
JOHN" BAPTIST,
BY THE GRACE OP GOD AND THE FAVOR OF THE APOSTOLIC SEE,

ARCHBISHOP OF CINCINNATI,
TO THE

CLERGY AND LAITY OF OUR DIOCESE.

Venerable Brethren and beloved children*

in God :

A Pastoral Letter on the important subject

of marriage, with regard to which a lamentable ig-

norance exists in many minds, while the rules and

disposition for its reception, and its Christian sanc-

tions and obligations are either impiously denied,

or foolishly neglected by others, seems to us to be, in

an especial manner, called for and necessary at the

present time. If in every state of life, it is only by

a faithful compliance with the requirements of reli-

gion that man can attain the happiness to which,

by a law of his nature, he incessantly aspires, what

other effect can flow from the contempt, or violation

of the laws of God regarding marriage, one of the

most important of all human relations, but th e poi-

soning of the very source of society and the forfeit-

ure of all hope of happiness for time and eternity ?

The levity, the indecent haste, the utter disregard

of all the ordinary precautions to secure a prudent
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and happy choice with which marriages are so often

contracted, the miseries in which the unhappily

married drag out their existence, and the scandals

attendant on separation and divorce, without ad-

verting to the numerous other penalties of such rash

connections, should induce all whom the plain and

earnest words of this instruction shall reach, to lis-

ten to them with due attention, and profit by the

admonitions they convey.

The origin of the marriage union, even as a nat-

ural contract, was Divine. God from the beginning,

instituted it and presided at the solemnization of

the first nuptials and blessed them. He created

but one woman for one man, to show the unity of

marriage; and He inspired Adam with the words

read in the 23d and 24th verses of the second chap-

ter of Genesis, to show that it was indissoluble. If

He afterwards permitted, for a time, polygamy and

divorce, it was because of the "hardness of the

hearts V of the Jews, and to exhibit more clearly

the superiority of the Christian dispensation, in

which none of the imperfections tolerated in a carnal

people were any longer to be endured.

When they whom God united fell, it was because

they violated the law which he established as the

condition of their happiness ; and when they were

reinstated, it was because of his mercy, which, ac-

cording to the remark of St. Augustine, still' left to

marriage much of that happiness which he had ori-

ginally destined for a faithful people.

As the ancient Scriptures represent the Eternal

Father blessing the first marriage, so does the Gos-

pel exhibit to us Jesus Christ, from the commence-
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ment of his public life, honoring with his august

presence and that of his blessed mother and the

apostles, the marriage feast of Cana, in Gallilee,

and working at it his first miracle. This condescen-

sion of our Divine Redeemer was intended to pre-

pare the Christian mind to discern, in the marriage

relation, something far more sacred than what the

Jews beheld in it, and to revere the sublime dignity

with which it was soon to be invested as a Sacra-

ment of the New Law. It is thus that Jesus Christ

seeks to regenerate and bless the human race by

elevating men's conceptions of the sanctity of the

marriage union, and inspiring them with a proper

sense of the purity of intention with which they

should contract so sacred an engagement, and the

fidelity with which, through life, they should com-

ply with its obligations and fulfill its expressed and

implied covenants.

It was by fervent prayer that they might be di-

rected by the Almighty God in the choice they

were to make, and by seeking, before all things, to

know and follow the Divine will, that the ancient

fathers secured a patriarchal blessing on their mar-

riages. And in no other way can Christian mar-

riages be placed under the guidance and controlling

influence of Heaven.

When, therefore, persons, after due deliberation

on the end for which they were created, and the

path by which it is the will of God they should

reach Heaven, and the place they should occupy,

and the duties they should discharge as members
of society, and as accountable to God for their ac-

tions, come to the conclusion that God calls Ihem
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to the marriage state, they should often and fervent-

ly implore the light of his Holy Spirit in order to

a right choice, and take counsel of their parents

and their pastor, and receive the Holy Sacraments

on this intention, carefully abstaining from enga-

ging themselves by rash oaths, or promises, or pre-

cipitate resolves before these dictates of common
sense and piety have been complied with. It was
in answer to Abraham's prayer that God assured

him that he would send an angel with his servant

to select a wife for his son, and in answer to Elie-

zer's prayer that Rebecca was indicated as the

choice of God. " Home and riches are given by
parents," says the book of Proverbs, ch. 19, v. 14,

"but a prudent wife is properly from the Lord."
" The grace of a diligent woman," says the Holy
Ghost, " shall delight her husband. . . . Her disci-

pline is the gift of God. As the sun when it riseth

in the world, in the high places of God, ... as the

lamp shining upon the holy candlestick, . . . as gold-

en pillars upon bases of silver, ... as everlasting-

foundations upon a solid rock, so the commandments
of God in the heart of a holy woman. A good wife

is a good portion. She shall be given in the por-

tion of them that fear God, to a man for his good

deeds." Wisdom, ch. xxvi. But the "drunken wo-

man whose reproach and shame shall not be hid,

the jealous woman who is grief and mourning of the

heart, the wicked woman of whom he who hath hold,

hath bold of a scorpion, the quarrelsome and pas-

sionate woman than with whom a dwelling in the

wilderness is better, a contentious woman, whose

tongue is as the dropping roof of a cold day, the
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immodest woman who will shame her husband, and

her father till she fail, such is the scourge of God
for the man who taketh not counsel, before mar-

riage." " The Lord beholdeth the ways of man and

considereth all his steps. His own iniquities catch

the wicked, and he is fast bound with the ropes of

his own sins. He shall die because he hath not re-

ceived instruction, and in the multitude of his folly

he shall be deceived." Wisdom—Proverbs—pas-
sim.

When there is question of selecting a husband or

wife, it is important that the impediments, which

render marriage null and illicit, be clearly known.

1st. In the first place, the marriage of a Catholic

with an unbaptized person, unless a dispensation

be previously obtained, is null and void, and illicit

and criminal. " Bear not the yoke together with

unbelievers "—and by this word all are meant, no

matter what their professions, who have not been

baptized—" for what participation hath justice with

injustice, or what fellowship hath light with dark-

ness ? And what concord hath Christ with Belial ?

or what part hath the faithful with the unbeliever ?

And what agreement hath the temple of God with

idols ? For you are the temple of the Living God,

as God saith : I will dwell in them and walk among
them ; and I will be their God, and they shall be

my people. Wherefore go out from among them,

and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not

the unclean thing. And I will receive you, and you

shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Al-

mighty." 2 Cor. vi, 14 et seq. See also Gen. xxiv,

3 ; Exod. xxxiv, 16 ; Deut. vii, 3, etc., etc.
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2d. Marriage with blood relations to the fourth

degree inclusively, is invalid. And nature often

stamps on the minds and bodies of the offspring of

marriages contracted in defiance of this prohibition,

and sometimes even when a dispensation has been

obtained, unequivocal marks of her displeasure.

3d. Affinity nullifies marriages within certain de-

grees, especially in the first degree, direct, or colla-

teral. And this impediment is induced by lawful

marriage, and by criminal intercourse with the near

relative of the person to whom one is married or

seeks to be married. The other ways in which the

impediment of affinity is contracted, and the differ-

ent other impediments, natural and ecclesiastical,

rendering marriage null, can be ascertained by re-

ference to one of our larger catechisms. And when
these are not accessible, or the parties needing in-

struction can not read, the pastor will not fail to

give the oral information necessary to this portion

of his flock.

4th. Marriage with a divorced person is null, and

therefore illicit and sinful. When Christians are

once validly married, no power on earth can author-

ize the husband to separate from his wife, or the

wife from her husband, and contract another mar-

riage during the lifetime of the other party. A
separation from "bed and board" may, for various

causes, such as infidelity, cruel treatment, persecu-

tion for conscience sake, be not only allowed, but

recommended, but from the "bond of marriage,"

never. St. Paul knew the mind of his Divine Mas-

ter and his instructions on the subject to the Phar-

isees as related in the Gospel: "What God hath
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joined together let no man put asunder," and the

rest as read in the nineteenth chapter of St. Mat-

thew; and therefore he wrote, "A woman is bound

by the law as long as her husband liveth." 1 Cor.

vii, 39. And again, "For a woman that hath a

husband, whilst her husband liveth is bound to the

law, but if her husband is dead, she is loosed from

the law of her husband. Wherefore whilst her

husband liveth, she shall be called an adulteress if

she be with another man." Rom. vii, 3.

5th. The letter and spirit of the Bible, which

they have ever on their lips, but alas! so little in

their hearts, are in this regard outraged by secta-

rians when for incompatibility of humor, wilful ab-

sence, and other causes more or less trivial, they

pretend to grant divorces from the bond of mar-

riage. This is the bad fruit of a bad tree. It is

the necessary consequence of their evil principle

that the peerless bride of Christ became corrupt

and that He repudiated her and made alliances with

all of them! No; Christ did not repudiate the

Church, but He loved her, and delivered himself

up for, and he stands by her, and lives with her,

and cherishes her, and abides with her forever. So

says St. Paul ; and so should the husband and wife

remain mutually faithful to one another, and love

one another until death. Ephes. v, 22 et seq.

The legislature has no power, in this country or

any other, to grant divorces from the bond of mar-

riage. It transcends the power delegated to it by

Almighty God for the good civil government of his

people when it presumes to do so. Its license is

not the license of Heaven, and they who avail them-
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selves of it, in defiance of Heaven's prohibition, are

guilty of adultery. The teaching of catechism in

sectarian Sunday Schools, and the perverting of

Catholic children from the faith of their forefathers,

for which some of these are notorious, is but a poor

salve to their guilty consciences. It aggravates

their guilt.

Marriages are, though valid, illicit when the

contracting parties are in mortal sin ; when a Cath-

olic is married, without a dispensation, to a Protest-

ant ; when a Catholic is married by a squire, or a

sectarian preacher, when he can have access to a

lawful priest. They are also unlawful when solem-

nized at forbidden times, and not only unlawful, but

null and void, when contracted clandestinely; for

instance, in those countries of Europe, and those

parts of the United States and in Canada where the

discipline of the Council of Trent, regarding mar-

riages, is known to exist. We can not take time

to enter into detail on all these subjects, but we
recommend their development to the zeal of the

Pastors.

The subject of mixed marriages, that is, of mar-

riages of Catholics with Protestants, is one which

we can not here omit or delegate to another. It is

a subject of paramount importance to the purity of

the Catholic faith and the peace of families. And
after the most heartfelt expression 'of our gratitude

to God for the good which has resulted from those

marriages, in certain honorable exceptions, we can

not, as a general rule, too earnestly dissuade the

children of the faith from such dangerous and un-

lawful alliances. "God is the God of peace and
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not of dissension." St. Paul admonishes all to

" keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace,"

Ephes. iv, 3, and he shows its only sure foundation

to be "one Lord, one Faith, one baptism." Y. 5.

Now, this peace, this blessed unity is impossible

where hearts and minds are divided on the subject

of religion; where the husband insults what the

wife reveres ; where he blasphemes what she adores

;

where he calls that a human invention which she

has been taught of Heaven to venerate as Divine.

And what must be the religious fate of the children

of such parents? What must they think of the

religion of either parent, or of both, when they

hear those disagree whom they should never know
to be divided in sentiment, and see those turning,

on the Lord's day, to different conventicles whom
they should ever behold walking " in the house of

God with one accord ? " Psalm, liv, 15. And should

the parties agree to compromise matters, by practi-

cally treating the religion which is false like the re-

ligion which is true, what is this but teaching child-

ren, by parental example, to be indifferent to the

truth or falsehood of religion, and to serve "two
masters."

The only occasion when the Catholic Church

yields her reluctant consent to a mixed marriage is

when the Protestant party solemnly promises not to

interfere with the faith of the Catholic party, and

to suffer the offspring that may result from the

union, both male and female, to be baptized and edu-

cated in the Catholic faith. This promise is some*

times readily enough made ; but we have examples

in this city, to show how shamefully it can be bro-
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ken. There are, here and elsewhere, melancholy in-

stances of the bitterest and the most unrelenting

persecution of the Catholic party, until the very soul

of the too confiding being is a slave, and this in vio-

lation of the most solemn pledges given to the in-

tended and her relatives, and to the minister of

God, that the rights of conscience should be held sa-

cred and inviolable. A Catholic priest would not

give absolution to a Catholic husband who should

persecute his Protestant wife for her religion's sake.

Why are not anti-Catholic husbands rebuked into

repentance and humanity? And why, at least, do

Catholic young men and women, imperil their peace

in time and their salvation in eternity by trusting

to such delusive promises ? The canons of Coun-

cils, the decrees of Popes, the prisons of a Droste

Vischering, and the loss of families to faith, com-

bine, with the voice of conscience and of God, to

warn Catholics that they who court danger will per-

ish in it, and that they can hardly hope to be happy

on earth with those from whom they shall be sepa-

rated in eternity, if that be true, which was spoken

by the Apostle, "without faith it is impossible to

please God." Heb. xi, 6.

How happy should we be, beloved brethren, if the

clangers which we fear from without were never

realized from within. How bright the face of the

Church if no shadow were flung over it by the mis-

conduct of her own children ! But we seek not to

disguise the fact that the marriages of Catholics

with Catholics are not always worthily contracted,

are not always blessed. We have already traced

these misfortunes to their cause. They who con-
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tracted them did not pray to Heaven for guidance

in their choice. They had not pure intentions.

They looked not on the marriage union in the only

light in which faith wishes it to be regarded. They
sought not counsel where filial piety and Religion

teach it to be found. They made their choice too

hastily, and from improper motives. It was love

at first sight, like the fortuitous meeting of irra-

tional animals. It was marrying in haste and ruing

at leisure. They paid no regard to congeniality of

disposition, and equality of age and condition. They
made up their minds to be married when they knew,

or should have known, that there were impediments

lying in their way, such as relationship, affinity, ig-

norance of the duties of married persons, or incapa-

city to discharge them. They fell into sin before

marriage, and did not repent of their sin, so at least

as to satisfy the divine justice. Perhaps they had

promised another and kept not their word. They
would not have the Bans published, that they may
be prayed for at the altar, and by the congregation.

They gave not timely notice to their pastor. They
went to be married where they were not known.

They spent the evening of their marriage in sinful

excesses. They forgot, as soon as married, the

promises they had made one another, to love and

obey like Christ and the Church. They took no

pains to bear with one another's defects and imper-

fections. They did not pray and read good books,

or say the Rosary, and go to Church and to Com-

munion together. They did not make a resolution,

on the day of their marriage, to be temperate and

industrious, and thrifty and economical; or if they
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did they did not long adhere to it. They did not

resolve to take care of the cents until they had dol-

lars that could take care of themselves—until they

too had a house and place in this wide world

which they could call their own ; and, instead of

converting their home into an Earthly Paradise,

and enjoying in each other's society an anticipated

Heaven, as married people should, the wife's bad
tongue and the husband's hot temper, the wife's

bad housekeeping and the husband's extravagance,

her troubling herself with the affairs of her neigh-

bors and his neglect of his business—left their

hearth-stone desolate and their children uncared

for, uncatechised, to contract all the vices of youth,

and fit subjects only for the house of correction.

These are the evils which we fain would remedy :

these are the ruins which we seek to repair : they

are grievous, but they are not irreparable. Religion,

which once banished the darkness and the corrup-

tions of Paganism, needs only to be heard with do-

cility to exert a no less salutary influence in behalf

of her own wayward and unhappy children. For
this purpose we appeal to the well known zeal of

our Clergy. The glory of God and the salvation

of souls we believe to be the great objects of their

prayers and their labors in the holy ministry. We
exhort them, therefore, and if necessary, command
them, as they shall one day answer at the bar of

the Divine Justice for every soul entrusted to their

care :

1. To devote themselves with new ardor to the

solid and thorough instruction of the young and old

of their respective flocks in their Christian doctrine.



PASTORAL LETTER. 13

Our own experience convinces us that there is a

great number of persons coming into our midst who
are nominal Catholics, who would even die for their

faith, but who are ignorant even of its most neces-

sary truths. Within a few months, nay, even the

last few days, and while writing this Pastoral, we
have been called upon, for matrimonial ispensa-

tions, by Catholics who could not recite the Lord's

Prayer, or the Hail Mary, or the Creed, or the Ten
Commandments, or tell the number, name, or mean-

ing of the Sacraments, or say the Acts of Faith,

Hope, and Charity; by others who had not been for

years to confession ; by one who wanted to marry a

divorced Protestant ; by another who did not know
that the marriage, by an Anglican minister, to a

woman he had met somewhere in England, was

binding; by another who thought that she might

marry again, since many years had elapsed since

she had heard from a husband who had deserted

her or whom she had deserted. These instances,

beloved brethren, betray a great amount of ignor-

ance and neglect, which it is our duty, by instruc-

tion and advice, and zeal and pains-taking, and pa-

tience, with our poor flocks, to remedy.

2. To insist on the publication of the Bans, on

three successive Sundays or Festivals, when the

parties had been previously unknown to you, or

when they are ignorant of the principles of religion

and had never made their first Communion, or had

been a long time without frequenting the Sacra-

ments, and to require that they begin their confes-

sion without further delay. In other cases, where

the parties are known to you for their exemplary
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conduct, and when there is no impediment, we
authorize you, for good reasons, to dispense with

one or two of the Bans, or all ; though it is our

wish that they comply rather with the triple pro-

clamation.

3. To admonish those who would marry out of

the Church of the heinousness of the sin they would

commit—a sin which makes them liable to excom-

munication, when committed, and which we, there-

fore, make a reserved case, so that we must be re-

ferred to before absolution can be granted to the

transgressor.

4. Not to marry those who belong to a different

congregation, when they could have had access to

their proper Pastor.

5. To recommend to the contracting parties to be

married immediately before Mass, and to receive

the Holy Communion at the Holy Sacrifice.

6. To counsel parents not to force their sons and

daughters, to marry against their will, and not un-

reasonably to prevent them from marrying when
they make not an evidently imprudent choice, or

one that religion disapproves.

7. To publish these regulations, frequently, until

they be known to all, and particularly among the

laborers on the public works, now so numerous,

that when they present themselves to be married

they may not be refused the blessing of the Church

by reason of their unfitness or unworthiness to re-

ceive the Sacraments.

8. We direct that this Pastoral be read at Mass,

in every congregation, on the first or second Sunday
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after its reception, by the various clergymen, secu-

lar and regular, having care of souls.

And you, beloved children of the laity, be assured

that in making these regulations we are animated

only by the most affectionate solicitude for your

welfare. You know how much weal or woe depends

on the choice you make of a wife or husband. Read

the 6th and 8th chapters of the book of Tobias in

the Bible, and the 20th chapter of Leviticus, and

the 5th chapter of Numbers, and the 1st Ep. of

Paul to the Cor. 7th chapter, and the Ephes. 5th

chapter, and you shall not only discover what God
enjoins on married persons, but what has lead us to

address you admonitions of so much earnestness.

May they produce the effect we have had in view,

by inducing Catholics to marry only with Catholics;

to observe the strictest conjugal fidelity and affec-

tion ; enjoying peace, blessed with health and com-

fort ; bringing up children in the fear and love of

God, who shall be the future ornaments of the

Church and of society, and destined, one day, to be

crowned, with their parents, by our Father in

Heaven

!

Given at Cincinnati, this 8th day of September,

1853.
t JOHX BAPTIST,

Archbishop of Cincinnati.




