

















PREFACE.

HAviNG read in the earliest portion of my life
the small part of Mr. Hals’ Parochial History pub-
lished about the year 1750, I entertained from that
time a strong desire for seeing the remainder also
in print; this desire grew up with my years, in-
creased perhaps by an understanding that the
manuscript had disappeared, no one seemed to
know in what way, and that it might possibly have
been destroyed.

At last, the manuscript was recovered by the
most justly celebrated Mr. Whitaker, from a book-
seller at Exeter, who had retained the papers as a
pledge for some debt; from Mr. Whitaker they
have come to his son-in-law Richard Taunton,
Esq. M.D. who has with great liberality placed
them in my hands; mutilated, however, as to the
histories of several parishes, from want of care and
of attention on the part of the individual holding
them as a deposit, although he must have deemed
them to be of pecuniary value.

Mr. Tonkin’s papers were preserved by his niece
Miss Fosse, who died more than fifty years ago,
at a place that may now be termed, without of-
fence, the village of Michell. This lady must have
been the last of Mr. Tonkin’s near relations; for,
although the property left at her decease could
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not have amounted to anything of importance,
the funeral was attended by many scores of per-
sons, claiming shares of whatever could be found.
Under such circumstances every moveable was
soon converted into money, and the manuscript
of the Parochial History, complete as Mr. Tonkin
left it, got into the possession of Lord Dunstan-
ville, by whom it was instantly offered to me, on
my preparing to edit the Parochial History of Mr.
Hals. And as Mr. Tonkin copied largely from
Mr. Hals, many of the lost parishes are at least
partially supplied.

The late Mr. Lysons got possession of a beauti-
fully transcribed copy of the whole that remains
of Mr. Hals’ Parochial History; this was purchased
at the sale of his books by the Earl of Aylesford,
who without any personal acquaintance whatever,
has had the liberality to allow me the use of this
splendid folio volume, during the whole time of my
work passing through the press.

Mr. Gregor has supplied me with an original
copy of the last Heraldic Visitation of Cornwall;
and to Doctor Boase I am indebted for a geological
description of every parish.

Previously to my taking this task on myself, I
endeavoured to preserve the works of Mr. Hals
and Mr. Tonkin for the public, by the more easy
expedient of advancing money in aid of the pub-
lication; but not having obtained success, 1 at
last adventured on what is now done, little aware,
however, of the pains, and time, required for editing
the histories of more than two hundred parishes ;
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although I have to a considerable extent relieved
myself from the most irksome duty of correcting
the press, by obtaining the assistance of Messrs.
Nichols and Son, on the condition of their taking,
what is very unlikely to accrue, any profit arising
from the publication, and my sustaining, the more
probable alternative, all the loss.

Mr. Hals’ work is given without alteration,
except considerable omissions of long histories,
from the Bollandists and other writers of legends,
relative to obscure Saints, little known, or deserv-
ing of being known; and in many cases owing
their supposed connection with Cornwall, entirely
to the writer’s imagination ; and in the opposite
extreme, of the lives of personages most worthy of
being preserved and studied in general history, of
Apostles, of Emperors of Rome, and Kings, but
quite as irrelevant as the former, to a History
of Cornwall.

I have been also unable to retain the greater
part of the derivations assigned to the names of
manors, families, or places ; they are generally re-
ferred to some word of a similar sound in modern
English, after a manner scarcely less ludicrous
than the mock etymologies of Dr. Swift.

Lastly, I have omitted various anecdotes, con-
taining simple scandal, without any thing illustra-
tive of the age or country.

Other anecdotes of a public nature are retained;
on a conviction that events long passed by, and
incapable from their very nature of being sup-
pressed, neither will, nor ought to excite any un-
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pleasing feeling in the minds of those who may be
directly or collaterally descended from the persons
to whom they relate.

I have not throughout the whole work inten-
tionally used a single expression disrespectful to
any one, nor have I retained from either of the
manuscripts, nor added of my own one new anec-
dote or tale capable by possibility of giving the
least pain.

If an expression should be found, which in the
opinion of any individual is at variance with these
assertinos, I beg permission to apologize before I
am accused, and to declare that the fault has been
involuntary, and that I am not aware, at this
instant, of any such fault existing.

Mr. Tonkin has mainly copied from Mr. Hals,
and these portions of course have not been
printed over again ; but all his additions are pre-
served, with the greater part of his derivations,
apparently much more accurate than those they
are intended to confute.

Here it would have been wise, certainly it would
have been prudent, for me to have concluded the
work ; but having acquired, through the course of
a long life, the knowledge of many incidents,
which, although of little general importance, may
amuse persons taking an interest even in trifles
connected with their immediate neighbourhoods,
I have been induced to add under each parish,
such matters as happened to occur to my re-
collection ; using also in many cases the informa-
tion drawn by Mr. Lysons from sources accessible
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only to himself, in consequence of his situation in
the Tower.

I have further had recourse to the works treat-
ing on monasteries and religious establishments ;
but without considering myself bound or pledged
to make out a complete history in any case, either
by researches into documents not in my possession,
or, still less, (at my time of life and distant resi-
dence) by investigations on the spot.

This part of the work will be found very un-
equally executed; but it was never intended to be
otherwise.

At the end of each parish I have added the
common statistics :—the number of acres from
the measurement of Mr. Hitchins; the value of
the real property ; the account of poor rate, and
of the population at the four periods of numeration,
from the Parliamentary Returns. And through
the great kindness and liberality of Doctor Boase,
I have been enabled to subjoin to these the geo-
logy of each parish, deduced from an actual survey
in person of the whole county, by that very intelli-
gent and experienced geologist, chemist, and phy-
siologist.

And here it may be right to observe, that, as
the formations are not merely similar, but identi-
cal, over many contiguous parishes, and again in
parishes disjoined from each other, the plan of re-
ferring from one to another became indispensable,
to avoid repetition after repetition, and adding,
without any utility, to the size of the work.

In the form of Appendices will be found several
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matters relative to Cornwall, either not previously
in print, or that cannot be obtained separately
from large works, of which they form a part.

Mr. Scawen’s Works, so far as they are con-
tained in the Bodleian Library.

Leland’s Itinerary.

Drayton’s Polyolbion.

The Transcript of a Manuscript from the British
Museum ; proving, I believe, that even Mr. Whita-
ker, one without doubt among our most able and
learned antiquaries, may be mistaken on a subject
connected with the objects of his peculiar research.

There will be also some miscellaneous matters,
and among them an Index to Mr. Carew’s History ;
an addition greatly demanded also by another work,
which would then become the most useful Corpus
Historicum relating to our county.

There are several other manuscripts of Mr.
Tonkin, chiefly copies from Mr. Hals of pedigrees,
&c. but these I have not touched. And I have
purposely abstained from every general topic re-
lating to the county at large, as these have been
amply diseussed by our various historians.

The first in order of time, the most interesting
and most entertaining, is Mr. Carew.

This work was first published in 1602, a second
edition came out in 1723, and a third, chiefly
through the exertions of the late Mr. John Price
of Penzance, in 1769. But the edition far exceeding
all the others, with highly valuable additions, and
with copious notes, was given to the public in
1811 by the late Lord Dunstanville, in one vol. 4to,
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457 pages, with an excellent engraving of the
author, from a picture at Anthony.

Mr. Ricuarp CAREW was of a very ancient and
respectable family ; he inherited Anthony from a
long line of ancestors, and has transmitted it to
his descendants.

Wood says, in the Athenz Oxonienses, that he
was born in the year 1555, became a gentleman
commoner of Christ Church at a very early age,
but had his chambers in Bradgate Hall (since
Pembroke College), and that at fourteen he dis-
puted, extempore, with Sir Philip Sidney, in the
presence of several distinguished visitants to the
university.

After three years’ residence at Oxford, Mr. Ca-
rew removed to the Middle Temple, where he
passed three years more, and then went with his
uncle on an embassy to Poland.

In the year 1577 Mr. Carew married Juliana
Arundell, of Trerice, and served the office of
Sheriff in 1586. It is recorded that he was inti-
mate with most of the noted scholars of those
times, and especially with Sir Henry Spelman.

He died in November 1620, and is buried in his
parish church of Anthony, (see the epitaph, p. xxiv).

Mr. Carew’s life is given in considerable detail
as an introduction to his History of Cornwall. He
wrote and translated several other works; but
they seem not to have survived.

Soon after Mr. Carew’s History, Mr. Joun Nor-
DEN’s was composed, with the title of * Speculi
Britannie Pars. A Topographical and Historical
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Description of Cornwall, by the Perambulation,
View, and Delineation of John Norden.”

This work has been well characterized by Mr.
Tonkin, as “a mean performance, full of egre-
gious mistakes, with most defective and erroneous
maps of every hundred, yet containing several
things in it not to be met with elsewhere.”

Our next historian, but after a considerable in-
terval of time, was Mr. WILLIAM SCAWEN, a frag-
ment only of whose work is known to be extant,
and which will appear in these volumes.

He was of an ancient family, well educated, and
possessed of an ample fortune. He represented
St. German’s in Parliament, and received the ap-
pointment of Vice-Warden of the Stannaries, im-
mediately after the Restoration of King Charles
the Second.

Of Mr. Hals and Mr. Tonkin I have not any
better information than what is given by Mr. Ly-
sons. He says:

“ About the year 1685, Mr WirLriam Hals, a
gentleman of an ancient Devonshire family, which
had been some time settled at Fentongollan, in St.
Michael-Penkevill, began to make collections for a
parochial history of Cornwall, which he continued
for at least half a century; it was brought down
by him to about the year 1736. Mr. Hals died in
1739 ; his parochial history being at that time
nearly completed. About the year 1750, the pub-
lication of this work was undertaken by Mr. Andrew
Brice, then a printer at Truro, who afterwards re-
moved to Exeter, where he published an useful geo-
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graphical dictionary and other books. The account
of seventy-two parishes arranged alphabetically,
from Advent to Helston inclusive, was printed in
folio in ten numbers, which are extremely scarce.
The publication is said to have been suspended for
want of purchasers; occasioned by the scurrilous
anecdotes it contained, and reflections thrown on
some of the principal families. It is probable, how-
ever, that the inaccuracies with which it abounds,
and the tedious legends of saints to whom the
churches are dedicated, which occupy at least half
the work, would have operated more to the preju-
dice of its sale than the scandalous anecdotes
which occasionally occur, many of which had been
omitted by the editor. The most valuable part of
the work is the account of families and the de-
scent of property; but in these he is frequently
inaccurate ; and, as Dr. Borlase observes, ‘what
he says should not have too great stress laid upon
it, when it stands upon his single authority.’

“ Contemporary with Hals, as a collector of
materials for a parochial history of Cornwall, was
TaoMmAs ToNkiIN, Esq. of Trevaunance, some time
member for Helston, a gentleman of an ancient
family, who had made great progress in preparing
such a history for the press, and had completed
several parishes. Mr. Tonkin began to write his
parochial history in 1702, at which time he had
the use of Hals’s collections. Dr. Borlase seems
to have supposed that Hals’s collections were
brought down from 1702 to 1736 by Tonkin ; the
truth is, that they both brought down their collec-
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tions to that period, without any communication
with each other, which seems to have ceased soon
after the first period above-mentioned. Mr. Ton-
kin himself says, speaking of Hals in the year
1739, ¢ it is between twenty-five and thirty years
since I have seen any of his collections, and, I be-
lieve, at least twenty since I have seen him. I
am told that he has greatly improved and polished
them since that time; but as his method is quite
different from mine, and that I have some other
reasons not necessary to be mentioned for not cor-
responding with him, I can safely say, that in this
present work of mine, I have not made use of one
single line out of his compositions.” Mr. Tonkin,
in one of his MSS. dated March 27th, 1733, desires
that, ¢ if by death, or any other accident, his MSS.
should fall into other hands, they would by no
means publish them in the dress in which they
then appeared, but be pleased to new-model them
after the method followed in those few which had
received his last corrections, such as at St. Agnes,
St. Piran in the Sands, St. Michael-Penkevil,” &c.
In 1737 he had made sufficient progress in his col-
lections to enable him to put forth proposals, in
which he announced the plan of his publication.
“In the year 1739, Mr. Tonkin had completed
his MS. of the first part of his work, which was to
treat of the county of Cornwall in general; his
epistle dedicatory of that date is printed at the
beginning of Lord de Dunstanville’s edition of Ca-
rew, addressed to Sir William Carew, Bart. and
Sir John St. Aubyn, Bart. then representatives in
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Doctor WiLLiaM BorLASE more than meditated
a parochial history, having made some collections
towards it. If this design had been carried into
execution, all further attempts might have been
deemed superfluous. ‘

His Antiquities and Natural History of Corn-
wall gave ample proof of the ability, the ingenuity,
and of the diligence possessed by this excellent
man, who had the deserved good fortune of being
equally esteemed and admired, not by the neigh-
bourhood alone, but by the most learned and sci-
entific persons throughout Europe.

The Antiquities. were first published in 1754.

The second edition in 1769. ‘

The Natural History in 1758. All in quarto.

Respecting the Natural History, it may be ex-
pedient to remind the reader, that in the last edi-
tion of Chambers’s Encyclopeedia, four volumes of
the largest size, with one volume of plates, printed
in 1783, the very word Geology does not occur ;
and that some years later, chemical lectures were
publicly given on the phlogistic theory of Becher
and Stahl.

Mr. PoLwHELE has published in seven parts, be-
ginning with the date 1803, and ending with that
of 1816, making in all two quarto volumes, of
about 1200 pages, in small type, and abounding
with notes and extracts in a type still smaller, an
immense collection of matter relative to the anti-
quities, the biography, the literature, the history
military and civil, &c. of Cornwall ; arranged under
distinct heads, and enriched with prints of distin-
guished persons, with figures of ancient castles,
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churches, monuments, &c. and with views of towns,
and of romantic scenery. Onme is astonished at
the great labour bestowed on this work, and still
more so when it is recollected, that the author has
distinguished himself in every branch of elegant
literature, and most of all in that department, where
the fire of genius is believed somewhat to diminish
the aptitude for patient toil.

The next work on Cornwall deserves particular
attention on various grounds,—its extensive plan,
arrangement, and parochial history, and the situa-
tion in life of its author, Mr. C. S. GILBERT, who at
the time of his executing “ An Historical Survey of
the County of Cornwall; to which is added a com-
plete ‘Heraldry of the same, with numerous en-
gravings,” resided as a druggist in Plymouth or
Devonport; and he is said to have acquired a
knowledge of this trade by accompanying one of
those itinerant doctors in medicine, who are in the
habit of attracting customers by exhibitions little
suited to the gravity of a profound science.

Mr. Gilbert is understood to have collected in-
formation which induced him to believe, that he
might claim a descent from the Gilberts of Comp-
ton Castle; and under that persuasion he applied
himself to the study of antiquities, with genealogy,
heraldry, and every collateral science, which led
him by degrees to undertake the History of Corn-
wall, and to complete it in two quarto volumes,
usually bound in three; all which he executed
with such eagerness, zeal, and disregard of ex-
pense, as to involve him during the latter part of
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his life in considerable difficulties. For Compton
Castle, and the family from which this gentleman
thought himself derived, and which is now repre-
sented by the Reverend J. Pomeroy Gilbert, of
Bodmin, see Prince’s Worthies of Devon, p. 420,
edition of 1810.

About the same time that Mr. C. S. Gilbert’s
work appeared, another very similar to it came out
sanctioned by the names of Mr. SAMUEL DREW of
St. Austell, well known by his profound metaphy-
sical writings, and of Mr. MALAcuyY HiTcHiNs, son
of the celebrated astronomer, who, residing at St.
Hilary, three hundred miles from London, con-
ducted the Nautical Almanack from the second
year of its appearance 1768, to the conclusion of
his life in 1809, during a period of more than forty
years.

A well written and perspicuous life of Mr. Drew,
has been given to the public by his son Mr. Jacob
Halls Drew, in which many interesting particulars
are given of this distinguished writer ; together with
a fair and impartial account of his various works,
of which the most known, and perhaps the best, is
his Essay on the Human Soul. This treatise, pub-
lished in 1802, contains every argument that can
be found in the Phsedon of Plato, with additions;
and the whole is not inferior to its prototype. But
the observation of an ancient peripatetic philoso-
pher, Alexander of Appodisia, a city of Caria in
Lesser Asia, is equally applicable to both :

AN\ eort woAha rwy GvTwy, & Ty pev Ywapby exer yrwpipw-
Tarny, ayveororarny de v ovoway worep yre Komous, kae 6
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Our reason convinces us of its own separate
existence apart from matter and organization ; be-
yond that, we must submit to learn from higher
authority.

Alexander, therefore, does not go beyond the
sphere of human knowledge, when he adds of the
soul as capable of a separate existence, MpSe rnv

apxny Opyarve rwe Bwparwe wposxpnelar wpos v Al rwy
voovperwy, aA\' apkeisbac avroy avre wpos To yvwvar To voov-
pevov,

Mr. Hitchins gave several proofs of genius; but
his life was cut short at an early period.

Various descriptions and accounts of local dis-
tricts, and of particular places in Cornwall may be
found ; of these I shall mention three as by far
the best, and highly deserving of attention.

Topographical and Historical Sketches of the
Boroughs of East and West Looe, with an account
of the Natural and Artificial Curiosities and Pic-
turesque Scenery in the Neighbourhood. By Tho-
mas Bond, Esq.

Dr. Maton’s Tour; and

A Guide to the Mount’s Bay and the Land’s
End. By Dr. Paris.

As this must in all probability be the last time
of my addressing the inhabitants of my native
county through the medium of any permanent
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work, I shall so far presume as to offer a few lines
respecting myself, nearly in the words used by two
among the most distinguished of modern writers.

Since it has pleaséd Almighty God so to consti-
tute the world, that the human race should every
where increase up to the very limit of subsistence,
all countries must witness by far the greater por-
tion of their inhabitants exposed to the dangers of
privation, of poverty,and of distress, incapable of be-
ing mitigated in any way, except by the prudence,
the care, and the general good conduct of the parties
themselves; but easily and fatally susceptible of
being augmented, almost to an unlimited degree,
by the establishment of permanent charities, by
distributions in the shape of largesses, and above all,
by the greatest and most melancholy achievement
of human weakness and short-sighted folly, the
English system of poor laws, extending premiums
to idleness and improvidence, on a basis of inde-
finite relief to claimants multiplying without end.

“ My lot might have been thrown among
these; it might have been that of a savage,
or a slave: nor can I reflect without grati-
tude on the bounty of Nature, which has cast
my birth in a free and civilized country, in a
family decently endowed with the gifts of For-
tune, in an age of science and of philosophy,
where years outrun in discoveries and in improve-
ments the advances of former centuries.”

It is not for me to determine how far these ad-
vantages have been improved by myself; but at
the age of threescore years and ten, I may justly
say with the other writer alluded to—




PREFACE. 17

“The retrospect of life recalls to my view many
opportunities of good neglected, much time squan-
dered upon trifles, and more lost in idleness and
vacancy. I leave many great designs unattempted,
and many great attempts unfinished ; but, my mind
being free from the burden of any heavy crime, I
compose myself to tranquillity: I endeavour to
abstract my thoughts from hopes and cares,
which, though reason knows them to be vain, still
try to keep their old possession of my heart: I
humbly expect the hour which Nature cannot
long delay ; and with the most profound adoration
of the Divinity, I hope to possess in a better state
of existence, that happiness which here I could
not find, and that virtue which here I have been
unable to attain.”

Davies GILBERT, 1837.

POSTSCRIPT.

I HAVE to acknowledge my obligations to various
gentlemen for assistance in the progress of this
work, but especially to the following :

To RicuArD TauNTON, Esq. M.D. for his loan of
Mr Hals’s Manuseript.

To the late Right Honorable Francis Basser,
BaroN D DuNsTANVILLE, for his supplying
me with Mr. Tonkin’s Manuscript.

To HexrY S. Boasgk, Esq. M.D. for his most
liberal communication of an abstract for each

Parish, taken from an accurate and minute
b
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Geological Survey of the whole County, made
by himself.

To the Right Honorable HENEAGE FINcH, EARL
oF AYLESFORD, for his allowing me the use
of a Transcript of Mr. Hals’ Parochial History
as it now exists, formerly belonging to the
late Mr. Lysons.

To Gorpon WiLLiam Francis GREGOR, Esq.
for his supplying me with an emblazoned
copy of the last Visitation of Cornwall by the
Heralds in 1620.

To Sir HEnry Erris, K.H. F.R.S. Sec. S.A. for
the communication of his MS. additions to
Tanner’s Notitia Monastica for Cornwall.

To the Rev. Josiau ForsuaLL, M.A. F.R.S. late
Fellow of Exeter College, Oxford, and now
Keeper of the Manuscripts in the British
Museum, for his extracts from a very ancient
Manuscript relative to the See of Bodmin.

I have to acknowledge, with my best thanks, the
assistance of THoMAs HinasToN, Esq. M.D.
afforded by his arrangement of Extracts relat-
ing to Cornwall, from the Itinerary of William
of Worcester ; and by an original communica-
tion on the Etymology of Names of Places
within the county.*

The only existing Manuscript of Mr. Tonkin’s
Work having remained for some years in the pos-
session of Mr. Whitaker, he added to it various

* While this sheet is passing through the press, we have to lament the
premature decease of Dr. Hingston, at Falmouth, on the 15th July 1837.
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notes and ilustrations. frequently interlined, or
blended with the original writing, so as to render
the task difficult, in many cases, to distinguish
the one from the other. In almost every passage
of any length, Mr. Whitaker’s additions are marked
with a [W.]

Geology having pressed forward during the
present century, at a pace unexampled in other
sciences, may reasonably be expected to reach new
discoveries in comparatively short intervals of
time ; these have been reduced, however, almost
to instants in respect to Cornwall. ~After the very
able, minute, and laborious investigation made by
Doctor Boase, of every district, of every parish in
the whole county, the work of discovery would
seem to have been completed, at the least for seve-
ral years; but Mr. de la Beche came soon after-
wards into Cornwall, under the sanction of Go-
vernment, assisted by officers of the Engineers
employed on the great Trigonometrical Survey ; and
this eminent Geologist has, in consequence, been
enabled to lay down the various main lodes, the
cross courses, the elvans, &c. together with the
junctions of granite, greenstone, and killas, with
an accuracy and discrimination never before at-
tained, nor ever approximated to, except by Mr.
Richard Thomas, in his survey of the mining dis-
trict, made about twenty years ago.

Mr. De la Beche has also been enabled to deduce
several general laws observed in the direction of
cleavages, in the dip of strata, in the heaves and
slides of lodes, all of which will be detailed in an
eagerly expected volume, together with a discovery
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most unexpected. The saxa metallifera of Corn-
wall had always been supposed referable to a very
remote period of geological epochs, far anterior
to the age of organic remains; till this opinion
became shaken by the discovery of shells, or of
their impressions, in the hard schist rocks near
Tintagell : others were subsequently found more to
the south and west ; till at last Mr. De la Beche has
detected the remains of organized life adjacent to
a productive Copper Lode.

Two other eminent geologists, whom it would be
equally idle and presumptuous for me to praise,
have established the fact of a formation in the
northern parts of Cornwall and Devon, not less
unexpected than the discovery just noticed.

Professor Sedgwick and Mr. Murchison having
investigated the deep-seated rocks in Wales, and
in the adjacent districts, have finally traced the
carboniferous series under the Severn, and so far
west as the level ridge of land, extending from
near Launceston to the sea coast between St.
Gennys and Botreaux Castle, along which plane
the escarpment manifests itself in a very conspicu-
ous manner.

While these discoveries may be considered as in
progress, a Cornish gentleman, but ‘one whose
genius does honour to the nation, Mr. Robert Weare
Fox, has deduced from galvanic action on metals,
on their oxides, on their sulphurets, and on their
saline solutions in water, the only theory that has
yet accounted for the various phenomena observed
in metallic lodes; and extending still further his
investigations to the recently discovered connection
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between electric energies and terrestrial magnet-
ism, Mr. Fox has been enabled to give more than
probable reasons for the extraordinary fact of some
metals usually selecting, in all parts of the world,
lodes or fissures running nearly east and west, and
why other metals prefer rents at right angles to the
former ; and in respect to the fissures themselves,
Mr. Fox has remarked appearances inducing him
to believe that lodes of considerable breadth have
not been formed by any one great and sudden
rending of the earth ; but that, in a manner similar
to the rising or to the sinking of land, by the gra-
dual action of causes now well known to exist,
those clefts have been enlarged from time to time,
and have as frequently received additional deposits,
easily discriminated from each other.

Mr. Fox appears also to have settled beyond the
possibility of doubt, the long-agitated question
respecting the temperature of mines, by establish-
ing a general relation between increases of heat
and depth; although the ratio cannot be reduced
to any definite formula, being liable to vary with
the presence of more or less water, and with the
different conducting power of rocks, since mines
in granite and in killas differ by several degrees of
heat at the same level : yet the increase corresponds
so generally with greater descents into the earth,
that elevation of temperature, and not the expense,
nor the difficulty of exhausting water, appears
likely to oppose the final limit to the progress of
mines in depth.

In continuation of the same trains of reasoning
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and of thought, Mr. Fox has been led to investigate
the important elements of variation and dip of the
magnetic needle ; and in pursuing these inquiries,
he has invented an instrument possessed of far
greater accuracy than any one previously employed,
and which at this moment is in actual use, through
the enlightened liberality of our own and other
governments, in various and distant portions of
the globe.

Mr. Henwood is about to lay before the Public
a Work containing the results of more extensive
and scientific researches into the nature of Lodes
and Fissures, than have perhaps been ever executed
by any individual. Mr. Henwood is well known to
geologists : I shall therefore only add what I think
myself bound in duty to notice, that an original
appointment in the Stanneries, and a subsequent
promotion, have been bestowed on Mr. Henwood,
through the medium of Her Majesty’s Duchy Offi-
cers, and principally of Sir George Harrison, in
consideration of his scientific attainments, and of
his desire to render these attainments available to
the development of further inductions.

I have endeavoured to render the work cheap by
adopting the octavo form, and by abstaining from
all decoration, except a slight sketch of the Pitt
Diamond, which by raising that family into an
influential situation, has modified the fate of Eu-
rope in a degree impossible to have been contem-




PREFACE. 23

plated by the Regent Duke of Orleans, when he
purchased that bauble at the expense of an
hundred and thirty-five thousand pounds; and
excepting also the Tomb of Archbishop Tregury,
a view of Cotehele house, and the Seal of a Cor-
poration, all of which had been previously cut
on wood. I have abstained from further expense
with the view of placing my work in the hands of
as many persons in Cornwall as I possibly could,
thereby diffusing the entertainment likely to arise
from Local Anecdotes, from Provincial Occurrences,
and from Historical Events, not of sufficient gene-
ral importance for securing to themselves a place
in national records. I have caused an ample
Index to be prepared for the whole work; and
among the Appendixes will be found an Index to
the Survey of our most respected historian Mr.
Carew; and I will add as a proof of my own dis-
interestedness, that I have engaged to leave with
the Publishers all the profits, if any should arise,
reserving to myself the much more probable alter-
native of sustaining the loss.

The concluding paragraph proves the least
agreeable of my work. I am sorry to say, that the
Typographical errors far exceed my expectation.
I must entreat of all my readers to excuse them,
and to correct the Text from the too extensive
Tables of Errata. The want of early habit, dim-
ness of sight, and absence from the Press, must be
alleged on my behalf; perhaps the compositor may
plead unusual names or terms, and subjects not
rendered familiar by his ordinary practice.

DAvies GILBERT, 1837.






AN INTRODUCTION

TO

THE GEOLOGY OF CORNWALL.

By Dr. BOASE.

THE geological notices inserted in this Work,
are necessarily so brief and so unconnected, on
account of the alphabetical arrangement of the
parishes, that it is desirable that a few introduc-
tory remarks should be made that this defect may
be in some measure obviated.

Cornwall does not possess a great variety of rock
formations, being composed of primary and tran-
sition or intermediate groups, covered here and
there with deposits of gravel, sand, and clay,
which belong to the modern epoch. But this
limited range of formations is more than compen-
sated for by the great facilities which the geolo-
gist here enjoys in his investigations; the very
extended line of cliffs which deeply indent the
Cornish shores proffer numerous and instructive
sections; and the vast mining operations have
brought to light most important phenomena. In-
deed, no country of equal extent can, in these com-
bined advantages, be compared with Cornwall.

On a general view of this country, the surface

exhibits two systems of valleys; one running paral-
b 2



xxvi GEOLOGICAL INTRODUCTION

lel with the central ridge, which is highest near
Launceston, and gradually, but irregularly, de-
clines till it terminates at the Land’s End, in cliffs
about a hundred feet in height; the other inter-
secting the longitudinal valleys at right angles;
and as all the intermediate hills are more or less
rounded, the country has an undulating appear-
ance in both directions, not unaptly compared to
the waves of the sea. Through these two systems
of valleys, the rivers flow, seeking outlets into the
sea by the nearest continuous descent; sometimes
they effect this along the longitudinal, at others
through the transverse valleys, receiving tributary
streams on either hand from the lateral valleys,
or curved hollows which they intersect. But
sometimes the river is diverted in its course more
than once, in consequence of the concavity of a
cross curve rising above its level—or by that of
the other system descending below this point—by
which irregularity the stream is compelled to flow
along the more favourable drainage; thus the
Camel rises about four miles from the sea, in the
moors near Davidstow, and flows more than twenty-
five before it empties itself into the sea at Padstow.
In the hollows of these valleys the drainage is
often sufficiently obstructed to produce marshy
ground ; but seldom of such extent as to deserve
the name of a lake.

As regards the soil, on the high grounds it is
frequently very shallow and barren; but in the val-
leys it is very productive, and here and there is well
wooded, more particularly on the southern coast.
On the northern coast, in the vicinity of the sea,

R T ——
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it is very sandy, owing to the light testaceous sand
of the shore being carried inland by high winds;
in this manner no inconsiderable tracts of fertile
land have been devastated.

Let us now turn our attention to the internal
or geological structure of Cornwall. The highest
parts of the central ridge, already alluded to, are
composed of granite, which occurs in the form of
four large insulated patches, so disposed at nearly
equal distances from each other as to resemble a
chain of islands extending from Launceston to the
Land’s End, that is in the direction of N.E. and
S.W. On the same ridge, but rather parallel than
continuous thereto, is the great granitic group of
Dartmoor in Devon, the whole of which is some-
times called the Ocrynian Range.

The granitic patch of Dartmoor is by far the
most extensive, being nearly twenty miles in dia-
meter ; that of Launceston is ten miles in length
by six or seven in breadth at its widest part; and
its most elevated hills, Rough-tor and Brown-Willy,
do not much exceed 1,300 feet in height. The
granitic rocks of this patch, like that of Dartmoor,
are not much exposed by artificial excavations, so
that their varieties cannot be easily examined ;
the weathered blocks, which on the summit and
sides of the hills form tors and detached masses,
consist of the hard or siliceous varieties of the
common and fine-grained granites, such as have
withstood the action of the elements. One of the
most curious of these tors is the Cheese Wring,
near Liskeard, a pile of single blocks, each being
larger than the one immediately beneath. Pro-
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ceeding along the ridge towards the Land’s End,
the next, or St. Austel patch of granite will be
found, much less than the last, but more interest-
ing both in a scientific and a commercial point of
view. In addition to the kinds of granite already
noticed, it contains beds of talcose granite, or
protogine, which by its decomposition furnishes
that valuable substance china clay or kaolin, many
thousand tons of which are annually exported for
the potteries. The third, or Redruth patch of gra-
nite, affords many varieties of this rock, and has
been well explored by numerous mines which have
been productive in both tin and copper ores,
affording also to the mineralogist a great variety
of rare specimens. But the fourth, or Land’s End
granite, is by far the most important to the geolo-
gist, for the land becoming here very narrow, the
sea has produced cliff-sections, both in the granite,
and also at its point of junction with the slate, ex-
hibiting many interesting phenomena. Among
these, the veins of granite in the slate are beauti-
fully displayed, and have long been a great attrac-
tion to geologists ; but the modes in which these
rocks meet and unite, are not less deserving of
notice. But for a detailed description of these
curious facts, the reader may be referred to my
“ Treatise on Primary Geology.”

Besides these four principal patches of granite,
there are four others: 1st. that of Kitt Hill, near
Callington ; 2nd. that of Tregonning and Godol-
phin, near Helston ; 3d. that of Cligga Point, near
St. Agnes ; and lastly, that of the celebrated St.
Michael’s Mount. The two first are of some size,
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and at the surface are both subdivided near the
middle, by the overlapping of the slate: the other
two are small, but very interesting to the geolo-
gist.

It is worthy of remark that the fertility of these
granitic groups gradually increases as they dimi-
nish in elevation ; and itis a curious but not sur-
prising coincidence, that the number of parish
churches thereon follows the same order :—thus on
the eastern and most extensive tract of granite,
near Launceston, there is only one church; on
the next there are three; on the Redruth patch
six; and on the Land’s End granite no less than
nine, within a space considerably less than that of
the eastern tract.

Each of these insulated groups of granite is sur~
rounded by schistose rocks, the layers of which,
on all sides, incline from the granite at various
angles, from 20° to 40°. Although these groups
are thus separated from each other by the slate
at the surface, yet it is the general opinion that
they gradually approach beneath, until they are
all united into one and the same mass—the inter-
mediate hollow spaces (the valleys, as it were, be-
tween the granitic mountains) being occupied by
the slate. It might, however, be maintained that
the granite is imbedded in the slate, in large
rounded masses, which would also account for the
former rock underlying the other, within the
limits of mining operations: and such an opinion
would derive some support from the fact, that
small insulated masses of granite in the slate are
not of unfrequent occurrence.
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The slate formation consists of two very distinet
groups, when the most characteristic rocks are
alone regarded; but it is not easy to trace the
boundary between them, as the contiguous rocks
appear to pass gradually into each other. These
groups have one character in common: viz. that
they consist of several distinet kinds of rocks, each
genus of which respectively may be subdivided
into schistose and compact rocks; the latter are
imbedded in the former—are more crystalline—
and often contain clusters of their constituent
minerals : so that the complicated composition of
these rocks is made known by Nature’s own
analysis.

The group next the granite is primary, the more
remote one is ¢ransition, or as they are termed in
the following pages the porphyritic and calcareous
series of the slate formation. The series next the
granite is characterised by its beds of porphyry,
and by its abounding in veins of tin and copper
ores; the other series by the frequent occurrence
of calcareous spar and strata of limestone, with
occasional organic remains, and by its being spar-
ingly metalliferous, containing no tin-ore, but
being productive of lead and antimony. It is
within the last series that the magnesian or ser-
pentine rocks occur, and which in the Lizard dis-
trict are developed to a large extent, forming one
of the most interesting geological features of
Cornwall. Those who are desirous of more in-
formation concerning this slate formation, will find
a copious account in the fourth volume of the
Transactions of the Geological Society of Corn-
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wall. It is there proposed to give these rocks,
whenever they possess well-marked -characters,
distinct names, and not to refer a great variety of
rocks to the vague and indefinite genera of clay-
slate and greywacké. An accurate and more ex-
tended nomenclature would have rendered the fol-
lowing notices much more intelligible.

In describing the general features of Cornwall,
we must not omit to mention the metalliferous
veins—the great source of its commercial pros-
perity—and the channel through which much cu-
rious information has been obtained, concerning
the structure of the earth. These veins traverse
indifferently both the granite and the slate, but
are most abundant in the latter rock, in the vici-
nity of the granite. The general direction of the
tin and copper veins (or lodes, as they are provin-
cially called) is nearly E.N.E. and W.S.W_, and they
are crossed by another system of veins, nearly at
right angles, which are not commonly metal-
liferous, and when they do contain ores these are
often of lead, antimony, silver, and other metals.
This is not however a general rule, for in the pa-
rish of St. Just, Penwith, the tin and copper ores
occur in the cross veins. The course of the veins
isnot straight, but they are always more or less un-
dulating, both in their direction and in their dip or
underlie.  Various interesting phenomena result
from their meeting with and intersecting each
other, known to the miner under the names of
heaves, throws, and slides. 'This subject is replete
with curious facts, but would require considerable
space for their enumeration; the reader must
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therefore be again referred to the work already
alluded to on “ Primary Geology.”

Before concluding this brief sketch, a few words
must be said on the beds of clay, sand, and gravel
which cover the low grounds, both on the granite
and on the slate. These may be resolved into two
kinds : 1st. those resulting from the decomposition
of the rocks, and which are in their original posi-
tion ; and 2d. those which are not in sitw, afford-
ing by their appearance, composition, and position,
evidence of their having been transported. These
deposits belong to three distinct periods, and. al-
ternate with terrestrial and marine remains, ac-
cording to their situation in respect to the sea-
level at their respective epochs. Each of these
transports was accompanied, or followed by, a
change in the sea-level : the last corresponds with
that now existing; the previous one, by the ele-
vated ancient beaches, indicates that the sea was
about fifty feet above its present level; and the
earliest transport, being covered with sub-marine
forests, shows that the sea was at that epoch at
least fifty feet lower than it now is. (See 4th vol.
Geol. Trans. of Cornwall, p. 466, et seq.) In the
lowest or oldest deposit the tin-ore (stream-tin) is
found in the form of sand and gravel mixed with
earthy substances: it affords the purest kind of
tin, known in the market by the name of grain-
tin ; and appears to be the source from which the
ancients derived all their tin. The notices under
each parish will furnish more particulars concern-
ing these interesting deposits.







ERRATA.

P. 290, line 6 and 7 from foot, for Juest and Jeast, read Tuest and Teast.
P. 313, line 2, for Bavi, read Bari.

P. 319, line 9, for seers, read peers.

P. 339, line 19, for Glanville, read Grenville.

VOLUME III.

P. 30, line 20, for towers, read tors.

P. 55, line 12, for scale, read scales.

P. 85, line 7 from the foot, for thus, read then.
P. 86, line 10, for Whilstone, read Whitstone.
P. 87, lines 14 and 18, for Perkin, read Parkin. G
P. 88, line 16, for Heckens, read Hechins.

P. 91, line 7, for Heckins, read Hechins.

P. 136, last line, for Modford, read Madford.
P. 138, lines 28, 29, dele the present rector.

P. 178, line 15, for St. Ives, read St. Ive.

P. 230, line 21, for eria, read erica.

P. 307, line 22, for Episcopus, read Episcopi.
P. 350, line 27, for Troad, read Trood.

P. 461, line 7, for Coat, read Cock.

VOLUME 1IV.

P. 36, line 10, for Polbenro, read Polperro.

P. 41, line 10, read Horningcote.

P. 44, line 2 from bottom, for Mr. read Mrs.

P. 45, line 2, for Dinnavale, read Dellabole; line 6, for Treveares, read
Treveans ; line 14, for brother, read brothers.

P. 46, line 19, for an entire, read a complete.

P. 54, line 7 from foot, affer ccclesiastical, read and Duchy.

P. 67, line 19, read from whom 1t has descended.

P. 74, line 11, for Ballivor, read Ballivo.

P. 93, line 20, for he, read she.

P. 114, line 6 from foot, for Trevilyan, read Tresilyan.

P. 138, line 17, for bold, read bald.

P. 139, line 14, dele (S. T.)

P. 161, add to the note, and the name should be Trewren.
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HISTORY

OF THE

PARISHES OF CORNWALL.

ADVENT, arLias ST. ANNE.

HALS.

ADVENT is situate in the hundred of Les-newith, i. e.
new breadth, extent, or division.* It hath upon the north
Lantegles; east, Altar Nun and St. Cloather; south,
Brewer ; west, Michaelstow. lIn the Domesday (Roll
or) Tax, 2d of Will. I. 1068, this district was rated either
under the names of Tegleston or Helleston, manors
contiguous therewith.

For the modern appellations of this parish, they were
taken from the church after its erection and consecra-
tion (which goes in presentation and consolidation with
Lanteglos), and is called Advent, from Advent Sunday,
(on which probably it was consecrated and dedicated to
God, in the name of St. Anne, by the Bishop of Exon,)
viz. the nearest to the feast of St. Andrew, and refers to
the coming of Christ,—Advent pro adveniant, coming.

This church is consolidated in Lanteglos, and goes
in presentation with it; the patronage in the Duke of
Cornwall, who endowed it.-

This parish of Advent alias St. Anne was rated at the
4s. per pound land tax,} ann. Dom. 1696; at which time
the author of this work, with other commissioners at Bod-
min, settled the respective charges or sums upon all the
parishes or towns in Cornwall for all future ages.

% See Mr. Whitaker’s remark on this etymology, hereafter underthe parish of
Lesnewth.
t Jewell contra Harding, p. 582, t In the Exchequer 612 17s.
B
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TONKIN.

The right name of this parish is St. Alhawyn, by abbre-
viation Advent. ,

The place of chief note in this parish is Trethym. In
the time of the Usurpation, Sir Henry Rolle, of Honi-
ton, retired here, as being a pleasant seat (especially in
summer) for hunting; and soon after it was the seat, by
lease from him, of Matthew Vivian, Gent. a younger bro-
ther of John Vivian, Esq. of Truan, and as noted a cavalier
as his brother was a partisan on the other side. Mr. Mat-
thew Vivian had several daughters, one of whom being the
first wife of Beale, of St. Teath, brought him this
barton, which he gave to her eldest son, Matthew Beale,
Gent, whose widow now enjoys it (1715): of whom see
more in St. Teath. [From them it passed to the Gwat-
kins, by which family it was held until the year 1814,
when it was sold by Robert Lovell Gwatkin, Esq. to Mr.
Allen Searell. Hitchins.)

WHITAKER.

Ridiculing the etymology of Advent suggested by
Hals, Mr. Whitaker says, “ The appellation is merely
personal, and that of the church’s saint,” Adwen. This
was one of a numerous family of saints, whose history,
as they have left their names to several parishes and
churches in Cornwall, it may be desirable to detail in
this place, as itis quoted by Leland from the Life of St.
Nectan, who was the eldest brother. ¢ Brechan, a petty
king of Wales, from whom the district of Brocchanoc
(Brecknock) derived its name, had by his wife Gladwise
twenty-four sons and daughters, whose names were:
Nectan, John (or Ivan), Endelient, Menfre, Dilic;
Tedda, Maben, Wencu, Wensent; Merewenna, Wenna,
Juliana, Yse; Morwenna, Wymp, Wenheder, Cleder,
Keri; Jona, Kananc (or Lalant), Kerhender, Adwen,
Helie, Tamalanc. All these sons and daughters were
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afterwards saints, martyrs, or confessors, leading the life
of hermits in Devon and Cornwall.” The same story is
related by Giraldus Cambrensis and William of Worces-
ter. Whitaker’s Cathedral, vol. 11. pp.91, 98.

LYSONS.

Advent contains the small villages of Treclogoe or
Trelogoe, Pencarow, and Tresinny. Most of the estates
in this parish are parcel of the duchy of Cornwall, being
held as free and customary lands of the manor of Hel-
ston in Trigg. The manor of Trelagoe, Treclegoe, or
Trenelgoe, after having been for some descents in the
family of Phillipps, was bequeathed by the late Rev.
William Phillipps, Rector of Lanteglos and Advent, to
his nephew John Phillipps Carpenter, of Tavistock, Esq.
whose son is the present proprietor.

THE EDITOR.

Advent contains 2,844 statute acres.
Annual value of the real property, asre- £. s d.
turned to Parliament in 1815 . . . 1,306 0 O
ROMBRATEsH NNIBLS . .ipeieih .. 1151 0
: in 1801, | in 1811, | in 1821, | in 1831,
Popu]atlon,{ 170 l 219 229 244.

or 433 per cent. increase in thirty years.

GEOLOGY, BY DR. BOASE.

The eastern part of this parish consists of granite,
forming a portion of an extensive group of this rock,
in which are situated Roughtor and Brown Willy, the
highest hills in Cornwall. This granite is of the or-
dinary kind, large grained, and often porphyritic. It
contains beds of fine-grained rocks, in some of which
crystalline felspar, quartz, and mica, constitute the
entire mass; but in others these minerals are embedded
in a basis of compact, orrather of granular felspar, which
is itself apparently a compound of felspar and quartz.

B2
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The junction of the granite with slate is concealed
by a large track of marsh and bog; adjoining to which
is a dreary waste of common, resting on an irregular
bed of quartzose gravel, derived from the granite hills,
and evidently of diluvial origin. This eastern part
is sterile, merely affording a scanty subsistence to
cattle during the summer. The remainder of the parish
is composed of felspar and hornblend rocks, traversed
here and there by courses of granitic elvan, a rock in
every respect similar to that occurring in the granite.
One of these courses may be seen by the road side near
the rivulet of Pencarrow. Here the country is wooded
and culiivated, exhibiting some picturesque scenes of
hill and dale; so characteristic of the hornblend rock
near granite.

ST. AGNES.

HALS.

St. Agnes is situate in the hundred of Pyder.

At the time of the Conqueror’s tax there was no
such parish or district as Saint Agnes; but the same
passed in rates under the jurisdiction of the Earl of
Cornwall’s manor, now Duchy, of Twarnhayle; toge-
ther with Peransand: which now parish of St. Agnes
was taxed to the four shillings in the pound land-tax,
9th William and Mary, 1696, 1377 5s.

The present church of St. Agnes was of old only a
small free chapel dedicated to her, without endowment,
till the same was augmented and rebuilt, of three roofs,
as it now stands, by charitable collections, and the pro-
per charge and cost of the inhabitants thereof, in 1484;
consecrated and dedicated to the honour of Almighty



ST. AGNES. 5

God, in the name of St. Agnes, as a daughter church
to Peransand, by Dr. Peter Courtenay, then Bishop
of Exon.*

St. Agnes was a Roman by birth, anno Dom. 285
descended of noble ancestors, and being beautiful of
body and mind, at 13 years of age was courted in mar-
riage by the son of Sempronius, then governor of Rome;
but because he was no Christian she utterly refused his
address, who complained thereof to his father; that im-
mediately he sent for Agnes, and renewed the proposals
of marriage made to her by his son, making larger offers
for her advantage, which altogether proving ineffec-
tual, Sempronius asked her whether she would adore and
sacrifice to the Roman gods, and abandon the supersti-
tion of the Christians, but she, proving constant to her
religion, utterly refused to do that also; whereupon she
was committed to prison, from thence, after much hard
durance, sent among persons of ill fame, where her in-
nocence and purity were miraculously preserved, till at
length, by the Governor’s order, she was committed to
the flames, whichimmediately parted asunder, and did her
no harm; whereupon the Governor, and Auspitius his
agent, commanded her to be taken out of the fire, and
forthwith to be beheaded by the common hangman, 20
January, anno Dom. 304, in the latter end of the reign
of Dioclesian, or in the beginning of Constantius and
Galerius. St. Ambrose wrote her life. St. Isidore, St.
Augustine, Demetrius, and Prudentius, with Aloysy
Lessomanus, Bishop of Seville, have all written very
commendable things of her. In the glass windows of
this church I remember to have seen written the remains
of a broken inscription,—*in carcere serat Agnes,”—
referring, I suppose, to her sowing or preaching the Word

* It appears, however, by Mr. Tonkin’s notes, that St. Agnes was deemed a
distinet parish, and had a parochial chapel in it, so early as the year1396. A
licence to build a new chapel was dated Oct. 1, 1482. Lysons.
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in the prison, jail, or hold, to which she was confined
as aforesaid. The parish feast is holden on the Sunday
following St. Agnes’ Day.

In this parish stands Carne Bury-anacht, or Bury-
anack, synonymous words, only varied by the dialect;
id est, the still, quiet, spar-stone grave, or burying-
place, where, suitable to the name, on the natural, re-
mote, lofty circumstances thereof, stand three spar-
stone tumuli, consisting of a vast number of those
stones, great and small, piled up together, in memory
of some one notable human creature before the 6th cen-
tuary interred there.

This is that well-known place called St. Agnes’ Ball,
that is to say, St. Agnes’ pestis, or plague, so named
from the hard, deep, and dangerous labour of the tin-
ners there, out of which mountain hath been digged up,
for at least 150 years’ space, about ten thousand pounds
worth of tin per annum; which keeps daily employed
about the same 1,000 persons, who for the most part
spend their time in hard and dangerous labours as afore
said, in order to get a poor livelihood for themselves and
families, in the pursuit of which, here and in other
places, many of those poor men yearly by sad accidents
lose their lives.

The natural circumstances of this Ball is a subject as
worthy the consideration of the most sage virtuosos, or
natural philosophers; for, though it be a stupendous
and amazing high mountain, abutting upon the Irish
sea, or St. George’s Channel, rising pyramidally from
the same at least 90 fathom above the sea and contigu-
ous lands, yet on the top thereof, under those spar-stone
graves, or burying-places, is discovered by the tinners,
five foot deep, good arable land or earth; under that,
for six foot deep, is found a fine sort of white and yel-
low clay, of which tobacco-pipes have been made;
beneath this clay is a laying of sea-sand and nice totty-
stones. Two or three hundred fathoms from the sea,
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and about eighty fathoms above it, under this sand, is to
be seen for about five foot deep, nothing but such totty-
stones as are usually washed on the sea-shore, and in
many of them grains of tin. Under those stones the
soil or matter of the earth, for five or six feet deep, is
nothing to be seen but carne-tyer, id est, spar-stone land
or earth, under which spar-stone earth appears the firm
rock, through which tin-loads are wrought or pursued
by the tinners fifty, sixty, and seventy fathoms deep.
This Ball, or lands containing this diversified matter or
soil, contains about eighty acres in circumference ;
which amuseth most men how the earth, clay, sand,
totty-stones, or spar-stone land, should yet be so high
above the solid rocks to the top of this mountain, un-
less Noah’s flood was universal, and reached to this
island, as the labouring tinners believe and tell us.
More sure I am, from ocular demonstration, that a
quantity of the white sort of sand in this Ball, or hill,
washed in a stream or river of clear water, will instantly
turn the same water into a milk-white colour, and not
to be discerned from milk, as long as you continue to
pour the said sand into the river; but this is to be un-
derstood only of such clean white sand as is made use
of and prepared for writing sand-boxes.

The manor of Mithi-an, i. e. of whey, a notable
grange for cows and milk (otherwise, if the name be
compounded of my-thyan, Saxon, my servant or vil-
lain by inheritance) was formerly the lands of Winslade
of Tregarick, in Tlint, an hereditary esquire of the
white spur, who forfeited the same, with much other
lands, by attainder of treason, tempore Edward VIL.; so
that that King or Queen Mary gave those lands to Sir
Reginald Mohun, of Hall, knight, or his father, who
settled them upon his younger son, by which convey-
ance it lineally descended to my very kind friend William
Mohun, of Tenervike, Esq. now in possession thereof.
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In this manor is an ancient free chapel, now con-
verted to a dwelling-house, wherein God was duly
worshipped in former ages by the tenants thereof.
[William Mohun, Esq. the last heir male of this family,
bequeathed this estate to his wife Sibella, (who was after-
wards married to John Derbyshire Birkhead, Esq.) and
his sister, Mrs. Elizabeth Prowse. Sir Christopher Haw-
kins, Bart., who is the present proprietor of the whole,
bought it in 1777 ; one moiety of Mr. Birkhead, and the
other of Matthew Grylls, brother and heir of Robert
Grylls, who had purchased it in 1758 of the devisees of
Mrs. Prowse. Lysons.]

Treu-ellis, i. e. the son-in-law by the wife’s town;
otherwise, if the word be compounded of Tre-vell-es, it
signifies the well or spring of water town; is the dwel-
ling of Michael Crocker, Gent. that married Gwynn,
and giveth for his arms, Argent, a chevron engrailed
Gules between three crows Proper, originally descended
from the Crockers of [reland. Croker, after the English
Saxon, is a crock-maker or seller. [It belonged after-
wards to Mr. Joseph Donnithorne,* and is now the pro-
perty of Mr. Chilcot. The mansion is occupied as a
farm-house. Lysons.]

Tre-vaw-nanes, i. e. the town of the boys’ valley,
alias Tre-vawn-nanes, i. e. the town of the fanning
or vawning valley; where continually great numbers
of boys, or human youths, are employed about wash-
ing, cleansing, or vanning tin in the rivulets
thereof, is the dwelling of Thomas Tonkin, Esq. that
married Kempe, his father Vincent, his grandfather
Bawden, his great-grandfather Guye; and giveth for

* This gentleman was the lessee of the great mine before described. Bor-
lase says, ¢ It is judged that the late Mr. Donnithorue, who had the whole
adventure, and worked it at his own expense, in a few years last past got at
least 40,000!. clear by this mine, and much more he might have raised yearly
if he pleased.”

J
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his arms, by virtue of a late record taken forth of the
College of Arms tempore William III. in a field Sable,
an eagle displayed Or. The name Tonkin, alias Tank-
in, synonymous words, signifies a person or thing in the
tank or tonk, viz. an artificial cistern, pool, pond, or
fountain of water.

TONKIN.

This being the first parish in the hundred of Pider, I
take the opportunity of stating my opinion, that the
name clearly imports the fourth, — Perwith, Kesrier,
Powder, and Pider, all of which meet in one point, where
the four parishes of Redruth, Gwennap, Kenwyn, and
St. Agnes, actually touch ; and the spot is called Kyvere
Ankou, the place of death, on account of the frequent
burial there of felones de se, or persons who have de-
stroyed themselves.

Trevannence I believe to mean the town in a valley
of springs. This barton has belonged to my family
upwards of five hundred years, so that we have used the
name de Trevannence, by customary inheritance of the
manor of Tywarnhails. But in 1559 Henry Earl of
Rutland, then Lord of the Manor, sold the fee of his
right in Trevannence to Richard Carne the younger,
of Camborne, Gent. who reconveyed it the same year to
John Jeffry ; and he conveyed it, in 1593, to Thomas
Tonkin.

[This estate was the property and the seat of Tho-
mas Tonkin, of Trevaunance, Esq. who made large
collections for a parochial History of Cornwall. Mr.
Tonkin enjoyed his estate but a few years; he died in
1742. His two sons, who did not long survive him, suc-
cessively inherited his estates, which, after their death,
were for a while in the possession of Thomas Heyes,
Esq. who married the daughter and heir of his son
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James, but left no issue; the only child of his daughter,
who married Foss, having died unmarried, they de-
scended to the representatives of the three daughters of
Thomas Tonkin, who died in 1672; which daughters
had married into the families of Jago, Cornish, and Ley.
Mr. John Jago, and Mr. Hugh Ley, the immediate de-
scendants of two of the daughters, are now possessed of
two thirds of the manor of Trevaunance, and of such
portion of the manor of Lambourn as extends into this
parish, and was part of the Tonkin estate (except some
lands sold to J. Thomas, Esq. of Chiverton). The other
third part has been subdivided. Mr. Thomas has one
half of it by purchase, the other is divided between Mr.
Geach, a descendant of the family of Cornish, and Mr.
Paul Clerk.* Trevaunance House was taken down afew
years after the death of Mr. Tonkin; there is now a
cottage on its site. Lysons.]

The above-named Richard Carne gave for his arms
(as appears by his seal) a pelican in her nest, with
wings displayed, feeding her young ones, which coat is
still to be seen in Trevannence seats, and in the roof of
St. Agnes’ church. He was descended from the Carnes
of Glamorganshire, in Wales, who derive their pedigree
from Ithal, King of Gwent, whose direct ancestor was
Belimaur, the father of Cassibelan; which Carne settled
in Cornwall, as we have it by tradition, upon his ances-
tor’s marriage with the heiress of Tresilian, of Tresilian
in the parish of Newlyn.

Westward of Breanis riseth with a gentle ascent the
great hill commonly called St. Agnes’ Beacon; formerly
Carne Breanic. On the top are three stone barrows; to
the westward of the one now used for a beacon, are
visible remains of a small square fortification.

This parish is of a large extent, but for the most part
barren, with abundance of wortzel and downs; but

* For the latter name Hitchins substitutes Thomas Warren, Esq.and Mr.
John Tregellas, of St, Agnes.

T R m—




ST. AGNES. 11

withal very populous, and not without some parcels of
very good land, particularly from Trevannence to Per-
wennack, Tewan, Trevisick, Mewla, Meuthion; and
neither are the barren grounds the least considerable, as
producing large quantities of excellent tin, according to
the Cornish saying,

Stean San Agues an guella stean in Kernow.

(St. Agues’ tin is the best tin in Cornwall.)
As likewise in some places very good copper, with some
quarries which produce excellent stone for building ;
and some of slate for roofing, but not of the best quality.
The land lies very heathy and dry, but too much ex-
posed to the raging north-west wind for trees to thrive
on it.

From the top of the first hill a part of Devonshire
may be seen; also the North and South Seas; with
thirty-four parishes.  The Bowden or Boen Marks,
called in sea charts the Cow and Calf, lie about two miles
from the shore.

LYSONS.

An attempt was made by the Tonkin family to form a
bharbour at Trevaunance-Porth as early as the year
1682 ; it was attempted again in 1684, and, after a con-
siderable expence had been incurred, again given up.
In 1699, a third attempt was made with the assistance
of Mr. Winstanly, the celebrated engineer; the works
then constructed were destroyed by a violent storm in
1705. Mr. Tonkin, from whose notes this account was
taken, again commenced his works in 1710, at the ex-
pense of £6,000; he formed the foundation with large
masses of rock laid in hot lime made of lyas stone from
Aberddaw,in South Wales. These works having become
decayed, a jetty pier of moorstone was built about the
year 1794, at the expense of £10,000, by a company of
gentlemen, and a considerable trade in coals, lime, slate,
&e. is now carried on with Ireland and Wales. The
proprictors are enlarging the harbour, and rendering it
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more commodious and safe for shipping. A small stream
of water which rises in the manor of Tywarnhaile, turns
several stamping mills in Trevaunance Comb.

The market, for which there does not appear to be
any charter on record, has been held from time imme-
morial for all sorts of wares and provisions, except corn.
In 1706, Mr. Tonkin procured the Queen’s patent for a
weekly market and two fairs; but after the writ of ad
quod damnum had been duly executed, and the Queen’s
sign manual obtained, the grant was revoked in conse-
quence of a petition from the inhabitants of Truro. A
small market is nevertheless kept up; the market day is
Thursday. :

In adingle called Chapel-comb, was an ancient chapel
known by the name of Porth Chapel, the ruins of which
were taken down about the year 1780. Near this spot
is St. Agnes’ well, of which many miraculous stories are
told ; the water is of an excellent quality, and much es-
teemed. Hals speaks of an ancient free chapel in the
manor of Mythian, which had been made a dwelling
house. There are remains of an ancient chapel at Mola.
Nicholas Kent, of Mingoose, by his will bearing date
1688, gave for the term of 499 years a dwelling house,
divided into fcur tenements and a garden, for poor wi-
dows of this parish, and charged his lands of Mingoose
and Tereardrene with the repairs of the house; but it
does not appear that it was endowed. One of the
schools, founded by the trustees of the fund left for cha-
ritable uses by the Rev. St. John Elliot, who died in
1760, is at St. Agnes; the endowment is £5 per annum.
There is a Sunday school at St. Agnes, supported by
subscription, and numerously attended.

THE EDITOR.

" For various particulars respecting the Tonkin family
see the edition of Carew by Lord Dunstanville, vol. 1.
1811, 4to. pp. 363—357, with monumental inscriptions
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in St. Agnes church. The arms of Tonkin are noticed
in a copy of the last Heraldic Survey, communicated to
the Editor by Mr. Gregor of Trewanthenick, although a
pedigree is alone recorded in the original. Sable, an
eagle displayed Or, armed and langued Gules, a crescent
for difference. Crest, an eagle’s head erased Or. ~ Sce the
exemplification of them by Robert Cooke, Clarenceux
Roy d&’ Armes, temp. Reg. Eliza.

“ The reason of the arms being then omitted was this:
Mr. Tonkin of Trevannence, the chief representative of
their family, was more than eighty years of age in 1620, a
bed-lier, and had been blind for many years, so that he
was not able to appear himself; and, the chief business of
the Heralds at their Visitations being to put money into
their own pockets, they never registered any arms without
their fees. The ancient motto used by this family is said
1o have been:

Kenz ol tra, Tonkein! ouna Deu, Mahteror yn.
(Before all things, Tonkin! fear God, the King also.)
St. Agnes contains 6,657 statute acres.
Annuoal value of the Real Property, asre- . £. s. d.
turned to Parliament in IS15. . . . 9,929 0 0
The Poor Ratein 1831 . . . . . .1914 3 0

T in 1801, [in 1811, | in 1821, | in 1831,
OpRIALION; 3 - 416] 5024 5162 6642

Increase on an hundred in thirty years 59.63, or nearly
60 per cent.

GEOLOGY, BY DR. BOASE.

This parish is one of the great mining districts of
Cornwall, abounding in tin and copper ores, but more
particularly in the former. It differs, however, from all
the other districts, in being remote from the great cen-
tral masses of granite. This peculiarity has often at-
tracted the notice of several observers, and has long
been considered as a strange anomaly by geologists.

VOL. 1. BT
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The case is not, however, without example; for, al-
though this tract is distant from the granite both of
Redruth and of St. Dennis, yet a small mass of that
rock does not exist at Cligga Point, on the confines of the
parish. This granite has, indeed, been called by some
an elvan, and by others a secondary formation of granite,
as has been also that of St. Michael’s Mount; but, al-
though the rock is not in this place of any great extent, it
has all the mineralogical and geological characters of the
larger masses.

Large courses of granite elvan are common in the
northern part of the parish, containing short irregular
veins and bunches of tin ore. These courses are exten-
sively exposed in the cliffs, and present a singular ap-
pearance, somewhat resembling a bank of earth perfo-
rated by rabbits’ burrows, in consequence of the miners
having taken the ore wherever it has been exposed to
view.

The Beacon, a high hill near the church town of St.
Agnes, merits particular attention. The lower part is
formed of a schistose rock, composed of granular felspar
intermixed with particles of quartz and minute scales of
mica. Ascending towards the summit, the quartz gra-
dually increases in quantity, till at last it becomes the
prevailing ingredient of the rock, and preserves it against
the natural causes of decay; whilst lower down, where the
felspar abounds, the rock is extensively disintegrated. On
the side of the hill, about three or four hundred feet above
the level of the sea, is a deep deposit of diluvium, consist-
ing of alternate layers of clay and sand. To point out the
origin of these layers, and to explain the reason of their
occurrence in such an elevated situation, would require
long details. For this, and for other interesting par-
ticulars respecting the phenomena of this parish, the fourth
Volume of Transactions, published by the Geological
Society of Cornwall, may be consulted.
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St. Agnes’ Beacon was chosen as one of the principal
western stations in the great Trigonometrical Survey of
England. The position of the suminit was then deter-
mined with extreme accuracy: Latitude 50° 18’ 277,
Longitude 5° 11’ 55~7. In time 20 m. 47".7. Height
above low water 621 feet. See the Philosophical Trans-
actions for 1800, pp. 636 and 714.

ST. ALLEN.

HALS.

St. Allen is situate in the hundred of Pow-dre-ham,
id est, the hundred of the old ancient county or pro-
vince town (viz. Lestwithell), for so it is called in the
first Duke of Cornwall’s charter 1336—now contracted
and corrupted to Powder Cantred.

At the time of the Norman Conquest this district of
St. Allen was taxed under the jurisdiction of Laner or
Lanher, i. e. templer; so called, for that long before
that time was extant upon that place a chapel or
temple dedicated to God in the name of St. Martin of
Tours, the memory of which is still preserved in the
names of St. Martin’s fields and woods, heretofore per-
haps the indowments of that chapel or temple; this
Laner is still the voke lands or capital messuage of the
Bishop of Exeter’s manor of Cargoll, whereunto it was
annexed ; in which place of Lanher (formerly a wood or
forest of trees) the Bishops of Cornwall, and afterwards
the Bishops of Exon, had one of their mansion or
dwelling-houses for many ages,* till Bishop Voysey,
tempore Henry VIII. leased those manors to Clement

¥ William of Worcester describes the Bishop’s castle here as dilapidated temp.
Edw. IV,
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Throckmorton, Esq. cup-bearer to Queen Katherine
Parr, from whom it passed by sale to Williams, and so
from Williams to Borlase, by whom this mansion or
barton of Laner was left to run to utter ruin and dila-
pidation, having now nothing extant of houses but
old walls, stones, and rubbish. Out of this manor of
Lanher the Bishop of Exon endowed the church of St.
Allen with the glebe lands thereof now in being, and the
sheaf of two tenements, viz. Laner and Tretheris,* so
that the said church is a vicarage endowed, and was
valued by Oliver Sutton, Bishop of Lincoln, and John
de Pontefexia, Bishop of Winchester, to the Pope’s
taxation of benefices, in order to take his first-fruits,
20 Edward I. 1204, Ecclesiam de Sancto Alune, in De-
canatu de Powdre;—vis. & viiid. The patronage of
this church is still in the Bishop of Exon for the time
being, the incumbent Richards. The rectory or sheaf
formerly in Cook, now Boscawen [Viscount Falmouth];
and the parish as aforesaid rated to 4s. per pound Land
Tax, in 1696, 1577. 14s. 10d.

Gwapn-ike, . e. lake, river, or leate, summons, no-
tice, or warning, so called from Gwarnike Castle, a
treble intrenchment or fortification lately extant on the
woody lands thereof, is the voke lands of the manor
and barton of Gwarnike, the old inheritance and dwel-
linge of the once rich and famous family of the Bevills
for many generations ; whose ancestor came out of Nor-
mandy into England with William the Conqueror, and
was posted an officer at Truro under William Earl of
Morton and Cornwall (or Robert his‘father). Of his
posterity, tempore Edward 11I. Sir Richard Bevill held
by the tenure of knight service 20/ per ann. in lands
and rents, and therefore was commanded by that king
to attend him, with a horse-trooper furnished cap-a-pee,

* The church of St. Allen was given to the college of Glaveney by Bishop
Stapleton, and appropriated to the vicars of that college in 1314, Rot. Pat. 8
Edw.IL p. 2. m.15.
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on his expedition into France, in the 25th year of his
reign. (Carew’s Survey of Cornwall.) John Bevill of this
place was sheriff of Cornwall 5 Richard I[. Finally, the
name, blood, and estate of those Bevills terminated in
two daughters and heirs of John Bevill, Esq. sheriff of
Cornwall 16 Eliz. 1573, married to Grenville of Stowe,
and Arundell of Trerice, to whose younger son by Be-
vill’s heir this barton and manor of Gwarnike was
given, but the said Mr. Arundell, commonly called the
Black Arandell by reason of his complexion, dying
without issue, gave those lands to his kinsman Mr. Pri-
deaux, of Fewburrow in Devon, whose heir sold the
same to Mr. Kempe, of Penryn, now in possession there-
of. Over the entry door of this house, in a stone or
piece of brass, is cut the arms of Bevill, viz. Ermine
a bull passant Sable, surmounted with an oak-tree Pro-
per or Vert; near which is this inscription likewise in
stone in Saxon-English letters:

(Man, aboue all chinge
Feape z0b and cthe kinge.

[[n 1704 it was sold by the Prideaux family to Jamss
Kewpe, of Penryn, and in 1731 purchased by Edward
Prideaux, Esq. of Place House, Padstow, ancestor to the
Rev. Charles Prideaux Brune, of the same place, who is
the present proprietor. There were formerly two chapels
at Gwarnike ; one at a small distance from the house,
which was demolished before the year 1736, and another
attached to it, which, together with “the old hall, cu-
riously timbered with Irish oak,” was then remaining.
These old buildings were not long ago pulled down, and
a farm-house built on the site with the materials. Tal- *
grogan, in this manor, was some time the seat of a
younger branch of the Prideaux family. Lysons.]

For the name of this parish (Allen), Alfred the Saxon
grammarian and Verstegan tell us that it is plain Saxon,
and is the common contraction of Alwyn, all-beloved,

c
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or beloved of all, and for St. Allen church must be con-
strued as the holy or consecrated church, beloved of all
Christians, which perhaps was the old name of that
little ancient chapel, now the minister’s chancel, to
which in after ages the present church of St. Allen was
annexed ; however, let it be remembered also, that in
Armoric-Cornish, St. Alan or Allen is holy breath or
respiration, or gift of speech.

Treon-ike, Saxon-Cornish, trees on the lake, or
spring leate, or bosom of waters, in this parish, is the
dwelling of James Borlase, Gent. who married Hobbs,
and his father Cooke’s heir, by whom he had this place;
and giveth for his arms in a field Ermine, on a bend
Sable two hands issuing out of two clouds, or nebules,
tearing of a horseshoe in sunder Argent (see St. Wenn).
Otherwise, Tre-on-ike is the town or tenement situate
on the lake or river of water.

[Mr. Hals here relates a story of some child being
missed by his parents and afterwards found; imputing
the temporary loss to supernatural agency, perhaps of
fairies, usnally denominated in Cornwall ¢ The Small
People, or Piskies.”’]

From the inferior officers of this church, the sexton
and clerk, or sub-deacon tempore James I. have sprung
two notable rich and eminent families in those parts,
of justice of the peace and senators or parliamentary
degree; viz. Tregeagle and Vincent; viz. Vincent from
the clerk of Resheafe, and Tregeagle from the sexton of
Bosvallack, of whom more in their proper places; the
one burgess or member of Parliament for Truro, the
other for Mitchell, whose sons by ill conduct have
wasted and sold all their lands, tempore George 11.

In this parish, at Tretheris, is yet extant the walls
and ruins of an ancient free chapel and cemetery,
wherein heretofore God was duly worshipped, built per-
haps by the Bishops of Cornwall and Exon, when they
resided at Lanher aforesaid contiguous therewith.

PRI NTTERRRNSSS

B4 St~ )i S mm Bt e



ST. ALLEN. 19

TONKIN.

Partly in this parish is the great lordship of Gwair-
nick, id est, the Hay River; a name not unsuitable to
the circumstances of the place, for a pleasant river
passeth through most fertile meadows beneath the house.

This place was the seat of the Bevill family, whose an-
cestor came into England with the Norman Duke, and
was an officer under William Earl of Morton and Corn-
wall. One of his posterity married a Gwairnick heiress,
and so it became the seat of the Bevills for about ten
descents; and then, for want of issue male, this lordship,
with other fair lands, descended to the two daughters of
the last gentleman of that name, who were married to
Grenville of Stow and to Arundell of Trerice.

The manor of Boswellick, which I take to signify the
house by the mill-river, upon the division of Bevill’s
estates between Grenville and Arundell, this fell to Gren-
ville, who sold it to Sir Richard Roberts, of Truro. This
gentleman, afterwards Lord Roberts, was in possession
of the estate towards the latter part of Queen Elizabeth’s
reign, for his son John Roberts, first Earl of Radnor,
was nursed here by Mrs. Tregeagle, the daughter of
Degory Polwhele, Esq. and wife of John Tregeagle,
Gent. who held a lease of this estate from Sir Richard
Roberts. And this was the rise of the Tregeagles; for
John Tregeagle, their son, being foster-brother to the
said Earl, was afterwards by him made his chief steward,
and brought forwards in the world. [The heiress of
Tregeagle brought the lease to the Cleathers, who con-
tinued to possess it for several generations. The manor
is now the property of John Thomas, esq. Vice-Warden
of the Stannaries, by purchase from the representatives
of the Robartes family. Lysons.]

Adjoining to this barton is Nancarrow; and this
being the first occasion for noticing the adjunct word

c2
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“ carrow,” I shall be somewhat the more prolix in dis
cussing of it. Karo, or Caro, signifying in Cornish a
hart or deer, Nancarrow has generally been consi-
dered to be the deer’s valley, and Pencarrow the
head of the deer; but how improperly let any
one guess who sees these places. I rather take Car-
row therefore to be softening of Karrog, a brook or
rivulet, so as to signify, in this instance, the valley of
brooks; and in Pencarrow, the head of the brooks.
Nancarrow was formerly inhabited by a family of
that name, one of whom was stannitor for Blackmore
in the Convocation of 13th Elizabeth. It passed by sale
to the Borlases of Treludra, and from them to the
Scawns. [It now belongs to Mr. Oliver Adams Carveth.
Lysons.]

Adjoining to the barton of Gwerick, which means
simply “ on the river,” is a tenement called the Gerras,
that is, “the summit or top,” from its high situation;
which I notice in this place on account of its lead mines.

Trerice in this parish belonged to a younger branch
of the Arundells of Trerice in Newlyn; from whom it is
said to have been wrested not very fairly, by an attorney;
Mr. John Coke. The estate now belongs to Lord Fal-
mouth. ‘

Near to Trerice is Trefronick, contracted, as I believe,
from Tre-vor-in-ick,— the dwelling in the way to the
rivulet.” This also belonged to the Arundells; passed to
John Coke, from him to Borlase, and from Borlase to
Kempe.

Adjoining is Talcarne—¢ the high heap of rocks of
stones.” Tal properly signifies the forehead, and hence
any high or eminent thing ; whereas Tol, often con-
founded with it, means a hole.

- : LYSONS. )

The principal villages in this parish are Lane and
Zela or Zealla, through which the high road from

AT R P
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Exeter to the Land’s-End passed, before the present
turnpike road was made. The antient mile-stones re-
main, and a house at Zelah is still called the Tavern.

THE EDITOR.

Nothing satisfactory appears to be ascertained re-
specting the name of this parish ; nor does the anniver-
sary of the Feast afford any clue, as it is celebrated on
Rogation Sunday, that is on the Sunday before Easter.

St. Allen contains 3493 statute acres.

Annual value of the Real Property, asre- £. s d.

turned to Parliament in 1815 < 2468 0 O
Poor Rate in 1831 . \ : A 388 19 O
in 1801, | in 1811, | in 1821, | in 1831,

Population, 360 418 471 637.

Increase of population on a hundred, in thirty years
76.9, or 77 per cent.

Present Rector, Rev. Nicholas Dyer, instituted in
1794.

GEOLOGY, BY DR. BOASE.

To the geologist this parish does not afford many inter-
esting objects. Itis, however, more favourable than the
last to agriculture : although it contains several tracts of
barren ground of the same nature as Prince’s Common,
which will be described in another place. Its rocks
are not distinctly characterised, being situated on the
transition between the porphyritic and the calcareous
groups of slate formation.

ALTAR NUN.

HALS.

Altar Nun is situate in the hundred of Lesnewth, and
hath upon thenorth Davidstow and St. Cleather, south part
of Northill and Lawanack, east Trewenn, west Temple,
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and was taxed in Domesday Roll either under the name
Trewint, Treuint, the spring, fountain, or well town,
situate upon the fens or springs, otherwise under the
jurisdiction of Trewen. In the inquisition of the Bishops
of Lincoln and Winchester aforesaid, 1294, this church
was rated to the Pope’s first-fruits, Ecclesia de Altar
Nun, in Decanatu de Lesnewith viiil. the vicar xls. In
Wolsey’s inquisition 1521, temp. Hen. VIIL. 18/ 145.10d;
the patronage in the Dean and Chapter of Exon, who
endowed it; the incumbent Hatton. This parish was
rated to the 4s. per pound Land-tax 1696, 204/. 16s.

For the modern name of this church, Mr. Carew, in
his Survey of Cornwall, is of opinion it is derived from
the Altar of St. Nun’s Pool in this parish, heretofore
much frequented for the cure of mad people, the manner
of which cure is set down by him, liber ii. p. 123, (p.
239 of Lord Dunstanville’s edition,) but, for my own part,
1 conceive the word Altar in this place is not to be con-
strued as a derivative from altare, an altar, whereon
offerings or sacrifice was made to God by fire or other-
wise at this pool ; but rather, as I am better informed,
the chancel of the present church was a chapel per-
taining to the nuns or nunnery once here, afterwards
augmented and converted to a vicarage church as it now
stands ; and that the ground whereon the vicarage house
is now extant. Contiguous therewith was of old the
nunnery-house itself, wherein those virgins resided ;
the stones and materials of which old house are con-
certed in the new vicarage brave mansion, and, to prove
this tradition, there yet appears in the fields the chan-
nel or water-course wherein the waters of St. Nun’s
Pool was carried into this old nunnery-house in former
ages.

So that I conclude the name Altar Nun must be
interpreted as a corruption of or derivative from Alter-
Nun, to alter or change from one thing to another,
from that of a nunnery of religious votaresses, to that

L
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of a parochial and vicarage church, from whence the
same hath its present denomination, as aforesaid.

In this parish stands the barton of Tre-lawn-y, id
est, the oak grove town, or, “I am the oak grove
town,” a name at first given and taken from the natu-
ral circumstances of the place, situate between two
hills, then notable for woods or groves of oak timber.
Though now there is not left standing any house or
trees to countenance this etymology, yet 1 have been
told by some of the inhabitants of this parish, that tra-
dition saith the greatest part of the stones that built the
present church and tower of Altar Nun, were brought
from the dilapidated walls of Trelawny, and much of
the oak timber that roofs the same was also cut and
carried from that barton.

From this place was denominated that old and famous
family of gentlemen surnamed Trelawney, now baronets,
as I was informed by my very kind friend Coll. John
Trelawney, of Trelawney, deceased, and that one Sir
William de Trelawney, lord of this place, suffered it to
go in marriage with his base daughter to , from
whose heirs, by descent or purchase, it came to Clo-
berry Hickes, and now in possession thereof, and
is now set for about 70/. per ann. The arms of those
Trelawneys were, in a field Argent, a chevron Sable
between three oak-leaves Vert, probably in allusion to
the leaves of that sort of timber whereof this lawne con-
sisted.

In this parish, tempore Charles [I. lived Peter Jowle
or Joull, 7d est, Peter the Divell, under clerk or deacon
of this church, who was 150 and odd years old when he
died, and at the age of 100 years had new black hairs
that sprung forth on his head amongst those that long
before were white with age; and then also new teeth
grew up in his jaws in the places of those that many
years before were fallen out of his head. [The name of
Joll is still extant in the village; and the family have
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been remarkable for longevity ; but we cannot learn that
any tradition exists relating to Peter Joll, nor does his
name appear in the register. Lysons.] Fuller tells us,
that John Sands, of Horborne in Staffordshire, lived 140
years old, and his wife 120, he died 1625. Thomas
Parr lived 153 years old, and is buried in Westminster
Abbey, tempore Charles II. It is reported of Zamkees,
the Samothracian, that after he had lived 104 years, new
young teeth sprung up in his jaws in the room of those
that were fallen out long before. Henry Brenton, of St.
Wenn, weaver, lived 103 years old, and died tempore
George I.
This parish hath in it tin loads and streams.

TONKIN.

It is obvious to any one, that the name of this parish
can signify no other than an Altar or church dedicated
to St. Nunne; which St. Nunne, being in some accounts
called Naunita or Nannites, and in others Novita, is
(as Leland tells us) said to have been the daughter of
an Earl of Cornwall, and mother of St. David, the fa-
mous Archbishop of Menevia, from him called St.
David’s.

THE EDITOR.

St. Nun is stated to have been the mother of St. David.
About a mile from the cathedral of St. David’s are the
remains of a chapel, near a consecrated pool or well,
dedicated to St. Nun, where trifling oblations are said
to be still made. This coincidence of the two pools is
curious, although I do not find that the water at Mene-
via has the virtue of curing insanity. The account
given by Mr. Carew of the practice at Altar Nun is as
follows:

“The water running from St. Nun’s well fell into a
square and inclosed walled plot, which might be filled
at what depth they listed. Upon this wall was the
frantic person set to stand, his back towards the pool;
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and from thence, with a sudden blow in the breast, tum-
bled headlong into the pond; where a strong fellow,
provided for the nonce, took him, and tossed him up and
down, alongst and athwart the water, till the patient, by
foregoing his strength, had somewhat forgot his fury.
Then was he conveyed to the church and certain masses
sung over him; upon which handling, if his right wits
returned, St. Nun had the thanks ; but if there appeared
small amendment, he was bowssened again and again,
while there remained in him any hope of life or re-
covery.”

The second of March is dedicated to St. Nun, and
said formerly to be observed throughout Wales, as was
the third to St. Lily, surnamed Gwas-Dewy, David’s
men.

This parish is the largest in Cornwall. It measures
12,770 statute acres. The principal villages are Tredawl,
Trethym, Treween, and Trewint. At Five-Lanes, in
this parish, are fairs for all sorts of cattle, on the Mon-
day week after June 24th, and the first Tuesday in No-
vember. The tower of Alternon church, which is said
to be the highest in the county except Probus, was
much damaged by storms in 1791 and 1810.

Annual value of the Real Property,asre- £. s d.

turned to Parliament in 1815 . 6147 0o O

Poor Rate in 1831 . . s 3 497 18 O
. (in 1801, | in 1811, | in 1821, | in 1831,
SR 670 784 885 1069.

Increase of population on each hundred in thirty
years, 57.44, or 57% per cent.

GEOLOGY, BY DR. BOASE.

The western and south-western parts of this extensive
parish are composed of granite and of hornblend rocks,
which surround the former, and recline upon them. This
portion is in every respect similar to the parish of Ad-
vent. At Trewinta very fine compact felspar occurs, im-
bedded in green stone; and proceeding eastward on the
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Launceston road, hornblend slate prevails, and affords a
very fertile soil. Descending the hill to Pellaphant,
masses of compact rock protrude from beneath the soil.
They are composed of compact felspar, aggregated with
lamellar hornblend, forming a kind of sienite. But the
most interesting object in this parish is to be found a
little to the north of this last place, on the side of the
hill sloping down to the river Inny. It is a magnesian
rock, and it is quarried for building-stones, yielding
large blocks, which are sufficiently soft at the time of
their being raised, to allow of their being cut through
by a common handsaw. A considerable quantity of
this stone has been used in building a very large house,
denominated a cottage by the Duke of Bedford, at En-
sleigh, on the eastern bank of the Tamma. The stone
appears, however, to have one bad quality: the surface,
after a slight disintegration from exposure to the atmo-
sphere, becomes covered over with ocherous spots, ow-
ing to the presence of a scaly mineral resembling dial-
lage, which is disseminated through the rock. This
magnesian rock has all the characters of pitstones,
the lapis ollaris of the ancients ; and it is a curious cir-
cumstance, that on opening some old workings near this
place, several antique vessels were found resembling
pipkins and shallow pans made out of this material.

The immediate connection of this bed of ollareous
serpentine with the adjacent rocks, is not disclosed ; but
it is succeeded by talc ore, slate, and limestone, on the
other side of the river.

ST. ANTHONY IN POWDER.

HALS.

St. Anthony in Powder is situate in the hundred :
of Powder; and hath upon the east Gerance and St.
Just; north, Carike road, or part of Falmouth har- ]
bour; upon the south and west the British Channel. i
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In Domesday Roll there is no such parish or dis-
trict charged as St. Anthony, neither therein had
any church in Cornwall the appellation of Saint
given to it, except St. Wene or St. Wena. But
this district was then taxed under the jurisdiction of
Treligan or Tregeare, and obtained not the name of St.
Anthony till the year of our Lord 1124, at which time
William Warlewast, Bishop of Exon, founded here a
church, and dedicated it to St. Anthony, having be-
fore dissolved the dean and four prebendaries in the
collegiate church founded at Plympton in Devon by the
Saxon kings, and in the room thereof erected a priory
of Black Canons (and dedicated the same to the Virgin
Mary): who also in this church of St. Anthony erected
a priory or cell of two Black Canons, canons regular
or Augustines, under the same tutelar guardian as its
superior, so called from St. Augustine, Bishop of
Hippo in Africa, who died in the 4th century, and
was institutor of their rule; viz. 1. to live in common as
the Apostles did, on the stock revenues or endowment
of their church. 2. That all such as received baptism
should for several days wear a white garment in token
of their new birth. 3. That all priests should wear a
black cassock over their white garment, as himself did;
such afterwards became the habit of his order, whether
collegiate or hermits. 5. Over their sculls he appointed
a hood or scapular of the same black cloth as their
cloaks, and the hair of their heads to be worn at full
length, whereas the monks were always <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>