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VOYAGE OF THE PAPER CANOE. 259

RECEPUON NGE pHARLES’l ON fosr-pFFI::E

© Welcome to Charleston, Mr. B , welcomnte
to our beautiful city,” he exclaimed. So #4is
was Charleston under reconstruction.

After handing me my mail, the postmaster
graciously remarked, “Our rule is to close the
office at five o’clock p. M., but if you are belated
any day, tap at the door, and I will attend you.”
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VOYAGE OF THE PAPER CANOE. 325

presented me with two memorial banners, in the
name of the ladies of the city. These were made
for the occasion, and being the handiwork of the
ladies themselves, were highly appreciated by
the recipient. When these graceful tributes had
been received, each lady and child present de-
posited a bouquet of flowers,grown in the gardens
of St. Mary’s, in my little craft, till it contained
about four hundred of these refined expressions
of the good-will of these kind people. Not only
did the native population of the town vie with
each other to accord the lonely voyager a true
southern welcome, but Mr. A. Curtis, an English
gentleman, who, becoming fascinated with the
fine climate of this part of Georgia, had settled
here, did all he could to show his appreciation
of canoe-travelling, and superintended the ma-
rine display and flag corps of the procession.
I left St. Mary’s with a strange longing to re-
turn to its interesting environs, and to study here
the climatology of southern Georgia, for, strange
to say, cases of local “fever and chills” have
never originated in the city. It is reached from
Savannah by the inside steamboat route, or by
rail, to Fernandina, with which it is connected
by a steamboat ferry eight miles in length. Spec-
ulation not having yet affected the low valuation
placed upon property around St. Mary’s, northern
men can obtain winter homes in this attractive
town at a very low cost. This city is a port of
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THE PANTHER'S LEAP.

















































