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Editorial of the Month

The Changing and the Changeless in the Church

THERE are some things about the Church

that are subject to change as Christianity

moves from one nation or culture to another

nation or culture. Even among nations that

have long been predominantly Christian the

Church has undergone important changes as

it has moved from one century to another. But

there are some things that cannot change.

They belong to the essence of Christian fellow-

ship and so they abide through the ages and

across the changes of culture or race.

This difference between the things that

abide and the things that change in the Chris-

tian Church is beginning to be a serious

question for Christian statesmen these days.

It will be one of the burning issues at the great

conference of the International Missionary

Council at Madras, India, which meets Decem-
ber 13-30. The 450 men and women who will

gather there from every land on earth where

there is a Christian Church will try to assess

the Christian task in the light of present world

needs and opportunities. At least half of the

delegates will be from the Younger Churches.

They do not look at these questions from the

same angle as we Westerners. When they

come to distinguish between what is essential

in the Christian Church and what is only

incidental, it may be found that we of the

West will have to revise our ideas along these

lines.

Some of the things in Christianity that we
have been accustomed to regard as essential

may turn out to be only incidental. They
may prove to be the product not of the spirit

of Christ who founded the Church but the

product only of this methodical machine-like

Spirit of the West.

If this should be the case, the Younger
Churches, as they are called, will have to be
given liberty to find substitutes for these

purely Western elements in the Christian

Church, substitutes that are in rime with their

own political, social, and cultural backgrounds.
It will not only be their privilege, it will be
their duty.

At least one thing will be found to belong
to the Christian Church in its essence, no
matter where or when. That is the sense of

fellowship with Jesus. The earliest believers

in Jesus gathered about His person. They

were literally His followers. They followed

Him wherever He went. They called them-

selves His disciples. His learners. They called

Him their Master, and they were told not

to call any one else by that title. And more
than that, they believed in Him. That is to

say, they trusted Him as their Saviour. That

is the essence of the Christian Church: it is

the fellowship of human beings with Jesus

Christ the divine Saviour. It is the same
essence everywhere and always, among the

youngest as well as the oldest Churches. This

the missionary must cling to amid all the

external changes that attend the progress of

the Church in new surroundings.

This idea of the Church carries other things

with it. For example, the believer's union with

Christ is always something social. Those

earliest disciples of Jesus shared a common
life. It was different from that of other

people. They went to the same places. They
listened to the same teaching. They witnessed

the same wonderful works. They experienced

much the same emotions and were filled with

much the same hopes. So they developed a

sense of common interest. It also made them
a distinct group, separated in various ways
from other people. That is why Jesus used

the word "church." It means called out or

separated. So here we have another item in

the unchangeable qualities of the Christian

Church. Wherever the missionary carries his

Christianity, it will be found that those who
share this personal trust in Christ constitute

a distinct group among themselves. They are

bound together by their common fellowship

with the Lord.

The big conference at Madras will reckon

with the fact that through all the variety of

Church polity and worship among the Chris-

tians of various lands, through all the develop-

ments of Christian doctrine and ethics, the

ruling idea in the Church is this sense of

fellowship that comes from the believer's

union with Christ and binds the brethren into

a community with bonds both visible and

invisible. The Church in its unalterable

essence is the congregation of believers, the

communion of saints.

Abdel Ross Wentz.
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The Quiet Hour
Julia Hall Babtholomew

And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they
had heard and seen.—LuKE 2: 20.

The first Christmas gifts were "their treasures . . .

three gifts, gold, frankincense, and myrrh."

Lord. I would thank You for eyes to see

Miracles in our everyday earth:
The colors that crowd monotony,
The flame of the humblest flower's birth.

Lord, I would thank You for gifts without season:
The flash of a thought like a banner unfurled.

The splendor of faith and the sparkle of reason.

The tolerant mind in a turbulent world!—Joseph Auslander.

Good-will is slumbering in the hearts of men of

all nations of the world and it must be awakened.
This is the only possible realism imaginable in pre-

serving the peace of the world. —John Gass.

Unenlightened people are notoriously confident that

they have a monopoly on all truth.—Henry Morton Robinson.

'"But we are coming to regard work as a by-
product of human life rather than human life as a

raw material of work."

The redemptive mission of Christianity must
include not only individuals but also the social order
in which they live. God must rule in the affairs of

men as well as in their hearts.—Leon M. Flanders.

Christmas is one of tlip loveliest and profoundest of

svmbols; suggesting and standing for the richness

and wonder of life, and the depth and richness of

life's meanings. —Anne Bryan McCall.

Let your son experiment with music as he does
with the tools in his father's cellar workshop. Mus'c
is an art. but it is a craft too. and many a human
being has been won to art through craftsmanship.—Catherine Drinker Bowen.

The flowers we send are only imaginary, but the

love and admiration are very real and lasting.
—Blanche Harnish Stein.

"There is no such thing as death
In nature. Nothing dies.

From each sad remnant of decay
Some forms of life arise."

Granted that those who wish peace are at present
divided as to the means to gain and keep it, we can
all agree that war is certainly not the will of God
for the world of our time.—Henry Sloane Coffin.

He whose soul glows and flames through all he
does and thinks, has discovered a bottomless well

of living refreshment to draw from.

—Emma Curtis Hopkins.

Out of my window I can see

A winter beaten cypress tree

—

Beauty is left though straight and strong.

Made of patience to bear the wind s wrong.

—Cale Young Rice.

"We can be fairly sure, in any realm, that we are

dealing with reality when in that realm we fulfill

conditions and the universe answers us."

"I have so loved the glory of the day.

From surging dawn to glorious setting sun,

I think some light must linger on my eyes

When life is done."

Think thoughts of truth that you may be guided
by supreme wisdom; think thoughts of faith that

you may have the peace of God.—Fenwick Holmes.

Can we not, like those three wise men, travel across

the desert of waste that is in the life and heart of

every one of us and kneel in spirit before the One
altogether lovely and undefilable who dwells within

us eternally newborn—no matter what our lives have

been—and lay at His feet gifts of renewed faith, of

deep thankfulness that He is, of increased awareness

that He is the only hope of the world, the one Savior

for all people?
—Celia Caroline Cole.

The Prayer

GRANT to me above all things that can be desired, to rest in Thee, and in Thee to have my heart at peace.

Thou art the true peace of the heart. Thou its only rest; out of Thee all things are hard and restless.

Amen. —Thomas a Kempis.
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Impressions of a First Christmas in a Mission Field

BEFORE I left America I had an idea that

if I ever would be homesick it would
certainly be at Christmas time. I must admit
that in a way I dreaded the coming; of the

Yuletide season, which most certainly would
bring with it a great many fond memories.

When Christmas Day approached, all of the

things which we in America are inclined to

think must be a part of the holiday atmos-

phere were missing. I simply did not have

what we call the "Christmas spirit".

On the afternoon of December 23rd, a

friend of mine, who teaches at a local Chris-

tian school for girls, phoned me and asked

whether I would be interested in going carol-

ling at a local hospital on the afternoon of

the 24th. At first I wanted to say "no",

because that hospital is situated on the

extreme opposite end of the city, and besides,

they were going to sing all the carols in

Chinese. I was afraid I would feel out of

place. For some reason or other I accepted;

I'll never be sorry!

We arrived at the hospital at about five

o'clock. We took an elevator to the top floor

and began singing our carols, although it was
still very light outside. With our Chinese

lanterns swinging at the ends of thin bamboo

sticks we wandered from one ward to another

and from corridor to corridor, lustily singing

the old familiar carols. All the Chinese girls

sang them in Cantonese, I sang them in

English, and the teachers took turns singing

in both languages, whichever they knew the

best. We must have sounded very strange,

but we had very appreciative audiences where-

ever we went! By far the greater part of

the people to whom we sang were Chinese,

many of them, no doubt, not having enough
background to know what we were singing

about. However, they were all very attentive.

In one ward, called the students' ward because

the men in there could read, one of the men
proudly started to sing with us! He sang

in his native language, of course, but he sang

with so much assurance that he gave some
of the other men the same spirit, so they,

too, hummed with us. I could tell of several

other similar experiences there and in other

places but I don't want to trouble you with

details. I just want you to know that I

learned very forcibly that the real Christmas

spirit is in our hearts and in the hearts of

those whom we have come out here to help!

Gertrude M. Zenk.
Hong Kong, China.

A Prayer for China

INTERNAL GOD, Ancient of Days, who sittest throned in glory, let Thy blessing rest upon the ancient

'—' nation of China. Look mercifully, we beseech Thee, upon the Chinese people in this time of their

national crisis, and in this day of their distress. Have compassion upon the multitude of men, women and

children who are the innocent victims of the cruelty and inhumanity of war. Pour out upon the nation

and its leaders Thy Spirit, the Spirit of truth and righteousness, that they may be empowered to establish

and defend a good government, and be guided into a life of freedom and peace. Bless especially the Chris-

tian leaders of the land that they may be of good courage and of great faith. Protect for their sake the

messengers of Thy love and grant to all missionaries a clear appreciation of the present opportunities for

service in the name and spirit of their Master. May their lives and their labor be precious in Thy sight.

Let Thy powerful benediction rest upon the Christian Church in China, that she may stand fast in the faith

and persevere in all good works. Grant to the nations of the world patience, wisdom and understanding,

that they may help and not hinder the unity and prosperity of a great people; and bring to the whole world

the blessing of fellowship with Thy Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

—From '"Prayers for the Far East."'
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The Church School of Missions

ALMOST 5,000 copies of a little pamphlet

entitled "The Church School of Mis-

sions" have gone into the hands of all the

pastors, into every local Woman's Missionary

Society and Women's Union, and into the

hands of a considerable number of the young
people of the Evangelical and Reformed
Church. What has happened is not greatly

unlike the sowing of seed nor the sprouting

thereof. From North Carolina yesterday,

from New Orleans the day before, from Penn-

sylvania and Indiana today, come letters tell-

ing of churches that have decided to set up
such a project some time this fall, asking for

further information regarding materials and
procedures. What better scheme could be

adopted for an adequate observance of the

Foreign Missions Emphasis period after

Christmas than this one which unites a whole

congregation in fellowship and study on some
phase of the great outreach of the Christian

Church? That the project is effective and
that it has great possibilities for the enlarge-

ment of the horizon of any congregation's

thinking is attested by the following account

of just such a project. Rev. Rudolf W.
Locher, of Hornell, New York, who has par-

ticipated in an Interdenominational School

of Missions in his town each year for quite

a number of years, writes as follows:

"We came now to the series of services

which we felt would put our whole program
to its severest test. We instituted a series of

six Sunday evenings which we called 'A

School of Applied Christianity.' Really it was
a school of missions. Several Sundays pre-

viously we had circulated enrolment blanks,

headed: 'Jesus in the Life of Today'—Six

Sunday evenings 'To Learn and to Worship.'

Then followed the dates and program and a

place for signature. We began at seven

o'clock with five instruction and discussion

groups, ranging from junior high school to

adult. Each group studied and discussed one

of the current missionary books, either on

Japan or on Oriental life in the United States.

This period was followed by a worship ser-

vice, which featured such things as a stere-

opticon lecture on Japan, a group of foreign

students from a near-by college, an address

by a returned missionary, an evening of

Japanese poetry and song and movies on mis-

sionary work. We were overwhelmed when
we discovered that the assembled groups filled

the auditorium to overflowing. Our average

attendance at these meetings was well over

200 and fully 75% were YOUNG PEOPLE.
Furthermore the attendance kept up during

all of the six Sunday evenings.

"The seventh Sunday evening brought the

climax in the presentation of the Pageant-

Drama: 'The Cross Triumphant,' which was
written by the missionaries of our own Re-

formed Church in Japan, and tells the story

of Japanese family life and how it is blessed

by the coming of Christianity. We used

authentic Japanese costumes, provided espe-

cially for the pageant by the Woman's Mis-

sionary Society of the Reformed Church.

The cast included more than forty people

from the different participating churches.

Our own church furnished the boys for the

bovs' school scene, as well as three of the

leading characters. More than a thousand

people crowded into the largest church in

town and more than a hundred of them had
to stand during the two hours of the perform-

ance. The effect upon the community cannot

be estimated. The local paper reported it next

day as a major event in the life of the city."

If you are desirous of further information

regarding the excellent materials that are

available or information on any phase of the

set-up and procedure, write to The Coopera-

tive Council of Missionary Education. 1720

Chouteau Avenue, St. Louis. Every facility

of the office of the Council will be made avail-

able to you in your attempt to avail your

congregation of this opportunity of enlarging'

its world vision and of more intelligently sup-

porting the world enterprise of the Christian

Church.

David D. Baker.

The Cover Page

The cover page is a reproduction of a Chinese Christmas greeting sent to the Secretary

of the Board of Foreign Missions last Christmas by one of our missionaries. These Christ-

mas greetings are most skillfully cut out of red paper by hand and backed up with gold leaf

paper, making a verv striking effect.
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Home Missions
Charles E. Schaeffer, Editor

The Board of Home Missions Does This . .

THE significance of the work of Home Mis-

sions is but dimly recognized by many
of our Church members. They fail to appre-

ciate the fact that this enterprise is an integral

part of the program of the Church. It is

not something that is hung on to it like a

toy on a Christmas tree or a spare tire on

an automobile. It is not a side issue, which

mav be pursued or neglected according to

one's whims or impulses, not something

optional, but obligatory. Its far-flung activi-

ties are part and parcel of the mission of the

Church, and apart from them the Church
shrinks and suffers. I shall set down in suc-

cinct fashion a number of these major activi-

ties of the Board.

I. It seeks out new fields. It explores new
territory. It is a scouting enterprise, a pio-

neering process. It blazes new trails, opens

up new highways, digs new trenches, throws

up new ramparts. It serves as the vanguard

of the Church, the spearhead of the Church,

the thrust of the Church forward. As such

Home Missions does its work out on the

fringes of the Church, on its outer frontiers.

The Home Mission forces are the Church's

army of occupation, invading, taking new
areas for Christ and the Church.

2. It thus enlarges the borders of the

Church, pushes its boundary lines ever out-

ward embracing new territory. There was a

time when the western boundary of our
Chiirch was the Allegheny Mountains. Then
a Home Missionary pushed this boundary line

to where Pennsylvania and Ohio meet. Soon
another extended the border across the State

of Ohio. Others pushed it farther beyond,
across Indiana, Illinois, Wisconsin, beyond
the Middle West, on out to the Pacific Coast.

Others at the same time pushed it to the north
and the south, until the boundaries of the

Church were practically coterminous with the

boundaries of the United States. "Enlarge
the place of thy tent. Strengthen thy stakes

and lengthen thy cords," spake the Prophet to

Israel long ago. Through the efforts of Home
Missions this prophetic word is being obeved
even to this day.

3. It extends its services to New Americans.
America is constituted of many national.
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racial, lingual strains and strands. It is a

polvglot country, the melting pot of the world.

How to assimilate and Americanize this com-
posite, heterogeneous mass of humanity has

always been a problem. The Home Mission

agencies were the first to address themselves

to the solution of this problem. They made
possible a ministry to these alien, foreign

speaking groups. They sought to interpret

America to the stranger within its gates, and
to integrate the stranger into the life and
spirit of the land of his adoption. Thus the

Board of Home Missions of the Reformed
Church has been rendering a valuable service

to such national groups as the Hungarians,

the Czechs, the Japanese and the Russian

Germans.

4. It offers a ministry to underprivileged

groups. There are in this country many com-

munities of handicapped, underprivileged,

almost forgotten people. In the economic
and cultural development of our country these

people have been overlooked or been neg-

lected. In the race they seem to have lost out.

No man seemed to care for their souls.

Among these are groups in the Ozarks, the

fishermen in Biloxi near New Orleans, folks

on Madaline Island in Lake Superior, the

Indians at Black River Falls, masses in the

congested centers of our large cities, the

migrants and other neglected areas of popu-

lation. Except for such ministry as the

Boards of Home Missions are offering to them
these groups would have no religious privi-

leges or opportunities.

5. It reconditions congregations which for

some reason or other have lost their eflSciency.

\ ery often these run-down churches are found
in the downtown sections of our cities, or in

certain rural communities where temporal

conditions have had an unwholesome effect

upon the Church. These congregations may
have become too weak numerically or finan-

cially to function effectively and yet they are

expected to fulfill a mission in their respective

communities. Therefore the Board of Home
Missions must come to the rescue and tempo-

rarily, at least, subsidize these churches. Thus
the Board becomes an aid-bestowing, a con-

serving agency.

6. It furnishes assistance in the erection

of new church buildings and parsonages. A
Church needs a house in which it can do its

work. It may not have the financial or moral
ability to make an adequate building possible,

and the Board of Home Missions is called

upon to assist in this project. Through it

the entire denomination comes to the help of
a weak but hopeful mission in providing it

with a suitable building. The erection of
many of our churches has thus been made
possible.

7. It seeks to win new converts to Christ.
Evangelism has always been a characteristic
function of Home Missions. By winning new
members it adds to the sum total of the mem-
bership of the Church. Therefore it becomes
a recruiting force, gathering and training new
workers so that the work may increasingly go
forward.

8. It furnishes a field of service for fully

one-tenth of the ministry of our Church.
Thus it helps to solve the problem of minis-
terial unemployment. When, in normal times,
the Board could start from ten to fifteen new
missions every year it could readily absorb
all the young graduates from our Theological
Seminaries and assure them a field of service.

One reason why some of our recent candi-
dates for the ministry are not yet placed is

because the Board has been unable in recent
years to open up new fields of work. It will

thus be seen how our Theological Seminaries
as well as all the other institutions and agen-
cies of the Church, are affected bv what is

or is not being done in the field of Home
Missions.

9. It vitalizes the life of the whole Church.
It gives the Church an outlook and an out-

reach. It lifts it out of a narrow provincial-
ism and a self centered parochialism. It sets

before the local church proper objectives
which release the spirit of liberality and thus
delivers it from pettiness and pauperism.
Moreover, it is the great unifying agencv of
the Church. \^hen members begin to pray
for, to give to, and to work for other mem-
bers in other parts of the Church, their inter-

ests and sympathies are enlarged, and they
become unified in a common spirit and pur-
pose. The reflex influence of missions on a
local congregation is a factor in this enter-
prise which must not be overlooked. A
congregation can not save its own soul unless
it saves others.

Home Missions then constitutes the most
realistic, the most indispensable task, of the
Church. If it has lost some of its prestige
and power in the thinking of our people, it

deserves, nay it demands, to be restored to
its rightful position in the program and pur-
pose of the Church. It challenges to a more
liberal support, to a more earnest cooperation
on the part of all our people.

C. E. S.
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Notes

ON SUNDAY evening, October 9, in the

West Side Hungarian Church in Buffalo,

a beautiful bronze tablet in memory of the

former pastor, Rev. Andrew Urban, was

unveiled with appropriate ceremonies. The
tablet was erected by "the Woman's Mission-

ary Society of the congregation in recognition

of the fact that Rev. Mr. Urban organized

the first Missionary Society among our Hun-
garian Churches. Mr. Urban when he first

came to Buffalo from Hungary became the

pastor of the' East Side Hungarian Church
and it was while he was the pastor of this

Church that he organized the first Missionary

Society. In connection with his labors on

the East Side he frequently conducted services

in the section of Buffalo known as Black Rock.

This "filial" congregation developed to such

proportions that Mr. Urban organized a reg-

ular congregation and became its first pastor,

relinquishing his work on the East Side. He
built a very beautiful and substantial Church
building with a commodious and comfortable

parsonage alongside. In connection with this

interest he also served the Tonawanda Hun-
garian Church. One of the first things he
did when he assumed the partorate of the

West Side Church was to organize a Mission-

ary Society, and it was this organization that

honored his memory by erecting this tablet.

On the occasion of its unveiling a large and
representative congregation was present. Visi-

tors had come from the East Side and the

Tonawanda Hungarian Churches, and a num-
ber of Evangelical and Reformed pastors were
also in attendance.

The services were in charge of the pastor.

Rev. S. Laky, and the memorial address was
delivered by Dr. Charles E. Schaeffer, General
Secretary of the Board of Home Missions.

The program which was rendered partly in

Hungarian and partly in English, was of a

two-fold character. The first part had special

reference as a memorial to the 13 Hungarians
who in 1849 offered up their lives as martvrs
in the cause of libertv. October 6, in Hun-
gary is observed as Memorial Day in recog-

nition of this historic incident, and many
Hungarians in America likewise observe this

day with appropriate ceremonies. The second

part of the program was associated with

the unveiling of the tablet in memory of Mr.
Urban. The entire service was a beautiful

tribute to those who were willing to give their

lives to a noble cause.

The Rev. William Van Reed Seltzer, after

serving Calvary Mission, Bethlehem, Pa., for

nine years resigned as pastor, effective

October 17th.

* * ->

On October 9, Dr. Charles E. Schaeffer

spoke four times in that many churches in

Buffalo. At 10 o'clock he addressed St. Paul's

Church, Rev. John M. Peck, pastor; at 11

o'clock he preached in St. Peter's Evangelical

Church, Rev. H. Lohans, pastor. At 5:30

P. M. he addressed a supper conference of

young people in the South Side Evangelical

Mission, Rev. Carl J. Zimniermann, pastor,

and at 8 P. M. he spoke at the unveiling of

a bronze tablet in the West Side Hungarian
Church. This latter service was followed by
a two hour conference with the Consistory

of the Hungarian Church, thus making a

rather full day.

* » »

It is quite fitting that the month of October
should be assigned as the Home Missions

Emphasis period in the Evangelical and Re-

formed Church. This is very definitely the

anniversary month for the united Church.
The Reformed Church dates its origin in this

country to October 15, 1725. By a singular

coincidence the Evangelical Synod of North
America dates its origin to October 15, 1840.

Thus both groups have the same birthday.

Salem Church, Winnipeg, Canada.
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though 115 years apart. The Hungarian
Church which is also a constituent part of

the merged Church dates its beginnings to

October 12, 1890, that is 48 years ago.

America celebrates October 12, as the day
when Columbus first discovered this western

continent, and the Protestant Reformation

observes October 31, when this great religious

movement was definitely inaugurated through

the nailing of the 95 Theses on the Church
door at Wittenberg, Germany, in the year

1517. Inspired by these great historic facts

the Evangelical and Reformed Church should

each year during the month of October be

planning for an advance program through its

Home Mission agencies, and rally its forces

to this end.

The death of Elder Tillman K. Saylor, of

Johnstown, Pa., which occurred on October

25th, removes a valued member of the Board
of Home Missions. Mr. Saylor was a lawyer

by profession, a leading citizen of Johnstown,
serving as City Solicitor for the last 25 years.

He was the leading elder in St. John's Evan-

gelical and Reformed Church in Johnstown,
teacher of the Men's Bible Class and fre-

quently represented his congregation before

the Classis, the Synod and the General Synod.

In 1932 the General Synod at Akron, Ohio,

elected him a member of the Board of Home
Missions. He served .in this capacity at the

time of his death. His insight into the work,

his ability to judge matters of relative impor-
tance and his interest in the Church made him
a very valuable member of the Board. He
was a member of the Finance Committee and
his wide experience in financial circles well

qualified him to serve on this important com-
mittee. He was also a member of the Board
of Directors of Hood College, and was asso-

ciated with many city and state and national

organizations.

His funeral services were held on October
28, and were in charge of his pastor. Rev.

George H. Bricker, assisted by Dr. Henry I.

Stahr who offered prayer and by Dr. Charles
E. Schaeffer who preached the sermon.

"Please Meet . .
."

SOME smart aleck years ago phrased a new
petition for the Litany which ran some-

thing like this: "From traducers and intro-

ducers. Good Lord deliver us." But lately

someone coined a new beatitude as follows:

—

"Blessed are the introducers." John the Bap-

tist was the great introducer of Jesus. He
was the herald announcing His appearance.

But of all the followers of Jesus the one that

has the distinction of being an introducer of

others to Jesus is Andrew. He was the first

disciple to follow Jesus. He found his own
brother and brought him to Jesus: thus he
introduced his brother Simon lo Jesus. And
lie was most self effacing, for in the published

lists of the Apostles Simon's name always

appears ahead of Andrew's. Andrew also

introduced the lad with five loaves and two
small fishes to Jesus. Philip was a cold, cal-

culating statistician, inclined to strike averages

and percentages, but Andrew was resource-

ful and recognized latent possibilities. "There
is a lad here," said he. Andrew also intro-

duced the Greeks to Jesus when thev came to

Jerusalem to see Jesus. They had first

addressed themselves to Philip, but Philip

told Andrew and Andrew told Jesus about
these who had thus come.

Thus Andrew was a real evangelist. For
what is an evangelist but one who introduces

others to Christ? Every pastor, everv Sun-
day School teacher, every Church worker who
introduces others to Christ thus partakes of
the spirit of Andrew. Andrew never became
the head of the Church like Peter, never the

Bishop of Jerusalem like James, never the

founder of churches like Paul, never the

orator like Apollos, but he knew how to bring
others to Christ. Even an obscure Christian

can introduce others to Christ. Blessed are

the introducers, for their reward is great in

heaven. "They that bring many to righteous-

ness shall shine like the stars forever and
ever."

C. E. S.
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Notes from the Treasurer

THESE notes are written just one week

before Thanksgiving. Within a week the

nation will celebrate the annual Thanksgiving

Day. No doubt some will ask "What have

I had to be thankful for? Nothing but dis-

appointments and discouragements."

Upon second thought I believe that each

one can find something to be thankful for.

May each one of us try and look for the bright

spots and magnify them. By doing so every-

body will be happier.

The office of the Treasurer of the Board
of Home Missions had its disappointments

and discouragements during this current year.

Many very difficult problems presented them-

selves from time to time. Amidst it all I

believe we can find many things for which

we have ample reason to be thankful to God
at this time.

The work of the Kingdom is still going on.

Perhaps never before was the challenge to

the Church louder and stronger than now.
May she gird herself and go forth in faith to

meet this challenge as did the disciples of old.

As a Board we are thankful that during the

past year some problems that seemed almost

insurmountable were solved. It meant service

and sacrifice to solve them.

If we were to consider merely the money
side of our work, we might say there is not

much to be thankful for, because so far our

receipts were less than a year ago, but we
are very grateful to the Church for that which
we have received.

During the past two years we have written

and said so much about our Twenty Thousand
Club that it may become wearisome to some
people. But right now we shall write about

it again. At this writing we are within 1500

of the first $100,000 mark. Is that not some-
thing for which we should be thankful?

$100,000 is no small amount of money and
this was raised with very little expense. The
other day the writer was in a congregation

where they had raised a number of these

memberships and thought they had about
finished the job, but two loyal members came
forward and said we will continue this work
and get more memberships. We are grateful

for such consecration on the part of our
Church members. The work of Home Mis-

sions does not stop and so the raising of

funds dare not cease.

Now what about the second $100,000 orig-

inally asked for through the Twenty Thousand
Club? Will we stop here and forget the

second half? That dare not be the case. Are
there not enough people in the Church who
could make up this second half? Even
though you gave before, why not repeat what
you did before? You paid taxes before but
you pay again. This is money paid to a cause
that stands not for destruction but for con-

struction, the building of human character.

Someone may read these notes who might
be interested in an annuity. Write to the

office of the Treasurer for information with
reference to annuities.

When you read these notes Thanksgiving
will be history. You will soon be starting a
new year. May the new year bring you many
blessings which will help to enrich your life

and may you share some of those blessings

with the Board of Home Missions.

Happy New Year to all!

Wm. F. DeLong.

Schlatter Memorial Church, Winston-Salem. N. C.
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The Mandate for Home Missions

Address Before the General Council of the United Church of Canada

Mark A. Dawber

IT
is with a very gratifying sense of personal

privilege and a deep sense of official honor
that I come bearing the greetings of the Home
Missions Council and the Council of Women
for Home Missions. At a meeting of the Joint

Administrative Committee held last week,
these Councils were very desirous that I should
convey to you their very good wishes for the

success of the work of your General Council
and assure you of their prayers in the great

work you are doing in The United Church of

Canada.

There is a sense in which this greeting will

seem a work of supererogation inasmuch as

you are an integral part of the Councils I rep-

resent. We are very happy to have the Home
Mission Board of The United Church in these

Councils, and want to assure you that we
consider you a very important part of the

work we are trying to do. We trust that we
have some contribution to make to you, but

we are very certain that you have a very great

contribution to make to us and to the work
that now lies before the Home Mission agen-

cies on the North American Continent.

It is true that we represent two different

nations, that a geographical boundary divides

us, but I am constrained to believe that that

is all that divides us, and that as the years

go by this geographical boundary becomes
less and less important. In the major interests

of our work there is no such barrier. We are

one in Christ; we are one in the spirit and
purpose of that desire for greater unitv to

serve Him ; we are one in the common heritage

of our Protestant faith and practice; we are

one in the common concern for the salvation

of mankind; and we are one in the great task

that is ours in a peculiar sense, of Christian-

izing this continent of North America. It is

about this latter interest that I desire to speak
in the time that you have generously given me.

Now I am willing to concede that there are

some tasks that we have on the other side of

the line that you do not have on this side, at

least vou do not have them in the same degree.

The Negro, the Mexican, the Southern Moun-
taineers, and the groups in the tropics such as

Porto Rico, Santo Domingo and Cuba—these

are a part of the Home Mission task in the

United States. On the other hand, you have

a few distinctive tasks in Canada. You have
much more of the old frontier still to deal

with. But in the main the Home Mission task

is the same, and I would remind you that it is

something unique in the Christian enterprise.

No other country in the world confronts the

kind of task that is being carried on by the

Home Mission agencies on this continent.

Some time ago I heard this question asked,

"When will this Home Mission business be

over?" This pertinent question was not asked

by one of those indifferent citizens, one of that

great army we are trying to enroll in order to

wind up this Home Mission business and re-

joice in an American continent that is unitedly

and whole-heartedly for Christ. Rather it was
propounded by a missionary-minded citizen,

one of that small army which is fighting the

good fight as workers in and supporters of the

cause.

I am not trying to be captious about this

question. I am concerned, however, to

enquire as to whether it was inspired by impa-
tience for results or that sense of despair

which inspires courage, since either of these

reasons challenges our Christian forces and
fully justifies the continued existence and the

renewed passion of Home Missions. If the

question arose from impatience, then he was
aware of the vast resources of our great Chris-

tian homeland where there should no longer
be hungry children and no lack of opportunity
for all to share in the good things of life.

If the question arose from despair, then he
must have been conscious of the native energy
and creativeness which have so ingeniously

exploited these great resources, and our Chris-

tian idealism which instinctivelv demands a

sharing of them, and should, if we would only
put our minds and hearts in them, make short

work of these inequitable conditions that

shame a great Church and nation.

Home Missions has a mandate to help the

Church achieve this goal. It exists to keep
our minds on the fact of the great needs of
a mass of underprivileged people, on the fact

of our responsibility to minister to these needs,
and what I think has even greater significance

and carries greater responsibility for Home
Missions, namely, getting rid of the greed and
injustice and thus removing the causes that
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now sap the physical, moral and social vitality

of millions of God's children on this American
continent. I would like to feel that the ques-

tion and the mood that inspired it are symp-
tomatic and typical of the spirit of this con-

tinent which has already mastered these mate-

rial resources and is now becoming concerned

about an unjust distribution of them due to a

lack of those spiritual resources without which
our material wealth will ultimately perish.

There is another thought that is growing

upon me as significant in the Home Mission

task. It is the fact of the relatedness of the

success of Foreign Missions as bound up with

the success of Home Missions. One of the

Home Mission Board secretaries suggested the

following as a slogan, "America for Christ and
Christ for the World." I would that we might
let our imagination play about this phrase

and ponder its implications. For, given the

time and place, we might ask ourselves the

meaning of such a slogan to which we so

easily subscribe our faith. Could it mean that

this American continent must completely real-

ize and live the Christian message before it is

worthy to carry it abroad? If we were per-

fectionists that might indeed be our Christian

policy, especially at a time when our resources

are strained to the limit. Was it not because

of our feeling that, although our homeland

was not yet the Kingdom of God, not yet

wholly won to Christ, our indomitable energy

and idealism would soon triumph over our

domestic weaknesses and that such blessings

as we imperfectly and unequally enjoyed

should be shared with the underprivileged

abroad?

In that case the urging of the Christian

spirit to share these blessings, however inade-

quately realized in the homeland, entailed a

sacrifice on the part of our own peoples, and

sacrifice in those terms is always a Christian

mandate. It is implied in our traditions, in

our history, in our Gospel. How far we have

fallen short of this ideal and objective we are

fully conscious. But it is only as we are

willing to share that we appreciate our loss.

Only in this way can the Christian idealist

answer the question that is sometimes asked,

"What are we doing sending our money to the

Foreign field when such needs and conditions

haunt us in the Home field?" And only thus

may his conscience answer, that the underpriv-

ileged abroad dwell in darkness because they

know not Christ, whereas we have the under-

privileged and the unchurched in our Christian

homeland in spite of our Christ.

However, while we need this unity of vision,

this sense of Christian comity, and an integra-

tion of our scattered resources, simultaneously

in the Home and Foreign fields, we must be

careful not to so fix our eyes upon the needs

in the far off horizon while at the same time

we are blind to the need that is immediately

beneath our feet. I say this in no selfish sense

in the interest of Home Missions, but rather

because I am convinced that the work on the

Foreign field cannot rise very much higher

than the strength and virility of the Christian

Church in the homeland. So much by way of

a word in general. Now will you permit me to

call attention to a few specifics.

The Rural Church

The Home Missions Council has been giving

special attention to distinctive types of Home
Mission need. The problem of the Rural

Church is in large measure a Home Mission

problem. The Committee of Town and Coun-

try work had rendered notable service in ex-

ploring the problems of this field and in work-

ing out certain projects that are calculated to

point the way to a more effective church in

the rural areas. A literature has been pre-

pared and widely distributed and already

splendid results are being reported. The con-

ferences held here during the past few days

are a type of the general service and program
being rendered. I wish to compliment the

Board of Home Missions of The United

Church of Canada for this fine start that has

been made this week toward this goal.

Tlie City Church

The study of the city church, which is the

subject of Home Missions for 1938-39, will

present a timely opportunity to appraise the

situation that exists in the cities. It should

result in something more than the mere read-

ing of a book or the sentimental interest in

Home Missions. If it is to be worth the lime

and money expended upon it, it should move
us out to do something realistic with the situ-

ation.

The history of most downtown churches,

when their constituency changes or the bloom
of youth begins to fade, is to escape into the

suburbs or fold up and die. The battlefields

of the world are not only the places where

stark skeletons stare you in the face, for the

march of industry and business has vied with

the battlefields of the world in its crushing

role of victims. What city is there that does

not have its evacuated factories with broken
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windows, doors hanging askew or missing en-

tirely; massive stone and brick residences once
the pride of the city, and occupied by the

social upper-crust, but now the habitat of the

poor, the underpaid and the transient?

Equally revolting are the dismal, ghoul-like

churches, dilapidated and ugly, a few years

ago they were the vocal witnesses to Christ,

of immortality and spiritual supremacy, but

now, like the factory and the massive homes,
they have bowed to the inevitable march of

commercial prosperity so-called.

Must we forever retreat from the centres

where the underprivileged live? Will the trend

continue to follow the people out to the

suburbs and hold on to them for the purpose
of continuing our institutional life in a more
favorable social and physical environment;
leaving those who remain to the tender mercies

of the "holy rollers" and the sects; or will

we find new ways to minister to the downtown
constituency?

These are the questions that will inevitably

arise as we pursue the study of the city church.
Upon the answer to them will depend the

destiny of many of our city churches. The
Committee on City Work is striving to face

these problems and will gladly share with vou
its leadership and experience for whatever
service might seem most desirable.

Co-operative Work
Among the many achievements that can be

credited to the Home Missions Council cer-

tainly the most significant and the most fruit-

ful example is the concerted action of six of

the leading Protestant denominations to elim-

inate competition and overlapping in com-
munities where Home Mission aid is necessary

to support the Church. These six denomina-
tions represent one-half of the membership of

the Protestant Churches whose divisions and
parochialism have hitherto rendered difficult

the task of winning America for Christ. It is

hoped that the rewards of this co-operative

endeavor will now become a powerful incen-

tive to the remaining groups to join in this

attempt at comity and co-operation.

While we have only been able to apply the

principles agreed upon to the Town and Coun-
try field, the experience to date will be exceed-

ingly valuable in our approach to the larger

centres.

From this concerted action and the data

uncovered, some interesting facts emerged. It

was, for instance, gratifying to learn that com-
petition among the missionary aided churches

was not as extensive as was anticipated. This

does not mean that there was no appreciable

amount of competition in these town and coun-

try communities. There was, but it existed

for the most part between churches not receiv-

ing aid and for which the National Mission

Boards had neither authority or responsibility.

One of the by-products of this study of the

field in order to eliminate competition and
overchurching was to discover the very oppo-

site of this condition, namely, neglect and un-

derchurching. By that we do not mean to

say that a large number of communities are

without churches, although there were in-

stances of this in some States: but rather that

there were many churches that were in need

of missionary support that could better qual-

ify for the same. Also that so many of the

churches are not reaching the people with a

vital program. To make available to every

person a vital religious ministry is the ob-

jective of the Home Missions Council, and the

program to eliminate competition has also at

heart the adjustment of missionary aid so as

to give support to the churches that remain.

Only by implementing their combined re-

sources is it possible for them to enlarge and
intensify their ministry.

We are happy to bring you this brief report

of progress, which are but few of the many
lines of activity in which the Home Missions

Council and the Council of Women for Home
Missions are engaged. We rejoice that you

are a part of us and we look forward to the

future with anticipation to increase our con-

tacts and co-operation with you, to profit from
your experience in unity, and to the day when
on this continent of North America there will

be established one United Church of Christ.

The Home Mission Boards in the Home Mis-

sions Council have a tremendous opportunity

and responsibility in bringing this to pass.

We covet your prayers and assure you of our

every co-operation and pray God's richest

blessing to fall upon you.
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Christmas Boughs and Christmas Bows

By Mrs. J. Frank Bucher, Yuanling, Hunan, China

IT
WAS a week before Christmas that I made

a large evergreen arch and some wreaths

from the boughs of evergreens which I had
had brought in from the country. With
these I decorated the hving room for the last

service before Christmas of our school Chris-

tian organization, which we call the Y. M.

C. A. I baked a large batch of cookies for

them, too, using the cakes of brown sugar

which are easier to buy at present than white

sugar. The peanuts were roasted in the oven

just before the boys came, and the water-

melon seeds and little taffy-sticks rolled in

sesame seeds were placed on plates.

After the service, which one of the students

led, some of them helped Mr. Bucher and me
with serving the tea in tiny cups and passing

the above tien shin. Then they practiced

hymns to sing in the other Christmas services.

As they were making their bows and call-

ing, "Good night," one student whispered to

another, "Aren't we going to open a meeting

at the school?" "No," replied the other,

rather sternly. I understood. They had
spoken of an entertainment with plays, but

as China is rather in mourning now, the older

ones decided against any particular merriment.
I decorated our tree, although this was the

first year in thirty that none of our own chil-

dren were with us. "Many Chinese friends

will come to call, as they always do," I

thought. So I baked more batches of cookies
and bought more tien shin. Scarcely thirty

came to make their bows. I cannot blame
them but feel that we ought to do our best

to teach them to put on joy, for the sake of

others.

The church services were well attended and
the singing was very good. The Y. M. C. A.
boys decided to have a service for all students
on Christmas night. Mr. Snyder sang a solo,

and a group of Y boys whom he had taught
sang splendidly a hymn with a Chinese air.

The decorations were simple, but effective.

Long chains of colored paper met at a central

point in front of the room, above a large,

round white lantern on which was a single

character, rneaning LOVE. On one side of

this was a cross made of evergreens, and
nearby hung an evergreen crown.

A Letter of Felicitation from North Japan College

Sendai, Japan,

October 5th, 1938.

To the Board of Foreign Missions of

the Evangelical and Reformed Church,

Dear Brethren:

The Board of Trustees and the members
of the Faculty of North Japan College wish

to extend to you their heartiest congratula-

tions on the hundredth anniversary of the

founding of the Board of Foreign Missions.

For just fifty-two years, more than half of

the life of the Board, the closest relationship

has existed between our school and your
Board, and we would like to take this occasion

once again to express to the Board our heart-

felt gratitude for the Board's constant help,

sympathy, and prayers. Words fail us when

we try to express our feeling of gratitude to

you for extending to us the hand of helpful

friendship through all these years. We
appreciate very highly the financial help
which you have continued to send from year
to year, but far above that we value your
kindly interest and your hearty cooperation
in the work of our school.

North Japan College has become one of
the great Christian schools in Japan. It has
now more than 1100 students, a faculty of
84 teachers, and an alumni association num-
bering more than 3000 members. We are
happy that the school is making such good
progress, and we believe that it has contrib-

uted very much to the enlightenment and
spiritual growth of the Japanese people. This

341
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success, we are convinced, would not have

been possible, had it not been for your help

and prayers and for the sacrifices of the mem-
bers of the Reformed Church. We hope that

the school will continue to be worthy of your

confidence and sympathetic help.

This day, October 5th, the birthday of your

Board, has now become one of great signif-

icance also to our school, for on this day our

beloved Dr. D. B. Schneder, who was presi-

dent of the school for thirty-five years and

strove with unflinching zeal and personal

sacrifice to make the school an efficient agency

for the building of Christian character, passed

to his heavenly reward. He has left an indel-

ible impression upon thousands of people

both inside our school and out in society, and
for his splendid work and truly Christian

life we are under an unending obligation.

We would thank your Board from the bottom
of our hearts for sending him to us.

As for the future, we can only pray for

God's richest blessing upon you and your
efforts to spread "the blessed gospel of His
love. Our earnest hope is that the friendly

relations existing between us in the past may
continue in the years to come, so that in the

spirit of cooperation and Christian fellowship

we may work together to make this a better

world, a more Christian world. Will vou
please accept our best wishes for yet greater

success during the next century of vour
history?

Fraternally,

Teizaburo Demura, President,

E. H. Zaugg, Dean.

"Prayers for the Far East"

This is the title of an attractive eight-page pamphlet recently prepared by the Secretarv

of the Board of Foreign Missions. In the Foreword we read:

"The present crisis in the mission fields to which we are especially bound by ties of service calls for

more wisdom and skill and power than are available from human resources. The Church must tap the hith-

erto-unreached but ever-available resources of God, remembering that 'The resources of God are promised to

those who attempt the program of God.' Every letter from our missionaries in the Far East contains the

old request of the missionary church which has come down through the ages from the first great missionary:

'Brethren, pray for us.'

"These prayers have been assembled from many sources and are suggested as appropriate forms in which

to phrase the desires and petitions of our hearts. They will, of course, be supplemented by the individual

prayers of each intercessor."

Two of the prayers appear in this issue.

A Prayer for Japan

ALMIGHTY AND MOST MERCIFUL GOD, whose loving kindness reacheth unto the world's end and

who hast broken down in Christ the wall of partition between men of different races, let Thy blessing,

we beseech Thee, rest upon the people of Japan. Reveal unto the Japanese nation the truth of the word of

Thy Son: "Seek ye first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness and all these things shall be added unto

thee." Forbid, 0 God, that this kindly and talented people should be dominated by a cruel and crushing

militarism. Grant that the Japanese people who have so diligently sought "the way of the gods" may find

in Thy blessed Son, Jesus Christ, the way, the truth and the life. To this end let Thy rich blessing rest

upon and abide with the Christian Church of Japan in these days that test her faith. Imbue our Japanese

Christian brethren with such loyalty to their Lord, such perseverance under stress, such tact and wisdom, and

such consecration to conviction that their lives may leaven the nation. Preserve and prosper the lives and

work of Christian missionaries in Japan that the blessed fellowship of Thy Church LIniversal may endure and

eventually prevail ; so that East and West, made one in Christ, may together labor for the coming and the

victory of Thy Kingdom; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

—From '"Prayers for the Far East."

A Correction

The date of the death of our beloved Dr. Schneder, of the Japan Mission, was October

5 instead of October 4, as stated in the November issue.
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Annual Conference of the China Mission, 1938

OUR China Mission was one of a few

which were not deterred from meeting

in annual conference this year. Congested

traffic on the Changsha-Yuanling Bus line

made it necessary to divide the party from
Yoyang. Mr. E. A. Beck from the U. S.

and Mr. Whitener from Shanghai caught up

with Misses Hoy and Myers at Changsha. The
borrowed truck in which they were riding

had a collision with a passenger bus which

resulted in bruises and abrasions to the pas-

sengers, a damaged engine and another delay

of one day.

One week from the time set the meeting

opened with a sermon by the Chairman and
the communion service, and was attended by

thirteen of the missionaries on the field. Dr.

Keller remained at Yochow because of the

uncertainty, Dr. Taylor was at Kweilin attend-

ing to details of moving Central China College

and Miss Zenk was in a hospital at Hongkong
following an operation.

A feeling of deep sympathy for the people

of this distressed land, especially the Chris-

tians and our co-workers, was felt throughout

the meetings. Most actions were passed sub-

ject to change with conditions, especially in

the Yochow field, the school and hospital

Boards to make final decisions.

Socially the Buchers' "twice sixteen" wed-

ding anniversary was the chief event and Mr.
Beck reminiscing made those early days more
real to the younger members of the Mission.

On July 20th, Mr. Beck, Mr. Whitener and
Miss Hoy left Yuanling for Yoyang which we
later learned was the day of the first bombing
of that city.

A. Katharine Zierdt.

Yuanling, Hunan, China.

Members of the China Mission at the Annual Meeting

Front row (left to right) : Miss Minerva S. Weil, Mrs. Ward Hartman. Miss A. Katharine Zierdt, Miss

Gertrude B. Hoy, Mrs. George R. Snyder, Miss Mary E. Myers, Mrs. J. Frank Bucher, Miss Lucile Hartman.

Rear row: Rev. Edwin A. Beck, Rev. Sterling W. Whitener. Rev. J. Frank Bucher, Rev. George R. Snyder,

Rev. Ward Hartman.
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Central China College Moves to Kweilin, Kwangsi

LETTERS from Dr. Francis C. M. Wei,

president of Central China College, and
our own Dr. Paul V. Taylor, dean of the

faculty of the College, report the removal of

Central China College from Wuchang to

Kweilin, an interior city of Kwangsi prov-

ince some five hundred miles southwest of

Wuchang. The following extracts of letters

are self-explanatory:

Under date of August 30th, Dr. Wei writes:

"Later I shall write a long account of the

moving of the college from Wuchang to

Kweilin. It is a thrilling story, but I am not

going into details here. Everybody can feel

proud of the spirit of the faculty and of the

students. Dr. Paul Kwei always rises to the

occasion. He was in charge of the moving
of 160 faculty members and families and
students, with 140 boxes of equipment and
books, and 300 pieces of baggage, all the way
from Wuchang to Kweilin—through Yochow
to Changsha by boat, through Hengyang and
Tongan to Ch'uenchow by rail, and by bus to

Kweilin. It was a heroic job. They arrived

here on August 21st, after 46 days on the

way—it is a long trek. Since my arrival here

on August 25th, we have been having meet-

ings of the Senate both day and night to get

things organized. Dr. Bien and Dr. Taylor

have been in charge of getting rented quarters

for the college, including class-rooms and

laboratory space, faculty residences, offices

and hostels for students. The missions in

Kweilin are most cordial, and we are getting

one large building and some mat sheds on
the property of the Southern Baptist Mission.

We are setting our enrollment at the limit of

200 students—120 men and 80 women.
Under the circumstances we do not consider

it wise to have too large a number because
we do not want to let down standards, nor
to weaken our Christian character.

"Kweilin is a lively city, especially since

Hua Chung (Central China College) has
moved here. Prices are going up every day,

and our girls make the streets look very

fashionable. But there is no place like home!
While everybody is happy and in good spirits

all are looking forward to the day when we
shall pack up and go back to Wuchang and
see our new building started. As far as the

military situation and the political prospects

in China are concerned, I feel about the same
as I did when I saw you in New York last;

but the little of the country I have seen since

my return makes us feel that the potentiality

of China is really immense, and if we can

hold together we shall come out on top in

the end; but a great deal of suffering and
misery is still ahead of us. God, however,

still reigns in heaven—let us hope for the

best."

English Methodist and Reformed Church Hostel Stldknts of Central China College

Dr. Paul V. Taylor, Dean of the College, is silting at the right.

(Photo taken several years ago at Wuchang)
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In a letter of September IQth, Dr. Taylor

writes: "By this time you no doubt know that

the college has moved to Kweilin. Classes

are to begin on October 1st. Part of our

work is on the Southern Baptist compound
and the rest scattered throughout the city.

The moving is no easy task. The hardships

of teachers and students on the way can only

be imagined, not told, and who would care

to repeat them?"
Under date of September 20th, Dr. Taylor

writes: "I am taking your advice and going

a bit more slowly, but the summer certainly

was hard on me. The only chance I have had
for rest was the week I spent in the hospital,

and since the hospital bed was English, il

was not even comfortable. Now class work
is beginning in earnest, but our registrar is

not here, and some of our departments are

without proper staff because some of the mis-

sionaries thought it more interesting or heroic

to go off and do work in refugee camps then

stick to their normal tasks. So far I am the

only missionary with the college.

"In the sky things look black. We escaped

war clouds for the time being, but they seem

to be catching up with us again. Rumors
are exciting some of our staff. Air raid

alarms come frequently, but so far we have

had no raid.

"We have one substantial building and

several mat sheds. So far we have no equip-

ment or books, but they will be here in a week

or two. I have two rooms with a Chinese

family in a Chinese house. Other teachers

are scattered over the city in makeshift

quarters. We meet three times a week to dis-

cuss things. Numerous committees work out

our problems one by one. My work day is

from 8 A. M. to 6 P. M. with time out for

lunch. Four services on Sunday and two

prayer meetings during the week, outside the

college group, give me devotional and inspira-

tional backing.

"Many thanks for your kind interest, and

I wish I had time to say the same to the

many friends in the Woman's Missionary

Society groups who have been writing me
such splendid and understanding letters."

Missionary Chat

Extract of letter from Rev. George R. Snyder

Yuanling, Hunan, China, August 26, 1938.

"Yesterday morning early I slipped out of

town and came to our mountain house for a

two-day vacation with Grace and our foster

daughter. Will return to town and the many
tasks there by 8:00 or 8:30 tomorrow morn-

ing. This nearby mountain retreat has been

a big blessing for us and we have gotten

especially much out of it in 1931, 1934,

1936-7-8. I always walk the ten miles coming
up, but rather often return from the foot of

the mountain to town by boat. Every day
nearly there are some farmers who take pas-

sage on a small row-boat going to town and
it is easy enough to go with them or in case

of 'hurry' to travel by oneself.

"The rice harvests are now being gathered.

In our section we have a fine crop. And we
hear that the crops are good all over. That
means a lot, for with increased populations

in all interior places, the matter of food
would be a problem if the crops were poor.

Now for several years the crops have been
good. Staple food prices are cheap, but im-

ported things like certain kinds of sugar and

milk and kerosene are high. Our goats are

proving a real help to us now. And we are

fortunate in our household to be able to get

along okeh on Chinese style food, which does

not need milk or much sugar.

"Refugee relief is becoming a big problem
with us in Yuanling. Thousands of people

have come from other sections and wonder
where to find quarters to live. The carpenters

and brickmasons are working overtime and
are not able to keep up to schedule in doing

all that is required of them. Everywhere
there are buildings going up and repairs being

made to old buildings. Our town has never

experienced such a growing appearance. The
Government has fostered cooperatives among
the farmers, better education among the

people and many things looking towards

healthy advances along all lines. One surely

looks with sympathy upon the thousands of

refugees escaping from the ruthless Japanese

and one wishes them good fortune—for all

reports indicate that in Japanese-controlled

areas the people are suffering many hardships.
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Extract of letter from Miss Margaret Garman, Sendai, Japan,

under date of September 26, 1938.

"We had a typhoon in the rainy season

which, according to the weather man, is

against all rules and regulations. Anyway we
had rain from June 15th to July 15th, prac-

tically every day, and lots of it.

"Then there was a lot of entertaining to

do. The graduates who fixed up our new
Home Economics exhibition room came to tea

one afternoon. We are making a kind of

museum of samples of the work the Home
Economics girls do, tied dyeing, period cos-

tume, French dolls dressed in different kinds

of clothes, notebooks, embroidery—Japanese

and foreign. It looks nice. There is more
to do, of course. I put up curtains and
donated an embroidered muslin table cloth.

When the American teachers touring Japan
came to the school in August the girls had
an exhibit of Japanese flower arrangement

and served them ceremonial tea in the up-

stairs of the dormitory that was fixed up for

the Home Economics department in March.
It's grand to have a new sewing laboratory.

Years ago it was a gymnasium and the exhi-

bition room downstairs. Upstairs is a large

room for Japanese etiquette, a room for the

tea ceremony, and one for flower arrangement.

We have a room, as yet empty, that we want
to use to teach home nursing. The girls have
given money they earned and from Home
Economics Club dues for equipment for tea

ceremony and part of the flower arrangement
equipment, but we have to wait until we can

make enough to buy a hospital bed which,

with a mattress, costs a hundred yen. We
shall also have to buy bedding, sheets, pillows,

blankets, etc. This room will also be used for

a place for anyone who is ill."

Extract of letter from Rev. Ward Hartman, Yungsui, Hunan, China, July 26, 1938.

"Just before going to Shenchow we had

our first experience of having robbers in our

house here at Yungsui. The things taken can

all be replaced except Frieda's glasses which

she had gotten just before coming out this

time. She has a pair of reading glasses so

can get along after a fashion. Rumors were

wildly flying about for several days until we

left for Shenchow. Many people thought the

robbers were expecting to come later and try

to kidnap me but I still do not believe such

was the case. Our district is still very much
unsettled and people in the country and even

right here around town are in danger of being

robbed or kidnapped any night. There was
considerable shooting nearby night before

last."

Extract of the last letter written to the Secretary of the Board of Foreign Missions by

Dr. D. B. Schneder, from Sendai, Japan, under date of September 20, 1938.

"Mrs. Schneder and I returned from our

Takayama cottage yesterday. We were the

last ones there. We remained mainly on

account of Mrs. Schneder's health. She is

better now. Meawhile we were not idle. I

wrote well on toward 200 letters by hand.

"I did a little evangelistic work also. About
a week ago a friend of a man who was for

many years station-master at Sendai came to

us and told me that the man was ill, and also

in mental distress. He had not been a good

man morally. The ex-station-master said that

he believed that I could help him. I visited

him in the hospital. I talked to him and he

seemed to grasp the way of repentance and
faith. Yesterday when we returned to Sendai

there was a request from him to be baptized.

I went and conferred with the pastor, and
together we went to his room; and after learn-

ing that he was really ready, I baptized him
and he became very happy and peaceful. It

was a blessed experience.

"I have been reading with deep interest

about the meeting of General Synod and the

steps taken to complete the merger. I pray

that all may finally consummate in such a way
as to truly strengthen the advance of the King-

dom of God upon earth."
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Dr. Schneder's Last Sermon

Preached at Takayama Beach near Sendai, Japan, to a Missionary Audience

"His letter, written from the beach on September 13th, began with these words: 'It is

growing dusk. The day has been a perfect one.' These words said just one thing to me:
They were his life. His sermon, which he said had gripped him as few sermons do, and
represented the deepest conviction of his heart, was based on the text in Acts I: 8, 9, and in

it it seemed as if Christ himself were preaching through Papa. It is a message that everyone

should hear."

Extract of letter from Mrs. Clara Schneder Burn, October 11, 1938, to Dr. Casselman.

Acts 1: 8, 9.

"But ye shall receive power, after that the

Holy Ghost is come upon you; and ye shall

be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and

in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the

uttermost part of the earth.

"And when He had spoken these things,

while they beheld. He was taken up; and a

cloud received Him out of their sight."

The point upon which I desire to reflect

with you this morning is the fact that by

these last words of our Savior upon earth.

He laid responsibility upon His remaining

eleven disciples to be His witnesses. His repre-

sentatives. His substitutes, after He had gone,

in carrying the Gospel of human salvation

to the ends of the earth. And a second point

I desire to make is that we of today who
have named the name of Christ are defi-

nitely the successors for today of those

first eleven disciples that stood and looked

up after Him as the cloud received Him out

of their sight. The eleven were so to teach

His saving truth, and so to live His life, that

men everywhere would be able to behold Him
in spirit through them, and be drawn to Him,
and be born again and live the new, the trans-

formed, the saved life. And that is also

precisely the task laid upon us Christian

believers of today. The original eleven are

gone; multitudes of witnesses have followed

them, many setting upon their witnessing the

seal of martyr's blood. The witnesses of

today are we, and our fellow-Christians

throughout the world.

Today—what is today like? We all know
very well. Human knowledge has advanced
almost infinitely since that little group of

unlearned disciples received the parting words
of the Master. It is marvellous, marvellous
beyond measure, how vast the reaches of

human knowledge have become, how myster-

ious, how utterly beyond the comprehension

of the ordinary man. And as to human
inventions, here also the advance made in

modern times is dazingly marvellous. Within
the span of my own life-time, what have I

not seen? It is all like a dream. And in

the field of education, progress in the distri-

bution of human knowledge has also been
marvellous. Within my own recollection I

have witnessed opposition to the establishment
of a free school system in one of the oldest

states in America, fearing it as a doubtful
innovation. Now what do we behold—in

America, in the European countries, in Japan!
A general education, free for all, and higher
education of secondary, college, university

and research grades, provided for multitudes
of young people in nearly all the lands of the

earth. Moreover, the modern new emphasis
on nationalism as a means of enhancing
human welfare, stands out as a striking phe-
nomenon of today.

And yet—what do we see? We need not
say. It is all only too evident. In Asia, in

Europe, in America it is all the same. Is

humanity happier the world over on account
of these things? The distressing and ominous
situation we see the world over today gives

the sad answer—even that very spot on which
the quoted last words of the Savior were
uttered now desecrated with sickening horrors
—Knowledge is not enough. Invention is not
enough. Education is not enough. Advance
in material civilization is not enough. "Patri-

otism is not enough," as Edith Cavell said
during the world war, when she stood ready
to receive into her body the bullet that would
end her life—no, not enough.

What, then, shall we do? If science and
education and invention and patriotism are
not enough, where shall we turn? Shall we
put new and tremendous emphasis especially
on the social sciences, and on a superior
diplomacy? These are indeed good things to
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do, but even they by themselves will not be

enough. What then? Shall we give it up,

and yield to utter defeatism? No, my friends,

there is a World Savior, and what He said

to the eleven nineteen centuries ago, He says

to us today, here, now—"Ye shall be witnesses

unto me" as Savior of the world. And to

be witnesses unto Him means first of all to

live a life of faith in God as the Almighty

and Eternal One, who is infinite righteousness

and infinite love, and who so loved the world

that He gave His only begotten Son to be

His own self-manifestation, and the propiti-

ation for the sins of the world; it means
further that life of righteousness and love

which is the realization of God's own life

within us; and it means, ultimately, that we
in the spirit of this divine life within us

become Christ's own instrumentalities in fur-

thering the spread of this faith and this right-

eousness and this love among God's children

throughout the world. It is in this witnessing

and in this working of Christ's disciples upon
earth alone that the hope of the world lies.

It is a great and solemn truth for us who
have named the name of Christ.

It is through the spirit of this faith and
this righteousness and justice, and this love

and good-will among men alone, that the

harmful lusts of the flesh, and the strife breed-

ing lusts of selfishness that today make human
life on earth so infinitely pathetic, can be

overcome. But can it be done? Is it not

a hopelessly stupendous task? Can really the

social and international and interracial evils

of the world be overcome? The answer is,

more plainly today than ever before in history
—no, not if Christ's ivay fails. But there is

hope in Christ through His witnesses upon
earth, among whom are we. The hope does

not stand out large and shining today as it

has stood out in certain former times, and its

realization seems far, far away. But it is

the only hope, and, let us say to ourselves,

a sure hope. The apostle John said (I John
4: 4), "Greater is He that is in you than

he that is in the world." Yes, greater. This

spirit of faith and righteousness and love is

not merely an ideal; it is a power, a power
that issues directly forth from God Almighty.

"Ye shall receive power after that the Holy
Ghost is come upon you," is the promise.

That power we have today, now, within our-

selves as witnesses of Jesus Christ. The good,

the final victory, may be far in the future

indeed, but it is for us to be true as witnesses,

day by day, during the one, the only one,

life we have to live in this world, and then

none any more forever. And oh, how happy
we shall be if we can come to our end with

the consciousness that we have contributed at

least something toward the world's salvation;

that we have been at least little saviors in

fellowship with the world's Great Savior.

Let us be faithful, more faithful than ever
before in our lives. Let us not fail Him whose
avowed witnesses we are. The great need of

today is reflected in the purpose to hold a

great meeting of Christian leaders from all

over the world, in the city of Madras, India,

in December of this year. The central aim
of that meeting will be to unite the Christian

people of all lands into one great spiritual

force as they have never been united before.

While we are waiting and praying for that

great Conference, can we not also collaborate

by ourselves going deeper—deeper in our
union with Him whose witnesses we are? In

all humility are we not constrained to sav

to ourselves that we as Christians are the

strategic people of the world today
—

"the salt

of the earth, the light of the desperately

troubled world"? Is it not then a critical

time for us to take to heart anew, and with
a far deeper feeling of solemnity than ever
before, our Master's words, "Ye shall be wit-

nesses unto me"?
Finally, it is our privilege to remind our-

selves that witnessing, living upon earth the

divine life of righteousness and love, and so

contributing fundamentally to the world's sal-

vation, is not the whole of God's will concern-
ing us, the witnesses of His Son, the world's
Savior. In His high-priestly prayer Christ
prayed: "Father, I will that they also whom
Thou hast given me be with me where I am."
Being with their Lord at last, and beholding
His glory, and sharing His blessedness at the

right hand of the Father—that is what God's
will of infinite love includes for those who
pass their life on earth as witnesses of the

world's Redeemer. It is all beyond us. "Eye
hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have
entered into the heart of man, the things which
God hath prepared for them that love Him."
The challenge is of infinite meaning.



1938] Foreign iMissions 349

Miss Myers Writes Abo

(Yochow)

Yoyang, Hunan, China,

August 11th, 1938.

Dear Friends:

The long threatened disaster has finally

come to Yoyang. On July 20th the first

bombing of the city took place. Rev. Mr.
Beck and Rev. Mr. Whitener, Miss Hoy and
I had gone to Shenchow for the annual mis-

sion meeting. Dr. Keller remained here in

Yochow to help Pastor Tang take care of the'

hospital work and buildings. After the bomb-
ing many wounded were carried to the hos-

pital and it seems that the sight of them
sickened and frightened our youthful stalf of

doctors and nurses so that most of them up
and fled with the other people of the city.

Only our own graduate nurse, Miss Deng, a
practical nurse and our faithful old male
nurse, Deng Seng Ho, remained. Just one
week after the first bombing the second bomb-
ing occurred.

The first bombing was directed at the eight

or nine gunboats which had been anchored
for some time in the lake near the city. Eighty
bombs were reported to have been dropped
at that time. The second bombing appar-
ently was directed at the railroad station

which is about one-eighth of a mile from our
compound. They succeeded in hitting it and
a number of the nearby buildings which were
burned to the ground. Then the planes made
a second circuit and this time three bombs
fell, one right near the Bible School and the
other two just outside the compound wall. A
large American flag is painted on the roof
of four of our buildings. Now just what
were they aiming at? Twenty bombs were
reported to have been dropped during this

raid.

Miss Hoy was at Lakeside that day, but
Rev. Mr. Whitener had crouched beside some
steps near the compound wall quite near the

spot where one of the bombs fell. I had gone
from Shenchow to Yungsui with the Hartman
family for a few weeks' rest and when news
of the bombing came I realized that my place
was here, since our doctors also had left.

Was I ever surprised when 1 came from the
boat landing to find Yochow almost entirely

evacuated, and when I got to my home I

Lit Conditions at Yoyang

in August

was surprised to see much of the plaster from

the ceilings lying on the floor. I thought

the roof must have been leaking (the news

of this second bombing had not reached me).

How glad I was to see Miss Deng still here.

I called in an extra servant to help pull the

loose plaster from the ceilings and clean up

the mess. Not only nearly all of the window
panes are broken in some of the buildings,

but window frames are splintered and door

latches torn out. Mr. Deng Seng Ho said,

"The earth bounced up when the bombs fell.''

He also said that out of every hundred people,

ninety-nine have fled from the city. A few

shop-keepers go to the country at about ten

o'clock each morning, and come back in the

evening to open shop for business. Fresh

vegetables are brought in each day for which
I am most grateful.

And what of the future? God's message
to me when I returned was, "Fear not those

things which thou shalt suffer. Be thou faith-

ful unto death and I will give thee a crown
of life."

I know that the peace and assurance which
many of our Christians, including myself,

have is given us in answer to your prayers.

You have the news because the American con-

sul cabled it to Washington.

And if this great nation must go down the

steeps of sorrow—almost into despair, its

people are also climbing the stairway of

repentance and faith, even unto God. Each
morning we go to the military hospital where
there still are several hundred wounded. This
morning we went to the prison. How they

do listen to the Gospel message now. Even
the prisoners know the difference between
light and darkness, sin and holiness and are

glad to be told again of their Father's love

and how He longs to redeem them.

I know you will continue to pray for us.

"The eff"ectual fervent prayer of a righteous
man availeth much."

We have had many showers of rain and the

weather is not too hot for which we are most
grateful. The rice crop is good.

Faithfully yours,

Mary E. Myers.
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Men and Missions
John M. G. Darms, Editor

Go and Sow

The Shepherds on Bethlehem's plain were
directed by the angel host to go to Bethlehem
and see the fulfillment of God's promise in

tlie gift of the Christ-child. What a happy
experience it nmst have been for these godly

and spiritual-minded men who through suc-

cessive generations had had upon their hearts

the desire and ambition to see the Christ!

They were privileged to have a preview of

the Saviour, who, when full grown, stepped

out into full view of the world and who ever

since throughout the centuries has been the

cynosure of all eyes.

All men of all races and nations in the

world, are privileged to see the Christ at work
in the world. For. after all, the Christ we
know is not the Christ in the manger stall

or in composure in heavenly realms, but the

Christ in action and continuous in the annals

of historv and in the lives of men.

As Christian men, another order comes to

us on Christmas Day, not only to lift up our

eves, to see the Christ, but to go and sow

the seed of the gospel, the good seed of love

and good-will and peace into the hearts of

people, the world over. Now, of course, it's

impossible for us to leave our homes, our

business, our farm, our shop, our activities

and journey 20.000 or 30.000 miles to sow

that seed among the nations of the earth.

And vet, we can do it, and we should do it.

This is the way it's done: get back of the

missionaries and the Board of Missions and

its program of gospel seed-sowing in Japan

and China, and India and Iraq and Central

America. On Christmas Day, pray for these

missionaries and at this season give your gift

for the promotion of their missionary work,

in which they are so zealous and so proficient

and to which they give their hearts in loving

devotion and sacrificial service.

If, on any day of the year, the hearts of

our men should be bound with the hearts of

the missionaries, it is Christmas Day.

Christmas time is sowing time. Don't let

this period pass without sowing the gospel

seed, yourself or by proxy into the hearts of

someone, of many people, children and adults,

the world over. We can promise you a happy
Christmas if you will and a noticeable growth

in vour manhood and faith.

Bright and Black

Christmas presents itself to us in bright

lines. The halo of the angels and the halo

of the Christ-child in the manger so strikingly

pictured by the artist but reflect what is in

everyone's mind when he celebrates Christmas.

Everyone thinks of light, of shining glory, of

brightness.

Side by side, this picture of brightness is

one of blackness. Even the rainbow has its

dark Fraunhofer lines which in no wise, how-

ever, dim the glory of the prism and its splen-

dors, but are there nevertheless as a binding

factor of color.

How black it is out in China where our

missionaries are—where Dr. Taylor, Rev. Mr.
Bucher, all of the numberless workers are

ministering to little war-born babies and war-

torn peoples. Read the story of Dr. Taylor's

adoption of 10 little Chinese babies who know
not their parents, and never will know them,

but to whom he has become father and the

missionaries, the mother. But that's onlv a

bit of the blackness.

It is blacker still in the back country

where lives are being despoiled, institutions

destroyed and the national prospects of the

Chinese people are dimmed. But amidst the

blackness and pain and suffering and devas-

tation is the brightness of their cheer and

their loving kindness as these Chinese Chris-

tians minister to sick and broken Japanese

soldiers in their homes.

As Missionary Hilgeman said—The Chi-

nese do not hate the Japanese; they differen-

tiate between the military and militarism and

that's another fine trait of the Chinese charac-

ter. Would to God this blackness might be

blotted out through rays of light and peace

which God would graciously send into the

very heart of war-torn China and into the very

heart of military Japan! In Christ there is

no darkness at all and at Christmas time dark-

ness and hate everywhere should be dispelled

by the radiance of the Prince of Peace.
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"Hark the herald angels sing" "Glory to the new-born King.'

The very sick man awoke from what had
seemed to the watchers his last sleep and in

dazed amazement he was sure he had gone to

heaven . . . yes, he was hearing the music.

In deep contentment he rested.

The nurses and internes, having taken their

places at the ends of the two-block corridor,

were singing antiphonally the Christmas

story

—

"Peace on earth, and mercy mild"

"God and sinners reconciled."

^ ery slowly the singers moved toward each

other as they continued singing.

"Joy to the world"

"The Lord has come."

The dazed mind of the sick man was say-

ing "That is the hymn the choir sang when
I lived on earth." The strains were becoming
more distinct. He must be nearing the throne.

Now the singing sounded quite close to his

room

!

"0 little town of Bethlehem"

"How still we see thee lie."

The very sick man was becoming vaguely

conscious of familiar hospital surroundings.

Something told him the singing was that of

people quite near-by—that he was still in the

hospital. He wept silently but he was content.

In the hospital there are many very sick

but also there are patients in every stage of
getting well. For them the lighted Christmas
trees, the red poinsettias, the baskets of lovely

flowers, the arriving cards and parcels!

Christmas comes to the hospital from within
and from without. With happy excitements

the morning passes quickly and dinner is at

hand. On this day a long table had been

arranged in one of the sun-parlors for the

well-enough men of a certain ward. Nearby
is a preacher patient whose room has been
made cheerful with many varities of flowers.

Into the quiet of this room dashes a happy,
flushed nurse-in-blue: "Dominie, may I bor-

row two baskets of flowers—yes, I'd like the

red roses—just for an hour?" A hurried
explanation and in a few seconds the flowers

have given the final touch to the inviting

tables spread for the men. On crutches, in

wheel-chairs or in anyway the men could be
moved, the patients were seated at table. In
glee our nurse proudly points to the flowers
and says "See what the Dominie has contrib-
uted to the dinner!" Up speaks a "bloomin"
Irishman: "Nurse, if the padre could be
brought out here, I think it would add flavor
to the dinner to have him ask a blessing . .

.*'

and the others said "aye." That done, the
spokesman continued, "Nurse, will the
"trimmins" be spoiled if we wait a few
minutes?" Assured not, she said "But why
wait? ' "I am thinking since the padre is

here, he might give us a bit of a sermon being
it's Christmas Day—I think the f6lks at home
would be glad for it." From the worn testa-

ment, always carried in the pocket of his
dressing gown, the "padre" read the Christ-

mas Story told by Luke and gave a "bit of
a sermon." The preacher keeps this memory
as one of his choicest. The men have gone
their ways—the preacher believes they too
remember.

In hospitals throughout the world, on
the birthday of the Great Physician, who
stands on call, when earthly skills fail,

this incident will have its counterparts.

351
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No Room! Where?

GONE are the fall months—rustling of

dead leaves, biting winds, glistening

snow usher in the New Year. . . .

We have just finished hearing the story of

Joseph and Mary and the Child. As Joseph

and Mary stood, on that eventful night, plead-

ing for room, and were told, probably by

the porter at the gate, no room—no room:

then by the Inn-Keeper, no space—no space

available, all taken by the tax payers—impor-

tant people, no one was aware of what they

were missing. Still pleading
—

"yes, a stable",

throwing in a bit of fresh hay, the empty
stall became Mary's bed. Since then the "inn"

has become a symbol of lack and loss, for it

missed having had born under its roof the

Savior of the world: the stable has had the

lustre of Light, of deathless story and song.

This drama is enacted over and over within

ourselves. There is no time for Christ to

come into our hearts as we rush about con-

cerned with the "tax payers" and other seem-

ingly important things and have to keep

calling out "no room, no room."

January 1st is the time for resolutions.

What a transformation would come into life

if every woman in the Woman's Missionary

Society would resolve to be less absorbed in

the non-essentials, in the small necessities,

duties and joys: not to busv themselves with

the "lesser guests"—and after making the

resolution, keep it. Each one has within her-

self a gift so rare, a power so great, if we
were but aware of it we could change our en-

tire life, yes, change the world—do away with

hate and fear; envy and lust. Within us is

a Kingdom of Light, inactive, impotent,

because we do not turn on the power, but it

is there. W^e are fully equipped for anything,

were we aware of our power. . . . Too busv

—no room for the awareness.

In past years, as an organization, we have

endeavored to strengthen and deepen the

spiritual life, as individuals, societies, general

organization. Life is too cluttered with engage-

ments, non-essentials, and recreations which

crowd out the time to feel the awareness of

God. The well-known story of the confession

of a young convert of foreign missions "that

she had spent only three hours each day in

study and meditation to improve her spiritual

life" and the accompanying question "How
much time does my Christian sister in America

spend?" was an embarrassing moment for

the man who was questioned. The leader's

confession that he could think of no woman
who spent as much as half an hour making
herself aware of the things of the spirit, is

a sad commentary. . . . How much room
do I give for spiritual knowledge and good
deeds, is the question for each.

We are asking the women to use again the

Fellowship in Christ booklets in their daily

devotions and to make it a part of their Mis-

sionary Advance. Have you shared this

booklet with the women of the Church? Are
you willing to improve the tenor of your

society as it spends part of its hour in wor-

ship? WTien your time comes to lead the pro-

gram will you be there, prepared to give a

worthwhile meditation so as to prepare the

members for the study to follow? We have

many opportunities to be faithful to our

Christian obligations by being regular, and

on time, in attendance at the meetings of

Church and Missionary organizations and

divine worship—avoiding the flattering and

pleasant invitations which bid for our time.

Let us assume our rightful share of responsi-

bility for the promotion of our organization,

to build it for the Glory of God. This shall

be my Neiv \ ear Wish to you.

A happier life, a happier Church affili-

ation, a happier member of your society,

made so by the room you have found in

your heart for truth and the Kingdom
of Light.

HiLDEGARDE ALICE LeICH.

'''This is the 20th rear The Outlook has come into our home, so you may knou' ice

enjoy it."

Mrs. ^'m. H. Coglev. Coopersburg. Pa.
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Christmas Triumphant— 1937

PEIPING, Tientsin, Shanghai, Nanking a*

well as many other places of East China

were occupied by the Japanese. Hospitals

had been bombed because wounded soldiers

had been treated therein. Schools had been

destroyed because communists were harbored

within their walls or because the institution

was a hot-bed of anti-Japanese propaganda.

Refugees were filling roads and highways.

Homes were broken, families were separated,

no friends could be found, all possessions

except the clothing on their backs gone, days

without food, cold weather had already settled

over the country.

We were back of the lines, but were suffer-

ing with those in the war-torn areas. The

girls of Chen Teh had spent the first several

months of their hand-work class time in mak-

ing cotton-padded garments for soldiers. All

expenses were defrayed by teachers and

pupils. Shoes were also made and sent to

Changsha, the central distributing city of the

province. Each pupil was assessed ten cents

per month and each teacher a dav's salary per

month in addition to all the other contribu-

tions to Red Cross, wounded soldiers-in-transit

relief and others.

War was not a myth or fable, it was a

reality. Shoulders had besun to sag, the

usual spring in the step had disapneared.

light had gone from their eyes. General

depression of spirit was evident everywhere.

How could these people possibly have anv

enthusiasm for the Christmas season which

was upon us!

However, committees were appointed, sug-

gestions collected and plans were made. Pro-

grams were numerous. Thev began with the

service for and by the children of the street

chapel Sunday School and studv group, to

which the pictured group lent their aid bv

singing several songs. They likewise sang in

Chen Teh school program, in the Christian

Association Service, in the church program

and the musicale.

The musicale was the first ever attempted.

A Church choir had been organized, drawine

its members from Boys and Girls School

Chen Ti h G rls Sinc; Christmas Carols

faculties, Nurses Training School faculty and

students, evangelistic workers and lay mem-
bers of the congregation, in all about thirty

voices. A male chorus and quartet, women's

chorus, solos, duets, a mixed quartet and

mixed chorus made up the program. In

addition Boys School Christian Association

chorus and nurses as a group, and Girls'

Christian Association chorus made their con-

tributions.

The Sunrise Worship Service was the high-

light of the season. The chapel rail was

decorated with pine, a tree stood on the corner

of the pulpit, chains made from vari-colored

papers were fastened to the four corners of

the room and where they crossed in the center

a huge paper-made ball was suspended.

Toward the front hung a beautiful red Mora-

vian star and red lanterns softly glowing

from lighted candles added to the impressive-

ness of the service dedicated to the "Babe of

Bethlehem.
'

Other informal meetings were held and

plays were given, in Hospital, for the women,

in both schools. In spite of the war, and

even though many economies had to be made,

people entered heartily into the plans to

remember the Christ Child's Birthday.

Helen Brown,

Chen Teh Girls School,

Yuanling, China.

On furlough.
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"Times Like This Test Foundations"

AMASS meeting in a Philadelphia down-

town Church gave the opportunity of

which I write. I listened to a young Chinese

teacher give the simple narrative of whole-

heartedness with which young Christian

leaders are devoting themselves to the New
Life Movement and as she portrayed their

earnestness and loyalty a picture slowly took

form. There stood Nebuchadnezzar—out of

the Book of Daniel. "Did we not cast three

men bound into the midst of the fire? I see

four men loose, and the form of the fourth

is like the Son of God."

—

The Fourth Figure

—the benediction to missions, the reason for

missions.

The New Life Movement, started by Madam
and Generalissimo Chiang-Kai-Shek, is an

attempt to revive the great moral principles

of the Chinese people, by meeting the people

just where they are, with some usable moral

emphasis. With large cities occupied by
Japanese, the country districts have become
the arena of action. Mrs. Josephine Budd
Vaughan, formerly a missionary in China,

says "Everywhere in China there is the stu-

dent, more steady, and better informed than

formerly. He no longer wastes his time in

agitating: instead he goes to special schools

to learn about the farms and villages of China

and the needs of the peasants." Of some care-

fully planned aids to rural-reconstruction we
were told by the teacher to whom I referred

in the first paragraph. This was Miss Teh-

Wei-Liu, of the Hankow Y. W. C. A., member
of a delegation of Chinese young people on
a good-will tour through the United States.

References to people and places immediately

labelled her as "ours". "Ginling", "President

Wu", "refugee camps", "Wuchang", "Hua
Chung students"—her vocabulary placed her

among the people we knew. A brief after-

the-meeting conversation gave light to her

eye: with the mention of Dr. Paul Taylor, an

instinctive response "Oh, yes, I know him.

He liked me: he sometimes called me
daughter," and so on, more of his fine work!

Among the moral emphases toward rural-

reconstruction. Miss Teh-Wei-Liu listed farm

demonstrations, mass singing and dramatics,

as the more general lines of service. In an

illustration of efforts to establish friendly

relations between the very conservative peas-

ant farmer and the students who had some-

thing to give, she spoke of the "Tea House

Conferences." A group of students take over

a tea house and with warmth and food attract

the farmer-customer. The student's part is
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not only serving tea and rice: the reason for

the tea house is that they may keep up a

continual discussion among themselves of all

matters concerning rural life. From contacts

thus begun have come winter schools, courses

of lectures, demonstrations and experimen-

tations. In the New Life Movement, mass
singing is making a valuable contribution

—

singing classes in refugee camps, in hospitals,

in village group meetings. What do they

sing? The songs that are being written for

the New Day : songs of courage, loyalty, kind-

ness, good-will, the prayer for peace and faith

in God. Dramatics also is taking a hand.

Patterned somewhat after the morality play,

groups of young people produce their well-

rehearsed production at country cross roads,

on village street corners or wherever oppor-

tunity offers. The play is given for the mes-

sage it carries.

(Continued on Page 360)

The Madras Sky-Line

OUR imagination may be working over-

time but we cannot help having had
varying sensations as we visualized the

approach of the great ocean liners bearing

the respective delegates to Madras. From the

countries we count backward— practically

every country in Africa—the Island lands,

Siam—everywhere that the Christian Church
has taken some root—from these remote

places leaders have been en route. Of the 450
delegates, a few more than 50 have gone from
the United States. (If we have not thought

through the reason for this, I suggest we do
so.) No wonder our imaginations have the

excuse for running wild! I have stood on
an incoming liner to watch the sky-line

unfold! In a later issue we hope to have this

told really by one of the Churches' sons or

friends—for it, we might call upon the Rev.

F. A. Goetsch, D.D., Executive Secretary of

the Board of Foreign Missions "E"; the Rev.

Asher R. Kepler, D.D., Executive Secretary

of the Church of Christ in China, son of

Ursinus College, kin to ministers and well-

known laymen of our Church; Miss Gertrude

S. Schultz, whom we know through the mis-

sion study books of the Central Committee;

Mrs. Anna C. Swain, whose worship services

have been appearing on the third cover page,

or Miss Florence Tyler, to whom we are

indebted for locating Mrs. Prenmath Dass,

President-elect of Isabelle Thoburn College,

for the great address at the Woman's Mission-

ary Society of Eastern Synod. For those who
have gone to Madras we should think the

emergence from a broken mist into the details

of a nine-mile city skyline would be symbolic

of anticipation and realization. Approaching
this nine-mile skyline—for Madras stretches

nine miles along the ocean and four miles

inland, what have been the emotions? The
Conference will not be held within the city

limits. The sessions will be held and the dele-

gates housed in Madras Union Christian

College.

Within the last several years relocation of

the college has been taking place. Fifteen

miles beyond the city limits on a site compris-

ing 400 acres, at Tambaram, Madras Union
Christian College will continue to make
history. In this quiet spot Christians will

face their product—the Church—its tottering

towers—its Corner Stone.

Life Members and Members in Memoriam

Life Members

Eastern Synod
Lancaster Classis — Mrs. Clarence Kelley

(G.M.G.), 465 N. 2nd St., Steelton, Pa.

Mrs. Irwin B. Lutz, Denver, Pa.

Ohio Synod
Northwest Ohio Classis—Marie J. Hermann,

16 Prescott St., Toledo, Ohio.

Members in Memoriam
Eastern Synod

Lebanon Classis—Edna J. Loose, 29 E. Main
St., Palmyra, Pa.

Ohio Synod
Northwest Ohio Classis—Mrs. Mary Heinz,

21 Main St., Tiffin, Ohio. Miss Minnie
Berger, Milan Road, Sandusky, Ohio.

Pittsburgh Synod

Allegheny Classis—Margaret Lancaster String,

341 E. New Castle St., Zelienople, Pa.

Potomac Synod

Gettysburg Classis—Mrs. Alverta L. Gobrecht,

591 Baltimore St., Hanover, Pa. Mrs.

Henrietta A. Sell, Frederick St., Hanover,

Pa.
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The 1939 Prayer Calendar

A YEAR with happy anticipations is open-

ing for the Girls' Missionary Guilds

because permanently worthwhile preparations

are being made for the observance of the

25th Anniversary in the spring of 1939. As
its Herald we present the new Prayer Calen-

dar. This very day the consignment of

Prayer Calendars reached Philadelphia and
I am having my first view. In a well-chosen

shade of green on white, the symbolic design

on the cover and the attractive set up of the

body of the Calendar combine to make a

beautiful Prayer Calendar.

If nothing more had been accomplished

through the organization of the Girls' Mis-

sionary Guild than the bringing forth of

young women who could write and offer

prayers, the efforts would have been justified.

In this Calendar, every prayer with the

exception of the one for May, has been written

by a Guild Girl. The one for May comes
from the heart of the General Secretary, who
has exercised herself many times in prayer
for the Girls of the Missionary Guild.

The cover was designed by Mellicent Brown,
high school girl of Philadelphia, member of

the Girls' Missionary Guild of Palatinate

Church.

It will be noted that the first figure, the

pioneer, has already passed through the

doorway and her light comes from beyond the

portal. The Woman's Missionary Society, the

Girls' Missionary Guild and the Mission Band
members are seen going forward along the

way of A Never Ending Adventure, carrying

the light which comes from the cross.

Changes in Address of Synodical and Classical Officers

General
Secretary of Stewardship, Mrs. V. E. Wal-

enta, Kohler, Wis.

Eastern Synod
Life Members and Members in Memoriam,

Mrs. T. J. Gabel, 6 N. Chestnut St., Boyer-

town, Pa.

Midwest Synod
Girls' Missionary Guild, Mrs. William Feller,

1724 Crawford St., Terre Haute, Ind.;

Organization and Membership, Mrs. H. W.
Haberkamp, Freeport, 111.; Stewardship,

Mrs. A. H. Schmeuszer, 1830 Date St.,

Louisville, Ky.

Northwest Synod
1st Vice-Pres., Mrs. E. Fledderjohn, R. 3,

Plymouth, Wis.; Girls' Missionary Guild,

Mrs. Baraba Imig, 225 S. Charles St.,

Waukesha, Wis.; Mission Band, Miss Louise

Beiber, Waukon, Iowa.

Pittsburgh Synod
Mission Band, Mrs. E. Roy Gorman, 909

Rebecca St., Wilkinsburg, Pa.; Christian

Citizenship, Mrs. V. J. Tingler, 246 Poplar

St., Meadville, Pa.

Ohio Synod

Pres. Mrs. M. E. Beck, 713 S. Main St., N.

Canton, Ohio; 1st Vice-Pres., Mrs. F. R.

Casselman, 475 E. Perry St., Tiffin, Ohio;

2nd Vice-Pres., Mrs. R. J. Schroer, Lima,

0.; Rec. Sec, Mrs. R. R. EUiker, 112 S.

Boston St., Galion, Ohio; Cor. Sec, Mrs.

E. A. Gradwohl, Box 153, HartviUe, Ohio:

Thank Offering, Mrs. H. M. Kalbfleisch.

1054 Linden Ave., Dayton, Ohio; Life Mem-
bers and Members in Memoriam, Mrs. G. E.

Fretz, R. R. No. 2, Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio:

Mission Band, Mrs. William Goodwin, 125

Prospect St., Dover, Ohio; Organization

and Membership, Mrs. Alfred Miller, Nev-

ada. Ohio: Stewardship, Mrs. R. J. Schroer.

Lima, 0. ; Historian, Mrs. L. G. Fritz, 1023

Woodrow St., Fremont, Ohio.

Schuylkill Classis—Eastern Synod

Cor. Sec, Mrs. J. Harold Rehrer. Centre St..

Frackville, Pa.; Stewardship, Miss Laura

Rossbach, 433 E. Pine St., Mahanoy City,

Pa.



1938] The Woman's Missionary Society 357

Christian Citizenship Department

Mrs. F. E. Boigegrain

PEACE on earth— Good will to men.

Again these words come ringing into our

hearts. If all peoples could but lay hold on

the significance of these Christmas hymns, our

fears would be allayed, our cynicism and pes-

simism vanish. With the reports of happen-

ings in the Far East and in Europe, with

World Armament race in progress across the

world, it is easy for us to become frightened.

If we let fear possess us, we are lost.

With the melody and the spirit of the

Christ, enveloping us at Christmas, this is the

time for renewing our courage and enthusiasm

for a life of peace. May the peace proclaimed
by the angels fill our lives with a calm and
courage beyond the daily reach of discords

and fears. When the nations learn to sing

together, World Peace will become a reality.

With keen interest we followed the messages

for world understanding of the speakers on

125 programs in a four day convention of

the National Education Association. The
dominant note was the guiding of pupils into

intelligent international citizens instead of

allowing them to become "human fodder for

inhuman wars." "Education should recognize

the fact that economic security is an aspira-

tion of all the peoples and that there will be

no lasting peace or long-continued pursuit of

the arts, until all of the people of the world

have at least food, clothes and shelter. Of

these there is enough in the world for all."

According to many addresses, the business

of the school must deal with the human attrib-

utes from which war springs. "It is the

province of the schools to temper human
emotions with intelligence, to inculcate toler-

ance, to lay a basis for appreciation of the

rights of others. It is the mightiest privilege

of the schools to educate their children for

peace." "Let the schools create a sense of

obligation for service of man to man, of

nation to nation, which we call world citizen-

ship. Let them teach the drama of human
life, the conflicts of which are the struggles

for food and shelter, for beauty, for health

and spiritual perfection, the struggle to

develop the latent capacities of man himself

and the struggles of man to understand his

God." "A desire for permanent peace be-

tween nations is the soundest kind of patriot-

ism. By true peace is meant an opportunity,

beyond satisfying material wants, to devote

time and energy to the advancement of

spirtual welfare, of human culture, and to

worship God in the manner of ones own
choosing." These are truths and admonitions
—these we will heed if we earnestly desire

World Peace. Toward this goal, the home,
the school, the Church, must join forces in

an education for Peace.

China Marches Toward the Cross

Incredible—but the book is here. Finished in August, sent SOS to America
for printing. Released November 1st. Why all the haste? So many questions

concerning missions in China were pouring in upon Board Secretaries that some-

thing had to be done to satisfy the anxieties. The Missionary Education Movement
came to the rescue by commandeering Earl Cressy to give us a "brief pamphlet of

the hour." Why Earl Cressy? You'll know after you read it. This is a book of

high speed and the distribution has caught the tempo. It arrived in time for the

last Institutes . . . sorry it wasn't here for the others. Send for your copy. Price 25
cents. Societies residing in the area of the Eastern Depository order from the

Woman's Missionary Society, 416 Schaff Building, 1505 Race Street, Philadelphia, Pa.

Those residing in the area of the Western Depository order from the Woman's Mis-

sionary Society, 2969 West 25th Street, Cleveland, Ohio.
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Momentum for the Meeting
Materials and Methods

Carrie M. Kerschner

THOUGHTS of Thanksgiving and Christ-

mas mingle in heart and mind as these

words are written. There seems to be much
for which Christians in America have to be
thankful and especially so as we contemplate

the approach of another anniversary of the

birth of the Prince of Peace. May we remem-
ber to express our gratitude in such a tangible

way that "others" too may become thankful

and that the blessings of the Christmas season

may flood their life with peace and joy.

Let us remember during the latter half of

December—from the thirteenth to the thirtieth

—that representatives from twenty-eight mis-

sionary and church councils are assembled in

Madras, India, to consider "the centrality of

the church". We are urged to engage in

special prayer for the meeting and the repre-

sentatives in attendance. Rev. F. A. Goetsch,

D. D., is the delegate from our united church.

In February our church and its organiza-

tions will be in the midst of a "foreign" mis-

sions emphasis. Can you conceive a better

time to consider the subject "Bridging Racial

Barriers"? Additional copies of the presen-

tation An Interracial Conference entitled "Are
We Able?" are 6c each, 5 for 25c. The song
"Are Ye Able" sometimes entitled "Challenge"
sells for Ic each, lOc per dozen. The use of
"The Tolerance Code" is most appropriate at

a time when anti-Semitic feeling is tense. 2c
each, 15c per dozen.

Young People's groups and Girls' Guilds
will be glad to learn that the Leader's Manual
by Stewart for the study of "City Shadows"
is now ready, 25c, "Dinabandhu" which
means "brother", the young people's book on
India, is 60c. Leader's Guide for studv of

India, 25c. For Junior children "Shera of

the Punjab", 50c. How to Use for the same,
10c. Picture Map of India, 50c; Life in India

Panel Poster, 50c; Hindu Village, 60c; Pic-

ture Game of Prema (a primary game, with
story), 20c; Wall Map of India, 60c; Along
an Indian Road, a play about medical mission
work in India, 8c postpaid. India Lvrics,

words and music. 8c: "]\Ioving Millions," a

symposium which gives a total picture of

India, is 50c; How to Use, 15c; "The Church
Takes Root in India." 60c: "Little Brown
Babe", a lovely story of an Indian girl. SI.00:

"India and the Christian Movement", 25c:

"Indian Folk Tales", Sl.OO.

Reprint editions of the following on the

Reading Course List will enable may to pur-

chase a number of books instead of only one:

"Truce With Life", 75c (formerly -82.00);

"Home for Christmas", $1.00 (beautifully and
suitably wrapped for Christmas gift pur-

poses) ; "The Cross of Peace", Sl.OO; "Sing-

ing in the Rain", 69c; "Rachel", 81.00; "God
Lights a Candle", 59c; "Good-bye, Mr.

Chips", 75c; "The American Flaggs", 79c.

World Day of Prayer material: "A Call

to Prayer" invites all to join in a fellowship

of prayer the world around on February 24,

1939. The Call is free ( in limited quantities,

furnished with orders for programs). The
Adult Program—^"Let us Put Our Love Into

Deeds—and Make it Real"—2c each, 82.00

per hundred. Youns People's Program

—

"And mo Is My Neighbor?"—2c each, 82.00

per hunderd. Children's Program—"God's

Children Live in Many Lands"—Ic each,

81.00 per hundred. Poster (11x17) 5c. The

World Day of Prayer is sponsored by the

National Committee of Church \^ omen repre-

senting the National Council of Church
Women, the Foreign Missions Conference and
the Council of Women for Home Missions.

The History and Account of the 1938 observ-

ance is 3c each. Order your supplies at an

early date from the addresses given below and
if possible send payment with order.

Prayer Calendars—printed in a lovely shade

of green ink, tied with a green cord. They
occupy every available space in the Deposi-

tory and we believe that if you order at once

you will be ready in January to join with

the women and girls of the church in the

Fellowship of Prayer. In lots of a dozen or

more they sell at 81.50 per dozen. Less than

a dozen, 15c each. The prayers are by Guild

girls and Counselors. Every Guild girl should

aid other Guild girls and other women to

become participants in the Fellowship of

Prayer by urging the use of the Prayer

Calendar. Order at once.

May each one of us make use of the items

on the Call to Prayer issued for use in prep-

aration for the World Day of Prayer, our

prayer: "Help me to study, work and pray

for better understanding among people of all

races and nations. Help me to be willing to

live dangerously that peace may come in this

our dav. 0 Lord.
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"God will not ask thy race

Nor will he ask thy birth

Alone he will demand of thee

What hast thou done on earth".

Societies residing in the area of the Eastern

Depository, order from the Woman's Mission-

ary Society, 416 Schaff Building, 1505 Race

Street, Philadelphia, Pa. Those residing in

the area of the Western Depository order from

the Woman's Missionary Society, 2969 West

25th Street, Cleveland, Ohio.

Girls' Missionary Guild
Ruth Heinmiller, Seoietakt

A Christmas Wish

MY WISH for every member of the Girls'

Missionary Guild at this Christmas sea-

son is that each may have great joy and sat-

isfaction in having served her fellowmen
through this past year and that through this

service each has grown.

The year ahead presents untold opportuni-

ties for much service. There is the oppor-

tunity to become better informed through the

programs, study and Reading Course and to

share that information with others. Then
there is the opportunity to share the Girls'

Missionary Guild with other girls who per-

haps are waiting to be invited. Perhaps the

greatest opportunity is to share in the work
of our mission fields through our gifts and
our prayers. This coming year will be one

of real growth in the Guild if we grasp these

opportunities.

How are you growing? Have you checked

your Chart for Growth and noted the progress

you have made?

For the New Year

It was after Christmas. A church worker
lounging by her window, well toward the top

of a tall apartment building, was looking out

across the bright lights and deep shadows
of a great city. The lights within the room
were dim. The sweet music of a great organ,

coming across miles and miles of mountains
and desert, was stealing from the radio in

the corner. "Another year almost gone,"

thought the church worker. "Where has it

gone? What has it brought me? What have

I done to make my corner of the world a

better place in which to live?"

For some time her thoughts tumbled over

each other, and then, suddenly, it seemed that

she was not alone. Quite distinctly she heard a

voice, "But why not think of me during the

year? It is I who should concern you tonight.

Pick out a few lovely happenings from events

of the old year, if you will, and plant them

in your garden of memory; but after that,

forget those things which are behind and walk

forth unto those things which are before.

Look well to the New Year, and use me wisely

and well. Then, when my eighteen score and

five days are gone, you may rest assured that,

regardless of where the old year may have

gone, it will have brought you growth in wis-

dom and knowledge, growth in love and ser-

vice to your fellowmen, and growth in

fellowship and communion with God the

Father."

The church worker accepted the challenge

and determined to be done with idle dreaming

of what might have been. She turned off

the radio, turned on the brighter lights,

opened the desk, and began writing. She

scratched out as much as she wrote, it seemed.

Sometimes she threw whole sheets of paper

into the waste basket, but when she had
finished she had worked out for herself a

program for growth in Christian living.

Books she would read, meetings she would

attend, conferences she would arrange with

those who might differ from her in color,

race or creed, or whose experiences would be

helpful to her. All these were planned in

general outline, but most of all she planned

definitely to take only as many activities as

her time and strength would permit her to

do well. To have a quiet time alone some-

where in each day, and never seem rushed or

hurried became a firm determination with her.

At the closing thought for the little meet-

ing this church worker had with herself she

recalled, with new meaning, those lines:

Listen to the salutation of the dawn!
"Look to this day.

For it is life—the very life of life.

In its brief course lie all the verities and
realities of your existence,
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The bliss of growth,

The glory of action,

The splendor of beauty.

For yesterday is but a dream, and tomorrow
is only a vision;

But today, well lived, makes every yesterday

a dream of happiness.

And every tomorrow a vision of hope.

Look well, therefore, to this day."

—From The Evangel.

Welcome to the New Guilds!

Eastern Synod—Simeon's Church, Gratz,

Pa. Organized by Mrs. A. Levan Zechman
with 9 charter members. President, Miss

Marcella Willier, Gratz, Pa. Messiah Church,

Philadelphia, Pa. Organized by Miss Ruth

Frantz with 7 charter members. President,

Miss Frances Smith, 3015 S. 16th St., Phila-

delphia, Pa.

St. Paul's, Sacramento, Pa. Organized by

Mrs. A. Levan Zechman with 13 charter mem-
bers. President, Miss Madeline Hornberger,

Sacramento, Pa.

Pittsburgh Synod—Trinity Church, Con-

nellsville. Pa. Organized by Mrs. C. G. Shupe

and Mrs. E. Welker with 10 charter members.

President, Miss Martha L. Stehle, Box 65,

Connellsville, Pa.

Ohio Synod~Mt. Zion, Dayton, Ohio. Or-

ganized by Mrs. A. C. Renoll with 11 charter

members. President, Miss Louise Coy, R- R-

2, Dayton, 0.

Potomac Synod—Grace Church, Newton,

N. C. Organized by Mrs. B. F. Wagoner with

8 charter members. President, Miss Alma
Wagoner, Newton, N. C. Hedricks Grove,

Lexington, N. C. Organized by Mrs. R. A.

Robinson with 10 charter members. Presi-

dent, Miss Lucile Hedrick, R. 2, Lexington,

N. C.

Mission Band

FOR a number of years the Mission Band

at Zion Church, Terre Haute, Indiana, has

each year purchased at least ten dollars worth

of books, on the Reading Course for Boys

and Girls. Through their leader Miss Adele

Schwedes the children learned that they could

share their books with the Mission Band at

Trinity Church, Cheney, Kansas. Last year

the Zion Mission Band sent a number of their

Reading Course books, which all had read,

to the Trinity Mission Band and this year

they are planning to do the same thing. The
children in Cheney, Kansas, are truly appre-

ciative and they have a very active Guild, too.

Welcome to the New Mission Bands!

Ohio Synod—Eighth Church, Cleveland, 0.

Organized by the Young Woman's Missionary

Society with 20 charter members. Leader,

Mrs. Florence Pretzer, 1829 W. Schaff Rd.,

Cleveland, 0. Emanuel Church, Upper San-

dusky, 0. Organized by Miss Alice Barthol-

omew with 25 charter members. Leader, Mrs.

Earnest Gerber, Nevada, 0.

Mid-west Synod— Zion Church, Poland,

Indiana. Organized by Mrs. Walter Scherry

with 20 charter members. Leader, Mrs. Walter

Scherry, Poland, Indiana.

Pittsburgh Synod— First Church, Mount
Pleasant, Pa. Organized by Miss Elva Jean

Whetsel and Miss Lucille Bollinger with 15

charter members. Leaders, Miss Whetsel and
Miss Bollinger.

Northivest Synod—Campbellsport, is. Or-

ganized by Mrs. John Mohr with 20 charter

members. Leader, Mrs. John Mohr, Camp-
bellsport, Wis.

(Continued from Page 355)

All this is being done in the midst of the

sick, hungry, homeless. "We are up to the

neck in this struggle and my part of the task

strains every nerve and absorbs every minute",

wrote Madam Chiang to Dr. Wu. Someone
said of Dr. Wu, President of Ginling College,

"Times like this test foundations. It is very

evident hers is built on rock." Chinese Chris-

tians are amazing the world with their

Christian statesmanship—but what the forces

in China can do is utterly inadequate. In

the hope of help from the friendly and sym-

pathetic people of the United States, this

good-will tour of the country is being made.

Let us remember "there are times in the course

of history when things are in flux and greater

changes can take place in a decade than in

a century." This is such a time in China.

Shall not all Christians rise to this oppor-

tunity? . . . The Fourth Figure . . . the one

who stood by the king's captives 'in Babylon,

must be the final refuge in this hour of

China's need. For this let us pray and give.



Worship Service for the Church School

A Joyous Church
Opening Hymn—"Joy to the World."
Scripture—Luke 2: 7-14.

A Christmas prayer

O God, our Father, as we are caught up on the spirit of the happiest day of the

long year, and the greatest event of all history, may we hear the uppermost note amid
the universal and pervading happiness: "Behold! I bring you good tidings of great joy;

unto you is born this day a Saviour." May the light of the star and the candles, the

caroling of angels and children, the ringing, festive music of the great organs and choirs,

the supreme Gift of Heaven, and the remembrances of men extend the reign of peace,

and bring nearer the empire of love. Accept our lowly but sincere adoration, as we
gather about the manger-throne to offer homage unto the King of Kings and Lord of

Lords, even Jesus Christ, our Saviour, Amen.
—From a Book of Invocations.

Hymn—"It came upon the midnight clear."

Christmas Poem—"iMary the Mother," by Minnie B. Wilkins.

"In the quiet stable she lay at rest,
*

Mary, the mother, the Child on her breast.

An old mother-hymn she =ang in the stillness.

Bright mother-dreams illumined the dimness.

She kissed little hands, what would they do?
She clasped little feet, where would they go?
Gabriel's message had told of His strangeness

What could that mean but glory and greatness?

Mary, Mary close your eyes,

A cross stands black against the skies.

From your high place in Paradise

Is the whole world, Mary, before your eyes?

Long since past the shepherds' story,

Dimmed by time the Magis story.

In far-off years the Dav of the Cross,

And all your tears, and heartbreak and loss.

Now the Cross aloft on altar and spire,

Voice of song rising high and higher

In praise of your Son. that tiny thing

Once held in your arms, but now our King.

Light, love and gladness encircle the earth

On Christmas Day, the day of His birth.

Mary, Mary, the wonder-story

Fills the world with heaven's glory."

Leader (in his own words) :

A little babe two thousand years ago lying in a manger liecause there was no room
in the Inn; a star and an angel chorus, some humble shepherds and three wise men;
and ever since the very thought of that birth has brought joy and renewed courage to

those who have heard the story.

It is bringing joy again this year to Christians everywhere—but especially to those

people gathered at Madras. Forgetting their differences of race, customs, and language,

they are united by one common tie—a joyous adoration of Jesus the Saviour. As they

worship Him, they must be realizing the power generated in a joyous Church. People

who are joyous together cannot engage in war. They cannot remember racial differ-

ences. Their smiles make a common language unnecessary. In short, a joyous Church
sings "Christ for the World."

Prayer '//ymn—"Holy Night, Peaceful Night."

A period of prayer (silent or spoken)
Let us pray:

That from the Madras conference may come renewed courage and conviction which
shall permeate all our home churches.

That the conference be not considered simply as one more meeting but rather as a

point from which there shall come forth new power and insight and joyous adoration

of the King of Kings.



A Congregation Can Come
TO ENLARGE ITS HORIZONS

TO APPRECIATE ITS CHRISTIAN PRIVILEGES AND RESPON-

SIBILITIES

TO SERVE THE LARGER INTERESTS OF THE KINGDOM
TO GROW IN CHRISTIAN POWER

throi](;h

A CHUKCH SCHOOL OF MISSIONS

DEFINITION

SUGGESTED SEASON

SUGGESTED SCHEDULE

SUGGESTED STUDY
MATERIALS

A whole church "becoming a school for

special study, working through existing

leadership, grouj)? and programs"

One night a week for six weeks during

( 1 ) Home Missions Emphasis Period

(Oct.-Nov.)

(2) Foreign Missions Emphasis Period

(Jan.-Feb.)

(3) Post-Lenten Season (April-May)

6:30-7:15 Supper and fellowship

7:15-7:30 Devotional period

7:35-8:25 Class session period

8:30-9:00 Assembly and closing

Excellent reading and teachers' course

books, puldished by Missionary Education

Movement; fdms, slides, dramas, maps,

project suggestions pertaining to work of

Evangelical and Reformed Church.

For pamphlet "A Church School of Missions" and further information write to

DAVID D. BAKER, DIRECTOR, Cooperative Council of Missionary Educatio n,

1720 Chouteau Avenue, St. Louis. Mo.





urn in Library only






