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THAT to make fure of life eternal, is the one neceflary bufinefs,
that we fons of death have to do in this world, and without which,
all our time here is worle than. loft, every enlightened mind will
eafily acknowledge. This prefent life being by the rule of it, ap+
pointed but to this end, to be preparation-time, fpent in a continual
care to make ready, that we might have a good meeting with him_
who fhall be feen in this air one day. And whether we look up to

* heaven, or down to hell ; whether we refleé upon our own immortal

fouls, or turn our cycs toward the greatnefs and goodnefs of that God
in Chrift with whom we have to do; whether we. pace over the time
between this and judgment-day, or fend our thoughts to ¥iew the .
eternity that is to follow after. All things put a neceffity, a folemnity,
a glory upen this work. .

But difficilia quae pulchra: It is one of the oracles uttered by our
Lord with his own mouth, * Strait is the gate, and narrow is the way
“ that leadcth unto life, and few there be that find it.” It is not fo
cafy a thing to get to heaven, nbr fo broad a way thither, as the
flight and loofe opinions of fope, and pra&tices of more would make it,
nor as the carnal hearts of all would have it. Though that (if it be
examined) is the common fcope of all erroneous conceits (and how
reftiefly have the corrupt minds of men laboured therein in all ages,
and do in thefe our days) to widen the way to life, to break down
tie houndaries of this narrow path, and make it broader than ever
God made it. Man’s carnal heart finds itfelf pinioned and firaitencd
in the way (the good old way of effetual faith and obedience) that.
God has laid out; hence it breaks out on this hand and en that, and
will rather pluck up the ancient land-marks of God’s truth, than :;:
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iv TO THE READER.

make it Wrouder. The gofpel will not afford men a way broad

. endugh, tdalef> the law be quite removed (aot only as a covenant,

but as a conmanding rule of life too) and laid flat like an old hedge,
that they may go over it at plenfure, and not attend it any further
than their fpirit-lifteth, Juf§cation by faith is too narrow a path,
unlefs they may be juftified ¢ and without faith, it is not free
enough; they complain of it, as if it laid them under a covenant of
works, Conditional promifes are of too firaight a fize, they muft be
all abllute, and give us prace without any qualification in us, or elfe
they are not large enough. To be foliitous about fan&ification
and inherent grace, is too troublefome; to feck God diligently
in the ufe of all means, in a daily and hearty performance of
holy dutizs, in a ftri& fan@ifying of fabbaths, in conftant watchful-
mefs, &c. this muft be hid by, as a legal bufinels. ~ And if the Spirit
immediately will a®Us and carry us, in a bed of eale, to heaven,
without troubling us to a@ and firiv:, -well and good; otherwifc men
will fhake hands with the power of godlinefs, and run adrift before
their own corruptions. But when all ftones are turned, the way to
heaven is a'nd will be found to_ be a ftraight way: truth has &it{

is £5; and it is not all the notions of men that will make it otherwifes -

And henee thofc folemn counfcls of the feripture, * Work out your
< falvation with fear and, trembling,>—Give all diligence to make ail
€ fure, —Strive to enter in at the firait gate.—So run that you may
e obtam,” &c. though they be little attended by the loofenefs of

thefe times, yet they are of endlefs moment and ufe, and had need

_ be awfully regarded by all that love their everlafting peace.

He therefore that is in earneft about this great bufinefs, will be

glad of any good help to guide him in this way, this firaight way '

to life. And though there be many choice helps herein already
éxtant, in the precious labours of fundry of the Lord’s faithful
fervants, for which this age has caufe, 6n bended knees; to blefs the
Lord; and which will be fuch a teftimony againft the wantonnefs
thereof, as it will never be glle to anfwer: yet of thofe that de
clearly, particularly, lively and fearchingly di({over and mark out
this ftraight way, with the feveral pradlical turns thereof, and fhew
rhere they that mifs of the end at laft, do turn out of it, although
they go far therein ; of thofe that pilot us, when we come into the
narrow chanfel, unto the véry point.of entrance into life, and thew us
the rocks and thoals on either hand diftin&ly; of thefe (I fay) there
is not too great a numb:r.  For to fpeak ahy good and ufleful truths,
is good and cimmendable; bat yet it is another and a further-matter
to hold the candle to tue poor people of God (even to the meancit)
to light them to heaven, or to take the foul by the hand, and lead it
from ftep to flep through all the difficulties, deceits and turnings, t

which the clofelt hypocrites do mifs their way and lofe tlv.-.;nfc:lv.el:‘i '
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and ta do this fo convincingly, thoroughly and diftinQly, as that the
fecrets of hearts may be made mnmtci, the fecure felf-decciver dife’
covered and awakened, and yet the humble, upright Chriftian cons
firmed and encouraged. . .

In this fkill and work, as the author of the following fermons, was
kaown to be among the firft tcree; fo thefe leftures of his, upon
the Pasable of the Virgins, have been cfteemed to excel in this kind §
baving left fuch a relith upon the hearcrs, as that they have not fore
gotten the tafte of them to this day. It has therefore been the inftant
defire of many that heard them, and of fome that have but heard of
them, that they might be imparted to the public,  And furely, both
the fubje® and the manaer of bandling it is fuch, being wholly vpon
thofe things wherein the heart and life of religion lies, that we cannot
difapprove of thcir opinions, who have fo carncftly defired it.—
All the fermons and books that fpeak to tlic_heart of religion, are
litle enough to feed that, and keep life there, elpecialy ifi this ian=
guithing and dying age; wherein, though there wants not common
Iight and outward profeffian, yet lofs of love and inward deadnef: are
scommon. The work being fomewhat lengthy, and fitting feribes,
pat eafily attainable in this wildernefs, it bas occalioned this delay
bitherto, But we hope it will now be neither unacceptable nor
unfeafonable.

Thefe fermons are now tranfcribed by induftrious and intelligent -
perfons, and have been carefully reviewed and corre@ed. They are
written out of the author’s own notes, which he prepared for preaching
(only about @ thect him{clf wiote out in his life-time, having thoughts
it feems of yielding to their defires who were earnctt for their publith-
ing) by means wuereof, though the reader will often mect with curta
nefs of expreffion, and though fome lively paflages that were uttered
in preaching may be wanting, yet you will have this benefit, to have
much in little room. It may alfo eafily be cbferved, that not curiofity
of words, but weight of things was here ftudied by. and flowed frem
the heart and pen of te author, waich yet produceth the beft and
trueft, that is, a real rhetoric.  In fum, although muny imperfections
incideat to fuch poftiiumous editions cannot be wanting. yet we doubit
not but the work will fpeak for itfelf, to the intellizent and ferious -

We are not ignorant that there be fome who fomewhat differ from
this our anthor in accommodation of this parable, and analyfis of

- fome part of the context, referring it to the times about the expeéied

caliing of the Jews (and if fo, the fubftance of the w. rk may be ac-
counted to be in a more than ordinary manner proper and feafonable
for thefe times) but therein every man is left free to his own furt:&_r
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Vi TO THE READER.

- dilquifitions.  Neither is it for the fake of the bare expofition (much
lefs chronical accommodation) of the text fo much, that we publith
thefe things (in that' kind the labours of others do abound) but for
the fbiritual, praical, lively, foul-fearching truths and applications
thereof that are therein contained, the fubftance of which truths the
impartig] reader will eafily acknowledge to be clear both from this
and from other feriptures.

Thefe fermons preached by the author; in a weekly lefture, were
begun in June 1636, and ecnded in May 1640. In which time there
was a leaven of Antinomian and Familiftical opinions flirring in the
country, asthe world has already in print been informed: by occafion
whereof the reader will meet with fundry paflages tending to reprove
and refute fome of thofe conceits, and to eftablifh the contrary truth;
which we have not expunged, but let them pafls moftly as we found
them; feeing it is no more than the world alrcady knows, that there
were fuch things then among us; and though that ftorm be (as to its
open influtnce) comfortably blown over with us, yet the like errors are
(if not latent among fome here) fpread elfewhere by the new lights
of thefe times, whence thefe helps againft them are ftill needful.—
- And we doubt not but the fubflance of the truth here defended by
our author, will fland and abide the trial. Yea, I fuppofe I may
freely take liberty to fay, that among tne many excellencies where-
“with the Lord endowed this precious inftrument of his, this was none
of the leaft, that God taught him, and helped him to teach others
the truc middle way of the gofpel between the Legalift on the one
hand, and the Antinomian (or loofe gofpeller) on the other, with
much and fweet clearne(s, as was evident in the whole courfe and.

*'way of his: preaching, and may in fome meafure appear both in his
books formerly printed. and in the tollowing fermons.  Other paflages
alfo of fpecial application to tiis country, and to thofe fi-{t times ot it,
we willingly permit to pafs the prefs, becaufe they may be profitable
to others in ltke cafes elfewhere, and of fpecial bencfit to the New-
Englith reader. For why fhould we not defire and hope, that the
{fuitable, folemn counfels and warnings here given to thefe churches,
by tinis fecr in Ifrael, in reference to the main matters of fifeand god-
linefs may now be of living, awakening and foul-inftruding ufe to
them (Oh that it may be!) unto many gencrations!

- [ 4

Reader, if thou comeft hither to carp and cavil, or to criticife upon

each circumftantial imperfeflion, this work is not tor thy turn; but if -

thou bringeft with thee a ferious and humble heart, defirous to have

thy foul fearched to the quick, the fores thercof lanced, thy fpiritual
work and way direéted, and the interelt of thy eternal peace furthered,
if thou defireft to walk with God in good earneft, and efcaping all
the fnares of a flight and (lumbering gencration, to fland before

the
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the Son of man with comfort in the day of his. glory, then mayef
thou here find that that will fuit thee, and whichr thou wilt blefs
the Lord for, even words that are as goads and nails faftened by this
mafter of aflemblies, given from that one and chief Shepherd.—
The Lord fix and faften them in all our hearts, that abiding and
being engrafted thére, they may be inftrumental to further our fal-
vition, that neither deficiency in the main, nor floathful fecurity,
may hinder as from our defired end ; but when that chief Shepherd,
and that heavenly Bridegroom, who now fends to us by fo many
fervants and meflages of his, both in word and writing fhall appear
bimfelf, .« in the glory of his Father, and-of all his holy angels,”
we alfo may ¢ receive a crown of glory, that fadeth not away,” and
(for the laft confummation of this happy marriage) may go home with
him to his Fatber’s houfe, there to abide in his reft, in the ¢ fulnefs
 of his joy,” and drink down his ¢ pleafures for evermore.™

And you that fometimes were the flock of this thepherd, and have
heard thefe things from the lively veice of this' foul-melting preacher,
whom you never can forget; let it be a welcome providence to have
thefe traths thus revived to you, and put into your hands, that he
who is dead, may yet fpeak to you and yours. .Get them into your
houfes to read, nay, into your hearts to feed upon, as a choice and
precious treafure.  And let them fill be a living and continual
warning to ySu to watch and keep alive the power of godlinefs,
the daily pratice of * working out your falvation with fear and
“ trembling,” the love of the truth, the hatred of every falfe way,
the efteem and improvement of God's ordinances, and the truey
bumble, heavenly life of faith in Chrift Jefus.

JONATHAN MITCHELL.
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IF thou art one who knoweft what it is to be ferious in the grest
bufinefs of providing for cternity, it is very probable thou mayeft
be no firenger to the name of this reverend author, now with God,
whofe name in both the Englands is as an ointment poured forth ;
and then thou wilt be eagerly defirous to perufe thefe following
fermons, ia tendency to the further increaling thy flack of fpiritual
oil ; and when thou haft read them, and fuckt forth the {weetnefs and
nowdthment contained in them, and by the affiftance of the holy
Spirit turned them into good and healthful nutriment o thy foul,
we queftion not but it will ishance the author's worth in thy thoughts
and cftimation, But, perhaps, thou haft never lighted on any of
thofe flowers which this holy man bas planted in God’s garden, and
then we are confident- thou wilt meet with fuch favoury {weetnefs in
this difcourfe, as will make thee with Chrift's church had longer en<
joyed, fo choiee and ikilful a workman. If thou be one who haft
bitherto little confidered of God and thy foul, and the concernments
of eternity, or only now and then had fome morning-dew tloughts
of that which deferves and requires the choiceft and moft vigorous
workings of thy foul, we with thou wouldft fo far comply with God’s
goodnefs in bringing this book to thy hand, and gratify thyfelf,
(we mean thy foul, thy better fclf,) as to read over this treatife,
in which thou wilt mect with thofe fcrious and foul-piercing truths,
which by God's blefling may be as poifon to'thy lufts, and awaken
thee to a ferious and hearty engaging in that work which none ever
yet repented of.  For the occafion of publithing this piece, we refer
thee to the larger cpiftle of our reverend brother, and only add, that
though a vein of ferious, folid and hearty piety run through all this
author’s works, yet he has referved the beft wine till the laft.—
"The Lord help thee and us fo to read and improve thefe and fuch
like labours of God's harveft-men, that we may, with the wife virging,
have the lamps of our fouls trimmed and furnithed with oil, that
when the Bridegroom fhall come, we may be ready to enter with him
into his kingdom. Which is and fhall be the prayer of us, who are
hearty well-withers to thy foul,
. WILLIAM GREENHILL,;
EDMUND CALAMY,
JOHN JACKSON,
SIMON "~ ASH,
. WILLIAM TAYLOR, -
December 24, 1659,
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PARABLE
TEN VIRGINS
) UNFOLDED.

CHAP. I. SECT. I

. MarreEw XXV, 1,—14.

8. Then fball the kingdom of beaven be likened unto ten virgins,
wbich took their lamps,andwens forth to mees the bridegroom.
—2. And five of them were wife, and five were foolifb.—
3. They tbas w:r?‘]bolijb took sbeir lamps, and ook no oil
with tbem. — 4. But the wife took oil in their veffels with .
tbeir lamps.— 5. While the bridegroom sarried, they all flum~
bered and flept.—6. And at midnight there was a cry made,
Bebold she bridegroom cometh, go ye out to mees bim.—
9. Tden all thofe virgins arofe and srimmed ikeir lamps.—
8. dnd sbe foolifh faid unto the wife, Give us of your oil,

Jor our lamps are gone out.—g. But the wife anfwere«?:: Jaying,
Not fo, lefs there be not enough for us and you ; bus go ye
ratber 10 them that fell, and buy for yourfelves.—10. And,
* wbile they went to buy, the hid?’graom came ; and tbey that
were ready went in with bim to the mdrriage, and the door

dord, Lord, open to us.—12. Bu: be anfwered ai:d faid, Verily
I fay unto you, I know you not.—13. Wasch therefore, for
ye know neitber the day nor the bour whercin tbe Son of
man cometb.

THES'E words are part of our Saviour’s anfwer
wnto two folemn queftions which his difciples
propounded unto him, ch. xxiv. ver.3. The firlt was
concerning the defiru@ion of the temple at Jerufalem:
The fecond concerning the fign of his coming, and fuf
. ' ' « 7 o




. X0 . ON THE PARABLE OF THE

of the end of the world. The firft feems to be ocs
~ calioned by our Saviour’s fpeech, ch. xxiv. ver. 2.
The fecond from his fpeech, - ch. xxiii. ver. 39. To
the firft therefore he anfwers, from the 4th verfe of the
xxivth chap. to the 23d ver. of it. To the fecond he
anfwereth from the 23d ver. of the fame chap. to the -
end of this xxvth chap. Wherein he acquaints them,
1. With fome things which fhall be before his com-
ing, viz. fubtle and ftrong delufions, mixt with fore
tribulations and oppreflions, efpecially in the time of
Antichrift’s reign, as allo great confufions, in all hearts
' and ehurches, if not throughout -all the world, after
the tribulation of thofe days; 4nd then (faith he) ver.
30. fball appear the fign of she Son of man: and he
ihall be feen coming in power and great glory. But,
H you defire. farther fo know the day and hour when
this fhall be, it is Tuch a fecret as my Father reveal-
eth not to any, no, not to the very angels in heaven;
and therefore you need not know it, nor yet fhould
feek to know it; it is fufficient for you to know, that
before my coming. there fhall be lamentable and fad
times; and that when they are at their worft, that
the fun.and the moon (through the horrors of mens
hearts, and the univerfal confufions in the world)
thall feem to be darkened, &c. that then it is time for
me to come, and fet all in order again, then the time
of my coming draws nigh: Now this Chrift doth from
ver. 23. of the xxivth chap. to ver. 37. -
.2. Having thus fpoken concerning his coming, he .
breaks off his fpeech in defcribing his coming, and
falls to difcovering the ftate of the times toward, and
about the days of his coming, and this he doth from
chap. xxiv. ver. 37. to chap. xxv. ver. 31. by the confi-
deration of which he perfuades to witchfulnefs againft
_ his coming. 1. Either (faith he) the times will be
very fenfual and degenerate, as in the days of Noah,
in fome places of the world, chap. xxiv. ver. 38. which
" he illufirates from two parables, perfuading therefore
to
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to watchfulnefs, to the end of chap. xxiv. 2. Or therer
will be great iccunty in other places, and among
other perfons (not given up to fcnfuality, as in the
days ofNoah,) but who are the challe, virgin, pure
"churches of the world, not defiled with the whore-.
doms in the world; and this our Saviour unfolds in
this parable. 3. Or, if any be awakened (as fome
thall) to look for Chrift’s coming; yet, among thele,
fome, through hard conceits of the Lord Jeius, fhall
be wilfully carelefs, and not improve their talents for
the fake and ufe of the Lord Jefus, and this i is fet down

in the next parable of the ten talents, from ver. 14. -

to ver. 31. You fee therefore where this parable
ftands, and to what purpofe it is brought in. In which
are two things. .

[4

< SECT. II

& THE Parable itfelf, concernmg the ten Virgms,
from verfe 1. to verfe 13.

2. The fcope of the parable, ver. 3. which is to
perfuade not fimply to watchfulnefs, but to continu-
ance and perfeverance in it, from a prudent forefight
of the coming of Chrift.
~ 1._The parable itfelf is fet down, agreeable to the

cuftom of thofe times. wherein our Saviour lived,
wherein their marriages  were ufually celebrated in
the night-time; fhe that was the bride was attended
with fundry virgins to meet the bridegroom; thele

virging (it being night.feafon) took therefore their .

lamps with them; thofe that were ready, and met the
bridegroom, were admitted to the marriage-room and
Tupper; thofe that came after that time, if once the
doors were fhut, were furely kept out, though they
knocked hard to come in. All this, thofe who are
acquainted with Jewifh hifteries -and cuftoms know to
‘be true, which we are-to attend, becaufe it gives nat

a little -

.
v
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a little light to®the true and genuine explication of
this parable.

.In which parable note thefe two parts.

1. The church’s preparation to meet with Chrift,
called here the bridegroom, from the 1t to the 5th verl'e.

2. The bridegroom’s coming forth to meet them,
from the sth to the nth verfe.

N ' SECT. III.
Tbe firft pare of tbe Parable.

F IRST, I fhall fpeak of the preparation made by
the church to meet with Chrift Jefus. threm alio
note thefe three things.

1. The place where, this preparation is madc, vig.
in the Aingdom of beaven, ver. 1.

2. The time when it fhall be made, fet down in
the firft word, T'hen, ver. 1.

‘The perbns that fhall make this prcparatlon,
tluy fhall not be corrupted members of degenerate
churches, where mens profeflion is grown foul through
" length of wearing; but they are profeflors of fome
emineut ftrain, fome whereof are truly fincere, others
fecretly unfound. And there is a double defcription
of them. 1. From fome things wherein they all
agree. 2. From fome other particulars wherein
they manifeftly differ.

Firfs. Thofe things wherein they all agree are three.
1. They are all virgins, virgin profeflors.
2. They were all awake and watchful for fome

" time, ready to meet the bridégroom, and hence it is

{aid, Tbey s00k their lamps.

3. They all had fo much faith as to go out to meet
the bridegroom.

Secendly, Thofe things wherem they did differ,
ere,

1. Genenally, five were wife, and five were foolifb,
ver. 2. . 3. Spe.



TEN VIBGINS, 33
- a. Specially, the. foolifh took lamps, but no eil;

. the wife did both, ver. 3, 4.

This is the rude draught of the firft part of the pa-
rable, the fum whereof is this, That the ftate of the
members of fome churches about the time of Chrift’s
coming, fhall be this, they fhall not be openly pro-’.
fane, corrupt, and fcandaious, but vitgin-profeﬂ%rs,
awakened (for fome feafon) out of carnal fecurity,
flirring, lively Chrifliaus, not preferving their chaflity
and purity merely in a way of works, but waiting
for Chrift in a covenant of grace, only fome of thefe,
and a good part of thefe, fhall be indeed wife, flored
with fpiritusl wifdom, filled with the power of grace;
but others of them, and a great part of them too, fhall -
be found foolifh at the coming of the Lord Jefus.

I come, therefore, to handle the firft particular in
this’ firft patt, viZ. \ , !

CHAP. I SEGT. I

. Of sbe Vifible Cburch of God.

L. THE place where this preparation to meet Chrift

thall be made, and that is not in the kingdoms

of this world (earthly kingdoms) but in the kingdom

of heaven, and therefore it is- faid, Tbe kingdom of
beaven fball be like, &c.

I will not trouble .you with telling you how many

. ways the kingdom of heaven s taken in {cripture; by

the kingdom of heaven here, is not meant the kingdom
of glory in the third heaven; for there fhall be no
foolith virgins at all there, no unclean thing @rall en-
ter thither ; nor by it is meant the head. of this king-
dom, viz. Chrift Jefas; for how can hesbe like to tem
virgins? Nor by it is meant the gofpel of . the king- -
dom (which in Mat. xiii. i3 called the #ingdom of
deaven, and compated to & draw-net) for how can it

‘ —
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be like .unto ten virgins - mor yet ‘the internal king-
dom of grace kept up in the heart of every believer;
(which is called a grain of muftard-feed, Mat. xiii.)
for how can any foolifh virgins be there? or what -
fhare have they in that? ‘Therefore I conceive it is
clear, that by the kingdom of heaven here, is meant
the external kingdom of Chrift in this world : that
is, the vifible church, or the eftate. of the vifible
church, which is frequently called in fcrlpture, the
kingdom of beaven, as Mat. viii. 12. and xxi. 43.—
In which kingdom fome are wife, fome foolith, all
profels Chrift, look for the coming .of Chrift, for
falvation: from Chrift; the eftate of this vifible ohurch
thall be like ten virgins.

'SECT. IL

1

AND hence I thall note this one thing:
Dof2. 1. That" the vifible church of God on earth,

efpecially in the times of the gofpel, is the kingdom '

of heaven upon earth.

For look upon the face of the whole. earth, there
you may fee the kingdoms of men, and the kmgdom
of Satan, fin and death, which the apolile faith,
Rom. w. reigneth over all men; here is only the
. kingdom of heawen upon earth, viz. in the vifible
church; it is not the place only which makes either
heaven or hell, (though there is a place for both) but
the flate principally makes both, ome' may be in hell
upon earth, as Chrift was in his bitter agony; and a
man may be in a kind of heaven upon earth, as Chrift
tells his hearers, that the kingdom of beaven was ar
bend; a man may be under the kingdom of Satan
and darkuefs upon earth, Col. i. 13. which is a kind
of hell, and wvhy not as well under the kingdom of
God on earth, which is a kind of heaven, elpecially, I
fay, now under the gofpel, wherein the Lord hath begun
to fulfil that which was but only promifed under (t)he

1d

Y
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Old Teftament to be fulfilled in the fourth and laft
monarchy, (Dan. fi. 44.) in the time of ths New:
In the flate of Ghrift’s vifible church, which fhould
by Iittle and little beat down all other kingdoms of .
the world.

SECT. IL

Reaf. 1. BE@:aufe the fame King that is reigning
in heaven, is reigning here, is prefent here, Pfal. ii. 6.
and here the faints are commanded to rejoice, to fhout,
and to be glad with all their hearts, becaule of .the
prefcncc of this their King among them, Zeph. iii. 14,
x5. It is true indeed he is King over all the world ;
the immediate execution of "all God’s common, as
well as fpecial providence, is put into the hand of
this King, the Lord Jefus. But as for his enemies,
and other creatures, he reigns over them as a King
of power; but he reigns not for them alfo as a King
of grace and love, for thus he reigns among his peo-
ple in his church, Deut. xxxiii. 26, 27. The Lord
is prefent with every ‘one of his people, feverally, but
much more jointly, when two or three of them are
et together in bis name.

Reafon 2. Becaufe here are the laws of heaven,
Heb. xii. 25. Take beed ({peaking of the miniftry of
the gofpel in the churches) sbas you refufe nos to bear
bim wbo [peaketh from beaven: which laws are not only
herc promulgated (as they be among the enemies of
this kingdom) but accepted and received alfo, without
which laws what kingdom could there be? Chrifi’s
kingdom in this'world is neither tyrannical, nor arbi-

trary, to govern ‘without law, no, no, but if he be
our ng, he is our Law.giver alfo, Ifa. xxxiii. 22.
Nay; the fame laws by which we fhall be ruled in
heaven, we have here, and we are now under: that
as our divines fay againft the Papifts, though before
Moles’ time, there was not jcnpm verdi, yet there was
: verbum
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werbum feriptun, which the patriarchs had before the
flood, #d afterward until Mofes’ time: So I fay
here, though in heaven the external letter and fcrip-
tion both of law and gofpel, fhall be abolifhed, be.
caufe they need them not, when the day-ftar is rifen,
2 Pet. i. 19. yet the living rules of both, for “fub-
ftance, fhall remain; the end of the miniftry is to
bring us to the unity of faith in a perfe@ eftate, Eph.
iv. 13 Therefore faith thall not ceafe, when minifters
fhall, and that perfe& man fhall come. Our faith
indeed fhall net then by fuch glafles fee Chrift, aoe
adhere unto Chrift, by fuch means of promifes and or-
dinances as.we do now, but without them we fhsli
both fee,  and forever adhere to him who is our King
at that day ; and though indeed the law is now abo-
lithed, as a covenant of life, yet it fhall ever remaia
as a rule of life; perfe@® fubjeftion to it, is the hap-
pinefs of faints in heaven, 1 Johni. as aheart con-
trary to it is the greateft mifery of the faints on earth,
Rom. vii. 24.

Reafon 3. Becaufe here are the fubje@s of heaven,
Eph. ii. 19. Fellowscitizens of the faints, not only oa
earth, but as Paul fpeaketh, Phil. iii. 20. ¢ Our coa:
« verfation (or, as it may be rendered, our free baur-

" ¢ gefs-thip) is in heaven.”” God himfelf hath cano-
nized all the true members of vifible churches with
the name of faints, throughout the whole New Tefta-
ment: here are the great heirs of heaven, nay, pof-
feflors of heaven by faith, as others are by feeling,
s near and dear to God (in fome refpe&) as thofe that
be in heaven already ; becaufe the fame motive which
makes him love them, makes him love thefe, though -
poor abjeQ@s, and out-cafts of the world; there is bst |
a paper-wall of their bodies between them and hes- |
ven, only here is the difference, they there, are fub-
je@s in their own country ; thefe here, are the fame |
countrymen, only ftrangers for a time here upoa
carth : Some defiae a kingdom to be dominessis regés -
) i
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in populum fubje@um. 1If Chrift (the King) was pre.
feat, aad his laws publithed, but there were no peo-
ple to be fubject to him, there could be no kingdom;
but when the l\‘ng, laws, and fubje&s of heaven are
here met together in the vifible church, here is now
the kingdom of heaven.

Reafon 4. Becaule here is the very glory of heaven
begun, that lock as the fame fun which fills the fars
with glory, the very fame beams touch the earth al.
fo, fo the {ame glory which fhines in heaven, fhines
into the poor church here, 1 Pet. v. 10. God hath
called his people into his eternal glory. And Rom.
viii. 30. “ Wnom Chrift hath jullified, them he hath
* glorified :”. that is, he hath begun it here. Here, in
8 [pecial manner, is the prefence of the angels in
heaven, Eph. iii. 10. 'Here the pure in heart fee God,
and that after another manner, than many times they
can in their folitary condition, Pfalm Ixiii. 1, 3, 3¢
And what is this but heaven?

SECT. IV.

Ufe t.SEE therefore hence their happinefs and
honour, whom God hath called out of the world, and
planted in his churoh: What hath the Lord done,
but opened the way to the tree of life, and let you is-
to paradile again 2 Nay, (which is more) wuat hath
he done but taken you up into the very kingdom of
heaven itfelf ? where you have tha ‘Lord of glory.
to be your King, the laws of heaven.made known,
his heart opened, where you have the heirs of heaven
your companions, and the angels of heaven your
guard, defiring to look into thole things, which vour
eyes fee, and your hearts feel, 1 Pet.i.12. Where
you have the love of a Father appearing, the Son of
God inhabiting, aad the Spirit of heaven cemforting.
*¢ Lord, what is man, that thou art thus mindful of
* him !” That when the Lord leeth it unmeet to take

’ B you
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you ont of this weold Tt To> Leavea, that heaves

thould come Jdowa im22 =iz worii urlo vou, who

were onve enemiss to Nis Ki~zdoe. fhut up vader

the kingdom of d-3:3 a3 Satkes, flranzers to the

commoa-weal:h of Lrael. witzx: God a=2d Chrift in

the world, without promile, witaca: hone. I do not

cry the temmz of the Lowd, oor idriize order and

churches, bot Iiell vou what your privilege is, and

thereby what Goo's oxadweis st I know the world

neither feeth nor f:2%th a=v iuch  2aven on earth, but

foon grow delpiirs fecret’y of 2l ordinances, who if
they were in heeven itell witl their carnal bearts, they
would not abide there with much contentment, yet
verily heavea hath beea, ard is {0221 bere by God’s
hidden ones. even fuch ti'ns which eve hath not
feen, nor ear heard; smd it it b= not thus with thee,

blame thyicif, amd mourn the more, who ia the midft -
of light art in utter darknels, add in the place where

heaven is begua to fome, it fhould be made a little

hell to thee.

Uje 2. Take heed of defiling fecretly the church
of God: For what do vou do thereby, but pollute
the kingdom of heaven itlelf?  And the better any
thing is, the greater is the defilement caft upon it. It
is faid, 1 Pet. i. 4. that the kinxdem of heaven above
is en inderitance undcfiled ®; mever vet the fubjedt
place where any fm~ was committed : and thts.xs one
part of the glory of it. Take you heed of coming in-
to church-fellowfhip with defiled hearts, and fo de-
filing God's holy .things; for do you know where
you are? I know it is not in that heaven where you
cannot fin, but yet itis in fuch a heaven where you
fhould not fin, much le's defile the church of God.
It was one of God’s heavy inditments againft the
church of the Jews, that when the Lord had brought
them out of aland of pits, into a pleatiful country,

yet
, »  Some think from thenze, that the lapfed Aneels did not £l in the third
. Beaven, but in fome place in the carth ; Tor that is an ineritance undefiled.
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yet they defiled his land, ncither priefts nor people.
fasid, “ Where is the Lord 2 Jer. ii. 6. 8. It will be
much more heavy another day with you, that walk-
ing in the fellowfhip of God’s.people, fhall be found
guilty of defiling the kingdom of heaven itfelf, which
you fhould be careful to keep as an undefiled inheri-
tance; which defilements, whether fpiritual or fenfual,
as they ftain the very glory of heaven itlelf, fo they
keep you from feeling the truth of this do&trine, even
of this heaven upon earth in your own experience.
Ufe 3. Let all membhers of churches hence learn to.
have their converfation in heaven, and walk as men
come down from heaven, and returning thither again, -
and that as it were already in heaven. - Paul did thus,
and wept to {ee fo many that did not thus, but did
mind earshly tbings, Phil. iii. 19, 20. Do not only
forfake, but even ¢ forget your country, and your
“ father’s houfe, fo fhall the King of glory defire your
“ beauty,” Plalm xlv. 10, 11. Let the reproach of
earthly-mindednefs calt upon the face of Chriftians,
be wiped off by your carriage, being heavenly, holy,
loofened from things below.. Art thou in heaven
with an earthly heart? Is not heaven good enough
‘for thee > Cannot that content thee which many have
defired to fee, and could not fee, even the Lord Jefus,
the King of glory: in his beauty, in the aflemblies of
his faints ? - S
Ufe 4. Take heed of pulling down this kingdom.
Loyal fubjets will rather lofe their lives, than their
prince thall lofe his kingdom. Feéar not enemies with-
out, but yourfelves at home. The enemies of the
church, did never yet hurt the church, but the
- church’s fins, Zech. vii. 4.. O! confider what mercy
the Lord hath betrufted us withal, that unlefs the
Lord thould carry us to heaven itfelf, immediately on.
the wings of angels, he can fhew us no greater out-
ward favour, in this world, than to bring us into this
his kingdom of heaven on earth. I profefs, one-day’s
: . Ba fellow-
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#iinvhin 1er: witi a2 number of broken-hearted
cirian-, =irlier mourping together, or rejoicing in
tierr T oand King together, it out-bids the many
wear’ iory of Lie whale world, (howioever it is bid-
4r1 “ram lie word,.  Aad wil you betray this king-
aom ?

SECT. V.
f,::m:'r.‘v FAT are thofe sbings sbas may pall drwn

& wnyigm ?

Anj 1. Laorance of thofe fins which may hurt
and riin it. T iere are common infirmities which all
the fsitaini have in commion, tor the Loed pities his;
bt tiere are fome thag are proper and perfonal 1o
fame metiealar perions, Palm xviil. 23. for which the
ford i3 een angry with Riz own; [0 there are fome
fing ¢4 avs cnmmoa canrch-tafirmities, for which
tne Bord wiinot call off nis people, but there are
fomerimes, . feveqal churches, proper church-fins.
N v ae rnlz mere i3, if thele be not icea, and lament-
aband rmmovzd, f <he Lord be angry for thefe (as
ver .7 e w 1) anl yet they do not fo much as know
4. rio3ws e anat 1 i3 tnat hurnts them, thele fins will
cr-ker tos o3, and balt the mod Hourithing
¢ ieuhes. Eonetus, Rev. i 4. had her fin; Sandis,
Es. 4. 1. Lad Ler fin.  Laodicea had her fins, Rev.
3.3%5. Noa wnat if they never know thefe, nor re-
pone of tiefe, you kaow then Ephefus’s candleftick
1.7 b2 removed, and Laodicea mult be fpued out of
Chrivv's meuth,  O! this hath been the bane of
churches, while they erjoyed their liberties, they
cold not, (nry in truth) would not know their all,
in the day of Crrift’s vifitation of them, and hence
eame their ruin, the caufe of which they faw not; on-
ly it may be the remnant that clcaped, to whom the
Lord fhewed mercy, could ,read their fins in their
plagues. It is a.lamentable fpeCtacle: to behold the

.. runs
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ring of Germany, and that after fuch great flaugh-
ter and effufion of blood, they cannot tell the thing
that hath hurt, and doth {till wafte them.

2. Self-feeking, a fpirit of felf. Look as itisina
kingdom, if there be a common encmy, and the bo-
dy of the army which fhould encounter with them,
be every man taken up, and taking thought how he
may preferve his own tent, and 'do not join their
forces together for common fafety, it muit perifh,
and the kingdom will be eafily conquered : Or, as it
is with the body, if every member feeks to preferve
idelf alone, and not that which preferves them all,
[viz. the head) the body will drop down and die fhort-
ly. Chrift Jefus is at the head of this body (his
church.) Now it is certain, if ye feek to preferve
your own name more than Chrift’s, to give more
content to your own lufts, then to the will and heart
of Chrift, if more careful of fetching feathers to
yoor own nefts, and to fhift for yourfelves; and not
to attend (every man in his place) the public good of
the church, and Chrift in it;'it i3 certain God will
forfake you, and all will to ruin quickly, 2 Chron.
xV. 1, 2. ;

Church-members of public {pirits, are ever prof-
perous men: They fhall profper that love thee,
Pialm cxxii. 6. Thuat fay in their hearts, out of fenfe
of Ghrift’s love, Lord, what fhall I do for thee ? How
may I be ufeful to'thy people ? But if back and belly,
mine and thine, be chief in requeft, this will ruin
ou.

’ 3. League and amity with the enemies of Chrift’s
kingdom, or peace with our lufts; it is not fin, but
a privy peace with fin, and a fecret quietnefs in fid,
which overthrows Chrift’s kingdom : The Canaanités
that were left alive, becaule, it is faid, they could not
drive them out, how often did they vex, and prick,
and yoke the Ifrael of God? Thofe fins which you
fay, you cannot part with, and hence yield te them,

B3 and
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and mourn not under them, thofe will ruin churches:
Some fins you have forfaken, and could forfake, the
danger lies not here, wrath goeth out againft Jeho-
faphat, becaule he loved him who hated the Lord,
2 Chron. xix. 2.

4. When the church lays by her weapons. No
kingdom can be fafe in an ordinary way, where all
‘their weapons are taken from them, or not ufed by
them, when their enemies are upon their borders:
When the church hang by, and lay afide faith (the
fhield whereby we defend ourfelves) and prayer:
(whereby we offend our enemies) what fafety is to e
expefted now in churches: Only be firong, faith the
Lord to Jofhua, when' he went out upon that great
fervice of the Lord, Joh. i. r7. Eph. vi. 13. There
is no more fearful ﬁgn of ruin to a church, than where
the fpirit of prayer begins to fail ; and, vcrily, if any
people under heaven are ready to mifcarry herein, we
(that hawve our fill of peace, and our yokes broken off
from our fhoulders) are in molt danger; but if it’be
o, look for fuch fhakings of all hearts, and churches
alfo, as fhall make you find your tongues, and knees,
and ears, and hearts again, if the Lord means to dwell
with you.

5. Not bringing forth the fruits of the kingdom,
Mat. xxi. 43. Cut that church down that cumbers
the ground, after many years’ pruning and wetting.
That kingdom where there is church-trading, but no
confiderable gain coming in, will confume quickly,
and die of itfelf. Fruit is the lalt end of the tree:
- All duties you do, wherein you attain not, or, at
leaft, aim not at your laft and utmoft end, that is not
fruit; fruit refrefheth others that tafle it; when a
Chriftian walketh fo as another is not the better, (not
much refrefhed) by him, but it may be hardened
rather, by a faplefs example, here is no fruit, and this
calls for the axe to cut down the tree. 4

6 Divifions, This pulls down kindoms th}lnlo;pt

elp
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help of foreign enemies.  If a kingdom thrufls fwords
into each other’s’bellies, this will.foon difpatch them.
Itis the Jefuits plot to fubdue by private divilions, .
whom they cannat conquer by force of arms: It was -
moft pleafing to Satan to prevail with Chrift to caft
himfelf down headlong from the pinacle; rather than
to fling him down himfelf. It is the delight of hell
to fet and fee churches at variance among themielves;
this is the firlt thing he attempts in the beft churches,
aad it is commonly prolperous, if the Lord leaves
the watchmen to flumber, and not to be watchful,
and fearful, and fuddenly fenfible of the leall beginnin-
ings herein. It is a wonderful thing to fee what
a finall occafion of offence. will do; a word, a geflure,
a garment, a matter of ‘mdiﬁ'crency; it is ftrange to
fee, how much fmall matters will gore, if Satan’s
head be in them, and his horns be fet upon them, °
efpecially in churches where men are fet at liberty,
and enjoy it; one muft have liberty to fpeak one thing,
and another, another thing; I am of this mind, faith
one; I am not of that miad {Brother) faith 2nother:
it is wonderful to fee what a fire, a fecret {mother,
and {moak of fufpicion will do. But O take heed
here, Gak v. 15. Love the truth, receive no opinion
differing from the moft approved in the church fud.-
denly, but weep,: -and pray, and afk counfel, and trem-
ble 1o entertain a thought of conrention : the firft fin
which brake out in the firft Chriftian church, was
murmuriogs, - AQs vi. 1. What follows? Stephen,
an earthly angel, full of the Holy Ghoft, fuffers, and
is taken from them, A&s vii. and after this the
whole church is fcattered, A&ts viii. O keep the .
peace of the church, and rend it not for {mall mat.
ters, love one-anather fincerely, and you cannot but
live together quietly. :

Ba CHAP.
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CHAP. UL SECT. L

Concerning tbe coming of Cbrift, and she fecurity
of prefelfors.

THUS much of the place; now let us confider of
the time when this preparation is made, fet down
in that word Zber, which word hath reference to the
37:0 ver. of the xxivth chap. viz. to the days of the
coming of the Son of man.
*Quelt. Mw wben are th: fe days?

4uf. We thall read both in prophetical and apofle-
lical writings, that a'l the time from the atcenfon to
the fecond coming of Chrift, is called the laft days,
A&s ii. 16, 17. Hence the primitive churches did
(long fince) and all the churches at this day oughy,
10 live 1n a daily expe&ation of his coming again, as
thele virgins here did. And hence fome thimk, tiat
all this time may be the days of the coming of Carik,
wherein all the churches either do, or {hould lodk
_out for the coming of Chrift. Now although ks
" not exclude thefe days ('m a large fenfe) from bemg
the days of Chrift’s coming, as being the lit dirs
and it being the duty of all, to wait for this c331g
of Chrift, as well as thofe who lived long beore s,
1 Thef.i. xo. 1 Cor.i. 7. yet I believe here is memtt
more particularly the latter part of thofe Pad s
for our Saviour having foretold ‘of many thiz v et
thall fall out before his fecond coming, yet it wems
. to fingle out fome plrucuhr time in theis bk luws:
to which he doth annex this (sben}, and Lz M-
dent to all that view well the text, that thev e T&
days of his coming; for though all the &= n **c
gofpel may be called the days of the Soa & mmam. T
fome days cfpecially wherein there is Zomu i I
coming of the Son of man, as when he coimes @ =20

prayers, Luke xviii. 8. yet to fpeak prome: ‘:;
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are mot the days of the coming of the Som of mian.
Anbd look, as the days of Noah were not, all the days
from the creation to the deluge, but thofe particular
years before the flood, {o it is here, fome fpecial times
before his coming, are the days of his coming.

0

SECT. 1L

Byeft. BU‘T what is sbis coming"of Chrifs ?

Anf. There is a double coming of Chriit.

x. His coming to call the Jews, and to gather in_
the fulnefs of the Gentiles with t.hcm, which is called,
the Zrightnefs of bis coming, 2 Thel. ii. 8. when there

1ng, Rev. xix. 19, 20.
2. His coming to judgment, Heb. ix. 28. 1 Cor.

xv. 13,14. When there fhall be an univerfal refor. -

reftion of good and bad, 1 Thel, iv. 15, 16, 17.°
Now although it be true, that at the time of the com-
ing of Chrift, to call the Jews, the churches, like
chafte virgins, fhall wait and make themfelves ready
for the marriage of the Lamb, Rev.xi. 7. Yet the
fecond coming.of Chrift feems to be the time which
is here diretly pointed at. Then fhall thofe churches
be virgin-ghurches, waiting for Chrift's coming,
both to their particnlar judgment, but efpecially to
the general judgment, when he fhall appear as a glo-

- rious Bridegreom to the confolation and falvation of

‘thofe who in truth bave waited for him the fecond
time : For this coming of Chrift, fpoken of in thefe.
two chapters, i3 that coming which is in power and
great glory, (sot ian the churches {piritually but)
in the clouds of beaven, chap. xxiv. 38. Where-
in he fhall feparate the fheep from the goats, the.
one to lie*among devils, the other to poflels” (not
an carthly kingdom here for a thoufand yearsf, ay

< ome

‘ .
foall be fuch a brightnefs of the truth, fhining forth "'
in the world, armed with foch infirnments as fhall.

witerly deftroy Antichrift, long before his fecond com- -

,@
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fome from miftaking the meaning of the 20th chapter
of the Revelation imagine) but to inherit *¢ the king-
¢ dom prepared for them from the foundation of the
« world,”” Mat. xxv. 34. which cannot be any better,
nor any other, thaa the third heaven, where. the face
of God is feen, and where he hath had an innumerable
hoft of glorious angels, his fubjes to ferve him, not
only fince the firlt time of man’s creation, but the
firf:foundation of the world, Gen. i. 1. Which alfo
Chrift himfelf is gone to prepare for us, John xiv. 2, 3.
And which Abraham’s faith only expetted, even

e & city which was not earthly, but heavenly, ¢ which
¢« hath foundations, whefe builder and maker is God,”
Heb. xi. 10, 11.  So that although this parable looks
moft dire&tly unto thofe times which are yet to come,
yet as all examples regiftered in holy fcripture for time
paft, are applicable and ufeful for us, fo thefe that are
yet to come, are alike inftrutive to us, efpecially in
thefe times and places, wherein the Lord (according
to his manner of working great things ufually) gives
among us fome {mall, yet lively refemblance of thofe
days.

SECT. IIL

Doft. THAT in thofe days of Chrift’s coming,
wherein the churches of Chrift, ard profeflors of
the gofpel fhall grow virgin-churches, all vifible
faints, when all members feem to be efpoufed to
Chrift, yet there will be found defperate folly in fome,
and in time great fecurity will fall upon all.

Some there are who think the days we live in now,
are not only the days of the Son of man, but part
of the days of the coming of the Son of man, wherein
the churches {=fpecially in thefe places) grow to be ,
virgin profeffors : Our judgments hold it, our prattice
maintgins it, all church-members are and muft be
vifible faints, vifible believers, virgins' efpoufed to
Chrift, efcaping the pollutions of idolatry and tllclie
T world:
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world: Take heed the Lord find not many of you
} foolifh; take heed that you are not fo, that in time
-you grow not fecure; you have the pillow of peace
to lic on, and the cares of the world to make you
dream away your time, and you have no “pinching
perfecutions to awaken you; and if np wreftlings
within, look for fecurity there. Folly arill be the
death and bane of fome, hence boaft nat..”sSecurity,
“a fleeping ficknefs, will be the difeafe of others, if the
Lord prevent not : But Iintend mnot to anchor here,
only to fet up marks at thefe flats, that you may
avoid them and come not near them.

e

CHAP. IV. SECT. L

Sheweth that the foul that will enjoy communion with
Cbrift, muft be divorced from all otber lords, parti-
cularly from lufis, and from ibe law. The manner of
its efpoufals unto Chrift.

OW, therefore, to come to the third thing; the

perfons that make this preparation are fet forth,

1. In what ‘they all agree in, and that is, firfl, in

- that they are all virgins: What are thefe? 4a/. To

omit the popifth ioterpretation of their nuns, and
mock.virgins, : . .

I fhall rather make ufe of fcripture to give light to
interpret this place: for-opening of it, know, the
whole church may be called the fpoufe of Chrift, and
take every member alone, a virgin attending on thig
fpoufe, Pfalm xlv. nay the apoftle; 2 Cor. xi. 2. calls
the whole church a virgin; fo that by virgins ‘are

. meant whole particular churches of Chrift, together
with the feveral members thereof. Now virgins are
fuch as are fit for marriage, and not defiled with any
man, as it is faid of Rebecca; fo by virgins is meant
thoff that are not polluted within or without with the

. evils

g —
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evils of the world, Rev. xiv. 4. but more is to he

underflood here, 2 Cor. xi. 2. when once marriage

is come, they ceafe to be virgins, and are wives; yet

when efpoufed to Chrift, now they are fpiritually vir-"
gins; hence thefe here are only like to virgins: fo

that the meaning of virgins is this, by wvirgins is

meant fuch churches, or members of churches, as

are divorced from all other' lovers, and matched only

to Jefus Chrift: thefe only look for the coming of
Chrift, and communion with him, thelfe only are

received into communion,

SECT. IL

0bf. 1. WHO-ever look for everlafting communion |

with the bridegroom of the church Jefus Chrift, muft
be virgins divorced from all others, and efpaufed only
to Jefus Chrift. '
Here were indeed foolifh ones among thefe, yet as
foolifh and blind as they were, they faw that this was
the way, to be like the wife, to be virgins as well as
.they, Pfalm xlv. 10, 11. Jer. iii. 19, 20. ¢ As a wife
*« departs, fo ye.~~But how thall I put thee among the
st children, &c. You fhall call me, My Father,” that is,
One inftead of all other things, ‘ and fhall not turn
« afide from me,"” Hol.ii. 23. there is there conimunion;
hence the Lord will, 1. Take away the' names of
Balaam: 2. Betrothe them to himfelf.

SECT. I

Quett. WHA‘T is it to be divarced from all othér
lovers 2

Anf. Idolatry is called whoredom in fcripture, and

this is one thing the foul muft be divorced from be-

fore it can be matched to the Lord, Hof.ii. 2. I fhall

not need to prefs this here; but there are two other

things which I fhall fhew, for there are two thi;gs
R : * that

-
]
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dnt&eﬁ man doth before he is efpoufed to the Lord

Jefus; either firlt he departs and goes a-whoring, by
wlawfully lufting after the creature, Pfalm Ixxiii. 27.

Jumes iv..4.  Or, fecond, he is lawfully married ss

be thinks unto the law, Rom: vii. 3, 4. the law is
there compared to a hufband, from which Chrift in-
deed delivers his, yet fome will ftick to it: either the

‘foul takes content in fome creature more than in

*Chrit, or in fome righteoufnels more than in the

Lord Jefus: NoW, to be divorced from all other’
things, is for the heart.to be taken off from all world-
ly contentments; and from comforting itfelf in the
bofom of its own work and righteoufnefs, and this
mult. be found in all them that leok for communion
with the Lord Jefus.

SECT. 1V.

THE heart muft be divorced from lufts after, and
Pleafures in any creature; for proof, we muft koow

. 1. The foul of every man muft have fomething to
quiet and comfort it, like the ftomach ; it is death and
hell to want it (as the Ifraelites in the wildernels)
heace it muft bave it.

2. There is mnothing that can comfort the thirfly
heart, but it is either in the {pring, or ciftern, fountain,
or bottles ; eitherin God, or in the creature.

3. Hence man haviag loft God, and all good there,
feeks for it in the creature, and becaufe he finds not
enough in one, digs for it in another, Palm iv.
“ Who will thew us any good?”” And hence the foul,
becaufe it never found that infinite fweetuels in God
himfelf, lufts after, and delights in the creature for
itfelf; loves pleafure for pleafure; delights in the -
creature for the creature, not for God: why fhould he,
feeing he never found coutent there? And here the
fout of man cleaves night and day, committing fpi-

: : ritual
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ritual whoredom before the face of God ;- now if ever
any foul has communion with Chrift, it .muft be di-
vorced from all creatures thus, for Iuft is a defire
after, and content in the creature for the creature’s
fake.

Reaf. 1. Becaufe while the heart is in league with
any creature befides the Lord, it is at deadly enmity
with the Lord, James iv. 4. If a man hath a rich
commodity, and one comes and offers half the worth
of it, he takes it as a contempt; if it be not worth
this, it is worth nothing; fo the Lodd is worthy of
all our love, our lives, our fouls, though we had s .
thoufand of them; and will a man not part with his
lufts for him? I.tell you, the Lord takes himfelf
flighted, contemned, and loathed; if not worth all
a man’s love, he is worth nothing : now the creature
is made a God, becaufe made a man’s laft end, which
is as proper to God, as to miake him the Alpha of all.
Here the greateft wrath is' to give a man his fill
of the creature. .

Reaf. 2. Becaufe fo long the foul cannot fee, nor
come by the eye and feet of faith to the Lord Jefus,
John v. 44. and think Chrift better than all; as birds
" in a ftring may fly high, but when they come to the
end of the line, fall down there; and fo though the
foul flies to Chrift, yet when indeed it comes to the
end of parting with all, it falls down, and falls off
from Chrit. Whole men have no heart nor defire
after ‘phyficians; when all limbs are whole and Rroug;
no defire after plaifigrs : fo while any thing eafes and
contents the heart, there is no defire after Chril.
Hof. iv: 11. “ Whoredom and wine have taken.away
¢¢ the heart.” . % )

Reaf. 3. Becaule fo long the heart, if it do come,
cannot ftay with Chrift, to do auy thing for Chrift,
Mat. vi. 24. “ You cannot ferve God and riches,”
that is, two mafters, who have conftant employment,

and Chrift hath fet us fuch employment. .Hence men
on
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on fick-beds are tame as may be, promife any thing,
becaufe their joy in the creature is gone: Hence on
the other fide, many men, after many {pringings
of heart, are choaked by thorng of the world.

Reaf. 4. From the abundant love that the Lord
Jefus fhews to them that ever have, or look for com-
munion with him. ‘Thofe to whom we fhew much
love, from thofe we expe&t much again. As a man,
if taken or caft out to be fervant, one looks not for
love from him; but, when a man hath given himfelf,
and made over all his eftate to another, now all love
is too little. So it is with the Lord Jefus, John vi.
Will you alfo depars? ’ 4

SECT. V.

2. THE foul muft be divorced from the law,
that is, from comforting itfelf with th® righteoufnefs
thereof. . For explication of which, we muft confider
thefe things.

1. That the Lord doth not ever give a man con-
tent in his fins and lufls, but ‘wounds confcience for
the fame. . o :

2. That fo long as.the Lord wounds a man’s con-
fcience for fin, no creature can give a man comfort
or content: ‘A wounded fpirit who can bear?”
Judas cafts away his filver pieces; aund Belfhazzar
qnakes, who was ‘but even naw quaffing in his cups.
Asg a man that hath an aching tooth, or broken bones,
what can comfort him now ?

4. Hereupon the law falls upon a man, or a man
meets with the law; for as all 2 man’s forrow is upon
him, becaufe the law is broken, all a man’s care is
how he may keep it again.. What fhall Ido? As

. a man caft in prifon for debt, there all is opened; and

the law, like an, earneft fuitor, 1. Preflfeth hard for

- love and obedienge. 2. Promifeth a rich porticn, eter-

nal
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nal life, if he caa keep it; if not, you muft be darnaed;
therefore now forfake your fins, &c.

4. Hence the foul, not kaowing a better hufband,
confents and refolves to cleave to it,r Rom. x. 3.
Deut. v. ¢ Whatever the Lord will have us do, we
“ will do it;" and here it ftays, and is comforted,
here it relts; as in Afa his time all rejoiced for the:
oath, 2 Chroa. xv. lfa. lviii. 1, 2. and if it ind not
perfe@ comfort becaufe of imperfe® work, it thea
clofeth with Chrift for to make up and piece up ally
Gal. v.1. Aund now, I fay, it is comforted in what
it hath, and doth, and here it refts; now from hence -
it muft be divorced: What need I prove it, when
the apoftle hath fo fully, Galat. per torum, and confi-
fider the young man, Mat. xix. Divorced, I fay,
the foul muft be from this. :

1. Becaufe he that doth thus, fets up another
Chrift, and makes himfelf his own faviour; can the
. Lord Jelus take fuch a foul into communion with
him? Suppofe a prince be pulled by his people from
hig throne, and they fet up another pious prince to
rule, will this ferve the turn, to fay, he is an honeft
prince? So though duties be never fo good, yet not
to advance Chrift, is to pull.down Chrift. - :

2. Becaufe fuch perfons do commonly moft op-
pofe the Lord Jefus in a way of believing, though
not in a way of doing; the Lord hath more ado, if
any of thefe be brought home, to bring them in, they
have fomewhat to fay for themfelves, they have ftrong-
er forts, &c. The Scribes and Pharifees rejelted the
counfel of God againft themfelves, and hence no peo-
ple left to fuch deep defertions as thefe, if the Lord
intend mercy to them, for they have more need than
others. -

3. Becaufe hereby a man doth but make a confpi-
racy againft God's greateft plot that ever he had a-foot,
- viz. to advance his free-grace, Gal. v. 4. you #re fal-
len from grace, for nothing makes a man more fit t?t
. boa
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boaft than works, and relling in them; fin makes a
man athamed, 3nd therefore if they come to heaven,
"they have laid a foundation to thank themfelves for
fomewhat ; - hence no communion with Jefus Chrift
in this frame; na, the Lord will tear down this foun-
.dation, and make the faul cry guilty, and make this
hufband,” the law, to be judge, to examine, and con-
dema, apd now come to afk, What have you to plead
for your life and peace? It hath no plea to thew but
mercy, &c. it hath its duties evidencing againtt it.

SECT. VL
z.THE foul now comes to be efpoufed to the
Lord Jefus. :
Queft. How ?

4nf. 1. The foul beholding the glory of the Lord
Jefus, makes choice of him, as in all marriage-bonds
there is a choice made, and if love be great, there is
little ftanding on terms: let me have him though X
beg with him; fo the foul fees fuch a fuitablenels in
the Lord Jefus, as that it ftands not on terms, let me
. have him though' .in prifon with him, though in the
garden in agonies with him, though on the crofs, in
defertions with him, he is enough, as Peter, when he
faw Chrift on the fea, defired he might come to him -
there, Heb. xi. 26. Choofing the reproach of Chrift, &c.
And look, as Chrift choofeth the foul, 1. The whole
foul. 2. Everlaftingly. - 3. Above 2ll others: fo
it makes choice of Chrift, whole Chrift, Phil. iii. 9.
2. Everlaftingly, ¢ The Lord is my portion for ever,”
" Pfalm Ixxiii. 26. And before ever you can look for
communion with him, you muft make this choice of
him, and glad too you may have him on any terms;
nay, put it to any foul the Lord hath done good to,
and alk it, will you have him? It is fuch a mercy,
I canpot conceive how one fo vile as I fhould have it:
have him the Lord of glory, the Prince of life and.
) I peace;
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peace ; O yes: hence Peter faid, ¢ Mafter, what fhall
¢ we have that have forfaken all, and followed thee ”

s Tou fball it with me on thrones. And look, as Chrilt
now chufeth the foul above others, as well as in hea-
ven, John xv. 16. fo it now chufeth Chrift, * Whom
¢ have I in heaven or earth:” many, when they-think
of death, or are dying, then chufe him, but not now,
or chufe him for outward bleflings, not {piritual favour
and life, John vi. 26, 27.

2. The foil hence gives itfelf like one efpoufed
to her hufband, to the Lord Jefus, Cant. ii. 16. < I am
“ my beloved’s :» fervants give work for their wages,
and malters givé wages for their work, but hufbands
and wives give themlelves one unto another ; -fuitors
allo give tokens to draw on love, not themfelves; fo

 fervants in the church, they do for God in hope of
wages, and the Lord bleffeth them, it may be, outward-
ly; but he that is efpoufed to Chrift, gives himfelf,
Lord, I can do nothing for thee, give nothing to thee;

" but I give mylelf to thee, that thou wouldft work
in me, and by me, Rom. vi. 13. So the Lord is
a fuitor to many a man that never gives himfelf
to him: he ‘gives them fome comforts, fome win-

. ming, drawing, melting mercies, but not himfelf;
they give him fome entertainment, and good words,
a thoufand withes, as Capernaum did, but not
themfelves; but this muft be, if ever you look for
communion with him: hence David faith, ¢ I am
¢ thine, fave me:” hence fome made thipwreck of

_ faith, they were not the Lord’s; hence the Lord faith,
he knows who are his, 2 Tim.ii. 18, 19. he fends
their tokens agnin: for look, as it is an evidence of
much love when a man gives the deareft thing he
hath, viz. his ‘whole felf, to the Lord Jefus, fo it is
alfo an evidence of little love, when he will not give,
efpecially another’s own: thou art none of thine own,
thou haft but little love, if thou give not thyfelf
to him, without which, never look for life and com-
munion with the Lord.

. 3. The

’
[
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3. The foul hence takes full contentment in the
Lord Jefus, as a fpoule hath enough, would not change
for all the world, as Peter, when he had a glimpfe of
Chrift’s glory, ** Lord, lct us be here ;> or, as Simeon,
that had been waiting for the confolation of Ifrael,
when once he had Chrift in his arms, ¢ Now let thy
“fervant depart in peace:” I have enough, now let
me die, and not live to fin more; and it is certain, as
there is fomewhat in creatures that contents the heart
without Chrift in an unregenerate man, fo contrary-
wife in a regenerate, John iii. 29. if hearing the bride-
groom is joy, what is having him? Indeed they take
content in other things, but as coming from the Huf-
band ; and this you muft do if ever you look for com-
munion with himj cannot you be .content with the
Lord alone in heaven; you fhall never come there '
then, left you quarrel for want of fomething.” Men
make nothing of this, to bathe their hearts in the fun,
and joy in what they have, and hope to have, but the
Lord may be gone, and you grieve not; why? be.
caufe other things eafe your hearts. There can be no
communion hereafter if you defpife it now.

N ;

SECT. VIL

Ufe 1. THIS ferves to difcover the great error,moft
common and dangerous of the whole Chriftian world,
who think that they may love and embrace the world
and the Lord Jefus too, and be faved at laft by him
too; that is, they may not be virgins, but go a-whoring
from Chrift, and yet partake of Chrift, and mercy
from him: that look, as it was in thofe fad days,
Ifa. iv. 1. fo, in thefe days, many lay hold on Jefus
Chrift, they will eat their own bread, live on their
own lufts, and wear their own apparel, their own rags,
¢ Oaly let us be called by th; name (believers) to take
away our reproach;” for that is an open fhame not to
believe in Chrift: ‘For this is the profeffed thought of

Ca fome 3
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fome; every one is a finner, and I am one, and a
great one too, and who can fay his heart is clean,
none can free himfelf from fin in this life, and I can-
not do it if [ would: and hence look on Chrift to fave
them, though fin ileeps in them: you cannot have
both: I would but enquire, hath not every man fome-
thing that contents him? what is it? is it the love, the
fellowthip of Jefus ? yes, it may be at a facrament, and
it may be not; for thou mayeft fay, the Lord dever yet
* revealed his love and felf unto me, never yet aflured
wme, yet fomewhat joys thy heait. What think you,
¢an you have tiie Lord, and content yourfelves thus
with other things? why ? I truft to him I hope fo;
it cannot be fo. If the Lord Jefus was a patron of
brathel -houfes, a proteQor of flews, you might think
fo; fome fay they cannot pray to him, nor praife him;
why ? fomething elfe contents them befides him ; but
- know it ‘cannot be fo: I know a faint may be taken
afide, as David with envy at others profperity ; but
when he confiders of it, O what a beaft ! he returns
again. The raven and the dove were fent forth, the
one came again and again, the other not; therefore
as Jothua xxiv. brought the people to thefe thoughts,
You canno: ferve the Lord, and otber gods, as Junius
notes, fo bring thyfelf to that firait : O that the Lord
would fet on this one thing this day ! when I fadly
weigh it, it confounds me, and makes me fay, Lord,

who then can be faved ! I know with God all thmgs
are poffible, but this is rare.

-~

SECT VIL

- Ufe 2. HENCE we may learn who they are that
-never Thall have everlafting communion with the
Lord Jefus, viz. thofe that never were efpoufed to
-him, and you may krow this. if never yet divorced
from all others befides him, Pfalm Ixxiii. 25,26, I
thall fiay a while here, becaufe there is never an un-

found
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found heart in the world, but as they fay of witches,
they have fome familiar that fucks them, fo they
have fome luft that is beloved of them, fome heloved |
there is they have given a promife to, mever to for-
fake ; and allo, becaufe moft men do feem and think
they are virgins efpouled to Chrilt, and look for
communion with him, and yet not dxvorced from all
other befides him. I fhall {hew hence,

1. Wheh the foul is in league with the creature.

2. When married to the law. I fhould account
it happy if any be found out.

CHAP. V. SECT. L

Sheweth the marks and figns whereby the [oul may know
whetber be be in league or leve with any luft-or
creature, or married to tbhe law.

THOSE that never were in bitternefs and forrow
of heart for the lofs of God. For thefe two things
are as clear as the fun:

1. That the lofs of God is the greateft lofs; for it
is the utmoft and laft plague upon the damned in hell: -
my comforts, my friends, means, heaven is gone, but
if God were mine, I would be comforted; no, God
is gone : hence no forrow for any lofs fo much as for
this. Saul, 1 Sam. xxviii. 18. God is departed from
me. Hence fore difirefled. Nay, the Lord Jefus,
when the Father departed for a time, and he knew
he would return and vifit him, cried out, “ My God,
‘“ why bhaft thou forfaken me?” 2. That ‘all men
living have loft God, Ifa. lix. 1, 2. Plalm liii. 3.
¢ The wicked go aﬁray from the womb.” . Now
I would demand why men either feel no lofs at all,

,or if they do, have not fo much grace as the damncd
in hell, to mourn bitterly for it, fo as nothing ean
comfort them, or if thcy do, they are foon eafed, and

(O] _ quicted
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quieted before the Lord returns? Why furely here is
the great caufe of it, they have fome other thing to
eafe their hearts in the want and lofs of God, Jer.
ii. 13, 14. Men muft have water to drink, why do
men live from the fountain, nor go to it, nay ot
know it? Becaufe they have broken pits, and wells
at their own doors: fo here. And hence_ the damn-
ed that have lived at eafe here all their life-time, as
foon as ever dead, then they cry out of the lofs of
God, when it is too late, becaufe while they lived,
they had fomewhat to eafe themfelves withal. And
hence many that have lived long with convinced fpi-
rits and guilty confciences, when they come to die,
then they are in perplexities of mind, agonies of heart,
infomuch as their {weat trickles like water from them,
and - their doleful out-cries for lofs of time, firike to
* the hearts of all that come near them. Oh! God is
gone, becaule now all comforts which were their
gods, and inftead of God before, have taken their
final leave of them. Search your hearts therefore all
you that hear me this day. Waft thou never troubled
yet? Yes, I have loft my health, my child, my huf-
band, my goods, and this hath troubled me : But tell
me, didft thou never feel a lofs of God bleffed for-
ever? lofs of his light, his fweetnefs, his love, 'his fel.
. lowthip, his prefence, &c. and this hath been thy in-
tolerable load? Or if thou haft felt it, haft thou
fought and found him? No, but art jocund in that
eftate, and now and then it troubles thee a little, then
it is certain and as clear as the fun, there is fome
creature or content that thy heart is in league withal,
which eafeth thee in the want of God, and which is
inftead of God to thee, and which therefore is thy |
God. It may be thy apparel, thy wife, child, &c.
. and if thou die in this eftate, never fhalt thou have
communion with Jefus Chrift, ¢ The mouth of the

¢ Lord hath fpoken it.”
Sign 3. Doft thou find the Lord a ftranger to thes
oonm
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ia all his ordinances, wherein it may be the Lord

{weetly, and wonderfully, and mightily, yet not alway,
but fealonably reveals himfelf to others. Oh but thy
heart dries and parches away, and that without much
trouble under them all. 1ffo, fulpect it, believe it,

* that there is fome league with a lufl. , For there is
a douhle life of a Chriltian. 1. An outward life, -

which others fee : Men fee he comes to church, prays
in the family, &c. 2. There is a fecret inward lifc;
according to that of Matth. vi. 6. ¢ Thy Father

“ which feeth in fecret,”” which none knows but him- .

{elf, and the Lord; and this is an ineffable commu-
nion with God, vifion of God, delight in God, &c.
Plalm xlv. * The King’s daughter is all glorious
“ within.”” There is an open life of prayer, and
hearing, and fafting, and there is an inward, fecret
life in all thefe, wherein the Lord acquaints himfelf
with his people, Pfalm Ixiii. 1, 2, 3. ¢ Fo fee thee as
“ I have feen thee.” Now there be divers have
this open life; yet wanting the fecret life. As we
love not to live among tombs,- nor to have any com-

munion with dead men; fo the Lord is a ftranger to -

them. He may fecretly {weeten an ordinance to
them, and move them, and fhake and trouble them,
but himfelf is a firanger, fpiritual miferies not remov-
ed, fpiritual mercies not conveyed, Ifa. Iviii. 1, 2, 3, 4.
“ Why have we fafted, and thou regardeft not?—
“ You took pleafure, faith the Lord, 4nd break the
“ bords of wickednefs;” &c. I know faints may be
thus denied, and it may be for fome fpace of time,
yet they quarrel not with God for denying them, but
are more taken off from pleafures thereby. "¢ Thou
“ hidft thy face, and I was troubled,” though the

mount flood fill.. But fome there be whom neither °

good day mends them, nor bad day pairs them:
Surely there is fome content thy heart is bewitched
withal. That look 4s it is with a fuitor to another,
let him while he comes to her, profefs never fo much

Cgy love,

G
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Jove, and defire love, yet if when he goes from her
commits lewdnefs with every one, fhe will lotk him
out. So it is here; never did { know any locked out
from the power and {weetnefs of ordinances, but be-
caufe they went a-whoring from God out of them.
The Lord knows (though others do not) whether it
is fo with you. Look therefore upon thyfelf, you
enjoy great means every-where in this place. Isit
enough to have ordinances? the ark? No, do you
find the Lord in them? blefled be God. But tell me
truly, do you find no want of God? Yes. Do youn
find him? I find more knowledge, ftrength, &c.
But do you find no God ufually? No. Then either
fome creature contents tliee, or if the Lord fhould
refrefh thee, thou wouldlt be content without him.
Man and wife will (if they love) meet at meals, Joha
xiv. But when no meeting, dead prayers, dry fer-
mons, faplefs facraments, worfe than before. If thou
art the Lord’s, he will by afflitions purge, &c.
But if thou continueft fo, look for no communibn
in heaven. .
Sign 3. Doft thou find no reft in any thing that
thou haft? For this is clear, nothing can give reft to
a man’s foul but God: He is big enough only to filt
it, and then a man hath it, Ifa. xxvi.g. Now if no
reft, it-is a fign thy heart flicks to the creature, yet
thou fayeft T would fain have the Lord: It may be fo;
but thou wouldlt have creatures too. And hence
God will not, and creatures cannot give the fulnels
of ret. Thus it was with Solomon, Ecclef. ii. 3.
So it is with thee, thou findeft thy foul delighting itfelf
in all things; yet vanity and vexation, and withal
giving thyfelt to wifdom too. It is true, a faint feels
an emptinels in thefe things, yet he feels a fulnefs in
fomething elfe: (He hath better meat which you
know not of) which Solomon did not for a time,
yet afierward he did.  But thon findeft a vanity and
trauble, and art never at peace when all is done, wea-

Iy
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1y of the world: Bat hath the Lord fwallowed thee up
into himfelf, in the cloud of his glory, fo that in his
favour and prefence thon findelt life? No: Then
there is fome luft thou loveft, and dying thus, fhail
never fee the face of Chrift. Yea, this will come as »

. heavy indiment againft thee, that God hath fo weari-

ed thee in thy way. Yet Jer. ii. 25. ¢ There is no

. “hope, after thy lovers thou wilt go.” You fhall
- fcarce find any but feel the creature vain, and yet get

not to reft in ‘God.

SECT. IL

DII'(:overies whether we are married to the law or
not. And here I fhall flay longer. Where I premife
1. When I fpeak of not being married to the law
inflead of Chrift, I do not herehy exempt yourfelves
from obedience to the law,.after you are in Chritt.

2. Do not think I fpeak againft all evidencing your
thates from conformity. to the law; though I do
from fome fubje®ion and obedience performed to the
law. - .

1. If the Taw was never dead in thee, thou art mar.
riedto the lay, Rom. vii. 2. Now look as it is with
a huband, if the wife be fick, and he be at home,
whoever forfakes her, he will comfort her, and fup.
port and chear her ; fo that if he chear her not, it is
afign he is dead; if he doth, it i¥a fign he is alive ;
for the life of the 1aw, is the comfort and fupport that
the law doth give for a time. So that thoa wert ne-
ver brought to that fore firait, that thou haft net
Iek any one duty to chear or revive thee, and comfort
thee, but haft found fome little thing or other to do
Ititiscertain-you are yet married to the law. Ex. gr.
It maybe thou haft been troubled in mind for thy
fins; what hath cheared thee ? 1 have forfaken them,
aud caft out Jonah, and there has been a calm: Why

. this
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this forfaking thy fins (which hath not been all but
fome) is not Chrift, but an a& of the law. Oh but
Y have fallen again into fins, this hath troubled thee:
What hath cheared thee? I have repented and been
forry for them, and purpofed to do fo no more. This
is the life of the law flill. Oh but you find fins pre-
vailing againft you, and you cannot part with them;
and hence dare not refolve againft them. Oh but my
defire is good, though my will hath ever been againft
them. Oh ignorance! ‘This defire is but a work of
the law, it is not Chrift. Oh but I have found no de-
fire fometime : What hath quieted you now ? 1 have
trufted to Chrift: You have done it. The Lord ne-
ver made you feel a need of the Lord, to draw you to
truft; though to be aflured of Chrift’s love. Is this
a legal att? .

Anf. As obedience to the law, done by the power
of Chrift, is an evangelical work, fo to perform any -
evangelical work from a man’s felf, is a legal work;
wnd you are under the life of the law. So that
thou haft not been bropght to that pafs as the church,
the {poufe, was, Ifa. liv. 5,6. And as one of my beft
friends, and beft men that.lives this day in the world,
after many wreltlings to find fomewhat in himfelf,
to chear him, and could not; ¢ Now, faith he, if
¢t the Lord, out of his good nature, &c. do not help
« me, I am undone for ever; for I have a heart and
“ a nature againft him, and the more I do, the worle
“«JTam.” And therefore thither I look. Surely you
are under the life of the law, and are far enough off
from Chrift, if not fenfible of this. Not that a man
is always thus; for he that caunot feel afterward the
Lord Jefus by the power of his grace working in his
heart, I would conclude, he never had any at all.
But at firft it is fo. For thefe two things man natu-
mally feeks, .

1. To have a righteoufnefs in himfelf that will eafe

him.
2.To
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2. To have it from himfelf : Kitchin-phyfic is not
far to fetch. . ' -

Now the Lord’s plot in faviag his, is, 1. To make
them feek it out of themfelves in another: ¢ Look
*“ unto me and be faved, all the ends of the earth.”
2. To have all from another, thas fo no flofb mighs
glory before bim.  And to doubt of this, is to doubt
whether God hath plotted the glory of his grace or no.
Hence the Lord empties the foul of both, that the foul
faith, Afbur fhall nos fave us, Hofea xiv. 3, 4. None
durit, none can comfort it. And now, to the won-
derment of heaven, and everlafling joy of a poof"
caft-away, and the eternal honour of his free-grace,
now, and never till now, -doth he begin to make
the match between the Lord Jefus and this poor foul:
And as the Lord never comes to him till now, fo he
never will come to the Lord, while he hath the leaft
good ; as it was with the prodigal, while any hufks,
or as it was with the woman with her bloody iffue,
while any money to fpend on other phyficians, never
will try what Chrift can do. And therefore thofe-
that never yet knpew of the. death of the law; they
are yet married to it, Rom. ii. 17. 1 know many
2 foul grieves for the death of this hufband, and now
thinks it is undone, I cannot do this and that, though
formerly I could indeed; I'fay, if there be any love
of Chrift, now is the time of it. Only underftand
God’s fcope here in it.

Sign 2. If 8 man complains more or chiefly for
want of grace or righteoufnefs, to remove fin, and not
fo much for want of Jefus Chrift: Then in this cafe it
is as it is with a woman, that man for whofe abfence
fhe mourns moft, that is her hufband : She faith the
other is, no but he is not. So this is the eftate of
many a foul, they have neither Chrift nor righteouf-
nefs: Now they complain fo much, that their hearts
fink and die away quite within them: And what is it
for? I cannot do this, nor I do not find nor feel if.uch

igns
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fizns and affeQions within me. Such a vile heart, I
know not the like, fuch rifing in ‘my heart to fin and
thoughts of it;; why if you bad Chrift, all this would
be mended. “ I can do all through Chrift.”” Bat
you complain not for want of Chrift, nor need of him
' from thele two arguments,

1. Becaufe the feeling of your fins, does not make
yeu feel a greater need of Chrift, as John, ¢ I have
“ need to 'be baptized,” &c. but drive you further
from Chrift, and reafon it out againft him : And why?
Becaufe you would have a righteoufnels without him
which you ftand in need of. . :

2. Becaufe he that feels a need of the Lord Jefus,
fhall not when he is offered, need intreating to take
him ; as you fhall not need intreat hungry men to eat
their bread, you fhall not need to intreat Zacheus to
receive Chrift joyfully. But no commaads, no intrea- -
ties can prevail with you to take him when he is of-
fered, you have no heart to it. Like women that love
their own hufbands grieve fo for their abfence, that
. they have no heart to any other offer. Is it thos with
thee ? Then it is with thee, as it was with that young
man, that afked Chrift what he fhould do to inherit
eternal life ; he liked Chrift well, but he did not feel
a need of Chrift himfelf fo much, as of fome more
knowledge of the law, and ability to do it. It is the
great plot of Arminians, to make Chrift a means only,
to make every man a firft Adam; fetting men to work
for their livify again ; for they grant all grace is loft,
all comes from Chrift, Chrift gives all, and to Chrift -
we muflt look for all; and then when we have it, ufe
it well, thus you fhall have life, elfe look for death:
So it is 2 milery many a foul is in. Men will trade
in fmall wares, rather than live on anotlier’s alms.
Do you think the Lord takes it well to make him 2
merchant for your ends? Oh no, never look to have
commanion with him in this!

Sign 3. Thofe that clofe with, bat rejoice more h:l *
litle
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litle grace they receive from Chrift, than in all the
foloefs in Chrift, more in a little they do, than in alt
the Lord Jefus hath dowe, Phil. iii. 3. Thet is a wo-
- man’s hufband, whom fhe rejoiceth moft in. Do you
rejoice more in what you have received from him (foe
8 hypocrite may receive from Chrift, John xv. 2.)
than in what there is in him? It argues a whorifh
heart. I koow a man may rejoice in what Chrif}
works in him, but, 1, Not more in this than in Chrift
himfelf. . 2.” A child of God may, while he koows
- not whether Chrift is his, do fo: but you thipk the,
Lord is your’s ; well when you feel affetions and life
then you are glad, when that is loft then fad; why is
there no life when thou art dead, no glory whea thon
" art bafe, no wifdom, ‘-no communion with God, when -
thou haft none? Yes, why doft thou not rejoice
in this-which is here moft fully, which faints prefent.
ing, pleafe the Lord more by, than by giving the
glory of angels infinite millions of yesrs : Oh thy
heart is not in love with Chrift, but fomewhat elfe,
for here is the joy of- all faints, « In thy feed fhal}
“ all nations account themfelves blefled :” all nations,
one and agother, Ifa. xly. 24, 25. ¢ Shall all the feed
“ of Ilracl be juftified, and fhall glory.”” Confider,
therefore, this, thou art fometime joyed; why? O
1 find my heart thus and thus; and is this a)l? yes,
for when this is gone, all joy dies; and fheuld ¥ not
do thus? yes, eife thou never felt comfort of it: but
Bot only rejoice here, but when the beam is gone,
the Lord is not gone, Rom. vii. 13, when the bottles
are fpent, the fpring is full.  ~

4. He that performs apy duty ultimately to eafe -
his conf¢ience, he is married yet unto the law; for
there are two forts of duties to the law,

1. Some are dire@ed to give Chriit content to eafe
his heart, by feeing God’s Jove in Chrift, then love
being fhed, the hears dheds it on Chrift again: t:ud
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thus faith the apoftle, * I through the law am dead
‘ to it, that I might live to God,” Gal. ii. 19.

2. Some are to give the foul eafe, it fees fin, and
fears it muft die, -and the devil appears, and when it
lies down, it fears it {hall never awaken again; and
when it hears, thinks no mercy, but only threats
belong to it: and hence having no peace of confcience
to think God will love it, it loves duties, doth duties,
and now takes thefe for good tokens and figns of love,
and if it feels a need of Chrift, it is only to eafe it.
Now a man is married to' the law, when he crouds
for eafe into the bofom of it, Deut. v. 37. they were
in great fear, < Whatever Ged will have us do, we
will do it:” is it not thus with many 2 How fhall we
know this ?

Anf. Doft thou find this while fears and terrors of
confcience are on thee, fo long thou doft feek, and
pray, and hear, and call on God, and when they are
worn away with time, or blown over with feeling
fome good things, and hopes from them, then thy
heart is carelefs again ; it is certain you are yet mar-
ried to the law : as many a man exceeding forward
while preft under fenfe of fin for a year or two.
Lord! how many hundreds drop away by little and
little afterwards? Deut. v. 29. ¢ Oh that there were
¢¢ fuch a heart alway.” Matth. iii. 3. 7, to 13. they
{faw a wrath to come, hence feared, and hence- came
to John’s baptifm to repent and confefs him.

5. No man that is married to the law, but his fig-
leaves ever cover fome nakednefs ; all the duties ever
brood fome luft: there is fome one fin or other the
man lives in, which either the Lord difcovers, and

_he will not part with, as the young man, or elle is fo
fpiritual he cannot fee all his life-time ; read through
the ftriCleft of all, and fee this, Matth. xxiii. painted
fepulchres: Paul that was blamelefs, yet Eph. ii. 3.
Tit. iii. 3. ferved divers lufts and pleafures, and
the reafon is, the law is not the miniftration of the

Spirit,
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Spirit; 2 Cor. iii. §, 9. which breaks off from every
fin, there is no law that can give life, Gal. iii. 21.
And hence many men have ftrong refolutions, and
break all again; hence men fin, and forrow, and pray
again, aud then go with more eafe to their fin; ex-
amipe thyfelf, is there any living luflt with thy righte-
oufpefs ? it is fure it is a righteoufnefs that thou art
married to, and never wert yet matched to Chrift;
hence note thylelf, it may be thou haft refted in
duties, and fince more light came, faw it; and feeing.
this, thinking that here is all thy error, thou haft la-

-boured to fee the emptinefs of thy own righteoufnefs,

and the fulnefs of Chrift, and now thou art come to
both, and nmow well. So then thou haft not found out
any luft thou liveft in all that time; nor the venom
of thy old nature; mo; why then I pronounce thou

. art yet married to the law, take and truft never fo
- much to Chrift’s righteoufnefs, if under the power of

a proud heart, an unclean heart fill, never fpeak of
Chrift. ~ ’
Sign 6. They that are fearful to be troubled at their
eftate to have it prove ill, which a faint may do, yet
brings it out to the light at laft, John iii. 20. When
a woman is married to a condemned man, guilt being
vpon him, he loves not to be feen abroad in the fight
of others; thou heareft a fermon, and art loath it
thould be found out, loath tq be troubled; he that
hath righteoufpefs in Chrift will not only bring it to
trial, before men, but God himfelf. Now is it thus
with any of you? what fhall I fay ? fhall I fay that
Chrift is or may be thine in this eftate ? truly if I
durft I fhould: blefs thyfelf thou mayeft; but re-
member that the Lord will take thee to do'for it;
and what is it to lofe communion with Chrift? I can-
not exprefs it. The defciples were fad when he went
away from them in his abafement, but for the Lord
to leave thee, when in his glory, to fland afar off
and fee him go, never to fee him more, when no
' ' tears
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tears fhall ever prevail again; therefore if thou haft
been found out thiz day, confefs and give glary to God,
and let thine eyes be tears, that Chriit would over-
come and draw thy foul with love, and efpoufe thee to
bimfelf for ever. .

L)

"CHAP. VL

Coxtaining motives and arguments $o perfuade us unto
she loge of Cbrift, and so be efpayfed ta bim.

- e 3.IS there no communion to be had with the
) Lord Jefus, unlefs virgins ? vnlefs efpounf-
ed to him2 Oh therefore here is 3 match for you,
¢hufe him, get yoyr affections, if entangled, to come
off if ¢nfnared to any other thing, and {et your hearts, |
beftow your love upon him. For it is not a dead .
faith, (but fych a faith as is animated by love) that
does efpoufe you to him, Gal. v. 6. « Faith which
works by love.” And therefore as the love of other
things (not with looking after) has got the fovereignty
and royalty of thy heart, fo this is a conjugal love,
which bears rule in the heart; let Chrifl have thig
Jove. Apnd as you have loved creatures for them.
felves, now lave the Lord Jefus for himfelf, Aad es
they have eally enticed you to fet your hearts upon
them, now be perfuaded to fet your deareft affe@iong
on him, It is faid of John Baptift, he was the Bride.
groom’s friend, to fpeak for him, John iii. 29. Ang
gruely it is the main work of the miniftry to woo for
_ Chrift; and fo to prefent chafte virgins to éhriﬁ. This~
fhall be my work now, which may be fegfonable in
this decaying time. Therefore I fha]l chiefly bend wmy
fpeech to three forts,
1. To them that never yet loved the Lord Jefus,
palefs it be from the teeth putward. ' '
. _ 2. Thole
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3. Thofe that have been friving for this, yet cannot
to their own feeling come to this.

3. Thofe that have fo, but their affetions are dried
up, and love is parched away, iniquity abounds, &c.
And my miotives fhall be thefe four:

1. ‘Confider the glory of the perfon, whom I fhall
be a fpokes-man for this day. .

2. Confider he makes love to thee.

3. Confider that all he fecks for is love.

4- Confider what he will do for thee, how he will
love thee, if thoy wilt love him.

SECT. L

CONSIDER the glory of the perfon, for whom
I plead for love. What can you love befides him?
Where cain you find any like unto him? I know the
glory of the Lord is not revealed, becaufe the grafs
withers not, the flower fades not, “the creature appears
not in his withering vanity, Ifa. xI. But if the Lord
would bat open your eyes, to fee him, this would win
your hearts alone to him.
= Now I fhall fingle out only thefe five things, to give
you s glimpfe of his glory: Lift up thy heart, and
fay, « Lotd, hide not now thy face from me.””
1. He is the Prince of the kings of the earth, Rev. .
i. 5. The glory of the world is a kingdom, the glo-
rious diamond of that kingdom is a prince in his glo-
ry; now for a poor beggar to have an offer of love
from the greateft prince in the world, would it not
tempt her? Would the not forfake her lovers, and
fet her heart on him? Why look what a diftance there
is between the pooreft peafant and the higheft prince,
fo bafe, and a thoufand times more, are all the princes
of the world to Chrift, whofe dominion is from fea
_ to fes, from fun to fun, who fets up and pulls down
kings like counters, who rules their courts, their king-
doms, their hearts, and ]t)hey do not do, they cannot
. do,
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do, but what he will. Other kings are princes, are
rulers of men, Chrift prince of kings. Now who
“ would not be glad of his love ? who having tafted
death, is fet down on the right hand of God, en high,
cloathed with endlefs glory, who has kings in his chains,
whofe breath is not in his noftrils, whofe favour is
not for a day, but he lives and reigns forever. Now
does Chrift reign? Is he a Lord, and in glory upon
his throne ? Methinks I fee Jefus at the right hand of
God, your foolith affe&tions have undone you if you
love him not.

2. He is appointed by the Father to be judge of
quick and dead, at the faft day, John v. 22, 23. as
well as to rule all now. So that if you do maintain
enmity againft him, he may let you alone, you may
live in health, and die in peace, in the eye of man,
and in thine own eyes too: Yet there is a day coming
he well break out of heaven, with a fhout, and appear
in the clouds in the amazing glory of his Father,
. % With all his mighty angels, and all the dead fhall
* hear his voice,” and you fhall appear before him
with this body, when the heavens fhall burn round
about him, and the earth fhall tremble under him,
and all guilty eyes mouraning and wallmg becaufe of
him. Then you fhall know what it is to defpife him,
and wifh, O that I had loved him, Rev. i. 7. You that
fay you love him, yet by an impenitent heart pierce
him, you fhall wall even fuo, Amen. Men do not fee
an end of thefe things, nor the glory of the Lord ano-
ther day. Hence creatures are loved, and the Lord
of glory is loathed. A great prince may not be fo high-
- ly efteemed, uatil he appears in his ftate. Prifoners
would give any money, much more love, for the
judge’s favour.

3. He only is the procurer and author of all the
good that ever thou didft fuck out hete, though thou
haft neither known him, nor been thankful to him.
For look as it was with angcls fo it fhould have beie;:

with -
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with man; the wrath of God fhould have been pour-
ed out upon him, and on all the world, and creatures
thould have been tormentors of him, but that the
Lord Jefus begged and bought the world. Apd
hence, 1 Tim. iv. 10. called, ** Saviour of all, but
*¢ chiefly of the ele&.” Micah iv. 4. ** In his days
** men thall fic under vines and fig-trees :”” So that
if ever any creature did thee good, it was Jefus that
put that {weetne(s in it, out of his fulnefs, and fet it
a-work, fet it to thee, gave it thee to do thee good.
Thou thouldft never have had a wink of ‘fleep, never
reftrained from one fin, but lived in blafpheming
God, never have heard of a gofpel but for Chrift:
And will you not love him? O ungrateful world?
unnatural generation of men! Why doft thou love any
creature ? It is for the paint of it and good init. If
there be fo much in it, what is there in Chrift that
gave it, that dropt it into it ? Never.love him if thers
be any thing good that is not by him, Pfal. cgvi. 1.
s+ The Lord hath heard niy prayer, I will call on

- ¢« him as long as I .live.”« Much more when the

T.ord hath delivered, and thou didft never feek to
him.

4. He is the everlafling wonderment of faints in
heaven ;" the queen of Sheba heard of Svlomon, which
made her come to fee him, but fhe before imagined
but that which now fhe faw with her own eyes,
aad that wrapt her out of herfelf. Here we hear of
the Lord Jefus, of his beguy and glory, and this
draws faints to him, and when come, they fee that
which they never faw before, efpecially when in hea-
ven : then fall down in everlafting admiration at this
myftery, for the bleflednels of faints is to fee Chrift
in his glory, John xvii. 24. Now this lies in ah in-
finite good, this cannot be {een in a finite time : hence
fatats fhall be piercing their eyes deeper and deeper
into this myllery, and fhall ever fee more and more,
but never f{ee all, and this is their joy and glory in
' D2 heaven ;

.
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heaven; is it fo? what think you, is Chrift worthy

of your love or not? look upon all -the glory of the -

freld of this world, you may fee an end of all perfec-
tion, but never here.
5. He is the delights amd bofom-love of God him-
felf, Prov. viii. 30. Hence John, when be came to
-fet Chrift out, John iii. 35. ¢ The Father Joveth the
« Son.” Now is it fo, furely though you fee not,
tafte not this good, yet there it is; now tell meif
this perfon do not challenge loye I would you not be
glad to have him ! you will fay, can he .look upor
fuch a wretch, embrace fuch & leper as 2 no furely
he will never do it. '

SECT. IL

CONSIDER he makes love to thee; mot one foul
that hears me this day, but the Lord Jefus is a fuitor
unto, that now ye would be efpoufed to him: «.He
« came unto his own, and they received him ‘mot.”
‘Whatever the fecret purpofe of Chrift is, I regard
not: In this evangelical difpenfation of grace, he
makes love to all, John i. x2. It is clear, Matth.
xxii. 3, 3. If there be a golpel in the world, there
is this’ love of Chrilt yearning towards all ; efpecially
all that have this gofpel of peace fent to them, Luke
ii. 1o. ¢ It is tidings of great joy to all people,” as the
Yaw is tidings of great forrow to all people, Luke ii. 14~
Atgels from heaven preached this good-will towards

-men. For if the challenge of love from men fhould
be founded on his aCtual love to fome, having died
for fome, then the offer would be particular. But it
is grounded, 1. On his own worth and glory, and
hence he challengeth love. 2.'On this, for ought [
know he has loved me. So that thou art not-fo vile,
but the Lord Jefus his beart is toward thee, and
his eye is upon thee for love. But it is not all love,
byt only fome that overcomes. 1. Now it is real love.
i 2. Fer-
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2. Fervent love. 3. Conftant love. 4. Pure love,
he makes to thee.
. Itis real love, when the gofpel and minifters
feck for love, the Lord is real in his deﬁres, there is
no collufion or diflmbling, 2 Cor. v. 20. in Carill’s
ftead, ¢ He that receiveth you, receiveth me;” thou
thiskeft the Lord cares not for thee, nor doth not
defire thee though he doth others : but,

1. Euther the Lord would have thee loath him, %oc |
love him; what think you?

2. If the Lord did not make Jove to thee, he would
not be really angry for rejecting of this love, but the
Lord is really angry for reje@ing it, and wroth with
nothing fo much as that, Plalm ii. 12. here he fwears
in his wrath, Plalm xcv. 11. when he opens Ris bofom
for thee to r=it in, aad thou wilt not.

3. Look but upon the dealings of God with thee :
1. Haft thon not oft thought fome in hell better than
thee ? why the ruia of millions of men is to.wia love
from thee, Jer. iii. 8,9, 10. 2. Hath not the Lord
fent many a mercy to thee, not one but-was to win
thee, Pfalm Ixxxi. 10, 11, 12, 3. Hath not the
Lord with-held many from thee, as here in this wil-
dernefs, Jer. iii. 3, 4. 4. Hath not the Lord fent
many forrows, terrors, fears, cares, wearifome bu-
finefies, that thou haft wifhed an end of life ? this is
love, Hof. ii. 6. 5. Hath not the Lord moved thy
heart many a time toward him by perfuafions, argu-
ments which have a power to move the heart, thxs 1s
love, Hof. xi. 4. ¢ Cords of a man.” 6. Hath not
the Lord oft melted thy heart for mercies, as David
when he might have killed Saul; truly you may fecl
his love which is much towards you; that which
keepe off thy heart from love is, the Lord intends it not
to me, he is not plain with me. But he fends to thee
his plain gofpel, which thou art to attend unto; and
he takes fitteft feafons to fpeak to thee now in the time

" D3 of
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of thy health: and doth he not oft vifit thy heart
when thou art ‘alone ? '

2. It is fervent, vehement, earneft love: fome-
times a {uitor is real, but he is not earneft; now thus
the Lord is: 1. The Lord longs for this, Deut. v. 29. .
2. Pleads for this, Jer.ii. 5. ¢ What iniquity,” &ec.
3. Thinks long for this time, Jer. xiii. 27, * Jeru-
{alem will not be made clean, when fhall it once be?””
4.”Mourns when he hath not this, Ezek. vi. g.—
*¢ Broken with their whorifh heart.” 5. Content
to give away any thing for it, all the love of Chrift is
fourded on this. 6. If thou comeft not prefently,
he is content to wait that he may be gracious.

3. It is conftant and continual, there'is not a mo.
meant, thou doft not fo oft breath, as thon mayeft fee
and tafte love, Ifa. xxvii. 3. Ifa. Ixv. 2. 1. After
all thy whorifh departing from God, that if man
thould do fo, no man would own, yet he faith, ¢ Re-.
turn to me :>’ thou feeft ‘never a creature, but. thou
haft loved more than Chrift, yet return. 2. When
God threatens moft terribly, and fets his fury on
record, yet then there he minds nothing but love,
Jer. xxxvi. 2, 3. 3. When none elle will own and pity
thee, thou art fo vile, yet, Ezek. xvi..2, 3. the Lord
faith, *“Live: thep is a time of love.” 4. Nay, when
thou haft caft away thylelf as a forlorn creature, yet,
Hof. xiv. 3. ¢ In thee the fatherlefs find mercy.”—
5. When he hath thee in his arms, ready to give thee
up, yet then, * How fhall I'give thee up, O Ephraim,”
Hof. xi. 8. 1 tell thee, if one fparkle of his eternal
blafting difpleafure fhould fall upon thee, it would be
fo intolerable, that it would fink thee; his love is as
ftrong as death, no water can quench it; O it is not
fo with man, or great men, once repulfed is enough :
why fhould the Lord do fo here? Many think time
is palt, it is not fo, it is the temptation of them that
have time, not of them that want it; take heed this
make thee not defpife him. ‘ :

. 4 It
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4. It is a purl love, others make love for their
own ends, but the Lord hath no need of thee, or of
thy love: he could raife up of liones children of
praife, he could have gone to others, he could have,
and can fetch his glory out of thy ruin: he was blef-
fed before all worlds; and by all thy fins thou doft
but throw ftones againft the wind, or fnow balls"
againft the fun: why doth he do it? O it is thy good,

. ke pities thee, as once Jerufalem, to look upon thy
* deftru@ion and defolation : as it is with the eleét, they

have wrath before their eyes, and hence perfuade
others, fo the Lord Jefus.

SECT. I

CONSIDER it is nothing elle but love the Lord
looks for, or cares for. Love looks for nothing but
love, Prov. viii. 17. and this is the etd of all eleétion,
to be holy before him in love : and mark it, if it be
a flayed love, that conftrains thee to him, you cannot

' wrong him : As if thou come and perfuade one to

murder his child, he cannot; {o if perfuaded to defpife,

O bowels of heart-breaking love, 2 Cor. v. And

furely it is admirable love ; what if it were thy goods, .
thy Ifaac to be facrificed, thy body-to be burned, it

was nothing ; but he defires only love, only thy heart,

which has forged fo much villainy againft him: let

him never be called upon, or profefled, if not worthy

of this. After all, is this all ? yes, no portion he cares

for, and when he has this he has all. Wonder at this

O angels! : "

SECT. IV.

CONSIDER what he will do for thee, how he will
love thee, if thou wilt thus love him. ‘
1. He will fet thee next himfelf in honour, Pfalm
xlv. 9. that as the Lord Jefus 'is next to God, fits at
* . D 4 L. his :

!
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his right hand ; fo here, which is ‘an honcur that the

" angels have not; who are 'no-where called Chrift’s
fpoufe: hence never had fuch an union, hence never
fhall partake of that honour of faints.

2. He will enrich thee, as it is with man and wife,
all that he has is hers : fo himfelf, and all his glory,
his God, his Father, his kingdom is thine, Prov. viii.
21. “ They that love me inherit fomething,” others

nothing:  no, nothing indeed, only fhews of good, and -

they find it fo when they awake, nothing their own,
nothing long: that let thy outward man, yea thy
inward be never fo poor, thou fhalt by him be heir
of all.

3. He will counfel thee: hence David, Plalm Ixxiii.
made choice of God, ¢ Thou wilt guide me by thy
¢ counfel ;> no greater curfe than to be left to the
guidance of a man’s own counfel : but here there thall
not be any ftrait, but the Lord will fhew thee a way
out of it, either by his prudence or providence; there
fhall not be any fecret of Chrift that thou defireft to

.,

know, but as Chrift told them, ¢ You are my friends,””.

fo you are my fpoufe : hence all his fecrets fhall be

opened to thee: there fhall not be one a& of thy life,
~ but ordered by infinite prudence, and wifdom, and
love ; fometimes we are befooled in our own counfels,
and left to them to teach us to depend on the Lord
the more, yet thereby fhall come out fuch good, that
it fhall be among us as with Jofeph’s brethren.

4. He will dwell with thee as a man muft dwell
with his wife, John xiv, 23. that the great Mediator
that pafles by kings and princes, and will not look on
them, fhould come and dwell with thee : this is better
than to have the prefence of kings, the guard of an-
gels, better than heaven itfelf, that he fhould dwell
where is nothing worthy to entertain him, only fome-
thing to grieve him. Now this is, ’

1. A conftant effifance of the Spirit, that let the
foul go where he will, be brought to never fo low t:m

' * ebb,
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ebb, yet Chrift will not out, but fome ftirrings, figh-
ings, lookings, - pantings after Chrift ; when heart and
firength fail, yet God, &c. when ready to give all for
loft, then confider, as Pfalm Ixxiii. 2. If he does de-
part, he will not be long but return again : and thofe
that know his affe@ion, know it fo to be, Mg. hiv.
“ For a little moment,” &c. {fo the Lord mey depart,
and when his prefence is a little more efteemed; come
again with everlafting mercies : as a man may know
many weaknefles by his wife. yet fhe having not be-

- flowed her heart on any other, he will return: fo if
" thou canft fay, yet I am the Lord’s, he will return.

5. He will rejoice in thee and over thee, Zeph. iii.
17. as a bridegroom does over the bride: Not becaufe

' of any beauty in thee, for there is none, but becaufe .

given in marriage of the Father, and for his own fake.
This day thou thalt no fooner fet thy heart on Chrift,
but he falls in love with thee, and will take thee with
joy ; thou thinkeft he will be angry if thou clofeft
with him and léve him; o, it will be the joy of
beaven, of Jefus Chrift himfelf.

6. He will exceedingly comfort thee ; and look, as
ttis with tender hufbands, then they comfort moft
when .moft forrows betide them; for who could en-
dure his wife thould be alway drooping? So even then
when nothing doth or can comfort thee, the Lord will,
Ifa. liv. 6. ~ For the Lord doth not alway.comfort,
but when in need, as with the patriarchs, then God
appeared, when they were at worfl; ard thele are
abundant comforts, 2 Cor. i. 3, 4, 5. You fhalt not
need to feramble for it as many do, whofe hearts do
not love Chrift in truth as yet.

7. He will put up all wrongs, and bear exceedingly
viththee. Many think even when God hath fealed
love to them; if any little fin be committed, .then
they are caft off ; no, if under the law fo indeed, but
when efpoufed to him, it is not weaknefles, nor wil- -
fulnefs can make the Lord caft thee away, but he will

. " heal




58 ON THE ‘PARABLE OF THE

heal the one, and afflit thee (yet not caft thee of)
for the other, Plalm lxxxix. 33. ¢« My loving-kind-
‘ nefs will I never take away.” Yea, he will forgive
both, Luke vii. 47. ¢ Much'forgiven becaufe fhe lov-
¢ ed much.” Nay, thy wrongs fhall be an occafion
to make him love thee more, Rom. v. ** Where fin
¢¢ abounds, grace abounds.”

8. He will never part with thee, Hof. ii. 19. Once
love him, and he will never lofe thee. ’

1. No fin fhall part thee and him; for Chrift, when
he enters into marriage-covenant, does mot fufpend
his love on our grace or holinefs, then he might leave
quickly, but on his own grace to wath away our fil-
thinefs, Eph.v. 25,26. If a hufband marries a wo-
man ouly for fo long as fhe is in health, then when
ficknefs comes he may depart. But e contra, if to
. take away her ficknefles, then they cannot hinder :
nothing but adultery can part; now that they cannot
do, for nothing breaks, till covenant is broken: And’
the covenant here is everlafting and fo undertaken for
by the Lord, that it can never be broken. )

2. No miferies can, Rom. viii. 35, 36, 37. ¢ Can
¢ tribulation > It makes man leave us, but this is
peculiar to Chrift, he will not leave.

3. Death cannot, it muft part man and wife, though
loved never fo dearly before, but here not; but then
he will come himlelf and fetch thee, John xiv. 1, 2, 3.
take thy foul to the bride-chamber, there to be with
him for ever and ever, and he will keep the duft of
thy blefled body, and not lofe one grain of it, and,
at the laft day, raife it; and then, when others fhall
cry out, Yonder is him whom I have grieved, then
thalt thou lift up thy head and fay, Yonder comes my
Hufband to comfort me, to crown me, that I may
dwell with him. It fhall be the blefled day to thee.
And when judgment is done, thou fhalt go with thy'
Beloved from the air up to heaven with a thout, and
live in his love and deareft embracing of thee, and this

he
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he will do for thee fo poor and vile in thine own eye's.
Now will you have him ? and that now, or no?

CHAP V.~

Object. 1. IF the Lord be fo defirous of me, why
doth he not overcome me? .

4nf. If the Lord doth it, it is by thele cords
of love, and if not the brand of a reprobate is upon
thee. :

Object. 2. But I do love him already.

dAnf. Is it with fuch a love as makes you unable to
refift him? to wrong him ? as the apoltle faid, « We
“ cannot {peak againft the truth, but for it;* for if
not, it is naught. There is a natural love to Chrift,
as fo one that doth thee good, and for thine own
ends; and fpiritual for himfelf, whereby the Lord
only is exalted : Haft thou this ? .

Oéject. 3. But I do not hate Chrift.

Anf. If any man do not love him with a pofitive
love, let him be Anathema.

Obje?. 4. I cannot love him. o
4nf. 1. What canft thou love elfe ? 2. Thou canft
not love him fo well as thou fhouldft, therefore clofe
with him, and love'will follow. 3. Get the Lord .

to overcome thy heart, Jer. iii. 19.
Queft. How fball I do it ? .
Anf. 1. Set him before thee: Who will commit

gewdnefs while her hufband looks on? Pialm xvi. 8.

2. See what content thou givelt Carilt by love :
Smalleft duties coming from love are accepted.—
What makes thee wrong him to pleafe thyfelf? Let
a thing crofs thee, yet it contents Chrift Jefus.

3. Get him, and wait by faith on him to overcome
thy heart, and the work is done then. Now will you
d? this or not? If not, fay .then you have had a
fair offer, and tell the devils fo, when thou .goeft:

' down
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down to hell, as it may be thou mayek ere iong.
Men talk of terrible fermons, but thefe fink deepeft.
Tell me, doft thou love the Lord only ? Wilt thou keep
lufis or Chrift alone? If fo, then look to it. In this
country a woman killed her child, and fhe faid when
the did it, her child fmiled upon her. Wilt thou

kick Chrifl’s love now when he {miles upon thee..

Afterward fhe repented but it was too late. Women
when they have a mind to fome other, murder their
hufbands, but if known, burnt they muft be. Bat
wilt thou have him and love him alone? O if perfuad-
ed to this, then happy for ever. Let this day be the
beginning of eternal glory to thy foul, and the God of

peace be with thee.

CHAP VIL

Shewetd shat a man bath no power in bimfelf to do any
Jpiritual work, but that be muft receive all from
Cbrife. . .

Ufe 4. I"I.ENCE we fee a neceflity, if ever we look
to have communion with Chrift, to do all fpiritual
work, all we do (‘tbeologice) from the mighty power
of Chrift, from the life and fpirit of Chrit. To bring
forth no fpiritual a& but from Chrift, and for Chrift,
(I thall put both in one, and the latter into the firft;
for none a& trely from him but it is for him) for you
know if a woman bring forth children. to any other
but her own hufband, that woman hath loft her chaftity:-
So when men thall bring forth the fruits of obedience
to any other, from any other, but from Chrift, they
Jofe their virginity, their chaftity, without which no
communion with Chrift. For I have ever made two
parts or degrees of Chriftian chaftity, (as it is in out-
ward chaftity.) e

1. The foul fets its chief affeGtions on Chrift alone,
that look as it is with a woman, though the cannot

' . do
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. do much, nor deferve his love, yet her heart is with

him, herfelf is his, Cant. vi. 3. “ Iam my beloved’s.”

2. The foul brings forth fruits of love, only unto
Chrift, that is, from Cbhrift and for Chrift, as in mar-
viage the woman brings forth fruit of her womb to -
Mer hufband; ahd this is fet down plainly, Rom.
vii. 4. The firft we have handled. Now a little of
this. . And that I may prefs this which is of much
vk to you, give me leave to exprefs myfelf in thefe
conclufions.

SECT. L

Concl. 1. THAT all men living, nakedly confider-
ed in themfelves, have loft all power to do any thing
that is good, Rom. iii. 12. ** None that doth good.”
1. His light is quite extin&, and his eyes quite out :
hence faid to fit in darknefs and the fhadow of death,
Matth: iv. 16. now a fthadow is' a privation of fome
light, this of all light, hence called darknefs itfelf;
take the blindeft Indian, he i3 2 witnefs of this truth,
and a right picture of & foul fallen from God : hence
becaufe he cannot fee he camnot do, x Cor. ii. x4.
2. All that life he had to a&t well, is loft too, Eph.
ii. 1. he is dead in trefpafles and fins: he cannot
breath, nor fpeak, nor think, nor do one thing that
is good : I fay nakedly confrdercd in himfelf. And -
heace look upon & man quite forfaken of God in hell, .
there you-may fee, asina lively looking-glafs, what
every man living is, when the Lord leaves him : he
can blalpheme, he caanot love him, he can contemn

.God, he cannot efteem him: he can wifh there were

10 God to punifh him: he cannot fubmit unto God
though he leaves the moft heavy load upen him, and
you fee not yourfelves until you fee yourfelvcs here,
and fee yourfelves thus.

SECT.
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SECT. IL ’

Concl. 2. THAT unto fome men efpecially, nay,
to all men almoft, though vile, yet more or lefs tae
Lord gives a power to a&, and live,! and move, and
to do many {piritual duties, or good duties {rom them-
felves. For as there is a breadth in the ways of grace,
that every Chriftian hath not the like meafure of grace,
fo there is a breadth or latitude in the ways of fin:
every finner breaks not forth into the like meafure of
fin, but fome are far better than others; as the three
grounds that were bad, yet one befter than another.
Now how comes this about? why, the Lord gives
that power fo act (as all the knowledge of a God) by
the light of nature (falfely fo called) this is the work
of God, Rom. i. 19. Hence all terrors, and comforts
and duties of conicience, are all from God : fo the
hiftorical faith of the gofpel which many have, and fo
- to confefs and profefs no falvation but by Chrift, to-
gether with a readinefs to die in defence of this truth
and religion, and joy from this, and reformation of
life upon this, none of thele are natural to this foil of
a man’s foul, but all are planted there by God, 1 Cor.
Xii. 2,3. and {o that man can a& according to the
law, be firi& in Sabbaths, frequeat in faftings and
prayers, &c. it is from God, Rom. x.2. And why
doth the Lord work this? it is, elfe no living in the
world among men, and becaule Chrift is the politicums
caput, and hath bought all men in the world to be his
fervants, "hence gives them gifts which he turnos for
the gqod of his people : but yet this is the nature of
all thefe abilities, that a man a&s from the firengtlt
and power*of them, mnot from Chrift, Mic. iv. 5
Other nations ¢ will walk in the name,” &c. and the
reafon is, S '

1. Becaufe every man is under the guidance either

of the firkk or fecond covenant, and power of either:
. now
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‘;now as the power of the fecond covepant is to draw
a man out of himfelf to another, and fo to make him
.a&t from another: fo the power of the firft is to drive
@ man into himfelf by terrors, and fears, and hopes,
and rewards, and fo to enable him to a& from him-
felf; hence it is impoflible but they muft a& ever,
from themfelves.
And 2. Becaufe though many good gifts, and mo-
- ral virtues, may be faid to be fupernatural, that is,
- above the power of nature to work, yet never above
- the improvemerit of nature: for let God work never
fomany good things in man, nature, thatis, an ill
 flomach, when difeafed, is ftrongeft, there nature turns
i all into the humour, and {o a man dics at laft; fo the
| power of fin in nature being more powerful than any
[ grace which by common work is given it, ever turns
) that grace into itfelf, and leads it into captivity, bond-
 age, and fervice of itfelf; fo that there is never a.grace
' butitis made to ferve fome luft, as in Jehu,in Judas, &c.
) ad God complains, Ifa. xliii. 24. So this I fay is
| the cafe of thoufands unregenerate, who can do many
; good things, but from themfelves, which God hath
. wrought to: and hence many a child of God hath
been long hindered from converfion, and others not
converted at all, becaufe they have thought wic-
‘ked men whom God minds to damn, are fuch as
have no good, nor do no good; or if they do, they
have it not from God; but it is not fo with me, for
Ihave and do many good things, which I acknow-
ledge come from God, and I thank God I am not as
other men. Now mark, it is true, nakedly confider-
ed, no good could come from unregenerate men, but
yet the Lord gives power to many to do; fo the Lord
has done to thee, and thou haft been thankful for it.
And this is common, many account themfelves great
finners, but yet they can believe : many fay they can
do little, but their defire and will at worlt is to do:
' tell them thefe are not right, unlefs they come from
: ‘ : : ‘the
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the Lord ; they will fay, the Lord doth all, and they
acknowledge it, aud fo I believe, and it is true ; but
it is not fuch a work of the Lord as is peculiar to the
elet, becaufe when the Lord hath wrought thefe, you
a& only from them, and hence never feel a want of
_thele, for the Lord never yet wrought any grace in
his people, but after they have had it, and tafted of it,
he hath more or lefs deferted them, and fo hath made
them feel a want of it, and made them fetch it again
with fighs, and groans, and tears ; now it hath never
been fo with thee. : '

' "SECT. I

Concl. 3. THAT it is moft pleafing to man, and
agreeable to his nature to a&t only from himfelf: As
it was with the prodigal, he defired his flock in his
own hands, and while any thing lafted, he would
never come home; and hence thofe, John vi. 28.
What fhall we do to work the works of God: and
when Chrift fpake of faith, they were ftumbled there,
infomuch that divers did forfake him:

1. Becaufe man’s aling from himfelf is beft able
to attain his own ends, to which you know a man is
. gently and neceflarily carried: for no man out of Chrift,

but his own ends draw him; now Chrift croffeth
2 man’s own ends, and to live on him is to live on him
that will confound them of their own ends, or ele no
life there : Hence they live from themfelves. As itis
with a crafts-man, or artificer, propounding the gain
or credit they may get by being excellent in their trade,
- may by their owa fludy and frequency of alts, grow
dexterous, and very fkilful at laft, and hence delight
in it; fo here, profeflion and pradtice of religion may
be a man’s trade which he may drive for his own ends
and gain, and hence may defire to be excellent, and
by endeavour be excellent, and profit exceedingly in
. many
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many excellent endowments: hence he alts and works
for himfelf, Rom. i. 14.

2. Becaufe 2 man naturally knows not how to fetch
it from Chrift from heaven, Rom. x. 3.. Hence it is
with thém as with a child caft off by the father, and
put to fome hard mafter, becaufe they have no father
to maintain them, they muft live as they are, and do
as well as they can. A man comes to pray, knows not
how to fetch ftrength from Chrift, and he muft pray,
and hence prays as well as e can.

3. Becaufe it is fo hard a thing to live ypon ano-
ther, it is eafy and fweet to a fpiritual heart, but moft
difficult to any carnal heart, John vi. Chrift tells
them they mult eat his flefh, they fay, ¢ Who can then
“ be faved 2” and many departed. Men had rather
make holes, and keep water in their houfe, than have
it far to fetch, and when they come to fetch it, to be<
flow fuch Ttrength in drawing of it.

4. Becaufe every man thinks he loves and cares for
himfelf beft, and fees noXGod nor Chrift caring for or
loving of him more than himlelf; hence a man plots
for himfelf, and lives for himfelf, and all from him-
felt As when Jofeph’s brethren faw their brother,
then they came down and lived upon him; before
they came to him indeed, but with their money, to
live of themfelves. And thus it was with the young
man, “ Sell all and have riches in heaven:’ No, he
loved himfelf, and cared for himfelf better than fo;
hence would not.commit and give away all to Chrift.

5. Becaufe whatever a man does from himfelf, ei-
ther it is good, or he thinks it fo, or hopes if not,
God will accept it. Sume evil in it perhaps, but
he hath his allowances which will make it go, fome
good defives or faith in Chrift, and hence hopes if not
thinks God will aceept of what comes from himfelf.
As, Prov. xxi. 2. ¢ All a man’s ways are right in his
‘ own eyes.” And.truly nature and Satan have ever
been imitators and apes of God, to forge and make

- E grace

’
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grace like true grace, hence deceived. This being
plealing to mea, is the pratlice of molt men, yea, all
men out of Chrift. And this is one of the great parts
of the inward, fecret, fubtile, fpiritual whoredom ef the
“foul. Thus men may forrow, when yet there is little
true forrow, and fo in other cafes.

SECT. VIL

Concl. 4. THAT all thefe works, though good
in themfelves, yet are meft vile before the Lord; as
. Chrift [peaks of the Pharifees, it is abomination in the
ﬁght of God, which is glorious before man, Luke
xvi. &

- 1. Igecaufe hereby the foul deprives Chrx& of tbe
end of his coming; for all men having loft the flock
and pawer to live, the Lord hence will truft no man
with it again; hence puts it into a furer and better
hand, that thither poor, blind, dead creatures might
fly for life, and when they dre there, live there like
bees on their honey, John vi. 27. and xvii. 23. He
might never have looked after you, and will you de.
fpife him now? What folly and unkindnefs is this,
that when your pits are dry, and bottles empty, and
fouls miferable here, you will not, d do not fay fip,
when water runs by your door, but not live.

. 2. Becaufe whatever comes from felf, it is ever for
felf. A man can do nothing from pimfclf, but his
laft end is {elf. As it is with water-works, they rife
no higher than the {pring, Gen. xi. 4. * This Babel
¢ I have built,” Dan. iv. 30. And a man that has
but common grace, look as by virtue of that grace,
or gift of God, he may att for God, becaife it came
from God; fo nature and f{in being more powerful .
than that grace, hence he never fo alts for God, but
. in the laft place a&ts for itfelf as in Jehu: And fo a
man makes himfelf his own ged.

3. Becaule whatever a man does from himfelf, hﬁ

: wi
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will grow proud of it, Rom. iv. ¢ Not of works,
“ left any man fhould 'boaft.” Hence Joab fent to
David to take the city that he might have the crown.
This robs Chrift of the glory.

4. Becaule whatever work is not'done by virtue of
the Lord Jefus, is a dead work, which a living God,
and a living Chrift, and a living Spirit loath, Heb.
ix. 14. ** Sprinkle your confciences ftom dead works.”
Deadly works are fins, dead works are good works
done, but not from the principle of the life of faith, but
life of nature. Now, as conlcience is the principle of the
life of nature,fo Chrift is the principle of a Chriftian life,
Col. iii. 1 ]ohn v. 10,11, 12. For it is not fantifica-
tion that is the principle of life, but the life itfelf that
flows from it as from union of foul and body, the foul
is not ‘the life but the principle of it; hence, as foon as
it is out, the body is dead; So, &c. And do you not
find it thus, whenas you do many duties, how tedious,
wearifome are they? yet Auft be done, this is a dead
work. What comfort, what peace is there, when you
have done them? becaufe not from life.

5. Becaufe what comes from felf, comes from all
fin, it is dipt and died, and tainted and poifoned with
all fin in 2 manner. “ Who can bring a clean thing
out of an unclean ”

6. Becaufe when a man will a& from himfelf, and not
fuffer Chrift to aét for him, he will not have Chrift to
reign over him, he pulls down the kingdom of God
that fhould be within him. For when a man pro-
fefleth Chrift is king of his church, he is now a king
in name: When a man feels an impoflibility to rule
himfelf, and hence defireth and chufeth Chrift to rule,
now Chrift is a king by choice: When the foul after
this cheice, depends on Chrift for what he chofe him
for, and the Lord works, now Chrilt is a king in~
deed. Now, if you will not have the Lord to reign
over you, you will be found enemies to the Lord’s
kmgdom. N
Ea SzcT.
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SECT. V.

Concl. 5.HENCE it will follow, The foul is to a&
wholly and only from the Lord Jefus Chrift, and
whatever fruits of love it fhews to Chrift, to bring
them forth from Chrilt. Which doth not only con-
cern them that never yet knew Chrift, and yet pride
up themfelves in what they have and do, but thofe
that be in Chrift in a fpecial manner. For John xv.
2. “ Every branch in me that brings not forth fruit.”
It is not meant of one indeed in Chrift, for he fhall
bring forth fruit; but every branch, that is, by out-
ward profeflion, fo that it brings not forth fruit, but
appears fair, and deceives man, God will caft away:
And without me, even ye difciples can do nething. .

Ruefs. 1. How is the foul to a& from Chrift only,
when it hath life, efpecially the elett?

Queft. 2. By what meané may this be done, to get
and keep this chaftity?

Queft. 1. How is the foul to a& from Chrift alone
when there is fanQification within?

Anf. 1. If the {vul feel no power to a& from grace*
received, ‘as faints fometimes do, either after God’s
deferting them, or their forfaking God long, or after
fome hardening fin; then it is clear the foul in this
cafe is (though not in a way of carelefnefs) to de-
pend upon the Lord Jefus, that he would quicken and
help. As David after his grofs fall, ¢ Lord create in
me a clean heart.” And Ifa. Ixiii. 1. ¢ Why hall thou
hardened our hearts from thy fear? O return}” In this
cafe the foul is not to bring the foul to God, but God
to the foul. As many a Chriftian cannot prize nor
love the Lord nor his ways, he is not to fay, I will
bring my foul and offer it him; but look to the Lord
that he would raife my dead affe&tions again. As the
centurion of his fervant, ¢ fpeak the word,” &c. Chrift
marvelled at his faith., Men think when they feel

nothing
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nothing, that they muft and can work it eut; and
hence comes one of thefe three things,

1. Either the foul cannot love Chrift when it fees
fuch laws it cannot fubmit to. And hence a Chriftian
once faid to nre, If the lealt thing was left for me to
do of myfelf, I could not love Chriit; but now that
when hrought low and can do nothing, he brings all -
the help we need. This makes the fpoufe go to the
bofom of her hufband, Pfal. cxvi. 6, 70 Or elfe,

2. It cannot do ir,. for corruptions in a faint is too
hard for his grace, ** I am but a child, and thy peo-
“ ple many,” 1 Kings iii. 7. Hence ke muit be
firong in the Lord.

Or 3. If it do, it never has any peace in what it
does, the duties never fo well done.  Whereas other-
wife the pooreft duty done from Chrift, witnefs Heb.
xi. 4, §. as a child begot of the Father, he will own,
but other children not. If any poor tired heart that
hears me this day, thou haft been making thy brick,
and promifes and vows will got help; now away to
the Lord, if ever help now it is when moft helplefs.

2. If you can do any thing favingly good, the foul
is bound now (by the power of faith) to ftir up itfelf
to att, though not to truft to it alone, for fumetimes
the foul hath the regenerate part uppermoft, and the
prevailing Spirit of God, Pfal. xxi. 3. which comes
to him, and gives it power to alt before the foul
come to it. Now a man is bound to a&, becauvfe it
is from Chrilt now. Hence Timothy was to *¢ flir
up the gift,” 2 Tim. i. 6. Hence complained of

~them, Ifa. Ixiv. 8. ¢ None flirs up himfelf to take

“ hold en the Lord.” A man muft ftir up himfelf
to believe, as well a$ other graces, hence ¢ the king-
“ dom of heaven is taken with violence,” and
though corruption is flronger than grace, yet grace
affifted with the Spirit, is ftronger than it, which is
never quite out of the foul, but it is in the {iul, x
John iv. 4. ' Stronger is he that is in you.” And

E 3 it
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it is faid profefledly, ¢ He purgeth himfelf, and
¢ keepeth himfelf, the evil one toucheth him not,”
1 John, v. 18. But mark, truft not barely to this,
but when you do this, withal remember, Lord I can-
not hold out in this uilefs thou doft help me: But
know, Ifa. xxvi. ¢ The Lord is the Rockiof my
« firength.” And * if you by the Spirit mortify,”
&:. Rom. viii, 13. Therefore evgr hold up fails, but
look for a wind. And if & man be not to do this,
then when any finful temptation comes, if a mando
not find the Spirit and ftrength ready at hand to help,
if he be not to ftir up himfelf againft it, he is to fuf-
fer himfelf to be carried down by it. Heunce a man
may neglet all duties a long time, if he do not find
the Spirit aflilting, if v be a-man muft not flir himfelf
up, and fo (will fome fay) a man may. May? what
thall I fay to fuch 2 fluggifth foul, but fleep on? But
koow it, the Lord will awaken thee, when you fhall .
fay, O that I had improved the talent 1had! And
if you do find Chrift in fuch a condition, know it
they be but the laft vifits of Chrift before he departs.
You can do more than you do, and the Lord will have
you do it,

Objeét. But I cannot do it for good ends without
Chrift.

4nf. Yet do the things as far as you can, elle if
you owe another a debt, and will not pay, becaule
not for a good end, that excufe will not ferve: So you
owe the Lord your lives, your fpirits, your abilities;
lay them out for the Lord, though evil be in them, be
humbled for that. Is this good requital to fay you
find your hearts dead in prayer, and God muft do all,
and there leave it? :

3. You are to expec and look for power from the
Lord Jefus inthe ufe of means, all known means:
For faith fetches all from Chrifl, Lience we muft £°
thjther where Chrilt is to be found, and he dwells 1#
his houfe, in his ordinances: Therelvre there you

. . qu
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muft depend upon him. As it is with a merchant,
he wades not over the fea for pearls, but gets into his
thop, and there he fits flill ; fo here, Matth. xiii. 45.
“ The kingdom of heaven is like a merchant-man.” .
Hence you that know you can do nothing, being un-
der a fpirit of convidtion, and hence do nothing, un-
der a fpirit of floth and negle& of means, by virtue of
a fpirit of prefumption, -and fay, Chrit muft do all,
Ifay you take not the right courfe tor the Lord to
help you in. The Lord will never be a flave to thy
floth, but thou fhalt be like a fhrub, never to fee good
when it comes, and fhalt die in horror with this, O
I might have done more! Hence you are worle than
the other, that thiak, if a man fails, prays, watches
againft his diftempers, mourns for want of Chrift and
grace, and follows God hard here, he is a legal chrif-
tian: Why, thefe are but his own works, and this
is not living on Chrift. I confels bare ufing them,
or trufting to them is not, but he that lives not on
Chrift in the ufe of means (thefe and all other means),
to find Chrift, or enjoy more of Chrift, fhall never
have him. Neither do I know what turning God’s |
grace into wantonnefs is, if this be not; and under a
liberty to be a fervant of corruption. I know not
- whether it be thus with any, butif I did, I would
pity them: :

4. If the foul cannot every moment live on Chrift,
that is, for every particular a&, ‘have a diftin& aé of
, faith, for this cannot be, yet every fit feafon that it

can, it onght to look up to the Lord for life and freth
firength. JPray'as it is every fit feafon. And as
he brings forth fruit, fo he goes for fruit in feafon,
Pfalm i, 3. And when the foul does this, the Spirit
of the Lord helps, when the a& is ceafed.

Now the fit feafons are,

1. At beginning of any altion, as prayer, hearing,
readiog: All the time a man is in his journey, or in
~ hig work, he is carried on by the a& of faith at firft
E4 fetting
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fetting out: The reach of faith is long, and continues
all prayers, all the duty throughout, the att of faith
is fhort : Now the Lord looks to his people according
to the firlt. |

2. When our a& begins to die, as Molfes lifted vp
his hands, and when they were heavy, Aaron and
Hur fupported them again.

3. When a man feels himfelf ftrong, now apt to
be felf-confident ; now, Lord, for an humble heart!
And thus you are to live on Chrift, which if done,
would make a Chriftian’s life glorious, and give infinite
content to the heart of Chrift. But here is the mi-
fery, ecither the hearts are full and need not, or floth-
ful, and care not for living {6. That truly I do not

wonder to hear and fee fo many withering trees, 35 .

though blafted by wrath, becaufe you fetch not al
out of this ftock; and Chrift is fuch a ftranger, be-

- caufle you are fo feldom with him to act and bring
- forth fruit to him,

SECT. VI.

(CONSIDER of the means to aékt from Chrift Jels
and indeed herein lies the fkill and life of a Chriftian,
and this is the complaint of many a foul, Chril
is full, and he is not for himfelf, but for thofe ths!
want, and I come to him when I want it, and yet

find rio help; and hence many are brought to thisk
either it is in vain to come to Chrift, or elfe I bave

no faith in Chrift ; I will therefore premife thefe three’

things. , ) .

1. That a falle, double, treacherous, difloyal
heart to Chrift cannot expe@ any thing it comes fof
unto Chrift. As it is with a woman, that though
others do not, yet her hufband knows fhe is falle?
in league with fome other man, he will be ftrange 1
her, and will not do any thing for her,” John ii. laft.

¢ He kuew what was in man;” as it is in] ’
N ames
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James i. 7, 8. ¢ Let not a double-minded man think
to receive any thing at the hands of the Lord.” For
that is the nature of man under the power of any
luft, it makes all ferve it, even Chrift himfelf, which
he will never do, ¢ I am weary of your new moons,”
faith the Lord, and you faft, and pray, and have no
anfwer, for you faft for debate : and therffore I take
a man confidered as broken off from the power of
lufls, not one that feels himfelf under the power of it,

. for fuch a one may be delivered from it, fuch a

foul as can fay, much ado lave I to feel my fin, and

. to be willing to part with it, but now I am; here is

the foul I fpeak of.
- 2. That the Lord in the difpenfation of grace to
his people, is wholly free to give it when he will*

for gyman that works for his wages, muft in juftice

have his wages when his work is done: but he that
begs for his living muft be content to ftay. We live
by faith, and free gift, not by works and deferts, and
hence muft wait and ftay, Mic. vii. 7. Hence let

.. any man think fenfibly to receive what he goes for to

the Lord Jefus prefently, as many feel a want of grace,
and think the Lord hath promifed to help, and now
how would it make for his honour to give, but find it
not, and hence grow fad or difcouraged, and think
it is in vain to feek ? No, no; Chrift’s hour is not
yet come, when you think itis, Johu ii. 4. —* My
“ hour is not yet come;” and hence many get nothing
becaufe they ly out of the way of the covenant, viz.
to think, O the Lord owes me nothing, and I deferve
the contrary: -

3. That no man is to look to receive all that which
he comes to the Lord for, but only fo much as is fit

- for him: a man may feel much ftraitnefs, and he

would have many enlargements; he finds much
deadnefs, and he would have deep overflowing af-
fettions, and he comes to the Lord for it, and the
Lord gives fome; doth he not? do you not find'it?

can
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can you fay, you feek the Lord, and attend on the
Lord in vain, with thefe hypocrites? Matth. iii. 14-
‘T'rue, but yet methinks mdre would be better. How
do yeu know that ? I think fo, that it would be more
for his honour : You think fo, then it feems you have
one eye more than Chrilt, and that he is very carelefs
and foolith in raifing his own honour: O abhor thofe
thoughts, he gives you fuch a coat as is fit for you,
fuch 3 fail as fits your boat, fuch fhoes as fit your
feet, Plalm xxi. 5. * Honour and majefty haft thou
4¢ fitted for him:» therefore do not look to receive
any more than is fit for you, and know it, that is beft
for you. The phyfician prefcribes that which is fit,
not that which 1s moft defired of the patients: if he
will not accept of this, he will not look after him,
1 Cor. xii. 7,8."

4. Think not to get any thing from the Lord jcfus
with eafe, I mean to the flethly part: it hath been an
.old complaint, I go to Chrift, and fifh all night, and
can catch nothing : and why. here is the caufe, they
cannot get it eafily, and therefore they cannot get it
at all, yea these it is, Heb. xi. 6. This is one of the
two main handles of faith, ¢ He is the rewarder of
<« all them that diligently feek him,” not negligently :
and hence at their firft converfion how doth Chrift’s
fruits overflow, and his. Jordan rife above its banks !
and what a deal does a Chriftian gain, yet not after-
ward! fo in time of great trouble, O it is becaufle
you feek him diligently : ‘Therefore, in prefcribing
aneans, do not fay this is hard, and fo depart, as thofe
did on the very fame ground, John vi.6o. ==

SECT. VIL
Tbe DMeans are tbefe.
Means 1. LABOUR for a comprehending know-

ledge, -what is the love of Chrift to thee: there is a
double knowledge of Chrift’s love. 1. That
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1. That he loves ‘'me, and this very apprehenfion
fetches in warmth and life into the heart, * In thy
¢ favour i3 life.”

2. What thatlove is, and that in all the dimenfions
of it: and beloved, this is that which fills a man,
Ioph. iii. 18, 19. that as it is with women, when the
fulnefs of the hufband’s love is {een, it knits the heart
invincibly to him, and makes her do any thing for him,
fo here. And as we fay of trees, if the tree begins to
wither and die, the only way is not to caft water on the
branches, to pray for water and dews from heaven on
them, but water the root. Love is the next root of
all grace, love Chrift, and you will never be weary of
domg for Chrift, love him, and he will love you, Prov. .
viit. 17. Now what kindles love fo much as this com-
prehending knowledge of the Lord Jefus, and his love,
this will make a man a burning beacon of love, make
a man melt ‘into love, which is as [lrong as death,
mach water cannot quench it, 2 Cor. v. 14. ¢ Love
s of Chrift conﬂrams,” Gal. v. 6. ¢ Faith works by
¢« Jove:” Faith is our feet, whereby we come to Chrift;
love is our haud,  whereby we work for Chrift : now
let any chirurgeon’s fervant come to a chirurgeon with
a broken arm, and tell him he can do no work for
him, therefore defire him to give ftrength to do it,
come, faith he, let me heal your arm firft : ne, by no
means; let me firlt do your work, that fo you may
heal, and I may feel my arm to be whole: It can
never be. So it is.many a Chriftian’s courfc, Lord,
Jet me do thy work, and hence he cries, Lord give me
firength, and then falls to do it, and cannot without
pain, becaufe his love is broken. Many fay, I will
go to Chrift, and att for Chrift, and then I will think
the Lord loves me, but never find it: firft fee and
comprehend the love of the Lord: And truly this is

- the reafon why no heart, no ftrength to aé&t for God,

unlefs it be in a wearifome manner ; and why? O love
is out; and why is that out? why, it is not comprehend-
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¢d by the eye of faith, it is defpifed by fome, other

things are {weet to them, or it is forgotten by others;
men, remember not what once they were, and what
the Lord has done; it is feen a little, and hence a little

life and ftrength, but it is comprehended by few. O

finful times! O unkind world! never was my heart

fo dead, faith one, never fo- ftraitened and fhut up,
faith another, never f{o feeble in all duties, faith ano-
ther: why, you fee, and tafte, and fip of this love,
but you feed not heartily, abundantly .on it. Never
didit thou think fo little of this love ; for though Chrift
will convey rich grace to his people, yet it fhall be by
love. Chriftians will come to Chrift, and when they
receive and feel the good they come for, they will
think of Chrift’s love, and that he loves them : no, firft
come uato the Lord Jefus, being once come, know he
will not caft thee away, John vi. 37. then think of

this love ; ftay here, firlt feed here, and you may a&,

and then the Lord will convey ftrength and power,

and enable you hereunto: For though when a man
trullts to his love, as Peter without faith, a man will
fall becaule he trufts to an arm of flelh: yet when

faith employs love, the work is very great. As a

father has a child who muft keep at home with him,

but he has ncver a fteward to ‘lay out that eftate tor
him that he means to give him, but when an able
“fteward, now he gives his fon richly. So here :
-~ ' Quefs. How fhall I comprehend it ?

Anf. Firft, the apoftle prays for it. Secondly, fee
what it is, by his delcription, and meditate on it.

1. The breadth, that is, the fame love wherewith
the Lord comprends all faints, as Abraham, &c. thou
art as dear to the Lord as he or any in heaven; nay,
it may be did coft more: not a crofs, not a mercy,
but it is common (for fubltance) unto all fairgs.

2. The length, from eternity to eternity, nothing
can part, nothing fhall part; all other things are but
fummer-fwallows that build with us for a time.

3. The



TEN VIRGIXS. . Y7

3. The depth, that the Lord fhould look upon thee
when in thy peft-houle, when no eye pitied thee,
when as low as the grave, nay, as low as hell, nay

- lower ; for they in hell would come out, thou wouldit

e

not. Never think to fee what infinite love is, till
thou feeft infinite wrath.

4. The height, to be as happy as angels, and
more fo; nay, to be all one with Chrift, and in
Chrift, and loved with the fame love Chrift is,
Jobn xvii. 23. 26.

5. When thou feeft it thus, yet it is the love of
Chrift, that paffeth knowledge: As children cannot
tell how parents love them, will you do thus? Tt is
with many Chriftians as it is with many trees, the treg
is good, and the foil is good, and rain, dews, fun, huf-
band-man good, yet it begins to die, then now nothing
is wanting, but only to be fet a little deeper, that it
may take more root of the’ fonl And fo here, there
is nothing wanting in many a Chriftian, but to be fet
a little deeper, and to take more rooting in the Lord’s
love. Faith roots itlelf in Gad’s love, and now pro-
fpers by love. The eye is but little, yet can compre-
hend a2 mighty world quickly: man’s mind is but
linle, yet can comprehend, though not the infinitenefs,
yet an infinite. If there be this light of glory, fee by
it all your poor fad hearts that conceive nothing but
terror and holinefs in God; if you fee it not, know" .
it here is your work now; for the firft work is to
get faith, then to get love, then to at&t from faith -
by love. Now the Lord hath wrought the firft, and
thou art bufy a.doing the third work, not remember-
ing the fecond.

Means 2. Content not thyfelf with feeling a want

. of fupply, but labour to feel a need of fupply from

the Lord Jefus; for many a Chriftian feels a want
of grace from Chrift, brokennels, &c. fees he has no-
thing, and is fometime by fits troubled for the want of
it: but be can be well content tho he have no fupply,

: havmg
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having fomewhat ele to eale and content him, he
feels no need of fupply; {o as he cannot be without
it, that his fpirit fails unlels the Lord Jefus in mercy
give it, and thersfore muft have it, there is a neceffi-
ty of it. Hence he never finds fupply, and wonders
at it why it is fo: and here it is, here is his wound,
and fo brings up an ill report of the Lord, faying, he
.18 loth to give; and of the ordinances of the Lord,
it is in vain to feek, and truly fo it is to feek fo: for
let thy condition be never {o miferable, if thou feelelt
a need of fupply, the Lord will make bare his arm,
and work wonders, bring heaven out of hell, joy out
of forrow, aund light out of the thickeft darknefs, and
floods out of dry ground, Ifa. xliv. 1, 18. when the
ground is dry and parched, no moillure left; now the

Lord pours out water on this foul, Ifa. xliv. 3. Heb.
iv. lait. Many come to the Lord for grace, and find

it not: methinks I hear the Lord fpeaking thus to

his people, I love you “dearly, and I am content

. to give you any thing you need, but you do not need
my grace, my Spirit, my prefence, that is, you feel not
a need of it, for if you had it now, you would not prize
it much, nor keep it long: my precious grace muit
not be fpilt. Many know their wants and diftempers,
and know there is no help in themfelves, and fee all
fulnefs in Chrift, and hence comes to him, but find
none, becaufe they can be content though the Lord
deny : no .nor never fhall unlefs you feel the woe of
your wants, that your fpirit fails if the Lord fend not
in fupply, .Ifa. lvii. 16. * I will not contend, left the

« Spirit fail.” Hence there God promifcth to dwell,
to fend and create peace and.comfort: for what is the
reafon that Chriftians at firlt beginnings feek peace
and mercy, and have abundantly then? why truly
I was long time before I had any thing, but when my
fpirit began to fail, and I gave all for gone, and could
out no more, now the Lord helped and pitied me:
but where arc thofe comforts, and that prefence oIt; the.
: ord



- ———

TEN VIRGINS. <79

Lord now? Truly now you think the worft is paft,
'a0d would be glad of the lifg of Chrift, and grace
from Chrift; but if not, you have a little, your flate
is fafe, and focan lie without putting yourlelf 1o a
neceflity of it.  Is it not thus? is not this your very
wound? if it be, for the Lord’s fake then get it healed,
ad. do as people in Chrift’s time, thofe that were
well, and had not defperate difeafes, commonly came
not to him, but when the difeafe was defperate, you
know the fame of Chrift being fpread abroad, then
they brought their fick, and laid them before his
. merciful eyes; then they lovked for the laying on of
his hand, or a word of his mouth, and all were heal-
“¢ed: fo do you, you have heard of the fame of Chrift
~and feen others humbled, others pardoned, lay thy
fick foul {but look that it be fick) before his eyes,
2d fo look for one word of his mouth, as the woman
.of Canaan, be may deny for a time, yet fhe muit
have it, and the Lord will fay, *¢ Be it unto thee ac-
“cording to thy faith,”” not according to thy deferts,
thou wilt have it, I muft give it, thou dieft without
it, behold.I 1ive to revive thee, and therefore to give
it. You come to prayer, and word, and want many
things, but find them not. Oh come therefore,
Lord, T muft have, I cannot do without fupply. Not
but that a Chiriftian muft wait, and be content hum-
‘f’:y, but not carelefly: Therefore think with thy-

1. What is there that I need but this, the preflence
of God, the life of God, &c. Is it not enough-in
heaven, where is no wealth nor comforts elfe? and is
it not fufficient now? - :

2. May I have it on thig condition (I muft have it,
I'am refolved mot to'go without it) Rev. xxii, 17. if
»you will come, take it. Are the terms fo {weet?

* 3. Do wicked men thirft more and more after their

lufts, and is Chrift, and his grace, and his prefence no
. better,

-
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better, that I have enough of them quickly 2 God for-
bid there fhould be fuch a heart.

4. Doth the leaft fin fo exceedingly go to the heart
of my God, and fhall I fuffer it not only to a& here,
and tempt here, but remain alive here 2.

5. Is not the Lord, after all love fhewn me, wor-
thy of infinite (oot a little) honour from me? and
doth he deferve all, and muft I not, fhall I not give it
him before I die? it muft, it fhall be fa. Now
when here you feel a need, know it that you are at
the very door of relief: I conceive this is the great
door at which Chrift enters into the foul. ~The root
of faith (that is, the author, obje&, and foundation of
faith) is out of a man’s felf, the door of faith which
- opens to all treafures is in a man’s felf: This door is
not any good in us, for then we fhould have fomewhat
to boaft of ; nor fin in us, for that fhuts out God from’

us; nor knowledge of want, for that the devils have,
but fenfe of want, which when the faints have, now

. the door is opened for the Lord Jefus in all his fulnefs
to come in. Now, « If you know thefe things, blefled
¢ are you if you do them.”

SECT. Vi

Ufe 5.TO all the churches of the Lord Jefus here
_planted in thefe weftern parts of the world, to main-
tain your church-chaftity and virginity, you have a
name .of it abroad, pure chafte virgin-churches, not
“polluted with the mixtures of mens inventions, aot de-
filed with the company of evil men: pure ordinances,
pure people, pure churches, which is the caufe of
the fcoffs and enmity of fome, but of the defire and Jjoy
of others. O if there, how happy I? and how bleffed
they? Take heed you do not defile yourfelves again.
Open whoredom is too grofs, too fhameful, to yield
to man’s inventions, to open the door for all comers
into the church: but take heed of fecret whoredoms
and departings from Chrift; for think of this fpeech

when
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when you fee me dead, that of all churches in the
world, the Lord Jefus carries a moft jealous eye over
thefe for whom he bas done fuch great things; shd
I kaow it, he takes exceeding ill your fecret wanton-
nefs and whoredoms of heart; the Lord has kept you
hitherto, look you maintain it, for you may be foon

- deflowered again; few churches retain their purity
' long; aged, grey-haired purity is feldom feen. I will
" tell you of the feveral temptations (fome at leaft) that
- may prevail te the defilement of you.

Firf}, Spiritual defilement is forfaking of tho huf-

| .band, a total fecret forfaking of Chrift; for here is
~ the temptation to it, viz. Ged’s withdrawing himfelf

in his ordinances from his ordinances. For three
forts of temptations make men fall back.

1. By perlecution; and there many fall (though
fime hold out) as in the flony land. *

2. By peace; and here many fall like the thorny
grouad; like failors that in a florm at fea, every man
is ready, and will be pulling his rope, but when a calm,
thea go to their cabias, and there fall afleep, and here
many fall in this place, and others ftand it out.

3. By the Lord’s withdrawing from them, as thofe,
Mal. iii. 14. and here the great ones fall. Many come

. 1o enjoy ordinances, and perfecution vexes them not,-
- the world is bafe, it troubles them not, and they think

—— o — s

to find much, but do not, but the Lord withdraws,
and they can get no good; hereupen their falfe hearts
difcover themfelves, they draw back from God, and
lie fill; whereas faints cry the more into themfelves,
and find out the caufe of it, and then the Lord helps
them, Ifa. Ixiii. 37. Oh take heed of this. ~

1. Shall I forfake the Lord that has done thefe
great things for my foul?

2. Shall I now do it after I am fo near heaven?

3. Shall I forfake him when he departs from me but

. for a time it may be, when as he followed me, when

1 departed loag from him?
) 4. Is
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4. Is it not hell to die without him? and fhall it not
be death to live without him? '
5. Does he depart without a caufe; he has no caufe
to follow me, I have all reafon to follow him; the

Lord grant you may do fo.

Secondly, Secret defilement is by neglet of private
communion with him: this is whorith in a wife. Here
is ftronger temptation to negledt private prayer and
meditation; partly by want of room, partly by multi-
tudes of bufinefles, and work, and cares hereabout,
that being weary in the day, fleepy at night, bufy ia
the morning prayer, meditation, daily examination
are fent away as Paul from Felix, we will fpeak with
thefe at fome more convenient feafon; and hence
ftraitne(s of heart toward Chrift, and no means do
good. O "beloved, have you fuch a hufband as
Chrift in heaven, that loves thy looks, thy company,
thy fighs, thy fpeeches, and will you negle& him thus?

" what, no love? 2. Is he not broken with this whorifh
heart? 3. Is that {peech worth any thing with you,
¢ We fhall ever be with the Lord,” deth it comfort
you to think of being ever with him, and now negle®
him? wheére are your hearts?

« Thirdly, Secret defilement is by bringing other le-
vers into the fame bed, the fame heart with him:
and here the temptation to this is firong, for moft
men have loft and {unk in their eftates, and it is hard
to live lower than we did, and this is a grief, and here
grief for lofs has a vent by greedinefs and purfuit after
more. In other places men had a very comfertable
eftate, hence rejriced in what they had, and did not
greedily defire more; but now want makes men hungry
and greedy: and now when a man has thought and -
looked about him, and feen what he may gain by
his labour of many acres, by his goats and cattle in
fo many years; now he cafts himfelf into the world,
and alfo will not forfake Chrift utterly, but bring both
into the fame heart, Chrift fhall have fome love, fome ;
) T T defire, -
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defire, but the world as much, and fo the heart is
divided; and hence fome fet high prices on their
corn, commodities, cattle; others look for large wages,
&:. and yet Chrift too. Hence men cry out of the
world becaufe it- hinders therh from Chrift; and yet
bring it into, and hug it in their hearts, becaufe they
muft have it in the bed with Chrift. It was the
fpeech of one, that he never heard of any faint ia
feripture given to covetoufnefs, fome to one fin, fome
to another, but none to that; I have heard of Lot,
but God fired him out of his eftate at laft; and that
is all I would fay to this. .

Fourthly, Secret defilements is by decaying in love
to thofe whom Chrift loves, and thofe are his faints,
aad temptations are firong in this place to this: 1. Be-
caufe we have multitudes of them: even gold itfelf
being fo common as to pave our ftreets, is defpifed.
2. Becaufe there wants a common enemy to drive
them together. Take feveral men that never konew
one-anotaer, yet in time of .war they will love abun-
dantly, and then encourage one-another, and can
with joy lie together; fo it is here, hence arife your
petty duels and jars in churches, furmifings, cenfurings,
&c. and the reafon is this, there is little love to faiats,
and for want of this, men fhall not know whether you
be Chrift’s difciples or no. Be thy brethren faints or
" mot? bear they the image of Chrift or no? if they do
Rot, why not convince them, admonith them ? and if
they will not be better, away with them; if they be,
O bear, O love, O tender them, as thou lookeft the
Lord Jelus fhould tender thee. And therefore let the
image of Chrift appear, and then fee it, and then love,
and then no more breaches will follow: if not, the
Yord can and will foon fend wolves to.make fheep run
more together. :

Fifthly, Letting a new generation of harlots into
Chrift’s bofom, I mean, not greatly caring for pofteri~
ty, that they may kaow I‘:fnd ferve this God; for af;:fr

a this
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this generation is paft, our children are to follow,
and it is very rare that they prove right, yet it may
be fo. Hearken therefore, yuu pareats,” if God
brought them over for this end, and if they never
knew God, what a fad thing it would be? or if they
be brought forth to pull down the temple of Ged.
O therefore, 1. Be careful of a pious education of
them.in fchoels, in private, and take fome courfe for
that end before others come over, this will draw them.
2. O make many prayers for them. 3. Set faith
a-work in God’s promife; as one faid, he would net
abate the Lord, though he gave it him in ninety-nine,
of that one. Leave in record what the Lord has
done for you, that the Lord may be with them, and
that all thefe churches may be the glory of Chrift, -
and then yon iha}l enter into the bride-chamber of
the Lamb at. laﬁ

CHAP. VII. SECT. L

Concerning a Chriftian’s duty of being conftantly and
‘continually ready so mees Chbrift, and to enjoy com-
munion with bim.

2. Took tbeir Lamps.

MUCH duft is raifed, and much difpute is made,
efpecially by Popifth interpreters, what the
lamps, what the oil, what the veflels fhould be? The
general conceit of moft of them is, that by oil is meant
good works; and by lamps, faith anfwerable to their .
own conceit; that not faith but good works chiefly
fave: Whereas if we confider the thing rather e consre,
that by lighted lamps are meant good works, or eter-
nal fhining profeflion, according to that of Chrift,
Mat. v.  Let yourl:ght fo fhine before men,” &c. and
that by oil thould be meant faith; becaufe it is inward,
and
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and is the nourifhment of works and outward profef-
fion. And in this feafe fome of our divines do take
this {cripture; and the rhemilts likewife, who under-
ftand by lamps lighted, goud works; by il a good in-
tention: To which it is anfwered by Cartwright (that
burning and thining light of our times) that rather by
lamps lighted is to be underftood, *¢ watchful minds
« always lified up %a attending for the coming of
¢ Chrift,” according as it is ver. 13. And 1 doubt
not but this is one thing aimed at, that they * took
“ their lamps,” that is, were watchful for Chrift’s
coming. But when I weigh other circumflances, me-
thinks there is {omewhat elle more plainly and princi-

ally intended, of which { {carce read any divine, but
Ec gives a hiat of, viz. that*by lighted lamps, and
taking of them, is meant nothing elle but the readinefs

of the chuarches ‘to meet and to have fcllowihip with

the Lord Jefas. And my realons are thefe:

Becaufe the Lord Jefus to teach his people watch-
fulnefs, and to put them to a narrow fearch of them-
flves, borrows a fimilitude from the cuftom of thofe
times, wherein their marriages were celebrated in the
night, and hence the virgins (the only children of the
bride.chamber, and fome think their number never
exceeded ten) being to walk out in the night, took
their lamps: and when they had kindled their lamps
(ofually the laft thing that is done), now they are ready
to go out, and this is that which Chrift aims at.

2. From Luke xii. 35. ¢ Let your lvins be girt,
and lamps burning;” it is evident that thereby is meant
nothing elfe but readinefs to meet the L-rd whenever
he comes; for when loins are girt, then one is fit for
travel, but fecing it is in the night, hence lamps muft
be burning too. ’

3. Becaufe it is faid plainly, ver. 10. when their
lamps were kindled again, ** they that were ready
went in;”’ I know the word is called a lamp for our

F3 . feet,

LT
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feet, Pfal. cxix. and fo by lamps may be meant minds
enlightened and kindled by the word. The eminent
profeflion and excellencies of the church is like a lamp,
Ifa. Ixii. 1. and more particularly may be here inclu-
ded and aimed dt: but in this verfe lamps are fpoken
of in general, including light, oil, veflels; and hence
I give this general interpretation here, intending par-
ticulars if need be afterward : “So that now fhall only
raife this point.

SECT. IL
Doét. THAT all thofe that are efpoufed unto Chrift,

ought to be in a conftant or continual readinefs to
meet Chrift, and to have immediate communion with
Chrift.

" A woman may be efpoufed to another, and yet fhe
may be fometimes not ready to meet him, her foul ap-
parel is on. So here, therefore it is not-encugh to
be efpoufed unto Chrift, but being efpoufed, now you
ought to be in a continual readinefs to clafp the Lord
in your arms, and to lay your heads in his bofom in
heaven: This is commanded by Chrift, Mat. xxiv.
44.. This was the mighty power of God’s grace in
Paul, when others were weeping to think of his bonds,
« Why do you break my heart; I am ready not only
¢ to be bound, but to die for Chrift,”” and {fo doubt-
lefs to be with Chrift; much more ready to meet
Chrift whenever he fhall come, ready to welcome
death, much more ready to welcome Chrift, A&s
xxi. 13. This alfo is the end of John’s miniftry,
Luke i. x7. To make ready a people prepared for
the Lord, to meet with Chrift on earth; now he is
gone, our work is to prepare a people to meet the
Lord in heaven. Hence this is put in as the differ-
ence between veflels of wrath, and veflels of glory;
the one are fitted for deftrution, the others are fitted,

prepared, or made ready for glory, and the glory of
)
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a Chriftian is chiefly to enjoy fellowfhip immediately
with Jefus Chrift. There is many a foul dear unto
Chrift, and efpoufed to him, and has his heart af-
feled to think of the good time that is coming, when
we fhall ever be with the Lord: but afk, are you rea-

~ dy yet for to go to him, though it be through fires,
. waters, thorns, forrows, death itfelf? who can fay
. yes? but (fay mens hearts) fhut the Lord out a little
* longer, let not the door ftand open yet; yet this
~ mult be: And therefore for explication’s fuke, let
' me, 1. Shew you when the foul is in readinefs for the

Lord Jefus. 2. The reafons why there muft be a
continual readinefs.

SECT. IIL

ChQ,aeﬁ. WHEN is the foul in readinefs to enjoy
rift ?

4nf. As there are four things which make a Chrif-
tian unready, fo this readinefs confilts in four things
contrary.

1. That which makes a Chriftian unready for him,
are thofe ftrong fears, and jealoufies, and damping
doubts of the love of Carift to him. The foul hap-
ply has made choice of him, is content with him,
melts into wonderment and love to think that he

| fhould love him : what me? and Chrift has writ him

on his heart, and on the palm. of his bands; *“ But

- “Hrael faith, My God hath forfaken me, my God
- “hath forgotten me,” Ifa. xlix. 14. Is it poffible 2

is it credible ? one that has been fo vile, one that ftill

. has fuch a heart, for him to fet his heart on me?
- furely no: hence the foul is afraid to die, and defires

too much to live ftill : and the more he thinks of that
time, and bleflednefs of followiag the Lamb where-
ever he goes, the more he fears and fees this may
poflibly never be my portion: there may be fome .
falfenefs in my heart towards him that I never yet faw,

Fga fome
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fome fecret knmot that was never yet unloofed: and

hence not yet ready. Hence many a Chriftian faith,

if I had a little more aflurance let him come when he

will: Thus fome think it was with Hezekiah, who

though he walked before God with a perfe& heart,

yet bitterly complained that he was cut off, Ifa. xxxviii.

per totum. So therefore then the foul is ready and
prepared for him, when he has fome comfortable af-

{yrance of the love of Chrift towards him, that it can

fay, if I live he loves me, though he kills me by death, .

yet I know that he loves me : hay, then he loves me

moft, when he puts an end to my fins, and to my
forraws too: And therefore now faith, as one ready

to receive a prince, Now let him come to me, or

fend for me when he will: why fo? ¢« Who can fepa.

<« rate me from the love of Chrift?? Rom. viii. 35.

That look, as it is with a foldier that isto go to

war, where many bullets’ and arrows are like to fali

about him, and that while he has no armour on; call

him to the captain, and he will fay he is not ready

yet, but when he has his armour of proof on, and

.fuch armour that he knows, let him receive never fo
-many wounds, yet he fhall efcape with his life, and
triumph with his captain afierward : Now give him

but his watch-word, he is ready, though never fa

weak, yet I am fure I fhall efcape with my life, nay

not fo much as hurt. So a Chriftian wanting his af-

furance, wants his armour ; he is weak, and powers of

darknefs will affault him, and he is flain by them,

now he is unready ; but if aflured, though weak and

feeble, he is now at Chrift’s watch-word, I know I

~ 4hall live, I may fall, but I fhall rife again; this puts
'courage and {pirit into a Chriftian, Dan. iii. 17, 18.
Heb. xi. 35. ‘Others were tormented, (and fo rea-

dy) ¢ set accepting deliverance;” why fo? to « ob-

¢ tain a better refurreétion,” which they are faid to fee

by the eye of faith, and this was by poor, weak wo.

men ; therefore labour for this, elie not prepar;‘ed.

- The
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The Lord would have his people look death ard dan.
gers in .the face, and triumph in forrows, and not
faint-hearted, (which cannot be done without this) -
thet the world may fee that there is more than men

. in them, 2 Cor. iv. 16, 17, 18. and v. 1. Who would
. be without this? yet may we not conmiplain, as Chrift
.- of his difciples, *-Oh foolith and flow of heart to
| “ believe all that is written,” fo many promifes yet not
aflured, fo meny experiences yet not cftablithed, and
.« therefore mot yet prepared and ready for the coming
. of the Lord? A man that has a fair eftate and houfe .
" befallen him, fo long as he is in fuit for it, dares not
! dwell in it, but makes a fhift where he is: but then
ke is ready when quiet pofleffion is given him. Se
get the Lord te pafs {entence for affurance of your
everlafting habitation, then are you ready to dwell
therein.

2. Thea a man is unprepared for the Lord Jefus
Ms coming, while he wants affeCtions fuitable to the
majelty, and according to the worth and love of the
lord Jefus. Suppofe a woman knows her hufband’s
love, yet if fhe have loft her love to him, or if the love
kim, it is only as fhe loves another man, not according
to the worth of her hufband’s perfon, or the greatnefs
of his love : Is the fit now to appear before him, when
ro heart to receive him ? fo although you queftion-not
. Chrifts love to you, and thank God you doubt little
of it, yet where is your heart? your love to him? have
you not loft your love, your firlt love, or fecond love?
| # yonhave love it is not divided to other things, ag
l wife, child, friends, hopes of provifion for them, and
| too mach care hereupon for that? -or if you do love
i him, it s with a carnal love, he is no more thana luft

hath had, and it may be not fo much, it is with-a cold
love; now you are unfit for him: hence the Lerd,
Loke xxi. 33. « Take heed your hearts be not overs
charged,” 1 Pet. iv. 7. Now therefore then the foul
% prepared to meet Chrift, when if the foul has lof
its .
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its affeftions, it recovers them out of the hands of all
creatures that ftole them away from Chrift, and hence
. David prays, ¢ Oh fpare that I may recover my
¢ ftrength :» and when it breaks out with fuch love
to Chrift as is fitting for him, 2 Tim. iv. 8. there is
the righteous Judge ready to give the crown, when
Chrift’s appearing is loved, that is, they are fo taken
with him, as that they love the looks of him, it would
rejoice my heart to {ee, which fhall make others trem-
ble to behold him: Oh it muft be a dear love, a
fpring of running love without meafure, for this is
the difference between affe®ions of faints and hypo-
crites to Chrilt, the one arifes like a morning-dew
which is foon licked up by the fun, Hof. vi. 4. the heat
of affetions after other things licks it up; but the
love of faints to Chrift is like a fpring which riles to
everlafting life ; a fpring is but little, but yet the far-
ther it goes, the wider it is, till at laft fwallowed up
in the fea, and there is no meafure of water: fo
faints have but a little love, but the longer they live,
the more enlarged for Chrift, and there 'is no mea-
fure, but all is too little, they never can, never do
love enough, fo that look as it is faid in another cafe,
Plalm cii. 13, 14. “ It is time for thee to build up
< Jerafalem,” that is, to return to thy people in thy
¢ ordinances, for ¢ they love the ftones;” fo then it
is time for Chrift to come, and then the fit and fet
time is come for a people to meet with Chrift outof -
ordinances, when the fet time is come when they love
ordinances, and love Chrit much more. When 8
man is gone beyond fea, and all his friends and eftate
are.at home, they long for him, and he is left among
enemies: Why comes he not to them? why fend they
not for him? why they know he. ig fickly, and cannot
live on the diet of the country; hence he, is unfit
to come; but when once that is come to pafs,
that he can live only on it, then he is ready whenever

they fend : fo when men can live with, and be wﬂ;
ten
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teat alone with Chrift and his love, now they are fit.
With what face can a man appear before Chrift, when
he requires nothing but love, and he has not that.

3. Then a man is unready for Chrift, while he
negle&ts the work of Chrift, for fuppofe a man has fome
inward love to Chrift, yet negleéts and has no heart
to do the work of Cbhrift : he is as yet no more fit to
meet Chrift, than a flteward who has had much be-
trofted him, to improve for his Lord’s ufe, and he
bas let all feafons go wherein he might have traded
for him, and gained fomewhat to him« How can he
sppear before him when no fair account is to be feen;
fo the Lord has betrufled thee with many talents,
times, firength, means, &c. and you are not lords,
but flewards of all thefe. Now do you not let many
fair feafons and winds blow by ? you have (if efpoui-
ed to Chrift) every man fome work. Now how can
you ftand before Chrift, if that be negle&ted ? Oh thus
it is with many Chriflians ; hence thofe fad alarms
of confcience, and fhaking of God’s Spirit, after many
leofe days dipt in fome good duties. What doft
thou that others do not that never fhall fee God’s face
in heaven ? ' '

Now, therefore, then the foul is ready for the Lord;
when it is daily atit, finifhing God’s work : hence
John xvii. 5. ¢ I have finithed my work, now glorify
“me.”” Chrift has given us our lives® work, day’s
work, every hour’s work; for Chrift has ever em-
ployment ; now though a foul may live long, and
cannot finith its life’s work, yet if it finifh its day’s
work, or hour’s work, it may have comfort then if the
Lord fhould come. That look as it is with a mari-
ner when he has his freight, now let the wind compe
to drive him out of the haven, he is ready to depart :
fo here, 2 Pet.i. 8, 9, 10, 11. “ If ye do thele things,
“and abound, an open entrance fhall be miniftred
“ unto you;” that is, when a Chriftian is ever a&ting for
Chrift, and adding one grace to another in his courfe,

: - then
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then he is fo ready that an open entranse is made for
him : Therefore look- after this. It is with moft pro-
feflors commonly, as it is with 2 womaa that loves
her hufband, and begins to drefs herfelf, but fo much
bufinels to do, that the doth it but by ftarts ; hence
call her never {o late, the will fay fhe is not yet ready,
ihe has {o much to do the canpot; {o it is here : eor,
as it is in @ houfe where all things are in a lumber,
' and many things wrapt up and put into holes ; fo long
as all things be in a lumber, there is no readinmefs.
So many a foul has a heart fit to receive Chrift,
but all things are in a lumber, in a confufion, out of
place and order, and hence not yet ready to eater-
tain Chrift, but when this work is done, then ready.
Qi1 betimes do this work, fet things to right in your
fouls. '

4. Then a man is unready, when having done his
work he grows puft up with it: for let all the three
former be wrought in the foul, if now the foul be puft
up, thinks highly of itfelf, attributes any thing to it-

-felf: as he faid in another cale, ¢¢ they are too many
« for the Lord;” fo he is too big for the Lord.—
And truly thus we fhall find it is pretty eafy to be mean
in our.own eyes, after we have been indeed carelefs
and vile before the Lord; but when the Lord has
mightily afflitted, enlarged, aflured, enabled, com-
forted, quickened, now to be as nothing, this is diffi-
cuit. Hence Knox on his death-bed had this tempta-
tion of meriting :' when Hezekiah was fick, he was caft
down, but when well, and God gave him great trea-
fures, his heart was lifted up, now he was unfit.
Now, therefore, when a Chriftian is ready to give all
to free grace, and to adore that, now he is ready for
the. Lord, Pfalm cviii. 1. ¢« My heart is prepared, I
« will fing and gve praife.” God’s lalt end is to
bring the-foml to the praife of the riches of his grace,
not only to enjoy God -as Adam. Now the great
reafon why Chrift comes not to his people prefently

after



’ TEN VIRGINS. 93

after they are efpoufed to him, it is to make them rea-
dy to attain that end. Hence he leaves fin, tempta-
tions, forrows, defertions, on purpofe that they may
at conclufion look back, and fee if ever faved, par.
doned, it is grace. ‘Now therefore when the foul is
brought te do this, when he has this rent in his hand,
| now the Lord is ready to receive him, and it too, and
i he is prepared for the Lord: he that has not his reat
 ready, himfelf is not as yet at all ready to meet with,
| and fee his landlord. So that you think.you boaft
| mot, O the Lord fees you do, or have not hearts fo
enlarged towards grace as you fhould, it is certain you
are yet nnready then; but when empty, and poor,
and caft down, and makeft an infinite matter of a fmall
fin, and fetteft a high price on a little love, much
more on infinite, now you are prepared: hence David
 falls a praifing when near to death, and the Lord near
to ome to him.

SECT. IV.

} Reafon 1. THE law of refpe€t and love requires
this of ng: when Peter would exprefs his love unto
Chrit, Luke xxii. 33" he profeffes he was ¢ not only
“ ready to go to prifon, but to die with him.” Chrift
has poor refpe& and love if men will not fo much as
be alway ready to receive him: it certainly argues a

' arelels heart that flights Chrift, that is not ever pre-
pred to receive Chrift. -

2. Becaufe the time of Chrift’s coming is then
when we leaft look for him, ver. 13. Hence a Chril-
lian ought to be ever ready to receive him. Many of
eminent parts, -when the church had meoft need of
them, then are cut down: many at their firft conver.
fion, before they or others almoft could tell what to
make of them, the Lord hath cropt them in the bud.
Men find their hearts unfit and unready; they think
htm)pon that hereafter they fhall get their hearts jn.

- to
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to better order and tune, when thefe bufineffes are
over, but yet will live at liberty a little while :* why
then it is moft likely is the Lord’$ time of coming,
even now when they think leaft of it, Luke xii. g0.
3. Becaufe the Lord has fet apart every one that
is efpoufed to the Lord Jefus, only for the fruition
of Chrift, and ufe of Chrift, 1 Cor. iii. laft. ¢ You are
«¢ Chrift’s, and Chrilt is God’s.” A woman that
is not chofen, nor fet apart for the fellowthip of:a
prince, the may go how fhe will, and do what the
will, any bale drudgery work ; but fhe that is chofen
to be next unto him, and oaly to behold and love
him, fhe is not to plead fhe has fo much bufinefs to
do, and fo many friends to fpeak with, that fhe can-
not make herfelf ready : fhe is fet apart for a better
perfon, and for more noble employment. So here
men of the world not loved of God, nor chofen and
fet apart for him, may do what they will: but when
the Lord has chofen and fet you apart of purpofe for
this end, Ephef. i. 4. ¢ Chofen to be holy before
 him in love,” that is, to ftand ever in his prefence
before him, with a fpirit of deareft love unto him.
Hence the Lord has taken the care of all things elfe,
1 Pet. v. 4. that we might mind and do this
thing ; if in danger, he will deliver; if in want, he
will provide ; if weak, he will ftrengthen: only now
be ready for the Lord, Plalm xlv. 10. ¢ Forget thy
“ country, and thy father’s houfe, fo thall the Lord
< defire thy beauty.” You are not now free to love
and follow whom you pleafe, the Lord has bound
you to himfelf by love, and you have bound yourfelf
by promife to the Lord again: Therefore now a
Chriftian after once efpoufed to Chrift, is better than
-all the world, being the bride of the Lamb; and he
has a better and greater good for to enjoy : therefore
_ he fhould fcorn and abhor to match himfelf to, or to
do any thing for any other creature, and there, me-
thmks, fhould fic-as one upon a watch-tower, looking
out,
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out, and telling the clock now day is near, waiting
only: for Chrift; O let it be fo: If in heaven, you
fhall have only Chrift, O prepare for him much
more now. As a woman that is matched to a rich
man, all the fervants attend on her, and follow her,
fhe is wholly and only for her bufband : fo it thould
be here.

4. Becaufe he has prepared and made all things elfe
ready for the foul, it is hard if be has prepared a place
in heaven, and grace in heaven, not to prepare an
heart, and make it ready for him, John xiv. 1, 2, 3.
his kingdom was ready long ago, and his Father ready
to accept and entértain thee, and his heart loves and
defires, all are ready after thee: hence be ready to
meet with hm. < I am my Beloved’s.”

SECT. V.

Ufe LI-IENCE fee the great unkindnefs of many
a foul immediately after his efpoufing to Jefus Chrift,
who having once given himfelf to Chrift, and receiv-
ed comfort thereby, prefently grows more carelefs
than before he was matched unto the Lord Jefus, who
thould now ftand in a holy watchfulnefs and readinefs
to receive Chrift, as it is, Plalm lxxxv. 8. ¢ Let them
“ not turn again to folly,” becaufe they are apt fo to do.
Many fay when in fome diftrefs, and after long wait-
ing, if the Lord would pity once, then happy I; I
would give away any thing, all I have unto him: well,
the Lord pities the foul when in its low eftate, and
then it blefles God, but like the Ifraelites, foon forgets

" his works, his love, and after great peace from Gad,

comes greateft careleflnefs : can this ftand with grace,
and Chrift ? very hardly; but yet it may, for there
are two things that make for it.

1. Becaufe at firft converfion there is much feek-
ing of Chrift, for healmg the horror and fmart of fin, as
well as for the cunng of the wound and fcar of fin:

) hence

.
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hence when efpoufed, and horror being paft, that wheel
being breken, 2 man draws more heavily now, sed
neglefts feeking; now the knife is out of his’heast,
he cries not fo earneftly. .

2. Becaufe when efpoufed, and much affeted, com.
monly a man trufis to his affeftions, whea he has a
fulnefs of them: hence the Lord lets Satan prevail.
Luke xxii. 31, 32. * Satan hath defired to winsow
* thee as wheat,” and ‘I (faith Peter) am ready to
¢ die with thee;” but you {ee he fell, and then whea
the Lord looked upon him, he ¢ went out and wept
¢ bitterly:”” How thamefully halt thou fallen, fhould
any love him more than you if ever he pity? well,
for his name-fake he has done it. But how oft haft
thou broken covenant? how forgetful of the Lord’s
kindnefs? The Lord looks upon thee this day, why
haft thou fo foon forgot me, and ferfaken me? have I
not taken thee from the dung-hill, nay from hell? and
. whereas [ had {o many thoufands to fet my love om,
I chofe thee, and whereas theu couldeft not love me
when I offered mylelf, thou couldeft not return me
Jove again, I gave it therefore to thee, yea and have
given myfelf to thee forever: Haft thou thus forgottea
me, when as I take little wrongs from thee more
heavily’ than great ones from others? O that this
might make you go out and mourn bitterly: fo if ever
you have tafted that love as Peter did, Chrift’s looks
will humble you. |

Ufe 2. Hence fee the realon why {ome godly pecple
die o uncomfortably, and with fuch diftrefs of fpirit;
why, they have ngt lived in an expeftation of Chrift,
and hence they cry out themfelves, not knowing whe-
ther they go, infomuch as fome have not been com-
forted by all former experiences, and by all prefent
confolations of minifters: Q mno, it is new tos late
to {peak, they thank them for their love, but God has
otherwife thought of themn; yet if any hope be given
them it is ever picked out from fome word, aand they

cry
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. cry, O I'thirflt for a little mercy, and then die; and
- what is the reafon of it; what need I fpeak? ‘Them.

felves will tell you, and have done it, O I hage lived
thus and thus before you, but my heart in fetret hag
gone after the world, &c. I have negleéted the Lord
fecretly, I have feldom thought of, or prepared for
death, and I had thought to have been better, buf
the Lord has met with me: I know violence of dif-
eale may do it fometime, but I fpeak how it is many

* times; whereas otherwife an open entrance fhould be

made, 2 Pet. i. 8, 9, 10, 11. And as.it has been with
fome, fo take warning left it be fo with you; you may
be faved alive, yet to fuffer wreck con the fhore is un-

. comfortable; and know it, if your conicience be
. dwake, it cannot but be fo. Therefore do not conclude

they were damned without Chrift, but they were not
made ready for Chrift; and it may be your time draws
nigh, and what have you to fay? now a world for half
i an hour will a dying diftrefled man fay.

Ufe 3. Is of a Four-fold exhortation, to all thofe
elpecially that the Lord has efpoufed to himfelf.

CHAP. VIIl. SECT. L
A Four-fold Exbortation to Believers.

Exbort. 1. TO quicken up all thofe doubting,
drooping, yet fincere hearts, that

much queftion the love of Chrift to them, now to ufe
alkdilizence to make their calling, and eletion, and
the love of Chrift fure to them, not but that it is fare
~on Chrift’s part, bat make it fure on your part too;
elfe how can you be in a readinefs to meet the Lord
;JCrUS; while the ftrong man keeps the palace, the
- goods be in peace ;~but when Chrift hath once driven
;Satan out of his throne, then nothing fometimes but
, war, but doubts and fears: Satan told God to his face,

. Job ferved him not for nought, much more the fo?‘l it
elf;

|
F
i
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felf : and fome divines think the very firlt ingredient
of Satan’s poifon, and the firlt affault on Chrift him-
felf, Mat. iv. was by feeking to make him doubt
of his fonfhip, ¢ If-thou be the Son of God,” &ec.
-Aund his wiles are here very great, that hence very

few living Chriltians have any fettled comfortable -

evidence of God’s eternal love to them-in his Son: and
hence many fad events fellow. How can any blefs
the Lord for that love which he knows not of ? many
fad evemts follow. How can any blefs the Lord
for that love which he khows not of? many times it

is with a man’s doubts drooping from his mind, as it

is with his continual dropping on his lungs, there
is a daily confuming of what once was; that many a
Chriftian doubts away his life, his heart, his firength,
and when all is wafted, glad now to return to that
where he fhould" at firlt have begun. And hence in
one word, he is made every day unready for Chrilt.,
O therefore quiet not yourfclves in that eftate, as I
fear too many do (at lealt for a time) it is ene of the
mo't dangerous eftates that can be, to be troubled with
weak fears, and yet reft in uncertain hopes; but bring
it to a conclufion, Is the Lord Jefus mine or no? and
if he be yours, and his love yours, fee it, that you may
trample on the neck of death, and triumph over hell,
and the grave, and long to be with the Lord, and love
the appearing of the Lord, and go away with joy un-
+{peakable and full of glory out of this world, as to
your wedding; and if there be any hope of getting it,
who would be without it 2 fome of you, it may he,
have a long time been carelefs in feeking for
it, hence want it, fome of you have been traders
with the Lord long, and yet doubt ; fome of you have
not clear evidence, but content yourfelves without be-
ing thankful to the Lord for what he hath done for
you, hence flill doubt. Others have grey hairs on
your head, or at lealt are near your graves, the bat-
¢ is near, your armour is not on, you are not yet
ready,

-
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realy, and fo ftill deubt. I remember what Chrift
faid of Mary:s box, ‘¢ the prepared that for his buri-

j*“al;” it may be that thefe truths may be prepared

for your approaching departure; and therefore light

_your lamps at this fire, and light of the Lord’s love

-to you, and fee that indeed he loves thee.

" Objeét. But why do you perfuade to this, till the

:Spirit comes and fpeaks it? How can I fee it?

4af. 1. It is true the Spirit only can do it, but .

'yet the fame Spirit that feals the ele&, the fame Spi-

:Tit commands the ele& not to fit idle, and dream of

‘the Spirit, but to ufe all diligence to make it fure;

‘and you fhall never have it (unlefs you lay hold on

‘a fancy for it) on thofe terms. '

L 2. Though there is an immediate witnefs of the
pirit, of the love of Chrift, yet it doth moft ufually
nd firftly witnefs by means. And hence I fhall give -

¥ou means looking only to the Spirit of Chrift to fet
em on. KEvangelical® precepts have a power: For

golpel-miniftration of the Spirit confifts not only of
ries, and promifes, but commands, and the ele&
kel them : Hence carnal men under the law, yet pre-
tending gofpel, will profels the law is preached when
lo any evangelical duty, becaufe they feel not the
power of the gofpel, being not yet under it. And the
means I fhall mention, are only general, to-eftablifh
the hearts of fome. ' '
Adeans 1. Make a fad enquiry firft of this, whether
the Lord hath loved thee for his own everlafting
rame-fake or no; for if the Lord hath loved thee for
bis caufe, then thy great objettion will be anfwered,
ind. that deep valley will be filled. How can the

Lord love me that am thus vile before God, and fal-

en from God ? why'if the Lord for his own fake hath

pved thee, then 3as no good in thee moved him to
pve thee, fo no fin which he did know was and would.

Je in thee can quench tHat love; and if he hath ma-

nfefted his love to be grounded on this, though but

: Gz . : once,
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once, that fame night when thoun changeft is not chan-
ged, but is flill as dear to him, and ever before him
to move him to love thee ftill, Rom. xi. 2. The
apoftle anfwers a cavil, « Will God caft away his
¢ people 7 No, faith he, none that he foreknew; and
who are thefe ? verfe 5. “ A remnant according to
¢ grace, as with us;” that is, God hath for his grace-
fake cholen and. called, without refpe&t of any thing
elfe: Hence that is to be underftood, 1 Sam. xii. 21,
22. For there are two forts of people in the church:
1. Servants. 2. Sous, John viii. 35. Hence there is
a double love the Lord manifefts to men.

¥. Some he loves as fervants, that as we hire fome
men to do our work, and give them meat and wages,
and then turn them out of doors, or let them go : fo
God hath work to be done, for his fons and faints,
and for many reafons hires wicked men to do it, cither
by giving them reward in this life, or hopes of reward
hereafter, and when the work is done, and vfe made
of their gifts, graces, fpirits, then turns them out. of
doors. :

But 2. Some he loves‘ as fons, even the moft foolith
and weak in the world fometimes: hence not for
any fervice they can do, but for his own fake he will
give them an inheritance, and love them as fons, be«
caufe he will ; thefe abide ever in the Lord’s love:
Hagar and Ifhmael caft out, Sarah and Ifaac ftay in
the family. . .

Quefs. How fhall I know that ?

Anf. 1. If the Lord loves thee for his name-fake;
it will draw thee to that fellowthip with himfelf, - that
whatever thou wanteft, thou wilt feek for it hence,
by prefenting that name of God, that for his own fake
he would fupply : I know the Lord loves for Chrifty
fake ; but why fhould Chrift help for his name-fake :
For thus many hypocrites think when they fee God®
anger againft them for their fin, they feek to remove
fin, and when that is done, think God is at peacd
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* and now all is well. They fee the Lord is delighted
with the obedience of his people, hence fall to that
work, and now think the Lord is pleafed with them.
But if ever the Lord loves any man, he will firlt ftop

- his mouth, whether Jew or Gentile, Rom. iii. 19.
and make him on his kneces know there is no reafon
Jfor it, nay all reafon againft it. Now has not the
Lord brought thee to this? and heace having nothing
to quench God’s.anger, but Chrift, hait held up him
before God, and having nothing to move Chrift, haft
beld up his name before him, and here haft refled thy

+wearied heart looking to him, if any grace be begua.
in thee, that he would perfett it; if none, that he would
begia it; if unfit and unworthy, to prepare thee for it,
only for his own good pleafure : this is one evidence

,ofit. As it is in fome feals, you can hardly perceive

:in the feal what is ingraven there, but fet it on wax,

I'you may fee it evidently : fo here, hardly can you

ke the Lord’s love for his own fake ; if thou cleaveft
with deareft affeCtion to this love for its own fake ;

‘there thou art fafe, Prov. xviii. 10. “ The name of

!“ the Lord is a flrong tower,” &c. and this is not
only at firlt converfion, but ever after all duties, all

'lt::argcments, Ezek. xvi. laft. And this does evidence

e :
¥ 1. Becaufe if thou hadft the righteoufnefs of angels,
thou would(t think it a good evidence, but this of
Chrift is a thoufand times dearer.

2. This is a fetting of God againft himfelf; that is,
to anfwer himfelf; and hence faints, in all their ftraits
ad forrows, hither had recourle ; I fpeak not now of
'temporal bleflings, but of .everlaiting love, and all the
fruits of it, that here it hangs. Now, I fay, you
%e built on a rock, higher than all .powers of dark-
™fs; now a key is put into thy hand, to unlock ail -
God's treafure ; mow thou art in the very lap of love,
'wrapt up‘ia it, when here thy heart refts: and there-
' G3 . . fore
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fore if this be thus, fee it, and wonder his name has
moved him to love me.

2. You fhall find this, if the Lord for his name-fake
loves thee, there is not any carriage or paffage of pro-
vidence of him to thee, but he gets himfelf a pame
firft or laft by it : for if this be God’s end, every paffage.
of providence is. but a means to this end: hence he
will attain this end by every att of his providence to-
wards thee: hence you fhall find that thofe very
fins that difhonour his name, he will even by them
(and if by them, by all things elfe) get himfelf a name,
Jie will be fo far from cafling thee out of his love,
that he will do thee good by them. Thofe very fins
that God damns others for, he will make to humble
thee, empty thee. Pharifees perfecuted Chrift, and
. loft all for it; Paul was fo, and it humbled him all
his life, ¢ Not worthy to be called an apoftle, becaufe
<« I perfecuted the church of God;’’ and it made him
lay up all his wealth in mercy; I was received to
" ¢ mercy,” 1 Tim.i. Mary fins much, and God for-
gives much, and {he loves much; others finned much,
and God hardened much; Judas betrays Chrift, and
repents, and hangs himfelf, and flies from him ; Peter
denies him, and weeps, and hence he is the firft that
preaches him. "And this is certain, in the beft hypo-
crite, fins left in him, either never make him better,
but blind and harden him, and he has his diftinc-
tions of infirmity, &c. that he flights them day by
day, till all his days are run out; or if any good,
it is no more than Judas, or Cain, fome legal ter-
rors, or other light flathes of comfort, but to be
more humble indeed, &c. this he finds not. Now is
it not fo with thee ? Doth not thy weaknefs firengthen
thee with Paul? Doth not thy blindnefs make thee
- cry for light 2 and thofe cries have been heard, out
of darknefs God has brought light. Thou haft felt
venom and rifings of heart againft Chrift, and do they
not make thee loath thyfelf more ? that thou -thinkeft

never
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never any fo beholden to grace ? Do not thy falls into
fin make thee more weary of it, watchful againft it,
long to be rid of it? And fo fin abounds, but grace
abounds : Why thould this be fo? For his name-fake,
becaufe he will love thee; hence it is fo great and un-
matchable, that he will make thy poifon thy food, thy
death thy life, thy damnation falvation, thy very
greateft enemies thy greateft friends. And hence
Mr. Fox faid he thanked God for his fins more than
his good works. I have marvelled at God’s dealings
with his pzople, they depart, and ftay long, and care
not for returning again; in that time a mighty power
teaches, humbles, brings back, when they never
thought of it. O the reafon is God will have his
pame : now if thus, your aflurance will be firong and
conftant, but if you build thus, I have done this, &c.
1 have that, your aflurance will not fland ; therefore
look and fee, if it be not thus with you.

Means 2. Take heed you do not build your affur-
ance from a mingled covenant of works and grace, for
this is the frame of divers when they lie under the firit
covenant only of doing, they will not take this as any
evidence, as they have no reafon fo to do, Rom. ix. 31.
Nor when a man lies under the fecond covenant of

- believing barety, and if it be a dead faith, they have

no evidence or reafon fo to do. Hence they mingle
the covenants, and think thus; If I can believe in
Chrift, and perform univerfal cbedience to all the
commands of God, I fhall be fafe ; hence fet upon the
obfervance of both; and finding they can never do
them, efpecially the latter, hence are ever troubled,
and never have any fettled peace. Hence thole Ga-
latians Paul writes to, pecverting and mingling the co-
venants, were troubled, Gal. i. 7. & v. 12. Not, belov-
ed, but that whoever bchcves and performs univerfal ,
obedlence, evangelically, to the whole law, Le cannot
but do well ; and he that does it not, but lives in any
one fin, let him evidence his faith 1f he can. But I
fpeak when a man fubmits to it, fub forma federis, if I
4 can
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can do it, and becaufe I cannot do it, hence doubt:

* Hence gather your evidence of God’s love primarily

and chicfly from your fubjection to the fecond covenant,
Gal. vi. 16. ** Peace on them that walk according to
¢ this rule;” for Adam’s righteoufnefs that did tie
him to God, it brake; hence no life, nor evidence
from that; but faith is an everlafting, invincible grace,
upheld by the mighty power of God, and hence here
will be everlailing evidence and peace, ‘1 Pet. i. 8.
¢ Whom though we fee not, yet believing, we re-
¢ joice.”™ 0b&j-&. Is a Chriftian then free from the
law? Anf. Yes, he is free from it as a.covenant:
hence though it be broken by him, he is not caft out
of covenant, or favour, but he is not free from it as
a rule, from which if he {werves he is to call himfelf,
not God’s love into queftion: Why ? becaufe it has
pleafed the Father in another covenant to offer life,
give life, and hence only to evidence life. Whatever
the law requires I have, at that inftant I did believe,
1 performed it in a Saviour by faith: and that I my-
felf may do every tittle of it, I come unto a Saviour
for it by faith; fo that when Satan obje€ts you have
no Chrift, nor love of a Chrift, becaufe na faith, and
no faith becaufe you cannot do this or that. Anfwer,
I cannot do it indeed, I never undertook it to have life
or love thus, but I have done it in another, and I can
do all things by Chrift, if he will help me, under
whofe grace I lie, and hence will be fo far from
doubting, that I will rejoice .in mine infirmities, that
I am a fit fubje&t for the power and grace of Crriit
to thew itfelf upon. Thus retire to the fecond cove-
nant ever, if ever you would get any fettled peace. -
And from neglet of this flows a world of unpeace-
ablenefs in many a fpirit, ever complaining, and why ?
I cannot do this or that, never peace now; but can-
not you lie under the Lord, that he would help? keep
here, and keep your peace here.

Qbject. But many a Chriftian that retires tither
hath no peace, and fo have I done, yet find none?

Anf.
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“Anf. Tt is then upon a double ground which you
gre to avoid: either, 1. Becaule you have faith, but you
imprifoa your faith, you put out the eyes, and fhackle
the feet of faith; for faith will conquer and triumph
over all fins, and fears of the world, if at liberty, 1 John
v. 4, like a mafter in a fhip, if he cannot fave the fhip
one way, let him have liberty, he will by another. If it .
be objeéted, yon have departed fromn Chrift, what have
you to do with him; I’ll return faith faith to my firft
hufband. Odject. But he is angry with you. Aaf
If he be angry for my departure from him, I will not
provoke him more by flaying here; who knows but
he may repent? OQéject. But you cannot go to him
with all your heart. A4nf. True, yet I'll look to him
to draw me. Object. But you feel nothing. Anf.
Yet I will wait. 0Odjeét. But you will wait in vain.
Sill I will look he would keep me from that.
Now ftop at any of thefe, trouble comes, fuffer it to
thift, it will fnd reft. As it is with the anchor, let
it down but little, the {lip drives; but let it down at
full length, it will ride in florms; then it is wreftling
of faith that gets the blefling, where oppofition makaes
the foul take fafter hold; as it was with Jacob. Thae
woman of Canaan got it thus.

Or 2. It is becaufe they look for another kind of
faith, and hence own not, as the Jews the Meffiah,
they made account to have received him in flate, and
be came low; fo men look for a fuperlative faith,
bat want it. But thus the foul efpoufed to Chrift, fo
{ong as marriage-covenant lafts, the may conclude of
ove.

Means 3. Do not fear the love of Chrift is not to-
ward you becaufe he hides his face, and departs fome-
times from you; hufbands remain fo when they de-
part, and leave the houfe for many a day, and it is
fimple to fay he is not my hufband now. So here,
the Lord loves his people, yet departs, 1fa. liv. 1, 2,
34y 5, 6, 7, and truly it is very hard when inward
blows, and fad defertions, and outward miferies, and

Bo
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no Chrift found, though fought for. But how fhall I

then know and difcern his love? Ans: Many things

might be faid this way; only one thing obferve, whe.-

ther thy love remains ftill to him for himfelf? for it

is a rule that moft commonly a Chriftian’s pureit and

deareft love appears in Chrifl’s abfence from him,

As it is with friends, while with us we love them,
but when gone, we feel that love more quick than be.

fore. Jerufalem lies in the duft, and now the very
duft is beloved, Pfal. cii. 13, 14. and if it be fo, it is
certain we love him becaufe he loved us, and we con-

tinue to love him, becaufe he continues to love us,
ow look then if thy love do not appear, 1. In
mourning for his ablence. 2. In longing for his pre-
fence. 3. In blefling him for a little that js left of
himfelf, as fecing fuch want of him; and is not this
for himfelf to have his company again, that though
Ged gives thee all other things, yet when thou comett
to confider the Lord is gone, this ftrikes near, as
when Chrift departed away, John xvi. 5, 6. But be.
caufe love may be benumbed, and lie dead, therefore
try it at time of parting, and put thy heart thus to it:
if he be none of thine, then take thy fill in thy fin,
and forfake him: no beloved, here you fhall fee the
heart will yield and melt, John xiii. 3, 4, 5,6, &c.
and it will fay, Lord let me never fin more againft
thee, though never faved by thee. And take it for a
rule, do not think the Lord has left off his love to
you when you depart from him, and he from you:
but lying in your departures, O that is fad;- but re-
turn again, it comforts the Lord’s heart, efpecially-
when it is for himfelf, not for peace and falvation,
but though he never faves me, O yet I will look after
him. : )

Means 4.. Look to the tender-heartednefs of the
Lord Jefus; for {beloved) all the doubts of Chriftians
arile chiefly from this head, from a hard opinion of
Chrift, which Satan fuggefls, as at firlt, Gen. iii. 5.

that
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that fo tfxey might take in his wares. God’s people
do not know the tender-heartednefs of the Lord

" Jefus; Satan prefents him only in wrath, when any

threats are fpoken, all thefe are mine, falth the foul,
&c. And now if any woman lives with a man tbat
is of a hoggifh, churlifh difpofition, fhe will be ever
doubting of his love. Men do not know it I fay; and
hence when any mifery or trouble comes, they grow
]ealous of him, which the Lord takes exceeding ill,
Deut. i. 27.

Rueft. How fhall 1 know that tender-heartednefs of
Chrit ?

Anf. By his carriage towards men when he was
here on earth, for now he is in heaven in glory, and
we know not what his difpofition is: therefore his life
on earth was the living looking-glafs of his heart for
ever. In four things.

1. Never any came to him that he caft away, what-
ever their forrows or fins were, but healed them every
one, if they came to him with their miferies: for in
healing their miferies, he did but fhew his readinefs to
heal them of their fin; hence Matthew applies that,
Matt. viii. 17. ¢ He bare our infirmities.”

2. When men came to him for bye ends, not for
himfelf chiefly, he rebukes them for it, and fhews
he was more ready to nge himfelf, than bread to
them, John vi. 27.

3. Thofe that were loft, and ﬁck and mlfcrable,
and came not to him, he went up and down to feek
and fave them, the ¢ loft fheep,” Luke xix: ro.

4. Thofe that would none. of his love, he pitied
and had compaffion on their mifery and fin; as en .
them that were fheep without a fhepherd; he mourn-
ed for the hardrefs of their hearts; he wept over Je-
rufilem. Now look upon Chrift the fame ftill: thou
comeft to him in fecret to take away all iniquity, to
give thee himfelf; tell me, doft thou think the Lord if

‘here would rejet thee ever.” 2. But I dare not re-

ceive
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ceive him. Anf. Thou wilt take bread from him dai-
ly, and he is more willing to give himfelf. - 3. Thou
canft pot come to him, nor find him, but only {ome-
times, nor fee him; well, but then he will feek thee
out. 4. O butl oft reje&t: yet he pities thee flill. ’
O think of this compaffion of Chrift, and make him
s if prefent; it is a {pecial means to eftablith the
heart in believing.

Means 5. Learn to know when you are bound not to
give way to your fear of God’s love; for fometimes it
18 the cafe of many a precious foul, that he has clear
evidence of Gud’s love to him: and what is there
againft it? nothing but a fear, what if I fhall be de-
ceived when all is done? and hence the heart finks
exceedingly. As fome women that have fpecial love,
if once they take a jealoufy of their hufband, it is .
never removcd: So here.

Quefs. H)w fhall 1 know this?

4dnf. Firit, If thofe fears thou haft, drive thee
farther from Chrift, it is clear you are then to caft
.them off: thole fears that caufe fin are finful, but to
be driven from Chrift is finful, Luke v. 9, 10. * Lord
¢t depart from me, I am finful:” ¢ Fear not,” faith
Chrift, 1 Sam. xii. 20. they were ready to caft off
all, « Fear not” faith he; think of this, what it is you
get by nurfing up thofe fears, they hinder your joy
in, and your love to Chrift; your blefling of Chrif,
caufe a dead difcouraging heart:- nay, though they
drive you to Chrifl one way, if they drive you from
Chrift another way, by queftioning his care, conclu-
ding againft his truth, never doubt they are vile,
Mat. viii. 26, VVhy did ye fear, O ye of little -
¢ faith.” So far therefore as fear drives us to Chrift,
it is' good, otherwife to be cut off.

3. If the Lord has drawn thy heart to come to Chnﬁ
and whea undone, every way fecretly perfuaded thy
heart that thou fhalt have help if thou come, and by -
commg haft received hea:lmg virtues of thy lufts and

vile
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vile affetions from the Lord Jefus, fear mot now, it
is a fin to fear 1 fhall riot have help, as Mark v. 33.
the woman with the bloudy iffue, fhe was afraid the
had prefumed, hence came trembling; but the Lord:
told her, ¢ Now fear not, be it unto thee according to
thy faith:” only thy iffue is but begun to heal. What
fay you, have you never come to him, Bever received
_ any healing from him? that is hard. Surely it ie fo,

that 1 would not be in my lult again for a world.
- Means 6. If none of thefe prevail, but the Lord
Iollows thee with fears on fears, as wave on wave,
thea fee if there be not fome guile of fpirit in thee,
that is, fome fin you have or would give way to, if you
had affurance of God’s love. It was the {peech of one
to me, next to the donation of Chrift, no mercy like
this, to deny affurance long; and why? for if the
Lord had not, I fhould have given way to a leofe
heart and life, but, &c. fo if the Lord fhould deal fo
with thee, it may be thou wouldft lie in thy fins; if
thou hadft peace there, and it may be you have had it, -
but finned, and not confefled, not lamented, not op-
pofed: Thus- it was with David, Pfal. xxxii. 1, 2, 3, 4.
Hence when he  confefled, the Lord forgave in his
confcience his fin. Men will withdraw their love
from their wives if it make them wanton, and deal
fharply with them: fo one that never reftored could
never get peace; fome ever complaining; never. fet-
tled, becaufe they have their truces with fin, and
would have peace with Chrift, and it cannot be. And
this is a rule I have long held, in them that have clear
light of the gofpel, long denial of aflurance is like fire
to burn out fome fin, and then the Lerd will fpeak
. peaee, Jud. x. 16. And therefore take this counfel,
and God will tell thee thy fin, if thou art defirous
that he fhould find it out, but get this mercy from

him, Zech. xiii. g. ) I
Meéns 5. Bring thy heart to a firait, either to
reje& or receive him to be thine; he is- offered t;:' be
ing
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king and faviour, and lord and hufband; now thou

fhalt have his heart, his hand, his Spirit, his Father,

his kingdom, his ordinances, his angels, himfelf,

if you receive him; or elfe if not, you fhall lofe him,

and then woe to thee, when any mercy, any mifery,

any ordinance befals thee; for all fhall fuck thy blood,

confume thee, and fit thee for eternal ruin: and thea

I with, O that I had taken him, but then too late;

therefore receive him or reje@t him: O I cannot;
that’s another matter: However we propound thefe
evangelical commands that may come with power, and
therefore know, that if they do not now, they fhall
arile again in time. '

SECT. IL

Exbors. 2. THIS is not all that which makes you
ready for Chrift, unlels your love is fet and fixed on
him: and therefore look that it be ready. I doubt
not but that there is glowing in your hearts, fome love
to the Lord, it cannot be that all thould be quenched,
that all his kindnefls fhould be forgotten, but remem-
bered many times with fome afflition: but know it,
if it be' fo, your lamp is not yet in your hand, nor
your fouls ready to meet the Lord: For look as it is
with a mighty prince, that fhall fet his heart on fome
poor fervant, and he requires mo. portion but to love
him the 'more, and fhe cannot bring her heart to love
him more than other mean fellows, is fhe fit or ready
to be matched unto him? So here: Hence Matth.
x. 37. * He that loves father or mother,” &c. then
you are ready when your love is fit for fuch an huf-
band; and therefore though you feel fome love under
the afhes (when you ftir up your hearts) to the Lord
Jefus, yet, if it be not a fit love befeeming his excel-
lency, and the glory of his perfon, when you can
draw out buckets of love, and pour it upon other
things, but fcarce fetch out a drop for Chrift, and

yet
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yet you hope that will ferve the turn; I tell you no,
you are yet unfit and unready for him. Look as it
was with their offering the teflimonies of love and
thankfulnefs, Mal. i. 14. fo it is here. * And therefore
my exhortation fhall be as is faid in that Plalm, Pfal.
Ixxxvi. 7, 8. ¢ Give unto the Lord the honcur due
“unto his name:” So give to the Lord the love that
is due unto him, that love that is fit for him.

Queft. What is that love the Lord would have,
which is fit for him?

4nf. 1. Beloved, I hope, if you think not your
blood too dear for Chrift, you will not think any love
too much for Chrift: Yet, becaufe I would not have
you aim at an uncertain mark, and fhoot at a venture,
Ifhall fingle out that love which I hope your own con-
fciences cannot but fay is fit. And,

1. I had thought to have fonght for this from you,
viz. Give the Lord Jefus but that love, no more love
than thou haft. given to thy lufts, the Lord will be
contented with it, Rom. vi. 19. ** As ye have yield-
ed,” &c. fo now; but that it may be you may think
this love too bafe for him, yet give him but this, and
the Lord would be contented with it, and accept of it;
and thofe that fhall not, it fhall be'their torment.in
hell to think of this word: O that I had given the
Lord Jefus that love 1 gave to my bafe lufts, I had had
him, and been in heaven with him. But I wholly prefs
afecond.

2. Do but love him as he loveth thee, that is, you
cannot anfwer the greatnefls of his love, but do it for
your meafure: If you cannot pay him in pounds, yet
pay him in pence; and this is fit for him: For 1. He
is worthy of love, there is beauty in him why thou
fhouldeft defire him; there is none in thee. 2. Thy
love fhall have a recompence, 2 Tim. iv. 8..he never
can have recompence from thee. 3. He loves thee
firft with his own love, now that is unreafonable not

: ~ to
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to reflet his beams, and return him hie own again in

fimilitude, if not in parity. L

Quefs. Wherein appears the love of the Lord to me,
that {6 I may fee how to manifeft the like love to him?

Anf. He hath loved thee more than himfelf, more
than his own honour; for *“ he made himfelf of no
‘¢ reputation,” Phil. ii. 7. more than his own com-
forts, -he left the bofom of a Father, and bore the
wrath of a Father for thee; more than his own life,
he faw thy neck upon the block, and God’s axe up
to give the bloody fatal ftroke; and he came in thy
room, and loved thy life more than his own, loft his
own before one hair-of thy head fhosld perifh, though
he koew thee a traitor to God, and an enemy to him.
felf, Rom. v. 10. Rev. i. 5, 6. if this be not thus,
woe to the living, woe to the dying. What art thou
but a fad {pettacle hung up in thy chains in this world
for angels in heaven to fee and tremble at, and for -
devils, fins, and eternal forrows, like fowls of heavea
to prey upon. Now, is it not fit that thou fhouldft"
love him more than thyfclf? his honour more than
thine own, nay more than thy life? Rev. xii. rr. I
have known them whom the Lord hath revealed this
love to, that have thought it too little to do; and
hence have wifhed they had been born in thofe times
that they might have laid down their lives for him:
Where is now this love? Doth not felf-love fiwallow

"upall? Lord, what felf-feeking, felf-ferving, felf-mind-
ing, felf-honouring, felf-pleafing, and the Lord himfelf
and his love forgot, as if there were no Chrilt, or in
him no love.

2. He hath loved thee when he might have paffed
by thee, and loved others that might have won the
Lord towards them (I {peak after the manner of men)
rather than thee; men of greater place, greater gifts
and parts, greater pomp in the world, but Rom. ix.
Jacob fhall be loved, Efau hated: he hath paffed by

kings



TEN VIRGINS. 13

kings with their crowns, and now fet his heart on thee
2 babe, when wife ones know him not; foolith, when

_prodent ones fee him not; weak, when firong and

mighty receive him not. Yea, as the apoftle fpeaketh, .
31 Cor. i. 28. “ Bafe things, and things which are not.”
God hath made thee nothing in thine own eyes.
Behold his love, and now do the like for Him. It

* may be fometime thy carnal eye fees more glory in

-~

the creature than in Chriit; more in the honour of
man, than in the honour of a Chrift, &c. And hence

- mighteft fet thy heart on them rather than on Chrift,
' becaufe ftrongly tempted fo to do; and it may after
. fome fcourges be faved at laft, yet pafs by them, and fet

thy heart only on him. We judge of a friend by the
times of trial; and of a Chriltian, by a time of tempta-
tion. Now a Balaam, a witch may not dare in time
of temptation, to fall into it. Oh get one firain high-
er, and go one ftep farther than a witch, though I
might Tet my heart loofe after the world, I will not
love it,. the love of the Lord deferves it, the love of
the Lord conftrains me to give my love to him, and
not to the world, though 1 might hide it, and have
parden for it. : '

3. He loves thee although thou wrongéft him, Ifa.
xliii. 22, — 26. when he is fo wronged that he is
ready to give thee up, yet Hof. xi. 8,9. ¢ He is God
and not man;’’ nay which is more wonderful, where
fin, there grace abounds. Hence David makes thig
an argument, Plal. xxv. 11. ¢ Forgive becaufe it is
great.”” And hence Mofes, Deut xxxiii. 9. . ¢ Be-
“ caufe it is a ftiff-necked people.” Oh therefore
love him, though he {inites thee, though he forfakes
thee, wherein he may feem, but indeed doth no
wrong to thee, "but love thee; chaftifement is part
of the portion of fons, not of baftards, Heb. xii.
6. 8. but do as that woman when fhe came to

the flake, gave away her cloaths, fome to one,
5 fome
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fome to another, ¢ Now farewell friends, and world,
welcome love Chrift.”” So, if the Lord comes to take
away all from thee, the child of thy body, the huf-
band of thy youth, the wife of thy, bofom, the comforts
of thy life, provifins from thy family, bread from thy
mouth, bid farewell to them, give them into the
Lord’s hands, and now fay, welcome Chrift. It is
ufual for Chriftians at firlt converfion and efpoufing,
the Lord loves them dearly, and tenders them, fhews,
nothing but love to them, and then their love is freth;
afterward come hard frofts, and winter.ftorms, and
cold blafts of difpleafed affliCtions; now the foul ap-
prehending anger, and nothing elfe, it grows difcou-
raged, fo dies: when if it could f{tay and wait, it fhould
fee all from love, and doing it the greateft good. O
- remember this: he doth afllict me, he doth depart from
me, he doth fear me with hell, yet I will love him
never a whit the lefls: Though the Lord buries all the
bleffings he gives me, yet my love fhall live, and if it
do fall it fhall arife. :

4. He loved thee whan in thy low eftate, Pfal. cxxxvi.
23. even when as no eye pitied thee, Ezek. xvi. nay
when thou wert vileft, at the height of thy fin, under
deepeft depths of milery, and ftraizhteft captivity, after
friends had almoft cealed to counfel, word and Spirit
could do n» good, after confcience had warned thee.
O love him when he is in his lowell eflate, when his
enemies perfecute him, and his {reming friends forfake
him. B:fsre you came to this land, you thought
Chrift and perfecution, Chrift and the meaneft condi-
tion, nay Chrift and death would be fweet: the Lord
it may be doth or will try your love; and here you
find Chrift and lofles in eftate, Chrift-and croffes in
your family, Chrift and many fears, and toils, and
cares. D> you love him now as well as ever you did
for all this? O never was my heart worfe! I doubt
not but a difcerning Chriftian may fee how all the
world is againflt Chrift, nay many traitors in his own

famity,
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family, who love the bag more than Chrtft. Many
foolith virgins who love their fleep and floth more than
Chrift; nay, the hearts and fpirits of his own friends
declining, that there is not. that life of Chrift, that
prcfcnce, and favour, and power of Chrift in hearts,
in prapers, in lives, and no complaints of this: Now
is the fittelt time of love, when no eye fees, when no
heart loves him, or cares for him, Pfal. cxix. 126, 127.
“ Therefore 1 love thy commands,” when he is thut
out of every heart, when none to receive him, if any
love it will appear now.
. 5. He doth love thee eonftantly every moment,
John xiii. 1, 2. . He hath thee every moment in his
bofom, every moment thou art finning, and he is par-
doning. Sin, and Satan, and hell, and wrath are
- every moment waiting to hurt thee, and he is every
moment watching over thee, redeeming of thee. Every
moment fin and juftice cry againft thee, and yet be is
- continually ** making interceflion for thee,” Ifa. xxvi.
2,3, Every moment he is blefling when thou art fin-
ning. O the unknown love of the Lord Jefus! O -
thefe fits of love are not fit for him. A man every
moment warming him, bat fill is cold, it is a fad fign
that death is near: You can love him fometimes in 2
fermon, but foon after cold again, or in a facrament,
and prefently heart-dead again: or after anfwer to
prayers, and fome fpecml deliverances, and then the
.beart is unaffe@ed again, and a little pang of love
maft content Chrift: if he ceafleth one moment to-love
thee, and to manifelt it to thee, then ceafe to love him;
if he ceafeth not to love thee dearly, never to leave
thee, O then ever love him.
Obje&. But we have [uch diftraltions and cares?
Anf. Men in love will follow their work, and wo-
men will do the houfewifery of the houfe, and yet love-
ig at no time to feek to their hufbands, and fhall the
Lord have lefs?
. 6. He loves thee with an uameafurable love, Rom.
Ha V. 20.
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v. 20. “ Where fin, there grace hath ahounded:’”
hence, Eph. ii. 3, 4. ** love,” and * great love,”
ver. 7. ** Exceeding riches of his grace:” For there
is in Chrift, o
1. A created love. One map loves another ex-
¢eedingly, as Jonathan did David. Now,he hath the
" perfe€tion of all human or angelical love towards his
people put in him. .
- 2. Increated love, infinite love of a God, and hence
it is unmeaflurable. He thinks nothing he doth too
much, nothing he gives too dear: hence when the world
is flain, Satan caft out, when he is out, fin muft out;
when fome fins are removed, the reft muft; when
thev are out, then death mull; when death, then hell.
And when there is no life, no grace, he works it; it
decays, he reftores it;. it cannot a&t, he quickens it;
it cannot, doth not grow, he waters it. He hath -
given thee the earth, and the days of peace and pa-
tience; thofe are toa little: he calls thee, and whea
thou canfl not come, draws thee, and gives thee par. .
don: that is too little: he gives earth to thee, that is
too little, for they are made co-heirs: he gives pro.
mife to thee, that is too little: he gives himfulf and
Spirit, and can he do more? Yes, we cannot drink ia
all that gondnels and love; hence he gives eternity to
thee. and he fhall more and more enlighten.thee: not
only let thy foul live te blefs him, but thy poor bedy,
and every duft of it, to be raifed up to glory with
him. What the Lord promifed to Abraham, ¢ In
<t bleflmg I will blefs.”” that p-rtion is thine.” O now
leve him without meafure. ¢ O how I love thy law 2
- how did David love it? I cannot tell; but if he luved
the word of Chrift, then much more the perfon of
.Chrift, the prefence of Chrift, everlafting fellow thip
with Chrift. O take heed of giving Chrift, and
meafuring out unto Chrifl his portion, his allowance,
that when the Lord comes to you for more love (as he
doth daily) you give him that anfwer which many

do
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do in their* pra&ice. you have let him have as much
a5 you can: fo that you cannot fpare any more from

i yourfelves, from a bafe world, from wife, and child,
- and creature, from a flothful courfe: you hope the
- Lord will accept of that little he hath. 1 confeis that

a little water in a fpring is better than much that
comes by land floods, but be fure it be a fpring, elfe
not accepted.  Beloved, time was you lived without
Chrift, did nothing for him: now you do, and what
thou doft this year, didft laft year, and no more: Will

. you thus . ftint the Lord? Either do more, give more,

er mourn you cannot: O one life, one heart is too little
for him. "It hath put me to fad fears of many men’s
eflates to fee this frame, a world of fin without meafure
every day: where is the Chriftian that loves the Lerd
every day? how can any then fay much is forgiven,
when they da not love much. .

7. He loves thee niow in glory, there hath prepared
a place for- thee, John xiv. 1, 2, 3, where he longs
for thee, John xvii. 24. You know Pharaoh’s butler
when exalted to his place, forgot poor Jofeph. One
would think now the Lord Jefus is in glory, and hath
Gud, and angels, and his kingdom to content him, he
thall never look after fuch a worm, fuch a poor help-

, lefs creature as thee. But as the High Prieft carried

the names on his brealt, and precious ftones, fo the
Losd Jefus bath thy name. writ npon his very heart.
O now love him when he exalts thee to glofy, to give
the kingdom of heaven on carth with peace and
quietoefs. When Germany lies in blood, and Eaftern
churches flain by the dragon, devoured by the Turk,
when England’s lights and lamps are going out, no

ople have fuch peace, foch glory, in fo fmall a time.

loved, now where is leve? The churches of Chrift

- Bever loft their love fo much as when they had their

peace, and have been fixteen hundred years a-learn-

- ing by afli®ions aod perfecutions, how to enjoy their

ptace, and to have their love fmell as fweet as when
Hj beaten
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beaten moft,and yet have not, but like the globe without
the crofs in the emblem rolling and running farther and
farther from God, in cruce guies. O unreafonable, to luve
him leaft whom he tenders moft. Does not prayer grow
cold for the name of Chrift? then L ve grows cold. Does
not plenty of means make thy foul flight means? when
you went many miles to hear, and had fcarce bread
at home, O you thought if once you had fuch liberties!
but when they are made yours, now what fruit. -Doft
not fail in affections to faints? O luve dies, Chrift
deals not fo with thee, and who knows but in rocks
and mountains of the wildernefs thou mayeft lament
thefe evils which peace breed now? .

8. He loves thee fo as when any evil touches thee,
he has a feeling of it, and is gricved at it, Judg. x.
16. Ifa. Ixiii. 9. nay, he then comforts .thee moft,
both in them, and by them, J hn xiv. 27. ** Not as
¢¢ the world gives peace, fo I give it.to you:”» O
then grieve thou for thofe evils that betide him, the
wrongs that others offer him, but efpecially. the on.
kiodnefs thy own foul fhews him, Mark v. 3. ** He
* mourned for the hardnefs of their heart,” Eph. iv.
29, 30. ‘ Let no corrupt communication proceed
 out of your mouth,” and * grieve not the Huly
¢ Ghoft,” Heb. iii. 19. * Forty years long was.
grieved becaule they erred;” I confefs you will wrong
him, but will you, muft you be impenitent too? Did
his enemies grieve him on earth, and fhall his friends
grieve him in heaven, and no forrows, no fecret tears?
Is there no good nature? But what, is there no fpirit
of mourning? It may be many a day and week haft
thou grieved him, and not a fign to any purpofe to
eafe thee of thy fin, but what has eafed- thee in thy
fin. O now comf.rt his heart again after thou haft
moft grieved him; comfort his fpirit that is dying, figh-
ing in thee; as he comforts thee by thy troubles,
comfort him by making a right ufe of all thy fins to
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be more humble, more vile, to love him the more,
and love thyfelf the lefs, as the prodigal fon, Luke
xv. 18. 20. 24. '

9. He loves thee fo, that, though he departs, he
will not, does not ftay long from thee, though you
may think it long, Ifa. liv. 7. Hence it is wonder to
fee when heart gone, love loft, life loft, yet fuddenly
thou art brought down on thy knees: O, it is the
Lord that does it: Thou waft in forrow of heart, he
did not ftay long, but came and comforted thee;
thou waft in thy fins, it was not long but he deliver-
ed thee; thou waft in want of knowledge of him, it
bas not been long but that he has revealed the Lord

" tothee; thou hait been in aflitions and troubles, it
- has not been long but he has heard thee: So give
* him the like love. I know you will fall from him in
- love, in delight, in care; but do not ftay long from

him. Sometimes the baits of the world will draw
thee from him when thou haft thy eafe and peace;

. O think it was better with me once than now: when
 fears drive thee from him, yet return, 1 Sam. xii. 21,
' 22. O here is that which hardens hearts, breaks your
- peace, and grieves the Lord fo as he is forced to fend

many fad affliCtions, becaufe you lye in your talls: O
be not long, nor far from him. He returns to thee
when thou art moft unkind to him: Yeturn when he .
isever kind. He returns to thee though he has no
need of thee, thou haft of him: « He will not leave
thee:” O leave not him.

10. He has from before all worlds loved thee, when
moreafon for , Jer. xxxi. 1, 2, 3. Thou haft ne-
glefted to love Lim long, alf thy youth, nay it may be
.all thy life; O you beloved of the Lord, begin to do
It now, when there is all reafon for it, when heaven
calls for it, earth calls for it, ordinances plead for it, ,
Spirit faith come, and calls for it too. It may be thy
life is not long, What not yet?"

Hga - Rueft.
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.Qﬁeft. But how fhall I come ta do this, thus to love
the

ord.

Anf. The Lord only can plant, can water this
grace, yet becaufe the Lord does it by means, I will
give you fome now.

I. Labour to find out the true fweetnefs, and to
talle the bitternefs of the deceitful fweetnefls of all
creatures; for this is a rule. in reafon, a man’s af-
feQions, like fireams muft run fome way: anditisa
rule in theology, ftop the. affe@tions from running to
the creature, and in a fincere heart it will run unto
Chrift, Hof. ii. 6, 7. if it be from all creatures:
Now, then the affeCtion is turned from the creature,
when it finds the bitternefs of the deceiving fweetnels
of it: and fecondly, finds out the real fiveetnefs of it;
for make it as a rule, when a man’s heart caneot
love Chrift, unlefs it be when it is benumbed, it 18
becaufe he has fomewhat elfe to joy his heart; now
let the creature yield you no more joy, and Chrift has
your love: indeed you may and muft joy in the real
fweetnefs of it, and this will encreafe, and not diminib
your love. -

‘Rueft. What is the real fweetnefs of the creature!

Anf. Chrift’s love: O fee this, if Chrift fhould
not love thee, would not thy life be death, thy falva-
tion from many? dangers be damnation, thy friends
miferable comforters, thy joys forrows? what g
would any thing do thee if thou hadft thefe thoughts,
all thefe I have, but wrath with them? What com-
fort can a man take in his feaft, if news were then
brought, that after it is done, you muft go to the flake
to be burnt? You that joy -in your paftimes, one
frown of Chrift would blaft all. O fee this, Pllm
Ixiii. * Thy loving-kindnefs is better than life, in thy
« favour is life.” Now joy for this, and this will kit
your heart nearer to him. For Jefus’ fake ponder
this point. s

Now 2. Talle the bitternefs of the fweetnefs re-

, maining
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Maining now it is diftilled ; and Satan fhews 2 three-
fold fweetnefs, before, in, and after the enjoying
of it.

Now 1. Before, remember how they have drawn
awsy.and held thy heart from God, done ‘thee more
burt than all affliions, many a fweet {mile hadft thou
bad from God, but for them.

2. In the enjoying of it, it is fweet, but when it is
{weet to thee, it is then moft bitter to the heart of
God; when thy joy is kindled, the Lord’s forrow is
flirred up -and provoked. '

3. After. 1. It will draw thy heart from God:
and, 2. It will be bitter in thy belly at laft. What-
ever fweetnefs draws thee from the love of Chrift, O
it will be bitter, Rom. vi. 21. Chew upon this, and
fee if any thing here be worthy of your joy, and if not,
then return to your firft hufband.

H. Tafte the all-fufficiency of the love of Chrift:
3 woman that is not content with her hufband’s love,
fhe will not love him as itis fit. So when other
things make love to us, and the Lord’s love is not
enough, Cant. i. 4. ¢ More than wine :> hence * the
“ upright love thee.” Do but fit down and think
what this is : If once he loves thee, whatever he can
he will do for thee, he will order all thy life, not one
thing fhall hurt thee, every thing in providence fhall
work for thy glory, fins, forrows, &c. fo as thou fhalt
fay his denials are better than his gifts, his blows bet<
ter than {miles, his withdrawings better than his pre-
fence, thefe evils better than joys, and when once he
loves me, he will never leave me, that come -life,
come death, I am fafe. O tafte this!

.III. See the Lord Jefus now as hedds and in truth
this were enough to make any prolane lcart lovae
him, much more a faint efpoufed to him, but the
Lord has hid himfelf from their eyes, fhall he be fo,
1s*he {6 from yours? 1 Pet. i. 8. ¢ When fceing not
“with bodily eyes, but with faith, ye love him,”

" 1 John



122 ON THE PARABLE OF THE

2 John iii. 1, 2,3. “ We fhall fee him as he is.®
Why, fuppofe the day of doom was come, Chrift in
the clouds, and all creatures before himg all angels
miniftering to him, in all the glory of his Father;
O then the love of Chrift, O one fmile, one word of
Chrift would be precious. Lord! that men fhould be
in adream. SeeChrilt a little higher fet in his throne,
a place more glorious, though lefs feen, in all the glory
of his Father, all mighty angels miniftering to him,
all the world put into his band, doing what he will,
and all he will; why will you not love him now ? Is
the gofpel a fable ? fay fo if it be, then love him not
if you can. When Simeon and the wife men faw
him, though but in his abafement, they honoured
him, much more now .when they fee’ him in glory.
It is a queftion whether the beams of the fun are fire:
Some demontfirate it thus; ‘Take a glafs, and gather
together the beams, it burns. Therefore, fo, if you
would fee fo as to be affeCted, gather together the
beams of his glory and love; thus you fee the means
to get fit love,. and if it be loft, O now get it again,
left the Lord firain for it, elfe you are not fit; and if
it be not any love that fuffices, much lefs no love, as
in many of you: but confider, 1 Cor. xvi. 22. * He
¢ that loves not Chrift, let him be accurfed :» O
that this might bé won from you! O little love goes
out to Chrift, who fees it not! Ordinances of Chrift,
men are weary of them; the truths of Chrift, defpife
them; the fervants of Chrift, they quarrel with
them. Now recover your love, the Lord help you
fo to do.

SECT. IIL

. Exbors. 3. TO do the work of Chrift, to be daily
. at it, and finithing of it; for look as it was with the
head, it is fp with all the members that are to remain
a while in this life, they have fome work to do for
- ©° the
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‘the Lord fome common, fome fpecial work, and
when that is done, now they are ready to return home
again. Hence John xvii. 4, 5. ** 1 have finithed the
“ work,”” and now he ftands at the door and knocks,
and is ready for entrance, ** Now glorify me with
« thyfelf;” and you fhall find a faithful heart will
neither be willing nor ready to go till this is done.

Queft. What is this work Tam to do?

4nf. 1 have anfwered this ellewhere at large, yet
thefe two things I would fay,

1. That a man’s chief work lies not in facile du-
ties: for though grace and Chrift’s Spirit makes duties
ealy, his yoke ealy ; yet there is a contrary fpirit that
will make them hard and difficult at firft. .

2. Left I fhould leave you unfatisfied altogether,
we fhall find a Chriftian life is carried with a double
motion : 1. In feeking of God in his ordinances.—
3. Or in walking with God out of his ordinances ;
thefe are joined together, Gen. vi. 8, 9. Noah found
grace, hence fought it, though not in-the eyes of the
world : and hence Noah walked with God. Hence
we fee Chrifl was fometime in the mount alone, fome-
time abroad going up and down doing good. Mofes
in the mount and in the camp too. Now look as
before a man is juflified, his chief work then is to feek’
God in his- ordinances for a principle : fo a foul now
efpoufed to Chrift is to walk with Chrift : now walk-
ing implies conftant following of another, or a con.

-tinual work; fo Chrift has work for you every ma-

ment. Hence in every company, time, place, temp-
tation, enquire thus: Am I not like to lofe my time,
my heart, Chrift’s honour? What work has Chrift
for me to do? hold here, for here lies your work.
Look as an ambitious man atks, How ferves this for

ny honour, and Satan how he may dithonour Chrift;

fo do you afk, how you may honour him, Rom. vi.
19. “ As you have given yourfelves infiruments of
¥ iniquity,” &c. And now becaufe we live in times

-and
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and places wherein men have fo much work of their
own to do, that Chrift is negle@ed, wherein very féw
walk with God. Hence men taking men’s examples
for patterns and copies of their courle, content them-
felves to do as others do:+ Aund this being a clofe a&,
mainly confiting in what is unfeen; and becaufe men
are apt to put off Chrift with defires, and ferve Satan
indeed, and becaufe apt to refolve all religion into
fome twa or three duties or graces, zud becaufe mens
hearts are catching at comforts and promifes, but com-
mands tedious and burdenfome; I fhall prefs this up-
on thefe motives; only here let me premife when I
prefs you to this, it is not to a covenant of works, as
though you could aét yourfelves, but we look toChrifi’s
blood and Spitrit to fet on things; I fpeak to them un-
der grace, who have the Spirit without, and faith with-
~in to a& and carry them here. But,

Mos. 1. Whofe work will youdo? you cannot ceafe
to do Chrift’s work, but you muft do your own work,
(I fpeak not for idlenefs) that is, you muft ferve your
luft; now conficer what good did thyfelf ever do thes,
nay, Satan never fuch as thy own felf: and wil
you fall down to fuch an image! Shall thy lufls have
content more and rather than Chrift ?

2. Confider the Lord will take care and charge of
‘thee, to do thy work, to bring about thy ends for thee,
do but thou do his. Martha was cumbered about
many things, hence forfook the better part: fo men
negle&, forget Chrilt’s work, becaufe of fo many dif-
trations of their own. What wiil become of my
hundred talents? What will become of my wife; child?
‘Now do you take care of the Lord’s work, take that
for your charge, and the Lord will take charge of
you. The belt, readielt, and only way to have your
‘own ends, is to feek the Lord’s, and forget your own.
As in Solomon, his great work and care was to rule
a ftate well, and the Lord gave all the reft. Set thy
face to the fun, and thefe fhadows will follow you.

’ The
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. The fervant takes charges of his mafter’s work, and
he need not trouble himfelf for meat and drink,
and e contra.

Firft, there fhall not any evil hurt thee, whereas
elfe thy goed things fhall, Ifa. xxvii. 3.

Secondly, All creatures in heaven and earth fhall
ferye that man that ferves his God, Hofea ii. 21. 23.
whereas elfe they groan under thee.

Thirdly, Angels fhall come out of heaven to guard
thee.

Fourthly, Nay the Lord Jefus himfelf fhall fland at
the top of the ladder, that when every thing elfe thail
leave thee, he fhall then bring the beft wine at the laft,

he will be a portion to thee, Plalm xvi. Phil. iii. 8.

" 3, Confider that the more difficult any duty is, th€
- more fweetnefs fhall you receive if you break through
~ it; men plead difficuity, I plead gain. Hence he that
. overcomes fhall eat of the hidden manna: Hence
~ never any fo comforted, honoured as Chrift, becaufe
© never any went through fo hot a work for the Father
as Chrift, Phil. ii. You plead the difficulty of a Chrif-
. tian life, and ‘tafte not the fweetnels of that life; if
" youcan do no more thar what is eafy, and pleafeth
felf, the Lord will never let you tafte the fweetnefs of
plesfing him. Have you not fometimes found your
hearts dead to prayer? yet you fell to it, and then would °
nrot but have took the feafon for a world.

4 Confider, let the duty be to nature impoflible,
+ yet the Lord is at hand to help, even when no firength,
Ia. 3. 29. Nay, Heb. xi. 34. ¢ Out of weaknefs
“ were made ftrong.” If you had ne Chrift, no Spi-
fit, no promifes to aflure you of help, you might then
ceafe aling, and fay it is impoflible 4 fhould ever
overcome fuch evils, attain to that meafure; but when
- promifes to affure, and Chrift and Spirit at hand, now.
to plead impoffibility, is to reproach the Lord; to
- think he will fet his people to make brick, and give
~ them no firaw : nay, to war againft God, and to make
- ‘ : the
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the Lord war againft you, Numb. xiv. You know how
they cried out of impoflivilities, and now the Lord’s
anger role when they were ready to enter Canaan:
So when men are ready to enter upon poffeflion of
Chrift, and promifes, then impoflibilities appear.—
Confider therefore what the Lord did for David, Gide-
on, Samplon, who went out in the name and Spirit
of the Lord, and were helpzd: If you were under
the law, you might plead this, but under grace it is
horrible to make this excufe.

5. Confider if the Lord do mnot help (as he will be
free) yet he will accept thy will, I know he will not
accept the withes of fervants,” yet he will accept the
will of fons; neither will he accept the will of fons
ia a work they might have ftrength from him to do,
and go not to him for it ; but in that cale he will, as
2 Cor. xii. . that is, it is enough, I accept thee: and
this is very {weet, that for his own fake he fhould be
plealed as well with the will as with the work; for
this is that which troubles, I would have help, the
Lord gives none; why the Lord accepts of it asif

“thou didft 'it, as in David’s building a temple: For
a Chriftian’s work is done two ways: '

Firft, Sometimes by feeling, when we feel help.

Secondly, Sometimes by faith, by going to another
for it : and this- the Lord accepts moft mercifully;
for this is his viCtory over all fin, even his faith.—
‘When we fee a duty hard, and do not go to the Lord
for help, then we are overcome properly ; for out of
the abundance of the heart the perfon ads for Chrift.

6. Confider the Lord will honour thee (though the
work doth not.  John xii. 26. ¢ Him will my Fathet
« honour,” both in this life, Rom. ii. 29. and in that
to come. Now, as it is in ating parts, it is no mat-
ter what fellow-attors think, God is the great {peta-
tor, God will efteem of thee, and confcience fhall
witnefs as much when no eye fees, or when men fe¢
and judge amifs, yet the Lord approves; and at the

gr cat
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great day before men, angels, and all the world, 1 Cor.
iv. 5. ¢ Then fhall every man - have praife of God :”
and hence Mat. xxv. Chrift’s judgment is made ac~
cording to the works of his people : becaufe then they
fhall not be compared with themfelves and their fins,
but with the wieked : and hence to fet out their glory,
he reckons up all they have done. All men in all
their ats feck to avoid fhame, and attain honour : now
if you did know a way for all men in the world to
honour you, would you not attend it? what is theic
dreams to God’s honour? Hence not one aét but is
now chronicled, Mal. iii. 16. and afterward reward-
ed, 1 Cor. xv. §8. Oh then give content to the
Lord. ~

7. Confider the peace you fhall have by this means,
both while you live, and when you die: what is the
caufe of fo many doleful clamours of conlcience, but:
2 loofe carelefs heart, the Loord is negletted; that when
one pleads faith, it will be replied, the true faith is
the « faith.of the Son of God.” Now is the faith
of God a carelefs faith, a fecure, worldly, impenitent,
dead faith ? you may fit down, and rife again, and fay
true, yet I will believe, fo you may, but it will be
with fuch a trembling fpirit as you will find no peace:
Neither-do I know how any can keep his peace other-
wife; for there are children but ftill-born: if born
a living fon, thou wilt live to God, neceflarily I muft
do it: But by this means, O there is un{peakable
peace, Mat. xi. 29, 30. Hence Paul, ¢ I have
¢ finithed my work,” &c. John xiv. 21,—24. you live
without God, and walk without God, and pray with.
out God, but there is a day approaching that you thall
appear before the Lord Jefus, you fhall with then,
O that I had lived fo and fo: O.do that now.

8. Confider the Lord will have it done, it muft
be done; hence Paul faid, ¢ Neceffity lies upon me,
“-and woe to me,” &c. the Lord fhould be forfwarn
if he fhould not bring you to it, Luke i. 73, 74, 17&5.

. . . Ce«

.
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«. According to the oath,” &c. Beloved, you think
lazy defires will ferve : no, it muft be done : you fay,
I cannot; it muft be better with you. And hence logk
for a rod, and that the Lord will bring you into great
afliGtion till all is removed, and fo purge you; and if
one afflition will not do it, then worfe thall come, he
loves you better than fo. And remember you have
had warning this day: you came hither for the Lord’s
work, and now your own juftles it out: look that God
will take away the kingdom from you, or fet oppref-
fors over you, or fend fome ftings among you; and
then fay, O I may thank my walking unworthy of
God and gofpel for this. _ ’

9. Confider elfe you fhall make the blood of Chrift
fhed of no effe®, 2 Cor. v. 14, 15. Now wicked men
need not fear this, no blood thed for them. Will
you do fo? God forbid: The Jews have killed him,
will you drag him up and down the ftreets, trample _
on his blood, and put him to open thame ? A
_ 10. Confider your time is but fhort, and you have
done but little work, and it is not long but that yonr
crown fhall be put upon your head. It is noted of
Enech, Gen. v. that he walked with God three hun-
dred years, (and that having fons and daughters, hav-
ing family-contentments, and incumbrances,) and he
lived the fhorteft time. ‘I am fure angels are content
" to come out of heaven to do the work of God : what,
not do it here? Paul thought himfelf bora too {oon,
becaufe for a time he lived without Chrift. O but
now make trial, and you will find it the fweeteft life,
that you will fay, why have I negletted this fo long ?
And if thou doft not find feven times more peace there-
in than in all the world, never fet foot here.

Queft. How thall I thus do the work of Chrift ?

Anf. 1. ¢ Without Chrift you can do nothing,*
John xv. 5. The fun runs fill becaufe it is light of
itfelf; fo when the Lord is in you, you will do fo.
Hence go not out to any duty in your own firength;

: : for

L
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| for then you will either not do it, or not hold out in
| it: No man can hold out at his work that feeds not
abundantly on his meat, fo here: and here note but
| thele two things. .
i 1 Do not only in ordinances do thus, but out of
. ordingnces then, as in particular times of trial (for
the Lord will not give you in an ordinance as much
grace as fhall ferve you out of it) lift up your hearts
to Chrift, and fay as Chrift, * Father, the haur is
1 “ come,- now glorify thy name,” John xii. 28. So
Lord, here is work to do, but a dead heart to do, hut
‘adead heart is upon me, Lord glorify thy name. I
bave feldom feen but the Lord either helped then, or
1t hime other time when thou didit come, and then
the Lord puts the¢ in remémbrance that it is out of
refpet to- that. :
\ 2. Thus coming and feeding on the Lord Jefus, be-
lieve that he will help, and that fhall be fo; fome have
never got ftrength againt fin till then, but this has con-
quered difficulties, Rom. viii. 37, 38. * In all thefe
“ things we- overcome, for I am per{waded,” &ec. So -
you coming helplefs to a Chrift, all his ftrength is yours
by covenant. Be petfivaded he cannot go from his
» word: but yet we muft ufe other means fan&lified by
 Chrift; for Chrift worketh by means. And there-

i
.’
|
:

! H. Fiad out where the caule of all your negligence
, #d floth lies in not doing the Lord’s work, nay of
| Your doing Sardn’s work. It may be you will fay, you
¢amnot; I know there is that in faints in parts, but
this is not the main; therefore I will tell you thus,
| _T. Before converfion the main wound of men is
. theic will, Video meliora probog.; dexteriora fequour:
Hence John viii. 44.  His lufts ye will do.” Hence
} Mat. xxijt. 37. ** You would not:” they fay hence
we have a will; I fay. no. And hence we anfwer that °
 @reat'objedtion for peffibilities to keep all laws by uni-
verfal grace, which it is imjuﬂ; to punifh for not doing

t thas
. 8
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that a man cannot do. We anfwer, There is a double |
impotency. Ex infirmitate, or Ex malignitate, when
men will not, Prov xi. 12, 13. .

2. Hence it follows after converfion, though the
will is changed, fo that 2 man would, but cannot do
many things, Ex infirmisate, yet the great caufe why he
cannot do more is from the remnant of malignity not
yet removed. A man will fleep, he loves it, and fe-
cretly loaths the ways of the Lord: Hence the church,
Ifa. Ixiii. 17. complains of this. A man fhall find his.
heart wills the end exceedingly, but when he comes
to will the means, there his heart is weary of them,
and loaths them; a man will be carelels, and this'
being not feen, is not fought againft. Sin is vilified,
and hence the enemy to all good remains flill. Itis,
‘an old rulé, Tantum poffumus, quantum volumus. Get,
Carift to help here. ;

3. Make this your laft end, to live unto Chrilt,,
and to do his work: Hence Paul did not account his |
life dear; this is your laft end; for the end of being,
born by faith, nay, of being redeemed by blood, it is,
to live unto Chrift, Tit. ii. 1x. When you cry for,
faith, and peace, and affurance; that is not your end,
for he that does fo is a very hypocrite, and has a falfe
heart, but it is to live to Chrift: Hence Paul, Phil.
iii. 9, 10. 12, 13. fought to be found in him, but
further to know him, &c. The Father is glorified in|
our bringing forth much fruit. Hence make it yout,
laft end, and then your happinefs ‘will lie in a&ing thus,;
and that is a man’s happinefs he is carried to with;
molt infinite delight. For "prefs people to do Chrift’s.
work, their hearts are dead; tell them the Lord Jefus,
fhall have a name by what they do for him, yet desdy.
- becaufe that is not their laft end. But come to this,,
now it will do; a man cannot bear a crofs, yet let,
him confider, the Lord fhall gain though I do not;
fo for faith, fo for any other duty. Men think it

goody
" o
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good, bat not their greateft good. Hence, fee Chrift
lbctter than thyfelf, and his honour better than thyfelf,
and his honour better than thy glory forever. Hence
the Lord denies us help, becaufe we afk it for our lufis,
not for himfelf, James iv. 3. '

4. Keep thofe glorious apprehenfions of the Lord
and his ways, which you have fometimes in an ordi-
Dance: You are fometimes near the Lord, and you then -
fee a beauty in Chrift, in his ways, and then thinkeft
Jhall I ever wrong him more? then fhall you come
ad lofe your light, and fo you ever lofe your firength
ad life.  Hence Eph. v. 11. It is as with a man
that eats, but he loofeth and fpends his fpirits, be can
do no more work, but faints away: fee 2 Pet. ii. gu
Stephen can be content to have ftones about dis ears,
Vien he can’ fay, ¢ I fee Jefus.” And hence when
thole glorious apprehenfions come into your minds,
famp them there; for fet up other images of other
tiings, your minds and your hearts will bow down
tvery moment to them. Does not Chrift’s Spirit do -
al? yes, but by this medium, 2 Cor. iii. 18, ¢ As
“by the Spirit of the Lord.”

SECT. IV.

| U a. AFTER you have done your work, be evet
thumble, and be ready to give the Lord the honcur of
'his grace, that ever he gave any thing to-you, that
ever he did any thing by you; for the laft end of all-
the ele®, it is to admire and honour the riches of
God's grace, Eph. i. 5, 6. Hence the fall was per-
imiu&d; never fhould grace have been feen, if fin and
mifery had not come in. Now, if this be our laft end
in glory, then the heart is ready to have immediate
;ﬁllawﬂxip with Cbrift there, when it is ready to a&
for its laft end. Hence, it is frequent in the Pfalms,
When David was in any ftrait, wanted any mercy, nay
prefence of the Lord here; this is the laft end he
- 12 purfues,

~

|
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purfues, the laft word he fpeaks before the Lord,
« My foul fhall blefs thee,” as Pfal. Ixiii. 3, 4. and
hence when all his enemies were fubdued, and he
ready to lay all in the duft, he gives the Lord all,
2 Sam. xxii. per totum, and xxiii. 5. Beloved, this is
heaven’s work; O learn this fong befcre you go there,
which none can learn but the redeemed and fealed of
the Lord, ‘Rev. xiv. 3, John i. xiv. It is writ of
Chrift, he was * full of grace and truth;” do you ever
think to meet with him, that get not your hearts full,
of the fenfe of it? .

Before I come therefore to prefs this, I fhall premife

thefe two things,

Firit, That the Lord in all his dealings with his

people, fecks laftly to bring about iy glory of his
grace: he regards nothing' men do, if at laft they deny
him this: he refpeds not what fins and evils men have,
il at lalt he gets this, for this is his laft end; hence all
~he doth to his people, for his peopleg by his people, it
is for this. And hence - . '

1. He leaves them a long time in their graves and
fins, that they live like other men, which is ftrange, that
he that has loved them fo long, fhould leave them fo
long to be as bad as any, yet this he doth, becaufe it
makes for the praile. of his grace, Ephef. ii, 4, 7. 8.
¢t Dead in fin, that in ages to come,” &c. And this
doth fo confound God’s people, that they with not
only heaven, but earth, and ages to come may record
this love.

2. Hence out of men fallen, he picks out ufually
the pooreft and vileit, the younger brother lefs lpved
out of a family, leaves the elder, Rom. ix. 11. am
¢ the foolifh, and weak things, and things that arn
¢ not, that no flefh might glory, but in the Lord,

" 1.Cor. i. 26. 31. and this is firange that the Lon

fhould chufe thus, but this he doth to blur the glor
of all the world. S ]
3. Hence the Lord faves by faith, and juftifies b

- faith
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faith, and feals by faith, Eph. i. 13. and fanQifies by
faith, and glorifies by faith, 1 Pet. i. 3. So that all

- aChriftian’s life is a beggar's life, and it is flrange tha
Lord fhonld ‘choofe the bafeft, pooreft grace to fave
by; and the end is the glory of his grace, Rom. iv. 16.
It is of faith that it might Ue of grace.

4 The Lord leaves many wants in his people,
under which they fit fighing, and that fometime very
long, refuleth to hear their prayers, that they may
repair to the throne of grace, and fo in conclufion
blefs grace, Heb. iv. 16.

5. Hence the Lard takes away fometimes thofe
 feelings, thofe enlargements they had, and baits them
. with moft vexing fins, and pricking diftempers,
~ 2 Cor. 3ii. 7. 9. and it is to advance grace.

6. Hence the Lord is fometimes angry with his
“people, and+hides his face from them, that-if ever he
. returns in lave, his grace may be the.fweeter, and lalt
'.the longer, Ifa. liv. 7. Nay, hence fometimes ftrips

. them fo of all that they have had, or can do, that if
You afk what have you now to fay for yourfelves?
[nothmg but grace, their mouths are flopt. Hence
Phlm vi. ¢ Lord fave me for thy mercies fake.”
'Pfalm li. y1.  * According to the multitude of thy

‘ mercies,” &c. -

7. Hence the Lord fpeaks peace to his people, that
lbe may fay, I was fo vile, and yet loved; O grace!

Olove! Ezek. xvi. 63. When they fee nothing but
thame, and fhame covers them, and are afraid to appear
‘before God, it is'for this end. I will name na more. -
,Do you not obferve it? Semetimes you fhall find the
[L)rd fo ftrangely carrying matters, as if he did not,
ylove nor care for his people, againft the hair and
,grain of their defires, and when all comes to winding
\Up, it is to advance grace. All a man’s good days,
Pand bad days, all God’s frowns and finiles, all the

td’s food and phyfic, all Goed cares for, works,

ots for, it is to do his people no more hurt than
L I3 this,
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this to advance his grace in them, and by them.
All his hewings and hammerings of you, nay, his
knocking you to pieces, and new melting, and new
cafting of you, it is that yon may be veflcls of his
glorious grace, that you may be able to live in the
air of God’s grace, to fuck in, and breath out grace;
and let all the power of hell feck to blur it, yet grace
fhall conquer. Who would not be under grace? O
poor creature! Satan is tempting, fin vexing, yet
grace mult reign.

Secondly, This I fay, that God’s own people do
by ftrange ways and courfes deny the Lord, and de-
prive the Lord of the glory of his rich grace; for
that being the diamond in God’s crown, and the be-
Joved attribute wuich God intends to advance, all the
policy of hell is againft this; this is the reafon why -
Satan’s enmity is fo bitter againft faith, as in Peter;
and obferve, however there be many temptations, his
end is to cruth faith: the reafon is, as it is with aa
enemy, it the beficged has water brought to the city
by pipes, he cuis off them and flops them; fo faith
fetching all from grace, and returning all to grace,’
hence faith is oppofed moft; and hence the uarege-
nerate part will take Satan’s part, and doth ftrangely
rob the Lord of the glory of this; theugh I conlefs the
Lord will have it for'all that they feek to fcatter it,
Ifa. xliii. 21, 22. It is ftrange to fee how few plot:
for the praife of grace; hence, how many are flraitned,
‘nay, do crofs Chrift in this. As,

1. If the Lord give them not what grace they
would, then they flight what little he beflows; and
if he gives them much, then they folace them/elves
in it, and grow puft up and proud. It is the temper
of God’s own people to fet up fuch a meafure of God’s
grace and Spirit which they would have, and therein
they do well: Paul, Phil. iii. t1. looked to the refur.
retion of the dead; but if the Lord denies them that
(as he will make his people live from hand ta mouth),

‘ they
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© they flight what they have, either as if all were but
- hypocrify, or becaufe it is but little, not fo much
© as they would have, and herein they do ill; for
. here the Lord lofeth the glory of fome grace, for
. #tis grace that you haye the leaft defires after;
' sag, that you do but know what it is and fee the
~ want of it, and yet ever complainirg, and never

. rejoicing; for every degree of grace in faints, is

- fappofe the Lord fills the bottle full, and gives as .

vitwally faving, though formally common. But

much peace, affeCtions, enlargements of heart, as it

- has almoft required (for there are fpring-tides, and

over-flowing times of God’s Spirit), now they are
ready to fwell, and be puft up above meafure, as
Paul, 2 Cor. xii. 7. * Left I fhould be exalted above

“ meafure;”” for thepe is felf-love in faints. Hence -

they defire an excellency in themfélves: hence, when
they find none of their own, they are apt to deck and
fet out them{elves with what the Lord has done, and
fo to joy in this, and now to think themfelves better
than others of God’s faints, whereas thev fhould be
more vile, and advance grace the more, Eph. iii. 8.
“ To me the leaft of faints.” And hence the Lord
after greateft’ deliverances and mercies fends great for-

rows, as to them in the wildernefs.” Hence the Lord-

takes away affeCtions, and they die, that grace might
be the more advanced.

2. If the fins of their hearts are common, and can-
not be removed, and fo feem little, then they pafs
them by, and never take notice of them, God will
pardon them, and hence the Lord has fad times of
reckoning (with a rod in his hand) with his own
people, Ezek. vi. 9. That thole 1oofe times are heavy
times, this is for my negle&, &c.; but hereby grace
lofeth glory; for how can they fee how deeply
they are indebted to the Lord, if they cannot.fee
their debt? on the other fide, if their fins be
very violent, and their diftempers fo ftrong, that

: 14 they
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they think mone like me, now their hearts fink, and
die away, and grow difcouraged, and all the ufc they
make is this, I think it will aever be better with me,
. and can there be life for me fo dead, deliverance, re-
demption for me in fuch bondage, love for ome that
cannot but l-ath myfelf, and if others did know e,
they would do fo too. Can the Lord love me 2
Yes. beloved, that he can and will, I{a. lxii. 16.
¢ Though Abraham know us not, yet,”” &c. But
bere is your fin, whea you fhould make this ufe of
all, to feel the more need of grace to pity, and fay,
the more precious fhall grace be to me forewer: your
hearts now fink. The Lord brings his people inta
yery low condition to humble them, and to fhew
them more of his grace, Pfal. ixxviii. 19. ¢ Can God
¢ prepare 8 table?”” they fpake therein againft God:

fo it is here; for herein the Lord’s grace is feen, to
love them when lepers.
3. Grace that has been thewn for times paft, they
forget it, 2 Pet. i. 9. And what js this but deltroying
God’s grace? for why is grace fo precious at firlt
converfiog, that heaven and earth gre teo little go hold
praifes enough for it? Aund afterward, the Lord has
little love, O you forget what once you were, and
what the Lord has done; hence 1 Tim. i. 13, 14. [
was fo and [o, &c. but now have received abundant
grace. You have had many meetings with Gad,
many an{wers from God, many confulatioas and times
of refrefhing and reviving, and thefe forgottem and
buried, the life of them after a year or two expired,
And what is this but eclipfing God’s grace? On the
other fide, as for grace for time to come, they fear it,
elpecially when worms and no men in their own eyes.
Hence faith God, ** Fear not, worm Jacob,” Ifa. x]i,
14. There is a certain divining {pirit (as one once
told me), that until that was pulled out, no honopr
can the Lord get. Before you come to word or
prayer, thou wilt fear thou fhalt pever get any good;
éad
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snd when the Lond gives aidy, thos wilt fear thou
fhalt never held out; and what promife foever is
made, thou wilt fear thou fhait never find it. And
what does this but ecliple grace? we thould go with .
boldnefs to the thrope of grace; nay, hence, let the
:yd fend never fo much mercy for the prefent, a fear
cut off all, that all this will rife up in judgment -
ageinft me. ‘

4. When they are moft fit to honour God’s grace

by faith, now they will not believe, not then above

~ any other time: for then 3 man is moft fit to honour
- geace, when he feels moft need of it: and when hath
. he moft need, but when be feels mofl emptinefs? why
. vow above any other time a man will net come in,
. but will have fomewhat in himfelf firft, and then he
. will, when his heart is fo and (o {weetly {ettled, &e.

Heace Luke xiv. poor, aad blind, end lame, and halg
compelled to come in: one would think there needed
axt that; but mow when fittet, now they will not:

. for let any mas obferve what wonld endear his heart

fo much to grace as this: to think if it be the Lord’s
mind te fave 8 poor, dead, condemned creature, then
happy I! This is wonderful, this hsth quickened
gead love, snd dead faith, and a dead heart. And
on the other fide, if the Lord delay, if it comes not at
their own time, then they diftruft ity Grace! alas! [

- feel myfelf never a whit better: For there be twe
- things in faith,

Firft, A commg to Chrift, which is our work that

, s, God’s work ia us.

Secondly, Receiving what I come for from Chn&,

i which is the Lord’s work: Now, the. ﬁr(l gives qvis
~ dence he fhall have it, John vi. 35.37." Hence the
- Lord will have them rejoice.in what Chrift hath, as,
- % my grace is fufficieat;”” but if it comes not prefently,
~ then they caft off faith, and fo caft away grace, I fecl

Bo good: hence John iv. 48, &c. I know there is g
. feeming
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feeming coming to Chrift, to have the grace of Chrift
and fin too, and this you may well calt off: and a
coming for his grace and- Spirit only, and you defpife
grace, and diftrult the Lord if you caft off this, or
you feek to put the Lord out of his working by a co-
venant of grace (where he takes his time as he pleafes),
« and give a flat lie to all promifes of grace, and refule
to be contented with Chrift’s grace, that thou mighteft
have the more attributed to thyfelf, and the Lord the

lefs. ' '
* 5. Either they think not of the exceeding greatnefs
of the Lord’s love and free grace to them; and hence
Paul bows to heaven for this, Eph. iii. 16, 17. And
hence it comes to pafs, that look as it is with fweet
things, fwallow them down in the lump, you never
tafte the {weetnefs to purpofe, nor never commend
them; fo it is when men {wallow down God’s love,
and chew not upon it; whereas it they did but think of
it, O how fweet would it be! Pfalm Ixiii. 5, 6. Lord
how many days and weeks are {pent thus? It is appa-
rent, you have the profcflion of a Chriftian life; but
do you tafle the fweetnefs of a Chriftian courfe? No:
. why if you did think, you would; but you are weary
at night, ileepy in the morning, bufy in the day, dead
on the Sabbath: hence think not, hence give not God
the glory of grace: or if they do think of it," and the
greatnefs of it, then they cannot think fo great things
fhould be given unto them, or done for them: that
1God fhould love me as his fon, make me an heir of
all he has with him, redeem me that have defpifed
his blood: it is too good news to be true. lencc
the difciples believed not for joy, Luke xxiv. 41.
Hence, when delivered out of Babel, we were in a
dream; this robs the Lord of grace; for the greater
the love is, and the more you take, the more love fhall
the Lord have; it cannot be otherwife, if you come to

fay this is mine.

6. REither they will pore only on their fins, and
diftempers,
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diffempers, ard mileries, and never look unto Chrift
the brazen ferpent, and fearch for a righteoufnefs of
their own, and cannot find it, and hence pore ftill.
As when men have wourds, they only think on them,
that when awakencd out of fleep, they complain in
their beds like the Ifraelites, Exod. vi. 9. that would
not hear Moles becaufe of anguith. As.the impotent
man anfwered Chrift, John v. 5,6, 7. ¢ Wilt thou
“ be made whole?” he turns his eyes vpon his mifery,
“ I have none elfe to help me at the time;” here is
but this means, and- when I come myfelf, others ftep

1in before me, &c. Now, fo do men, and never look

beyond means, the Lord can, the Lord will, and fo
eye not lim: or, on the other fide, if they get healing
of their wounds, then they eye Chrift only, Eph. ii. 6.
Tuey were exalted in heavenly places, yet remember,
as verfe 11, 12. For let any Chriftian fee he is
poor and miferable, but be is not much affe@ed with
it, nor afflilted with it, and fo eye Chrift, and truft
to Chrilt, and eafe himfelf here, and fay we muft
look only to Chrift, either you will hear of his fall
(yea, and himfelf fhall find a decay), or he will grow
;cry proud, unfit to give all to Chrift. Is there grace
ere?
- 4. Either, if the Lord gives him any thing himfelf
and mercy, he will now add fomething of his own to
Chrift, and pull the veil of the law over the face of the
glory of Chrift, Gal. i. 6. or elfe do nothing at all for
him, unlefs it be when the good fit takes him, under
a pretence that Chrift muft do all; as here the five

‘wife virgins that fell afleep: and thus you fee how

grace is oppofed by the children of grace. Now
therefore my exhortation is, to take heed of this, and
be ever ready to attribute all to the Lord, as they
cried when the fecond temple was building from be-
ginning to the end, Zech. iv. 6, 7. fo that thou waft
fpared fo’long, that called by means that the Lord
fhould by faith accept, that he fhould fpeak peace,
: ‘ this
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this is grace, that though vile, yet he will fave nte:
" it iy grace, that though I can do nothiag, yet he will
help me, and afterwards crown me: O this is wonder-
ful grace! And, '

Firt, Do not only give the Lord the glory of
grace to redeem you from mifery; for this you may
do, and be full ready to give it, yet perifh at laft, as
the Ilraelites that fang God’s-praifes did, but that he
will fave thee from greater, that is, from fin. And,

Secondly, Not only when you feel nothing, but
when you feel moft, O to honour grace! And,

Thirdly, Not to do it coldly, but with a heart is-
flamed with a fenfe of it, that I live, I have, 1do,
am what I am: O, itis grace. So that now, if ths
Lord fhall come and afk you, what will you fay, ifl
will deliver you from all mifery, fubdue all fins, pafs
by all wrong, hear all prayers, do all good to thee,
do much good by thee, love thee every momeat, give
a kingdom when thy work is done to thee, and my-
felf better than all? fay, Lord I can never recompence
this; I fhall be, I hope, the more vile in my own eyes
forever, and give all to grace. O fing that fong, or
get that fong by heart now; for Rev. vii. ro. there is
a fong, ‘¢ Salvation to the Lamb,” which none elfe
could fing. Tlis is our work, and a great work
indeed,

" Queft. How fhall I do this?

Anf. 1. Get a new light from the Lord to fhew
you clearly the infinite, endlels, unknown evil of the
leaft fin; Paul was a proud Pharifee until he faw fin,
and Jer. iii. 24, 25. for if fin be feen, one fmile, one
day, nay, a moment’s breathing-time in this world will
be matter of amazement to thee after all thoy haft, sad
baft done: much more, when thou feeft fo many fins,
and that in-every thing: Intreat the Lord to do this.
We walk up and down the world, and fay we fin and
grieve the Lord; but O!.it is not known; happy
art thou if the Lord has difcovered it; then thou \fvilt

ay,
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fay, Why doth the Lord do any thing for me? could -
not he pick out ftones, nay toads that never finned
againft him, rather thamme to enjoy him, efpecially is
fin vile in thee, fo near God, and {o near heaven too.
Angels were hurled down for one fin.

2. Set a high price upon a little grace; a man will
be exceeding humbly thankful for the giving a little
of that which he higlfty efteems, much more for giving
much of what we value. The poor woman of Canaan,
Mat. xv. was glad of crumbs. How thankful do you
think fhe was for loaves? that made her ready to re-
ceive all;  Be it as thou wilt;” fo it fhall be with you;
for if you prize a little, O when all fhall be given, this
will {wallow you up into grace. And it is certain,
there is never a mercy but it is great, if you confider
him ‘that gives it, who receives it, him that bought it.
But the moft of God’s grace in us appears to be but
{mall; hence we prize it not, and hence never ready to
give all to the Lord again.

3. Learn to put a difference between your double
being: for every Chriftian has a double being: 1. In
himfelf. 2.  He has a fubfiftence in ChriR. Now
look upon yourfelves as in yourfelves, you will ever
complain there; ever dead, and never have your hearts
ready to blefs the Lord. .If you only lock on your-
felves in Chrift, you will be proud, and never give the
Lord honour. I fay therefore, put a difference be-
tween thefe two; for men appropriatipg to themfelves
what is Chrift’s, they rob Chrift of his glory. Ilence
Paul fo humble, 1 Cor. xv. 10, 11. For, if you look
uponyourfelf, I am dead, guilty, condemned, weak, here
will be fhame; if any life, or grace, this is Chrift’s.

"As a man on a mount is the fame man, no taller, only

the mountain makes him fo; fo think of thylelf. Or
88 a2 mud-wall, the fun fhines on it, but in itfelf it is a
mud-wall flill; all the warmth is from the fun. .

4. Learn to love grace; what we love we will feek
the good of mare than our own, aed commend it.
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Firft, It is the only firlt mover of all our good:
thou fhouldit never have had a drachm of peace or
mercy. Whny haft it? The Lord will have it fo,
grace pleads it may be fo; this is the only petitioner
at court againft the cry of fin, againft the cry of
juftice. :

Secondly, It is the only fupport under the heavieft
evils; fometimes God frowns, and hell {mokes, and
Satan tempts, and fin rageth, and it may be no feeling
of grace, no reafon to fhew there fhall. ever be any;
now what have you done, what will you do? Fly
for refuge to the promile of grace, Heb. vi. 18. It
is fuch a friend as holds up the head when finking,
when dying holds that, when all fails, and againft
which the gates of hell cannot prevail. To him that
lays hold on grace, this is wonderful. " Paul was a
man taken with grace; hence, he every where com-
mends it, * I was received to mercy,” &c. 1 Tim..i.
13, 14. -

5. See how the Lord loves that thou fhouldft honour
it, for the greatett honour grace has, is by faith;
_ hence they are put for one, Rom. iv. 16. and the
great caule why faith [tirs not, is becaufe he fees not
how the Lord thall have by it the praife of his rich
grace, nor how the Lord loves it thould do fo. For,
if a man did {ee how by faith he fhall honour grace,
and how the Lord is pleafed with it, it would draw
the heart to be affured, and to blefs grace; for when
the foul feels itfelf at worlt, why doth it not believe?
I fhall prefume: True, if you have this only in your
eye to fave yourfelt; but if the Spirit prelents the
glory of grace, and this draws your will that you will
glorify grace, then you will fay it is no prefumption
fo to do, and {o to believe; for the Lord loves his
grace, and all means for the glory of grace. Hence,
he will ufe faith for that end, to honour grace. Oh
therefore fee how the Lord loves to have thee honour
it. This gives God’s heart full reft; this is that

) which
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which he defires moft, becaufe it is hig end: This is
that which all the bufinefs of the world is for: O fee
how he loves it! and then you will love to aét thus.
Now fet upon this laft work: look over all your life,
and like bees gather honey from every flower, and
then come loaden home; {o do you, and look over
all the Lord’s love, turn over all the leaves of it: The
Lord has called me; Why? It is becaufe Chrift has
redeemed; and why that? becaufe the Father has chofen:
And why me? To glorify his grace: And why me rather
than another? No reafon, but he would. This I doubt
not will be the work of heaven, I am glorified becaufe

_ called, becaufe redeemed, becaufe eletted, for none

other reafon why, and here aftonifhed. You have not
Chriftian hearts in you, that will now have no care to
do this work there before you are turned off the ftage:
you poor doubting fpirits, that fec fo much vilenefs,
and cannot be -perfuaded, be not difcouraged. Wait
for the Lord, and fay, if he fhall fave, I fhall forever
love him the more. Now hold here, and be ready to
do fo, and it is certain tHbu art a veflel of glory, ready
to fing the fong of the Lamb, and thalt follow him
wherever he goes.

CHAP. IX. SECT. L.

Concerning the Soul's immediate clofing with the Perfon
of Cbrift, as the propgr object of faving faith.

3. Went fortb to mees the Bridegroom.

HERE needs the explication of three things:
I. Who is the Bridegroom? .
Anf. The conclufion of this parable is the expli-
cation of this, viz. the Son of Man, the Lord Jefus
Chrift, who, according to the feveral conditions, or
difpofitions the church is in, appears to his church
under feveral relations and titles. The church is op-
' . prefled
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prefied by her encmies, he appears now to her as her
prince and kiog: the church wants wifdum, light, and
life, he appears now unto her as an head. The church
has been feeking of his love, and yielding herfeif to
the obedience of him as her Lord: at laft he appesrs
more fully to her as an hufband, or as a bridegroom
with whom fhe is to have her nearef and everlaftiog
fellowthip and communion, and fo here. And when
Chrift comes to fhew moft fpecial love, and to have
moft {pecial fellowthip with his pecple, he thus ftiles
himfelf, Ifa. liv. 5, 6. So John iii. 29. And when
the church has taited that love, the calls him fo.
" JL. What is it to meet the Bridegroom?

Anf. To enjoy fellowhip and familiarity with hinr.

JII. What is it, to go forth to meet the Bridegroom?

Anf. There are but three ways of guing forth to
saeet with Chrift in Scripture. ;

1. When foul and body at the laft day mieet the
Lord in: the clouds of the air, x TFhef. iv. r7. Thus
the whole church, the bride, fhall appear in glory
to meet the bridegroomr. @ .

2. When the foul only goes out of the body by the
miniftry of angels, to meet the Lord in heaven, as3
Paul that knew not whether in or out of the body,
2 Cor. xii. 3. * We know it here thall go out of the
« body:» as Chrilt is fgid when he went to heaven,
« ] go to my Father, and your Father:” fo it goes
forth then to Chrift, Ecclef. xii. 7. and neither o
thefe can be meant here: For,

Firft, This fhews the ftate of the Jewifh-church long
before Chrill’s coming, at lealt among many of them.

Secondly, Becaule the fhutting out, ver. 10. is by
and at death: hence letting in s fo too. MNow this
-was before. - .

3. When the foul gaes out of itfelf by faith: Hence
John vi. 35. it is called coming to Chrift; and thi
not any phyfical natural departing of the foul out
the body, but ethical, fupernatural, by the operati
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of the foul out of itfelf. And look as the whole foul
by unbelief departs from God in Chrift, fo the whole
foul by faith comes again to God by Chrift. The mind
fees, affeCtions make after him, will faftens on him,
and there depends. This is the firlt work of faith,
or the firft faith, the coming (as in all motions there
bare two extremes) of the foul from a nothingnefs,

-emptinefs in itfelf, to an allnefs and fulnefs in Chrift: |

-And s it i8 in other motions, if there was a vacuyum,
'there would be motus in inftanti ; fo if there was an
| emptinefs feen in the world, and all the works of it,
and in all fears that all mountains were caft down,
faith then would fuddenly come by the Spirit to the
Lord Jefus, and this coming to Chrift is not meant
L here: For,
alF irft, Thefe virgine were efpoufed to Chrift by faith,
y. .
Secondly, At the firft coming to Chrift *it goes to
the Lord for life in him, and from him; but here,
 having life already, they go forth to live with him:
there the foul goes out te meet him in the gofpel, in
‘the promife; here the virgins go forth to meet him in
-glory. There the foul goes to be juftified by him,
here the virgins go to be glorified with him: and there-
' fore it is meant of a fecond going out of the foul by
fome fpecial afts of faith, after that it does believe,
. and after it'is ready for him. And for explication,
' Ruefr. 1. From whence doth the foul go? -
_4nf. Tt is chiefly going out of this world by tramp-
ling this moon under her feet, by forgetting this her
fatfter’s houfe, by a holy contempt of it, and a lLoly
 dying to it, and all the glory of it. For it is a thoufand
- to one if Satan does not entangle here, if Lot be not
taken with Sodom, though burnt out there; and if
this going out is to enjoy the Lord in agother world
chiefly, then going out is from the oppofite term, from
, this world, ~ Hence Paul fingles Out .this mercy,
' Gal. i 4. Chrift gave himfelf to deliver us from this
K . prefent
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evil world. O fay men, it is a good world; and good
being here. It is an evil world: it is fo when death
comes, but for prefent it is beft. No, it is a ¢ prefent
evil world.”

Queft. 2. By what adts of faith doth it go forth?

Anf. There be two affeCtions of the foul that chiefly
look to a good abfent, yet loving that géod, go forth !
to meet it, thofe are hope and defire; like the blind
man and the lame, both together can make a fhift to
go. Hope like the eye goes out and looks, defire like
the feet runs out and longs. The going forth there-
fore to meet Chrift, is: 1. By a real expeQation of
him. 2. By a longing defire to be with thim. Hope
gets on the top of the world, and cries, O I fee him;
defire ftands by, and longs for him, O come Lord.
A carelefs blind world looks not for him, the bride
doth, Rev. xxii. 17. 20. ¢ O come Lord Jefus, come
“ quickly;” by love and joy we embrace and enter-
tain the bridegroom, by hope and defire we go forth
to meet the bridegroom. Hence many things are to
be obferved, and yet not all‘I might.

'SECT. IL

Dodt. 1. 'THAT the obje&t to which faith chiefly
looks, and clofeth with, is the perfon of the Lord

efus.
! It is the bridegroom himfelf that the virgins chiefly
have to do withal; they are efpoufed to him as in
Mmarriage; there is a giving of themfelves one unto
another; they make themfelves ready for him, they go
out to meet-him: It is him they love, it is him they
want, it is him they look for, it is him.they clofe with-
al: Whorifh lovers look not after him, but his: His
- peace to comfort them when in horror and fear, his
mercy to fave them from eternal flames; but virging
Jook to him,-they look to (His) indeed, but it is him-
felf chiefly they care for, John i. 12. to ¢ fo many
<t as
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¢ as received him, ht gave power to be fons,” John
vi. 27. when the people followed him, but it was for

' loaves: ¢ Labour not for bread that perifheth, but
. % &c, for him hath the Father fealed,” Mat. xiii. 44.

The man did not buy thé treafure, but bought the field:

it is him faith feeks for, Jer. 1. 4. * They fhall feek
“ the Lord weeping;”’ it is him faith chufes, and is
contented with, ¢ Whom have I in heaven but thee
Pfal. Ixxiii. 25. it is him faith glories in, Ifa. xlv. 25.
“ In him fhall-all the feed of Ifrael glory.”

SECT. I,

Riaﬁm 1.IT is chiefly and firftly the perfon of
Chrift that the Father gives unto the foul, Ifa. ix. 6.

. Hence faith lays hold on him: It is not feemly to keep

a portion from any, much lefs orphans portion. Faith
empties a man fo as it makes kim the pooreft orphan in
the world; now the Fathercannot, will not keep back his
portion, but gives it him: Wicked men have their por-
tion in this world, Pfalm xvii. 14. and they think the

Lord loves them becaufe he bleffes them: they have

many moral excellencies given them, which makes them
hanoured and lovely in the eyes of men, and they have

honour, and that is their reward; they have bread,

but not the ftaff of bread; they have ordinances, but
not the Lord in them: the Lord gives them anfwér

. to many prayers, but néver gives them himlelf, nor

- his Son; this is higheft love. But it is his Son him-
. felf he gives to orphan, fatherlefs, helplefs creatures;
: for the Lord is their portion, Lam. iii. 24. The ¢ por-
+ ¢ tion of Jacob,” Jer. x. 16. Hence it is him that
 faith receives, and pitches upon; fo that the Lord may

deny them many outward, many inward bleffings, yet
they have himfelf that is better than all, better, as he
faid, than « ten fons.” Children may be prodigals
for a time, but when in want, they will then fue for
their portion. Saints for a time may mifpend all

K2 times,
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times, talents, ordinances the Lord gives, but the Lord
will bring them to want, and then they will fue for
their portion, and the Lord will give, and they will
receive that. "

Reafon 2. Becaufe there is no fatisfying of the Fa-

ther without him; bring Benjamia with you, or never .
look to fee my face. - 'I'he confcience of a man can

never be pacified until God is fatisfied for all wrongs.
Now, the Lord Jefus has fatisfied; nay, perfected for-
ever them that are fantified, “ by once offering up
¢ of himfelf to~God,” Heb. x. 14. Now the foul
never comes to have fettled peace in his own confcience
(though peace was purchaled before), but by offering
up of the Lord Jefus by faith, even Chrift himfelf:
the foul wants him, the Father fhews a ram in the

bufh, gives Chrift; and that the foul gives him for -

fatisfattion, and offers him to God again. As the
priefts in the old law, when the facrifice was flain,
then it was offered. God offers the foul a crucified

-Son, faith takes him and offers him, ¢ Lord, behold

< thy Son,” Rom. iii. 25. And hence comes propi-
tiation and peace, peace to fee that God is fatisfied.
Now, if by faith we come to have the peace of the
Father’s fatisfattion with us, then it muft needs pitch
upon the perfon of the Son firft. Hence many never
have peace, becaufe it is not a Son himfelf they look
for, but fomewhat from him: they are blind, and dead,
end hard; and thefe things they would have helped,
but clofe not with Chrift himfelf.

Reafon 3. Becaufe the foul can neither aQually re.
ceive, nor expet to receive any thing from Chrift,
unlefs it has firft pitched upon the perfon. of Chrift.
A man may hope he fhall, and prefume and think he
thall, and it may be, receive fomewhat out of the com-
mon courtefy Chrift thews to them that look towards
him, but never fhall receive any faving good thing
till now, John vi. 53. ¢ Unlefs ye eat the flefh of the

« Son of God, and drink his blood, ye have no life.”’

Look



R |

-

JTEN VIRGINS. 149

Look as it is in our eating, as if a man fhould feek
to get nourifhbment out of meat or drink, not by feed-
ing on itfelf; fo it is here: Some faid this was a hard
{aying, and fo it is to a carnal heart, Rom. viii. 32.
Aund hence obferve when the Lord promifes ‘any great
thing to his plople, Ifa. vii. 14. he ever brings in the
L?rd Jefus, that if he fhall be given, then all things
alfo.
Reafon 4. Becaufe true faith ever clofes with Chrift
‘by love to Chrift, as falfe faith clofes with him out
of felf-love, Cant. i. 2, 3. ¢ The virgins love thee:”

- That is love, indeed, which is fet upon the perfon.

The Lord never puts his pearl, nor fets it in a iwinifh
faith that contemns the Son: No, it is a precious

" faith that loves the Lord. Hence, it carries the foul

to the beloved. . '
SECT. 1V. .
Ufe 1.HENCE fee the reafon why the Lord

| keeps his people hungry, and empty, and cuts them
. fhort of mauy fpiritual bleflings : It is that they might
- clofe with, and be contented with the perfon of the

. There are three things fome of God’s people
Jeek for, and find not, if the Lord iatends good to

" them:

1. They defire ‘the comforts, and conveniencies,
and peace of this world: O reft is fweet! and the
Lord will give them none’of, thefe, or keep them at
thort commons with thefe: And why? That they
might lay-up their peace, and find all in himfelf,
Gen. xv. 1, 2. Abraham, after the flaughter of the
kings, was in fear that he might make the Lord bis
fhield, Hof. ii. 6, 7. ¢ She fhall feek her lovers, but
“ fhall-not overtake them.” '

2. They feek for fome good to themfelves, in them-
felves, from themfelves; I would fain believe and

T camuot; I would fain do (fays a man), but alas he

K3 grows
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grows worle and worfe; the commandment comes,
you will do, there is your tafk, do it, yet they languith
and die, and why fo? Jer. iii. 22. that they might
look for help and righteoufnefs in another. < Inthe
Lord our God is the falvation of Ifrael;” not from the
mountains the ftrongelt helps and mean¢; in the Lord
it is alone. .

3. They feek for grace, and ftrength, and peace
from the Lord Jefus very importunately, and many
times very impatiently, and fo finfully too, and the
Lord denies them; it has been better with them than
now, therefore they wonder the Lord fhould be fo full,
and they fo empty, and think fometimes to feek no
more, and the Lord denies a dole at this door too,
that they might content themfelves, and -lay up their
joys in the Lord Jefus Chrift, 2 Cor. xii. 9. * My
« grace is fufficient;” It is ftrange that Chrift fo
able, fo ready to help, yet denies: I confefs it is
fometime fome 1uft and ftumbling-block the Lord Jefus
fees, O but againft that they feek, and truly here is
the caufe, that having no good from him, they might
place all their happinefs and felicity in him. Look as
it was with Jacob, a great famine comes, and all the
facks are fpent, and they are ufed roughly, though
not hardly nor wrongfully, and all was to bring them
to the fight and embracings of Joleph: all the time
. of famine was for this. So the famine of fpirit is to
laft long, and the Lord denies fupply, to bring the
foul to fee, embrace, and rejoice in the Lord Jefus; .
The moft flourithing trees in God’s houfe fhall have
their winter feafon, and caft their coat, that thej might
preferve themfelves in their root. This is the great
wound of many a believing foul for a time, to reft
more contented with what he receives from the Lord, .
than to quiet himlclf and his heart with what is in the
Lord: Man would have his loft happinefls in his own
hand, and this the Lord will not fuffer his people
to lie in long, Gen. xxvi. 4. and the beft and fureft

: courfe



TEN VIRGINS. 151

-courfe that can be taken, is to cut them fhort of all:
for faith is an unconquerable grace; that whatever it
lofes out of its own hand, it will find it and enjoy it
in another. And therefore fee God’s end, and meet
the Lord in this end of his. See all in the Lord, and
fee in your bleflednefs therein all your wants, lay it up

: there, that if you will boaft, here you may do it all
- the day long: for this is God’s greateft plot,. to pull
~ all men down, that his Son may be fet up, to wither

all the grafs and beauty of all the flowers of the field,

* that the glory of the Lord might be revealed. I muit

here give you a tafte, for it does me good to think,
and it will do you more good to enjoy the fweetnefs
of this truth. There are four things you defire ally

- which are "chiefly laid up in Chrift, to that end that

you might in all wants quiet your hearts with unfpeak-
able peace there.'

1. The free grace and love of the Father; thi§ is
that I hope which you prize moft, pray for moft, fegr
the lofs of moft, would rejoice in the having of molt,
without which thy life is death, and bleflings curfings,
and death the beginning of hell. Would you fee this

. love better than life to thee? O I cannot fee it, or

but very little of it. It is true, look upon yourfelves .

- you can fee but little, many fears, many tears, many

heart-forrows, many: temptations, many delertions,
many vexing fins, many denials to your prayers; but

* Olook up to that ointment which is poured upon this

blefled head, that love is fhed abundantly upon the
Son from before all world-, and look what love,

’ what grace the Father fhews to him, that love is
thine; that love in him is fhewn to thee, 2 Tim. i.

9 10. Here ftand amazed-all ye people of the Lord,

‘you have heard the Lord loves you, and fometime be-

lieve it, but being under water, cannot conceive of
I, nor fee how he loves you, how dearly, how abun-
dantly; O look naw upon the love of God the Father
m the Son, as he loves hilrz, fo he loves thee a worm,

4 ) - 2
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a devil, notwithftanding all thy want, all thy fias, all’
thy miferies, John xvii. 23. 26. '

2. Life: O death is terrible, and s dead heart is
woful, it is the great plague that lies upon men with-
out Chrift, that are ftrangers to the life of God,
Eph. iv. 18. Is thy heart ever fo joyed as whenit
is moft enlarged for God, and hath moft delight and
. liberty in the ways of God: Alas! thy life is buta
lingering ficknefs, & poor life to that which thoua haft
in Chrift. O look up there, Col. iii. 3. You thisk
when your hearts are affeted, and _warmed, and!
quickened in prayer by word, or by divine thoughts, &c.
O, if it might be ever fo, how happy! O, baut it dies-
prefently, and thou knoweft not how. Look up to the
Lord Jefus, he is alive when thou art dead, and his life
is thine, and it is ever thine in him, even eternal life,
1 John v. 10, 11, 2. < This is the record, that he
< hath given us ecternal life;”> Alas! I find none. {
Q, it is in his Son, in whom thou liveft a better life
than men, than kings, than angels. And I doubt not :
but the Lord fuffers temptations to rob you of your
life, that you might find it when it is loft here, and
rejoice that when you have none, yet here it is:
Blefled be God, he will keep our lives as the life of
Jacob was knit up, and bound up in the life of the
child; nay that life is ours.

3. Conqueft and vitory over all enemies; it may -
be, you fay often the Lord hath commanded me to
feek for help, and he will help, he hath promifed fo
to do, but I find my diftempers flill raging, Satan
ftill buffeting, and winnowing, and vexing, and foil-
ing: and as I feel many, fo I fear more forrows be-
fore I die, and then death and delufion, that at laft I
may be deceived: Nay, the agonies of hell many
times affault me, and then I am put to a lofs, that is
it poffible I fhould efcape? Why beloved, the Lord
Jefus conquered death, .and fin, ‘and hell, and the
grave, and Satan, with all the ftrength of darknci:

.. C an
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and delufion, and. hath fpoiled them, Col. ii, 14, 15.
- And now he is in heaven in his kingdom triumphing
over them, that they cannot hurt him. I, but what is
that to me? Why, this very viftory is thine: hence
. we are faid to be dead with him, Rom. vi. 8. and
' rifen with him, Col. iii. 1. Nay, to fit in ** heavenly
“ places,” as it were trinmphing in him, in glory
with him, Eph. ii. 6. Nay, Heb. x. 4. ¢ He hath
* by one offering perfeted his people for ever that
“ are fanctified:” It is true, you may rejoice in that
you thall conquer; but O remember this, it is done
- already in thy head, and in thy hufband.

4. Immutability and certainty of ftanding in a hap-
Jy eftate; for this is that which fads the heart, I fhall
fall at’laft. How is it poffible but I thould be fo?
No, beloved, look upon the Lord Jefus, in him thou
ant; if he can fall, if he can die, if he can be caft from
. the Father’s face, then thou mayeft; believe * that
' “Ilive, you fhall live alfo,”” John xiv. 19.. Adam
- indeed was chofen to be head of mankind, and as
- when he flood perfe&t, we ftood, fo (though mutably)
he falling we fall: fo we are chofen in Cbrift, and as
- he ftands unchangeably, fo we ftand: and as he was
tempted every way, yet did not, could not fall, no
more canit thou: So that, O that the Lord would give
. you hearts to learn this leflon, when there is nothing
but want in thee: Do not fhift fo much for a little
* from the Lord, but fee God’s end and -reach it. O
rejoice, glory in, and blefs the Lord. This was Paul’s
. life, and the life of. the churches firft planted. O
blefs the Lord for all fpiritual bleflings in Chrift; this’
will be joy in forrow, life in death, this is golden faith,
this will anfwer all fears; when Satan faith, thou haft
not this or that, nor canft not do this nor that, and te
* hell therefore thou muft go; reply again, it is true, I
have little, I am dead, but Chrift lives for ever; I may
fall in myfelf, 1 never can fall in him; that which he
hath is mine. '

‘e Objeit,

..
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"Objeft: Tt is true, they may do this, that know the
* .Lord Jefus is theirs, but alas! I know not that. -

Anf. If you do not, you muft wait then until the
Lord make himfelf known unto you; but tell me, wiil
you de this, if you did thus know it? It may be fome
of you have not done fo, unlefs by force fometimes,
and you will find it one of the tougheft works of faith
that is: What is a poor man better for enother’s
wealth? a3nd a fick man for another’s health, and a
naked man when others are clothed? Yet beloved,
by virtue of the power of faith, and our union to the
Lord Jefus, a-man is the better. A woman that is
thatched to a prince may have nevér a penny in her
purfe,- and yet fhe rejoiceth in that her hufband hath
it. It is the fecret nature of faith to make a man all
one with Chrift, in Chrift, in that- manner that I
cannot find fuch an union in the world; and hence his
health, - his [cloaths, his grace, his life may be matter
of as much joy as if a man had all this in himfelf.
And becaufe many a foul hath Chrift, but feeling
fuch emptinefs in himfelf, as that he cannot think fo,
and it may be would do fo if he faw whether he might
do fo or iot: I fhall therefore exprefs my thoughts

‘to them thus in thefe particulars,

1. That all that fulnefs that is in the Lord Jefus, it
is not for himfelf, -but for them that want it, John
xvii. 19. he might have been blefled in his Father’s
bofom without thee; why fhould he therefore live, *
and do, and fuffer, and rife, and glorify his bleffed
natare, but for them that wanted this. He is filled
with wifdom, life, ftrength, becaufe men are blind,
dead, weak.

2. But you will fay, all the world want it, and yet
few in the world fhall ever have any fhare there, there-
fore all them in the world that hunger after all that
good that-is in him, they may now in the abfence of
it content themfelves with it, that there it is in him
for them; for the Lord fills the hungry, and fo hungry

as
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- asitis not fomething or other that they pick out, baut
. all Chrift, and all of that that is in Chrift: now is the
fealon to eat, if bread and hunger meet, now fatisfy
yourfelf. 2 Cor. xii. 9. Paul prayed, and the Lord
. denied, yet now the Lord bid him fecd on his grace:
. fo that when thy heart afks, what haft thou to do with
him when fo vile? Anfiwer, Yet the Lord hath all, and
" Iwant him, and hunger after him. Take heed of
defpifing his grace; if thou halt no hunger, the Lord
be merciful to thee!
3. If you have fo contented yourfelves with hl'n,
as now you place all your felicity in him, to this end,
. to receive life from him, as a man fatisfies himfelf
* with bread that he may have life: for as I would not
damp the faith of the ele&, no more would 1 patro-
nize the floth of the wicked. Many a man it may be
may fay, I have nothing in myfelf, and all is in
' Chrift, and comfort himfelf there, and {o fall afleep;
! hands off and touch not this ark, left the Lord flay
thee: a Chrift of clouts would ferve.your turn as
well. Run not to this temple to make it a den of
your thievith heart; no, do you fo content, or will
you fo content yourfelves with him, as to account
yourfelves happy here, that all the world is dung in
refpect of this; and this you do to fuck and receive
' more from Chrift, and fo to be like him: now hold
- here, and live here, and rejoice.here for ever, Phil:
iit. g, 10, 11. Ifa. xii, 2, 3. Firft, « The Lord is
“ my fong and falvation;” therefore we will draw
hence: if the Lord gives nothing, yet I have it in him;

. him. O take this courfe: 1. Left you lcfe Chrift
-and all too. 2. Left the Lord ever keep you fhort in
. a complaining-condition. 3. That you may be every
* day and moment in heaven, and win the crown from
; every hypocrite who knows not what this life in Chrift
means. 4. That the Lord may be your glory, for he

[ is not only the glory of God, but of his people Ifrael
. too.

if be gives any thing, the honour fhall be given to = °
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too. 5. That you may love yourfelves the lefs,” and
the Lord the more. , .

"SECT. V.

. Ufe 3. HENCE, fee a neceffity of feeing and
knowing Chrift, before a man can believe, or if ever
the foul believe; for, if faith clofes with the perfon of
the Lord Jefus; the {ame faith malft firft fee that per-
fon: If it takes the Bridegroom himfelf, it muft fee
and know .him firft. Did you ever fee any efpoufed
together that did not firft fee and know each other!
the eye muft firft fee, my meaning is, there muft pre-
cede this a& of the underftanding to fee Chrift, be-
fore a man can clofe with Chrift by his will: forl
aiim not at this, whether it goes before in time, but in
order of nature it does precede, and abfolutely necef-
fary it is: Hence John vi. 40. ¢ He that fecth and
¢« believeth in the Son hath eternal life:” This is
fo peceflary to faith, that faith itfelf puts on this name,
Ifa. lLiii. 11. * By his knowledge.” Luke xix. 41.
¢ O that thou hadt known.” Ifa:xlvi. 21. ¢ Look
¢ unto me, and be {aved.”” And hence unbelief in
Scripture is exprefled by being blinded, Rom. xi. 7, 8.
for though Chrift be abfent from us on earth, yet that
is the excellency of faith, it makes things abfent pre-
{ent, and {ees unfeen things, Heb. xi. 1. John viii. 6.
¢ Abraham faw my day;” and that is the wonder-
ment of faints; there is light in Gotfhen when ail
Egypt is dark, when others are’ blinded they fee,
" Ifa. Ix. 1, 2.
RQueft. What is this knowledge or feeing of the Lord?
Anf. I make this queftion, partly becaufe this is
the firft chief evangelical work, as it appears to us;
nay, indeed, it is in a manner all; hence Mat. xi. 27.
¢ T thank thee thou haft hid thefe things,” &c. If
this be right, faith is right, &c. And if this be not,
a man’s faith is but a fancy, and a man’s fanification
. and
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and reformation, hopes, defires, are but the works of
death and darknefs, if this fun be not rifen: And
partly alfo becaufe all the policy and power of Satan
I is to blind the eye here; for then he knows men will
. fumble at every ftep, 2 Cor. iv. 4. He will help to
. believe, and joy in believing, and reformation after
. that joy, that a man might content himfelf with this
joy and faith, and look not after the fight of Chrift.
i And if 1 was to leave the world, I fhould leave tbis to
| be thought of, as Chrift told the woman of Samaria,
! % Ye worfhip whom ye know not,” fo men believe
| in whom they know not, and pray to one whom they
koow not, and depend on whom they fce mot, and
hence do not wonder at an adulterous generation
rifing up, that deny all evidencing of a man’s juftifica-
tion from his fanétification, and that it is but 2 fading
thing, becaufe they never felt what it meant, be.
caufe they never knew what the Lord Jefus meant,
and therefore liften to it. I fay therefore firft what
this knowledge is not, for every man has fome
knowledge.

~ 1. There is a kpowledge of the Lord Jefus by
report, the fame of a man may come where himfelf is
not feen; fo of Chrift, there may be a fame fpread of
him, and of fome excellencies in him, where he is not
favingly known, and this is not feeing of Chrift; for
a man may live and die a damned creature with this
knowledge. The Samaritans had fome knowledge
by report of the Mefliah, John iv. 25.  When he
“ is come he will tell us all things,” fo many among
us hear that Chrift is come, and rifen, and glorified,
i and the Saviour of the world and of finners, &c. But
how come they to know this? By way of tradition
and report only. I confefs this knowledge may be a
means in the ele& to bring them to faving knowledge,
as in the Queen of Sheba that heard Solomon’s fame,
and the difciples, Jobni. ¢ Come and fee.” But re.
probates are not drawn hv it, as Herod, Luke xxiii. 8. ~

¢ heard
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s« heard many things of Chrilt,” but never faw him
till he came to judge him. So here, becaufe they can
live well without Chrift, hence relt content with the
bare report. Whereas they that had difeales, heard
of his fame, and came to fee Jefus. *

2. There is a knowiedge of Chrift from his works, -
as we know what trade and what artificers many men
be, becaufe thefe are external things, yet know not
the man: fo there is a kmowledge of Chrift by his
works, that by him the worlds were made, Heb. i
and all creatures governed, and a2 man may fee him in
his trading with others, and himfelf, all comes from
him, that a man may fay, the Lord has done all this, and
that for me, and yet firangers to Chrift. And if men
be ignorant of him here, he may do fuch wonderful
things befoge their eyes, that they cannot but wonder
and fay, this is the Lord’s work, and yet know him
not, Mat. xi.20. He upbraided the cities where moft
of his mighty works were done, but they faw him not,
John xv. 24. ¢ If T have not done,” &c.. The Lord
‘may work ftrange temporal deliverances, that you
may know all power is in Chrift’s hand to fave and
pardon, Mat. viii. 27. fo as to marvel and not envy;
¢ What manner of man is this that winds and feas
¢« obey him?” It is true, the faints do know the
Lord, but they are not idle fpeltators and receivers of
him; but O that I might have that Chrift himfelf,
they do him no good, give him no content without
him; as he faid, ¢¢ What giveft thou me if I.go child-
“ lefs”” John ix. Chrift had opened the blind mah’s
eyes, and yet he cries, ¢ Lord, who is he}’ ver. 36,
37, 38.; whereas others fee the works of Chrift, and
vanith, or if affefted, an evil {pirit comes on them, as
on Saul when he faw David’s love.

3. There is a literal knowledge of the Lord Jefus
by the bare letter only of the word, and it is wrought
in this manner. A man doth not only take up the
- knowledge of Chrift by report, nor from his works,

A . but
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but he hears, reads, is well catechifed concerning Chrift
and all his offices, and’ benefits, that there is much.
light let in; hence, his mind having thofe literal rela-
. tions, guefleth at them, and conceives of them, and
becaufe the mind is carnal, it apprehends them in a
carnal manner (though it thinks it fees Chrift truly).
Hence a man, having a form of this knowledge in his
- head, he may be able to exprefs .much, and make a
large confeflion of his faith, difcoutfe of points of con-
- troverfy in matters that concern Chrift, and juftifica.
tion by Chrift, &c. and infiru& others, and yet having
no more, know not all this while what the Lord Jefus

is. .
" Firft, Becaufe as he was a carnal Jew that had but
the form of knowledge in the law, Rom. ii. 20. fo he
is but a carnal Chriftian that has but a form of know~
* ledge in the gofpel. The Jews were exceedingly verfed
in Scripture, and boafted they heard God, and faw God,
- Chrift tells them, they never heard his voice, nor faw
. his face, John v. 3. that is, they only faw it literally,"
not favingly.

Secondly, This is but a carnal knowledge, which
letter and fancy beget, 1 Cor. ii. 14. ** He cannot know
“ them, becaufe they are fpiritually difcerned.” -

Thirdly, It is a dead knowledge, or will be dead
and unfavoury; and hence; many that know much of
Chrift, feed on their lufts ‘and dunghill delights, be-
caufe their knowledge feeds them not, fills them not,
as fancies do not feed. . .

Fourthly, It is a falfe knowledge; for give a blind
man a delcription of the fun, or a taftelefs man of
honey, he may fet up a falfe image and deceive himfelf,
and {o doth this. Many fet up a falfe image of Chrift,
and truft to that. Or, as in defcription of another
country, when he fees it, then he fees he was deceived:
fo faints fee they were deceived, and faw not Chrift,
nor fin, nor God, and fo thall men in hell fee; hence
Ifa, vi. g. ¢ In feeing they fee not:” How came that
. to pals? They did fee, but faw not really.

' Fifthly,

4
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Fifthly, It is fuch 2 knowledge as hinders from
faving-knowledge of Chrift, John ix. 39. ¢ Icame
¢ that they that fee might be made blind.” The wife
Iearned Corinthians muft become foolithnels, and the
light that is in thee is darknefs. This light ftandsin
* your light: and yet this is the knowledge that thoufand
thoufands content themfelves withal, and hence catch
hold on Chrilt, and think they have him, whea in truth
it is but the image and fancy of him.

. Quefs. What then is this knowledge or fecing of Chrift?
- Anf. There is a fecing of Chrift after a man be-
lieves, which is Chrilt in his love, &c. but I fpesk
of that firft light of him that precedes the fecond 3
of faith, and it is an intuitive or real fight of him as
he is in his glory. Chrift reveals his wonderful glory
to the foul really, as from grace. A man hears fint0
be the greateft evil, and fometimes conceives by argy-
ment how, but fees not the thing fin, though he fees
the word fin: fo a man that never travelled into foreiga
parts, may hear, and read, and fpeak of countries: of
as herbalifts read of the nature of plants and trees, y&t
never faw the things,. nay, trample upon them when
they fee them: fo it is one thing to réad of the funit
a book, or to know it by relation, another thing t@
know it by fight. ‘This is therefore the faving-know-
ledge of Chrift, to fee the Lord in his glory as he is
not perfetly, for that is in heaven; hence we th
there fee him, and be like unto him, but imperfeQlly
and in part, 2 Cor. iii. 18.. * ‘Changed here into th
“{fameimage.” Andthisappears fromthefe four grouads

1. That knowledge the faints have of Chrift, it
not by bare word only, but alfo by the Spirit.
word relates Chrift, but the Spirit is the interpre
of the word: the interpreter of heaven muft interpr
the language of heaven. Now, the Spirit ever fhe
us things as they are, even though they be deep thin
and myfteries, ‘it makes them plain, 1 Cor. ii. 9, !

¢ As the fun when it arifeth it fcatters all darkm:fsl,I
& w
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% when this day ftar arifeth:” Not that thefle things -
are revealed without the word: for 2 Cor. ii. 14. and
2 Cor. iv. 4. left the light of the gofpel fhould fhine:
Itis by the word that the Spirit does enlighten.

2. Becaufe the fight of the knowledge of Chrift, it .
is as the knowledge of a thing in a glafs, 1 Cor. xiii. 12.
Now, though you fee not the man face to face, yet, if
you fee him in a glafs, there you fee him as he is:
Quod videtur in fpeculo, non eft imago, as fome think.
A man may know another by relation, or by fome
piture, but in a glafs that is more full. The Jews
they faw Chrift, but it was under vails and types, and
pittures of him, this was obfture: under the gofpel the
vail is pulled off, and with open face wefee as in a *glafs
“ the glory of the Lord.” In heaven the glafs is taken
away, and then we fee as we are feen.

3- Becaufe that eftate the faints are tranflated into ig
a ftate of glory. Hence, when juftified, then glorified.
Hence, as that fanétification that is in the will, is the
beginning of the life of glory, fo'that light God puts
into their mind, is the beginning of the light of glory.
Hence, as in -heaven the foul fees Chrift by the full light
of glory perfellly, face to face, fo in this life the foul
fees Chrift really as he is, yet, asin a glafs, imperfettly.
Hence we are faid to ¢ fee in part.”

4. In regard of that abundant goodnefs and love of
Chrift to his people. Love cannot ldck up fecrets.
Jofeph hid himfelf from his brethren for a time, but
his bowels melt, he muft tell them that he is Jofeph.
Chrift may do fo, but his love even conftrains him
afterward, to let them fee whom he is, John xiv. 21.
Iconfefs it is admirable love to reveal Chrift in the
word and letter of the gofpel, to hear of him is hap-
pinefs, and if the Lord faves yoy, you will think fo
too: Byt this is common to wicked men; there is a
manifeftation of himfelf as he is unto his people. And
now he is in glory, hence reveals himfelf in his incon-

seiveable glory, that now a man eyes the Lord; and
L ' fuch

2
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* fuch thfngs he never thought of before, which eye
never faw, 1 Cor. ii. 9.
Quefr. How doth the foul {te him as he is?

.. Anf. 1, in this cafe, rather defire to learn than teach, -

. even from the meaneft; yet what is obvious I fhall
fuggeft in this weighty bufinels. .

This {eeing of him appears in three particulars.

1. True faving knowledge and fight of Chrift con-
fifts in the fight cf the glory of his perfon, efpecially
now ¢ caught up to heaven, and fitting at the right
“ hand of God, in all the glory of the Father.”
Look as at the judgment day the Lord fhall break
out of heaven in fuch glory as thall amaze all the

world, and all eyes fhall fe him, that he fhall not

only be admired in himlelf, but in all his faints, by all
that ‘are round about him: juft fo doth the foul fee
him now, though not by the eye of fenfe, yet by the

eye of faith, though not come to judge the world,™

yet now ruling of the world; though not in the clouds
- yet in heaven; though his humanity only in heaven,
yet his God-head bsams, filling heaven and earth;

though not yet coming in the Father’s glory, yet fit-
ting clothed with the Father’s glory: for, if a man

looks on creatures, he fees God’s footfleps of power;

if on angels and faints, God’s image of holinefs; if ?

on Chrilt, there God himfelf, 2 Cor. iv. 4, 5, 6, 7.

it is true, then, Chrift’s glory fhall be feen by the
wicked, but that is by fenfe, not by faith, that is only
in their minds, but there is no thining imo the heart, °
to the kindling of an wfinite efteem of him: and this |

the God of this world hides from people; Chrift the
" Lord of another world, in {pite of Satan, reveals to his
people. Before a man fees Chrift, ‘there is nothing

more bafe than Chift, even to the ele@, and then the

ways and work of Ghrift, Jer. ii. x1. ¢ Have any
¢ heathen changed their gods? thefe change their
¢« glory for that which doth not profit: Now the
Lord will be, muft be efteemed of his people; hence
will and does reveal this glory of his to his faints,
whereas here, others are blind. 2. In
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2. In the beholding of the Lord as he comes and
sppears in the glory of his covenant; for when the
Lord reveals himfelf fo as to caufe the foul to’bglieve,
and thereby to make it one of his people, he never
makes asy people, but by entering into covenant with
them, Hence, he ever appears in his covenant firft,
Ifa. xlix. laft. Look as when the Lord made him a
people at Mount Sinai, Mofes came down from God,
sppears with tables in his hands, &c. So when Chrift
comes to make any his people, he comes as mediator
of a better teRament, Heb. vii. 22. ¢ Oo Mount Si-

# on,” Hséb. xil. 22. 24. Now look as it was with

the Ifraelites, 2 Cor. iii. they had the covenant of

*Chrift, and Chrift revealed; but as Mofes’ face was

covered, {o theirs was, and-Chrift there was vailed

over with the law, even the moral law, written in {lone.

Hence there was a wvail on their hearts too, they could
not {fee Chrifl, the end of the law, but only the vail,

viz. the 1law, and heaoce looked for life by that, and

hence were bardened againft Chrift, Rom. ix. 31, 32.

Bo it is the milery and blindnefs of many people

at this day,- they fee the Lord Jefus, but with his '

vail on: for people being not able to fee and prize the
glory of Chrift immediately, the Lord appears with the
law ficft, requiring this and that, and they endeavour
to do it; and hence, if they cannot, they comfort them-
{elves with this, the Lord accepts my endeavours, not

feeing the hypocrify of them, or elfe they are never . '

at peace, or very feldom; And why? Becaufe they fee
Bot 40 the end of that which is abolithed, never faw
the end, the Lord Jefus Chrift.. Now therefore, when
the Lord reveals himfelf, the ILord makes himfelf
koown without the vail, fo that when confcience cries,
vou mufl do whatever is commanded, or die; the
Lord Jefus now comes and appeats, and faith, There-
fore fee what need thou haft of me, who have fulfil-
led sl righteoufnefs, end done all. Receive me that
have done it, and thou fhalt live. O but may I now
asilift? Am I now free If:om the law? No, it is .g
2



164 ON THE PARATLE OF THE

be thy rule and life in heaven, but ¢ I will write my
"« laws in thy heart, and caufe thee to walk in my
¢« ways.” Hence, the foul fees all done for him; I.
In Chrift. 2. All that he is to do for Chrift; he fees
it not in means, nor in himfelf, but in the Lord’s pro-
mife, and here faith hangs, and has peace. For two
things troubie ;

Firft, I have broke the firlt covenant of the law,
Chrilt appears not as one that exalts the d=bt, but as
one that comes to earich him when poor.

Secondly, I cannet walk after it as a rule, Chrift ap-
pears in this covenant, and promifeth to caufe him to
."do it; and hence, after all departings from the Lord,
he will not depart further by unbelief, but fees the
end of the law, which is Chrift, that in him he may
perform the covenant, and by him be flrengthened to
walk with him as after a2 rule: For the covenant of
grace -is not, Chrift will be righteoufnefs to thee if
thou wilt walk after the law as a rule, but Chrift will
do both: and this the foul fees in its glory, elfe it is
no fight. Hence, 2 Cor. iii.” gofpel is called * The
¢ miniltration of glory,” which no carnal heart can
fee; for the vail' is taken away when it turns to the
Lord, and fees him. The faints only with open face
behold this: It is true, for a time they may make of
Chrift a Mofes, as Peter, Luke v. 8. ¢ Lord depart
« from me, I am a finful man.” And the Lord may
deal roughly with them to humble them, as Jofeph
did to his brethren, but it will not ever hold; and the
Lord appearing thus to them that have been ftung by
the law, and that killing letter, now the Lord appesrs
in ineffable beauty and glory; to others there is nothing
in it: they may fee this, yet not believe.

3. In feeing the Lord in the glory of his grace, of
fitnefs for him, and this is the main: for look as it
is in marriage, there is a refpet to beauty and feature,
and that draws. Now, a woman fometimes appears
to one fo, that though portion be great, &c. yet he
cannot like, another can becaufe God has a hand in iti
.. H an
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end what fits the fancy, that is beauty: there is a
fuitablenefs every way. So Chrift is prefented with a
rich portion to many, and yet they cannot like, cannot
fee a beauty, becaufe they cammot fee a fitnefs and
fuitablenefs to them, and for them: another man can;
becaufe he fees fitnefs and {uitablenels in the Lord Jefus
for him, in refpe& of his mifery and fin, and his graci-
ous difpofition, John i. 14. “ But we faw his glory full
of grace and truth.” Pf. xlv.. 2. * Thou art fairer than
“ the children of men, full of grace are thy lips:” which
is fo beautiful in the Lord’s eyes, that the Father hence
exalts the Son, for all the grace he thews to his elett.
Now what makes Chriftappear fit? An/. The knowledge
of a man’s felf, and fenfe of vilenefs; hence, Luke vii.
29, 30. “ The Pharilees defpifed the counfel of God
* againft themfielves, when Publicans juftified God,”
&c. And it is a rule, that the faving.knowledge of
Chrift is dependant upon the fenfible knowledge of a
man’s felf. Let a Chriftian in Chrift lie in his fins,
and comfort himfelf in remiflion of them without re-
pentance, he may talk of Chrift, but no beauty will ap-
pear in Chrift: So it is at firft, the {oul feels fin, and that
God is holy, and will hate him: then the Lord fhews
Chrift came tocall fuch. Yea, but I have no good and
cannot help myfelf: Chriflt appears fit to {eek out fuch.
O but I cannot fee, nor believe, nor be aff.Ged; Chrift
appears one fit to do all, full of wildom to perform the
fecond covenant. O but I want all things; Chrift
oppears all-fufficient. O but I fhall fall; Chrift ap-
pears conftant in his love. O but he is far to feck;
Chrift appears prefent. O but I fhall fin; Chrift ap-
pears merciful to bear with, and heal infirmities. O
but I fhall believe too foon; he is fit to prepare and
difpofe. . O but all ‘the world will be againt me;
Chrift therefore appears”fit to rule all for me. O but
death and grave may hurt me; Chrift appears fit, who
has conquered all: and this is ever in the faints.
Now, left you thould think you have this when you
have not, and know it not, fee the evidences hereof.

L3 1. If
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1. If ever the Lord has thus revealed himfelf to
thee, he has brought this light out of darknefs, snd
made thee fenfible of it, 2 Cor. iv. 5, 6. O you that
have been a little troubled, and then hear of Chrift,
and then depend on him, and wakt for comfort from
him, and now you are well: you never yet faw him.
Nay, if truly enlightened, you will go mourning to
your graves for your ignorance of him, Prov. xxx. 2.
and feldom is your darknefs feen and fek, but there is
-fome beam let in.

2. It damps the glory of all the world, thst 4 man
lays down all at Chrift’s feet, as the wife memn
Mat. ii. As glow-worm-flars go -out when the light
of the fun arifeth, fo all the comforts, and ail the
. mileries of the world are nothing now, AQ&s vii. I
fee Jefus. .

3. It makes a man very vile in his own eyes,

¥fa. vi. 5. Nay, his excellency vile as Ifaiah his
tongue, and wonders that the Lord fhould look upon
him a worm who is fo glorious. ¢ What am I that
the mother of my Lord fhould come to me,” &c. He
fees Chrift fit, and thén fees his glory, and then faith,
« 'What, me Lord?” me to fland before thee? Lord
depart, I am a finful man! ,

4. It neceffitates the heart to believe, not with afi
furance, but with a clinging to him: hypocrites haveé
knowledge of Chrift, but it never heats the heart; |
this, as fire neceflarily heats, and that which is put t0
it is heated, fo here: for the fight of the lait end
doth neceflitate when it is feen, Ifa. lv. 4, 5. ¢ They
¢¢ fhall run to thee, becaufe God has glorified thee,”
Rom. i. 16, 1%. it is the power of God, for there is
tighteoulnefs revealed: that though the Lord bids
depart, yet he cannot be gone; nay, when he con-
cludes, yet as Jonah ii. 4. fo he can fee to a temple
through the belly of a whale. Many fay, may I be-
lieve? or I cannot- prize him! I tell you when the
Lord appears as he is, you cannot refilt that light,
but you muft cling to him. -

: ‘ 5. Whers

s
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5. Where this is, a man refts not here, but fees
more and more of him, John i.'49, 50. A man fees
now his glory, but after e thall fee his love, and after
that he fhall know his mind, 1 Cor. ii. 9. Eph. i. 9.
“ The myftery of his will.” And then his conftant
prefence, and all bis walkings with him and tewards
him, fo as to be familiar with him, that in time.of
old age, he fhall be an acquaintance of Chrill’s,
2 Cor. iii 18. ¢ From glory to glory;” whereas an
hypocrite’s light goes out, or grows not. Hence many
ancieat {tanders take all their comfort from the firlt work
and droop when in old age. Iknoew the faint’s light is
obfcured, and the Lord hides his face, but then they are
troubled, and it fhall break out ¢ with healing in4is
“ wings.”” Nay, all their life-time they may think they °
know him not, becaufe they have not thofe meafures,
O therefore fee a neceflity of it.

1. You that are vile, and ignorant of Chrift, ne
faith yet, no Chrilt yet: And ‘what then? Thy fins
are upon thee now, and wo to thee, for ¢ the wrath
“to come.”” O poor creature! thou doft not fee, nor
canft not fee; if thou didit, thou wouldft not crucify
the Lord of glory.

2. You that be proleffors of thechurch. O deceive
| Dot yourfelves, if the Lord has enlighténed you, O

-blefs him.  If Chrift were here, he would blefs you,
Ma. xiii. £6. Nay, when he was here, he dia it, he
doth it in heaven. ¢ I thank thee, Father,”” &c.
Mat. xi. 25. Luke x. 21.  But if not, all is unfound
that ever you had. O therefore look you be not de-
ceived here, and therefore wait upon the Lord to ma-
- nifeft bimfelf. Who knows but the Lord may help2
3y, when you are feeling of the infinite need of it,
and of your own woful blindnefs, it is begun.

SECT. VL
Ufe 3. SEE the happinefs of faints (all you flanders

by) and of all believers? You think what zze they 2
La ‘What
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What have they, that I have not? What get they by
feeking, by mourning? They have the Lord himlelf,
not kingdoms nor heaven, nor guard of angels, gor
pardon, nor comfort or grace only, but which is
greater, and than which there can be no greater, the
Lord of glory himfelf. Is there any thing that is good
there? It is theirs. 1 doubt not but angels fland
amazed at this. What-haft thou? Thou haft peace,
snd eafe, and duties, and friends, but no Chrift, then
poor and eurfed thou art.

-SECT. VIL

Ufe & HENCE learn to judge of your faith, whe-
ther it be of the right make or no? whether it be fuck
a faith as will never fail you, but fhall in deepeft mi-
feries, in foreflt agonies, and molt furious temptations;
nay, in greateft fins and defertions, be indeed a friend
unto you? Is it fuch a faith as pitches on, and clofeth
with the perfon of Chriflt himfelf, and him alone? 50
that all the delights in creatures quiet thee not, unlefs
thou canft find bim through them: Nay, no ordiaas-
ces cheer thee, unlefs thou canft fee him in them:
Nay, heaven itfelf will not content thee, but him in
heaven, Pfal. Ixxiii. 25. And hence it is him thos
feekeft, him thou feeft, it is him thou approveft thy-
{felf unto, and ferveft: So that it is this Rock of Ages
thou trufteft to, Ifa. xxvi. 3, 4. It is his firength
thou art ftrong by, it is his life thou liveft by, it is the
Lord himfelf that thy faith fathoms. ‘This is rights
1 Pet. ii. 7. For now, what good can the Father
deny thee, when he has given a Son to thee? What
hurt can Satan do thee by all his fhakings, when thou
haft the Son himfelf, this cerner-ftone, this horn of
falvation to fupport thee? What hurt can the law do
thee, when thou haft righteoufnefs in a Son? What
hurt cyn delufion do thee, when thou haft wifdom evet

Son?

{
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Son? What hurt can death do thee, or fin do thee,
when thy life is in the Son? ¢ O lead me to the
“ Rock,” faith David, * that.is higher than L.” O
here is a Rock higher-than death, than grave, than
fin, than Satan: Who can hurt thee now! But, O

-, beloved, how many fall fhort of * entering into this

“ reft?” and clofing with this perfon? And there are
four forts of them, that fpin the fineft thread of, deceit

- “to themfelves, that think they believe when yet they

L'

:

have not the Son. ‘ .
1. Thofe that do not clofe with himfelf, but only
come to -him for fome righteoufnefs out of himfelf,
" (for I fhall not {peak: of them that forfake all, and
follow Chrift for the bag and for the loaves), for it is
with all men living naturally, as it is with men that
have been rich fhopkeepers, but now they are broke,
and caft into great want; fteal they will not; dig
they cannot, beg they know not how; turn appren-
tice to another they muft not, they have not been
uled to that life; hence they refolve to fet up their
trade again, though they fell but pins, and points,
and fmall wares; and becaufe they cannot fet up for
themfelves, they go unto merchants to help them,
and run intQ their books on truft, and defire day and
patience, and they will pay them all again: now it is
not the man that they refpeft, but to make up their
markets out of him; but alas! they cannot pay their
debts, and hence to prifon they go. fo it is here.
God fet up Adam- with a flock in his own hand, now
he is broken, “and caft into great want, and fears the
arreft of God’s difpleafure; now, fin men dare not,
dig and help themfelves they cannot, and to beg and
live upon the Lord and his alms they know not how,
indeed they will not, they are not ufed to this life;
hence feck to fet up their trade again, though in
never {o fmail duties; and becaufe they cannot help
themfelves, hence they go to Chrift, not as to
an hufband for himfelf, but as to 3 merchant to fet
them
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them up again : and truly Chrift for many ends, and
to thew his freenefs to his own, gives many talents to
fuch, which they receiving, hope to pleafe the Lord
by; when I can get the Lord to give me fome more
knowledge, brokennels, affeCtions, enlargements, abi-
lities to do, then I hope I fhall pleafe him : but either
they fpend all and fall away to nothing before they
die, or elfe death comes and carries them captive
to the judgment-feat of God, and there they fte
they are run but the deeper in.debt, and not able to
pay. Thus it is with Papifts, who profefs that none of
their own works fave, but his works in us, and his blood
- meriting, that thefe fhall fave. Hence they truft not
to what they do, but to what the Lord does, agaioft
which very faith the apoftle difputes, Rom. iv. 5. Thus
it was with the Jews, divers defpifed Chrift, and fought
a righteoufnefs of their own; others cried, Lord,
Lord; Lord there be thefe fins that wring my cor-
{cience, eafc me of them, here be thefe duties I muft do,
elfe never faved, and my heart is dead, O affet me,
_and help me to do them : there be fuch works lam

to perform, and have no ftrength to pray, to prophefy,
* Lord afilt me, Mat. vii. 21, 22. ¢ Depart, I know
“ you not,” never accepted of you; you thought
thefe things would pleale me, you clofed not with
me, O now depart from me, from'my fellowfhip, my
bofom, my prefence : for this is ever their frame, they
think to pacify God by what they do, and though
they think his juftice cannot, yet they hope there 15
fuch indulgence in his mercy that he will accept
Thus it was, Ifa. lviil. 2. for this is their temper, they
are not wounded with the want of Chrift himfelf, but
with fome jarrings againft the law, for which they
fear they muft die. Hence, not feeing into the fpirt
tual nature of the law, they are wounded, not flain by
the law : they hope they fhall live if they can lcav®
fuch fins, perform fuch duties, feel fuch abilitics:
Now having made trial at home, they go toChl:fé
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and feek hinr with delight for to work this or that,

. and ten they are well: now, if they do net receive at

| ptefent, then they hope by feeking to find in time, if
- he doth not help them, then they fhalt be well. Hence
. they ever live in fome fin, and know it not, as thefe
' did, and-as the young man, Mat. xix. And thus it

i8, as it i3 with twe princes, one is in trouble by iaro-

. ders; he fends for #id to another, but doth not caft

“down his crown, and put himfelf in fubje@ion to the

other. So men will be kings, and hence fend for aid
spsinft the inrodes of fome fin that ftings confcience,

. but put mot themfelves under the Lord Jefus. Bring
| thofe mine enemies hither, Luke xix. 27. In oné -
. wotd, as the wound #s, fo is my clefing with Chrift:

if one be in outward trouble, now to Chrift he goes
16 deliver; if preffed with inward trouble for fome
fins, now to Chrift to remove them, and fo to pacify
confcience; if with want of Chrift himfelf, now he goes
for hirtfelf. T

1. Thefe that ¢lofe with promifes without Chrift him- .
felf, and divide betweer them two, that firip Chrift
of thefe his {wadling-clouts,” make their gain of thefe,
and fet himfelf go. I confefs all a Chriftian’s wealth
it laid up iri promifes, not in words and fyllables, for
they are dead things, bat Chrifl in them; and God’s

; fathfolnefs in them, 2 Sam. xxiii. 4, 5. This is
* 9l my falvation, for all fulne® is in Chrift, he is rich,

but what am I the better? nay the more miferable,
for all emptinels is in me; therefore inm the promife
lies my peace. And this is & Chriftian’s fuppert in
dll troubles, and hence he cafls anchor here; but

" Lere is his frame, he lays not hold on them without
- Chrift, but by them goes to Chrift, and there refts,

Joht vi. 46." % He thet has heard of the Father

i cometh unto me.” Give children milk in the difh,

= they cry fifll, they mult have it from the mother, and

there fuck: fo 2 Pet. i.-2, 3. Now there are others,
that finding fome work in themfelves without Chrift,
and
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and thinking that it is faving, and fo a good figns
hence are miftaken, and clofe with it without Chrift,
and now they think it is well. I doubt not but the
Jews that be devout comforted themfelves with that
promife,  He tirat confefleth,” &c. Prov. xxviii. 13.
not underftanding of it, Mat. iii. ¢ Say not within
¢ yourlelves, we have Abraham to our fathér:” that
promife kept them off from Chrift, Mat. xxii. Some
came not to the feaft, fome came, but without a wed-
. ding garment. " It is with thefe men as it is with mea
that come to buy wines, they tafte them, and con-
tent themfelves with a tafte, another buys the thing:
a fatot doth fo; another taftes the fweet, and after
" falls to the impardonable fin, Heb. vi. Or, asitis
with a man that fees corn on the ground, he buys
the field, another he gleans fomewhat, and contents
. himfelf with that. There is in one word a double
error: _
" Firft, When a man fhall clofe with Chrift with-
out promifes; and hence feek to be feated withont
a promife. Hence fay fome, you muft not gather
any evidence from any qualification you feel ia
yourfelf. :

Secondly, When men fhall fnatch and nibble at
promifes, and mifapply them, not clofing with Chrift
in them and by them; Ihave confefled my fin, aod
repented, and run away with this without Chrit. O
time will come the Lord will fay, how cameft thou
in hither? what halt thou to do to take my promifes
into thy mouth? to arm thyfelf againft Chrift by pro-
miles to make a fpoil of Chrift’s grants, and let him
be crucified? Wiien Saul rent off Samuel’s garment,
he faid, ¢« The Lord fhall rend,” &c. 1 Sam. x7.
2y, 28.  The detter kills, all promifes without Chrift
flay, becaufe they keep the famifhing foul from bread
itfelf. .

3. Thofe that clofe not with promifes only, but

with Chrift himfelf, but it is only with the imagefaaﬂd
ncy
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. fancy of him, which. they think is himfelf. In true
. faith the Father reveals the Son as he is, or the Son
reveals himfelf as he is, and faith hence clofes with
bim as he is, Johs vi. 40. But fome there be that
hear of him, hence thfink what he is. Hence a carnal
mind imagines of him as it imagines of a king'in a
far country, and falls down to his image, and trufts
toit, and depends on it, and joys in it, until a man
comes to be converted, or to die: and then he fees
~ the deceit. Or if he did fee him, yet he can fee no
beauty in him to defire him. There is many a man.
I this cafe that trufts to, and joys in Chrift, whom if
be did know he would loath. John came preaching
the gofpel to fhew them Chrift, they all came to him,
~and rejoiced in his light, but it was but for a feafon:
for when he came to thew them ¢ there he is,” John
i. 29. not one man ftirs when he thews them Chrift,
- aud ver. 35. ¢ only two:” and chap. iii. 32. No
mn received his teftimony. This is, beloved, the
- great fin and caule of all the reft, ifthey had known
- they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.
- Chrift is not feen, hence not thought of, hence not
elleemed, hence men boaft not in him: Nay, it is the
great plague under means, that in feeing they fee not.
“ Lord how long?” You fay Chrift is never fo clearly
" true, but thou in feeing mayft not {ee; and ifit be feen,
thus, then look for ruin, Ifa. vi. 9, 10, 11, 12. We
fay Chriftians want not light, but life and affections.
O beg for light that will bring affeCtions, elfe all affec-
tions will dry up, if not fed with this Spring, John v. 37.
What people had fuch means as they, yet they had not
eyes to fee? :
4. Thofe that do not clofe with the bare fancy of
rift, but with -himfelf: but it is not for himfelf,
- and for his holinefs, but only for his peace, and con-
- Jolations and joys. Like a fick woman that comes to
. the phyfician, not to marry her, but to heal her, cure
' ber, and fo comfort her. Or, if fhe doth, come to
A marry
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marry him, it is ouly to fatisfy her luft, or to fave her
‘from trovble, &c. In a word, they receive Chril,
that he may give cententment to them, and not that
hereby they may sllo give contentment uato him. They
clofe with Chrilt to make theax happy, not to maks
them holy; but they thus clofing with him, thiak they
bave him, and"hence rejoice exceedingly, and hence
have a love to him, and hence have {fome kind of com.
munion with him, and hence think they are efpoufed
to him, and more familiar with him than others, aad
hence verily look with thefe « five foolith virgins,® -
to embrace the Bridegroom': That look as a faint from
8 falte apprehenfion of Chriff, to be noae of his, may
be very lad, lole his joy, may his very love, in the a&t
of it, nay his communion and boldeefs to go to him,
nay his expeQation of him; {o from a falle conceit
that Chrift is mine, e consra. Thus a man is grievoufly
troubled with the fight of God’s anger, and with
borror, and nfeth all meaus, at laft he fees only Chrift -
can do it, and hence fecks for and prizeth his love .
for his own eafe, for as horror may be his grestet
evil, fo love to eale him may be his greateft good:
At laft he is folly perfwaded. How? By any work
or word? No, but Gogd has perfwaded, and it is now
fealed, hence joy. But now there is matter of more
' rouble, holinefs and -clofe walking with Chrift, this
is troublefome; he cares not for Chrift, to help him
here; but devifeth how to keep Chriftand joy-without
holinefs. Hence, let a world of fin lie upon them,
they be mot troubled with that, they look up o
Chrift; oc if they fee and be troubled at it, they take
it as a burden, not as the greateft burden. Hence
{fay men) you muit not judge of your eflate by an
‘thing or qualification you feel in youclelf,” for t!xcg
may fail your eye-fight in mifty times (but we muft
dollow it thea, and not reft till we fee and find it; for,
#¢ without helinefs no man thall ee God.””) Hence alfo
det there be mever {0 many falls, yet fay they, never
cal
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call your fate into quellion, hence they profefs,
we cannot move till we be moved, and if I do set, it
is not my fault. Hence, if minifters do preach any
things which are not about the perfon of Chrift, or
the excelleacy of a Chriflian in ChriRt, or the empti-
nefs of the creature to prepare for Chrift (which are
indeed of great ufe) and prefs to any work or fervice
of Chrift, they are legal preachers, and bring people
under a covenant of works. Whereas, if we preach
duties, and leave them as figns, before being in Chrift,
they are fo; but here to preach any duty of the law,
is part of the fweet will of Chrift. Tell us (fay they)
what we fhould do. What can a mando? ¢ He can do
"“all things through Chrift:”” True, but Chrift muft
come to a& it. Yea, but he has a faith to fetch i,
IJohni. 6. Many faid they had communion with
him, 1 John ii. 3, 4. It feems, they faid ¢ they had
“no fin,”” as now fbme fay, God fees no fin in jufti-
fed people, God looks to the new creature only, it is
not I but fin: if the Spirit belp not, it is not my fault.
Not many days fince it did lie upon the fpirit of oue,
vho feeing Chrift has undertaken all, clofed with him,
rejoiced in him, not for this end, not from the beauty
they faw irr holinefs, nor bitternefs of Tinfuloefs, bug
becaufe they fhould be eafed of the work. I have -
known them that have lived in fome fin, and promifed
the Lord fhall be blefled if he fave them in their fin;
- 3nd conceiting he would have loved him; thus thefe,
lna word, the foul of man defires reft and peace, feeks
for it in creatures, feeks to fatisfy itfelf there, there
It caonot; hence fecks for it (as many dying men do)
1 Chrift, not in the grace, but in the joy of Chrift; .
ot in Chrift’s holy prefence, but in his comforting
prefence;. feeking the utmoft perfeQion of a Chriftian
m the feal of the Spirit, not in the mighty alings of
the Spirit for God. Hence he is deluded, and fancies
he has Chrift, and hence joy. Sin is the great evil, hence
’ the
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the end of Chrif’s coming is to take it away. Hencs
if a man clofe with Chrift, to remove horror, not fin,
and fo has not clofed with him for his holinels, you
never clofed with Chrift for the end of his comiag,
not for his, but only for your own ends, and foitis
not him, but his, 2 Cor. ii. 15. The gofpel is
« a favour to them that perifh,” if of death to death.
O confider of thefe things if it be not thus, 1 John v.
11, 12. Halft thou the Son for thy portion? Dot thou
fee his glory full of grace to accept and fanétily the¢,
thou haft life: if not the Sen, but only fomething from
him, O death and not life? The bonds of death, not
.life, are upop thee, which no creature can unloofe
unlefs the Lord come to thy grave-fide and unloofe *
thee.

SECT. VIL

’

Ufe 5. Of Exbort. TO clofe with the perfon of the
Lord Jefus: you will think this is' not a right courfe
thus to do. We cannot do it. Aaf. Yet the gofP";l
has commands and entreaties wherewith Chrift’s Spirt
goes to the ele&; and if you could fee Chrift in the
miniftry of man, you thould feel it; and hence we look
it thould be fo: And befides, faints that have faith and
power, are quickened by the voice of the Son of Gods
Confider therefore, : .

1. All men are fallen into a bottomlefs gulf of m-
fery and fin, though once, righteous. Hence God’s
truth having faid, ¢ He that fins {hall die :” Hence
juftice comes out to do execution, and when the ne
of all men thus lies on the block, yet mercy pitics
and faith, O fpare, fave? Satisfy me, faith juftices
then I will: Hence mercy ferds forth a Son, whet

no men nor angels could L¢lp, and he takes ﬂ‘f;’
. takss
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takes il their fin, fulfils all righteoulnefs, bears their
- ferrows, and by ¢ one offering perfes for ever them

“ that are fanttified;” and having done this, is now
&t the right hand of God in the glory of his Father, all
creatures fubje to him, all excellencies being met
together in him: fo that now he is the delight of God,
the joy of heaven; fo that whatfoever theu caaft want,
or lofeft, if thou hadft him thou fhalt fied it in him:

~ sud alfo whatever he can do for thee, in his time thou

fhalt receive it from him, Deut. xxxiii. 26. 29, * Who

- “i like the God of Jethurun.”

2. Now there is a univerfal offer to all people
where the gofpel comes; enemies are entreated

* to be reconciled ; for though he has not died for

- all, yet now being king, fuch is his ‘excellency,

that be is worthy of all: Hence commands sll to re-
ctive'him: and if this be a condemning fin to reje&

~ him, it is them a command lies upon you to receive
" bim, and the foundation of this offer is your wants .
- and miferies. You are dead, O come to him there-
fore for life: weak, guilty, blind, O therefore come

to him for pardon, peace and life. Not fulnefs,

- mothing but emptinefs is the ground of this offer,

Jer. i, 22. '
3. Hence there is nothing on God’s part, nor yet
on yoor part that can keep you from him. No fins, no

- waats, ualefs it be your will, Mat. xxiii. 3. There-

fere now whoever will fhall have him, let him take
bim, Rev. xxii. 17. There be two alts of the will,
detion and refolution, I mukt have him, which if you
will, nothing that ever thou didft or canft do can

* pleafe the Fatber fo much: fo that he will, r. Adopt*®

thee to be his fon, John i. 12. Asecontra. 2. Thou
fhalt enrich thylelf with a greater blefling than if hea-

~ Yen, and earth, and all glory was put into thy hand,

i
;

n the Lord himlelf is better than all; and hence once

- thins, ever thine, soge fhall pull thee out of his hand,
M 2 Pet.

]
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2 Pet. i. 5. And it fhall rejoice the heart of Chrit
himfe!f in heaven, when as his bride thou giveft to
him thy good will, Ifa. Ixii. 5. And if you do nat
kils the Son he will be angry, Pfalm ii. And God
knows whether now the laft word, the laft offer is to
be made to thee.

0%je&t. 2. But 1 find fuch fins in me, that till they
are gone I dare not.

Anf. Then you will firft remove fin, and after re-
ceive Chrift: firft be your own faviours, and then
make him another: you fhall never doit. O clofe
with him to take fin away, becaufe fick, therefore re-
ceive him. ‘

Objeét. 2. But I have no will, my heart is endeared
to my fin.

Anf. Therefore refign up thyfelf to him to give thee
a will (put it into his hand as bad as it is, this is
fpoule-like), and to take away that will to fin, fotbml
fhalt have him; ¢ I am my beloved’s, he is mine:”
For the Father looks to the law, and faith, Sinner, if
thou believe, thou fhalt be faveds now lle under the
Spirit, and you are where you fhould be; refift here,
you refilt the Holy Ghoft. O but fin is dear. Con-
fider, r. What good did it ever do thee. 2. Has
Chrift thed his blood or no;. if not, O the wrath of
God is to come; if he has, O wilt thou offer this
wrong to his blood, that & luit fhall be dearer than it,
thy bloody knives dearer than the life, and death, and
mercy of a Son: O therefore if any foul has any lut
dear, 1 befeech you by all the bitter forrows of Chrifl,
. not to reje&t fo great falvation.

Obje&t. 3. But muft I receive Chrift with my owa
firength?

Anf. No, you cannot, nor’ought not; but if the
Lord puts firength in thee, put it forth. Many fol-
lowed Chrift for loaves, but none that ever cameto
him for himfelf that ever he put away, Pfalm lxxxi.

11, 12, 13. %I thewed much love, but they would
% none
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“ pone of me; O that they had hearkened.” At this -
_inflant God may give thee a heart.
- Objet. 4. But1 fhall never get my fins removed
that [ feel, which I think cannot ftand with grace.
4nf. God’s promife and reafon is crofs to thy fears;
il a fon, all things alfo though many years hence,
Rom. viti. 32.  Ifmot by receiving, is it by reje@ting
that thou fhalt attain thy end! It is true, thou haft
fallen off by thy fin from Chriit, becaufe thy falls
have made thee fall off by unbelief from him, and made
thee fay, either I do nog believe, or the Lord intends
‘10 good to me: you have had no firength, becaufe
not fatisfied with meat.
03jed. 5. But I may prefume.
duf. Is it prefumption to honour Chrift, and to
bave him honoured in thee? No, Doft thou think if
the Lord fhall after all thy fins, and in the midft of all
thy miferies give thee Chrift, fhall he not be honour-
ed by this? Yes, who can ever have {uch caufe to love
him as I? Shall not thy receiving of him by faith
honour him? Yes, Rom. iv. 20. Canft thou difhonour
bim fo much as by rejeCting him? When he has laid
‘down his life, fhewed his love, offers himfelf; now to
rejett him, it is to offer greatelt contempt to him and -
his love that can be: hence can you honour him fo
much as by this? Do never {fo much without him, he
Isuafatisfied: do this, he is well-pleafed. Nay, after
all thy fins, vet he faith, < Return to me:” Nay, no-
thing elfe is fuch a 1cans to honour him, by doing
for him. If fo, grant thou art vile, unworthy, -poar,
yet for the honour of the Lord Jefus do it, who is but
litle honoured iw the world, and ftand out no longer:
thus receive him, and then know it you are fons, and
Tejoice in it, and do it now while the Spirjt is upon
thee, and remember now not to change, Jer. ii. 11.
As women, O I would not change; fee how happy
is thy joys: But Lord, who has believed . our re-.

port? 4
M2 ‘ 4 Quef:..
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Buefs. How may the foul come to clofe with the
perfon of the Lord Jefus? , :
Anf. 1. Before any man clole, that is, fce and fay he
doth clofe with the Lord as his own, he muft fecl a
want of the Lord and his preflence, not only of his
comforting, but of his holy prefence; for fome people
there be that never felt a want of Chrift at all, they
are great and gricvous finners, but they truft to Chrifi,
and though he kill them, yet they will truft to him;
others are in mifery, and they teel a want of redemp-
tion, and hence clofe with Chrifl for that, Pfalm Ixxvii.
35. Others are in horror, and know not what to do,
and they feel a want of the comforts of Chrift, and.
hence clofe with Chrift for that, and if they find it, they
depart from Chrift by loofenels of life, if not by defpair
of heart, as Saul, 1 Sam. xxviii. * God anltwers me
¢ not by Urim,” &c. Others feel 2 want of fome
righteoufnefs from Chrift, the having of which fup-
ports and fuftains them without Chrift, till with the
prodigal, when all is fpent, then they think of bread
at home, and the want of which makes them to have
lefs elteem of, and defire after Chrift, but they are
full of objeftions againft the thoughts of clofing with
him, but hence they clofe with Chrift for that, Others
there are that feel 2 want of the Lord himfel, and
hence clofe with him for himlelf; fo that let a man
have all bleflings in the world, the purity of ordinances,
. never fo many elapfes, and droppings of divine. Kight,
and life and comfort in thefe ordinances, that he
wonders the Lord thould be fo good to him, yetr he
fhatt find (if right) his foul fecretly unquiet and un.
farisfied tilt he has the Lord himfelf. As the favour
of meat makes a man that wants it, cry the more
after it, long the more for it; fo the favour and fweet
of all creatures, all ordinances, all duties, do not ftay
but Rir up the foul to feek Chrift, when ke is himfelf.
Jer. I 4. ¢ They fhall feek the Lord weeping.”
ITence ficlt they felt a want of him. ¢ The full foul
' , ¢ loaths
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- * loaths the honey-comb.” Let the Lord be never
- {o fweet, let him do them never fo much good, the

more good he doth them, the lefs they regard him,
Jer. 1i. 6. ¢« They faid not, where is the Lord
Therefore that foul that truly clofeth ‘with the Lord,
mufi firft feel a woot of the Lord, and fay thele ordi-
nances are not bread, thefe creatures are not bread,
all thefe parts, gifts, duties are not bread, bran, not
bread. Al this favour, this {fweetnefs it is not Liread.
Hence I perifh for want of bread, 1 have crestures,
ordinances, aff-Qions, comforts, duties, but O no
Chrit.  Like the prodigal, Luke xv. »7. O therefore
do not only fee, but fecl the want of the Lord Jelus,
you that never had him yet; nay, you that have him,
you cannot have more of him, but by feeling more

~ the want of him. O it was a marvellous expreflion

of Mofes, - when the Lord began to be weary of their
company, Exod. xxxiii. 15. *¢ If thou goeft not with

- “us, carry us not up hence,” that is, Let us rather

die than live without thee, Mary, when Chriit was
crucified, the carcafe of the Lord was gone, fhe fat
there weeping: O much more for the Lord himlelf.

Itis obferved by fome for the faddeft fpettacle, to feea -

defert town: O what is it to fee a delert heart, where
po Chrift inhabits? Ora city, and no inhabitants.
And hence it is Rome’s curfe, to be made ¢ an habita-
“tion of devils;” fo here. What is hell, bat this, to
fee not Abraham, but to fee Chrift afar off? and thylelf
fhut oct. It may be it is no forrow now, but it will

“be. It is a fad thing to fee 2 man * rife up early,

“ go to bed late, eat the bread of caretulnefs,’”” and
yet gain nothing, Phil. i. 25. Thisis very fad. Chrilt
Is our gain, all the creatures you have, means you ufe,
duties you do, comforts you receive, they are not gain,
nay, the more God does for thee, the more thou
lofeR, if no Chrift, bécaufe now thou art full by this
means. O therefore get a heart fenfible of the want
of the Lord.. Thirk there is a Chrif, whofe glory is

' M3 the
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the amazement of heaven, but O I fee him not.
Happy forever are they that have him, but O I have

him not. Your hungry bellies cannot want bread, if |

they do, they are never quiet till théy have it. Is the
Lord no better? Lord grant this contempt be not
revenged with. {piritual plagues! Some of you know
not your want, others fecl it not, you can live without
him; worle than Saul, he went to Urim, and lamented
in great diftrefs, ¢ He anfwers me not!” O you feel no
diftrefs, becaufe of this, I have him not! Nay, worle
than Dives, that begged, O a drop of ¢ water to cool
¢ my tongue!” Why cry not you, O the Lord Chrift
to comfort my heart! Why is not all this fulnefs
lIonged for! O therefore let nothing elfe comfort, and

let nothing difcourage, but make this ufe of all, O1

want him!
2. To the right clofing with his perfon, this is alfo

required, to tafte the bitternefs of fin, 'as the greateft.
evil: Elfe a man will never clofe with Chrift, for his

holinefs in him, and from him as the greateft good.
For we told you that that is the right clofing with
Chrift for himfelf, when it is for his holinefs. For
afk a whorifh heart, what beauty k¢ fees in the perfon
of Chrift, he will after he has loeked over his kmgdom,
his rlghteoufnefs, all his works, fee a beauty in them,
becaufe they do ferve bis turn to comfort him only.
© Afk a virgin; he will fee his happinefs ig all; but
that which makes the Lord amiable, is his holme[s,
which is in him, to make him‘holy too; as in marriage,
it is perfonal ‘beauty draws the heart. And hencel
have thought it reafon, he that loves brethren for a
little grace, will-love Chrift much more. Hence if

2 man feels not the waat of Chrilt, the bitternels of

fin, as his greateft.evil, he will never [ee nor admire

Chrift’s beauty, much lels clofe with it. Hembe

. John xvi. 9. ¢ ‘Convinceth the world of fin, becaufe
¢ they believe not in me,” that is, of that chiefly.

Q thefe wrongs done againft the Lord!” Why notf

: ‘ o
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of wrath and hell? O fin is the evil, and then it ap-
pears exceeding evil, when not againil God fimply,
but againft a Son. ‘¢ Saul, why perfecutelt thou me?”’
AQsix. Why? Did he not give in luils and {clt-confi-
dence? Yes, but in all thefe he faw he periecuted Girift.
And after {addeft fearch, § have feared the want of
this, is the great caule of all a man’s clofing amifs with
Chrift. 1 would but afk where was Judas’s wound?
Was it relting, in & Pharifaical righteoufnefs without

- €hrift ? Wiithout Chrift, no, for he forfook all and

followed Chrift. Was it want of profeflion of him,
preaching for him! No. Was it tor want of com-

- munion with him ? No: one fin he lived iu, he had

his bag. And hence when many went from him,

~ he fluck to him, John vi. Judas flill cleaves to him :

yet even then Chrift calls him a devil, which if ever

. he had tafted the bitternefs of, he would not have lived
- in, nor died defperately, fome think unpardonably
- without Chrift, and fo fin more againlt him, Let

any man living fhew me how he can clofe with Chrift,
and yet love one fin : I will be his bond-man, that can

* fay, I clofe with Chrift as my huiband, and yet I love

my whore too.” Let any man living clofe with Chrift,
and keep his fin, or hide his fin, or let it be hid,

his clofing with Chrift fhall harden him in his fin,

and fo he thall die without Chrift in his fins, as it is

- writ, Exod. xxi. 24. As it was with Joab, who fled

to the horns of the aliar, fo it is with many men, they
fin, and confefs and fin under all laws; why ? They fly

- to Chrift, and this emboldens them, hardens them 5

why ? Becaufe they never talted the bitternefs of fin.

koow a man’s fin may be crucified before it is.
mortified, as it may be buried after it is dead. O there-
fore I befeech you look to this, you fail not here. Ma-
Iy of you are troubled, O.take heed of being com-

forted until you get the Lord to do this for you, or
 Unlefs you depend uper the Lord for this in his time.

Some apply comfort. when they fee no good: I dare
M4 not
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not to myfelf or others: O thercfore imsgine thou
didft hear the Lord fpeaking, why doft thou perfecute
me? why is 2 man fo grieved at any thing that crofies
himfelf? becaufe a man loves him{elf, becaufe be thinks
his good lies there moft: O fee thy good more in Cheit
than in thyfelf, AQsix. 4. O me, me in whom all
good is, O to perfecute him! Two men here, aud cas
is in horror, amd the other not; O it is becaufe God
fets it on: fo here.

3. Make the Lord Jefus.prefent with you, and fee
him really before you, and fee him willing to give
himfelf unto you, even to thee in particular. Thofe
that give themfelves in marriage, feparate themfelves
from all company, and get alone together, and give
themfelves one unto another: fo fever. thyfelf from all .
the world, and fet the Lord really before thee, as David,
Pfalm xvi. 8. and fo clofe one with another. For two
things keep from Chrift. Either,

Firft, They care not for him, and the caufe is, they
make him not prefent, only have a rotion and report
of him. :

Secondly,” They dare not clofe with him, becaufe
they fear he is not willing to clofe with them, with
athers, not with me; fo that all the Scriptures they
read, all the promifes they hear are very fweet, but
they look on them as fpoken to others. Hence,
A&s ii. 39. “ For the promife is made to you, and to
¢ them afar off;* be thou never fo far off, if thos
receivelt him, he will receive thee, Luke ii. 14
¢ Good will to men:” O fee this good-will in the
Lord to have thee receive him, though thou halt no
money, nay, becaufe dead and vile, nay, becaufe not
1enfible, Rev. iii. 1y, ¥8. O wonderful! becsufe
fenfelefs of mifery, therefore clofe with him. 1.ls
it not his command it ihould be fo? 2. Isitnot3
fin to reje& him: will he mot be angry with thee to
reject him? 3. Are not his conditions eafy, fo asbhe
has uadertaken to do all that which thou {ayeft Bh:&*

ca
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‘et mot? Why wilt not? 1. O if T were 8 child, =
fon in covenant, I would, but becaufe otherwife,
hence I dare not. A4nf. Johni. 12. Receive him,
ke will make thee a fon. 2. O but my wants are
many. Anf. Receive him, he will make thee rich,
Ho. . 1, 2,3. Obutlfind my heart endeared to
ereatures. An/. 3 Johm v. 4. * This the vi€tory that
“ overcometh the world, even your faith.? 4. O
but I fhall fall back. Anf. No, Jer. iii.-22. ¢ Return,
“ and he will heal thy backfliding.” 5. O, but I
fhall never be able to do any thing. Ans. Yes, clofe
~with him, and thou fhalt. 6. O but I am very vile
before the Lord after all Ido. An/. Yet, Eph. v. 25,
26, 27. He fhall make thee amiable, only receive
him, fet thy heart en him alone. Now, do you think
he bears & good will toward you? Can you deny it?
Shall not this overcome thee, that the Lord of glory
fhould fall in love with thee, and besr good will to
thee a leper, and that canit do nothing for him, and
yet for all this, O this will draw thee. P(.-xxxvi. 6, 7.
“ O how great is thy loving kindnefs;”” this makes a
heart of fteel to yield, Jer. xxxi. 1, 2, 3. 'O this
will cot you in hell, O hard hearts that defpifed fuch
grace!

4. If the ferious thoughts of this de not draw thee
7t leaft not fo fully; look up to the Lord to reveal -
himfelf ynto thee to be thine. For as no man ean
ke Chrift until God gives him, fo no man can {ay
- he is his, until the Lord fhews him that he is his.
Aad as the creature cannot refift, but take when the
Lord gives: fo it cannot but fee the Lord when he.
reveals himfelf as indeed he is. And look to fée
hira to be yours by fome® promife; for there is a fee-
ing Chrift mine is great fulgor without the light of a
promife, and fpirit in it. Is Chrift yours? Yes, I
feeit. How? by amy word or promifé? No, this
is a delufien. The other is by promife, and that
opened in the gofpel, Eph. i. 13; 14. He faith not in

. whom
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whom after ye were fealed you believed, but e conzra.
And how believed? by hearing the gofpel. Hence
faints return to this, Pfalm li. 8. ¢« Let me hear the
¢ voice,” 1 Pet. ii. 1, 2, 3.  And ‘this is that which
has knit the hearts of ‘faints to Chrift forever, «-O
s thou haft the words of life:” For there is a voice
of love to the faints engraven in all mercies, in all
affliGtions, in all God’s leadings of them, though it be
in a wildgrnefs, but beloved, only the Word can tell
me the meaning of thele words of love. So there is
love of Chrift revealed according to a promife, not
by i', and love fpoken in mercies, but the Word in-
terprets them- and clears them to be no delufions ; 1
. mean the Spirit there: This is judged to be a good
an{wer to Papilts, who fhall be judge of contrroverfies?
We anfwer, that which fhall be judge at the laft day,
muft be judge now : but fo, Rom. ii. 16. John xii. 48.
So whether does God’s Spirit feal, or the devil delude?
It is a great controverfy if you have not 3 word to fee
God’s love by, but think you have a way to fee it
without, this Word thall judge you. O.look therefore
for the Lord by a word to do it,and fay, ¢ Speak Lord;”
and if by word, look not for it without a work.-on
your own heart. Some (Chriftian’s have refied with
a work without Chrift, which is abominable; but
alter a man is in Chrift not to judge by the work, is
firlt not to judge from a word. For though there
is a word which may give a man dependance on
Chriit, without feeling any work, nay, when he feels
mone, as ablolute promiles, yet no word giviag
aflurance, but that which is made to fome work;
« He that believeth, or is poor in fpirit,” &ec. till
that work is feen, has no aflurance from that promife.
Tell him God has promifed to pour ‘¢ clean water,”
Ezck. xxxvi. Yes, for fome, not for me. Secondly,
It is not to judge by the Spirit, for the apofile makes
the earneft of the Spirit to be the feal; now earneft is
part of the money bargained for, the beginning of
: ' ’ heaven
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heaven, of the light and life of -it: He that fees not
the Lord is his by that, fees no God his atall: O
thereforg do not look for a Spirit without a word to
reveal, nor a word to reveal withcut feeing and feel-
ing of fome work firft; I thank the Lord I do but
pity thofe that think otherwife : if a theep of Chrift,
O wander not. Ofject. But 1 have waited long for

~ this. Anf. True, therefore more reed ta wait flill,

it may be now it is not far off. 04je®. O but it may
be he will not, if I knew that I could be quiet. Anf
Down proud heart, O take hecd of that pride: art
not worthy never to hear a voice from God? Be
filent then, and humble, and now hear what the Lord
will fay, he fpeaks in a ftill voice, Pfalm Ixxxv. 8.
do as they in that Pfalm did; thou halt done thus
and thus, O hear us, turn us, and then lie {till and
liten : O do thus, elfe you make God a liar if the

“word comes, 1 John v. 10, 11. and when thou haft

him, O change him not.

Firft, What doft want, and where wilt go to find
itbut there; any creatures, and all the excellencies
of them are there, and in time of trouble he will be
inftead of all, and alfo blefs all.

Secondly, Dolt want grace to honour 2 God? it is
in him the fulnefs of it. Dolt want God and his love ?
thou haft him, and now all his love, his care, his
wifdom is thine. O wonder at thy lot and portion,
and fay, Lord I have enough. Thus much of the
firtt dotxrine. :

CHAP. X. SECT. L

.Sbewing that True Believers do with bope expect the

Jecond coming of Chrijt.

- Nov they go forth by Hope and Defire of him

and his coming. ,
; Obferv. 2.
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‘Obferv. 2. That the church and people of God, after
they are truty elpoufed to Chrift, and made in any
meafure ready for Chrift, they now are no more of
this world, but look out of it, and verily expe& the
fecond coming, and glorious appearing of Chrift.

Itis true, they look for his coming and company .,
at the laft period of their life, but this they look upon
but as their welcome in the way, until the Ilaft
* trumpet thall blow, and that they fhall meet the Lord
in the clouds coming in the air, 1 Thel. iv. x8. which
is the laft and chief time of coming they look out for,
The five wife virgins did here verily look for him;
the five foolith feemingly did fo too: That look as it
was before the firft coming of Chrift, all their thoughts
and fearchings of heart were after the day, and time,
and. glory of it, 1 Pet. i. 10, 11. And the nearer his
coming was, the more ardently was he expefted:
Hence {uch flocking to John's miniftry. Hence Simeon
waited long for the ¢ confolation of Ifrael,” So the
elpoufed and beloved of the Lord look out for his
coming now. He has left them as orphans in this
world, be has divers of his elett yet to bring home,
and enemies to put under his feet, and then they know
he will come, and this day they look for; as Chrift
expefts it, Heb. x. 13. By the fame Spirit they look _
for it.

This is that which Chrift fo often preffes on his dif-
ciples, forefeeing the flumbers of the world, to be ever
watching for his fecond coming; and hence thefe alone
are accounted blefled, Luke xii. 37, 38. That let
Chrift come at any watch,. O blefled. The duration
ot the world from the firlt to the fecond coming, is
but as it were a night divided into feveral watches;
the faints are the watchmen of the world, who you
know look for day-light, though it be long, it is but
a night; it will be morning: All the relt gre like birds
at their chaff.  And hence he tells them the reafon of

: the
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the uncertainty of his comiog, makes this the end of
it. They are evargelical commands with which there
goes a power. Look through all the primitive church
in the golden age, they had all this ftamp, 1 Cor. i. .
* Waiting.” 1. Thefl. i. 10. * To wait for Chrift
* from heaven.” Nay, Heb. ix. 28. He profefleth
thofe only may know the fruit of his firfk coming, that
* now look for him.” :

SECT.'IL

Reafon I.BECAUSE they really forefee, and fee
fuch a day, 2 Pet. iii. 3, 4. ¢ In the laft days fhall
" “come [coffers, faying, where is the promife of his
“ coming ? all things are as they were,” and hence live
in their lufts, die in their own dung, dnd never look
for it. But thefe forefee it really, and hence look for
it. Men that live on land, and love the fmoke of their
own chimneys, never look out to other coafls and
countries, or to a flrange land; but feamen that are
bound for a voyage, and have a pilot with them that
has feen the coaft, that is it they lock for; fo men
that live in this world, and are well here, lock not
afier Chrift nor his coming, but they that have a pilot,
a Spirit to fhew them, this day, this coaft, and are .
bound for another world, they look out for this; they
fee 1t two ways; , '

1. By the eye of faith in the promife, 2 Pet. iii. 13.
And this makes the foul fee it, when all things feem
to be againit it, and, herce expe&ts it; for that is the
difference between faith and hope: Faith clafes with
Chrift, and all the glory of Chnit, in the promifes as
prefent, hope hence fteps forth an:l lays hold upon the
performance itfelf as ablent. Faith entertains the
promife 23 a faithful meflenger, and fees that this
meffage is true. Hope runs out of doors and leaves
#t with faith, and looks feor the Lord himfelf,
Heb. xi. 1.

2. By
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2. By the light of glory in the thing itfelf; for
faints do not ouly fee things in letters and fyllables,
and words, but fee thin3s as they are in themfelves.
The wicked fee the word, fin, and Chrift, and heaven,
(and in feeing fze not) but not the things themfelves.
Now the glorious coming of Chrift being a thing to
come, yet to be done, how do they fee it but by re-
port? Yes, they have the Spirit of glory, which Spirit
¢ fhews them things to come,” John xvi. 13. * Which
¢ eye hath not feen.” That look as their head Chrift
fees this day as it fhall be, and his apprehenfions are
not falfe, but as he conceives of this day, fo fhall it be:
fo the faints by the fame Spirit fee it before it comes
and are not miitaken about it, though it be very dark-
ly, yet fometimes when the Spirit of God is not over-
clouded, they fee it more evidently. For this is the
great plague of the wicked, they fee nothing as it is,
and in hell they fee how they have been deceived. So
this is the heppinels of faints, that though they fee things
darkly, yet they fee things truly, the Spirit creating
glorlous imprelflions on the mind of things as they are.
They know things that the eye fees not, as they are.
That look as Abraham, John viii. 56. ¢ faw Chrift’s
¢« day, and was glad,” though afar off; {o the faints
by the fame Spirit. Now why did Noah make his ark,
and look for a flood? Becaufe he faw it reallv. Did not
others? No, it is faid, ¢ They knew not,” Mat. xxiv.
38, 39. Never knew ¢ till the flood came:” The -
Lord made it not known. Noah did, the other did
not. Hence the faints cannot but look for it.

Reafun 2. Becaule they fee nothing elfe in this
world worth looking after, no, not for the prefent.
For if a man fces the day of the L.ord, yet has fome

ey in his eye, in this world, and his game before
E{m,’ he will follow his hunting to catch his venifon,
though he comes too late for the bléffing. But the
Lord makes his people to fee nothing in the world
worth the hawking or catching.

1. The
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‘1. They fee the glory of another day, another world,
and this puts out the glory of this, and hence makes
them look for that; and hence when Chrift would
comfort his difciples, he promifes nothing here, but
tells them, ¢ In my Father’s houfe are many man-
“fions. 1 go to prepare a place, and I will come to
“ you again.” Johm xiv. 1, 2, 3. And hence they
fecing this to be enough, look for this.

2. They fee an end of all thefe things, of all the
glory of them, and that thefe fummer fwallows will
take their wings, and fly away in greateft extremi-
ties. Hence they look to eternal things, the Lord,
and his coming, 2 Cor. iv. 18, « We look not at
‘ temporal things.”

3. They find the Lord croﬂ'mg them of what they
Jook for in this world, fometimes of outward comforts,
and fometimes of the performance of fpiritnal pro.
mifes. * And when God thus ¢ hedgeth their way
“ with thorns,” then they ¢ think of their firlt
“ hufband.” Look as it was with Abraham, Heb.
xi. 13. You know flrangers when their way is un-
comfortable, ever and anon look'for their Lome
Abraham was leir of the world, yet he fojourns as
aﬁranger in it, in tents, ¢ becaufc he looks for a
“ city,” ver. 10. So here, faints are the heirs of
all creatures, yet the Lord makes them {lrangers
here, and hence they look for fomething elfe. The
things God has promifed to his people are very great,
but not accomplithed. Why? Becaufe full accom-.
plithment is left till the laft day, that hope may wait,
and that we miay live by faith. God has promifed
to “ take away all tears;” O welcome that day!
This-world cannet do it, and the Lord here will not,
1 Cor. xv. 19. * If our bope were only here, we were
“ moft miferable.”

Reafon 3. Becaufe they fee and are fenfible of their
deliverance from wrath to come: There has been
much wrath in the world feen, but yet the great
wrath is to come; what that is, they fec; what their
efcape

-
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efcape from it is, they fee. Hence they look for
Ghrift, when he fhall appear like the rifing fun, aed
like a bridegroom from his chamber to comfort them,
1 Thefl. i. 10. For the devils look for this day,
and natural men, but feeing wrath, with themfelves
under rocks and mountains, and feek to fmother it:
but faints {eeing themfelves delivered, heunce calmly
look for it. The fenfe of this love makes them fay,
O when will he come, that I may * fee himi with
‘¢ thefe eyes!” They fear not (for why fhould they)
the terrér of this day.

Reafon 4. Becaufe the Lord has given unto them
the firlt-fruits of gloty, end of that day of glory,
hence they look and wait for it. You kno the forht-
feuits were part of the whole vintage, hence they’
gave thanks for all, becaufe they then looked for ally
Exod. xxiii. Rom. viii. 23. * We haviag the firft-
* fruits of the Spitit, wait for the adoption.” Look
as it is with the wicked, that have rejeéted Chrift, and
counted his bleod a cdmmon thing, and dome defpite
1o God’s Spirit, there remains nething “ but a fear-

"« ful looking for of vengeance,” fo here e contro.
Rom: v. 1,2, 3, 4,°5. ** Being juftified by fanh,”
now, 1. * Peace with God.” 2. Accels by Chrift
to God. 3. Standing in that grace. 4. Shedding
of love, hence mot only hopz, but « glory in.hope of
¢« the glory of Ged.” There is none efpoufed t0
~ Chrift, but tafte this love, feel the warmth of his fel-
lowthip, feel the abundance of his love, but it is bet
'}n a little meafure, in the firlt-fruits, hence they ook
or and expsét the reft gt his coming. They are
‘fometimas full of fears, what if thut out at laft? But
when they feel the firl-fraits of gloty at that day, mow
they verily look for his eaming. Chrilt died, we
know, but it was not poffible for him to be held long,
and hence rofe again, and then looked for. glory,
and then was taken up to glory: So here; the faims
lie dead in the grave of fins and fears, but it is mot
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pofible for them ever to be held here: hence when

- %rifen with Chrift,”” they look upon ¢ things above,”

\
:
|

and are waiting for glory, and at lalt are taken to
glory with himfelf. Look as Jacob, Gen. xlix. 18.
faid, * My foul waiteth for thy falvation;”. when the
fiskes and ping of his flefhly tabernacle are loofing,
fo the Lord is loofing him from the excellency of this
world ; though he minds other things, yet he recals
himlelf, ¢ My foul waiteth for thy falvation, O Lord.”

SECT. IIL

Ufe 1. HENCE let all fleth take notice that.
there is fuch a time, and day, and coming of the Lord
Jefus. This was the apoftle’s argument to prove =
refurre@ion, ¢ Chrift is rifen ;”.and to prove this, and

- fo a refurreition from the dead at Chrift’s .coming,

“ elfe your faith is vajn,” i. e. expe@ation of him
vain, 1 Cof. xv. 14. 17, Men think it eafly to be»
lieve a refurretion, aud a fecond coming. of Chrift
for that end; but an hoverly {light work is quickly
done, and an hoverly faith is quickly wrought. But -
when a man comes to look confiderably, Is there fuch
aday indeed ? Is there now in the third heavens that
will fire this whole world, and gather his faints to his
glory ? Now it is very hard. It is ufual with Satan
to pierce with extremities, that when they do begin
tadeed to clofe with Chrilt, and receive comfort from
bim, to fmite them with thoughts: Is there a Chrift,
and is there fuch a time of .coming? Now of all the
arguments to <onvince and perfuade, methinks theré
is nome like this, viz. That there be a generation of
men in the world, that verily look for this day and -
fee it, and have the firlt fruits and beginnings of it -
already in their fouls. A number of people that once
never minded it, heard of it, but looked not for

-it, now to fee it; flefh and blood could not, Satan

would not reveal it, hence God that cannot lie,’ has

fhewa
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fhewn it unto them, fo as they are in a manner eye-
witnefles of it, men will believe eye-witneﬂ'es'of any
thing, efpecially if many.. Such are the efpoufed of
the Lord in all ages. * The things which we have
‘¢ heard and feen we fpeak.” .
" Qdjeét. But may they not be deceived, and’conceit
that which is not ?

Anf. True; but divine revelation of any truth,
that cannot deceive; for that is no fancy of the head,
nor delufion of Satan. Now this is a fecret the Spirit

-makes known. . : '
1. In that it fills the mind and feeds the heart with
. §t, that it carries unto God with wonderment of blel-
fing him that ever he faw this. Fancies cannot feed,
efpecially in greateft agonies: Now they chufe mile-
ry on this ground, rather than prefent peace here,
- Heb. xi. 35. “ Not accepting deliverance.”

2. In that.it works effe@ts crofs to nature, nay, to
all a man’s luffs in them. Noah forefaw a flood nigh,
but he might be deceived. No, it is faid, ¢ he fear-
¢ ed,” kept clofe to God, and it came ; fo here.

3. This light whereby they fee, is not only fweet

-and glorious, and crofs to heart and lufts, butitis
fudden, as with Paul, when going to perfecute, * fud-
< denly there fell a great light,” and fo he faw Chrift.
So when a man goes on .in his fin, and fuddenly the
Lord reveals this and that by a word (elfe it is a de-
- ceit) which all angels could not do before, fo asto
fee it, and that none can reveal it as he fees it, efpe-
cially to bring this light out of darknefs, this muft be
" ‘miraculous power, and no dream. But what do [
fpeak of feeing ? . they feel the beginnings of it in the |
firft-fruits of it. :

. For’'two great things fhall be at that day.
Firft, Then all the elett thall have their fill of love.
Secondly, ‘Triamph in Chrilt, when in the clouds
-with him. Have they not the firlt here? Rom. v. §.
The feeling of which love cannot be a fancy, for it
cannot conceive of it, nor hold it. This is an infinite
- love,

.
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love, and that in the midlt of the fence of fin:ppd
death. That many times they are even fain to fap,
Lord hold. 2. Triumph, Rom. v. 3. and that in
aflliions, which make them by experience fo to feel
God in part, that they triumph for time to come. It
is true, at times they look duwn- the tower, and fo
tremble, but while they look up here, then they tri.

- umph, having accefs to the grace wherein they ftand;

fo then look for it, there fhall be fuch a day, and fuch
a coming of Chrift, Rev. i. 3. The Father has ex-
alted the Son to ineffable glory. But, Lord! who
fees him as thefe, in his glory, or to come forth out
of his glory ? It is but table.talk. But ** behold he
¢ comes, and every eye fhall fee him.”2 The Lord
pities you, and holds out bowels of love, and faith ;
O receive me, O caft away thofe bloody knives that
have pierced me ; and fends his Spirit like his hand
to draw you. But O do you not kick his bowels,
do you not pierce his hands and feet daily? And
when you have done, no tears! But he comes, and
you that pierce him fhall fee him, &c. Confider of °
it, therefore, you that doubt of this, you that think
not of this, and hence live and lie in your lufts, and
defpife him, Behold he comes ! . :

~

SECT. IV. L

Ufe 2. I‘IENCE behold the happinefs of all them
that be efpoufed to the Lord Jefus, in that their hopes
are laid up in another world, at the day of the com-
ing of the Lord Jefus, 1 Cor, xv. 19. * If we had
“ hope only in this life, we were of all men moft mi-
“ ferable.” Becaule none fo foolith, or fo fenfible of
mifery as they, but our hopes firetch to another life,
to the fecond coming of the Lord Jefus Chrift. * Sup-

fe a man had all the crowns of the world caft at

is feet, but at laft to be dragged before the judgment.

feat of Chrift, .and. there to ftand quaking, what

fhould he be the better ;\I What. though faints havﬁ
. , N z a
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41¥ the miferies in this world, but at laft ¢ with thefe
¢ eyes they fhall fee the Lord,” and ftand triumph-
ing before him, and have a real fight and certain ex-
pe&tation of this. What people in the world fo great
as théfe? ' . .

Queft. Whas do they wait and expect for ?.

Adnf. Great things, which may aftonifh the whole
¢reation. o
" 2. They look for him ¢ to change their vile bodies,"
that ‘this their Hufband, at the marriage-day, thould
take away thefe rags, * and make them like unto his
glorious body,” brighter than the fun; fo that bura
them, cut them in pieces, they fee Chrift loves both,

- and hence holds fword and foul in one hand, and fcab-

batd ih another, &c. , '

2. They expe&t he fhould take away all their fins,
and miake them’ like unto himfelf, engrave on their
fouls perfe&ly his own image, that their enemies they
feel now, they look they ¢ fhall nevér fee them more,”

, 1 John iii. 2. And as no evil like it, no mercy like

this ; and no evil to faints like this, that yet they thould
grieve the heart of fuch a Hufband.

3. They look he fhould take away all forrows and
tears from them, for this the Lord promifeth, and be-
gins to execute now, but it fhall be perfefted then;
Ifa. xxv. 8, 9. And hence called ¢ the times of re-
frething,” AA&s iii. 19, 20.° It is true, the fpoufe and
church is now forrowful to the very heart many-times,
but there is a time coming that they fhall never for-
TOW more. B

4. They look he fhould take away all thame from
them. _ For no people in the world is laden with more
calumnies and reproaches by the wicked and by hypo-
crites, and hard fpeeches from the godly, and they -
doubt whether they be fons or no. Now then the
whole world fhall fee they are fons, and-fhall ftand
amazed at them, and fhall not doubt of it, nor them-
felves ; for the Lord fhall proclaim it, and they fhall

. ' hﬁaf,

fl e
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besr, Thefe are my jewels, and this they look for,
1 John iii. x, 2.

5. They then look for recompcncc to all their * la-
“bour of lave” to him and his. Hence 1 Cor. xv.
§8. * Knowing your labour is not in vain in thg
“Lord.” Hence the apolile oft defers men for that re,
compence till now. . ** The Lord fhew mercy 1q the
“houle of Onefephiorus in that day,” 3 Tim. i.8.
So that fome hereticks have thought fouls flecp til}
. thea. They may .pray and no anfwer, feek to do good,
and do none. O but the Lord will recompence them
sbundantly.

6. .They look thea to * « be ever with the Lord,”
1 Thefl. iv. 17. Never to be parted from him, never
to live without him, nay, never to go away.from un+ *
der his wing, out of his bleeding bofom of loye and
endlefs and unfpeakable compaflions any mare: And
being with him to fee his glory, and aever fee the
depth of it, and to have the Lord to ferve them, Luke
Xii. 37, 38. and giving whatever they call for, and all_
this when ‘thoufand thoufands fhall at this time be’
¢rying for a drop of water, and caonot get it. Now
all this they look for, and more too: Which is, 1. Cer-
tain. For ¢ hope maketh not athamed.” 2. Which
fills their hearts with "glory, and unfpeakable glory
too: - for it makes it fo clear and certain, that they
have it all already; for though abfent, hope makes
it as prefent, Rom. viii. 24. He doth not fay we fhall
be, but * we are faved by hope.”” Fuith takes hold
on the beginning, hope on the end. O the heavy,
wrath of God upon a world of poor blind, ignorant
men that have no hope, no hope of Chrift, no hope
of glory, unlefs a flauering dead hope. What 2 fad
thmg is it to think of a-number of men that are buri-
ed in the world, atd never to awaken until they fee
Chrift in the clouds of heaven coming to he reveng-
ed on them. O methinks I fee them falling down
before the ]udgmcnt-fcat, and crying out, O that we

) Nj3- had
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had krnown of this day ! O alas that I had hope ! but
not fuch an hope, but am now deceived. - Qitis -
otherwife with faints, they fhall find what they hoped
for, and infinitely more. What hurt can any do them?
Let all the world come againit them, their Hufband
will come, and will kick thém - under his feet.. Let
"them load them with reproaches; fill their hearts with

{orrows, and their eyes with teant, their Lord’s com-
ing will comfort them. Let Safah tempt, and a Fa-
ther hide his face, behold the Lord cometh, that «

. fhall deliver and redeem them!' QO fed their bleflednels,
and let it draw you to make up the match with Chrif,

- that never did it yet! He has been wooing of you,
Jonging for you, and you wooing of him again, Lord
take me! What hinders you then from ftriking the

. match, and concluding it? 'To give thyfelf this day
to him, and take him only, rejoice in him only, whea
nothing thou doft can be fo pleafing to him. And
now you may look and believe what one day you
fhall to your comfort feel. And account yourfelves
moft wretched creatures until the Lord be pleafed to
efpoufe you to himfelf,

SECT. V.

Ufe 3. Of Examp. OR hence learn what to judge

of thofe that never lock for the coming and company

- of the Lord Jefus : It is with them as it was with the -
Ifraclites, when Mofes was gone into the mount, and

‘flayed there long, the people made their calf, and
went to their fealting and rejoicing:. So the Lord

Jefus being gone for the Spirit of life, and to prepare

a place of glory, it being now long fince, they make |

‘idols of ‘their jewels, and of their own excellencies,
and of whatfoever is glorious in their eyes in this
world: Or as Chrift compares the fecure world,

¢« As it was in the days of Noah, fo fhall it be ;** or

-as in the days of Lot, when they never knew nor
- locked
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looked for it, though told ofit, fo it is with them.

Do you think thefe are efpoufed to Chrift, or made
ready for Chrift, whofe glorious appearing is never,
or feldom, or the’ lealt thing in their thooghts, and”
. are far from feeing and fetting it before their eyes.

Now, becaufe 'if you atk mea, Do you look for
fuch a time to fee the world confumed, and the Lord
revealed, and your glory with him? Every one will

fay Yes, becaufe indeed they have a dead hope. . I
» thall therefore give difcoveries of it.

Sign 1. Thofe whofe hearts prize (though their
heads do mot) and whofe eyes are dazzled with the
withering glory of this world. When men lie under
(not for a fit, for Chrift’s dilciples wondered at the
beauty of the temple) a great miftake of all things
here, and put that good in them which is not, and
that worth upon them which they ought nut. For
he on whofe eyes the Sun of glory has rifen, and
looks for the glory which fhall be revealed; looks
upon a dunghill world as ftrangers do upon their inn,
" and as'travellers do on their tents, make a fhift to
rub jt out for a time, but O home. O * that glory

“ that, fhall be revealed,” Heb. xi. 13. They were

frangers, becaufe ¢ they looked for a city :” Nay,

they look upon thefe things, as God and Chrift judge

of them (for they have Chrift’s mind) 1 Cor. ii. 15.

which ftand for cyphers ia the Lord’s book: Nay,

they look upon the very miferies of ‘this world for

Chrift, greater treafures than the happinefs of it, and

bence chufe it, and accouat their fcars their crown,

their fhame their glory, their lcfles their gain, their
forrows their joys, as Heb. xi. 25, 26. Mofes chofe
® {uffer, and efteemed Chrift’s reproach his glory.

And why ? * He had an eye to the recompence of

“reward,” and faw the God invilible. And 2 Cor.
- W.17. ¢ It works an exceeding weight of glory.”

k as it is with a man that is born to great hopes

of a crown and kingdom, and therefore brought up
’ Na B . not.



200 ON THE PARABLE OF THE-

ot in the country, but in the court ; let a pobr men
offer him his thatched houfe, and promife him if be
will come and live with him, and ferve him in his
patched clothes, what will he fay ? No, begone to your
friends, I am a greater man thaa you can make me,
fo here; a man that is born aud begotten to a lively
hope of a crown now, by the refurre&ion of Chrift
and brought up under the wings and care of Chrif,
to the hopes of a better world, offer never fo much,
promife never fo fair, I am greater than ali the workd
can make me, I muft not have, if I love Chrift, and
I cannot have, if he loves me, both; and hence looks
to honour then, end peace and glory then, Cel. iil.
1,2, 3. It is clear, then, thou lookeft vpon the
things of the world as great things; O to have fuch
honour, fuch an eftate, fo meny cows and goats, fo
much ground paled in, fo many ploughs, lands end
oxsen fit for labour, fo much gain to come in every
year, and fuch parts, and gifts, and duties to get me
@ name, to live before the beft men, and to be good
figns (to comfort me) of the favour of God: Thisis
a goodly thing, the very hopes heat and warmthe !
heart. -
1. If you do not feel pangs in parting with a fricnd, |
a bofom-blefling {o dear, you are not dead yettoif |
nor rifen to a lively hope of better things.

2. He that does not prize the evils of the world,
more than the good in it, his eyes arve dagzled with
it: If the life of the world be not death to thee, the
comfort of the worll forrow to thee, O they draw
thy heart from God; hence called ® lying vanities.”
Look ss it is with a king or mafier that gives talents
to ufe, they caft them by, and fith for themfelves,
they look not for the coming of their mafters: Se
the Lord gives you his ordinences and word, to ufe
for him, and you fcramble for yourfelves, to ewnrich,
and henour and comfort yourfelves, you look net for
the Lord. Faliors that go far for wealth, they will
’ , . not
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sot briny home ftone and rubbith, which ‘they kuow
will oot go in their own country, hence other things
that are of more price he Ipends his time for; fo
here. What do you do,. you that eat the bread of

-carefuloefs, fell your commodities dear, and fet your -

buyers on taiater.-hooks? 1 look to be rich. You
that can fpeak well, and have parts, and profefs fair-
ly; but go into your clofets, God is negleed in
your hearts, your conflant union to Chrifl, dépend:
ance an L hrift, approving yourfelves to Chrift, is not
maiateined. I would fain be honoured. You are

. *ome far from - your owa country: Why did you

depart theace ¢ To be free from trouble, And now
here, what ftay you for? O for eafe. Will thefe

. -ooins go, and be taken at the lalt day ?  No, you loak
© ot for that.

Sign 2. They that fay they look for Chriff, but do
ast rejoice abundantly in hope of this time. Some.
times the hopes of God’s people begin to die, and

comfortlefs, but when their hopes are up, and
iring, and not woanded by fome fin or fleeping,
there is a double joy that now they have.

1. This alone comforts them and fills them, John
xiv. 1, 2, 3. So that they wonder at God, though
they have mever fo little here, to have thefe bleflings
now, and everlafling glory, endlefs compaiffions and
mercy at that day, John xvi. 22. . . :

z. This joy is glerious juy, higheft comfort, Rom.
v. 3. «“ We glory in hope of the glory of God.”
Difgraced, but then honouréd; hated:of men, but
then loved of Chrilt ; poor, but then euriched ; mi-
ferable, but then bleffed ; empty, but then filled; fa.
therlefs, friendlefs, but then glorified. O I tell you,
nmiferies thus cowfidered, are fweet ! Can .it be other-
wife? Now you fay you hope and lovk for this day,
Where is your comfort of it? Where is~your glory
mit? AQsi. 11,712, compared with Luke xxiv. 52,
S0 thon wilt be-in the temple, nay, in the ficlds, re.

: ‘ " Joicing
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joicing and blefling the Lord, that ever he fhould in-
tend to fet thee at his right-hand, at that great dsy
of his coming. No man but has fomething to joy
his heart. It is “ corn and wine and oil,” and not'
« the light of God’s countenance” at this day? Itiss
fign they never look for. Do the world rejoice in
their hopes, and not faints ?

Sign. 3. They that content themfelves with: any
meafure of holinefs and grace; they look not for
Chrift’s coming and company. For faints that do .
look for him, though they have not that holinefs sad
grace - they would have, yet they reft not fatisfied
with any meafure, 1 Johniii. 3. ¢ He that hath this
« hope purifieth himfelf as he is pure.” Chrift finds
us not lovely, but makes us lovely, by puttingon
his own garments, imprinting his own image. Hence
faints content not themfelves with any dreffings, till
made glorious, and fo fit for -fellowfhip with that
!'pouf‘e. And when the foul fees this love to-be afon,
and then to be proclaimed heir, O this makes them
fet: Chrift himfelf as a pattern to walk by. Now
therefore, .

1. When men fhall think this way is bad, and ano-
ther way of fome faints is good, and take a copy of his
courfe from them, and now is well, this only is to be
* pure 8s man is pure. :

2. When a man leaves not till he gets fuch a mes-
fure of faith and grace, and now when he has got this,
contents himfelf ‘with this asa good fign, he fhall be
faved, he looks not for Chrift. Or,

. When men are heavily loaden with fin, then
clofe with Chrift, ‘and then are comforted, fealed, and
have joy that fills them, and now the work is done,
and they are paft grace, and paft repentance, and daily
cleanfing, now they ftudy not what to do for Chrift,
that neither family nor church where they live, are
the better for them.

" 4. When men -fhall not content themfelves with

A}
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any meafure, but wifh they had more, ,if grace would
grow, while they tell clocks, and fit idle; and fo God -
muft do all, but do not purge themfelves, and make
work of it, (indeed faints purge not themfelves of
themfelves, for dirty hands will never wath a foul face)

. but by a daily dependance on, and importunity of
faith, figh after the Lard to do it; verily if not thus,
you look not for Chrift, 2 Pet. iii. 11, 12.-14. For
if you did, you would fay and think, if to be like
him be my giory, O then that']I might have it now.

- Sons that are born to their hopes in the court, will
go in the court-fathion: begpars that are born and
brought up under hedges, content themfelves with
their rags; fo here: Lord where is this Spirit? ef-
pecially evéh among us.  There is fcarce any but ei-
ther would be honelt, and then hopes God accepts of
his will, or will be fo, and then it is fo much as will
credit or comfort him. Lord, where is the man that

. mourns for this? How far fhort he falls of Chrift, 6f
Chrift’s prayers, Chrif’s fpeeches, Chrift’s meeknefs,
but only patches up his comforts with fome' ends of
' gold and filver, and fherds of honefty : He hath heard
others teach and preach, and get fome fherds of know-
ledge, thence he fees what others are, and do, and
gets fomewhat to -be like them, have we not cried
out, men are too good to be better in our own land ?
And unlefs a few under offlition or temptation, who
is? T pray God fuch a race come not over hither,
where God looks you thould get a higher pitch; put
off your wildernefs-fhoes, get thofe fins removed that
provoked God there ; or elfe befides the mifery of &
heart.brand upon thee, thou doft not look for Chrift,
aid therefore art either not efpoufed, or afleep; and
fhatt, if not by the word, by the terror of God be
dreadfully awakened, O New-England, New-England!

' that art now making a conqueft of the world, and
' feekeft for the fpoil of it to enrich thyfelf, to recover
' thy loffes, and therefore makeft a truce -with thy dif-
. tempers

—
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_ tempers for a time, and doft not purge thyfelf »

Chritt is pure, I d@pe not yet tell thee what Chrif
Jefus has to fay unto thee! Therefore think of this,
that do not, he fhall come in a time when thun lookeft

mot for him: Aad haft not fo much grace as the five .
foolifh virgins had? This is the frame of men and

profeflors; what are they? They were troubled,

humiliation is paft; they have looked for falvation by -
Chrift, that is paft; they have been comforted, that .
is paft; what holinefs? They will pray in families, -

keep company with faints, get into Chrift, receive
facraments, that is paft. What lack they yet? Maoy

wants, but God accepts their defires for what they

want, and that is their circle of hovefty mow, and
there reft. Is it not thus? Isthis to purge like Chrift!

If any have more, O wonder at the Lord for it. But

if not, O thy doom !
SECT. VL

Ufe 4. O You efpoufed and beloved of the Lord,
Jook for his comirg, Jook for his company; the world
looks not for him, becaule they -care not; * Wil
st.you alfo depart ?”” Has he called thee as & virgin
for{aken, and not comforted, as a wife of youth,
and given him[elf to thee, and given thee a heart to
- give content to him, and thyfelf to him in lieu of his
Jove, life and all, if it might do him any good? O
are you born to {o great hopes, and are they not worth
the lpoking after? God forbid. Do this therefore,
efpecially in thefe five cafes. :

1. In cafe of ftrangenefs felt between thy foul and
Chrift: It may be theu thinkeft, O he that has faved,
_ preferved me, called me, when I never looked after
him, redeemed me when a captive, every momest
pardons me, a daily friend unto me, that has gives

e ordinances, given me the comfort of them: But .

0 yet to be a ftranger to him, this cuts: O look mfw:
: 'y
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~ for this time, 1 Thef. iv. 17, 18. when thou fhalt
fec that bleeding heart, that has loved thee above all
. princes and angels, that body in the glory of the Fa-
ther, and be gs familiar with him as thou art known.
O look for this, for it fhall be fo.
2. In cafe God’s promifes are not made good to
_thee. For at that initant a man believes, he gives
Chrit and all things, all grace, all confolation, ajl
glory, but it is in the promife, becaufe he would have
them live by faith a while here, as by fenfe in heaven ;
snd being wrapt up in the promile, they feel it not,
only plead with God : Haft thou not faid, Lord, thou
wilt fubdue iniquities, purge me as gold is tried ? Why
then do I go childlefs, gracelefs? No more grace, no
“more Spiric, no better heart for thee? O now the
beart calls in queftion God’s promife, or finks?. O
Zow remember this day, for the perfe& reftitution of
ll things, perfe& accomplifiment of all promifes is
referved for this time, Ifa. xxv. 9. * Thou prayett for
‘many things, but they come nat; Chrift referves the
Payment till this day. What a comfort is this ? “What
3 fweet fpeech was it of Jothua, Joth. xxiii. 14. ¢ Qne
thing hath not failed,” when he had conquered the
land, "So then when the conqueft is made, to fee all
the promifes made good to thee. S
3 In cale’ of God’s abfence or withdrawing, or
when thou feeleft but little of his prefence here in
‘his providences or in his ordinances, private, public, .
dud that in New-England toe. - Thou haft found one
halthour’s time with the Lord, alone, fweeter and
betier than a thoufand worlds. O but this holds not !
Thou mayeft, it may be, wait on the Lord in-his or-
dinances, and go away with a fad heart, O I cannot
fee him, and canft not find out the caufe why fo hea-
vY, and vile, ‘and fo loatheft thyfelf, O now think of
this day, 1 Cor. xv. 28, Then God fhall be « all in
‘(‘;ﬁ’” then thou thalt have thy fill of love, and fill of

- - 4- il‘
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4 In cafe of forrow for the uproar of the world
agamlt God and Chrift, and the wrongs done to
hrift and his people ; tafee Chrift crucified, and cry-
ing, fpare my life; and faying, « If you feck me,
¢ let thefe little ones depart;” yet they are abufed,
* and every one againft Chrift, as this day tbe world is
coming to the laft fit of madnefs againft the Lord of
glory. O now remember, and look for this day,
x Cor. xv. 25. “ He muft reign.” Lord what a com-
fort will it be to fee Chrift king then? Men come to
fee him king here, but O what will it be when he fhall
.come himfelf, to fee all fecrets. open, and the Lord
lorified in himfelf and pzeple, of all creatures? Look
?or this, to [ee the great and laft plot of God brought
to perfeion. O think that is our day, that is our
vittory !
. 5. When you come to die, and think of leaving
thy carcafe to rot in the duft a long time, O think
and look upon this day! ¢ They that hear fhall live.”
Why do I die? John v. 28, 29. ¢¢ They fhall then
“ come out of their graves,” &c. Thus look for
this. ' .

Motive 1. All creatures look for this in a manner,
Rom. viii 22, 23. Nay, Ghrift and faints in heaven
look for this day, Heb. x. 13. ¢ From thence ex-
s¢ petting till his enemies,” &c.  Nay, devils look for

. it, but tremble: Ouly a fecure world, lockedrafleep
_ to their eternal wo, look not for it. - . .

2. This will help you to ride all ftorms, bear all
knocks chearfully. Our hope is our helmet, our hope
is our anchor, i:leb. vi. 19. Eph. vi. 17. You will
meet with them here, it may be, before you die.

3. The Lord has called you [put of this world, he
might have left you in it, and given you your hope,
your portion here, and then wo to thee; but he has
called thee to this hope, that if princes of the world
knew, they would lay down, nay, caft their crowns at

' thy



- thy Teet for it, and fay, O that I were in that man’s
cafe ! Eph. i. 18. ¢ Hope of his calling.”

4. Hope and expeftation of all other: things fhall
fail, if God loves thee, he will make you know what
itis to forfake your portion. If not, they fhall fail
you. when youn die, this fhall not; it ¢ makes:not
* athamed.”” ‘ R

5. Methioks this is the glory of a Chriltian, that
he turns his back upon the world, and lives and
waits for the coming of the Lord. ,

6. O this will give Chrift’s heart full content,
when he fhall come, Luke xii. 37. ¢ He will makg
% thee' fit down to eat; and ferve thee.” The Lord
Jefus himfelf fhall only then pour out to thee, and
give thee whatever thou calleft for, honour thee, as it
were, above himfelf. When thou art at reft in hea-
ven, he will be at work for thee. . e

7. If not, he may * come in an hour thou fookeft

“not for him.””> Chrift may fay to thee, From hence-

- forth fleep on. :

' 8uefr. What means are there, to make me logk
" for him ? : . S
- . 4nf. 1. Get fome promife, that thou mayeft believe
the Lord is thine, elfe thou wilt never look for him ;

- orif you do, you will be deceived; for ** hope isof things
not feen.” Nay, commonly when the Lord brings-any
man to his hopes, having given him a promife, and faith

to believe it, the Lord in the mid-way feems to crofs his
promife. When the Lord promifes life, glory, peace, -
bonour, joy. Tulnefs, heaven, they fhall then, and never
fo much before, feel darknefs, {hame, trouble, forrow,
hell. For the Lord tries them by this, and * tribu-

- “lation breeds experience, and experience hope.”’—
Hence you muft firft get a promife of Chrift and glory,
- before you can Hope for it, or expeét glory, and thea
* you may, Heb. vi. 18. For the promife will fuppert hope,
. when heart, and firength,-and all fhall fail: Nay, it
| Will expe& contraries out of contraries, Gen. xxii. 5.
(1 §
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“ I will: eome again to ybu;” compared with Heb.
xi: 18, 19. So that foul that has a promife” may fay,.
when he confiders God’s power, and what glory he

gives to God by believing it, God has faid he will
comfort. me, he will cleanfe me, he will give. me gl

ry! I will have all thefe out of my forrow, my fin, '

my hell.

Take heed, therefore, of two extremes.
. Firft, Of hoping without a promile, for that is bat
© faith fcared out of -its. wits, when it comes to be ex-
amined ; I hope fo, and I have had joy and perfuafion
of it. ;

Secondly, Of not expeQing when God gives 8 pro-

mife. Can you live one day without it ? It meybe '
you have no feeling yet : But Ifa. xxv. 8, 9, ro. Dot

thou wait for the Lord, i. e. from a fenfe of emptinehs,
for all fulnefs thou fhalt find in part here, and fully
then, and fay, * Lo, this is our God; we have waited
for him 2 "When a man’s anchor is ftrong, and i8

good gtjound, he will look for fafety, when in the hat

bour : O thou aflited and toffed with tempefts, the
Lord has brought thee at laft to Chrift, after maay
drivings to and fro, and it clafps about him accord-
ing to a promife ; if God changeth, then thy comfort

may not be: If revelations come, I know they may

B

dective, but a promife cannot. . :

2. Fear the terror of the Lord at this day, festr

parting from him: I fpeak not of doubting, but the
holy fear of faints, for that is the nature of fesr, it
makes' a man eye the thing feared; as Jacob, when
Efau was meeting him. Noeh fears and looks t0
fafety in and by an ark, Heb. xic 7. Lot's childres

took not his counfel, they feared not, but *¢ he feem-
 ed as one that mocked to them.” Paul, 2 Cor. -
v. 10, 11. * knew the terror of the Lord,” hence

Tooked for hini, fought to spprove himfelf unto hint
Mea that fear not parting with Chrift, will never look
nor care for him. And let it be & ftrong fesr, clfe

: it
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it will never.carry you above your cares and furfeis-
ings of the world. ' ‘

Qpuefr. How fhall I fear thus?-

4nf, Unlefs the Lord put it into your heart, none
can; for the fecurity of the world+is not fleepy, but
deadly : Ven are bound up as firong as with chains
of death ;' that till they feel she mifery, they cannot
fear it ftrongly. O look up-to the Lord, to unchain
thole chains of death.

2. Know the happinefs of them.that fhall ever be
with Chrift, what is the {weetnefs of Chrill’s love,
and worth of it.- Imagine the lall day come, and all
the dead raifed, Chrilt with flanting fire, all the wick-
ed on the left hand, and then fent away with ¢ De.
“ part ye curfed;” all the faints on the right hand,
and then O come! and when all is difpatched, then
10 go up to heaven, and when gone, there to be fora
ever rejoicing, triumphing in the prefence of God,
Almighty ; and now what it will be to be far off from
Chrilt, weeping, never fo be pitied more. O he
that wes fo full of pity, no heart then to pity, no hand
' tohelp! I can but anly paint this fire. O that the
' Lard would help you here, that fo you might look
' out for him. Sailors fleep in calms, and fo it may be
" have many here in this place of reft. Others of you
take heed, I will tell you your bar, It may be moft
eltates are brought low and {unk ; when you fee that,
mow you either look back, or look for Lot’s accom-
modations, and fuch an eflate as is loft, it may be
' youwilt fpy {>me hope of it, and then follow the game,

-and never look out till you die. The Lord keep you
from it! You then will not look up for Chrift’s com-
ing at the laf day, or in his ardinances here: If thou
d.R fo, had it not been Detter thon hadit been buried
in the fea, or left in forrow on the fhore? O take heed
therefore, lock for the coming ard company of Chrift,
and let this be enough, and becaufe you cannot look
for him ig.the cJouds now, O, lovk and ‘wait for him

o - in
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in his ordinances ; and confider if efpoufed ones, lock '
for his coming then, and for perfe® knowledge of
him, and comwmunion with him, then think, Lord, '
what a heart have I, that look net for him here! ‘
But, Lord, * Who will believe our réport

Thus they went out by hope and expe&tation of his
coming: Now the fecond thing follows, they weat
forth with longing defires after his coming.,

CHAP. XI. SECT. L

Tbat Believers do long and defire for the Appearance
and Second Coming of Chrift. -

Doét. 3. THAT all thofe that are efpoufed to |
Chrift, and beloved of Chrift, they !
ought not only to look, but te long for the coming
of, and their everlafling communion with the Lord |
Chrift Jefus. For the conlummation of their mar. -
riage with him, "that .though he be gone, our hearts
may be with him, before our fouls be, or before our
fouls and bodies be; that though we may die, and
lie down in the duft, our defires may live and lie in
heaven, and cry, ** Come Lord.” Now do not think
this point true, and [o far good if we could reach it,
but this is a high pitch: for you muit long for it,
God forbid a Chriftian efpoufed to Chrift,  fhould
plead that. work too much, which hypocrites, *¢ the
*¢ five foolifh virgins” in their kind attained to. See
prefidepts for this in all ages; Abraham, and thofe
in his time, who was * father of the faithful,” Heb.
xi. 15, 16. * A better country,” where they might
bave fellowthip with the Lord, and * hence God is
* not afhamed,” &c.  As if the Lord were athamed
of all them to be his people, that profefs themfelves
fo, but defire not this. In Chrift’s time, Simeon,
Luke ii. 29. with xxv. where * he waited for the
. \ . ¢ con-
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~ * ¢onfolation of Ifracl,” &e, to enjoy mote of him,

In the apoftle’s time, it is alfo that which they all
felt, 2 Cor.v. 2. ** In this we groan earneftly,” &c.
But, you will fay, it may be this was becaule of mife-

. ries, and ‘want of ordinances, &c. Therefore fee in

the laft age of the church, when the New Jerufalem
was built, and when peace, and when Chrift’s face was

. feen in his houfe, yet then the ** Spirit and the bride

“ fay come,” Rev. xxii. 17. They are the laft

~ breathings of John and the Spirit in him. * Lord

“ Jefus come quickly.” But Cant. viii. 14. the church

. there entreats her beloved to ¢* fly away to the moun-

“tains of fpices,” that fhe might enjoy him out of

~ this world.

SECT. It
Reafon 1. BECAUSE they are bound to lovae

| Chrift and his appearing : to lové his locks when he

thall appear to the world, 2 Tim. iv. 8. The crown of
glory comes as it were by fucceflion, not only to me,

_but to ** all them that- love his appearing.” Now, can
" there be any love of him and his appearing, and not

fo much as any defire after him and after it? Cer-
tainly there is no love, or if there be any, it lies

 laguifhing : For anfwerable to our love to any .thing,

is our defire, what we lcve only we defire only ; what
we love not at all or but little, we defire not at all or
but fittle ; fo here. Now therefore to queftion, May
a Chriftian defire it ? is to queflion whether a Chrifti.
an ought to lovg the Lord Jefus or no. We are,
bound  not to love earth, hence bound to love Chrift
and his fellowfhip in-heaven. ¢ Let him be Ana-
*“ thema’’ that doth nct fo. .
Reafun 2. Becaufe the Lord Jefus longs for them,
iJshn xvii. 24. throughout which chapter he prays as
‘fin heaven already.  * Hence I am no more in this
‘world, and where I am, let them be alfo.” He was
' ' (O ‘ on
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on earth, but looks on himfelf as in heaven. That '
as it was with the high prieft, he carries the names of -
the twelve tribes on his heart, * befet with precious |
* ftones,” very dear to him, * into the hely of ho- '
¢ lies,” fo Chrilt. Not that he fees any beautyin

them of their own, why he fhould defire them, but .
becaufe he freely loves them, and dearly loves them,
as being given him of the Father, and as having coft
him dear; and heunce if he loves them, he longs for
them: Now, if he longs for them, ought not they
much more to long for him ? Pfalm xxvii. 8. ¢ Thou

“ [aidft, Seek my face: Thy face, Lord, will T feek.”

1. He longs for thee now in glory, when one
would think his thoughts and heart fhould be fwal
lowed up with it, and fhall not we long for him here -
in the valley of myrtle-trees, in mifery, on the dung-
hill ? '

" 2. He longs for thee when thou haft nothing to
make him defire thee, he has all that thy heart can
defire, being the very bofom.délight of God himfelf,
Rev. xxii. penals. He did but fay he would come, .
and John defires, © come. But doth he long for
thee? Now not to long for him. Jf this love be not
worth longing for, truly it is worth nothing.

Reafon 3. Becaule this is our laft and ultimate end

"that we are made for, chofen for, bought for, called
for, fealed for, that at laft we might be with the Lord,
and be made perfet in one, 2 Cor.v. 5. * He that
% has made us for this, is God,” &c. For the whole
Trinity enjoying infinite fweet fellowthip with him-
felf, hence delire it might be commumicated, in Chrift
it is fo, and now the laft end is attained. Now if
this be our Iall end, ought we not to defire it? ‘Then
we ought n-t to defire to be bleffed, nor to defire
the Lord may be glorified. Nay, you kmow that
whatever we make our Iaft end, it will {wallow up all
our defires after any other thing. This is the center
and reft, and journey’s end of our tired, weary fpirits.

And
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- And the truth is, when we make it our laft end, we
cannot but defire it. :

SECT. I

Objedt. BUT ought not a man to defire to live
. here in this world, as David and Hezckiah did.
- May not one fin in this defire ? ‘

Anf. 1. It is true, ** precious in the fight of the
“ Lord is the death of his {aints,” not only in'regard
that they are as precious to him when they come to
die, as while they live, as gold when it is melting, is
~ as precious to the goldfmith, as when whole, and it
may be more too, becaufe it is then made better ; but
allo becaufe he will not lightly caft away their lives.
* He that bottles their tears, and will not let them be
loft, will not eafily let go their lives, and it God will
not, they ought not upon every flight occafion to
defire their death, and lofs of their lives to be with
'~ the Lord.

Now there are two cafes God’s own people may
delire to remove hence, where though there be fome
fire, I confefs, yet there is more {moke than fire,
more fin than grace. '

1. In cafe they meet with much unkindnefs from,
and many forrows in the world, and behold the fins
ofit. Thus it was with Elias, 1 Kings xix. 4. Who,
when Jezebel threatened his life, fled, and would needs
fet fail prefently and he gone; fo it is with God’s"
People, when they fee enemies without, the univerfal
7ot of profeffion, that they think they are almoft left®
slone ; when God hath begun to do guod by them, as
by Elijah, but they think their beft days are patt, there
1 all they fhall do, and God himfelf it may be meeting
_them with fome croffes in this world ; now prefently
they grow weary of theit lives, and defire to die, which
15 nothing elfe but a pang of difcentent, truly God
will not fuffer it, nor you ought not to defire it to dic

O3 away
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away in.fuch a fouff: No, the Lord has work for
them to do, and a journey to go. ‘This defire is
naught, and it is but a weed, and to be pulled up,
that grows out of fuch a root as a difcontented heart
for crofles. I confefs God ules forrows as meaas to
fnoke us out of our hive, and we may .ufe them for
that end, but not only or:chicfly them, noe from

a pang or moody fit of difcontent.

2. In cale they dcfire death, and not life, before
~ -they e ripe for death. Hufbandmen defire their corn
in, but it is fully todefire it before it be ripe, and
then they may. I cunfels it is the commendation
of fome trees, if not only good, but if ripe betimes,
and it. is the "honour of a Chn{han, to be npe for
death betimes, yet ftill before he is ripe he is not
to defire it.

Qucft. Now when is this? :
Anf. 1. While the Lord hides his face, and denies
"l aflurance of his love, in this cafe as a Chriflian
ci anot, fo he ought not (if it were the Lord’s will)
d.fire to be gone as yet, and this is one reafon why .
David and Hezekiah dcfired life, not death as yet,
God had broken their bones, and his arrows were yet
in their hearts ; now a man is to defire he may flay
a little while longer, that he may * fing the fong of
¢ the Lamb,” and tell the world ** what the Lord
¢ hath done for him,” and that he may not fet in 8
cloud and die in horrer. Mariners long to be on fhere,
but before they come there, ;they would not venture
in 4a mift, but fee land ﬁrﬁ fo fhould we defire to
fee the Lord in the land of the living. Nay, though
the Lord gives his people a promife, which flays their
hearts, and is a twig to keep them from finking, nay
"~ when he gives them fome joy, yet fliill God has pre-
.mifed to reveal more of himfelf and his Chrilt in the
prowile, feeing him but darkly now: Now, they
ought not b defire but wait, as in Simeon’s cale,
b N ow let thy {ervant dcpart in peace,” havmg long

** waite
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¢ waited for the confolation of Ifrael.”” Children that
will be up before it is day muit be whipt, a rod is
moft fit for them, ftay till it is day.

2. While their work remains unfinifhed, and the
Lord has got little or no glory from them, though they
may have clear evidence of the Lord’s love: Chritt -
himfelf defired it not till now, John xvii. 5. If thou
couldft fcale heaven before thy work was done, the
Lord would fend thee down from thence again, as he
did the foul of Lazarus, and truly to do the work of
Chrift one moment here, is better than to have a thou-
fand years felicity in heaven, nakedly confidered in
itlelf, in as. much as the honour of Chrilt is a thon-
fand times better than out own good. It may be there
is much work within doors, many odd diftempers to
be cathiered, fpiritual decays, &:. I may be there
is work without, Chrift has many enemies in the world,
many prayers are yet to be [pent againit them, much
good to do for his church, many tears to be fhed for
them, for praying trade is paft in heaven. It may be.
fome friends yet to be converted, thou-haft been a -
fcandal to them, it may be as yet few have been, or can
fay they be the warmes. or better for thee; that work
is yet to be done : 1t may be God has fome fecrets to
reveal by thee before thou dieft, flay therefore a while,
while your work- is done; it is true, thou haft but
one talent, but little thou halt or canft do; yet Gud
locks you fhould improve it whillt he is gone. A
man that will needs to-bed at no¢n-day, befcre night
comes, what deferves- he but a cudgel? So he that
will die before his night comes, and while it is light
to fee and work by. When therefore you apprehend
Your work even done, then as not only Curift, but
Paul, not only Paul, but God's watchful fervants have
fecret warnings of death. And as mariners, when they
can fee no land, yet by their foundings can tell they
are pear land or fands, then you may defire it, for
then -you are ripe, but it is- fin to do it otherwile.

- O34 ) And
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Aund verily happy is'that man that accounts not his

life dear, but only the finithing of his courfe with .

© joy. To conclude all, we are to defire our fellowfkip
with Chrift, as a man defires his laik end, which defire
doth not exclude but include defire after all the means
firft, before the end. Now many things are to be
done by God upon us, and by us for the Lard agaim,
before we appear before Chrilt, which we may defire
firltly for this our laR end.

SECT. IV.

Ufe 1. HENCE we fee the vilenefs of the great,
yet-hidden fecret fin of the whole warld, which .may
gc in part alfo in God’s déarefl {aints, viz. in their
hungry luflings and droply defires after the fveet of
the things of this world. You fhall have & man that

amends his lifé, reformy his courfe, forfakes bis owa

righteoulnefs, no man’s tongue can tell him, his own
conicience cannot bear witnefs againft him that he
lives in any unlawful courfe ;' and I believe it is fo,
and may be, and will be fo. Shall I tell you therefore

what hurts them ? They age inordinate luftings after !
Jawful things in themlelves, . and thefe they ferve,
Tit. iii, 3. Partly they grieve them, if they do not
fatisfy and ferve them; partly becaufe they pay them

with plealures and delights if they do. Hence  fer-

¢ ving lufls and pleafures” too; thefe, like tops of

mountains, are {een, now when foods of wickednels
begin to abate, thefe will continue while the life lafts.

I intend not to fhew you at large, but according to

1y text the vilenefs of them.

1. They eat out all defire after the Lord Jefos and
his fellowfhip, that he cannot long fer the Lord Jefus.
For a man can lay out no more than he has, now
when his defires are lavilhed and let out to other
things, how can he lay out any on Chrift? And thus
the Lord of glory comes to bear moft harrible con-
tempt, that he is not worth defiring in fuch a man’s
. bocks.

1
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books. Thus it was with them, Luke xiv. 18, « E~
“ very one refufed.” Why ? Becaufe of their oxen,
and wives, and farms, lawful things, but they lufted
100 much after thefe,, When a harlot feeks to fatisfy
her lufts, fhe cares not how far her hufband be off,
never defires his coming howe ; {o here: Many a one
complains he cannot defire the Lord Jefus, which I
confefs is in mercy to fome. ‘But where is the caufe
of it O they are running in aaother channel, and
fpent on other. things: What a heavy curfe is this?
Some mever think of death cnce in 2 moon, much lefs
long for Chrilt, defire not his fcllowfhip here, much
lefs there. And why ? Becaule of their lufts that eat
oot alk.’ :

2. Suppofe they do mot thus, but your heart is di-
vided, fo that ybu long for thefe things now, and pre-
ferve your longing for him again{t vou come to die;

_ yet thefe will make you lofe his fweet fellowthip. For

& man’s affettions are precious things, and it is a pity
any elfe fhould” have them, they are all little enough
for Chrift, and Chrift is worth defiring and longing
for; and - he ftands upon it, and will make them koow

‘that have him, that all is too little for him, and they

thail give him all before he gite himfelf to their com-
fort. - Hence deny bim thefe, and never think to have
bimfelf, and his fellowfhip, Pfal. 1xxiii. 25, 26. « It
* is good for me to draw nigh ;> How ? By defiring
not earth nor heaven, but kim. Hence he faith,
“ Thou deftroyeft all them that go s-whoring from -
¢ thee,”* ver. 27. .

3. Suppofe thou fhooldft have him at laft, yet he
will never delire thee, never take any delight in thee,
until that you come to get your affettions unloofed
kere, Pfal. xlv. 10, 11. Doth he not find a firange.
nefs between Chrift atd thy foul? Doft thou not hide
his face? Doth he not foon depart from thee, though
he appears fometimes-to thee ? Doth he not let thee lie
like a broom behind the door, and doth litile by thee,

cither
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either within or without ? and is there not 2 fad and
heavy thing? Why, fayeft thou, doth the Lord deat
.thus with me? O thy heart is yet after thy father’s
houfe, if thou did forget it, thea thou would “ take
¢ pleafure in thy beauty.” What pleafure can earth
give thee, when then the Lord takes no pleafure in
thee ?

Obje&. But may not a man defire thefe thmgs’ If
we may, how far?

Anf. 1. A man may lawfully defire them, provided
his defires are not fwallowed up in them, but run
through them to Chrift himfelf. For it is not luft-
properly to defire a creature, or any pleafure in it ; but
to defire it for itfelf, and for pleafure’s fake : Fornow &
man makes a god of it. Thus it was with the Ifraelites,
Exod. xvii. ¢ Give us water that we may drink;”
fo give me fleep that I may reft, give me clothes that
4 may be warm, give me an eftate that I may be
rich, &c. Now when a heart defires them, but his
dcﬁres end not there, but run through’them to Chrift,
that he flings down all comfarts, and faith, What is
this 1o fellowfhip with Chrift? Thus far a man may
defire and rejoice in them; and it is a fin to do other-
wile, Nehem. ix. 35. A man may be content to have
a {pring run through his ground to the fea, to be {wal-
Jowed up there, but to fwell, and rife and overflow his
ground and houfe, that is not fafe, he may be drowned
fo: So men come to be drowned in their luils, that
let them {well within doors.

Il. A man may defire them, if he doth not fpend
more defire upon them than they be worth. A man
may defire them for a good end as he thinks, but then
be lays out too much upen them. A man may {pend
too much in his inn, when he takes it up only asa
way to his home.

1. They are’ pert(hmg things, therefore let them
have perithing defires. ¢ The world pafleth away.”
"They are paflengers by us, that ftay to reft with us for
8 time, let them have paflengers welcome.

' 2. The
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2. They are not neceffary things, let them have -
therefore indiffercnt defires : 1 muft have Chrift, and
his Spirit, &c. not thefe,things : They are to be fought
not in the firft, but in the fecond place. Therefore
fay firt Cbrift, now let me have Chrift : Men fay now
thele things, then Chrilt. I fay now the Lord Jefus, °
whether ever you. bave them or no.

IIl. Now all fuperfluity of evil defires are to be
crucified, Gal. v. 24. ¢ They -that are in Chrift,
* have -crucified,” &c. Chrilt was not a dead, but firft

. a crucified Chrift before; fo no faint living, but he

hath fome fuperfluous defires, but though they live,
they do crucify them, fo ought you. There are two
things in crucilying,

1. There are extreme pain upon the crofs.

2. A looking for death: So then lufls are cruci.

1. When you tafle the bitternefs of your lufts, by
putting them on Chril’s crofs. O the wrongs they
hayve done. to the Son of God! And do this with vio-
lence, fay, you fhall to the crois, he that lotks to
Chrift with a frolic heart to kill his luﬁs, lhall never
fiud bim.

. 2. Now looking and longmg for theu‘ death byl

holding them there. Unlels the blood of Chrift flay
thefe, I will never have any death for them. For all
the reafon in the world will never kill a lult, o more
than all the reafon will perfwade the flomach not to
hunger. The belly hath no ears.

Thus you are to moderate your defires after thefe
things : Which I fpeak of,

Firft, Becaufe it is a waldemefs of fin, Pfal. cxvi.
14, 15.. Which it may be, you feel brings leannefs
on your foul. And, .

- Secondly, Becaufe it is the fin of profperity and
peace which God hath given us. which will grow up
and choke the word, that all ordinances and truths

- will ip time be fap}&s, favourlefs things unto us.

Thirdly,
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Tbirdly, Becaufe I have had ftrong fears lately
of fome unexpefted trials among us, and I fhould
be glad if it might not bs, if the freedom from
them might make us better, elfe I fay let them come.
But,

Fourtbly, Becaufe it is a rare thing among us to fee

fuch burning lamps as look and long for Chrift’s com-
ing, which when I confider, though there be other
caufes, yet one great one is this, O the heart is gone
away by violent lufts ‘afier thefe things here! Q
therefore take heed of them! And therefore conmfi-
der,
+ 1. You fhall have Chrift and his fellowthip, if in-
deed you long for him, Johniv. 10. That is his
love, you are not fo defirous, but he is a thoufand
times more. Thoa mayit delire thefe things, and if
God loves thee mifs of them. God will make thee
poor when thou wouldft be rich, bafe when thou wil
be honoured, and when yow would have honey, he
will give you ftings; and caufe you have to thank
the Lord too, that he will not give you your portion
here.

2. If thou haft them, and doft defire them, and God
gives them, and thou letteft Chrift go, thou hadft bet-
ter a thoufand times be without them: Pfal. lxxviii.
10, 3t.  * The meat was in their mouths, and
¢t the wrath of God came upon them.” If the Lord
gives thee Chrift, happy forever; if thefe things when
. thou doft fo defire them, O woe forever!

3. The fellow(hip of the Lord Jefus thou fhalt never
lofe. Death fhall not part thee from that, nothing
fhall. rob thee of that; but look after and long for .
thefe things, they fhall perith and die away. <« All
“ fleth is grafs, the word of the Lord,” and the Lord
himfelf much more * endureth forever.”

4. Why-doft thou defire thefe things? for fome fveet
- in them. Why is uot all that in the prefence of the
Lord Jefus, and enjoying him? ¢ It pleafeth the Father

: : that

.
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4 that in bim fhould all fulnefs dwell,” fo that thou
thalt drink as out of & pure fountain all that is there.
If there be any fweetne(s here, he gave it, it is much
more eminently in himfelf, Exod. xxiv, 11. ** They
% faw the God of Hrael, and eat and drank.” Had
they meat up with them? O no. But the fight of
him was meat and drink and all unto them. As
therefore you defire Chrift’s fellowthip, O long ne
' more after thefe things here! ,

Ufe 2. Hence fee death is not to be feared, but de.
fired of all faints. It was an odd fpeech of a Heathen,
¢It is ill to defire death, and worfe to fear it;” he
meant not becanfe of any good in it, but becaufle we
muft die : But death’ brings us into eternal fellowfhip .
with the Lord Jefus. It does faints more good thaa
all ordinances, all afliftions, (wherein we complain”
we can get no good) than all means. It brings us
into his fellowfhip, 1. Quickly, as Chrift was caught
up, fo the foul by Chrift to himfelf. 2. Immediately;
for the next thing we fhall fee is Chrift himfelf, our
hutband himfelf, and then fee -the kingdom, and thea
wonder at the Lord. 3. Everlaftingly, never to part
more. O fear it not therefore, Chrift has fweetened it
to you. :

SECT. V.

Ufe 3. HENCE fee a clear foundation and ground.
work of longing for fellowfhip with the Lord Jefus,
inhis ordinences here. This is that I fhall exhort to.
For,
1. Yon cannot, fhall not, muft not now go to him
' . in heaven, mor enjoy fellowthip with him, nor meet
him in the clouds, though you do lopg for that day;
but in his ordinances you may meet with him now.
Aud truly thofe -whom we love and long for, if we
Caaaot go to their houfe, or find them at home, we
are glad to meet with them abroad. As with thofe
who
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who ftand before princes, if we sannot be with them on
the throne, or at court, we will defire to be with them
in the country, nay on the dunghill. O the fpirit of
David ! Plalm xxvii. 4. * One thing have I defired,
¢ and that I will feek for,”” though I never have it.
What is that, David ? Is it to wear the crown in Jeru.
falem? Is it to have all thine enemies lick the duft of
thy feet? Is it to have thy name fpread, and thine
honour great through all the kingdems of the world?
No; but * that I may dwell in the courts of the
¢ Lord’s houfe all the days of my life,” and that fee-
ing I cannot, fhall not die prefently, and fo go to fee
his glory in heaven, therefore that I may fee his beau-
ty here, enjoy him here, and that not for fume years,
but all the days of my life.

2. Ought you not to long to tafte and pafs through
the forrows of death, that you may be with him?
And are Chrifl’s ordinances more bitter than death,
that you are loath to break through the difficulty of
tllem, that in them you may enjoy him? The truth
is fo, it is with many a man, that fuch is his ftrength
of his hidden contempt of Chrift, and his love to his
floth, that he had rather die than pray, and be dams-
ed eternally, than to follow the Lord in an ordinance
till he has found him gracioufly. How come God's
own people to lament this, if there were not this?

2. I remember a fweet fpeech of nne with God,
¢ That a Chriftian ought to prepare for a facrament
" ¢as he would prepare to die; for,’ faith he, * there
¢ is but this difference, when we die we go to Chrift,
¢in a facrament Chrilt comes tn us.” What he
faid of a facrament, I fay of every ordinance, in eve-
ry ordinance Chrift comes to us, when we die we go .
to him. Now ought yow to long when you are g
fent to be with him, and will you nut care for him,
nor long to fee him and enjoy him, when he comes
to you? And {o be worfe than poor naked Indians,
Chrift czmes not to them, ho dews fall dcwn on their

Gilboahs
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Gilboahs, no manna at their tent doors, and hence
they live without him, and defire him not; apd when

. be comes to you, 'do you fee no beauty in him, now

why you thould defire him ? Will you thus requite
him for his love, O foolifh children and unwife ?
4. Truly beloved, you can have but little evideace,

“you do defire the Lord Jefus’ company in heaven at

the laft day, that long not vehemently after him in
his ordinances now.- ** You have followed me in the
“ regeneration,” faith Chrift, Mat. xix. 28. therefore
“you thall fit with me upon thrones.”” If Chrill’s
prefence here, a little of himfelf be burdenfome, what

- will it be in heaven then? * Depart from me,” faith

Chrit; 1 was in prifon, and you vifited me not.”
Shall you depart for not vifiting an imprifoned, per-
fecuted, fick, forrowful Chrilt in midit of miferies,
and fhall not you depart for not vifiting a comforting

Chrift, a teaching Chrift, an intreating, embracing - |

Chrit in.the midlt of his ordipances. If the Lord
tries you with water, with a little of himfelf here, and
you care not for him, long not after him, and hence
let all leak out again, how fhall the Lord truft you
with wine? With full fruition of himfelf in heaven?
5.'O belaved have you ever found him in the or-

- dinances? If not, O the heavy wrath ¢f the Lord

Jefus upon thee: If you have; if ever he has comforted
thee when fad and forrowful, if ever quickened thee
when death and darknefs did lie upon thee, if ever he
did deliver thee when ditrefled, O then take heed of

defpifing him in his ordinances now, but long for him

again, ** That I may fee thee as I have feen thee,”
Plalm 1xiij. 2. Let them that -never found him deal
fo with him. Peter, when he faw Chrift’s glory on the
mount, ¢ Lord, (faith he,) it is good for us to be here.”
Has the Lord. ever transfigured himfelf before thee, fo

~ as-he has appeared in another manaer to thee in his
~ ordinances than ever thou faweft before? Then fay, fee-

ing
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ing Lord I cannot come to heaven to thee, it is good
beiag in the mount, in thy ordinances with thes, it is
good being here, 1 Pet. ii. 3, 3,4. I know brethren
_you have many employments in the world, and are
called away to them, and cannot ever be with the
Lord, yet let your longings be there, nay though caft
out of God’s fight, yet look to the temple; “this will

give you peace. . .

6. This if I may have leave to fpeak plainly, is the
great fin, one of them, of New-England. Men came
over hither for ordinances, and when they have them
neglect them; or if it be too horrible to live in a grofs
neglet of them, yet who maintains his fellowfhip with
Chrilt? Or longing after the fellowfhip of Chrift in
them? And therefore I fhall ftay a while on this
poiat. Men that are fick of confumptions have fome-
times a mighty ftomach after meat, and when it is
brought them, they are weary of the very finell of it,
and then fay, truly I had thought I could have eatsn
fo much; fo men loath ordinances, nay the cooks that
drefs, and the difh that brings, and the miniftry of
Chrift Jefus that provides the meat, becaufle confum-

" ing and pining away in their iniquities. I know many
ufe ordinances, but are they not indifferent whether
they find him therein or no? Now,

.1. When men had enough by them to live comfort-
ably upon, then Gud and his ordinances were defired
by them; but here men’s removing begetting want,
want of the creature joined with fear and diftruit of
God's. providence to provide for them and theirs,
either fink their hearts, that ordinances are not fweet,
no more than Mofes’ meffage to a people in anguifh,
or -meat to a wounded man; or elle makes them
hungry after the creature, and hence lavifhing ont their
defires, that they have none after the Lord himfelf.

2. When men are "perfecuted by enemies, driven
into corners, or to towns fix miles off ta find a facra-
ment, or hear a fermon, then the golpel of peace,

aod
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snd therd that broughs the glad-idimgs of peace, their
fest were beautiful, and then men thought if one
fabbath here was fo fweet, where ordinances are much
- corvupted, f forme of them be fo comfortable in the
il of esemies, Q how [weet ta enjoy them all
wmoog faiwts, among friends ? Aod fo I know they
bs 10 fome, and I hope to mere than I know ; but
- New:England’s peace and plenty of meanms breeds
 frauge fecurity ; and hemce prayer is negle€ted here
There are no enenries to hurt you in heaven, nor
~ sochains to make you cry ; hence the gofpel of Chrift
it e flighted. Wiy ? Here are no- four herbs to
. ke the Lamb: fweet. And if I get no good this
. kabbath, this fermon, this facrament, this prayer, I hope
! halt foroe other time, when my heartis better, and
my bufinels 33 over: Not confidesing that the days
of trouble may be near, or God’s final farewel may be
quickly takem. ~
! 3. It waw & fad fpeech of a brother lately, which
has okt affeCted me, that ¢ A man may pray out,
‘hear out all the grace of his heart :> Meaning this,
when God begins to work upon a man’s heart at firll,
ten prayer amd word is [weet, ftay a while tbz'
bear out their hearing, and pray out their praying :
® in praying, they pray not, and in hearing, they hear
. wot| Would te God there were mot a generation of
'} thefe mem among us, ‘that having been fo oft fermons
. trod and prayer-beaten, that now their hearts are har-
| d.ened, and being ufed to ordinances, and being fo long
| tidden under them, ¥ with they were not tired, and
} eded under thema before they come half way home,
' that they had rather lie and die in the high-way, than
- getup and with mighty groans and . invincible wreft
}:‘gﬁ of hears feek after, and fo find the Lord im
- tbem, . . ‘
@ . 4 There i3 no place in all the world, where there
, M fuch expeQation to find the Lord, as:herz, and
hence men blefé the _Lardeor our rifing-fun, when it

ig
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iz fetting every.where elfe : Here therefore they come
and find it not, hence not confidering the great ad’
1aft temptation of this place, whereby God tries his
Triends before he will truft them with more of himfelf
viz. deep and frequent defertions, they give in, and
therefore care not for, nor defire after thofe plaifters
which they feel heal them not, nor that food which
they find nouritheth them not. It is ftrange tofec
what a faith fome men have that can clofe with Chrif
as their end, and comfort themfelves there ; it is not
means ((ay they) but Chrift, not duties but Ciril,
and by this faith can comfort and quiet themfelves ia
‘the neglet and contempt of Chrift in means, as infak
lible a brand of Ged’s eternal reprobation of fuch 8
foul as any I know. So that this is New-England’
fin. Is not prayer neglefted, wanting place and
heart? If not in family, is it not in fecret, yet doth
it not die? Didft thou ever find thy fpirit fo ftrait-
ned? Where are the mrighty groans? What is be-
" come of meditation ? Doft thou not let fabbaths, fer-
mons pafs over, which fhall be preached over again
at the laft day, and find no Chrift, no Spirit in them;
. and thus lie famifhing, and yet not cry for brezd? If
it be not fo, I am glad,” God, angels, faints, and jli.
the world fhall call yop bleffed : If it be fo, I dare be.
bold to prophely ruin to this place and people, and
that you or your pofterity fhall either in woods, or in
the land, or in hands of your enemies in this place
Iament with tears the contempt of means; and you,
even difciples of Chrilt, * fhall defire to fee one of
¢ the days of thé Son of man; and fhall not fee them.”
Jer. viii. 13, 14.  *“ Let us go into firong holds,”
&c. I know there are many that do meet the Lord,
but are you not-apt to fall afleep agiin 2 O therefore
let me intreat you, if the Lord has efpoufed you to
himfelf, if yon have any longings after him in heaven,
fecing thofe defires cannot be fulfilled prefently, O
long to mest him here, and fo long to meet him, =
that
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that you may indeed meet with him and with more
and more of him. '

SECT. VL.
chﬁ.WHAT is it 80 meet Chrift, and to bave fels

lowfbip with bim in bi; ordinances?

Adnf. I have been oft afked this, and for the fake of
them that be weak, I fhall give you a tafte of it.

1. Therefore look as it is with a man that receives
any common mercy from God, from Chrift, if he
fees not the Lord Jelus really giving it, he enjoys it,
butnot Chrilt in it, though he get fome good out of
the thing: So let a man reccive more knowledge of
trutas and more truth be difcovered, more promifes
revealed, more affcCtions and life dropt into the heart,
which may do a man fome good, yert if he fees them
es feparated from Chrift, if he fees not the truth as it
isin Jefus, if-he fees not promifes fpoken from hea-
ven by Jefus, if he'looks not on all commands as part

© of the fecret of Jefus, if he receive affeitions, and by

them behold not the. Lord -Jefus, he doth not at that
time enjoy the Lord Jefus. For he now indeed en-
joys his gifts, but by thefe he doth not enjoy hims
And therefore then a mangmay be faid to have fel-
lowthip with Chrilt in an ordinance, when by all the
light and life and comfort there, he comes to fee him,
and fees them all in him, and feeing a tranfcendent
glory in him, fees and beholds a hidden glory in

them. This command is a fecret of Jefus, this pro-

nife the fweet voice of Jefus, thefe confolations the
comforts of Jefus, thefe meflengers the minifters of
Jefus, thefe ordinances the kingdom of Jefus. And
therefore Iook throughout all the fcriptures, you fhall

‘fee our fellowthip with Ckrift both in heaven and

here; it is expreft by *¢ feeing of the Lord,” John
Ivii. 24. Pfal. Ixiii. 2. and xxvii. 4. I have oft faid
o my friends, the great fin of Chriftians is to fee fcrip-

P2 tures,

° o
, .
.
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tures, ordinances, truths, commands, blows, kind-

mefles 3as not flowing from and abiding in the Lord

Jelus, to fee them feparate from Chrift, and not Chrift

and them together; and hence promifes comfort not,

becaufe you receive them not as fpokea by Jefus:

Commands awe not, becaale not as the voice of Jefus:

Every truth is not dear, becaufe you fee it not as the

Bridegroom®s voice. Parents that have had rude

children, have turned them ont of doors, they them-

felves have  fent them cloaths and oréney out of pity,

but themfelves have not been feen, that they might

feek for a fathers houfe at laft: So when God & an-

gry with fome of his people, he doth fend to them in

his providences and ordinances, becaufe e pities

them, but himfelf is not feen. Why? That at hft

. they might come home, and feck to fee his face again,
and fay, What geod does aM this do me, if I fee no

God? Y confefs he that receives gifts from aoother, -

ought to be thankful; bat a heart that loves and Jongs

after the Lord, will fay, here is blefing, meaas, truth,

warmth, but Lord when wilt thou come thyfef* O

Iabour for this ¥ : '

2. When a man feels the power of the Lord Jefus

in his ordinances; this is the fecond part of David®

defire, Pfal. Ixiii. 2, 3. * That I may fee™. not only

thy glory, but ¢«thy power;” for there is never 3

child of ‘God but feels a firong party within him a-

gainft Chrift, fo that he cannot feek Chrift, cleave to

Chrift, live ta Chrift; now you will find i fome or-

dinances your hearts fhaken and troubted for fin, and

fome defires and confolatioas flirred up, and bopes

" never to be as you have been: But, beloved, all dies
and falls down again: Now, I confefs there is fome-
what of Chrift in all this; but yet cantent not your-
Felves with this, becaufe you  want a power, or untl
you find a mighty power of Chrift by little and htle
fubduing fin; for when Chrift comes into the heart
indeed, he comes with his power, Pfal. xxziv. 7'i‘ &
. . ¢t The

2
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“The Lord. of Hofts, mighty in battle. His flelh is
“ meat indeed.” Col. i. 29. Chrift’s power works
in maa mightily. 1f you enjoy never fuch comfort,
but ind not a power in pulling dowa thy lufts, there
is@o Chrill. 1f 2 man be'fick, and he eats his meat,
and great care be had to tend him, but the dileafe is
fironger than the flrength of nature and foed ; afk him,
Do you eat? Yes, but it doth me no good; fo herc:
Such comfort, fuch a Chrilt doth you noe good, unlefs
you feel 8 power. O long to weet Chrill, and enjoy
Chrift thus!

Queft. How fBall I do sbis ?
. 4nf. 1. Moarn bitterly for the Lord’s abfencc.
for one of the greateft evils that caa betal thee. For
Chrift’s prefence will aever be fweet to bim that can
live without hxm, and can you look for him then?
Jobn xvi. 22. "¢ You have now forrow,” which he¢
faid, filled their hearts, but I will fee you agam i?
vaﬁt you, come down to you by my Spirit again, and
- you fhall rqoaoe, and noae fhall wake it away : And

therefore it is noted, the firft that had comfort was
Mary, when fhe fat at the fepulcher weeping, John
&x. 11, &c. ' And therefore do but obferve your own
* bearts, whea your hearts hdve .been foaked in grief,
" for want of, or for the ablence of Chrift, O I have
" lived without him, and prayed without him, and heard
without him, and fpoke without him, him that hath

piied me, {pared me, overcome me, laid down his

life, feat his Spirit to me! that then you fhall more
or lefs fee the Lord, and feel the power and prefence
of the Lord. O beloved, thall not heavea be {weet to
. you without him, and fhall earth be fweeter than hea.
"ven, that you can live here without him ? Beloved,
whatever you account of it now, in hell the fling of
all forrows fhall be this. O Chrift hides his face!
Oge frown fhall be more bitter than death, than a
thoufand deaths, and fhall it be fo in hell, and thall
0ot many frowns, mamy days be-more bitter than
. P3 death ?
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death? Shall it be fo to devils, and not to faints?
Shall the hiding of Chrif’s face from enemies be
heavy, and fhall not his friends take it to heart? If
you do not, then think not to meet him, but that
word and prayer fhall be dead drink to thee; but if
you do, I tell thee, if he manifefts himfclf to any, he
will reveal himfelf to thee.

2. Priz2 and love his prefence, his face, the lifting
up of the light of his countenance. Princes will not
come, or if they do, not ftay, or if they perceive their
company is a burden, and is not elteemed; no more
will the Lord Jefus. They that are fallen in love to-
gether will find out each other, theugh it be at mid-. |
night; prize Chrift’s company, and you will not
complain for want of time, and fay you cannot, but -
you will find him out in word, in prayers, though o-
thers be faft afleep, Matth. xiii. 44. When the man
¢ fells alL””> now he * buys the field,”” has it, and
enjoys it. You would have the Lord’s company and
fellowthip, 1 believe you; but what will you give for
it? I will tell you. It may be you will give him the
hearing for it, and give him a few good wilhes, and
a few good words, and a little leifure. But will you
turn the whole world behind your back, and what-

_ever you have out of doors, that he may come in:
That now it is not honour, nor wealth, nor life, not
eale nor heaven, but him, and that not only in hea-
ven but in his fwadling-clouts, his ordinances here,
believe it falvation is at your doors. Zaccheus being
a low man of ftature, gets out of the crowd, flands in
the way, and the Lord bids him come down. Dd
thus when you come to any ordinance, 1 tell you, it
js better than an hoft of angels compafling thee about
with praifes. O that you had the life of experience!
Haft thou not found him better than friends, than
means, than thyfelf? O that you would believe expe-
rience!

.3- Make it not your tafk but your trade to feck for

‘ him,
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iim, that'you may enjoy him here. Make this your
bufinefs. . Men myake it not their main bufinefs to feek
out Chrift, but only fome work they muft diflpatch
by the by. They make it not' their trade bat their
talk which mujt be done. Efau would have the blef-
fing, but it is his hunting that he delights in. You
thall have a man that is a clofe worldling, come and
hear,” and joy therein, but his trade, his heart is afier
. that, Ezek. xxxiil. 31. Look but on a Chriftian at his
firlt converfion, what great gains gets he then? O it
is bis trade to follow the Lord, afterward he is idle,
and then feels little, Mat. xiii. 46. ' Like a merchant,
_ he ventures all, and then finds: Now you fhall find
. him, Heb., xi. 6. *¢ He is the rewarder, not of them
“that feek him” fluggiihly, but ¢ diligently.” What
do you elfe feek for? ¢ Why fpend you your money
" “ for that which is not bread?” Or it there be ought
elle that is neceffary, let thy care be for him, and bhis
care fhall be for thee.
- 4 Look before thou comelft to an ordinance, if there
be no luft, no ftumbling block of iniquity that thou
harboureft in thy heart, or fuffereft to remain in the
fight of God, Ifa. lix. 1, 2. I have known in'expe-
Tience, and feen it in [cripture, of God’s people, and
others have taken on, that -God hides his face, &c.
And this has been found to be the caufe, either fome
fin not yet fubdued or mortified, ar fome fin that they
have not gone for pardon of 1o the blood of Chrift, .
* and fo unpardoned.  When both thefe have been re-
moved, the Lord has appeared, Exod. xxiv. 10. After
the covenant made by blood, ¢ they faw the God of
“Iirael,” Ezek. xiv. 3. * Snould I be enquired of by
"‘“them that fet the finmbling-block of their iniqui-
 “ties?” &c. Come therefore to an ordinance that
the Lord would take away thy fin, do not coe to it
that you may be comforted in your fin, fo :hat
though there be fin in your heart, yet the Lord will
- u0t caft that in thy dith, when thou comelt to Lim to
) P4 ' . . take
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take it away. It may be you know nome. ¢ You
" ¢ know not what fpirit yon are of et the Lond
to difcover it thee.

5. O be thankfal, and cleave the clofer ro -Chrift
for a little: For that is the infinite mercy and love of
Chrift to his people, he lets them fee their end, the
height of grace and glory the Lord will bring them to,
but mekes them feel the want of it, and tafte bata
. litde, but the firkfruits. Now chere is Satan’s poli-
cy to make them flight what they have, becaufe they
have not wirat they wounld have. Hence Chrift eftran-
ges himlelf greatly: Do you thus defpife my love?
O therefore cleave clofe 10 him for that liette, and
then fee, Joim i. 50. « Thou #alt fee greater things
¢ than thele, the Son of God, and angels afcendiag
¢ and defcending on him.*  Thimk that { feel or have
the fenfe of any want of grace, and peace, and mercy, |
and Chrift, O it is mercy? That § have the far, O
this is mercy, this brought them to Chrift himfelf of-
terward. ‘O unthankfulnefs flops God’s heart? God
will never ceafe pourmg out on thee, that art pourieg
out praifes onhim ; for ¢lfe man’s kindnefs fhould ex-

. ceed the Lord’s.

Thus you fee the means, now ufe them, ard long
for the Lord Jefus in them, and fo tong as that you
may meet him ; and do it prefently, elfe you may {eck
and got find him, and “ die in your fias,”” John vit.
21. A fad and heavy fpeech. Has God fingied yon
out of all people in the wordd to enjoy him, and wifl
you now forfake him, aad be eaten up with your lsts,
and buried in the bellies of your beafts, or fic grier-
ing that your eftate are fank! It may ‘e hypocrites
will forfake the Lord Jefus, but 4 Will you alfo de-
part?’ Others care not for him, others long not
after him, pthers give him no meeting; will yeu de-
part? « Lord, to whom thall we go? O 2nd leng
for more of him, “ forget what is behind,” and hear,
and pray -as if thon never didit fo before, as if but

now
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v to begin. ‘There is a plot 2.foct to make you
feath-ordinences, that fo Gud may loath you: Mea '
that are fick, and like to die, can eat no common
wholefome weat, but are sow mourifhed by con-
ferves, and alchermies, aad fpirits of gold : fo when
arhotefome truths of God are defpifed, men are desd-
Yy ik, when any aew.feoglad devioe dhall feed their
fancy. The Lerd keep ydu from it. O do you love
and long for the Lord in them the swere, for his Spi-
v, his love, his truth, bis Chrift, his company, his
grace, his confolations, and then when death comes,
you (hall not need to fear it, but make it welcome;
eed when oonalcience fhadl afk, dv you thisk to be
with the Lord ? O it fhail be in tby bofom! Lord,
thee hawe 1 longed for, thee have 1 fought for, wept
for here, becrnfe I cvuld mot come to thee prefenty
 heavea. Now, Lord, let me come to thee, 2nd f»

g0 trivmphing o glory.

ST CT. VIL

Ue 7. HENCE we fee mo Cariflian onglt ¢
contemt bimlelf with any meafure of keowledge or
Aellowthip with the Lord Jefus here, Far if full, perfe
and immediate fellowihip with_him in heavea amd at
the 1aft 4ay ought to be the mark he aims at, 3ad jour.
pey’s.end of all his defires, then he is not to fit dewn
fn the mid-way, but to breathe and afpire after Rill
mere and wsre of him. Thps Paul, though fully
feeled with the Spirit, yet he makes this his mark,
Pl Wk 1¢, 15, 16. 1 Pet i 30, 11,12,13. The
apoftle tells them, the prophets looked after ¢ the
“ grace given in* their times, ¢ therefore gird up
“ your loine, esd hope patiently for_grace 1o be

" giwen you gt the revelation of Chrift ];fus.” Men

that have preferment in their eye; and ane to come on
by degrees to it, mever content themiclves with any
(though- they will not flight what they bave) satil they

come
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come to their higheft: You are born to great hopes,
flight not what you have, but look after more, 2 Pet.
iii. 18.

Hence three forts are to be greatly blamed. For
as it is with finful lufts, fo it is with fpiritual, they
are endlefs, infinite, and unfatiable; if they want,
they are not fatisfied ? if they have, they are whet on
in their appetites after more. O let it be fo here !

1. Some there be that are. fo far from thirfting af-
ter more of him, that they have forfaken his fellow-
thip, and lie {till content it thould be fo. Time was,
horror was upon their coniciences, trouble. in their
minds, and heat of affc&ion lalted, that their prayers
were many, - their ‘tears abundant, they could mot
take their reft in the night, but pray-they mulil, they
could not hear of a fermon, but through wet and
dry to it! and it may be the Lord ** drew them with
" st the cords of a man,” and ladd meat before them,
and fweetned their labours with great hopes to them;
but the Father not having drawn them with an iovia-
cible power, and knit them by an indifloluble union
¢o Chrift, they are now failen' off from Chrift, John
vi. 66. And if you obferve it, he looks not after
them, fpeaks not one word to them, becaufe content
to be without him. Would to God this were not
the tempers of faints that' know it was better with
you once than now, and God * hedgeth your way
‘“ with thorns,” and gives you no reft. But O the
grievous wrecks of profeflors! One can fee fome
boards and planks at low water, but that is all, Jer.
ii. 13, 14. The Lord will fetch you home, if he loves
you, by weeping-crofs.

2. Some there are that fall not to forfake the
-Lord, but like the door on the hinge, and wheel on
the 'pin, hang and turn abont where they did. Thus
God’s own people are very apt to do, and hence the
apoftle witheth them to take heed of it, from a dread.
ful argument, Heb. vi. 4, 5, 6, 7.

Firfs,
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Firft, Becaufe the Lord at firft convérfion draws
his people fweetly, drives them gently; being weak
and young infants, as yet keeps them in his arms, that
they may find a greater good in him than in the world ; ;
but afterward lie fuffers Satan to tump‘, himfelf deferts

them, leads through a wildernefs of fins and miferies,

——— = e e v e

that they may know what is in their own hearts..
Hence now if they will have mercy, they moft fetch
it, fight for it, and overcome ; now hence floth is apt to
prevall for a time, as with the difciples.

Secondly, Becaufe before they have Chrift, they feel
atotal want, afterward but a partial, and hence apt
to be full and felf-confident in what they have, their
flomachs are ftaid by fome bits, and hence the Lord
i¢ fain to withdraw the feeling of all that which they
had before, that they feeling how foon thefe vanifh,
might hunger after more : as the difciples'could have
been content with Chril’s being upon earth with
them, then faith he; * The Spirit will not come,”
hence away he goes, that they might have more of
him in the Spirit. But this is too common with many
hypocrites.

1. When men ferve their turn of Chnﬂ There
is never a hypocrite liveth but clofeth with Chrift for
his owh ends ; for he cannot work beyond his pyin- -
ciple. Now when men have ferved their own turns
out of another man, away they g», and keep that
which they have. An hypocrite clofeth with Chrift
as a3 man with a rich thop; he will not be at coft to
buy all the fhop, but fu’ much as ferves his tarn.
Commonly men in horror feek for f5 much of Chrift
as will eafe them, and hence profefs and hence feek
for fo much-of Chrift as will credit them, and hence
théir defires after Chrift are fuon fatlsﬁeJ Appetitus
finis eft infinitus. :

2. No hypocrite though he clofeth with Chrift, and
for a time grow up in knowledge of, and communion

"with Chnﬁ but he hath at that time hidden lufts,

' - aﬂd
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-$horas that overgrow his growings, and cheak-all

at Jaft; and in conclufion meditates a league betweea
Chrift and his lufls, and feeks to reconcile them to.
gether : Chbrilk faith, Out with every luft, and et
more of myfelf come; no, faith fin, let me ftay here,
reptember what eafe, what  honour 1 bring you, |
caanot leave you: Now a2 man moderates, 1 witl keep
my luft becanle I love it, but I will keep it as my
burden, that I may have Chrift with it. Chrilt calls
to feck for more of him; luft faith no, the wark is hard,
and duties are difficult. And it is, it may be, tone
purpole to feek, you have other irons in the !ire, many
worldly bufinefles: Now bere men moderate ; do not

~ fay thou wilt feck po more after him, nor indeed ufe

sacans diligentdy for more of him; be fure only you
give him fome defires ¢o be better, and this will ferve
the turn. ®The Lord Jelus woos maay a foul whem
be never matches himjelf unto; one comes and wins
the heart afterward, and makes the match; fo here:
The.lufts of a man’s beart grow fweeter than Chrif
sud his ordinances, and bence dhere is no heart to

feek after more of Chrift, when the match is once

made with the world, and affeftions won,- a2 Tim.

‘v’ '-Oo
. Some feek for more of Chrilt, but it is of as
dol-chnﬁ not as manifefting himfelf in end by 3
word : for lock, as any alt of obedience is. an a& of
will-worfhip and imagery, that we have not a parti-
cular demand for, or is not direitly deduted from
rule in the word; fo that a® of faith iz an a& of will-
wordhip, which fees and chules Chrifl as his own,
when be has not a particular promile for it ; it is a8
imagination of Chrift, not Chrift; and you have
more of your own imagination, not more of the Lord
Jefus, 1 Pet. i. 25. Monks had fublime contempls-
tians of God; Lutber calls them fuch as looked upon
& Deus & Chrifsur abfolusus—mnot beholding the beams
of his Jove and glory .in the ward. O therefore is-
bour
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bour for more of fuch a Chrift, as the word holds

forth. And Yook as in heaven,

Firft, They are all one with him ir felfowfhip, the
Father in him, and he in them, and they ia him, and
fo made perfe&t in ene. . ‘

Secondly, They have his fellowthip only: H do

~ you long for more of his feltowfhip, fo as to be thade
© more one with him, and him with you, fo as he may
. be your ftrength, and life, and peace, and for hrs
* fellow fhip only ; otherwife you niay go wirthout him
i at laft, Loke xiii. 26, 27. ¢ Have we not eat and
. % drank io thy prefénce,” &c. The Jews before
+ Chrift™s coming had Chrift’s prefence them, bat a
' greater mealure of it is given to the church fince As

e e Y e e

_ e e e —
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refurre@ion and glorification; for it was referved to
konour Clrrift i his firft coming. But how many
are there that fee not the Lord Jefus fo 4s they did
wnder vails ? either get mrore, or fay Chrift is not
tifen, John xiv. 16. Chrift promifes to fend his difci.
ples another comforter : who was that? the Spirit of
troth whom the world could. not receive, becaufe it
knew him not: Why, had the difciples no Spirit mow?
yes, be was in them, but mot that falt meafare, with
which they were not as yet fealed, yet they kmew
they had hiar, and that Chrift was theirs too. So
haft (thou the Spirit of the Lord Jefus? O beg for
more of it, not for miraculous gifts, for that is in
vain, but more of the fpecial powerful prefence and
fuluefs of it; for it is that the world cannot receive.
Fhave oft feared that it is the great frmr of this haf} age,
to comfort.and fettte Chriftians in their weak begin-
nings, as though there werc no more of God’s Spirit
:‘ be poured down in times of the gufpel. But con-
er, '

Firft, What came -you into this wildernefs to fee ?
Reeds flaken with the wind? No, for more of the
Yord Jefus; and will yor now forget the end for
which you come? k may be you never found lefs, o

: : but
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but Ged is emptying of you that you might feek for
more. Herod a long time defired o fec Jefus, and
shen defpifed him.
c0ndly, You have here more means to have fel-
lowthip with the Lord, and will you coatent yourfl
with what you have had. If you do, what can you
look for; but that the Lord fhould take away ordinan
‘ces, if they do you no more good, and eale you of the
burden of the Lord of Holts; or fend fore and he
vy trials: It is that I have oft thought of, why a
the wicked exalted, and faints debafed ? the worft
not bad enough to reccive tfzir plagues, mor the
beft gool caou"h to partake of bleflings. You
have bad fome means, to do you fome good, here |
you have more, that you may receive more good, !
more life, more of Chrift | setus; if not, then look
for fire to pyrge you if you be gold, or flames to de-
vour you it you be but rottennefs and ftubble. But
is this thus? the Jews did long for Chrift, and when
he came they crucified him, they loved the prophets,
they fhall have prophets and their blood too, to flay
them; you love the meflengers of Chrift, &ec. they
have them Lord, but defpile them, they have them,
but condemn them, they have them, and though they
will not caft them out of their places, yet they will
fo weary their {pirits, and grieve thy Spirit in them,
that they will make them glad to bury themfelves, and
leave their places. You fhall have prophets and their
blood too, and their tears and forrows too. But why
do I complain? Let me perfuade: O labour for
more of Chrift in his fervants, ins his ordinances, in
his providences, in his faints, until at laft thy defires
break thy v.lcl, and carry thee up to behold the
Lord in heaven. If there were never favmg work of
grace wrought, but thou haft only refled in duties
without Chrift, now fell thylelf out of all for him.
If there be any that the Lord has fettled there on -his
promife which never can be thaken, hold your fled-"
. . fallnefs,
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faflnefs, but yet. flill grow in grace, and in the know-
ledge of the Lord Jefus.

SECT. VIIL

Ufe 5. Of Exbors. OH long to be with the Lord
Jefus. Before a man bas Chrift, now his defires
thould be to have him; when he has Chrift, now. his
longiog fhould be to be with him. Do thus in this
. place, efpecially in this age. I have oft thought one
great end of God’s bringing his own people into this
place, is to learn them to die, and be with Chrift.
Men bave heard of Chrift, and pafled through the
waves of death, and ftood many a week within fix
inches of death to fee Chrift here; well, whea you
come here, God vifits you with troubles, temptations,
. lofles, defertions, fears for future times; here it m
be you fee (as fome fee) an “ end of all perfe@tion,”
church-builders, church-ordinances, church-profeflors,
&c. or if they find the Lord, it is foon gone; why all
is that you might long to be at home. -

Motive 1. The Lord when he called Abraham out
of his own country to his friends, he followed the
Lord he knew not whither.- You live now out of
your fither’s houfe and from all your friends that long
to fee you, nay are left among enemies, and you
knew whither you are to go, * to God the judge of
“all, and to an innumerable company of angels, and
“ to the fpirits of juft men made perfect.”

Motive 2. Look but upon the men of this world,
they long for things here, though but temporal;. tho’
they have nio Chrift. O long far this though thou haft
no world. S ,

Motive 3. 'When Chrift would needs go to Jerufa-
lem, Johu xi. 16. faith Thomas, ‘¢ Let us go and die
* with him,” and fhall not we go to live with him?-

Motive 4. Did Mofes forfake Egypt’s honours, trea.
fures, and embraced the reproach of Chrilt as far bet-

‘ ter?
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ter? O if God fhould fet thee wp in & throse, O
depart from it to enjoy the glory of Chrilt himfelf
in glory!

Moiive 5. Gramt death be dreadful, yet when ful-
diers fee their captain upon the walls among the ene-
miies, they wilt prefs hard after 10 follew, though they
die in the breach. TFo part with fin is biter, or w0
part with Chrilt; but to part with the body fora
time, and cafl off the clothes, this will be faund to be
exceeding {weet.

Msiive 6. Friends that fend to us, and provide for
us in a defart place, we long to fee them. Now who
has clothed thee, comferted, pardoned, revived, fousd
thee, kept thee that nothing hath hurt thee ? nay that
thy fins.have humbled thee, and done thee gmd 0
it is Chrift ! Wilt thou not fay, who and whccc is he
that doth all this ?

Motive 7. O confider how glad the Lord Jefos will
be of thee, thougle the world and thows art wesry of
vhyfel, Zeph. i 17. Luke x. 25, I thaak thee, O
Father :» {o wilt the Lord fay then.

Means 1. Labour for affurance that ChriRk is thine,
elle you will fear death and hell that follows », and
fuch an afflurance as does not only chafe away vexa-
tion and angaifh of fpiris, ‘but fears. at leaft’ in the
power of them: for there is many a Chriflian cas fisd
the propefitien true in the word, “ He that comea to
" Cbnﬁ he will met caft away;* the Spirit clears
God’s work, and his own experience, and faith,
* Thou cemeflt unto Chrift ;» now whea he comes
to make the conclufion, though he dares not fin a-
gainfd clear light and evidence of the Spirit, and con.
clude, * Yet I thall be a calt-away:” yet he dares get,
nor cannot for a time conclude fully ; why ? beeaufe
of fome fears, what if I fhould be miftaken, and when
1 die, all prove maught ? and while this fear IaRs you
will not long (till needs muft) t» be with Chrift; for
while you fear or falpet Chrift as ad enemy, yox;

. wil
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will not heartily love him, nor long to be with him:
therefore get thefe fears removed. ,

Quelt. How may sbis be? '

4nf. Rom. viii. 15, 16. By the Spirit of adoption
only; for though I do not exclude the work of fanc-
tificd reafon from the witnefs of the Spirit, yet this I
fay, that all the men in the world, nor sall the wifdom
and reafon of man can never chafe away all fears,
fcatter all mifis, till the Spirititfelf faith, Peace and be
fiill, and putsits hand and feal to the evidence; till
the Spirit, not by an audible but powerful voice, thews

. tod perfwades, A&s. xii. 13, 14, 15, 16. They had

- been praying for Peter, Peter knocks, the damfel

faith, Peter is their; now fee their unbelief after -
fuch 2 wighty Spirit of prayer, ¢ It is his angel,” fay
they, and could not be perfwaded till he came in and
thewed himfell. So the foul is praying, a man’s owa
fpirit goss out and fees there is more unbelief and
fear, {ay no, itis a delufion: Well the Spirit flill
koocks, and the foul opens, and then he comes
in, and the foul is aftonifhed. And that you may

| have it, ,

1. See there be no guilt upon thy confcience, no
refervatipn, love, liking to fome luft, Heb. x. 22.
For thefe fears are commonly the fruit of guilt
which is not wathed away, but ¢ by the blood of
“ fprinkling.” ) :

2. Pray for the Spirit, Plalm Ixxxv. 4—9. fay
they, 1. ¢ Turn us from,fin. 2. Turn from thy -

* “wrath :>* whea the Father is angry, then no good

word. 3. The end, “ that Gur hearts may rejoice
“inthee. 4. Shew us mercy.” 5. Then they come
to liften after it; for many times a frieod fpeaks not

" becaufe he has us not alone.

3. Mourn heavily for. want of it, Pfal. ]i. 8. and fo
look for it in & word. .

Mean; 2. Labour to partake of the fellowihip of

' ‘ Chrift’s
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Chrift’s refurreion, elfe no defires can be ratfed up,
Col. iii. 1, 2. ) v

Queft. What is that? ,

Anf. Look, as we then have fellowfhip with Chril,
and with the church in mifer.es, when we from the
ferious apprehenfion of their forrows, condole and fuf:
fer with them, fo with Chrift in glory, when from
ferious deep apprehenfions of his glory, we reign with
him, we are rifen with him; for let a man be affur-
ed Chrift is not his, if he "knows not what the worth
and glory of his fellowfhip is, a man will then never
long to be with him: O therefore labour to compre-,
hend this glory of the Lord Jefus, and that by the fpi.’
rit of revelaiion, Eph. i. 17, 18. The word reveals
the glory of faints, that there is a kingdom, ‘that they
fhall be * perfet in one,”” that they fhall have that:
glory the Yather has given to Chrift, John xvii. 22.:
O get the Spirit to fhew thee the thing what this'
is; elfe fomething in the world will make you look'
back. There are falfe fpies that vilify God’s kingdom
to his faints, O fay it is a good God, and country,
and Chrift, and mercy, and love; * let me go up and
« poflefs it.”” O get the Lord to give thee but one
glimpfe of this.

Thus much of the firlt verfe.

CHAP. XII. SECT. L

Shewing that there are Hypocrites in the beft and pureft
Cburcbhes. ‘

Ver. 2. And five of sbem were wife, and five were foollfb.

ROM this fecond verfe to the fifth there is-fet
down the difference appearing between the vir-

gins, wherein the Lord, the fearcher of hearts, makes
an open difcovery of the particular eftates of thefe vir-
: gins
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. gins, for all the belt churches efpecially to take notice
" of, to the fecond coming of the Lord Jefus. This
difference is fet down,

1. Generally, in this 2d vetfe.

3. Particularly, in the 3d and fourth verfes.

I. Generally in this verfe.

1. That fome of them were fincere and wile-Learts
ed, to the number of five.

2. Others of them were foolifh and falfe-hearted, to
the number of five more. So that the fum is this, one
- half of them were indeed virgins, another half were

in appearance virgins; the one part were virgins in

the fight of God, who faith they are wife; the other
were {o 'in the judgment of man, and hence called
foolith ones. In this general defcription therefore of
' tiem, we may note,

Firft, Their defcription, from the number of each
fort, viz. five.

_ Secondly, From their different qualities or qualifica-

tions, holy wifdom or prudence in the one, finful fol-
ly in the other. He does rot fay five were holy and
five profane ; five were friends to the Bridegroom,
five were perfecutors of him, but, “ Five were wife,
“and five were foolith.” Why, the virgins are des
feribed by the number of ten, I {pake before, either bes
cau'e it was a perfe& number, and {o fignifies the eflate
of all virgin-churches; or becaufe it was the cuftom not
10 exceed the number of ten, to honour them at their,
marriage. Now why five of them were wile, and five -
fwlith, as though the one half of them only were fin-
cere, the other falfe, this feems to-carry the face of
truth; but I am fearful to'rack and torment parables,
wherein I chiefly lock unto the fcope, and that is this,
That not one or two but a great part of them were fin-
cere, and a great part of them falfe. And hence the
oblervations out of thefe words are thefe, omitting
all the reft. -

- Obfeww. 1. That when the churches of Chrift Jefus

Q2 prove
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prove virgin churches: and are molt pure, yet even
then there will be fome fecret hypocrites that thatl
mingle themfelves with them. Or, there will bes
number of hypocrites, mingling themfelves with the
purelt churches.

" Ojferv. 2. That when the churches are virgio-
churches, the hypocrites in thofe times will be evan-
gelical. Or, The fecret hypocrites ‘of pure churches
" are evangelical.

Oébferv. 3. That there are certain fpecial, faving
qualifications of heart, whereby arifes a great internal
- difference between fincere-hearted virgins and the
elolelt hypocrite. o .

Obferv. 4. That the‘fpring or one main principle of
evangelical fincerity or. hypocrify, lies in the under-
ftanding or mind of man.

SEGT. IL

Obferv., 1. THAT there is and will be a mixtore
of clofe hypocrites with the wife-hearted virgins in the
pureft churches.

This T might manifeft out of feveral feriptures,
from feveral times. Look but upon Jofias’s- time,
where there was as great a reformation as under any
king before him, 2 Kings xxiii. 25.  Yet Jer. iii. 10.
and iv. 3, 4. Look on the apoltle’s time, and what e-
poftacy afterward. The apoftle complained of it,
“ Every one feek their own,” Phil. ii. 21. ¢« Many
“ walk,” &c. Phil. iii. 18, 19. Whom he could ot
think on *¢ without tears.” The myftery of iniquity
began to work even then.® Chrift manifefls this by
divers parables, Mat. xxii. 14. ¢ Many are called,”
and fo called as to come in, and fo fit and not to be
" known, till the Lord looks on.them. And here the
wife-hearted could not difcern and keep out, bat o-
pened the door for the five foolith. - Look as itis faid,
Jobi. 6. * There was a day the fons of God pre-

“fented
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¢ fented themfelves before the Lord, &nd Satan came
“in alfo;” fo here. I fhall not, do not fpeak of e-
very particalar church, but of the {tate of the church-
es in general. Kor it is poflible there may be a Phila-
delphia, *“ a new Jerufalem which comes down from
¢ heaven,” a *¢ golden foundation,” and for a time
“ no hay nor ftubble built upon it:” But thisis rare,
and not ufual nor general. ' '

SECT. HL

. Reagfon 1. FROM Satan, tire ancient enemy of the_
purity of the church; he being an unclean creature
bimfelf, if he could he would make heaven itfelf un-
clean; but that is beyond his reach; hence Le feeks
to make heaven on earth unclean; hence he will get .
into paradife, and if he cannot come in the fhape of
2 man, yet in that of a ferpent to beguile and pollute
innocency there: He will follow Chrift into the wil-
dernefs, and tempt him there, and hence will feek to
get into churches, to pollute them. And if he can-
not pollute the church by unclean ordinances, he will
then fegk to defile it by unclean perfons, Matth. xiii.
25. The tares be in Judea like the wheat, yet indeed
aonoy the wheat. And how come they there? They
are fown there, 7. e. hid for a time, and mingled, and,
die there foo: Who does this? Why the enemy
didit, fo that Satan will do it. If there be a devil in -
the church, . he will fow his tares.
Object.” But we {ze him not. i
Axf. " No, it is therefore faid ¢ he went away,” his
care is over, now they are fown. Look as it is the
Jefuits policy at this day, the end of their oxder is to
raife up the collapfed ruins of Rome, and to bring all
Chrifiendom (and if.it be poffible all the world) to
the hellifh bondage and blind obedience of the See of
Rome. Hence fome kingdoms, bLecaufe they cannot
conquer them by power, they feek to do it by craft;
Co Q3 . hence

/
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hence they feek to lay their leaven, and make their
party within, from whom they may have intelligence,
and hence they fhall do well enough with them: So
Satan feeking the ruin of the church, feeks to make
his party within the church, for one of thefe three ends
chiefly.

1. Either that he may divide the church, that
when auy error fhall be hatched, he may have his
poarty to maintain it, and his faltion to plead for it.

T,

2. That he may corrupt it, if he cannot dwude it,
that the tares may fuck out the heart and life and pow-
‘er of godlme(s in the hearts of the ele&; for you
know it is not the briar but the ivy that fucks out the
life and fap of the tree, and it is not prophane prick-
ing perfecutors, but feeming, {riends to the church,
that fuck out the heart and life of it. It was not Je-
roboam’s greanefs, but the old prophet’s gravity and
feeming piety that fucked out the fpirit and fap of the
young prophet, 1 Kings xiii. That fo hy this litle
leaven he may defile the whole lump, and fo proveke
wrath againlt them all.

3. If he cannot do either, yet that he may blur and
ftain the glory of the church: For the greateft glory
in the world is to fee a temple built, not of flones, or
gold, or pearl, but of living precious faints, holy to the
Lord only and his Son, aud the fizht of which in hea.
ven fhall be one part of the glory in heaven. Ilence
Satan will do'what he can to blur it; that though tie
greatelt glory God has, fhines in his church, yet that
‘e may blur it: And hence Jude fuith, “ Some that
s crept in unawares, were fpots in their fealts.” And
2 Pet. ii. 2. ‘¢ By reafon of whom the way of truth
¢ fhall be evil fpoken of.””

Reafon 2. From the oflicers chiefly of a church,
who when they fhould be full of eyes, as they are de-
fcribed, ‘Rev. iv.  And thefe eyes fhould be ever
watching, they arc then ﬂ\.cmng, Marth. xiii. 25. For

it
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itis not the having, fo much as the a&ing of grace
that helps men to read and underifland the book of
the fcriptures, and the book of men’s hearts and lives,

.2 Pet. i. 9. Hence in afli@ion and temptation we
9 P

know the Lord, and his mind, and our own hearts,
and the world beft: When Jonathan eats the honey,
* his eyes are open.” Now fometimes the watchmen
are not alting, or watching, bat fleeping, and hence
thofe are taken for wheat, that indeed are but tares.

The book has a fair fuperfcription or froutifpiece, and
* they fo fleepy they do not read it through, and fo ei-

ther fee no fault at all, or if any, they be but errata
in the printing, and weaknefles to be borngyith, or
if they da, yet the man is commended, and has a name
to live when indeed he is dead, and fo this ferves the

‘_ turn, and though he comes in, yet they fhall do well
~ enough with him, though indeed they herein have but

a wolf by the ears.

Reafon 2. ‘In regard of hypocrites themfelves, who
muft be like themfelves, ever to alt for their. own ends;
for they ever have an evil eye; now it makes for their
¢nds, to join themfelves to the pureft churches of the

. Lord Jefus.

1. Sometimes it makes for their honour: Hence
you know the church of Sardis loft her power of life,
for that is a burden; yet kept their name.to live, for
that is an honour. For if men live cut of church fel-
lowfhip, that is a great thame, and now they have lit-
e love from -faints; indeed the wicked may honour
them, but what js that to the honour of the whole
church? Who would think Saul thould have cared
for Samuel, that dealt fo plainly and fharply with
him? Vet, ¢ O honour me before this people;”?
that is the bufinefs. .There are many excellent
gifts Chrift pours down upon his church:  Simon
* believes allo,” A&s viii. and would give any mo-
ney for thole gifts, that he might be wondered at as
he was before. A man fecing other gifts, and the

Q4 love
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lIove they have thereby, even a Simon fray defire fuch
gilis, and a mighty power of grace to animate thole
gifts, and would give any money for this, that he
may be wondered at. Some refined, polithed fpirits,
fcorn honour of bafe men; and hence fith for it clfe-
where.

2. Their gain; it is ftrange that Judas follows
Chrift for the bag, that was fo poor, yet he did, ua-
til he faw after three years and a half waiting, fo little
came in. So it is firange that men fhould feek to
join poor churches for that, yet they do and will, fo

" long as they have any lots to give, or purfles to lend,
or hearfs to take care and provide for tho'e thatare
joined to them. You fhall have many poor Chriftian -
men, but be kind and bountiful to them, you may
lead them into any errors, catch them at your ples-
fure with a filver hook, until they fee their gsin
grows little, and refpect lels, and then they fall off.

3. Their comfort for union to the ¢hurch of God,
x. Covers their fin and hides it from the eyes of the |
world. Thieves walk without fufpicion in true men’ .
companies, and thus they make the  houfe of pray-
¢ er a den of thieves,” and this is fome comfort. !
For hypocrites they can carry it cleverly that none fee,
though God fee it is no matter. It will not be thought
that 2 member of a church darcs do fuch a wicked-
nefs, yet fo it is fometimes. 2. Comforts’ their coo-
fcience in their fin; men love theu' lufts, but what, .
mo refpe to ordinances of Chrift? yes, and fo cos-
fcience is quict, and fin lives too, Jer. vii. 3. Be-
canfe there is much comfort in God’s ordinances, and
in attending on God there, not only verbal, but the
vifible- gofpel is fweet, the facraments : hence they join
themfelves as in John’s miniftry, ¢ You rejoiced for
¢ a fealon,” not only in Chrift, but in communion of
faints, elpecially in dangerous times, that a man fears
the jndgements of God will come on thofe places where-
ever they live without them. And now they are quict

- when
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when got into the cities of the Levites, from the por-
fuer of blood.

Reafon 4. In regard of the faints themfelves.

Firfs, There is feen many times a divine majefly
and excellency in them, which has a drawing virtue
with it; that many out of rcfpe& to that, clofe with
them, as Gen. xxvi. 27, 28. God makes Balaam to
fee Ifrael’s glory in his tents, and he cannot curfe (if
ke might have all the’world) but muft blefs them.

Secondly, There is much charity, which thinks no
evil, that where they fee evils, they cover them, where
~ there is but little good appearing, they hope there is
more than they lee, the * king’s daughter”. being
“ all glorious within.” :

Tbirdly, There is a fpirit of humi-lity in them, to ~

' think that others appear far better than themfelves,
until God difcovers them, efpecially in that they are
yet unfettled. :

" Fourthly, A fpirit of defire to have all as near the
- Lord as they can, and though there be evils.in them,
. yet they hope that will make them better. .

' 'Reafon, 5. From the Lord himfelf : who has, -
Firfs, Referved this- exatt feparation as one part of

* his own glory at his fecond coming: Then he fhall

- {eparate fheep and goats.
. Sevondly, Becaule fome are very ferviceable to his
church, and fo to Chrift, as Capus politicum, both in
regard of outward means of fubftance, aud alfo with
- elifying gifts : hence into his family he will let them
come, being fervants, and like carriers that carry
anather’s money and wealth to bim, and then turns
them out of doors. - : . .
Tbirdly, Becaufe of a certsin, real, yet not thorow
work of the Lord, whereby he draws them to fome
. lelowfhip with the church, his .members, and fome
kind of fellowthip with his Son; yet it not being a
thorow, effetual, almighty drawing they prove un-
fouad, Joba vi. 65.

F:ourtb{y, '

of
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Foursbly, That the Lord might manifeft the exceed-
ing greatnefs of his wrath in fome; for God’s lalt end
in all the wicked, is ta thew the greatnefs of it, Rom.
ix.21, 22. yet in fome more than others: and hence
raifes them up in the church to great eminency of
profeflion, and parts, and honour, that all the {aints
alfo may admire God’s grace to themfelves the more;
that when ** two in the field, one fhall be taken,
‘¢ another left;” that they fhould fit in the fame feats,
and yet fome called, others left, and of them that are
called, to leave many, and love me; and that men of
great parts, and I a poor fimple one, to chufe foch
a bale thing, to confound the wife, the mighty. But
as it is faid of Pharash, what meant all the miracles!
all the humblings of heart 2 and yet he would not ket
them go: * For this caufe have I raifed thee up,” '
Exod. ix. 16. ** Of all that thou haft given me (faith
s« Chrift) not one is loft, but the fon of perdition, -that
¢ the fcripture might be fulfilled.” So here.

t

SECT. IV.

Ufe 1. THIS {erves to clear us in this country
from a foul alperfion that is caft out of the mouths of
pulpits upon us, that we hold the churches of Chrift
to have no hypocrites in them. We anfwer, that
th~, if hypocrites could be openly and ecclefiaftically
difceraed, they fhould not be received in, nor kept in,
becaule matter fit to ruin a church are not fit to make
a church: yet we fay there will be tares and wheat,
there wil be chaff and corn, there will be wife
and foolifh virgins, there will be good and bad
mlggled together in the churches until the world’s
end. : :
Ufe 2. Of Advice. To the watchmen of the chur-
ches : Nay, to all that profefs themfelves to be their
brethren’s keepers ; to all that are wile-hearted virgins,
not to lavith your charity too far, it is a precious

gtace,
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grace, and you have-little enough for them that are
fincere, but to bear a jealous heart, and to labour for a
quick difcerning eye to find out them that will min-
gle themfclves among you. This was the commen-
dation and honour of the Ephefians, Rev. ii. a. I con-
fefs it is a finful extreme to cry down all the virgins as
foolih when there be ¢ five wife.,”  Satan will feek
to break the bond of brotherly-love by fowing' falfe
reports, and horrible fufpicions: and it is a hard thing
for a Paul, after the Lord has .wrapt him up to the
third lieaven in revelations, not to be puft up, and in
feeing himlelf at a diflance from other men, not to
defpife and condemn them that have not rifen fo high
s he, efpecially in a difcontented fpirit nothing will
pleafe them. A falle heart when he fees more than
others as he thinks, now thinks highly of himfelf, as

fome great reformer of churches and world, efpecial-

ly if men of fhallow heads; and hence do cenfure
and condemn all that do not magnify them, and re-
verence their judgments, and the duft of their feet.
And yet it is another. finful extreme to {wallow down
all flies that be in the cup, and to think-too charita-

bly of every one that does profefs.” Children that

bave no children themfelves, will make children of
tlouts, and then love them: and hence many a foul
lies bleeding to death, becaufe they bave fuch tender

friends as. will not fearch them. And I doubt not -

bt many in hell may fay, O that I fhould live a-
mong fuch and fuch, and they never deal faithfully
with me.
Object, 1f a man walk fairly, thould T cenfure him?

- 4nf. No, but yet maintain a holy- jealonfy over
them, as Paul did over the Galatians: = This ftands
with love, as it was with Job, chapteri. 5. As itis
with chirurgeons, it is love to cut to the quick. Love
them becaule they appear to be Chrif’s, and are fo to
thee, and this thall have a reward; but yet be jealous
in love, becaufe there may be that hid which was ne-
ver yet feen, . r. It

¢
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1. It may be thou mayeft fave a foul, and they
will love thee; or elle thou fhalt clear juftice by being
a witnefs againft them.

2. It is the chief work for Chrift here, there beiog
no profane ones among us, to overthrow the }ing-
do;n of hypocrily, as well as of civility and profant.
nefs. .

. 3. Youwill fave the Lord a purging and cleanfing
time; for when Chrilt purges not with the Holy
Ghoft in his faints and ordinances, he will with fire.
Here I might give rules for difcernieg mens fpirits,
as,

Frft, Mark their fpeech; for ¢ by thy. words thou
¢ fhalt be juftified:” and maony times one word will
give a light to fee all, as in Simon Magus: as with
men in s labyrinth, found out by one thread. ‘

Secondly, Mark them that you fee not grappliog
with fin and temptation; for if we fee them without,

that they are not yet tried, therefore obferve them
here, here is their trial, when time of temptation
comes.

. Tbirdly, Get thyfelf to fland at a diftance from fio-
ful men, from all the world; * We know we areof
“God,” 1 John v. 19. As men that are in the ws-
ter look only to themfelves, bat flanding fafe on fhore
they fee others drowning; I fpeak this becaufe I fear
the churches are fo bufy about their own things, that
their watch is not kept.: If they fee no grofs fin, thes
sll is well.

Ufe 3. Hence be not offended, if you fee great ce-
dars fall, ftars fall from heaven, great profeflors die
and decay: 1. Do not.think they be all fuch. 2. Do
not think the elect thall fall. Truly fome are fuch,
that when they fall, one-would think a man truly fanc-
tified might fall away, as the Arminians think, 1 Joba
ii. 19. «They were not of us;” I fpeak this becaufe
the Lord is fhaking, and I look for greater apolls-
fies; for God is trying all his friends through all

the
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the Chriflian world : in Germany, what profeffion was
there ? who would have thought of it ? The Lord who
delights to manifelt that openly which was hid fecretly,
fends a fword, and they fall; others in other places
receive the word with joy, the Lord fends perfecution,
and fearing men more than the filth of fin, and anger
of Chrift, they fall: others fland it out there, and
fuffer and venture thither,” and Iffachar-like, fee reft
is good, 'and crouch under their burdens, and fo they
fall. Others have had fweetnefs in ordinances, the
Lord departs, and {o they fall. Others have corrupt
hearts, and received the truth in the form, not in love,
and {lood in defence of the truth, not in love of the -
truth, the Lord lets error loofe, and they fall. Wel},
never be offended at this, I am not, becaule. I never
knew a man fall, but he loved fome luft, and was never
broken from fin, and although this is not feen when
they do fall, it offends not me. .
Ufe 4. O therefore fearch your own hearts: whea
Chrift faid unto his difciples, * One fhall betray me:
“Lord is it 12 fay they : fo when uot one, but many,
Lord is it I? O many a Chriftian lies faft afleep, ne-
ver comes to a thorough fearch, a ftrit watch. Da
‘but confider this:, 1. That in churches, nay pureft
churches, many ly hid, not dilcerned. 2. Thou mayeft
be one. 3. If thou beeft, that 6f all men living none
fhall fo deeply fink in hell. 4. That all ordinances
fhall tend to this end, and all thy -joys, all thy afflica
tions : and therefore O fearch before the Lord fearch,
and {ay, Lord, as no man’s punifhments and plagues
can be like mine, nor fins, if I perith, fo, if pardoned,
loved, never any fhall have fuch caufe to blefs thee;
end therefore take not up ‘with weak and groundlefs
hopes, but love that hand that fmites and wounds thee; -
for this difcovery is to awaken thee : But you have
fo much bufinefs you will not, cannot, &c. ~Confider
what a fearful thing it is to be hung up as for a gazing.
ftack to faints, fo an everlafting terror to the damned
themfelves. R . .~ GUAP.
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CIIAP. XIII. SECT. I
Containing a Difcovery of Cofpel- Hypocrites.

Obferv. 2. THAT the moft hidden hypocrites
. of tife pureft churches under the
gofpel, are evangelical or g fpel-hypocrites,

For thefe that were foolifh, were not fuch as in ap-
pearance refted in the law, or in a covenant of works;
but they had elcaped thofe entanglements, and now
were virgins, that plead their interelt in, and their
communion and fellowfhip, and love-knct with Chrifi;
they had now their lamps ready, and made much pre-
-paration for him; and they did wait fir him, and
verily looked to have eternal fellow(hip with him their
Beloved, infomuch that, they tock their flight fu high
towards heaven and Chrift, that they pafled for a
tirhe the difcerning of the wife: for you muft know,
that where the gofpel comes, there are two furts uof
. enemies againft it, ‘

1. Open: and thofe are your jufliciaries, that feek-
ing to eftablifh their own righteoufnels, aund being
puffed up with it, can with pretended guod conlcien-
- ces in doing Gud fervice, oppole the righteoulnefs
of Gud. .

2. Secret and fubtile enemies, yet feeming frignds:
and thele are your carnal golpellers, that cry down
all their own righteoufnefs, and cry up Chrift, and
fee nothing in themf{zlves, as there is good caufe fo to
think, and look for all from Chrift, and yet thefe, when
the Lord comes to {earch, are found falfe; and thefe
are the worms that grow in this wood, in this build.
ing, in thefe churches. * Thus it was in Chrifl’s time,
the church of the Jews had left their grofs idolatries,
yet this was their ftumbling-ftone, they fought to
eltablifh their owa righteoufnefs, and hence he came

: ' - to

’
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“to his own, and his own received him not, and hence
were cut off for this their unbelief, but others (divers
forts of them) did receive him, lelieved in him, Joha
il. 23. Many took hold on Chrilt, and he took no
hold on them; wondered at him, and entertained him,
when others did rejeft him, as Capernaum did, yet
under his woe. And thefe are the fpots of evange-
lical purity, wens in the belt bodies of the beft con-
flituted churches. Look but upon Chrift’s own fa-
mily, John vi. 69, 70. The difciples profefled, when
others departed, *¢ Lord, to whom tfhould we go?
thou haft the words of life ;> yet faith he, “ I Lave
“ chofen you indeed to be for me, but one is a devil,” -
viz. Judas the deacon, ftood not on his own righte-
oafnefs, but was for Chrift, and followed him, and
yet in this evangelical angel without, is a devil
within, becaufe he flill harboured his lufts within.
This the apoftle Paul forefaw, A&Qs xx. 29, 30.
Some wolves without fhould come, and alfo fome
cankers within fhould fret, that fhould draw many
difciples after them (in a church bought by Chrift’s
own blood) ¢« fpeaking perverfe things,” pretending
to draw dilciples.after Chrift, but it is indeed after .
themfelves; and Paul laments this, ** Many walk,”
i. e. profefs Chrift and his crofs, ¢ yet enemies to it,”
Phil. iii. 19. This Chrift foretels, Lyke xiii. 25, 26.
- Many feek, many knock, and at laft cry, ¢« Lord,
“ Lord, open;» and in their life-time they pleaded
commanion with Chrift, yet, * Depart-ye workers of
““iniquity.”” Jude iv. certain men are crept in, turn-
ing grace into lafcivioufnefs ; for this is the very form
of an evangelical hypocrite, in denyirng his own righ-
teoufnefs, to eftablith his fin; it is advancing Chrilt,
to advance his luft. The Epiftles of James and Jobn
are antidotes againft this kind of poifon, and 1 look -
on them as lamps hung up to dilcover thefe men,
not but that thefe men are indeed under a covenant
of works; for there be but two forts of men, and
- two
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two ends of all men, hence but two covenants ; hence
. thofe that are not indeed under grace,” are under the
law, and under the curfe ; bat becaufe the moft {ub-
‘tile hypocrites appear or {eem to be under grace, and
their external operations are chiefly evangelical, hence
1 call them evangelical hypocrites.

SECT. IL

Reafon 1. IN regard of the power of the word
and gofpel of life and fpirit in fuch churches : for the
gofpel where it comes, as it advanceth the glorious -
and everlafting righteoufnefs of Chrift, fo it knocks
under foot all man’s, as a means fubfervient to that
end, and it coming with power and light, it would be
too grofs for hypocrites to maintain life by works:
hence Chrift is that which they look unto; for Chrift
when he preached, not only many * believed becaufe
s¢ of his miracles,” bnt ¢ when they heard his word,”
John viii. 30. Mat. xiii. in the parable of the fower,
the word came with fo much power, that they received
it with joy, and did believe, but fell by their lufts.
And look as it is with the fun, there comes light asd
heat with it, {o there comes, K

1. Truth to the mind, and conquers the judgments
of hypocrites, that there is no life, good, righteoul-
nefs, but in Chrift, nor falvation but by Chrift.

2. There comes fome goodnefs/of the gofpel to
the heart, that men hearing and feeing falvation wrapt
up there, O that is {weet and goed ! and hence their
affeftions and hearts are in fome meafure conquered
by the power of the ovendazzling truth; and hence
hypocrites being thus conquered, partly being of this
opinion, partly tafting fome good of it, defire it out
of felf-love, expe& it out of felf-delufion, and profefs
themfelves virgins out of thefe principles.

Reafon 2. In regard of the power of evangelical
examples in the five wife virgins: for look as it is with

. living
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living men when the fun fhines upon their heads,
they cafl their fhadows that follow them; fo when
the Lord Jefus fhines upon the fouls of his’ own peo-
 ple, almolt every honelt fincere-hearted man will caft
his fhadow that will be like him; hence hypocrites
in thofe 'churches which are commonly rather led by
example than by rule, will be very like them, and i.
mitate them; if they fhould not, what communion
could they have with them, or what love could they
receive from them? for there is a mighty power in
eninent examples to overbear hypocritcs, that if they
will turn themfelves into any form, they muft into
theirs, as in Joath: for thers are two things in the
carriage of the (aints,

1. There is a condemning power in it; hence men
fear to live unlike them. :

2. There is a winning "virtue in it, a3 attraltive
virtue; hence men endeavour to be and live like
‘them, to be of the fame mind, the fame heari with
them: and hence others take them, and they take
themfelves to be fincere, and hence they are evange-
lical gofpel hypocrites that lie hid in thefe churches:
Hence Zech. viii. 23.  “ Many fhall take hold of a-
“Jew's {kirt, (I doubt not but fome falfe ones,) we
“ bave heard Ged is with you.” And as Ghrift,
when lifted up end rifen, fo faints draw hypocrites
"to them,

Regfon 3. Becaufe the gofpel brings the greatelt
ted {weeteit confolations with it. Hence a2 man un-
der the terror of the law, end fenle of curfe for his
ba, will make his, laft refuge hither, and hide him«
kel under the wing of the golpel,.not fo. much out
of love to Chrift, or gofpel, but becaufe they ferve
his turn, and give him eafe. Like men {corched
with heat, and almoft ready to die, the fhadow of a
tree is now very comforable, and therefore there
they fit; fo thefe: Or as men with fcalded arms,
they put themn into 'water, which gives them eafe, no

R cure;
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cure; but becaule it gives them eafe, there they keep
them, fo here: Men have been fcalded with wrath,
O now gofpel is very fweet, and fo are ealed by it,
never cured by it. Thercfore here you thall hear them
difclaim all works, and cry up grace only; where the
pureft churches are, there ace ufually great awaken
ings, therc God is very near men, and made moft
manifeft to mens confciences, and there are moft
foul-plagues, contempt of the Spirit of grace, au.
hence moft - dreadful torments of confcience, ‘
fearful looking for of judgment. Now hence it comes.
to pals when Chrift is offcred, and general notice given
to mens minds, that yet there is hope and mercy‘fori'
great finners; this fills them with joy and peace, 3,
John’s hearers, John v. 35. and hence they believe 3
the flony ground, that had fome plowing, and henct
received the word with joy and believed, Pfalm lxvi.
3. Itis a prophefy of the kingdom of Chrift, Anti i
chrift tormented the confciences of men, Rev. ix|
Men have no peace within nor without. Luther i,
raifed up, and preacheth the do&rine of free grace
which a world of men looking to their eafe, others ia,
trath receive it; for fome time before his death he
cries to God that he may not live to fee the ruins that
. ware coming on Germany for their contempt, The,
law is the miniftry of death, the gofpel propounds,
great priviledges, with much more {weetnefs to finners
and hence hither men fly. ‘
Reafon 4. Becaufe the gofpel yields the faireft colours
for a man’s floath, and ftrongelt props for that. Hence
you fhall fee them walking in this garden. For the
laft fin God conquers in a man, is his floath. When
the fwine have no {will to eat, yet thou fhall find them
in the mire of floath; this ¢ flays the foolith.” Hence
the beft hypocrite will plead the gofpel, it is trouble-,
fome to the fleth, to bear a daily fenfe of the fins snd |
wanys of the foul. Hence you thall fee Capernaum re-,

ceive Chrift, and wonder at his doQrine; and yet
' ' Chrift
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- Chrift upbraids them, ¢ they repented not,” Matth. xi.
~ 20. It is troublefome, nay impoffible for a man to
' break his chains and get his foul loofed from his lufts,
and free for . the Lord. The gofpel thews all fulnefs
. inChrift, and that he muft do all, a floathful falfe
 heart therefore clofeth with Chrift as the end, but ne-
. glefts him in the means. Why? Chritt muft do all,
fay they; and hence if Chrift do drop upon their hearts,
well and good; if not, it is Chrift’s fault, he is a hard -
mafter, that gathers where he did not fow, and hence
L Wraptit up. A man’s falfe heart is weary of the yoke
¢ of Garift, and hence would fain be eafed of it. Now
. the gofpel promifeth liberty from the bondage and curfe
“ of the law, and a floathful heart can find out reafons to
free him(elf from the rule of it, as part of Chriftian li-
berty, « this is our liberty in Chrift Jefus,” 2 Pet. ii.
. 19. And they rejoice exceedingly that the law is dead,
‘asthey did, Rev. xi. 10. for the death of witnefles,
 becaufe they tormented them; Ifay again, they rejoice
:Lnot becaufe the Lord makes them like himfelf, and be-
icaule of his image reftored by the gofpel, and becaufe
they feel the power of it, but becaufe they are free from:
' the power of it. It is an old deceit, yet fubtile, to re-
Joice, and love, and blefs Chrift, becaufe he will pardon
fin, ﬂ)ough I lie and live in them. Or if they do not
ffge themfelves from it, the gofpel fhews the law
‘within clofing with the law without, to be an evi-
dence the Lord will not impute it, and that it is not
they but fin in them. Hence a floathful heart will
Coatinue in his floath, and to eafe - himfelf of trouble
for fin and obedience too, fay, it is not he, but fin.
And hence Arminius makes a firange interceflion of
om. vii, becaufe he faw German profeffors plead
that for themfelves, the Ifraclites entered not into
Canaan, unbelief caufed it: And why did that fhut
them out? O there were walled'towng and difficulties,
nd this was the laft fhock, and hence they feil.off;
' o R2 fo
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fo it is in hypocrites now. The fafeft place to lie e
fleep is in Chrift’s lap.

Reqfon 5. From the mighty cunning of Setan,
the firength of whofe kingdom is made and coptinued
by peace, Luke xi. 41. Hence ¢ he will turn him-
¢¢ felf into an angel of light,” and fuffer men to goto
Chrift and gofpel, to avoid the fearch, that they may
be Chrili’s in appearance, and his in deed, 2 Cor. iv.
4. He has a mighty power over men to blind them:
For there be three things which trouble men ufually,
and make them queftion their eftates, and the gofpel
quiets and abfolves them from all.

1. Confcience, that cries dolefully fometimes,
thefe fins thall have thefe woes. VYes, unlefs I be
lieve; but I believe, and truft to Chrift, and flec ®
God’s mercy.

2. Miniltry, that cries and fearcheth into the decp-
elt windings of men’s hearts, ‘that men cannot bat et
that Chriil has eyes of flaming fire to fee through them.
Now hence men avoid tffe ftroke and power of all mk
niftry, thus it is with me, thus it will be with me, bu
I believe and truft to Chrilt. And hence men best
back like brazen walls all blows.

3. God’s judgment-feat.- What tho’ men fee yot
not, yet God feeth. Why, they have finned the]
confefs, but Chrift has fuffered; they have finned
but they truft, &c. Micah iii. 11. *Is not the Lon
¢ among us?”’ Look as it was with Joab, ¢ he rod
*“ to the horns of the altar,” yet there he perifheth
there he would die, there was the laft refuge fros
fearch and death, fo here.

SECT. IL

U 1 HENCE do not think your eftates goo
. becaufe you look only for juftification by Chrilt, a2
Jook only to God’s free grace, and count of grace!

Chrift. It is a common error for men to think, fo
i
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ing they be of this opinion, only to look for grace in
Chrift, ta think that therefore their ellates are falfe,
and they are juftified by Chrift. Why there may be
fuch a power of word and Spirit to conquer their judg-
ments, as thofe Papilts that have been pleading againit
it, have been overcome by it. Thou mayft receive
the notions of it in thy head, but the power of it never
into thy ‘heart.

-0bjed. 1. But my heart has been affeGted with this,
to fec when my fins deferve death, yet there is mercy
for the vileft in Chrift. -
| fiAnf. Thou mayft tafte and joy, and yet fall off at
aft,

i Objed. 2, But I have fellowthip with the Lord Je-
us. ‘
4nf. Thou mayft eat and drink in his prefence, and
yet be bid, ¢ Depart, I know you not, a worker of

* iniquity.” T

Qbject. 3, But I have ¢ efcaped the pollution of the -

“world,” 2 Pet. x. 20. And that through this, know-
‘ledge of Chrift, his love has much moved me to part
*with my fins. v

4nf. It may be fo, and it may wath thee from all
“external pollutions, and yet thy fwinifh nature re-
?gain ftill hidden from thee, but ‘feen of an sll-fecing
i God. '
Objeit. 4. But I look for Chrift, and wait for him,
' and defire him, and all that gre wife think well of
} me, '
© 4nf. You may do all this, and yet you may be
.found  foolifh for all this. Evangelical work
which is accompanied with falvation in fome, it may
be hypocritical in thee: And therefore take heed you
do not take thews for fubftarce. For look as in the
gofpel, God’s utmoft ‘perfeGtion of wifdom and love
' appears, fo the mioft hidden and admirable delufions
' of Satan are evangelical. There his power is em-
. ployed to undermine, and fo to keep his head. O
R3 that
, . .
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that we could but imagine and fet before our eyes the
amazing condition of fuch a man! whofe plagues
fhall be made wonderful, that has been troubled with
fin a long time, at laft looks to Chrift, and there refls,
and fo hears all fermons, and there flill fleeps, and
confiders often that his ways are evil, but never fuf
pe@s his faith to Y& evil, then he comes to die, and
then looks for Chrift; at laft the wick or {nuff dies,
and fun fets, and darknefs approaches, and then fud-
"denly flips into hell, where he fees Chrift and faints
afar off: And what has deceived them? O their faith
has deceived them, to fee Chrift fhaking them off a
duft: O they wifh, O that I had known or feared this
before! and will you not fear now? As . for you. pro-
fane ones, that can fcoff, and drink, and break fab-
baths, and live idly, your judgment is writ upon your
fore-heads: but O take heed you that have efcaped
thefe pollutions, left you deceive yourfelves here. To
fhew you that deceit particularly, it is not my tim¢
‘yet, but go alone and think fadly of it, I may look
for juftification by Chrift, and wait for Chrift, ad
yet perith. O let me be fure I get fuch a faith as will
not deceive me here: Should not a man, you will fay,
‘truft Chrift? Yes, when you can in truth; butty
truft may be but prefumption. ,
Ufe 2. Take not up therefore every opinion and
doftrine from men, or angel, that bears a fair fhew
of advancing Chrift; f