, after

having escaped one form of destruction, they should perish

by another ? And the shortening of those days was also

necessary on account, also, of those who, by reason of age,

infirmity, or other hindrances, could not escape from the

ravages of the war. Some who were not previously converted

were undoubtedly preserved, and became believers after the

war had past. We should not limit the elect to those who
were at that time believers, for several reasons : (1.) It is a

fact that many others were preserved through the whole war.

(2.) Many of those who were thus preserved were afterwards,

probably, converted to the true faith. (3.) The elect, and the

remnant which are so frequently spoken of in the Scriptures,

have, it is likely, usually included a portion of such as were

not, at the time, true believers. It is so at present ; it has

been so from the first ; and it is to such that the jiromiso of

the renewing Spirit is given. See Ezek. xxxvi. 21-38, and

similar passages.

That there might not be an utter extermination of even the

unconverted Jews; but that some might be preserved for

future conversion, and to be parents of subsequent converts,

those days of special suflTering were providentially shortened.

It is, perhaps, less evident that those who escaped from the

country, stood in need of having the time of distress shortened,

as much as those who remained during the war.

" Those days should he shortened.''''

Yet several years were spent in completing the terrible

devastation that was begun by Cestius Gallus. Tlie last siege

of Jerusalem continued only a few months. And it was so

strongly fortified, and so desperately defended, that even the

conquerors were constrained to acknowledge tliat God had

fought for them. In view of the strength of the walls and

towers, Titus himself exclaimed, "We have fought with God

on our side ; and it is God who hath pulled the Jews out of
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tliese strong holds ; for what could the hands of men or ma-

chines do against these towers ? " The internal dissensions

and slaughter among the Jews themselves contributed not a

little to hasten the final catastrophe.

CHAPTER VI.

Prmdjpal suhjeats— False Citrists and False Peophuts.

Renewed appearance of Impostors—Why so successful— Two-fold Caution

— Simon Magus— Menander, his Successor— Claims to be Jesus Clirist—
Character of the Signs and Wonders wrought by the Impostors—Why the

Jews, who were imposed upon by false Miracles, did not credit the true

—

Illustration from modern Infidelity— Modern Wonder-workers— Deceiving

the Elect— Import of the phrase, "If it be possible"— Facts in the case—
Origin and Names of the principal Heresies during the Primitive Times—
Origin of the False Christs and False Prophets— Two ways in which they

appeared— Why Christ was expected in " the Secret Chambers"— Use of

Josephus' History.

VeYse 23. Then xf any man shaix bay iftrro you, Lo, her-e is Csiust, oe there
;

BEUEVE IT NOT.

This should not be regarded as a mere repetition of what was

said at the beginning of the discourse ; but as a warning

against false Christs and false prophets, who would make their

appearance at the precise time of which the Lord was now
speaking : they would come during the ten-ible siege of Jeru-

salem.

The Jews did not believe that God would abandon them to

their enemies. They were constantly looking for some divine

interposition, by which they should be delivered. And it

seems to have been generally understood among them, that,

according to the prophecies, it was time for Messiah to come.

Hence, they were easily imposed upon by the impostors who
appeared in their midst. As their calamities increased, and
utter destruction threatened them, their hope of Messiah's
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appearing seemed to increase, and, as it were, concentrate

itself within tlie limited space wliicli seemed to intervenis be-

tween them and total destruction. They expected a deliverer

who should perform miracles, and exliibit astonishing signs

among them.

The impostors would not fail to adapt themselves to the

expectations of the people ; and would come claiming to be

Christ, and working, or appearing to work, miracles.

Our Saviour gives this additional caution, to put his disci-

ples on their guard against plausible and successful impos-

tures. If they say, Lo, here is Christ, believe it not. If any

who may associate with the impostors, shall endeavor to per-

suade you to join with them, do not be deceived : remember

that you have been forewarned of this very thing. Or if they

shall point to the pretenders, and say. There is Christ, and try

to persuade you to go after them, do not be deceived : othei"s

will run after them, but be you constantly guarded against

tliem.

Verse 24. For tiikre suall arise false CinusTs, and false prophets, and

SHALL SHOW GREAT SIGNS AND WONDERS.

Tliis did actually occur. Notwithstanding the disappoint-

ments and calamities that were occasioned by former impos-

tors, the Jews would not abandon their expectation of a deliv-

erer ; and a succession of deceivers continued to impose upon

them.

xVt an earlier period than Christ was now speaking of, there

appeared Simon Magus, who is referred to in Acts viii., 9-11.

Eusehias^ B. 3, c. 26, describes another :
" Menander, who

succeeded Simon Magus, exhibited himself an instrument of

diabolical wickedness, not inferior to the former. He also

was a Samaritan ; and having made no less i)rogres3 in his

impostures than his master, reveled in still more arrogant pre-

tensions to miracles, saying tliat he was in truth tlie Saviour,

once sent from the invisible world for the salvation of men."

Several impostors are mentioned by Josephus, and will be re-

fen-ed to in coimection with a following verse.

'"''And shall s/tow great eign^ (mid wonders

P
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The comment on this prediction by "Watson is worthy of

notice :

" What these were, we have now no means of judging
;

whether deceptions, or the result, to a certain extent, of a per-

mitted supernatural agency.

" From the detected character of popish ' signs and won-

ders,' which bear so strong a resemblance to those of Jewish

and pagan miracles, we may conclude it probable that they

were impostures and ' lying wonders,' but artfully contrived

by the more skillful to mislead the ignorant mass, prepared

for delusion by that gross superstition and belief in magic

which prevailed among them. Simon Magus bewitched the

people with his ' sorceries,' and Josephus calls the false proph-

ets who appeared at this time among the Jews, Tnagoi and

goetss^ magicians and sorcerers.

"As to amulets, charms, sorceries, and enchantments, the

Jews of that age were notoriously credulous ; and as incred-

ulous as to the real miracles of our Lord and his apostles.

" Tlie truth of these miracles obtains from this a stronger

evidence, and the unbelief of the Jews a moeal solution. By
a credulous people, they must have been admitted as demon-

strative of the doctrines in confirmation of which they were

wrought ; but they hated the doctrine itself, and this passion

overpowered every mental habit, and changed, as to those

glorious evidences of pure and holy truth, the whole charac-

ter of their minds. ISTor is this without a parallel. The cre-

dulity OF iNTTDELiTY in our owu age has often been remarked

;

and it is exemplified in the readiness with which both those

who entirely reject the Holy Scriptures, and the critics who
would explain away their supernatural character, admit the

most absurd theories in opposition to them, and the deceived

confidence with which they teach them to othere."

In all ages, there have been those who have wrought aston-

ishing wonders. Our own times are not without the wonder-

workers, whose doings form the topic of private gossip and

public reports. By mysterious and little understood natural

laws, by which one person may afi'ect another, and by which

even inanimate things may, to some extent, be affected ; and
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also by permitted diabolical agency, sucli as is frequently allu-

ded to in the Scriptures, those impostures may have been

really astounding, and well calculated to deceive the super-

stitious and credulous Jews.

Verse 24, (last part.) Insomuch tiut, if it were possible, tjikt shall dkczive

THB VERT ELECT.

The note of Whitby is quite appropriate and satisfactory,

with respect to the phrase, " if it were possible :"

" First. That the phrase ?i ouvarov, ' if it be possible,' or, ' if

it may be,' doth not denote an absolute impossibility, but

only a great difficulty in the joerformance of an act possible.

So Acts XX. 16. ' Paul hastened si Smarov d-j'ru, if it were pos-

sible for him, to be at Jerusalem before Pentecost ;' and yet

sure he made not all this haste to do what was impossible.

The apostle commands, si ouvktov, ' If it be possible, as much
as lieth in you, have peace with all men ;' (Rom. xii. 18,) and

yet doth not he exhort us to use our utmost endeavors to do

what was impossible. E/ (Juvarov, ' If it be possible, let this cup

pass from nae,' saith Christ, (Matt. xxvi. 49,) and yet he adds,

' all things are possible to thee, O Father,' (Mark xir. 35,) and

hence the phrase is changed by St. Luke into si /3oJXs;, ' if

thou wilt.'

" Now, that the deceiving of Christians in those times of

miraculous endowment was very difficult, is evident from that

speech concerning a tiling hardly feasible, ©octtov ng rcC^ dto

XptdTov ixeraSiSa^eis^ ' Sooner may a Christian be turned from

Christ.'

" Secondly. This phrase imports, not what the event would

be upon the elect, but the vehemence of the endeavors of the

seducers, that they would do the utmost that they could pos-

sible to shock the Christian, and seduce him from his stead-

fastness, as is evident from the words of St. Mark, xiii. 22,

' They will show signs and wonders, ifpoj <ro a-ffoirXavav, si 5uvarov,

to deceive, if they are able, the elect.'

" Now, to say such a one will do you mischief, if he can,

or if he be able, is surely no security that he can do yon none.

"'And, Thirdly. Should this phrase respect the event, it may
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do it not absolutely, but only with relation to the means
here mentioned ; i. e. ' they shall show great signs and won-

ders,' which shall prevail to seduce Jews, heathens, and Sa-

maritans, and even Christians, were it i)ossible for impostors

by lying signs and wonders to deceive them, who are invest-

ed with the power of making true and greater signs and

wonders by the assistance of the Holy Ghost, and will attend

to the things wrought among them or by them."

Much more of the same import may be found by consult-

ing Whitby's annotations on the text under notice. This part

of his argument has been adopted, as containing the substance

of about all the logic which the passage has called forth.

There are now before the writer a variety of commentaries,

in all of which this passage is brought under notice. But

strange as it may be, not one of them undertakes to settle the

matter by referring to facts. Yet, there are historical eviden-

ces which ought to be deemed sufficient to settle the point in

question.

St. Paul says, 1 Tim. iv. 1, " ITow the Spirit speaketh ex-

pressly, that in the latter time, some shall depart from the

faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils."

2 Tim. ii. 17. "And their word will eat as doth a canker : of

whom is Hymeneus and Philetus : 18. Who concerning the

truth, have erred, saying the resurrection is passed already
;

and overthrow the faitli of some." 2 Tim. i. 15. " This thou

knowest, that all they which are in Asia be turned away from

me ; of whom are Phygellus and Hermogenes." Pev. ii. 20.

" Notwithstanding, I have a few things against thee, be-

cause thou sufferest that woman, Jezebel, which calleth her-

self a prophetess, to teach, and to seduce my servants to com-

mit fSmication, and to eat things sacrificed unto idols." 2

Cor. xi. 3. " But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent be-

guiled Eve through his subtilty, so your minds should be cor-

rupted from the simplicity that is in Clirist."*

In the various schisms and corruptions which crept into the

church during the latter part of the apostolic age, there is

* See Note C, in the Appendix
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every reason to believe that many real believers in Christ

were turned away from the faitli, and gave heed unto fables.

Eusebius' Ecd. Hid. B. 4, c. 22, contains an extract from

Hegesippns, a Christian divine, who was born in the begin-

ning of the second century. lie treats of the introduction

of heresies in the church, and of the origin of false Christs,

and ftibe prophets. " But after James the Just had sulfered

martyrdom, as our Lord had, for the same reason, Simeon, the

son of Cleophas, our Lord's uncle, was appointed the second

bishop, whom all proposed, as the cousin of our Lord. Hence
they called the church as yet a virgin, for it was not yet cor-

rupted by vain discourses. Thcbuthis made a beginning se-

cretly to corrupt it, on account of his not being made bishop.

He was one of those seven sects among the Jewish people.

" Of these also was Simeon, whence sprung the sect

of the Sinionians ; also, Cleobius, from whence came the

Cleobians; also Dositheus, the founder of the Dositheans.

From these, also, sprung the Gortheonians, from Gortheus,

and the Masboteans, from Masbotheus. Hence, also, the

Menandrians, and Marcionists, and Carpocratians, and Yal-

entinians, and Basilidians, and the Saturnilians, every one

introducing his own peculiar opinions, one diifering from

another. From these sprung the false Christs and false proph-

ets, and false apostles, who divided the unity of the church,

by the introduction of corrupt doctrines against God, and

against Clirist."

Euseb. B. 4, c. 7, speaking of Satan's etfoi-ts to corrupt the

church, observes, " He employed the agency of wicked im-

postors and deceivers, as certain abandoned instruments and

ministers of destruction. Intent upon every course, he insti-

gated these insidious imj)ostor3 and deceivers, by assuming

the same name with us (Christians) to lead those believers

whom they happened to seduce to the depths of destruction,

and by their presumption, also tium those that were igno-

rant of tlie ftxith, from the path that led to the saving truth

of God."

Perhaps it may appear to some that all this testimony,

which, after all, is but a specimen of what might be exhibit-
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ed, does not prove that any of the true believers were de-

ceived, and turned from the gospel faith. But it must result

from extreme unwillingness to believe what this array of ev-

idences is designed to prove.

It may, indeed, be objected, that the false Christs, and false

prophets here spoken of, were not those to which Christ par-

ticularly referred. The objection is, to a degree, perhaps,

founded in truth. But these false teachers were those who
began to corrupt the church, previously to the time of which

Christ was speaking, and they continued until after that time.

There is sufficient reason for believing that some of them were

among the very ones that Christ particularly referred to.

It may be objected still further, that those who were de-

ceived and corrupted were not, after all, real believers. But

the objection is directly opposed to all the appearances and

historical teachings in the case. Indeed, does it not flatly

contradict the express declarations of the inspired word ?

It may be still further objected, that those of whom these

quotations speak, as having been deceived, were not the elect

of whom Christ was speaking. But is this anything more
than a mere assumption, without a particle of proof? All

the probabilities in the case are against the assumption. Be-

sides, nothing can be gained for the doctrine which the objec-

tion is designed to defend, by admitting that true believers of

one period may be deceived, but not those of another period.

\MarTc: Bur take te heed;] Vene 25. Behold, I have told you bkfobb.

'•^But take ye heed"

Be always on your guard against these impostors, for they

will come among you, even occupying the highest places in

the church, and many shall be seduced by them, and shall

follow their pernicious ways. Take heed for yourselves, and

also for the flock over which you may be overseers. Be at

all times on the alert, that you may detect and expose the

wolves in sheeps' clothing, not sparing the flock in the fold.

How vigilant and faithful the apostles were, in respect to

these things, we may easily understand, by examining the

writings and histories of Paul, Peter, Jude, and John.

11
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The Lord knew beforehand what they were destined to wit-

ness and endure ; and, as far as possible, prepared tliem for

the watch-care and government of the churcli. This admoni-

tion was necessary at all times, and especially necessary for

the particular time which Christ had then in view.

'''Behold.) I have told you heforer

JSTot only of the fact that such impostors will appear ; but

also the particular manner in which they will appear, and how
they will succeed in their wicked devices. Let the fact that

I have distinctly informed you of these things, so long before

they come to pass, be an additional evidence to you of my
Messiahship, when the false Christs and false prophets shall

call it in (j^uestion. And be ready, at all times, to expose

these impostors, by the signs wliicli I liave given you.

Verse 26. Wiierefoki;, if tuey suall say u.mo you, Behold, hk is in the

DESERT, GO NOT FORTH ; BeHOLD, HE IS IN THE SECRET CHAMBERS ; BELIEVE IT NOT.

In some instances the impostors would appear openly in

public places. Then the procedure would be, " Lo, here is

Christ, or lo there !" Tliis would be tlie first method, and,

therefore, it is first described. But they will also proceed in

another manner : they will try to induce you to go into the

desert.

Josephus, Ant..) B. 20, c. 8, s. 5, 6, thus refers to tliis very metli-

od of procedure : "And now these impostors and deceivers per-

suaded the nmltitude to follow them into tlie wilderness, and

pretended that they would exhibit manifest wonders and

signs, that should be performed by the providence of God.

And many that were prevailed on by them suffered tlie pun-

ishment of their folly ; for Felix brought them back, and then

j^unished them. Moreover, there came out of Egyj^t about

this time to Jerusalem, one that said he was a proi)het, and

advised the multitude of the common people to go along with

him to the Mount of Olives. . . . He said, further, that

he would show them from hence huw, at liis command, the

walls of Jerusalem would fall down ; and he promised them

that he would procure them an entrance into the city through

those walls, wlien they were fallen down."
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War, B. 2, c. 13, s. -i. " Tliere was also anotlier body of

wicked men gotten together, not so impure in tlieir actions,

but more wicked in their intentions, which laid waste the

haj)py state of the city no less than did these murderei-s.

Tliese men were such as deceived and deluded the people,

under pretence of divine inspiration ; but were for procuring

innovations and changes in the government ; and these pre-

vailed with the multitude to act like madmen, and Vv'ent be-

fore them into the wilderness, as pretending that God would

show them there the signals of liberty."

We learn from the next section, that the Egyptian false

prophet before mentioned, so prospered in his imposture, that

" thirty thousand men were deluded by him. These he led

round about from the wilderness [where he first induced them

to go] to the mount which is called the Mount of Olives,

and was ready to break into Jerusalem by force from that

place."

Wcvr, B. 7, c. 11, 8. 1, gives an account of a weaver, by the

name of Jonathan, who " prevailed Avith no snuiU number of

the poorer sort to give ear to him. He also led them into the

desert, upon promising them that he would show them signs

and apparitions."

IIow wonderfully distinct and particular was the Saviour's

prophecy, both in respect to the events that should occur, and

also with respect to the circumstances and succession ! How
very appropriate and necessary \k\Q: admonition, not to go into

the desert

!

'^Behold, he is in the secret chavihers / helieve it not''''

The temple had many secret chambers ; and it was not un-

natural for these credulous rejectoi-s of the true Christ, to sup-

pose that the Messiah might have come, and might be hidden

in the inner recesses of tlie holy house. Tliey had been de-

ceived in all those who had led the multitudes into the desert,

as well as jn those who had exhibited tliemselves publicly in

their streets. ITow, besieged in their capital, with desti'uc-

tion just ready to come upon them, if the still expected de-

liverer appeared, he would be likely to issue from tlie inner
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chambers of the temple itself. Here, again, the Jewish his-

torian, without intending any enconragement to Christianity,

gives a distinct narrative of the fulfillment of this part of this

most minute prophecy. War, B. 6, c. 5 s, 2.

Speaking of several thousands of men, women, and chil-

dren, who were destroyed in consequence of their being in-

duced to seek refuge in the temple, he observes,— "A false

prophet was the occasion of these people's destruction, who
had made a jJublic proclamation in the city that very day,

that God commanded them to get up upon the temple, and

there they should receive miraculous signs of their deliver-

ance. Kow, there was then a great number of false prophets

suborned by the [Jewish] tyrants to impose on the people,

who denounced this to them, that they should wait for deliv-

erance from God ; this was to keep them from deserting, and

that they might be buoyed up above fear and care by such

hopes. Kow, a man that is in adversity, does easily comply

with such promises ; for when a seducer makes him believe

that he shall be delivered from those miseries that oppress

him, then it is that the patient is full of hopes of such deliv-

erance."

How perfectly the discourse of Clirist observes the chrono-

logic order of events ! Nothing less than Omniscience could

have foreseen the precise succession of the multitude of items

which make up the body of the prophecy.

And, in respect to the confirmatory history of the accom-

plishment of the predictions, the observation of Wesley is

very just :
" Josephus' History of the Jewish War is the best

commentary on this chapter. It is a wonderful instance of

God's providence, that he, an eye-witness, and one who lived

and died a Jew, should, especially in so extraordinary a man-

ner, be preserved, to transmit to us a collection of important

facts, which so exactly illustrate this glorious prophecy, in al-

most every circumstance." Note on verse 14.
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CHAPTER VIL

PrmevpaZ svhjects—The Coming of Chkist, and the History

OF Jerusalem since the Roman Waje.

Does the 27th verse refer to the Romans?— Opinions of eminent Divines—
The Issue announced—How the question is to be settled—The Passage

examined— Its designed use—Things to be considered— Tlie single bear-

ing of the Illustration—The Carcass and the Eagles—Two Applications—
How one could be taken and another left—An important Emendation of

Matthew's Record— Position of the passage from Luke— Destruction and

Dispersion of the Jews— Diflferent from previous Dispersions—Jerusalem

in the possession of the Gentiles— Import of the expression, "Trodden

down of the Gentiles"—The city in the times of Constantine— Julian the

Apostate—His attempt to defeat the fulfillment of the Prophecy— Result

—How the city is to be in the possession of the Gentiles— Import of the

expression, "Times of the Gentiles.'

Verse 27. Fob as the lightninq comefh out of the east, and sniNimi even

UNTO THE WEST, SO SHALL ALSO THE COMING OF THE SoN OF MAN BE.

This verse is so important in its relations to the general

subject, that a misapplication of it cannot fail to involve the

exposition of the chapter in inextricable difficulty. That it

a/ppewrs to refer to tJie second jpersonal advent of our Lord is

sufficiently evident. But that it does primarily and exclu-

sively refer to that event is generally denied. And, in this

general denial, those who believe in such an advent make, to

a certain extent, common cause with those who do not believe

in it. The pa^sa<je itself is probably as plain a reference to

the second advent as any one in the whole Bible. And if it

were placed almost anywhere else in the Bible, the believers

in the second coming of Christ could scarcely find a reason

for disagreement about its meaning.

But the connection of the passage with the other parts of
the disGov/rse is insisted upon by some as sufficient evidence

that it must, in some way, refer to the temporal matters that

were, at that precise point, the subjects of prophecy. If this
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be allo-vved to decide the matter, then there can be but one

primary application of the verse ; and tliat must refer it to

the temporal judgments "which then formed the special topics

of discoui*sc. It is deemed advisable to lay before the reader

the opinions of commentators vrhose Tvorks arc in common
use in our country.

Bisnor ISTewton {0)i the Proj)hecics.) " The Eoman army
entered Judea on the east side of it, and carried on their

conquests westward, as if not only the extensiveness of the

ruin, but the very route "which the army would take, was

intended in the comparison of the lightning coming out of

the east, and shining even unto the west."* Land. ed.p. 354.

Dk. Coke. " His coming will not be in this or that particu-

lar place, but like the lightning, sudden and universal. The

appearance of the true Christ will be as distinguishable from

that of the false Christs, as lightning, which shineth all

round the hemisphere, is from a blaze of straw ; it is very

remarkable, ' That the Roman army entered into Judea on the

east side of it, and carried on theii* conquests westward.'

"

Dk. Clauke. " It is worthy of remark, that our Lord, in

the most particular manner, points out the very march of the

Roman army; they entered into Judea on the E.iST, and

carried on their conquests westwaud, as if not only the ex-

tensiveness of the ruin, but the very route which the army

would take, were intended in the comparison of the ligldning

issuingfrom the east, and shining to the west.''''

Dk. Scorr. " Tlie Cliristians, if they had not been fore-

warned, might have been deceived on another ground ; for

they expected their Lord to come, not to deliver, but to de-

stroy Jerusalem ; they were therefore reminded that his

coming for this purpose, would not be seci'et, or local ; but

like the ''•lightning, which shineth" at once from east to west;

for in his righteous providence, he would, ^\ ith conspicuous

•This was not original with Cisbop Ne\vton; he professed to derive it

from r>is>ho]> Pearce.
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and irresistible energy, desolate the wliole land. The Roman
armies entered Judea by the east, and carried their victorious

ravages to the west, in a very rapid and tremendous manner."

RiCHAED Watson". " In the noble and illustrative compari-

son here used, his disciples were taught that he would not

appear in the desert or in secret places, but, 1. In public ma-

jesty as Judge, to be known 'by the judgment which he

should execute.' 2. Suddenly, without whispering premoni-

tory rumore, even as the lightning from heaven. 3. Through

the length and breadth of the land, by the sudden and gen-

eral meeting of the Roman armies in march, from the east

even to the icest^ all hastening from the Mediterranean coasts

on the east, toward Jerusalem on tlie west."

Dr. Whitbt. " You will then need none to instruct you

where Christ is, or to say to you, He is here, or there ; for by

the Roman army, which shall pass through the territories of

the Jews like lightning, his coming to take vengeance on tha.t

nation shall be manifest ; and wherever the Jews, who, like

dead carcasses, shall be devoured by the Roman eagles, are,

thither shall he fly with them, to tear and to devour them.'"

Me. Buekitt. "There is a three-fold coming of Christ

spoken of in the N^ew Testament. 1. His coming in his

spiritual kingdom by the preaching of the gospel among the

Gentiles. 2. His coming to destroy Jerusalem forty years

after his ascension. 3. His final coming to judgment at

the great day. All these comings of the Son of man, for

their suddenness and unexpectedness, are compared unto

lightning, which in a moment breaketh out of the east, and

shineth unto the west. Leam hence, that the coming and

appearance of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the judging of the

wicked and impenitent sinners, will be a very certain, sudden,

and unexpected appearance,"

Cottage Bible. " The meaning appears to be, that as this

surprising meteor shoots in the same instant from east to

west, and pervades the wliole jiori^on, so sliould the Roman



168 HARMONY AND EXPOSITION,

armies, which attend the coming of the Son of man, like a
mighty tempest, at once cover the whole land of Israel."

Mr. Barnes. " Tliis is not designed to denote the quarter

from which he would come, but the manner. lie does not

mean to affirm that the Son of man will come from the easi^

bnt that he will come in a rapid and unexpected manner, like

lightning. Many would be looking for him in the desert

;

many in secret places. But, he said, it would be useless to be
looking in that manner. It was useless to look to any par-

ticular part of the heavens, to know where the lightning

would next flash. In a moment it would blaze in an unex-

pected part of the heavens, and shine at once to the other

part. So ra2)idly, so unexpectedly, in so unlooked-for a quar-

ter, would be his coming."

That Mr. Barnes understood the illusti^ation of the light-

ning to be applicable to the destruction of Jerusalem, appears

from several observations that follow the above.

" The words, therefore, had doubtless a ^nmary reference

to the destruction of Jerusalem^ but such an amplitude of

meaning as also to exj^ress his coming to judgment."

Keferring to the illustration of the eagles, in the next verse,

he remarks :

"Tliis vei-se is connected with the preceding by the word
* for,' implying that this is a reason for what is said there, that

the Son of man would certainly come to destroy the city,

and that he would come suddenly. The meaning is, he would

come hy means of the Rmnom, armies.^''

Dr. Benson. " The coming of the Son of man shall be in

a very different manner, and for very different ends, from

what you ai'e imagining. It shall be like lightning, swift, un-

expected, and destructive. Ilis appearance will be as dis-

tinguishable from that of every false Christ, as lightning,

which shines all around the hemisphere, is from a blaze of

straw.

"Wliat Bishop Pearce observes from Josephus is very

remarkable. 'The Roman anny entered into Judea on the

east side of it, and carried on their conquests westward, as if
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not only tlie extensiveness of tlie ruin, but the very route

whicli the army would take, was intended in the comparison

of the lightning coming out of the east and shining even unto

the west."

There are many other smaller and less important puLlica-

tions, which adopt the same general method of explaining the

verse under notice. They are usually but little more than

mere compilations ; and, as might be expected, copy from the

more extensive commentaries their principal ideas, and their

leading illustrations. Several of the more ancient standard

expositions are quite confused and undecided in respect to

the meaning of the illustration of the lightning. So far as

the author has been able to extend his researches back along

the succession of commentators. Bishop Peakce appears to

have been the ingenious discoverer of the happy mode of

interpreting the illustration of the lightning. From Bishop

Pearce the thing was copied by Bishop Newton in his work

on the Prophecies. And this latter work appears to have

been the principal source of argument and illustration, in

commenting on this part of the Scriptures, for nearly all the

later divines. " Honor to whom honor is due."

The foregoing quotations, considered with reference to

their principal points, teach just two things: 1. That the

lightning shining from east to west illustrates the invasion

and conquest of Judea by the Romans : that they entered

into Judea on the east, and carried on their conquests west-

wardly. 2. That as the lightning flashes out suddenly and

unexpectedly, instantly illuminating the whole heavens ; so

would it be with respect to the coming and conquests of the

Roman armies ; it would be so sudden, so unexpected, and

the conquests and desolations so general and rapid, as to be

fitly represented by the flashing, spreading, destructive light-

ning.

The author is not sensible of doing injustice to the prece-

ding quotations, by this condensed summary of their general
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teacliing ; and his only object in making this summary is, to

bring more distinctly before tlie reader the precise points to

which he designs to reply.

Reader, consider attentively the principal points in these

quotations ; notice hovr confident the declarations, and the

appeals to history ; and how important to the proi)er under-

standing of the prophecy these historic illustrations are con-

sidered. Having done this, carefully consider now what you

are about to read ; for its importance commends it to your

most serious attention. After a long, thorough, and entirely

satisfactory examination of this matter; having critically

examined the original authorities referred to ; having in innu-

merable instances made it a subject of inquiry, and sought

information from the living, as well as from the writings of

the deceased ; the author is now prepared to make his unex-

pected, startling, but well-weighed, and confident statement.

Reader, there is no truths or semMance of truth, in those

quotations, so far as they relate to the history of the corning

and concpiest of the Romans. Not only is there no truth in

them, hut in res])ect to the point in question, they are diametri-

cally opposriE to tlie truth in every important 2Xi7'ticular. The

iohole thing is a fiction, with hardly a sufficiency offoundor

tion truth to he called a romance. The positive affirmcdions

are proved to he loithout truth hy the very authorities which are

appealed to !

The issue is distinct, and the reader is challenged to inves-

tigate. But how shall iXxo, question be decided ? by opinions,

or assertions ? Certainly not; it is purely a question ai fact,

and to facts the appeal is made. But as the investigation

would necessarily interrupt the consecutive exposition of the

prophcc}', the. facts in the case are brought together in a part

of the book specially devoted to that puq^ose. The reader is

therefore particularly requested, hifore proceeding any fur-

ther, to turn to the second Appendix, and, with a good map
before him,* examine the subject for himself.

* Eobinson'a is the best
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Verse 27. For as the lightning cometh out of tue east, and shinetii even

UNTO THE WEST ; SO SHALL ALSO THE COMING OF TUE SoN OF MAN BE.

Supposing the reader to have complied with the request to

examine the application of this verse to the Jewish war, and

that he is now ready to proceed with the Exposition, we come
dii'ectly to the text.

TVe find several things in this verse to observe :

1. Tlie Lord was not, at this point, discussing the subject

of his coming ; but merely alluded to it for a particular pur-

pose, to be hereafter considered. The reference to his com-

ing, in this place, was evidently anticipatory, so far as it

relates to chronological order. The proper position for the

subject of his coming, to be regularly described, is after the

29th verse. There it is treated formally, particularly, and

with special reference to its preceding, attending, and succeed-

ing events. Will the reader do himself and the author the

favor carefully to notice this evident and important fact.

2. Another thing to be observed is, that this reference to

his coming was f6r the purpose of illustrating another suhject;

NOT THE coiiDfG OF TUE Ro:\tANS, but the comiug of the falsk

Christs, of which he was then particularly speaking.

3. And it should be noticed also, that the intention of

the illustration was to point out a contrast, not a similitude.

Tlie Lord had in view the liability of his disciples to be mis-

led by confounding things that had no proper similarity.

They might be deceived by the false Christs, on the supposi-

tion that when the Lord should come, it might be in a

manner similar to the apjDcarance of the impostors. He at

once secures them from this source of danger, by simply

stating the manner in which he would appear,— as the light-

ning Hashing through the heavens.

4. Christ midoubtedly desired that this illustration should

have such an impression on the minds of his disciples as

would be natural,— not needing a lengthy dissertation, or,

indeed, any la'bored effort, to produce the proper imj)ression.

The minds for which the illustration was intended (supposing

it designed for general use,) were not the critical, the investi-

gating, and the superior ; but the common minds ; the minds
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of the farmers, mercliants, mechanics, fishermen, day laborers

;

those of the women and children ; in a word, the ordinary

minds of the people generally. And such would undoubtedly

understand him to speak of himself, in a QinQ\\j personal, and

not in a merely representative, or judicial sense. And this

would be the more likely to be the case, from the fact that he

did, immediately after, speak so evidently of his personal

advent.

5. "We should be careful not to judge of the impression

naturally produced in their minds, by the groundless notions

which we may have derived from the far-fetched, labored,

metaphysical, and— as has ^qqu proved—^cfo7«c>?/5, interpre-

tations of this passage. The disciples of that day had not our

numerous, voluminous, figurative, and wonderfully ingenious

expositions of the Lord's discourse. They listened to its

delivery, or they perused the record, with very difi"erent pre-

concei^tions from oui-s. So far as they prejudged the matter

at all, they supposed that Christ would come, inpfcrson, about

that time. Everything indicates this: the coming of the

impostors ; the danger of deception ; the nature of the admo-

nitions ; the misunderstood predictions. And the adnionitions

of Chrnst cannot le tortured into such a shape, as to show, or

even to appear to show, that he desired or intended to remove

from their minds the impression that the coming he referred

to would he a personal coming. Ilis whole eflbrt in the case

was to guard them against other things
;
particularly, against

a misunderstanding of the time and manner of his coming.

6. Our Lord most certainly knew what were the supposi-

tions of the disciples respecting the nature of his coming

;

and it is sufficiently obvious that the reference to his coming in

the 2Tth verse, was intended to guard them against deception

on tliis particular point. But how did lie do it ? Did he say

to them. You are mistaken in your impression that I am to

come p>crsonalhj : it is not a personal coming, as the impos-

tors will pretend, but only a, fgurative or judicial coming:

I mean simply that I am to come in judgment, by means of

the Koman armies ?

Now if this was in fact the coming he referred to, and he
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desired to guard tliem against being deceived by the impos-

tors, how much more natural it would have been for him just

to have informed them of this ; and, by so doing, not only

guard them from danger of deception on this point, but save

many generations from misapprehending him. But, instead

of removing their impression that he was io covao, personally,

he made an allusion to a coming that he immediately de-

scribed in a way that seems to be as personal as language can

make it. And the difference between the coming of the

impostors and his own coming, he did not in any way inti-

mate to consist in being the one personal, and the other

figurative ; but in the distinctly asserted fact, this his coming

should be as the lightning flashing through the heavens.

And when he introduced the subject in its proper order, not

by a mere allusion, but for the purpose of describing it, he

afiirmed that he would come in the clouds of heaven, and that

all the tribes of the earth shoidd see him coming in that man-
ner. This must certainly have been to the disciples, with

their previous impression of the personality of his coming,

not only a sufficient guard against deception by the false

Christs, but also a deep confirmation of the reality of his

coming in person at the proper time.

The subject is here treated incidentally, and will be re-

sumed at the appropriate place to treat it particularly, as our

Lord himself has done.

Verse 28. Foe •wheresoever the carcass is, there will the eagles bb gath-

ered TOGETHER.

But what is intended by the carcass and the eagles ? This

is a little obscure. Tliose who see nothing but the coming of

the Bomans in the reference to the coming of the Son of man
as the flashing lightning, will of course find something to fix

upon, in connection with the Eomans, which may be used as

an argument for such an application of the text. And it should

be cheerfully admitted that among the images and other de-

vices on the Boman ensigns, the image of the eagle was very

conspicuous ; as much so, probably, as the same figure on our

own national standard. And this seems to have been consid-
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ered a siiflQcient proof that tlie preceding verse refers to the

Komans, Lccanse of this supposed allusion to their ensigns.

Ent on this point there are several things to be considered.

1. It has heen jproved that the reasons assigned for referring

the 27th verse to the Eoraans, are not founded in fact. Is it

not more than useless, then ;— is it not reprehensible, to coun-

tenance and propagate so evident and so injurious an error ?

If the eagles of the 28th verse refer to anything connected

with the Romans, the proof must be drawn from some other

source than the verse relating to tlie lightning.

2. If the 27th verse be acknowledged to have nc^ reference

to the Romans, but to be an anticipatory reference to the

coming of Christ, then the 2Sth verse would be closely related

to the 26th, and would seem to refer more particularly to the

impostors of whom Christ was then discoursing. Tlie body of

the Jewish people miglit tlien be considered as the lifeless

carcass, ready to be preyed upon by the false prophets and

false Christs, who, like the eagles, would scent their prey, and

gather to deceive and destroy. Tlie advantages of this appli-

cation over the usual one would be, (1.) That the subject of

the discourse would not be interrupted by the introduction of

an entirely new theme; for, in this case, the 27th verse would

be a mere allusion— parentlietic in nature— to a subject re-

ferred to for a moment to show, at a glance, the contract

between the true coming of Christ— which would soon be

formally considered— and tlie coming of the imi^ostors^ which

was then the immediate subject of discourse. And, (2.) Tliis

application would better agree with iha character ofthe eagle;

for it is well known that tin's bird is not gregarious, and docs

not make its attacks in great numbers, like armies. It is an

unsocial bird ; and, to quote Watson's Dictionary, " Provi-

dence has constituted it a solitary animal ; two pairs of eagles

are never found in the same neighborhood, though the genus

is dispersed through every quarter of the world."

Now the Romans nished upon the Jews in large masses,

totally unlike the gathering of the eagles to the prey, solitarily,

or in single pairs. But the impostore, of whom Christ was tlien

speaking, did not come upon tlio Jews in crowds, but singly,
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or in small numbers at a time. And they were really as much
instrmnental in the destruction of the Jews as the Rotnana

themselves, though not quite so immediately.

Tliese considerations are not relied upon as j)roving the

supposition beyond dispute ; but as worthy of notice, showing

very clearly that there is no necessity of referring the verse to

the Romans. If, however, it should be deemed more appro-

priate to interpret the verse in connection with the 2Tth, then

nothing can be more proper than to ajDply it to the destruction

of the wicked at the second coming of Christ.

The Scriptures distinctly teach us, that when the Lord Jesus

shall be revealed from heaven, it will be in flaming fire, taking

vengeance on the wicked, who shall then be destroyed. 2

Thess. i. 7; Rom. ii. 5. And we are just as distinctly taught

that the angels will be the agents employed in that final de-

struction of the wicked. Sinners dead in trespasses and sins,

might be represented as the lifeless carcasses ; and the awful

descent of the angels from heaven, to execute the judgments

denounced upon the incorrigible, might be represented fitly

by the terrible rushing of the eagles upon their prey. And
this application, too, should be preferred to the one in com-

mon repute. It is not insisted upon however.

3. But, in relation to the application of the text, it should

be remembered, that the illustration itself was neither new
nor unusual. Long before the Romans were heard of, the

gathering of the eagles to their prey was a proverb among the

Orientals. Job. xxxix. 27-30.

The Old Testament contains several references to the eagles

;

and sometimes, it seems, the ravages of armies are illustrated

by the habits of this bird. But whether the illustration in

the verse before us was designed to apply to the Romans or

not, it is certain that a little less positiveness in the matter

would be more becoming : and a little more attempt at proof

would be desirable, on the part of those who so confidently

teach that the coming of tlie Romans is intended.

4. After all, this is a matter of but little consequence in its

bearing upon this Exposition. If it refers to the Romans, its

introduction in this maimer, and in this_/;?«c6, is exceedingly
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abrupt, and tends greatly to confuse the mind, in its efforts to

discover the chronological relation of the events predicted.

Allowing the application of the illustration to the Komans,

it seems appropriate to read it in connection with the passage

which follows it in the Harmony, which is the next one

brought under notice.

K any importance, touching this point, should be given to

the seventeenth chapter of Luke, then this gathering of the

eagles to the carcass should be considered as referring to that

specific time when there should be " two men in one bed ; the

one shall be taken, and the other left. Two women shall be

grinding together ; the one shall be taken, and the other left."

"And they answered and said unto him, Where, Lord ? And
he said unto tliem, Wheresoever the body is, thither will the

eagles be gathered together." Luke xvii. 34—37.

It should be observed here, that our Lord is now, (Luke xvii.)

speaking of a particular time of scjyaration^ between those

most intimately associated. And it was to be " in that night.''^

And there is nothing in the whole j^assage that appears to

have the remotest reference to the Romans. But, on the other

hand, there are some considerations which make it appear

exceedingly improper so to apply it ; especially the specific

time ^Hn that night f^ and likewise the nature of the occur-

rence which would then take* place : not the esca^pe of one,

and the taking of the other ; but a taking of one from the side

of another, who is left.

Now what was there during the whole Roman war that was

so prominent among the other events as to mark the specific

time " in that night," when the gathei-ing of the eagles should

be dated ? And, more particularly, what was there, " in that

night," that corresponded with the predicted separation of

intimates— the taking of one, and leaving the other? What
does this mean 2 It must bo admitted by every one, that our

Lord -v^as now, (Luke xvii.) discoursing of the " day when the

Son of man is revealed."

Those who understand the Saviour to refer to his literal com-

ing, to separate hetween the righteous and the wicked, find no

indefiniteness or difficulty in the passage. For, in Matt. xiii.
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30, we learn that the angels will be directed to "gather together

first the tares," in order to destroy them ; and in verse 49 we
read, " So shall it be at the end of the world ; the angels shall

come forth, and sever the icicJced from among thejust^ In

this waj it is easy to perceive how two may be together, and

one may be taken^ and the other left.

And it is worthy of remark, too, that the second coming of

Christ is represented as being in the night. Matt. xxv. 6.

It may have been noticed that the quotation from Luke

xvii. omitted the 36th verse. Tliis was designed ; for it is

quite probable that that verse is not genuine.

Our best divines either leave it out, or mark as doubtful or

interpolated. Our standard Bible has this marginal note,

" This 36th verse is wanting in most of the Greek copies." Dr.

Clarke says, "Tlie 36th vei"se is,without doubt, an interpolation."

Finally, in view of the manifest impropriety of applying the

illustration of the lightning to the coming of the Eomans, as

it has been suflBciently exhibited in the proper place ; and in

view of the consideration that the Lord was not then referring

to the Romans at all, but to his o\fn personal advent, as con-

trasted with the appearance of the impostors, why should the

associated illustration of the eagles be so confidently— without

any proof, or necessity— applied to the Romans, of whom he
then had no occasion to speak ?

Why should it not be judged to refer to the event with

which it is associated in the seventeenth chapter of Luke ?

especially, since in that event there is an evident propriety of

application, and since it was at that point the evident subject

of discourse ?

But, as previously observed, it is not essential to the theory

of this Exposition whether the illustration of the eagles be ap-

plied to the Romans or not
;
yet, for the foregoing reasons,

the author prefers the application either to the coming of the

impostors, or the advent of Christ with his holy angels, to ex-

ecute judgment upon the incorrigible at the end of the world.

"With those two events the illustration agrees better than in

its application to the Roman?, both in respect to its connec-

tions with tlie discom-se, and with the nature of the events.

12
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[Luke : Axd Tnrr shall fall by the edge of the swoed, .\yD shall be led

AWAY CAPTIVE INTO ALL NATIONS ; AND JERUSALEM SHALL BE TRODDEX POWN OF THK

GeNTILXS, until the TIMIS of the GENTaBB BE FULFILLED.]

The importance of this passage from Luke must be evident

to all. It is surprising that it has had so little prominency in

the endeavors of biblical writers to frame a theory of exposi-

tion that sliould be in harmony with itself. " But the passage

has often been alluded to." Yes, truly, it has often been al-

luded to, and that is about all. It is proper here to remark,

(1.) This passage forms a part of the Lord's discourse, just

as certainly as if it had been preserved in the record of Mat-

thew ; for, although it is not improper to suppose that some

things in the discourse may have been, for wise purposes,

omitted in the records, yet it would be inexcusable to suppose

that any of the inspired writers had added a passage that the

Lord did not deliver. This would be a false record. Let it

be kept in mind, then, that the very words of this passage

from Luke were spoken by Christ ; and that they just as truly

belong to this prophecy as if they were found in every one

of the evangelists.

(2.) It is obvious that some importance should be allowed

to the position which this passage occupies in the discourse.

It will be observed from the Harmony that it is not placed

where it is usually found in the Harmonies which are in com-

mon use. It is generally placed opposite to IMatt., verse 21,

22, and Mark, verses 19, 20. But why it is placed there, re-

mains yet to be discovered. Why it should Twt be placed

there, will appear from several considerations.

First. It is out of the chronological order. The passage it-

self, as all may perceive, is indefinitely long, as it relates to

the time of its fulfillment ; and a principal part is yet unac-

complished. But it is made to occupy a position where it

sejyarates events which transjnred in conntxiio?i lolth the war
that desolated the land seventeen centuries ago. This, of itself,

ought to bo sufficient to prove that the passage is out of ])lace

in our common Harmonies ; for, as has been shown in this Ex-

position, our Lord had great respect to the chronological order

of events in framing hia discourse.
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Secondly. In its present position in the Harmonies in com-

mon nse, the passage does not make good sense. It is placed

opposite to the verses which speak of the Lord's shortening

those days of trihidation, lest all flesh shoidd i)erlsh. Of

course the passage in question is made to refer to the same

days that the Lord had shortened for the elect's sake. But

the passage itself speaks of days of tribulation that have al-

ready lasted nearly eighteen hundred years, and are yet un-

fulfilled. Now, to speak of having shortened the longest

national dispersion that the world ever witnessed, is not to

speak good sense. It is doing injury to the natural perception

of propriety of speech which forms the groundwork of all in-

telligent instruction, and the only rational basis of conviction.

And the inconsistency of making tlie passage speak in this

way, is aggravated by tlie fact, that, 'mhU*^. these days are yet

unfulfilled-^ so far from there being a probability that " no

flesh should be saved," " except thosQ days should be short-

ened," the Jews have wonderfully increased ; and probably at

this moment number more than they did at the beginning of

the Eoman war.

Thirdly. The commentators and harmonists who have ei-

ther m.ade or adopted the usual arrangement of the parallel

passages, corajileijcly mdlify the teaching of the verse in ques-

tion. They do it in this way : Wlien pressed to define what

days of tribulation those were that were shortened for the

elect's sake, they invariably limit them to the time of the

Roman war, and particularly to the final siege of Jerusalem,

But this completely nullifies the teaching of the passage un-

der notice ; for this passage still reaches on to future times,

after so many ages of partial fulfillment.

Fourthly. By putting the passage from Luke into its pres-

ent position in the usual Harmonies, it of course comes in be-

fore the verses which refer to the appearance of the false

Christs and the false prophets that so characterized the times

of the Roman war. And, according to the ordinary arrange-

ment of the verses, our Lord is made to say, after giving the

prediction in question, '''•Then if any man shall say unto you.
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Lo, here is Christ, or there ; believe it not. For there shall

arise false Christs and false prophets," &c.

Xow, whether there shall be such impostors after the fulfill-

ment of the passage in question, is possible, perhaps ; but

that the prediction of these impostors was literally fulfilled

during the Roman war, is admitted by all. Why, then, by

such a collocation of verses, divert the passage from its legiti-

mate teaching, and make it refer to another period, to which

it does not belong ?

These are some of the reasons why the verse in question

should not occupy the position where it is usually found. "We

will now notice a few things to justify the position of the verso

in the harmony of this treatise.

First. We notice that the passage cannot he out of place^ as

it res])ects what follows it. For, as all can perceive for them-

selves, it was placed by Luke before the verses relating to tho

signs in the heavens. Let this he distinctly widerstood and

rememhered.

Secondly. As it relates to the general captivity and disper-

sion of the Jews, and the still continued downtreading of Je-

rusalem by the Gentiles, it chronologically belongs to the pe-

riod suhsequent to the final siege of Jerusalem. Tms cannot

BE DENTED. Now, then, if our Lord continued to deliver his

predictions in chronological order, where does this passage

belong ? Precisely where you find it in this Harmony. It

is here made to pi'ecede the prediction of the signs in the

heavens ; and to follow the description of the final siege.

AVliere else can it be placed, if any regard be had for the

chronological order of events ?

And do you not see that Luke himself has placed it pre-

cisely at this point ? Tlie preceding verse relates to the " great

distress in the land, and wrath upon this people ;" and it is

evidently parallel with the verses in Matthew and Mark wliich

speak of the unexampled tribulation which all our divines

agree in referring to the final siege of Jerusalem.

In placing the 2-lth verse of Luke where it is found in this

Harmony, we have not only strictly observed the chronologi-
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cal order of events, but we liave most certainly followed the

inspired writer, who was moved to preserve this important

passage.

The only thing necessary to add, is, that Luke, writing a

supplement to the other records, and finding that Matthew and
Mark had both given a particular narrative of the prediction

of the appearance of the impostors, did not think it necessary

to record that part of the discourse. And it will be observed

that what he omitted belongs to the period of the war and

siege of Jerusalem, and was, of course, antecedent to the pe-

riod embraced in the verse under notice. Certainly, then, in

a full record of all that is presented of our Lord's discourse,

this verse must come in precisely where this Harmony places it.

So much (and is it not enough ?) has been said to show that

the verse in question does tio^ belong where it is usually found

in the Harmonies in common use ; and so much, to show that

it does belong precisely where this Harmony places it. The

argument is intended for men of intelligence and candor.

'"'And they shall fall hy tJie edge of the sioo7'd"

Tliis is a condensed statement of the destructiveness of that

terrible war, particularly of the dreadful slaughter that at-

tended and terminated the siege of the capital. A particular

account of the Jews during that war has already been given,

and need not be repeated. It is estimated that more than a

million perished at Jerusalem alone.

^^And shall he led away captive into all nations"

!Never was a prediction more literally and terribly fulfilled.

In the former general captivities there had been but compara-

tively little dispersion : they had been permitted to dwell to-

gether, to some extent, even in the land of their captivity.

Even in Egypt the great body of the Israelites had a distinct

portion of the country assigned them, and had their own reli-

gious and social communities, customs, and rules. And
when the ten tribes were carried away into captivity, and the

kingdom of Israel terminated, the people appear still to have

inhabited the same region of coimtry, as a general thing, and

undoubtedly enjoyed more or less of their peculiarities of re-

ligion and government.
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So, likewise, when the two tribes were carried away, and

the kingdom of Judah destroyed for a season, the Jews seem

to liave been kept in the same region of country.

But the captivity predicted by the Saviour was not only

more general than the former, but it reached the extremity

predicted by Moses : they were driven to the uttermost parts

of the eartli. It is not designed to say, in the foregoing re-

marks, that the Jews were not, to some extent, dispersed

among all nations, in consequence of the former captivities

;

but only that the dispersion was not so general as the one now

under consideration.

The two tribes were can-ied to Babylon ; and the ten tribes

appear to have been carried east of the Tigris, into the further

regions of Assyria. AVhen Judea was finally laid waste by

the Romans, and the people either destroyed or carried cap-

tive, the dispersion appears to have been more general tlian

formerly. Tliis may not liave resulted immediately ; but it

did result finally, as the facts in the case demonstrate.

It is sufficient to answer the language of the prediction, if

there was a dispersion among the principal nations then ex-

isting. But what then began by the Eoman capti\aty has

been ever since fulfilling, until now there is hardly an inhab-

ited spot where the descendants of Jacob are not found. Tliey

bleach or blacken in all climes, and all the languages of the

earth are spoken by Jewish tongues. For some divine pur-

pose, the Jews have been jireserved as a distinct people, du-

ring the long ages of their captivity ; and for some divine

purpose they have been scattered among all nations. Their

destiny is so manifestly providential, that there is reason to

believe that God will yet use them for some great work intlio

consummation of the gospel age. We shall have occasion to

refer to this subject again in connection witli another part of

the chapter.

" And Jerusalem shall he trodden dovm of the Gentiles^ unr

til the times of the Gentiles he fulfilled.''''

Tlie meaning of this appears to be, (1.) Tliat the city shall

remain in the possession of the Gentiles during the specified

term. But, (2.) By being trodden dZ<;w;/i, something more than
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mere possession must he intended: it is a term that denotes

violence, and, applied to a people, oppression. Now, speak-

ing of the city with reference to its sacred associations, and

speaking of it especially as a tTew would naturally feel,

the Gentile occupants of it might well be regarded as tramp-

ling it oppressively under their feet, even when they did not

particularly ravage or abuse it. In the possession of the Gen-

tiles, the Jews have ever regarded it as an abused and injured

place. It occasions great pain to them to see their holy city

— the city of the living God— occupied and polluted by the

uncircumcised nations. And so far as the Jews are concerned,

the city has been more oppressed and abused than any other

on the face of tlie globe.

For half a century after its desolation by the Romans, the

city remained almost entirely unoccupied, except by the gar-

rison that was stationed there to keep possession. After this

the Roman emperor rebuilt the city, changed its name, and

placed tliere a Roman colony. Thus it remained until the

time of Constantino, the first Christian emperor, when the

city, and indeed the whole country, was C/tristianized, if such

a term may be used to describe such a conversion and revo-

lution as were brought about by Constantino and his pious

mother, the celebrated empress Helena. Jerusalem now be-

came to the Christian what it had formerly been to the Jew /

but still to the Jew it was a forbidden city, for it was kept

under the control of the Christian Gentiles. And the Chris-

tians seemed to regard the Jew as being as great an abomi-

nation as the Jew had fomierly regarded the heathen. The

Christianizing of the country was not, then, any great tavor

to the Jews ; the city of his fathers, and of his father's God,

was to him a forbidden place. And this prediction of the

Iword Jesus was doubtless as well understood by the people

then as it is now. So far the prediction had been literally

fulfilled. But Providence was willing to permit it to be

publicly tested whether the word of Christ should fail in this

important matter.

After Constantino had reigned thirty years, he was suc-

ceeded by Constnntius the Second, who reigned twenty-four
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years. llieii that wonderful man, Jullvx, called the Apos-

tate, became emperor of Rome, A. D. 301. Julian appears

to have been the most learned and philosophic, the most able,

brave, and successful, and, in his way, the most religious, of

the emperoi-s of that age of the world. He was educated in the

belief and practice of the Christian religion by Eusebius, an

Arian Bishop of jSTicomedia.* But as Julian was finally brought

into <'>pen conflict with his brother Constantius, the empenjr.

who was a professor of Christianity of the Athanasian party, Ju-

lian was not only brought to oppose the dominion of Constantius,

but also his religion, and his Lord. Succeeding to the em-

pire, he eventually made an open renunciation of Christianity,

and emlu'aced the religion of the Pagans, and became remark-

ably zealous in promoting paganism and conforming to its

practices. Tliis gained for him the title of Ajyosiate. But he

issued an imperial decree, granting free toleration to all the

religions of tlie empire. Probably out of hatred to the reli-

gion from which he had apostatized, more than from any

other motive, and from a desire to defeat the very prediction

now under consideration, " ho embraced the extraordinary

design of rebuilding the temple of Jerusalem.'' lie nuist, of

course, make some pretence of piet}' to explain such an un-

expected and singular enterprise. "In a public epistle to the

nation or community of the Jews, dispersed through the

provinces, he pities their misfortunes, condemns their oppres-

sors, praises their constancy, declares himself their gracious

protector, and expresses a pious hope, that after his return

from the Persian war, he may be pei-mitted to pay his grate-

ful vows to the Almighty in his holy city of Jerusalem.''

Jerusalem was at this time, we should recollect, in the

possession of the Christians. Tlie cluu-ch of tlie Holy Sepul-

chre, and other magnificent buildings of Christian origin,

adorned it ; and the churcli there was numerous, wealthy, and

enjoyed a preeminence somcwliat j)roporti<<nal to the remarka-

"bleness of the city itself. It was visited, as it is now, by

pilgrims from all parts of the Avorld. But the Christians then,

•Tliis was not Eusebius Painpliilius, the colebrateJ Ecclesiaetical Hiato-

nan ; but on Arian Bishop, who was contcuiporaiy with ULui.
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as now, -were almost exclusively Gentiles, and the prediction

of the Lord Jesus was still fulfilling.

To quote again from Gibbon's Declme and Fall, " The vain

and ambitious mind of Julian might aspire to restore the

ancient glory of the temple of Jerusalem. As the Christians

were firmly persuaded that a sentence of everlasting destruc-

tion had been pronounced against the whole fabric of the

Mosaic law, the imperial sophist would have converted the

success of his undertaking into a specious argument against

the faith of prophecy, and the truth of revelation."

The Apostate at first designed to prosecute the Persian

war, and then carry out his ambitious designs respecting the

holy city. But as he contemplated the advantages which

success in his building enterprize might give him, as an

opposer of the religion of Jesus, he changed his plans : "The
prospect of an immediate and important advantage would

not sufi'er the impatient monarch to expect the remote and

uncertain event of the Persian war. He resolved to erect,

without delay, on the commanding eminence of Moriah, a

stately temple, which might eclipse the splendor of the church

of the Resurrection on the adjacent hill of Calvary; to

establish an order of priests, whose interested zeal would

detect the arts, and resist the ambition, of their Christian

rivals ; and to invite a numerous colony of Jews, whose stern

fanaticism would be always prepared to second, and even to

anticii^ate, the hostile measures of the Pagan government."

The emperor now selected his men, and had the work com-

menced with the order with which all his entei^prizes were

undertaken. Tlie oflicer who was appointed to superintend

the aft'air, " received an extraordinary commission to restore,

in its pristine beauty, the temple of Jerusalem." " At the

call of their great deliverer, the Jews, from all the provinces

of the empire, assembled on the holy mountain of their

fathers ; and their insolent triumph alarmed and exasperated

the Christian inhabitants of Jerusalem. The desire of re-

building the temple has in every age been the ruling passion

of the children of Israel. In this propitious moment the

men forgot their avarice, and the women their delicacy;
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spades and pick-axes of silver were provided by tlie vanity of

tlie rich, and the rubbish was transported in mantles of silk

and purple ! Every purse was opened in liberal contribu-

tions, every hand claimed a share in the pious labor ; and the

commands of a great monarch were executed by the enthu-

siasm of a whole people."

Here, now, we have a systematic and powerful combina-

tion to hinder the further fulfillment of this wonderful

prophecy. All that imperial authority, wealth, influence and

zeal could do,— all that they could do, assisted by such zeal

and energy as were exhibited by the assembled Jews,— all

this was brought to bear against the truth of this prophecy.

"What was the result ? The sceptical historian has sufficiently

answered :
" Yet on this occasion, the joint efforts of power

and enthusiasm were unsuccessful ; and the ground of the

Jewish temple, which is now covered by a Mahometan

mosque, still continued to exhibit the same edifying spectacle

of ruin and desolation." Providence interposed by taking

away the life of the profane Apostate ; he lived but six months

after commencing his undertaking. "But," continues the

historian, " the Christians entertained a natural and pious

expectation, that, in this memorable contest, the honor of

religion would be vindicated by some signal miracle. An
earthquake, a whirhvind, and a fiery eruption, which over-

turned and scattered the new foundations of the temple, are

attested, with some variations, by contemporary and rosjjecta-

ble evidence. This public event is described by Ambrose,

bishop of Milan, in an epistle to the emperor Tlieodosi us, which

must provoke the severe animadversion of the Jews ; by the

eloquent Chrysostom, who might appeal to the memory of

the elder part of his congregation at Antioch ; and by Greg-

ory Nazianzen, who published his account of the miracle

before the expiration of the same year. Tlie last of these

writers has boldly declared, that this preturnatural event was

not disj^uted by tlic infidels ; and his assertion, strange as it

may seem, is confirmed by the unexceptionable testimony of

Ammianus Marcellinus. Tlie philosophic soldier, who loved

the virtues, without adopting the prejudices of his master, has



HARMONY AKD EXPOSITION. 187

recorded, in his judicious and candid history of his own times,

the extraordinary obstacles which interrupted the restoration

of the temple of Jerusalem.
^
'Whilst Alypius, [the super-

intendent under Julian] assisted by the governor of the

province, urged, with vigor and diligence, the execution of

the work, horrible balls of fire breaking out near the founda-

tions, with frequent and reiterated attacks, rendered the place,

from time to time, inaccessible to the scorched and blasted

workmen ; and the victorious element continuing in this man-

ner, obstinately and resolutely bent, as it were, to drive them

to a distance, the undertaking was abandoned.' Such au-

thority should satisfy a believing, and must astonish an

incredulous, mind." See Gibbon's Decline and Fall of the

Roman Em])ire.

This writer last cpioted by Gibbon, with such a commenda-

tion, was the emperor's j^rivate secretary, and finally wrote

his biography. So this attemj)t to defeat the fulfillment of

this prophecy proved abortive. The city continued in about

the same condition two or three hundred years. Then it was

taken and plundered by the Persians. Then it was taken

from the Persians by the emperor Heraclius, who restored it

to the Christians again; and the Jews were forbidden to

come within three miles of the city. Kot long after, it was

taken by the Mahometans., and, with the exception of the

time it was in the hands of the Crusaders., (who were also

Gentiles,) it has been trodden under foot by the followers of

the false proj^het. How the city is situated at the j^resent

day, is too well known to need a particular description ; the

crescent of Omar's mosque still glitters upon Moriah, and the

Gentile treads the summit of Zion ; while the poor, despised,

insulted Jew crawls to a remaining fragment of the ancient

wall, that he may kiss the stones of his father's habitation,

and lift up his wailing cry, "How long, Oh, Lord, how
long?"

" Until the times of the Gentiles hefidflledP

The treading down of Jerusalem, though continued long,

is limited. When that period has transpired which is here

called " the times of the Gentiles," the holy city will cease to
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be trodden down, as it has been since its desolation by the

Romans. It seems rational to suppose, that at that time, it

"will again come into the possession of the Jews.

But what are we to understand by the timed of the Gentiles?

undoubtedly the same as St. Paul intends by the fullness of

the Gentiles. Rom. xi. 25.

Wesley's annotation is, " The times of the Gentiles— that

is, the times limited for their treading the city ; which shall

terminate in the full conversion of the Gentiles." His note

on the expression in Romans is, " Till there be a vast harvest

among the heathen." Wesley's view of the extent of this

conversion of the Gentiles, is given more definitely in his

note on the next verse,— " And so all Israel shall he saved,—
being convinced by the coming in of the Gentiles. But there

will be a still larger harvest among the Gentiles, when all

Israel is come in."

Providence has limited a time, during which the Gentiles,

in large numbers, will be converted ; and a certain period, or

extent, of that conversion among the Gentiles is called their

fullness, and the fulfillng of their times. Until that period

shall arrive, the Jews will be generally blinded : the vail will

be upon tlieir hearts ; they will remain dispersed among the

nations, and the Gentiles will possess their capital city. At

a certain period of the prevalence of the gospel among the

Gentiles, the blindness which had previously hindered the

conversion of the Jews shall be taken away, and they be

generally gathered unto Christ. With this change in their

spiritual condition, will occur a change in their political.

Providence will gather them in from their captivity among

the nations, and their holy city shall be no longer trodden

down by the Gentiles.

Dr. Clarke's comment on the words under notice is not very

dissimilar to Wesley's. "Till tlic fullness of the Gentiles

come in,— i. e., till all the nations of the world should receive

the gospel of Christ, after which tlie Jews themselves should

be converted to God."

Whitby's view is thus expressed: "Jerusalem shall be

inhabited, not by the Jews, but by the Gentiles ruling there,



HAKMONY AND EXPOSITION. 189

till the season for the full conversion of the still hea hen

Gentiles shall come in ; i. e., till the time of the conversion

of the Jews, and the flowing in of all nations to them."

These justly celebrated divines have undoubtedly given—

•

generally speaking— the true sense of the passage. But

there seems to be a necessity of speaking of the conversion

of the Gentiles with some limitations ; for the same passages

which are relied upon to prove the ingathering, evidently

teach that it will be only a general, not a universal, conver-

sion. And some passages which refer to that time expressly

teach that all will not be converted when the Lord comes to

judgment.

CHAPTER VIII.

Principal Subject— Dabkenln-g the Sun, &c. Yaeious In-

TEEPKETATIONS REVIEWED.

The Figurative Theory not very Ancient— Influence of a Mistake— Nature

of the Argument— Plan of the Argument— Two Branches of the Figura-

tive Theory— The Diflference— Double Sense Theory— Robinson's—Ar-

guments used in sustaining the Figurative Theories— Examination and

Refutation— Review of Whitby— What led him into his Peculiar Views -~

Difficulties of Error— Whitby against Grotius and "Whiston— Newton'a

Theory— The Argument on "Immediately after the Tribulation of those

days," reviewed— Josephus— Facts—Appeal to Logic— Conclusion

—

The Argument relating to the Figurative Language of the Old Testament

considered—The Prophecy of Joel—The Question Settled—An Exegeti-

cal Curiosity— Peter's Reference to the Prophecy of Joel— How did he

understand it?— Other specimens from the Old Testament— An important

Fact in the case— Origin and Pi-oprieties of Metaphorical Language.

Verse 29. Immediately aftee the tribulatiox of those days, shall the sun

BE DARKENED, AND THE MOON SHALL NOT GIVE HER LIGHT, AND THE STARS SHALL FAIX

FttOM HEAVEN.

Most of the modern divines have considered this verse, and

those associated with it, hq figurative, and have made their

expositions accordingly. Their ingenious theories of exegesis
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have become extensively and permanently incorporated with

our standard biblical litcratm-e. And, such being the char-

acter of the books of study and reference in ministerial educa-

tion and labor, it is not at all surprising that the opinions of

onr leading commentators should almost univereally obtain

with the ministry and membership of the modern church. It

will be as difficult now to change the deep impressions and

permanent modes of thinking on this subject, as to alter the

deep-worn courses of our rivere, or change the direction of the

streets of our cities.

It seems, however, from the concessions of some of our

leading divines, that the figurative theory of expounding this

portion of the Scriptures is modern: it was not so interpreted,

usually, by the ancient commentators. Dr. Clarke, who was,

perhaps, as well qualified to judge in this matter as any man,

makes this concession. Ilis words— or Bishop Newton's,

rather; for he copies from the Bishop— his words are—
" Commentators generally understand this, and what follows,

of the end of the world, and' Christ's coming to judgment : but

the word immediately shows that our Lord was not speaking

of any distant event, but of something immediately conse-

quent on calamities already predicted ; and that must be the

destruction of Jerusalem."

Upon whom rests the responsibility of changing the more

ancient channels of thought, and diverting the former convic-

tions of the church from the simple literal into the metaphor-

ical, it may not be easy to determine. But there is a natural

tendency in the reflective mind to follow up the streams of

passing events, and discover, if possible, their first beginnings.

TVe love to explore the majestic rivers that flow deep and

broad along our borders, until we may stand with a foot on

either side, and gaze down into the little fountains whence

they originate. And even if these remote beginnings lie

hid in the inacce3sil)le regions where we may not extend our

researches, still we like to ascend as near to the undiscovered

sources as possible.

As it is evident that tlic present usual method of expound-

inn- this part of the Scriptures is not the more ancient— the
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primary method— but one of quite recent origin, the author

has felt a great desire to trace the principal figurative meth-

ods back to their origin. He has not succeeded, however, as

well as he hopes some other person may do ; but so far as he

has accomplished his design, it appears that Bishop Pearce

either invented, or, more probably, adopted from some earlier

writer, the leading features of the common figurative theory

;

and that Bishop l^ewton, in his work on the Prophecies, en-

dowed and adopted the theory ; and from him it has been

borrowed by many writers of more recent date. The inves-

tigations of the author have not furnished him with any evi-

dence that the present usually adopted methods of figurative

exegesis are of any great antiipiity, or of any such authority

as might properly deter a man from examining them, with a

view to test their ti'uthfulness and propriety. Like all other

merely human methods and opinions, they may be erroneous

;

and no one can reasonably censure an honest difference of

opinion, or a respectful, but earnest, opjDosition, if they are

conceived to be erroneous theories, and injurious to the cause

of truth.

Tlie author has employed a large portion of his time, and

devoted his very best efibrts, to the investigation of this sub-

ject. And the reader may be assured that what may be

advanced for his consideration, is not the result of mere cap-

tiousness, or springs from any desire to be found aiTayed

against the popular opinions of the age.

In accounting for the origin of the figurative theories of

exegesis in common use, it may be diflBcult to detennine how
much influence has been exerted by Bishop Pearce's mistahe

in applying the 27th verse to the coming and conquest of the

Romans. But as that verse must be regarded as a key to

much that follows, an essential error in the explanation of that

verse must be fatal to the correctness of the exposition of the

verse now under comment.

Of the probable history of that most egregious and fatal

error, perhaps enough has already been said. If undeniable

facts can demolish a fanciful theory, the usual application of
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the 27tli verse has been demonstrated* to be utterly without

foundation. And so far as the explanation of that verse af-

fects the passage before us, so far the argument is an argument

of facts, and not of mere opinions. It is not the author of

this Treatise in array against the good and great men from

whom he has the fate to differ ; but it is an army of autlien-

ticated facts arrayed against dignified, popular, but erroneous

opinions.

With a full persuasion of the erroneousness and injurious-

ness of the usual methods of expounding this part of the

prophecy of our Lord, conscious of entire purity of motive,

and confiding in the great Author of truth, the writer reso-

lutely braces himself to the task, which, undesired on his part,

Providence seems, to some extent, to have assigned to so un-

worthy an instrumentality.

The plan of procedure, in this part of the Exposition, will

be. Firstly, To notice the usual figurative exegesis of the pas-

sage. Secondly, To exhibit the arguments usually employed

in support ofsucli exegesis. Tliirdly, Kcview those argmnents.

Fourthly, Give, and defend, the true exposition.

I. The figurative theory is first to be considered.

Whitby's comment may be selected as embodying the sub-

stance of this theory, though in some things he differs from

most of the others, in relation to the time intended by the

" tribulation of those days."

" It being foretold that this should happen immediately

after the wasting of the Jews by Vespmiait's army flying

quickly through Galilee, Idumea, and Judea ; this cannot be

taken literally, because no such thing then happened to the

sun, moon, or stars. It must be, therefore, a metaphorical

expression, to signify, as it doth frccpiently in the Old Testa-

ment, and other ^mters, an utter desolation, and terrible de-

struction, brought upon a nation, and upon their capital cities,

compared to the sun and moon ; for in this language the

prophet Isaiah speaks of the destruction of Babylon, saying,

xiii. 9, 10, ' The day of the Lord cometh, cruel both with

* The reader is supposed to have read the second Appendix, in its proper

connections.
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wratli and fierce anger, to lay the land desolate ; and lie shall

destroy the sinners thereof out of it ; for the stars of heaven

and the constellations thereof shall not give their light ; and

the sun shall be darkened in his going forth, and the moon

shall not cause her light to shine.' The indignation of God

against the Idumeans is represented in like dreadful words,

Isa. xxxiv. 3, 4 ; so is the destruction of Sennacherib and his

people, Isa. li. G ; so is the destruction of Egypt, Ezek. xxxii.

7. And in these words this very destruction is foretold by

Joel, ' The sun and the moon shall be darkened, and the stars

shall not give their light. (Joel iii. 15, ii. 31.)

" This, therefore, saith Maimonides, ' is a proverbial expres-

sion, importing the destruction and utter ruin of a nation.'

Artemidorus also saith, that, ' the sun darkened or turned into

blood, and the stars falling, or disappearing, import the de-

struction of many people.' And in this sense it is almost in-

credible, which Josephus saith, viz: that eleven hundred

thousand perished in that siege." Whitby continues, "Anoth-

er exposition of these words is this. That then there shall be a

destruction of their ecclesiastical and civil state, and of the

rulers of them both ; according to these words of Maimonides,

*This metaphor imports, that men who for their state and

dignity might be compared to the sun, moon, and stars, shall

suddenly fall down as a leaffrom the vine and from the fig tree.'

''And this happened a considerable time hefore the destruc-

tion ofJerusalem^ when the thieves and zealots, saith Josephus,

' kept all the nobles, and rulers of the country, in close custo-

dy ;' when the zealots ' slew and consumed the nobility, and

made it their business to leave none of the men of power

alive,' and when ' twelve thousand of the nobility perished

after this manner ;' when the high priests, and among them

Ananus, were destroyed by the Idumeans, which Josephus

reckons ' the beginning of their captivity ;' when they ' abol-

ished the families of the high priest by succession, and placed

in their room men ignoble and unknown, who neither belong-

ed to the priesthood, nor knew what the office of high priest

meant.' That this was to happen before ' the great and ter-

rible day of the Lord,' or at that time, we learn from tho

13
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prophet Joel, saying, that ' then shall the sun he darkened,'

&c. This therefore cannot he referred to any time after the

destruction of Jerusalem."

Thus far the learned and critical "Whitby.

Dr. Clarke adopts, from Zig/iffoot, the same general princi-

ple of exegesis ; but it will be seen that he places the darken-

ing of the heavenly lights after the fall of Jerusalem.

" The word immediately shows that , our Lord was not

S2)eaking of any distant event, but of something immediately

consequent on calamities already predicted ; and that must he

the destruction of Jerusalem.'''' Quoting Lightfoot, he contin-

ues, " The Jewish heaven shall perish, and the sun and moon

of its glory and happiness shall be darkened— brought to

nothing. The sun is the religion of the church ; the moon is

the government of the state / and the stars are the judges and

doctors of both." Tliis is followed by the usual Scriptural

references.

There is just this specific difference between Dr. Clarke and

Whitby ; while both reject the literal interpretation of the

passage, and refer to the same Scriptures for proof, yet, strange-

ly, one places the event hefore the destruction of Jerusalem,

and the other after !

Tliese two commentators may be regarded as having ex-

pressed the present usual understanding of the passage before

us, with this most remarkable circumstance ; that the same

texts of Scripture which lead one to place the cyawt previous

to the fall of the city, lead the other to place it afterward!

And the many divines who have more or less followed in the

metaphorical theory, appear to have found some difficulty in

deciding between these two opinions ; and they have generally

not chosen to speak definitely on the point Perhaps some of

them did not think it was of much importance which way it

was decided, if it was only figurative.

The theory of double sense^ or the typical method of inter-

j)reting the passage, appears to have had less favor with our

divines. Matthein Henry almost adopts it, and Richard

Watson adopts it fully. Several others refer to it favorably.

But, as a late writer has shrewdly remarked, {Meth. Qua/r.
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Beview, July, 1842,) " If commentators could make out a lit-

eral or a figurative sense, clear of difficulty, they would adopt

it. But as they cannot do this, they destroy the difficulty by

doubling it. Because they cannot make it either, they make

it both ; and thus make om* Lord utter about two subjects

at the same time, what seems to them to be applicable to

neither."

Dr. Robinson has a theory to explain this passage, which

differs from all those which are found in the works consulted

in writing this Treatise. He says, in his Harmony^ " The

subsequent desolation and calamity spoken of in Matt. xxiv.

29-31, and the parallel passages, I refer to the overthrow and

complete extirpation of the Jewish people fifty years later

under Adrian ; when they were sold as slaves, and utterly

driven out from the land of their fathers."

Tlie foregoing extracts contain all the essential points in

the usual theories of figurative exegesis of this part of the

chapter. They all agree in rejecting the literal exposition

;

and they all agree in the general application of the language

to the Jewish government, church, and peoj^le. And, fur-

thermore, with the exception of Dr. Bobinson, they all agree

in limiting the fulfillment of the prediction to the period of

the Jewish calamities under the Bomans.

II. The arguments relied upon to sustain the figurative

theory, are of several kinds.

1. Because it was predicted that these things should take

place " immediately after the tribulation of those daysP And
the days spoken of are understood to mean the time of the

calamities which befell the Jews during the Bornan war, and,

especially during the dreadful siege of Jerusalem. This lat-

ter sentence, however, will not apply to the argument of

Wliitby, who thinks that " those days " refer to an earlier pe-

riod of the war. Xow, as the darkening of the luminaries of

lieaven was to take place " immediately" after that time, and

as we have no account of any such occurrence transpiring

literally, it is concluded therefore, that the i3assage is meta-

phorical, and should be applied to the calamities of the Jcm--

ish people.
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2. Another source of argument is found inthemetapliorical

use of just such imagery, which all admit was intended to ap-

ply to just such national and ecclesiastical afflictions. And
there is no lack of examples of this kind. The passage from

Joel is relied upon with great confidence, inasmuch as that

prophet appeared to have this very time in view. And this

is not a little strengthened by the consideration, that Peter

applied this very prophecy of Joel to the Jews of that day.

Indeed, it is an indeniable truth, that the prophets were ac-

customed so to speak of temporal things : the instances are

very numerous. And this argument appears greatly to

strengthen the other. For if this part of the chaj)ter cannot

be interpreted literally, and yet must be explained in some

way ; and if it was customary to deliver proj)hecies of tem-

poral things in language identical or similar with this lan-

guage ; and if an inspired apostle has specifically applied one

of those prophecies to this very people, and to this very time

;

—how can we refrain from the conclusion, that the Lord de-

signed his prediction to be interpreted in the same manner ?

Have we not, first, a real necesnty for expounding the passage

figuratively? And have we not, also, many scriptural ^rece-

dents for doing so ?

3. And, furthermore, the Lord has distinctly said, "
-n ysvsa

avTY]^" " This generation shall not pass, till all these things be

fulfilled. And as this declaration was made after speaking

of the things now under notice, how can we avoid coming to

the conclusion, that all these signs in the heavens and in the

earth were only metaphorical representations of things that

transpired within jthe period which that generation of men
then living survived?

4. And, still further, the coming of the Son of man is de-

scribed as an event subsequent to the darkening of the heav-

enly luminaries ; and yet the Lord declared, "There be some

Ftanding here which shall not taste death, till they have seen

tlic Son of man coming in his kingdom." Now, if his com-

ing was to follow the signs in the heaven, and yet was to

transpire before all of these men died, how can it be shown that

the event is still future ? Why not suppose it was a figura-
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tive description of things that happened during that very age

in which his hearers lived ?

It will undoubtedly be admitted by those who have investi-

gated the subject, that these are the principal arguments

which are usually urged in favor of the figurative interpreta-

tion of this passage ; and that they are here presented in a

form as advantageous as the circumstances render practicable.

It has certainly been the intention, not only here, but through-

out the Treatise, to represent everything in a fair and candid

manner. The real desire of the writer is to master the sub-

ject ; to grapple with its most formidable difficulties, and
either be defeated by what is so insuperable as to take away
the shame of defeat, or to overcome what is really worthy of

the conquest.

If the arguments advanced on the side of the figurative

theory can be fairly met and overcome, then the way will be

clear for the full strength of the argument on the other side.

"We shall now address ourselves to this undertakiner.

UI. The first of the arguments on the side of the figurative

theory is derived from the declaration, that these signs in the

heaven should take place (Eu^s'w^ 6s f^sra tyiv SiXl-^iv tuv ruispCJv

s'xsivuv,) " immediately after the trihulation of those days^
Now, with the exception that the particle U (but) is not trans-

lated, it is admitted that the usual rendering of the sentence

is perfectly correct and literal. Tlie word rendered " imme^
diately,^^ Tneam^ immediately. It is but reasonable to suppose,

however, that, in ajyplying it, something should be allowed for

the greatness and unusualness of the events. When the hand
of a clock is within five minutes of striking, we may say that

the clock will strike immediately ; but we could not appro
priately say so, if it lacked half an hour of striking. But we
might just as properly say of a youth, that he will immedi-

ately become a man, or soon become of age, though it might
lack a month, or a year.

The greatness and uncommonness of an event has some in-

fluence upon the adverb. The great event under considera-

tion will transpire soon after the other ; but the immediate-

ness of its transj)iration is to be estimated with some regard
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to its greatness and uncommonness ; we are not obliged to

suppose it will be as immediately as the sound of tliunder is

heard after the sight of the flash. It Avill be the next great

event after the former ; and it will not be long after the for-

mer ; it will 2)^'<^se7itl 1/ occur ; as quickly as one great event

may be said to follow another without synchronising with it.

(2.) But what are we to understand by " the tribulailmi of
those daysT^ Certainly, those of which the Lord had just

been speaking. This we are obliged to admit, fur the pro-

noun " those " naust refer to something already mentioned.

Whitby, who is the most critical on this subject; refers the

time to a period preceding the destruction of Jerusalem. His

comment on the verse imder notice, opens in this way: " It

being here foretold that this should happen immediately after

the wasting of the Jews by Vespasian's amiy flying quickly

through Galilee, Idumea, and Judea ; this cannot be taken

literally, because no such thing then happened either to the

sun, moon, or stars." To this, it is replied, that it does not

say it should happen immediately after the wasting of the

Jews by Vespaslvn's arm]). That is a mere assumption of

the learned divine ; and it is a most singular and unsupported

assumption. No one of the commentaries and histories con-

sulted in ^\Titing this Treatise, contains the least intimation

that those days of tribulation to which Christ referred, were

to be limited to the very beginning of the Jewish tribulations.

So far as the authors in common use among us are concerned,

Whitby appears to be alone in this singular opinion. Tlie

truth is, our Lord has so evidently referred to the horrible

siege of Jerusalem, as forming a part of that unparalleled

tribulation, that -writers of all beliefs and all theories have

almost, if not quite, universally (with this exception) agreed

that the horrors of that terrible siege were particularly in the

Lord's view wdien he referred to those days of tribulation.

To conclude, as AVhitby does, that the trilnilation of those

days refers to a period anterior to the final siege, necessarily

leads to several absurdi^^ies

:

First. Tliat the notable siege, which consxumnatcd both

the distress and the ruin of the church and nation, was enr
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tirely omitted in our Lord's most minute and wonderfully

comprehensive predictions.

Secondly. If, as Whitby supposes, the siege and final deso-

lation are intended by the very passage now under review,

then we must suppose that our Lord gave a very plain and

literal account of the commencement and progress of the war

through Galilee, Idumea, and Judea, where there is not one

word of proper figurative language, but as soon as he came to

speak of the finishing up of the war, he then suddenly broke

forth into the most highly figurative language that can be found

in all the confessedly poetic departments of the Bible ! This is,

indeed, possible ; but the good sense of the innumerable con-

flicting writers on this part of the Scriptures, has usually kept

them from conceiving or embracing such an opinion.

Tliirdly. This second conclusion could not be entertained,

without supposing that the siege and consummation of the

war were so much more conspicuous and calamitous than the

previous desolations, as to justify the abrupt transition from

simple prose to the most highly wrought and imaginative poe-

try. But this would be expressly at variance with our Lord's

declaration,— " For then shall be great tribulation, such as

was not since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor

ever shall be,"— for the form of the theory now under re-

view, necessarily supposes this declaration to refer to distresses

previous to the final siege. Now, to suppose that the distress

in the first stages of the war were greater than the distress of

that unparalleled siege, is almost inexcusable in one who

has examined the subject. And to suppose that the distress

of that war, previous to the final siege, was greater than had

ever occurred in all the wars since the beginning of the world,

is supposing what no historic evidence is sufiicient to sustain.

Bead the Lamentations of Jeremiah, and other references to

the previous suifering of the Jews, and see if you can be sat-

isfied that they sufiered more under Vespasian than they did

2)revioushj by Nebuchadnezzar, or aftenoards by Titus.

Fourthly. Can we be justified in concluding, that there was

less distress during that stage of the war which was so much
more calamitous and fatal than the j^revious, as to have blot-
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ted out the sun, moon, and stars of tlic Jewish government,

chnrch, and eminent people ? Yet, according to Whitbj, we
must suppose that tlie distress that occasioned this consum-

mation of ruin was less than that which aft'ected them during

the earlier periods of the war. If a siege that resulted in the

death of eleven hundred thousand people in six months, was

attended with less tribulation than a war of conquest that re-

sulted in the death of only about three hundred thousand du-

ring three or four years, then we must begin to calculate the

calamities of war by some other rule than the one in general

use.

Fifthly. Whitby contradicts and overthrows his own argu-

ments in the premises, when he considered the subject with

reference to other things than this strange theory which he

had endeavored to maintain. For instance— in justification

of his conclusion, that the text under notice is merely a met-

aphorical description of the downfall of the Jewish govern-

ment and church, he refers to those poetical predictions of

the Old Testament which speak, as he says, of " an utter des-

olation, and terrible destruction hroiight upon a nation, aiid

upon their capital cfties, compared to the sun and moon."

And, quoting Maimonides, in relation to the use of such met-

aphors, he says,— it " is a proverbial expression, importing the

destruction and xdter ruin of a nation^

Now, we ought to suppose, as "Whitby himself labors to show,

that this utter ruin of the nation took place when their capi-

tal and temple fell into the hands of the conqueror, and what

was left of the nation was utterly dispereod. But, distrust-

ing, as it would seem, his own reasoning in sui)port of his first

theory, he immediately presents, and appears to adopt, anoth-

er theory, so totally antagonistical to the former, that what

was before quoted to prove that the sun, moon, and stars, (as

he understood the text,) were blotted out at the time of the

final siege and consummation of the ruin,—were, in fact, blot-

ted out pyrevio^isly to the si'ege of th/i capital!

"Another exposition of these words," he says, " is this :

That then there shall be a destruction of their ecclesl\stical

AND civil state, aiid of the rulers of than loth ; according
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to the words of Maimonides, [whom he had just quoted to

sustain the other theory !] Tliis metaphor imports, that men
who, for their state and dignity, might be compared to tlie

sun, moon, and stars, shall suddenly fall down as a leaf from

the vine and from the fig-tree." And Whitby then adds,—
'^And this happened a considerable time befoee the dstruction

of Jerusalem^ when the thieves and zealots, saith Josephus,

' Kept all the nobles, and rulers of the country, in close cus-

tody ; and when the zealots slew and consumed the nobility,

and made it their business to leave none of the men of power

alive." Other quotations follow of the same general import.

Then the commentator gives his own conclusion, " That this

was to happen hefore ' the great and notable day of the Lord^

or at that time, we learn from the prophet Joel, saying, that

' then shall the sun be darkened,' &c. This cannot be refer-

red to any time after the destruction of Jerusalem."

There are some remarkable things here to be observed.

The first theory supposes that " the great day of the Lord"

was that identical time when the Jewish nation met with its

utter desolation at the siege and destruction of their capital.

And the prophecy of Joel was brought to sustain that posi-

tion. The second theory supposes that the day alluded to by

Joel, when the sun, moon, and stars should be darkened, was
" a considerable time before the destruction of Jerusalem."

And the proj^hecy of Joel was made to sustain that position,

also. Now, as both of these theories are favored by the same

author, and one must be erroneous^ if the other is true^ since

they depend upon a different application of prophecy, and

upon a different understanding of the facts in the case, differ-

ing essentially in relation to not only the thne^ but the nature

of the darkening of the luminaries ;
—^and as the author has

not informed us which one is the true one ; it will be safe to

leave one theory to combat the other.

But why did such a writer as "Whitby labor to sustain either

of these conflicting theories ? It was not from the natural

teaching of the passage in its connections : it was from the

logical foresight of an insuperable difficulty which must fa-



202 HAKMONY AND EXPOSITION.

tally embarrass the theory that teaches that the tribulation of
those days nnea/nt the afflictions of that horrible siege.

Wliitby was logician enough to perceive that previously, or

during that siege, the so called sun, moon, and stars of the na-

tion perished ; and he could not bring himself to the task of

showing that it was aftei^wards. Ilence, these most embar-

rassed, contradictory, and unsatisfactory efibrts to fix " the

tribulation of those days," at an earlier period of the war.

It is an inconvenient thing to have a troublesome theory.

We have a fine specimen of this in his comment on the next

verse, which relates to the coming of the Son of man.

Now any one can, and must, perceive that this coming of

the Lord was suhseqiient to the " tribulation of those days."

And as the learned divine does not understand it literally, he

must, of course, understand it metaphorically. So he applies

it to the coming of the Romans to conquer and destroy the

Jews ; and, as usual, refers to the Old Testament figurative

descriptions of the invasion and ravages of a conquering ar-

my. Now, in the first of these theories, when he justified this

use of such passages of Scripture, he was careful to apply

them to the ea/iiier stages of the war. " The tribulation of

those days" were accomplished during the war under Vespa-

sian ! And, in the latter theory, the darkening of the lumi-

naries took place " a considerable time before the destruction

of JerusalemP

But now^ in verse 30, we have not a personal, but a judi-

cial, coming of the Lord " by the Roman army," to punish

the wicked Jews. AVhen does the commentator fix upon the

time of this judicial coming "by the Roman Army" ? Does

he now speak of the " invasion" of the country ? No. Does

he now speak of that time of tribulation in " the wasting of

the Jews by Yesjpasian^s army quickly flying through Gahlee,

Idumea, and Judea"? No. Does he now speak of that peri-

od " a considerable time before the destruction of Jerusalem,"

when, according to his own showing, their " eccUsiastical and

civil state, a/>id the riders of them both''"' were destroyed? No.

When, then, according to this commentator, did the Lord
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come "by the Eoman army," to judge and punish that

people ?

His own words are, " Our Saviour's coming here seems,

therefore, to import his coming by the Roman army to be-

siege Ajsro TO DESTROY JERUSALEM, aiid the uiibelievincj Jclos;

for so Christ seemeth plainly to interpret this ' coming of the

Son of man,' verse 27. ' The coming of the Son of man shall

be as the lightning shining from the east to the west ; for,

wheresoever the Jews are, thither shall the Roman army be

gathered" ! Indeed ! Tlien this judicial coming by the Ro-

man army, was not the " coming''' of the Romans when they

made the invasion ; it was not that visitation that brought

about the " tribulation of those days," which was under Ves-

pasian / neither was it the destruction of their " ecclesiasti-

cal and civil state, and the rulers of them both," which took

place " a considerable time before the destruction of Jerusa-

lem," when their sun, moon, and stars were blotted out, and

the government and rulers were utterly destroyed ;
— No ;—

in this case the judicial coming was " to hesiege and destroy

Jerusalem and the unbelieving Jews" ! That is, after the

nation had been destroyed, as he understood it ; after their

sun, moon, and stars were blotted out ; then the Lord came,

by the Romans! to judge and to punish them!

"When such profound, logical, and laborious divines as

Whitby are driven to such wretched, self-destructive reason-

ings, it is time to suspect that their theories are wrong. What

reliance can we place upon Scripture, if it may thus be made

to teach any and every thing, just as men may choose to make

it ? The theories are wrong : that is the difficulty. It should

be observed, in passing, that in Whitby's Appendixes there is

a lengthy and very labored defence of his theory against Gro-

tius and Whiston. Much of it is irrelevant to the purpose of

this Treatise ; but so much of it as really comes in the way

of the exposition attempted in this work, has been already

answered in the former portions of this work, or will be

answered in the comment upon verses yet to come un-

der notice. His argument in that part of his work,

however, it will not be appropriate to review formally, as



204 HARMONY AND EXPOSITION.

has been done with his comment on the passage now be-

fore us.

Having thus disposed of Whitby's theory of placing " the

tribulation of those days" at a comparatively early jpeHod of
the vxii\ h'fore Jerusalem was besieged, we now pass to notice

another form of the figurative theory, which teaches that tJie

tribulation of those days refers especially to the horrors of the

final andfatal seige of tJie capital city.

This branch of the figurative theory may be called, for dis-

tinction's sake, the Newtonian theory, inasmuch as it appears

conspicuously in j^ewton's Dissertation on the Prophecies, and
from thence is copied substantially— without credit, how-

ever,— into several of our standard commentaries. Newton's

language is, (referring to the verse under notice,) " Commen-
tators generally understand this and what follows, of the end

of the world, and of Christ's coming to judgment : but the

words, ' immediately after the tribulation of those days,' show
evidently that he is not speaking of any distant event, but of

something immediately consequent upon the tribulation be-

fore mentioned, and tJiat must be tJie destruction of Jerusalem^

Tliis is quoted and adopted by Dr. Coke, and also by Dr.

Clarke. Dr. Scott also takes the same view, as may be seen from

his words, " The clause, ' immediately after the tribulation of

those days,' restricts the primary sense of these verses to the

destruction of Jerusalem, and the events consequent to it."

Burkit's view is the same : referring to the verse before us, he

says, " Our Lord goes on in figurative expressions to set forth

the calamities that should befall the Jewish nation, immedi-

ately after the destruction of Jo'usalem.^^ Watson takes the

same view, as may be seen by his note on the previous verse.

Barnes takes the same view ; and how many othei*s adopt it,

it is not necessary to mention : it is the popular understand-

ing of the passage.

This branch of the theory, then, thus far, presents just two

points ; 1. Tliat " the tribulation of those days " refers par-

ticularly to the siege and destruction of Jerusalem ; 2. That

immediately after this would occur the darkening of the

heavenly luminaries, which is understood to apply to the
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Jewish state and church. The application is thus stated, in

the language ofLightfoot :
" The Jewish heaven shall perish,

and the sim and moon of its glory and happiness shall he

darkened— brought to nothing. Tlie swt is the religion of

the church; the moon is the government of the state / and

the stars are the judges and doctors of both." This states

specifically the usual method of applying the passage.

'Now, in relation to this matter, it should be observed, (1.)

That it is not to be decided by ojnnions, but hj facts. It is

not a doctrine, or an opinion that is to be tested, but a plain

matter o^ fact ; and tofacts the appeal should be made. The

witness shall be the Jewish historian, whose testimony in the

case cannot be impeached.

(2.) TVe learn from Josephus, that even previously to the

siege, both the church and government were in a state of ab-

solute anarchy ; and that the ofiicers and priests were deposed

and destroyed ; so that all law, and all ofiicial authority, were

absolutely overthrown.

Josephus says, {De Bell. Jtid., lih. 4, cap. 11,) the thieves

and zealots " Icept all the nobles, am.d rulers of the country, in

close custody. And {Lib, 5. cap. 20,) the zealots " sleio and

consumed the nobility, and made it their business to leave none

of the men of power alive.''''

He tells us {Lib. 4, cap. 19,) that " twelve thousand of

the nobility perished after this manner / when the high priests,

and among them Ananus, were destroyed by the Idumeans,

which Josephus reckons " the beginning of their captivity

P

He tells us {Lib. 4, cap. 11, 12,) that they " abolished thefam-
ilies of the high priests by succession, and placed in thei/r

room men ignoble and unknown, who neither belonged to the

priesthood, nor hnew what the office of high-priest mea/atT

These quotations are taken from Whitby's Commentary. All

this, it should be remembered, was before the siege of Jeru-

salem by the Romans.

If the reader wishes to see the proofs of the absolute ruin

of the government and church of the Jews at this time, he is

desired to examine Jewish Wa/r, B. 4, c. 3, and others. The

priesthood of the church was overthrown, and the whole mat-
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ter managed by a diabolical combination of murderers and

thieves. They seized upon the temple, defiled it, turned it in-

to a fortress, and the robbers who had the temple in possession,

occupied even the inner court. The robbers who had obtained

possession of the temple sent to the Idumeans for assistance
;

and the Idumeans came in great numbers, obtained entrance

into the city, joined themselves to the robbers in the temple,

and then went about slaughtering in eveiy part of the city.

They not only butchered many thousands of the common
people, but also the high-priest, and the common priests, who
were cast out naked to be food for dogs. Tlie robbers and

Idumeans continued their slaughter of the common people,

and their imprisonment and destruction of the nobles, until,

as Josephus says, they " were quite weary of barely killing

men, so they had the impudence of setting up fictitious tribu-

nals and judicatures for that purpose." As these unauthor-

ized judges did not see fit to do just as their masters, the

robbers and Idumeans wished them, " they struck the judges

with the backs of their swords, by way of abuse, and thrust

them out of the court of the temple ; and spared their lives

with no other design than that, when they were dispersed

among the people in the city, they might become their mes-

sengers, to let them know they were no better than slaves."

Tlie unconquered portion of the nation were now generally

assembled and kept at Jerusalem ; not because the city was

besieged by the Romans, but because the people had fled to

the capital from all parts of the country, which was now

everywhere ravaged by the Romans.

Of the state of the government and the church, there is

abundance of evidence to show that all government and ec-

clesiastical authority were overthrown. In the conclusion of

the seventh chap, of B. 4., Josephus gives a kind of summing

up of the anarchy that prevailed.

"To say all in a word, no other gentle passion was so entire-

ly lost among them [the robbers wlio ruled the city] as mercy ;

for M'hat were the greatest objects of pity did most of all

iiTitate these wretches ; and thoy transferred their rage from

the living to those that had been slain, and from tlie dead to
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the living. Nay, the terror was so very great, that he who

survived called them that were first dead happy, as being at

rest already ; as did those that were under torture in the

prisons declare, that, upon this comparison, those that lay

unburied were the happiest. These men^ therefore^ trampled

upon all the laws of tnen, and laughed at the laws of God /

andfor the oracles of the prophets, they ridiculed them as the

trick of jugglers^'' &c. "The zealots came at last to that de-

gi'ee of barbarity, as not to bestow a burial either on those

slain in the city, or on those that lay along tlie roads ; but as

if they had made an agreement to cancel both the laws of

their country and tlie laws of nature, and at the same time

that they defiled men with their wicked actions, they would

pollute the Divinity also, they left the dead bodies to putri-

fy under the sun."

ISTever was a city or nation reduced to more complete and

horrid anarchy. " The zealots grew more insolent," after tho

retirement of the Idumeans, who had hitherto, in some meas-

ure restrained them, " not as deserted by their confederates,

but as freed from such men as might hinder their designs, and

put some stop to their wickedness. Accordingly, they made
no longer any delay, nor took any deliberation in their enor-

mous practices, but made use of the shortest method for all

their executions ; and what they had once resolved-upon they

put in practice sooner than any one could imagine. But their

thirst was chiefly after the blood of valiant men, and men of

good families ; the one sort of which they destroyed out of

envy, the other out of fear; for they thought their whole

security lay in leaving no potent man alive." " And, indeed,

there was no part of the people but they found out some pre-

tence to destroy them ; for some were, therefore, slain, because

they had differences with them ; and as to those who had not

opposed them in times of peace, they watched seasonable

opportunities to gain some accusation against tliem ; and if any

one did not come near them at all, he was under their suspicion

as a proud man ; if any one came with boldness, he was

esteemed a contemner of them ; and if any one came as

aiming to oblige them, he was supposed to have some treach-
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erous plot against iLcm ; M'liile the only punishment of

crimes, Avlicther they were of the greatest or smallest sort, was

death. Nor could any one escape unless lie were very incon-

siderable, either on account of the meanness of his birth, and

on account of his fortune." B. 4, c. 6.

At tliis stage of the Jewish anarchy, when nothing but

death awaited the rulers, priests, and nobles, and all who
could be suspected of being opposed to the robbers and mur-

derers Avho ruled the city, and made the temple, even the

inner courts, their fortress ;— at this time, the virtuous and

eminent Jews who had not already fled from the city as from

a sinking vessel, used every endeavor to escape from terrible

sedition and anarchy within the capital. And now the bloody,

seditious combination became divided into two rival parties,

the leader of each striving for the suprejue dominion, and

fighting against one another, and against the common people.

" And because the city had to struggle with three of the

greatest misfortunes, war, and tyranny, and sedition, it ap-

peared upon the comparison that the war was the least

troublesome to the populace of them all."

All this, it should be remembered, took place while Vespa-

sian was in Judea ; and it was not far from tico years before

the destruction of Jerusalem. Nor was this terrible anarchy

confined to the capital;— there was a regular combination

of ruffians, called Sicarii, out of Jerusalem, as well as within

it. They seized upon the fortress of Masada^ dispersing and

killing all the men, women, and children within the place,

and commenced a systematic career of murder, desolation,

and plunder. " And, indeed, these men laid all the villages

that were about the fortress waste, and made the whole

country desolate ; while there came to them every day from

all parts not a few men, as corrupt as themselves. At that

time all the other regions of Judea, that had hitherto been

at rest, were in motion, by means of the robbers. Now as

it is in the human body, if the principal part be inflamed, all

the members are subject to the same distemper, so by means

of the sedition and disorder that was in the metropolis, had

the wicked men that were in the coimtry opportunity to
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ravage the same. Aceoi'tlinglj, when every one of them had
phindered their own villages, they then retired into the des-

ert
;
yet were there men tliat now got together, and joined in

the conspiracy by parties, too small for an army, and too

many for a gang of thieves ; a7id thus did theyfall iipon tJiA

HOLY PLACES [the proseuche^ or houses of prayer^] and the

cities
;
yet did it now so happen that they were sometimes

very ill treated by those npon whom they fell with such vio-

lence, and were taken by them as men are taken in war ; but

still they prevented any further punishment, as do robbers,

who, as soon as their ravages are discovered, run their way.

ISTor was there now any part of Judea that was not in a mis-

erable condition, as well as its most eminent city also." JB.

4, c. 7.

At this time some who succeeded in escaping from the

metropolis, fled to Yespasian to persuade the Eoman general
" to come to the city''s assistcmce, ajstd save the kemaindek of

THE PEOPLE."

Soon after this, another eminent robber, by the name of

Simon, joined the two rival gangs in Jerusalem, and, in con-

cert with them, " went out and ravaged and destroyed the

country with them." He soon left the. metropolis, and fixed

his head quarters " in the mountainous parts of the country,"

" And as he had now a strong body of men about him, he
overran the villages that lay in the mountainous country ; and
when there were still more and more that came to him, he
ventured to go down into the lower parts of the country ; and
since he was now become formidable to the cities, many of

the men of power were corrupted by him
; so that his army

was no longer composed of slaves and robbers, but a greats

many of the populace were obedient to him as to their king."

Now occurred most horrible conflicts between the difl'erent

gangs, or armies, rather, of the robbers. The tw5 parties in

Jerusalem united against the party under Simon, and came
to a regular battle. Simon got the better of the Jerusalem

robbers, and drove them back into the city. Then, having

an army of twenty thousand men under him, he made an

attack upon Idumea, and fought with them a whole day.

14
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Kot succeeding in Lis undertaking at this time, lie "withdrew

for a while, and then came up against them again. Meeting

with some reverse at this time also, he renewed his attack the

third time, and succeeded in getting possession of JIthron,

and plundering it. " Uence did Simon make his progress all

over Idumea, [the southern part of Judea] and did not only

ravage the cities and villages, but laid waste the whole coun-

try ; for, besides those that were completely armed, he had

forty thousand men that followed him, insomuch that he had

not provisions enough to suffice such a multitude. !N^ow,

besides this gi'cat want of provisions, he was of a barbarous

disposition, and bore great anger at this nation, by which

means it came to pass that Idumea was greatly depopulated
;

and as one may see all the woods behind despoiled of tlieir

leaves by locusts, after they have been there, so there was

nothing left behind Simon's army but a desert. Some places

they burnt down, some they utterly demolished ; and what-

soever grew in the country they either trod it down or fed

upon it ; and by their marches they made the ground that

was cultivated harder and more untractable than that which

was barren. In short, there was no sign remaining of

those places that had been laid waste that ever they had a

being."

After a season, during which Simon came into collision with

the robbers at Jerusalem, and practiced great cruelties there,

" he returned back to the remainders of Idumea ; and driving

the nation all before him from all quarters, he compelled a

great number of them to retire into Jerusalem ; he followed

them also himself to the city, and encompassed the wall all

around again ; and when he lighted upon any laborci-s that

were coming thither out of the country, he slew them. ]^ow

this Simon, who was without the wall, was a greater terror to

the people than the Romans themselves, as were the zealots

who were within it more heavy upon them than both of the

other." John, the principal man of the robbers in the city,

became " very potent" by means of the gang that sustained

him, and he " made thcii\ a suitable requital from the au-

thority he had obtained by thcu* names ; for he permitted
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tliem to do all things that any of them desired to do, while

their inclination to plunder was insatiable, as was their zeal

for searching the houses of the rich ; and for the murdering

of the men and the abusing of the women, it was sport to

them. They also devoured what S23oils they had taken, togeth-

er with their blood, and indulged themselves in feminine

wantonness, without any disturbance, till they were satiated

therewith ; while they decked their hair, and put on women's

garments, and were besmeared over with ointments ; and,

that they might appear veiy comely, they had paints under

their eyes, and imitated not only the ornaments, but also the

lusts of women, and were guilty of such intolerable unclean-

ness, that they invented unlawful pleasures of that sort ; and

thus did they roll themselves up and down the city, as in a

brothel-house, and defiled it entirely with their impm-e ac-

tions ; nay, while their faces looked like the laces of women,
they killed with their right hands ; and when their gait was

effeminate, they presently attacked men and became warriors,

and drew their swords from under finely dyed cloaks, and ran

every body through whom they alighted upon."

Enough ! in all reasoii, enough ! He that wants any more
proof of the complete overthrow of the ecclesiastical and
civil government of the Jews, is not the person for whom
this Treatise is intended. ISTow, let it be recollected that

these disorders and calamities were not occasioned by the

Romans : as yet they had not approached Jerusalem, nor

the southern, nor eastern portions of Judea. These terrible

commotions and slabghterings were occasioned entirely by
the different parties among the Jews. Let it be remembered,

also, that all this took place while Yespasian was in tlm

northern portions of the country, and a year and a half or so

before the destruction of the metropolis.

Look now at the condition of the Jewish nation.

(1.) Their high priest and many of his associates liad been

murdered, and the whole body of priesthood overtiirown, and
If there were any religious services, it was by such wretches

as the robbers saw fit to put up.

(2.) Their temple was changed into a citadel and strong
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liolcl for an army of the vilest and most abominaLle robbers

and murderers tliat ever disgraced tlie human race.

(3.) Tlieir " holy houses," or places of prayer in the coun-

try had been pillaged and destroyed by the bands of ruffians

called " Slcarii,^'' that prowled about the country, butchering,

pillaging, and destroying wherever they went.

(4.) Their judiciary and temple officers had either fled for

their lives to the Romans, or had been murdered by the

robber gangs in the city.

(5.) Their nobles and men of wealth had been murdered by
myriads, or had fled from the tyrants who permitted their

gangs to plunder and murder without restraint.

(6.) There was no legal ruler, there was no regular priest,

there was no proper judiciary in the capital ; the whole had

been overthrown.

(7.) The northern parts of the country had been conquered

and laid waste by the Romans ; the eastern parts of Judea

had been plundered and ravaged by an organized army of

robbers ; and the southern parts by another army of robbers

of forty thousand strong.

(8.) Jerusalem itself was in the entire control of different

bands of organized robbers, who were almost continually at

war between themselves, and whose only agreement was to

murder and plunder, and commit lewdness without restraint.

And thus it continued unto the end ; there Avas no restora-

tion of judicial, civil, or ecclesiastical order ; everything of

the kind was ruined, totally ruined, ruined without remedy.

These are the facts in the case. And yet owy commenta-

tors have trusted the interpretation of some of the most

important parts of the Bible to the theoyy whose principal

argument lies in the supposition, that the Jewish ecclesiasti-

cal and civil government was destroyed ''after'''* the dcst/i'ttc-

tion of Jerusalem!

What shall we say to this? lie that is capable of appre-

ciating the truth in the interpretation of this most important

part of God's word, will find himself incapable of saying any-

thing, nnless it be to ask God to have mercy upon us ! It

must be a dreadful thing to reject the literal teachings of the
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di\ane word, and adopt a tlieory of exposition totally desti-

tute of foundation. It is time men began generally to use

their own eyes in searching the divine word, and its various

sources of illustration. We cannot safely depend even upon
what is almost universally adopted. As in the plausible,

popular, but totally erroneous fiction which has been used to

explain the reference to the flashing lightning ; so in relation

to the common supposition that the Jewish sun, moon and
stars (as they are explained) were darkened after " the tribu-

lation of those days,"— the writer here distinctly and une-

quivocally affirms, that the whole matter is fictitious, founda-

tionless, and totally at variance with the truth as it is taught

in the very history which has been supposed to confirm it.

So far as this declaration is concerned, all the favor the writer

asks, is, that those who are startled or oflfended by it, shall

search carefully for themselves, and think for themselves, at

the same time. The writer claims that he has settled the

question by undeniable facts ; yet stiU the appeal to logic

may not be inappropriate.

(1.) K by the sun, moon, and stars be meant the ecclesias-

tical and civil government of the Jews, and the nobles and

eminent men of the nation ; and if the darkening of the

luminaries means the overthrow and destruction of these insti-

tutions and men ; and if this was efi'ected by the Romans
under Vespasian and Titus ; then it must follow that it was

done either hefore^ or during, the tribulation that resulted in

the entire destruction of the government, church, capital,

temple, and principal men.

(2.) That it occurred lefore that war under these Roman
generals, no one can be willing to affirm ; for the very object

of the war was to reduce the nation to obedience, or to bring

it to ruin.

(3.) That it occurred during the war must be evident from

this undeniable fact,— the war did not cease until its object

was effected ; the nation was in 7'uins before the war was

ended. This is not an opinion / it is a fact. And it is 2ifact,

also, that \\iqpredicted tribulation continued undiminished to

the last. If there was any diflerence in the intensity of that
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tribulation, it ratlier increased than diminished toward the

close of it. l^ovr, how any regard to logic, or to fact, will

permit any one to say, that it was " after the tribulation of

those days " tliat the eminent men, and the civil and ecclesi-

astical government were overthrown, is one of those inexpli-

cable things that remain yet to be revealed.

(4.) Besides, the language of the prediction shows that the

event in question was not to transpire in connection with that

tribulation, but afterwards. There was to be a distinct separ

ration l>etween them in the time of their occurrence. And it

ife unfortunate for the common translation, that one of the

words which Christ used is entirely omitted ! And it is a

word of great importance in making the transition, not only

from one svihject to another, but from one period to another.

" Eu^^wj 6i fASTa"— are the words with which Christ began this

paragraph. " But immediately after," ifec. "VVhy the particle

which makes the transition was omitted in the translation, it

is not possible, perhaps, to explain. In the parallel place

in Mark it is retained. " 'AXX' ^v ht'vims <ra.7g inxipais^ (^sra tijv

6\i-^iv £X£jvr)v"

—

"But in those days, after," &c. Now, we
knoio, because it is an undeniable historic fact, that the dark-

ening of the Jewish sun, &c., was not after those days of

tribulation, but during that j^eriod of time,

(5.) The question, then, is settled,— historically and logi-

cally settled ; it was during, and not after, that time of

trouble that the so called Jeivish luminaries were darkened
;

and this shows conclusively that Christ was not speaking of
TEAT event in the verse undernotice.

Some of the divines who have examined the subject per-

sonally, as it would seem, have seen the insuperable objec-

tions to the popular theory now under review, and have made
most unnatural and unfortunate efforts to avoid them. We
have seen how this was attempted by the learned Whitby,

and what was the result. Some later divines, perceiving, and

wishing to avoid, the rocks on which so many have made
shipwreck of all history and logic, have steered as far in the

other direction. For instance. Dr. Robinson, who says, "Tliat

the ' abomination of desolation,' Matt, icsliv. 15, &c., refers to
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the Eoman armies by wliicli Jerusalem was besieged and de-

Btrojed, is bIigwii conclusively by Luke xxi, 20. The subse-

quent desolation and calamity spoken of in Matt. xxiv. 29-31,

and the parallel j)assages, / ?'efer to the overthrow and com^

plete extirpation of the Jevji^h 2yQopU fifty yeabs latee undtr

Adrian', when they were sold as slaves and utterly driven

out from the land of their fathers !" And, to complete the

matter, he understood our Lord's expression, " Tliis generation

shall not pass until all these things be fulfilled," as referring

to the people then living! Verily, the people must have

lived long in those days !

ISTow it is incomparably less difficult to give this passage the

true explanation. But if the reader should find sor>ie diffi-

culty, let him not forget what he has found in the efibrts to

expound the text figuratively.

2. Having shown the inconclusiveness of the argument in

favor of the figurative exposition which is founded on the dec-

laration, ' Immediately after the tribulation,' &c.— we proceed

to notice the argument which is founded on the use and ap-

plication of language similar to that in the verse under no-

tice, where all admit that it must be interpreted metaphori-

cally.

(1.) It is distinctly admitted that examples of such use of

language are found in the Old Testament. Isaiah xiii. is a

clear example of a figurative prediction of the overthrow of

Babylon / and the language is similar to that in the text be-

fore us. Ezek. xxxii. presents another example of the use of

such language, and applies to the destruction of Egypt. Isa.

xxxiv. aflords another specimen, and applies to the overthrow

of Edom.
Isa. li. 6, which TVhitby quotes as another specimen, and

applies to the destruction of the army of Sennacherib, is not

a specimen, and there is no authority whatever for referring it

to any such event.

Dan. viii. 10 is, perhaps, in some measure, another speci-

men, and is a s^nnbolic^l description of the doings of the lit-

tle horn in the vision of the prophet.

There are j^et two other passages which are usually quoted
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to justify such a metaphorical reference to tlio luminaries of

heaven ; and great reliance is placed ni>ou tliese passages, be-

cause, as TVhitby, Clarke, and others say, " This very destruc-

tion of Jerusalem is represented " thus in those passages. The
reference is to Joel ii. 30, 31, and iii. 15.

Now, let it be well understood, that the writer of this Ex-

position takes issue with the commentators on tliis point, and

distinctly denies what they so confidently affirm. Tlie writer

has at hand only two commentaries on this part of the Old

Testament,— the one by Patrick, Lowth, (fee, and the work
of Dr. Clarke. lie is not prepared, therefore, to exhibit all

that men may have said on this subject ; nor does he deem it

necessary; the appeal is to the word of God— to the very

chapters in dispute. Attention is called, first, to Joel ii. 30, 31.

Verse 30. " And I will show wonders in the heavens and

in the eartli, blood, and fire, and pillars of smoke. 31. The
sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood,

before the great and terrible day of the Lord come." This,

it is afiirmed, relates to the destruction of Jerusalem. But

what does God say on the subject ?

Yerse 32. "And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall

call on the name of the Lord shall be delivered
; J'or in

Mount Zion and in Jerusalem, shall he deliveora/nce^ as the

Lord hath said, and in the remnant whom the Lord shall call.

Chapter iii. 1. Fob, behold, ln those days, and in tiu.t teme,

WHEN I shall bring AGAIN THE CAFirnTY OF JuDAH AND JERU-

SALEM, 2. I will also f/aiher all nations, and will bring them

down into the valley of Jehoshaphat, a7id loill plead with

them there for my people and for my heritage Israel^ whom
they have scattered among the nations, and jx^i'ted my land.'''*

Then follows from verse 3 to 6 a narration of what the en-

emies of Israel had done to Judah and Jerusalem, and for

which God was going to interpose in hehalf of his people, and

rccoinpense tJie evil lohich had heen done to tliem upon all the

naf/ions which had afflicted his heritage. Then God speaks to

the nations which have afflicted his people : Yerse 7. " Be-

hold I will raise tlicm out of the place whither ye have sold

them, and will return your recompense upon your own head

:
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8. And I will sell your sons and your daughters into the hand

of tlis children of Judah^ and they shall sell them to the Sa-

beans,— to a people far-off; for the Lord hath spoken it."

Then follows the proclamation of the general war between

"the Gentiles"— "all nations"— "all the heathen"— and

God's people Israel. They were to beat the plow shares into

swords, the pruning hooks into spears; and they were told

where the great battle should be. 12. " Let the heathen bo

wakened, and come up to the valley of Jehoshaphat : for

there will I sit to judge all the heathen round about. 13.

Put ye in the sickle, for the harvest is ri^e / come, get you

down ; for the press is full, the vats overflow ; for their wick-

edness is great."

Then follows a description of the scene ; how God will in-

terjpose in ieJudf of his peojyle ^ how ^Ai??/ shall triumph,, and

enermoi'e dwell in prosperity and safety. It shall be a great

hattle / a great and terrihle day for the Gentiles / a great and

glorious triumph for the Jeivs. Verse 14. " Multitudes, mul-

titudes in the valley of decision ; for the day of the Lord is

nrnr in the valley of decision. 15. The sun and the moon
shall he darkened, a/nd the stairs shall withdraw their shining,

16. The Lord also shall roair out of Zion, OAid utter his voice

from Jerusalem / and the heavens and the eo/rth shall shake ;

Tjui tJi£ Lord will he the hope of his people, and the strength

of the cnn^DREN of Israel. 17. So shall ye know that I am
the Lord your God dwelling in Zion, my holy mountain :

then shall Jerusalem he holy, and there shall no stra/nger pass

through her any morfi. 18. And it shall come to pass in that

day, that the mountains shall di'op down new wine, and the

hills shall flow with milk, and all the rivers of Judah shall

flow with waters, and a fountain shall come forth of the house

of the Lord, and shall water the valley of Shittim. 19. Egypt
shall be a desolation, and Edom shall be a desolate wilder-

ness, for the violence against the children of Judah, because

they have shed innocent blood in their land. 20. But Judah
shall dwellforever, a7id Jerusalem from generation to genera-

tion. 21. For I will cleanse their blood that I have not

cleansed ; for the Lord dwelleth in Zion."
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The reader is particularly desired to read the foregoing quo-

tations and remarks, and also the observations which shall fol-

low, with the Bible open before him, that he may perceive

their relevancy and conclusiveness.

In respect to these chapters in Joel, it is observed,

Firstly. That the foregoing remarks are not designed for a

general comment, but only to direct the reader's att^tion to

the general scope of the jsassage, and the connection between

the two chapters.

Secondly. Tlie third chapter is God's own eo^lanation, not

only of the time, hut of the nature, of the events referred to in

the second chapter. There was no division into chapters when
the prophet gave the word of the Lord : he made a general

statement of the great events of the day of the Lord ; and

then, without any division or interruption in his discourse,

went on to give God's own explanation of the matter. Let

this be noticed and remembered.

Thirdly. The time of this da/rlcening of the sun, moon, and

stars was not the time when the Jews were undor affiiotion.

It was NOT when their state, chv/rch, temple, om.dpeople per-

ished. It was NOT the time wlien God helped tlie heathen

against tlie Jews. It was not the time wJien God's people

went into captivity. It was not a day of terror and sif-

feringto Israel. It was ^'01 a day of judgment that brought

in desolation upon Judah and Jerusalem.

The commentators who refer these signs in the heavens to

the calamities of the Jews, take the ajf'rm.ati'oe of the forego-

ing declaration ; this Exposition takes the negative.

But, lest there might be a suspicion of injustice towards the

commentators in thus pointing out their position in the argu-

ment, their own words will be given. The first quotation is

from the work of Patrick, Lowth, &c.

Joel ii. 30. " Tliis and the following verse principally point

out the destruction of the city and temple of Jerusalem by
the Romans, a judgment justLy inflicted upon the Jewish na-

tion for their resisting the Holy Sjurit, and contempt of the

means of grace. So Malachi, after he had foretold the com-

ing of tlie Messiah, (iii. 1.) immediately adds that his coming
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^hould be attended with terrible judgments upon the disobe-

dient, (iii. 2, iii. 5, and iv. 1.) The prophet here takes notice

of the extraordinary signs which will be the forerunners of

that destruction ; such were the great slaughters of men,

and burning of the towns and cities of Judea, which prece-

ded that last and finishing stroke of the divine vengeance
;

and chiefly the comet which hung over their city, and the

fearful sights seen in the air some time before, which are

mentioned by Joscphus, Z>6 Bell. Jud., lib. 6, ccq?. 31, and

foretold by Christ, Luke xxi. 11."

Yerse 31. " Compare Mai. iv. 5. Particular judgments

upon kingdoms and nations are often described in such terms

as properly belong to the general judgment. The expressions

here used, in the literal sense, import the failing of light in

the sun and moon, whether by eclipses (when the moon looks

of a bloody color,) or any other cause ; and here they denote

tlie dark and melancholy state of public aifairs at the destruc-

tion of the Jewish nations by the Romans ; and the utter

overthrow of that state and government.'" (See the note upon

Isa. xiii. 10.)

Dr. Clarke's annotations are equally definite in applying

the signs under consideration to Jewish calamities

:

Verse 39. " Wonders in the lieaveiis and in the earth.']

Tliis refers to the fearful sights, dreadful portents, and de-

structive commotions, by which the Jewish polity was finally

overthrown, and the Christian religion finally established in

the Roman empire. See how our Lord applies this prophecy,

Matt. xxiv. 29, and the parallel texts."

Yerse 31. ''•The sun shall he turned into darlcness.'] The

Jewish polity, civil and ecclesiastical, shall be entirely de-

stroyed."

With this application of tlie passage, agree all the com-

mentators that give a figurative interpretation to the language

in Matt. xxiv. 29. Tlie issue, then, is distinct : the commen-

taries generally take the ajjirniative of the foregoing summary

of statements ; this Exposition takes the negative. ISTow for

the proof : the prophet—or the Lord, rather, by the prophet

—

shall give his own explanation.
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(1.) Tliat tlie last verse of the second ckajjter refers to tlio

sarrieperiod of time^ is perfectly evident from its connections.

AXD THE COilMENTATORS UNDEESTAND IT SO ; Only tllCJ givC it

a spiritual significatio7i

!

(2.) That the^r*^ verse of tJie next c/iapter refers to tlie same

time^ God himself distinctly and kepeatedlt declares. If

th6 commentators affirm differently, it is sufficient tliat God
has made his own statement :

" Let God be true and every

man a liar." " Foe, behold, m those days, and in that itme,

(how specific !) when I shall being again the captrtty of

JuDAH AND Jeeusalem." Ifow, this docs not refer to a time

when Judah and Jerusalem are brought into cajjtivity, but

out of captivity. And so it is understood by the commenta-

tors themselves. And well they may, for it is j^recisely the

meaning which is everywhere else attached to this form of

expression. See, for example, other places : Jer. xxx. 3, " For

10, the days come, saith the Lord, that I will hring again the

captivity of my people, Israel and Judah., saith the Lord

:

and 1 will cause them to return to the land tliat I gave to their

fathers^ and they shall possess it^ See also veree 18. " Thus

saith the Lord, Behold, I will hring again the captivity of Ja-

cob's tents, and have mercy on his dwelling places ; and the

city shall be builded upon her own heap, and the palace shall

reiliain after the manner thereof." See likcM'ise, chap, xxxiii. 7.

"And I will cause the captivity of Judah and the captivity of

Israel to return., and will build them as at the first." Verso

11. " For I will cause to return the captivity of the land, as at

the first, saith the Lord." Examine also all the parallel

places.

We have now advanced two steps in the argument : it has

been proved, by the coinmentatoi-s themselves,— or, rather,

by the undeniable connections of the passage,— that the last

verse of the second chapter refers to the same time that the

sun and moon are to be darkened. And it has been proved

—

it is spoken with reverence— by God JumstJf that \l\e frst

verse of the next chaj^ter refers to the days spoken of in the

former. And from the declaration of the Almighty, we leani

that " those days," and " that time," do not refer to the time
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of the Jewish calamities and destruction^ btit— and God is

witness— to the time when he " shall hring again the captivity

of Judah and Jerusalem :"''
i. e., when he shall bring them

back again to their own land, to build them np and to bless

them, as is proved by the parallel i:>redictions. Tlie issue

thus far has been plain, and the evidence undeniable and de-

cisive. But more yet remains.

(3.) '•''In those days, and at that time,'''' God will, indeed,

bring all the heathen nations against Jerusalem to battle ; it

will be a time of terrible commotion and slaughter. Yerse

2. " I will also gather all nations, and will bring them do%vn

into the valley of Jehoshaphat, and will itlead vnth them

there for my people, and for my heritage, Israel, whom, they

have scattered among the nations, andpartedmy landP God's

controversy at this time is not to be with his people, but with

their enemies who come up to fight against Israel. And his

pleciding with the enemies of his " heritage Israel," will be

such as he describes in Isa. Ixvi. 16 :
" For by fire, and by his

simrd, will the Tiord plead with all flesh ; and the slain of the

Lord shall be many."

The nature of the contest, and who are to be the sufferers,

may be still further seen by the Lord's threatening to the hea-

then nations that came against Jerusalem : Verse 6. " The

children also of Judah, and the children of Jerusalem have

ye sold unto the Grecians, that ye might remove them far from

their border. 7. Behold, I will raise them out of the place

whither ye have sold them, and will return you recompense

upon your own head."

Xow, as previously shown, follows the divine proclamation

of the general war of the Gentiles against the Jews In

noticing this, we shall observe the specific time when the sun

is to be darkened.

Yerse 9. "Proclaim ye this among the Gentiles
;
prepare war

;

make up the mighty men ; let all the men of war draw near;

let them come up. 10. Beat your plowshares into swords,

and your pruning hooks into spears ; let the weak say, I am
strong. 11. Assemble yourselves, and come, all ye heathen,

and gather yourselves together round about ; thither cause
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thy mighty ones to come doion, Lord. 12. Let the heathen

be wakened, and come up to the valley of Jehoshcphnt
; for

iJiere vnll I sit tojudge all the heathen round about. 13. Put

ye in the sickle, /b;* the haj^vest is rij>e , come, get you down
;

for the press is full, tlie vats overflow ; for tlieir wickedness is

great."

And now the scone is depicted ; the vast gathering of Is-

rael's enemies ; the day of God's vengeance upon them draw-

ing nigh ; God's method of interposing " for his heritage Is-

rael," by wonders in heaven above and in earth beneath ; and

the triumph and permanent prosperity of Israel ever after.

Yerse 14. " Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decis-

ion ; for the day of the Lord is near in the valley of decis-

ion. 15. TnE SUN AND THE MOON SHALL BE DARKENED, AND

THE STARS SHALL WITHDRAW THEHi SHINLN'G. 10. The Lord
shall roar out of Zion, and utter his voice from Jerusaletn /

and the heavens and. tlie earth shall shalce^ but the lord

WILL be the hope OF HIS PEOPLE, AND THE STRENGTH OF THE

CHILDREN OF IsRAEL."

The battle over, the enemies of Israel slain by the divine

vengeance, the " children of Israel " triumphant by the

strength of the Lord, now follows the permanent result to Je-

rusalem and the Lord's heritage.

Yerse IT. " So shall ye know that I am the Lord your

"God, dwelling in Zion, my holy mountain • then shall Jcrusa-

lemj he holy, and there shall no stranger ^ass through her any

moreP
The remainder of the chapter, like the verse just quoted,

sufficiently shows that the prophecy does not relate to the time

of trouble and desolation, but to a time of triumph and per-

manent prosperity. Tliere is no way to avoid the ])crfect con-

clusiveness of the argument thus fiir, except by affirming, (1.)

That the last verse of the second chapter does not refer to the

game time as the verses preceding it ; or, (2.) That the first

verse of the third chapter does not refer to the same period

as the conclusion of the second chapter. But the inseparable

connection of these specified i)ortion3 is so evident and unde-

niable, that probably no intelligent man can be brought to
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deny it. The commentators are under the necessity of ad-

mitting it ; and it is only by the irresponsible and unjustifia-

ble liberties taken by the figurative theory of interpretation,

that anything can be said by way of explaining this portion

of the Bible, with any degree of relation to the Roman war.

There is a possibility that the merely superficial or casual

reader might, at first, be led to suppose that the specific and

rejDeated allusion to the time which we see in the 1st verse of

the third chapter, may not refer to the time described in the

preceding chapter, but to the time " when I shall bring again

the captivity of Judah and Jerusalem." But the critical di-

vines know very well that the language does not afibrd a

doubt of the reference being to the times described in the sec-

ond chapter. Even those who are utterly perplexed in their

endeavors to explain tlie thijd chapter in its connections with

the second, honestly admit the relation.

Take, for example, the admission of Dr. Lowth in the Com-
mentary of Patrick, Lowth, &c. ;

" Yerse 1. In those days^

and in that time.'] Tlie time called ' the last days' ch.ii. 2S,"

&c. It is true, indeed, that this divine supposes what is re-

corded in this chapter, will not take place until " the latter

part of these last days, or times," which he thinks include the

whole period between the first and second advent. Dr. Clarke

is equally clear in making this admission: Yerse 1. For, he-

hold, in those days.] According to the preceding prophecy,

these days should refer to gosjpel times, or to such as should

immediately precede tliemP The italicising is retained as it

is in the book. IS'ow, as the reader is desired particularly to

notice, the very commentators who refer the darkening of the

sun to the Jewish calamities under the Romans, acknowledge

the ufibroken and inseparable connection between the 2d and

8d chapters ; but, behold, when they come to comment on

this very darkening of the sun, in connection with the events

'With lohich it is'^o unde.nidbly associated, as God explains it

in the Sd chapter, they totally ahandoned the ground of their

former expositiXm, and refer it to other events, or confess their

inability to understand it.

Tliis is the course of Dr. Lowth, as may be seen by consult-



224 HAEMONT AND EXPOSITION.

ing his notes on the chapter. And, as for Dr. Clarke, his

comment is so remarkable that it shall be quoted here not

only as a curiosity in Bible exegesis, but as a demonstration of

the utter insufficiency and inconsistency of the usual figura-

tive theory for explaining these portions of the Bible.

" Yei-se 1. For^ hehold, in those days.'} According to the

preceding prophecy, these days should refer to gospel tiy/ies,

or to such as should imvidiatdy precede them. But this is a

part of the prophecy which is dijficidt to he u?iderstood. All

inteipreters are at variance upo7i it /—some applying its prin-

cipal parts to Caiiibyscs / his unfortunate cxjxidition to Egypt

;

the destruction oi fifty thousand of his troops (by the moving

pillars of sand,) whom he had sent across the desert to plun-

der the rich temple of Jui)iter Ammon ; his return to Judea,

and dying of a wound which he received from his own sword,

in mounting his horse, which happened at Ecbatane, at the

foot of Mount Carmel. On which his army, composed of

different nations, seeing themselves without a head, ftjll out,

and fought against each other, till the whole were destroyed.

And this is supposed to be what Ezehiel means by Gog and

Magog, and the destruction of the former. See Ezek, xxxviii

and xxxix. [!!] Others apply this to the mc^oWes gained by

the Maccabees,' and the destruction brought upon the enemies

of their country ; while several consider the whole as a figu-

rative prediction of the success of the gospel among the nations

of the earth. It may refer to those times in which the Jews

shall be brought in with the fullness of the Gentiles, and be

reestablished in their own land. Or, there may be portions

in this prophecy that refer to all the events ; [!] and to others

that have not yetfallen into the range ofhuman conjecture ; [!]

and will be only known when the time of fulfillment shall

take place. In \\\\?, painful uncertainty^ rendered still more

80 by the discordant opinions of many wise and learned men,

it appears to be my province, as I have nothing in tlie fonn

of a new conjecture to offer, to confine myself to an explana-

tion of i\i.Q phraseology of the chapter ; and leave the reader to

apply it as it may seem best to his own judgment." [! ! !]

It is rcallv painful to observe the indofinitencss, confusion,
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and contradictions whicli characterize most of the usual an-

notations on the, times of general gathering and conversion of

the Jewish people. And yet the fact of their final gathering

is too evident from the prophecies to be denied. And this

nnhappy state of difference and difficulty among the commen-

tators, which Dr. Clarke has so truly described and exhibited,

may be attributed mainly, if not entirely, to the trouble which

is occasioned to them by their unfortunate theory of literali-

zing what they happen to understand, of spiritualizing what

is a little obscure, and allegorizing here and there through

the chapters and verses, with little or no respect to the proper

rules of literary criticism. When the times and events of this

chapter are spoken of in other places, they sometimes refer

them to one thing, and sometimes to another, without any

apparent standard of certainty to guide them. And yet the

reference to the darkening of the sun and moon in these two

chapters, in the first place, is affirmed confidently (without a

shadow of proof, however,) to refer to the result of the Eoman
war. But when the same thing is considered in the connec-

tions with which the prophecy has placed it, we meet with

little else than obscurity, confusion, and contradiction in the

annotations of our numerous divines. And yet the time of

the events in this third chapter of Joel is proved to be the

same period which is described in the chapter preceding it.

But did not St. Peter., in the discourse recorded in Acts, 2d

chapter, apply this darkening of the sun, &c., to the destruc-

tion of the nation by the Komans ? J^o / he did not do any

such thing : Those who assert it, do so without a particle of

proof : they do so against proof : All that Peter affirmed in

quoting the prophecy of Joel, was simply that the dispensa-

tion, or period of time, spoken of in the prophecies as " the

last days," had now iegitn ; and this outpouring of the Spirit

was the ^7'6»<?/* of it. And he quoted the paragraph including

the reference to the darkening of the sun, not only because it

was originally associated with it in the prophecy, but because

there was an object in showing that these last days were to

continue until the final closing up of the Messianic dispensa-

tion. He wished to show to them that the very time had be •

15
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gun which should continue until, as he afterwards said to the

Jews, (ch. iv. 21,) " the times of the restitution of all things,

which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets

since the world began." " Yea," continued he, " and all the

prophets from Samuel and those that follow after, as many as

have spoken, have likewise foretold of these days." But Joel

has distinctly predicted, that these days, thus begun, are to

continue until the restoration of the Jews, and the final over-

throw of their enemies in the great battle that should result

in the complete and permanent establishment of Israel in their

o^wTi land. And Peter knew that the prophet, lohen he spake

of this darkening of the sun in its relation to associated

events, described it as occurring at the closing iij) of the tribu-

lation of the Jews, at the great battle that should destroy their

enemies ! As there is not one word in Joel that favors the

application of this event to the destruction of the Jews,—as

everything in his prophecy goes against such an applica-

tion ;—so, in the address of Peter : there is not one word that

favors such an application ; the scope of his argument did not

admit it ; his reference to the period of consummation of all

the prophecies forbids it. Such an application has been his-

torically ^ov^dZ to be utterly at variance with the recorded

facts ; it has been proved to be contrary to logic,—reasoning

from admitted premises ; and it has been incontestibly dem-

onstrated from the prophecy of Joel itself, that the darkening

of the sun, &c., relates to a time of general deliverance to the

Jews, and not to a time of desolation.

Having now spoken thus lengthily of the prophecy in Joel,

because it is the one chiefly relied upon to sustain the figura-

tive interpretation of the verse in Matthew, which relates to

the darkening of the luminaries, it will be aj)propriate now to

ofier some observations on the several passages where the

same or similar language is used, and admitted to be figura-

tive in its character.

1. Such passages are always found in the evidently and

confessedly ^^oetic j)ortion3 of the prophecies. But the dis-

course of Christ is simple prose, without a single attempt at

poetic images and adornment. Tlie advocates of the figura
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tive theory will admit this, so far as it applies to the discourse

generally, excepting only the passage in dispute.

2. In every instance of such use of this language in the

prophecies there is an explanation of its meaning, and a lit-

eral application of it, in connection with its figurative use. God
deemed it not expedient to trust the human mind with such

metaphors without giving them his own exjilanation. This

most extraordinary and important fact, so far as the writer

recollects, has never yet been published. We will notice all the

texts which are usually quoted to justify the figurative inter-

pretation of the passage in Matthew. The first is Isa. xiii. 9.

10. "Behold the day of the Lord cometh, cruel both with

wrath and fierce anger, to lay the land desolate : and he shall

destroy the sinners out of it. For the stars of heaven and the

constellations thereof shall not give their light : the sun shall

be darkened in his going forth, and the moon shall not cause

her light to shine." After this figurative description follows

the literal explanation, which, in so many words, tells us tliat

it refers to the overthrow of Babylon by tliQ Medes.

The next is Isa. xxxiv. 4. " And all the host of heaven

shall be dissolved, and the heavens shall be rolled together

as a scroll ; and all their host sliall fall down, as the leaf fall-

eth off from the vine, and as a tailing fig from the fig-tree."

Then the prophet goes right on to say expressly that it applies

to the desolation of Idumea.

Jeremiah xv. 9, may be considered, perhaps, in some

measure an example of such use of language. Whether it is

or not, the context gives a literal and clear application of the

language to the judgments of God upon Jerusalem and the

nation, on account of the sin of Manasseh, the king.

The next passage is Ezek. xxxii. 7, 8. " And when I put

thee out, I will cover the heaven, and make the stars tliereof

dark ; I will cover the sun with a cloud, and the moon shall

not give her light." Then it goes right on to say expressly

that it refers to the desolation of Egyjyt by the Idmj ofBabylon.

Amos viii. 9, is usually quoted as another example. " And
it shall come to pass in that day, saith the Lord God, that I

will cause the sun to go down at noon, and I will darken th&
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earth in the clear day." This is both preceded and followed

by clear and literal aj^plications to the judgments of God
upon the Jews for their oppression and idolatiy. Daniel viii.

10, is also referred to. " And it waxed great, even to the

host of heaven ; and it cast down some of the host and of

the stars to the ground, and stamped upon them." Tliis is

a symbolical representation of the doings of one of the suc-

cessors of the Grecian king, and is thus literally explained

and applied in connection with the account of the vision.

Another reference is to Joel ii. 10, 11. "The earth shall

quake before them ; the heavens shall tremble ; the sun and

the moon shall be dark, and the stars shall withdraw their

shining. And the Lord shall utter his voice before his array

;

for his camp is very great ; for he is strong that executeth his

word ; for the day of the Lord is great and very terrible

;

and who can abide it ? " This is preceded by a description of

a visitation of the locusts^ under the idea of an army ; and is

followed by a plain statement (verses 20, 25,) of the ftict that

it means a visitation of locusts and other destructive insects.

Then follows the passage in verse 30, 31, of which so much
has already been said. jSTow, let it be distinctly noticed, that,

if this is figurative language^ it is an exception to all the

other passages^ for it is noioJicre explained! This ought of

itself to be deemed decisive of its literal character. Although

it is nowhere explained^ it is elsewhere ajyplicd • for in the

third, chapter, where the time and the events are more dis-

tinctly described, it is applied to the time of God's deliverance

of the children of Israel, and the destruction of their ene-

mies, at the final redemption from captivity.

If anything more need to be said to show the utter failure

of the common attempts to justify the figurative intequ-eta-

tion of the darkening of the heavens, as described in Joel,

and in our Lord's discourse, it should be by way of inquiry

into the origin and propriety of metaphorical language. Tlic

argument can only be touched u}>oii in this connection, as it

is too extensive, and perhaps not sufiicicntly relevant for the

subject of the Exposition. A few observations only will be

submitted.
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(1.) Tlie use of metai^horic language implies a knowledge

or idea of what would be understood if sucli language were

applied literally. No one ever uses figures witliout having in

view the literal things from which the figures are derived.

If we speak of a man as the ^/iZ^ar* of the state, we have in

view the nature of a literal column at the same time. If we

say Christianity is the sun of the world, it implies that we
have a previous understanding of the nature and fact of the

sun.

(2.) ]^ow, whence did this ancient figurative use of the

darkening of the luminaries arise ? How did it happen that

it was so common for the prophets to speak of ordinary, lim-

ited judgments, in language which all admit would, if used

literally, apply to the general judgment? How became it so

common to speak metaphorically of the darkening of the

sun, moon, and stars, and the passing away of the heavens ?

Figures are the shadow of the literal. Where is the substance

that originates the shadow ? Metaphors are borrowed from

literal speech. Where is the literal speech, and the revela-

tion of the literal idea, of the blotting out of the bright

heavens, and the downfall of the world ?

(3.) This question is to be settled by those who seize upon

every reference to these great events, and pronounce them

figurative. Will they please to tell us where there is a spot

in all the Bible where the literalist may plant his feet, and

stand up in defence of orthodoxy, and give a philosophical

explanation of the commonness of such language as appears

to refer to the day of judgment?
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CHAPTER IX.

Pt'mcvpal subject— D^ujkening of the Luminaeies, and the

ATTENDING CmCUMSTANCES.

Preliminaries— Plan of the Argument— "The Tribulation of those days"—

•

The days defined— Important Consideration—An Omitted Verse—How
long the Time is to last— Conclusion of this branch of the Argument-
Darkening the Luminaries— An Error of the Literalists— Nature of Meta-

phorical Language— Where is the Original ?—How the Scriptures speak

to men— Important Distinction—The Prophecy of Joel and of Christ

comf)ared— The specific Time and Circumstances of Darkening the Lumi-na-

ries— Parallel Predictions— Parallelism of Times and Events— Gog and

Magog— Objection, that St. John describes the great Battle as taking

jnace after the Millenium— John and Ezekiel llarmonized— Different Ex-

positions compared.

Verse 29. Immediately after tue tribulation or those days, shall the sun

BE DARKENED, AND THE MOON SHALL NOT GIVE HER LIGHT, AND THE STARS SHALL FALL

FROM HEAVEN. [Lulc : AnDUI'ONTIIE EARTH DISTRESS OF NATIONS, WITH PERl'LEXI-

TY ; TUE SEA AND TUE WaVES ROARING; MKS'n HEARTS FAILING THEM FOE FEAB, AND

FOR LOOKING AFTER THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE COMING ON THE EARTH;] AND THE

POWERS OF THE HEAVENS SHALL BE SHAKEN.

Having disposed of the figurative method of interpreting

this passage, the true exposition will now be given. Up to

this point there has not yet occurred a single instance of

departure from a literal rendering of our Lord's language.

And the inconsistency and ruinous results of the metaphorical

exposition of this passage, have been sufficiently shown.

Tliere is no more necessity for departing from the literal in

this passage than in any of the previous portions. And it

may be expedient to remark, before proceeding furtlier, that

as there has been no departure from strict orthodoxy in tlie

previous annotations, so there will he none in the comments

on this and the subsequent passages. Tlie doctrines of the

church, as set forth in rclia])le standards, will be rigidly main-

tained throughout the Treatise.

The method of procedure in this part of the discussion
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will be, 1. To show what is meant by the " Tribulation of

those days." 2. What is meant by the darkening of the lu-

minaries "immediately after." 3. "Who will be the subjects

of the perplexity and distress, on the occurrence of these

wonders.

I. " The Tribulation of those days" is to be explained.

1. The remark, that the relative pronoun must refer to its

antecedent, may appear so trite as hardly to justify its repe-

tition. But there is a positive propriety in refreshing the

memory with this most familiar and self-evident truth. The

word " those,^^ then, must refer to something which had pre-

viously been the subject of remark. And " those days''' must,

consequently refer to some days previously described.

2. Now, we learn from the passage itself that the days

referred to were days of " trihdation ;
" and the scope of

the passage, particularly as recorded by Luke, shows that the

days of tribulation last mentioned, were days of tribulation

particularly to the Jews. " For there shall be great distress

in the land, and wrath upon this people." It is evident, then,

that the " tribulation of those days" means the period of

affliction of the Jewish land and people, of which the Lord

had previously spoken.

3. There is one other remark that should be introduced in

this connection : where two things are referred to for the pur-

pose of distinguishing them from each other, and the word

these is used in connection with those, then the relative those

does not refer to the things last spoken of, but to things fur-

ther back in the discourse. Now, in the case before us, as those

is not used to distinguish between different times or things that

have been previously mentioned, it must refer to the described

days of tribulation, wltJwut any restriction : it must itKilude

all that had heen mentioned of that description / and espe-

cially such as was so prominent or remarkable as to have

particularly impressed the memory /— otherwise, the antece-

dent of the relative would be so uncertain as to leave the

hearer or reader in d(Uibt respecting the teacher's meaning.

Such being the relation of those in the passage before us,
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there can be no proi^riety iu the supposition that it does not

include all the tribulation, as far as it had been particularly

described. If -vve can ascertain, then, how long the tribula-

tion mentioned was to continue, we can understand with

certainty one thing in relation to the signs that were to follow

"immediately after;" we can ascertain a time hefore which

the signs should not transpire, though we may not be able to

define hoAV soon after. For as the signs were to be after the

tribulaticyii was ended, so far as it had heen described i when
we hare ascertained how long those days were to continue,

we have ascertained a period during which, and before which

there can be no propriety in looking for the manifestation of

the signs. And this of itself should be deemed conclusive

against any assertion or conjecture concerning the predicted

signs, if they happened before, or during, the period of tribu-

lation to which reference is had by the relative those.

(4.) One thing further;— in defining the "tribulation of

those days," we are not to rely upon the assertions, fancies,

or conjectures of men: we are to depend on the Lord^s own
declaration ; not on what he did not say ; not on wdiat he may
be s%n'>j>osed to have said or intended ; but on what he did

say. And now the inquiry arises,— in making up our judg-

ment of what the Lord intended, shall we base our conclusion

ononly a part of his words, or shall we found it upon a con-

sideration of all that is jprcserved of his discourse ? Tliere

can be but one rational answer ; and yet who would suppose

from the usual method of settling the question of the continu-

ance of those days, that any very great importance was to be

attached to an omission from the record of Matthew and

Mark, which is supplied only by Luke ? The supplementary

verse has not only been usually mi>5placcd in the gospel Har-

monies, but it has been almost entirely neglected in the com-

ments on the twenty-fourth of Matthew. It is hardly allowed

a respectable reference. To use an expressive, though not an

elegant, word, the supplementary vei"se from Luke has been

almost ignored out of existence, so far as it relates to the ex-

position of the twenty-fourth of Matthew. And yet our Lord

just as certainly uttered the words recorded in Luke xxi. 24,
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as the words in Matt. xxiv. 29, or any otlier verse in the

chapter. And is that supplementary verse of such little

signification and importance as to be of no influence in the

exegesis of the 29th verse of Matthew ? Does it not bear

upon its very face character of the greatest consequence in

determining the days of that tribulation f

(5.) In relation to tlie position which the supplementary

verse occupies in the accompanying Harmony, nothing more

need to be said ; the reader is requested to examine again, if

necessary, the argument on that point, in its proper place in

the Exposition.

Let all that is preserved of our Lord's discourse be brought

together in its proper order, and then it will not be difficult to

determine the question concerning how long the tribulation

referred to is to continue.

(G.) After our Lord had brought down his description of

Jewish suffering to the siege of Jerusalem, and had given al-

so predictions of some things which happened during the

siege^ did h.Q ]?ause then, in that department of his prophecy,

and hegin to speak of the signs in the heavens aud earth f ]^o
;

HE CONTINUED HIS DISCOUESE ON THE SAME GENERAL SUBJECT OF

TRIBULATION DOWN TO THE PERIOD OF THE TERMINATION OF THE

AFFLICTION, and THEN he pr'oceeded to s^eaJc of the signs in the

heavens, &c.

(7.) The connection of the 29th verse of Matthew will aj>

pear from reading the record of Matthew as amended by the

supplementary verse from Luke. And it will appear from

the very face of the words that the tribulation last spoken of

previously to the 29th verse of Matthew, began at tlie siege,

or at least at the downfall, of the dty, and reaches forward
even to the fullness of the Gentiles, and the here implied, (but

elsewhere ^re^id^^-fZ,) redemj>tion and restoration of tJie city to

the Jews. Matt., verse 28 :
" For wheresoever the carcass is,

there will the eagles be gathered together." Luke, verse 24

:

" And tliey shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall be
led away captive into all nations ; and Jerusalem shall be

trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles
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be fulfilled." Matt., verse 29 :
" Immediately after the trib-

ulation of those days, shall the sun be darkened," &e.

(8.) ISTow, here were days of tribulation just as really, and

just as distinctly pointed out, as the tribulation before, and

during, the siege. And these days of tribulation yet con-

tinue ; and are to continue until the specified time of termi-

nation. And there ought not to be any doubt that the rela-

tive those in the verse under comment, referred to this very,

this long continued, period of afiliction ; for, -whether all do,

or do not, admit the propriety of placing the supplementary

verse in the precise location that it sustains in this Harmony

;

yet all do, and must, admit that it belongs somewhere hefore

the vei-se under comment ; and it must, then, of coui-se, be

included in that period of tribulation of which the Lord had

been speaking, and to which the relative those referred.

(9.) Besides, as it must have been remarked in the previous

sections of the discourse, our Lord paid the strictest regard to

the chronological succession of events, as they aff'ected the

same class of persons ; he never confuses or reverses the or-

der of things, but describes them as if they were passing be-

fore his omniscient eye in regular panoramic succession. And,

in the very nature of the case, the chronological order of the

events described in the verse from Luke, not only required

that it should be placed hefore the verse relating to the signs

in heaven, as it is in Luke ; but, also, that it should be placed

after the verse relating to the siege of Jerusalem. If so,

then the order must be as it is presented in this Harmony

;

and the " tribulation of those days " refers as specifically to

this yet continuing period of afiliction as to anything pre-

vious. But see this argument more fully presented in the

comment on the passage in question.

(10.) Here, then, we have direct, afiirmative proof that the

signs in the heavens relate to something else than the down-

fall of the Jewish nation. What may be called the negative

argument— though it implies tlio afiirmative— has been more

fully exhiljited in the last chapter. But now we have the af-

firmative i)roof that the signs in the heavens have not yet
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transpired, 'because the time for them has not yet arrived.

Those days of tribulation, as Christ liimself affirms, are to in-

clude all that has teen foretold hj the lyrophcts. Luke, verse

22 : " For these be the days of vengeance, that all things

which are written may be fulfilled." Xow, the Lord did not,

and could not, mean, that all things foretold were to happen

at any one particular time of those days, because the prophe-

cies speak of a long continued succession, age after age, of

tribulation. lie undoubtedly meant to apprise them that the

ages of affliction had begun, and they were to expect all those

terrible judgments, which had been foretold.

(11.) But the same prophets— particulai«ly Moses— whoso

clearly foretold that heginning of those tribulations which

were then witnessed, just as distinctly predicted the continu-

ance of them through a succession of ages not yet termina-

ted. The jyredicted days of IsraeVs distress and desolation

had then begun. How long were they to continue ? Answer

:

Until " all things that are written may be fulfilled." These

were the days ; Jerusalem's destruction was but one of the

earlier calamities ; ages of tribulation are to follow, for they

have been foretold by the prophets, and the time has not yet

expired.*

(12.) In concluding, then, that the days of tribulation to

which the relative those refers, were not limited by the fall of

Jerusalem, we are sustained by these several considerations

:

First. The prophecies of the Old Testament favor it.

Second. Christ's reference to those prophecies, and his dec-

laration concerning their being entirely fulfilled during the

" days of vengeance " of which he was speaking, should be

regarded as a demonstration.

Third. The connection and specific teaching of the verse

from Luke ought to be considered a positive proof of the

justness of the conclusion.

Fourth. The utter insufficiency, the logical absurdity, the

self-contradiction, and the downright variance with the facts

in the case, which characterize the attempts to apply the verse

* See note D, in the Appendix.



236 HAEMONT AND EXPOSITION.

under comment to the occurrences of the war under the Ro-

mans, ought to drive any man in disgust from such an exposi-

tion, whether lie finds any other theory of interpretation or not.

Fifth. The prophecy in ^oe\.^oves that the time is yet in

the future.

Sixth. There is a plain, scriptural exposition of tiie passage.

II. "We are next to consider the darkening of the lumina-

ries of heaven, immediately after the tribulation of those

days.

(1.) Those who have fancied that this darkening took place

at, before, or soon after, the destruction of Jerusalem, have

not wandered more widely from the truth, than those who
have endeavored to find the fulfillment of the prediction in

the unusual conditions of the atmosphere, or in the remarka-

ble revolutions of the nations, since that time. All have

equally overlooked the plain. Scripture teaching that it will

not occur until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled, and Je-

rusalem ceases to be trodden under foot by the Gentiles. It

is really surprising that those who profess to be literalists are

BO prone to fix upon almost anything as a fulfillment of this

prediction, without the least regard for the fact, that it will

not occur until the Jews again become possessed of Jerusa-

lem, and, as Joel describes it, the nations of the world com-

bine and meet in the vicinity of the city to fight with the

Jews.

(2.) If a man professes to disregaid the literal teaching of

the prophecies, and holds himself under no obligation to be-

lieve what the Bible says^hwt allows his imagination full l>lay,

to conjecture what he thinks lies hidden under a veil of ap-

parently literal teacliing ;
— in such case there is n(^tliing to

surprise us in the innumerable and unscriptural fictions which

are so pleasing to human fancy. But where there is a dispo-

sition to censure the fanciful expositors, and a claim to be-

lieve what the Bible says^— it is astonishing that such errors

as have been rife among us for a few years past, in relation

to the second advent, should bo countenanced and defended

with a zeal worthy of truth itself.
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(3.) Tlie author of tliis Ex230sition, after becoming wearied,

and, in some instances, disgnsted, witli the examination of the

common figurative expositions of this, and similar passages,

has deliberately, solemnly, and unchangeably determined to

be a literalist throughout in his exegesis of the '?('7ifiguratiye

portions of the Bible ; and in the figurative portions he de-

termines to be guided by what is, in connection, or elsewhere,

taught in literal prose. He understands precisely what he

means in this declaration, and holds himself in readiness to

meet the consequences of abiding by it. One thing is cer-

tain,— if he errs in this matter, he will have this to console

him, that he honestly understood God to mean what he was

pleased to reveal.

(4.) In giving a jihilosophical account of the origin and

commonness of the metwpJiorical use of language, which, ap-

plied literally, would naturally belong to the scenes of the

closing up of this world's probation,— it would be necessary

to suppose that the people were acquainted, and, to some ex-

tent, familiar with, the great revelation that the world is des-

tined to be renewed at the second coming of Christ. And as

there is nothing in nature that teaches this doctrine, we must

suppose that it was made originally, and renewed occasional-

ly, by revelation from heaven.

(5.) But where are those intimations and revelations of this

great truth which the church in all ages has fixed upon as

principal stones in the foundation of orthodoxy ?

They must be somewhere in the writings of the prophets,

if the church has spoken, in this matter, " according to the

oracles of God." But where are those revelations of this

truth, if our commentators may explain every thing of this

kind in a figurative manner ? Where is there one text which

they admit to be purely and independently literal ? If the

proj)hecy of Joel does not contain such a revelation, it is not

TO BE FOUND IN TDE Old Testament ! And if the text under

comment does not contain such a revelation, n is not to be

found in the Kew Testament !

(6.) Thei-e is just this one remark further, at the present posi-

tion in the argument : The Bible speaks to the common mind^
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— not with strict philosophic precision, as things would he

treated in a scientific discoui-se,— but as things cqyj^ear to the

general mind. In other words, the Bible speaks, as we con-

verse and preach, in tlie ordinary language of our hearers,

and with a designed adaptation to the common capacity.

Hence, the darkening of the sun and moon, and the falling

of the stars, are to be understood as so appearing to those

who may be witnesses of the awful events. Uow the phe-

nomena may be explained scientifically, forms no part of the

present design. When men have given a satifactory scientific

explanation of the sun and moon standing still in the days of

Joshua, or of the sun being darkened three hours at the cru-

cifixion of Christ, then it will be time for the author to go

beyond the facts of revelation, and attempt the philosophic

solution of the mysteries which are hidden with God.

(7.) If the prophets ever taught that Israel and Judah

should be scattered among the nations ; if they ever foretold

the downfall of their metropolis, and the possession of their

land by others ; if they ever predicted the ultimate triumph

of Messiah's kingdom ; they have just as clearly taught that

the present tribulation and dispersion of the children of Israel

should finally be brought to a termination, and they again

brought back to the everlasting possession of their own laud.

The predictions of the restoration and conversion are so defi-

nite, so full, so frequent, and so connected with other matters

that we know to be literal, that we cannot consistently deny

the latter without wholly denying the former. Our commen-

tators, our hymnologists, our most influential preachei-s of all

evangelical churches, are constrained to admit the doctrine of

Israel's future convereion and restoration ; and it is generally

admitted that St. Paul argued the nuitter by appealing to tlie

prophecies.

(8.) Now, there is not, probably, a plainer prediction of

these things than in the second and third chaiitei-s of Joel, al-

though the same things are taught i-lsewhere with a fullness

and a definitenesa that remove all reasonable occasion of mis-

interpretation in respect to the i)riiicipal events. And the

divines who see fit to refer the prophecy of Joel to the down
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fall of tlie Jewish nation, are compelled to admit that, prima-

rily or secondarily, suggestively or typically, it refers also to

the closing up of the present dispensation of things. The

truth of these observations will be admitted by all who have

examined the subject.

(9.) Before proceeding to apply these extended remarks to

the exposition of the verse under comment, the reader is de-

sired particularly to acquaint himself with the preceding ar-

gument on the identity of the time and events described in

the latter part of the second chapter of Joel and the whole of

the third chapter. He will then perceive tliat the prophet

has gone over precisely the same period of time that is else-

where described as the times, the days, or the age, of the Mes-

siah ; a period that begins with the setting np of the king-

dom, and extending to the complete establishment of it, either

by the conversion or destruction of the nations. It is a peri-

od which opens with an outpouring of the Spirit upon all

flesh ; not all flesh in extent^ as including all people j but all

flesh in 'caviety of condition, as excluding none. But the

prophecy was not to be limited to that first outpouring, and

to that first ingathering, as of the first fruits of the general

haiwest. The period still continues ; and we of this genera-

tion may claim the same promise, and so may all generations

until the great day of the Lord.

(10.) ^'•Before the great and terrible day of the Lord come,"

which will hereafter be explained, the sun shall be darkened,

and the moon turned to blood, and the stai's withdraw their

shining. The time of this change in the luminaries of heaven

is clearly indicated both by Christ and by the prophet Joel.

It will be (Joel iii. 1) at that period of time when God "shall

bring again the captivity of Judah and Jerusalem," That is,

as has already been shown by numerous quotations to the same

effect, -at the period when " God shall set his hand the second

time to recover the remnant of his people which shall be left."

Isa. xi. 11. " For, lo, the days come, saith the Lord, that I

will bring again the captivity of my people Israel and Judah,

saith the Lord : and I will cause them to return to the land
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that I gave to their fathers, and they shall possess it." Jere-

miah, XXX. 3.

(11.) It appears, however, that the Jews will not be permit-

ted to possess their own land without a great conflict with the

Gentile nations. (Joel iii. 2.) " I will also gather all nations,

and will bring them down into the valley of JehofiJuijjJait,

[Hebrew— valley of the juJgmcnt of God,'] and will plead

with them there for my i)eoi»le and for my heritage, Israel,

whom they have scattered among the nations, and parted my
land." Yerse 7. " Behold, I will raise them out of the place

whither ye have sold them, and will return you recompense

upon your own head." After a description of the preparation

for the general war, and the gathering of the nations in the

valley of God's judgment, called also the " valley of decision^''

God says, (verse 12,) " For there will I sit to judge all the hea-

then round about." Then comes the description of the mighty

gathering : (Verse 14,) " Multitudes, multitudes in the valley

of decision : for the day of the Lord is near in the valley of

decision."

(12.) And now occurs the darkening of the luminaries of

heaven. Multitudes upon multitudes have been gathered

from " all nations" into tlie judgment valley— " the valley of

decision." Tliey come with weapons of war to fight against

God's " heritage, Israel ;" and God is going to " plead with

them there for his people." " The harvest is ripe ;" " the press

is full ; the fats overflow." The times of tlie Gentiles are now
fulfilled. God now says, " For there [in the valley of decis-

ion] will I sit to judge all the heathen round about." The

times of afiliction for Israel are now ended :
" the tribulation

of those days" is over ; God is now going to recompense the

heathen of all nations upon their own head, as ho pleads

with them in behalf of his people.

(13.) But how is it done? It is done as God has done be-

fore : nature, with all its elements, is made to do God's battle-

service. Tlic first thing is to involve them in utter darkness,

as he once did the Egyptians, and as was done also at the

crucifixion. Verse 15. "The sun and the moon shall be
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darkened, and tlie stars shall withdraw their shining." The
moon will seem to turn to blood, and the stars shall appear

to fall from heaven. God's people shall now see, as their fa-

thers did, the terrible ' interposition of Jehovah in their be-

half; and the multitudes assembled against them shall be met

and vanquished by the Almighty himself, as lesser armies had

been before.

(14.) Yerse 16. " The Lord shall also roar out of Zion, and

utter his voice from Jerusalem ; and the heavens and the

earth shall shake." God will roar against them with that

dreadful voice that terrified the Israelites around Mount Si-

nai. See Exodus xix. 10-20. " There were thunderiugs, and

lightnings, and a thick cloud upon the mount, and the voice

of the trumpet exceeding loud ; so that all the people thai

were in the camp trembled." Some such terrible interposi-

tion of God will now be seen in behalf of his people ; and

the voice and roar that shake the earth and heaven, will be

attended by commotions in the elements around : " the seA

and the waves roaring." The earth, the sea, the sky, will be

terribly affected ; and the whole demonstration will be against

the multitudes upon multitudes in the valley of judgment.

The sun as in sackcloth, the moon crimsoned, the falling and

extinguished stars, the roar and voice of God from Jerusalem

that makes the earth and heaven tremble, and the waves of

the sea roaring with the horrible commotion ;— all of these

things shall bring about what the Saviour next describes

:

Luke, [And upon the earth dist/ress of nations., with perjplexi-

ty / the sea and the waves Toaring / men's heartsfailing them

forfear^ andfor looking after those things which are coming

on the earth / for the powers of heaven shall he shaken.l

(15.) Tliis is God's method oi pleading v^ith. the nations in

behalf of his heritage Israel. For, (Joel iii. 16,) in the midst

of this ten-ible demonstration against the assembled nations,

" The Lord will be the hope of his people, and the strength

of the children of Israel." It will be the set time to favor

Zion. The God who did wonders in Egypt, at the Eed Sea,

at Sinai, at Gibeon, and at other times when he vanouished

Israel's enemies ; the God who had seemed to cast away his

16
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people whom lie foreknew, will at tliis time return to save his

people, and to accomplish all the blessings that were prom-

ised to them in the latter days, when they should return to

the Lord. This is undoubtedly the great battle between Gog
and Magog and the children of Israel, which is so graphically

described in Ezekiel, chapters xxxviii. and xxxix., which the

reader is earnestly desired now to read.

(16.) Tlio correspondency between our Lord's predictions

and those of the Old Testament, is wonderful. AVe find a cor-

respondency, first, in the fact that the things predicted by him

in the passage now under comment, occur in the exact order

which is observable in the prophets ; namely, " Immediately

after the tribulation of those days," which Moses as well as him-

eelf had distinctly predicted as continuing until the final restora-

tion of Israel to their own land. (Our Lord's prediction of this

will hereafter be noticed.) Second. There is a corresponden-

cy in the signs themselves ; only our Lord is more particular

in describing the efiect upon the nations. Thirdly. As will

immediately be shown, the coming of the Lord in the midst

of this darkness, and elemental commotion, and general dis-

tress of the nations to redeem his elect, (Luke, verse 28,) has a

perfect correspondency with the prophets' declaration, that it

should be to redeem his people, as will be found by reading

Joel and the parallel prophecies.

(17.) It is not strictly necessary to the exposition, that the

prophecies of the Old Testament should further occui)y our

attention in this connection ; but still, in order to throw addi-

tional light on the thie when these wonders in heaven and

earth shall be exhibited, in behalf of God's heritage, and, of

course, against Israel's enemies ;— and especially to show still

further the impropriety of applying the prophecy in Joel to

the downfall of the Jewish nation ;— for these reasons, and

others that might be mentioned, the reader's attention may

be detained for a little for the purjiose of considering one of

the parallel prophecies to whicli reference has already been

made. Our Saviour and Joel seem to have had distinctly in

view the terrible judgments of God upon the assembled na-

tions of Israel's enemies, at the closing up of the present dis-
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pensation of things. In order to exhibit this parallelism more

distinctly, attention will be directed to several things which

strikingly identify the time and the occasion of the divine

manifestation in behalf of the ancient covenant people.

(18.) The first thing we notice from our Saviour's predic-

tion is, that it should not he during the continuance of the,

days of the tj'ibulation of loJdch he had been sj>eaking. And
it is undeniable that he had spoken of their tribulation in all

its days of continuance to the time when Jerusalem should be

trodden down by the Gentiles no longer ; when the times of

tlie Gentiles should be fulfilled. Our Lord had declared in

BO many words that the days of calamity, and of Jerusalem's

oppression, should continue so long, and until that time. And
then he added, " Immediately aftee the tribulation of those

days, shall the sun be darkened," &c. I^ow this is precisely

what Joel teaches, as has been sufficiently shown in the pre-

ceding sections ; it should be at the time when the Lord shall

" bring again the captivity of Judah and Jerusalem ; " and

when he should assemble all nations in the " valley of judg-

ment," or " decision," at the time when they should gather

to fight against the Jews. And this is evidently parallel witli

the prophecy of the gathering of Gog and Magog, at tlie same

time, and for the same purpose.

(19.) In the thirty-fifth and thirty-sixth of Ezekiel we have

general, but very distinct, declarations of God's purpose in

respect to his ancient heritage. In the thirty-seventh we have

the matter exhibited in the form of a vision ; and accompa-

nied hy God's own explanation of what tlie vision signified ;

Then in the thirty-eighth and thirty-nintli chapters, we have

a particular account of the gathering of the nations against

the Jews, and God's terrible interposition in behalf of liis

people, by the judgments upon their enemies. In the thirty-

eighth we have God's address to Israel's enemies, as we have

also in Joel iii. Verse 8. " After many days thou [Israel's

enemies] shall be visited : in the latter years thou should come
into the land that is brought back from the sword, and is

gathered out of many people, against the mounrtains of Israel,

which have been always waste : but is brought fortli out of
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the nations, and they shall dwell safely all of thorn. 9. Thou

shalt ascend and come like a storm ; thou shalt be like a cloud

to cover the land ; thou, and all thy bands, and many people

with thee. 15. And thou shalt come from thy place out of

the north parts, thou, and many people with thee, all of them

riding upon horses, a great company and a mighty army. 16.

And thou shalt come up against my people Israel, as a cloud

to cover the land ; it shall he in the latter days ; and I will

bring thee against my land, that the heathen may know me,

when I shall be sanctified in thee, O Gog, before their eyes.

17. Tliussaith the Lord God; Art thou h^ of whomlha/oe spo-

lien in old time., by my servants the prophets of Israel, wliicli

prophesied in those days many years, that I would bring thee

against them? 18. And it shall come to pass at the same

time Avhen Gog shall come against the land of Israel, saith

the Lord God, that my fury shall come up in my face. 19.

For in my jealousy, and in the fire of my wrath, have I spo-

ken. Surely in that day there shall be a great shaking in the

land of lai-ael. 20. So that the fishes of the sea, and the fowls

of the heaven, and the beasts of the field, and all creeping

things that creep upon the earth, and all the men that a/re up-

on theface of the earth., shall shake at my presence, and the

mountains shall be thrown down, and the steep places shall

fall, and every -wall shall fall to the ground. 21. And I will

call for a sword against him throughout all my mountains,

saith the Lord God : every man's sword shall be against his

brother. 22. And I will plead against him with pestilence

and with hlood ,' and Iwill rain upon him, and upon his hands,

and upon the many people that are with him, an overflowing

rain, and great hail-stones, fire and hrimstone. 23. Tlius

will I magnify myself, and sanctify myself; and I will be

known in the eyes of many natic»n9, and they shall know tliat

I am the Lord."

(20.) Kow who can fail to perceive here a parallel with tlie

prophecy of Joel ? It relates to the same time of gathering

in the captivity of the Jews. It speaks of the same gather-

ing of the multitudes of their enemies into the land to fight

against Israel. It alludes to the same terrille shahing ofea/rthy
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eea^ and heaven, when God interferes in behalf of his heritage

IsraeL In both places this is spoken of as God^spleading with

them then in behalf of Israel. In both places it represents

the result as a total overthl-ow of Israel's enemies, and a per-

fect and permanent establishment of Israel in their own coun-

try. And what is worthy of especial notice, in the prophecy

by Ezekiel (xxxviii. 17,) this same gathering and judgment of

the heathen, and Israel's redemption, are declared to have

been spoken of by the prophets of a former period. And
we should observe that Joel prophesied he/ore EzeJdel.

(21.) " In those days, and at that time," then, according to

the prophets, will occur this teri'ible judgment that shall dark-

en the heavens and convulse the earth and sea. Tlien will

be the judgment and punishment of the nations, and the re-

demption of God's " heritage Israel," that they may dwell

forevermore in their own land in peace and purity. Tliis,

then, as our Lord himself declared, is only the fulfillment

of the things that have been wiitten. And the tribula-

tion that was experienced by the Jews during the Eoman
war, was only the beginning of the sorrows that have been

predicted, and that shall continue until all that has been fore-

told shall be accomplished. And "immediately after the

tribulation of those days," shall the wonders in heaven,

and the commotions among nations occur, and the divine

glory will be manifested in the judgments which shall de-

stroy the ungodly.

(22.) There is one specific objection that may be urged

against this conclusion respecting the time of the fulfillment

of this part of the prediction : it is this : John, in Revelation

XX. 8, represents the battle of Gog and Magog as occurring

after the Millenium ; whereas, Ezekiel clearly represents it

as occurring at tlie conchision of -the prefient days of IsraeVs

tribulation, which we cannot suppose will last during the

thousand years of holiness and peace.

(23.) The reply to this objection is very easy, and ought to

be deemed satisfactory.

In the first place, nothing would be gained to either side of

this controversy, by supposing that Ezekiel and John contra-
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dieted eacli other. It cannot be deemed admissible tliat thero

is any such contradiction in the Bible.

In the second place, the prophecy of Ezekiel is so clearly

parallel with many others, as it respects the thne of tJie fuh
jUlment, that there is no room for a doubt of its being at th©

close of the present period of Israel's dispersion. And ifono

prophet must be explained by another, the one ought to be

ex])lained by the matuj / the less clear and literal, by those

that are more easily understood. In the third place, and par-

ticularly Ezekiel and John are in the most delightful harmo-

ny ; and it is precisely the charcicter of the harmony which

the book of Revelation so conspicuously displays in its rela-

tions to the other parts of the prophetic Scriptures.

This is the agreement between John and Ezekiel : what

Ezekiel represents literally, as the closing up of the ante-mil-

lennial dispensation, John uses syinholically to illustrate the

closing up of the Millennium itself. And this is precisely the

leading characteristic of this part of John's writings : IIo

uses the prophecies and histories of the literal as symhols to

represent something else, and similar events of other times.

Prophecies and histories resj)ecting literal Jerusalem, he usea

synibolically to describe the church in its future glory. Proph-

ecies and histories which were applicable literally only to

Babylon on the Euphrates, he uses symholicdlly to illustrate

the Papal abomination. Home literal, in its situation, domi-

nation and character, is made a symljol of Home spiritual.

Now this character of John's Bevelation is sufficiently evi-

dent ; and no one ever thought of stumbling, because he could

not harmonize the chronology between John's sijmholical Je-

rusalem, Babylon, and Rome, and tlie literal cities whoso

characters and destinies furnished him with some of the prin-

cipal actors in his symbolical drama. And why need w&
stumble because his symbolical Gog and Magog do not como

upon the stage just when the literal did.* Why does he usp

Jerusalem, Babylon, Rome, and other things to illustrate his

drama? Because such things had existed litorally and had

•See NoteK
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become subjects of propbetic and bistoric knowledge ; and,

tberefore, in tbis way, by using tbem, be could convey a vol-

ume of meaning in a single verse.

(25.) And, ifany obj ect,tbat be bas used as a symbol sometbing

of wbicb we are yet in doubt,—sometbing wbicb is still future

to us,—tbe answer is ready : He wrote this part of bis Rev-

elation for tbe special admonition of tbose wbo will survive

during tbe Millennium, and will be in danger at tbe close of

tbat period of being deceived by tbe devil, wbo will tlien for a

little season be released from prison. And at that time, tbe

bistory of Gog and Magog will be as well understood as is

now tbe bistory of Babylon or Rome. And we migbt as well

suppose tbat tbere will be no literal resurrection^ because it is

sometimes used symbolically, as in Ezek. xxxvii.,—or tbat

tbere was no literal Jerusalem^ because it was used symboli-

cally,—as to suppose tbere will be no Gog and Magog at tbe

close of tbe present dispensation, because tbey are used sym-

bolically to illustrate tbe close of tbe Millennium. Tbe fi^gTL-

raiiivQ proves^ ratber tban cZ^sproves, tbe literal.

(26.) Two tilings are bere wortby of remembrance : First.

Tbat tbe gatbering of tbe Jews, and tbe great and decisive de-

struction of tbeir enemies, are so evidently taugbt in tbepropb-

ecies, tbat almost all divines are constrained to admit tbe literal

fulfillment of, at least, tbe principal tbings predicted. It is

to be regretted, bowever, tbat so fe^w bave spoken out dis-

tinctly concerning tbose tbings wbicb tbey are constrained to

admit. Anotber tbing to be remembered is,—tbat tbe lan-

guage of our Saviour, in tbe part of bis discourse now under

notice, is generally admitted to be applicable to tbe very time

to wbicb it is referred in tbis Exposition. Even tbose wbo
are most confident in tbeir application of tbe wbole to Jewisb

afi'airs, admit tbat it may refer to tbe day of Judgment.

(27.) Even Dr. Scott, after referring it specifically to Jew-

isb matters, closes tbus :
" But tbe wbole passage will bave

a more literal and far more august accomplisbment, at tbe day

of judgment." Dr. Clarke, wbo seems unwilling to allow any

part of tbe twenty-fourtb cbapter to refer to tbe day of judg-

ment, nevertbeless concedes tbat tbe 1st verse of tbe twenty-
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fifth chapter refers to the day of judgment, in connection with

a reference to Jewish and Roman affairs. Yet our Lord liim-

self limits the application of the twenty-fifth cliapter to the

times described in, at least, the closing part of the twenty-

fourth, by introducing his parable by a " Then^'' which ought

to be considered sufficiently specific in defining the time. Dr.

Benson acknowledges tliat our Lord spoke of both events at

the same time, one being considered as a type of the other.

Dr. Coke expresses liimself in about the same manner. Bur-

kitt admits that some part of the chapter may refer to the day of

judgment. Watson considers it a clear example of double

prophecy ; one event illustrating the other. Barnes expresses

the same conviction. Wesley is positive that our Lord here

begins to speak of his coming to judge the world. Dr. Rob-

inson admits that from verse 43, the discourse refers to the

day of judgment.

(28.) It appears, then, from the admission of all, or nearly

all, of the divines most commonly in use in this country, that

at some place or other in this discourse, and in some form or

other, the Loi'd did speak of his second coming to judge the

world. Why not, then, suppose that he began just where it

came in chi'onological order, and in accordancy with the teach-

ing of the prophets, and introduced the subject in close sub-

sequent connection with the termination of the tribulation of

God's ancient people. If tlie darkening of the luminaries of

heaven is to be one of the signs of the judgment, where is it

taught, if not in Joel and in Mattliew ? Where do our stan-

dard hymnologists and pi*eachers o])tain authority to promul-

gate such views to the church, if not from Joel and from

Christ? Surely they will not refer to similar expressions,

where there is in connection a specific application of tlie lan-

guage to other events. Tliey must go to Joel and to Christ.

And, if so, why not suppose that Chi-ist an<l tlie jirophet re-

ferred specifically to the great event ?

(2y.) Tlie only <liff(yi'ence between tliis Exposition and most

others, on this point is, that hero the application is decided,

literal, definite ; and, in the otliera, the application is rather

to be iiif&rred— a sort of may be, instead of mwit be. And
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then tlie application usually comes rather in the form of a

concession, as if it was with reluctance, rather than with clear,

definite perception of the necessity of such application. And
there is usually a loading upon Jerusalem and the Jews just

as much as can possibly be made to take that direction, and

the rest is thought to refer to the judgment. To this general

state of things, two noble exceptions have come under the

writer's notice : they are Wesley's JV^oies,* and Henrifs Expo-

sition. Doubtless there are some others, but the writer has

not had the good fortune to obtain them.

CHAPTER X.

Pri/ncipal subject—The Coming of Christ. Examination of

SEVERAL EELEVANT SUBJECTS.

How the Subject is Introduced— Erroneous Interpretations—Two Forms of

the Interpretation—Whitby's—Newton's—The first Reviewed—Logic ver-

sus History— The second Reviewed— Injurious Tendencies— Animadver-

sions—Objection founded on Scripture Precedents—Great Mistake—Impor-

tant Difference—Old Testament Metaphors—Objection founded on Christ's

Declaration to the High Priests, Matt. xxvi. 64—Objection founded oa

Christ's remark concerning John, ch. xxi. 22— IIow difficult to defend Er-

ror— Objection founded on Christ's Declaration that some should not die

till they had seen him coming in his kingdom, Matt. xvi. 2*?— True Inter-

pretation—Dissimilarity between that Passage and the one under comment

—How David Typified Christ—^Two Kingdoms, or th* same in two different

Dispensations.

Verse 30. And then shall appear the sign of tue Son of man in heaven :

AND THEN SHALL ALL THE TRIBES OF THE EARTH MOURN, AND THEY SHALL SEE THE SoN

OF MAN COMING IN THE CLOUDS OF HEAVEN, 'WITH POWER AND GREAT GLORy.

Here we have the coming of Christ described, both in re-

spect to the manner, and with respect to its chronological

order. The word then sufficiently shows its connection with

* More recent and thorough examination of Wesley's Notes compells the re-

luctant admission, that, after all, he was not as free from defect in this mat-
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the scenes described in tlie preceding verse. The darkening

of the luminaries would fost occur, succeeded immediately

by the dreadful commotions on the earth, and the distress and

terror ofthe nations, as has already been shown in the comment

on the 29th verse. Tlie reference to the second advent in the

27th verse has been explained in its appropriate place, and

shown to be a merely parenthetic allusion to it, for the pur-

pose of guarding the disciples more perfectly against being

deceived by the impostors, who would make their appearance

at the time of which the Lord was then speaking.

2. In the verse before us we have the subject introduced

in its appropriate place and form. But we cannot proceed

with the exposition until something more is done to exhibit

the errors which have become so prevalent in the usual inter-

pretations of this verse. Like the 27th verse, this also is

usually applied to the coming of the Komans, and treated as

a mere figurative representation of the divine judgments upon

the Jews.

Whitby may be considered as having given the popular

opinion in respect to this verse. " Our Saviour's coming here

seems therefore to import Ms coming hj the Roman Ofrmy to

hesiege and destroy Jerusalem^ and the unbeli&omg Jews ; for

80 Christ seemeth plainly to interpret this ' coming of the Son

of man :' (Yerse 27.) ' The coming of the Son of man shall

be as the lightning shining from the east to the west ; oVou /dtp,

for wheresoever the Jews are, thither shall the Roman army

be gathered' (see verse 27, above :) his coming therefore must

be with the Eoman army."* " And this interpretation," he

ter, as the writer at first gladly hoped and supposed- Wesley, it appears,

from his own explanation of the case, (Preface, See. 7,) followed, almost with-

out deviation, in the track of Bengelius, whom he regarded as a "great light

of the Christian world." Bengelius did not mislead Mr, WQsley in divinity,

but in critical exegesis of certain passages, where—not the theology of the

Scriptures—^but common history and unfulfilled prophecy, have to be depend-

ed upon for primary sources of argument and illustration ;—in this depart-

ment of biblical exegesis, it is undeniable that Mr. Wesley was misled, not

only in the passage before us, but in several others, by his too great reliance

upon Bengelius.

• Certainly, if Christ used the words you put in his mouth.
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continues, "will not seem strange if we consider, (1.) Tliat

God's coining to destroy ^ or execute his vengeance on a wick-

ed generation, is represented as his ' coming in the clouds of

heaven.' " Then follow several references to the Old Tes-

tament.

3. Now, after the historical demonstration of the error of

applying the 27th verse to the coming of the Romans ; and

after the argument against the metaphorical interpretation of

the 29th verse, it cannot he necessary to detain the reader

long with preliminaries to the true exposition of the verse

under notice. Tlie common figurative theory of interpreta-

tion, as it is exhibited by Whitby, consists of two difterent

branches ; one of which makes the coming of Christ to be a

literal coming of the Romans to execute the judgments of

Christ upon the Jews ; and the other branch of the theory

supposes that the coming of Christ here described, though in

some way connected with the coming of the Romans, does

not so much refer to the actual coming of that people, and of

the calamities they occasioned, as to the subsequent manifes-

tation of the Lord Jesus hj the judgments which he, hy means

of the Romans, inflicted.

4. This branch of the theory is sufiiciently stated by !N"ew-

ton in his dissertation on the Prophecies ; and it has been

adopted by several of our principal commentators. " Our

Saviour proceeded in the same figurative style, (verse 80 :)

' And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven,'

&c. Tlie plain meaning of it is, that the destruction of Jeru-

salem will be such a remarkable instance of divine vengeance,

such a signal manifestation of Christ's power and glory, that

all the Jewish tribes shall mourn, and many will be led from

thence to acknowledge Christ and the Christian religion. In

the ancient prophets, God is frequently described as coming

in the clouds, upon any remarkable interposition and mani-

festation of his power ; .and the same description is here ap-

plied to Christ. The destruction of Jerusalem will be as am-

ple a manifestation of Christ's power and glory, as if he was

himself to come visibly in the clouds of heaven." [! !] See

Newton on the Prophecies.
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5. If tliis form of the figurative theory were not to he found

in most of the Expositions in common use, the writer would

consider it too absurd, not to say ridiculous, to meet a formal

notice. But when we find it maintained, either in whole or

in part, by such divines as Kewton, Clarke, Watson, Coke,

Benson, Barnes, Macknight, &c.; and when we find that it is

the best explanation that the defenders of the figurative theo-

ry can give of this coming of the Lord ; it then stands us in

hand to expose this absurdity. Tlie reader's attention will be

directed, ^r6'^, to the branch of the tlieory as maintained by

"WnrrBT,—^tliat the coming of Christ here means " his coming

by the Roman army to besiege and destroy Jerusalem and the

unbelieving Jews."

6. Now, if reason and fact can be allowed to have an influ-

ence in settling a disputed question, it will not take loug to

exliibit the utter inconsistency of this form of the theory,

(1.) If the coming of the Lord at this time was merely " the

coming of the Roman army to destroy Jerusalem and the un-

believing Jews," then it will follow, of necessity, that it occur-

red at the same time, siijce, in fact, it is affirmed to be the

same event.

(2.) !N^ow, the Romans came several years Ijefore the de-

struction of the city. But our Lord places tlie coming liere

spoken of afterwards !

(3.) Again, the destruction of the Jewish state, and church,

their city, and people, resulted from the coming of the Ro-

mans, and must, of course, have been after that coming, be-

cause results must hQ subsequent to the causes wJdchproduced

them.

But our Lord describes this coming as being after the tinl)-

ulation of those days, and subsequent 'm order to the darTcenlng

of the sun, moon, and stars. "Whicli shall we believe, manor

the Lord? Who is to be sustained and justified,—those who

pay less respect to human wisdom, and more to divine,— or

those who do otherwise? Tlie answer shouhl be a practical

one.

7. It is but justice to WJdthy to observe, tliathe had logical

foresight enough to avoid this palpable contradiction, by sup-
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posing tliat " the tribulation of those days," after which tlih

coming was to be, occurred at an earlier stage of the war, " a

considerable time before the destruction of Jerusalem," while

" Yespasiavus army was flying quickly through Gallilee, Idu-

mea, and Judea." And he makes it out—truly, and undenia-

bly—that the Jewish ecclesiastical and civil government was

indeed overthrown, and their eminent men and rulers de-

stroyed, before Jerusalem itself was overthrown. Hence his

distinct affirmation that the coming now spoken of by the

Lord, was " the coming of the Romans to destroy Jerusalem

and the unbelieving Jews."

8. So far as the writer has extended his investigations,

Whitby appears to be alone in the peculiar turn which he

gives to his exposition. He was too strongly wedded to his

figurative theory to abandon it for a literal application of the

Terse ; and he was too keen a logician to blunder into a pal-

pable contradiction of the Lord. Therefore he adopted this

singular method of saving his logic^ whatever might happen

to his divinity. To this singular modification of the figurative

theory, there are objections, which seem to have prevented

any, or many, from adopting it ; although the theory in the

main has been almost universally received.

(1.) The first thing that may be noticed is, that his comment
on the verse under notice does not agree with his exj^lanation

of verse 27, where the same coming of the Lord is incidentally

alluded to. In explaining the coming of Christ there, he does

indeed refer it to the coming of the Romans / but it is appli-

ed to their first conquests of the country. "Whereas, thfe com-

ing here mentioned is restricted to the coming of Titus to

finish up the war by besieging J^usalem and destroying the

Jews tjiat remained

!

(2.) Another thing to be remembered is this : this same

able divine has labored, and successfully, too, to show that

there was a total destruction of the Jewish " ecclesiastical and

civil state, and the rulers of them both," " a considerable time

before the destruction of Jerusalem." There was, indeed

;

and previously to the sige of Jerusalem, the whole Qountry,

north, south, east, and west, had been conquered and ravaged
;
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while in the mctroi)olis itself, before the coming of Titus to

besiege it, not only the priesthood, but the judiciary, the civil

government and the eminent men of the nation, had been de-

stroyed, and the temple itself had become a fortress for an

army of robbers.

Xow, to save the logic of his strange theory, the learned

divine has to plunge into the palpable absurdity of supposing

that the great manifestation of the Lord's judgment upon the

Jews, by whicli Christ was to be seen coming in the clouds of

heaven, with power and great glory, was not the coming of

the Komans to invade and ravage the length and breadth of

thq land ; was not the destruction, by death and captivity, of

the bulk of the nation, till but a single city was left ; was not

the utter overthrow of their state, church, judiciary, and em-

inent men, like the darkening of their sun, moon, and stars ;

—

no—all this formed no part of that work of judgment which

Was to manifest so amazingly the glory of Christ, by his ven-

geance upon the Jews ;—but, after all the country was con-

quered, the state, church, and eminent men destroyed, and

there was but a single city left, and that so near destruction

in consequence of the ravages of the robbers within, that it

was rather a relief than otherwise, (so it was expressly affirm-

ed,) to be assailed by the Romans ;

—

then^ as the author un-

der review says, this judgment-coming of the Lord took place

!

Then it was that he was so conspicuously seen coming in the

clouds of heaven to punish the unbelieving Jews ! All before

this time was to be counted as nothing ! Tlie destruction of

the church, government, rulers, cities, provinces, and people

without number, was nothing ! But when Titus came to be-

siege the metropolis, and destroy what remained of the people,

this was the surpassingly glorious manifestation of the Lord

coming in the clouds of heaven. It is not suprising that tliis

strange peculiarity of the troublesome theory should have but

few, if any, supporters. There is yet left in the common

mind a little of that common sense which is rather trouble-

some to the sophist who labors to save his logic at the expense

of reason.

The other branch of the figurative theory of applying this
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verse, is tlius stated by Bishop Kewton in his work o,.! the

Prophecies :
" The plain meaning of it is, that the destruc-

tion of Jerusalem will be such a remarkable instance of

divine vengeance, such a signal manifestation of Christ's

power and glory, that all the Jewish tribes shall mourn, and

many will be led from thence to acknowledge Christ and the

Christian religion. In the ancient prophets, God is frequently

described as coming in the clouds, upon any remarkable inter-

position and manifestation of his power ; and the same

description is here applied to Christ. The dest/ruction of

Jerusalem will he as amjple a mamfestation of Christ's _/j>c>2/;ct

and glory, as if he was himself to come visibly in the " clouds

of Jieaven.''^ [!]

l^ow, wonderful as it may seem, the defenders of the figu-

rative exposition are so hardly, so desperately pushed by the

difficulties of their fanciful theory, that this is the best expla-

nation of the passage that they can give ! The most particu-

lar, the most generally quoted, the most evidently literal

description of the second coming of the Lord that can be

found in the Bible, is explained to mean nothing more than

tlie moral effects u])on wibelieving men of a terril)le judgment

u^on the wicked Jews / And this is the favorite theory of

nearly all our modern divines ! Let us look once more at the

words of which such a statement is designed to be a comment.

Verse SO. And thex shall appear tee sign of the Son of man in heaven.

And then shall all the tribes of the earth modrn ; amd thet shall see tee

Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven ivith power and great glort.

oi^ow, who, that is not hopelessly committed to the figura-

tive theory, would suppose that it was possible for such divines

as Newton, Clarke, and a host of others, to satisfy themselves

with such a view of such a passage? Such an unnatural,

unsatisfying, unimpressive exposition would be the less objec-

tionable, if it were not for several considerations

:

1. The literal interpretation of the passage would not intro-

duce into the church any sentiment that was new, unfamihar,

or unprofitable.

2. It would be only treating the passage just aa we are
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habitually treating many other passages which are less par-

ticular, less evidently literal, less important, and less im-

pressive.

3. Tlie passage is acknowledged by these very divines

(most of them) to have a remote reference to the second advent

at the end of the world. They usually contend, however,

that its primary reference is to Jewish aifairs.

4. Tlie figurative interpretation of this passage is no more

natm-al or justiliahle than the figurative interpretation of any

other, and every other, of the same character, contained in

the Bible. And the same arguments which are used,.to set

aside the literal rendering of this verse, may be used just as

successfully, and generally more so, to evade the literal teach-

ing of every passage in the Scripture on which we rely to

prove the coming of the Lord to judgment. Uence, those

^dio deny the second advent of our Lord, have only to cxUnd

as far as they please the application of orthodox (?) argu-

ments, and where does the 13ible teach the judgment-coming

of our Lord ?

5. Tlie figurative theory of interpretation naturally tends

to j)revent the confidence which the mass of readers would

have in the Scriptures, if commentators did not almost uni-

versally betray a distrust of the literal teaching of the divine

word. But when great men set the example of metaphorizing,

and poetizing the most important connnunications of the

Holy Ghost, it is not surprising that the common people are

60 generally unafiected by those very portions of the Bible

which seem to have been designed for the principal perma-

nent sources of warning to the careless, and encouragement

to the faithful. If the people are warned and religiously

influenced by tlie passages relating to the second advent, it is

rather in spite of, or in contempt of, the fanciful and unnatm-al

theorizings of men renowned for wit, research, and learning.

Tlie hope of the world, in respect to these things, is in the

natural, unsophisticated confidence and reverence which com-

mon people usually have for what they believe to be the

teachings of Inspiration. But just as soon as this simple-

hearted confidence is destroyed, by the clashing, far-fetched,
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mystifying comments of men, so soon the foundation on

wliicli to build the hope of conversion is to a great extent

undermined. And the question, after all, is simply this:

"Was the Bible designed for the common people— for tlie.

many people-^ or was it designed for the few— the learned?

If for the common people, then it was adapted to them, as

common people ; and it was done by the Infinite Wisdom that

arranged all the wonderful adaptions in nature. Whence,

then, the propriety, or even lawfulness, of wresting from its

natural and easy import such passages as the one before us,

and expounding them in such a way that no common, un-

sophisticated mind would ever be likely to adopt from its own
spontaneous convictions ? If the Bible was not designed and

adapted to the common mind— to the many— then it either

had no adaption, or it was designed for the few— the learned.

And, if this be so, then the Romish church is right in with-

holding the pure word of God from the masses, and teaching

that the priesthood alone are capable of understanding it.

6. This loose and fanciful method of expounding this, and

other similar portions of the Scriptures, is most evidently the

source of theoretic Universalism, and other forms of semi-

infidelity. And it occasions a lach of intensity in the im-

pressions which these portions of the Bible were evidently

designed to produce. The injury is incalculable, and ordina-

rily incurable. This painful truth meets us at every point,

and probably eternity will disclose an extent of injury from

this source that will be absolutely appalling.

7. Great must be the necessity then, that should justify any

departure from literality in expounding such passages as this.

It ought to be ascertained, first, that a literal interpretation is

absolutely impracticable ; that it either clashes with other

portions of the Bible, or with indubitable facts. ITothing less

than this should be deemed sufl&cient to warrant us in conclu-

ding that the Lord did not mean just what he said, in a dis-

course intended for the common mind.

8. But are there any such reasons for wresting this passage

from its literal and natural import ? No ; there is not one.

Does its literal teaching conflict with well ascertained facts ?

17
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Iso; it. docs not: the whole race of learned men may be

safely challenged to produce a single fact that can possibly be

broucrlit into conflict with the literal teaching of. this text.

Does it clash with otlier portions of Scripture ? l^o ; it does

not: there is not only no disagreement, but the literal teach-

ing of this text is in the most perfect harmony wath those

portions which undeniably relate primarily to the second

coming of the Lord. What, then, can justify this almost

universal practice.of j^oetizing one of the most rigidly prose

portions of the Bible ? Let him answer who can,

9. Tliere is one objection that may be anticipated here

:

Hare we not examples of undeniable figurativencss in many
portions of the Old Testament, wliere the language is similar,

or just like that now under notice? No; tifere is not one.

These are passages which speak of God being in the clouds at

the giving of the law, and during the exodous and journey

of the Israelites. I]ut they are all literal, for they refer to

literal occurrences. But there is not a passage in the Old

Testament, excepting Dan. vii. 13, that is just like or even

similar, to the passage under notice. One would naturally

infer from the confident manner in which writers are accus-

tomed to appeal to the Old Testament, as presenting many
examples of using this kind of language figuratively, that

nothing was more common, and nothing more pvident, than

the figurative use of such descriptions of the coming of God

or Clirist. There is a vast amount of assertion, and a great

deal said about the hieroglyphical and prophetical style of

prediction ; and there are, indeed, a great number of passages

which are usually referred to as specimens and proofs. But,

with the exception before noted, there is not one, no, not one,

that is even similar to the versp under notice. This is written

as the convincing conclusion of an examination of all the

passages that a learned and laborious defender of the figura-

tive theory could produce. His attempt has utterly failed.

Tliere are a few expressions in tlie poetical parts of tlie Old

Testament whicli do, indeed, contain a simihar word, as, for

instance, tlie word come ; Isa. hxiv, 1. " Oli that thou wouldst

rend the heavens, that tliou wouldst C07ne Jown ! " ILib. iii.
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3. " God came from Teman." Gen. xi. 5. " The Lord came

down to see the city and the tower." Ex. iii. 8. ^' I am come

down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians."

But what similarity is there between these mere exjyressions

and the descriptive passage under notice ? There is, indeed,

the similarity of a loord. But if this establishes a parallel-

ism^ then what passages are not parallel ? And whereunto

would this thing grow, if it should be diligently encouraged?

But it may be replied, that these, and many other similar ex-

pressions, present a similarity of idea : they represent God as

coming down^ going forth^ rising up^ &c. This is true,

indeed; but whoever thought, on any other subject, that the

similarity of a single idea made the expression conveying it

parallel to a group and succession of ideas ? The passage

before us is not merely an idea^ or an expression : it is a

graphic description of a scene, with its attending results.

And, with the aforementioned exception, the whole race of

metaphorizers may be safely challenged to point out a paral-

lel in the Old Testament. If men should reason so loosely

and unphilosophically on almost any other subject, they

would be in danger of losing their reputation for common
intelligence. And why the world has so long tolerated this

superficial method of explaining away the most solemn and
literal teachings of Inspiration, is really wonderful.

10. The same observations are just as applicable to the many
references to the passages which speak of God coming in a

cloud, riding upon a cloud, ifec. These figurative expressions

which abound in the poetical Scrii^tures, are no more parallel

with the pas-sage before us than those noticed previously.

There is about the same parallel that there is between a regu-

lar, w^ell painted picture, and a siyigle dauh of one of tJie

colors on something else. Besides, they either state, or refer

to the fact, that was so prominent in the early and never-for-

gotten history of the Jews, wJien God did literally come down
in a cloud, dwell in tlie thicJi cloud, make clouds and darh-

ness his pavilion, march forth " in the pillar of acloud^'' &c.

Where, then is the force of the argument to justify the meta-

phorizing the passage before us, on the ground of parallelism



260 HAKMONT AND EXrOSITION.

with these representations ? In the first place, they are not

^parallel. In the second phice, if they were parallel, it would

be fatal to the reasonings of those who make this use of

theto.

11. Tlie advocates of the figurative theory are confident that

the Kew Testament affords them many examples of even such

descriptions of the coming of Christ as the passage under

notice presents, where a figurative interpretation must be

adopted. For example, Christ's declaration to the high-

priest, Matt. xxvi. G4, " Hereafter shall ye see the Son of man,

sitting on the right hand of power, and coming in the clouds

of heaven." The use the advocate of the figurative theory

would make, is this : As it is certain the high-priest could

not live until the day of judgment, and as the second advent

will be prior to the resurrection of the dead, therefore, it is

not possible that the high-priest can ever be a witness of the

second coming of Christ. For this reason, then, it is conclu-

ded that the coming spoken of must be a figurative coming

to destroy Jerusalem. This is the most plausible argument

that can be produced in favor of the figurative theory. But

let us analyze it, and see what it contains.

In the first place it assumes that that identical high-priest,

Caiaphas, lived until the time of destroying the Jewish na-

tion. Of this there is no proof whatever, but several things

which render it exceedingly improbable : (1.) lie had already

been a priest five or six years, and was prol)ably nearly forty

years of age. The strong probability is that he died long

before the so-called coming to destroy Jerusalem. About

four years after Christ was brought before him, he was

deposed from tlic priesthood under tlie displeasure of the

emperor ; and what l)ccame of him is not known. (2.) There

was a terrible destruction of the eminent men of the nation

previous to the great catastrophe. And men so eminent as

the son-in-law of Annas would not be likely to escape. (3.)

The strong probability is that he was made way with, like

myriads of others of eminent position, during tlie dreadful

years of commotion that preceded the final overthrow of tho

nation.
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lu the second place the argument assumes, that because the

advent is to precede the resurrection, therefore, the resurrec-

ted high-priest could not witness it, since he would not be

raised until afterwards. The entire force of the assumption

rests ui^on the presumption that Christ would not remain in

the clouds a single moment after giving the word that wakes

the dead. And the resurrection will undoubtedly be as in-

stantaneous as the change of the living— " In a moment, in

the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump ; for the trumpet

shall sound, and the dead shall be raised," etc.

JS^ow, if Christ should see fit to sound the trumpet at the

beginning of his advent, or while he remains in the air, what

force could there be in this plausible assumjttion, which the

objector deems so conclusive ? That Christ will remain for

a time in the air, is demonstrated from the declaration, 1 Thess.

iv. 15-17, " "VVe which are alive and remain unto the coming

of the Lord, shall not prevent {go hefore) them which are

asleej) (dead.) For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven

with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the

trump of God ; and the dead in Christ shall rise first. Then

we which are alive and remain shall be caught xip together

loith them in the clouds, to meet the Lord is the air !" Thus

it appears to be the very design of God, and he has so de-

clared it, that the voice that wakes the dead is to he sounded

while the Lord remains in the clouds / and the dead are to he

raised and caught up to meet him there ! What then becomes

of this specious objection? It is annihilated. And the min-

isters who make it ought to be ashamed of their ignorance of

this most interesting part of tlie Bible.

The Church has been accustomed to sing,

"The living look with dread;

The frighted dead arise,

Start from their monumeutal bed,

And lift their ghastly eyes."

And this view is rigidly Scriptural :
" Behold, ne cometh with

clouds', and every eye shall see him ^ «n<:Z they also Avnicn

PIERCED HIM ; and all kindreds of the earth shall wail hecause

of himP Eev. i. T.
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If it should still be urged, that this seeing him, and wailing

because of him, will be true only with respect to the wicked

who shall be alive at the last day,— then the objector will,

in the third place, assume that the wicked will not be raised

at the second advent. Let this objector, then, recollect that

he must not object to the doctrine of two resurrections, if he

should hereafter meet with it. And the objector fm-ther as-

sumes that Caiaphas did certainly live and die an impenitent

man, so that he cannot be raised at the " resurrection of the

just." Yet multitudes of these very Jews were afterward

converted; even the " murderers and betrayers" of Christ.

And at one time, " a great company of priests were obedient

unto the faith."

In the fourth place, the objector assumes that Christ's dec-

laration was to be restricted to the person of Caiaphas him-

self: " Hereafter ye shall see," &c. Yet the same divines

that so restrict the word are trying to convert the world un-

der the authority of the commission given to the apostles

;

" Go YE, therefore, and teach all nations ; and lo I am with

YOU unto the end of the world." Those to whom he said ye,

according to the objector's principles, must be still alive, be-

cause tliey were to continue to the end of the world ! And
these same divines ought, according to their own reasonings,

to suppose that Paul and his brethren then living expected to

live until the coming of the Lord to raise the dead ; for he

says— " We shall not all sleep, (die,) but loe &\\&\\ all be

changed," &c. And " then loe which are alive and* remain

unto the coming of the Lord," ttc.

Now, what has become of this popular and plausible objeo*

tion to the literal theory ?• It is wholly a series of mere as-

suniptions arrayed against, (1.) The prdbahilities in the case

of Caiaphas living beyond the common age of man during

such times as those
; (2.) Mere assiunjytions opjioscd to the

di/rect Scrijpture declarations respecting the fact of the risen

dead seeing the Lord in the clouds
; (3.) Mere a€su?nj)tion8

against the theories of the very divines who make them, in

respect to the fact of two different resurrections
; (4.) As-

sumption in direct opposition to Scripture usage in respect to
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restricting declarations to the individuals to "vvliom tliey were

first addressed.

More time has been occupied with this popular objection

to the literal rendering, because it has been deemed a poser

to the literalist. Has there not been enough said to demon-

strate its jierfect nothingness and unworthiness ?

12. A moment may bo occupied in noticing another ar-

gument to prove that Christ spake of his coming with ref-

erence to Jewish affairs. By an eminent divine it is tlius

stated :

" In John xxi, 22, is a \qyj significant passage. ' And Jesus

said : If I will that he [John] tarry until I come, what is that

to thee V John's fellow disciples spread abroad a report from

this, that the Saviour had said to him, that he should not die.

But John himself remarks, that ' Jesus did not say, He shall

not die,' but, ' If I will that he tarry until I come, what is

that to thee.' " " In other words," continues the writer,

" John understood Jesus not as promising exemption from

death, but only that he should live until his coming. And
v/hen, now, was that to be ? If his coming meant the gene-

ral judgment, then John would not have to die at all ; for

saints then, alive were not to die, but to be immediately
' caught up to meet the Lord in. the air,' doubtless with an ap-

propriate metamorphosis. The coming in question, then, after

which John was to die and not before, must have been some

coming during that generation. And what else could it be

referred to, except to his coming to punish the unbelieving

Jews?"

ISTow, who would ever dream of such an explanation of

this matter, if his whole field of vision were not entirely oc-

cupied with "the destruction of Jerusalem ?" This is the

same writer that attempts to make so much of Christ's decla-

ration to the high-priest ; inferring, as a matter of course, that

Caiaphas lived to witness that so-called coming. And the

writer also nnderstands Christ to have afiirmed repeatedly in

the hearing of his disciples, that " the generation of men then

living " should not pass away until all that he had foretold
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about Jenisalem's desolation should be fulfilled.* '^ovr, if

the disciples understood Christ to refer to a judicial coming

to destroy Jerusalem, and also understood him to say, that all

should be fulfilled before that generation of men then living

should pass away, how came they to spread abroad tlie report,

that " that disciple should not die ? " Observe, the report was

not, that he should live to be veiy old ; not that he should

not die a violent death / but that he shou'ld kot die. The disci-

ples had been distinctly and repeatedly informed, according

to the figurative theory, that these temporal judgments should

occur within the lifetime of that generation of men ; and yet,

because JoJui should live to witness them, therefore JoJtn

should never die ! Was there ever a more unnatural and im-

probable conclusion ? How hard it is to prop up a founda-

tionless theory

!

The whole matter is susceptible of an easy, natural, and

scriptural explanation. The incident occurred after Christ's

resurrection, when the disciples had been enlightened in re-

spect to many things which previously they had not under-

stood. It occurred among the last incidents recorded by

John, and jorobably just before the ascension. ISTow Christ

continued with his disciples, after his resurrection, forty days,

•' speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God."

Acts i. 3. Now it is morally impossible that so important a

matter as his coming to raise the dead, and change the living,

could have been omitted during all those finishing instructions

which Christ tarried to give them, in order to prepare them

for their work after his ascension. Let us suppose, then, what

we are morally obliged to suppose, that no?/;, after receiving

their fiiuil instructioiis from the Lord Jesus, the disciples un-

derstood the matters pertaining to the second advent as Paul

has described it in 1 Cor. xv. 51, 52, Those who " remain

unto the coming of the Lord " will not die ; but will be

" changed," without passing through death, into immortal bo-

* Christ's remark concerning John was lunJe after all bis discourses about

Jerasalcin bad been delivered.
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ings, "Witli tbis view of tlie case, all is natural and plain.

The disciples understand Christ to say, or at least to inti-

mate, that it would be bis will that John should " tarry " un-

til his coming. Then the saying immediately goes abroad,

that John should not die. How natural ! How scriptural

!

They understood that John was to be kept " alive unto the

coming of the Lord ;" and, of course, supposed that he would

not die. " Yet Jesus said not unto him. He shall not die

;

but, If I toill that he tarry until I come^ vjhat is that to thee f

FoUoiv thou meP Christ had just signified to Peter " by
what death he should glorify God ;" and said to him. Follow

me. But Peter, instead of attending to his own affairs, began

to meddle with Christ's ; and wanted to know what should

be the destiny of John. Christ gave him to understand that

it was none of his concern ; it was wholly a matter of his

[Christ's] own determination. " If I will that he tarry until I

come, what is that to thee ? Follow thou me."

How much easier it is to support the truth, than to support

fiction! If men were really anxious to find out a literal in-

terpretation of the Lord's words, it is surprising that they

should go out of the way to avoid the literal explanation, and

be satisfied with unnatural and improbable speculations.

13. There is another passage on which great reliance is

placed, to show that the coming of Christ could not mean his

coming at the end of the world, Matt. xvi. 27-28, compared

with Mark viii. 38, and ix. 1, together with Luke ix. 26-2T.^

Yerse 27. " For the Son of man shall come in the glory of

his Father, with his angels ;• and then shall he reward every

man according to his works. 28. Yerily I say unto you,

There be some standing here which shall not taste of death,

till the}^ see the Son of man coming in his kingdom."

l!^ow, it is evident that verse 27 does refer to the coming to

the general- judgment. And if Averse 28 refers to the same

thing, then there is an end of tlie matter : Christ came to

judgment— the final judgment— while some of those disci-

ples were living iu this world ! But who will adopt this ?

* See the •whole passage harmonized in Part I., chap, 3.
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No one who cares a groat for liis ortliocloxy. Then those who
are ever on the lookout for figures must find some other meth-

od of interpretation. Dr. Chirke may be selected as present-

ing the popular view.

" Verse 27. 2^or the Son of man shall come in the glory of
his Father.'] This seems to refer to Dan. vii. 13, 14. ' Be-

hold, one like the Son of man came to the Ancient of days

—

and there was given him dominion, and glory, and a king-

dom, that all people, and nations, and languages, should serve

him.' This was the glorious mediatorial kingdom which Jesus

Christ was now about to set up, by the destruction of the Jew-

ish nation and polity, and the diffusion of the gospel through

the whole world It is very likely that the words do

not apply to the final judgment, to which they are generally

referred ; but to the wonderful display of God's grace and

power after the day of Pentecost.

. " Yerse 28. There he some— lohich shall not taste of death.]

Tliis verse seems to confirm the above explanation, as our

Lord evidently speaks of the establishment of the Christian

church after the day of Pentecost, and its final triumph after

the destruction of the Jewish polity ; as if he had said—
' Some of you, my disciples, shall continue to live until these

things take place.' The destruction of Jerusalem, and the

Jewish economy, which our Lord here predicts, took place

about forty-three years after this ; and some of the persons

now with him, doubtless survived that period, and witnessed

the extension of the Messiah's kingdom," itc.

It will be readily seen that Dr. Clarke does not admit that

verse 27 refers to the judgment advent, lie supposes it to re-

fer to the setting np of the mediatorial kingdom. In this he

difi'ers from most other divines, who, nevertheless, agree with

him in the adoption of the figurative theory of exegesis in the

main.

A suflicient answer to Dr. Clarice's view may bo found in

the Exposition of iLichard Watson.

" Verse 27. For t/ie Son of man shall come in the <jlory^ ci'c.

lu tlic full manifested glory of the Godhead, accomj)anicd by

tau whole host of holy angels; hi strange contrast to his then
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Immble condition, siirromided bj a few poor disciples, despised

and rejected of men! That tliese words relate, not

to the setting np of his mediatorial kingdom, as predicted by
Daniel, nor, figuratively, to his coming to judge the nation of

the Jews, is most evident from what follows : And then he

will reward every man according to his works. This is not an.

act of gracious mediation, but of strict judgment; so that the

coming of Christ in the fullness of his glory, as mediator, could

not be intended ; nor is a national judgment a rewarding of

every or each man according to his work ; for sinners of v\'idely

different degrees of delinquency are involved in the same

public calamities, and the comparatively innocent share the

penalty equally with the most guilty. Besides, those who ap-

ply this to the desolation of Judea by the Komans, which was

no doubt a judicial act of Christ in his exalted state, ought to

show how the pious and faithful, as well as the wicked, were

then rewarded ; which is undoubtedly intended in rendering

to ' every man according to his works.' Tlie passage has

clearly no meaning but as it refers to the end of the world,

and the general judgment ; for then, only, can those be fully

rewarded who have laid down their lives for the sake of

Christ,* one of the subjects on which he had been discours-

ing, and which stands intimately connected with these words.

Verse 28. Till they see the Son of man coming in his Mngdora,

That this coming of the Son of man relates to the setting up

of the mediatorial kingdom of Christ in its fullness and per-

fection, is as certain as that the coming of the Son of man iu

the preceding verse relates to his second advent as Judge.

Tlie parallel places sufficiently explain the meaning. St.

Luke says, ' Till they see the kingdom of God ;' and St. Mark,
' Till they have seen the kingdom of God come with power.'

' The kingdom of Christ,' ' the kingdom of God,' aiid ' the

kingdom of heaven,' are all phrases used to express the gos-

pel dispensation, or Christian economy Those com-

mentators who apply these words to the judicial visitation of

the Jewish nation, and the destruction of Jerusalem, adopt an

* See verses 24-26.
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interpretation wliicla is wholly forbidden hj the parallel pla-

ces fr(^ni Mark and Luke, above referred to ; for how that

direful event could be the ' coming of the kingdom of God
with power,' is utterly inconceivable, when the established

sense of the phrase, ' The kingdom of God,' as used in the

g0Pj)els, is considered."

li. These extracts are characteristic of the clear discrimi-

nation and powerful logic of that great modern divine, Hich-

AED "NYatson. Whenever he brought a subject to the test of

Ms oivn jpersonal examiiiation, and did not rely iijxni others^

his own almost infallible judgment in logic and divinity gui-

ded him to sound conclusions. But when he depended upon

the testimony and researches of others— as he unfortunately

did in his adoption of the errors which have already been

pointed out in his annotations on the 24th chapter of Matthew

— then he, of course, was as liable to mistakes as those whom
he followed, without i')ersonal examination of the matters of

which they treated. He could not fully adopt the figurative

theory ; but he appears all along to be more or less trammel-

ed by it. lie may be regarded as a good specimen of what

is known as the " double sense" expositor. lie applies— in

almost every case— the passages relating to the judgment

advent to their appropriate subjects, in a clear and decided

manner, but frequently seems to hesitate to break entirely

loose from the fanciful methods of interpreting tliese portions

of the Bible ; and in trying to keep within the limits of the

figurative theory, he has, as might have been expected, exhib-

ited weaknesses and inconsistencies in his generally unsur-

passed annotations on those portions of the divine word.

). It will be safe to leave the explanation of Matt. xvi. 27, 28,

as he has most convincingly presented it. It may be ob-

served, however, that the language applied to the coming of

the Son of man in his kingdom, is not at all similar to the

30th verse of Matt, xxiv., which is now before us. In the

verse in Matt, xxiv., we have tha aj^j^earajice oi the sign oithe

Son of mem in heaven ; but there is nothing of this in the

other. We liave also the declaration that all the tribes of the

earth shall see Mm coming in the clouds of heaven / but there
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is notliing of this in the other. To see him " coming in hia

kingdom," or his " kingdom come with power," or to see the

" kingdom of God," is a very diiferent thing, indeed, from

seeing Christ himself coming in the clouds of heaven with

all the angels of God. And, besides, this is seen by all the

tribes of the earth ; but that is restricted to them : " There

be some standing here, which shall not taste of death until

they see the kingdom of God come with power." Then, in

the passage in the 24:th chapter, there is the sound of the

trumpet, tlie gathering of the elect from the four winds, and,

in verses following, many other circumstances which clearly

show that there is no parallelism between the two passages.

The 27tli verse of the former passage is parallel with' the lat-

ter as far as it goes ; the 28th verse is not parallel at all.

There is, indeed, the resemblance of a Avord or two, and, per-

haps, of an idea or two ; but beyond this the parallelism is

not perceivable. It is certain, then, that there is a sense in

which Christ is said to " come in his kingdom," which has no

reference whatever either to the destruction of Jernsalera, or

to the judgment day. But the kingdom spoken of is not the

kingdom usually spoken of by the pro2:)hets and others, where

the Messiah sits upon the throne of David, and reigns over

the house of Jacob ; for David was in no sense a type or

forerunner of Christ, in his mediatorial office, but only in his

Tiinrjlrj office. Christ, as mediator^ now sits at the right hand

of God, being made head over all things to the church. And
his present dominion is certainly called a kingdom. But

all this may consist with the literal falfillmentof those many

predictions of a future kingdom, when the present dispen-

sation of mediation has passed away. By not discrimina-

ting between these two kingdoms, or the same dominion in

two widely diiferent dispensations,— and by confounding

together the passages of Scripture which relate to the two

respectively, great confusion has prevailed in the church,

and our Expositions of the sacred word have been per-

plexed, contradictory, and unsatisfying. The two verses in

Matt, xvi., then, as Mr. Watson has most convincingly prov-

ed, relate to things very different in nature, and widely sep-
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arated in fulfillment. And it is not oLjcctionable that verses

relating to such very difl'ercnt times and things should be

found in such close connection. The one naturally suggested

the other, as in many other instances where other things as

dissimilar were spoken of. Take, for a convenient example,

John V. 25-29, where a spiritual, and the literal resurrections

are both referred to.

15. Some divines, both ancient and modern, suppose Matt,

xvi. 28 refers to the transfiguration of Christ a few days after,

when he took Peter, and James, and John up into the moun-

tain to meet Moses and Elias. By referring to 1 Pet. i. 16-18,

the argument is made very plausible : Yerse 16. " For we
have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we made

known unto you the ])ower and comixg of our Lord Jesus

Christ, lut ivere eye-witxesses of his majesty. 17. For he

received from God the Father, ho7wr and (/lorT/, when there

came such a voice to him from the excellent glory, ' This is my
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.' 18. And this voice

which came from heaven we henYd, ^ohoi we were with him

in the holy mountr

The explanation derived from this remarkable passage is

not to be contemned ; but it docs not appear to be as natural

as the one adoj)ted by Watson, and in its essential features,

quoted above.
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CHAPTER XI.

Princijpal siibject— Tite Comiin'g of Christ. Eeview of the

FlGEEATIVE ThEOEY.

Eemarkable Exposition— Its Objectionable Character— Defectiveness, even

if the Text be Figurative— Common Rules of Interpretation Reversecl—
Ko rarallcl Texts, with one exception, in the Old Testament— Tlie Toint

to be proved— No Historic Proof of the Figurative Theory— Inconsistent

with Christ's Mediatorial Offices—A Word for Universalists— Character

of the Mediatorial Dispensation-^ Fatal Results— Self-contradiction— Va-

riance with the Words of Christ—Ingenious Evasion— Singular Logic—
Embarrassment of Commentators—How Occasioned— Dr. Tow6r's Opinion

— Dr. Campbell's— Dr. Mede's— Tense of the Saviour's words.

Verse SO. Axd TumE shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven :

AND THEN SHALL ALL THE TRIBES OF THE EARTH MOURN, AND THEY SHALL SEE THE SON

OF MAN COMING IN THE CLOUDS OF HEAVEN, WITH POWER AND GREAT GLORY.

" The ,plain meaning of it is, that tlie clestniction of Jernsa-

leni will be sncli a remarkable instance of divine vengeance,

8nch a signal manifestation of Clirist's power and glory, tliat

ajl the Jewish tribes shall monrn, and many will be led from

thence to acknovrledge Christ and the Christian religion. In

the ancient prophets, 'God is frequently described as coming

in the clouds, npon any remarkable interposition and mani-

festation of his power ; and the same description is here ap-

plied to Christ. The destruction of Jerusalem will be as

ample a manifestation of Christ's power and glory, as if he

was to come himself visibly in the clouds of heaven."

—

JYevj-

ton on the Prophecies.

However remarkable these declarations may appear, as a

comment on the passage before us, yet they express the pres-

ent usual method of expounding these w^ords of our Lord.

ISTearly all our commentators, as, e. g.. Dr. Whitby, Dr.

Clarke, Dr. Warburton, adopt this method in full. Mr. Bur-

kitt, Mr. Watson, Mr. Barnes, and several others, likewise

adopt it, but connect it with a supposition that the passage
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also refers to tlie day of juelginent. The comment of Xew-

ton, quoted above, may be considered as expressing, with,

some modifications, the usual modern understanding of this

matter, so far as the Commentaries give expression and direction

to the general mind. To this method of explaining the text,

there are many and weighty objections.

1. It is an exceedingly indefinite exposition of a very dcfir

nlte prediction. The passage contains several distinctly named
particulars, arranged in a definite order of succession ; and

perfectly corresjionds, in its literary character, with preceding

and succeeding portions that are strictly literal, not only as a

whole, but in respect also to their individual sentences. I3ut

this figurative exposition does not define anything witli clear-

ness, pays little or no regard to the arrangement of the suc-

cessive parts, and leaves the mind with no distinct impression,

of anything that appropriately develops or confirms the sen-

timents of the prediction. It is, to all intents, indefiniteness

from beginning to end ; and is, nevertheless, intended as a

comment upon a passage that is particular and definite

throughout. What the text means as a wJiole, the comment
is very positive in asserting; but what its individual jjarts

mean, it miglit not be easy to determine ! We can give the

solution of the problem : but, alas, we cannot tell what its

component figures are

!

Xow, even if the passage were confessedly figurative, we
should be bound to suppose that each distinct siiljed intro-

duced was intended for some distinct application ; as, e. g., that

the s{g7i of the Son of man does not mean the Son of man
himself, but something that* refers to him, and in some way
represents liim ; for the sign must be difi'erent from the thing

signified. But this figurative expression pays almost no re-

gard to this important matter ; but, to a great extent, con-

founds things together with no discrimination between signs

and tilings signified. But this is of vast importance in the

exegesis of figurative language ; so tliat, even supposing the

passage to be metaphorical, tliis exposition does not expound

it in accordance with any well defined principle of interpre-

tation. If the text treated of matters of no importance, such
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loose metliods might be tolerated, perliaps; but tlie subjects

treated are vastly important. Yet tlie moment tlie attempt is

made to show what is skjmfied bv tlie sign^ tliat moment con-

fusion marks the exposition. Xothing but the most indefinite,

general statements, and without proofs, too, can be trusted in

the application.

And we mnst be compelled to suppose tliat our Lord was,

in this j)art of his discourse, a mere rhajysodlst^ speaking with-

out distinct ideas, and without definite arrangement, meaning

much in the general, .and little or nothing in the particular

;

— we must come to this conclusion, if we admit that such in-

definite and irresponsible expositions do justice to the predic-

tion. In the preceding verse, the figuratist professes to find

an application for each individual idea : the sun, the moon,

the stars, all mean something. The darkening, the falling,

and the shaking of the luminaries of lieaven, all viean some-

thing. And he lias.at hand an application for the whole, as a

whole, and for the parts, as parts. Viewing the passage as

figurative, he is consistent with himself: his common sense,

without much proficiency, perhaps, in the knowledge of

of literary rules, guides him to such conclusions. He there-

by saves the Lord from being a mere rhapsodist, carried be-

yond all literary 2:)ropriety, by the ungovernable excitement

of his own ardency.

But when the figuratist attempts to apply his rules to the

explication of the several parts of the passage under notice,

lie finds himself in as much difficulty as the Universalist does,

when he undertakes to apply the various parts of the so-called

parable of the rich man and Lazarus. What it means as a

whole, is very clear to him ; but what is meant by its several

parts, is yet to be discovered ! In the meantime, let him who
has— not the best understanding of literary rules— but the

most ingenious fancy, take the lead in search after the hidden

idea!

So, in relation to this part of our Lord's prophecy : it re-

quires the utmo&t ingenuity— not a sober, common sense un-

derstanding of literary propriety— to make anything out of

it, treated as a figurative description of something else.

18
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There are no well ascertained facts, and no evident scriptural

example, to suggest to tlie common mind the application of

tiie several parts. It is judged to be figurative— not because

it inay not he literal^ but because it is associated with other

passages which are also supposed to be figurative. And even

these other passages would not contradict either fact or Scrip-

ture, if they should be interpreted literally, as has been shown

in previous chapters.

In the usual treatment of this passage, the ground of pro-

cedure is— not virtually merely, but really— that the estab-

lished rules of interpretation must ho, reversed^ and, instead of

concluding that the passage is literal^ nntil it \'s> ])TOved to be

figurative^ it must be regarded 2,% figurative until it is j';r(W(?c?

to be literal ! And this is the principal source of the indefi-

niteness and difficulty that characterize this, and all other fig-

urative expositions of this part of the prophecy. This text

has none of the characteristics of figurative language , and

there are no well ascertained facts that suggest themselves to

the common mind^ as the things signifiedhy v.'hat are consider-

ed as merely signs. The text is undeniably definite in all its

parts, and the comment is as undeniably of the opposite

character.

2. To this figurative interpretation it is further objected,

that it is not warranted l>y a single scriptural exam2)le. As

this point has been sufficiently treated in the preceding chap-

ter, it will not be necessary to enlarge upon it here.

One would suppose, from the confident assertions of figura-

tists, that such descriptions as this text contains are very fre-

quent in the Old Testament, and are very commonly applied

to extraordinary manifestations of divine power. Well, now,

here is the Bible, within reach of every man ; if there is a

similar description to be found in the Old Testament, it can-

not take long to discover it : let it be found and compared with

this ; and so annihilate this objection. The text in Dan. vii.

13, is admitted to be similar, to some extent ; but the figura-

tist will not bring tliat up as parallel in its application with

his supposition of the text in Matthew.

3. It is objected, again, that the figurative exposition and
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application is not sustained hy a single fact. Yet it is, in its

veiy nature, a question of fact. And Providence has wisely

so ordered it that an unimpeachable historian was raised up,

qualified, and wonderfully preserved, as if on purpose to re-

cord, with tiresome particularity and profusion, the facts that

were developed during the fulfillment of the times which the

figuratist supposes to be alluded to here. And there were

not wanting other historians, heathen, Jewish, and Christian,

whose pages are filled with matter pertaining to these times.

The fact to be proved is this— that the judgment visitation

of the Jews at that time, was, to " all the tribes of the earth,"

such a manifestation, not of common Providence— but of

" the Son of n^an^'' that " all the tribes of the earth " (or land, if

any prefer) should mourn at this revelation, as if they beheld

the Son ofman visibly coming in the clouds of heaven. In the

very nature of the case— to do asiything like justice to the

text—that visitation should be so unlike all preceding ones, and

so peculiarly appropriate to the Lord Jesus Christ, as to affect

the people— even those that were not believers in him pre-

viously— (for none but such would mourn at the sight of him)

as if they personally witnessed his descent from heaven.

Tlie figuratist may perhaps shrink from this definite state-

ment of the fact in question : he Welshes to have the matter so

indefinite that almost anything will pass for proof. . But if

the text does not warrant and require this definiteness, then

it does not warrant anything. "To the law and to the

testimony."

And even this definiteness is assumed by some of the figu-

ratists themselves : Bishop ISTewton says, " The destruction

of Jerusalem will be as ample a manifestation of Christ's pow-

er and glory, as if he was himself to come visibly in the clouds-

of heaven." Dr. Clarke says, in substance, the same thing,

quoting from Newton, and somewhat modifying. Mr. Wat-
son says the same thing, with the exception that he takes the

liberty of substituting, against the plain words of the passage,

the word " Christians," in place of " all the tribes of the

earth." His words are, " The sign of the Son of man is that

demonstration of the supernatural character of the judicial'
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visitation of the Jews, that to the Christians it shonld be as

sure a sign that it was Christ who was then inflicting his ven-

geance npon his enemies, as thongh there should be a visible

appearance of him." If this substitutfon of the word Chris-

tians^ and entirely omitting the characters who shonld mourn

as they see the Son of man, is not a clear misconception of

the whole scope of the passage, then it would be difficult to

define a misconception. To such dreadful consequences has

the Ia7jo}' of defeudiiig the figurative theory driven the wisest

and best of men.

Now, with the question at issue thus definitely settled, that

the judgments then inflicted upon the Jews did thus manifest

the poAver and glory of Jesus Christ, so that the effect w\as as if

he himself had been seen coming in the clouds of heaven,—it is

again objected, that there is not one clear instance of historic

proof brought to substantiate the point asserted. Men of the

largest capacity, and of the most astonishing industry, with a

zeal almost unparalleled in any other department of research,

have devoted months and years to this very subject; and

wliere is the first historical fact that they have adduced to

prove a question which, in the nature of the case, mtist be de-

cided by fact, if it is decided at all ? Where are their ^^roo/is.^

Tlie defenders of the figurative theory were generally men of

keen penetration, and logical accuracy ; and they have not

failed to perceive the exact nature of the thing to be main-

tained. Why, then, have they brought forward nothing but

assertion— hare assertion— to prove a point so evidently vital

to their whole system of exegesis ?

Tliis is a dreadful state of things ; and, especially, when, in

this way, men venture to explain away the most definite and

literal of all the prophecies of the Bible, so that, in effect, they

are dead. Let every man clear himself in this matter ! Tliere

is a cry of blood from the ground! These slain witnesses—
the Old and New Testaments— that have lain unburied in

the midst of us, are destined to have a resurrection.

4. To this method of interpretation, it is objected still fur-

ther,— \\\Vii\\\Q cltaracterW. necessarily ascribes to Christ is

inconsistent with his present offices. The only thing in which
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tlie calamities of tlie Jews, at the time in question, differed

from former and subsequent afflictions of the same kind, was

their greater severity. " For then shall be great tribulation,

such as was not since the beginning of the world to this time,

no, nor ever shall be." And this is the onlj probable differ-

ence between the judgments of that period and those of other

dajs : they were not in natwe different, but in degree.

Ko one ever supposed that previous desolations had been

manifestations of Christ, as distinguished from other persons

in the Godhead : no one will venture to point out any espe-

cial revelation of Christ, as the Son of TYian, in the present

manifestations of divine wrath. On what, then, can Bishop

l^ewton and his followers base their opinion, that the judg-

ment of the Jews, at the time in question, was as much a man-
ifestation of Christ, as if he had been seen coming down in the

clouds of heaven. How were those sufferings, and that deso-

lation j;ecM?/ar, except in being more terrible, and longer con-

tinued? And is this, only this—the distinguishing feature of

Christ, so that when this is witnessed, it is as if the Son of

man himself were seen with all his power and glory in

heaven ?

JSTow, to this, it is objected, that the character necessarily

ascribed to Christ is inconsistent with his present relations to

the human race— Jew as well as Gentile. It is the dispen-

sation of grace, not of judgment. Let the Univeksalists re-

member THIS ! We are living under the Mediatorial dispen-

sation, in which Christ sustains a joeculiar relation to the

human race
;
and which relation originates appropriate offices.

We may easily learn what is Christ's peculiar office and work,
in this dispensation, by the testimony of the Scriptures. " God
sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world ; lut

that the world through him might he saved?'' John iii. 17.

For this object he labored all his life, as he " went about doing

good," both to the bodies and to the souls of men. When he
died, he died as the world's Eedeemer, having the same object

in view that he had when he " came to seek and to save that

which was lost ;" for it was only by death that he could pre-

pare the way for the bestowment of mercy upon the guilty,
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"whom lie came to redeem. And when lie rose from tlie dead,

he still had his own appropriate work to accomplish : he was

raised for our justification. And when he ascended to heav-

en, he still had his own peculiar work, as the world's Media-

tor, to accomplish there : he was to " appear in the presence of

God for us." He was exalted " a Pnnce and a Saviour^ fok to

GIVE REPENTANCE TO IsKAEL,AND FORGIVENESS OF SINS." ActS V. 31.

This is his peculiar work, during the present dispensation,

as the " one Mediator between God and man." " He ever

liveth to make intercession for us." "If any man sin, we
have an Advocate with the Father." If we receive the Spirit,

or any other favor, it is through his mediation. But it forms

no part of his ajipropriate work to administer wrath, or pur-

sue his enemies with vengeance. If vengeance overtake men,

Christ has no agency in bringing it about. Ilis work during

this disijensation is saving men ; and it is his only work : it is

wholly, so far as Jesus is concerned, a dispensation of grace.*

And this doctrine is understood by all the orthodox churches.

It is the great bulwark against Universalism and open infidel-

ity. We sing it, and preach it, and pray it, and give thanks

for it, and in every possible way testify our rejoicing and

hope in this doctrine. Now, to say that an unparalleled ex-

hibition of divine vengeance is such a manifestation of the

Son of man^ that it exhibits his j^ower and glory, as the

Son of inan^ as much as if he was himself to come in the

clouds of heaven, is saying (to speak mildly,) what no ortho-

dox divine will say, unless he is terribly bewildered by an

erroneous theory. And for this reason the figurative theory

of interpreting the passage before us is objected to.

To maintain the figurative interj^retation, we are required,

(1.) To violate the most essential laws of literary criticism
;

(2.) To adopt such an interpretation without one clear exam-

ple in the Scriptures
;

(3.) Without a solitary proof from au-

thentic history ; and, (4.) At the sacrifice of the very foun-

dation principles of orthodoxy. If this is not enough to blast

with perjietual withering any theory whatever, it is difiicult

to know what is capable of doing it.

* See Ai)iiendix, Note G.
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5. The figurative tlieoiy is objected to, also, because it is at

variance with itself, and diainetricallj opposed to the distinct

affirmation of Christ himself. So that if this can be shown,

the theory must be unworthy of countenance, even if all the

previous objections could be answered.

The advocates of the figurative theory assume.

First. That the darhening of the heavenly luminaries refers

to the destruction and desolation of the Jeioish ecclesiastical

and civil polity, Yerse 29 is thus explained :

Dk. Whitby. " All the government both in church and

state shall be overthrown, as it was by the zealots." " It be-

ing foretold that this should happen immediately after* the

wasting of the Jews by Yespasian's army flying quickly

through Galilee, Idumea, and Judea ; this cannot be taken

literally, because no such thing then happened either to the

sun, moon, or stars. It must be therefore a metaphorical ex-

pression, to signify, as it doth frecjuently in the Old Testament,

and other writers, an utter desolation, and terrible destruction

brought upon a nation, and upon their capital cities, compar-

ed to the sun and moon," &c.

Dk. Clarke. " Commentators generallyf understand this

and what follows, of the end of the world : but the word im-

medla.tely shows that our Lord is not speaking of any distant

event^ but of something immediately consequent on calamities

already predicted : and that must be the destruction of Jeru-

salem." Then quoting from

Dk. Liqhtfoot. " The Jewish heaven shall perish, and the

sun and moon of its glory and happiness shall be darkened—
brought to nothing. The sun is the religion of the church ;^

the moon is the government of the state ; and the stars are

the judges and doctors of both."

Bishop IJ^I'ewton advances precisely the same opinion as Dr.

Clarke ; indeed, the principal part of Dr. Clarke's comment on

this part of the Bible, is taken almost verbatim from Kewton.

Mr. Barnes adopts the same view.

* Dr. Whitby dare not leave the Lord to make his own statement: he has

to put words into his mouth.

\ He probably refers particularly to the more ancient.
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Mr. "Watsox takes the same view ; but ho supposes it also

refers to the day of judp:ment.

Pkof. Stltaut understands the passapro to he figurative, ap-

2:>lying to Jewish aM'airs, without any reference to the judg-

ment day.

Mu. Ik'JiKrrr adopts the theory of applying it to the Jewish

calamities ; hut lie is confused, self-contradictory, and imde-

cided in iixing upon the exact time.

This is suflicient to show the general course of explaining

the phenomena described in the 20th verse,— referring it all

to the overthrow and desolation of the Jewish nation by the

Romans.

Secondly. These commentators unders.'and the ucxt verse,

(30,) and the 29th verse to refer either to the coming of the

J?o)nans, or to the coming (meta})horically,) of Clirist 2oit/i the

HomcmSy and etiecting the destruction and desolation descri-

bed in the 2Tth verse, under the similitude of the darkening

and falling of the luminaries of heaven. But whichever way
it is nioditied, they do not understand Christ to have come in

any oiheT way than judicially hy the liornans to inflict these

terrible judgments.

Dk. Whitby, on verses 27, 28, remarks :
" You will then

need none to instruct you where Christ is, or to say to you,

lie is here, or there ; for by the Itoman army., which shall

pass through the territories of the Jews like lightning, his

coming to take vengeance on that nation shall be manifest,"

Again, on verse 30 :
" Our Saviour^s coining here seems

therefore to impart his coming by the Iiornan army to 'besiege

and to destroy Jerusalem and the unbelieving Jews ; for so

Christ seemeth plainly to interpret this ' coming of the Son of

man.' Verse 27 :
' The coming of the Son of man shall be as the

lightning shining from east to west ; for wheresoever the Jews

are, thither shall the Roman army be gathered : his coming

therefore must he with the Ixoman army.''^

Dr. Clarkk understands it in the same way : he thiid^s it

was a judicicd coming hy the lioman armies. lie comments

iu this way on verse 27 even more distinctly than Dr. AVhit-

hj. Dr. Clarke, in this matter, follows
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Bishop Xewton, wlio unclerstands tlie coming to be only a

judicial coming bj the inva'sioii and conquests of the Boman
armies. In this he copies vei'batim from

Bishop Peaece, who shoukl have the credit of leading Is^ew-

ton and a host of others in the same conclusion.

Me. Baenes adopts the same conclusion :' Eeferring to the

2Sth verse, he says, " This verse is connected with the prece-

ding bj the word ' for,' implying that this is a reason for what

is said there, that the Son ofman would certainly come to de-

stroy the city, and that lie woidd come suddenly. The mean-

ing is, lie-iooiddcome Ijy means of tlie Roman armies^'' &c.

Me. Watson understands it in the same way ; but thinks it

also refers to the day of judgment.

Me. Beekitt in the main agrees with Watson.

TJiese are enough to show how the coming of the Son of

man, in this place, is to be understood. It is sujDposed to be

nothing separate from the coming of the Roman armies ; it

being merely a judicial coming by that instrumentality.

Now, one thing is cdjsolutely certain: If this coming of

the Son of man was merely judic'ial, and by means of the

Momans, it is absolutely certain that it must have occurred at

tha same time, for it was, in fact, only another view, and an-

other name, for the same event.

Thirdly. AYe are now prepared to maintain the objection

against this theory of interpretation.

(1.) That it is at variance loith itself j

(2.) That it is diametrically ojpjposite to tlie distinct affirma-

tion of Christ himself.

1. That cause is invariably antecedent to effect, is an axiom
in philosophy. And it is of universal aj)plication ; it must,

then, apply to the subject in hand.

2. But the Roman armies were, under Providence, the

cause of this overthrow and desolation of the " sun, moon,
and stars"— as the iiguratist interprets it— of the Jewish

people. This is admitted by every one.

3. Then, as certainly as the certainty of an axiom, the Ro-
mans must have come before these judgments were inficted,

for they were, under God, the cause of them.



282 HAKMONY AXD EXPOSITION.

4. Eut this method of interpretation, as it has been shown

in the foregoing quotations, maintains as a prominent feature,

that the coming of the Son of man was only a judicial com-

ing " ly means of the Roman armies^ to destroy Jerusalem,

and the unbelieving Jews." Then, undeniably, it tooh jplace

at the same time— since, in fact, it was but another view, and

another representation, of the same tJdng'. And, just as cer-

tainly, as cause is before effect, his coming must have occurred

BEFORE the infiiction of the judgments which resulted. And
the judgment which resulted were, the overthrow of the Jew-

ish church, government, temple, and metropolis.

5. But Christ distinctly declares that his coming would le

AFTERWARDS ! IIc first describes the whole series and succes-

sion of events, down to the final desolation, including, as a

distinct feature, the gathering of the eagles to the carcass,

which the theory applies to the coming of the Romans / and

then goes on to say, " Immediately afier the tribulation of

those days, shall the sun be darkened," &c. "And then"—
not before, when the Eomans came to inflict the tribulation

and overthrow— " yln<^ 'then shall appear the sign of the

Son of man in heaven / and then shall all the trihes of the

earth mourn / and they shall SEE the Son of man COMING
in the CLOUDS of heaven with jpower and great glory

P

G. ^Yas there ever a contradiction more distinct? The

theory teaches that the Son of man came Ijofore the infliction

of those judgments. The Lord declares it would be after-

wards. Now, this particular point will not be pressed any

farther : it would be useless. The contradiction is so palpa-

ble, so undeniable, that if any confidence Nvliatever is to be

placed in the declarations of our Lord, the point must be re-

garded as established— completely established. The figura-

tive theory teaches what is diametrically at variance with the

declaration of the Lord Jesus Christ.

7. Tliere is an evasion of this issue, however, which will

develop the other point in the objection, viz : That the figura-

tive tlicory is at variance with it,self The efl'ort has been

made l>y several leading commentators to show that the

^'coming'''' spoken of in the 3Uth verse is not, in fact, the
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coming it is usuallj understood to be, but only tlie evidence

or manifestation of the coming, judicially by tlie Eomans,

wliich was not so clearly discovered during the progress of

the execution of the judgments ; but now, " after the tribula-

tion of those days," after the darkening of the " sun," "moon,"

and " stars" of the Jewish nation, the fact that it was all

effected by the judicial "coming of the Son of man," "by
means of the Eoman,armies," will be such a manifestation of

Christ to the people, that it may be represented by his " com-

ing in the clouds of heaven !

"

8. Now, this is, in fact, a virtual abandonment of the essen-

tial elements of the figurative theory. It is, in truth, admit-

ting that the most particular statement and eIescrq)tion of the

coming of Christ means neither the coming of Christ ])erson-

ally, nor his coming judicially^ " by means of the Roman
armies ; " but merely that, after his coming, some length of

time after, the evidence of that coming shall " come," and be

so clear and convincing, that it shall be as if Christ himself

were then coming in the clouds of heaven !

"What then, let it be asked, with all seriousness, becomes of

their fond speculations about the " coming of the Son of man,

by means of the Roman armies," being as the lightning flash-

ing from east to west, from one end of heaven to the other ?

All this metaphorizing, and rhapsodizing, in the comment on

the 27th verse, about the coming of Christ, by the Roman
armies, being like the sudden, startling, blinding, flashing

lightning, amounts to nothing : when he came at that time, as

the theory maintains, the people do not appear to have had

any intimation that there was any Christ about it ; but, some-

time afterwards, after all the results of that coming had been
effected, then^ yes, then the remnant that survived the over-

throw of the nation, suddenly awoke to the conviction that

all this had been accomplished, some how or other, by the
" coming of the Son of man,^'' though they were not impressed

with the fact at the time ! But now, so truly had he come in

"secret," in the "secret chambers," in the " desert," /f^5?5 as

Christ had forewarned them that he would not come,— now,
the astonished people, the few that are left, wake up to tho
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terrible impression that tlie Lord had come down in terrible

majesty, and they knew it not

!

Now, after all this, they just begin to see him! His sign

ajppears in the heavens ! They now see him— no, not him—
but the fo.ct^ the j'J'ro^, or whatever else it may be called

—

they now behold, as if it were the actual coming of the Lord

himself in the clouds of heaven ! Well done ! Splendid

theory ! Making out that the coming of the Lord, " Jy means

of the Roman armies^'^ was so evident^ so sudden^ so much
like the flashing lightning^ that all the poetic and hyperboli-

cal expressions found in the Old Testament could hardly

suffice to convey an adequate idea of its " power," " glory,"

and " public majesty ;

" and then— oh consistency ! the peo-

ple una^^prised of it ! and, months or years after, a surviving

remnant suddenly awake to the appalling assurance that the

Son of man had come ! that he came so many years or months

ago ! N'ow, not really, not as a present perception of a pres-

ent fact, but as a conception, or conviction, of a fact of pre-

vious occuri^ence^ they— in recollection, suspicion, or convic-

tion, or in some other mental ojyeration, ^^ see the Son of man
coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory !

"

Indeed ! Well this must be a valuable theory ! It certainly

costs a ffreat deal to maintain it

!

9. But is this maintained by those who support the figu-

rative theory? Yes, by all of them, excej^ting those who
leave the theory at the point where the former part of this

objection meets it, viz : in diametrical opposition to the affir-

mation of the Lord Jesus.

We will now bring to the point more distinctly the opinions

of those who try to evade that issue by taking the one under

present notice. Mr. AVatson— commenting on. the 80th

verse— " The sign of the Son of onan is that demonstration

of the sujyernatural character of tha judicial visitation of the

Jews, that to the Christians'^ it should be as sure a sign that

it was Christ who was then inflicting his vengeance uj^on his

* Indeed I It was "Christians" then, mIio were to mojirrt nt the appear-

ftnce of tlieir Lord! What is this, but adding to, and taking from, "the

words of tliis proj)lioc3-
?"
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enemies, as tJiougJi there should he a visible personal appear-

ance of him. Even Josephns, a Jew, acknowledged in these

events the special displays of the more immediate agency

of an angry God ;
* and much more to Christians, taught by

Christ to expect his coming in this manner , wonld they be

the sign of his majesty to whom 'all power in heaven and

earth' had been committed, and thus prove a mighty confir-

mation of their faith." f

Me. Barnes— commenting on the same verse— " The

sign of the Son of man. The emdence that Christ is coming

to destroy the city of Jerusalem." %

Dk. Clarke— " Then shall ajojjear the sign of the Son of
man. The plain meaning of this is, that the destruction of

Jerusalem vv'ill be such a remarkable instance of divine ven-

geance, such a signal manifestation of Christ's power and

glory, that all the Jeioish tribes shall mourn, and many will,

in consequence of this manifestation of ^^CfZ, § be led to ac-

knowledge the Christian religion."

Mr. Burkitt— " Then shall all the tribes'of the earth

mown / that is, then shall the Jeics be convinced that their

destruction was the ^punishment of their sin, in rejecting and

crucifying Christ; and accordingly they that had pierced him
shall behold him, and mourn over him. Th'iis it was before

the destruction of Jerusalem, and thus will it be before the

final judgment."
||

* Did Josephus belong to one of "all the tribes of the eai'tli" who should

"see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven?

"

\ And yet, as it seems, even these " Christians, taugld hy Christ to expect Ms
coming in this mannfr,"— i. e. as Mr. Watson holds, by the.Roman armies, —
were so blind as not to see him until " after the tribulation of those days! "

\ IIow is this ? The evidence that he is com'mg to do the very thing which

Mr. B. supposes to have been done previously ; for this is his method of ex-

pounding the previous verses.

§ He dare not interpret his own text ; it was a manifestation of Christ that

he was commenting about.

jl

Well, how is this? Here are several contradictions. In his comment on

the previous verse, he says, "Our Saviour goes on in figurative expressions to

set forth the calamities that should befall the Jewish nation, immediately after

the destruction of Jerusalem." In commenting on the 30th verse, as quoted

first above, he says, the Jews would be convinced that their destruction was—



286 HAEMONT AND EXPOSITION.

Bishop Newton— "Tlie plain meaning of it is, that the

desti-uction of .Kunisalem will be such a remarkable instance

of the divine vengeance, such a sirjnal manifestation of
Christ's power and glory, that all the Jewish tribes shall

'

mourn, and many will he led thereby to acknowledge Christ

and the Christian religion Tlie destruction of

Jerusalem will be as ample a manifestation of Chkist's power
and glory, as if he was hhnself to come visibly in the clouds

of heaven^ ^

10. It is useless to extend these quotations : enough have

been given to show the general course of interpreting the pas-

sage under notice. This method of treating it brings the theory

fully upon the point of the objection of which we are now
treating ; and showing its utter absurdity, and self-contradic-

tions. It not only does no sort of justice to the text under

comment, but it completely nullifies all the fanciful interpre-

tations of the 27th verse, and all the usual applications of the

"coming of the Son of man," when the particular point of

objection now under notice is not present to the mind, to ex-

pose the absurdity of the whole theory. This justly subjects

the theory to all the animadversions of the Tth and 8th sec-

tions of the present division of the chapter, which the reader

is requested once more to read, if it is not already familiar

to him.

11. Of the figurative theory of this coming of Christ, it

may be truly said, that even the most learned and ingenious

of men, singly or combined, can do nothing satisfactory with

it. Their writings are full of contradictions, as has already

been shown ; and they cannot explain the 30th verse without

this refers to things past— "the punishment of their sin," Ac. Then this is

followed directly with tlie observation, " Thus it was before the destruction of

Jerusalem." This is a troublesome tlioor}-. Great men act strangely iu trying

to maintain it.

* Does he affinn this of " all the tribes of the earth ? " If he docs not, he

does injustice to liis text. If he doe.s, lie does injustice to the facts in the

case. How does it liappen that the.se great masters in Israel are so careful

not to interpret the Lord's words as he uttered them? "What is there about

truth that requires such evasions and misreprescntatione. This is character-

istic of error, not of truth.
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utterly overthrowing their own explanation of the 2Tth and

29tli verses. And, instead of examj^les from Scripture to

justify such an api)lication of the description of a scene^ with

its attending and subsequent results / instead of historical

proofs of the principal facts aihrmed, we have nothing— ab-

solutely nothing— but the bare assertions of men. Tlie fact

is, our leading divines have unfortunately been led to adopt

an erroneous ^At'ory of interpretation ; and this occasions their

embarrassment, indefiniteness, self-contradictions, and palpa-

ble misconceptions of the words of our Lord.

The author cannot better express himself on this point,

than by quoting the observations of Dr. Tower, in his " Il-

lustrations of ProphecyP And Dr. Tower, be it remembered,

was an advocate of the figurative theory. But he was too

penetrating and logical not to perceive the surprising incon-

sistencies of his fellow-laborers in the great work of meta-

phorizing this part of the Lord's prediction. In vol. 2., p. IGO,

he says,

"That the prophecy of Jesus is of very difficult interpreta-

tion, is very generally admitted. Grotius, and Lowth, Sykes,

Benson, and Macknight, Bishop Watson, and the Taylors,

have, Mr. ISlisbitt acknowledges, (he is here speaking of the

Scripture doctrine of the coming of Christ^ ' all of them

without exception^ manifestly discovered their emharrassment,

and the difficulties which they labored tmder, in considering

the suhject.'' " " Surely," resumes the Doctor, " this affords a

strong presum]}tion^ that they have all failed of discovering

the true im/poi^t of Chrises celebrated ^predictions''

12. This part of the subject cannot be closed better than

by quoting the words of this same Dr. Tower, who has mani-

fested a candor, a comprehensiveness, and, generally speak-

ing, a soundness, that render his work worthy of a wider cir-

culation. Vol. 2, p. 192.* Quoting verse 30, the text under

notice— "The expression translated, all the tribes of the

* First American edition, Philadelphia, 1808. He had critically examined the

works of Joseph Mede, Vitringa, Dr. Thomas Goodwin, Dr. Henry Moore, Dr.

Owen, Dr. Cressener, Peter Jurieu, Brenius, Bishop Chandler, Isaac Newton,

Dr. Lowth,Fleming, Bengelius, <fec.. <tc., &c.
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earth, Bishop ISTewton asserts, signifies merely tlie Jetcish tribes

inhabiting the province of Judea ; and he maintains, that this

passage phxinly signifies, ' that the destruction of Jerusalem

will he such a remarkable instance of divine vengeance, such

a signal manifestation of Chrisfs power and glory, that all the

Jewish tribes shall mourn.' But unfortunately for this inter-

]3retation, it is completely at variakce with the testijiony

OF civil and ecclesiastical history. So far from authorizinoj

us to conclude, that the Jews discerned or acknowledged, in

the destruction of their city, any display of Christ's power

;

or that they attributed to their rejection of hiin, and the cruel

death which he received at their hands, the overthrow of their

armies, their cajDital, and their polity ; it informs ns that they

still insulted the memory of their crucified Messiah, and still

remained hardened in infidelity."

Tliis is able, sound, and sustained by positive historical tes-

timony. For the theory objected to in this Treatise cannot

boast of a single authentic statement to prove it."

Dr. Ca:\ipbell, with his clear perception of logical and lit-

erary propriety, also speaks of the inconsistency of the usual

figurative exposition of the subject before us. "The predic-

tion, wliicli the verse under examination introduces, is accu-

rately distinguished by the historian as not commencing till

after the completion of the former. It was not till after the

calamities vjhic-h loere to hefall the Jews should he ended / after

their capital and temple, their last resource, should be invest-

ed and taken, and the wretched inhabitants destroyed or car-

ried captive into all nations ; after Jerusalem should be trod-

den down of the Gentiles ; nay, and after the triumph of the

Gentiles should be brought to a period, that the prophecy con-

tained in this and tlie two subserpient verses [29, 30, 31,] should

hegin to take effect. The judicious reader, to he convi^iccd of
this, needs only give the passage an attentive perusaV^

Dr. Tower adds, in a note :
" So extremely brief are Dr.

Campbeirs observations on our Lord's prophecy, that the pas-

sage above, to every word of which I subscribe, constitutes a

large part of them ; and though that passage is accompanied

with no doubts, the learned translator, nevertheless, in direct
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opposition to it, renders tlie 32d verse, [Luke,] " Verily I say

unto yon, that this generation* shall not pass, until all be ac-

complished."

Me. Mede f speaks in this manner concerning the point

now in question: "To interjjret the coming of the So7i of

man in the clouds of heaven^ and his kingdom then, of his

coming to the destruction of Jerusalem^ is contrary to the con-

text of ourSav iour''s prophecy / for the coming of Christ X to de-

stroy Jerusalem, was the heginning and cause of ili&i great and
long tribulation of tJtat people / but the coming and appearing

of the Son of man in the clouds of heaven is expressly said

should be after it : Immediately after the tribulation of those

days, &c., Matt. xxiv. 29, Mark xiii. 24. To the same purpose

Luke says, after, or when the ' times of the Gentiles are ful-

filled, THEN sJmU be the signs in the sun and moon, and then

they shall see the Son of man coming in a cloud.''^

13. There is just one thought more that did not occur at the

time of writing the section more appropriate, perhaps, for

containing it ; although it is not inappropriate in this connection:

it is this : Those who seek to evade the issue of direct contradic-

tion of the words of the Lord, by explaining the seeing the

Son of man coming in the clouds, to be only becoming con-

vinced that the calamities of the Jews were inflicted judicially

by the Son of man,— do not appear to have noticed the tense

of the word coming. The entire force of their argument re-

quires that it should be understood in ih.Qpast tense : the peo-

ple now become painfully convinced that their calamities

were occasioned by that Jesus whom they had crucified.

* Dr. Campbell and Dr. Tower differed in their understanding of the origi-

nal term yevSa.

f Joseph Mede was reputed to be, as in the language of Dr. Warburton,
** the greatest divine and scholar" of the age of James the First.

A learned bishop thus represents him, " Cool, deliberate, and severe in

forming his judgments, he was so far from being obsequious to the fancies of

other men, that he was determined only by the last degree of evidence, to ac-

quiesce in any conclusions of his own."

X Mr. Mede seems to have admitted, perhaps for argument sake, however
that in some sense Christ may be said to have come to destroy Jerusalem.

19
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lliey are now convinced that this was the fact in the

case. And the defenders of this exj^lanation maintain that

this perception or impression of that fact is what is meant by

their seeing him coming in the clouds of heaven

!

But now see how perfectly this perverts the words of our

Lord : First should ajyi^ear the sign of the Son of man in heav-

en ; and the people would begin to mourn ; and they should

see the So7i of man coi^iing in the clouds of heaven. Their])er-

cejytion of him should he at the very time that he was coming.

This, the figuratist positively and distinctly denies. He main-

tains that v:hen the Son of man came— as they explain it, " by

means of the Koman armies"— the people did not perceive

him ; though they apply to his coming the illustration of the

blazing lightning, in vei*se 27. But, " after the tribulation of

those days," when the sun, moon, and stars of their state and

church had become darkened, in consequence of the judg-

ments which the Son of man inflicted at his coming, by means

of the Bomans,— then— after all this— then the unbelievers

become so convinced tliat it was the work of Clirist, that it was

as great a demonstration as if they had seen him coming in

the clouds of heaven. The figuratist makes it necessary to

understand the passage as teaching that they would perceive

that he had come. But Christ decJkres they should see him

coming. Which is most worthy of 3«lief ?
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CHAPTER XII.

Princvpal siibject— JuDG:MrENT Adtekt of Cheist. The tkue

Exposition.

Order of Events — Sign of the Son of Man— Distinguished from Christ him

eelf— "Where it will appear— Its Xature:— Difference between a Sign and

a "Wonder—The Sigii the occasion of universal Mourning— The Reason—
EiFect upon the Jews—A day of salvation to them— The Reason—A
Scene of mourning among the Jews— Occasion and Resiilt— Literal Com-
ing of Christ— Scoffers, and their Excuse— Believers, and their Danger—
The Personal Coming Proved— Source of the knowledge of the Thessalo-

nians — Design of the Parables in connection with the Prophecy— Christ's

application of the Parables— The Judgment at his Coming— Extent of

Time embraced in the Prophecy— Conclusion of the Prophec}',

Verse 30. And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven
;

AND then shall ALL THE TRIBES OF THE EARTH MOURN, AND THEY SHALL SEE THE SoN

OF MAN COMING IN THE CLOUDS OF HEAVEN, WITH POWER AND GREAT GLORY.

Having sho"wn tlie palpable inconsistency of the usual fig-

urative interpretation of this passage, its literal exposition

will now be given.

^^T/ie}i shall a/ppeav^

The word tlien denotes the order of succession in the great

events predicted in this part of the discourse. After the signs

in the heavens, the perplexity and distress of the nations, and

the agitation of the sea, which the Lord had just predicted,*

then should occur the scenes which are subsequently described.

1. The first in order will be the sign of the Son of man.

Some do not distinguish the sign from the Son of man him-

self. But they are clearly distinguished in the text, and sep-

arated by the mourning of the people, l^ot only so, but, in

the nature of the case, a sign cannot he the thing signified
;

if it were, it would not be a sign. An alphabetic letter is the

* The reader must refer to the Harmony to understand fully the relation of

these things. And he should consult the Harmony with respect to many
other passages.
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sign or rei3resentation of a certain sound ; but it is not the

sound which it represents. "Words are the signs of ideas

;

but they are not the ideas which they signify. It is attribu-

ting to our Lord an improper use of language, to suppose that

by the sign of himself he meant IdmseJf^ and not a sign.

What this sign may be, he has not seen fit to inform us ; and

conjecture may mislead us. It will not be wise, therefore, to

occupy much time in an effort to ascertain the precise nature

of that sign. There are some things, however, which we may

ascertain with respect both to its nature and design.

(1.) It will appear " in heaven^ It will not be anything

transpiring on the earth. Neither will it be any ordinary

phenomenon among the luminaries of heaven ; for if it were,

it could not he a sign of any particularperson or thing, since

it would have been seen before, and might be explained with-

out any special significancy in its design.

(2.) It must, in the nature of the case, be luminous. Tliis

is indicated by the original word for a^piKar. But it must be

luminous from this single consideration : it will ajypear, or

shine, at a tim.e of total darkness. The sun will be previously

turned to darkness, and the moon and the stars will have

withdrawn their shining. All the great sources of light be-

ing thus totally obscured, whatever shall ajypeo/r must be lu-

minous in its nature.

(3.) And it seems evident, also, that it must have some defi-

nite form: a mere blaze, or limitless glow of light, being

without any definite form, could not, so far as we can appre-

hend, be significant of the Son of man, unless it had been 2>re-

viously designated as having this particular signification.

Without this previous notice, it might indeed be a wmider,

but it could not be a sign. Of what shape this sign may be,

we must remain uninformed until it shall appear/ It mayhQ

a luminous cross. In ancient times, many of the Christian

fathers advanced such a conjecture. Whether it will be so or

not, one thing is certain : we cannot probably think of any-

thing, which, to the whole world, would so clearly suggest

the religion and person of the crucified Lord. In what na-

tion would the sign of the cross be unsignificant? Even
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now, is it not tlie distinguisliing symbol of Cliristianity, and

its divine Redeemer ? God may even overrule the idolatrous

superstition of the Eomish church, in a way, perhaps, which

has not been previously suggested. But on this delicate jDoint

the author would not venture to advance anything more than

a simple suggestion.

(4.) Whatever it may be in nature^ and whatever in form,
it will be " the sign of the Son of man." And this is but say-

ing, after all, that it will be something by which " all the

tribes of the earth" shall iinderstand lohat itsigmfies : it will

be, to them, a sign so clearly understood in its signification as

to cause them to mourn.*

This part of the prediction was probably designed to an-

swer the inquiry of the disciples, " AVhat shall be the sign of

thy coming ?" He does not see fit to give them all the par-

ticulars respecting it ; but he informs them that it would ajy-

^ear in the heavens, visible, and sigjiificant to all / and he

tells them when it it would appear, as it will be related to

other events. See IlTote H, in the Aj^pendix.

2. The second thing predicted is, the universal mourning

when this sign aj^pears. " And then shall all the tribes of the

earth mourn.'''' Evidently this must be restricted to the wiek-

ed among the tribes of the earth : it cannot include those who
" look for him," to whom he " shall appear the second time,

without sin unto salvation." Those who, " love his appear-

ing" certainly cannot mourn when they discover the sign of

his glorious appearing ; for now " their redemption draweth

nigh." The heathen will of course mourn, for they will now
discover that their destruction is near : they will not mistake

the imj^ort of the sign. And, besides, the previous convul-

sions and portents in earth and heaven will terribly perplex

and distress them, as theygather in battle array against the

" remnant of Israel," wliom now it is God's pleasure and de-

* Mr. Wesley's note is to the point: speaking of the words under notice,

he says the sign will appear, " It seems, a little while befoi'e he himself de-

scends. The sun, moon, and stars being extinguished, (probably not those

of our system o\i\y,) the sign of the Sou of mau (perhaps the cross) will ap-

pear in the glory of the Lord."
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termination to save. The appearance of the " sign of the Son

of man in heaven " will now awfully assure them of the sig-

nification and design of all this commotion in the sea, in earth,

and heaven. It will terribly increase the " distress of na-

tions, with perplexity."

To the unbeliving Jeios^ too, it will be a time of great

mourning ; though, by the gracious purpose of God, it will

be a sorrow unto repentance and salvation, Tlie appearance

of the sign of their crucified IMessiah, in these awful circum-

stances, and the unmistakable import of that sign, will at

once convince them of their obstinate infidelity, and long,

long rejection of their own Eedeemer. Their rejected and

insulted Christ, appearing thus, may seem to come in anger

towards them ; but the sequel will show that it is the day of

Israel's deliverance and hope. This, through grace, will give

them brokenness of heart and contrition of spirit ; to per-

ceive that, after all, he does not appear to destroy them, ac-

cording to the multitude and greatness of their provocations,

but according to the many and gracious promises made unto

their fathers, to save their posterity, for his own name's sake,

and in fulfillment of his own gracious covenant with them.

With this conviction of their ao-o^ravated unbelief and wick-

edness, by the discovery of the sign of the Son of man, fol-

lowed, too, by the appearance of himself in the clouds of

heaven ; and with the immediate discovery that he comes

not to punish, but to save them; the astonishing forbearance

and forgiving goodness will break and melt their stubborn

hearts. Tliey will, in this state of mind, understand why,

notwithstanding all their iniquities, they are made the objects

of redeeming mercy. Now will be realized the astonishing

grace of God, and his faithfulness and friendship for their fa-

thers and their posterity. Ezek. xxxvi. 19 :
" And I scattered

them among the heathen, and they were dispersed through

the countries : according to their way, and according to their

doings, I judged them. 21. But I had pity, for 7?iine holy

Thame, which the house of Israel had profaned among the

heathen, whither they went. 22. Therefore, say unto the

house of Israel, Thus saith the Lord God,— I do not this for
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YOUE SAKES, O house of Israel, but foe mine holt name's sake,

wliicli ye have profaned among the heathen, whither ye

went." He now, as from Egypt, Ps, cvi. 8, saves them '•''for

Jds name's salce, that he might make his power to be known."

They will now clearly perceive that it is not on account of

their being better than others, or less ill-deserving, but as re-

corded in Dent. x. 15, " Only the Lord had a delight in thy

fathers to love them, and he chose their seed after them, even

you above all people, as it is this day." Deut. ix. 5 :
" ]!Tot

for thy righteousness, or for the uprightness of thy heart, dost

thou go to possess their land ; but for the wickedness of these

nations the Lord thy God doth drive them out before thee,

and that he may perform the word ichich the Lord sware

unto thy fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob^'' Deut. vii:

" Because the Lord loved you, and because he would Iteep the

oath which he had sworn xmto your fathersP At the time

specified in the text under comment, when th^Lord might be

expected to destroy, but gloriously comes to save,— to save

even a guilty and ill deserving people, — it will truly appear

that it is ^^ notfor their saTces or uprightness of heart; " " hut

for his own name's sake, and to fulfil the loord which the

Lord sware unto their fathers.^'' Thus will it be seen in that

day, that " God hath not cast away his people whom he fore-

knew." E.om. xi. 2. And it will be clearly understood by
the Jews themselves, that it is in fulfillment of the covenant

made with their fathers, and not because they do not deserve

God's displeasure for their sins. The seed of Jacob that re-

main to be delivered, will be " a remnant according to the

election of grace. ''^ Rom. xi. 5. Yerse 6, "And \ihj grace,

then it is no more of loorJcs / otherwise, grace is no more

grace. But if it be of worhs, then is it no more g7xcce ; oth-

erwise, work is no more work."

The salvation of Israel at that day will be seen to be just

as much a work of sovereign grace as their conversion was, at

the time the apostle wrote the epistle to the Romans. In the

former part of the chapter last quoted the apostle sj^eaks of

the unbelief of the Jews, and their general rejection of the

gospel. But in the latter part he clearly speaks of the very
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time now treated of, wlicii, for Ms own names saJce, and to

ieoj) the covencmt made vjiih their fathers, lie appeai-s to

save them at the fullness of the times of the Gentiles. Yerse

28, " As concerning the gospel, they are enemies for your

sakes ; but as touching the election, tliey are beu)Vkd for the

FATHEKs' SAKES. 29. For the gifts and calling of God are

without repentance." This clearly points to the very time

now under consideration, as the context shows, when, at the

"fullness of the Gentiles," (verse 25,) the Llindness which had
happened to Israel shall be taken away. 26. " And so all

Israel [all who remain until that time] shall be saved; as it

is written, (Isa. lix. 20,) There shall come out of Zion the

Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob."

The context of this latter quotation evidently points to the

very time now being considered.

It is thus that the goodness of God, and a sense of his faith-

fulness, joined .with a painful discovery of their oion vncked-

ncss, will lead them to repentance. All these cpiotations, and
multitudes more, clearly refer to these latter days of Israel, and

to the specific time of their final triumph over their foes. Per-

haps this scene of jjenitent mourning to Israel is not described

anywhere more distinctly, than in Zech. xii., xiii., and xiv.

Chap. xii. 9 :
" And it shall come to pass in that day, that I

will seek to destroy cdl the nations that come agaixst Jerusa-

lem." It will not be a time of calamity to the Jews, then,

for, verse 28, " In that day shall the Lord defend the inhabi-

tants of Jerusalem ; and he tliat is feeble among them at that

day shall be as David ; and the house of David shall be as

God, as the angel of the Lord before them." Now, let it he

distinctly observed, that it is to he precisely at this very

time,— this time of deliverance— that the general mourning

shall he witnessed among the Jeivs of all classes. Verse 10.

" And I will pour upon the house of David, and ui)on the

inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplica-

tions ; AND TUET SHALL LOOK UPON ME WHO^I THEY HAVE PIERCED,

and they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for his oidg

son • and shall he in hitterness for him, as one is in hitteniess

for his first horn. 11. In thai day shall there be a great
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mourning in Jerusalem, as the mourning of Hadadrimmon in

the valley of Megiddon.* 12. And the land shall mourn ev-

ery family apart ; the family of the house of David apart,f

and their wives apart ; the family of the house of IS"athan

apart, and their wives apart," &c. Chap. xiii. 1 : "In that

day there shall be a fountain opened in the house of David,

and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, for sin and for unclean-

uess."

This surely cannot relate to the general opening of the foun-

tain of salvation for the whole world, which was done at the

death of Christ ; but for that special cleansing which will

then be realized by the guilty, unworthy, but now penitent

Jews. This is the precise time, as described by St. Paul,

Eom. xi. 26, when, at the fullness of the Gentiles, until which

time Jerusalem s^all be trodden down^ (Luke xxi. 24,) and at

which time the blindness shall be removed from the remnant

of Israel ;— " Then there shall come out of Zion the Deliverer^

and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob." Yerse 32.

" For God hath concluded them all in unbelief, that he might

have mercy upon all." And is this, reader, a dej^tli of riches

to you incredible ? Is it a judgment to you unsearchable ?

Is it a way past finding out ? Do not therefore disbelieve it

;

but read the next verse, and see how it appeared to St. Paul.

Yerse 33, " O the depth of the riches, both of the wisdom

and knowledge of God ! How unsearchable are his judg-

ments, and his ways past finding out !"

This is the precise time when God will not only restore

them to their own land, 7iever to le removed again, but will

bring them spiritually to himself. Ezek. xxxvi. 24 : :|:
" For I

will take you from among the heathen, and will gather you

out of all countries, and will bring you into your own land.

25. Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall

* See 2 Kings, xxiii. 29. 2 Chron. xxxv. 24.

I The house of David, and the people of Judah would be distinguishingly

prominent in the general mourning ; for they Avill recollect that the crucified

Messiah was of the tribe of Judah, and of the family of David.

X Read the context, particularly, from the 16th verse, and consider God's

reason for doing so, as declared in verses 21, 22, 32.



298 HAKMONT AND EXTOSITION.

be clean ; from all your filtbiness, and from all your idols,

will I cleanse you. 26. A new heart also will I give you,

and a new spirit will I put within you : and I will take away

the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you a heart

of flesh. 31 . TuEN shall ye remember your own evil ways^ and

your doings that were not good, and shall loatu youkselves ih

YOUK own sight for your iniquities^ and for your ahoraina-

tions. 31. I^'ot for youk sakes do I this, saith the Lord God,

be it known unto you : le ashamed and confounded for your

own icays, O house of Israel."

How perfectly this corresponds with the great mourning,

when all the families shall mourn— not in sight of each other,

but every family apart, in their own sight ! The great mourn-

ing, then, so far as the Jews are concerned, is moitrning over

sin, of which the appearance of their piarced Messiah has

clearly convicted them : their sorrow is a godly sorrow that

worketh repentance unto salvation.*

The reader may not now be prepared to receive this doc-

trine ; but let him not hastily reject it : there is yet much more

proof to be considered. " And they shall see the Son of man
coming in the clouds of heaven.''^

Having already devoted much time to the inconsistencies

and insulhciency of the figurative theory of interpreting this

passage, it will be appropriate now to proceed directly to the

literal teaching of these words.

1. The Son of man will come. There have been thus far

from the beginning of these "last days," or days of the Mes-

siah, some who have been constantly saying, " "Where is the

promise of his coming ?" And, truly, if the " scoffers^'' as St.

Peter calls them, (2 Pet. iii. 3,) have had access to the wri-

tings of the defenders of the figurative theory, they may well

ask, where is the promise ; for even this passage, one of the

most evidently literal, and one <>f the most unmistakable of

all the Scriptures that ])romise his coming, has been, 'of late

years, almost uniformly expounded so as not to mean tlie real

coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. This has been sufficiently

proved in previous chapters. And it has been done, too, by

* See note I, iu the Appon Jix.
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those wlio have professed to believe in his coming, and who
have been obliged to acknowledge that the language and
" costume" of the ideas might have been, and probablv were,

derived from, or suggested by the real coming of the Son of

man. But in relation to the specific jyiwnise of his coming,

they have given occasion to this sneering inquiry of the scof-

fers. The figuratists have, indeed, pointed out some few pas-

sages tJiat could not he conveniently metajphorizecl to mean
something else^ and intimated that those j^assages probably, or

certainly, shoiild be understood literally ; but the scoffer has

not been able to perceive why those passages should be inter-

preted literally, and such passages as the one under notice

figuratively. He has not discovered any rttle for such meth-

ods of interpretation ; and he looks upon it as a system of

guess work, where men, left without any certain guide, are at

liberty to follow their own creeds and fancies. ISTo wonder,

then, that Universalism, and all the other semi-infidel, and

wholly infidel, speculations obtain, which do not look for any

literal, visible, judgment-coming of the Son of man. But the

Son of 7nan loill come. The promise is here, and in very many
portions of both the Old and the N^ew Testaments.

2. The proofs of his coming are too numerous to be quoted in

a work like this. A few of them, however, cannot be out of

place ; for not only do scoffers need to see them, but even he-

lievers, the multitude of them, are so little convinced and im-

pressed with the fact, that they are not "looking for, and

hasting unto the day of the coming of God ;" but are living

so, and are instructed so, that if the day of the Lord should

now come, " as a thief in the night," it would come as a snare

on all them that dwell on the face of the whole earth.

When our Lord ascended to heaven, he went up bodily,

and visibly, and a cloud received him out of sight. Acts i.

10 :
" And while they looked steadfastly toward heaven as

he went up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel

;

[angels, undoubtedly ;] 11. Which also said, Ye men af Gal-

ilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven ? this same Jesus

which is taken up from you, into heaven, shall so come, in

like manner, as ye have seen him go into heaven.''^ If this
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does not toucli unequivocally the reality, personality, and vis-

ibility of the second advent, then it is not in the power of lan-

guage to do it. To the same import is the declaration of St.

Paul, 1 Tliess. iv. IG :
" For the Lord himself shall descend

from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel,

and with the trump of God." Tlie addition of the word
" himself" was perhaps intended so to define and restrict the

meaning of the apostle, that no common perversion could ever

succeed in obscuring the passage.

3. It is admitted by all who believe in the doctrine of the

resurrection, that it will occur at the coming of the Lord Je-

sus. And the reality and the personality of his coming are

just as distinctly taught, as the reality and personality of the

resurrection of the dead. Speaking on this subject, St. Paul

says, (1 Cor. xv. 23,) " Christ the first fruits ; afterwards, they

that are Christ's at his coming^ So Phil. iii. 20 :
" For our

conversation, [^oXiVsufxa,] citisenshvp, is in heaven^from whence

also we looTcfor the Saviour^ the Lord Jesus Christ : 21. Who
shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto

his glorious body." To the same import is the passage before

quoted from 1 Thess. iv. 15-17, where the expressions, "re-

main unto the coming of the Lord^'' " the Lord himself shall

descend from heaven^"* " cauglit up . . in the clouds to meet

the Lord^^^— all are connected with the resurrection of the

dead, and rnust he understood literally.

4. His coming is also spoken of in connection with the as-

sembling and rewarding of his people. Thus, 2 Tliess. ii. 1

:

" Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord

Jesus Christ, and by our gathering together unto him."

Chap. i. 10 :
" When he shall come to be glorified in liis saints."

2 Tim. iv. 10 :
" Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown

of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, shall

give me at that day :* and not to me only, but unto all them

that love his ajypcaring" Titus ii. 13 :
" Looking for that

blessed hope, and the glorious ajypearing of the great God and

our Saviour Jesus Christ." Col. iii. 4 :
" When Christ, who

is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in

* Mentioned in the Ist verse. See it quoted hereafter.



HAKMONY AXD EXPOSITION. 301

glory." 1 John iii. 2 :
" "We know that when he shall appear^

we shall be like him ; for we shall see Mm as he ^5." 1 Thess.

i. 10 :
" And to waitfor his Sonfrom heavenP Chap. ii. 19

:

"For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing ?* Are

not even ye in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at his

comingf Chap. iii. 13 :
" To the end he may establish your

hearts unblamable in holiness before God, even our Father,

at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all his saints."

6. And the coming of Christ is also spoken of in connection

with the judgment of the living and the dead. 2 Tim, iv. 1

:

" I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus

Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead at his appear-

ing and his kingdom." 2 Thess. i. 7 :
" And to you who are

troubled [lie will recompense] rest with us, when the Lord
Jesus shall he revealed from heaven with his mighty angels,

8. In flaming fire, taking vengeance on them that know not

God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ

;

9. Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from
the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power;

10. When he shall come to he glorified in his saints, ^^ &c.

6. This " reveaZ^w^ " of Christ '•from Aeayg^i," this "co;??/-

«7i^" of Christ, this '•'appearing^'' this '' glorious appearing^'*

this " descendingfrom heaven^'' all are spoken of in connection

with what must be regarded as strictly literal, and, of course,

what is affirmed of Christ must, according to all wholesome

rules of interpretation, be explained as literal. Any theory

that would explain away the literality of his coming, as de-

scribed in these, and many other similar passages, could ex-

plain away anything else, and everything else, that is revealed

in the Bible. Yet none of these passages is more evidently

literal, or even as particular in description, as the text at the

head of this chapter.

7. In the parahles which form a continuation of the Lord's

prophetic discourse, the same literal events are predicted and

described, that we find in connection with the many passages

which have been already quoted. For instance, the parable

* They would be seals of their ministry, and stars in their crown of glory

at that day.
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of the chief servant, Matt. xxiv. 45-51. In the case of his

unioatcJifuhiess and im]yr.O])er leJiaviour, as he was saying

" in liis heart, My lord delayetJi his coming. Yerse 50, "The
lord of that servant shall come in a day when fie looTceih not

for him^ and in an hour that he is not aivare of. 51. And
shall cut hi/ii at<under and a-p].)oint his jportion tcith the hyjyO'

crites : there shall he weeping and gnashing of teeth.''''

How perfectly this corresponds with the results of Christ's

judgment-coming, as related in the quotation from 2 Thess.

i. 7-10 ! And it also has the same correspondency with 1

Thess. chap, v., where the apostle continues his discourse

about the coming of the " Lord himself ^' to raise the dead and

change the living. Verse 2 : "For yourselves hioio perfect-

ly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night.

3. For when they shall say. Peace and safety / then sudden

destruction cometh upon them, as travail ujoon a woman with

child ; arid they shall not escape. 4. But ye, brethren, are

not in darkness, that that day should overtake you as a thief.

6. Therefore let us not sleep as do others.; but let ns watch

and be sdherP

Now here are some very remarkable things, which are

worthy of the deepest thought. How came these Thessaloni-

an brethren to hiow perfectly that the day of the Lord, to

raise the dead and change the living, would so come as a thief

in the night ? Tliere is no evidence or intimation that they

learned it from Paul, or from any of the apostles.

The expressions similar to this which are found in Eevela-

tion and the epistles of Peter, were written suljsequently to

this letter to the Thcssalonians. Is it not sufficiently evident

that their perfect knmjoledge of this matter was derived from

our LorWs repeated and varied declarations and illustrations

in the very prophecy which we are examining ? Our Lord

himself used this very illustration of the thief in the night

!

And he also illustrated the unprcparcdncss of the wicked and

the slothful by this very reference to the eating and dnnkijig

with the drunken ! And it was our Lord also who specifical-

ly admonished them to watch for his coming ! And this sud-

den desiruciion from his 2'>resefice, of which Paul speaks, our
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Saviour first set fortli in the destruction of the servant that

did not look and watcli for the coming of his master ! And
the necessity of being in readiness for the coming ofthe Lord^

to receive his people into his presence and glorj, that Paul

speaks of in so many places, was first distinctly taught by our

Lord in his prophetic discourse, by the parable of the ten vir-

gins. He uttered this illustrative parable expressly to enforce

the admonition, " Watch, therefore, for ye know neither the

day nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh." And in

this parable the destinies of the final judgment are distinctly

set forth : As, for example, the midnight cry. Behold, the

Bridegroom cometh! It is in this character that he is repre-

sented as coming at tfie last day. See Eev. xix. 7-9. And
the final separation of characters at the last day, and the clo-

sing up of the day of salvation, are distinctly set forth by the

sequel of the parable.

And the final judgment and rewards and punishments are

distinctly taught in the parable of the servants, as recorded in

connection with the Lord's discourse. Matt. xxv. 14-30.

Tliere was the Lord's departure from his servants, after giving

them their charge. (Yerse 15.) Then, " after a long thne^''

the master returned to recTion with them : that is, to bring

them tojudgment. Tlien, to the faithful, there is the reward,

by exalting them to dominion^ (verse 23,) and entering into

the joy of their lord. Kow, is not this precisely what St.

Paul has taught in some of the passages previously quoted,

where the whole is associated with the return of the Lord Je-

sus^ the awakening of the dead^ and the receiving of the saints

into glory with himself? And so, likewise, with the final

punishment of the wicked, when he comes in glory, as it is

set forth in the parable, (verse 30,) by casting the unprofita-

ble servant into outer darkness, from the presence of the Lord

and the glory of his power.

It appears evident that this very prophecy of our Lord., in

connection with theparalles which are comlined with it, form-

ed the great text book from which the apostles andprimitive

Christians mainly derived, not only their doctkines, lut their

iLLusTEATioNSj of the secoud advent and the destinies that
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shall result ! And thus was fulfilled our Lord's avowed in-

tention of keeping his words before the church in all ages :

"And what I say unto you^ I say unto all : watch !"

NoiL\ let it he distinctly noticed and remenibered^ that our

Lord himself applied these very parables to his sec(jxd coming !

Let the reader open to the twenty-fifth of Matthew, and ex-

amine the connections between the preceding and tlie succeed-

ing statements of his coming. The parables hegin in connec-

tion with predictions of his coming, (verse 42,) and they close

at verse 30 ; then comes the formal application : verse 31

:

" When the Son of man shall come in his glory ^ and all the

holy angels with him^ then shall he sit upon the throne of his

glory : 32. And hefore him shall he gathered all nations ;

and he, shall separate them onefrom another^ as a shepherd dir

videth his sheepfro^n the goatsP This is not a merely tem2:)oral

judgment ; it is the determination and execution of eternal

destinies. Verse 34, " Then shall the Mng"^ say unto them

on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the

kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world."

Verse 41, "Tlien shall he say unto them on the left hand,

Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for

the devil and his angels." Verse 46, " And these shall go

away into everlasting punishment ; but the righteous into

life eternaV Thus closes this wonderful prophetic discourse.

Beginning with events which occurred soon after his ascen-

sion, the Lord has given an unbroken, though— of necessity

— a very brief account of the principal events, relevant to the

inquiries which originated the discourse, during the long

lapse of time from his ascension to heaven, in his Mediatorial

oflEice, to his descending again, in his kingly dignity.f

Tliis, then, is the coming of which he speaks in the text

now under comment. " And they shall see the Son of man
coming in the clouds of heaven, with power and great glory."

In Rev. i. 7, we find his coming described in almost the same

words. And, in truth, the scene is evidently the same. " Be-

*The Son of man, when he comes in hie kingdom, comes in his kingli/ char*

•cter. So it is described in many other places. See Dan. vii. 13, 14.

f See Note J, in the Appendix.
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hold, lie cometli with clouds : and every eye shall see him

:

and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him !"

Let it he distinctly remembered, too, that this passage in

Eevelation was written after the destruction of Jeru&alem^ and

it cannot, therefore, have any reference to that event. No-

thing is more easily and indubitably proved from authentic

history.

The reader has been detained a long time in the examina-

tion of our text. But this subject is of too much consequence

to be passed over in a hurry. Besides, it was supposed that

this method of elucidating the passage, by comparing it with

others, would be more successful than any other. All this la-

bor might have been dispensed with, however, if the wisdom
of men had not been virtually exalted above the wisdom of

God, in the present common methods of interpreting this part

of our Lord's prophecy.

In this Treatise it has been the constant aim of the author

to speak " as the oracles of God ;" and by appeals " to the

law and to the testimony," to call attention more to the words

of Inspiration, and less to the sayings of men.
£0
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CHAPTER XIII.

Princij>al s^ibject— Gatiieking tiie Elect. Heview of vari-

ous Expositions.

Applied by some to the Escape of Christians from Judea— Objection founded

on the Chronology of the Events— Objection from its being unwarranted

by the Language of the Text— Also from its conflict with Christ's owu
Declaration— DifFurcnce between the Comment objected to and the Word:?

of Christ— Encouragement of Sceptics— Tlie passage applied to the Call

of the Gentiles— Review— Misapplication of Texts— Erroneous Impres-

sion— The Issue taken— Limitation of the Gospel to the Jews— When the

Gentiles were called— How extensively the Gospel prevailed previously

to the Fall of Jerusalem— St. Paul's Testimony— Eusebius*— Mosheim's—
Surprising Statement— "When the Gospel Kingdom began— Result of tlie

Fall of Jerusalem— State of the Church subsequently — Professor Stuart's

Opinions— His method and spirit of treating the passage— Is it a literal

Trumpet?— Extremities of the Heavens— Whence are the Elect to be

gathered?— Difference between Accuracy and Literality— God's Trum-
pet— Can the Dead hear?— Illustrations.

Verse 3L And tuen suall he send his a>gels, with a great sound of a

TRUMPET, AND THEY SHALL GATHER TOGETHER HIS ELECT FROM THE FOUR WINDS,

[Mark : from the uttermost part of the earth,] from one end of heaven to

THE other.

Those who sec nothing but Jerusalem and the Jews, or

other things relating to the Roman war, in the prophetic

scenery so impressively portrayed in this j)art of the prophecy,

must, of necessity, interpret this vei-se so as to mean some-

thing exceedingly different from what it aj)j)ea?'s to mean, and

what no man woidd ever be likely to suppose, if he had not

a favorite and troublesome theory to sustain. And it is truly

painful to observe the for-fetchcd, unauthenticated explana-

tions which the defenders of the figurative theory have given

to this passage. According to some, " It means, that God
shall send forth his messengers— wliatever he may cht.ose to

employ for tliat purpose— sign.«, wonders, human messengers,

or the angels themselves, and gather Christians into a place

of safety, so that they shall not be destroyed with the Jews."
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"Will tlie reader do liimself the favor to read the passage of

wliich this quotation is designed to be, in part, at least, an

exposition ?

The author from whose comment the quotation is coj^ied,

appears himself to have had little or no confidence in the ex-

position which he adopted, for he immediately adds, " If it

refers to the last judgment, as it doubtless in a primary or

secondary sense does, then it means that he will send his

angels to gather his chosen, his elect, together from all places.

This shall be done before the living are changed."

How exceedingly and uncomfortably indefinite to minds

bewildered by an erroneous theory, must appear this definite,

unfigurative prediction ! First, suppose it to refer to an

occurrence that is no more described by it than almost any

other in the history of mankind. Then, unsatisfied with the

palpable inconsistency of that explanation, introduce, with a

significant if^ a sup]30sition that it may refer, either in a pri-

mary or secondary sense, to the last judgment

!

As this is a common method of treating this passage, it is

worthy, for that reason, to receive a little attention. That

Christians are sometimes entitled " the elect," is certainly

true. Tliat they will be finally collected together, and by the

angels, too, is just as certain. But that the passage refers, in

any sense, to the escape of Christians from the calamities that

befell the Jews, is most distinctly denied. It is utterly with-

out proof.

The same commentator remarks on another page, that " it

might here refer to deliverance granted to his people in the

calamities of Jerusalem. It is said there is reason to believe

that not one Christian perished in the destruction of the city,

God having in various ways secured their escape, so that they

fled to Pella, where they dwelt when the city was destroyed."

]S"ow, to such an application of the text, whether adopted in

full, or in part, it is appropriate to object

:

(1.) It violates the chronological order of the discourse ; for

the gathering of the elect is to take j)lace after the coming of
the Son of nnan^ which is itself to bo after the darlcening of
the luminaries^ which darkening is to occur a.fter the tribula-
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tion of those days. And it is certain that the tribulation of

those days was brought down to the siege and overthrow of

Jerusalem. This was so understood by the very commenta-

tor whose language is above quoted ! How, then, can this

gathering of the elect refer to any period previous to the

siege, so as to save Christians from suffering that siege, and

yet not occur until some time afterwards ?

Does the author referred to, and others adopting the same

method of exposition, really mean that they should be gath-

ered together, and delivered from the sufferings of the siege,

after the siege icas ])ast, and the trihidation of those days

inded ? Can it be possible, either that they should not per-

ceive, or, perceiving, nevertheless adopt, such a palpable

inconsistency ? ,IIow can it be explained that writei*s of the

greatest capacity hare entertained such a view of this gather-

ing of the elect ?

(2.) Another objection to this interpretation is, that it is

utterly unwarranted by the language it professes to explain.

Our Lord declares that he would " send his angels^ with a

great sound of a trumjpet^'' for the purpose of gathering his

elect. Xow, what was there in the escape of the disciples

from Jerusalem that deserves to be called the sending of the

angels, and the great sound of a trumpet ? By what rule of

interpretation do we apply such definite language to anything,

and to everything that any and every one may fancy ? Did

our Lord mean anything ? or did he speak entirely at random,

using definite terms without any particular intention ? If by
angds, and a great sound of a trumpet, notliing especial was

meant, then let it be so understood, and let this method of

inter^iretation be a])plied also to other prophecies, and see

what would become of the Bible.

(3.) A third objection to this interpretation is, that it flatly

contradicts the repeated, unequivocal statement of the Lord

liimself Ilis statement is, that the gathering of the elect

should be ''from the four icinds, from the xdtermost part of
the earth, from one end of heaven to the oth^irP If this does

not teach that the gathering should be from, all p>arts of the

habltaUe globe, then it is not in the power of language to do
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it. But what says the explanation which is objected to?

"Why, it says it was a gathering together from Jerusalem—
a single city— or, at most, from Judea ! And this is an

interpretation of the Saviour's language ! Su23pose such lib-

erties should be taken with almost any other part of the

Scriptures ; would it not awaken the remonstrances of the

disciples of Christ everywhere ?

In addition to this objection, it may be replied, also, that

the escape of Christians from Judea and Jerusalem was not a

gathering, but a dispersion. It is true that some of them,

probably quite a proportion, fled to Pella beyond Jordan.

But it appears from history, and also from the direction of

Christ, that— not Christians only, but many others— fled

" to the mountains^'' and there lived as best tjiey could in the

dens and vallies of the hilly regions, that were not likely to

be visited by the Eoman armies. And there their suflerings

were so great that " for the elect's sake those days were

shortened.'' And yet this flight and dispersion of Christians

and others, from a single city or country, in obedience to

Christ's own personal advice, without any imusual voice, mes-

sage, or means,— this is what we are to understand by send-

ing " his angels, with a great sound of a trumpet, to gather

together the elect from the four winds, from the uttermost

part of the earth, from one end of heaven to the other !

"

Yerily, the figurative theory is very liberal and accommoda-

ting ! And this is the method of interpreting one of the most

momentous, definite, systematic, and unfigurative prophecies

of the Bible ! Xo wonder that sceptics and infidels cavil at

a book that receives such treatment from its professed friends!

There is another method of explaining this gathering of the

elect, which is, if possible, more objectionable than the for-

mer ; because it is not only inadequate, and unauthentic, but

positively inconsistent with sound theology. It is stated by
Xewton on the Prophecies, p. 363, thus :

" This is all [the

verse before us] in the style and phraseology of the proj^hets,

and stripped of its figures, meaneth only, that after the de-

struction of Jerusalem, Christ by his angels or ministers will

gather to himself a glorious church out of all the nations under
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heaven. Tlie Jews shall be thrust out, as he expresses him-

self in another place, (Luke xiii. 28, 29,) ' and they shall come

from the east, and from the west, and from the north, and

from the south ; and shall sit down in the kingdom of God.'

No one ever so little versed in history needeth to be told, that

the Christian religion spread and prevailed mightily after this

period ; and hardly any one thing contributed more to the

success of the gospel than the destruction of Jerusalem, fall-

ing out in the very manner and with the very circumstances

so particularly foretold by our blessed Saviour."

This is the other branch of the figurative theory of inter-

preting this verse ; and it is met with in several of our most pop-

ular Commentaries, somewhat modijfied, it is true, but essen-

tially the same.^ Dr. Clarke, for example, comments thus

:

" 31. He shall semi his angels^ Tojj ayyi'ko-og^ his messengers, the

apostles, and their successors in the Christian ministry.

With a great sound of a trumjyet^ Or, a loud-sounding trum-

])et— the earnest, affectionate call of the gosj)el of peace, life,

and salvation. Shall gather together his eleci] The Gentiles^

who were now chosen, or elected, in the place of the rebellious,

obstinate Jeivs, according to our Lord's prediction, Matt. viii.

11, 12, and Luke xiii. 28, 29. For the children of the I'lng-

dom, (the Jeios, who were horn with a legal right to it, but had

now finally forfeited that right by their iniquities,) should le

thrust out. It is worth serious observation, that the Christian

religion spread and prevailed miglitily after this j^eriod : and

nothing contributed more to the success of the gospel, than

the destruction of Jerusalem happening in the very time and

manner, and with the very circumstances so particulary fore-

told by our Lord. It was after this 2>eriod that the kingdom

of Christ began, and his reign was established in almost every

part of the world."

It would be difficult to find a paragraph of the same length

ihat contains more of truth and more of error than the quota-

tion from Newton, as modified and extended by Dr. Clarke.

To reject wholly, would be rejecting important evangelical

truths. To receive it as it is found in their works, would be

receiving impressions entirely at variance with Scripture and
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authentic liistorj. The texts referred to are totally misapplied,

and the things asserted, respecting the spread of the gospel,

without being altogether false, are, nevertheless, untrue in the

impression which tliey are calculated to produce in the mind.

And as for the remark, that " it was after this iKviod that tlie

hingdorii of Christ hegan^'' it is totally at variance with the

express teachings of the Scriptures, and just as contradictory

to Dr. Clarke's own commenting in other places.

In reviewing this singular, yet very common explanation,

it may be observed, First, That the imiyression which the

statement concerning the spread of the gospel is calculated to

produce, is, that previous to the overthrow of the Jewish na-

tion, the gospel was quite limited in its success, and confined

mostly, or entirely, to the Jews ; but that after the fall of Je-

Tusalein, the gospel was extended to the Gentiles, and for the

first time, spread to all the nations of the earth. By the an-

gels \'$> understood "the apostles and their successors." By
the trumpet, " the earnest, afi'ectionate call of the gospel of

peace." By the elect, " the Gentiles, who were noio chosen, or

elected, in place of the obstinate, rebellious Jews." By send-

ing the angels to gather the elect, " meaneth only, that

after the destruction of Jerusalem, Christ by his angels or

ministers will gather to himself a glorious church out of all

nations under heaven."

Now, if such an interpretation has any propriety or force,

it must arise from the consideration, that, previously to the

fall of Jerusalem, the apostles had not been sent to the Gen-

tiles ; for this is intended to explain " Then shall he send his

angels," &c. And it has to be supposed, likewise, that, pre-

viously to the time mentioned above, the gospel trumpet had
not been sounded in the remote portions of the earth ; for

this is intended to explain the gathering of the elect " from

the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other."

We may now come understandingly to the issue, in refer-

ence to the point before us.

This whole impeession is totally at variance avith the

facts in the case.

1. In relation to the supposition of ^ho, previous limitation
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of the go-'^2^el to the Jeios. ISTotliing is more clearlj tanglit in

the Scriptures, than that, long previously to the fell ofJeru-
salem, the gospel trumpet was extensively and eiFectually

employed in gathering in the Gentile nations. After Peter

had used the key of the kingdom, in the admission of Corne-

lius and his family, the door was effectually oj^ened for the

ingathering of the Gentiles. To whom was St. Paul espe-

cially commissioned to go? Was it not to the Gentiles?

"What did he mean by affirming that the middle wall of par-

tition was broken down, and that the Gentiles were no more
aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, but fellow citizens

with the saints, and of the household of God ? And who
were the Romans, the Corinthians, the Galatians, the Ephe-

sians, the Philippians, the Colossians the Thessalonians, and

those who composed the great body of the churches during

the apostolic age ? Were they not generally Gentiles ? Yet
all this was jn-evious to the fall of Jerusalem. To convey

the impression, then, that the call of the Gentiles was de-

ferred until after that event, is directly at variance with the

Scriptures. Yet on this sui:)position depends almost the en-

tire relevancy and force of the usual exposition of the text

before us.

2. As to the other implied supposition, that it was not until

after the destruction of the city, that the gospel trumpet was
sounded in the distant portions of the world,— it is equally

at variance with the Scriptures, and directly opposed to au-

thentic history. St. Paul, who died several 3'ears before the

Koman war, yet lived to write, (Pom. x. 18 :)
" But I say,

Have they not heard ? Yes, verily, tiikir souxd went into

ALL THE EARTH, AND TIIETR WORDS UNTO THE ENDS OF THE WORLD."

Again, (Colos. i. 5-6 :)
" Whereof ye heard before in the

word of the truth of the gospel, which is come unto you, as

IT IS IN ALL THE WORLD." In tlic 23d vcrsc he declares dis-

tinctly, that the gospel which they had heard " was rREACiiED

TO EVERY CREATURE UNDER HEAVEN." Yet tllis WaS bcfoTC the

fall of Jerusalem.

That these passages mean just what they say, as to the gen-

eral extent of the gospel call, is proved by unimpeachable
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liistoric testimony. Eusebins says, B. 3. chap. 1, "But the

lioly aj)ostles and disciples of our Saviour, Jmji/ scattered (/oer

the whole worlds Thomas, according to tradition, received Par-

thia as his allotted region ; Andrew received Scythia ; and

John Asia ; where, after continuing for some time, he died at

Ephesus. Peter appears to have preached through Pontus,

Galatia, Bythinia, Cappadocia, and Asia, to flie Jews * that

were scattered abroad." " Why should we speak of Paul,

spreading the gospel of Christ from Jerusalem to Illyricum,

and finally suffering martyrdom at Rome under IS^ero V f
Mosheim, also, referring to the apostolic age, speaks thus

distinctly, Part 1, cha]). 4 :
" And when they had exercised

their ministry, during several years, at Jerasalem, and brought

to a sufHcient degree of consistence and maturity the Chris-

tian churches which were founded in Palestine and the adja-

cent countries, they extended their views, carried the divine

lamp of the gospel to all the nations of the world, and saw

their labors crowned almost everywhere luith the most ahundant

fruits.'''' Again— "The apostles, having finished their work

at Jerusalem, went to diffuse their labors among other nations^

visited with that intent a great fart of the Tc7ioion world, and

in a short time planted a vast numher of churches among the

Gentiles."''

Once more— " WJien we consider the rapid spre^vd of

Christianity.among -THE Gentile NATIONS," &c. I'lc Still spcaks

of the apostolic labors, previous to the destruction of Jerusa-

lem. Here is still another— " The event sufficiently declares

this ; for, without those remarkable and extraordinary circum-

stances, no rational account can be given of the rapidpropa-

gation of the gospel throughout the world." Again— " Such

then were the true causes of that amazing rapidity with which

the Christian religion spread itself upon the earth.'"

And all this was previously to the destruction of Jerusa-

lem. What, then, becomes of the supposition, that the gos-

* Peter, it seems, was especially the apostle to the Jews, as was Paul to the

Gentiles.

f The historian asks, Wliy should we speak of this? It was so universally

known and considered, that it seemed unnecessary to repeat it.
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pel trumpet was not sounded among the Gentile nations until

after the fall of Jerusalem ? It amounts to nothing ; or, ra-

ther, it amounts to a palpable contradiction of both Scripture

and history. Who can deny this conclusion ?

3. These testimonies from the Scriptures and from history

also utterly overthrow the strange notion of Dr. Clarke, that

the Gentiles were not chosen or elected^ until after the fall of

Jerxisaleni. This sentiment he expresses in these words—
" Shall gather together his elect— the Gentiles^ who were now
chosen or elected, in place of the rebellious, obstinate Jews, ac-

cording to our Lord's j)i"ediction, Matt. viii. 11, 12, and Luke

xiii. 28, 29."

The Doctor was now, of course, as the whole connections

show, referring to the period after thefall of Jerusalem. He
also adds this most surprising declaration— " It was after

this period that the kingdom of Christ began, and his reign

was established in almost every part of the world." How
such a notion could consist with any proper idea of the king-

dom of Christ, it is not easy to comprehend. Does the king-

dom of Christ, sj^oken of in this connection, mean the gospel

dispensation? Then, certainly, it began previously to the

fall of Jerusalem. It was preached as being " at hand," at

the beginning of our Lord's ministry. And he himself de-

clared. Matt. xii. 28 :
" If I by the finger of God cast out

devils, then the Idngdom of God is come unto yoii.''^ St. Paul

declared to the Colossians, that they had heen translated into

the kingdom of Christ. Col. i. 13. The whole tenor of IS^ew

Testament teaching implies that the Mediatorial or gospel

kingdom was begun, at the latest, as soon as the Lord Jesus,

being exalted at the right hand of the Father, had shed forth

the spirit at Pentecost.

Does the kingdom of Christ, as thus used, mean the church

under the gospel disjDensation ? Then, of course, it must

have begun as soon as the church Avas duly organized ; Avhich

was certainly eftected long before the fall of Jerusalem. If

not, how CDuld the apostles have gone into all the world, as

they certainly did, preaching the gospel unto all nations, and

jratlierinix vast multitudes into churches? To maintain tlie
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notion liere objected to, respecting the beginning of the king-

dom, and the time of choosing the Gentiles to be fellow-citi-

zens with the saints, and of the household of God, (Eph. ii.

19,) absolutely requires that we should give up, not only all

authentic historical testimony, and several distinct declara-

tions of the Scriptures, but also our established doctrines re-

lating to the nature of the gos])el kingdom, and the time and

method of establishing the Christian dispensation. And
nothing but the saddest bewilderment by an erroneous theory

of exegesis could have led such generally excellent and able

divines into such inconsistent, unscriptural notions respecting

some of the plainest teachings of the xs^ew Testament.

4. And to represent, too, that immediately after, and in

consequence of, the destruction of Jerusalem, the church be-

gan anew its extension and triumphs, so as to justify the rep-

resentation of " the7i " sending abroad the angels into all the

world, is not only without any proof from Scripture or histo-

ry, but contradictory to both. The most that can be gathered

from history merely shows that the gospel continued to pre-

vail during the second century, as it had, with " amazing ra-

pidity," as Mosheim has it, prevailed over the world during

the apostolic age. There was no heginyiing of an era in re-

spect to this matter ; no " then," after the fall of the city, to

correspond with the language of the j)rophecy. There was

nothing 72^?^?, or noticeable, in the labors or success of the church,

to correspond with the distinctly marked " then "in the words

of Christ.

Besides, both Scripture and history show that fearful back-

sliding and heresy aifected the church, at the very time that

it is claimed to have spread with such rapidity, after the fall

of Jerusalem. The letters to the seven churches in Asia show

how it was in that quarter ; and the history of that period speaks

of numberless heresies and calamities that corrupted and

crippled the church. Mosheim treats particularly of the va-

rious causes of the rapid sjDread of the gospel, not only before,

but after, the fall of the city ; but so far as the author has

been able to discover, he has in no way affirmed or intimated

that the destruction of Jerusalem had any influence in pro-
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moting the prosperity of the church. Probably there cannot

be found a single clear testimony to prove such an assump-

tion. AVhat then becomes of all these confident affirmations

in regard to the unparalleled extension of the church, after,

and in consequence of, the fall of Jerusalem ? And what is

there to justify the common method of expounding the text

before us, by applying it in this manner ? Let him answer

who can.

Before proceeding to the true interpretation of the text, it

may be expedient to notice the method and manner of Profes-

sor Stuart's treatment of the -passage, in the BiblioihecaSacra,

July, 1S52.

But let the reader first notice, and distinctly remember, the

varied, yet definite, expressions of the prophecy, and then

read the irreverent criticisms, or cavilings, perhaps, of the

Professor.

^^And he sliall, send Ms angels with the loud sound of a

trumjpet. The angels are always at his bidding, ' swift to do

his will.' ~Q\\ti\ie trumpet? A literal one 'i And the fme.^

Is it at the general judgment? Then how can the literal

sound of a trumpet reach the ears of the unnumbered dead,

who have slept in dust for thousands of years ? The bare idea,

if literally taken, is of course a manifest absurdity." Again :

^'-And they shall gather together, his elect, from the four

winds, from the extremities of the heavens unto their extremi-

ties. From the four winds, means, from every direction.

Four points constituted the whole compass of the Hebrews.

But what literally are the extremities of the heavens ? Do
the elect live there, so as to be summoned from those places?

or have they died, and then been buried there ? The extrem-

ities of the heavens, if literally, would be, we hardly know

where. The fixed stars are a part of the Hebrew heavens
;

and can our text moan from their extremities ? Surely not.

Tlie phrase merely means, from one extremity of the earth to

the opposite one, wherever the elect may be found ; at least,

it means so, in case a universal gathering is meant here. I

suppose Mark has explained it by tlie saying :
' From the ex-

tremity of the land, to the extremity of lieaven. But is the
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gathering together io be interpreted as literal f Or, does it

mean, the aifording to tlieni an assylum or place of refuge

from the evils which would overtake the wicked,* like the

promise that the Messiah should ' gather the lambs in his arms,

and cany them in his bosom'? Isa, xL 11." Again— "Fi-

nally, the elect are to be gathered ' from (sx, out of) the four

winds.' Are there, in point of fact, no more than four ? And
if literality be insisted on, then we may ask wdiether the elect

live in those winds, and so are to be gathered out of them ?"

And again, resuming his quibbling on the expression, from

the extremities of the heavens,— and showing, very truly,

how the Hebrews commonly used such terms,— "After all

these explanations and modifications, we may now ask : What
can be the meaning of literally gathering the elect from the

very extremities of the earth and the heavens? Do they—
will they live at the Arctic and Antarctic poles ? These are

extremities, indeed ; but not such ones as will be inhabit-

ed, methinks, when the trumpet shall sound for the assembling

of the elect."

ISTow, what does all this quibbling about our Lord's own
language amount to, but to show that the author of it was

resolutely bent on maintaining the figurative tlieory of inter-

pretation, at all hazards ; even to the almost— if not quite—
ridiculing of the very idea of any literal gathering of the elect,

even at the final coming of Christ ? lie does not seem to have

had the faintest idea that there is any diflerence between lifr

erality and scientific accuracy.

Suppose we adopt the method of interpreting fi,giiratively

all the expressions in the Bible that do not quite comport with

modern scientific accuracy / what would become of God's rev-

elation to men ? There would be nothing left of it, unless it

might be the bare skeleton ; and that would be all dislocated

and shattered into fragments.

Tlie question is not, what may the language be made to

mean, or what would it import in a ^professedly and rigidly

scientific treatise^ but what was the common understanding

* He \inderstood the gathering of the elect to refer, some how or other, to

events subsequent to the destruction of Jerusalem.
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cmd use of the language in colloquial discourse. TVith this

consideration, there was not only no indefiniteness, no impro-

priety, no dcj^arture from the usual LrrEKAL use and under-

standing of the same language^ but, on tlie otlier liand, our

Lord conformed both to the scriptural, collofjuial, and histori-

cal use of such language, where figurativeness— in the proper

sense of the terra— is altogether out of the question. The

same quibbling with any other book would be deemed inex-

cusable. And as it relates to the almost scoffing at the idea

of a trumpet being employed in the final gathering of the

elect, because, forsooth, he does not understand " how the lit-

eral sound of a trumpet can reach the ears of the unnumbered

dead, who have slept in dust for thousands of years— the

bare idea of which, if taken literally, is of course a manifest

absurdity;"— as to this matter, it is only necessary to say,

that the Scriptures declare that it will he so, and the declara-

tion is in those portions that even Prof. /Stuart did not dare to

interjyret figuratively.

Take, for example, 1 Cor, xv. 51 :
" Behold, I show you a

mystery : We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed,

62. In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last tkump
;

FOR THE TRUMPET SHALL SOUND, and the dcad shall he raised

incorruptihle, and we shall he changed.''^ 1 Tliess. iv. 16 :
" For

the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with

the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God ; and

the dead in Christ shall risefirsts

But the Professor did not see how the literal sound of a

trumpet was going to wake the "unnumbered dead, who have

slept in dust for thousands of years."

Lideed ! But can he comprehend how the blowing of rams

horns overthrew the walls of Jericho ? Or how Moses'' rod

brought a river out of a flinty rock ? Or how the same rod,

held in one position, caused Israel to prevail ; held in anoth-

er position, let Amalek ? Or, to come a little nearer to our

own times, can he explain how the carpenter's son opened the

eyes of the blind Avith a little moistened clay? Or how he

restored defective and missing members by a touch of his

finger? Besides all this, did lie properly consider the differ-
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ence 'between " iJie trump of God," and a common trumpet,

—

a military trumpet, for instance, or a dinner horn ?

There is doubtlessly as much difference between the tpwnpct

of God and the trumpets of men ^ as between the voice of God
and a human voice. What can a magi's voice do ? Some-

thing, certainly ; it can gather a battalion of soldiers around

an uplifted standard ; or give direction to a war-ship upon the

deep. But (Ps. xxix.) " The voice of the Lord is upon the

waters. The voice of the Lord is powerful. The voice of

the Lord is full of majesty. The voice of the Lord breaketh

the cedars
;

yea, the cedars of Lebanon. The voice of the

Lord divideth the flames of fire. The voice of the Lord sha-

keth the wilderness
;
yea, the Lord shaketh the wilderness of

Kadesli." When there was no sun, and no light, and no world,

God tried his voice. " He S2:)ake, and it was done ; He com-

manded, and it stood fiist !" "And God said. Let there be

light, and there was light !" " By the word of the Lord

were the heavens made ; and all the host of them by the

breath of his mouth !

"

]!Tow, if any man will undertake to calculate the nature and

power of the divine trumpet, by association with the instru-

ments used by man, why not do the same with respect to

God's voice, and God's word?

But the Professor met with another difficulty: "Is it a

literal trumpet, one literally heard by sleeping dust and ashes

of countless millions ? That would be a \QYyforcihle exege-

sis, which should give literal ears and hearing to lifeless dust.''''

Astonishing ! Well, now, it would be useless to engage in a

logomachy about this matter ; and, as facts are stubborn

things, suppose we test this matter by facts. Tlie thing to be

ascertained is, wdiether " lifeless dust" can hear a literal voice.

K so, perhaps " lifeless dust" might hear a trumpet, provided

the same being should use it. " Lazarus, come forth !" Will

the Professor please ascertain whether this " lifeless dust" had

literal ears to hear that literal voice ? Let us try again :
" Ta-

LiTHA-cuMi !
" Did that dead child hear that voice ? But

there must be literal ears in order to hear a literal voices or a

trumpet /
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'Well, let US try the loinds and the waves. " Peace ! Be
STILL !

" AVhether the wild winds, and the Galilean waters

liad literal ears to hear that literal voice, is the question.

Notwithstanding the irreverent quibbling that has provoked

these few remarks, is it not enough for us to know that " the

hour is coming in lohich all that are in their graves

SHALL hear his VOICE, and shall come fortK'' % "Whether " life-

less dust" will have literal ears^ or not, is but of little conse-

quence, provided they hear, and live. 13ut this method of

caviling and quibbling with sacred things is deserving of uni-

versal reprehension.

CHAPTER XIV.

Principal sidiject— Gatherlng the Elect.

Tlie True Exposition— A Universal Gathering—Who are the Elect?—Ap-

plied to believing Gentiles— Scripture Proofs— Election of the Gentiles—
To what Privileges— For Avhat Picasou— Applied to the Israelites— Scrip-

ture Proofs— Reason of their Election— Chosen as a People— By an ever-

lasting Covenant— They should be preserved Forever— St. Paul's View—
Two great Divisions of the Elect— Relation of the two— Relation of the

two-fold Gathering—How the dead will be Gathered— Design of the Res-

urrection—Hope of the ancient Saints—Who will be raised at the first

Resurrection —The Elect in two Conditions— God's purpose to gather them

all—When — Whore—Why— How— Views of the Apostolical Church—
Gathering of those who will be alive at the coming of the Lord— Tlie final

Assembly— Examples of Gathering of the Elect— Design of the Transfig-

uration on the Mount

Verse 31. And ue shall send nis angels with a great sound of a trumtet,

AND THKT SHALL GATUER TOGETHER HIS ELECT FROM THE FOUR WINDS, FROM ONE END

OF HEAVEN TO THE OTHER.

The more agreeable labor remains, of giving the true in-

terpretation of this passage. And this will be done princi-

pally by referring, wuth a few observations, to other portions

of the Scriptures which apply to the same subject. For hav-
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ing shown the palpable iuconsistency and untenableness of

the common figurative interpretation, it is not necessary to

linger in this part of the labor. It would be much easier to

amplify the subject to a volume, than to condense it to a sin-

gle chapter. The gathering of the elect will be one of the

most astonishing and glorious transactions of the closing up

of the present, and opening of the coming, dispensation. The
text clearly teaches a universal gathering of the elect, for in.

the most emphatic manner, according to the Hebrew idiom,

it afiirms that they will be brought in from all directions and

from all distances.

But who aee intended by the Elect ?
"' To the law and

to the testimony."

First, That true hdievcrs among the Gentiles are entitled

the Elect, is too plainly and too frequently taught in the

Scriptures to be called in question by any one. St. Paul's

epistle to the Ephesians— who were mostly Gentiles— fully

sets this matter forth to the comprehension of all. Chap. i.

3 :
" Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,

%vho hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly

places in Christ. 4. According as he hath chosen us in him,

before the foundation of the world, that we sliould be holy

and without blame before him in love. 5. Having predesti-

nated us unto the adojHion of children hy Jesus Christ to him-

self, according to the good pleasure of his will." ChajD. ii.

11 :
" "Wherefore, remember that ye being in time past Gen-

tiles in the flesh, who are called Uncircumcision by that which

is called the Circumcision in the flesh made by hands; 12.

That at that time ye were w^ithout Christ, being aliens from

the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants

of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world.

13. But now, in Christ Jesus, ye, who sometimes were far off,

are made nigh by the blood of Christ. 11. For he is our

peace, who hath made both [Jews and Gentiles] one, and hath

broken down the middle wall of partition between us ; 15.

Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, (the law of com-

mandments in ordinances,) for to make in himself of twain

one new man, so making peace ; 16. And that he might rec-

21
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oncile botli [Jews and Gentiles] imto God in one body [tlie

churcli, -vvbicli is the body of Christ] by the cross, [by his

sacrificial death on the cross,] having slain the enmity there-

by : 17. And came and preached peace unto you [Gentiles]

that were afar off, and to them [Jews] that were nigh. 18. For

through him we both [Jews and Gentiles] have access by one

spirit unto the Father. 19. Now, therefore, ye are no more

strangers and foreigners, but fellow-citizens with the saints,

and of the household of God." [God's family or people.]

Chap. iii. 5 :
" Which in other ages [former times] was not

made known unto the sons of men, [generally] as it is now
revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit

;

6. That the Gentiles should be fellow heirs, and of the same

l)ody, [the church] and ^partuJiers of Ms teomise in Cukist l>y

the gosi)elP

Tliese long quotations have not been selected on account of

their having the v^ord election, or elect, brought out with

prominence ; but because the identical thing called election

is so fully set forth and described with reference to its fact^

nature, and ajpjplication to the Gentiles. And because, like-

wise, it so clearly represents their election as being of the

same nature and intention, with reference to salvation by

Christ, as the election of the Jews.

Their election to salvation was through Christ. Hence Paul

wrote to the [Gentile] Galatians, (iii. 29,) " And if ye be

Chrisfs, then are ye AJyrahaiTibS [spiritual] seed, and heirs

according to the jyromiseP As just quoted above, (verse 6,)

" That the Gentiles should be . . . . -. jyartakers

of his PEOiiisE in Christ, by the gospel." Hence Paul could

say to the Thessalonians, (1 Thess. i. 4,) " Knowing, breth-

ren beloved, your election of God.'''' And, (2 Thess. ii. 13,)

" But wc are bound to give thanks always to God for 2/^
brethren beloved in the ]!.ord, because God hath from the be-

ginning chosen you to salvation, through sanctitication of the

Spirit, and belief of the truth." So he could say to the Col-

ossians, (iii. 12,) "Put on, therefore, as the elect of God,

holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness," &c. In the

same way could Peter (1 Pet. i. 1,) say to the " strangers scat-
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tered abroad tlirongliout Pontiis, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia,

and Bjtliinia," verse 2, " Elect according to the foreknowl-

edge of God tlie Father, through sanctification of the Spirit,

nnto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesns Christ."

Chap. ii. :
" But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priest-

hood, an holy nation,* a peculiar people ; that ye should show

forth the praises of him who hath called yon out of darkness

^into his marvellous light : 10. Which in time past were not

a people, hut are now the jpeople of God j which had not ob-

tained mercy^ Ijid now have obtained mercy. ''"' This harmoni-

zes with the words of Paul. Rom. ix. 2J: :
" Even us whom

he hath called^ not of the Jews only, but also of the Gen-

tiles : 25. As he saith also in Osee, [Hosea ii. 23,]f I will

call them My people, which were not my people ; and her

beloved, which was not beloved."

This election of the Gentiles was distinctly taught in the

great apostolic council at Jerusalem, which was convened on

the occasion of the conversion of multitudes of Gentiles.

Acts XV. 13 :
" And after they had held their peace, James

answered them, saying, Men and brethren, hearken unto me.

14. Simeon [Simon Peter] hath declared how God at the first

[in the case of Cornelius] did visit the Gentiles, to take out

OF THEM A people FOR HIS NA^iE." [To be Called by his name.]

Tliese many passages (and there are many others) sufficiently

show that believers among the Gentiles are, to all intents, the

jyeojple of God j they are chosen, elected, brought into cove-

nant relations, ^xq jpartal'ers of the ijromise made unto thefa-

thers, are Abraham^s sjnritual children, and heirs of a heav-

enly inheritance. Among the elect who are to be gathered

from all directions, and from all distances, are the believing

Gentiles. '

Secondly. Tliat God has other elect people— people who
have from the beginning sustained that title— is just as clear

* Not in the polUlcal sense. Tliis refers to the Gentile Chistians, as must

be evident from the next verse.

f It is clear from the connections that Paul understood this to refer to the

Gentiles, but the passage in Hosea is not as clear in relation to this applica-

tion.
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from the Scrii)ture. The natural desccndents of Israel have

deen from the heginning the people of God in a peculiar sense,

if not in the highest spij'itual sense. God cAo5(? the descend-

ents of Jacob from all other jicoi^lc, that they might bear his

name, and siistain covenant relations with him such as do not

belong to any other people. Tliis is taught in a multitude of

places in the Bible
; let a few passages suffice as examples

;

Deut. vii. 6 :
" For thou art an holy people unto the Lord

thy God : The Lord thy God hath chosen thee to he a special

people unto himself above all people that are upon the face

of the earthy Their election, however, was not on account

of their natural superiority in numbers: Yerse 7 : "The Lord

did not set his love u})on you, nor c/<0(95<3 you, because ye were

7nore in number than any people ; for ye were the fewest of

all people."

Neither was their election founded on their superior excel-

lence, as God often took occasion to remind them. Verse 8 :

" But because the Lord loved you, and because he would heep

the OATii which he had sworn unto your fathers." Chap x.

15 :
" Only the Lord had a delight in thy fathers to love them,

and he chose their seed after them, even you, above all

PEOPLE, as it is this day.

It was in virtue of the original covenant made with Abra-

ham, Isaac and Jacob that God not o\\\y elected their posterity

to be his peculia/r ijeople, but continued to regard them as his

people through all their rebellions and chastisements. The cov-

enant, on God's part, was everlasting and irrevocable, out of

respect to the oath sworn unto Abraham. Gen. xvii. 7 :
" And

I will establish my covenant between me and thee, and thy

seed after thee, in their generations, for an everlasting cove-

nant, to be a God iinto thee, and to thy seed after thee. 8.

And I will give unto thee, and to thy seed after thee, the land

wherein thou art a stranger, all the land of Canaan, for an,

eyerlasttno possession ; and I will be tiiktr God."

This covenant of God was not made with the individuals^

as individuals, but with the people of Israel, [i'?, a distinct gen-

eration ofpeople. So that God might, without breaking his

covenant, destroy multitudes of individual Israelites, until the
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generation or race was reduced to a mere remnant
;
yet lie

"would preserve the race as a distinct generation of jpeojjle, out

of regard to his everlasting covenant.

There are very many passages directly upon this point

;

hut we call attention to only a few as specimens. In Leviti-

cus, chap, xxvi., which the reader is requested to peruse, we
have a prediction of the terrible destructions and desolations

which should befall them on account of their iniquities, until

they should be reduced to the last extremities, as if God had

utterly abandoned them. But God would not forget his cove-

nant to he the God of the seed of Jacob. Yerse 42 :
" Then

will I remember my covenant with Jacob, and also my cove-

nant with Isaac, and also my covenant loitli Abraham will I
remember ; and I will remember the land. [Then desolate.]

43. The land also shall be left of them, and shall enjoy her

Sabbaths, while she lieth desolate without them ; and they

shall accept the punishment of their iniquity ; because, even

because they despised my judgments, and because their soul

abhorred my statutes."

So dreadfully would the Jews depart from keeping their

part of the covenant. Yerse 44 :
" And yet for all that,

when they be in the land of their enemAes, I will not cast

THEM AWAY, NEITHER WILL I ABHOR THEM, TO DESTROY THEM UT-

TERLY, am,d to BREAK MY COVENANT with them ; foe I am the

Lord their God. 45. But I will, for their sakes, remember

the covenant of their ancestors, whom I brought forth out of

the land of Egypt, in the sight of the heathen, that I might be

THEIR God. I am the Lord !" With this understanding of

the unchangeableness of tlie Lord's covenant to be their God
forever, we may perceive the force of such passages as the fol-

lowing, which was uttered at a time when he was terribly

threatening his people : Mai. iii. 6 :
" For I am Jehovah, I

CHANGE NOT ; THEREFORE YE SONS OF JaCOB ARE NOT CONSUMED !"*

This people are still, in the same sense as formerly, under

* Our Lord appears to have had this specific thing in view, when, after pre-

dicting the calamities of the Jews for eighteen hundred years, lie declared—
" E ysvsdc fiurr]— This race, lineage, or generation, shall not pass away till all

these things be fulfilled."
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the security of tlie same oatli, the chosen^ the elect, the cove-

nant people of the unchangeable God. Time after time the

Lord has^ given the most solemn assurances that his cov^enant

should never be violated, though Israel should do wickedly,

and be vrasted with j udgmeuts. Such assurances as the follow

ing quotations express are not to be misunderstood.

Isa. liv. 5 :
" For thy ]y!aker is thy husband : The Lord of

hosts is his name ; and thy Eedeemer the Holy One of Israel

:

The God of the whole earth shall he be called. 6. For the

Lord hath called thee as a woman forsaken and grieved in

spirit, and a wife of youth, when thou wast refused, saith thy

God. 7. For a small moment have I forsaken thee ; but with

great mercies will I gather thee. 8. In a little wrath I hid

my face from thee for a moment ; but with everlasting kind-

ness will I have mercy on thee, saith the Lord thy Eedeemer.

9. For this is as the waters of Koah unto me : for as I have

sworn that the waters of ISToah should no more go over the

earth ; so have I sworn that I would not be wroth with thee,

nor rebuke thee. 10. For the mountains shall depart, and

the hills be removed ; but my kindness shall not depart from

thee, neither shall the covenant of my peace be removed,

saith the Lord that hath mercy on thee."

Jer. xxxi. 35 :
" Thus saith the Lord, which giveth the sun

for a light by day, and the ordinances of the moon and of the

stars for a light by night, which divideth the sea when tlie

waves thereof roar : The Lord of hosts is his name : 36. If

those ordinances depart from before me, saith the Lord, then

the seed of Israel also shall cease from being a nation before

me forever. 37. Thus saith the Lord : If heaven above can

be measured, and the foundations of the earth searched out

beneath, I will also cast off all the seed of Israel for all that

they have done, saith the Lord."

It would seem as if the Lord had done all that he could to

express the unchangeableness of his covenant with Israel, as

a generation, or race of people. What has been quoted is

only a small part of the multitude of expressed remembrances
and assurances that he would continue to be their God for-

ever, and that they should be kept from being consumed

;
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like the burning bush in Mount Sinai which Moses saw, ever

burning, but never consumed.

Tliej are still his elect^ chosen for Jacob his servant's sake,

and preserved according to the everlasting covenant made

with Abraham.

How appropriately, then, and how affectingly did Paul

speak, in Eom. xi. 1 : "/say, then^ Hath God cast away his

PEOPLE ? God foebid ! For I also am an Israelite^ of the seed

of Ahraham^ of the trihe of Beiijamm. 2, God hath not

cast away his people which he foreknew. Wot ye not

what the Scripture saith of Elias ? how he maketh interces-

sion to God against Israel, saying, 3. Lord, they have killed

thy prophets, and digged down their altars ; and I am left

alone, and they seek my life,"

Would not he cast them away for all this ? Let us see.

Verse 4 ;
" But what saith the answer of God to him ? I have

reserved to myself seven thousand men, who have not bowed

the knee to Baal. 5. Even so, then, at this present time also,

theke is a remnant according to the election of grace."

Ah, but, saith unbelieving man, who thinketh God's ways,

and God's thoughts, are like his own ways and thoughts,—
who forgetteth the sovereignty of God, and his faithfulness as

a covenant keeper,— what have the Israelites done that they

should be thus favored, after all their misbeliavior ? "What

works of well deserving have they to boast, that God should

distinguish them by favors ? On what ground of goodness

on their part did they obtain, or do they still retain, their

election f

Let St. Paul answer : Yerse 5 :
" Even so at this present

time also, there is a remnant according to the election of

grace. 6. And if by grace, then is it no more of worTcs ; oth-

erwise grace is no more grace. But if it be oiioorlcs, then is it

no more of grace : otherwise wor^h is no more worl\ 7. "What

then ? Israel [in general] hath not obtained that which he

seeketh for : but the election (verse 5',) hath obtained it, and

the rest [of the nation] were blinded." Yerse 25 : "For I

would not, brethren, that you should be ignorant of this mys-

tery, (lest ye should be wise in your own conceits,) that blind-
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ness in jpart hath happened to Israel, until the fullness of the

Gentiles be come in. 28. As concerning the gospel, they [the

unbelieving part] are enemies for your sakes : but as touch-

ing the ELECTION, they are beloved /<?/' the fathers' sakes. 29.

For the gifts and calling of God are without repentance."

God will not repent of his choice. Nothing is plainer than

that God still regards the descendants of Israel as his own

people, his covenant people, his called people, his chosen, his

elect peoj^le.

Thus we learn from the Scriptures that the elect are com-

prised in two great divisions, the believing Gentiles, and the

children of Israel. Xow, as the Lord Jesus has broken down

the middle wall of partition between Jews and believing

Gentiles, so as to make of twain one new man in himself;

and as the Christian Gentiles are now reckoned as fellow-

citizens with the saints, and of the household of God ; as the

Gentiles, by becoming Christ's, become the spiritual seed of

Abraham, the father of the faithful ; and as, in this way, they

become heirs of the promise ; therefore, it is but reasonable

to suppose, that, in the final gathering of the elect, to enjoy

the promised inheritance, the believing Gentiles and the seed

of Jacob will l)e gathered into one ; that the other sheep

which were not originally of the Jewish fold, shall be gath-

ered with the Jews, so that there may be one fold and one

Shepherd, The Lord Jesus will come the second time to

redeem all his people ; and will not therefore overlook either

portion of those who are in covenant relation Avith himself.

It is certain from the Scriptures that the believing Gentiles

will, in some way, enjoy the felicities and glories of the natu-

ral descendents of Jacob in the day of their final triumph

;

though the precise manner in which the joint happiness shall

be enjoyed does not appear to be clearly set forth in the

Scriptures.

We may exi)cct, then, that the elect, all of the elect, will

be gathered together in the great day of the final deliverance

of the saints. And this will be done in immediate connec-

tion with the coming of the Lord, as the Saviour has taught

us in the text under comment.
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"When St. Paul had occasion to refer to tliis gatlieriug of

the saints, he does not appear to have made any distinction,

between Jews and Gentiles. It is certain, however, that he

speaks of helievers when he declares that snch as "remain

nnto the coming of the Lord," will be changed. And it is

clearly revealed, also, that the unconverted Jews will be con-

verted in connection with, or immediately after, their gath-

ering. It may not be possible for us now to ascertain the

precise connection which the gatherings of the tM'O branches

of the great family of the elect will sustain to each other.

It is enough, however, that the fact of the gathering of both

is clearly revealed in the Scriptures of truth.

And there is not, after all, any greater difficulty in under-

standing this matter, than there was, previous to the birth of

Christ, in settling a number of points with respect to the j^lcice

and circumstances of his nativity. After the fulfillment of

the predictions all was plain. So it will undoubtedly be in

respect to all the comparatively, or really obscure prophecies

relating to the subject before us.

That all will be gathered into one glorious kingdom of

purity and peace under the Lord Jesus Christ, is sufiiciently

revealed in the divine word. And this is to comprise all the

elect, even those who have died and gone to their Redeemer's

immediate presence, whose bodies also sleep in Jesus, being

included within that redemption which is in the Lord Jesus

Christ; for it was man— a being of two natures united—
that God created ; it was the same complex being that

sinned, making use of both natures ; and it was in both na-

tures that he suflered, in both natures that he died : That is,

there was a separation between the two natures, the union of

which constituted the life of man, as God created him to exist,

not in the simple oneness of a single nature, but in the unity

of a complex nature. Death is, in no proper sense, annihila-

tion of either soul or hody j but an interru])tion of man's—
complex man's— existence, in the mode of the existence

which was designed in his original creation : Death deprives

the sjpirit of the originally intended association and mutual

happiness of the other ])art of man— the lody ; and it de-
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prives the lody of its life-giving, and gloiy-giving connection

Avitli the sjrlrit. In fine,' death interrupts the original and

perfect mode of man's existence : he is, in fact, no longer mauy

in the original sense of the term, after he experiences death:

The disembodied sjnrit is never represented in the Scripture

as being in its highest and happiest mode and state of exis-

tence : the period between death and the resurrection—
though a period of measurable happiness to the holy, and

mihappinessto the wicked— is never represented as the period

oi consummation to either. Hades— the ^^Zace and 6'^a^d of

the dead— is not to be the everlasting condition of the dead.

The loicked are to have a resurrection^ and tlien— after be-

coming ;n6n-— complex beings, as they were originally— they

are to be cast into the lake of fire. See Rev. xx. 13-15.

This will be the consummation of their punishment ; and the

devil and his angels await the same punishment
;
(Eev. xx.

10,) this being undoubtedly what they had in view in their

awful inquiry, "What have we to do with thee, Jesus, thou

Son of God ? x\.rt thou come hither to torment us before the

TIME?" Matt. viii. 29. So, on the other hand, the apostles

and prophets always looked forward— not to their disem-

hoditd state— but to the resurrection state— as the time of

their completed happiness and glory. Thus Paul— on the

verge of the spirit world, with a crown of glory in view—
did not expect to receive it until the judgment advent of the

Lord Jesus. See 2 Tim. iv. 8. And so the souls of the mar-

tyrs are represented as being under [at the foot of] the divine

altar, waiting for tlie time to come for their final glory ; and

the connections of the passage show that they expected it at

the second coming of the Lord. See Rev. vi. 9-lT.

And this final reward of the saints is elsewhere specifically

connected with the judgment of the nations, and the resur-

rection of the dead. See Rev. xi. 15: "And the seventh

angel sounded ; and there were great voices in heaven, say-

in <:, the kinjrdoms of this world are become the kiuiidoms of

our Lord, and of In's Cbrist ; and he sliall reign forever and

ever. 10. And the four and twenty elders, which sat before

God on their seats, fell upon their faces, and worshiped God.
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17. Saying, we give tliee tliaiiks, O Lord God Almiglity,

whicli art, and wast, and art to come ; because thou hast

taken to thee thy great power, and hast reigned. 18. And the

nations were angry, and thy vnrath is come, and the time of

^A<?DEAD, THAT THEY SHOULD BE JUDGED, and that thoU shoiddst

give KEWAED UXTO THY SERVANTS THE TROPHETS, AND TO THE

SAINTS, AND THEM THAT FEAK THY NAME, SMALL AND GREAT ; AND

SHOULDST DESTROY THEM THAT DESTOYED THE EARTH." *

To this very period the prophet Daniel was instructed to

look for the consummation of his glory. Dan. xii. 13 :
'' But

go thou thy way till the end he / for thou shalt rest, and stand

IN THY LOT at THE END OF DAYS." And this was the hope of

Job ; chap. xix. 25 :
" For I know that my Redeemer liveth,

and that he shall stand at 'the latter day upon the earth:

26. And though, after my skin worms destroy this body, yet

in my flesh shall I see God : 27. Whom I shall see for my-

self, and mine eyes shall behold, and not another ; though my
reins be consumed within me." Like Daniel, he should rest

until the time revealed— " the latter day "— and then he should

come forth— retaining his identity— to see and enjoy his

Redeemer, who should '^ stand at the latter day iipon the

earth.''^ Such views of the Scriptures give significancy to

the passage, " Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord

from henceforth : Yea, saith the Spirit, [or, from henceforth

saith the Spirit, Yea] that they may rest from their l.vboes
;

[the present condition] and their works do follow them,"—
for God to reicard at the great day when Paul expected his

crown, viz: at Christ's '-'• ajjyjpearing
;''''

(2 Tim. iv. 8,) "the

time of the dead, that they should be judged, and that thou

shoiddst give reward unto thy servants the prophets, and

to the saints [martyrs] and to them that fear thy name,

SMALL AND GREAT." It is to bc the time of giving reward unto

all the elect, as this passage and others distinctly teach.

This sufficiently proves that the first resurrection described

in Rev. xx. 4, 6, is not to be restricted to the martyrs, but to

include all " which had not worshiped the beast, neither his

* The -whole scope and connections of the passage show that all this belongs

to the beginning— and not to the ending— of the Millennium.
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image, neither liad received his mark upon their foreheads,

or in their hands." It is evident, however, that among these

" souls " which were waiting to be raised at the heginning of

the thousand years, those that were " heheadedfor the witness

of Jesus,''' were conspicuous ; and perhaps John, without ex-

cluding others, (as described in chap. xi. 18,) did indeed refer

particuhirly to the martyrs. At all events, we must not make
one part of his prophecy contradict another.

Now, it may be asked. What has all this to do with the

subject in hand

—

the gathering of the elect? Much, every

way : these, in part, are the yerj elect which are to be gath-

ered : Daniel and Job, the holy patriarchs and proj^hets, the

apostles and martyrs, " and all that feared the Lord, both

small and great,"— these are to be gathered when tlie Lord

Jesus makes his appearing. We desire to know wJio they are,

with respect to their character / and where they are, with re-

spect to their condition.

We have now arrived at this truly interesting and impor-

tant ScrijDture doctrine ;
— that the elect are comprised in two

great divisions— the natural descendants of Abraham through

Israel,* and the spiritual descendants of Abraham through

Christ. And we also learn that the elect are at present, and

will be at the second advent, in two different conditions—
living in the flesh, and dead in the Lord, or sleeping in

Jesus. We must also understand that the living elect will be

found in two different conditions— actual helievers, and unhe-

lievers, under an unchangeahle covenant. The covenant, how-

ever, as has been abundantly shown, does not relate to Israel

in res2:)ect to the individual persons ; but it relates to Israel

in respect to the generation, or race / so that there shall never

be a casting away of that j^cojjle which God foreknew, and

elected. The inquiry is now naturally suggested

—

Does God

puri^ose to gather together all his elect ? And, if so, when and

how are they to be gathered ?

* Not all of the natural posterity, but the " remnant according to the elec-

tion of grace." Rom. xi. 5. Tliegeucration of Jacob should never cease to be

an elect generation, as God has abundantly shown in his word ; and as has been

proved in tlie previous quotations. Indiviihials might be cast away, but the

race never.
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To this inquiry, the following passage is applicable : Epli. i.

9 :
" Having made known unto us the tnnjsUry of his will, ac-

cording to his goodjpleasure, which he hath purposed in him-

self.^ 10. That in the dispensation of the fullness of times,

he might gather together in one, all things in cheist, both

WHICH ABE IN HEAVEN, AND WHICH ABE IN EARTH, IN HIM. 11.

In whom also ive [Jews, notwithstanding our unbelief and

wickedness,] have obtained an inheritanm^heing predestinated

according to the purpose of him who worketh all things after

the counsel ofhis own will : 12, That ice should be to the praise

of his glory, who first \\\\q Jews first believed on Christ] trust-

ed in Christ. 13. In whom ye [Gentiles] also trusted, after

that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation

:

in whom, also, after that ye believed, ye were sealed withthat

Holy Spirit of promise, 14. Which [the Holy Spirit of prom-

ise] is the earnest of our iNHERrrANCE until the redemption of

the purchased possession."

The fulfillment and application of \h^promise of the inher-

itance, is, in the nature of the case, and as the text itself

teaches, something to be done hereafter, until which time of

redeeming the inheritance, the Holy Spirit of proinise is our

earnest. That time is called " the dispensation of the full-

ness OF times." It does not belong to the present dispensa-

tion ; for during this dispensation we have only the earnest

of the heavenly inheritance to be enjoyed without interrup-

tion hereafter. The plain truth is just this— Rom. viii. 17 :

" If children, then heirs / heirs of God, send joint heirs with

Christ ; if so be that we suff'er with him, that we may also

be glorified together. 18. For I reckon that the sufi'erings of

this present time [present dispensation] are not worthy to be

compared with the glory which shall he revealed in us. 19.

For the earnest expectation of the creature [creation] waiteth

fo the manifestation of the sons of God. 20. For the crea-

ture [creation] was made subject to vanity, not willingly, but

* The thing is a mystery revealed ; but, however mysterious, or even in-

credible to men, yet it is willed of God's own good pleastire. He has not been

moved to it by any external influence, but he hath purposed it in himself ; it

is a mighty display of sovereign grace.
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hj reason of him who hath subjected the same iji hcype ', 21.

Because the creature \creatioii\ itself also shall he delivered

from the hondage of corruption, into the glorious liberty of the

CHILDREN OF GoD. 22. Foi* M'c Iviiow that the whole creation

groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now.* 23. And
not only" they,t but ourselves, also, which have the first fruits

of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, wait-

ing for the adoption,:]: to wit, the kedemttion of our body."

This was what they Avere waiting for : the adojytion or re-

demjytion of the -bot>y;— the other part of the being that

Christ has redeemed. "Well, this time for which they wait-

ed ; this time of receiving the hoped-for and promised in-

heritance; this time of the ^ianifestation of the sons of God

IN GLORY ; this is declared to be the time when the " body"

should be " adopted," that is, redeemed by the resurrection

from death ; it is the time when the creation itself shall be

delivered " into the glorious liljerty of the sons of God ;"

(which must be accomplished by the renovation, or restitution

of the creation from the effects of sin ;) and this period is

called " the fullness of times,"— or " the dispensation of the

FULLNESS of TIMES." Eph. i. 10.

It is at this time— this time so abundantly and so variously

defined and marked, that God intends to " gather together

in one, all things in Christ, loth lohich are in heaven, and

which are on earth, in himP All things in both worlds that

are in Christ. And it will be done, as we learn from the dec-

larations of Paul, as well as from many others which are not

referred to, at that period when the redemption of the lody

will be effected, and when the creation itself shall be renova-

ted, or restored to its original condition. Now M-e ascertain

from the Scriptures, that all this is to be accomplished at the

second coming of Christ. The Scriptures that teach this are

so numerous and so very plain, that it seems to be needless to

detain the argument by a particular reference to them : some

* So dreadfully has sin affected the physical creation with which men ia

this woi'ld come in contact.

\ The preceding verse defines this.

X Not spiritual adoption; that had been already obtained. See Terse 16i
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of tbem, however, have ah-eady been quoted for other purpos-

es. Tiic general gathering together unto Christ was a famil-

ial idea to the apostolic church. St. Paul was specifically

understood w^hen he besought the Thessalonians in this man-

ner :
" Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coining of our

Lord Jesus Christy and by our gatliering together unto himP
It still remains to show how the elect, in their diversified

conditions, will be finally gathered into one.

1. How will those be gathered who have died in the Lord,

and whose spirits have been with Christ ever since their ab-

sence from the body ? These area part of the things in Christ,

in heaven, that are waiting the adojjtion of their hodies. St,

Paul will testify to the j^recise point in question : 1 Thess. iv.

13 :
" But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, con-

cerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as

others which have no hope. 14. For if we believe that Jesus

died and 7'ose again, even so tuem also which sleep in Jesus

WILL God being with iiim." Tliis is the way, then, that saints

who have died will be gathered : they will comefrom heaven

with Christ when he comes in his everlasting Mngdom.
This same doctrine of the coming of the saints with the

Lord, is taught elsewhere, in the Scriptures, and very plainly.

1 Thess. iii. 13 : "To the end that he may establish your hearts

unblamable in holiness before God, even our Father, at the

coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all his saints." This

corresponds with the prediction previously quoted from Zech.

xiv. 5 :
" And the Lord my God shall come, and all the saints

wriH thee." This doctrine of the coming of the saints was re-

vealed so long ago as the time of Enoch : Jude 11 : "And
Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these,

[wicked men of whom he was speaking,] saying. Behold, the

Lord Cometh with ten thousand of his saints." It is worthy

of observation, that this prediction of the coming of the Lord

with his saints, like those from Paul, clearly identify the com-

ing with (1.) The judgment and destruction of the wicJced

;

(2.) With the bringing of the sa/ints, and the appearance be-

fore \hQ presence of the Lord in glokt
; (3.) With the reno-

vation of the earth, as taught by Peter. An examination of
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the epistle of Jude will show this : Yerse 15, speaks specifi-

cally of his coming to judgment ; verses 17, 18, identify the

time of which Peter was speaking, (2 Pet. iii. 3,) when he

spake of the coming of the day of the Lord, as a thief in the

night, and renovating the heavens and the earth ; verse 24,

evidently has in view the same glory in the presence of the

Lord that both Peter and Paul referred to :
" Now unto him

that is able to keep you from i-AWm^^^ cmd to present youfault-

less 'befor'e the presence of his glory loith exceeding joy,^^ &c.

It was undoubtedly this that Paul had in view in 1 Thess, ii.

19 :
" For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing ?*

Are not even ye [their converts] in the pi'esence of our Lord

Jesus Christ, at his comingy He expected then to meet the

soids saved hy his instrumentality, and to rejoice with them in

t\\Q presetice of Christ.

Although this gathering together, this coming, and this

meeting of the saints at that time would naturally imply the

resurrection of their hodies, in order that those who then are

gathered might be ilxo, p}ersons who were redeemed,—i. c., com-

plex beings, as they were originally formed,— yet we are not

left merel}' to infer this fact ; we find it plainly revealed that

their bodies will be raised at the same time ; and, in some

way, unexplained to men, yet known to God, the two natures

will be joined again in immortal union ; thus consummating

the redemption of the saints by the " adoption^'' of their hodies.

This is taught by St. Paul in 1 Cor. xv. 23 :
" But every man

[will be raised] in his own order ; Christ the first fruits ; af-

terward, they that are Chrisfs, at his coming." Verse 51

:

" Behold, I show you a mystery : we shall not all sleep, but

we shall all be changed, 52. In a moment, in the twinkling

of an eye, at the last trump ; for the trumpet shall sound, and

th£ dead shall le raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed."

Phil. iii. 20 :
" For our conversation is in heaven; from whence

also we look for tJie Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ ; 21.

Who shall change our vile hody, that it may he fashioned

Uhe unto his glorious hody, according to the working

* As the successful ministers of the Lord Jesus Christ
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whereby lie is able even to subdue all tilings unto himself."

1 Tliess. iv. 16 : "i^or the Lord himself shall descend from
heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and

with the TRLTvir of God; and the dead in Christ shall 7'ise

first:'

It is thus that our Lord will gather this portion of his elect,

precisely as he predicted in the text under notice :
" And

then shall he send his angels with a great sound of a trumjDet,*

and they shall gather together his elect from the four winds,

from one end of heaven to the other."f

It cannot have failed to strike the attentive reader, how
naturally, and liow abundantly the other portions of the Bible

elucidate, identify, and sustain the text under comment, when

it is interpreted lltcrallij. And it has been sufficiently shown

what havoc of history and. Scripture is made by the attempts

to ex^^ound it, figuratively.

Having thus explained the text, in reference to those who
shall have died in the Lord, it will be very easy to explain it,

with reference to those who will be found alive at his coming.

They will be miraculously and instantly changed so as to be

immortal.- Their corruptible body will put on incorruption
;

their mortal shall put on immortality. Tliis change will prob-

ably be such as the Lord exhibited in his transfiguration on

the mount. lie then appeared, for a time, in his glory, and.

exhibited himself as he will be seen when he comes to judge

the world. Such a change was undoubtedly experienced by

Enoch and Elijah when they were translated to heaven.

The saints will be found living in every part of the world,

when the Lord shall come with all his holy angels, and the

spirits of those who have died in the Lord ; and they will, by

the omnipotence of Christ, be so transformed as to be like the

saints who will be raised from the dead. And all of them,

whether changed from the living, or raised from the dead,

* Marg. " Witli a trumpet, and a great voice."

f Their dust will be sleeping in every part of the earth ; and whether the

returning spirit goes to meet the risen body, or the dust is gathered and quick-

ened into life where the spirits are gathered, the agency of the angels will b«

according to the established method.

22



338 HAKMONY AKD EXPOSITION.

•will have bodies like unto tlie Lord's glorious body ; for tliey

are to dwell in his kingdom, and see his face forever more.

Hence St. John says, (1 John iii. 2,) " Beloved, now are we the

sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be ; but

we know that when he shall aj)peai\ we shall he like him /

for we shall see him as he is.''"' St. Paul says, (Col. iii. 4,)

" When Christy who is our life^ shall ajypear^ then shall ye also

ajppear with him in gloryP And he also speaks of this trans-

formation in 1 Cor. xv. 49 :
" And as we have borne the im-

age of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the heaven-

ly. 50. ISTow this I say, brethren, \\\2Xfiesh and llood cannot

inherit the Icingdom of God ;* neither doth corruption inherit

incorruption. 51. Behold, I show you a mj^stery : we shall

not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 52. In a moment,
in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump," &c.f

It will be at this time, and by means of this change, that

the elect who shall be living at the coming of the Lord, shall

be gathered with those who come with him from heaven. St.

Paul was inspired and led to inform us of the order in which

these two great divisions of the elect will be finally gathered

unto one another, and unto the Lord.

This is done distinctly enough in 1 Tliess. iv. 14-. " For if

we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also

which sleep in Jesus will God hring vnth him. [When he

comes.] 15. For this we say unto you, by the word of the

Lord, [the Lord had revealed it,] that we which are alive,

and remain unto the coming of the Lord, shall not prevent

[go before] them which are asleep. 16. For the Lord himself

shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the

archangel, and with the trumph of God ; and the dead in

Christ shall rise first : 17. Then ive ivhlch are alive and re-

main., SHALL BE CAUGHT UP TOGETHER WITH THKil IN THE CLOUDS,

* From the connections of the passage it is evident that lie is here speaking

— not figuratively— but UtcraUy: a literal change of the boJ}' to prepare it

for admission into a literal kingdom: therefore the necessity of the resurrec-

tion of the dead, and the transformation of the livin^j.

\ See Note K, in the Appendix.
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TO MEET THE LoKD IN THE AIR : AND SO SHALL WE BE EVER WITH
THE LOKD."^

Tlius two portions ^of the elect will be gathered. It is wor-

thy of solemn consideration, that this two-fold gathering at

the coming of Christ, was represented in the scene of transfig-

uration on the momit : Matt. xvii. 1 :
" And after six days,

Jesus taketh Peter, and James, and John his brother, and
bringeth them up into a high mountain apart, 2. And was
transfigured before them

; and his face did shine as the sun,

and his raiment was white as the light. [Mark— And his rai-

ment became shining^ exceeding white as snow ; so as no ful-

ler on earth can white them.] 3. And behold there appear-

ed unto them Moses and Elias^ [who aj)peared in glory, Luke,]

talking with him."

Here we find represented the essential events of the second

advent: (1.) Christ yfiihlii^ glorified lody ; (2.) J/o565, "in

glory," as the representative of those who have died; (3.)

Elijah, "in glory," the representative of those who are

changed without experiencing death.

St. Peter seems to have understood this as being in some
way a representation of the Lord's coming in glory. 2 Pet.

i. 10 :
" For we have not followed cunningly devised fables,

when we made known to you the power and coming of our

Lord Jesus Christ, but were eye-witnesses of his majesty."

Lie seems to have had the coming of Christ in power and glory

brought to his mind as a confirmation of his exhortation and

encouragement to his brethren. In thus speaking to them,

he assured them that they had " not followed cunningly de-

vised fables," when they made known to them the coming of

Christ, because they had had occular demonstration of the

fact. The subject of which he was then treating was this

:

Yerse 10 :
" Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence

to make your calling and election sure / for if ye do these

things ye shall never fall : 11. For so an entrance shall he

administered unto you abundantly into the everlasting king-

dom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.''^

*See Note L, in the Appendix.
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CHAPTER XV.

Princ^/pal subject— Gatheking the Elect. The subject

APPLIED TO THE KeSTORATION OF TIDL JeWS.

The point to be established— Prophecies of Jeremiah, identifying the People,

their Restoration, Kebuilding of Jerusalem, Christ under the name of David,

the New Covenant, &c.— Further Quotations referring to the People, the

Time, the Event, the Extent, «kc. — Confirmation.by llosea— Prophecies of

Isaiah, relating to the Branch, the Ensign, the Gathering, the Union, the

Conversion, the Great Battle, the Signs in the Heavens, the Destruction of

the Wicked, the Judgment of Satan, the Resurrection of the Saints, the

Coming of the Lord, the New Heavens and Earth, etc.— Prophecies of

Ezekiel, relating particularly to Christ's Reign over Israel, tlie Rencwrl of

Palestine, the Conversion and Rcritorulion, the hapj^y Results, <tc.

Verse 31. And [then] he shall send ms angels, with a great sound of a

TRUMPET, AND THEY SHALL GATHER TOGETHER HIS ELECT FROM THE FOUR WINDS,

[Mark: from the uttermost part of the earth,] from one end of heaven to

THE other.

In the foregoing chapter it lias been shown from the

Scriptures, how literally, and how exactly this will be ful-

filled with respect to those portions of the elect whose cases

are therein described, viz : those who have died in the Lord,

and such as remain alive at his coming.

It has also been shown, in the same chapter, that there is

still another portion of those who are called the elect, that

seem to be treated in the Scriptures as, in some respects,

apart by themselves. That is, they have been from the begin-

ning a jpeculiar ]yeo2)le. They have been the subjects of a

peculiar destiny j and they have been preserved, and will be

brought in, under a peculiar covenant. It will be perceived,

of course, that the reference is to the descendents of Israel

who shall be found on the earth at that period of time called,

the fullness of the Gentiles. Tliis period— whatever it may
specifically mean,— evidently synchronises with the closing

up of the present, and introducing the millennial dispensation.
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At that time a change distinctly marked will characterize the

destiny of both Jews and Gentiles. In resjject to the Jews,

two things of great importance to the subject in hand will

transpire : 1. Their holy city will cease to be trodden down

of the Gentiles. 2. The blindness which has happened unto

Israel shall be taken away.*

At that time the Jews are not only to be converted, but

restored to the possession of their fatherland. At first, proba-

bly, the conversion and restoration will be gradual ; but, at a

certain stage of the renovation, as the Scriptures appear to

teach, the work will be cut short by unusual divine interpo-

sition, and hurried to its complete consummation. This dis-

tinctly predicted interposition will complete the gathering of

the elect.

This is the point now presented for examination. The cer-

tainty of this people being still regarded as under the cove-

nant of election made with their fathers, having already been

demonstrated by the many passages quoted in the chapter

devoted to that purpose, the application of the text under

comment to this specific subject, seems to be as appropriate as

its reference to the gathering of the other portions of God's

family. We may not be able to trace all the links of rela-

tionship between the gathering of this portion of the elect

and the gathering of the others, any more than we can com-

prehend the relationships that connect many other parts of

the great renovation of the disordered and wicked world.

There may be a thousand things above our comprehension.

But this should not hinder us from crediting what God has

seen fit to reveal. Comprehension of separate truths, as indi-

vidual truths, is certainly much easier than the comprehe;i-

sion of all truths, in their intricate relations to one another.

If we may not do the latter, with satisfaction to ourselves,

it is no reason why we should not do the former, where dis-

tinct truths are communicated.

To illustrate— the fact of God's universal sovereignty is

distinctly revealed, and also the fact of human freedom and

* Lu. xxi. 2-1 ; Rom. xi. 25.
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responsibility ; but is it not much easier to comprehend each

of these truths by itself, than to comprehend them in their

relations ? So the fact of the resurrection of the dead, and

also the fact of continued identity, are both revealed; but

the relation of these truths to one another has confounded the

mightiest minds, ulien they have considered some of the

circumstances which result from the dissolution of the body,

—

as when it is eaten, and becomes a part of another human

body, which also dies in that condition. And so of other cir-

cumstances which might be suggested. Yet we never, on

this account, reject the two revealed truths of continued iden-

tity and bodily resurrection. Thus, in relation to the matter

in hand ; if God has revealed the fact of the final gathering

of the Jewish portion of the elect, in connection with the

gathering of the others, we are not at liberty to disbelieve it,

even if we may not be able to comprehend it in its relations.

llelations <di truths we are not required to comprehend; it is

the truths themselves that we are under obligation to believe.

Has God revealed the fact, that the natural descendents of

Israel, as such, who remain until the period of consummation,

shall be gathered— not only unto himself sjjiritually— but

unto the land of their fathers literally ? This is the question
;

and to this point shall be brought the " law and the testi-

mony."

1, In relation to the fact of their final gathering : Jer. xxx.

3 :
" For lo, the days come, saith the Lord, that I will bring

again the captivity of my ^eo^le Israel and Judah, saith the

Lord ; and I will cause them to return to the land that I gave

to their fathers^ and they shall possess it." The subsequent

verses show that it has not yet been fulfilled : Verse 8 :
" For

it shall come to pass in that thiy, saith the Lord of hosts, that

I will break his yoke from ofi" thy neck, [Israel and Judah,

verse 4,] and I will burst thy bonds, and strangers shall no

Tnore seme themselves of him : 9. But they shall serve the

Lord their God, and David their king, whom I will raise up

unto them. 10. Tlierefore, fear thou not, O my servant Jacob,

saith the Lord ; neither be dismayed, O Israel ; for lo, I will
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save thee from afar, and thy seed * from the land of their

captivity ; and Jacob shall return, andle in rest, and he quiet^

and none shall ma'ke him afraid.''^ This has not yet been

fulfilled. Yerse 11 :
" For I am with thee, saith the Lord,

to save thee j thoxujh I maJce afull end of all nations whither

I have scattered thee, yet loill I not malce a full end of thee ^

but I will correct thee in measure, and will not leave thee

altogether unpunished." Alluding to their iniquities and

punishments by which they have been wounded, God con-

tinues, verse 17 :
" For I will restore health mito thee, and I

will heal thee of thy wounds, saith the Lord, because they

called thee an Outcast,f saying, This is Zion, whom no man
seeketh after. IS. Tlius saith the Lord ; Behold, Twill hring

again the captivity of JacoVs tents,\ and have mercy on his

dwelling ])laces / [both the people, scattered, and the land,

desolate
; ] and the city shall be builded upon her own heap,

and the palace shall remain after the manner thereof." Verse

22 :
" And ye shall be my people, and I will be your God.''''

xxxi. 1 : "At the same time, saith the Lord, will I be the God

of all the families of Israel, a/nd they shall he my people.''^

Yerse 6. " For there shall be a day, that the watchmen upon

the mount Ephraim shall cry. Arise ye, and let us go np to

Zion unto the Lord our God ! 7. For thus saith the Lord,

Sing with gladness for Jacob, and shout among the chief of

the nations
;
publish ye, praise ye, and say, O Lord, save thy

PEOPLE, THE EEMXAXT OF IsKAEL ! 8. [God's auswcr,] Bchold,

I will hring them from the north country, and gather them

from the coasts of the earth, and with them tlie blind and the

lame, the woman with child and her that travaileth with child

together ; a great company shall return thither. 0. They
shall come with weeping, and with supplications will I lead

* As the Jews are beloved for the father's sabes, and their electioa was oa

the ground of a covenant made personally with Israel, their father, it seems

to be kept in view by such addresses as this— where, meaning the posteri-

ty— the address is as to Jacob himself.

•j- As if God had cast them away. i

\ It will be noticed that this somewhat ambiguous form of expression

means their restoration from captivity.
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them ; I will cause them to walk by the rivei*s of waters in a

straight way, wherein they shall not stumble ; for I am di.Fa-

ther to Israel., and E2)hraim is ony first horn. 10, Hear the

word of the Lord, O ye nations, and declare it in the isles

afar off^ and say, He that scattered Israel 'will gatiiek him,

and KEEP hirn, as a shepherd doth his flock. 11. For the Lord

hath redeemed Jacob, and ransomed him from the liand of him

that was stronger than he." '

See the whole chapter, and how the following is connected :

Verse 31. " Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I will

make a neio covenant with the house of Israel, and with the

house of Judah : 32. Not according to the covenant that I
made with their fathers, in the day that I took them hy the

hoAid to bring them out of the land of Egypt ;
* wdiich my

covenant they brake, although I was an huslmnd unto them,

saith the Lord. 33. But this shall be the covenant that I will

make with the house of Israel ; After those days, saith the

Lord, I will j^ut my law in their inwardp>arts, and ^oriie it

in their hearts ; and will be their God, and they shall be my
people. 34. And they shall teach no more every man his

neighbor, and every man his brother, saying, know the Lord,

for they shall all l^now ine, from the least of them unto the

greatest of them, saith the Lord ; for I ^^-ill forgive their ini-

quity, and I will TemcnibeT their sin no more. 35. For thus

saith the Lord, which giveth the sun for a light by day, and

the ordinances of the moon and of the stars for a light by

night, which divideth the sea when the Avaves tliereof roar

:

Tlie Lord of hosts is his name : 30. If those ordinances

depart from before me, saith the Lord, then the seed of Israel

also shall cease from being a nation before me forevor.f 37.

Thus saith the Lord ; If lieaven above can be measured, and

* That covenant tliJ not require him to forgive the f/nt/ti/ ; and therefore he

slew them in the wilderness. And that covenant did not require him to

renew tlieir hearts. It was not the original covenant.

j-The whole connections sliow that this reference to the most unchangeable

tilings in nature, was designed to confirm the covenant of the Lord ; but lest

there might be some advantage taken of the fact that the heavens are said to

pass away, and there be new heavens, the Lord uses another illustrative coa-

tirmution.
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the foundations of tlie earth searcliecl out beneath, I will also

cast off all the seed of Israel for all they have done, saith the

Lord. 39. Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that the

citj shall he luilt to the Lord^ from the tower of Ilananeel

imto the gate of the corner. 40. And the measuring line

shall yet go forth over against it upon the hill Gareb, and

shall compass about to Goath. 41. And the whole valley of

the dead bodies, and of the ashes, and all the fields unto the

brook of Kidron, unto the corner of the horse-gate toward the

east, shall be Italy iinto the Lord / it shall not he jplucked %ij[>^

nor throion doicn any more foeevek."

In this long quotation, several things are undeniably evi-

dent : (1.) That it refers to the literal house of Israel and

Judali
; (2.) That it declares the purpose of God to restore

and convert them
; (3.) Tliat Jerusalem shall be built again,

to be thrown down no more forever. (4.) That it has not yet

been fulfilled, and is just as certain to be fulfilled as it is

certain that Jehovah's word is true.

And it should be observed, also, (1.) That it is connected

with their serving the Lord their God, and David tJoeir Icing,

who is to be raised u]) unto them. (xxx. 9.) This of coursQ

refers to Christ, in his regal or Ttingly office, as the successor of

David, according to the covenant with David, that his

throne should endure forever.^ (2.) It should be observed

again, that this is predicted of those that should be " left

of the sword," found " in the north country," in " the coasts

of the earth," " in the isles afar off," " among the chief

nations ;

" that it is " the remnant of Israel," those that had

been " wounded " with " chastisement," for a " multitude of

iniquities ; " of whom God would " not make a full end," but

would " correct in measure," and not leave " altogether un-

punished." It should be noticed, (3.) again, that their final

restoration was to be accompanied with thorough, spiritual,

universal conversion, leaving not one of them, little or great,

that should not know the Lord. (xxxi. 33-34.) And, (4.)

* See Ps. Ixxxix. 18-37. What follows in the remainder of the Psalm, is

even now occurring; but the quotation aboye shows that David is to be

raised up.



346 HAKMONT AND EXPOSITION.

this was to be done under a new covenant^ differing from that

by which they were brought out of Egypt, judged, and de-

stroyed by myriads ; it is a covenant to '•'•forgive their iniqui-

ty," and " remember their sin no more." It is a covenant

that would secure their rejyentance: (xxxi. 9.) "Tliey shall

come with weeping^ and with supjylications will I lead them."

And thus would God grant them a new heart, and a new

spirit. (5.) It should be done because, as a generation, they

were " beloved for the father's sakes ; " (Rom xi. 28,) and

because God " loved " them " with an everlasting love."

(xxxi. 3.) (6.) Finally, all this originated in the often de-

clared fact, that they were God''s jpeoj)le ; (xxx. 3, 22, and

xxxi. 1, 7, 14, 20, 23, 33 ;) they were God's chosen or elect

people, as Paul said, (Rom. xi. 28,) " As touching the elec-

Tiox, they are leloved for the father''s sakes^ For this reason

they were to be gathered unto the Lord^ and unto one another^

Judah and Israel loth. xxx. 3, 4, Y,* 10, 11, 18 and xxxi. 1,

8, 10, 11, IG, 23, 27.)

Kow if all this does not identify the people, the gathering,

the conversion, the final and permanent uj)building, then, of

certainty, it is not in the power of language to do it ; and if

God 'wished to communicate information respecting their final

destiny, he could not do it in human language, if it has not

been done here.

The same general promises may be found in the thirty-sec-

ond chapter, from the 3(5tli verse.f And the same subject is

resumed in the thirty-third chapter, in a connection that fully

proves it to be yet unfulfilled. Verse 14 :
" Behold, the days

come, saith the Lord, that I will perform that good tihng

which I have pkomised unto the house of Israel, and to the

house of Judah. 15. In those days, and at that time, will I

cause the Branch of righteousness to grow up unto David

;

and he shall execute judgment and righteousness in the land.

* Jacob comprises both.

•f- Tt is no objection that this was surjfiestrd by the captivity in Babylon
;

(verse 36,) for it was done expressly to show wliat j^rcat tilings God was de-

teriuiued finally to do for them. Just os the troubles of this world frequent-

b' suggest the promises of the everlasting heaveu.



HAEMOXT AXD EXP08ino:N". 3i7

16. In those days shall Jndah be saved, and Jerusalem shall

dwell safely : and this is the name whereby he shall be called,

Jehovah-tsidkenn, (i. e.,) The Lord our Righteousness. 17.

For thus saith the Lord, David shall never want a man to sit

upon the throne of the house of Israel. \_Marg. There shall

not be cut off from David a man to sit npon the throne, &c.]

18. ^Neither shall the priests the Levites want a man before

me to offer burnt offerings, and to kindle meat offerings, and

to do sacrifices continually. 20. Thus saith the Lord ; If ye

can break my covenant of the day, and my covenant of the

night,* and that there should not be day and night in their sea-

son ; 21. Then may also my covenant be broken with David
my servant, that he should not have a son to reign upon his

throne ; and with the Levites the priests, my ministers. 22.

As the host of heaven cannot be numbered, neither the sand

of the sea measured ; so will I multiply the seed of David my
servant, and the Levites that minister unto me. 23. More-

over the word of tlie Lord came to Jeremiah, saying, 2-1.

Consider thou not what this iKople have spoken, saying. The

two families which the Lord hath chosen^ [elected] lie hath '

even cast them off'i Tlius they [Gentiles] have despised my
PEOPLE, that they should be no more a nation before them.

25. Tlius saith the Lord ; If my covenant be not with day

and night, and if I have not appointed the ordinances of

heaven and earth ; 26. Then will I cast away the seed of

Jacob, and David my servant, so that I will not take of his

seed rulers over the seed of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob : for

I will cause their captivity to return, and have mercy on

them."

It should be observed, respecting this quotation, (1.) That

this cannot possibly be applied to any people but the natural

descendents of Jacob. (Yerses 4, Y, 8, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 24, 25,

26.) It should be noticed, (2.) That their return to their

own land should be ^^ in those days, and at that time " that

God will " cause the Branch of kighteousness to grow up

UNTO David," to ''^execute judgment and justice intheland f^
when (verse 16,) " in those days^'' Judah and Jerusalem should

* Gen. viii. 22.
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dwell safely ; and she should be called, Tue Lokd our Eight-

EOUSNESS. (3.) This must, then, refer to the same time that

is spoken of in Isa. iv. 2. " In that day shall the Bkanch of

THE Lord he beautiful and glorious
;

[J^farg. heauty and glo-

ry /] and the fruit of the earth excellent and comely, for

them that are escaped of Israel. 3. And it shall come to pass,

that he that is Ifft in Zion, and he that reraaineth in Jerusa-

lem, shall be called holy, even every one that is written among

the livitig in Jerusalem.''^ And this is also connected with

Jer. xxiii. 1 :
" Wo be unto the pastors that destroy and scat-

ter the sheep of my pasture /* saith the Lord. 2. Therefore

thussaith \Sx%Iord God ofIsrael against the pastors that feed

my pjeople ',\ Ye have scattered my flock, and driven them

away, and have not visited them : behold, I will visit upon

you the evil of your doings, saith the Lord. 3. And I will

GATHER the remnant ofmyfloch oiitof all countries whither I
have driven them, and vnllhring tliern again to their folds :

and they shall be fruitful and increase. 4. And I will set up

shepherds over them, which shall feed them : and they shall

fear no more, nor be dismayed, neither shall they be lacking,

saith the Lord. 5. Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that

I will raise imto David a righteous Brai^ch, and a King shall

KEiGN AND PROSPER, and shall q^qcvXq, judgment andjustice in

the earth. 6. Lr his days Judah shall he saved, and Israel

shall dwell safely : and this is his name lohereby he shall he

called, Jehovah-tsidkenu, The Lord our^ Righteousness. 7.

Therefore, behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that they

shall no more say. The Lord liveth, which brought up the

children of Israel out of the land of Egypt ; 8. But, Tlie Lord

liveth, which brouglit up, and which led the house of Israel

out of the north country, and from all countries whither I

had driven them ; and they shall dwell in their own

land."

This final and universal gathering, it will be observed, is

to be in the days when the righteous Branch is raised up

unto David, and a King shall reign and prosper, executing

* See chap. xxxi. 10.

• \ The priests and rabbles that assume the pastoral relatione among the Jews.
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righteousness and judgment in the earth. And the name of

this King is Jehovaii-tsidkenu.* And tliese passages are

unmistakably identified with such as this : Hos. iii. 4: "For

the children of Israel shall abide many days witliout a king,

and without a prince, and without a sacrifice,f and without

an image, and without an ephod, and without a teraphim.:}:

Afterioard [after those many clays] shall the children of Israel

EETUEN, and seehc the Lord their God, and David their king :

and shcdlfear the Lord and his goodness in the latter days."

The eleventh chapter of Isaiah identifies this bringing forth

of the Branch unto David with the final restoration of Israel.

Yerse 1 :
" And there shall come forth a Rod out of the stem

of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his roots." Then

follows a description of the universal peace which shall result

from his judgment of the poor, and destruction of tlie wicked,

(verses 3, 4.) Then, (verse 9,) "the earth shall be fall of the

knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea." This is

after he begins his reign, and after the destruction of the wick-

ed, (verses 3-6.) Then, (verse 10,) referring evidently to the

same period, " And in that day, (verse 1,) there shall be a

Root of Jesse,§ which shall stand for an ensign\ of \h.Q jpeople

:

[the Jews, as the rest of the verse shows ;] to it [the ensigri]

shall the Gentiles seek ; and his [the ensign's'] rest shall be

glorious. 11. And it shall come to pass, in that day, that the

Lord shall set his hand again the second thie, to recover the

eemnajstt of his people, {his by election,] which shall be left^

from Assyria, and from Egypt, and from Pathros, and from

Cush, and from Elam, and from Shinar, and from Hamath,

and from the islands of the sea. Yerse 12. And he shall set

up an ensign for the nations, [verse 10,] and shall assemble

the outcasts of Lsrael, and gather together the dispersed of

* See Note M, in the Appendix.

f There is no possibility of applying this to Christians, or to any people but

the literal Jews.

J That is— as the titles sufficiently indicate — they shall have neither their

own temple service, nor idolatry. How true of their present condition

!

§ "A Branch shall grow out of his roots." (Verse 1.)

[ An ensign for them to rally about. " Unto him [Shiloh^ the gathering of

the people shall be."
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Judah from the four comers of the earth.^ 13. The envy

also of Ephraiin shall depart, and the adversanes of Judah

shall he cut of\^'' e^c.f

Chap. xii. 1 :
" And in that day tliou [Israel] shalt say,

Lord, I will i:>raise thee : though thou wast angry with me,

thine anger is turned aioay^ and thou comfortedst me. 2.

Behold, God is my salvation : I Avill trust and not be afraid

:

for the Lord Jehovah is my strength and my song ; he also

is become my salvation," They shall then know the Lord

their God, and their Eedeemer the Holy One of Israel. Tlie

vail is no longer blinding their hearts. This is, of conrse, all

yet to be fulfilled.

In Isa., chapters xxiv, xxv,, xxvi., and xxvii., we have the

same gathering together of the elect, unmistakably identified

in various ways with the portions previously quoted. And it

is remarkable that all the principal facts respecting the fear

and destruction of the assembled nations, are referred to : we

have, for example,

(1.) The gathering of the nations against Israel at the time

the sun and moon are darkened, when the Lord begins to de-

liver his people. Chap, xxiv 21 :
" And it shall come to pass

in that day, that the Lord shall punish the host of the high

ONES THAT ARE ON HIGH, and the KINGS OF THE EARTH THAT ARE

UPON THE EARTH. 22. And they shall be gathe^red together, as

2:>Hsoners are gathered in the pit, and shall he shut up in the

prison, and after many days shall they be visited.:}: 23. Then

the moon shall be confounded, and the sun ashamed, when the

Lord of hosts shall reign in mount Zion, and in Jerusalem,

and before his ancients gloriously. \^Marg. or, there shall be

glory hefore his ancients.
~\

(2.) A^e have also the fear and perplexity of nations, and

the physical convulsions wliich are to occur in connection

*Rca(l the text from tlie prophecy of Christ now under notice. The Lord

anderstood all about this giitlicriiig of his elect from the four winds.

t This synchronises with all the other jylaces quoted in other parts of the

Treatise, in refcreuce to the distress and destruction among the nations.

:^L3t these remarkable expressions be remembered, to show the identity

of this with pt.rlions hereafter referred to.
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witli the Lord's coming to redeem liis people, and to destroy

the wicked, when he sliall come as a thief in tlie night ; when
the day ofthe Lord shall come as a snare on all them that dwell

on the face of the whole earth. Yerse 17. " Fear and the

pit, and the snare, are npon thee, inhabitant of the earth.

18. And it shall come to pass that he who fleeth from the

noise of the fear, shall foil into the pit ; and he that cometli

up out of the midst of the pit shall be taken in the snare ; for

the windows from on high are open,-' and the foundations of

the earth do shake. 19. The earth is utterly broken down,

the earth is clean dissolved,! the earth is moved exceedingly.

20. The earth shall reel to and fro like a drunkard ; and shall

be removed like a cottage, and the transgressions thereof shall

be heavy upon it; and it shall foil, and not rise again." Then
follows the passage first cpioted in this connection : verse 21

seems to refer to the binding of Satan and Ms angels : those

" wicked spirits in high places," as Paul calls them, Eph. vi.

12.:}: Yerse 22 refers to the gathering of all nations against

Jerusalem, in the great battle of Gog and Magog, as it is de-

scribed elsewhere. Yerse 23, refers to the darkening of the

heavenly luminaries, as it is described by the Saviour, and in

Joel iii. Then follows in chapter xxv., the grateful i-eflcctions

of the redeemed Israelites, in view of G-od's overthrow of their

enemies, his faithful fulfillment of his ancient covenant, the

deliverance of Israel, and the happiness that shall result, xxv.

1 :
" O Lord, thou art my God : I will exalt thee ; I will

praise thy name ; for thou hast done wonderful things : thy

counsels of old are faitJfidness and truth. [He has fulfilled

his old covenant.] 4. For thou hast been a strength to the

poor, a strength to the needy in his distress, a refuge from the

storm, a shadow from the heat when the blast of the terrible

*They see wonderful and terrible things for tbem going on in the heavens,

— even the sign of the Son of man. They see what is coming on the earth.

f 2 Pet., chap. iii.

X For we wrestle not with flesh and blood, but against principalities, against

powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against \_Mar(i.'\

wicJced spirits in high places.
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ones is as a storm against the wall.* 6. And in this moun-

tain f shall the Lord of hosts make unto all people a feast of

fat things, a feast of wines on the lees : of fat things full of

marrow, of wines on the lees well refined. 7. And he will

destroy in tliis mountain the face of the covering cast over

all people, and the vail that is spread over all nations. 8. He
will swallow up death in victory, and the Lord God will wipe

away tears from oft" all faces ; and the rebuke of his jpeojgle

shall he tah'M. away from off all the earth : for thf: Lord

n.vTir SPOKEN IT.:}: 9. And it §hall be said, in that day^ Lo,

Tins IS OUR God ; we have w^aited for him, and he will save

us : this is Jehovah ; we have waited for hem ; we will be

GLAD and rejoice IN HIS SALVATION ! 10. For in this mountain

shall the hand of the Lord rest, and Ifoab shall le trodden

down [threshed] under hi?n,^ even as straw is trodden down
for the dunghill."

In chapter xxvi. we have the song of Israel's gratitude

:

Verses 8 and 9 are affecting references to the ardent and per-

petual longings and expectations which have characterized

the Jews ever since their dispersion. Verse 13 alludes to their

oppression under Gentile rulers. Verse 14 refers to their de-

struction when God visited and destroyed them :
" and in verse

21 we find the manner of it stated: ^^J^or behold the Lord
Cometh out of his i)lace to j)unish the inJiahitants of the earthy

for their iniquity i\ the earth also shall disclose her blood,

\_Marg. bloods,] and she shall no more cover her slain.'' It

will be a time af general judgment of the earth for all the vi-

olence done upon it. The martyrs, such as Isaiah, and the

*Ezek. xxxviii. 9. God says to Gog and Magog in reference to their coming

against his people: "Thou shalt ascend and come like a storm" tkc.

f They were in their own land tlien.

\ It will be found on examination of those places where " tlie Lord hath

epoken" this, that it is to be accomplished literally for Israel, at the time of

his final gathering together.

§ See Isa. xi. 13, 14, and the remaining verses of the chapter quoted above.

\ Tills is not the description of a limited, but of a universal destruction,

when the Lord cometh out of hia place to destroy Israel's oppressors. And
it has been shown that they are to be gathered together as prisoners into the

pit.
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rio-Iiteous dead are to be raised : the earth " shall no more cov-

er her slain."

And all this is connected with Israel's gathering ', verse 15

sufBciently identifies this. Yerses 16 and IT show how they

are brought to the deej^est anguish, repentance, and supplica-

tion at the time of their delivery, just as it is described in

Zach. xii. Yerse 18 shows that, after all, their deliverance

was not by their own might or wisdom, but by direct divine

interposition, as it is elsewhere explained, by the " Lord com-

ing out of his place," and when he " visited and destroyed" the

wicked. This is what we might expect to find, for in several

j^arallel places, as in the chapter forming the subject of this

Exposition, it refers it to the coming of the Lord to punish

the nations of the earth, and gather together his elect. But

the coming of the Lord is elsewhere identified with the resur-

rection of the dead who " sleep in Jesus." And this must re-

fer to all who died in the faith of Jesus, whether they lived

after his first advent, and believed in him who had come ; or

whether they lived previous to the advent, and saw his day,

and were glad.

So in the chapter now under notice, the resurrection of the

righteous dead is not only inferrable from the expressions in

the 21st verse, where the " earth shall disclose her bloods,

and shall no more cover her slain :
" Yerse 19 states the thing

expressly: "Thy dead men shall live, together with my
DEAD body shall THEY ARISE. AwAKE* AND SING, YE THAT

DWELL IN THE DUST : FOR THY DEwf IS AS THE DEW OF HERBS, AND

THE EARTH SHALL CAST OUT THE DEAD." The COHcluding VCr-

ses of the next chapter also serve to identify these things with

the final gathering of Israel as it is described in the prophecy

of Christ, by St. Paul, and by Isaiah in the eleventh chapter,

verses 15, 16, which see. Yerse 12 :
" And it shall come to pass

in that day^X that the Lord shall beat off from the channel of

*The dead in Christ ''sleep in Jesus."

f They will awake from the dust as the fresh, blooming plant covered with
" dew."

X It is remarkable how definitely the times are marked and connected.

23
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the river unto the stream of Egypt,* and ye shall he gathered

one by one, O ye children of Israel. 13. And it shall come

to pass in that day, that the GREAT TRUIMPET shall be

BLOWN, mid they shall come which were ready to perish in

the land of Assyria, and the outcasts in the land of Egypt,

and shall worship the Lord in the holy inount at Jeru-

salemy

Now, comparing Scripture with Scriptm*e, cannot fail to

show that this gathering of all the nations together against the

Jews;\ this comingforth of the Lord out of his place tojudge

oil nations^ and to mahe the eaHh disclose her Moods, and un-

cover her slain / this general gathering together from the ut-

termost parts of the earth of the renmant of God's Jewish

elect, according to his original and oft-repeated covenant

;

this general gathering together of this portion of the elect,

(Isa. xxvii. 13,) " in that day that the great trumpet shall

BE blown, and they shall come which were ready to perish,"

when " the outcasts in the land of Egypt " shall be gathered

in " one by one; " this time when the " dead men shall live,"

and " together with " Isaiah's " dead body " they shall arise

;

" and the earth shall cast out her dead ;
" this time when

" the Lord shall set his hand again, the second timey to recover

the remnant of his people which shall be left
;

" when " he

shall set up an ensign for the nations, and shall assemhle the

outcasts of Israel, and gather together the dispersed of Ju-

DAH, fro^n the four corners of the earth :
"— it will be found

that all these events S3aichronise, and are just as literal as

Avords can well express them; that they are, in fact, so inter-

*Tha channel of the river evidently refers to the river Nile, which is to be

smitten "in the seven streams," and men carried over it "dry shod." Isa. xi.

15. Tlie approach of the Israelites from that part of the world will be across

the river Nile, then along the coast to the "stream of Egypt," which is a little

river on the south-west corner of Palestine. The Israelites are to approach

Palestine from that part of tlie world, as Isaiah ssiys, (xi. 14,) by the way of

the Philistines toward the west. The map of Palestine will explain this in a

moment.

\ Against those who are assembled at Jerusalem before the general gather-

ing of the Jew3.
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woven witli wliat is uudeniablj literal, that notliing but un-

justifiable violence can wrest tlieni from their appropriate

literal application and make them figurative.

In Isa. Ixv., we have also promises to the Jewish elect which

must yet be fulfilled bj their being gathered unto the Lord

in their own land. Yerse 8 :
" Thus saith the Lord, As the

new wine is found in the cluster, and one saith, Destro}^ it

not, for a blessing is in it ; so will I do for my servants' sake,

that Imay not destroy them all. 9. And I will bring forth-

a seed out of Jacob, and out of Judah an inheritor of my
mountains ; and mine elect shall inherit it, and my servants

shall dwell there. 10. And Sharon shall be a fold for flocks,

and the valley of Achor a place for the herds to lie down in,

for mypeojjle that have sought me." Then follows (verse 11,)

a rebuke for their wickedness
; (12,) the destructive judg-

ments that their sins had provoked
;
(13-15.) the results of

obedience and disobedience
; (17,) the new heavens and earth :

" For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth ; and the

former shall not be remembered, nor come to mind. 18, But

be ye glad and rejoice forever in that which I create ; for be-

hold, I create Jerusalem a rejoicing, and her people a joy.,

19. And I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and joy in my people ;.

and the voice of weeping shall be no more heard in her, nor

the voice of crying. 20. There shall be no more thence

an infant of days, nor an old man that hath not filled his

days : for the child shall die an hundred years old ; but the

sinner an hundred years old shall be accursed. 21. And they

shall build houses and inhabit them ; and the}^ shall plant

vineyards, and eat the fruit of them. 22. Tliey shall not

build, and another inhabit ; they shall not plant, and another

eat ; for as the days of a tree are the days of my 23eople, and

mine elect shall long enjoy the work of their hands. 23. They

shall not labor in vain, nor bring forth for trouble ; for they

are the seed of the blessed of the Lord, and their offspring

with them. 24. And it shall come to pass, that before they

call, I will answer ; and wliile they are yet speaking, I will

hear. 25. The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, and tho

lion shall cat straw like the bullock \ and dust shall be the
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serpent's meat. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my
holy mountain, saith the Lord."

By comparin;^ this with the eleventh of Isaiah, it will be

identified as belonging to the same period,— the time of Is-

rael's restoration.

In the last chapter of Isaiah, the creation of the new heav-

ens and new earth is represented very plainly as belonging to

the period of Israel's sudden restoration and conversion to the

Lord ; and it is also described in inseparable connection with

the coming of the Lord to judgment at the time that "all

nations " shall be gathered together against Israel, so that " all

the tribes of the earth" may see the glory of the Lord's judg-

ment-coming, when he appears in flaming fire to deliver his

people, and destroy their foes. The battle of Gog and Ma-

ofofir. as it is described in Ezekiel, and in Joel, will be termi-

nated in that manner.

The astonishing suddenness of Israel's conversion is stri-

kingly illustrated in vei-ses T, 8 ; and God claims to do the

work himself, verse 9 ; verses 10, 11, 12, and 13, show how it

is to be applied to the religious and national capital of the

Jews, for which they had mourned, verse 10. Yerse 14 tells

how they would be afi'ected when they should see it accom-

plished :
" And when ye see this, your heart shall rejoice, and

your bones shall flourish like an herb ; and the hand of the

Lord shall be known toward his servants, and his indignation

toward his enemies." Then follows the way in which it shall

be done, clearly identifying it with the second advent in glory,

in the sight of all men, at the time that all nations are gath-

ered before him, when Jerusalem shall be finally delivered,

and the Jews restored forever. And the fire that consumes

the wicked will renovate the earth and heavens. Yerse 15 :

" For behold, the Lord will come wrru riuE, and wn^u his

CHAKIOl-S LIKE A WUIULWIND, TO RENDER IIIS ANGER WITH FURY,

AND uis REBUKE WITH FLAMiis OF FIRE. IG. For 1)7/ fire, atidhy

his sword, will the Lordplead loith all flesh; and the slain

of the Lord shall he many. 17. Tliey that sanctify them-

selves, and purify themselves in the gardens, behind one in

the midst, y^farg. one after another,] eating swine's flesh, and
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the abomination, and the mouse, shall he consumed together,

saith the Lord. 18. For I know their works and their thoughts
;

it shall come, that I will gather all nations and tongues
;

AND they shall COME AND SEE ]MY GLORY. 19. And I will Set

a sign among them, and I will send those that escape of them

unto the nations, to Tarshish, Pul, and Lud that draw the bow,

to Tubal, and Javan, to the isles afar oflP, that have not heard

my fame, neither have seen my glory ; and they shall declare

my glory among the Gentiles. 20. And they shall bring all

your brethren for an oifering unto the Lord, out of all nations,

upon horses, and in chariots, and in litters, and upon mules,

and upon swift beasts, to my holy mountain Jerusalem, saith

the Lord, as the children of Israel bring an offering in a clean

vessel into the house of the Lord. 21. And I will take of

them for priests and Levites, saith the Lord. 22. For as the

new heavens and the new earth, which I will make, shall re-

main before me, saith the Lord, so shall your seed and your

name remain. 23. And it shall come to pass, that from one

new moon to another, and from one Sabbath to another,* shall

all flesh come to worship before me, saith the Lord. 24. And
they shall go forth, and lookf upon the carcasses of the men
that have transgressed against me : for their worm shall not

die, neither shall their fire be quenched ; and they shall be an

abhorring unto all flesh. ":{:

That Israel is still regarded by the Lord as his cJiosen jpeo-

jple, and that, for this reason, he will at last gather them to-

gether, appears most evidently from Ezek. xxxiv. 1-9, which

contains God's complaint against those who have caused his

people to err. Yerse 10, contains a notification of what God
intends to do for his " flock" that had been "scattered upon

all the face of the earth."

Yerse 11 :
" For thus saith the Lord God ; Behold, I, even

I, will both search my sheep, and seek them out. 12. As a

*The new heavens and the new earth are the old heavens and the old earth

renewed ; restored to their original condition before man had sinned.

\ Not forever, certainly, but at first; immediately after the great battle,

when (verse 16,) "the slain of the Lord shall be many."

\ See Note N, in the Appendix.
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shepherd seeketh out his flock in the day that he is among
Ivis sheep that are scattered ; so will I seek out mj sheep, and

will deliver them out of all places where they have been scat-

tered in the cloudy and dark day. 13. And I will bring them

out from the people, and will gather them from the countries,

and will hring them to their own land, and feed ^ them upon

the mountains of Isi^ael hy the rivers, and in all the inhabited

places of the country. 14. I will feed them in a good 2:)asture,

and ujyon the high mountains of Israel shall their fold he j

there shall they lie in a good fold, and in a fat pasture shall

they feed upon the mountains of Israel. 15. I will feed my
flock, and I will cause them to lie down, saitli the Lord God.

16. I will seek that which was lost, and bring again that

which was driven av/ay, and will bind up that which was bro

ken, and will strengthen that which was sick : but I will de

stroy the fat and the strong : I will feed them with judgment."

Yerse 22 :
" Therefore will I save my flock, and they shall

no more l)e a j:>r<?y .• and I will judge between cattle and cat-

tle.f 23. And I will set up one SnEPiiEKD over them, and he

shall feed them, even my servant David,:j: he shallfeed them,

and HE shall he their shepherd. 24. And I the Lord will be

their God, and my sei'vant David, a pkince among them : I

the Lord have spoken it. 25. And I will make with them a

covenant of peace, and will cause the evil beasts to cease out

of the land : and they shall dwell safely in the wilderness, and

sleep in the woods.§ 2G. And I will nuike them and the pla-

ces round about my hill a blessing ; and will cause the shower

to come down in his season ; there shall be showers of bless-

ings. 27. And the tree of the field shall yield her fruit, and

the earth shall yield her increase, and they shall be safe in

their land, and shall know that I am the Lord,|| when I have

*They are represented under the. similitude of a flock: hence the meaning

of feeding them.

f
" As a shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats."

:f
Thia can bo no other than Clirist.

§"They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain."

II
In that day they will say, "This is our God; we have waited for him,

and he will save us: that is the Lord: [Jehovah] we have waited for liim;

we will be glad and rejoice in his salvation." Isa. x.w. 9.
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broken the bands of tlieir joke, and delivered tbem out of the

hand of those that served themselves of them. 28. And they

shall no more he aprey to the heathen, neither shall the beasts

of the land devour them ; but they shall dwell safely, and

none shall make them afraid. 29. And I will raise up for

them a plant of renown,* and they shall be no more consum-

ed with hunger, neither bear the shame of the heathen any

more. 30. Thus shall they know that I the Lord their God
am with them, and that they, the house of Israel, are viy jpeo-

ple,-f saith the Lord God. 31. And ye my jiock, the flock of

my pasture, are men, and I am your God, saith the Lord
God."

On this passage, the following conclusions must be consid-

ered undeniable : 1. That it relates to literal Israel. 2. That

it foretells a gathering that they have never yet realized. 3.

That they will then dwell in their own country. 4. That

Christ will then be their Prince and Shepherd. 5. That they

will all be truly converted. 6. That their residence in Pales-

tine will be free from sorrow, danger, disappointment, or in-

terruption.

The thirty-sixth chapter of Ezekiel will never cease to be
regarded as teaching, as plainly as language can teach it, the

final restoration and conversion of the whole house of Israel

that shall remain until " the set time to favor Zion " shall come.

And it all proceeds on the professed ground of God's regard

for his own name, in view of his unchangeable covenant with

their fathers.

The chapter opens with an address to the mountains of Is-

rael, and continues to the 15th verse. E'o possibility of fair

interpretation can ever mistake the intention of God to define

" the mountains of Israel " literally ; and no proof whatever
can be drawn from history to show that the promised restora-

tion of the Israelitish inhabitants has yet been effected. In
the connections of the passage, it must be as impossible to

* See Isa. xi. 1.

f " For Jacob my servant's sake, and Israel mine elect, I have even called

thee by thy name." Isa. xlv. 4. " Yet hear thou, Jacob, my servant : and
Israel, whom I have chosen." Isa. xliv. 1.
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misunderstand itslltorality, as to misunderstand the Scriptures

that describe the exodus from Egypt, or the entrance into

Canaan. Such language as tliis cannot reasonably be misin-

terpreted : Verse 8 :
" But ye, O mountains of Israel, ye shall

shoot forth your branches, and yield your fruit to my people

of Israel ; for tlieij are at hand to come, 9. For behold, I am
for you, and I will turn unto you, and ye shall be tilled and

sown : 10. And I will multiply men upon you, all tuk norsE

OF IsrwAEL, EVEN ALL OF IT ; and tlie cities shall be inhabited,

and the wastes shall be builded. 11. And I will multiply

upon you man and beast ; and they shall increase and bring

fruit : and 1 will settle you after your old estates^ and imll do

hetter iinto you than at your beginnings : and ye shall know
that Iam the Lord. 12. Yea, I will cause men to walk upon

you, EVEN MY PEOPLE IsKAEL ; and they shall possess thee^ and
thou shalt he their inheritance,, and thou shalt no more hence-

forth hereave them of men^^'

Verse 16. " Moreover the word of the Lord came unto me,

saying, 17. Son of man, when the house of Israel dwelt in

their own land, they defiled it by their own way and by their

doings : their way was before me as the uncleanness of a re-

moved woman. 18. Wherefore, I poured my fury upon them

for the blood that they had shed upon the land, and for their

idols wherewith they had polluted it. And I scattered them

among the heathen, and they were disj^ersed through the

countries : according to their way and according to their do-

ings I judged them. 20. And when they entered unto the

heathen, whither they went, they profaned my holy name,

when they said to them, These are the people of Jchovahf^

and are goneforth out of his land ! 21. But I had pity for
my holy name,j^ which the house of Israel had profaned among
the heathen whither they went. 22. Therefore, say unto the

house of Israel, Thus saith the Lord God : Ido not this for

* How strikingly llie last seventeen IninJreil 3'cars of Jcwisluliistory, aud

Canaan's desolation, are ulhidetl to in tliis cliapter.

f The heathen knew the God of the Jewish nation by tliis name.

X See chap. xx. 9, 14.
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your sokes, house of Israel, hutfor mine holy name^s sake,'*'

wliich ye have profaned among the heathen, whither ye went,

23. And I will sanctify my great name, which was profaned

among the heathen, which ye have profaned in the midst of

them ; and the heathen shall know that I am jEiiovAH,f saitli

the Lord God, when I shall be sanctified in you before their

eyes.:}: 2-i. For% I will take youfrom among the heathen, and
GATHfiR yoib out of all countries, and will hring you into your

oion landP

But, says an objector, we read that they will continue in

blindness until the fullness of the Gentiles is come. How can

wicked, spiritually blind, hard hearted Jews dwell in the re-

newed inheritance ? Let God explain this matter.

Yerse 25 :
" Then | wall 1 sprinkle clean water upon you,

and ye shall be clean : from all your filthiness, and from all

your idols, will I cleanse you. 26. A new heart also will I

give you, and a new spirit will I put within yo'u ; and I will

take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give

you a heart of flesh. 27. An(f I will put my spirit within

you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep

my judgments, and do them. 28. And ye shall dwell est

THE LAND THAT I GAVE TO YOL'K FATHERS ; and ye shall be my
people, and I will be your God. 29. I will also save yoa
from all your uncleannesses ; and I will call for the corn, and

will increase it, and lay no fiimine upon you. 30. And I will

multiply the fruit of the tree, and the increase of the field,

that ye shall receive no more reproach of famine among the

heathen, 31. Then shall ye remember your own evil ways,

and your doings that were not good, and shall loathe your-

selves in your own sight for your iniquities, and for your

abominations. 32. ]N"ot for your sakes do I this, saith the

Lord God, be it known unto you : be ashamed and confound-

* As men "would say, out of respect for their own re2)utation for veracity.

f It is altogether more expressive to retain the orir/inal name, Jeuovah, of

the Lord God of Israel.

:{: Chap. X.V. 41, and xxiii. 22.

§This is the way his veracity will be displayed.

II
For then there shall come out of Zion the Deliverer, and shall tui-a away

ungodliness from Jacob.
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ed * for TOur own ways, O house of Israel. 33. Tims saith the

Lord God ; In the day that I shall have cleansed you from all

your iniquities, I will also cause you to dwell in the cities,

and tlie wastes shall be builded. 34. And the desolate land

shall be tilled, whereas it lay desolate in the sight of all that

passed by.f 35. And they shall say, This land that loas des-

olate is hecome like the garden of Eden ! and the waste and des-

olate and ruined cities X are become fenced, and are inhabited.

36. Then the heathen that are left round about you § shall

know that I Jkhovah build the ruined places, and plant that

that was desolate : I Jehovah have spoken it, and I will do

it. 37. Thus saith the Lord God : I will yet be inquired of

by the house of Israel, to do it for them : I will increase them

with men like a flock. 38. As the holy flock, as the flock of

Jerusalem in her solemn feasts ; so shall the waste cities be

filled with flocks of men ; and they shall know that I am
Jehovah."

* See Zech. xii. #

f How distinctly the prophecy describes the history of Palestine for the last

thousand j'ears and more !

\ The niins of cities overspread almost every portion of Palestine.

§S»;e Note N, in the Appendix.
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CHAPTER XYI.

PrincijKil siibject— Gatiieeing the Elect.

Applied to the Restoration of the Jcivs— Reasons for contiiniing Mie Suljjeot

—

Ezekiel's A^ision of the Dry Bones— Design, and Snbstanee of the Vision—
God's own Interpretation— Figurative Language not used to interpret

Figurative— Final Union, Gathering, and Blessedness of Israel—A King-

dom under the reign of Messiah—The Battle of Gog and Magog— Referred

to in other parts of the Bible— Interpretation— Prophecj^ of Zechariah—
The Great Battle— The Lord Revealed— The Victory— Prophecy of

Amos—The Tabernacle of David raised up— Ilajipy Condition of the

People— Prophecy of Moses—The History and Prophecy blended— True

conversion, and real Restoration— St. Paul's Reasoning— Synopsis of the

Argument— Twenty-nine Particulars in the Argument— The Conclusion—
Angelic Agency in Gathering the Elect— Examples— How the present

Dispensation will be terminated.

Verse 31. And [then] shall ue send his angels with a great sound of a

TRUMPET, AND THEY SHALL GATHER TOGETHER HIS ELECT FROM THE FOUE WINDS, FROM

ONE END OF HEAVEN TO THE OTHER.

The only apoloo;y— if any be needed— for extending tliis

subject, in its application to the Jews, is (1.) The very great

importance of a thorougli understanding of the divine will in

respect to this matter ; and (2.) Because the subject has not

generally been investigated by either the common reader of

the Bible, or by the ministers of the gospel.

The writer has conversed with a great many both of the

membership and the ministry, who seemed, in too many
instances, neither to know nor to care what the Scriptures

teach in respect to the m.atter in question. And, even with

many wdio are somewhat impressed with the importance of

the subject, there have been manifested so much indcfinite-

ness and indecision, and so little personal acquaiiitance with

the Scripture doctrine, that the writer has been for several

years painfully impressed, that the divine will in respect to

the final destiny of the Jewish race has not received that

prayerful attention by the churches, that has been directed to
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other subjects of no greater, and probably of less, importance.

Yet it requires but a moment's meditation to perceive tbat

tbe final restoration of the Lord's ancient people, both to him-

self and their fatherland, must be regarded as the great event

of the closing dispensation.

The vision of the resurrection of the dry bones is directly

connected with the prophecy of Ezekiel, which was under

discussion at the close of the preceding chapter. The reader

is requested to keep open before him the thirty-seventh chap-

ter of Ezekiel, that he may clearly perceive its connections

with the preceding and subsequent portions of the prophecy.

The design of the vision was evidently to illustrate and con-

firm what God had just declared concerning the convei-sion

and final gathering of the children of Israel and Judah.

From verse 1 to 10, inclusive, we have the vision, which the

reader will perceive has a direct connection with tlie preceding

chapter. Yerses 11-14 contain God's own application and
interpretation of the vision. Let tuis be distinctly consid-

EKED ; together -with the fact, that the Lord does not give one

vision or parable to explain another. There are man}'- instan-

ces of the Lord's explaining his own figurative language, and

the visions of his prophets. But the writer has not in recol-

lection an instance where one parable, metaphor, or vision

was given to interpret another. In all cases where the inter-

pretation and application of figurative language and visions

have been examined, not figurative, but simple, literal lan-

guage has been employed.

The use of figurative language to explain figurative, would

be a manifest impropriety ; for, in that case, the interj)reta-

tion itself would need to be interpreted. In other words, it

would be no interpretation at all.

Xow, God's own interpretation of the vision of dry bones

is this: Yerse 11: "Then said he unto me. Son of man,

tJiese hones are the whole house of Israel. Behold, they say,

Our bones are dried, and our hope is lost ; we arc cut off for

our parts.* 12. Therefore prophecy and say unto them,

*Doc3 not this mean, "We are cut off from our parts? i. e. -we are cut oflF

from enjoying our parts of the everlasting possession promised to our fathers:

Our hope is lost
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Tims saitii tlie Lord God : O my peoi^Ic, I will open yonr

graves, and cause you to come up out of your graves, and

bring you into the land of Israel.* 13. And ye shall know
that I am Jehovah, when I have (opened your graves, O my
people, and brought you up out of your graves. 14. And
shall put my Spirit in you, and ye shall live, and I shall place

you in your own land : then shall ye know tliat I the Lord

have spoken it, and performed it, saitli the Lord." Then fol-

lows (verses 15-19) a representation of the final gathering and

complete union of all the children of Israel, under the simili-

tude of uniting two sticks [rods or sceptres] into one. Verses

16, 19, sufficiently prove the universality of its application to

the literal posterity of Israel. With verse 20 begins the

statement of God's own explanation and purpose in the mat-

ter : Yerse 20 :
" And the sticks whereon thou writest (verse

16) shall be in thine hand befure thine eyes. 21. And say

unto them. Thus saitli the Lord God ; Behold, Twill take the

children of Israel from among the heathen^ whither they 1)6

gone, and will gather them on every side, and bring them

INTO THEIROWN LAND. 22. And IwiU make them one nation in

THE LAND UPON THE MOUNTAINS OF IsRAEL ; and ONE KING SHALL

BE KING TO THEM ALL : and they shall he no more two nations,

neither shall they he divided into two kingdoms any more at

all. 23. Neither shall tliey defile themselves any more with

their idols, nor with their detestable things, nor with any of

their transgressions : but I will save them out of all their

dwelling places, wherein they have sinned, and will cleanse

them : so shall they be my people, and I wall be their God.

24. And David my servant shall be king over them ; and

they all shall have one shepherd : they shall also walk in my
judgments, and observe my statutes ; and do them. 25. And
they shall dwell in the land that I have given unto Jacoh my
servant, wherein your fathers have dwelt, and they shall dwell

therein, even they, and their children, and their children's

children forever : and my servant David shall he their prince

FOKEVER.f 26. Moreover I will make a covenant of peace

*See Isa. xxvi. 19; Hos. xiii. 14.

j- It does seem inexcusable for any intelligent person to pretend that this

passage, iu its connections, is of doubtful application. How could the Lord
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loith thnmj it shallhe an eveklasting covenant loith them^

and I will place thcm^ and multiply them^ and will set my
sanctuary in the raid^t of them forever more. 27. My taber-

nacle also shall be Avith them ;
* yea, I will be their God, and

they shall be my people. 28. And the heathen shall know
that I the Lord do sauctify Israel, when my sanctuary shall

])e in the midst of them for evermore."

In chapters xxxviii, and xxxix. we liave the i^rophecy of the

great battle of Gog and Magog with the restored Israelites,

just as we find it stated in Zcch. and Joel, and as we find it

predicted in Kev. twice ; once as a literal occurrence, at the

closing up of the present dispensation, and once as a symboli-

cal illustration to represent the conflict and destruction at the

closing up of the millenium. There can be no difficulty in

discovering the identity of the event described in Ezek. xxxix.

17-22, and in Rev. xix. 11-21. And it Avill be seen that the

restoration of Israel, the destruction of their enemies, the

marriage of the Lamb, (Eev. xix. 7-9,) are all to transpire in

connection with the judgment coming of the Lord, and at

the closing up of the ante-millenial dispensation.

Kow, it is freely admitted that in these various represen-

tations of the events of the same period, there are some things

which are less easily understood than some other things

"which are related in the same connection. This arises princi-

pally from the fact, that God did not move any one of the

prophets to predict all the circumstances of the Lord's second

advent. And there is undeniably a degree of difficulty in all

our attempts to analyze and arrange cln-onologically all the

events which are related by the different prophets, as forming

distinctive portions of that wonderful display of events wliich

will introduce the millenial dispensation. But, previously to

the first coming of our Lord, there was the same diiliculty in

the analysis and application of the many particulars wliich

were predicted in connection with the foretelling of his advent.

And tlie same thing is true with respect to many other

describe such an event, supposing that he desired to do eo, if be has not done

it in this chapter, and its associated passages?

• Sec Mote 0, in the Appendix.
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propliecies, wliicli, after their fulfillment, v:erc sufficiently

plain to be understood by all.

It is obviously our duty, in reference to such prophecies, to

interpret what is less plain by what is more plain ; and never

to permit what we do know to be set aside by what we do not

know. AVho, for instance, can flxil to understand such a pre-

diction as this, which closes up the prophecy of Gog and Ma-
jj-oo; ? Ezek. xxxix. 22 :

" So the house of Israel shall know
that I am Jehovah their God frora that day and forwai^d.

23. And the lieathen shall know that the house of Israel went

into captivity for their inicpiity ; because they trespassed

against me, therefore hid I my face from them, and gave

them into the hand of their enemies ; so fell they all by the

sword. 24. According to their uncleanness, and according to

their transirressions have I done unto them, and hid mv face

from them. 25. Therefore thus saitli the Lord God ; IN'ow

"will I bring again the captivity of Jacob, and have mercy

upon the whole house of Israel, and will he jealous for my
holy naine^'' 26. After that they have borne their shame,

and all their trespasses wherewith they have trespassed against

me, w^hen they dwelt safely in their own land, and none made
them afraid. 27. When I have brought them again from
the peojple^ and gathered them out of their enemies^ land^ and

am sanctified in ^A<?mf inthe sight of many nations. 28.

Tlien they shall know that I am Jehovah their God, wdiich

caused them to be led into captivity among the heathen ; but

I have gathered them unto their oion land^ and have left none

of them any more there. [Among the heathen.] 29. Neither

will I hide my face any more from them ; for I have poured

out my Spii'it upon the house of Israel, saith the Lord God."

And who can misunderstand such a prediction as this, which

the connections show is yet to be fulfilled ? Zech. vii. 12

:

* By referring to the many places where the expression is used, it will be

Been that God regards himself as being distinctly pledged to do this for Israel

;

and that he will yet justify himself in this matter before the whole world.

f In their dispersion and wickedness, God regarded himself as suffering

reproach, as one that had promised without fulfilling ; and in their final res-

toration and happiness, he will be sanctified in them ; his character as a cove-

nant keeping God will be cleared from all imputations.
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(E,eferring to the wickedness of Israel,) "Tea, tliey made

tlieir lieart as an adamant stone, lest they should hear the

law, and the words which the Lord of hosts hath sent in his

Spirit by the former prophets :* therefore came a great wrath

from the Lord of hosts. 13. Tlierefore it is come to pass, th^t

as he cried, and they would not hear ; so they cried, and I

would not hear, saith the Lord of hosts : 14. But I scattered

them with a whirlwind among all nations whom they knew

not. Thus the land was desolate after them, that no man
passed through nor returned ; for they laid the pleasant land

desolate. Chapter viii. 1 : Again the word of the Lord of

hosts came unto me, saying, 2. Thus saith the Lord of hosts

;

I M-as jealous for Zion with great jealousy, and I was jealous

for her M'ith great fury. 3. Tlius saith the Lord : I am re-

turned unto Zion,-]- and will dwell in the midst of Jerusalem
;

and Jerusalem shall be called, A city of truth ; and the moun-

tain of the Lord of hosts, The holy mountain. 4. Thus saith

the Lord of hosts ; There shall yet old men and old women
dwell in the streets of Jerusalem, and every man with his

staff in his hand for every age, [for multitude of days.:|:] 5.

And the streets of the city shall be full of boys and girls

playing in the streets thereof. 6. Thus saith the Lord of

hosts : If it he marvelous in the eyes of the remnant of thispeo-

ple in these days, should it also be marvelous in ?ni7ie eyes,

saith the Lord of hosts? 7. Thus saith the Lord of hosts;

Behold, I will save my people from the east country, and from

the west country ; 8. And I will bring them, and they shall

dwell in the midst of Jerusalem ; and they shall be my peo-

ple, and I will be their God, in truth and in righteousness."

Verse 11 : (After describing in vci*ses 9 and 10 their days of

affliction,) " But now I will not be unto the residue § of this

* " Tlie testimony of Jesus is tlie Spirit of prophecy," Rev. xix. 10. See

also, John v. 39. It was these portions of tlie prophecies against which the

Jews opposed themselves ; and for which wrath came upon them so terribly.

•j- Speaking— as was not unusual— of things future as if they were present.

! X Isa. Ixv. 20, and the connections.

§ It is remarkable how frequently these latter day blessings are described

ae being given to the raidue, the remnant, those that be left, those i\xo.i remain^

of Israel.
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people as in the former days, saith the Lord of hosts. 12.

For the seed shall be prosperous
;
the vine shall give her fruit,

and the ground shall give her increase, and the heavens shall

give their dew ; and I will cause the remnant of this people

to possess all these things." Let the reader examine the re-

maining portions of the chapter.

Kead also chapters ix. and x. In the great battle which is

so frequently referred to elsewhere, as occurring in connection

with their final gathering to the Lord and their fatherland,

the Israelites shall be aided by the visible presence of the

Lord. Ch. ix. 14 :
" And the Lord shall be seen over them,

and his arrows shall go forth as the ligldning^ and the Lokd
God shall blow the trumpet, and shall go with the whirl-

winds of the south." Verse 16. " And the Lord God shall

save them in that day, as the flock of his people." Chap. x.

5 :
" And they shall be as mighty men, which tread down their

enemies in the mire of the streets in battle ; and they shall

fight because the Lord is with them, and the riders on horses

shall be confounded. 6. And I will strengthen the house of

Judah, and I will save the house of Joseph, and will TjTing

them again to ])laGe them ; for I have mercy upon them : and
they shall be as though I had not cast them off; for I am the

Lord their God, and will hear them. 8. I will hiss for them,

and gather them ; for I have redeemed them ; and they shall

increase as they have increased. 9. And I will sow* them
among the people ; and they shall remember mo in far coun-

tries
; and they shall live with their children, and turn again.

10. I will bring them also out of the land of Egypt, and gather

them out of Asyria ; and I will bring them again into the

land of Gilead, and Lebanon ; and place shall not be found

for them. 11. And he shall pass through the sea with alflic-

tions,f and [the Lord] shall smite the waves in the sea, and
all the deeps of the river shall dry up ; and the pride of As-

syria shall be brought down, and the eceptre of Egypt shall

* How fearfully, and yet beautifully, this expresses their present dispersion.

f This is an imperfect translation : the Septuagint and the Vulgate give the

true sense ;
" And he [Israel] shall pass through the &traiU of the sea." The

passage is parallel with Isa. xi. 15, which see.

24
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depart away. 12. And I will strengthen then! in the Lord ;

and they shall walk np and down in his name, saith the Lord."'

Chapters xii., xiii., and xiv. clearly relate to this final gather-

ing and estallishing of God's Israelitish elect ; and also fully

identify the time of its accomplishment with the end of the

present dispensation, the coming of the Lord, (chap. xiv. 1, 3,

4, 5,) and the everlasting happiness of those who are saved.

In Amos ix. 8, we find the same predictions :
" Behold, the

eyes of the Lord God are npon the sinful kingdom ; and I

will destroy it from oif the face of the earth ; saving that I

will not utterly destroy the house of Jacob, saith the Lord.

9. For lo, I will command, and I will sift the house of Ljrael

among all nations, like as corn is sifted in a sieve, yet shall

not the least grain fall npon the earth. 10. All the sinners

of my people shall die by the sword, which say. The evil

shall not overtake ns nor prevent us. 11. In that day will I

raise up the tabernacle of David which is fallen down, and

close np the breaches thereof; and I will raise up his ruins,

and I will bnild it as in the days of old ; 12. That they may
possess the remnant of Edom,* and of all the heathen which

are called by my name, [upon whom my name is called,]

saith the Lord that doeth this. 13. Behold, the days come,

saith the Lord, that the plowman shall overtake the reapei*,

and the treader of grapes him that soweth seed
;
[draweth

forth ;] and the mountains shall drop sweet wine, and all the

hills shall melt.f 14. And I will bring again the captivit}^ of

my peojDle Israel, and they shall build the waste cities, and

inhabit them ; and they shall plant vineyards, and drink the

wine thereof; they also make gardens, and eat the fruit of

them. 15. And I v:ill jplant them upon their hmd, a?id they

shall no more lepidled up out of their land which I have giv-

en them^ saith the Lord thy God.":}:

*See Isa. xi. 14.

fSee Joel iii. 18, and otlier parallel places.
,
Tlie renovated earth and heav-

ens shall then exhibit the perennial bloom and increasing fruitfulness of Eden.

See Isa. li. 3, Ezek. xxxvi. .35, and other places.

X What language can be more uneqiiivocal in its identifying of both the peo-

ple and their destiny ?
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It cannot be necessary to repeat, or to refer to all the pas-

sages which most evidently belong to the same people, and

refer to the same destiny. The explicit testimony of Moses

and of Paul, however, is too important to be omitted. If

there was nothing more said in the Bible than was written by
the chief prophet of the former dispensation, and the chief

apostle of the present, it would be sufficient to establish the

doctrine of the final gathering of God's ancient elect, in con-

nection w^ith the final gathering of those of more recent se-

lection.

Dent, xxviii. contains a wonderfully particular prediction

of the dispersion and sufferings of the descendants of Israel.

There can be no 230ssibility of misunderstanding either its ap-

plication or its sentiment. It has been for many ages an im-

movable bulwark against the attacks of infidelity. But the

thirtieth chapter is equally definite in its teaching, and as ob-

vious in its application. It can refer to no other people ; and

cannot, without inexcusable violence, be understood otherwise

than literally. Yerse 1 : "And it shall come to pass, when
all these things are come upon thee, the blessing and the

curse, which I have set before thee ; and thou shalt call them

to mind among all the nations whither the Lord thy God hath

driven thee. 2. And shalt return unto the Lord thy God, and

shalt obey his voice according to all that I command thee this

day ; thou and thy children, with all thine heart, and with all

thy soul ; 3. That then the Lord thy God will turn thy cap-

tivity, and have compassion upon thee, and will return and

gather thee from all the nations whither the Lord thy God
hath scattered thee. 4. If* any of thine be driven to the

outmost parts of heaven, from thence will the Lord thy God
gather thee, and from thence will he fetch thee. 5. And the

* " But there is an if in the matter." There is indeed. But do you not

observe that the if has reference to the dUjyersion, not to tlie gathering. la

verse 10, however, there is an if in connection Avith the suhject of their final

obedience ; and in verse 1*7, there is an if in connection with the reference to

their apostacy. If the if in verse 10 renders tliat part iincertain, why should

not the if in verse lY render that also doubtful ? The truth is, the if is used

more to hitcnsify a previous statement, than for any other reason
;
just as in

John xiv, 3: "If I go to prepare a jilace for you, I will come again," «&c.
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Lord thy God will bring tliec into the land which thy fathers

possessed, and thou shalt possess it : and he will do thee good,

and multiply thee above thy fathers. 6. And the Lord thy God
will circumcise thine heart, and the heart of thy seed, to love

the Lord thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul,

that thou mayest live. 8. And thou shalt return and obey

the voice of the Lord, and do all his commandments which I

command thee this day."

Here the same Inspiration that predicted the dispersion of

the chosen people among all the nations of the earth, has just

as clearly, and just as repeatedly, predicted their final gather-

ing from one end of heaven to the other. It is difficult to

perceive how any intelligent mind can be satisfied with any-

thing less than a full, literal application of the part relating

to the gathering^ since it is undeniable that there has been a

full and literal fulfillment of the part relating to the clisj)ersion.

And, if possible, it is still more wonderful how any pious

mind can be indifferent to the teachings of Inspiration in re-

spect to this glorious gathering. St. Paul, in Eomans xi., has

placed this matter beyond a rational doubt. It will not be

necessary to guote all that he has said : it will be expedient

only to give a synopsis of his argument. And it will be Y>ev-

ceived that his reasoning is systematical, logical, and con-

clusive.

If the reader will keep the chapter open before him, as he

peruses this review of Paul's argument, he will do himself a

favor.

1. The proposition to he considered. Verse 1 : "I say, then,

Hath God cast away his people ?
*

2. The 2)osition of the apostle. Verse 2 :" God hath not cast

away his people which he foreknew."f

*The people are identified in chap, x., 10-21; chap, xi., 1, 2, 7, 25, 28, Ac.

f The nature of the .case, and the whole structure of the argument, prove,

that the question was not whetlier all the individuals of that people were cast

away: no one ever entertained such an idea. Nor was it whether God had

cast away those that he "forekneio" would be converted: tlmt was never a

matter of dispute. The point was this: Hath God cast away Israel as a peo-

ple, so that, as a people, they shall not be restored ; this was, and is, a matter

of dispute.
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3. Statement of the case. Terse 5 :
" Tliere is a remnant "

preserved, as at a former time.

4. Reasonfor the jyreseimation of the remnant. Terse 5

:

" According to the eledionP By divine choice and purpose.

5. Ground of the election. Terse 5 :
" Grace.^'

6. Character of the electing grace. Terse 6 :
" And if by

grace^ then it is no more of works: otherwise grace is no more

grace. But if it be of worJcs, then it is no more grace : other-

wise v:)orTc,is no more worTi^ That is, the election does not in

any degree depend upon any works on the part of the rem-

nant chosen and preserved. It is purely a matter of divine

purpose
;
just as God, when speaking of the final gathering

of Israel, often took occasion to remind them of the ground

on which he would proceed in the matter." *

7. Present result of the election. Terse 7: "What then?

Israel [in general] hath not obtained that which he seeketh

for : but the election [remnant elected] hath obtained it ; and

the rest [Israel in general] were blinded." Just as had been

predicted.

8. Subject of delate resumed. Terse 11 :
" Have they [Is-

rael in general] stumbled that they should fall ? "f

9. The a])ostWs ])osition reassumed. Terse 11 :
" God for-

bid." By no means. They have not fallen so as to be cast

away.

10. Why their temporary fall loas permitted. Terse 11:

"Through their fall salvation is come unto the Gentiles."

11. A presumptive proof that they shall he restored. It

would be a great blessing to the world. Terse 12 :
" J^ow

if the fall of them be the riches of the world, and the dimin-

ishino; of them the riches of the Gentiles : how irucH moeb

* "Not for your sates do I this, salth tlie Lord God, be it known unto you:

be ashamed and confounded for your own ways, house of Israel." Ezk.

xxxvi. 32. " I do not this for your sakes, house of Israel ; but for my holy

name's sake." Ezk. xxxvi. 22. See also many other instances quoted in a

previous chaptei-.

j- The whole course of the argument shows that it was a final, irrecoverable

fall that the apostle was considering ; not the temporanj fall, for that was not

called in question : that was distinctly asserted.
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rnETR FULLNESS !
" VcrsG 15 :

" For if the [temporary*] cast-

infj away of them\ be the reconciling of the loorld, what shall

THE KECEIVING OF THEM BE BUT LIFE FROM THE DEAD ? " It wiU

be like a resurrection of a dead world.

12. Another 2y^"csumj)tive 2yi"oof^founded on their relation to

their holy ancestors.^ Yerse 16. " For if the first fruit be

holy, the lump is also holy ; and if the root be holy, so are the

branches."

13. A71 illustration of the nature of the casting away of Is-

rael. It was not Israel, as Israel^ but many of the individu-

als of Israel. Yerse 17 :
" Some of the hranches be broken

off." The tree was not destroyed. The " root^^'' and some of

the '-' naturalhranches^'' were still preserved.

14. Their rejection not final Ijut conditional. Verse 23

:

"And they also, if they abide not still in unbelief, shall be

gi'affed in" again.

15. Their restoration not im2?ossihle. Yerse 23. " God is

able to graff them in again."

16. It is more likely that they shall he restored than it was

that the Gentiles shoidd he converted. Yerse 24 :
" For if thou

wert cut out of the olive tree which is loild hy nature^ and

wert graffed, contrary to nature, into a good olive tree ; now
^rucH MORE shall these, which be the natural hranches^ be

graffed into their own olive tree P"*

IT. The hlindnessoi Israel^ by reason of which they now
miss of salvation, is limited hoth in extent and duration.

Yerse 25 :
" Blindness, in part, is happened unto Israel, until

thefullness of the Gentileshe come i)i.^^

* It must, of course, be iinderstood as temporary ; otherwise the npostle

would be made to contradict himself. See verses 1, 11.

f He must be here speaking of Israel, as a people : for in no other sense

could the different parts of the argument be in harmony.

^ Wesley's note, verse IG : "And this will Burely come to pass. For if tlie

first fruits be holy, so is the lump. The consecration of them was esteemed

the consecration of all. And so the conversion of a few Jews is an earnest

of the conversion of all the rest. And if the root he hohj— the patriarchs

from whom they spring, surely God will at length make their dcscendents

also holy." In a former part of the Treatise, it has been abundantlj' shown

that the fulfillment of the promise of restoration to Israel is placed solely on

God's covenant with the patriarchs.
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18. The apostWs unequivocal statement, as au inference from

his own reasoning. Yerse 26 : "And so all Israel shall be sa-

ved." He does not speak of what some please to term spirit-

uall&vnel'. this was neither the subject of his argument, nor

at any time a matter of disagreement. IsTor does he mean
that some, a present election of a small number of believing

Israelites, should be saved. This, as no one doubted it, was

not the subject of either his argument, or his inference. It

was Israel, as a,peo2)le : the Israelites who should remain in the

world at the time of the fullness of the Gentiles ; unto which

time, and no longer, should the blindness of the unbelieving-

Israelites be continued. Then— not a 'remnant, merely, of

those then surviving, as it is now—but a remnant, considered

in its relation to the whole number that will have existed jpre-

viously :— Then, at the removal of the blindness from the

blind, shall " all IsraeV he saved.

19. Direct p'oof. It is predicted. Yerse 26: "There

shall come out of Zion the Deliverer, and shall turn away
ungodliness from Jacob." ISTot from what some may please

to term " spiritual Jacob :
" spiritual Jacob is not ungodly.

Not from the present few among Israel who believe on the

Messiah : that was not a matter of dispute or inference at

all. But he " shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob ;" the

father's name being put for all his descendants.

20. God has solemnly promised to do it. Yerse 27 :
" For

this is my covenant unto them."

21. They shall he made holy. Yerse 27: "When I shall

take away their sins."*

22. Their present enmity to the gospel does not either vitiate

their election, as a people, or, as a people, remove them, beyond

divinelove. Yerse 28 :
" As concerning the gospel, they are

enemies for your sake : but as touching the election, they aee

. beloved fok the fathers' sakes."

23. God does not repent of having selected thatpeople, or of

having given to them so many favors. Yerse 29 :
" For the

gifts and calling of God are without repentance."

24. They shall yet obtain mercy. Yerse 31 :
" Even so have

* See Ezek. xsxvi. 21-38 ; and parallel places.
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these also not now Lelieved, that through your mercy they also

may ahtain mercy. ^^ Yerse 32 :
" For God hath concluded

them all in unlelicf^ that he might hate mercy upon all."

25. This will magnify God's wisdom and knowledge.

Yerse 33 :
" O the depth of the riches, Loth of the wisdom and

knowledge of God !'' He not only knows what is best, but he

is wise to bring it about.

2G. Objection. " AVe cannot understand why he should

do so." Yerse 33 : "How unsearchable are his judgments,

and his ways past finding out !"

27. Contrast. "We should not have counseled the Lord to

do so. Our minds would not have agreed with his. Yerse

34 :
" For who hath known the mind of the Lord ? or who

hath been his counsellor ?"

28. The vnsdoin of this ]pur])ose was jyw'cly divine. Yei-se

35 :
" Or who luith first given to him, and it shall be recom-

pensed unto him again."

29. Conseguence. This will give to God cdl the glory.

Yerse 36 :
" For of him, and through him, and to him, are all

things : to whom be glory forever. Amen."

Thus, at the time appointed, when " the set time to favor

Zion " shall come, at " the fullness of the Gentiles," Jerusalem

shall be no longer "trodden down of the Gentiles," "blind-

ness in part" shall no longer happen unto Israel; then "There

shall come forth out of Zion the Deliverer, and shall turn

away ungodliness from Jacob." Tliis is God's "covenant

unto them," " when he shall take away their sins."

The whole matter is predicted ;
the whole matter is cove-

nanted ; the whole will be fulfilled. The remnant of Israel

— remnant considered with reference to those who have pre-

viously existed ;
— the remnant of Israel— the Israel that

shall remain ;
— being, as the prophets have so frequently de-

clared, " the whole house of Israel," and as Paul understood

it, " all Israel ;"— the remnant of Israel shall then be saved
;

saved from their suflerings ; saved from their sins
;
gathered

unto their fatherland
;
gathered unto, and into, Christ. Then

•will be realized the unspeakably glorious events referred to

I'y St. Paul in Eph. i. 9-14,— " Having made known unto us
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tlie mystery of his will, according to liis good pleasure, wliich

lie liatli purposed in himself ; that in the dispensation of the

fullness of times he might gather together in one all things in

Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth

;

even in him."

See the whole passage explained and applied in chapter 14

of this Treatise.

There is just one more topic to be considered in this con-

nection : Our Lord says, " A?id he shall send his angels,

with a great sound of a trumpet^ and they shall gather together

Ms electP
This is a delightful subject of contemplation ; but the de-

sign of the Treatise will not render it expedient to linger long

in its consideration. This employment of the angels will not

necessarily introduce any new agency into the operations of

grace and providence ; for St. Paul informs us in Ileb. i. 14,

that the angels are " all ministering spirits, sent forth to min-

ister for them wdio shall be heirs of salvation." Examples of

angelic agency are almost innumerable in the Scriptures

;

and we have reason to suppose that it has ever been God's estab-

lished method of effecting many of his purposes. In the parable

of the wheat and the tares. Matt. xiii. 36-43, our Lord has very

distinctly set forth the offices of his angels in the consummation

of the present dispensation, and the introduction of the next.

The angels will be employed both in the destruction of the

wicked, and in the preservation of the righteous : Speaking

of the wheat and tares, with reference to the final result, the

proprietor of the field is represented as saying, verse 30,

" Let both grow together until the harvest ; and in the time

of the harvest I will say to the reapers^ Gather ye together

first the tares,^ and bind them in bundles to burn them ; but

gather the wheat into my barn." The Lord's interpretation of

the parable was this : verse 38 :
" The field is the world ; the

*See Zech. xiv. 2, 3, 12, 16; Joel iii. 1, 2, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16; Ezek. xxxviii.

2, 3, 4, 6, 6, 7, 8, 9, 15, 16; Isa. Ixvi. 18, 19; Isa. xxiv. 21, 22; Comp. with Isa.

Ixvi. 15, 16 ; Ezek. xxxviii. 21, 22, 23 ; Eiiek. xxxix. 17, 18 19, 20, 21 ; Rev. xix,

14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21.
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good seed [the wliecat] are the childron of the kingdom ; but

the tares arc tlie children of the wicked one. 39. . . The

harvest is the end of the world ; and toe reapers are the an-

gels. 40. As therefore the tares are gathered and burned in

the fire ; so shall it be in the end of this world. 41. The

Son of man shall sendtorth his angels, and they shall

gather out of his kingdom all things that oflend, and

them that do iniquity ; 42. And shall cast them into a

furnace of fire: there shall be wailing,* and gnashing

of teeth. 43. Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun

IN THE KEN^GDOM OF THEIR FaTHER."

The reapers— the angels— will then gather the wheat—
the righteous— into the garner— the kingdom of God. The

same thing is taught by our Lord in the concluding part of

the discourse forming the subject of this Treatise. Matt. xxv.

31 :
" When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all

THE HOLT ANGELS WITH uM, then shall he sit upon the throne

of his glory : [upon his glorious throne :] 32. And before him

shall be gathered all nations ; and he shall separate them ono

from another,f as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the

o-oats \X 33. And he shall set the sheep on the right hand, but

the goats on the left. 34. Then shall the king say unto them

on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the

kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the

wo5d."

The chronological identity of the events described in Matt.

xiii. 39-43 ; xxiv. 29-31, and xxv. 31-lG, is too evident to be

reasonably doubted. And we learn, consecpiently, that in

the closing up of the mediatorial dispensation, and the estab-

lishing of the everlasting kingdom, by all the saints being

gathered into it, after the wicked are gathered out ;
— that

the angels will be conspicuously employed both in the de-

* See Matt. xxiv. 30 ; Rev. i. 7.

f Matt. viii. 49 : "So shall it be at the end of the world: the angch shall

crrmc forth and sev.r tlu wicked from among the just, 50. And shall cast them

into the furnace of fire."

J The process and result of the jiulgnaent
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strnction of tlie wicked, and in the gatliering and salvation of

the rio-liteous.

The principal difference perhaps between the angelic agen-

cy then, and the same agency now, will be, the visihility of

it. It is now generally iinperceived, and in many instances

unsuspected
;
yet the reality, and the generality, of ang-elic

agency are clearly taught in the Scriptures, both by precept

and example. And the same thing is true with respect to the

agency of Christ himself. During the mediatorial dispensa-

tion he exercises his office as the High Priest, hidden within

the holy of holies, which is heaven itself : Ileb. ix. 24

:

" Whom the heaveiis must receive, until the times of restitution

OF ALL things WHICH GoD HATH SPOKEN BY THE MOUTH OF ALL HIS

HOLY PROPHETS, SINCE THE WORLD BEGAN." Then, " at tllC fulllieSS

of times," when he completes the fulfillment of prophecy, by
" gathering together into one all things in Christ, both which

are in heaven, and which are on earth," Eph. i. 10 : then

"The Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven, with his

7nighty angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance on them that

know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Je-

sus Christ ; who shall be punished with everlasting destruc-

tion from tl\Q ^presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his

power ; AVhen he shx^xl co^vie to be glorified in his saints,

AND TO BE ADMIRED IN ALL THE:M THAT BELIEVE IN THAT DAY :"

2 Thess. i. Y-10.

Thus, as Christ has in the discourse under notice, so the

Scriptures elsewhere associate with him the angels, in the vis-

ihle revelation of himself to close up the present dispensation,

and consummate the fulfillment of all that has been predicted

by all the prophets since the beginning. And the angels will

be employed both in the gathering arid destruction of the

wicked, and in the gathering and preservation of the righte-

ous. The Lord enable us to " believe in that day !" 2 Thess.

i. 10.* "And to wait for his Son from heaven!" May
"our conversation be in heaven, from whence also we
look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ!" Phil. ill.

* Leaving out the parenthesis.
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20. May " the testimony of Christ " be " confirmed " in

us ;
" so that we come behind in no gift ; waiting for the rev-

elation of our Lord Jesus Christ," that we may be " blameless

in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ !" 1 Cor. i. 6-8. May
we prove to be the "hope," the "joy," the "crown of re-

joicing" of the apostles, " in the presence of the Lord Jesus

Christ at his coming !" 1 Tliess. ii. 19. May he " establish

our hearts unblamable in holiness before God, even our

Fatlier, at tlie coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all his

saints !" 1 Tliess. iii. 13. God forbid that we should be

*' ashamed" of him, or of his " words," before an " adulterous

and sinful generation," lest the " Son ofman be ashamed" of

us, " when he cometli in the glory of his Father, with the holy

angels !" Mark viii. 38. " And now, little children, abide

in him ; that when he shall appear, we may have confidence,

and not be ashamed before him at his coming." 1 John

ii. 28.

f
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CHAPTER XVII.

Principal suhjects— REDEMrTiON of the Saints. " Tnis Gene-

kation"— Renovation of the EaStu and Heavens.

Change in the character of the Discourse— Eedemption drawing nigh—
Kature of the Redemption— When and How it will be efi"ected—The Fig-

tree—The Kingdom of God—The Parables all relate to One Period—
Nature of the Period— Hope of the Saints

—

"This Generation"— Newton's

Definition— "Whitby's Review— New Testament use— Divine principle of

Government— Dr. Clarke's View— Opinion of Dr. Tower— Of Mr. Mede—
Wolfius— Dr. Sykes— Ancient Divines— English Definitions— Passing

away of the Earth and Heavens— Use of the declaration— Ignorance of the

Time—Appropriate Duty—Nature of the Advent—Pre-Milleuial—Proofs

—

Indications— Condition of the Glutton, the Drunkard and the AVorldly-

minded— Unexpectedness of the Event— Consequence.

\_Luke : And when tuese things begin to come to pass, tuen look ut, and

LIFT UP TOUU HEADS ; FOR TOUR REDEMPTION DRAWETH NEAR.]

Heee begins the hortative part of our Saviour's discourse.

The prophecy is finished. It has set forth, in unbroken chro-

nological succession, the principal events, relevant to the sub-

ject in discussion, from the first appearing of the false Christs

unto the final coming of tlie true Christ, at the end of the

present dispensation. There is no breaking of the thread of

discourse ; nothing to give occasion to the inquiry, which

part belongs to Jerusalem, and which to the end of the

world ? There is no necessity whatever for the indefinite,

unauthorized, and ruinous jumbling together of the difierent

subjects of the prophecy, as we find it in many of the Com-

mentaries.

The mass of readers are confused and dissatisfied with such

a method of interpretation ; and the dissatisfaction is con-

stantly increasing. It is speaking safely, and, considering the

importance of the matter, it is speaking softly, to say, that the

usual methods of expounding this portion of the Scriptures

have proved but little less than a total failure. The Harmony

and Exposition herewith presented shows a natural, unbroken
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Buccession of events from tlie beginning to the end ; for tlie

verse snpj^licd from Luke, put into its appropricate place, be-

tween the twenty-eighth and twenty-ninth of Matthew, takes

up the subject at the downfall of Jerusalem, and carries it

along down to the fullness of the Gentiles, when Jerusalem

shall be no longer trodden down by them. And, at the

proper place, still preserving the true order of succession, the

second coming of Christ is treated, with respect to its fact and

character, and its immediately preceding and succeeding

events. The parenthetic allusion to it in the 27th verse has

been sufficiently explained in its proper place.

"When it is remarked, that the prophec}^ is now finished, it

is not meant that there is nothing afterwards introduced which

is of a prophetic character, for there are several instances to

be noticed. It will be observed, however, by the careful

reader, that they are simply additional and ilhistrative par-

ticulars, which are used for the purpose of admonition and

consolation. And they all, without excej^tion, relate to the

closing ])enod of the present disjyensatioji.

In relation to the verse at the head of this chapter, it may

be remarked, that in all the Commentaries now before the

writer, there is either nothing at all said, or nothing to the

purpose. Tlie wretched attempts to make it apply somehow

to the period of tlie downfall of Jerusalem, are certainly too

superficial, and too utterly destitute of any historical evidence,

to deserve a formal reply. Let any one endeavor to fix upon

some historic evidence of Christians being redeemed, as the

figurative theory supposes, upon the downfall of the Jewish

nation ;— let him satisfy himself as to what Christ meant by
" these things beginning to come to pass," and thus indica-

ting their redemption drawing nigh;— let him produce a

sinfde Scripture or historic proof that "tlie kingdom of God

was nigh at hand," implying that the gospel kingdom had not

been previously established;— let him refer to a single proof

of any kind that the destruction of tlie Jewish nation had

anything to do, either with the beginning, or the establishing

of the "-ospel kingdom, and this portion of the Treatise shall

be confessed to be a failure.
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Bat Avlieii the text l3efore us is considered in its proper rela-

tion to the second advent of our Lord, how definite, how evi-

dent, how consoling its teaching ! In Dan. vii. 21, we learn

that the "little horn" "made war with the saints, and pre-

vailed against them, verse 22, Until the Ancient of Days
ccuiie, and judgment was given to the saints of the Most

High / AND Tni'] time camb that the saints possessed the

KINGDOM." And we learn also from the 25th verse, that he
" shall wear out the saints of the Most High," " and they

shall be given' into his hand until a time, and times, and the

dividing of times. 20. But the judgment shall sit, and they

shall take aAvay his dominion to consume and destroy it unto

the end. 27. And the kingdom and dominion, and the great-

ness of the kingdom under the whole heaven, shall be given

to the saints of the Most High," &c. Chapter vii. 9-14, will

still further explain the quotation, and so will chapter

viii. 9-14.

The Bible has no where contradicted the declaration of

Christ to his disciples, " In the world ye shall have tribula-

tion ; " John xvi. 33. The whole spirit, as well as the letter,

of the Scriptures shows that God's people are not to expect

any " continuing city " in this world. Their eye of hope has

ever been directed to things beyond the present life. There

is no 2^1'omise, not one, of a time of general rest to God's peo-

ple, before the second coming of Christ at the last day.

The " redemption" for which they are encouraged to " lift

up their heads," is something more than a mere temporary

cessation or alleviation of their sufferings in this world. They

are taught to look for their redemption from sufferings, and

their final blessedness, in connection with their reception of

" an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth

not away, reserved in heaven for us, who are kept by the

power of God through faith unto salvation, ready to he re-

vealed in the last time; wherein we greatly rejoice, though

now for a season (if need be) we are in heaviness through

manifold temptations ; that the trial of our faith, being more

precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with

fire, might be found unto praise, and honor, and glory, at the
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apjpearmg of Jesus Christ.'^ " "Wherefore gird up the loins

of your mind, be sober, and hojye to the end for the grace that

is to le Jjrought unto yoii^ at the revelation of Jtsus Christ.''^

1 Pet. i. 4-T and 13.-

During the whole period of existence in this sinful world,

the saints are represented as groaning within themselves,

" waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption" of their

" bodies :" Rom. viii. 23. While dwelling in the " earthly

liouse of this tabernacle," they " groan, earnestly desiring to

be clothed upon with their house which is from heaven :".2

Cor. V. 1, 2. Tliey are taught to expect entire redemption

from all tlie sufferings of the present state, by being admit-

ted into the everlasting kingdom of the Lord. But they were

not to expect this until the return of the Lord Jesus, lie

goes to prei)are a place for them ; and he will come unto them

again, and receive them unto himself: John xiv. 3. But

i^revious to his coming, he has declared that there should be

the signs in the heavens, and in the earth and sea, which are

recorded in Matt. xxiv. 29.t All these events should trans-

pire in rapid succession ; and they should usher in his fmal

coming to fulfill his promises to the elect, by gathering them

together from the four winds of heaven. It is then that the

servants that have improved their talents, sliall " enter into

the joy of their Lord." Chapter xxv. 14-23. " Then shall

the king say to them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed

of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the

foundation of the world ; " chapter xxv. 34.

This will be the time of redemption to the saints. TIk

very things that alarm the ungodly, and certify them of their

doom, shall comfort the saints, -and certify them of the com-

ing of their Lord to save them. And when these things

hegin to come to pass, they are io look up, and lift up their

heads, for their redemj^tion draweth nigh : these events which

immediately precede the second advent will not be long in

their fulfillment; and as soon as the Son of man cometh, the

kingdom shall be given to the saints, to possess it forever.

•See alsoEph. i. 10-14

f As exhibited in the Ilarmony; -which eee.
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Verse 32. IS'OW LEAKN a parable of the FIG-TEEE;VrMEN HIS BRANCH IS YET TEX-

DER, AND PtrrTETII FORTH LEAVES, TE KNOW THAT SLTfJIER IS NIGH. Verse 33. So

LIKEWISE YE, WHEN YE SHALL SEE ALL THESE THINGS, KNOW THAT IT \^Luke : THE

KINGDOM OF GoDJ.IS NEAR, EVEN AT THE DOORS.

After the foregoing observations, it is scarcely necessary to

dwell for a moment upon these two verses. It should be care-

fully noticed, however, that the " redemjptioi-ib'' of which he

spake was to be realized in co-nnection with tlie coming of

the " 'kingdom of GodP And here it may as well be said, as

anywhere else, that all the parables which the Saviour de-

livered in connection with his prophecy, relate to the same

period : they all refer to his second coming to judge and

to reward: See chap. xxv. 5, G, 10, 13; 19-23; 31, 31:, 46.

They all hold forth the time of separation hetween the two

characters : verses 10, 12 ; 23, 30 ; 34, 41, 46. They all inti-

mate the closing vj) of human probation. They all seem

clearly to teach the final residt of a life of obedience, and a

life of sin. And the coming of the Lord is set forth as the

time when both characters are to be judged: the wicked

punished by " outer darkness" and " everlasting punishment ;"

tlie righteous glorified and blessed by admission to the mar-

riage : verse 10 ; by entering into the joy of the Lord, reign-

ing with him : verse 21 ; and by inheriting the everlasting

kingdom : verses 34, 46.

When the fig-tree puts forth its leaves, they would know
that summer was nigh. So when these things should begin to

come to pass, they would know tJiat their redernjytion was

nigh : the time of admission to the marriage feast ; the time

of being made ruler over many things ; the time of inheriting

the kingdom : And the Bible everywhere points to this

period as the time of complete happiness and glory to the

saints. To this j)eriod Paul looked for his crown : 2 Tim. iv.

8. To this period all the saints are directed to look for their

final redemption : 2 Thess. i. 10. To this period the dead in

Christ look as the time of receiving their full reward : Rev.

xi. 15, 17, 18. For this period they are represented as pray-

ing, and looking with, hope : Rev. vi, 9-11. By the saints

living, and to them that sleep in Jesus, this time is longed

25
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after as the period of final redemption ; for when the Lord

comes, he will bring with him such as have already died and

waited in hope for the time of "judging the dead, and giving

reward unto his servants ; " and then shall be gathered unto

him also all that are alive and remain unto his coming. It is

the day of final redemption ; to be ushered in as predicted

by Christ and many of the prophets.

The reader is requested no-w to examine Xote P, in the

Appendix, which treats more particularly of the primitive

Christian doctrine of the Millennial Reign of Christ.

Verse 34. Yerily i say unto you, This generation shall not pass, till all

THESE THINGS BE FULFILLED.

By many this verse has been deemed of itself sufficient to

prove that all tliat had been predicted by our Saviour must

be applied to Jerusalem and the Jews of that age, and not to

the end of the world, because that generation (interpreted to

mean those then living) should not pass until all should be

fulfilled.

Bishop Xewtox observes, " It is to me a wonder how any

man can refer part of the foregoing discourse to the destruc-

tion of Jerusalem, and part to the end of the world, or any

other distant event, when it is said so positively here in the

conclusion. All these things shall he fulfilled in this gencra-

tion.^^ The Bisliop makes no attempt to prove that ysvid has,

or must have, this meaning in the verse under notice ; he

seems to have supposed that it should be taken for granted

by every one, that this is the proper and common meaning

of the word
;
yet he must have known that the word was not

usually so understood either l)y classical or inspired writers
;

and that the meaning which he insisted upon was very gen-

erally disallowed by the more ancient Christian divines. And
yet how 2^ositive he is in maintaining his assertion ! lie even

deems the bare expression, " this generation," a sufiicient

proof that all tliat has preceded it in the prophecy should be

applied to Jerusalem.

Dr. "WniTiJY is, if possible, still more positive than the for-

mer. But "Whitby usually has the merit of undertaking to
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^7'ove liis assertions. This, it maj be observed, is, to some

extent, the difference between these two great and excellent

men : ISTewton more freqnently asserts, without laboring to

prove ; Whitby almost always brings forth his strong reasons.

One is the better historian ; the other, the better logician.

l!^ewton labors to illustrate his position ; Whitby labors to

establish it. It is so in resj^ect of the matter now before us.

Whitby says, " Tliese words, ^ ysna. aurig, ' this age, (or gen-

eration,) shall not pass away,' afford a full demonstration that

all which Christ had mentioned hitherto was to be accom-

plished, not at the time of the conversion of the Jews, or at

the jfinal day of judgment, but in that very age, or whilst

some of that generation of men lived ; for /svsa aiir^], ' this

generation,' never bears any other sense in the I^Tew Testement

than the men of this age."* Then follow quotations and ref-

erences, as follows : Matt. xi. 16 ; xii. 42, 45 ; xxiii. 36 ; Mark
Yiii. 12 ; Luke vii. 31 ; xi. 29, 30, 32, 50, 51 ; xvi. 8 ; Acts

ii. 40.

In reply to this, let it be noticed,

1. That the affirmation concerning the ITew Testament use

of the word, is by no means proved by the passages referred

to.

(1.) Matt. xi. 16 :
" But whereunto shall I liken this gener-

ation 1 It is like unto children sitting in the markets," &c.

The whole passage relates to the captiousness and obstinacy

of the Jews generally, in their treatment of their divinely

commissioned teachers. The particular instances referred to

had reference to the reception of John, and of Christ him-

self. Kow let it be remembered that this trait in the Jews

was not confined to the men of that time ; nor was it, j^er-

haps, any more characteristic of those then living than of men
of former times, and of times subsequent, Captiousness and

obstinacy were from the beginning a striking characteristic

of that 7sv£a,— of that rac'e, or hind of ])eoiile. There are

multitudes of references to this trait in Jewish character in

both the Old Testament and the Kew. It may be admitted,

* As great and as learned men, as will be hereafter shown, have been of

quite another opinion.
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indeed, that Clirist had more particuhii* reference to his own
and John's treatment by the persons then living ; but the ex-

pression, " this generation," did not limit the character devel-

oped to that age / it had been developed in almost every age.

That generation— that people— that race of peoj^le— had

been accustomed to display the same character from the times

of their fathers, who had " killed the prophets, and stoned

those tliat were sent unto them."

(2.) The next references are to Matt. xii. 42, 45 ; to these

there should have been added verse 39, which introduces the

subject. Yei*se 38 :
" Then certain of the Scribes and Phari-

sees answered, saying, Master, we would see a sign from thee.

30. But he answered and said to them. An evil and adulterous

generation seeketh after a sign, and there shall no sign be giv-

en to it, but the sign of the prophet Jonas. 40. For as Jonas

was three days and three nights in the whale's belly ; so shall

the Son of man be three days and three nights in the heart

of the earth." Then follow three other instances of the use

of the word generation, which will be considered in due time.

In respect to that generation seeking a sign, though it was

true of the people then living, they were not called a genera-

tion because they were then alive ; but they were simply ad-

dressed as an evil and adulterous ^jxjo^J'Zo'. Neither was this

pecidiar to those tlicn living, nor can it be justly limited to

those then alive.

Tliey were that sort of people. To seek for signs was a Jew-

ish characteristic ;
" For the Jews require a sign, and the

Greeks seek after wisdom :" 1 Cor. i. 22. Tliis was not to be

restricted to those of any particular age ; 'it was characteristic

of the races: the Greeks, as 2ipeople, were thus characterized

;

and the Jews, as a /svja, were so characterized from the be-

ginning.

Moses knew very well that some sigii must be exhibited by

him, in order to make the people believe ; and the Lord gave

him power to exhibit several signs to convince the people.

See Ex. iv. 1-9. The people living at the time of Christ were

" evil and adulterous," just as their fathers had been before

them. Being in covenant relation with God, under the simili-
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tude of a marriage contract, tliey were often charged with

adultery on account of their evil conduct. But it is a ques-

tion whether the people were in the time of Christ particu-

larly distinguished on this account from their ancestors for

many ages. A little acquaintance with Malachi and most of

the other prophets, will suffice to show that the Saviour's ex-

pression in respect to their being " evil and adulterous," and
" seeking after a sign," must not be restricted to the men of

that age. The men of that age did exhibit the national traits,

but they were not called a generation because they were then

living, but on account of being of a certain race^ or lineage.

This appears the more certain from an expression of the Sa-

viour just previously ; verse 34 : "0 generation of vipers,

how can ye, being evil, speak good things ?"

Dr. Clarke's note on a similar expression is impressive :

Matt. iii. 7, (The words of John,) " O generation of vijilfe's,

who hath warned you to flee from the wrath to come ?" " A
terribly expressive speech. A. serjyentine hrood from a ser-

jpentine stock. As their fathers were^ so were they, children

of the wicked one." Our Lord nses the same expression in

Matt, xxiii., and it seems that he bestowed the epithet npon

the men of that age, not because they were living at that

time, but on account of \h.QV£ descent. Yerse 31 : "Where-
fore ye be witnesses unto yourselves, that ye are the children

of them which killed the ]}ro])hets. 32. Fillye*up then the

measure of yourfathers. 33. Ye serpents.^ ye generation op

VIPERS, how can ye escape the damnation of hell ?"

The intention of the word " generation" here is too evident

to need further elucidation ; unless it be simply to repeat, that

they were not called a generation because they were living at

that time, but because of their lineage and character. So in

respect to verse 36 :
" Verily I say unto you, All these things

shall come upon tJcis generation.''^

Xow to limit the term to the j^ersons then living, will ne-

cessarily lead to the follow^ing untenable conclusions : first,

that the blood of all the martyrs from the beginning, should

be visited upon the persons living at the same period of time.

1^0w this is neither just, true, nor according to God's estab-
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lislicd system of governing tlie world. It wonkl not he just;

it would be isolating the people of a particular ti7ne. and ma-

king them to Lear the punishment for sins of which they of

that time were not guilty. It would contradict all our con-

victions of equity and wisdom in the administration of justice.

Such a restriction of the term would not be in harmony

with truth. It is not true tluit the men then living were pun-

ished for all the blood shed by their fathers. Much of the

previous sufferings of the Jews were on account of their treat-

ment of their prophets ; and much of tlie after suffering

should undoubtedly be attributed to the same source. The

calamities that befell the Jews then living , were but a little

more distressing than had befallen the Jews in previous ages

;

and but a little more distressing than befell them nnder the

Emperor Adrian, about fifty years after their overthrow by

Tidis.

Kow to suppose that the men of that age were punished for

all the blood shed upon the earth from the beginning, in ad-

dition to their own blood-guiltiness in murdering the Lord

Jesus ; and yet suffered only a litflc more severely, in the

same kind, than their fathers and descendents suffered, is, to

say the least, speaking without demonstration. And it can-

not help the matter by saying, that the overthrow and calam-

ity of the Jews at that time lasted longer than any former

desolation ; for if the generation upon whom the M'hole was

to be visited, meant the men of that age, then, of course, the

eighteen centuries of continued afiiiction must be left out of

the account. The restriction of the punishment of all the

previous martyrdoms to the people that were then Jiving, is

not in accordance with truth. Neither is it in harmony with

God's established principles of administration. lie visits the

iniquities of the fathers upon the children to the third and

fourth generations of them that hate him. But to concentrate

the punishment of fifty generations— that is, fifty successions,

or productions of men, reckoning from iiither to son,— to

concentrate all upon those living at any one period of time,

is directly at variance with this divine method of adminis-

tration.



HAKMONY AND EXPOSITION. 391

There is no difficulty at all in nnderstandiug tliis matter,

and keeping rigidly to the etymological meaning of the term

generation. Indeed, this is the only possible method of rec-

onciling the declaration of Christ with truth, justice, and the

divine principles of government. It is according to truth,

justice, and the divine procedure, to deal with races as races.

And this was particularly and eminently true in respect to

the Jewish /svsd

—

race, generation, or hind of jieople. As a

/svsot, they had shed all this blood of martyrdom ; as a yevsa,

they should be punished for it ; not any part of it should be

left out. What had not been before visited upon them, as a

ysvsa of people, should nevertheless be visited upon them.

This is not only God's published method of dealing with men,

but it is the historically and experimentally proved method

of governing the Avorld. Upon that yzvsa, thus scripturally

and historically explained, there should indeed be visited all

the iniquities that they, as a people, had committed.

But did not the Lord— speaking to those then living— say,

"Tliat upon you may come all the righteous blood shed upon ,

the earth," &c ? lie did, indeed. And did he not in the

same connection— speaking of the death of Zecharias*—
eay, whom ye slew ? Did he not also say. Behold, youk house

is left unto you desolate. For I say unto you, ye shall not see

me henceforth, till ye shall say, Blessed is he that cometh in

the name of the Lord ?

What can be more certain, than that he was not here speak-

ing restrictively to tliose before him, but of them as a partic-

ular ysvsoc— 7'ace, orfamily of men? As such, they had in-

deed slain not only Zecharias, but many others ; as such, they

possessed the house of the Lord : to them the temple should

continue desolate, until they, as a. people, shall be brought to

say. Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. And
this they, as a ysvsa— shall certainly do ; for so it is written

in the prophecies; and in the same connection, in many pla-

ces, it is as clearly predicted that Jerusalem shall be again

* Commentators are obliged to refer this to a martyrdom several hundred

years before the time of Christ. See Whitby, Clarke, Wesley, &c.
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built, and Lc liolj unto the Lord. " For tlie children of Israel

shall abide many days without a king, and without a prince,

and without a sacrifice, and without an image, and without an

ephod, and without a teraphim : Afterwards shall the chil-

dren of Israel return, and seek the Lord their God, and Da-

vid their Mng; and shall fear the Lord and his goodness in

in the latter days." llos>. iii. 4, 5.

Our Lord was accustomed to speak of a ysv^a, or class of

men, as if they were all before him, though they might l)e

expected to continue for many ages. The ministers of Christ, as

a distinct /svsa, are still acting under the authority, and still

claiming the promise, of the original commission which was

thus delivered to the apostles :
" Go ye therefore, and teach

all nations : . . . . and lo, I am with you to the end of

the world,"

Thus we sec that the instances of the use of the word ^'sv.-ot,

which was supposed to be most decisive in limiting the term

to the persons then living, so for from deciding the matter in

that way, do most evidently decide it against that application,

'and in favor of the primitive and ordinary use of the term,

— meaning a race, lineage, or class of people.

The other instances which Whitby cites to prove the limi-

tation of the terra to the men of that particular time, have no

more logical potency than those already considered : the whole

argument of Whitby is open to the charge of entire miscon-

ception, not only of the legitimate and Scripture use of the

term, but also of the teachings of all history, our natural con-

victions of erpiity, and the established princi])los of divine

legislation.

Besides, such a restriction of the term in cpiestion, not only

hopelessly embarrasses all our endeavors to systematize and

expound the Lord's discourse, but (to use a homely, yet ex-

pressive word) it entirely ignores that most important vei-sc

from Luke which refers to the treading down of Jerusalem

by the Gentiles. That verse cannot be otherwise than of the

highest importance. But how has it been treated? The ink

almost blushes that records the inquiry. It has indeed been

alluded to by most, perhaps all, of our commentators. But
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wliat influence, has it been allowed to exert in explaining and

modifying tlieir theories of interpretation ? "What influence?

Let him answer who can find in many of our Commentaries

the least evidence that it was esteemed of any importance,

either in its chronological relations, or historic teaching. Be-

longing necessarily to a ])revioii8 part of the prophecy, and

yet reaching forward for its complete fulfillment to a still fu-

ture day, the expression, " This generation shall not pass until

all these things be fulfilled," is affirmed to include all that had

previously been spoken ; and yet the word generation is as

confidently asserted to include only the men of that age.

"Whitby is a j^owerful reasoner ; and when he proceeds from

correct premises^ the author of this Treatise is not anxious to

stand in the way of his logic, for there is usually an over-

whelming power in it. But when, by an erroneous theory,

lie is led to reason from incorrect premises, "Whitby, like

Samson from Delilalrs lap, rises up shorn of his locks.

The author was not aware, when he adopted his ]3resent

views, (which was about ten years ago,) that any leading di-

vines had been led to the same conclusions respecting the use

of the word joMta. So far as he has power to recollect how he

obtained his imiDressious, it was rather from a consideration

of the nature and necessities of the case, than from any criti-

cal examination of the word in question. It is with great

pleasure that he finds that others, more wise, more learned,

more good, have also come to the same conclusions; and, aj)-

parently, from the same independent, personal research ; and

from the same consideration of the nature and circumstances

of the case. Among this number it is pleasing to reckon Dr.

Adaivi Clakke. This truly learned divine, like many others,

was accasionally led into glaring errors, hy trusting to the re-

sea/rches and opinions of others, as has been previously shown

in respect to several matters pertaining to the Jewish war,

and the progress of the primitive Christian church. Those

matters he had not thoroughly examined himself: he trusted

to the report of others, and was lamentably, yet undeniably

deceived. General history was not his proper sphere of labor

and research. His special endowment was for the investiga-
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tion and elucidation of Oriental customs and literature. In

that department lie scarcely had a peer. In tJiat department,

in the nature of the case, he must have excelled in his knowl-

edge of the languages in -which the Scriptures were written
;

and he seems, indeed, to have had an almost intuitive percep-

tion of the use and pro^jrieties of the ancient languages. lie

not only understood the languages scientifically, but he seems

to have been j^erfectly familiar with the ?V7?(??n6f, and, of course,

the uses of the various forms of speech which it became his

peculiar province to examine.
As might be expected, then, though unfortunately embar-

rassed by an erroneous theory which, by the w^ay, he adopted

from others ; and misinformed in respect to some important

historical matters, which he had, perhaps, neither time nor

taste to examine
;
yet, after all, he was too thoroughly and

independently skilled in his own peculiar department as an

antirpiarian in ancient languages and customs, to be led into

an important error in the nature and use of so common and

plain a word as /sv.-a. lie w^ell understood its derivation, its

composition, and its classic and Scripture use. His opinion

in this matter should not be hastily thrown aside.

In giving his opinion of this term, however, which he does

frequently and confidently, he was obliged to differ from those

wdiom he usually (some would say blindly) followed. See his

note on the passage last under notice.

J\[att. xxiii., 33 :
" Ye serjyents, ye generation of vijyers, etc.]

" Wliut a terrible stroke— Ye are serpents, and the oflspring

of serpents. Tliis refers to verse 31. Tliey confessed that

they were the children of those who murdered the prophets
;

and they are noAV going to murder Christ and his followers, to

show that they have not degenerated— an accursed 5t't'(7, of an

accursed breeds Verse 36 :
" S/iall come vjmi this generation.']

He; Tr,v ysvBoLv Tajrrjv, uj)o?i this vacc of 7nc7i, viz : the Jews.

This phrase often occurs in this sense in the evangelists."

Matt, xi., IG: " Whe?'eimto shall I liJcen this gencrationf]

That is, the Jewish people— T-;iv 7sveav Taurtiv^ this race? and

80 the word /evsa is often to be understood in the evangelists."

Matt. xii. 30: "^In evil an adaltcrous generation.'] Or raco
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of jpecjple ', for so yi-na. sliould l3e translated here, and in most

other places in the gospels : for our Lord, in general, uses it to

point out the JevnshiKople. This translation is a key to unlock

some very obscure passages in the evangelists." '* Our Lord

terms the Jews an adulterous race." Luke xi. 29 :
" TJds

is an evil generation.'] Or, This is a loicked race of inen.

See on Matt. xii. 38-43. Matt. xxiv. 34 :
" This generation

shall notpass.] E ysvsa o.-oty)^ this race / i. e., the Jews shall

not cease from being a distinct people, till all the counsels of

God relative to them and the Gentiles be fulfilled. Some

translate 'i ysvsa. avrri^ this generation, meaning the persons

who were then living, that they should not die before these

signs, &C.J took place. But though this was true, as to the

calamities that fell upon the Jews, at the destruction of their

government, temple, &c.
;
yet as our Lord mentions Jerusa-

; lem's continuing to be under the power of the Gentiles, till

I
the fullness of the Gentiles should come in, i. e., till all the

[ nations of the world should receiA^e the gospel of Christ, after

\ which the Jews themselves should be converted unto God,

,' Rom. xi. 25, &c. I think it more proper not to restrain its

meaning to the few years which preceded the destruction of

Jerusalem ; but to understand it of the care taken by Divine

\ Providence to preserve them as a distinct i^eople, and yet to

\ keep them out of their own land, and from their temple ser-

{ vice." Thus far Dr. Clarke. —^-„..,.^.-^'—

X. Ill the generally excellent work of Eev. Joseph Towees,

LL. D., entitled "Illustrations of Prophecy," to which refer-

ence has been had previously, we find the following observa-

tions on the text under notice :
* " This clause of the predic-

tion has, I conceive, not merely been generally misapprehend-

ed, but moreover falsely translated ; and this is the opinion

of men, who hold the first rank in Scriptural criticism, name-

ly, of MEDEjf and Wolfius, and Dr. Sykes. To the destruc-

tion of Jerusalem a Mr. IIayxe had applied this part of our

Lord's prophecy. Hear a part of Mr. Mede's reply : ' I an-

* First American ed. 1808, 2d. vol. on p. 1*76.

f This Mr. Mede was called the most learned man of his age.
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8wcr, first, while you endeavor in this manner to establish a

ground for the first coming of Christ, you bereave the church

of those principal passages of the Scripture, whereon she hath

always grounded her faith of the second coming.^ Secondly,

you ground all this upon the amlnguity of the word genera-

tion, whereas, 7="v£a signifies not only aitas, but gens, 7iatio

progenies / and so ought to be here taken, viz : the nation of

the Jews should not^^erish, till all these things werefidJilled.

For so signifies ^aplX^r) in the Hebrew notion, as you may see

even in the verse following. Chrysostom among the ancients,

and Flacius Illyeicus (a man well skilled in the style of

Scripture,) among the moderns, and those who follow them,

might have admonished others to take the word ysvfa in this

acceptation, rather than by turning it oetas, or secidum, to

put this prophecy in little ease, and the whole harmo7iy of

Scrijyture out offrame, hy Ilcnow not xohat confused interpre-

tation.'''\ " I only add," continues Dr. Toweks, " that Dr.

Sykes declares himself the more confirmed in this translation

*from the remarkable, and indeed, unparalleled, jpreservation

of the Jews in the midst of hatred and continued persecutions.'

The meaning then is, the Jewish nation shall assuredly sub-

sist as a distinct people, till all that has been previously men-

tioned shall have been fulfilled^'' &c. In a note, Dr. Towers

adds, " Indeed, by the fathers in general, who must be ad-

mitted to have been competent judges of the meaning of the

word, yivicK was not understood as signifying the generation

then living. Some persons, however, there were, who held

this opinion ; but, says Maldonatus, Okigen entitles them

simxMcesy

It is not a little remarkable, after the use which ISTewton,

Whitby, Wesley, Watson, Burkitt, and others, have made of

* IIow true! And by this we also learn wlwit had always been the general

understanding of this part of the prophecy. The principal effort of this Trea-

tise is to correct a prevalent^ dangerous, and modern error, and bring back the

church to its ancient faith.

•}• So it must ever be, whenever any but the legitimate construction is pu t

upon tlie word in question. As Mr. Mode observes, it puts the whole harmony

of Scripture out offrame, to translate the term ygvca i^ this place so as to bo

limited to that particular age.
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the word generation, how little authority they can bring eTen

from the English definition of the term.

Walkek's large Dictionary gives seven definitions of the

word, but two of which, (and these are the last mentioned,)

&\'Qnfavor the use to which this Treatise objects; and these

two definitions are neither of them decisive. Webstes's

Quarto Dictionary gives seven difierent classes of definitions
;

and but one of them favors the use of the word here objected

to. Out of thirteen or fourteen diff'erent definitions, but two

favor the application of the term to those living at the same

time, and but one is really decisive. For a further disserta-

tion on the word /svsa, the reader will please consult ISTote Q^

in the Appendix.*

The word generation, then, so far from embarrassing this

method of expounding the Lord's prophecy, is, in fact, a most

important auxiliary in harmonizing and elucidating some of

the parts which have been deemed most obscure. The pre-

dicted gathering of the elect, and the long continued desola-

tion, but finally implied restoration, of Jerusalem, and the

astonishing preservation of that most unfortunate and yet for-

tunate people, all derive light from the prophecy of our Lord,

that " this /svsa "— this race— of people shall not pass away

until all these things be fulfilled.

Verse 35. Heaven and earth'shall pass away ; but ut •wokps shall not pass

AWAY.

Tliis verse and the preceding, together with the 19th verse

of Matt., are remarkable for their exact similarity in all three

of the records. This may be accounted for in part by the re-

markableness of the predictions, and by their being so well

adapted to affect the heart. And they have an important use

in the discourse, by dividing it into several distinct portions,

BO that it is the more easy to arrange the many subjects treated

of into chronological order.

As yet we have not found a single instance of metaphorical

language in the prophecy ; all has been simple, literal prose.

Neither do we find any occasion to resort to the common meth-

* See Note Q, in the Appendix
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od ofmetapliorizlng tliis verse in order to explain it. Tliat there

shall be a change of the present earth and heavens, is as dis-

tinctly taught in both the Old Testament and the Xew, as

that God created tlie heavens and the earth in the be£:innino:.

The evident reason for the introduction of the subject in this

connection, was, to confirm the wonderful prediction that

Christ had just uttered. After describing the astonishing

events which he had already predicted, respecting the over-

throw and captivity of the Jews, and their dispersion into all

nations, while their temple and city were in utter desolation,

and under the foot of the Gentiles ; after describing the won-

ders in the heavens, on the earth, and in the sea ; after de-

scribing his own advent with his angels, coming in the clouds

of the heavens ; after predicting the final assembling of all the

elect,— and then affirming that that conquered, captivated,

dispersed, down-trodden people should survive the whole, it

needed some strong affirmation to assure their still feeble faith.

This assurance was given in the words of the text : Heaven

and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away.

His words would prove more reliable than the foundations of

the earth, or the pillars of heaven. Thus far everything has

transpired just as he has predicted : the words which are yet

unfulfilled shall not fail to be accomplished. Let the infidel

tremble ; let the Christian— let the son of Jacob— rejoice.

Verse 36. But of that day and hour kxotteth no man, no, not tue angels

OF HEAVEN, [Mark : neitueu the Son,] but my Father only.

Tlie difficulty of ascertaining the time when the great day

of the Lord would come, would even prevent the angels from

knowing it for a time at least ; although they will not proba-

bly continue in ignorance of it until the moment of their com-

ing with the Lord ; they will undoubtedly receive such inti-

mations and instructions as will guard them against surprise

when the command is given fnr all tlio heavenly host to ac-

company their Lord in his judgment visit to t]\e earth. But

at the time when the Saviour gave this prophecy, not only

were the angels ju ignorance of the time, but even he himself

— the Sun did not know it.
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The two-fold nature of Clirist is verj frequently brouglit to

view in tlie Scriptures ; he was " God manifest in the flesh."

His words and actions were God manifest through the flesh.

And all, of necessity, were modified hy the flesh. Sometimes

he appears only as a inan, professing to be subject to, inferior

to, and dependent upon, the Father, by whom he was com-

missioned, sent, instructed, supported, guided. The proper

humanity of Christ is as important for the world as the proper

divinity of Christ. As man— real man— the Son could do

nothing of himself; the Father that dwelt in him did the

works. As man, he was not informed of the time of his own
second advent ; for, for some reason which we may not be

able to discover, the Father exercised the control over the

times and seasons. Our Saviour sufticiently indicated this,

when he replied to the inquiries of the apostles, if he would

at that time restore the kingdom to Israel :
" It is not for you

to know the times or the seasons which the Father has put in

Lis own power :" Acts i. 7.

"Wesley's note on the verse before us is sufticiently plain :

" Neither the Son— not as man : as man he was no more om-

niscient than omnipresent. But as God, he knows all the cir-

cumstances of it."

\_Luke: And take heed to yourselves,] \_Mark : Watch axd prat, foe yk

KNOW not when the TIME IS.]

It cannot be denied, that in a multitude of places, the judo--

ment advent of the Lord is so represented in the Scriptures,

that the duty of watching and living in readiness for it, is

everywdiere commanded or encouraged. So evidently did St.

Paul speak of it as a subject of expectation and present con-

cern, that the Thessalonians needed to be cautioned against

expecting it until after certain other events had occurred.

Tliere are very many references to the coming of the day of

God, which seem to have been calculated to impress the mind
that it might come upon them unawares, at almost any mo-

ment. Hence, the Saviour's exhortation to take heed, to

watch, and to pray, because they did not know when the time

would be. From this we learn three things :
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(1.) Character of tlic crrnt. It will a matter ()rr«olcnin and

decisive Influence upon all. The guilty are to look for it M'itli

fearful apprehension; the righteous Avitli joyful anticipation.

It will be something besides tlie gradual, peaceful, and finally

nniversal extension of Christianity abroad in the earth. This

M'ould indeed be a subject of gladness to the Christian ; but

uhy llic wicertainty of the time of its occurrence should be a

reason for all generations of Christians to live in watchfulness

and prayer, is beyond the power of any man to explain. And
if this is what is meant by the coming of the Lord, who can

tell why it should be a subject of fearful a]>prehension to the

M'icked ? No, the character of the event is far otherwise : it

is of such a nature, that if we be found off our guard, or not

watching for our Lord, he will come upon us unawares, and

ajipoint our portion with hypocrites aiul unbelievei's.

(2.) We learn likewise the character of the comintj : It will

not be a gradual passing away of night, and the slow dawn-

ing of millennial day. It will be swMen, and to numy nn-

looked for, and unprepared for. Hence, the necessity of

unceasing watchfulness, because we know not wdien the time

is. And the coming will be so sudden, that there will be no

opportunity to jfrcj)are for it after the event begins. So that

we should live in constant readiness for it.

(3.) Finally, w^e learn the utter absurdity of the supposition,

that the Lord is not to come until after a thousand years of

uninterrupted righteousness and peace. For with what pro-

priety could Christ and the apostles so constantly refer to this

judgment-coming, as a reason for unceasing watchfulness,

lest it overtake them unprepared ? "With what propriety

could they knowingly and intentionally ]>roduce the abiding

and operative impression, that the day of the Lord might

come at any time ; and thus keep the church in all ages in a

degree of expectation of it, if they knew that it would not,

and could n )t come at all, until there li;id first been a millen-

nium of universal peace?

Christ and the apostles certaiidy must have known wlu>thcr

the judgment-advent was prc-millennial or not. And if, as is

generally now supposed, the second coming is to be aftc?' the
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milleniilum, liow tliey could with any degree ofpropriety speak

of it as if it were liable to come at anytime during all the ages

of the gospel dispensation, so that it would be the duty of all to

be watching for tlie coming of the Lord, and watching and pray-

ing to be kept in readiness for that day ;—how tliey could by

parables, admonitions, warnings, and encouragements, de-

signedly influence the church to be impressed with the con-

viction that the day of the Lord might come upon them even

during the present life in a world of sin, is more than any man
can explain so as to satisfy a rational mind.

It is just as certain as language can make it, that the com-

ing of that day is always represented in a way th^t is calcu-

lated to leave the impression on the mind, tliat it may come

now. And it is never described in a way that is calculated to

produce the impression, tliat it will be preceded by a millen-

nium of peace ; or, in a w^ay that is calculated to produce the

impression, that all "who live previously to the millennium, or

during the millennium, need not be watching and prepar-

ing for it.

How can those who believe that the second advent will be

post-millennial explain these things, so as to leave to the Lord

and his apostles an appearance of common honesty ? It has

never yet been done. Can the man be found to undertake it ?

The theorj'- maintained in this Treatise is wholly free from

this embarrassment.

(1.) It represents Christ not as addressing himself exclu-

sively to either the Jews or the Christians of that age, any

more than he did to the apostles, in giving the original com-

mission to disciple the nations. He addressed the Jews as a

7HV5a, and the Christians as a /svsa, that would continue to the

end of the world. And when he exhorted them to watch

and pray, in view of the uncertainty of the time, he intended

that the exhortations should be appropriate while the world

continued ; as he himself distinctly j^roclaimed, " What I say

unto you, I say unto all, watch."

(2.) Christ himself, and the prophets and apostles, always

represented that the day of the Lord would come suddenly^

and, to the world in general, unexpectedly. It was not to be

26
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l^receded Lj siicli alarms and tokens as would call tlic world's

attention to it, and arouse the careless. It was not to be

usliered in bv a thousand years of universal peace, at the

close of which they might begin to expect the judgment.

It was predicted to come upon a wicked world as a thief in

the night ; as travail upon a woman with child ; as the flood

upon the old world ; as the fiery deluge upon Sodom.

(3.) Christ has distinctly affirmed that it will come " imme-

diately after the tribulation of those days^"^ which was to be

limited by the times of the Gentiles. But when the chain of

special favor to the Gentiles shall reach its last unseen link

of extension, God has not seen fit to reveal, and man has no

power to discover. But, without any extraordinary event to

mark its termination ; the limit being not a limit of occurren-

ces^ but a fullness of tiones / then, " the set time to favor

Zion" having come ; the days of Israel's desolation ended
;

then, " immediately after
^"^ shall the sun be darkened, and

the moon shall withhold her light, and the stars shall with-

draw their shining. And then shall appear the sign of the

Son of man in heaven.

Thus will the day of the Lord— including tlie events that

precede and attend his coming— be sudden, unexpected, and

terrible to those who are not living in readiness for it. It

appears— not only from the fact that the gathering of the

elect will follow this coming—but from several otlier portions

of the Scripture, that only a part— perhaps but a small part

of the Jews, will be gathered in Palestine previous to the

Lord's coming; and— excepting the gathering of their ene-

mies to prevent their settlement— there does not appear to

be any especial event pointed out in Scripture as a sign that

the Lord is about to come. And this gathering of the na-

tions will be so much like other similar invasions, and have

so little apparent connections with the second advent of

Christ, that even when it is seen, probably not one in a hun-

dred will be ready to believe it is to be the last great event

before the darkening of the sun, moon, and stai-s. Tlicy will

treat it just as you, reader, may be even at this moment

treating this reference to the subject— with scofting or indif-
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ference, as the ravings of a maniac, or the babblings of a fooh

And so the day of the Lord will come as a snare npon all

them that dwell ui)on the face of the whole earth.

(i.) When to all this is added, that the Father has never

seen fit to reveal how long the time of favor shall be extended

to the Gentiles— whether it shall be for a still longer period, or

a short one ; and also that the Scriptures nowhere certify that

the gospel shall conquer the world previous to the coming of

the Lord ; but that the times of the Gentiles may close with

as little warning as the cup of iniquity was filled by the Jews,

previously to their doom being fixed by the invasion of the

Romans ;—when we keep in mind that the end of the world

is to come while the wheat and the tares are o-rowins too-ether

in the field, and God has never yet informed us of the times

and seasons so that we may calculate when he shall say to the

angels, Thrnst in the sickle, for the harvest of the earth is

ripe ;
— when we consider—just as Christ says— that we can

know neither the day nor the hour when he shall come, we
cannot fail to see the reasonableness of continual watchino-

throughout all the successive ages of Christian times. And
^ere was a particular reason why we should be continually

admonished, which cannot apply to the theory of the post-

millennial advent, which professes that hundreds, and perhaps

thousands of years, must intervene before the judgment-com-

ing ; for the true theory professes no such thing. And the

only event which is given to indicate the nearness of the day,

may transpire as unexpectedly and suddenly as similar events

in almost all ages of the world. But it is no where taught in

the Scriptures that none shall see evidences of his coming,

when the day draws near. Those who are searching the

Scriptures— (but, alas ! they are few— very few)— to know
what the Lord has given as an indication of his near approach,

will, of course, not fall, to see the fig-tree putteth forth leaves,

to indicate that summer is nigh. And perhaps .this veiy

beginning on the part of the Jews to establish themselves, and

this very token of the ending of the times of the Gentiles,

will be the first among the preceding signs, i^nd when it is
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followed by tlie gatlicring of the nations against them, we
shall know that it is nigh, even at the doors.

[Luke: Lest at any time your hearts be overcharged -with suri^'eiting and

DRUXKEXNESS, AXD CARES OF THIS LIFE, AND SO THAT DAY COME UPOX YOU UXAWABES.]

Gluttony has a debasing, stnpifying effect, rendering the

person gross, heavy, sensual. Such a one is almost totally in-

capacitated for refined, elevating, spiritual enjoyments and

contemplations. His anxieties and affections have almost

exclusive reference to the things that are of the earth, earthy.

This world is his possession; this woi-ld his home, his hope.

Tlie glutton cannot be expected to look away from the things

that are seen and temporal, and desire Avith spiritual longings

the things which are unseen and eternal. His carefulness will

not be to stand with his loins girt about with righteousness,

waiting for the return of his Lord ; his principal solicitude

will be. What shall I eat? what shall I drink? Gluttony,

with its two results, grossness and heaviness, will be the horse-

leech in his soul, with its two daughters, crying to this world,

Give, Give. Such a one will be earthly minded, sensual,

loving this present evil world, and in no proper sense living

a life of self-denial, and crucifixion of the flesh with its lusts.

He is neither noio ready to see his Lord, nor getting ready
;

nor will he be in a suitable frame to receive admonition from

the comparatively unimportant, and apparently irrelevant

events that to the helieiHng, and the watchful, will indicate

the sudden approach of the day, as the fig-leaf indicates that

summer is nigh.

Reveling at his feast, like Belshazzar, or lazily dozing and

dreaming away the heaviness of a recent overcharge of sur-

feiting, the sluggard, with his eyes half opened, and almost

unimpressible'to anything but the savory indications of an-

other feast, will cry, " A little more sleep, a little more slum-

ber, a little more folding of the hands to sleep." Thus, eat-

ing, and drinking, in the iiitense import of the terms; or,

drowsing between the successive festivals ; or, throwing off

with unspiritual hilarity his exuberance of fat, he will be in
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any but tlie proper frame of sobriety and watchfulness in the

expectation of his Lord.

" And drurikenness " is, if possible, still worse than the for-

mer. Ko drunkard hath eternal life abiding in him, for he is,

a self-murderer ; and he shall not inherit the kingdom of

God. Keeling, or raving, blaspheming, or sleeping, under

the effects of his self-murdering potions ; or, linked in the

entangling chain-work ofbacchanalian association and revelry

;

or, hardened and maddened against God and goodness, how
can he be either looking for the Lord, or loatcJiing the slight

premonitions of his sudden coming ? And yet all Christians—
Christians in all ages—• are liable to be overcome with these

easily besetting, these carnally pleasing, these, alas ! too

common, too fashionable, and yet ruinous, customs of civilized

as well as barbarous societies.

" A7id cares of tJiis lifeP Oh, how many Demases there

are in the church, even, who turn away from the faith of the

gospel, and make a god of this world ! Taking thought for

the morrow," and having but little heed for the kingdom of

God, but anxiously inquiring. What shall we eat, what shall

we drink, and wherewithal shall we be clothed, they cannot

find time to attend to the. things of the kingdom
; f and, alas

!

alas ! the prophecies of our Lord and his servants have been

so generally, and so (to many) hopelessly confused and con-

founded, that the man of this world, whether in the church,

or out of it, despairs of ever being able to comprehend what

he thinks perhaps might have been originally intended in

some measure to instruct and admonish the common mind in

respect to these now inexplicable teachings of v/hat appears

to him to be the most inexplicable of books. Excusing him-

self, then, from want of cajMcity to digest the milk of the

word, his business and ambitious leadings are all earthward

;

and with perpetual lookings and bendings downward, he has

hardly strength or inclination to look heavenward. Even
when these signs " begin to come to pass," he will be hardly

* The word tlionght formerly meant about wliat is now expressed by the

word anxiety.

\ See Matt. vi. 31-34.
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able to lift np his head, and look up, in expectation that his

redemption is drawing nigh.

Perhaps he has not even a distinct impression, or any well

digested conviction, with respect to the fact or nature of the

great day of the Lord. Perhaps he is still Looking for an

universal spread of purity and peace before the Lord's com-

ing ; and eamiot, of course, be impressed with tlie necessity

of living in readiness to meet his Master at his coming to

reckon with his servants. So lie sutlers himself to be over-

charged with the cares of this life ; the thoi'ns spring up and

choke the good seed, and it becomes unfruitful. lie, too,

with the drunkard and the glutton, will be unready for the

return of his Lord ;
" and so that day will come uj^oii him

unoAJoaresP

\lMke : For as a snare suall it come upon all tdem that dwell lton tiis

FACE OF TUE W^IIOLE EARTH.]

It (the day) sliall come upon the inhabitants of the earth

everywhere suddenly, and unex^yectedly, as a 6«a?'<3 is sprung

suddenly and unexpectedly upon the unsuspecting game that

the hunter thus successfully entraps. Infidels will not expect

it, for they deny the prophecy. Universalists will not expect

it, for they tnisinterjyret the prophecy. Heathen will not

3xpect it, for they do not hiow the prophecy. Homanists will

not expect it, for they will be still looking for the downfall

of Protestantism, by (jradual conquest. Protestants will not

generally expect it, for they will be looking for the destruc-

tion of Antichrist, not by a personal, but by a spiritual com-

ing, to destroy the Man of Sin, not by judgment fires, but by

gospel light.

And so, after all the Lord has said, cither by a downright

infidelity, or by a ruinous delusion ; either by not knowing

the word of prophecy, or by misunderstanding it ; either by

gluttony, or drunkenness, or by both together; either by

earthly carefulness, or covetousness, or by both together ; in

some way, by some effectual means of the prince of the

power of the air, the ruler of the darkness of this world, the

prophecies will be so unknown, so disbelieved, so misiuter-
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preted or misapplied, that the day of the Lord will come as a

thielf in the night, as a snare uiyon all them that dwell ujpon

the face of the whole earth. The Lord have mercy npon an

infidel or heathen world ! The Lord have mercy upon a

worldly or slumbering cluirch !
*

CHAPTER XVIII.

Principal subject— Pkeparation to meet the Son of man at

HIS Coming.

Ultimate Reason— Tlie World before the Flood— Application— A time of

general Separation— Illustrations— Two Men in tlie^Field—Two Womea
at the Mill— Renewed Admonition— Illustration of tlie Unguarded House

—Application— Illustration of the Master on a Jom-ney— Duties of the

Servants—The Porter— Application—A Model Servant— The Unan-'

swered Question— The Happy Servant—The Servant^Jlxalted— The Evil

Servant—His Belief and Conduct— The Reason— Apjjlication—The Un-

expected Return— Reason— Result— Importance of Right Views—The

Terrible Doom—The Caiise—The Contrast— Renewed Admonition— The

Final Charge— The 25th Chap, of Matthew— Its relation to the 24th—
Design of the Parable of the Ten Virgins— Parable of the Talents— Why
the Description of the Judgment was deferred to the close of the Discourse

— Conclusion.

[Luke : Watch ye, theeefoee, and prat always, that ye may be accounted

WORTHY TO escape ALL THESE THINGS THAT SHALL COME TO PASS, AND TO STAND BEFORE

THE Son OF MAN.]

,The Lord had previously admonished his disciples to the

same import. But having for a moment left the thread of his

exhortation, for the purpose of adding a fact that was well

calculated to deepen the impression which he desired to pro-

duce, he now resumes his exhortation to watchfulness and

prayer. But at this point he assigns the ultimate object of

* See Note R., in the Appendix.
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faithfulness : tliat we may be accounterl worthy to escape the

predicted evils, and to stand before the Son of man. Here

several things slionld impress us:

1. Tliat loatcJifulness and prayer are indispensable to a full

preparation for the day of the Lord. A spirit of devotion and

sobriety, carried into appropriate practice, is the great essen-

tial in our present duty. And this should be secured in view

of the fact, that we are all hastening to meet the day of the

Lord Jesus.

2. It is only in this way that we can escape the calamities

which, at the coming of Christ, shall be visited upon the un-

prepared. "What these will be, the Scriptures have sujfficicnt-

ly revealed. The previous predictions of Christ, and the

parables following, set forth these calamities in a manner

which would almost shake the world, if they had not been so

generally Jerusalcrnised away, that they are read with little

or no impression that they are intended for ns, as well as for

the ancients ; that our destiny is to be thus affected and de-

termined. Who can calculate the tremendous consequences

of stripping this portion of the divine word of all its direct,

literal, and intended bearing upon the millions who are has-

tening to meet the great day, with almost no conception of

its nature and reality?

3. It is by obedience to these directions that we may ex-

pect, through grace, to stand hefore the Son of man. " Tlie

ungodly shall not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the

congregation of the righteous." They shall be " punished

with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord,

and from the glory of his power, when he shall come to be

glorified in his saints, and to be admired in all them that be-

lieve in that day."* This will be the portion of the wiched

;

and they will not "love his .appearing." Bnt the rigliteous

shall " stand in the day of Judgment :

" they shall receive " a

crown of righteousness " at " that day." 2 Tim. iv. 8. Then

tlie pious dead " shall behold his fiicc in rigliteousness :" tliey

'' shall be satisfied when " they " awake in his likeness." For

* 2 Thess. i. 9, 10, leaving out the p.ironthesis.
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in Ms presence is fullness of joy ; and at his riglit hand are

pleasures for evermore. " Wherefore, beloved, seeing ye look

for such things, he diligent,, that ye may he found of him in

jpeace^ without spot and blameless." It is esteemed a great

privilege to stand before kings
; but it will be a still greater

to " stand before the Son of man." For when he cometh, he

will come as " King of kings, and Lord of lords."

Verse 37. But as the days of I^oe weke, so shall also the coming of the Son

OF MAN be. 38. For as in those days that were before the flood, they were
KATING AND DRINKING, MARRY'ING AND GIVING IN MARRIAGE, UNTIL THE DAY THAT NoE
INTERED INTO THE ARK; 39. AnD KNEW NOT UNTIL THE FLOOD CAME AND TOOK THEil

ALL AWAY ; SO SHALL ALSO THE COMING OF THE SoN OF MAN BE.

Terrible history ! Terrible prediction ! But the prophecy

will prove to be as true as the history. The world had been

duly warned of the threatened deluge ; but they heeded it

not. They continued to live as they had lived ; contracting

marriages, celebrating marriages-, giving and enjoying festiv-

ities, until the day that JS'oe oxtered into the arl\ These things

are not mentioned by the Saviour, on account of their being

necessarily wrong ; but to show how little the doomed world

heeded the warnings of " the preacher of righteousness," or

anticipated so sad, so sudden and terrible a catastrophe as was

long impending over them. The reason was, they kneio not

what was about to burst upon them, and forever teripinate

their plans and pleasures. The treasured up wrath that was

to drown a teeming world gave no outward indications of

either its nearness or severity. For aught that appears to the

contrary, the sun that morning rose as smilingly, the winds

breathed as refreshingly, the waters flowed as peacefully, the

birds sung as clieerily, the dance led forth as merrily, as ever

since the birth-day of sin. There were happy bridegrooms

and brides ; there were proud fathers and mothers ; there

were rejoicing sisters and brothers ; there were admiring lov-

ers ; there were jealous rivals ; there were lords in state, and

Bervants in waiting; there were rich, counting over their

treasures ; there were thieves, intent on robbing ; there were

lecherous, in search of victims. In a word, a world in wick-
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edness ; warned, but lieedless ; doomed, but reckless ; rushing

on to meet its ruin.

So shall also the coming of the Son of man be. Xo alarm-

ing premonitions will arouse the worldly church, or the wick-

ed world. The day of God will come upon the unexpecting

world, as a snare upon the unwar}^ game, that knows not its

danger until it is too late to escape.

Therefore the wisdom of living always in readiness to meet

the Lord, lest that day overtake us as a thief; " Lest^ coming

suddenly^ he find us sleejnng.''^ " Wherefore, gird up the

loins of your mind, be sober, and hope unto the end, for the

grace that is to be brought unto you at the revelation of Je-

sus Christ." 1 Pet. i. 13.

Verse 40. Tiiex shall two be rx the field; the one shall be taken and the

OTHER LEFT. 41. IVo WOMEN SmVLL BE GRINDING AT THE MILL
J

THE ONE SIIAUi

BE TAKEN, AND THE OTHER LEFT.

It is utterly impossible for any man to show a single fact,

or a single reason, for applying this to the Jewish war. Xei-

ther the connections of the passage, nor its teachings ; neither

the Jewish historian, nor the circumstances of the case, can

be legitimately used for that purpose. Besides, this is not

intended fur a few instances, merel}" ; but such will be the

general result. It will be a time of general separation be-

tween the most intimate associates, who are of different cliar-

acters. Lodging in the same bed, or working at the same

mill, will not prevent the final separation of tlie good from

the bad.

The sood fislies and tlie bad fishes, tlie wheat and the tares,

sliall be separated at the end of the world, when the Son of

man shall come with all his holy angels. (Matt, xiii.) In the

lioman war, where two were tluis associated, one indeed

might escajpe^ and the other be taken. But, certainly, in such

a war as that, they would not tahe one, and leave another.

I'lit wlicn the Son of man shall come in the glory of the

FatluM-, lu' Mill i^i'iKirate the evil from the good, as a shepherd

(licldtth Ilia sherj) from the goats. Ko dillicnlty can impede

the work "of severing the wicked from among the just; fur
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the eye of Omniscience cannot be deceived by any outward

show or pretence.

Verse 42. Watch, thekefore, foe te know not what nonn, your lord doth

OOME.

The evident design of all this part of the Lord's discourse,

is to incite his people to be always in readinessfor the coming

of the great day. Hence, in various ways, he labors to deep-

en the impression he woiddmake, returning alwaj's, after ev-

ery illustration, or additional prediction, to the same leading

theme of watchfulness
.^
that we may be in readiness. Is this

the present imj^i-ession of the church ? Is this its present po-

sition ? If the Lord should come suddenly^ as a thief in the

night, would he find us prepared for it ?

Verse 43. But know this, that tf the good man of the house had known in

WHAT WATCH THE THIEF WOULD COME, HE WOULD HAVE WATCHED, AND WOULD NOT

HAVE SUFFERED HIS HOUSE TO BE BROKEN UP.

But, alas ! instead of being alwags guarded, and always

watchful, in an hour when he was not expecting it, the thief

came upon him, and his house was broken up. He was ruined

because he was off his guard. The very uncertainty of the

time of the thief's coming should have kept him in constant

readiness.

Verse 44. Therefore, be ye also ready, for in such an hour as ye think not,

THE Son of man cometh.

Do as the poor man, after he is robbed, is convinced he

should have done. Let the uncertainty of my coming serve

to keep you in constant readiness.

[Mark : For the Son of man is as a man taking a far journey, who left his

house, and gave authority to his servants, and to every man his work, and

commanded the porter to watch.]

For a season the Lord intends to be absent from the world

:

he leaves his church, but he leaves it in the hands of his ser-

vants. Each one has his appropriate authority, place, and

work. The porter has charge of the gate ; the steward has

charge of the provisions and treasures ; others have authority



412 HAEMOIST AKD EXPOSITION.

and work in some other department. All are under obliga-

tion ; all are responsible ; all are expected to be faithful.

But the porter receives a special command to watch. The

Master intends to return ; but when, he does not see fit to re-

veal. Perhaps he does not at that time hioio. But return

he will, at the appropriate time. Therefore let the porter

keep a constant watch, that he may be prepared to receive

him at any moment, either by day, or by night.

Verse 45. "Who then is a faithful and wise servant, whom nis loed hath

MADE RULER OVER HIS HOUSEHOLD, TO GIVE THEM MEAT IN DUE SEASON ?

Let each ask himself. "Who has anything to do in the gov-

ernment of the church, or in the duty of feeding it with ap-

proj)riate food, at appropriate seasons ? Certainly the minis-

ter must apply this to himself. lie is the Ms/ioj) to govern /

and the sliejylierd to feed. Is he then &faithful and wise ser-

vant ? Is \\Qfaithful f Does he conscientiously act in view of

all his responsibilities ? Does he keep in lively remembrance

that his Lord will not only return ; but that he may return at

the moment when he is least expected ? Is he faithful va.m-

structing, admonishing, encouraging? Does he act as in the

sight of his absent Master ? Is he a wise servant ? Does he

understand his duty? Does he know how to perform it?

Does he know wheji and how to give food to the household

under his stewardship ? Does he inform himself of the nature

2i\\(\. design of his Master's dejyarture andreimmf Does he

act wisely in his wish and labor to secure his Master's com-

mendation ?

These are questions for each one to answer for himself.

Tlie Lord does not answer them ; he simply proi")oses them.

How stands the matter, reader? These arc things to be duly

considered.

Verse 46. Blessed is that servant whom his lord, when he cometu, shall

FIND 80 DOING.

Yea, blessed indeed ; for his Lord cometh quickly, and liis

reward is with him. To be found of him in peace at his com-

ing, will insure everlasting hai^piness. Faithfulness and hap-
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piness will be as inseparably connected, as negligence and

wretchedness. When the Master returneth may he find us so

doing

!

Verse 47. Verily I say unto you, That ue shall make him rulek overall his

GOODS.

Those who imjyrove their talents shall have additional ones

given them, when the time of reckoning comes. Those who

suffer with Christ shall finally reign with him. Those who
are faithful in few things shall be made ruler over many
things. The Master intends fully to reward his faithful ser-

vants ; and if he exalts them to palaces and thrones, he has a

right to do so ; for he has a right to do what he pleases with

his own. Be encouraged, then, jqfaithful and loise servants,

for the Master will soon return, and Hess you in your labors

to please him.

Verse 48. But and if that evil servant shall sat in his heart, My lord

DELAYETH HIS COMING ; 49. AnD SHALL BEGIN TO SMITE HIS FELLOW-SERVANTS, AND

TO EAT AND DRINK WITH THE DRUNKEN.

ISTo one will be as likely to say openly, My Lord delayeth

his coming ; the evil servant will say it in his heart. Learn,

hence, a distinguishing trait in the character of an eml ser-

vant : there is so little evidence that the Lord will delay his

coming ; or, rather, as there is no evidence, he will not choose

to say so openly, lest he be reproved. But still he is an un-

believer in the nearness of the time :
* he says, in his heart.

My Lord delayeth his corning. Learn, also, that it will not

be infidels, only, who will be taken unawares : this evil ser-

vant did not scoff, and say, Where is the promise of his

coming ?

He was a heliever, perhaps 2.firm believer, in his lord's re-

turn. He did not, in respect to the great fact of his lord's

coming, differ essentially from the good servants : he disagreed

with them only on one point : the good servant said— said

openly—My lord is coming, is coming soon : he may come

* Our Lord evidently has reference in this part of his discourse to the state

of things that will immediately precede his advent. See verses 31-39.
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hnmediately. The evil servant said, said in Ji'is hearty My
lord dclayeth his coining.

Learn, also, the natural tendency of this saying in one's

heart, My Lord delayeth his coming. (1.) lie will Ijegin to

s?mte his fellow servants. He Avill he apt to hecome a tyrant

in his Master's honse. He will he likely to have ill feelings

towards his brethren, and he will be apt to act them out / he

will smite hisfellow servants^'

Our Lord mnst have meant something in all this ; and he

undoubtedly meant to describe the facts and tendencies that

will characterise the times which immediately precede his

advent. Would there be so much discord and bitterness

among brethren ? AVould there be so much impatience of

contradiction, and so much disposition to personal revenge,

if we believed the Judge was at the door, to punish and to re-

ward? How approju-iate the apostle's advice! " "Therefore,

judge nothing before the time, until tlie Lord come, who will

bring to light the hidden things of darkness, and will make
manifest the counsels of the hearts ; and then shall every man
have praise of God." 1 Cor. 4, 5. Would there be so much
ojyjyression, either in, or out of the church ; in either estab-

lished or dissenting churches, if, concej)tualJy^ we beheld the

Lord at hand ?

There is a great deal implied in the evil servant's smiting

his fellow servants, imder the impression that his lord delayed

his return.

Another tendency of this conviction is, (2.) hixury and

dissi])ation. He will be likely to eat and drinh with the

drunken. All the designed tendencies of the uncertainty of

his Lord's return, are lost upon this evil servant ; and, self-

persuaded that his Master is not at hand ; saying it to him-

self^ as he practices his wickedness, he gives himself up to

feasting and carousal. ILad he supjiosed his Master was at

hand, he would have acted very diifcrcntly
; but, under the

iniluence of his belief, he conducts as he is represented.

Would there be as much luxury in the cliurch ? Would there

*The rcailer must judge for luinsclf whctlu-r llie inferences are warranted

by tile Lord's illustration. There is uo design to be unjust towards any one.
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be as much dlssiixLtion and levity ? Would it be so liard to

collect a few shillings from our fashionable or covetous Chris-

tians, for the purpose of doing a little more, or a great, deal

more good,* if all men were under the influence of the convic-

tion, Mj Master, to whom I am accountable, is at hand?

Verse 50. The loud of that servant shall come in a day when he lookkth

NOT for HIJI, and IN AN HOUR THAT HE IS NOT AWARE OF.

Here we have still farther light with respect both to the

nature and manner of tlie second advent : it will not be a

gradual diiiusion of gospel light and happiness ; it will be a

sudden and—'to persons of the character here described—
an unexpected and terrible coming. The evil servant will be

among those who shall " wail because of him," when they be-

hold him coming in the clouds of heaven, with power and

great glory. There is a peculiar significancy and importance

in St. Paul's words, (Heb. ix. 28,) " And unto them that look

for him, shall he appear the second time^ without sin [sin-of-

fering] unto salvation.''^ This evil servant— representing a

class— a large class— of professors— was not looldng for the

return of his master ; so that he came to him very unexpect-

edly, not to save him, it seems, but to destroy. The coming

of his master was not to this servant a matter of hope, but

of sur^rise^ and confusion. He was not looking for him : he

was saying to the very last moment^ My lord delayeth his

coming.

ISTow true helievers are represented as being of a very differ-

ent character, with respect both to their conduct and faith.

And the difference of their conduct arises from the diffei'ence

of their faith. Hence St. Paul speaks of believers in gen-

eral, (Titus ii.~12, 13,) "Denying ungodliness, and worldly

lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this

present world ; lookingfor that Messed hope, and the glorious

APPEAKiNG of the great God, and our Saviour Jesus Christ.''''

\

Learn from the subject, as now presented, that it is not a

* See Note S, in the Appendix.

f The appearing of God and Christ in connection is represented in the vis-

ion of Daniel, vii. 9-1-1.
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matter of insignificance how we believe respecting tlie time

and manner of the Lord's coming.

Verse 51. And suall cut dim asunder, and appoint etim his portion with thk

HYPOCRITES ; there SHALL BE WEEPING AND GNASHING OF TEETH,

Here is the sad result of impropriety of conduct from im-

propriety of heli'if. Had this man helieved right, there is reason

to suppose he would have acted right. But, ahis, the coining

in which lie professed to Ifclieve, but for which lie was not

looking^ was to him a coming of wrath and ruin. He is to be

"cut asunder"— terribly destroyed by a punishment of un-

surpassed severity : limb cut from limb ; head cut from body

;

body cut in two. And then— after being cut asunder— his

portion is to be with the hypocrites : with those v:h.o 2)retcnded

to believe, and to be, what they did not believe, nor become.

This illustrates the Lord's teaching elsewhere. Luke xii. 4, 5 :

" And I say unto you, my friends. Be not afraid of them that

kill the body, and, after that, have no more that they can do.

But I will forewarn you whom ye shall fear : Fear him, M'hich,

after he hath killed, hath power to cast into hell
;
yea, I say

unto you. Fear him."

That state of punishment will be a state of consciousness

and great anguish :
" there shall be weeping and gnashing of

teeth." Anytliing but happiness is expressed in this terrible

description. Whatever it may indicate, it is certainly some-

thing to be earnestly deprecated and avoided. Tliis, it should

be remembered, will take place at the return of the servant's

master. And in very many places in the Scriptures, the sec-

ond coming of the Lord is thus represented as a time of great

calamity to those who are not found prepared. It will be the

time of " gatliering out of his kingdom all things that oft'end,

and them which do iniquity;" tliat they may be cast "into

a furnace of fire, where shall be wailing and gnashing of

teeth." "Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in

the kingdom of their Father." Sec ]\ratt. xiii. 80-43.

The same period is alluded to in Luke xiii. 28. "There

shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth, when ye shall see

Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, and all tlie prophets, in the
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kingdom of God, and you yourselves thrust out. And they

shall come from the east, and from the west, and from the

north, and from the south, and shall sit down in the kingdom

of God."

From the whole representation thus far, learn the evil ten-

dency, and— if yielded to— the evil consequences, of saying

in the heart, My Lord delayeth his coming.

[Mark: Watch te, therefore, for ye know not when the master of the house

COMETH, at even, OR AT MIDNIGHT, OR AT THE COCK-CROWING, OR IN THE MORNING.

Lest coming suddenly, he find you sleeping.]

The relevancy and importance of this admonition, are too

evident to need extended remarks. Tlie uncertainty of the

Lord's return, and the suddentiess of it, are here assigned as

the reasons for constant watching and preparation.

\^Mark : And what I say unto YOU. I, say unto ALL, WATCIL]

Here is tlie single exhortation, for the illustration and en-

forcement of wdiich, the previous parable was used. From
the certainty of the Lord's second coming, from its connection

w^ith the decisions of final destiny, from the suddenness of the

coming, from the uncertainty with respect to the time, there

arises the great leading duty of watching.

And this is a general duty: it belongs to all people, and to

all times :
" What I say nnto you^ I say unto all, WATCH."

" Blessed is that servant, whom his Lord, when he cometh,

shall find so doing !

"

An impression appears to have obtained, that the Lord's

discourse ended with the twenty-fourth chapter. But it is

evident that what is recorded in the twentj-fifth chapter was
spoken at the same time. The reader need not be reminded,

perhaps, that no importance whatever should be attached to

the division of the discourse into chapters, for this is wholly

a human and a modern work : originally the whole discourse

stood just as it would now stand, if it was all included in a

single chapter.

The first word, Then, of the twenty-fifth chapter shows

this connection quite apparently. But the whole reliance,

27
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however,' is not placed in the initiatory word ; it is evident from

the whole chapter that it was spoken at the same time as the

former.

The parable of the wise and the foolish virgins was designed

more particularly to ajpphj the illustrations and admonitions

wliicli had been already given to the coming of the Lord.

This not only appears from the nature and connection of the

parable, but from the conchisian of it, verse 13 :
" "Watch,

therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein

the Son of man cometh."

In this parable, as one principal truth, we learn that a jyart

(in the parable it is one-half) of those who are ^jrofessedly

waitingfor the coming of the Bndegroom, will, after all, he

found iinjprejpared to meet him j and will not he admitted to

the marriage snpper of the Lamh. See Rev. xix. 7-9. In

the parable of the servants and the talents we luive the same

general truth illustrated, in connection with the final result of

faithfulness and nnfaitlifulness, at the time of the Lord's re-

turn from his journey into the " far country." The faithful is

then made " ruler over many things ; " he then enters " into the

joy of" his Lord. Tlie unfaithful, who, at his Lord's "com-

ing," (verse 27,) could not render a good account of his con-

duct, is then cast into outer darkness, where there shall be

weeping and gnashing of teeth.

From verse 31 to the end of tlie chapter, we have the

closing up of the whole discourse, wlicre our Lord takes occa-

sion to explain still further the nature and results of his com-

infy. It will be the time of ireneral judjijmont to tlie nations

then occupying the earth; and tlie time of admitting the

saints into the heavenly kingdom. Vei-se 34. Christ will

then appear in his character as King {verse 34) to judge, (32)

to punish, and reward (40, 46.)

In the former part of the discourse, where liis endeavor

was to proceed through from beginning to end, with strict

reference to the chronological order, it was not deemed expe-

dient to interrupt the prophetic narrative by the details of the

judgment. So, not to leave so important a matter out of the

discourse, and, also, to identify the time and tlie event so that
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the readers of the Old Testament prophecies might not 'be at

a loss to understand the matter, he here dwells more particu-

larly on the judgment which shall take place at his coming,

and the eternal destinies which shall be decided. In this

manner, the Lord clearly identifies his second advent with the

coming and judgment predicted by Daniel, Zachariah, Joel,

Isaiah, &c. These prophecies have already been sufficiently

explained in former chapters of this Exposition. And the

reader will perceive that the theory of interpretation adopted

in this work, besides being a rigidly literal and easily under-

stood theory, not only harmonizes all the difierent parts of the

Lord's discourse at this time, but many of the parables and

predictions which he delivered at other times. And, besides,

it harmonizes the prophecies in other parts of the Old and

!N^ew Testaments, wdiich, in many instances, have bewildered

expositors, and been regarded as being wholly inexplicable

to the common reader.

Without trying to reconcile the learned and excellent Dr.

Clarke with himself, the author takes the liberty of closing

this Exposition by quoting the Doctor's very judicious and

impressive observations on the parable of the servants whom
the master left in the care of his house, when he journeyed

into " a far country." See Mark xiii. 34-30, and Matt.

xxiv. 45-51.

"Our Lord shows us in this parable, 1. That himself, as-

cended to heaven, is the man gone from home. 2. That

believers collectively are his family. 3. That his servants are

those who are employed in the work of faith and labor of

love. 4. That \\\e porter represents the ministers of the gos-

pel, who should continually watch for the safety and welfare

of the whole fiock. 5. That every one has his own 'Mork^—
that wdiich belongs to himself, and to none other ; and for the

accomplishment of which, he receives suflicient strength from

his Lord. 6. Tliat these servants and porters shall give an

account to their Lord, how they have exercised themselves in

their respective departments. 7. And that as the Master of

the family will certainly come to require this account at a

time when men are not aware, therefore they should be always
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watchful and faithful. And, 8. That this is a duty incum-

bent on eveinj soul of man: What I say unto you, I say unto

ALL, "Watch ! If after all these warnings, the followers of

God be found careless^ their misery and condemnation must

be great."



APPEIDIX I.

CONTAINING THE PRINCIPAL NOTES REFERRED TO IN THE

EXPOSITION.

NOTE A. (Page 81.)

This Harmony was prepared, and submitted to the inspection of sereral

persons, several months previously to the publication of the excellent " Har-

mony AND Exposition " of Mr. James Strong, A. M. The fact is mentioned here

for the purpose of noting the singular coincidence of two writers, entirely

unknown to each other, being at the same time engaged in preparing an ori-

ginal Harmony on substantially the same pi'inciple. The works do not wholly

agree in the arrangement of the verses of the portion treated in this book

;

nor are they similar in the method of exhibiting the references to other parts

of the Scriptures. But in the plan of combining the several records, so as to

present at one view all that the different evangelists have recorded on each

distinct subject, the render will find a substantial agreement.

NOTE B. (Pfige 82.)

Since writing this part of the Exposition, the following proof of what was

merely supposed from the words of Christ, has come to view. It refers di-

rectly to the coming of Impostors in the name of Christ. Euseh. Eccl. Hist, B.

3, c. 26. "Menander, who succeeded Simon Magus, exhibited himself in his

conduct an instrument of diabolical wickedness, not inferior to the former.

He also was a Samaritan ; and having made no less progress in his imposture

than his master, reveled in still more arrogant pretensions to miracles; say-

ing that he was in truth the Saviour once sent from the invisible worlds for the

salvation of men." The historian adds, "This account may be easily confirm-

ed from Irenius."

NOTE C. (Page 159.)

St Peter, speaking of these very characters that endeavored to corrupt the

church, says, (2 Pet. ii. 18,) "For when they speak great swelling words of

vanity, they allure through the lusts of the flesh, through much wantonness,

those that were clean escaped from them who live in erroi-."

NOTE D. (Page 235.)

Since the foregoing was written, the author has providentially met with an

old Treatise on Prophecy, by Rev. Joseph Towees, LL. D., which very unes-
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pectedly sustains the view of the subject maintained in this Treatise. And,

what is not a little remarkable, Dr. Towers, to some extent, adopts tlie very

system of interpretation which this Treatise opposes.

Referring to the passage under notice, he says, {vol. 2, p. 40,) " But I shall

be asked, does this most illustrious of the prophets himself specify any time

;

and, if spceified, does it correspond with what has before been gathered from

Daniel and from John ? I answer, that it perfectly does. The sun shall be

darkened, saj's our Lord, immediately after the tribulation of those days. Now
what are those days, and when do they terminate.? The incomparable Mr.

Mede, (I use the epithet of Bishops IIuud and Halifax,) in speaking of the

Jews and of this passage, says, ' This great tribulation, such as never nation

suffered, is not to be confined to their calamity at the destruction of Jerusalem, but

extends to the whole time of their captivity and dispersion from that time unto

this present not yet ended.' To the same purpose speaks that eminent Dutch

divine, Episcopius, in his commentary on Matthew ; and in like manner Arch-

bishop TiLLOTSON has observed, that the prophecy of Jesus respecting the suf-

ferings of his countrymen, ^comprehends from the destruction of Jerusalem all

the time of the captivity of the Jews among the Gentiles, which we see is not yet

expired; and that when it is said, tlie sun shall be darkened, (fee, after the trib-

ulation of those days, the meaning is, this shall happen ' when God hath made

an end of punishing the nation of the Jews.'" "It has also been thought,"

continues Dr. Toweu, "that these woi'ds relate not to the descendents of

Abraham alone. The expression, 'the tribulation of those days,' says ilATTOEW

Hesrv, 'includes not only the destruction of Jerusalem, but all the otlior trib-

ulation which the Church must pass through ; and thus it is to be extended as

well to the Christians as to the Jews. That it is to be applied to the suffer-

ings of the Christian Church, was the decided opinion of Vitringa. Such like-

wise was the sentiment of Theopiiylact, and of Chrysostom." "From the

21st cha2:)tcr of Luke we learn," continues Dr. Tower, "that 'the tribulation

of tliose days' has a very extensive meaning ; and that it especially signifies the

treading down of Jerusalem and Judeaby the Gentiles, which shall not termi-

nate till the times of the Gejitiles are accomplished ; for such is the import

of his words." "From a comparison of tiiese two passages in Matthew and in

Luke," repeats Dr. Tower, "it appears eyident, that 'the tribulation of those

days' mentioned by the former of these apostolic writers, reaches through the

whole period during which Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles.'

"

A note in the volume from which the foregoing extracts have been taken,

reads thus— "Some interpreters," says Calvin, "rashly understand 'the trib-

ulation of those days' as relating to the destruction of Jerusalem alone."

NOTE E. .
(Page 246.)

Mr. LowTH, in treating of the 38th and 39th chapters of Ezekial, says, "The

prohecy contained in this and the following chapter, concerning Israel's vic-

tory over Gog and Magog, without question relates to the latter ages of tfie world,

when the whole house of Israel shall relMrn into their own land."

Dr. Tower remarks, referring to the "incomparable Mere," "That the Gog

and Magog of the Apocalypse cannot be understood of the Gog and Magog of
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Ezekiel, this sagacious commentator has remarked; and I regard liis observa-

tion as indubitable."

NOTE F. (Page .)

"The sea and the waves roaring ; men^s hearts failing them for fear" &v.

Many of Israel's enemies will doubtless invade Palestine from the sea. Hostile

fleets will swarm with the invading armies. The judgments that convulse

the earth and heavens will dreadfully affect the sea: it will be roused into

terrible commotion, and its waves roar with horrid tumult. The invaders,

terrified and distressed upon the laud, will naturally turn to the sea, to fly

from the terrors on shore. But they cannot escape by the sea : the divine

fury is as visible there as in the shaking heavens. Truly will they be in

"perplexity," with their "hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after

those things which are coming on the earth."

NOTE G. (Page 278.)

To those who have not personally examined the subject, this may seem to

conflict with the Scriptures ; for, certainly, there is much said in the Scrip-

tures, respecting the doings of Christ, which does not appear to be a work of

grace. He is spoken of as ruling with a rod of iron, and dashing in pieces as a

potter''s vessel ; as taking vengeance on his enemies; as being anjrry with the

nations, while they call for the mountains to hide them from the wrath of the

Lamh. These portions of the Scriptures appear to have led even our orthodox

commentators into the inconsistent method of interpreting Christ's prophecy

in the way herein objected to. And it is truly surprising that divines so

able as Newton, Watson, Lightfoot, Clarke, Benson, Barnes, <fec., <fec., should

have failed to perceive that such passages of Scripture applied to the dpings

of Christ, in the gospel dispensation, are not only diametrically ojiposed to

the essential character of the Mediatorial office, but are not in any sense war-

ranted by the language of the Scriptures.

It will be found that such langiiage, when applied to Christ in the Bible, is

prophetic: revealing—not what he is new doing— but what he will do. And
the context of such passages will sufficiently show that the fulfillment of these

prophecies belongs to the succeeding dispensation, which will be ushered ia

by the Second Advent. Take, for example, the passage in Rev. ii. Tl. "And
he shall rule them [the nations] with a rod of iron ; as the vessel of a potter-

shall they be broken to shivers ; even as I received of my Father." This text,

let it be observed, is addressed by Christ to his servants who prove faithfnl

unto the end ; and it promises them a part with him in the government of the

world— even in the judgment and violent destruction of the nations, when
they shall be broken to shivers as an earthen vessel. This doctrine is dis-

tinctly taught in other places : e. g., 1 Cor. vi. 2, 3. "Do ye ni.t know that

the saints shall judge the world ? And if the world shall be judged by you,

are ye unworthy to judge the smallest matters." In relation to the time when

this shall be fulfilled, it is always spoken of as yet to come ; and is usually—
if not always— identified with the period of the Second Advent. The pas-

sage already quoted from Revelation shows this : " But that which ye have
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already, hold fast till I come. And he that overcomcth, and kccpclh my works

unto the end, to him will I give power over the nations ; and he shall rule them

with a rod of iron," &c. Now, uo one, liaving this thought about him, will

contend that this has been, or will be, fulfilled in the gospel dispensation.

The very same rule of the saints is clearly predicted, both in relation to the

fact and the time, in Dan., 7th chapter. In the vision therein related, we are

expressly informed that it reached forward to the judgment: Verse D. "I

beheld till the thrones were cast down, and the Ancient of Days did sit. . . .

10. Thousand thousands ministered unto liim, and ten thousand times ten

thousand stood before hi in : the judgment was set, and the books were opened.

13. I saw in the night visions, and behold, one like the So7i of man came with

the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of Daj's, and they brought him

near before him. 14. And there was given him dominion, and glory, and a

kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages should serve liim : his do-

minion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass awa}', and his king-

dom, that which shall not be destroyed."

In the interpretation of the vision which Daniel obtained, he was informed,

verse 18, "But the saints of the Most High shall take the kingdom, and pos-

sess the kingdom forever, even forever and ever." It is at this time, doubt-

less, when "the saints of the Most High shall take the kingdom," that the

prediction in Hevelation, and the declaration of Paul in Coriutliians shall be

fulfilled. Daniel goes on to tell the exact time when the event shall be ac-

complished: Verse 21. " I beheld, and the same horn made war with the saints,

and prevailed against them : 22. Until the Ancient ok Days came, and judg-

ment WAS GIVEN to the SaINTS OF THE MoST HiGH ; AND THE TIME CAME THAT THE

Saints possessed the kingdom." A still further interpretation of the matter in-

formed the prophet, that, verse 25, "He [the little horn] shall speak against

the Most nigh, and shall wear out the saints of the Most High, and think to

change times and laws; and they shall be giver, into liis hand until a time,

and times, and the dividing of time. 26. But the judgment shall sit, and

THEY SHALL TAKE AW.\Y HIS DOMINION, TO CONSUME AND TO DESTROY IT UNTO THE END.

2*7. And the kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom under the

whole heaven, shall be given to the people of the saints of the Most High,

•whose kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and

obey him." This sufficiently indicates the time when the afore quoted pre-

dictions of the saints, with Christ, judging the world, and ruling with a rod

of iron.

The second Tsalm is of the same nature, and appears to relate to the very

same eveiit and time : The Father, speaking to the Son, says, verse 8, "Ask

of me, and I shall give tliee the heathen for tliine inheritaneo, and the utter-

most parts of the earth for thy possession. 9. Tiiou shalt break them witli a

rod of iron ; thou shalt dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel." It is evident,

however, from the context, as well as the text itself, that it is yet future : the

time has not yet come for him to rceire the inheritance, to treat it in this vi-

olent manner ; and the time has not yet com • lor him to deal with the nations

in wrath. Hence—during the time of grace—the rebellio\is kings and judges

of the earth are exhorted to (verse 12,) " Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and yo
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perish from the way, [as before described,] when his wrath is kindled but a

little."

Rev. xii. 5, contains another prediction, of the same nature, which the con-

text shows will not be fulfilled until after the expiration of the " thousand,

two hundred, and three score dajj^s." Rev. xix. 15, is another example, which

the connections clearly show is not to be fulfilled until the destruction of the

Beast and the False Prophet at the great battle of Gog and Magog. Then

appears upon the scene " The Word of God," as " King of kings, and Lord of

lords;" verse 14: "And the armies in heaven followed him upon white

horses,* clothed in fine linen, white and clean. 15. And out of liis moxith

goeth a sharp sword, f that with it he should smite the nations : and he shall

rule them with a rod of iron : and he treadeth the wine press of the fierceness

and wrath of Almighty God." Rev. xi. 18, speaks also in another form of

the same time of wrath ; but the connections show that it does not belong to

the mediatorial dispensation: verse 15: "And the seventh angel sounded;

and there were great voices in heaven, saj'ing. The kingdoms of this world

are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ ; and he shall reign

forever and ever. 16.^ And the four and twenty elders, which sat before God
on their seats, fell upon their faces, and worshipped God, 17. Saying, We
give thee thanks, Lord God Almighty, which art, and wast, and art to come

;

because thou has taken to thee thy great power, and hast reigned. 18. And the

nations were angry, and thy wrath is come, and the time of the dead, that they

should be judged, and that thou shouldest give reward unto thy servants the proph-

ets, and to the saints, and them that fear thy name, small and great; and

shouldest destroy thetn which destroyed the earth." Rev. vi. 16, also speaks of

the wrath of Christ; but it does not belong to the dispensation of mediation;

it will occur at the very same time that Christ predicted his own coming, in

the 30th verse of the chapter treated in this Exposition : viz, ju-st after the

shaking of the heavens. Verse 12 : "And I beheld when he had opened the

sixth seal, and, lo, there was a great earthquake ; and the sun became black as

sackcloth of hair, and the moon became as blood : Verse 13. And the stars of

heaven fell unto the earth, even as a fig-tree casteth her untimely figs, when
she is shaken of a mighty wind. 14. And the heavens departed as a scroll

when it is rolled together; and every mountain and island were moved out

their places. 15. And the kings of the earth, and the great men, and the rich

men, and the chief captains, and the mighty men, and every bondman, and

every free man :}: hid themselves in the dens, and in the rocks of the mountains

:

16. And said to the mountains and rocks,§ Fall on us, and hide us from the face

of him that si'tteth upon the thi-one, and from the wrath of the Lamb: lY.

For the great day of his wrath is come; and who sliall be able to stand?"

This is the time that the sign of the Son of man shall appear in heaven, and

*They were so represented in the vision.

+ 8o It was represented in tlie vision.

X Tliis particularizes what Christ generalized by the expression, " all tribes of the earth shall

mourn."

§ They would be among the rocks, dens, and mountains of Palestine— See chap. Ix., from seo-

tion 17, and onward, of this Exposition.
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all the tribes of the earth shall mourn as they see Hrw COMING in the clouds

OF UEAVEN WITH POWER AND GREAT GLORY. They will know that the day of

salvation is past: he does not appear as the Mediator to intercede for them;

he comes to jtidcfc and punisL Then— and not before — can it be truly said,

"The great day of his wkatii is come." Now, as God had saved men, by Christ

Jesus ; so, noic, " God shall judge the world in riffhteotcsness, by that man whom
HE HATH ORDAINED." ActS Xvii. 31.

Now, the day of mediation ended, comes the day of wrath, and revelation

of the righteous judgment of God, who will render to every man according to

his deeds. Unto them that are contentious, and do not obey the truth, but

obey unrighteousness, he will render indignation and wrath, tribulation and

anguish, upon every soul of man that doeth evil: of the Jew first, and also of

the Gentile. "In the day when God shall judge the secrets of men, by Jesus

Christ, according to my Gospel !
" See Romans, chapter ii.

Christ is now at tlie right hand of the Majesty on high, appearing in the

presence of God as our interceding High Priest, ever living to make interces-

sion for us. There he will remain, in the same mediatorial office, until thefin-

is]dng up of the mediatorial dispensation ; for the heavens must receive him

until the times of restitution of all things which God hath spoken by the

mouth of all his holy prophets, since the world began. Acts iii. 21.

When the mediatorial dispensation and work are completed, and the Son

gives back the mediatorial kingdom to God the Father, having completed his

mediation ; then, the dispensation of grace being finished, and tlie judgment

day having come, — tlien, 2 Thess. i. 7; "The Lord Jesus shall be revealed

from heaven, witli his mighty angels, 8. In flaming fire; taking ven-

geance on them that know not God, nor obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus

Christ; 9. Wlio shall be punished with everlasting destruction from

the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power; 10. When he

SHALL CO.ME TO BE GLORIFIED IN HIS SAINTS, AND TO BE ADMIRED IN ALL THEM THAT

BELIEVE IN THAT DAY." Thus it is that in all the places in the Scripture, where

wrath, vengeance, and destructive judgments, are attributed to tiie Lord Jesus

Christ, it is always in connection with the jmlgmont dispensation, and not

during the mediatorial. The heavens must receive him— as the High Priest

within the vail, before the mercy-seat— until those times (plural) of restitution

which the prophets have predicted ; such as David and Daniel had foretold, as

we have already noticed. Then comes the restitution, or regeneration, of this

world, when God shall make all things new. Until then, the office of the Son

of God is such, that it is palpably inconsistent to attribute to him the ven

geance and desolation that destro^-ed tlie Jewish people. But, when tliese

times of restitution arrive, then Avill arrive tlie time when C'hrist shall judge

the world, ruling the wicked with a rod of iron, and the saints shall rule with

him. Tiien will come tlie time when the wicked shall be destroyed, and the

righteous Judge sliall give tlie crown to all them tliat love his appearing.

To tliis day the apostles were directed to look for tlieir reward,* as Christ

himself has taught ; JIatt. xix 27 : "Then answered Peter, j- and said unto him,

Eov. xi. IS. and many otlicr pns.«ngcs in oilier portions of the BiUe.

t l>cud the cuulcst from verse 23,
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Behold, we have left all, and followed thee; what shall we have therefore?

28. And Jesus said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That ye which have

followed me, in the regeneration, when tli.e Son of man shall sit in the throne of

his glory, ye also shall sit xtpon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel."

How plainly the Bible identifies the time when Christ shall begin to judge

the world, and to destroy the wicked! How plainly does it teach that this

belongs to another dispensation ! What must we think of the doctrine that

Christ judges with destructive vengeance nowi

NOTE H. (Page 293.)

To the objection, that no sign in the heavens could be seen, at the same

time, by "all the tribes of the earth," it may be replied: True, perhaps, if

the tribes are all scattered abroad in every part of the earth, as at the j^resent

time. But what if "all the tribes of the eartli," in the scriptural use of that

expression, should be assembled in some particular region of tlie earth? By
the scriptural use of the expression, and others implj-ing about the same thing,

we do not usually understand every individual of all the tribes : but we re-

gard them as general expressions, denoting a very great multitude ; and, in

cases like the one in the text, a very great variety.

Now, it is worthy of especial notice, that the Scriptures have in several

places represented that at the very time which, in this Treatise, it is main-

tained that this prediction will be fulfilled, tliere will a gathering of all na-

tions which, of course, must include "all tribes," for nation is the more ex-

tensive term. In the representation of the mighty gathering of Gog and

Magog, the idea is conveyed throughout that it is to be a general assembly of

the nations of the earth. See below. Rev. xx. 8. Hence, when the Lord ob-

tains the victoiy over them, "he will be known in the sight of man?/ nations."

Ezek. xxxviii. 23. The same expression is elsewhere used in relation to the

same gathering. So in Rev. xvi. 14, in the great gathering in the place cal-

led Armageddon, all the tvurld is represented as being assembled : "For they

are the spirits of devils, working miracles, which go forth unto the kings of

the earth, and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great day of

God Almighty." Rev. xx. 8 :
" And shall go out to deceive the nations which

are in the four quarters of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them to bat-

tle; the number of whom is as the sand of the sea." In Zech. xiv., we have

the same thing revealed ; Verse 1. Behold, the day of the Lord cometh,— and

thy spoil shall be divided in the midst of thee. 2. For I will gather all

NATIONS against Jerusalem to battle 3. Then the Lord shall go

forth, and fight against those nations, as when he fought in the day of battle-

. . . . 5. And the Lord my God shall come, and all the saints with

THEE." (See also Jude, verse 14, as identifying the thnc.) Zech. xii. 9: "And
it shall come to pass in that day, that I will seek to destroy all the nations

THAT COME AGAINST JERUSALEM." Vci'se 3 :
" And in that day will I make Jeru-

salem a burdensome stone for all people : all that burden themselves with it

shall he cut in pieces, THoiion all the people of the earth be gathered togeth-

er AGAINST rr." This is precisely the idea taught in Joel iii., which has been

proved to refer to the very time the Lord is now speaking of. Verse 1 :
" For
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beliokl, IN THOSE DATS, AND AT TIUT TIME, WIIEN I SHALL BRING AGAIN THE CAPTTT-

rry of Judaii and Jerusalem,* 2. I will also gather all nations, and will

bring them down into the valley of Jehosliaphat, and will plead with them

there for my people," <fec. Verse 14: "Multitudes, multitudes in the valley

of decision : for the da}' of the Lord is near in the valley of decision. 15.

The sun shall be darkened, and the stars shall withdraw their shining."

These many (and these are not all) examples of the scriptural use of the term

" all tribes of the earth," or of other terms conveying the same idea, prove

two very iiuj)ortaut tilings: First, that at some future time there will be a

"gathering" of "all the heathen," "all the nations," "all the world," "the

nations that are in the four quarters of the earth," Ac;— And, secondly,

that this will occur at precisely the time, as taught in this Treatise, of which

the Lord was speaking in this part of his prophecy.

"What becomes of the objection, then, that " all the tribes of the earth,"—
as the Scriptures use the term, or its equivalents in respect to this very occur-

rence— cannot witness the sign in the heavens, at the same moment of time?

There is another thought: who knows but this luminous sign may be elec-

trical in its nature, and, of consequence, instantaneous in its passage from

place to place ? Is not this more than intimated by our Saviour himself?

"For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto the west,

bo shall also the coming of the Son of man be."

But whether the objection is answered or not, there is an answer that must

suffice: Christ has distinctly affirmed that "all the tribes of the earth" shall

witness his coming. Any objection to the expression is an objection to the

fact it declares. Let us be careful that we do not cavil at the words of Infi-

nite Wisdom.

NOTE L (Page 298.)

As the last three chapters of Zechariah have been designated as describing

clearly the times of this great mourning, and identifying it with the final

conflict and deliverance of Israel, it may be necessary to say a few words by

way of explaining such portions of the chapters designated as do not so

clearly refer to that time. Chap. xiii. 7-9 is clearly a reference to the betrayal

and death of Christ, sucjgestcd as the explanation of the previous references to

their looking upon him whom they had pieced, and the reference to the wounds

in the hands, which betoken the fact of his having been nailed to the cross.

This suggested explanation of terms that were used in reference to the final

mourning, it will be observed, is followed by a brief, comprehensive state-

ment of the calamities of that people down to the time of which he was then

formally discussing: to the time when— after all their wickedness and

wretchedness — thej' should call on the name of the Lord, and God would

hear them, and would say to them, "It is my people;" and they should say,

"The Lord is my God."

Then chap. xiv. 1, comes in with the more jiarticular description of the day

and occasion: "Behold, the day of the Lord cometh, and thy spoil shall be

divided in the midst of thee. 2. Fob I will gatlwr all nations against Jcruta-

* Tliat is, when bo brings bock the captivoa.
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lem to battle; and the city shall be taken, and the honses rifled, and the wo-

men ravished ; and half of the city shall go forth into captivity, and the

residue of the people shall not be cut off from the city." This evidently al-

ludes to the Jirst stages of the great conflict, before the Deliverer cmnes. At
first the multitude of enemies will prevail, and the Jews will despair of de-

liverance. This will make their salvation by divine interposition more con-

spicuous and remarkable, as God hath usually ordered it in his merciful

interpositions. Then, as the next verse shows, will be the time for the Lord

to come for the salvation of his people. Verse 3 :
" Then shall the Lord go

FORTH, AND FIGHT AGAINST THESE NATIONS, as when he fought hi the day of battle.

4. And his feet sliall stand in that day upon the Mount of Olives, which is

before Jerusalem on the east,* and the Mo-unt of Olives shall cleave in the

midst thereof toward the east and toward the west, and there shall be a very

great valley; and half of the mountain shall remove toward tlie north, and

half of it toward the south. 5. And ye shall flee to the valley of the moun-

tains; for the valley of the mountains shall reach unto Azal : yea, ye shall flee

like as ye fled from before the earthquake in the days of Uzziah, king of Ju-

dah ; and the Lord my God shall come, and all the saints with thee." Then

follows— to the end of the book— a description of the permanent, (verse 11)

salvation of Israel, and the holiness (verse 20) which shall forever characterize

them as they dwell in their own land, their enemies being either destroyed

(verses 12-15) or converted, (verses 16-19.) Those who venture to interpret

this as anything that has yet occurred, and those who explain it away to

mean almost anything that may be guessed at or fancied, in order to avoid

the literal understanding of it, assume a responsibility which they may here-

after regret.

NOTE J. (Page 304.)

The return to the subject of his coming was evidently designed by our Lord

for the purpose of describing the eveiit more fully, and especiallj' to speak of it

in connection with the judgment which should follow ; for he is to "judge the

quick and the dead at his appearing and liis kingdom." 2 Tim. iv. 1.

The plan of his discourse appears to have been formed to answer the inqui-

ries which occasioned it. But these inquiries do not seem to have had any par-

ticular reference to the judgment which should immediately follow, or attend,

his coming. After going through the prophetic history, in exact chronologi-

cal order, and bringing the subject down to the sign of his coming and of the

end of the world, he saw proper then to speak of gathering together his elect;

and then to suspend the regular order of the discourse, for the pur2)03e of giv-

ing appropriate admonitions and illustrations, having special resjDect to the

necessity of being always prepared for his coming. These occupy the conclu-

ding part of the 24th chapter, and the whole of the 25th, down to the 30th

verse. In suspending the regular prophetic narrative, he left some things

unsaid, and some things unexplained. In the 31st verse of the 25th chapter

*How particnlar the prediction I Who wiU venture to explain it all away by metaphorical

interpretationB?
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lie resumes tlie subject of liis advent, to say what he did not say before, (tliough

it was of necessity implied,) that the angels would come with liim. This was

of necessity implied in the 31st verse of the 24th chapter, where he speaks of

sending his angels to gatlier togetlier his elect. Witli this furtlier statement

by himself, his great discourse is made to harmonize with his own declarations

at other times, and with the predictions of the prophets that were before him.

But the same prophets who had spoken of the coming of the angels with him,

and of the elect being gathered, had also spoken of the gathering together of

"all nations," for the purpose of being judged and destroyed. This Christ

had not previousl}' mentioned in this discourse; and he resumes the general

subject for the evident purpose oifinishing what ho knew was left unfinished,

by leaving the tliread of the discourse in order to give the appropriate admo-

nitions and illustrations. In this waj-, in connection with practical instruc-

tions, he made his prophecy to correspond with the predictions which refer

to the same event in the Scriptures which he was accustomed to read. It

may have occurred to the reader, however, to notice the entire omission of

any direct reference to the kingdom which the prophets have spoken of in

connection with the coming of the Lord with his holy angels. Well, now,

this very omission oi direct reference to the kingdom is, in fact, a strong con-

firmation that he was speaking of the same time and events. And this will

uppcar from the manner in which he does refer to the kingdom, as a mat-

ter well understood^ and needing no direct statement. Let the reader now turn

to the closing up of the discourse, in chap. xxv. 31. This verse speaks of his

CMiiing in glory, with all his holy angels with him, and corresponds with the de-

scription of his coming in Dan. vii. 13: "I saw in the night visions, and,

behold, one like the Son of man came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the

Ancient of days, [described verses 9, 10,] and they brought him near before

him."

Now, observe, he did not come as a king : he came as the Son of man. And

they brought him near before the Ancient of days, for the purpose, as it appears

from what followed, of inaugurating him in the kingdom ; which was done in

the presence, and by the ministry of, the innumerable angels, as appears from

tlie context. Now, notice what follows, as the result and proof of this inau-

guration : Verse 14: ^^ And there was Givr.'s him dominion, anJ glory, and a

KINGDOM, that all people, nations, and languages, should serve him : his domin-

ion is an EVERLASTING dominion, wiucii shall not pass away, and his kingdom,

that [kingdom] which chall not he deitroyed." Now it is certain that this does

not relate to his mediatorial kingdom, for two reasons: 1. The context shows

that the whole transaction is future, and relates to the judgment. 2. All will

agree that the mediatorial kingdom will pass away: that it will last only du-

ring the present dispensation of grace.

We have, then, this remarkable fact, that the vision of Daniel (chapter vii.)

relates to the inauguration of the Lord Jk'^us into iiis eveulastlng kingdom I

And we have also another fact,—that he first came, as the Son of man, in the

clouds of heaven, to the Ancient of days, and was then with great solemnity

and glory, (verses 9, 10,) formally inducted into office as King of the dominion

then given to him. Coase<iuently, after that, his revelation to tfic world would



ArrEXDix, 431

be ill his kingly office and glory. Let the reader now particularly notice how

perfectly our Lord's discourse conforms to this order, and proceeds iipon tlie

supposition that the principal facts would be understood without a direct

statement of them.

First. (Chap. xxiv. 30.) The sign of the &o^ of j.ia^ would appear in heaven.

Thejirst appearance would not be as the Son of God, in divine majesty and

glory; but in some way denoting his human nature and relationship, as the

Son of man. Tliis could not probably imply much power and glory.

But this part of the scene should be viewed by " all the tribes of the earth,"

and they would witness, with grief and terror, the solemn inauguration of the

Son of man into his kingly office and glory. Then they woidd mourn, for

they would at once understand the hopelessness of their condition. The next

scene would be the coming of the Son of man, «.s King, in the glory of Ids

Father, and of the holy angels, by virtue of his kingly office.

Kotice, also, how this is implied m the closing part of his discourse: not a

word has been mentioned about liis kingly office ; but when the time comes to

speak of it, in the regular order of the prophecy, then it is mentioned, as a

matter of course,—as a thing understood, though not before referred to!

Chap. XXV. SI : "When the Son of man shall come in his gloky, [wliich was

given to him, Dan. vii. 14,] and all the holy angels with hi.m,* TiiE>f shall he sit

upon tJie tlirone of his glory : [his glorious throne.] 32. Before hii« shall be

gathered all nations; and he shall separate them one from another." Tliis

refers to tlie judgment which he now performs. Verse 34: "Then shall the

King say unto them on Ms right hand, come ye blessed of my Father, inherit the

Kit;GDOM preparedfor you from the foundation of the world."

Kow, here are two things very remarkable: 1. The introduction of the

title King, and the reference to the kingdom, as matters of course, without

any previous reference to them, excepting the prefatory remark in the para-

ble of the virgins. 2. It is remarkfvble that just in this connection, subsequent

to the jvAgment, or separation, of the good and the bad, the " blessed of the

Father" are invited to "inherit the kingdom." But this perfectly agrees with

the order of events in Daniel's vision ; for liis vision continued, (verse 22,)

"Until the Ancient of dnys came.f and judgment was given to the saints of the

Most High ; and the time came that the saints possessed the kingdom !

"

Daniel also refers to the same thing in another connection : Verse 2G : "But

the judgment shall sit, and tliey shall take away his :}: dominion to consume and

to destroy it unto the end. 27. And tlie kingdom and dominion, and tlie greatness

of the kingdom under the whole heaven, shall be given to the people of the

saints of the Most High."

The correspondency of Daniel's prophecy and our Lord's might be shown

still further; but sufficient has been said to guide the Bible student in his fur-

ther researches. It only remains, touching this t.oint, to show briefly how
our Lord has illustrated his own prophecy, by the parables recorded in the

*They first appeared with the Ancient of days. Dan. vii. 10.

+ Referred to again, but the inauguratory scene omitted, as having been sufficiently described

previously.

% Tlie Uttle Horn.
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IStli cTiaptcr of Matthew. "What we are now called to road forms no part of

the parables, however, but is his oton statement of the application and meaning

of the parables. Here are no figures; no parables to explain parables; but a

literal application offigurative illustrations. They inquired for his meaning in

the parable of the tares, verse 36. What follows is his explanation. Verso

37 : "And he answered and said unto them, lie that soweth the good seed is

the Son of man, 38. Tlie field is the world; the good seed are the children

of the Iciugdom ; but the tares are the children of the wicked one. 39. The

enemy that sowed them is the devil ; the uarvest is the e.vd of tue world ; and

the reapers are the a?igels. 40, As therefore the tares are gathered and burned

in the fire; so shall it be in the end of this world 41. The Son of /nan shall send

forth his angels, and they shall gather out of his kingijom all things that offend,

and them which do iniquity, 42. And shall cast them into a furnace of fire

;

there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth. 43. Then shall the righteous

shineforth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father." It remained peculiarly

the kingdom of the Father until this time, when it was given to the Son, and

this harmonized the expressions, in their application to that time of transfer,

"his kingdom," i. e, Christ's, (verse 41,) and their Father's kingdom, (vcr. 43.)

Taking all the Scriptures in connection, it throws light on the somewhat

obscure references to the coming of God the Father, and the coming of Christ the

Son. Tlie vision of Daniel shows how to understand both expresdions: they

appear to relate in part to the inauguration.

NOTE K, (Page 338.)

" The last trump." This appears to be directly referred to in Rev. x. 5

" And the angel which I saw stand upon the sea and upon the earth, lifted up

his hand to heaven, 6. And sware by him that liveth forever and ever, .

, . THAT tukrk should be time no longer. 7. But in the days of the voice

of the seventh angel, when ue shall begin to sound, the mystery of God shall

BE finished, as HE HATH DECLARED TO HIS SERVANTS THE PROPHETS."

Then we have the sounding by the angel specifically referred to : Chap. xi.

15. " And the seventh angel sounded ; and there were great voices in heaven,

saying. The kingdoms of this Korld are become the kingdoms of our Lord and of

his Christ ; and he shall reign forcoer and ever. 18. And the nations were an-

vry,* and thy wrath is coine, and the time ok the dead, th.vt they should be

jodged, and t/iat thou shouldst give reward unto thy servants the prophets, and to

the saints, and to them tlmtfear thy natne, small and great ; and shouldst destroy

them that destroy the earth.'"\ Here, in the 6th verse of the former quotation,

we have the oath, "that there shall be time no longer." Time is now filled up;

there is nothing more U be added ; it is "the fullness of times." In the next

verse, we have the dcclai-ation that when the seventh angel begins to sound,

the mystkry ok God should be finished as hi hath declared it unto his servants

the prophets. \

The nations were not all converted, tlien, It seems.

tKead tlii-t in connection witli tlie 2J I'salin.

fWo are tlicn to examine wliat the pn>phol/i have paid about this nvydery qf God. And w«

ball flua it iB all couii''"'^ *' ^l** ^<"'y pcrloU now undor notice.
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When the seventh angel sounded, the great voices in heaven said, The king-

doms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ. But

the nations mere angry. It is certain, then, that by the kingdoms of this world

becoming Christ's, it is not meant that the nations were converted; else, why
should they be angry ? And, as the quotation shows, this took place in con-

nection with " the time of the dead, that they should be judged, and of giving re-

ward to the saints, and of destroying them that destroyed the earth. And yet all

this is connected with the second advent of Christ, as we learn from 1 Cor.

XV. And this finishing up the mystery of G on, as foretold hy the propltets, at

the FULLNESS OF THE TQiES, is plainly alluded to by St. Paul, (Eph. i 9.) "Hav-

ing made known unto us the mystery of his will, 10. That in the dispensa-

tion OF the fullness of TlilES, HE MIGHT GATHER TOGETHER IN ONE ALL THINGS IN

ChRLST, both which ARE IN HEAVEN, AND WHICH ARE ON EARTH, IN HIM."*

We see how the wliole matter is identified not only with the time of gath-

ering together all that are in Christ, in heaven and in earth, but. also to the

fact of their gatliering, and of raising the dead to give remard to the saints, at

the time of destroying the wicked ; all of which occurs at the period when the

kingdoms of the world come into the hands of Christ. This fills up the time, and

finishes the mystery of God which has been foretold by the prophets. And it is

all connected with the second coming of Christ. How appropriate, with this

understanding, is the declaration of Peter, (Acts iii. 21,) " Who7n [Christ] tiie

heavens must receive, until the times of restitution of all thiicgs which God
HATH SPOKEN BY THE MOUTH OF ALL HIS HOLY PROPHETS, SINCE THE WORLD BEGAN.

NOTE L. (Page 339.)

The order of these occurrences appears to be this : 1. The Ancient of Days,*

with all the holy angels, and the saints, appear visibly in the clounds of hea-

ven, shining with the effulgence ot their own glory, after the darkening of

the sun, moon, and stars. 2. Christ, as the Son of man, is brought before him,

and solemnly inaugurated into his everlasting kingdom, which then passes

formally into his hands. Dan. vii. 14. 3. Then Christ, with all the angels,

and the souls of the saints, descends toward the earth, with a great shout,

with the voice of ihe archangel, and with the trumpet of God sounding. 4j

Christ, for a time remains in the clouds, sends the saints down to the earth,

probably, under the guidance of the angels, to the various, places where their

bodies are sleeping, and then the word that wakes the dead and changes the

living, is sounded, which in an atom of time effects the resurrection and the

transfiguration. 5. Then all are caught up into the clouds together, by the

ministry of the angels, to meet the Lord in the air. 6. Tliere they remain

while the renovating fire is purging the earth, and destroying the wicked:

7. Then the heavens and the earth are immediately restored to their original

condition. 8. Christ reigns as king in the new heavens and earth, and the

saints reign with him.

In this way they enter the everlasting kingdom. How long a time, as we

* Bead the connections, particularly aa far as to the 14th verso,

t See Dan, vii

28
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reckon time, these events will occupy in transpiring, we cannot ascertain, for

God has not revealed it. It would seem, from some portions of the Scripture,

that the earth is not to be burnt up, or annihilated, but only renovated ; as

the flood did not annihilate the earth, but only, produced great physical

changes.

)

NOTE M. (Page 349.)

In Jei'. xxiii. 16, this same title is applied to Jerusalem. But this did not

render it any the less appropriate for the Messiah ; for the Jews were accus-

tomed to incorporate the names of the Lord with the names of persons and

places, as solemn religious memorials of divine interpositions. And they thus

employed such titles for the very reason that they were the proper names of

the Divine Being.

In Exod. xvii. 15, we read, "And Moses built an altar, and called the name

of it Jeiiovah-nissi," or "The Loud my Banner,"— alluding to the victory over

Amalek, which had been obtained through the signal interposition of Jeho-

vah. We read, in Jud. vi. 24, "Then Gideon built an altar there unto the

Lord, and called it Jehovah-shalem," or "Tue Lord send tkace."

Gen. xxii. 14, "And Abraham called the name of that place Jehovah-

JIREH." or "Tue Lord will trovide,"— in view of the divine interposition in

providing a lamb for the sacrifice.

Finallj', not to multiply examples, in Ezek. xlviii. 35, where the prophet

speaks of the period which we are now considering, we read, (referring to

Jerusalem,) " It was round about eighteen thousand measures ; and the name

of the city from that day shall be, Jeiiovaii-shammah," " The Lord is tuerk."

There will be both custom and propriety in applying the divine name to

Jerusalem, when it shall be built up to be " thrown down no more forever."

In that day, in view of the Messiah having redeemed them from all iniquity,

and made the citj' truly and permanently holy, it will be both scriptural and

appropriate to call the name of the place "Jehovah our Kighteousness." For

Jehovah Messiah, the Righteous Branch, will then be "raised ur unto David :"

and, as " King," "shall reign and prosper, executing judgment and righteous-

ness in the earth."

NOTE N. (Pages 357, 362.)

Some are ready to Cavil and object, whenever the future residence of the

redeemed from the earth is represented as a literal, material place ; not re-

membering, it would seem, that this is the usual representation of the place

in the Sci-iptures. And they appear to forget, too, that man, in his original

glory, walking and conversing with his Creator, was a being with a bod}' as

well as a soul ; that he rejoiced in conununion witii tlic Lord, in the literal

Eden where he was originally placed, and from which, after he sinned, he

was driven. What do we sinners want more than original immortality and

glory, with uninterrupted, and everlasting enjoyment of God's presence and

favor?

If, by the resurrection, all the effects of t^in are perfectly and perpetually

removed, and our bodies, like our Lord's, shall be glorious and incorruptible,
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shall we complain and cavil because there is nothing better? Do we demand

a. premium for having sinned? Do we require to be better conditioned than if

we had never transgressed? Where has God promised to make sinners bet-

ter and happier than man would have been if sin had not been committed?

If man was originally perfectly holy, perfectly happy, free from all disease

and disquietude, and blessed witli familiar communion with his Maker ; why
should we feel such a shrinking from the idea of having a local habitation,

adapted to the spiritualized, yet— of necessity— still material body, with

which all will be furnished in the resurrection state ? The 7imv heavens and

the new earth will undoubtedly be indescribably and inconceivably beautiful

and glorious ; but they will be earth and heaven still.

The reader is earnestly advised to do himself the favor to read Dr. Chal-

mers' Sermon on the New Heavens and the New Earth. As all may not have

at hand the Sermon refei'red to, it may be expedient to give some portions

of it, that the reader may be informed of the Doctor's view of this subject

:

"It were venturing on the region of conjecture to affirm,^ whether, if Adam
had not fallen, the earth that we now tread upon, would have been the ever-

lasting abode of him and his posterity. But certain it is, that man, at the

first, had for his place this world, and, at the same time, for his privilege, an

unclouded fellowship with God, and, for his prospect, an immortality, which

death was neither to intercept nor put an end to. He was terrestrial in re-

spect of condition, and yet celestial in respect both of character and enjoy-

ment. His eye looked outwardly on a landscape of earth, while his heart

breathed upwardly in the love of heaven. And though he trode the solid

platform of our world, and was compassed about Avith its horizon— still was

he within the circle of God's favored creation, and took his place among the

freemen and the denizens of the great spiritual commonwealth. This may
serve to rectify an imagination, of which we think that all must be conscious

— as if the grossness of materialism was only for those who had degenerated

into the grossness of sin ; and that, when a spiritualizing process had purged

away all our corruption, then, by the stepping stones of a death and resur-

rection, we should be borne away to some ethereal region, where sense, and

body, and all in the shape either of audible sound, or of tangible substance,

were unknown. And hence that strangeness of impression which is felt by

you, should the supposition be offered, that in the place of eternal blessedness

there will be ground to walk upon ; or scenes of luxuriance to delight the

corporeal senses ; or the kindly intercoui'se of friends talking familiarly, and

by articulate converse together ; or, in short, anything that has the least re-

semblance to a local territory, filled with various accommodations, and peo-

pled over its whole extent by creatures formed like oiirselvos — having bodies

6uch as we now wear, and faculties of perception, and thoiiglit, and mutual

communication, such as we now exercise. The common imagination that we
bave of paradise on the other side of death,* is, that of a lofty, aerial region,

where the inmates float in ether, or are mysteriously suspended upon nothing

— where all the warm and sensible accompaniments which give such an ex-

* Chalmers is certainly speaking of the resurrection state, as the previous paragraphs show.
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pression of strength, and life, and coloring, to our present habitation, are at-

tenuated into a sort of spiritual element that is meagre, and imperceptible,

and utterly uninviting to mortals here below— where every vestige of mate-

rialism is done away, and nothing left but certain unearthly scenes that have

no power of allurement, and certain unearthly ecstacies, with which it is felt

impossible to sympathize. The holders of this imagination forget, all the

while, that really there is no essential connection between materialism and

sin— that the world which we now inhabit, had all the amplitude and solidity

of its present materialism, before sin entered into it— that God so far, on

that account, from looking slightly upon it, after it had received the last

touch of his creating hand, reviewed the earth, and the waters, and the fir-

mament, and all the green herbage, with the living creaturcij, and the man
whom he had raised in dominion over them, and he saw every thing that he

had made, and behold, it was all very good. Tliey forget that on the birth

of materialism, when it stood out in the freshness of those glories which the

great Architect of Nature had impressed upon it, that then "the morning

stars sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy." They forget

the appeals that are made everywhere in the Bible to this material workman-

ship— and how, from the face of these visible heavens, and the garniture of

this earth that we tread upon, the greatness and the goodness of God are re-

flected on the view of his worshipers. No, my brethren, the object of the

administration we sit under, is to extirpate sin, but it is not to sweep away
mrterialism."

He also argues the question from the fact of the resurrection of the body.

Some entertaining the notion that a material heaven and earth and a mate-

rial body will be rather degrading to the immortal being, he thus continues

his eloqiient discourse :
" But, as a proof of some metaphysical delusion upon

this subject, the product, perhaps, of a wrong, though fashionable philosophy,

it would appear, that to embody the spirit is not the stepping stone to its

degradation, but to ita preferment. The last day will be a day of triumph to

the righteous— because the day of reentranee of the spirit to its much-loved

abode, where its faculties, so far from being shut up in captivity, will find

their free and kindred development in such material organs as arc suited to

them. The fact of the resurrection proves, that, with man at least, the state

of disembodied spirit is a state of unnatural violence— and that the resur-

rection of his body is an essential step to the highest perfection of which he

is susceptible. And it is indeed an homage to that materialism, which many
are for expunging from the future state of the universe altogether— that ere

the immortal soul of man has reached the ultimate glory and blessedness

which are designed for it, it must return and knock at that very grave where

lie the mouldered remains of the body which it wore, and there inquisition

must be made for the flesh, and the sinews, and the hones, which the power

of corruption has perhaps for centuries before, assimilated to the earth^that

is around them— and there the minute atoms must be reassembled into &

structure that bears upon it the form and the lineaments, and the general as-

pect of a man."

This renewed and immortal man, composed of a spiritual and a material na-



APPENDIX. 437

ture united, must now have an appropriate residence. Chalmers shall speak

again :
" And we do hail the information of our text, that after the dissolu-

tion of its present framework, it will again be varied and decked out anew in

all the graces of its unfading verdure, and of- its unbounded variety— that

in addition to our direct and personal view of the Deitv, when he comes down

TO tabernacle with men, we shall also have the reflection of him in a lovely

mirror of his own workmanship, and instead of being transported to some abode

of dimness and mystery, so remote from human experience, as to be beyond all

comprehension, we shall walk forever in a land replenished with those sensible de-

lights, and those sensible glories, which, vje doubt not, ivill lie most profusely scat-

tered over the ' neio heavens and the new earth, wherein dweUeth righteousness.' "
.

But will not this be Mahometanism ?

" But though a paradise of sense, it will not be a paradise of sensuality.

Though- not so unlike the present world as many apprehend it, there will be

one point of total dissimilarity betwixt them. It is not the entire substitution

of spiritfor matter, that will distinguish the future economy from the present.

But it will be the entire substitution of righteoucness for sin. It is this ivhich

signalizes the Christian frotn the Mahometan paradise— not that sense, and

substance, and splendid imagery, and the glories of a visible creation seen

with bodily eyes, are excluded from it—but that all which is vile in princi-

ple, or voluptuous in impurity, will be utterly excluded from it. There will

be a firm earth, as we have at present, and a heaven stretched over it, as we
have at present:' and it is not by the absence of these, but by the absence of

sin, that the abodes of immortality will be characterized. There will be both

heavens and earth, it would appear, in tlie next great administration— and

with this speciality to mark it from the present one, that it will be a heaven

and an earth wherein dwelleth righteousjiess!"

Tliis long extract will be welcomed in this connection, not only for the

beauty and eloquence of its composition, but for its perfect relevancy to the

subject in hand. This is the way to interpretScripture ; not according to the

fancies of men, but according to the teachings of Inspiration. This discourse

of Chalmers is eminently valuable, as well for the correctness of its philoso-

ph}-, as for the evident scripturalness of its divinity.

:N'0TE 0. (Page 366.)

The theory of interpretation adopted in this Treatise is the only theory

that harmonizes the chronology of the events which are described in the

various portions of the Bible. For example— the coming of our Lord— the

Branch— the Ensign— the Shepherd— the King— the DAVib— the Prince,

of the ancient prophecies ; and the setting up of his everlasting kingdom

OVER the House of Israel, when tlie heathen are given to him for his inherit-

ance, to rule with a rod ef iron, to dash in pieces as a potter's vessel*; the

gathering together of his elect— of all his elect— to enjoy his presence and

glory ; the creation of the new heavens and the new earth ; the resurrection of the

righteous dead, and the coming down of the new Jerusalem from God out of

heaven ; and the tabernacling of the Lord for ever in the midst of his people ;
—

all these events are to be accomplished in connection, or at the same gene-
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ral period. Xow it i-equires but a little compjiring together of Scripture -with

Scripture to determine this. We liave seen, (1.) that the resurrection of Israel

and their final univ-rsaf aathcring together are to occur in connection. (See

Ezek. xxxvii. 11, 12, 13, acd 21, 22, 25.) TVc have seen (2.) how this is to trans-

pire in connection with the reign of Messiah, as the promised David, in his

everlasting kingdom. (25,26.) We have seen (3.) how this is connected with

the placing of the sanctuary in their midst for evermore. (26.) And (4.) how

this is connected with his tabernacle, or dwelling, being with them forever.

(27.) Now, to compare with other prophecies, a little, turn to Rev. iii. 7.

Here Messiah speaks as opening his kingdom and shutting it; he has "the

key of David.'" And he evidently promises to the faithful something more

than merely present spiritual or temporal rewards ; tliose who endure to the

end are to inherit the kingdom of their Lord. (Matt. xxv. 34.) This is the

time that they are to be crowned. (2 Tim. iv. 8.) Verse 11 refers to his

coming [with the key of David— v. 7] to crown the faithful. Verse 12

speaks, firstly, of the temple, or sanctuary, that is to be in their midst for

evermore ; and, secondlv, of the New Jerusalem which is to come down out of

heaven from God.

Now, in Rev. xxi., we have the connections of these events more clearly ex-

hibited. Verse 1 brings to view the new heavens and the new earth. Verse 2

brings to view the new Jerusalem coming down from God out of heaven, pre-

pared as a bride adorned for her husband ; which is still further described in

verses 10-21, and shown to be the church of Christ. (Verse 9.) By the

church coming down out of heaven, at this time, can be meant nothing less or

more than the coming of all the saints with Christ when he comes, " and the

dead in Christ shall rise first;" or, as it is expressed in 1 Cor. xv. 2.3, "They

that are Christ's [shall be raised] at his coming." Their souls, which have

since death— been with God in heaven, shall then come with Christ, and

be again connected with their bodies in the resurrection state. In verse 3, we

have the tabernacle of God with men, where God is to dwell with them, and

they are to be his people, and he is to be their God. Compare this with

Ezek. xxxvii. 26, 27, 28.

The everlasting residence of God's people is represented as a kingdom, a

city, and a paradise. Rev. xxi. leaves us in no doubt of the fact that the

church in the resurrection state is alluded to. (See verses 4, 5.) Yet, com-

pare verses 24, 25, 26, 27, with Isa. Ix. 3, 5, H, 14, 19, 20, 21, 22; and Rev.

xxii. 5. And this is to be connected with his coming : Rev. xxi. 3, and xx. ,3,

4, 7, 12, 20; and with the the new heavens and the new earth: Isa. Ixv. 17-25,

and Ixvi. 15-24.

Yet it was evidently this very state of things which Teter (2 Pet. iii. 10-14,)

had in view when he said, (verse 13,) "Nevertheless, we, according to nis

PROMISE, look for new heavens and a new earth, whrnin dwellcth righteousness."

Now, lohcre did Peter find the promise to God's people— himself and the rest—
of a new heaven and earth? It could be no where else but Isa. li. 10, and

Ixv. 17, and Ixvi. 22. Yet in all these places it is so directly and undeniably

connected with the conversion and restoration of Israel, and the renewing of

their fatlier-land, that it ought not to be considered of doubtful application.
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NOTE P. (Page 386.)

It is, or ouglit to be, generally known that the doctrine of the millennial

reign of Christ on the earth, ushered in by his second advent, and the resur-

rection of the saints, was generally believed by the primitive Christians who
lived just after the apostolic age. The successors of the apostles, and those

who had the best opportunities for becoming acquainted with their views, ap-

pear to have understood the book of Revelation as teaching this doctrine.

And so evidently to the primitive church did the Revelation favor this doc-

trine ; so accustomed Avere they to appeal to this book to sustain their views

on this subject, that the first serious attempt to disprove the .genuineness of

the book, was for the reason that it so evidently taught the millennial doc-

trine, as held by the Christian Fathers, that if the book was acknowledged to

be the writing of St. John, the opposers of the millennium could not maintain

their ground in the controversy ; so they endeavored to bring discredit upon

this portion of the Scriptures. It is important to recollect, however, that this

did not occur until some time in the third century. Up to that period the

book of Revelation appears to have been generally, perhaps universally, re-

ceived by the church as the production of St. John ; and they also seem to

have understood it to teach the millennial reign of Christ

In "Hoene's Introduction," we find this truth distinctly stated; though

Mr. Home himself seems not to have favored the ancient millennial doctrines.

Speaking of the book of Revelation, he says, "It is a remarkable circumstance

that the authenticity of this book was very generally, if not universally, ac-

knowledged during the first two centuries, and yet in the third century it began

to be questioned Tliis seems to have been occasioned by some absurd notions

respecting the millennium, which a few well meaning but fanciful expositors

grounded on this book : whicli notions their opponents injudiciously and pre-

sumptuously endeavored to discredit, by denying the authenticity of the book

itself."

Now it seems exceedingly improbable that a serious attempt should have

been made .to bring discredit upon a portion of the Scriptures, which had not

been questioned during the first two centuries, merely because "a few well

meaning but fanciful expositors" had used it to sustain their fanciful views.

In such a case it is likely that a much easier, and a much safer method would

have been pursued by the opposers of the millennial views. They would

have opposed the many to the "few'' expositors; and the solid, rational ones

to the "fanciful." It appears very certain that tlie millennial doctrine was

too successfully defended by this book ; and the advocates of the doctrine

were too numerous, and— with the aid of Revelation—^too potent for their

opponents ; and hence the endeavor to deprive them of a source of arguments

which could not be successfully answered.

But who were these "few well meaning but fanciful expositors" that could

not be overcome in argument, without first depriving them of a portion of

the word of God? They were, in some instances, the most immediate, and

the most eminent, of the successors of the apostles in the government and in-

struction of the church. They were, in their day, as the Paleys, Baxters, Wesh

leys, Edwards, Halls, Chalmers, &c., of recent times.
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Mr. Barnes does not favor tlie primitive millonniul dwtrine ; but, with h'n

usual candor, he admits that "The opinion here adverted to was held substan-

tially by Papias, Justin Martyr, Ircncus, TertuUian, and others among the

Christian Fathers." But who was Ikkneus? He was born about fifty years

after St. John wrote his Revelation ; and in A. D. 178 he was Bisliop of L^ons,

in France. lie must have been conversant with tliose who had been acquaint-

ed with St. John. Indeed, we are distinctly informed that he was "one of

PoLYCvni-'s disciples." Ue was instbucted in religion by one ok the most holt

AND KMINENT OF THOSE WHO WERE THEMSELVES PEliSONALLY TAUGHT BY St. JoHS !

And who was Papias ? Ireneus informs us that Papias was " a disciple of St.

John, and a co)npa?no7t o/"Polycarp!" He was also a bishop. The disciple of

St. John could not have been ignorant of his master's views on so important a

matter as the millennial reign of Christ. Papias himself explains how he be-

came informed of the teachings of the holy apostles. He says, "But 1 shall

not regret to subjoin to my interpretations, also for your benefit, whatsoever

I have at any time accurately ascertained and treasured up in my memory,

as I have received it from the elders, and have recorded it in order to give ad-

ditional confirmation to the truth, by my testimony. For I have never, like

many, delighted to hear those that tell many things, but those that teach the

truth, neither those that record foreign precepts, but those that are given from

the Lord, to our faith, and that come from the truth itself. But if I met any

one who had been a follower of the elders apy where, I made it a point to in-

quire what were the declaration of the elders. "What was said by Andrew,

Peter, or Philip. What by Thomas, James, John, Matthew, or any other of

the disciples of our Lord ; for I do not tlkiuk that I derived so much benefit

from books as from the living voice of those that are still surviving." Euscb.

Heel. Hist., B. 3, c. 39.

And who was Ju.stdj M.^p.tyr? He flourished about fifty years after the

death of St. John; and was undoubtedly acquainted with those who had con-

versed with John, and heard him preach. He was one of the ablest and most

voluminous writers of the primitive church. Eusebius speaks of him in this

manner, "This Justin has left us many monuments of a mind well stored with

learning, and devoted to sacred things, replete with matter profitable in every

respect." And who was Tertuluan? Born A. D. IGO, associating with those

who had been permitted to hear the immediate successors of the ai)ostle8, ed-

ucated in the true Christian doctrine, and finally becoming one of the great

champions of Christianity, he was qualifie.l to judge correctly in the impor-

tant controversies about the Christian faith.

And all these, it is admitted,— Papivs, Ji'stin JIautyr, Irkm-is, and Tertit,-

l:an, were advocates for the millennial doctrine, as then held by the cluirch

generally. Situated as they were, could tliey liave been mistaken in so im-

portant a matter as the pre-millcnnial advent of Christ, and the resurrection

of the saints?

But what specifically were the views of these eminent and unimpeachable

Fathers of the primitive church? "The opinion of tlic Christian Fathers,"

says Mr. Barnes, "with which the modern 'Litoralists," as they are called,

Bubstantially coincide, is thus stated by Mr. Elliott: 'This resurrection is to
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be literally that of departed saints and martyrs, tlien at length resuscitated in

the body from death and the grave, its time to sj^nehronise with, or follow in-

stantly after, the destruction of the beast Antichrist, on Christ's personal sec-

ond advent ; the binding of Satan to be an absolute restriction of the power

of hell from tempting, deceiving, or injuring mankind, throughout a literal

period of a thousand j-ears, thence calculated ; the government of the earth du-

ring the continuance to be administered by Christ and the risen saints— the

latter being now (CayvsXoj — in nature like angels; and under it, all false

religion having been put down, the Jews and saved remnant of the Gentiles

been converted to Christ, the earth renovated by the fire of Antichrist's de-

struction, and Jerusalem made the universal capital, there will be a realiza-

tion on earth of the blessedness depicted in the Old Testament prophecies, as

well perhapsof that to which is associated with the new Jerusalem in the vis-

ions of the Apocalj'pse— until at length this millennium having ended, and

Satan gone forth to deceive the nations, the final consummation will follow

;

the new-raised enemies of the saints, Gog and Magog, be destroyed by fire

from heaven: and then the general resurrection and judgment take place, the

devil and his servants be cast into the lake of fire, and the millennial reign of

the saints extend itself into one of eternal duration." See Barnes on Revela-

tion.

Whitby has made a atrong effort to prove that the primitive Christians

during the first three centuries were not all believers in the millennial doc-

trine. And he has certainly shown that the doctrine had its disbelievers and

opposers from the very first. But does this prove that the millenarian doc-

trine was not the true and genei'ally received doctrine of the primitive church ?

Suppose there were unbelievers and opposers: — what doctrine of the Chris-

tian church, peculiar to Christianity, has ever yet attained to universal ac-

ceptance? Even during the lifetime of Paul there were some who opposed the

doctrine of the reswrreciiow, and overthrew the faith of some. Is it therefore

doubtful whether the apostles taught the doctrine of the resurrection of the

dead? Some disbelieved in the divinity of Christ, and some disbelieved in his

humanity ; but are we willing to acknowledge that either of tliese doctrines

is of doubtful origin? Some denied justification by faith; and some at fi^st

taught the necessity of circumcision ; but do we hesitate to speak decidedly

with respect to what was, and what was not, the true orthodox view of the

general church I It is easy to perceive from Whitby's own statements in the

case, that the disbelievers in the millenarian doctrine were merely the ex-

ceptions to the general rule. He concludes thus :

"Here, then, we may evidently discern three sorts of men: 1. The heretics,

denying the resurrection of the flesh, and the millennium. 2. The exactly

orthodox, asserting both the resurrection and the kingdom of Christ upon earth.

3. Tlie believers who consented with the just, and yet endeavored to allegorize,

and turn into metaphor all those Scriptures lie had produced for a proper reign

of Christ, and who had sentiments rather agreeing with those heretics who denied,

than those exactly orthodox who maintained, this reign of Christ on earth."

Just so : Whitby merits our gratitude for this honest conclusion. The her-

KTics, who denied the resurrection of the flesh, would of course deny the mil-
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hnnium ; for the millennium implied the resurrection of the dead. But shall

we reject a doctrine because the heretics denied it in order to maintain their

heresy? The heretics were not the church, any more than a parasite plant is

the tree which it disfigures. As to the rest, they were of two classes : 1. " Tue

K.VACTLY ouTiioDox,asserting both iXia resurrection anA tlie kingdomof Christ upon

earth. 2. The believers who consented with the just, and yet endeavored to allegor-

ize and turn into METArnoR all those Scriptures he had produced for a proper

reign of Christ, and who had sentiments rather agreeing with the heretics,

who denied, than those exactly orthodox who maintained, this reign of Christ

on the earth." Precisely ; and we have the same state of things now : there

are (1.) the open heretics who oppose the sentiments of the (2.) exactly ortho-

dox, who constitute the great body of the general church. Tlien we have a

class of (.3.) "believers" who "consent with the just," in relation to the gen-

uineness of the Scriptures, and the authority of their revelations ; but, alas

for them, by allegorizing and metaphorizing all such portions of the Bible as,

understood literally, would overthrow their erroneous doctrines, they hold

" sentitnents rather agreeing with those UERETics" than with those "exactly or-

thodox!" " There is no new thing under the sun." Just as it is now, so it ap-

pears to have been at Jirst : there were the open heretics, radically opposed to

the orthodox, and answering to our open infidels. And there were the pro-

fessed believers, consenting with the orthodox in the main, but by a system of

allegorical and metaphorical interpretation of the Scriptures, they maintained

sentiments more in agreement with the heretics than with the orthodox por-

tion of the church ; thus perfectly corresponding to our modern Universalists,

and some other professed " believers," but, in truth, unbelievers in the true

doctrines of the church !

Now, to close this unpleasant review, let it be recollected, (1.) By what

portion of the primitive church the millenarian.doctrines were held ; and, (2.)

By what methods of interpretation the disbelieving "believers" maintained

their disbelief to the orthodox teachings of the church; and, finally. To what

result their allegorical expositions of the Scriptures led them. One word fur-

tlier—To which of the three divisions will the opposers of the primitive mil-

leuarian doctrine be likely to be attached?

NOTE Q. (Page 397.)

Relative to the word ys\iSa rendered generation, it may be trspedient to say

* a little more than was appropriate in tlie Exposition.

One of our most experienced and able linguists has kindly furiii.-!hed the

following observations. "Tfvsa '9 derived from an old verb
^ g'vij^ from which

is derived the later form yi'vvo.aai, which means, primarily, to come into exist-

ence, not to exist originalli/, whicli is expressed by sijjii. These two verbs you

will observe in John i. 1, and i. 'A, whore you will notice the distinetion. In

Liddell and Scott's Lexicon, wliich is now regarded as of the best authority,

we have the following definitions: I. I'rimary meaning, t/r//(. II. Raee,dc-

tn-cnt. This is the most eoniinon sense in Homer and the early writers. It

often means, iij Homer, noble birth. III. A race, a generation, of which, ac-

cording to Herodotus, there arc three in a century ;
meanf>, sometimes, also,
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the t'imes. TV. Offspring, descent. Tliis moaning is not found in Homer, but

is a post-Homeric sense. Tliis word is nearly allied to the neuter nounygvoc:

both being derived from the same verb, only from different roots of it. In ad

dition to the above definitions, the meaning a people, a nation, is added.

Sometimes it denotes also sex, and kind, genus. Plato calls the elements of na-

ture Tec ys'vr). My old Schrevellius, the father of Greek lexicons, defines the

word in question, genus, progenies,fam ilia, natio, species, and adds, Kinc apud

Gramm. Anglice gender. My other English lexicons do not differ essentially

from Liddell and Scott."

It will be evident to all that the primary signification, to come into existence,

gives character to all the secondary and accommodated uses of the w^ord.

The leading definitions, family, race, descent, progeny, genus, sufficiently de-

velop the governing idea of the word. There may, indeed, be three genera-

tions in a century ; but the idea of generatiooi does not so much respect the

duration of the people's existence, as iXxcfact and origin of it.

It is barely possible that the word in question was used by our Saviour to

mean " the persons then living ;
" but all the probabilities are against it. In

the foregoing critical observations on the Avord, it will be perceived that all

the definitions that are relevant to the case, are favorable to the conclusions

adopted in this Exposition, and unfavorahle to the use of the term' which is

herein objected to.

A personal examination of a multitude of Lexicons has fully satisfied the

author that the proper rendering of the word is not given by those who teach

that it means "the persons living at the same time." A generation of men
may indeed be living at the same time ; but that is not the reason why they

should be called a generation ; for the word has particular resjiect to their

origin and ki^id. In Syriac the word that corresponds to generation in the

Lord's prophecy, is thus defined :
" Generatio, ti-ibus, familia." * Kef. Matt»

xi. 16, Acts xxvi. V, and iii. 25. In German the corresponding word is de

fined ;
" Genus, kind, species, race, generation, origin, sex, stock, extraction,

family, lineage, house, blood, birth, descent." ] The corresponding word in

French is defined, " Generation, propagation, production, progeny, descent."

In Spanish the corresponding word is defined, " Generation, the act of beget-

ting, or producing,:]: (2.) progeny, race, (3.) a single succession, (4.) a na-

tion, an age."

These definitions have been procured thi'ough the kindness of a master of

many tongues. By the corresponding word is meant the word iised in the

London Polyglott Bible where the text under notice is found in a variety of

languages. The careful reader must have been struck with the almost iitter

absence of anytliing in these various definitions favorable to the use of the

word opposed in this Treatise. And if anything more is needed to complete

these strictures, it may be derived from even the appropriate English use of

* Not one of these favors the use of the word which this Treatise opposes.

t Fifteen definitions, and none of them favorable to the rendering of the word here objected to»

JThis is undoubtedly the meaning of the word generation In the several languages above no-

ticed :
" the act of begetting, or producing."
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the word in question. Webster gives seven classifications of definitions, and

but one is favorable to the use of tlie word objected to; and out of thirteen

definitions there is but one favorable to that use of the word ! And it is a lit-

tle remarkable that this one definition is sustained by an example that proves

more against it than for it!

As to the Scripture use of the word in question, it is safe to credit the tes-

timony of such men as Adam Clauke, and the others referred to in the com-

ment on the verse under notice. There are a few places whei-e the term seems

ta be applied to the persons living at the same time ; but the far greater num-

ber certainly use the term in strict conformity with its leading, primary

meanings. And in many places the word is employed in a manner that ren-

ders it perfectly impossible to define it in accordance with the notion of Bish-

op Newton, and others of the same school.

To assume, then, that the word in question, in Matt. xxiv. 34, means the

2)ersons then living, and not the Jews as a race, progeny, or kind of people, is to

assume what not only is without proof from the etymology and use of the

word, but against proof, since it is at variance with the derivation and com-

mon use of the word by not only the Scriptures, but by standard authorities

in various nations and ages.

And what shall be said of the practice of making that assumed, unusual,

and almost unexampled, use of the word a criterion to test the truthfulness

of the interpretation of some of the most important predictions in the Bible ?

That definition and use of the word has introduced more confusion and inju- ^
rious error into our modern Commentaries, than any one can possibly realize J
who has not personally and patiently investigated this matter. /^

This Exposition has no occasion to use the word in any but its primary

and common Bible use
;
yet how easy and how natural the exjiositiou of the

text.

KOTE R. (Page 407.)

It is now quite common to apply all this, and especially the text under com-

ment, to the coming of the Koinans and the fatal war. All the face of the

whole earth is made to mean the whole land of Judea I The suddenness and

unexpectedness of the snare is applied to the (supposed) suddenness and unex-

pectedness of the war. The admonitions to watchfulness and preparation are,

of course, made to harmonize with the rest As much— too much perhaps—
lias alrcxly been said on this subject, in the Exposition, it is only necessary

to add, in this connection, that the whole system of figurative interpretation

of this part of the prophecy, is founded on a radical misconception of the

facts in the case. In no sense M'hatever was the coming of the Ronuiiis, or

the beginning of the war, either sudden, or unexpected. This whole matter

is made sufficiently evident in Appendix No. '2.

NOTE S. (Page 415.)

But will not this doctrine injure the great benevolent enterprises of the

age? If the world is not to be converted before the coining of Christ, why,

then send out missionaries, and endeavor ttf do an impossible thing?
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Are you, then, laboring to save souls, not from a conviction of their intrin-

sic value, but from an expectation, or an ambition, to save all? If you cannot

save every one, will you withhold your endeavors to save any one? And do

you make your plans, your hopes, and your ambition, the criterion of Scrip-

ture exegesis? What you conceive will favor your plans and hopes,—'that is

truth; but what seems to be unfavorable,— that is error! Does not this

amount practically to the papal infallibility which forms the foundation rock

of Romanism? Is it not virtually pronouncing, ex cathedra, what is orthodox,

and what is heresy ?

Is it nothing that the Lord has nowhere revealed that the world shall be con-

verted previously to the judgment-coming of Christ ? Is it nothing that the

Bible everywhere represents that the world Avill be found in wickedness when
the Lord shall return ? Is it nothing that a principal and primary vrork to

be accomplished at the second advent, will be the destruction of the tares

from among the wheat ? That he will be revealed in flaming fire, with his

might}' angels, taking vengeance on thera that know not the Lord, nor obey

the Gospel, who shall be punished with everlasting destruction? Is it noth-

ing that the Little Horn, the False Prophet, the Man of Sin, the Anti-Christ,

are represented as surviving and operating against God and the Church, until

the Lord comes to judgment? Is it nothing that a large proportion of our

Saviour's parables and predictions unmistakably show that, when he comes, ifc

will be as when the deluge rushed upon the old world, or as when the flames

fell upon wicked Sodom ? Must all this, and innumerable other instances of

the same import, amount to nothing— absolutely to nothing— with you?

Are your hopes so ardent, your ambition so settled, and your zeal so excited,

that you cannot pause a moment to examine the groundwork of your conii-

dence?

What is the real principle that governs you in your endeavors to save the

world? Is it the intrinsic value of each immortal spirit? Is it from obedi-

ence to the command, " Occupy till I come ?" Is it from an overflowing be-

•nevolence, or deep religious seflse of obligation? Or— let us be candid— is

it from hope of success— of success on a great scale?

If we can save many, most, or all, then we will put forth our best endeav-

ors. But if the time is short, and but comparatively few can be saved, then

we will slacken our efforts ! Is this your plea? See there ! That ship is on

fire ! A thousand human beings are in danger ! See ! The flames are all

around them ! They are pei'ishing every moment ! A score have perished

since we first beheld them ! An hundred will die before we can man a boat;

another hundred before we can reach the wreck ! See them, surrounded with

flames, or struggling in the fire-lit billows! Hurry, hurry, time is precious:

all will soon be over: they perish every moment: in a little all will be lost!

Of a thousand you cannot hope now to save a tenth : hurry, hurry ! What I

doing nothing ? Will you not save some of them? 0, what is the use of try-

ing ? By the time we could save fifty or a hundred they will all be lost, as

you say ; nearly all are perished already. Since there is no prospect of sav-

ing tlte whole, what is the encouragement to save only a part? The whole, or

none, is my motto. The reader will easily make the application.
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But who will contribute to the Missionary cause, if the pre-millennial ad-

vent doctrine prevails? "Who will contribute? Do you think the ''evil ser-

vant" will, -who saith in his heart, My Lord delayeth his coming? If, ae

Christ represents the case, the tendency of such a view is, to smite the fellow

eervants, and to eat and drink with the drunken, will he give largely, regu-

larly, and from principle? What is the chief impediment to the world's con-

version ? What is it that locks up the hearts and hands of the wealthy, and

would-be-wealthy, Christians? Is it not the seemingly irresponsible extrava-

gance, lust, and worldly ambition of the present age? Does it not result

principally from a losing sight of the fact, as well as the natare, of the Lord's

coming? Is there not, also, a general impression that there is no need of

haste in the matter? That the world's conversion is pre-determined, and will

somehow be effected, before the day of salvation passes? How should we all

feel, if we were deeply impressed with the reality of the Lord's judgment-coming,

and with the certainty that it may be i))j.mcdiately ? Would there be as much

vanity, and dissipation, to consume not only our wealth, but our religion too?

Would the general cry be. What shall we eat ? what shall we drink ? and

wherewithal shall we be clothed? Would there be so much laying up treas-

ure on earth, and so little thought of the inheritance in heaven? What is the

principal difficulty in the way of the largest liberality? Does it need to be

answered ? Let works of the character of this Treatise be generally preva-

lent; and let the leading influences of the church encourage the conviction,

that the day of the Lord so eometh as a thief in the night, and therefore may

be at hand ; and let there be a modification of the principle by which we
contribute, and b^' which we labor, so as to harmonize with the Scri])ture

doctrine ; and would not the gold of the church be converted ?

Tlie infidelity of the world, and the worldliness of the church, could not

withstand the general, the encouraged, the thorough, practical conviction, that

the day of the Lord will eome as a snare upon all them that dwell on the face

of the whole earth. The author is impressed that some essential defect in

doctrine, in respect to the closing up of the gospel dispensation ; or some

practical disbelief of the teachings of Inspiration, in respect to the world's

destin}', is the chief difficulty in the way of the wider spread of the Chris-

tian religion abroad, and the more general observance of its higher claims at

home. "My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge," was the complaint

in ancient times; and, to some extent, it might be made at the present. But

the knowledge, undoubtedly, was the knowledge of God in respect to hie

purposes.



APPENDIX II.

A SYNOPSIS OF JOSEPHUS' HISTORY OF THE JEWISH WAR.

Part 1.—Period

—

From the time Judea became a Roman Province

to the flight of Cestius Gallus

1. Judea became subject to the Romans about G3 B. C, when Pompey took

Jerusalem, and laid the country under tribute. But still, until the time of

Christ, the Jews were governed by men of their own nation.

2. Herod the Great was reigning in Judea at the time of our Saviour's birth ;

but he died in less than two years after. By will, Herod divided his domin-

ions among his three sons, Archelaus, Philip, and Antipas. Archelaus was

appointed to succeed him in the kingdom proper, with the title of king
;

Philip was made Tetrarch of the provinces of Batanea, Trachonitis, Gauloni-

tis, and Paneas ; Antipas was made Tetrarch of Galilee and Perea.

3. As Herod had appointed the Roman Emperor the administrator of his will,

it was necessary that the document should be carried to Rome. The emperor

confirmed the will, with the exception that Archelaus should be entitled Eth-

narch instead of king Archelaus reigned with much difScult}'- and ill suc-

cess for about nine years, when the emperor banished him from the country.

4. It was at this time that Judea was made a Roman ^roj^wice, and annexed to

the prefecture of Syria. It was about A. D. 11 or 12 : some authorities phice

it earlier. The province also included Samaria. The provincial capital was

Cesarea. The capital of the Syrian presidency was Antioch.

5. Having given this condensed summary of the governmental changes

through which the country passed, up to the time when Judea became a prov-

ince, it will be proper to go back a little, in order to show why Archelaus

was deposed and his ethnarchy made a province. While he was absent on

bis journey to Rome, a sedition broke out among the Jews, occasioned by
their opposition to Sabinus, the commander of the Roman forces at Jerusa-

lem. He was besieged in the city by the Jews, and terrible conflicts resulted.

6. At the same time there were conflicts and seditions in vai-ious parts of

the country. A battle took place in the southern portion between two thou-

sand of king Herod's old soldiers and those belonging to the later king's party.

At this time also occurred the sedition of Judas the Galilean. And there was
likewise a revolution attempted by Anthrongeus, who aspired to be a king.

In view of these turbulent proceedings, Josephua observes, that "they filled

all Judea with a piratic war."
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7. SabinuB still being besieged iu Jerusalem by the Jews, repeatedly sent

letters to Varus, the governor of Syria, imploring his aid. Varus then took

two legions and four troops of horse, and hurried up to Jerusalem. As

usual, he passed up the coast by Berytus and Ptolemais. At Berj-tus he re-

ceived an addition to his army of 1500 men; at Ptolemais also ho Teeei-ved

other reinforcements from au.xiliaries, together with an army from the king

of Arabia.

8. From Ptolemais he dispatched Caius with a part of the army into Gal-

ilee, who took and burnt the city of Sepphoris. Varus continued his march

to Jerusalem, going up through Samaria, by the city of Sebaste. The map

will show that his course thus far was nearly south. He passed on by the

villages of Arus, Sampho, and Emmaus, which were all destroyed. Thus he

;ame to Jerusalem.

9. This was the first invasion of Judea by the Roman armies, after the

country become a Roman province. It occurred however several years too

<'arly to be reckoned among those invasions which affect the Exposition of the

Lord's prophetic discourse. The history is taken up at this early period,

(about A. D. 10,) for the purpose of keeping before us the whole history of

that turbulent period which resulted in the overthrow of the Jewish nation.

10. Varus having come into Jerusalem, the multitude of the Jews having

cleared themselves of blame in the i-evolt, and the seditious having generally

delivered themselves up before coming into conflict with Varus, the difficul-

ty was soon settled, although 2000 of the seditious were crucified. Varus left

one legion in the city as a garrison, and returned to Antioch.

11. Archclaus, it must be remembered, was not at this time settled in his

government, though according to the will of Herod, he claimed to be king.

But the Jews made many grievous complaints to the emperor against him,

and requested to be placed under Roman governors. The emperor then di-

vided the dominions of Herod the Great into three parts, giving to Archelaus

o.ie half, with the title of Ethnarch, and the rest to the other two sons of

Herod, namely, Philip and Antipas, with the title of Tetrarchs. Archelaus'

ethnarchy included Judea proper, and Samaria. Philip's tetrarchy included

Batanea, Gaulonitis, Trachonitis, and Paneas. The teti'archy of Antipas com-

prised Galilee and Perea.

12. After a turbulent and unsuccessful administration of nine years, Ar-

chelaus was complained of by the Jews so bitterly, that the emperor deposed

him from his government, and banished him to Vienne in Gaul. His ethnar-

chy was now made a rcgnlAr province, and was governed by officers sent from

Rome. The first governor was Coponius. He continued to govern the prov-

ince about three ycius, when he was succeeded by Marcus Ambivius. The

latter was soon followed by Annius Rufus; and lie by Valerius Gratus; and

he, about A. I). 25, by Pontius Pilate.

13. After this, Agrippa, a grandson of Hen>d the Great, was appointed

king over the two tetrarchies; Philip having deceased, and Antipas liaving

bceu banished. So the Jewish dominions became divided now into one proT-

iuce, under Pontius Pilate, and one kingdom, under Agrippa.

14. Previous to this time, Pilate had raised a dreadful commotion among
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the Jews, by placing the Roman ensigns in Jei'usalem. lie was, however,

soon induced to take them awa3^ But now Caius, the emperor, affecting di-

vine honors, desired to iiave his statue placed in the temple. This he knew

would be an outrage to tlie feelings of the Jews. So he sent Petronius with

an army, with instructions to place the image in the temple, if he had to do

it by force.

15. Petronius took the \isual route into Judea, passing up through Antiocli,

and coming into the province from the north along the coast to Ptolemais.

This second invasion did not, however, occasion any war; for the Jews per-

suaded Petronius to disobey his instructions ; and the statue was not car-

ried into the city.

16. About A. D. 4-1, Claudius being emperor, Agrippa was made king over

all the country over which Herod had reigned. So the Jewish provinces be-

came united into one kingdom again. Agrippa immediately began to build

and strengthen the walls aboiit Jerusalem. The walls he built were those

which were standing at the time the city underwent its last siege. The king

did not live to finish the walls, but after reigning three years, died, leaving

one son still very young, having the same name as his father. It was this

Agrippa who made the famous speech to dissuade the Jews from going to war

with the Romans.

17. The Jewish kingdom was once more formed into provinces, and gov-

erned by Roman officers. The first was Cuspius Fadus : the next was Tibe-

rius Alexander. Under these two governors the province of Judea appears

to have been kept in peace.

18. But under Cumanus, the next governor, the Jewish troubles begun

afresh. At the feast of the Passover the governor placed, as was usually

done, a cohort of soldiers upon the cloisters of the temple, to keep order

among the innumerable multitudes which on such occasions came together.

And at that time one of the soldiers wantonly and wickedly exposed his na-

ked person in an obscene manner before the whole multitude in the temple.

19 This, as might have been expected, and as was probably designed, had

the effect to arouse the whole multitude to madness ; and the more inconsid-

erate of the people at once made an attack upon the guard, with such weap-

ons as they could obtain. The guard being reinforced, drove the Jews out

of the temple. In a variety of ways 10,000 of the Jews were destroyed at

that time. This turned the great festival into a season of mourning to the

whole nation ; for very many families in different parts of the country were

in some way connected with 10,000 that were killed.

20. There was another diflaculty that grew out of a robbery committed

upon a servant in the employment of the emperor. And still another trouble

was occasioned by the destruction of one of the holy books by a Roman sol-

dier. And another difficulty resulted in consequence of the murder of a

Galilean, who, with many others, was passing through Samaria to attend a

festival at Jerusalem.

21. The governor having refused to attend to the matters at that time, the

excited multitude hurried down from Jerusalem to Samaria, and killed a mul •

titude of every age and sex, and burnt the villages of the Samaritans. At

29
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this, the governor came with a troop of horsemen from Ccsarea, and seized

upon and destroyed a great number of the Jews. And the rulers of the Jews,

being sensible of wliat would result from such seditions, went down from

Jerusalem clothed with sackcloth, and with ashes on their heads, intreating

their inconsiderate brethren "to have compassion on their country and tem-

ple, their wives and children, and not bring the utmost dangers of de-

struction upon them," by provoking "the Romans to come against Jerusalem."

22. These troubles were not settled until the president of S3-ria interposed,

and punished some on both sides. And comj)laints being made to the empe-

ror against the governor Cumanus, he was removed, and Felix appointed in

his place. This was about A. D. 53. Felix was governor over Galilee, Sa-

maria, Perea, and the greater part of Judea.

23. Agrippa had now several provinces added to his dominion, on account

of his great popularity at Rome. He continued to reign during the war, and

is frequently mentioned in the history. Ue was very influential, not only at

Rome, but in the Jewish provinces.

24. About these times the Jews were afflicted with many grievous internal

commotions. The robbers in Jerusalem, and the false prophets and the sedi-

tious there, as well as in other places, kept the country in a continual ferment,

killing, robbing, and burning in all parts of the land. Felix and his army

had continual employment to preserve the nation from utter ruin. And in

Cesarea the Jews and Syrians were in perpetual conflict about their respect-

ive rights in the city.

25. Felix being now removed, A. D. 61, Festus was appointed in his stead.

But soon after, he was succeeded by Albinus. Festus appears to have been a

wise and good governor ; but his successor, Albinus, like Nero, who appointed

him, was an abominable character. Under his tyranny the Jews suffered ]>er-

petual and almost incredible hardships. "At this time," says Josephus, " were

the seeds sown that brought the city to destruction."

26. "VVhathasbeen said thus far does not directly affect the question undercon-

sideration. But it was deemed advisable to begin with the provincial history

of these affairs, that we might have the whole matter to some extent spread

before us. From the point now attained, however, the history will have an

evident bearing upon the question at issue. The closest scrutiny of the reader

is invited to what shall follow ; for it is certain that it only needs a common

understanding of the facts in the case, to convince the candid that the usual

impression respecting the matter at issue, is utterly erroneous. Let the reader

proceed no farther without having before him a ffood map of Palestine. Tlie

design of the present effort is to demonstrate, absolutely to demonstrate, the

entire fahulou.imss of the popular and almost universally received opinions

respecting this subject.

27. Albinus was succeeded by Florus, about A. D. 63. Florus proved to

be a more wicked and impolitic governor than the former. Such a monster

was he, that Josephus, (who wrote under the Roman eye,) after giving a

dreadful character to the former, yet observes, "Although such was the char-

acter of Albinus, yet did Florus, who succeeded him, demonstrate him to have

been a most excellent person upon the comparison."
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28. Tliis governor countenanced the most attrocious villainies, practicing

open robbery of persons and cities, and encouraging others to do the same,

provided they gave to him a share of the spoil. Yet such were his subtilty

and power, that no one dared to complain of him to the higher authorities.

Perhaps no people were situated more disagreeably, in this respect, than the

Jews; and certainly no people were less disposed to bear it. The more con-

eiderate of the Jews not only grieved on account of their present calamities,

but on account of the perceived certainty of an open rupture with the impe-

rial power, which they well knew was able to overwhelm them.

29. It was sufficiently evident that the governor desired and determined to

provoke tlie nation to an open sedition against the Roman government. This

was jjcrceived by Bernice, the sister of King Agrippa, who was a friend to

the Jews: and she personally besought Florus to spare the Jews. She even

condescended to stand barefoot before the governor's tribunal, and intercede

for the nation that was so abused and so exasperated. But, honorable as

were herself and her relations, such was the governor's rage, that Bernice had

difficulty in saving hei' own life by flight.

30. The men of power among the Jews, knowing very well the fatal result

that would follow from war with Rome, "were affrighted, ts^gether with the

high priests, and rent their garments, and fell down before each of them, [the

Beditious,] and besoaght them to leave off, and not provoke Florus to some in

curable procedure, besides what they had already suffered." They prevailed

with the multitude, and tranquility resulted. But "Florus was troubled that

the distui'banees were over, and endeavored to kindle that flame again."

31. His next attempt to provoke tlie Jews into war was so likely to succeed,

that, as the historian saj's, "At this time it was that every priest, and every

servant of God, brought out the holy vessels) and the ornamental garments

wherein they used to minister about sacred things. The harpers also, and the

singers of hymns, came out with their instruments of music, and fell down

before the multitude, [who were going to resist the Romans,] and begged of

them that they would preserve those holy ornaments to them, and not provoke

the Romans to carry off those sacred treasures. You might also see then the

high priests themselves with dust sprinkled in great plenty iipon their heads,

with bosoms deprived of any covering but what was rent; these besought

every one of the eminent men by name, and the multitude in common, that

they would not for a small offence betray their country to those that were

desirous to have it laid waste."

32. A horrible tumult soon resulted, which was designed and effected by

Florus and his soldiers, in order to drive the Jews into desperation and sedi-

tion. This tumult did not result from any improper action on the part of the

Jews ; all that they did was to make a complaint against the governor, when

they saw that his soldiers would not return their civil salutation. The govern-

or and his soldiers had fixed upon this as a signal to fall upon the Jews and

kill them.

83. " However, Florus contrived another way to oblige the Jews to begin

the war, and sent to Cestius, [the President of Sja-ia,] and accused; the Jews

falsely of revolting from the Roman government, and imputed the' beginning
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of the former fight to them, and pretended that they had heen the authors of

that disturbance, wherein tliey were only the sufferers." The governors of

Jerusalem also wrote to Cestius eomplaining of Florus, and Bernice did so like-

wise. Whereupon, Cestius thought proper to send one of his tribunes up to

Jerusalem to inquire into the matter.

34. Tlie tribune, at Jamnia, had a consultation with King Agrippa, who was

returning from Alexandria. The principal men of the Jews, also, met him at

the same time, and besought Agrippa to aid them in their extremity. Tlie

multitude also came down from Jerusalem, together with the widows of those

who had been killed ; and, with loud lamentations and complaints, besought

the king to assist them. After inspecting their affairs, and commending them

for their fidelity to the Romans, the tribune returned to Cestius.

35. King Agrippa perceiving that the Jews were on the point of breaking

out into open rebellion against the Roman government, addressed the Jewa

with a long, eloquent, and powerful speech, the design of which was to dis-

suade them from going to war with Rome, and to induce them to submit qui-

etly to their fate. He did succeed in moving them to pay to the emperor the

tribute which was due him, and also to restore the commiinication between

the citadel and the temple, which, in some of the recent conflicts, had beea

destroyed by the Jews themselves, by burning a part of the cloister of the

temple. He also exhorted them to obey their governor. But at this the mul-

titude were so enraged, that they made an assault upon the king, and caused

him to be put out of the city. So he returned to his own dominions, and left

the Jews to their fate.

SG. At this time some of the more turbulent of the Jews assaulted and took

the fortress of Masada, and killed the Roman garrison. At the same time the

oflSciating priests were persuaded to reject the sacrifice of the emperor, which

it had been customary to offer. "Tliis," says Josephus, "was the true begin-

ning of our war with the Romans." The more prudent part of the Jews did

everything they could to prevent the war; but the rest were fully determin-

ed U2>on rebellion. The dispute among them on this point ripened into civil

war, and they fought with one another seven days. This was about

A. D. G4.

87. Things coutiniied to grow worse and worse. Tlic seditious among the

Jews, and the robbers who abounded in the city, banded together and got

possession of the temple. They also burnt the palace of the high priest, the

palaces of Bernice and King Agrippa, and the place where the public records

were kept. They then made an assault upon the citidel and took it^ and

killed the Roman garrison. They then assaulted and besieged the soldiers

which Agrippa had sent to assist those Jews who were opposed to the

war.

33. During these occurrences, one of the leading robbers led a party out to

the fortress of Masada, and broke open Herod's armory, and supplied the des-

titute with arms. The war continued to rage, and the rest of the Roman sol-

diers were besieged. Upon the promise of Ivaving tlieir lives spared, they

were induced to surrender ; but as soon as the Jews got them into their pow-

er they murdered the whole of them, in direct violation of the terms of capit-
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ulation. This filled the more considerate Jews with alarm and grief. Tliey

knew what would evitably result ; and they "made public lamentations, when

they saw tha-t such occasions were aflforded for a war as were incurable."

39. At precisely the same hour that the Jews at Jerusalem murdered the

Eoman garrison, the people in Cesarea fell upon the Jews and killed 20,000

of them ; and many that fled were overtaken, captured, and chained in the

galleys. At this massacre, the whole Jewish nation were enraged, and terri-

bly revenged themselves upon their enemies. " They divided themselves into

several parties, and laid waste the villages of the Syrians, and their neighbor-

ing cities, Philadelphia and Sebonitis, and Gerasa, and Pella, and Scythopo-

lis ; and after them Gadara, and Hippos. And falling upon Gaulonitis, some

cities they destroyed there ; and some they set on fire ; and then went into

Kedusa, belonging to the Tyi-ians, and to Ptolemais, and to Gaba, and to Ce-

sarea. iSTor was Sebaste, or Ascalon able to oppose the violence with which

they were attacked."

40. "And when they had burnt these to the ground, they entirely demol-

ished Anthedon and Gaza. Many also of the villages that were about every

one of these cities wei'e plundered ; and an immense slaughter was made of

the men who were caught in them." " The Syrians were even with the Jews

in the multitude of the men whom they slew." And the war raged furiously

in every part of the land. Thus the great, and— to the Jews— fatal, war

was fully begun ; for those whom the Jews destroyed were subjects of the

empire. But all this took place before any of the great Roman armies were

brought into the country.

41. The Jews in Alexandria in Egypt were also destroyed about this time.

And in their destruction we, for the first time during the war, hear of a

regular Roman array being sent to destroy them. There were two legions

stationed in Alexandria, and to these were added 5,000 others who happened

to come in from Lybia. This army fell upon the Jews in Alexandria and de-

stroyed 50,000 of them, not sparing either age or sex. This may be regarded

as the first flight of the Roman eagle, hastening to his prey ; it was not at

Jerusalem, nor in Judea ; but in Alexandria in Egypt. Neither was it from

east to u'cst that the Romans marched ; but those who came to assist in the

massacre, came from west to east ; from Lybia to Alexandria.

42. And now Cestius, the President of Syi'ia, who had a general supervis-

ion of the Jewish provinces, deemed it expedient to be doing something to

put down the general revolt. His movements constituted the second flight of

the Roman eagle during this war, but the first flight against Judea and its

capital. We will now notice particiilarly the march and conquest of this ^rsi

invasion during the war in question.

43. Cestius took out of Antioch one legion entire, togetlier with 2,000 from

viach of the others, and six cohorts of footmen, and four troops of horse. lu

addition to these. King Antioehus sent 2,000 horsemen, and 3,000 footmen,

with 3,000 archers ; and King Agrippa sent 3,000 footmen, and 1,000 horse-

men ; and King Sohemus followed with about 3,000 footmen and archers, and

1,000 horsemen. And thus he marched from Antioch up along the coast in a
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southerly direction to Ptolemais ; and other auxiliaries came to him from the

free cities as he was on his march. This was in A. D. 66.

44. "We now find him at rtolemais, in the north-wesiern portion of the Jew-

ish country. To this rendezvous lie came from the north. From this position

he began his further marches, and extended his conquests. It will be seen at

a glance, that his future operations 7mist be— not from east to west— but, in

relation to these points, in a precisely opposite direction. The history will

show us his subsequent marches and conquests.

45. From Ptolemais, going south-east, he went and destroyed the city of

Zciulon. Then he overran all that part of the country, destroying tlie villages

all around, and returned to Ptolemais. Thus the invasion was from the north;

the first march to battle was south-east ; and the conquests began in the north-

western section of the provinces. Every one can see the total erroneousness

of the usual representation of this matter.

46. From Ptolemais, again, he departed, and went south to Cesarea. From
thence he sent a part of his army still further south to Joppa. This city the

army took by surprise, and burnt, killing 8,400 of the Jews. A part of the

army was also sent into the " toparchy of Narhatene, adjoining Cesarea, who
destroyed the country, and slew a great multitude of its people ; they also

plundered what they had, and burnt their villages." Another part of the

army was sent to Sepphorls, the capital of Galilee, where they were received

with acclamations by the people, and the city was saved. A portion of the

people, however, fled to the mountains in the middle of Galilee, but were

pursued and destroyed. That portion of the army then returned to Cesarea,

47. Thus have we seen another of the expeditions of the army, after it had

begun its conquests. It was three-fold in its nature ; butin no instance what-

ever, was there a march to a battle or to a siege from east to west ; but in every

instance it was in other directions. And this second stage of the conquests,

60 far from its being in the east, that it might extend westward, was confined ta

the western section of the country ; and in every instance, so far as cast and

west were concerned, it was directly opposite to the course affirmed by the

commentators.

48. Now "Cestius moved with his whole arraj- to Antipatris." In this

movement he went a little cast of south. From this place he sent a part of

the army to fight against some Jews who had gotten together in the tower of

Aphek. This was on the river Kislion, directly- north of Antipatris. But the

Jews were dispersed before coming to a battle ; and the Romans burnt their

camp, and tlie villages that were about it. This took place in the northern

section of the provinces, and a little further cast from the coast than appears

to have been visited previously; for the conquest progressed so'<</*cW^ and

easterly.

49. The next general march was to Lydda, south of Antipatris. But Ces-

tius found tlie city empty, for the pcof le had gone up to Jurusalem to the

feast of tabernacles. A few were destroyed, the city burnt, and the army went

on toward the capital. " Ascending by Bdhnrcn, they pitched their camp at

a certain place called Gabao, fifty furlongs distant from Jerusalem."
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50. This being the first approach to Jerusalem by this great army, it is

important to notice that it was by no means sudden or unexpected. The Jews

knew that Cestius was conquering his way gradually up the coast, and east-

erly toward the heart of the country,— not in the direction the commenta-

tors say,— but as nearly opposite as the nature of the country permitted.

Thus far we have tracked the approach to the country, the invasion of it, the

portions first conquered, the general and divisional marches, the final approach

to Jerusalem, and we find nothing, absolutely nothing, either in unexpected-

ness, suddenness, or direction of approach and conquest, that in the least fa-

vors the popular fancy of the commentators ; but, on the other hand, we do

find everything as nearly opposite to the usual representation as the nature

of the ease admitted.

51. The army was now encamped a few miles to the north-west of Jerusa-

lem, preparing to march against the city. The Jews in great numbers were

assembled at the feast of tabernacles. But, seeing the war approaching to

their metropolis, they abandoned their feasting, took to their arms, and sallied

forth to attack the Romans in their encampment. This they did so effectual-

ly, that they endangered the whole araiy; and after killing 515 of the Ro-

mans, and losing 22 of their own number, they returned to the city, and
prepared for the coming of the Roman army. Cestius continued at Gabao

three days after the battle : and the Jews improved the time by seizing upon

the elevated parts of the city, and placing guards at the gates; "and ajjpear-

ed openly resolved not to rest, when once the Romans should begin to march."

52. The Jews were so thoroughly apprized of the coming of the Romans,

and had made such preparations to resist them, not only in Jerusalem, but in

the mountainous regions around, that King Agrippa began to be alarmed lest

the Romans should meet with ill success ; and the Jews who seemed to con-

trol the affairs in the city, were determined to resist the invaders. The state-

ment of Josephus is :
" And now when Agrippa observed that even the affairs

of the Romans were likely to be in danger, while such an immense multitude

of their enemies [the enemies of the Romans] had seized upon the mountains

round about, he determined to try what the Jews would agree to by words,

as thinking he should cause the sober part of them to separate themselves

from the opposite party." So he sent to the Jews two men with whom the

Jews were on tei^ms of acquaintance, to make propositions of reconciliation

to the Romans. But the seditious Jews immediately fell upon the ambassa-

dors and killed one before he had said a word, and wounded the other so that

he was only saved by flight. The other party among the Jews, however,

were angry at this conduct of the seditious, and they immediately came to

blows among themselves.

53. "Biit now Cestius, observing that the disturbances that were begun
among the Jews, afforded him a proper opportunity to attack them, took his

whole army along with him, and put the Jews to flight, and pursued them
to Jerusalem. He then pitched his camp upon the elevation called Scopus,

which was distant seven furlongs from the city
; yet did not he assault them

in three days time, out of expectation that those within might, perhaps, yield a

little."
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54. Here wo may pause agaiu, and inquire how the popolar view of the

commentators agrees with the facts thus far. The camp of tiie Romans is now

less than a mile north of the city. Did they approach "from east to west ?
"

By no means: it was from north to south; and when they deviated from a

due southerly direction, thej' invariably inclined from west to east. So much

for this point: now for the other: Was t\\eiv coming unlooked for and sudden,

like the liglitning flashing from one end of the heavens to the other ? He
who can show any— the least— foundation for such a comparison, must be

equal to any imdertaking, however difficult. We behold the ami}' ajjproaeh-

ing from a position 800 miles to the north, moving so slowly as to permit all

the footmen and cumbersome military machines to keep in company : halting

rcgularl}' along the coast and among the mountains; pausing to receive and

arrange the constantly an-iving auxiliaries ; and finally establishing a general

rendezvous in the nort]i-westcrn section of the invaded territory ; from thence

going out to destroy and jnllage, and returning again ; then slowl}' and regu-

larly approaching the capital, pausing to conquer as they advance : finally

approaching and encamping a few miles distant, and there being themselves

Jirst attacked by the Jerusalem Jews ; tarrying several days, and then advancing

to their besieging encampment, seven furlongs north of the city ; and there

continuing in plain sight of all the people until tha fourth day ; then, in cool

} iood, putting the vast army into regular battle array, and marching delib-

erately into tlie unfortified suburbs of the city, burning a part, and then com-

ing into the upper portion, and deliberately pitching his camp. He who can

see in all of this anything to compare with the instantaneous flash of the

lighiuing, filling a whole hemisphere in a moment of time, must be more

quick to discover analogies than the common sort of people.

5.5. As remarked previously, on the fourth day of encam2:)ing on Mount

Scopus, Cestius brought his army into the undefended suburbs of the city,

and set them on fire. He then marched into the upper city, and pitched his

camp, as it would appear, outside of the walls, opposite to the roj'al palace.

He had not yet got into the city proper, where the palace, temple, and cita-

del were. And Josephus thinks he might at that time have gotten with-

in the walls, if he had attempted it by force. But on account of many of

his officers having been corrupted by Florus, he was diverted fi-om beginning

his attack on the walls, and deferred it from day to da}^ while the moderate

j>arty among the Jews were contriving and negotiating to get Cestius into the

city without coming to battle. Josei)hus says, "Whence it was that hade

Iayed the matter so lo7ig, that the seditious perceived the treachery" of tlie

other party, and began an attack upon them, which ajipears to have been the

signal for the llonians themselves to begin their assault upon the walls. Was
there anything like the rapid lightning in all this? If there was, then what

ordinary military movement uia^" not be compared to the electric blaze?

56. "Thus did the Romans make their attack against the wall for five days,

but to no purpose." Then he changed his plan, and, selecting his choice men,

attempted to break into the temple at the northern quarter of it; but the

Jews beat theru off from the cloisters, and repulsed them several times when

the}- were gotten near to the wall. The Romans persevered, however, until
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they had undermined the wall, and got all things ready for setting fire to the

gate of the temple.

57. " And now it was that a horrible fear seized upon the seditions, inso-

much that many of them ran out of the city, as though it were to be taken

immediately ; but the people [of the other party] upon this took courage, and

where the wicked part of the city gave ground, thither did they come, in

order to set open the gates, and to admit Cestius as their benefactor, who, had

he but continued the siege a little longer, had certainly taken the city ; but

it was, I suppose, owing to the aversion God had already at the city and the

sanctuary, that he was hindered from putting an end to the war that very

day. It then happened that Cestius was not conscious either how the be-

sieged despaired of success, nor how courageous the people were for him

;

and so he recalled his soldiers from the place, and by despairing of any ex-

pectation of taking it, without having received any disgrace, he retired from

the city, without any reason in the woi-ld."

68. "But wlien the robbers perceived this unexpected retreat of his, they

resumed their courage, and ran after the hinder parts of his armj"-, and destroy-

ed a considerable number both of their horsemen and footmen." It appears

now to have been evening. The army remained during the night in their

entrenchments, and the next day they began their retreat. The retreat was

soon changed into a flight ; and the Jewish warriors, hanging upon the flanks

and rear of the army, did them immense injury. The Romans finally succeed-

ed in reaching their former camp at Gabao, and continued there two days in

great alarm and distress. But as the Jews were continually increasing in all

pai"ts round about the Romans, Cestius perceived that he must fly from the

country as soon as possible. So he commanded them to destroy and cast

away everything that might hinder their flight, excepting their darts and

machines, which they retained for their own use.

59. Then the second retreat began, chased and harrassedby the Jews, until

it became a disorderly, ruinous flight, and nothing but the coming of night

saved the army from entire destruction. Cestius now despairing of any other

method of getting awaj', selected four hundred of his most courageous men,

and stationed them at the strongest of their fortifications, telling them to erect

their ensigns in the morning, and make the Jews believe that the whole army

was there. Then, under cover of the darkness of the night, with all possible

silence uud haste, the rest of the army fled for their lives, leaving the 400 to

perish.

60. "When the Jews perceived in the morning that the greater part of the

army was gone, they first slew the 400 that remained, and continued tlie piir-

suit, without overtaking them, as far as Antipatris. The Romans left their

engines, and other instruments of war all along the way ; and thus succeeded

in saving the most- of their lives. But 5,300 footmen, and 380 horsemen pei'-

ished. After spoiling the dead, and gathering up what the Romans had

thrown away in their flight, the Jews, having lost but few of their men, re-

turned running and singing to the city. Thus ended the fii'st invasion and

siege.
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SYNOPSIS CONTINUED.

Part II.—Poriod— From the Flight of Cesinis to the final Seige of

Jerusalem hy Titus.

1. After his disastrous defeat and flight, " Ccstius sent Saul and his friends,

at tlieir own desire, to Achaia, to Nero, to inform him of the great distress they

were in, and to lay the blame of their kindling the war upon Floras, as ho-

ping to alleviate his own danger, by provoking his indignation against

Florus."

2. In the meantime, the people of Damascus, when they were informed of

the destruction of the Romans, set about the slaughter of those Jews that

were among them." Tliey had already shut up the Jews in a place from

which they could neither escape nor defend themselves; and in one hour the

people of Damascus fell upon them and cut the throats of 10,000 of them.

• 3. Tlie Jews at Jerusalem expected the Romans to return ar/ain, and made all

possible preparation to repel them. Tlie second Roman invasion was neither un-

lookedfor, nor unprepared for. The first effort of the Jews was to become

united among themselves. So they overbore by violence such as would still

favor the Romans, and others they persuaded by entreaties to join in the re-

bellion, until, as it would appear, they were wholly united in their purpose

of resisting the Roman power. They then got together in great numbers in

the temi>le, and made their preparationsfor the expected war.

4. They first chose "a great many generals" for the command of their for-

ces. Then they appointed governors to take charge of all things in the city,

" with a particular charge to repair the walls of the city ;" for the war was not

unexpected. Then they appointed generals for all other portions of the coun-

try. Two were appointed for Idumea, and the governor of that section was

instructed to obey tliem. Another general was sent to command at Jericho;

anotlier to Peroa ; another to the toparchy of Thamna ; another had charge of

the toparchies of Gofnitica and Acrabatene ; and Joskpuus, the author of the

history, was appointed general of both the Galilees and the strong city of

Gamala.

5. "So every one of the other commanders administered the affairs of his

portion with what alacrity and prudence they were masters of." Every one

seemed intent on doing his best to prepare for the expected contest. Josephus

itiuiiediately went to his post in Galilee, took measures to secure the confi-

dence and cooperation of tiie people, chose a great number of the most prudent

and eminent among them to aid him in municipal and judicial affairs, and, as

a prudent and eiiteri)rising governor, took every practicable measure to secure

(lie i>e<ice, union, and efficiency of the people.

t). Having done this, to quote his own words, he "betook himself to make

pro vision for tlicir safety against external violence; and as he knew the Ro/naut
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would fall tcpon Galilee," he went busily to •work to fortify the country ; he

built walls about the principal cities in upper and loAver Galilee ; and about

some of the cities in Gaulanitis ; besides fortifying some of the caves and other

strong places of natural defence. Everywhere throiighout the country the

people were by many thousands at work preparing for the next invasion, by

strengthening their places of dwelling and retreat,

^. Nor was this all: Josephus "also got together an army out of Galilee

of more than a hundred thousand young men, all of which he armed with the

old weapons which he had collected together and prepared for them. And
when he considered that the Roman power became invincible, chiefly by their

readiness in obej'ing orders, and the constant exercise of their arms, he des-

paired of teaching these his men the use of their arms which was to be ob-

tained by experience ; but observing that their readiness in obej'ing orders-

was owing to the multitude of their officers, he made his partitions in his

army more after the Roman manner, and appointed a great many subalterns.

He also distributed the soldiers into various classes, whom he put under cap-

tains of tens, and captains of hundreds, and then captains of thousands; and,

besides these, he had commanders of larger bodies of men. He also taught

them to give the signals one to another, and to call and recall the soldiers by

the trumpets ; how to expand the wings of an army, and make them wheel

about ; and when one wing hath had success, to turn again and assist those

that were hard set, and to join in the defence of what had most siiffered. He
also continually instructed them in what concerned the courage of the soul,

and the hardiness of the body ; and, above all, he exercised them for war, by
declaring to them distinctly the good order of the Romans, and that they were

to fight with men who by the strength of their bodies, and courage of their souls,

had conquered in a manner the whole habitable earth."

8. This long extract has been selected as a good specimen of the manner in

which the Jews prepared themselves for the anticipated invasion. Out of the

100,000, Josephus chose for active service 60,000 footmen, and a body of horse-

men, besides 4,500 mercenaries, and a body guard of 600. The rest of the so

diers were employed in the cities, doing appropriate work, or in procuring-

provisions for those in actual service.

9. In Jerusalem, too, the same warlike preparations were going on. "They

betook themselves to make preparations for the war with the Romans."
" The high priest Ananus, and as many of the men of power as were not in the

interest of the Romans, both repaired the walls, and made a great many war-

like instruments, insomuch that in all parts of the city darts and all sorts of

armor were upon the anvil." These preparations for war were a great grief

to the more prudent part of the people, for they knew that the Romans
would come again, and they expected nothing else but the overthrow and des-

olation of the city. In the face of all the commentators previously quoted,

the writer here boldly affirms, that the coming of the Romans was 7iof, as the

lightning, either sudden, unpreparedfor, or unexpected.

10. "When the emperor Nero heard of the state of things in Judea he was
greatly troubled, and scarcely knew what to do. lie finally determined to

send the veteran and successful general Vespasian into Judea, with such for-
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ces and provisions for " so mightj- a -war," as would be likely to Insure success.

Vespasian had succeeded in re-subjecting the Germans and Britons, and Kero

did not misjudge in supposing him equal to the task of re-subjecting the Jews.

The emperor, Vespasian, and Titus all appear to hare been at this time in

Achaia.

11. From this point both Vespasian and Titus started for Judea : Titus was

sent across the sea to Alexandria, "to bring back with him from thence the

5th and the 10th legions ;" but Vespasian himself went by land into Syria.

His course was first around the Egean sea, then across the Hellespont into

Asia, then through Asia Minor, around the northeast corner of the Mediter-

ranean ; thus coming by land into Syria, and halted at Antioch, 300 miles

north of Jerusalem. Here he found King Agrippa with his forces waiting for

him ; and here he gathered together the Roman soldiers, with a considerable

number of auxiliaries from the neighboring kings. This being the second

invading army, we will from this point mark their advances and conquests,

with the assei'tions of the commentators before us.

12. "And now Vespasian took along with him his army from Antioch, . . .

and marched to Ptolemais." Thus we perceive that he came to the Jewish

country

—

not from east to west— but xip the coast from north to south. He is

now ready to begin his conquests— not in the east, as the commentators say,

but in the north-west. Here the citizens of Sepphoris, the largest city in Gal-

ilee, met him in peace, and received a Roman garrison to protect them from

the Jews who were determined on the war. Soon after this, Joscphus made

an attempt to get tlie city back into the hands of the Jews, but did not suc-

ceed. "By this means he provoked the Romans to treat the country accord-

ing to the law of war;" and they overran the country about, "so that Galilee

was all over filled with fire and blood." Here in the north, beginning from

the west, began this campaign of conquests.

13. "While Vespasian continued his headquarters at Ptolemais on the coast,

Titus arrived from Alexandria in Egypt, bringing with liim tlie 5th and lOtli

legions for which he had been sent, and the two armies were then united into

one. Eighteen cohorts followed these legions; soiue came also from Cesarea
;

some from Syria ; some came from the Kings Antiochus, Agrippa, and Sohe-

mus ; and 6,000 came from the King of Arabia, "The whole army, including

the auxilliarie^ sent by the kings, as well horsemen as footmen, when all were

united together, amounted to 60,000, besides the servants, who as they fol-

lowed in vast numbers, so because they had been trained up in war with the

rest, ought not to be distinguished from the fighting men."

14. Here, then, is the grand army, concentrated on tlie coast, in the north-

west quarter of tlie Jewish territories. The larger portion of them came into

the country from tlie north; two legions came from the soiUh-wcst, and not one,

80 far as the history shows, from the cast; for the Arabians who are spoken

of, and the other auxiliaries, joined Vespasian at Antioch, as will appear from

B. 3. c. 1, sec. 3, compared withe. 2, sec. 4, and c. 4, sec. 2.

15. Tlie next expedition was against Jotapatn, in tlie north part of Galilee.

Only a ])art of tlic army was employed in this enterprise, and were led on by

Placidus. He failed in his attempt, and retired. Vespasian then led his army
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into Galilee, the Jews everywhere flying before liim into the cities which had

not yet surrendered. First he went to Gadara, and destroyed it, and all tho

towns about it. This Gadara was not the Gadara on the east of Jordan ; we
have an account of the subjection of that city in B. 4, c. 7, s. 3. There was

another Gadara south of Cesarea, near the coast, as may be seen by consulting

Smiley's "Sexipture Geography," and also the map in "Watson's Dictionary.

But this Gadara appears to have been as much too far south, as the former was

to the east, to have agreed with the present position and operations of the

army, which was at this time in the region of Jotapata. The city in question

was probably Gahara, which was not far from Jotapata, and in the region first

invaded by the army at tliis time.

16. Vespasian then led the whole army against Jotapata, into which, after

a few days, Josephus himself entered to aid in defending the place. This town

was nearly impregnable, and withstood the whole force of the Romans for

&even weeks. The city was then taken, and the inhabitants found in it destroy-

ed. Josephus himself was taken prisoner at this time, and was kept with the

Roman army during the war. During the siege of this city, a party was sent

against the adjacent city of Japha, which was destroyed, with all its inhabi-

tants. At the same time another party was sent against a multitude that had

gotten together on Mount Gerizim, in Samaria.

17. Yespasian and the army then returned to Ptolemais. From thence they

went up the coast south to Cesarea, where two legions were left for winter quar-

ters. Two legions were also sent to winter in Sythopolis, in the south-eastern

part of Galilee. About this time a party was sent up the coast as far as

Joppa, which the Jews had repaired, and undertook to defend against the Ro-

mans. The city was again taken, and the surrounding region laid waste.

18. Vespasian then took that portion of the army which had not already

gone into winter quarters, and went to Cesarea Philippi, on the head watei's

of the Jordan, it being the capital of King Agrippa's dominions. There he

was feasted by Agrippa, and his army refreshed for twenty days. Hearing

then that Tiberias and Tarrichea, (both situated on the western coast of the

sea of Galilee, and both belonging to Agrippa's kingdom,) had revolted, he

undertook an expedition against them on Agrippa's account. So Titus was

sent to Cesarea on the Mediterranean, to bring the two legions from thence to

Sythopolis, which was "in the neighborhood of Tiberias," to which place

Vespasian himself also came, and waited for Titus. With three legions he

then marched towards Tiberias, and pitched his camp thirty furlongs off, at a

place called Sennabris.

19. After an act of treachery on the part of some of the Tiberians, the city

was finally surrendered peaceably to the Romans, and the inhabitants spared.

Tari'ichea resisted the Romans ; but was at last taken, after a long and terri-

ble struggle both on the land and on the lake. 6,500 were slain during the

battles; 1,200 were killed after the city was taken ; 6,000 young men were

sent to Nero, to be used in digging through the Corinthian isthmus ; 30,000

others were sold as slaves, besides some who were given to King Agrippa.

20. The next expedition was against Gamala, east of the Jordan, which seems

to have been the first time any conquests were attempted east of the river.
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But all the places in Galilee, excepting Gischala, and a fortification upon

Mount Tabor, had already been subdued, or surrendered ; and the plan of

Vespasian was to subdue all the north parts of the Jewish country, before

going south towards Jerusalem. Therefore, having subjected all the north-

west, he crosses the Jordan to subdue the north-east. During the siege of Gamala

a troop of six humlred horsemen were sent to destroy those that had seized

upon Mount Tabor, If this party of horsemen went to Tabor from Gamala, as

it seems likely, then it must be admitted that in one instance, a party of six

hundred marched from east to west in going from the siege of Gamala to de-

stroy a company upon Mount Tabor. This instance is distinctly noticed and

admitted, that the full benefit of it may be applied to the defence of the sere-

ral commentators who have found it so important to apply the illustration of

the flashing lightning to the march and conquests of the Romans. Perhaps

our Saviour, overlooking all the general marches, and sweeping conquests of

the main army, had this expedition of Placidu's 600 horsemen so distinctly in

view, as to make it the general characteristic of the whole war during the

three general invasions 1

21. After a long and bloody siege, Gamala was finally taken ; and the whole

population perished, either by the Romans, or by self-destruction. Tliis hap-

pened on the 23d day of Tisri, answering to the latter part of our September,

or the first part of October. Soon after this, Gischala, the last unsubdued

place in Galilee, was surrendered to the Romans; "And thus was all Galilee

taken, but this not until after it had cost the Romans much pains before it

could be taken by them."

22. About this time occurred some of the most terrible commotions among

the Jews in Jerusalem, in consequence of the rival leaders, and conflicting

parties. The Jews at Jerusalem, and in some other places in the country,

seem to have suffered about as much from dissensions among themselves, as

they did from the eft'orts of the Romans. This state of their affairs was known

everywhere, for as many as could fled from the capital, and carried the news

of the dreadful commotions among the desperate Jews.

23. "And now all the rest of the commanders of the Romans deemed this

sedition among enemies to be of great advantage to them, ayid were very earnest

to march to the city ; and they urged Vespasian, as their lord and general in all

cases, to make haste ;" but Vespasian would not comply with their counsel,

and purposely delay his march upon Jerusalem, for reasons which satisfied his

army that he was wise in refusing their advice.

24. Many of those tliat fled from Jerusalem also urged Vespasian to pro-

ceed at once to that city, and, by taking the place himself, prevent the total

destruction of the people from conflicts among themselves. " Vespasian did,

indeed, already pity the calamities these men were in, and arose, in appear-

ance, as though he were going to besiege Jerusalem, but in reality to deliver

them from a [worse] siege they were already under, llowever, he was obliged

to overthrow what remained elsewhere, and to leave nothing out of Jerusalem

behind him that might iaterrujjt him in that siege."

25. The next general movement of the army was south to Gadara, the

metropolis of Perecu This was on the 4th day of Adar, answering to our Feb-
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ruary and March ; and it was nearly Jive months after the taking of Gamala.

So slowly did the war proceed, and so resolutely did the Roman general gov-

ern his operations by the counsels of prudence which often restrained the rage

and zeal of his army.

26. Gadara was surrendered to Vespasian without resistance, and many of

those who were anxious to continue the war fled from the place. To destroy

these, the general sent Placidus with 500 horse and 3,000 foot, while the rest

of the army returned to Cesarea. Placidus continued in Perea, on the east

of Jordan, conquering his way up southward, until all east of Jordan as far

south as the Dead Sea, was subdued. In a Avord, the Romans had now con-

quered two portions of the Jewish provinces, — Galilee, in the north-west, and

Perea, in tlie 7iorth-east. The commencement and progress of tlie conquests

are as distinctly discoverable as the route of the invasion. They begun tlie

conquests on the west side of the northern portion of the country. The gene-

ral direction of the conquest of this portion was from ivest to east, precisely

opposite to the direction so much insisted upon by many of the commentators.

The general direction of the conqiiest of the next portion was from north to

south,— from Gamala, on the sea of Galilee, to the Dead Sea.

27. "While Vespasian was refreshing his army at Cesarea, he heard of the

commotions of the Roman empire in other places, and of the revolt from Nero.

This excited him to go on more bi'iskly with the war, that he might finish his

work in the eastern parts of the empire, and be ready to act elsewhere. But

as the winter still hindered him from going into the field, he begun to repair

and garrison the places which had been conquered, and in the beginning of

the s2:)ring he resumed his conquests.

28. His first march was from Cesarea south to Antipatr'is. Tliere lie tarried

two days, and on tlie third day proceeded onward toward Jerusalem, destroy-

ing the country as he advanced. Laying waste the toparchy of Thaninas, he

passed on to Lydda and to Jainnla. He has now conquered his way up the

western border of the country, from north to south, and is now at Jamnia, on

the coast west of Jerusalem. From this place he went directly toward Jeru-

salem, and about half-way to the city, and stopped at Emmaus. [See Robin-

son's Map.] This last march was from ivest to east, bearing a little to the south.

Here he seized upon the passages leading to the capital, fortified his camp,

left the fifth legion for a garrison, and marched to the toparchy of Bcthlephon.

It is difficult, if not impossible, to ascertain the precise location of this topar-

chy. It is quite certain, however, that it was on the route of Vespasian's

progress from Emmaus up southerly into Idumea. This will be evident from

the next sentence that follows the mention of this toparchy :
" He then de-

stroyed that place and the neighboring places by fire, and fortified at proper

places the strongholds all about Idumea."

29. He then seized upon two villages that "were in the very midst of Idu-

mea," and slew above 10,000, carried into captivity above 1,000, and drove the

rest of the multitude away. Leaving there " no small part of his own forces,"

who overrun and laid waste the whole mountainous country, he returned

with the rest of his army to Emmaus ; and from thence he passed down
through Samaria, and pitched his camp near Sychem. The next day he went
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to Jericho. In this march he went south cast, and we now find him nearly

east of Jerusalem.

30. This was on tlie 3d day of Slvati, answering to our May and June. Thus

two or three months had been oecupied in the campaign of conquest on the

west and south of Jerusalem. At Jericho Vespasian was joined by the forces

that had subdued Perea, and the army was once more ready to begin another

campaign. The country all "round about Jerusalem," as Josephus says, had

been fortified; and now Vespasian erected and garrisoned citadels in Jericho,

and Adida, and sent a body of horse and foot against Gcrasa, which was situ-

ated to the north-east across the Jordan. That city and the neighboring villa-

ges were all destroyed, and the detachment returned.

31. Josephus informs us of the state of the conquests at this juncture:

"And now the war having gone through all the mountainous country, and all

the plain country also, those that were at Jerusalem were deprived of the lib-

erty of going out of the city : for as to such as had a mind to desert, they

were watched by the zealots ; and as to such as were not yet on the side of

the Romans, their army kept them in, by encompassing the city round about

on all sides." It is evident, however, that this does not mean that the city

was besieged, but that the whole surrounding country was in the hands of the

Romans, and that access to the city, and escape from it, were not possible, ex-

cept by the permission of the Romans.

32. Instead of marching against the metropolis at this time, Vespasian went

back to Cesarea, for the purpose, it would seem, of getting all his available

forces together, and preparing them for the siege of Jerusalem. Then he

heard of the death of Nero, and of the commotions in various parts of the

empire. "Wheix;fore Vespasian put oflf at first his expedition against Jeru-

salem, and stood waiting whither the empire would be transferred after the

death of Nero." Tlie remainder of the summer and the autumn were spent

in this suspense and delay. In the tcintcr King Agrippa and Titus started for

Rome to confer with the new emperor. But while they were sailing along

by the coasts of Achaia, they heard of the emperor's death ; and although King

Agrippa thought host to proceed to Rome, Titus was induced to return to

V«spasian at Cesarea.

33. "And now they were both in suspense about the public affairs, the Ro-

man empire being then in a fluctuating condition, and did not go on ivith titeir

expedition against the Jews, but thought that to make an attack upon foreign-

ers was now unseasonable, on account of the solicitude they were in for their

own country." Thus was the siege of Jerusalem delayed for a long time

;

while the invaders are concentrated in Cesarea, waiting for orders from the

emperor.

34. The first movement of the army in the next campaign, was on the 5th

day of Sivan, just one year from the time Vespasian came to Cesarea to pre-

pare to go against Jerusalem. And now, after this year's delay, Vespasian

"marched against those places of /!<rf<'a which were not yet overthrown."

This was the march that was intended to load to Jerusalem. We can plainly

perceive the direction of the route : it was from Cesarea on the coast to the

"mountainous downiry" vfhdTQ they "took those two toparchies that were
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called the Gophniticlc and Acrahattcnc." Acrabi, which gave name to one to-

parchv, was in the southern part of Samaria, a little east of north of Jei-jisa-

lem; Goplina, which gave name to the otlier toparchj-, was directly tiorfh of

Jerusalem. Coming from Cesarea to these pLaces, the army went in a southerly

course, hearing to the east.

85. The next movements were to take and garrison Bethel and Ephrahn,

two small cities in the vicinity of Gophna, and of course directlj' north of Je-

rusalem. And from this point, Vespasian "rode as far as Jerusalem, in which

march he took many prisoners and many captives." The approach to the

city, then, was from the north. At this time, one of the commanders was

dispatched with a body of horse and foot to lay waste the part of the country

that was called Upper Iduniea. Tliis appears to have been the liill country

south of Jerusalem. In this expedition, Hebron was taken and destroyed.

And now "all the places were taken, excepting Ilerodium, and Masada, and

Macherus, which were in the possession of the robbers." Thus those very

places which the Romans had not conquered were east, or easterly, from Jeru-

salem, as may be seen by the maps. So much for the c?^rcc<^o?^ of this "lightning! "

36. Nothing was done to subdue the metropolis at this time. It would

seem as if Providence had determined to warn the people, and to show them

their danger, time after time, and year after year, before inflicting tlie final

blow. For now, after subduing tlie neigliboring country, and marching to see

the city, Vespasian led his armies once more back again to Cesarea. So much

for the suddenness and unexpectedness of this "lightning!" If the matter

were not too serious, it would be a beautiful subject for derision or jest.

87. Now the news came of another overturn of the imperial power, and

that Vitellius was emperor. This exciting the indignation of Vespasian and

the army, it was determined by the soldiers in Judea that Vespasian should

be emperor himself. So they made the proclamation, and the general was

induced to accept the title. The thoughts of Vespasian and the army were

now for a time withdrawn from the Jewish war, and engaged with the affairs

of the government of the empire. And at this time Vespasian removed to the

city of Berytus, north of the Jewish provinces. After remaining for a time

there, he removed to Antioeh, the capital of Syria. It was now the " middle

of winter," but little had been done in the Jewish war during the previous

campaign ; and, indeed, comparatively little had been done for a year and a

half. Thus ended the second invasion of the Jewish territories during this

war; and Jerusalem was yet i;nconquered; and, except the abortive attempt

of Cestius, the city had been unvisited by any direct infliction from the Ro-

man power.

38. We are now to consider the third and final invasion of the Rmnans. The

next spring, in the year of our Lord 70, after the imperial government had

become somewhat settled, " Vespasian turned his thoughts to what remained

unsubdued in Judea." He was then at Alexandria in Egypt. Finding it ex-

pedient to go to Italy himself, he left the finishing of the war to liis son Titus.

Joseplms has left us sufficient information of the marches and operations

of this last invasion. We can do no better than to quote liis very particular-

account of the approach of the army.

30
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39. Starting from Alexandria in Egypt, a little south of west from Jerusa-

lem, we thus trace their progress: Vespasian "sent his son Titus, with a se-

lect part of his army, to destroy Jerusalem. So Titus marched on foot as far

as Nicopolis, wliieh is distant twenty furlongs from Alexandria : there he put

his army on hoard some long ships, and sailed upon the river along the Men-

desiau Nomus, as far as the city Tlimuis : there he got out of the ships, and

•went on foot and lodged all night at a small city called Tanis. His second

station was Ileracleopolis, and his third, Fehisini. He then refreshed his army

at that place for two da^'s, and on tlie third, passed over the mouths of the

Nile at Pclusim. He then proceeded one station ovir the desert, and pitched

his camp at the temple of the Casian Jupiter, and on the next at Ostraeene.

This station had no water, but the people of the country make use of water

brought from other jdaces. After this he rested at Khinocolura, and from

thence he went to llaphia, which was his fourth station. This city is the

beginning of Syria."

40. The army has now I'cachcd the border of the Jewish country. By what

course did they come ? AVas it " from cast to ?om/," as so many have supposed?

No ; but as nearly opposite to that course as the situation of the country per-

mitted. We will now follow their marches in the Jewish territories. "For

his fifth station, he pitched his camp at Gaza : after which he came to Asca-

Ion, and thence to Jamnia, and after that to Joppa, and fvom'Joppa to Cisarea,

having taken a resolution to gather all his other forces together at that place."

They approached the country at its south-iresthorder, and first marched north-

laat, then nearly due nortli, to reach tlie jdace of genei-al rendezvous, to pre-

j)are for the siege of Jerusalem.

41. From Cesarea, then, on the icesttm border of the country, and a little

west of north of Jerusalem, the army is concentrated for its march upon the

metropolis. Tlieir approach to the city will not be exactly as one excellent

divine has it, who only a little improved upon the fashion of saying that the

route of the llomaiis was intlicated by the lightning flashing from east to west:

"—By the sudden and general meeting of the Roman armies in march, frotn

the cast to the west, all hastening from the Jfcditcrraiiean coasts on the ka6t(!)

toward Jerusalem on the west "
!

!

42. Titus, when he had gotten together part of his forces about him, and

had ordered the rest to meet him at Jerusalem, marched out of Cesarea. He

had with him those three leyions that had accompanied his father when he laid

Judea waste, together with that twelfth legion which had been formerly beat-

en withCestius." In approaching Jerusalem, it was judged expedient not to

go up all in a body, but to take the three principal routes from Cesarea to Je-

rusalem. Titus, with the main body of the army, went up through Samaria

to Gophna, wlicre there was already a Roman garrison. After making a little

detour to the cast, in order to reach the main road through Samaria, thecourse

of Titus in approaching the metropolis was from 7iorlh to soi/tL Reaching

Gophna, directly north of the city, he halted for one night; then he cam© to

Gibcah of Saul, three or four miles north of Jerusalem, and made his encamp-

u.eut.

43. The tenth legion he directed to go up through Jtricho. Now it is cer-
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tain that Jericlio vras only a little north of east of Jerusalem. In going from

Jericho to Jerusalem, it is admitted distinctly that this part of the army ap-

proached the capital from the east. And, as in the case of the six hundred

under Placidus, so in the case of these six thousand, the full benefit of this

admission is offered to those whose whole force of exegesis of an important

passage depends on the assumption that the Romans " invaded" and "con-

quered " from east to west.

44. But tliere are several things to be considered in connection with this

approach of the tenth legion.

(1.) It was neither an inuastow nor a progressive conquest; they were al-

ready in the country, and the whole territory through which they marched

had already been conquered.

(2.) The starting point in this very march was tvcst of 7iorth of Jerusalem

;

and it was only Ijy making a detour to an eastern road, leading frona north to

south, that they happened to ^inj^/t the march by going about half as farhora.

east to west, as they had previously gone from west to cast ; so that, in fact,

taking tlie whole march together, they went twice as far from viest to east, as

they did from east to west.

(3.) This, after all, was not the Roman armies, nor the Roman army : it

was only apart, and comparatively a small part. If the commentators had

only this Icfjion in view, and had notified us of the fact, it would have saved

the world some trouble and some injury. But what kind of justice or sense

is there in seizing upon the exception to a general truth, and making it the

criterion of that truth ? If this method of reasoning should be generally

adopted, we should have to bid farewell to all sense, and to all certainty.

The reader will forgive this extended notice of what, it might be supposed,

no man would be likely to consider worthy of notice, for the attention of the

writer has been gravely called to this eastern detour in the march of this le-

gion, as a confirmation of the justness of the comparison of the march of the

Roman army to the lightning shining from east to west!

(4.) Finally, it would seem as if Providence had so directed, that any im-

portance being attached to the march of this legion should be completely neg-

atived, by the fact, that the 5th legion was directed to go up to Jerusalem by

Emmaus. Now, by consulting almost any map, particularly Robinson's, it

will be found that Emmaus is the same distance and direction westerly from Je-

rusalem, that Jericho is easterly. Consequently, the legion coming through

Emmaus approached Jerusalem just as much from loest to east, as the legion

coming through Jericho approaclied from east io west. And if any importance

is to be attached to a slight detour in the march of a small part of an army in

a course almost doe south, then we will offset the Jericho detour l)y the detour

of Emmaus.

45. The Jewish people knew, of course, the whole history and progress of

the war, and were not unapprised of this renewed invasion, and approach

to their metropolis. There is nothing in the whole historj', which, properly

understood, goes to show that they were taken by surprise, or that the Ro-

mans were more than usually rapid and sudden in their conquests and march-

es. The appearance of the Roman army before their walls whs what they
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had long expected and fully prepared for. It is proper to say, that the prin-

cipal encampment of the army was on Mount Scopus, on the north side of the

city, and that the northern part of the city was the first assaulted and the

first destroyed. And the progress of conquest in the city was either from

north to south, or frftm west to east.

46. Candor requires the admission, that there is one paragraph in the his-

tory which may seem to show that the approach of the Romans at this time

was sudden and unlooked for. It is iu B. 5, c. 2, s. 4: "Now, when liitherto

the sevei-al parties iu the city had been dashing one against another perpetu-

ally, this foreign war, now suddenly come upon them after a violent manner,

put the first stop to their contentions one against another; and as the sedi-

tious now saw with astonishment the Romans pitching three several camps,

they began to think of an aAvkward sort of concord, and said one to another,

"What do we here, and what do we mean, when we suffer three fortified

walls to be built to coop us in," &c., &c.

47. To interpret this as if the Jews did not expect the Romans to come into

the country, or to attack Jerusalem, would be doing violence to the whole

tenor of the history. The allusions to their expectation of the Romans, and

to their determinations and preparations to resist them, abound in every part

of the history. To suppose that there was any uncommon haste, or anything

out of the usual course, in the approach of the Romans at this time, would be

supposing what has no countenance whatever from tlie history. Tlic passage

should be understood with reference to two prominent facts with which it is

connected

:

(1.) For several years they had seen the war rage all around tlicm, but it

had not before approached their walls. Many times when they had every ordi-

nary indication that the siege would soon be attempted, they were disappointed,

and suffered to go on unmolested. In this case, however, the war had really

come to their very gates : after so long looking for it, and after so many un-

realized alai-ms, which tended rather to make them disregard alarms, tlie ene-

mies were actually in their vicinity-; the}- were rearing their encampments

within sight of their walls.

(2.) Another thing to be considered is tliis : during these approaches, alarms

and delays, the city was terribly afflicted by dissensions among the different

parties within: So full of jealousy and hatred were they, that, at times, the

contending partizans seemed almost to forget that they were environed about

by prowling armies and fortified garrisons. And when, after so mucli expec-

tation and surprise, the seditious contenders witliin the city beheld their

worst fears realized bj- the actual presence and warlike arraj- of their enemies,

there was, with " the seditious," adegree of surprise and astonisiiment.

48. Viewing the passage, as it should be viewed, as being in harmony with

the remaining portions of the history, the most that can be made of this para-

graph, is, that "the seditious" portion of the city were so occupied, at this

time, with their intense mutual hatred and jealousies, that^ though long

looked for, and prepared for, yet the investing of the city at this time was

comparative!}' sudden, and to those whose whole attention had been occupied

with their ojvn iuternal commotions, when they bilield tlie realization of what
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had an hundred times been predicted by their more prudent brethren, they

eaw the warlike array "with astonishment."

49. But what is there in all this, even admitting all that the words can

properly import, that can, by any appropriate use of language, justify a re-

ference to the lightning flashing in a moment over the whole heavens, as an

illustration of the invasion, conquest, and desolation of the Romans during

this war? The inevitable impression that such a comparison is designed to

make, is, that the Romans burst into the country unexpectedly, and swept

over it with a destructive rapidity that knew no parallel, and could be liken-

ed to nothing better than tlie instantaneous, unlooked for, unprepared for elec-

tric blaze that scorches and withers with no premonishlng indications. This

IB the popular creed, as the reader has already discovered by the numerous

quotations from standard authorities.

60. But, reader, supposing you to have carefulh' read either this abridge-

ment, or the original work, what have you found to justify the popular illus-

tration of the lightning ? What have you found, which yoti are willing spe-

cifically to mention, that can, by any justifiable license, be compared to the

flashing lightning? In relation to the direction of the lightning from east to

west, and to its application to the approach and conquests of the Romans, you

have seen, for yourself positively and undeniably, that the whole is a mere fiction,

without a single appropriate instance to justify it, and with the entire history of

the war proving it to he without the slightest fou7idation.

61. And with regard to the suddenness, the rapidity, and unexpectedness of

the invasion and conquests, as compared to the electric flash filling the hem-

isphere in a moment, what have you found that ever could have suggested,

or ever can justify, such an illustration ? Was the war unexpected ? The
history has many distinct affirmations that the war was expected, yea, even

sought lor and provoked by a large proportion of the Jews and that the more
prudent among them, both rulei's and people.were perpetually advising, warn-

ing, and struggling against it. Nothing can be told more eleaidy than this.

And it will not fail in its application to the final siege of the metropolis, not-

withstanding the comparative suddenness of the siege, and the surprise of

the seditious. For their very surprise, under the circumstances of the case,

could have resulted only from long exjiectation and si;spense unrealized, until

they had, for a time, apparently lost sight of the facts in the case, and almost

ceased to expect what they had so long waited for without having their fears

realized.

62. And in regard to the rapidity of conquest,— what was there to justify

its comparison to the lightning's flash? Was it more rapid than the Roman
conquests in general ? Would not many of Bonaparte's campaigns equal this

both in extent and rapidity ? Would not the late war with Mexico afi'ord an

instance just as worthy of such a comparison? And yet where is the sane

historian that would venture to make a comparison like the one in question,

in reference to these modem conquests ? The appeal is, of course, made to

those who have investigated, to some extent, the matter in question. Has
there not been a gross misunderstanding of this whole matter? Has there

not been an indulgence of fancy that is really out of place ? And have not
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many been satisfied with mere assertion, -without asking for the facts to prove

them ?

63. There is one question more, for the asking of which, the writer begs

pardon of those to whom it does not apply : the question is })ropounded with

no little mortification and pain: it is this—Are we not compelled to believe

that there are some who are so unwilling to be convinced that our great men

have fallen into a mistake on this subject, that no strength of argument is

sufficient to make an impression upon their minds? The writer has had pain-

ful experience on this point, and has not written this section without occasion.

And this is one of the sources of regret which the mistake in this^matter has

occasioned. The writer has no disposition to diminish the respect and confi-

dence which it is natural for the people generally to feel for men of great

learning : he moves in this matter with reluctance, and after several years of

hesitation. He is duly apprised of the unpopularity— not to say, jeopardy—
of arraying himself against the popular exegesis of an important passage,

and bringing his own oj-tinion into conflict with the opinions of so many men

of titles and learning. But, after all, this is not properly a matter of opinion:

it is, in reality, a matter of fact, to be decided by available evidences. And

tliis, as the reader has perceived, is the precise nature of this eft'ort; it is to

show what the facts in the case were. If it were an array of name against

name, or opinion against opinion, this Treatise would never have been sent

forth to the world. But it is, as the case shows for itself, an array of facta

against assertions. And, what is a little remarkable, the facts themselves are

derived from the same source that is so confidently appealed to, to sustain the

assertions.

5-1. Once more : The inquiry will undoubtedly be made, were not these

facts as accessible to the authors who are said to have misunderstood tliem, as

they are to the writer of this Treatise; and were they not as capable— yea,

infinitely more so— of understanding them? Most certainly. How, then, is

the matter to be explained? Well, although this does not properly belong

to the writer, yet it will not be inappropriate for him to offer one or two sug-

gestions by way of explaining the mystery. The probability with most of

the authors in question, and the certainty with respect to some of them, will

lead us to conclude, that the subject before us was never investigated b}' them

personally. Bishop Pearce wrote a Dissertation on the Destruction of Jeru-

salem, which was published, it appears, near the latter part of the last century.

This work the writer has earnestly, but vainly, tried to procure. The Bish-

op introduced an observation, stating that "the Romans entered into Judea on

the east side of it, and carried on their conquests westward, as if not only the ex-

tensiveness of the ruin, but the very route which the army would take, was

intended in the comparison of the lightning coming out of the east, and shi-

ning even unto the west." Bishop Pearce professed to derive the proof of

this remarkable assertion from Josejjhus. Well, now, Jo3e]ihus is admitted by

all to be good autliVrity in this matter, and the learned prelate is admitted to

have been competent to understand him.

55. But, however unaccountable it may appear, the fact is, tJie Bishop did

KOT understand Joaephus : this we have demonstrated from the history itself: tht
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Romans did not enter into Judca on the east side of it ; they did xot carry on

their conquests westward. But the Bishop said they did ; and lie was deemed

too good authority to be mistaken in so plain a matter ; and from him the fic-

tion has come down to us through ahnost the entire generation of commenta-

tors that have flourished since that time. Bishop Newton adopted this obser-

vation of Bishop Pearce, and brought it into his Dissertation on the Prophecies;

and, confiding in the ability and faithfulness of his predecessors, did not deem

it necessary to undertake the labor of a personal examination. And, as would

appear from the evidences in the case, all, or most, of the subsequent writers,

having access to Newton on the Prophecies, have, without personal investiga-

tion, adopted the ingenious fiction ; and so it has become immutably incorpo-

rated with our best standards of Bible exegesis. Even now, as the reception

of this Treatise will demonstrate, people are disposed to adopt implicitly, and

•without personal investigation, almost anything that our great men are indu-

ced to affirm ; for, as it will be generallj^ and is generally said, can it be pos-

sible that such men as Kewton, Clai'ke, Watson, &c., &c., could be mistaken

in so plain a matter ? "We have only to suppose that Bishop Newton had the

same feeling in respect to his illustrious predecessors, that we perceive all sub-

sequent writers have had for Newton himself, and the explanation of the

mystery is easy, as it relates to writers subsequent to Newton.

56. How Bishop Pearce fell into so palpable a mistake, the writer does not

undertake to say ; for, as he has not succeeded in procuring the book, he can-

not tell how the unfortunate circumstance occurred. It is probable, however,

that the good prelate, writing at that moment rather carelessly, mistook the

points on the map, and transposed the east and west. This we know was done

even by Richard Watson, as may be seen by his note on Matt. xxiv. 27. And,

inasmuch as such a man as Richard Watson could make such a mistake, why
not Bishop Pearce ?

57. The subject cannot fail to suggest some rather humiliating reflections

on the custom of our commentators in copying one from another, instead of

going to the original sources of truth. The writer cannot express his own
views on this subject, better than to adopt the language of a noble writer in

the Meth. Quar. Review, for 1849, p. 187. The writer alluded to, however,

refers to an entirely different subject. Speaking of the difiiculties that were

in the way of investigation, he says,— "But a more foi-midable one is to

be found in the fact, that commentators have continued, age after age, ser-

vilely to copy each other's expositions, with scarcely a single deviation from

the beaten track."

58. Finally, the subject of this investigation must be admitted to deserve

the attention of the profoundest intellects ; for the improper exegesis of the

27th verse of the 24th chapter of Matt., cannot fail to work immense injury to

biblical knowledge. So long as that verse is allowed to be explained away
from its literal and legitimate meaning, by this popular use of an absolutely

groundless fiction, so long distrust of the literal teachings of the Bible, and

resort to probable and improbable fancies, will weaken and destroy the force

of those tremendous truths which were designed to intimidate the audacious,

and warn the unwary. If this effort shall succeed in arousing the attention
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of the cliurcli to this matter, howevei- much tlie writer may suffer by his pi-

oneer publication, he will be grateful for the opportunity that permits him to

call attention to this matter. And, especially, as the proper investigation of

thi-s subject will be likely to lead on to a great reform in the manner of ma-

king and using exegetical publications.

Note.—As this was not designed for a general Abridgment of the Ilistory,

but only a limited one for a particular purpose, it is not necessary to extend

it any further. It should always be read in connection with the comment on

Matt. xxiv. 27.

Particular information respecting many other things which happened du-

ring the war, may be found in several of the first chapters of the Exposition,

where such information was deemed appropriate.



jij 3 -^ 7^HC^i*^^'-'^^^€^ (^ 7.











('^^7,''^

Jv.«' J t;

mx


