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IV INDEX.

,132

Erismatura rubida,
Fable of Madame Mourning Dove
and Mrs. (i olden-crown,

Failures,
Falco colunibarius,

" niexicanus,
" peregrinus anatum,
" richardsonii,
" rusticolas obsoletus,
" sparverius, 57, 114

Falcon, Peregrine
" Prairie, A Series of Eggs of

Favors—What are to him old

Names,
Field, Two Days in the
Finch, (irass

House
" Lark
" Nelson's Sharp-tailed
" Purple 82, 87, 134,

" Western Grass
Flicker, 58, 85. 87, 114, 133,

Flvcatcher, Acadian 115,
•• Crested 58, 84, 115, 133,

" Least 87,
" Olive-sided
" Olive-sided, Nesting of
" Soissor-tailed
" Traill's 115,

" Vermillion, ( )n the Nesting
Haliits and Eggs of

" Yellow-bellied'
Footrule and Scales,

Fort Bassinger Trail, On the
Fulica americana,
(Jaleoscoptes caroUnensis, 59

Gallinago delicata,
Oallinula galeata,
(iallinule, Florida
aiaucionetta clangnla americana

" islandica,
(leococcyx californianus,
(ieothlypis formosa.

•• Philadelphia,
" trichas,
•• trichas occidentalis,

(inat-catcher, I'.lue-gray

(iodwit. Great, Marbled
" Hudsonian

(bildtinch, American
3G, 58, 82, 87, 115, 1.34,

" American, Late Breeding of
" Arizona
'• Arkansas
' European,

Mass.,
American

113,

, 116,

113,

113,

!59,

Breeding in

130

IGO
73

132
19

1.32

132
132
184
132
19

137
173
134
1.34

135
135
162

134
161

146
146

133
133
141
58

1.33

140
133
139
107
131

137
131

131

131

1.30

130
57
IK!
i:!t;

III;

130
147
131

131

162

140
36
311

119

Habia ludoviciana, 58, 115, 135

Halia'Ctus leucocephalus, 114, 132

Harjiorhynchus rufus, 59, 116, 137

Hawk, American Sparrow
57,8.5, 114,1.32

" Handsome Eggs of 184

Hawk, American Rough-legged 132
" Broad-winged 23, 114, 132
" Cooper's 57, 87, 114, 132
" Harris', A Series of Eggs of 105
" Krider's 132
" Alarsh 132
» IVIar,-h, A Wet Day with 33
" Marsh, A Series of Eggs of 72
" Pigeon 85, 132
" Red-shouldered 57, 86, 114, 13i

" Red-tailed
" Sharp-shinned
" Swainson's

Helinaia swainsonii,
Hehninthopila celata,

" chrysoptera,
" j)eregrina,
" i)inus,
" ruftcapilla,

Helmintherus vermivorns.
Heron, Great Blue 57, 86, 113

" <^reen 57,80,113,1.30
" Nij;ht, Black-crowned 130

Hesperi|)hona vespertina,
Horned Lark,

" Prairie
" or Prairie, Which is if.'

Hummingbird, Anna's, Nesting of 73
" Ruby-throated

.58, 84, 87, 115. 133, 146, 161
" Nesting of, at Raeigh.N.C, 18

Hydrochelidou nigra suriua-

57,85,114,132
57, 87, 1.32, 161

114, 1.32

35
136

21, 136
136

116, 136

23, 59, 136
116, 136

130, 161

28
58

115, 133
138

(ioo-ie. White-fronted
57, 130

' Blue 130

Canada 57. 80, 113, 130
" Hutchin's 1.30

(Joshawk, American 132

Crackle, Bronzed 58, 87, 115, 134
" Great-tailed, A Series of

Eggs of
" Purple 84,

(irebe, American Red-necked
" Carolina
" Horned
" Pied-billed .57, 87,
" Pied-billed, Nesting of

11,111,152,
" Eared
" Eared, Nesting of

Grebes, Notes on the Nesting of
Grebe, Red-throated
Grosbeak, Blue, Nesting of

" Blue .58,

" Evening 27, 28, 46, .59. fiO, 71,
" Pine
" Rose-breasted .58, 83,

Grouse, Canada
Prairie, Sharp-tailed

" Rufled 80,87.114,132,
" Spruce

Grus americana, .57,

mexicana, .57,

mensis.
n)is. Wood in Indiana,
Icteria virens,

•' galbula.
" spurius,

Ictinia plumbea.
Isle Koyal,
Tackda'w, A tame
,Jay, Arizona, Nesting of

" ]51ue " "
" Canada

Junco aikeni,
•' annecUus,
" lilac k
" canceps,

cinereus dorsalis,
•' (iray-headed
" hyemalis,
" li'yemalis oregonus,
" hyemalis shufeldti,
" I'ink-sided
'• Red-backed
" Slate-colore<l

Killdeer,

130
167

,59, 116, 136

115, 134

,58,115, 134

35
99
26
138

.58, 84, 115, 134, 162

87, 1.34

86

.58, 84, 87, 115,

38
38
135
38
38
38

58, 135
135

38
38
38

58, 162
114, 131

133, 102
133

Gull,

(iv

American Herring-
Bonaparte s

' Franklin's
' Laughing
' Ring-billed
rfali'on, BUick

87,

97
115
129
113
129
119

185

8(i

141

68
86
22
140
134
1.S4

115
132
1.32

161

87
1.3C

1.30

90
129
129
129
161

129
1.32

Kingbird,
Western

Kingbird's Eggs, Some Curious
Sets of 102

Kingfisher, Belted ,57, 85, 87, 90
133, 101

Kinglet, (Jolden-cr.owned 59, 88
137, 162

" Ruby-crowned .59, 137
" Ruby-(^rowned, Nest and

eggs of 96, 105
" Ruby-crowned, Further

N<)tes on the Nesting of

Kite, A New
" Everglade, Eggs of
" Plunibeiis
" Swallow-tailed

Kittiwake,
Knot,
Labels,
Lagopus lagopus.
Lake Forest, 111.. Winter Notes
from

Lake Mills, Wis.. Notes from
Lake Superior Region, Indian
Names of the Birds of

Lanius borc.alis,

Lanius ludovicianus,
Lanius ludovicianus excnbitorides,

58, 110, 1.36

Lark, Meadow 5X. S3, 115, 1,34

" Western Meadow 1.34

57,

111

.35

183
;

35
132
129
181

i

16
132

70
63

88
135
1.35

Larus argent.atus smithsonianus, 129
" delawarensis, 129
" Iranklinii, 129
" Philadelphia, 129

Leucosticte atrata, 36
" australis, 3G
" Black 36
" Brown-capped 36
" tephrocotis littoralis, 134

Limosa fanla, 131

Limosa hoenuiStica, 131

Linnet, Pine 43
Longspur, Chestnut-collared and
McCown's, presence of in South-
ern Arizona 71

Longspur, Chestnut-collared
36,58, 134

" Lapland 36, 134
" McCown's 36, 134
" Smith's 134

Loon, 87, 87, 90, 129

Lophodytes cucullatus, 57, 113, 130
Loxia curvirostra minor, 134

" curvirostra stricklandi, 58
" leucoptera, 43, 134

Macrorhanipus scolopaceus, 131

Micropalnui himantopus, 131

iNIallard, Black 86, 87
Marsh ill, Co., 111., List of Birds
hreeding in 113

Martin, Purple 58, 82, 115, 135, 162
Mass , records for 110
Maynard, C. J , is good authority, 47
Megascops asio,

" asio maccalli,
Melaneriies carolinus,

" erythrocephalu*
Meleagris gallopavo,
Melospiza fasciata,

" georgiana,
" lincolni.

Merganser, American
" Americanus
" Hooded
" Red-breasted
" serrator

Merlin, Richardson's
Mcrula migratoria,
McLennan Co., Texas
Birds of

Milllmry, Notes from
Milvulus forficatus,
Mimus polyglottus,
Minks, Do" they climb trees out
West?

Minnesota, Birds of 15, 129, 150

Minot, Henrv D., is Dead, 107

.Mniotilta varia, .59,1.30

Mockingbird, 59, 147

Mololhrus ater, 5, 58, 115, 134
" ater obscurus, 58

!
Mnnomov Island, Cape Cod, Shore
Bud Migration at 49

: MonomovTslands, Mass,, A Few
Spring' Notes from 1890, 06

Motli, Flour 94

I

Myiarchus crinitus, 58, 115, 133

I

Names, Cfunmon, Was the change
I'ojnilar? 75,92.108,124

I Natural History Business,
Nesting, Late
Nest, Four-storied
Newfoun<lland, Off for
Nighthawk, .58, 85, 87, 114, 133

" Western
Nomenclature impromptu.
Notes Bv the Wav,
Notes, Brief ' 77, 95, 112, 127

160, 176, 186

Notes from Dartmouth, Mass., 103

Notes from Northern New Jersey, 100

Notes, Stray 103

North Carolina, Additions to Avi-
fauna of 23

Nova Scotia, Common Birds of 62

Nnmenius borealis, 131
•' liuds(Uiicu-i, 131
" longirostris.

Nuthatch, Brown-headed
" Nesting of Brown-headed
" Red-bellied 88, 137
" Red breasted. Nesting of 40
" Slender-billed -59

" White-bellied 81.88.116,137



INDEX.

Nuthatch. White-bellied, A Friend
to Fanners, 117

Xyctale acadica, 133
" tt'iifiiiialiui richardsoni, 133

Nyctea nyctea, 43, 133

S'ycticorax nyeticorax niBvius, 130

Occurrence. A Strange 103

(Edemia aniericana, 130
" (IcKlandi, 130
" hyenialis, 130
" i)ers])icullata, 130

Olor buccinator, 130
" colmnbia'nus, 130

Oological Collectors, Dishonest 47
Oriole, Arizona Hooded, Nesting of 13

" Arizona Hooded, Seven eggs
of, in one Nest, 04

" Baltimore 84. 115, 134
" Orchard 58. 115. 134, 146
" Orchard, at Nova Scotia, 157

Ornithological Association, New 164

Ornithology of a Oitv Oarden, 158
Osprey, 86, 87, 90, 132, 161

Otocoris ali)estris, 58
•' aljiestris praticola, 115, 133

Ottawa, Out., Canada, Rare Birds
in N'iciuitv of 251

Ovenbird, " 126

Owl, Acadian 133
" American Hawk, 133
" Barn 23. 57. 132
" Barred 57, 85, 114, 133

Burrowing 57, 133
" (irev 29,30,48,87,90,133
" Great-horned 85,87,133
" Hawk 43, 133
" Long-eared 114, 132
" Richardson's 133
" Screech 85, 87, 90, 114, 133
" Short-eared 57, 133
" Snowy 14, 15, 43, 62. 1.33, 187
" Snowy, at Mononioy Island, 23
" Texan Screech .57

Pandion halia-tus carolinensis, 132

I'arus atricapillus 116, 137
" bicolor, .59

" carolinensis, 59
Passer montanus 24
I'asserelhi iliaca, 135
Passerina aiucena, 58

" ciris, f8
" cyanea, 58, 115. 134

Parauque, Merrill's, A Series of
Eggs of 151

PeUioecetes phasianellus canipes-
tris, 132

Petrel, Leach's 161

Petrochelidon lunifrons, 23, 116, 135
Pelican, American White 57, 130

" A Motherly 125
Pelecanus erythforhynchus, .57, 130
Perisoreus canadensis, 134
Petrochelidon lunifrons, 23, 58
Pewee, Large Set of Eggs of 70

" Two Broods Raised in
Same Nest bv 117

'• Wood .58,84,115,133,146
Phalacrocorax dilophiis, 113, 1.30

Phalarope, Northern 131
" Red 131
" Red, in Rhode Island, 166
" Wilson's 131

Phalaropus lobatus, 131
" tricolor, 131

Phoebe, .58. .S4, 87. 115, 1,3.3, 162
Philohela minor, 11,3,131

Picoides arcticns, 133
IMgeon, Wild 132
Pinicola enucleator. 43. 134
Pipilo erythropthalmus, 58, 115. 135
Pil)it. American 59
I'vranga ervthonielas, 115, 135

" rubra, .58, 115
Plectropbanax nivalis. .30, 43, 1.34

Plover. American (iolden 131
" Black-bellied 131
" Field .57

" Semipalmated Ring 1.31, 161
Podilymbus podiceiis. 11. .57, 113, 129
Polioi>tila c;vrnlea, .59

Polyborns cheriway, 57
Porzana Carolina,

"

131
'• noveboracensis, 131

Poflpcfptes gramineus, .58. 115, 1.34

PooeccBtes, gramineus confinis, 36, 134
Prairie Hen, 57, 132
Progne subis, 58, 115, 135
Protection, I>ess, etc., 61

Prothonotaria citna. 116. 136, 177

Ptarmigan, Willow 1.32

Publications, New 143, 160
Quail. Albino 12

" American 86
Quiscalus quiscula, 115

" quiscula a>neus, 58, 115, 134
Rail, Red-breasted 1.32

•' Sora 113, 131
" Virginia 23, 131
" Yellow 131

Rallus elegans, 131
" virginianuP, 23

Raptores. The J. P. N. Collection
of Eggs of 56

Raven, 87, 134
" American in Connecticut, 156

Recnrvirostra aniericana, 131

Redpoll, 36, 43, .58, 134
" Greater, 134

Redstart, American 59, 88, 116, 137, 162
Regulus calendula, 59, 137

satrapa, .59, 1.37

Rhvncophanes maccowni, 36, 134
Rih'sa tridactyla, 129
Road runner,

'

57
Robin, Sagacious 187
Rockawav Beach, Dav at 170
Robin, Albino

"

48
" American 59. 81, 88, 90, 116, 1.37

Rosy Finch. Gray-cheeked 134

Salilinctes obsoletus, 21

Sapfucker, Yellow-bellied, Nest-
ing of 90

Sanderling, 131

San<li>i))( r. 90
" Baird's 131
" Bartram's 114,131
' }5uff-breasted 131
" Curlew at Chatham, Mass., 110
" Least 131
" Pectoral 131
" Red-backed 131
" Semipalmated 1.31.161
" Spotted m. 87, 114, 1.31. 161
" Stilt 131
" Solitary 131
'• White-rumped 131

Sarcastic Intpiiry, Answer to 12

Sayornis phoebe," .58. 115, 133
Seiurus motaeilla, 53
Scolecoiihagus cyanocephalus, .58, 134

" carolinus, 1.34

Scotiai)tex cinerea, 133
Seedeater, Sharpe's. Eggs of 136

Seiurus motaeilla, .59, 136
" amocajiillus, 136
" noveboracensis notabilis, 136

Set, Number of Eggs in 146
Setophaga ruticilla, .59, 116, 137

Sialiasialis, 59.116,137
" inexicana, 137

Shore Bird Migration at Monomoy
Island, Cape Cod. Mass., 49

Shrike Question, More Facts
About 78

" Great Northern 82, 90, 135
" Loggerhead 135
" White-rumped 58,115,1.36

Siskin, Pine 36,58,134
Sitta carolinensis, 116

•' carolinensis culeata, 59

Sparrow, Grasshopper
" Harris'
" Henslow's
" Intermediate
" Lark
" Lincoln's
" Savannah
" Sharp-tailed

58, 115
37, 58, im

135
37, 135
58, 115

135, 162
87. 135,162

162

161

Snipe, Wilson's 4,8, 86, 131
" Wilson's, in Minn., 22

Snowbird, Black 87

SnowHake, 36
South-western Coast of Maine, A
List of the Summer Resident
Birds of

Sparrow, Baird's 37, 135
" Beldintf's Savannah 148
'^ Brewer's 38
' Chipping 37,8.3,87,115,1.35,162
" Clav-colored 38, 135
" English 83
" European Tree, A Series of

Eggs of 24
" English, A New Trait of 184
" Field 115,1.35,162
'• Fox-colored S3, 1.3.5, 146

Song 83, 87, 115, 135, 162
Swamp H8, 135

" Tree 135
" Vesper 11.5,162
" Western Chipping 37
'• "Western Grasshopper 37
" Western Lark 37
" Western Savannah .36,135
" Western Tree 37
" Western Vesper 36
" White-crowned 37, 58, ia5
" White-throated

37, 58, 87, 90, 135, 162
Spatula clypeata, 130
Speotyto cuniculariahypogoea,57, 133
Sjihorophila morelieti sharpei, 185
Si>hyrapicus varius, 57, 114, 133
Sjdiius pinus, 36, 43, 58, 134

" psaltria, 36
" psaltria arizonse, 36
" tristis, ,36,58,115,1.34

Spiza aniericana, 58, 115, 1.35

S]3izella brewcri, 38
" monticola, 135
" monticola orchracea, .37

•' pallida, 38, 135
" pusilla, 115, 1.35

" socialis, 37,11.5,135
" socialis arizona", 37

Stelgidojiteryx serripennis, 116, 135

Sterna antillarum, 130
" forsteri, 129
" hi run do, 130
" tschegrava, 129

Strix pratincola, 23, .57, 1.32

Struggle, Death 104
.Sturnella magna, 58, 115. 1.34

" neghcta, 134

Surnia ulula 43
" ulula caparoch, 132

Su<lburv. Ontario, Sun merBirfJsof 87

Swallow, Barn 58, 82, 88, 115, 135, 162
" Bank 82, 115, 135, 162
" Cliff 23, 58. 82, 115, 135, 162
" Rough-winged 107, 115
" Tree 115, 162
" White-bellied 82, 88, 135
" White-bellied Occupy a

Swan, Trumpeter 130
" Whistling 130
" shooting 18"

Swift, Chimney
.58, 85, 87, 114, 133, 161, 184

Sylvania canadensis, 137
" •' mitrata, 137
" pusilla, 137

Symphemiasemipalmatainornata,131
Syrniuni nebnlosum, 57, 114, 1.33

Tachvcincta bicolor, 116, 135

Tanager. Scarlet 82, 115, 135
" Summer 58, 115, 146
" Summer, Nesting of, at

Raleigh, N.C., 164

Teal, Blue-winged 57, 113
" Cinnamon 130
" Gnen-winged .57, 86, 113

Tenderfoot, Doings of a 104

Tern, Arctic 161
'• Black 130
" Caspian 129
" Common 130, 161

" Forster's 129
" Least 130
" Roseate 161
" Roval, at Chatham, Mass., 110

Thrasher', Brown 59, 81, 116, 1,37, 147, 162
" Palmer's.ASeriesof Eggsof 154

Thryothorus bewickii bairdii, 59
"" hulovicianus, 59

Thrush, Golden-crowned 82, 88, 1.36

" Golden-crowned, Ne.sting
of, in Chester Co., Pa., 126

" Bicknell's 23
" Grav-cheeked 137
" Hermit ><8. 1.37, 162
• Olive-backed 88,1.37
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Thrush, Wilson's 116,

Wilson's, Nesting of, in Pa
" Wood 59,81,110,137,

Tioga County, N.Y., Notes on the
Birds of

Titlark, American
" S Prague's

Titmouse, Tufted 59,
•' Tufted, Eggs of
" Tufted, A Series of Eggs of

Totanus llavi|)es,
" inelanoleucus,
" solitarius,

Towhee, 58, 115, 135,

Tringa alpina paciflea,
bairdii,
canutus,

" fuscieollis,
" maculata,
" minutilla,

Trochilus colubris, 18, 58, 114,

Troglodytes tedon,
a;don parkmanni,
hiemalis,

Tryngites subrurtcollis,
Turdus aliciii',

" aonalaschkse pallasii,
" fuscescens,
" niustelinus, 59.

" swainsonii,
Turkey, Wild
Turnstone,
Tymiianuclius americana,
Tyrannus tyrannus,

"

" vertieallis,
Urinator iuiber,
V'ireo atricapillus,

" Black-capped
«' belli,
" Bell's
" flavifrons,
" gilvus,
" Mountain Solitary
" noveboracensis,
" olivaceus,
" philadelpliicus,
" Philadelphia
" Red-cved

"58, 82, 88. IK
" solitarius,
" Solitary (U,

" Warbling 116,
" White-eyed 59, IIC,
" Yellow-throated 58,

116,

116,

114,

57, 114,
5S, 115,

59,

59,

58, 116,

116.

59,

58. 116,

136, 140,

Yellow-throated. Nesting of

137
,74
147

81

137
137
147
182
147
131
131
131

162
131

131

131

131

131

131

133
116
137
137
131

137
137
137
1.37

137
132
131

132
133
133
129
59
.59

130
130
130
130
23
110
136
1.3(;

1.36

162
136
1.36

130
140
1.30

;9

88,

23,

,88, 110, 136,

23,

A Series

Vulture, Black
" Turkey 57, 03, 80, 132,

Wanderings, 45, .54, 121,

Warbler, IJay-breasted
Blacki>urnian
Kiaekburnian, Nesting of
Black-throated Blue 88,

JJlack-throated Green
88, 130,

Black and White 59, 88, 130,

Black-poll
Black-poll, Series of Eggs of
Blue-winged Yellow 110,

Blue-winged Yellow, Nest-
ing of, in Delaware Co.,
Pa., in 1890.

Canadian Flycatching
Cape May
Cerulean
Chestnut-sided
Golflen-winged
(iolden-winged,
of Eggs of

Hooded
Kentucky
K'-ntucky, Nesting of, in
Delaware and Chester
Counties, Pa.,

Magnolia
Myrtle
Ml)urning
Mourning, Nesting of
Nashville 59, 88,

Nashville. A Series of Eggs
of

Orange-crowned
Palm
Parula 59 130,

Pine 130, 140,

Prairie
Prairie, Nesting of, at Ral-
eigh, N. C,

Prothonotary 23,110,
Prothonotary, A Series of
Eggs of

Prothonotary, at Newton,
Mass.,

Swainson's, A Set of Five
Eggs of

Swainson's in Hale Co., Ala.
Tennessee
Wilson's
Worm-eating

140
171

l.iO

1.36

157
136

162
162
136
41
136

117
136
136
136
162
136

21

137
116

88, 1.36,

59, 130,

88,

23,

Worm-eatinf;
Eggs of

lie,

A Series of

145
102
102
130
08

1.30

23
130
130
162
162
146

165
13(1

177

110

35
157
136
137
136

118

Warbler, Worm-eating, Nesting
of, near Leighton, Ala.,

•' Yellow 59,88,110,130,
Yellow-rumped

Warblers, The .T. P. N. Collection
of Eggs of

Water Thrush, In the Haunts of
" Thrush, Grinnell's
" Thrush, Large-billed

Thrush, Louisiana 59,
" Thrush, Louisiana, A Series

of Eggs of
Waxwing, Bohemian 20,

" Cedar .58, 82, 88, 90,
Whip-poor-will, 85, 87, 114, 133,

" Nesting of
Whiskey .lack,
Who Will Furnish the Incubator?
Willet. Western
Wilson. Alexander
Woodchucks Climb Trees When

Egg Collecting,
Woodcock, American 80, 113,

Woodpecker, Black-backed Three-
toed

Downy 57
" Hairv"
" Pileated
" Red-bellied
" Red -headed
" Southern Hairy
" Yellow-bellied"

Woods, In the
Wren, Baird's

Bewick's
" Canon
" Carolina
" House
" Long-billed Marsh
" Parkman's
" Short-billed Marsh
" Short-billed Marsh, Nest-

ing of
" Rock, A Series of eggs of
" Winter 8J

Xanthocephalus xanthocep ns
Yellow-legs, (ireater

Lesser
Yellow-throat, Maryland

Western
Zenaidura macroura
Zonotrichia albicoUis,

intermedia,
" leucophrys,
" qnerula,

,85,87, 114,

8.5, 87, 114,

57, 85, 87,

.57,

.57. 85, 114,

.57, 87, 114,

59,

23, 82, 88,

88, 116,

57, 114,

37, 58,

„ 37,

37, 58,

37. .58,

125
162
88

15
153
136
130
14G

53
133
133
146
182

90
184
131

143
131

133
133
133
133
114

133
57
133
25
59
23
59
147
116
116
1.37

134

159
21

135
134
131

131

162
130
132
135
1.35

135
135
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Geographical Variation of Eggs.

Altlioufrli tlie subject of fteogvapliical vari-

ation of birds has at various times received

considerable attention, I am not aware tliat

miicli t!i<iu<;bt lias been bestowed on the pres-

ence of a similar difference in e<iss, and tliink-

in<; that the little information I have been

able to f^ain upon this question mi<rht be of

some value to the readers of the Ohnitiioi.o-

(iisT AND Ooi.ooisT, I have made the following

summary of my researches in that line, hopinji'

that it will at least draw the attention of those

better able to investi<;ate the matter than my-

self, to <;ive their ideas and the results of their

investigations for the jterusnl of those

interested.

Ain<ni»>" the birds themselves local variation

has been systematized to a ccmsiderable degiee

by the works of Baiid and of Allen, and ac-

cording to their observations may be divided

into two classes, viz. : variati<ni in color and in

size.

Eggs unquestionably vary in color in a luii-

forni degice, but the great lange of individual

coloration makes it impossible to establish

the general laws without a far greater amount

of comparable material than 1 have been able

to obtain, but vaiiation included under the

second heading, is to a certain extent as appli-

cable to eggs as to the birds themselves.

The researches of Prof. Baird on the sul>ject

of geographical variation have established the

l:nv that "a gradual decrease in size, in indiv-

iduals of the same species, occurs in direct

ratio to the decrease of latitude or altitude of

their birthplace," and this seems with a greater

number of exceptions to hold good in the case

of eggs.

As there are more conditions which intlnence

the size and structure of an egg to a greatei-

degree than among birds, a larger per centage

of them would naturally be expected to be in-

consistent with anv general rule or law.

Some of the influencing conditions would be

age of one or both parents, varying number

laid in a set, number of consecutive clutches,

and the scarcity and variety of food. Exam-

ples of the first of these influences will be ap-

parent to all who are in any way familiar with

birds. A good one which I call to mind is the

eggs of Fish Hawks (Pandiou halUeetua car-

oUrifnxix), for as these birds return yearly to

the same nest, the chances for observation are

greatly increased. Among them the oldest

birds usually lay eggs which average smaller

than those of younger pairs, or else the number

in the set is smaller.

Traces of the second infiuencing condition

are n()t always perceptilde, especially among

eggs which are only found in small sets, but

even then are occasionally noticeable.

Among the Gnllina' and Plr!(l(e, both fami-

lies being prolific layers, the effects of the

third condition are freiiuently noticeable, and

one instance will l>e sulficient tor illustration,

that of a Flicker {Colaptes aurntus). that laid a

set of ten eggs, which upon being removed laid

a second set of five. The average measure-

ment of the first set was 1.11 x .84 of an inch,

while the maximum of the second set was .!»!»

X.92, and the minimum .9(5 x .SO.

Besides the foregoing there are occasicmally

instances where the great variation amounts to

a monstrosity, and seems to be inconsistent

with any law, but as these monstrosities are

freipiently or always infertile, they do not bear,

with any importance, upon the question in

consideration.

So much for statements. Now for the cor-

roborating data. The following list of meas-

urements will show the variation of eggs from

different parts of the country. The measure-

ments represent the size in inches and hun-

dredths, but vary fr(»m ordinary measurements

insomuch as the averages of the two diameters

are given, or in other words give the size of a

spherical bulk of the same capacity as the egg

it represents.

Copyright, 1800. by Fkank B. AVkbstkk.
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from Arizona (Pima Co.). iiro tlio smallest of

any. which I have mea.sured.

Amonjj owls, I have examples of two species
— the Little .SeTeech {Sraps asii,) and the

Barred Owl {Si/rnium nehnlosinn). With the
former, effffs from Texas ai-e the smallest, in-

ereasin<; iu size to Iowa and Hliode Island,

those from the latter state heino- the largest.

The rar. hc)i<liveii of the Pacific slope, like

those of other Jinpfores from the same locality,

persist in heinj; smaller than eastern eoj-s. and
ill this ea.se are inferior to Hliode Island spec-

imens and oiilv a trifle lar<iei- than the exam-
])les cited from 'i'exas.

Of the PicUloi I have hut a sinole instance,

that of a Downy Woodpecker {Drt/ohafes pu-
he.Hcens). in which the lim.ited data ogives the
maximum to Xew England, while western e.<j<;s,

usually the largest, are in tliis case the smaller.

The ComTnon Crow (CnrvuH aDieriraiiits),

among the C'ormxJw has a maximum in Califor-
nia s])ecimens, and a minimum in the small
Floridanian variety, with Xew Brunswick and
Rhode Lsland eggs coming in between, with a
slight diflerence in size favoring Rhode Island
eggs, due perhaps to the large numhcr
examined.

In the family TcterkJce, eggs of the Meadow
Laik {Stnrnf^U(( imtr/na) are largest in New
i:ngland. and those of .Minnesota and Illinois

are even inferior to var. tiKwicKua from Texas,
nnd the eggs of the Crow Blackbird (Qiiiscalus

f/iiiarida) and its mr. cenens, show a like varia-

tion. Orchanl Orioles' eggs from Rhode
Island and those from Texas average the same.
Michigan .specimens are a little smaller.

With the Frhit/illithe the general lule holds
uniformly good, and two examples will be
sufficient. Eggs of the S(mg .Sparrow (Melo.y-

j)iz(( fasdafd) in Massachusetts are much
smaller than those of rar. uitttata of Oregon,
and tho.se of the Chii)ping .Sparrow (Spizella

domestlca) increase from Massachusetts to Ver-
mont and Minnesota, reaching the maximum
in eggs of vni-. uriznmf of California.

Although my data for the swallows is inex-
tensive, the little there is conforms to the
general rule, as in the case of the Cliff .Swallow
(PetrnrhelUhin lunlfrons), in which the eggs
from Illinois average .70 and Xew P:r.gland

specimens, .(Wi.

Of the Ldtiida- the eggs of luaovicianxx
proper from Florida measure aliout .SO of an
inch, while those of rar. f.n'u1>it(iri<lt'.^ taken in

C'alifornia measure .8(5.

Specimens of eggs of the Blue-headed Vireo '

(T7rco .wlifarhi.i) average .(ili in .Massachusetts. '

are a trifle smaller in the Coloiado variety, and
reach the greatest size in var. cas.sini of Oregon.
Of the SylricoUdie, two examples are all

that I am able to give. In specimens of the
eggs of the Chestnut-sided Warbler from

' Maine and Massachusetts, there is a difference
in size in favor of the former state, while in
the Icferhne, eggs of /. r/rPH.s from Rhode
Island are larger than those from Pennsylvania

i and eggs of tlie nir. lotrjirmtda from Arizona
are smallei-.

One example of the genus HarporhynchuK.^
that of H. riifm, the most widely distributed
species, is all that is available at the present
time. Minnesota specimens are largest, meas-
uring .91, while eggs from Rhode Island aver-
age .90, and those of the rar. lomiiroHtrlH from
Texas meixsure but ..'^(i.

Among wrens, the common axlnn is the only
example that I liave obtained. Eggs of the
House Wren {Trn(/lodyte,<i (edon) from Iowa,
Illinois and Rhode Island present a uniform
average measurement of ..5S. Those of rar.

parkinani of Califoinia are a trifle larger.

Of the ParUhf, tlie eggs of the Chickadee
{Pant.s afrirai>llhis) in Rhode Island and the
rar. arcidcufalin of Oregon present the .same
average, but eggs of the tyi»e from Illinois are
somewhat .superior in size.

In the Pnlioi>fid:v the average mea.surement
of eggs of cceriilea in New Jersey and var.

plumbea of Arizona are alike, but eggs of the
type from Texas and Mississippi are smaller.

The thrush family is represented by two
species of as many genera, the Hylochichlldce

and Merttiklce. The former is represented by
ustnlata and its var. Hwalnsoni, specimens of

the type averaging .78 of an inch in Oregon,
and .74 in California. Eggs from (rrand Ma-
nan average the same as tiie latter.

In the genus Mernla, eggs of the Robin aver-

age alike in Minnesota and Michigan, while the
western variety from California are larger.

Thus we find that a series of measurements
of the eggs of twenty-seven species of birds

show a decided and generally uniform varia-

tion in size, becoming larger in an advance
from south to north, and from east to west.

Reviewing first the variation of northern and
southern specimens, we find that the rule of

variation, as established by Baird, is much
more uniform among birds that are least devel-

oi)ed, say birds as low as the raptores and
lower in the scale, and is also frequent among
a few non o.^cine.s which are more highly devel-

oped, but ill l»irds highly organized, excepticms

are mudi more fre(jueiit.
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The same generalization with a few more

variations is equally applicable to specimens

from east to west, eggs becoming larger to the

westward, with the exception of that part

occupied by the arid region of Arizona and the

western part of New Mexico and Colorado, and

among highly developed birds— the narrow

belt of land on the Pacific coast and lying be-

tween it and the nearly parallel Coast Range.

Those familiar with the topographical map of

the United States will remember that there is a

gradual increase of altitude in an advance

from the Appalachian Mountains which form

the western boundary of the Atlantic C^oast

district to the western base of the Rocky

Mountains, while the territory situated be-

tween the latter and the Coast Range, forms a

vast plateau, and is the highest table-land in

North America, and the narrow belt west of the

Coast Range is comparatively on the sea level.

Thus we find that with the exception of that

part of the Central Plateau in the immediate

vicinity of Arizona, the increase in altitude cor-

responds to the increase in size of eggs as

shown by the data already given. Having seen

the effect of latitude and altitude upon the size

of eggs, let us see what plausible explanation

can be offered as the cause of such effect.

We know that an increase in latitude and

altitude cause an inverse change in tempera-

ture. We also have found that eggs increase

in size in proportion to latitude or its equiva-

lent, and we know that the same phenomenon

is noticeable in the birds themselves, and the

coincidence of these facts would seem to be a

signification of some relation between them.

As it is impossible that the size of a bird or

egg lias any effect from climate or temperature

we infer that if a co-relation exists, size must

be modificable by latitude or the effect of lati-

tude upon climate.

.

According to the theory of evolution the

laws of natural selection and individual varia-

ti(m wt)uld be important factors in the solution

of the question.

It is believed that at the advent of the last

Glacial period, birds in common with other

animals were obliged to retreat to the south

and the migrants, added to the number already

inhabiting the regions free from ice, caused an

overstocking of that territory, to such extent

that a competition fierce enough to tax every

energy to its uttermost to find subsistence was

the result.

Under such circumstances the receding (»f

the ice was rapidly followed up by a few intent

upon reaching a place free fiom competition.

and these pioneers, being joined by others of

their kind, again pushed on in the advance.

As they returned to the north, the difference

in climate, having less effect upon the more
robust individuals, the point in their favor

placed them above their associates in the

struggle for existence, and the beneficial

change was kept up and extended by natural

selection, so that in time the superiority of the

individual became a trait common to all.

If such variation will occur among birds

when sufficient cause is given, it is equally

probable that the eggs of birds may be infiu-

enced in the same way.

We will suppose that when the videttes of

the force advancing northward reached a

higher latitude than the mass of its kind, it

chanced to produce eggs a little larger than

the average. As the axiom "Large bodies

cool more slowly than those of smaller size"'

can not be disproved, it will at once be seen that

such eggs would have been better able to with-

stand the greater vicissitudes of climate conse-

quent to the increase of latitude, or in other

words the case of individual variation resulted

favorably to the egg, .and the chick when
hatched might have been more developed in

its several parts than others, and finally become

a larger bird than the average. A larger and

better organized bird could have withstood

more hardships, but it is very probable that it

would have required more food than a smaller

one, and in the regions quitted, this would have ,

been a serious drawback, but in its new envi-

ronment, competition would have been less

severe and so allowed a greater food supply.

Thus the variation in the egg would have been

a permanent benefit, and only permanent bene-

fits are fostered by natural selection.

It is to l>e remembered that envinmment

determines the worth of variations, and had a

change like the above occurred in the crowded

district it svoidd have been speedily blotted

out, as such variation in an egg would not

have been of any particular advantage in a

warm climate, and the increased amount of

food required by the bird would have been ex-

tremely difficult to obtain.

The measurements show an increase of size

in uniscm to that of latitude, as before stated,

and my conclusion is that the two facts must

be related as I have described, the api)arent

contradictory evidence in the smallness of

Xew Mexican and Arizonian eggs, being due

to the extreme heat of summer in that locality

which counterbalances, to a measure, the ef-

fects of altitude. Ilarrn Gordon White.
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A Very Peculiar Bird.

A very straiiye bird, one wliose peculiarity

in never biiildiu'^ a nest of its own is known to

all oolojjists, is the Oowbird, or as otherwise

known to many, the Cow Buntinjj, Cowpen
bird and Cow Blackbird, and scientifically as

Mi)lntln-itx (iter {\iin\i\.) Vjv.vy . Although a fa"

miliar bird to almost all of those who study

the avian fauna of North America, and classed

as a common sjiecies in nearly all portions of

the United States, it is, nevertheless, but little

understood by students of bird life, and those

devoted to the elucidation of the enigmas

which arise so often to startle and perplex us.

Thinking a few remarks on this familiar spe-

cies would not come amiss, the wiiter offers

the present article, tiusting at least to cause

some to investigate anil give extra information

on the peculiarities of the breeding habits of

this interesting and apparently unnatural bird.

Several ye.ars ago my attention was drawn to

the fact that the number of eggs laid l)y the

Cow Bunting was not given in any work that I

had met with, and further, that many habits

])eculiar to the species were not understood, or

at least but partially compiehended. The fol-

lowing queries ultimately suggested themselves

after considerable thought, namely: 1. What
is the number of eggs laid by the Cowbird in a

clutch? 2. Does the ('owl)ird use judgment
in depositing eggs as to number, in accordance

to size of nest invaded or the number of eggs

to be laid by the rightful owner? ;). Does the

Cowbird usually select nests that already ccm-

tain egg or eggs of the owner, and when empty
nests are selected is it done because the Cow-

bird is pressed for time and cannot find another

nest? 4. Is the Cowbird polygamous? 5. Ts

the Cowbird as secret about invading the nest

of another bird as generally supposed? (i. Does

the Cowbird ever assume the duties of a par-

ent by incubating its hopes of future posterity,

or, later, supply its own otTspring with food?

7. What is the i)iriod of incubation, if we can

so express it, when represented by the devotion

of the rightful owner of the nest to the alien

eggs? Lastly will the imposed on owner of

the nest hatch seveial alien eggs when there

are none of her own in the nest?

In Michigan where the writer's observations

have been mainly made during the last twenty
years, the Cowbird has api)eared on an average

March 29th, the earliest ariival being March
Ifith, and the latest April i)th. About May
10th the birds are piepared to drop eggs into

almost any inviting nest. Previous to that

date fully constructed nests of the right

species are rather scarce.

From May ir)tli, when the smaller species are

prepared f(u- household duties, to July 1st, the

Cow Bunting is ever on the qui vive to surprise

owners of homes with the unwelcome dona-
tions. At the time of arrival only males are

seen, and it is fair to say that the females
arrive about four days later. On pleasant,

sunshiny days both sexes may be seen sitting

in lazy contentment along fences or in the

trees, the males endeavoring to effect their

unmusical splreele, uttered in a drawling
manner. At this time the feathers are ruffled

up about the neck, the bird appearing much
like the Red-wing Blackbird in his actiims.

There is also a call note, uttered by both sexes

sounding like squeak. The species is emi-

nently gregarious from the time it arrives

until it departs, the two sexes apiiearing to be

about equal in numbers excepting during the

active season of laying when the females are

undoubtedly occupied hunting around for

asylums wherein to deposit their eggs. At
this time the males predominate in numbers
and may be easily identified, as their glossy

coats form a marked contrast to the dull

brown of their companion's apparel. In late

May and June the males appear to outrank the
females in about the projiortion of three to

two. Later in the season when the young are

associated with the adults and after moulting
is over the sombre coats prevail.

The Cowbirds are gregarious during the

entire season, but are more inclined to con-

giegate during spring and after moulting,

often associating with large fioeks of the Busty
Crackles, and occasionally with the common
Crow, Blackbirds and Redwings during au-

tumn. They usually fly in flocks of five to

eight during breeding season, but may be

found in fioeks of twenty to fifty later in tha

season.

As to the number of eggs laid by this .species

I am at a loss to state with certainty, but will

give a few observations that approach accuracy.

One day I secured a female alive, and as she

was only injured slightly in the wing I deter-

mined to save her in order to examine her

habits. The date of capture was May 27th,

and as she fed greedily <m the mixed insect

and other foods that were offered the follow-

ing day, there was but little doubt but the

cai)tive would survive. On May 29th an egg

with the characteristic form and markings

was laid in the cage, quite forty hours after

she became a prisoner. From this I was sat-
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isfied that tliis egg was the first of the clutch,

a view which was strengthened by the dis-

covery of a second egg just twenty-eight hours

after the first one was seen. The second egg

was deposited like the first upon the fioor of the

cage, but quite at the otlier end of her prison.

A nest of the catbird containing three eggs of

that species, was now placed upon the perch

and fastened to the wires, and tlie third day

of deposition was anxiously looked for, but no

addition was seen up to my retiiing hour,

thirty-two hours after the second one appeared;

but on arising early the next morning, the first

of .June, the third egg was found close to the

second. On this day the bird refused to eat,

and, as bird fanciers express it, looked dump-
ish. The morning of June 2d I found the re-

mains of a once perfect egg. It appeared to

have fallen and been broken. This day the

bird died, as I felt convinced, of blood poison-

ing, as the wing where it joined the body was

in a state of gangrene. Dissection proved that

no more eggs were in a state of formation for

tliis clutch. All of the eggs were laid within

a space of eighty-five hoius. That is from the

time the first egg was deposited to the date of

the last addition. Many times have I met

with nests containing four eggs of the Cowbird

besides the eggs of the rightful owner of tlie

nest, and have been impressed with tlie idea

that the four had been laid by the same bird,

so symmetrically exact was the apparent clutch,

both in form, size and markings. Only once

have I met with five eggs of the Cowbird in

one nest, and they were so dissimilar that it

was evident at a glance that they were laid by

different Cow Buntings.

In every instance that I have recoi'ded in my
note-book, and they are numerous, I have had

it impressed upon me that the Cowbird is in-

fiuenced by the size of the nest in laying a

large number of eggs in one nest, rather than

by tlie juimber of eggs to be laid by tlie legiti-

mate owner. Of course what we term instinct

in tlie lower animals asserts itself in some way
in tliese cases, and the Cowbirds judge as to

the ability of tlie contemplated foster parents

to provide for the unwelcome nur.slings, by

the size of the nest. Once I met with a Blue-

bird's nest in a very large excavation, con-

taining five blue eggs and four speckled ones,

and ill this case the speckled eggs were evi-

dently laid by the same female, judging from

size and markings. Tliis was in early May,

when but few birds are nesting that are im-

posed on by tliese parasites. It is not common
to find Bluebirds suffering from the persecu-

tions of Molothrun in Michigan, and rare to

find over two alien eggs in a nest of Sialia.

I am satisfied that the Cowbird is occasion-

ally mistaken in laying more than is intended

through not identifying the eggs of its own
species. This occurs often in the Chewink's

case, and that too at a time when tliere is

room for all. It is not uncommon to find four

eggs of this sycophant in a nest containing

three or four Chewink's eggs, and some of the

latter would almost exactly resemble some of

the former. In the case of the vireos and

small warblers it is iniusual to find more than

one or two Cowbird' s eggs in a nest, although

a Red-eyed Vireo's nest containing four of the

interlopers is now before me.

Third, the subject of this sketch usually

selects nests containing one or more eggs of

the original architects, although all have met
with numerous instances where one, two and

three eggs of the Cowbird occupied a nest of

some disconsolate pair which had been scared

away by the too rapidly accumulating testi-

monials without attempting to assert their

rights in any way. It is my opinion that in

the face of so great a fraud the swindled erst-

while householders invariably leave their claim

and seek other quarters. The largest number

of Cowbird' s' eggs that I liave yet found occu-

pying one nest in which the owner had not yet

laid was four. The nest was tliat of the

Golden-crowned Tlirush. Strange to say, al-

though the female was sliot near at liand,

there were no legitimate eggs lying outside of

the nest, as is often the case, particularly witli

the Chewink and some of the larger birds.

More singular still is the fact that the eggs

which were uniform in size, etc., were incu-

bated eijually to about the fifth or sixth day.

Is the f -owbird ]>olygamous? We frequently

see it described so, but as yet there is no proof

positive. In my (qiiniou it may with equal

propriety be called polyandrus. It is, how-

ever, reasonable to suppose that the birds pair

at the beginning of the season, and remain

faitlifiil to each other at least during spring

and summer.

Are the birds of this species as secret in

their invasions of other birds' nests as is gen-

erally considered'.' From ac^tious observed by

me, I am satisfied that tlie legitimate owner of

the house is often driven from tlie nest by the

male ("owbird to allow the female an oppor-

tunity to occupy the same, but in the large

majority of cases the alien eggs are surrep-

titiously deposited duiiug absence of rightful

owner.
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As t > tlie (Jowbinl occupying; tlie nest in

order to continue tlie duties of incubation,

temporarily abandoned by the owner of the

nest while in search of food, I cannot i)Osi-

tively assert, but once in an instance where

the mother bird was killed by ndstake, a fe-

male Cowbird was observed to leave the nest

the f(dlowin<;- day as if she were sittin<>-. The

eiin's were inc\ibated quite a week, and it was

eertain that she was not there for the purpose

of layin<;', foi- as yet 1 have never observed a

fresli eg<;' of the ("owbird in a nest where the

other efffi's were incubated, and very rarely

liave I seen an a<hlled Cow bird's es{>- in a nest

occupied by other eu}i,s. I feel certain that

the parent Cowbirds do at least keep the nests

occupied by their ejjfts under surveillance, and

this espionaji'e may extend to the <;uardian-

sldp of the tlediiiin<;' in an<l out of its foster

]tarent"s home. It is not claimed t!i;it tlie

(\u\- Bnntiu};' is a brave bird, nor do I wish to

elevate it in tlie estimation of my readers, but

the natural instinct of protection of its

younji", exhibited to a marked de<;ree by many
species and more or less prominent as a trait

in nearly all. is shown by the Cowbird in at

least one case to my knowledjie. I refer to an

instance where I saw a Bluejay on the point

of despoilin>j the nest of a Vireo, diiven away
by a pair of (Cowbirds in a most valinnt man-

ner. On p;oin,o' to the nest a lar<;e overjirown

Cowbird was found occupyiui;" the larfjest

share of the structure, while a poor little Ked-

eyed Vireo occupied a small spnce at the

Itottom, and beneath his bif;' foster brother.

It would be a very interestini"' fact could it

be demonstrated by the placin<; in continement

of an adidt Cowbird with its own olTspriui;'.

to watch the care exhibited by the natural

parent feedin<>- its (»wu youn<i.

However, I have never taken a fem:ile whose

abdomen and breast indic-ated that incubiition

had been followed, neither have I seen an old

Cowbird feedinj;- younj;-.

The period of incubation as observed by me
several times is between eleven and twelve

days. A <;reat many times that I attemi)ted

t.> accurately determine this i)eriod my })i-os-

pects have been upset fiom several untoward

events. The owner of the nest often left it,

either from my too freijuent j)resence or the

persecution of the imposter, but in two in-

stances the i)eiiod was quite nccurately de-

termined. From the fact that the owner cndy

besi'ins sittinu; after its complement was laid,

merely coverin<i' the eg^s at ni<;ht or perhaps

in inclement wenther before thnt time, it

shows that even the most careful calculations

may be incorrect. This occurs, perhaps, from
the fact that the alien egg beinji' so much
lar<;er than the le<;itimate (mes, or that it

almost always rolls into the centre from its

superior wei<iht. In either case it comes into

more direct contact with the breast of the

lioverinji' bird.

Furthermore, the Cowbird's ejiji's are always
laid soon after the first e<i<;' is obseive<l by the

parasite, and often before. In many complete
sets of Yellow Warblers, Vireos, and Redstarts,

where efj^gs of the sycophant also occupied the

nest, the following;' was observed on removin<''

the contents: althou,<;h one, two, or all of the

legitimate ejif^s were fresh, the Cowbird's e<r<>-

or egffs were almost invariably slii^htly ad-

vanced in incubation. How cm this be ac-

counted f(M'.* First, the owner may as I su<r-

fjested, touc'.i tlie larjjjer eji'^is when coverin""

all at niyht. It is quite possible, however,
that the anxious mother or father Cow Bunt-
in,t>' may incub:ite when the chance otters, at

the time when ej^j^s are lirst laid. Fiom two
well studied cases I have fairly concluded that

the period of incubation, as observed in tlie

sitting' of the iled-eyed Vireo and liedstait on
the e<ii;s of iiiDlot/trus, is between eleven and
twelve days in duration. I cannot say exactly,

as the younji' wcu> in both cases duly hatched
durinj;- the niu'ht, being there in the morninti',

and not a pip in the egj;s the night before.

I feel (juite safe in saying that the old Cow
Buntings in some way influence the incubation

in favor of their own thick-shelled eggs in all

ca,ses where they are laid in the nests of small

birds.

Will an iiiii)osed-on bird sit on a clutch

composed entirely of Cowbird's eggs? I think

in no case, but I know of two instances, both

in the case of Chewinks, where the rightful

eggs were rolled or thrown from the nest in

an advanced stage of incubation, either by the

Cow Bunting or in error by the aggrieved Che-
winks, where the young Cowbirds were ulti-

mately hatched in all security.

Cases are common where suffering birds at^

temi»t to build over the offending es:<i' or eiiirs.

often with success. The Yellow Warbler is

especially artistic aiul energetic in its efforts

to ciicumvent the dreaded incubus, and will

fre(iuently sacrifice one of its own eggs, or

more rarely two, in the effort to inhume the

detested aliens forced upon them. It is not

rare to lind these double-storied nests, and I

judge that there are many of them to-day in

collections, of which the owners are ignorant.
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My attention was first brouffht to a nest of

this natnre by accidentally ciusliinof an enclosed

egff in a nest, and observint;; a characteristic

and not unfamiliar smell.

'J'he Yellow Warbler and Ked-eyed Vireo

have a decided peculiarity in nearly always

leavin<i- their nests alone and unprotected usu-

ally (juite a time before layin<;- their e<i;<i;s.

I'erhaps they are waitinji' to find out what

kind of a neifihborhood they are sum merino-

in, and are endeavoring' to satisfy themselves

as to tlie desirability of tiieir chosen site. Be

that as it may, they often make tlie severe

mistake of too great caution, and encounter

difficulties from which the Vireo cannot es-

cape, and our little Summer Yellow IJird only

by tlie use of skill and great i):iins. For tlie

C'owbird, that villainous i)lebeian of most im-

moral social views, is ever on the alert to

discover a nest of the absent Warbler.

A nest now before me finely illustrates the

determination of the warbler to succeed in

rearing an unmixed family. This nest is a

tliree-storied one, one where tlie biids twice

covered the eggs of the intriulers. During the

early part of the construction of the nest a

foolish ('()wl)ird, anticipating too early, laid an

egg wiiich was soon covered by the warblers

ere completion. Two eggs were laid by the

lri])l)y birds when they were again imposed

on by the interpoler. This did not discourage

them but witii determination, jxtssibly borne

of former years' experience, they doomed tiieir

own two eggs in order to be liil of the Cow-

bird's and buried them all, building still

another story, and making a remarkably high

structure. Tiiey again essayed their work of

love, and wiien the nest fell into my liands

tliere were two eggs in the upi)er stiuy or nest

proi)er well advanced in incubation.

Ill my own experience tlie following named

species of l)ir(ls ari' imposed upon in Michigan,

namely:* Wood Tiirusli, 2; IJluebird, 4; Yel-

low Warbler, :'>; (Miestnutsided Warbler, 2:

Maryland Yellow-throat, 2; (Golden-winged

Warbler, 1; Redstart, 2; Hooded Warbler. 1;

Golden-crowned Thrusli,4; Scarlet T:iuager, 2:

Hlue-gray Gnatcatcher, 1: (hipping Si)arrow, I;

Song Sparrow, .'>; Hose-breasted (irosbeak, 2;

Ciiewink, o; Indigo Bird, 1; Wood I'ewee, 1;

Traill's Flycatclier, 1; Acadian Flycatcher, 1. I

have also heard on good authority of the Least

Flycatcher, Cedar Bird, and Small-billed Wnter

Thrush in Southern Michigan.

The eggs of this species dift'er greatly in size,

but contrary to what might be a nice theory

broached by a friend of mine, namely, "that

the small eggs were laid in the small nests and

the big ones alongside of large eggs," I have

found it to be in no way regulated by any piin-

ciple of the kind.

The largest egg which I have discovered of

this species was taken frcun a nest of the Eed-

eyed Vireo. The dimensions average in one

hundred and thirteen eggs in my collection

.84 X .60. The largest egg that I have seen

was .1)5 X .09, and the smallest, now before nie,

almost globular, .07 x .00. The maikings difier

as widely as the dimensions, so much so that

it is often with difficulty that they are distin-

guished from Song Sparrows, Chewinks and

(rolden-crowned Thrushes. In nearly all the

eggs the gr(unid color is a dirty white, covered

more or less thickly with fine dots, generally

thicker toward the butt of the egg and often

forming a ring. 'I'he dots or blotches are us-

ually of a light brown or leddish.

Occasional eggs have the markings a faint

bluish or nearly black. Often the eggs are

almost white, having hardly any markings-,

and again are so thickly marked with fine dots,

generally brown, that the ground color is much
oI>scured. Sometimes the whole surface is

blotched with large sjtots of various cohns on

different eggs. The egg more nearly resembles

the eggs of the miserable, detestable, but pro-

lific English Sparrow than that of any American

bird, I think.

What the reasons are that the egg of a bird

that does not build a nest of its own should be

cohued and marked as this bii'd's is. is more

than I would undertake to jirove. but many of

my readers may have ideas that may throw

light on the subject.

Coues, in his liirds <>/ flic NorfJiwfsf, page

ISO, gives an excellent history of this sjiecics,

and refers to what he sujiposes may have

caused the peculinrities in the habits of the

Cowbird. Jl/orr/.s- Gihh>i.

Kal.Tin;izoo, Midi.

One Days Egging.

*Tlie immliers at tlie rijilit of each name indicate

the lar}4est number fit f'uwliinl's esfr-' I ever saw in a

nest of the S])eeies.

On May 2, lSSi>, my brother and myself

ctmcluded to make a round trij) and take a num-

ber of nests we thought ought to be ready by

that time; so armed with guns, irons, reed, line

and grai)i)ling hooks we started forth early in

the morning, and proceeded to a tract of

pines half a mile from home. I'assing by oup

nest of I)i'ii<lr<>!i-(i (hnuhiicit as not yet ready.
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we proceeded to the otiier end of tlie pines,

and my brotlier i)nt on the irons and i)ro-

ceeded to collect a coui)le of sets of the IMne

Warbler (/>. piivts) which awaited ns there.

The first nest was only twenty feet hifjh, and
seemed easy to take, hut the nest was firmly

hound to the linih and the reed only tore ont the

lininj;' of the nest, whicii however proved

cpiite snfticient to convey fonr egfi^s safely to

liand. The other nest twent.\-five feet hifili

furnished an incubated set of three.

Ilavinj;' no furtiier business in that locality

we packed u]» our eygs. and leaving the pines

went on to a tract of mixed woods, and pas-

sin<;' thr(uiyii them came to an old cow
pasture near a house. Here my brother went
up a dead pine to look for a IJrown-headed

Nuthatch's {Siftn ptisillK) nest which wasn't

there, while I examined a hole in an apple

tree which some Tufted Tits (LojiJiop/KdU's

hicolor) had been buildinji" in. Here we were
more successful as six fresh eji^ns rewarded
our trouble. The bird Hew off the nest ri<;ht

away when I started up the tree and presently

came back with a hu,i;e bunch of ho<>' bristles

to cover the e5j,<;s with. The hole was only

seven feethis;h and was lined with hoi>' bristles,

••leen moss, and root strips.

A further tramp of about a mile brought

ns to a small tract of pines, and a foity-two

feet climb gave my brother a third set of Pine

Warbler's ctmsisting once more of four eggs.

Having been all the morning on the up-

1 inds we now turned info the creek valley to

come back, and soon came to a nest of the

]>lue-gray (Jnatcatcher (Po</op^(7'r r(enile(() in a

dead jnue. The nest was twelve feet high and

not reachable from the trunk of the tree, so

the grappling hooks were tied on the leed, and

after considerable manipulation the set of foui'

eggs was landed in safety. The female did not

a]»pear during all the performances, but the

male showed c<uisiderable anxiety.

After this we started ujt tlie creek, wading

the various channels, often knee de^^j) and more,

in water or worse in mud or sand, till we came
to a dead willow stub whicli was used by a

pair of Tufted Tits. 'I'hc stub was rotten and

the hole fifteen feet u]), so we tied the shaky

concern to another one a trifle less shaky, and
also propped it \ip with sticks of wood and
stntfed the hole up with cotton. .My brother

then stirted nj) the stub, and after several en-

deavors got the nest and all that was therein

and came down again. (I forgot to say we broke

the top of the stub off at the h<de). This guve

US seven fresh eggs to pack u]> just as the fe-

male came up with a bunch of cotton to see

what was the matter.

Hightat this point we .separated, my brother
keeping on up the creek while I waded across

and went up a branch to inspect a nest of Lou-
isiana Water Thrush (Seiiirit.s innfarilht). On
ai>proachiug it the female came from her nest,

l)laced under the bank some thiee feet above the
water, and flew off in alarm. Five fresh eggs
were my reward this time. Packing them up
r tramped across a neighboring field to a tract

of tall pines and then sat down and waited for

my brother, amusing myself by knocking a

Flying Squirrel out of his liole in the

meanwhile. On my brother joining me I

showed him a Pine Warbler's nest seventy feet

high in a tall pine.

Fonr incubated eggs lewarded his climb and
we then rested a while. Once more crossing

the creek I walked up a small sweet gum and
got a set of four Brown-headed Nuthatch from
a hole twelve feet high in the dead top. The
nest was composed chiefly of pine seed leaves

and a few bark strips, and the Nuthatches
showed more anxiety than usual.

As it was now about three o'clock we turned
our faces homeward by way of the creek bot-

tom, and impelled by hunger and weariness s()on

reached our destination, calling on a Blue-gray

(ruatcatcher by the way, but as she had only

two eggs we did not molest her, and that

finished our day's work. We had taken forty-

one eggs and three biids, the latter a ^ Prairie

Warbler (D. discolor), a House Wren (7'. (eilon)

and a Water Thrush (Short-billed .s. mevhis).

Just as I had nearly finished my share of the

day's work, a boy came along with the an-

nouncement that he found the nest of a very re-

markable bird which I couldn't make head or

tail of from his description, so as I had a little

leisure time I went with him to look at it, and
was introduced to a Yellow-billed Cuckof) with-

out a tail sitting on one egg in a stick nest in a

brier patch. The nest was six feet high and
lined with roots. Some days later she laid a

second egg, and on my final visit I found both

eggs broken in the nest. I was rather sur-

prised to see a nest so early in the year, especi-

ally as I had not seen or heard a single Cuckoo
previously this si)ring. ('. s. ]}flmh]/.

P.;ileij;li, X. ('.

Begin the New Year by sending in your sub-

scription to the O. it O. The price, .$1.00 per

ye.ar, is so low that it is hardly woith men-
tioning.
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A Day's Egging in an Illinois Swamp.

On June "), 18S7, a friend and myself went

to a swamp near Lacon, 111., wliicli is a succes-

sion itf lakes from one to two miles long by

alxuit six to eight hundred yards wide, and

with marsliy ridges of land. The whole cov-

ers a space of nearly ten scjuare miles, and is

interspersed with small and shallow ponds

grown up with weeds and rushes, patches of

large timber and small loamy creeks — in fact

a i)aradise for water and other birds. In tliis

swamp in the early spring I have found nests

of the Bald Eagle (Ilalkeet.ufi leucorejilKdiis),

lled-Tailed Hawk {liitteo hnrcalis), Cooper's

Hawk {Arrtpifer coopcvl). Long-eared Owl

(Ax'k) irils(nti((uiis), I3aried Owl {Si/i-iiiiiiii iwhii-

/o,s((;«), and (xreat Horned Owl (Hiflxt rir<ii)i-

/Vr/nf.s). There is also a small heronry near

the upper end, and Swami) Warblers are very

identiful, as are also the Swallows and Vireos.

We entered by a small creek full of dead

stumps, and had hardly jiroceeded up it a

hundred yards when the first lind of the day

was made, and a very curious one \t was too.

A stumj) had been broken off above the water

leaving (piite a cavity in one sicU-, and a King-

bird {l\i/nituiitfi li/i-iiiuins) liad taken ]iossession

of this and made its nest and laid tliree eggs.

'IMiere she was down in a liole just as much at

home apparently as though she ha<l been a

Woodpecker or an Owl. We IJiought this

was a ratlier (pieer place for a Kingbird to nest

and passe<l on leaving her alone.

We now pushed up the <'reek, both sides of

which were covered with rushes, to where the

creek came out of the swamp, and there a sight

uH't our eyi's which woidd make a bii'd lover"s

heart glad, for si)read out before us was a level

expanse of Hags, rushes, etc.. about a mile

in diameter, and the watei' was from ten

iuclies to tliree feet dee]), with heie and there

a small slu-et of water of about an acre in

extent nearly free from reeds or vegetation of

any kind. Tlie whole landscape seemed liter-

ally alive with birds. Long-billed Marsh Wrens
(('istoflinrns pdhiKffiN). Yellow-headi'd lUack-

birds
{
X<iitllnic('i>li(lhix .rdiilliorcplnlhis), IJed-

winged IJlackbirds (A(/('l((iii.s plitfnircux),

(;reat Ulue Herons (Ardca licvixlinx), American

Hitterns (nohniritK Icnt'Kjhtoxiis.) Least Bitterns

(
lidhiiiriis c.r///.s),< 'oots {Fiilira (imerhutua), Hor-

idi (ialliuules (fTalliiuiliKjdlfdfd), Pied-billed

Grebes (Podllijinbui^ j)odlr('i)ti), and Ducks of

several kinds were to be seen in a ft^w nu)-

ments' observation from the boat. We i)ushed

through the reeds to a large i>atch of bulrushes

and then stuck, as the vegetation was too

much for us.

AVe had on rubber boots that came up to our

knees, but the water was about two and a half

feet dee]). I was carefully testing its dejith

when I got in over the toji of my boots, so I

waded on, and had hardly i)roceeded twenty

feet from the boat when I sawasusj^icious look-

ing bunch of I'eeds. and on examining it closer

I found that it contained a set of Floiida (ial-

linule's eggs. My friend was ojijiosed to getting

wet, but when he saw those he lost no time in

tumbling out of the boat also. He soon found

a C'oot's nest with six eggs, and a set of three

eggs of the Black Tern {fli/drorhelidon n'Kjni

siniiiaiiifunix) next fell to my lot. We both

])ushed forward and I succeeded in finding

numerous sets of eggs of Coots, (4allinules,

Black Terns, Least Bii:terus. an I Long-billed

Marsh Wrens' eggs, but nothing rare.

At noon we come bat-k to the boat and found

we had collected six sets of eggs of Florida

fTallinvde (tour sets of eight and twosets of six)

:

seven sets of Coot (two of seven and live of

six); three sets of Least Bittern (one of five

and three of four), and two sets of Long-billed

Marsh Wren of seven, and one of five.

In the afternoon we went deejier into the

swam]), got lost, and were rained on by the

hardest rain I ever saw; and we had nothing

to cover us but the reeds — a very jioor shell ei'.

Although we made a great hiuit that after-

noon we could find nothing new. We would

scare an American I>ittern. and on going to the

l)lace from which it arose in the ex])ectation of

finding its nest we only met with disajJi^oint-

ment. Neither could we find a single Grebe's

nest. I also wanted ])articularly to find the

nest of the Yellow-headed Blackbird, but

signally failed, for alth(uigh theie were ])lcnty

of birds we could not find any of their eggs.

The Coots seemed to be more i)arfial to the

])laces where the reeds weie very tall and

dense, whih' the (iallinules would build in the

more oi)en si)aces; sometimes they were found

where you could see their nests fo.- seventy-

five yards.

The nests of the Least Bitterns were all

made of sticks, and i)laccd amongst the dens-

est of the reeds rarely nutre than a foot above

the water. Their nests were in all cases found

well (uit in the lake and none were near tin'

maigin.

We found the usual number of emi)ty nests

of the Long-billed Marsh Wren and only

about one in four contained eggs.

Lticoii. III. /'. ^f liiinies.
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Nesting of the Florida Cormorant.

It was with miicli interest I read Mr. C. J.

Pennock's artic-lo on tiiis subject in O. & O.

October number. As my experience is some-

what different from his it may perhaps be of

interest.

A small colony of Cormorants have their nest-

in<'' places on an islan<l in the Myakka River,

Florida. This place I visited on June 8th,

188!). I found the colony consisted of a dozen

nests, which were placed in small man<>"rove

bushes. The nests were rather loosely built of

dead twi<;s without any lining'. Several of

the nests had no e<;t;s; these I found liad been

collected by another collector three days be-

fore my visit; he infoiined me that the ejjgs

were heavily incubated.

Of tlie other nests three had young birds

probably three or four days old, three had

lieavily incubated eggs, and in one (a set of

three) incubation had just commenced, one

egg being almost fresh.

The birds which had lost their eggs would

I believe have laid a second set, but a colored

])lume hunter shot several and broke up the

rookery. He informed me that two of those

killed had eggs in them. T. T(»nasson.

l'uiit;i (iorda, Fla.

Nesting of the Pied-billed Grebe

I noticed that in the September, 18S!), O. & O.

Mr. \Vm. G. Smith had an article on the nest-

ing of the Pied-billed Grebe {PoiUh/inhnK potli-

reps), in which he gave it as his opinion that

tliis Grebe incubates its eggs by the warmth
of its own body rather than allowing them to

hatch by the heat generated by the decaying

vegetation which usually composes the nest.

We should all feel indebted to Mr. Smith
for this new informition, as it has hitherto

been .supposed that the Grebe invariably re-

lied on the decaying vegetation to furnish the

heat necessary to hatch the eggs.

At Minneapolis, ^linn., I had ample oppor-

tunities to observe the nesting habits of this

bird, and in that locality, as far as my exper-

ience went, I found that the birds never sat on

the eggs in the daytime. Whether or not they

do so in the night I am unable to say.

I have examined hundreds of their nests,

and in every case where tlie set was complete

the eggs were covered with the vegetable

matter. Incomplete sets of three, four or five

were generally lound uncovered. This is a

good point for the decaying theory it seems to

me, as the birds did not want the eggs to begin
to incubate until the full complement had
been deposited.

I have also noticed that the deeper the eggs
are imbedded in the refuse matter the more
incubated they are, a fresh set having just a
thin layer over them. I cannot account for

this unless the layer first put on loses its heat
after a time, and more is heaped on, for if we
dig into it we find that the deeper we go the

warmer it gets; and perhaps the Grebe realizes

that it is best to he certain that her already

incubated eggs do not become cold. But this

is only theory and will not be tolerated, facts

are what are wanted.

I have never seen a Grebe on her nest al-

though I have often come suddenly and noise-

lessly upon it. At other times I have been on
the edges of swamps where the weeds were
thin, and I could see three or four nests at a

time, and although the birds were sometimes
around they were never on or very near them.

I think it will be safe to say that the Grebe
does not sit on her eggs in that locality, but
relies on the decaying matter to hatch them.

Let us hear from others on the subject.

(rfn. G. Cantwell.
Lake Mills, Wis.

Nesting Site of the Brown-headed
Nuthatch.

In the October number of the O. & O. Mr.
Brimley records a majority of nests of this spe-

cies being found in stumps, etc., standing in or

close to water. I have collected a number of

sets of the eggs of this species, and have not

found such to be the case with those I found.

My collecting ground was Southwestern
Georgia— Thomas County. The country is

heavily wooded, and when cleared land occurs,

nearly every such field contains stumps and dead
stubs from ten feet to twenty-five feet in height,

and it is in such situations that I found a large

majority of my nests, and apparently without

regard to the nearness of water. In hunting

for the nests I would look out for a cleared

field bordering a wood, and containing dead
timber, then, by skirting the edge of the tim-

bei-, I rarely missed locating a pair of birds,

and the site was generally within fifty or one

hundred feet of the woods, occasionally close

to the edge, and four nests were found in the

woods, but two of these were close to a trav-

elled roadway. The wood was quite open.

I found these nests in stubs that were stand-

ing in water, open, shallow ponds, one of
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whicli was in a woods, but witliin fifty feet

of the edfje. One nest was in a telejiiapli

l)ole along the railroad and in the town, close

to a large hotel where hundreds of people and

teams passed daily. Several were found along

the roadside while driving. None were over

thirty feet from the ground, and probably

three-fourths were under ten feet up. I sel-

dom found more than one nest in a field, but

(m two occasions I found two within one hun-

dred yards of each other.

Five and six eggs were generally found when
sets were completed. In (me case four eggs

were found with incubation far advanced, and

in two instances I took sets of seven eggs.

One nest that had been located and watched

for several days was visited after sunset and

six eggs secured. On rapping on the stub

three adult birds fiew out, and I wondered

how the sexes were divided in such a happy

family. (J. J. Pi'muick.

Keiinett S(iuare, Pa.

Answer to a Sarcastic Inquiry.

In the "O. it O.'' of November last, Dr. W. S.

Strode of Beinadotte, 111., insinuates in a very

gentlemaidy way that I have trified with the

truth and invites me to let the public, and

liimself, into certain "difficult climbs'" during

an oological trip in Texas which I mentioned

in my "well written account" of said trip in

the "O. ct O. '• of June, 188!».

My friend the Dr. goes on to say that he read

my poor effort "with much interest"' and

draws my attention to certain parts which

"particularly struck my (his) admiration."

First of all I would like to insinuate in my
turn, in the most polite manner i)ossib]e, to

my friend the Dr., that only hyUjlit men can

successfully ridicule.

1 (lid not say that Mr. (4illiii climbed a

"Sycamore"' six feet in diameter, etc., "but I

<li(l say that he climbed a Cottonwood of that

dimension. Anyone who has seen a ("ott(m-

wood knows that its bark is rougli with very

deep grooves in it. In all his "tremendous
climbs" Mr. (4. simply used climliing irons,

and inserting his fingers in the giooves in the

bark, by his great strength and suppleness

worked his way up sone of the largest trees I

liave ever seen in my life.

All his climbs were made in the presence of

two men besides myself, two men who ai'e well

known to Mr. ,1. Parker Norris of the " O. A- O.,"

and they were astounded at the feats accom-
plished by Mr. Gillin.

The last Cottonwood he went up, although

comparatively speaking a short climb, was the

most difficult of all. As soon as he put his

spurs in the bark, it gave way like soft earth,

and even crumbled away beneath his hands.

Once or twice he got up as far as five or six

feet, hoping to reach the firm bark above, but

only to fall back again. Then, as I said in my
"well written account," he climbed to the top

of a tree near by, and connecting it with the

big one by a rope, climbed over on tlie rope,

fifteen feet or more, and at a distance of forty-

five feet from the ground. Tiie measurements
I gave are not guess-work, but the results of

measuring the two or more balls of cord Mr.

O. used in lowering from the nest the tin box

containing the eggs.

What wonld my friend the Dr. call me if I

were to tell him that I saw Mr. Gillin climb a

Cypress (not a "Sycam.>re") fifteen feet in di-

ameter, by holding on to the knots and irregu-

larities in the bark, and with his spurs? I am
afraid the Dr. would forget himself again.

But such is a fact. Such trees are not mi-

common in tlie river-bottoms of Texas, and this

one a man had lived in for ten years.

But then I supp ise my friend the Dr. would

have run up it like a scpiirrel, as he .says he

"has done some tall climbing."' The Dr.

seems to think that Mr. (i. is "entitled to the

belt as the prince of climbers," but Mr. Gillin

authorizes me to say that he resigns in favor

of the Dr.

I have not, in this short article, attempted to

give a very minute description of how Mr. G.

made his "difficult climbs"" for why should I?

Surely a few woids will be enougli to tell all 1

may know to a man of intelligence like unto

that of my friend the Dr.

(i. 11. Benncys.

Albino Quail.

I have mounted three albino cpiails which are

very handsome. There is said to be a whole

covey of them, but I was unable to find any

more than the above. Each bird has different

markings. The markings arc those of the

Virginia quail; small sjiot on crown, spot on

neck, part of rump, all the rest pure white ex-

cept bills, of which the ujjper mandible is daik

horn color and the lower white.

ir. n. M. Tnrtal.
AtfliisoTi, Kan.
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Nesting of the Arizona Hooded
Oriole at Riverside, Cal.

As all the iiccounts of the nestin<f of the

Arizona Hooded Oriole (Icterus citrnUatiis nel-

sinii) that I have seen are the results of obser-

vations in uncultivated regions, or where

native ve<!jetation abounds, I thought a few

notes from this locality nii<i,ht be of interest.

Therefore, in this article I will oive my ex-

perience with this bird in the settled district

(under cultivation) of Riverside; extendin<f as

it does over an area of about twenty sijuare

miles, and as this laud twenty years ago was

a dry plain, no stately sycamore nor live oak

stands to otter the usual favorite nesting place.

The i)ast season of ls->!) was a most favorable

one for the study of this bird, as they were

exceedingly abundant compared with previous

years, even outnumbering our "common
oriole." the hitlliirki. which before has been by

far the more common of the two.

The Arizona llctoded Oriole arrives here

about the middle of March, and probably com-

mences building the first week in April, as my
first nest contained a full set on April 2:5, and

I heard of others being taken a few days be-

fore. The nesting extends through May and
June, the latest date being .Fuly 1st. when a

fresh set was brought me.

The nest is almost always instantly distin-

guished from that of the Bullock's by its light

color— a peculiarity which is noticed in other

localities, I believe — and it is invariably com-
l)osed of fresh fibres of the Fan Palm (Wasfi-

iniitiDiUi filircra). which has been planted here

to a large extent. I have never seen the bulk

of a nest made of anything else.

Many nests contain no lining whatever, and
none are very elaborately finished. The ma-
jority merely have a small amount of a cottony

substance (also obtained from the palm), and
a few will contain two or three feathers, or a

long horse-hair.

F(U- the rearing of the first brood the nest.s

are usually suspended in overhanging branches

of the blue gum {Enrali/ptun (jlnhitht.s), but it

is a noticeable fact that the second nests are

more commonly attached to the leaves of the

palm tree. Wliy this is I do not know, unless

they want to begin laying as soon as possible,

and therefore build where material is most
easily obtained.

When in the palms the nests are fastened

directly to the under side of a large leaf, leav-

ing a small opening on one. or more often on

either side, for the bird to enter.

A nest composed of fresh, pale yellowish

material, thus suspended is a beautifid con-

trast against the green leaf, and is the hand-

somest of anything in the way of nests that I

have seen, especially when four nests are in

one small palm not over fifteen feet high.

While the eucalyptus and palm are the two
great favorite trees for nests, yet occasionally

they build in others, chiefly the cottonwood,

poplar, willow, and English walnut, and in one
instance a nest was suspended in a climbing

vine on a porch, but these are exceptional

cases. As a rule they do not build high, the

highest being not over twenty or twenty-five

feet from the gioand, while from six to fifteen

feet is the usual height.

In size and shape the nests vary considerably

but probably no more than those of other

birds, and not so much as some. The general

shape is cup-like, the greatest diameter being

at the top. Purse-shaped nests are very rare.

When placed in palms the tendency is to

spread out more, often assuming the appear-

ance of a hammock, and on several occasions

I have kn;)wn them s;) shallow that the eggs

have rolled out during a strong breeze. A
typical nest will measure about 2.75 xo. 2.5

inches, inside and outside diameter, and
3 x:>.50 inches in depth.

The eggs, in size, markings, and number
laid, are tlie sime as in other localities, and
as they have been sufficiently described by
others I will not take the time to do so, fur-

ther than to state that of twenty-one full sets

obtained last season, twelve contained four

and nine three eggs each, and I know of only

two instances where five were found.

Having parted with all my sets and having

failed to retain full data of each set, I will be
unaljle to make a list of them with date, de-

scription, etc., as I should like to have done,

but will describe a series of fifteen nests now
before me.

It is understood that all the following nests

are composed of palm fibres, and when lined

the material is stated.

I. Hung under palm leaf, lined with a little

cotton. f'up-shaped. Diameter inside and

out, 1.00 x ;}.!»(); depth, inside and out, 2 x;!.5U.

A very clean, almost white nest.

II. Fastened to three twigs in overhanging

branch of gum tree. Cotton lining. Cup-

shaped. Diameter, 2x8; depth, 2.10x;l25.

III. In palm; no lining; resembles nests of

.sparrows in form. Diameter, 2x4.10; depth,

1.90 X 2. ")0.

IV. In palm: very little cotton lining.
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Diameter, 2.50x4.00: depth, 2.75x8.75. A very

peculiar ne.st with a long "tail" extending l:)

inches from the pointed base.

V. A typical nest suspended in gum tree,

lined with cotton and one long hhu-k horse

hair. Diameter, 2.75x8.25; depth, ox:5.50.

Vr. In palm; little cotton, hammock-shaped,

higher on one side, inside diameters, 1..50x;5;

depth at lower edge, 1.25, at higher, 2.50.

VII. An old nest in gum tree, placed just

above a still older one; no lining to speak of;

diameter, 2x:]; depth, 2.50x8.50.

It is very seldom that they liiy in nn old

nest, even for the second brood.

VIII. A very tine nest suspended from hor-

izontal limb of English walnut, 10 feet from

ground; base rather bioader than to]); diam-

eter, 8x8.50; depth, 8.25x8.75.

IX. In palm; small amount of cotton lining,

a few long fibres hanging from l)ottom; diam-

eter 2.80 X 8.40; depth, 2 x 8.

X. Hung in gum tree: little lining of cotton:

more purse-shaped than any of the others;

diameter, 2.75 x8.80; depth, 8.50x8.75.

XI. In gum tree; cotton lining; cup-sha]icd;

diameter, 2.10x8.50; depth, 2.50x8.

XII. Another nest witli a long i)rotuberance

but on the side. In jtalm; cotton-lining,

hammock-shaped, inside diameters, 2x8 50;

whole diameter length-wise, including appen-

dix, 0.50; depth, 2.75x8.

XIII. A very odd affair consisting of a large

one-sided mass of fibres, 4.50x()x5 inches,

with a depression up in one corner 2 inches in

diameter by 2.25 in depth. Suspended by two

ends to palm leaf; lining of cotton.

XIV. Hung in gum tree; well lined with

cotton; cup-shaped. Diameter, 2.55x8.25;

depth, 2 x8.75.

XV. A very neat structure suspended at

vertices of three small horizontal limbs of gum
tree, and closely resembling in form and po-

sition a Vireo's nest. A little lining of cotton;

diameter, 2.50x8; depth, 2.50x2.75.

Kiv.-iside, Cal. Thfo. J). Ihinl.

Further Notes upon the Snowy Owl
Taken at Gloucester, on Nov. lo.

since the re(M)rd of the ca])turc of a Snowy
Owl at Gloucester on Nov. 10, which appeared

in the last number of the Ornithologist and

Oologist, it has been reported that the speci-

men in (question was an escaped bird which

was captured in Iceland and brought to this

port upon the halibut scdioonei', Aitlnir 1).

Story, ra]ttain .loseph Ryan.

This schooner returned from the coast of

Iceland about the middle of September, and if

the report be authentic it is puzzling how so

large a bird as the owl in question eluded ob-

servation for so long a time.

I have examined the specimen after it was

mounted, and find the tail feathers are some-

what soiled and worn, as would be expected of

a caged bird, but otherwise the plumage was
in perfect condition.

The stomach contained the fur and parts of

the skeleton of our common meadow mouse.

Ihirry (ionlon Wliilc.

Notes on the Small Spotted Wood-
peckers from the West.

While making notes for my description of

the new sub-species of woodpecker (Dryohdte.s

pKbesr.ensfuiiiiihis) published in a former num-
ber of the O. i\ir O.,* I had occasion to examine

the literature u\nm this group, and fully in-

tended to have indicated some of the (then

considered) species that have been given by

authors am;jiig the.se western woodpeckers.

1st. Malherbes describes a smaller, whiter

form of P. ijairducrii from the coast region of

Southern California.! This is, perhaps, ad-

missible as a sub s])ecies, but jtossibly not under

this name.

2d. Cabanis indicates, under the name of

Dryohates..homorHs,\ a form to which I wish to

call special attention as being directly opposite

in most characteristics to the Smoky Wood-

pecker, that I have given. Of this he says (I

give a translation of the original (ierman),

"Larger than the typical northern J), (/uird-

nerU, with larger wedge-shaped spots on the

upper wings and tertiaries, and with purer

white beneath." The locality is g^ven as

California.

This is undoubtedly a perfectly valid sub-

species, which ocK'urs in the interior to the

eastward of the range of the typical J), p.

(juirchin-ii of Audubon, just as 1). p. J'iniiiiliiH

occurs to the westward.

This, the typical (iairdners Woodpecker, is

an intermediate between the two, both in hab-

itat as well as, in a great measure, in coloration.

Of course (Jabanis' name should now read

Dryobates pxhfsrenft Iionioriis.

('. J. Miiiiudrd.

* Vol. XIV, i>asP .'JS.

tlMcus tnrati, MaU., Muii. Tic., i>. 125.

% Drjiohatex homoriis. Cali.. Mns., Hcin., 1\'. 2, ISC'!, ]i.

(i.5.
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The J. P. N. Collection of Eggs of

the Warblers.

NA.VK. SETS.

Hliuk and SVhite \Vail)ler, 1-4, >.)-',.

I'rotlioiiotary WarMf r,

:!-4. 1 «-.->. ;!_>-(;. if)-?, 2-8.

.•^wainsiin's Warl)lfr, T-;!. 2-4, 1-5.

Wonu-eatiii};' Warliler, !-.">, l-c,

HlnP-\viii<re(l Yellow Waililt'r.

I-:!, 1-4, L'-r.,

(;()I(li'li-wiii;;('(l \Varl)ler. 4-4, .'{-">,

Nasliville WarliU'r, l-.{. 4-4, !-.">,

Ltitescent \Varl)ler. l-;i. 1-4. l-.">,

Pardla Wail)ler, 2-2. 8-.3, 21-4, 8-5, 1-7.

Yellow Warbler, 11-3, 42-4, 25-'),

l?lack-tliroate<l Mine Warl.ler, l-.i.

Vellow-nniiiiPd Warliler. ;?-.!, 1-4. 2-5,

Audiibdn's Warbler, 2-4, 1-5,

Ulaek and Yellow Warliler. :!-:?, .5;?-4. 1-5.

f'eriilean Warbler, 1-4, 1-5,

(•hestinit-side<l Warbler. 4-.j, 11-4, 1-5,

lilaek-i.oll Warbler. I :!. 7-4, 10-5,

Hlackbtirnian Warbler, 1-4.

Yellow-tliroated Warbler. l-:i. 2 4.

Black-throated (Jray Warbler. 1-4.

(Joldeu-eheeked Warbler, f'i-4.

Ulark-throated (Jreen Warbler. >i-4.

I'ine Warbler. 18-4,2-5.

I'rairie Warbler, 2-.S, 10-4, 1-5,

Oolden-crowned Thrush, •;:{, 11-4, 15-5,

Siiiall-billeil Water Thrush. 2-4.

Karjie-billed Water Thrush, 2-4,0-5. l-C.

Kentucky Warbler. 1-.3. 4-4. 2-5.

.Macfiilvray's Warbler. l-:i.

Maryland Yellow-throat. 1-.".. 17-4, 2-5.

Western Yellow-throat, 5-4, 1

Yellow-breasted (hat. 1-2. 22-.3. C7-4, 1

XO.OF NO.OF
SETS. E«<i.'!.

in 4".)

I.onn-tailed (hat. l-.3,5

Hooded Warbler, 5-.-?, 18

Wilson's Warl)ler, 1

IMleolated Warbler, 1-.i, 1

Canadian Flycatchhii;- Waiblei-, 1-

Ainerican Redstart, C-:!, 2:j-4, 1-

Totals,
Ire. 4. 18S!I.

70

in

C,

•A

40

78

1

k;

IS

I

1

t;

!)

20

12

7

1

20

O.'?

c

2;i

1

2

1

:io

415

•M

11

17

.{1

24

12

15!)

.320

:!

2."?

i:i

22(>

9

01

8 1

4

11

4

24

.•50

82

51

187

8

59

2i)

:{

81

25

.341

2H

87

5

115

020 20.39

Wants Information.

Anyone liavin.o ;i leooid of any *>( tlic follow-

inji' hirds as occurrino' in tlie state nf .Minne-

sota will please conespond witii nie, the

material to enter into the "List of iJiids of

Minnesota," tliat I liave in i)reparatioii. I can

linil no record in tiiat state of tlie species

enninerated. some of which must occur.

Blne-ffray (Tnateatcher, fludsoiuan Cliicka-

dee. Trothonotary Warhler. Wonn-eatint;- War-

bler. Connecticut Warbler. Hooded \\';irl)U'r.

Trairie Warbler, l>e\vick"s Wren. Barn Owl.

Pipinji Plover, Hell's Vireo. Smith" s Lonospur,

Prairie Falcon. Ilarleiiuin Duck, Ked-necked

(Jrebe. rinnamon 'i'eal. American Scoter.

^rVf*. a. ('((iifirfll.

Lake .Mills, Wis.

Inca Dove at Austin, Texas.

It may be considered worthy of record that

an Inca dove {Hcanlafella inca) was taken at

Austin, Texas, on October 2:J, 1SS9. The
bird was shot while in company with two
others which escaped. It was positively iden-

tified and seen in the flesh by several gentle-

men, but unftirtunately conld not be preserved.

riiurlpn I). Ohlriijht.
Austin. Texas.

Brief Notes.

I.. S. Foster. .35 Pine street, Xew York, writes that he
would like full i>artioulars relating; to Snowy Owls
taken this season, contents of stomachs, etc. VVe

hope that our readers will assist him.

('apt. N. E. (4ould his taken five Snowy Owls off

Chatham this season.

A. M. Tufts of Lynn sent us three sjieoimens in I)e<\

We also received three from Seal Harbor, Maine, aboiU
the 20th. W. R. M. Tortat, Atchinson, Kan., reports six
specimens taken in his locality.

Durin;;- Hve years to d ite we have had over 1.30Snowy
Owls pass throujih our h uids about 100 being received
in the meat. The lar^-est number received at one time
bein^- 12, from Ottaw.i. Can ida. Of the entire number
some six or eiy;ht on'y were remarkable for bein;?

nert/-/?/ wantinf;- in markinjrs, the flnest selling for f.35

when mounted. The demand for thein by the general
jniblic seems to have decreased, at least in the East,

The specimens th It hive fouud ni'i-it ready sale being
those that were stuffed. •• Large."

A Snowy Owl was shot while perched upon the chim-
ney of a house in Xorthampton, .Mass., Nov. 8th.

Rough-legged Hawks arrived about Xov. 1st, and
were very jilenty about the meadows at foot of Mftun-
tainsToni and Holyoke. I shot a O entirely Black.

Took three Xorthern Shrike first week in Xov. J. W.
.lackson.

A White Lark was recently sliot near Junction City.

Lane Co.. Ore. This is a rare bird, proliably a freak of

nature. It will be skinned and stuffed for preservation.

Clyde S. Keller, Salem, Or.

[We presume this to be the Western Meadow Lark,

.5016 •:. Ed.l

(J. L. Clary, Brattleboro, Vt., writes that he has re-

cently received a fine specimen of the Red Lynx {Lynx

riifns), female. This animal is very rare, and Mr. Clary

is to be congratulated iiiion his good fortune.

C. K. Reed reports an Eagle sliot at Barre, Worcester

County, Mass., young, length, .iit in., extent 7 ft. 8 in.,

and asks, who can beat it in this state?

The attention of our readers is called esjiecially to an
advertisement for live game. The object is one that

cannot fail to interest every s])ortsman in tlie state.

Oct. 20th a 5 Long-tailed duck was shot on Lake
tiuinsigamond, Worcester, Xov. 2. .Several BufHe heads

were taken, and on the 16th a fine Drake Mallard. On
Xov. Kith a pair of Snowy (^wls were seen at the lieail

of Ilundorn I'on.l, .Milbury, Mass. Both were shot,

butoiie escaped badly wounded. R. H. Holman.
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Dr. H. E. Daviflson, the well-known promoter of

icthytaxidermy, is at present in Boston. He contem-

plates sailing for Bermuda early in January. His method

of operation gives the best results that we have seen.

During the past year he made a choice collection of

fishes from the Mediterranean.

Oliver Davie, author of "Davie's Egg Check List," re-

cently took the contract to mount a collection of Birds

from the Holy Land. They were presentetl to the Ohio

Wesleyan University, Delaware, Ohio, by I'nited States

Consul Webber, at Jerusalem— it embraced some 500

specimens. There also were about fifty species of

quadrupeds. Among the birds were fine specimens of

the Egyptian Vulture. Mr. Davie is a taxidermist of

reputation and the trustees cannot have cause to re-

gret their decision to place the contract in his hands.

D. D. Stone. Oswego, N. Y., made a iiilgriniage to

Boston last month. He made two successful climbs, one

up Bunker Hill and the other into our office,—and he

did'nt use irons.

How the Heathen are Amused.— Clippings

from Gold Hunter and Farmer's Journal.
" Fair."

Chased by a Moose.—The Keutville New Star

says: Mr. George Creemer, of Morristown, Kings Co.,

while hunting in the woods a few days ago, saw two

moose approaching him. He at once took aim endeav-

oring to shoot one of them. Unfortunately the gun

burst, leaving the stock in his hand. The moose sj)rang

at his assailant. Mr. Creemer then managed to climb

a tree where he remained several hours when the ani-

mals walked oft. Creemer then started for home. The

moose then renewed his attack chasing the defenceless

man many times arounil a tree which lie tried in vain to

climb, and finally gave himself up as lost. As a last

effort he trie<l screeching whicli happily drove the

moose awav.
" Good."

A gentleman was (mt shooting nearTotnes, England,

the other day, when he had the misfortune to shoot his

dog. For a moment he was too unich overcome to see

what damage he had done, and before lie had recovereil

himself the animal, a black retriever, had come up to

him, bringing in its mouth its own tail which had been

shot clean off.
" Takes the Cuke."

A REMAiiKAiiLK Case.—Mr. Alex. McLellan, of

North (iut, St. Ann's, has something strange to relate

in reference to an animal of his. In 18H7 one of his

sheep had every indication of being about to lamb and

the event was fully expected to occur in the course of

a few weeks. At the proper time, however, it did not take

j)lace, nor ever afterwards. The other day Mr. Mc-
Lellen had occasion to kill the sheep, when insifle was
found the young which should have been dropped in

1887. The lamb was pertrificd and a perfect shape, and
the body covered with wool. The sheej) has never been

sick in any way.—[North Sydney Herald.

Correspondence.

Makes a Suggestion, Scores a Point, and Backs
the O. & O.

workers that have very incomplete labels.

Just the date, locality and sex is all that is

noted. Not even the name, let alone length,

extent of wing and tail. All these points help

to make a specimen valuable. I even wei(/li

my birds and mammals, for I collect also the

latter. The stomach should be investigated

and due note made on the tag. The data tells

the story. It is no wonder to me to read of

collectors preparing so many skins in one day.

Do your work well even if it should take a lit-

tle longer.

Allow me to say to our friend Mr. G. G.

Cantwell that on the 24th of May, 1888, 1 pro-

cured a beautiful ^ specimen tif the Strep><i-

lan interpres (Turnstone), on the shores of our

beautiful lake, Minnetonka, and am therefore

just one year ahead of him im this bird.

You may consider me a lifelong subscriber

to your magazine. AJI>rrt Laiia.

Excelsior, Minn.

Editor Ornltlinhxji.st (tivl Onlni/i.^l:

Permit me to say a few words in your valu-

able magazine of natural history in regard to

data of specimens. I have birds in my collec-

tion from some of our most ]>rominent field

Read the Hatchet Story Before he did Honda's.

Editor (). .t- O.;

A sort of Wasiiingtonian regard for truth,

which is the base principle of science, leads

nte to a few remarks on the snake and eagle

story whicli appeared in your November
number.

Now the snakes are of all animals the ones I

have the least l()ve for,and as I am also ignorant

of their habits I can listen to a " snake story
""

without a dissenting murmur, and the bigger

and more ferocious the re))fcile vaiKjuished the

more am I pleased. I'.ut 1 draw the line at the

birds.

I appreciated the graphic description of your

contributor from Colorado, especially the part

where the birds (inally spoiled his snakeship"s

anatomy, but his statement that one eagle

measured nine feet, eleven inches, from tip to

tip, and the other ten feet (less a (juarter of an

inch) proved too much for me. I would like

to infinm the gentleman from Colorado that

we have some pretty big things in f'alifor-

nia; in fact to excite astonishment we simply

tell the unvarnislied truth. Our California

Condor, of which there are a few left, is the

lanjest bird of flight; and a specimen in my
possession, bigger than any of the six or seven

I have heard of, measures onii/ nine and one-

half feet in extent. Could not those "eagles""

of our friend "Honda"" have been Ccuidors?

Or were their pi'odigious proportions only ap-

parent because of a raritied atmosphere*.* 1

have been in Nevada, but when it comes to

Colorado I remove my hat. //. H. T(i>/I<>r.

Alameda, Cal.
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fresh. No. 1 : Bluish-white, entirely unmarked

save for one small spot of burnt umber near

the larger end : ;^. 19x2.26. No. 2: Bluish-

white, heavily splashed, principally at the

larirer end, with cinnamon-rufous. There are

also a few under markings of lilac-gray: 3.04

X2.28. It is the handsomest egg of this

species that I have ever seen. The nest which

contained these eggs was found on P'ebruary

28, 1888, and on the collector ascending to it

he found only one egg — the white one, No. 1.

On returning on March 1st, the second egg,

No. 2, was found. While up tlie tree the col-

lector was surprised to find the parent bird was

not two feet distant from him, but on striking

at it with his hat it flew away.

Set VI. February 23, 1889. San Benito

County, California. Xest in a live oak about

seventy feet above the ground, on a "side-hill."

It was built of large o?ik sticks, with some

mustard stalks, and pieces of grain sacks.

The lining was of moss, oak leaves, feathers,

and a part of a grain sack. The nest was very

large, being four feet by three feet six inches.

The eggs were taken after dark, and the eagle

remained on the nest luitil it was reached by

the climber, and she did not fiy off until he

grasped her tail— but stood up and showed

fight, with all her feathers ruffled up. He

struck her with his hat, when she fiew off,

much to his relief. Both birds fiew screaming

about the tree until the descent was accom-

plished. Two eggs, fresh. No. 1 : White,

heavily spotted and blotched with cinnamon-

rufous, the markings being heavier near the

larger end: 2.99x2.42. Xo. 2: AVhite, heavi-

ly blotched and spotted with cinnamon-rufous

and russet. The markings are heaviest near

the smaller end, but are nevertheless found all

over the surface: 2.91 x 2.41.

Set VII. March 9, 1889. San Benito County,

(California. Nest in a live oak tree, twenty-

nine feet from the ground. It was new, and

of the usual size. It was built of sticks, with

an abundance of green live oak twigs and

leaves, with a few bmu-hes of Buckeye twigs

and leaves. The lining was of green leaves

and straw. Hiid seen on the nest. Three

eggs, fresh. Two of them had the larger ends

one way. and the thirtl was placed with the

smaller end between them. \o. 1 : White,

spotted and sjieckled all over the surface with

chestnut: :'..l 1 x 2.2"). No. 2: Dull white,

with a tinge of yellow, speckled and s])otted

with vinaceous-cinnamon and a few larger

spots of hazel. The markings are heavier at

the smaller end. where thev become conlluent

on one of the sides of the egg: 3.00x2.24.

No. 3: White, heavily spotted and splashed

with cinnamon-rufous and chestnut. The
markings become confiuent at the larger end,

but the whole surface is spotted: 3.01x2.21.

The shells of all the eggs are thick, and in

some of them granulated.

The stories that are current in the books

about this bird building its nest at a great

height, on inaccessible clifts, would appear to

be merely fables, in most instances.

J. P. N.

Nesting of the Ruby-throated Hum-
ming Bird at Raleigh, N. C.

The Kuby-throated Hummer (Trocliihii^ (olu-

Jirin) is quite a common bird here^ but to any

one not used to looking for nests, it might
almost ns well be extinct for all the nests he

will find. The birds begin building about the

first week in May, and from that time to

the end of June (May 11 to .Tune 24 are my
dates) nests and eggs may be found in various

stages. If one knows a tree the birds have

formerly nested in, it is as well to look in tiie

neighborhood, as the Hummer builds year

after year in the same old spot, often only

varying the exact position a few yards from

last year's nest. The nest is placed fiom

seven to forty feet high, near the end of an oak

limb, and is almost always saddled on the

limb and not in a fork; when built in a pine

the nest is placed on a dead twig or twigs, but

on any other tree on a live limb — oaks are the

trees most used, and pines next— thus out of

twenty-five nests which I have recorded the

tree they were in, fourteen were in oaks,

seven in pines, and one each in jxiplar, mai)le,

apple and hickory. After the eggs have been

taken it doesn't seern any good tt) look for the

bird rebuilding near by, as I have tried to do

this plenty of tinu's, but never yet found a

nest that I could suppose was the second at-

tempt of a i)air whose nest had been previ-

ously taken.

The nest can be found by watching the Hum-
mers building but 1 find most nests by noticing

whenever a Hummer seems alnrmed at my
presence, and then carefully searching for the

nest, which I have almost invariably found

close by, but when it came to getting a set of

eggs from the nest, I have often been found

wanting. (\ S. Briiuley.
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Nesting of the Pied-billed Grebe.

1 noticed that in the September O. & O.

Mr. Win. G. Smith had an article on the nest-

ing of the Pied-billed Grebe {Poditymbiix: pod-

icep.s) in whicli he gave it as his ojjinion tiiat

this Grebe incubates its eggs by the warmth of

its own body rather than allowing them to

hatch by the heat being generated by the de-

caying vegetation which usually comi)oses the

nest.

We should ;ill feel indebted to Mr. Smith
for this new information as it has hitherto

been supjiosed that the Grebe invaiiably relied

on the decaying vegetation to furnish the heat

necessary to hatch the eggs.

At Minneapolis, Minn., I had ample oppor-

tunities to observe tJie nesting habits of this

bird, and in that locality, as far as my experi-

ence went, I found that the l)irds never sat on

the eggs in the daytime. Whether or not

they do so in the night 1 am unable to say.

I have examined hundreds of their nests,

and in every case where the set was com-
plete the eggs were covered with the rege-

table matter. Incomplete sets of three, four

or five were . gener.ally found uncovered.

This is a good point for the decaying theory

it seems to me, as the birds did not want the

eggs to l)egin to incubate until the full com-

plement had been deposited.

I have also noticetl that the deeper the

eggs are imbedded in the refuse matter the

more incubated they are, a fresh set having

just a tliin layer over them. 1 cannot ac-

count for this unless the layer first put on

loses its heat after a time, and more is hea])ed

on, for if we dig into it we find that the

deeper we go the warmer it gets; and per-

haps the Grebe realizes that it is best to be

certain that her already incubated eggs do not

become cold. But this is only theory and

will not be tolerated: facts are what are

wanted.

I have never seen a (xrebe on her nest, al-

though I have often come suddenly and noise-

lessly ni)on it. At other times I have been on

the edge of swamps where the reeds were thin,

and 1 could see three or four nests at a time,

and although the birds were sometimes around

they were never on or very near them. I think

it will be safe to say that the Grebe does

not sit on her eggs in that locality, but re-

lies on the decaying matter to hatch them,

liet us hear from others on the subject.

Geo. G. CanfwelL
Lake Mills, Wis.

A Series of Eggs of the Prairie

Falcon,

The eggs of the Prairie Falcon {Falrn niexi-

canuH) are very beautiful. They are subject to

great variation, and the series described below
does not contain all their types of coloration,

but is nevertheless well worthy of being placed

on record.

Set I. April 6, 1888. Sargents, California.

Nest on ledge of rock, on a iirecipitous blufl'.

The eggs were laid on a few pieces of friable

rock. Five eggs, containing large embryos.

Ground color creamy white, speckled, spotted,

and clouded with vinaceons-cinnamon and
cinnamon-rufous. Two of the eggs appear

much lighter in color than the others, because

the markings consist almost wholly of specks

of vinaceons-cinnamon", and these are not close-

ly distributed over the surface; consequently

more of the ground color shows than in the

others. In two others the markings are of

cinnamon-rufous, and these also have cloud-

ings of the same color. The fifth egg has also

large spots and cloudings of cinnamon-i-ufous,

and is by far the handsomest in the set: l.i);")

xl..57: 2 00x1.60; 2.07xl..")S; 2.05x1. .58; 2.11

X 1.64.

Set II. April 4. 1883. Near Mt. Diablo,

California. Eggs laid on sand in a small cavity

in a sandstone rock known as the "Mountain

Builder." Mt. Diablo is in Contra Casta

County, and the hole from which the eggs

were obtained was about sixty or eighty feet

from the base of the rock, but the rock was
near the brow of a hill two or three hundred
feet above the bottom of the canon, on a hill-

side so steep as to make the nest virtually sev-

eral hundred feet high. The distance from

the top of the jutting point of the rock to the

hole where the eggs were found was not more
than ten feet, and was reached by the collec-

tor being lowered by a rope. The cavity itself

was about two and a half feet in diameter and

extended into the rock nearly three feet. Five

eggs, incubation commenced. They are very

handsome, having a creamy ground color,

which is almost wholly covered with specks,

spots and cloudings of cinnomon and vinace-

(ms-ciunamon: 2.00x1.56; 1.09x1. .56; 1.98 x

1..59; 2.11 X1.5T; ].9:)xl..56.

Set III. May 1, 1887. Sweetwater County,

Wyoming. Nest on rocky mound, along the

Big Sandy River. The eggs (two in number)

are very different from each other in ajjpear-

ance, one having a ground color of cinnamon
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thickly sprinkled all ovei- with specks of Mars

brown, while the other lias a ffround color of

russet, sprinkled with specks of burnt umber:

2.13x l.fKi; 2.14 x l.dS. (Incubation begun.)

Set IV. May 0, 1888. Sweetwater County,

Wyoming. Nest on a rock on the bank of the

Big Sandy River Three eggs, incubation com-

menced. The groiuid cohn- varies from a deep

cream to hazel, and it is almost wholly ob-

scured with si^ecks of cinnamon-rufous and

light chestnut: 2.28x1.(58: 2. lo x l.(i4: 2.20 x

l.<)7.

Sets II, III aiul lY are described by me in

Davie's Nexlf< and -Ef/r/.s, 1889, j). 18(;.

J. P. N.

The Bohemian Waxwing.

This maguiticent bird is a tolerably common
winter visitor to tiiis locality, in fact it is a

characteristic bird of the northwest. Inhabit-

ing as it does the northern i^art of both hemis-

pheres, straying in this country south to the

northern tier of states in winter only, compar-

atively few have an opportunity of observing

its habits, hence a few notes may be of in-

terest.

As far as my experience goes I tind that

these birds visit this loc;i,lity every two years.

I remember seeing tiiem in \S;5 ; in '85 they

were quite common, in "87 they were found,

but very few ; last year not a solitary bird

coidd be found, while this year they are more
nnnu'rous than ever bef(n-e.

In '87 the first were seen the latter part of

February, this year they put in an appearance

on Jaimnry 17, when a dock of about fifty

were seen, since tiien they have been seen al-

most daily up to date (February 20).

All seen this year so far liave been in tlie

city; tiiere are probably about foiu- flocks of

titty each in different parts of tlu' town. Occa-

sionally they all join in one large flock and

when they liglit on a mountain ash tree, it is

surprising to see how the berries disappear.

While tiius engaged they are very tame, allow-

ing a person to walk directly under tlie tree

witluiut taking alarm. While in seaicli of food

they are very restless, flying about fit>m one

place to another, remnining but a moment at

each place fill a suitable ground is found.

After gorging themselves with mountain ash

berries which form fheir j^rincipal articles of

diet, they tly to a neighboring tree to enjoy

the effects of their nu'al. Tlie tree selected is

generally one tall enough to allow the sun's

rays to reach them over the house tops. Here
they sit for hours if undisturbed, sunning them-

selves and digesting their food; under such a

tree the ground will be found strewn with the

skins of the berries, they swallowing the pulp

and seeds ; occasionally one will fly down to

the roof of a house and take several large

mouthfuls of sm)w; the berries seem to make
them thirsty, as I liave seen over half the dock

eating snow at once, after feeding on the ber-

ries. They are generally found feeding early

in the morning and again late in the afternoon;

where they spend the night I have never beeji

able to ascertain, but they are always seen to

depart in the same direction as evening draws

near.

Their maimer of flight is peculiar; instead

of moving in a comi>act body as most gregari-

ous birds do, they string out, only two or three

birds being abreast, giving the dock a much
larger appearance than it really is. They are

a long bodied bird and together with their

quite long tail and neck, they present an odd

appearance in flight ; there is also a peculiar

flutter of the wings, something characteristic

of this species.

Quite often they are found in a frolicsome

mood; a Hock will pitch out of a tree top and

with astonishing ra])idity skim along near the

ground, dart nj) over a house, turn a shai])

corner like a dash and presently return to the

same tree as meek as can be. Sometimes this

feat is ])erformed by a single bird and can hard-

ly be followed by the sight. When acting thus

their dight most resembles the nervous dying

of the Chimney Swift, but much more rapid.

A Peregrine Falcon would, 1 believe, be taxed

to his utmost to overtake a Waxwing.
In looking over a series of these birds many

curious forms are found. One has the outer

quill of the tail only about one-fourth as wide

as its fellows, a regular "spurious (piill"" in

fact. Another has the yellow band on the

tail missing, with the excei)tion of a few tine

yellow threads in some of the feathers; it Inul

surely not been worn off as the tail was per-

fectly formed. Others have the yellow mottled

with black and still others have the color

bright and iiuii' on one side of the tail and

either missim': or pale on the other.

High ])lumaged birds have the red "wax""

on flic tip of the tail as well as the wings, they

are also said to have' it occasionally on the end

of the crest but I have never found one ; they

are geiier.ally more highly <levelo[)ed in the

male.

These red appendages do not necessarily de-
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note maturit.y, for on Oct. 9, 1888, I took a

youn<r bird in streaked plumage with the

"wax" well developed. Taking- tliis bird at

that time of the year I consider of unusual oc-

currence and must have been raised in the

vicinity as it was very young, pin feathei-s

showing in various places. It was taken in

the city, in company witli a flock of young
( "edar birds. Possibly there may have been more
of i/(trntln.s among them, but I saw only this

one.

The Waxwiugs generally leave us about the

middle of Marcb, but tliey have been known
to linger as late as the latter part of April.

r>o. a. Ciintwell.
Minneapolis. Minn., Feb.. 1889.

A Series of Eggs of the Rock Wren.

The eggs of the Rock Wren (Salphictes obso-

letuH) are still very rare, and little known in

collections.

Set I. March 22, 1888. Sargents, California.

Nest about five feet above the ground, on the

side of a little used road, in a hole in a bank of

stones. Five eggs, glossy white, sparsely

speckled, principally near the larger ends,

witli cinnanKin-rufous and burnt umber:
.()(} X.54; .()(3X .54; .66x..^5; .()6x..o6; .67x..5.5.

Set II. June 23, 1880. Farallon Islands,

]*acific Ocean. Nest in cavity annmg rt)cks.

Made of dry sea weed, grass, etc. Glossy

white, sparsely speckled witli cinnamon-rufous.

Six eggs, incubation commenced: .70x..^<0;

.73 X .">(); .71 X .5(5; M) x .5(1: .74 x .58; .7(5 x ..58.

Set III. May 29, 1885. Rio Grande County,

Colorado. Nest under flat rock about four

feet from a road. Made of grass, cedar bark,

and sheep's wool. Six eggs, fresh : .74x.59<

.()9x.54; .71 X .58; .70x.5(): .7ox.5<»; .71x.58.

Set IV. June 13, 188(5. Farallon Islands,

Pacific Ocean. Nest in cavity, among rocks.

Made of small dry sea-weed, dry grass, stalks,

and tbin fine rootlets. Five eggs, incubation

begun. Glossy white, sparsely speckled, prin-

cipally at tiic larger ends, with burnt umber:
.80x.()(): .81 x.C)!: .79X.61; .79x.(51: .79x.61.

(These are the largest eggs of this bird that 1

have ever seen.)

Set V. June 1(1, 18S(). Faralh.n Islands,

Pacific Ocean. Nest of dry weeds and grass,

in cavity among rocks. Eight eggs, incubation

slight. (Hossy white, sparsely marked with

cinnamon-rufous and burnt umber: .74x.59;

.72 X .57: .74 x .58; .7()X..58; .75x.58: .75x..58;

.7(5 X .59: .75 x .59.

Sets II, III, and V are described by me in

Davie's Nests and Er/gs, 1889, p. 402.

./. P. N.

A Series of Eggs of the Golden-winged
Warbler.

The eggs of the Golden-winged Warbler

(Helminthophila chrysoptera) do not show any

great variation except in size.

Set I. May 17, 18S0. Monroe County, Michi-

gan. Collected by Jerome Trombley. Nest

of dead leaves, strips of bark, etc., on the

ground, in woods. Four eggs, fresh. White,

very sparingly speckled with russet and chest-

nut. One of the eggs is entirely mimarked,

another has only a few specks, while the

other two have nearly all their markings con-

fined to the larger ends: .6()x.48; .OOx.49;

.58X.49; .60x.49.

Set II. May 30, 1887. Detroit, Minnesota.

Collected by J. W. Preston. Nest of coarse

leaves, grass stems, and strips of bark, lined

with fine fibre, situated on the ground in

heavy woods. Five eggs, fresh. White,

s])eckled, chiefly at the larger ends, with rus-

set, and a few specks of burnt umber: .(55 x .50:

.(54 X .49; .(55 x ..50; .(54 x .50; .(54 x .49.

Set III. May 21, 1886. Monroe County,

Michigan. Collected by Jerome Trombley.

\est at foot of wild gooseberry bush, among
grass, etc., on side of old road. Four eggs.

Light creamy white, speckled at the larger

ends with chestnut and lilacs-gray: .(55x.49;

.(53 X .52 ; .(53 x .51 ; .(53 x .52.

Set IV. May 27, 1887. Adams County, Illi-

nois. Collected by Otho C. Poling. Nest in a

grove of willows placed four inches from the

ground, in a wild pie plant. Made of leaves,

grass, etc., lined with finer material. Five

eggs, fresh. White, speckled with burnt um-

ber, and a few specks of lilac-gray: .(58 x.54;

.74x.51; .67X.54; .Gt)x.52; .72x.51. (This

set as well as sets I, II and III, is described by

me in Davie's Nests and Eyi/s, 1889, p. 360.)

Set V. May 24, 1889. Monroe County,

Michigan. Collected by Jerome Trombley.

Nest on the ground, at the foot of a black brier

bush, near the edge of u thicket, in partly

cleared low, wet woodland. Four eggs, incuba-

tion begun. White, speckled, principally at

the larger ends, in the form of indistinct

wa-eaths, with burnt umber: .64 x .51 ; .(54 x .52

;

.()4 x .51 ; .67 x .51

.

Set VI. May 23, 1889. Monroe County,

Michigan. Collected by Jerome Trombley.
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Nest at foot of black brier, among grass and

weeds, on edge of thicket, in damp retired

spot. Four eggs, incubation advanced. White,

speckled with russet, most heavily at the larger

ends: .(Ux .53; .(35 x .51 ; .()4 x .51 ; .(il x .52.

Set VII. May 22, 18S9. Monroe County,

Michigan. Collected by Jerome Trombley.

Nest on ground, near the foot of a blackberry

bush, in low, wet, and partly cleared woods.

Five eggs, fresh. White, speckled with russet:

.61 x .50; .(U x .51 ; .02 x .50; .<)2 x .50; .01 x .49.

Set Vni. June 8, 1887. Monroe County,

Michigan. Collected by Jerome Trombly.

Nest near foot of snndl elm bush, close to a

fence in a partly cleared woodland and sect>nd

growth timber. Five eggs, incubation begun.

Light creamy- white, speckled and spotted

with russet. Two of the eggs have specks of

burnt umber and lilai--gray. All of them have

the markings much heavier near the larger

ends: .():;x.49: .04 x .41); .Olx.48: .04x.4T:

.05x.4it.

Set IX. March 27, 1880. Monroe County,

Michigan. Collected by Jerome Trombley.

Nest on ground, near foot of alder bush, or

edge of thicket of alders on low level ground.

In border of partially cleared woods. Five

eggs, incubation begun. White, sparingly

marked, principally near the larger ends, with

small specks of russet and burnt umber:

.05X.50: ..")<.)x.4(): .(i4x.51: .()(;x.40; .()()x.50.

./. /^ .v.

Nesting of the Blue Grosbeak in i888

and 1889 at Raleigh, N. C.

1888. May 18th. Found :i nest just lin-

ished, live feet high in a pine. On May 22d it

had two eggs in it, and on May 24th the eggs

were gone. This is the oidy instiuice of this

bird building in a pine tliat lias come un-

der my personal observation.

June 2d. Found another . nest three feet

higli in alders, alongside of a lane, and on

June 8th I took a set of three fresh eggs. The

bottom and outside of the nest were composed

of weed stems, dead leaves, pine straw and

paper, inside of line grass :ind lined witli

horsehair—tiie nest being placed in an alder

fork, the sides of the nest were attached to

tlie fork by cobwebs, the whole being (piite a

compact structuie. This description will do

for the majoiity of nests found here, although

the bird often uses cotton as well in building

her nest. '

1889. June 3. Took a set of three eggs (after

leaving them for three days) from a nest simi-

lar to above, i^laced in a sweet gum fork five

and a half feet high. The nest contained

some cotton.

June IC. Took a slightly incubated set of

four from a nest in a mulberry fork four feet

high. Bird on nest.

June 12. jNIy brother took a slightly incu-

bated set of foui- frcun a nest five feet high in

a sweet gum sapling. This nest was a loose

structure much like a Chat's, but was attached

to the fork with cobwebs, which a Chat's

never is; some snakeskin gave tone to the ar-

chitecture of this nest.

June 2(». T(Jok a set of three from a nest

four and a half feet high in a mulberry fork.

This nest was of the usual compact type, but

had a good deal of snakeskin in the bottom of

the nest.

June 20. A colored man brought us a set of

three and nest of this bird, which lie said had

been built in a grape vine in a neighboring vine-

yard. The young Grosbeaks had alreatly

chipped the eggs in their efforts to enjoy the

free air of heaven, and this detracted from

their usefulness. The nest was rather a small

one very largely composeil of roots, but had

the unmistakable Blue (irosbeak look about it.

The Blue Crosbeak usually builds in an iso-

lated bush or sapling, aiul the nest seems to be

always uiuler six feet in height. The set of

eggs is three or four in this lo/ality, and ap-

jiarently the smaller lunnbei' is as fie([uent <as

the larger. (.'. S. Hriiiili'i/.

Raleiiili, N. C.

(

Nesting of Wilson's Snipe in Minn.

This familiar bird is well known through-

out the greater part of the United States,

but perhaps a few notes on its breeding hab-

its will not come amiss. They arrive in Minne-

sota about the middle of April, the majority

leave about the first of May, a few renuiining

to bleed. There is one paiticulai' marsh where
nests have been found for the last three years; it

is in the city limits bordered on each side by

railroads. 'I'he vegetation of the land consists

of a few scattering willow clumi)s, cat-tails. tall

swampgrass in parts, in others a sort of fioat-

ing moss, with innumerable stumps scattered

around; it is in reality what remains of a tam-

arac swamp that has been cleared of tiees.

The 10th of May, ISS7, tonnd me traini)ing

through this swamp foi- the sole piujiosc of
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looking' for .Siiii)es' nests. I must say that 1

(lid not have mucli faitli in tlie outcome, as in

an liour's work I had Hushed about a lialf a

(h)zen l)irds but found no nests, I liad also been

over this same piece of >;roiiii(l the two pre-

cedinjr years without rewarding the intention

of my search/ I was beating around the

edge of the swamp where the stumps were

more numerous, and where tlie ground was

firmer, when a .Snipe got out right from un-

der my feet, and Hew about a hundred feet

and dropi)ed down in the grass. I was sure I

had found a nest this time, and sure enough
there it was riglit beside me; it contained one

egg. I did not touch it, but stood there and

"sized it up." I thought it not best to re-

main too long, so 1 marked the nest by a cer-

tain stump, and left, resolving to revisit it

when it would contain a full set; so four days

later I was on tlie spot again and was a little

surprised to find the biid gone and three cold

eggs in the nest. Geo. G. Caiifirell.

Sfri.r pvatlncola (Barn Owl). A 9 killed at

Newport, N. C, by Jas. Moore, Ksq., Nov. 7

1S8'.), and sent to us to mount. Besides the
Lark .Sparrow we have added two other species

to our Raleigh list.

Pftrochelidon liinlfrons (Eave Swallow). One
killed April 2'!, bSSO; and tolerably common
from then till May (i.

lidlhi.s Klr(/iiil((iiiis (Virginia Kail). One
killed and another seen May ."!, ISsi): one seen
May ().

Other scarce birds that we have taken at

Raleigh this year are Mointfaia SnUfari/ Vh-i^o

(June 17 and 21); Bickneir x Thrush (May 17

and 18); Golden-wim/ed Warbler (.May 7, $).
Prothonotari/ ]V((rbler (April U), (^); (Jcerideau

Warbler (Aug. 2!), 9); Tennessee Warbler
(.Sept. H), 9); llniis,^ Wren {Mny2, 9); Least

Bittern (May ;',
( ^ ), (i

( 9 )), Broad-winged Hawk
(Aug. 2<). $)\ Bewirk's Wren (Nov. (i, 9).

C. S. Brinileii.
IJaleiuh. X. ('.

Occurrence of Snowy Owls at Mono-
moy Island, Cape Cod.

A flight of Snowy Owls reached the Cape
shores early in November, spreading as far

south on the elbow as .Monomny Island. Four
birds have been taken by tlie station men, the

last one being shot on the evening of Dec. Kith.

In one instance a man from the Monomoy
station saw an owl on the high beach sitting

neai'ly under the giniwale of an old overturned

lefe boat. lie made a wide detour so as to

get tlie boat between him and the owl, but the

bird had his weather eye open, as is usu-

ally the manner of some of the wreckers on

tliis island, and got away before the man
could get within gun-shot of him. A member
of tlie U. R. ("lub shot at one in November,
whicli was in very white plumage, near Inward
I'oint, and although he hit the bird hard did

not succeed in getting it. ./. ('. ('alaiiai.

Additions to the Avifauna of North
Carolina and of Raleigh in i88g.

During the year ISSi), the following two
species have been added to the North Carolina

list, making the total number 2()2. Cfnnalextes

Uraniniica (Lark Spai'row). A $ killed and
another seen by H. H. Rrimley at Raleigh,

Aug. 10, lS8t». I saw both l>irds mys.'lf but
could not get a shot.

A Series of Eggs of the Nashville

Warbler.

Although not at all a rare bird the eggs of

the Nashville Warbler {llehninthoji/iila rufira-

l>illa) are very ditticult to obtain, and are sel-

dom seen in large series in collec^tions. Their
variation in coloration is much less than that

of the eggs of most of the Warblers. .Six sets

now before me may be thus described:

Set I. .May ;>(), I8S(i. Hudson, Mass. Nest on
the gi-ound. Three eggs, fresh. Very light,

creamy-white, speckled, principally near the

larger ends, with vinaceous, and a few specks

of lilac-gray. The markings form wreaths:

.(•..)X.41I, .(.'.» X .4!); .(Ux .:>().

Set II. May :;(|. 1S87. Detroit, Minn. Nest

of fine glass, lined witli hair, etc. In tussock

of grass in a marsh. Four eggs, incubation

advanced. White, speckled with vinaceous

ami a few dots of lilac-gray. Tiie markings

are larger and heavier near the larger ends:

.HOx.yO; .()! x.4U: .()2x.4J): .()2x.48.

Set III. June ('), 18S2. Preston. Conn. Nest

under tussock of grass, imbedded in the soil,

the edge flush with the surface of the ground.

The edges of the nest were covered with moss

like a Re wee's nest. Five eggs, fresh. Light,

creamy-white, si)eckled, more heavdy near the

larger ends, witli viniceous and a few minute

markings of lilac-gray. This set was collected

by the celebrated oologist "J. M. W." (Mr. C. L.

Raws(m). and contains much smaller eggs than
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tliose usually laid by the Nashville Warbler.

They measure: .r,6x.4r,; .5()X.4G; .5()X.46;

.r)7x.4(); .r37x.47. (This set, as well as Sets

I aud II, is described by me in Davie's Nests

(11,(1 Kijgs, 1889, p. :Ki2.)

Set IV. June 8, 1888. Farminfjton, IMaine.

Xest on ground, at foot of small maple. Made

of line grass lined with white horse-hair. Four

. eggs, fresh. White, speckled with hazel. The

markings are larger and closer together near

the larger ends : .()4 x . 51 ; .(i4 x .52 ; .(j:^ x .51

;

.()0x.4S. Tills set also contains a C^owbinTs

egg.

Set Y. June 4, 1887. Farmington, Maine.

Nest made of grass and moss, line<l with tine

roots, and placed at the foot of a little bank,

beneath dead and thickly overhanging brakes.

Four eggs, fresh. Light creamy-white, speck-

led with hazel and a few minute dots of lilac,

gray. In three of the eggs the markings are

principally conlined to the larger ends, but tlie

fourth has larger spots and they are more

scattered all over the surface: .(12x.49;

.C.l x.41»: .()2 X.50: .(il x .49.

Set VI. June 5, 1888. Farmington. Maine.

Xest concealed in side of small knoll, l)eneath

dead brakes and small spruce. Made of grass

anil moss, and lined witii liair. Four eggs,

fresh. White, heavily spotted, especially at

the larger ends, with cinnamon rufous. The

markings on tiiis set are hirger and heaviei-

tlian on any other eggs of tiiis s])ecies that I

liave ever seen, and they i)roduce a very bril-

liant and handsome effect: .()4x.47: .<>4x.47:

.(•.(ix.47; .(.:! X.47. -f- P- V.

New Species of Bower-bird and Bird

of Paradise.

'IMh' latest ornithological discoveries at hand

come from the pen of .Mr. A. V. (ioodwin.

wlio accompanied Sir William Macgregor as

naturalist, on an exploring expedition to Mount

Owen Stanley, in the interior of Xew Guinea.

Of tlu- I'.irds of I'aradise, of which more than

thirty different kinds are known to oriiitliolo-

gists, on(> new si)ecimen was added. 'I'his one

was similar to the (iolden Hird of Paradise

{A'dKflioiiichts ((iii-cii.'^) and was named by Mr.

(ioodwin, Xanthonu'lus Macgregorii, in honor

of the leader of the expedition.

Tins bird was discovered at an altitiule of

over i(),0()() feet, is of rare occurrence and like

all tiic l)irds of its class ditlicTdt to ai)i)roacli.

Tiie bird has golden wings, heail and back;

the breast and abdomen are black. This liird

remains in the Governor's collection and will

be more fully described at some future time.

Another bird of interest discovered was a

Bowerbird of tiie genus AiiiI)l!/onus, which was

named Ambleornis Musgraveii; this bird is

somewhat larger than Aiiiblyornis snbalarls,

described by Mr. II. B. Shaipe of the British

Museum. The wings and back are of a dull

darkish-green, the throat, breast and abdomen

of a uniform brown, under the wings yellowisli-

brown. The crest is of a deep gcdden-orange,

slightly tipped with brown and somewhat

larger tlian in Aixhli/oniis sitlxilarls: thislnvd is

found at an altitude of 4,000 feet, wiiile the

former inhabits the mountains up to 10,000

feet. The most interesting feature in connec-

tion with these two species of Aiiibli/orxls is

their bowers or play grounds, which are so

wonderfully constructed, that to describe the

same would sound like a fairy tale. The bower

of a Siih((l((ris is dome-like and covered so that

only half of the course can be seen. Tiie floor

forms a circle around a baid< in the centre,

which is ornamented with flowers and seeds.

In the centre stands a small tree, the lower

Inanches of wliich are interwoven with small

sticks; these the binls throw down and leplace

at pleasure. The structure is composed of

rough sticks, the thickest of which are about

one-half inch in diameter. The bower of Am-
blyornis Musgraveii, tin- latest addition to that

family, is constructed of moss and resembles

in shape a marble fountain; it is built up from

the ground about two feet; tlie outei' rim is

about three inches higher than the inside

where the l>irds ])lay, running round a small

tree in the centre, interwoven with small sticks;

these when seen in the morning while the dew
is on them resend)h' a si)ray of water. It

sliould be borne in mind that these bower

birds play in a ring or circle, while its Aus-

tralian brothers inn through their bower and

return; the l»owcrs aie also far inferior in con-

struction to those seen in New (Guinea.

[Mr. Goodwin is now travelling in this coun-

try, and has prepared a series of lectures, illus-

trated l>y nunuTous stereopticon views of tlie

natives, biids and inteiesting localities.

—

Ed.]

A Series of Eggs of the European
Tree Sparrow.

Seebohm states that tlu' eggs of the Furo-

l)ean Tree Spari'ow { Passer iii(n(f((niis) are simi-

lar to those of the Kuropean House Sparrow

{P((!<s(-r (loiiicsficiis) but that they average
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"smaller and usually darker and redder/' (P.

)i)()])t((tiiis, it will be remembered, is the species

of European Sparrow that was introduced and
naturalized in tlie nei<;hborho<Kl of .St. Louis.)

For a lonji' time I have been desirous of ob-

taininj;- some sets of e^fi's of the European Tree

.Sparrow that were laid in this country. It

was an easy matter to obtain European speci-

mens, but these were not desired. Through
the kindness of the well-known natur.alist, Mr.

Otto Widman, 1 have at last succeeded in my
object, as he specially collected .several sets

for me last season, beinji especially careful

about the identification of the specimens.

.Set I. .June 10, IWU. Old Orchard, Missou-

ri. Collected by Otto Widman. Four e<if>s.

(;reenish-<;ray. thit-kly si>eckled and sjiotted

witli mouse-^ray. In one ego- the markin<i,s

are darker, approaching to blackish-.slate cohn-,

and in all the others the specks and spots are

evenly distributed all over the surface of the

eggs: .74x.5."): . 72 x. .");"); .()Sx..")4: .(ii) x .;").").

Set II. .lune 20, ISSli. Old Orchard, .Mi.s-

souri. Collected by Otto Widman. Three

eggs. The ground color in this set runs from

drab into bistre, while the heavy spots and

specks forming the markings range from bistre

to seal l)rown. The si)ots become confluent

near the larger end, and the general effect is

that of very dark, heavily marked eggs: .7-"> x

.'>~i : .72 X ..")(): .71 x ..").">.

.Set III. .lune 2.'). IS,*^!). Old Orchard, Mis-

souri. Collected by Otto Widman. This set

originally contained six eggs but one of them
was broken by the collector in removing them
fiom the nest. Groiuid color grayish-green,

varying in intensity in the different eggs in the

set, thickly speckled ;ind spotted with mouse
gTay. The markings are heaviest near the

larger ends: .71x..");i: .70 x. ."):!: .74x.."i4: .71

X ..").">: .74 X ..")4.

.Set IV. .June IS. issi). Old < )ic]iard, Mis-

souri. Collected by Otto Widman. There
were six eggs found in the nest, but one was
broken by the collector in taking them from the

nest. In this connection it should be remarked
that all these sets were laid in bird houses on

Mr. Widman's premises; and the birds com-
pletely tilled u]) the partitions of the house
witli the same heterogenous collectioi7 of trash

employed by their cousins, the /V.s.s-fc damesti-

i-iis. The entrances to the bird houses being
snnill, it was a matter of considerable difficulty

to remove the nests through them, and in do-

ing this some of the eggs fell out and were
broken. Foui' of the five remaining eggs of

this set have a ground color of drab, but this

is so thickly covered with minute markings of

hair brown and bistre that they have very
much the appearance of eggs of the Long-billed

Marsh Wren {Clf<totliontf< jxilitstris.) The fifth

egg presents a remarkable contrast, for the

ground color is of a very light greenish-white

(almost a pure white) boldly nuirked with
large spots of bistre. \o one who was un-

acipiainted with the remarkable egg.s that one
constantly finds in ordinary looking sets of

Prt.s.sTr <l<)me.sfici(n would think that this egg-

belonged to the same set as the other four:

. 7.'^ X ..").")
; . 74 X. .")"); .7()X.r)0; .74x.r);5; .74x..'ir).

Set V. July 2, 18S9. Old Orchard, Missouri.

C'ollected by Otto Widman. Five eggs. Cround
color of four of them is bail- brown, very
heavily marked with minute dots of olive and
seal brown. 'I'iie ground color is almost wholly
obscured, and at a short distance they appear
to be of a solid color, as is the case with eggs
of a.-^tot/ioriiK jxilusfrl.s. The fifth egg has a

white ground coloi-, spotted heavily with bi.s-

tre. It presents a marked contrast to the

other four eggs: .77x..")7; .78 x. ")."); .7.") x .."tB;

.77 X ..57; .78 x .5(5.

For purposes of comjiarison I also add the

following description of a set taken in Europe:
Set VI. May ;5, 188."). Loughboro, England.

Four eggs. Ground color, pearl-gray, very

heavily spotted and speckled with hair l)rown

and olive: .71 x. .").>:. 71 x. .")(;: .(i0x..")4; .7()x..")4.

As compared with a series of sixty-five sets

of eggs of PtiNser (hniifKfirufi in my cabinet,

exhibiting fully the great variation to which
the eggs of that bird aie subject, the six sets

of eggs of Pkssci- Dioyitdints described above are

very much smaller (eggs of P. dnwe.stlcnK

averaging about .1)0 x. ")"),) and they are also

much darker in appearance than flic general

run of eggs of P. .•/o/j/f^s-//r((.s-. ./. p, JV.

In the Woods at Dogwood Time.

When tlu' dogwood {('urnnx Jior'ala) ripens

its bei-ries in Xovember and the nights get

cold, and sometimes the days also, it is inter-

esting to note the birds that flock around their

old favorites to get a good square meal.

First and foremost hundreds of Bluebirds

fly backwards and forwards between the big-

trees and the dogwoods, seemingly never sat-

isfied; then all the robins in the neighborhood

join in too until some festive colored man brings

his musket along and scatters them. The
Hermit Thrush also unites with his more
noisy and numerous relatives in the repast,
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stray Hocks of Cedarbirds, occasional Purple

and Rusty Grackles, and ])lenty of Purple

Finches add to the crowd of birds; all so far

mentioned swallow the berries whole except

tlie last, who only eat the pulp.

Pine Warblers, with an occasional Myrtle,

peck away at the berries and the Golden-

crowned Kin<;let often joins them. Both

Tufted and Carolina Tits and any Blue-headed

Vireos that are about vary their insect diet

witli (loo-wood pulp. White-throated Spar-

rows, Snowbirds and other Sparrows also feed

on them in immense numbers as also a <i;()od

scatterino- of Yellow Hammers and Yellow-

bellied Sapsuckers and a few of the other

Woodpeckers also, though the IJri/olKdc^ seem

to prefer poison oak berries and the ileldiierpes

acorns.

As loni;- as the dogwood berries last there

are always plenty of birds in the woods, but

when they are all juone the woods seem com-

])aratively empty and lonesome and the collec-

tor lind better try tlie o])en held or the creek

woodlands. <'. ^'. Urliiilei/.

Kalfifili, \. ('.

A Tame Jackdaw.

A few years a<;o^ passing' a bird store in Xew
York, I saw a lot of youu"- .Jackdaws (CorvitH

morieihiUi) of Europe. 1 bought one: beins

very tame and intelligent I at once ^ave it his

liberty, first slightly cuttin.u one winy'. Tliis

soon moulted out jierfectly.

Mine is a farm liouse in New .Jersey, a gar-

den in front and the rest of the ,ti;r<nind in

sm;dl fruits and orcliard. .lack made iiimself

quite at home, so much so that had his parents

been domesticated for aj^^es he could not liave

shown himself nu)re contented. He knew

every memlicr of my family, including (loos, cats

and poultry. Of course he abounded in those

little tricks, such as runninii off with any little

article that attracted his fancy. These he took

to his hidiiio phices, carefully deiiosiliii;^ them

when not observed. How curiously does this

natural habit of the l>ir(l show itself. As soon

as it was old enough to run about, it took uj)

any little thing it coidd carry and hid it under

cari)et or mat. In the garden it was into every

nook and corner, finding much of its own

living; but no matter where it was, we had

oidy to call .Jack and he flew straight towards

us. He would eat ahnost anything— bread,

meat, fruits, etc., — but was very foiul of

roasted peanuts, for wliich lie wouhl run his

head into my wife's pocket in search of them.

He was extremely iiupiisitive, looking into every

crack, hole or crevice. When animated at

seeing a chicken fight, when called or hungry,

he would keep up a loud cawing wliich was
not un])leasant. I had a little house for him
with a glass window and hinged door in front.

This was Jack's residence, and lie retired in it

every night in the garden. As the weather

grew cooler I moved it by degrees toward a

cellar window, and Jack did not forsake it.

As winter approaclied I sat the house inside

the window, leaving a small pane of glass out.

Jack followed it along a board to a shelf. On
cold nights wlien he retired he ;ictually took

hold of a little hook and pulled tlie door close

after him. That seems more than instinri; in

the morning lie would open his door and come
cawing out for liis lu-eakfast. At times he

would Hy off ((uite away and visit crows on the

edge of a wood, and it was amusing to see the

surprise of tlie crows at sucli a stranger; the in-

terview generally ended at the crows intimat-

ing that his presence was not one of social

e(piality. He faitlifully returned home, in

fact, his lieart was set on his lioine and its

surroundings. Jack was after everyone on

the farm, watching their occupations, whether
hoeing corn or picking fruit, and was strongly

attached to his mistress wlio fed him. In

spring he was much interested in tlie i)oultry,

sometimes settling disputes, but tlie most sin-

gular part of his life was his affection for one

hen; lie followed her all day long when not oil

on a little ramble, or being fed. Although the

hen (lid not resent his affections she did not

on the other hand leciprocate them
He would allow no male or female bird too

close to her while he was present. Every tiinft

the hen laid he sat by lier till she came off the

nest. In due time the hen wanted to incubate.

Thinking she would be better out of Jack's

Avay I removed her to the barn, and set her on

eggs in a barrel half tilled with hay-seed.

Jack soon found her and sjicnt most of his

time on the edge of the bairel. Now occurred

a singular freak of nature which will interest a,

naturalist. .Jack was under the impression

that he must perform some architectural duties,

so he kept bringing in all kinds of dry rubbish

such as corn cobs, sticks, etc. These he

droi)])ed all around the hen till .'he was deeply

buried ill the edge of the nest. After getting

enough of this material he stiuck a new idea,

that the nest must have some soft lining, so lie

took to carrying in horse-hair from the stable,

but as the supply did not sih'Iii i>lentiful enougli

(
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to suit him he attacked the cat and dogs,

lightinjj; on their backs and <j;rabbin<i some fur,

ticw off with it, nuich to tlie disgust of the

animals, wlio soon resented this familiarity

and stopped his egressions; but he soon dis-

covered another source of supply. Our horses

had shod their long hair, so after trying their

backs a few times he gave that up, but not

until he discovered tlie long hair left on their

fetlocks. Tliis he went for in a cunning, cau-

tious manner. He would creep up to the

horses' feet and make a grab and as the liaii-

was loose at this season he nuxuaged to get

some every time. Of course the horse would

raise his foot at him but -Jack was too nimble

to be hurt that way, but repeated the same

thing many times, esjjecially while the liorses

were out on the farm.

Some naturalists argue that animals learn

their duties from their parents; it is hardly

p:)ssil>le that this bird remembered the old

nest at hoine. When we wanted to attend to

the nest .fnck always objected to our approach-

ing it, and even refused food near the nest.

One day I took a caieful look around for Jack.

Xot seeing him anywhere I tliought it a good

time U) see if the eggs wanted attention. I

leaned over the barrel to look in when down
came .Jack's sharp bill onto my bare head like

a tiash, so I was glad to beat a hasty retreat.

Things all went smoothly till this time, but

now .Jack wanted to be master (as he supposed)

of his own family, for when the chicks were

hatched and with the hen put out in a coop

Jack wanted to be inside with the chicks and

seemed to want to take part in feeding them.

This the hen objected to, and hustled him
out. When the chicks got large enough to

run with tlie hen Jack was tlieir constant at-

tendant, and tried to feed the chicks from his

mouth. When the chicks grew up he paid

them no more attention, but kept up the con-

stant shadowing the hen. Jack now began to

get a little troublesome. From the beginning

of this attachment he left his house and

roosted by the lu^n in the |ioultry house. As
cold weather advanced iuid the hou.se filled up

he made (piite a commotion every evening by

clearing all the ixmltry off the roosts for sev-

eral feet arcunid his hen. 'i'his caused so much
trouble that 1 removed the hen into a fenced

off ])nultry yard, hoping he w<uild not follow

lier. The next nn)rning, hearing a great hub-

bub in that yard, I went to ascertain the cause

and foun<l Mi'. Jack had discovered his favor-

ite and tried to keep her company, but every

time he alighted in the yard the whole lot,

cock and hens, went for him in a furious man-

ner and made his feathers tiy rather too freely

for his comfort, till at last poor Jack iiad to

abandon her. The sorrowful plight of his

plumage showed he did not relinipiish his first

love without a hard struggle; but he soon paid

his personal regards to another hen in the first

house. 'I'his hen hatched in the poultry house

with the same voluntary contributions to the

nest-building. The hen was renu)ved to a coop

set out on gra.ss, with hev chicks, and here

Jack was anxious to proffer his paternal assis-

tance, which the hen resented by striking at

him every time he attempted to intrude in the

coop. About this time his first love also

hatched :ind was cooped out. .She also im-

pressed Jack that his presence was not required.

Between his two unreciprocating mates Jack

became very uneasy, and shortly after vindic-

tive and peevish, and visited his disappoint-

ment on the poor little chicks. He killed two

outright. We then put little wired yards in

front of the coops to protect the chicks, but he

became so bitter that he stood and watched

for the chicks' feet when they came near the

edge, he then got hold of them and pulled off

their toes Now came a crisis. Jack must be

got rid of or we should lose the two broods of

chickens, which were pure bred Dorkings.

As he had been very troublesome for some

time past I thought it best to confine Jack. I

tried to get him into the hen-house, 1 't Jack,

with all the cunning of his species, perfectly

well knew that some chairge was in store for

him, refused to be caught and became defiant.

Ending that I must stop his depredations I

took my gun, and with a heavy heart brought

poor Jack down upon the green sod. I shall

never forget that day, but here 1 must stop.

The Evening Grosbeak Comes East.

In the Boston Transcript of January .".O, ISUO,

Mr. Frank A. Bates made the first public an-

nouncement of tlie capture in New England, at

four ditferent ])laces, of the Evening Orosbeak,

a bird hitherto never seen here, having re-

ported the fact at the meeting of the Boston

Scientific Society on the previous evening. We
append detailed records as sent us.

IN NEW VOKK.

A male and two female Evening Grosbeaks

were shot liere yesterday, January 20.

Ah-dti If. AlbprgfT.

Ithaca. N. V.
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IX MASSACHUSETTS.

H. L. Clark of Amherst received, January 8,

a fine specimen of the evening Grosbeak shot

in South Amherst. He says this is the firnt

instance on record of this bird being found in

New England. Is that a fact'.*

G. W. Jackson.

It gives me pleasure to record the capture of

an adult female Evening Grosbeak {Hespero-

phona vespertina) in Wellesley, Mass., January

15, 1890, by Mr. Thomas Smith, a gardener in

the employ of Mr. H. H. Hunnewell.

This bird was shot from a maple tree on the

estate of Mr. R. G. Shaw about nine o'clock in

the morning, and was the only one seen that

day, although Mr. Smith is quite positive he

saw one (
possibly this same bird) a few days

previously and describes the note, though dis-

tinct, as being quite similar to that of the Pine

Grosbeak (Pinirola enurU'ator).

So far as I can learn and I have the authority

of Mr. William Brewster, this is the first spec-

imen of this species recorded, as having been

taken, not only in Massachusetts but even in

New England. Sht^llei/ IT. Dmt.nn.

ings and markings of this beautiful bird. The
males were wonderfully brilliant, and the

females were very much like their lords only

their plumage wns not so bright and were

somewhat smaller in size.

This is not the first time this winter this

bird has been found in this locality.

I), a. Swift.
Silver Creek, N.Y.

Can the Cowbird Make its Eggs Re-

semble Those of Other Birds ?

Have you ever known of the Evening Gros-

beak being taken in Massacliusetts? I got a

fine male shot here last Wednesday, January

22. ^. Vii-karij.

Lvnn, Mass.

Evening (irosbeak at West Pelham, Mass.,

Jannarv '1^- ^'""' '"'• Hofx^rts.

IN NEAV ITAMPSIIIKE.

I have secured five Evening Grosbeaks (//p.s'-

pcriplKnia ve.yiertina) on January (i, and four

January It, one a very fine male, two that we

were able to determine as females, and two

with female ])lumage, but I could not make

out tlie sex.

This is evidently a rare occurrence and I

thought it might be of interest to you. Tiiere

were four or five more in the fiock tiiat were

not taken. Janus f. Mclzcr.

Milford, N. H.

Editor ()rniUiolo<iist and Oi'dixjist

:

While out for a walk Sunday moriiiug, Feb-

ruary 9, I had the remarkable good luck to sei;

six Evening (irosbeaks, three males ami three

females. These birds were so very tame they

allowed me to approach very near to them and

gave me a splendid chance to study tiie color-

I have a pet theory that tlie Cowbird [Molo-

thrns ater) can control the amount of pigment

placed on her eggs, making them dark or

light at will, so as to have them resemble as

much as possible the eggs whi(^h belong to the

nest in which she is to deposit hers. If she

deposits them in a Vireo's nest tliey will be

light, if in a S(mg Sparrow's {Melosjdzafasr la-

ta) they will be dark.

This may not be the case always, but it holds

good as far as my expei'ience goes.

Gen. G Cantwell.

Lake Mills, Wis.

[1 am afraid Mr. CantwelTs theory will not

stand the practical test of examination. An
examination of the sets of eggs containing

those of the Cowbird, in a very large collec-

tion, shows that his theory is purely fanciful,

and is not sustained by facts. rro))ably if Mr.

Cantwell had ever seen a really large collection

of eggs he would not have written the above.

J. P. JV.]

Petered Out.

At last the edition of Cones' Key to North

American Birds is now exhausted, .and camiot

be supplied by its pu))lishers, who evidently

did not run otf a cook book edition, .hulging

from the protracted and annoying delay in

bringing out the one just defunct, the present

generation will have time to gain much in wis-

dom before it sees a succeeding (me. A careful

iiKpiiry at the uublisliers' as to the prospects was

as enlightenuig as a communion with a Stone

God. We siuill miss it from our stock. On
many an occasion when the interest of a cus-

tomei- lias waned, as a last resort, taking a coi)y

from the slielf and oi)eniiig at tlie first illus-

tration, a short lectiue on color blindness, has

been both effective and impressive.
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Brief Notes.

Among the numerous suggestions that we have re-

ceived from subscribers regarding what they consider

would be an iniprovenieiit in the O. »!t O. was one that

we had alreaily (•ontenii)lated. He writes, "Why don't

y<ni add a personal column so that we can know what
our naturalists are doing?" The Brief Note column is

open to just such informati<jn. We would like to hear

from subscribers when they are about making a collect-

ing trip, when they get anything new. if they are

making private collections, what success they are meet-

i ng with, and if they fall overboard and get wet who
helped them out. Let it be a free and easy department

.

A starter

:

Dear Sir—Your thrilling adventures in January

O. i*;- O. remind me of a narrow escape of an old friend

of mine who annually spends a month deer hunting in

the wilds of Canada. Here it is as told by himself. One
day while standing in a runway waiting for a deer he

saw the noble monarch of the forest tearing down the

mountain side straight toward him. Taking a bead on

the approaching deer he let go and was surprised after

a moment's lapse to hear the bullet hum by his ear and

bury itself into a tree behind hiui. Upon investigation

he founil the deer hail received the bullet full in the

breast, but upon seeing the shooter had turned right

about face so suddenly that the bullet in ccnning out of

the deer's ham had sped directly back to the .shooter

with almost serious result. Providence willed it so we
trust. Yours truly.

(!. E. Harrison.
Butfalo, N. Y.

We have received from time to time from our sub-

scribers and patrons photographs of themselves and of

specimens of their work, which is assuming ()uite an

interesting collection. A short time since Harry

Austen, Halifax, Nova Scotia, sent a series, showing-

groups of birds that he had been mounting which make
a tine display. They indicate a superior grade of work-
manship.

While at that locality last fall we called ini Major
Thomas 1. Egan. After viewing a large collection he
handed us a photo of a large moose that he had just

preserved. Andrew Downs, the pioneer taxidermist in

the same city, has just sent us a large photo of himself.

As we look at it, seated with favorite stag iKuinds on
each side of him, it is a picture of nature itself.

Another i)hotograph, entitled "In the Temple of Na-
ture," a hillside, shows our friend .los. .M. kVade (former

proprietor of the O. & O.) in the foreground.

Baldwin Coolulge, the Boston photographer, has for

some time been giving attention to the study of horns,

antlers .and tusks. When he sees a remarkable s|)e(M-

men he photographs it. A series of nine, size 8x9,

which he left on our desk, taken from specimens we
loaned him, are from horns of the woodland caribou

(Newfoundland), showing a remarkable, heavy struc-

ture and number of points. Rocky .Mountain shee)).

goat, etc. Duplicates can be obtained.

We intend in future to jdiotograph mounted speci-

mens that pass through our hands. Now that the art

of photography is so general we think that the taxider-

mists would find it of profit to photograph what they

consider their "boss jobs." It will serve as a pleasant

reminiscence, and also will enable them at all times to

show what they can do.

There is still another benefit that may be derived;

a i>liotograph shows any imi>erfection in the outline

and will enable them to see defects which they can

improve.

A (ireat Gray Owl was shot, .January 14. in Yermont
near the Massachusetts line. It was a O and very jioor

in flesh. The stomach contained the remnants of a

mole. A Snowy Owl was taken,.January 13, between

Boston and Worcester; it also did not show high living.

C. K. Reed, Worcester.

The promptness with which a large proportion of our

1889 subscribers have renewed or signified a wish for us

to continue, has exceeded any previous year. As usual

we have received many very pleasant postscripts.

City Belle. " 1 hoi)e your stay in our city will not be

short, Mr. de Science."

Mr. de Sciencte (a member of the A. O. V.). "Thank
you, but my sojourn must be brief, 1 am here attending

the Ornithological Convention at the Museum of Nat-

ural History, and the session will soon be over."

C. B. " What kind of a convention did you say?"

Mr. de S. "Ornithological, about birds, you know."

C. B. "Oh yes, yes. How simple of me! Do you

think they will be worn much next season?"— [The

Cottage Hearth, Boston.

I have a wild cat in my collection of wild animals

that weighed 3\ lbs. when caught. It killed eight sheep

belonging to a fanner in the mountains the niglit

before it was killed. R. E. Best, Kingston, N. Y.

Prof. L. L. Dyche, curator of the I'niversity of Kan-

sas, has just returned from a six months' collecting

tri]) in British America. He obtained a number of

Rocky Mountain sheep and goats, a pair or more of

nearly all the animals in that section. We think that

he will have a few duiilicates to dispose of. It will be

remembered that we rejiorted a successful triji after

buffalo last year.

Fred .1. Mrezee. the Conncil Blurts taxidermist, is

now located at Lincoln. Neb., as curator at the state
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university. He went west with a determinatinn to

make his mark, and we believe that lie will.

A number of Great Gray Owls have been taken in

New England this winter. Snowy Owls fairly common,

other owls scarce. Redpolls common. Snow Buntings,

Fine Grosbeak and Crossbills, scarce.

H. H. Hrock, Portland, Me., reports a specimen of

the European Corn Crake ( Crex crex) killed by John

Whiting at the dyke in Falmouth, Me., about four miles

from Portland. Another was shot at the same time but

was so mutilated that it was thrown away. He also

reports two Great Gray Owls.

C. F. Xewell, an energetic taxidermist, located at

Calais, Me., last fal!, and during the winter has ihme

(juite an extensive business. He was enabled by his

location to obtain a large number of deers' heads, for

which he found a ready market. On Nov. 10, the

hunters reporte<l to hiui that they ha<l seen four white

(yl/6ino) Bucks. He succeeded in securing one. It was

entirely white except a patch on the head. Last sum-

mer he had a set of moose horns that weighed 40 lbs.,

and the extent was 4 ft. 9 in. He has re])orted some

(ireat Gray Owls. He is now preparing to take a trip

north tor the i)urpose of collecting mammals.

One of our correspondents calls our attention to the

fa(^t that Dr. Morris (;ibl)s in his new magazine refers

to us as an amateur publication. The doctor for a long-

time has been a contributor to our columns, and in his

enthusiasm evidently forgot for the mouient " flat dis

chile hab crep some time."

It would be very, very sad if an open ruiiture should

occur between a scientific and the minor ]iublications.

The clouds seem heavy and threatening in certain

()uarters.

It is to be regretted that through sonu; blunder of

either printer or binder some imjierfect coi)ies of

'• Davies' Nests and Eggs" have got on the market.

Without consulting Mr. Davie we feel assured that he

would wish to have any such case reported at once.

Examine your copy and see if all the pages are present

or accounted for.

The Loon has been sold to the i)ublisher of the Oolo-

gists' Exchange. Mr. Surber, its former i)ul)lisher, has

.sent us a complete file.

The following sinsrle numbers of the O. & O. are ex-

hausted and to procure them now parties will be

(/bliged to buy complete volumes. Others will soon be

in same condition. Look through your file and see

what you require. Vol. X, Nos. 2, 4, T. 10, 11. Vol. XI,

No. 1. Vol. XII, No. 7. Vol. XIII, No. 1.

A party of Boston gentlemen, Messrs. Perkins, Cod-

man, Keyes and Storrow, recently returned from a

trip to the northwest. They brought back as trophies

six heails of the Rocky Mountain sheej), one ewe and a

number of goat and deer, ^vhen mounted they jire-

sented an interesting and novel sii;ht,at least to Boston

sportsmen.

Ji;^" The A. O. U., as was predicted by outsiders,

])roniptly sat down on Mr. Maynard's two new species

—the Smoky \V'oo(lpe(-ker and Coast Jay. .A. t the same

time did they not i)ro(luce a little chalf '.' ,^31

Texas Ben walked into our office a few days since

and tenderly laid his |)et on the counter, a 7 ft. sjieci-

men of the Bull Snake that Boston's east winds had

proved too much for. We natu'-ally handed him a copy

of the O. & O. that contained Honda's article, and

asked his opinion. He replied, " I have shot eagles in

Texas 9 ft. froui tip to tip." We calli-d his attentiou

to the fact that scientific bird men never allowed over

C ft. 8 or 9 in. He was very emphatic that 9 ft. was not
an exaggeration . Texas Ben is a well-known character.

Now what are the facts?

The snake was a beautifully marked specimen, and
was tanned successfully in twenty-four hours, by the

Currier Tanning Compound. He will use it for a belt.

We have a fine mountain lion from A. S. Bennett,

Colorado.

Two caribou heads from the interior of Newfound-
land are the largest that we ever received.

John C. Cahoon started for Brownsville, Texas, sail-

ing from New York. La Grippe took passage with
him, and when he reached Galveston he took the next
steamer back. Not everyone can afford an ocean trip.

We simply took ([uinine.

Some of the members of the Massachusetts Fish and
Game Association have started the project of stocking

this state with game siudi as Wild Tuikey, I'lumed Par-

tridge, Pineated and Sharp-tailed (irouse, and already

have a fund subscribed. In this they should have sub-

stantial supjiort and we sincerely hoj)e that the experi-

ment may be a success.

A set of eight eggs of the Brewer's Blackbird was
taken May .5, 1889, at iMonte Blanco, \'entnra County,

Cal. The nest was located in an oak, thirty feet from
the ground. The set. is in our possession.

Louis Barrett, formerly in our employ, started on a

collecting trip early in January. He intends to visit

Florida and Mexico. " I^ewy " is an enthusiastic young-

taxidermist, and although of limited means he under-

takes the tri)) entirely for hiuiself. He surely deserves

success.

Two Great (iray Owls rec^eived from Belfast, Maine.

Color of the eyes of one a light straw yellow.

A postal bearing an advertisement of a typewriter,

from Pope Manf'g' Co., addressed to the editor who
furnishes the poorest co]>y after being ignored by us,

was referred to A. E. Pettit (Oologists' Exchange). He
fired it at Thad Surber (The Loon) wh() despatched it to

Frank H. Lattin (The Oologist) who promptly for-

warded it to R. B. Trouslot (The Naturalist), and back
it came to us. It did not go around the world but it

struck a hard crowd just the same.

A lot of Sulphur Rump Tanagers found their way
into the market this season. They are a beautiful bird

from South America. The plumage is a rich velvety

black with a bright sulphur yellow patch on the back.

The IT. S. Department of Agriculture, Division of

Ornithology, is sending out the forms for reporting

migration notes for ]S9(t, also f<u' lists of birds known
to breed at various localities. The importance of this

work is well known to our ornithologists.

We note in the .lanuary Oologist a report of an

eagle taken near Prairie Du La(% Wis., that measureil

9 ft. froui tip to ti|)'.'

We note with pleasure that the citizens of Tiffin,

Ohio, are making a move to secure the collection of

Dr. J. Kost, who has charge of the Polytechnic Depart
ment of the Heidelberg University.

This collection will, of itself, form one of the finest

museums in the country, and it is gratifying- to see

that nourishing city has sufficient i)ublic sjiirit to ])re-

vent a fine collection from having its usefulness de-

stroyed by being scattered broadcast, as is too often the

case, from the apathy and short-sightedness of the

people.
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H. H. Holmes writes that he secured a O Mourning
Dove from a pair on January 18, at Heloit, Wis., and
asks it it is not uncommon. We should say that it was
out of .season.

W. 11. Lucas, Bridgeport, Conn., writes, "I see that

you ailvertise the Stevens collecting fi'un. I use it al-

together. Mine is a 38-caI. I can shoot a robin from
the to]) of our tallest tree.

By the notice in (). & ()., I secured records of Worm-
eating and Prothonotary Warblers, also Red-necked
(irebe. I cannot find any note (»f Blue Gray Gnat-
catcher.to my surprise. Geo. G. Cantwell, Lake Mills,

Wis.

Avifauna of Orleans County, X. V., completed l)y

Xeil F. Posson and published in the Oologist, Vol. VI,

No. 5, notes 174 si)ecies. of which 81) breed witlii)i the

county.

William C. Flint, ES(i., San Francisco, Cal., one of

our subscribers, is deeply atfticted in the loss of his

last and only sou, aged 12 years. He met his death
instantly l)y the ac(;ideiital discharge of a pistol in his

own hand.

A specimen of the Bald Eagle in the young plumage,
in the collection of the late Mortimer Blake, D.D.,

Taunton, Mass., measures 8 ft. 4 in. in extent. Harry
(iordon White.

There have been but 20,092 crows killed in Maine
during the past season, at an expense to the state of

.$20U5.30. The appropriation for the years of 188it and
1890 is already exhausted. Two hundred and forty-one

towns have made returns. Some of the leading towns
are Harpswell, 4.34; rni(m,430; Waldoboro, 307: New-
port, 32y.—[Damariscotta Herald, Feb. (i, 1890.

Correspondence.

That Cheeky Cowbird.

IJditor of O. tfc O.:

Having- read with pleasure and protit the

article on the Cowbird by Morris Gibbs,

in the January O. & O., and the list of birds

wiiose nests are apiiroj^riated temporarily by
said Cowbird, to this list 1 can add the fol-

h)\ving': I'ewee, Field Sparrow, Cardinal Gros-

beak, Bhiok-tiiroated Bunting, Warbling Vireo,

White-eyed Vireo, I'rothonotary Warbler, Ken-

tucky Warbler, Worm-eating W'arbler, Black

and White Warbler. Blue-wing Yellow Warbler,

Baitinu>re Oriole. Yellow-Miroated Vireo. Blue

Grosbeak, Brown Thrasher, Western Meadow
Lark. Yellosv-breasted Chat. Cannot we have

a list of all the birds who suffer from this bird?

Let us hear from all wlio can add to tiie list.

.s. li. liK/ermll.
Hallstiiii Spa. N. V.

More Cowbird Eggs.

Kditar O. A O.:

At various different times I have noticed in

tlie columns of the O. ct O. lists of tlie birds in

whose nests eggs of tlie Cowbird have been
found.

I have never noticed in these lists an account

of the Cowbird appropriating the nests of the

Kingbird or of the Meadowlark, and if these

two be additions to thealready known imposed
upon birds I would like to add them, as I

have found Cowbirds' eggs in the nests of both.

Neil F. Pos.son.
Medina, N. Y.

P. S.—The O. & O. is a "dandy." I think it

a very attractive feature to have different vol-

umes in different colors. Success to the jour-

nal.

[I have a set of the Meadowlark—also one of

the Blue Jay, ccmtaining eggs of the Cowbird

—

in my store. F. B. W.]

Editor O. d- O.:

During the fall of 1889 I added the follow-

ing birds to my collection which are not

very common in this k)cality.

Oct. 2d. Goshawk, young, 9-

Oct. 9th. Sparrow Hawk, adult $.

Oct. 18th. Pigeon Hawk, adult $.

Oct. Pith. AVhite-crowned Sparrow, 9-
Nov. 17th. Shot two Saw-whet Owls

(males).

On October 14th I shot a White-throat Spar-

row, of which the breast, head and down
to the middle of the back are pure white;

the wings, rest of the back and tail are of the

usual color.

While walking in the woods to-day we
flus'.'.ed a Woodcock, although the swamps
have not been frozen until the past week I

think the bird's wintering is rare.

ir. H. Lxcax.
Bridgeport, Conn., .Jan. 26. 1890.

New Publications.

Aiiierican Osprey—monthly, 4 pp., 0x8—25c

per annum. Published and edited by Paul B.

Haskell, Ashland, Ky., an amateur ornitholo-

gical publication—endorsed by our best

wishes.

B/(//r'^/H of the Xewton (Mass.) Natural His-

tory Society. Vol. 1, No. 1 (October), .Shi.")

per vol. C. J. Maynard. A record of such

matters as are brought before the society.

Contains: structure of the tongues of Wood-
peckers illustrated, C. J. Maynard; the phil-

osophy of natural expression, T. A. Metcalf, O.

B. ; the Arrow-headed Warbler of Jamaica,

illustrated by colored plate, C. J. Maynard.

The Seini-Annual. Vol. 2, No. 1, W. H.

Foote, Pittsfield, Mass. Frontispiece, The

Golden Eagle and Eyrie.
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The Extermination of the American Buffalo,

by William T, Hornaday, Superintendent of

the National Zoological Park, from the report

of the National Museum, 1886-87, pages 869-

548, and plates 1-XXI. In this publication,

the author, one of the leading American taxi-

dermists, takes up the subject in his pleasing

and historic manner, from the earliest possible

record to the date of practical extermination.

He points out the ruthless manner in which

they have been annihilated (not by taxider-

mists), which he vividly portrays by illustra-

tions. A map showing the early extensive

range of this noble animal, and how rapidly it

was contracted is not flattering to the fore-

sight and common sense of American si)orts-

men and hunters.

The part taken by the Indians in this wanton

destruction is now being justly paid for by the

loss of a food supply, and we suffer as Mr.

Hornaday shows by a loss of what might have

been a great income to the government. The

frontisijiece is an illustration of a herd that

was collected and prepared by the author, and

is now in the Smithsonian Institution.

It is particularly fortunate that a gentleman

of Mr. Ilornaday's rare ability shoidd be so

situated that he is enabled to develop his skill

and to the benefit of tlie country.

Eygin of North Americ((n Birds, by ('has. J.

Maynard, 12 mo. l.i!) pp. illustrated with ten

hand-colored plates, cloth, ^-J.UO. DeWolf,

Fiske i.'c Co. This is a second editi(m of the

same work lately issued in parts and sold

by subscription. The great reduction in i)rice

insures it a popular circulation.

Our Regular Exchanges for 1889.

Auk, Vol. IV. New York, N. V.

Amkku'AN Mickoscoi'm vi. .b)ri:.\Ai>, Vol.

X. Washingtcni, D. V.

Bri.I.KTIN OF THE Np^WTOX NaTTHAI, His-

TOKY SociKTY, Vol. I. Ncwtou, Mass.

Canajhan Exro.Moi.odisr. London, Ont.,

Canada.

CoNTBiiu'TioNs TO S( iK.\( i:. Vol. I. Ncwtou-

ville, Mass.

Cottage Heaktii, Vol. XVI. Boston, Mass.

EiliE Haki!oi;, Vol. 1. Erie, Pa.

FoKEST A.Ni) Stiskam, Vol. XXXIII. New
York, N. Y.

Fi>oHinA Agkicultukist, Vol. XVI. Delano,

Florida.

Geological and Sciextific Bulletin.
Houston, Texas.

Gkeeley, Vol. I. Discontinued.

Loon. Discontinued.

Kansas A<'A^>E^^v of Sciences, transac-

tions.

Mekiden Scientific Association, proceed-

ings.

Mining and Scientific Review, Vol. XXIII.
Denver, Col.

Mkkoscope, Vol. IX. Trenton, N. J.

Naturalist, Vol. I\'. Kansas (Uty, Kan.

National Magazine, Vol. I. Chicago, 111.

New YoiiK Academy of Sciences, proceed-

ings.

Oologists' Exchange, Vol. IL New Y'ork.

N. Y^. Discontinued vvitli Fel>ruary issue, '90.

Ottawa NATUiiALisT, Vol. IIL Ottawa,

Canada.

OuH Little Ones. Boston, Mass.

Plain Talk. New York, N. Y.

PouLTiiY WoitLi), Vol. XVIII. Hartford,

Conn.

SEMI-AnNU,\L, Vol. 1. PiTTSFIKLI), M.\SS.

St.ymp WoiiLi), Vol. VI. Lake Village, N. H.

SciENTiFK Amekica.n, Vol. LXI. New York,

N. Y.

Teaciieus Outlook. Vol. I. Des Moines,

Iowa.

Tkuths OF Natuwk, Vol. I., discontinued.

Texas Live Stock .Iouilnal, Vol. X. Fort

Worth, Texas.

Times, Vol. VII. Hyde Park, Mass.

Vermont Monthly, Vol. II. Weathers-

field Centre, Vt.

Wades" Fihkk andF-auhic, Vol. IX. Boston,

Mass.

West A.mekican S( ie.ntlst. Vol. VI. San

Diego, ("al.

Wateutown Enterpkisk, Vol. XI. Water-

town, Mass.

Exchanges that have reached us in a spas-

modic manner, we cannot discriminate from

samples, and have not noticed theuL
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and tlie next boji,- we drew blanks. Tliongh we

fired our guns, tried all known arts, and with

our already drenched clothes swept tlie heavy

rain drops from every bush and briar we

could not flush a feather. The third bog

through which Broad Brook's biggest feeder

runs, we found to be wholly under water.

While we were wading through a thick and

brushy corner, a farmer's voice from out of

the de])ths of the swamp hailed us: "You
hain't seen nothin' of a brindled yearlin'

heifer?" No, we hadn't, but later we saw the

body of the drowned calf caugiit by tlie brush

in the main brook.

Hopeless and bedrabbled, dog and men, we
then drove to our last likely bog, only to have a

further instalment of this wet day's hard luck.

In vain, by sections, did we ai)parently cross

and re-cross every foot of the marsh. In fact

we once emerged on the upland, blown and

completely discouraged, unhitched our team,

climbed slowly in, and had actually turned

around towards home, when my climber gave

me such a look of mingled disgust and new con-

fidence wliich I interpreted, so without a word

we fastened our team and liurried back to the

old bog wiiicli liad never failed us beft)re. Five

minutes later though intent on my own beat, I

happened to look over my shoulder and saw

a Hawk start at the very heels of my climber,

but beliind liim, -Awd after he liad slowly jxrsscd

het- hi/. .1 shouted to liim and he whirled

around, fired, but missed the Hawk. 1 was

delighted at the poor shot, for there were six

tine eggs, and tiiere may be another big clutch

about May "21), isiio. Indeed this vvas within

two rods of tlie s])ot where I got my (inest set

of seven eggs in 1882.

Taking heart from this bit of luck, and liav-

ing t>vo hours moi'c of daylight, we drove

back to our liist bog to sweep it witli a long

heavy rope. We were cpiietly knotting the

rope on tlie bank when the male Hawk came
quickly aronnd a hill and i)lumped into the

marsh with a cry like a Coojter. Answering
its call the female at once took wing and sailed

away for her supper. We were holding back the

dog, and I had l)een sitting on the gun to keei)

my climber from using it; l)ut at tliis point the

dog broke away and dashed into tlie bog, but

came to a stand at tlie nest. Nor would the

Hawk start from her live eggs till we walked
up to the nest ahead of the dog, which we
would not allow to .jump for his usual mouth-
ful of feathers. Now we do not know why
the birds lay so close all day, unless from the

heavy atmosphere and the depression from

tlie Hoods of rain. In the diy weatlier our

dog rarely has failed to point Marsh Hawks,
and the birds start before we get within a rod

of the nest. This bog was of spJiayninn, fast

filling with young maples, and the nest was
big enough to be moved.

No nest held the six eggs; the bog itself was
free of trees, but the substratum of tsplmtjnuin

was wholly overrun with acurious matted tangle

of dwarfed sheep laurel. The woo<led swamij
back of the bog was filled with pitcher plant and
purple cypripediniii and great clumps of rare

wild ciilhilWy {('alia pabistris). J. M. \V,

Nomenclature Impromptu.

The facility with which the irreverent small

boy forms an ornithological nomenclature,

often astonishes the more initiated. Un-
trammelled by "system" or in fact any of the

paraphernalia of science, he gives his fancy

full sway, and evolves names uncouth indeetl,

but wliicli prove satisfactory for all his jjur-

2>oses. To him the simple appellation '"Cot-

ton Tail" seems vastly more appropriate than

(.'olaptes cafev.

A knowledge of these absurd common names
proves frequently a valuable ac<iuisi-

tion. Your dense ignorance (to the small boy

mind) of what the "Chippe-ca-ca" or "Toffie"

is, nniy be regretted afterward when you find,

perhaps, you have missed securing ii- nice set

of Parux. inaratHN. Many of these local names
are taken from the bird's api)earrance or |)ecu-

liarities, and are sometimes singularly ai)pro-

priate. The Lazuli Bunting is the "Blue Ca-

nary"; the Russet-backed Thrush is given the

name of •lighter," while the Black-headed

Grosbeak is (luite correctly styled the

" Whistler.

.\ friend of mine, who h;id begun to collect

eggs, with very little knowledge of the birds,

astonished me once by the statement that he

had found a number oi nests of the Red-

shafted Flicker htdlt in the tales. It did not

t'.ike long to discover that his Flicker was a

Red-winged Blackbird. Tliey ar(( sometimes

called " soldier birds."

As I was strolling along a river bottom

near Pleasanton one day I asked a youthful

egg colle(^tor what bird had flown up near us '*

(it was a California 'rowhcc.) and he replied,

"Oh, that's a, Brown bird, but that's only what

the boys call it, its right name is Ground
Thrush." My informant remarked apologeti-
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cally tliat "tlie little boys round here give

most all tliein birds incknanies."'

I have on several occasions heard persons

asseverate most solemnly that Mockinjjbirds,

which rarely occur here, were very corninon

in the liills where they livi", wliiili struck me
as very ivmvrkable until one day I was shown
one of the famous singers which I recognized

at once as the C'alifoinia Thrasher. X»>t every-

one would know, I venture to say, that the "Big
Cat Owl" is what we are j)leased to call the

Western-liorned, nor that the euphonious title

of " Monkey-face"' belongs to our usefid yet

long-surt'cring friend Sfri.r iirdflncohi.

Just why tlie snuill boy fraternity should

call the Western Lark Spanow a "Tic-tic

Kohin," or use many other e(pialiy j)ecuUar

(k'signalions is beyond nu', but the study of

this enatic barbarous nomenclature is not

without its compensations— amusement any-

way, and i)erliai)s some 1)its of useful

knowledge. //(///// 7/. TaijUir.

Alaiueila, Cal.

A Kite New to the North American
Fauna.

A small lot of kite skins from Fh)rida have

recently come into my possession, and with

them a specimen of Jclin'ui plnnihen (Plumbeous
Kite). This bird, which I should judge to be

an adult J, was taken on Palm Hammock
(heek, Palm Hammock, Dade Co., Southwes-

tern Florida, between April 25 and May 10,

l,s>S."), by Prof. J. H. Batty, and is entitled to a

place in the list of N. A. birds. The only

work that I have to refer to is •Pidgway\s
Manual of X. A. Birds." and for comparison

I give his description of both. iiii.ssisNijipiennin

(.VFississippi Kite), and /. iihunhcn (Plinnbeous

Kite), which is as follows:

Common characters. Adults: Uniform
plnm})eous, becoming lighter (whitish) on head

and darker (blackish) on epulis iind tail: inner

webs t)f (piills partly rufous.

r(i. Adidt: Wings lighter than tail, the sec-

ondaries hoary whitish; inner webs of (piills

with indistinct sjxits of rufous, and cniter webs
with very indistinct stiijjs of same; tail with-

out white markings. Length i;].()0-].")..jO, wing
10.00-12.;50, tail 0.00-7.00. Hab. : More
southern U.S., east to Rocky Moiuitains, north

regularly to (Georgia, southern Illinois, Kansas,

etc., casually, or irregularly to Pennsylvania,

Wisconsin and Iowa, .south, through ea.stern

Mexico, to Guatemala. /. iiii.sKissippiensif;,

( Mississip]>i Kite).

n^. Adult: Wings concolor with the tail,

the secondaries black; inner webs of jirimar-

ies almost wholly rufous, the outer webs with
only a trace of this color; tail with about three

narrow bands of white, across inner webs.

Wing 10..-JO-12.20, tail o.tKMJ.SO. Hab.: Trop-

ical America (except West Indies), north to

Sontliern Mexico, south to Paraguay. /.

plninbea, (Plumbeous Kite).

My example ot /. pJinnhea differs from the

above description in having the upper parts

darker (blackish slate), the neck and head are

slate-gray, more sharply defined across the

shoulders with lesser, wing-covert region

bluisli-l)lack; inner webs of ([uills and the sec-

ondaries brownish, no rufous; a longitudinal

stripe of white on the inner web at the base of

the first and second primary quills, becoming
grayish on the others. Shafts of piimaries

underneath, white at base, becoming brownish
at tips (in two adult siJecimens of 7. iinssisslppi-

eiLsis, that I have before me, one from Florida

and one from Texas, the shafts are brown);
lower parts dark cinereous becoming lighter on
neck; upper surface of tail feathers black

crossed by three bands of white, on the inner

webs, the first near the tip being about .2-"), the

second .40 and the third near tlie base .(50 and
uniform in shape; under surface of tail grayish

with shafts white half the length. The notch

on the cutting edge of upjier mandible is so

slight as to be scarcely perceptible to the eye.

As near as 1 can measure from the dry skin

the length is 14.00, wing ]l.."iO, tail 6.00.

The kite was noticed several days about a

marsh before it was shot, apparently catching

beetles and other insect-s as it was seen repeat-

edly to dart down into the grass. When shot

its stomach was empty. Another specimen of

/ inls.'iisftipjnensis from Florida is rather small,

dai'ker, and shows but little trace of rufous on

webs of ipiills. So far as I am able to ascer-

tain, the Mississippi Kite is quite rare in

Florida. It is occasionally seen on the islands

and keys along the southwest coast of Florida,

especially those that lay off the everglades.

John C. Call 00)1.

New York. X.Y.

A Set of Five Eggs of Swainson's

Warbler.

I have lately received a set of five eggs of

Swainson's Warbler (Heloncea f^waintioni)

which were collected by Arthur T. Wayne,

near Charleston, South Carolina, on May 7,
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188!). Tlie nest was in a cane, six feet from

the ground, in a large swamp. The female

bird was sitting, but the eggs were fresh.

They are of normal shape and color, altliough

tliey are smaller than usual, as tliey only

measure; .70 X .55; .71 X .57; .71x.58; .12 x. 'A);

.70 x .57. (The largest egg of tiiis species that

I have seen measures. 84 x .58, and thesnuillest

.68X.52).

I have never heard of more tluxn foureggs of

this bird being found in t)ne nest, and tlie set

referred to above must be considered the

largest (in number) on record. ./. P. N.

A List of the Birds of Colorado.

[CoiitiiHit'cl.]

204. Leiicostlcfe atratu (Ridgw.). Black

Leucosticte. Winter visitant; found at 5,000

feet (Drew). Its summer range is uidcnown.

205. Lencosticte nnstrdll.s (Allen). IJrown-

capped Leucosticte. Uesident; common.

Breeds at 1:5,500 feet and descends as low as

O.OOO feet in winter. I have only seen it in

si)ring and fall during its vertical migrations.

Very coninioii at these times in La Plata

county.

2ti(>. Acantlii.s linaria (Linn.). Redpoll.

Noted by Drew only. I have in my possession

a wing which I refer to this, taken at or near

Pueblo.

207. Splnns fristis (Linn.) American (iold-

tinch. (Common summer visitant; migrating

far soutii in winter, Mr. Anthony records it

as ''common at times" in the vicinity of

Denver, while the late Charles W. Beckham*

found it " very abuudant"" at Pueblo. Drew

says it reaches 10,000 feet in summer and

breeds at 0,000 feet in spring. Trippe diil not

find it very common in Clear Creek county,

and from all acounts it is much more common
in the southern and eastern portions (»f the

state than in the central and northwestern.

Its eggs are well-known.

20S. Spinu.s psdltria i^iiiy.). Arkansas Gold-

liiich. Found as far north as Denver. Mr.

Authouy found it " rare, seen at intervals in

winter and summer." Mr. Beckham found it

at Pueblo where it appears to be mucli more

common than at Denver. 1 noted it in La

Plata county, where it and the next seem to

be about ecpially iibundant. The nidification

of this species is very similar to the preceding

but rather shows a preference for lower nest-

» Auk, Vol. IV, No. 2, April, 1887.

ing" sites. Drew " found several in the willow

bushes along the Rio Animas in October,"

and says it "doubtless breeds." This was in

San Juan county, and La Plata is south and

west of it.

200. Sjtiitns ji.si(lti-ii( arizmue (Coues.). Ari-

zona Coldtinch. Recorded by Anthony at

Denver as "rare in summer." 1 found this

species in La I'lata county where it breeds.

After the young are out they disappear, going

up into the mountains, appearing again in

October in abundance, when after lingering

with us for a few weeks it retires south. Its

stay is regulated at this time of the year by

the weather, the fall generally hanging on

into December and winter only coming on

with its heavy snows in .huuiaiy. The same
may be said of most of the fall migrants.

210. Spiiins piiius (Wils.). Pine Siskin.

Connnon in winter at Denver, and probably

breeds in the high mountain ranges at 10,000

or 12,000 feet. It is common in the mountains,

coming down in winter to the plains,

following all the livers throughout the state.

It is not stationary, as many suppose, but in

Colorado, at least, makes regular si)ring and

fall vertical migrations.

211. Plectrijplienii.r ninilis (Linn.). ,Snow-

tlake. Entered by Drew upon Mr. Kidgway's

authority. I saw it but once in Southwestern

Colorado, and judge it rare in tlie state, except

perhaps the northern mountainous portions.

212. ('(ilrari lis (diipoiiinis (Ijiiiu.). Lajiland

Longsimr. A transient visitant nnd eonimon,

appearing in autumn and stopping through

the winter. Breeds far north. I would here

call the attention of collectors to the ijrobable

occurrence of ('. pirfiis (Smith's I^ongspur) in

the state. There can hardly be a doubt as to

this, but no one has yet ri'ported or noticed it.

2I.'!. (Jidrnriits oniufits {l\t\\\is.). Chestnut-

collared Longspur. Kecorded by Drew at

5,000 feet. Tiiis is the only record.

214. llliyncliitplnines utiicvowni (Laws.). .Mc-

Cowu's Longsiiur. Transient visitant; com-

mon. Noted by all the members, and found

everywhere east of the mmiutaius. No doubt

it will be found breeding ;iloiig the northern

border.

215. Poocceff's (/rdiniiiriiK roDfiiiis (liaird.).

Western Vespi'r S[);iirow. Common summer
visitant, from the plains up to lli.ooo feet, and

breeding throughout its range.

216. Aiiniiodraiiinx i<(iii<ltDiclieu.s!s (ilKiidiiiKti

(Bouap.). Western Savannah Sparrow. Ac-

cording til Authouy, a transient visitant; toler-

ably common, at Denver. I have noted it at
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both forts, Lyon and Lewis. At Lewis it was
abundant during tlic migrations and I believe

it breeds in the niountains, but not on tlie

phiins. A few were seen in suniuier but not

as conunon at S,:")00 feet as at 12,000 ov even

10,000 feet. I have taken no nests in the state,

and know of none having been taken.

217. AxiuKxIrdiiiihs hdlrdii (And ). Baird's

Sparrow. Rare in western portions of the

state, tolerably common on the plains, and

breeds in numbers, the nest being upon the

ground and usually in small colonies; general

habits much like P. onuitn.s. Common in

Southwestern Colorado, and winters from

Northern New Mexico and Arizona south, a

few may even winti'r along tiie southein border.

2 IS. AmiiiDilraniun stirdiiiniruiii jierpdlUdiiN

(liidgw.). Western t;rasslK)pper Sparrow.

Tolerably common and breeds. Said by Drew
to breed from the plains up to 5,000 feet, but

it goes much higher than tliis, and I think

does ni>t breed on the jdains. In Colorado

this bird breeds early in .June, deiiositing five

eggs. It is a fact worthy of note that the

Yellow-winged, or Grasshopper Sparrow has

not yet been split up into many varieties as is

the case with so m:iny of our species, but I

predict tliat the day is not far off when this

will be done, and it seems with far better

cause than with some of our present varieties.

210. Cliondestes grdiiniKicitN striffatus

(Swains.). Western Lark Spariow. Summer
visitant; common on the plains and on the

tablelands in the mountains. Not as abundant

in Southwestern Colorado as in the rest of the

state. Xests ''cm the ground," eggs resem-

bling the Red-wing lilackbirds in markings;

in shape, lounded. At Fort Lyon I found

this species veiy abundant and breeding in

trees and bushes, even as higii as twenty feet.

I liave only known it to breed in trees along

river bottoms, which are liable to be over-

flowed and in such places none of the birds

nest (in the ground, but place their nests above

tiie (ie'Oris left by the receding waters of the

spring before, which serves as an excellent

water mark.

220. ZonotrU-hUi (jncnild (Xutt. ). Harris's

Sparrow. Rare; probably winters occasionally

in Southwestern Colorado. Recorded by Mr.

Charles Wicklitte Beckham* from Pueblo. He
says "On October 20 (ISSO) 1 shot a male of

this species in the autumnal plumage of the

young bird. It was in comi)any with a lot of

. I uncos and Tree Sparrows. No others were

* Auk, Vol. IV, Xo. 2, Aiiiil. 1887.

seen. This, I believe, considerably extends

the known range of Harris's S])arrow, as I

find no ' record' west of Kansas or Nebraska."

221. Zonotrichin lenrophryK (Forst. ). White-

crowned Sparrow. Common summer visitant.

Found in the mountains throughout the sum-
mer and breeds above 8,000 feet, below which
it is not known to breed, and is only seen

during the migrations at this altitude. When
migrating, the bushes skirting tiie fields and
fringing the streams are alive with these spar-

rows, and tlieir cheerful song is heard in every

direction. Tlie nest is placed upon the ground
in bushes and the eggs are four and often five.

222. Zonotrichla intermedia {VM^s^w.). Inter-

mediate Sparrow. This is the form most
commt)n in Southwestern Colorado, although

I have secured specimens of this and the pre-

ceding, from the same flock. Anthony gives

it as a transient visitant; common at Denver,

and it appears common throughout the moun-
tain districts of the state. Supposed to breed

only north of the U. S.

223. Zonotrichia ulbicolliii (Gmel. ). White
throated S])arrow. Rare, only one record-

known, that of Charles Wickliffe Beckham in

the Auk,* who shot a male on October 24

(1880). "The specimen was unusually small"

and in all probability was a straggler. It

was taken near Pueblo. The nest and eggs

are not distinguishable from the two preceding

species.

224. Spizelld inonticolu ochracea (Brewst.).

Western Tree Sparrow. Observed by Trippe

and Anthony, the latter recording it as a

winter visitant; abundant. Drew gives it at

9,000 feet, while Trijjpe records it 8,500. I

found it in Southwestern Colorado at 8,500

feet and in spring somewhat higher. It will

no doubt be found to breed high up in tlie

mountains.

225. Spizella Kocialis (Wils.). Chipping

Sparrow. Anthony gives this species as rare

at Denver, I found it tolerably common in

Southeastern Colorado and it is found in less

numbers as you approach the niountains, and

merges into the next at the foot-hills. This

does not range as high as the western variety,

and probably 7,000 feet is as high as it is found.

226. Spizella so cialiti arizoncB (Coues.). Wes-

tern Chipping Sparrow. This variety is abun-

dant from the foot-hills westward. It reaches

even 10,000 feet, and nests in bushes in prefer-

ence to trees, and usually not over ten or

twelve feet from the ground. Drew gives its

* Vol. IV, Xo. 2, April, 1887.
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anxiety I broke away the walls of the hollow

can l)e iina<;ine(l', but iina,i>inatioii fails to pic-

ture my feelings on tindino- the inmate to be a

great gray spider nearly as big as my fist.

That spider no longer roams the solitude of

that creek bottom.

,stub after stub felt the blows of my trusty

stick, but for some time nothing resulted.

Many a new-looking hole was broken into in

hopes of a Chickadee or Nuthatch only to be

fouud to contain a large chunk of emptiness.

At length on breaking into a liolc four feet

up a gum .stub, a bird was found on the nest

inside and again visions of Tufted Tit pre-

sented themselves to my mind. But when I

got right down to it a little Carolina Chickadee

fluttered off her five fresh eggs, not however

until I had touclied her with my hand. This

was very likely a second laying of a pair from

which 1 took a set of five on April IDth.

Ant)tlier round of blank trees until a.l3rown-

headed Nuthatch was seen to go into a hole

about ten feet high, in a small rotten willow.

Broke it off carefully, and lowered the top un-

til I could get at the hoh; — which was about

full of young Nuthatches, i propped up the

sticks as securely as I could in some bushes

growing alongside, and have no doubt that the

brood was successfully raised.

That's all — except one of the longest,

hardest, old-time tramps back home after an

absence of eleven hours, with nothing to eat

and nothing stronger than creek water to

drink during the interval. //. II. BrlmU'ij.

Raleiftii, N. C.

Nesting of the Red-breasted Nut-

hatch in Orono, Maine.

Having seen very few notes on the nesting of

this species (Stttn rdixnlcnsis) I thought my
observations for the spring of ISSi) might be of

some interest. I have found this biid quite

abundant in the woods for several winters

l)ast: but, as T have seen only one or two

individuals in the late spring or summer—
before this year— I had no idea that it nested

here. The reason of my seeing more this

si)ring may be accounted for by my having to

go to the woods daily.

On the 7th of April, while in a wood-lot,

my attention was attracted by a tai)ping sound

which I thought was occasioned l)y some

Woodpecker. I followed the sound, and soon

saw a Ked-breasted Nuthatch at work on the

trunk of a dead tree, without branches,

about twenty feet from the ground. I snj)-

posed of course that it was feeding, but

noticed that it kept continually at work at-one

place; and also seemed very persistent in its

woi'k and made much more noise than any

which 1 had watched feeding. As long as I

remained quiet the bird continued to work; but

when I moved about close to the tree it flew

to a neighboring tree. Before I had moved
away ten feet, however, it was at work again.

On the 8th of March the bii-d was still at

work, and I noticed that the hole, which it

had begun, was almost a i^erfect circle. I

then made up my mind that this was to be a

nest. On this day I also fovnid another bird

at work on a similar tree about thii'ty feet

from where the first one w^as laboring, and

afterward found several others, examining

and testing the quality of diiferent trees; but

as only twt) turned out fruitful my notes will

be confined to the description of these. On
the afternoon of the same day I was disgusted

to see a crow fiy down and seize the bird while

at work on the nest found the day before. I

then devoted my attention to the one found in

the morning, which turned out better. The
female seemed to start the work, but after

the hole was well started the male did his

shai'c. They kejjt constantly busy as long as

everything was (piiet, but if an intruder made
much noise in approaching they would stop

work at once. After they got well inside, so

that they could detach comparatively large

chips, they would carry them some twenty or

more feet from the nest before dejiositing

them. They always took pains to scatter

them as much as possible. The lining of the

cavity was begun on the 2r)th of the month,

and 1 noticed that the male had nothing to

do with this. If he brought any material

the female always relieved him of it at the

entrance to the nest and carried it inside

herself.

On May 2d I thought from appearances

that the female was setting, as the male was

feeding her, while she remained in the nest.

I do not know whether the male took his turn

in setting or not. The next morning, as cer-

tain reasons prevented me from taking the

nest, and fearing that the eggs would become

incubated, I struck the base of the tree and

drove the bird Irom it. This was repeated

three times tliat day, and after that neither

bird was seen again. A section of the trunk

was cut out on the (Uh of the month and

lowered to the ground. I proceeded to cut

awav one side in order to get at the interior.



Mar. 181)0.] AXD OOLOGIST. 41

Upon looking" into tlic nnst what was niy sur-

l)rise to ilnd it almost onipty. 1 tlioiinlit I

would take out the liiiini;' for examination;

and, proceeding? to do so was a^nin surprised

to liear egg shells breaking. 1 then made
a close examination and found three eggs and

the remnants of two others. 'J'Ik; eggs were

completely buried in tlie nest, there being a

layer composed of strips of bark as much as a

quarter of an inch thicsk over the eggs.

The second i)roductive nest was found nearly

comph'ted the ;!d of May, and in a situa-

tion similar to the first. On the lOth I

noticed the birds lining the nest. On the

afternoon of the 18th, not having seen the

birds since tlie 1 1th, and fearing that they had

deserted the nest, 1 climbed a tree close by

and cut open the nest. I found two fresh

eggs, and just as 1 was about to take them
the femile bird appeared. I decided to leave

the eggs to see if the birds would not return

and complete the set. The next morning I

was inucii pleased to lind the Ijird back on

the nest— I could easily see her from the

ground since cutting into the cavity. The
biid was setting on the Kith, so tlie moiaiing

(if the ITth found me on hand witli the neces-

sary appliances for getting the nest. Upon
climbing up I found that it contained only

three eggs, but it was a complete set as incuba-

tion had commenced.

The trunks in both cases were so thoroughly

decayed that they furnished no support, so

the nests were secured by fastening ropes

alxiut tlie trunk just above the nest, attaching

them to a neighboring tree. This tree was

then ascended, the cavity rilled with cottcm to

prevent damage to the eggs, anil then a section

containing the nest was sawed off and lowered

to the ground.

The principal points of interest in regard

to the nests and eggs are as follows:

The entrance to the tirst nest was some
twenty-five or thirty feet from the'ground, and

within three feet of the top of the trunk.

The diameter of the entrance is one and

three-eighths inches; horizontal depth, three

inches; vertical depth, six inches. After the

entraiu'e was conii)letcd the inside was made
niucli larger, like the nests of other birds

which build in similar situations, the diameter

of the interior of the nest being two and three

quarters inches. The lining, which consists

alnnist I'ntircly of line strips of bark, is about

an inch in depth. It also extends' upward
around the walls of the nest for another inch,

making a very neat and warm abode.

Tlie three eggs saved are of a roseate-white

color, and covered (piite thickly with reddish-

brown spots, vai-ying in size from those almost

imperceptible to those larger than a i)in

head. These spots are thickest at the larger

end of the eii;<>;. They measure: ..")(')x.47,

.5.') X .47, .50 X .47.

Xest No. 2 was situated about thirty-live

feet from the ground. Its dimensions corres-

pond very nearly to tho.se of the former.

The complete set of three eggs shows great

variation in markings. The ground color and
the color of the spots are the same as in the first

set, but the spots in this set are very fine, and
in eggs No. 1 and No. 2 are very abundant,

almost ruinung together at the larger end,

forming a dense ring. Egg No. :!, which was
laid after the nest was torn oj^en, when at a

distance of two feet from the observer, seems
to l)e pure white; but upon closer examina-
tion it is found to be sprinkled with exceed-

ingly line and pale spots. The larger end is

quite thoroughly covered. These eggs show
a little more variation in dimensions than

those of the first set, being respectively:

.<)0x.4(), ..59x.4(), .()2x.47. E. H. Fi'ninUl.

Oroni). M;iiiie.

A Series of Eggs of the Black-poll

Warbler.

The eggs of the Black-poll Warbler (Drn-

droica strhitn) present as much variation in

size, shape and coloration as those of any of

the Warblers. They vary in shape from ovate

to elongate ovate, while the ground color runs

from white to creamy and jjinkish-white, with

a rare j^hase whicli shows a light greenish-

white. The series now before me, consisting

of seventeen sets, and described below, shows
in detail the curious types of their markings

and coloration.

The nest is a beautiful structure. Those

that I have (over fifteen in number) show but

little variation in their construction, except

that sojne are much more copiously lined with

feathers than others. Perhaps the similarity

of these nests is due to the fact that they all

came from one locality, and that the birds

naturallj"^ used the same materials.

A typical nest (so far as can be selected

from those before me) may be described as

follows: Outside depth, 1.7-'); inside depth,

1.10; outside diameter, 8.75; inside diameter,

2.00. Composed of grasses, roots, a little

lichen, anU a few small twigs of sjiruce fir.



42 ORl^ITHOLOGIST [Vol. 15-No.

Lined with fine grass, and over this is placed

a thick lining of soft white feathers, apparently

belonging to the domestic goose. The roots

and grasses are mostly dark, and the contrast

of the pure white feathers with the remainder

of the nest presents a beautiful effect. When
seen with the eggs in the nests nothing prettier

can be imagined.

They were all found in spruce trees. One of

them was only a foot from the ground; another

was eighteen inches; a third was two feet up;

a fourth three and a half feet; two more were

eacli four feet high; five were five feet up;

two others were seven feet from the ground;

another was eight feet; and still another was

ten feet high.

Set I. June 12, 1S77. Grand Manan, N.B.

Five eggs. Grayish-white, speckled and

spotted, almost exclusively at the larger ends,

with olive-gray and bistre. The markings

form indistinct wreaths: .7ox.5."); ."Ox. 5");

.Tox.").",; .71 X. .(.5; .68X.54.

Set II. June 12, 1885. Grand Mauan, N.B.

Five eggs, fresh. White, speckled and spotted

with burnt umber and olive-gray. The mark-

ings are much heavier near the larger ends:

.()8x.50; .()Ux..")2; .(5!)x..")l; .(iSx..")l; .()8x.4U.

Set III. June 1'.), 1888. (hand Manan, N.B.

Five eggs, incubation eommenced. Bluisli-

white, heavily spotted, almost entirely at the

larger ends, with olive-gray and l)urut umber:

.7-lx. ."):'.; .74x. ."):]; .72x.r):]; .7-5x.52; .7-tx.54.

Set IV. June U», 1888. (Jrand Manan, N.B.

Three eggs, incubation commenced. Bluish-

white, spotted and speckled, chiefly at the

larger ends, in the form of indistinct wreaths,

with olive-gray, bistre and burnt umber:

.7:!x.54; .74x.."j4; .73x.5:^.

Set V. June 18, 1885. Grand Manan, N.B.

Five eggs, fresh. Light creamy white, heavily

speckled and spotted with russet, burnt umber,

•Aud olive-gray. The markings are over all tiie

surface, but are heavier at the larger ends:

.71X.53; .70X.53; .7lx..54; .(59x.52; .68x.52.

Set VI. June 18, 1887. Grand Manan, N.B.

Four eggs, fresh. White, heavily spotted

chiefly near the larger ends, witli olive-gray

and burnt umber: .7ox.5:j; .7:>x.51; .7!ix.52;

.71 x.51.

Set VII. -lune 18, 1887. (Jrand Manan,

N.B. Four eggs, incubation commenced.

Tliree of them have a pinkish-white ground

color, but the fourth is white. All of tiiem

are spotted and speckled witli russet, more
heavily near tiie larger ends. There are also

a few spots of lilac-gray: .7<)x.5:]; .75 x. 5;^;

.77 X..5:^; .70x.54.

Set VIII. June 20, 1888. Grand Manan, N.B.
Four eggs, fresh. White, heavily blotched

and spotted with drab. There are also a few
spots of bistre and olive-gray. The markings
are heavier near the larger ends, but the surface

of the eggs is more evenly covered with mark-
ings than in any other set in the series: .09 x .47

;

.70X.48; .(U)x.4U; .()!)x .48.

Set IX. June 18, 1889. Grand Manan, N.B.

Five eggs, incubation begun. Pinkish-white,

heavily spt)tted, chiefly at the larger ends, with

bay, hazel and drab-gray: .75x.54; .74x.54;

.71 X.54; .7;] x .54; .7-5 x .54.

Set X. June 11), 188S. Grand Manan, N.B.

Five eggs, incubation advanced. Grayish-

white, spotted and blotched with russet and
olive-gray. There are also a few spots of

bistre on one of the eggs, and the markings
are lieavier near the larger ends: .75x.5;5;

. 77 X . 54 ; . 75 x . 55 ; . 75 x . 55 : . 75 x . 54.

Set XI. June 18, 1887. Grand Manan, N.B.

Five eggs, incubation commenced. White,

spotted and blotched with russet and burnt

umber, and a few specks of olive-gray. Al-

thougi) theniirkings are well scattered over

all the surface of the eggs, they are heaviest

at the larger ends : .79 x .51) ; .78 x .5:3 ; .70 x .5:5

;

.78X.53; .79x..54.

Set XII. June 20, 1887. Grand Manan,
N.B. Five eggs, incubation commenced.
Grayish-white, speckled, spotted and blotched

with raw umber, russet, and a few specks of

olive-gray. Tiie blotches are nearly all at the

larger ends, but the other markings are scat-

tered all over the surface: .G9x.5l; .70x.51;

.71X.53; .71 X. 5;]; .(58x.5].

Set XIII. June 21, 1889. Grand Manan,
N.B. Four eggs, incubation commenced.
White, speckled and spotted with russet and

burnt umber, nearly all at the larger ends,

and with a few markings of olive-gray:

.()9x.5;]; .70X.54; .09 x.54; .71 x.54.

Set XIV. June 1:!, 1887. Grand Manan,

N.B. Five eggs, incubation commenced.
Grayish-white, lieavily blotched, chiefly at the

larger ends, with drab and burnt umber.

There are also a few specks of olive-gray:

.7-5 x.54; .74 x.54; .75 x.54; .75 x.54; .75 x.54.

Set XV. June 21, 1888. Grand Manan,
N.B. Four eggs, fresh. Greenish-white;

three of the eggs are j)rofusely speckled with

mouse-gray. At the larger ends the specks

(there are no spots) become confluent. Thi;

fourth egg is speckled all over (more tliickly

at the larger I'ud) witli taw iiy-olive: .74x.54;

.70X..54; .70X.52; .71 x.54.

Set XVI. June 11, 1885. Grand Manan,
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X. B. Five egfijs, fresh. Gieenisli-white,

spotted and speckled, more heavily at tlie

hirger ends, with burnt umber and drab:

.71X.52; .GSx.4it; .70x.5i; .Tlx.ol; .G5x.48.

Set XVII. June 17, 1885. Grand Manan,

N.B. Four eggs, fresli. Greenish-wliite,

speckled wiih mouse-gray. Near the larger

ends the markings are much heavier, where
tliey form indistinct wreaths: .(iSx .54; .68x.54;

.()!> X ..",4; .70 X .r)4. ,/. P. N.

Winter Notes from Cornwall, Vt.

There seems to be in this locality an influx

of winter birds, which, as regarding the num-
ber of different species present and the abund-

ance of some of them, f uinishes a more varied

and interesting stti<ly of bird life than this

period of the year has furnished for several

seasons.

Besides those birds which are resident with

us, although of not less interest, yet wc are es-

pecially given at this time of the year to the

study of those which come among us only dur-

ing tlie winter months, which gives us only a

limited time to make ourselves acquainted

with their habits. The most conspicuous

among these visitors from boreal regions, is

the Snowy Owl (Nyctea nijctea). Erratic in

their movements one cannot safely say when
they will or will not be seen. I can note three

instances thus far this winter of their either

being seen or captured. One was seen Nov.

l;^, but was not taken. One was caj^tured Dec.

S, and the third was taken in the same locality

and about the same lime as the second. I

have hear<l of others l)eing seen but cannot

vouch for the trutii of the statement, except

that so conspicuous a bird in regiird to size and

color would not easily be mistaken.

In comparing these notes with those of the

two winters preceding I find that in 1888 and
188!) I have not a note on this owl, Avhile 1887

and 1888 furnished me notes on six. In their

migrations through tliis locality they seem to

favor file lake shore and along the wooded
banks of the stream.

Tlie l!ed-poll Linnet (Acumtliif^ liuurin) is

another winter visitant oi whose appearance

we cannot always speak of for a certainty. In

1888 they came in laige numbers, although

they did not arrive until the spring months,

the first being observed on March 6th. They
remained in abundance during that month and
April, the last ones being noted on May 1st.

The winter of 1888 and 1889 did not furnish

me a note on this species, while this season

they are exceedingly common.
They were first seen Nov. 14, making the ex-

treme dates at which I have seen them in this

locality Nov. 11 and May 1. The Pine Linnet

{SpinuH plnux) which generally appears in

greater or less numbers, often mingling with
the Ited Poll, has been watched for with inter-

est but has not been noted thus far.

The Snow Bunting {Plectrophanax na-alis)

has been with uscunstantly since December, al-

though not near as common as usual.

The Pine Grosbeak (Pinirola enucleator) has
played a very conspicuous part among our
winter visitors. It has appeared in such num-
bers and has been so universally distributed as

to call forth miny remarks from disinterested

persons who could not help but notice tliis

large and handsome linch when it comes
around theii- door at a time of the year when
the trees seem to them so barren of bird life.

They were first noted Nov. 15th. Upon
turning to my note book I find that the winter

of 1888 and 1889 did not bring with it any of

this species as far as my knowledge goes,

while 1887 and 1888 gave me only three speci-

mens.

AVhen shot at, or otherwise disturbed, they

will rise with a sharp cry of alarm and after

circliug aroiuid for a few minutes will often

return to the same place from which they were

started.

The Red Crossbill made its first appearance

on Nov. 20, 1889, although not abundant, as

there are no tracts of coniferous trees in this

immediate vicinity. I have examined speci-

mens in the Museum of Middlebury College

(all collected on the Campus) which have the

following dates: Feb., 1884, April 11, 1884,

June 28, 1884, with the suggestion that tlie

June birds were breeding.

The year 1888 furnished me one note; June

16, three specimens seen in the same vicinity

and positively identified by A. D. Mead.

White Winged Crossbill (Loxla leucoptera)

although not as common as its near relative of

the crossed bill, yet it has made its way from

the north to help enliven the monotony which

the bird fancier feels during a long cold winter

when a greater per centage of his feathered

friends are absent in their southern homes. I

collected a $ of this species Jan. 3, 1890.

1888 furnishes a note of a jiair of these

birds, the $ being collected Feb. 27.

Hawk Owl (Snrnia ulala). This Owl is cer-

tainly rare in this vicinity. One was collected

during the winter of 1884, and this winter
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brings with it one, whieli was seen and well

identified Nov. 2, 1889.

The welcome voice of the Shore Lark was

first heard Feb. 3, 1800. Owls have been com-

mon and the winter has been one which has

furnished many notes of interest.

C. H. ParkhlU.
Cornwall. Vermont. Feb. 8, 1890.

A Discussion of the Terms Used to

Denote the Relative Abundance
of Birds.

It seems to be a very perplexing problem

among many ornithologists how to treat the

relative abundance of birds, and tlie subject

seems to be one of the yet unsolved questions,

although there has been a vast improvement

during tiie last few years.

Ten or fifteen years ago tlie ornithologists'

vernacular describing the reiative numbers of

birds was in a most chaotic; state, best under-

stood by reviewing some of the terms most

used at that time, for example, "rather com-

mon,'' "a few," "not many," "a fair sprink-

ling," et(\, whicli if taken literally mean either

nothing at all, or are so ambiguous that they

convey no lucid idea of the authors meaning.

To the early efforts of the "A. O. U.," as

seen in the blanks prepared for the record of

migrations, and later those issued by the Agri-

cvxltural Department, we owe much of the

present order of systematic nomenclature of

terms, and without (piestion they are the best

that have yet been used, and in most cases

they are as explicit as is practicable, although

the term "accidental" is sometimes necessary,

and like the other four has the advantage of

expressing everytliiug desired to be known in

a single word.

Although these terms of "abundant,"

"common," " tolerably common," and "rare,"

are certainly got)d, it seems necessary to give

thein some furthei' modilication, for to affirm

that a certain hawk and a certain warbler are

both common does not give an adequate con-

ception of the relative abundance of each

species. In other words the term does not

modify tlie relative difference in nundiers be-

tween the two birds, but describes the ratio

existing between birds of the same family or

group, or between birds governed Ijy the same
conditions of existence; that is, it cannot be

expected that there would be as many hawks
as there are warblers, because, in a measure,

these warblers and other small birds constitute

the food supply of the raptores, and therefore,

if the contrary were true, the whole race of

hawks would be in great danger of extermin-

ation as soon as each had devoured its allotted

sparrow. A good illustration of what I mean
may be found by turning to any of the num-
erous local lists of recent date, and the follow-

ing extracts taken at random will serve as

good types:

"American Ooldtinch. Resident; common."
"Pine Siskin. Winter resident; rare." "Song
Sparrow. Resident; abundant." "Lincoln's

Sparrow. Summer resident; rare." "(Joop-

er's Hawk. Resident; cominon." "Red-
shouldered Hawk. Resident; tolerably

common."
Thus, in the case of the two Spinidce, we

readily grasp the author's meaning when he

classes one as common and the other as rare,

because we know that both species have

similar habits, and one is rare only in com-

parison to the otlier.

The same ajiplies to the two Song Sparrows.

One is rai'e when compared with the other,

but a comparative rarity can not be drawn
between them and the goldfinches, inst)much

as the habits of the two genera are dissimilar,

for one is highly gregarious in its character-

istics, and the other is usually found in pairs,

or at most in family scpiads, so that though

one miglit, on a winter's day, see ten Siskins

to one Song Sparrow, that fact alone would

not admit the reversion of the terms, viz. : to

call the Pine Finch common and tlie Song

Sparrow rare, although in actual numbers it

w(nild be true. On this ground the relative

abundance of the Song Sparrow and Finch can

not be estimated, as both have equal right to

the same modifying term.

In the case of the two raptores the rule of

family comparison is the same, but when
compared to the other birds, even to the Song
Sparrows, which, like themselves, are usually

non-gregarious, it loses all force. One feeds

upon seeds and insects, of whicli there is a

varied aud never ending supply, capable of

supporting a large number of individuals, but

the other feeds on the birds themselves (to a

greater or less extent), and therefore the laws

governing the existence of each are entirely

unlike, therefore we might see one hawk to

a dozen sparrows and still class both under the

same heading when referring to either as being

rare or common.
On this account it is necessary to make some

distinction between birds of gregarious habits

and those which are disposed to pursue solitai y
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Um's :iii(1 between tliose whose habits are In

other manners radically difi'erent. The divers

and gi'ebes, which do not tiock, can not be

tri'ated in the same manner as the ducks and

<;eese, or tlie gnlls, pntiins, beecli birds, etc.

The herons and raptores may be classed as

solitary liirds, while most of the j^allinaceous

birds and tlie doves are social in their ways.

The smaller birds can be divided into two
classes as social and solitary, and. save in

some particnlar cases, be treated in this way
w hen being considered as rare or plenty.

It may be contested that all the l)ii(ls men-

tioned, pievions to the last <;roni). are nearly

;di large or in other ways especially conspicu-

ons, while tlie smaller birds are very apt to be

more easily oveilookcd, baton the other hand,

if not so easily seen, it is necessary to base

any statements as to their plentifulness upon

a larger numerical scale on account of the

conditions governing their existence, which

are far more fa\'orable, as alluded to in regard

to their resources of food. etc.. and as there is

a greater means of sn]ii)lying their wants it is

but fair to piesume that there is more life to

sustain, for in this case the demand would

surely keep pace with the supply. On these

grounds, other things being eijual, a larger

number of individuals would be reciuired to

warrant a species beivig called common than

with the birds previously discussed.*

The lifth term of '•accidental" needs no

comment,, as it certainly expresses its full

meaning, and is universally understood.

Harry Gordon White.

Gloucestei-. .);ill. -JS, IS'.HI.

Wanderings, No. 6.

An Mitiile in a recent number of Nature,

by Mr. C'has. Hallock, on ISIr. Andrew Downs,

of Halifax, Nova Scotia, tlie founder of the

first American Zoo., and now in the S('th year

of his age, carries me back to tlie autumn of

1S89, when the wanderings of a vagrant nat-

uralist editor, looking for rest, recreation and
something interesting for his readers, rolled

me upon tiie shores of Nova Scotia.

I landed in the city of Halifax, from the

steamship of the same name, on Sunday even-

ing, Sei)tember b'jth, and as I was expected by
some of my corrcs]i(HHh'iits, Mr. Downs and

his fellow-taxidermist, Mr. Egan, were to have

* The guUs, (lucks and jjeese may pixsilily be excep-

tions to this rule.

greeted me as I landed. But the form and

feature of each of us were unknown to the

other, except through the medium of the pho-

togra2)h, and as 1 had, as the vessel neared the

wharf, caught a glance of a familiar face, ajid

with the longing of a stranger in a strange

land had liastened to that one as a harbor of

refuge, and was piloted through the ortleal t)f

the custom house and to a hotel, I mi.ssed

meeting them on that occasion.

On the next morning, however, I sallied

forth in quest of some congenial spirit, and

not linding the one with whom I felt best

acipiainted, my afterwards firm friend Mr.

Harry Austen, I natu.-ally turned my steps

toward a taxidermist's establishment, and

brought ui) at that of Maj. Thos. Egan, well

known to many of my readers as a member of

the Canadian IJitie Team, on its recent English

tour.

Yankee cheek, and a feeling of rauKtraderie

between fellow-spirits, soon made us ac-

quainted, and we were busily engaged in

examining the many beautiful reproductions

of our feathered friends, which had emerged

from Mr. Egan's hands, when a cheery voice

from the outside was heard saying, "That's

him, 1 know, I hear him," and my hand was

soon grasping that of Mr. Downs, and my eyes

looking upon his smiling face, framed with its

snow-white hair and beard; a face I sliall not

soon forget, even without the aid of his like-

ness, in the shape of a photo taken with his

faithful Scotch deerhound by his side and his

Skye-terrier in his laj), both beautiful examples

of these beautiful races of the canine family,

a memento doubly valuable as a gift from

himself, and bearing his autograph, and which

now looks down upcui me from its frame upon

the wall of my room as I write these lines.

His first remark was, " Where did you go to

last night, and why did you not come to my
house?" and in spite of my protestations that

I would be more out of the way at my lu)lel,

and that I did not want to put anyone to any

I

trouble, he insisted upon my coming to liis

house and making it my home during my stay.

What coidd one do, in the face of such iiearty

hospitality, and backed by the assertion "That

1 would be no trouble, that he would be only

t)o glad to have me, and that he wanted to

have me where he could talk to me," but to

accept? And I soon found myself, bag and

baggage, installed in a comfortable room at his

home, which I made mine during my two

weeks' stay, and talkinLr about the birds which

were grouped in cases about his den, a never-
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failing- topic wliicli engrossed ns whenever we

were togetlier, and his companionsliip, tliougli

many years divided ns, and his kindness will

long be remembered by me as prime factors

in making my stay there nnmbered among the

"red-letter days of my life."

While sitting here in his stndio, snrroiuided

by his birds, his friends and companions;

beautifnl paintings, the handiwork of his two

accomplished daughters; and his many memen-
toes of visits of friends, among wliom are

those of royal blood; and of his travels, one

of which was made at the request of Her

Majesty, his adopted sovereign (for Mr. Downs
was born beneatli the stars and stripes) and

whicli was made in a sliip-of-war placed at his

disposal by royal mandate; he recounted to

me the story of his life, so well told by the

facile pen of Mr. Hallock, and I then thought,

while he told of his many trials and disappoint-

ments before success crowned his labors, in

endeavoring to fill his grounds with useful and

instructive examples of the animal life of the

world, tiiat the name of tliis pioneer of

natural history should be in the mouth of every

admirer of the birds and animals which he

loved so well, and upon which he lavished the

best years of his life and the proceeds of the

toil of his hands and brain; and that the story

of his works should be told to the children

for whose instruction he labored for so many
years.

Am:>ng tlie denizens of his aviary besides

the old white Cockatoo, whose heart I won on

the first day of my stay, and whose reiterated

'> How are you, How do you do," rings even

now in my ears, and whose eldrich scream

woke the whole house whenever 1 left him, is

a specimen of the Purple Gallinule (loiKiniis

iiiartiiticd) taken in Nova .Scotia, and which is,

1 venture to say, the only one in the counti-y

kept in captivity.

It was, when 1 left thei'e, haiipily carrying

on its existence within the narrow limits of the

little room surrounded by its wire net-work,

and at night regularly jiercliing upon tlie

spruce tree whicli stands in the (!entre of the

cage, crouching upon the forks, and spreading

over the twigs tlie long and su])ple toes,

intended by Dame \ature for supporting it

upon the net-work of acjuatic plants.

Perhaps at some future time I may t('ll you of

some of the other denizens of tiiis fascinating

place, and of some of the other accpiaintances

wliicli 1 made under the care of tlu^ good old

man. F. A. lialcs.

Evening Grosbeaks.

AT SUMMIT, N. .J.

After reading the accounts in the February

O. & O. of the unusual drift of the Evening
Grosbeaks into the northeastern states, 1

thought I would add my experience to the

list. On March (i, 18i)0 I was exceedingly sur-

lirised to see a flock of frt)m ten to fifteen

of these birds feeding on last year's dogwood
berries. They were exceedingly tame and
allowed me to approach and stand under the

tree where they were for quite a little while,

being within about eight feet of (Uie. They
were mostly females. I was unable at the time

to secure any for my collection, and so had to

content myself by merely observing them.

There were about eight inches of snow on the

ground and the air was quite sharp. This is

the first time I have ever seen any around

here. !!';». Oakley Rnyi)iii\Kl.

AT oiiOXO, MAIXE.

On the morning of February 2Sth, while

passing not far from a river, my attention was
attracted by the note of a l)ird which seemed to

come from tlie opposite side of the river. I

imitated the sound, and soon a bird flew across

the river, and lit in a tree (juite near me. 1

recognized it as a beautiful male Evening

Grosbeak.

I think this is the tirst appearance of this

bird in this state. Robert II. FernaUl.

IX MASSACHUSETTS.

Seven Evening Grosbeaks were taken at So.

Natick (I mile from the Wellesley locality).

They were very tame, flying only a short dis-

tance at the report of a gun, and were engaged

in feeding upon majjle buds. .1. P. Morse.

March 11, 18!»().

Two Evening (rrosbeaks, $ and 9, taken

March 8, 1890, at Maple St., West Koxbury,

district, Boston, Mass., by Arthur L. Keagli.

liotli birds were seen and one shot. The
other came liack in about twenty minutes

and was sei'ured.

The Cowbird.

The Puri)le Finch should be added to the

list of birds imposed upon by the Cowbird. I

have a clutch of Puii)le P'incirs eggs, contain-

ing a Cowbird's egg. .1. //. Alherger.

Itliaca, X.Y.
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EditoriaL

Tlie gieat majority of oolooical collectors

are honest, and when they send oute^^gs which

are not correct it is owino' to if^norance or to

want of proper identilication. Unfortunately,

however, there are those who are positively

dishonest, and whose "errors" are the result

of a deliberate intention to defraud.

In this class we must place the collector who
sent out eoo's of the common Eno'lisii Sj)arrow

{I^iiNHi'r (liijiK'xtirii.s) and called tliem on the

data Fox Sparrow {PdNscrcllK ilitird,) and also

sent Osprey's e<4'j;s for (Jyrfalcon'sl There

was no mistake about tliat, and it must have

l)een (h)ne desifjiiedly,

'l"he same man sent out e<;<;s of the Lapwinjjj

l]'<nii'lliis ri(ui'lhis) for those of the American
(Jolden Plover (('/niritdriiin diniiiiiicus), and
wrote on the data that they were collected by
liis collector on board of I'. S. Steamer Corwin

on its voyage to Alaska! lie had no collector

on board of that t)r any other vessel, and de-

liberately tried to defraud.

His latest exploit was taking ejjgs of the

common Kingbird (Ti/rnnnK.s t!/ra)})iii.s) and by
introducing a thick solution of vermillion

water-color paint inside an<l tiirough their

blow holes they were made to assuaie some-
what of the roseate or pinkish luie which is

characteristic of the (oay Kingbird (T..il(>inin-

ireii.sl.s), and that is wliat he called them.

Another man sent a set of Common Dove's

eggs (ZeiKiidurd, iimcrourd) and called, them
eggs of the Poor Will {PhalmwpUlm nuttaUi),

l)ut lie forgot to rub out the Dove's number
before marking tiie eggs as Poor Will's!

A western collector sent a set of eggs of the

Common Tern {Sfcnict lilrumhi) and actually

had the impudence to label tliem Woodcock
{PltiloheUi itihior).

An eastern man took a set of Bank Swallow's

eggs {Cl'uHcoUt rii>i(ri(t) and decorated them
with minute sjjots of oil paint of a reddish-

brown hue, and then called tliem Canadian
Warbler (St/lcnnin cawuleiiKis).

Of the men who procure European eggs and
pass them off as genuine eggs of closely allied

North American species it is not necessary to

speak, as tliis is an old game and the parties

who practise it are well known.
These dishonest practices are a disgrace to

those who pursue them, and if it can be

stopped in no other way, they should be ex-

posed to warn all honest men of their true

character.

Correspondence.

C. J. Maynard is Good Authority.

Editor O. »fc O.:

I have just now found time to look through

Maynard' s eggs of \orth American Birds,

which I received from you just before starting

south. I consider it the best book of the

kind ever published. It is condensed down
into a convenient size to use for reference and
as the ])rice is very reasonable I do not see

how anyone interested in oology can at^'ord to

be without it. In looking thrtuigh the water

birds I was very much pleased at the accuracy

of Prof, Maynard' s description of the nesting of

the Common, Arctic and Roseate Terns, He
says: "The nesting habits of the three last

given species serve to identify the eggs in a

measure. No. 70 nests in sand hills, but sel-

dom (-onstructs much of a nest, a little grass

only being used; No. 71 lays on the naked sand

without a nest; N(». 1'2 in the sand-hills and

constructs a more or less elaborate nest of

sticks." I have had a vast experience in ob-

serving the nesting habits of these three terns

on our N. E. coast, and it coincides exactly

with Prof. Maynard' s remarks.

The plates are accurately drawn, especially

those of the water and game birds. Taking it as
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a whole the work reflects mucli credit upon the

author, w/io has done more to advance the study

of oology in North America than any other limnrj

naturalist. John C. (Jahoon.

New York, N. Y., Feb. 26, 18i)0.

Editor O. & ().:

Ill this land of long summers and sunny

days we liave practically no small l)irds. The

Eagle, the Hawk, the Kingfisher and the Crow

are all represented, but the merry warbling

birds are singularly absent. The few small

birds that make their homes here are songless

and dull in color. Birds of bright plumage

are rarely seen.

No two men seem to agree as to the cause

of the scarcity of small birds. fSome say it is

lack of food, but this can not be as wild ber-

ries and seed grasses are abundant. The

Eagles and Hawks are so plentiful tliat

tlielr deadly work of extermination is the

only cause. The only birds tliat make a

fight for existence are the crows, and they are

the losers in many a battle. We shall have

to be in a land without birds until the coun-

try becomes better settled.

Robert G. Muckay.
Vancouver, B.C.

Editor O. <t- O.:

Through tlie kindness of Mr. William

Thompson at oSo Washington St., Boston, I

was shown a very beautiful partial albino spec-

imen of our common Robin {]\Ierula migra-

toria). It was shot at Farmington, Me., from

a flock of noinial colored birds of the same
kind about Nov. 1st of last year (1889) by Mr.

Alexander Forsytlie, a resident of the above

place. To describe the bird roughly I migiit

say, breast, mottled-wliite and reddish-brown;

tliroat, primaries, secondaries and central tail

feathers, white, the entire upper surface with

this exception, of a very light chocolate color.

Partial albinos of our well-known Robin are

not of rare occurrence, and from my experi-

ence occur as often in this species as in any

otiier, yet it strikes me such freaks of nature

are worth recording. Shelley W. Denton.

Wclleslev, Mass.

On March Sth, while duck shooting at

Scpiantuin (7 miles from Boston) I had the

good fortune to secure a Wilson's Snipe. On
severing it I found it to be a 9; very lean, and
nothing in the crop except a very little green-

ish substance resembling eel grass. It flew

within Ave yards of me and lit in a snow bank,

where I easily procured it with dust shot.

S. K. Patten.

Edito;/- of O. <k O.:

Allow me to add my mitf; in regard to that

"cheeky Cowbird." That is, a set of four

Catbirds which contained two of the Cowbird;

taken near Saginaw, Mich., in 1887.

Ed. Van Winkle.
Mareli 0, 1890.

Perhaps He'll be Editor Some Day.

Dear Uncle Frank: I note with pleasure

that you have added a personal column to

your esteemed publication. Now I have had
?i personal experience, and I want to give the

benefit of it to the readers of the O. & O.

While traversing the woods last summer I

was fortunate enough to witness a curious

fight between a black snake and chipmunk.

The snake was at least 5 feet inches long.

When I first saw them the snake was coiled

to strike. Chippy was quietly gnawing a wal-

nut, apparently not aware of his dangerous

enemy. Suddenly the snake uncoiled, but his

poisonous fangs did not touch Chippy, who
witli a quick boiuid was out of harm's way.

Now comes the most curious part of all. Tlie

chipmunk, instead of fleeing to a place of

safety, suddenly turned and with his puny
paws hurled the nut he h.ad been gnawing at

the snake, striking him on the head and

instantly killing him. Fred C. Stone.

P.S. If any one of your readers wishes for

further particulars refer them to me. F. C. S.

Great Gray Owl.

I had a (ireat Gray Owl come in to-day. It

was shot at Wells, Me., last week. I thought

you would like to know about it for the O. A O.

E. P. Wonson.
Gloueester, Mass.

New Publications.

A new and revised edition of Lessons in Jlotany

by Alphonso Wood, has lately appeared from

the press of A. S. Barnes & Co. 'J'lie worth of

the old edition issued some 20 years ago is

well known to all stiulents and educators in

this science, and this revised edition cannot

fail to occupy a still higher place in the Bibli-

ography of Botony. It is especially adapted

to the young student as a primary stej) to the

study of the science in its advanced stages.



APRIL, 1890.

Kntorc.l at liostmi I'ost onu-p as Se(^n(l-^la^5i* "IfTuttcr.
li-,8lj{ij(tion

r\' :'-

.'^* A-'



CONTENTS.
VOL. XV., NO. 4, APRIL, 1890.

The Shore Bird Migration at Monomoy Island, Cape Cod,
Mass., Summer of 1888 John C. Cahoon 49

The Eggs I Didn't Take . . , • Ben Hokey 52

A Series of Eggs of the Louisiana Water Thrush . . . J. P. N 53

Wanderings, No. 7, • • . F. A. Bates 54

Alexander Wilson Jos. M. Wade 55

Notes from Millbury, Mass H. T. V. 56

The J. P. N. Collection of Eggs of the Raptores 56

Late Nesting of the Crow S. R. Ingersoll 56

A List of the Birds of McLennan County, Texas . . . Elanoides 57

Evening Grosbeaks Again Seen 59

iVhat a Pet Theory Suggests Mossback 60

Wants Size ot Eagle Kept Within Scientific Limits . . . H.R.Taylor 60

No Rarefied Air in This S. Raeder 60

Editorial 61

Brief Notes 62

New Publications 63

Correspondence .64

Z O E.•»• A. L-J fc. -f
A monthly magazine devoted to Biological observations.

YEARLY SUBSCRIPTIONS, $2.00. SINGLE COPY, 20 CENTS.
PUBLISHED BY

ZOe F=>UBL-ISHING COTVTF^KNY,
P.O. BOX 2114. SAN FRANCISCO, CAL.

Bird Skins and Eggs of Southern Arizona.
During the season of 1890 I shall collect, for scientific purposes, specimens in

Natural History of the mountainous portions of Arizona. Special attention will

be given to the rare and little known species, and to persons desiring such ma-
terial further information will be given.

OTHO C POLING - - - I=ORT HUKCHWCT^. T^.T.

Eggs in Sets Apr. 1 5, I 890.
A.O.U. No. 1, 3, 4, 6, 7, 12, 13, 16, 27, 29, .30, .30a, 31, 32, 35, 40, 47, 49, 51a, 54, 56, 5S, 59, 63, 64, 65, 67, 69, 70, 71, 72, 74, 75, 76, 77'

79, 80, 86, 90, 92, 106, 117, 118, 119, 120, 120a, 122, 123b, 126, 132, 133, 140, 141, 142, 143, 146, 147, 152, 155, 160, 167, 17Ia, 172, 172a'

180, 182, 186, 191,194, 196, 197, 199, 200, 201, 202, 203, 207, 208, 211,213, 214, 218, 219, 221, 223, 224, 225, 229, 258, 261, 263, 271-

273, 280, 285, 286, 289, 289a, 289b, 293a, 294, 297, 300, 305, 316, 320. 325,326, 331,3,33,335,336, 337, 337b, .339, ,341,

342, 343, ,347, 352, .360, 364, 366, 368, 373, .373a, 373e, 375a, 378, .381, .384, ,385, .387, 388, .390, 39.30, 394, 402, 406, 408, 409,

412, 413, 416, 417, 420, 421, 423,428, 429, 430, 431, 433, 443, 444, 445, 447, 448, 452, 454, 456, 457, 458, 461, 462, 464, 465, 466,

466a, 467, 474, 474c, 474e, 474f, 475, 476, 477, 481,483,484,488, 489, 490, 495, 495a. 497, 498, 499, 500, ,501, 501b, ,505, .50.5a,

.500, ,507, .508, .510, 511, 511a, 5111), 512,513,517,517a, 518,519,519a, 528, .529, .530. ,531, 538, 540, 542a, 546, 546a, .552, .5.52a,

555, .5.56, .558, 560, 560a, .563, .507, .567a, .569, 573, 574, .581,.581a, 581c, 581d,.5Sle,,584,.587, 587a, .588, 588a, .588b, ,590, ,591b, .592,

.593, .594, .595, .596, 597, 598, 599, 601, 604, 605, (i08, 610, 611, 612, 613, 614, 616, (;]7, (ilO, 622, 622a, 622b, 624, 627, 628, 629, 630,

631, 6.33, 633a, 636, 637, 642, 643, 648, 6.52, 6.57, 6.59,671, 673,674,676,681, 683, 683a, (i84, 6S.5a, 687, 698,701, 703, 704,

705, 70(;, 707, 707a, 708, 710, 712, 713, 715, 718, 721, 721a, 725, 727, 729, 733, 735,736, 742, 743,746,751, 763,7.5.5,7.56,7.58,

758a, 7.59b, 760, 761, 761a, 764, 765, 766, 7(57, 7tlH.

Many of these sets are extremely rare, and no discount can be made from list prices. Some sets are ac-
companied by nests, in which case they will positively not be sold sei)arately. A few of the rarer sets contain
damaged eggs, held on account of the scarcity, full particulars will be given on inquiry. Single eggs of many
of these and others in great variety.

Frank B. Webster,
409 Washington Street, - - - Boston.

Rand.^ll & Langlev, Printers, Hyde Park, Mass.



ORNITHOLOGIST
—AND-

00L0GI8T.
$1.00 per

Annum.
rUHLISHEI) KY FRANK B. WEBSTEK.

Established, March, 1875.

Single Copy
10 cents.

Vol. XV. BOSTON, MASS., APRIL, 1890. No. 4.

The Shore Bird Migration at Mono-
moy Island, Cape Cod, Mass.,

Summer of 1888.

\() note.s were taken between May '27tli and

. I line .^tli, as I was away from tlie Island

during tliat period. .June 8, 1888, wind north-

east to north, fresh. Saw one small flock of

Bhaok-bellied Plover on tlie flats, and one

Greater Yellow-leg;s on tiie meadow. Large

(tuUs, (mostly Heiring) much decreased.

Water fowl seen were three Sheldrakes. Night

Herons increasing on the meadows.

June ilth, wind northeast to southwest,

fiesh in the afternoon. No shore birds seen.

June 12th, wind northwest to north, fresh;

weather, fair. A bunch of six Great North-

ern Divers seen out in (he bay, and six Rich-

ardson's .Jaegers i)assed over the island.

Hed -winged Blackbirds, Sharp-tailed Finches,

and Savannah Sparrows breeding at this date.

June 13th. wind southwest, moderately fresh ;

weather fair. One Hock of about twenty

Black-bellied Plover passed over the island

high u}) in tiie air.

June 14th, wind south, moderately fresh,

with rain in the afternoon. Found Least

'i'eins common on their breeding grf)und on

tlie high beach, but found none nesting.

Found two nests of Piping I'lover, one with

four eggs, and the other with one. Saw sev.

eral Scoters tlyiiig down the beach outside of

the bieakers.

.lune l.")th, wind soutJi to southwest. m()der-

atc, witli light rain and fog. Took a long

tramp out over tlie Hats butsaw noshore birds.

Saw one tlock of seven Sheldrakes flying about

out in the bay.

June Itlth, wind all ways, moderate: weatlier

fair. One (Greater Yellow-legs the only sh<u-e

bird seen. Saw six frreat Northern Divers out

in the bay.

June ISth, wind soutliwest, fresli ; weather

fair. Large Gulls tolerably common. A few

Sheldrakes remain.

June lUth, wind northeast, fresh; weather

fair. One Hock of Sheldrakes noticed. Night

Herons abundant on the salt meadows.

June 20th, wind southwest in forenoon, fresh,

northeast in afternoon, becoming calm. No
water birds seen excepting Night Herons.

June 2 1st, wind southeast, fresh with thick

fog. Only shore birds seen were several Spot-

ted Sandpipers.

.June 22d, wind southwest, fresh, with fog-

most of the day. Went up on to the high

beach. Found Least Tern nesting. A nest

with one egg found, and saw several fisher-

men that had collected several sets. Not a

day passes in the summer that the fishermen

about this island do not patrol the beach in

search of the Tern's and Piping Plover's eggs.

The birds have no chance to breed. When
I first visited the island about six years ago

there were several hundred pairs of Least

Tern breeding, but they have now become

reduced to less than twenty-tive pair. Several

Scoters seen flying about on the outside.

Found Piping Plover and Spotted Sandpipers

common at the Point.

June 27th, wind northwest, fresh; weather

fair. A few Great Northern Divers still re-

main out in the bay. Some fifty or more

large Gulls are seen about the bars. Terns on

the increase.

June 28th, wind northeast, fresh; weather

cloiuly with rain after 4 p.m. Saw fcnn- Great

Xorthern Divers near the beach. Saw two

"cripples."" a Semipahmted Plover and Sand-

l)iper in down, running about in the beach

grass.

June 2i)th, wind northeast, fresh with light

lains. Visited the high beach and found sev-

eral sets of two eggs each of the Least Tern.

Large numbers of Roseate and Common Terns

seen flying ahnig over the beach or fishing (uit-

side of the surf. Large (iulls decreasing.

Copyright. I.SK), by Fi!axk H. \Vehster.
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June SOtli, wind southwest, fresh; weather

fair. Large numbers of Tern seen about the

island to-day.

July 1st, wind northeast and blew a gale all

day, with rain in tlie evening. Terns very

abundant on bars near the "cut-tlirougli."

Young Spotted Sandpipers tolerably common.

July 2d, wind northeast, fresh. Very few

large Gulls seen at tliis date. Terns on the

increase. One Great Nortliern Diver remains

about tlie island.
I

July ;3d, wind southwest, light; weatlier fair.

Saw several flocks of Semipalmated Sand-

pipers flying from the southward this morn-

ing. SaAV several Petrels out in the bay.

July 6th, wind northwest, fresh; weather

fair. Saw three large Plovers flying from the

Hats. Several small Hocks of Semipalmated

Sandpipers, one single Sanderling and three

flocks of Scoters seen. Large Gulls on the

increase.

July 7th, wind southwest, fresh; weatlier

,

fair. Did not go out on the flats. Saw a

large number, of Gulls on the bars.

July 8th, wind northwest, fresh, changing to

southwest, light in the afternoon; clear,
j

Several Semipalmated Sandpipers seen on the

flats. Several small flocks of Scoters, and

four Petrels seen out on the bay.

July 11th, wind southeast, moderately

fresh, with fog most of the day. Several

Petrels and a flock of twelve Great Northern

Divers seen out in the bay. A full plumaged,

or adult. Black Tern, seen in company with

some Common Tern. Large flock of Night

Herons on the marshes.

July 12th, wind southwest, fiesli gale;

weather fair. Shore birds noticed were sev-

eral Semii)almated Sandpipers flying from the

flats.

July l:5th, wind northeast, moderate;

weather clear. Several flocks of Semipalmated,

and one of Least Sandpipers seen. Finir Red-

breasted Suijie niul (me Ped-breasted Sand-

piper were among tlie arrivals to-day. One

Greater Yellow-legs heard. Anumber of birds

seen on the flats that I could not identify.

July 14th, wind all ways, moderate; weather

fair. Shore birds noticed to-day were six

flocks of Semipalmated Sandpipers iiiid one

single Hudsonian Gurlew.

June 15tli,wiud southwest, moderate; weath-

er fair. Two Hocks, one of six and one of ten

Red-breasted Snipe came along to-day. In-

crease noticed of Semipalmated Sandpipers.

July 16th, wind northeast to east, moderate;

weather fair. Sandpipers much increased.

July 17th, wind east, moderate; weather

fair. Large flocks of Semipalmated Sand-

pipers came along to-day.

July IStli, wind east to northeast, moderate,

with fog in the afternoon. One Greater Yellow-

legs seen flying over the house.* Least Sand-

pipers common on the salt marshes.

July lOth, wind southeast to southward,

fresh, with fog part of the day. A marked

increase in shore birds noticed to-day. Saw
as many as seventy -Ave Red-breasted Snipe, the

largest flock containing thirteen. Several

small flocks of Yellow-legs seen on the flats at

the edge of Salt meadows in company \\ith

Snipe and Stilt Sandpipers. A few seen on

the meadows. Three Stilt Sandpipers in adult

or breeding plumage shot while flying to my
decoys on the meadows. Several others seen

in coinii my with Yellow-legs and Red-breasted

Snipe on the flats. Semipalmated Sand-

pipers abundant.

July 20Lh, wind south to southwest, moder-

ate. Red-breasted Snipe remain about the

same as yesterday. One small flock of Yellow-

legs seen. A Hu.lsonian Curlew heard.

July 21st, wind southeast in the forenoon,

changing to soutliwest in the afternoon, light

rains witli fog i)art of the day. Saw several

flocks of Red-breasted Snipe and several flocks

of Snipe and Yellow-legs togetlier. Eight Red-

breasted Snii)e collected were all in adult

plumage. Large Gulls very much increased.

A pair of Hudsonian Curlews seen on the

flats.

July 2>>d, wind southwest, fresh; weather fair.

Red-breasted Snipe on the decrease. Oilier

birds remain about the same.

July 21th, wind southwest, fresh, with fog

l^art of the day. Took a long tramp out over

the flats. Found Semipalmated Sandpipers

abundant. Saw about two dozen Semipal-

mated Plovers. Other birds seen were two

adult Black-bellied Plover, three [Jonajiarte's

(4ulls, two Ued-breasted Snipe, and a bunch of

eighteen Sanderlings.

July 2.")th, wiml northwest to sonthwest,

m )derate; weather fair. No new arrivals.

Two Red-breasted Siii])e seen. Made a visit to

the high beach. Foiuil Least Tern decreased

since last visit. Should judge that there were

some young on the beacli from seeing the

old birds flying about with lish in their bills.

One Greater Yellow-legs seen flying over the

meadows.

Julv 2(')th, wind southwest, fresh: weather

* Hoiiso (if till' liristol lir.mtiii.:;' Cluli
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tiiir. Sliore birds noticed were several flocks

of Sfiiiipiiliuatcd Siindpiiters. Roseate and

Coiunion Terns ;iliini(l;ml, hut no Arctics seen.

July27tli, wind all ways, moderate with rain.

Only birds seen on the flats were Semipal-

niated Sandpipers, Sandorlin<;s and several

other Ijirds I could not identity.

July •JStli, wind north to northeast with rain.

\ew arrival was a Red-breasted 8and))iper.

Anjiust 1st, wind nftrtliwest to southeast,

fresh, nnideratinji to calm. Saw large flock of

Semipalmated Sandjiipers about the "cut

through. One Turnstone seen on tlie flats,

and a dock of Scoteis out in the bay.

August 2d, wind northwest to southwest,

very light; weather fair. Sanderlings abundant,

Turnstone common, several large floeks being

seen. Semipalmated Sandpipers abundant ami

on the increase. A small flock of Black-

bellied Plover three Red-breasted Snipe and sev-

eral Oreater Yellow-legs were noticed at the

"cut througli." Examined thirteen Sanderlings

collected to-day. I found tliat four showed as

much rusty or brown coloration about their

throats and necks as the highest colored spring

specimens. The others, with the exceptit)n of

two, show more or less rusty color in their

plumage. None in young oi' winter plumage.

August od, wind southwest in tlie afternoon,

moderate, fresh; weather fair. Sandeilings

decreased. Least Sandpipers abundant on the

meadows. Semipalmated Plover common.
Other birds seen were a flock of seven Greater

Yellow-legs, a flock of twelve Bcuiaparte's Gulls

and a single one, one Red-breasted Sandpiper,

one Red-breasted Snii^e. and a large flock and

several single Black-bellied Plover. Young of

the year. Piping Plover, noticed full grown.

August 4th, wind soutliwest, very fresh with

rain in the afternoon. Saw seveial small flocks

of P)lack-bellied Plover. Other l)irds remain

tile same.

August 10th, wind north to northeast, moder-

ate: weather fair. I iiax'e been away from the

island since August 4th. During my absence

t wo Stilt Sandpipers, one Iludsonian Curlew,

and one Willet have been shot by gunners.

'l"o-day found Sanderlings scarce. Semipal-

mated Sand]iiiiers mucdi decreased, Semijjal-

mated Plover increased, and Black-bellied

Plover much increased. Sevei'al Red-breasted

.Snii)e and Sandpipers seen, ami tiiree Pectoral

Sandpipers flew over my stainl on tlie flats.

August 11th. wind iioitheast, moderate,

fresh; weather fair. Birds very much the same
as yesterday. Semipalmated Sand})ipers col-

lected in the young of tlu' year ])lumage,

also tliree Red-breasted Snipe in young plum-

age. One Red-breasted Snipe was in adult

dress. Slu)t four Black-bellied Plover, one in

fourth stage or nearly full plumage, one in

third, one in second, and the other in the flrst

or young of the year. Two Willet's seen, also

large flocks of Night Herons.

August l-'Uh, wind southeast in the forenoon

very fi-esh with heavy rain, changing to s(uith-

west with fair weather in tlie afternoon. Birds

remain the same as yesterday.

August 14th, wind west to northwest, very

fresh all day. Spent the afternoon in company

with two gentlemen from New Haven on the

meadows. A flock of flfteen (Greater Yellow-

legs was started from the meadow. Six Red-

breasted Snipe in young plumage, six or more

Yellow-legs, one Greater Yellow-legs, two Pec-

torals, and one Hudsonian Cixrlew were taken

by our party. Several other Hudsonian or Jack

Curlew seen. Least and Semipalmated Sand-

l)ipers abundant. Several large flt)cks of Black-

bellied I'iover seen flying to the high beach.

August 15th. wiml southwest, very fresh. Xo
large liirds seen. Black Duck and a Solitary

Saudi)ii)er were taken by tlie New Haven

gentlemen this afternoon. Several Petrels

seen out in the bay.

August Kith, wind southwest, very fresh;

weather fair. No change noticed in the

birds, (iunners shot nine Red-breasted Sand-

pipers on the flats. A White-rumped Sand-

piper taken by the Xew Haven gentlemen.

Richardson's Jaegers abundant. Took a $
'. Piping Plover in the adult plumage.

August 17th, wind southwest, very fresh;

weather fair. Small increase in Black-bellied

Plover. Six or more Red-breasted Sandpipers

jseen; Several Red-breasted Snipe in young

plumage noticed; young of the year, Semipal-

i
mated I'iover, taken; several Black Tern in

the young plumage were seen.

j

August iStli, wind northwest to southwest,

moderate, fresh. Birds remain the same as

yesterday.

August 2!>tli, wind northwest to east;

weather fair. Several Willets seen; other

birds remain the same.

August 21st, wind southeast, moderate,

fi'esh. with light rains. Went up to the high

bea(di. Saw six large flocks of Black-bellied

Plover, and several shot were in very dark

plumage. Several small flocks of Turnstone

were noticed in young plumage. Least and

Semipalmated Sandpipers and Plover common

on the meadows where several Greater Yellow-

legs were seen.
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August 22(1, wind northwest to southwest,

very fresh ; weatlier fair. Did not see many
birds about to-day. A small number of Wil-

lets seen. A flock of Black Ducks numbering

about eight seen flying over the meadows, and

some four or five flocks of Black-bellied

Plover noticed flying to the high beach.

August 2od, wind northwest, fresli. Saw
several Black Terns, young i)lumage, out in

the bay.

August 24th, wind southwest, very fresh;

weather fair. Several flocks of young Red-

breasted Sandpipers and a small number of

Black Terns, young, were seen.

August 25tli, wind west to southwest;

weather fair. New arrivals to-day were a

small number of Pectoral Sandpii)ers. Sev-

eral each of Hudsonian Curlew, Black Tern

and Willets noticed. A flock of about thirty

Bed-breasted Sandpipers seen flying over the

island.

August 2(Jth, wind southwest, very fresli.

Several small flocks of Pectorals seen on the

meadows.

August 27tli, wind west, very fresli with

tempest and light rain in the afternoon. Birds

remain about the same. Several flocks of

Bed-breasted Snipe seen. Several Bonaparte's

or White-rumped Sandpipers seen and one

taken. An adult Black Tern seen.

August 2Sth, wind mn-thwest, very fresh,

moderating to north in the afternoon ; weather

.fair. New arrivals seen were a large flock of

(lolden Plover seen flying over the island, and

four found on the meadows; a Black-billed

Cuckoo shot by Mr. J. F. Whiting.

August 29tli, wind northwest to southwest,

very fresh ; weather fair. 'I'wo (iolden Plover

taken (Hi the meadows. Sanderlings, young,

abundant. Several Pe(;torals seen on llie

meadows. A Titlark taken by ".1. F. \V.,"

which is very early for this bird to arrive at

the island.

August oOtli, wind southwest, very fresh all

day; weather fair. A Solitary Saiidjdper taken

on the meadow. Other birds remain the same.

August :Ilst, wind southwest, very fresh,

changing to south in the afternoon. A young

$ Baird's Sandjiiiier was taken by a, New
Haven gentleman as recorded in t lie (). A.' <).,

December, 1<SS8. Jo/ui C'. CaliDoii.

The Eggs I Didn't Take.

We have received the Transactions of tlie

New York Academy of Science, Vol. IN'. \os.

1 and 2, October and November, 1889.

While reading Mr. C. S. Brimley's article on

the nesting of the Euby-throated Hum-
mingbird, in the February O. & O. my mind
wandered back to the circumstances attending

my first find of the eggs of that species. \t

was on the oOth day of May, 1885. At that

time I was just beginning to study the lessons

that all lovers of natural history must learn

sooner or later, and my mind and interests

were being slowly centered on the study of

oology and its inseparable companion orni-

thology. No one of all the memorable events

in my varied experience at collecting has

made such a deej) impression upon my mind
as the finding of my first Hummingbird's
nest. Aimlessly I wandered the familiar

wood paths on that bright Memorial day morn-

ing, and a moniing such as only the queen of

all months can furnish, paying no special at-

tention to anything and yet taking in, in one

grasp tlie whole of nature from the modest
violet to the showy box; from the iiKpiisitive

mos([uito to the "thousand legs" that 1 dis-

tuibed by kicking away the stick under which
he was hidden ; from the sidiinx-like Humming-
bird to the majestic Bed-tail soaring high over

head, trying in some way to satisfy that vague

longing for something, 1 hardly knew wliat;

that longing which causes all boys who liave

reached the age of sixteen to take the road to

usefulness and manhood or rice versa.

This was one of those mornings whiili had

been so common lately in which nature, robed

as .she was in her vesture of emerald, and

holding forth all the charms of vernal beauty,

was swiftly and silently encircling me with

b.iiids which should hold for years, and giv-

ing me desires which should have their eflect

upon my whole life. But I am getting away
from my subject, and yet the picture of that

moiniiig comes up so vividly before me that I

cannot but describe it. Are not the majority

of us led into the study of nature in something

the same way? "There is a divinity that

shapes our ends, rough hew them as we may."

Now to that Hummingbird's nest. As I was

passing along a well-worn cart path my atten-

tion was attracted by a nummingbird which

darted by my head, and Hying to an old ash

tree alighted directly upon a lichen covered

kiiot(':'). I stood watching the bird for a mo-

ment, when it suddenly flashed through my
mind that, that selfsame knot was no knot at

all, but a nest. Some of you who remember

your first find can jierhaps iniagine my feel-
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ings. My next thought was "howsliall I secure

it?'' for the longings and aspirations of a full-

fledged oologist were suddenly born within me.

First I tried to reach it from the ground but

it was just two feet beyond my grasj). Then I

climbed the tree and peering into the nest

beheld the first eggs of Trnchilnx colnbris that

I had ever seen,— and weren't they beauties ?

But still they might as well have been in Africa

as far as accessibility was concerned. You
may say why didn't I employ one of the thous-

and and one ai-ts understood by the oologist ?

Ah I but you must remember tliat this was

my ./fr.sV experience. Still I did not despair,

but going home I procured a saw, and on re-

turning, spent the next ten minutes seated

upon a stone wall in profound meditation. I

had found a nest and had a saw but still the

problem of bisection withoutdisplacement was

far from being solved. Many were the plans

but n(me of them seemed to be practical, un-

til finally I decided upon the one which

appeared to be the best. I drove the walking

stick, which I carried, into the ground directly

beneath the nest, then procuring a narrow

board I placed one end on the stick and the

other on the stone wall before mentioned, thus

forming a veiy imstable platform. This I

mounted with considerable difficulty, as you

m ly imagine, and began operations upon tiie

liml) about four inches back of the nest.

All this time the birds were flying around

my head and making things decidedly uncom-
fortable in that direction. Well, I had that

limb sawed about half off and was beginning

to congratulate myself on what a splendid

"nest egg'" for a collection I was going to pro-

cure when
" All at once and nothinj;' first,

.lust as lml)bles do when tliey hurst-"'

m^' i)latform went out from luider me. Of

course, as instinct i)rompted, I graspe<l the

branch as I felt myself falling, but no sooner

had reason had a chance to assert itself than I

thought that that very thing would spill the

eggs, so acting on the imi^ulse I made things

worse by letting go the branch. Up it shot

like a catapult, acting as such on the eggs, for

wlien the bran(di had reached its natural

height the eggs continiu'd their skyward
course. Imagine my thoughts. It was an

easy matter now to procure the nest comi>lete

which I did in a very short time. I now have

a hiindsome nest in my cabinet labeled Brock-

tun Heights, >[ayoO. ISS."), jind I also have in

my mind a vivid remembrance of the set of

eggs I didn" r take on my initiatory collecting

trij). Jien Ihikcy.

A Series of Eggs of the Louisiana

Water Thrush.

The eggs of the Louisiana or Large-billed

Water Thrush {SchirKx motncilln) exhibit

great variation in size and markings. The
nests, however, appear to be all similarly

constructed.

Set I. June 1, 1886. Edgecombe County,

N. C. Nest on ground, at the side of a small

creek. Composed of mud, leaves, fibrous root-

lets and moss rotten and decayed. Four eggs,

fresh. White, with a pinkish tinge, profusely

speckled all over the surface with cinnamon-

rufous. Near the larger ends there are indis-

tinct wreaths, composed of larger spots of

cinnamon-rufous, compactly arranged, and

also many spots of lilac-gray : .76 x .65 ; .78 x .65

;

.75X.64; .75x.64.

Set II. June 28, 1888. Monroe County, Pa.

Nest near the water, in roots of a fallen tree.

Composed of leaves on the outside, lined with

rootlets, feathers and hair. Four eggs, incu-

bation advanced. Light creamy white, speck-

led and spotted with hazel and lilac-gray. The

markings are all over the surface, but are

much thicker and heavier near the larger ends:

.79X.60; .79x.5!»; .80x.60; .7t»x.60.

Set III. April :)(), 1888. Iredell County,

N. C. Nest among roots, under the bank of a

stream. Five eggs, incubation begun. Light

creamy white, speckled with cinnamon and

lilac-gray. The markings are heavier near the

larger ends: .7")x.57: .74x..^.8; .76 x..")7; .74 x.58;

.71 X. .")().

Set IV. May 7, 1888. Iredell County, N. C.

Nest in the bank of a small stream. Five eggs,

incubation begun. White, speckled all over

with russet and lilac-gray. Near the larger

ends the specks increase in size and heaviness:

.79X.64; .79x.6:]; .82x.61; .79x.62; .7i»x.6:^.

Set V. April 30, 1888. Iredell County, N. C.

Nest between two roots, in the bank of a small

stream. Five eggs, incubation begun. Light

creamy white, sprinkled all over the surface

with specks of vinaceous and lilac-gray. Near

the larger ends the specks are so close together

that they form wreaths on some of the eggs:

.81x..")7: .79x..")6; .77x.5i>; .84x..50; .78x..58.

Set VI. April 30, ISSi). Wake County, N. C.

Nest three feet above the water, on the steep

bank of a small stream. Made of rotted leaves

outside, but the body of the nest is made of

grass and weed stems, and it was completely

sheltered above by the overhanging bank. Five

eggs, embryos rather large, but soft. Creamy
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white, speckled witli cinnamon-rufous and

lilac-gray. Near the larger ends the markings

increase in number and intensity, where they

form heavy wreaths: .72 x .02; .74 x .61 ; .7o x .61

;

.71X.60; .70x.60.

Set YII. April 29, 1889. Wake County,

iSr. C. Nest in steep bank of small stream,

four feet above water, the nest being com-

pletely sheltered from above by the overhang-

ing bank. The nest is a bulky structure of

dead leaves outside, but inside it is composed
of grass and weed stems. Five eggs, fresh.

Pinkish-white, speckled and spotted witli

cinnamon-rufous .and lilac-gray. Near the

larger ends the markings are much heavier,

and tlie lilac-gray is especially noticeable on

tliis set: .7<ix.59; .76x.r)9; .80x.60: .78x.")8:

.76X.60.

Set VUl. May 24, 1886. Saybrook, Conn.

Nest built among the roots of a maple tree,

prostrated in a thick swamp, about one foot

from the water. Composed outwardly of

muddy leaves, lined with fine roots, grass and

hair. Six eggs, fresh. White, tliickly speckled

all over with russet and lilac-gray. The mark-

ings are iieaviernear tiie larger ends: .77x.r)7;

.77X.60; .77X.60; .81x.6:]; .7.") x .61 ; .73 x.59.

Set IX. May 2, 1889. Wake County, N. C.

Nest three feet up, under roots on perpendic-

ulai' bank, over running water. Made of

rotten leaves, lined witii wee<l and grass stems.

Five eggs, fresh. White, heavily speckled and

si>()tted with hazel, chestnut and lilac-giay.

The markings are very heavy near the largei'

ends: .76x.()5; .74x.64; .76x.()4; .76x.64;

.7") x .6:1.

Set X. April 24, 18SS. Iredell County, X.C.

Nest in bank of a small stream. Five eggs.

fresh. White, with :i pinkish tinge, profusely

speckled all over with russet. Near the larger

ends tliere are a number of si)ots of russet and

lilac-gray of a larger size: .72x.")9: .72x.59;

.69 x ..">9; .m X .58 ; .73 x .59.

Set XI. May 1, ISSS. Iredell County, N. C.

Nest in bank of a streani. Five eggs, incuba-

tion begun. White, heavily spotted with

chestnut. Tliere are also a few spots of lilac-

gray, and the markings are much larger and

heavier at the greater ends: .82 x .62: .Sf) x .61 :

.84X.60; .78X.61; .80x.60.

Set XII. April :]0, I88S. Iredell ('.unity,

N. C. Nest in side of biuik of a smnll stream.

Five eggs, incubation begun. White, tinged

with pinkish; si)otted with lilac-gray and

chestnut. Tlie markings are heavier near the

larger ends: .76x.<>l; .75x.(iO; .75x.61;

.75 X .61 ; .77X.61. J. P. .V.

Wanderings, No. 7.

I.OST.

Some time ago, I said I would tell you liow

I got lost, and so to commence at the begin-

ning, I was spending a week in my old haunt
at Plymouth, Mass., in the month of July,

1889, and busily engaged in recruiting my
health, which had become somewhat damaged,
and on the last day but one before returning

to the city, i ventured to start on a walk of

about six miles to Ship Pond, which lies just

at the seashore, although I had been forbidden

by my physician to take any tramps.

My friend and myself started early in the

morning that we might go leisurely along, so

as not to weary me too much, and give us a

chance to sto]) and view the ever-varying scen-

ery and rest ourselves in the numerous sliady

dells which till this region.

To exi)laiu the wherefore of our mishap it

will, perhaps, be well to explain something of

the character of the country, that our rei)uta-

tion for woodcraft may not suffer too severely.

The soil of this region is almost entirely a

light (piiutz sand, the tail end of the drift of

the Glacial Period in Massachusetts, an«l the

grass is very scanty, and its footing in the soil

r.ather precarious. There being very little

travel through this section, excei)t on one or

two main roads, which connect Plymouth vil-

lage with the Cape towns, the ways soon be-

come more or less grown up wilh grass, if left

untravelled for a few weeks, and much re-

semble the iuimer(Uis "Wood roads" which,

if much used soon liecome to look like veritable

highways.

We left the main road after a bit to follow

up sonu^ bird, whose familiar notes excited

our curiosity, and chasing it about wandered

deeper and deeper into the wood.

We halt, and then move on from one charm-

ing spot to another, till we know not north

from south, and care but little.

"Well," you say, "you are two pretty

fellows, what are you way off here for'.*""

But, stranger, if you had ever been permitted

to rest your eye on one of the dainty palaces

of nitiin', which lieic rise uj* at every turn,

you would not ask.

A glen with steej) hills rising from the very

edge of the brook which ri])iiles ah»ng its

depths, shadc<l by noble trees whose trunks

are covered with the most beautiful lichens,

and from whose branches hang masses of

moss, which cover the giiarlcti and rugged

surface with a drapery so soft and beautiful I
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as to liold tlie eye entranced, and carpeted

with ;i texture of beautiful mosses, ferns and

luxurious plants that beautify every nook and

drooping over greet the water with a sweet

caress. The calm pools give back the dark

reflections of the foliage, and the voices of the

rippling shallows coinljine with the notes of

the joyous birds in the sweet harmony of

nature.

The fish darting to its hiding place, the

squirrel leaping from branch to branch, and

the whirring grouse started from her covert by

the approaching footstep, give life to the

beautiful scene.

And now, friend, can you wonder that the

weary denizen of the city, once more dropped
back into the days of his country boyhood,

should forget his mission, lose his way, and

here rest his weary eyes on the placid scene.

Hut we at last emerge into what seems like

a travelled highway and ("ontinue our journey.

After walking for some distance we think it

about time to smell salt water, but instead a

turn in the road discloses a pond fringed by
fields and dotted with water lilies, with a few

houses on its Ijordcr, the iijipearance of which

did not tally with that of any place which we
might expect to strike if on our jiroper course.

" Well, old man," says my friend, "what do

you think about this?"."

"Don't you know where we are?"
" Xo, I never was here before. I will inquire

at this house."

The inquiry produced the information that

we were at Savary's Pond, about three miles

south of where we should have been; and that

if we took a certain direction and went about

a mile, and then followed a foot-path and
tacked and gee-hawed into about forty differ-

ent points of the compass, we should reach our

desired haven of rest. All of which was as

clear as mud and about as cheering, but we
liad the general direction, and we trusted to

luck and our wits to coiiu' out right.

About three miles more brought us out at

the proper place, and the scene which greeted

our eyes well repaid us for oiu- trouble. The
])ond lies within twenty rods of the sea, and
with high tides aiul an easterly wind may
sometimes have its water tainted with the dash-

ing surf.

We ascended the cliffs, rising about 100 feet

sheer above the waters edge on either side

the outlet of the pond, and throwing ourselves

on the hardy herbage, which crowns the sum-
mit, feasted our eyes on the scene spread out

below us. The sandy shores of ('ape Tod

stretch themselves along the horizon with the

broad waters of the bay rolling between, dotted

here and there by passing vessels and by the

numerous boats and still more numerous buoys

of the lobster-men, who ply their trade in tlie

shallow waters. The Gulls sailed over the

waves, with their beautiful blue and white

plumage reflecting back the rays of sunshine

as they inclined their pinions to the varying

breezes.

But time flies, and the gathering clouds

which had dropped several showers during the

forenoon, now closing in and hiding the face

of the sun from our view, warned us that we
had better be cutting out our road homeward,

and with a last look at the view we pulled up

our belts another hole and started back.

All went well for a short time, but in the

course of an hour we came out of the woods

through which we had been travelling, and

another view of the sea broke upon us. But

how different from the other. Then the water

was smooth, the sun shining upon its surface

was reflected back by every ripple in a flash of

silvery fire, and the white sails were moving

slowly over the surface. But now all was

changed. Tlie wind had risen, and the boats,

close reefed, were scudding along with rail

half under the water and ever and anon hidden

from our sight by the bursts of rain which

was now steadily falling. The formerly placid

sea was dark and its surface, lashed by the

winds, was torn and whipped into spray, which

dashed against the rocky shores.

But this sight, grand as it was, was an un-

welcome one to us, for we should then have

been three niiles inland, and far from the

sound of the surf. So, taking the first road

leading to the westward, we resumed our

weary tramp through the sandy roads with the

rain beating down upon us, and as the miles

rolled away behind us we began to come in

sight of familiar scenes, till about 4 p.m. we

came in sight of our destination, after a tramp

of nearly twenty-four miles, half of which was

through wet, sandy paths, with dripping bushes

sweeping us as we passed, and with the rain

pouring down u]ion our devoted heads.

F. A. Bates.

Alexander Wilson.

It is a pleasure to inform the readers of the

Ornithologist and Oologist that I have negoti-

ated a sale of Wilson's own copy of his Ameri-

can Ornithology. Seven volumes of this copy
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are in the original slieets, unbound and uu-

tiimmed and interleaved with original MSS.

letters, poems, etc., with a prospectus for an

octavo edition which Wilson intended to liave

publislied had not his useful life been cut

short in its prime. Tlie remaining' two vol-

umes are bound in the usual manner of bind-

ing this work. Tlie collection has passed into

the hands of Mr. Henry D. Minot, a sincere

lover of life in nature. 1 believe this collec-

tion is second only to the one owned by the

writer, which includes over half of the origi-

nal drawings and a large number of unpub-

lished letters, as well as all his published works,

and those that have been written about him,

with the exception of two rare volumes which

a ten years' search in England has failed to

secure. Twice they were catalogued and

both times lost. I congratulate Mr. Minot, for

he knows Wilson, and to know him is to revere

his memory while earth life remains. Mr. Edi-

tor, I wish we could enlist you in the cause of

humanity to aid in stopping the wholesale

slaughter of birds. I would not again take an

egg from a bird's nest, neither would I kill even

a House Sparrow if the skins brought one hun-

dred dollars eacli. I was heartless while ignor-

ant, hence perhaps excusable. If fewer birds

were killed the price would advance and make a

mucli better business for dealers. The
excuse of scientists (?) is inexcusable. Tliey

can not study life in deatli. Any one who
knows what life is woidd never again take it

wilfully. I am glad to see tlie prosperity of

tlie O. & (). which I feel is assured by tlie

inipatented smile which its editor carries

around with him. Jon. M. ]]'(t<l<'.

Hostcm, Mass.

Notes from Millbury, Mass.

Red Crossbills, in small flocks, have been

ab(Uit here most of the winter. \Vliite-winged

Crossbills have also been seen several times,

nearly always feeding on the ground, and five

have been taken. Redpolls have been very

numerous all winter in Hocks containing from

two to three liiiiidrcd. They often came into

the gardens, and fed on small seeds; and

twice I have .seen them in the middle oi the

street with European S])airi>ws, Bluebirds,

liusty Blackbirds, Hed-headed Wood-jjcckers;

and Winter Wrens were seen Febiuaiy •J4tli

;

tlie 2.")th, Song Sparrows could be heard along

the Blackstone river. Jl. T. 1'. (>.

The J. P. N. Collection of Eggs of

the Raptores.

NAMES.
American Barn Owl,
Am. Long-eared Owl,

Short-eared Owl,

Barred Owl,

Florida Barred Owl.

Spotted Owl,

Screech Owl, ;i

Florida Screech Owl,
Texan Screech Owl,

Calit'ornian Screech Owl,

Rocky Mountain Screecli Owl
Great-horned Owl,

Western -horned Owl,
Dusky-horned Owl,

Hawk Owl,

Burrowinj; Owl, l-C, OS, 4-10, 1-11

Whitney's I'ygmy Owl, 1-2, .'5-3,

White (iyrfalcon,

Iceland (Jyrfaleon,

Macfarlane's (iyrfalcon,

Prairie Falcon,

SETS.

2-!5, 1-6, 1-7, 1-10,

1-4, 1-4, 3-6, 1-7,

1-4,

1.3-2, 11 -.3,

2-2,

1-2,

3-4, 3-5, 4-6,

2-3, 1-4,

i-4,

1-4, 1-5.

1-4,

4-2, 5-3,

3-2, 1-.3,

1-2,

1-7,

XO. OF
SETS.

5

6

1

24

Duck Hawk,
European Merlin,

Pigeon Hawk,
Sparrow Hawk,
European Ivestril,

Caracara Eagle,

Fish Hawk,
Swallow-tailed Kite,

White-tailed Kite,

iMississi])pi Kite,

Marsh Hawk,
Cooper's Hawk, ;

1-3,

1-2,

1-2, 1-3, 2-5,

2-3,

1-4,

-'-t,

1-3, 12-4, 14-5, 1-6,

3-5, 4-6,

;i-2, !»-3,

3-2, .36-3, 1-4,

1-2,

1-3, 2-4,

1-2,

2-4, 3-5, 2-6, 1-7,

, 1-3, 12-4,4-5, 1-6,

Sharp-shinned Hawk, 4-3, 13-4, 3-5, 1-

American (ioshawk,

SVestern (ioshawk,

Harris's Hawk,
European Buzzard,

Red-tailed Hawk,
Western Ke<l-tail,

Krider's Hawk,

1-2, 1-3,

1-2, 1-3,

1-2, 5-.3,

3-3, 2-4,

30-2, S-3, 3-4,

6-2, 2-3,

1-3, 1-4,

Red-shouldered Hawk, 1-1, 16-2,32-3, 17-4,

Florida Red-shouldered Hawk, 3-2,5-3,

Red-hellied Hawk. 1-2, 1-3,

White-tailed Hawk. 3-2,

Swainson's Hawk, 7-2, 1-3,

Broad-winged Hawk, 10-2, 7-.t, 1-4,

Am. Rough-legged Hawk, 1-2, 1-4,

Rough legged Hawk. 1-4,

Ferruginous Rough -lej.

(i olden Eagle,

Bald Eagle,

(iiay Sea Eagle,

Turkey Buzzard.

Black Vulture,

March 1, ISiio.

ied Hawk,
6-2, 1-3,

.3-2

1-2, 1-3,

13-2,

14-2,

Totals,

1

10

3

1

!»

4

1

1

12

4

1

1

1

4

2S

7

18

40

1

,3

1

S

21

21

41

S

>)

66

8

13

14

NO. OF
EO(iS.

33

34

4

59

4

'>

51

10

8

it

4

23

H

2

- 7

105

11

15

6

4

8

127

3it

45

118
•>

II

42

8;i

86

17

17

!t6

18

107

21

5

6

17

45

6

4

4

15

6

5

26

28

4ti5 1403

IjATk NKsTrx(i OK riiK Ciiow.—On Septem-
ber lOth, a Crow's nest was found here whi<'h

contained tlirce fresh eggs. Same nest was
used in the spring, |>ossibly hy the same
birdsC.*). ,S. /.'. Imirrsnll.

Ballston Spa. X.V.
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A List of the Birds of McLennan

Co., Texas.

These observations were inacU' in tlie years

ISSfi and 1 SSI) and nj) to September, ISSS. when
I left tlie conntry, bnt I conld devote bnt a

small portion of my time to the birds, so this

list is, I fear, very incomplete, bnt I hope it

may be of nse in <;ivin<i a ceneral idea of the

avian-fanna of McLellan Connty.

1. PodilymhiiH podicepfi ((5), Pied-billed

(irebe. Several were noticed in the winter.

2. PelhutiiKH en/flirnrfit/ncJinx (125), Amer-
ican White Pelican. Several were seen. \o
doubt a mijirant.

;]. Loiihnli/fe!< ntriiUdfiiff {\:^\), Hooded ^Nler-

•ianser. \V^inter visitor.

4. Anas ho.sr/ias (1:52). Malliinl. liather

Cdmnion in winter.

5. jLnds riirolinciixis (l-M)). (ireen-winj^ed

'I'eal. Winter visitor.

(). AiKtx diHcors (140), Blue-winyed Teal.

Winter visitor. Said to breed occasionally.

7. .1/.'" .N/»o;/.s- ( (144), Wood Duck. Winter

visitor.

S. Aythyn americdnti (14(1). Ked-head Duck.

Winter visitor.

!l. Anscr (ilhifvonx </(iiiil>f'li (171"), American
White-fronted Goose. Common mi<;rant.

It). lirdiifjt canndenKisi (172), Canada (4oose.

Common mijjrant, some remain throujihont

the winter.

11. Jir((iitii l)fr)iii:l<i (17;!), Ibant. Mi<;rant.

12. Anli'ii lieroilidx ( H>4). Great Blue Heron.

Scarce.

i:>. Ardt'K f(iri'ftii (liHi), American Egret.

Severnl specimens of this species or Ardea cun-

dldifis'niia were seen.

14. Arded virewfitM (201), Green Heron.

Scarce, probably resident.

15. (rnis ante.ricdtia (204), Wlio(ipiii<; Crane.

f\)mmon mit^rant.

l(i. (irns nie.riciOKi (20(5), Sandhill Crane.

Common migrant.

17. Fidicu americinui (221), American T'oot.

Winter resident, seen on May 5.

IS. Ihirtriiiuin hnii/lrinidii (2(il). Field Plover.

Abundant, migrant.

1'.). ^Eijhditls vorifcid (27;>), Killdeer. Com-
mon resident. Nidificates.

20. Cidiiins rin/liiliiniix fcxamifi (2S!)/»), Tex-
an Hobwliitc. Common resident. Breeds.

21. Tijiii iinintcliiis iniicrirjUKi {-'^t')). Prairie

Hen. Xow rare, formerly common.
22. Zt^iKiidiirn iiKirroiird (oHi), .A[<uirning

Dove. Abundant resident. Breeds.

2-'!. CathdrteH dnrd (o25), Turkey Vulture.

Abundant resident. Breeds.

24. Cat/idristd dtratd (o2(3), Black Vulture.

Abundant resident. Nidificates.

25. Eldiioidf'sforficatus (827), Swallow-tailed

Kite. Scarce. Summer visitor.

2(). Cirrus /ladsnnlns (:5:-5l). Marsh Hawk.
Common resident. Probably nidificates.

27. Acciplter velox (^^32), Sharp-sliinned

Hawk. Common in winter.

2S. Arclpilfr rooperi (:'>•">!). Cooper's Hawk.
Scarce winter visitor.

21). Buteo horealis (;^87), Red-tailed Hawk.
Quite a comnnm resident. Breeds.

W. Bnf.eo liiwdtiis (V-id), Red shouldered

H iwk. Tolerably common. Breeds. This

bird is probably li. I. alUnii.

;J1. Fdlrn spnrverins (oBO), American Spar-

row Hawk. Abundant winter resident.

;>2. Pidi/bonts clieriirdj/ (o()2), Audubon's
Caracara. Scarce. Breeds.

:5:>. Sfrix prdtlncold (865), American Barn

O.vl. Probably occurs; found in adjoining'

county.

84. Axio drclpitrhiiiK (8(i(i), .\iTierican Short-

eaied Owl. Winter visitor.

85. Si/niii(in Dchiilosinu (807), Barred Owl.

Scarce. Is ])robably the variety allenl. I se-

emed no s])eciniens and could not determine.

8(i. Me(/dscopK dsio jiidccdlli (8786), Texan
Screech Owl. Common resident. Breeds.

87. Speotyto cunicnldrld hyjxii/ced (87S), Bur-

rowing Owl. Not uncommon.
8S. Georoccy.r (dlifoniidniis (885), Boad-run-

ner. Resident, not common. Nidificates.

80. CocryzHs dniericniid (8S7), Yellow-billed

Cuckoo. Scarce summer visitor.

40. CocryzHK eryfliropthdliiius (88S), Black-

billed Cuckoo. Scarce summer visitor.

41. Ceryle alcyon (800), Belted Kingfisher.

Common in winter, scarce in summei-.

42. Dryohdfes rilln.siis dudnhnni (898i^),

Southern Hairy Woodpecker. Rare; one taken

December I, 1880, and another seen.

48. J)ry(d>dtes pHbrsceiis (804), Downy
Woodpecker. Common resident. Breeds.

44. JJry(il>(it(-x scdhiris (800), Texan Wood-

pecker. Bather common resident.

45. Sjiliyrdpiciis vdrin.s (402). Yellow-bellied

.Sap-iucker. Common winter resident.

4(). Cei>idiliius pilt'dtnx (405), Pileated Wood-
pecker. Scarce.

47. Mclaiti'r])f!< eryt/ir<>cep/ialiif< (400), Red-

headed Woodpecker. Common resident.

Breeds.

48. Miliiiti'i-pox rnmliuns (400). Red-bellied

Woi>di>ecker. Common I'esident. Breed.s.
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49. Colaptes atiratits (412), Flicker. Com-
mon ill winter.

50. AntroNfumiis carolinenfiis (416), ('huck-

wiirs-widow. Common snmmer visitor.

Nidificates.

51. ('hordeiles virginiannH (420), Night

Hawk. Common summer visitor. Nidifi-

cates.

52. CJKvtnra pelasijica (423), Chimney Swift.

Seen in adjoining" county (Falls).

53. Trochilu.s coluhris (428), Ruby-throated

Hummingbird. Abundant summer visitor.

Breeds.

.54. MilvuluM f()rficatu)< (44:!), Scissor-tailed

Flycatcher. Very common summer visitor.

Breeds.

55. Ti/rannns ti/rannun (444), Kingbird.

Common migrant. Not observed during sum-

mer.

56. Mijiarrhufi crinitnx (452), Crested Fly-

catcher. Summer visitor, not common.

57. Sdi/orntfi pha'be {4'A)), Phcebe. Observed

only in winter. Common in Wans' Co. Breeds.

58. (JonUipus virens (4(il), Wood Pevvee.

Common summer visitor. Nidificates.

59. Octocorl.s alpestris (474). Horned Lark.

Abundant winter visitor. Probably one of

the numerous sub-species.

OO. (JiimxicUta crixfatit (477), Bluejay. Tol-

erably common resident. Breeds.

(H. <'(>rvii>i aineriraiui (-18S), American

(how. Abundant resident. Nidificates.

62. Molothrnx aler (495), Cowbird. T'om-

mon migrant.

63. Mnlotliorun (iter obsmnia (495f0, Dwarf

Cowbird. Abundant summer visitor. Breeds.

Eggs usually found in nests of Bell's Vireo,

but sometimes in Mockingbirds', Cardinals',

Bluebirds', and Tanagers'.

64. Xanthorephalun xmythnveplidluN (497),

Yellow-headed Blackbird. A migrant, irreg-

ular.

65. A(j(^h(iiis plKenireiiH (4i)8), Bed-winged

Blackbird. Migrant, common. Scarce as

Slimmer resident.

(){>. StiinicUa iitaj/iHi (501), Meadow Lark.

Common resident. Breeds.

67. Icterus spurius (506), Orchard Oriole.

Very common summer visitor. Nidificates.

(58. ScoleeoplKKjits ci/tnitiri'iiliitlitN (509),

Rusty Blackbird. Common in winter. Nidi-

ficates.

69. Qiii.scjdas i^iu.sciihi a'»r».s (51 Ih), P>ronzed

Grackle. Abundant summer visitant.

70. Liixla riivriroxfrd xtrirl,-I(tii<li (521 'f),

Mexican Crossbill. One Hock seen December

24, 18S().

71. Aranthn.s llnarUi (528), Redpoll. One
seen in winter of 1888.

72. Spiniifi triMis (529), American Goldfinch.

Abundant winter resident.

73. Spinus plnns (533), Pine Siskin. Found
in company with preceding species.

74. Calrariax ornatus (538), Chestnut-collared

Longspur. Winter visitor.

75. P()(ec(4ex (jraiiii)ien.s (540), Vesper Spar-

row. Winter resident.

76. Aiiiinodramus savanuarmii passeriniis

(546), Grasshopper Sparrow. Common summer
visitor. Breeds. 1 do not find this to be A.

(lustrdlix.

77. C/wndexUs yrdiuinlca (552), Lark Spar-

row. Abundant summer visitor. Nidifi-

cates.

78. Zdiiotrichid qncrxlii (553), Harris's Spar-

row. Common winter visitor.

79. ZoiKiirirhla leucophr.y.H (554), White-

crowned Sparrow. Common winter resident.

80. Zouotric/iiK (dhirollis (559), White-

throated Sparrow. Common winter resident.

81

.

Juiico liyeiitalifi (567), Slate-colored Junco.

Common winter visitor.

82. Plpilo eri/tliruplit/niliiiK.s (587), Towhee.

Cominon winter visitor.

S3. Cardutaiix rardhiaUs (593), Cardinal.

Abundant resident. Breeds.

84. JIahia Utdoviriaiia (595), Rose-breasted

Grosbeak. Migrant.

85. Gniraca r(enilea (597), Blue Grosbeak.

Bare summer visitor.

86. Passerhia lyanea (508), Indigo Bunting.

Common migrant. Scarce summer resident.

87. Pnxnerina innwixi (599), Lazuli Bunting.

One pair seen several times in the spring.

88. PuKHerina riris ((iOl), Painted Bunting.

89. Spizd (iiiief'ir.nnn (604), Dickcissel. Abun-

dant summer resident. Nidificates.

90. Plntntpt nthni (610), Summer Tanager.

Summer resident. Breeds.

91. Proinic sithis (611), Puri)le Martin.

Abundant summer visitor. Xiditicates.

92. Pi'U-orhclldoit lunlfron.s (612), Clitt' Swal-

low. Abundant in summer. Nidificates.

93. ClicHdoii vrulhn.iidstrr (613). Barn Swal-

low. One seem.

94. Aiiipelis rrdrnrinii (lil9), Cedar Wax-

wing. Abundant in winter.

95. Ldiiinx liidovicianns excubitnridea {i.)22a),

Wliite-nimpcil Shrike. Common winter resi-

dent.

96. !'//•''" dlii-dceiis (624), Red-eyed Vireo.

Common migrant.

97. Virt'o farifrfnis (()28), Yellow-throated

Vireo. (;omnu>n migrant.
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!)S. Vireo atricapUliis (680), Black-capped

Viroo. Summer visitor, not common.
99. Vireo novehoracensin (<)31), Wliite-eyed

Vireo. Abundant migrant.

100. Vireo belli ((5:3;]), Hell's Vireo. Abun-

dant summer visitor. Nidilicates.

101. Mniotiltd lyirin {('<)(>). Black and AViiite

Warbler. Common migrant.

102. IlelmintJiophila rufiritpilla (<)4.")), Nash-

ville Warbler. Migrant.

1 ():'.. Compxotlibjpis mtipylr.ana ((US), Parida

Warbler. Very common migrant.

104. Dendroica aefitiva (().")2), Yellow War-

bler. Summer visitor. Nidilicates.

10."). Dendroica coronata (05.")), Myrtle W^ar-

bler. Common winter resident.

1('(>. Seinrus iiKifdcilhi (OTC)), Louisiana

Water Tlirusb. Migrant.

107. fcteria rireiis (OS;-]), Yellow-breasted

Chat. Migrant and summer resident.

108. Hetophaga rnticllln (<)S7), American

lU'dstart. A migrant.

11)0. Ant/ins peuu.si/lrdiiica.s (007), American

Pipit. Common winter resident.

110. .V/)H».s poli/ijlottos (70:-]), Mockingbird.

Very common resident. Nidificates.

111. GaleoiicopteN f(trolii)e)hsi!< (704), Catbird.

Migrant not uncommon.
112. l{iirporli)/)iclinx riifiis (70")), IJrown

Thrasher. Common winter resident.

11;}. ('utherpe.s coiispenis nie.rlciniiis (ll'ta),

Canon Wren. Scarce.

114. Tlirt/nflinriis hnldrifiamix (710), Caro-

lina Wren. Common resident. Nidificates.

11."). Tliri/ofhoriiN beirickii hiiirdi (7106),

Baird's Wren. Besident, not common. Nidi-

ficates.

IK). Certhia ffuiiilinris awerirona (720),

Brown Creeper. Common winter resident.

117. Sitfa ruroliiieiifiis cith-dtii (I'lla),

Slender-billed Nuthatch. Common in winter.

lis. PoniN hirolor (7;]1). Tufted Titmouse.

Common resident. Breeds.

IIU. Piirnx e(iroli)U')isix (7;^0), Carolina

Cliickadee. Common resident. Nidificates.

120. lieunlnx Kafr((p(i (74S), Colden-crowned

Kinglet. Winter resident.

121. Hi'(/i(lux nili'iKhilii (740), Iluby-crowned

Kinglet. Abundant winter resident.

122. Polioptilti rtenilen (7-")l), Blue-gray

(inatcher. ('ommon in summer. Nidificates.

12;}. Turd IIS iiiiistcliiiiis (!'>')), \Voi)d 'I'll rush.

Common in winter.

124. Mernla niii/ntturid (701), .Vmerican

IJobin. Abundant in winter.

12"). Siiilin sliillx (700). Bluebird. Itnther

common resident. Xiditicates.

I would be pleased to receive additions or

corrections from anyone who has collected

near Waco. Elanoidef>.

Austin, Texas.

Evening Grosbeaks Again Seen.

IX MASSACHUSETTS.

Mr. L. W. Newell reports that he has in his

possession for mounting two Evening Gros-

beaks, taken from a large liock at Reading,

Mass., on April 7, ISOC, by Mr. Chas. A. Loring,

manager of the N. E. Newspaper Union. Our
northern visitors are making us a prolonged

visit.

IN XKW YOIJK.

This time at Ballston Spa, N.Y., where
three (;^) fine $ specimens were seen by myself.

It registered 27° above, and there were tliree

inches of snow on the ground. When first

seen they were picking up sand, etc., on a bare

bit of ground, but soon took wing and alighted

in a maple near, but before I could step into

the ]u>use for my gun, liad departed for parts

unknown, thus foiling me in my attempt to

secure n si)ecimcu. .S. 7?. Tiii/erxoll.

y\:nrh .so.

IN .JOKDAN, <)N()NI)AG.\ CO., N.Y.

On February 11th, wliile in Jordan, N.Y., a

peculiar looking bird Hew and lit almost over

my head. A second glance showed to me that

it was a 9 Evening Grosbeak. I sent a boy

after a shot-gun and I watched the bird. She

seemed very tame, as I stood within twenty

feet of her all the time the boy was gone. But

luck was against me, and the boy could not

get a gun, and I had to go and get the gun

and leave the boy to watch the bird. Well, to

make the story short, while 1 was after the

gun, the buss witii bells on their horses went

lumbering along under my bird, bound for

depot to meet the next train, and my bird, the

boy said, "took a sneak towards the other side

of (the village).Jordan" ; and in a diligent search

of three hours I failed to discover her. But as

there are plenty of birge Norway s])ruce and

other evergreen trees in the village, a bird of

that size and their habits, during the middle

of the day, would have been easily overlooked.

I have skins in my cabinet of $ and 9 <^f *l'i'*

species, and am positive as to the identity.

E. G. T(d>or.

Meridian, X.Y.
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IN OHIO.

On tlie 10th of December, 1889, an Evening-

Grosbeak (Hesperiphona vespertina), which
was feeding on maple seeds on the campus in

front of one of tlie buildings, was sliot by Mr.

George Osburn and presented to Prof. Tiglit,

who identified and placed it in the University's

collection.

This, I believe, is the second record of its

occurrence in Oliio, the first being recorded by
Dr. Kirtland in ISOO. N. G. Buxton.
Denison ITniversity, Granville, Ohio, April 4, IS'.to.

IN MINNESOTA.

Since receiving your letter the Evening

Grosbeaks seem to liave left here; I liave only

seen one Hock of seven females. The day

before I received tlie letter tliere was a large

flock of the handsomest and largest males that

I have ever seen, in the box-elder trees near

our place. They may come around as thick as

ever but I doubt it as the bulk always leaves

about this time every spring. Some remain as

late as April 15th and 20th.

The VVaxwings are seen occasionally.

I see by the last O. & O. the Evening Gros-

beak has commenced coming to the eastern

states. It probably won't be long befoi'e they

come down there as thick as they do up this

way. Ten or more years ago I seldom saw

them, probably because they didn't come into

the town as they do now. They feed almost

exclusively on the box-elder seeds, and box-

elder trees have been put out as shade trees

extensively during the last ten years. I have

stood within three feet of them while eating

the seeds, and they hardly seem to mind it.

A boy caught one, a $ , about two uu)nths ago,

and it is now kept in a cage in a barber-shoi> here

and seems to stand the confinement very well.

Redwing, Minn., March 2.5. C- li. Jo/nisoii.

What a Pet Theory Suggests.

I w(mder if Mr. C^antwell's pet theory is

a singer. We are inclined to think it a Hum-
mer. What a sad mistake in Nature that the

Cowbird is as small as she is; were she the size

of the domestic hen, with steam attached for

cooking ])urposes, how nicely she could be

utilized in furnishing Kaster eggs f(u- the

markets. Xfosxixicl,-.

[This reminds us of a sipiib that went the

lounds a while since. A Yankee invented a

trap-door attachment to be used in coniu'ction

with a hen's nest. The weight of an egg

would o\)iin it, passing tlirough, relieved of

the weight it would close. A hen after laying.

looking, would see no egg and repeat the oper-

ation; in this way a fine series (full set) would
be obtained. The only reason that finally

made it unijopular was that all the hens on

which it was trietl, ruined their constitutions

in endeavoring to deposit eggs faster than the

trap let them out.

—

Editor.]

Wants Size of Eagle Kept Within
Scientific Limits.

Since sending your February number the

writer has acquired some information in the

Eagle line which is quite extraordinary and
shoidd be pondered well by every ornithologist.

While in Saa Bjuito County last week, a

gentleman known as "Dynamite" told us at

the breakfast table about an eagle he savi^ the

day before wiiich was as big as a three-

year-old heifer. I asked him, just for science

sak(*, what he thougiit it measured from tip to

tip. " Well sir, I sized u]) that feller accurate

with my eye and he was just about fourteen feet,

three inches and a (juarter. I've seen a good
many eagles but this one beat 'em all. When he

was standing on a hillside half a mile from
me his legs looked a yard apart."

"Dynamite" is a respected citizen now car-

rying on extensive business operations in "Tar
spring canon," where he observed this plie-

nominal bird, and certainly his testimony will

be of interest to our friend "Texas Ben," and
perhaps (who knows ?) prove a connecting link

in the chain of facts which establish the

supremacy in size of our proud eagle — unpa-

triotic "scientists" to the contrary notwitli-

standing. Tims it is seen how careful,

unprejudiced, though unlearned observers may
bring to light the triifh and cause exalted

ignorance to hide its head in very shame. Alas I

Alameda, Cal., Manh, \S'.M. II. U. TdjiJor.

No Rarefied Air in This.

You wind uj) your racket with Texas Ben.

Texas 15eii is a well-known character. Now
what are the facts? 'I'hey are that our scien-

tific bird men are off. They should extend

their boundary line on the eagle business.

While in Van Wert, Ohio, six eagles passed

through our hands, three Bald and three Gray.

They measured from tip to tij) as follows:

Gray No. 1. 7 ft. 8 in. ; No. '_', 7 ft. (> in. ; No. :{,

7 ft. 4 in.; Bald No. I, 7 ft. !» in.: No. 2, 7 ft.

.i in ; No. :!, 7 ft. (1 in. \Ve know these to be

facts, for we were there and did the ineaMiring.

('hel)0'::p:an, Mich. <S. liadcr.
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EditoriaL

"'J'lie fact is, 1 am liandicapped hy .some

scieiitilu' (trnitliolojiist." Tlii.s is no iinaoinary

(luotatioii, but is from a letter written by a

•ientleman who understands liis situation. It

is not tlie only instance by any means in wliich

we have h.ad our attention called to cases where
it was honestly believed that there was a ten-

dency on the part of some who set themselves

ui) as bein.o- the head centre of all oriiitliolooj-

cal wisdom to freeze out any enteri)rise of a

'lesser lioht." We even have known of an

instance where a party regretted that lie could

ritit wit/idrair a rcciiiiiiui'inhdion, because certain

oieat guns did notsmilel A short time since

a "ientleman related his experience in soliciting-

a friendly word. It was a.s amusing to us as

;ui accouiit we once read of a call upon a

lira mall. Now if this is tlie state of affairs it

is time that it was ventilated. We hardly be-

lieve our American ornitholooists are ready

to be nestled, guzzled or bulldozed. We are

not personally interested ex,'e])t ui)on general

))riM<iples.

Wiiat is most wanted just now is a work on

American ornitiidldgy. well illustrated with

sensible wood cuts and at a piice which will

enable all to pn)cure it. a Imok by which birds

can be readily idcntilicd. Tlie jioptilarity of

Cones' Key was in a large measure due to the

illustrations. Seldom a day passes in which
we are not asked for a book that contains

illustrations. We hope that some enterprising

publisher will endeavor to meet this want,

and we think it would prove a paying invest-

ment.

T^nlike the dying swan whose last note is

said to be its sweetest, the Oologists' Excliange

expired with an editorial arraignment of our

oinitliologists and oologists. It is not to be

wondered at, that our naturalists have to con-

tend with an ignorant and unjust opposition

when publications tiiat pretend to represent

them rarely defend, but stand ever ready to

slur, and furnish tiie public press with texts

for increased tirades.

We protest against any statement to the

effect that ''the method is widely pur.sued by

the older ornithologists, to shoot everything

that comes in their range, leaving half to rot

where they drop because tliey do not care to

take the trouble to pick them up."

Such bosh is a stupid libel, and every true

ornithologist will resent it. We don't know
how it strikes others but we are tired of such

nonsense.

Less Protection—More Protection.

The duty on glass eyes is 45 per cent. Every

taxidermist pays this tax. Free trade would

lower the price jufit that ainotint.

Bird skins for sale, which means to be

parted with either by exchange or trade, are

taxed 2-5 per cent. duty. A dealer has to pay

this; a private individual may state that they

are not for sale, and they are passed free. He
then changes his mind and parts with them.

Is this tax to prevent the use of foreign birds

and protect the industry of using our native

birds for manufacturing purposes? Free trade

would not he a had reform in tliia instance.

This great country requires that a duty be

placed on birds' eggs under certain conditions

(if for sale). This is to protect our native

birds in supplying tiie home market. Free

trade would not he a terrUile loss.

Every entomologist who sticks a pin through

a i)otato bug, pays tlie government 2.") i^er cent,

tax on the pin he uses. 'J'iiis is protection of

our insects. Free trade u'^ouhl he a hard one for

them.

yVe are not prejiared to place ourselves on

record in favor of a wholesale free trade, but

emphatically claim that in the cases we point

out. it would be to the interests of our natural-
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ists to have tlie tariff revised. If birds are to

be used for millinery purposes, puttin<;' the

skins on the free list will i)laee the bri<;hter

plumage of tropical birds at a lower price and

thus protect our natives. Birds will be used,tor

millinerii purposes, either as a whole or i)arts,

for years lo come.

In this we shall be pleased to join hands

with the Fibre and Fabhic for free trade to

protect our birds.

Let us Have a Popular Vote.

As we have previously intimated we have

heard many criticisms on the changing, some

two years since, of the common names of a

few of our well-known birds by the A. O. U.,

which if we are not in error was done by a

very few, on their own responsibility, while it

may be a very popular change, and if so we

certainly would offer no objections. We be-

lieve it will be of interest to all (uir readers to

know what is the general o|)inion. We give

below a list of four species, lirst as they were

previously known, and second as named by

the A. O. U. We reciuest all who read this,

whetlier a subscriber or not, if interested in

ornithology to send us liis vote which he pre-

fers, the old, or the new, and we will announce

tiie result at a future time. We would be glad

to have our exchanges obtain a like opinion

from their readers and we will announce it at

the same time.

OLD— ( OM Ml ).\ X A M F.S.

A. (). U. Xo. 5:54. Snow IJunting.

540. (rrass Finch, l>ay-winged

Ijunting.

54ti. Yellow-winged Sparrow.

(•)('4. Black-throated Bunting.

NKW— v. (>. r. XAMKS.

A. (). r. No. 5;!4. Snowtlake.

540. Vesi)er Si)arrow.

54(i. firasshoi)per Sparrow.

(i04. Dickcissel.

Brief Notes.

Ill tlio Carnival lutinber of tlii' Halifax (N.S.) Kveiiiiifr

Mail, .Mr. Harry Tiers jiives us a short biojirapliical

notice of a few of the " Coinmoii Birds of Nova S(M)tia,"

written iusueli a pleasing vein that it arrests the atten-

tion of the most casual reader. The descriptions fairly

smack of the various scenes jjeeiiliar to each bird, and
his rendition of their life in their own haunt-; is i)ar-

tieularly attractive.

What is It?—A Mr. White from Mic^liigan, who has

been exploring the Okefeenokee Swamp, (ieorgia, says

he killed an animal there of which natural histor\- gives

no account. It resembled a_ turtle somewhat, but was
4 1-2 feet long and 2 feet wide. The back was covered

with a hard, scaly substance somewhat like an alliga-

tor's hide, and the creature had a long, hooked beak.

—[Boston Journal.

We notice in the April issue of the Auk (Vol. VIl,

p. 2i»I) in a note on the occurrence of the Turkey \'ul-

ture in Massachusetts the writer has overlooked a

capture in Boston Harbor, May 30. 188!), and recorded

(O.S: (). Vol. XIV, \). 95) at that time. The O. & O.

should be read more carefully.

Our attention has been called by several subscribers

to the fact that a publisher of an amateur publication

has advertised l)aok volumes of the (). & O. for .sale at

05 cents each. The pri(-e for Vols. IX to XV is §1.00

vixch and will not be less. The party made the otter,

we presume, on a stock of one copy that we have always

furnished liiin gratuitously. vVe assure our readers

that clean, jierfect copies cannot be procured from hiin

or any other i)arty at less thin our regular price. We
take this opportunity to again notify news agents and

dealers that the O. & O. is not to be advertiseil at cut

rates, and we mean it.

He was an egg collector,
Of nests a good detector;

.So he was.

He could climb a tree instant,
From the time he was infant;

Yes he could.

But one day our fine collector,
1 am the sad relator

;

Ves I am,

Saw a nest on limb distant,
And shinned out, (juite gallant;

So he (lid.

When he met an agitator.
That made him bellow like a 'gaitor;

Yes it did.

A hornet was the tenant.
With a sting long as a pennant

;

Yes it was !

He fell, like a knocked-out gladiator.
And it jiroved a dislocator

Of his neck.

The moral is important,
Stings come when unexpectant

;

Yes they (b).

Fred .). Brezee writes, "I have mounted fifty-si.x

Snowy Owls this season." The first one was from Iowa,

>'ov. 18. Nearly all came from a small town in Nebraska

.

March 30. 1800, first large tlock of robins seen at

Halifax, N.S. 11. .Vusteii.

The Wolverine Naturalist for MMr<h is reduced to

less than three pages of reading matter. We fear it

will be a little discouraging to those subscribers who

are promised a 24-iiage monthly.

Was it suicide? Last fall (_'ai)t. R. F. Nickerson,

with another party while hunting, drove a fox out on

to a point of land, when jiressed by the dogs. Ueynard

deliberately iduuged into the surf and was drowned.

The body was obtained by using a boat.

By referring to our advertising page it will be seen

that Mr. John N. Sage has charge of the oological de-

partment of the Observer. Mr. Sage is a well-known

ornithologist. He has been a subscriber for the O.S: O.

for many years.

Dr. .\. I'. Chaillxnirne has added two of the original

specimens of .Maynar<rs Coast Jay to his collection.

Ain>ui30N's "HiiiDs oi- A.MKHU A."—Twenty-two of

the fortnightly numbers of Auilubon's ••Birds of
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America," also some of his large plates and engravings

and portrait of himself with autograph, are now in

possession of Rev. W. MeCiilloch, D.D., Truro, Nova
Scotia. They were presented by Audubon to the late

Prof. McCulloch, of Dalhousie College, Halifax, who
became acquainted with the naturalist when the latter

visited Nova Scotia in 18;«. Prof. McCulloch was also

deejjly interested in ornitliology and presented Audu-
bon with several specimens from his own collection.

—

[Tt)ronto Mail.

"1 will aive fifty dollars to have the O. & O. cease

publication." This was an actual offer. iVe suggest

the way to keej) it out of sight wi>uld be to buy it up

monthly at 10 cents per copy.

Mr. Albert Lano wishes us to inform his friends that

he has removed to Ma<lison, Minn.

Mr. R. 15. Simpson, of Warren, I'a., reports a Belted

Kingfisher on Jan. 27th, and a Killdeer on Feb. 8th.

From the German: Old Professor B., director of

the Museum of Natural History at Berlin, a very enthu-

siastic collector of birds' eggs, was searching for a

long time for a nest of a rare species of Hawk, and

finally discovers his quest way uj) in a high iree. In

his an.xiety to secure the prize he forgets his great age,

and despite the great size of the tree buckles his

climbing irons to his feet and climbs the tree with

great difficulty and danger ; while two boys, who have

followed him at a distance wondering what in heaven's

name the old jirofessor is running about and looking

for, stand, with open mouths and distended eyes,

watching his movements, and the following colloquy

ensues

:

F7-cd. Come quick, Peter. Look! Look! The pro-

fessor is jtuttingon his skates in the summer.
Peter. Don't go near him, Fred ; he is mad. The old

fellow is climbing with his skates up yonder tree.

Fred. My ! See ! He is taking out the Hawk's eggs !

What the devil does he want them for"?

I'eter. You sheepshead ! What will he want them
for? He will bake Hairkpannkake for himself. Ottilie

Borris.

Notes from Lake Mills, Wis.

-Mar. 5, one single robin seen flying north.

tian. 26, first Shore Larks put in an appearance and
were common by first of Feb.

.Ian. 28, Cedar Waxwings; common ever since.

Mar. 4, a single Mourning Dove was captured here—
Something very unusual.

Evening Grosl)eaks arrived Nov. .5, 188:), and have

been common ever since, have a fine old male alive in n

cage.

A Flicker was seen on .Ian. 20.

Nov. 188.1, Bohemian Waxwings, flock of five found

feeding on .luniper l)erries — have l)een seen on several

occasions since.

Along the beach of the lake I collected Baird's Sand-

piper (Sept. 20, 188!)), Black-bellied Plover (Oct. 2, 1889),

.Sanderling (Oct. 3, 188!)). Also f(mnd both the Yellow-

legs and Killdeers abundant. Over the water could be

found Ronaiiarte's (JuUs. Common and Forster's

Terns and numbers of little Blai'k Tern. Also secured

a tine specimen of the Osjirey. White- wing. Surf

Duck, American (lolden-eye, White Pelican, Trumpeter
Swan and Double-crested Cormorants were seen at

various times. Red-i)reasted Rails were found (piite

numerous in tlie wild rice swanq)s.

Great-blue, Green, Night and Snowy Herons were

also noticed during the* fall months.

Horned and Red-bellied (irebes anrl Loons remained

till the lake froze up.

Lapland Longspurs and Snow Buntings could be

found most any time in certain marshes.

Feb. 20. Killed an Evening Grosbeak with a yellow

patch on the side of the head, and several others that

had the under m.iudible longer and the tip turned over

the u])per one.

An ad. Swainson's Hawk has remained here at a cer-

tain place all winter and refuses to be made a specimen

of.

The winter has been very mild here, but on Mar. 1 a

heavy snowstorm set in and drove huge flocks of Shore

Larks, Snow Buntings, Longspurs and Redi)oll right

into town and along the streets, in order to find a liv-

ing. I threw a quantity of bird seed out the liack

door of the house and soon hail an army of Redpolls

around.

On the latter jiart of Feb. made a call on Chas. F.

Carr of Madison, and enjoyed a •' bird talk" with him.

Will begin work on the " List of birds of Minnesota"

in a day or so.

Here is a fish story to mate Mr. Harrison's deer story.

" A young man from this place went fishing in the

lake and all he caught was a small 'chub' about two

inches long. Disgusted he was about to throw the

thing away, wli?n ha thought he might as well get even

with the fi -h in some way, so he tied a whistle to his

tail and let him go. Next year he went fishing again

and caught the same identical fish. The fish was the

same size, but the whistle had grown into a fog-horn."

(i. G. Cantwell.

New Publications.

New Work on Taxidermy.

By the kindness of the author, Mr. Oliver

Davie, of Columhus, Ohio, we have had the

pleasure of examinino- tlie orioinal plates of

this foithcojniuf;' work.

;Six years ago, Mr. Davie, feeling- that there

was a need and a desire of a more complete

work on the art, conceived this book, and at

that time commenced his labors, which have

now culminated in a most brilliant success.

The text was written by Mr. Davie, and the

illustrations have been drawn by Dr. Theodore

.Jasper, well known to everyone worthy to be

called a natuialist.

It was the original intention to produce this

work in 12 monthly parts, at .-fiLUO each, but

the plan of protluction hns been changed and

it will be issued as an edition (It^ lii.re, royal

octavo, tastefully bound in cloth, with

uncut edges and gilt top, at .$.5.00 per copy,

provided that 500 bona fide subscribers can be

secured. Alxuit 100 of this number have been

secured. There are fifty full page plates with

several hundred figures representing every

style in the skinning and mounting of birds,
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mammals, reptiles and fisbes, and of character-

istic attitudes of various members of the ani-

mal kingdom.

Plate 1, Fig. 1, shows where the first cut is

made in skinning a bird, a common robin

being taken for example, .and each successive

step is plainly shown by figure after figure, till

in Plate 3 the bird is shown mounted on the

drying perch, and wrapped in its covering of

threads.

Following this are several plates showing

the variations in the various processes, such

as tiie mode known as the " breast-cut method"
;

cutting open the head, when the neck cannot

be drawn over it, etc.

jS^ext come three plates showing the various

forms and methods used in making up "scien-

tific skins," adai)ted to short necks and long

necks, perchers, waders and swimmers.

Then come plates showing different positions

of single birds and groups, each varying from

the other, and among which may be singled

out for tlieir excellence, eagles with wings

closed and spread, and a beautiful pair of

Whooping Cranes.

The mammals are treated in the same de-

tailed and painstaking manner, by illustrating

a. fox s(juirrel from the first cut to the last

touch, and a deer head from the beginning to

the end.

In the larger mammals, the methods of

building a frame-work and modelling in clay,

for the horse, the dog and the elephant, aie

shown in all their detail, together with very

fine figures representing the anatomy of tlic

horse and dog, and jjositions of minor animals.

Neither are the fishes and reptiles neglected,

since the same plan will be followed as has

been shown in treating o.f the higher animals.

We have not as yet seen any of the text,

which will constitute the body of the work,

but we are promised simple, clear and concise

instructions, confoiining and referring to the

plates throughout, and explaining all tlie

various tricks and troubles of the art, without

discussing tlie advantages iind disadvantages

of pet theories.

Besides the text a concise description will

face every ijlate, wliich will enable immediate

reference.

While perhaps the drawing and the expres-

sion of some of the figures are defective, we
cannot but admire the ])ush of Mi'. Davie in

stepping so boldly over the heads of liis i)rede-

cessors in laumdiing out into an undertaking

so far in advance of anything which has been

before attempted.

We congratulate Mr. Davie and liis colleague.

Dr. Jasper, on the success of their work so far

as it has progressed, and sincerely hope that

their labors will receive the reward which is

so justly theirs.

We have just received some forms on which
to keep a record of Bird observations. They
consist of sheets appropriately ruled for thirty-

one days. The names of species likely to be

seen are printed and blank lines are left tor

others. They were placed in our hands by

the author, Mr. C. F. Batchelder, Cambridge,

Mass., Associate editor of the Auk, and will

be mailed to .any party at the nominal price of

10 cents per set.

Contributions to Science, Vol. I, No. 8, (Oc-

tobei-, 18S!)) ccmtains 4 colored pl.ates and sev-

ernl wood cut illustrations. There .are the

usual notes of interest and value to ornitholo-

gists. As we turn to the "Life size portrait"

of a Cory's Gannet, sitting in a majestic

position rivalling that of the ideal Great Auk,

in its half-closed winking eye we think that

we detect an expression that seems to say,

"I)idn"t Mnyuiird trump a trick when he

named me '.'

"

Zoc, a biological journal, 32-page monthly,

published on the last day of each month.

Frank H. Yaslit, editor, .S.an Fiancisco, Cal.

As we go to press the first number (March)

reaches us. In an introduction it is announced

th.at this new i)ul)lication is designed as a

medium foi' recording the observations of

amateurs as well as the working naturalists,

particul.arly of the western part of North

America; that the bulky c()m])ilations which

delight the soul of the encyclopedian scientist

will not api)ear in the i)ages, and pains will be

taken, as much as possible, to disembarrass the

grain of truth from its attendant mass of chaff.

And, by Jove, we wish them fun rnnuhi;/ the

siftiT.

Correspondence.

Edifornf <>. ,t- O.:

In looking over tlie "List of the Birds of

Onondaga County,'" 1 find that the Blue-

headed \'ireo {\^ire(> .solitdiuiis) has not been

mentioned. In my collection is oiu> wliich I

shot May 2, 188t), in a small piece of woods

just out of tlu' city limits. I have also a

Golden-winged Warbler (//. i-hnjsoitU-ni) which

] shot May 7, ISSS, in the same woods.

Ihni',ii-(l I). Flint.

Svracnse, X. Y.
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with contents purported to be types of Pacific

coast races, but they are saddled on our own
liumble and lichen-covered maple twigs, and

are undeniiibly Ruby-throats. The eastern

collector and dealer who sent me the Hummer's
nests and eggs is dead. A locomotive engine

could not draw his name from me now for

publication.

Nor would it be any gain to our cause to

ever disclose the names of those western egg-

men whose eccentricities made my early col-

lecting days very lively indeed. We trust,

indeed we feel quite sure, that they have long

ago seen the errors of their way and repented.

It is given out on good authority that some of

them are hard at work trying to deduce a new
sub-species from an irregular scutellation of

the tarsi, and an apparent lack of color on the

retrice.s after the summer moult.

In the great standing army of oologists which

fills our land, we are fain to believe are now
enrolled only men of honor, and in the new

and brighter era of our beloved science we
will try to forget the freaks and "mistakes"

of an obscure past. -/. M. W.

An Interval Between the Laying of

Eggs, etc.

Some time ago I read an article by Mr.

McLaughlin in the O. & O. to the effect that

when a bird only laid two eggs to the set she

didn't lay them on consecutive days, but

dropped a day between laying the first and

second eggs. I have only had occasion to test

the accuracy of his statement once, and that

was a Whip-poor-will in 1888, and she missed a

day exactly as he stated. Now all this is

merely introductory to a theory of my own,

viz., that when the Acadian Flycatcher and

Wood Pewee lay three eggs to tlie set they are

at least four days in so doing, and I hereby

present my facts.

May 21), 1S81), I observed an Acadian' s nest

with two eggs in it. May :!Oth, still two eggs.

May 81st, took set of three from the nest.

•Tune 1st, ! observed two Acadians' nests with

one egg each. .June :5d, both nests contained

t)nly two eggs. .June ")th, took a set of three

from each nest. June (itli, Wood Pewee' s nest

(two eggs observed). June 7th, still only two

eggs. June 8th, three eggs in nest.

The evidence, I must confess, is ratliei- slim,

but it all points one way, and 1 mean to work

up the matter this year. Last year I did not

appreciate the fact until May MOth, and so did

not then have much opportunity of testing my
theory.

Has any one ever noticed any symptoms of

irregularity in the laying of the Cardinal ? I

have on several occasions known them to miss

a day or two while laying, and on one occasion

in ISSo I found a nest containing one egg

nearly fresh, one about one tliird incubated,

and one about two thirds incubated. Another

point in connection with the Cardinal is

that nearly twenty-five per cent, of all nests

found will have broken eggs in them or

else the eggs will be desti-oyed before the set

is completed. I think the Catljird is mostly

responsible for this as the nests are usually

placed in situations where Catbirds abound,

and I once found one sitting on the edge

of a Cardinal's nest which contained broken

eggs.

Apropos of the Catbird's egg-eating propen-

sities, I saw one last summer settle on a rock

near our house with something in his l)ill,

and on scaring him he left the remains of an

egg of his own species on the rock and de-

parted, so I suppose we must dub him canni-

bal as well as thief.

AVhile on the question of food I at one time

kept two Screech Owls which I used to feed on

birds and mice (they would not touch reptiles

or insects), but the feature which most aston-

ished me was that they would often bolt small

birds such as Warblers, Chipping Sparrows,

etc., whole instead of tearing them to pieces,

and the way tlie big bulge would glide down
their throat and pass away was truly ])athetic,

and the way they immediately called for

more, still more so. C. S. lir'niilcy.

Ralei^l), N. C.

A Few Spring Notes from Monomoy
Island, Mass., i8go.

Brant shooting at Monomoy this spring has

been good, better than for several seasons past.

The birds arrived early owing to the mild-

ness of tiu>, wintei- and for tlie same icnsoii

they did not linger about as long as usual, tiie

latter part of tiie migration force leaving April

J7th, fully a week or ten days earlier than

former seasons, 'i'he weather was not violent

enough to split tlie flocks up but this was

offset by an influxicm of young birds which

always insures good sport. April 14th and

l")th weie exceeding fine days for siu)oting, the

wind blowing very fresh on shore, which caused

the birds to swing in over tiie boxes as the
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flood tide drove them from their feeding

grounds. It was reported that seventeen Brant

were stopped at one discharge by a member of

the Monomoy Club.

Canada Geese have been more numerous

than usual and (juite a number were taken

early in April.

Sheldrakes were usually abundant in April,

and Scoters have been more numerous than

for the last two springs.- Long-tailed Ducks,

Loons and Golden Eyes seen in usual numbers.

Missed seeing our usual several large rafts of

Eiders that pass over our " Inward Point" box

in April. They were, however, seen in large

flocks at the "Point." One flne adult swam
to our decoys and was dispatched byaremark-

able shot by "Dr. B." How about that second

shot Doc?
Two Pectoral Sandpipers were taken on the

salt marshes April 4th, by a Taunton member,

making a second record for this bird in the

spring at the island. Piping Plover unusually

scarce.

Commim Gannets have been common, and

were noted as abundant on the outside about

the 14tli of April.

Several BrunnicU's Murrc and a Razor-billed

Auk were taken about April 15tli, which I con-

sider late for these birds at Monomoy.
Several Short-eared Owls put in an appear-

ance April 14th, and a fine specimen was

taken by "Dr. B." the next day. Two Hud-

sonian Curlew were seen early in April, and

with the exception of the several pi-eviously

mentioned, and one Snipe, no other birds were

seen up to this date, April ISth.

John C. Cahoon^

For the Bristol Branting Club, Monomoj- Island,

April 18th, 1890.

Notes on the Winter Birds of Clat-

sop County, Oregon.

My observations here have not been very

extensive, as it is but a few months since I

left New England, and my time has been

pretty well taken up on other w^ork, but per-

haps a few notes on the winter birds of Clat-

sop County will be acceptable to the readers of

tlie O. & O.

On the way out, coming through Wyoming
and Idaho, my attention was attracted by the

Magpie. Being a bird of peculiar shape and

color and quite common by tlie railroad, they

were easily noticed from the car \viu(U)Ws.

When coming down the Columbia river

ducks were quite plenty, and some geese were

seen.

On reaching Astoria I was surprised to

I

see the Gulls so plenty and tame. All through

the lower part of the city they were common
on the roofs and chimneys and in the streets,

remaining on the railings until people passing

would get within a few feet of them. I am
not very well acquainted with the sea birds but

think the three most common species were
the Western Herring Gull {L. occidentalis),

California Gull (L. californici(s), and the

American Mew (L. hrachyrhi/nchus).

Grebes, Loons, and Cormorants were also

common along the river.

From Astoria, I came up the Youngs and
Klaskanine rivers about ten miles to Olney,

tlien about ten miles farther to the head waters

of tlie Klaskanine. This is a rough, hilly

country covered with a thick, lieavy growth of

timber (flr, spruce, cedar, hemlock, and larch).

Birds are not at all plenty here, but by keep-

ing one's eyes and ears open one can soon find

quite a variety. The pert little Winter Wrens
{A. t. pacifirus) are common here, being here

and there and somewhere else at about tlie

same time. They ai*e just beginning to prac-

tise a pretty little song. I think they breed

here. By patient watching, troops of active

Kinglets (i?. satraj)a or olivaceus) and Chicka-

dees (P. rnfescens) can be located for a few
moments.

Tliere is at least one variety of Spar-

row seen here in the winter, but I have

not identified it as yet. Neither am I sure of

one or two varieties of Woodpeckers that I

have seen. The Oregon Jay (P. c. obscunai) is

common, especially where they can get any

meat. Steller's Jay (C. steUeri) is also seen

occasionally. This is a handsome bird with

its black-crested head and rich, blue-back

wings and breast.

Game birds are not at all jjlenty here

through the winter, especially a severe one

like the present, with a large fall of snow. I

secured one Grouse with my rifle, the only one

I have had a chance to shoot since being here.

These Blue Grt>use (C. obscura) keep in the

high trees much of the time through the winter.

They are a large, fine looking bird. Their

general color is bluish or slatey, with w^aved

markings of gray and black. A bright yellow

line of naked, comb-like skin is over the eye.

The Ruft'ed Grouse (called Pheasant here)

(B. snbinii) I think can hardly be distinguished

from B. uiiihelltis of the Eastern states.
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I think the Wfestern Red-tailed Hawk is here,

and I saw one small Hawk which I could not

tell. I am somewhat puzzled on the Owls here

as yet. The little California Gnome Owl (G.

gnome) is here. Have also heard a note that

sounds very similar to Nyctala acadica. I

am told that there is a Screecli Owl here also.

I hope to get more interesting notes this

spring. C. W. Sivalloiv.

Clatsop Co., Orep;on.

Nesting of the Grebes.

I read with inteiest Mr. Cantwell's com-

ments in a recent O. «fe O. relative to the nest-

ing of the Pied-billed Grebe. I am glad the

subject has been taken up, as the discussion

may lead to the settlement of some disputed

points. That tlie Pied-billed Grebe sits on

the nest in this locality seems quite evident.

At least my observation will corroborate that

of Mr. Wm. G. Smith. The first nest discov-

ered last summer contained seven eggs about

two thirds incubated. They were exposed;

quite probably the bird had left the nest with-

out covering the eggs as my approacli was

sadden. On August 8d Mr. Smith called my
attention to a Grebe sitting on a nest upon a

lake within a few yards of his house. He
claimed it was the Pied-billed Grebe, and I

had no reason to doubt the correctness of his

claim, as the bird was in full view, and could

easily have been identified with tlie excellent

field glass in his possession.

In the afternoon of the same day we visited

a large swamp to secure some sets of the

American Eared Grebe. At one end of the

swamp among some reeds we found at least

thirty nests. Nearly all contained three eggs

each, yet a few contained four eggs. They
were uncovered witli but few exceptions, and in

tlie four sets wliich I took for my collection

incubation was quite well advanced. Upon
Mr. Smith's suggestion I examined tlie eggs

and found tlie upper side to be tlie warmer,

wliich would linrdly have been the case if tliey

had been heated through vegetable decompo-
sition. The nests were made of fiags and a

kind of swamp grass which grows abundantly in

the lakes in this vicinity. This grass is not of

a nature to easily decompose. I discovered no

evidence of heat from that source. Further

observation may lead to a change in views but

from present light I must believe, first, that

the (irebes sit ujion tlu^ir eggs for tlie ])uii)()se

of incubation, and second that their eggs are

not incubated through the heat generated by
vegetable decomposition. Testimony from

careful observers in the aj^proaching season

will dispel all uncertainty. Win. 0>^born.

Loveland, Colorado.

Nesting of the Mourning Warbler.

On .June 27, 1889, while watching a pair of

Mourning Warblers {GenfJdyjri.s philadelpJnn)

feed their young, which had just left tlie nest,

I discovered that there was in the vicinity at

least one more pair of birds, and that their la-

bors were not as far advanced as the others was
apparent by the presence of the male only,

which sliowed conclusively to me that the fe-

male was at the time incubating a long sought

for clutch of eggs, and at no great distance

from me.

I was in hopes that the male would soon find

some insect in his movements through the

bushes that would be choice enough for his

spouse, but my hopes were in vain. I svatched

him for an hour and he was not out of sight

more than an instant at a time, and during this

period he acted as if he wanted to decoy me
away from where I was so comfortably seated

on a log. So I finally yielded and he led me off

some seven or eight rods into a thick patch of

undergrowth and briars and gave me the slip.

I passed on through the clump and returned

by a roundabout way to an old tree top which

I could conceal myself in, and whicli was
about three rods from my former position.

From here within less than fifteen minutes I

had the satisfaction of seeing him alight on a

stump with an insect in his bill, and after

looking around for a minute drop into a little

bunch of liard maple bushes which were

about five feet from the stump, and in a sliort

time I saw him retmn to the top of the stump
without the insect.

I suspected something, but held to my place

of concealment until the act was repeated,

when I went to the si)ot and commenced
parting the bushes, whereupon Mrs. Mourner
came out, and although she appeared (piite

seriously injured I think she would have lived

liad not I shot her a few minutes later. In the

centre of the bunch on the top of a little

stump about four inches across from where

these bushes grew was the nest, which con-

tained three eggs, which upon examination

jn'oved to be about one third iiiciilnitcd. To
make the identity jiositive 1 collected both of

the birds.

I
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Tlie nest, which is before me, was placed

about eight inches from the ground, and is

composed of weed stalks with layers of leaves

mixed in, and is lined with fine black rootlets,

wliich was in line contrast to the eggs which

were of a pinkish -cream grovnid color when
taken, but at present are as follows:

Egg Xo. 1. .71 X .56. Ground color creamy-

white, marked with blotches of reddish-brown,

and with lilac-gray shell markings. All of the

blotches or markings with the exception of one

(which is on the side) are on the larger end, in

the form of a wreath.

Egg Xo. 2. .72 X .58. Ground color creamy-

white. All the markings are wreathed around

the large end in blotches and spots of light

reddish-brown, with lilac-gray shell markings.

Egg Xo. 3. .71 X .55. Ground color creamy-

white' with blotches and spots of reddish-

brown about equally distributed over the

entire surface of the egg, and a wreath of

lilac-gray shell marking at the greater end.

E. G. Tabor.
Meridian, N. Y.

Nesting of the Yellow-throated

Vireo.

Among the small birds there is no species

more interesting to me than the Yellow-

throated Vireo ( Vireo flnrlfrous) from whatever

point of view it is considered, from his lirst

advent in the spring to his latest hour among
us. Promptly he announces his arrival from

the neighboring grove with his clear mellow
whistle. The Warblers and the Finches may
unite in a grand harmonious medley, and we
listen to the melody as a whole and there is no

distinctive feature, but when flavifronn joins,

or rather when he speaks, for his notes fail to

unite in the chorus, so distinct is it, and

though all the other birds are singing we hear

only his note, clear, firm, steady, vigorous and
deliberate.

He seems quite as much entitled to the ap-

pellation "solitary" as his blue-headed relative,

for one bird or at most a pair is the universal

rule, but as there is no rule without an excej)-

tion so here are occasionally seen two males

paying court to one female. It seems a very

unsatisfactory state of things to the trio how-
ever, and one of continuous conflict on the

part of tlie aspirants to favor, audit soon ter-

minates in the solitary status to at least one of

the contestants.

Having entered the matrimonial state, the

pair are in no haste about nesting and family
cares, but deliberately examine every tree,

every branch, and every spray, not unusually
for even weeks, for a suitable fork from which
to suspend the cradle. Having fixed upon a
site after the most mature deliberation days
and even weeks are sometimes consumed in its

construction, and a masterpiece of the art it is

when the finishing touches are put on, and the
bits of lichen that supply the trimming and
ornamentation are platted firmly and neatly in

their places. The whole structure is very
compact and firm, and securely fastened in

place. I have seen them labor for a number
of days at a foundation, and then have a storm
with wind rise and tear it all away— which
result is usually followed by abandonment.

I have been amused" to see the female fly-

ing back and forth from her building nest to

the nearest old fence where she gathered
lichens and spiders' nests, materials largely

used to secure the fragments to the spray and
to each other, although not exclusively, for

I have observed them draw largely from
the webbing of the nests of the common
bag worm {ClMocampa americana) for that
purpose, as does also her relation, the Red-
eyed species. I have not seen the male bird

ever attempt to take any part in building the
nest, but he follows his mate deliberately

about on her excursions after material, and ac-

companies her back again, singing his best

songs in his most vigorous manner at each
resting place. I was exceedingly interested

last year over the movements of a male bird

which I observed singing his best from the
summit of a lone hickory, and as I walked
under the shade of its low branches he de-

scended from his lofty perch, and with a harsh
gutteral note began scolding at my intrusion. I

paused under a branch and watched his strange

evolutions as he came down within a few feet

of my head. I soon observed the cause, as

his nest was there and the female sittino-

snugly. He went directly to her and as she
slipped quietly away he placed himself firmly

in the nest and gazed over its walls with a look

which seemed to say "see me protect it, and
die before I'll sni-render" — and indeed he
would not leave till I almost touched him,
such was his devotion, and as he at last moved
to a contiguous spray he turned his head with

a look of fury in his eyes which said as plain

as looks could speak, "if I were only big

enough I'd fight you to the last."

This species appears to be often afflicted

with parasites. I have seen nests that
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swarmed with insects of that kind in such

immense numbers as to destroy the young

birds, or drive the parents away, so that they

perished. I have also observed the bird singing

in a tree pause between each song to peck

among his feathers in a very ludicrous manner.

I shall not soon forget an adventure I had

in securing a set of eggs of this species, and

which now adorns my cabinet. The site was

a lonely place in the woods, and in passing

through its shades my attention was arrested

by a pair of the birds gathering materials for

a nest. On pausing to observe I soon found

the location was in a tall chestnut at least

sixty feet from the ground, and in due time,

ecjuipped witli a long rope, I essayed the cap-

ture of the nest. The nearest limb was about

eighteen feet from the ground, and the method
of ascent proposed was to cast one end of the

rope over this branch, making it into an im-

provised ladder by tying short sticks into it at

short intervals, and drawing it up and securing

the other end to an adjacent tree. The project

worked admirably, and the tree was easily

mounted; the beautiful nest and eggs were

made secure and the descent begun. Beneatli

was an uncanny place to fall— a dense thicket

of heavy brush that seemed scarcely penetrable

— but the n)oment I trusted myself to the rope

ladder in descent it parted. I tried too late to

clasp the tree and tore my hands badly by con-

tact with the rough bark. There was but a :

moment's time to think, but that moment was i

sufficient to till me with the direst alarm as I
|

recalled to mind the sort of landing place that

awaited my coming. Only for an instant, how-

ever, and I could scarcely realize that the dan-

ger was stifely ^lassed and I was gently standing

like a wedge in apparently the only staiuling

place, supported cm every side by the stubs
|

and stakes the thought of whose sharp jioints

had so recently alarmed me.

A very singular set of this species was one of

my captures a few years ago. There were only

two eggs and there were a number of days' in-

terval ))et\\een their deposit. Tliese were the

largest eggs of this species I have ever seen,

and one of them was of the i>ui'est white with-
|

out a sj)()t, the other lieavily and boldy marked
like a Kingbird's.

T should fail to do justice to these little birds
i

if I neglected to extol their virtues. Their

whole lives seem devoted to the service of

men. Their food consists of the insects in

their various stages which infest our orcliard

and forest trees, and the (•a]>ture of an es-

pecially fat cateri)illar dennding the orchard of

its foliage is a feast that calls forth their loud-

est songs of rejoicing— which is high praise,

for herein they rank witlK)ut a peer.

John N. Clark.
Old Saybrook, Conn.

Notes from Lake Forest. Ill,

I am laid up for a few days, the result of a

fall from a tree; and thought I would send in

a few notes which may be of interest.

Last June I found a set of Wilson's Thrush
containing three eggs of the thrusli and seven

Cowbird's eggs. The nest was on a limb pro-

jecting over the sidewalk in a part of the

town most frequented.

Last winter has been a very mild one. Shore

Larks, Redpolls and Lai)land Longspurs have

been here all the time. On January 1st I saw

two Snowy Owls.

February 8th, a boy brought me a set of

three Great Horned Owls, and I found another,

February 22(1. A set of two was found here,

March 1st.

I have never noticed any articles regarding

climbers. In trees such as we have here

climbers are a necessity in collecting hawks,

etc. I have had a pair made with double

spurs, about an inch and a half long and bent

to an angle of about 4")°. I think that with

this kind of a climber the feet are better sup-

ported in climbing a tree, and the climbers

catch into the bark much more satisfactorily.

Besides, there is just about half the risk of the

climber slipping when there are two s^jurs,

that there is when there is only one.

11'. C. Pratt.
Marcli 4, 1S90.

Large Set of Eggs of the Pewee.

If I may be pardoned for mentioning some-

thing about such a well-known bird I would

like to speak of what I thought a remarkably

large set of eggs. On May 4, 18S8, I collected

a Phoebe's (Sai/ai'itis p/Ki'lir) nest containing

ten (10) eggs. The nest was placed luider a

bridge and composed of the usual materials.

I crossed this bridge several times every day

during the time occupied in building the nest

and depositing the eggs, and never observed

but the one pair of birds.

Incubation was slightly begun in some of the

eggs. Mark B. M'Mh.
Maoon, Mioh.

[The largest set of this bird's eggs that 1

know of was seven, and these were found in

Chester Co., Pa.

—

T. P. .V.]
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The Presence of McCown's and the

Chestnut-collared Longspur in

Southern Arizona, Near the

Mexican Border.

As these two Lonjifspurs have, to my knowl-

edge, been recorded but once from this teri'i-

tory (Apaclie Co.), winter of 1887-88, John
Swinburne, (Auk, Vol. V, Xo. 8), and as the

prairie country east of the Rocky Mountains

seems to be their i)rinciijal habitat, I was
much surprised to find them among the com-
monest species frequenting the elevated plat-

eau in the vicinity of this post. They were at

first observed associated with the Mexican
Horned Larks feeding together in vast flocks

during February. By Marcli, however, the

Larks began to pair and the Longspurs sep-

arated, the McCown's staying about cattle to

a great extent and in flocks of several thous-

and, the majority being females.

With tlie Chestnut-collared species, which

were in smaller flocks, the males predominated.

Single birds and groups of three or four were

often seen flying overhead and ofi:" from the

main flock. Although the country is dry and

rocky it affords abundant food and shelter and

is well suited to their habits.

Otho C. PoUnrj.
Fort Huachuca, Arizona.

A Remarkable Set of Eggs of the

Mountain Chickadee.

The eggs of the Mountain Chickadee (Pants

(Idiiihrli) are usually faintly speckled or entirely

unmarked, but I received a set last season

which is so remarkable that it is worthy of

description.

The nest was found in a hole in a tree, near

Fort Klamath, Oregon, on June 8, 1889. The
nest was made of hair and soft moss. The
parent bird was seen and fully identified, and

the collector is familiar with the species, so

that there can be no question as to the identi-

fication.

The nest contained six eggs, pure white,

heavily marked at tlie larger ends with orange-

rufous. On some of the eggs the markings

are so heavy that they almost obscure the

ground color. The size is normal, but the

whole appearance of the eggs is brilliant, and

entirely different from any specimens of this

species that I have ever seen. J. P. N.

The Evening Grosbeaks.

Is this the Earliest Record ?

IN MASSACHUSETTS.

Editor of 0. <& O. :

You wished me to let you know the exact

date my Evening Grosbeaks were shot. I

shot three on the first day of .January and two
were shot by Mr. Clifford Burr the next day.

Tliey were all shot on maple trees. They were
seen around here a day or two before they
were shot. Jofm GoukUng.
So. Sudbury, Mass., April 21, 1890.

IX NEW YOKK.

Editor of O. & O.:

I have to add to the already long list of

captures of the Evening Grosbeak a $ and 9
taken on April 21st, from a flock of five in

hemlock woods. A. II. B. Jordan.
Willsborough, Essex Co., X.Y., April 21, 1890.

The Evening Grosbeaks are staying late.

Saw a flock of seven females April 28th.

A. II. B. Jordan.

Late Nesting.

August 4, 1876, we found a $ Indigo bird

building a nest which was about half com-
pleted. August 11th, nest complete with

four eggs. In due time four young Indigoes

appeared, which we attempted to raise but
failed; three died from injuries received by
jumping from the cage to the floor before be-

ing able to fly, the fourth died later while we
were absent hunting.

August 16, 1885, found a Song Sparrow
lining a nest; August 26th, three eggs; August
31st, one egg and two young just hatched.

We were then called away, and upon our re-

turn (three weeks later) found the nest empty
but in good condition. Nest nine feet from P.

F. and C-.K.R. track over which from twenty-

five to thirty trains pass every twenty-four

hours.

September 25, 1885, while squirrel hunting,

a Mourning Dove flew from her nest to the

ground feigning lameness. Nest on a horizon-

tal beech limb against the trunk seven feet from
the ground contained two young about a week
old. All the above in Van Wert county, Ohio.

Were not these late nesting dates ?

S. Ruder.
Van ^Vert, Ohio.
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A Series of Eggs of the Marsh Hawk.

Mr. Rido-vvay, in his Manual of North Amer-

ican BirtU, page 226, says that tlie eggs of the

Marsh Hawk (Circus hmhonia.'<) are " white,

or bluish-white, usually plain, but often more

or less spotted or blotched with pale brown."

He also states tliat the numl)er of eggs laid is

from three to eight. Tlie series now before

mo does not agree witli his statements, as none

of the eggs are wliite, and none of the sets

contain as few as three, nor as many as eight.

Four eggs I consider is the smallest complete

set of this bird, while seven is an extreme

numl)er. Four to six eggs is probably a cor-

rect statement of the usual number laid.

Set I. June !(>, 1885. Riverside, Cal. Col-

lected by E. M. Haight. Nest made of sticks

and dry tules, on the ground in a bunch of

tules which had been bent over. Four eggs,

incubation advanced. Bluish-white, unmarked:

l.G!)xl.34; 1.72x1.37; 1.72x1.84; 1.7r)xl.37.

Tliis sot contains tlie smallest sized eggs of

tliis species that I have ever seen.

Set II. • June 8, 1888. Ogle County, III. Col-

lected by Perry Steele. Nest (tn the ground in

a marsh. Five eggs, fresh. IJluisli-wliite,

faintly spotted with dral)-gra,y. There are

also a few small spots of drab on two of the

eggs : 1.1)2x1.44; 1 . 88 x 1 . 8.j ; 1 . K7 x 1 . 48

;

1.80 x 1.40; LSI x 1.38.

Set III. May 10, 1884. Natick, Sunkway

Swamp. Collected by J. II. G. Nest of sticks

and grass, on the ground, with small bushes

and higli grass around it. Five eggs, fresh.

Bluish-white; three of the eggs are spotted

with dark gray, the other two are unmarked:

1.78x1.42; 1.77x1.48; 1.74 x l.:57; 1.79 x 1.41

;

1.78x1.42.

Set IV. May 8, 188(). Brushy Prairie, four

and a half miles southeast ot Baxter, Iowa.

Collected by J. W. Preston. Nest of coarse

grass stalks and weeds for a I'im, lined heavily

with soft gra,ss. Neatly made, on ground.

Six eggs, advanced. Bluish-white. Four of

the I'ggs are unspotted, but the other two are

faintly nrirkt-d with dra,b-gr;vy. On three of

the eggs tl)i'r(> are very curious ])rotub('i"in('es

which are rough to the touch. They ai'c lirmly

fastened to the shell, and appear to be some

malformation of it, as they will not rub oft'. I

have n(^ver seen anything like tlu^se on any

other eggs: 1.82x1..")]; 1.8,-) x 1.4:'.; 1.01x1.40;

1.93x1.40; l.OOxl.4.1; l.S.-) x 1.4(5.

Set Y. May 21, 1S80. North Stoniugton,

New London Co., Conn. Collected by

"J. M. W." (C. L. IJawson). Nest in bog, of

tangled and matted sheep laurel, on f<j>lia(jntu)i

foundation. Six eggs, fresh. Bluish-white,

two of them faintly spotted with drab-gray,

and the other four unmarked, except one

which has a single spot of burnt umber:

1.83x1.42; 1.80x1.42; 1.8.") x 1.48; 1.88x1.48;

1.82x1.43; 1.81x1.41. The finding of this set

was charmingly described in The Oknitiioi.-

OGiST ANO OoLOfJisT for March, 1800, by Mr.

Rawson.

Set VI. May 18, 1884. Cranberry Bog,

Preston, New London Co., Conn. Collected

by "J. M. W." (C. L. Rawson). Nest slight.

Four eggs, fresh. Bluish-white, one entirely

unspotted, which was laid the day the set was

taken, and the other three spotted with drab-

gray: 1.8oxl.44; 1.00x1.40; 1.78x1.47;

1.07 xl.41. Mr. Rawson visited this nest three

times, taking the eggs at his third visit. He
also got two other sets from the same pair of

birds in 1884, and three sets in 1885.

Set VII. June 0, 1885. Cranberry Bog,

New London Co., Conn. Collected by

"J. M. W." ((-. L. Rawson). Nest embryotic.

Five eggs, fresh. Bluish-white, two eggs un-

marked, the other three distinctly spotted with

cinnamon: 1.85x1.38; 1.82 xL30; 1.8lxl.;l7;

1.85x1.35; 1.87x1.88. Mr. Rawson took two

other sets from tliis pair of birds in 1885.

Set VIII. May 20, 1882. North Stonington,

New London Co., Conn. Collected by

"J. M. \V." (C. L. Rawson). Nest in big

open bog, with few scattering maples. On
May 14th the nest contained four eggs which

were left to see if more would be laid. On
May 20th it was again visited, and Mr. Rawson

found it contained fteiien eggs when they were

taken. All were fresh, and they are a truly

remirkalile sot. All are bluish-white. One of

them is unmarked, three others are faintly

marked with drab-gray, but the other three

are marked more heavily than any other eggs

of this species that I have ever seen. Two of

these have largi^ blotches of fawn color, while

the third has large spots of burnt umber
around the smaller end, and no one would

recognize it as an egg of Circus huilsnnins. As

Mr. Riwsou well rem irks (O. it O. for Febru-

ary, 1S84, Vol. IX, i)age 1()): "These were not

the mere 'accidental deposits of lymph,' re-

ferred to by the late Dr. lirewer, as liable to

appear on all plain (!ggs, but they in-esented a

good sui>erficial design, and the cloudy sub-

shell coloring seen on average sets of Red-

shouldered Hawks." They measure: 1.7Sx

1.45; l.S4xl.4S; 1.85x1.45: 1.84x1.45;

1.81x1.45; 1.70x1.45; 1.70xl.4S. J. P. N.
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Nesting of Anna s Hummingbird.

Of all birds the Iliiinniers never fail to

excite onr admiration and interest, the more
so when wo remember that the New World alone

is favored with their presence. Anna's Iluni-

minji'bird {TrorliiluH nana), our hir<i,est species,

is as interestin<r as any bird I knovi\ What a

picture it nnkes poised in the air like a fairy,

while it gently sijis now from this flower, now
from that, the nectar it so loves.

Its flight is the very poetry of motion; and

when it rests on a little twig or swinfjs to a

tiny, swayin*;" vine like some Trofjon of the

trojiics, and casts its little pleading eyes

toward you, you almost lose the collector's

instinct and worder if you are not a hardened

wretch for once thinking of taking its pretty

nest. But if you have a " weakness " for beauti-

ful tilings, like most of us, you will probably

api)ropiiate the lovely nest and eggs if it is your

good fortune to find it, and satisfy your con-

science with the thought that Madiime Hum-
nun' will soon build another. She must do it

all alone for her lazy husband never offers the

least bit of assistance.

It is an interesting sight to watch the build-

ing of a Hummer's nest. Often [ have seen

tliem ollecting the soft cotton-down from

willow catkins or from the cottonwood, and

watched the bird make trip after trip to get

tlie spiiler's web which they use with such

marvellous skill.

Trachiliis (innn is not very particular as to

locution when it begins to thinks of a home
for its young. I have found their nests in

orchards, in cactus and in fine cypress, eucalyp-

tus and many other trees. I have seen them
forty feet from the gr(umd, and again so low

that the cozy structiu'c was discovered by the

angry buzzing of the female as she flew from

her eggs close by my head. I once saw a nest

in <a rather odd situation; it was in a locust

tree where there were only bare limbs and

twigs. Another example of a bird's idiosyn-

crasy was a nest built about fifteen feet up in

a eucalyptus. A dry twig had fallen among
some green leaves and shoots next the trunk

of the big tree, and on this precarious foun-

dation the Hummingbird had built its nest.

Anna's lluinmlngbird doubtless raises sev-

eral broods yciirly, for nests are found early

and late in the season. My earliest date is

February i:lth, incubation far advanced. Mr.

A. M. Ingersoll found a nest with eggs nearly

hatched on .lanunry 14th.

The IIummingl)ird is a cunning as well as

skilful workman, and seldom makes its char-

acteristic buzzing noi.se when building unless

<listurbed. It greatly objects to interruptions

in its work, and is very pugnacious in enforc-

ing its rights. I have seen one make a Gold-
finch retreat most ignominionsly when it

persisted in alighting close to the Hummer's
nest. Instances showing the Hummingbird's
extraordinary courage are numerous. They
do not hesitate to attack the Western Ked-tail

{Uutcohoredlis calunts) on occasions.

The nest is usually completed in about nine

days. The period of incubation varies. A nest

observed by Mr. .lames Hyde contained young
birds in sixteen days. It is a curious circum-
stance that the eggs are sometimes laid and
incubation commenced before the bird has
finished building the nest.

It is not the easiest thing to find a Humming-
bird's nest, the birds are such deceivers. Often I

have twisted my head about in a surprising

manner to follow a swift-speeding Plummer
which stopped a moment about some tree to

buzz and then suddenly darted down to settle

on the nest.

Sometimes they appear to fly directly past

the tree containing the nest but turn in the air

with wonderful rapidity and go like a flash to

cover their eggs.

In size and construction the nest of Anna's
Hummingbird varies greatly. Very often they

ai e quite large for the size of the bird and
decked with beautiful lichens and moss, and I

remember one which was exceedingly shallow

and built of nothing but willow cotton.

H. B. Taylor.
Alameda, California.

Failures.

Thei-e are failures that at the last bring

greater pleasures than unlimited succes.s. The
beginnings of my oological career sprang

from the ill luck of a parent Meadow Lark.

Her six pretty speckled eggs by mishap were
thrown out of the nest, and there I found

them safe and sound, but cold, and there was
born the desire which started me collecting.

As I peruse the journals of years past, ill

luck seems burned on many a p.age. One
entire winter had been spent in prepar-

ations for a brilliant season among the lakes

of Northwestern Iowa. The outfit was all

ready, and so were two eager youths. Rains

incessant, and cold winds set in early and
lasted late. We succeeded in " mudding it

"
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two hundred miles, and had reached our fiekl,

when a telegram brought to my companion tlie

sad news that his brother had died. Of course

that ended one season's collecting, and it

might be termed a failure all round.

Two subsequent springs have found me
travelling far for a notable hernory where there

breeds annually two hundred "Great Blues."

To my real disappointment the feeble cries of

nestlings greeted my ears each season.

Bubo chances a nest in these woods now and

then, and I think myself well acquainted with

youiKj Owls. One adventure with them will

ever be vivid by the scars which mother Owl
left me.

Many years since a pair of Bald Eagles

brought out two tine specimens of their kind

within a half mile of my father's house, and

when I discovered the nest it was not more
than fifteen feet from the ground in a small

tree, and that accounted for my failure to find

it.

All day I had wandered over the wild prairies

and through marshy tangle, and at sunset

found a nest of the White Crane. Two fine

eggs repaid well the effort. Night came on

and camp was seven miles away. Cold clouds

and a chill, frosty wind made a night without

shelter a thing to be dreaded. I lost my way
and became confused, for a number of very

distant prairie fires sent up a reddish glow

against the clouds. A heavy gun and a hunt-

ing sack with something of plunder made
walking difficult. Near ten o'clock at night

the beacon light in the Avindovv of a herder's

shanty bade me welcome. But to this day

I have more to regret the breaking of one of

those precious eggs than the lonely night

walk.

Little things oftimes hinder our success.

Such is the Cowbird. As a despoiler of

homes she is preeminent. Little she cares

whose domains she enters. Once I detected

the little witch peering longingly at the new
made domicile of a little Iluby-throat. 1

hoped she would deposit (me of those lusti-e-

less eggs, for I wanted it to tell of. How
often has our joy at finding a rare and long

sought nest been turned into <lisgust at the

presence of Cowbirds' eggs and the renKun.s

of those which would have been a treasure.

One trip I cannot forget. I took another

fellow's dog with me to point a few (Jrouse

nests. He was said to be good at it. He was.

He pointer! the nest and then ate the eggs.

Then there is the old Black Crow. There is

much of poetry about a Crow, more of cun-

ning, most of greed. I had hunted many
days in one of the choicest ranges of lake

and wood to be found in the North. Many rare

nests were building. Hope ran high. A flock»of

unemployed Crows came into the woods and

"camped" three days. When they moved on,

the best of my marked down sets of eggs went

with them, among the rest a set of the Swallow-

tailed Kite.

My canvas boat I have mended. I have worn
out a costly malarial fever and healed a broken

shoulder, but my antipathy for his Sable ex-

cellency grows even against my desire.

J. W. Preston.
Baxter, Iowa.

Nesting of Wilson's Thrush in

Pennsylvania.

To most of the readers of the O. & O., sup-

posing that they are New Englanders, the

Wilson's Thrush (Tin-dus fnsrescens) in in all

probability one of the most common birds

breeding in their locality.

But this is not so in Pennsylvania, for

although the bird is a transient visitor in this

State it seldom remains to breed.

On the '2Qt\\ of .July, 1889, while on a picnic

at Lloyds ville, (Jambria Co., Pa., and not

having anything to do, I wandered up the

mountain to pick whortleberries. Just as I

reached the summit, a bird of the thrush

family started up in front of me, and quickly

disappeared in the brush-wood. On gt)ing to

the spot she had left I found a nest and three

eggs. Not deeming identification C()mi)Iete I

marked the spot, and on returning about half

an hour later I again Hushed tlie bird, getting

a better view of her; her tawny color, together

with the position and composition of the nest,

furnishing identification. As I did not expect

to be in the locality again I took the set,

though j)robably inconii)lete, together witji

the nest.

The latter was placed a few inches above the

level of tlic ground, presumably on the remains

of an old decayed stump; but whatever it was,

it was SI) covered vvitli decayed leaves that it

was difficult to tell what the original founda-

tion had been.

The nest was compctsed of dried grass, root-

lets, dead leaves and a shi'cd-like bark,

probably that of the grape-vine. There was
no lining whatever, except that in the inside

the rootlets predominated slightly.

The eggs, as mentioned before, were three
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ill number, of the usual liglit greenish-blue

color. They measure: .93x,69; .88x.67;

.Si)x.(59, and were perfectly fresh, probably

being the seccmd set of the season.

Lloyd's station is situated on the side of a

spur of the Alleghany mountains, and, accord-

ing to tlie Pennsylvania State Geological Sur-

vey report, of Blair Co., is 2, ISO feet above
tide, the nest being at least 150 feet higher,

on the summit of the hill, making the altitude

of the nest at least 2,800 feet above tide. This

altitude was in all probability chosen by the

bird to make up for the difference in latitude

between this and its regular breeding local-

ities.

On another trip, several miles east of this, I

noticed a pair of Juncos {.Tunm InjemnHs) ap-

parently making " much ado about nothing,"

but on closer investigation 1 discovered a

young bird lying on the ground, dead. This

has no connection with the Wilson's Thrush,

but it may be interesting to know that the

Junco, although on the high mountains, breeds

as far south as latitude 41° 20'.

Frrd O. Kor/i.
Philadelphia, Pa.

[To the above instance of Wilson's Thrush
breeding in Pennsylvania may be added that

of a set of four eggs taken May 28, 1887, in

Montgomery County, Pa., and now in my
cabinet.—/. P. .V.]

He Will be More Astonished Before

the Year's Out.

We have seen some, and heard of many, large

things on wheels; but when it comes to wings,

Dynamite's heifer not only takes the cake but

removes the bakery also. While we do not

doubt Dynamite for a moment we are forced

to think he was wearing a pair of magnetic

eyes or under tlie effects of an overdose of

spirlfiis fnimenti^ possibly both. The two
ill coiinection with rarefied air would be liable

to make a giralTe of a Calliope Hummer.
Another great mistake in old Dame Xature,

had she manufactured master Fred's chip-

munk into a kid he would knock Buck Ewing
out on base ball in the first half of the first

inning, at any rate we would respectfully

decline catching behind the bat where he did

the pitching. .\s to Harrison's deer story

and Cantwcll's fog horn we remove our hat.

3/o.s'.s7>rfcA\

Was the Change in the Common
Names Popular ?

ONE OF MANY THAT ARE COMING IN.

Editors of O. & O.:

I notice your request in the April O. i& O.,

asking readers to give their preference for the

old or new names of the four species, 534, 540,

546, 604. I for one prefer and think the old

names more appropriate, as follows: 5:34 Snow
Bunting, 540 Grass Finch, 546 Yellow-winged

Sparrow, 604 Black throated Bunting. While
on the subject I should like to mention several

others which I consider the old name prefer-

able to the new. They are as follows:

OLD.

231 Red-breasted Snipe.

234 Eed-breasted Sandpiper.

648 Blue Yellow-backed Warbler.

A. O. U. NEW.
231 Dowitcher.

234 Knot.

648 Parula Warbler.

Ornithologically yours,

J. c. a

WILLING TO FALL INTO LINE.

Editors of O. <fe O. .•

In your editorial column this month you ask

for a vote in reference to the change in a few
of the names of our common birds. I consider

the A. O. U. check list the standard for our
American birds, and if such ornithologists as

x\llen, Brewster, Cones, Merriam and Ridgway
thought it necessary to change from the old to

the new I, for one, think they are the best qual-

ified to know; and it will be a very easy matter
for us to conform to the new nomenclature.

I, for one, shall vote for the A. O. U. names.

ir. H. L.

doesn't DENY UUT THE NEAV NAMES AKE
" DULCET."

Editor of O. .t- O.;

In accordance with your request in the

April O. & O. that subscribers should send in

a vote relating to their preference of English

names of certain birds mentioned by yourself

in that number I write to say that I am most
decidedly in favor of the old titles, for besides

being personally in favor of them, I think that

they are the least local of any English names
applied to these birds.

The reason why I consider the old names
more generally known is that they are those
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used by the older ornithologists who wrote of

our American birds, and in that way they

became broadly known, if not "standard."

All of these birds, the Snow Bunting, Grass

Finch, Black-throated Bunting, and Yellow-

winged Sparrow are abundant only in a com-

paratively small area, and it is only where a

bird is very well known that it receives a local

name, and it is hardly fair that such a name
should be forced upon people who do not know
tlie bird well, and therefore are not familiar

with the signiflcation of the term.

When I saw the first list of English names

of birds, which was arranged after the new
"A. O. U." code and check-list, I was totally

unable to imagine what a "Dickcissel" and a

"Grasshopper Sparrow" were.

Some of the new names are more poetic and

appeal to the finer instincts with greater force

than do the old ones, and I am very fond of

poetry, music, etc., but I don't want it in the

wrong place, and one of those places is in

ornithology. //. G. W.

GIVES A GOOD REASON.

Editor of O. & O.:

My vote is in favor of the new A. O. U.

names. Think they are generally shorter, and

that is quite a point in their favor. Am well

pleased with the O. & O.. F. L. H.
New Hamburg, Pa., May 1, 1890.

DIVIDES HIS VOTES.

Editor of O. & O.:

In regard to the old and new names applied

to the birds published in the late numl)er of

the O. & O., of which you wish the opinion of

tlie readers of your journal, I would say that

I am perfectly satisfied with the new names,

but prefer using the old names of .5;>4 and 604.

B. II. D.

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE FIRST UNITED
FAMILY VOTE.

Editnr of O. & O.:

1 would say in regard to tlie changing of

some names of the birds that my wife and my-

self prefer the t)l(l names. We are very much
interested in ornitliology. "Snowflake" is the

name of a potato, and it is not a very good
potato either. Mr. and Mr.^. A. E. K.

FAVORS THE OLD EXCEPT "VESPER.

Editor of O. & O.:

Seeing the question in tlie April O. & O. re-

garding the new and old names of certain

species 1 will give my idea as to which is the

more appropriate name. I would say that, on

the whole, I like the old names much better.

Grasshopper Sparrow and Dickcissel are poor

substitutes for Yellow-winged Sparrow and

Black-throated Bunting; Snowflake for Snow
Bunting is fantastic, but a little too much so,

I think. Pine Siskin also I do not like as well

as Pine Linnet. But as to the other change

which you mention, that of Vesi^er Sparrow

for Bay-winged Sparrow, I must say I am in

favor of, for I think it a most ajipropriate

name, and we have birds enough named for

the color of their wings. A. H. H.

HIS VOTE TIES THAT OF .J. C. C. S.

Editor of O. tt O. ;

The April O. & O. to hand, and your refer-

ence to the A. O. IT. and tlie common name,^

noted. As an amateur ornithologist and oiilo-

gist I would say that I am greatly in favor of

the new names for several reasons. First,

because they are shorter, and secondly I think

them more appropriate, that is as a general

rule, in the new code. In the four mentioned

birds No. 1 is very little changed and tlie change

was really not necessary; No. 2, I think you
could not better the name as it is now; No. ;J,

I have not much to say concerning it as I do
not know it; and No. 4, the name is shorter

but I do not know where the new name comes
from. I think there are other birds tliat could

have been given that the comparison could

liave been brought out better. As a whole I

think the verdict will be in favor of the new
names. F. L. F.

PUTS IN A SOLID VOTE.

Editor of O. <fc O.:

Having noticed in the April number of the

O. & O. a desire for a popular vote upon the

re-naming of some of our feathered friends, I

for one say, stand by the old names every time,

names which are more descriptive and aj^pro-

priate than the new ones. Black-throated

Bunting is by far a better name for our friend

than tlie outlandisli name of Dickcissel, better

call it Richard Cissel and do away with nick-

names. Why change a name for a new one

that is no improvement, much less for one that

is much worse? Give me the old ones every

time, also Ridgway's nomenclature for me, if

you please. Why all these changes by the

A. O. U.? Is not the old good enougli for the

Union, or must tliey stir things upside down
to let folks know there is such a Union?

Excuse the length of this, but I could not

express myself with fewer words. .S. B. I.
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EditoriaL

Our Premium.
Any subscriber of. the O. & O. who will send

us a new subscriber with the subscription price

of one dollar and ten cents extra to pay post-

agje, we will send them either birds' eggs,

stuffed birds, or birds' skins to the amount of

<me dollar, by F. B. Webster's regular catalogue

price, or if you i)refer, supplies to the amount

of 50 cents. .S(/(7/ subscriptions nn(st begin

wit/i the current number. This does not mean
renewals by old subscribers. Now boys is

your chance.

Send in Your Vote.

The lively interest taken by our readers in

the change of the common names of some of

our birds is just what we anticipated. We shall

devote a portion of our space to communica-

tions on the subject. In doing so we wish to

hear from both sides and from all. Ornithol-

ogists like others have opinions of their own,

and we think what they want is a free me-

dium in which to express it. The 0.»feO. is

the place for such expressions and when they

get to us there is no committee of suppres.sion.

Off with the Duty.

Your interests as ornithologists demand that

tliere be no duty on birds' skins, birds' eggs or

specimens of natural history, nor on any

goods that you require to carry on your study.

The McKinleybill, now under the consideration

of Congress, does not favor your interests.

You have votes, and although small in nvtmber

let them count in favor of your interests when
you are called upon to cast them.

Facts.

Duty on goods that you are constantly using

is not i)aid by foreigners, but is a tax on your-

self, and designed to keep the price up on what
you use. If you like to dance to that music
then go for high protection. We prefer to get

all we can for our money.

Brief Notes.

Looking over the pages of the subscription book.
Vol. VI, the year in which this magazine was changed
from the Oologist, we find that there are only thirty-

seven names on our present list that were subscribers
at that time. They are :

*J. A. Allen, J. M. W.
Egbert Bagg, J. W. Lord,
William Brewster, Geo. N. Lawrence,
C. F. Batchelder, #F. H. Lattin,

M. T. Bogart, W. H. Lewis,

C. B. Cory, Edgar A. Means,
A. P. Chadl)ourne, C. F. Neff,

M. Chamberlain, Austin F. Park,
J.N.Clark, F. T. Pember,
William Duteher, H. A. Purdie,

*01iver Davie, John H. Sage,
Ruthven Dean, C. W. Strumberg,
N. A. Eddy, J. Y. Stanton,
B. W. Evermann, W. S. Semple,
W. O. Emerson, J. Trombley,
B. F. Goss, tF. B. Webster,
Delos Hatch, *Jos. M. Wade,
C. M. .Jones.

* Exchange List. t Publisher.

Over a hundred new subscribers were added to the

list the tir.st of this year. The great trouble that we
have to encounter is the fact that the life of ornitho
logical interest is short, we think as a rule not exceed-
ing three or four years.

On Sunday morning, May 4, I met H. G. Collins,

printer, with an injured Woodcock which he had just
picked up on Devonshire street, Boston. It was quite
lively but injured in the head. It had evidently flown

against one of the many electric wires which cover the

city overhead. Jos. M. Wade.

While on a collecting trip in the vicinity of Beverly,

Mass., April 19, 1 shot a fine ^ specimen of the Pigeon
Hawk. If this is a rare bird to this locality, please

publish it. Frank A. Brown. [We do not consider it

rare.—Ed.

1

On the 28th of April I took a set of five Albino Blue-

bird's eggs from a nest in a dead stump about eight

feet up. All the eggs were perfectly fresh when blown.

Fred W. Pashley, Forest, Ont.

Lewando's Dj'C House, Boston, have exhibited in

their window a stuffed cat in the act of washing a
brood of chickens, part of which are hung out on a line
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to dry. The piece, of which there are several duplicates^

was designed and executed by F. B. Webster. The

company have adopted it for a trade mark, and we are

informed that they propose to use a lithograph of it

for a calendar.

Harry Gordon White is to have a six weeks' furlough

which he will spend at the Magdalen Islands. He ex-

pects to have a fine opportunity to collect in that

locality.

Walter Hoxie has returned from a collecting trip.

We have just received an article on Seminole names

which will be given to our readers in a future issue.

W. Otto Emerson writes that he was to leave Hay-

ward's, Cal., on the 14th, for Paris, France, where he

will study art at the Academy of Julain, for two years.

He will be ol)liged to give up his ornithological ex-

changing during the time. We anticipate a call from

him while on his way.

During the first week of May reports came in from

all quarters of the arrival of spring birds. W. F. Had-

ley, Arlington, Mass., reported, the first of the week.

Yellow, Parula, Prairie, Chestnut-sided, Black-throated

Green, Nashville and Black and White Warblers, Oven-

bird, Solitary Vireo, and Wood Thrush. We received

the first Tanager on the Gth.

March 28, Woodcock seen at Dartmouth, Nova Scotia.

Big Duck shooting at Three-Fathom Harbor. April

1,'5, Barn Swallows, Rollins, Juncos, Song S])arrows,

Blue Jays, Hudsonian Tits, Rusty Grackle and flocks

of Fox Sparrows, seen. Harry Austen, Halifax.

A list of memlicrs of the Colorado Biological Asso-

ciation has been received. After June 1 the address of

the secretary, T. D. A. Cockerell will be, 5 Prior Road,

Bedford Park Chiswick, London, England.

C. F. Newell sends in two large photos, one of Deers'

heads, and the other of the entire animal. We have

before referred to that gentleman as being one of

Maine's young taxidermists of promise.

And now comes a very nicely executed photo of a

group of Hawks taken by flash light at night by Henry

Norris, son of J. Parker Norris, Esq.

Harry Austen has a bear cub. It is a tame little

fellow, sleeps in the room with him and is a family

pet. He offers it for sale. Anyone wanting such a pet

has a rare opportunity.

F. B. Webster recently purchased about 30,000 feet

of land at the Hazelwood station, Hyde Park, Mass., on

which to erect buildings suitable to carry on the Nat-

viral History business. The museum building will be

commenced ;it once. It is located on the Old Colony

railroad, Providence division, seven miles out fnnii

Boston. Salesroom will be at the old stand, 409 Wa>li-

ington street, Boston.

We are receiving a numlier of letters from our sub-

scribers asking about Oliver Davies' new work on

taxidermy. We assure you all that we consider that it

will be a book that will rejtay you well if you invest in

it. The publisher of the O. & O. subscrilied for ten

copies personally. The subscription price is $r->. Blanks

will be furnished upon application. $1 must accom-
pany order as a matter of good faith. The work will

not be imblishcd except upon receiving 500 subscribers.

The name of each substrriber will be published in it,

and the number limited. Give Mr. Davie a good
endorsement.

An exchange gives an account of a party who adver-

tised for birds' eggs in a Nevada paper, and the next

day a notice was published in the paper calling atten-

tion to the adv. and threatening anyone who disturbed

nests. It's one thing to threaten, but a horse of another

color to execute. We have a threatening angel in this

state, but our ornithologists don't appear to worry
much.

John C. Cahoon started for a four months' trip to

Newfoundland early in May. He was well muzzled by
a contract not to collect any S])ecimens for himself,

give any notes to the jjublic, nor to go there again for

three years. We are not sure whether lie was required

to leave his soul as security. And still they kick up at

the lack of liberty in Russia, but money will compete
with the Czar every time.

William Brewster has added the Boston Turkey
Buzzard to his collection. When that gentleman sees

a good thing he appreciates it. Turkey Buzzards, and
in fact anything from Boston, are not to be sneezed at.

We now have a den of black snakes at our office, five

crawling, wriggling, cold-blooded chaps. Noting the

wish ou the part of the people to exterminate the

English Sparrow, we placed one of them in the cage to

see if the projiosition of the fish commissioners to use

thein for food would be approved by our pets. About
that time Mrs. Maynard, the wife of one of our best

known naturalists called and pleaded for the life of the

bird. We could not resist and ])resented it to her. No
use, the best friends of our birds are our ornithologists.

Raleigh, N.C , April 11, IS'.iO.—O. & O. duly received
— is more beautiful than ever this year. I like the idea

of ])iitting one's 'speriences in Brief Notes, so will give

our luck this season.

Pine Warbler started building, March 4, twenty-

three days earlier than last two years, but tlie sudden
and violent changes in weather completely demoralized

thein, and eggs are not panning out as well as the

number of nests found.

Took three young Woodcock in down, March 10, and
two sets of Brown-headed Nuthatch, March 24.

Have found two nests (now about half finished) of

Yellow-throated Warbler (Dendroica dominica) awtX am
glad to see a pair of Broad-winged Hawks summoning
up courage to fix up their last year's nest.

Will somebody please solve this, it's been pitched
into me several times : Two snakes met, No. 1 seized

the other by the tail, No. 2 reciprocated, and each
started to swallow the other. What was the result?

Correspondence.

More Facts on the Shrike Question.

Editors of O. & O.:

Have taken four Great Nortliern Shrikes

this past winter. Tlio stomacli of one con-

tained a small grasshopper in addition to a

good sized "wad" of hair and bones. The
stjmachs of the other tliree contained the
" wad" of hair and bones, but no insects. On
Marcli 24, 1S90, (the last shrike of the winter),

I observed a, shrike take a snitill Nixike about

twelve to eighteen inches long; [ clniscd liini

from tree to tree, but could not get a shot at

him. At last lie dropped the snake .and I tookit.

Tlie head of snake was gone and a fair part of
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body also. Ten inches of the tail part re-

mained. All these facts are noted in a winter

exoei)tionally mild, notably so in this section.

C. C. Maxjield.

Editor.^ of O. d- O.:

In my notes on "A Kite New to American

Fauna" in your April number, the locality

slnudd read Monroe Co. instead of Dade. It

was my mistake in copying the MSS.

J. C. CaJioon.

Editors of O. & O.:

On April 2, a fine specimen of Golden Eagle

measuring seven (7) feet in extent was brought

me to be mounted. It was poisoned in Altona

Township, Pipestone Co.. ^Nlinn., by a boy who
liad a bait out for prairie wolves. It is the

first specimen ever taken in this county to my
knowledge. I think it is a rare bird in a tree-

less country like this. ^l. D. Brown.
I'iliestone, Minn.. April 5, 18!)0.

An Unusually Large Eagle.

Editors of O. & O.:

Your letter was over two weeks in reaching

me after it was written, and I am very sorry

to tell you that during one of our wind storms

the door of the house in which my eagle lived

blew open and he came out. Before we knew
it, he hail attacked a physician, lighting upon

his arm and showing so much fight that the

doctor killed him with a club and left him

lying where he fell. As he did not inform us

we did not know of it until the dogs had

destroyed the bird, so I cannot give you a

sworn statement of his extent. I can only say

that the room in which he lived was nine feet,

Ihree inches wide straight across, and he

(;ould not (piite straighten himself except

corner-wise of the room. We think he meas-

ured nine and one half feet surely. lie was

quite tame with us but was very ui;ly to the

doctor. Tiianking you for your interest in my
big l»ird, I remain sincerely yours,

F. E. Can:
Lewistown, Ferfrus Co., Mont., Apr. 2S, \S'M.

Editor O. tfc O.:

Here we are all (). K. and right side up.

Friday morning I took a small boat on the

Dartmouth side, and with a chai> to do the

rowing started out in quest of the Auk family

and other members of the feathered tribe.

On our way down the harbor 1 spied a boat

aiiead of us with two chaps in, who would pull

like blazes for about tifty yards, drop their

oars, jump up, slap their guns to shoulder,

and sweep the waters in all directions; this

tliey kept up until we caught up, and going

ahead we kept eyes open, as we knew by their

actions something was on the move. Sure

enough, for in a few moments my eagle eye

lit on a black object that was going for all it

was worth for the shore. We shot our boat

in that direction, when the object disappeared

beneath the water, and appeared again, going

behind us, at about fifty yards distant. I

slung up my ten bore, there was a stunning

report, and a charge of No. 4 shot swept that

animal into eternity. Upon rowing up I was

much surprised to find it an American Scoter,

with hump bill, orange and yellow, and ph;m-

age all black. I was glad to get it, and it's

the first specimen of its kind I have ever shot

so near home, and it is now mounted and helps

to swell my already very large and varied col-

lection. After gathering this chap in, we pro-

ceed on our way, and meet with nothing furtlier

except Guillemots, that would get up far out of

shot, until we got well down past McNab's

Island, when we spotted four loons hugging the

opposite shore. We immediately turned the

boat and lit out. When we arrived upon the

scene the Loons had deserted, all but one, and

he seemed to feel perfectly secure, so we edged

in our boat, drove him close to the shore, when

he dove. I then stood up. backed out the boat

about sixty yards and waited. All of a sudden

up came the Loon behind us, but I was there

as quick as he was, and a charge of No. 2,

with five drams of powder behind it, laid him

out cold, so we gathered him' in, and after

plugging him up with wool turned again

towards the Island. By and by we caught

sight of some Cock-a-wee, got pretty well up

to them, when up they jumped. One chap

took a sweep around us, and in turning to join

the others, came rather too close, and again

the ten bore spoke, and there was one Cock-a-

wee less in this beautiful world. We picked

him up and he proved to be a very fine male

in the winter plumage. We then made for the

lower part of the island and got to our destin-

ation, all O. K., without any further interrup-

tions from the songsters of the deep. There

are just here two narrow strips of land running

out into the bay, and the water comes in from

the sea through a passage about 150 yards

wide. Here we anchored the boat about mid-

channel, and with guns in hand waited for the

birds to show up. By and by, in comes a

Cock-a-wee, and witii the wind after him he

cuts through the air at 1,000 miles a minute,
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(more or less), off go two guns and oft' go the

Cock-ar-wees, large as life and twice as natural,

and happy as a clam at high water. A few

remarks dropped by my companion and self

about not being prepared, shot too far behind,

thougJit you would shoot first, etc., is all the

consolation that is left us.

In a litttle wliile we spy a large bird wind-

ing his way up from the sea, and coming along

with neck outstretched and wings going "two
forty," as though he were afraid to let up for

an instant, for fear he would drop. We say

"Loon, lay low," and low we lay, and with

anxious eye we follow the line of flight. Now
he comes up, is rigiit over the boat, when up

go tlie guns, and Mr. Loon makes a mighty

good attempt to spring through the air, but he

is too late, foi- with two reports ringing out on

the air his spring and flight in this world is

over and down he comes, head over heels, and

hits the water with a miglity thud which sends

the gentle liquid splashing high up into the

air. We gather him in, plug him up with

wool, wrap in paper, and lay carefully in a

box that I had brought with me for that pur-

pose. After s])ending an hour or so and getting

in an occasional sliot, we decide that it is not

good enough, and as tlie wind had risen and

was very cold, calculated it would be more

comfortable ashore, so turning our boat we
made for the lauding. On the way in we
spotted two more Loons close to the shore and

pulled quietly toward them, after getting

within about 100 yards they dived toward us,

and we knew that it was their intention to get

outside of us, therefore we did not move but

stood up in tlie boat, with guns ready. In a

little while there was a splash and a plunge

right within shot, but he was too quick for us,

another second up comes the other, and this

time my eye hapiiened to catch him as lie

broke water and before he could dive, a charge

of No. 4 shot took him in head and neck, and

there he laid without a (juiver, stone dead.

We laid him to rest with tlie other and then

making for tlie landing pulled up our boat,

backed our tiajjs, aiid mad(^ for my friend

Hasiiford's, wiio gave us a iiearty welcome as it

was tliiHH! years since 1 had the jjleasure of

si)endiiig an evening with him and his good

wife before. We spent the rest of tiie day

wandering sibout tlu^ slioi'(>s but secured no

birds.

After tea, about six o'clock, I took my gun

and went for a place where I liad sliot six Blue-

wing Duck out of eigiit in one shot three years

before, as 1 h'\t sure if any were about tiiey

would show up there, as it was a favorite

drinking place for the Blue-wing in the times

gone by. I kept well under cover, and just as

I got to the brook I spotted a Blue-wing

making for the woods (he had been in the

brook drinking, and I had got between him
and the sea), so up went tlie gun and down
came the duck. I went and picked him up
and on turning around to get back to cover,

there were the Blue-wings coming in and
alighting in the brook, and just off the mouth;
and there was I out of shot and no way to get

at them, so I simply walked toward them and
off they went, between fifty and sixty of them
quacking like blazes. I laid down behind a

rock, as I kenw they would ci.icle back, and
back they came, but out of shot, and passed

overhead on to some other drinking ground.

I waited for a little while, and two more
coming I got in a shot, saw one tumble, marked
the spot and got him the next morning.

In the morning my companion was up at

four o'clock, and went back to the brook, ex-

pecting the Shell fowl would come in to drink

at daylight, but none turning up he followed

up the shore and secured another Loon and
two AVidgeons. I turned out about nine, and as

it was blowing a living gale we could not get

out in the boat so shot around the shores, but

only got one Gray Gull and a R. B. Merganser.

In the afternoon, about three, we left for

home, and a hard time we had as the wind

was right down from the north, dead against

us, and it was hard pulling. We did not

strike the Dartmouth shore until after six

o'clock, and I was very glad to step on the

land. We saw none of Little Auks, or Murres,

and 1 was very much disappointed as I had

thought to have secured a good many specimens

for you, but it's too late now in the season and

I fancy they have all passed on or gone out to

sea?

Speaking about Loons, are those we got the

young of the Noithein Diver".' If so, how is it

that we get none in full plumage in the winter

time, and how is it that in summer time we
get none but the old birds, and then always in

the fresh water lakes and in full plumage, and

never see either old or young at that time of

year in the salt water"' Do you think that

they are one and the same bird".' 1 have

stutted a pair of them, the third one my man
took to eat. As he says, they lay over the

baked goose, but I don't hanker after them

put up in that way, as goose is good enough for

Yours truly,

.1 nsfcit.
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did not come under my observation until 1887

wlien I sliot tlie lirst one I ever saw, and the

summer of 1887 when I had the good luck to

find a nest. When first found it was not com-

pleted. It was placed under a piece of barJc

which was on a tall dead tree and was about

ten feet from the ground. I watched the birds

as they built it. Tlie male was quite diligent,

and I noticed that when he came out before

her he would creep up the tree four or five

feet and then fly down (never crept) to the

nest, and if she did not make her appearance

for some time he would look in and they would

have a little chat together. After awhile they

would both come out and fly away. In a few

minutes both would return and repeat the per-

formance. After this I again visited the nest

to find in it three fresh eggs; these I carefully

packed in a small tin box, but in trying to get

to a Sparrow Hawk's nest I lost the box. The

nest was composed of the fine inner bark of

trees and was very shallow.

63. House Wren. Common. Builds in

Martin boxes and natural cavities of trees.

The eggs, six to eight in number, usually six,

are of a pale reddish flesh color, covered with

fine dots and sprinklings of a darker color.

The measurement of the egg is 5-8 in. by 15-o2

in. Occasionally two broods are reared in one

season. The nest is composed of sticks, horse

hair and feathers, is v(!ry bulky and neatly

constructed; the hollow is quite deep. Tliis

pugnacious little bird is a very industrious

nest builder, carrying sticks three to four

inches in length.

115, Golden-crowned Thrush. Not common.

Seems to desire the dense woods and under-

brush.

135. Red-eyed Vireo. Common. This little

songster does not inhabit any particular local-

ity. It is a great benefit to the farmer in the

way of insect destroying, and is constantly

busy in this useful employment. The nest is

hung from a crotch at the end of a branch and

is composed outwardly of the inner bark of

trees, paper, cobwebs, etc. It is lined with

pine needles and is deeply hollowed. The

eggs, four to five in number, are of a pure

white, with a rosy tinge, and sprinkled with

brown, mostly at the largest end.

148. Great Northern Shrike or Butcher Bird.

Common, but only as a winter visitor. Their

food at this time consists of Sparrows and

other small birds. I once shot one which had

caught a Sparrow and had its head nearly

eaten off.

151. Cedar Waxwing. Common. This bird

is very useful in one way and quite destructive

in another; useful, because up to the first of

July their food consists of flies and insects;

perched on the top of a tree they quietly wait

for their prey to pass, when they dart out and

often catch three or four flies before returning;

destructive, because when cherries get ripe

their food consists principally of them. Tlie

Cedar Bird arrives from the south in flocks

about the middle of March. Near the middle

of May, immediately after mating, the nest is

built. This is i^laced on a horizontal limb

from twenty to thirty feet from the ground,

and is composed of dried grass and weeds, and

is lined with fine roots, pine needles, etc. It is

deeply hollowed, and contains four to five eggs

of a light bluish color with a slight purple

tinge, marked more or less with blotches and

spots of black and more obscure lines of

Ijurplish-brown. The measurement is 7-8 in.

by 19-30 in. About tlie first of September

these birds gather in flocks of fifty to seventy-

five individuals. At this time they live on the

berries of the mountain ash. As the last of

this month expires they leave for the south.

152. Purple Martin. Rare.

153. Cliff Swallow. Rare.

154. Barn Swallow. Common; breeds. The
nest is placed under the eaves of a barn. It is

composed of mud and is lined with feathers or

fine straw, and contains four eggs, sometimes

five. They are of a creamy white color spotted

with two shades of brown, nrostly at the larger

end. The measurement is usually .76 by .56.

Two broods are sometimes reared in one

season.

155. White-bellied Swallow. Common.
Bi'eeds. Builds its nest in stone walls and

Martin boxes. The eggs are pure wliite in

color and measure 3-4 in. by 17-32 in.

157. Bank Swallow. Common. Excavates

a hole in a sand bank after the manner of the

Kingfisher, and builds its nest at the end of it.

Its food consists of insects, of which it destroys

great numbers.

161. Scarlet Tanager. Has been quite rare

up to the year of 1888, when I found them to

be quite common in the woods. Although I

have searched many times for their nest I have

not been able to iind one. The song of this

bird is much like that of the Robin, only not

as loud. Perched on the top of a tall tree, the

male will sing for some time, and then dart off

on its useful mission of destroying insects.
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168. Purple Finch or Linnet. Common in

the spring and fall but does not breed.

181. American Goldfinch or Thistlebird.

Common. Seems to desire the companionship

of man rather than the country, although it

is occasionally found there. These birds make
their arrival from the south about the last of

March, anil do not commence building until

June. The nest is placed in a maple tree or

willow bush, and is composed of thistledown

and horse hair. It is deeply hollowed; the

measurement of nest is 1 1-4 in. in width by

1 8-4 in. in depth. The nest is also very neat

and compact. The eggs, usually four in num-
ber, are of a beautiful bluish-white color, and

measnre 82-48 in. by 1-2 in. As the middle of

October draws near these birds congregate in

immense flocks (at this time they live on

seeds) and depart for the south.

211. Chipping Sparrow. Common. Arrives

from the south March 22d, or later, in small de-

tached flocks. About the middle of May or a

little later these birds begin nest building. This

is placed in a crotch at the end of a limb of an

apple tree, or in a small pine or evergreen. It

is deeply hollowed and is very frail, often

blowing down and spilling its contents. It is

composed mostly of small grass and horse

hair and is lined with horse hair. The eggs,

usually four in number, sometimes three, are of

a light green color spotted and scrawled with

black and obscure brown. The measurement
of the egg is usually 14-1(5 in. by 1-2 in. Two
broods are usually reared in one season. This

little bird is one of the many victims of the

Cow Bunting or Cowbird. As winter approaches

some of these birds go south, but the majority

of them stay with us the entire winter. At
this time their food consists of seeds whicli

they find on the snow and pick off the woods.

281. Song Sparrow. Common. Breeds.

This little songster is one of the earliest to

arrive and latest to dejjart. It arrives about

the last of March. The nest is jjlaced in a

small bush or on the ground. It is composed
of dried grass and is lined with horse hair.

The eggs, four to five in number, are of a

bluish-white color spotted anil blotched with

reddish-brown, thickest at the lai'ger end.

Tills bird leaves for the south about the last

of October.

E. S. English Sparrow. Don't mention him.

287. Chewink. Common. Found in the

thick brush and margins of the woods.

285. Fox-colored SijaiTOw. Quite rare,

found in the brush lots.

242. Cardinal Grosbeak. Rare. I have

only seen one of these birds. They seldom

come so far north as this.

244. Rose-breasted Grosbeak. Rare. But

two of these birds have come under my ob-

servation; those I shot and mounted.

248. Indigo Bunting. Common in the sum-

mer. Found along the country road.

275. Bobolink. Common. Stays here just

long enough to breed.

2.58. Cow Bunting or Cowbii'd. This lazy

little tyrant is very common, making its arrival

from the south about the middle of March.

Too lazy to build itself a nest the female de-

posits her eggs in the nests of other birds, the

princii^al victims of which are the Bluebird,

Yellow Bird, Yellow Warbler and Chipping

Sparrow. I have found as many as three eggs

in one nest. As soon as the egg or eggs are

hatched the ground bird wriggles and twists

till it throws the other birds out. I remember
once seeing a little Yellow Warbler feeding

a Cowbird which was full grown. The meas-

urement of their eggs is about 7-8 in. by 5-8 in.

As the last of October draws near the yoinig

and old birds assemble in large fiocks and

leave for the south.

2(U. Swamp Blackbird. Common. This

bird is one of the earliest to arrive on its north-

ern migration, making its appearance about

the middle of March. It arrives in large flocks,

the males preceding the females a week or

more. The nest is built in a small bush or

hung from two or three cattail stalks. It is

composed of dried grass and weeds, and is

lined with fine roots. It is deeply hollowed.

The eggs, usually four in number, are of a

light blue color, blotched and scrawled with

dark brown and obscure spots of black. The
measurements of a set of four are 1 in. by

11-18 in., 85-8(3 in. by 28-36 in., 35-36 in. by

22-36 in., and 1 in. by 28-36 in. These birds

love the society of each other and breed in

communities. I have found as many as twelve

nests in a space of less than half an acre. Two
broods are often reared in a season.

263. Meadow Lark. Common. Breeds.

Arrives here from the south about the first

week in April. The flight is regular with

short intervals of soaring. The nest is placed

on the ground under a tussock of grass, and

has a canopy built over it, leaving just room

enough to enter. The eggs are four in

number. Mr. Samuels says, " Their color is

generally nearly pure white, sometimes

reddish-white with fine spots of reddish-

brown diffused over the entire surface of some
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specimens, in others thinly scattered spots and

blotches of two or three shades of brown and

lilac." One brood only is reared in one season.

The stomach of one of these birds which I

opened contained a great qnantity of small

bugs.

271. Baltimore Oriole. Common. Breeds.

Is a late arrival, making its appearance abont

the sixth of May, sometimes later. This

beantiful bird seems to desire the society of

mankind, and its nest may be found swinging

high above his head in the maple, elm and

willow trees. It is a very ingenious bird, and

takes great care in constructing its nest, which

is composed of strings and rags, and is lined

with horse hair. Tlie eggs, four to five in num-

ber, are of a bluisii tinge blotched and scrawled

with lavender and different shades of brown.

This bird departs about August 30th.

278. Purple Grackle or Crow Blackbird.

Common. Arrives in large flocks about the

middle of March. About the last of April

nest building commences. This is placed in a

pine or evergreen tree. It is rudely composed

of dried grass, strings and rags, and is lined

with fine roots. The dimensions of the nest

are 3 3-4 in. wide and 3 3-4 deep. The eggs,

usually four or five in number, are of a light

blue color spotted and scrawled with dark

brown and obscure lines and spots of different

shades of brown. As the first week in October

draws near these birds congregate in immense

flocks and leave for the south, sometimes in

in company with Redwing Blackbirds.

282. Common Crow. Common. Some of

them stay with us the entire year but the ma-

jority migrate. They inhabit the dense woods

and build about the first of May. The nest is

placed on a horizontal limb, but generally in

the crotch of a pine or spruce tree. I have

found them as near the ground as fifteen or

twenty feet. The eggs are usually four in

number; their color is a light green covered

with blotches and spots of different shades of

brown. They vary greatly in size; a set of

four in my collection measure 1 5-8 in. by 1 1-8

in., 1 3-4 in. by 1 1-8 in., 1 3-4 in. by 1 1-8 in.,

1 5-S in. by 1 1-8 in. The food of these birds

consists of larvai, small young birds and eggs.

During the winter the pangs of hunger press

them to the outskirts of the towns and villages.

289. Blue Jay. Common. They are found

in the wooded districts. Their fiight is regu-

lar and they stay with us the entire winter,

living on acorns which tliey have stored away
for winter use.

304. Kingbird or Bee Martin. Common.
Breeds. The food of this bird consists of

insects and great numbers of bees. The nest

is usually built near some telegraph or tele-

phone line where the birds sit and watch for

their prey. It is composed of wool, weeds and

small roots, and is lined with small roots. The
eggs, usually four in number, are yellowish-

white with a rosy tinge, and are spotted and

blotched with light brown. This bird arrives

from the south about the first week in May, and

departs about the last of September. They are

very pugnacious and soon drive away any hawk
or Crow that comes near.

312. Great-crested Flycatcher. Common.
Found in the wooded districts.

315. Phoebe. Common. Arrives in pairs

or singly about the first of April and lives on

bugs and insects. About the thii-d week in

April nest building commences. The nest is

very compact and deeply hollowed, being

placed under the eaves of a barn or house, in a

shed, under bridges or culverts, etc. It is com-

posed of moss and mud, being lined with

horse iiair, small, dried grass and otliei- soft

materials. The eggs are usually four in num-

ber, and are of a pure white color, some of

them being spotted with light brown, mostly

at the larger end. The eggs commonly meas-

ure 3-4 in. by 4-1(5 in.

320. Wood Pewee. Common. Found both

in the dense woods and arcnind the shade tree

in the villages. Tlie nest is placed on a dead,

horizontal limb, and is composed of stringy

lichens and fine grasses, wound on with cob-

webs. It is lined with stringy lichens. Mr.

Samuels, in his Birds of Nc^w Enyland and

Adjacent States says, "The eggs are generally

four in number. They are very beautiful,

being of a delicate cream color with blotches

and spots of lilac and brown around the larger

end. There are two shades of brown, one

obscure, the other decided, even a lavender.

Tiie eggs are generally oval in shape and

but little larger at one end than at the otlier.

Length from .72 to .78 in., breadth from .54 to

.56 in. But one brood is reared in the season

in New England. The jjeriod of incubation is

fourteen days."

335. Iluby-throated Hummer. Common.
Found around the marshy and swampy ])laces.

One nest which I found was placed on a hori-

zontal limb of a small maple in the woods. It

is composed of downy substances and is cov-

ered with bits of lichens wound on with

cobwebs. It is deeply hollowed. Tlie meas-

urement of the nest is 7-8 in. wide, 5-8 in.
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deep. The eggs are two in number. Tlie

measurement of one in my collection is 1-2 in,

by 5-IG in. Tlie weight of a Ruby-throat's

body after it is skinned is 25 grains.

351. Cliimney Swift. Common. Breeds.

Arrives here from tlie south in flocks. They
are a peculiar bird and light only in chimneys.

The manner of getting materials for building

is as follows: They fly along until they get to

a tree with a dead top, when they grab a twig

and wrench and twist until they break it off.

This is conveyed to some chimney that is not

used, and is glued to the bricks with a glutln-

ized substance which they make. The eggs,

usually four in number, are of a pure white

color, and usually measure 25-36 in. by 1-2 in.

354. Whip-poor-will. Not rare.

357. Night Hawk. Common. Their food

con.sists of small bugs.

3()0. Hairy Woodpecker. Common. Stays

with us the entire winter, and lives on larvas.

361. Downy Woodpecker. Common. Breeds.

Does not migrate, nests in a hole which it

excavates in a dead tree.

371. Pileated Woodpecker. Very rare, but

two of these birds having come under my ob-

servations. These were shot by farmers.

375. Red-headed Woodpecker. Not com-

mon. Breeds. Excavates a hole in a decayed

tree and lays its five glossy, white eggs on the

chips it has made. The measurements of a

set of five eggs now before me are 1 in. by

23-36 in., 1 in. by 11-42 in., 1 in. by 23-36 in.,

1 in. by 23-.36 in., 1 1-6 in. by 3-4 in.

378. Yellow-shafted Flicker. Common.
Arrives here about the fifteenth of March. Its

nest is built after the manner of the otlier

Woodpeckers in a dead tree. About the last of

May the female commences laying. The usual

number of eggs are seven. They are of a clear,

glossy, white color. A set of seven in my col-

lection measures 1 1-8 in. by 7-8 in., 1 1-8 in.

by 7-8 in„ 1 5-36 in. by 7-8 in., 1 1-8 in. by 7-8

in, 1 1-8 in. by 7-8 in., 1 1-8 in. by 7-8 in,

1 1-8 in. by 7-8 in. The food of these birds

consists of larvae. As the middle of October

draws near these birds get ready to depart.

At this time they may be found in the fields

and orchards living on bugs and wild cherries.

About the middle of October they leave for

the south.

382. Belted Kingfisher. Common. Arrives

on its northern migration about the second

week in April and departs about the last of

October. The nest is placed in a sand bank at

the end of an excavation which is often five

feet in length. The eggs are usually seven in

number, and are pure white in color with a

rosy tinge. The measurement of a set of seven

is: 1 3-8 in. by 1 1-36 in., 1 3-8 in. by 1 1-36 in.,

13-8 in. by 1 in., 1 11-36 in. by 1 1-16 in.,

1 11-36 in. by 1 1-16 in., 1 11-36 in. by 1 1-16 in.,

I 11-36 in. by 1 1-16. The food of this bird

consists of small frogs and fish which they

kill by batting them from side to side on a

limb and then swallow them whole.

387. Yellow- billed Cuckoo. Common.
Breeds.

388. Black-billed Cuckoo. Rare.

397. Barred Owl. Not common.
4)5. Great Horned Owl. Not rare. Breeds.

This bird likes the dense woods and under-

brush. A friend, .J. J. Loveless of Smithboro,

N. Y., told me that he was coming home from

butchering one evening when he noticed one

of these owls fiying along over the tree-tops of

the woods. It would have passed over him
but seeing Mr. L. he turned and charged on

him. His first thought was to catch the owl

if he came again, but remembei-ing the scar

on his leg which was caused by one of these

birds several years ago he quickly changed

his mind and began searching for a club. All

this time Mr. Owl kept charging, which made
Mr. Loveless hustle to avoid a collision. Fin-

ally after making five or six unsuccessful dives

the owl went off as if it were a common occur-

rence to catch a man every day for supper.

He supposes the bird smelt the blood on his

hands,

402, Little Screech Owl, Common in the

winter. Lives on mice and small birds, and

farmer once told me that he caught one in h

dove-cot which had killed a dove and eaten its

head off.

417. Pigeon Hawk. Not rare. Breeds.

Lives on small birds, snakes and field mice.

420. Sparrow Hawk. Quite rare. Breeds.

Builds in a natural cavity in a tree. I had the

good luck last year to find a nest. It was

about twenty feet from the ground and con-

tained five young. I took them for pets.

There were three males and two females. The

food of this species consists of grasshoppers,

small birds and field mice.

425, Osprey or Fish Hawk. One of these

birds usually stays around here every summer.

436. Red-tailed Hawk. This bird is the

commonest of the Hawks. Its food consists

of red squirrels, small birds and great quan-

tities of grasshoppers, occasionally a hen or

chicken. Breeds.

I
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439. Ked-sliouldered Hawk. Rare. Breeds.

451. Bald Eagle. Not rare. While out

hunting ducks last winter I wounded a Whistle-

wing, and after chasing him around a while

he took to the old device of diving and stick-

ing just the end of his bill out of the water.

I soon lost trace of him and went on but hap-

pened to look back and saw an eagle trying to

catch my duck. I ran back hoping to get a

sliot, but as soon as the eagle saw me he flew

away. I saw tliree more that year, two of

them at one time.

459. Turkey Buzzard. Rare. But one of

these has come under my observation; tliat

was shot about five miles south of here.

460. Mourning Dove. Not rare. Breeds.

473. Ruffed Grouse. Common. Breeds.

Affords fine sport for liuuters. Lives in tlie

woods and underbrush. Builds on tlie ground

and lays nine to twelve eggs. Tliey do not

migrate but subsist on bugs during the winter.

480. American Quail. Common. Breeds.

Seems to prefer the fields and inarsliy places

for its nest. Lives on grain, etc. Are very

fine eating.

487. Great Blue Heron. One or two are

usually shot every year. Found along the

rivers and creeks; lives on small fish and frogs.

494. Little Green Heron. Common. Found

along the river banks and creeks; lives on

dragon flies, small fish, etc. Breeds. Builds

in trees. The nest is composed entirely of

twigs and is lined with a few dried leaves. A
set of four taken by me measure 1 1-2 in. by

1 1-8 in., 1 1-2 in. by 1 1-8 in., 1 1-2 in. by

1 3-10 in., 1 5-8 in. by 1 3-10 in. Their color is

a sky blue; they are very coarse and rough

looking.

497. American Bittern. Very rare. One

was brought to me to mount. This is the

only one that has been seen in these parts.

510. Killdeer Plover. Rare. But one of

these birds has come under my observation.

525. American Woodcock. Common.
Breeds. Gives the hunter great pleasure.

520. Wilson's Snipe. Found during the

spring migration around the wet and swampy
places. Arrives here in small detached flocks.

557. Spotted Sandpiper. Common. Breeds.

Lives on small bugs, lamprey eels and worms.

Builds on the gi'ound under a stone or tussock

of grass. The eggs are a "yellowish-drab

color spotted and blotched with umber and

sienna." The usual measurement is 1 2-8 in.

by 7-8 in.

580. American Coot. One of these birds

is seen nearly every spring.

594. Canada Goose. Occasionally stops a

day or two on its migration.

602. Black Mallard. Occasionally found in

the spring in the ponds and standing pools

from overflows.

012. Green-winged Teal. Rare. One was
shot here a time ago, only one ever seen around

here.

013. Wood Duck. Rare.

614. Big Black Head. Not common. Found
in the spring and fall in puiva or small flocks

of three to five.

620. Whistle-wing Duck. Common. This

duck is one of the most common of the ducks

which inhabit this part of the counrry. It may
be found in the spring, fall and winter on our

Susquehanna river. It is called Whistle-wing

because after attaining the height of about

fifteen feet its wings make a whistling sound,

which may be heard for fully a quarter of a

mile. When slightly wounded this duck dives

and sticks just the end of its bill out of water.

They are expert swimmers, divers and fliers.

Their food consists of small fish and mussels.

Out of the crop of a full-grown male I counted

sixty-one small shells and three pebbles. The
full-grown males are very beautiful, their head

being of a glossy green, with a white puffy

spot at the root of the bill. Their weight is

from two pounds to two pounds and a half.

They are fair eating.

021. Butter Ball. This little duck is not rnie

but may be found in small flocks of tlirei^

to six. It is very tame until after it has been

shot at a number of times. Makes fine eating.

023. Old Wife or South Southerly. Com-

mon. Comes up the Susquehanna in the

spring and fall in flocks of fifteen to thirty.

They are expert swimmers, divers and fliers.

Living on small fish. Like numbers of othei'

ducks when wounded it dives and puts just

the end of the bill out of water. They are

very tame but are not good eating. Out of

the crop of one of these birds I took 52 small

pike, most of them an inch long, and six or

seven two inches long. A full-grown male

often weighs two pounds. The favorite days

for these ducks are when it is cold and the

wind is blowing just after rain.

038. Hooded Merganser. Rare. Seldom seen.

731. Red-throated Grebe. Common. Found

in pairs and singly; like the preceding species

it dives at the flash of a gun and also lives on

fish and they have the habit of eating their

own feathers.

732. Eared Grebe or Hell Diver. Common.
Does not breed. Found here during the
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spiinjr, fall and winter. It is an expert .swim-

mer and diver, hut is very ;i\vk\vard on land,

and seldom takes to it. Like nnmbers of

other divers it can dodge at the flash of a gun.

The food of this si)eeies consists of fish and

they also eat tlieir own feathers.

7()(). (Jreat Northern Diver or Loon. Xot

rare, oocasionally seen dnring the spring and

fall ; is an expert diver and swimmer.

Ahlfii Laring.
OvvCRo, X.Y.

Summer Birds of Sudbury, Ontario.

ISndbury, Ont., Canada, is a tlourishing min-

ing and lumber village, situated at the junction

of the main line and the Sault St. Mary branch

of the Canadian Paeitic railroad, about sixty

miles nortli of (Jeorgian i.ay and eighty miles

nortii-west of Algoma. The entire surround-

ing country is hilly; these hills, despite their

rocky nature, being clothed with pine forests,

large tracts of which were burned out a few

years ago, and thickly interspersed with those

quiet little lakes so abundant in western Can-

ada. The region is exceedingly wild and

weird, (piite uninhabited, except for some

mining and luml)er camps, which have located

there only within the past decade.

During the summer of 1S8J, the writer had

occasion to spend ten weeks at Sndbury, and

as a result of almost daily tramps collected

the following ol)servations on the avifauna of

the district. Tlie list comprises some seventy-

eight si)ecies, and while of course quite

incomplete is as correct as the period of ob-

servations would permit. Nearly every bird

mentioned in the list undoubtedly breeds at

.Sudbury; nevertheless, only those actually

observed engaged in nidification are so noted.

A.O.U. NO.

0. Pied-billed Grebe. Tolerably ccnnmon.

Shot a well developed young $ on August 5tli.

7. Common Loon, Common. Breeds. Set

of fresh eggs taken July fith.

51a. American Herring Gull. Occasional.

J2!). American Merganser. Common. Breeds.

The young of this and the next species are

well developed by the end of July.

1:51. Hooded Merganser. Tolerably com-

mon. Breeds.

i:l:5. Black Duck. Black Mallard. Abun-

dant. Breeds.

144. Wood Duck. Occasional.

l.")l. G(dden-eye Duck. Occasional or rare.

Breeds. Witli largo, downy y(unig on Jidy 18th.

1."):!. Butter-ball Duck. Occasional. Breeds.

lUO. American Bittern. Tolerably common.

221. American Coot. Occasional. Breeds.

2()o. Spotted Sandpiper. Tolerably com-

mon. Breeds. Fresh clutch of eggs taken

July 1st.

298. Spruce Grouse. Occasional.

:]()n. Ruffed Grouse. Abundant. Breeds.

8;}2. Sharp-shinned Hawk. Occasional.

Breeds.

;W3. Cooper's Hawk. Occasional. Breeds.

::'>.")2. Bald Eagle. Occasi(mal. Breeds. With

well developed young on July 18th.

oGO. Sparrow Hawk. Common. Breeds.

nn4. Fish Hawk. Occasional. Breeds.

July 12th a pair had young nearly developed.

870. Great Gray Owl. One taken in the

fall, 1S81).

:,iy> Screech Owl. Occasional.

875. Great Horned Owl. Tolerably com-

mon.

;^>87or88S. Cuckoo (species undetermined).

Occasional.

89(t. Belted Kingfisher. Abundant. Breeds.

808. Hairy AVoodpecker. Tolerably com-

mon. Breeds.

894. Downy Woodpecker. Common. Breeds.

402. Yellow-bellied Woodpecker. Tolerably

common.
405. Pileated Woodpecker. Occasional.

Said to be tolerably common during winter.

412. Golden-shafted Flicker. Common.

Breeds.

417, Whip-poor-will. Tolerably common.

420. Night Hawk. Common. Breeds.

428. Chimney Swallow. Common in the

village.

428. Ruby-throated Hummingbird. Saw

one August 9th.

444. Kingbird. Tolerably common.

456. Phcebe. Pewee. Tolerably common.

467. Least Flycatcher. Conmnm.

484. Canada Jay. Tolerably common.

486. Raven. Ctunmon, Breeds.

488. Crow. Common. Breeds.

408. Red-winged Blackbird. T(derably

common.
5116. Crow Blackbird. Common. Breeds.

517. Purple Finch. Saw one J.

529. American (Joldfinch. Common.

540. Bay wing Bunting. Tolerably common.

542a. Savannah Sparrow. Tolerably common.

558. White-throated Sparrow. Abundant.

Breeds.

.560. Chipping Sparrow. Tolerably common.

567. Black Snowbird. Al>undant. Breeds.

581. Song Sparrow. Abundant. Breeds.
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584. Swamp Sparrow. Common. Breeds.

598. Indigo Bird. Occasional.

61.3. Barn Swallow. Common in the village.

614. White-bellied Swallow. Common in

the village.

619. Cedar Bird. Abnndant. Breeds.

624. Red-eyed Vireo. Common. Breeds.

636. Black and White Creeper. Tolerably

common.
645. Xashville Warbler. Common. Breeds.

Fresh eggs, July 5th.

652. Summer Yellow Bird. Common.
654. Black-throated Blue Warbler. Toler-

ably common.
655. Yellow-rumpcd Warbler. Common.
657. Magnolia Warbler. Common. Breeds.

With large young on July 7th.

659. Chestnut-sided Warbler. Common.
667. Black-throated Green Warbler. Tol-

erably common.
674. Golden-crowned Thrush. Tolerably

common. Breeds.

679. Mourning Warbler. Common. Breeds.

Nest with full-fledged young July 8th.

681. Maryland Yellow-throat. Common.
Breeds.

686. Canadian Flycatching Warbler. Tol-

erably common.
687. American Redstart. Tolerably common.

721. House Wren. Tolerably common.

722. Winter Wren. Common. Breeds.

727. White-bellied Nuthatch. Tolerably

common.
728. Red-bellied Nuthatch. Tolerably com-

mon.

735. Black-capped Chickadee. Abundant.

748. Golden-crowned Kinglet. Tolerably

common.
75Sa. Olive-backed Thrush. Tolerably

common. Breeds. Fresh eggs July 4th.

7596. Hermit Thrush. Tolerably common.
761. Robin. C^ommon.

760. Bluebird. Common.
Alvan II. Alben/er.

Ithaca, N.Y., March 10, 1890.

Some Indian Names of the Birds of

Lake Superior Region.

Just returning from a tramp to the Illicilli-

waet glacier in the Selkirk Mountains, I en-

tered the dining room of the Glacier House,

the only hotel at Glacier, B. C. In fact, this

hotel, the railroad station and the little houses

of the Chinese help of the hotel, are the only

buildings in the place.

This entering of the dining room was pri-

marily induced by a desire to appease a hunger
whose existence was justified by the walk up
to the glacier and back; then, on principles, I

never miss a meal when I am at a hotel where
I am morally certain of being obliged to pay
whether I eat or not. It is policy to eat, and
eat heartily, under the pressure of a positively

unavoidable demand to settle your little

account of three dollars ])er day. Then, too,

it makes the landlord feel that you appreciate

the food, and where the table is well supplied,

you yourself may feel that you are getting

your money's worth. Besides, it prevents the

too rapid increase in the number of million-

aire landlords, and in this case tlie landlord

was a soulless corporation, the Canadian
Pacific Railway. Therefore, as my hunger
was like the food, that is, first-class, I did eat,

and found no difficulty, beyond a slight strain

before the giving way of a button brought

relief, in compassing the entire bill of faro.

Before me was a large vase of beautiful wild

flowers, almost all new to me, fresh from the

mountains. They were likewise in front of a

young lady, who had just about reached the

dessert when I began. As I did eat, and
was rapidly overhauling the young lady, I

made a mental summary of her, and as people

will, tried to determine her position in the

scale of humanity. I had not seen her with

anyone, we two were the sole and only board-

ers in the hotel— guests— I should say boarder-

guests. She was travelling alone. She was
slight, short in stature, almost delicate looking,

wore a blue dress, black curly hair and glasses.

A quiet, unobtrusive dignity, a modest un-

assuming appearance. She was talking to the

waiter—waitress more definitely. Her words

were precise, without any pedantic affectation,

and she spoke so sensibly and evinced such indi-

vidualistic traits of mind that I became more
than ordinarily interested. I had seen her in

the morning going out of the hotel as if she

was simply going to walk on the i)laiik plat-

form, and without giving much thought to it

had i>ut her down as a traveller doing the

Canadian Pacific Railway, seeing what she

could from the car winilows and the piazzas of

the hotels, but not as one liable to go outside

of the beaten track of the tourists. Of the

schoolmarm species,I thought, perhaps a "blue-

stocking." Now what was I to think of her? I

soon made up my mind that my judgment

was at fault. What fier judgment of me was

I know not, but my appearance would have

justified her in calling the clerk to eject me.
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When I heard her say that she had walked ten

miU's that forenoon I mustered up courage

enough to speak, not in opposition to her

statement, but it was a good opportunity to

speak, waiving entirely the formality of an

introduction. The situation did not demand
the usual form, so we chatted. The bouquet of

flowers before her she had gathered that

morning in her tramp. She was an enthusias-

tic botanist. "You wouldn't think," she said,

"from my tramp of ten miles this forenoon

that I had just recovered from a severe attack

of pneumonia." That circumstance I ad-

mitted hardly put her in the ranks of invalids.

I found her a charming conversationalist, a

keen, discriminating observer not only in the

realm of botany, but in all tlie physical features

of mountain scenery and in all forms of life. As
I had just been shooting birds and collecting

butterflies we had common ground for conver-

sation and exchange of ideas. She could

tell one bird from another, and not content

with simply being aware that there was a con-

crete thing called "bird" under her eye, she

observed it with critical eye, noting its form,

its colors, its characteristic movements, its

peculiar song, and she could whistle and imi-

tate the notes of birds admirably. She was vis-

iting the Rockies, going through to the Pacific

and then up to Alaska. This was not her first

trip across the continent, having crossed once

before over the same line of the Canadian

Pacific Railway. Her home was New York.

She had just come from Banf, wlierc, taking

another lady as a companion, she had gone

with a guide to Devil's Lake; had trolled for

and caught the lake trout, one being seven

pounds in weight; and had slept over niglit in

an old camp or hut, the guide sleeping on the

beach. A bear came around in the night but

he did not molest the campers, and his tracks

were discovered next morning.

Stopping at Donald, which place I had just

left, she entered into conversation with some
of the old inhabitants about the birds, asking

them what birds were found there. "Oh ! there

are no birds about here," "this is not the

place for birds," " only a Robin or two and a

Bluebird are found here." At the same instant

her critical ear was distinguishing the notes of

a dozen different species. All birds to them
were Robins, Bluebirds, or "Chippers." They
were not cognizant of any difference in the

songs, if in fact, they heard the songs.

My new found acquaintance was unique.

She not only was observing bird life minutely

but she was going to liave her guide shoot

some specimens and she was to essay the

task of skinning and making up the skins,

although she had never tried it, but had
merely been shown how. This speaks volumes

for her determination and confidence. A copy

of Coues' Key was in her possession. She

was not a trained ornithologist but a careful

observer. A year or two ago she had made a

trip to the Xepigon region, to the north of

Lake Superior, and had there taken an Indian

squaw as a companion— a sort of chaperone—
and with a young Indian as canoeman and

guide, had camped on the shores of the Nepi-

gon, and with fiy rod had caught trout. A
four-pounder was her greatest trophy, and she

landed him unaided. This made me, a fol-

lower of Isaac Walton, feel that I had met a

companion indeed, one who had been very

close and intimate with nature. She had plied

the Indians with all sorts of questions, es-

pecially in regard to bird life and the names
of birds. The young man, her guide, was
very intelligent, and was educated, having

studied in one of the colleges established by

the Jesuits. He was " up" in Latin and was

able to give reliable information.

A Jesuit missionary, one of those patient,

zealous workers among the Indians, seen so

often in Canada had given her much in regard

to the Indian names of birds, assuring cor-

rect orthography and correct jironunciation.

The subjoined list gives a few of the names

with meaning, which she was kind enough to

write out for me. It will be noticed that

the name fits perfectly, either as a description

of the bird's habits or as giving the individual

note or song characteristics or some peculiar

feature of form. She had practised under the

tutelage of the Indians the proper pronunci-

ation of the names, and herein in the soft

Indian tongue lies the chief charm of the

names.

I was speaking to some of the hotel atten-

dants, asking if the Canadian Jay or Moose

bird, was found about Glacier. The guide and

others did not know it. My lady friend suggested

that I use the name Whiskey Jack. I did so

and the guide knew at once. The name
given to the Moose bird and the reputation he

has and the disrepute he has fallen into

among campers, the Indians of Lake Superior

say are not justified by facts. He is called an

intruder, a thief, a villain, a meddler. Not so;

long before man came, the Moose bird was

here, these forests were /;/.s home, he lived in

peace undisturbed. Then came man, the in-

truder, with no right to disturb him in his
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home. And now when he comes around camp
he is only asserting liis riiiiits to move as lie

pleases, and if necessary laying a simple tax

on the intruding man. He is not to be de-

prived of his own by man or frightened away.

The woods and all they contain were his long

before man came with his arrogating assump-
tions.

Now, who is the intruder? Notice the fit-

ness of the names below.

Cedar Bird, ''the bird that is chief.''' Gravity,

sedateness, quietness, occupying witliout

attention or noisy display the uppermost places.

The attributes of a chief are his.

Then .Sandpijjer, "Ae loho diucJIs on the hcach^'"

a dweller there, not a visitor.

Whiskey Jack, Gwinf/imslii, following people

to thieve.

Gull, Giajoxk, being white.

Crow, Aundilc or Andiq, being black.

Great Gray Owl, Ko-ko-kn-o.

White-headed Eagle, Mijise or Mnjczr,

rapacious.

Loon, MdiUKj.

Fort William Indians, large; Nepigon In-

dians, brave hearted.

White-throated Sparrow, Kekek,— name
given by Fort William, Lake Superior Indians.

l)ah-je-b((, name given by Nepigon River

Indians.

Robin, Kiiuishqua,— imitation of bird's cry.

Osprey or large Fish Hawk,— Bid-jc-iji-

kwaue,— bring fish to feed her little ones.

Shrike or liutcher bird, Gi-bo-nan-si,— which
puts itself across the way of other birds.

Sandpipei', Chit-ioae,— wliich dwells on the

beach.

Fish Duck, Au-sir/,— bristled crest.

Large Woodpecker or Black Cock, Mrme.
Cedar bird, 0-(ji-ma i)l-mi-slii,— the bird

that is chi(!f.

Kingiisher, O-r/ush-ke-mu-ni-fihi,—cut up to

a point (in allusion to his head crest).

Small Screech Owl, Wa-je-ko-ne.si,— white-

billed.

liluebird, Ja-riu'-nok,— coming from the

south, (Fort William Indians). The Nepigon
Indians give another name.

Chickadee, fr('-J(--ge-je-(/)L-iiali-s/ii,—imitation

of its song. n. K. n.

Nesting of the Yellow-bellied Sap-

sucker.

This handsome Woodpecker is of common
occurrence throughout temperate North

America, east of the plains, where it is re-

placed by its varieties, the Red-breasted {Sph(/-

rapicus varius ruber) and Red-naped Wood-
peckers (Sp/njrapicas varius nuchalis). It,

however, picfers its northern range in which
to breed, and in favored localities it is one of

the characteristic summer birds.

This species {Sphyrapicus varius) was very

abundant during the migrations at Minneapo-

lis, Minn., l)ut very few remained to breed,

owing no doubt to the small timber in the

vicinity. Lake Minnetonka, fifteen miles from
Minneapolis, however, is situated in what is

known as the "big woods," and this has

always been a favorite resort for the Yellow-

bellied Sapsucker. It was my good fortune

to spend the summer of ISSS at this beau-

tiful lake, and excellent opportunities were

offered to observe their nesting habits.

By May loth the woods were teeming wiHi

bird life, as it was the height f)f their migra-

tions. Gay little Warblers were by far the

most numerous, and such rai'e species as Ten-

nessee {ITf'liriiiii/inpJi.ii</a peref/rina), Cape May
(l^crissof/loss:! tii/riiia), Bay -breasted (Dendro-

ica castanea) were abundant. Even the Even-

ing Grosbeaks {Hespcriphmia vespertina) liad

not left yet, and their noisy notes could be

heard in many directions. Tlie Yellow-bellied

Sapsuckers were constantly in sight, at times

sitting on the top branches of the tallest trees

ready to snap up the lirst insect that showed
itself. They are expei-t flycatchers and live

in a great measure on them. Others were

seen flying from tree to tree in their ])eculiar

undulating (light. They are a very odd bird

and will bear any amount of watching. Their

actions at times are most comical. They have

a habit of lighting on the trunk of a tree, and

remaining in the same stupid position for a

(piarter of an hour or more at a time as if in

deep meditation. At such times they will suf-

fer themselves to be closely approached, and

then they seem to wake up anil appear greatly

startled. Tlien they immediately dart around

on the opposite side of the tree, and as yon

walk around it they will endeavor to keep the

tree between you and themselves, at the sanu;

time creeping to the top branches, where they

will sometimes lie flat on a limb like a squirrel

and in that position they are not readily

observed.

At this point the birds were mated and were

always together. On May l(5th 1 found a- pair

busily engaged in excavating a hole in a dead

bass wood stump about thirty feet high. They
had commenced to dig at a point about two
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feet from tlie top of tlic stump, and at about

tlie same distance still further down were two

more old holes, probably last years nesting

sites. They had evidentlj^ finished work on

the first hole, and the next day they immedi-

ately began to dig another hole about a foot

below tlie first one. This they completed in

two days as the wood was very soft.

I visited the place several times daily, and

sometimes I found the birds in one hole and

sometimes in the other — the male as often as

the female. Things were getting rather

mixed, and to add to my consternation I dis-

covered a new hole being excavated on the

opposite side of the stump. In this case I

always observed it was only the male that was

at work, but I could not tell in what hole the

female was laying. I thought, however,

it was in the lower one, so on May 20th I

opened it only to find it empty. I now felt

satisfied that the nest was in the upper one,

and two days afterwards (the22d) I tore open

this nest and as I reached down I felt eggs.

What a delightful sensation there is about it!

I brought them out one at a time until I

had a nice set of five. I reached in again for

luck and under the soft chii)s I found another

— six. In I went again, one more— seven.

This was all, for I removed the cdiips until

they would not cover a Hummingbird's egg.

They were perfectly fresh as I could see the

yellow yolk through the glossy shell.

In considering the matter I found that in

order to lay one egg each day they must have

begun on the lOth, the day they finished dig-

ging, unless they laid more than one a day.

Both the Florida Gallinule and the Sora Rail

lay more than one egg a day to my certain

knowledge, but whether the Woodpecker did

(u- not I am of course unable to say.

Just as I started uj) tlie stump, the male bird,

who was on the eggs, fiew to a neighboring

tree and set up a plaintive cry like Ki-i Ki-i

shrill and drawn out. When I came down the

birds fiew immediately to the ragged hole

where their nest was, and first one bird

would take a peep in a dazed sort of way, then

the other; finally the male mustered up
courage enough to venture inside, but soon

came out, and after a short consultation both

fiew olT.

It was a matter of wonder to me how the

birds could enter a hole so small as they did.

The entrance to this nest was by measurement
but an inch and three-eighths in diameter, and
to my eye perfectly circular. It went straight

in for a distance of about two inches and then

turned abruptly down and gradually assumed a

pear shaped form, wide and spacious at the

bottom with a fioor of soft chijis.

In the meantime I had located another pair

building in an iron wood stump. I profited by

my first experience and traced the nesting

tree by the chips scattered about. The stump
was about fifteen feet high, and leaned at an

angle of about forty-five degrees. The nest

was within a foot of the top and on the

underside.

On May 28th I opened this nest. I first cut

a suitable tree with a good crotch at the end,

and this I placed firmly against a tree and

ascended without difficulty. But to open the

nest was quite another thing for the wood was
dense and solid and thoroughly seasoned. My
dull hatchet would hardly make a mark on it,

and what was worse, every time I struck the

stump it would shake and vibrate so that

there was danger of the eggs being broken.

I finally succeeded in reaching the eggs, by

"chewing" off the top of the stub by keep-

ing doggedly at it with the old relic that had

served as a wire cutter and coal chisel among
other things.

The nest contained a set of five slightly

incubated eggs, and whole much to my surprise,

as when I was making the opening a great

many large chips fell in.

My nexr was found June 3d, at a height of

about fifty feet in the dead top of a large

Maple. This nest was also discovered by the

presence of chips from the nest. It contained

five fresh eggs.

On June 23d, as I chanced to pass the stub I

had secured my set of seven from I saw a

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker fiy from the same

hole that the previous set had been found in.

Upon an examination I found another set of

four incubated eggs, and what is more I found

a small runt egg in the hole on the opposite

side of the tree. The runt egg was about the

size of a Phoebe's and contained no yolk.

The birds seem to prefer the society of man
rather than the seclusion of the woods, as

all the nests found were within a hundred yards

of a large hotel, where trains and steamboats

were moving about.

The eggs are very small for tUe size of the

bird, barely exceeding in size those of the

Hairy Woodpecker, but are quite different in

shape, being more of a true ovate, and con-

trary to ijreviously published accounts, those

eggs collected by myself are very glossy.

I must not forget to mention a peculiar

trait the birds have of lighting on telegraph
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poles and pounding on the wire as it passes

over the glass insulation. The result is a loud

singing sound that can be heard a long dis-

tance. While the wire is vibrating they will

stretch out their necks or cock their lieads to

one side as if enjoying the sound hugely.

Sometimes several will be scattered along the

line "telegraphing" to each other. Any
resonant body will be selected on which to

" drum " as it is called, such as loose shingles

and tin coinices of houses, or hollow limbs

of ti-ees. I once saw one go so far as to light

in the stack of an old locomotive and sound

the key note of that. Geo. G. Cantwell.

Lake Mills, Wis.

Further Notes on the Cowbird, with

Remarks on the Nesting of the

Prothonotary Warbler at

Quincy, Illinois.

Until the season of 1S89 I had not been

aware that the Cowbird (3Iolothrns ater), ex-

cept on rare occasions, laid its eggs in Wood-
peckers' nests or similar cavities used as

nesting sites.

During a two weeks' collecting trip to Lima
Lake in May, 1889, while searching for Warblers'

nests, and in particular those of Protonotaria

citrea. I found, out of some seventy or more
nests of this species examined, that no less

than eleven nests contained the egg or eggs of

this parasite.

While usually these nests were in holes

more or less enlarged and not deei>, I noted

on two or three occasions that, while tlie Cow-
bird's eggs were in the nest the cavity was just

large enough to permit the Warbler to enter

and apparently too small for the Cowbird. It

is also chai'acteristic of this Warbler to re-

main close about the nest at all times to avoid

being deprived of their home by some neigh-

boring pair, for there are more birds than

nesting places in the localities searched.

On several t)ccasions a hole would contain

a nest and frcsli eggs with still another nest

built on top of it, also ct)ntaining eggs, thus

showing that some pair liad driven off the lirst

occupants. Several of these two-story nests

which I brought home with me got somewhat
crushed in packing, and the eggs were found

broken within tliem.

Still another nest was found, in which two
females had laid, contained nine eggs wliich

were of two different typos and piled up on

top of each other. Both females were near

and they appeared quarrelsome during the

time I watched them.

On this trip I found one nest of the Ken-

tucky Warbler containing but a single Cow-
bird's egg which the female was patiently

incubating. (There was one chipped egg of

the Warbler on the ground near the nest.) I

passed the nest daily for a week, each time

flushing the female at close quarters, and

Anally I destroyed the egg, which was then

nearly hatched, and took the nest. Another

remarkable instance was reported to me by my
friend George L. Toppan, Esq. of Chicago,

Illinois. In this case the Cowbird had

deposited its egg in the nest of a Cliff Swallow.

Otho C. Poling.
Fort Huacliuca, Arizona.

Are the Changes in the Common
Names by the A. O.U. Popular?

FAV015S THE OLD.

Editor of O. <£• O.:

In A^jril number of O. & O. youi- request an

expression of preference in regard to old and

new names of four birds. 534 has always been

known here as Snowflake, so I like the change.

The other names I prefer as they formerly

were. One name may sound more pleasing

than anotlier. My neiglibor's name is "Sam,"
should I call him "Ben" every one would

laugh. J. W. P. -Perm.

APPRECIATES EXPRESSION OF POPULAR OPINION.

Editor- of O. & O.:

Your invitation in April number for a pop-

ular vote on tlie names of the four birds men-
tioned, renders good service to ornithology.

Beginning with the Snow Bunting, A. O. U.

5;»4, the change of the name to Snowflake does

not ajipear to me a change for the better in

any way. In the flrst place the old name
Snow Bunting is the generally accepted one

both in America and Britisli Islands. A bird

with a common name so well established, it

seems to me, should retain it. Altliough it is

often called Snowflake, the flrst name is the

one by which it is most widely known and

always has been. Considering the difficulty

often of understanding what bird is meant by

its common name, it is better to keep the one

most used or established, especially when such

name is tlie best descriptive one. The name
Snowflake might not be nlways understood to

mean a bird, which Bunting always does.

The bird itself cannot be fairly compared to a
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snowflake in autumn when the plumage is

much mixed witli brown; only towards spring

does the white predominate. Snowflake has

been more locally applied than Snow Bunting,

so why not retain its universal name? Many
(if the same remarks equally apply to our

American Grass Finch. Its habit of running

before us on roadsides is a much more recog-

nizable feature to most people than its song.

In some parts of New England its sweet song

at sunset has received its deserved attention

and earned the name Vesper Sparrow, but

outside of that locality it is generally recog-

nized as the Grass or Ground Sparrow. Those

who are not acquainted with its song (l)y far

too many) would never know what bird is

meant by Vesper Sparrow, therefore that

name would only mystify rather than enlighten

the uninitiated. In regard to the Yellow-

winged Sparrow I am not so positive, as it is

harder to see than hear it during the summer
season, while in the fall the young are easily

seen and there and then characteristic colors

readily recognized. On that account I should

rather retain the old name. The same reason-

ing applies to the Black-throated Bunting, he

tells his own name; but as to Bickcisfiel the

great uninformed may well ask what the

dickens does that mean? H. H.—N. J.

A VOTE FHOM ONE OF THE PILLARS OF THE
O. & O.

Editor of O. & O.:

How quickly one's eye catches the familiar

letters of his own name! Oh, if one could

only recognize a bird by as slight a glimpse!

I opened the last number at page 77, and in a

second my eye was arrested by my own name,

and when I read and found that I was one of

the "only thirty-seven" wasn't I proud? And
very good company I found myself in, too;

any one would be pleased to see his name side

by side with the other thirty-six. However,
this was not exactly what I started out to

write; I wish to lecord my vote in favor

of tlie new names on poetic and on common-
sense grounds, both. Even their opponents
seem to agiee that they sound better, and
they are, taken as a whole, much shorter. If

you add to the four pioposed by yourself tlie

three olTered by 'J. V. ("."the old names
have one Imndred and nineteen letters to the

new ones seventy-six. Tliree and four word
names are not wanted when one word ones

will answer. I am not, as a general thing, in

favor of changes, but when a change is an

improvement let us have it; and certainly the

A. O. U. has done a great thing for us in

making a standard, and even if there is an

occasional name, to which we can not all sub-

scribe, it is so little bitter with so much
sweet that we should all join in holding up
the hands of the Union.

B. A. G.—N.Y.

DON T BELIEVE IN FUKTUER CONFUSION.

Editor of O. <t O. :

In regard to (\luinging names of birds, I think

it was a bad plan. They will never lose their

old ores, and I think they previously had

names enough and good ones, too.

The Bay winged Bunting of Wilson and the

Grass Finch of liidgway now appear on the

A. O. IT. list as the Vesper Sparrow. It stands

to-day a Bunting, a Finch and a Sparrow, what
will it be next? As for Dickcissel it is a jaw

breaking name and does not sound American.

Put me dow^n as favoring the old names.

Ridgway's is good enough for me.

J. B. P.—Mich.

THANK you! OUK SUCCESS WILL DErEND
UPON THE HELP OF OUR READERS.

Editor of O. & O.:

Noticing in the Apiil and May numbers of

the O. & O. that you desired a full vote of the

subscribers of that magazine, I desire to say

that I am heartily in favor of the revised

"A. O. U." names. 1 think they are up with

the times and much more applicable to the

species.

I also desire to add a word in praise of the

O. & O. It is a first-class ornithological mag-

azine and always a welcome visitor to both my
wife and myself. Wishing you abundant suc-

cess, I remain,
W. F. ir.—.V.F.

NO BETTER AUTHORITY THAN C. .J. M.

Editor of O. & ().:

I cannot refrain from congratulating you

upon the appearance of the May number of

the O. & (.). I have followed the fortunes of

this publication from the little sheet, first

issued by Willard so long ago, to the present

time with great interest, and I can assure you

that the present number is by far the best that

has yet appeared, without any exception. You
are now filling a w^ant long felt in this country
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for a magazine devoted to the interests of the

ornitliologists (and of course oologists also, for

the interests of those who study birds and

their eggs are inseparable), a magazine of fre-

quent appearance, filled witli matter that is

appreciated by all, written in a manner that,

while it is highly scientitic and instructive, in

every sense of the terms, does not shoot over

the heads of more than one half of its readers,

bnt can readily be understood by all.

I, personally, have only one fault to find,

and that is your publication is much too small.

We want more of the same sort and another

year we trust that you will give us more.

Now a word or two in regard to the votes

you are receiving as to the opinions of the

ornithologists of the counti-y about certain

English names given to certain birds in the

A. O. U. check list. I think getting such

opinions, a step in the right direction: straws

most surely show which way the wind blows.

Let us keep in miud the fact that the birds of

our country belong to us as a people. Any
one of us, or a few of us, may band togetlier

and name them what we please, but these

nimes may not necessarily express the ideas of

the majority of the great army of ornitholo-

gists which now fill our land from ocean to

ocean. Now what I want to see expressed in

this matter is the free, unbiased opinion of

each and every one who is interested in the en-

nobling pursuit of scientitic knowledge. The

very acme of the spirit of progress lies within

this sentiment. Tlierefore, gentlemen and

brothers, let us have your opinion, we already

know that of the committee of tlie A. O. U.

who made the changes; that is recorded, now
let Mr. Webster record yours.

Here is my opinion: I vote most decidedly

for no change, and to go a step farther and I

have never made the matter a secret, I say that

in the adoption of the Latin names of birds, or

rather in deciding which name of two or more

ought to be applied to a given species, in cases

where this has been a mooted question. I

should say that where a name has been in cur-

rent use in this country for let us say a period

of twenty-five years, it ought to stand. I

should have adopted that incomparable work

of Prof. Baird's, the old-time Bible of the or-

nithologist, the ninth volume of the Pacific

R. R. Survey, as a standard and never have

gone beyond that. Yes, gentlemen on the

other side of the question, I know all about

what you will say. You will ask me " What
constitutes universal usage?" I answer that

a name that has been in current use in this

country for any one of our birds for a long-

period is the name that should be applied to

that bird, be that name Latin or English, for

our use, perfectly regardless of what names
may have been used by any foreigner. Now
this brings me to one point that I wished to

make, and that is to ask you, Mr. Editor, in

recording the sentiments of the various orni-

thologists who wiite on the sul)ject to give

the name of the states in which they reside.

C. J. Maynard.
Newtonville, Mass., June 6, 1890.

Flour Moth.

The American Naturalist for February con-

tains an exhaustive article by J. J. Bell on the

Flour Moth (Ephestia kuIinieUa), an insect

newly imported from Europe, to which country

it is indigenous. If this insect increases as

rapidly as other European importations, not-

ably the Cabbage Butterfly (Pleris rapae) and

the English Sparrow (Passer dornesficus), the

damage that it will do will be incalculable,

for here we are confronted with a pest which

attacks our most important food product, and

that in its manufactured state, so that our only

remedy is to keep it out, since if it once gains

a hold on a lot of flour, it is only by the merest

chance that the entire lot is saved from total

destruction.

The larvai spin their web throughout the

flour, completely matting the whole substance

togetlier, and one season, so rapid is their

increase, will suifiee to so infest a mill that

the only sure remedy seems to be the old

Japanese one, viz., "Burn it down."

It is hoped that immediate steps will be

taken to crush out the last vestige of this pest,

since its increase means a damage of millions

of dollars to one of our most important

industries.

Seven Eggs of the Arizona Hooded

Oriole in One Nest.

Four eggs is the usual set of the Arizona

Hooded Oriole (Icterus cucullatus nelsoni), but

Mr. Theodore D. Hurd has very kindly sent

me a set of seven taken near Riverside, Cali-

fornia, on May G, 18U(). This number is un-

precedented, and must be considered unique.

J. P. N.
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Editorial.

Spare the Sparrow.

And now the Massachusetts legislatui-e takes

up tlie Enjiflish Spari'ow extermination ques-

tion. They may be a nuisance, gentlemen, but

why not let them live ? Your Bobolink is as

destructive a nuisance when on his southern

trip. The Robin and the Cedar Bird are not

welcome visitors to the cherry tree, and we
might nientit)n others that have certain pe-

culiar faults. A colony of tlie Sparrows may
locate in an undesirable place, and we would

not object to driving them otf, but let it be by

individual action. We always maintain that

the collection of birds should be allowed for

purposes of study and art, but we emphatically

object to the enactment of a law to exterminate

any bird. It is monstrous, unwarranted and

cruel.

Uncalled for, as the people are quite cap-

able of handling the question individually,

when necessary.

Shortsighted, as it will begin a class of

destruction by those who will kill merely for

sport, and will not discriminate, but shoot

anything that flies.

We sincerely trust that our readers will

overlook the few petty and imaginary faults

of this little creature, and shield it from the

attacks of the same people who are continually

charging us with the destruction of bird life.

Xever have the collecting ornithologists, so far

as we have observed, offered, proposed or in-

stituted a plan so dii-ectly liable to annihilate

God's creatures as those who manufactvire

laws by the mile "to protect them ?"

Brief Notes.

Just now many of our readers are looking over the

collection of eggs that has resulted from the spring's

work. The majority of you have taken them without

getting a permit, and quite rightly, as we do not think

the Almighty ever intended to delegate that authority

to any one ; it is an individual right and will so be

regarded by us all. In so doing we must not overlook

the fact that we are inseparably interested in bird

I)rotection. They once gone, and our pleasure and
entertainment is a thing of the past. We would im-

press upon you to be careful of your collections. Keep
your eggs in drawers where you can examine them
without unnecessary handling. Every egg accidentally

broken requires another to take its place. The greater

the care you take the less you require. Some of our

collectors who have large collections will tell you that

tliey seldom lose any. They make them go a long ways.

No law could force us to kill, or prevent us from

feeding a small lot of English Sparrows that remain at

our back door throughout the year.

The sportsman demands the protection of Grouse.

The season opens, with improved gun and dog he falls

in with a covey of a dozen to twenty and kills them all,

nor does he stop here. He would keep it up every day

for the whole season. The ornithologist would take

two or three. The sportsman eats his, feels good for

an hour. The ornithologist preserves his, and they

last him a lifetime, and afford hours of pleasure to

him and his friends. The laws in this State protect the

sportsman and interfere with the ornithologist.

The Massachusetts S. P. of C. to A. offers 1000 cards

to be distributed, on which is offered a reward of $10 to

any one who will convict an ornithologist of killing a

bird. Is it not about time to shift that matter on the

sportsman? Why not try your hand at stopping him?

Perhaps you think boys are safer game.

Oliver Davie's "Nests and Eggs of North American

Birds" should be in the hands of all. We do not pre-

tend to be sole agents for it, but we will present a copy to

any subscriber who will send us three new subscribers.

Rare.—F. H. Kennard, Chestnut Hill, Mass.. reports

two Pileated Woodpeckers at that locality, May 3.

Neckties made of rattlesnake skins, tanned, are one

of the latest Southwestern novelties. They are orna-

mented with the rattle.

One of our correspondents again refers to our in-

larging the O. & O. We are ready to, when our sub-

scription list warrants it. We send out thousands of

sample copies, but depend on paid subscriptions to pay

printer's bill.

No Rats about the O. & O., if the printer did say so

in the advertising column last month.

Quite a number of our subscribers have ordered

Davie's new Taxidermy. "Let the good work go on."

Subscription blanks furnished on application.
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C. E. Hoyle, of Milbury, is the centre of Natural

History interest in his locality. He has quite a fine

collection, and from what we hear, many of his young

friends are having the benelit of it together with his

advice and assistance, and it is not a money making
scheme.

Is there not a little vinnecessary tinting, when the

assertion is made that the English Sparrow is driving

off our native birds? We do not notice it, and also

have laith that our native birds can look out for their

own interests.

"Who is the " well-known" ornithologist of Buffalo,

N.Y., that has lately published a work on birds in

which, if we judge from press qiu)tations, he has

devoted his energy mostly to attacking the ornitholog-

ical members of the Agassiz Association? We should

think that organization would present him with an

easy chair in which to spend the remainder of his days.

The Summer Hat.

At the Hub.—Celia. "Jennie, I have given up the

idea of wearing a bird on my hat, it is so cruel."

Jennie. " Why, Celia ! What will you wear?"
Celia. " Why, I l)ought me a lovely bunch of feather

tlowers, a cluster of pompons, and three silver-tipped

quills."

At Gotham.—Enthusiastic clerk. "Ah, madam,
allow me to show you some artificial birds. This one,

of Impeyan and Hummer, is exquisite, made by hand,

regular mosaic work !"

Mrs. Tenderheart. " Oh, how artistic, just the thing.

I am so glad that I have found a substitute for birds.

I did hate so dreadfully to see the dear little things jiut

to such a use. Do you think thrte would be too many?
Also had I better not have a spray of colored Egret to

match?"

At Chicago.—Mother of blooming daughter to clerk.

" I think I will have the hat covered with a Swan. Let

the head project over front. Spread the wings, line

them with Eagle quills, and have a pompon of Duck's

wings. Makeit strong so it will last till the exhibition."

Homer L. P>igelow sailed on the Ttli for Newfound-
land, where be will spend some three months, devoting

the time to ornithological study of that section. He
will represent the O. & O., and it his trip is successful

we hope to be able to lurnish our readers with notes of

interest from that section.

Frank A. Brown, of Beverly, Mass., reports finding a

set of six eggs of the Red-bellied Nuthatch {Siita cana-

densis) on May 23, 1890. The nest was composed of

grape-vine bark, dried grass, etc., in a hole in a maple
stub, ten feet from the ground. The hole was about
eight inches deep. The eggs measured .02 x .49 ; .03 x .49

;

.G;x.49; .G2X.52; .62x.49; .01 x .50.

The Crow's Fondness for Chicken.—It is getting

so now that the farmer and poultry raiser have more to

fear from the ravages of the Crow than from all others
of the feathered tribe. He will come d<(wn into the

door-yard, right under the farmer's nose and fly off

with a chick, and the old "scare-crow" of by-gone
days has no effect upon his nibship when he is after

his favorite morsel. Why is it that, until lately, we
have heard nothing of this habit of the Crow? Is it

something new of him? I for one have noticed it

only for the past two years.— [S. R. Ingersoll, Ballston

Spa, N.Y,

South Framingham, Mass., May 17, Q Mrginia Rail

and ten eggs taken. Incubation, four to six days. Lo-

cality, east side Milford Branch R.R. south of Fram-
ingham. F. E. Coombs.

The list given in May issue, as being subscribers in

1881, and appearing on our books for 1890, only included
those who had been continuous and taken the O. & O.

in their own name.

George G. Cantwell has removed to Colorado Springs,

Colo. We have received some notes from him which
will be published soon.

Frank A. Bates (Editor) will start on the 21st for a
trip to the Dead River region, New Hampshire. This
district, near Mount Nancy, while only comparatively

a short trip from Boston is abnost unexplored.

A Yellow-breasted Chat, taken at Arlington Heights,
Mass., June 6. W. P. Hadley.

The small auxiliary barrel, made to slip into a 12-

guage gun, in which can be used .32-cal. shells, is

becoming quite popular. They shoot well and make
little noise.

As previously noted, considerable effort was made
during the past season by l^oston sportr>men to intro-

duce in this state game birds from tlie west. The
attempt is one that is of great interest to us all, and
we hope that our collectors will refrain from shooting
any of the (juail species. It is an easy matter to obtain

specimens for our use from the west, far more so than
to procure them alive, as ha-i been ilone by these gen-

tlemen. Let us all unite in assisting what will l>e a

future benefit. Remember, self-denial will be an im-
portant feature.

Correspondence.

Evening Grosbeak in Michigan.

Editor of O. it- O. ;

I see in this journal a number of naturalists

speaking of the Eveninfj Grosbeak. May IT

I shot three $ birds. There were a number
shot here this winter, and the Rose-breasted

Grosbeak is very common just now.

J. Ilazelwood.
Fort Gratiot, Mich., May 18, 1890.

Editor of O. tfc O.;

Allow me to add an instance of the breedinp;

of Wilson's Thrush in Pennsylvania, to the

report of Messrs. Norris and Koch in May
O. & O. I have a set of three egys of this

bird taken June 10, 1885, in Delaware County,

Pa. Tkad. Surhcr.

White Sulphur Springs, W. Va.

Nest and Eggs of the Ruby-crowned
Kinglet.

On June ilth, Harry Austen secured a nest

and eleven eggs of the Ruby-crowned Kinglet

at Dartmouth, Nova Scotia. His notes of last

year will be remembered by our readers. His

record stands first.
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Set XI, May 3, 1880. Camargo, Mexico.

Nest of grass, weeds, stalks and rand, in small

tree. Four eggs, fresh. Tale bluish, faintly

clouded at the smaller ends with raw umber,

and heavily lined with black: 1.32 x.85;

1.31 X.85; 1.28X.84; 1.25x.88.

Set XII. May 4, 1889. Camargo, Mexico.

Nest principally of grass, in ebony tree, ten

feet from the ground. Four eggs, fresh. Light

bluish, clouded at tlie smaller ends with raw

umber, and heavily lined witli black: 1.28 x .8(1;

1.29X.85; 1.21 x. 86; 1.35x.85.

Set XIII. April 18, 1889. Camargo, Mex-

ico. Nest of weeds, grass, etc., in mesquite

tree ten feet from ground. Four eggs, Tale

bluish, three of the eggs more or less clouded

all over with raw umber, but the fourth has

the cloudings at the smaller end. All are

heavily lined with black: 1.28 x.85; ].23x.8y;

1.25 X. 84; 1.29x.87.

Set XIV. April 17, 1889. Camargo, Mex-

ico. Nest of dry leaves, grass, etc., in small

tree, six feet from ground. Four eggs, fresh.

Pale bluish, clouded more or less all over the

surface, but especially at the smaller ends,

with raw umber. Lined with burnt umber

and black: 1.20 x. 80; 1.17x.83; 1.18x.87;

1.20X.S5.

Set XV. May 15, 1884. Pelican Island,

south-east coast of Texas. Nest of rough,

fibrous plants, built on the top of a Spanish

bayonet plant. Five eggs, fresh. One of

them is bluish, another drab, and the other

three are drab-gitiy. All but the drab egg have

raw umber cloudings at the smaller ends, and

all are heavily lined with black: 1.34x.88;

1.30X.89; 1.31 x. 89; 1.24x.8G; 1.30 x. 88.

Set XVI. May 14, 1884. Corpus Christi,

Texas. Nest in prickly pear cactus, four feet

from ground. Five eggs, fresh. Pale bluisli,

more or less clouded, but especially at the

smaller ends, with raw umber, and lined with

black: 1.43 x .91; 1.38 x. 90; 1.30x.87; 1.28x.85;

1.26X.89.

Set XVII. May 20, 1884. Padre Island,

Texas. Nest in low bush. Five eggs, fiesh.

Pale bluish, more or less clouded all over the

surface, but especially at the smaller ends

with raw umber, and heavily lined with black:

1.27 X. 88; 1.29 x. 93; 1.32x.8(); 1.30x.89;

1.35X.84.

Set XVIII. April 23, 1889. Camargo, Mex-

ico. Nest of grasses, and placed in top of a

small ebony tree. Four eggs, fresh. Pale

bluish, clouded unevenly over the surface,

but especially at the smaller ends, with raw

umber, and heavily lined with burnt umber

and black: 1.31 x. 80; 1.23x.87; i.27x.88;

1.24 X. 87.

Set XIX. May 20, 1888. Nueces County,

Texas. Nest in reeds, three feet from the

water. Four eggs, incubation begun. Pale

bluish, heavily clouded with burnt umber at

the smaller ends, and heavily lined with

black : ] .37 x .88 ; 1 .38 x .88 ; 1 .34 x .86 ; 1 .30 x 85.

Set XX. June 26, 1889. Camargo, Mexico.

Nest in mes(iuite bush, six feet frojn the

grotuid. Four eggs, incubation advariccd.

Pale bluish, clouded at the smaller ends with

raw umber, and lined with burnt umber and

black: 1.2Sx.85; 1.20 x. 82; 1.25 x .79; 1.29x84.

Mr. Ridgway, in his Manual of North Amer-
ican Birds, page 381, gives the size of the eggs

of this sjiecies as 1.31 x. 87, but it will be

noticed tliat the great majority of those in the

above series are not that large.

A peculiarity of the eggs of the Great-

tailed Crackle is the manner in which they are

almost always clouded at the smaller end witli

a shade of brown. This makes them appear

as if the ground color was of two shades—
brownish at the smaller ends and bluish at the

larger. I have never noticed this in eggs of

the Boat-tailed Crackle, although I have good

sized series of both species before me.

./. P. N.

A Four-Storied Nest.

At a meeting of the Loudon Ornithological

.Section of the Entomological Society of Ontario,

Mr. J. Osborn exhibited a four-storied nest of

the Yellow Warbler {Dendroica (estiva), wliich

he had recently taken near London. In the

lower story a Cowbird's egg had been laid,

then the second story was put on and another

Cowbird's egg laid, a third story added and a

third Cowbird's egg laid in it, and in the

fourth story were two eggs of the Warbler

herself.

Mr. II. Stevenson reported a nest of the

same species, seven inches deep outside, which

had the appearance of having been built in

different seasons, but the nest was unfortun-

ately lost on the drive in from the country.

Other members of the section reported

having found nests of the Yellow Warbler

with a single Cowbird's egg partly buried in

the lloor of the nest so that it would not hatch.

In one instance the young were hatched and

the Cowbird's egg rotten when found.

D. Arnott.
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Isle Royale.

Some ten miles north-east from tlie eastern

(Mul of Isle Itoyale lies a group of rocks, the

largest scarcely two acres in extent, looking in

the distance like three black mounds resting

on th(^ blue waters of Lake Superior.

For a number of years past this has been

the principal nesting place in the north-

west, of the American Herring Gull, and ow-

ing to its isolated situation and inaccessibility

has been visited, aside from the few fishermen

who supply themselves with fresh eggs each

year, by less than half a dozen people the past

six years.

On May 22nd my brother and myself were

dropped from the fish boat Dixon in a small

I'owboat at the north-east end of Isle Koyale

intending to risk the row across the ten mile

space to Gull Islands, but tempestuous weather

])revcnted and we camped (m the rocks until

the 2r)th, when we engaged the services of a

Finland fisherman and his staunch sailboat for

the trip. Starting at daylight we reached the

rocks after a three-hours sail.

Before the detail of the rocks are seen

there is apparently no sign of life, but as we
drew near, the rocks, as our fislierman ex-

l)ressed it, looked as though they were covered

with Snowbirds, distance dwarfing the Gulls

in the clear air, but drawing still nearer they

increase to their full size and present abeauti-

full appearance on the black rocks. A half

dozen came out a half mile to meet us with

loud cries as a protest against this intrusion,

and by the time we had landed at the only

available spot on the islands the whole colony

of over a thousand (iulls were either circling

above with loud cries or resting on the water

a short distance away.

The ledge of rock composing the islands is

inclined at an angle of 45^, and affords numer-
ous deep niches which have become filled with

guano, and form level places for the nests

which were often formed by hollowing out a

place in this deposit, but the majority of the

nests were made of a peat-like substance, the

roots or fibres of moss and coarse grass mixed
and matted together, and where they had not

been disturbed by the fishermen, contained

three eggs with incubation well started at this

date. Some of the birds showed great lack of

judgment in the location of their nests; one

containing three eggs was located on a narrow
gravel beach ten feet below, where the last

north-easter had lodged tlic drift wood, and

there were some thirty nests in this little patch

of drift wood itself. But a still greater lack of

judgment was shown by at least four differ-

ent Gulls who had placed their nest on top of the

huge icebergs formed on the rocks by the dash-

ing of waves last winter. The few warm days
had already honeycombed the mass and melted

away from around the nests leaving it resting

on a white pillar of ice nearly two feet above

the surrounding berg with one side of the nest

already to]ipling down. A few more warm
days would send the whole mass into the

lake.

We secured many beautiful sets of eggs,

which show a wide range of marking.

The rocks seem to be well tenanted, besides

the Gulls, numerous Warblers and small birds

hung around the scraggly biush at one end

of the rock, and a Sparrow dragged its wings as

it fiuttered along the ground, probably from its

nest. A pair of Hawks, which we did not iden-

tify, occupied the ends of two u])right posts left

by the United States surveyors years ago, and

the ground beneath was coveied with pellets

which they had disgorged. During the season

of migration the smaller birils reach these

rocks completely exhausted and these Hawks
gorge themselves on the helpless victims.

On approaching the island we saw three

small birds fiuttering towards it some little

distance apart. The Hawk came out, seized

one, deposited it somewhere on the rocks

then whirled about and secured the next and

deposited it with the other and finally secured

the third. A shelving, mossy place about four

feet square seemed to be a perfect slaughter

pen for small birds; the bushes and rocks

around were covered with feathers scattered by

the winds, while this particular spot was cov-

ered with the larger feathers and ends of wings

of .all kinds of smaller birds with a great many
Flicker feathers mixed in to give it color.

Scratching with a stick disclosed nearly an

incli in depth of wet, matted feathers. The
destructit)n of small birds by this one pair of

Hawks must have been enormous. After the

season of migration is over they pluck an

occasional young Gull from its nest, and the

fishermen claim that it attacks the old Gulls

themselves when hungry. We found their nest

on the highest part of the rocks containing

two fresh eggs, the fisherman having destroyed

a set of four three weeks previously. Of the

Gull nests from which eggs were taken the

same time, we found but a single fresh egg,

showing that they had just commenced to lay

the second set. Such eggs were much smaller

than the first laying. We saved a few skins of



100 ORNITHOLOGIST [Vol. W-No. 7

the female Gulls at the island, and after return-

ing to Isle Koyale shot and skinned a dozen

males from a flock of fifty or sixty hovering

about the fish houses, in fact all the Gulls shot

away from the island were males. The facili-

ties for reaching Isle Eoyale grow better each

year, and it is a question of but a short time

when this large nesting place will be broken

up and its denizens forced beyond the limits

of the United States.

Loons are quite plentiful in the channels and

harbors of Isle Royale, and the fishermen often

catch them on their set lines when fishing for

trout. A long line is anchored about two

fathoms from the surface and short lines with

hooks attached at intevals. These hooks are

baited with herring about a foot long and these

the Loon see beneath the water and in diving-

get caught on the hook. One fisherman had

six on a line of seventy-five hooks the morn-

ing before we arrived and had tiie breasts

skinned and tacked on the shed to dry to be

used as lining for his boots.

Frank S. Dnf/c/etf.

June 4, 'flO.

A Series of Eggs of the Bobolink.

In h\s Manual of North Amcriran Birds, page

36(5, Mr. Ridgway falls into the strange error

of stating that the Bobolink (DoUchonyx ory-

zivorun) lays from two to five eggs, whereas

any number less than four would be an incom-

plete set, and six and seven not unusual.

Considering how very common the birds are

it is astonishing how hard it is to find tlieir

eggs, and to this fact must be ascribed their

comparative scarcity in collections. They
vary greatly in color and markings.

Set I. June 10, 1888. Cayuga Gounty, N.Y.

Nest of fine, dry grass, on ground in meadow.

Five eggs, incubation commenced. I'.luish-

gray, spotted and veined with burnt uml)er

and sepia. Some of the spots are large, and

there are more of them at the larger ends than

on any other ]Kirt of the eggs. There are a

few spots of olive-gray also : .88 x .(15 ; .85 x .05

;

.86X.G4; .80 x. 6:]; .SGx.fiO.

Set II. June 7, 1888. Austin, 111. Nest of

dried grasses on ground, in a clump of weeds.

Six eggs, incubation begun. Bluish-gray,

spotted with burnt umber and clove brown,

th(! markings being heavier at the larger ends:

.87X.00; .84x.fil; .77x.58; .7(ix.58; .77x..59;

.7nx.57.

Set III. June 18, 1887. Farmington, Me.,

Nest of fine grass, in a field of tall grass nt the

foot of a bunch of ferns. Six eggs, incubation

advanced. Bluish-gray, speckled and si^otted

with burnt umber. Some of the spots are

large, and most of them are at the larger ends:

.82X.C0; .79 X. GO; .77 X. 59; .74x.59; .75x.57;

.81 X .00.

Set IV. June 11, 1888. Galewood, 111.

Nest of grass, in wagon rut caused l)y passage

over praiiie while in boggy condition in early

spring. Seven eggs, incubation n.dvanced.

Bluish-white, spotted find veined with bistre

and seal brown: .S2x.05; .8;)X.05; .81x0.'];

.84X.04; .80X.05; .81x.05; .84x.08.

SotV. June i;], 1879. Hyde Park, Ontario.

Nest of straws an d~ grass on the u round, in a

meadow. Six eggs, incubation advanced.

Drab-gray, speckled with drab, and mniked
with large spots of sepia; nearly all of the

latter being at tlie larger ends: .78x.02;

.76 X .0:^ ; .79 x .03 ; .7(5 x .0;] : .77 x 04 ; .78 x .03.

Set VI. June 15, 1885. Farmington, Me.

Nest made entirely of grass, and placed on

the ground. Five eggs, fresh. Bluish-gray,

spotted with olive gray, Vandyke brown, and

seal brown. The markings are jjrincipally

confined to the larger ends: .90 x .(54; .80 x .63;

.83 X .02; .88 x .04; .90 x .(54.

Set VII. June 20, 1888. Cayuga County,

N.Y. Nest of dry grass, on ground in clover

meadow. Five eggs, incubation advanced.

Gray, with a brownish tinge, spotted witli

drab-gray, and large blotches of chestnut:

.89x.00; .S8X.00; .S7x.03; .90x.06; .92x.65.

Set VIII. May 15, 1887. Erie County, N.Y.

Nest of grass, on ground in open field. Five

eggs, incubation commenced. Brownish-gray,

spotted with chestnut and russet: .Six. 63;

.86x,61; .79X.62; .79x.(54; .85x.6l.

Set IX. May :]0, 1884. Washington County,

N.Y. Nest on ground, under a bunch of grass.

Five eggs, incubation commenced. Ecru-drab,

spotted with drab-gray and chestnut: .85 x .63;

.80X.62. .86x.()3; .81x.(52; .80x.59.

Set X. June 10, 1888. Cayuga County,

N.Y. Nest a few dry blades of grass, on the

ground, in a meadow. Four eggs. Grayish,

with a tinge of blue, mottled with drab gray,

and spotted with chestnut and seiiia: .87 x .65;

.89 X .(57 ; 88 x .63 ; .84 x .(;5.

Set XI. June 20, 1888. Cayuga County,

N.Y. Nest of dry grass, on ground in meadow.

Four eggs. Bluish-gray, heavily spotted with

chestnut: .90x.(55; 88x.(i5; . 88 x. (50; .8Sx.05.

Set XII. June 2, 1888. Austin, 111. Nest

of dry grass, on ground. Five eggs, fresh.

Bluisli-gray, spotted with chestnut, much
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more heavily at the hxrger ends: .7Sx.65;

.S0X.G5; .78X.65; .TOx.Ho; .Six. 65.

SetXIir. June 2,1888. Austin, 111. Nest

of dried grass, in a sli<;ht depression of the

ground. Five eggs, fresli. Drab-gray, heav-

ily spotted with burnt umber, csi)ocially at the

larger ends: .(KJx .0.",; .D^.n.O;!; .SOx.OH;

.89 X .(!2; .92 x .00.

Set XIV. May ;W, 1888. Austin, 111. Nest

of grass, on ground, in a depression made by a

horse's hoof. Six eggs, fresh. Bluisli-gray,

very heavily spotted with drab-gray, and

bui'ut umber. The markings are heaviest near

the larger ends: .84x.64; .SSx.W; .88x.64;

.87X.61; .89X.68; .84x.63.

Set XV. June :], 1883. Bristol County,

Miss. Nest of grass, in a hollow in the

ground in large meadow. Five eggs, incuba-

tum begun. Bluish-gray, spotted with drab-

gray and sepia. All the spots of the latter

color are near the larger ends: .82x.66;

.82 X .(io; .80 x .00; .S2 x .Co; .81 x .05.

Set XVI. June 10, 1888. Austin, 111. Nest

on ground, in vacant lot on border of town.

Six eggs, incubation begun. The ground

color varies from drab to fawn color, and the

markings consist of spots and cloudings of

burnt umber and sepia; dispersed over the

surfaci-, but heaviest at the larger ends:

,91x.04; .89x.()4; .8Sx.04; .84x.00; .87x.01;

.84\.04.

Set XVIT. June 2, 1888. Austin, 111. Nest

of grass, in a depression in the ground. Six

eggs, incubation slight. The ground color

vavies from grayish to fawn, and the markings

consist of spots of Vandyke brown, sepia and

olive-gray, most of them being at the larger

ends: .87x.02; .88 x. 0:3; .80x.01; .85x.01;

.88x.0:3; .84X.59.

Set XVIII. June 15, 1888. Austin, 111.

Nest of grass, on ground, in a clump of weeds.

Seven eggs, incubation commenced. Drab-

gray, very heavily spotted and blotched (and

with a few veins also) with sepia and burnt

umber: .84 X. 01; .S8x.01; .S;]x.01; .8Gx.62;

.HOx.fil; .SOx.O;^,; .SOx.Ol.

Set XIX. June 3. 1888. Austin, 111. Nest

of dried grass, in a tussock of grass. Six eggs,

incubation advanced. The groinid color is

bluish-gray, but this is so closely spotted and

clouded with burnt umber that it is almost

hidden by the latter color. Near the larger

eufts the markings are heavier: .90x.04;

.87 X .03 ; .80 x .04 ; .87 x .05 ; .85 x .04 ; .78 x .01

.

Set XX. May 20, 1888. Austin, 111. Nest
of dried grass, in a wag(m rut on prairie, south

of the town. Six eggs, incubation slight.

Bluish-gray, heavily spotted and clouded, es-

pecially at the larger ends, with burnt umber:
.85X.62; .85x.01; .83x.01; .88x.01; .80x.01.

A peculiarity of the markings of the eggs of

this species is that they are not sharply

delined at the edges. They have a Idurrcd

appearance— something like a spot of water
color that has been wet and has run. J.P.N.

Brown Creeper.

It is late in the winter and old Boreas is

rattling the bare branches and whirling the

snow with unwonted savageness, for he is vent-

ing his spite in advance for the defeat he is soon

to suffer. In yonder moaning bit of pine

woods has gathered a little company of birds,

widely diverse in their mode of life, but called

together by the welcoiue shelter that the

sturdy pines extend to them. Here may be

seen the hardy Crossbills and Siskins braving

even the howling blast to obtain their favorite

pine cones; the noisy Blue Jay f(U- once awed
into silence uttering but a deprecatory squeak

at your intrusion and skulking a little further

into the forest. The staid and sober Nut-

hatch can be seen and heard as he searches

for dormant insects, accompanied by the ubi-

(juitous Chickadee whose varied and cheerful

notes make him doubly interesting. But last

and least, in size that is, far up on the trunk of

that old tree a timid, little peeping note can

be heard, and looking up you behold a little

Creeper moving about in an apologetic manner,

as if aware that he intrudes on the rather

limited larder of the Nuthatches and Chicka-

dees.

But as the days slip by Boreas becomes

less and less obtrusive, and on awakening some
morning you find that spring has at last veri-

fied the prediction of her heralds, the Bobins

and Bluebirds. The Redpolls and Snow Bunt-

ing have followed their vanquished lord to the

frozen regions of the north, and the zealous

student of nature leaves even the bottomless

mud of the country roads in order to greet his

feathered friends. After a tour of the fields and

byways he finds himself once again among the

pines. The Creepers have acquired new con-

fidence by increase of numbers, and now take

their well-known spiral route about the trees

with a sprightly and joyous air that is in

marked contrast with his conduct of a few

weeks before. He has now a song which he

utters while in motion; it begins with a clear

whistle followed after a slight pauge by an
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ascending warble of two notes, the last with a

guttural ending; than follows another whistle

like the first, ending with two whistles, the

first the higher. The whole is uttered very

quickly in a jerky manner, the time varying

with every note.

In the first part of April every orchard and

shade tree contains its quota of these birds,

and every opportunity is given to the most

casual observer for watching their habits.

They display great dexterity in keeping out of

sigiit always without appearing to be at any

pains to avoid you. At hrst he alights about

three feet from the ground on some old apple

tree, and ascending in a spiral direction picks

off the insects which he meets, jumping

rapidly backwards down tlie trunk to research

any spot that he has not looked over

thoroughly, ever and anon springing into the

air to seize a fly. On gaining the top he flies

hurriedly to the foot of the next. In this man-

ner he quickly goes through an orchard doing

almost incalculable good in destroying its yet

undeveloped pests. At this time of year in

addition to the song described above he some-

times utters another entirely different. Tliis

begins with three notes of the same pitch,

followed by one lower which is in turn followed

by one lower still ended by three (piick notes

starting low and ending at tlic pitch of the

fii'st. For about two weeks they are very

abundant, but at the end of that period they

disappear from the haunts of man and must
again be sought in the pinery. Here a few

pairs carry on their love making, chasing and

flying around a tree, hop]iing backwards and

forwards, the male stopping evei'y once in a

while to utter his love song. This begins with

thi-ee notes followed by two lower; it ends

with a rising series of three notes, beginning

low. Thus it resembles the song, or a song

rather, of the l>lack-throated Green Waibler,

except that the three last notes instead of be-

ing distinct are elided, while a slight difference

can readily be distinguisiied in the first part of

the song. I have never succeeded in finding

the nest so I can give no description of tlie

eggs. Stewart E. White.
(irand Rapids, Kent Co., Mich.

Some Curious Sets of Kingbird's Eggs.

In glancing over a large series of eggs of

any species one cannot fail to notice some odd

and abnormal ones. And sucli is the (^ase with

the scries of eggs of tiie Kingbird (Tyrannus

tyrannus) now before me, and common as they

are, the following sets are so very peculiar that

they seem to be worthy of mention.

July 17, 1888. Taunton, Mass. Two eggs,

fresh. Ground color and markings normal, but

their sizes are extraordinary, one of them
measuring 1.12 x.09, and the other .77 X..57.

Taking .O.") x.OS as the average size of the eggs

of this bird it will be seen what a very odd
pair tliese are.

June 17, 188."). Smitliborougli, 111. Three
eggs, fresh. Liglit creamy white, marked
with lilac-gray and heliotrope-purple almost

entirely, there being only two or tlii-ee small

and indistinct spots of the chestnut which is

typical of the normal Kingbird's egg: .8!*x.()7;

.90x.G7; .9oX.r)8. No one could recognized

these for eggs of this l>ird.

June f), 1SS(). Rozette, Illinois. These must
unquestionably belong tn T. ly'innufi for no

other Tyrannus is found in Illinois, but they

exactly resemble typical eggs of the Griiy

Kingbird, (Tyannus donilnicensis,) having the

peculiar deep cream or pinkish-buff ground

color characteristic of tliat bird's eggs:

.!)8x.74; .!)8x.7o; .0()x.73; .!)r)x.73.

The smillest sized sets measure .81 x. 0.5;

.Slx.G.'J; .82x.(i(); and the largest sets .Ofi x.7n;

.94X.78; .9-lx.7S (extremely broad) and

1.0()x,77; 1.01 x.7(); .98x.74. -/. P. N.

The Carrion Crow at Plymouth, Mass.

A Black Vulture was seen around the house

of Daniel llinchlief, about half a mile from

the centre of the village and Plymouth Rock,

on July 2d and 3d. Mr. II. had thrown out

some fish heads and refuse. The Vulture

came to feed, bringing a single Crow with it.

It was so very tame that Mr. II., who was hay-

ing in the field near by, could almost hit it

with a pitchfork. Ilis grandson, who w.as

spending the Fourth, tliinking it to be an

Eagle shot it on tin; morning of the fifth and

brought it to me to have it preserved and

identified. I exchanged other specimens for

it, and at once shipped it to your office. There

was one seen here about eight years ago on

the farm of Thomas Jackson.

ir. C. Hathaway.

[The Vulture, A.O.U. No. 820, was received

in good order and mounted; it was found to

be a 9i '^"<l from its condition we don't think

that it got its share of the iish heads.— IF.]
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Stray Notes.

In Footc's Semi-annual, Mr. Pennock, com-
montinj:^ on my statement tliat the Brown-
lioaded Nntliatch prefers to build near water,

sufigcsts tliat in my locality suitable nestings

sites are found more frequently in such places

tlian on dry upland. This is true; the low
grounds of one creek furnish enough dead trees

and stumi)s for all the hole-buildinfij birds in

the county to use, and then there would still

be i)lenty left for visitors from foreign parts.

Tlie Carolina Chickadee is impartial in his

choice of a dead stub, and doesn't seem to care

whether it is highland or lowland, wet or dry.

I still tliink, however, that the Nuthatch .pre

fers to be near a small stream and not to take

up his dwelling in a fence-post on a hill, but I

am not certain, except as to one point, and
that is that if he finds a suitable stub standing

in water, the water is no sort of objection to

liis occupying the same. I am obliged to Mr.

Pennock, though, for his comment, as, al-

though it is a very obvious fact that 75 per

cent, or more of the dead trees and stumps in

this locality would be in or near water, I had
entirely overlooked the fact when writing as

to the Nuthatch's preference in the matter.

Witli regard to data blanks, it seems to be

tliat instead of there being a blank for ''• Iden-

tificdtion,'''' said blank would be l)etter filled

by " How identified.''^ In filling up datas I use

three terms to fill this space, viz., "Bird on
nest," "Bird seen building," and "Nest, eggs

and situation." A fourth term sometimes
comes in handy, viz., "Bird seen," which sig-

nifies that tlie birtl came around while I was
taking the nest, and showed plainly the nest

belonged to her. The first two terms imply
positive identification, the third will suffice in

this locality to identify Pine Warbler, Brown-
headed Nuthatch, Chat, both species of Tit,

Crested Flycatclier, Wood Pewee, Acadian
Flycatcher, Kingbird, Wood Thrush, Catbird,

Tiirasher, Mocker, Louisiana Water Thrush,
F'ield Sparrow, Cardinal, both Indigos, Sum-
mer Tanager, and in fact most species of birds

I am well acquainted with except Vireos and
Hawks, where it is usually necessary to see

the birds. I have never found it necessary to

shoot a bird to identify nest and eggs; if I

couldn't make sure one day the next would
usually give me the opportunity to get a good
look at the bird.

In the March O. & O., Mr. White has an
article on the terms used to d(>notc the relative

abundance of birds, and I wish to suggest

another difficulty in the way of representing
the matter correctly, and that is that birds
which are "solitary" in the breeding season
are "social" in winter; while the Sparrows
and Juncos nre not gregarious in the same
sense as Waxwings and Goldfinches, yet instead
of finding the Song Sparrow here in pairs

or family squads, one usually finds them in

fiocks of twenty-five to one hundred in the
bushes if one finds any at all; the same applies

also to our other winter sparrows, viz., Field,

Swamp, Fox, Vesper, and Wliite-throated and
also the .Jnnco; the Savannah Sparrow on the
other hand is usually solitary or in twos or
threes. I must confess that the matter com-
pletely beats me except when I find a species

present in large numbers everywhere and then
he goes down as "Abundant," if in fewer
numbers but still well distributed, or if

present in large numbers in certain situations

only, I say "Common," but if I don't feel

justified in calling him common, then I put
down what seems to fit in best, but anybody
else would probably get a ditferent idea from
what I intended to convey. (7. S. Brimley.
Raleigh, N.C.

Notes from Dartmouth, N.S.

Yesterday I found nest and eggs of Chipping
Spnrrow ))uilt on sjiruce tree, about four feet

from ground.

Nest of Tree Sparrow with two eggs, built

on low spruce tree, about two feet from
ground.

Nest of Black-throated Greei; Warbler; three

eggs, on little spruce tree, about four feet

from ground.

Nest of Junco, with four eggs, on the ground
underneath bank.

On .lune lOth. I was out this afternoon

with friend Eagan and took the following

nests: Tree Sparrow, three eggs, built on low

sjiruce tree, 9 secured; Purple Linnet, three

eggs, built on little spruce tree, near the top,

about ten fecst from ground, 9 secured; Black-

throated Green Warbler, three eggs, built on

low spruce trees about three feet from ground,

9 secured;. Redstart, four eggs, nest in fork

of beech tree, about ten feet from the ground,

9 on nest and secured ; Sandpijier, took nest

of four young ones.

All the above with other nests mentioned in

my last were taken within a quarter of a mile

of mv house. H. Austen.
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A Death Struggle.

Following is a story told by a man known

here as Polecat Rnbe, a professional trapper,

skunks being his favorite game, hence the name.

He is without education but a great respecter

of science, rarely referring to bird or animal

without the scientific. Here it is as told by

himself:

It war on er mighty nice mornin in April

wen I tuck Betsy Jane (his seventy-five cent

spy glass) an santcred down ter the Lake ter

see what war goin on. I war takin in things

ginerally wen I see sunthun settin on er ole

dead tree. I tuck er fine bead on him with

Betsy an thar sot er Ball-faced Eagle (Eplurer-

bus Unuiii) big as a barl (barrel). He was

combin out his feathers with his long crooked

snout, an purty soon he cockt one eye down at

the ground an begin ter smile, an thar come er

Yaller BuUcat {FUlerkerdec) snenkm threw tlie

brush, and I could tel jist the way he snuck,

he thort he war mighty slick, but he haddent

kotched on ter ole Plure settin up thar smilin

at him. The closer he snuck ter that are ole

dead tree the more ole Plure would grin, an

purty soon old Plure let go all honlts an down

he come slam bang onto Fill's back, like er

Pewee onto er June bug. Jist as soon as Fill

begin ter feel old Plure' s toenails walking inter

his back he flopped upside down, an the

racket sot in, feathers an liar fiying every

way. Fill squallin an Plure scrcamin, an boys

if youd'd er bin thar you'd er thot the devil

an all his injins war givin er open ar (air)

concert. Well I tliart I'de drap down that are

way and sec who wor on top, and how tha war

gettin on ginerally. An I drapt, an drapt,

an drapt, til I war in twenty feet uv um an

derii the thing could I see uv um for har and

feathers fiying, all I could do war ter stan thar

an take in the music, an purty soon the music

begin ter weaken an weaken, til it war like the

little ecnd uv iiothiu whittled down to er pint,

an ;dl war stil as er new grave yard. I had ter

wait jist twenty minits fur the liar an feathers

ter settle down so I culd see ter git in an then

I gathered up er two year-ole club an waided

in an every step war up ter my knees in har

and feathers, all I could find uv Fill war two

inches uv his tail, one car, an one paw, an all

war left uv Plure war three feathers uv his

tail held together by a little piece uv skin, one

claw an the upper part uv his snout. Me ami

the ole woman gathered up er nuff liar an

feathers thar ter 111 er big feather tick an four

pillars.

Now boys don't yer forgit it I alius

nock the packin out ov the man that calls me
er liar. (We all believed it of course.)

Mossback.

Doings of a Tenderfoot.

Well, here I am in tlic " wild and woolly

west," not so wild nor so woolly as it might

be either; eastern people don't do this section

justice in this respect. The days of Indians

and bad cowboys are passed, and replaced

by style and refinement like the rest of our

great country.

And the birds— they are a great attraction

for tlie tenderfoot collector, for such I must

be called. All strangers are tenderfeet until

they can talk understandingly of "foot-hills,"

"canons," " timber line," and one thing and

another, and I haven't got tliat far along yet.

About a week ago I had a half day to myself,

and with a few shells of No. 12 started out to

see what I could find. The nearest grove of

trees was along a creek bottom, so I made for

these, but with a rather uncertain step for

fear of tresspassing on the dignity of some

native, and aside from that I did not know
where the city limits were, and whether or

not the people would object to my collecting a

few birds. My fears were soon set aside,

however, by a gardener who gave me some

encouraging words, and I felt that I could

better enjoy my little tramp.

The first bird I dared to shoot at was a

Lewis' Woodpecker that I found perched on a

fence post. Just before I was ready to shoot

he started off with his Blackbird flight, but

ran into the charge of shot I sent ahead of

him and gave up his life for science. It was

an elegant male, and the first I had ever seen

alive, and was recognized easily from quite a

distance.

When I reached the creek I found birds

plenty— Spotted Sandpipers, Lark Finches,

Brewer's Grackle, etc., but I decided I did not

want any of these so went further on and

fiuslied a Green-tailed Towhec which got

safely across the creek. Just as I entered the

first bunch of trees I saw four Ijouisiana Taii-

agers, perfect beauties, red and gold, but

despite my best efforts to get in range I failed,

for they were very wild, so I brought down a

pair of Bullock's Oriole instead. The next

victim was a fine Macgillivary's Warbler from

a clump of briars. I did not notice a very

large variety of Warblers about. A few Ten-
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nessee, Yellow, Myrtle and an occasional Audu-
bon's were about all, but Mourning Doves and

Brewer's Grackle were very abundant and

breeding. A second Green-tailed Towhee led

me a long chase l)ut was finally secured as

were a nice pair of Arctic Towhees later on.

Black-headed Grosbeaks were quite plenti-

ful so I selected a nice plumaged male for a

specimen; most every brush pile had its Be-

wick's Wren, if not one of the Towhee sure. A
great many common eastern birds were ob-

served: Red-headed Woodpeckers, Catbirds,

Brown Thrush, Olive-backed Thrush, etc. On
the way back I caught another Green-tailed

Towhee just as it was diving into a bunch of

willow, and also saw another Lewis' Wood-
pecker.

A few days before this a brother "Taxy,"

a graduate of Wards, and myself made an at-

temjit to climb Pike's Peak late in the after-

noon. We had to give this up as a bad job,

although we passed the "timber line" and

were among the snow. That was the worst

hill I ever tackled. I had my .22 cal. Colt

ride along, and we secured quite a few desir-

able birds: some Long-crested Jays, Magpies,

a pair of Water Ouzels, and Red-shafted

Flickers, and for my friend some of the little

dark-colored chipmunks, quite different from

the eastern form. We also saw some Clark's

Nutcrackers and Piiion Jays and three stately

Golden Eagles, as well as several troups of

Plain Tits and Mountain Chickadee and small

flocks of Red-backed Junco. All these new
birds were of course very interesting to us and

we probably spent as much time watching

them as we did in coaxing each other up hill.

Geo. G. CaniweU.
Colorado Springs, Col.

A Series of Eggs of Harris' Hawk.

The eggs of Harris' Hawk {Parahuteo uni-

cinctus harrini) were formerly quite rare, but

lately a large number of sets have been taken

by collectors. They do not exhibit much
variation.

Set L May 10, 1880. Corpus Christi, Texas.

Nest in live oak. Three eggs, fresh. White,

with a yellowish tinge, unmarked: 2.19x1.61;

2.i;3xl.6:^; 2.14x1.58.

Set II. April 2.>, 188G. Cameron County,
Texas. Nest in small tree. Made of sticks

and rubbish, lined with a little soft material.

Three eggs, fresh. White, with a yellowish

tinge. Two of the eggs are unmarked, but
the third has a few faint spots of cinnamon

near the smaller end: 2.00x1.65; 2.06x1.65;

2.1:3x1.60,

Set III. May 3, 1886. Cameron Connty,

Texas. Nest of sticks, roots and other rub-

bish, in small tree. Three eggs, fresh. White,

with a yellowish tinge. Two of the eggs are

faintly marked with lavender, but the third is

distinctly spotted at the larger end with cin-

namon: 2.14x1.65; 1.94x1.61; 1.09x1. .57.

Set IV. May 2, 1889. Camargo, Mexico.

Nest of small sticks, grass, etc., in whitewood
tree, in crotch, twelve feet from the ground.

Three eggs, incubation slight. White, with a

yellowish tinge, very faintly spotted with

pearl gray. The markings aie so light that

they are not perceptible at a short distance

from the eggs: 2.16x1.60; 2.11x1.69;

2.11x1.66.

Set V. May 10, 1880. Cameron County,

Texas. Nest of sticks, grass, etc., and placed

in live oak tree twenty feet up. Three eggs,

incubation begun. AVhite, two of them very

faintly spotted witli pearl gray, but the third

has a number of small spots of cinnamon at

the smaller end: 2.14x1.69; 2.11x1.58;

2.1:^x1.65.

Set VI. May 25, 1886. Cameron County,

Texas. Nest in oak ti-eo. Made of sticks,

with a lining of grass. Two eggs, fresh.

White, unmarked: 2.08 x 1.65; 2.19 x 1.71.

Set VII. March 15, 1889, Camargo, Mex-

ico. Nest of coarse twigs, lined with dry

grass, etc. In mesquite tree, fifteen feet from

the ground. Three eggs, fresh. White, with

a yellowish tinge, very faintly spotted with

pearl gray. One of the eggs has a few spots

of cinnamon near the larger end: 2.04x1.60;

2.12x1.05; 2.17x1.05.

Sets I, II, III and VI are described by me
in Davie's Nests and Eggs, 1889, page 172.

J. P. N.

Nest and Eggs of the Ruby-Crowned
Kinglet.

On the second of June last year, I wrote

concerning the taking of the nest of Golden-

crested Kinglet with nine eggs, also having

discovered nest of Ruby-crowned Kinglet but

as explained at that time, the latter, after

having completed the nest, deserted it. I re-

marked in the end of letter that I expected to

take one yet, and I now have pleasure in ad-

vising that the fact has been accomplished,

and the nest and eggs are before me while

writing.
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On the ninth of June I started out to hunt

for a Humminpjbird's nest that had heen seen

clone to my house, and I soon h)cated the bird

and watched lier movements from about a.m.

until 12 M., but I did not succeed in discov-

ering tlie nest. She was too quick on tlie

wing, and the eye could not follow her llight.

However, while watching her a pair of liuby-

crowned Kinglets came along and my attention

was given to them. After hopping around

overhead for a little while they Hew to some
black spruces. I immediately started after

them and in a short time had them in view

again, then I sat down again, lighted a cigar,

and took things easy, for I knew the nest

could not be far away.

In a little while the J disappeared in a

thick clump of tall, young, black spruces; I

followed up and looked and climbed every tree

in the vicinity, but it was no use. Meantime,

the $ was flitting from the top of one tree to

anotlier, uttering that queer sort of a whistle

that I do not know how to describe, except

that it is unlike any otlier bird's note tliat I

know of, and easily distinguished from all

others wlien once heard and known.

In a little while the 9 appeared again, and

then I made up my mind that that nest must
be found, so to work I went, and at 2.40 p.m.

I found the nest, but it was only accomplished

by climbing the ti'ee, as the nest could not be

seen from the ground, it being built near tlie

top of a thick, black spruce tree, and this

time it was built on the limb^ and not under-

neath as described by me last year. It was

not on the branches of the limb l)ut i)laced on

the hare limb about one foot out from body of

the tree, and about fifteen feet from the

ground when I saw contents of nest, eleven

eggs. I got down tlie tree and watched the

old birds. After I had seen the 9 S<> on the

nest twice I shot her, and then shot the J,

then taking r.he nest left for home. On the

way back I found the nest of a Wood Pevvee

with four eggs, which I took to-day, and shot

9 bird. This nest is made entirely of hen

feathers, and is one of tlu^ prt^ttiest 1 have

ever seen.

I might say that before shooting the King-

lets and after liaving discovered the nest 1

watched the birds for over an hour, as I wished

their identity to be beyond dispute. The
nest is built on the outside with moss and

lined with feathers. It measures 3 inches

across the top on outside, and IJ^ inches inside,

and \y, inches deep inside. I have blown the

eggs which were badly incubated, ))ut have

made a fair job of it, and am satisfied that

they are good enough for any collector.

On the 14th inst., I found the nest of another

Golden-crowned Kinglet, but unfortunately it

was full of young. This time the nest was
way np in the tiptop of a tall, straight black

spruce, and built underneath the limb and
clinging to the twigs, just like the two nests

I discovered last year. This makes in all four

nests of the Kinglets 1 have taken, and in

every instance they have been built on black

spruces, three of them placed underneath the

limb, one on the limb. //. Austen.

Halifax, N.8.

Bird Notes of Northern New Jersey.

Tent caterpillars are very numerous, even

more than last spring; so are the Cuckoos, they

arrived as soon as the buds began to open.

They are well occupied tearing open the tent

webs, and consuming the caterpillars. Previ-

ous years the Cuckoo was not a common bird

here and seldom appeared so early.

I have also noticed the Baltimore Oriole eat-

ing the tent caterpillars, but the Orioles are

not commoner than usual.

While speaking of the Cuckoo, the black-

billed has often been known to dash against

a building and kill itself. This happens when
Ijursued by other birds and has come under

the notice of many ornithologists, but I have

noticed another trait this spring, it seems like

defective vision. I have a lot of cliicken

yards fenced with 2 in. mesh No. 18 wire which

is quite perceptible to birds. Some fly through

it and many over. Tlie Swallows in their

rapid lliglit glide over it or rest on it. A few

bii-ds strike it. I have during the last six

weeks picked up two Thrushes and one Cedar-

bird, but this spring several Cuckoos have

dashed against it, with no enemy to urge them
on. They were not killed and after a halt pur-

sued their course.

The Brown Thrush noticed in a former num-
ber of the O. & O. taking its nightly lodgings

on a rear stoop of a thickly populated jiart of

New York City, '.MMh street near Fifth avenue,

returned again last fall .and remained as before,

two or three weeks, and one evening brought a

companion. Every morning it took its break-

fast of worms on the little grass iilot and dis-

appeared till evening. Warblers on their mi-

grations have been very scarce this spring,

two years ago they were extremely numerous,

and last year fairly so, but this year a very few

were seen to come this way. Henry IJales.
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On the Fort Bassinger Trail.

In tlie ^ray of early dawn I started from the

little frontier settlement in Soixth Florida

where had I been staying, to look np the Gronnd
Owls on the Kissimmee Prairie once more. It

was a hmji' day's tramp that I had before me,

and as I could only steal one day from other

occupations I put my best foot foremost and

when the trail was plain made capital time.

Crossing the Hatchoclass just beyond the lo

cation of old Fort Ivan a flock of Sandhill

Cranes ran up, the first living thing I had seen,

except one rabbit. But as dayliglit began to

show the woods livened up a bit and while

boiling my morning coffee, I was much
amused by the gambols of a family of Pole

Cats. When not, let us say agitated, these

arc very beautiful creatures, and in blessed

Florida the effects of the agitation does not

last long.

Just after leaving my fire there was a rush

and scramble in the scrub about a rod to the

right and five beautiful deer bounded away.

Before I got to the prairie I disturbed two
more. Noted also Meadow Larks, Red-cock-

aded Woodpecker, Yellow-winged Sparrow,

Ground Dove, Flicker, Brown-headed Nut-

hatch, Red-poll Warbler, Bluebird, Carolina

Dove, Towhee, Cardinal, Crow, Red-winged
Blackbird and Quail. Saw tracks of Turkey,

Otter, Raccoon, and Fox Squirrel.

Tiien came a long tramp over the open

prairie. Though only the 24th of March, the

day was intensely hot and the season had been

so dry that not a droj) of water was to be had.

But right out in the open I found a large flock

of Quail who ran before me down the dusty

track for probably quarter of a mile. Lai-ks,

Sand-hill Cranes and Caracara Eagles were
the only other birds seen, till suddenly out of

the ground popped up a little Owl. For a

minute or two he stood winking and bowing
at me and then took flight, 4rppi')ing again

about a hundred yards off. I carefully noted

the spot where he settled and then made my
()l)servations on his home. I found that he

had made a small clearing in the grass and
weeds about three feet across and begun his

burrow on the east side of it. A large mound
of earth and sand— about a peck and a half—
was loosely piled up and the hole extended
straight into the ground about two feet. I

followed him up and after the usual severe

race shot him. During the afternoon I visited

two old towns but found no inhabitants,

though signs of recent " house cleaning " were

plainly to be discerned. Quite late in the day
I found another town of three holes and while

digging in one that looked quite promising an
owl came from across the prairie and fiew

almost into my face. As she dodged off I

caught my gun and brought her down. She
had her mouth full of dry grass and was evi-

dently coming to the very hole I was digging

at, for on completing my excavations I found
quite a well-formed nest in the cavity at the

end of the burrow composed of the same kind

of grass that she held in her mouth. The
other two holes were in about the same stage

of completion and their tenants were in all

probability watching me despoil their homes
from some point of concealment not far away.

My inference is that the time to look for the

eggs of this species on the Kissimmee Prairie

is during the first half of April. Once find

what sort of ground the Owls like and plenty

of burrows can be discovered. And no one

can possibly confound them with the holes of

Skunks and Gophers. The habitations differ

almost as much as the inhabitants.

Walter Iloxie.

The Rough-Winged Swallow.

The Rough-winged Swallow is imputed as

rai'e in all places of its occurrence. However,

I believe it is of more general occurrence in

almost all i)arts than is thought, it being too

frequently overlooked or confounded with its

very near relative, the Bank Swallow.

Mr. J. L. Davison does not mention this bird

in his "List of Birds of Niagara County,

N. Y. ," while here in the adjoining county

(Orleans) it is a summer resident that may be

depended upon, and several sets of its eggs are

taken each season. This bird is so like the

Bank Swallow in every particular that the only

safe means of identification is the bird in the

hand. However, it may be identified when
flying towards one by an observation of its

throat and breast. The throat of the Bank
Swallow is white, and it has a black pectoral

band, wdiile the Rough-winged species has a

black or brownish throat and no such band on

tlie breast. The bird in the hand will reveal

the peculiarities from which it takes it name.

Although the sand bank, the home of the

Bank Swallow, is generally ascribed as the

nesting place of the Rough-winged, in this

locality at least, such is not the case as often

as otherwise. Hei-e, the favorite nesting place

of Serripennis seems to be in the crevices of
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tho stone work which forms tlie side of the

Erie Canal or the abutments to its bridges, or

in crevices of stone work in the vicinity of

any water, and I tliinlv that if tliose wlio are

seeking for tliis bird will look carefully about

such places in their locality they will find it

not uncommon there.

The nest is loosely composed of straw

(almost entirely), witli sometimes the addition

of some feathers. Tlie eggs are pure white,

and I find that tliey differ from those of the

Bank Swallow in at least two particulars.

First, they arc not so much pointed and may
be a trifle larger; and second, the number of

them is generally greater, the complete set

generally consisting of seven or eight eggs,

wliich are dei)Osited the last week in May.

The Rough-wingeil .Swallow does not arrive

from the South until tlie lust week in May,
and departs unnoticed in the fall.

Neil F. Poxtion.
Medina, N. Y.

Was the Change in the Common
Names Popular?

Tiirough tlie courtesy of Messrs. Estes ami
Lauriat, publisliers of Cones' "Key to Nortli

American Birds," to-day the most popular

work on American oriiitliology, we are enabled
to present to our readers good illustrations of

the four species tliat we iiave asked for a
vote on, a popularity of the cliange in tlieir

common names by the A.O.TT.

SNOW BUNTING. Full Summer Plumage.

TIIR VOTE OF S. K. I. TIIAVI'U.S TIIK KNTIIiK

f'OAST AND TIIK KCIIO IS AMEN.

Editor of O. A- O.:

I desire to say that when I ]i;m1 finished

reading the vote cast by S. H. 1. In the May
number in regard to tlie cli;uigiiig of the

ering twilight I softly whispered "Amen," and
closing the magazine I had just been reading
went (piietly into tlie house. For several good
reasons I wish to cast my vote in favor of the

old names. F. G. P.—ArcJier, Fla.

GRASS FINCH. BAY-WINGED BUNTING.

CAN AMKKirAN OltNI I IlOI.OfilS PS UK DltniOX

LIKE SUE EI'?

EilUnr of O. d- O. :

You seem to be in earnest about getting a

full vote on tlie (luestion of clianging common
names of birds. I'ut me down two for (lie

A.O.TT. against Mr. A. E. K. and wife. Tiie

(dieck-list will be good enough for my boy as

he will not have to unleaiu the old nnmcs. In

tlie Auk for July, ISS."), page ;{ 1(1, Mr. Ernest

E. Tlioinpsou, writing upon the subject of

revision of scientilic and })opular names by "the
committee" says: "There is no doubt that

scientific names are entirely in the hands of

scientists, but it seems to be overlooked tliat

popular names are just as coni])letely in the

hands of the jieople." Mr. Thompson writing

this in ISOO would not put the latter part of

the statement (jiiifc so strong'. On reading liis

article I said "them's my sentiments" and am
now barely over on tlie A.O.U. side. There is

no use "bucking" against such a team as the

Big Five, for wliether the changes are made
"on their own responsibility" or not they will

stiind. J.r.P.— T<v)).

FAVOr.S TUHEE OI.T) AND ONE NEW.

Editor of O. .t ().:

We are always willing to adopt anything

that is an improvement, b(^ it new or old We
think three of the new nanies are anything

but an improvement, but the fourth — Vesper
names of some of the birds, something liken, S])arrow— to us is decidedly more aiipropriatc.

smile stole over my face and there in the gaih-
|
Lake Huron has a thousand and one Bnys but
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none arc tlie color, size or shape of the Winj?,

of the Bay Win<^ Bunting. Vesper Sparrow is

not new. It is mentioned by Studer in 1878.

You may put us down with both feet on the

old name. [Tliis is the heaviest vote against

Bay AVino- Bunting.—Ed.]

We would like a photograph of the man that

coined " Diekcissel," as we think it would be

an attractive feature for the Chicago Fair in

'!)3.

MnftHharl,-.-PurkerJ)niftJ>,PaMl(linf/ Co., Ohio.

4
m^^i^.

:|fM^|^Pt
YELLOW-WINGED SPARROW.

A COMMUNICATION TO r,E CONSinKUED.

Editor of O. & O.:

It seems to me that the changes in names
made by the "Union" ai-e all good, with per-

haps one exception. It has been olijected to

the name "Dickcissel" that it is outlandish.

The same objection might be made to "Flick-

er" ; both these words arc onomatopoetic;

and, if Flicker is better than Golden-winged

Woodpecker, then Dickcissel is to be i^referred

to Black-throated Bunting. The same may be

said of the other terms adopted by the A.O.U.

Tliey are all improvements on the old names,

it a])pears to me, and ought to remain. They
are new and like all new words are not as

pleasing as those to which we are accustomed.

There is one change which perhaps it would

have been best not to make: lUtteo is rendered

by Hawk instead of Buzzard. Falco is trans-

lated Falcon; Accipiter means Hawk, and why
shoidd not Buteo be Buzzard as Professor

Coues has given it? They give us Buteo huteo,

European Buzzard. Why then should we not

have Buteo horealis rendered Red-tailed Buz-

zard?

There are some changes in names that

should be made because they are written in-

correctly according to Canon VIII of the

Union. Canon VIII says: "Proper names of

species and of sub-species or 'varieties' are

single words, simple or compound, preferably

adjectival or genetival, or taken as such, when
practicable agreeing in gender and number,

with any generic name with which they are

associated in binomial or trinomial nomencla-

ture, and written with a small initial letter."

In spite of this Canon VIII, we have C'occo-

thraustes vespertina. Is it not practicable that

the specific adjective here agree with Cocco-

thraustes a masculine noun? Coccothruvstes

is a Greek masculine noun, and by what

authority does the Latinized word become

feminine? Let the Union correct this solecism

and give us Coccothraustes ve.^pertimis. There

are other solecisms that could be mentioned

but too much of your valuable space has

already been taken up. IP. C. A.—Ala.

BLACK-THROATED BUNTING.

now WOULD IT DO TO DROP NAMES AND USE

NUMREIIS?

Editor of O. & O.

:

We both of us prefer the A. O. U. names to

the old ones, the former are as a rule shorter

and don't take up so much room on the tags.

JI. II. & C. S.B.—N.C.

"The changing of a common, well-known

name of a bird has nothing whatever to do

with the Scientiiic Nomenclature or arrange-

ment, and is a matter to be governed by a

general public opinion. Such an opinion can

only be obtained by hearing from all sections

of the country."



110 ORNITHOLOGIST [Vol. 15-:N'o. 7

My Large Set of Buteo lineatus.

After breakfast I put my traps in the biig^y,

Iiitcluul up the horse and started for a drive

np the river road. The road for three or four

miles is on tlie bank of the ITiulson river, and

for a pleasant drive on a summer's day it is

unequaied.

The morning I mention was a cool, wet morn-

ing the iirst week in May, ISOO. It had rained

the previous evening and the ferns and wild

flowers were coming forth and sparkling in the

morning sunshine.

Along the road I noticed several new-

arrivals: Warblers, Flycathers, and Catbirds,

and the Oriole's whistle came from the trees.

I drove along for about seven miles, and then

noticed a piece of woods about three hundred

yards from the road. It looked tempting, so

I pulled in close to the fence, jumped out, tied

and blanketed the horse. I then changed my
shoes for a pair of rubber boots, took my
climbers in one hand and my collecting box in

the other and started. I reached the woods

and foTUul the ground in some ])laces covered

with water, and in some places there was

about fourteen inches of nice, rich mud. Re-

gardless of mud or water I started to examine

some of the dead stubs the swamp contained.

The iirst find was a pair of Chickadees build-

ing a nest in a cavity in a rotten stump four

feet from the ground. The next find was a

Crow's nest which contained four young and

one egg.

A little further on I came across a Blue-

bird's nest in a dead stump in the midst of the

swamp, only three and a half feet from the

ground. It contained two fresh eggs. I left

these, and started along a fallen log when my
attention was attracted to a large Hawk com-

ing towards me. lie settled in a tree about

fifty yards ahead of me, and I identified him

as Buteo lineatuH, and made up my mind there

was a nest close by. I immediately began to

sear(!h for it and soon spied it in an ash tree

forty feet up. I sat down and buckled on my
climbers and started up, reached the nest and

looked over. It contained five eggs. One of

them was slightly dented. I rolled them up

in cotton and put them in a small bag, brought

tlnsin down, put them in my collecting box and

started for the wagon.

Before I reached the place where I had

left the horse it began to rain so I put my
climbers, collecting box, etc., in the wagon and

started for home. When I reached home I cut

away the fractured part of the broken egg and

removed the young bird. The egg would have

hatched in a day or two. The incubation was

not the same in all the eggs, but they were all

pretty well advanced, and I was puzzled

to know how I was going to remove

the embryos. I was soon struck with an

idea. I took the eggs and drilled a hole in

each of them and then arranged the spout of

a common squirt can on a three quarter-inch

garden hose, coupled the hose on a faucet and

turned on the water. In this way I forced out

all the blood and other matter except the

young bird itself. Then I filled the eggs u])

with water and let them stand three days. I

thought I would i)ut them on an ant hill so I be-

gan to shake out the water when lo! I shook out

young bird and all. They smelt pretty bad, but

I remedied this by filling them with lime water

and letting them stand for twenty-four iiours.

U. C. (JamphHU.
Lansinffbiu'ch, N. Y.

Records for Massachusetts.

TiiKCriii.KW Sandimpku AxCriATMAM, Mass.

—A $ specimen of the Curlew Sand[)i])er,

A. O. U. No. 244, was taken at Chatham,

Mass., August 20, ISS!). It was nearly in full

plumage. It is now in the collection of Gor-

don Plummer, Brookline, Mass.—[£"(?.

The Rovat, Tkkn at Chatham, Mass.—

A

$ specimen of the Iloyal Tern A.O.U., No. 0.5,

was taken at (Miatham, Mass., July 20, 1SS9.

At this writing it is at F. B. Webster's Nat-

uralists' Supply Depot.

—

[Ed.

The Kin« Eideii at Muskeget, Mass.—A
young $ King Eider, A. O. U. No. 102, was

killed at Muskeget Island, April 5, 1890.

Cordon Plumnun- records this specimen as

being killed by his i)arty, and is now in his

collection.

[Mr. Plummer has a fine collection of birds,

the result of a numl)er of years' collecting. In

addition to skins, he has paid particular atten-

tion to procuring moiuited specimens of the

game birds. They are carefully selected with

regard to plumage, and rei)resent the bent work

of our eastern taxidermists. Mr. Plummer is

a tluirough sportsnuui and knows when a bird

is properly mounted.—7'^/.]

The Pkothonotauy Wauuleu at Newton,
Mass.—On Thursday, -luiui 10, 1800, [ noted

a Prothonofary Warbler at Newton, Mass. On
the 20th I brought him home.—[F. IT. Ken-

nnrd.



July 1890.] AND OOLOGIST. Ill

Arlinoton Heights. Yellow-breasted Chat.

Arliiif^ton Heights. A specimen was taken June

Cth.—[ir. r. Iladley.

South Fiiamixguam.—One of your circulars

has the statement that you would like " par-

ticulars in taking rare specimens."

To-day's egging was rewarded by a "find"

of nest aiul four fresh eggs of the Golden-

winged Warbler, {Ilelinhithophnya cJmj.sojJtera),

and it seems to me that the bird is uncommon
enough, as a New England breeder, to make
an interesting item.

The female was flushed from her nest and

shot. The nest itself was placed at the base

of a few alder shoots (upright between the

stems), and at the edge of a low thicket of

new growtli oaks and maples in a very open

spot. Outwardly the cup-shaped nest was

loosely built with dead leaves and within of

coarse grasses and grape-vine bark, with a

lining of line, dry grasses. The resemblance to

the Yellow-throat's nest is complete.

The eggs are of the size of a Redstart's,

white, with small dots of reddish and a few

points of Vandyke brown, collected at the

larger end, but not forming a distinct ring.

I have found two sets of eggs of Guiraca

ludovicianus, one of Turdus muKteUnus, and a

nest of Black and White Creeper (to-day), with

three young and an egg ready to hatch, which

I saved in halves.

Have found an uncompleted nest of a Vireo

wliich, from its small size, I think must be the

Solitary (or 'blue-headed').

A set of five almost pure white Bluebird's

eggs (fresh) was a curiosity secured a few days

!''o*»'

—

[F. E. Coombs.

Wellesley. — A young Black-billed Cuckoo
{Cnccyzus erythroplhalrmiH) killed itself to-day

by ilying against a window pane of my room
after an lo moth which had just hatched out

and had crawled up the window to expand its

wings.

—

[Shelley W. Denton.
.Inly 4.

I have on three different occasions seen

the Grebe on her nest, and once my friend

raised his paddle to kill a bird on her nest,

but I stopped him, and the bird seemed to

slide off the nest and under the water. It

scarcely made a ripple.

At another time I ran on a nest that was
just hatching, and the Grebe ran away in the

grass (the nest was on the edge of a large

bog) and made a great fuss calling, etc.

The nests here are usually in the water,

loosely made of moss, grass, roots and mud,
and are about as large as a bushel basket, and

completely saturated with water, which woidd

prevent generating heat sufficient to hatch the

eggs.

Cantwell says completed sets are covered.

I never have noticed any difference in the

covering as nearly all are covered, but the eggs

can usually be seen through the covering. He
also says he has stood on the edge of

the marsh and could see three or four

nests.

In a day's collecting in a boat 1 have taken

ten nests and would probably travel five to

seven miles. I do not think 1 ever found two

nests nearer than twenty or thirty rods apart.

D. Hatch.
Oakflcld, Wis.

Further Notes on the Nesting of the

Ruby-Crowned Kinglet.

Nesting of the Thick-billed Grebe.

In tlie Feburary number of the O. & O.

there is an article on the nesting of the Thick-

billed Grebe by George G. Cantwell that does

not agree exactly with my experience with

that bird. There have been several articles

advocating the theory that the eggs were

hatched by the heat of the nest.

Yesterday I was to the woods all day hunt-

ing up above species. In knocking about I heard

a $ getting off that peculiar note of his, and

soon located the little chap; that done, I sat

down, lit a cigar, and waited for something to

turn up. In a little while the 9 came along

and by her actions I knew the nest was near,

and full of young, when I considered I had

the spot pretty well fixed I began to climb the

trees and in one hour and ten minutes I liad

the nest. It was as I expected, full of young,

and as near as I could make out the number

was nine. The nest was tlie prettiest one I

have yet found, being lined with Partridge

feathers, and placed o\\ the straight limb, about

twenty-five feet from the ground, and about

twenty inches out on the limb. This nest

I intend to take, with the young, also the other

one I have located, named in my last, and

mount the whole business with the old birds.

//. Austen.



112 ORNITHOLOGIST [Vol. 15-No. 7

THE

ornithologist#o6logist
A Monthly Map;azine of

NATURAL HISTORY,
ESPECIALLY DEVOTED TO THE STUDY OF

THEIR NESTS AND E(UiS,

and to the

INTERESTS OF NATURALISTS.
Under the Editorial Management of

FRANK B. WEBSTER,
J. PARKER NORRIS,
FRANK A. BATES,

Boston, Mass.

Philadelphia, Pa.

Boston, Mass.

PUBLISHED AT

FRANK B. WEBSTER'S
N A T U R A L I S T 8' SUPPLY DEPOT,

Boston, Mass., U. S. A.

The O. & O. is mailed each issue to every i>aid suh-

soriber. If you fail to receive it. notify us.

Brief Notes.

A pair of young Screech Owls, the first installment

to bur private menagerie, were in our possession barely

twenty-four hours before the male "ate up his female
mate."

On May 17, Wallace Homer found a nest of the

American Crow containing eight eggs.

The publisher of the O. & O. was pleasantly remem-
bered by receiving a graduation card from D. Frank
Keller of the Reading, Pa., High school. We receive

many tokens from our subscribers.

C. F. Newell has started for a collecting trip to the

West Indies.

C. J. Maynard is writing a popular work on
entomology.

Olver Davie writes that he expects to have fifty-four

full page illustrations to his new work on taxidermy
instead of fifty as advertised.

J. T. Park, Warner, Tenn., asks where can a copy of

The History of Lewis an<l Clark's Expedition be

obtained ?

VV. H. Foote's Semi-annual will soon be ready.

Our black snakes are undergoing the interesting pro-

cess of shedding their skins. It took one about two
hours to complete the operation. The old skin loosened

about the head, and it crawled out, since it has been

unusually lively. A lew days since when leaving the

office at niglit the last act was to let all four loose. On
returning the next morning our office Ijoy was found
in a state of consternation. The snakes are not the

mild creatures they were in cold weather. They tvill

strike in a vicious manner.

A pair of young foxes that were recently sent in to

us have liecome quite tame. They will allow the writer

to handle them, and are very playful.

One of our correspondants writes that he notices the
gingerly manner in which some express their opinion
on the (juestion of the change of the common names of

our birds. No one should hesitate to freely express his

opinion.

Raleigh, N. C. When snake meets snake and each
snake proceeds to swallow the opposite snake, begin-

ning with the rear anatomy, the result is a double back
action, hoop snake. S. R.

O. A. Jenkins, one of the leading Boston furriers, is

the most enthusiastic man in his line that we ever met.

He makes a speciality of obtaining rare freaks. Being
a near neighbor, whenever he gets anything fine he

usually drops in with it. A few days since he had some
extraordinary skins, a dozen skunk's, all of whi(di were
pale bufl' with a finely defined white V, so soft and
beautiful that it was hard to realize what they were;
two coon skins that were nearly black, and an otter of

a delicate buff. A jacket and muff' made of leopard skin

a few days since attracted a great deal of attention to

his windows.

GeorgeMorse, while driving thro^xgh Hudson, Mass.,

on .Tune 9, noticed a woodchuck crossing the road. It

ran up a white oak tree about 12 inches in diameter,

and located on the first limb about 15 feet from the

ground. He was unable to reach it with his whip and
resorted to stones, securing his game. We think that

it is unusual for that animal to climb a tree.

Onr reader.* must not be impatient on account of

the delay in ])ublishing articles. Remember that our
space is limited and lists especially have to be well

sandwiched.

The postman hands us a photograph of Geo. G. Cant-

well and a Rocky Mountain lion. You make a good
pair, accept our thanks.

We had a very pleasant call from W. O. Emerson,
who is on his way to Paris. Mr. Emerson showed us a

large series of sketches thut he has made of int«resting

features in his locality on the Pacific Coast. He left

with us a few choice sets of eggs t.aken by him person-

ally on the Farallone Islands.

June Sth, a Redheailed Nuthatch was oliserved at

Hyde Park, Mass.

A Yellow-throated Vireo is nesting on a Pine tree

quite close to a window at the residence of C. M. Ham-
mond, Hyde Park, Mass.

F. B. Webster's museum will be completed August 1.

J. M. Southwick, the well-known natural history

flealer, is recuperating at Rangeley I^akes, Maine.

If there is a sudden termination of brief notes it

will be the result of sporting glee of Harry Austen's

pet bear that we expect daily at our museum.

Raleigh, N. C, .Tune 7,1800: Season up to date rea-

sonably satisfactory. Among our most noteworthy
takes are nine sets of Yellow-throated Warbler, seven-

teen of Pine Warbler, four of Prairie Warbler, one

of Broad-winged Hawk, and one of Rough-winged
Swallow as well as sets of common species. Last

week we had two eggs brought to us which so

far as we could make out were Black Rail. We
took the first full i>liimaged J Baltimore Oriole we
had ever seen here this spring, our first female speci-

men of the Least Bittern, and also one Mountain
Solitary Vireo, but nothing else out of the common.

H. H. and C. S. Bnmley.
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Vol. XV. BOSTON, MASS., AUGUST, 1890. No. 8.

List of Birds Breeding in Marshall

County, 111.

No. Ci. Carolina Grebe (Podllymbus podi-

reps). Rare. E<^gs have been taken in this

founty, bnt I never took a set within the

limits.

Xo. 120. Double-crested Cormorant (Phal-

arrnrorax dllophnx). Rare. Formerly several

pairs nested in the heronry referred to in con-

nection with the American Egi-et, but now
none are known to nest within the limits of

the county, althou(>h live miles to the north

there is a tree bavin"" now six nests of this

species in it. fSincc writinir the above I have

discovered quite a large lot of these birds

nesting in the heronry referred to in connec-

tion with No. 194, and have taken many eggs.

No. 1:51. Hooded Merganser {Lophodytes

riiciillafux). Rare. I took one set of eleven of

the eggs of this species, and the young are

sometimes seen here.

No. 132. Mallard Duck (Anas hoschas).

Rare. Formerly a common breeder. One set

of eggs taken in 188S by a hunter of this town.

No. 189. Green-winged Teal (Anas caroli-

/iPi/.s/.s). Rare. Formerly, common breeder,

and now a rare one. I have never taken the

eggs of this species in the county but have

seen the young often.

No. 140. Blue-winged Teal (Anafi difirnrs).

Rare. The same remarks that apply to the

above apply to this species in toto.

Xi). 144. Wood Duck (Aix sponsa). Com-
nnin. A common summer resident nesting in

the river bottoms of the Illinois river.

No. 148. Scaup Duck (Ai/tlii/a inarila ne-

arrtic(i). Rare. One set taken here three

years ago by a hunter. I have never taken

the eggs in the county, but have very often

seen the downy young.

No. l.")0. Ring-billed Duck (J. 2/^/i2/c[ cottons).

Rare. I never saw a nest in the county, but

have frequently seen the young in nearly all

stages of plumage.

No. 172. Canada Goose (Branta canaderuns).

Rare. One set of eggs of this bird was found
here in this county in 1869 and the eggs taken

home and hatched. The young did well until

grown, when they left. A farmer named
Verney had them.

No. 191. Least Bittern (Botaitrus exilift).

Very rare. Eggs of this species have been
taken in this county, but not by the writer;

although I have taken many eggs in the

Snatchwine Swamp two miles north of the

county line.

No. 194. Great Blue Heron (Arden hero-

dlaft). Common. Formerly there was a large

heronry in this county composed of these

birds, the White Egret, Double-crested Cor-

morants and the like. There is now situated

on our south line of the county a large heronry

composed entirely of this species, a small part

of which extends north of the county line.

No. 190. White Egret (Ardea egretta).

Rare. Formerly inhabited the above heronry

and not now known to occur within the limits

of the county; however, there is a large her-

onry of these birds now situated about twelve

miles to the north of our north county line.

No. 201. Green Heron {Avdea vlrescens).

Formerly much more plentifulCommon,
than now.

No. 214

Common.
Sora Rail (Porzana Carolina).

I never took a set of the eggs of

this bird in the county, but have seen over

forty of the eggs that were taken in one day in

the county by Mr. D. B. Burrows. I saw them
the day they were taken.

No. 219. Florida Gallinule {Gallinula gal-

eata). Common. A common summer resident

here.

No. 221. American Coot {Fulica americana).

Common. Plentiful in this county as a

breeder.

No. 228. Woodcock (Philohela minor).

Copyright, 1890, by Frank B. Webster.
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Common. One set of eggs taken in April,

1888, wlien there was plenty of snow on the

ground.

No. 2()1. Bartram's Sandpiper {Bartramia

lonrilcaudd). Common. Plentiful in the iields

hereabouts.

No. 263. Spotted Sandpiper {Actitin macu-

laria). Common. Plentiful along the Illinois

river.

No. 278. Killdeer {JEgialitis vocifera).

Common. Nearly every pasture in the county

has its pair of these birds, and they are com-

mon along the river also.

No. 28i). Bob-white, Qnail (Colirms virgin-

ianux). Common. Tliese birds are increasing

here every year on account of the close enforce-

ment of the Game Laws.

No. 300. Huffed Grouse {Bonaaa uniheUus).

(/ommon. I never took a nest in the county,

but have seen eggs taken here, and have caught

the young that were only a day or so old.

No. 30"). Prairie Chicken {Ti/rnpamicus

ameriraniis). Common. The same remarks

that ai)ply to the Quail apply to this bird here.

No. 310. Wild Turkey {Meleagris gullopavo).

Rare. It is very doubtful if tliis bird now
breeds in this county. Formerly they were a

common breeder as is attested by all old

settlers. The writer has never seen a nest or

the young of this species within the connty,

but has killed the mature birds in this county

within the last five years.

No. 316. Mourning Dove {Zenaidura ma-

croura). Common. One of the commonest of

our summer birds.

No. 333. Cooper' sJIawk (Aceipiter ronpe.ri).

Rare. This bird is not a common breeder in

this county.

No. 337. Red-tailed Hawk (Buteo horealis).

Common. This is the commonest Hawk here.

No. 33!). Red-shouldered Hawk {linteo Ihi-

eatus). Very rare. I never knew of but one

nest of this bird in this county. Out of this I

secured one addled egg and a pair of the

young birds. These I raised to full maturity.

No. 342. Swainson's Hawk [Buteo swain-

soni). Very rare. I never knew of but one

nest in tlie county and that I secured. It was
located in a large elm tree in the river bottoms.

No. 343. Broad-winged Hawk (Buteo Idti.s-

simufi). Rare. Confined to the river bottoms.

No. 3r)2. Bald Eagle (Ifalia'ctus leucoreph-

altis). Rare. At the time of this writing,

1890, I do not know of a nest in the county.

Formerly there were four nests within our

borders. The last one had the tree cut in

1879 to secure the young birds. lu the spring

of 1888 the writer " went through " an Eagle's

nest oidy two miles north of the county line,

and there is now an occupied nest within six

miles of our north line.

No, 300, Sparrow Hawk (Falco sparverius).

Rare. I have never taken a set of their eggs

here but have seen them when nesting, the

nesting places being inaccessible.

No. 30(5. Long-eared Owl (yl.s/o ivilfioninmts).

Rare. I have only seen two nests of this bird

in this county.

No. 308. Barred Owl (Syryiium nehulosum).

Common. Confined almost entirely to the

river bottoms.

No. 373. Little Screech Owl (McgnNcops

asio). Rare. Very few of this species nest

with us here.

No. 387. Yellow-billed Cuckoo {Corci/zus

americanus). Tolerably common. This biid

is getting scarcer here every year.

No. 388. Black-billed Cuckoo (Corcyzus

erythropthalmiis). Common. Seems to prefer

the river bottoms for nesting.

No. 393. Hairy Woodpecker {Drj/ohatcx vil-

losris). Tolerably common. In this place this

species seems to nest most upon the river

bluffs and in the orchards.

No. 394. Downy Woodpecker (Dri/ohates

}nibescen><). Common. A common summer
resident, and one that escapes the notice of

most people.

No. 402. yellow-bellied Woodpecker (Sphy-

ra2)icufi vdrluti). Tolerably common. As a

breeder it is confined to the river bottoms so

far as my observation goes.

No. 400. Red-headed Woodpecker {Melan-

erpes erytltrorephalus). Al)undant. With tlie

exception of the Flicker this is our most com-
mon Woodpecker.

No. 409. Red-bellied Woodpecker {Mtlan-

erpe.s cnrolinufi). Rare. I bave never seen a

nest of this species in this county, l)ut have

seen eggs taken hereby a very reliable collector.

No. 412. Yellow-shafted Flicker (Cnlaptis

auratus). Abundant. Our most common
Woodpecker. Nests everywhere.

No. 417. Whip-poor-will (Antrostovmft vo-

cifcrus). Rare. Nests mostly upon tlie river

bluffs.

No. 420. Night Hawk {Chordeiles virgin-

/,'nu(.s). Common. Nests mostly in the river

valley.

No. 423. Chimney Swift {C/i(etur(t pchn/ii-d).

Abundant. Nests only in chimneys here-

abouts.

No. 428. Ruby-thioated Ilummingbird

{TrochiluH colubris). Common. The birds
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are coninion here in tlie suininer, but very few

of their nests are taken ])y the collectors of

this county.

No. 444. Kingbird {Tyrannus tyrannus).

Common. These birds do not seem to be very

particular as to their nesting site. I have

seen nests in liollow stumps, and in willow

trees not over six inches above the surface of

the water in the river.

No. 452. Crested Flycatcher (Myiarchus

crinit.Hfi). Common. Most plentiful in the river

bottoms.

No. 4')0. Pewee {Sayornis phcebe). Com-
mon. A. very common breeder here and nests

everywhere.

No. 4()1. Wood Pewee (Contopuft vlrens).

Most plentiful in the river bottoms.

No. 465. Acadian Flycatcher {Empidonax

acadlcus). Common. This bird seems to

have become much more plentiful here during

the last few years.

No. 4C}(^a. Traill's Flycatcher {Empidonax

pimillus tralllii). Rather common. Not as

plentiful as the preceding, and confined almost

exclusively to the orchards.

No. 4746. Prairie Horned Lark (Otocoris

nlpesfris pratlcola). Very common. Nests

very early. At the time of this writing, Feb-

ruary, 18!)0, I believe them to be nesting.

No. 477. Blue Jay (Cyanocltta cristata).

Common. Not nearly as plentiful as formerly.

No. 488. American Crow (Corvus ameri-

ranus). Abundant. The river bottoms are

literally alive with this mischievous rascal.

No. 4i)4. Bobolink {Dolichonyx oryzivorus).

Rare. Several sets taken in 1888 by a collector

here.

No. 495. Cowbird {Molothrits ater). Abun-

dant. I have taken the eggs of this bird in

this county in the nests of the following

species: A. O. U Nos. 508, 560, 598, 627, 624,

637, G77, 683.

No. 598. Red-winged Blackbird {Agelaius

phoeniceus). Abundant. Thousands of them
breed in the swamps of this county.

No. 501. Meadow Lark {Stimudla magna).

Abundant. Every field has several pairs.

No. 506. Orchard Oriole (Icterus spurius).

Common. This species is not so common here

as the next.

No. 507. Baltimore Oriole {Icterus galbula).

Abundant. Very common, and nests plenti-

fully in the town. On my way from my home
to the office, in the course of about a half-mile

walk, I pass every day the deserted nests of

five pairs of this bird.

No. 511. Purple Grackle {QnisraluH rjuii^-

ciila). Common. Most plentiful upon the

uplands.

No. 511&. Bronzed Grackle {Qitiscalus quis-

cula ceneus). Common. Restricted as a

breeder to the river bottoms.

No. 529. American Goldfinch {Spinus tris-

i/.s). Abundant. On account of the late

breeding of this .species it is known as a breeder

here, only to the collectors of the county.

No. .540. Vesper Sparrow, Grass Finch {Po-

cecetes gramineus). Common. A bird little

known here except to the collector.

No. 546. Grasshopper Sparrow, Yellow-

winged Sparrow {Ammodramus savannariim

passerinus). Common. Not as common here

as the preceding.

No. 552. Lark Sparrow {Chondestes gram-

macun). Rare. Frequents the road sides

mostly.

No. 560. Chipping Sparrow {Spizella soci-

alis). Common. Not near as plentiful as a

few years ago.

No. 563. Field Sparrow {Spizella pusilla).

Common. A common summer resident, and

one that breeds from about the first of April

to the first of September.

No. 581. Song Sparrow {Melospizafasciata).

Very rare. One set of the eggs of this bird

was taken in this county in 1888 by Burrows.

None others ever taken in the county that I

know of.

No. 587. Towhee {Pipllo erythropthabnus).

Common. Usually nests very early in the

spring here.

No. 595. Rose-breasted Grosbeak {Ilabia

ludoviciana). Rare. Formerly quite a com-

mon breeder, but rare of late years.

No. 598. Indigo Bunting {Passerina cyanea).

Common. One of the common summer resi-

dents of this county. Usually frequents the

road sides.

No. 604. Black-throated Bunting {Spiza

americana). Common. Every field is full of

this bird.

No. 608. Scarlet Tanager (Plranga erytho-

melas). Rare. While this bird is a resident

of this county in the summer it is very

seldom that the nest is taken, as they are

scarce.

No. 610. Summer Redbird {Piranga rubra).

Very rare. There has been but one nest of

this species taken in the county, that I know
of, and that was in 1879 by the writer.

No. 611. Purple Martin (Progne subis).

Common. This bird now has to share his

home here with the common English Sparrow,

I am sorry to say.



116 OROTTHOLOGIST [Vol. W-No. 8

I
No. G12. Cliff Swallow {Petrochelidon luni-

froHf!). Abundant. Large colonies of this

bird nest every year in this county.

No. 618. Barn Swallow {Chelidon errjthro-

gaster). Common. Getting more plentiful of

late years.

No. ()14. Tree Swallow {Tarhyrinrta hi-

enlor). Abundant. This bird is very plenti-

ful here, and is, so far as its bi-eeding is con-

cerned, confined to the river bottoms, where in

the course of a day's collecting at the height

of the season one can secure many dozens of

nests.

No. 010. Bank Swallow {Clivicola rlparla).

Abundant. There are several large colonies

of this bird in this county.

No. 017. Rough-winged Swallow (Stelf/i-

dnptcryx xcrripcnniK). Rare. A few of these

bii'ds nest every year here.

No. 019. Cedar Bird {AiupcUs cpdronnn).

Tolerably common. Formerly this bird was
very common but of late years it seems to give

us the go by as a breeder.

No. iS22ii White-ruraped Shrike {Lanius

ludoiiirianu>i excuhiforideft). Tolerably com-

mon. Not a very common summer residenthere.

No. 024. Red-eyed Vireo (Vireo nlivaceus).

Common. This beautiful songster is one of

the common residents of our woods in the

summer.

No. 027. Warbling Vireo (Virpo (/ili-us).

Common. Plentiful both upon the upland and

in the river swamps.

No. 028. Yellow-throated Vireo (Vireo

flavifrons). Rare. As a breeder it seems to

be confined 1o the bluffs along the river valley.

No. 0;]1. White-eyed Vireo (Vireo novehora-

cenms). Very rare. One set of the eggs of

this species taken here in 1888. I never saw
the nest of this bird in the county.

No. Oo7. Prothonotary Warbler (Prof/iono-

iiirUt citrca). Abundant. Restricted to the

river swamps where it is the most abundant

bird.

.\o. 0;]9. Worm-eating Warbler (Ilehnln-

thcrns vprmivorus). Very rare. One set of

f(uir eggs taken in .Tune, 1888, by a collector

living here.

No. 041. Blue-winged Yellow Warbler (//r /-

mintlioph'ila j)imis). Very rare. Formerly

they were more common but never were plen-

tiful as a breeder. I have not seen the nest of

this bird in the last four years, but previous to

that time used to occasionally lind one.

No. 652. Yellow Warbler (Dcndmlfd (CNfira).

Abundant. Orchards, and everywliere else,

full of the nests of this sj^ecies.

No. 659. Chestnut-sided Warbler (Bendroica

jyennsylvanica). Rare. Prefers the swamps
of the river to nest in.

No. 677. Kentucky Warbler (Geothlyph for-

mom). Common. This bird is unusually

plentiful here.

No. 081. Maryland Yellow-throat (Gcotlily-

p/s- trirh(is). Abundant. Nests all over the

county.

No. 088. Yellow- breasted Chat (Icteria

viren.'<). Common. Usually selects as a nesting-

place some brushy nlace on the river bluffs.

No. 087. American Redstart (Seiophaya

rutic'dla). Abundant. In this county this

species is confined to the Illinois river valley.

No. 704. Catbird (Galeosroptes carol inmsi.s).

Abundant. Breeds in all parts of the county.

No. 705. Brown Thrasher (Ilarporhynr/ins

riifus). Common. Breeds in all parts of the

county where suitable nesting places can be

found.

No. 721. House Wren (Troglodytes a'don).

Abundant. Breeds all over the county, but

most common in the river bottoms, where it is

very plentiful.

No. 725. Long- billed Marsh Wren (Ci-fo-

tJiorus pai!i.siri.s). Rare. Very common ten

miles north of here in the Snatchwine swamp.
Several nests have been taken in this ct)unty

by different collectors.

No. 727. White-breasted Nuthatch (siffo

('(iridhie)isiN). Tolerably common. Sevei ;il

sets of eggs of this species, one of nine eggs,

taken here of late yeais. I never took a set in

the county.

No. 785. Black-capped Chickadee (Partix

atrlcapUlns). Cominon in the ssvamps. Not
common elsewhere.

No. 755. Wood Thrush (Tnrdiift jinisfcHniis).

Common. Most plentiful in the timber of and

bordering the Illinois river valley.

No 750. Wilson's Thrush (I'urdtis ftiscen-

cens). Very raie. On May 80, 1889, I found

a single egg of this species in the nest of a

Summer Yellowbird. There is no doubt as to

the identify of the egg. It is the only egg

ever found in the county that I know of,

although I have seen the birds here in the

breeding season.

No. 701. American Robin (McriiUi mli/ra-

toria). ('oinmon. There is not one thiif

breeds here now where ten years ago there

were five.

N'o. 70(i. Bluebird (Sialiii .s/r(//.s). Common.
This is a common breeder here all over the

county. li- ^V. litirtie.s.

Lacon, Illinois.
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Nesting of the Blue-Winged Yellow

Warbler in Delaware Co., Pa.,

in 1890.

On the 27tli of May, 1890, I started out with

the hope of findinj:; some Warhlers' eggs. It

had been raining very hard all the afternoon

and evening of the previous day, and tramping

through tlie wet woods was by no means a

pleasant task. Every few minutes I would

strike my head on a branch and a shower of

rain drops would run down my neck.

For hours I tramped over hillsides in several

woods without finding anything,—not a single

nest save an old one of the Worm-eating

Warbler. After I had been looking for four

or five hours I heard a pair of Blue-winged

Yellow Warblers acting as if they had a nest.

I looked all over the Jiillsides where I heard

them, and also at the top of tlie hill for at

least twenty minutes without success. Then
I thouglit possibly if I laid down for a time

the female mighr, return to her nest. It was
tiresome work waiting, however, for the birds

were very wary and disposed to regard me as

an unwelcome intruder in their neighborhood.

At last, however, all was quiet, and I resumed
my search, this time entirely at the top of the

hill (for I had about made up my mind that

the nest was somewhere at the top of the hill)

but still without success. This was rather

discouraging as I had ap])arently looked thor-

oughly over every available spot where the

nest might be.

There still remained a small piece of woods,

howi'ver, divided by a fence from where I had

been looking and on the edge of a large field.

As a sort of forlorn hope I crossed this fence

and had taken but four or live steps when I

Hushed the female, and, looking down, right at

my feet was the nest, which contained five

eggs.

It was placed at the foot of a small sapling,

and the bottom of the nest rested on the

ground, though not embedded in it. It was
not more that fifteen yards from the field I

mentioned before, and was a beautiful structure

composed externally of leaves and grape-vine

bark, lined with fine dried grass, and a little

horse-hair. It was a trifie smaller than the one

found by me last year (which also contained

five eggs, whicli seems to be the usual number)
although made of exactly the same materials.

The eggs were quite heavily marked for spec-

imens of this species, and were about five days

incubated. As the set I found on the 29th of

May, 1889, was about seven days incubated

it shows how very regular the birds are about
laying. It seems to make little difference

whether it is a backward spring or not the

birds lay just the same and are apparently

not in the least influenced by the weather.

A curious thing I have noticed about the

Warblers' nests I have found, is their apparent

preference for the edge of a woods rather than

in the centre.

While I was packing up the eggs the birds

made quite a noise, the female in particular

coming to within five yards of me and uttering

plaintive cries.

Although I was very wet and tired I felt

well satisfied with the result of my day's

tramp, for they are very rare birds in this

locality. J. P. Norris, Jr.

Philadelphia.

The White-Bellied Nuthatch
Friend of the Farmer.

At this time of the year when the cocoons

of Mie tent caterpillar are to be seen on every

farm the Wliite-bellied Nuthatch is i^articu-

larly useful, destroying as it does large num-
bers of these cocoons. Tearing them from

their fastenings they drag them along the

rough bark of the tree until they catch, then

pulling at them, and in this way tear off all the

outer covering of the chrysalis, which they

devour with apparent relish. These together

with the numerous other insects which go to

make up their daily food jiarticularly recom-

mend them for protection on the farm.

S. R. Ingersoll.
Ballston Spa, N. Y.

Two Broods Raised in the Same Nest

by Pewee.

On May 4th I discovered a nest of the Pewee

upon the top of one of the blinds of our house,

and upon investigating found it contained two

eggs, later on it contained four. These were

hatched, and in due time the young birds left

the nest. On July 4th I noticed the bird again

on tlie nest and upon examining found one egg

and a young bird just hatched.

Is it usual for the Pewee to rear two broods

in the same nest without repairing the same?

S. R. Ingersoll.

Ballston Spa, N. Y.
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A Series of Eggs of the Worm-
Eating Warbler.

No wlierc else has the Wovm-eating Warbler

(Helmitherus vermivorus) been found breeding

so abundantly as in Chester County, Pennsyl-

vania; and singularly enough all the eggs of

this bird which have been found there have

been taken by Messrs. Thomas H. Jackson

and Samuel B. Ladd; and it is to the labors of

these very proficient and indefatigable collec-

tors that oologists have become well ac-

quainted with eggs that were formerly

exceedingly rare.

Mr. H. K. Jamison found two or three sets

of eggs of this Warbler in the neighborhood

of Manayunk, Pennsylvania; and Mr. Isaac 8.

Keiff has found a like number of sets in Bucks

County, Pennsylvania; but with the exception

of these all the recorded eggs of H. vermivorus

that have been taken in that State were col-

lected by Messrs. Jackson and Ladd.

It is not claimed that the series now before

me, and described below, contains all their

types of coloration and sizes, but it exhibits

all but the rarest phases.

Set 1. June 7, 1889. Chester County, Penn.

Collected by Samuel B. Ladd. Nest made of

dry leaves, and lined with hair moss, under a

small bush. Four eggs, incubation begun.

Uglit creamy white, profusely speckled with

cinnamon-rufous and a few markings of pearl

gray. Near tlie larger ends the specks are

much heavier and closer together: .()Sx.56;

,67 X .5(3; .66 x .52; .63 x.55.

Set II. June 3, 1889. Chester County,

Penn. Collected by Samuel B. Ladd. Nest

made of dry leaves, lined with hair moss, on

ground at foot of beech tree. Four eggs, in-

cubation advanced. Light creamy white, i)ro-

fusely speckled with cinnamon-rufous and

lavender-gray. At the larger ends the mark-

ings are much closer together: .68x.5i;

.(*)9x.5;3; .70x.55; .69x.54. This set contains

a Cowbird's egg.

Set III. June 5, 1888. Chester County,

Penn. Collected by Thomas II. Jackson.

Nest of dry leaves lined with hair moss, near

the summit of a steep hillside, in tliick, iieavy

timber, in a dark and secluded ravine, with

stream of water flowing at base of iiill. Mr.

Jackson says: ''The bird sat very close, and I

could have caught her on the nest. Tbe latter

was entirely concealed, excepting in front, by

a small laurel bush. The nest was bedded in

a hollow scratched by the bird. A thick mass

of dry leaves lay around, of wliich tlie nest

seemed to be a part until it was taken out."

Five eggs, incubation commenced. White,

speckled and spotted with chestnut and a few
specks of lavender-gray. On four of the eggs

the markings are very much heavier at the

larger ends, but on the fifth the markings are

much lighter: .68 x. 55; .68x.55; .69x.54;

.68X.53; .68x.5-I.

Set IV. June 27, 1889. Chester County,

Penn. CVdlected by Samuel B. Ladd. Nest of

dry leaves, lined with hair moss, on ground,

under low busli. Tliree eggs, incubation

slight. White, speckled with chestnut and a

few markings of lavender-gray, the markings
being heavier near the larger ends: .70x.55;

.73x.56; .73x.55. Two Cowbird's eggs were
found with this set.

Set V. June 3, 1889. Chester County,

Penn. C^jllected by Samuel B. Ladd. Nest of

dry leaves lined with hair moss, on ground,

under a broken limb. Six eggs, incubation

begun. White, speckled uniformly wii.h hazel

:

.67X.54; .(>Sx.53; .68x.53; .6Sx.53; .70x.53;

.69 X .53.

Set VI. June 6, 18b7. Chester County.

Penn. Collected by Samuel B. Ladd. Nest of

dry leaves, lined with hair moss. On level

ground, at top of a hill. Five eggs, incubation

begun. Wliite, spotted with hazel all over the

surface, but a little more heavily near tlie larger

ends: .70x.54; .71x.55; .70x.55; .7lx..56;

.73X.56.

Set VII. June 9, 1888. Cliester County,

Penn. Collected by Samuel B. Ladd. Nest of

dry leaves, lined with hair moss, under fallen

limb where leaves had drifted. Five eggs,

incubation far advanced. White, speckled,

more heavily at the larger ends, with hazel:

.69X.49; .70x.51; .68x.50; .69x.50; .68x.50.

Set VIII. June 7, 1889, Chester County,

Penn. Collected by Samuel B. Ladd. Nest of

dry leaves, lined with hair moss, on grcnind

under a poplar sprout. Five eggs, incubation

commenced. Wliite, speckled and spotted

with hazel. At the larger ends the markings

are heavier: .69x.49; .6)x.48; .(iSx.50.

.65X.49; .65 x .48.

Set IX. June 7, 1889. Chester County,

Penn. Collected by Samuel B. Ladd. Nest of

dry leaves, lined with hair moss, under a

blackberry biisli, in a slight cavity in tlie

ground. Six eggs, incubation begun. White,

uniformly spotted all over the surface with

hazel: .73x.51; .72x.51; .71 x .51 ; .73 x .51

;

.73 X .52; .71 X .52.

SetX. June 5, 1889. Chester County, Penn.

Collected by Thom.is H. Jackson. Nest of
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dry leaves, lined witli hair moss, on a steep

hillside slopin<^ to a creek, beneath a tuft of

laurel wliich overhung" and partially concealed

it. Mr. Jackson says: "The female was very

tame, and allowed me to approach within two

feet of the nest before leaving it, and then

fluttered on the ground at my feet. The nest

was situated on the side of a thickly wooded
ravine, with a thick growth of laurel and other

undergrowth." Five eggs, incubation begun.

Li^ht creamy white, profusely speckled with

chestnut, and a few specks of lavender-gray.

Near the larger ends the markings are much
heavier: ()i)x.54; .TOx.54; .Tlx.oo; .(i9x.54;

.()Sx.r)3.

Set XI. June 27, 1889. Chester County,

Penn. Collected by Samuel B. Ladd. Nest

of dry leaves, lined with hair moss, on ground

under a small bush. Four eggs, incubation

begun. White, uniformly spotted all over the

surface with hazel : . 00 x . 54 ; . 60 x . ")4 ; . T-) x . 54

;

Set Xri. June 80, 188U. Chester County,

Penn. Collected by Samuel B. Ladd. Nest

of dry leaves, lined with hair moss, on ground

under a small bush. Four eggs, incubation

begun. White, thickly spotted and speckled

with chestnut and a few markings of lavender-

gray. Near the larger ends the markings are

much heavier, and on one of the eggs they

form an indistinct wreath: .OOx.50; .67x.51;

.OOx.51; .69X.52.

Set XIII. May 10, 1889. Iredell County,

North Carolina. Collected by R. B. Mc-

Laughlin. Nest of dry leaves, lined with hair

moss, on ground on a steep hillside. This set

is interesting on account of coming from North
Carolina, and also as showing that thejbirds

choose exactly the same materials for their

nest in that State that they do in Pennsylvania.

Four eggs, incubation begun. White, heavily

speckled, principally at the larger ends, with

chestnut, and a few markings of lavender-gray.

On one of the eggs the markings are so close

together at the larger eiul that they almost
become confluent: .65x.51; .05x.52; .05x..54:

.or)x.52.

Set XIY. May 30, 1888. Chester County,

Penn. Collected by Thomas H. Jackson.

Nest of dry leaves, lined with hair moss, sunk
into ground, on steep hillside, under a bunch
of laurel. Four eggs, fresh. White, thickly

speckled and spotted with hazel, and a few
markings of lavender-gray. Near the larger

ends the markings form wi-eaths on three of

the eggs: .07 x .51 ; .00 x.54; .0() x.51 ; .07 x .51.

Set XV. June ?,, 1889. Chester County,

Penn. Collected by Samuel B. Ladd. Nest
of dry leaves, lined with hair moss, on ground
under a bush. Five eggs, incubation com-
menced. Light creamy white, profusely

speckled with hazel and a few markings of

lavender-gray. Near the larger ends the

markings are much heavier: .68 x .56; .70 x .56;

.07x.55; .04x.52; .65 x.54.

Set XVI. May 30, 1888. Chester County,
Penn. Collected by Thos. H. Jackson. Nest
of dry leaves, lined with hair moss, on ground,
under a small dogwood tree, growing on a

hillside. In a very dark, rocky part of the

woods, near a stream. Five eggs, incubation

advanced. White, very heavily speckled, but
principally at the larger ends, with chestnut

and a few markings of lavender-gray. The
markings are so close together that they are

almost confluent: .77x.55; .74x.50; .72x.55;

.72X.50; .73x.5e.

Set XVII. May 31, 1880. Chester County,

Penn. Collected by Thomas H. Jackson.

Nest of dry leaves, lined with hair moss. Mi-.

Jackson says: "The nest was situated on a

steep hillside, in woods, at the root of a small

hickory tree about a hundred feet from a

stream. The birds were very tame and
showed great alarm at my presence." Six

eggs, incubation begun. White, profusely

speckled with chestnut and lilac-gray. Near
the larger ends the markings are so heavy

that they partially obscure the surface:

.07 x.54; .05X.55; .05x.55; .66x.56; .64x.53;

.09X.53. J.P.N.

European Goldfinch Breeding in

Massachusetts.

I had brought in to me for identification a

nest and five eggs and female of the European

Goldfinch, in July. It was found in the north

part of the city by a young collector, and is

the first find of the kind for this county, I

think. The nest was placed in an apple tree

about seven feet from ground, made of grass,

quite bulky, and lined with hair, thread,

feathers and vegetable fibre. Eggs, pale

green with a few spots and streaks of brown

mostly on large end, and averaged .72x.50.

About two weeks later my boy, while out in

another section of the city, saw one of the

same birds flying over, and making a good

shot secured it, this one also proving to be a 9 •

Chas. K. Beed.

Woreester, Mass.
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Off for Newfoundland.

Homer Bi<;clow left Boston in Jnne on tlie

steamer Halifax. After a pleasant sail of

thirty-six liours he arrived at Halifax, Nova
Scotia, the only exciting feature of the trip

being a prolonged struggle between him and

Neptune in which he claims to have come
within a mile of winning, not giving in till he

reached the harbor, and we are inclined to

credit that to the effects of the first sight of the

giddy Red Coats on the dizzy heights of " The
Citadel." In his second letter dated iSt.

Johns, (Newfoundland, lie writes :

" I arrived here after abeautiful voyage. The
vessel rollicked and played on the waves which

ran mountains high. The steamer was
freighted witli cattle and the quarters close. I

met a gentleman who, having overheard me in

conversation, gave me considerable informa-

tion, and ended by informing me of the where-

abouts of John C. Cahoon. I had said nothing

about eggs, but he whispered gently in my ear,

sweet and low, 'going after eggs, ain't you?'

Hovv was that for mind reading?"

He refers to seeing tremendous icebergs

which he felt inadequate to describe.

He had no difficulty in passing his goods

through the customs, they being merely of a

personal nature:

His third letter, June lOth, was dated. Pla-

centia. He writes: ''After leaving St. Johns I

took the train for this point. Oh what a

country! Nothing but rocks and mountains,

scrub oaks, pines and cedars and very little of

them. If after the Lord had made the

world he had tossed the refuse in a pile it

woidd not have made a better Newfoundland.
Well, on arriving at Placentia I asked during

conversation if any hunters or collectors had

been here? They immediately said 'Oh,

yes, Cahoon, the Bird Island man is here

now.'

" I secured a Fish Hawk and Great Black-

l)ackedGull; the latter measured (M\y, inches

tip to tip, and the plumage was white as snow,

except, of course, back and wings." In closing

he writes that he finds the people very hospit-

able, none being excelled by Mr. Jonas Barter

and his good wife, with whom he is stopping.

Cahoon liad just left; although he started

a hmg time since, he was very much delayed

by the failure of his baggage to arrive, it be-

ing sent by freight.

Mr. Bigelow will take notes during his trip,

the above being extracts from letters to his

mother.

Why Cahoon is Known as the Bird Island
Man :

—

DARING ACT
Of American Ornithologist at

Bird Island.

HE SCALES A PERPENDICULAR CLIFF THREE HUN-

DRED FEET HIGH.

Shuddering Fishermen Lean on Their

Oars

And Witness the Dangerous Ascent. — MUlinvs

of nirds.

A daring feat was accomplished at Cape
St. Mary's a few days ago by an American or-

nithologist, Mr. J. C. Cahoon. Not far from

the lighthouse is an island, commonly called the

Bird Island, where different kinds of our sea

birds come to breed. This gentleman, wish-

ing to procure the different species for his

collection, determined to scale it. It is about

oOO feet high and perpendicular for about 200

feet.

On the morning of the 10th of July he com-
menced the ascent. Quite a number of men
from the fishing boats, hearing that he was
going up, collected there to see him, for they

were under the impression that it could not be

done, as two men had already been killed in

trying to ascend it. But tliey say that about

forty years .ago one man, an Englishman by

the name of West, went up and came down
again. They, however, can give no proofs of the

truth of this story. Having divested himself of

part of his clothing— his boots and socks—"-he
started to climb. There was nothing for him
to catch hold of in some places but the dev-

ices and splits in the face of the cliff. It made
every one shudder ro see him slowly making
his way to the top, holding on to nothing as

it seemed — loose rocks tumbling down be-

hind him with an echo as loud as thunder.

He took his gun with him and a small rope,

which was lent to him by J. F. McOrath, Escj.,

who was at Golden Bay at the time and kindly

manned his boat, took him out to the island,

and (lid all in his power to help him in his

ascent. To get the ro])e up he took with him

a ball of small twine, which was fastened to
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the end of the rope. He would climb up

twenty or thirty feet, then haul up the rope

to him, and so on until lie reached the top.

When lialf way up he fonnd that his gun was
too lieavy for liim and only endangered his life,

so he lowered it down by means of a rope, and

in its place took a club to ward off any attack

of tlie birds. One i^lace he passed over was
very dangerous. He could get no secure foot-

ing at all, but he found it was safer for him to

go ahead than to come back. Eacli of his feet

were resting on loose rocks, which were ready

to fall, and the same may be said of his hands.

With death staling him in tlie face, he was
quite cool and collected, talking with the men
below. He is a man of splendid nerve power.

CJarefully making place for liis liands and feet,

by pulling away the moss and scraping away
the loose stones in the crevices, he made his

way up until he reached the top, which he

accomplished in one hour from the start. I

may state with truth that there are millions

of birds there. It was well worth looking at

to see their surprise and confusion when they

saw liim— craning their necks and flapping

their wings. With his club he could kill as

many as he cared to. They would not get out

of liis way. At one time they rose in a cloud

so thick that he was nearly knocked off the

top, some of them coming so close as to strike

liis head with tlieir wings. He only held his

ground by stooping and using his club. To
get the birds and eggs (of which he found

thousands) down, he used the rope which he

took u}) with him— the men hauling from

below.

Close beside this island, and running out

towards it, is a jjoint of land about 10 feet

liigher than the top, about 100 feet distant,

and about 20 feet wide on top. Mr. Thos.

Cornick of the liglithouse department, who is

there doing some repairs to the lighthouse

tower, and who was standing and watching

the a.scent, suggested that, instead of lowering

the basket down the clilY, it might l)e brought

across tlie chasm between the point and the

island by means of a fishing line thrown from
this point to it. This was done, and as many
birds as were wanted were hauled across in

tliis way. Quite a number of live young birds

were sent over by tying them on a string by
the legs. Having got all that he wanted, the

greatest task was yet to be accomplished —
that of descending— the danger being tliat

the loose rocks would tumble down and kill

liim as he went, which he intended doing by
means of tlie rope which he took up, but in

another spot, as where he ascended was too

dangerous a place to descend. Mr. Cornick

thought that instead of going down he might
be brought across from the top by means of

ropes, if Mr. Cahoon felt willing to trust him
to do so. He being perfectly satisfied to come
that way, a small rope was passed across (by

means of the fishing, line before spoken of) to

make a strap to go around a rock on the

island, and also some canvas to " serve " the

places where the straj) touched the rock.

Having got his ropes, which he was using at

the tower, and which were quite new and
perfectly safe, the end of one tackle-fall was
sent across and passed through a block (which

was made fast to the strap around the rock)

and tlien brought across again and knotted

together. Another strap was sent to him to

go around his body, so that he could fasten

himself to one part. All being in readiness,

he was asked if he thought everything was
safe. Expressing himself satisfied, the fisher-

men were arranged so that some could slack

out on one part and some haul across on the

other, W^hen he started to come he took hold

of the part that was running from him to

guide himself. When half way across, fear-

ing he might become exhausted before reaching

the other side, he shouted to the men on the

cliff to hold firm the vope, and loosening his

hokl he dropped a distance of 20 feet, the rope

around his body checking his fall and saving

him from instant death on the rocks 300 feet

below. He was then quickly drawn on to the

cliff, and was at once surrounded by a crowd
of sympathetic friends and fishermen, who
lustily cheered and shook hands, knowing
that it had indeed been a narrow escape for

the daring young ornithologist.

—

[St. John's

Evening Telegram^ July, 1889.

Wanderings, No. 8.

Again has come the unrelenting command
of "ye editor-in-chief," " Coi^y for the printer

to-morrow morning, and not too scientific

either." And although my brain is filled

from "morn till dewy eve" with Latin names
and scientific corresi)ondence I must throw

them aside and rack my thinking machine for

something "interesting."

So now, as I sit here in my easy chair, with

tro])liies of many wanderings bedecking floor

nnd wall, my eyes are attracted by a beautiful

set of antlers of the Woodland Caribou, pre-

sented me during a trip to the province of
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Nova Scotia by Maj. Thos. Egan of the Hal-

ifax Rifles, a naturalist, a keen sportsman, a

fine shot, and hence, of course, a good fellow;

and my mind turns toward the memory of an

outing taken in his company, and as his guest,

the thoughts of which will be long in fading

from my memory, and I only hope that as his

eyes scan these lines he too will be able to

say, "That was a great day."

I had spent about a week in exploring the

vicinity of Halifax, and one afternoon was

sitting in Mr. Egan's place of business when I

was saluted with, "Bates, how would you like

a day at Tliree Fathom Harbor?" Now it did

not take me over two seconds to make up my
mind, and accordingly the next afternoon

found us sitting behind a stout little nag with

the spires of Halifax fast fading in the distance.

My eyes were kept busy with the ever-changing

scenery which opened up views of lake, sea-

shore and foiest, in never-ending succession.

Here was a chain of lakes stretching away in

the distance, an exploration of whose shores

wouUl disclose sjjots which would make the

weary heart of tlie city denizen open up like a

rose before the morning sun; and just beyond

a view of the broad ocean which would make
an artist tlirow down liis brush in despair

because he could not approach its beautiful

reality, and farther on the road wound thiough

dense forests of spruce, wliose desolate quiet-

ude would cause one's blood to run in icy

channels from the heart.

From amidst these varying scenes we sud-

denly came out upon a lone house perched

upon a bluff, ascending which we could h)ok

down upon the ocean, glimmering in tlie rays

of the setting sun, and reflecting the shadows
of the myriads of gulls and other water-fowl

which sailed above or floated upon its surface.

The ride of about twelve miles had given us

good appetites for the supper wliich soon

awaited us, and after a walk we sought our

beds, to wake only when tlie first rays of tlie

morning sun shone in at the windows.

An early start and a drive of a few miles

brought us to our destination, and we soon

had our cartridges in our vests and with our

guns umler our arms were ready for the day's

work.

A boy being dispatched for a boat, we
wended our way to the beach, and Dame For-

tune smiled upon the stranger with a Ring-

neck (A. O. U. No. 275) which fell to the

crack of the Parker, and "First blood for tlie

Yankee" was proclaimed.

On the arrival of the boat we made for Shut-

in-Island, bagging a small Scoter on the

way.

Say, Tom, how many shots did it take to

bag that duck?

At the island we found the Sandpipers (No.

242) very plentiful, and mingled with them
were a few Semi-palmated (No. 246). Hun-
dreds could have been shot in a few moments,
but a few satisfied us.

Then "Canada" got amongst the Bona-

l^artes (No. GO) and secured a few, and while

retrieving these, a sharp whistling was heard

and a small flock of Turnstones (No. 288)

pitched on to the rocky beach beyond. It was
now creep and crawl, and every blade of grass

and hillock of sand was eagerly sought as a

refuge. Patient work brouglit its reward, and
three birds fell to my comjianion's gun, none

coming my way.

No more "large birds" came to hand, and
tiring of shooting "Peeps" we took tlie boat

and rowed up the harbor.

A shot at a gull brought it wounded upon

the flats, and before a "quietus" could be

given it, its cries had attracted a large flock,

and two more fell victims to the greed for

specimens, which subsequently proved to be

probably Ring- bills (A. O. IT. No. 54) in young

plumage.

I am informed by friends in Halifax that

this is a soniewliat unusual occurrence, and

JVir. Downs, the veteran ornithologist of Nova
Scotia, never saw it, and does not mention it

in his list.* This seems rather strange as the

bird is common on all sides of the province.

Mr. Harry Austen, of Halifax, wlio possesses

one of the birds, writes me that tlie nearest

points at which lie knows of the bird is on the

Canadian Lakes, and until further noted we
must only accept it as a probable addition to

the List of the Birds of Nova Scotia.

A careful examination of the sliores and

channel failed to disclose anything of interest

until we got back on to the mud flats.

Here was seen a flock of Ring-necks, and it

was a question whether we wanted tlieni badly

enougli to wade for them, and finally concluded

that mud and water were good for us, and six

of these birds were added to our bag.

The sun was now rapidly sliding down the

western sky, and after a hasty dinner we
started back toward Macdonald's, our stopping-

place of the night before. As we reached the

sa.idy beaches near this jflace the sound of the

* Vide, List of Birds of \. S. Trans. X. S. Inst. Nat.

Hist. Vol. 7, part 2. pafie 142.
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whistling biids was too much for our blood,

now aroused in murderous intent.

By the kindness of my companion, I was
sent along the shore while he continued along

the road with the carriage. A few birds came
to my bag and I was jogging down the beach

when the report of tlie Majors gun behind the

sand-hills gave token that he was not idle, and

the form of a Curlew appeared over the bluff.

A charge of No. S's made him wince, and he

jiitched on a smiU patch of stones about sixty

rods off; but his erect licad showed that he

was not dead, and there was no cover near,

the only chance of approach being from behind

the bluff.

Climbing and crawling, I at last reached a

spot ojjposite him, but it was an awful distance

and nothing larger than No. 8's in my shells.

A shot keeled him over, Ijut he got up and

after wheeling and fluttering over the spot for

several turns lie pitched behind a sand-hill

and could not be found. The air was smoky
for a time in that immediate vi('inity.

I now took the road and drove to the nearest

house, and went back to meet the Major who
had taken the beach.

A shot from him started ailoek of six Ringed

Plover in my direction. Three fell to the

right barrel, two to the left, and another shell

brought the last one safely to his last home.

This linished the shooting, for a long drive

was before us, and a hard day's work was

behind us, but the ride though the still and

quiet woodland now darkened by the approach-

ing night was a fit ending for the rest of the

day, and we reachetl Halifax with many more
pleasant memories added to our list.

F. A. Bates.

Coloring on Birds.

There is, perhaps, no truth more wonderful

or more important than that of the correlation

of the laws of nature, or truth which is being

enforced continually, not only by the discovery

of new instances, but by the very process by

which those discoveries are made. Some cen-

tral principle is discovered in one department

of the physical world and immediately its

presence and influence in some other depart-

ment appears. Tlie following remarks will

illustrate this with regard to the coloring

upon birds and the law of harmony they ex-

exhibit.

It had been long known to me that the col-

oring on birds served a number of useful ends,

such as affording a means of attraction and
selection among themselves, and also as afford-

ing a means of concealment from pursuers and
from pursued. I also knew that this last end
was secured by the conformity in color of any

particular bird to its environment. A single

example will suffice to show what I mean. In

the case of the Common Gull we have it so

colored beneath as to conform to the color of

the sky above it, wliich makes it less visible to

its prey beneath, while its back is of such a

color as to blend with the color of the waves
under it, which helps to conceal it from its

enemies above. Now it is obvious that the

law governing such an arrangement as this

must be the conformity of color in any subject

to its environments. It was not until making
a special study of color in other departments

of nature that I found existing along with this

utilitarian law in the coloring of birds another

law or principle reducing these colors into

harmonies. I have here spoken of the correla-

tion of these laws because in some cases the

one can not be understood without knowing

j

something about the other.

The principle of harmony here spoken of

consists in the colors in any arrangement being

such as to act on the vision in such a way as

to produce unity of effect. Colors can not be

used together indiscriminately without affect-

ing one another by their complementaries,

which tliey have the power of calling up and

so making discord, whereas in natural arrange-

ments of color there is the presence of one or

more unifying colors which have the power of

cancelling this injurious effect, in other words

produce harmony. This is the secret of na-

ture's harmony in color, as could be shown in

innumerable instances and in every descrip-

tion of natural objects, but in none of them is

it more strikingly illustrated than in the case

of birds.

In reading a paper before the Boston Scien-

tific Society lately, on the principle of har-

mony in color found in nature, 1 was greatly

helped by Mr. Frank A. Bates, who kindly

furnished a number of specimens of the feath-

ered tribe exemplifying the principle. T^hese

si^ecimens were handed round among the

members for inspection after the unifying

colors li:id been pointed out. It is not so easy

without examples or illustrations to explain

the nature of these unifying colors or liarmon-

izers. To those in any measure acquainted

with the mixture of pigments a description

will be easier. The unifying color partakes of

the nature of the individual colors with which
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ifc is associated, in other words it is a color

wliicli could be jiroduced by the mixture of

the individual colors in pigment form. Thus,

to take an example, in the common Gull, al-

ready referred to, we have an arrangement of

three colors, black, white and gray. 'Now if

we take th6 black and white in the form of

pigments and blend them we find that the

third color, tlie gray, is produced, and so it

will be seen why we say it is of the nature of

the individual colors involved in the arrange-

ment. It is the unifying agent in the arrange-

ment which gives repose and harmony. It

would occupy too much space to explain how it

so acts. I hope, however, that sufficient has

been said to indicate what the principle is, and
to enable lovers of birds to seek for it. I

n)ight just refer to subjects which appear to

be exceptions, that is, there are some speci-

mens which do not possess a unifying color in

themselves, as it is such instances which show
the importance of studying the correlation of

natural laws. I believe it will be found in

this department (as I have found in the floral

world very strikingly) that these are only ex-

ceptions in appearance, and will prove no

exception when taken in connection with their

surroundings which will supply the element

of harmony lacking on the specimen itself.

Those familiar with the habits find location of

birds might be able to throw great light on

the subject, which is not only interesting but

of the highest practical importance since it is

by a true apprehension of the principles of

coloring in nature that we may expect to

rightly apply the same in art. Geor(/e Smith.
TJoston, Mass.

Are the Changes in the Common
Names by the A. O U. Popular?

PEiniAPS THE NAMES WERE CIIAN&EI) ON
.estiietk; grounds only?

Eilifor of O. d- O.:

I hope I may not be too late in sending my
vote in regard to the changes of common
names of some of our birds by the A. O. U.

I am not familiar with all the birds but think

it all right. I agree with W. II. L. in the

May O. & O. ; if the leading ornithologists who
are better acquainted with the birds of North
Americia think the change is for the better I

say it is all right. I believe in calling biids

by their right names. But why quarrel about
the common name? The scientific is what I

want. Why call Cafhartes aura, Turkey Buz-

zard, when they are so different from the true

Buzzard, and yet that is the local name the

bird goes by. What may seem the right name
for a bird in one locality may seem out of place

in another. We want a name that will do
everywhere. If we are not used to it let us get

used to it. I also agree with C. J. Maynard
about the O. & O. I am willing to double my
subscriijtion price at any time. Let us have
an addition to the O. & O. A. L.—Minn.

DOES NOT see AN IMPJiOVEMENT.

Editor of O. & O.:

Having been requested to send in my vote on

the names of the four birds No. 5:34, 540, '>A6

and 604 of the A. O. U. nomenclature, you
can put me down as voting to retain the com-

mon names, i.e., Snow Bunting, Grass Finch,

Yellow-winged S])arrow and Black-throated

Bunting, for to my mind these common names
are much more suggestive of the habits of the

birds, also of their appearance, as in case of

Black-throated Bunting and Yellow-winged

Sparrow. The names Dickcissel and in fact all

the new names mean nothing to me. I do

not believe that I am the only one who does

not vote for a change. Perhaps I am not in-

itiated enough to appreciate the beauty of the

new names but the old ones bring the bird up

before the mind's eye so plainly that I think a

change would be rather more injurious than

beneficial. E. II. II.— Mas.s.

THE WAY MANY FEKL.

Editor of O. & O.:

I have been much interested in reading in

your last two issues the discussions on the

changes in the names of some of our common
birds by the A. O. IT. committee. I am young
in the cause of ornithology as yet, my first in-

spirations in that branch of natural science

being drawn from Samuel's "Birds of New
England," a volume of which I found in our

school library some five years ago. By con-

stant study of that book (a large part of wliich

I copied) the names of the birds became very

familiar to me, and I must confess that even

now I greatly prefer both the names and tJK^

classification as therein given to any 1 have

since seen. Of the four birds named in your
April number, with two only am I familiar

—

the Bay-winged and the Black-throated Bunt-

ings. Probably I would not uftw have been

ac(]uainted with them if I liitd had to look them
up in some of our later ornithological works

under the names of Vesper Sparrow and
" Dickcissel." I must sav that I don't like the
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"short, poetical" names in the least. The old

names — in so many cases descriptive of plum-

age, etc.— furnish the young student of orni-

thology an instant clue to the identity of any

bird with which he is unfamiliar. So put me
down as favoring the old, first, last, and

always. F. W. M.— Ala.

NOT THE ONLY ONK WHO THINKS THE CHANGES
A NEEDLESS BOTHER.

Editor of O. it O.:

I decidedly prefer the old names, not only

because they are familiar to us all but more
for the reason that there is nothing to gain by

such changes, while there is much to lose. It

is a loss to any brancii of science if changes

are made that will confuse the student, and

when such changes are made merely to bring

notoriety for a few men who are well able to

use their kuowledge in a way that would ben-

efit ornithology, it brings dissatisfaction and

retards the study am mg those who must be the

ornithologists of the next decade. Sucdi

changes only confuse without giving any sat-

isfactory results.

It seems a pity the Union cannot find work
enough to do among our winged friends in

studies tliat would increase our knowledge

and ennoble this gre;it branch of Natural His-

tory instead of devoting its time trying to

retard and depopu'arize what we would sup-

pose they ought to uphold and increase.

L. E. H.—Mass.

Nesting of the Worm-Eating War-
bler near Leighton, Ala.

On the 29th of April this year I was fortu-

nate enough to find a nest of tlie above species

containing five fresh eggs, and seeing but little

in our oological papers concerning the nest-

ing of this Warbler {Ilelmitlierufi vermivorus)

I thought an account of it would be interest-

ing to the readers of the O. & O.

I was on La Grange mountain looking for

nests of the Black and Turkey Vultures, and

having walked along the bluff some two miles

was becoming rather discouraged at finding

nothing, when happening to glance down I saw a

small bird running along the ground with its

wings outspread as if wounded. I knew at a

glance that it had a nest, and therefore com-

menced looking for it; and seemingly examined
every inch of ground for yards around but no

nest could I find. So I walked off a short dis-

tance and sat down, determined to wait until

the bird returned. In a few minutes its distant

chl})., cJiip, was heard, and soon both birds

were seen anxiously flitting from tree to tree

and by degrees coming nearer. I sat very still

and watched their every movement for some
half hour or so, as it was about that length of

time before the bird summoned up sufficient

courage to alight on her nest. I walked

quickly to the spot and there was the nest

deeply imbedded in the dead leaves with which

the ground was covered.

It was at the foot of a small bush on the hill-

sides and could only be seen through one

small opening from below. It was composed
chiefly of dead leaves lined with fine grasses,

and contained five fresh eggs thickly marked
over the entire surface, but more heavily on

the larger end, with two shades of brownish-

red and obscure lilac on a pure white ground.

The Worm-eating Warbler is a very rare

breeder in this locality, and indeed the above

pair are the only ones I have seen here in the

spring. Last year the fall migration of this

species here was as follows: First one, a $ ap-

peared in the swamp July 19tli; next one seen

on August 5th, a gradual increase from this

date until the 10th ; from 10th to 15th, height of

season, decreasing in numbers from this date;

last one seen on September 9th. F. W. M.
Leighton. Ala.

A Motherly Pelican.

A very curious sight is to be seen in Central

Park of this city. There is a pet Pelican to-

gether with a lot of Canada geese, and a pair

of Trumpeter swans and ducks kept in the park

for the pleasure they give the people.

Now this old Pelican thought it was about

time for her to begin to raise a family, so

being without a mate she gathered all

the duck eggs she could find in the pouch un-

der her bill and deposited them on a pile of

sand and stone in a somewhat secluded part of

the park. She has now been incubating for

about ten days, and I suppose she will soon

bring out her " chicks." Will de la Barre.

Minneapolis, Minn.

liAKE Birds in the Vicinity of Ottawa,

Ontario, Canada.—In the month of May Mr.

J. Fletcher shot six specimens of Lapland

Longspur (5o6) within a short distance of the

city. On the 9th of May I obtained a specimen

( 9 ) of Dowitcher (231), and on the 27th of June

obtained a fine specimen (?) of tlie Yellow-

bellied Cuckoo (387). Geo. E. White.

Oltawii, Ont., Can.
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Nesting of the Golden-Crowned
Thrush in Chester County, Penn

Although a common breeder in Chester

County, Penn., the nest of this species (Seiurus

auricaplUus) is by no means easy to find, and

it was not until tliis year that I succeeded in

obtaining any sets of their eggs.

My first nest was found on June 12, 1887, and

contained young birds. It was placed on the

ground in woods near a stream of water.

The next nest I found was on June 6, 18.-8.

I was searching in a thick woods when sud-

denly a Golden-crowned Thrush got up and

ran along the ground as if she had a nest. It

was on the bank of a stream, and the ferns

and small shrubs were growing plentifully, so

that I looked for some moments without suc-

cess. Finally I raised a small dead branch and

threw it out of the way. I then noticed a

small piece of dried grass, and on stooping

down to investigate it, it proved to be the nest.

Imagine my disgust, however, on finding that

I had unconsciously trodden on it and broken

three of the five eggs which it contained.

In 18S'J I found two more nests but was un-

successful in obtaining sets of eggs from them.

The first one was found on June Dth, and con-

tained three young birds and two eggs which

were about ready to hatch. This nest was an

unusually large one, and its top was at least

three inches from the ground. It was placed

near a large tree, in a rather open spot in tlie

woods. The birds displayed great uneasiness

at my presence; the female running along the

ground and trying to decoy me off.

Another nest was found on the 2lst of June,

ISSi), and contained five eggs, but as they were
nearly ready to hatch I did not disturb them.
The way in which this nest was found was
somewhat peculiar. It was almost at the

foot of a dead tree near the top of which
was a Flicker's hole. I rapped on the trunk

of the tree and out came a Flicker. Just at

the same minute my cousin, who was with me,
called my attention to a Golden-crowned
Thrush which had Just gotten up at my feet.

Tlie nest was very cleverly hidden, only a

small corner of it being visible and the rest

was concealed in a hole in the bank.

It was not until the 22d of May, 1890, that

I was able to obtaiTi any sets of eggs. On
that date I was fortunate enough to obtain

two fine nests of five each. The first was
situated on a steep hillside in a woods. The
bird got upright under my feet, and it was an
easy matter to find the nest. The Golden-

crowned Thrush is very courageous and does

all in its power to prevent you from disturbing

its eggs or young, and this one was no exception

to that rule, making a great fuss while I was
packing up tlie eggs.

The second nest was found in a different

part of the same woods. It was situated on a

level piece of ground, under a bunch of ferns,

and near a stream of water. Both these sets

were perfectly fresh.

On the next day (May 23d) I found two
more sets of three and four eggs respec-

tively. Each of these nests contained a Cow-
bird's egg. They were both in tlie same
woods within twenty-five or thirty yards of

each other. Each of them was near a stream

of water and towards the centre of the woods.

This Warbler does not seem to have the same
fondness for building its nest in or near the

edge of woods that other Warblers in this

neighborhood seem to have. Another nest was
found on the 2d of June containing the unusual

number of six eggs. It was placed on the

ground near a stream of water like nearly all

the others.

My last nest was found on the 3d of June,

and contained young birds.

My younger brother, Henry Norris, also found

two nests, one of which taken on June 1st con-

tained three eggs and a Cowbird's (unfortu-

nately too much incubated to be preserved)

and another on June 7th containing young
birds. Both of these nests were on hillsides

in the woods.

So far I have had more difficulty in finding-

nests of the Golden-crowned Thrush than of

the Kentucky Warbler although the former is

much the commoner bird. The principal diffi-

culty in finding the nest is the fact of their

being domed over, and looking so much like a

bunch of dried grass; while the Warbler's

nest being open at the top makes it easier to

discover.

The time to look for their eggs in this local-

ity seems to be from the 20th of May to the

1st of Jiuie, and it is hard to say exactly what
kind of a woods they prefer, but a level spot

near a stream of water wOiere the ground is

covered with ferns, etc., is about as good as

any.

In conclusion I would remark that in my
opinion the eggs of this bird iire among the

prettiest of the Warbler's, and it is well wortii

the collector's time to obtain a series of them

as nearly every set is different.

J. P. Norrh, Jr.

I'hiludelphia, Penn.
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EditoriaL

Plain English.

In tlie future we sliall drop the scientific

names, usinj? only the best common names and

the A. O. U. numbers except in exceptional

cases. We believe this course will save mnch
valuable space. This putting- into execution an

old threat will no doubt cause intense suffering

on the part of a few ; we weep for them ; but it is

better that a few should suffer for the good of

many. We suggest to some of our friends who
have found such relief in the shortening of a

few common names with which they were
familiar from the time they could first lisp,

if they will follow our example and let up on

the Latin names, whose mutilated corpses so

Ijelabor their comnmnications, they will find

still more relief and show less evidence of an

uphill struggle.

The numbers given by the A. O. IT. mean
something or nothing, and at least for the

present we will make the most of them.

Brief Notes.

A ninnber who delayed sendiii;;- for Capen's Oology
until after the time for the advance in jiriie may con-
gratulate tlicniselves on getting it at all. Those who
have obtained it from us received the benefit of a spec-
ial arrangement, the regular price being $15.

Harry (Gordon White, of the U. S. Fish Commission,
Woods Holl, Mass, is engaged in the study of the mor-
phology of the head in theSternida>, and would be pleased
to correspond with any person having embryological
material for exchange. The later stages of embryos of
sea-birds and reptiles are particularly desired.

We still have some copies of Davies' work, and con-
tinue the offer of June. This opportunity to obtain a
work so useful to ornithologists, at cost price, shouicl
not be overlooked.

During the Orand Army parade in this city on the
12th, while passing our office, which took tliem over
five hours, a little English Sparrow, who had a nest on
an opposite window, continued her maternal duties,
quite oblivious of the stir below.

On the same occasion the City Hall had in quite a
l)rom)nent position a large brassy eagle, decorated with
a vermilion beak. The design must have been sug-
gested l)y the beaks of many of the officials.

A. W. Purcell, of Halifax, Nova Scotia, has received
from the Rocky Mountains two heads of the Rocky
Mountain Ooat and one of the Sheep, which will on
exhibition prove to be the largest specimens ever shown
to the Lower Provinces, if not to the Ui)per Canadas,
from the Rockies. "Anon," Halifax.

One of the new signs on our Museum building is a
rei)r()ductiou in colors of the Fish Hawk on our cover
page. We were a little chagrinned as well as amused a
few mornings since in overhearing a conversation
betwet-n two sisters from the Emerald Isle, in which
one explained it to the other as " Sure and it wuz th
Carrier Pigeon with th' mail."

While on a fishing excursion down the Susquehanna
I saw a beautiful pair of Bald Eagles between Wyalus-
ing and Saceyville. They probably breed there, as I

have seen them in that vicinity for the last three
years. I failed to get a shot at them. I also saw what
I supposed to be two young Eagles ; they were of a
uniform dark color and very large. Screech Owls were
plenty at night. Noticed one J Wood Duck. Green
Heron very common, and a few Mourning Doves. C.
W. Kucker, Athens, Pa.

A few days since one of our snakes succeeded in

getting out. As we do not wish to be accused of any
fancy snake stories we will merely deal out from the
Boston Globe.

Snake Didn't Rain Down.—Washington Street
Passers Alarmed and Amused.—The unexpected
appearance of a healthy looking black snake upon the
pavement in front of .395 Washington street, immed-
iately after this morning's heavy shower, caused for a
time no little speculation and alarm to a good-sized
crowd of spectators.

The swiftly falling raindrops, driven by the brisk

wind at a slant of 40 degrees, kept the attention of

most pedestrians busily fixed upon their umbrellas,

and but for a leaky pair of shoes upon a very tall man
carrying a very small umbrella, his snakeship would
most likely have been trod on.

The tall stranger with the perforated cowhides was
seen to look down carefully on the pavement, as if to

avoid a puddle, and then suddenly halt. An agonized
look spread over his face, then he uttered a good war-
whooj) of the first-class, at the same time flinging his

unilirella to the winds and leaping a good three feet

into tlie air.

When he came down his feet were fully four feet

apart, and he continued yelling like an Indian.
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A woman started to run out to where the seeming

demented stranger stood like the famous Colossus of

Rhodes vitalized.

She had scarcely gotten two feet when she gave a

series of falsetto shrielis, and her male companions in

the doorway had just time to grab her when she

fainted.

It was then that they first spied the snake lying

wriggling in the j)uddle, which he of the good lungs

and leaky shoes had tried to avoid.

Their cries of astonishment soon brought a crowd to

the scene, and in five minutes the stores for a block

were vacated l)y their occupants, who crowded about

the reptile on the ground.

All sorts of conjectures as to bis appearanc^e were
made, and one man stubbornly asserted that he saw
him come down in the rain, and caused a feeling of

general alarm by intimating that if they would look

about them doubtless many more would be f<nind.

All this time, regardless of his spectators, tlie snake
lay wiggling in the water, and showed such non-

combative intentions that the crowd grew emboldened.
An ambitious young man hurried nearly a block

away and returned immediately, groaning under a

heavy plank which he lield over tlie reptile, awaiting
the word to dro]) it.

The missile was about to fall when a stern voice

shout'iig to him to desist, caused him to pause.

A mail forced his way through the crowd, seized the

planlv, and tlirew it to one side, and, stooping down,
picked up the snake, wliicli lie dropped carelessly into

his coat pocket, looking daggers all tlie while at the

would-be executioner.

The crowd followed him, and, seeing him enter No.

409, read with interest the legend over the door, which
recited that a dealer in animals lived tliere.

Later on tlie dealer said the snake unnoticed had
gotten out of his cage, and attracted by the dam])
outside liad stolen down stairs. He was of the black-

snake type, and perfectly harmless.
The sole remaining feature of interest was the gen-

eral amusement created when the young man who had
fetched the scantling attempted to walk away unnot-
iced, leaving his lumber to obstruct the sidewalk, when
the ])olice overhauled him and compelled him to lug it

back to where he found it.— [Boston filobe.

It is (juite positive that birds will be worn in in-

creasetl (luantity tliis fall. What a lasting etlect the
late crusade lia<l.

We have just received a few eggs of the Man-o'-war
Bird, taken off the coast of British Honduras. Eggs of
this l)ird have been scarce in the past. The collector

writes that in all his observation he lias seen no indi-

cation of more than one egg in a nest.

Oliver Davie writes that he will mail cojdes ot five

plates of the new work on Taxidermy to each sub-
scriber. Those will) have subscribed through us will

receive them from Iiim direct. Mr. Davie has up to

date received a'-out one half the subscriptions neces-
sary to warrant its iiHl)li<!ation, and we earnestly urge
those who are interested to send in their names at

once. We shall sliortly receive copies of the plates

and will send them to any who desire to subscribe.

We require a deposit of one dollar on subscriptions
sent to us as we guarantee every subscription we for-

ward to liiin, and surely any of our subscribers can see
that the course we luirsue is but fair. In case the work
is not published, we will refund the deposit; but there
is little chance of suchatermination. Again weask you

to help Mr. Davie in this undertaking, and you have
our word that you will be repaid.

Remedy for Insect Bites.—A sure remedy for the

bites of insects is something for which there is the

greatest demand, and it would prove an inestimable
boon to man. Among the most recent suggestions we
find the following : Powdered ipecacuanha, one half an
ounce; alcohol and sulphuric ether, each one half an
ounce. It is said tliat wlien a person sponges this mix-
ture on to the skin, he can bid defiance to niosquitos

and other insects so troulilesome in warm weather.

In Vol. XII, Part 1, Transactions of Kansas Academy
of Science, Col. N. S. Goss adds to the list of Kansas
Birds the Frosted Poor-will (A. O. I^ 418a) and the

Little Brown Crane (A. O. IT. 205).

An adult ^ Red-throated Diver in full spring plum-
age was shot at Cohasset Narrows by Yinal Edwards,
collector for this station, on July 2. The bird was not

a cripple in any way, as is (iften tlic case with Sea Fowl
wliich remain tlirough th<' summer. On the following

day an adult Black-backed Gull was seen. Hairy Gor-
don White, Woods Holl, Mass.

Correspondence.

Eillfor of O. <fc O.;

Am down liere collecting maninials for the

I". S. Dept. of Agriculture. Haven't done

great things yet, but have got n. few curiosities.

C'aught one skunk, a beautiful spetunien of the

Little iStriped species (SinlDfidle.), but let me
assure you his smell was solid color all

the way tlirough, no stripes on that. Have
also got a numlter of (jueer bats with long tails

projecting beyond the flying membrane, and

broad ears, the bases meeting over the forehead.

Of course I have had no time to collect birds,

but I cannot help noticing those I come across.

Bach man's Sparrows are tolerably common in

old fields. Of Kentucky Warblers I saw more
in one day than I had ever taken at Raleigh,

lied-headed Woodpeckers and Blue Jays are

common, Loggerhead Shrikes by no means
scarce. I found a nest of Bine Grosbeaks,

August 2d, with the eggs (two) just hatching,

and another, August 0th, with a big, young
one and two addled eggs; have also come
across several fresh nests of the Cardinal, one

with three eggs in it.

Have had the pleasure of seeing a dead

rattlesnake sixty-one inches long by the foot

rule, and thick — well, words can't express his

thickness, and being a truthful man I won't

say, as I didn't measure his girth.

(\ S. Brimley.

P. S. Mr. Hoxie says a Pole-cat's "effects "

don't stay with one down in Florida. Well,

the said 1'. C's "eifects" are "effective"

enough here. C. S. B.

Greensboro, Ala., Aug. (!. IS'.iO.
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A List of the Birds of Minnesota.

In presenting this list it has heen the writer's

intention to make it thorouglily reliable, and
with the kind assistance of others as complete

as possible. Xo species is entered on tiie list

excejit on good anthority. Many which doubt-

less occur, are omitted on account of not having

been actually observed. As the collectors, in

the future, visit the sections that are at present

unopened many additions will be made.

The material for this list is from notes taken

during six years' field collecting in the vicinity

of Minnenpolis, from 1883 lill 1880, during

which time trips were frequently made to Lake
Minnetonka, fifteen miles distant, which offered

quite a different fauna of bird life; also a trip

to the southwestern prairie regions in Lacqui-

parle County which occupied the last three

weeks in May, 1889, a locality little known
and rich in bird life,— from the "Notes upon
Summer Birds of Grantand Traverse Counties,"

taken in .Tune, 1879, by Dr. Thomas S. Roberts

and Mr. Franklin Benner, both counties in the

prairie regions of the northwest; fiom notes

on the "Birds of .St. Louis and Lake Coun-

ties," by Dr. T. S. Roberts, in 1879, from July

2Btli till September 2d. The two counties

form a triangle which projects eastward from

the northern half of the state, between Lake
Superior and the British possessions,— from

"A List of the Birds of Minnesota," by Dr. P.

L. Hatch, in 1880, published by the State Geo-

logical and Natural History Survey, and from
the notes of the following ornithologists: Dr.

.1. C. Hvoslef, Lanesboro; C. B. .Tohnson, Red-

wing; Frank Harris, La Crescent, and Thomas
Miller, Heron Lake, for the use of which I am
greatly indebted. I am also deeply indebted

to Prof. Robert Ridgway, whose name is fam-

iliar to every bird lover in the country (how
could we get along without him'?), always so

kind and willing to aid all in his favorite study,

and to Dr. T. S. Roberts of Minneapolis, by

whose personal acquaintance I have been ben-

efited in many ways.

The present list contains 295 species and
sub-species, and while I realize that it may
not be complete it will at least serve as a

foundation to build u^ion, and if it meets the

approval of those for whose use it is intended,

I shall feel amply repaid for my trouble.

1. Colymhus holbnellU. American Red-necked
Grebe. Rather scarce. Has been observed

by Dr. T. S. Roberts in northern Minnesota,*

and also by Mr. C. B. Johnson of Redwing.
(The Western Grebe, ^iEoiwpfiorx.H occidfn-

talis, probably occurs in the state, but I can
find no record of such.

)

2. Colijmbust aitritii.'i. Horned Grebe. Very
abundant during the migrations. Does not

remain to breed.

8. Podilymhus podiceps. Pied-billed Grebe.

An abundant summer resident.

4. Urinator imher. Loon. Common sum-
mer resident.

'). Bissa trldactyla. Kittiwake. Stragglers

are occasionally met with in different parts of

the state. (Entered on the authority of Dr. P.

L. Hntch.)

(). LnvKfi argentatus sinithsonianvs. Ameri-

can Heriing Gull. Found during the migra-

tions on the larger lakes.

7. Lams delawarensis. Ring-billed Gull.

The most abundant of the large gulls; breeds.

8. Lams franklinii. Franklin's Gull. An
abundant summer resident in the prairie re-

gions of the state.

9. Lams Philadelphia. Bonaparte's Gull.

Common. Seen during migrations only.

10. Sterna fschegrava. Cas2>ian Tern. Rare.

Several have been taken in the state, one of

which is in the collection of University of

Minnesota.

11. Sterna forsteri. Forster's Tern. Com-
mon during migrations.

* Auk, April, 1890, page 21:5.

Copyright, 18!>0, by Frank B. Webster.
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12. Sterna hirundo. Common Tern. Also

common. A few breed.

13. Sterna antillarum. Least Tern. Quite

rare. Have observed it at Minneapolis and on

Lake Minnetonka.

14. Hydrochelidon nigra surlnamensis.

Black Tern. An abundant summer resident.

1.5. Phalacrocorax dHopJiiis. Double-crested

Cormorant. Rare, except at Lake Minnetonka,

where a large colony nest in a heronry on

"Crane Island."

10. Pelrranu^ erythrorhynchuft. White Pel-

ican. Common. Breeds in western part of

the state.

17. Merganser americanns. American Mer-

ganser. This species and the next are rather

rare and of local occurrence.

18. Merganser serrator. Red-breasted Mer-

ganser.

19. Lophodytes cucuUatus. Hooded Mer-

ganser. Abundant during migrations.

20. Anas boscJtas. Mallard. Common.
21. Anas obscura. Dusky Duck. Rare.

Ha.s- been taken near Minneapolis, also on

Lake Minnetonka by Albert Lano.

22. An<(s strepern. Gadwall. Not com-

mon.

23. Anas ainericana. American Widgeon.

Not common.
24. A)ias earolinensls. Green-winged Teal.

Common.
25. Anas discors. Blue-winged Teal.

Common. Breeds.

2(). Anas cyanoptera. Cinnannui Teal.

Very rare. One was captured ctn Bigstone

Lake in LSSO.

2T. Spatula clypedta. Shoveller. Common.
Breeds.

28. I)(if la acuta, rintail. Common. Breeds.

29. Ai.r sponxa. Wood Duck. Common.
Breeds.

30. Aythya aniericana. Redhead. Com-
mon. Breeds.

31. Aythya vallisueria. Canvas-back. Not
common Confined i)rincipally to the west

where it breeds.

32. Aythya rnarila nearctica. Scauj) Duck.

This and the following species are generally

found together. Both are common and

breed.

33. Aytliya ajjinis. Lesser Scauj) Duck.

34. Aythya c.oltaris. Ring-neck Duck.

"Very common during migrations. A few re-

main to breed.

35. Glancionetl a clang ula ainericana,. Amer-
ican Golden-eye, Rare. Occurs on Lake Min-

netonka.

30. Glaucionetta islandica. Barrow's Gol-

den-eye. Also rare. Occurs principally during

winter wherever there is open water.

37. Clangula hyemalis. Long-tailed Duck.

Rare. Occurs on Lake Superior during the

winter.

38. (Jidemia americana. American Velvet

Scoter. This species has been observed by
Mr. T. S. Roberts on several occasions in the

Mississippi River, below Minneapolis.

39. (Edonia dcglandl. White-winged Scoter.

Rare. Reported by Mr. Thos. Miller from
Heron Lake.

40. (Edeniia perspicillata. Surf Duck. Not
rare. Have taken several on Lake Minnet(»nka.

41. Erlsinutiirarabida. Ruddy Duck. Com-
mon.

42. Chen hyperborea. Snow Goose. Abun-
dant during migrations, esjiecially in the west.

43. Choi c(erulescens. Blue Goose. Com-
mon in western part of the state.

44. Anser (dblfrons gambeli. American
White-fronted Goose. Rare. Mr. J. C. Hvos-

lef reports this species from Lanesboro, April

3, 1883— November 5, 1884.

45. Branta canadensis. Canada Goose.

Abundant.

4(j. Branta canadensis car. Iintchinsii. Not
so common.

47. Branta hernicl((. Common Brant. C'om-

mou during migrations, especially in the west.

48. Olor coluiubitenus. Whistling Swan.

Rare.

49. Olor buccinator. Trumjieter Swan.

More common than the foregoing; "breeds on

the Red River." Hatch.

50. Botanrus lentiginosus. American Bit-

tern. An abundant summer resident.

51. Botaurus crilis. Least Bittern. Also a

common summer resident.

52. Ardea herodi(ts. Great Blue Heron.

Common. Thei-e is a large heronry of this

species at Lake Minnetonka.

53. Ardea egretta. American Egret. Rare.

Mr. Hvoslef reports the species from Lanes-

boro. He says. "One stayed herefrom July

21st till the 23d, 1884. A few years earlier two

more were seen and one of them was shot."

54. Ardea rire.'iccns. Green Heron. Not
very common.

55. Nycticora.r nycficorax n(erii(s. Black-

crowned Night Heron. Rare. More i)lentiful

in the i)rairie regions.

50. Cru.^ ainericana. Whooping Crane. A
jirairie bird, wild and wary. Breeds.

57. Crus mextcana. Sandhill C^rane. More
common than the foregoin<i. Breeds.
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58. Rallus elefjans. Red-breasted Rail.

Quite rare. Have seen it but on few occasions.

Breeds.

59. Rallus virginianus. Virginia Rail. Quite

common. Breeds.

60. Porzana Carolina. Soi-a Rail. Very
abundant. Breeds. Raises two broods a year.

61. Porzana noveboracensis. Yellow Rail.

Rare. Mr. Hvoslef took one at Lanesboro on

September 1, 18t6.

62. Gallimila galeata. Common Gallinule.

Common. Breeds.

6o. Fulica ((inericana. American Coot. Very
abundant.

64. Crymophilus fulicarius. Red Phalarope.

Reported by Mr. Hatch as "rare." It must
be,— a straggler probably.

65. Phalaropus lobatuft. Northern Phalar-

ope. Rare. Seen principally during the fall

migration.

66. Phalaropus tricolor. Wilson's Phala-

rope. Common in suitable localities. Breeds.

67. Becurvirostra americana. American
Avocet. Rather rare. Found only on the

prairies.

68. Philohela minor. American Woodcock.

Common. Breeds.

69. GalUnago delicata. Wilson's Snipe.

Common. Breeds.

70. Macrorhamphus scolopaceus. Long-

billed Dowitcher. Not very common. Both

varieties of the Dowitcher may occur in the

state, but so far I have identified but scolopa-

ceus.

71. Micropalama himantopus. Stilt Sand-

piper. Mr. Hvoslef has taken this species at

Lanesboro, August 20, 1885.

72. Tringa canutus. Knot. Very rare.

ILis been taken at Lanesboro on one occasion

by Mr. Hvoslef.

7^5. Tringa inaculata. Pectoral Sandpiper.

Common during migrations.

74. Tringafuscicollis. White-rumped Sand-

piper. On May, 1889, I found this species very

plentiful in Lacquiparle County. It had
hitherto been unknown in the state and it

seemed strange that a bird so common there

could have escaped notice so long.

75. Tringa bairdii. Baird's Sandpiper.

Not common. Observed most frequently dur-

ing the fall migration.

76. Tringa winutilla. Least Sandpiper.

Common during migrations.

77. Tringa alpina pacifica. Red-backed
Sandpiper. Rare in vicinity of Minneapolis,

but I found it abiuidant in May in Lacquiparle

County.

78. Ereunetes pusillns. Semipalmated Sand-
piper. The most plentiful of the little Sand-
pipers.

79. Calidris arenaria. Sanderling. Very
rare. Has been taken by Mr. T. S. Roberts.

80. Liinosa foeda. Great Marbled Godwit.

A common bird of the prairies.

81. Limosa hcBinastica. Hudsonian Godwit.
This godwit I met for the first time in Lacqui-

parle County in May, where it was fairly com-
mon, but not so plentiful as the Marbled
Godwit.

82. Totanus melanoleucus. Greater Yellow-

legs.

83. Totanus flavipes. Lesser Yellow-legs.

Both the above are fairly common and not

necessarily confined to the prairies like most
of the waders.

84. Totanus solitarius. Solitary Sandpiper.

Everywhere abundant. One of the first of the

sandpipers to appear in the migrations.

85. St/mphemia semipalinata inornata. Wes-
tern Willet. According to the best authorities

this is the form of the willet found in the

state. Very common in the west where it

breeds.

86. Bartramia longicauda. Bartramian

Sandpiper, " Field Plover." Common. Breeds

throughout the state.

87. Tryngites subruficolUs. Buff-breasted

Sandpiper. Rare in vicinity of Minneapolis.

Found them fairly common in Lacquiparle

County.

88. Actitis macularia. Spotted Sandpiper.

Common summer resident.

89. Wumenixs longirostris. Long-billed Cur-

lew. Not common. Breeds.

90. Numenius hudsonicus. Hudsonian Cur-

lew. Rai-est of the curlews, but frequently

seen at Heron Lake.

91. Numineiis borealis. Eskimo Curlew.

Commonest of the curlews. Seen only during

migration.

92. Charadrius squatarola. Black-bellied

Plover. Not very common. Seen in migra-

tion in company with the next.

93. Charadrius doniinicus. American Golden

Plover. A common bird of the prairies. Does

not breed in the state to ray knowledge.

94. ^gialitis vocifera. Killdeer. Abun-

dant summer resident.

95. ^Egialitis semipnhnata. Semipalmated

Ring Plover. Fairly common.

96. Arenaria interpres. Turnstone. Rare.

Has been taken by Albert Lano on Lake Min-

netonka and by myself in Lacquiparle

County.
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97. Colinus virginianns. Bob-white. As
yet not very common in the state.

98. Dendragapus canadensis. Canada
Gronse. Found commonly among tlie pine

timber in tlie northern part of the state where
it breeds.

99. Bonasaumbellus. Enffed Grouse. Com-
mon. A constant resident,

100. Lagopus lagopus. Willow Ptarmi-

gan. Very rare now and confined to the

northern border of the state.

101. Ty nipanuclms americanus. Prairie Hen.

Common, especially on the prairies. A few

remain throughout the winter in the vicinity

of Minneapolis, where they feed on wheat

from the railroad tracks.

102. Pedioecetes phasianellus campestris.

Prairie Sharp-tailed Grouse, Not so common
as the Prairie Hen, and confined principally to

the northwestern part of the state.

103. Meleagris gallopavo. Wild Turkey.

It is with doubt that I give this bird a place in

the list. I fear the " noblest of all game birds"

has been exterminated in the state, as no one

seems to have observed it of late.

104. Ertopistes niigratorius. Wild Pige(m.

Another bird that has rapidly diminished in

number of late years. They are now vei-y rare

where once they were abundant but a few

years ago.

105. Zenaidura macroura. Mourning Dove.

Common summer resident.

10(5. Cathartes aura. Turkey Buzzard.

Rather rare. A few breed at Lake Minne-

toidca every year.

1.07. Elanoides forficatus. Swallow-tailed

Kite. Not common, but a summer resident.

108. Circus Jntdsanins. Marsh Harrier. A
common summer resident.

109. Accipiter velox. Sharp-shinned Hawk.
Very common during migrations. Does not

breed in vicinity of Minneapolis.

110. yiccipitcr cooperi. Cooper's Hawk.
Common summer resident.

111. Accipiter atricapillus. American Gos-

hawk. Not common. Seen during fall and

winter months.

112. Bitten horealis. Red-tailed Hawk. Not

very common. Breeds.

11?». liateo horealis kriderii. Krider's Red-

tail. A bird of the prairies. I found it breed-

ing in Lacquiparle County in May.

114. Buteo lineatus. Red-shouldered Hawk.

Rare. Have seen two specimens that were

shot near the eastern border of the state in

1880.

11."). Buteo sHHiinsoni. Swainson's Hawk.

Quite common during r".igrations, and occas-

ionally nests near Minneapolis.

116. Buteo latissinius. Broad-winged Hawk.
The most abundant of all the hawks. A sum-
mer resident. In Lacquiparle County, on May
20th, I found a young, immature pliimaged

bird mated with an adult and breeding, thus

proving that at least some of the birds do not

assume complete plumage the first year. It

was too early in the season for a full-grown

bird, as they never nest earlier than the first

of May. It was simply a bird of the previous

year that had not acquired full plumage, and
is the only one of the kind I ever met in the

spring.

117. Archibuteo lagopus sancti johanuis.

American Rough-legged Hawk. Not com num.

Seen duiing migrations and occasionally in

winter.

lis. Aquila chryscetos. Golden Eagle.

Rare. Of irregular occurrence. Has been

taken in Grand Marais County in the fall of

j

1877. Mr. Hvoself says it occurs now and tlu'u

at Lanesboro. Have not observed it at Minne-
i apolis.

119. Halia'fns leucncephalus. Bald Eagle.

Not at all common, but mucli more frequently

observed than the preceding. A pair have

nested for years at Lake Minnetonka until one

of the birds was killed a few jears ago, the

nest not having been used since.

120. Falco rusticolus obsoletus. Black Gyr-

falcon Rare. "Has been taken in Minnesota

a few times as a rare winter visitant. A speci-

men has been examined by Mr. Ridgway." *

121. Falco peregrinus anatum. Peregrine

Falcon. Frequently seen during migrations.

Breeds in certain parts of the state.

122. Falco columbarius. Pigeon Hawk.
Rather rare migrant.

123. Falco richardsonii. Richardson's Mer-

lin. Rare. Confined to the ])rairies. I ob-

served it twice in Lacquiparle County in May.

124. Falco sparverius. Sparrow Hawk.
Common during migrations. A few remain to

breed.

125. Pandion Iiallietus caroliitensis. Osprey.

Rather scarce. Occasionally seen on Lake
Minnetonka.

120. Slrix pratincola. American Bain Owl.

Very rare. Mr. Hatch says "several have

been obtained l)y collectors." Have not ob-

served it myself.

127. Asio unlsonianus. Long-eared Owl.

* Report on liird Mijiratimi in the Mississippi

Valley.
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The most abundant of the Owls. A constant

resident. Nests principally in tamaracs.

128. Asia arcipitrinus. Short-eared Owl.

Not common. Found mostly on the prairies.

129. Syrnium nebulosum. Barred Owl.

Not common. Have not found it breeding.

More plentiful some years than others.

l-)0. Srotktptpx rinprca. Great Gray Owl.

A rare winter visitor.

l;]!. Nyrtalp feiigmalmi rirfntrdfioni. Rich-

ardson's Owl. Hare. Winter visitor. Have
taken it once and know of two others. Both
from the western part of the state.

i:'>2. Nyctale aradlca. Acadian Owl. Rare.

Have known it to nest on two occasions near

Minneapolis.

188. Megascops asio. Screech Owl. Not
common, at least in the vicinity of Minneapo-
lis. Breeds.

134. Bubo virc/inianun. Great Horned Owl.

Resident. Not common. (This Owl exhibits

great variatit>n in plumage, some very dark,

others very light, and probably with good
material some of its varieties may be found
such ns Arctieufi or subarcticus, but so far have
been unable to decide with certainty.)

18"). Xyrtea nyctea. Snowy Owl. A rare

winter visitor. More common on the prairies.

180. Siirnin ulnla caparoch. American
Hawk Owl. Rare. Found during fall and

winter only. Has been taken near Minneapo-

lis.

187. Speotyto enniculariahyprif/cea. Burrow-
ing Owl. This species has been taken by

Dr. T. S. Roberts on July 19, 1881, in the south-

western part of Swift County, which is in the

prairie regions of the state.* He says they

were "living in fox or badger dens in a prairie

hillside. There were apparently not more
than two pairs of old birds with the young of

the year. One of the young birds was shot

and the skin preserved."

188. Corryzux americanuH. Yellow-billed

Cuckoo. Common, but not so plentiful as the

next.

189. Cocryziis erytlirophthuhnufi. Black-

billed Cuckoo. Common summer resident.

140. Ceryle alcyon. Belted Kingfisher.

Common summer residenr.

141. Dryobdtes viUnsus. Hairy Woodpecker.
Common during fall and winter. A few breed

at Lake Minnetonka.

142. Dryobatex pubeacpns. Downy Wood-
pecker. More common than the preceding;

breeds.

* Auk. April, 18W. iiage 21.3.

148. Plcoides arrtic)i><. Black-backed thi'ee-

toed AVoodpecker. Rare. Have collected but
two near Minneapolis. More plentiful in the

pine timber in the northern jjart, where it

breeds.

144. SpliyrapicAis varius. Yellow-bellied

Sapsucker. Common during migrations.

Many remain to breed.

145. Ceophloeufi pileatxti. Pileated Wood-
pecker. Rare near Minneapolis, where I have

observed it but twice, but more common to the

north.

146. Melanerpes erythrocephaluK. Red-

headed Woodpecker. Common summer resi-

dent. A few sometimes remain all winter.

147. Colaptpfi anratux. Yellow-shafted

Flicker. Common summer resident.

148. Antrostonnm vorifprus. Whip-poor-

will. A fairly common summer resident.

149. Cliordeileft virc/inianux. Night Hawk.
Common summer resident.

150. ChnrdPilpfi viryinianiis lienryi. Western

Nighthawk. This form seems to be the only

one found in the western part, and are about

as common at Minneapolis as virgimanun,

which is the foim that breeds Ihere;

henryl was the one breeding in Lacquiparle

County.

151. Chcetura pplasgica. Chimney Swift.

Common summer resident.

152. TrochiUi!< colubris. Ruby-throated

Hummingbird. Fairly represented. Breeds.

158. TyrannHstyrannus. Kingb'rd. Abun-

dant throughout the state.

154. Tyrannuii vprticalis. Western King-

bird. Rare, and confined to the prairies. Mr.

Roberts found it in Traverse County in 1879.

I also found the species in Lacquiparle County

in 1889.

155. Myiarchux prinitua. Crested Fly-

catcher. Not very common, but breeds.

156. Sayornis phoe.be. Phoebe. Abundant

summer resident.

157. C'ontopus borealin. Olive-sided Fly-

catcher. Seen during migrations. Not very

common. A few remain to breed.

158. Contopusvirenft. Wood Pewee. Abun-

dant summer resident.

159. Empidnnax fln>: IvpntrU. Yellow-bellied

Flycatcher. A migrant. Not common.

160. Empidonax piisUlux frdUlii. Traill's

Flycatcher. Rare. Have taken it but once.

More common to the south.

161. Empidonax ))iinimu.<t. Least Flycatcher,

Abundant summer resident.

162. Otocori!< alpestris pratirola. Prairie

Horned Lark. Abundant summer resident.
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Arrives by last of February. Breeds during

the freezing weather of Marcli.

163. Cyanocitta cristata. Blue Jay. Very

common. A constant resident.

164. Perisoreuf^ canadensis. Canada Jay.

Common in the pine timber of the north,

where it is known as "Whiskey Jack." Has
been taken as far south as Wadena County.

165. Corvus corax jyrincipaUs. American

Raven. A common bird of tlie jjineries where
they breed.

166. Corvus americanus. American Crow.

Abundant. A few remain during the winter

in the tamarac swamps.

167. DoUchonyx orizivorus. Bobolink. A
common summer resident.

168. Molothrus ater. Cowbird. Common
summer resident.

169. Xanthocephalns xanthocepliahis. Yel-

low-headed Blackbird. Common summer res-

ident. Breeds in large colonies.

170. Agelceus pheniceus. Red-winged Black-

bird. Common summer resident.

171. Sfurnella magna. Meadow Lark.

172. Stiirnella magna neglecta. Western

Meadow Lark. These two forms occur com-

monly in the state; inagna found princii:)al]y

in the east and in wooded sections; neglecta is

a bird of the prairies and the only form ob-

served in Lacquiparle County. Both occur in

about equal proportions at Mimieapolis and

are readily distinguished by song nnd color.

173. Irferus .'<purlus. Orchard Oriole. Not
common. Breeds. Has a queer trait of invari-

ably nesting in same tree with a Kingbird.

Have never heard of one otherwise and have

examined over a dozen nests. The two birds

appear to agree perfectly, and aid each other

in beating off a common enemy.

174. Icterus galbnln. Baltimore Oriole.

Common summer resident.

175. Scolecophagns cnroUnus. Rusty

Crackle. Very abundant during migrations.

176. Scolecophagns cyanocepJmlus. Brewer's

Crackle. Rather rare. Found in company
with the preceding species. "Breeds in con-

siderable numbers in the Red River," Hatch.

177. Qulscalus quiscula auieus. Bronzed

Crackle. Common summer resident.

178. Coccothraustes vespertina. Evening

Crosbeak. A common winter visitor, appear-

ing about December and remaining till May,

irregular in its appearance, however. Com-
mon some years and rare or absent on others.

Very tame and unsusjjicious. Feeds on the

seeds of the sugar maple and box-elder.

179. Pinicola enucleator. Pine Grosbeak.

Winter visitor. Very irregular. Very few in

the red plumage observed.

180. Carpodacus purpureus. Purple Finch.

Abundant during migrations, but does not

breed near Minneapolis.

181. Carpodacus mexicanusfrontalis. House
Finch. A very rare straggler, a male of which
was shot at Minneapolis in the spring of 1876

by Mr. Robert McMillan, and is now in his

collection.

182. Loxia curvirostra minor. Red Cross-

bill. Winter visitor, of irregular occurrence.

183. Lo,ria leucoptcra. White-winged Cross-

bill. Winter visitor, but not so often met
with as the former.

184. Leucosttrie tephrocotis llttoralis. Gray-

cheeked Rosy Finch. A rare straggler, a male

of which was taken at Minneapolis by Mr.

Fred Cook, on January 3, 1889. It was in

company with Snow Buntings and tlu; only one

observed.

185. Acanthls linaria. Lesser Redpoll. A
common winter visitor.

186. Acanthis linaria rostrata. Greater

Redpoll. Very rare. The first collector to

take this bird in Minnesota was Mr. Fred Cook
at Minneapolis, securing a male fiom a small

flock on February 19, 1890, and again on March

3, 1890, three more, two females and one male,

were secured from a flock of the common Red-

polls (A. linaria).

187. Hpinns tristis. American Goldfinch.

A common resident.

188. Spinus pinus. Pine Siskin. Not a very

common winter visitor.

189. Plectrophanes nivalis. Snow Bunting.

Common winter visitor. Mr. Roberts took

one in May, 1875, that liad assumed the black

and white breeding dress.

190. Calcarius lapponicus. Lapland Long-

spur. A rare winter visitor to iMiiuieapolis,

but a summer resident in Lacquiparle County.

191. Calcarius pictns. Smith's Longspur.

Rare, but identified from different parts of the

state. Not known to breed.

192. Calcarius ornatus. Chestnut collared

Longspur. An abundant summer resident of

the prairies, where it breeds in profusion.

193. BhyncJiophanes mccownii. McCown's
Longspur. Very rare. I took one, a male, on

May 16, 1889, in Lacquiparle County, which

appears to be the only record for the

state.

194. Pooecef.es yraniineus. Grass Finch.

Abundant summer resident.

195. Pou'celes grauiineus confiiiis. Westei'U

Grass Finch. This form has been identified
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from the dry prairie regions of the state, as

in Traverse and Lacquiparle Counties.

196. AmmodramuH sandwichensis savanna.

Savannah Sparrow. Not as common as many
other sparrows, but breeds.

197. Ammodruinus sandwichensis alaudinus.

Western Savannah Sparrow. Confined to

the prairies where they are abundant.

198. Ammodramus bairdii. Baird's Savannah

Sparrow. Common in some parts of tlie west

where it breeds. Not known at Minneapolis.

It is, liowever, recorded from White Earth by

Dr. C. P. Allen.

199. Ammodramus savannarnm passerimis.

Yellow-winged Sparrow. Rare in the vicinity

of Minneapolis, but more common to the south.

200. Aiuinndraituis heiislowii. Henslow's

Sparrow. Rare. Has been taken at Minneap-

olis June 16, 1880, by Mr. Roberts, and by Mr.

W. W. Eager in Grant County, June 25, 1880.

Breeds.*

201. Ammodramus lecontei. Leconte's Spar-

row. Xot common. Found in grassy jjlaces.

202. Aimuodrmnus caudnciitus nelsoni. Nel-

son's Sharif-tailed Finch. Very rare. One
specimen, a 9 , was taken in Lacquiparle

County by myself on May 23, 1889, was alone

on the edge of a marsh and was first mistaken

for a Leconte's Sparrow. A very careful

search failed to find any more of this species.

208. Chondestes grummac.us. Lark Finch.

Common summer resident.

204. Zonofrirlda querula. Harris' Sparrow.

This handsome sparrow is quite common dur-

ing the migrations.

205. Zonotrichia leucnphrys. Wlute-ciowned

Sparrow. Migrant. Not very common.
206. Zonntrirhlu intermedia. Intermediate

Sparrow. This variety is found in company
with the last, but not so common.

207. Zonntrirhia alhicolUs. White-throated

Sparrow. An abundant migrant.

208. Spizella monticola. Tree Sparrow.

Abundant migrant. A few remain all winter.

209. Spizella .sorialis. Chipping Sparrow.

Common summer resident.

210. Spizella pallid(e. Clay-colored Spar-

row. Common summer resident. Breeds in

weedy places.

211. Spizella pvsilla. Field Sparrow. Rare

about Minneapolis, but breeds.

212. Juncn Jnjeinalix. Black Junco. Abun-
dant migiant. Breeds commonly about Brain-

erd.

218. Jtinra Jij/f'iii'ili.s i)r('<i())iits. Oregon

* Auk, April, 1890, page 213.

Junco. Mr. Roberts has taken this bird once

at Minneapolis.

214. Melospiza fasciata. Song Sparrow.

Abundant summer resident.

215. Melospiza lincolni. Lincoln's Sparrow.

A common migrant. Not as well known as it

might be.

216. Melospiza fjeorgiana. Swamp Sparrow.

A common summer resident.

217. Passerella iliaca. Fox Sparrow. Com-
mon migrant.

218. Pipilo erythrophtJialimis. Towhee.

Fairly common summer resident.

219. Cardinalis cardinalis. Cardinal. A
male in perfect plumage has been taken by Mr.

Roberts near Minneapolis. Mr. Hatch also

says "it has been obtained in pairs."

220. Habia ludoviciana. Rose-breasted

Grosbeak. A common summer resident.

221. Passerina ryanea. Indigo Bunting.

Common summer resident.

222. Spiza americana. Black-throated Bunt-

ing. Summer resident. Common some years,

scarce others.

223. Calamospiza melanocorys. Lark Bunt-

ing. Not common. A bird of the prairies.

Observed in Traverse and Lacquiparle Counties.

224. Pyranga erythromelas. Scarlet Tana-

ger. Common summer resident.

225. Proline suhis. Puri^le Martin. Com-

mon summer resident.

226. Petrochelidon liinifrons. Cliff Swallow.

Common summer resident.

227. C'helidon erythrogaster. Barn Swallow.

Not common. Do not nest in colonies like

the last.

228. Tachycineto hirolor. White-bellied

Swallow. Common summer resident.

229. CUvicola rlparia. Bank Swallow.

Common summer resident.

230. Stehjidopteryx serripennis. Rough-

winged Swallow. Not so common as the last.

Breeds.

231. AmpeUsgarntlus. Bohemian Waxwing.

Common winter visitor, but irregular in its

occurrence. Feeds on mountain ash berries,

apples, etc. Does not arrive till late in the

winter and departs in April. An exception

was one taken by myself at Minneapolis on

October 9, 1888.

232. Ampelis cedrorum. Cedar Waxwing.

Common summer resident.

233. Laniiis horealis. Northern Shrike.

Winter and spring visitor. Fairly common.

Does not breed.

234. Laniiis ludovicianus. Loggerhead

Shrike.
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235. Laninti htdni-lricnms excuhitorkle^.

White-rumped Slirike. Not knowing just

what position our shrikes held, I decided to

submit tlie question to Prof. Kidgway, and

sent him a small series for examination. He
wrote me, "None of your slirikes are typical

of either Indov'icianns or exnOiitnrUJex, all being

intermediate between the two forms"; those

from Minneapolis (dark), he said, were nearest

the formei', while some from tlie southern part

of the state (light) were decidedly nearer the

latter. Tlierefore I consider it safe to list

l)oth forms.

236. Vireo olivaceun. Eed-eyed Vireo. Com-
mon summer resident.

2'.]1. Vireo philadelpJiiciis. Philadelphia

Vireo. Not common. Migrant.

238. Vireo gilinis. Warbling Vireo. Com-
mon summer resident.

239. Vireo Jlarifrons. Yellow-throated

Vireo. Summer resident. Xot very common.
240. Vireo solifarius. Solitary Vireo. Mi-

grant. Common.
241. Vireo belli. BelFs Vireo. Entered on

the authority of Thos. Miller, who has ob-

served it at Heron Lake. With more observ-

ers in the south it would be doubtless found

well represented.

242. Miiiotilta varia. Black and White
Warbler. Common migrant.

243. Profhonotaria cltrea. Prothonotary

Warbler. Common along the Mississippi in

the south, as at Redwing and La Crescent,

breeding at both places.

244. Jfelinitlienis vermivornii. Worm-eating
Warbler. The only person who seems to have
observed this warbler is Mr. C. B. Johnson,

who saw a pair at Redwing first week of June,

lS8i). Although he did not shoot the birds he

watclied them some time and is sure of the

identity, noticing the characteristic maikings
on the head.

24."). neliitintliopliilK piinis. Blue-winged

Yellow Warbler. Rare. Has been taken by
Mr. Roberts on May 17, 1880, near Minnehalia

Falls. Mr. J. C. Hvoslef took two at Lanes-

boro on August 28, 1887.*

24(). Ilelininthophila chrysoptera. Golden-

winged Warbler. Migrant. Not common.
Breeds in the northern i)art of the state.

247. Uehinittlinjiliila riifirapilln. Nashville

Warbler. (Jommon migrant.

248. Ilelininthophila celata. Orange-crowned
Warbler. Migrant. Not common.

24VI. IlelntiiitliopJiila pere(jrin<i. Tennessee

* Auk, Aiiril, ISIU), piige 213.

Warbler. Migrant. Common. Some years

abundant.

250. CompNothlypifi americana. Parula War-
bler. Migrant. Not common.

251. BendrolcaUfjrina. Cape May Warbler.

Migrant. Fairly common.
252. Dendroica (e.'<fiva. Yellow Warbler.

Abundant summer resident.

253. Beudroica c(Brulesce.ns. Black-throated

Blue Warbler. Migrant. Rare.

254. Dendroica coronata. Myrtle AVarbler.

Abundant migrant.

255. Dendroica marulosa. Magnolia War-
bler. Common migrant.

256. Dendroica ccerulea. Cerulean Warbler.

Rare. Has been taken by Mr. Hvoslef once at

Lanesboro, on May 5, 1887.

257. Dendroica pemiKylvanira. Chestnut-

sided Warbler. Common migrant. A few re-

main to breed.

258. Dendroica casfanea. Bay-breasted

Warbler. Not common. Observed in migra-

tions.

259. Dendroica .striata. Black-poll Waibler.

Common m igrant.

260. Dendroica hlackhariiiee. Blackburninn

AVarbler. Migrant. Not very common.
261. Dendroica viren^. Black-throated

fireen AVarbler. Common migrant. A few
breed.

262. Dendroica vit/or.^ii. Pine AA'arbler.

Migrant. Not very common.
263. Dendroica pahnar^im. Palm AA'aibler.

Abundant migrant.

164. Seiiirns a)trocaj)illii.'i. (jolden-crowned

Thrush. Common summer resident.

265. Seiuru.s novehoracensi.s n(dahilis. Giin-

nell's AVater Thrush. This form of the AA^Tter

Thrush is a common migrant and breeds in

the northern part of the state.

266. Seiiirns uKdacilla. Ijarge-billcd AA'ater

Thrush found in the southern ])art. It is com-
mon at lianesboro and Heron Lake, but not

found at Minneapolis.

267. Geothlypis pliitadelpliia. Mourning
AVarbler. Rare, but has been taken near Min-

neapolis, and breeds in the vicinity of Uuluth,

268. GeothlypiH trichati occidentali.s. A\''est-

ern Yellow-throat. According to Mi'. Ridgway
our Yellow-throats are referable to this

variety. It is a common summer resident.

269. Icteria riren.s. Yellow-breasted Chat,

Found principally in the southern part, but

has been known to nest near Minneapolis in

the summer of 1885, but I was never able to

discover any biids during six years' collecting

there.
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270. Sijlvanla ntUratu. Hooded Warbler.

Rare. Entered on the authority of Mr. Thos.

Miller, who has observed it at Heron lake. He
say.s regarding it, " I observed it one Sunday

afternoon at a distance of fifteen feet for nearly

an hour. Of its identity I am positive."

271. Si/lvania pHs///rt. Wilson's Warbler.

Migrant. Common.
272. Syhmnia canadensis. Canadian Warbler.

Migrant. Not common.
278. Setophaf/a mtic'iUn. Redstart. Abun-

dant migrant. Breeds.

274. Anthus pennsylvanicns. American Tit-

lark. Migrant. Not common, at least near

Minneapolis, where I have seen it but a few

times.

275. Anthns sprai/nFit. Sprague's Titlark.

Rare, and confined to the prairies of the

western part, where they are said to breed. I

am (juite sure I observed this species in Lac-

tpiipaile County, but could not get the bird in

question, and decide positively. It was high

in the air and singing loudly a song I had never

heard before. 1 am positive it was neither a

Sliore Lark nor a Loiigspur, but think it must

have ])een sprayucli.

27(). Galeoscoptes rarollnensis. Catbird.

Abundant summer resident.

277. Ilarpnr/if/nrhiisrufus. Brown Thrasher.

Abundint summer resident.

278. Troglodytes aedon parkmanni. Park-

man's Wren. In Mr. Hatch's list both aedon

n\u\ park)nanni are listed as " common," but

Mr. Roberts once took the trouble to

collect a series of House Wrens from differ-

ent parts of the state and sent them to Mr.

Ridgway for identification, who pronounced

them all parkmanni, and the most typical spec-

imens he had ever seen.

279. Tror/lodyfps hieiniUs. AVinter Wren.

Not common. A few stay all winter.

280. Cistothonis stellaris. Short-billed

^[arsh Wren. Not common, and little ob-

served, but breeds.

281. Cistofhorns j)aliistris. Long-billed

Marsh Wren. Abundant in marshes.

2S2. CertJiia fainiUiiris amerlcanus. Brown
Creeper. Resident. Common. Breeds to the

north.

288. SItfa earolinensis. White-breasted

Nuthatcli. A constant resident. Breeds.

284. Sitfa canadensis. Red-breasted Nut-

hatch. Not common. Breeds to the north.

285. Piiriis atricapilliis. Black-capped

Chickadee. Abundant. Constant resident.

280. Iteijiibis satrapa. (iolden-crowned

Kinglet. Common migrant.

287. Rer/iiltts calendula. Ruby-crowned
Kinglet. Also a common migrant.

288. Turdiis mustelinus. Wood Thrush.

Common summer resident.

289. Turdiis fuscescens. Wilson's Thrush.

Common summer resident.

290. Tardus allcla'. Gray-cheeked Thrush.

Common migrant. Found in company with

the next and more common. A few remain

during the summer to breed. Know of two

nests being found near Minneapolis in 1880.

Nested near the ground like a Wilson's Thrush,

but the eggs were finely sprinkled with black

or very dark brown.

291. Turdus swainsonii. Olive-backed

Thrush. Migrant. Not common.
292. Turdus aonalaschkce pallasll. Hermit

Thrush. Common. A few breed at Lake

Minnetonka every year.

29o. Merula niU/ratorla. American Robin.

Abundant summer resident.

294. Slalla stalls. Bluebird. Common sum-

mer resident.

295. Slalla mexlcana. Western Bluebird.

"Only one seen. Red River." Hatch.

Favors — What are to Him Old

Names.

Several times lately I have seen anxious in-

quiries for a portrait of the author of "Dick-

cissel" for Splz<( Americana. I am happy to

say that I can oblige their cuiiosity. In the

July number of the O. & O. appears a por-

'

trait of tlie bird in (juestion, let them look at

this. Surely no one who lias ever heard the

song of the Dickcissel can question the origin

of his name. Take a trip to the nearest clover

fields and hear him say " dick, dick, cissel,

cissel." Vesper Sparrow has always borne

that cognomen in this vicinity so that the

change seems appropriate.

Although I have many times noticed the

similarity of a wheeling, scurrying fiock of P.

nivalis to fiakes of snow whirled and tossed

by the wind, still I prefer Snow Bunting. I

have no arguments to offer in defense of that

statement other than that I like it better.

As Spinas ]>lnus is of the same genus as the

Groldfinch I see no reasons (there are some

doubtless) why he should be Pine Siskin any

more than the other should be Gold Siskin.

Blue Yellow-backed Warbler is better

than Parula inasmuch as it describes some

peculiarity of the bird which Parula does not.

.S E. W.
Kent County, Mich.
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Nesting of the Arizona Jay.

Aphelocoma sieherii arizon(e, the Arizona

Jay, is one of the most characteristic birds of

southern Arizona. In the Huachuca moun-

tains it is a common resident, frequenting the

live oalc groves of tlie can jus and footliills at

from 4,000 to 7,000 feet elevation, where they

remain in flocks or bands of lialf a dozen or

more during tlie entire year.

They are very noisy birds, often making

themselves unwelcome visitors by surround-

ing any traveller and screaming angrily about

hiin, and following along for half a mile.

To any one hunting deer or such game they

are a great disadvantage, often warning off

the game before it can be seen.

The nesting season commences by the

middle of March and continues until the end

of May. I have found fresh eggs during tlie

entire period, althougli most of the eggs are

laid by the last of April. In the cool caflons

the nesting takes place later than in the

foothills.

I have found the nests of this species almost

invariably placed in oaks, either the largest

rugged trees, or the saplings of a second

growth. Tliey vary in height from six to

thirty feet, and are placed either on liorizontal

limbs or in the upright crotches, in the tops of

the trees, and I have found them rarely in the

small twigs at the extreme end of a branch.

The nests are all very mucli alike and can be

told at a glance from the nest of any other bird

I have evtM' examined. The platform is invari-

ably a large mass of sticks and oak twigs piled

up loosely, and held together only by their

crooked shape. Upon this is built the nest

proper, which is a somewhat flat structure of

line brown or yellow roots and a lining of hair

hom the mane or tail of a horse. Some of these

nests are very thin, and when removed tliey

can be seen through; others are nearly an inch

thick and very compactly built. Occasionally

a nest is made of a peculiar black root, and

when also lined with black hair it looks

pecvdiar.

During tlie season of 1890, 1 collected sev-

eral dozen of these nests and over a hundred

eggs. The variation which these show is

remarkable for a plain egg. I have fouiul from

two to six eggs as a full set, the usual number
being three, four, or five in about equal num-
bers. Their color is deep greenish-blue, from

the shade of a Robin's egg to nearly the color

of a Catbird's, although not so glossy as the

latter. In most of these eggs there are faint

bluish spots apparently but a few shades

lighter than the ground color. These spots are

constant in a large series, although sometimes

very faint and sparse, and almost invisible.

They appear to be scattered uniformly over

the eggs with perhaps a trifle more at the huger
end. Of the large series of specimens before

me the average measurements are 1.21 x .89.

The largest egg measures 1.27 x .95. The small-

est specimen 1.08 x .83. Two extreme in shape

measure 1.21 x .80 and 1.06 x .90. The shape

varies from oval to pear shape and sometimes
almost spherical. The typical shape will

about correspond with that of our eastern

Jay's eggs. O. C. Poling.

Fort Huachuca, Arizona.

Horned Lark or Prairie Horned
Lark, Which is It?

There seems to be a wide difference of opin-

ion in regard to the birds with the above

heading. Most of our eminent writers on the

subject claim that the bird found in this part

of Michigan is the Prairie Horned Lark, while

the majority of our local ornithologists, who
have made the bird found here a careful study,

claim it to be the true Horned Lark {Olocorix

alpestri.'i) and have marked their specimens of

birds and eggs in their cabinets as such. Mr.

Davie in his valuable work {Nestii and Eggs of

North American UircZ.s' —Tliird Edition) in

speaking of the Horned Lark {Otocoris alpes-

tris) says that, as there are a number of geo-

graphical varieties of the Horned Lark, the

greatest uncertainty has always attended tl.eir

identification even by experts, and the breed-

ing and winter ranges of the various sub-

species do not yet seem to be clearly defined,

in which he seems to be right. It is my opin-

ion that the variety found here, for we have

but one, is the true Horned Lark, fir one

thing is certain, that tlie variety that winteis

with us is the one found bleeding here early

in March, and if it is not the Horned Lark
then that variety never visits this part of

Michigan. I hoi)e that my ornithological

friends will pardon me for being so positive,

but as I have made this bird a careful study

for a number of years, and as I have Watched it

daily through the winter months and through

its early mating and nesting season I couhl

not help but be convinced that it is the Horned
Lark. Some of these birds must nest very

early for on March 27, 18SH), 1 found a yoi.ng
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bird that had ksft tlie nest and was all feath-

ered out and able to fly three or four rods at a

time. Judj;ing from the time that it took for

the bird to mature, I think that the egg that

it hatched from must have been laid the last

of February or the first of March. I have

often seen their nests, after the eg^s had been

deposited, covered with snow to quite a depth,

wliioh generally causes them to forsake their

nest. But I have often found the bird clinging

to her treasures under quite a dei^th of snow.

I found three nests last spring, the first one

March 25, 1890. It contained two fresh eggs,

but a Hawk killed the bird on the nest and

devoured her on the spot before she had laid

her full set. The second nest was found

Afarch 27, 1890. It contained three eggs

slightly incubated; and the third nest was

found March 30, 1890. It contained three

fresh eggs. All of the nests were built in a

depression in the ground just dee^j enough so

that the top edge of the nest was just even

with the surface, and were all composed of

fiue grass and lined with a few feathers and

down from the bull-thistle. I hope that the

identification of these birds may soon be

settled beyond a doubt, for I know there are

many cabinets throughout the land that con-

tain these birds and their eggs, and some are

labeled "Horned liark" while others are

marked "Prairie Horned Lark," and one or

the other of them is surely marked wrong.

James B. Purdy.
riymovUh, Wayne Co., Mich., Aug 4, 18:i0.

Foot-rule and Scales.

There is nothing better calculated to knock
tlie romance out of the enormous specimens of

fish, llesh and fowl that become the prey of

the hunter and fisherman than these two small

instruments— foot-rule and scales.

Several "large" eagles have been mentioned

in the O. & O. at ditferent times and quite a

little discussion arose on the question of size.

I well remember the first eagle I ever

handled. He was alive, one wing being broken,

and by the time I had got him safely laid out

I began to speculate on his spread of wing.

The specimen was an adult " l)ald " and I

could not feel satisfied under seven and a half

or eight feet across the wings— sometiiing to

talk about. The foot-rule was introduced and
gave the returns as six feet six inches.

A mucii larger adult specimen of tlie same
species was handled shortly after but circum-

stances were such that I had no opportunity of

measuring. A conservative estimate would
have given this one some eight or eight and a

half feet spread. It was probably not over

seven. I got hold of another one that seemed
very large, this time an immature " bald,"

second year I think. I fully expected seven

and a half feet this time; foot rule said six

feet nine inches.

I was down the creek after Louisiana Water
Thrush nests last spring and came on a chicken

snake laying stretched out on the bare ground.

"Seven feet, or I'm a liar," I remarked to my-
self confidentially as my eye measured every

inch of his length. I fully believe that

anyone used to measuring snakes only by eye

would have estimated that one at seven and
a half or eight feet. It was an enormous
specimen for this region. It's correct length

by the foot-rule was five feet nine inches.

I remember being told some years ago by a

man who had twice doubled Cape Horn in a

sailing ship, that the Albatrosses killed in the

Pacific and brought aboard ship measured
twenty-eight or thirty feet from tip to tip.

Science comes along with afoot-rule and says

they don't grow that large now-a-days. Con-

dors are or were popularly supposed to meas-

ure twelve or fifteen feet across the wings, but

collectors of these large specimens usually left

their foot-rule at home.

I had a mean trick played on me the other

day. I was one of a small fishing party, and

on reaching the river and commencing opera-

tions one of the crowd produced a carpenter's

rule, and remarked that he was now ready to

record the size of all large fish caught, having

brought his instrument along in the interests

of truth. Among other things we caught agar
that was at least three feet long and would

have been recorded as such had not that miser-

able carpenter's rule said it was twenty-four

inches only.

Winter before last I caught my first otter. I

was as proud as a dog with two tails, and sat

on a log and admired my game, good fashion,

before making any estimates. I knew very

well that the book size of an otter was four

feet and a half long, weight, twenty-five

pounds. Mine I estimated at four feet by

twenty pounds, but before I got home I

thought he weighed forty. Foot-rule said three

feet six inches, and scales .said fifteen pounds.

I have trapped a number of others since then

and can now estimate the size of an otter

pretty well.

Early last spring I was crossing a ridge of
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woods and came on a possum sitting' in the

fork of a black jack some twenty -live feet up.

Needing his skin and not wishing to make a

sieve of it I manceuvred around until his

body was protected by the fork, leaving only

his head visible. After shooting at him four

times with tens, sixes and B. B."s, climbing for

him, knocking him out, catching him on the

ground and killing him, I discovered what I

thought before, that I had secured a large pos-

sum, though poor. On my way home I met
two men going fishing who exclaimed at the

large size of my game. I handed it to one

of them asking what he thought it weighed.

He "hefted" it and remarked that "that

possum '11 dress eight pounds." I expressed

surprise as my estimate of its weight was
about seven pounds, gross. He handed it to

the other man who likewise gave its weight at

eight pounds when dressed. I met another old

fellow a little further on, a man who knows
what's what in possum lore. He also con-

sidered it a big one but gave no specified

weight. People here who don't use scales con-

sider a possum should weigh six or eight or

more pounds when dressed to be a large one,

and you can hear of them up to ten or twelve

pounds. On putting mine on the scales he

weighed exactly five and a half pounds, gross,

equivalent I suppose to three and a half or

four pounds, net. My faith in ten pounders is

small since then.

AVith regard to tiie use of foot-rule and
scales by fishermen I can only say "don't."
(rive us liberty (to estimate the size of our fish)

or give us death. IT. H. Briuilei/.

Raleigh, X. C.

On the Nesting Habits and Eggs of

the Vermillion Flycatcher.

This interesting Flyaitcher {PyvdrephalHS ni-

bineii>i iiit'.rirxnnis) is of <piite common occur-

rence throughout the most of Arizona. It is

not a bird of the mountains, but its favorite re-

sort is along the streams and washouts from the

mountains or in the valleys between tlie differ-

ent ranges. They sometimes enter the wide

canons and nest in the scrub oaks of the foot-

hills, but seem more at home among the syca-

m )res or willows of the water courses.

Tlu\y are met with in considerable numbers
in the vicinity of Fort Huachuca, Arizona, and

during the spring of 1890 several dozen pairs

bred close to or within the post. A dry creek

bed lined with sycamores and walnuts, and e\-

tendingout from the mountains several miles,

was their principal nesting grounds. In the

month of April most of these birds come up
from the south, the males in advance of the

females. As soon as the females arrive nest-

ing is begun, and by the middle of May most
of the nests are completed and eggs laid.

I found my first nest of the season on May
9th. It contained four yrning birds a day or

two old which was an uiuisually early record

for this species. During the month of May
about a dozen nests were found contaiinng

eggs or young. These were usually jilaced in

oaks, sycamores, willows, or wahmts at from
eight to twenty feet from the ground. They
are generally at the end of a horizontal limb

either on a fork of the limb or on the main
limb, and generally but a small part of it is

visible from beneath. The male is usually

close about the nest, and its bright plumage,

together with its habit of poising and flutter-

ing in the air like a butterfly makes it very

consi)icuous.

The nests and eggs of this bird are different

from those of any other species I am familiar

with. Though about the.'-ame color as a Wood
Pewee's nest they are more shallow, not so

large, and composed partly of short twigs

woven together with cobwebs. Often bits of

twigs are seen all over the inside of the nest

where eggs are lying. I have never seen any

lichens used in the construction of these nests,

although plenty of it is to be found on the

trees about them. The eggs are of a deep

cream or buff color, sometimes as deep as in

the eggs of Traill's Flycatcher, and are lieavily

marked with different shades of brown, gray,

and lilac : with usually a distinct and broad ring

of blotches aiound the larger eiul, altlumgli

sometimes the smaller eiul or the middle of

the egg is most heavily marked. Of a dozen

selected eggs the measurements are as follows:

.74X.50, .73X.56, .73 x ..'jr,, .72 x .oG, .72x..^;r),

.71 X ..")(], .()!) X ..55, .68 X ..').'j, .fiS x .53, .67 x .56.

.67 x ..53 and .63 x .52.

The largest egg in the .series collected by

myself is .77 x .C)(^ and the smallest .()3 x .52.

Ollio ('. Poliii;).

Fort Hiiai'liuca, Arizona.

Late Breeding of the Goldfinch.

The well-known fact of an American Gold-

finch breeding later than other birds has been

a puzzle to ornithologists, especially as it stays
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with us all winter and doffs liis summer suit as

soon as apple blossoms unfold; few build in

northern New Jersey before the beginning of

July and later. The latter part of August and

September is the time I hear most young ones

squeaking after the old birds to be fed. On
one occasion I watched a nest of young near

my house that left the nest on the last of

September whicli was probably a second nest.

I need not go through the quotations from

various oinitliohtgists as to the probable

reasons of this late breeding, such as i>roper

food for their young, or materials for building

their nests, etc. One tiling is certain, they

are as joyful as any of the amorous birds in

spring that commence housekeeping promptly

as soon as the weather permits them. Who
has not heard tlie Goldfinch's sweet notes

among the fruit tree blossoms? Often a flock

on one tree all sing together as if trying to

outsing each other. I have noticed for a num-
ber of years that after the flood of dandelion

seed was over the Goldfinches became scarce,

too, and 1 began to suspect tliat the birds left

to follow up the flowers as the harvest ap-

pro.ached further north, following up the

ripening seed of which they are intensely fond.

They will so eagerly aligiit on the roadside or

any sheltered corner where the first ripe seed

appears that they may be very closely ap-

proached, and as the seed gets ph-ntiful many
more birds arrive, to disappear when tlie seed

becomes scanty. This season I made test ob-

servations and found that on the beginning of

June few Goldfinches were left; after I saw
none for two weeks; on the 2()th of June I

saw two male birds, next week one or two
more; but not till July did I see little parties

of two or three males in company. It was the

middle of July before I saw any females. In

this part there are very few thistles, so I

do not think they stoi> for that, as some sup-

pose. The birds are quite common from July.

If some ornithologists will take observations

farther north to track the birds it could soon

be found whether my theory is correct.

Henry Hales.
Ridfrewood, X.J.

moss, drawn together in heaps and anchored
in a bed of rushes. There were then about
fifty nests, and a few contained the full com-
plement of eggs, which is rarely over four.

The nests were all placed where the water was
about eighteen inches deep and fifty feet from
the shore. I visited them again on the 10th of

July and found their numbers had augmented
considerably. Now there were hundreds breed-

ing there, and at a distance they looked like a

heavy black line as they sat on their eggs. On
my first visit I marked some of the unfinished

sets as I was anxious to know the period of

incubation. Not seeing any liatched I broke

one, to test them, which was about two thirds

incubated, but the chick was dead. I selected

an egg from each nest of those near me and

found them all the same. I passed through

the whole colony occasionally testing them
until I reached those that were more recently

laid, but although here incubation had not so

far advanced they were all destroyed. Until

then we had had no bad thunder storms. In

these high altitudes lightniug will sometimes

strike a lake and kill most of the fish, but I

certainly cannot attribute this catastrophe to

that, but it is my firm belief the sun was the

only destroying elemeut. Being fully exposed,

the old birds found their task unbearable,

left their nests, and there is not a doubt in my
mind but tliat they were all literally cooked.

Wm. G. Sinith.
Lovelaml, Col.

Nesting of the Eared Grebe.

On June 20th, in company with Mr. Dennis
Gale, I visited a colony of Eared Grebes (C'o-

lynihuK niyrlcoUlH cnllfornia)uif<) that had com-
menced nesting in an alkali swamp in this

locality. Their nests were composed of water

Nesting of Olive-sided Flycatcher.

The above named, though not common, are

yet regular visitors during the summer
months, and are found frequenting the old

clearings and open places in the country.

They may be seeu perched on the tiptop of

some old rampike, tall spruces, or out on the

end of a dead limb of some hardwood tree, and

are easily distinguished from other birds by
their upright position on the branches, and

their peculiar cry of two, two, two, two, two,

two, the last sound being sharper and longer

drawn out than the first. When on the wing
and darting after insects, from the top of one

tree to the other, their flight is almost identi-

cal witli that of the cedar bird, and at a dis-

tance, one very apt to be confounded with this

latter species.

Three different pairs of these Flycatchers

came under my observation during the months

of June and July last, hence following remarks*
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The first nest I found was on 21st of June.

I had watched tlie old birds prior to this for

tliree different days, but failed to discover the

nest. I had a pretty good idea about where it

was situated, and this time getting under

cover I kept my eyes on the birds. Pretty

soon the J darted off towards some tall black

spruces, and failing to reappear I walked up,

and taking a jjosition where I could command
the different trees I discharged one barrel of

my gun, when out she darted from near the

top of a tall black spruce over to my right.

Going over I walked round and round the tree,

searching closely the branches overhead, and

shortly spotted what I took to be the nest

placed way oat on one of the limbs and about

fifty feet up from where I stood. I started up

the tree, and after getting up about half way

took another look at what 1 supposed to be

the nest, and examining it carefully came to

the conclusion that it was an old last year's, so

slid down the tree, got under cover again and

waited for the 9 to show up, ruminating

meanwhile on the uncertainties of this life and

the finding of Olive-sided Flycatchers' nests in

particular. In a little while the 9 showed up,

and shortly, much to my surprise, she lit on

the limb close to my "last year's nest," and

with a hop and a skip disappeared within. I

dropped a few remarks, and straightway began

to reascend the tree. Arriving on a level

with the nest 1 found it was too far out on the

branch to get at, and the limb not strong

enough to carry me, so going above it I looked

down and there I saw three beautiful white

eggs, marked with red and brown spots laying

in a very rough, fiat kind of a nest. I then

got down to the limb and, thinking things

over, a grand idea for the rescue of the nest

came with such a rush upon me that if I had

not a firm grip upon the limb I verily believe

that I should have been tumbled to the earth

below. The "idea" that came so near ter-

minating my brief existence upon this terres-

trial globe was very simple. I should cut off"

the limb and lift it with the nest, in towards

me. So at it I went, and just as I got the

blessed limb about cut through it suddenly

bent down and away went the three eggs out

of the nest and scattered to the four winds

(like the flour in the story of "Hard Times").

Gasping for air, and allowing the tears to fall

unchecked, I caught myself by the back of the

neck with one hand and with the other low-

ered myself from limb to limb to the earth

below, kicking myself as I went and praying

at the same time. Arriving on the ground, I]

gathered up my trails, and, walking over the

dog, left for home, a sadder and a wiser man.

Next day, the 22d, on thinking the matter

over I came to the conclusion that I had acted

rather hastily, and determining to secure

another nest I started out. After knocking

about for some little time I spotted a bird

perched up on top of an old dead tree, sitting

up straight as an arrow, and every now and

again getting oft in good form his hearty cry

of two, two, etc. Getting up closer I watched

that bird from o'clock in the afternoon

until 6.30, and examined carefully every tall

tree (spruce) in the vicinity, discharging at

intervals my gun, but failed to make the 9
show up. On the 28d I spent the day watching

this particular bird, and this time the 9 ^'^s

on hand, but in spite of all my efforts and

knowing the nest must be close by I failed

entirely to locate it, and wishing the birds a

fond adieu, retired.

July 2d I started out again, and after walk-

ing for quite a while came across another

"Olive-sided" occupying a dignified position

on the top of a tall spruce tree. After watch-

ing for some time and lie confining his fiight

to three trees in close proximity I concluded

the abiding place of his better half was close

by. Getting close to the trees I discharged

my gun, and was promp.tly rewarded by see-

ing the 9 come out from one of the ti-ees to

my left. Going close to the tree and getting

under cover I waited for the $ to return, and

point out the way to her nest. In a short

time she came back, and flying into the tree

that I was watching disappeared in one of its

branches. I then walked underneath the tree

and gazing up began to scan the branches, but

not being able to see the nest I stood out from

the tree and discharged my gun again when
away darted the 9i ^ii*^ tliis time showing the

limb, and way out on the end of it the nest.

Going up the tree I found on reaching the nest

that it was placed on the end of a smaller

branch that shot out from the main limb, and

was even harder to get at than the one found

June 21st, so going above the nest and looking

down I saw that it held three eggs, but having

no means of securing them, got down the tree

and left, intending to return.

July 3d found me once more underneath the

tree with a tiny flannel dip net rigged on a

good, long, light pole (a la Bishop style, Kent-

ville), when, slinging my colh'cting box, full of

cotton wool, over my shoulders and taking

dip net in one hand, 1 proceeded carefully to

mount the tree, and going above the nest and
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working out on limbs, as far as I dared, I was

just able to reach the nest with the net, and

carefully pushing it in the nest and underneath

the eggs 1 had the satisfaction of seeing them
disappear within, and in a few seconds they

were in my possession and wrapped in the

wool, and packed away in the collecting box.

Then knocking the nest off with the net and

dropping both to the ground, I was soon with

them, right side up, and this time with my
eggs and nest safe and sound. Then shooting

the 9. I left for home.

The nest is a very crude and shallow affair

made of lootlets and twigs and lined very

slightly with a little long, gray moss. The
nest measures 2J^ inches on the inside, 0%
inches outside, and 1'^ inches deep. The eggs

are very pretty, having a yellowish-white

ground with pale and dark reddish-brown

sj)ots. Both nests were built on black spruce

trees. Harry Austeii.

Halifax, N. S.

Woodchucks Climb Trees
Egg Collecting.

When

I notice in your last issue you speak of a

Woodchuek climlting a tree, and say you think

that is veiy unusual. While this is not exactly

within the province of either the ornithologist

or oologist, perhai)s it Avould not be out of

place to state that here in southern Wisconsin

it is by no means unusual to find woodchucks
in trees. When out looking after eggs I very

often see one biying along the horizontal limb

of a black oak or burr oak, and on several oc-

casions have thrown clubs at them and

knocked them down.

You may put me down as in favor of the

old names in preference to the A. O. U.

While "arose" would smell as sweet if called

by any other name, it would be a great deal

harder to convey to other people the idea of

what flower you were talking of. The com-

mon names belong tn the people, and to try

to change them only adds chaos to confusion.

Stoiifihtoil, Wis. IT" 11'. G.

names they have started out with, what will

they be at the third or fourth change? The
following is as likely to appear as anything

else:

OLD NAMES. NEW NAMES.
Bay-winged Bunting, Snake in the Grass.
Snow Bunting, Whirlygig.
Sparrow Hawk, Mouse Trap.
Night Hawk, Insect Net.
Bobolink, Grinde Organ.
Road lUinner, .1 I C. [washee.
Spotted Sandpiper, John Chinaman washee
Pied-billed Grebe, Sea Cow.
Fish Hawk, Hell Diver.
American Bittern, Maish Bull.

Ruffled Grouse. Thunder Pumper.
American Crossbill, Ice Tongs.
American Flamingo, Oyster Tongs.
Great Blue Heron, Straddle Bug.
Bald Eagle, Jesse James.
Turkey Buzzard, Old Fragrant.
White or Whooping

Crane, Johnny Jumji-up.

These names will all be new when brought

out by the A. O. U. Who is running this

world, the Ruler and Preserver of all tilings or

the A. O. U.? If the latter, why kick or vote,

if they are not, why all this hubbub?
Mosfihack.

New Publications.

Correspondence.

Editor of O. it 0.:

We would not object so seriously to the

adoption of the new names of some of our

birds as coined by the A. O. U. if that would

settle it, but it will not. In a few years these

new names will become old and must be

changed again, and so on from time to

time. Considering some of the ridiculous

There has just come to hand a little book on

sanitary and economic cooking which is in-

tended to teach people of moderate means how
to liv<! cheaply and healthfully. This class

surely includes the average naturalist and col-

lector beyond a doubt, and our hearts bounded

with delight at the thought of being able to

economize sufficiently to live within our in-

come; but to our great disappointment we
could find no instructions how to advanta-

geously cook a Warbler after his skin had been

duly taken care of, nor how to make an English

Sparrow stew, especially available since the

late action of our legislative Solons, in putting

this bird among the rapacious birds of prey,

so injurious to the welfare of the agriculturist;

nor yet how to make the flesh of a ("row or

Hawk palatable and savory. But after a per-

usal of its pages we think that with our limited

knowledge of the culinary department and

the aid of the necessary scientific apparatus

of thermometer and stew kettle, we might be

able, with the assistance of an editress, to

concoct an appetizing repast out of a very

limited aniDunt of raw material.

"Practical Sanitary and Economic Cook-

ing," a prize essay by Mrs. Mary Hinman

Abel. 12mo. 190 pp. I'ublished by the Ameri-

can I'nblic Health Association.
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Brief Notes.

otto GruiKluiann, a native of Meissen, Sax-
ony, for a number of years connected wirli the
Art Museum, Boston, as a director and in-

structor, died early in September wliile on a
visit to his native city. Mr. Grundmann was
a true U)ver of nature, seeing beauty in all its

branches. During the i>ast five years he has
been a constant caller at our office. The finest

specimens of inounted birds that we could
obtain were always put aside for his inspection.
It was his intention to present to the High
School of Meissen a complete collection of
birds of North America, and many a fine lot

has been sent. His untimely death will be a
great loss to those whom he intended to benefit.

Several sets of eggs of the Florida Burrow-
ing Owl have found their way into the market.
It looks as if some one had struck a colony.
They are rare just the same.

Those of our readers who have stuffed heads
in their collections should look to them at tlli.^

season. No matter how well they may be
cured or poisoned. If there is any appearance
of insect pest, lose no time in applying a bath
of naptha over the surface with a cloth or
sponge. It will arrest their depredations.
C^are must be taken to have no light or lire

near as naptha is highly inflammable.

One of our correspondents asks "Wliat are
considered the rules of exchange?"

Dealers, we think, uniformly allow one half
rates on eggs and skins, re<piiiing them to be
sent subject to api)r<)val. 'I'hat is, for every
ten dollars' worth sent, if found to be as rep-
resented five dollars' worth will be sent in

return. Those who are not dealers exchange
at even rates. In making exchanges it is well
to be sure that you are trading with respon-
sible parties. There are two reasons why in
trading a favor is made to a dealer. First, a
dealer will make a larger exchange, taking
with rare eggs many of the common ones that
could not otherwise be disposed of, and will

offer a better assortment in return. Second,
a dealer must live by the exchange, while
other parties indulge in it as pastime. There
shouhl be no friction in the matter. The
dealer and the collector are mutually depend-
ent upon each other.

Some of those little artificial birds that just
now crowd the millinery stores are not all as
innocent as they appear. Some that we exam-
ined a few days since had the entire wings and
tail of European Skylark wired out the body,
others had feathers from songsters that we
did not recognize.

A flock of Passenger Pigeons that lately ar-

rived at our i)lace are quite wild. The males
indulge in a peculiar noise, an inexpressible
squawk with a broken back. We hoi>e to be
successful in keeping them.

A change in the law in this state no longer
donates one half of the fines imposed to the
lean purses of the " efficient V " game warden,
and now these poor fellows have reduced their
energy to meet the emergency.

One of the best jokes of this permit business
was a case last year where a holder of a per-
mit got fined. He was arrested for shooting
and did not happen to have his permit witii

him. He was squeezed just enough to diaw
blood. It would have been a case that the
Massachusetts League of Ornithologists would
have had fun with if they had been inclined to

pick it up.

It is just a trifle ludicrous the value some of
our exchanges jilace upon their publications.
It looks in some cases as if they had hard
work to give them away.

We surmise that Walter E. Bryant is the
advertising manager of Zoe. The August
number announces that he stai-ti-d south and,
as all the advertisements dropped f)ut, he must
have taken them with them.

Publishers will take notice that, as a ruif,

we do not intciul to review works not having
a direct bearing on Natural History.

The Naturalist will hereafter be published
by the Kansas City Academy of Science, wliich
will have a large exhibit at the Interstate fair,

Sept. 22d, when some 10,000 copies of this

pai)er will be distributed gratis. A Mr. Scar-
rett will donate (pajters tt) be drawn soon) a
large lot in the picturesque neighborhood of

Twenty-six and McGee streets, tor the use of

the Academy, and they are now making dili-

gent efforts to secure a sufficient sum to erect
a suitable building to cover their collections

and growing library. The outlook in this

respect is very bright.
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impossible to prepare them. Tliis nest Avas

situated riglit on the edge of a road with

woods on each side of it, and my brotlier

flushed the female.

My fifth set was taken on the first of June
and consisted of four eggs. It was situated

like all the others, and I flushed the J.
The sixth set was token on the 3d of June,

and contained four eggs of tlie warbler and
one of the Cowbird. Tliis nest was not more
than fifteen feet from a hirge field on the edge

of a wood. TUrd flushed.

I did not take any more sets until the 18th

of June when I took my seventh and last set

of four eggs, although I found three more nests

containing young birds and two which appar-

ently the birds liad deserted.

My brother, Henry Norris, took a set of four

eggs on the 25th of June. The nest was iu>t

more than six feet from a public road where
at least a hundred wagons go past every day,

and the wood was very small.

Result of season's collecting: Myself, five

sets of four, two sets of five, five nests not

yielding any sets, three with young birds and
two deserted. My brother found one set of

four, one of five (too much incubated to pre-

pare), and four nests with young birds. Total,

eight sets, seven nests with young biids and
two deserted. Not a bad season's work, and I

hope to do better next year.

J P. Norris, Jr.
rhilafle]i)liia, Pa.

The Number of Eggs in a Set.

This is one point oological about wliicli

much has been written, and about which
there seems to be a gieat deal of difference of

opinion, many oi iiithologists and collectors

apparently deeming themselves able to decide

wiiat number of eggs any particular bird ought
to lay, without asking the opinion of said bird

first.

Now I don't like to liear the poor birds

treated so, and I unliesitatingly aflirm the

right of any bird to lay a big set or a small set

like some of my pooi' Chickadees and I'rairie

Warblers down here, aiul not to be strictly

limited to laying only wiiat some folks call a

true set, as if sets of any other size were un-

truthful or at any rate came from a big liar (I

refer to the bird, not the collector).

Now I have studied the matter sonu'what
with regard to the birds down here, a id hclow
I give the result of my observations, tlioiigli

of course so far they must be considered as

only approximating the actual facts.

In looking up the matter I endeavored to

locate three points, viz. : What was the stand-

ard set, what was the variation in number of

the set, and thirdly, what was tlie percentage

of sets varying from the standard. And now I

will take the species I have studied in due
order.

Mourning Dove, Turkey Vulture, Whii^poor-

will and Ruby-throated Hummer. Standard

set of each, two, variation none.

Crested Flycatcher. Standard set, five; var-

iation, four to six. Four is second or third

laying and six is rare.

Wood Pewee. Variation, two to three.

Standard set not determined, but two seems
as common as tliree.

Acadian Flycatcher. Standard set, three.

Variation, none.

Red-winged Blackbird. Standard set, three

or four. Variation, three to five; three seems
as common if not commoner than four, and I

have only seen one set of five.

Orchard Oriole. Standard set, five. Vari-

ation, four lo five.

Field Sparrow. Standard set, four. A^ari-

ation, three to four; per cent of variation,

33 1-3.

Cardinal. Standard set, three. Variation,

apparently none, as my sets of two have al-

ways been open to the doubt that some boy

took No. 3 before I got there.

Indigo. Set, three to four, apparently about

equal numbers of each.

Blue (xrosbeak. I used to think four was
the standard set, but three is cpiite as often

the full complement.

Summer Tanager. Set three to four, my
observations fail to determine anyrhing further

so far.

Red-eyed Vireo. Standard set, tliree. Va-

riation, tliree to four.

White-eyed Vireo. Standard set, four.

Variation, three to four. This Ijird does better

than his bigger relative here.

Pine Warbler. Standard set, four. Varia-

tion, three to five. Per cent of variation, ten.

Prairie Warbler. Set, three to four,

liOnisiaiia Water Thrush. Standard set,

five; variation, four to five.

Yellow-breasted Chat. Standard set, four.

Variation, three to four. Per cent of variation :

Mockiiigbirtl. ^tall(lard sef, four. Varia-

tion, three to five. Per cent of variation,

nearly .;">().
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Catbird. Standard set, four. Variation,

three to four.

Brown Thrasher. Variation, three to four.

I used to think three was the standard, but

now I incline to four.

Carolina Wren. Standard set, five. Vari;v

tion, four to five. Per cent of variation small.

Brown-headed Nuthatch. Standard set, six.

Variation, four to six. Per cent of variation,

25 to 50.

Tufted Tit. Variation, five to seven. I

think six is the standard, but haven't sufiticient

data to determine.

Carolina Chickadee. Standard set, five.

Variation, four to seven. Per cent of variation

about 30, perhaps considernbly more.

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher. Set, four or five.

I don't know which is the standard, but will

find out next year.

Wood Thrush. Standard set, four. Varia-

tion, four to five. Per cent of variation about

80.

Bluebird. Set, four or rive.

Up to date this is the best information I can

give as to the size of the sets our poor little

birds lay down here. By "standard" set I

mean the set which predominates in number
on the first laying; on the second laying a

smaller number is often more common.
C. S. Brimley.

Raleigh, X. C.

[Four eggs of the Cardinal are as frequently

found as three. A very large series of their

eggs (from all localities) now before me con-

firms this.

—

T. P. N.]

A Series of Eggs of

Titmouse.

the Tufted

The eggs of the Tufted Titmouse {Pdriis

hicolnr) vary in number from five to nine, al-

though five or six is the number that is usu-

ally found.

The nest is loosely constructed, and is made
of leaves, strips of bark, moss, hair, feathers,

and sometimes snake skins. It is built in an

old hole of a Woodpecker, or in a natural

cavity, and is generally at a consider;ible

height from the ground, although sometimes
low down. Of the twenty-two sets of eggs

now before me one nest was two feet fi-om tlie

ground; another, three feet; a third, five feet;

three others, seven, eight, and eleven feet re-

spectively; three were at fifteen feet; another,

twenty; another, twenty-tive; still another,

twenty-eight feet; two were forty feet; another

forty-eight feet: while two were fifty feet;

and two others sixty feet from the ground.

The eggs vary in shape from ovate to elon-

gate ovate. The gionnd color varies from
white to creamy.

Set I. May 5,1888. Buncombe County, N.
C. Six eggs, fresh. Light creamy white,

speckled all over the surface with hazel:

.80X..58; .77X.55; .79x..5(i; .81x..57; .79x.54-,

.80X.55.

Set II. May 15, 1888. Buncombe County,

N. C. Seven eggs, incubation begun. White,

speckled all ovei- the surface with hazel:

.7-tx.55, .74X.55, .72x.55, .09 x .53; .78 x. 53;

.71 X.54; .68X.50.

Set in. April 13, 1889. Leighton, Ala-

bama. Six eggs, incubation begun. White,

speckled with hazel. One of the eggs has

bolder markings than the others, and in all of

them the specks are closer together near the

ends: .74x.5(); .73x.55; .75x.55; .73x.55;

.72X..56; .72x.56.

Set IV. May 5, 188.'). Buncombe County,

N. C. Four eggs, fresh. White, speckled and
spotted all over the surface with vinaceous-

rufous : .73 x . 54 ; .73 x .55 ; .75 x .55 ; .76 x .55.

Set V. April 20, 1886. Lee County, Texas.

Four eggs, incubation commenced. Light

creamy, speckled, more heavily at the larger

ends, with hazel: .72x.52; .72x.55; .77x.50;

.78X..54.

Set VI. May 8, 1887. Edgecombe County,

N. C. Five eggs, fresh. Light creamy white,

speckled and sjiotted with hazel. The mark-
ings are scattered all over the surface, but are

heaviest near the larger ends on all the eggs

except one, where they are thicker near the

smaller end: .80x.55; .75x.55; .79x.55;

.73 X..53; .74 x .54.

Set VII. April 28, 1888. Wake County, N.

C. Six eggs, fresh. White, speckled, more
heavily at the larger ends, with hazel: .70x.56,

.71X.57; .72 x.54; .69x.56; .69x..56; .70x..55.

Set VIII. May 2, 1888. Buncombe County,

N. C. Seven eggs, incubation begun. AVhite,

speckled and spotted, more heavily at the

larger ends, with vinaceous-rufous. There

are also a few spots of lilac-gray: .74x.56;

.75X.56; .75x.55; .74x..55; .72x.55; .74x..50;

.70X.56.

Set IX. April 26, 1887. Iredell County, N.

C. Six eggs, fresh. Light creamy white,

speckled all over the the surface with vinace-

ous-rufous. Near the larger ends the markings

are heavier: .74x.58: .74x.57; .75x.57;

.73x.58; .73x.58; .72x.55.

Set. X. May 3, 1SS9. Buncombe County,
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N.C. Six eggs, incubation advanced. White,

speckled and spotted all over the surface (but

more heavily near the larger ends) with chest-

nut: .73X.55; .74x.55; .74x.55; .74x.5r);

.74X.55; .75x.55.

Set XL April 27, 1888. Buncombe County,

N. C. Six eggs, incubation begun. Light

creamy virhite, speckled with hazel: .71x.5;3;

.73x 54; .72x.54; .74x..54; .73x.?.2; .73x.5L

SetXIL April 24, 1888. Buncombe County,

N". C, Seven eggs, incubation begun. White,

speckled and spotted, more heavily at the

larger ends, with vinaceous-rufous, and a few

specks of lilac-gray: .75x.r)."i; .74x.r)G;

.74X..56; .7lx..'')8; .7ox..56; .73x.54; .73x.5G.

Set XIII. May 4, 1889. Buncombe County,

N". C. Six eggs, incubaticm advanced. White,

speckled and spotted with chestnut. On tno

of the eggs the markings are principally con-

fined to the smaller ends, but on tlie others

they are at the larger ends; and on one egg the

markings form a wreath. This last is a rare

type of marking for tiiis species, being the

only one so marked in the whole series: .75 x .55;

.74 X .55 ; .70 x .55 ; .(ii) x .5-.^ ; .70 x .53 ; .72 x .'4>.

Set XIV. May2, I8S;). Wake County, N.C\

Seven eggs, fresh. White, speckled and

spotted all over the surface with hazel and a

few specks of lilac-jiray: .70x.54; .()Ux.55;

.()9x.54; .71 x..54; .71x.54; .70x.55; .72x.5.7.

Set XV. May 1, 1888. Edgecombe County,

N. C. Five eggs, incubation advanced. Light

creamy white, speckled and spotted with

hazel. The markings are much lu avier near

the larger ends: .74x.55; .74x.55; .77x.5();

.73 X .55; .75 x .54.

Set XVI. April 25, 1880. Buncombe
County, N. C. Seven eggs, fresh. White,

spotted, principally at the larger ends

with vinaceou.s-rufous, and a few spots of lilac:

.70 X .55; .08 x .54; .OS x .55; .07 x .51 ; .0)5 x .55
;

.05 X .55; .70 x .50.

Set XVII. May 2, 1880. Wake County, X.

C. Six eggs, incubation be^un. White, very

heavily spotted, almost entirely at the larger

ends, with burnt sienna. Five of the eggs are

thus marked, and so lieavily in some instances

that the ground color is obscured at the larj;er

ends; but the sixth egg is almost entirely mi-

ni arketl, except a few small specks of cinna-

mon-rufous and lilac-gray: .70x.55; .0i)x.52;

.71X.53; .70X..53; .09x..52; .08x.51.

Set XVIII. May 2, 1888. Buncombe County,

N. C. Six eggs, fresh. Light creamy white,

speckled and spotted all over the surface, but

more heavily at the larger ends, wiMi hazel.

There are also a few specks of lilac-gray on

some of the eggs: .74x.50; .74x.58; .71x.56;

.74 X .50 ; .72 x .55 ; .71 x .55.

Set XIX. June 7, 1889. Buncombe County,

N. C. Five eggs, incubation begun. White,

speckled and spotted with hazel. In the case

of three of the eggs the markings are evenly

distributed all over the surface, while on the

other two they are heavier near the larger

ends: .75x.53; .75x.52; .74x.53; .75x.54;

.76x .55; .72 x.54.

Set XX. May 0,1887. Edgecombe County,

X. C. Five eggs, fresh. White, heavily

speckled and spotted with burnt sienna and

drab-gray. There are markings all over the

surface, but they are much thicker and heavier

near the larger ends: .72x.55; .G9x.50;

.05X.55; .73 x.54; .09x..54.

Set XXI. June 8,1888. Wake County, N.

C. Five eggs, incubation begun. White,

heavily spotted with burnt sienna. Have also

a few si)ots of drab-gvay. On four of the eggs

the markings are so heavy at the larger ends

that they almost ol)scure the ground color,

while the fifth egg has fewer spots: .70x.52;

.08X.53; .08x.51; .08x.51; .eOx.52; .08x.5-l.

Set XXII. June 2, 1887. Buncombe County,

X. C. Five eggs, fresh. White, spotted, prin-

cii)ally at the larger ends, with burnt sienna,

and a few spots of drab-gray: .77 x55; .70 x.54

.74X.53; .74X.53; .73X.53. J.P.N.

Do Minks Climb Trees Out West?

I see in the last number of the O. & O. that

it is not unusual for woodchncks to climb

trees, but whoever heard of a mink climbing a

tree"'

Early one morning last month, while walk-

ing with my dog near a marshy place, I'onto

suddenly saw a mink and took after him,

caught and threw him a few feet, when the

mink picked himself up and ran up a pine tree

near by with the agility of a sijuirrel. I did

not know before that a mink ever undertook

to climb a tree. E. P. Jeuka.

North UrooktteUl, Mass.

Belding's Savannah Sparrow.

"There is little probability tliat such at-

temi>fed discrimination will survive the official

efi(|uefte of the present flutter in American

ornithology."— Cune.s Kci/, p((</'' 873, 3(/

Uerised Ediflnu, ISiK).
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Nesting of Bobolink, 1888, 1889 and

1890.

Five
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faded and weather-worn, none really fine, yet

all "first-class!"

Out of a large series of eggs sent to one

oologist, two were mended and two chipped,

but sent to complete the sets, either at half

price or without charge. With much asperity

came the answer, "I thought I made it clear

to you that I wanted none but first-class eggs;

these specimens will be sent back to you as

soon as possible, if they hold together long

enough." But they never came; and among
the specimens sent in exchange was an egg of

Anna's Hummer both chipped and cracked,

but concerning wliich the sender was discreetly

silent.

Another correspondent, a)id a good one, too,

sent a set of Cassin's Kingbird, ho iurnhation,

and yet with holes twice the diameter of tliose

in a set of Great Horned Owl collected by

your correspondent. The lot of eggs in wliich

these came was beautifully packed; but, alas!

the bottom of the box, unstayed, had been

crushed in, and five eggs were broken. The
carefulness of the packing made me sorry to

ask that the loss be made good, but the cheer-

ful compliance of my fellow-sufferer made me
sorrier still. It is the younger collectors that

are most remiss. How refreshing, in contrast

to some of the asperities and disai)i)ointmcnts

noted above, the large-heartedness of some
of the veteran collectors, and the daintiness of

their specimens! Wliat a pleasure to unroll

the faultless skins made by II. D. E. of Massa-

chusetts, between suppei' and bedtime, and to

examine the clean, fresh eggs, blown with tiny

holes; and the carefully prepared nests of sev-

eral amateur, lorcrfi, whose names are widely

known, but of whom it will, perhaps, be poor

taste to speak in this connection.

May I venture a few suggestions'? If skins

are faded and woin, don't olTer them to otheis

without an honest introduction. If your spec-

imens look as if they had just gotten out of

bed keep them in your own collection until the

shame of them sliall iiave goaded you into

better woikmanship. At all events, bravely

state to your correspondent the exact condition

of what you oft'er liim.

As to eggs, don't jicrforate fresii specimens,

no laiger tlian a half inch in diameter, with

great holes into which you could thrust tlie

end of your blow-pipe, and then leave them so

that one can detect the mud-banks of dried

yolk remaining by holding the specimen up to

the liglit. If eggs iire dirty, leave them as the

bird left them, otheiwise, lay no six'cimen

down until both clean ;ind dry. Tliere is nli-

solutely no excuse, in the main, for large holes

or unclean specimens. Eggs of Bell's Vireo—
tender eggs— in my collection have perfora-

tions so small that a large sized common pin

cannot be inserted; yet they are absolutely

clean. "Small-holed eggs take time to clean?"

Certainly, but if you are collecting in such

quantities that you can't take time, you have
passed from the sphere of the collector into

that of the merchandiser, and the sooner

others know this the better.

One may well be half ashamed of this little

outburst of feeling; but all whose sense of

nicety in these things is any wise keen will

pardon it; and others are too thick-skinned to

be long annoyed by it. P. B. Peabody.
Burlington, Kansas.

A New Way of Finding the Capacity

of Eggs.

In a former issue of the O. & O. Mr. Egbert

Bagg contributed a very suggestive article on

runt eggs. It set me at once to work at a job

at ciphering, and a test exercise in guessing.

First, I turned to my very meagre collection t)f

eggs, and measured the length of all that I

could find of those which I used to ascert.ain

the capacity of eggs in compiling the article

on page 207, Vol. XII, of the O. ^^^ O. (Decem-

ber, ISST). 1 found only nine of the species,

and their average measurement is as ft)llows:

—

Redueeil
to an

ideal ef;g
Indies. Capacity. 1 in. long.

Royal Tern, 2. .51, 4.772, .;302

Oyster Catcher, 2.42, 2.-575, .252

Clapper Kail, 1.75, 1.121, .27S

Wilson's Plover, 1.4t). .7<i!t, .2S1

Nighthawk, l.MO. .44S, .204

Boat-tailed Grackle, 1.22, .47), .259

Red-winged Blackbird, .04, .24;}, .281

Nonpareil, .75, .ll.'!, .200

Long-billed MarsliWren, .(>;!. .072, .2SS

Average, .2()S

I reduced each one to an ideal of^^r, an inch

long by cubing the length and dividing the

capacity by it, as ascertaine<l in the article

above referred to. But before comitleting the

operation I tried to do what I said in tliat

article I couldn't, viz., guess from the general

shape of the eggs which is the larger; or, in

other words, which will be above; the gencial

average when reduced to the* ideal inch egg.

Three will, I think, exceed the others—Wil-

sfni's Plover, Loiiii-billed Marsh Wri'ii, ai.d
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Nonpareil, in the order named. I am also

stron<;iy inclined to think that the Nighthawk,

Boat-tailed Graekle, and Clapper Kail will be

below the average, and also in the order named.

Now, after all the "tall fignring" is done, I

find the ideal egg to be .208 cnbic inches in

capacity. My first three guesses were tolera-

bly correct, but not in the right order. So of

the Nighthawk and Boat-tailed Grackle, but

on the Clapper Kail I was "away out." As to

tlie order named, it is only fair to say that at

first I named the Boat-tailed Gi-ackle for the

smallest species, but afterwards changed my
guess to the Nighthawk, before making out

the reduction.

Now, assuming .208 cubic inches as the

capacity of an egg that is an inch long, and

using it as a standard, it is easy to ascertain

approximately the capacity of any egg; or, to

state it more plainly, I propose to use .268 as a

constant quantity, by which to multiply the

cube of the lengtii of any egg, in order to

ascertain, approximately, its capacity in cubic

inches. Thus the two runt eggs which Mr.

Bagg mentions in his article on page .59, Vol.

XIII, of the O. & ()., which measure .54 and

..50 inches, would be respectively of the ca-

pacity of .0271 and .04.56 cubic inches. The

normal egg, which measures .68 inches in

length, would contain .08;]1 cubic inches.

To illustrate still further this idea, I turn

liack to page ;50. The last-mentioned egg of

the Swamp Sparrow is. 76 inches. Its capacity

would be .1I79 cubic inches. That of the last

Cooper's Hawk, on page 52, which is 2.02

inches long, would be 2.208;] cubic inches.

Walter Hoxie.

A Series of Eggs of Merrill's Par-

auque (Nyctidromus albicollis

merrilli).

It is but a few years since the Parauque has

been recognized as a Nortii American species,

through its occupancy of a narrow strip on

our border near the mouth of the Kio Grande

river in Texas, and while I am unaware of its

having been found nesting in any localitj' far-

ther north than this, it is in the northern por-

tion of the state of Tamaulipas, Mexico, a

comparatively abundant species.

The Paraucpu', like all others of the Goat-

sucker family, deposits its eggs on tlie ground,

making no nest, and often no apparent attempt

at concealment other than chance surround-

ings may happen to afford.

Frequently the nest, or rather the place of

deposit, is on an open jilace among stones,

rocks or on sandy uplands, such as our com-

mon Night Hawk is accustomed to choose for

its nesting site.

Like the other members of the family the

Parauque lays two eggs of an ellii^tical oval

shape, and more or less slightly approaching

a point at the smaller end. They have a fine

grained glossy shell, the ground color of which

ranges from a rich cream color to a dark

salmon-buff, more or less profusely marked
with two classes of colors. One of these

(which is nearly always of a cinnamon-brown

shade) appears to belaid diiectly on the sur-

face of the shell, and is the more conspicuous

of the two in most specimens. The other is a

pale shade of lilac, and has the appearance of

being beneath the surface of the shell just far

enough to obscure its brilliancy. These colors

combined, in varying shades, and being applied

in a great variety of shapes and markings,

make it extremely difficult through the medium
of the pen to convey any accurate idea of their

appearance.

A series of twenty-five sets now before me,

most of them taken during the season of 1890,

show some interesting variations, and a de-

scription of a few of the most characteristic of

tliem may be of interest.

They are principally from Tamaulipas, Mex-

ico, the first set of the season being taken

April 12th, fresh; and the last on .lune 17th in

the same condition.

In size they show a considerable variation,

the smallest egg in the series measuring

.84x1.08, and the largest, .91 xl.38.

The smallest set measure .83x1.20 and

.85x1.20, and the largest, .91xl.;)8 and

.92 X 1.28.

Set 480, a. Both eggs are of a rich creamy

color, with a faint tint suggestive of salmon.

The markings are evenly spread on, and are

not at all conspicuous. Those that appear to

be on the surface of the shell are of a cinna-

mon-brown shade, while another and less dis-

tinct set of markings, which appear to be

under the surface of the shell, are of a darker

hue and very difficult to name, but most nearly

approach a lilac. In shape they are elliptical

ovate, with ends just sufficiently defined to

make the large and small distinguishable;

size, 1.26 X. 88 and 1.25 x. 88. Taken May 27,

1890.

Set 341, b. This set has almost precisely

the same gromid color as the foregoing set, but

the cinnamon surface markings are few and
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iiulistinct, while tlie darker underlying colors

are so profuse as to conceal the creamy ground

in large patches. In shape this set differs

from tlie former in being nearer round, and

having greater capacity: 1.25 x.!)4and 1.2Gx.94.

Taken June 10, 1888.

Set 589, c. This is a peculiar set by reason

of the difference of size in the two eggs. Tiie

ground color of the larger is a shade lighter

cream than either of the foregoing sets, but

tlie brown markings are much heavier and

more diffused, while the darker under shade is

almost absent, so that the contrast between

the ground color and the markings is very

great and the effect quite handsome.
The smaller egg is of a very peculiar shape,

approaching the pyrifoim. Ground color

somewhat darker and toned up by profuse

indistinct markings. Size: J. 14 x. 84 and

1.22x.9o. Taken June 9, 1890. Fresh.

Set 643, d. This set is of a salmon-buff'

color, both eggs being of same shade. One of

them is well sprinkled witli l)rown spots aver-

aging one sixteenth of one inch in diameter,

the markings on this shade being ragged and
irregular, while the darker, i)uri)lish shade, is

representative in a smaller number of more
regular oval spots which cidmiiiate in one

large blotch of same color near tlie middle of

one side, in size about three eighths of an inch

by a quarter of ;in inch wide; the secoiul egg
j

very faintly marked: l.:]0x.94 and 1.27 x. 92.

Taken June 14, 1890. Fresh.

Set 608, e. A conspicuous featuie in this

large set of eggs is the great lengtli of one of

them. Both are handsomely marked with

large aieas of both shades, the lirown or cinna-

mon color being so conspicuous as to almost

conceal the darker shade. A noticeable i>ecul-

iai'ity in the longer egg is a narrow band of

light olive color that encircles it at its greatest

diameter, which is well defined by a ridge.

Slight granulations exist on tlie shells of both

eggs. In the longer egg the brown blotches

are massed at the greater end, tlie smiiller

being almost free from them. Tliis is the

largest set in the series, measuring .91 x l.;!8

and .92x1.28. Found June 17, 1890.

Set 77, ./'. This set, although below the aver-

age size, is of the tyjiical (xoatsucker shape,

an elliptical oval, one egg being slightly more
pointed at the smaller end. This is perhaps

the most striking set in the entire series, by

reason of its peculiar, bold markings. The
color is a rich salmon-buff, the marking of the

two shades usually seen, but on one egg of the

set are of a peculiar, wavy, vermicular form,

especially at the smaller end. This shape is

found in both colors, and strongly resembles

the markings found on eggs of Icteridje or

the Oriole family; measures 1.20 x. 88 and
1.23 X. 84. Found April 21, 1890.

Set 55, ;/. This is a set containing one egg

about as light in color as any in the series

while the other is of the typical salmon-buff.

In the light egg the surface spots are of dark

cinnamon-brown, some few approaching a

burnt sienna, and, while comparatively few in

number, they are large and scattered around

the greater end, being unlike any other speci-

men in the series. April 12, 1890. Size:

1.27 x. 86 and 1.26 x. 87.

Set 515, h. A peculiar set by reason of great

length of both eggs, their difference in color

and peculiar markings, or rather absence of

markings. One egg is of a very dark salmon

color, s])iinkled toward the greater end with a

few fine specks of both shades. The other

egg is of a lighter type, but moie heavily

marked than the former. Size: 1.84x.93 and

1.35 X. 90. Taken June 3, 1890.

Set 356, /. A large set of the ordinary shape,

but the coloration is so singular as to be diffi-

cult of accurate description. In the lirst egg

the two shades of markings are so intermingled

and blended as to almost cover the surface of

the shell and give it a beautiful mottled

appearance. The other egg is similnrly

marked, Itut much more faintly, leaving the

ground luiobscured in numerous places. In

this egg are many well-defined, crooked, wavy
lines having the appearance of cracks on the

shell. Measure: 1.25 x .90 and 1.26 x. 93. May
21, 1890.

The nine sets described above fairly illus-

trate the entire series, while the remaining

sixteen, though no two are precisely alke, are

not suthciently characteristic to make it worth

while to describe tiiem in detail, all of them

closely resembling the type, in size and color

and shape. Th<>iiiaf( ff. Jack.'ioii.

West Chester. I'u.

Nesting of the Pied-billed Grebe.

I have read witli interest in the O. & O.,

from time to time, notes fi-om collectors of

different localities on the nesting of the Pied-

billed (4rel)e. 1 have made this bird a special

study for some time, and am always glad to

see any notes of interest any collector may
bring out.

During the i)ast season (1890), 1 had a good
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opportunity to observe tliem during the

nesting season, and although I have often

cautiously api)roached to where I could obtain

a good view of the nest I have never yet been

able to see a bird sitting.

The first nest found this summer was May
8th, and it contained two fresh eggs. Later in

the day another nest was observed containing

one egg. The eggs of both nests were only

partially covered, and no old birds were in

sight.

Eeturning to the same locality on the 18th

of the month one nest was found to contain

five, the other four eggs. Incubation was

begun in both sets. This time the eggs wei-e

completely coveretl and were warm when
taken from the nest.

Of fifteen nests examined this year six eggs

were the most found in any one nest, and that

only in one instance, the number being usually

five, but occasionally only four were found. I

have never yet found a complete set of eggs

that was not entirely covered with decaying

vegetation and the eggs always warm.

I have for some time been of the opinion

that the Grebe in this locality does not sit on

her eggs in the daytime for the purpose of

incubating, 1 having never seen or heard tell

of one being seen so engaged.

And although further observations may
lead me to change my views, fiu- the present I

must believe that the Grebe does not sit on

her eggs in the daytime for the purpose of

incubating; but that the incubation is carried

on largely by heat generated from the decay-

ing vegetation of which the nest is composed.

I should like to hear from others, on this

subject, who have observed them breeding, for

if I am not riglit 1 wish to know it.

F. G. Pearfton.

feathered friends, and like a flood of tears to

a grief-stricken or i^erplexed woman, the un-

bending a little to the sentiment that is, to say

the least, stirring in me, gives me great relief.

Wishing you all prosperity,

I am faithfully yours,

W. C. Brownell, M. I).

In the Haunts of the Water Thrush.

Qentleinen: If my little article will help

you any you are welcome to it. My friend,

Mr. J. B. Purdy of Plymouth, will send it to

you as I do not lemember your address. I am
what you would call a "defunct oologist."

Since assuming professional responsibilities I

have been compelled to abandon my old pet

hobby, l)ut once in a while — perhaps under

the inspiring inllueiice of a good cigar,

alone in my office after hours, I get to think-

ing of the many, many happy days that were

spent in following unbeaten paths through

gloomy woodlands studying the ways of our

Always with the approach of spring there

are associated in my mind many pleasant recol-

lections of past collecting trips made when
the first flush of coming summer is in its

infancy, from the time when the puss willows

first show white till later, when tall rank

weeds and grass and full leaved trees attest

that the prime of the season is past.

Before me as I write is a beautiful setting of

the eggs of that strange, shy bird, the Long-

billed Water Thrush, collected under date of

May 2"), 1889, and presented to me by my friend

and companion in many a long ramble, Mr.

E. W. Durfee. Valued on account of the ex-

ceptional beauty of the set and more especially

on account of the great friendship that exists

between the collector and myself.

This calls to my mind a visit made to the

haunts of this bird deep in the recesses of a

wild, dark wood in company with Mr. Dur-

fee' s father toward the close of the collecting

season in the summer of 1888. For a season

or two back we had noted that these birds

miglit be found in certain low, wet woodlands

several miles back, in a sparsely inhabited sec-

tion off to the north and east of Mr. Durfee'

s

residence.

Knowing nothing at that time of the nest-

ing habits of the bird, we had searched dili-

gently but in vain for the nest and eggs of this

clear-voiced Warbler. That they bred with

us was only conjecture, but from close obser-

vation we were pretty positive they did.

This particular day, after a long and tire-

some tramp, we entered a large swampy wood

abounding in wind-fallen trees, water holes,

and tangled underbrush. We soon became

separated, searching for most anything that

would add interest to our cabinets, when I

came out upon a small inland pond made by

recent rains, occupied here and there by

mounds, brush, logs, etc., and the fallen trunk

of a large elm or bassvvood tree, the roots of

which on cleaving up left a base or wall of

roots and earth rising some ten or twelve feet

high. At once my attention was attracted

by a Water Thrush which was exhibiting every

sign of anxiety, flitting from log to log utter-

ing repeatedly a peculiar, quick, sharp note,
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jerking its tail and always keeping within a

short distance, retreating in a jiarrow circle

around the upturned roots of the fallen tree.

I did not know where to begin the search, so,

hallooing for my companion, together we
watched the peculiar actions of the bird, de-

ciding together that a nest, was not far dis-

tant. We had not searched long before chance

led me near the roots of the tree, and there,

snugly tucked away among the finer roots,

resting on a shelf of earth against this perpen-

dicular wall, was the nest. Althougli it con-

tained young birds nearly ready to leave the

nest we were satisfied, having learned some-

thing of its nesting habits.

Further search revealed another nest about

two feet from the one which contained the

young, and from appearances it had been oc-

cupied by the Thrushes earlier the same year.

About two weeks later Mr. Durfee paid

another visit to the nest and found what we
had overlooked the day of its discovery, a

rotten egg, which he took, and now lias in his

collection.

Keturning from college during a short spring

vacation the following year 1 m;i(K> my friends

a call, and at once we decided our time could

not be spent more profitably than to take to

the woods and look up those Thrushes, which

we accordingly did early the next morning,

starting out in a steady, light rain. To
give account of all our wandeiings during that

and the next day would tire both you and me,

reader, and as my article was headed Water

Thrush, however much I w(jidd like yon to

know about our delightful tiii», for the most

part I must confine myself, simply mentioning

tliat we found a Ruffed Grouse nest containing

two or three eggs which were taken later, ten

eggs being the full set. Also, we found a set

of Black-capped Chickadee's, several sets of

Hawk's (Red-shouldered), Crow's, Nuthatch"s,

etc.

The funny part of the stoiy is that 1 had

the good fortune to find another nest of the

Tbiush, in similar locality, containing a single

egg. Mr. Durfee promised to come later and

collect the set for me. In about a week he went

several miles back to the nest to find that my
single egg was and always had been a Cowbird's

egg. lie was mad; not at me or at the (Jowbird's

egg, but at the several miles that lay between

him and his home. It appears it was an old

nest, and the Cowbird's egg had weathered

the storms of noljody knows how many
winters. Later in the season, howevei-, Mr.

Dvu'fee was successful in taking two fine sets

of the Water Thrush of which the one before

me is one. They are very beautifully marked,
the groundwork of delicate cream having a

peculiar crystalline appearance, marked more
or less profusely over the entire surface with

varying shades of reddish-brown and lilac.

With us these birds are very rare, and when
found are difficidt of approach, save Avhen in

proximity to their nest. So far as I am able

to learn from my own and Mr. Durfee's obser-

vations the nest is invariably placed in the

roots of upturned trees, always in dark, damp,
swampy woods far from the habitations of

man, and that more than a single brood is

reared in a season. (F. C. Brownell, M.J).

So. Lyon, Mich., Sei)t. 12, 1890.

Series of Eggs of

Thrasher.

Palmer's

The eggs of Palmer's Thrasher {Hdrpor-

hyiichn>i curclrostrlH palineri) cannot be distin-

guished from those of tlie Curve-billed

Thrasher {llarporhynchnx ciinHfostrls). Their

principal variation, as shown in the following

series of twenty-one sets now before me, is in

size. Their ground color is almost always of

a light bluish-green sliade, and this is thickly

covered with minute specks of cinnanion-

ruf(nis. Three eggs are the most common
number, but four are often laid.

Set I. May 10, ISSf. Pima County, Aii-

zona. Collected by F. Stephens. Nest in a

cholla cactus, three feet_from the ground.

Foureggs, fresh: 1.10 X. TO; 1.14x.75; I.OOx.T:];

1.00 X. 74.

Set II. Febiuary t^8, 1880. Near Tucson,

Arizona. Collected by Heibert Brown. Nest

in the east side of a cholla cactus, about two

feet from the ground. (The cholla was two

feet high, and six feet in diameter.) Made of

coarse thorn twigs lined with dried wire gi'ass

and feathers. Interior diameter: top, four

inches; bottom, two inches. External depth,

nine inches; external diameter, sixteen inches.

This nest was noted by Mr. Brown as being

remarkable inasmutdi as it was the first one

belonging to this l)ird tiiat he had ever seen or

heard of, up to that date, that was lined with

feathers, but he subsecjuently found others so

lined. Three eggs: 1.24 x. 80; 1.10x.8O;

1.1.') X. 80.

Set III. March 2.'), 1888. Tucson, Arizona.

Collected by Herbert Brown. Nest in cholla.

External diameter: top, six inches; depth, six

inches. Inside: top. four inches; depth, three
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and a half inches. Made of sticks, and lined

Avitli f^rass. Three eggs, incubation slight:

1.14X.80; 1.17X.84; 1.14x.79.

Set IV. March 25, 1888. East of Tucson,

Arizona. Collected by Herbert Brown. Nest

in cholla, three feet from ground. Made
largely of dried grass. External diameter:

top, six inches; depth, five inches. Cavity:

top, three .and a half inches; bottom, three

inches; depth, three and a half inches. Three

eggs: 1.11 X. 84; 1.11 x.S4: l.lOx.85.

Set V. April 15, 1888. Tucson, Arizona.

Collected by Herbert Brown. Nest in cholla,

four and a half feet above the ground. Made
of twigs and dried grass. Outside diameter:

top, eiglit inclies. Inside: top, four inches;

bottom, three and a half inches. Foui- eggs,

incubation slight: l.l:ix.S8; 1.14x.80; 1.08 x

.78; l.lOx.79.

Set VI. June 28, 18Sf;. Tucson, Arizona.

Collected by Herbert Brown. Nest in cholla,

lined with grass and feathers. Three eggs:

1.13X.84; 1.11 X..SO: 1.10x.S2.

Set VII. April 25, 188(;. Tucson, Arizona.

Collected by Herbert Brown. Nest in cholla,

five feet from the ground. Three eggs:

1.09X.88; l.lOx.8;^; l.OUx.Sl.

Set VIII. February 28, 1880. Tucson, Ari-

zona. Collected by Herbert Brown. Nest in

south side of cholla. Made of coarse twigs,

lined with desert wire grass. Three eggs:

1.14X.77: l.llx.78; 1.12x.77.

Set IX. April 9, 1888. Tucson, Arizona.

Collected by Herbert Brown. Nest built on

top of an old one, the new one being made
entirely of grass. Inside: top, four inches;

depth, two and three quarter inches. Four

eggs, incubation slight: 1.14x.s(); l.lOx.79;

1.18X.7G: l.lGx.81.

Set X. May 12, 1888. Tucson, Arizona.

Collected by Herbert Brown. Nest in tasaca.

Outside: top, fifteen by seven inches. Inside:

top, four and a half inches; depth, three

inches. Four eggs, fresh : l.lGx.79; 1.15 x. 80;

l.lOx.80: 1.13X.79.

Set XI. May 20, 1888. Tucson, Arizona.

Collected by Herbert Brown. Nest compactly

made of coarse twigs, lined with dried

grass and a few feathers. Three eggs, fresh:

1.20X.77; 1.12X.78; 1.05x.77.

Set XII. March 25, 1888. Tucson, Arizona.

Nest made of sticks and grass, lined. Cavity:

top, four inches; dei)th, three inches: l.<'9x.81;

1.10x.Sl;,1.05x.80.

Set XIII. April 28, 1888. Tucs(m, Arizona.

Collected by Herbert Brown. Nest in cholla,

si.x; feet from tlic ground. Outside: t >;>. ti^-e

inches; depth, five and a half inches. Inside:

top, four and a half inches; bottom, four

inches; depth, three and a half inches. Three
eggs, incubation slight: l.lOx .80; 1.09x .80;

1.09X.8I.

Set XIV. April 10, 1887. Tucson, Arizona.

Collected by Herbert Brown, who remarks

that " this was the first nest out of fourteen

taken this year (1887) that contained three

eggs." Incubation slight: l.lfix.SO; 1.11 x. 79;

1.12 X. 78.

Set XV. March 25, 1888. Tucson, Arizona.

Collected by Herbert Brown. Nest in cholla;

made of sticks and grass. External diameter:

top, seven inches; depth, nine inches. Inside:

top, four inches; bottom, three inches; depth,

three and a half inches. Four eggs: 1.14x.79;

l.i7x.80; 1.14X.80; 1.16x.80.

Set XVI. May 29, 1887. Tanque Verde,

fifteen miles east of Tucson, Arizona. Col-

lected by Herbert Brown. Nest in cholla, five

feet from ground, and apparently only half

built. Three eggs: l.lOx.SO; 1.18x.84:

1.14X.83.

Set XVII. May 29, 1888. Tanque Verde,

fifteen miles east of Tucson, Arizona. Col-

lected by Herbert Brown. Nest made of

coarse twigs and lined with wire grass. Three

eggs: l.lGx.78; ].17x.78; 1.15x.78.

Set XVIII. March 25, 1888. Tucson, Ari-

zona. Collected by Herbert Brown. Nest in

low, bushy cholla. Made of twigs and grass.

Inside: top, four inches; depth, four inches.

Three eggs: 1.08x.78; 1.13x.78; 1.09x.78.

Set XIX. Jiuie 19, 1887. Tucson, Arizona.

Collected by Herbert Brown. Nest in cholla,

four feet from ground. Made of coarse twigs

lined with dried grass. Three eggs, incuba-

tion slight: l.llx.88; l.llx.81; 1.18x.81.

Set XX. May 29, 1888. Tanque Verde, fif-

teen miles east of Tucson, Arizona. Collected

by Herbert Brown. Nest in cholla. Made of

sticks and lined with dried grass. Three eggs:

1.20x.8;5; 1.11 X.80; l.llx.79.

Set XXI. Ajiril 15, 1887. Tucson, Arizona.

Collected by Herbert Brown. Nest in cholla,

four and a half feet from the ground. Made

of dead thorn twigs, lined with grass. Two
eggs: l.lGx.74; l.l:')X.74.

It will be noticed that all of the above sets,

except the first, were collected by Mr. Herbert

Brown, who has probably collected more sets

of the eggs of this bird (as well as of Bendire's

Thrasher), than any other collector; and this

series was selected by him for the express

purpose of showing all the variation to which

these eggs are subject.
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As before remarked, tlie variation in the

eggs of this bird is very sliglit. The ground

color is very constant in its tint, althongh

some sets have a somewliat brighter hue than

otliers. The typical egg is evenly covered all

over tlie surface with minute specks of cinna-

mon-rufous, but in a few sets the markings

are fewer in number and more thickly grouped

around the larger ends than on the other parts

of the eggs. In a few specimens tliere are

larger spots of a darker color— in some cases

burnt umber — but this is apparently a rare

type of markings for the eggs of this species.

,/. P. N.

Nesting of the Short-Billed Marsh
Wren.

Not having seen anything in the O. & O.

about the yhort-billed Marsh Wren (Ci.sto-

tlidrnti sttllaris) I thought it might.be of inter-

est to some of its readers to liear my experience

with them.

In a narrow belt of thick, wild grass near the

edge of a marshy i)iece of ground, having a

small stream running througli the centre

covered with a dense growtli of cattail Hags

with now and then a bunch of willows, is

where I fii'st saw the Short-billed Marsh

Wren and afterwards found their nests. Al-

tlu)ugh I have done considerable collecting in

the same locality for the past few years I have

never seen or heard one of tliel)irds there until

this year, and I think tliey have not bei'u there

before.

On June 3d I saw but one i>air tliere, and

others came at different tinu's until (ui .luly

(ith there were four pairs in the marsh.

( )n June 12th there was a nest completed,

and supposing there would be eggs laid in it I

left it, and afterwards found it to be nothing

but a duplicate nest. On tlie 2Ud 1 found a

nest in the same vicinity containing some i)ieces

of shells, the eggs having been broken in some
way.

On Jidy (ith 1 collected two sets of their

eggs, one of three fresh ones— an incomplete

set. These were within a few yards of where

I found the nest containing the broUen ones,

and I think they were laid by the sanu; bird.

In the other set there were seven, with incuba-

tion advanced.

I also found two nests of another pair, and

a week later they had another n(^st completed,

and on the 2()th I went there and (•( iild neither

see nor liear a wren in tlie marsli. I \v;is there

again afterwards and could find none, so i

supposed they had all left, but on Aug. 13th my
father, in comi)any with a young man (who is

interested in birds), being near there thought

he would show him some of their nests, so he

found one, and supposing it to be empty stuck

his finger into the entrance and broke one egg

out of a set of six that it contained, the re-

mainder of which he got out, and although

they were badly incubated I saved them all

right.

The nests were built in the wild grass about

one and one half feet high, being about eight

or ten inches from the top of the grass.

They are globular in shape with a small hole

in one side for an entrance. The inner nest

is composed of the dead blades of wild grass,

lined with cattail down, having the green

grass woven around it so as to conceal the dry

grass of the nest, making them ditticult to find.

Like their Long-billed cousin they build

four or five duplicate nests. The duplicates

are not as nicely built as the ones containing

eggs, and have none of the soft downy lining

of the others. 1 usually found the male bird

in some bush within a few lods of the nests,

singing his song of '•////', cJiip, per rlilch\

cJiick, di'ick iiitil chip, < fiip^ ''lir-r-r-r, uttered

distinctly.

The stomach of a male that I collected con-

tained numerous small insects.

The eggs are pure white, unmarked; set one

are neiirly elliptical in shnpe, and mensure ns

follows: .03 X .47, .('<'> x .4() and A):) x .48. Set

two are of the usual shape, and measure

.02X.47, .(iOx.4S, .r)()x.47, .61X.47, .()4x.48,

.()() X .48 and .til X .4!». .Set three are shaped

like set two and measure .()0x.46, ..58 x .44,

..59x .45, .61 x.4(i and .(il x .4.5.

Although Davie says they are very fragile, 1

only found one egg in the lot that seemed any

more so tlian is usual am-'ug eggs of their

size. E. ir. ])tirfee.

Wavne Co., Midi.

A List of the Birds of Minnesota.

The list which ajijieared under this he:id in

Septendjer number should linve been signed

by Oeorge G. Cantwell, Colorado ^prings,

Col. Editor.

American Raven in Connecticut.

On Si'pteiiiliei- IS, ISIH), a six-cimen of the

Anu'iiciiii biiveii was taken at this jilace.

(). ,f. Ildl/l-IKdU.

8o. Manchester. Cenn.
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Nesting of the Blackburnian ^A^arbler.

Last June, iny brother and I left Boston to

visit a friend wlio had a place near the foot of

Mount Monadnock, N. II. The morning after

our arrival we started for a stroll down the

road which ran by the house— he with a fish-

ing rod, I with a gun— and after a while came
to a grove of thirty or forty large hemlocks,

from sixty to seventy-five feet high.

As there did not seem to be anything there

we were about to continue our walk, when 1

heard a note something like the song of a

Black and White Creeper but much stronger,

and almost immediately discovered a Black-

burni;tn Warbler {Dendroica blackhurnke)

perched on a maple near the grove. But we
were seen at the same instant and the bird

with its mate, which was near by, flew off over

the tree-tops, leaving us without any hope of

seeing them again. All the same, we con-

cluded to look around the grove, but could

find nothing but two Chipping .Sparrows' nests

and a suspicious looking bunch near the end

of a branch of one of the hemlocks, about

sixty feet from the ground. But as such

bunches are common enough anywhere, and

we could see the sky through this one, I

t]u)ught it would be of no use to examine it

more closely. Therefore we went on down
the road but did not find anything else, except-

ing one trout and three "suckers" that my
brother caught.

The next day we passed the grove again and

again we heard the Blackburnian W^arbler

singing. Thinking it strange that it should

have come back, we crept into the grove as

quietly as possible and had just come to the

point from which the "bunch," found the day
l)efore, could be seen through the branches,

wiien the Warbler, with its bright orange

throat contrasting strongly with the dark back-

ground of the grove, darted out of the trees a

lit'tle way off, straight up to the bunch, and,

hovering over it an instant, settled down upon

it. I have never found a nest so suddenly and

unexpectedly as this one, and I was not long

in getting up to it. Then I could see three

eggs, but could not reach them as they were

too far out on the branch. Wi.shing to get the

full set, we left the nest until next day,

when I succeeded in getting the nest by tying

the branch to the one above it and then cutting

it oft', after which I drew it in and thoroughly

enjoyed looking at the eggs, five in number,
before touching the nest.

As soon as I commenced cutting olT the

branch, both birds who, until then, had only

watched from a distance, became very much
excited and began flying around, sometimes

within two or three feet of me, and uttering

sharp chirps. One of them lit on the branch,

although it was shaking ccmsiderably, so that

there can be no doubt that it belonged to them.

But in order that there should be no doubt at

all I shot the male, who, when he saw that he

could do nothing, had perched himself on a

neighboring branch where he was pluming
himself as if nothing had happened.

The nest was about sixty feet from the

ground, seven feet from the trunk of the tree

and four inches from the main stem of the

branch. It was set into a thick cluster of

rather small twigs which held it firmly so that

it could not blow away; for, with the excep-

tion of the last morning it was blowing a gale,

day and night, during our entii-e stay. It is

composed of hemlock twigs, rootlets and a few

pine needles, with here and there a bit of

Spanish moss, all woven rather loosely together

and lined with horse-hair. The diameter ex-

ternally, three and a quarter inches; internally,

two inches, and it is two inches deep. The
bottom is so tliiu tliat it can easily be seen

through,— it was this that almost caused our

overlooking it.

The eggs vary very little in size and shape,

being .()8x.53, .<)7.\.-')4, .67x.54, .67x.5o,

.67 X .53. They are greenish-white in ground

color, spotted and blotched all over, but most
thickly at the larger end, with different shades

of jiurple and brown which in some is nearly

black. They were collected June 7th, and incu-

bation had just begun, so that they must have

been all laid when the nest was first found,

although I could see only three. C. W. B.

Swainson's Warbler in Hale Coun-

ty, Alabama.

On the 0th of .September, while collecting

about four miles southwest of Greensboro,

Ala., I took a specimen of Swainson's Warbler.

As far as I know, this is the first recorded

instance of the capture of this warbler in

Alabama. Wm. C. Avery.

Orchard Oriole at Nova Scotia.

A 9 specimen of the Orchard Oriole was

taken at Shut-in Island, Nova Scotia, on Sep-

tember Gtli, by myself. llarry Austen.
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Ornithology of a City Garden.

I thought it might interest some to see the

variety of hirdsthat were observed in a garden

nearly in the heart of a city of about 50,000

population, during the northern migration.

The garden is fringed by tall hemlocks and

lilac bushes, and within are fruit trees, ras})-

berry and currant bushes, and a variety of

shrubs, plants, and flowers.

I will begin with January, though strictly

speaking the northern migration has not yet

begun. My notes show the following:

Jan. 1. Red-breasted Nuthatch still around
garden; has been there for some time.

Jan. 4. Saw some American Crossbills feed-

ing on cones of the hemlocks in garden; they

seemed mostly males.

Jan. 17. Crows and Black-cap Chickadees

common in garden.

Jan. 18. On going into garden this morning
saw large flock of Crossbills whicJi had been

feeding on cones; as usual in such cases I

didn't liave my gun.

Jan. 21. Saw a pair of ('rows in garden this

morning, and as they have been there for

some time I believe they contemplate building

this year, as they built a nest here last year

and lost a set of eggs for their pains. They
were continually harassed and chased from

the nest by the Bronzed Grackles building

near.

Feb. 1. Saw a small flock of Pine Finches

which flew out of gaiden.

Feb. 5. Crows and Chickadees common in

garden.

Feb. 11. Saw large flock of female Pine

Grosbeaks in garden but did not disturb them
as I tiiouglit they would attract the males.

This is their flrst a])pearance in this section,

in, I believe, five years.

Feb. 14. Saw a solitary female White-

winged Crossbill feeding in lienilocks in tlie

garden.

Feb. 17. Saw two male and two female

White-winged Crossbills in tlie hemlocks.

Feb. 18. A flue male American Crossbill

perched on top of the hemlock trees and be-

gan to whistle for its mate, which soon

appeared.

Feb. 11). More Wliite-winged Ci-ossl)i11s in

garden.

Feb. 22. Saw two Great Northern Shrikes

enjoying Sparrow pie in the garden.

March 4. The man in cliarge of tlu; garden

hearing a great commotion in the hemlock
trees caused by Crows, investigated, and

found them harassing a fine Barred Owl. The
Owl found consolation in a charge of shot.

March 26. To-day dawned clear and bright

and brought with it to the gardens Song and
Tree Sparrows, Robins and Bronzed Grackles.

March 27. Snow fell and the birds have

disappeared. Saw" Sharp-shinned Hawk eat-

ing Sparrow in hemlock trees.

Ajiril 5. Male Golden-crowned Kinglet in

garden.

April V. Saw male Purple Finch, singing

on top of a hemlock.

April 10. Saw Chipping Sparrow in garden.

April 11. Observed Slate-colored Juncos

in garden.

April 14. This morning observed Hermit

Thrush, Flicker and Yellow-bellied Wood-
pecker, and heard Fox Sparrow in garden.

April 1"). To-day observed Cowbad, Fox

Sparrow, Juncos, Yellow-bellied Woodpecker,

and a Redpoll which was feeding on the cones

in the manner of a Pine Finch; heard Field

Sparrow.

April 22. Saw large flocks of Fox and

White-throated Sparrows and Yellow-bellied

Woodpeckers. The W^oodpeckers would tap a

maple and as soon as they left the tree the

English Sparrows would congregate and drink

the saj).

April 23. Saw flock of Ruby-crownetl

Kinglets, all males.

Mayo. Warbling Vireo and House Wrens
in garden.

May 4. Observed Yellow and Parula War-

blers, and Least Flycatchers.

May r». Female Ruby-crowned Kinglets

have arrived.

May (). Redstarts and Pine Finches in

garden.

May 0. Noted Maryland Yellow-throat as

new arrival.

May 10. Numbers of birds arrived to-day,

among them Catbird, Brown Thrasher, Wood,
Wilson's and Golden-crowned Thrush, Mag-

nolia, Blackburnian, Yellow-rumped, Black-

throated Blue and Xasliville Warblers, and

Towhee.
May l:!. White-crowned Sparrows in garden.

May 14. Tlie new arrivals for to-day are

Black-billed Cuckoo and Baltimore Oriole and

Scarlet Tanager. Many otliers probably passed

through without my notice.

The Pine Finches, which from their remain-

ing so long led uu' to think they would nest

here, departed on the 27th of May.

('k((x. ('. Trt-nihli/.

rtica, X. Y.
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EditoriaL

Tlie time is now appi'dachino- when it be-

hooves the ornithoh\nical collector to look

about him and see who his fiieiuls are, before

castinf^' his vote for our coming iulministration.

Our readers will remember the light made one

year ago in behalf of collectors, by the Massa-

chusetts League of Ornithologists, in the

effort to have due recognition given to a large

body of educated, intelligent people, by giving

tliem a rejiresentative from their own ranks on

the Fish and Game Commission, in the person

of one who was able to, at least, act intelli-

gently on the sul)ject of the Protection of our

Birds, and who would have compelled atten-

tion to the requests of collectors, a thing

which, so far, they have hardly been able to

secure, and never any action on the matter;

and they will also remember (surely those of

them who are members of the league will do so)

the recei)tion with whicli their numerously

signed petition was met, and the inisillanimous

manner in which the matter was postponed until

it was too late for any liarm to be done in the

way of losing votes to the administration then

in power, because the appointment was inim-

ical to the interests of the petitioners.

But the present administration can rest as-

sured that their action in the matter during

the past year has been duly noted and that

this year there has been plenty of time to make
up their minds upon the subject.

We do not believe that the taxidermists

and ornithologists of this state want the earth.

But we do think that they are entitled to one

little spot upon which to plant their feet, and

this spot has been wofully narrowed down,

until a man with a medium sized foot has not

got I'oom to brace himself.

The pseudo naturalists, who study the birds

from their parlor windows overlooking Boston

Common; the feminine sentimentalists, in

whom a good tramp in the bracing country air

would produce a suffusion of the conglomerate

matter which they call brains; the dude sports-

man, who only shoots when he has on his

corduroy and canvas, and who faints at the idea

of killing a bird unless it is classed as a game
bird, but who can relish a dirty English Spar-

row if it is only called Reed-bird on the menu,

and the market-man, redolent of cold storage

game, have all combined to shut out the

student of Natural History, to whose days and

nights of hard work is due much of the success

and honor of our Commonwealth. But the

time will come when this long-suffering class

will rise in their might, and those who have

been their friends will be remembered; and in

the meanwhile we think from the quiet work

which is being done this fall that they propose

to try tlieir strength whenever the opportunity

is given.

Constant dropping wears away the hardest

stone, and surely this little band is performing

a deal of patient, enduring labor this year, and

time will show what the result will be. We
do not think that the present administration

can afford, in the aspect of the situation to-day,

to overlook a body which is so patient in its

work against injustice,— patient because it

knows it has right on its side.

Brief Notes,

We are busv,

The display made by H. E. Austen in tax-

idermy is simply marvellous, occupying 70
feet of space, and reflects the greatest credit

on that gentleman's taste and science. It con-

sists of 14 large cases — No. 1 devoted to the

grouse family of birds; No. 2 to the gull

family; No. 15 to the flamingo, nest and eggs;
Nos. 4 and 5 to ducks; No. (i to the fish hawk,
nest and young, and the goshawk, nest and
young; No. 7 to owls; No. 8 to herons and
egrets; No. 9 to bitterns, rails, gallinule, etc.;

No. 10 to curlew, avocets, plover, willet, ruffs,

etc.; Nos. 11, 12, 13, and 14 to small birds of
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all descriptions. He also shows the following

mounted animals: wild cat, lynx, fox, jackass

rabbit and Nova Scotia wild rabbit.—[Hali-

fax Chronicle, Sept. 25.

Correspondence.

Editor of O. tfc O.:

At the Halifax (N. S.) County exhibition

held at Dartmouth during the past month

(September) Mr. Harry E. Austen, the enthusi-

astic taxidermist of tiiat place, exhibited a

grand collection of stuffed birds. It consisted

of fourteen large cases and occupied about

seventy feet of space. Most of the specimens

had been obtained in Xova Scotia, and were

exquisitely mounted— showing the work of a

master-hand. Among those which had been

"set up" from skins was a magnificent pair of

Flamingoes, together with nest and eggs. The

attitudes of these birds were faultless and

showed how near perfection Mr. Austen has

brought his art. Other cases contained num-

erous specimens of Grouse, Hawks, Owls,

Gulls, Ducks, Herons, Bitterns, Egrets, Kails,

Gallinules, Plover, Curlew, and other shore-

birds, and there were also four cases t)f the

smaller land-birds, which, in many instances,

were acompanied by nests and eggs. The dis-

play was doubtless the most attractive feature

of the exhibition and was awarded first prize

witli special recognition. Besides the birds the

same gentlemen exhibited a wildcat, Canada

lynx, fox, jackass rabbit, and varying hare;

all mounted with equally good taste.

OI)s(^rrfr.

Editor of <>. ,1- O.:

It may be new to the readers of tlie O. it O.

to know that the Loon will breed in the same

nest after being disturbed; so here goes. It

was my good fortune to be up on the Grand

Manitoulin Island, Canada, fronting early in

July, this season (IS<)0).

Sunday, July (ith, being a day of rest, our

guide who had taken two sets of Loon from

the same nest for me tliis season late in May
and June, said, "Boss, it you would like to

see a Loon's nest we will take tlie old boat aiul

go over and see if slu^ lias laid any more."

This, of couisc, was very welcome news, so off

we put to a mucky dei)osit of, say, twenty-five

acres in the rear of our guide's home. At the

lower corner of the lake on a shoal forty feet

from shore was a pile of lily roots, etc , from

the bottom of th(!hike similar, "only smaller,''

to a muskrafs house. Mrs. Loon vacated it

by sliding off into the water and coming up at

safe distance, where she set up a mournful

shriek for a few moments, later on taking

wing and going to the next lake for a "visit

with a neighbor," as the guide styled it, say-

ing "every morning botli jiair visit each other."

Judge my surprise at so late a day to see depos-

ited on the fiat pile of rank trash two fine

showy eggs. My guide took for me, in 1889,

two sets of two from a nest within two rods of

same spot, and again, in 1888, two from almost

the same spot. Do not know if it is the same

pair of birds, but for the past three years one

pair of birds have located in this lake, building

their nest in nearly tlie same spot.

The last set of eggs varied greatly in size,

one being large as eggs in the May set, but the

other so small that you would not think tliem

a set if not positive as I am.

Georf/c E. Harris.

New Publications.

Tlie O. (£• O. Spmi-Anniial has passed from

Mr. Foote into the hands of C. C. Maxfield.

Mr. Maxlield, assisted by J. B. Richards, Falj^

River, Mass., will act as editor. Mr. Maxfield hi\^'

been a subscriber for some time to the O. & O.,

and we wish him success. Semi-Annual, pub-

lished by C. C. Maxfield, box 224, Danbury,

Conn.

Fable of Madame Mourning Dove and

Mrs. Golden crown.

"Oo! Oo! why is it," whimpered Madame

Mourning Dove to neat little Mrs. Golden-

crown, one clear June morning, "why is it

that when that two-legged friend passed by

your obscure little domicile, and you just

slipped away cpiiefy, be left no leaf unturned

until he found it, while although I used every

effort to attract his atttention to my large and

h>fty abide he scarcely seemed to notice me."

"I'll tell yon, in a jiffy, in a jiify," warbled

trim little Mrs. (ioldy, "but no, my dear, I

really cannot say, unless, perhaps, he thought

it wasn't worth the while."

Moral: Wlieii a small man with a large

mouth buttonholes you on the street to tell his

little story, bid liini good morning.

P. n. PcdhodiJ.

J'.urlinulon, K:nisas.
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moil. Saw one at Seal Harbor, Mt. Desert, and

another at Boothbay.

444. Kingbird. A few pairs at Bootlibay

and others at Camden.

456. Pewee. Saw several at Bootlibay.

There were other Flycatchers which I was

unable to secure.

477. Blue Jay. Saw two pairs at Bootlibay,

in the spruce woods.

488. American Crow. Common. I ob-

tained one abnonnnlly small $, which I

took at first to be ('. o.ssij'nujv.s.

49.0. Cowbird. Shot a young J at

Boothbay.

498. Bed-winged Blackbird. On a farm

back of Bootlibay my friend, Mr. Bucknell,

saw a flock of eight. 1 shot a young $ near

Castine.

.t17. Purple Finch. Common at Boothl)ay,

and at Seal Harlior, Mi. Desert.

529. American Gohllinch. AbHnd;int at

Boothbay.

540. Vesper Sparrow. ITucommon. I se-

cured a $ at Boothbay, and saw two otheis.

542a. Savaiiiiali Spiiirow. Shot specimens

at Boothb.ay, Castine, Bobson's Island, and

Green's Landing. The common species of

this genus.

549. Sharp-tailed Sparrow. Shot seven or

eiglit specimens at Castine, and two or three

at Bobson's Island.

55s. U'hilc-tliroau'd Sparrow. Veiy com-
mon at Bootlibay. Also obtained specimens on

some of the islands. They were siuging

tiirougliout .Inly at Boothbay.

5f)0. (niijiping Si>airow. Bather uncommon;
saw this si)ecies at IJootiibay and Caiiidcii.

5();]. Field S]>andw. rncommou. Ob-

tained an adult $ at i'oollib;iy. and saw two

!it ('ainden.

5(i7. Slate-coloicd .Iiinco. Uncommon.
Saw four or five at Bootlibay; and obtainetl

some young si)ecimeiis on a small island in

George's Harbor.

581. Song Sparrow. Aluindant almost

everywhere.

58:5. Lincoln's Siiarrow. Shot a young $
.Inly 14th at Boothbay. On August 9t]i, shot

(>ney<uing $ , one adult $ , and Uvo otiicr adults.

on iiobson's Island, I'cnoliscot Bay. 'J lie

island seemed inhabited almost altogether

by the genus iiiclitsjiizd, princi])ally M.
fasciata.

587. 'I'owhee. Common at noothbay. I saw

a number of young birds here.

598. Indigo Bunting. Katlicr common at

Boothbay. Saw a bciintiful ^ at ('aiiKb'n.

611. Purple Martin. Saw about a dozen at

Camden, Aug. od.

612. Cliff Swallow. Abundant at Booth-

bay. I found several houses, the eaves of

which were lined by their mud nests. In the

I

first week of July several of the nests con-

tained young, nearly fledged.

613. Barn Swallow. Bather uncommon at

Bootlibay. Abundant at Camden.
' r)14. Tree Swallow. The most abundant
bird at Boothbay during the first two weeks
of July, but at the end of the month all ex-

cept two or three pairs had left.

616. Bank Swallow. Shot an adult J, and
saw two others at Bobson's Island.

619. Cedarbird. C'ommon at Bootlibay.

624. Red-eyed Vireo. Bather common at

Boothbay.

6;^,6. Black and White AVarbler. Abundant
at Camden, and common at Boothbay. This

is a bird of the woods.

648. I'arula Warbler. Common at

Boothbay.

652. Yellow Warbler. Common at Booth-

bay in the ojieii bushes.

655. Myrtle Warbler. Commoner than tlie

preceding species at Boothbay and else-

where.

()57. Magnolia Waililcr. Rather common
at Boothbay.

659. Chestnut-sided AVarbler. The most
uncommon S]iecics of the family I met with.

Shot a tine $ at Camden, August 4tli, and saw
another at tlie same time which I was uiialile

to get.

667. Black-throated (4reen AVarbler. The
most abundant warbler at Boothbay, and
next to \o. ri]4 lurhaiis die commonest
bird. This is also a l)ird of the thick

woods.

(i7l. Pine Waiblei'. Shot a young ^, and
saw an adult at Boothbay.

674. Ovenbird. Common at Boothbay.

681. Maryland Yellow-throat. Common at

Camden and Boothbay.

6S7. licdstarf. Abundant at Boothbay. I

saw two or three at Camden.
705. Brown Thrasher. 1 saw one at

Boothbay.

7-15. Chickadee. Abundant at Bootlibay

and Camden, in the woods.

7-18. (iolden-crowned Kinglet. Saw four at

Boothbay. On an island near Seal Harboj-,

Mt. Desert. 1 came across a colony of about

tifty of these birds.

7517). Hermit Thrusji. Shot an adult and
a young $ at Roof lilciy.
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761. I'obin. A few pairs at Bootlibay.

About a dozen on Bobson's Island.

T(i6. Bluebird. Saw one or two pairs at

IJootlibav. Tliiiiitds H. M(n)i(joiiiPri/, Jr.

A Strange Occurrence.

I was wanderinji' slowly alonf;;, "un in hand,

early one fall nioriiint;: tlie sun was just

warm enou<;li, the sky just blue enough, and

the ground just dry enough to make me feel

hiippy and contented all throngli. I walked

along a high, steej) bluff overlooking the lake,

a bluff grown over with cedars, hazels, and a

few stately pines, through which flashed oc-

casional glimpses of placid waterscape. 1

seated myself at the foot of a great pine, ab-

sorbing sunshine through every pore and

breathing the racy essence of pine needles.

1 was just becoming drowsy, my eyes half

closed, and unconscious of all sounds but a

dre;uny humming, when I suddenly started up,

broad awake. At first I was dazed, and unable

to imagine the cause, but after rubbing my
eyes I saw that the bushes and tree tops were

full of little warblers hopping and skipping

fiom limb to limb. IIow (pieer I felt ! Every

surrounding object became larger and laiger,

until it was of gignntic size. I was very much
frightened until a Chickadee, bigger than the

largest Engle ever seen, ]u)i)ped down and

remarked kindly, '-Tliis the way, way, way."

Then I noticed that the former peepings had

changed, and in their places hundreds of

tinkling voices weie exclaiming, some in de-

light at a new tind, some in fear, while over

all was heard the steady refrain, "to the

South I .South waid!"

It dill not seem in the least strange that my
arms had clianged to two black wings and

that I had acipiired a soft feathery covering of

a Ijcautiful yellow. I hopped bravely upon a

twig and began to search for food to satisfy

my newly found hunger. A hazel bush first

pre.sented itself to my sight, so into that I flew.

Everyone else was hurrying along, hunting

tlirough tlieir trees in a twinkle and Hying

(juickly to the next. All the time the great

C'hickadees were hopping and flying along at

the head of the column showing the way for

those that followed, while a comi)any of Nut-

hatches blew their little tin horns to keep us all

together. I took plenty of time ; having found a

good bunch of leaves I stayed there, picking

olY every unfin-tunate bug that presented itself.

They tasted good, and I was very loth to leave

that bush ; still the others were so far ahead that

I was about to fly along, when I was suddenly

surrounded by another little band of the same
dress as myself and feeding quite as deliber-

ately. Soon one approached me and remarked,

"This is the way I like to travel, eat when you

eat and J()urney wlnn you journey. Then, too,

the Oiiickadees are so very accommodating;

every little island or patch of woods has its

band ready and willing to show us the path

through their country."

"f'ome on, come on!" they all cried, and

following them I soon found myself at the

head of the procession.

"Why not go up into the tops as those

little fellows do ?" I inquired of my neighbor,

a demure little thing without the sign of a

black bonnet.

"Oil, you can if yon want to," she replied

carelessly, "but we prefer it down here."

Now I was just obstinate enough to desire

to find out for myself how it seemed to be

swaying around so high up in the breezes, so

up I climbed by easy stages to the topmost

spray. Here I found a band of blue-coated

yellow-vested fellows accompanied by our

common friend, the Redstart. I caught a

good deal of game on the wing, for in that I

was quite proiicient, but found the insects

too small for my appetite. Still I enjoyed it

very much, and was nearly beginning to pity

my deserted comrades, when, zip! a huge

brown body shot by, from which an immense
claw made a grab at me. I don't know how I

escaped, but he missed and bringing up sud-

denly on a big limb disclosed the flashing eyes

and bristling feathers of that dreaded tryant,

the >liarp-shinned Hawk. At that moment,

way down below, a frightful roar burst upon

my ear. At the same instant the poor Hawk
fell limi) and lifeless from his perch.

I immediately fled to the lower regions

again, quite determined there to remain. I

had proceeded but a short distance when I

heard one of my companions crying out in the

most agonizing tones. Yon maybe sure I flew

at once to the rescue, and approaching as

closely as possible to the sound, paused to re-

connoitre. After a moment I discovered that

what I thought to be a stump svas in reality

one of that dreadful species, man, and that

from him the sounds proceeded. He was

about thirteen years old, with long brown hair

and pii)e-stem legs inclosed in rubber boots.

He bore a light gun and had a fishing creel

over his shoulder. 1 made some such remark

as "what do you want?" approaching very
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close to liiin ami lookino- at liim sideways. At
this lie muttered under his breath, and very

excitedly "A Wilson's Black-cap Warbler, by

jingo! note c//ez." I had not uttered any note I

am sure. Pietty soon my comrades came to

see what was the matter, at which he became
still more excited and called in a voice of

thunder, "O come here quick, here's about

fifty inillion Wilsons!" He then backed slowly

off, watchin.i" me intently, raised his gun, and

before I knew what was going to hap})en a

blinding flash sprang fortli, followed by a

sudden shooting pain through my whole body.

I lost my hold, all grew dark, anil I fell down,
down, down, landing witli a thump, and found

myself seated under an old pine tree busily

rubbing my eyes.

The sun was Hitering thiough the leaves in

little golden threads, the dreary hum of in-

sects was heard, while tlie Chickadees still

exclainu'd, "this the way, way, way," and the

Nuthatches still blew their little tin horns.

Sfciiud-f E. White.

Nesting of the Summer Tanager at

Raleigh, N. C.

The Summer Tanager {Piranya rithra) is by

no means uncommon at Raleigh during the

sumnuu' months, itdiabiting both mixed
woods and ]jines, Ix'ing pi'rliai)s more (-(immon

in the lattei'.

About the middle of iMay the Tanager looks

out f(u- a nest site, usually selecting one of the

long lower limbs of an oak or pine, and on

this limb, toward the end away from the trunk,

the nest is placed. Sometimes, however, the

Tanager juefers to place her nest in the very toj)

of a small pine sapling instead of tt)wards the

end of a long limb. In both cases a compar-
atively ojieii ])la(i' in I hi' woods seems to be

l)referred to a more retired one, the nest being
often in a tree close to a road or over a footi)ath.

The height of the nest varies from six 1o

thirty feet, usually about fifteen.

The nest is composed of weed stems exter-

nally, and is lined with fine, yellow cured grass

stems; the lining forming a strong contrast in

color to the bulk of the nest. The nest is

rather fiat and shallow, but firm and compact,
and the form of the sitting biid shows
very prominently when on the nest. i'lie eggs
are tiiiee or four in tliis locality, the date for

fresh sets being Jinii' 1st and latei-. and, as is

usually the case, wlien one nest is taken the

bird builds a fresh nest and lays another set.

C. S. Brunley.
Raleigh, N. C.

New Ornithological Association.

Tiie late meeting of the A. A. A. S. was the

occasion of the coming together of quite a

number of ornithologists, especially from the

middle and western states. This was in j^art

due to the efforts of Mr. A. W. Butler, of

Brookville, Ind., and Prof. B. W. Evermann of

Terre Haute, Intl., who had, by circular and
personal correspondence, reached nearly every

working oi-nithologist in the country.

Early in the session a meeting was called for

the purpose of ccmsidering the advisability of

a formal association of those present, and
others who might desire to identify themselves

with the movement, for the purpose of more
efficiently extending this line of scientific

work.

On motion of ^Ir. Butler, Prof. Evermann
was called to the chair. Mr. W. S. Blatchley

was elected secretary of the meeting, and af-

ter the statements of the object of the call,

and s()me informal sug'gesfcious by those jires-

ent, the chair appointed a committee com-

posed of Messrs. BuMer of Indiana, Widmann
of Missouri, and Jones of Iowa, to prepare

preliminary articles of association, and to pre-

sent them for consideration at a subsequent

meeting.

According to previous arrangements, cer-

tain papers were then presented and read,

among which may be mentioned one by Mr.

Lind .lones of Iowa, upon the Meadow Lark
{Stiiniclht iii'rjna); one by Mr. Otto Widmann
of Old Orchard, ^lo., upon the Orchard Oriole

(/c/cr».s- sjiurlns); papers by Messrs. Butler and

Evermann on the Baltinutre Oriole {Irterus

Bdltiiiiovc). Prof. .1. B. Steere of Michigan

gave an extended account of the birds of the

Phili])pine Islands, based upon his own ob-

servations in the islands. A number of fine

specimens were exhibited in illustiation of

theories of coloration, distribution, etc. Mr.

Butler presented extensive notes ui)on the mi-

grations ami distribution of the Evening Gros-

l)eak. Prof. Osborn of Anu's, Iowa, spoke

upon the "Parasites of Biids." Fiom his tih-

servations he inferred that only a limited num-
ber of these actually fed ui)on the blood of the

host; most of them feeding upon feathej's,

hairs, etc.
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The followiiij;- officers were elected for the

foUowins year: Presiileut, Amos W. Butler,

Brookvilie, Iiul.; secretary, Prof. Charles

\V. Ilargitt, Oxford, Ohio; treasurer, Otto

Widmanii, Old Orchard, Mo.

Aiiotlier ineetini; \vill be held in connection

with that of the A. A. A. S. at AVashington,

D. C, next year. The secretary will be glad

to have any suggestions or answer any in-

<iuiries from those interested in the work of

the association.

Preliminary articles of association were

presented by the committee. These will be

extended and modified as occasion may require.

Tiie present idea seems to be that the asso-

ciation should be accessory to the American

association; a sort of ^'-
.sectional club.''''

Cha.s. IV. Ilnrgiff, Sec.

.AIi;,mi riiiver.-ity, Oxford, Ohio, Oct. 25, 1890.

The Capacity of Eggs.

Nesting of the Prairie Warbler at

Raleigh, N. C.

In a former article 1 suggested .208 as a con-

stant l)y which the cube of the length of an

egg may be multiplied in order to determine

its capacity in cubic inches. A further study

of the subject seems to show this to be really

of more practical value than a formula which

gives due weight to the width of the egg as

well as its length. I must own that this result

was directly the reverse of my own opinion

before testing the matter in a practical way.

Though observations, when all known instru-

luental errors have been expunged, are of

more value than computation, the human mind

is apt to be strongly biased in favor of the

latter. If others see any points that I have

missed I hope to hear from them through the

pages of the O. & O.

In i)reparing the accompanying table the fol-

lowing formulai have been used:

The Prairie Waibler {Bendroiai discolor) is

fairly common at Ilaleigh, but the nest is by

no means easy to find as the birds seem to

wander, while Ituilding, (juite a long way from

tlie nest, and even when the nest is found it is

often deserted afterwards, so sets don't get

taken as often as it looks as if they ought.

In tills locality the Prairie Warbler delights

in sunny hillsides covered with bushes and

saplings, building its nest in one of these at a

height of from one to twelve feet from the

ground, but usually about three or four feet

high. They start building about tiie first of

May and uill have fresh sets from the middle

to tiie end of May, some pairs being later than

others, apparently. The nest is a beautiful

structure, usually being largely comi)osed of

rabbit tobacco, a kind of gray-leaved, wild ever-

lasting very much used by birds in nest build-

ing, and is lined with soft materials.

Unlike some localities where this bird nests

mainly in pine saplings, here sweet gums are

the preference, with elm about next best,

nests being only found very occasionally in

pines, although ])ine saplings about the right

size are usually more abundant in the locali-

ties frequented by this liird than any other

tree.

The set is usuiUly four, sometimes three, and

if one set is taken another nest will be built

and another set laid, but the second nest is

usually harder to find than the first, and that

is hard enough. C. S. Bfimley.

Uuleifili. X. C.

a = the length of the egg.

h -= the breadth of the egg.

1) a" X .2(18 = capacity of an "ideal egg" as de-

termined in the article above referred to.

(Jrx«x4.i9

old.

capacity of a prolate spher-

This is the formula which I expected would

give results more closely in accordance with

observations (/.e., determinations of capacity

by weighing) than I could possibly do. Find-

ing it less accurate when the mean percentage

of variation was computed as a test I had

recourse to

?y) }y' X.2G18 -h (J)'x (a — -) X 2.094.

This formula is based on the assumption

that the large end of an egg is half of a sphere

and the small end half of a prolate spheroid.

In the following table, for the basis of calcula-

tion I have used the measurement of eggs

given in EitJ(jiccu/s Manual of North American

Birds. They are undoubtedly more accurate

than any which I could make with the instru-

ments which I have at hand, and I consider

them as a perfectly good scientific standard.

The next column shows the capacity in cubic

inches of some of the eggs which I computed

from their weight when filled with shot. I

would like to have had these results checked

by an independent observer, but to ensure all

possil)le accuracy I have omitted all which

were not based upon the weight of five (-5) or
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more specimens. The third column is computed from formula 1), and the next two from
formulas 2) and 8), respectively.

Measurement Capacity in cubie inches.
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Wood Ibis in Indiana. Henry D. Minot is Dead.

Tlie occurrence of tlie Wocxl Iliis in Indiana

having been long doubted by many, I am glad

to record one specimen taken in tliis state in

1S72, which is, I believe, the first record

noted.

'I'lie specimen (which is a partially mumi-
hed head only) was in the collection of the late

Dr. G. M. Levette, ex-state geologist, and was in

a box of odds and ends thought to be worthless.

As the late doctor was a very careful and pains-

taking scientist I have no doubt about the

record being authentic, althougli the faded

label only leads Ind., 1872. In the same collec-

In the fatal collision Avhich took place on

the Pemisylvania railroad, near Florence, about

7 A. M., on the morning of November 14th,

Henry 1). Minot was instantly killed. For

some years INIr. Minot has spent a large portion

of his time on the rail, in the financial interests

of railroading.

Mr. Minot was best known to the readers of

the O. c^: O. as a naturalist, but particularly as

the author of " The Land and Game Birds of

New England," a work that has stood the test

of time, and of which a new edition is now
being called for. Mr. Minot also published a

tion I also found tlie heads of two (2) Scarlet

Ibis, labelled Ind.. KS70. This is also the first !

"t"e w.nk called -The Diary of a Bird,"

record, I believe, for this bird in this state,

and although their occurrence is noted at a

rather late date, it is better late than never.

'Ilie specimens are now in my collection.

Fletrher M. Noe.
liKliaiiaimlis, Iiid.

Notes by the Way.

which is very interesting and full of humanity,

for which the author was noted. He also

wrote many articles which were published in

jjapers not ornithological, but he was of such a

modest, unobtrusive nature that even I did not

learn of all liis doings in natural science. He
did inform me some time ago that when he

wrote and jjublished " The Land and Game
Birds" he was but a boy— I believe luider

sixteen when it w'as sent out to the world.

Several of our subscribers have recently; It is perhaps eleven years since he • was

written to know if we would exchange back tlrawn to the writer; I know not why, unless it

volumes of the <). & O. for specimens. We was the humane tone which was manifested in

have them on hand and will exchange them the O. * O., and with which he was in deep

for any tirst-class specimens of natural history sympathy. He was an ardent admirer of the

that we can use. Do not hesitate to send in gieat Alexander Wilson, and his desire was to

a list of what you have. The back volumes possess all of the Wilson material that he could,

form a valuable addition to the library of our and when he again found leisure lie intended

American naturalist. The amount of infor- to devote one or more rooms to the work as a

mation thev contain is invaluable.

A unique addition to our collectit)n of photi

!,iai)lis is one that the postman just hands us

literary and art museum, with the intention of

writing a life of Wilson that would finally do

him justice. The last time I saAV him was

during a hurried visit to his native city, when

from Texas. The inscription is, "Bunch of on November 2d he left his friends long enough

oranges raised in Jefferson Co., Texas. Com- i
to visit the home of the writer in Dorchester,

pliments of Jas. H. Kachford." Mr. Each ford
I

when some two hours were spent in rapidly

writes: There are nineteen oranges in this examining tdd MSS.. drawings, etc., which had

bunch (here our mouth waters); the smallest been the property of Wilson, Audubon, Bach-

measures eleven inches around (we mentally man, Nuttall and others. This was a great

calculate the chances of getting outside of treat to him and he was to have been the pos-

thein at one sitting). He adds: This country sessor of the collection as soon as the transfer

is especially adapted to the raising of fruit and could have been properly made,

that Beaumont is one of the finest cities in the Mr. Minot was about thirty-one years old,

state (as we read, soft strains of " What must it with a healthy cimiplexion and rosy cheeks. I

be to betliere'" float into our windows from bttle thought, as I bade him good-by from the

a passing band of Salvationists, and we shout high piazza and directed him to the electric

amen I). Mr. Kachford is interested in the car station, that Boston was to be so cruelly

growth and improvement of the section, and is robbed of one of its brightest ornaments in so

ready to give any information to parties who
;

short a space of time. Jon. M. Wade.

desire it.
' Dorchester, Nov. 17. ls!>o.



168 OKNITHOLOGIST [Vol. 15-No. 11

Natural History Business.

Perhaps one of the most alhuini;' hranches of

industry is the one known under the above

title. Dating back to the time Adam secured

his first specimen ''Eve" to tlie present day it

lias been carried on more or less by mankind in

every clime. The vastness of the field, with its

various branches, offer every facility to meet

the taste of all. The man who ignores anthro-

offers a continual pleasure, while to him who
follows it as a business the extent and variety

are the rocks that court financial sliipwreck.

The vast numbers scattered over the country

who are engaged in making private collections,

and who by the routine of life are confined to a

locality, must k)ok to others for assistance,

and procure specimens from other localities

either by purchase or exchange.

This is often done bv direct communication

•v.

FRANK BLAKE WEBSTER.

pology bows in reverence to concliology. He
who would travel miles to worsliij) at the

shrine of lu'rpetology scorns ornitliology, while

the magnate who looks in utter amazement at

the toil of the entomologist, strips off his rai-

ment and with the energy of youth collects the

"biting" flea. Some pursue the calling as a

study, some as a pastime, while others turn to

it under the exacting law, " By the sweat of

thy brow." To the man who by the smile of

foitinu' can combine study and pUasure, it

between collectors, but as a rule will be found

to require a great deal of tinu' and itatience and

liability to be tinted witli disai)i)ointment. It

was to meet a demand for centralization of

exchange that stimulated the writer to estab-

lish a Naturalists" Supply Depot. In the year

18(57, with a view to the enterprise, tlie depart-

ment of taxidermy was taken u]) as a study,

Niglit after niglit in tlie "wee, small hours,"

familiarity with tlie scalpel and stuffers was
courted, and oology llirted with. After seven
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years" apprenticeship, in 1874, special attention

was <;iven to tlie working materials required,

])lans proniuluated, and tlie followinu' year the

Xatnralists" Supply Depot was established, and

the lirst catalo<iue issued under the name of

A. L. Ellis ct C?o., rawtucket, R. I., the writer's

business interest at the time not warranting

the use of his name. The l)usiness was pushed

with energy, evenings alone being devoted to

it. In 188:5, Wm. J. Knowlton, successor to

Brewster A- Knowlton, an old. well-known

r.ostitn firm, wishing to devote his attention to

jn'ci ions stones, ottered the sale of his stock

and trade in all departments except the one

became evident that more room was reciuii-ed,

and after mu(di deliberation Hyde Park, seven

miles out of Boston, was selected. A site was

secured at the Hazelwood station (Hyde Park)

on the Boston & Providence Division, Old Col-

ony Railroad, a twenty minutes' ride from

Boston, trains running at all hours. During

the summer the first of a series of buildings

that will follow, if the demand recpiires it, was

erected. The museum building, an engraving

of which is given, faces the railroad, and from

the thousmds of curious faces that peer from

the continually passing trains, evidently is a

prominent feature in the locality. The upper

Xl "- ~ri'>-."_'>/.»ii?~i71a;:;i;«i;j:::=..

OUR NEW HEADQUARTERS
As seen from the Old rioloiiy R.R., Providence Divison, at the Hazelwood station, Hyde Park, Mass. Hyde Park
joins the City of Hoston and is 7 miles from the Boston stations of the above-named railroad and the New York
and New Knjjland Railroad. One hundred and thirty-two trains per day afford access between the two points.

above named. The trade was consummated

and the business turned to Pawtucket, a rapid

development followed and the following year it

was deemed expedient foi' the writer to devote

his entire time to it. At this time Aldrich &
Capen, Boston taxidermists, ottered the sale of

their business, stock, trade and good will,

which was acce]>ted and the business continued

in both cities under the name of Ellis & AYebster.

For over a year this continued, involving the

daily travel of about 100 miles. At the close

the Pawtucket business was turned once more

to Boston, the \vriter buying out the inter-

est of A. L. Ellis (since deceased). It so(m

part is one entire room, in which is stored

specimens from all parts of the land, mam-
mals, birds, heads, land and marine curio,

mats, robes, horns, antlers, eggs, nests and

everything that comes under the head of nat-

ural history specimens. These are selected

with the greatest care from the offers that

come in from collectors, and they embrace siu-h

as are recptired by the scientific and amateur,

for the museum and school, the office and the

drawing room— continually changing, arriving

and being shipped. At present it is open only

to patrons, but arrangements are being made
to open it another year to the public. The
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lower portion is now used as workrooms, office

and supply room. Every facility for carryino-

on exchanges and sales is being developed. To
bring the enterprise to its present state has

required constant and unceasing labor. At

times some <lepartments have been neglected

to throw life into others; but such is only

temporary.

Not the least as a crowning effort has l>een

the ijublication of "The Ornithologist and

Oc'ilogist," a magazine to-day second to none of

its natuie, made so by the united efforts of

those whose names appear on its pages, a com-

mon ground on which we all meet.

Believing that friendship and familiarity are

inipt)rtant features conducive to tlie success of

tlie business I am induced to offer to my patrons

the above sketch that they may understand

what has been my aim. With thanks for the

kind support in the past, I hand you my new
lists.* Fi-diik B. Wrhstcr.

Hyde I'ark, Mass.

Day at Rockaway Beach.

Xotwitlistnnding the rapid encroacliinents

which civilization is making uin)n primitive

nature in this vicinity, there still remains a

large poition of Rockaway Beach as yet un-

changed, excei)t for the life-saving station,

one or twoclul) houses, and innumerable num-
bers of exploded cartridges, whit'h last attest

to the favor in which the beach is held as a

hunting ground. I had often heard from a

fellow ornithologist wonderful stories of tlie

abundance of birds there in tlie migrations,

even to the numl)er of eleven Hawks shot in

one day. So, on the tifth of Octobei', ISS'.i,

we (my friend .loe and myself) started for the

beach witli our heads full of the reminis-

cences of this hunters paradise, where we ex-

pected to realize to some extent the i)leasurcs

of the chase (even " Chippies " are " ganu'
"'

to an (jrnithologist, you know).

It was an ideal autumn ilay, crisp and cool,

with not a cloud in the skj', and as we rode

over tlic trestle which spans .Jamaica bay, the

sun sparkled on the waters with dazzling

brilliancy, the scene being enlivened now and

then by the llightof a snowy (inll or a tlock of

sombre Crows.

On reaching the bi-ach, wc had hardly got-

ten away from the yard surrounding the de-

pot, when our ears were delighted by the lisp-

ing notes of a couipany of (Jolden-erowncd

Kinglets, who were feeding in a small cedar.

* New catalojiuc icadx Dec. I. ls!i(i.

and the sharply defined, nasal notes of the

Red-bellied Nuthatch ^' quank-quank-quank.''

I had just raised my gun to tire when a gruff

voice said, "Don't shoot here. " We were not

seriously frightened, but were obliged to post-

pone the securing of any Kinglets or Nut-
hatches till we had crossed the fence which
marks the line of private property. We found
the Kinglets {Reyulns Hatrapa) very abundant
all day, and extremely confiding, so that we
had af)undant opportunity to watch their

active and dexterous maiueuvres in search of

food, and to secure all we had the heart to

shoot.

The Nuthatches (Sifta canadeihsis) were
not so common, but eveiy once in a while we
woidd hear one, or catch a glimpse of his

slaty-blue body as he flew from one cedar to

another. T think 1 saw one or two of the

White-bellied species {Sitta caroli)ienfiiH), but
this is a rather ]-are bird in this vicinity.

Fully as abundant as the Kinglets were the

Yellow-rumped Warblers. AVe ct)uldn't move
without scaring up one or two, and sometinu's

a bush or clump of bushes seemed fnll

of them. We shot only a few because we
wanted our ammunition foi' nobler game,
and also for the reason that many parts

of the l)each are coveied with a thick

growth of bushes, in which, if the birds

fall, it is very hard to find them, so when we
saw our stock of ammunition decieasing at

rapid rate, we didn't shoot at the Yellow-rum])s

unless we were sure of getting them.

At least one species of Thrush was common,
but as they were quite shy and .stuck closely

to the bushes or thick cedar near the ground,

we secured only two si)eciniens, but these

alone repaid us for our trip, for they proved

to be the rare BicknelFs Thrush.

Another raie biiil which led us on a tan-

talizing chase was a liluc-headcd Yireo, or at

least we thought it was such. When I first

saw him he was in a bush not ten feet from

me, but as J had only No. .'! in my gun I

thought Ix'st not to tire at him, ami by the time

1 had slipped in a. "dust" shell the Viret) had
" slipped " around to the other side of the bush,

and although I followed him nearly lialf a

mile witli all the stealth 1 could command, he

at last got away from me. Well, if 1 hadn't

been having j)retty good luck that day I shoulil

have requested Joe to kick me, as it was 1

didn't get over the loss of that bird till I iden-

titied my Thrushes.

AVe were now in a- mood f(»r a rest and sonu'

lunch, so, in ordci' to kccji warm and see all
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tliat was going on, we chose tlie toji of a

sand dune for a dining table. Soon we
noticed (locks of White-bellied Swallows
coming over, and as one flock passed rather

low I managed to secnre a specimen from it.

During all of the afternoon flocks of from
twenty-five to several hundred came along

l>i-('tty I'egulaily, at intervals of about fifteen

minutes, all flying westward, so that alto-

gether many thousands of these birds must
iiave passed over in migration on that date.

Occasionally one ov two stragglers would fly

low, just over the tops of the dunes; one such

came within five feet of the muzzle of Joe's gun
barrel. I exclaimed ' O-o-o-o," and Joe, think-

ing I meant for him to fire, blew the poor bird

into a sliapelcss mass.

Our stock of ammunition was now nearly

exhausted, especially the smaller sizes of shot,

so we started towards the depot. We had

gone but a little way, and were cro.ssing a strip

of meadow, when we saw a small Hawk skim-

ming along through the cedars ahead of us.

We dropped on our knees, and after a few

turns the Hawk came directly towards us.

When within thirty yards Joe gave him a

charge which made him drop his foot and look

sick. I followed with a dose of No. 3, which

cause him to spin around several times and

fall in a heap, showing that a shot had en-

tered the head. On picking him up I saw that

he was a new bird to my collection, namely,

Falro coliimbarius, and a fine specimen he was,

too.

We had been scaring up Flickers (Colaptes

(itinttua) all day, but it was not till nearly

night that we secured two, both shot by Joe.

One was a good fifty-yard-wing shot, and the

other was remarkable, from the fact that after

l)icking him up we discovered from her

cries (»f distress that a Plioebe had been

wounded by the same shot. Phoebes

wcie common all day, as were Catbirds and

(ioldlinches. The Catbirds had a very glum
and sullen aspect, it seemed to me, keeping

well out of sight in the bushes; while on llie

other hand the Goldfinches, as usual, were the

personification of life and vivacity— and yet

the Catbirds were on their way to the sunny

south, while the Goldfinches were going to

brave the rigors of a northern winter— ales-

son for those people who are always clamoring

for a change.

We saw several Brown Thrushes, and se-

emed a i>air of Cedarbirds in young plumage.

The .Snowbirds {Juncn liyenmliH) had already

anived in small numbers.

As we stood on the last of the dunes before

starting for the depot, we saw a large fiock of

White-bellied Swallows pause in their migra-

tory flight and circle gi-acefully over a large

strip of meadow, and as the sun, then well

toward the horizon, threw his rays between
the hills full upon the Swallows it lighted up
the scene most beautifully, the ease and grace

with which the birds performed their evolu-

tions adding to the impressive beauty of a

scene which formed a fitting ending to a trip I

shall not soon forget. Arthur II. Howell.
Brooklyn, N. Y.

Wanderings, No. g.

MOUNT KEARSARGE.

The 24th of June, 1890, found me in the

little, but famous, town of Xorth Conway,

N. H., the guest of my old-time and long-

tried friend, J. Waldo Nash, whose name is

known to our readers by his notes, which ap-

pear in our columns from time to time.

The home of Brother Xasli is located on the

outskirts of the village, and his little farm is

washed, oftimes too roughly, by the waters of

Kearsarge Brook, which takes its rise on the

side of the mountain whose name it bears, and
whuse bare and rocky crest rises above the

minor peaks around, like a sovereign raised

above his subjects.

On the farther side the brook, the slope of

Lookout Point, one of the Green Hills range,

begins to rise, and with but little intervale

climbs toward the clouds, affording, from the

various ledges which croj) out from its sides, a

beautiful view of the village, the Saco Eiver

which winds through it, the Cathedral rocks,

and AVhite Horse ledge. Beyond is Mount
Attitash, with its noted cascades, known as

Diana's Baths, which show notable examples

of the Potholes, with which the ledges of the

river bottoms of this section abound; Moat
Mountains, and beyond, Chocorua, despite its

distance, lifts its height of 3,500 feet.

It is no wonder that, with these surround-

ings, we find Brother Nash an artist and tax-

idermist of no small ability, and a thorough

naturalist and woodsman; and numerous spec-

imens of his handiwork adorn the walls of his

cozy dwelling. From this point did we diverge

for numerous tramps about the country.

Upon this day we took the course of the

brook, lined with trees and bushes, and soon

found birds in abundance. Here, in a swamp,

near the railroad station, we found the nest of
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the Redstart, now tilled witli young, and num-

erous examples of insect lite made life pleas-

iiral)le and miserable.

Our next point was Artist's Falls, where

Artist's Brook tumbles over a succession of

ledges down the mountain side; and all shaded

by the overhanging foliage which covers the

slope.

Farther on, between Cranmore and Peaked

Mountains, we catch a glimpse, between the

trees, of dark clouds rai)idly gathering in tlie

west, and we turn our footsteps homeward,

down the j)recipitous slojies, pausing now and

then to watch the clouds casting their shadow
over the range on the opposite side of the

valley, and then rushing dowu the sides over

the rocks and bushes, and thiough the trees.

What a change the pure, bracing mountain

air produces! Only a few days before, I threw

down my pen, sat back in my chair, and won-

dered if uiy back and fingers would ever come

straight again, and if my brains would ever

get unclogged, and the exertion of walking a

mile was so great that I took a horse-car to go

five blocks; and here I "as, four days later,

rushing down the rough side of a steep mount-

ain, risking the safety of life or limb at every

leap, as if I were only a boy of fourteen

years.

In one of these plunges, as I was leaping

over a patch of low blueberry bushes, to keep

my feet from getting tangled, and thus falling

headlong down tlie bill, a little bird tluslu-d

from between my feet as 1 struck, and was

gone in an instant, but not so quickly that I

did not recognize the little .Tunco, or Snowbird,

whose lu)me I had never before discoveied.

I tliought no more of rain or shelter, but as

soon as I could check my downward course, I

retraced my steps, shouting for my comi)ani()n,

and he found me bending over tlie nest, which

was sunk in the ground among bluebeiiy

bushes and brakes. It was composed of line

grass and pine needles, lined with liair, and

contained five eggs. Entry in my note liook

says: Diameter, inside, ')% inches; diameter,

outside, 5 inches: depth, 2 inches; very neat

and compact.

On again down tlie mountain, and at the

foot we pause again to look at the nest of a

IJlack and Wiiite Warblei', which my friend

bad found some days before, and left fiir my
delectation. It was on tlu! side of a little

bank, the foot of which was washed by the

waters of tlu; biook, and crowned by a fence

whose gray aixl moss-grown boards contrasted

well with the green bank overgrown by ferns

and bushes and shadowed by the dark, over-

hanging branches of a hemlock.

The nest was nearly at the foot of a tree,

about four feet above the water, and hidden

by a branch of hemlock which grew out over

it. It was loosely constructed of pine needles

and dead leaves, and lined with fine shreds of

birch bark and horse hair; contained four eggs.

The first thing that greeted my eyes on

awakening the next morning, was the fogs of

the night slowly rising from off the summits
of Moat Mountains; and I remembered that we
were to try Old Kearsarge that day; and I was
soon watching its cap emerging from the

clouds which the showers of the previous

night had caused.

The sky clearing, we staited at 10 a.m.

across the fields for Sunset Hill, which is one

of the foot-hills of the mountain. The way
led along the course of the brook, through the

intervale, and strawberries and beautiful

fiowers and scenes beguiled our footsteps so

that it was nearly noon before the ascent was
really begun.

The bridle path wound around trees and
rocks, with numerous openings, whence the

valley below could be seen, and niany were the

interruptions which turned us from our path.

The beautiful fiowers of the Llunea bdvealin

called our attention at one moment, and at tlie

next turn it was some bird which liopped out

of the bushes, and as suddenly llitted out of

sight.

About one-fourth of the way up we heard

the sound of falling water, and our investiga-

tions were rewarded l)y a beautiful series of

cascades, swollen Ijy the showers of the night

before, formed by the fall of the brook which

runs between Kearsarge and Bartlett Moun-
tains. It seems strange that these cascades

are not better known, for tliey greatly surpass

many which are more noted. It is true that

they are not easily accessible, but they are

well worth the trouble of seeking out.

On these banks, as we climbed over and

leaped across on the mossy and water-worn

rocks, \\e started the Redstart, the Chestnut-

sided Warbler, the Ked-eyed Vireo and the

Olive-backed Thrush, hiding among the bushes

and the fern-grown banks.

We followed the course of the brook until

we found that it would carry us away fioni our

goal, when we turned again to'vard the bridle

path.

We lunched on Prospect lA'dge, well nanu'd,

for here is afforded a fine i)rosi)ect of tliis

section of the Saco Vallev.
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Leaving liere. we find bird life growing very

scant, but see the Junco and Wiiite-tiiroated

Sparrow appiuontly breeding at a lieight of

2,000 feet.

Speaking of tiiis latter bird, it is liere in

these mountains that I heard its voice at its

greatest perfection, at least two more notes

being added to its song as heard in the low-

lands. It warbles at intervals during the

entire day, calling back and forth with its

companions; and later on, as I lay in my
blankets on the sloi)es of Mount Willey, in the

darkness of the night, and surrounded by the

sombre depths of the spruce forest, lit only by

the glimmering stars, I heard it again, like

a voice of hope calling from the depths of

gloomy despair, and enlivening the solitude

with its cheery notes. And as the tirst rays of

the rising sun adorned the east he, first of all,

lifted up liis voice in glac'ness and praise.

Not for all tlie world could I, since that

gloi ions day, harm one of those little creatures,

or take its nest. I would feel as if I had killed

or robbed my own brother.

But 1 have digressed, both from my path

and my story. We are now nearly to timber

line, Hud soon have passed out where the only

vegetation is low bushes, a few stunted ever-

greens, twisted and gnarled by the force of the

winds wliirli sweej) over the summit, and the

low, creeping mountain cranberry {iiva ursi),

which covers the soil wlierever any is found to

cover the rocks. A few more hundred feet

and we step upon the top. It lias been a hard

climb, but the view is worthy of the labor.

We can follow the course of the Saco River

from where it emeiges from the Notch until it

disappears in tlu' distant fields of Maine.

Below us are the viUagcs si)read out in minute

panorama, the buihlings looking like toy-

houses, and the ])e<)ple indistinguishable except

by the aid of the glasses.

To the south, on either side tlie valley, the

two ranges show their length; to the east, the

hills of Maine are nearly Hattened into the

plain, though near by they are considerable

eminences, and the view is unbroken to the

horizon, witli river, lake and field vaiying the

picture; while to the north are the monarchs

of the range, too numerous to mention, cul-

minated by Washington, now for weeks cloud-

capped, and on whose sides the patches of

snow and ice are i)lainly discernible.

As we stand on the northern span we see a

slu)wer gathering about Mount Washington,

and sweeping down the Notch. Washington

is iiidJeu fronr view, and tlu'u follows Munroe;

Willey and Webster disappear, and the bank
of fog, swirling and swaying with the force of

tlie wiiul, draws nearer and nearer.

In the midst of it all, in the gap between

Bartlett and Kearsarge, high in the air, and

in the very path of the wind, soars a large

hawk. He sways back and forward, ever and

anon coming to a standstill, facing and in the

very teeth of the gale, and hovering there

without the slightest discernible motion, brav-

ing and conquering the very power of the wind,

a grand triumph of skill and power. It was a

majestic sight.

The wind is so strong that we are glad to

get under the lee of a little house which crowns

the summit, and which is firmly bound to the

rock with iron rods.

After plucking a few flowers of tiie bear-

berry as mementoes for abseiit friends, we
strike down the side of the mountain, avoiding

the paths, and soon are crashing our way
thr(uigh the foliage, below timber line.

We follow directly down the southeast side

of the moiuitain, and as we near the foot we
strike a ledge showing fine specimens of tab-

ular and drusy c]uartz, which we stop and

sample.

But the night is drawing near, and we hurry

away, starting two partridges with their broods

of young. Signs of bear are not infrequent,

but we see none, though one was shot here on

the night of the 23d.

We reach the house at 7 o'clock, having

taken six hours for the ascent and four hours

for the return. F. A. Bates.

Two Days in the Field.

Last Summer was spent on Mackinac Island.

There the migrations commenced in the middle

of August, and from then until the 10th

of September I made it an almost daily prac-

tice of rising at daybreak, the better to ob-

serve the migrants.

On the morning of Aug. 30th, I awoke at the

first streak of dawn, and hastily donning my
clothes stole softly out doors. Here I found my
gun and fishing creel, and taking a bite of

food, was soon on the road; first througli

a circular cleared space, where a few ghostly

figures fiitted silently from under my feet.

Vesper Sparrows disturbed mayhap from their

last night's resting places. Where the road

turns through the evergreens I heard a few^
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faint peepings and twitterings, so I started to

investigate. It proved to be a Winter Wren,
j

and he was repeating liis summer song in an

undertone, inaudible at a short distance, and

dwelling particularly on the trills. Leaving liim

to his meditations I sot»n found myself entering

a long strip of open maple woods, musical

with the morning efforts of tlie Red-eyed

Vireos. Paying but sliglit attention to these

and to the numerous Chickadees and King-

lets, 1 hastened on, and by rapid walking

arrived at my collecting ground just as the

sun rose. This place includes about two hun-

dred acres of dense undergrowth pierced by

roads shadowed by overhanging buslies, along

which it w-as only necessary to walk slowly,

keeping my eyes and, more especially, my ears

open.

A few judicious " sucks'' on the back of my
hand called out a pair of Wilson's Black-

capped Warblers and a vast numbei' of female

Redstarts. After looking at me gravely for a

moment or so the former retreated silently

into the evergreens. Every few steps would

discover new attractions; here a gaudy Bhu-k-

buvnian Warbler looked down upon me fiom

the lower branches of a pine; therc! a Cana-

dian Warbler peered at me through a screen

of leaves; on tliis side a Prairie Warbler; on

that a Creeper, wliile any number of ]!ed-

starts. Magnolia, and I>lack-thro;i,ted (ireen

Warblers api)eared at every turn. Xor are the

Warblers all; Hermit Thrushes, Kinglets, Nut-

hatches, Chickadees, (ioldlinches, J'urple

Finches,— it would be tedious to mention the

half of them.

A turn to the right, and a- few hundred yards

beyond, is a small cleared spot of luilf an

acre, an abandoned farm perhaps. <>n the

edge of this 1 found a long column moving

rapidly; all I had to do was to stand still nnd

let them pass in review before me. To the

right I saw a female Cape May Warbler feeding

in a small sapling, but on my turning to shoot,

away she went, unmindful nlike oi my fiantic

calls and of my muttered laments. 'J'uining

wrathfully to leave I was clectrilied to see

another, a male, in the sapling just vacated

by his mate. This time tliere was no mistake,

and a "light load " soon laid him low.

Across the road I turned, and had taken but

a few steps in the long grass when a small

greenish l)ird Hew up and disappeared in the

bushes. In answer to my calls she ai)peared

in a rift in the foliage; though but for an in-

stant, an opportunity for ii hurried shot was

presented. 1 crawled in on hands and knees,

and after a long search found the bird caught

in a crotch near the foot of a small bush. At

first sight I took it to be a Mourning Warbler,

one of which I had already seen, but a glance

at the white eye ring luideceived me; it was a

female Connecticut Warbler. Strange coinci-

dence, the only other specimen of this species

I had shot was collected on the same date

one year previous. On the way home a

lonely Robin was observed, left behind by

his migrating fellows, and an immature Pine

Creeper was shot. Examination of my field

notes showed that forty-eight species had

been observed.

Sei)tember (ith I was again in the field, and

in the first few steps from the Jiouse was aston-

ished at the vast number of Warblers moving.

All the night before I had heard them Hying

over, and the morning found many still pass-

ing. Never have I seen the Warblers as abun-

dant as they were that morning; instead of

a few scattered bands, all the south side of the

island was one vast flock, and a few calls suf-

ficed to bring down clouds of birds. In the

bushes along the roads the Parula Wai-

blers had become common, the Bay-breasted

and Blackpolls were everywhere, and the

Black-throated Greens, Magnolias, and Nasli-

villes were not much behind. The Pine Creep-

eis. J'rairies, Wilson, and Chestnut-sided were

much commoner than usual, and the Downy
Woodpeckers were in every tree. t-oon I

turned along the bluff, where they weie still

in Tud)roken array, where I saw four White-

bellied Nuthatches and a Hairy Woodpecker,

both, strange to say, rare birds to the island.

Among other rarities were a i)air of IMiila-

delphia Vireos and a Cape ]SIay Warbler.

After breakfast I rested an hour or so while I

skinned some birds and then started out again.

To my surprise the host had neaily disaj)-

peared and the birds weie if anything a little

less comnujn than usual. That day was the

height of the season; ol species were recorded.

Sfetvarf E. White.

Grand Rapids, Kent Co., ;\Iicli.
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Editorial.

KASTKIiX DKMOCHATIC ROOSTER.

We note tlie n|)pcaiance of tliis l)ii(I in un-

usual nunilx'is ill the east, durino- tlie last few
(lays. It i.s not a new si)e('ies, but the recent

tiiiiht bids fair to place it in future under the

head of "ahundant.'" A year since, wlien the

Killdeer visited us, the (juestion was, "The
cause?" Tiiere can l)e little reason for any
one to question the cause of the present case.

The way in whi(di the best interests of New
England and other sections has been ignored

by s('heinin<;- politicians in the IJeiJublican

party has forced many of theii- strontf friends

to cut clear of it: and it will only be by a

short tack fioni tlieir present course that they

will save themselves from beino; swamped.
The rushinji through of the McKinley bill has

met with a sharp rebuke. It is not necessary

for us to point out every item ot interest in

which it affects our naturalists: they will have

a full chance to discover that in the future, as

they scrape the bottom of their pockets for

the extra dollars that it will call forth. The
duty on glass eyes has been increased to sixty

per cent. The reader can appreciate this when
he stops to think that for every ten dollars'

worth of eyes that he gets (European value)

he has to pay the government a tax of six

dollars, and for what ? To force him to buy a
poorer gi-ade, manfactured by some Bohemian
at Pawtucket, Rhode Island.

Thanks to the interest of one member of

congress, the duty was removed from birds'

skins for scientific use. But that was not
going far enough. The duty should have
been removed from skins imported for milli-

nery puiposes; not that Ave are in the slightest

degree interested in that industry, but that
the protection of our native birds would be
increased by it; also, nearly all the bright
plumaged birds used by our taxidermists are
imported by the millinery houses.

In this state the naturalists have received
very little from the Republican party for whicli
to feel thankful. For the last five years we have
called attention to the fact that there should
be a permit law that would enable our natural-

ists to collect. There is such a law, but it

has been a dead letter, by the management of

the Game Commissioners, who hold their

office under the wings of Republican monopoly.
In our last issue we gave reasons why the nat-

uralists and taxidermists should not overlook
the way they had been ignored when they
went to the polls, and we believe it was one of

the straws that helped to break the camel's
back.

It remains for the future to decide whether
the naturalists will receive any consideration

in this state. If not they will stand ready to

lend their force to tip someone overboard.
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We have scanned the pages of the many
publications that liave come to us during the

past two years, in hopes of finding the slight-

est spirit of a disi)Osition to look to the inter-

ests of naturalists, upon whom they depend

for their support. At last we note with

pleasure that one has taken up the subject.

Charles F. Carr, in his publication, "The Wis-

consin Naturalist," refers to the nonsensical

duty on some goods used by naturalists. That

is right, friend Carr; you will lose nothing by

working for the interests of the naturalists.

The publication that has no more independence

than a poodle is worthy the early grave into

which it usually tumbles. liCt the motto be

'•Independent in all things, neutral in

nothing."

Witli the ensuing volume tlie O. A- O. will be

l)ublished at Hyde Park, Mass. While we
sjiall retain our Boston office, as a convenient

IKiint at which to meet our friends and trans-

act local business, we shall make Hyde Park

our head(iuarters. All communications, ex-

cept those belonging to the department of Mr.

Norris, should be mailed to above address.

Brief Notes.

L. W. Newell, a popular Boston taxidermist,
who for a number of years was connected witli

C. I. (ioodale, and of late doing business oji

Kingston street, has cast his lot with us. His
sjjecial department will be to look after the
taxidermists' interests. His genial nature has
won many friends among the eastern sportsmen.

James T. Clark, Dedham, who has been with
us during the past two yeais, we feel safe in

lating as one of the finest taxidermists in the
country, his specialty being heavy woik.
Claik's work has become (juite famous in

Boston's sporting circles. In the future he
will take the position of chief taxidermist.

Frank A. Bates, who is well kuown to our
readers, has been connected witli us for tlie

))ast three years. "The Bug Man"" will take
s])ecial charge of the older and sui)i)ly (le])art-

ment.
All three of these gentlemen will be inter-

ested in the general business.

N. A. Eddy of Bay city, Midi., one of our
original subscribers, called on us last mimth.
H. is a pleasure to meet those whose names
are familiar.

Hugh I). Auchiiicloss, of New York, is

laving out (juite a ]n'ograuinie f(U' his winter
evening eiiteitainment. lie has recently added
tjuite a number of skins to liis collect ion, wliieli

he intends to mount.

C. I. Goodale, the wcOl-known Boston tax-

idermist, has sold out his business. I'ndei'

his genial management during the past twenty
years he had built up a large trade. This will

undoubtedly be scattered.

Mr. Goodale will engage in the manufacture
of cork wood ornaments, on which he holds a
patent. We wish him success in his new line.

Snow Buntings in line plumage were taken
at Quincy, Mass., Oct. 24th.

Stuffed heads of the elk bring higher prices
out west than they do east. The fact is,

Boston is the place to trade.

F. A. Glezen, of Providence, R. I., returned
in October from a successful hunting trip in

Nova Scotia. The trophy that he secured will

remind him of the pleasant hours.

Among the first to bring in a deer's head
this season was K. F. Perkins of Boston. That
gentleman knows where to find game and how
to get it.

Wood Duck are about as scarce as Wild
Pigeon. We actually have heard of as many
of the latter being seen this season as the
former.

The busy season for the taxidermists has
now opened. May it be a hot one.

Sportsmen who wish to preserve a head or
pelt will find the free use of salt about as sure
as any way to keep them in good order. Use
plenty of it.

It is very discouraging, the iiuml)er of eggs
that have reached us during the past season in

damaged condition, owing to not being suffi-

ciently wiai>])ed ill cotton, and in some cases
by old collectois. A little extra care would
save much annoyance.

The collect(U- winy uses ink in marking his
eggs is behind the times. Use a .soft lead
pencil.

We are always glad to record any little note
of interest in any ilepartment of natural
history.

A number of the boys are saving their
S(]uirrel skins and tanning them with C'urrier's

Liquor. They all say that it works nicely, and
it looks as if squirrel skin coats will shortly be
the rage.

Percival Casset, formerly publisher of the
E.rc/i((ii(je (Old M((rf, has Just rt'turiie<l from a
trip west. He spent considerable time on a
ranclie. The sight of a jtlioto that he had taken
in Cow Boy attire caused us to drop on all

fours and crawl under the counter, but when
he mentioned some heads tliat he had brought
back for us to mount for him we were induced
to come forth again.

Anotlier white crow has been taken the jyast

season, near Uexington, Mass.

We note that first i>remium fen- birds and
animals was awarded to Mr. Myron Huff, of

Lodi Centre, N. V., at the Union Fair held at

'I'rumansburg, N. Y.
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A Series of Eggs of the Prothono-

tary Warbler.

The eggs of the Protlionotaiy Warbler {Pro-

tonotaria citrea) are as a rule more brightly

marked than those of any other warbler, and
tlieir glossy appearance adds much to their

beauty. 'I'lieir variation is very great, but it

is believed that the series of seventy sets now
before me exhibits all their varieties of size

and color.

Set I. June 11, 18S8. Burlington, Iowa.

Nest in hole in elm tree in water. Six eggs.

Two are pure white, unmarked, save for four

or live indistinct specks of cinnamon. The
other four have a ground color of ecru drab,

sparingly speckled and spotted with cinnamon:

.7;5x..">(*»: .(5!)x.">5; .()Sx..o(>; .TOx.o."); .(wx.oo;

.(iS X .")). All entirely without gloss.

>et II. June 6, 18S8. Marion County, Mo.

Nest in cavity of rotten willow stump, made
mostly of moss. Five eggs, incubation begun.

White, glossy and speckled all over the surface,

but more heavily at the larger ends, with

cinnamon-rufous, burnt umber, and lilac-gray:

.7vx.(50; .78X..58; .75x..oJ); .77x.:)9: .74x.(>l.

Very large eggs for this species.

Set HI. June 8, 1888, Lacon, 111. Nest of

moss, etc., in an old knot hole. Six eggs,

fresh. Light creamy white, glossy, heavily

s]»eckled and spotted with chestnut and olive-

gray. The markings are much heavier at the

larger ends: .72x.r)<; .()7x..")7; .'uyiJu:

.m X ..•)8 : .70 X ..")7 ; .71 X .('.0.

Set IV. June 1, 1888. Lacon, 111. Nest of

moss, hail', etc., in broken end of willow

standing in the water. Five eggs, fresh.

Glos.sy white, speckled and spotted all over

the service with chestnut and olive-gray. The
markings are much heavier at the larger ends:

.72x.(iO: .74x.r)9; .71x.rx8; .72x. .')!); .71x..58.

Set V. June Tj, 1888. Burlington, Iowa.

Nest in willow stump. Seven eggs, incubation

begun. Glossy white, speckled all over the

surface with burnt umber and olive-gray:

.OOx.SS; .()4x.r)4; .69x..55; .66x..')5; .68x.55;

.fit) X .55; .(*)8 X .54.

Set VI. June 3, 1888. Burlington, Iowa.

Nest in hole in sycamore, standing in the

water. Seven eggs, incubation begun. Glossy

white, speckled all over with chestnut and
lilac-gray. The markings are heavier near

the larger ends: .69x.55; .70x.50; .63x.52;

.04 X ..54 ; .()!) x .5(i ; .7 1 x .58 ; .04 x .5:3. This
set also contains one egg of the Cowbird.

Set VII. May 27, 1880. Marion Co., Mo.
Nest made entirely of a large quantity of damp,
green moss, placed in a natural cavity on the

under side of a willow limb leaning over the

water, and about three feet from the surface.

Five eggs, incubation commenced. Light

creamy white, glossy. Spotted all over the

surface with chestnut and olive-gray: .09x.56;

.e8x.50; .65X.59; .71x.5G; .70x.57.

Set VIII. June 11. 1888. Lacon, 111. Nest

of moss in natural cavity in a willow tree, six

feet from the ground. Six eggs, fresh.

Glossy white, speckled and spotted all over

the surface with chestnut and olive-gray. The
spots are larger near the greater ends: .74 x .57;

.74x.55; .7lix.55; .7-»x.50; .70x.55; .73x.55.

Set IX. June 7, 1888. Lacon, 111. Nest of

grass and moss, in a woodpecker's hole not

over three inches above the water. Six eggs,

fresh. Ecru drab ground color, without gloss.

Two of the eggs are unmarked except by a few

spots of cinnamon near the larger ends. A
third has a well-defined wreath of chestnut

spots near the larger end, and a few sjjecks of

olive-gray over the rest of the surface. The
other three are speckled and spotted with

chestnut and olive-gray.* The shells of two of

the eggs are very rough: .09x.57; .71x.58;

.73x.57; .07x.53; .07x.53; .71 x.5o.

Set X. June 3, 1888. Burlington, Iowa.

Nest in dead stump. Six eggs. Light creamy

white, glossy. Thickly speckled and spotted

all over the surface with chestnut and olive-

Copyright, 18i)0, by Fhank B. Webster.
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firay. Near the larger ends the markings are

so near togetlier tliat they almost obscure the

ground color: .(5Sx.57; .(i8x.r)7; .(iTx.57;

.07x.r)8; .G7x.r)S: .69x.58. Tliis set also

contains a Cowbird's egg.

Set XL June "), ISSS. Burlington, Iowa.

Nest in willow stump in water. Seven eggs,

fresh. Light creamy white, with less gloss

than usual for this species. Speckled and

spotted with cinnamon-rufous and olive-gray.

The spots are larger and closer together near

the greater ends: .64x..58: .6rix..52: .64x..56;

.().") x ..")(i; .(;;5x..')5; .(V2x.r)4; .67 x ..'j6. A Cow-

bird's egg was found witli this set.

SetXIl. May 10, 1SS(). Colleton Co., S. C.

Nest made of cypress leaves, in natural hollow

of ash t)-ee, seven feet above tlie water, in a

cypress swamp. Four eggs, fresh. Glossy

white, speckled and spotted with olive-gray

and chestnut. Near the larger ends the spots

nre much heavier: .~()xJ)l: .70x..")8: .r)l)x..57;

.70X.57,

Set XIIL .IunoL'6, b^SS. IJurlingtou, Iowa.

Nest in willow stump. Six eggs, fresh. Five

of them are glossy white, spotted with chest-

nut and olive-gray. The sixth has a creamy

ground color, with large spots of chestnut aiul

olive-gray, nearly all at the larger end, which

is almost covered by them: .71x.r)P); .70x.r)r);

.()Hx..')(); . 7:5 X. :")(>: .7lx..")S; .()!)x..")4.

Set XIV. .June 10. 1888. Lacon, 111. Nest

of grass, etc., in an old wood])ecker's hole.

Five eggs, fresh, (ilossy white, spotted with

chestnut and olive-giay: .72x.59; .72x..o9;

. 72 X . .51) : . 7(5 X .
.")8

: . 7;'. X .
.")7

.

Set XV. .lunc :'., 1888. Burlington, Iowa.

Nest in hole in old willow stnm)). standing in

water. Six eggs, incubation begun. Light

creamy white, with very little gloss, speckled

with chestnut and olive-gray. The markings

are a little heavier near the larger ends:

.()8x..")7; .(iSx.-'iC): .70x.r)7; .71x.r)S; .7ox.57;

.71 X .">7. This set contains a Cowbird's egg.

Set XVI. May 1:5, 1885. Lewis Co., Mo.

Nest composed of grass, roots and moss, lined

with hair, placed in a decayed willow stump,

four feet above the water of a slough, three

hundred yards liom a river. Swampy land

thereabouts, and wooded chiefly with willows.

Five eggs, incubation one-third. Pinkish

wliite, glossy, and very thickly speckled all

over the surface with ciuuamon-rufons, and a

few specks of lilac-gray: .(iii x ..")(!: . 1)8 x. 5(5;

.f)8 X .o.*) ; .69 X J)') : AM) x .'A.

Set XVII. May 29, 1887. Lacon, 111. Nest

of moss, etc., in boh' in a stumi). Six eggs,

fresh. Light creamy white, glossy, sjjotted

with chestnut and olive-gray. Th(! markings

are heavier at the larger ends: .68x.58;

.70x.r)5; .60X..57; .64X..54; .78x..%; .71x..'i4.

Set XVIII. June 10, 1888. Lacon, 111.

Nest of moss, etc., in a hole in old stump three

feet up. Six eggs, fresh. Light creamy

white, glossy, spotted and speckled with

chestnut and olive-gray; the markings being

heavier near the larger ends: ,74 x ..59; .70 x .58;

.69X.57; .70x.55; .71x.56; .69x..54.

Set XIX. July 20, 1887. Lacon, 111. Nest

of moss in small knot hole in a live willow

tree. Five eggs, fresh. Light cieamy white,

glossy, heavily speckled and spotted with

russet and olive-gray. Near the larger ends

the markings are much heavier: .66x.60;

.68x.()0; .70x.60; .69 x..^.^; .65x..56.

Set XX. May 28, 1889. Lacon, 111. Nest

of moss, featheis, etc., in hole in a dead

willow tree. Five eggs, fresh. White, with

little gloss, profusely speckled with chestnut

and olive-gray: .68x..")7: .71x..")6; .()4x..')4:

.6S X ..")7
; .69 X .'>1.

Set XXI. .lune 6, 1888. Marion Co., Mo.

Nest made of moss and hair, in natural cavity

of willow leaning over the water, and only six

inches from it. Five eggs, incubation one-

half. Light creamy wliite, glossy. Spotted,

moie heavily at the larger ends, with chestnut

and olive-gray: .()2x. .">(): .()7x.57: .6Sx.59;

.6.") X ."),"); .()8 x .".S.

Set XXII. .lime ;i, 1888. IJurlington, Iowa.

Nest in hole of old willow stump, eight feet

above the water. Six eggs, incubation begun,

fh-eamy white, glossy and spotted, more heav-

ily at the larger ends with chestnut and olive-

gray: .74x.54: .()'.» x .")"); .()9x.54; .69x.55;

.69x.5."); .70x.r)6. A Cowbird's e^fg was

found with this set.

Set XXIIL June 8, 1888. Burlington,

Iowa. Nest in hole in cottonwood tree, stand-

ing in the water. Six eggs, incubation begun.

White and very glossy, spotted with chestnut

and a few specks of olive-gray. The markings

are very heavy near the larger ends, where

they almost obscure the ground color:

.67 X. ")."): .66 x .;).'); .()5x..')4; .68X..56; .(!9x.r)6;

.67x..")8.

Set XXIV. June 8, 1888. Burlington,

Iowa. Nest in hole of dead tree. Six eggs,

fresh. Light creamy white, glossy, and

si)otted with olive-gray and idiestnut. Neai-

the larger ends the markings form indistinct

wreaths, but they are also present, to a les.^

degree, on the remaining surface of the eggs:

.67 X .')4-, .67 X .58: .68 x .58; .68 x .59; .(i5 x .54;

.65 X .56.
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Set XXY. June 20, 18SS. Burlington,

Iowa. Nest in hole in willow stump, standing

in the water. Eight eggs, fresh. Glossy

white, spotted, more heavily at the larger

ends, with chestnut and olive-gray: .71x.r)7;

.71x.r)7; .71X.5S; .74x..57; .71x.5«; .69x.57;

.68x.r)7; .70X.57.

Set XXVI. June 10, 1888. Lacon, 111.

Nest of moss, in an old snag, seventeen feet

up. Six eggs, fresh. Glo.ssy white, heavily

spotted with chestnut. Five of the eggs are

much more heavily marked near the larger

ends, but the sixth is the reverse: .08 x..5.5;

.00X..55; .09X..5G; .68x..56; .08x.r)4; .70x..58.

Set XXXVII. May 19, 1880. Adams Co.,

111. Nest of moss, lined with a few hairs, in a

woodpecker's hole in dead willow, thirteen

feet up, about three hundred feet from any

body of water. In a thick wood of birch, elm,

and willow, swampy during spring months.

Five eggs, fresh. Creamy white, glossy,

speckled and spotted with chestnut and olive-

gray. Near the larger ends the markings are

much heavier: .71 x. 5-5; .09x..50; .08x.5o;

.09 X.57; .07 x .,5.5,

Set XXVIII. June 8, 1888. IJurlington,

Iowa. Nest in hole in willow stump, eight

feet above the water. Six eggs, incubation

begun. Glossy white, heavily spotted with

burnt umber, chestnut and olive-gray: .0Sx,,50;

.08x.r)0; .05x.54; .08x.rir); .09x.55; .08x.o5.

Set XXIX. June 21, 1888. Lacon, 111.

Nest of moss, etc., in an old woodpecker's

hole. Five eggs, incubation advanced. Glossy

white, heavily spotted (especially at the larger

ends) with chestnut and lilac-gray. One of

the eggs has a distinct wreath near the larger

end: .71x.0(t: .OOx.OO; .72x..59; .()9x..57;

.70x .5,5.

Set XXX. June.5, 1S88. IJurlington, Iowa.

Nest in willow stump, on water's etlge. Seven

eggs, incubation begun. Light creamy white,

glossy and spotted with burnt vxmber, chestnut

and olive-gray: .75x.58; .72 x.57; .7,3x.58;

.71X..57; .71x.,56; .72x.50; .e7x..54.

Set XXXI. June 3, 1888. Burlington,

Iowa. Nest in hole in willow stump, ten feet

up. Six eggs, incubation begun. Light

creamy white, glossy, speckled and spotted,

more heavily at the lai-ger ends, with chestnut

and olive-gray: .70x..54; .70x..54; .70x.53;

.09x,54; .70x.54; .71x.5:i. This set also con-

tains a Cowbird's egg.

Set XXXII. June 1, 1888. Lacon, 111.

Nest of moss and grass, in an old woodpeck-

er's hole. Five eggs, fresh. White and very

glossj'. Spotte<l, more heavily at the larger

ends, with chestnut and olive-gray: .71 x.57;

.08X.50; .71X..57; .72x.58; .eOx.54.

Set XXXIII. June 2, 1888. Burlington.

Iowa. Nest in old stump, at water's edge.

Six eggs, fresh. Light creamy white, and not

very glossy, speckled and spotted all over the

surface with chestnut and lilac-gray. Near
the larger ends the markings form indistinct

wreaths: .09x..55; .08x..54; .09x.55; .08x.54;

.07 X.50; .0SX..55.

SetXXXlV. .June 10, 1888. Lacon, 111.

Nest of moss and grass, in an old woodpeck-

er's hole. Six eggs, fresh. Pinkish white,

glossy and profusely speckled all over the

surface. At the larger ends the markings are

heavier: .70x..58; .09x.58; .09x..55; .09x,.54;

.G0X..55; .07X..54.

Set XXXV. June 2, 1888. Lacon, 111.

Nest of rootlets alone, in woodpecker's hole,

four feet up. Five eggs, fresh. Light creamy

white, with a slight gloss, heavily spotted with

chestnut and olive-gray. At the larger ends

the markings are very much heavier and

closer together: .07x.(i0; .(iOx.OO; .07x.00:

.07x.00; .08X.00.

Set XXXVI. May ;^,0, 1888. Burlington,

Iowa. Nest in old sycamore stump six feet

up. Six eggs, fresh. Light creamy white,

not very glossy, heavily spotted with chestnut

and olive-gray. While the markings are all

over the surface they are so heavy at the

larger ends that they almost obscure the

ground color: .70x.55: .70x.55; .09x..50;

.09X..57; .e9x.,5G; .70x..50.

Set XXXVII. June 0, 1888. Burlington,

Iowa. Nest in willow log. Six eggs, fresh.

Light cieamy white, glossy. Spotted, more

heavily at the larger ends, with chestnut and

olive-gray : 00 x .57 ; .00 x .55 ; .07 x ..58 ; .07 x ..55

;

.07x.58; .07 x.50. A Cowbird's egg was

found in this nest.

Set XXXVIII. May 28, 1888. Burlington,

Iowa. Nest in hollow tree at water's edge.

Seven eggs, fresh. Creamy white, glossy.

Spotted, more heavily at the larger ends, with

chestnut and olive-gray: .71 .x.57; .72x.59;

.70X..58; .7IX..50; .74x..58; .74x.,59; .74x.e0.

This set also contains an egg of the Cowbird.

Set XXXIX. June 10, 1888. Burlington,

Iowa. Nest in an old stamp, four feet above

the water. Seven eggs, incubation advanced.

White, not very glossy. Speckled and spotted

with lilac-gray, russet and chestnut. On some

of the eggs the specks cover all the surface,

while on others the markings take the form of

spots, and are heavier near the larger ends.

One of tlie eggs has a wreath of chestnut spots
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near the larger end: .7-4x.58; .(')9x.56;

.6SX.56; .69X.57; .69x.56; .G9x.57; .71x.5;3.

Set XL. May 29, 18b'.7. Adams Co., 111.

Xest of moss and a little grass, lined with a

few hairs, in a small hole in a corner of an old

ice-house, about fifteen feet from the ground

and three hundred yards from any water.

Five eggs, fresh. Creamy white, not very

glossy. Three of the eggs are speckled (more

heavily near the larger ends) with chestnut

and olive-gray. The other two are heavily

spotted near the larger ends, with the same

colors: .09x.58; .()7x.58; .77x.58; .67x.58;

.(Wx.55.

Set XLI. May 23, 1889. Adams Co., 111.

Nest in natural cavity of a living willow tree,

at end of long leaning limb. The hole con-

tained moss for about six inches, then a small

nest or outer lining of roots and brown hair.

The materials used are about three-quarters

moss, one-eighth roots, and one-eightli hair.

The moss was loosely piled in first until the

hole was well filled up. At the bottom the

moss was damp and green. Eight eggs, incu-

bation commenced. Light creamy white,

glossy and very heavily spotted all over the

surface with chestnut and olive-gray: .r)9x.54;

.71X.55; .73x.r)8; .72x.58; .74x.r)8; .<)9x.58;

.71X.56; .69x.5r).

SetXLlI. May 27, 1878. Muscatine, Iowa.

Nest of moss and sticks in willow stub, at

edge of slough. Five eggs, fresh. Creamy
white, glossy. Heavily speckled and spotted

all over the surface, but more heavily at the

larger ends, witii cliestnut and olive-gray:

.09 X .5<); .71 X .58; .(i9 x .57; .70 x .5(5; .71 x .57.

Set XLIII. June lO, 1888. Burlington,

Iowa. Nest in willow stump in water. Seven

eggs, fresh. liight creamy white, glossy.

Profusely speckled and spotted all over the

surface with cinnamon-rufous, chestnut and

olive-gray : .75 x .58; .7^! x .57 ; .74 x .58; .70 x .50.

.7-5 X .58; .70x .58; .08 x .54.

Set XLIV. May 20, 1887. Adams Co., 111.

Nest in a large and broken out hole of an old,

lotten willow trunk leaning over the water, in

a large slough. Nine feet above the water.

Made of grass in the bottom of the hole, then

a mass of moss nearly filling it up, then a

layer of fine hair and grass. Six eggs, incu-

bation begun. Glossy white, lieavily spotted,

especially at the larger ends, witii ciiuiamon-

rufous, chestnut, and olive-gray: .0(ix.57;

.G5X.58; .66x.58; .66x.55; .G8x.58; .71x.57.

Set XLV. June 5, 1888. Burlington, low.a.

Nest in hole of oak tree, in water. Six eggs,

incubation advanced. Creamy white, not

1 very glossy. Speckled and spotted with

I

russet, chestnut and olive-gray. Near the

j

larger ends the markings are heavier: .72 x .57

;

.71X.57; .72X.57: .75x.58; .74x..56; .74x.58.

Set XLVI. June :^, 1888. Burlington, Iowa.

Nest in hole in dead stump standing in water.

Six eggs, fresh. Light creamy white, not

j

very glossy. Spotted, more heavily at the

1 larger ends with chestnut and olive-gray:

j.70x.56; .09X..55; .74x..59; .75x.60; .78x.62

(the largest egg of this species I ever saw);

.07x.55. This set also contains a Cowbird's

egg.

Set XLVII. June 0, 1888. Burlington,

Iowa. Nest in elm log. Six eggs, fresh.

Glossy white, profusely speckled and spotted,

especially at the larger ends: .71 x .58; .71 x .59;

.71X.58; .09X..58; .7lx.58; .70x..5O. A Cow-
bird's egg was found with this set.

Set XLVIII. June ?>, 1888. Burlington,

Iowa. Nest in hole in elm tree. Seven eggs,

fresh. Light creamy white, glossy. .Speckled

and spotted with chestnut and olive-gray.

The markings are much heavier near the

larger ends, and on some of them they form

indistinct wreaths: .()5x.55; .67x.55; .08x.50;

.72X.59; .60x.5(); .()5x.55; .65x.55; .OOx.55.

SetXLIX. May 21, 1883. Carroll Co., In-

diana. Nest in hole in a small dead snag,

about six feet from the surface of the water.

Five eggs, incubation begun. Light creamy
white, very glossy. Very lieavily spotted all

over tlie surface with chestnut and olive-gray.

Near the larger ends the markings become
almost conrtuent, and form wreaths: .70x,54;

.70X.55: .73x.50; .71x.55; .70x.55.

Set L. June 3, 1888. Burlington, Iowa.

Nest in hole of willow stumj), eight feet up.

Seven eggs, fresli. Light creamy white, with

slight gloss. Heavily spotted, especially at

the larger ends, with russet, chestnut and

olive-giay: .72x.55; .73x.5(); .73x.50;

.74X.57; .71x.50; .O7x.50; .73x..54.

Set LI. May 27, 1889. Lacon, 111. Nest of

moss, grass, rootlets, etc., in hole in leaning

willow, only a few inches above the water.

Six eggs, fresh. Glossy white, heavily spotted

with chestnut and olive-grajy. Near the

larger ends tlie markings are much heavier:

.67X.55; .07X.55: .(i7x.5(i: .()9x.50; .09x.57:

.70X.57.

Set LII. June 3, 1888. Burlington, Iowa.

Nest in willow stump, ten feet up. Six eggs,

fresh. Light creamy white, very glossy.

Speckled and spotted witli chestnut and olive-

gray. Tlie mirkings are so heavy near the

larger ends that thev are almost confluent, and
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tliey there form wreaths: .70x.r>0; .70x.o6;

.OSx.oCi; .72x.r)7; .70x.r)r); .72x.50. This
set contains a Cowbird's egg.

Set LI 1 1. June (i, 1888. Burlington, Iowa.
Xest in liolc in elm tree. Six eggs, incubation

advanced. Glossy white, speckled and spotted

witli chestnut and olive-gray. Three of the

eggs are very heavily marked, but the other
three are much less so: .08 x. 5"); .08x.5();

.f58x.5(i; .71X..59; .69x..55; .74x.()0.

Set LIV. June 1, 1888. Burlington, Iowa.
Nest in willow stump in water. Seven eggs,

fresh. Light creamy white, glossy, spotted

all over the surface with burnt umber and
olive-gray. The quantity of olive-gray on this

set is very unusual, and gives it a very odd
appearance: .71x.;j.5; .74x..55; .70x.54;

.74x.r)(); .71X.52; .7(5 x. 5(5; .()4x.')4.

Set LV. June 2, 1888. Burlington, Iowa.

Xest in hole in oak tree. Six eggs, incubation

begun. Creamy white, not glossy. Heavily
spotted all over the surface with cinnamon-
rufous and olive-gray: .()8x..54; .(59x..55;

.7Ux.5.'i; .70x..>"): .74x.5(5; .(58x.5.5. A Cow-
bird's egg was found with this set.

Set LYI. June 2, 1888. Burlington, Iowa.

Nest in willow tree. Five eggs, fresh. Light

creamy white, glossy. Heavily spotted, es-

pecially at the larger ends, with cinnamon-
rufous and olive-gray: .71x.58; .7lx.5();

.71x..>7; .(5') X ..")."}; .(58x.5o. Three Cowbird's
eggs were found with this set.

Set LVII. June 2(5, 1888. Burlington, Iowa.

Nest in hole in cottonwood tree on water's

edge. Six eggs, fresh. Pinkish white, glossy

and very heavily spotted all over the surface

with cinnamon-rufous and a few specks of

olive-gray: .7.) x ..")<): .70 x ..")7: .72 x ..")8: .7;>x ..")9;

.74x.()0: . 74 X. .')<».

SetLVIII. June :l 1888. Burlington, Iowa.

Ne.st in hole in willow stump, ten feet up.

Seven eggs, fresh. Light creamy wliite,

glossy. Heavily spotted, especially at the

larger ends, with cinnamon-rufous and olive-

gray. Two of tlie eggs have large blotches:

.70X.55; .70x.o4: .(59x..')4: .r)9x..")4: .()4x..52;

.70x..-)4: .70x..-)7.

Set LIX. June 8, 1888. Burlington, Iowa.

Nest in hole in elm tree in water. Six eggs,

incubation advanced. Pinkish white, glossy,

profusely speckled all over the surface with

vinaceous, cinnamon-rufous and lilac-gray:

.(57x..")."); .()l)x..=>8; .68x.r)7; .(i!)x.r)7: .7lx.o8;

.70X.57. A Cowbird's egg was found with

this set.

Set LX. June 2. 1888. Burlington, Iowa.

Nest in hole in oak ti-ee. Seven eggs, fresh.

Glossy white, heavily spotted all over the
surface, Init more so at the larger ends, with
chestnut: .71x.5!); .70x .5;-); .70x .60; .70x.55;
.71X.58; .73x..o9; .()9x.58. A Cowbird's egg
was found with this set.

Set LXI. June 2, 1888. Burlington, Iowa.
Nest in hole in elm tree. Six eggs, fresh.

Creamy white, not very glossy. Heavily
spotted with chestnut and olive-gray. Near
the larger ends the markings are much heav-
ier: .75X..58; .(i()x.55; .(59x.r)7: .71x.57;

.(59x.5(5; .70x.5."). A Cowbird's egg accom-
panied this set.

Set LXII. June 2, 1888. Lacon, 111. Nest
of moss, grass, and hair, in knot hole of wil-

low, fifteen feet above the water. Five eggs,

fresh. Creamy white, and very glossy.

Speckled and spotted with chestnut and
olive-gray. Near the lai-ger ends the mark-
ings are so close together that they almost
obscure the ground color: .72x..)(S: .74x.r)r);

.78x.5(5; .72X.56; .73x.5r).

SetLXIII. May 30, 1888. Burlington,

Iowa. Nest in hole in old oak tree, about
eight feet up. Four eggs, fresh. Creamy white,

not very glossy. Speckled and spotted all over
the surface with chestnut and olive-gray:

.71x..">5; .71 X. 5."); .71x.r)(!; .74 x .08. Four
Cowbird's eggs were found with this set.

Set LXIV. June 1(5, 1888. Ikirlington,

Iowa. Nest in hole in willow stump, eight

feet above water. Seven eggs, fresh. Glossy

white, very heavily spotted with chestnut and
olive-gray. Some of the eggs are almost un-

marked near the smaller ends, but all are so

heavily marked at the larger ends that the

ground color is obscured. One egg has a large

blotch of vinaceous: .(5(jx.5ii; .(57x.56;

.(58x.."..j; .(5Sx.o5; .(58x.53; .66 x ..")4; .64x.52.

Set LXV. June 8, 1888. Burlington, Iowa.

Nest in hole in cottonwood tree, in water.

Seven eggs, incubation advanced. Pinkish

white ground color, glossy, and very heavily

spotted all over the surface with cinnamon-

rufous. On five of the eggs the ground color

is almost hidden by the markings: .69x.55:

.71 x .0.") : .68 X .•")4
: .(58 x ..")4

: .6S x .56 : .70 x .58

:

.69x.o5.

Set LXVI. May 23. 1887. Marion County,

111. Nest in decayed cavity of birch stump,

leaning towards the water, two feet up. Made
of moss only. Five eggs, incubation com-
menced. Pinkish white and glossy. Very
heavily marked all over the surface with

cinnamon-rufous: .69x.55: .71x.5(): .67x.55;

.(')7 X .54; .70 x .55.

Set LXVir. June 16, 18S8. Burlington.
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Iowa. Nest in hole of willow stump, eight

feet above the water. Seven eggs, fresh.

GHossy white, heavily spotted with chestnut

and olive-gray. The markings are evenly

distributed all over the surface: .()7.x.5();

.()") X . ")6 ; .68 X .57 : .(17 x .55 ; .()8 x .56 ; AMt x .56

;

.67X.56.

Set LXVIII. June 8, 1888. Burlington,

Iowa. Nest in hole in maple stump, standing

in the water. Six eggs, incubation advanced.

Creamy white, glossy. Heavily spotted with

cinnamon-rufous and a few traces of olive-

gray. On two of the eggs the markings are

much heavier iit the larger ends: .72x.58;

.74X.58; .7;!x.58; .70x.57; .7~x..59; .(i7 x .55.

A Cowbird's egg was found with this set-

Set LXIX. June 6, 1888. Burlington, Iowa.

Nest in hole of elm, on water's edge. Six eggs,

fresh. Glossy white, heavily speckled and

spotted, especially at the larger ends, with cin-

namon-rufous and olive-gray : 66 x .57 ; .64 x .55

;

.6(') X .56 ; .m X .55 ; .()5 x .56 ; .68 x .55.

Set LXX. June 1(1, 1887. St. Louis, Mo.

Nest of moss, grass, etc., in hole of willow,

standing in a lake. Oreamy white, not very

glossy. Profusely sjjcckled and spotted with

burnt sienna, and a few traces of olive-gray.

At the larger ends the markings are so heav}'

that they obscure the ground color: .65x.50;

.(>X X .50; JU\ X .52; .(i7 x .50.

In very few of tlic sets are the gray mark-
ings noticeable unless looked for, because the

brilliant red obscures them, and at a short dis-

tance the markings all appear red.

In shape most of the eggs are rounded
ovate, with the smaller ends very blunt, but

they vary very mucli in tins respect.

J. P. v.

Eggs of the Tufted Tit.

In reading Mr. .1. !'. N.'s description of a

series of eggs of the 'i'ufted Tit {LophophaiieH

hirolor) I came across some sitts described

from Wake Co., N. ('., collected by us. In

this connection 1 wish to call attention to the

descriptions of set XXII, collected June 8,

1888, and .set XVII <!ollected May 2, 188!). In

each case it will be seen that the eggs were
very iieavily s])otted with burnt sienna, so as

to almost obscure the gnuuid color at the

larger ends, and in each case one egg was
much less marked than the others. Now
these two sets were each taken from hollows
in old ai)i>le trees in the same orchard not

many yards apart, and I presume were prob-

ably laid by the same pair of birds, though in

different years. ('. S. BrUnley.
Raleifih, X. C.

[I have always maintained that the same
bird always reproduces any peculiarity in the

markings of its eggs in subsequent sets, and I

am a firm believer in this theory. I may add

that the well-known oologist "J. M. W."
(Mr. C. L. Rawson) fully agrees with me as to

this. J. P JV.]

Nesting of the Whip-poor-will.

Just a month before the Whip-poor-will's

cry is heard in Virginia, the Chuck-will'.s-

widow utters its first note in South, Florida.

AVIiile stopping over night at Bordentown off

the Manatee River, on March 26, 1890, I heard

the cry of the Chuck-will'.s-widow for the first

time. The bird was quite a distance oft", and
the notes came to my ear faintly; but though

I had never heard the bird before I recognized

the cry easily, and enjoyed listening to it f(U'

a long time.

A resident told me the l>irds had begun to

call but a few days previously.

The next evening I was at my destination on

the sluue of Little Sarasota Bay. Here four

or five birds could be heard calling at a time.

This species is not found among the pines,

but prefers the wooded "hammocks'" and

"sl()ughs." Tlie "hammocks" are low, damp,
sometimes marshy, tracts, usually near a body
of water, and generally covered with a growth
of deciduous trees and bushes. The
"sloughs" are the drains of the country in

the wet season, from a, few yards to a iiundred

yards wide, and sometimes extend for miles

to a river or the "(iulf." Their depression is

hardly noticeable, and often they are covered or

fringed with deciduous trees.

As I listened to the birds evening after even-

ing, I longed more and more for a pair of their

eggs, but felt how little was my chance of get-

ting them out of the dense jungle, where I was
almost afraid to put my foot for fear of water

moccasins and the deadly diamond rattler.

However, fortune favored me.

The season had been unusually dry and all

vegetation was like tinder; my host, fearing

that if fire was started inland and be driven

towards the coast it would destroy his house,

chose a favorable day, and set fire to the

woods, believing it would burn towards the
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interior and leave him witliont fear of clanger

in the futnre.

Unfortunately the wind changed and drove

the tire back, and it was only after a hard

light that the honse was saved. The lire

made a clean sweep along the bay shore, burn-

ing up all low vegetation and charring the trees

to a height of twenty or thirty feet.

Much to my satisfaction it had killed or

driven off the snakes, and I was now able to

go about the country witliout fear of them,

but if there had been any eggs in the woods it

seemed imi>ossible that they should have es-

caped destruction.

The fire occurred April 11th ; on the 18th I was

walking through a hammock, about a hundred

yards from the bay, when a ('huck-wiU's-widow

flew up a few yards from me, and almost in-

stantly I saw its two handsome eggs lying on

some dry leaves. Upon bhtwing them I found

them to be incubated at least two days, as tlie

yolks had bloody strings in them, proving that

they had been deposited previous to the 11th.

The eggs were laid on a spot of ground not

more than a foot in diametei', covered with dry

leaves, which the fire had not touched, thougji

it had burned right up to the edge of the spot

and all around it. It will remain a mystery to

me why that particular spot escaped. Never
was an (xilogist more delighted than I was
when 1 saw tliose two beauties; since that

time their markings have faded so that much
of their beauty is lost.

The owner of the nest flew oft" with a whin-

ing cry, and remained out of sight.

During a cruise doAvn tiie coast I heard the

birds by night on the islands as well as on the

mainland, and found one nest. On May 0th I

landed on a little key in Lemon Hay, near its

shdic, to gatlier some tii>anish moss. The

little island was densely overgrown witii ce-

dars, Spanish bayonets and bushes. From the

bare ground under a little cedar tree I flushed

the bird from its two little ones, covered with

brown down. The old bird fluttered about in

great distress while I was admiring its treas-

ures, so I soon left it.

On my return to Little Sarasota Bay I found

that my liost had taken two or three sets of

eggs of this species along the Myakka River,

about ten miles inland, lie said the birds

were much more common there than on the

coast. Ilarnj K. Jamiston,

.Manayunk, IMiila.

[It is to be hoped that Mr. .Jamison will give

us more of his interesting experiences in the

South.—J. P. \.]

Eggs of the Everglade Kite.

Tlie eggs of the Everglade Kite (Rostrhamus

Hnriahilift) are extremely rare, and the only set

that I know of in any of the collections be-

sides the one now before me is one consisting

of three eggs, formerly in the Bailey collec-

tion, and described in TJie Auk, Vol. 1, p. 95.

They are now in the American Museum of

Natural History, New York, and are

1.91x1.50; 1.80x1.51, and 1.80x 1.45. Davie

{Nesfx ami E'jys of North American Birdti,

1889, p. 168) describing them from the account

in The Aiik, above referred to, says: "The

color of one is light brown, nearly obscured

by large blotches of dark and reddish-brown;

another has a dirty white ground color, with

spots and blotches of various shades of brown,

which become smaller and fewer at the

smaller end. It resembles the common varie-

ties of eggs of the European Sparrow Hawk
(Acdpiter nisui<). The third is of a greenish-

white; over the smaller end are scrawls, lines,

and a few spots of light and dark brown,"

The set now before me, (which as above

stated, is the second one known in any collec-

tion), I have recently received, and their great

rarity as well as tlieir beauty seems to war-

rant their description in these pages.

The nest was located in March, 1890, at

Bonnet Lake, Lee County, Florida. It was

built in a willow tree, and was constructed of

twigs of that tree. The tree stood in a

swamp, and the mud and water were waist

deep, so that it was only after hard work,

wading through the swamp, that the nest

was reached.

The eggs, two in number, were taken April

23, 1890, and incubation was so far advanced

that it wasadifticult job to prepare them at all.

The bird was on the nest when they were taken.

They are ovate in shape, with rounded ends

and no perceptible point, although one end

is smaller than the other. In general appear-

ance they bear a strong resemblance to light

colored eggs of the White-tailed Kite (Elanii.s

leurnrKs) but they are of course much larger

than the latter. Tlieir ground color is a

dull white, very thickly spotted and splashed

witii small blotches of burnt umber and tawny

olive. Tlie markings on one egg are thicker

than on the other, and this one is more heavily

marked at the larger end. The more lightly

marked egg, on the the contrary, has more

markings grouped around the smaller end.

They are very handsome eggs, and measure

l.SC, X 1.42: and 1.81 x 1.4:^.. J. P. N.
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A New Trait of the English Sparrow.

Last summer I was told by a young clergy

-

mail that wlien he was in college lie used to

watch a pair of Robins that had a nest in a

bush below his window. There were two eggs

in the nest. One day he looked out of the

Aviiulow and saw in place of the eggs two downy
young birds. A day or two after he was again

at the window witli a companion, when they

perceived tliat there was only one young bird

in the nest. While they were wondering why
one should have disappeared, the old Robins

dew away to get food, when a dock of English

Sparrows came to the nest, and pecked and
scratched the remaining young one until it

was dead, finally lifting it bodily and dropping

it to the ground below. The young men hur-

ried down below the nest, but the young
Robin was dead and very much mutilated,

while the Sparrows iiail disappeared.

I have always thought the English Spar-

row a miserable scamp, but the above trait is a

surprise, and a new source of indignation

against this pest. Henri/ L. Bcaijcl.

New Urifihton, Staten Island, N. Y.

Who Will Furnish the Incubator?

Did any one ever take twenty-four eggs from

the nest of one bird in a season '>
I did, tliis

year. On May 4tli I took a set of six eggs of

the Western Bluebird from a nest built in a

bird box, and on the Kith there were seven

more eggs in it. J took five of these, leaving

two, and as an experiment, put three fresh

eggs of the Western Chipping Sparrow in with

them. The Bluebird, for some reason, tlirew

her own eggs out of tlie nest, but hatched out

the "Chippie's."" As soon as they were old

enough to leave the nest the male bird took

care of them until they were large enough to

care for themselves.

A month later there was a set of six egas in

the nest, which I took, and by .July Sth there

were five more. The birds, no doubt feeling

discouraged by this time, deserted the nest.

1 also took a set of five eggs from the same box,

and perhaps the samebird as well, the yearbefore*

There was a pair of Violet-green Swallows
trying to nest in another box near by, and
every time the eggs of tlie Bluebird were
taken tlie Bluebirds would try to drive the

Swallows away from their home, and on one
occasiim threw all of the nest out of the box.

They evidently thought the Swallows destroyed

their eggs, and took i-evenge in this way.

Salem. ()iPi;oii. Cli/di'L. Kfllrr.

•White-bellied Swallows Occupy a
Chimney Before Migrating.

About the first of t^eptember last, while
standing at my store dotir just before dark, I

saw a large fiock of White-bellied Swallows
hovering around the chimney of Odd Fellows'

hall, which is opposite. While watching them
they began to go into the chimney, sometimes
a half dozen at once. This continued until all

had disappeared in the chimney. There must
have been at least one hundred and fifty. A
neighbor, coming along at the time, informed
me that he had seen tliem go in the chimney
for a week. Is this not a rare occurrence?

Lynn, Mass. N. VickaVTj. ,

Handsome Eggs of the Sparrow
Hawk.

In a large series of eggs one is almost sure

to see one or more sets that are especiallj'^

handsome. So it is with the series of eggs
of the Sparrow Hawk {Falco t^parverius) now
before me. The series consists of thirty-one

sets, and was selected with great care to ex-

hibit all the variations to which the eirers of

this bird are subject. I thought this object

had been accomplished before the arrival of

the set I now desire to refer to, but the latter

was so entirely difterentfrom all the others that

it took me completely by surprise when it was
unpacked.

The eggs were collected March 29, 1889, at

Archer, Florida, and are unquestionably to be

referred to this bird, but they are entirely

dift'erent from any others tliat I have ever seen.

Their ground color i.s a pure, dazzling white,

and largo portions of their surface are entirely

unmarked. Now this is very different, to begin

with, from all other sets of eggs of this bird

that I have ever seen, and they number
several hundred. In other sets tlie ground
color is so covered with very minute specks of

color as to impart a reddish hue to it— some-
times (piite obscuring it, but this characteris-

tic is entirely wanting in these. Then, too,

the markings are of a brighter tint on tliese

eggs than on any others of F. .sparreriufi that

have come under my notice. Tliey consist of

large blotches and sjiots of very bright hazel

and cinnamon-rufous, made doubly bright by

their contrast witli the pure white ground

color, and the entire absence of the minute

sjiecks above referred to.

On three of the eggs these blotches and
spots are groii]>e(l at tlie larger ends; on the
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fourth they are at the smaller ends; while the

fifth has them on the centre of the surface.

Four of the eggs are of normal size, measur-

ing l.:5:)xl.()7; 1.28x1.10; 1.2t)xl.l0;

l.;31»xl.ll; while the remainin g one is very

large, it measuring 1.50x1.19.

Every one who has seen them has pro-

nounced them to be the handsomest eggs of

this bird they have ever seen, and I cannot

help sharing their opinion, although it is not

good taste to express admiration for one's own
belonging J. P. N.

Nesting of the Pied-billed Grebe.

which the nest is composed. I should like to

hear from others on this subject who have ob-

served them breeding, for if I am not right I

wish to know it. T. G. Pearson.
Archer, l<Ma.

Number of Eggs in a Set of the

Cardinal.

I have read with interest in the O. & O.

from time to time the notes from collectors of

different localities on the nesting of the Pied-

billed Grebe. I have made this bird a special

study for some time, and am always glad to

see any notes of interest any collector may
bring out.

During the past season (1890) I had a good

opportunity to observe them during the nest-

ing season, and although I have often cau-

tion dy app/oaehed to where I could obtain a

good view of the nest I have never yet been

able to see a bird sitting.

The first nest found this summer was May
8th, and it contained two fresh eggs. Later in

the day another nest was observed containing

one egg. The eggs of both nests were only par-

tially covered, and no old birds were in sight.

Returning to the same locality on the 18th of the

month one nest was found to contain five, the

other four eggs. Incubation was begun in

both sets. This time the eggs were completely

covered, and were warm when taken from the

nest.

Of fifteen nests examined this year six

eggs were the most found in any one nest, and

that only in one instance, the number being

invariably five, but occasionally only four were

found. I have never yet found a complete set

of eggs that was not entirely covered with de-

caying vegetation, and the eggs always warm.
I have for some time been of the opinion

that the Grebe in this locality does not sit on

her eggs in the day time for the purpose of

incubating, I having never seen or heard tell

of one being seen so engaged. And although

further observations may lead me to change
my views, for the present I must believe that

the Grebe does not sit on her eggs in the day
time for the purpose of incubating, but that

the incubation is carried on largely by heat

generated from the decaying vegetation of

In Hale County, Alabama, three eggs con-

stitute a complete set of the Cardinal. More

then three have never been found by me, nor

by any one else whom I know in this locality.

Dr. J. M. Pickett of Cedarville, Alabama, has

had the same experience as myself; he has

never collected a set of more than three of the

Cardinal, although he has taken many sets.

The Cardinal is one of our commonest birds,

nesting from early in April till September, and

therefore producing more than one set. This

bird may lay fewer eggs to the set than in lo-

calities farther north, where the nesting period

is short, and where one set may be the usual

numbei-.

Davie in Xests and Ei/ys of \orth Ameri-

can Bir<U says that the Red-eyed Vireo lays

"three or four eggs;" in this latitude it lays

only three. Having, like the Cardinal, a

longer time for nesting, it produces fewer eggs

to the set, but in all probability lays three

more sets than in colder regions. It would be

a very great surprise to me to find a set of

more than three eggs in a nest of the Cardi-

nal or of the Red-eyed Vireo. ir;«. C. Avery.

Greensboro, Ala.

Eggs of Sharpe's Seedeater.

The eggs of Sharpe's Seedeater {SporopJtila

morelleti xhnrpei) have, I believe, never been

described, and therefore I have special pleas-

ure in doing so.

Last season Mr. Thomas H. .Jackson's col-

lector at Camargo, Mexico, was fortunate

enough to find two nests, each containing

three eggs. One of these nests, together with

the eggs, is now before me, and may be thus

described

:

The nest is a very thin, frail structure, made

of fine rootlets and dried grasses, and is quite

fiat. It was found in the centre of a small

bush, near the ground. The eggs are ovate,

of a pale, bluish green ground color, quite

heavily spotted with olive-gray, and a few

spots of black. They measure .64 x .47

;

.0('> X .48, and .()•") x .4(1. -T. P. N.
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Editorial.

With this issue we close Vol. XV. [t will

reach you durino" the festivities of the closiii"

year. We hope it will liiid you, one and
all. hapi)y and i)rosperous.

\[AI!K THE <'IIAN<iE.

As previously noticed, in tiie future, the

O. & (). will he i)ul)lished at Hyde Park,

Mass.
S(IH,S(l!IPTIONS.

Wu shall hereafter continue tiie (). tVr O. un-

til notified to stop. Nearly all suhscriptions

expire at the end of the year. When you send

in ycuu' annual fee (-SI. 00) to t)ur ornitliolooical

contribution l)ox, a new subscriher with it will

make (uir hearts palpitate with joy. Nature

abhors a vacuum. Our ])ocket book is in that

condition.
KXCIIANdES.

I'ldtlisiu'rs are reiiuested to send exclianoes

to our Hyde Park address.

Brief Notes.

On Nov. 2Vk IS',10, tiic -'.I. 1'. \." collection
of eg<>s, of Philadelphia, contained by actual
count 530 species, 4,032 setx of ejij^s, and
17,022 egos. This is now by far the laroest

private collection of e<ios in tJu' Pnited
States.

The above item cannot fail to convince any
reader that witli such a collection to use for
comparison, the possessor should l)e ji;ood au-
thority. The collection we know has been
made under a scrutinizin<i' surveillance that is

characteristic of that <>entleman.
In addition to the above the publisher has a

scientific stock that exceeds that of any dealer
in this country. TakiniJ,- both, we claim to be
authority. The back numljers of the O. & O.
are full of facts on the subject, and an orni-
thologist who does not have them in his pos-
session is behind the times.
We do not state the above in a spirit of

braggadocio; simple cold facts.

A prominent feature of the January issue
will be the publication of a description of a
series of eggs of the Red-shouldered Hawk,
that will be worth the piice of a year's sub-
scrii)tion. Seventy-seven sets — a series for
variation and interesting connections — un-
equalled.

During the past year jVh-. Norris has personally
ciuitributed several articles describing series
of eggs, one of which is in this number, that
are of the utmost value to our oologists, and
shoidd l)e carefully read.

The index which we hand you with this

issue has been prepared by "J. P. N."

Snowy Owls have appeared in unusually
large nund)ers; more than in any year since the
remarkable Higlit some ten years since. E. P.
Wonson reports several at Gloucester. We re-

ceived seven in twenty-four hours, and every
day we are notified by postals from all over the
New P^ngland coast of their appearance. Now
is the time for you to get one for your
collection.

Fixe Specimex of the Sxowy Owl. — A
most elegant specimen of the Snowy Owl was
killed in Little Compton on Wednesday by
F. W. ('. Almy oi that town. It measured five

feet, seven inches from tip to tip of wings. It

will be mounted by I. M. Thrasher, taxider-

mist.— [P'all itiver News.

Canadian customs officials at Windsor have
been ordered to collect duty on all implements
of American sportsmen coming into Canada
for a day's slu)oting. Tiie custom heretofore
has been to recpure a small dei)osit, wliicli

was refunded.— [To-<lay.

H. W. Marsden shot a Mockingbird at

Quincy, Mass.. Dec. 1. We personally examined
it, aiul i)ronounced it not a cage bird. About
the same time another was shot about twenty-
five miles from this locality.

(;. A. Barrett, the I'urchase street dealer in

hides, furnisiied us with a black bear from
Manitoba that weighed .")(')0 pounds. We shall

mount it. When Harry gets to be that size

— thunder!

Qiiail are plenty in many localities in this

stite. 'IMu' efforts of the Massachusetts Fish
and (4anie Association have been an important
factor to this. Success to their efforts.
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Got Scorched— On Oct. 18, during the ab-

sence of Mr. Armstrong, the "bird man" of

Field and Armstrong, Brownsville, Texas, a fire

occurred by which they lost all their books and
correspondence, but their stock of skins were
saved. Parties corresponding are requested to

please write them again.

In a letter, John ('. Cahoon writes from
Custlett, Cape St. :Mary"s: Say to my friends

that I am well and happy, and then has the

cheek to wish we were there to see how the

wind blows. We have blowing enough of our

own manufacture, thanks.

A short ride of about three hours out of

Boston on the Old Colony road brought the

writer to Bourndale, a town on Cape Cod. A
mile and a half from the station is Great Heron
Pond, a sheet of water of ancient record, into

which projects an elevated peninsula known
as Eagle 11 ill, owned by Wm. Eaton, whose
guest I was to be for the day. On the top of

tlie hill Mr. Eaton has locat.'d a cosy little

summer residence, nearly surrounded by a

pine grove, from which tlie view of the sur-

rounding country is unusually picturesque.

The base of the hill extends into the pond like

an inverted U, and at the extreme point is one

of the most comfortable ducking stands that

it has been my pleasure to visit. A building

of comfortable standing height, about eight

feet sijuare, some eight feet from the water,

siiieldcd on the water front by a four foot

fence, contains stove, chairs, and lookout

windows. Bt)th building and fence are well

covered with pine bougiis, and met on both

sides by a natural growth of bushes. A num-
ber of gunners can occupy the space between
the buildinii and fence, and move about with

almost impunity. Anchored well out into the

pond are floating geese, and nearer in duck
decoys, while on the bar and back of the

buihiing are tetheied ducks and geese, whose
t]uacking and honkings soon call in to the

stand all birds that stop. Another feature is

the fact that the stand could be reached from
the residence luider the cover of natural

growth. A number of Boston sportsmen enjoy

the hospitality of Mr. Eaton during the season.

Did I get anything? Ask the old gull that

came lazily Happing over, if at least I did not

come near it.

A number of eagles were noted here during

the summer, Mr. Eaton referring particularly

to an old white-headed one.

Several fine mink have come in during early

November. The gunners sigh as they recall

the days when their pelts brought seven to

ten dollars.

The first wild cat of tlie season from B. E.

Best, Kingston, X. Y.

The largest moose head this year, so far,

fi'om Wm. Bead it Sons, Boston.

A party in Maine has just offered us a white

porcupine (albino) alive. It woidd not make
a good bed fellow.

The bear referred to in last <). it O. is still

for sale.

Our bear Harry is growing finely. His
appetite is excellent.

Swan Shooting on the Columbia Bivek.
—Many are the sportsman who can tell of the

variety of the game they have killed, from
moose to Long Island chippies. Comparatively
few, however, have, it is safe to say, enjoyed

such rare sport as Mr. Thomas G. Farrell

describes in an interesting article in OutUui

for December under the above title. He says:

"As these birds breed in the Arctic, they

leave the United States early in the spring.

Upon the approach of cold weather in the

high latitudes, they once more band together

and hie themselves toward tlie sunny south.

If a person happens to be near one of their

winter resorts on the Columbia Biver about

Nov. 1, he will probably hear their not unmus-
ical voices high in the aii-. Here they remain

the entire winter. Probably the chief attrac-

tion of this region for the huge birds is the

presence in many lakes and sloughs of the

aquatic plant known as the " wa])ato." The
roots of the jdant terminate in a number of

bulbs about the size of an Italian chestnut.

These bulbs are very much sought after by the

greedy swan and equally greedy canvas-back,

which' two birds possess to a greater degree

than any other member of the duck family the

faculty of u])rooting them.''

A SAiiAciors BoniN.—Mrs. Burwell, of West-

field, Conn., found a helpless robin a year ago

last summer, whicli had fallen from its nest

while learning to fiy. She placed it in a cage

and raised it. This summer slie relensed it,

thiidcing the bird woidd be happier at liberty.

The New Haven 7»'cj//.s/cr says that last week
the robin returned to Mrs. Burw ell's yard and

fiew upon her finger. When spoken to "he
was willingly taken into the house, and there

he gave unmistakable expressions of delight

at being in his old home. After the excite-

ment had passed away the empty cage was

brought to the room and straight into it flew

the i">l>in. He hopi)ed up to his perch, and

there settled down in evident contentment.

He hadn't forgotten where to look for his food

nor for what his bath was intended. It is

believed that the bird didn't know what else

to do when the cold weather came."— Public

Ledger, Philadelphia, Pa.

We cannot refrain from expressing our

thanks to Bobert Bleakie, Esci . of Hyde Park,

for his assistance in the establishing of our

headquarters in that place Mr. Bleakie is one

of the most prominent citizens. We believe

that he is not an ornithologist but notice that

he donated a stutt'ed specinren of the Great

Blue Heron to the Waverly Club of which he is

vice-president, and that a fine elk head adorns

his ofiice.

It is not probably known to our readers that

Hyde Park was at one time noted as being the

residence of a hermit, who was a taxidermist

of extra abilities in his day. The writer re-

members reading an illustrated article in regard

to him years ago (Ilnrper' s Weekly?). Many of

his birds arc still in the town. We would
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gladly publish a brief history of him, if anyone
who was acquainted with him would give us
facts.

Our second wildcat also came from E. E.

Best, Kingston, N. Y. It weighed twenty-four
pounds, and is said to be the largest ever shot
in tlie county.

A Great Blue Heron was sliot at Lexington,
Dec. 8th. Rather late in the season.

In the November issue were two errors, the
word full being used instead of fall Red Phal-
arope taken in Rhode Island, and the Franklin
Gull advertised for sale should have been fall

plumage.

Among the first to take notice of our future
quarters was ,J. M. W., wlu) sends in his
sixteenth annual subscription. May they con-
tinue well into the future.

On Dec. 4, J. M. AV. surprised two Snowy
Owls on Groton Long Boint, Conn., secuied
one. These make over sixty that have been
reported to us in New England by persons with
whom we sire acquainted.

Tra. la In. 1800.

Correspondence.

Edtori^ of (). ci- <).:

r wish to call the attention of the readers of

the O. & O. to the new " Bachelder method'"

of recording daily observations on birds.

Tiiis method, which Mr. Barlieldei' ably de-

scribed in YVk- ^4 (rA:, for April. 181)0, consists

of recording the actual number of each

species seen daily on slieets ruled for tiiat

purpose. I have used the system since Janu-

ary 1st, and find it to be entirely practicable

in every way, while the results obtained are

infinitely greater in importance than those of

any other method known to me. My notes

from January 1st to May l.")th were recorded

daily, and very successful, but to test the

method further, I used a modified blank dui-

ing the last of May, and until June '22(l, while

at sea, recording observations at the end of

each hour from 4 a. m. to 8 w m. instead of

daily, and the results were wonderful. For

use during migrations the system cannot

be surpassed, it being especially adapted to

wave study, a branch of migration little un-

derstood by many observers.

If a number of active field workers wlio

were interested in the subject were to organ-

ize a society in New England, similar to the

"Delaware Valley Ornithological Club,"' the

results of their combined efforts and division

of labor could not fail to lie liigldy interesting

and equally important in promoting the

science of Ornitliology.

Hoping that the O. & O. will lend a helping

hand toward the establishment of such an
importiint institution, I am very respectfully,

Jf((n-i/ Gordon White.
U. S. Firili Commission, Wooil's Holl, Mass.

Editor of (). d- O. :

Yours of the 18th duly received, eggs and
eyes also safely at hand. I will send check
for balance and also renewal of subscription

for O. cfe O., as the year is drawing to a close.

I don't see anything new ornithologically very

often, it's pretty much the same old story over

au.l over now— and yet I did secure, November
9th, a pure White .Sparrow, which I judge to

be of the variety Tree Sparrow, though there is

not the slightest mark to distinguish it— al-

though so perfect an All)ino it had perfectly

black eyes.

Since I began to prepare this letter a War-
bler, I should think a Pine Warbler, came on
my arbor befoie my window when I was writ-

ing, I took my little gun and secured it. It's a

little puzzling, only a very small white spot on

one tail feather, each side quite yellowish on
breast and throat, with faint yellow stripe over

eye,— general colors like a Pine or female

Black-poll Warbler, rather small for either. I

liave all our New England Warblers, but this

seems to vary especially in tlie small amount of

white on the tail. I think it most favois the

Pine Warbler, especially on the wing markings.

There was one funny tiling happened about

my place last summer which I mean to write

up, if I ever get a chance, about a Bluebird

that continued day after day and week after

week to beat itself against my window.

John N. Clark.
SavlTooU. ft.

Editor of <). <t O.:

You tell Mr. Chas. ILillock to get out on the

river more and watch the descendants of the

English Sparrow, for you know as well as I

that they are all American born which we see

to-day.

I can tell the Eorcat and Stream that the

English Sparrow has cheated me out t)f many
a, bright insect, and that it is all out of place

to say that they eat only the droppings, or

what is fed to them.

1 am English born, have been all over this

globe, and think the Forest and Stream is

clever, in its w.ay, but let Mr. Ilnllock do as

Wilson and Audubon did, see for himself. He
cannot find out these things in a city, looking

at ten-story buildings: he slionhl b<^ out in tlui

woods. J. F.

T)
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