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PREFACE.

THE promotion of chanty being at the present

moment of the utmost importance, the following ob-

servations on this subject are extracted from a very-

scarce and valuable work of the learned and pious Dr.

Isaac Watts, denominated " Orthodoxy and Charity uni-

ted ; in several reconciling Essays on the Law and Gos-

fiel, Faith and Works"

Although the aforesaid essays were collected and

published by the Dr. in one volume 8vo, and have a

general reference to the same object, they were origin-

ally composed and printed at different times, and are

still distinguished by different titles.

The first essay is entitled " the substance or matter

of the gospel."

The second^ is entitled " the form of the gospel—an

inquiry whether it be a new law with commands,

threatenings and conditions in it ? and whether the du-

ties of the gospel are our justifying righteousness ?"

—" a reconciling discourse."

The third^is entitled " the true use of the moral Law

under the Gospel, illustrated in the conference of

1*
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Christ with a young Pharisee, and explained in a ser»

mon preached May 1711. from Math. xix. 1 7. If thou

ivilt enter into life^ keefi the commandments

y

Thefourth^ is entitled, " mistaken ways ofcoming to

God without Christ—John xiv. 6. no man cometh to the

Father.^ but by me"

Thejifth^ is " a plain and easy account of a sinner's

coming to God by Jesus Christ, or of saving faith in

Christ Jesus."

The sixths is " a view of the manifold salvation of

man by Jesus Christ, represented in order to recon-

cile christians of different sentiments."

The seventh^ is " against uncharitableness, wherein

the secret springs of this vice are traced, and the mis-

chievous effects of it briefly surveyed : intended to ex-

pose that most unchristian iniquity of censures^ revil-

ings, and church-anathemas^ on the account of smaller

disputables in Christianity."

T(iis essay., which the author, in his preface tells us

" was written to exemplify the title of his book^ and was

published many years before the others," is selected

for republication on this occasion, together with the

eighth and ninth esmys^ that conclude the volume, and

were evidently designed to promote the same concilia-

tory and charitable purpose.
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To these we have added a solemn address of Dr.

Watts to the ever blessed God, for direction and assis-

tance when contemplating and writing upon the doc-

trine of the Trinity. We have also added a few obser-

vations taken from the lives of Dr. Watts and Dr.

Doddridge, showing how candid and charitable they

were toward those persons who entertained different

opinions in matters of religion.

It has been no part of our design to approve or dis-

approve of Dr. Watts' sentiments respecting the doc-

trine of the Trinity, or even to state what his senti-

ments were, but merely to show with what seriousness,

and impartiality, and humility, and devotion, and labo-

rious indefatigable assiduity, he endeavoured to investi-

gate and understand this difficult subject ; and also his

candour and charity towards those who did not adopt his

sentiments.

As the Doctor advanced in life, and matured in

knowledge and judgment, he altered his sentiments in

some respects, and extended his charity, but this is not

strange, when we consider that his mind was naturally

large and liberal, always inquisitive and susceptible of

rational conviction and improvement.

We have further added a sermon on Charity^ preach-

ed before an Association of ministers in Connecticut,

by the Rev. Nathaniel Hooker, formerly pastor of a
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church in Hartford, in said state.—And also a few ob-

servations on the protestant religion, from a work of

Mr. Chillingworth, entitled, " the religion of Protestants

a safe ivay to Heaven.'^

The religious opinions and argunents of men, so

justly celebrated for the greatness of their abilities and

learning, the correctness of their reasoning, the benev-

olence and uprightness of their intentions, certainly

merit our unprejudiced and attentive consideration.



ESSAY I.

AGAINST UNCHARITABLENESS, WHEREIN THE SECRET
SPRINGS OF THAT VICE ARE TRACED, AND THE MIS-

CHIEVOUS EFFECTS OF IT BRIEFLY SURVEYED.
WRITTEN TO EXPOSE THAT MOST UNCHRISTIAN
INQIUITY OF CENSURES, REVILINGS, AND CHURCH-
ANATHEMAS ON THE ACCOUNT OF SMALLER DIS-

PUTABLES IN CHRISTIANITY.

Rom. xiv. 3. Let not hi^n tukicli eateth 7iot, judge him, that

eateth ; for God hath received hitn.

Luke ix. 54, 55, His disciples said. Lord, -wilt thou that toe

comonand jxre to come dovon frotn heaven and consume them ?

Bin he turned, and rebuked thein, and saidj Te inovj not v:hat

'inanner of spirit ye are of.

Tantaene animis caelestibus irae i

Tantum religio potuit suadere malorum ?

INTRODUCTION.

Charity in the soul of man is the very

picture of the Godhead, taken as it stands in

the fairest light. Wisdom pjid holiness,

power, sovereignty, and justice are various

features of the Deity : They are indeed his

very nature and essence ; yet the scripture

rather chooses to express, that God is Love^
and that twice in one chapter, 1 John iv. 8,

and 16. The beloved disciple that leaned on
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the bosom of Jesus, took peculiar delight in

the contemplation of God, under this char-^

acter. This appears in his gospel as well as

in his epistle. The other glories of that in-

finite beauty shine with awful beams, and
(Command my reverence ; But, methinks, I

love to look upon so glorious a Being in his

most condescending air, and to converse with

him in his mildest and most inviting aspect.

Charity in man is a grace of that alluring

sweetness, that my pen would fain be at-

tempting to say something in favour of it : I

find a strange pleasure in discoursing of this

virtue, hoping that my very soul may be
moulded into its divine likeness. I would
always feel it inwardly waiming my heart.

I would have it look through my eyes con-

tinually, and it should be ever ready upon my
lips to soften every expression of my
tongue. P^vould dress myself in it as my
best raiment. I would put it on upon my
faith and hope, not so as entirely to hide

them, but as an upper and more visible ves-

ture, constantly to appear in among men.
For our Christian Charity is to evidence our
other virtues.

Uncharitabkness is a loathsome part of the

image of the fallen angel : It is a-kin to the

hatred of God. For he that loveth not his

brother whom he hath seen, how can he love

God whom he hath not seen ? 1 John iv. 20.
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He that hates his fellow -christian, and brings

railing accusations against him for a differ-

ence in little opinions, how can he expect to

be beloved of God, who beholds in the best

of us so many monstrous follies, and guilt

of a more aggravated nature ? By the word
uncharitableness here, I would not include

our neglect of charity to the poor and hun-
gry, nor our aversion to errors of the gros-

ser kind, but I mean our aversion to such

persons who not only profess to be Christians^

but who also agree with us in the chief doc-

trines of Christianity^ (viz,J the pardon of

our sins by the atoning sacrifice of Christ,

and the sanctification of men by the power-
ful operations of the Holy Spirit, and the

necessity of faith in Christ, and good works,

^c. I mean our aversion to those who dif-

fer from us in little punctilios of doctrine or

duty which are not expressly and plainly

written in the New Testament ; those who
maintain such an aversion to their fellow

Christians, as to pronounce damnation upon
them, or some terrible and unchristian cen-

sures, because they do not come up to our
sentiments and practices in things which are

of little moment, while we agree in all funda-

mental points, and such as are of most impor-

tance.

This uncharitableness is a vice attended

with such a train of mischiefs, that I would
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set all my biggest powers in array to fight

against it. It is a fountain of such bitter

waters, that I would fain dam up the spring.

It is a plant of so poisonous a product, that

I would dig deep and search for the roots,

and tear up all the fibres of it, though they

twined about my heart-strings.

SECT. I.

The Causes of Uncharitableness.

An uncharitable humour springs generally

from some of these following causes.

I. Firsts From a malicious constitution of
nature, an acrimonious or a cholerick temper

of blood. There are some animal engines

of human flesh, that have their juices all

soured in their very formation ; and there is

an ill ferment raised in such persons at the

perception of every object, that is not just

suited to their present fancy and inclination :

and by the hard laws of union between soul

and body in this our fallen state, the spirit too

often complies with the fretful distempers of

the flesh. There are but few that attempt to

suppress the ferment, and to resist the angry

motions of the animal ; and of those few that

attempt it, scarce one in ten is very success-

ful : for it is a work of toil and difiiculty, per-

petual watchfulness and unceasing prayer.
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This ill humour mixes itself with rehgion,

as well as with civil affairs. It diffuses its ma-
lignity through all the studies and the manners
of the man, and gives a visible tincture to his

notions and his practices. Furio can never

converse about the calmest and most specula-

tive points of divinity ; but his indignation

kindles against every different opinion, his

fiery temper breaks out and blazes, and he bes-

tows on his own deportment the honourable

names of shining lighc and burning zeal.

His peevish and angry passions are so blended
with his understanding, that hard names are his

best arguments ; most convincing to himself,

though they are the just scorn of the wise.

He stabs his brethren that differ from him to the

heart, with pointed railing ; and,from an aver-

sion to an opinion, rises to an immortal hatred

of the person. If our great Creator has united

any of our souls to bodies that are less infect-

ed with this vicious juice, we have reason to

adore his sovereign goodness.

II. Self-love and pride ^ and a vain conceit

ofour oxvn opinions^ is another spring of un-
charitable carriages. Did you ever see a
weak and humble soul sensible of its own
poverty and ignorance, and ready to esteem
others above himself, easily indulge this

uncharitable humour ? Alas I poor foolish

mankind is very prone to esteem itself wise
Tiud knowing. Little Laudillus, who is al-
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most always in the ^vrong, has much adoio
persuade hhinself, that he was ever capablefof

mistaking. He secretly thinks ail his o[i|in-

ions to be divine truths, and therefore he is

very lavish in pronouncing error and heresy

upon every notion and practice that differs

from his own. He takes the freedpm to

choose a religion for himself, but he allows no
man besides the same liberty. He^is sure

that he has reason to dissent from others, but

no man has reason to dissent from him. He
sets up for infallibility without a triple cro^vn,

and fixes a see of ecclesiastical sovereignty

on this side the water. He awes some slavish

spirits into - submission, and they become
treacherous to their own souls and to the

rights of human nature, by delivering up their

faith and consciences to his imperious dic-

tates : then the man grows haughty, surly,

and severe, especially if he be advanced to

any degree of honour and authority in the

church : then in his inflexible justice he de-

livers up the humble and inquisiti\'e christian

unto Satcni^ because he cannot assent and con-

sent to all and eve7'y thing contained in his

scheme ; and he teaches perhaps his elder

brethren the docti ines and discipline of the

gospel, as Gideoji did the elders of Succoth,

with the briars and thorns of the wilderness.

HI. This hateful vice may be derived from

a third original ; and that is a cojistant and
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fritndly acquaintance with the men and books

ofour oxvn opinion^ and cm avoidance of all the

writers andpe?'S0J7s that differ from us : this

has a mighty influence to beget and maintain

uncharitable notions ;
}'et this is the constant

practice, not only of the unlearned, but of too

many of the learned world. Hermes sits all

the year in his own cell, and never looks

abroad beyond the clan of his own fraternity :

Hermes reads the controversies as they are

described only by one party, and disputes

them over only in the books that are written

on one side. He finds a greeit appearance of

argument and scripture there, and then pro-

claims it impossible that the adverse party

should shew equal reason or revelation : And
thus he proceeds to censure them as men of
corrupt mindsy reprobate concerning the faith^

and twisting the scriptures to their oxvn dam-

nation. Cicero in his treatise De natura Deo-

rum, marks this humour, and brands it, vestra

solum legitis, vestra anatis^ cateros causa in-

cognita condemnatis.^

But let you and I, my friend, who delight

in charity, let us converse a little with authors

that differ from our present opinions, and we
shall see their sentiments drest up so plaufii-

* You read only your own bool<s, you love only your ow.i,

and you ccndemn others before you know viny sufficient reason,
for want of knowing their opinion?.
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bly, and set in so fair a light, that might easi~

ly persuade men of suicere consciences to em-
brace them ; and this will prevent us from

censorious thoughts concerning our candid

adversaries, and their disciples. There is

scarce any thing that enlarges the mind more,

and more disengages it fromjiarrow and sel-

fish principles, than a free converse with the

virtuous and ingenious of all parties.

There is a memorable story to this pur-

pose, concerning two neighbours in an unso-

ciable town, who were always quarrelling

about the private meeting and the parish

church. Both places of worship in that town

were ^vell supplied with preachers of good

sense and serious religion ; but each of them

was the subject of unmerciful reproach be-

tween these two neighbours, whensoever they

met, and their different methods of vrorship

were mutually reviled ; the one as formal and

spiritless, the other as enthusiastical and inde-

cent. At last Facifico, their .common friend,

persuaded them to hear each other's minister,

and accompanied them both one day to their

diiTerent assemblies ; and they were both

isurprizcd to hear the gospel preached v/ith a

due degree of decency and fervour, both at

meeting and at church : and though they

continued still to adhere to their own party, as

judging it, in some respects, suited best to

their edification ; yet they maintained hearty
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friendship with each other, and deHghtfui so-

ciety in religious conference : Thus the quar-

relsome mistake was rectified by better ac-

quaintance. They lived many years together

in peace ; they composed the animosities of

different parties, that dwelt in the town ; they

died iu/ perfect charity, and left a sweet influ-

ence behind them,, and an honourable exam-
ple.

IV. K fourth spring of uncharitableness is,

our reading the word of God with a whole set

of notions established before hand : And yet

hov/ common a method, and how constant is

this ? Dicecion has long ago determined, that

bishops must be superior to presbyters ; he
has received ordination from episcopal hands ;

and hopes one day himself to be capable of

ordaining others. Thus while he is growing
up towards the mitre, he reads the scriptures

only to confirm his own determined opinions.

He stretches and torments many an unwilling

text, to make it speak: the language of his own
thoughts. He neglects the passages that fa-

vour all other forms of government and meth-
ods of ministration ; or else he constrains

them to mean episcopacy too ; every word
that he reads, hath a diocesan aspect ; and the

first verse of Genesis can prove prelacy (for

ought I know) as it has been able heretofore

to demonstrate Papacy^ when in principo ere-
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avit cleus ccelum ^ terram^ decided the con-

troversy, and set the pope above the emperor :

for God made all things from one beginnhig,

and not from two.

Si/nodias reads the bible u ith a Presbyterian

glass, and Fratrio with a Congregational op-

tick : they can find nothing there but their

own opinions, and both of them wonder that

Dicec'ion should not see them too. Fra'rw
turns over the scriptures with great diligence

and meditation, and as often as he finds the

word church there, he thinks of nothing but a

congregation of faithful men ; as the church

of Jerusalem^ Alexandria^ and Ant'ioch are so

many single congregations. When Synodias

meets the same word in his bible, he is often

in the midst of an assembly of divines ; and

especially when any power is attributed to the

church, he is sure it must intend a classis

of presbyters, or consistory of elders. When
the same v/ord falls under the eye of Diacioji

in his course of reading the new testament, he

cannot imagine any thing is meant short of a

diocese : all his churches are or should be as

big as counties or shires. And I might add,

that when poor Parochiamis, the mason, finds

leisure to read a chapter, and lights upon the

mention of a church in it, he thinks immedi-

ately of a tall stone-building with a steeple

upon it, a bell or tvv o, and a weather-cock.
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I might give the like instances of many
other terms and expressions in scripture, to

which men have unalterably fixed their seve-

ral different ideas, and raised consequences
from them, and interpret the word of God by
them, V. ithout inquiring' whether their ideas

are conformable to the sense in vvhich the

scrtpture uses those expressions : and then

it is no wonder that their schemes of ecclesias-

tical government are so different : and yet

each of these prepossessed opiniatcrs think

tlieir own exposition of the text so evident,

that they chide the perverseness of all other

men, as though they were resolved to \vink

against the light. 'Tis like a person of a

fretful constitution, whose eyes are also tinged

with the jcmndice, he quarrels with every man
that he meets, because he will not consent to

call ail things yellow. Thus by the false light

of affection in which they behold some belov-'

ed texts, and their negligence of all others, or

at least by the colours of prejudice that they

throw upon them, each triumphs in his own
sentiments, and pronounces the apostles and
prophets of his side. Then he lets fly many
a sharp invective against all the men that pre-

sume to oppose him ; for in his sense they

oppose the apostles themselves, and fight

against the authority of God.
But when a man takes a bible into his hand

without a pre-conceived scheme in his head,
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and though he may make use of systems to

secure hhnself from inconsistencies, yet he

puts them not in the place of the holy scrip-

tures, but resolves to form his body of divin-

ity by the new testament, and derive all his

opinions and practices thence ; he will then

iind so manv expressions that seem to favour

the several contending parties of christians,

that in some points he will perhaps be tempted
to doubt of all opinions, and somictimes have

much ado to secure himself from the danger
of eternal scepticism : when in any doubtful

point his judgment is led to a determination,

it is always with great caution, and by slow

degrees : he is not carried by violence to

any dogmatical conclusion ; he is modest in

his assertions, and gentle towards all whose
judgment and conscience have determined

them another way, because he met with so

many probable arguments on their side, in

the time of his dubitation and inquiry, that had
almost fixed his opinion the same way too.

If I may be permitted to speak of myself, I

might acquaint the world with my own ex-

perience. After some years spent in the pe-

rusal of controversial authors, and finding

them insufficient to settle my judgment and
conscience in some great points of religion, I

resolved to seek a determination of my
thoughts from the epistles of St. Paid, and
especially in that weighty doctrine of justifi-
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cation : 1 perused his letter to tiie JRomans

in the original, with the most fixed meditation,

laborious study, and importunate requests to

God, for several months together : first

without consulting any commentator, and af-

terwards called in the assistance of the best

criticks and interpreters. I very narrowly ob-

served the daily motions of my own mind : I

found it very hard to root out old prejudices,

and to escape the danger of new ones : I met
with some expressions of the apostle that

swayed me towards one opinion, and others

that inclined the balance of my thoughts an-

other way ; and it was no easy matter to main-

tain my judgment in an equal poise, till some
just and weighty argument gave the determi-

nation ; so many crossing notions, perplexing

difficulties and seeming repugnances lay in

my way, that I most heartily bless the divine

scoodness that enabled me at last to surmount
them all, and established my judgment and

conscience in that glorious and forsaken doc-

trine of the justification of a sinner in the

sight of God, by the imputation of a perfect

righteousness which is not originally his own.

From my own experiment I can easily

guess what confounding intricacies of thought

others pass through in their honest searches

after truth. These conflicts did exceedingly

enlarge my soul, and stretched my charity to

a vast extent, I see, I feel, and am assured
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that several men may be very sincere, and yet

entertain notions in divinity, all widely difler-

ent. I confess now and then some opinions,

or some unhappy occurrences are ready to

narro^v and confine my aifeclions again, if I am
not watchful over myself ; but I pray God to

preserve upon my heart a strong and lasting

remembrance of those days and those studies,

whereby he laid within me the foundation of

so broad a charity.

V. Fifthly. Another cause of uncharita-

bleness is a want of reflection on the grounds

of our oiin opinions. We should be more
just to ourselves, and more gentle to others,

if we did but imparlially review^ the reasons

why we first embraced our several principles

and practices.

Perhaps it was education determined most
of them, tlien let us chide ourselves severely

for building upon so careless and slight a bot-

tom : or let us be civil to the greatest part

of mankind, w^ho came by all their principles

the same way. Perhaps we w^ere led into par-

ticular notions by the authority of persons

whom we reverence or love ; then we should

not upbraid our neighbours that have been

influenced into different sentiments by the

same springs. Perhaps we have felt interest

sometimes ready to bias our thoughts, and

give us a secret inclination or aversion to a

party ; let us then pity the frailty of human
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nature, and have compassion upon men whose
judgments are exposed to so mean a bribery,

and sometimes have been warped aside from
the truth. Or," finally, perhaps it was deep
meditation, a daily search into scripture, and
fervent prayer were the methods by which
we pursued knowledge, and established our
principles upon solid reason. Let us then be
so charitable to those whom we contend with,

as to suppose they sought after truth the

same way, and then our contentions will have
less fire and spleen in them, less of clamour
and indignation against those that differfrom us.

The true reason why we kindle our anger
agamst our christian brethren that are not in-

• tirely of our party is, because we not only
have the vanity to fancy ourselves always in

the right, and them in the wrong ; but w^e

judge their consciences and their sincerity-

too, that they did not come honestly and fair-

ly by their principles, while we never consid-

er how we oursehes came by our own.
VI. But there are still more ways to ar-

rive at this uncharitable temper. I niust pro-
ceed. Sixthly ; which is a common method,
and thus to be performed. If we will but
trace the principles of those that dissentfrom
us through all the length of remote and feeble
consequences^ and he sure to find some terrible

absurdity at the end of them^ Ave shall not ea-

sily maintain our charity. O how often do
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we put their opinions upon the rack ! we tor-

ture every joint and article of them, till we
have forced them to confess some formidable

errors which their authors never knew or

dreamed of : thus the original notions appear

with a frightful aspect, and the sectators of

them grow to be the object of our abhorrence,

and have forfeited their right to every grain oiF

our charity.

Evangillo believes that Christ Jesus has

completely answered the demands of the law

in order to our justification, and that in the

room and stead of all believers. Nomineus
hears this doctrine, and thus begins his chain

of severe and false deductions ; then (saith

he) the law has no power to demand obedi-

ence of us ; then we are not to be charged

with sin, though we break the law hourly and
profanely ; then we may contemn all the

commands, sport with the threatenings, and
defy God the lawgiver and the avenger. He
proceeds then lo pronounce Evangillo a wick-

ed Ant'imoman^ and in the name of the Lord
delivers him up to Satan, that he may learn

not to blaspheme, Evangillo^ on the other

hand, (wlio has been well instructed in the

way of salvation, and has learned the duties of

faith and hope, but is not yet so well improved
in the charity of the gospel) hears JVomineus

preaching up repentance and sincere obedi-

ence, as the conditioPiS of our justification
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.and acceptance with God to eternal life : he

smites his breast with his hand, and cries,

surely this man knows no use of Christ in our

religion, he makes void his righteousness and
his death, he is a mere legalist, a papist, a rank

Socinian^ he preaches another gospel^ and
though he -were an angel from heaven let him
he accursed. Thus when men dress up their

neighbours in all the strained consequences

of their opinions, with a malicious pleasure

they pursue this thread of argument, they im-

pose horrid conclusions which can never be
drawn from their doctrines, and never leave

the pursuit till they have pushed each other to

blasphemy and damnation.

Whereas if the doctrines and the persons
now mentioned were put into the balances of
truth and charity, perhaps the principles of
Evangillo would l>e found to have most
weight of scripture on their side, and Nomi-
neus more of the fair shews of reasoning :

but neither the one would be found to throw
Christ out of his religion, nor the other to

make void the law : and both of their lives

would appear shining in holiness, but that

they want the bright garments of charity.

VII. Let me name a seventh spring of
tliis uncharitable humour ; and that is, when
ive magnify circumstantial differences into

substantial ones^ and make every punctilio of
3
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eiir own scheme a fimdamejitalpoint, as though

all the law and the prophets hung upon it, as

though it were the ground and pillar of all

the truth in the gospel. Cruchts will not al-

low his dissenting neighbour to be a member
of the christian church, because he separates

from the modes of worship in the church of

England ; he cannot believe him to be a

friend to Christ crucified, because he refuses

to have his child baptized with the airy sign

of the cross. Again the dissenting neighbour

pronounces Crucius to be a mere formalist,

and to have nothing of the spirit of God in

him, because he seeks not much to obtain the

gifts of the spirit, and scarce ever addresses

'himself to God in prayer without the assist-

ance of a form.

Sabbaptes that lives within two doors of

them, will not believe either of his neighbours

to be a christian, because they have never

been plunged under ^vater, fi. e.J in his

sense they were never baptized .• and both of

them in requital agree to call Sabbaptes a jew,

because he worships only on a Saturday.

Whereas the all-knowing God looks down in-

to all their hearts, beholds the graces that his

spirit hath wrought tliere, owns them all for

his children and the disciples of his Son,

though they are not yet perfect in love.

They have all one common God and father,

.^ne lord Jesus, one faith, one spirit of prayer,
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one baptism, though they quarrel so bitterly

about times, and modes, and forms.

It is a very uncharitable practice to think

that a man can never journey safely to heav-

en unless his hat and shoes be of the same
colour with ours, unless he tread the very

tract of our feet, and his footsteps too be of

the same size. It is a censorious and per-

verse fancy to pronounce a man no christian

because every thought of his soul, and all the

atoms of his brain are not just ranged in the

same posture with mine. Hov/ ridiculously

unreasonable is it for a man of brown hair lo

shut his brother out from the rank and spe-

cies of men, and call him an ox or a lion be-

cause his locks are black or yellow. I anl

persuaded there is a breadth in the nanow
road to heaven, and persons may travel more
than seven a-breast in it : and though they do
.not trace precisely the same track, yet all

look to the same saviour Jesus ^ and all arrive

at the same common salvation : and though
their names may be crossed out of the records

of a particular church on earth, where charity

fails, yet they will be found written in the

Lamb's book of life,which is a record of eter-

nal love, and shall for ever be joined to the

fellowship of the catholick church in heaven.
VIII. This iniquity of uncharitableness

has more springs than there are streams or

branches belonging to the great river of
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Egypt ; and it is as fruitful of serpents and
monsters too : itself is a hydra ofmany heads

;

I have drawn seven of them out at length in-

to open light ; that they may be cut off for

ever : but there are others still remain as full

of fire and infection. Shall I mention an

eighth here, the applause of a party ^ and the

advance of self-interest ? Have we never

observed what a mighty prevalence this has

over the hearts and tongues of men, and in-

flames them with malice against their neigh-

bours ? They assault every different opinion

with rage and clamour : they rail at the per-

sons of ail other parties to ingratiate them-

selves with their own ; and when they find

their account in it, their tongues are sharpen-

ed as drawn swords ; they fight for honour

like young volunteers, or like the Sxvitzers for

pay. When they tear away men from their

habitations, cast them into noisome prisons,

and put to death the ministers of the gospel,

they boast, like Jehu when he slew the priests

of Baal^ come a7id see my zeal for the Lord :

and as he designed hereby to establish the

kingdom in his own hands, so they to main-

tain the preferments and possessions, as well

as the reputation they had acquired among
their own sect. But ah ! how little do they

think of the wounds that Jesus the Lord re-

ceives by every bitter reproach they cast on

his followers ! nor will it be found a sufficient



29

reason for the persecution of them one day,

that they did not conform to human inven-

tions.

The Jansenists in France have made some
reformation in the doctrines of popery^ and

they have been sometimes traduced for ap-

proaching the tents of Calvin : they have

been in danger of being degraded and losing

their spiritual dignities, and they are pushed

on by this fear and ambition, to write at every

turn some severe invectives against the Cal-

vinistSy to shew that themselves are true sons

of that uncharitable church of Rome,
Sicco has lately departed from a Baptist so-

ciety, and he hardly thinks himself sufficient-

ly come out of the water, till he is kindled

into a flame against all those that baptize by
immersion ; he rails at his former brethren,

to make the Presbyterian and Independent
churches believe that he is a true convert :

how art thou mistaken, poor Sicco, to attempt

this method of caressing thy new acquain-

tance ? For they had rather receive a Baptist
into their fellowship, whose faith and hoimess
are conspicuous in his life, than open their

doors to an uncharitable wretch that proves
his conversion only by the change of an
opinion, and placing his religion in railing.

Acerbion has left the communion of his fa-

ther, and is become an ecclesiastick of hish
3*
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note in a more powerful and splendid church :

he seldom puts a volume into the press with-

out sourness and hard words in it, against

the society which he has forsaken : his pen is

dipt in gall daily, and he grows old in malice

and censure : it is pity he should so far ex-

pose the church to which he belongs, as to

think that she will esteem him a more dutiful

son, by how much the less charity he has for

his dissenting brethren.

And I am sorry also that there should be a

church in Great-Britain which has devoted

christians to the Devil for little differences,

and has exposed them to tedious and sharp

sufferings for refusing to submit to particular

gestures in worship and airy signs, for wear-

ing a short garment in prayer in the place of

a long one, or black instead of white ; and

some of her sons have delighted to execute

these censures, when they have found much
gain arising from this severe godliness. I

could wish she had always exercised the same

charity to weak consciences that she does to

slender purses ; .for she allows a christian lib-

erty 10poor beneficed men and curates^ not be-

in^ able to provide themselves long goxvns, that

they may go 271 short ones,

IX. A ninth spiing of this uncharitable

practice is fixing upon some necessary and

special point in Christianity^ a7id setting it up
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in opposition to the rest^ or at best in opposition

to some one of the rest.

" I have long observed," says an ingenious

writer, " that christians of different parties

have been eagerly laying hold on particular

parts of the system of divine truths, and have
been contendnig about them as if each had
been all ; or as if the separation of the mem-
bers from each other, and from the head, were
the preservation of the body, instead of its de-

struction. They have been zealous to es-

pouse the defence, and to maintain the honour
and usefulness of each apart ; whereas their

honour as well as usefulness, seems to me
to lie much in their connexion : and suspi-

cions have often arisen betwixt the respective

defenders of each, which have appeared as un-

reasonable and absurd, as if the preparations

for securing one part of a ship in a storm
were to be censured as a contrivance to sink

the rest." Thus far Dr. Doddridge in a late

preface.

And I think we may as well borrow the

similitude expressly from the scripture itself,

1 Cor. xii. 14, &c. The body is not one

member, but many. If the foot shall say ^ be-

cause Iam not the hand, is it therefore not of
the body ? and how ridiculous would it be if

we should suppose the ear shall say, because

I am not the eye, I am not of the body. If
the whole body xvere an eye, where were the
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hearing ? if the whole were hearings where

were the smelling P and if they all were one

member^ where were the body ? the eye cannot

say unto the hand, I have no needofthee ; nor

again^ the head to the feet, I have no need of
you ; now ye arej;he body of Christy andmem-
bers i?i particular.

Ill the same manner, repentance, faith and
love are three necessary graces or virtues that

go to make up a christian ; and I might cite

several texts of scripture, where each of these

three are made necessary to Christianity. Is

it not therefore a most unreasonable thing to

set up either repentance, faith or love so high,

as though the ^vhole of Christianity was con-

tained in it, when it is evident that nothing-

else can make a christian but such a faith as

brings with it repentance and good works, or

holiness of life, or such a love as produces

obedience and good w^orks, which must be the

effect of this faith ?

In Christianity nothing avails but such a

faith as xvorks by love unto all holiness. Gal,

v. 6. Repent and believe the gospel, was the

first preaching of Christ and his apostles,

Mark i. 15. And in other places, faith is in-

dispensably coupled with repentance, Acts
iii. 19. XX. 21. Without repentance our sins

will not be forgiven us. Without faith in Je-

sus Christ we have no interest in his salva-

tion. True faith must be such ^s purifies the
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heart, Acts xv^ 9. And produces good
works as the necessary evidences to prove
our faith true, James ii. 17, 18.

What a strange sort of monstrous Christian

would this be, who pretended to much faith,

but had no love nor repentance ? and as mon-
strous would that pretender be, who had love

or repentance without faith. As God hath

set the members of the hody^ every one ofthem
as it hath pleased him^ so has he appointed

faith^ repentance and love to fulfil their seve-

ral offices in the christian life. What a piece

of madness therefore is it, and high inconsis-

tency to separate those things which God hath

joined in his gospel ? or to preach or para-

phrase very long, and talk very much upon
any one of these, so as to hinder that due re-

spect that is to be paid to the other two ? No
man is nor can be a true believer in Christ, if

he has not repentance and love, producing

good works, as well as i\\?itfaith which is nec-

essary to make a christian. Let us take heed

therefore, lest we give occasion by any of our

discourses to exalt one of these virtues or

graces to the prejudice of the rest, for the ut-

ter loss of either of them will destroy all our

pretences to Christianity.

When Solfido has formed one of his Chris-

tians exactly agreeable to the shape and hu-

mour of his own imagination, and dressed

him up in all the feathers of strict orthodoxy
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that he can find in the severest writers, and

by a motto written upon his forehead has cal-

led him the ??jan of faith, I am at a loss to

know what christian church would receive

him into their communion, when he neither

professes repentance, nor holiness, nor true

love to God or man. It has indeed some of

the appearances of a cJmstian statue, but it is

a man \\ ithout feet or hands for walking or

moving, a man without hfe or activity to run
the christian race, or to do any thing for God
in the world. What glory can our Lord Je-

sus Christ receive from such a useless figure ?

what honour can such an imperfect image
possibly bring to the gospel ; or what service

can he be of in the world or in the church ?

X. The most common cause of unchari-

tableness, and the last I shall mention, is, that

a greatpart of theprofessors ofour holy relig-

ion, make their heads the chief seat of it, and
scarce ever suffer it to descend and uarni tiieir

hearts. Jesus the savioin' has been discovered
to them in a good degree of outward light,

but has never been revealed in them with
power, nor their souls changed by divine
grace into the image of the gospel. While
they boast of their orthodox faith, they forget
their christian love.

Stellino has stuck his brain all over with
notions, and fancies his higher sphere suffi-

ciently illuminated for the conduct of man-
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kind, that is round about him, and beneath

him : but this set of notions is hke a winter-

night overhung with stars ; bright and shin-

ing, but very cold. Natural affections have
no room in his soul, 'tis too much spirituali-

zed with opinions and doctrines. His divini-

ty lies all in his understanding, and the com-
mon duties of humanity scarce ever employ
his tongue or his hands.

If a man does but profess every tittle of his

creed, and believe just as Stellino believes, he
is declared fit for holy communion ; and
if he will but dispute warmly for the hard
words that distinguish his scheme, and can
pronounce Shibboleth wtU, he shall not be ad-

judged to death or damnation, but joined

heartily to the fellowship of the saints, though
his flaming immoralities proclaim him a son of

Satan : Satan himself has perhaps a more ac-

curate and nice skill of the controversies of

divinity, than the best of our professors and
doctors have arrived at ; but his pride and
malice ai'c chains of darkness, and make a

devil of him in spite of all his knowledge :

yet Stellino aflects too near a resemblance to

Lucifer, that fallen son of the morning.
Vices that are odious to human nature, and

wild licentiousnesses of a bitter tongue which
destroy all civil society, are very little faults in

his opinion, when put into the balance with

orthodoxy and zeal. If my conversation
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among men be blameless and honourable
;

if my practice consist of virtue and piety ; if

I profess a solemn faith in Christ the eternal

word, the only begotten Son of God, who
came into the flesh, who died to make a true

atonement for the sins of men, and testify my
unfeigned subjection to him, and declare the

grounds of my hope ; yet I must not be ad-

mitted to the special parts of worship where
Stellino presides, because I am not arrived at

his degree of light, and differ from his expres-

sions a little, when I explain the words justi-

Jication and the ccmenant of grace. His lips

are ever full of declamation and controversy,

and he harangues copiously upon the most
affecting points of our religion ; he talks much
of the ai^azing condescensions of divine mer-

cy, and of the kindness and love of God our

saviour towards man ; but it has not yet

taught him love to his fellow-creatures, nor

kindness towards his brethren.

Such another christian is Misander ; he
reverses the duties of Christianity which St.

Paul describes, he speaks evil of all men but
his own party, he is a brawler and ungentle

,

shewing meekness unto none ; and while he
pretends that the grace of God which brings

salvation has appeared unto him, he lives still

in malice and envy^ and wears the visible char-

acters of the men of heathenism, hateful and
hating one another , Tit. ii. 11, 12. Tit. iii.
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2, 3, 4, He flourishes and enlarges upon the

gracious quaUties of our Redeemer, our great

High-priest^ who is touched with thefeeling of
our infirmities ; yet himself has not learnt

from so glorious an example to have compas-

sion on them that are ignorant and out of the

way ; but rather being exalted in his own
knowledge, he condemns his weak brother to

perish^ for whom Christ died. Take thy bi-

ble, O vain man, and read a few lines in the

8th chapter of St. PduVs first epistle to Co-

rinth, Knowledge puffeth up^ but charity ed-

ifieth ; and if any man think that he knoweth
any things he knoweth nothing yet as he ought
to know ; but ifany man love God, the same
is known of him. And St. John will assure

thee, that he that loveth not his brother know-
eth not God, and ifa man say. Hove God, and
hateth his brother, he is a liar, 1 John iv. 8, 20.

Yet let not any one think that I advance
charity so high, as to place it in the room of

knowledge and faith, or to make it a self-suf-

ficient ground for our admittance into heaven
at last : nor can I suppose it alone to be a
sufficient plea for a reception into any visible

church of Christ on earth. A confession of
the name of Jesus, with the most important
and most necessary articles of his blessed re-

ligion, a declaration of my personal faith or
trust in him, together with a solemn dedica-»

4
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tion of myself unto the Lord, may be justly

required of me by that christian society into

which I desire admittance. In default of

these,the biggest instances of charity will nev-

er constitute me a christian : except ye be-

lieve that I am he, saith our Saviour, ye shall

die in your sins, John viii. 24. Ifa man strive

for a prize, yet is he not crowned unless he

strive lawfully ; (i, e.) according to the

methods prescribed in the gospel, the knowl-

edge and the faith of the Son of God, 2 Tim,

ii. 5. and the sentence of our Lord is dreadful

and peremptory. He that helieveth not shall

be damned, Mark xvi. 16. With the heart

man believes unto righteousness, and xvith the

mouth confession is made unto salvation, Rom.
X. 10. But without charity my faith can nev-

er be true, for it must be such a faith as

-worketh by love, and discovers itself by all the

fruits of the spirit, long-suffe?'ing, gentleness,

goodness, meekness, temperance. Gal. v. 6, 22.

Thus far have we tmced the vice of unchar-

itableness in many of the properties that be-

long to it, and the causes of it, and many in-

stances in which it discovers itself in the

world, and in the church ; and it appears a

very shameful vice, and opposite to the relig-

ion of the blessed Jesus.
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SECT. II.

.in occasional Vindication of -the s/l/iosilesfro?n the c/iargtr

of Uncharitatlcness.

But what shall we say to those who take

the venerable names of the sacred writers, and
charge them with the same scandalous prac-

tice ?

There is one Momiis, who is well known
in the world for a person that is ready to find

fault with the best of men, and the best of

things, if he can suspect any thing which he
imagines worthy of blame in them. This
man rather than not vindicate himself from
the charge of uncharitahleness^ he will bring

even the apostles themselves into the accusa-

tion, particularly St. Paul and St. John.

Paul, says he, must be a very uncharitable

man, for Hed. x. 25, 26, he tells us, that if
we sin wilfully after we have received the

knowledge of .the truths there remaineth no
more sacrifice for sins. Thus it is plain, he
will not suffer a man to be guilty of any wil-

ful sin, after his profession of Christianity, but
he damns him for it, widiout hope.

Ans, But I would have Momus consider

that these are the very words of scripture and
inspiration, and not merely St. Pr/z^/'^ opinion.

Nor is the sense true which he puts upon
these words : it is by no means every wilful
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sin after we have received and professed

Christianity^ that will bring us under such an

irreversible condemnation ; but this wilful

sin, as it stands in the context, plaii-Jy refers to

our entire quitting the profession of our chris-

tian faith, V. 23, and forsaking 2\\ christian as-

semblies, without repentance or returning to

them, as v. 25. And it is no wonder if a man
who roundly renounces Christianity wilfully,

and without persecution, or any compulsion,

should be laid under this dreadful sentence.

Let it be also particularly remarked, that

us these verses come in just after the apostle

had been speaking of the atoning sacrificefor
sin, vvliich Christ himself offered, as a fulfil-

ling of all typical sacrifices and atonements of

the Jewish law, c, ix. 10. he expresses this

condemning sentence in this language, there

is no more sacrificefor sin, i. e. if a man re-

nounces the sacrifice of atonement w^hich

Christ has made for sin, there remains no
more sacrifice for him to trust in, or to hope

for, but a certain fearful looking for of judg-

ment andfiery indignation, which shall devour

the adversaries. Thus it appears, that this

wilful sinner is condemned for renouncing

the only method of atonement provided for

the pardon of sins, which it was one of the

chief glories of the christian religion to reveal

and establish.
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St. Paid also is charged with high unchar-

itahleness by this Momus for what he says,

Gal. i. 8, 9. If any man preach any other

gospel to you than that ye have received^ let

him he accursed^ and yet he owns v. 7. that it is

not anotJier gospel^ but merely a perversion of
the gospel of Christ ; and is this enough to

be accursed for "?

Ansiv, Let Momns consider how grossly

the gospel must be perverted, when it is turn-

ed into such a sense as the Galatians seem to

have been taught by these troubiers of their

church, V. 7. it is such an error ^s would have
carried them again into Judaism with all its

yokes of bondage, v/ould have obliged them ta

be circumcised and to observe the Jewish fes-

tival days, months and years. Gal. v. 2. Such
an error as shews them to have run back to

the ceremonies of the Jewisli law for justifi-

cation and acceptance with God,v.4. Such an.

error as gave occasion to the apostle to charge

them, if ye pursue it,ye arefallenfrom gracey
i. e. from the gospel^ of grace : and that

Christ woidd profit them nothings woidd be-

come ofno effect to them, v. 2, and 4.-

And after all it must be said these are the

words of scripture, and of the spirit of God,
and not merely of St. Paul himself as a pri»

vate writer ; and will the man deal thus with
scripture ? You see to what lengths this

temper will carry a man.
4^-
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But still he pursues his accusation against

the apostles, and makes St. John to be grossly-

guilty of want of charity in his 2d epistle, v. 9,

10. If there come any unto you and bring

not this doctrine, i. e. the doctrine of Christ

mentioned in the foregoing verse, receive him
not iiito your house, nor bid him God speed ;

for he that biddeth him God speed, is partaker

ofhis evil deeds.

Now to answer the unreasonable censure of

this Momus, let us inquire what this doctrine

of Christ is ; and where should we find the

most important parts of it but in the same
writer ? chap. i. 7. The blood of Jesus

Christ cleanseth us from all sin. chap. ii. 2.

Jesus Christ the righteous is not only our advo-

cate with the father, but he is also the propi-

tiation for our sins, chap. iv. 10. God loved

us, and sent his son to be the propitiation for
our sins, and that every true christian is born

of God, chap. v. 1, 4. i, e. as other verses of

this holy ^\Titer in his gospel explain it, he is

born of the spirit of God, John i. 13, iii. 5, 6.

It appears then that the errors of such
whom the apostle would here exclude from
our friendship, are such as do not acknowl-
edge Jesics Christ to be the Messiali, or not to

be a propitiary sacrifice for the svns of men^
nor allow that every true christian is regene-
rated and born of God, or of his spirit, i. e,

by the powerful, renewing,and sanctifying in-
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fluences thereof as other scriptures explain it,

particularly John i. 12, 13. John iii. 3, 5.

and as St. P«w/ expresses it, Eph. i. 19, 20.

By such a mighty power which he wrought in

Christ when he raised him from the dead.

Again, I would ask Momus, why are the

names of Christ and the holy spirit appointed

so generally to be used in baptism, which is

the ordinance which initiates us into Chris-

tianity ? is it not to put us in mind that

when we profess Christianity we profess the

chief articles that relate to him as our Saviour,

(viz.J Jesus Christ to be the propitiation for

our sins, we profess to be born of the spirit^

or regenerated and renewed to holiness by the

spirit of God ? now if a man asserts himself

to be a christian, when he believes and pro-

fesses neither of these doctrines, then St.

John may be to blame indeed in denying the

benefit of common christian friendship to

such a man.
But whither would this Momus lead us ?

what ? would he make a christian out of such
adversaries to the name and gospel of Christy

as neither trust in him as a propitiation for

their sins, nor hope to be renewed and made
holy by the holy spirit of God ?

Let us learn of the heathen poet,

Est viodiis in rebus, sunt certi deniquefines.

There must be some measures and bounds
set to every general virtue^ and even to chris-
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tia7i charity itself. This does not extend to

infidels in the same sense. Surely, there

must be due limits set to every thing of this

kind : They can scarce be justly called

christians^ and treated as such, let their pro-

fession be what it will, who renounce Jesus

Christ in his chief design of coming into the

w^orld, as a propitiation for sin, and who re-

nounce the spirit of God as the effectual

spring of our regeneration and holiness. If

all deists and infidels may be received into the

christian church, into our good esteem and

friendship, those may also be our fellow

christians who deny the most important

principles of Christianity : but let us take

heed tliat we do not give that iihich is holy to

such as have no claim to it^ and give charity

and christian friendship to those, v.ho seem,

according to the ^word of God, to have no
pretence to it.

It has been objected indeed r gainst this sec-

ond as well as against the third epistle of St.

John, that they have not sufficient proof of .

their divine original : now it would be too

large in this place to enter into a discussion

of that question : but there is nothing said in

this epistle that is disagreeable to the sense of

other holy writers in oilier parts of scripture ;

and by our protestant wTiters these epistles

have been generally represented as part of
the word of God in the new testament : nor
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can I find sufficient reason to reject it, merely

because some persons that need a more abun-

dant measure of indulgence and of charity,

than the scripture seems to allow, will not al-

low it this post of honour, and that is because

it excludes them from our good esteem, from
Christian communion and friendship.

Yet after all this censure of Momiis and his

followers, if any such there be, I Avould still

hope and persuade myself, there are some se-

rious and pious souls who have been honestly

seeking after the truths of religion, and search-

ing the word of God to find them, who may
have indulged some incautious and unhappy
hour, wherein they have suffered themselves

to be led away into this great snare and temp-

tation of the evil one ; so that they have be-

gun to doubt of this blessed doctrine of the

atoning sacrifice for sin by the blood of Jesus

Christ, though it is so strongly, so expressly,

and so often asserted by several of the apostles

in their writings.

It is my sincere and earnest desire, that

God would speedily break these unhappy
snares, whatsoever they are, by which their

thoughts have been captivated into so danger-

ous a mistake, 2 Tim. ii. 25, 26. that he

would please to open the eyes of their mind
by his enlightening grace, that they may not

run on so far in this way as to be exposed to

the loss of the benefit of this only propitiation
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for sin, and lay themselves open to that severe

sentence of the word of God, that there re-

mains 710further propitiatoiy sacrificefor them^

hut a certain fearful expectation^ &€. Heh.

X. 26, 27. Forgive me, blessed Jesus, if any

of the softer influences of animal nature have

warped me aside, while I am treating of this

glorious virtue of charity, to indulge these

milder sentiments, and depart in any measure

from the stricter sense and sentence of thy

holy word.

SECT. III.

llie mischitvous effects of U7icharitabknesfi

,

Now if we have not dwelt too long on this

subject, viz, in tracing out this mischief
through its several springs and properties,

and if my reader be not quite out of breath, I

would ask him to take another turn with me
and walk down to a short survey of the same
vice in its mischievous effects ; that we may
be more warmly animated to pursue this

iniquity to the death : if it were possible, we
would leave it neither root nor bi^anch, name
or memory in the christian world.

I. The first and most obvious mischiefs
I meet with among Christians of an unchari-
table humour, mt the constant disquiet of
their own spirits, the vexation they give their
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neighbours, the injury they do to their own
edification, and to the edification of all that

converse with them.

Sifigulario has a set of notions and rules

"whereby he adjusts his own creed and his

practice ; and whatsoever he hears in religious

conference, or in publick duty, that does not
precisely square to his model, disquiets his

ears, disrelishes with his taste, disturbs his

conscience, and thus prevents all the benefit

that his soul should receive from the dis-

course, or worship.

I grant it very lawful for a man to be dis-

gusted with a sermon, where the greatest part

is spent in notions contrary to his judgment,
and dressed up in language very foreign to his

usual way of converse about divine things
;

this is shocking to the spirit of the best chris-

tians, and the conscience is so nauseated with
the largest part of the entertainment, that his

soul cannot be nourished, and it is proper for

him to forbear attendance upon such a preach-

er, and choose one more suited to the temper
of his own spirit. But Singulario hath an
aversion to a whole hour's discourse, because
there were three sentences of a strain different

from his opinion. He reaps no blessing

from a sermon of excellent composure, of di-

vine materials, of an evangelick frame and
just method, because there is one expression

in it that is the characteristick of another sect.
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He sits uneasy under a noble discourse of jus-

tification or of faith, because (it may be) the

minister doth avoid the terms imputed, meri-

torious, condition, and instrument ; and men-

tions none of the tortured words of noise and

party.

I will not indeed commend a preacher that

is always affecting to disguise his own opin-

ions, and for ever hiding himself in ambigu-
ous language, and that in points of moment,
thereby to maintain the everlasting applause

of all sides. But I must chide Singulario for

the wry faces he makes at church when he

hears but a word or two of contrarv sound, or

when his ears miss, and long for a set of dar-

ling phrases.

Three years ago I was in company with

Acharissa, a sour old christian of a very nar-

row spirit, and gave her a gentle admonition

for the frequent reproaches she cast on the

ministers of Christ, that did not preach exact-

ly according to her humour ; I blamed that

petulant liberty wluch she took with all her

neighbours and acquaintance, to censure

them severely for every lesser difference of

practice or worship : I recommended to her

reading that valuable sermon of the Reverend
Dr. Tillotson against evil-speaking ; but I

could not persuade her to peruse'^those pages,

not only because of that strong propensity

she had to speak evil of others, but because
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it was the work of an archbishop ;
^^ which

sort of office, said she, is a mere human in-

vention, and the scripture knows it not." I

know another name which has the same nar-

row spirit. Sequilla hath ever given up the

conduct of her soul to the curate of her par-

ish, and after many years attendance on his

ministry, in great security of conscience, is

well assured that she shall go to heaven at

last. Perhaps by some terrible providence,

or by some plain word of scripture, she is

awakened to a deep and frightful sense of sin,

and danger of eternal death. She is visited

by the curate, and though he saiih some good
things to her, yet she finds not the way of
peace, A kind neighbour recommends to

her some book of consolation written by a

dissenter, but she refuses the book and the

comfort at once, lest she should be guilty of

that damnable sin of separation from the

church. ** How can I ever, said she, expect
the peace of God from the pen of a schismat-

ick ?" and thus endures the racks of con-
science rather than she will indulge charity

enough to hear or to read what a noncomfor-
mist hath written.

Presbycolo, a christian of the same stamp,
heard a sermon lately and commended it above
measure, confessed how much hght and love

^^•as kindled in his heart by it, and bestowed
5
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unusual strains of respect upon the minister :

But Presbyclo (said I) " this man never had

the hands of a bishop, or preaching elder, laid

upon his head to ordain him." At once I

saw his colour change, his spirits sink, and

he concluded that all the divine affections in

his soul under that sermon must needs be

counterfeit, '* because now I know (said he)

the preacher is no minister of Christ." O
the wretched influence of this vice of unchar-

itableness upon feeble and deluded souls ! it

proceeds so far at last as to make persons

scrupulous of attending upon any ordinance,

lest the admistrator should not be a man ex-

actly of their stamp. Thus their hearts

are vexed with everlasting disquiet, for they

^can hardly heai' a prayer, or an exhortation,

but they find some offence in it ; like a man
with a thorn in his hand, whatsoever he takes

hold of gives him pain, but the cause lies in

his own flesh.

There are other instances of this kind to be

met with in the world. Nitidelli wears his

hair three inches below his shoulders, and it

is ever well beautified with powder : he fre-

quently eats of a dish of food where blood is

one of the ingredients, and he often takes half

a pint of red wine to his own share : he main-

tains serious religion at home and abroad :

but Censorina cannot join him in the special

ordinances of worship. '' It is a shame for
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him (she cries) to wear long hair ; he is a

wine-bibber, and he abstains not from blood ;

nor can I be reconciled to him upon any

terms, unless he retrench these horrible ex-

cesses." But he still goes on careless and re-

gardless of the peace of his fellow-christian,

and scorns her little clamours, rather than

endeavour, by gentleness and compliance, to

satisfy or remove them. Noxv walkest thou

not charitably^ O NitidelU, for thou grievest

thy sister with thy meat and garments^ for
whom Christ died. But I would fain hcive

Censorina learn also, that the kingdom of God
is not meat and drink, but righteousness and
peace, and joy in the holy ghost. Both of

you therefore ought to follow after things

which make for peace, and things wherewith
one may edify another. Rom. xiv. 15, 17, 19.

Nor is this mischief confined to single per-
^

sons : it makes a farther progress still, and
infects the neighbour and acquaintance. Ev-
ery Monday in the evening Crites sits at the

head of a club, that meet together to arraign

and sentence the sermons of the foregoing

day. '' Did you mark, my friends, such an
expression under the fourth head ? it sound-
ed harsh in my ears. Surely the man is not

orthodox
; pray acquaint your families of the

danger of his opinions, and forbid their atten-

dance. " Truly, replies Momion, he insisted

so m.uch on the grace of God, that he left but
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one quarter of his hour-glass for the duties of

the gospel ; I fear he is a siipralapsarian,

my spirit rises against him, and 1 must warn

my acquaintance of his doctrine." A third

person in the company begins to surmise,that

his morals are not good :
" I have heard an

ill story of a preacher not long since, saith

he, and surely this must be the man." And
then he proceeds in a direct opposition to the

grace of charity, as it is described by St. Pauly

1 Cor. xii. 5. Tit. iii. 3. " I easily believe

all that is evil of him ; I am provoked at him ;

I hope no good from him ; I cannot bear his

principles ; I cannot endure his person ; and

1 should rejoice in the seasonable death of

such an antinomian as this is." Thus does

the root of bitterness spring up into wide

branches, it bears poisonous fruit, and many
souls are troubled. Blessed be God who of

late years begins to purge out this sour leaven

from amongst us.

11. The next pernicious effect I take no-

tice of, is, that an uncharitable carriage

brings a disgrace and blemish iipcn Christianity,

beyond the guilt and scandal of heathenism :

it is the character of the gentiles indeed, that

they were hateful and hating one another ;

but not for different principles of philosophy,

which they professed, nor different methods
of vvorship, ^^ hich they paid to their gods.

There were no civil wars proclaimed, nor
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courts of inquisition erected amongst them
upon this account, though their controversies

about divine things v/ere not trivial, and they

differed widely in the very foundations of reli-

gion ; and, as an ingenious author expresses

himself on this subject, " though poets have
made the gods enter into factions and quar-

rels for commonwealths, yet commonwealths
never did the same for their gods."

But if the heathens had been never so

much enraged, and quarrelled never so fierce-

ly for the sake of opinions, and formalities
;

still they were almost infinicely more excusa-

ble than Christians can pretend to be : for

the very doctrines of most of their sects per-

mit revenge ; and they have many a bloody
principle amongst them. But Christianity is

the most mild, the most gentle, and the most
peaceable religion : never a doctrine was
taught amongst mankind, that hath so much
of love and sweetness in it : never a system,

or rule of duties, wherein meekness and can.

dor, charity and compassion are so prescribed^

and enforced.

Never was there a religion instituted by
God or invented by men, with so much,
goodness in the heart and soul of it, or so
many charms and amiablenesses in the face.

It is built upon the foundation of God's eter-

nal and unchangeable love. It was love that
5*
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assumed human nature, and became the

great prophet and teacher of it, and the spirit

of love in our hearts is its vital spring within

us : it is divine love dwelling in flesh, hang-

ing upon a cross, bleeding, and dying for en-

emies and rebels, that hath purchased all the

promised blessings of our religion ; and it is

the same love arising from the grave, and

reigning in glor}^ that distributes these bles-

sings to men : and in all the melting lan-

guage of compassion and tenderness invites

us to receive them : it was this love dwelling

personally amongst men, calls himself our

brother, and charges us to love all the profes-

sors of the same faith as brethren : he requires

that we should be ready to lay down our lives

for one another, as he did for us all : and or-

ders it to be the distinguishing character of

all his followers, hereby shall all tnen know^
that ye are my disciples^ \fy^ ^ove one another^

John xiii. 34, ^S,

• God himself is infinite and unseen love,

Christ is love incarnate and visible : and a
christian is or should be an effigy of that love

graven to the life, by the finger of the divine

spirit. Now, for the professors of such a

doctrine to quarrel about trifles, and grow
malicious upon every punctilio of different

sentiments, how grossly do they abuse the

christian name ? they rob their own religion

of its due honour amongst men, and bring in-
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finite shame and discredit upon Christianity in

the face of infidel nations. It is for the sake

of this madness which is found amongst the

pretended followers of our blessed Lord, his

name is blasphemed among the heathens ;

and the conversion of the kingdoms of this

world to the faith of Christ, rendered alm.ost

rationally impossible.

III. Thirdly, this uncharitable temper

rages even to wars and blood ; hath laid the

churches of Christ desolate, and dispeopled

many countries in Christendom. It doth not

spend itself in secret like a sullen humour,

or a vapour of melancholy, but breaks out

into publick violence and disorder, and ail

that is near it feels the indignation. It sits

brooding over the e£>:gs of a cockatrice, and

daily sends forth a fiery flying serpent, instru-

ments of cruelty are in its habitation, and all

its children are sons of blood and rapine.

O my soul, come thou not into their counsel

;

unto their assembly, mine hon&ur, be not thou

united ; for in their anger they have slain

millions of men^ and in their self-will they

have digged up the foundations of a thousand

churches. Cursed be their anger for it is

fierce, and their wrath for it is cruel. These

men of division at the last judgment day, may
justly expect to be divided from Jacob, and

to be scattered far away from the Israel of

God. For God will rejider to every one ac-
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cordmg to their works. And surely these

bloody persecutions are such works as, de-

mand like revenges from a God of justice ; if

such as practise them die without repentance.

If you ask me the method whereby this

uncharitable temper has advanced to such a

degree of rage and barbarity, it is very obvi-

ous and €asy to be explained. At first these

men assume to themselves the name of the

church, and lodge in themselves a sort of in-

fallibility, or at least pretend to a divine au-

thority to determine finally all doubtful cases

of religion, and to rule over the consciences

of men. They set up the wretched trade of

creed-making, and demand the belief of man-
kind : then they give out decrees, such as

Christ and his apostles never gave, and pro-

nounce damnation against all that doubt or

misbelieve them ; though their fables are not
cunningly devised, because they are made too

big for belief. Some of them contradict the

most substantial principles of sense, reason,

and Christianity.

You will see this plainly exemplified in a
few instances I shall give of their decrees and
canons. As, " Whosoever shall affirm, that

there are more or less than seven sacraments,
let him be anathematized, excommunicated,
or accursed : Whosoever shall affiim that the
substance of bread and wine remains in the

cucharist, together with the body and blood of
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Christ, or shall deny the wonderful change of

the whole substance of bread into body, and
^v'ine into blood, which the catholick church
calls transubstantiation, let him be excommu-
nicated : whosoever shall say, that extrem*e

unction doth not confer grace, nor remit sin,

nor ease the sick, let him be excommu-
nicated."^ Thus oftentimes the same anath-

ema and eternal death is denounced against

such as disobey their decrees about matters of

trifling importance ; matters which they them-

selves can never pretend to be, in their own
nature, necessary to salvation. " He that

shall say a common minister can confirm as

well as a bishop, let him be excommunicated :

He that shall say, the ceremonies, the vest-

ments, &c. in the celebration of the mass, are

incentives to sin, rather than duties of piety,

let him be excommunicated : he that shall

say, a priest may become a layman again, let

him be excommunicated : And whosoever
shall say, that the hierarchy of bishops, pres-

byters, and ministers or deacons is not of di-

vine ordination, let him be excommunicated."
When this church has thus excommunica--

ted and cursed christians better than herself,

and cast them out of her arms, she gives them
up to the secular power,t with an awful and

* Canons of the Church of Rome in the Council of Trent.

t See the History of the Inquisition.
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deceitful charge, that the obstinate hqiietick

should not be hurt in life or limb ; but with a

full design that they shall be tortured, and de-

stroyed. Having solemnly delivered them
to the de^'il in their spiritual courts, the tem-

poral executioner sends them out of the

Vv'Orld ; not that their souls may be saved in

the day of the Lord, but that they may be
plunged immediately x into utter * darkness,

where Satan dwells.

It is the command of Christ to the Roman
church, by Paul the great apostle, Rom. xiv.l.

That such as were xveak in the faith should he

received into their fellowship, and not troubled

with doubtful disputations, such as the observ-

ance of meats and days, and things of like

moment. But the Romans have now so fai'

rebelled against this rule, as to admit persons

into their communion upon no other terms than

a blind submission to all the doubtful disputa-

bles which that church imposes. They had an
order from St. Paul, Rom. xv. 7. to receive

all such as Christ had received ; and conse-

quently tor reject no others but those whom
Christ rejects ; but they forgot this charitable

canon of our Lord, wliile they receive thou-

sands to their communion which have no vis-

ible marks of the image of Christ, and reject

thousands, and curse them to hell, whom the

Lord Christ will acknowledge for his, and
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pronounce theni blessed of his Father at the

last day.

When they first begin to assume this sove-

reignty over faith and conscience, they use a

shew of argument, and pretend to instruct and
enlighten the weak and ignorant. They ad-

monish them to hearken to the church ; but
if the ignorant are still weak in belief, and can-

not be convinced of the lawfulness of their

ceremonies, then they send the sheriff and the

gaoler to carry on the dispute ; a prison and
the gibbet are the next arguments ; and when
reason and scripture will not assist them, they

employ fire and sword to coritend earnestly

for the fables that were never delivered to the

saints.

To draw up an account of the horrible ef-

fects of uncharitableness w^ould be to trans-

cribe the ecclesiastical history of many ages.

Whole churches and quarters of the world,

the eastern and western, have damned one an-

other plentifully upon the account of imposed
days, and trifles which the gospel leaves in-

different, or rather forbids. How many ofthe

canons of ancient councils have beeii influen-

ced in their formation by this assuming spi-

rit, and as terribly enforced in their execution

to the reproach and devastation of chris-

tendom ?

But it moves my grief and wonder, that a
modem church, that pretends not to infallibil=
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our f;aith and practice. It asserts its own
power to decree rites and ceremonies, and au-

thority in controversies of faith ; when in the

very preceding words it confesses, that the

churches of Jerusalem, Alexandria, and An-
tioch have eiTcd, so also the church of Rome
has erred, not only in their living and manner
of ceremonies, but also in matters of faith. It

demands my admiration, that such a church
should canonically denounce her excommu-
nications in abundance, against those that dis-

sent from her in some disputable things,

while they retain all her professed doctrines of

the christian faith.

And it is a pain and a shame to our eyes to

look backward upon other times, and to be-

hold pamphlets written against toleration, by
such as are ministers of the gospel of peace,

that perfect law of liberty. It was their opin-

ion then, (and they told the world so in print)

that sectaries ought to be silenced by the civ- -

il power : now sectary is a name of broad di-

mensions, and has a terrible stretch with it ;

the long scourge would in time reach all

those who differ from the hand that manages
that weapon of chastisement : none must be
authorized to preach in any form, but by the
solemnity of imposing hands, by a company of
authorized men. Because some subjected
themselves to the determination of a synod,
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they would make it the duty of all their neigh-

bours to wear the same yoke ; and thought

others \vere bound to become slaves to the

same dictates. But I forbear this charge, and
almost wish it cancelled : for as the magis-

trate did not put in practice the uncharitable

pamphlets, so those reverend and honourable

writers have been taught to acknowledge the
,

mistake of their zeal,whentheirown verbal rods

have been turned against them, and became
real scorpions with stings and scourges a

thousand- fold. The fathers have been dear-

ly instructed in the vatue of toleration and lib-

erty by most abundant retaliations. THe
children have learned to preach this part of

the gospel well, and I am persuaded they will

never forget it again.

If we turn over more ancient annals, the

Marian days give us horrible examples of fie-

ery zeal in the clergy, and the glorious reign

of the succeeding virgin princess is hardly to

be purged from the stain of blood. Blessed
be^ God who has put it into the heart of our
civil governours to restrain the fury of all spi-

ritual administrators. The long and dreadful

train of capias's and gaolers, prisons and plun-

derings, ruin and banishment, siiencings and
violent suppressions are no longer the atten-

dants of the anathemas of any church among
us. And I hope no church mourns the loss

6
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of them ; though there are some anathemas

that abide still as terrors to those that are

weak in faith, and not very honourable monu-
ments of that church's charit}'.

In these late years the scene of Great Brit-

ain was a ^little shadow of Spain and France,

where dragoons and the inquisition manage
ecclesiastical discipline. We were brought

to the very gates of Aceldama. The agents

of Rome were ready with their instruments of

death. Adored be the divine Spirit that

a^^'akened the rulers of the church to behold

the common danger, and raised in them gen-

erous resolutions and promises to exercise

charity and temper towards their brethren*

Glory to that God whose kind providence

sent us a deUverer,.and forbid England to be-

c:ome a field of blood and martyrdom : and
new songs of praise are still due unto divine

mercy, for establishing the person and heart

of our queen in the throne and the principles

of so glorious an example and predecessor.

Her gentle government subdues the hearts of

all her people to herself ; her charity joins

their affections to one another ; her parental

care and love reconciles christian parties, and
her wisdom unites christian nations.

IV. The last mischief I shall mention,

and which should fright us terribly from the

peril of it, is, that an uncharitable man wounds
the verif vHals of that religion^ by which he
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hopes for eternal life : and whilst his fur}

rages against his brother for accidental differ-

ences, he shakes the very foundations of his

own Christianity, and endangers or prevents

his own salvation ; his boasted orthodoxy in

opinion is made vain, while his practical un-

godlinesses are so real ; and his faith appears

to be little better than that of devils, when he

mingles so much of their malice with it. In

vain does he glory in the brightness of his no-

tions ; in vain doth he presume darkness is

pasty and the true light now shineth : for he

that sayeth^ he is in the lights and hateth his

brother y he abides in darkness^ even tillnoxVy

1 John ii. 8, 9.

Such a wisdom composed of mere opinion

and wrath can never lead -aright up to heaven,

for it did not descend from thence : The xvis-

dom that is from above is first pnre^ then

peaceable^ gentle^ easy to be intreated^ fidl of
mercy and good fruits^ without partiality^ and
without hypocrisy y and thefruit of righteons

-

7iess is so7vn i?i peace of them that makepeace

:

but ifye have bitter envying and strife in your
hearts^ glory not. Whatever your pretences

of truth be, this is but lying against the truth :

this wisdom descendeth notfrom above, but is

earthy^ sensual^ caxnaly.devilishy Jam. iii. 14,

^V. It is impossible there should be true

faith without sincere love : ifI understand all

mysteries, and have all knowledge^ if I speak
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iv'it/i the tongues ofmen and angels, and have

nilfaith, so that I ^^Id remove mountams, and
wei'e destitute of charity, my pretensions to

, religion are the ?nere sound of noisy brass, or

a ti7ikling cymbal, 1 Cor. xii. 1, 2. It is

such a charity that suffereth lojig, that is not

easily provoked, that beareth all things, and

believeth all things, that taketh all things in

the best sense, andthinketh no evil : it is such

a charity as this that is a substantial part of

our religion. Charity in the heart, is abso-

lutely required to make up inward Christiani-

ty ; and the appearance of it in the life is a

most necessary part of godliness.

It is true indeed, that all graces and virtues

are very imperfect in this present state, and

there is much of uncharitableness remaining in.

many a good man : but that man can never

be good that has no charity. Zelotus has

spent his life in declaiming against some lit-

tTe modes and gestures used in worship by

his fcUovv christians, or in imposing some un-

instituted cei'emonies on the consciences of

his brethren. He hath* stirred up the magis-

trate to persecute some of them to prisons,

and almost to death. He flattered his con-

science with hopes that his zeal for the

church should not only render him acceptable

at the last day, but provide him a large re-

ward : he now lies languishing upon a bed of

sickness, on the very borders of eternity^ and
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is terribly awakened to behold his own mis-

take ; while he stands within sight of the tri-

bunal of Christ, and the face of the judge, his

former practice appears to his conscience in it-j

true and frightful shape ; the fire that hath an-

imated hi in against his brethren, now flashes

in his sowl, and discovers its internal source ;

now -he dreads to be made an example of the

same vengeance among devils, with which he

hath pursued his fellow mortals ; he groans

out his last breath in bitter agonies ; cries to

the God of love for mercy upon his departing

spirit ; >and expires almost without hope.

He is gone. But we leave his soul to the

compassions of a God who can better pardon
his mighty errors, than he would forgive oth-

ers in their little mistakes.

Thus dreadfully hath this vice of unchari-

tableness prevailed against the honour of
Christianity, and the peace of mankind. Thus
sacrilegiouiily hath it taken away one of the

brightest '.marks of the best religion, and that

is love. It hath defaced the beauty of our ho-
ly profession, scandalized the sacred name
that we bear, made a slaughter-house of the

church of Christ, and deceived the souls of
men to their own eternal ruin.

Just as I had finished this essay, Pharisaino
happened to come into my study, and taking up
the first leaf, read the title, and was persuaded
this discourse must be written against himself.

6^
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'^ No (said I) there is not any man alive,

personally intended in these papers, but if

you please to peruse them, and shall apply the

characters to yourself, I hope you will confess

divine providence has led you into a convic-

tion of your false zeal." Pharisaino sat him
down immediately, and with a runwing eye
passed through every page. And though the

frequent wrinkle of his brow discovered his

inward chagrin and disgust, yet he paid me
many a ceremony ; and " behold (said he)

how language and fancy will dress up zeal

like a monster to fright men out of their fer-

vour of spirit."

" I have heard," added he, *' that you
have some skill in painting, pray draw me the

figure of this uncharitableness in just and
proper colours ; this monster which you
complain has so narrovv^d and disgraced, and
murdered Christianity." I will attempt it,

Phcmsaino^ if you will furnish me with a

sheet of large paper, and that of the fairest

kind, to represent the christian church in this

Avorld. First, I will pare it round, and re-

duce it to a very small compass ; then with

much ink I will stain the whiteness of it, and
deform if with many a blot ; at the next sit-

ting I will stab it through rudely with an iron

pen ; and w^hen I put the last hand to com-
plete the likeness, it shall be smeared over

with blood.
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APPENDIX

TO THE FIRST EDITION.

Added by the Br. hi ins elf.

IF the scandal and cruelty of an uncharita-

ble temper have not been described in char-

acters sufficiently frightful, it must be impu-
ted to a want of skill in the hand that attempt-

ed it, for there is no want of formidable fea-

tures in the vice itself. Perhaps a little and
unknown pen hath not force enough to wage
successful war against this mighty iniquity ;

and the printer, in two or three vacant pages,

permits me to call in the aid of some great

and well known names : names who fought

against it in their lives, who being dccid, yet

speak, and plead heartily that it may be de-

stroyed. They espoused the criuse of charity

with a warm zeal, being persuaded that it

made a considerable part of our religion, and
that the contrary humour was destructive to

all that is called christian.

Since this infection is not confined to one
party of men, but hath spread itself wide
through all christian societies among us, I

have taken the liberty in the foregoing leaves

to strike at it wheresoever I found it ; and
those ^^'ho hide this venom in their heart still,

to whatsoever tribe tliey belong, let them hear

the words of their dead fathers : let tlnera
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blush at their own folly, and no longer refuse

to be healed.

Archbishop Tillotson in his works in folio,

page 217, acquaints us that " other sects-

were distinguished by little opinions, or by.

some external rites and observances in relig-

ion ; but our Saviour pitches upon that which
is the most substantial, the most large and
extensive, the most useful and beneficial, the

most humane and the most divine quality of

which we are capable, and that is love." And
D. 126, he declares that '' uncharitableness is

as bad an evidence, either of a true christian

or a true church, as a man w^ould w'ish.

Damning of men is a very hard thing, and
therefore whenever we do it, the case must be
wonderfully plain." And p. 364, '* we
should rather be contented to err a little on
the favourable and charitable part ; than to be
mistaken on the censorious and damning side.

Our blessed Saviour frames his parables with

a remarkable bias to the charitable side, to

reprove the uncharitableness of the Jews, who
positively excluded all the rest of mankind be-

sides themselves, from all hopes of salvation.

An odious temper, which to the infinite scan-

dal of the christian name and profession hath

prevailed upon some christians to a notorious

degree."

Dr. Owen in his discourse of the person of

Christ, p. 222, saith, '' one christian who is
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meek, humb.^
j^-j-^^j^ patient and iiseiul unto

all, that conde..^i-^(js to the ignorance, weak-
nesses, and infinities of others, that passes

by provocations, i-i.^ies and contempt with
patience and with ^\<^ncQ, (unless where the

glory and truth of Goccail for a just vindica-

tion) that pitieth all sortsc^f nien in their fail-

ings and miscarriages, wh^ is free from jeal-

ousies and evil surmises, ttx^t loveth what is

good in all men ; and all men^ even wherein
they are not good, nor do good-, (toth more
express the virtuesand excellencies of Christ,

than thousands can do with the most magnifi-

cent works of piety or liberality where this

frame is wanting in them. For men- to pre-

tend to follow the example of Christ, and in

the mean time to be proud, wrathful, envious,

bitterly zealous, calling for fire from heaven
tQ destroy men, or fetching it themselves

from hell, is to cry, hail unto him, and to

crucify him afresh unto their power."
Mr. Baxter in his christian directorv, part

1*. p. 40, writes thus :
*' surely if the very

life^ godliness lay not much in unity and
love, we should never have had such words
spoken of it as you find in scripture. Love
is to the soul as our natural heat is to the

body ; whatever destroys it, destroys life ;

and therefore cannot be for our good. Be cer.

tain, that that opinion, course, or motion, tends

to death that tends to abate your love to your
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brethren, much more, which '^^^^ pretence

of zeal, provoketh you to Jiate^^^'^^l
hurt them.''

And a httle after,
"''

to Hm^ ^^^ ^^^^ church to

your party, and deny all-*^ '^^Y ^^ ^^^ ^"^^1 to*

be christians and pa-s of the universal

church, is schism b' ^'<^^^^g^^'^"^. ^^^^^^^ ^^

ehaiity." And p. ^i- ^'^ asserts, it " a most

dangerous thing t^ a young convert to be en-

snared in a s^t : it will, before you are

aware, posse<^ you with a feverish sinful

zeal for {he opinions and interest of that sect.

It will mpKC you bold in bitter invectives and

censures against those that differ from them.

It will corrupt your church-communion, and

fill your very prayers with partiality and hu-

man passions : it will secretly bring malice

under the name of zeal into your minds and

w ords : in a word, it is a secret but deadly en-

emy to christian love and peace. Let them
that are w^iser and more orthodox and godly

than others, shew it as the holy ghosl directs

them," Jam, iii. 13, &c.

The Baptists in their appendix to their con-

fession of faith, 1677, say, " the discliarge of

our own consciences, in point of baptism,

doth not any ways disoblige or alienate our
affections or conversation from any others

that fear the Lord ; but that we may and
do (as we have opportunity) participate of
the labours of those whom God hath endued
with abilities above ourselves, and qualified
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and called to the ministry of the word ; ear-

nestly desiring to approve ourselves to be
such as follow after peace with holiness ; and
.therefore we always keep that blessed Irenicum
or healing word of the apostle before our
eyes," Phil. iii. 15, 16. And at the end of

the appendix they declare, '' that in as much
as these things (viz.) modes of baptism, &:c.

are not of the essence of Christianity, but that

w^e agree in the fundamental doctrines thereof,

we do apprehend there is sufficient ground to

lay aside all bitterness and prejudice, and in

the spirit of love and meekness to embrace
and own each other therein ; leaving each

other at liberty to perform such other ser-

vices (wherein we cannot concur) apart unto

God, according to the best^o^jpur understan-

ding." "'.
',

'



ESSAY II.

OF THE DIFFICULTIES IN SCRIPTURE, AND THE DIF-

FERENT OPINIONS OF CHRISTIANS IN THINGS LESS

NECESSARY.

SECT. I.

si short Account of these Difficulties.

CONCERNING the doctrines and duties

which peculiarly belong to the new testameut,

I have generally concluded this to be a good
rule of judgment, that, according to the de-

gree of their importance or necessity to salva-

tion, such is commonly the degree of their ev-

idence ; and the frequency of their repetition

is, for the most part, proportionable to their|

usefulness. Those great truths of our relig-

ion, and those practices of Christianity, with-

out which we cannot be saved, arc described

in the word of God in large and fair charac-

ters, so that he who runs may read thein.

These visions and revelations of the mind and

will of God our sovereign, are written and
made plain upon the tables of the evangelists,

or of the apostles, Heh. ii. 2. they are not

mentioned once and briefly, but many page
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explain and repeat them ; they stand in a di-

vine and convincing light, and may easily be
understood by those who wish a humble and
teachable spirit, inquire what they must be-

lieve and do, in order to please God.
This remark is much confirmed by that

promise which assures us, that it should be so
in gospel-times. The high-way to heaven is

so plain, that the xvay-faring men^ or stran-

gers, though they be fools in understanding,

shall not err therein, Isai. xxxv. 8. A man
that labours in his daily calling, in the city or

the field, or a servant in the lowest rank of
life, may, v\dth due application in their vacant
moments, be acquainted with the necessary

truths and duties of our religion ; besides

that, the spirit of God is promised to sincere

and diligent seekers, to faithful and humble
inquirers, and shall be bestowed sufficiently to

inform them of the sure way to eternal life,

Prov. ii. 1. 6. If thou criest after knowledge,
and liftest up thy voice for understanding, if
thou seekest her as silver, and searchestfor her
asfor hid treasures, then shalt thou understand
the fear of the Lord, and find the knowledge

of God, Luke xi. 13. Your heavenlyfather
shall give the holy spirit to them that ask him.

And the spirit is se?it to guide the faithful into

all truth, John xvi. 13.

The wisdom, the equity, and the goodness
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of God, seem all to concur in fixing matters

of necessary belief and practice in this situa-

tion, i. e. that they should be often and plainly

expressed. If there be any particular doctrine

or duty which I find written but in one sin-

gle text of scripture, or expressed but darkly,

I should reasonably conclude the great God
never designed that doctrine, or that duty, to

be of very great importance in the christian

life : for a dark expression is nmch more ea-

sily mistaken, as to the true sense of it ; and a

single text is more liable to be tniscopied, or

dropped by a transcriber, or be ?n2sco?2strued by
a translator, or ove?'seen arid neglected by a

common reader or hearer ; and the great God
would not put matters of high importance on
so doubtful and dangerous a foot, and leave

things necessar}^ at such uncertainties, lest

honest and humble inquirers should, after all

their pains, mistake their w^ay to heaven.

A sudden thought of the form and order of

baptism, prescribed to us, Math, xxviii. 18.

made me at first suspect, that there must be
one exception made to this rule, about the

frequent repetition of any doctrine or duty

necessary to salvation ; but upon a further

consideration and review of things it appears

evident to me now, that though tliis appoint-

ment of the form of baptism was prescribed to

be done in the name ofthe Holy Spirit, as well

Qs of the Father and the Son, yet it was by no
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and therefore there was no necessity of having

it often repeated. Let us consider,

1st, That the appointment of it is but once
expressed, and that by one holy writer, and
there is never an actual example or instance

of this complete form of baptism practised in

any place of scripture. Observe that re-

markable text, Acts xix. !2, where St. Paul
inquired of the young converts that were
baptised at Ephesus, have yoii received the Ho-
ly Ghost since you believed? and they said unto

him, we have not so mucli as heard whether
there be any Holy Ghost. He then inquired,,

unto what were ye baptised ? and they said,

unto Johi's baptism ; and Paul had told them
that John taught them, that they should believe

on him that should come after him, that is,

in Christ Jesus : when they heard this, they

were baptised in the name of the Lord Jesus,

Whether they were baptised in the name of

the Holy Spirit, or not, is not actually expres-

sed ; which is something strange, when that

was the chief point of inquiry concerning

their baptism into the Holy Ghost.

Here also it may be observed, that those

who were here baptised, Acts xix. 5, 6, im-

mediately received the Holy Ghost ; whence it

may be very probably inferred, that some
persons were baptised with the Holy Ghost
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itself, who V. ere not actually baptised into the

name of the Holy Ghost.

Consider 2dly, When the business of bap-

tism is mentioned in several places in the

epistles, it is generally declared that baptism

was performed in the name of the Lord Jesus,

Rom. vi. 3, so many of you as were baptised

into Jesus Christ were baptised into his death,

Gal. iii. 27. As many of you as have been

baptised into Christ, 1 Cor. xii. 13. By one

spirit \VQ are baptised into one body, i. e.

Christ as in the foregoing verse, but I can

iind no mention of the disciples being baptised

into the Holy Ghost.

3dly, Though I am ready to believe from
man}^ expressions in the primitive history of

the church, that the baptisers did usually keep

to this form of v/ords, / baptise thee in the

name of the Father', of the Son, and of the

Holy Ghost, yet it is evident from a long ac-

count which Grotius gives upon this text,

Matt, xxviii. 18, that they used divers forms,

that is, they sometimes expressed the Father

by a periphrasis, the God of all, oi' the God of
the whole, the God andfather of the xvhole,

sometimes the Son was expressed by the xvord,

or the only begotten Son of God : sometimes
the Holy Ghost was expressed by the spirit

who inspired the propliets,

I might add, that upon their profession of

the chrisdan religion, sometimes it is called
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the profession of the re7nission of sins, or the

catholick church or everlastifig life, but they

never made a scruple of their being rightly

baptised into salvation upon any of these ac-

counts ; and I am persuaded that had the

apostles themselves, or the primitive chris-

tians, thought it necessary to salvation, the

form of baptism Avould have been more ex-

press in the history of it, and been more par-

ticularly repeated.

I think therefore the rule may stand good
still, that where a doctrine or a duty is men-
tioned but in one single place of the scripture,

it cannot be of absolute necessity to salvation.

I hope the reader will forgive this long di-

gression, and then proceed.

On the'*other hand, where particular truths

or duties are often repeated in scripture, and
very plainly expressed in several places, it is

hardly possible that they should be subject to
these inconveniencies. It is not to be suppos-
ed that the transcribers of the new testament

should make the same mistake in every
place, where these propositions are mention-
ed ; that they should drop them out of every
chapter ; that the translator should miscon-
strue them in every text ; or that their mis-
construction should always seem to make
good sense in every context where they
stand ; or finally that the - hearer or reader
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should always overlook them when they are

found in so many passages, and so often oc-

cur to his ear or eye.

But it is very apj)arent, and all men must
acknowledge that matters of less moment, and
things not necessary, are not mentioned so of-

ten : and when they a^e mentioned, the scrip-

ture sometimes gives no determination or

positive injunctions about them ; nor do the

apostles determine the smaller controversies

with that plain, exact, and positive method of

speech, which you find them use in the most
substantial truths and duties. If we read the

14th chap, to the Romans, it must convince

us of this assertion. St. Paul does not there

decide the little controversies about observa-

tions of meats and days, but seems to leave

them to charity. Nor are the lesser points of

Christianity half so often mentioned, or urged

with half so much vehemence, as the grand

duties of faith and love, repentance and holi-

ness. In matters of lower concernmentamong
the formalities and modes of religion, or even
in some higher articles, whose circumstances

and logical relations are not necessary to sal-

vation, the scripture has its dusnoeta et fere

aluta^ as divines call them, i. e. almost insol-

vable difficulties and things, very hard to be
understood by men in this state, at least by
pommon readers.
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Sometimes the matter is so sublime, so un-
like all mortal affairs, and so divinely superior

to every thing here below, that perhaps it was
not possible to describe it fully and plainly in

human words : and the more enlightened the

writer or speaker was, the deeper and more
inexpressible might some of the truths be
which he reveals. Our Saviour has made
some such discoveries at the latter end of his

prayer in the ITth of St. John's gospel. Such
are the doctrines of the union or oneness of
Christ ivith God hisfather^ and the oneness or

union of the saints with God and Christ.

Some things are constrained to be expressed
in a human way less suitable to their own dig-

nity, and yet even then they are not perfectly

easy to be understood, for earthly metaphors
will not convey to our thoughts a full idea of

things divine and heavenly. When Christ

had been teaching Nicodemus the doctrine of

regeneration, John iii. 12, he adds, ifI have

told you earthly things and ye believe not^ how
shall ye believe if I tell you of heavenly

things ? The apostle Paul, the most enlighten-

ed of all mere men, saw and heard some
things among his visions and revelations, that

were unutterable^ 2 Cor. xii. And some
things which he has published for the use of

the church, according to the wisdom given to

him^ are hard to be understood^ as St. Peter

himself assures us, 2 Peter iii. 16.
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Again, I might take notice that in matters

which are prophetical, both in the old testa-

ment and in the new, there are maHy dark ex-

pressions, many parables and hard figures of

speech, which are made use of to express and
convey some general and indistinct ideas of

future events, which were not fit to be more
fully revealed in that day, and which only the

'accomplishment was designed to explain in

the future days or ages. JVhen these things

are come to pass, thai shall ye know that I
haveforetold them, John xiii. 19, and xiv. 29,

and xvi. 4.

The spirit of God, for wise ends, hath ex-

pressed some things in particular seasons,

whether doctrinal or prophetical, in obscure

phrases, capable of a double interpretation.

Other things are very briefly hinted, and the

holy writer doth but just glance at them in

passing, and does not dwell upon them long

enough to explain them, that being not his

present chief design.

Some words are so ambiguous and of vari-

ous meaning in the same chapter, that it is not

easy to determine their precise sense in each
verse ; and these words also transferred into

oiu' language may not have the same different

meanings as d:ie original, and perhaps too,

may be determined to the wrong sense by
the translators ; but the vulgar can read only
their ov*n language, and 'their judgments are
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determined by the translator's opinion. The
various meanings put on the words 7iomos the

law, ekklesia the church, cheirotoneo to ordain,

episkopos a bishop or overseer, ^c, sufficient-

ly prove this.

Besides, the sense of many a scripture de-

pends not merely on the literal construction

of the words, but on the knowledge of the

context, and on the consideration of the scope

and design of the writer, and perhaps the

deeper design of the spi' it of God that inspir-

ed him : it depends on the character of the

person that writes, and on the character and

condition of the persons to whom he writes,

into what errors or evil practices they were

fallen, at what times, and under what circum-

stances these things fell out : all which it is

impossible every mechanick should know^

and but few scholars are well acquainted with :

these difficulties in scripture occasion different

opinions among the readers ; and because

each would impose his sense upon all the

rest of christians, a thousand quarrellingyb/zo5

have sprung from this source.

There is- another difficulty and shade of

darkness which falls upon many texts of

scripture, and particularly in the new testa-

ment, from the extraordinary actions and

modes of action in the primitive and inspired

times. It is certain that some things record-

ed in the acts of the apostles, and occasionally
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spoken of in the epistles, refer only to the ex-

traordinary and inspired transactions of those

miraculous times, and cannot be imitated by
us : such are the communication of gifts by
the imposition of hands, the healing the sick

by anointing with oil, the multitude of useful

speakers in one assembly, the talking various

languages in publick worship if an interpreter

were present, &c. It is as certain also, that

some things are recorded in some of those

scriptures, as patterns and directions for our
imitation in all ages. Such are the ordinan-

ces of baptism and the Lord's supper, the

choice of deacons, the ordination of overseers

or bishops, the practice of occasional commu-
nion, Sec. But there are some circumstances

relating to these actions, concerning which it

is hard to determine how far they belong to

the extraordinaiy affairs of that day, and how
far they are rules for our conduct in ordinary

cases.

Now from all these differences have arisen

many laborious and angry volumes of noise.

and wrangle about the mint, the annise, and
the cummin, about the dress and the fringes

of religion, which have vexed the learned

world, and disquieted and divided the church
of Christ.

Notwithstanding all these difficulties in

scripture, and the divided sentiments of men
about them ; yet there is no room for the Pa-
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pish doctrine of the insufficiency of the holy

scriptures ; no need of any Hving judge of
conti'oversies, or a seat of infallibility on
earth ; for the grand doctrines and duties

which are necessary to salvation, such as re-

pentance toward God, faith in the Lord Jesus
Christ, as a prophet, a high-priest, and a king,

the necessity of universal holiness, pardon of

sin through the blood of Christ, the resurrec-

tion of the dead, and eternal rewards and pun-
ishments in the world to come ; all these, I

say, are written down in scripture, in as plain

and express a manner as the nature and im-
portance of them required ; and about these

things persons of a sober, humble, and honest

mind cannot well mistake, if they are diligent

in their inquiry, and seek wisdom of that God
who gives liberally, and upbraids us not with

our own folly.

Not only are all matters necessary to salva-

tion written plain enough for every reader, but
we have also, as I hinted before, the promise
of the assistance of the holy spirit to teach us

to understand all such revelations, that sincere

and diligent men may not be suffered to fall

into such a mistake as to fail of acceptance

with God. Nay, further, we have good en-

couragement to hope, that even in some
things on which salvation doth not necessari-

ly depend, but are only designed to promote
the farther sanctification and comfort, peace
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and hope of the church, the spirit of God will

often assist the upright and humble seeker,

yet still there will remain difficulties enough

to exercise inquisitive souls, for I find no cer-

tain promise, that God will always satisfy ev-

ery sincere inquirer in the full meaning of all

difficult texts.

" I glorify thee, O my God, that thou hast

not confined the knowledge of thyself to the

wdse and the learned world, but hast written

down the way of salvation so plain, that a

child may read and attain it. Let the scribes

and doctors and criticks of the age wrangle

about the pins of the tabernacle, and the seats

in the synagogue, let them contend, even to

blood, about the ofs, the ands, and the moreo-

vers of the bible, my soul shall dwell in peace,

and rest on these pillars of safety, even the

great and evident doctrines of the christian

faith. I thank thee, O Father, Lord ofheav-
en and earth, that thou hast revealed thyself

and tliy Son wito babes, and hast not made it a

matter of wit and criticism to be a christian.

The foolish ami the base, and the weak things

of this world are chosen to salvation, and they

understand, and believe, and practise all the

necessary articles, while they may differ from
each other, in some lesser forms of worship

and discipline, and are not able to maintain an

argument on either side."

What is here asserted concerning the sub-
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stance of some of the less necessary articles of

our religion (viz.) that they are somewhat ob-

scurely expressed in scripture ; the same
may be applied also to the circumstantial top-

icks, to the appendices, and the logical rela-

tions even of the greatest and most necessary

points of Christianity, as I hinted before.

Though the practice of repentance, and the

promises of pardon ; though justification by
faith, and the death of Christ as a ransom for

sinners, are so often and so plainly affirmed ;

yet it is not affirmed so often, nor so plain in

scripture, what logical relation faith bears to

our justification ; whether it is a condition, as

some make it, or a receiving instrument, as

others suppose : nor is it so indisputably and
so evidently Avritten in the word of God,
whether Christ died as a conditional atone-

ment for all sin, and a purchaser of salvation

in general for all that are willing to accept it,

or whether as a strict representative only of
the elect, and to procure neither absolute nor
conditional pardon for any sins but theirs.

It is evident beyond all doubt, that where
ihe gospel comes, he that believes shall be sav-

ed :, but whether faith saves us as it is a mere
dependance on divine grace, or on the priest-

hood of Christ, or ^vhether it saves us rather

as a hearty belief of the gospel and the grace
of it, even such a belief as comes to be the

8



86

spring of our repentance and our holiness,

this is not so exceeding evident as to leave no
room for controversy.

It is abundantly revealed in holy scripture,

that without repentance of our sins we can

never be saved, nor shall any of our iniquities

be forgiven without a sincere conversion to

God ; but to declare with utmost exactness

and full assurance what logical relatioji our

repentance bears to our pardon, scripture hath

not taught us quite so fully, nor so clearly de-

scribed it.

It is siifficiently plain to every reader of the

bible, that holiness of heart and life is of abso-

lute necessity to our entrance into heaven, for

-without holiness no 7nan can see God: but how
far, and in what precise sense this holiness

.and obedience to the commands of God can

give a right to enter into thegates of the city^

is something harder to determine ; or what is

that sort of right or title which our own sin-

cere obedience gives us to the immediate pos-

session of blessedness, though we are fully

assured from several places in the word of

God, it is very different from the right which
we obtain by the obedience and sufferings of

Christ.

In some places the sacred writer seems to

mention one doctrine, while he is pursuing

some one subject with warmth and zeal ; in

other places of scripture thp contrary seems
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to be signified or hinted ; now both these in

the literal sense, and without limitation, can-

not be true : and which of these two texts

must be reduced to the other, by certain dis-

tinctions and limitations in order to a recon-

ciliation, is not so easy always to determine :

for in some instances it may happen, that the

proposition which is but implied in one text,

is nearer the truth than another proposition

w^hich seems to be expressed in another place

;

w^hich can only be decided by a due survey of

tlie context, and the different designs of the

writer, and a comparison of other scriptures.

Therefore if we will dispute about these

solemn subjects, let our warmest zeal and our

sharpest weapons be engaged against those

adversaries of the gospel, who attempt to ruin

the foundations of it ; let us contend mosjt

earnestly for the defence of what God most
obviously and incontestibly reveals ; but our

coolest debates, our cai"rdour and charity, rather

than fierceness, should be employed about the

points of more dubious discovery : at best we
should maintain great moderation so long,

till we find the lesser errors spreading like a

secret gangrene, and drawing along with them
dismal consequences, till they are observed to

infect the more substantial parts of godliness,

and endanger the vitals and very essence of

Christianity.

Jf our reverend fathers and brethren h^e
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shewn a fiery zeal about these lesser errors, I

would persuade myself their chief motive was
a suspicion of danger and ruin to the gospel

itself, in the liberty, in the purity, and in the

glory of it, if they should have connived at

these lesser mistakes, or treated them with a

cold indifference : and it is possible that

sometimes they might have reason for their

suspicion and their zeal, though it may be

confessed they were but men, and their fer-

vour might sometimes exceed due bounds.

But, in general, as to these meaner points,

77ioderation is our duty : whereto xve have at-

tained^ let us walk by the same ride ^ and ifany

he otherwise minded, God in his most proper

season will reveal it also to them, Phil. iii. 15,

16. It is as if the blessed apostle had said,

that those who trust only in Christ and his

righteousness, as the ground of their accep-

tance before God, shall be joyfully received

to join their right hand of fellowship with

mine ; and if they do but pursue holhiess

sincerely from the plainer motives of Chris-

tianity, though they are not well acquainted

with those most noble principles of it (viz.)

comjuun'on with a suffering, dying, and rising

Saviour as a representative,pledge, andpattern

of spiritual dying to sin, and resurrection into

holiness, which are contained in v. 10, yet I

will not disturb them about it, but hope God
will discover it to them in his time.
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Yet further, as the great doctrines of Chris-

tianity and the necessary duties of it, are very

much distinguished from the less necessary

points, and the circumstantials of those duties,

by their greater evidence and clearness of rev-

elation ; so the more substantial parts of the

worship appointed in the gospel, may be dis-

tinguished from the less important modes and
circumstances. Solemn prayer unto God,
preaching of the word, administration of the

ordinances, baptism and the Lord's supper,

and a due attendance thereon, are plainly and
certainly required of us that assume the name
of christians in our sacred assemblies. But
whether we may borrow assistance from com-

p osed forms in preaching, praying, and* other

administrations ; or whether we must re-

nounce all use of forms, books and notes to

aid our invention, memory, and expression in

prayers and sermons, are mere accidental

matters, and not written in scripture with so

.express a pen. So whether the person bap-

tised must be sprinkled or immersed, and
whether the communicants at the Lord's table

must sit, or lean, stand, or kneel, are less es-

sential considerations, and have been the sub-
jects of dubious inquiry.

Again, in the constitution, order, and gov-
ernment of a church, the same distinctions

may be made also. That persons professing
8^-
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the name of Christ should agree to walk and
worship together at stated seasons in the fel-

lowship of the gospel, seems to be a demand of

the law of nature, and sufficiently confirmed by
many directions or examples in positive ex-

pressions of scripture too ; that every such
congregation of faithful people, or voluntary

society of christians, is a church of Christ ;

that they ought to seclude or put away from
their number, the grossly ignorant, the scanda-

lous and the profane, and to withdraw'fiom
those that walk disorderly ; that there should

be persons appointed to minister to them in

holy things, and that the society should hon-

our and maintain them ; all these seem to

be plain and undoubted duty.

But whether this society may receive and ex-

cludemembers without or against the consent of

their pastor ; whether there must be any elders

in a church distinct from and inferior to the pas-

tor or bishop ; whether the minister needs

the imposition of the hands of several presby-

ters, or the superior episcopal consecration ;

or whether he be sufficiently ordained by the

choice of the society, his solemn acceptance,

and his own and their devoting him to God in

that office by fasting and prayer ; these things

are not quite so evident in the writings of the

new testament. And while we are required

to have no fellowship with the openly wicked,

though they are pretended professors of re-
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iigion, yet we are commanded to receive the

weak in the faith\ ttliA to hold communion
with them in coilim^n Christianity, though
we may all differ in doubtful disptitatio7is.

SECT. II.

Aji Insurrection of contending Christians.

I am easily aware that the men of heat and
party, will lift up their hands in wonder, when
they read this catalogue and distinction of the

affairs of Christianity. I see them , already

kindling into rage against me ; they encom-
pass my tent and proclaim war. And upon a

review of their numbers, their insurrection

and their zeal, I cannot find an advocate want-
ing for any one sect or party among the com-
mon professors of the religion of Christ in

England. I see there Merges and his neigh-

bour Asperigo ; I find Sedentiiis and Genicola

both there ; Piscopion^ Classicus^ and Antipas

are come thither also. Each of them a prince

of their tribe, and either a head or a very for-

ward member of the family of their fathers.

Just so the children of Israel began to de-

nounce war against their brethren Gad and
Reuben, when they built an altar of witness

to maintain their communion with the rest of

their tribes, while they were dissentei's only in
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point of habitation, and d>velt beyond Jordan :

these party-men are full: of faith and certainty

in every opinion ; they, embrace none as

brethren in Christ who do not wear their garb

and li^^ery, and talk not exactly in their lan-

guage and phrases, nor will they hold com-
munion with those that dissent from them in

the least punctilios of the form or worship of

christians. " If men depart from the truth,

( say they) they are in the way of error ; and it

is all one whether they depart little or much,
since they have forsaken the truth,we ought to

forsake them."
These w^arm zealots are not used to admit of

any doubt in the smallest circumstantials of

religion, and because they have learnt of their

teachers to affirm all their tenets with equal

confidence, they believe that the scripture re-

veals them all vyith equal evidence. A meta-

phor smiling upon their practice, is an ex-

press command. They can read their indis-

pensable duty in a single and dubious exam-

.

pie. A remote conclusion^ of their o\vn

drawing, at the end of a long chain of conse-

quences, gives them resistless conviction, and
appears in their eye as bright, though distant,

as the morning-star. A circumstance or two
of matter of fact determines their judgment
unchangeably, for or against an opinion,

which at most is but feebly favoured by those

very circumstances ; a little criticism, on a
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single Greek word in some single text of
scripture, becomes a firm foundation for their

faith : th ey force some text or other to prove
every thi ng which th.ey say, and when they

have imp osed their sense on the words of the

holy writers, they are sure the evangehsts and
the apostles are of their mind. Each of them
have picked up some scraps of the arguments
of their party, and they fancy themselves well

equipped and furnished for the defence of the

truth.

Merges^ a very honest man in the main, is

newly come out of the water, and glovvs all

over with zeal and assurance, that there can

be no baptism without plunging : he makes
a mere jest of baby-sprinklings and declares

that if we are not covered with water, we are

not buried with Christ^- No honest man, says

he, could ever doubt that John's disciples

were immersed at Enon, for the scriptures say,

there was much water there ^ John iii. 23.

Asperigo^ a bold talker, is as confident that

sprinkling, or pouring w^ater on the head, is a

true method of baptism, and is ready to say

severe things against the practice of immer-
sion, as if it were not only needless, but, as

they are ready to call it, foolish and sinful.

It is plain, saith he, in the word of God,
that the apostles " were baptised with the

spirit, which can never mean that they were

dipped or plunged into the spirit, but only that
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the spirit was poured out upon them :" and
when tlie Israelites xvere baptised i?ito Moses,
it is plain they were only sprinkled 7vith the

clotid a?id the sea, Matt. iii. 11. compared with

Acts ii. 3, 17. and 1 Cor. x. 2. and therefore,

says he, I wonder that any man should be so

weak as to give himself the trouble of dip-

ping when he has such texts as these to prove
sprinkling.

Sedentms, a weak and warm dissenter, is

just come from St. Paul's cathedral : being
urged by great curiosity, with much ado he
obtained leave of his conscience to go thither

and see men receive the Lord's supper kneel-

ing : as he returns, he is almost ready to pro-

nounce damnation against the organs and
singing-men, for they are all, saith he, the

limbs of Antichrist : he whispers damnation
against these idolaters that bow before a piece

of bread ; for they look as though they wor-
shipped the host, and belonged to RomiC. He
is very positive that sitting is a posture of ab-

solute necessity in that ordinance, for Jesus
and his disciples dtd sif and eat, Mark* xiv. 8.

1 Cor. xi. 20, and since it is called the supper

of the Lord, we must sit down while we par-

take of it, for every child knows that men are

never wont to kneel at supper.

On the other hand, Genicola hates the Pres-
byterians for their scandalous irreverence at

the sacrament :
" What," saitli he, " dare any
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man use so clownish and so rude a gesture as
sitting, when he receives the seal of tlie pardon
of his sins, and the emblems of the body and
blood of Christ V and he forbids all such
worshippers from his communion with this

sentence, '' Procul, procul este, profani ;''

i. e. *' hence, ye profane creatures," though
he can hardly pretend to bring one text of
scripture for his own practice. He is sure
also that the surplice is a sign or token of pu-
rity, and, as our reformers teach, ought to be
worn at prayer, for we must lift up hands of
purity and innocence when we come before,

God ; and he finds the long white garment
in these words, let all things be done decently

nnd in order^ 1 Cor. xiv. 40.

To me, saith Piscopion, it is as clear as the

light, that no man can be a minister of Christ

unless the hands of a superior man, even a

diocesan bishop, have been upon his head ;

and all the preachings and ministrings of such
a presumptuous wretch, who was not thus
ordained, are but vain babblings, empty tri-

:fles, and impudent usurpations in the name
of the Lord : for thus saith the common pray-

er book, which was made by saints and mar-

tyrs, "it is evident unto all men, diligently

reading holy scripture and ancient authors,

that from the apostles' time there have been

these orders of ministers in Christ's church ;

bishops, priests, and deacons." Thus he
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proceeds triumphant where the civil govern-

ment is on his side, and will yield to no man
in argument or dispute.

Classiciis arises in warm opposition to pre-

lacy, and asserts it an indisputable truth, that

no minister of Christ is superior to another :

<« I read, saith he, in my bible, no distinction

between bishops and presbyters ; they are the

same officers in scripture : and the power of

synods is so plainly instituted at the council

of Jerusalem, Acts xv. that I am amazed this

should be esteemed a matter of doubt or diffi-

culty ; and I am well assured of this, because

Timothy had the hands of the presbytery laid

upon him, 1 Tim. iv. 14. There is no man
above or below a presbyter has any thing to

do in ordaining ministers since the apostles

are dead."

Antipas growls impatient at these bold as-

sertions, and asserts with as much boldness,

that the power of ordaining all sorts of officers

in the church belongs properly to the breth-

ren of a single congregation, and none besides

have any authority to meddle with it, since

the race of inspired men are dead and gone :

the brethren have all the power in their hands,

and it is the church or congregation alone

that has any manner of right to choose and
approve and establish its own pastors, elders,

overseers and deacons : for is it not said,

Acts vi. 3. look you out among you seven 7nen,
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&c. And if this be done at the choice of

deacons, why not of elders too ? The learned

say, that the word in Greek, which is used for

ordaining of elders, signifies the choice or

lifting up the hands of the brethren to vote for

them. Whatsoever particulars are disputed

in church government, the power of the peo-
ple must be ever acknowledged and received

as a fundamental and immoveable truth.

Among all these combatants there is not
one but is so positive in his own sentiments,

that one would think they had received all

their opinions by inspiration, or that Christ

and his apostles had been precisely of their

party, and had written their opinions down in

express letters and syllables. And not only
are they so assured of the truth of their ten-

ets, but the vast importance of them too : and
each of them grows angry that his own par-

ticular opinion should be reckoned among the

less evident or the less important points of

religion : their fury boils high, and their

mistaken zeal and warm ferment of their pas-

sion swell every punctilio to a mountain, and
make every particle of their opinions funda-

mental : they do not observe how their swift

career and violence carries each of them be-

side or beyond their text, and thus they are

sometimes hurried on beside the goal of

truth, and I am persuaded their assurance al-

9
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ways runs too fast for their evidence, and
reaches far beyond it.

They commend and practice vehemence as

a virtue, and so far forget their bible as to be-

lieve all moderation to be a mere spirit of in-

difference, and unworthy of a good christian.

They all maintain opposite notions, yet, by
their temper and conduct, they all seem to

approve each other's zeal for his own party,

and with one consent they vote me a mere
latitudinarian, a lukewarm professor, a citizen

of Laodicea, who has not a spark of zeal for

the gospel of Christ, tlie worship or the disci-

pline of his church.

My dear zealous friends, be calm a little,

and let me speak before I am condemned. I

do not deny many of these things which I

call less important to be some way discovered

in the new testament, though not in so ex-

press and plain a language as you suppose.

The chief concerns of the christian church

are so far prescribed by positive rules, by
examples or just inferences, that a serious

reader, who is attentive and unbiassed, and

who will exercise his reasoning powers, may
find sufficient notices of all necessary truth

and duty : according to my measure of light

I humbly hope I have found it, and thereby

regulate my practice.

But still it must be granted, that things less

necessary are not so plainly described as the
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greater and more substantial parties of relig-

ion, nor graven in characters so large and ob-

vious that every one must needs discern

them. Christ Jesus hath been as faithful in

his house as Moses was, and has delineated

the form, pattern and order of it, so far as in-

finite wisdom thought necessary to carry on
the grand designs of grace and the gospel :

but some of the lesser pins in this spiritual

tabernacle are not so graphically decyphered,

as that every child may tell whether they

must be round or square. There is nothing

of so much weight depends upon them, and
therefore there was no need for them to be so

expressly described under the new testament,

wherein bodily exercise profits little^ but wor-

ship and religion consist more in what is spir-

itual and invisible.*

Upon the whole then, since there are differ-

ent degrees of evidence and clearness, where-
with some of the doctrines of faith, and the

rules of worship and order in the new testa-

ment are expressed,there ought also to be found
in us diiferent degrees of assent or assurance,

wherewith we should receive these doctrines,

or these rules of duty : for it is a certain and
eternal rule of logick or reason, that " our as-

• See the essay on the reasons why the worship of christian
churches is not so particulurly prescribed as the Jewish,which
you may find in the treatise about the holiness of times, places
and persons.



100

sent to any ' proposition ought to be firm or

feeble, just in proportion to the diiFerent de-

grees of evidence, whether they be brighter or

more obscure."

Here then is a plain and pretty general rule

given us, whereby w^e may judge whether any
particular opinion or practice be more or less

important, and consequently whether our zeal

for it should be warmer or cooler, viz. Is the

evidence of this practice, or this truth in

scripture more bright or cloudy ? according

to the light of evidence, such generally should

our zeal be. Violence and fierce contention

among christians, especially about matters of

lesser moment, or of doubtful dispute, are in-

finitely scandalous to the christian name ; and
as they tend to ruin and destroy the churches

of Christ, so in all ages they have greatly

grieved the souls of those who who love the

interests of Christianity, and wish well to Sion.

SECT. III.

Scnic Reasons nvhy these Differeiices are permitted to

arise among Christiaiis.

If it would not offend my readers, I would

here come to an ingenuous confession, that

the different sentiments and dreadful quarrels

of christians about some of the lesser things

of religion, and the dark and dubious expres-
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sions in scripture, wherein some parts of our

religion are revealed, have sometimes been a

sore temptation and sorrow to my heart, so

that I have wished these doubtful disputables

had been more clearly determined there. I

have been plunged into the briars of this per-

plexity, when I have seen persons of devout
soul, serious and humble, dissent so widely

from each other, both in opinion and practice,

and that in matters of some moment too, and
even after long and honest inquiries into the

meaning of God in his word.

Under these difficulties I have said in my
heart, " why did not the God of wisdom and
of love express every article of belief and du-
ty in w^ords of plainest revelation and precept,

that we might have all read the same sense,

and been all of one mind ? why did he leave

the least point of our religion dubious or ob-
scure, when, with a long foresight, he survey-

ed all the quarrels and rage, the infinite scan-

dal, the cruelty and the blood that in future

ages would be the consequences of religious

disputes ?"

I have been pained at my soul, and felt an
inward afflicting heaviness in such a medita-
tion as this ; nor could I ever satisfy myself
with that profane answer which some witty
men have given, viz, " that God, who might-
have made the rules of our duty plain and un-

9^
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disputed, chose to express them in words ca-

pable of several interpretations, that christians

might be liable to be led into many different

opinions, that hereby God might please him-
self with the variety of devotions that were
paid him ; and that how different soever their

sentiments and practices might be, yet that

his commands are equally obeyed by all the

various kinds of worship and service, which
the consciences of men sincerely conceive

themselves bound to offer." This notion in-

clines to that wild opinion^ which supposes
that any forms or methods of worship are all

equally acceptable to God, and that there are

more true religions than one : this favours so

much of the deist and the libertine, and th^

disciples of the leviathan, that I could never

admit it into my assent.

Yet it must be granted that his wisdom had
some very valuable ends to attain hi the way
of pro^ idence, by permitting so many differ-

ences amongst christians ; and if w^e had been

secretaries to the King of heaven when he

fo;med his decrees, we might have known
perhaps some of these awful arcana of his

government ; but who has been his counsel-

lor, or to whom has he given an account of

these matters ? His paths are in the great

deep, and his providences are trackless through

the mighty waters ; how unsearchable are all

his ways, and his judgments past Jindiiig out !
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I dare not pretend to write a complete ration-

ale on all his infinite and impenetrable de-

signs ;
yet my faith assures me that they have

all the highest and divine reason in them.

And I will take the freedom here to mention

some of those considerations that have silenced

my clamorous thoughts, pleased my inquiry,

satisfied my conscience, and vanquished the

dark temptation.

Firsts By these doubtful disputables a-

mong the accidental things of religion, God
tries our sincerity, whether we will hold fast

the substantial. The constancy and cour-

age of a soul devoted to God is exercised

and proved amidst the clamours and noisy

contests of the men of party and angry zeal ;

and when it persevereth in a course of Chris-

tianity, notwithstanding all these stumbling

blocks, it approves itself to God, its judge

and rewarder. The differences of true chris-

tians in some parts of their faith and worship,

have frighted and scandalized the hypocrite

and the giddy professor ; their heads have

been turned round with every wind of doc-

trine, because their hearts have not been es-

tablished in the way of holiness ; they have

cast off all the articles and practices of relig-

ion, because they find so many sects divided

by their little particularities, and cannot pre-

cisely determine every circumstance of truth

and duty.
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There were divisions and parties, schisms

and sects in the Corinthian church, and they

must be^ saith the apostie, that they that are

approved may be made manifest among you,

1 Cor. xi. 19. Our Lord Jesus forewarns

his disciples, that offences will come^ and it is

not possible that it should be otherwise ;

there shall be variance and strife in a man''s

own household : but blessed is he whosoever
shall not be offended iyi me ; he that persever-

eth to the end the same shall be saved, Luke
xvii. 1. Matt. xi. 6. There are many things

in the christian religion that become stojies

ofstumblings and rocks of offence ; blessed are

the upright that hold on their course and reso-

lution for heaven, and whose feet stumble not

upon these dark mountains, because of their

neglect to search out the truth, or their wilful

obstinacy in dangerous errors.

Secondly, Not only our sincerity towards
God, but our charity towards fellow-christians

is hereby put to the trial, and charity is the

very livery of the disciples of Christ. Here-
by shall all men know that ye are my disciples

if ye love one another, John xiii. 2>S, The
Lord hath commanded all his sheep to wear
this mark of distinction from the world, how
different soever their lesser opinions are

among themselves. Where I behold the im-
age of Christ myLord stamped in legible char-

acters upon my neighbour, can I love him
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with warm affection, though he never fre-

quents the same place of worship wiih me,
though he wears a garment of another shape
and colour, prays in a set form of words
which I cannot perfectly approve, and sub-

scribes a creed of different expressions,

though the same in sense and meaning ? can
I receive this good man into my very soul,

who eats nothing but herbs, and will not sit

down at my table because flesh is eaten there ?

can I love him at my heart that loves Jesus
the Lord, though he will not religiously ob-

serve the festival of his birth or ascension ?

Or do those little vv^ords Christmas and Holy
Thursday set my heart at a distance from him,

and make him forfeit all my charity ? Such
queries as these may be a touch-stone of our
graces, and the test «f true love to Christ

and his saints.

There seems to be something of this de-

sign in our Lord Jesus Christ, when he or-

dered his servant Paul to write the fourteenth

chapter to the Romans, where the apostle,

though he gives a hint of his own opinion and
liberty in the gospel, with regard to meats
and days, yet he doth not impose the same
observations and abstinences on other chris-

tians ; and though he was inspired, yet he
leaves these things still indifferent, and calls

them doubtful disputations. Now as the trial

ofourfaith, through manifold temptations, is
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tnitch 7nore precious than that ofgold that per-

ishes, so the trial of our love passing through

the smoaky fires of contention and dispute,

and not mingling therewith, is discovered to

be a pure divine flame, and shall hefound to

praise, honour and glory at the appearing of
Jesus Christ, xvhom having not seen ive love,

1 Pet. i. 7.

Thirdly, Perhaps our Lord might leave

some lesser points of religion more obscurely

expressed in his word, because he designed

to continue a miniiitry in^^his church to the

end of the world, or till he came again.

While other christians have - their hours and
thoughts engrossed by the cares of this life,

and want leisure and skill and means to ac-

quaint themselves with all the diificult and
more abstruse parts of religion, it is the bus-

iness of the men that are honoured and em-
ployed in the sacred office to give themselves

to reading, to search into the hidden things of

God, and explain the more doubtful para-

graphs of his ivord unto men.
I grant that the first and grand design of

their studies and publick labours should be to

preach the gospel of the grace of God and
reconciliation by Jesus Christ, and to make
the necessary articles of faith and practice

plain to the meanest soul : but a minister is

also recjuired to converse not only with those

scriptures which will make him wise to final
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salvation, but with those also which may thor-

oughly furnish him to every good word and
xvork, 2 Tim. iii. 17, that he may kmow how
to speak a word in season to every weary soul,

and to draw consciences out of perplexity

which are vexed with scruples of less impor-

tant things ; to instruct them in the mind and
and will of Christ about the methods of his

worship, and the order of his church, to shew
them the pattern and fashion of the house of
God, and all the ordinances, and the forms and
the laws thereof: and that is a part of his du-

ty, at proper seasons, in some of his publick

ministrations ; for he must conceal nothing of
the counsel of God from them, that may be
useful or profitable to men : the methods of

his worship, and institutions of his gospel,

should be treasured up in his heart ; and up-

on proper occasions, of private visit and con-

ference, the lips of the priest should make it

appear that they keep knowledge, that the law
may be sought at his mouth, for he is the 7nes-

senger of the Lord ofhosts, Mai. ii. 7.

Not that every man is bound to pay an im-

plicit faith and blind obedience to the opinions

and dictates of his bishop or prcsbyter. This
is popish slavery wheresoever it is practised,

and popish tyranny where it is commanded :

but christians ought to give 4ue attention to

the advice and counsel of such as are set over

them in the Lord^ Heb. xiii. 17. 1 Cor. xvi.
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15, 16. Such as are solemnly devoted to the

ministry of the gospel, and have addicted

themselves to the study and search of the

scriptures, and are chosen by the people to be

their teachers, and set apart for that office in

the way they best approve ; and so far as their

advice is conformable to the written word,

they are to receive it as from some of the

messengers of Christ.

We may humbly suppose a fourth design

which God had in his eye, when the sacred

penmen wrote so many verses of holy scrip-

ture, which God knew were so difficult to be

interpreted ; and that is, that no christian might

put the "bible out of his own hands, or neglect

to read and meditate and study the word of

God ; and that together with their reading

they might constantly implore the presence of

the spirit, the enlightener and the comforter,

to lead them into all truth. It is the duty of

every man, so far as his capacity and oppor-

tunities of life will admit, to study the holy

scriptures himself, and to see with his own
eyes what he must believe, and what he must
practise.

We should imitate the example of the noble

Bereansj Acts xvii. 11, who searched the

scriptures with diligence, and brought the

sermons of Paul himself unto that sacred

touch-stone, to see if the things which he
spoke were true or not : and after all our
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study, we shall find such difficulties that will

convince us of the necessity of depending up-

on a higher teacher, even the holy spirit.

Our blessed Saviour commands that we search

the scriptures, and pray for the spirit too,

John v. 39. Luke xi. 9* 13. And St. Paul

prays unto God that he would give to the

saints which were at Ephesus^ that spirit of
tvisdom and revelation to enlighten the eyes of
their understandings Ephes.i.17. This unction

which true believers have from the Holy One^

makes known to them all things necessary to

salvation, 1 John ii. 20. And though we
have no ground to expect that he will unfold

to us every lesser difficulty, while we live in

this world ; yet we may humbly hope that in

those things which regard the forms of his

own worship, and the means of his own visi-

ble glory amongst men, lie will by degrees let

some divine rays of light into the mind of

him that seeks after truth with great diligence,

fervent prayer, and sincere designs. There
are many instances to be given of plain chris-

tians that have been made the favourites of

the enlightening spirit, and have arrived at

uncommon knowledge in Christianity by these

methods.

A fifth blessed end, and which is certainly

attained in the providence of God, by leaving

so many disputables in religion, is, that our

10 :

'
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souls are hereby drawn out to long for heav-

en, and pant after the state where there is

no contention, no dispute. This prospect

renders those happy regions more desirable

whilst we are here, and more abundantly wel-

come hereafter.

It is impossible that any controversy should

there arise to inten-upt the worship of the

church triumphant. It is eternally impossi-

ble to divide them into parties, or to disturb

their repose* The doctrines of their profes-

sion are all written as with sun-beams, they

are no longer the articles of faith, but the ob-

jects of sight : we shall all be taught of God.,

ive shall see face to face^ and know as we are

known. So much of the holy spirit dwells

m all the saints, as a perpetual spring of reve-

lation and wisdom. The discipline of that

church can occasion no disputes, for the Son
of God, in our nature, is the pastor or bishop,

he keeps the keys of heaven in his own hands,

and the keys of hell and death. The soul

that is once admitted into that fellowship shall

abide like a pillar in the temple of his God,

and shall go no more out ; but the hypocrite

and the unclean shall never enter there. The
worship that is paid there is with perfect uni-

formity of mind and affection amongst all

the happy spirits ; a unanimous consent in

self-abasement, divine honour and love ; and
perhaps when our bodies shall be raised again
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to make a visible church in heaven, worship

may be performed with a glorious liberty, and

\vith such a pleasing variety of form as glori-

fied nature shall dictate, and our exalted rea-

son approve ; but still with the exercise of

the same perfect love and delight among the

worshippers, and under the influence of the

same spirit.

O the happiness of that upper region, where

all the inhabitants are of one mind and one

heart ! every doubt shall forever vanish, for

we shall behold all things without a cloud.

In thy lights O Lord, we shall see light and

enjoy it. Every quarrel shall for ever cease,

for we shall dwell in the land of harmony and

love. Though our capacities, perhaps, may
be of different sizes, yet we shall see all divine

truths in the same light, and therefore our

sentiments, at least in things of importance,

shall differ no more ; we shall be united to

each other in the same band of love, nor can

our affections be separated any more for ever

:

that light and that love springs from the ev-

er-blessed God ; God the creator commu-
nicating himself to all his holy and happy cre-

ation, and holding them fast to himself for ev-

er,in and by that glorious person Christ Jesus,

his son and image ; for in him must all things

be gathered together in one, and all things rec-

onciled unto God in him, whether they be things

in earth or things in heaven ; then shall the



112

prophecy of Zechariah be fulfilled, the Lord
shall be King over all the earthy there shall be

one Lord^ and his name one^ in the fullest

meaning- of that expression ; nor shall the

saints be distinguished by different parties or

denominations, but their hearts and their

names shall be ' all one ; according to those

expressions of inconceivable glory, wherein

our Lord describes the things which are truly

unspeakable, all the saints shall be one, as thou,

Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also

^may be one in ns, John xvii. 21.
* O with what pleasure have I often read,

and methinks would be always reading, those

words of at great man, spoken on the funeral

of his fellow- saint. '' When death shall have

discumbered and set us free from all sorts of

distempers, and brought us into the state of

perfect and perfected spirits, how delectable

will the society be, when all shall be full of

divine life, light, love and joy, and all freely

communicate as they have received freely !

but above all that is conceivable in that other

state, how delectable will their societv be in

worship, in the unanimous adoration of the

ever blessed God, Father, Son,and Spirit ! O
the inexpressible pleasure of this consociation

in worship perpetually tendered with so abso-

lute a plenitude of satisfaction in the dueness

t Mr. Howe's funeral sermon for Dr. Bates.



113

of it, and the gustful apprehension of what

those words import, worthi/ art thou, Lord:
each one relishing his own act with just self-

approbation and high delight, heightened by
their apprehended perfect unanimity, and that

there is among them no dissenting vote.

Whence it cannot be but to worship God ia
spirit and in truth, must be to enjoy him, and
that he is not under any other notion, a satis-

fying object of our enjoyment, more than he
is the object of our worship."

These are beams of celestial light for souls

to drink in, and to live upon them while we
are passing onward to these fair mansions
through a wilderness of doubts and dark-

nesses. These are words of harmony and
love to entertain our ears, and make us deaf
to the noise of a wrangling and disputing

world. This is a heaven worth wishing for,

while we are travelling to it through this tire-

some earth, this unhappy stage of vexation
and controversy : to this let us look with eyes
of ardent expectation, and the devoutest wish-
es of souls : to this let us all aspire and has-

ten, who have groaned long under our own
ignorance, and been burdened and grieved
with the quarrels of the christian churches ;

and whatsoever name or party we have chosen
in our divided opinions, let us unite our
hearts and voices in this loud request, Come
LordJesus, come quicklif. Amen.

10^-



ESSAY III

AN APOLOGY FOR THE DIFFERENT JUDGMENTS ANB

PRACTICES OF SINCERE CHRISTIANS THAT ARE

WEAK IN KXOWLEDQE.

In a Letter to a Friend.

GIVE me leave, my dear friend, to make a

charitable apology for honest and upright

souls, who maintain a strict course of piety

and virtue, and yet appear to be unalterably

determined for or against the communion of

the church of England, upon very slight and

feeble grounds : perhaps we shall learn com-
passion to the weaknesses of our fellow chris-

tians, if you and I together meditate on these

following considerations.

Let us take a survey how many are the

circumstances and various occurrences of hu-

man life, which do sometimes powerfully de-

termine the opinions even of good and sober

men, to one or the other side of this contro-

versy, whether they shall fix their communion
in the church of England, or amongst those

who separate from it.

Here the first thing that naturally occurs is,

the education of different p€rso?2s, vihich has a
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wiighty influence to form their opinions, and
to fix their practice ; and this, it must be con-

fessed, is not in a man's own choice : the

providence of the great and blessed God, the

overruler of all things, determines this affair

in a wise and holy manner, whatever the final

event may be.

Jonathan goes to worship ever}- Lord's day
where his father goes, and as the child was
never led to hear a sermon at a publick

church, so the youth grows up in a ground-
less aversion to it, and the man stands at a

wider distance, and can hardly be persuaded
to venture in.

By use and custom from his very child-

hood, he understands the methods of the dis-

senters' worship, and the terms that are used
in their sermons ; and if by any strange occa-

sion he is led to the church of England, he
finds no profit by hearing a clergyman
preach, for he does not clearly take in the ex-

pressions and the meaning ; and it must be
acknowledged, many of them have a different

way of managing die word of God in their

explications of it, different phrases and modes
of expression, and too many of them preach

doctrines different from their own articles and
our common faith ; these things are shock-

ing and offensive to the ear, iLither than in-

structive or edifying to a new hearer.

Besides, Jonathan has imbibed long preja-
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dices against the modes of worship and cere-

monies of the Church, the forms, the ges-

tures, the vestments, the responses, &c. and

his soivl is thereby mightily unfitted for edifi-

cation by the prayers of the church of Eng-
land, that are mingled and interwoven with

them ; his palate is so much disgusted with

this sort of entertainment before hand, that he

either disrelishes or neglects whatever solid

and wholesome food is set before him in the

sermon that follows : I will not say, there is

nothing of this folly owing to the influences

of his education ; but it is hard, if not im-

possible, to amend or prevent all the faults of

this kind in the education of children, by the

best and wisest of parents.

These things joined together, put a strong

bias upon the judgment of the man, and it is

exceeding difficult to be removed ; and it is

evident that his prayers, his practice in relig-

ion, his secret acts of devotion, are all regula-

ted by the instructions he has received from
his parents or some of his teachers : this

makes his spirit grow uneasy under ceremo-
nious forms, and he is quite untuned for de-

votion by the very sound of the organ.

These things must needs have a mighty force

on the minds of young sincere creatures be-

ginning their ^course of religion and Christian-

ity, to establish them in the nonconformist way.
And I might also add, how rude and inde-

cent a thing the plain and natural worship of
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the dissenters appears to one, that has been

bred up to ornament and ceremony in the

several parts of worship in the established

church.

By education and custom, a particular

form of religion is so mingled with their na-

ture, and wrought into their constitution, that

you might as soon alter their palate, and

change their taste of meats, as you can per-

suade their souls to dislike the ministry un-

der which they have been brought up, and to

forsake the mode of worship to which they

have been trained. They are so positive they

are in the right, that ihey never had any

thought of calling these things to a new ex-

amination.

Secondly, The prejudice of the mand in

favour of the dissenters growls yet stronger, if

Jonathan has found his soul awakened to a

fear of hell, and been effectually convinced of

sin by -the terrors of the law under the preach-

ing of some Boanerges^ some son of thunder

in a meeting-house, and has been afterwards

led gently into the knowledge of Jesus Christ

the saviour, and has been taught to apply

himself unto him for salvation by humble
faith.

If the spirit of God has made the preaching

of pardon and grace, by a dissenting minister^

effectual to calm the surges of his troubled

conscience, and to lead him in the way of
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peace and holiness towards heaven, perhaps

he feels his passions refined, his sinful appe-

tites mortified, his temper changed from
earth ij and carnal, to spiritual and heavenly,

how naturally will his whole soul be carried

out to love this ministry ? and he would not

willingly absent himself one day from the

teachings of this Barnabas^ this son of conso-

lation ; he despises all the finer flourishes of

eloquence, he can take no pleasure in the

more polite, and perhaps more argumentative

discourse of a doctor or a bishop in the church

of England ; but where he has found light

and food, and rest for his dark and distressed

and hungry soul, thither will he go constant-

ly to worship, and he calls that the sanctuary

of the Lord, without once inquiring whether
a parish church may not be the sanctuary of

the Lord too ; nay perhaps his passion for

the dissenters may rise so high as to deny the

presence of God in the assemblies of the es-

tablished church, or to allow very little of it

there.

And by the same false method of reasoning
may a churchman, whose soul has been
brought to repentance and holiness by the

ministry of the publick church, on which he
has attended, almost hate the name of a non-

conformist, and severely inveigh against them
all as scismaticks and foolish teachers, when
perhaps he never ventured into a meeting^-
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liouse, nor heard one sermon in any of their

assemblies.

So far is it possible for piety, ignorance

and prejudice to meet in the same mind ; but
our God, who knows the frame of human na-

ture, looks down and pities and forgives. A
hearty tendency towards God, and a pursuit

of heaven is well-pleasing in his sight ; though
perhaps the traveller, through ignorance, takes

many a wrong step, and performs many a duty
not exactly conformable to the directions of

the word.

Now, though this argument be sufficient

to determine him to be a chistiariy in opposi-

tion to other religions, because other religions

have not this power to sanctify him, yet it

ought not to be sufficient for ever to deter-

mine him to a particular party of christians,

because it was not the particular opinions of
that party, but the substantial and great doc-

trines of Christianity or the gospel, wh^ch are

professed and pretended to by both parties,

that were so powerful to the turning of his

heart towards God.
After all this discourse, I would not be un-

derstood as though I encouraged this laziness

of men, and neglect of due and just reason-

ing ; no, for reason is the talent that God
hath given us to be used in the affairs of re-

ligion, and he hath given us the rule of his

own word foF our determination, by which all
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our worship ought to be regulated, and not

by human inventions ; and men are highly

guilty in their neglect hereof : but a gracious

God will forgive, for he knows our frame and

our frailty.

I believe God doth accept of such inward,

sincere and experimental arguments as vulgar

christians use to make or keep themselves

Churchmen or T)'issenters^ Calvimsts or Armiri'

ians. If they feel their souls raised to a more
heavenly frame, and effectually engaged to the

love of God, religion and justice, by attending

occasionally on a ministry different from their

education, sometimes they will be ready to

separate even from a true church to which
they belonged, for want of knowing the guilt

and terrors and damnation that some men in-

clude in that hard word, schism ; and I per-

suade myself that a gracious God will accept

of their upright designs and their honest mo-
tives, will pardon their separation, though it

should prove unwarrantable, and bless their

new communion to the advantage of their

souls.

Thirdly, But suppose a man should for-

cibly divest himself of all former aversions

and inclinations to the separate or the estab-

lished churches, and enter into a sober search,

and solemn debate with himself about the

merits of the cause ; how few are there,

whose necessary affairs of life allow them time
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enough to go through the study of these labo-

rious and entangled controversies ? How small

a part of mankind that are born to secular af-

fairs, can, in their few hours of leisure, find

out the depth of some of these difficulties ?

Who is sharp enough on the sudden to distin-

guish truth in the midst of the clouds of

dust that are cast on it by the litigious wran-

gle of all parties ?

The soul of many a tradesman is but just

of a size with his shop and business, and hath

not strength of parts or improvement to attain

great and accurate knowledge in any thing be-

sides ; and those, whose ingenuity is greater,

may easily waste all the spare hours of their

life in treading the mazes of dispute about
forms and ceremonies, and at last find them-
selvs bewildered : Now I question whether
such a man's head would* lie easy upon a dy-
ing pillow, who had spent his time among bri-

ars and thorns, and neglected the fruit of the

tree of life, or tasted but very little of it ; he
has been dwelling upon the moss and the ivy,

and not gathered the product of those emi-
nent branches of our holy religion, whence he
might have extracted sweet cordials for a lan-

guishing and fainting hour.

Fourthly. Again, how very few are there
amongst the giddy race of men that can So
far annihilate their old opinions, and refrain so

II
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long from embracing new ones, till they have

made a thorough scrutiny into the arguments

and pretensions on both sides ? Who can

dwell for months together in the uneasy state

of dubitation ? Who is there that has

power enough over his own thoughts, as to

hold his judgment in suspense for a conside-

rable season, till the matter in question be
fairly debated, and brought to an issue in the

court of reason and scripture ? How ready

are we to incline our assent one way or anoth-

er, as the various occurrences of life present

shadows ctf argument for either opinion ? A
story of a wicke i clergyman of the church

will warp the inquiring soul of a plebeian to-

wards a meeting-house ; and an old song of

Charles the martyr will determine another's

judgment against the cruel dissenters, and

make him a complete churchman. A flash

of rhetorick,a show of reason, a warm sermon,

and affections raised by a Tillotson at West-
minster, or a Mead at Pinners- Hall, will im-

mediately turn the mind from its equilibri-

um ; and you know when a balance is just

turned, though it be but by a grain of weight,

it falls effectually on that side, and sometimes

almost irrecoverably too.

When we have thrown off all old prejudic-

es, it is not easy to secure one's self from new
ones. When we have so far gained the vic-

torv over education and custom as to retain
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none of our ancient opinions, we are apt to

fall insensibly under the power of the oppo-

site doctrines, and become captives and slaves

to new notions, merely because they are new.

Novelty is as great a prejudice to fair reason-

ing as antiquity ; though perhaps not so uni-

yersalty prevailing. And there is many a gid-

dy and headstrong youth that has hastily em-
braced maxims and practices contrary to those

of his parents, to show how bravely he has

broken all the fetters of education, and to

make it appear that he thinks freely. When
we push the boat off from the shore where it

has long stuck in the mud, it is hard to pre-

vent its being stranded on the adverse side.

It is exceeding difficult to keep the laaind in

this medium of suspense till right reason de-

termine it ; it is very troublesome to maintain

the judgment in a poise till some weighty and
solid argument sink one of the scales down-
ward, and equitably decide the depending
strife of opinions ; there is need of continual

caution and wary motions of thought : a

doubting spirit is in pain^ and willing to be
released. We are very desirous to believe

somewhat, though upon slight grounds, that

our souls may be at ease, and fall to practice.

Fifthly. But suppose men should have
leisure, and books and other advantages, join-

ed with resolution and patience enough to en-

dure the pain of dubitation, and the long fa-



124

tigiie of deep study and thoughtfulness
; yet

how small is the number of those that are ca-

pable to distinguish betwixt real and apparent

reason ; especially in subjects where the dif-

ferences are of so nice and intricate a kind ?

How few understandings are so acute, how few
judgments so solid and just, so well formed
and well-improved, as to determine controver-.

sies so long and so much darkened ? Who can

see through all the false shows and pretensions

of argument, and discern the true gold from
that which only glisters ?

Turn your eyes inward, my friend, and be-

hold a soul that has more knowledge and
judgment than hundreds of the animals that

are round about you, and that you are forced

to converse with ; and yet after all your un-

biassed searches and labours, and earnest

prayers, how hard a thing you find it to re-

solve the point, whether you ought to remain

in the communion of a dissenting church, or

become a separatist from them, and unite your-

self to the church of England. Now, if all

your leisure, your advantages, and your appli-

cation, cannot fix your assent and practice,

infer then how vain a thing it is to expect

that reason and argument should constantly

determine and govern a blind, a rash, a ruin-

ed, and a wretched world.

I confess, in things of greater importance,

and necessity to salvation, our directions lie so
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plain, as to lead the most stupid souls that are

honest and sincere, to the knowledge of truth

and duty, unless it be here and there a man
who violently breaks through the very lan-

guage of scripture, i*Jid runs into great errors

or irregularity of practice : but in things of

less moment, how impossible is it that the

generality of mortals should build every lesser

opinion of theirs upon solid foundations and
unshaken grounds ? or how can we expect

they should be able to defend every smaller

circumstance of their practice by just reason-

ings ?

If I were to recapitulate these things in

short, I would drav/ up my charitable conclu-
sion thus :

—

Since our first apostacy from God has so
perverted and spoiled our rational powers,
and enslaved our minds to so many prejudices

and passions ; since the impressions of edu-

cation alid custom are unavoidable and neces-

sary, deep and strong ; since the afxairs of the

world that is under a divine curse, are so just-

ly and unhappily ill constituted ; since capac-

ity, leisure, application, humility, and prayer,

are all found together but in very lew per-

sons ; and since the divine oracles, in matters,

less necessary, have so much obscurity in

themselves, and so much thicker daikness

cast upon them by contending parties, whv
11^
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should we be so much amazed or so angry,

to see so many different sentiments and prac-

tices among men of honest piety, and desir-

ous of truth?

Farewell, thou dear companion of my stud-

ies, and if your light and knowledge should be

so far improved by your further inquiries, as

to lead you away from that communion, and

those methods of worship wherein we have so

often and so delightfully joined ;
yet 1 hope

that upon the review of this letter, you wdll

maintain a very charitable opinion of

Your unenlightenedfriend^ Sec.



ESSAY IV.

THE SOLEMN ADDRESS OF DR. WATTS TO THE GREAT

AND EVER -BLESSED GOD, ON A REVlEVr OF WHAT

HE H\D WRITTEN IN THE TRINITARIAN CONTRO-

VERSY, PREFIXED BY HIM TO SOME PIECES ON THAT

SUBJECT, WHICH HIS EXECUTORS DID NOT JUDGE

NECESSARY TO PUBLISH.

RIGHTEOUS art thou, O Lord,- when I

plead with thee ;
yet I may talk with thee

concerning thy judgments. Permit me, O
my God and Father, to plead with thee con-

cerning the revelations of thy nature and thy

grace, which are made in thy gospel : And
let me do it with all that humble reverence,

and that holy awe of thy Majesty, which be-

comes a creature in the presence of his God.
Hast thou not, O Lord God Almighty,

hast thou not transacted thy divine and im-

portant aifairs among men by thy Son Jesus

Christ, and by thy holy Spirit ? and hast thou

not ordained that men should transact their

highest and most momentous concerns with

thee, by thy Son and by thy Spirit ? Hast

thou not, by the mouth of thy Son Jesus, re-

quired all that profess his religion to be wash-

ed with water in the name of the Father, and

the Son, and the Holy Ghost ? Is it not my
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duty then, to inqiiifej who or what are these

sacred names and what they signify ? Must
I not know thee, the only true God, and Je-

sus Christ thy Son, whom thou hast sent,

that I may fulfil all my respective duties to-

wards thyself and thy Son, in hope of eternal

life ? Hath not thy Son himself appealed to

thee in his last prayer, that eternal life de-

pends upon this knowledge ? And since

thou hast made so much use of thy holy Spir-

it in our religion, must I not have some
knowledge of this thy Spirit also, that I may
pay thee all these honours thou requirest from
this divine revelation ?

Hast thou not ascribed divine names, and
titles, and characters to thy Son and thy holy

Spirit in thy word, as well as assumed them
to thyself? And hast thou not appointed

to them slich glorious offices as cannot be ex-

ecuted without something of divinity or true

godhead in them ? And yet art not thou,

and thou alone, the true God ? How shall a

poor weak creature be able to adjust and rec-

oncile these clashing ideas, and to understand
this mystery ? Or must I believe and act

blindfold, without understanding ?

Holy Father, thou knowest, how firmly I

believe, with all my soul, whatsoever thou
hast plainly WTitten and revealed in thy word.
I believe thee to be the only true God, the

supreme of beings, self-sufficient for thine

own existence, . and for all thy infinite aifairs
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and transactions among creatures. I believe

thy Son Jesus Christ to be all-sufficient for

the glorious work of mediation between God
and man, to which thou hast appointed him.

I believe he is a man, in whom dwells all the

fulness of the godhead bodily. I believe he

is one with God ; he is God manifesied in

the flesh ; and that the Man Jesus is so close-

ly and inseparably united with the true and
eternal godhead, as to become one person^

even as the human soul and body make one

man. I believe that this illustrious person is

hereby possessed of divine dignity, sufficient

to make full atonement for the sins of men
by his sufferings and death, even though sin

be accounted an infinite evil ; and that he

hath all-sufficient power to raise himself from

the dead, to ascend to heaven, and fulfil the

blessed works for which thou hast exalted

him, and to govern and judge the world in

thine appointed time.

I believe also thy blessed Spirit hath al-

mighty power and influence to do all thy will,

to instruct men effectually in divine truths, to

change the hearts of flillen mankind from sin

to holiness, to carry on thy work of illumina-

tion, sanctification, and consolation on the

souls of all thy children, and to bring them
safe to the heavenly world. I yield myself

up joyfully and thankfully to this method of

thy salvation, as it is revealed in thy gospeL

But I acknowledge my darkness still. I want
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to have this wonderful doctrine of the all- suf-

ficiency of thy Son and thy Spirit, for these

divine works, made a little plainer. May
not thy humble creature be permitted to know
what share they can have in thy deity ? Is it

a vain and sinful curiosity to desire to have

this article set in such a light, as may not di-

minish the eternal glory of the unity of the

true God, nor of the supremacy of Thee the

Father of all ?

Hadst thou informed me, gracious Father,

in any place of thy word, that this divine doc-

trine is not to be understood by men, and yet

thfey were required to believe it, I would have

subdued all my curiosity to faith, and sub-

mitted my wandering and doubtful imagina-

tions, as far as it was possible, to the holy and
wise determinations of thy word. But I cannot

find thou hast any where forbid me to under-

stand it, or to make these inquiries. My con-

science is the best natural light thou hast.put

within me, and since thou hast given me the

scriptures, my own conscience bids me search

the scriptures to find out truth and eternal life.

It bids me try all things, and hold fast that

which is good. And thy own word, by the

same expressions, encourages this holy prac-

tice. I have, therefore, been long searching
into this divine doctrine, that I may pay thee

due honour with understanding. Surely I

ought to know the God whom I worship,
whether he be one pure and simple being, or
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whether thou art a threefold deity, consisting

of the Father, the Son, and the holy Spirit.

Dear and blessed God, hadst thou been
pleased, in any one plain scripture, to have in-

formed me which of the different opinions

about the holy Trinity, among the contending
parties of christians, had been true, thou
knowest with how much zeal, satisfaction,

and joy my unbiassed heart would have open-

ed itself to receive and embrace the divine

discovery. Hadst thou told me plainly, in any
single text, that the Father, Son, and holy

Spirit, are three real distinct Persons in thy

divine nature, I had never suffered myself to

be bewildered in so many doubts, nor embar-
rassed with so many strong fears of assent-

ing to the mere inventions of men, instead of
divine doctrine ; but I should have humbly
and immediately accepted thy words, so far

as it was possible for me to understand them
as the only rule of my faith ? Or, hadst

thou been pleased to express and include this

proposition in the several scattered parts of
thy book, from whende my reason and con-

science might with ease find out, and with
certainty infer this doctrine, I should have
joyfully employed all my reasoning powers,
with their utmost skill and activity, to have
found out this inference, and ingrafted it into

my soul.

Thou hast taught me, holy Father, by thy

prophets, that the way of holiness in the times
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of the gospel, or under the kingcbm of the

Messiah, shall be a high-way, a plain and ea-

sy path ; so that the wayfaring man, or the

stranger, though a fool, shall not err therein.

And thou hast called the poor and the igno-

rant, the mean and foolish things of this

world, to the knowledge of thyself and thy

Son, and taught them to receive and partake

of the salvation which thou hast provided.

But how can such weak creatures ever take

in so strange, so difficult, and so abstruse a

doctrine as this ; in the explication and de-

fence whereof, multitudes of men, even men
of learning and piety, have lost themselves in

infinite subtilties of dispute, and endless maz-
es of darkness ? And can this strange and
perplexing notion of three real persons going

to make up one true God, be so necessary

and so important a part of that christian doc-

trine, which, in the Old Testament and the

New, is represented as so plain and so easy,

even to the meanest understandings ?

O thou searcher of hearts who knowest all

things, I appeal to thee, concerning the sin-

cerity of my inquiries into these discoveries

of thy word. Thou knowest me, thou hast

seen me, and hast tried my heart towards

thee : if there be any lurking hypocrisy in my
heart, any secret bias towards an}^ thing but
truth, uncover it, O Father of lights, and ban -

ish it from my soul for ever. If thine eye

discovers the least spark of criminal prejudice
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in any corner of my soul, extinguish it utter-

ly, that I may not be led astray from the

truth, in matters of such importance, by the

least glance of error or mistake.

Thou art witness, O m}' God, with what
diligence, with what constancy and care, I

have read and searched thy holy word, how
early and late, by night and by day, I have
been making these inquiries. How fervent-

ly have I been seeking thee on my bended
knees, and directing my humble addresses to

thee, to enlighten my darkness, and to shew
me the meaning of thy word, that I may learn

what I must believe, and what I must practise

with regard to this doctrine, in order to please

thee, and obtain eternal life !

Great God, who seest all things, thou hast

beheld what busy temptations have been often

fluttering about my heart to call it off from
these laborious and difficult inquiries, and to

give up thy word and thy gospel as an unin-

telligible book, and betake myself to the light

of nature and reason : but thou hast been
pleased by thy divine power to scatter these

temptations, and fix my heart and my hope
again upon that Saviour and that eternal life,

which thou hast revealed in thy word, and
proposed therein, to our knowledge and our
acceptance. Blessed be the name of my
God, that has not suffered me to abandon the

12



134

gospel of his Son Jesus ! and blessed be that

holy Spirit that has kept me attentive to the

truth delivered in thy gospel, and inclined me
to wait longer in my search of these divine

truths under the hope of thy gracious illumi-

nation.

I humbly call thee to witness, O my God,
what a holy jealousy I ever wear about my
heart, lest I should do the slightest dishonour

to thy supreme Majesty, in any of my inqui-

ries or determinations. Thou seest what a

religious fear, and what a tender solicitude I

maintain on my soul, lest I should think or

speak an}^ thing to diminish the grandeurs

and honours of thy Son Jesus, my dear medi-
ator, to whom 1 owe my everlasting hopes.

Thou knowest how much afraid I am of

speaking one word, which may be consti'ued

into a neglect of thy blessecl Spirit, from
whom I hope I am daily receiving happy in-

fluences of light and strength. Guard all the

motions of my mind, O almighty God,
against every thing that borders upon these

dangers. Forbid my thoughts to indulge,

and forbid my pen to write one word, that

should sink those grand ideas which belong

to thyself, or thy Son, or thy holy Spirit.

Forbid it, O my God, that ever I should be
so unhappy as to unglorify my Father, my Sa-

viour, or my sanctifier, in any of my senti-

ments or expressions concerning them.
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Blessed and faithful God, hast thou not

promised that the meek thou wilt guide in

judgment, the meek thou wilt teach thy w^ay ?

Hast thou not told us by Isaiah thy prophet,

that thou wilt bring the blind by a way which

they knew not, and \vilt lead them in paths

which they have not known ? Hast thou not

informed us by thy prophet Hosea, that if

we follow on to know the Lord, then we shall

know him ? Hath not thy Son, our Saviour,

assured us, that our heavenly Father will give

his holy Spirit to them who ask him ? And
is he not appointed to guide us into all truth?

Have I not sought the gracious guidance of

thy good Spirit continually ? Am I not tru-

ly sensible of my own darkness and weakness,

my dangerous prejudices on every side, and

my utter insufficiency for my own conduct ?

Wilt thou leave such a poor creature bewil-

dered among a thousand perplexities, which
are raised by the various opinions and contri-

vances of men to explain thy divine truth.

Help me, heavenly Father, for I am quite

tired abid v/eary of these human explainings,

so various and uncertain. When wilt thou

explain it to me thyself, O my God, by the

secret and certain dictates of thy Spirit, ac-

cording to the intimations of thy word ? nor

let any pride of reason, nor any affectation of

novelty, nor any criminal bias whatsoever,

turn my heart aside from hearkening to these
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divine dictates of thy word and thy Spirit.

Suffer not any of my native corruptions, nor

the vanity of my imagination to cast a mist

over my eyes, while I am searching after the

knowledge of thy mind and will, for my eter-

nal salvation.

I entreat, O most merciful Father, that

thou wilt not suffer the remnant of my short

life to be wasted in such endless wanderings, in

quest of thee and thy Son Jesus, as a great

part of my past days have been ; but let my
sincere endeavours to knovv^ thee, in all the

ways whereby thOu hast discovered thyself

in thy word, be crowned with such success,

that my soul being established in every need-

ful truth by thy holy Spirit, I may spend my
remaining life according to the rules of thy

gospel, and may with all the holy and happy
creation ascribe glory and honour, wisdom
and power, to thee, who sittest upon the

throne, and to the Lamb for ever and ever.



ESSAY V.

THE FOLLOWING REMARKS ARE TAKEN FROM THE ME-

MOIRS OF THE LIVES AND CHARACTERS OF DR.

WATTS AND DR. DODDRIDGE.

MR. Samuel Palmer, a biographer of Dr.
Watts, observes :

" That of all the controversies which have
been agitated in the christian church, there is

scarcely any one that has been more constant-

ly kept up, or conducted with greater warmth,
or with a more intemperate and unchristian

zeal than that of the trinity^ or divinity of the

Son and Spirit of God. It is unnecessary to

relate the different opinions which have been,

held on these subjects, or to mention the

names of their authors or principal abettors.^
" It is well known to most readers how the

trinitarian controversy was revived in the time
of Dr. Watts, both among the clergy of the

established church, and the dissenting minis-

ters, and to what height matters were carried

by the contending parties. Some, yet living,

well remember, what it might be wished
should for ever be forgotten, the animosities

which prevailed at the meetings of the Lon-
don ministers at Salter's-Hall, on the business

12*
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of subscription to a test proposed for ascer-

taining the orthodoxy of those that belonged

to that body, with respect to these points of

doctrine,"
*' Many of those who had always been un-

derstood to believe them, refused to subscribe

any test whatever, and of this number was
Dr. Watts^ who, though he was in the main
in the orthodox faith, and had written in de-

fence of it, did not choose to set his hand to

any human formularies, which might be the

occasion of invidious distinctions and unchris-

tian separations among bitthren."
" In this, as well as other disputable mat-

ters, the natural mildness of his temper, and
his enlarged charity which was the conse-

quence of his impartial investigation of so dif-

ficult a subject, led him to act the part of a

moderator."
" In his book entitled Orthodoxy and Char-

ity iinited^he had a view to this doctrine among
others, and inserted an essay to shew the room
there is for mutual forbearance and candour."

*' His book entitled Useful and important

Questions concerning Jesus Christ the Son of
Gody closes with an Essay on the importance

efany human schemes to explain the sacred

doctrines of the Trinity^ shewing, * I. That
no such scheme of explication is necessary to

salvation. II. That it may yet be of great use

to the Christian Church. 111. But all such
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explications ought to be proposed with mod-
esty to the world, and never imposed on the

conscience.'
"

" At the end of this essay are the following-

remarks, which are submitted to the reader's

impartial reflections :
—

' These accidental in-

conveniences, [arising from religious contro-

versies] are not a sufficient reason for our su-

pine and perpetual contentment with confused
sentiments and unintelligible speeches about
the modus of sacred truth, if clearer ideas are

any way attainable. There are just and strong

motives that may excite us to search into the

deep things of God, and to propose our im-
provements in knowledge to the world and the

church, though there are no reasons sufficient

to impel us to impose our improved notions on
others, or to raise contentions and quarrels on
the account of them. All our illustrations or

clearer conceptions of this sublime doctrine,

which God may have favoured us with, should

be proposed with great modesty, with a hum-
ble sense of our fallible natures—and with a

zealous care to maintain all those practical re-

gards to the holy Trinity, which are of so much
greater importance. And if it be unreasonable

to dictate to our fellow christians on these mys-
terious points, how much more culpable is it to

establish any speciul form ofhuman explication

of this sacred doctrine as a test of Orthodoxy
and Christianity ! and to forbid any of the
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blessings of special communion in the gospel,

iniless they testify their assent to such a partic-

ular hypothesis or scheme of explication,which
the imposers confess to be human, and impose
in their own prescribed form of words. The
persons, who are guilty of this uncharitable

practice, may consecrate their impositions and
excommunications with holy names, and call

them pure zeal for the Divinity of Christ ; but
I suspect it will be found in the great day to

deserve no better a character than a mistaken
zeal for the honour of Christ, mingled perhaps
with zeal for the divinity of their own notions,

which they had incorporated with the plain and
express declarations of the Godhead of Jesus

Christ our Lord. He that makes a private

and particular explication of any doctrine

which is dark and doubtful in itself, and not

clearly revealed in scripture, as necessary as

the doctrine itself, which is plain and clearly

revealed, puts the matter of faith and opinmi
on the same foot, and intrudes too far upon
the authority of Christ in his church.' "

The Doctor, in his Miscellaneous Works,
in a piece entitled souls in fetters^ exclaims
thus :

—" What a WTetched influence names,
and sects, and parties, have upon the com-
monwealth of Christianity ! We hardly dare
believe ourselves, when we have found out a

truth, if our ancestors did not believe it too.
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O where shall that city stand whose inhabi-

tants shall traffick in intellectual treasures, and
set forth all their ntw improvements and ac-

quisitions in open day-light, without the dan-
ger of publick penalties or reproach ? Where
shall that happy race be born, who shall see
truth with an unbiassed soul, and shall speak
it freely to mankind, without the fear of par-

ties, or odium of singularity ? When shall

that golden age arise, in which every rich ge-

nius shall produce his brightest sentiments to

the honour of God, and to the general profit

of men, and yet remain exempted from com-
mon slander ? When shall the sacred mines
of scripture be digged yet deeper than ever,

and the hidden riches thereof be brought out

of their long obscurity, to adorn the doctrine

of God our Saviour ? O that these dark and
stormy days of party and prejudice were rolled

away, and men w ould once give leave to their

fellow christians to spell out some ancient and
unknown glories of the person of Christ w^hich

are contained in scripture, and to unfold some
hidden wonders of the gospel !—But publick

prejudice is a friend to darkness ; nor could

ignorance and error,without this shield,have de-

fended their thrones so long, among creatures

ofreason,under the light of divine sun-beams."

Dr. Doddridge appears to have been pos-

sessed of the same candid and charitable dis-
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position. His biographer, Mr. Orton, informs

us, " that when invited to take the pastoral

chars:e of a laru'e society of dissenters in the

city of London, he thought himself unequal to

so great a burden ; and besides, he was dis-

couraged by the unhappy differences which at

that time subsisted between the nonconformist

miriisters of the metropolis and its neighbour-

hood, about subscribing or not subscribing to

articles of faith, in the words of human device,

^7^ a test oforthodoxy. In his answer to the

gentleman who transmitted tiie invitation to

him, he displayed the liberality of his own
mind ; for, after mentioning some other ob-

jections to the proposal, he adds as follows :

* I might also have been required to subscribe,

which I am resolved never to do,'' &c."
When instructing his pupils in Theology,

*' he frequently and warmly urged them not
to take their system of divinity from any man
or body of men, but from the Bible, It v/as

the Bible he always referred and appealed to,

upon every point in question, upon which it

could be supposed to give any light. The
appearance of bigotry and uncharitableness

were resolutely checked by him, and he en-

deavoured to cure those v/ho discovered any
symptoms of this kind, by shelving them what
might be said in support of the principles they

disliked, and by displaying the great learnmg
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and excellent characters of many by whom
they were espoused."

*' Though he stated and maintained his own
opinions, which in a considerable degree were
Calvinistical, he never assumed the character

of a dogmatist. He represented the argu-

ments and referred 1»o the authorities on both
sides. The students*" \vere left to judge for

themselves ; and they did judge for themselves

with his perfect concurrence and approbation ;

though undoubtedly it was natural for him to

be pleased when their sentiments coincided

with his own. Where this was not the case,

it made no alteration in his affection and kind
treatment, as the writer of the present narra-

tive can gratefully witness."
" Once, I remember, some narrow-minded

people of his congregation gave him no small

trouble on account of a gentleman, in commu-
nion with the church, who was a professed

Arian ; and who otherwise departed from the

common standard of orthodoxy. This gen-

tleman they either wished to have excluded
from the ordinance of the Lord's supper, or to

have his attendance on it prevented ; but the

Doctor declared, ' that he would sacrifice his

place, and even his life, rather than fix any
such mark of discouragement upon one, who,
whatever his doctrinal sentiments were, ap-

peared to be a real christian.'
"



ESSAY VI.

MR. NATHANIEL HOOKER's SERMON ON THE NATURE,

EXTENT, AND OBLIGATIONS OF CHARITY.

1 Cor. xiii. 3. And though I bestoiv ail ')ny goods to feed the

poor, and though I give my body to be burned, and have not

CHARITY, it projiteth one nothing.

THE scriptures are so plain and explicit,

not only in the injunctions, but descriptions,

which relate to charity, that a well-disposed,

honest inquirer will find it to be such a prin-

ciple of love and benevolence in the heart, as

resembles that part of the divine character,

wherein God is set forth as good to all, aiid his

tender mercies over all his works. It is in-

deed a godlike principle in itself so rational,

so adapted to the human and universal consti-

tution of things—-that it seems to have been
deeply rooted in human nature in its original

formation—and when we feel the want of it,

we feel the effects of apparent violence done
to our own faculties. The relations we bear

to each other so strongly plead for the exer-

cise of this celestial principle, that we fairly

conclude that we never could have come
from the hands of an all-wise and beneficent

Creator destitute of it, unless we were sent
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imperfect and utterly unqualified for the situ-

ation assigned us, and the part allotted us to

act in life. This principle seems to be the

universal spirit that animates and supports,

nourishes and cherishes the whole extent of

existence, as it operates in an infinite and un-

bounded manner in the divine mind in all

the works of creation and providence, so it is

essential to the cement and consolation of all

created society, whether in heaven above, or

earth beneath. I mean to be particular in

discoursing upon the nature and foundation

(both rational and scriptural) of this divine

temper, this godlike principle in the soul, be-

fore I take any particular notice of the text, it

being, in my opinion, a method better fitted

to elucidate the words of the apostle in the

text, than any other at present suggested to

my mind. In that charity which is the grand

demand of the gospel, we are required to love

the Lord our God with all our hearts^ with all

our souls, with all our minds, and with all our

strength—and this same principle of love or

benevolence, is to extend to our fellow-crea-

tures, so as that we love our neighbour as our-

selves ; which may be tried by a certain, con-

cise, and infallible standard, exhibited by
our Saviour, and by some called the " golden

rule of equity'*

—

Whatsoever ye would that

men should do unto you, do ye also unto them*

That mankind are not generally actuated by a

13
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principle so full of utility to the world, so pro-

ductive of internal tranquillity, and so con-

formable to the infinitely amiable spirit, is too

plain. It is acknowledged that a fallen world

are too much excited by the infernal passions

of malice, envy and revenge, to transform the

regions of peace into a field of blood ; but

still it must be acknowledged that charity^ in

the beauty of it's nature, and the extensive-

ness of its utility, is too bright and obvious

to escape the approving notice of human na-

ture, debased as it is—so that universal char-

ity, the life and essence of Christianity, is but

the very substance of untainted humanity,

and the capital precept of natural religion—It

is a spark struck from the Deity,and kindling

the creature up into a resemblance in minia-

ture of the Creator. Humanity thus exalted,

thus actuated, is a picture of divinity.

Men must be very captious and unreasonable

indeed, who blame the christian religion, on
account of the sublimity or extent of its mor-
als, when the temper of heaven, a godlike, re-

fined principle is their life and breath. The
apostle Paul has shewn himself master of

equal argument and address in handling this

point, in various parts of his writings, in

many of which diis grand characteristick of

the christian religion is explained from the

principles of natural reason, and confirmed by
jthe general consent of mankind. He consid-
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ers us as members one of another^ and illus=

trates our obligations to mutual benevolence

and compassion, by the care which the vari-

ous members of the animal body have one

over another, because if one member suffer,

all the members suffer with it. When he

was convented before a learned Pagan au-

dience at Athens, though scripture would
avail but little for the conviction of his hearers,

yet he found means to draw irrefragable argu-

ments in favour of supreme love to the only

deity, and universal charity to the intelligent

creation, from the writings of their own po-

ets, and the consent of the heathen world.

Acts xvii. 28, As certain also of your own
poets have said^ ''^for we also are his off-

spring.^"^ The original and unchangeable re-

lation of mankind to their creator, is of a filial

nature—and in this view of it are we confirm-

ed by our Saviour, since he teaches us to

claim the endearing relation, when we invoke

him as " our father which is in heaven." It

seems from the use the apostle makes of this

quotation, from a heathen poet, and the man-
ner in which he adduces it, that the idea of a

parental and filial relation between God and
mankind, was so natural, and so universally

dictated to the human mind, that the innume-
rable prejudices and superstitions that had
over-run the Pagan world, had not been able

wholly to efface it. He did not think it dis-
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paraging to his dignified station in the chris

tian church, to shew how consentaneous the

chief pillars of evangelical truth were to the

dictates of calm and unbiassed reason, and

even the allowed maxims of their best writers.

Our duty towards God not only plainly re-

sults from this relation, but towards our feU
loxv-men. A temper composed of reverence

and love must operate in our souls towards

the universal parent, and the very considera-

tion of our being his offspring, tends to in-

spire us with affectionate and humble piety

towards the father of our spirits—and it tends

likewise to set in a strong point of light our

obligations to love as brethren^ to be pitiful

and courteous, to rejoice with them that re-

joice, and w^eep with them that weep.

Heart-felt sympathy, and mutual benevolence,

are most assuredly due from those who are

so nearly allied as children of one common
father, partakers of one common nature, and

united by the ties of blood and humanity.

Various arguments, drawn from the infinite

amiableness of the divine nature to enforce

our obligations to place our supreme love up-

on him, might be here mentioned, but I omit

them, and only subjoin this observation, that

our duty as subjects to our rightful sovereign

requires an ai'dent and unrestrained affection

towards him. The preceptive part of God's
word enjoins it, nor can we escape the guilt
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and doom of disobedient rebels, unless we
love the Lord our God, for God is love, and
he that dwelleth in love, dwelleth in God, and
God in him. And fiom this godlike source^

renewed in the soul, will proceed streams of

benevolence and beneficence, that shall glad-

den the hearts of all within our reach. This
will produce obedience, constant and uniform
obedience to those injunctions of our blessed

and exemplary high-priest. ^ ?iew command-
ment give I unto you^ that ye love one anoth-

er as I have loved you. All things whatsoever

ye would that men should do unto you, do ye
even so to them. And indeed, charity is fre-

quently considered as the governing princi-

ple of our conduct towards mankind, and
that for this reason, as it is beyond our power
to bestow any degrees of happiness upon the

Deity, our charity is to manifest itself towards
our fellow-men, among whom there are a va-

riety of proper objects for the purpose. Here
a conformity to the divine temper may shine

forth conspicuous in universal benevolence,

in relieving the distressed, supplying the

wants of the needy, comforting the disconso-

late, forgiving ;he injurious and spiteful, and,

in short, in doing good as we have opportuni-

ty, unto all men. This God accepts as if ac-

tually performed towards himself, and, as

such, will reward it.—Therefore it is repre-

sented that the grand decision of every one's
13^



150

fate at the last day, shall turn upon this single

point, Mat. xxv. 40, Verily I say unto you,

inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the

least of these my hrethrert^ ye have done it unto

me. Hence likewise our Saviour directs Pe-

ter to manifest his love to him by feeding his

sheep and his lambs. Faith, hope, charity,

(says the apostle, 1 Cor. xiii. 13.) the great-

est of these three is charity. Charity is that

never-failing, lovely flower that grows from
the root of faith ; it unites to God, and makes
us like God. Herein is displayed the divine

image in the soul, whereas faith and hope
have no place in the supreme mind, and

would really be of no use to us, were they not

as stairs by which we ascended to charity,

the temper of heaven. Charity neverfaileth.

Instead of leaving us when we leave this

world, it shall go with us to the regions of

love, there to be refined, enlarged and perfect-

ed ; whereas faith and hope, as they are adap-

ted only to an imperfect state, and imply a

previous apostacy, shall totally fail at death.

They have no place in a world of perfection ;

for there one shall be swallowed up in sight,

and the other vanish before actual enjoyment.

It is certainly then with propriety that this

grace is spoken of as the essence, life, and

sum -total of religion. That the grand article

of inquiry at the day of retribution, shall re-

spect the genuine fruits of this godlike temper
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—that it is called the bond of perfectness

—

that hereby all men shall know that we are

Christ's disciples, if we love one another

and that we know that we are passed from
death to life, if we love the brethren. When
good men are to be consigned over to a state

of everlasting love and charity, the Judge vin-

dicates the honour of his own character in

shewing how they abound in those graces

that best qualify them for an admission into

such a state. And indeed the whole duty

and life of Christianity in this world, is noth-

ing but love, varied in diiTerent scenes, cir-

cumstances and relations of life, in different

acts, kinds and degrees, and towards different

objects. Without this, there can be no piety

towards God, and no justice towards his

creatures : for however one may outwardly

act that which is a real security of my just

property, yet if selfishness and worldly pru-

dence dictated his conduct, it can scarcely

pass for justice. When we consider all these

things, we have no occasion to wonder that

the aposile has set forth the necessity and ex-

cellency of charity in so strong and emphatic-

al a manner as he does in the text

—

Aiid

though I bestow all my goods tofeed the poor^

and though I give my body to be burued, and
have not charity^ it projiteth me nothing.

Here it may be inquired, how is this possi-

ble ? Munificence and liberality towards our
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fellow creatures, are the most natural and sat-

isf^ictory evidences of internal charity—and

surely, if a man voluntarily suffers death in

the cause of religion, he gives the highest

possible evidence of unshaken integrity, and

conscious sincerity : how then can it be, that

a man who devotes his whole substance to

the support of the needy, and dies a martyr

to the christian faith, can be destitute of char-

ity, nothing but an outside shew, a tinkling

cymbal, that is all sound, and no substance ?

We frequently indeed, appropriate the name
of charity to acts of bounty to the poor and

indigent, without duly considering the spring

and principle of such acts. When the gene-

ral tenor of a man's behaviour is of this na-

ture, we have indeed a most substantial proof

that he is of a kind and compassionate dispo-

sition, and has a strong sense of humanity ;

but we have no evidence merely from this,

that he has that charity which is the bond of

perfectness, a christian grace implanted in the

soul by the holy spirit. And indeed, if a

man lay down his life for his religion, greater

love could not by one single act be shewn ;

that is, it affords the strongest and clearest

presumption in nature, of his fortitude and

sincerity—but still this may possibly be done

from some principle inconsistent with charity.

Some have taken the words to imply a

supposition that the aposle did not intend that
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such a case ever did, or ever can happeii.

To give us a greater sense of the sublime and

exahed nature, as well as absolute necessity of

charity, he makes a supposition to this pur-

pose " Suppose such a thing was possi-

ble, if I was to be so externally charitable as

to bestow all my goods to feed the poor, was
so religious as to give my body to be burned ;

now, if I was destitute of this excellent grace

in my heart, all this pomp of generosity, and

heroick virtue that may serve to dazzle the

eyes of the world, would never recommend
me to the divine favour and acceptance."

Such fictitious cases or suppositions

occur in scripture, and human writings fre-

quently, and there is this advantage in them,

that they hold forth an argument in its utmost

force, and call in the imagination to assist the

understanding in its conclusions. It is strict

reasoning—for when a case is supposed ag-

gravated and painted in the highest colours

that it can gather from imagination—I say, if

in this case it holds good, it must certainly be

conclusive in lesser instances of a similar na-

ture. But Vv^e may even go further than this

construction or paraphrase of the words, and
suppose that the apostle's supposition is not

merely fictitious, but has happened, and may
again happen in real life, as to benefactions

to the poor, and in a voluntary death—con-

sider charity as a divine principle in the
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heart, conforming the soul to God, and pro-

ducing a uniform course of obedience to his

laws, and we may certainly find men gene-

rous to profuseness in their benefactions to

the indigent, without this grace ruling and

governing in their hearts. And we may con-

ceive of others under some certain circum-

stances, suffering a voluntary death for relig-

ion, and yet destitute of charity, or the very

life and essence of that religion for which they

suffer. A man that has no religion in his

soul, and is in many instances extremely de-

fective as to the duties of charity in its exten-

sive sense, may be naturally of a kind, gene-

rous make and constitution, a certain bias

and propensity in his nature, a native open-

ness and generosity in his very composition,

prompts him to support and provide for those

that are in want, and he takes delight in it,

not from any love to God, or delight in the

moral perfections of his nature—the soft and
generous emotions of his humane soul, render

him a father to the indigent, and the blessing

of those that are ready to perish, come upon
him ; but pride may always reign predomi-
nant in him, and occasion may arise, wherein

envy and revenge may have scope sufficient

for action in a day of temptation. Mere os-

tentation and pride may make a man very
profuse and liberal in his donations. His
thirst after a character eminent for generosity,
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may produce something excessive and prodi-

gal in his communications, in which case it

must be allowed on all hands, that he posses-

ses not the temper of the gospel. Pride is

one of the most active and vehement princi-

ples that actuates human nature, and one way
in which it frequently operates, is by stirring

up its votary to the specious, plausible ap-

pearance of generosity and goodness, when
the affections and habits of universal benevo-

lence and christian charity are entirely wanting.

Again, is it not possible, nay, is it not

common for men under mistaken notions of

religion, to hope that they shall atone for their

sins, and expiate other violations of the divine

law, by pompous sacrifices of a charitable na-

ture ? In Roman Catholick countries, men
frequently part with all^ or a great part of

their estates that they may purchase heaven,

and appease an angry Deity, whom they have
offended by their past immoralities, by buy-
ing the good will of the church. Some-
thing of these sentiments are sometimes found
among Protestants, with respect to alms- giv-

ing, imagining tliat as -charity will cover a

multitude of sins, so, if they endow a hospi-

tal, or take care of a few distressed families,

they balance accounts with conscience for all

the oppression, fraud and injustice of their

lives. These may all be persons of an un-

charitable spirit, and who indulge themselves



156

in practices impious towards God, and injuri-

ous to man.

As to a man's laving down his life for re-

ligion, when he is destitute of charity, the es-

sence of it—instances of this kind are proba-

bly rare ; but that such instance may possibly

happen, must appear plain to any one that

considers the natural intrepidity of some con-

stitutions, the stubborn and impregnable prin-

ciple of honour in others, and especially the

amazing power of enthusiasm acting by itself,

or in conjunction with the other two, viz.

constitutional intrepidity, and a stubborn no-

tion of honour. How far these things may
move some of the human race, to contemn
life, and court their fate, it is impossible for

us to determine. If pride will spur men on

to seek death in the field of battle, and if they

dare purchase those laurels at the expense of

their lives, why should it be thought impossi-

ble that the same principle should animate

tliem to purchase the more noble crown of

martyrdom at the same expense, especially if

it be a prevailing opinion in their minds that

such an heroick act will ensure them heaven,

as the elevating expectation of being immedi-

atelv received into paradise, if dying while

lighting infidels, will inspire the most wicke d
Mahometan with invincible bravery.

Let us therefore improve what has been
said in correcting all mistaken notions of oth-
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er men's character. It is not a single act, or

a few instances of exalted generosity that en-

title him to the reputation of a good man.
The habits and dispositions of the mind, and
the general course of the life, are rather to be
regarded. His sentiments and behaviour are

like a river flowing uninterruptedly from an
inexhaustible source. When we estimate

actions in a moral sense, the distinguishing

article of consideration consists in the princi-

ple from whence those actions flow : for, as

the man thinketh, so is he.

We may deduce likewise, that a partial re-

ligion, a religion that is not perfectly consist-

ent in its operations, both internally and ex-
ternally, is really no religion at all. A scru-

pulous attachment to the circumstantials and
ceremonials of religion, without that charity

which is the very animating soul of Christiani-

ty, must surely avail but little.—The zeal

with which the bigotted sons of the Romish
church inflict excruciating torture upon all

that differ from them—and the scorn with
which too many protestants load those that

conform not to all their human devices, are
full evidences of the possibility of a high pro-
fession, and great zeal for religion, without
that charity which is the very soul of it. You
may have great hopes, and pretend to great
faith, you may have lively and affecting appre-
hensions of future and eternal scenes, and be

14
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under the deepest concern in consequence

thereof ; you may be frequent in the means
of grace, and fervent in addresses to almigh-

ty God ; you may speak with the tongues of

men and angels, may have the gift of prophe-

cy, and understand all mysteries, and all

knowledge ; though j^ou bestow all your
goods to feed the poor, and give your body
to be burned—what are you, if void of charity ?

sounding brass,and a tinkling cymbal—anemp-
ty,noisy professor-—a tinsePd hypocrite. Some
plume themselves upon the deep anxiety they

have heretofore felt on soul accounts, and look

back to past scenes of supposed contrition, for

evidence of present sincerity. Others expect

salvation from emotions of imagined humilia-

tion, but of real pride, or a fancied depen-

jdence upon what Christ has done and suffer-

ed, without any love to the moral excellen-

cies of his nature, or conformity to his char-

acter. Such a religion, I say, is no religion^

that will finally avail, or answer the purpose

.designed by its professors. Knowledge, or-

thodoxy, and profession, superior gifts and

superior attainments, exalted usefulness and

unblemished character, all these are unavaila-

ble, unless a rooted principle of love in the

heart, be the moving engine of the whole con-

.duct

—

Fo7^ \f(^ny ^^^^^ ^ove not the Lord Jesus

Christy let him be anathama maranatha— -and

if any man say I lave God^ a7id hateth his

brother, he is a liar ; for he that loveth not
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his brother whom he hath seen^ how can he

love God whom he hath ?iot seen ?

Let us all therefore, seek after fervent

charity. Let a sense of the excellency and
importance of that divine principle engage us

to seek earnestly of God that he would shed

abroad his love in our hearts by his hol\

spirit, and where this temper of heaven is al-

ready begun or implanted in any of our souls,

let us be careful that we, by the genuine fruits

thereof in our deportment, pay honour to the

Father of our spirits, the author of the glori

ous change. Let a delight in him, iind a de-

sire after him, uniform obedience to his pre-

ceptive will, and a patient submission to his

providential discipline, evince the sincerity of

our charity.-—And with respect to our fellovv^-

men, let our love appear to be without dis-

simulation, by a just, righteous and faithful

demeanour in all our commerce and conver-

sation with those about us, seeking peace and
pursuing it as we have opportunity, inRuence
and advantage for that purpose, avoiding all

the ways of covetousness, anger and revenge,

entertaining emotions of pity for the afflicted,

and partaking, by a grateful sympathy, in the

good things of the prosperous.

But of ail men in the world, none lie under
more apparent obligations, capable of being
enforced from considerations of a peculiar na-

ture, to the distinguished exercise of this ex-
cellent grace, than the ministers of the gospel*,
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the embassadors of the Prince of Peace. In

as much as I am appointed to speak on this

occasion, and the association have, by an ex-

press vote, declared their expectation at such
times, of such matter as is adapted to a con-

vention of the clergy—In as much likewise,

as my subject may properly be improved to a

conformity with the design of the said vote

—

and may I not add likewise, in as much as

my declining health renders it very improba-

ble that I shall ever stand in the place of a

preacher at such a convention again. Taking
these things into consideration, I beg liberty

to conclude my discourse wish a short, spec-

ial address to my fathers and brethren in the

ministry here present.

Reverend Sirs,

As I w^ould not ramble from the subject in

hand, and am therefore under necessity of

confining myself to what relates to charity,

the distinguishing capital grace in the chris-

tian temper, so there can nothing with more
propriety be recommended to those of sacred

chcU-acter, than a distinguishing regard to, and
practice of it. Evil surmises, animosity and

jealousy exciting men to load one another

with opprobrious terms, and undermining that

mutual confidence which gives the sweetest

relish to social lile, are odious in men of any
character, but peculiarly so in those that are

set for examples to the flock. That distinc-

tions have been made in our country among
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the ministers of the gospel, merely on account

of evil surmises, or groundless jealousies, or

perhaps on account of some real speculative

differences, and that these distinctions have

been follovred with effects very prejudicial to

the peace and harmony of the church, is very

certain. -God forbid that we should any of

us cease to contend earnestly for the faith

once delivered to the saints ; and the funda-

mental articles of this faith are too explicith%

plainly and repeatedly revealed in the holy or-

acles for an honest inquirer to mistake. As
to difference in speculative matters, or the

conveniency of this or that mode of worship
or discipline, it is not to be expected but that

it must necessarily arise. A veneration for

our ancestors, our different complexions and
constitutions, with a variety of other supposea-

ble circumstances, render it almost impossi-

ble that uniformity of sentiment in all things

should take place : but pray let us, in such
a case, act as did the guiltless Nathanael, who
entertained so strong a prejudice against Na»
zareth, that when Peter told him he had
found the Messiah,Jesus ofNazareth, exclaim-
ed can any good thing come out of Nazareth ?

Peter says, '' Come and see," examine the

matter yourself—he accordingly does—his

prejudices give way to his conviction, and he
acknowledges the Messiah in these words,
*^ Rabbi, thou art the Son of God, thou art

14,
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the King of Israel.'' And yet while he la-

boured under this prejudice, he was a good
man ; for when Jesus saw Nathanael coming
unto him, he saith of him, '' Behold an Isra-

elite indeed, in whom there is no guile."

As long as men may have good ?.fFections in

their hearts, and yet entertain some wrong no-

tions in their heads—charity, which hopeth

all things, should influence us, if it be possi-

ble, as much as in us lieth, to live peaceably

with all men. Don't let us at any time be

rash and severe in judging any. Let us re-

member that we all are servants of one mas-
ter, and must finally be called to give up our

account to him of our conduct in his service.

Let us therefore, endeavour to be failhtul to

strengthen one another's hands, and encour-

age one another's hearts. Little and unnec-

essary animosities and bickerings among those

engaged in labours of so arduous and impor-

tant a nature, and followed with consequences

so very interesting to ourselves and others,

let them arise from what source they will,

are certainly pernicious. According to apos-

tolick advice, I will not rebuke an elder, but

intreat him as father, and the younger men as

brethren. I therefore, my fathers and breth-

ren, intreat you to seek the promotion of

charity among your people—the benefit of

it in the world—and the more illustrious ex-

ercise of it among yourselves. The excellen-

cy of the subject, and the dignified rank it
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holds among the christian graces, will recom-

mend it as a theme of frequent discourse in

your publick administrations. It's advantage

to the world will make you, were it only

from political motives, industrious that it be

understood and practised in the world ; and

a regard to the honour of your sacred charac-

ter, will influence you to be expemplary in

the exercise of it, since you are as a city set

upon a hill which cannot be hidden. Never
can the words of the Psalmist be applied with

more propriety than when they are applied

to gospel ministers : Behold how good and

how pleasant it isfor brethren to dwell togeth-

er in unity : It is like the precious ointment

upon the head^ which ran down upon the

heard^ even Aaron's beard, that ran down to the

skirts ofhis garments^ as the dexv ofHermon,
and as the r^ew that descended upon the moun-

tains of Zion.

O ! may we ever shew ourselves patterns

in good works ; in doctrine, uncorrupt-

ness, gravity, sound speech that cannot be

condemned, commending ourselves to every

man's conscience in the sight of God, doing

nothing against the truth, but for the truth,

nothing through vain glory, but to edification,

through Jesus Christ our Lord, to w^hom
with the eternal Father, and ever blessed Spir-

it, be blessing, honour and glory forever and
ever, AMEN.



ESSAY VII,

A SHORT EXTRACT FROM THE WRITINGS OF MR,
WILLIAM CH1LLINGW©RTH, ON THE RELIGION OF
TROTESTANTS.

'^ Chilling WORTH, addressing himself to

a Roman writer, speaks of the religion of
Protestants in the following terms, worthy to

be inscribed in letters of gold."
" Know then, sir, that when I say the re-

ligion of Protestants is in prudence to be

preferred before your's ; as, on the one side

I do not understand by your religion the

doctrine of Bellarmine or Baronius^ or any

other private man amongst you, nor the doc-

trine of the Sarbonne, or of the Jesuits, or of

the Dominicans, or any other particular com-
pany among you, but that in which you all

agree, or profess to agree, The doctrine of the

Council of Trent : so accordingly on the oth-

er side, by the religion of Protestants^ I do
not understand the doctrine of Luther, or

Calvin, or Melancthon, nor the confession of

Augshiirgh, or Geneva, nor the Catechism of
Heidelberg, nor the articles of the Church of
England—no, nor the harmony of Protestant

confessions, but that wheiein they all agree,

and which they all subscribe with a greater

harmony, as a perfect rule of faith and action,

that is, the Bible / The Bible, I say , the Bi-

ble GVAij, is the religion of Protestants, what-

ever else they believe besides it, and the plain.
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irrefragable, indubitable consequences of it,

well may they hold it as a matter of opinion
;

but as a matter of fluth and religion, neither

can they with coherence to their own
grounds believe it themselves, nor require be-

lief of it of others, without most high and
most schismatical presumption, I, for my
part, after a long, (and as I verily believe and
hope) impartial search of the true v/ay to eter-

nal happiness, do profess plainly, that I can

not find any rest for the sole of my foot, but

upon this Rock only. I see plainly, and with

my own eyes, that there are popes against

popes, and councils against councils ; some
fathers against other fathers, the same fathers

against themselves ; a consent of fathers of

one age against a consent of fathers of anoth-

er age : traditive interpretations of scripture

are pretended, but there are few or none to

be found ; no tradition but that of scripture

can derive itself from the fountain, but may
be plainly proved either to have been brought
in, in such an age after Christy or that in such
an age it was not in. In a word, there is no
sufficient certainty but of scripture for any
cojisider'mg man to build upon. This,
therefore, and this only, I have reason to be-

lieve. This I will profess ; according to

this, I will live ; and for this, if there be oc-

casion, I will not only willingly, but even
gladly lose my life, though I should be sorry

that Christians should take it from me. Pro-
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pose me any thing out of the book, and
require whether I believe or not, and seem it

ever so incomprehensible to hvunan reason, I

will subscribe it with hand and heart, as

knowing that no demonstration can be strong-

er than this, God hath said so, therefore it is

true. In other things I w^ill take no man's
liberty of judging from him ; neither shall

any man take mine from me. I will think no
man the worse man^ nor the w^orse Cliristian ;

I w^ill love no m.an the less for differing in

opinion from me. And what measure I

mete to others, I expect from them again. I

am fully assured that God does not, and there-

fore men ought not, to require any more of

any man than this— 7o believe the scripture

to be God^s word ; to endeavour to Jind the

true sense ofit^ and to live according to it.'^^

Chiliingworth's works, folio edit. 1742.
" It may be proper to add that Chil-

lingworth was a very learned and eminent di-

vine of the Church of England, and lived in

the reign of Charles tlie first. In the earlier

part of his life he embraced the Romish relig-

ion ; but having found after the most impar-
tial investigation, that it was false and incon-

clusive, he returned to the communion of the

Church of England, and vindicated the prot-

estant religion, in a work intitled, The religion

of ProtestarUs a safe way to heaven,'^''—Ex-
tracted from Mr. John Evans's sketch of the

denominations of the Christian world.
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