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THE

L I F E

OF
JOHN MILTON.

ROM a family and town of his name in Oxford-
fhire our Author derived his defcent ; but he was
born at Londoh in the year 1608. The publither *
of his works in profe (on whofe veracity fome part of
this narative muft entirely depend) dates his birth
two years earlier than this : but contradi®ing himfelf
afterwards in his own computation, I reduce it to the
time that Monfieur Bayle hath affigned; and for the
fame reafon which prevailed with him to aflignit. His
father John Milton, by profeflion a fcrivener, lived in
a reputable manner on a competent eftate, entirely hig
_own acquifition, having been early difinherited by his
parents for renouncing the communion of the church
of Rome, to which they were zealoufly devoted. By
his wife Sarah Cafton he had likewife one daughter,
named Anna, and another fon, Chritopher, whom
he trained to the pradtice of the common. law, who
in the great rebellion adhered to the royal caufe ; and -
in the reign of King James II. by too eafy a compli--
ance with the doétrines of the court, both religious
and civil, he attained-to the dignity of being made a
judge of the common pleas ; otg which he died divelted
not long after the Revolution.- S
But fohn, the fubje@ of the prefent Effay, wag the
favourite of his father’s hopes, who, w0 culXivaxe Yoa

¢ Mr. ToranD,

A 2



iv THE LITE OF

great genius which early difplayed itfclf, wasat the
expence of a domeftic tutor ; whofe care and capacity
R ' his pupil hath gratefully celebrated in
An. etat. 12. an excellent Latin elegy*. At his i-
nitiation he is faid to have applied him-

felf to letters with fueh indefatigable induftry, that he
rarely was prevailed with to quit his Rudies before
midnight ; which not only made him frequently fub-
je& to fevere paints in his head, but likewife occafioned
that weaknefs in his eyes, which terminated in a total
privation of fight. ' From a domefic eddcation he was
removed to St. Paul’s fchool, to completé his acquaint-
ance with the claffics under the care of Dr. Gill ; and
: : after a thort ftay there, was tranfplant.
An. tat. 15. ed to Chrift’s College in Cambridge,
' where he diftinguithed himfelf in all

kinds of academical exercifes.” - Of this fociety he .

continued 2 member till he commenced malfter of arts ;
- and then, leaving the univerfity, he re-
An. e1at. 33. turned to his father, who had quitted
: : the town, and lived at Horniton in Buc-
kinghamthire, where he purfued his ftudies with un-
paralleled affiduity and fuccefs. -+ - - '

o

After fome months {pent in this ftudious retirement
his mother died, ‘and then he prevailed with his father
to gratify an inclination hé had long entertained of
-+ ui - feeing foreign’ countries.” Sir Henry

An. «tat. 30. Wotton, at that time provoft of Eaton
" college, gave himi'a letter of advice for

the direction of his travels; but not obferving an ex-
cellent maxim in itf, he incurred §réat danger, by
difputing againft the fuperftition of the church of
Rome, withird the verge of the vatican. ' Having em-
ployed his curiofity about two yearsf in France and

* Sce the fourth in his colle@ion of poems.
4 I penfieri firetti, edil vifo feiolto.
§ Et jam bis viridi furgebat c:'mus arifta,
Bt totidem flavas numerabant horrea meffes—
Nec dum aderat Thryfis ; paflorem feilicet illum
Dulcis amor Mife Thulca rijinebit in urbe.
. - Epitaph, Dam.
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Italy, on the news of a civil war breaking out in Eng-
land, he returned without taking a furvey of Greece
and Sicily, as at his fetting out the fcheme was pro-
je&ed. AtParis * the Lord Vifcount Scudamore, am-
baffador from King Chat)es L. at the court of France,
introduced him to the acquaintance of Grotius, who
at that time was honoured with the fame charaéter there
by Chriftina, queen of Sweden. " In Rome, Genoa,
Florence, and other cities of Italy, he contraded a fa-
miliarity with thofe who were of higheft reputation for
wit and learning, feveral of whom gave him' very o-
bliging teftimanies of their friendthip and eftecm, which
are printed before his Latin poems. The firlt of them
was written by Manfo, marquis of Villa, a great pa-
tron of Taflo, by whom he is celebrated in his poem
on the conqueft of Jerufalemt. It is highly probable
that to his converfation with this noble Neopolitan we
owe the firlt defign which MiLton conceived, of writ-
ing an epic poem ; and it appears by fome Latin verfes
addrefled to the Marquis, with the title of Manfus, that
he intended to fix on King Arthur for his hero; but
‘Arthur was referved for another deftiny.

Returning from his travels he found .
England on the point of being involved 4. etat. 32.
in blood and confufion. It feems won-
derful, that one of fo warm and daring a fpirit, as his
certainly was, fthould be reftrained from the camp in
thofe unnatural commotions. I fuppofe we may im-
pute it wholly to the great deference he paid to pater-
nal authority, that he retired to lodgings provided for
him in the city ¢ which being commodious for the re-
ception of his fifter’s fons, and foms other young gen-
tlemen, he undertook their education, and is faid to
have formed thém -on the fame plan which he after-
wards publifhed, in a fhort tra@ate, infcribed to his
friend Mr. Hartlib. - 7 -

Ia this philofophical courfe he continued without a

" ® Defenfio fecinda. Page 96. fol.

Fra Cavalier, magnanimi, ¢ cortefi,
Ropleude if DManfo.———ee
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JOHN MILTON. vii

in the ftate.” Tt is in vain to diffemble, and far be it
from me to defend his .engaging with a party com-
bined in the deftru&ion of our church and monarchy.
Vet, leaving the juftification of a mifguided fincerity
to be debated in the fchools, may I prefume to obferve
in his favour, that his zeal, diftempered and furious
as it was, does not appear to have been infpirited by
felf-interefted views. For it is affirmed, that though
he lived always in a frugal retirement, and before his
death had difpofed of his library (which we may fup-
pofe to have been a valuable colleion), he left not
more than fifteen hundred pounds behind him for the
fupport of his family ; and whoever confiders the pofts
to which he was advanced, and the times in which he
enjoyed them, will, I believe, confefs he might have
accumaulated a much more plentiful fortune. In a
. difpaflionate mind it will not require any extraordi-
nary meafure of candour to conclude, that though he
abode in the heritage of oppreflors, and-the {poils of
his country lay at his feet, neither his confcience nor
his honour could ftoop to gather them.

A commiflion to conftitute him ad-
jutant-general to Sir William Waller An. «tat. 42.
was promifed, but foon fuperfeded by
Waller’s being laid afide, when his mafters thought
it proper to new model their army. However, the
keennefs of his pen had fo effetually recommended
him to Cromwell’s efteem, that when he took the reins
of government into his own hand, he advanced him
to be Latin fecretary, both to himfelf and the parlia-
ment; the former of thefe preferments he enjoyed both
under the ufurper and his fon, the other till King
Charles II. was reftored. For fome time he had an
apartment for his family at Whitehall ; but his health
requiring a freer acceflion of air, he was obliged to
remove from thence to lodgings which opened into
St. James’s park. Not long after his fettlement there,
his wife died in child-bed y and much about the time
of her death, a gutta ferena, which had for feveral -
years been gradually increafing, totally extinguithed
bis fight. In this melancholic condition he was eally
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prevailed with to think of taking another wife, who
was Catherine, the daughter of Captain Woodcock of
Hackney ; and fhe too, in lefs than a year after their
marriage, died in the fime unfortunate manner as the
former had done ; and in his twenty-third fonnet he
docs honour to her memory. :
Thefe private calamities were much heightened by
. thedifferentfigure he was likely to make
An. «ctat. §3. in the new fcene of affairs which was
going to be acted in the Rate. For all
things now confpiring to promote the king’s reftora-
tion, he was too confcious of his own inadtivity during
the ufurpation to expe& any favour from the crown ;
-and therefore he prudently abfconded till the a& of
oblivion was publithed, by which he was only render-
ed incapable of bearing any office in the nation. Ma-
ny had a very juft efteem of his admirable parfs and
Jearning, who detefted his principles, by whofe inter-
ceflion bis pardon paffed the feals; and I with the
laws of civil hiftory could have extended the benefit of
that oblivion to the memory of his guilt, which was
indulged to his perfon ; ne tanti facinoris immanitas
extitiffe, aut non vindicato fuiffe, vicratur. _
Having thus gained a full prote@ion from the go-
vernment (which was in truth more than he counld
have reafonably hoped) hie appeared as much in public .
as he formerly ufed to do ; “and employing his friend
Dr. Paget to make choice of a third confort, on his.
recommendation he married Elizabeth, the daughter
of Mr. Minfhul, a Chefhire gentleman, by whom he
had no iffue. Three daughters by his firlt wife were
then living, the two elder of whom are faid to have
been very ferviceable to himin his ftudies : for having
been inftructed to pronounce not only the modern, but
alfo the Latin, Greek, and Hebrew langnages, they
read in their refpe&ive originals whatever aunthors he
wanted to confult, tho’ they underftood none but their
mother tongue. This employment, however, was too
unpleafant to be continued for any long procefs of time 3
and therefore he difmifled them to receive an educa-
&lon more agrseable to their fex and tempet.
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.We come now to take a furvey of himin that point
of view, in which he will . looked upon by all fuc-
ceeding ages with equal delight and admiration. An
interval of about twenty years had e-

lapfed fince he wrote the mafk of Co- * 26.
mus*, L’Allegro, Il Penferofo, and An. atat.
Lycidast, all in fuch an exquifite ftrain, 1 29.

that though he had left no other mo-

nument of his genius behind him, his name had been
immortal ; but neither the infirmities of age and con-
ftitution, nor the viciffitudes of fortune. could deprefs
the vigour of his mind, or divert it from executing a
defign he had long conceiv»d, of writing an heroic
poem *. _The fall of man was a fuhje& that he had
fome years before {ixed on for a tragedy, which he ia-
tended to form by the models of antiquity : and fome,
not without probability, fay, the play opened with
that fpeech in the fourth book of Paradife Lef?, L. 32.
which is addrefled by Satan to the fun.  Were it ma-
terial, 1 believe 1 could produce other paffages which
more plainly appear to have been originally intended
for the fcene : but whatever truth there may be in this
report, it is certain that he did not begin to mould his
fuhject in the form which it bears now, before he had
concluded his ¢ontrover{y with Salmafius and More,
when he had wholly loft the ufe of his eyes, and was
forced to employ, in the office of an amanuenfis, any
friend who accidentally paid him a vifit.  Yet, undef
all thefe difcouragements, and various interruptions, .
in the year 1669 ¥, he publithed his ..
Paradife Loff, the nobleft poem (next Ar. ctat. 6i.
to thofe of Homer and Virgil) that e-

ver the wit of man produced in any age or nation.
Need I mention any other evidence of its ineftimable
widtth, than the fineft geniufes who have fucceeded
him; have ever eftéemed it 2 merit to relifh and illuf-
trate its beauties ? whilft the critic who gazed, with
fo much wanton malice, on the nakcdne%s of Shake-

® Paradife Loft, Book IX, L. 26. .

# Milton’s contra€ with his bookfeller, S. Si ns, for the
éopy, bears date April 2yth, 1665, er, S. Simmons, for
: B
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fpeare when he flept, afier having formally declared
war againit it*, wanted courage to make his attack;
fluthed though he was with conquefls over Julius Cz
far, and the Moor, which infolence his mufe, like the
other aflaflins of Cafar, feverely revenged on herfelft 3
and not long after Ler triumph became her own exe-
cutioner. Nor is it unworthy our obfervation, that
though perhaps not one of cur Englifh poets have ex-
cited fo many admirers to imitate his manner, yet I
think never ary was known to afpire to emulation ;
even the late ingenious Mr. Philips, who, in the co-
lours of ftyle, came the necareft of all the copiers to
refemble the great original, made his diftant advances
with a filial reverence, and ré¢%rained ambition within
the fame bounds which Lucretius prefcribed to his
ewn imitation. T

Nin ita certandi cupidus, quam propter amorem
Quid TE imitari aveo : quid enim centendat hirunde
Cyenis ?

And now perhaps it may pafs for fiction, what with
Ercat veracity [ affirm to be fa&, that MivTon, after
aving with much difficulty prevailed to have this di-
vine poem licenfed for the prefs, could fell the copy
for r.o more than fifteer pounds, the payment of which
valuable confideration depended vpon the fale of three
numerous impreflions.  So unreafonable may perfonal
prejidice affe@t the moft excellent performances.
About two years afterf, together
An. atat. 63. with Samfon Agonifies, Sa tragedy not
unworthy the Grecian ftage when A-
thiens wasinher glory) he publithed Paradife Regained;
but, ch ! avhat a falling off was there !—of which I
will fay no more, than that there is fcarcely a more
renurkable inflance of the frailty of human reafon
than our author gave, in preferring this poem to Pa-
radife Lo}, nor a more inftru@ive caution to the beft

*® The tragedics cf the laft age confidered, page 145.

A #7fe Edgar. .
] They were licenfed July 2, 1670, but not printed before Yog
enliciig.
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writers, to be very diffident in decidiag ths merit of
their own produions.

And thus having attended him to the fixty-fixth
year of his age, as clofely as fuch imperfe& lights as
men of letters and retirement ufually lcave to guide
our inquiry would allow, it now only remains to be
recorded, that in the year 1674, the

gout put a period to his kfe, at Bun- 66.
hill near London; from whence his dn eiat.
body was conveyed to St. Giles’ church Gy

by Cripple gate, where it lics interred
in the Chancel; but ncither has nor waots a monu-
ment to perpetuate his memory.

In his youth he is faid to have been extremely hand-
feme ; the colour of his hair was a light brown, the
fymmetry of his features exad, enlivened with an a-
greeable air, and a beautiful mixture of fair and rud-
dy ; which occafioned the Marquis of Villa to give his
epigram the fame turn of thought*, which Gregory
archdeacon of Rome had employed about a thoufand
years before, in praifing the amiable complexions of
fome Englifh youths, before their converfion to chrif-
tianity. His Rature + (as we find it meafured by
himfelf) did not exceed the middle fize, neither too
lean, nor corpulent ; his limbs well proportioned, ner-
vous, and aéive, ferviceable in all refpecs to his exer-
cifirg the fword, in which he much delighted ; and
wanted neither fkill, nor courage, to refent an affront
from men of the motit athletic conftitutions. In his
diet he was abftemious ; not delicate in the choice of
his difhes ; and froag liquors of all kinds were his a- .
verfion. Beihg too fadly convinced how much his
health had fuffered by night-fludies in his younger
years, he ufed to go early (feldom later than nine) to
reft, and rofe commonly before five in the morning.
It is reported, (and there is a paflage in one of his
Latin elegies to countenance” the tradition), that his
fancy made the happieft flights in the {pring : but one

® Ut mcas, forma, decer, facies, mes, fi pietas fic,
Now Anglus,. verum bercle angeius ipfe fores.

t Defonfis fesunda, p. 87 fol.
D2
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of his nephews ufed to deliver it as MiLTon’s own ob-
fervation, that his invention was in its higheft perfec-
tion from September to the vernal equinox : however
it was, the great inequalities to be found in his com-
pofures are ipconteftable proofs, that in fome feafons
he was.but one of the people. When blindnefs re-
firained him from other exercifes, he had a machine
to {wing in for the prefervation of his health, and di-
verted himlelf in hic chamber with playing-on an or- °
gan.  His deportment was ered, open, affable ; his
converfation eafy, chearful, inftruive ; his wit on all
occalions at command, facetious,. grave, or fatirical,
as the fubjs& required. - His judgement, when difen-

aged from religious and political {peculations, was
Juft and penetrating ; his apprehenfion quick, his me-
mory tenacious ot what he read, his reading only not
fo extenfive as his genius, for this was univerfal. . And
having treafured up fuch immenfe flore of fcience,
perhaps the faculties of his foul grew more vigorogs
after he was deprived of fight ; and his. imagination,
(naturally fublime and enlarged by reading romances*,
of which-he was much enamoured in his youth), when
it wus wholly abftra&ted from material objedts, was
more at liberty to make fach amazing excurfions into
the ideal world, when in compofing his divine work
he was tempted to range e

v Beyond'the vifible diurnal [phere.

"With fo many accomplithments, not to have had
fome faults and misfortunes to be laid in the balance
with the fame and felicity of writing Faradife Loff,
would have been too great a portion for humanity
‘ ‘ EL1JAH FENTON.

¢ His apology for Smeftymnuss, p. 17. fol.
¢ . - .
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PARADISUM AMISSAM

Y

SUMMI POETAE

FOANNIS MILTONTI

Ul legis AmMissam Parap1sum, grandia magni
" Carmina MiLTon1, quid nifi cunéta legis ?
Res cuntas, et cun&tarum primordia rerum, -
Et fata, et fines continet ifte liber. :
Intima panduntur magni penetralia mundi,
¢ Scribitur et toto quicquid in orbe latet :
Terrzque, tratufque maris, czlumque profundum,
¢ Sulphuremque Erebi, lammivomufque fpecus: -
Qu=zque colunt terras, pontumque, et Tartara czca.
- Qureque colunt fummi lucida regna poli: :
Et quodcunque ullis conclufum eft finibus ufquam,
Lt fine fine Chaos, et fine fine Deus:- N
Et fine fine magis, fi quid magis eft fine fine, -
" In Curisto ergo homines conciliatus amor.
Hzc qui {perarst quis crederet effe futura? .
Et tamen hzc hodie terra Britanno legit.
O quantos in bella duces: qua protulit armal
uz canit, et quanta proelia dira tuba !
Ceeleftis acies! atque in certamine ccelum !
Et que cceleftes pugnae deceret agros !
Quantus in zthereis tollit fe Lucifer atmist .
"< Atque ipfo graditur vix Michaele minor |
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That majelty which through thy work doth reign,
Draws the devout, deterring the profane;
And things divine thou treat’Rt of in fuch fate
As them preferves, and thee, inviolate.

At once delight and horror on us feize, .
Thou fing’ft with fo much gravity and eafe ;
And above human flight doft foar aloft, .
With plume fo firong, fo equal, and fo foft:
The bird nam’d from that Paradife you fing
80 never flags, but always keeps on wing. B

Where could’ft thou words of fuch a ccmpafs find ?
Whence furnifh fuch a valt.expance of mind ?
kﬁ Heav’n thee, like Tirefias, to requite,

ewards with prophecy thy lofs of fight. ,

. Well might'ft thou {corn thy readers to allure
With tinkling rhyme, of thy own fenf: fecure ;
While the town-boy writes all the while and fpells,
And, like a pack-horfe, tires without his bells :
Their fancies like our bufhy points appear,

The poets tag them, we for fafhion wear.

1 too tranfported by the mode offend ;

And while I mean to praife thee, muft commend.
‘Thy verfe created like thy theme fublime, :
In number, weight, and meafure, needs not rhyme.

Dowad

ANDREW MARVEL.




THE V ERSE

. FY HE meafure is Englifh heroic verfe without
‘ thyme, as that of Homer in Greek, and of
Virgil in Latin ; rhyme being no neceffary adjun& or
true ornament of poem or good verfe, in longer works
efpecially, but the invention of a barbarous age, to
fet off wretched miatter and metre; graced indeed
fince by the ufe of fome famous modern poets, carried ’
away by cuftom; but much to their own vexation,
hinderance, and conftraint, to exprefs many things
" otherwife, and, for the hoft part, worfe than elfe they
would have exprefled them. Not witliout caufe, there-
fore, fome, both Italian and Spanifth poets, of prime
hote, have rejeted rhyme, both in longei and {horter
works, as have alfo long firice our beft Englifh trage-
dies, ds athing of itfelf, to all judicious ears, trivial,
and of no trie mufical delight ; which confifts only in
apt numbers,. fit quantity of fyllables, and the fenfe
varioufly drawn out from one verfe int6 another ; not
in the jingling found of like endings, a fault avoided
by the learned Ancicnts both in poetry and all good
oratory. This negle& then of rhyme [0 little is to be
taken for a defe@, though it may feem fo perhaps to
vulgar.'i'ea.dc'rs, that it rather is to be efteemed an ex-
ample fet, the firk in Englifh, of ancient liberty re-
tovered to heroic poem, from the troublefome and
modern bondage of rhyming.
c - =
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Tue ARGUMENT.

This book propofes, firfly in bricf; the whele fubject, Man's
difobedience, and the lofs thereupon of Paradife wherein
be awas placed : Then touches the prime caufe of his fall,
the Serpent, or rather Satan in the Serpent ; who revolt-
ing from God, and drawing to his fide many legions of
Angelsy was by the command of God driven out of hea-
ven with all bis creaw into the great decp.  Which ation
paffed overs thepoem hafles into the midf} of things, pre-
fenting Satan ewith his angels now fallen into kelly de-
Seribed here, not in the centre (for Heaven and Earth
may be fuppofed as yet not made, certainly not yet accurf-
ed), but in a place of utter darknefs, fitlieft called Chaos :
Here Satan with bis Angels lying on the burning lake,
thunder flruck and aflonifbed, afier a certain fpace re-
covers, as from confufion, calls up him who next in order

 and dignity lay by bim : they confer of their miferablgfall.
Satan awakes bis legionsy avke lay till then in the fame
manner confounded : They rife, their numbers, array of
battle, their chicf leaders named, according to the idols
known aficravards in Canaan and the countries adjoin-
ing. Tothefe Satan directs his [peech, comforts them with
hope yet of regaining Heaven, but tells them laflly of a
new world and a' new kind of creature to be created, ac-

. cording to an ancient prophecy or report in heaven ; for
that Angels were long before this vifible creation was the
cpinion of many ancient Fathers,  To find out the truth
of this prophecy, and what to determine thereon, he refers
o a full council. What bis affaciates thence attempt.
Pandemonium, the palace of Satan, rifes, fuddenly built
out of the deep : the infernal peers there fit incouncil.:

F man’s firft difobedience, and the fruit .
Of that forbidden tree, whofe mortal tafke
Brought death into the world, and all our woe
C 2
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With lofs of Eden, till one greater Man
Reftore us and regain the blifsful fear, 5
Sing, heav’nly Mufe, that on the fecret top -

Of Oreb, or of Sinai, didft infpire ‘.

‘T'hat fhepherd who firft taught the chofen feed,

. Inthe beginning how the heavens and carth
Rofe out of Chaos ; or if Sion hill 10
Delight thee more, and Siloa’s brook that ﬂow’d
Faft by the oracle of Gop; I'thence
Invoke thy aid to my advent’ rous fong,

That with no middle flight intendsto foar
Above the Aonian mount; while it purfues. 1 4
Things unactempted yet in profe or rthyme.

- And chiefly thou, O Sp’rit, that doft prefer
Before all temples th’ upright heart and pure,.

. Inftru&@ me, for thou know’ft ; thou from the firft
WaR prefent; and with mighty wings outfpread, 29
Dove like, fatt’ft brooding on the vaft abyfs, -
And mad’ft it pregnant: what in me is dark,
Illumine : what is loft, raife and fupport ;

That to the height of this great . argument
1 may affert eternal providence, 28
And juftify the ways of Gop to man.

-§@y firlt, for heav’n hides nothing from thy view,
Nor the deep tra& of hell : fay firk what caufe
Mov’d our grand parents in that happy fate,

. Favour'd of heav’n fo highly, to fall off " 30
From their Creator, and tranfgrefs his will,

For one reftraint, lords of the world befides?

Who firft feduc’d them to that foul revolt ?

‘TL’ infernal ferpent; he it was, whofe guile,

Stirr’d up with envy and revenge, deceiv’d 35
"The mother of magkind, what.time his pride e
Had calt him out from heav’n, with all his hoft

Of rebel angels ; by whofe aid afpiring

‘To fct himfelf in glory ’bove his peers,

He trufted to have equall’d the Mot High, 40
If he oppos’d ; and with ambitious aim

Againft the throne and monarchy of Con

Rais’d impious war in heav’n and battle proud,
With vain attempt. Him the Almighty peyer
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Hurl’d headlong flaming from th’ etherial fky, 45
With hideous ruin and combultion, down )
‘To bottomlefs perdition, there to dwell
In adamantine chains and penal fire,
Who durft defy the Omnipotent to arms.
Nine times the fpace that meafures day and night §o
To mortal men, he with his horrid crew
Lay vanquifh’d rolling in the fiery gulf,
Confounded though immortal : but his doom
Referv’d him to more wrath ; for now the thought
Both of loft happinefs and lafling pain 5
Torments him. Round he throws his baleful eyes,
That witnefs’d hugd affliGtion and difmay '
Mix’d with obdurate pride and ftedfaft hate :
At once, as far as angels ken, he views
The difmal fituation wafte and wild ; 6o
A dungeon horrible on all fides round
As one great furnace flam’d ; yet from thofe fames
No light, but rather darknefs vifible
Serv’d only to difcover fights of woe,
Regions of forrow, doleful thades, where peace 65
. And reft can never dwell, hope never comes
That comes to all; but torture without end
.Still urges, and a fiery deluge, fed
With ever-burning fulphur unconfum’d :
Such place eterna%juﬂ.icc had prepar’d ' 70
. For thofe rcbellious, here their pris’n ordain’d
In utter darknefs, and their portion fet
As far remov’d from Gobp and light of heav’n,
As from the center thrice to th’ utmoft pole.
O how unlike the place from whence they fell! 75
There the compamions of his full, o’erwhelm’d
With floods and whirlwinds of tempeftuous fire,
He foon difcerns ; and welt’ring by his fide
One next himlelf in pow’s, and next in crime,
Long after known in-Palefline, and nam’d %3
Beelzebub. To whom th’ arch-enemy,
And thence in heav’n call’d Satan, with bold words
Dreaking the horrid filence thus began.

Ifthou beelt he 5 but, O how fal’'n! how chang’d
From him, who in the happy realms of Yight L3
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Cloth’d with tranfcendent brightnefs didft outfhine
Miriads though bright! if he whom mutual league,
United thoughts and counfels, equal hope

And hazard in the glorious enterprife, .
Join’d with me once; now mifery hath join’d 90
In equal ruin; into what pit thou feeft

From what height fall’n, fo much the ftronger prov’d
He with his thunder: and till then who knew

‘The force of thofe dire arms? Yet not for thofe,

Nor what the potent Vi&or in his rage Qs
Can elfe infli®, do 1 repent or change :

Though chang’d in outward lultre, that fix’d mind,
And high difdain from fenfe of injur’d merit,

That with the Mightieft rais’d me to contend ;

And to the fierce contention brought along 100
Innumerable force of {pirits arm’d,

That durft diflike his reign, and me preferring,

His utmoft pow’r with adverfe pow’r oppos’d

In dubious battle on the plains of heaven

And fhook his throne. What though the ficld be loft?
.All is not loft ; th’ unconquerable will, 106
And ftudy of revenge, immortal hate, :
And courage never to fubmit or yield,

And what is elfe not to be overcome ;

That glory never fhall his wrath or might 110
Extortfrom-me. To bow and fue for grace *
With fuppliant knee, and deify his power,

Who from the terror of this arm 1o late

Doubted his empire ; that were low indeed,

That were an ignominy’ and fhame beneath 11§
This downfal; fince by fate the ftrength of gods .
And his empyreal fubflance cannot fuil ;

Since through experience of this great event

In arms not worfe, in foreficht much advanc’d,

We may with more fuccefsful hape refolve 120 -
To wage by force or guile eternal war,
Irreconcileable to our grand foe,

Who now triumphs, and in the excefs of joy

Sole reigning holds the tyranny of heaven.

So fpake th’ apoftate angel, though in pain; 125

Vaunting aloud, but rack’d with dzep defpaie:
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And him thus anfiver’d foon his bold compeer.
O Prince, O chief of many throned powers,
That led th’ embattell’d feraphim to war,
Under thy condu, and in dreadful deeps 130
Fearlefs, endanger’d heav’n’s perpetual King,
And put to proof his high fupremacy,
‘Whether uplield by ftrength, or chance, or fate ;
Too well I fee, and rue tgc dire event,
That with fad overthrow and foul defeat 13§
Hath loft us heav’n, and all this mighty hoft
Ia horrible deftruétion laid thus low,
As far as gods and heav’nly eflences
Can perifh : for the mind and {p’rit remain,
Invincible, and vigour foon returns, . 140
‘Though all our glory’ extin&, and happy ftate
Here {fwallow’d up in endlefs mifery.
But what if he, our conqu’ror (whom I now
Of force believe Almighty, fince no lefs
‘Than fuch could have o’erpower’d fuch force as ours)
- Have left us thus our fp’rit and ftrength entire 146
Strongly to fuffer and fupport our pains :
That we may fo fuffice his vengeful ire,
Or do him mightier fervice as his thralls
By right of war, whate’er his bufinefs be 150
Here in the heart of hell to work in fire,
"Or do his errands in the gloomy deep;
What can it then avail, though yet we feel
Strerigth undiminifh’d, or eternal being
To undergo eternal punifhment ? 155
Whereto with fpeedy words th’ arth- fiend reply’d.
Fall’'n Cherub, to be weak is miferable
Doing or fuffering : but of this be fure,
To do ought good never will be our taik,
But ever to do ill our fole delight, 160
As bei’ng the contrary to his high will '
Whom we refift  If then his providence
Out of our evil feek to bring forth good,
Our labour muft be to pervert that end,
And out of good fill to find means of evil ; 165
Which oft-times may fucceed, fo as perhaps
Shall grieve him, if 1 fail not, and diturb
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His inmoft counfels from their deftin’d aim.

But fee the angry victor hath recall’d

His minifters of vengeance and purfuit i7e

Back to the gates of heaven : fulphurous hail

Shot after us in florm, o’erblown hath laid

The fiery furge, that from the precipice

Of heav’n recciv’d us fulling ; and the thurder~

Wing’d with red lightning and impetuous rage, 17§

Perhaps hath fpent his fhaits, and ceafes now

To bellow through the vaft and boundlefs deep.

Let us not {lip th’ occafion, whether fcorn,

Or fatiate fury yield it from our foe. .

Sccft thou yon dreary plain, forlorn and wild; 180

The feat of defolation, void of light, .

Save what the glimm’ring of thefe livid flames

Calts pale and dreadful? Thither let us tend

From off the tofling of thefe fiery waves ; _

There reft, if any reft can harbour there: 185

And reaflembling our afflicted powers,

Confult how we may henceforth moft offend

Qur enemy, our own lofs how repair,

How overcome this dire calamity,

What reinforcement we may gain from hope, 193¢

If not, what refolution from defpair.

Thus Satan talking to his neareft mate

With head uplift above the wave, and eyes

That {parkling blaz’d, his other parts befides

Prone on the flood, extended-loni and large 19§

Lay floating many a rood, in bulk as huge

As whom the fables name of monftrous gze,

I'itanian, or Earth born, that warr’d on Jove,

Briarcos or Typbon whom the den ,

By ancient Tarfus held, or that fea beaft 2009

L.eviathan, which Gob of all his works

Created hugeft that {wim the ocean fiream :

Him haply flumb’ring onthe Norway fcam- e

The pilot of fome fmall night founder’d fkiff IiSa

Deemifig fome ifland, oft, as feamen tell, zoﬁ

With fixed anchor on his fcaly rind

Moors by his fide under the lee, while night
dnvefis the fea, and withed morn delays
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8o fretch’d out huge in length the arch-fiend lay
Chain’d on the burning lake ; nor even thence 210
Had ris’n, or heav’d his head, but that the will
And high permiffion of all-ruling Heaven
Lett him at lurge to his own dark defigns ;
That with reiterated crimes he might
Heap on himfelf damnation, while he fought  21¢
Evil to others ; and enrag’d might fee
How all his. malice fer#’d but to bring forth
Infinite goodnefs, grace and mercy fhewn
Qn man by him feduc’d 3 but on himfelf
Treble confufion, wrath and vengeance pour’d. 210
Forthwith upright he rears from off the pool
His mighty ftature : on each hand the flames
Driv’n birckward flope their pointing fpears, and roll’d
In billows, leave i’ th’ midit a horrid vale.
Then with expanded wings he feers his flight 23§
Aloft, incumbent on the Jdufky air,
‘That felt unufual weight ; till on dry land
He lights, if it werefand that ever burn’d
With folid, as the lake with liquid firs;
And fuch appear’d in hue, as when the force 230
Of fubteiranean wind tranfports a hill .
Torn from Pelorus, or the fhatter’d fide
Of thund’ring Atna, whofe combuftible
And fuell’d entrails thence conceiving fire,
Sublim’d with mineral fury, aid the winds, 23§
And leave a2 finged bottom all involv’d
Witb ftench and fmoke : fuch refting found the fole
Of unblefs’d feet. Him follow’d his next mate,
Both glorying to have ’fcap’d the Stygiun flood -
As gods, and by their own recover’d ftrength, 240
Not by the fufferance of fupernal power,
Is this the region, this the foil, the clime,
Said then the loft arch-angel ? this the feat
+ That we muft change for heav’n, this mou: aful gloom
7 For that celeftial light ? Be’ it fo, fince he, 245
i} T . . . -
"W ho now is fov’reign can difpofe and bid
What fhall be right : fartheft from him is bef,
Whom reas’on hath equall’d, force hath made fupretha
Above his equals, Farewell happy fields,
. D
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Where joy for ever dwells : hail horrors, hail 250
Infernal world, and thou profoundeft hell -
 Receive thy new pofleffor ; one who brings
A mind not to be chang’d by place or time.
T'he mind is its own place, and in itfelf
Cart make a heav’n of hell, ahell of heav’n. 258
What matter where, if I be ftill the fame,
And what T fhould be, all but-lefs than he
Whom thunder hath made-greater ? Here at laft
We fhall be free: th’ Almighty hath not built
Here for his envy, will not drive us hence : - 260
Here we may reign fecure, and in my choice
To reign is worth ambition, though in hell :
Better o reign in hell, than ferve in heaven.
But whercfore let we then our faithful friends,
Th’ affociates and co- partners of our lofs 265
Lie thus aftonifh’d on th’ oblivious pool,
And call them not to fhare with us their part
In this unhappy manfion, or once more
With rallied arms to try what may be yet
Regain’d in heav’n, or what more loftin hell? 270
So Satan {pake, and him Beelzebub
Thus anfwer’d. Leader of thefe armies bright,
Which but th’ Omnipotent none could have foil’d,
If once they hear that voice, their livelieft pledge
Of hope in fears and dangers, heard fo oft 2758
In worft extrefnes, and on the perilous edge
Of battle when it rag’d, in all affaults,
Their furcft fignal, they will foon refume
New courage and revjve, though now they lie
Groveling and proftrate on yon lake of fire, 280
As we erewhile, aftounded and amaz’d, - ‘
No wonder, fall’'n fuch a perricious height.
He fcarce had ceas’d when the fuperior fiend
Was moving tow’ard the fhore ; his pond’rous fhield,
Ethereal temper, mafly, large and round, 285
Behind him caft; the broad circumference
Hung on his fhoulders like the moon. whofe orb
Through optic glafs the Tufcan artift views
At evening from the top of Fefolé,
Or in Valdarno, to defcry new lands, 299
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Rivers or mountains in her fpotty globe.

His {pear, to equal which the taleft pine

Hewn on Norwegian hills, to be the maft

Of fome great admiral, were but a wand,

Fle walk’d with to fupport uneafy fteps 29§
Over the burning marl, (not like thofe fteps -

On heaven’s azure), and the torrid clime

Smote on him fore befides, vaulted with fire.
Nathlefs he {o endur’d, till on the beach

Of that inflamed fea ke ttood. and call’l 3¢9
His legions, angel-forrhs, who lay intranc’d

Thick as autumnal leaves that frow th: brooks

In Vallombrofa, where th’ Etrurian fhades

High over arch'd imbow’r; or fcatter’d {=dge
Afloat, when with fierce winds Orion arm’d 30§
Hath vex’d the Red-fea coalt, whofe waves o’erthrew
Buliris and his Memphian cavalry,

While with perfidious hatred they purfu’d

“The fojourners of Gofhen, who beheld

From the fafe thore their floating tarcafes 310
And broken chariot wheels : fo thick beftrown,
Abje& and loft lay thefe, covering the flood, ’
Under amazement of their hideous change.

He call’d fo loud, that all the hollow decp

Of hLell refounded. Princes, potentates, 315
Wariors, the flow’r of heav’n, once yours, now loll
If fuch aftonithment as this can feize

Eternal {p’rits ; or hive ye chos’n this place

Afteér the toil of battle to repofe

Your wearied virtue, for the eafe you find 320
T'o flumber here, as in the valss of heav’n?

Or in this abje& pofture have ye fworn

‘f” adore the conqueror ? who now heholds

Cherub and Secraph rolling in the flond

With fcatter’d arms and enfigns, till anon 32§
His {wift puifuers from heav’n-gates difcern

Th’ advantage, and defcending tread us down

Thus drooping, or with linked thunderbolts

Transfix us to the bottom of this gulph.

Awaks, arifs, or be for ever fall’n. 220

- They heard, and were abafl’d, and up t\\t‘g {prong,

D2

i
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‘To do him wanton rites, which coft them wos. :
Yet thence his Juftful orgies he enlarg’d 415
Ev’n tothat hill of fcandal, by the grove

Of Moloch homicide ; luit hard by hate ;

Till good Jofiah drove them thence to hell.

With thefc came they, who from the bord’ring flood
Of old Euphrates, to the brook that parts 420
Egyptfrom Syrian ground, had general names

Ot Baalim and Afhtaroth ; thofe male,

Thefe feminine. For {pirits when they pleale

Can cither fex aflume, or both ; fo foit

And uncompounded is their eflence pure ; 4285 -
Not ti’d or manacled w'th jcint or limb,

Nor founded on the brittle #irength of bones,

Like cumbrous flefh ; butin what thape they chufe
Dilated or condens’d, bright or obfcure,

Cap execute their airy purpofes, 4309
And works of love or enmity fulfil.

For thofe the race of Ifrael oft forfook

‘Their living ftrength, and unfrequented left

His righteous altar, bowing lowly down

To beftial gods : for which their heads as low 43y
Bow’d down in battle, funk before the {pear

Of defpicable foes. With thefe in troop

Came Aftoreth, whom the Pheenicians call’d
Aftarte, queen of heav’n, with crefcent horns ;

. To which bright image nightly by the moon 440
Sidonixn virgins paid their vows and fongs ;

In Sion alfo not unfung, where ftood

Her temple on th’ offenfive mountain, built

By that uxorious king, whofe heurt, though large,
Beguil’d by fair idolatrefics, fell 445-
‘Toidols foul. ‘Thammuz came next behind,

Whefe annual wound in Lebanon allur’'d

‘I'he Syrtan damfels to lament his tate

Tn amorons ditties all a fommer’s day ;

While fmooth Adonis from his native rock 459
Ran purple to the fea, fuppos’d wiih blood

Of Tharomuz yearly wounded : the love-tale .
Infe&ed Sion’s daughters with like heat;

Whote wanton paliions in the facred porch
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Ezekiel faw, when, by the vifion led, 455
His eye furvey’d the dark idolatries

Of alienated Judah. Next came one,

Who mourn’d in earneft, when the captive ark

- Maim’d his brute image, head and hands lopt off

In his own temple, on the grunf:l edge, 460
Where ke fell lat, and tham’d his worthippers =
Dagon his name, fea monfter, upward man

And downward fith : yet bad his temple high

Rear’d iz Azotus, dreaded tiirough the coatt

Of Paleftine, in Gath, and Afculon, 465
And Accaron, and Gaza’s frontier-bounds.

Him follow’d Rimmon, whofe delightful fzat

Was fair Damafcus, on the fertile banks

Of Abbana and Pharphar, lu-id ftreams.

He alfo ag.inft the houfe of Gop was bold : 47
A leper once he loft, and gain’d a king

Ahaz, his fottith conqu’ror, whom he drew

Gon’s altar to difparage, and difplace,

For one of Syrian mode, whereou to burn

His odious ofi’rings, and adore the gods 175
Whom he had vanquith’d. After thef: appear’d

A crew, who under names of cld renown,

Ofiris, !(is, Orus, and thzir train.

With monftrous thapes and forceries abus’d

Fanatic Egypt, and her pri- s, to feek 4%
Their wand’ring gods difguis’d in brutifh forms,
Rather than human. Nor did Iir’el *fcape

Th’ infe&ion, when their borrow’d gald compos’d
The calt in Oreb ; and the rebel king

Doubled that fin in Bethei and in Dun, 485
Lik’ning his Muker to the pruzed oy,

Jehovah ; who in one night, when lic pafs’d

From Egypt marching, equall’d with one ftroke -
Both her tirit-born und all her bleating gods.

Belial came laft, thun whom a fp’rit more lewd 490
Fell not from Leaven, or more arofs to love

Vice for itfell : to him no temple ftood

Or altdr finok®d ; yet who more oft than he

In temples and at altars. when the prizft

Turns atheid, as did LI’s {2ns, who flvd A9%



“ PARADISE LOST. Boox L

That fought at Thebes and Ilium, on each fide

Mix’d with auxiliar gods ; and what refounds

In fable or romance of Uther’s fon 58

Begirt with Britith and Armoric knights ;

And all who fince, baptiz’d or infidel,

Joufted in Afpramont ‘or Montalban,

Damafco, or Morocco, or Trebifond 3 -

Or whom Biferta fent from Afric fhore, 585

When Charlemain with all his peerage fell

By Fontarabbia.- Thus far thefe beyond

Compare of mortal prowefs, yet obferv’d

Their dread commander : he, above the reft

In fhape and gefture proudly eminent, . 590

Stood like a tow’r ; his form had yet not loft -

- All her original brightnefs, nor appear’d

Leis than arch-angel ruin’d, and th’ excefs

Of glory obfcur’d : as when the fun newris’n

Looks through the horrizontal mifty air ' 595

Shorn of his beams : or from behind the moon,

In dim eclipfe, difaftrous twilight fheds .

On half the nations, and. with fear of change

Perplexes monarchs. Darken’d fo,. yet thone -

Above them all th” arch angel : but his face ©  6oo
+ Deep fcars of thunder had entrench’d, and care

Sat on his faded cheek, but under brows

Of dauntlefs courage, and confiderate pride

Waiting revenge : cruel his eye, but caft

Signs of remorfe and paffion to behold " 60§

‘The fellows of his crime, the foll’wers rather,

(Far other once beheld in blifs,) condemn’d

For ever now to have their lot in pain ;

Millions of fpirits for his fault amerc’d

Of heav’n, and from eternal fplendours flung 610

For his revolt ; yet faithful how they ftood,

Their glory wither’d: as when heav’n’s fire

Hah {cath’d the foreft-oaks, or mountain pines,

With finged top their ftately growth. though bare,

Stands on the blafted heath. He now prepar’d 613

'To fpeak ; whereat their doubled ranks they bend

From wing to wing, and half inclofe him round

wWith all his peers : attention held him mute.
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Thrice he eflay’d, and thrice, in fpite of fcorn,
‘T'sars, fuch as angels weep, burft forth; at lat 620
Word: interwove with fighs found out their way.

O myriads of immortal {p’rits, O powers
M:tchlefs. but with th’ Almighty ; and that firife
‘Was not inglorious, though th’ event was dire,

As this place teltifies, and this dire change, 623
Hateful to utter : but what pow’r of mind,
Forefeeing or. prefaging, from the depth
Of knowledge paft or prefent, could have fear’d,
How fuch nnited force of gods, how fuch
As ftood like thefe, could ever know repulfe? 630
For who can yer believe, though after lofs,
‘Thrt all thefe puiffant legions, whofe exile
Hath emptied heav’n, fhall fail to reafcend,
8elf rais’d, and repoflfs their native feat?
Tor me be witnefs all the hoft of heav’n 635
If counfels different, or danger fhunn’d
By me, have loft our hopes  But he who reigns
Monarch in heav’n, till then as one fecure
Sat on his throne, upheld by old repute,
Confent or cuftom, and his regal ftate : 640
Put forth at full, but ®ill his frength conceal’d,
Which tempted our attempt, and wronght our fall.
Honceforth his might we know, and know our own ;
So as not either to provoke, or dread
New war, provok’d ; our better part remains, 64§
To work inclo : defign, by fraud or guile,
What force effected not : that he no lefs
At length from us may find, who overcomes
By force, hath overcome but half his foe.
Space may produce new worlds ; whereof forife 650
There went a fame in heav’n, that he cre long
Intended to create, and therein plant

- A generation, whom his choice regard
Should favour equal to the fons of heaven ;
Thither, if but to pry, fhall be perhaps 653
Our firft eruption, thither or elfewhere :
For this infernal pit fhall never hold
Celeftial fp’rits in bondage, nor th’ aby%
“Loug uader darknefs cover. Butthcie thouglts

: Ea .
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Sheer o’er the cryftal battlements ; from morn
v 'To noon he tell, from noon to dewy eve, -
A tummer’s day ;. and with the fetting fun
Daopt from th: Zenith like a falling ftar,
On lL.emnos th’ Eyean ifl:: thus they relate,
Erring ; tor he with this rebellious rout
Feil long before : nor ought avail’d him now
*I” have built in heav’n high tow’rs ; dor did he *fcap
By.aH his engjnes, but was headl ing fent 75
‘With all his induftr-ous crew to build in hell.
Mean-whil. the winge. heralds by command
Of fov’reign pow’r, with awful ceremony -
And trumpets found, througheut the hoit proclaim
A folemn council forthwith to be held 75
At P:ndemonium, the high capiral
*~ Of Satan and his peers : their fummons call’d
From ev’ry band and fquared regiment
By place or choice the worthieft ; they anon
With hundreds, and with thoufands, trooping ‘came
Attended : all accefs was throng’d. the gates 76
"And porches wide, but chief the fracious hall
( 'hough like a cover’d ficld, where champions bold
Waont ride in arm’d. and at the Soldan’s chair
Defi’d the beit of Panim chivalry 76,
To mortal combat, or career with lance)
Thick fwarm’d, both on the ground and in the air
Brufh’d with the hils of ruffling wings. .As bees
In fpring time, when the fun with Taurus rides,
Pour forth their populous yonth ahout the hive 776
In clulters ; they among frefh dews and flowers
Fly to and fro, or on the finoo:hed plank,
‘The fuburb of their ftraw. built citadel,
New rubb’d with balm, cxpatiate and confer
New Rate-affairs.  So thick the airy crowd 773
Swarm’d and were ftraiten’d ; tiil the fignal giv’n,
Behold a wonder ! they but now who feem’d
In ‘ignefs to furpafs earth’s giant fons,
Now lefs than fmaileft dwarfs, in narrew room
‘Throng numberlefs, like that Pvgmeoan race 78¢
Beyond the Indian mount ; or fury elves,
}  Whaolc midnizht-revels by n forentide,
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- Or fountain, fome belated peafant fees,

Or dreams h: fees ; while ov:rhead the moon

_Sits arbitrefs, and nearer to the earth 785

Wheels her pale courfe; they on their mirth and dam.e
Intent, with Jocund mufic charm his ear ;

At once with joy.and fear his h:art rehounds.

Thus incorporeal fp’rits to fmalleft forms .

F Reduc’d their thapes immenfe, and were at large, 790

Though without number Rill, amidft the h.l.ll

Of that infernal court. But far within.

And in their own dimenfions like themfclves,

The great Seraphic lordstnd Cherubim

In clofs recefs and fecret ¢onclave fat, + 795
A thoufand demi gods on golden feats,

- Frequent and full.” After fhort filence then,

Aud fummons read, the great confult began.

Exp of Tue Tirst Boox.
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Tue ARGUMENT.

f ﬂti‘mﬁz[taﬁm begun, Satan debates whether anether bat-
Me be to be bazarded fir the recovery of heaven ; Sforwe
advife it, others diffuade A third propsfal is preferred,
mentioned before by Satan, to fearch the truth of that
prophecy or tradition in heaven concerning another world,
and another kind of creature, equal, or not mach inferior
$0 themfelves, about this time to be created : Their doubt
. awho fhall be fent on this difficult fearch: Satan theirm

_ ebief undertakes alone the voyage, is honoured and ap-
plauded.  The ccuncil thus ended, the refl betake them
Jeveral ways, and to feveral employments, as their in-
clinations lead them, to entertain the time till Satan re-
turn. He paffes on bis journey to hell gates, finds them
JShut, and ewho fat there to guard them, by whom at
length they are opened, and difcovered to him the great
gulph betoween hell and bheaver ; with what difficulty ke
paffes through, diretted by Chaos, the prwer of that placey
20 the fight of this new aworld which be fought.

TIGH on a throne of royal ftate, which far
Outfhone the wealth of Ormus and of [nd,

Or where the gorgeous Eaft with richeft hand
Show’rs on her kings barbaric pearl and gold,

Satan exalted fat, by merit rais’d g
‘T'o that bad eminence ; and from defpair

Thus high vplifted beyond hope, afpires

Beyond thus high ; infatiate to purfue

Vain war with heav’n; and, by fuccels untaught,
His proud imaginations thus difplay’d. 10

Pow’rs and dominions, deities of heav’n ;

For fince no deep within her gulf can hold

1mmortal vigour, though opprefs’d and fall’n,

I give not heav’n for loft. From this defcent
Ccleftial virtues rifing, will appear 1
More glorious and more dread than from no f),
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' And truft themfelves to fear-no fecond fate."
Me though juft right, and the fix’d laws of heav’n
Did firft create your leader ; next, free choice ;
‘With what befides, in council or in fight,

~ Hath been atchiev’d of merit ; yet this lofs,
Thus far at leaft recover’d, hath much more
Eftablifh’d in 2 fafe unenvi’d throne,

Yielded with full confent. The happier ftate
In heav’n, which follows dignity, might draw -
Envy from each inferior : but who here
Will envy whom the higheft place expofes
Foremott to ftand againft the Thund’rer’s aim,
Your bulwark, and condemns to greateft fhare
Of endlefs pain ! Where there is then no good
For which to ftrive, no firife can grow up there
From faction: for none fure will claim in hell
Precedence ; none, whofe portion is fo fmall
Of prefent pain, that with ambitious mind
‘Will covetmore. With this advantage then
'To union, and firm faith. and firm accord,
More than can be in heav’n, we now return
To claim our juft inheritance of old,,
Surer to profper than profperity
Could have aflur’d us ; and by what beft way,
Whether of open war or covert guile,
We now debate : who can advife may {peak.
He ceas’d ; and next him Moloch, fcepter’d king,
Stood up, the ftrongeft and the fierceft fp’rit

a0
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"That fought in heav’n. now fiercer by defpair. 45

His truft was with th® Eternal to basdeem’d
Equal in firength ; and rather than be lefs,
Car’d not to be at all ; with that care loft
‘Went all his fear : of Gob, or hell, or worfe

He reck’d not : and thefe words thereafter fpake. §0

My fentence is for open war : of wiles,
More unexpert, 1 boatt not : them let thofe
Contrive who need ; or when they need, not now.
For while they fit contriving, fhall the refl,

Millions that ftand in arms, and long wait 55

The fignal to afcend, fit ling’ring here
Fleav’n’s fugitives, and for their dwelling Place
Accept this dark opprobrious den of faame,
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The prifon of his tyranny who reigns

By our delay 2 No, let us rather choofe, 6o
Arm’d with hell flames and fury, all at once

O’er heav’n’s high tow’rs to force refiltlefs way,
Turning our tortures into horrid arms

A gain(t the torturer ; when to meet the noife

Ofg his Almighty engine he fhall Lear . 65
Infernal thunder : and for lightning, fee

Black fire and horror fhot with equal rage

Among his Angels: and his throne itfelf

Mix’d with Tartarian {ulphur, and ftrange fire,

His own invented torments. But perhaps 70
The way feems difficult and fteep to fcale

With upright wing agairit a higher foe.

Let fuch bethink them, if the flzepy drench

Of that forgetful lake benumb not ftill,

That in our proper motion we afcend 15
Up to our native feat : defcent and fall

‘I'o us is adverfe. Who but felt of late,

When the fierce foe hung on our broken rear
Infulting, and purfu’d us through the deep,

With what compulfion and laborious flight 8o
We funk thus low ? The afcent is eafy then ;

Th’ eventis fear’d ; fhould we again provoke

Our ftronger, fome worfe way his wrath may find
To our deftru&ion ; if there bein hell

Fear to be worfe deftroy’d. What can be worfe 8§
Than to dwell here, driv’n out from blifs, condemn’d
In this-abhorred deep to utter woe ;

Where pain of unextinguifhable fire

Mutlt exercife us without hope of end,

‘The vaffals of his anger, when the fcourge . 90
Inexorably, and the torturing hour

Calls us to penance? More deftroy’d than thus,

We fhould be quite abolith’d, and expire.

What fear we then? What doubt we to incenfe

His utmolt ire ? which to the height.enrag’d  ¢o¢
Will either quite confume us, and reduce

To nothing this effential ; happier far,

Than miferable to have eternal being <

Or if our fubftance be indeed divine,
And cannot ceafe to be, we are at workk o0

F 2
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On this fide nothing ; and by proof we feel
Our pow’r fufficient to difturb his heav’n,
And with perpetual inroads to alarm,
Though inacceffible, his fatal throne:
Which, if not vi&ory, is yet revenge.
He ended frowning, and his look denoune’d
Defp’rate revenge, and battle dahgerous
‘To lefs than gods  On th’ other fide uprofe
Belial, in a& more graceful and humane :
A fairer perfon loft not heav’n; he feem’d !
For digmity compos’d, and high exploit :
Bat all was falfe and hollow ; though his tongue
Dropt manna, and could make the worfe appear
‘The better reafon, to perplex and dafh
Matureft counfels: for his thoughts werelow; 1
To vice induftrious, but to nobler deeds
Timorous and flothful : yet he pleas’d the ear,
And with perfuafive accent thus began.
I thould be much for open war, O peers,
As not behind in hate ; if what was urg’d 1
Main reafon to perfuade immediate war,
Did not diffuadé me moft, and feem to caft
Ominous conje&ure on the whole fuccefs ; .
. When he who moft excels in a& of arms,
In what he counfels, and in what excels, 1
Miftruftful. grounds his courage on defpair
And utter diffolution. as the fcope
Of all his aim, after fome dire revenge.
Firft, what revenge ? The tow’rs of Heav’n are fll'
With armed watzh, that render all accefs 1
Impregnable : oft on the bord’ring deep
Incamp their legions ; or with obfcure wing,
Scout far and wide into the realm of night,
Scorning furprife.  Or could we break cur way
By force, and at our heels all Hell fhould rife 1
‘With blackeft infurre&ion. to confound
Heav’n’s pureft light ; yet our great enemy,
" All uncorruptible, would on his throne
Sit unpolluted ; and th’ etherial mold,
Incapgble of ftain, would foon expel X
Fer mifchief, and purge off the bafer fire,
' - ¥iGorious. Thus repuls’d, our final hope
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Isflat defpair ; we muft exafperate
Th’ almighty vi&or to fpend all his rage,
And that mult end us: that muft be our cure, 14§
Tobe no more. Sad cure! for who would lofe,
Though full of pain, this intelleGual being,
Thofe thoughts that wander though eternity,
To perith rather, fwallowed np and init
In the wide womb of uncreated night, 150
Devoid of fenfe and motion ? and who knows,
Let this be good, whether our angry foe
Can give it, or will ever ? how he can,
Is doubtful ; that he never will. is fure.
Will he. fo wife, let loofe at once his ire, 155
Belike through impotence, or unaware,
To give his enemies their with, and end
“Lhem in his anger, whom his anger faves,
To punifh endlefs ? wherefore ceale we then?
Say they who counfel war; we are decreed, 160
Referv’d. and deitin’d to eternal woe ; :
atever doing, what can we fuffer more ?
What can we fuffer worfe ? Is this then worft,
us fitting, thus confulting, thus in arms?
W!llt, when we fled amain, purfu’d and fliruck 16§
With heav’n’s afli@ing thunder ; and befought
The deep to thelter us? this hell then feem’d
A tefuge from thofe wounds : or when we lay
Chain’d on the burning lake, that fure was worfe.
What if the breath that kindled thofe grim fires, 170
Awak’d, thould blow theny into {ev'nf%,l-d rage,
Ang plunge us in the flames? or, from above,
Oheuld intermi ted vengeance arm again
15 red right hand to plague us! what if ail .
¢r ftores were open’d, and this firmament 17§
hell theuld fpout her cataras of fire,
Mpendent horrors, threat’ning hideous fall
ne day upon our heads ; while we perhaps
Deﬁgning or exhorting glorious war, -
Caught in 2 fiery tempeit thall be hurl’d 18
ach on his rock transfix’d, the {port and play
wracking whirlwinds ; or for ever funk
“nder yon boiling ocean, wrapt in chains,
#7%¢re to converfe with everlafting grounsy
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Unrefpited, unpitied, unrepriev’d, - 185
Ages of hopelefs end ? this would be worfe.
War therefore, epen or conceal’d, alike
My voice diffaades ; for what can force or guile
With him,or who deceive his mind, whofe eye
Views all things at one view ? he from heav’n’s height
All thefe our motiuns vain, fees and derides; 19t
Not more almighty to refift our might
Than wife to fruftrate all oyr plots and wiles.
Shall we then live thus vile, the race of heav’n
‘Thus trampled, thus expell’d, to fuffer here 195
, Chains and thefe torments? Better thete than worfe,
By my advice ; fince fate inevitable ~
Subdues us, and omnipotent decree,
'The vitor’s will. To fuffer, as to o,
Our ftrength is equal, nor the law unjuft 208
" ‘I'hat fo’ordains : this was at firft refolv’d, )
¥ we were wife againft {o great a foe
Contcndm and fo doubtful what might fall.
1 laugh, when thofe who at the fpear are bold
And vent’rous, if that f:il them, fhrink, and fear, 205'
What yet they know mutt follow, to endure’.
Ezxile or ignominy’, or bonds, or pam,
‘The fentence of their conqu’ror : this is now
Our doom ; which if we can fultain and bear,
Our fupreme fos in time may much remit 210
His amger : and perhaps thus far remov’d, :
No: mind us not offending, fatisfi’d
With what is punith’d ; whence thefe raging ﬁrel
Will flacken, if his breath fir not their flames. -
Our purer effence then will overcome 21§
Their noxicus vapour ; or inur’d, not feel ;
Or chang’d at length, and to the place conform’d
In temper. and in nature, will receive
Familiar the fierce heat, and void cf pain;
This horror will grow mild, this durknefs light ; 220
Befides what hope the never ending flight
Of future days may bring. what chance, what change
Worth wuiting ? fince our prefent lot appears
For happr, thou gh butill ¢ for ill, not worlt ;
If we procure not to ourfelves more woe. 213

Thus Belial with words clotl’d in t:‘ism s g
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ifell’d ignoble eafe, and peaceful floth, w
peace ; and after him thus Mammone{pake.
ther to difenthrone the King of heav’n
war, if war be beft, or to regain .
own right loft ; him to unthrone we then
hope, when everlalting Fate fhall yield
ickle Chance, and Chaos judge the firife:
former vain to hope, argues as vain
latter : for what place can lie for us 23§
tin heav’n’s bounds, unlef: heav’n’s Lorp fupreme
sverpow’r ? Suppofe he fhould relent,

publifh grace to all, on promife made

ew fubje@tion ; with what eyes could we

d in his prefence humble,sand receive 240

t lawis impos’d, to celebrate his throne

1 warbled hymns, and to his gochead fing

’d Halleluiahs ; while he lordly fits

envied fov’reign, and his altar breathes

rofial odours and ambrofial flowers, 245 -
fervile offcrings? This muft be our tafk N
:av’n, this our delight ; how wearifome .

nity fo fpent in worthip paid

hom we hate! Let us not then purfue,

rce impofiible, by leave obtain’d, 250"
:ceptable, though in heav’n, our ftate

lendid vaffalage ; but ratherfeek

own good from ourfelves, and from our own

to ourfelves, though in this vaft recefs,

» and to none accountable, preferring 2355

1 liberty before the ealy yoke

rvile pomp. OQur greatnefs will appear

1 moft corfpicuous, when great things of finall,

1l of hurtful, profp’rous 6f adverfe.

:an create ; and in what place foe’er 260
ve under ev’il, and work eafe out of pain,

ugh labour and endurance. - This deep world
arknefs do we dread ? How oft amidft

k clouds and dark doth Heav’n’s all-ruling Sire
fe to refide. his glory unobfcur’d, 265
with the majefty of darknefs round

rs his throne ; from whence deep thunders oty
ring their rage, and heav'n refembles heldl

z3®
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As he our darknefs, cannot we this light :
Imitate when we pleafi 2 This defert [oil 270
Wants not her hidden luftre, gems and gold ;.

Nor want we fkill or art, from whence to raife
Magnificence ; and what can heav’n fhow mnore?
Our torments alfo may in length of time s
Become our elements ; tirele piercing fires . 27§
As foft as now fevere, our temper chang’d

Into their temper ; which mult needs remove

‘The fentibilty of pain.  All things invite

T'o peaceful counfels, and the fettled ftate .

Of order, how in fafety beft we may 28a
Compofe our prefent evils, with regard

Of what we are, and wiere ; difmifling quite

All thoughts of war. Ye have what I advife.

He fcarce had finifh’d, when fuch murmur 61i°d
Th’ affembly, as when hollow rocks retain 28y
‘The found of blu¥’ring winds, which all night long
Had rous’d the fca, now with hoarfe cadence lull
Seafaring men’o’erwatch’d, whofe bark by chance,
Or pinnace, anchors in a craggy bay
After the tempeft : fuch applanfe was heard 29¢
As Mammon ended, and his fentence pleas’d,
Advifing peace ; for fich another field

_They dreaded worfe than hell: fo much the fear
Of thunder and the fword of Michael
Wrought flill within them; and no lefs defire 295
‘To found this nether empire, which might rife,
By policy, and leng procefs of time, .~ .
In emulation oppolite to Heav’n.
Which when Beelzebub perceiv’d, than whom,
Satan except, none higher fat, with grave 3oc
Afp=& he rofe, and in his riting feem’d
A pillar of ftate; deep on his tront ingraven
Deliberation fat, and publu carc ;
And princcly counfel in his face yet fhone,
Majeftic though in ruin: fage he ftood 305
With Atlantean fhoulders fit to bear
Th: weight of migntieft mcnarchies ; his look
Drew audiznce and attention {till as night,

Or fummer’s noon-tide air, while thns he {pake,
Zhsones apd imperial pow’rs, offspring ol hean"n,

-
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Ethereal virtues ; or thefe titles now 31t
i Mult we renounce, and changing ftyle, be call’d -
. Princes of hell ; for fo the popular vote
Inclines, here to continue, and build up here
. Agrowing empire ; doubtlefs while we dream, 31§
And know not that tMing of heav’n hath doom’d
This place ou;?ﬂgcon ; notour fafe retreat
 Beyond his poefnt arm to live exempt
F' Fromheav’n’s high jurifdiction, in new league
- Banded againft his throne; but to remain. 320
s Inftricteit bondage, though thus far remov’d,
Under th’ inevitable curb, referv’d .
His captive multitude : for he, be fire, )
' height or depth, ftill firft and laft will reign )
+  Soleking, and of his kingdom lofe no part 32§
F By our revolt : but over hell extend
]
3

-

Y

His empire and with iron fceptre rule
Ushere, as with his golden thofe in heav’n.
t fit we then projeing, peace and war? o
" War hath determin’d us, and foil’d withlofs 338
* Irreparable ;_terms of peace yet none
Vouchfaf’d or fought; for what peace will be giv'n
To us infl.v’d, but cuftody fevere, :
And ftripes, and arbitrary punifhment | o
Inflited ? and what peace can we return, . 33§
Bt to our pow’r, hoftility, and hate, .
Unatam’d relucance, and revenge, though flow,
Yet ever plotting how the conqu’ror leaft
May reap his conqueft, and may leaft rejoice
In doing what we mott in fuffering feel ? 340
Nor will occafion want, nor thall we need
Wi:h dang’rous expedition to invade. .
Heav’n, whofe high walls fear no affanlt or fiege,
Or ambuth from the deep.. What if we find .
Some eaficr enterprife? There is a place, 345
(If anicient and prophetic fame in heav’n
Err not), another world, the happy feat
Of fome new race call’d Man, about this time
To be created like to us, though lefs .
In pow’r and excellence, but favour’d more 280
Of him who rules above ; o was his will
Fronounc’d among the gods, and by an oaxh,
G .
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That fhook heav’n’s whole circumference, confirm'
Thither let us bend all our thoughts, to learn
What creatures there inhabit. ot what mould
Or fubftance, how endu’d, and what their power,
And where their weaknefs, how attempted beft,
By force or fubtlety. Though heav’n be thut,
And heav'n’s high Arbitrator fitfecw 2
In his own ftrength, this place may lie expos’d.
The utmoit border of his kingdom, left
To their defence whohold it : here perhaps
Some advantageous ad& may be atchiev’d
By {udden oniet, either with hell fire
To wafte his whole creation ; or poflefs
All as our own, and drive, as we were driven,
The puny inbabitants ; or if not drive,
Seduce them to our party, that their Gop
May prove their foe, and with repenting hand
Abolifh his own works. This would furpafs
Common revenge, and interrupt his joy
In our confufion, and our joy upraife
In his difturbance ; when his darlmg Yons,
Hurl’d headlong to partake with us, tha]l curfe
Their trail original, and faded blifs,
Faded fo foon. Advifeif this bs worth
Attemnpting, or to fit in darknefs here
Hatching vain empires. Thus Beelzebub
Pleaded his devilith counfel, firft devis’d
By Satan, and in part propos*d: for whence,
But from the author of all ill, could fpring
So deep a malice, to confound the race
Of mankind in one root, and earth with hell
To mingle and wvolve, done all to fpite
‘The great Creator ! But their {pite [tiil ferves
His glory to augment. ‘The bold defign
Pleas’d highly thofe infernal fates, and joy
Sparkled in ail their eyes ; with full affent
They vote : whereathis {peech hethus renews.
Well have ye judg’d, well ended long debate,
Synod of gods, and, like to what ye are,
Great things refolv’d, which from the loweft deep
Wil once more lift us up, in fpite of fare,
Nearer our ancient {cat ; ‘perbups mview



tals

”n

AT

TV s e

Booxk IL "PARADISE LOS§T. st

Of thofe bright confines whence, with neighb’ring arms
And opportune excurfions, we may chance 396
Re-enter heav’n ; or clle in fome mild zone

Dwell not unvifited of heav’n’s fair light,

Becure and at the bright’ning orienc beam

Purge off this gloom : the foit dclicious air, 400
To heal the fcar of thofe corrofive fires,

Shall breathe her balm. But firlk whom fhall we fend

In fearch of this new world ; whom fhall we find

Sufficient 2 who fhall tempt with wand’ring feet

The dark unbottom’d, infinite abyfs, 408

And through the palpable obfcure find out

His uncouth wuy, or fpread his airy flight

Upborne with undefatigable wings —, ©

Over the vaft abrupt, ere he arrive

The happy ifle? What ftrength, what art can then
8uffice, or what evafion bear him ffe 412
Through the Itrict fenteries and ftations thick

Of Angels watching round ? Here he had need

All circumfpe&ion, and we now no lefs

Choice i our fuffrage ; for on whom we fend, 415
The weight of all and our laft hope relies.

This (gid, he fat ; and expe&@ation held

His look fufpenfe, awaiting who appear’d

‘I'o fecond, or oppofe, or undertake

The perilous atgempt : but all fat mute, 429
Pond’ring the danger with deep thoughts, and each
In other’s count’nance read his own ditmay,
Aftonifh’d. None among the choice and prime

Of thofe heav’n-warring champions could bs found
So hardy, as to proffer, or accept - 428
Alone the dreadful voyage; till at lafk

Satan, whom now tranfcendent glory rais’d

Above his fellows, with monarchal pride,

Confcious of higheft worth, unmov’d, thus fpake.

O progeny ot heav’n, empyrial thrones, T 439

With reafon hath deep filence and demur

Seiz’d us, though undifmai’d : long is the way

And hard, that out of hell leads up to light :

Our prifon firong ; this huge convex of fire,
Outrageous to devour, immures us round A%
Ninetold; aad gates of burning adamant

G 2
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Barr’d over us, prohibit all eprefs.
‘Thefe pafs’d, if any pafs, the void profound
Cf uneflential night receives him next )
Wide gaping, and with utter lofs of being 440
‘Threatens him, plung’d in that abortive gulf, - -
If thence he *fcape into whatever world, - -
Or unknown region, what remains him lefs
" Than unknown dangers, and as hard éfcape ?
But I fhould ill become this throne, O peers, 445
And this jmperial fov’reignty, adorn’d - y
With fplendour, arm’d with pow’r, if ought propas’d
¢ And judg’d of public moment, in the fhape K
Of difficulty or danger, could deter '
Me from attempting. Whercfore do 1 aflume 450
" Theferoyalties, and not refufe toreign, =~~~ '
Refufing to accept as great a thare

_ Of hazard as of honour, due alike \
To him who reigns. and fo much to him due
Of hazard more, as he above the reft 453

High honour’d fits? Go therefore, mighty powers, -
Terror of heav’n, though fall’n; intend at home; -

i . While here fhall be our home, what beft may eafe
The prefent mifery, and render hell - .
More tolerable'; if there be ‘cure or charm, 460
T'o refpite, or deceive, or flack the pain v
Of this ill manfion : intermit no watch
Againft a wakeful foe, while | abroad
Through all the coafts of dark deftru@ion feek
Deliv’iance for us all : this enterprife 455
None fhall partake withme. Thus faying rofe -/
The monarch, and prevented all reply ; .

. Prudent, left, from his refolution rais’d,

Others among the chif might offer now

(Certain to be refus’d) what erft they fear’d; 470

And fo refus’d, might in opinion ftand

His rivals ; wimning cheap the high repute, :

Which he through hazard hnge muft earn. But they

Dreaded not more th’ adventure, than his voice

Forbidding ; and at-once with him they rofe: 475

Their rifing all at once was as the found ’
.- Of thunder héard remote. ‘Yow'ards him they bend
L ;Witb awful rev’rence prone ; and a5 3 g
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Extol him equal to the Higheft in heav’n;
Nor fail’d they to exprefs how much they prals’ , 480
That for the general fafety he defpis’d
¢« His own : for neither do the fpirits damn’d
Lofe all their virtue : left bad men fhould boaft
Their fpecicus deeds on earth. which glory ’excites,™
Or clofe ambition varnifh’d o’er with zeal. 43§
Thus they their doubtful confiltations dark '
+-Ended, rejoicing in their matchlefs chief:
As when from mountain tops the dufky clouds
. Afcending, while the north’ wind {leeps. o’eripread
Heav’n’s.chearful facé, the louring element 490
Scowls o’er the darken’d landfkip, fnow, or fhower ;
»., If chance the radiant fun with furewel fweet
Extends his ev’ning beam, the fields revive,
The birds their notes renew, and bleatmg herds )
Attef} their joy, that hill and valley rings, 495
O fhame to men! devil to devil damn’d
Firm concord holds, men only difagree
©Of creatures rational, though under hope -
Of heav’nly grace: and Gop proclaiming peace,
Yet live in hatred, enmity, and firife 509
Among themfelves, and levy cruel wars,
¢ *Wafting the earth, each other to deftroy;
As if (which might enduce us to accord)
Man had not hcl%fh foes enow befides,
That, day and night, for his deftru&tion wait. ° [{J
The Stygian council thus diffolv’d 5 and forth
: Jn order came the grand mﬁrnalpccrs
" *Midf came their mighty paramount, and feem’d
Alone th’ antagomﬁ of heav’n, nor lefs
Than hell’s dread emperor, with pomp fupreme, 510
And God-like imitated ftate ; him round
« A globe of fiery Seraphim inclos’d.
With bright imblazonry, and horrent arms,
Then of their feflion ended, they bid cry
+ With trumpets regal found the great refult ; s15
‘Tow’ards the four winds four fpeedy Cherubim
Pat to their mouths the founding alchemy,
By herald’s voice explain’d ; the hollow’ abyfs
+ Heard far and wide, and all the hoft of hell
With deaf’ning thout return’d them loudacclam. §20
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Thencemore ateafctheir minds, andfomewhatrais’d
By falfe prefumpt’ous hope, the ranged powers
Difband, and wand’ring, each his feveral way
Purfues, as inclination or fad choice »
Leads him perplex’d, where he may likelieft find 525
‘Truce to his reftlefs thoughts, and entertain
‘The irkfome hours, till his great chief return.

Part on the plain, or in the air fublime,
pon the wing, or in {wift race contend,
As at th’ Olympian games or Pythian fields; . 530
Part curb their fiery fteeds, or fhun the goal : )
With rapid wheels, or ironted brigades form.
As when, to warn proud cities, war appears
Wag’d in the troubled tky, and armies rufh
To battle in the clouds, before each van 8§35
Prick forth the airy knights and couch their fpears, -
Till thickeft legions clofe ; with feats of arms
From either end of heav’n the welkin burns.
Others, with vaft T'ypheean rage more fell,
Rend up both rocks and hills, and ride theair 540
In whirlwind ; Hell {carce holds the wild uproar,
Aswhen Alcides, from Oechalia crown’d
With conqueft, felt th’ jnvenom’d robe, and tore
Fhrough pain up by the roots Theffalian pines;
And Lichas from the top of Oeta threw 545
Into th’ Luboic fea. Others more mild,
Retreated in a filent valley, fing
With notes angelical to many a harp
Their own heroit deeds and haplefs fall
By doom of battle ; and complain that fate 559
Free virtue fhould inthrall to force or chance.
Their fongs were partial ;.but the harmony
(What could it lefs when fp’rits immortal fing ?)
Sufpended hell, and took with ravifhment
"F'he thronging audience. In difcourfe more fivzet, 55§
(For eloquence the foul, fong charms the fenfe),
€Qthers apart fat on a hill retir’d,
Jn thoughts more elevate, and reafon’d high
Of providence, forcknowledge, will and fate ;
Fix’d fate, free will, foreknowledge abfolute;  56e
And found no end, in wand’rng mazes \ok,
07 yood and evil much taey argw’d then,
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Of happinefs and final mifery,

Paffion and apathy, and glory’ and fhame ;
Vain wildom all, and falfe philofophy :

Yet, with a pleafing forcery, could charm
Pain for a while, or anzuwith, and exvite
Fallacious hepe, or arm th’ obdured breaft
With flubborn patience, as with triple fteel.
Another part, in fquadrons and grofs bands,
On bold adventure to difcover wide

"T'hat difmal world, if any clime perhaps
Might yield them cafier habitztion, bend

Four ways their flying march, along the banks
Of four infernal rivers, that difgorge

Jnto the buming lake their baletul fireams ;
Abhorred Styx, the flood of deadly hate ;
Sad Acheron, of forrow, black and deep:
Cocytus, nam’d of lamentation loud

Heard on the rusful ftream ; fierce Phlegethon,
Whofe waves of torrent fire inflame with rage.
Far off from thefz, a flow and filent ftream, - -
‘Lethe, the river of oblivion, rolls

Her wat’ry labyrinth ; whereof who drinks,
Forthwith his former flate and be’ing forgets,
Forgets both joy and grisf, pleafure and pain.
Beyond this flood a frozen continent

Lies dark and wild, beat with perpetual ftorms
Of whirlwind and dire hail, which on firm lund
‘Thaws not, but gathers heap, and ruin feerus
Of ancient pile ; all elfe deep fnow and ice;

A gulpb profound, as that Serbonian bog
Betwixt Damiata and mount Cafius old,

11
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Where armies whole have fiznk : the parching air

Burns frore, and cold performs th? effe@ of fire.
Thither by harpy-footed furies hal’d,
At certain revolutions, all the damn’d

Are bronght ; and feel by turns the bitter change

595

Of fierce extremes, extremes by change more fierce ;

TFrom beds of raging firc to Rarve inice:
Their foft etherial warmth, ard there to pine
Immoveable, infix’d, and frozen round,
JPeriods of time ; thence hurried back 1o Gre.
They ferry over this Lethean found
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Hell born, not to contend with {p’rits of heay’u.
To whom the goblin full of wrath reply’d,
Art thou that traitor angel, art thou he,
Who firlk broke peace in heav’n. and faith, till then
Unbroken ; and in proud: rebellious arms 691
Drew after him the third part of heav’n’s fons,
Conjur’d againft the High’eR ; for which both thou
And they, outcaft from Gop, are here condemn’d
I'o walte eternal days in woe and puin? é9s
And reckon’it thou thyfelf with {p’rits of heav’n,
Hell doom’d, and breath’ft defiance here and fcorn,
Where I reign king ; and, to enrage thee more,
Thy king and lord ? Buack to thy punifhment,
Falfe fugitive, and to thy fpeed add wings ; 7c@
Lelt with a whip of fcorpions I purfue
Thy ling’ring, or with one ftroke of this dart
Strange horror feize thee’, and pangs unfelt before.
So fpake the grifly terror, and in thape,
So fpeaking and fo threat’ning, grew tenfold 705
More dreadful and deform. Onth’ other fide
Incens’d with indignation Satan ftood
Unterrify’d ; and like a comet burn’d
‘That fires the length of Ophiuchus huge . :
In th’ arétic fky, and from his horrid hair 710
Shakes peftilence and war. Each at the head
Levell’d his deadly aim ; their fatal hands
No fecond ftroke intend ; and fuch a frown R
Xach caft at th’ other, as when two black clouds,
With heav’n’s artillery fraught; come rattling on 71§
Over the Cafpian, then ftand front to front,
Hovering a pace, till winds the fignal blow
To join their dark encounter in mid air :
So frown’d the mighty combatants, that hell
Grew darker at their frown ; fo match’d they ftood
For never but once more was either like 721
‘T'o meet fo great a foe : and now great deeds
Had been atchiev’d, whereof all hell had rung,
Had not the fnaky forcerefs that fat
Faft by hell-gate, and kept the fatal key, 728
Ris’n, and with hideous outcry, rufh’d between.
O father, what intends thy hand, fhe ext'd,
*Gainlt thy only fon? What fury, O fon,
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Poflefles thee, to bend that mortal dart
Againft thy father’shead? and know’it for whom; 730
For him who fits above, and laughs the while
At thee, ordain’d his drudge, to execute
Whate’er his wrath, which he calls jultice, bids ;
His wrath, which one day will deftroy ye both.
She fpake, and as her words the hellith pet 735
Forbore ; then thefe to her Satan return’d.
So ftrange thy outcry, and thy words fo flrange
Thou interpofeft, that my fudden hand
Prevented, fpares to tell thee yet by deeds
What it intends ; till irt I know of thee, 740
What thing-thou art, thus double-form’d ; and why,
In this infernal vale firft met, thou call’ft
. Me father, and that phanta{m call’ft my fon :
"I know thee not, nor ever faw till now
Sight more deteftable than him and thee. 7485
T” whom thus the portrefs of hell gate repli’d.
Haft thou forgot me then, and do Ifeem
~Now in thine eye {o foul ? once deem’d fo fair
In heav’n, when at th’ Affembly, and in fight
Of all the Seraphim with thee combin’d 750
In bold confpiracy againft heav’n’s King,
All on a fudden miferable pain
-Surpris’d thee,.dim thine eyes, and dizzy fwam
In darknefs, while thy head flames thick and falt
‘Threw forth ; till on the left fide op’ning wide, 755
‘Likeft to thec in thape and count’nance bright,
Then thining heav’nly fair, a godd:fs arm’d,
-Out of thy head I fprung : amazement feiz’d
Allth’ hoft of heav’n ; back they recoil’d, afraid
At firft, and call’d me Sin, and for a fign 760
Portentous held me ; but familiar grown,
I pleas’d, and with attra&ive graces won
The moft averfe, thee chiefly, who full oft
Thyfelf in me thy perfe@ image viewing,
Becam’{t enamour’d, and fuch joy thou tnok’lt 765
With me in fecret, that my womb conceiv’d
A growing barden.  Mean while war arofe,
./And fields were fought in heav’n ; wherein remain’d
( For what could elfe?) to our Almighty Foe
Clear victory ; to our part lofs and rouy, e
G2
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Through all the empyréan, down they fell,
Driv’n headlong from the pitch of heav’n, down
Into this deep ; and in the general fall -~ |~
I alfo; at which time this powerful key
Into my hand was giv’n, with chargetokeep 975
Thefe gates for ever fhut, which noné can pafs - °
Without my opening. Penfive here [ fat -
Alone ; but long I fat not, 'till my womb
- Pregnant by thee, and now exceflive grown,
Prodigious motion felt, and rueful throes. ° 280
At laft this odious offspring whom thou feeft, o
‘Thine own begotten, breaking violent w.y
Tore through my entrails, that with fear and pain
Diftorted, all my nether fhape thus grew -
Transform’d : but heé my inbred enemy "n8s .
Forth iffu’d, brandifhing his fatal dart S
Made to deftroy : 1 fled, and cri’d out, Death ;
Hell trenibled at the hideous name, and figh’d
From all her caves, and back refounded, Death.
1fl.d; but he purfu’d, (though more it feems 790
Irflam’d with luft than rage,) and, {wifter far, .
Me overtook, his mother, all difmai’d, :
And in embraces forcible and foul
" Engend’ring with me, of that rape begot
Thefe yelling monfters, that with ceafelefs cry 795
Surround me, as thou faw’ft, hourly ‘conceiv’d :
And hourly born, with forrow infirite ~~ °
‘To me ; for when they lift, into the womb
‘That bred them they return, and howl, and gnaw
My bowels, their repalt ; then burfting forth 8ce
Afrefh with confcious terrors vex me round, '
-That reft or intermiffion none I find.
. Before mine eyes in oppofition fits
Grim Death, my fon and foe : who fet them on,
And me his parent would full foon devour 8cs
For want of other prey, but that he knows
His end with mine involv’d ; and knows that I
. Should prove a bitter morfel, and his bane,
‘Whenever that fhall be ; fo Fate pronounc’d.
Bur thou, O father, I forewarn thee, {hun 810
His deadly arrow ; neither vainly hope :
6 be invulnerable in thofe brrght arms,

’
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Though temper’d heav’nly ; for that mortal dint,
Save he who reigns above, none can refift. h

She finith’d ; and the fubtle fiend his lore 815
Soon learn’d, now milder, and thus anfwer’d fmooth.
" Dear Daughter, fince thou claim’ft me for thy fire,
And my fair fon here fhow’ft me, the dear pledge
Of dalliance had with thee in heav’n, and joys
‘Then fweet, now fad to mention, though dire change
Be fall’n us, unforefeen, unthought of ; know 821
I come no enemy, but to fet free
From out this dark and difmal houfe of pain
Both him and thee, and all the heav’nly hoft
Of fp’rits, that, in our jult pretences arm’d, 825
Fell with us from on high : from them I go ’
This uncouth errand fole ; ard one forall
Myfelf expofe, with lonely fteps to tread
‘Th’ unfounded deep, and through the void immenfe
To fearch with wand’ring queft a place foretold 830
Should be, and by concurring figns, ere now
Created, vaft and round ; a place of birth
In the purlieus of heav’n, and therein plac’d
A race of upftart creatures, to fupply
Perhaps our vacant room; though more remov’d, 835
Left heav’n furcharg’d with potent multitude
Might hap to move new broils. Be this, or ought
Than this more fecret, now defign’d, I hafte )
T'o know ; and this once known, fhall foon return,
And bring ye to the place where thou and Death 840
Shall dwell at eafe, and up and down unfeen

- Wing filently the buxom air, embalm’d
‘With odours ; there ye fhall be fed and fill’d
Immeafurably, all things fhall be your prey.

He ceas’d; for both feem’dhighly pleas’d,and Death
Grinn’d horrible a ghaftly fmile, to hear 846
His famine fhould be fill’d ; and blefs’d his maw
Deftin’d to that good hour : no lefs rejoic’d
His mother bad, and thus befpake her fire.

The key of this infernal pit by due, 850
And by command of heav’n’s all- pow’rful King,

+ T keep, by him forbidden to unlock
Thefe adamantine gates ; againft all force
Death ready flands 16 enterpofe his dart,
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. Fearlefs to be o’ermatch’d by living might. 855
But what owe ] to his commands above
Who bates me, and hath hither thruft me down
Into this gloom’ of Tartarus profound,
To fit in hateful office here confin’d,
Inlubmmr. of heav’n, and heav’nly born, -86e
Here in perpetual agony and pain, .
With terrors and with clamours compafs’d rotind,
Of mine own brood, that on my bowels feed ?
'Thou art my father, thou my author, thou
My being gav’ft me; whom fhould 1 obey * 86§
But thee ? whom follow ? thou wilt bring me foon
To that new world of light and blifs, among
The gods who live at eale, where | {hall reign
At thy right hand volupt’ous, as befeems
Thy daughter and thy darling, without end. 87e
* Thus faying, from her-fide the fatal key,
8ad inftrument of all our woe, fhe took ;
And tow’ards the gate rolling her -beftial train,
. Forthwith the huge portcullis high updrew ;
Which but herfclf; not all the Stygian powers 875
Could once huve mov’d ; then in the key-hole turns’
‘Th?’ intricate wards. and ev’ry bolt and bar
Of mafly ir’on or folid rock with eafe
Unfaftens ; on a fudden open fly,”
With impetuous recoil and jarring found, -880
Th’ infernal doors, and en their hinges grate
>Harfh thunder, that the lowe{t bottom. fhook
Of Erebus. She open’d, but to thut
Excell’d ker pow’r: the gates.wide open ftood,
That with extended wings a banner’d hoft 835
Under fpread enfigns marching. might pafs through
With. horfe and chariots rank’d in loofe array ;
So wide they ftood, and like a furnace-mou:h
Calt forth redounding fmoke and ruddy flame.
Before their eyes in ﬁxdden view appear 890
The fecrets of the hoary deep; a dark
Ilimitable ocean, without bound,
Without dimenfion, wherelength,breadth,and beight,
And time, and place are loft ; where eldeft Night *
And Chaos, anceftors of I\amre, hold 895
b Eiernal anarchy, amidit the noafe ~ .
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Of endlefs wars, and by confufion ftand.
For hot, cold, moift, and dry, four champions fiercg,
Strive here for maft’1y, and to battle bring
Their embryon atoms ; they around the flag got»
Of each his faction, in their feveral clans,
Light arm’d or heavy, fharp, fmooth, fwift, or flow,
Swarm populous, unnumber’d as the fands
Of Barca or Cyrene’s torrid foil,
Levied to fide with warring winds, and poife  gc§
Their lighter wings. To whom thefe moft adhere, -
He rules 2 moment : Chaos umpire fits,
Aud by decifion more embroils the fray,
By which he reigns : next hir high arbiter
Chance governs all. Into his wild abyfs, 91@
The womb of nature, and perhaps her grave,
Of neither fea, nor fhore, nor air, nor fire,
But all thefe in' their pregnant caufes mix’d
Confus’dly, and which thus muft ever fight,
Unlefs th* Almighty Maker them ordain 915
His dark materials to create more worlds ;
Into this wild abyfs the wary fiend
Stood on the brink of hell, and look’d a while,
Pond’ring his voyage; for no narrow frith
He had to crofs. Nor was his eir lefs peal’d 920
With noifes load and ruinous, (to compare
Great things with fmall), than when Bellona ftorms,
With all her batt’ring engines bent to raife
Some capital city’ ; or lefs than if this frame
Of heav’n were falling, and thefe elements 925
In mutiny had from her axle torn :
The ftedfaft earth. At laft his fail-broad vans
He fpreads for flight, and in the farging fmoke
Uplifted fpurns the ground ; thence many a league,
As in a cloudy chair, afcending rides 930
Audacious ; but that feat f>on failing, mects
A vaft vacuity : all unawares
Flutt’ring his pinions vain, plumb down he drops
Ten thoufand fathom deep ; and to thic hour
Down had:been falling, had nct by iil chance 935§
The ftrong rebuff of fome tumult’ous cloud,
Inftin@ with fire and nitre, Lhurried him
As many miles aloft : thatfury ft =3,
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Quench’d in a bogzy Syrtis, neither fea,
Nor good dry land : nigh founder’d. on he fares, g40
Treading the crude confiftence, half on foot,
Halffly’ing ; behoves him now both oar and fail.
As when a gryphon, through the wildernefs -
With winged courfe, o’er hill or moory dale,
Purfues the Arimafpian, who by ftealth 945
- Had from his wakeful cultody purloin’d
The guarded gold : {o eagerly the fiend
O’er bog, or fteep, througl ftrait, rough,denfe, or rare,
With head, hands, wings, or feet, purfues his way ;
And fwims, or finks, or wades; or creeps, or flies. 958
At length an univerfil hubbub wild .
Of ftunning founds, and ‘voices all confus’d, .
Borne through the hollow dark, aflaults his ear,
With loudeft vehemence : "thither he plies,
Undaunted to meet there whatever power 95§
Or fpirit of the nethermoft abyfs
Mightin that noife relide. whom to atk
Which way the neareft coalt of darknefs lies
Bord’ring on light ; when ftraight behold the throne
Of Chaos, and his dark pavilion {pread 960
Wide on the wafteful deep ; with him enthron’d
Sat fable-vefted Night, eldeft of things, )
The confort of his reign ; and by them ftood
Orcus and Ades, and the dreadful name
Of Demogorgon ; Rumor next, and Chance 965
And Tumult, and Confufion all embroil’d,
And Difcord with a thoufand various mouths.
To whom Satan turning boldly, thus. Ye pow’rs
And fpirits of this nethermoft abyfs,
Chaos and ancient Night, I come no fpy 970
With purpofe to explore or to difturb
The fecrets of your realm ; but by conftraint
Wand’ring this darkfome defert, as my way
Lies through your {pacious cmpire up to light
Alonc, and without guide. half loft, I fvek 97§
What readieft path leads where your gloomy bounds
Confine with heav’n ; or if fxme other place,
From your dominion won, th’ ethereal King
ZFoffefiis lately, thither to arrive
I truavel this profound ; dire® my couries IN2Y
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Direted, no mean recompenfe: it brings
* Toyour behoof; if I that region loft,

All ufurpation thence expell’d, reduce

To her original darknefs, and your fway, .

{(Which is my prefent journey), and once more 985

Ereét the flandard there of ancient Night ;

Yours be th’ advantage all, mine th= revense.

Thus Satan ; and him thus the anarch old,

With falt’ring fpeech and vifage uncompos’d, ,

Anfwer’d. I know thee, ftranger, who thou art, g9o
l That mighty leading angel., who of late
Made head againft heav’n’s King, though ov:rthrown.
Ifaw, and heard ; for fuch a numerous holt
Fled not in filence through the frighted deep,

With ruin upon ruin, rout on rout, 995§
Confufion worfe confounded ; and heav’n-gates

| Pourd out by millions her viGtorious bands

Purfuing. I'upon my frontiers here

b Reep refidence ; if all I can will ferve

That little which is left fo to def=nd, 1C00
Encroach’d on ftill through your inteftine broils
Weak’ning the fceptre of old Night ; firft hell,

Your dungeon, firetching far and wide beneath ;

| Now lately heav’n and earth, another world,

Hung o’er my realm, linked in a golden chain, 1c0¥
To that fide heav’n, from whence your legions fell s
If that way be your walk, you have not fur:

So much the nearer danger ; go, and fpeed ;
Havock, and fpoil, and ruin, are my gain.

He ceas’d ; and Satan ftay’d not to reply, 1010
But glad that now his fea {hould find -a {thore, .
With frefh alacrity, and force renew’d,

Springs upward, like a pyramid of fire

Into che'wild expanfe; and through the fhock .

Of fighting elements, on all fides round 101§

Environ’d, wins his way ; harder befet

And more endanger’d, than when Argo pafs’d

Through Bofphorus, betwixt the jultling rocks :

Or when Ulyfles on the Jarboard thunn’d

Charybdts, and by th’ other whirlpool fteer’d. - 101q

8o ke with difficulty and labour hard -
I

<
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Mov’d on ; with difficulty and labour he;
But he once pafs’d, foon after, when man fell,
Strange alteration ! Sin and Death amain

Following his tra&, fuch was the will of Heav’n,» 102§ -

Pav’d after him a broad and beaten way
Over the dark abyfs, whofe boiling gulf
‘I'amely endur’d a bridge of wondrous length,
From hell continu’d, reaching th’> utmoft orb

Of this frail world ; by which the {p’rits perverfe 1030 -

With eafy intercourfe to and fro,
‘T'o tempt or punifh mortals, except whom
Gob and good Angels guard by fpecial grace.
But now at laft the facred influence
Of light appears, and from the wallsof heav’n 1035
Shoots far into the bofom of dim Night
A glimm’ring dawn : here Nature firft begins
Her fartheft verge, and Chaos to retire,
As from her utmoft works a broken foe,
With tumult lefs, and with lefs hoftile din ; 1040
That Satan with lefs toil, and now with eafe,
Wafts on the calmer wave by dubious light,
And like 2 weather-beaten veflel holds
Gladly the port, though fhrouds and tackle torn 3
Or in the emptier wafte, refembling air, 1045
Weighs his fpread wings, at leifure to behold
Tar off th’ empyreal heav’n, extended wide
In circuit, undetermin’d fquare or round,
With opal tow’rs, and battlements adorn’d
Of living faphir, once his native feat; R 1050
And faft by, hanging in a golden chain,
This pendent world, in bignefs as a ftar
_Of fmalleft magnitude, clofe by the moon.
Thither full fraught with mifchievous revenge,
Accurs’d, and in a curfed hour, he hics. "1C58

Lxp or Tue Seconp Boox.
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"THE ARGUMENT.

God fitting on bis throne fees Satan flying towards this
awsrld, then newly created ; fheaws him to the Son whs
Jat athis right hand ; foretels the fuccefi of Satan in
perverting mankind ; clears bis own juflice and awifdom
Sfrom all imputation, having created man free, and able
enough to have awithflood his tempter ; yet declares bis
purpofe- of grace towards him, in regard he fell not of
bis own malice, as did Satan, but by him feduced The
8cn of God renders praifes to his Father for the mani-
f2flation of his gracious purpofe towards him . but God
again declares, that grace cannot be extended towards
mian without the fatisfaction of divine juflice. Man bath
" offended the majefly of God by afpiring to Godhead; and
therefore with all bis progeny, devoted to death, muf?
die, unlefs fome oge can be found fufficient to arfaver for
bis offencey and undergo his punifbment. 'The Sin of
God freely offers bimfelf a rarfomn for man : the Father
accepts him, ordains bis incarnation, pronounces his ex-
altation above all uares in heaven and earth; commands
all the angels to adore him: they obey 3 and hymning to
their harps in full quire, cclebrate the Iather and the
Scn. Mean avhile Satan alights upon the bare convex of
this avorld’s outermofl orb ; awhere wandering be firfl
finds a place, fince called the limbo of vanity : awhat pzr-
Sfons and things fly up thither: thence comes to the gate
of keaven, defcribed afcending by flairsy and the ewaters
above the firmament that flow about it : bis paffase
thence to the orb of tbi{uﬂ 5 ke finds there Urizl, the
2
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rogent of that orby but firfl changes himfelf into 8l
JShape of ameaner angel ; and pretending a zeakus d
Sire to behold the neaw creation, and man whom God ba
placed here, inquires of him the place of his habitatin
and is directed : alights firf} on mount Niphatss.

AIL, holy light, offspring of heav’n firft-bon
Or of th’ Eternal coeternal beam !

" May I exprefs thee’ unblam’d ? fince Gon is light,
And never but in unapproached light -
Dwelt from eternity ; dwelt then in thee,

Bright eflluence of bright t{fence increate.
Or hear’ft thou rather pure ethereal ftream,
‘Whofe fountain, who fhall tell? Before the fun,
Before the heav’ns thou wert, and at the voice
Of Gop, as with a2 mantle didft inveft 1
'The rifing world of waters dark and-deep,
Won from the vold and formlefs infinite.
Thee 1 revifit now with bolder wing,
Efcap’d the Stygian pool, though long detain’d -
In that obfcure {ojourn ; while in my flight 1
Through utter and through middle darknefs borne
‘With other notes than to th’ Orphean lyre,
T fung of Chaos and eternal Night;
Taught by the heav’nly Mufe to venture down
‘The dark defcent, and up to re-afcend, i
Though hard and rare. Thee I revifit fafe,
And feel thy fov’reign vital lamp ; but thou
Revifit’lt not thefe eyes, that rell in vain
T'o find thy piercing ray, and find no dawn
So thick a drop ferene hath quench’d their orbs,
Or dim fuffufion veil’d. . Yet rot the more -
Ceafe I to wander, where the Mufcs haunt
Clear fpring, or fhady grove, or funny hill,
Smit with the love of facred fong ; but chicf
"Thee, Sion, and the flow’ry brooks beneath, 3
That wath thy hallow’d feet, and warb’ling flow,
Nightly I vifit: nor fometimes forget
Thofe other two equall’d with me in fate, -
So were I equall’d with them in renown,

Biind Thamyris, and blind Mxorides 1
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And Tirefias, and Phineus, prophets old :
Then feed on thoughts, that voluntary move
Harmonious numbers ; as the wakeful bird
Sings darkling, and in fhadieft covert hid
Tunes her noturnal note. “thus with the year 40
Seafons return ; but not to me returns
Day, or the fweet approach of ev’n or morn,
Or fight of vernal bloom, or fummer’s rofe, -
Or flocks, or herds, or human face divine ;
But cloud inftead, and ever during-dark 45
Surrounds me, from the chearful ways of men :
Cut off, and for the book of knowledge fair
Prefented with an univerfal blank
Of nature’s works, to me expung’d and raz’d,
And wifdom at one entrance quite fhut out. 50
So much the rather thou, celeftial light,
Shine inward, and the mind through all her powers
rradiate, there plant eyes, all mift from thence
urge and difperfe, that I may fee and tell
Of things invifible to mortal fight. 55
Now, had th’ almighty Father from above,
rom the pure empyréan where he fits
High thron’d above all height, bent down his eye,
is own works and their works at once to view :
About him all the fan&ities of heav’n 6o
8tood thick as ftars, and from his fight receiv’d
Beatitude paft utterance: on his right
The radiant image of his glory fat,
His only Son. On earth he firft beheld
Our two firft parents, yet the only two 65
Of mankind, in the happy garden plac’d, '
Reaping immortal fruits of joy and love,
Uninterrupted joy, unrivali’d love,
In blifsful folitude. He then furvey’d
Hell and the gulf between, and Satan there 70
Coafting the wall of heav’n on this fide night,
" In the dun air {ublime ; and ready now
To ftoop with wearied wings and willing feet
On the bare outfide of this world, that feem’d
Firm land imbofom’d without firmament ; 1%
Uncertain which, in ocean or in air. :
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Him Gob beholding from his profpec high,
Wherein paft, prefent, future, he beholds,
Thus to his only Son, forefeeing fpake. -
Only begotten Son, feeft thou what rage 8o -

Tranfports our adverfary ; whom no bounds
Prefcrib’d, no bars of hell, nor all the chains

Heap’d on him there, nar yet the main abyfs

Wide interrupt, <an hold ; fo bent he feems

On defperate revenge, that fhall redound 85
“Upon his own rebellious head ? And now

Through all reftraint broke loofe, he wings his way
Not far off heav’n, in the precinéts of light,

Directly tow’ards the new-created world,

And man there plac’d, with purpofe to eflay 90
If him by force he can deftroy, or worfe ’
By fome falfc guile pervert: and fhall pervert ;

For man will hearken to his glozing lies,

And eafily tranfgrefs the fole command,

Sole pledge of his obedience : fo will fall, o5
He,-and his faithlefs progeny. Whofe fault ?
Whofe but his own? Ingrate, he had of me

All he could have, I made him juft and right,
_Sufficient to have ftood, though free to fall.

Such I created all th’ ethereal powers 1Co
And {p’rits, both them who ftood,andthem who fuil’d;
* Freely they ftood who ftood, and fell who fell ;

Not free, what proof could they have giv’n fincere
Of true allegiance, conftant faith or love,

Where only what they needs muft do appear’d, 105
-Not what they would ? what praife could they receive?
What pleafure L from fuch obedience paid,

When will and reafon (reaf’n alfo is choice)

Ufelefs and vain, of freedom both defpoil’d,

Made patflive both, had ferv’d neceflity, 110
Not me ? They, therefore, as to right belong’d,

So were created, nor can jultly’ accufe

Their Maker, or their making, or their fate,

As if predeftination over-rul’d

Their will, difpos’d by abfolute decree, Tig
Or high foreknowledge. They themfelves decreed
Their own revolt, not 15 it | forsknew,
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Foreknowledge had no infiuznce on th.zir au

Which had no lefs prov’d certair wricrzaz:z,

So withcut leaft impuite or thad=ww’ cf 1at2, 122
Or ought by me imm:tabiy torefesn,

They trefpafls, authors to themfel-zs in all,
Both what they julge. and what they chulz; £
I form’dthem free: and free they it remair,
Till they inthral therutives; [ elie mottciarzr iz
Their nature, and rev k= the &igh deirze
Unchangeable, etern.l, which erdaia’d

Their freedem ; they themfzlves crdain’d their feil.
‘The firft fort by their cvr fuggettinn iill,
Self-tempted, fclf-Geprav’é: n.anfails, Jzeeiv’d 130
By th’ other firt : man therefore thali fnd grace,
‘Th?’ other rone: in mercy’ and juitice beth,
Through heav’n and earth, {5 fhall my glory’ excel ;
But mercy, firlt and laf, {Lall brighzeit fhice.

‘Thus while Gop fpake, ambrofial fragrance fiill’d
All heav’n, and in the blefled fp’rizs el & 136
Senfe of new joy ineffable diffus’d.

Beyond compare the Son of Gop was feen

Mot glorious ; in him ail the uther thone
Subftantially expreis’d : andin Lis face 140
Divine compaflion vifible appear’d,

Love without end, and withou® meafure gracz,
‘Which uttering, thus he to his Father fpake.

O Father, gracious was that word which clos’d
Thy fov’reign fentence, that man fhould findgrace; 14§
For which both heav’n and earth (hall high extol
Thy praifes, with th*innumerable found
Of hymns and facred fongs, wherewith thy throne
Incompafs’d fhall refonnd thee ever blefs’d.

For fhould man finally be loft ? fhould man, = 150
Thy creature lite {o lov’d, thy youngelt {on,

Fall circumvented thus by fraud, though join’d
With his own folly ? that be from thee far,

That far be from thee, Father, who ait judge

Of all things made, and judgeft oxly right. 155
Or fhall the adverfary thus obtain

His end, and fruftrate thine? fhall he fulf)

His malice, and thy gouduefs Lring 10 nanghit,
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Or proud return, though to his hzavier doom, _

Yet with revenge accomglith’d, and to hell - 160}

Drawn after him the whole race of mankind,

By him-corrupted ? or wilt thou thyfelf

Abolifh thy creation, and unmake

For him, what for thy glory thou haft made?

So fhould thy goodnefs and thy greatnefs both 165

Be queftion’d and blafphem’d without defence.

To whom the Great Creator thus reply’d.

O Son, in whom,my foul hath chief delight,

Son of my bofom, Son who art alone

My word, my wifdom, and effeGual might, 170

All haft thou fpoken as my thoughts are, all

As my eternal purpcfe hath decreed.

Man fhall not quite be loft, but fav’d who will;

Yet not of will in him, but grace inme :

Freely vouchfaf’d : once more I will renew 17§

His lapfed pow’rs, though forfeit, and inthrall’d

{}y fin to foul exorbitant defires ; . ‘

pheld by me, yet once more he fhall ftand

On even ground againft his mortal foe ; -

By me upheld, that he may know how frail 180

His fall’n condition is, and to me owe

All his deliv’rance, and to none but me.

Some I have chofen of peculiar grace,

Ele& above the reft; fois my will ¢

The ealt fhall hear my call, and oft be warn’d 185

Their finful ftate, and to appeafe betimes

Th’ incenfed Deity, while offer’d grace

Invites; for [ will clear their fenfes dark,

‘What may fuflice, and foften ftony hearts

To pray, repent, and bring obedience due. 199

T'o pray’r, repentance, and obedicnce due,

Though but endeavour’d with fincere intent,

Mine ear fhall not be {low, mine eye not {hut.

And I will place within them as a guide,

My umpire Confcience ; whom if they will hear, 195

Light after light, well us’d, they fhall attain,

And to the end perfifting, fafe arrive. |

T'his my long fuff’rance, and my day of grace,
They who negle®t and {corn, thall nevex wake y
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But hard be harden’d ; blind be blinded more, 2ce
That they may ftumble on, and deeper fall ;
And none but fuch from mercy I exclude.
But yet all is not done ; man difobeying
" Difloyal breaks his fealty, and fins
Aéain[t the high fupremacy of heav’n, acg
Affe@ting godhend, and fo lofing all,
Taexpiate his treafon hath niught left 3
" But to deftrucion facred and devote,
He, with his whole polterity, muft die ;
Diche, or juRtice mult; unlefs for him 210
Some other able, and as willing pay
The rigid fatisfaction, death for death.
ay, heav’nly p »w'rs, where fhall we find fuch love?
Which of ye will be mort:], to redcem
an’s mortal crime, and jult th’ unjft to fave? 21y
] Dwells in all heaven cha:ity f» dear?
Heafk’d ; but all the heav’nly quire fond mute,
And filence was in heav’n : on man’s behaif
Patron or interceflor none appear’d,
] Much lefs that durft upon his own head draw 220
The deadly forfeiture, and ranfom fet.
Arid now without redemption all mankind
Muft have been loft, adjudg’d to death and hell
By doom fevere, had not the Son of Gop,
In whom the fulnefs dwells of love divine, - 225
. His deareft mediation thus renew’d. )
«  Father, thy word is paft, man fhall find grace;
*  And thall grace not find means, that finds her way,
. The fpeedieft of thy winged meflengers,
To vifit all thy creatures, and to all . 230
Comes unprevented. unimplor’d, unfought?
Happy for man, fo coming : he her aid
Can never feek, once dead in fins, and loft ;
Atonement for himfelf, or offering meet,
Indebted and undone, hith none to bring. 235
Behold me then'; me for him, life for liig
I offer;; on me let thine anger fall :
Account me man ; I for his fake will leave
‘Fhy bofom, and his glory next to thee :
Freely put off; and for him laftly die 208
I .

(¥}




72 PARADISE LOST. BooxIiL

Well pleas’d : on me lclt Death wreak all his rage:
Under his gloomy pow’r 1 fhall not long )
Lie vanquilh’d ; thou haft giv’n me to poflefs

Life in myfelf for ever; by thee 1 livé,

Though now to Death I yicld, and am his due 245
All that of me can die; yet, that debt paid,

Thou wilt nct leave me in the loathfome grave

His prey, cor fuffr my unfpotted foul

For ever witl. corrupticn there to dwell 3 '
But I {hall rife vi&orious, and fubdue 25¢
My vanquither, fpoil’d of his vauated fpoil ;

Death his death’s wound thail then receive, and ftoog
Inglorious, of his miortal fting difarm’d.
I through the amyple air, in triumph high
Shall lead hell cagtive, maugre hell, and fhew 255
The pow’rs of darknefs bound. Thou at the fight
Pleas’d, out of heaven fhalt look down, and fmile ;
While, by thee rais’d, I ruin all my foes,

Death lalt, and with his carcafe glut the grave;
Then, with the multitude ot my redeem’d 260
Shall enter heav’n, long abfent, und return,

Father, to fee thy face, wherein no cloud

Of anger fhall remain, but peace affur’d,

And reconcilement ; wrath fhall be no more .
‘Thenceforth, but in thy prefence joy entire. 265

His words here ended, but his meck afpe& .

Silcnt yet fpake, and breath’d immortal love

T'o mortal men, above which only fhone

Filial obedience : as a facrifice

Glad to be offer’d, he attends the will 270
Of his great Father. Admiration feiz’d

All heav!n, what this might mean, and whither tend
Wond’ring ; but foon th’ Almiyghty thus reply’d.

O thou in heav’n and earth the only peace

Found out for mankind under wrath! O thou 275
My foul complacence! well thou know’ft how dear
‘T’'o me are all my works ; nor man the lealt,

Though Luft created ; that for him 1 fpare

Thee from my bofom and right hand, to fave,

By lofing thee a while, the whole race loft. 18e
T'hou therefore, whom thou only canfX redeem,
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Their nature alfo to thy nature join:
And be thyfelf man among men on earth,
. Made flefh, when time, of virgin feed,
By wondrous birth : be thou in Adam’s room 283
The head of all mankind, though Adam’s fon.
Asin him perifh all men, fo in thee,
As from a fecond root, fhallbe reftor’d
Asmany as are reftor’d, without thee none.
His crime makes guilty all his fons ; thy merit 290
Imputed thall abfolve them who renounce
Their own both righteous and unrighteous deeds,

"} Audlive in thee tranfplanted, and t-om thee

Receive new life.  So man, as is moft juft,

.4 Shall fatisfy for mah, be judg’d, and dis, 295

Aud dying rife, and rifing with him raife

.His brethren, ranfom’d with his own dzar life.

S0 heav’nly love fhall outdo hellifh hate,

Giving to death, and dying to redeem, )

So dearly to redeem, what hellith hate 3ce
" 5 eafily deftroy’d, and ftill deftroys
- Inthofe who, when they may, accept not grace.
Nor fhalt thou, by defcending to aflume
F Man’s nature, leffen or degrade thine own.

Becaufe thou haft, though thron’d in higheft blifs, 305

Equal to Gop and equally enjoying

God.like fruition, quitted all, to fave
A world from utter lofs, and haft been found
By merit more than birthright Sox of Gop,
Found worthieft to be fo by being good, 310
Far more than great or high ; becaufe in thee.
Love hath abounded more than glory’ abounds;
Therefore thy. humiliation fhall exalt
With thee thy manhood alfo to this throne ;
Here fhalt thou fit incarnate. here fhalt reign 315
Both Gop and man, Sox both of Gop 2nd man,
Anointed univerfal King : all power
I give thee; reign for ever, and affume
Thy merits ; under thee, as head fupreme,
Thrones, princedoms, pow’rs, dominions, [ reduce :
All knees to thee th:ll bow, of them that bide  a2v
In heav’ns orearth, or under earth in hell.

12

h)
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When thou attended glorioufly from heav’n
Shalt in the fky appear, and from thee fend
The furmmmoning archangels to proclaim
'T'hy dread tribunal ; forthwith from all winds,
The living, and forthwith the cited dead =~
- Of all palt ages, to the general doom
Shall haften ; fuch a peal thall roufe their fleep.
Then all thy faints aflembled, thou fhalt judge
Bad men and angels ; they arraign’d fhall fink
Beneath thy fentence ; hell, her numbers full,’
‘Thenceforth fhall be forever thut. Mean while
‘The world fhall burn. and from her afhes fpring
New heav’n and earth, wherein the jult {hall dwell
And after all their tribulations long, = .
See golden days, fruitful of golden deeds,
With joy and lové triump_hingl, and fair truth.
Then thou thy regal fceptre fhalt lay by, -
For regal {ceptre then no more fhall need,
Gop fhallbeall in'all.  Bat all ye gods
Adore him, who to compafs all this, dies 3
Adore the Sow, and honour him as me.
No fooner had th’ Almighty ceas’d, but all
The multitude of Angels, with a fliout
Loud as from numbers without numb-r, {weet
As from bleis’d voices, uttering joy, heav'n rung
With jubil-e, and loud hofunnas fill'd )
Th’ eterdal -egions. Lowly reverent,
Tow’ards either throne thy bow, and to the grot
With folemn adoration down they caft
Their crowns, inwove with amarant and gold ;
- Immortal amarant, a flow’r which once
In Paradife, faft by the tree of life,
Began4o bloom 1 but foon for man’s offence
To heav’n remov’d. where firft it grew, there gro
And flow’rs aloft fhading the fount of life,
And where the river of blifs through midft of hea
- Rolls o’er Elyfian flow’rs her amber ftream :
With thefe that never fade, the [p’rits ele&@
Bind their refplendent locks, inwreath’d with bear
Now in loofe garlands thick thrown off, the brigh
Favement, that like a fea of jafper thane,
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pled with celeftial rofes fmil’d.

crown’d again, their golden harps they took s
ever tun’d, that glittering by their fide 366
uivers hung, and with preamble fweet

rming {ymphory they introduce

facred fong, and waken raptures high;

ce exempt, no voice but well could join 370
ous part, fuch concord is in heav’n,
¢, Father, firlt they fung omnipotent,
:able, immortal, infinite,

1Kixg ; thee, author of all being,
un of light, thyfelf invifible

t the glorious brightnefs where thou fitt’ft

’d inacceflible, but when thou thad’ft

ill blaze of thy beams, and throush a cloud

1 round above thee like a radiant fhrine

with exceflive bright thy fkirts appear ; 380
zzle heav’n, that brighteft Seraphim

rach not, but with both wings veil their eyes.
1ext they fang of all creation firft,

ten Son, divine fimilitude,

»fe confpicuaus count’nance, without cloud 385
vifible, th> Almighty Father fhines,

1 elfe no creature can behold ; on thee

(s’d th’ effulgence of his glory’ abides,

us’d on thee his ample ‘Spirit refls.

1v’n of heav’ns, and all the pow’rs therein, 390
‘e created ; and by thee threw down

piring domination : thou that day

ather’s dreadful thunder didft not fpare,

»p thy flaming chariot-wheclsy that fhook

1’s everlafling frame, while o’er the necks 395
Irov’Rt of warring angels difarray’d.

rom purfuit thy pow’rs with loud acclaim

mly extoll’d, Son of thy Faiher’s might,

cute fierce vengeance on his foes.

onman: him through their malice fall’'n, 408
-of mercy’ and grace, thou didft not deom
&ly, but much niore to pity inclin’d:

mer did thy dear and only Son

e thee purpos’d not to doorn frail man
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A violent crofs wind from either coaft
Blows them tranfverfe, ten thoufand leagues awry
Into the devious air : then might ye fee
Cowls, hoods, and habits, with their wearers, toft,
And flutter’d into rags ; then relics, beads, 491 .
Indulgences, difpenfes, pardons, bulls, .
The fportof winds : all thefe upwhirl’d aloft
Fly o’er the backfide of the world far off
Into a limbo large and broad, fince call’d 495
The Paradife of Fools, to few unknown,
Long after, now unpeopled, and untrod.
All this dark globe the fiend found as he pafs’d ;
And long he wander’d, till at laft a gleam
Of dawning light turn’d thitherward in hafte 500
His travell’d tteps ; far diftant he defcries,
Afcending by dc%rces magnificent-
Up to the wall of heav’n, attrvéture high ;
At top whereof, but far more rich, appear’d

' The work as of a kingly palace gate, [
With frontifpiece of diamond and gold

_Embellifh’d : thick with fparkling orient gems
The portal fhone, inimitable on earth
By model, or by fhading pencil drawn.
The ftairs were fuch as whereon Jacob faw 310,
Angels afcending and defcending, bands '
Of guardians bright, when he from Efau fled
To Padan-Aramn, in the ficld of Luz
Dreaming by night under the open iky,
And waking cry’d, This is the gate of heav’n.  §1§
Each ftair myfterioufly was meant, nor ftood
There always, but drawn up to heav’n fometimes
Viewlefs ; and underneath a bright fea flow’d
Of jufper, or of liquid pearl, whereon
Who after came from earth, failing arrit’d 530
Wafted by angels, or flew o’er the luke :
Rapt in a chariot drawn by ficry fteeds. -
The ftairs were then let down, whether to dare
Th’ fiend by eafy afcent, or aggravate
His fad exclufion from the doors of blifs ¢ 523

Direc agaiaft which open’d {from beneath,

Juft o’er the blifsful feat of Parauil,
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1ge down to th’ earth, a paffage wide,

by far than that of after times
nount Sion, and, though that were large 530
he promis’d land to Gopfo dear ;

ich, to vifit oft thofe happy tribes,
‘b behefts, his angels to and fro

frequent, and his eye with choice regard
Paneas, the fount of Jordan’s flood, 535
erfaba, where the holy land .
'son Egypt and th’ Arabian fhore ;

e the op’ning feem’d, where bounds were fet
knefs, fuch as bound the ocean- wave.
‘rom hence, now on the lower ftair, 540
cal’d by fteps of gold to heaven gate,

down with wonder at the fudden view
this world at once. As when a {cout
gh dark and defert ways with peril gone ]
ht, at laft by break of chearful dawn 54%
s the brow of fome high climbing hill,

to his eye difcovers unaware
odly profpe& of fome foreign land

en, or fome renown’d metropolis )
dift’ring fpires and pinnacles adorn’d, §50
now the rifing fun iﬂds with his beams :

ronder feiz’d, though after heav’n feen,

rit malign, but much more envy feiz’d,

1t of all this world beheld fo fair. ,
he furveys (and well might, where he ftood 55§
h above the circling canopy .

at’s extended fhade) from eaftern point

ra, to the fleecy ftar that bears

meda far off Atlantic feas, - .
1th’ horizon ; then from pole to pole 560
ws in breadth’; and without longer paufe

ight into the world’s firft region throws

zht precipitant, and winds with eafe

zh the pure marble air his oblique way, )
zft innumerable ftars, that {hone 565
iftant, but nigh hand feem’d other worlds ;

er worlds they feem’d, or happy ifles,

10fe Hefperian garlcgns fam’d of old.
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Fortunate fields, and groves, and flow’ry vales ;
Thrice happy ifles ; but who dwelt happy there 5
He ftay’d not to enquire. Above them all

The golden fun, in fplendour likeft heaven,
Allur’d hic eye ; thither his courfe he bends
Through the calm firmament, (but up or down,
By center, or eccentrics hard to tell, §
Or longitude), where the great luminary

Aloof the vulgar confiellations thick,

That from his lordly eye keep diftance due,
Difpen{es light from far; they as they move
Their ftarry dance in numbers that compute [
Days, months,and years,tow’ardshisall-chearingla:
Turn {wift their various motions, or are turn’d
By his magnctic beam, that gently warms

The univerfe, and to each inward part

With gentle penctration, though unfeen, 5
Shoots invifible virtue ev’n to the deep;

So wond’roully was fet his ftation bright.

‘There lands the fiend, a fpot like which perhaps
Aftronomer in the fun’s lucent orb

‘Through his glaz’d optic tube yet never faw.  §
"The place he found beyond expreflion bright,
Compar’d with ought on earth, metal or ftone ;
Not all parts like, but all alike inform’d

‘With radiant light, as glowing ir’on with fire :

If metal, part feem’d gold, part filver clear ; [}
If ftone, carbuncle moft or cryfolite, i
Ruby or topaz, to the twelve that fhone

In Aaron’s breaftplate, and a flone befides
Imagin’d rather oft than elfewhere feen;

‘That ftone, or like to that which here below ¢
Philofophers in vain fo long have fought,

In vain, though by their pow’rful art they bind
Volatile Hermes, and call up unbound

In various fhapes old Protcus from the fea,
Drain’d through a limbec to his native form. ¢
What wonder then if fields and regions here
Breathe forth elixir pure, and rivers run
Jl’;tableb go}l]d, when with one virt’ous touch

1k’ arch-chemic fun, {o far from us remote,
L3
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Produces, with terreftrial hzmozr m'r'd, 6.3
Herein the dark o maay orezious <3'n
Of colour glorious, asd eZ:& > rave ?
Here matter new to0 gaze the deviimat
Undazzled ; far aad widz %is eve commands :
For fight no obitacle found here, nor duale, 613
Butall f1n fhize. as wheakis bezms atncen
Culminate from =k’ =5=acor, as they now
Shot upward ftill dira®. whinze o> war round
Shadow from boJ’y’ cpague cac fall; anld:ik'aln,
No where fo clear, tharpen’d Xis viral ray 6:0
To objects diftant far, w? vhefion
8aw within ken a glorious angsl iand,
The fame whom John taw alio in the fan;
Hisback was turn’d. buz nat his brightness hid 5
Of b=aming funny rays a golden tiar 625
Circled his head, nor 1={s his locks b=hind
Dluftrious on his fhoulders dedge with wings
y waving round ; on fome great charge employ’d
Hefeem’d, or fix’d in cogitation decp.
was the fp’rit impure, as now in hope 639
To find who might dire his wand’riag flight
T? paradife, the happy feat ot man,
Is jonrney’s end, and our bzginning wos.
But firt he calts to change his proper fhape,
Which elfe might work him danger o1 delay: 635
And now a ftripl:ng Cherub he appears,
Not of the prime, yet fuch as in his face
Youth fmil’d celeftial, and to ev’ry limb
Suitable grace diffus’d, fo well he feign’d :
Under a coronet his flowing hair 645
In curls on either check play’d; wings hz wore
Of many a colour’d plume, fprinkled with gold ;
His habit fit for fpeed fucciné, and held
Before his decent fteps a filver wand.
He drew not nigh unheard ; the angel brizht .65
Ere he drew nigh, his radiant vifage turn’d,
Admonith’d by his ear, and ftraight was known
Th? archangel Uriel, one of the feven
‘Who'in Gop’s prefence, neareft to his throne,
Stand ready at command, and are his eyes 63
' Ka
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That run through all the heav’ns, or down to th’ ear
Bear his {wift errands, over moift and dry, -
O’er fea and land : him Satan thus accolts.

Uriel, for thou of thofe fev’n fp’rits that ftand
In fight of Gopo’s high throne, glorioufly bright, 6.
The firft are wont his ‘great authentic will
Interpreter through higheft heav’n to bring,
Where all his fons thy embafly attend ;

And here art likelieft by fupreme decree

Like honour to obtain; and as his eye, 61
To vifit oft this new creation round;
Unfpeakable defire to fee, and know

All thefe his wondrous works, but chiefly man,
His chief delight and favour, him for whom

All thefe his works fo wondrous he ordain’d, 6
Hath brought me from the quires of Cherubim
Alone thus wand’ring. Brighteft feraph, tell

In which of all thefe fhining orbs hath man

His fixed feat, or fixed feat hath none, -

But all thefe fhining orbs his choice to dwell; 6
"That I may find him, and with fecret gaze -

Or open admiration him behold, o

On whom the great Creator hath beftow’d
‘Worlds, and on whom hath 2ll thefe graces pour’d:
" ‘That both in him and all things, as is meet, 6
The univerfal Maker we may praife ; )
‘Who juftly hath driv’n out his ret sl foes

T'o deepelt hell, and, to repair that lofs,

Created this new happy race of men

‘To ferve him better : wife are all his ways. 6

" So fpake the falfe diffembler unperceiv’d ; .

For neither man nor angel can difcern

Hypocrify, the only evil that walks

Invifible, except to Gob alone,

By his permiffive will, through heav’n and earth: 6
And oft though wifdom wake, fulpicion fleeps

At wifdom’s gates, and to Simplicity

Refigns her charge, while goodnefs thinks no ill
Where no ill feems, which now for once beguil’d
Uriel, though regent of the fun, and held 6
The fharpeft-fighted fp'riv of all inheav'ny
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Who to the fradulent impoftor foul,
In his uprightnefs anfwer thus return’d.
Fair Angel, thy defire which tends to know

The works of G, thereby to glority 695
The great work- mafter, leads to no excefs

That reaches blume, but rather merits praife

The more it feems excefs, that led thee hither
. From thy impereal mantion thus alone,

_ To witnefs with thine cyes what fome perhaps, 7co
Contented with report, hear only in heav’n :

For wonderful indeed are all his works,

Pleafunt to know, and worthieft to be all

Had in remembrance always with delight ;

But what created mind can comprehend 705
Their number, or the witdom infinite

That brought them forth, but hid their caufes deep ?
Ifaw when at his word the formlefs mafs,
This world’s material mould, came to a heap:
Confufion heard his voice, and wild uproar 710
Stood rul’d, ftood vaft infinitude confin’d ;
'Till at his fecond bidding darknefs fled,
Light fhone, and order from diforder fprung :

Swift to their feveral quarters halted then
The cumbrous elements, earth, flood, air, fire, 715
And this ethereal quinteflence of heaven

Flew upward, fpirited with various forms,

That roll’d orbicular, and turn’d to ftars
Numberlefs, as thou [eeft, and how they move ;
"Each had his place appointed, each his courfe ; 720
The reft in circuit' wall this univerfe.

Look downward on that globe, whofe hither fide,
With light from hence, though but refected, thines ;
That place is earth, the feat of man ; that light

His day, which elic, as th’ other hemifphere, 725
Night would invade ; but there the neighb’ring moon
(So call that oppofite fair ftar) her aid . . .
T'imely’ interpoles, and her monthly round

Still ending, ftill renewing, through mid heav’n,
With borrow’d light her countenance triform 730
Hence fills, and empties, to enlighten th’ earth,
And in her pale dominion checks the night.
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. 'That fpot to which I point is Paradife,

Adam’s abode, thofe lofty fhades his bower .

Thy way thou canft not mifs, me mine requires. 735
Thus faid, he turn’d ; and Satan bowing low,

As to fuperior fp’rits is wont in heaven

Where honour due and rev’rence none neglets,

Took leave, and tow’ard the coaft of earth beneath,

Down from th’ ecliptic, fped with hop’d fuccefs, 740 .

‘Throws his fteep flight in many an airy wheel;

Nor ftay’d, till on Niphates’ top he lights.

Exp or Tuz THizp Doex.



>SARADISE LOST,
B O O K IV.

THeE ARGUMENT.

Satan now in profpect of Eden, and nigh the place awkere
be muft now attempt the bold enterprife which be under-
took alone againft God and man, falls into many doubts
awith himfelfy and many paffons, fear, envy and defpair;
but at length confirms himfelf in evil, journcys on to Pa-
radife, whofe outavard profpec® ard fituation is defcribed,
overleaps the bounds, fits in the fhape of a cormorant o
2he tree of life, as higheft in the garden, to look about
bim. The garden defcribed; Satan’s firf} fight of Adam
and Ege; his wonder at their excellent form and bappy

Slate; but with refolution to work their fall ; cverbears
their difcourfe, thence gathers that the tree of knowledge
aas forbidden them to eat of, under penalty of death ;
and thereon intends to fiund his temptation, by feducing
them to tranfyrefi : them leaves them a awhile, to know
Jurther of their flate by fomse other means. Mean while
Uriel defeending on a fun beam, warns Gabriel, who
bad in charge the gate of Paradife, that fime evil [pirit
bad efcaped the deep, and paff:d at noon by his [phere in
the fhape of a geod angel down to paradife, difcovered
after by bhis furious peftures in the mount. Gabricl
promifes to find him ere morning. INight coming on,
Adam and Eve difcourfc of going to their refi: their bow-
er deferibed ; their cvening worfhip. Galriel draawing
Jorth bis bands of night-watch to awalk the rgund of
Paradife, appoints twe flrong angels to Adam’s bonwer,
lefl the evil fpirit fhould be there doing harm to Adam
or Eve flecping ; there they find him at the ear of Eve
tempting her in a dream, and bring him, though unwil-
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ling, to Gabriel 3 by whom queflioned, he feornfully an

Jwers ; prepares refiftance, but hindered b_y a_fi; g7 Sro
haven, flies out of Paradife. -

For that warmng voice, which he who faw
Th’ Apocalyps heard cry in heav’n aloud,
Then when the Dragon, put to fecond rout,
Carhe furious down to be reveng’d on men,
Woe to th inhabitants on earth! that nows .
‘While time was, our firft parents had been warn’d.
The coming of their fecret foe, and feap’d,
Haply fo ’fcap’d his mortal fnare: for now
" Satan, pow firft inflam’d with rzge, came down,
The tempter ere th’ accufer of mankind, iR 1
T'o wreak on innocent frail man his lofs
Of that firlt l)attlc, and his flight to hell :
Yet not rejoicing in his fpced, though bold,
Far off, and fearlefs, nor with caufe to boaft, .
Begins his dire attempt ; which nigh the birth 1
Now rolling boils in” his tumult’ous breaft ;
And like a devilith engine back recoils
Upon himfelf : horror and daubt diftract .
His troubled thoughts, and from the bottom ftir
‘The hell within him ; for within him hell 2
He brings, and round about him, not from hell
One ftep, no more than from himfelf, can fly
By change of place: now confience wakes dcfpau’,
‘That flumber’d ; wakes the bitter memory
Of what he was, what is, and what muft be 2
Worfe ; of worfe deeds worfe fufferings muft enfue.
Sometimes tow’ards Ilden, which now in his view
Lay pleafant; his griev’d look he fixes fad 5
Sometimes tow’ard heav’n and the full blazing fun,
Which now fat hig?. in his meridiin tower: 3
Then much revolving, thus in fighs began.
O thou that. with furpafling glory crown’d,
Look’lt from thy fole dominion like the god
Of this new world : at whofe fight all the frars. .
Hide their diminifh’d heads; to thee I call, 3
But with no friendly. voice, and add thy name,
O fun, totellthee how 1hate thy beams, -
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ring to my remembrance from that ftate

10w glorious once above thy fphere;

de, and worfe ambition, threw me down, 40
1g in heav’n againft heav’n’s matchlefs King.
erefore ! he deferv’d no fuch return

ne, whom he created what [ was,

bright eminence, and with his good

ded none ; nor was his fervice hard. 45
‘ould be lefs, than to afford him praife,

fielt recompenfe, and pay him thanks,

ue! yet all his good -prov’d ill in me,

rought but malice ; lifted up fo high

«d fubjetion, and thought one ftep higher se
fet me high’eft, and in 2 moment quit

bt immenfe of endlefs gratitude,

denfome ftill paying, ftill to owe,

ful what from him I ftill receiv’d ;

nderftood not that a grateful mind 55
ng owes not, but fill pays, a} once

ed and difcharg’d ; what burden then?

his pow’rful deftiny ordain’d

ne inferior angel, I had ftood .

1appy ; no unbounded hope had rais’d 6o
ion. . Yet, whynot? fome other power

at might have afpir’d, and me though mean
.to his part : but other pow’rs as great

t, but ftand unthaken, from within . .
n without, to all temptations arm’d. Gs
thou the fame free will and pow’r toftand ?
iadft. Whom haft thou then, or what t’ accufe,
av’n’s free love, dealt equally all?

n his love accurs’d, fince love or hate,

alike, it deals eternal woe. . . 70
urs’d be thou'; fince againft his thy will

freely what it now fo juftly rues.

ferable t which way fhall I fly

2 wrath, and infinite defpair$, .
.way I fly is hell ; myfelf am hell ; " 7d
n the loweft deep, a lower deep

reat’ning to devour me 6pens wide,

ich the hell I fuffer feems a heav’n.
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O then at laft relent: is there no place .
- Left for repentance, none for pardon left ? 8o .
None left but by fubmiffion ; and. that word
Difdain forbids me, and my dread of thame
Among the {p’rits beneath, whom 1 feduc’d
With other promifes, and other vaunts
Than to fubmit, boafting I could fubdue 85
Th’ Omnipotent. Ay me, they little know
How dearly I abide that boaft {o fain,
Under what torments inwardly I groan,
While they adore me on the throne of hell,
With diadem and fceptre high advanc’d, )
The lower ftill I fall, only fupreme
In mifery ; fuch joy ambition finds.
But fay I could repent, and could obtain,
By act of grace, my former ftate, how foon
Would height recal high thoughts, how foon unfay 9§
What feign’d fubmiffion fwore ? eafe would recant
Vows made in pam, as violent and void :
For never can true reconcilement grow
Where wounds of deadly hate have pierc’d fo deep:
Which would but lead me to a worfe relapfe, 1c®
And heavier fall: fo fhould I purchafe dear
Short intermiflion bought with double fmart.
This knows my punither : therefore as far
From granting he, as I from begging peace :
All hope excluded thus, behold inftead - 108
Of us outcaft, exil’d, his new delight,
Mankind created, and for him this world.
So farewell hope, and with hope farewell fear,
Farewell remorfe : all good to me is loft 5
Evil be thoumy good : by thee at leat 110
Divided empire with heav’n’s King I hold,
By theé, and more than half perhaps will reign 3
As man ere long, and this new world, fhall know.
Thus while he fgake, each pafion dimm’d his face
Thrice chang’d with pale, ire, envy, and defpair; 11§
Which marr’d his borrow’d vifage, and betray’d
Him counterfeit, if any eye behcld.
** For heav’nly minds trom fuch ditempers foul
£ = o ar,  Whereof he foon aware,
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turbation fmooth’d with outward calm, 12e
of fraud ; and:was the firft
%is’d falfehood under faintly fhow,
lice to conceal, couch’d with revenge.
nough had practic’d to deccive
e warn’d, whofe eye purfu’d him down 13§
he went, and on th’ Affyrian mouat
disfigur’d more than coyld befal
1appy fort: his geftures fierce
'd, and mad demeanour, then alone,
pos’d, all unobferv’d, uafeen 130
fares, and to the border comes
where delicious Paradife,
er, crowns with her inclofure green,
v rural mound, the champain head
wildernefs, whofe hairy fides 13§
:ket-overgrown, grotefque and wild,
:ny’d; and over head up grew
ile height of loftieft thade,
«d pine, and fir, and branching palm,
fcene ; and as the ranks afcend . 140
ove thade, a woody theatre
st view. Yet higher than their tops
'rous wall of Paradife up fprung :
our general fire gave profped large
iether empire neighb’ring round. 14§
rer than that wall a circling row
elt trees, loaden with faireft fruit, *
and fruits at once of golden hue,
l, with gay enamell’d colours mix’d :
1 the fun more glad imprefs’d his beams, 150
fair ev’ning cloud, or humid bow,
>p hath thow’r’d the earth ; fo lovely feem’d
iikip : and of pure now purer air
i approach, and to the heartYnfpires
elight and joy, able to drive 15§
fs but defpair : now gentle gales,’
their odoriferous wings, difpenfe
:rrfumes, and whifper whence they ftole
lmy fpoils. As when to them who fall
he Cape of HOP.CI’. and now are palX 16
F



‘o0  PARADISE LOST. Booxl

Mozambic, off at fea north-eaft winds blow
Sabean odours from the fpicy fhore '
Of Araby the Blefs’d ; with fuch delay
Well pleas’d they flack their courfe, and many a2 leag
Chear’d with the grateful fmell old Ocean fmiles: ¥
Bo entertain’d thofe odorous fweets the fiend,
‘Who came their bane ; thoughwith them betterplea
‘Than Afmodeus with the fithy fume

+ That drove him, though enamour’d, from the fpou
Of Tobit’s fon, and with a vengeance fent 1
From Media poft to Lgypt, there faft bound.
* Now to th’ afcent of that fteep favage hill
Satan had journey’d on, penfive and flow ;
But further way found none, fo thick intwin’d,
As one continu’d brake, the undergrowth .1
Of fhrubs and tangling bufhes had perplex’d
All path of man or beaft that pafs’d that way.
One gate there only was, and that look’d eaft
On th?’ other fide ;' which when th’ arch felon faw,
Due entrance he difdain’d, and, in contempt, 1
At one flight bound high overleap’d all bound
Of hill or higheft wall, and fheer within
Lights on his feet.” As when a prowling wolf,
‘When hunger drives to feek new haunt for prey,
Watching where fhepherds pen their flocks at eve 1
In hurled cotes amid the field fecure, -
1.eaps o’er the fence with eafe into the fold :
Or as a thief, bent to unhoard the cafth
Of fome rich burgher, whofe fubitantial doors,
Crofs-barr’d and bolted faft, fear no affault, 1
In at the window climbs, or o’er the tiles:
So clamb this firft grand thief into Gon’s fold ;
So fince into his church lewd hirelings climb.
Thence up he flew, and on the tree of life,
The middle tree, and higheft there that grew, 1
Sat like a cormorant ; yet not true life,
‘Thereby regain’d, but fad devifing death
‘To them who liv’d ; nor on the virtue thought
Of that life-giving plant, but.only us’d :
For profpect, what well-us’d had been the pledge 2

Of immortality. So little knows
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Gopb alone, to value right
I before him, but perverts beft things

abufe, or to their meaneft ufe.
1iim with new wonder now he views, 20§
light of human fenfe expos’d, '
v room, nature’s whole wealth, yea, more,
on earth : for blifsful Paradife
‘he garden was, by him in th’ eaft

planted ; Eden ftretch’d her line” 210
iran eaftward to the royal towers P
Seleucia, built by Grecian kings,
: the fons of Eden long before

Telaffar: in this pleafant foil
nore pleafant garden Gob ordain’d; 2153
ie fertile ground he caus’d to grow '
of nobleit kind for fight, fmell, tafte ;-
amid them ftood the tree of life,

inent, blooming ambrofial fruit
able gold : and next to life, 220
h, the tree of knowledge, grew faft by ;

ge of good bought dear by knowing ill.
rd through Eden went a river large,
1g’d his courfe, but through the fhaggy hill
iderneath ingulf’d ; for Gop had thrown 22§
untain as his garden-moul’d high rais’d
:rapid current, which through veins
1s earth, with kindly thirft up-drawn,
-efh fountain, and with many a rill

the garden ; thence united fell 230
& fteep glade, and met the nether flood,
rom his darkfome paffage now appears ;
v divided into four main ftreams,
rerfe, wand’ring many a famous realm

ntry, whereof here needs no account; 235
er to tell how, if art could tell, )
m that fapphir fount the crifped brooks,
on orient pearl and fands of gold,
zy error under pendent fhades
ar, vifiting each plant, and fed 240
worthy’ of Paradife, which not niceaxt
ud curious knots, but nature boon
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Under a turf of {hade that on agreen - = = 3235
Stood whifp’ring foft, by a frefh fountain- fide
They fat them down ; and after no more toil
Of their fweet gard’ning labour than fuffic’d
To recommend cool zephyr, and made eafe
Motre eafy, wholefome thirft and appetite 330
More grateful, to their fupper fruits they fell,
Nedtarine fruits which the compliant boughs
Yielded then, fide long as they fat recline -
On the foft downy bank damufk’d with flowers§ .
The favoury pulp they chow, and in the rind, 33§
Stiil as they thirfted, {coop the brimming ftream;
Nor gently purpofe,. nor endearing fmiles
Woanted, nor youthful dalliance, as befeems
Fair couple, link’d in happy nuptial league, L,
Alone as they. About them frifking play’d ‘e
All beafts of th’ earth, fince wild, and of all chafe
In wood or wildernefs, foreft or den; ‘
Sporting the lion ramp’d, and in his paw
Dandled the kid ; bears, tygers, ounces, pards, .
Gambol’d before them ; th’ unwieldy elephant, 34§
‘To make them mirth, us’d all his might, and wreath’d
His lithe probofcis ; clofe the ferpent {ly
Infinuating, wove with' Gordian twine
His braided train, and of his fatal guile )
Gave proof unheaded ; others on the grafs 358
Couch’d, and now fill’d with paflure gazing fat,
Or bedward ruminating ;. for the fun
Declin’d was hafting now with prone career
‘To th’ ocean ifles, and in th’ afcending fcale
Of heav’n the ftars that uther evening rofe : 35§
When Satan fiil in gaze, as firft he ftood,
S:arce thus at length fail’d fpeech recover’d, faid.

O hell! what do mine eyes with grief behold !
Into our room of blifs thus high advanc’d
Creatures of other mould, earth-born perhaps, 360
Not fpirits, yet to heav’nly fpirits bright
Little inferior ; whom my thoughts purfue
With wonder, and could love, l§ lively fhines
In them divine refemblance, and fuch grace

Fhe lrand that form’d them on their fhape hath poar’ds
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Ah, gentle pair! ye little think how nigh 366
{our change approaches, when all thefe delights
Will vanifh, and deliver you to woe!
gore woe, the more your tafte is now of joy';
appy, but for fo happy, il fecur’d 379
Long to continue, and this high feat your heav’n
[l fenc’d for heav’n to keep out fuch a foe
As now is enter’d ; yet no purpos’d foe
To you, whom I could pity thus forlorn, . -
ough.I unpitied. League with you I feek 373
And mutual amity, fo ftrait, fo clofe, .
That I with you muft dwell, or yon with me
Henceforth : my dwelling haply may not pleafe,
Like this fair Paradife, your fenfe ; yet fuch,
-Accept your Maker’s works : he gave it me, 380
Which I as freely give : hell fhaﬁ unfold,
o entertain you two, her wideft gates,
Aundfend forth all her kings ; there will be room,
Notlike thefe narrow limits, to receive
Your num’rauns offspring ; if no better place, 385
Think him who puts me loath to this revenge
Onyou who wrong me not for him who wrong’d.
And fhould I at your harmlefs innocence
Mel, as I do, yet public reafon juft,
onour and empire with revenge enlarg’d 390
¥ conqu’ring this new world, cornpels me now
To do what elfe, though damn’d, I fhould abhor.
So fpake the fiend, and with neceflity,
The tyrant’s plea, excus'd his devilith deeds.
Then from his lofty ftand on that high tree 395
he alights among the fportful herd
Of thofe four footed kinds, himfelf now one,
ow other, as their fhape ferv’d beft his end
Yearer to view his prey, and unfpy’d
omark what of thcir ftate he more might learn, 400
Y word or action mark’d : about them round
lion now he ftalks with fiery glare ;
en as a tyger, who by chance hath fpy’d
N fome purlieu two gentle fawns at play, ,
traight couches clofe, then rifing changes oft 40§
18 couchant watch, as Olvnf who chofe his ground,
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Whence rufhing he might fureft feize them both,
Grip’d in each paw : when Adam, firft of men,
To firft of women, Eve, thus moving-fpeech,
Turn’d him, all ear to hear new utterance flow. 41e
Sole partner, and fole part, of all thefe joys,
Dearer thyfelf than all ; needs muft the power
That made us, and for us this ample world,
Be infiitely good, and of his good
“As liberal and free’as infinite ; : 415
That rais’d us from the duft, and plac’d us here
In all this happinefs, who at his hand
Have nothing mierited, nor can perform
Ought whereof he hath need ; he who requires
From us no other {ervice than to keep 420
‘L'his one, this eafy charge, of all the trees
In Paradife that bear delicious fruit
So various, that to tafte that only tree
Of knowledge, planted by “he tree of life ;
So near grows death to life, whate’er death is, 42§
Some drcadful thing no doubt ; for well thou know'lt
Gov hath pronounc’d it death to tafte that tree,
The only fign of our obedience left,
Among {o many figns of pow’r and rule
Conferr’d upon us, and dominion given 430
Over all other creatures that poffefs
Earth. air, and fea. Then let us not think hard
One eafy prehibition, who enj
Free leave {o large to all things elfe, and choice
Unlimited of manifold delights : 435
But let us ever praife him, and extcl
His bounty, followirg our delightful tafk,
To prune thefe growing plants and tend thefe flowers;
Which were it toilfome, yet with thee were fweet.
To whom thus Eve reply’d. O thou for whom 440
And from whom I was form’d, fleth of thy flefh,
And without whomn am toro end, my guide
And head, what thou haft faid is juft and right.
Tor we to him indeed all praifes owe,
And daily tharks : T chiefly, who erjoy 445
So far the happier lot, enjoying thee
Pre-eminent by {o much odds, while thon
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)
* Like confort to thyfelf canfl no where find.
. That day I oft remember, when {rom flecp
I'6irft awak’d, and found myfelf repos’d 450
B Under a fhade 8n flow'rs, much word’ring where
'§ And what [ was, whence thither brought, and how.
Nor diftamt far from thence a murm’ring found
Of waters iffu’d from a cave and {pread
Ino a liguid plain, then Rood unmov’d 455
Pure as th’ expance of heav’n; 1 thither went
With unexperienc’d thought, and laid me down
. Onthe green bank, to look into the clear
Smooth lake, that to me feem’d another fky.
As I bent down to look, jult oppofite 468
A fhape within the wat’ry gleam appear’d,
Bending to look on me : I ftarted back,
It ftarted back ; but pleas’d 1 foon return’d,
Pleas’d it return’d as foon with anfw’ring looks
Of fympathy and love, there I had fix’d 463
ine eyes till now, and pin’d with vain defire,
Had not a voice thus warn’d me, What thou fecft,
What there thou feeft, fair creature, is thyftlf;
ith thee it came and goes : but follow me,
And I will bring thee where no thadow ftays 479
y coming, and thy foft embraces, he
Whofe image thou art; him thou fhalt enjoy
Infeparably thine ; to him fhall bear
Multitudes like thyfelf, and thence be call’d
Mother of human race.  What could I do, 475
But follow fraight, invifibly thus led ? :
ill [ efpy’d thee, fair indeed and tall,
Under a platan ; yet methought lefs fuir,
Lefs winning {-ft. lefs amiably mild,
Than that fmooth wat’ry image : back I turn’d : 48a
Thou following, cry’d aloud, Return, fair Eve,
Whom fly’{t thou 2 whom thou fly’it, of him thou art,
His flefh, his bone ; to give thee be’ing 1 lent
Ont of my fide to thee, neareft my heart,
Subftantial life, to have thze by my fide 48 5
Henceforth an individual folace dear ;
P rt of my fonl I {==k thee, and thee claim
My other halt,  With tlm; thy gentle hand
: Mz
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Seiz’d mine: I yielded ; -and from that time fee
How beauty is excell’d by manly grace; = 4
And wifdom, which alone is truly faig, -

So fpake our general mother, and with eyes .
Of conjugal attraion unreprov’d -
And meek furrender, half embracing lean’d
On our firft father ; half her fwelling break 4
Naked met his, under the flowing gold -

Of her loofe trefles hid'; he in delight,
Both of her beauty and fubmiffive charms,
Smil’d with fuperior love; as Jupiter
On Juno fmiles, when he impregns theclouds
That fhed May flow’rs, and prefs’d her matron lip
With kiffes pure. Afide the devil turn’d -
For envy ; yet with jealous leer malign
. Ey’d them afkance, and to himfelf thus ’plain’d.
“Sight hateful, fight tormenting ! thus thefe two, §
Imparadis’d in one another’s arms,
The happier Eden fhall enjoy their fill
Of blifs on blifs ; while I to hell am thruft,
Where neither joy nor love, but fierce defire,
Among our other torments not the leaft, [
Still unfulfill’d with pain of longing pines ;
Yet let me not forget what 1 havé gain’d’
From their own mouths : allis not theirs, it feems
One fatal tree there ftands, of knowledge call’d,
Forbidden them to tafte. Knowledge forhidden?
Sufpicious, reafonlefs.  Why fhould their Lozp
Envy them that ? can it be fin to know ?
Can it bedeath ? and do they only ftand
By ignorance ? is that their happy ftate,
The proof of their obedience, and their faith ?
O fair foundation laid whereon to build -
Their ruin? Hence I will excite their minds
‘With more defire to know, and to reje®
Envious commands, invented with defign
To keep them low; whom knowlsdge might exalt
Equal with gods : afpiring to be fuch,
They tafte, and die: what likelier can er fue ?
But firlt with narrow fearch I muft walk round
. This garden, and no corner leave unipy'd;
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A chance but chance may lead where I'may meet 530
Some wand’ring fp’rits of heav’n, by fountain-fide,
Or in thick fhade retir’d, from him to draw
What further would be learn’d. Live while ye may,
et happy pair; enjoy, till [ return, -
Short pleafures, for long woes are to fucceed. 535
So faying, his proud ftep he fcornful turn’d,
ut with fly circumfpection, and began - [roam.
Throggh wood, through wafte, a’er hill, o’er dale, his
an-while in utmoft longitude, where heaven -
With earth and ocean meets, the fetting fun 540
Slowly defcended, and with bright afpect
Againft the eaftern gate of Paradife
Levell’d his ev’ning-rays; it was arock .
Of alabafter, pil’d up to the clouds, -
Confpicuous far, winding with one afcent 545
+ Acceflible from earth, one entrance high ;
The reft was craggy cliff, that overhung
Still as it rofe, impoflible to climb.
etwixt the rocky pillars Gabriel fat,
Chief of th’angelic guards, awaiting night ; 550
About him exercis’d heroic games :
The unarm’d youth of heav’n, but nigh at hand
Celeftial armcury, fhiclds, helms, and fpears,
Hung high, with diamonds fliming, and with gold.
‘Thither came Uriel, gliding through theeven 555
On a {un-beam, fwift as a fhooting ftar
In autumn thwarts the night, when vapours fir'd,
Imprefs’d the air, and fhews the mariner
From what point of his compafs to beware
Impetuous winds : he thus began in hafte. 560
Gabriel, to thee thy courfe by lot hath gie’n
- Charge and fri¢t watch, that to this happy place
No evil thing approach or enter in. .
This day at height of noon came to my fphere
A fpirit, zealous, as he feem’d, to know 565
More of th’ Almighty’s works, and chiefly man,
Gob’s lateft image : I defcrib’d his way,
Bent all on fpeed, and mark’d his airy gait 5
But in the mount that lies from Eden north,
‘Where he firft lighted, foon difcern’d his Yooks  gns -
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~ Alien from heav’n. with paflions full obfcur’d :
Mine eyes purfu’d him ftill, but under fhade
Lot fight of him : one of ths banifl’d erew, -
I fear, bath ventur’d from the deep to raife
New troubles ; him thy care muft be to find. ]
To whom the winged warrior thus return’d.
Uriel, no wonder if ihy perfec fight,
Amid the fun’s bright circle where thou fitt’ft,
See far and wide : 1n at this gate none pafs
The vigilance here plac’d, but fuch as come !
Well known from heav’n ; and fince meridian how
No creature thence : if {p'rit of other fort,
So minded, hath o’erleap’d thefe earthy hounds
. On purpole, hard thou know’ft it to exclude
Spiritual fubftance with corporeal bar.
But if within the circuit of thefe walks,
In whatfoever fhape he lurk, of whom
Thou tel’ft, by morrow dawning I fhall know.
So promis’d he; and Uriel to his <harge
Return’d on that bright beam. whofe point now rai
Bore him flope downward to the fun now full’n 3§
Beneath th’ Azores; whether the prime otb,
Incredible how fwift, had thither roil’d
Diurnal, or this lefs volubile earth,
By fhorter flight to th’ eaft. had left him there g
Arraying with refle&ted purple and gold
The,clouds that on his weftern throne attend.
Now came ftill ev’ning on, and twilight grey
Had in her fober liv’ry all things clad ;
Silence accompanied ; for bzaft and bird, ¢
They to their grafly couch. thefe to their nefts
Were flunk ; all but the wak.ful nigh.ingale ;
She all night long her am’rous defcant fung ; -
Silence was pleas’d ; now glow’d the firmament
With living fapphirs: Hefperus, that1-d (
The ftarry hoft, rode Lrighteft, till the moon
Rifing in cloudy maj:fty, at length
Apparent qucen unveil’d her peerlefs light,
iAnd o’er the dark her filver mantle threw.
When Adam thus to Eve. Fair confort,th’heur 6
f night, and all things now reiw’d to 12,

[P
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of like repofe, fince Gop hath fet

and reft, as day and night, to men

re; and the timely dew of fleep

ing with foft flumb’rous weight, inclines 61g
-lids: other creatures all duy long

‘e unemploy’d, and lefs need reft ;

h his daily work of body’ or mind

ed, which declares his dignity,

regard of heav’n, on all his ways ; 620
‘her animals una&ive range,

‘heir doings Gob takes no account.

row, ere frefh morning ftreak the eaft

ft approach of light, we muft be rifen,

sur prefent labour, to referm 625
’ry arbour, yonder alleys green,

k at noon, with branches overgrown,

)ck our fcant manuring, and require

nds than ours to lop their wanton growth :
lofforns alfo,-and thofe dropping gums, 630
beftrown, unfightly and unfmooth,

lance, if we mean to tread with eafe ;

iile, as Nature wills, night bids us reft.

10m thus Eve, with perfe@ beauty” adorn’d.
tor and difpofer, what thou bidft 635
‘d T obey : fo Gop ordains :

1y law, thou mine: to know no more

n’s happieft kn6wledge, and her prane.

te converfing I forget all time;

»ns, and their change, all pleafe alike. 640
the breath of morn, her rifing fweet,

arm of earlizft birds ; pleafant the fen,

rft on this dclightfulland he fpreads

nt beams, cn herb, tree, fruit, and flower,

g with dew ; fragrant the fertile earth 649
ft thow’rs; and {weet the coming on

ful ev’ning mild ; then filent night,

is her folemn-bird, and this fair moon,

fe the gems of heav’n, her ftarry train:
her breath of morn, when fhe aftends . 650
arm of earlieflt birds ; nor rifing fun

lelightful land ;- nor herb, fruit, Rower,
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Glift’ring with dew ; nor fragrance after thowers;
Nor grateful ev’ning mild ; nor filent night, .
With this her folemn. bird, nor walk by moon, 653
Or glitt’ring ftar-light, without thee is fiveet.- .
But wherefore all night long fhine thefe ? “for whom
This glorious fight, when fleep hath fhut all eyes ?
To whom our general anceftor reply’d. .

Daughter of Gop and man, accomplith’d Eve, 660 " |

“Thefe have their courfe to finith round the earth,

By morrow ev’ning, and from land to land '

- In order, though to nations yet unborn,
Minift’ring Jight prepar’d, they fet and rife, S
Left total darknefs fhould by night regain 665
Her old poffeflion, and extinguith life . -
In nature and all things ; which thefe foft fires
Not only’ enlighten, but with kindly heat
Of various influence foment and warm,

‘Temper or nourifh, or in part fhed down 676
Their ftellar virtue on all kinds that grow

On earth, made hereby apter to receive

Perfection from the fun’s more potent ray.

" Thefe then, though unbeheld in'deep of night, 674
Shine not in vain ; nor think, though men were none,
That heav’n would want {pectators, Gop want praife !
Millions of fpiritual creatures walk the earth
Unfeen, both when we wake, and when we fleep :

All thefe with ceafelefs praife his works behold
Both day and night : how often, from the fteep 680
Of echoing hill or thicket, have we heard

Celeftial voices to the midnight air, .

Sole, or refponfive cach to others note,

Singing their great.Creator ? oft in bands )
‘While they keep watch, or nightly rounding walk, 68§
With heav’nly touch of inftrumental founds

In full harmonic number join’d, their fongs

Divide the night, and lift our thoughts to heav’n.

Thus talking, hand in hand along they pafs’d

.On to their blifsful bow’r: it was a place 69w
Chos’n by the fov’reign planter, when he fram’d
All things to man’s delightful ufe; the roof
Of thickeft covert was inwoven fhade
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1 myrtle, and what higher grew

«d fragrant leaf ; on either fide 695
and each odorous buthy.fbrub,

the verdant wall ; each beauteous flower,
es, rofes, and jeflumin,

htheirflourifh’d headsbetween, and wrought
nder foot the violet, - 700
«d hyacinth, with rich inlay,
‘he ground, more colour’d than with ftone
_emblem : other creature here,
's infe&, or worm, durft enter none ;
their awe of man. In lhadier bower 705
«d and fequefter’d, though but feign’d,
vanus never flept, nor nymph,

1s Haunted. Here, in clofs recefs,

xrs, garlands, and {weet fmelling herbs,

Eve deck’d firlt her nuptial bed, 710
nly quires the bymenzan fung,

the genial angel to our fire

er, in naked beauty more adorn’d,

Y, than Pandora, whom the gods
vith all their gifts, and, O! too like 715
at, when to th’ unwifer fon

brought by Hermes, the infnar’d
vith her fair looks, to be aveng’d

ho had ftole Jove’s authentic fire.

their fhady lodge arriv’d both ftood, 720
d, and under open fky ador’d

that made both fky, air, earth, and heav’n,
y beheld, the moon’s refplendent globe,
rpole: Thou alfo mad’{t the night,
nipotent, and thou the day, 728
in our appointed work employ’d

rd happy in our mutual help,

al love, the crown of all our blifs
'y thee; and this delicious place,

large, where thy abundance wants 730
and uncropt falls to the ground.
1aft promis’d from us two a race
earth, who fhall with us extol
1efs infinite, both when we wake,
N
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And when we feck, as now, thy gift of fleep. 735
This faid unanimous, and other rites
Obferving none, but adoration pure,
Which Gob likes beft, into their inmoft bower
Handed they went ; and eas’d the putting off
Thefe troublefome difguifes which we wear, 46
Straight fide by fide were laid : nor turn’d, L.wees,
Adam from his fair fpoufe, nor Eve the rites
Myferious of connubial love refus’d :
Whatever hypocrites aufterely talk
Of purity, and place, and innocence, |1
Defaming as impurce what Gop declares
Pure, and commands to fome, leaves free to all.
Our Maker bids increafe : who bids abltain,
But our deftroyer. foe to Goo and man ?
Hail. wedded love, myfterious law, true fource 75t
Of human offspring, fole propriety
In Paradife ot all things common elfe.
By thee adult’rous luit was driv’n from men,
Among the beftial herds torange ; by thee
Founded in reafon. loyal, juft, and pure, 75
Relations dear, and all the charities
Of father, fon, and brother, firft were known.
Ear be’ it, that I fhould write the fin or thame,
r think thee unbefitting holieft place,
Perpetual fountain of domeftic {weets, 76
Wtofe bed is undefil’d and chafte pronounc’d,
Prefent, or paft. ds faints and patriarchs us’d.
Here Love his golden fhafts employs, here lights
His conftan: lamp, and waves his purple wings.
‘R-igns here and revels ; not in the bought finile 76
Of harlots, lovelefs, joylefs, unendear’d,
Cafual fruition ; nor in court-amours,
Mix’d dance, or wanton mafk, or midnight-ball,
Or ferenade, whi h the ftarv’d lover fings
To his proud fair, belt quitted with difdain. 77
T'hfe lull’d by nightingales, embracing {leep,
And on their naked limbs the flow’ry roof
Show’r’d rofes, which the morn repair’d. Sleep on,
Blefs’d pair ; and, O yet happieft, if ye feek
No happier Rate, and know no more. LY
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1ad night meafur’d with her fhadowy cone
y up hill this vaft fublunar vault,
m their iv’ry port the Cherubim
aing at th” accuftom’d hour, ftood arm’d
night watches in warlike parade; 780
abriel to his next in pow’r thus fpake.
1, half thefe draw off, and coaft the fouth
&eft watch ; thefe other wheel the north ;
uit meets full welt. As flame they part,
eeling to the fhield, half to the fpear. 785
:fe, two firong and fubtle fp’rits he call’d
ir him ftood, and gave them thus in charge.
el and Zephon, with wing’d fpeed
wrough this garden, leave unfearch’d no nook;
fly where thofe two fair creatures lodge, 790
1 perhaps afleep, fecure of harm. '
1ing from the fun’s decline arriv’d,
s of fome infernal fpirit feen
ard bent (who could have thought ?) efcap’d
; of hell,- on errand bad no doubt : 795
ere ye find, feize faft, and hither bring
ing, on he led his radiant files,
¢ the moon : thefe to the bow’r direét,
1 of whom they fought : him there they found
:e a toad, clnfe at the ear of Eve, 8ue
by his devilifh art to reach
s of her fancy, and with them forge
as he lift, phantafms and drcams;
[piring venom, he might taint '
nal {pirits, that from pure blood arife] . 8oz
itle breaths from rivers pure, thence raife
diftemper’d, difzontented thoughts,
pes, vain aims, inordinate defires,
p with high conceits ingend’ring pride.
ts intent, I+huriel with his {pear 810
[ lightly : for no falfechood can endure
f celettial temper, but returns
to its own likenefs : up he ftarts
*d and furpris’d.  As when a fpark
m a heap of nitrous powder, laid  _ 8t3
Je tun agazi ;
un fome m o;\?lnze Fo ftore . A
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Againft a ramour’d war. the fmutty grain

With fudden blaze diffus’d, inflames the air ;

So ftarted up in his own thape the fiend.

Back ftept thofe two fair angels, half amaz’d 820
So fudden to behold the gnfly king ; "
Yet thus, unmov’d with fear, accoft him foon.

Which of thofe ret-<] fp’rits adjudg’d to hell
Com’ft thou, efcap’d thy prifon? and transform’d, -
Why fatt’it thou like an enemy in wait, 825
Here watching at the head of thefe that fleep ?

Know ye not then, faid Satan, fill’d with fcorn,
Know ye not me? ye knew me once no mate

For you, there fitting where ye durft not foar ;

Not to know me argues yourielves unknown, 830
The lowelt of your throng ; orif ye knew,

Why afk ye, and fuperfluous begin

Your meflage, like to end as much in vain ? .

To whom thus Zephon, anfwering fcorn with fcorn.
Think not, revolted {p’rit, thy fhape the fame 83§
Or undiminifh’d brightnefs to be known,

As when thou ftood’ft in heav’n upright and pure;
‘That glory then, when thov no more waft good,
Departed from thee; aud thou refembl’ft now

Thy fin and place of doem obfcure and foul. 840
But coine, for thou, be fure, fhalt give account '
T'o him who fent us, whofe charge is to keep

This place inviolable, and thefe from-harm.

So fpake the Cherub ; and his grave rebuke,
Severe in youthful beauty, added grace 843
Invincible : abafh’d the devil ftood,

And felt how awful goodnefsis, and faw
Virtue in her fhape how lovely ; faw, and pin’d
His lofs : but ctiefly to find here obferv’d :
His luftre vifibly impair’d ; yet feem’d 850
gndaunted. 1f I muft contend, faid he,
eft with the beft, the fender not the fent,
at once : more glory will be won,
beloft. Thy fear, faid Zephon bold,
ve us trial what the lealt can do
againlt the wicked, and thence weak.
fiend repiy’d not, overcome with ragey

N
\n
M V1Y
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: a proud fteed rein’d, went haughty on.
ing his iron curb : to ftrive or fly
L 1t vain ; awe from above had quell’d 860
rt, nor elfe difmay’d- Now drew they nigh
Rern point, where thofe half-rounding guards
t, and clofing ftood in fquadron join’d,
ig next command. To whom their chief,
from the front thus call’d aloud. 865
:nds, [ hear the tread of nimble feet
- this way, and now by glimpfe difcern

and Zephon through the fhade;
th them comes a third of regal port,
ed fplendor wan ; who by his gait 870
rce demeanor, feems the prince of hell,
1y to part hence without conteft ;
rm, for in bis look defiance lours.
:arce had ended, when thofe two approach’d,
ief related whom they brought, where found,
ified, in what form and pofture couch’d. 876
‘hom with ftern regard thus Gabriel fpake.
ft thou, Satan, broke the bounds prefcrib’d
tranfgreflions, and difturb’d the charge
rs, who approve not to tranfgrefs 880
example, but have pow’r and right
ftion thy bold entrance on this place ;

’d, it feems, to viclate {leep, and thofe'
dwellings Gop hath planted here in blifs ?
hom thus Satan with contemptuous brow, 885
, thou hadft in heav’n th’ <fteem of wife,
:h I held thee; but this queftion afk’d
:in doubt. Lives there who loves his pain ?
>uld not, finding way, brezk loofe from hell,
ither doom’d? Thou wouldft thyfelf, no doubt,
Idly venture to whatever place 891
:from pain, where thou might’fl hope tochangs
it with eafe, and fooneft recadpenfe
th delight, whichin this place I fought;
~no reafon, who know’lt only good, 895
.haft not try’d, and wilt obje&

who bound vs: let him furer bar
1 gates, if he intends our ftay
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Of Ceres ripe for harvelt waving bends

Her bearded groves of ears, which way the wind
Sways them ; the careful plonghman doubting ftands;
Left on the thrcﬂnne floor his hopeful fheaves _
Prove chaff. On th? other fide, Satan alarm’d 985
Collc&ing all his might, dilated ftood, *‘

L.ike Teneriff or Atlas unremov’d:

His Rature reach’d the fky, and on his creft
Sat horror plum’d ; nor wanted in his grafp

What feem’d both{pear and fhield. Now dreadfuldeeds
Might have enfu’d ; not only Paradife 991
In this commotion, but the ftarry cope
Of heav’n perhaps, or all the elements,

“At leaft had gone to wrack, difturb’d and torn )
With violence of this confli&, had not foon 995§
Th’ Eternal, to prevent fuch horrid fray,

Hung forthin Leav’n his golden fcales, yetfeen -
Betwixt Altrea and the Scorpion fign,.
Wherein all things created firft he weigh’d,

‘The pendulous round earth with balanc’d air  1cce
In counterpoife, now ponders all events,

Battles and realms : In thefe he put two weights,

The fequel each of parting and of fight 3

The latter quick up flew, and klck’d the beam ;

Which Gubriel {pying, thus befpoke the fiend. 100§
Satun, I know thy firength, and thou know’ft mine,

Neither our own, but giv’n : what folly then

T'o boaft what arms can do ? fince thine no more

Than heav’n permits, nor mine, though doubled now

To trample thee as mire : for prooflook up, 1010
And read thy lot in yon celeflial fign,

Where thou art weigh’d, and thewn how light, how

weak,

If thou refift. The fiend look’d up, and knew
His mounted fcale aloft : no more; but fled
Murm’ring, and with Lim fled the thades ofnight. so1§

Exp or Tue Fourta Book,
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Tue ARGUMENT.

vy approached, Eve relates to Adam her troublefonie
m ; be likes it not, yet comforts ber = they come forth
iefr day-labours : their morning hymn at the door of
* bowér:  God, to render man inexcufable, fends
bael to admonifb kim of bis obedience, of his free
‘e, of bis enemy near at hand, awho he is, and why
memy, and whatever elfe may avail Adawm to know.
vhael comes down to Paradife, his appearance deferib-
bis coming difcerned by Adam afar off, fitting at the
“of bis bower ; he goes out to meet him, brings bim
is lodge, entertains him awith the choicefd fruits of
-adife got together by Eve ; their difcourfe at table:
shael perfirms his mefuge ; minds Adam of bis flate
‘of his tuemy 3 relates, at Adam’s requefi, who that
ny isy and how he came to be fo, beginning from his
revolt in heaven, and the occafion thereof ; how he
w bis, legions after him to the parts of the north, and
‘¢ incited them to rebel with bim, perfuading all but
© Abdiel a Seraph, who in argument diffuades and
ofes him, then forfakes him. :

OW Morn, her rofy fteps in th” eatern clime

Advancing, fow’d th’ earth with orient pearl,
1 Adam wak’d ; fo cultom’d; for his fleep
airy light from pure digeftion bred, )
temp’rate vapours biand, which th’ only found
wes and fuming rills, Aurora’s fan, 6
dy difpers’d, and the fhrill mating fong
tds on ev’ry bough ; fo much the more
vonder was to find unwaken’d Eve
trefles difcompos’d, and glowing cheek, 1%
rough unquiet reft : he, on his fide

(@]
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Leaning half rais’d, with looks of cordial love

Hung over her enamour’d, and beheld

Beauty, which whether waking or afleep

Shot forth peculiar graces ; then with voice 15
Mild, as when Zephyrus on Flora breathes,

Her hand foft touching, whifper’d thus. Awake,
My faireft, my efpous’d, my lateft found,

Heav’n’s laft beft gift, my ever new delight,
‘Awske: the morning fhines, and the frefh field 20
Callsus ; we lofe the prime, to mark how fpring

Our tended plants, how blows the citron grove,
What drops the mirrh, and what the balmy reed,
How nature paints her colours, how the bee

Sits on the bloom extradting liquid {weet. 114

Such whifp’ring wak’d her, but with ftartled eye
On Adam ; whom embracing, thus fhe fpake.
O fole in whom my thoughts find all repofe,

My glory, my perfedtion, glad I fee

‘Thy face, and morn return’d : for I thisnight 30
(Such night till this I never pafs’d) have dream’d, .
If dream’d, riot, as I oft am wont, of thee,

Works of day paft, or morrow’s next defign ;

But of offence and trouble, which my mind

Knew never till this irkfome night : methought 35
Clofe at mine ear one call’d me forth to wal -
With gentle voice : I thought it thine: it faid,

Why (%eep’[’t thou Eve ? now is the pleafant time,
‘The ccol, the filent, fave where fil:nce yields

To the night warbling bird, that now awake 40
Tunes fweeteft his love-labour’d fong ; now reigns '
Full orb’d the moon, and with more pleafing light
Shadowy fets off the face of things; in vain,

1f none regard : heav’n wakes with all his eyes ;
Whom to bel:old but thee, Nature’s defire ? 45
Ia whofe fight all things joy, with ravifhment
Attra&ed by thy beauty (till to gaze.

I rofe as at thy call, but found thee not §

To find thee I direéted then my walk ; -
And on, methought, alone I pafs’d through ways [1)
That brought me on a fudden to the tree
Of interdicted knowledgr 1 fair it feerdd,
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irer to my fancy than by day :
[ wond’ring look’d, befide it food
»’d and wing’d like one of thofe from heav’n
tfeen; his dewy locks diftill’d 56
a; on that tree he alfo gaz’d;
fair plant, faid he, with truit furcharg’d,
10ne to eafe thy load, and tafte thy fweet,
», nor man ? Is knowledge fo defpis’d?  Go
'y or what referve forbids to tafte ?
tho will, none fhall from me withhold
thy offer’d good ; why elfe fet here?
1, he paus’d not, but with vent’rous arm
¢’d, he tafted : me damp horror chill'd 63
bold words, vouch’d with a decd fo bold.
hus overjoy’d, O fruit divine,
" thyfelf, but much more fweet thus cropt,
en here, it feems, as only fit
$»'yet able to make gods of men : 7@
y not gods of men, fince good, the more
nicated, more abundant grows,
hor not impair’d, but honour’d more ?
appy creature, fair angelic Eve,
thou alfo; happy though thou art, 75
- thou may’f be, worthier canft not be :
is, and be henceforth among the gods
a goddefs, not to earth confin’d,
ietimes in the air, as we ; fometimes
to heav’n, by merit thine, and fee 8o
fe the gods live there, and fuch live thou.
g, he drew nigh. and to me held,
my mouth, of that fame fruit held part
he had pluck’d ; the pleafant favoury fmell
ken’d appetite, that 1, methought, 8s
ot but tafte. Forthwith up to the clouds
m I flew, and underneath beheld
th outltretch’d immenfe, a profpe& wide
rious : wond'ring at my flight and change
high exaltation, fyddenly 90
de was gone, and I, methought, funk down,
1 afleep: but, O how glad I wak’d,
this but a dream! Thus Eve her night

O 2
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‘With the fix’d ftars, fix’d in their orb that flies ;
And ye five other wond’ring fires that move
In myiic dance not without fong, refound
His praife, who out of darknefs call’d up light.
Air and ye elements, the eldeft-birth 180
Of Nature’s womb, that in quaternion run
Perpetual circle, multiform, and mix,
And nourifh all things, let your ceafelefs change
Vary to our great Maker flill new praife ;
Ye mifts and exhalations that now rifs ' 18§
From bill or fteaming lake, dufky or gray,

" Tiill the fan paint your fleccing fkirts with gold,
In honour to the world’s great Author fife,
Whether to deck with clouds th’ uncolour’d fky,
Or wet the thirfly earth with falling thowers, 199
Rifing or falling fill advance his praife.
His praife, ye winds, that from four quarters blow,
Breathe foft or'leud ; and wave your tops, ye pines,
With ev’ry plant, in fign of worfhip wave,
Fountains, and ye that warble, as ye flow, 19§
Melodious nnmbers, warbling tune his praife.
Join voices all ye living fouls ; ye birds,
‘That finging up to heav’n-gate afcend,
Bear on your wings and in your notes his praife.
Ye that in waters glide, and ye that walk ° 200
The earth, and fately tread, or lowly creep :
Witnefs if I be filent, mornor ev’n,” = -
To hill, or valley, fountain or freth fhade,
Made vocal by my fong, and taught his praife.
Hail, univerfal Lorp ! be bounteous fhill'" - 20§
To give us only good : and if the night *
Have gather’d ought of evil, or conceal’d,
Difperfe it, as now light difpe]s the dark.

So pray’d they innocent, and to their thonghts
Firm peace recover’d foon, and woiited calm. 210
On to their morning’s rural work they hafle,
Among fweet dews and flow’rs; where any row
Of fruit-trees over woody rea h’d too fur
Their pamper’d boughs, and nceded hands to check
Fruitlefs embraces : or they l~d the vine 215

70 wed herelm ; fhe 'fpous’d Abouthim twiver
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arriageable arms, and with her brings

w’r, th? adopted clufters, to adorn

rren leaves. Them thus employ’d beheld

ity heav’n’s high Ki~xg, and to him call’d 220
21, the fociable fp’rit, that deign’d

rel with Tobias, and fecur’d

irriage with the fev’ntimes- wedded maid.

hael, faid he, thou hear’ft what ftir on earth
romhell ’fcap’d through the darkfome gulf, 22§
1is’d in Paradife, and how diftuib’d

ght the human pair, how he defigns

a2 atonce to ruin all mankind.

erefore, half this day. as friend with friend

fe with Adam, in what bow’r or fthade 230
indft him from the heat of noon retr’d,

site his day-labour with repatt,

1repofe ; and fuch difcourfe bring on,

y advife him of his happy ftate,

1ef3 in his pow’r left free to will, 235
- his own free will ; his will though free,

itable ; whence warn him to beware

'rve not too fecure. Tell him. withal

nger, and from whom ; what encmy,

IPn himfelf from heav’n, is plotting now 240
1 of others from like Rtate of blifs :

lence ? No, for that fhall be withftood ;

deceit and les: this let him know,

Ifully tranfgrefling he pretend

:al unadmonifh’d. unforewarn’d. 245
»ake th’ eternal Father, and fulfill’d

tice : nor delay’d the winged faint

iis charge receiv’d ; but from among

nd celeltial Ardors, where he ftood

vith his gorgeous wings, up fpringing light 250
wrough the midft of heav’n ; th’ angelic quires, -
h hand parting, to his fpecd gave way

zh all th’ empyreal road ; till at the gate

v’n arriv’d, the gate {elf open’d wide,

den hinges turning, asby work 25§
the fov’reign Archite& had fram’d.

rence, no cloud, or to obftru& his fight,
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Star interpos’d, however fmall, he fees
Not unconform to other thining globes,
Earth, and the garden of Gop, with cedars crown’d
Above all hills ; as when by nightthe glafs = 361’
Of Galileo, lefs affur’d, obferves . N
Imagin’d land and regians in the moon :

Or pilot, from amidft the Cyclades, .-
Delos or Samgsfirft appearing, kens 265 )
A cloudy fpot. Down thither prone in-flight

He fpeeds, and through the vaft ethereal ky-

Sails between worlds and worlds, with fteady wing
Now on the polar winds, then with quick fan
Winnows the buxom-air ; till within foar 2760
Of tow’ring eagles, t* all the fowls he feems

A phenix, gaz’d by all, as that fole bird,

When to infhrine his relics in the fun’s

bright temple, to Egyptian Thebes he flies. -

At once on theeaftern cliff of Paradife 31§
_He lights, and to his proper fhape returns,

A Scraph wing’d : fix wings he wore, to thade

His lineaments divine ; the pair that clad

Each thoulder broad, came mantling o’er his breaft
With regal ornament ; the middle pair 28
Girt like a ftarry zone his wafte, and round

Skirted his loins and thighs with downy gold,

And colours dipt in heav’n ; the third his feet
Shadow’d from either heel with feather’d mail,

Sky tin@ur’d grain. Like Maia’s fon he ftood, 28§
And fhook his plumes, that heav’nly fragrance fill'd
The circuit wide. Straight knew him all the bands

Of angels under watch ; and to his fate,

And to his meffage high, in honoar rife ;

For on fome meflage high they guefs’d him bound. 298
Their glitt’ring tents he pafs’d, and now is come '
Into the blifsful field, through groves of myrrh,

And flow’ring odours, caflia, nard, and balm ;

A wildernefs of fwecets; for nature here

Wanton’d as in her prime, and play’d at will 295
Her virgin fancies, pouring forth more fiveet,

Wild above ruleor art; enormous blifs.
Him trough th: fpicy forelt onward come
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lifcern’d, as in the door he fat

ool bow’r, while new the mounted fun 300
wa dire bis fervid rays to warm

inmoft womb, more warmth than \damneeds 3
‘e within, due at her hour, prepar’d '
aer favoury fruits, of tafte to pleafe

petite, and not difrelith thirft | - 30
rous draughts between, from milky ftream, -
rgrapet tp whom thus Adam call’d.

hither Eve, and worth thy fight behold

d among thofe trees, what glorious fhape

his way moving ; feems another morn 310

1 mid-noon ; fome great beheft from heav'n -
erhaps he brings, and will vouchfafe

7 to be qur guelt. But go with {peed,

at thy ftores contain, bring forth, and pow’r
nce, fit to honour and receive 318
v'nly ftranger: well we may afford .

ers their own gifts, and large beftow

rge beftow’d, where nature multiplies - .
:if:growth', and by difburd’ning grows

nitful, which infrués us not to fpare. 3320
1om thus Eve. Adam, earth’s hallow’d mould,
infpir’d, fmall ftore will ferve, where ftare,
s, ripe for ufe hangs on the ftalk 3

at by frugal ftoring firmne(s gains

ifh, and fuperfluous moift confumes; - . 835
ill hafte, and from each bough and.brake,

ant and juicieft gourd, will pluck fuch choice
ttain ourangel-gueft, as he

ng fhall confefs, that here on earth )
‘h difpens’d his bounties as in heav’n. 336
ring, with difpatchful looks in hafte

15, on hofpitable thoughts intent,

10ice to chufe for delicacy beft,

«der, fo contriv’d as not to mix

not well join’d, inelegant, but bring 335
ter talte upheld with kindlieft change §

ier then, and from each tender ftalk

er Earth, all-bearing mother, yields

1Eaft and Welt, or Fiddle {hoze,
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In Pontus, or the Punic coaft. or where [

Alcinous reign’d, fruit of all kinds, in coat -

Rough or fmooth rin’d, or hearded hufk. or fhell,

She gathers tribute larve, and on the board

Heaps with unfparing hand : for drink the grape

She crufhes, inoffenfive moft, an meathes

From muny berry’, and from fweet kernels prd's'd

She tempers dulcet ereams ; nor thefe to hold

- Wants her fit veffels pure ; then ftrows the groun
With rrfe and odours from the fhrub unfam’d.

Mean while our primitive great fire, to meet .
Bis god-like gueit, walks forth, without more trai
Accompanied { than with his own complete -
Perfe&ions ; in himfelf was all his ftate,

Mere folemn than the tedious pomp that waits
On princes, when their rich retinue long

Of horfes led, and gronins befrnear’d with gold,
Dazzles the crowd, and fets them all agape.
Nearer his prefence Adam, though not aw’d, -
Yet with fubmifs approach and rev’rence meek,
As U a fuperior nature, bowing low,

Thus faid. Native of heav’n, for other place
None can than heav’n fuch glorious fhape contain
Since by defcending from the thrones above,
Thofe happy places thou haft deign’d a while
‘To want, and honour thefe, vouchfafe with us
Fwo’ only, who yet by fov’reign gifts poffefs

‘1 his fpacious ground, in yonder ﬁndy bower
To reft, and what the garden choicelt bears

*T'o fit and tafte, till this meridian heat

Be over, and the fun more cool decline.

Whom thus th’ angelic Virtue anfwer’d mdd,
Adam, 1 therefore came ; nor art thou fuch
Created, or fuch puce haft here to dwell,

As may not oft invite, though 1p’rits of heav’n,
To vifit thee : lead on then where thy bower
QO’erfhades ; for thefe mid- hours, till ev'ning rife,
1 have at will ~ So to the fylvan lodge
Th-y came, that like Pomona’s arbour fmil’d,
With How’rets deck’d, :.nd fragrant fmells ; but E
Usndeck’d fave with herfelY, muore Yovedy vax

. ~
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wood nymph, or the faireft goddefs feign’d

ee that in mount Ida naked ftrove,

t’entertain her gueft from heav’n; no wveil
eded, virtue proof ; no thought infirm

1her cheek. On whom the angel Hail 385
rd, the holy falutation us’d :
sfter to blefs’d Mary, fecond Eve. . -

| mother of mankind, whofe fruitful womb

1l the world more num’rous with thy fous,
with thefe various fruits the trees of Gop 390
reap’d this table. Rais’d of grafly turf

tahle was, and mofly feats had round ;

n her-ample fquare from fide to fide

:umn pil’d, though fpring and autumn here

1 hand in hand. A while difcourfe they hold
r lelt dinner cool; when.thus began 396
whor. Hea?’nly Rranger, pleafe to tafte
bounties, which our nourither, from whom
1fe& good, unmeafur’d out, defcends, .
for food and for dehght hath caus’d 400
rth to yield ; unfavoury food perhaps

-it’al natures ; only this 1 know,

ne celeftial Father givesto all. .

whom the.angel. Therefore what he gives
e.praife be ever {inyr) to man in part 408
al, may of purelt {p’rits be found )
grateful food : and food alike thofe pure
gential fubftances require, ’

h your rational ; and both contain -

1 them every lower faiculty ' 410
‘e, whereby they hear, fee, fmell, touch, tafte,
g concod, digeft, aflimilate, .

orporeal to incorporeal turn.

ow, whatever was created, needs

fultain’d and fed ; of elements, 418

-offer feeds the purer, earth thefea, :

and fea feed air, the air thofe fires

1al, and as loweft, firft the moon ; .

sein her vifage round thofe fpots, unpurg’d

rs not yet into her fubftance turnd ; 420

ith the moon no nourifhment exhale :
: Pa
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From her moift continent to higher orbs.

‘The fun, that light imparts to all, receives
From all his alimental recompenfe, N

In humid exhalations, and at ev’n -

Sups with the ocean. Though in heav’n the tree
Of life ambrofial fruitage bear, and vines

Yield netar ;. though from off the boughs eachr
We bruth mellifluous dews, and find the grourdd
Cover’d with pearly grain : yet Gob hath here
Vary’d this bounty fo with new delights,

As may compare with heav’n; and to tafte,
Think not 1thall be nice. So down they fat,
And to their viands fell : nor feemingly - -
The angel, nor in mift, the zommon glofs

Of Theologians ; but with keen difpatch -

Of real hunger, and conco&ive heat

To tranfubftantiate, what redoudds, tranfpires
‘Through fp’rits with eafe ; nor wonder ; xf byﬁn
Of footy coal th” empiric alchemift . ., -

Can turn, or holds it poffible to turn,

Metals of droffielt ore to perfe& gold,

As from the mine. Mean while at table Eve

_ Minifter’d naked, and their ﬂowmg cups

With pleafunt liquors crown’d.- O innocence
Deferving Paradife ! if ever, then, - -

Then had the fons of Gop excufe t’ have bcen
Enamour’d at that fight; but in thofe hearts
Love unlibidinous reign’d, nor jealoufy

Was underftood,the injur'd lover’s hell. -

* Thus when with meats and drinks they had fuf
Not burden’d nature, fudden mind arofe

In Adam, not to let th’ occafion pafs -

. Giv’n him by this great conference, to know
Of things above this world, and of their be’ing
Who dwell in heav’n, whofe excellence he faw
Tranfcend his own fo far, whofe radiant forms,
Divine effulgence, whofe high pow’r fo far
Exceeded human : and his wary fpeech
Thus to th’ empyreal minifter he fram’d.’

Inhabitant with Gop, now know I well

Thy favour, in this honour doneto mansy
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‘whofe lowly roof thou haft vouchfuf’d

:er, and thefe earthly fruits to tafte,

10t of angels, yet accepted fo, 465
: more willingly thou coula’ft not feem

w'n’s high feafts t’ have fed; yet what compare?
whom the winged Hierarch reply’d.

im, one Almighty is, from whom -

ings proceed, and up to him return, 470
deprav’d from good ; created all

o perfe&ion, one firft matter all

d with various forms, various d es

ftance, and in things that live, of life;

ore refin’d, more {pirit’ous, and pure, 475
ar to him plac’d, no nearer tending,

n their feveral aive fpheres aflign’d,

»dy up to fpirit work, in bounds

rtion’d to each kind. So {rom the root

s lighter the green ftalk, from thence the leaves
1iry, laft the bright confammate flow’r 483
i odorous breathes : flow’rs, and their fruits,
nourifhment, by gradual {cale fublim’d,

:al {p’rits afpire, to animal,

elle@ual : give both life and fenfe, 485
and underftanding ; whence the foul

n receives, and reafon is her being,

arfive, or intuitive : difcourfe

+ft yours, the latter mok is ours,

ing but in degree, of kind the fame. 490
er not then, what Gop for you {aw good

:fufe not, but convert, as you,

oper fubftance. *Time may come, when men
angels may participate, and find
sonvénient-di’et, nor too light fare ; 495
rom thefe corporal nutriments perhaps

bodies may at laft turn all wo fp’rits,

w’d by tra& of time, and wing’d afcend

eal, as we, or may at choice - - :

or in heav’nly Paradifes dwell ; 508

be found obedient, and retain :
erably firm his love entire, -

¢ progeny youare. Mean while enjoy
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Your £ill what happinels this happy ftate

Can comprehend, incapable of mare.

* 'I'o whom the patriarch of mankind reply’d.

O favourable {p’rit, propitious gueft, .

Well haft thou taught the way thai might dire&
Qur knowledge, and the fcale of nature fet .
From center. to circumference, whereon, g
In contempjation of created things,

By fleps we may afcend to Goo. But fay,

What meant that caution join’d, If ye be found
Obedient 7 Can we want obedience.then

‘T'o him, or poflibly his love defert, [
Who form’d us from the duft, and plac’d us here
Full ta the utmoft me.dure of what blifs

Human defires can feek or apprehend ?

To whom the angel.’ Son of heav’n and earth,
Attend.:  That thou art happy, cwe to Gon ;
‘That thou continu’t fuch, owe to thyfelf,

That is, to thy obedience; therein ftand.
‘This was that caution giv’nthee ; be advis’d.
" Gup made thee perfe&, hot immutable ;'
And good he made thee, but to perfevers |
He left it in thy pow’r ; ‘ordain’d thy will )
By natyre free, nor over-rul’d by fate
Inextricable, or ftri& neceflity :
©Our voluntary fervice he requires,
Not our neceflitated ; fuch with him
Finds mo acceptance, nor can find ; for how
Can hearts, not free, be try’d whether they ferve
Willing or no, who_ wiil but what they muit
By deitiny, and can no oth-r chufe ?- -
Myfelf and all th’ angelic hoft, that ftand
In fight of Gop enthron’d, our happy ftate
Hold. as you yours, while our.obedience holds ;
On other furety none ; freely we ferve,
Beraufe we freely love, as in our will
T'o love or not.; in this we ftand or fall: 1
And fom= are fall’n, to difoheaience fall’n,
And fo from heav’n to deepeft hell ; O fall
From what high ftate of blifs into what woe |
To whom our great progenitor. ‘Lhy words
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Attentive, and with more delighted ear, 545

Divine icftru@or, I have heard, that when

Cherubic fongs by night from neighb’ring hills

Acreal mufic fend : nor knew [ not

1 Tobe both will and dced created free ;

© Yetthat we never fhall forget to love 550
©Our Maker, and obey him whofe command
Si'agle is yet {0 juft, my conftunt thoughts -
Aflur'd me’, and ftill affure : though what thou tell’ft
Hath*pafs®d in heav’n, fome doubts within me move,
But more defire to hear, if thou confent, 55§
The full relation . which muft needs be ftrange,

" Worthy of fucred filence to be heard : .
And we have yet large day ; for fearce the fun
Hath finifh’d half his journey, and fcarce begins
His other half in the great zone of heav’n. 560
¢- Thus Adam made requeft : and Raphael, :
Afier fhort paufe affenting, thus began. :

High matter thou injoin’ft me’, O prime of men,

8ad tatk, and hard : for how fhall I relate

:
|
i

~ To human fenfe th’ invifible exploits 565
warring fpirits ! how without remorfe .
e ruin of fo many glorious once N

And perfe@ while they ftood ? how laft unfold
: fe. rets of another world. perhaps’ : !
Not Liwful to reveal ? Yet for thy gond” 57®
is is difpens’d ; and what farmounts the reach ™ -
Of human fenfe, ! fhall delineate fo, .
By lik’ning fpiritual to corporeal forms,
May exprefs them beft ; though what if eatth
but the thidow of heav’n, and things therein 57%
h ¢’ other like. more than on earth is thought? -
s yet this workd was rot, and Chaos wild  [refty
Re'gn-’c:l where thefe h- av’ns now roll, where earth now

. ,.Pon her centre pois’d ; when on a day ‘
(For time, though in etcrnity apply’d - 580

T"Jnmion, meafures all things durable
Y Prefent, paft. and futur.) on fuch a day
Piys heav’n’s great year brings forth. th’ empyreal hoft.
£ angels, by impceri:l fummons call’d, !
Wavmenble betore th’ Almighty’s throne . 'gRy
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Forthwith, from all the ends of heav’n, appear’d ‘4
Under their hierarchs in orders bright : : ]
Ten thoufand thoufand enfigns high advanc’d, b
Standards and gonfalons ’twixt van and rear - {
Stream in the air, and for ditincion ferve - - yod!
Of hierarchies, of orders, and degrees; =~ -.: ,l
Or in their glitt’ring tiffues bear emblazd -+ + 7~
Holy memorials, a&s of zeal and love ~ - -~ -~
Recorded eminent. Thus when in orbs L
Of circuit inexpreffible they ftood, N
Orb within orb, the Father mﬁmte, B
By whom in blifs imbofom’d fat the Som, Y
AmidR as from a flaming mount. whofe top -
Brightnefs had made invifible, thus {pake. .
Hear all ye angels. progeny of light, -~ 6ce

Thrones, dominations, princedoms, virtues, pow’ss,
Hear my decree, which unrevok’d thall ftand.

‘This day | have begot whom 1 declare

My only-Son, and on this holy hill -
Him have anointed, whom ye'fow behold - 60§
At my right hind : your Head I him appoint; :
And by myfelf have {worn, to him fhall bow
All knees in heav’n, and fhall confefs him Lorp: *
Under his great vicegerent reign abide .
United as one individua} foul, N 1T X
For ever happy : him who difobeys, '
Me difobeys, breaks union, and that day
Caft out from Gob and blefled vifion, falls R

-

h)
Into’ uiter darknefs, deep ingulf’d, his place: = - 1
Ordain’d without redemption, without end. - 61§ {

So fpake th’ Gmnipotent, and with his words

All feem’d well pleas’d; all feem’d, but were not all.

"That day, as other folemn days, they ipent

In fong and dance about the facred hill 3

MyRical dance, which yonder flarry {phere 620

Of planets and of fix’d, in all her wheels

Refembles neareft, mazes intricate,

Eccentric, intervolv’d, yet regular,
* Then moft, when moft irregular they feem,

And in their motions harmony divine, 625
&0 fmouths her charming tones, that Gov's cwnear

A
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~

. delighted. Ev’ning now approach’d
re have alfo” our ev’ning and our morn,
rs for change dele&able, not need),
rith from dance to fweet repaft they turn 630
13 ; allin circles as they ftood,
are fet, and on a fudden piPd
ingels’ food, and rubied ne@ar flows,
1, in diamond, and mafly gold ; )
f delicious vines, the growth of heav’'n. 63§
v’rs repos’d, and with frefh flow’rets crown’d,
at, they drink, and in communion fweet
mmortality and joy, fecure
‘eit, where full meafure only bounds
. before th’ all bounteous King, who fhow’r’d
opious hands, rejoicing in their joy. 641
then ambrofial night, with clouds exhal’d
hat high mount of Gop, whence light and fhade
both, the face of brighteft heav’n and chang’d
teful twilight, (for night comes not there 64§
ter veil), and rofeate dews difpos’d,
:th’ unfleeping eyes of Gob toreft;
yvet all the plain, and wider far
Ul this globous eartk in plain outfpread, -
are the courts of Gop}), th’ angelic throng, 650
’d in bands and files, their camp extend
ng ftreams among the trees of life,
ns numberlefs, and fudden rear’d,
\l tabernactes, where they flept . . . '
! with cool winds; fave thofe who, in their courfe,
ous hymns about the fov’reign throne 656
ate all night long  But not {fo wak’d
. fo call him now, his former name
d no more inheav’n ; he of the firft,
he firt Arch Angel, great in pow’r, - G660
»ur and pre-eminence, yet fraught
nvy ’gainlt the Son of Gop, that day
r’d by his great Father, and proclaim’d
1 King anointed, could .not bear )
gh pridethatfight, andthought himfelf impiir’d.
nalice thence conceiving, and difdain, 666
is midnight brought on the dufky hour,

&
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Friendlieft to fleep and filence. be refolv’d B
With all his legions to diflodge, and leave
Unworfhipp’d, unobey’d, the throne fupreme, 67
Contemptuous ; and his next fubordinate
"Awak’ning, thus to him in fecret fpake.

Sleep’t thom, companion dear, what fleep can dofe
Thy eye-lids? and remember’ft what decree '
of yeﬁerday, fo late hath pais’d the lips 67¢
Of heav’n’s Almighty Thou to me thy thoughts °
W.lt wont, I mineto thee was wont ¢’ i impart 3
Both waking we were one ; how then can now
Thy fleep diffent ? New laws thou feeft impos’d; |
New laws from hini who reigns, new minds may raife
In us who ferve, new counfels to debate 68t
‘What doubtful may enfue : more in this place
To utter is not fafe.  Affemble thou
Of all thefe myriads which we lead the chief s
Tell them that by command, ere yet dim night * 68§
Her fhadowy cloud withdraws, 1 am to hafte, :
And all who under me their banners wave,
Homeward, with flying march, where we poflefs
The quarters of the north; there to prepare
Fit entertainment to receive our King, 690
‘The great Mefiah, and his new commands,

Who fpeedily through all the hierarchies -
Intends to pafs triumphant, and give laws. .

So fpzke the falfe Arch-angel, and infus’d .
Bad influence into th’ unwary breaft - 695 |
Of his affociate : he together calls, .|
Or feveral one by ene, the regent powers,

Under him regent ; tells, as he was taught,
That the Moft High commanding, now ere night, .
Now ere dim night had difincumber’d heav’n, 70
The great hicrarchal ftandard was to move ;
TFells the fuggefted caufe, and cafts between

" Ambiguous words and jealoufies, to found
Or taint integrity : but all obey’d ,
The wonted fignal, and fuperior voice - qof
Of their great potentate ; for great indeed*® '
His name, and high was his degree in heav’n ;

2dis count’nance, as the morning Yax that guides
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xrry flock, allur’d them, and with lies

ifter him the third part of heav’n’s hot. 719

n while th’ Eternal eye, whofe fight difcerns

fett thoughts, from fofth his holy mount,

'om within the golden lamps that burn

j before him, faw, without their light, .

on rifing ; faw in whom how {pread 918

g the fons of morn, what multitudes

sanded to oppofe high his decree 3

niling to his only Son, thus faid.

, thou in whom my glory I behold
refplendence, heir o% all my might, 2
it now concerns us to be fure

omuipotence, and with what arms

ean to hold what anciently we claim

ty or empire : fuch a foe

1g» who intends t* ere& his throne 724
to oiirs, throughout the fpacious north ;

« content. hath in his thought to try

tle, what our pow’r is, or our right.

.advife, and to this hazard draw

peed what force is left, and all employ 730

- defence ; leRt unawares we lofe

wur high place, our fag&uary, our hill.

whom the Son with calm afpe&, and clear,

1ing divine, ineffable, ferene, '

anfwer. Mighty Father, thou thy foes 73§
hatt in derifion, and fecure -

V& at their vain defigns and tumults vain ;

r to me of glory, whom their hate

ates, when they fee all regal pow’r

me to quell their pride, and in event 740
whether I be dextrous to fubdue

ebels, or be found the worft in heav’n.

fpake the Son ; but Satan, with his pow’rs,

as advanc’d on winged fpeed, an hoit )

nerable as the ftars of night 748

1rs f morning dew-drops, which the fun

arlson ev’ry leaf and ev’ry flower.

ns they pafs’d, the mighty regencies

raphim, and Potentates, and Thronss,

Qs
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In their triple degrees ; regions to which 750
All thy dominion, Adam, is no more .
Than what this garden is to all the earth, i
And all the fea, from one entire globofe

Stretch’d into longitude ; which having pafs’d,
Atlength into the limits of the north 11
They came ; and Satan to his Royal feat P
High on a hill, far blazing, as a mount

Rais’d on a mount, with pyramids and tow’rs .
From diamond quarries hewn, and rocks of gold ;
‘The palace of great Lucifer, (fo cal} 260
That fructure in the diale¢ of men - g
Interpreted) which not long after, he

Affeding all equality with Gon,

In imitation of that mount whereon .
Mefliah was declar’d in fight of heav’n, 763
‘The mountain of the congregation call’d ; .
¥or thither he affembled all his train,

Pretending fo commanded to confolt

About the great reception of their King,

Thither'to come; and with calumniousart - 70
Of counterfeited truth, thus held therr ears. N
Thrones, dominations, princedoms, virtues, pow’
If thefe magnific titles yet remain - '

Not merely titular, fince by decree

Another now hath to himfelf ingrofs’d 718
All pow’r, and us eclips’d under the name

Of King anointed : for whom all this hafte

Of midnight- march, and hurried meeting here,

This only to confult how we may betft,

With what may he devis’d of honours new, 780
leceive him, coming to receive from us o
Knee tribute yet unpaid, proftration vile,

‘Too much to one, but double how endur’d,

To one and to his image now proclaim’d,

But what if better counfels might ere& 785

QOur minds, and teach us to calt off this yoke ?

Will you fubmit your necks, and chufe to bend

The fupple knee ? Ye will not, if [ trult

To know ye right, or if you know yourfelves

Natives and fons of heav'n policisd helowe P
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ae: and if not equal all, yet free,

ly free ; for orders and degrees

t with liberty, but well contfift.

an in reafon then, or right, affume

chy over fuch as live by right 795

uals, ifin pow’r and fplendour lefs, .

:dom equal ? or can introduce -

ad edi& on us, who without law

t ? much lefs for this to be our Lorn,

sok for adoration, to th’ abufe - 8co

fe imperial titles, which affert

iing ordain’d to govern, not to fervé.

s far his bold difcourfe without control

adience ; when among the Seraphim _

» than whom none with more zeal ador’d 8og

eity’, and divine commands obey’d,

up; and in a flame of zeal fevere

irrent of his fury thus oppos’d.

‘gument blafphemous, falfe and proud |

. which no ear ever to hear in heav’n 810

ed, lealt of all from thee, ingrate,

ze thyfelf {o high above thy peers.

thou with impious obloquy condemn

ift decree of Gob, pronounc’d and fworn,

o his only Son, by right endu’d 815

egal fceptre, ev’ry foul in heav’n

send the knee, and in that honour due

§ him rightful King? Unjult, thou fay’ft,

unjult, to bind with laws the free,

qual over equals to let reign, 820

rer all with unfucceeded power.

hou give law to Gop? fhalt thou difpute

iim the points of liberty, who made

vhat thou art, and form’d the powers of heav’n

is he pleas’d, and circumfcrib’d their being ? 82§

* experience taught, we know how ‘good, :

f our good and of our dignity

rovident he is ; how far from thought

ke us lefs, bent rather to exalt

1ppy ftate, under one head more near 830
Bat to grant it thee unjult, _
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Trne ARGUMENRT.

Raphael continues to relate bow Mickael and Gakriel plr‘
Jent firth lo battle againft Satam and bis angels. - Th
Jirft fight deferibed : Satan and bis powers retire undet
night : be calls a council, irnvents devilifl enginas, which -
in the fecond day’s fight put Mickael and bis angels 14 .
Jome diforder ; but they at length pulling up moumpaint, ,
overavbhelmed both the firce and machines of Satany yib
the tumult not fo ending, God on the third day fends.
Meffiab bis fon, for whom he had referved the glory of
#hat victory : be in the prwer of his Father. coming to the
place, and caufing all bis legions to fland fiilk on cither
Jide, with bis chariot and thunder driving into the midfd
‘of his enemies, purfuss them, unable o refift, towards"
the walls of heaven ; awhich opening, they leap davan qwith
borror and confufion into the place of punifbmept pre
pared for them in the decp : Meffiah returns awith trie |

umph to his Father.. .

L L night the dreadlefs angel, unpurfp’d, . :
Through heav’n’s wide champain held his way,
: till morn, B B
Wak’d by the circling hours, withrefy hand, | ..
Unbarr’d the gates of light. Therg is acave | .
Within the mount of Gdb, falt by his throne,; 1, §»
Where light and darknefs in perpetual ropnd 1., ...
Lodge and diflodge by turns, which maﬁ:‘.lﬁmp By
Graceful viciflitude, like day and night; Cheavs,
Light iffues forth, and at the other door LA
Obfequious darknefs enters, till her hour . 10]
‘T'o veil the heav’n, though darknefs there might well
Scem twilight here : and now went forth the mora- *
Such as in highelt heav’n array’d in gold
Empyreal ; froca before her vamii? & wighs,
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wough with orient beams; when all the plain 1§

d with thick embattled fquadrons bright, '

ts and flaming arms, and fiery fteeds

ing blaze on blaze, firft met his view.

e percgiv?d, war in procinét ; and found

ly known what he for news had thought 20

re reported ; gladly (hen he mix’d

g thofe friendly pow’rs, who him receiv’d

oy and acclamations loud, that one, o

f fo many. myriads fall’n, yet one .

’d not laft, .- On to the faéred hill. 39

ed-him high applauded, and prefent -

the feat fupreme ; from whence a voice,

nidft a golden cloud, thus mild was heard. . -

-ant of Gop, well done, well haft thou fought:

stter fight, who fingle haft maintain’d s°

& revolted multitudces the caufe. )

th, i word mightier than they in arms;

»r the teftimony of truth haft borne

fal reproach, far worfe to bear

riolence : for this was all thy care, 38

wt-approv’d in fight of Gon, though worlds

. thee perverfe. . The eafier conqueft now

ns thee, aided by this hoft of friends,

n thy foes more glorious to return .

corn’d thou did’lt depart ; and to fubdue 40

ce, who feafon for their law refufe,

retfon for their Iaw, and for their King -

1, who by right of merit reigns.

ichael, of eeleitial armies prince ; .

10u in military prowels pext, , . 43

1, ledd forth to battl¢ thefe my fons

ibYé, lead forth my armed faints,

sufands and by millions, rang’d for fight

in’ number to that godlefs crew '

ious: thém with fire and hoftile arms 50

(s affault; 2nd to the brow of heav’n

ng, drive them out from Gob and blifs,

ieir place of punifhment, the gulf

starus, which ready opens wide

ry chaos to receive their fall. - <s
R :
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Havec rais’d inceflant armies to defeat
Thy folly : or with folitary hand
Reaching beyond all limit, at one blow, L
Unaided, could have finifh’d thee, and whelm’d
Thy legions undcr darknefs ; but thou feeft
All are not of thy train ; there be who faith :
-Prefer and piety :0 Gob, though then
"To thee not vifible, when I alone 14§
Seem’d in thy world erroneous to diffent :
Fromall: my fe& thou feeft ; now learn too late
How few fometimes may know, when thoufands e
. Whom the grand foe, with fcornful eye afkance,”
“Thus anfwer’d. . Ill for thec, but in wifh’d-hour 159
Of my revenge, firlt fought for thou return’it
From flight, feditious Angel, to receive
Thy merited reward, the firlt effay . -
Of this right hand provok’d, fince firft that tongue, .
- Infpir’d with contradiion, durlt appofe _ . 158
A third part of the gods, in fynod met!
Their deitics to affert, who while they feel .
Vigour divine within them. can allow _
Omnipotence to none.-. But well thou com’ft
- Before thy fellows, ambitious ta win . 160
" From me fome plume, that thy fuccefs may fhow
Deftru&ion to the reft : .this paufe between
( Unanfwer’d left thou boaft) to let thee know ;
At firft 1 thought that liberty and heav’n
“To heav’nly fouls had been all one: butnow 16§
T fee that moft through floth had rather ferve,
Minift’ring {p’rits, train’d up in feaft and fong ;
Such haft thou arm’d, the minftrelfy of heav’n,
Servility with freedom to contend, |
As both their deeds compar’d this day fhall prove. 178
T'o whom in brief thus Abdiel flern reply’d.
Agpnftate, ftiil thon err’ft. nor end wilt find
Of erring, from the path of truth remote :
Unjuftly thou deprav’ft it with the name
Of f=rvitude, to ferve whom Gop ordains, 17§
Or Nature ; Gobo and Nature bid the fume,
When he who rules is worthi- , and excels
Them whom he governs. This is furvimde,
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th’ unwife, or him who hath rebell’d .
his worthier, as thine now {erve thee, 180
not frée, but to thyfelf inthrail’d
1y dar’k our minift’ring upbraid.
1ou m héll, thy kingdom ; let me ferve -
0 Gop ever bleft, and his divine
sbey, worthieft to be obey’d ; 185
ns in hell, not realms, expe& ; mean while
e return’d, as erft thou faidft, from flight,
etmg on thy impious creft receive.

ing, a noble flroke he lifted high,
wng not, but fo fwift with tempeft fell lpa
s>roud creft of Satan, that no ﬁght, .
ion of fwift thought, lefs could his fhield,

R intercept : ten paces huge,

recoil’d ; the tenth on bended knce,
¥ fpear upltay’d ; as if on earth 19§
nder ground, or waters'forcing way,
ibad pu(h’d a mountain from his feat,

with all his pines. Amazement feiz'd

el thrones, but greater rage, to fee
#’d their mightieft ; ours joy fill’d, and fhovt,
of vifory, and fierce defire 291
=: whereat Michael bid found ,
h-angel trumpet ; "through the vaR of heav’n
ed, and the faithful armies rung .
1to the high’eft : nor ftood at gaze = 2c§
erfe legions, nor lefs hideous join’d .
rid fhock  Now florming fury rofe,
mour fuch as heard in heav’n till now
rer ; arms on armour clafhing bray’d ,
: difcord, and the madding wheels 219
:n chariots rag’d ; dire was the noife :
i€t ; over head and difmal hifs

darts in flaming vollies flew,
ing vaulted either hoft with fire, .
r fiery cope together rufh’d 215
ttles main, with ruinous aflault -
xtinguifhable rage : all heav’n
led; and had earth been then, all earth
bercenter fhook. What wondix? when
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Millions of fierce encount’ring angels fought - 220
On cither fide, the leaft of whom could wield
T'hefe elements, and arm him with the force I
Of all their regions: how much more of pow’r
Army’ againft army numberlefs to raife .
Dreadful combuftion warring, and difturb, 1§
Though not deftroy, their happy native feat;
Had not tly eternal King omnipotent,
From his Rrong hold of heav’n, high over rul’d
And limited their might, though number’d fuch
As each divided legion might have feem’d 230
A numerous hoft, in ftrength each armed hand
Alegion, led in fight, yet leader feem’d
Each warrior fingle as in chief, expert
When to advance, or ftand, or turn the fway
Of battle, open when, and when to clofe 23§
T'he ridges of grim war : no thought of flight, '
None of retreat, no unbecoming deed ’
That argu’d fear ; each on himfelf rely’d,
As only in his arm the moment lay
Of viftory : deeds of eternal fame T 240
Were done, but infinite ; for wide was {pread
‘That war, and various, fometimes on firm ground
A ftanding fight : then foaring on main wing
Tormefited all the air; all zir feem’d then
Conflicting fire. Long tim= in even fcale 24§
The battle bung ; till Satan, who that day
Prodigious pow’r had thown, and met in arms
No equul, ranging through the dire attack
Of\fighting Seraphim confus’d, at length
Saw wh1e the [word of Michael fmote, and fell’d 250
&quadrons at once ; with huge two -handed fway
Brandi(h'd aloft, the horrid edze came down
‘Wide walling ; fuch deltru&ion to withftand
He hafted, and oppos'd the rocky orb
Of tenfold adamart, his ample thield, 255
A vaft circumiference. At Lis approach
‘The great Arch-angel from his warlike toil
Surceas’d, and glad, as hoping here to end

Intefline waria heav'n, th’ arch-{oe (vbdw’d

Or captive drage’J in chaing, wih hokie frown 160
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ifage all inflam’d firft thus began.

hor of ev’il, unknown till thy revolt,

vd in heav’n, now plenteous, as thou feeft

1&@s of hateful ftrife, hateful to all,

h heavieft by juft meafure on thyfelf, 2635
1y adherents: how haft thou difturb’d

1’s blefled peace, and into natuze brought

, uncreated till the crime T
rebellion? how haft thou inflill’d

alice into thoufands, once upright . 27e
iithful, now prov’d falfe ? But think not here
uble holy reft; heav’a cafts thee out

all her confines. H:av’n, the feat of blifs,

i not the works of violence and war.

then, and evil go with thee along, . 27¢
Tspring, to the place of evil, hell,

ind thy wick&crcw; there mingle broeils, -

is avenging fword begin thy doom,

1¢ more fudden vengeance wing’d from Gop
itate thee with augmented pain. 280
»ake the Prince o% angels ; to whom thus
wverfary. Nor think thou with the wind

7 threats to awe whom yet with deeds

:anft not, Haf thou turn’d the leaft of thefe .
‘ht, or if to fall, but that they rife 285
quifh’d, eafier to tranfact with me

hou fhould’ft hope, imperious, and with threats
fe me hence ? Err not, that fo fhall end

rife which thou call’ft evil, but we ftyle .
rife of glory ; which we mean to win, 290
n this heav’n itfelf into the hell

fableft ; here however to dwell free,

to reign: mean while thy utmoft force,

’in him nam’d Almighty to thy aid,

ot, but have fought thee far and nigh. 29§
y ended parle, and both addrefs for fight
akable ; for who, though with the tongue

igels, can relate, or to what things

on earth confpicuous, that may Fift

n imagination to fuch heizht 3co
dlike pow’r? for likeft-gods they feemld,
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r00d they or mov’d, in ftature, motion, arms,

Fit to decide the empire. of great Heay’n.

Now wav’d their fiery fwords, and in the air .

IMade horrid circles ; two broad funs their fhields 3(5

Blaz’d oppofite, while expetation ftood °

In horror: from each hand with fpeed retir’d, -

Where erft was thickeft fight, th’ angelic throng,

And left large field, unfafe within the wind

Of fuch commotion : fuch as, to fet forth =~ - 310

Great things by fmall, if nature’s concord broke,

Among the conftellations war were fprung,

Two planets, rufuing from afped malign

Of fiercelt oppofition, in mid 1Ry,

Should combat, and their jarring‘fpheres confound. 315

Together both, with next t Almighty arm

Uplified imminent, oné firoke tl’y aim’d

‘That might determine, and not need repeat, .

As not of pow’r at once; nor odds appear’d .

In might or fwift prevention ; but the fword - 320

OUf Michael from the armoury of Gop

Was giv’n him temper’d fo, that neither keen

Nor folid mlght refift that edge : it met

The fword of batan, with fteep force to fmite

Defcending. and in half cut fheer ; nor ftay’d, 325

But with fwift wheel reverfe, deep cnt’nng. fhar’d

All his right fide ; then Satan firft knew pain,

And writh’d hlm to and fro convolv’d. fe fore

The griding fword with difcontinuous wound

P.is’d through him : but th’ ethereal fubftance closd

Not long divifible ; and from the gafh 33

A fiream of ne&’rous humour iffuing flow’d

Sanguine, fuch as celeftial {p’rits may bleed,

And all his armour ftain’d, ere while fo bright.

Yorthwith on all fides to his aid was run 135

By Angels many and ftrong, who interpos’d

D.fence; while others bore lmn on their fhields

Backto hl.. chariot, where it ftood retir’d

From off the files of war; there they him laid

Gnathing for anguifh, and defpite, and thame, 340

%o find himielf not matchlets, and his pride
Humblcd by {uch rebuke, fo far beneath
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nfidence to equal Gop in pow'r.
m he heal’d ; for fp’rits that live throughout
o ev’ry part, not as frail man 345
-ails, heart or head, liver or reins,
t but by annihilating die ;
their liquid texture mortal wound
¢, no more than can the fluid air : .
art they live, all head, all eye, all ear, 350
elle@, allfenfe; and as they pleafe,
imb,.themfelves, and colour, fhape, or fize
¢, as like them beft, condenfe or rare.
n while in other parts like deeds deferv’d
rial, where the might of Gabriel fought, 35§
ith fierce enfigns pierc’d the deep array
loch, furious, king ; who him defy’d,
¢t his chariot- wheels to drag him bound
.en’d, not from e Holy One of heav’n
n’d his tongue blafphemous ; but anon 360
cloven to thewaift, with fhatter’d arms
ncouth pain fled bellowing. On each wing
ind Raphael, his vaunting foe,
h huge, and in a rock of diamond arm’d, .
ift’d Adramelech, and Afmadai, . -365
iotent Thrones, that to be lefs than gods
a’d, but meaner thoughtslearn’d in their flight,
ed with ghaftly wounds through plate and mail.
»od unmindful Abdicl to annoy .
hieft crew, but with redoubled blow 370 .
ind Arioch, and the violence
miel fcorch’d and blafted, overthrew.
ight relate of thoufands, and their names
ze here on carth ; but thofe elect - )
3, contented with their fame in heav’n, 375
ot the praife of men : the other fort,
ht though wondrous, and in atts of war,
‘renown lefs eager, yet by doom
*d from heav’n and facred ‘memory, .
efs in dark oblivion let them dwell. 386
ength from truth divided, and from juft,
ible, naught merits but difpraife
nominy ; yet to’ glory afptres,
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-Vain: glorious, and through.infamy feeks fame :
- Therefore eternal filence be their doom. S 1
And now their mightieft quell’d, the battle fwervid
With many an inroad gor'd; déformed rout
Enter’d, ard foul diforder; all the ground
With fhiver’d armour ftrown, and on a heap -
Chariot and charioteer lay overturn’d,
And fiery foaming fteeds ; what ftood, recoil’d
O’er-weatied, through the faint Satanic hoft
Defenfive {carce, or with pale fear furpris’d,
Then firft with fear furpris’d, and fenfe of pain, .
Fled ignominious, to fuch evil brought 39§
By fin of difobedience, till that hour
Not liable to fear, or flight, or pain.
Far otherwife th’ inviolable faints,
In cubic phalanx firm, advanc’d entire,
Invulnerable, impenetrably arsd’d ; 400
Such kigh advantages their innocence
Gave them above their foes, not to have finn'd,
Not to have difobey’d ; in fight they ftood
Unwearied, unobnoxious to be pain’d
By wound, though from their place by violence mov’d.
Now night her courfe began, and over heav’n 4¢6
Inducing darknefs, grateful truce impos’d,
And filence on the odious din of war:
Under her cloudy covert both retir’d,
Vidor and vanquifh’d. On the foughten field 410
Michael and his Angels prevalent
Incamping, plac’d in guard their watches round,
Cherubic waving fires ; on th’ other part,
Satan with his reb. llious difappear’d,
Fur in the dark diflodg’d ; and void of reft, 413
His potentates to council call’d by night s
And in the midft thus undifmay’d began.
O now in danger try’d, now known in arms
Not to be over pow’r’d, companions dear,
Found worthy not of liberty alone 430
‘T'oo mean pretence, but what we more effed,
1Honour, dominion, glery, and renown 3
Who have fuftain’d one day in doubtful fight,
(And if one day, why not eternal duys ?)
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t heav’n’s Lorp had powerfulleft to fend 42§

nft us from about his throne, and judg’d

:ient to fubdue us to his will,

woves not fo : then fallible, it feems,

ture we may deem him, though till now

ifcient thought. T'rue is, lefs firmly arm’d, 430

: difadvantage we endur’d, and pain,

1ow not known, but known as foon contemn’d ¢

now we find this our empyreal form

»able of meortal injury,

rifhable, and though pierc’d with wound, 435

clofing, and by native vigour heal'd.

il then {o fmall as eafy think ‘

remedy ; perhaps more valid arms,

pons more violent, when next we meet,

ferve to better us, and worfe our foes, 449

jual what between ys made the odds,

iture none : if other hidden caufe

them fuperior, while we can preferve

art our minds, and underftanding found, .

fearch and confultation will difclafe. 445

e fat; and in th’ aflembly next upftood

ich, of principalities the prime ; '

ne he ftood efcap’d from cruel fight, -

toil’d, his riven arms to havock hewn, .

cloudy in afpe& thus anfw’ring {pake. 450

sliverer from new lords, leader to free

yment of our right as gods ; yet hard

gods, and too unequal work we find,

nft unequal arms to fight in pain,

inft unpain’d, impaffive ; from which evil 458

i muft needs enfue ; for what avails

ur or ftrength, though matchlefs, quell’d with pain

ch all fubdues, and makes remifs the hands

rightieRt ? Senfe of pleafure we may well

e out of life, perhaps, and not repine ; 460

live content, which is the calmeft life ;

pain is perfet mifery, the worft

vils; and exceflive, overturns

satience. He who therefore can invent .

1 what more forcible we may offend . o8y
S a3
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Our yet unwounded enemies, or arm -
Ourfelves with like defence, to me deferves
No lefs than for deliverance what we owe.’
« " Whereto with:lock compos’d-Satan reply’d.’
Not uninvented that, which thou aright . 478
g;:liev’ﬁ fo main to aur fuccefs, [ bring. -
ich of ns:who beholds thie bright furface .
Of this ethereous mould whereon.we ftand,
* This continent of fpacious heav’n, adorn’d, -
‘With plant, fruit, fow’r, ambrofial, gems and gold ;
Whofe eye fo fupetficially furveys -. 416
'Thefe things, as not to mind from whence they grow
Deep under ground, materials dark and crude,
. ©f fpirit’ous and fiery fpume, till touch’d -
With beav’n’sray, and temper’d, they fhoot forth 48
So beautéous. op’ning to the ambient light ? .
efe in their dark nativity the deep . - .
Shall yield us, pregnant with infernal flame ;
- Which into hollow engines, long and round,
‘Thick ramm’d, at th’ other hare wish touch of fire 485
Dilated and infuriate, fhall fend forth .
¥rom far, with thund’ring noife,-among .our foes
- Such implements of mifchief, as fhall dath
“To pieces, and o’erwhelm whatever ftands . .
Adverfe, that they fhall fear we have difarm’d 490
The Thund’rer of his. only dreaded bolt. .
Nor long fhallbe our labour ; yet ere dawn,
Effe& fhall end.our with. Mean while revive 3
: Abandon fear ; to ftréngth and counfel join’d .
Think nothing hard, much lefs to be defpair’d. 49§
" He ended, and his words their drooping chear
Enlighten’d, and their languifh’d hope reviv’d.
Th’ invention all admir’d, and each, how he
. .'To be th’ inventor mifs’d ; fo eafy’ it feem’d 499
Oncefound, which yet unfound moft would have thoug
Impofliblest Yet haplyif thy race .
Tn future days, if malice fhould abound,
Seme.one intent on mifchicf, or infpir’d
.With devilith machinations, might Jevife -
Like inftruments to plague the fons of men 40§
For fin, on war and mutual faughter beat.. ... -

-
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hwith from council to the work they flew ;

e arguing flood ; innumerable hands

e ready’; in a moment up they turn’d

¢ the celeftial foil, and faw beneath 51®
original of nature in their crude o

:eption ; fulphur’ous and nitrous foam
7 found, they mingled,.and with fubtle art,
:oéted and adufted they reduc’d
lackeft grain, and into ftore convey’d ; (317
hidden veins digg’d up (nor hath this earth
ails unlike) of mineral and Rtone,

:reof to found their engines and their balls
aiflive rum; part incentivereed

ide, pernicjous with one touch to fire. §20
i1 ére day-fpring, under confcious mght,
et they finifh’d, and in order fet,
1filent cnrcumfpe&non unefpy’d. -
ow when fair morn orient in heav’n appear’d, :

‘ofe the vitor ‘Angels, and to arins - 535
matin trumpet fung : in arms they lood
rolden panoply, refulgent hoft,
1banded ; others from the dawning hills .
k’d round and fcouts eachcoaft lrght-hrmed fcaur,
1quarter, to defcry the dlﬂant foe, . -
ve lodg’d, or whither fled, or if for flight,
1ation or in halt = him foon they met -
er fpread enfigns moving nigh, in flow
firm battalions; back wit ifpecdtcll fail- - =
hiel, of Cherubim the fwifteft wing, 535
e ﬂy ing, and in'mid air aloud thus‘cry’d.
rm warriors, arm for fight ; the foeat hand,

»m fled we thought, wd% fave us long purfmt '

i day 3 fear not his flight ; fo thick a cloud
comes, and fettled in his face I fee - 540
refolution, and fecure: let each -
adamantine coat gird well, and each
well his helm, gripe falt his orbid fhield,
1e ev’n or high; for this day will pour down,
conje@ure ought, no drizzling thow’r, - 5
rattlmg ftorm of arrows barb’d with fire,
> warn d-he them,.aware themf{elves, and foon
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In order, quit of all impediment ;
Inftant without difturb they took alarm
And onward move embattled : when behold g9
Not diftant far with heavy pace the foe
Approaching grofs and huge, in hollow eube
Training his devilith enginery, impal’d '
On ev’ry fide with fhadowing fquadrons deep,
T'o hide the fraud. At interview both food 585
A-while ; but fuddenly at head appear’d .
Satan, and thus was heard commanding loud.
. Vanguard, to rightand left the front unfold;
‘That all may fee who hate us, how we feek
Peace and compofure, and with open breaft 560
Stand ready to receive them, if they like
Our overture, and turn not back perverfe :
But that I doubt ; however witnefs heaven,
Heav’n witnefs thou anon, while we difchirge
Freely our part; ye who appointed ftand, 565
Do as you have in charge, and briefly touch
What we propound, and loud that all may hear.
" So fcoffing in ambiguous words, he fcarce
Had ende¢d ; wlhicn to right and left the front
‘Divided, and to either flank retir'd : 570
Which to our eyes difcover’d, new and ftrange,
A triple mounted row of pillars laid
On wheels (for like to pillars moft they feem’d,
Or hollow’d bodies made of oak or fir, o
With branches lopt, in wood or mountain fell’d) 5715
Brafs, iron, ftony mold, had not their mouths
With hideous orifice gap’d on us wide,
Portending hollow truce : at cach behind
A Seraph ftood, and in his hand a reed
Stood waving tipt with fire ; while we fufpenfe 580
Calle&ed ftood withiti eur thoughts amus’d
Not long ; for fudden all at once their reeds
-Put forth, and to a narrow vent apply’d
With niceft touch. Immediate in a {lame, 5§84
But foon obfcur’d with fmoke, all heav’n appear’d,
From thofe decp throated engines belch’d, whofe roar -
Imbowell’d with outrageous noife the air,
And all her entrails tore, difgorgng tow\
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r devilith glut, chain’d thunderbolts, and hail

-on globes ; which on the victor hoft 590

A1°d, with fuch impetuous fury fmote, -

t whom they hit, none on their feet might ftand,

ugh ftanding elfe as rocks, but down' they fell

houfands. Angel on Arch angel roll’d ;

fooner for their arms ; unarm’d they might s9§
e-cafily, as {p’rits evaded fwift

juick contra&ion or remove ; butnow

| diffipation follow’d, and forc’d rout ;

ferv’d it to relax their ferried files.

1t fhould they do? if on they rufh’d, repulfe 6co

eated, and indecent overthrow

bled, would render them yet more defpis’d,

| to their foes a laughter ; for in view

id rank’d of Scraphim another row,

ofture to difplode their fecond tire 6oy

hunder : back defeated to return

y worfe abhorr’d. Satan beheld their plight,

| to his mates thus in derifion call’d. )
friends, why come not on thefe viors proud?
while they fierce were coming ; and when we, G109

:ntertain them fair with.open front -0

I breaft (what could we more ?) propounded terms

-ompofition, ftraight they chang’d their minds,

v off, and into fkrange vagaries fell, -

hey would dance ; yet for a dance they feem’d 61§

1ewhat extravagant and wild, perhaps

joy of offer’d peace : but I fuppofe,

ur propofals once aguain werc heard,

fhould compel them to a quick refult.

whom thus Belial in like gamefome mood. - 620

«eader, the terms we fent were terms of weight,

1ard contents, and full of force urg’d home,

h as we tnight perceive amus’d them all,

1 ftumbled many : who receives them right, "

1 need from head to foot well underfland; - 625
underftood, this gift they have befides, :

'y fhow us when our foes wulk not upright.

o they among themfelves in pleafant vein

>d fcoffing, heighten’d in their thoughts beyond.
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All doubt of viGtory ; eternal might S |
‘T'o match with their inventions they prefum’d

So eafy’, and of his thunder made a {corn,

And all his hoft derided, while they ftood

A while in trouble : but they ftood not long : o
Rage prompted them at length, and found them arms
Againft fuch hellifh mifchief fit t’ oppofe. 636
Forthwith (behold the excellence, the pow’r,

Which Gop hath in his mighty angels plac’d )

Their arms away they threw, and to the hills )
(For Earth hath this variety from Heav’n 640
Of pleafure fituate in hill and dale) . -

Light as the light’ning glimpfe thcy ran, they flew;
From their fouridations loos’ning to and fro,

They pluck’d the feated hills, with all theit load,
Rocks, waters, woods, and by the thaggy tops 64§
Up lifting bore them in their hands. Amaze, .

Be fure, and terror, feiz’d the rebel hoft, .
When coming towards them fo dread they faw

The bottom of the mountains upward turn’d;
Till ort thofe curfed engines triple-row 636
They faw them whelm’d, and all their confidence
Under the weight of mountains buried deep ;
Themfelves invaded next, and on their heads )
Main promontories flung, which in the air, 654
Came fhadowing, and opprefs’d whole legions arm’d;
Their armour help’d their harm, crufh’d in and bruis’d
Into their fubftance pent, which wrought them pain
Implacable, and many a dolorous groan,

Long ftruggling underneath, ere they could wind ..
Out of fuch pris’on, though fp’rits of pureft light, 660
Purelt at firflt, now grofs by finning grown.

The reft, in imitation, to like arms

Betook them, and the neighb’ring hills uptore :

So hills amid the air encounter’d hills -
Hurl’d to and fro with jaculation dire, 665
*That under ground they fought in difmal fhade;
Infernal noife; war feem’d a civil gamne

T'o this uproar ; horrid copfufion heap’d

Upon confufion rofe. And now all heav’n \
Had goné to wrack, with ruin oveifgread, 679




L PARADISE LOST. g

th’ Almighty Father where he fits
n his fan&tuary of heav’n fecure,
1g on the fum of things, forefeen
ult, and pcrmntted all, advis’d :
great purpofe he might fo fuliill, 675
ur his anointed Son aveng’d
; enemies. and to declare
r on him transferr’d : whence to his Son,
lor of his throne, he thus h.gan.
ence of my glory, Son belov’d, 689
hoie face invifible is held ;
vhat by deity I am, :
vhofée hand what by d=cree I do,
Jmnipotence, two days are pafl,
r3, as we compute the days of heav’n,  68g ~
chael and his powers went {orth to tume -
fobedient : fore hath been their fight,
et was. when two fuch foes met arm’d ;
temfelves 1 left them ; and thou kuow'R
their creation they were form’d, 690
at fin hath impair’d; which yet hath wrought '
y, for I fufpend their doom ; ’
in perpetual fizht they needs muft laft

and no folution will be found :
wried hath perform’d what war can do, 69§
liforder’d rage let loofe the reins,
>untains as with weapons arm’d ; which makes
ik in heav’n, and dang’rous to the main.
75 are thersfore paﬂ:, the third is thine;

1 have ordain’d-it, and thus fan 700
Ter’d, that the glory may be thine -
1g this great war, fince none but thou

it. Into thee fuch virtue and grace
: T have transfus’d, that all may know
n and hell thy pnw r above compare; 70§ -
5 perverfe commotion gbvern’d thus,
ifeft thee worthicft to he Heir
ings. to be Huir, and to be King
d un&ion thy deferved right.

» thou mightieft., in thy Father’s might, 710
hy chariot, guide ']t.hc rapid wheels
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That fhake heav’n’s bafis ; bring forth all my war,
My bow and thunder, my almighty arms
Gird on, and fword upon thy puiffunt thigh ; .
Purfue thefe fons of darknefs, drive them out _ 71§
I'rom all heav’n’s bounds into the utter deep ;
There let them learn, as likes them, to defpife
Govo, and Mecfiah his anointed King.
He faid, ai’d on his Son with rays dire&
Shone full; he all his Father full exprefs’d m
Ineffably into his face receiv’d ;
And thus the Filial Godhead anfw’ring fpake.
O Father, O Supreme of heav’nly Thrones,
Firft, Higheft, Holicft, Beft ; thou always feek’ft
To glorify thy Son, Ialwaysthee, 735
Asis mofl jult : this [ my glory’ account,
My exaltation, and my whole delight,
"Fhat thou, in me well pleas®d, declar’lt thy will
Fulfill’d, which to fulfl is all my blifs.
Sceptre and pow’r, thy giving, 1 ailumes . 730
And gladlier thall refign, when in the end
‘Thou fhalt be all inall, and I in thee
For evar, and in me all whom thou lov’ft 2
Jut whom theu hat’it, I hate, and can put on
Fhy terrors, as I put thy mildne(s on, 738
Image of thee in all things ; and fhall foon,
Arm’d with thy might, rid heav’n of thefe rebell’d,
To their prepar’d ill manfion driven down,
'T'e chains of darknefs, and th’ undying worm,
That {rom thy juft obedience could revolt, 740
‘Whom to obey is happinefs entire.
Then fhall thy faints unmix’d, and from th’ impure
Far feparate, circling thy holy mount,
Unfeigned Halleluliahs to thee fing,
Hymus of high praife, and I among them chief. 74§
So faid, he, o'er his fceptre bowing, rofe
Trom the right hand of glory where he fat.

And the third facred morn began to fhine, [found
Dawning through heav’n. Forth rufh’d with whirlwind
The chariot of Paternal Deity, 750

Flathing thick flames, wheel within wheel undraws,
Frfelf inftin& with fpirit, but convoy'd
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ir Cherabic fhapes; four faces each

vondrous; as with ftars, their bodies all,

vings, were fet with eyes, with eyes the whetls
yl, and careering fires between ; 756
heirheads a cryjtal irmament,

:on a fapphir throne, inlaid with pure

r, and colours of the fhow'ry arch, .
celeftial panoply arm’d 760
liant Urim, work divinely wrought,

ded; at his right hand vidory

gle-wing’d ; ‘befide him hung his bow,

uiver with three.bolted thunder ftor’d ¢

rom about him fierce effufion roll'd 765
oke, and bick’ring flame, and fparkles dire.

ded with ten thoufand thoufand faints,

watd came : far off his toming fhone

wenty thoufand ( I their number heard)

sts of Gop, half on each hand, werefeen. 770
the wings of Cherub rode fublime '
e cryftalline tky, in fapphir thron’d,

ious far and wide ; but by his own
ten : them unexpeé@ed joy farpriz’d,

the great enfign of Mefliah blaz’d 778
by Angels borne, his fign in heav’n; )
» whofe condu@ Michael foon reduc’d

‘my, circumfus’d on either wing,

» their head imbodied all in one.
¢ him pow’r divine his way prepar’d ; 280
3 command th’ uprooted hills retir’d

to his place ; they heard his voice, and went
uious ; Heav’n his wonted face renew’d,
with frefh flow’rets hill and valley fmil"d.
is faw his haplefs foes, but tood obdur’d, 735
to rebellious fight rallied their powers,
fate, hope conceiving from defpair.
av’nly {p’rits could fuch perverfenefs dwell,
3 convince the proud what figns avail,
»nders move th’ obdurate to relent ? 790
harden’d more by what might moft reclaim,
ing to fee his glory, at the ﬁght

envry ; and afpiring to his height,

T2
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Stoo.1 reimbattled fierce, by force or fraud
Wecning to profper. and at length prevail 798
Againft Gop and Mefliah, or to fall
In univerial ruin loft : they now’
To final battle drew, difdaining flight,
Or faint retreat 5 when the great Son of Gop
‘To all his hoft on either hand thus fpake. 80p
Stand fill in bright array, ye Saints, here ftand, '
Ye angels arm’d, this day from battle reft ;
Faithful hath been your warfare, and of Gop
Accepted, fearlefs in his righteous caufe ; )
And as yec have receiv’d. fo have ye done 80§
Invin-ibly, but of thi< curfed crew
'The pumfhment to o-her hand belongs ;
Vengeance is his, or whofe he fole appoints s
Number to this day’s work is not ordain’d,
Nor multitude : ftund oniy, and hehold 819
Gop’s indignation on thefe godlef: pour’d '
By me’; not you, but me. they have defpis’d,
Yet envied ; againft me is all their rage,
Becaufe the Father, t whom in heav’n fupreme
Kingdom, and pow’r, and glory appertains, 81§
H.h honour’d me, according to his will. '
"1 hurefore to me their doom he hath affign’d,
‘That they may have their with, to try with me
In battle which the fironger proves, they all,
Or I alone againft tlrem. finge by firength 810
They meafure all, of other excellence
Mot emulous, nor care who them excels ;
Nor other firife with them do I vouchiafe.
So fpake the Son, and ipto terror chang’d

His count’nance too fevere to be beheld, L 114
And full of wrath ber.t on his enemies.
At once the Four {pread ou: their flarry wings
W-th dreadtul fhade contiguous, and the orbs
Of his fierce chariot roll’d, as with the found
Of torrent floods, or of a num’rous hoft. 830
Fi- on his impious foes ri;zht onward drove,
Gloomy as night ; under his burning whcels
The Redfaft empyrean fh-:ok throughout,

All but the throne itfelf of Gob. ¥Wtuwen
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g them be arriv’d, in his right hand 835

ing ten thoufand thunders, which he fent

: hum, fuch as in their foul infix’d

:s: they aftonifh’d all refiltance loft,

urage ; down their idle weapoas dropt :

rields, and h#.ms, and helmed heads he rode 840

rones and mighty Seraphim proftrate,

wifh’d the mountains now might be again

m on them, as a {helter from his ire.

{s on cither fide tempefluous fell

rows, from the fourfold- vifag’d Four 845

% with eyes, and from the living wheels

% alike with multitude of eyes;

sirit in them rul’d, and ev’ry eye

| lightning, and fhot forth pernicious fire

th’ accurs’d; that wither’d all their ftrength,

their wonted vigour left them drain’d, 851

fted, fpiritlefs, afflicted, fall’n.

f his firength he put not forth, but check’d

wnder in mid volley ; for he meant .

» deftroy, but root them out of heav’ns 855

verthrown bhe rais’d, and as a herd '

ats or timorous flock together throng’d,

them before him thunder ftiwck, puriu’d

terrors and with furies to the bounds

ryftal wall of heav’n ; which op’ning wide, 860
inward, and a fpacious gap difclos’d

1¢ walteful deep: the mouftrous fight

: them with horror backward, but far worfe
them behind : headlong themfelves they threw
from the verge of heav’n ; eternal wrath - 865§
after them to the bottomlefs pit, °

1 heard th? infufferable noife, hell faw

n running from Heav’n, and would have fled

hted ; but {tri Fate had caft too deep

ark foundations, and too falt had bound. 870

days they fell : confounded Chaos roar’d,

elt tenfold confufion in their fall

igh his anarchy, fo huge a rout

iber’d him with.ruin : Hell at laft

ing receiv’d them whole, and on therm Aaddy
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Hell, their fit habitation, fraught with fire 86
Unquenchable, the houfe of woe and pain.
Ditburden’d heav’n rejoic’d, and foon repaird

Her mural breach. returning whence it roll’d.

Sole vi&tor from th* expulfion of his foes, 880

-Meffiab his trinmphal chariot turnl ;
‘T'o meet him all his faints, who filent ftood
Eye-witneffes of his Almighty ads,
With jubilee advanc’d : and as they went,
8haded with branching palm, each order bright, 885
Sung triumph, and him fung viGorious King,

Son, Heir, and Lord, to whom dominion giv’n,
Worthieft to reign: he celebrated rode :
Triamphant through mid heav’n, into the courts
And temple of his mighty Father thron’d 890 .
On high ; who into glory him receiv’d,
‘Where now he fits at the right hand of blifs.

- Thus meafuring things in heav’n by things on earth,
At thy requeft, and that thou may’it beware.
By what is palt, to thee I have reveal’d 895
What might have elfe to human race been hid; -
The difcord which befel, and war in heav’n
Among th’ angelic pow’rs, and the deep fall
Of thofe too high afpiring, who rebell’d”
With Satan : he who envies now thy ftate, .gco
Who now is plotting how he may feduce
Thee 210 from obedience, that, with him
Bereav’d of happinefs thou may’{t partake
His punifhment, eternal mifery;
Which would be all his folace and revenge, 905
As a defpite done againk the Moft High,
‘Thee once to gain companion of his woe.
But liften not to his temptations ; warn
Thy weaker ; let 1t profit thee t’ have hear’d
By terrible example the reward 910
Ot difobedience ; firm they might have ftood,
¥et fell; remember, and fear to tranfgrefs.

Exp of Tue Sixtu Boox,
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Tue ARGUMENT.

Raphacl, at the requefl of Adam, relates how and where.
Jore this aworld awas firf? created ; that God, after the
expelling of Satan and his angels out of heaven, declared
bis pleafure to create ancther world, and other creatures
to dwell therein ; fends his Son with glory and attend-
ance of angels to perform the awork of creation in fiw
days : the angels celebrate avith hymns the performancs

thereof; and bis reafcenfion into heaven.

ESCEND from Heav’n, Urania, by that name

If rightly thou art call’d, whofe voice divine

- Following, above th’ Olympian hill 1 foar,
Above the flight of Pegafean wing.

' The meaning. not the name, [ call : for thou
Nor of the Mufes nine, nor on the top
Of old Olympus dwell’ft ; but heav’nly born,
Before the hills appear’d, or fountain flow’d,
‘Theu with eternal Wifdom didft converfe,
Wifdom thy fifter, and with her didft play
In prefence of th’ Almighty Father, pleas’d
With thy celeftial fong. Up-led by thee,
Into the Heav’n of Heav’ns I have prefum’d,
An earthly gueft, and drawn empyreal air,
Thy temp’ring ; with like fafety guided dowa,
Return me to my native element :
Lef from this flying unrein’d (as once
Bellerophon, though from a lower clime),
Difmounted, on th’ Aleian field I fall,
Erroneous there to wander, and forlorn.
Half yet remains unfung, but narrow bound
Within the vifible diurnal fphere ; :
Standing on earth, not rapt above the pole,
More fafe I fing with moral voice, unchang?d
To hoarfe or mute, though fall’n on evil days,

10

15

23
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On evil days though fall’n, and evil tongues ;
In darknefs, and with dangers compafs’d round,
And folitude ; yet not alone while thou
Vifi'lt my flumbers nightly, or when morn
Purples the calt ; fill govern thou my fonyg, 30
Urania, and fit audience find, though few.
But drive far off the barbarous diffonance
Of Bacchus and his revellers, the race
Of that wild rout that tore the [I'hracian bard
In Rhodope. where woods and rocks had ears 3
*T'o rapture, till the fuvage clamour drown’d
Both harp and voice ; nor cculd the Mufe defend -
Her fon. So fuil not thou. who thee implores ;
For thou art heav'nly. the an empty dream.
Siy. goddefs, what enfu’d when Raphacl, »
The affable Arch. angel, had forwarn’d
Adam by dire example to beware
Apoltaly, by what befel in Heav’n
To thofe apoftates. lett the like befal
In Pu‘radifc to Adam, or his race, 4
Charg’d not to touch the interdicted tree,
If they tranfgrefs, and {light that fole command,
So eafily obey’d, amid the choice
Of all taftes elfe to pleafe their appetite,
Though wanu’ring  He withhis conforted Eve 50
The ftory heard attentive, and was fill’d
With admiration and deep mufe to hear
Of things {0 hiflzh and ftrange, things to their thought
So unimaginable as hate in Heav’n,
And war {o near the peace of Gop in blifs, 11}
With fuch confufion : but the evil foon
Driv’n back rebounded as u fluod on thofe
From whom it fprurg, impoflible to mix
With bleffednefs. Whence Adam foon repeal’d
The doubts thatin his heart arofe - and now 6o
Led on, yet finlefs, with defire to know
What nearer might concern him, how this world
Of Heav’n and earth corfpicuous firft began,
When, and whereof created, for whai caufe,
WWhat within Eden, or without was done 6s
Before his memory, as onz whofe drougut
Yet fcarce allay’d ftilleyes the comrent Weeam,
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quid murmur heard, new thirft excites,

d thus to afk his heav nly gueft.

things, and full of wonder in our ears, 70
7ding trom this world, thou haft tevcal’d,
aterpreter, by favour fent

om the empyrean te forwarn

y of what might elfe have been our lofs,

n which human knowledge could not reach: -
h to th’ infinitely good we owe 76 .
J1thanks, and his admonifhment

with folemn purpofe to obferve

»ly his fov’ reign will, the end

weare. Butfince thou haft vouchfaf’ ’d 8o
or our inftrucion to impart

Jbove earthly thought, which yet concern’d
wing, as to highef wifdom feem’d,

) defcend now lower, and relate .
ay no lefs perhaps avail us known, 8
 began this Heav’n, which we behold
‘0 high, with moving fires adorn’d
-able ; and this which yields or fills

s, the ambient air wide interfus’d

ing round this florid earth ; what caufe 9o
1¢ Creator, in his holy reﬁ

1all eternity, fo late to build , .
s; and the work begun, how foon
1; if unforbid thou may’ft unfold y
e not to explore the fecrets afk g§
:ernal empire, but the more

nify his works, the more we know.

: great light of day yet wantsto run
"his race though fteep ; fufpencc in Heav’n
thy voice, thy potent voice, he hears, 160
iger will delay to hear thee tell

eration, and the rifing birth

re from the unapparent deep :
2 ftar of ev’ning and the moon .
» thy audience, night with her will bring 10§
and fleep lift’ning to thee will watch ;

an bid his abfence, till thy fong
«d difmifs thee ere d{; morning {hine.
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Thus Adam his illuftrious gueft befought ;

And thus the Godlike Angel anfwer'd mild. 1o

This alio thy requeft with caution afk’d
Ottain : though to recount Almighty works
‘What words or tongue of Scraph can fuffice,

Or heart of man futfice to con.prehend ?

Yet what thou can't attain, which beft may ferve 11§
To glorify the Maker, and infer

Thee alfo happier. {hall not be withheld )

'Thy hearing ; fuch commiffion from above

I have receiv’d to anfwer thy defire .
Ot knowledge within bounds ; beyond abflain 120
To afk, nor let thine own inventions hope

Things not reveal’d, which th’ invifible King,

Only omnifcient, hath fupprefs’d in night,

T'o none communi. «:te in Earth ot Heav’n :
Enough is left befides to fearch and know. 12§
But knowledge is as food, and needs no lefs

Her temp’rance over appetite, to know

In meafure what the mind may well contain ;
Opprefles elfe with furfeit, and foon tarns ,
Wifdem to folly?, as nourifhment to wind. 150

Know then, that after Lucifer from Heav’n
{50 call him, brighter once amidft the hoft
Of Angels, than that flar the fiars among)

Fell with his flaming legions through the deep

Into his place, and the great Son return’d 135
Victorious with his faints, th’> Omnipotent

Eternal Father from his throne beheld

"Fheir multitude, and to his Son thus fpake.

At laft our envious foe hath fail’d, who thought
All like himfelf rebellious, by whofe aid 140
‘This inaccefiible high firength, the feat
Of Deity fupreme, us difpcifefs’d,

He trufted to have feiz’d, 2nd into fraud
Drew many, whom their place knows here no more:
Yet far the greater part have kept, I ice, 14§
Their ftation - Ileav'n yet populous retains
INumber fufficient to poffefs her realms
Though wide, and this high temple to frequent
With minifteries due and {olemn rites;
DBut left his heart exalt hun iz the haym e
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one, to have difpeopled heav’n,
re fondly deem’d, I can repair
iment, if fuch it be, to lofe
and in a moment will create
world, out of one man a race 155
numerable, there to dwell,
till by degrees of merit rais’d,
1 to themfelves at length the way
, under long obedi:nce try’d ;
be chang’d to Heav’n, and Heav’n to Earth
lom, joy and union without end. 161
le inhabit lax, ye Pow’rs of Heav’n;
my word, begotten Son, by thee
rform: {peak thou, and be it done;
1adowing Sp’rit and might with thee 165
ng ;3 ride forth, and bid the deep
ipointed bounds be heav’n and Earth,
the deep, becaufe I am who fill
4 nor vacuous the fpace.
. uncircumfcrib’d myfelf retire, 170
not forth my goodnefs, which is free
not, neceflity and chance
1 not m4&, and what I will is fate.
:e th’ Almighty, and to what he fpake
1, the filial Godhead, gave effect 175
:¢ are the aé@s of Gov, more fwift
¢ ormotion ; but to human ears
ithout procefs of fpeech be told,
; earthly motion can receive.
imph and rejoicing was in heav’n, 180
:h was heard declar’d th’ Almighty’s will ;
1y fung to the moft High, good will
: men, and in their dwelling peace ;
him, whofe juft avenging ire
n out th’ un%odly from his fight, 183
labitations of the juft ; to him
d praife, whofe wifdom had ordain’d
: of evil to create, inftead
+ malign a better race to brin
vacant room, and thence diffufe 190
' to worlds and ages infinite.
Uz -
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So fang the Hierarchies. Mean while the Son

On his great expedition now appear’d, -
Girt with oninipotence, with radiance crown’d
Of majefty divine ; fapience and Jove . . 19§
Immenfe, and all his Fathey in him fhone. ;
About his chariot numberlefs were pour’d
Cherub and Seraph, Potentates and Thrones,
And Virtues, wing’d Sp’rits, and Chariots wing’d-
From th’ armoury of Gop ; where ftand of old ace
Myriads between two brazen mountains lodg’d
Againft a folemn day, harnefs’d at hand,
Celeftial equipage ; and now came forth
Spontaneous, for within them fpirit liv’d,
Actendant on their Lorp : heav’n open’d wide 20§
Her ever-during gates, harmonious found :
On golden hinges moving, to let forth
"The King of Glory in his pow’rful Word
And Spirit coming to ‘create new worlds.
On heav’ply ground they flood, and from the fhore
They view’d the vaft immeafurable abyfs, 211
Outrageous as a fea, dark, wafteful, wild, :
Up from the bottom turn’d by furious winds,

" And furging waves, as mountains, 9 affault
Heav’n’s height, and with the centre mix the pole. 21§

Silence, ye troubled waves, and thou deep, peace,

Said then th’ omnific Word, your difcord end :
Nor ftay’d ; but on the wings of Cherubim
Uplifted, in paternal glory rode
Far into Chaos, and the world unborn : 220
For Chaos heard his voice : him all his train
Follow’d in bright proceflion, to behold
Creation and the wonders of bis might.
‘Then flay’d the fervid wheels, and in his hand
He took the golden compafles, prepar’d 21§
In Gob’s eternal ftore, to circumferibe
This univerfe, and all created things ;
One foot he center’d, and the other turn’d
Round through the vaft profundity obfcure,
And faid, Thus far extend, thus far thy bounds, 230
This be thy juft circumference, O world !
« Thus Goo the Heav’'n created, thus the Earth

Matter unform’d and void ; darknefs profoued

PRI
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Cover’d th’ abyfs; but on the wat’ry calm
His brooding wings the {p’rit of Gop outfpread, 23§
And vital virtue infus’d, and vital warmth - .
" Throughout the fluid mafs ; but downward purg’d
The black, tartareous, cold, infernal dregs,
Adverfe to life : then founded, then conglob’d
Like things to like, the reft to feveral place 240
Difparted, and between fpun out the air, :
- And Earth felf-balanc’d on her centre hung.
- Let there be light, faid Gop ; and forthwith light
Ethereal, firft of things, quinteflence pure,
Sprung from the deep, and from her native calt 245
To journey through the airy gloom began,
Spher’d in a radiant cloud’; for yet the fun
as not ; fhe in a cloudy tabernacle
journ’d the while. Gop faw the light was good;
And light from darknefs by the hemifphere 250
Divided : light the day, and darknefs night
He nam’d.  Thus was the firft day ev’n and morn :
Nor paft uncelebrated, nor unfung
By the celeftia]l quires, when orient light
Exhaling firft from darknefs they beheld ; 255
Birth-day of heav’n and earth; with joy and fhout,
‘The hollow univerfal orb they fill’d,
And touch’d their golden harps, and hymning prais’d
Gobp and his works ; Creator him they fung,
Both when firft ev’ning was, and when firt morn. 260
Again, Gop faid, Let there be firmament
- Amid the waters, and let it divide
‘The waters from the waters :-and Gop made
‘The firmament, expanfe of liquid, pure, :
Tranfparent, elemental air, diffus’d 265
In circuit to the uttermoft convex :
Of this great round : partition firm and fure,
The waters underneath frpm thofe above
Dividing ; for as earth, fo he the world
Built on circumfluous waters calm, in wide 270
Cryftalline ocean, and the loud mifrule
Of Chaos far remov’d, left fierce extremes
Contiguous might diftemper the whole frame :
And heav’'n he nam’d the firmament : {oev’n
And morning chorus fung the iccond day. - 27y
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The earth was form’d, but in the womb as yet
Of waters, embryon immature involv’d,
Appear’d not : over all the face of earth
Main ocean flow’d ; not idle, but with warm
Prolific humour foft’ning all her globe, 280
Fermented the great mother to conceive, -
Satiate with genial moifture ; when Gob faid, -
Be gather’d now ye waters under leav’n
Into one place, and let dry land appear.
Immediately the mouatains huge appear afy
Emergent, and their broad bare backs upheave
Into the clouds, their tops afcend the tky:
So high as heav’d the tumid hills, fo low
Down funk a hollow bottom, broad and deep,
Capacious bed of waters ; thither they 290
Hafted with glad precipitance, uproll’d
As drops on duft conglobing from the dry ;
Purt rifein cr yRtal wall, or ridge dire&,
For hafte ; fuch flight the great command imprefs'd
On the fwift floods : as armies at the call 29§
Of trumpet (for of armies thou haft heard)
T'roop to their ftandard, fo the wat’ry throng,
Wave rolling after wave, where way they found,
If fteep, with torrent rapture, if through plain
Soft ebbing ; nor withftocd them rock or hill, g0
But they, or under ground, or circuit wide
With ferpent. error wand’ring found their way,
And on the wafhy oofe deep channels wore
Eafy, ere Gop had bid the ground be dry,
All but within thofe banks, where rivers now  3c§
Stream and perpetual draw their humid train.
The dry land, earth, and the great receptacle
Of congregated waters, he call’d feas;
And faw that it was good ; and faid, Let th’ earth
Put forth the verdant grafs, herl yielding feed, 310
And fruit-tree yielding {ruit after her kind,
Whofe feed is in herfelf upon the earth.
He fcarce had faid, when the bare earth, till then
Defert and bare, unfightly, unadorn’d,
Brought forth the tender grafs, whofc verdure clad 31§
Her univerfal face with pleafant greeny
Then kerhs of evry Jeaf, that fudden Row'ed
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Op'ning their various colours, and made gay
Her bofom fwelling fweet : and thefe fcarce blown,

i Forthflourifh’d thick th’ cluft’ring vine, forth crept 320
The fmelling gourd, up flood the corny reed
Embattled in her field, and th’ humtle thrub,
f . And buth with frizzled hair implicit: laft
Rofe as in dance the ftately trees, and fpread 324
Their branches hung with copious fruit, or gemm’d,
The bloffoms : with high woods the hills were crown’d,
}  With wfts the valleys, and each fountain fide,
. With borders ’long the rivers: that earth now
. Seem’d like to heav’n, a feat where gods might dwell,
Or wander with delight, ard love to haunt 330
Her facred fhades ; though Gop had yet not rain’d
T Upon the earth, and man to till the ground
* Nope was ; but from the earth a dewy milt -
b Went up and water’d all the ground and each
t  Plant of the field, which, ere it was cn th’ earth, 335
Gop made, and ev’ry herb, before it grew

On the green ftem ; Gop faw that it was good :

S0 ev’n and morn recorded the third day.

Again th’ Almighty {pake, Let there be lights
High in th’ expanfe of Heav'n, to divide 340
The day from night; and let them be for figns,

For feafons, and for days, and circling years ;

And let them be for lights as I ordain

Their office in the firmament of Heav’n,

To give light on the Earth ; and it was fo. 345
And Gop made two great lights, great for their ule
To man, the greater to Lave rule by day,

‘The lefs by night altern ; and made the flars,

And fet them in the irmament of Heav’n, : :
T’ illuminate the Earth; and rule the day 350
In their vicifiitude, and rule the night,

And light from darknefs to divide. Gob faw,
Surveying his great work, that it was good :

For of ceﬁﬂiaj bodies firft the fun

A mighty fphere he fram’d, unlightfome firft, 355
‘Though of ethereal mould : then form’d the moon
Globofe, and ev’ry magnitude of ftars, ’

And fow’d with ftars the Heav’n thick as a fi\dx

Of light by tar the greater part he took,
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Tranfplanted from her cloudy fhrine, and plac’d 360
In the fun’s orb, made porous to receive
And drink the liquid light, firm to retain |
Her gather’d beams, great palace now of light.
Hither, as to their fountain, other ftars .
Repairing, in their golden urns draw light, 365
And hence the morning- planet gilds her horn;
By tin&ure or reflexion they augment
Their {fmall peculiar, though from human fight
So far remote, with diminution feen. )
Firft in the eaft his glorious lamp was feen, 376
Regent of day, and all th’ horizon round
Invefted with bright rays, jocund to run
His longitude through Heav’n’s high road ; the grey
Dawn, and the Pleiades before him danc’d,
Shedding fweet irifluence ; lefs bright the moon, 37§
But oppofite in levell’d weft was fet
His mirror, with full face borrowing her light
From him ; for other light fhe needed none
In that afpeé; and fill that diftance keeps .
- Till night, then in the eaft her turn fhe fhines, 380
Revolv’d on Heav’n’s great axle, and her reign
With thoufand lefler lights dividual holds;
With thoufand thoufand ftars, that then appeard
Spangling the hemifphere : then firft adorn’d
With their bright luminaries, that fet and rofe, 38§
Glad ev’ning and glad morn crown’d the fourth day.
And Gob faid, Let the waters generate
Reptile with fpawn abundant, living foul ;
And let fowl fly above the earth, with wings
Difplay’d on th’ open firmament of heav'n. 390
And Gob created the great whales, and each
Soul living, each crept, which plenteoufly
The waters generated by their kinds,
And ev’ry bird of wing after his kind, 394
And faw that it was good, and ble(s’d them, faying,
Be fruitful, multiply, and in the feas,
And lakes, and running ftreams, the waters £ill ;
And let the fowl be multiply’d on th’ earth. |
Forthwith the founds and feas, each creek and bay,
With fry innumerable fwarm, and fholes 400
* Of fifh, that with their fins 20d ihinwg, feadley
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inder the green wave, in fculls that oft

he mid fea: part fingle or with mate ,
the fea- weed their patture, and through groves
iftray ; or fporting with quick glance, ~ 4cy
o the fun their wav’d coats dropt with gold ;
heir pearly thells at eafe, attend

wtriment ; or under rocks their food

ted armour watch; on fmooth the feal, )
ended dolphins play : part huge of bulk 410
wing unwieldy’, enormous in their gait,

ft the ocean : thereleviathan,

: of living creatures, on the deep

1'd like a promontory, fleeps or fwims,

:ems a moving lund, and at his gills 415
in, and at his trunk fpouts out a fea.

while the tepid caves, and fens, and thores,
drood as num’rous hatch, from th’ egg that foon
1ig with kindly rupture forth difc}os’tf
callow young, but feather’d foon and fledge 420
fumm’d their pens, and foaring th’ air fublime,
slang defpis’d the ground, under a cloud

[pect; there the eagle and the flork

ffs and cedar tops their eyries build = )
rofely wing the region, part more wife 42§
nmon, rang'd in figure wedge their way,
gent of feafons, and fet forth

airy caravan high over feas -
» and over lands with mutual wing e
r their flight ; fo fteers the prudent crane 430
nnual voyage, borne on winds ; the air .
» as they pafs, fann’d with unnumber’d plumes 5
branch to branch the fmaller birds with fong
d the woods, and fpread their painted wings
’n ; nor then the folemn nightingale . - 4_3,’
1 warbling, but all night tun’d her foft lays :
s on filver lakes and rivers bath’d
downy breaft ; the fwan, with arched neck
'en her white wings mantling proudly, rows
:ate with oary feet; yet oft they quit 440,
ank, and rifing on ftiff pennons, tow’r
nid acrial kky : others on ground
»
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Walk’d firm ;,the crefted cock, whofe clarion founds
The filent hours; and th’ other, whofe gay train
Adorns him, colour’d with the florid hue A5
Of rainbows and ftarry’ eyes ‘The waters thus
With fifh replenifh’d, and the air with fowl,
Ev’ning and morn folemniz’d the fifth day.

The fixth, and of creation laft, arofe
With ev’ning harps and matin ; when Gob faid, 450
Let th’ earth bring forth foul living in her kind,
Cattle, and creeping things, and beaft of th’ earth,
Each in their kind ~ The earth obey’d, and ftraight
Op’ning her fertile womb, teem’d at a birth
Innumerous living creatures, perfect forms, 458
1imb’d and full grown ; aut of the ground up rofe,
As from his lair, the wild beaft where he wons
In foreft wild, in thicket, brake, or den ;
Among the trees in pairs they rofe, they walk’d ;
The cattle in the fields and meadows green : 460
‘Thofe rate and folitary, thefe in flocks
Pafturing at once, and in broad herds unfprung.
The graffy clods now calv’d, now half appear’d
The tawny lion, pawing to get free
His hinder parts, then {prings asbrokefrom bonds, 465
And rampant fhakes his brinded mane ; the ounce,
The libbard, and the tyger, as the mole
Rifing, the crumbl’d earth above them threw
In hillocks ; the fwift ftag from under ground . :
Bore up his branching head: fcarce from his mould 470
Behemoth, biggeft born of earth, upheav’d
His vafinefs : fleec’d the flocks and bleating rofe,
As plants : ambignous between fea and land
The river-horfe and fcaly crocodile.
At once came forth whatever creeps the ground, 475
In{vé or worm : thofe wav’d their limber fans
For wings and fmalleft lineaments exac
Tn all the liveries deck’d of fummer’s pride,
With fpots of gold and purple’, azure and green:
Thefe as a line their long dimerfion drew, 450
Streaking the ground with finuous trace ; not all
Winims of nature ; fome of ferpent kind,
Wondrous in length and corpulence, involv'd
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1aky folds, and added wings. Firft crept
rfimonious emmet, provident 485
re, in fmall room large heart mclo;’d,
of juft equality perhups
er join’d in her popular tribes
monal’ty : {fwarming next appear’d
nale bee, that feeds her hufbind drone 490
ly, and builds her waxen cells
ey ftor’d : the reft are numberlefs,
»a their natures know’ft, and gav’ft them names
5 to thee repeated ; nor unknown
»ent, {ubtleft bealt of all the field, 495
: extent fometimss, with brazen eyes
iry mane terrific, though to thee
ious, but obedient at thy call.
heav’n in all her glory fhone, and toll’d
tions, as the great firk Mover’s hand  gco
ieel’d their courfe ; earthin %?' rich attire
mate lovely fmil’d ; air, wa¥r, earth,
, fifh, beaft, was flown, was fwam, was walk’d
it ; and of the fixth day yet remain’d,
ranted yet the mafler- work, the end scs
et done ; a creature, who not prone
ite as other creatures, but endu’d
nd&ity of reafon, might ere&
ure and upright with front ferene
the reft, felf- knowing, and from thence 510
imous to correfpond with heav’n,
teful to acknowledge whence his good
's, thither with heart, and voice, and eyes
| in devotion, to adore
wthip Gop fupreme, who made him chief 15
is works : therefore th’ Omnipotent
Father (for where is not he
') thus to his Son audibly fpake.
s make now man in eur image, man
imilitade, and let them rule 520
» fifh and fowl of fea and air,
the fisld, and over all the earth,
ry creeping thing that creeps the ground.
1, he form’d thee, Adam, thee, O Man,

X a2
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Dauft of the ground, and in thy noftrils breath’d |
The breath of life ; in his own image he

Created thee, in the image of Gop

Exprefs, and thou becam’t a living foul.

Male he created thee, but thy confort -

Female for race ; 'then blefs’d mankind, and faid,
Be frmtful, multiply, and fill the earth,
Subdue it, and throughout dominion-hold

Opver fith of the fea, and fowl of the air,

And ev’ry living thing that moves on th’ earth.
Wherever thus created, for no place

Is yet diRin& by name. thence, as thou know'R},
He brought thee into this delicious.grove, -
This garden, planted with the trees of Gob,
Delcétable both to hehold and tafte:

And freely-all their pleafant fruit for fond
Gave thee ; all forts are here that ull th’ earth yiel
Varicty without end ; but of the rree,

Which tafted warks knowledge of good and evil,
‘Thou may’ft not : in the day thou cat’ft, thou dy
Death is the penalty impos’d ; beware, -, -. .
And govern well thy appetite, left Sin.

Surprife theey and her black attendant Death.

Here finifh’d he, and all that he had made

View’d, and behold all was entirely good ;

So ev’n and morn accomplifh’d the fixth day ;
Yet not. till the Creator from his work

Defifting, thongh unwearied, up return’d,

Up to the Heav’n of Heav’ns, his Ligh atode,
Thence to behold this new created world,

Th’ addition of his emgire, how it fhow’d

In profpe& from bis throne, how good, how fair,
Anfw’ring his great idea. Up he rode,

Follow’d with acclumation, and the found
Symphonious of ten thoufand harps thai tun’d
Angelic harmonies : the earth, the air
Refounded, (thou remember’ft, for thou heard'fl)
‘The heav’ns and all the conftellations rung,
The planets in their ftation lift’ning ftood,

While the bright pomp afcended jubilant.

Open, ye everlafting gares, they fung,

‘
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ye heav’ns, your living doors ; letin

reat Creator from his work return’d

ficent, his fix days work, a world ;

and henceforth oft ; for Goo will deign

it oft the dwellings of jult men, 570
ited, and with frequent intercourfe :

:r will fend his winged meflengers

-ands of fupernal grace. So fun

lorious train afcending. He through heav’n,
»pen’d wide her blazing portals, led 515
>0’s eternal houfe dire@ the way

ad and ample road, whofe duft is gold

)avement Rars, as ftars to thee appear,

athe galaxy, that milky way ;

1 nightly, as a circling zone, thou feeft 580
»r’d with ftars. And now on earth the fev’nth
1g arofe in Eden; for the fun

st, and twilight from the eaft came on,

anning nigh : when at the holy mount

av’n’s high-feated,top, th’ imperial throne 58§
)dhead, fix’d for ever firm and fure. -
ilial Pow’r arriv’d, and fat him down

his great Father; for he alfo went

le, yet ftay’d (fuch privilege

Omniprefence), and the work ordain’d, . 590
r and end of all things ; and from work g
efting, blefs’d and hallow’d the fev’nth day,
ting on that day from all his work :

ot in filence holy kept ; the harp -

vork, and refted not ; the folemn pipe 595
lulcimer, all organs of fweet ftop, -
ands on fret by ftring or golderr wire

er’d foft tunings, intermix’d with voice

1 or unifon ; of incenfe clouds,

ig from golden cenfers, hid the mount.  6co
on and the fix days adts they fung,

are thy -works, Jehovah, infinite -

ow’r ; what thought can meafure thee, or tongue
» thee? greater now in thy return

from the giant-angels: thee that day 6cs
bunders magnify’d; but to create .

[
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Is greater thap created to defiroy.
Who can inipair thee, mighty King, or hound
Thy empirc ? 'Eafily the proud attempt
Of ip’rits apoftate, and their connfels vain, 610
Thou haft repell’d, while impicufly they thought
"thee to diminifh, and from thee withdraw
The number of thy worlhippers. Who fecks
To leffen thee, againft his purpofe ferves
‘T'o manifeft the more thy might: his evil 615
‘Thou ufeft, and from thence creat’lt more good.
W itnefs this new-made world, another heav’n,
From heav’n- gate not far, founded in view
On the clear hyaline, the glafly fea;
Of amplitude almoft immenfe, with ftars 630
Num’rous, and ev’ry ftar perhap: a world
Of deftin’d habitation ; but thou know’ft
‘Their feafons : among thefe the feat of men,
Earth, with her nether ocean circumfus’d,
‘Their prefent dwelling- place. Thrice happy men, 615
And fons of men, whom Gop hath thus advanc’d, .
Created in his image, there to dwell,
And worfhip him ; and in reward to rule
Over his works, on earth, in fea, or air;
And multiply a race of worfhippers, 630
Holy and juft : thrice happy, if they know
Their happinefs, and perfevere upright.
So fung they, and the empyrean rung,
With Halleluiahs : Thus was fabbath iept.
Anl thy requeft think now fulfill’d, thatatk’d 635
How firft this world and face of things began,
And what before thy memory was done
From the beginning, that pofterity,
Inform’d by thee, might know ; if elfe thou feek’ft
Ought, not furpafling human meafure, fay. 640

Exp or THE SevenTs Boox.
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Tue ARGUMENT.

snquires concerning celeflial motions ; is doubtfully
reredy and exhorted 2 fearch rather things more avor-
f knowledge : Adam affents ; and flill defirous to
'n Rapbael, relates to him what be remembered fince
wn creation, his placing in Paradife, bis talk with
concerning folitude and fit fociety, bis firft mecting
nuptials with Eve; bis difcourfe aith the Angel
‘upon, who, after admonitions repeated, departs.

IE Angel ended, and in Adam’s ear

So charming left his voice, that he a while

‘bt him {lill {peaking, fill fiood fix'd to hear:
as new wak’d, thus gratefully reply’d.

at thanks fufficient, or what recompenfe 5
have I to render thee, divine

ian, who thus largely haft allay’d

iirkt I had of knowledge, and vouchfaf’d

-dendly converfation to relate :
s elfe by me unfearchable, now heard 10
wonder, but delight, and, asis due,

rlory attributed to the high

it ? Something yet of doubt remains,

1 only thy folution can refolve. .

en 1 behold this goodly frame, thisworld, 1§
av’n and earth confifting, and compute
magnitudes, this earth a fpot, a grain,

om, with the firmament compar’d,

11 her number’d ftars, that feem to roll

s incomprehenfible, (for fuch 20
diftance argues, and their fwift return

al) merely to officiate light

1 this opacous earth, this puntual fpot,

ay and night, in all their vaft furvey

s befides ; reas’ning 1 oft admire, 2y

natyre wife and frugal could commit
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Such difproportions, with fuperfluous hand

So_many noble bodies to create,

Greater fo manifold, to this one ufe, ) .
For ought appears, and on their orbs impofe 30
Such reftlefs revolution day by day -

Repeated, while the fedentary earth,

That better might with fur lefs compafs move,

Serv’d by more noble than herfelf, attains

Her end without leaft motion, and receives, 3
As tribute, fuch a fumlefs journey brought - .
Of incorporeal fpeed, her warmth and light ;

Speed, to defcribe whofe fwiftnefs number fails.

So {pake our fire, and by his count’nance feem’d
Tnt’ring on ftudious thoughts abftrufe ; which Eve 49
Perceiving, where fhe {at retir’d in fight,

With lowlinefs majeftic from her feat, =
And grace th.t won who faw to wifh her ftay,
Rofe, and went forth among her fruits and flow’rs,
‘T'o vifit how they profper’d, bud and bloom, 4
Her nurfery ; they at her coming fprung,
And touch’d by her fair tendance gladlier grew.
Yot went the not, as not with fuch difcourfe
Delighted, or not capable her ear
Of what was high : fuch pleafure fhe referv’dy  §0
Adam relating, fhe fole auditrefs ;
Her hufband the relator fhe preferr’d
Before the Angel, and of him to afk
Chofe rather; he. fhe knew. would intermix .
Grateful digreflions, and folve high difpute i1
With conjugal careffes ; from his lip
Not words alone pleas’d her. O when meetnow
Such pairs, in love and mutual honour join’d 2
With goidefs like demeanour furth fhe went
Not unattended ; for on her, as a queen, 6o
A pomp of winning graces waited ftill,
Arnd from about her fhot darts of defire
Into all eyes, to with her {till in fight.
And Raphael now to Adam’s doubt propos’d
Benevolent and facile thus reply’d 6s
T'o aik or fearch 1 blame thee not ; for Heav’n
Is as the book of Gop hefore thee fev,
‘Wihcrein to read his wondrous works, and\earn
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s hours, or days, or months, or years.
ain, whether Heav’'n move, or Earth, 7@
ot, if thou reckon right ; the reft
1or Angel the great Archite&®
to conceal, and not divulge
: ta be featin’d by them who ought
mire ; or if they lift to try 75
s He hls fubric of the Heav’ns
Le their difputes, perhaps to move
ter at their quaint opinions wide
. when they come to mndel Heav'n, .
late the Rars, how they will yield 8
iy frame, how build, upbuild, contrive
)pearances, how gird the fphcre
ric and eccentric fcribled o’er
epycicle, orb in orb.. - - .
y thy reds™ning this [ guefs, . 8,
o lead thy oﬁ'sgrlng, agd fuppofe(t ¢
es bright and greater fhould not ferve
ot bright, nor heav’n fuch j ;ourneys run,
ng fill, when fhe alone receives L
it. Confider firlt, that great g9
infers not excellence : the earth '
1 comparifon of heav’n, fo fmmll,
ing, may of folid good contain’
Yy than the fitn that barren fhines, .
tue on itfelf works no effe&®, = gy
: fruitfal earth; there frft receiv’d
s inadive elfe, thexr vigeur find. |
 earth are thofe bright luminaries
but to thee, earth’s habitapt. D
1e Heav’ns wide circuit let it fpeak 106
:r’s high magnificence; who built
1s, and his line Rretch’d out fo far;
may know he dwells not in his own ;
itoo large for him to fill, B
1 2 fmiall partition, and the reft l‘é;
for ufes to his Lorp beft known.
aefs of thofe circles attnbute,
uumberlefs, to his omnipotence,
srporeal fubftances could add
oft 1j:mtua1 meYthou thinkQR not Aaw; 8 3
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Who fince the morning-hour {et out from Heav’n,
ere Gop refides, and ere mid-day arriv’d

In"Eden; diftance inexpreflible
By numbers that have name.  But this T urge,
Admitting motiop in the heav’ns, to fhow 111
Invalid that which thee to daybt it mov’d 3
Nat .that [ fo aflirt, though fo it feem
‘To thee who haft thy dwelling here on earth. .
Gop to remove his ways from human fenfe, 119
Plac’d Heav’n from earth fo far, that earthly fight,
If it prefume, might err in things tao high,
And no advantage guin. What if the fun
Be center to the world, and other ftars
By his attradive virtue and their own
Incited, dance about him various rounds ; 13§
Their wand’ring courfe now high, now low, then hid,
Progreflive, retrograde, or fanding Rill,
In Gix thou feelt ! and what if fev’nth to thefe
‘The planet earth, {o ftedfaft though fhe feem,
Infenfibly three different motions move 2 10
Which elfe to {ev’ral fpheres thou muf afcribe,
Mov’d contrary with thwart obliquities's
Or fave the fun his labour, and that fwift
Noéurnal and diurnal rhomb fuppos’d,
Invifibie elfe above all ftars, the wheel 335
Of day and night; which needs not thy belief,
If carth induftrious of herfelf fetch day
‘Travelling eaft, and with her part averfe
From the fun’s beams meet night, her other part
Still luminous by his ray. What if that light 140
Sent from her throngh the wide tranfpicuous air,
To the terrefrial moba be as a ftar :
Enlight’nirg her by day, as fhe by night
‘This earth? reciprocal, if land be there,
Yields and inhabitants: her fpots thou feeft 14§
As clouds, and clouds may rain, and rain produce
Truits in her {often’d foil, for fome to eat
Alloted there; and other funs perhaps,
With their attendant moons, thou wilt defcry
Communicating male and female light ; 150
Which two great fexes animate the world,

Stor’d in each orb pahaps with fome thax Yive,
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ich vaft room in nature unpoffefs’d

ring foul, defert and defolate,

to thine, yet fcarce to contribiite 155
orb a glimpfe of light, convey’d fo far

1 to this habitable, which returns

: back to them, is obvious to difpute.

vhether thus thefe things, or whether not 3 '

her the fun predominant in heav’n 160

m the earth, or earth rife on the fun ;

om the eaft his 8aming road begin,

e from weft hér filent courfe advance

inoffenfive peace, that fpinning fleeps

er foft axle, while fhe pacés ev'n, 165

bears thee foft with the fmooth air along ;

t not thy thoughts with matters hid ;

= them to .Gob above, him ferve and fear;

her creatures, as him pleafes beft, .

‘evet plac’d, let him difpofe : joy thou 170

1at he gives to thee, this Paradife,

thy fair Eve; Heav’n is for thee too high

10w what paffes there ; be lowly wife:

t only what concérnis thee and thy being ;

tn not of othier worlds, what creatures there 175
in what ftate, condition, or degree

nted that thus far hath been reveal’d,

f earth only, but of higheft Heav’n.

whom thus Adam, clear’d of doubt, reply’d.

fully haft thou fatisfy’d me, pure : 180

igence of heav’n, Angel ferene.

fre¢d from intricacies, tanght to live,

:afielt way, nor with perplexing thoughts

iterrupt the fveet of life, from which

hath bid dwell far off all anxijous cares, 18g

not mioleft us, unlefs we ourfelves L

them with wand’ring thoughts, and notions vaif.

ipt the mind or fancy is torove o

1eck’d, and of her roving is no end;

warn’d, or by experience taught, fhe learn, sgo
not to know at large of things remote

1 ufe, obfcure and fubtle, but to know

which before us lies in daily Wife,

primé wifdong : what is more, is furag,

= Ya
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In goodnefs and in pow’r pre-eminent ;
Teﬁ me, how may I know him, how adore, 28
From whom I have that thus [ move and live,
And feel that I'am happier than I know.
‘While thus I call’d, and ftray’d, 1 knew not whither.
From where 1 firft drew air, and firR beheld
This happy light ;' when anfwer none return’d, 28
On a green fhady brink, profufe of flowers,
Penfive 1 fat me down: there gentle fleep
Firft found me, and with foft oppreflion feiz’d
My drouzed feufe, untroubled, though I thought
1 then was pafiing to my former ftate” ~ P
Infenfible, and forthwith to diffolve :
When fuddenly ftood at my head a dream,
Whofe inward apparition gently mov’d
My fancy to believe I yet had being, ™
And liv'd. One came, methought, of thape divine, 295
And fuid, Thy manfion wants thee, Adam, rife,
Firlt man, of men innumerable ordain’d -
Yirft Father, cal’d by thee, { come thy guide
To the garden of blifs, thy feat prepar’d. )
So faying; by the hand he took me rais’d, 30
And over fields and waters, as in air o
Smooth fliding without flep, laft led me up
A woody mountain; whofe high top was plain,
A circuit wide, inclos’d, with goodlieft trees
Planted, with walks, and bow’rs, that what ffaw 3¢5
Of earth before fcarce pleafant feem’d. Each tree -
1.0aden with fuireft fruit, that hung to th’ eye
Tempting, firr’d in me fudden appetite
‘To pluck and eat; whereat I wak’d, and found
Before mine eyés all real, as in the dream 310
Had lively thadow’d. H:re had new begun
My wand’ring, had not he who was my guide
Up hither; from among the trees appear’d,
Prefence divie. Rejoicing but with awe,
In adoration at his feet [ fell 315
Submifs: he rear’d me,’ and whom thou foughe’ft I am,
8aid, mildly, Author of all this thou feeft

Above, or round about thee, or heneath.

This Paradife 1 give thee, count it e

Z0 till and keep, and of the fivitto eax: - W8
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y tree that in the garden grows

sly with glad heart: fear here no dearth :

the tree whofe operation brings

:dge of good and ill, which 1 bave fet

dge of thy obedience and thy faith, 335
‘he garden by the tree of lifey .
iber what I warn thee, fhun to tafte,

un the bitter confequence ; for knowy

y thou eat’ft thereof, my fole command :
refl’d, inevitably thou fhaly die, - . 330
hat day shortal : and this happy Rtate

sofe, expell’d from hence into a world

and fosrow, _ Sternly he pronounc’d

id mterdr&-on, which refounds

:adful in mine ear, though in my choice- 333
incur; bit Toon his clear afpect

'd and gracious purpofe thus renew’d.

y thefe fair bounds, but all the earth

: and to thy race I give: as lords

it, and all things that therein live, -, 34®
in fea, or air, beaft, fifk and fowl. ’
whereof cach bird and bealt behold

heir kinds ; I bring them to receive

hee their naines, and pay thae feakty '

w {ubjeion ; underfand the fame 345
within their wat’ry reGdence,

her fammon’d, fince they cannet change
lement, to draw the thinner air.

s he fpake, sach bird and beaft bchold

iching two and two, thefe cow’rin

landithment, each bird ftoop’d or gu vnng
1them, as they pafs’d, and underftood

ature, with fuch Lnowledge Gop endv’d

den apprehenfion  But in thefe

not what methought I wanted ftill ; 35y
the heav’nly vifion thus prefum’d. i
what name, for thou above all thefe, . . .
mankind, or ought than mankind hlgher, .
eft far by naming, how may 1 :
thee, Author of this univerfe, 360
1 this good to man? for whofe v:\\\)t\“% :
Iy, and with ha.nds fo nber.ﬂ..
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Thou haft provided all things: but with men Y

1 fee not who partakes. In falitude - ot
What happmcfs. who can enjoy alone, - - . ‘465"
Or all enjoying, what contentment find? - - :/. '
THus [ prefumptuous ; and the vifion bnght‘ g
Ag with a fmile more brighten’d, thus reply’di- = _
What call’t thou folitude? is aot tbe‘enrtkw e d
With various living creatures; and. the afr, & - 76‘

Repleniih’d, and all thefe at thy tomrﬁal'idf '.".':'_:_'! [
‘To come and play hefore thee ? Know’f :thou nét ~  ©
Their language and their ways ? they al{G ‘know,
And reafon not contemptibly ; with thefe - » =~ * '
Find paftime, and bear rule; thy realm is large 31,
So fpake the univerfal Lonb, and feem’d . '

So ord’ring. . with leave of fpeech lmp!or’d;

And humble deprecation, thus reply”d.” =+ ' -
Let not my words offend thee, heav’nly Pow'r, -
My Maker, be propitious while 1 fpeak. - 3%

Haft thou not made me here thy lub&nute,

And thefe inferior far beneath me fet? -

Among unequals what fociety

Can fort, what harmony or true de'hghl ? .
Which muft be mutual. in proportion.due - 98"
Giv'n and receiv’d ; but in difparity -

'The onc intenfe, the other ftill femifs,

Camot well fuit with either, but foon prove

r-\

Tedious alike. Of fellowthip I fpeak oo
Such as I feek. fit to parti¢ipate RN
All rational delight, wherein the bruté .
Cannot he human confort : they rejoice .

Each with their kind, lion with lionefs §

So fitly them in pairs thou haft combin’d s -

Mauch lefs can bird with beaft, or fith with fow]’

So well converfe, nor with the ox the ape ;

Worfe then can man with beaft, and leaft of all. .
Whereto th’ Almighty anfwer’d, not difpleas’d.

A nice and fubtle happinefs I fee .

Thou to thyfelf propofeft. in the choice 400

Of thy affociates, Adam, and wilt tafte

No pleafure, though in pleafure, folitary.

What think'ft thm\ then of me, and tois Ty Qate 2

Scem I to thee fufficiently pefiivd

. 308
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wpinefs, or not? who am alone 4c8
all eternity ; for none I know
| to me, or like : equal much lefs.
1ave 1 then with whom to hold converfe,
rith the creatures which I made, and thofe
: inferior, infinite defcent o 410
:h what other creatures are to thee? -
ceas’d; I lowly anfwer'd. To attain
ighth and depth of thy eternal ways
‘man thoughts come fhort, Supreme of things :
in thyfelf art perfed, and in thee 415
leficience found : not fo is man,

degree, the caufe of his defire
werfation with his like to help, ,
ace his defe@s, No need that thou
't propagate, already infinite, o
hro‘ngh»aﬁ numbers abfolute, though one ;

an by pumber is to manifeft
1gle imperfe&tion, and beget . ..
Axis like, his image multiply’d,
ty defe&ive, which requires 43§
:ral love, and deareft amity.
in thy fecrecy although alone,
ith thyfelf accompanied, feek’ft not
communication; yetfo pleas’d, . .
-aife thy creatures to what heighth thou wilt 43¢
on or communion, deify’d : -
mverfing cannot thefeere® = .
prone, nor in their ways complacence find.
18 I embolden’d fpake, and freedom us’d ,
five, and acceptance found ;' which gain’d 43¢
afwer from the gracious voice divine. .
1s far to try thee, Adam, I was pleas’d;’
ind thee knowing, not of beafls alones,
1 thou haft rightly nam’d, but of thyfelf, .
fing well the fp'rit within thee free,’ 440
age, not imparted to the brute; ..
: fellowthip therefore unmeet for thee,
reafon was thou freely fhould’ft diflike ;
e fo minded ftill : T, ere thou fpak’ft,

it not good for man to be alone :
o fuch company as gmn thou faw’k
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Intended thee, fortrial only brought,
T'o fee how thou could’{t judge of fit and meet:
What néxt I bring fhall pleafc thee, be affur’d,
Thy likenefs, thy fit help, thy other felf, 430
Thy wifh exadly to thy heart’s defire.
~ He ended, or 1 heard no more ; for now
My, earthly by his heav’nly overpower’d,
Which it had'long food nnder, ftrain’d to the heighth
In that celeflial colloquy fublime, 45§
s with an objeét that excels the fenfe .
Dazzled and fpent, funk down, and fought repair
Of {leep, which inftantly fell orr me, cali’d
Ry nature as in aid ; and clos’d mine eyes. :
Mine eyes he clos’d, but open left the cell 46 |
Of fancy, my ivternal fight, by which .
Abftrad as in a trance methought I faw,
‘Though fleeping, where I lay, and faw the fhape
Still glorious before whom awake 1 ftood ;
* Who [looping open’d my left fide, and taok 46
From thepce a mb, with cordial {pirits warm
And life-blood fireaming frefh ; wide was the wound,
But fuddenly.with fleth ill’d up, and heal’d :
. "I'he rib he form’d and fafhion’d with his hands;
Under his forming hands a creature grew,. 470
Manlike, but different fex, fo lovely fair,
" % hat what feem’d fair in alf the world, feem’d now
Mean or in her famm’d up, in her contain’d,
And in her looks, which from that time infus’d
Sweetnefs into my heart, unfelt before, 475
And into all things from her air infpir'd
‘The fp’rit of love aad amorous delight.
She difappear’d. and left me dark ; ‘¥ wak’d
To find her, or for ever to deplore
Her lofs, and other pleafures all abjure: = 4%
‘When out of hope, behold her, not far off,
$uch as Ifaw her in my dream, adorn’d
With what all earth or heav’n could beffow
To make her amiable : on fhe came,
Led by her heav’nly Maker, though unfeen, 485
And guided by his voice, nor uninform’d .
Of nuptial fanétity and marriage rites:
Grace was in all her fteps, heav’n in her eye,
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- gefture dignity and love.
y’d’ could not forbear aloud.

490
turn hath made am~nds ; thou haft fulfill’d -

rds, Creator, bounteous and benign,

f all things fair, but faireft this

1y gifts, nor envieft. I now fee

‘my bone, flefh of my flefh, myfelf 495
ne: woman is her name, of man

«d 3 for this caufe he thall forego

ind mother, and ¢’ his wife adhere 5

y fhall be one flefh, one heurt, nne foul.

eard me thus; and though divincly brought,
xcence, and virgin modefty, [13
:ue and the confcience of her worth,

»uld be woo’d, and not unfought be won,
ious, not obtrufive, but retir’d,

re defirable, or to fay all, 5c§
1erfelf, though pure of finful thought,

it in her fo, that feeing me, the turn’d 3

"d her : fhe what was honour knew,

h obfequious majefty approv’d

ded reafon. To the nuptial bow’r 510
: blufhing like the morn: all heav’n,

’py conftellations, on that hour

ir felecteft influence ; the earth

m of gratulation, and each hill ;

he birds ; freth gales and gentle airs 515

’d it to the woods, and from their wings

ofe, flung odours from the fpicy fhrub,

ng, till the am’rous bird of night’

oufal, and bid hafte the ev’ning ftar

iill-top, to light the bridal lamp. 520

have [ told thee all my ftate, and brought " |

7 to the fum of earthly blifs

. enjoy ; and mult confels to find

ings elfe delight indeed, but fuch

or not, works in the mind no change,- 52§

ement defire ; thefe delicacies

of tafte, fizht, fell, herbs, fruits, and fow’rs,

nd the melody of birds: but here

rwife, tran{ported I behold,

rted touch ; here paflion-firQ I felt ; 530
Z2 :

[
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Commotion ftrange, in all enjoyments elfe
Superior and unmov'd, here only weak - -
Againft the charm of beauty’s pow’rful glanc:.

Or nature fail’d in me, and left fome part .

Not proof enough fuch obje& to fuftains .

Or from my fide fubduting, took perhaps

More than enotgh ; at leaft on her beftow’d - -
.+Too much of ornament, in outward fhow v

Elaborate, of inward lefs exa&. .

For well I underftand in the prime ¢ﬁd

Of nature her th’ inferior ; in the mind -

‘And inward faculties, which moft excel s -

" In outward alfo her refembling lefs .

His image who niade both, and lefs exprcﬂing

The chara&ter of that dominion giv’n :

D’er other treatures : -yet when ?approach
Her lovelinefs; fo abfolute fhe feems, .

. And in herfelf completé, {0 well to knotw

Her own, thdt what fhe wills'to do or fay

Seems wifeft, virtuoufeft,” dlfcreeteﬁ befty -

All higher knowledge in hér prefence falls
Pegraded, wifdom in difcourfe with her .

* Lofes difcount’nanc’d, and like folly fhows

Authority and reafon on her wait, .

As one intended firft, not after made -

Occafiomally ; and to confummate all,

Greatnefs of mind, and riobleréfs threir feat

« Build in her lovelieft, and create anawe

About her,as a ‘guard angchc plac’d . - :

To whom the Ange}, with contra@ed. bréw.

.Accufe not nature, (%e hath done. herpart; »
Do thou but thime ; and be not diffident -

_Of wifdom ; fhe deferts thee not, if thou -

Difmifs not her, when moft thon need’ft her mgl

By attributing overmuch to things )

.Lefs excellent, as thou thyfelf percciv’ft.

For what admir’ft thou, what tranfpoits thee foi
. “An outfide ; fair no-doubt, arid worthy well -
Thy chmﬂuug, thy honouyring, and thy love,
Not thy fubje&ion.. Weigh with her thyfelf;
Then value; oft times-nothing profits more

Than felf: elleem, grounded on juft and right
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nanag’d ; of that {kill the more thou know’Rt,
ore fhe will acknowledge thee her head,

» realities yield all-her fhows:: (113
to adorn for thy delight the more, -
‘ul, that with honour thou may’ft love

1ate, who fees when thou art feen lealt wife.

the fenfe of touch whereby mankind

ragated feem fuch dear delight - 5%
d all other, think the fame vouchiaf’d *
tle and-each beaft ; which would not be

:m made common, and divulg’d, if pught

n enjoy’d were worthy to fubdue

ul of man, or paflion in him move. 585
high’er in her focicty thou find’ft’ T
tive, humtan. rational,love Rill -

ng thou doft well, in paflion ndt,

in true love confifts not ;" love refines

woughts, and heart enlarges ; hathi his feat 9o
i’n, and is judicious ; ‘is the fcale "
ich to heav’nly love thou niay’ft afcend ;

1k in carnal pleafure ; for which caufe

z the beafts no mate for thee was found.

whom thus half-abath’d, Adam reply’d.  5gs
¢ her outfide form’d fo fair, nor ought .
:reation common to all kinds’

zh higher of the geniat bed by far,
ith-myfterious reverence I deem),

:h'déelights me, as-thofe graceful a&s, 6co
‘houfand decencies thit daily flow -

il words and actions mild with love

veet compliance, which declare unfeign’d

of mind, ot in us both one foul ;

my to behold in wedded pair 6os
rrateful than harmonious found to th’ ear,

fe fubje@ not : I to thee difclofe

nward thence 1 feel ; not theréfore foil’d,

1eet with various objedts, from the fenfe

(y reprefenting ; yet ftill free 6i0
7e the beft, and follow what I approve.

: thou blam’Rt me not ; for love thou fay’R

up to heav’n, js both the way and guide :

ith me then, if lawful what { afk: '
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Love not theheay’nly fp’rits, and how their loye- 615
Exprefs they ? by looks only,’ or do they mix
Irradlance, virtual or immediate touch ?

To whom the angel, ‘with a fmile that glow'd
Celeftial rofy red, lave’s proper hue,’

Anfwer'd. Let it fuffice thee that thouknow’t 620,

"Us happy’, and without love no happinefs.

Whatever pure thou in the body’ el‘ljoy’ﬁ

(And pure thon wert créated), we enjoy

« 1n eminence, and obftacle find none :
of membrane, joint; or limb, exc.luﬁve bars; 62

Eafier than air with air, if fp’rits embrace, .

Total they mix, union of pure with pure

Deétiring ; nor reftrain’d conveyance need,

As fleth to mix with flefh, or foul with foul.

But 1 can now no more ; the parting fun 630

Beyond the earth’s green cape and verdant ifles

Hefperian fets, my fignal-to departs

Be ftrong, live happy’, andldve ; but firft of all

Him whom to love is to obey, and keep

His great command ; take heed left paffion {fway 635

Thy judgement to do ought, which elfe free will

Would not admit : thine of all thy fons,

The weal or woe in thee is plac’d beware.

"1 in thy perfevering fhall rcjoice,

And all the blefs’d : fland faft ; to fland or fall 64.0

Free in their own arbitrament it lies. -

Perfe@ within, no outward aid require :

/And all temptation to tranfgrefs repel.

So faying, he arofe ; whom Adam thus-
Follow’d with bcnedié_ﬁon. Since to part, 645
Go heav’nly gueft, ethereal meflenger,

Sent from whofe fov’reign goodneis I adore.
‘Gentle to me, and affable, hath been

‘T'hy condefcenfion, and fhall be honour’d ever

With grateful memory ; thou to mankind 650
PBe good and friendly ftill, and oft return.

So parted they ; the Angel up to Heav’n
From the thick {hade, and Adam to his bow’r.

Exp oF tat Eicutu Boak.
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The ARGUMERT.

1 baving compaffed the carth, with meditated guiley -
urns as a mift by night into Paradife, and enters.in-
the ferpent flecping. Adam and Eve in the morning
forth to their labours ; wbich Eve propefes to divide
Jeveral places, each labouring apart : Adam confents
Yy alledging the danger, left the enemy, of whom they
e forewarned, fhould atiempt ber found alone : Eve,
th to be thought not circumfpeli or firm enongb, urges
- going apart, the rather defirous to make trial of ber
ength ; Adam at laf} yiclds. The ferpent finds ber
me 3 his fubtle approach, firf} gazing, then [peaking,
ith much flattery extolling Lve-above all other crea-
res. ' Eve, ausndering to kear the ferpent [peak, afks
w he attained to human fpeech and fuch underflanding
t till now 3 the ferpent anfwers, that by tafling of a
rtain tree in the garden, be attained both to fpeech and
afon, till then void of both : Eve requires him to bring
r to that tree,.and finds it to be he tree of knowledge
rbidden : The ferpent now grown bolder, awith many
iles and arguinents induces her at length tocat ; fhe,
rafed with the tafte, deliberates a while whether to
1part thereof to Adam or not ; at laft brings binm of the
uit, relates awhat perfuaded ber to eat thereof. Adam
firfd amazed, but perceiving her koft, refolves through
beémence.of love to perifh with ber 3 and extenuating
e trefpafs, eaps alfo of - the fruit s The effects thereof
them both ; thay feck to cover their nakednefs ;- then
"l to variance, and accufation of one anotber.

O more of talk, where Gop or Angel gueft :
With Man, as with his friend, familiar us’d
itindulgent, and with him partake :
al repaft. permitting him the while
ial difcourfe unblam’d : I now muft change g
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Tazfe astes 0 tragic; foul dilkrult, and bréach
D:fl-y2l: on she part cf man. revolt,

And difchelience ; on the part of Heav'n

Ncw alienated, diance and diftafte,

Anger and jatt rebuke, and judgement giv’'n, 10
That breught into this werld a world of woe,

Sin, and h:r fhadow Death, and Mifery,

Death’s harbigger ; Sad tafk, yet argument

Not lefs, but more heroic than the wrath

Or fera Achilles on his foe purfu’d 15
Thrize fugitive about Troy wall; or rage

Of Turnus for Lavin'a difefpous’d 3

Of Neptune’s irs, or Juno’s, that fo long

Perplex’d the Greek, and Cytherea’s fon 3 .
If anfwerable ftyle I can obtain %
Of my celeftial patronefs, who deigns

Her cightly vifitation unimplor’d, .

And difta‘es to me flumb’ring, or infpires

Eafy my unpremeditated verfe :

Since firlt this fubje& for heroic fong 2§
Pleas’d me, long chufing, and beginning late ;

Not fedulous by nature to indite

‘Wars, hitherto the only argument

Heroic deem’d, cLizf malt’ry to diffe&t ‘
With long and tedious havock fabled knights $
In battles feign’d ; the better fortitude

Of patience and heroic martyrdom

Unfung ; or to defcribe races and games,

Or tilting furniture, imblazon’d fhields,

Imprefles quaint, caparifons, and fteeds ;

Bafes and tinfel trappings, gorgeous knights

At jonft and tournament ; then marfhall’d feaft
Serv’d up in hall, with fewers, and fenefhals ;

T'he fkill of artifice or office mean,

Not that which jultly gives heroic name #9
T'o perfon or to poem. Me of thefe

Nor {kill’d nor ftudious, higher argument

Remains, fufficient of itfelf to raife

‘That name, unlefs an age too late, or cold

Climate, or years, damp my intended wing 45
)epreﬁi’d, and much they may, if 21l be mine,
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vho brings it nightly to my ea
was funk, and after him the ﬁar
us, whofe oﬂiuc is to bring .
1pon the earth, flrort arbiter NN
7 and night'; anﬁ now-from end to end
mifphere hatl véil'd th horizon round,
an, who’ lite'fled before the threats”
l'out of Eden; ndw 1mprov’d ]
ed fraud and malice, bent 53
deftrudtion; thaugre wliat might hap

on himfelf, fe.nrlefs return’d.
1e fled, and at mllmght return’d.
p'{mng thé earth, cautious of day,
1, regent of the fun, defery’d © . 6o
ce, and forcwam’d thie Cherubim’
their watch ; thence full of anguith driv’u,
of fev’n continu’d nights ke rode
nefs, thrice the equino&ial line

, four times crofs’d the car of night 65
to pole, traverfing each colure ; .
hth return’d, and on the coaft averfe
ance on Cherubic watch, by.ftealth -
ufpe@ted way. There was a place, 69 -
1oug_h fin, not time, firft wrought the change;
rris,’at the foot of Paradife,
f fhot under ground, till past
fountain by the tree of life :

: river funk, and with it rofe
>lv’d in rifing mift ; then fought 75
ie hid : fea he had fearch’d, and land,
a over Pontus, and the pool
1 beyond the river Ob ;
1 as far antar@ic ; and in length
Orontes to the ocean barr’d 8o
, thence to the land where flows
d Indus ; thus the orb he roam’d
>w fearch, and with infpe&ion deep

ev’ry creature, which of all
‘tune might ferve his wiles, and found 85 N
it fubtleft beaft of all the field.
long debzte, irrefolute

A a

~
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Of thoughts revolv’d, his final fentence chofe

Fit veilel, fitteft imp of fraud, in whom

To enter, and his dark fuggeltions hide 90
From fharpeft fight : for in the wily fnake,
Whatever fleights nonc would fufpicious mark,

As from his wit and native fubtilty

Proceeding, which in other beafts obferv’d

Ioubt might beget of diabolic pow’r o
A&ive within beyond the fenfe of brute.

Thaus he refolv’d, but firft from inward grief

:s burfting patlions into plaints thus pour’d.

O luarth, how like to Heav’n, if not preferr’d
More juftly, feat worthier of Gods, as built 1€0
With fecond thoughts, reforming what was old?
For what Goo after better worfe would build ?
"I"erreftrial Heav’n, danc’d round by other Heay’ns
'T'hat fhine, yet bear their bright officious lamps,
Light ahove ligkt, for thee alone, as feems,’ 10§
In thee concent’ring all their precious beams ’
Of facred influence ! As Gop in Heav’n
Is center, yet extends to all ; fo thou
Cent’ring receiv’t from all thofe orbs ; in thee,

Not in themfelves, all their known virtue’ appears 110
Produdive in herb, plant, and nobler birth

Of creatures animate with gradual life

Of growth, fenfe, reafon, all fumm’d up in Man.
With what delight could [ Lhave walk’d thee round,
If I could joy in ought, fiveet interchange 1§
Of hill, and valley, rivers, woods, and plains,

Now land, row fea, and fhcres with foreft crown’d,
Rocks, dens, and caves! but I in none of thefe

Tind place or refuge ; and the more 1 fee

Pleafures about me, fo much more I feel 120
Tormect within m¢’, us from the hateful fiege

Of contraries ; all good to me becomes

Bane, and in Heav’n much worfe would be my flate.
But neither here feek I, no nor in Heav’a

To dwell, urlefs by mafi’ring heav’n’s Supreme; 12§
Nor hope to be myfelf lefs miferable

DBy what I teck, but others to make fach

As [, though thereby worfs to me redownd &
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nly in deftroying I find eafe

y relentlefs thoughts ; and him deftroy’d, 130

on to what may work his utter lofs, }

thom all this was made; all this will {foon

w, as to him link’d in weal or woe;

»e then. that deftru@ion wide may range:

¢ fhall Le the glory fole amon; 13§

1fernal Pow’rs, in one day to have manr’d

he Almighty ftyl’d, fix nights and days

nu’d making, and who knows how long

e had been contriving ? though perhaps

mger than fince I.in one night freed 140

fervitude inglorious well nigh half

ngelic name, and thinner le%t the throng

1 adorers ; he, to be aveng’d,

to repair his numbers thus impair’d,

her fuch virtue fpent of old now fail’d 145

Angels to create, if they at leaft

iis created ; or, to fpite us more,

min’d to advance into our room

ature form’d of earth, and him endow,

:d from fo bafe original, 1§50

heav’nly fpoils, our fpoils: what he decreed,

ffected ; Man he made, and for him built,

ificent this world, and carth his feat,

lord pronounc’d, and, O indignity !

%ed to his.fervice Angel wings, ' 155

faming minifters to watch and tend

carthly charge. Of thefe the vigilance

d, and to elude, thus wrapt in mift

dnight- vapour glide obfcure, and pry

ry bufh or brake, where hap may find 160

erpent,fleeping, in whofe mazy folds

de me and the dark intent I bring.

1defcent! that [ who erft contended

Gods to fit the high’elt, am now conftrain’d

1bealt, and mix’d with beftial flime, 165

ffence to incarnate and imbrute,

to the heighth of Deity afpir’d.

‘hat will not ambition and revenge

od to? Who afpires, muft down as \ow
Aaz
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As high he foar’d, obnoxious, firft or laft, 10
‘Lo balelt things. Revenge, at firft though {weet,
Bitter ere long, back onitfelf recoils: - '
Let it; I reck not, fo it light well aim’d,

Since higher I fall fhort, on him who next
YProvokes my envy, this new favourite 175
Of Heav’n, this man of clay, fon of defpite, '
Whom us the more to {pite his Maker rais’d

From duft: fpite thep with fpite is beft repaid.

So faying, through each thicket, dank or dry,
Like a black mift low creeping, he held on 189
11is midnight fearch, where fooneft he might find
The ferpent : him faft fleeping foon he found
In labyrinth of many a round felf-roll’d,

His head the midft, wcll ftor’d with fubtles ;

Not yet in horrid {hade or difmal den, : 185
Nor nocent yet, but on the graffy herb

Fearlefs unfear’d he flept. In at his mouth

The devil enter’d, and his brutal fenfe,

In heart or head, poffefling, foon infpir’d

With a intelligential ; but his {leep 190
Difturb’d not, waiting clofe th’ approach of mora.

Now when a facred light began to dawn
Tn Eden on the humid flow’ss, that breath’d
*I'heir mornirg incenfe, when all things that breathe,
From th’ earth’s great altar fend up filent praife 19§
T'o the Creator, and his noftrils fill - '
With grateful fmell, forth came the human pair,
And join’d their vocal worfhip to the quire
Of creatures wanting voice ; that done, partake
'I'he feafon, prime tor fiveeteft {cents and airs:  2ce
‘I'hen commune how that day they beft may ply
Their growing work ; for much their work outgrew
‘Lhe hands difpatch of two gard’ning fo wide.

And Eve firt to ker hufband thus began.

Adam, well may we labour fill to drefs acy
*This garden, Rill to tend plant, berb, and flow’r,
Our pieafant tafk injoin’d ; but till more hands
Aid us, the work under ourl.ibour graws,
Luxurious by reftraint ; what we by day
Lop overgrown, or prune, or prop, or bind, 210
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iight or two with wanton growth derides,

ing to wild. ‘Thou therefore now advife,

rar what to my mind firlt thoughts prefent :

1s divide our labours ; thou where choice

s thee, or where moft needs, whether to wind 21§
woodbine round this arbour, or dire&

clafping ivy where to climb : while I

nder fpring of rofes intermix’d

. myrtle, find what to redrefs till noon's )
vhile fo near other thus all day . 2120
:afk we chufe, what wonder if {o near

s interyene, and fmiles, or objeét new

al difcourfe drawn on, which intermits

day’s work, brought to little, though begun

7> and th’ hour of fupper comes ynearn’d? 213§
»whom mild anfwer Adam thus return’d.

Eve, aflociate fole, to me beyond -

pare, above all living creatures dear,

haft thou motion’d, well thy thoughts employ’d,
- we belt might fulfil the work which here 230
hath affign’d us ; nor of me fhall pafs

rais’d : for nothing lovelier can be found

oman, than to ftudy houfehold good,

good works in her hufband to promote.

a0t fo ftri¢tly hath our Lorn impos’d 238
wr, as to debar us when we need .
efhment, whether food, or talk between,

| of the mind, or this {weet intercourfe

oks and fmiles ; for fmiles from reafon flow,

rute deny’d, and are of love the food, 240
: not the loweft end of human life.

10t to irkfome toil, but to delight

nade us, and delight to reafon jom’d.

e paths'and bow’ss doubt not but our joint hands
keep from wildernefs with eafe as wide 24§
ve need walk, tiil younger hands ere long

tus. * But if much converfe pethaps

:-fatiate, to fhori abfence I could yield :

(olitude fometimnes is beft fociety,

fhort retirement urges fweet return, 250
otheg doubt poflefles me, lct harm
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Befal thes fzver’d from me; for thou know'lt
‘What hath been warn’d us, what malicious foe
Envying our happinefs, and of his own
Defpairing, feeks to work us woe and fhame 258
By fly afluult ; and fomewhere nigh at hand
Watches no doubt, with greedy hope to find
His wih and beft advantage, us afunder;
Hopelefs to circumvent us join’d, where each
‘I'o other fpeedy aid might lend at need, 260
Whether his fi-t defign be to withdraw -
Our fealty from Gop, or to difturb
Conjugal love, than which perhaps no blifs
Enjoy’d by us excites his envy more : )
Or this, cr werfe, Icave not the faithful fide 26
That gave thee be’ing, fill thades thee, and proteéts.
The wife, where danger and difhonour lurks,
Safeft and feemlieft by her hufband Rays,
Who guards her, or with her the worlt endures.
T'o whom the virgin majefty of Eve, 270
As one who loves, and fome unkindnefs meets,
With fweet aufterc compofure thus reply’d.
Offspring of heav’n and earth, and all earth’s lord,
‘That fuch an enemy we have, who feeks
Our ruin, both by thee inform’d 1 learn, ) 27§
And from the parting Angel averheard,
Ais in a fhady nook I flood behind,
Jult thenreiurn’d at thut of ev’ning flowers.
But that thou {hould’t my firmnefs therefore doubt
T'o Gop or thee, becaufe we have a foe 280
May tempt it, I expected not to hear.
His violence thou fear’ft not, being fuch
As we, not capablz of death or pain,
Can either not reesive, or can repel.
His fraud is then thy fear ; which plaininfers 28§
Thy equal fear, that my firm faith and love
Can by his frand be fliaken or feduc’d ;
Thoughts, which how found theyhafbour in thy breaf,
Adam, misthought of her ta thee fo dear ?
To whom with henling words Adam reply’d.  2¢e
Danghter of Gop and man, immortal Eve,
. For fuchthou art, from fin and blame entire =
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jiffident of thee do 1 diffuade

abfence from my fight, but to avoid

ittempt itfelf, intended by our foe. 39§

1¢ who tempts, though’ in vain, at lealt afpeifes

tempted with difhonour foul, fuppos’d

mcorruptible of faith, not proof

nft temptation : thou thyfelf with fcorn

anger would refent the offer’d wrong, 300

1gh ineffectual found : mifdeem not then,

ch affrent [ labour to avert

1 thee glone, which on us both at once

enemy, though bold, will hardly dare; i

aring, firft on me th’ affault fhail light. 3c8

thou his malice and falfe guile contemn ;

le he needs muft be, who could feduce

els; nor think fuperfluous other’s aid.

m th’ influence of thy looks receive

fs in ev’ry virtue, in thy fight 310

e wife, more watchful, ftronger, if need were

utward ftrength ; while fhame, thou looking on,

ne to be overcome, or over-reach’d,

ild utmoft vigour raite, and rais’d unite.

r fhould’t not thou like fenfe within thee feel 315

'n I am prefent, and thy trial chufe -

1 ®, beft witnefs of thy virtne try’d ?

o {fpoke domeftic Adam in his care

| matrimonial leve ; but Eve, who thought
attributed to her faith {incere, 320
s her reply with accent fweet renew’d.

" this be our condition, thus to dwell

arrow circuit firaiten’d by a foe.

tle or violent, we not endu’d

‘le with like defence, wherever met, 32§

v are we happy, ftill in fear of harm?

harm precedes not fin : only our foe

’

apting affronts us with his foul cftcem g
>ur integrity : his foul efteem.
ks no difhonour on our zffront, but turns 330

1on himfelf; then wherefore thun’d or fear’d
us ? who rather double honour gain
m his ﬁmgife prov’d falte; finc prace witkin,
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Favour from Heav’n, our witaefs from th’ evem

And what is faith, love, virtue, vaefay’'d - 355

Alone, without extericr help tuitain’d 2 S

L.et us rot thea fuipe® cur happy flate

Left lo imperfc& by the Maker wife, -

As n tfecure o fingle or combin’d. ~.. - -~ L

Frail is cur happinds, ifthisbe fo, .. . 3¢

And Eden were not Eden thos expos’d. i -~ i+
To whom thus Adam ferventdy reply’d. - . .

O woman, belt are all things as the wiil - L=

Of Gop ordain’d them : his cr:aung hznd

Nothing imperfect or deficient left . 545

Of ull that he created ; much leisman, - .. . .-

Or cught that might hls happy ftaz= fecure;

Securs from outward force ; within himfelf -

The danger lies, yet lies wnhm bis pow’r: = ..

Againft his will he can receive no harm. R 1

But Gop left free the will ; for what.obeys : : -

Reafon, is free ; and reafon he nfade right,

But bid her well beware, and ftilleret, .-- . *.¢
LeR by fome fair appearing good furpris’d = ...’
She didtate falfe, and mifinform the will © - : 35§

T Jo what Gop exprefsly hath forbid. - - .+ .~
Nat then miftruft, but tender love, injoins, -

I’hat [ fhauld mind thee oft, and mind thou ﬁxe
Firm we fubfiil, yet poffible tofiverve ;

Since reafon not impoflibly may meet . 36@
Some fpecious olijeé by the foe fuborn’d, - -

And fall into deception unaware, . T

Not keeping ftricteft watch, as thé was Watn'd,

S: <k not temptation then, “h'rh to avoid .o
Weire hetter, and moft likely if from me - . 364
Thou fever not : trial will come unfought. o
Wanld’ft theu approve thy conftaney ¢ approve
Firft thy obedience : th’ othyr who can know,

Not feving; thee attempted ? who atteft.?

But if thou think, trial unfought may find g9l
Us both fecurer than thus wain’d thou feem’ft,

Gon 3 for thy ﬂay. not free, abfents thee more 3

Go in thy native innocence, rely
On wlmt thou halt of vittue, i\mm\on ANy
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ontow’ards thee hath done his part, do thine. g7¢
fpake the patriarch of mankind ; but Eve
ted, yet fubmifs, though laft, reply’d.
th thy permidion then, and thus forewarn’d,
y by what thy ownlalt reas’ning words
1’d only, that our trial when leaft fought, 380
find us both perhaps far lefs prepar’d,
villinger 1 go: nor much expect .
fo'proud will firlt the weaker feek ;
nt, the more fhall fhame him his repulfe.
us faying, from her hufband’s hand her hand 385
he withdrew, and like 2 wood-nymiph light
1 or Dryad, or of Delia’s train,
ok her to the groves ; but Delia’s felf
it furpafs’d, and goddefs-like deport ; _
igh not, as fhe, with bow and quiver arm’d, 3ge¢
with fuch gard’ning tools as art yet rude,
lefs of fire, had form’d,.or Angels brought.
allas, or Pomona, thus adorn’d,
t the feem’d, Pomona, when fhe fled
1maus, or to Ceres in her prime, 398
rirgin of Proferpina from Jove.
long with ardent look His eye purfu’d
thted, but defiring more her flay.
ie to Rer his charge of quick teturn
ated ; fhe to hin as oft engag’d 40
e return’d by noon amid lgc bow’r,
all things in beft order to invite
itide repaft, or afternoon’s repofe.
uch deceiv’d; much failing, haplefs Eve,
1y prefum’d return! event perverfe ! 4¢3
1 never from that hour in Paradife .
1d’R either fweet repaft, or found repofe ;
. ambufh hid among fweet flow’rs and fhades,
:ed with hellifl rancour imminent
tercept thy way, or fend thee back 41d
woil’d of irmocence, of faith, of blifs ¢
now, and fince firft break of dawn, the fiend
» ferpent in appearance, forth was come,
on his queft, wherelikelieft he might find
only two of mankind, but in them Ky
Bb
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The whole included race, his purpos’d prey.

In bow’r and field he fought, where ary tuft

Of grove or garden plot more pleafant lay,

"T'heir tendance, or plantation for delight ;

By fountain or by {hady rivulet 420
He fought them both, but wifh’d Lis hap might find
Eve feparate : he wifl’d, but not with hope

Of what is feldom chanc’d : when to his with,
Beyond his hope, Eve feparate he fpies,

Veil’d in a cloud of fragrance, where the ftood 435
Half {py’d, fo thick the rofes bufhing round

About her glow’d ; oft fooping to fupport

Each flow’r of flender ftalk, whofe head though gay
Carnation, purple’, azure cr fpeck’d with gold,

Hung drooping unfultain’d : them fhe upflays 490
Gently with myrtle band ; mindlefs the while
Herfelt, though faireft unfepported flow’r,

¥rom her beft prop fo far, and ftorm fo nigh.
Nearer he drew, and many a walk travers’d

Of itatelielt covert, cedar, pine, or palm; 43
Then voluble and bold, now hid, now feen

Among thick woven arborets and flow’rs
Imborder’d on each bank, the hand of Eve:

Spot more delicicus than thofe gardens feign’d

Or of reviv’d Adornis; or renown’d 44
Alcinous, hoft of old Laertes’ fon;

Or that, not myltic, where the fapient king

Held dulliance with his fuir Egyptian fpoufe.

Buch he the place admir’d. the perfon more,

As one who long in populous city pent, 44
Where houfes thick and fewers annoy th’-air,

Forth ifluing on a fummer’s morn to breathe
Amony the pleafant villages and farms

Adjoin’d, from each thing met conceives delight}
'The fmell of grain, or tedded grafs, or kine, 450
Or dairy’, cach rural fight, each rural found ;

It chance, with nympklike flep, fair virgin pafs,
What pleafing feem’d, for Ler now pleafes more,

She moft, and in her look fums all delight ;

Such pleafure took the Serpent to behold - 455
Tlis Aow’ry plat, the fivect recsls A ¥ne




1% PARADISE LOST.

early, thus alone; her heav’nly form

ic, but mare foft, and femmmc,

raceful innocence, her ev'ry air

ture, or lealt adtion, overaw’d

alice, and with rapine {west bereav’d
reenels of the fiezce intent it brought :
pace the evil one abftraded ftood

his own ev’il, an.d from the time remam ’d
ly good, of enmity difarm’d,

le, of hate, of envy, or revenge.

e hot hell that alqu in him burns,

+h in xmd heav’n, foon eaded his delight ;
greyres him now more, the mare he F
afure not for him ordain’d : then foon
hate Eg recolle&s, and all his thoughts
chief, gratulating, thus excites.

act

469

465

470

fht.s, whither have ye led me ! with what fweet
il

thus tranfported, to forget

hither brought us! hate, not love, no hope 475

-adife for hell, hope here to tafte
afuse, bnt all pleafure to deftroy,
vhat is in deﬁroymg ; other joy
tis loft. Then let me not let pafs
on which now fniles. Behold alone
oman, opportune to all attempts ;
afband, for L view far round, not nigh
hsghcr intelle@ual more I ﬂmn,
rrength of courage haughty, and of limb
: buile, though :f terrcl%na{ mould ;
it unformidable, exempt from wound ;
fo much hath hell debas’d, and pain
led me, to what I was in Heav’n.
ir, divinely fair, fit love for Gods,,
rrible, though terrar be in love
ecauty nat approach’d by ftronger hate,
txopger, under fhew of love well feign'd,
iy which to her ruin now I tend.
ke th? enemy of mankind, inclos’d
ent,‘inmate bad, and towards Eve
1s’d his way, not with indented wave
on the ground, as gnce, but m\h\s tear,
ba

48

485

490

495
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Circular bafe of rifing folds, that tow’r’d
Fold above fold, a furging maze; his head

Crefted aloft, and carbuncle hiseyes; - 5o
With burnifh’d neck of verdant gold, ere@ '
Amidt his circling fpires that.on the 5::(3 ©o
Floated redundant ; pleafing was bis thape, : -

And lovely : never fince of ferpent kind - "~ - - .
Loovelier ; not thofe that in Illyria changld - $6§
Hermione and Cadmus, orthegod- - = -~ =
In Epidaurus ; nor to which transform’d
Ammonian Jove, or Capitoline wag feeny
He with Olympias, this with her WLO bore . .
Scipio the height of Rome. ~ With tra& oblique 512
At firft, as one who {ought accefs, but fear’d:
To interfupt, fide long he works his way.
As when a fhip by fkilful keerfman wrought -
Nigh river’s mouth, or foreland where the wind
Veers oft, as oft fo fteers, and fhifts her fail: - §if
So varied he. and of his tortuous train -
Curl’d many a wanton wreath in -fight of Eve,
To lure her eye. * She bufied heard the found
-Of ruftling leaves ; but minded not, as us'd, - v
To fuch difport before her through the ficld, g2 &
From ev’ry beaft, more duteous at hercall,
Thanat Circean call the herd difguis’d.
He bolder now, uncall’d before her food,
But as in gaze admiring : oft he how’d )
His turret creft, and fleek edumell’d neck, .88
Fawning, and lick’d the grounid whereon fhe trod.
His gentle dumb expreflion turn’d at length '
The eye of Eve to mark his play’; he glad
Of her attention gain’d, with ferpent tongue
Organic, or impulfe of vocal air, : 530
His fraudulent temptation thus began. '
Wonder not, fov’reign miftrefs, if perhaps
Thou canit, who art fole wonder ; much lefs arm
‘Thy looks, the heav’n of mildnefs, with.difdain,
Difpleas’d that I approach thee thus. and gaze  §3§
‘Infatiate ; I thus fingle ; nor have fear’d *
Thy awful brow, more awful thus retir’d.
Faireft refemblance of thy Maker fair,
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all things living gaze on, all things thine
ft, and thy celeftial beauty’ adore, 549
e ravilhment beheld, there beft beheld
‘e univerfally admir’d ; bat here
is inclafure wild, thefe bealts among, "~~~ .
Iders. rude, and thallow to difcern - - - -
what in thee is fair, one man except,” 545
fées thee? (and what is one ?) whoihouldft be feem
ddefs among gods, ador’d and ferv’d
agels numberiefs, thy daily train.
o2’d the tempter, and his proem tan’d; -~ .
the heart of Eve his words made way, 5§o
gh at the vaice much marvelling ; at length .
mamaz’d fhe thus in anfwer fpake. : A
hat may this mean ? language of man pronounc’d
mgue of brute, and human fenfe expref’d &
firft at leaRt of thefe I'thought deny’d (113
edfts, whom Gobp on their crearmn day: -
‘ed mute to all articulate found :
latter 4 demur : fof in their looks
1 reas’n, and-in their a&ions, oft appears.
» ferpent, fubtleft bealt of all the field 560
:'w, but not with human voice endu’d 3 o
uble then this miracle, and fay,
- cam’f} thou fpeakable of mute ? and how
1e fo friendly grown above theret
rutal kind, that daily are in fight} 565
for fuch wondeér claims attention'due. "
»whom'the guileful tempter thus reply’d.
refs of this fair world; refplendent Eve,
it is to mne to tell thee all
t thou command’tt, and nght thou fhould’ft be
obey’d. ' 570

5 at ﬁr& as other bealts that graze
trodder herb, of abjec thoughts and low
-as my food ; .nor ought but food difcern’d
x, and apprehendcd nothing high :

on aday roving the field, I chanc’d 515
‘odly tree far diftant to bekold, -
fen with fruit of faireft colours mix’d, -

1y and gold : I nearer drew w gazey
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When from the boughs a favoury odour blown,
Grateful to appetite, more pleas’d my fenfe 58
‘Than fmell of {weetefl fenel, or the teats
Of ewe or goat dropping with milk at ev’n,
Usfuck’d of lamib er kid, that tend their play.
To fatisty the fharp defire L had .
Of tafting thofe fair apples, I refolv’d 1]
Nat to defer; bunger and thirft at once, ‘
Pow’rful perfuiders, quicken’d at the fcent
Of that alluring fruit, urg’d me {o keen.
About the molly trunk I wound me foon ;
For high from ground the branches would require 590
Thy utmolt reach, or Adam’s: round the tree
All other bealts that faw, with like defire '
Longing and cavying ftood, but could not reach.
Amid the tree now got, where plenty hung
Tempting fo nigh, to pluck and eat my fill 595
1 fpar’d not ; for fuch pleafure till that hour
At feed or fountain never had I found.
Sated at length, ere long I might perceive
"Strange alteration in me, to degree
.Of reafon in my inward pow’rs, and fpeech 69>
Wanted not long, though to this fhape retain’d.
Thenceforth to {peculations high or deep
-I turn’d my thoughts; and, with eapacious mind,
Confider’d all things vif:ble in Heav’n,
Or Earth, or Middle, al! things fairand good;  60;
But all that fair and good in thy divine
Semblance, and in thy beauty’s heav’nly ray,
United I beheld ; no fuir to thine
Equivalent or fecond, which compell’d
Me thus, though importune perhaps, to come 612
And gaze, and worflip thes, of right declar’d
Sov’reign of creatures, univerfal dame.
So talk’d the (pirited {ly Snake; and Eve

Yet more amaz’d unwary thus reply’d.
Serpeat, thy overpraifling leaves in doubt 615
The virtue of thut fruit, in thee firft prov’d;
Dut fay, where grows the tree, from hence how far?

_ For many are tic trecs of Gop that grow

“In Paradife, and vasious, yeu vuknowa
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: in fuch abundance lies our choice, 620
wves a greater ftore of fruit untouch’d,

anging incorruptible, till meu

up to-their provifion, and more hands

to difburden Nature of her birth.

whom the wily adder, blithe and glad. 625
efs, the way is ready, and not long ;

1d a row-of myrtles, on a flat,

y a fountain, one finall thicket paft

»wing myrrh and balm : if thou ascept

»ndudt, 1 can briog thee thither {oon. 630
ud thaw, fuid Eve. He lcading {wiftly roll’d -
gles, and :made intricatefeem ltraight,

ifchiet fwift. Hope <levates,-and joy

tens his creft ; as when a wund’ring fire,

12ét of untuous vapour, which the night 635
enfes, and the cold environs round,

&d through agitation to a flame, -

h oft they fuy, fome evil Sp’rit attends,

ring, and blazing with delufive light

1ds th’ amaz’d night wand’rer from his way, 640
1gs and mires, and oft through pond or pool,

: {wallow’d up and lof, from fuccour far.

ifter’d the dire Snake, and into fraud

Zve, ourcredulous mother, to the tree

‘ohibition, root of all our woe : . 645
h when the faw, thus to her guide fhe fpake.
-pent. we might have fpar’d our coming hither,
lefs to me, though fruit be here t’ cxcefs ;

redit of whole virtue reft with thee, .

Y’rous indeed, if caufe. of fuch effeés. 650
f this tree we may not tafte nor touch ;

fo commanded, and left that command
daughter of his voice ; the reft, we live

to ourfelves, our reafon is our law.

»whom the tempter guilcfully repiy’d. (711
»d ? hath Gobp then faid that of the fruit

1 thefe garden-trees ye hall not eat 7

ords declar’d of all in earth or air.

» whom thus Eve, yet finlefs. Of the fruit

wh tree in the garden we may eaty Ghe
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If of death removes the fear. -

s this forbid ? Why but to awe,

eep ye low and ignorant, .
7s? he knows, that intheday - be5
» your eyes that feem fo clear, g
m, fhall perfeétly be then S
lear’d, and ye fhalt be as gods, - A

r good and evil as they know. o
be as gods, fince I as Man,: 1 14

is bul: proportion meet ;
man ; ye of human, gods. :
perhaps, by putting of - i
ton gods ;. death to be wifh’d, :
ten’d, which no worfe than thiscan brings
gods, that Man may not become 716
icipating god-like food? . g
firft, and that advantage ufe
that all from them proceeds: .-— |
for this fair earth Ifee, - - 7120
e fum, producmg every kind, .
r: if they all things, who inclos’d - .
good and evil in this tree, :
ats thereof, forthwith attains: .
»ut their leave 2 'and wherein Hes . 72§
bat man thould thus attainto know? -
r knowledge hurt him, or this treg
t his will, if all be his ?
and can envy dwell
eafls? thefe, thefe, and. many more 73e
t your need.of thie fair fruic.
in, reach then, and freely tafte. |
and his words repleté with guile
: toa eafy entrance won:
ruit fhe gaz’d, which to behold 738
done; and in her ears the found
is perfuafive words, impregn’d
10 her feeming, and with truth ;
1¢.hour of noon drew on, and wak’d . :
stite, rais’d by the fmell - 140
that fenit, which with defire, .
v grown to touch and tafte, Y
Cec
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Solicited her longing eye : yet firft
Paufing a while. thus to herfelf fhe mus’d. *

Great are thy virtues doubtlefs beft of fruits, 74
Though kept from man, and worthy to be admir'd;
Whofe tafte, too long forborne, at firft effay . -
Gave elocution to the mute, and taught
The tongue not made for fpeech to fpeak thy praife: '
Thy praife he alfo who forbids thy ufe 750
Cenceals not from us, naming thee the tree :
Of knowledge, knowledge both of good and evil ;
Forbids us then to tafte : but his forbidding
Commends thee more, while it infers the good
By thee communicated, and our want : 755
Far good unknown, fureis not had ; or had,

And yet unknown, is as not had at ali.

In plain then, what forbids he but to know,

Forbids us good, forbids us to be wife?

Such puohibitions bind not.  But if death 760
Bind us with after bands, what profits then ’
Our inward freedom ? In the day we eat

Of this fair fruit, our doom is, we fhall die.

How dies theferpent ? he hath eat’n and lives,

And knows, and {geaks, and reafons, and difcerns, 765
Trrational till then.  For us alone

Was death invented ? or to us deny’d

This intelleGtual food, for beafts referv’d ?

For beafls it feems : yet that one beaft which firft
Hath tafted, envies not, but brings with joy 770
‘The good befall’n him, author unfufpeé,

Friendly to man, far from daceit or guile 3

What fear 1 then, rather what know to fear
-Urder this ignorance of good and evil,

Of . Gop or death, of law or penalty ? 775
Here grows the cure of all, this fruit divine,

Fair to the eye, inviting to the tafte,

Of virtue to make wife : what hinders then

To reach, and feed at once both body’ and mind ?

So faying, her rath hand in evil hour 780
Torth reaching to the fruit, the pluck’d, fhe eat:
Earth felt the wound ; and nature from her feat,

Sighing through all her works, gave igns of woe,
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all wasloft. Back to the thicket flunk
wilty Serpent: and well might ; for Eve
:now wholly on her taite naught elfe
-ded, fach delight till then. as feem’d,

it the never tafted, whether true

1cy’d fo, through expettation high

209

785

owledge : nor was Godhead from her thought:

lily fhe ingorg’d without reftraint,

knew not eating death. Satiate at length,

heighten’d as with wine, jocund and boon
to herfelf fhe pleafingly began.

ov’reign, virtuous, precious of all trees
radife, of operation blefs’d

pience, hitherto obfcur’d, infam’d,

thy fair fruit let hang, as to no end

ed ; but henceforth my early care,

79t

795

rithout fong, each morning, and due praife, $c®

tend thee, and the fertile burden-eafe
y full branches, offer’d free to all ;
ieted by thee [ grow mature

owledge, as the gods, who all things know; .
8os

gh others envy what they cannot give ;
ad the gift becn theirs, it had not here
grown. Experience, next to thee [ owe,
ruide ; not following thee, I had remain’d
aorance ; thou open’ft wifdom’s way,
giv’ft accefs, though fecret fhe retire.

1 perhaps am fecret ; Heav’n is high,

, and remote to fee from thence diltin&
thing.on earth ; and other care perhaps
have diverted from continual watch
great forbidder. fafe with all his fpies
ithim. But to Adam in what fort

I appear ? fhall 1 to him make known
:t my change, and give him to partake
happinefs with me; or rather not,
teep the odds of knowledge in my pow’r
out copartner ? fo to add what wants
nale fex, the more to draw his love,
render me more equal, and perhaps,
ng not nndcﬁr?:lile, fometimes
c2

810

8¢

820
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Superior; for inferior who is free ? 815
‘I'his may be well.  But what if Gop have feen,
And death enfue? then I fhall be no more,
And Adam wedded to another Eve,
Shall live with her enjoying, I extinét ?
A death to think. Confirm’d then I refolve, 330
Adam fhall fhare with me in blifs or woe ;
So dear I love him, that with him all deaths
I could endure, without him live no life. -
¢ 8o faying, from the tree her ftep fhe turn’d ;
But firft low rev'rence done, as'to the pow’r 835
That dwelt within.'whefe prefence had infus'd :
Into thé plant fciential fap, deriv’d = -
From nedtar, drink of gods. * - Adam the while,
‘Waiting defirous her return, had woye - :
Of choiceft flow’rs a garland to adorn 840
Her trefles, and her roral labours crown, :
As reapers oft are wont their harvelt queen.
Great joy he promis’d to his thoughts, and. pew
Solace in her return, fo long delay’d : :
Yet oft his hieart, divine of fomething ill, 84
Mifgave him ; he the falt’ring meafure felt ; A
And for to meet her went, the way fhe took
‘That morn when firft they parted. * By the tree
Of knowledge he muft pafs ; there be her met,
Scarce from the tree returning ; inher hand - 850
A bough of faireft fruit, that downy fmil’d, o
New gather’d, and ambrofial fmell diffus’d.
‘To him fhe hafted : in her face excufe
Came prologue, and apology too prompt,
Which with bland words at will fhe thus addrefs’d. 85§
Haft thou not wonder’d, Adam, at my ftay?
"Thee | have mifs’d, and thought it long, depriv’d
Thy prefence, agony df love ti]l now
Not felt, nor fhall be twice 5 for never more
Mean [ to try, what rafh untry’d I fought, 860
The pain of abfence from thy fight.- But frange
Hath been the caufe, and wonderful to hear.
This tree is not, as we are told, a tree
Of danger tafted, nor ¢’ evil unknown .
'Op’ning the way ; butof divine efie& 86¢
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n eyes, and make them gods who tafte ;

ath been talted fuch ; the ferpent wife,
reftrain’d as we, or not obeying,

aten of the fruit, and is become,

ad, as we are threaten’d, but henceforth 870
| with human voice and human fenfe,

ing to admiration, and with me

ively hath {o prevail’d, that I -

Ifo tafted, and have slfo found

¢&s to correfpond ; op’ner mine eyes, 875
ft, dilated fpirits, ampler heart, -
-owing up to godhead ; which for thee

I fought, without thee can defpife.

(s, ds thou haft part, to nie is blifs : .
s unfhar’d with thee, and odious foon. 880
herefore alfo tafte, that equal lot e
in us, equal joy, as equal love;

ou not talting, different degree

us, and I then too late renounce

or thee, when fate will not permit. 885
.ve with count’nance blithe her Rory told; *
her cheek diftemper fluthing glow’d.

other fide, Adam, foon as he heard

:al trefpafs done by Eve, amaz'd,

h’d food, and blank, while horror chill 8gp
-ough his veins, and all his joints felax’d ;

is {lack hand the garland wreath’d for Eve
iropt, and all the faded rofes fhed :

lefs he ftood, and pale; till thus at length
himfelf he inward filence broke. 895
ireft of creation, laft and beft

3op's works, creature in whom excell’d

rer can to fight or thought be form’d,

livine, good, amiable, or fweet !

rt thou loft, how on a fudden loft, 900
1, deflow’r’d, and now to death devote ?

, how hatt thou yielded to tranfgrefs

& forbiddance, how to viclate

:red fruit forbidd’n? Some curfed fraud

ny hath beguil’d thee, yet unknown : 908
¢ with thee bath ruin’d : for wi\hee
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Certain my refolution is to dic;

How can [ live without thee, how forego

Thiy {weet converie and love fo dearly join’d, .

To live again in thefe wild woods forlorn ? 910

8hould Gop create another Eve, and 1

Another rib afford, yet lofs of thee

Would never from my heart: no, no, I feel

The link of nature draw me : fleth of fleth,

Bone of my hone thou art, and from thy ftate g1

Mine never fhall be parted, blifs or woe. :

So having faid, as one from fud difmay

Recomforted, and, after thoughts difturb’d,

Bubmitting to what feem’d remedilefs,

Thus in calm mood his words to Eve he turn’d. 920
Bold deed thou haft prefum’d, advent’rous Eve,

And peril great provok’d, who thus haft das’d,

Had it been only coveting t0 eye

That facred fruit, facred to abftinence,

Mauch more totafte it, under ban to touch, 925

But paft who can recal, or done undo?

Not Gop omnipntent, nor fate ; yet fo

Perhaps thou fhalt not die, perhaps the fa&

¥s not fo heinous now, foretafted fruit,

Profan’d firlt by the ferpent, by him firft 930

Made common and unhallow’d ere our tafte :

Nor yet on him found deadly; he yet lives,

Lives, as thou faidft, and gains to live as man,

Higher degree of life ; inducement ftrong

To us, as likely talling to attain 935

Proportional afcent, which cannot be

But by the Gods. or Angels, Demi gods.

Nor can I think, that Gop, Creator wife,

Though threat’ning. will in earnelt {o deftroy

Us his prime creatures, dignify’d fo high 940

Set over all his works; which in our fail,

For us created, needs with us muft fail,

Dependent made : 0 Gob fhall uncreate,

Be fruftrate, do. undo, and labour lofe ;

Not well conceiv’d of Gop, who though his pow’r 9435

Creation could repeat, yet would be loath

Us to abolifh, Ieft the adverfary
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ph, and fay ; Fickle their fate whom Gon
wours ; who can pleafe him long ? Me firft

n’d, now mankind : whom will he next? gso
‘of fcorn, not to be giv’'n the foe; -
rer, 1 with thee bave fix’d my lot,
1 to undergo like doom : if death
t with thee, death is to me as life;
:ible within my heart I feel ) 114
md of nature draw me to my own, .
m in thee, for what thou artis mine;
ate can not be fever’d, we are one, . .
+fh’; to lofe thee were to lofe myfelf. . -
Adam; and thus kve to him reply’d, - 980
ious trial of exceeding love, _ :
bus evidence. example high'!
ing me to emulate, but thort

perfe&ion, how fhall I attain, .
. from whofe dear fide I boaft me fprurg, ¢6¢
rladly of thy unicn hear thee fpeak,
eart, one foul in both ; whereof good proof
lay affords, declaring thee refolv’d,
r than death, or ought than death more dread,
‘eparate us, link’d in lgve fo degr, 970
dergo with me one guilt, one crime,
“be, of tafting this fair fruit,
e virtue (for of good fill good proceeds,
:» or by occafion) hath prefented’
1appy trial of thy love, which clfe 975
inently néver had been known.

it I thought death menac’d would enfue
ny attempt, I would fultain alone
sorft, and not perfuade thee ; rather die ,
ted, than oblige thee with a fu@ 980
sious:to thy peace ; chiefly affur’d
irkably fo'late of thy {o true,
‘thful love unequall’d, but 1 feel
therwife th’ event, not death, but life
nented, open’d eyes, new hopes, new joys, ¢8s-
fo divine, that what of fweet before S
touch’d my fenfe. flat feems to this, and harth.
y experience, Adam, freely tafte,
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Apxd fear of death deliver to the winds. e e
So faying, fhe embrac’d him, and forjoy . . g%’
Tenderly wept; much won, that he hislove :
Had fo ennobled, as of choice t’ incar St
Divine difpleafure for her {ake, or -death, .
In recompenfe Sfor fuch compliance bad - . woi
Such recompenfe beft merits) for the bougl! ’9’,’
She gave him of that fair enticing fruit ahs
With liberal hand : he ferupled not to eat. S
Againft his better knowledge ; not d:cclv’d
But fondly overcome with ﬂnale charm. - -, "
Earth trembled from her cntrails, as again fcod
In pangs ; and Nature gave a fecond greanj; - - -
Sky lour’d, and uttering thunder, forne fad drop» )
Wept at completing of the mortal fin - .
Original ; while Adam took no thought, . - , :
Eating his fill; nor Eve to iterate 100y
Her former trefpafs fear’d, the more to foothe
Him with her lov’d fociety 3 that now;
As with new wines intoxicated both,- .
They fwim in mirth, and fancy that they fed
Divinity within them breedmg wings . 1010
Wherewith to fcorn the earth. But that falfe fruit
Far other operation firlt difplay’d,
Carnal defire inflaming ; he on Eve . L
Began to caft lafcivious eyes, the him

As wantonly repanl ; in luft they burnt 101y’
Till Adam thus ’gan Eve to dalhance move.: .
Eve, now [ fee thou art exa& of tafte, . - :

And elegant of fapience no fmall part,

Since to each meaning favour we apply, .
And palate call judicious: I the praife 1030 -
Yield thee, fo well this day thou haft purvey’d. :
Much pleafure we have loft, while we abftam’d

From this delightful fruit, nor known till now,

True relifh tafting ; if fuch pleafure be -

In things to us forbidd’n, it might be wifl’d,  sos§ -
For this one tree had been forbidden ten. .
But come, fo well refrefh’d, now let us play,

As meet is, after fuch delicious fare ;

For never did iby beanty fince (e day
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s¢ firlt, and wedded thee, a2dorn’d 1c30

| perfedions, fo inflame my fenfe

‘dour to enjoy thee, faircr now

rer, bounty of this virtuous tree.

d he, and forbore not glance or toy -

rous intent ; well underftood 1€38
whofe eyes darted contagious fire ;

1d he feiz’d, and to a fhady bank,

wverhead with verdant roof imbow’r’d,

her nothing loath ; flow’rs were the couch,
and violets, and afphodel, 1C40

acinth, earth’s frefhe(t fofteft lap;

hey their fill of love, and love’s difport

rgely of their mutual guilt the feal,

ice of their fin; till dewy fleep

'dthem, wearied with their amorous play. 1c4g

as the force of that fallacious fruit,

th exhilarating vapour bland

their fp’rits had play’d, and inmoft pow’rs

1, was now exhal’d ; and groffer fleep
unkind fumes, with confcious dreams  rogo

er’d, now had left them ; up they rofe

1 unreft, and each th’ other viewing,

und their eyes how open’d, and their minds
rken’d ; innocence, that as a veil

dow’d them from knowing ill, was gone ; 105§
ifidence, and native righteoufnefs,

nour from about them, naked left

ty fhame ; he cover’d, but his robe

r’dmore. 8o rofe the Danite firong,

:an Samfon, from the harlot-lap 1c6o’

itean Delilah, and wak’d -

f his firength : they deftitute and bare

heir virtue : filent, and in face

aded, long they fat, as ftrucken mute :

am, though not lefs than Eve abafh’d, 1065

‘th wave utterance to thefe words conftrain’d.

re, in evil hour thou did’R give ear

: falfe worm. of whamfoever taught

aterfeit man’s voice ; true in our fall,

our promis'd rifing ; fince our eyus s
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Was I t* have never parted from thy fide ?
As good have grown there flill a lifelefs rib. .
Being as-I am, why did’ not thou the head 1155
Command me abfolutely not to go,
Going into {uch danger as thou faid’ft !
Too facile then thou did’ft not much gainfay ;
Nay, did’#t permit, approve, and fair difmifs.
Had’ft thou been firm and fix’d in thy diffent, 1160
Neither had I tranfgrefs’d ; nor thou with me.
Fo whom then firft incens’d; Adam reply’d.
Is this the Jove, is this the recompenfe
. Of mine to thee, ungrateful Eve, exprefs’d
. Immutable, when thou wert loft, not I; 116§
Who might have liv’d, and joy’d immortal blifs,
. Yet willingly chofe rather death withthee? -~
Axd am 1 now upbrnded as the caufé
Of thy tranfgrefling ? not enough fevere,
It feems, in thy 1 rc&ramt s what could Imore? 17
warn’d thee, I a.dmom{h’d thee, forel:old '
¢ danger, and the lurking enemy
‘That lay in wait ; beyond this had been force,
And force upon free will hath here no place.
But confidence then bore thee on, fecure. 117§
Either to meet no danger, or to find ’
Matter of glorious trial ; and perhaps
I alfo err’d in overmuch admiring ™
. What feem’d in thee fo perfed, that I thought :
No evil durft attempt thee; but I rue - b
‘That error now, which is become my cnme,
And thou th’ accufer.. Thus it fhall befal
Him who to worth in woman overtrufting,
Lets her will rule: reftraint {he will not brook ;
And left ¢ herfelf, if evil thence enfue, : ndy
She firft his weak indulgence will accufe.
Thus they in mutual accufation {pent
The fruitlefs ho\m, but neither fclf-condemmng,
And of their vain conteft appear’d no end.

Exn OF THE Nmru Book.




PARADISE LOST,

.- 7

.Tus ARGuMENT. . . -
Mars tranfgrefion known, the guardian Angels forfake
Paradife, and return up to Heaven to approve their
vigilancg ; and are approved, God declaring that the
_entrance of Satan could not be by them prevented. ~ He
Jeads bis Son ta judge the tranfgreffors 3 avbo defcends,
-and gives fentence accordingly 3 then in pity clothes them
and reafcends. Sin and death fitting till then ai the
gates of hell, by wondrous [ympathy fecling the fuccefs
of Satan in this new avorld, and the fin by mian there
committed, refolve to fit no longer confined in bell, but
20 follow Satan their fire up to the place of man : To make
the away cafier from kell to this world to and fio, they
pave a broad bigh-away or bridge over Chaos, according
Yo the track that Satan firf} made ; then preparing for
earth, they meet him, proud of his fuccefi, returning to
bell ; their mutual gratulation. Satan arrives at Pan-
demenium, in full affernbly relates with boafling his fuc-
cefs againft man ; inflead of applaufe, is entertained with
= . a general bifs by all his audience, transformed wwith
bimfelf alfo fuddenly into forpents, according to his docrn
Ziven in Paradife ; then deluded with a fhea of the for-
bidden tree [pringing up before them, they greedily reach-
ing to take of the fiuit, chew dufl and bitter afbes.
- The proceedings of Sin and Death : Gop foretells the
final viclory of his Son over them, and the renenwing of
-all things ; but far the prefent commands bis Angels to
mage- ]Ewral alterations in the beavens and clewients.
Adam more and mare perceiving bis fallen condition,
beavily benvails ; rejects the condolement of Eve ; fhe
perfifts, and at Jength appeafes him : then, to evade the
curfe likely to fall on their offspring, propofes to Adam
Violent ways, which he approves not ; but conceiving bet-
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ter bepes, puts ber in mind of the late promife mrade them, .
that ber feed fhould be revenged on the ferpent, ard ex
borts her aith bim to ferk peace of the offended Dd;,, b
repentance and fupplication. ]

EAN while the heinous and def; piie‘ful &
Of Satan done in Paradife, and how-
He in the ferpent had perverted Eve;
Her hufbind fhe, to talte the fatal fruit,
Was known in heav’n ; for what can 'feape the eye ,
Of Gob all-feeing, or deceive his heart
Omnifcient? who, inall things wife and juft,
Hindered not Satan to attempt the mind
Of man, with ftrength entire, and free will arm'd,
Complete to have difcover’d and repuls’d 19
Whatever wiles of foe or feenning friend.
For fill they knew, and ought t” have ftill rernember'd
The high injundtion not to tafte that fruit, :
Whoever tempted ; which they not obeying,
Incurr’d (whut could they lefs?) the penalcy, 1§
And manifold in fin, deferv’d to fall.
Up into heav’n from Paradife in hafte
‘TW angelic guards afcended, mute and fad
For Man ; for of his Rate by this they knew,
Much wcmd'rmg how the fubtle fiend had ftol’'n 20
Entrance unfeen. Soon as th’ nawelcome news
From earth arriv’d at heav’n gate, difpleas’d
All were who heard ; dim fadnefs did not fpare
That time celeftial vxfages, yetmixz’d
With pity, violated not their blifs. 1
About the new-arniv’d, in multitudes
Th’ ethereal people ran, to hear and know
How all befel : they tow’ards the throne firprems
Accountable made hafte, to make appear
With righteous plez their utmoft vigilance ; [L]
And eafily approv’d : when the Moft High
Eternal Father, from his fecret cloud,
Amidft in thunder utter’d thus his voice.
Affembled Angels, and ye pow'rs return’d
From unluccefsful charge, be not difmay’d, 3
Nor troubled at thefe tidings from the eanth,
H’bl:h your fizccreft care could not prevent,
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tald fo lately what would come to pafs.

n firft this tempter crofs’d the pulf from Hell,

1 yethen he fhould prevail and ipeed 49
is bad errand ; man fhould be feduc’d

flatter’d out of all, believing lics

nft his Maker : no decree of mine

urring to neceflitate his fall, A
wach with lighteft moment of impulfe 43
Tee will, ta her own inclining left :
ren fcale. But fall’n he is: and now

t relts, but that the mortal fentence pafs

iis tranfgreflion, death cenound’d that day ?

:h Le prefumes already vain and void, 50
afe not yet inflicted, as he fear’d,

ome immediate {trnke ; but {oon fhall fiad
)earance no acquittance ere day end,

ce fhall sot return as bounty fcern’d.

whom f:nd 1 to judge them ? whom but thee g3
gerent Son? to thee I have transfern’d

judgment, whether in keav’n, or earth, or hell.

it may be fcen that [ intend

:y colleague with jullice, fending thee, :
’s friend, his Mediator, his defign’d o
i ranfom and Redeemer voluntary, :
deflin’d man himfelf to judge man fali’n,

» fpake the Father, and unfolding hright

*ard the right hand his glory, on the Son

2d for:b unclouded deity : he full 65
dendent all his Father manifeft

refs’d, and thus divinely aniwer’d mild

ither eternal, thine is to decrea ;

» both in heav’n and earth to do thy will

‘eme, that thou in me thy Son bzlov’d 70
'ft ever reft well pleas’d. I go to judge

zarth thefe thy tran{grefiors ; but then know’f,
sever judg’d, the worft on me muft light, .

'n time fhall be ; for fo 1 undertook

re thee ; and not repenting. this obtaim 75
ight, that I may niitigate their doom,

ne deriv’d ; yet 1 {hail temper fo

ce with mercy’, as may illuftrate moQt

= fully fatisfy’d, ard thee appealc 1
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Attendance none fhall need, nor train, where none 8o
Are to behold the judgment, but the judg’d.

Thofe two ; the third beft abfent is condemn’d,
Convi& by flight, and rebel to all law;

Convi&ion to the ferpsnt none belongs. -

Thus faying, from his radiant feat he rofe 8
Of high collateral glory’ ; him thrones and pow'rs
Princedoms and dominations miniftrant
Accompanied to heaven-gate, from whence
Eden and all the coaft in profpet lay.

Down he defcended firaight ; the fpeed of gods ¢
Time counts not, though with fwifteft minutes wing'd
Now was the fun in weftern cadence low

From noon, and gentle airs due at their hour

To fan the earth now wak’d, and afher in

The ev’ning cool; when he. from wrath more cool, 9§
Came, the mild judge and interceflor both, -

To fentence man. The voice of Gob they heard
Now walking in the garden, by foft winds

Brought to their ears, while day declin’d they heard,
And from his prefence hid themfelves among 100
The thickelt trees, both man and wife; till Gop
Approaching, thus to Adam call’d aloud.

Where art thou, Adam, wont with joy to meet
My coming feen-far off! I mifs thee here,
Not-pleas’d, thus entertain’d with folitude, ic§
Where obvious duty’ erewhile appear’d unfought:
Or come I lefs confpicnous, or what change
Abfents thee, or what chance detains ? Come forth.

He came, and with him Eve, more loath, tho’ firt
‘T offend: difcount’nanc’d both, and difcompos’d :
X.ove was not in their looks, either to Gop 51
Or to each other; but apparent guilt,

And fhame, and perturbation, and defpair,

Anger, and obftinacy’, and hate. and guile.

Whence Adam faltiing long, thus anfwer'd brief. 11§
1 heard thee in the gard’n, and of thy voice

Afraid, being naked, hid myfelf 70 whom

The gracious Judge without revile reply’d.

My voice thou oft haft heard, and haft not fear’d,

But fill rejoic’d 5 how is it now become 120’
8o dreadful to thee 2 that thow At naked, who
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Hath told thee ? haft thou eaten of the tree
Whereof [ gave thee charge thou fhould’t not eat?
. To whom thus Adam fore befet reply’d.

O heav’n! in evil fraight this day I fand 128
Before my Judge, cither to undergo

Myfelf the total crime, or to accufe-

My other felf, the partner of my life

‘Whofe failing while her faith to me rerhains,

1 fhould conceal, and not expofe toblame - - 130’

By my complaint : but firié'neceffity
Subdues me, and calamitous conftraint,
Left on my head both fih and punithnient,
However infupportable, be all

Devolv’d; tho’ fhould I hold my peace, yet thou 13§

Would’ft eaﬁly dete@ what I conceal ;
‘Tis woman, whom thou mad’it to be my help,
And gav’ft me as thy perfe& gift, fo good,
So fit, fo dcceptable, fo divine, ,
That from her hand I could fufped no ill ; 140
And what the did, whatever in itfelf,
Hér doing feem’d to juftify the deed ;
She gave me cf the tree, and 1 did eat.
. To whom thé Sov’reign Prefence thus reply’d.
Was fhe thy Gon, that her thou did’t obey 148
Before his voice ? or was {he made thy guide,
Superior, or but equal, that to her
Thou did’(t refign_thy manhood, and the place
Wherein Gob fct thee’ ahove Lier, made of thee,
And‘for thee, whofe perfeion far excell’d 150
Hert’s in all real dignity 2 Adors’d
8he was indeed, and lovely to attrat
Thy love, not thy fubje@ion ; and her gifts
Were fuch as under ;rovernment well feen’d,
Unfeemly to bear rule ; which was thy part 155
And perfon, had’ft thou known thvfclr aright.
So having fuid. he thus to Eve in few.
ay, woman, what is this which thou hatt done?
'To whonr fud Eve with thame nigh overwhelm’d,

Confeﬁ'mg foon, yet not before her ]'ud e 169
Bold or laquacibus, thus abafh’d reply” d o
Fhe ferpent me beguil’d, and [ did eat. .

iv . i kP

-
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Which when the Lorp Gob heard, without delay
To judgement he proceeded on th’ accus’d
S:rpent., tho’ brute, unable to transfer 165
The guilt on him who made him inftrument
Of mifchief, and poiluted from the end
Of his creation ; jufllly then accurs’d,

As vitiated in nature: more to know

Concern'd not man, (fiace he no further knew), 179
Nor alier’d kis offence ; yet Gop at laft

"I'o Satan firft in fin his doom apgly’d, _
Though in myfterious terms, judg’d as then teft:
Ard on the ferpeat thus his curfe let fall.

Decaufe thou halt done this, thou art accurs’d 173
Above z2ll cattle, each bealt of the field ;

Upon thy belly grovelling thou fhalt go,

And duit thait eat all the days of thy life.

B=tween thee and the woman I will pat

Fnmity, and between thine and her feed ; 1%
1er feed fhall bruife thy head, thou bruife bis heel.

So fpake this oracle, then verify’d
When Jesus fon of Mary, fecond Eve,

Saw Satan fall like lightning down from heav’n,
Prince f the air; then rifing from his grave 185
Spoil’d principalities and pow’rs, triumph’d

1n opern fhew, and with afcenfion bright

Captivity lzd captive through the air,

"T'he realm itfelf of Satan long ufurp’d :

‘Whom he fhall tread at laft under our feet ; 190
Tv’n he who now foretold his fatal bruife,

And to the woman thus his f:ntence turn’d.

Thy forrow I will greatly multiply

By thy conception ; children thou fhalt bring

In forrow forth; and to thy hufband’s will 195
‘I’bine fhall fubmit ; he over thee fhall rule.

Cn Adam laft thus judgement ke pronounc’d,
Bicaufe thou haft hearken’d to the voice of thy wifs,
And eaten of the tree, concerning which
1 charg’d tee, faying, thon thalt not eat thererf: 2c0
Curs’d is the greund for thy fake ; theu in forrow
Shalt eat theveof ail the dys of thy Tife

‘I'horus alto and thiflles 1t fad bring hes Totn
Unbid, and thou fhialt cat il herb ol Qe fedd,
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e fweet of thy face flalt thou eat bread, 2c§
hou return unto the ground ; for thou

f the ground waft taken, know thy birth,

auft thou art, and fhalt to duft retura.

judg’d the man, both judge and faviour fent :
:h’ infkant roke of death denounc’d thas day 210
»v’d far off ; then pitying how they flood

‘¢ him naked to the air, that now

fuffer change, difdain’d not to begin

ceforth the form ef fervant to aflume ;

hen he wath’d his fervant’s feet, fo now, 35
ther of his Rmily, he clad ’

- nakednefs with fkins of beafls, or flaip,

i the {aake with youthful coat repaid

thought not much to clathe his enemies ;

1e theiroutward only with the fkins 220
afts, byt inward nakednefs, much more

obrious, with his robe of righteoufnefs,

fing cover’d from his Father’s fighs.

m with fwift afcent he up return’d, ,

1is blifsful bofom reafflum’d 225
ory asofold; to him apgear’d,

‘hough all knowing, what had pafs’d with man
anted, mizing interceflion fweet. :
:an while, ere thus was finn’d and judg’don earth,
in the gates of hell fat Sin and Death, 239
unterview within the gates, that now

| open, wide, belching outrageous flame

1o Chaos, fince the fiend pafs’d through,

»ning, who thus now to l)eath began.

fon, why fit we here each other viewing as5
while Saran, our great author thrives

1ef worlds, and happier feat provides

s, his offspring dear. It cannot be

1at fuccefs attends him ; if mifhap,

1is he had return’d, with fury driv’n 249
savengers ; fince no place like this

it his pynifhment, or their revenge.

inks I feel new ftrength within me rife,

's growing, and dominion giv’n me large

ad this deep ; whatever draws mae on, 2%

Eeca
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Or fympathy, or fome connat’ral force,

Pow’rful at greateft diftance to unite,

With fecret amity, things of like kind,

By fecreteft conveyance.  Thou, my @adc
Infeparable, muit with me along: g 150
For Death from Sin no pow’r can feparate. :
But leil the dificulty of pafling back

Stay his return perhaps over this gulf

Impafluble, impervious, let us try

Advent’rous work, yet to thy pow’r and mine 245
Not unagreeable, to found a path .
Over this main from hell to that new world

‘Where Satan now prevails ; a monument

Of merit high to all th’ infernal holt,

Tafing their paflage hence, for intercourfe, zbo
Or tranfmigration, as their lot fhall lead. -
Nor can I mifs the way, fo ftrongly drawn

By this new felt attraction and inftin&.

Whom thus the meagre fhadow anfwer’d foon,

Go whither fate and inclination ftrong 1265
T.ead thee; 1 fhall not lag behind, nor err

The way, thou leading ; fucha fcent I draw

Of carnage, prey innumerable, and tafte

"T'he favour of death from all things there that live;
Nor fhall I to the work thou enterprifeft - 370
Be wanting, but afford thee equal aid.

So faying, with delight he fnuff’d the fmell

Of mortal change on earth. As whena flock

Of rav’nous fowl, though many a league remote,
Againft the day of battle, to a field, 275
Where armies lie encamp’d, come flying lur’d
With fcent of living carcafes defign’d

For death, the following day, in bloody fight s
So fcented the grim feature, and upturn’d - -
Xis noftril wide into the mirky air, "
Sagacious of his quarry from fo far.

Then both from out hell gates, into the wafte
Wide anarchy of Chaos, damp and dark,
Flew diverfe: and with pow’r (their pow’r was great)
Hov’ring upon the waters, what they met 28§
Solid or {limy, as in raging {ea :

Toit up and down, together crowded dzave,

280
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1 each fide fhoaling tow’ards the mouth of hell

‘hen two polar winds, blowmg adverle

1 the Cronian fea, together drive ’ 290

atains of ice, that op th’ imagin’d way o

nd Petfora ealtward, to the rich

aian coalt. The agpregated foil,

h with his mace petrific, cold and dry,

1ith a trident fmote, and fix’d as Airm 295§

delos floating once ; the reft his look )

id with Gorgonian rigour not to move ;

with Afphalnc flime, broad as the gate,

1to the roots.of hell the gather’d beach

‘faften’d, and the mole immenfe wrought on, sco
the fnammg deep high arch’d; a bridge -

ngth prodigious, joining to the "wall

ovable of this new fencelefs world

iit to Death ; from hencea paffagebroad,

rth, eafy, mo&'cnﬁve, down to hell. 3cs
{ great thmgs to {mall may be compar’d,

es, the liberty of Greece to yoke, -

1 Sufa his Memnonian palace high

: to the fea, and over Hellefpont

sing his way, Europe with Afia join’d, gto

fcoutg’d with many a ftroke th’ indignant waves.
had they brought the work by + wondrous art '

fical, aridge of pendant rock,

the vex’d abyfs, following the track

itan, to the felf fame place where he [15 1

lighted from his wing, and landed fafe

1out of Chaos, to the outfide bare

is round world : with pins of adamant,

chains, they made all faft ; too faft they made,

durable ; and now in little fpace -~ - 320

-onfines met of empyrean heav'n,

of this world, and on the left hand hell

long reach interpos’d ; three fev’ral ways

tht, toeach of thefe three places led.

now their way to earth they had defery’d, 325

aradife 6irft tending, when behold

iy in likenefs of an Angel bright,

ixt the Centaur and the Scorpion eering

:nith, while the fun ia Artes rofe 2 :
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Difguis’d he came ; but tholz his children dear 330
Their parent foon difcern’d, though in difguife.
e, after Lve faduc’d, unminded {lunk
Into the wood faft by, and ¢changing fliape
1" obferve the fequel, faw his guiletul ad
By Eve, though all unweeting, feconded )
Upon her hufband ; faw their fhame that fought
Vain overtures ; but when he {aw defcend
The Son of Gob to judge them, terrify’d.
He fled not hoping to efcape, but thun
The prefent, fearing guilty what his wrath ETE)
Might fuddenly infli@; that pafs’d, refurn’d
By night, and lift’ning where the haplefs pair
$at in their fad difcoyrfe, and variqus plaint,
‘Chence gather’d his own doom ; which underfiqod
Not inftant, but of future time, with joy T
And tidings fraught, to Hell he now return’d ;
And at the brink of Chaos, near the foot,
Of this new wondrous pontifice, unhop’d
Met, who to meet him came, his offspring dear.
‘Great joy was gt their mecting, and at fight 350
Of that ftupendous bridge his joy increas’d.
Long he admiring ftood, till Sin, his fair
XEnchanting daughter, thus the filence broke.
O parent, thefe are thy magnific deeds,
Thy trophics, which thou view’ft as not thine own ;
‘Thou art their author and prime archite& 356
¥or I no {fooner in my heart divin'd,
My heart, which by a fecret harmony
Still moves with thine, join’d in connexion fweet,
‘T’hat thou on earth had’ft profper’d, which thy looks
Now alfo evidence, but firaight I felt, 11
Though diitant from thee, worlds between, yet felt
T'hat 1 muft after thee with thisthy fon;
Such fatal ¢onfequence unites us three.
Hell could no longer hold us in ber bounds, 36§
Nor this unvoyageable gulf obfcure
Detain from following thy illoftrious tract,
‘Thou haft atchiey’d our liberty, confin’d
Witchin hell- gates till now ; thus us impower’d
To fortfy thus far, and overlay 170
With this portentous bridge the daxkaoyhs.
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now is all this world ; thy virtue’ bath won
hy hands builded not, thy wifdom gain’d

dds what war hath loft, and fully’ averg’d

lin Heav’n; here thou fhalt monarch reign,
did’f not : there let him Rill viftor fwny 396
tle hath adjudg’d, from this new world

g by his own i%oom alienated,

:nceforth monarchy with thee divide

hings parted by th> empyreal bounds 3%
adrature, from thy orbicular world,

thee now more dang’rous to Lis threne,

ym thus the prince of daiknefs anfwer’d glad. -

ughter, and thou fon and grandchild both,

woof ye now have giv’n to be thz race 38y

an, (for I glory in the name,

nift 6f Heav’n’s Almighty king),

- have merited cfme, of ull

‘ernal empire, that fo near heav’n’s door

phal with triumphal 2& have met, 390

rith 'this glorious work, and made one realm

1d 'this woerld, one realm, one cortinent

»thorough-fare. Therefore while I

d through darknefs, on your road with-eafe,
aflociate pow’rs, them to acquaint 395

hefe fuccefles, and with then rejoice ;.

7o this way, among thefe num’rous orbs,

ars, right down to Puradife defcend ;

dwell, and reign in blifs ; theace on the earth

lion exercife, and in the air, 400

- on Mah, lor lard of all declar’d 5

rlt make fure your deal), ang laftly kil

sfitutes I fend ye, and cve. |

otent on earth, of matchlefs mig.,

r fromme: on your joint vigour how 45

1d of this netw kingdom all depends,

igh-fin'to desith expos’d by my exploit.

ir joint pow’r prevail, th’-affairs ot hell

triment need fear; go, and be firong.

faying he difmifs’d them ; they with fpced 410
courfs through thickeft conftellations held.

ding their bane ; the blated frars LooW dwamy -

lgnets, planet-firack, tealechiple .
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Then fuffer’d. Th’ other way Satan went down
The caufey to hell gate ; on cither fide 415
Difparted Chaos over-built exclaim’d,
And with rebounding furge the bars affail’d,
That fcorn’d his indignation : through the gate,
Wide open and .unguarded, Satan pafs’d,
And all about found defolate, for thofe 420
Appointed to fit there had left their charge,
Flown to the upper world ; the reft were all
Far to th’ inland re:ir’d about the walls
Of Pandemoninm, city, and proud feat
Of Lucifer, fo by allufion call’d, 435
Of that bright Rar to Satan paragon’d.
There kept their watch the legions, while the grand
In council fat, folicitous what chance '
Might intercept their emp’ror fent ; fo he
Departing gave command, and they obferv’d. 43¢
As when the Tartar from his Ruflian foe,
By Aftracan, over the fnowy plains,
Retires ; or Ba&trian Sophif{rom the horns
Of Turkifh crcfcent, leaves all wafte beyond
‘The realm of Aladile, in his retreat 438
‘T'o Tauris of Cafbeen : fo thefe, the late
Heav’n-banifh’d hoft, left defert uzmotft hell
Mary a dark league, reduc’d in careful watch
Round their metropolis, and now expeting
Each hour their great advent’rer from the fearch 440
Of foreign worlds. He through the midft unmark'd,
1n fhow plebeian Angel militant
Of loweft order, pals’d ; and from ehc door
Of thzt Plutonian hall, inviole .
Afcended the high tV v26 which under ftate 45
Of richeft texty-* ‘P1€ad, at th’ upper end
Was plac’s * regal luftre.  Down a while-
e £ " round about him faw unfeen ;
Sl as from a cloud, his fulgent head
-1;:(! thape ftar b_right appear’d, or brighter, clad 450
With what permiflive glory fince his fall
Woas left him, or falfe glitter.  All amaz’d
1‘.\t that fo fudden blaze, the Stygian thron
]'f-“f their afrect 5 and whom they wifh’d beheld
Their miglty chicl rcturw’d : loud was th? acclaim:
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ufb’d in hafte the great confulting peers 456
‘rom their dark divan, and with like joy
tulant approach’a him, who with hand
, and with thefe words attention won.
mes, dominations, princedoms, virtues, pow’rs,
poffeflion fuch, not ouly’ of right 461
e and declare ye now, return’d
ful beyond hope, to lead ye forth
shant out of this infernal pit .
nable, accurs’d, the houfe of woe, 463
ingeon of our tyrant: now poflefs,
1s, a fpacious world, t’ our native heav’n
nferior, by my adventare hard
eril great atchiev’d. Long were to tell
[ bave done, what fuffer’d, with what pain 470
d th’ unreal vaft, unbounded deep
rible confufion, over which )

and Death a broad way now is pav’d
:dite your glorious march; butl
out my uncouth paffage, forc’d to ride  g7¢
tradtable abyfs, plung’d in the womb
riginal Night and Chaos wild,
ca%ous of their fecrets, fiercely’ oppos’d
rney ftrange, with clamorous uproar
ing fate fupreme ; thence how Ifound 480
w-created world, which fame in heav’n
1ad foretold; a fabric wonderful
lute perfe&ion, therein man
in a Paradife, by our exile S
1appy ; him by fraud I have feduc’d 483
1is Creator, and, thie more t’ increafe
yondet, with an apple ; he thereat
ed, wotth your laughter, hath giv’n up
is beloved mantand all his wor%d,

and Death a prey, and fo to us, 490
1t our hazard, labour, oralarm,

ge in, and to dwell, and over man
=, as over all he thould have rul’d.
iy me alfo he hath judg’d, or rather
, but the brute ferpent, in whofe thape’ 49§
deceiv’d : that which to me belongs
ity, which he will put between
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Me and mankind : I am to bruife his heel ;
His feed, when is not fet, thall bruife my head:.
A world who would not purchafe with a bruife, 500
Or much more grievous pain? Ye have th’ account
Of my performance : what remains, ye gods,
But up, and enter now into full blifs ?
So having faid, a while he ftood, expe&ing

Their univerfal thout and high applaufe ses
To fill his ears ; when contrary, he hears
On all fides, from innumerable tongues,
A difmal univerfal hifs, the found
Of public fcorn ; he wonder’d, but not long
Had lcifure, wond’ring at himfelf now more ; §to
His vifage drawn he f%lt to fharp and fpare,
His arms clung to his ribs, his legs intwining
Each other, till fupplanted, down he fell
A monftrous ferpent on his belly prone,
Relu&ant ; but in vain, a greater pow’r 1
Now rul’d him, punifh’d in the fhape he finn’d,
According fo his doom : he would have fpoke,
Bur hifs for hifs return’d with forked tongue
To forked tongue ; for now wereall transform’d
Alike, toferpents all, as acceflories §20
To his bold riot : dreadful was the din
Of hifling through the hall, thick {warming now
With complicated monfters head and tail ;
Scorpion, and Afp, and Amphifbzna dire,
Ceraftes horn’d, Hydrus, and Elops drear, 525
And Dipfas, (not fo thick fwarm’d once the foil
Bedropt with blood of Gorgon, or the ifle
Ophiufa) : but flill greate he the midft,
Now dragon grown, larger than whom the fun
Ingender’d in the Pythian vale oa flime. 530
Huge Python, and his pow’r no lefs he feem’d
Above the reft flill to retain: they alk
Him follow’d ifluing forth to th’ open field,
Where all yet left of that revolted rout
Heav’n fall’n, in flation ftood or juft array, 535
Sublime with expe@ation when to fee

In triumph ifluing forth their glorious chief';

They faw, but other fight infiead, a crowd

Of ugly ferpents 3 horror on them i,
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h2orrid fympathy ; for what they faw, 540
felt themfelves now changing ; down their arms,
1 fell both fpear and fhield, down they as faft,
‘he dire hifs renew’d, and the dire form
*d by contagion ; like in punifhment,

their crime. Thus was th’ applaufe they meant
'd to .exploding hifs, triumph to thame 546
nthemfelves from theirown mouths. Thereftood
sve hard by, fprung up with this their change,
iill who reigns above, to aggravate

penance, laden with fair fruit, like that 550
h grew in Paradife, the bait of Eve
by the tempter: on that profpe& ftrange
“earneft eyes they fix’d, imagining

ne forbidden tree a multitude
ris’n, to work them further woe or fhame; §5§
arch’d with fcalding thirft and hunger fierce,
gh to delude them fent, could not abftain;

n they roll’d in heaps, and up the trees
»ing, fat thicker than the fnaky locks

curl’d Meg=zra : greedily they pluck’d 560
Tuitage fair to fight, like that which grew

that bituminous lake where Sodom flam’d ;
more delufive, not the touch, but tafte
v’d; they fondly thinking to allay
* appetite with guft, inftead of fruit 568
*d bitter afhes, which th’ offended tafte
fpatt’ring noife rejeted : oft they effay’d
rer and thirft conftraining, drug’d as oft,
hatefulleft difrelith writh’d their jaws

foot ang cinder fill’d : fo oft they fell §70
the fame illufion, rnot as man, [plagu’d
m they triumph’d once laps’d.  Thus were they
worn with famine, long and ceafelefs hifs,
heir loft fhape, permitted, they refum’d ;

y injoin’d, fome fay, to undergo 575
annual humbling certain number days, ’
ifh their pride, and joy for man feduc’d.
sver, fome tradition they difpers’d
ng the Heathen of their purchafe got, )
fabled how the ferpent, whom they cd®d R
Ffa ’ ~
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- Ophion with Eurynome, the wide
Encroaching Eve, perhaps, had firft the rule
Of High Olympus, thence by Satan driv’n’

And Ops, ere yet Di&zan Jove was born. -

Mean while in Paradife the hellith pair 585
‘Too foon arriv’d. Sin there in pow’r before,
Once actual, now in body, and to dwell -
‘Habitual habitant ; beheld her Death *
Clofe following pace for pace, not mounted yet
On his pale horfe: to whom Sin thus began. 599
* Second of Satan fprung, all-conqu’ring Death, =~
What think’t thou of our empire now, though earn'd
With travel dificult, not better far ~*
'Than #ill at hcll’s dark threfhold ¢ have fat watch,
Unnam’d, undreaded, and thyfelf half-ftarv’d ? 595
" Whom thus the Sin-born monfter anfwer’d foon.
T'o me, who with eternal famine pine, ' "= - :
Alike is Hell, or Paradife, or Heav’n.

" "There beft, where moft with ravin I may meet;
Which here, though plenteous, all too little feems 6oo
To ftuff this maw, this vaft unhide-bound corps.

! To whom th’ inceftuous mother thus reply’d.
Thou therefore on thefe herbs, and fruits, and flow'rs
Feed firft; on each bealt next, and fith; and fowl,
No homely miorfels ; and what other thing 6og
The fcythe of Time mows down, devour unfpar’d;
Till I in man refiding, through the race, °

His thoughts, his looks, words, a&ions. all infe&,
And feafon him thy laft and fiveeteft prey.

- This faid, they both betook them feveral ways, 610
Both to deftroy, or unimmortal make :

All kinds, and for deftruion to mature

Sooner or later: which th® Almighty feeing,

From his tranfcendent feat the faints among,

‘To thofe bright orders utter’d thus his voice. €1
- See with what heat thefe dogs of Lell advance

T'o wafte and havock yonder world, which I

So fair and good created, and had fill

- Kept in that ftate, had not the folly’ of man

Let in thefe wafteful furies ; who impnte 620

Folly to me; fo doth the prince of hell,
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his adherents, that with fo much eafe
er’d them to enter and poflefs
ace fo heav’nly, and conniving feem
ratify my fcornful encmies, ($1]
laugh, as if tianfported with fome fit
affion, I to them had quitted all,
indom yielded up to their mlfmle 3
know not that I call’d and drew them thither,
ell hounds, to Jick up the draff and filth 630
:h man’s polluting fin with taint hath fhed
“hat was pure, till cramm’d and gorg’d, nigh burft
1fuck’d and glutted- offal, at one fling
Y, vi€torious arm, well pleafing Son,

Sin, and Death, and yawning Grave at laft 6 38
wgh Chaos hurl’d, obfiru& the mouth of Hell
:wer, and feal up his rav’nous jaws
1 heav’n and earth renew’d fhall be made pure
in@ify that fhall receive no ftain:
then the curfe pronounc’d on both precedes. 640
e ended, and the heav’nly audience loud
' Hallelmah as the found of feas,

»ugh multitude that fung : Juft are thy ways,
iteous are thy decrees on all thy works ;

1 can extenuate thee? Next, to the Son, 645
in’d Reftorer of mankind; by whom - ’
heav’n and earth fhall to the ages rife,

own from hieav’n defcend.”- Such was the fong;

le the Creator calling forth by name

mrghty Angels, gave them feveral charge, 650
rtcd beft with prefent things.” The fun

firit his precept {o to move, fo thine,
night affe& ths earth with cold and heat
ce tolerable and from the north to call
‘epit winter ; from the {outh to bring 6ss
itial fummer’s heat. * To the blank moon ’
office they prefcrib’d; to th’ other five,

r planetary motions and afpedts,

xtile, fquare, and trine, and oppofite

oxious efticacy, and when to join B6o
‘nod unbenign ; and taught the fix’d

r influence madignant when to fhow'r ;
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Which of them rifing with the fun, or falling,
Should prove tempeftuous : to the winds they fet
Their corners, when with blufter to confound 665
Sea, air, and fhore, the thunder when to roll

With terror through the dark aereal hall.

Some fay he bid his Angels turn afkaunce

The poles of earth twice ten degrees and more
From the fun’s axle ;- they with labour pufh’d 670
Oblique the centric globe : fome fay the fun -
Was bid turn reins from th’ equino&ial road

Like diftant breadth to Taurus with the fev’'n
Atlantic Sifters, and the Spartan Twins,

Up.to the Tropic Crabs thence down amain™ 675
By Leo, and the Virgin, and the Scales,

As deep as Capricorn, to bring in change

Of feafons to each clime; elfe had the {pring
Perpetual fmil’d on earth with vernant flow'rs, -
Equal in days and nights, except to thofe 680
Beyond the polar circles ; to them day

Had unbenighted fhorre, while the low fun

To recompenfe his diftance, in their fight

Had round:d &ill th’ horizon, arid not knowna

Or eaft or weft, which had forbid the inow 685
From cold Efotiland, and fouth as far

Beneath Magellan. At that talted fruit

'I'he fun, as from Thyeftean banquet. turn’d

Jis courfe intended ; elfe how had the world
Inhabited, tho’ finlefs, more than now, 690
Avoided pinching cold and fcorching heat ?

‘Thefe changes in the heav’ns, tho’ flow, produc’d
Like change on fea and land, fideral blaft,

Vapour, and mift, and exhalation hot,

Corrupt and peftilent: now from the north 695
Of Norumbega, and the Samoed fhore,

Burfling their brazen dungeon, arm’d with ice,

And fiow, and hail, and ftcrmy gult and flaw,
Boreas, and Czcias, and Argeftes loud,

And Thrafcias, rend the woods, and feas upturn; 7¢o
With adverfe blaft upturns them from the fouth
Notus and Afer black with thundrous clouds

From Serraliona ; thwart of thefe as fierce
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rufh the Levant and the Ponent winds,

and Zephyr, with their lateral noife, 7cs
o, and Libecchio. Thus began
ge from lifelefs things : but Difcord firft,
hter of Sin among th’ irrational

introduc’d, through fierce antipathy :

now with beaft ’gan war, and fowl with fowl,
ifh with fith ; to graze the herb all leaving, 715.
1r’d each other ; nor ftoed much in awe
in, but fled him, or with count’nance grim
ion him pafing. Thefe were from without
rowing miferies, which Adam faw 71
dy’ in part, though hid in gloomieft fhades,
rrow’ abandon’d ; but worfe felt within,

n a troubled fea of paffion toft,

to difburden fought with fad complaint.
niferable of happy ! is this th’ end 720.
is new glorious world, and me fo late
lory og that glory, who now become
's’d of blefled ? hide me from the face
»p, whom ta behold was then my heighth .
ppinefs! yet well, if here would end 735
nifery ; I deferv’d it, and would bear
vn defervings ; but this will not ferve ;
iat I eat or drink, or fhall beget,
pagated curfe. O voice once heard
htully, Jucreafe and multiply, . 730
dcath to hear ! for what can I increafe
ultiply but curfes on my head ?
of all ages to fucceed, but feeling

vil on him brought by me, will curfe
:ad ? 11l fare our anceftor impure ; 738
iis we may thank Adam: but his thanks

be the execration; fo befides
own that bide upon me, all from me
with a fierce reflux on me redound,

e as on their natural center light 740
y» though in their place. O fi:eting joys :
radife, dear bought with lafting woes ! .

requelt thee, Muker, from my clay
ould me Man? did 1 folicit thee
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From darknefs to promote me, or hére place 745
In this delicious garden? As my will
Concurr’d not to my be’ing, it were but right
And equal to reduce me to my duft, :
Defirous to refign and render back
All I receiv’d, unable to perform . 750
Thy terms too hard, by which I was to hold
The good I fought not. To the lofs of that,
Sufficient penalty, why haft thou added
The fenfe of endlefs woes ? inexplicable
‘Thy juftice feems ; yet to fay truth, too late 758
I thus conteft ; then fhould have been refus’d
‘Thofe terms whatever, when they were propos’d:
Thou did’ft accept them ; wilt thou enjoy the good,
‘Then cavil the conditions ? And though Gop
Made thee without thy leave, what if thy fon 60
Prove difobedient, and reprov’d, retort,
‘Wherefore did’[t thou beget me’?-1 fought it not:
‘Would’ft thou admit for his contempt of thee
That proud excufe ? Yet him not thy eleétion,
Bat natural neceflity, begot. . 763
Gob made thee’ of choice his own, and of his own
To ferve him ; thy reward was of his grace ;
Thy punithment then juftly’ is at his will.
Be’ it {o, for [ fubmit; his doom is fair,
That duft [ am, and fhall to duft return. 770
O welcome hour whenever ! why delays
His hand to execute what his decree

Fix’d on this day ? why do I overlive?
Why am I mock’d with death, and lengthen’d out
To deathlefs pain ? how gladly would I meet 775
Mortality my fentence, and be earth
Infenfibly ? how glad would lay me down
As in my mother’s lap ? there [ fhould reft
And fleep fecure ; his dreadful voice no more
‘Would thunder in my ear; no fear of worfe 78
‘T'o me and to my offspring would torment me
With cruel expectation. Yet one doubt
Purfues me fill, left all T cannot die;
Left that pure breath of life, the fp’rit of man,
Wkich Gop infpir’d, canaot together perill 785
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1is corporeal clod ; then in the grave,

yme other difmal place, who knows
hall die a living death? O thought
yif true! yet why? it was but breath
that fipn’d : what dies but what had life 7go
12 the body properly had neither.
ne then fhall die; let this appeafe
ubt, fince human reach no further knows.

ugh the Lotp of all be infinite, o
rath alfo ? be it, Man is not fo, 79§
rtal doom’d. How can he exercife
without end on Man, whom death muft end!
make deathlefs death ? that were to make
contradi@®ion, which to Gob himfelf )
dle is held, as argument 800
tnefs not of pow’r. Will he draw out,
ret’s fake, finite to infinite
hd man, to fatisfy his rigour
d never? that were to extend . o
:ence beyond duft, and nature’s law, 8o¢
h all caufes elfe according fill
reception of their matter a&, .

b’ extent of their own {phere. But fay

ath be aot one ftroke, as I fuppos’d, .
ng {eofe, but endlefs mifety 816
1is day onward, which 1 feel begun

me, and without me, and fo laft

setuity ; Ay me, that fear - .

‘hund’ring back with dreadful revolation . _ ~
defencele(s head ; both Death and I 815
nd cternal, and incorporate both ;

n my part fingle, in meall
y ftands curs’d : fair patrimony
mutt leave ye, fons; O were I zblq s
¢ in all myfelf, and leave ye none! 820
herited, how would ye blifs

v your curfe! Ah, why fhould all mankind
man’s fault thus gulltlefs be condemn’d,

efs ? But from me what can proceed,

:orrupt, both mind and will deprav’d, 81§
lo oaly, but to will the fame ) .

Gpg
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With me? how can they then acquitted ftand

In fight of Gop? Him afier all difputes -

TForc’d I abfolve : all my evafion vain,

And reas’nings, though through mazes, lead me fill
But to my own convifion : firlt and laft 831
On me, me only,-as the fource and fpring

Of all corruption, all the blame lights due 5

So might the wrath. Fond wifh ! could thou fupport
‘That burden hcavier than the earth to bear, 335
Than all the world much heavier, though divide
Wirh that bad'weman ? Thus what thou defir'ft,
And what thou fear’®, alike defivoys all hope

Of refuge, and concltides thee mifevable S
Beyond all paft example and future, .70
'T'o Satan only like both crigne and doom.

O confcience, into what abyfs of fears

And horrors haft thou driv’n me ! out of which

I find no way, from deep to deeper plung’d !

Thus Adam to himfelf lamented loud 843
Through the fill ni§ht; net now, as ere man fell,
Wholefome and copl, and mild, but with black air
Accompanied, with damps and dreadful gloom,

* Which to his evil confcience reprefented
All things with double terror: onthe ground 850
Qutftretch’d he lay, on the cold ground, and oft
Curs’d his creation, death as oft accus’d
Of tardy execution, fince denounc’d

The day of his offence. Why comes not death,
Said he, with one thrice acceptable ftroke 85
Teo end me? Shall Truth fail to keep her word,
Juftice divine not haften to be juft?

But Death comes not at call, JuRice divine

Mends not her floweft pace for pray’rs or cries.

O woods, O fountains, hillocks, dales, and bow’rs, 860
With other echo late I taught your fhades

‘To anfier, ard refound fur other fong.

Whom thus aillited, when fud Eve beheld,

‘Defclate where the fat, approaching nigh,

Soft words to his fierce paffion the aflay’d & 865
But her with ftern regard he thus repell’d

Out of my fight, thou ferpent ; that name beft
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; thee twith him leagu’d, thyfelf as falfe
hateful ; nothing wants, but that thy thape,
his, and colour ferpentine may fhow 870
inward fraud, to warn all creatures from thee
.eforth, lelt that too heav’nly form pretended,
ellith falfehood fnare them. But for thee
| perfifted happy, had not thy pride
wand’ring vanity, when leaft was fafe, 875
ted my forewarning, and difdain’d
o be trufted ; longing to be feen,
gh by the dev’il himfelf, him overweening
ver-reach ; but with the ferpent meeting,
d and beguil’d ; by him thou, I by thee, 880
uft thee From my fide, imagin’d wife,
ant, mature, proof againft all affaults;
underftood not all was but a thow,
'r than folid virtue’; all but a rib, .
ted by nature, bent, as now appears, . 885
to the part finifter, from me drawn,
if tchrown out, as fupernumerary
y juft number found. O why did Gob,
or wife, that peopled higheft Heav’n
{pirits mafculine, create at lalt 890
aovelty on earth, this fair defe
ture ; and not fill the world at once
Men as Angels without feminiae,
dfome other way to generate
ind? This mifchief had not then befall’n, Bgg
nore that fhall befal ; innumerable
bances on earth through female fnares,
trait conjunétion with this fex: for either
sver fhall find out fit mate, but fuch
me misfortune brings him, or miffake;  gco
1om he wifhes moft thall feldom gain
1gh her perverfenefs ; but fhall {fee her gain’d
‘ar worfe; or if fhe love, withheld
wrents ; or his happielt choice too late
meet, already link’d and wedlock-bound  gog
fell adverfary’s hate or thame ;
h infinite calamity fhall caufe
uman life, and hou(f;ehqld peace confound.

g2
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He added not, and from her turn’d ; but Eve
Not fo repuls’d, with tears that ceas’d not lowing, gre
And trefles all diforder’d, at his feet o
Fell humble, and embracing them, befought
His peace, and thus }')rocecged in her plamt.

" Forfake me not thus, Adam, witnefs Heav’n
What love fincere, and rev’rence in my heast 915
I bear thee, and unweceting have offended, - :
Unhappily deceiv’d ; thy fuppliant

I beg, and clafp thy knees ; bereave me nat,
Whereon I live, thy geatle looks, thy aid, .

Thy counfel, in this uttermoft diftrefs, 920
My only ftrength and fay : forlérn of thee, o
Whither fhall 1 betake me, where fubfift ?

While yét we live, fcarce one fhort hour perhaps,
Between' us two let there be peace, both joining,
As join’d in injuries, one enmity L)
Againft a foe by doom exprefs affign’d us,

‘That cruel ferpent. * On me exercife not

‘Thy hatred for this mifery befall’n, - . ?
On me already loft, me than thyfelf

More miferable: both have finn’d, but thon - 93’
Againft Gop only’, Iagainft Gop and thee;

And to the place of judgement will return,

There with' my cries importure Heav’n, that all

The fentence from thy head remov’d, may light

On me, fole canfe to thee of all this woe, - 935
Me, me only, juft obje& of his ire. - i

She ended weeping ; and her lowly plight,
Immoveable till peace obtain’d from faule
Acknowledg’d and deplor’d, in Adam wrought
Commiferation ; foon his heart relented 940
‘Tow’ards her, his life fo late and fole delight,

Now at his feet fubmiflive in diftrefs,

Creature fe fair his reconcilement feeking,

His counfel, whom fhe had difpleas’d, his aid ; -

As one difarm’d, his anger all he loft, . 045 -

And thus with peaceful words uprais’d her foon. - ° .
Unwary’, and too defirous, as before, '

So now of what thou know’ft not, who defir’t

The punifhment all on thyfelf ; alas:

515
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thine own firfl, ill able to fuftain T 950
ull wrath, whofe thou feel’{t as yet leaft past,
my difpleafure bear’ft fo ill. 1f pray’rs
1 alter high decrees, I to that place
'd fpeed before thee, and be louder heard, -

on my head all might be vifited, - 955
Tailty and infirmer fex forgiv’n,

e committed, and by me expos’d.
ife, let us no more contend, nor blame

other, blam’d enough elfewhere : but ftrive

ices of love, how we may lighten 960
other’s burden in our fthare of woe;

this day’s death denounc’d, if ought I fee

prove no fudden but a flow-pac’d evil,

1g day’s dying, to augment our pain,

to our feed (O haplefs feed !) deriv’d. . 965
» whom thus Eve, recov’ring beart, reply’d.

n, by fad experiment I know ‘ ‘

little weight my words with thee can find,

d fo erroneous, thence by juft event

d fo unfortunate: neverthelefs, - 970
n’d by thee, vile as I am, to place .
:w acceptance, hopeful to regain '
love, the fole contentment of my heart,
1g or dying, from thee I will not hide

thoughts in my unquiet brealt are rifen 97§
'ing to fome relief of our extremes, '

1d, though fharp and fad, yet tolerable,

10ur ‘evils, and of eafier choice.

:¢ of our defcent perplex us moft,

:h uft be born to certain woe, devour’d 93,
death a laft ; and miferable itis St
e to others caufe of mifery,

>wn begott’en, and of our loins to bring

this curfed world a woful race, - .
after wretched life muft be at laft 985
.for fo foul a monfter ; in thy pow’r o
8, yet ere conception, to prévent

race unblefs’d, to be’ing yet unbegot. . -
llefs thou art, childlefs remain : fo Death .
.be deceiv’d his glut, and with us two 69e
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Be forc’d to fatisfy his rav’nous maw.
But if thou judge it hard and difficult,

Converfing, looking, loving, to abftain
‘From love’s due rites, nuptial embraces fiveet,

And with defire to languifh without hope, 995
Before the prefent object languithing
With like defire, which would be mifery

_And torment lefs than none of what we dread;
Then both ourfelves and feed at once to free
From what we fear for both, let us make fhort, 1000
Let us feek Death; or he not found, fupply
With our own harids his office on ourfelves 3
Why fland we longer fhiv’ring under fear,

- That fhow no end but death, and have the pow’r
Of many ways to die the fhorteft chufing, 1cc§
Deftru&ion with deftructios to deftroy ?

She ended here, or vehement defpair
Broke off the reft ; fo much of death her thoughts
" Had entertain’d, as dy’d her checks with pale,

But Adam, with fach counfel nothing fway’d, 1010

‘Lo better hopes his more attentive mind
Lab’ring had rais’d, and thus to Eve reply’d.
Eve, thy contempt of life and pleafure feems
To argue in thee fomething more fublime
And excellent than what thy mind contemns ; 101§
But felf-deftru&ion therefore fought, refutes
That excellence thought in thee, and implies,
Not thy contempt, but anguifh and regret
For lofs of time and pleafure overlov’d.
Or if thou covet death as utmoft end 1¢20
Of mifery, fo thinking to evade .
‘The penalty pronounc’d, doubt not but Gon
Hath wifelier arm’d his vengeful ire than fo
*I'o be foreftz21l'd ; much more [ fear left death
8o fnatch’d will not exempt us from the pain  1¢3§
We are by doom te pay ; rather fuch aéts
Of contumacy will provoke the Highelt
To make death in us live : then let us feek
Some fafer refolution, which methirks

’

1 have in view, calling to mind with heed ~ 1c30

Fast of our fenterce, that thy feed {hall bruife
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The ferpent’s head ; piteous amends, unlefs

Be meant, whom I conje&ure, our grand foe

Satan, who in the ferpent hath contriv’d

Againft us this deceit : to cruth his head 103§

Would be revenge indeed ; which will be loft

By death brought on ourfelves, or childlefs days

Refolv’d, as thou propofeft ; fo our foe

Shall *fcape his punithment ordain’d, and we

Inttead fhall double ours upon our heads. 1040

No more be mention’d then of violence

Againft qurfelves, and wilful barrennefs,

That cuts us off from hope, and favours only

Rancour and pride, impatience and defpite,

Relu@ance againft Gop. and his juft yoke 1048
Laid on our necks. R:member with what mild

And gracious temper he both heard and judg’d,

Without wrath or reviling : we expected

Immediate diffolution, which we thought .

Was meant by death that day ; when lo, to thee 1050

Pains only in child-Learing were foretold,

And bringing forth, foon recompens’d with joy,

Fruit of thy womb : on me the curfe aflope

Glanc’d on the ground : with labour I muft earn

My bread: what harm? Idlenefs had been worde; 105§

My labour will fuftain me: and left cold

Or heat fhould injure us, his timely care

Hath unbefought provided, and his hands

Cloth’d us unworthy, pitying while he judg’d 3

How much more, if we pray him, will hisear 1060

Be open and heart to pity’ incline, ’

And teach us further by what mcans to fhun !

Th’ inclement feafons, rain, ice, kail, and fnow ?

Which now the fky wizh various face begins

To thew us in this mountain, while the winds'  1¢63
. Blow moift and keen, fhatt’ring the graceful locks,
* Of thefe fair fpreading trees : which bids usfeck
Some better fhroud, {ome better warmth to cherith
Our limbs benum’d, ere this diurnal ftar '
Leave cold the night, how his gather’d beams 1670
Refle@ted may with matter fere foment,

Or by collition of two bodies grind .
o , Dodies . )
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The air attrite to fire, as late the clouds
Juftling or pufh’d with winds, rude in their fhock.
Tine theflant lightning, whofe thwart Bame driv*n down’
Kindles the gummy bark of fir or pine, 1076
And fend a comfortable heat from far
Which might fapply the fun : fuch fire to ufe,
And what may elfe be remedy or cure
To evils which our own mifdeeds have wrought, 1084
He will inftru& us praying, and of grace -
Befeeching Kim, fo as we need nétg,cl:r )
To pafs commodioufly this life, fuftain’d . .
By him with many comforts, till we end ,
In duft, our final reft and nativé home. | fofs
What better can we do, than to the place ..
Repairing where he judg’d us, proftrate fall
Before him reverent, and there confefs )
. . Humbly our faults, and pardon beg, with tears
Wat’ring the groand, and with-our fighs the air 1099
Frequenting, fent from hearts contrite, in fign
Of forr’ow unfeign’d, and humiliation meek?
Undoubted he will relent, and turn
From his difpleafure ; in whofe look ferene,
When angry moft he feem’d, and moft fevere,  1c0§
‘What elfe but favour, grace, and mercy thone 2
So fpake our father penitent; nor Eve
- TFeltlefs remorfe : they forthwith to the place .
Repairing where he judg’d them, proftrate felt i
Refore him reverent, and both confefs’d 1100
Humbly their faults, and pardon begg’d with tears
Wat'ring the ground, and with their fighs the air
Frequenting, fent from hearts contrite, in fign’
- Of forr’ow unfeign’d, and humiliation meek.

Exp of TaHE Tenxts Boork.
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Tue ARGUMENT,
Fhe Son of God prefents tr bis Faiker the prayers of our
parents now repenting, and intercedes for thewm ¢
God accepts them, but declares that they mufi no longer
abide in Paradifz ; fends Michael awith a band of Che-
rubim to difpollefs them; but firf} td feveal to Adam fu-
sure things : Michael's coming down. Adam foegws to
Eve certain ominous figns ; ie difcerns Michael's ap-
proach, goes out to meet him : the Angel denounces their *
départure. | Eycs lamentation. . Adam pleads, byt fub-
tnts: the dngelleads bim up to a bigh hill, and fets befor§
bim in vifion wobat fhall bappen till the focd. *

T H U S they in lowliet plight repentant fiood

: Praying ; for from the mercy-feat above
Prevenient grace defcending had remov’d

The ftony tgrom their hearts, and made new flefh
Regenerate grow inftead, that fighs now breath’d  §
Unutterable, which the fp’rit of pray’r -
'Infpir'd, and wing’d for Heav’n with fpeedier flight -
Than loudeft oratory : yet their port

Not of mean fuiters, nor important lefs

Seem’d their petition, than when th’ ancient pair 10
n fables cld, lefs ancient yet.than thefe, )
Deucalion and chafte Pyrrha, to reftore

The race of mankind drown’d, before thie fhrine

Of Themis flood devout.. To Heav’n theix pray’rs
Flew up nor mifs’d the way, by envious winds is
Flown vagabond or fruftrate : mn they pafs’d
Bimenfionl:fs through h}e;.vl’.znly doors; then clad
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With incenfe, where the golden altar fum’d,
By their great interceflor, came in fight
Before the Father’s throne: them the glad Son 20
Prefenting, thus to intercede began.

See, Father, what firfl fruits on earth are fprusg
From thy implanted grace in man, thefe fighs
And pray’rs, which in this golden cenfer mix’d
With incenfe, Ithy Prieft before thee bring ; 25
Fruits of more pleafing favour from thy feed,
Sown with contrition wn his heart, than thofe
Which his own hard manuring all the trees
Of Paradile could have procur’d, ere fall’n
From innocence. Now therefore bend thine ear 30
To fupplication ; hear his fighs, though mute;
Unfkiful with what words to pray, let me
Interpret for him, me his advocate )
And propitiation : all his works on me;
Good or not good, ingraft: my merit thofe %
Shall perfec ; and for thefe my death fhall pay.
Accept me, and in me from thefe receive
The fmell of peace tow’ard mankind ; let him live
Before thee reconcil’d, atleaft his days
Number’d, though fad, till death, his doom (which I
To mitigate thus plead, not to reverfe), 4
T'o better life thall yield him. where with me
All my redeem’d may dwell in joy and blifs,
Made one with me, as I with thee am one

To whom the Father, without cloud, ferene: 4§
All thy requeft for Man, accepted Son,
Obtain ; all thy requeft was my decree.
But longer in that Paradife to dwell,
The law I gave to Nature him forbids :
Thofe pure immortal elemeuts, that know [
No grofs, r.o unharmonious misture foul,
Lje him tainted now, and purge him off
As a diftemper, grofs to air as grofs,
And mortal {ood, as may difpofe him beft
Tor diffolution wrought by fin, that firft [}
‘Diftemper’d all things, and of incorrupt
Corrupted I at firft with two fair gifts
Created him, endow’d with happwnets

e a
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immortality . that fondly loft,

other ferv’d but to eternize woe, 6o
provided death ; fo death becomes :

ina] remedy, and after life .

1 in fharp tribulation, and. refin’d

uith and faithful works, to fecond life,

'd in the renovation of the juft, 65

s him up with heav’n and earth renew’d.

et us call to fynod all the blefs’d

> Heav’n’s wide bounds ; from them [ will not hide

1dgemcms, how with mankind 1 proceed,

ow with peccant Angels late they faw, 70

in their ftate, though firm, ftood more confin’d.

: ended, and the Son gave fignal high

1e bright minifter that watch’d ; he blew

rumpet, heard in Oreb fince perhaps

a Gop defcended. and perhapsonce more 7§

und at gen’ral doom. Tk’ angelic blaft

L all the regions: from their bhifsful bow’rs

narantine fhade, fountain or fpring,

1e waters of life. where’er they fat

lowfhips of joy, the fons of light 80

:d reforting to the fummons-high,

took their feats ; till from his throne fupreme

Almighty thus pronounc’d his fov’reign will.

fons, like one of us man is become

now both good and evil, fince his tafte 85

wat defended fruit: but let him boaft

inowledge of good loft, and evil got; .,

sier, had it fufhc’d him to have known

| by itfelf, and evil not at all.

>TOWS nOW, repents, and prays contrite ; 90

notionis in him, longer than they move,

reart I know, how variable and vain

eft. Left therefore his now bolder hand

h alfo of the tree of life and eat,

live for ever, dream at leaft to live 9%

wver, to remove him I decree,

fend him from the garden forth to till

ground whence he was taken, fitter foil.

ichael, this my beheft have thou in charges,

Hha
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Heart-ffire& with chilling gripe of forrow Rood,
That all his fenfes bound : Eve. who nufeen 265
Yet all had heard, with audible lament
Difcaver’d foan the place of her retire.
O uncxpe®ed firoke, worfe than of death !
Mn#t I thus leave thee, Paradife ? thus Ieave
‘Thee, native foil, thefe happy walks and fhades, 270
Fit haunt of Gads ? where 1 had hope to fpend,
Quiet, though £ad. the refpite of that day.
‘That muft be mortal to ushoth ¢ O flow’sg
That never will in other climate grow,
My carly vifitation, and my lat 37§
At ev’n, which 1 bred up with tender hand
Trom the firft cp’niag bud, and gave ye names,
Who now fhill rear ye to the fun, or rank
Your tribes and water from th’ ambrofial fount ?
Thee laftly, nuptial bow’r, by me adorn’d 28
With what to fight or fmell was fweet ! from thee
How fhall I part, and whither wander down
Into alower world, to this obfcure |
And wild? how fhall we breathe in other ai¢
Lefs pure, accuftom’d to immortal fruits? = 28§
Whom thus the Angel interrupted mild :
Lament not, Eve, but paticnily reizn
What jultly thou haft lo&t ; nor fet thy Leart,
Thus over-fond, on that which is not thine ;
Thy going is.not lonely.; wilh thee goes 200
Thy hufband : him to follow thoy art beund 3
Where he abides think there thy native foil.
Adam by this from the cold {udden damp
Recov’iing, and his {catie:’d [prits return’d,
T'o Michael thus his humble werds addrefs’d. 295
-Celeftial, whether among the Thrones, or nam’d
Of th=m the high’eft, for fuch of fhaps may feem
Prince above princes. gently thou haft told
Thy meflage, which might eife in tclling wound,
And in performing end us; what befides 3co
Of forrow, and deje&ion, and defpuir,
Our frailty.can fullair, thy tidings bring,
Departure from this happy place, our fwees
Recefs, and enly confolatica 1=t
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liar to our eyes; all places elfe 3c8

pitable appear and defolate,

nowmg us nor known : and if by pray’r

fnt I could hope to change the will

m who all things can, | would not ceafe

eary hirh with my affiduous cries : 315"

»rayer againft his abiblute decree

1ore avails than breath againft the wind,

n ftifling back on him that breathes it forth:

efore to-his great bidding 1 fubmir.

moft afli@s me, that departing hence, 315

om his face I fhall be hid, depriv’d

lefled count’nance § here 1 could frequent -

worthip place by place where he vouchfaf’d

nce divine, and to my fons relate,

1is mount he appear’d, under this tree 329

1 vifible, among thefe pines his voice

rd, here with him at this fountain talk’d ;

any grateful altars [ would rear

-afly turf, and pile uP ev’ry ftone )

ftre from the br ook, in memory, 33§

‘enurheat to ages, and thereon

fweet fmellmg gums, aad fruits, and flow'rs :

mder nether world, where fhall 1 feek

right appearances, or footfteps trace?

hough T fled him angry, yet recall’d 339

fe prolong’d and promiis’d race, [ now

ly behold though but his utmoft fkirts

ory, and far‘off his feps adore.

» whomt thus Michael, with regard benign. . -

n, thou know’ft Heav’n his, and all the earth 338

this rock only”; his omniprefence filis

l, fea, and air, and ev’ry kind that lives,

nted by his virtual pow’r and warm’d:

h? earth he gave thee to poflefs and rule,

efpicable gift; furmife not then 340

srefence to thefe narrow bounds confin’d

aradife or I'den ; this had been

1ps thy capital feat, from whence had fpread |

eneratlons, and had hither come )

1all the ends of tI\’ earth, to celebrate - 34%
Ii .
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And rev’rence thee their great progenitor.
But this pre-eminence thou” haft loft, brought down
To dwell on cven ground now with thy fons:
Yet doubt not but m valley and in plain
Gob is as here, and will be found alike 350
Prefent, and of his prefence many a fign ’
Still following thee, ftill compafling thee round
With goodnefs and paternal love, his face
Expreis, and of his fteps the tra& divine. .
Which that thou may’ft believe, and be confirm’d 355
Xre thou from hence depart. know I am fent
To fhew thee what fhall come in future days
To thee and to thy offspring good with bad ;
Expeét to hcar fupernal grace contending
With lmfulnets of moen ; lhereby to learn 360
True pmence, and t6 temper joy with fear
And pious forrow, equally inup’d
By moderation either ftate to bear,
Profperous or adverfe : {o fhalt thon lead
Safeft thy life, and beft prepar’d endure 365
Thy mortal paflage when it comes. Afcend
This Lill ; let Eve (for 1 have drench’d her eyes)
Here ﬂeep below, while thou to forefight wak’tt;
As once thou flept’l, while fhe to life was form’d

" To whom thus Adam gratefully reply’d. 37
Afcend, I follow thee, fafe guide, the path
Thou lead’ft me?, and to the hand of Heav’n fu!nmt,
However chaﬂ.’nmg, to the evil turn
My obvious breaft, arming to overcome .
By fuff’ring, and earn reft from labour won, 375
Jf fo I may attain. So both afcend ’
In the vifions of Gop. 1t was a hill
Of Paradife the higheft, from whofe top
The hemifphere of earth in cleareft ken
Stretch’d out to th’ ampleft reach of profpe lay. 380
Not higher that hill; nor wider looking round,
W hereon for diff’rent caufe the tempter fet
Qur fecond Adam in the wildernefs,
"I'o thew bim all earth’s kingdoms, and their glory.
1lis eye might there command wherever foud 38§
City of old or modern fame, the {eat

L
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- Of mightielt empire, from the deftin’d walls

Of Cambula, feat of Cathaian Can,

And Samarchand by Oxus, T'emir’s throne,

‘T'o Paquin of Sinan king, and thence 390

‘To Arga and Lahor of great Mogul,

Down to the golden Cherfonefe, or where

T'he Perfian in Ecbatan fat, or fince

In Hifpahan, or where the Ruffian Czar

In Mofco, or the Sultan in Bizance, 398

Turcheflan-bornj nor could his eye not ken

T’ empire of Negus to his utmoft port

Ercoco, and the lefs maritime kings,

Mombaza, and Quiloa, and Melind, :

And Sofala thought Ophir, to the realm 4¢0

Of Congo, and Angola fartheft fouth: o

Or thence from Niger flood to Atlas mount,

The kingdoms of Almanfor, Fez and Sus,

Moroccn, and Algiers, and Tremifen ;

On Europe thence, and where Rome was to fway 404

" 'The world : in {p’rit perhaps he alfo faw <

Rich Merico, the feat of Montezuma,

And Cufco in Peru, the richer feat

Oof Atabﬁipa, and yet unfpoil’d .

Guiana, whofe great city Geryon’s fons 410

Call El Dorado. Baut to nobler fights : .

Michael from Adam’s eyes the film remov’d,

‘Which the falfe frait that promis’d clearer fight

Had bred ; then purg’d with eupharafy and rue .

‘The vifual nerve, for he had much to fee; . 413

And from the well of life three drops inftill’d, :

So deep the pow’r of thefe ingredients . pierc’d,

Ev’n to the inmoft feat of mental fight,

That Adam now inforc’d to clofe his eyes,

Sunk down, and all his {p’rits became iatranc’d ; 4:0

But him the gentle Angel by the hand . -

Soon rais’d, and his attention thusrecall’d. ..
Adam, now ope thine eyes, and firk behold . .

Th’ effcéts which thy original crime hath wrought. . §

In fome to {pring from thee, who never touch’d 425

Th? accepted tree, nor with the fnake gonfpie’d, ", -

Nor finn’d thy £in, yet f;om that fin'derive ~ ~ ° " T

iz
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Corruption to bring forth more violent deeds.
His eyes he open’d, and beheld a field,
Part arable and tilth, whereon were fheaves 430
New reap’d ; the other part {heep walks and folds; -
I’ th’ midft-an altar as the land-mark ftood, - -
Ruftic, of graffy fod; thitheranon - - -
A fweaty reaper from his tillage brought .
Firft fruits, the green ear, and the yellow fheaf, 43;
}dncull’d as came to hand ; a fhepherd next,
ore meek, came with the ﬁrﬁlmg of his flock
Choiceft and belt ; then {aci'iﬁcing, laid’
‘The inwards and their fat, with incenfe irow’d
On the cleft wood, and all due rites perform’d. 440
His off'ring foon propitious fire from Heav'n
Confum’d with nimble glance, and grateful Ream.
‘The other’s ‘not, for his was not fincere : .
Whereat he inly rag’d, and as they talk’d,
Smote him into the midriff with a ftone 448
‘That beat out life: he fell, and deadly pale
- Groan’d out his foul with gufhing blood effus’d !
Much at that fight was Adam in his heart: '
Difmay’d, and thus in hafte to th> Angel cry’d.

O teacher, fome great mifchief hath befall’ 450
To that meek man, who well had facrific’d ;

Is piety thus and pure devotion paid? . - -

T’ whom Michael thus; he alfo mov’d, reply’d.
‘Thefe two ' are brethren. Adam, and to come .
Out of thy loins ; th’ unjuf the joft hath ﬂaxn, - 455
For envy that his brother’s off’ring found - .
¥rom Heav’n acceptance: but the bloedy.a&t
Will be aveng’d ; and th’ other’s faith approvd, -
Lofe no reward, though heré thou fée him die,
Rolling in duft and gore. --T6 which our fire. 460

- Alas, both for the deed and for the tdufe &
But have I now feen Death ? Is this thc way
I muft return to native dufy? O fi
Of terror; fopl and ngly to behold, ' -
Horrid to think, how horrible to feel ! =1} 465

T~ whom Michacl.  D-ath'theu hift feen- :
Inh firft thpe on man ; hut many fhapes< . -
'Of death; and many are thc ways lhatlnd e
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To his grim cave, all difmal; yet to fenfe

More terrible at th’ entrance than within. 470

Some, as thou faw’ft, by violent ftroke fhall die,

By fire, flood, famine ; by intemp’rance more

In meats and drinks, which on the earth fhall bring

Difeafes dire. of which a monftrous crew

Before thee fhall appear ; that thou may’ft know 47 5

What mifery th’ inabftinence of Eve .

* Shall bring on men. Immediately a place

Before his eyes appear’d, fad, noifome, dark,

A lazar-houfe it feem’d, wherein were laid

Numbers of all difeas’d. all maladies 480

. Of ghattly fpafm, or racking torture, qualms co

Of heart-fick agony, all fev’rous kind, :
Coavulfions, epileplies, fierce catarrhs,
Inteftine ftone and ulcer, colic pangs,
Demoniac phrenzy, moéaping melancholy, 43¢
And moon-fruck madnefs, pining atrophy, :
Marafmus, and wide walling peftilence, -
Dropfies, and afthmas, and joint racking rheums.
Dire was the tofling, deep the groans ; Defpair ..
Tended the fick, bufieft from couch to couch 5 490
And over them triumphant Death his dart .
Shook, but delay’d to frike, though oft invok’ d .
With vows, as their chief good. and fina] hope. .
Sight fo deform what heart of rock could long -
Dry-ey’d behold 2 Adam could not, but wept, 49§
Though not of woman born ;- compaffion qucll’d
His beft of man. and gave him np to tears 7
A fpice, till firmer, thoughts reftrain’d excgfs i
And fcarce recov’ring words his plaint rcnew"d.,.

O miferable mankind, to what, fall © 500
Degraded, to what wretched ftate refervid '
Better end here unborn . Why, is life_giv’n
To be-thus wrefted from vs ? rather wﬁ o
Obtruded on nsthus{ who, if we knew _*
What we reccive, would rather not aceept . “s5c§

. Lifc offer’d,.or foan beg to Jay it doyn,
Glad to be fa difmifs’d ia peace. Can thus .
Th’ image of Gap.in man, created once '_' -
So goodly and ereét, tl;ongh fnulty ﬁnce, s
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To fuch uafightly fuff’rings be debas™d 510
Under inhuman pains ? Why fhould not man,
Retaining ftill divine fimilitude
In part, from fuch deformities be free,
And for his Maker’s image fake, exempt ?
Their Maker’s image, anfwer’d Michacl, then g1
Forfook them, when themfelves they vilify’d
‘To ferve ungovern’d Appetite, and took
His image whom they ferv’d, a brutith vice,
Indu&ive mainly to the fin of Eve.
Therefore fo abje is their punifhment, 520
Disfig’ring not Gop’s likenefs, but their own ;
Or ifiis ligkcnefs, by themfelves defac’d,
While they pervert pure nature’s healthful rules
To loathfome ficknefs ;, worthily, fince they ,
Gop’s image did not rev’rence in themfelves. 538
I yield it juft, faid Adam, and fubmit.
But is there yet no other way, befides
Thefe painful paffages, how we may ¢come
To death, and mix with our co-nat’ral duft?
There is, faid Michael, if thou well obferve 538
The rule of not too much, by temp’rance iaught,
In what thou eat’ft and drink’ft. feeking from thence
Due nourithment, not gluttonous delight,
Till many years over thy head return:
So may’t thou live, till like ripe fruit thou drop 53y
Into thy mother’s lap, or be with eafe .
Gather’d, not harfhly pluck’d, for death mature :
This is old age ; but then thou muf outlive
- Thy youth, thy frength, thy beauty, which will change
To wither'd, weak, and grey: thy fenfes them 540
Obtufe, all tafte of pleafures mut forego,
‘To what thon haft; and for the air of youth,
- Hopeful and chearful, in thy blood will reign
A melancholy damp of cold and dry
To weigh thy {pirits down, and laft confime 545
The balm of life. To whom our anceftor:
Henceforth I fly not death, nor would prolong
Life much ; bent rather how I may be quit
Fgireft and eafieft of this combrous charge ;
‘Which I muft keep, till my appointed day wo
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“Of rend’ring up, and patiently attend
My diffolution  Michael reply’d.

Nor love thy life, ncr hate ; but what thou liv’t,
Live well ; how long or fhort permit to Heav’n s
And now prepare thee for another fight. 5§58
. He look’d, and faw a fpacious plain, whereon
Woere tents of various hue: by fome were herds
Of cattle grazing ; others, whence the found
Of inftruments that made melodious chime
Was heard, of harp and organ; and who mov’d 560
Their ftops and chords, was feen ; his volant touch
Inttind tarough all proportions, low and high, .
Fled, and purfu’d tran{verfe the refonant fugue.

In other part ftood one who at the forge
Lab’ring, two mafly clods of ir’on and brafs 565
Had melted, (whether found where cafual fire
Had walted woods on mountain or in vale,
Down to th= veins of earth, thence gliding hot
To fome cave’s mouth, or whether wath’d by fiream
From under ground), the liquid ore he drain’d  57e
Into fit moulds prepar’d ; from which he form’d
Firft his own tools ; then, what might clfe be wrought
Fufil or grav’n in metal. After thefe,
But on the hither fide, a diff’rent fort
From the high neighb’ring hills, which was their feat,:
Down to the plain defcended : by their guife 576
{?& men they feem’d, and all their ftudy bent

'o worfhip Gobp aright, and know his works .
Not hid, nor thofe things lalt which might preferve .
Freedom and peace to men : they onthe plain 580~
Long had not walk’d, when from the tents behold
A bevy of fair women, richlygay  ~
In gems and wanton drefs ; to th’ harp they fung
Sofgt amorousdittigs, and in dance cameon, .
‘I he men, though grave, ey’d-them, and let their eyes -
Rove without rein, till in th’ amorpusnet - - 86
Firft caught, they lik’d, and each his liking chofe :
And now of love they treat, till th’ ev’hing ftaz,
Love’s harbinger, appear’d; then-all in heat
They light the nuptial torch, and bid invoke :  gqq
Hymen, then frfk to marrige- seswalda .0 .
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With fealt and mufic all the tents refound.
Such happy interview and fair event
Of love and youth not loft, fongs, gatlands, flow’rs,
And charming-fymphonies attach’d the heart 595
Of Adam, foon inclin’d t” admit delight,
The bent of nature ; which he thus exprefs’d.
True op’aer of mine cyes, prime Arngel blefs’d,
Much better fcems this vifion, and more hope
Of peaceful days portends than thofe two paft: 600
-'Thole were of hate and death, or pain much worle;
Here nature feems fufili’d in all her ends.
To whom thus Michael. Judge not what is beft
By pleafure. though to nature feeming meet,
Created, as thou art, to nobler end, 63
Holy and pure, conformity divine. :
‘Thofe tents thou faw’{t {o pleafant, were the tents
Of wickednefs, wherein fhall dwell his race
Who flew his brother ; ftudious they appear
Of arts that polifh life, inventors rare, 610
Unmindtul of their Muker, though his Sp’rit
‘Taught them, but they his gifts acknowledg’d none.
Yet they a beauteous offspring fhall beget :
¥or that fair female troop thou faw’R, that feem’d
Of goddefles, fo blithe, {o fmooth, fo gay, 6i3
Yet empty of all good, wherein confifts
Woman’s domeftic honour and chief praife 3
Bred only and completed to the tafte
Of luftful appctence, to fing, to dance,
To drefs, and troll the tongue, and roll theeye. 610
T'o thefe, that fober ruce of men, whofe lives
Religious titled them the fons of Gobp,
Shail yield up all their virtue, all their fame
lgnobly, to the trains and to the fmiles
Of thefe fair atheifts, and now fwim in joy, 623
Erelong to fwim at larae ; and laugh, for which
The world erelung a world of tears muit weep.
‘To whom thus Adam, of foft joy bereft.
O pity’ and fhame, that taey who to live well,
Enter’d {o fair, thould tarn afide to tread 630
o+ Paths indire&, or in the nidway faint !
But fill 1 fee the tenor & Nan'swos
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Holds on the fame, from Wogean to hegin.

From man’s efleminate flacknefs it begins,
Said th’ Angel, who would better hold his place 635
By wifdom, and fuperior gitts receiv’d.
But now prepare thee for another fcene.

He look’d, and faw wide territories fpread
Before him, towns, and rural works between,
Cities of men with lofty gates and tow’rs 5 640
Concourfe in arms, fierce faces threat’ning war,
Giants of mighty bone. and bold emgrife :
Part wield their arms, part curb the foaming fteed,
Single or in array of bartle rang’d
Both horfe and foot, nor idly muf’ring flood; 645
One way a band fcle& from forage drives )
A herd of beeves, fair oxen and tair kine,
From a fat meadow-ground, or fleecy flack,
Ewes and their bleating lumbs, over the plain,
Their booty ; fcarce with life the fhepherds fly, 630
But call in ard; which makes a bloody fray ;
With cruel tournament the fquadrons join 3
Where cattle paltur’d late, now featter’d lies
With carcafes 2nd arms th’ infanguin’d field
Deferted: o' ers to acity ftrong _ 65§
Lay fiege, incamp’d, by batt’ry, {cale, and mine,
Aflaulting ; others fromithe wall defend
With dart and jav’lin, ftones and fulph’rous fire ;
On each hand flaughter and gigantic deeds.
1n other parts the fcepter’d heralds call 660
To council in the city gates ; anon
Grey-headed men and grave. with warriors mix’d
Affemble, and harangues are heard, but foon
In fatious oppofition ; till at laft
Of middle age one rifing, eminent 66§
In ‘wife deport, fpake much of right and wrong,
Of juftice, of religion, truth and peace,
And judgement from above : him old and young
Exploded, and had feiz’d with violent hands,
Had not a cloud defcending fnatch’d him thence 676
Wnfeen amid the throng: fo violence
Proceeded, and oppreflion, and fword.law,
Fhrough all the plain, aan refuge none was faund,

k
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Adam was all in tears, and to his guide -

Lamenting turn’d full fad; O what are thefe, . 673

Death’s minifters, not men, who thus deal death

Inhumanly to men, and multiply

Ten thoufandfold the fin of him who flew

His brother ! for of whom fuch maffacre -

Make they but of their brethren, men of men? 68

But who was that juft man, whom had not Heav’n

Refcu’d, had in his righteoufrefs been loft? -

To whom thus Michael. Thefe are the produ&

Of thofe ill-mated marriages thou faw’ft ;

Where good withbad were match’d, who of themfelves

Abhor to join ; and by in:prudence mix’d, 686

Produce prodigious births of body’ or mind:

Such were thefe giants, men of high tencwn ;

For in thofe days might ovly (hall be admir’d,

And valour and heroic vittue call’d ; 690

. ‘To overcomie in battle, and fubdue

Nations, and bring home fpoils with infinite

Man-flaughter, fhall be held the higheft pitch

Of human glory, and for glory done"

Of triumph, to be ftyl’d great conquerors, 695

Patrons of mankind, gods, and fons of guds;

Deftroyers rightlier call’d, and plagues of men.

Thus fame fhall be atchiev’d, renown on earth,

And what moft merits fame in filence hid.

But he, the fev’nth from thee, whomithoubeheld', 7co

The only righteous in a world perverfe,

And therefore hated, therefore fo befet

With foes, for-daring fingle to be juft,

And utter odious truth, that Goo would come’

T'o judge them with his faints : him thé Moft High, .

Raptin a balmy cloud with winged ftéeds, =~ 7¢6

Did, as thou fuw’ft, receive, to walk with Gop

High in falvation, and the climes of blifs, ~

Exempt from death ; to fhew thee what reward

Awaits the good, thereft what punithment;  * 710

Which now direéts thine eyes, and foon behold.

Hz< look’d and faw the face of things quite chang'd':

The brazen throat of warhad éeas’d torcary = -
Allrow was turnid to johy wndigatee, - -

————



Boox XI. ° PARADISE LOST.- 265

To luxury and riot, feaft and darce, 71§

Marrying or proftituting, as befel

Rape or adultery, where pafling fair

Allur’d them ; thence from cups to civil broils.

Atlength a rev’rend fire among them came,

And of their doings great diflike declar’d, 729

And teftify’d againft their ways; he oft

Frequented their aflemblies, wherefo met,

Triumphs or feftivals, and to them preach’d

Converfion and repentance, as to fouls

‘In prifon under judgements.imminent : 72§

~ But all in vain; which when he faw, hs ceas’d

Coutending, and remov’d his tents far off;

Then from the mountain hewing timber tall,

Began to build a veffel of huge bulk : 729

Mecafur'd by cubit, length, and breadth, and haight ;

Smear’d round with pitch ; and in the fide a door

Contriv’d ; and of provifions laid in large

For man and beaft : when 1o, a.wonder firange |

Of ev’ry beaft, and bird, and infeét fmall

Came fev’ns, and pairs, and enter’d i in, as tayght 735

Their order : 1aft the fire, and his three fons,

With their four wives; and Gop made faft the door.‘

Meanwhile the fouti. wmd ‘role, and with black wings

Wide hov’ring, ail the clonds together drove

From under Heav’n; the hills to their fupply 740

Vapour, and exhalation dufk and- mailt,

Sent up amain ; .and now the thicken'd fky

Like a dark ceiling ftood ; down rufb’d the rain

Impetuous, and coptmu’d till the earth

- No more was feen ;. the floating veflcl fwam 745

Uplifted, and fecure with beaked prow

Rode tilting o’er the waves : all dwelling clfe

Flood overwhelm’d, and them with all their pomp

Dezep under water roll’d ; fea cover’d fea,

Séu without thore ; and in their palaces 750

Where luxury late reign’d, {ea- moniters whelp’d

And ftabl’d ; of mankind, fo numerous late,

All left in one finall bottom {fwam imbark’d.

How did’t thou grieve then, Adam, to beliold

The end of all thy qﬁ'spriln{g, end {o fad, %%
) ka2
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Depopulation? thze another flood,
Of tears and forrow’ a flood, thee alfo drown’d,
And funk thee as thy fons ; till gently rear’d
* By th’ Angel, on thy feet thou ftood’ft at laft,
Though comfortlefs, as when a fathet mourns 760
His children, all in view deftroy’d at once ;-
And f{:arce to th’ Angel utter’d thus thy plaint.
O vifions, ill forefeen ! betterhad I -
Liv’d ignorant of future, fo had borne
My part of evil only, each day’s lot 765
Enough to bear ; thofe now, that were difpens’d
‘The burden of many ages, on me light
At once, by my foreknowledge gaining birth
Abortive, to torment me ere their heing,
With thought that they muft be. Let no man feek 779
Henceforth to be foretold what fhall befal
Him or his children ; evil he may be fure,
Which neither his forecknowledge can prevent,
And he the future evil fhall no lefs '
In apprehenfion than in fubftance feel, 775
Grievous to bear : but that care now is paft, :
Man is not whom to warn : thefe few efcap’d
Famine and anguith will at laft confums,
‘Wand’ring that wat’ry defert. I had hope,
‘When violence was ceas’d, and war on earth, 780
All would have then gone well, peace would have
With length of happy days the race of man : [crown'd
But I was far deceiv’d ; for now I fee’
Peace to corrupt no lefs than war to wafte. .
How comes it thus ? unfold, celeftial guide, 785
And whether here the race of man wili end.
"Towhom thus Michael. Thofe whiom laft thon faw'ht
In triumph and luxurions wéalth. are they
Firft feen in a&ls of prowefs eminent,
And great expluits, but of true virtue void, 790
Who having fpilt much blord, and done much walte
Subduing nations, and atchiev’d therehy -
Fame in the world, high titles, and rich prey,
Shall change their courfe to pleafure, eafe, and floth,
Surfeit, and Woft, Bl wantennels and pride 79§
Raife out of friendfhiphokile deeds W peace, -
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‘The conquer’d alfo, and inflav’d by war,

Shall, with their freedom loft, all virtue lofe,
And fear of Go, from whom their piety feign'd
In fharp centeft of battle found no aid, 800
Againft invaders ; therefore coql’d in zeal,
“Thenceforth. thall practife how to live fecure,
Worldly or diffolute, on what their lords .
Bhall leave them to enjoy ; for th’.earth fhall bear
More than enough, that temp’rance may be try’d: 8cg
So all fhall turn degen’rate, all deprav’d ; ’

" JuRice and temp’rance, tryth and faith forgot;

One man except, the only fon of light

In a dark age, againft example good,

Againft alurement, cuftom, and a2 world 810
Offended ; fearlefs of reproach and fcorn,

Or violence, he of their wicked waye

Shall them admonith, and before them fet

The path of righteoufnefs, how much more fafe,
And full of peace, denouncing wrath.to come 81§
On their impenitence ; and fhall return :
Of them derided, but of Gop obferv’d.

‘The one jult man alive ; by his command

Shall build a wondrous ark, as thou beheld’ft,

To fave himfelf and houfehcld from amidft - 820
A world devote to univerfal wrack. .-
No fooner he with them of man and beaft

Sele& for life, fhall in the ark be lodg’d,

“And fhelter’d round, butall the catarads B

Ot Heav’n fet open on the earth fhall pour 828
Rain day and night ; ali fountains of the deep

Broke up, fhall heave th’ ocean to ufurp

- Beyond all bounds, till inundation rife

“Above the higheft hills ;- then fhall this mount -
Of Paradife by might of waves be mov’d : 830
Out of his-place, pufb’d-by the horned flood, ’

.~ With all his verdure {poil’d, and trees adrift,
- Down the great river to th’ opening gulph,

‘And there take root, an ifland falt and bare, .-
The hauat of feals, and orcs, and fea-mews clang : 8 35

_ ‘To teach thee that Gob attributes.to place

’I'\Yo fanclicy, if none be thither brovght
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Dy men who there frequent, or therein dwell.
And now what further fhall enfue, behold.

He look’d, and faw the ark hull on theflood, 840
Which now abated : for the clouds wers fled,
Driv’n by a keen north. wind, that blowing dry
Wrinkled this face of deluge. as decay’d ;

And the clear fun on his wide wat’ry glafs
Gaz’d hot, and of the frefh wave largely drew, 845
As after thirRt, which made their flowing fhrink
From ftanding lake to tripping ebb, that ftole
With {oft. foot tow’ards the deep, which now had ftopt
' His fluices, as the heav’n his window fhut.

The ark no more now floats, but feems on ground, 850
Faft on the top of fome high mountain fix’d,

And now the tops of hills as rocks appear;

With clamour thence the rapid currents drive
Tow’ards the retreating fea their furious tide.
Forthwith from ont the ark a raven flies, 855
And after him, the fursr meffenger,

A dove fent forth once and again to fpy

Green tree or ground whereon his foot may light ;
The fecond time returning, in his bill :
An olive-leaf he brings, pacific fign : 860
Anon dry ground appears, and from his ark

T he ancient fire defcends with all his train ;

Then with uplifted hands, and eyes devout,

Grateful to Heav’n, over his head bcholds

A dewy cloud, and in the cloud a bow, 865
Confpicuous, with three lifted colours gay, )
Betok’ning peace from Gob, and cov’nant new.
Whereat the heart of Adam erft fo fad

Greatly rejoic’d, and thus his joy broke forth.

" O thou who future things can’ft reprefent 870
Asg prefent, heav’nly inlruétor, 1 revive

At this laft fight, affur’d that Man fhall live

With all the creatures, and their feed preferve.

Far lefs I now lament for one whole world

Of wicked fous deftroy’d, than I rejoice &g
For one man found fo perfe@ and fo juft,

That Gob vouchfafes to raife another world
From him, and all his anger o forgersy
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- But fay, what mean thofe colour’d ftreaks in Heav’n,

Diftended as the brow of Gop appeas’d ? 880

Or ferve they as a flow’ry verge to bind

The fluid fkirts of that fame wat’ry cloud,

Let it again diffolve, and fhow’r the earth ? '
To whom th’ Arch-angel. Dextroufly thou aim’ft:

So willingly doth Gop remit his ire, 835

‘I'hough Euc repenting him of man deprav’d,

Griev’d at his helirt when locking down he faw

The whole earth fill’d with violence, and all fleth

Corrupting each their way ; yvet thofe remov’d,

Such grace fhall one juft man £nd in his fight, 89o

‘That he relents, not to blot out mankind,

And makes a cov’nant never to deftroy

The earth again by flood, nor let the fea

Surpafs his bounds, nor rain to drown the world,

With man therein or beaft ; but when he brings 895

.Over the earth a cloud, while therein fet - ’

His wriple colour’d bow, whereon to look,

And call to mind his cov’nant : day and night,

Seed-time and harveft, heat and hoary froft 899

Shall bold their courfe, till fire purge all things new,

Both Heav’n and Earth, wherein the juft fhall dwell.

Exp oF s LErevexss Boox.
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Tne ARGUMENT.

Tk Angel Michael continues from the flood to relate wiot
Shall fucceed ; then, in the mention of Abrakam, comes
by degrees to explain avbo that feed of the womar fball
te, awbich avas promifed Adan and Lve in the fall;
his incarnation, death, re_/krfe&iolz, and afcenfion ; the
Sate cf the cburch till bis fecond coming.  Adam great-
by fatisfied and recomforted by thefe relaiwru and pro-
wmifes, defeends the bill avith Michael ; awakens Eve, who
all this awhile had flzpt, but with gentle dreams com-
20/ed to quietnefs of mind and fubmifion.  Mickael in
either band leads them cut of Paradifé, the fiery faword
waving bebind them, and the Clerubim takirg thoir flas
tions to guard the place.

S one who in his journey baits at noon, [paus’d
Thongh hent on fpeed : fo here th’ Arch-angel
Eetwixt the world deﬁroy’d and world reftor’d,
If Adam ought perhaps might interpofe :
Then with tranfition fweet new fpeech refumes.>*  §
Thus thou haft feen one world begin and end
And min as from a fecond fteck proceed;
Much thou haft yet to fee; but I perceive
Thy mortal fight to fail ; objets divine
Muf needs impair and weary human fenfe : 10
Henceforth what is to come [ will relate.
Thou therefore give due audience, and attend,
This fecond fource of men, while yet but few,

" And while the dread of judgement paft remains
Frefh in their minds, fearing the Deity, ]
Wirh fome regard to what 1s juft and right
Shall lead their lives and multiply apace ;3
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Lab’ring the foil, and reaping plenteous crop,
Corn, wine, and oil, and from the herd or flock
Oft facrificing bullock. lamb, or kid 20
With large wine- off rings pour’d, and facred feaft,
Shall fpend their days in Joy unblam’d, and dwell
Long time in peace, by families and tribes,
Under paternal rule ; till one fhall rife
Of proud ambitious heart, who, not content 25
With fair equality, fraternal tafte,
Will arrogate dominion undeferv’d
Over his brethren, and quite difpoflefs
Concord and law of nature from the earth, _
Hunting (and men, not beafts, fhall be his game) 30
With war and hoftile fnare fuch as refufe
Subje&ion to his empire tyrannous :
A mighty hunter thence he fhall be ftyl’d
Before the Lorp, as in defpite of Heav’n,
Or from Heav’n claiming fecond fov’reignty ; 2
And from rebellion fliall derive his name,
Though of rebellion others he accufe
He with a crew, whom like ambition joins
With him, or under liim to tyrannize, ]
Marching from Eden tow’ards the weft, fhall find 40
‘The plain wherein a black bituminots gurge
Boils otit from under ground, the mout% Jg hell:
Of brick, and of that ftuff, they caft to build
A city’ and tow’r, whofe top may reach to Heav’n ;
And get themfelves a name ; lelt far difpers’d 4§
In foreign lands, their memory be loft,
Regardlefs whether good or evil fame:

ut Gop, who oft defcends to vifit men
Unfeen, and through their habjtations walks
To mark their doings, them befm]ding foon, 50
Comes down to fee their city, ere the tow’r
Obftru& Heav’n tow’rs, and in derifion fets
Upon their tongues a various {p’rit, to raze
Quite out their native Janguage, and inftead
T'o fow a jangling noife of words unknown, (17
Forthwith a hideous gabble rifes loud,
Among the build:rs each to others call
Not underftood till boarfei‘at;d all in rage
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4

As mock’d they ftorm ; great laughter was in Heav'a
And looking down, to fee the hubbub Rrange, Go
And hear the din; thus was the building lcft
Ridiculons, and the work confufion nam’d.

Whereto thus Adam fatherly difpleas’d.

O execrable fon fo to alpire

Abhove his brethren, to himfelf affiming Gs
Authority uturp’d from Gop, not giv’n ;

He gave us only over beaft, fith, fowl,

Dominion abfolute ; that right we hold

By his donation : but man over men

He made not lord ; fuch title to himfulf 70
Refcrving, human left from human free.

But this ufurper his encroachment proud

Stays rot on man; to Gob his tow’r intends

Siege and defiance. Wretched man! what food
Will he convey up hither to fultain . 75
Himfelf and bis rafh army, where thin air

Above the clouds will pine his entrails grofs,

And famifh him of breath, if not of bread ?

To whom thus Michael.  Jultly thou abhorr’ft
That fon. who on the qniet ftate of men 8o
Such trouble bronght. affeting to fubdus
Rational liberty : yet know withal,

Since thy original lapfe, true liberty
Is loft, which always with right reaiin dwells
I'winn’d, and from her hath no dividual being: 8§
Realon in man oblcur’d, or rot obey’d,
Immediately irordinate dcfires
And upftart peflions catch the gavarnment
From reaforn, and to fervitnde reduce
Man till ther. free.  Therefore. fince he permits  go
Within him%if unworthy pow’rs to reicn
Over {ree reafon, Gep, it judgement juft,
Sualje&@s him from without to violent lords ;
Who oft as undefzrvedly inthral
His outward freedom: tyranny muft be, 95
‘Though to the tyrant thereby no excufe.
Yet fometimes nations will decline fo low
From virtus, which is rexfon, that no wrarg,
_But juftize, and forue faral curfe annedd,
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Deprives them of their outward liberty, 1CO
Their inward lolt: witnefs th’ irreverent fon

Ot him who built the ark, who, for the thame

Done to his father, heard this heavy curfe,

Servant of fervarts, on his vicious race. :

‘Thus will this lattcr, as the former world, 10§
Still tend from bad to worfe, till Gop at laft,
Wearied with their iniquities, withdraw

His prefence from among them, and avert

His holy eyes, refolving from thenceforth .

To leave them to their own polluted ways 3 to
And one peculiar nation to fele&

From all the reft, of whom to be invok’d,

A nation from one faithful man to fpring 3

Him on this fide Euphrates yet refiding,

Bred up in idol-worfhip : O that man 11§

Canft thou believe?) thould be fo ftupid grown,

While yet the patriarch liv’d, who *fcap’d the flood,
As 10 toifake the living Gob, and fall

1'o worfhip their own work in wood ard ftone

For gods! yet him Gob the Molt High vouchtafes 120
To call by vifion from his Father’s houfe,

His kindred and falfe gods, into a land

‘Which he will fhew him, and from him will ralfc

A mighty nation, and upon him fhow’r
"His benedicion fo, that in his feed 12§
All nations thall be blefs’d ; he ltraight obeys,

Not knowing to what land, yet firm believes.

I fee him, but thou canft not, with what faith

He leaves his gods, his friends, and native foil

Ur of Chaldza, pafling now the ford ' 130
T'o Haran, after him a cumbrous train

Of herds and flocks, and nufnerous fervitude § -

Not wand’ring, poor ; but trufting all his wealth
With Gop, who call’d him, in a land unknown. _
Canaan he now attains 3 1 fee his tents 135
Pitch’d about Scchem and the neigh’bauring plain

Of Moreh; there by promife he receives

Gift o his progeny of all that land,

¥rom tdamath northward to the defert fouth,

( things Uy theicnames [ call, though yet vonamm ¥

Lla



[y

2:4 PARADISE LOST. Boox XIL

YTrom Hermon eaft to the great weftern fea; - s4q1
Mount Hermon, yonder fea, each place behold

In profpe&, as | point them ; on the fhore

Mount Carmel; here the double founted fiream,
Jordan, true limit eaftward ; but his fons 14s
Shall dwell to Senir, that long ridge of hills.

This ponder, that all nations of the earth

Shallin his feed be blefled : by that feed

1Is meant thy great deliverer, who fhall bruife

‘T'he ferpent’s head ; whereof to thee anon 150
Plainlier fhall be reveal’d. Chis patriarch blefs’d,
Whem faithful Abraham due time fhall cali,

A fon, and of his fon a grandchild leaves,

Like him in faith. in wx.fc}!om, and renown.

The dchild with twelve fons increas’d, de I
Fromgré:naan. to a land hereafter call’d parts 15
Egypt, divided by the river Nile ¢ -

See where it flows, difgorging at fev’n fmouths .

Into the fea.” To fojourn ia that land

He comes, invited by a younger fon 160
In time of dearth ; a fon whofe worthy deeds

Raife him to be the fecond in that realm

Of Pharaoh ; there he dies, and leaves his race
Growing into a nation, and now grown

Sufpe@ed to a fequent king. who (eeks 165
T'o ftop their overgrowth as inmate guefts

Too num’rous; whence of gnefts he makes them flaves
Inhofpitably’, and kills their infant-males ;

‘Till by two brethren (thofe two brethtea call

Mcfes and Aaron) fent from Gob to claim- 170
His people from inthralment, they return '
Wi-h glory’ and fpoil back to their promis’d land.
But firft the lawlefs tyrant, who denies

To know their Gop. or meflage to regard.

Muft be cornpell’d by figns and judgements dire; l7$
‘To blood unthed the rivers mutt be turn’d ;

Frogs, lice, and flies, muft all his palace ﬁll

With loath’d intrufion, and fill all the land ;
His cattle muft of rot and murrain die 3
Botches and blains muft all his fleth imbofs 19
Ard all his people ;. thunder mix’d with hail,
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Hail mix’d with fire, muft rend th’ Egyptian fky,
And wheel on th’ earth, devouring wi{fe it rolls ;
What it devours not, herb, or fruit, or grain,

A darkfome cloud of locufts fwarming down 185

.Mutft cat, and on the ground leave nothing green ;

Durknels muft overthadew all his bounds,

Palpable darknefs ;- and blot out three days ;

L&, with one midnight-firoke, all the firft born

Of Egypt muit lic dead. - l'hus with ten wounds 1go

-*The river-dragon tam’d at length fubmits

.

-.To noble and ignoble is more {weet-

"To let his fojourners depart, and oft

Humbles his ftubborn heart ; but fill as ice

More harden’d after thaw; till in his rage :

Purfuing whom he late difmifs’d, the fea 198

Swallows him with his hoft ; but them lets pafs

As on dry land betwéen twa cryltal walls,

Aw'd by the rod of Mofes fo to ftand

Divided, till his refcu’d gain their fhore ;

Such wond’rous pow’r Gob to hi¢ faint willlend, 2co

Though prefent in his Angel, who fhall go o

Before-them in"a clond, and pill’ar of fire,”

By day a cloud, by night a pill’ar of fire,

‘To guide them in their journey, and remové

Behind them, while th® obdurate king purfues : z'og

All night he will purfue ; but his approach

Darknefs defends between till morning watch;

Then through the fiery pillar and the cloud

Gon locking forth will trouble all his hot,

And craze their chariot-wheels; when by command

Mofes once more his potent rod extends - 211

Over the fea ; the fea his rod cbeys ;

On their embattled ranks the waves return,

And overwhelm their'war  The'race ele - X

Safe towards Canaan, from the thore advance 215

Through the wild defert, not the readiet way, .

left ént’ring on the Canaanite alarm’d, e

War terrify themiinexpert, and fear

Return thein back to'Egypt, chufing rather

Inglorious life with fervitude ; for hfe -~ - =+ 220
e

Untrain’d in arms, where rafhnefs lead notodi .-
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This alfo fhall they gain by their delay

In the wild wilderness ; there they fhall found

Their governmaat, and their great {enate chufe 225
Through the twslve tribes, to rule by laws ordain’d.
Gob from the mount of Sinai, whofe grey . top

Shall tremble, he defcending, will himfelf

In thunder, lightning, and loud trumpets found,
Ordain them laws ; part fuch as appertain 230
To civil jultice, part religious rites .

Ot facrince, informing them, by types

Aund fhadows of that deftin’d f:ed to bruife

The ferpent, by what means be fhall atchieve
Mankind’s deliv’rance.  But the voice of Gon 235
Ta mortal ear is dreadful ; they befeech

‘That Mofes might report to them his will,

And terror ceafe ; he grants what they befought,
Inftruéted that to Gob is no accefs

Without Mediator, whofe high office now 240
Mofes in figure bears, to introduce

One greater, of whofe day he fhall foretel,

And all the prophcts in their age the times o
Of great Mefli’ah fhall fing. Thus laws and rites
LRablith’d, fuch delight hath Gon'in men 24§
Ohedient to his will, that he vouchfufes

Among them to fet up his tabernacle,

The holy One with mortal men to dwell,

By his prefcript a fan&uary. is fram’d

Of cedar, overlaid with gold ; therein 250
An ark, and in the ark his teffimony,

The records of his cov’nant; over thefe
A mercy-feat of gold between the wings
Of two bright cherubim; before him burn
Sev’n lamps, as in a zodiac reprefenting 2cy
‘The heav’nly fires; over the tent a cloud

Shall reft by day, a fiery gleam by night,

Sive when they journcy, and at length they come,
Conduéted by his Angel, to the land

Promis’d to Abraham and his feed. The ref 262
Were long to tell, iow many battles fought,

How m.my Llrgs deftroy’d, and l\mgdoms won ;
Or how the fun thall i mid HeavaDand S0
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A day entire, and night’s due coutfe adjourn, A
Man’s voice commanding, fun in Gibeon ftand 26§
And thou moon in the vale of Ajalon,

Till Ifr’el overcome: fo call the third

From Abraham. fon of lfaac, and from him

‘His whole delcent, who thas thall Canaan win.

Here Adam interpos’d. O fent from Heav’n, 270

Enlight’ner of my darknefs, gracious things

Thou halt reveal’d, thofe chicfly which concern

Juft Abraham and his feed : now firft I find

Mine eyes true op’ning, and my heart much eas’d,
Erewhile perplex’d with thoughts what would become
Of me and all mankind ; but now 1 fee 278
His day, in whom all nations {hall be blefs’d,

Favour unmerited by me, who fought

Forbidden knowledge by forbidden means.

‘This yet 1 apprehend not, why to thofe 280
Among whom Gob will deign to dwell on earth,

8o many and fo varions laws are giv’n;

8o many laws arguc fo many fins

Among them ; how can Gop with fuch refide ?

To whom thus Michael. Doubt not but that fin 285

Will reign among them, as of thee begot ;

And therefore was law giv’n them to evince

‘Their natural pravity, by ftiiring up

Sin againft Jawto fight : that when they fee

Law can difcover fir, but not remorve, 270
Save by thofe fhadowy expiations weak,

The blood of bulls and goats, they may conclude
Some blood more precious muft be paid for man,
Juft for unjult ; that in fuch righteoufnefs

‘To them by faith imputed, they may find 205

uftification towards Gon, and peace

Of cenfcience ; which the law by ceremnniss

Cannot appeafe, nor man the moral part

Perform, and not performing cannot live.

So law appears imperfe&, and but given 200
‘With purpofe to refign them in full time

Up to a better covenant, difciplin’d

From fhadowy types to truth, from fleth to fp’rit,
¥rom compofition of fri&t Yaws o fies
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Acceptance of large grace. from fervile fear 308
To filial, works of law to works of faith.
And therefore fhall not Mofes. thougk of Gop
Highly belov’d, being but the Minifter
Of law, his people into Canaan lead ; )
But Jofhua, whom the Gentiles Jefuts eall, $10
His name and office bearing, who fhall quell
‘The adverfary ferpent, and bring back .
Through the world’s wildernefs Jong wander'd man
Safé to eternsl Paradife of reft. ’ _
Mean while they in their earthly Canaan plac’d, 31§
Long time thall dwell ard profper; but when fins
National interrupt their public peace,
Provoking Gob to raife them eneraies 3
From whom as oft he faves them penitent
By judges firft, then under kings; of whem 520
The fecond, both for piety renown’d
And puiffant deeds, a promife fhall receive
Irrevocable, that his regal throne
For ever fhall endure ; the like fhallfing
All prophecy, that of the royal flock 328
Of David (fo [ name this king ) fhall rife
A Son, the wéman’s feed to thee foretold,
Foretold to Abraham, and in whom fhall truft
All nations, and to kings foretold, of kings
The laft; for cf his rergn fhiall be no end. 330
But firft a long {ucceffion muft enfue;
And his next fon, for wealth and wifdom fum’d,
The clouded ark of Gon, till then in tents
+ \Wand’ring, fhall in a glorious temple’ infhrine.
Such follow him as fhall be regitter’d, 315
Part good, part bad, of bad the longer fcroll 5
YWhofe foul idolatries and other faults
Heap’d to the popular fum. will fo incenfe
Gnp, as to leave them, and exoofe their land,
Their city’, his temple, and his holy ark, 340
Wizh all his facred things, a {zorn and prey
To that proud city. whofe high walls thou faw’ft
Left in confufion, Babylon thence call’d.
There in captivity he lets them dwell
The fpace of fev'nty years, thenbrings Taemnack, 14y
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Rememb’ring mercy, and his cov’nant fworn

T'o David, ’tablifh’d as the days of Heav’n.

Return’d from Babylon by leave of kings .

"I heir lords, whom Gob difpos’d, the houfe of Gop

They firft re-edify, and for a while _ 350

In mean eftate live moderate, till grown

In wealth and multitude, fa&tious they grow ;

Baut firlt among the pricfls diffenfion fprings,.

Men who attend the altar, and fhould moft

Xndeaveur peace : their firife pollution byings 353

Upon the temple itfelf : at laft they feize

The fceptre, and regard not David’s fons;

Then lofe it to a ftranger, that the true

Anointed king Mefliah might be hosn .

Barr’d of his right ; yet athis birtha ftar, = 36a

Unfeen before in heav’n, proclaims him come,

And guides the eafcern fages, who inquire

His place to offer incenfe, myrrh, and gald :

His place of birth a folemin Angel tells :

To fimple fhepherds, keeping watch by nightj 365

They gladly thither hafte, and by a quire

Of quadron’d Angels hear his carol fung.

A virgin is his mother, but his fire. -.. . .

The pow’r of the Moft High ; he fhall afcend

The throne hereditary, and bound his reign 37d

W ith earth’s wide bounds, his glory with the Heav’ns.
He ceas’d, difcerning Adam with fuch joy

Surcharg’d, as had like grief been dew’d in tears,

Without the vent of words, which thefe he breath’d.
O prophet of glad tidings, finither 378

Of utmoft hope ! now clear 1 underftind

What oft my fteadieft thoughts have fearch’d in vain ;

Why our great expe&ation fhould be call’d

The feed of woman: Virgin mother hail !

High in the love of Heav’n; yet from my loins 380 .

‘Thou fhalt proceed, and from thy woinb the Son

Of Gop moft high ; fo Gop withi man unites.

Needs mutft the ferpent now his capital bruife

Expe& with mortal pain: fay, where and when. ,384

Their fight, what ftroke fhall bruife the vi@or’s heel 2
‘T'o whom thus Micha&. Dream not of toeix iy,

m



480 PARADISE LOST. Boox XIL

As of a duel, or the local wounds .

Of head or heel: not therefore joins the Son
Manhead to Godhead, with more firength to foil
Thy enemy : nor fo is overcome - 390
Satan, whofe fall from Heav’n, a deadlier bruife,
Difabled not to give thee thy death’s wound:

Which he, who comes thy Saviour, fhall recure,

Not by deftroying Satan, but his works .
In thee and in thy feed : nor can this be, 395
But by fulfilling thzt which thou did’ft want,
Obedienge to the law of Gop, impos’d

On penalty of death, and fuff’ring death,

‘The penalty ta thy tranfzreflion due,

" And due to theirs which out of thine will grow : 400
8o only can high juflice refl appaid
The Taw of Gop exa& he fhall fulfil -

Both by obedience and by love, though love

Alone fulfil the law; thy punifhment

He fhall endure by coming in the flefh 40§
To a reproachful life and curfed death,

Proclaiming life to all who fhall believe

In his redemption, and that his obedience

Imputed becomes theirs by faith, his obedience

To fave them, not their own. though legal works. 410
For this he fhall live hated, be blafphem’d,

Seiz’d on by force, judg’d, and to death condemn’d,
A fhameful and accurs’d ; nail’d to the crofs

By his owa nation ; flain for bringing life ;

But to the crofs he rails thy enemies, 41§
The law that is again(k thee, and the fins

Of all mankind, with him there crucifi’d,

Never to hurt them more who rightly truft

In this fatisfa&ion. So ke dies,

_But foon revives ; death over him no pow’r 4120
Shall long ufurp ; ere the third dawning light
Return. the ftars of morn fhall fee him rife
Out of his grave, frefh as the dawning light,

"I'hy ranfom paid, which man from death redeems,
His death for man, as many as offer’d lite 41§
Negle&t not, and the benefit ecmbrace

Ly faith not void of works. This God-Jike a&
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Annuls thy doom, the death thou thauld’ft have dy’d,
In {in for ever loft from life ; this a&
Shall bruife the head of Satan, cruth his firength, 430
Defeating Sin and Death, his two muin arms ;
And fix far deeper in hijs head their ftings, :
T’han temp’ral death thall bruife the victor’s heel,
Or theirs whom he redeems, a death liks fleep,
A gentle wafting 0 immortal life ; ' 435
Nor after refurte&ion fhall he ftay
Longer on earth than certain times t” appear
T'o his difciples, men who in his life
Still follow’d him ; to them fhall leave in charge
T'o teach all nations what of him theylearn’d, 440
And his falvation them who fhall believe
Buptizing in the profluent fream, the fign
Of wathing them from guilt of fin to )lfc
Pure, and in mind prepar’d, if fo beful,
For death, like that which the Redecmer dy’d, 44§
All nations they fhall teach: for from that day
Not only to the fons of Abraham’s loins
Salvation thall be preach’d, but to the fons
Of Abraham’s faith wherever through the world ;
So in his feed all nations fhall be blets’d. - 450
Then to the Heav’n of Heav’ns he thall afcend
With vi&ory, triumphing through the ajr
Over his foes and thine; there fhall furprife
The ferpent, prince of air, and drag in chains
Through all his realm, and there confounded-leave ;
"I’hen enter into glory, and refume o 456
His feat at Goxi’s right hand, exalted high
Above all' names in Heav’n; and thence thall come,
W hen this world’s diffolution fhall be ripe,
With glory’ and pow’r to judge both quick and dead ;
T'o judge th’ unfaith{ul dead, bat to reward 461
His faithrul, and receive them into blifs, .
Whether in Heav’n or Earth; for then the earth
Shall all be Paradife, fur happier place
Than this of Eden, and fur happier days. 465

So fpake th’ Arch-angel Michacl, then paus’d,
As at the world’s great periud ; and our fire,
Replete with jay and wonder, thusvenly’d.

Mma2
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O goodnefs infinite, Goodnefs immenfe !
‘That all this good of evil fhall produce, 470
And evil turn to good ; more wonderful
Than that which by creationfirft brought forth
Light out of darknefs! Full of doubt I ftand,
’thfner I fhould repent me now of fin -
By me done and occafion’d, or rejoice 474
Much more, that much more good thereof fhall fpring ; i
‘I'o Gop more gldry, more good-will to men
From Gob, and over wrath grace f(hall abound ;
But fay, if our Deliv’rer up to Heav’n _
Mutft reafcend, what will betide the few 430
His faithful, left among th’ unfaithful herd,
‘The enemies of truth ! who then fhall guide
His people, who defend ? will they not deal
Worfe with his foll’wers than with him they dealt?
Be fure they will, faid th’ Angel; but from Heav'n
He to his own a Comforter will fend, 486
The promife of the Father, who fhall dwell
His Sp’rit within them, and the law of faith
Working lhrough love, upon their hearts fhall write,
‘To guide them in all truth, and alfo arm 490
With fpiritual armour, able to refift :
Satan’s aflaults ; and quench his fiery darts,
‘What man can do againft them, not afruid,
Though to the death againft fuch cruelties
With inward confolation recompens’d, 493
And oft fupported fo as fhall amaze
Their proudeft perfecutors : for the Spirit
Pour’d firft on his Apoftles, whom he fends
T? evangelize the nations, then on all
Baptiz’d, fhall them with wond’rous gifts endue, 500
‘To {peak all tongues, and do all miracles,
As did their Lorp before them. Thus they win
Great numbers of each nation to receive
With joy the tidings brought from Heav’n: at length,
‘Their miniitry perform’d, and race well run, 5c5
Their dotrine and their ftory written left,
They die. But in their room, as they forewarn,
Weives fhall fucceed for teachers, grievous wolvesy
V\ Lo all the fucred myferics of Heav’n Cow



BooxXII. PARADISE LOST. 283

T'o their owa vile advantages thall turn 510
Of lucre and ambition, and the truth :
With fuperftitions and traditions taipt,

Left only in thofe written records pure,

Though not but by the Spirit underltood. . :
Then fhall they feek t’ avail themfelves of names, 515
Places, and titles, and with thefe to join

Secular pow’r, though feigning &ill to a&t

By fpirizual, to themfelves apprepriating

The Sp’rit of Gop, promis’d alike and given

To all believers ; and from that pretence 5§29
Sp’ritual laws by carnnl pow’r fhall force

On ev’ry conicience ; laws which none fhall ind
L.eft them inroli’d, or what the Sp’rit within

Shall on the heartengrave. What will they then
But force the Sp’rit of grace itelf, and bind 525
His confort liberty ? what but unbuild '
His living temples, but huilt by faith to &and,

‘Their own faith not ancther’s ? for on earth

Who againft faith and confcience can be heard
Infallible ? yet many will prefume : 539
Whence heavy perfecution fhall arife

On all who in the worthip perfevere

Of fp’rit and truth; the reft, far greater part,

Will deem in outward rites and fpecious forms
Religion fatisfy’d ; truth fhall retire 335
Beftuck with fland’rous darts, and works of faith
Rarely be found : fo fhall the world go on,

To good malignant, to bad men benign,

Under her own weight groaning, till the day

Appear of refpiration to the juft, 540
And vengeance to the wicked, at return

Of him fo lately promis’d to thy aid,

‘The woman’s feed, obfcurely then foretold,

Now amplisr known thy Saviour and thy l.orp,

Latft in the clouds from Heav’n to be reveal’d 548
In glory of the Father, to diffolve '
Satan with his perverted world, then raife

From the conflagrant mafs purg’J and refin’d,,

New Heav’ns, new earth, ages of endlefs date
Founded in righteoufusfs, and pgace, and love, 550
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To bring forth fruits, joy and eternal blifs.
He ended ; and thus Adam laft reply’d.

How foon hath thy predi&ion, Seer blefs’d,

Meafur’d this traniient world, the race of time,

Till time ftand fi’d ? Beyond is all abyfs 558
Xcternity, whofe end no eye can reach;

Greatly inftru@ed 1 thall heace depart, -

Greatly in peace of thought, and have my f£ll

Of knowledgé, what this veflel can contain ;

Beyond which was my tully to afpire. 5§63
$Henceforth I learn, that to obey is belt,

And love with fear the only Gob, to walk

As in his prefence, ever to obferve

His providence, and on him fole depend, .
Merciful over all his works, with good - 565
Still overcoming evil, and by fmall .
Accomplifhing great things, by things deem’d weak
Subverting worldly ftrong and worldly wife

By fimply meek ; that-fuff’ring for truth’s fake

Is fortitude to higheft victory, : 570
And to the faithful, death the gate of life ;

'aught this by his exanuple whom I now
Acknowledge my Redeemer cver blefs’d.

To whorn thus alfo tl’ Angel lalt reply’d,

‘This having learn’d, thou hait attain’d, the fum 575
Of wifdon ; hope no high’er, though ali the ftars
T'hou know’ft by name, and all th’ ethereal pcw’rs,
All {ccrets of the deep, all Natare’s works,

Or works of Gop in Heav’n, air, earth, or fea,

And all the riches of this world erjoy’d’[t, 580
And all the rule, one empire; oaly add

Deeds to thy knowledge anfwerable, add faith,

Add virtue, patience, temperance, add love,

By name to come call’d charity, the foul

Of all the reft : then wilt thou not be loath ¢85
‘T'o leave this Paradife, but {halt poffels ‘
A Paradife within thee, happier far;

Let us defcerd now therefire from this top

Of fpeculation ; for the hour precife

Exads our parting hence ; and fee the guards, 590
By re incumy’d oa yondor W, exped
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Their motion, at whofe front a flaming {word,

In fignal of remove, wave fiercely round ;

We may no longer ftay : go, waken Eves..

Her alfo I with gentle dreams have calm’d 59§

Portending good, and ali-her {p’rits compos’d

‘T'o meek {fubmiflion : thou at feafon fit

Let her with thee partake what thou haft heard,

Chiefly what may concern her faith to know,

The great deliv’rance by her feed to come 6co

{For by the woman’s feed) on all mankind s,

‘That ye may live, which will he many days,

Both in ore faith unanimous though fad,

With caufe for evils patt, yet much more cheard

With meditation on the happy end. 6cs
He ended ; and they both defcend the hill 3

Defcended, Adam to the bow’r where Lve

Lay fleeping ran before, but found her wak’d s -

And thus with words not fad fhe him receiv’d. )
Whence thou return’ft; and whither went’ft, I know;

For Gon is alfo’ in {leep, and dreams advife, 611

Which he hath fent propitious fome great good

Prefaging, fince with forrow” and heart’s difirefs

Wearied I fcll 2fleep ; but now lead onj;

" In me is no delay ; with thee to go, 615

1s to ftay here; without thee here to ftay,

Is to go hence unwilling ; thou to me .

Art all things under Heav’n, all places thou,

Who for my wiiful crime art banifh’d hence.

This further confolation yet fecure 6:0

I carry hence; though ail by me is loft,

Such favour | unworthy am vouchfzf’d,

By me the promis’d feed fhall all reftore.
So fpake our mother Eve; and Adam heard

Well pleas’d, but anfwer’d not ; for now too righ 62 s

Th’ Arch-angel ftood, and from the other hill

To their fix’d Ration, all in bright array,

The Cherubim defcended ; on the ground

Gliding meteorous, as ev’ning-milt

Ris’n from a river o’er the marifh glides, 633

And gathers grouad falt at the lab’rer’s heel
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Homeward returning. High in front advanc’d,

. The brandifh’d {word of Gon before them:blaz’d
Fierce as a comet ; which with torrid heat,

And vapour as the Lybian air aduft, 635
Began to parch that temp’rate clime ; whereat

In cither hand the haft’ning Angel caught

Our ling’ring parents, and to th’ eaftern gate

Led them direc, and down the cliff as faft

To the fubjected plain ; then difappear’d. . 640
Then looking back, all th’ caftern fide beheld

Of Paradife, fo late their happy feat, !

Wav’d over by that flaming brand, the gate

With dreadful faces throng’d and fiery arms :

Some natural tears they dropt, but wip’d them foon ;
The world was all before them, where to choofe 646
Their place of reft, and Providence their guide :
They hand in hand, with wand’ring fteps und flow,
Through Eden took their folitary way.

FINTIS
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