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£sar x* oiks*

X am taking this opportunity of writing you a letter to bemailed in the states by my friend, hr a. Underhill, wife of the U. 3 .Ambassador in 4 « alaysia, who is visiting us on her way home for a
-eave. I will try to give you a little infor^.ati on regardin'* somedevelopments here which I could not put in a letter ^ciny through
the Korean mail, since the letters and parcels we send are al]
subject to scrutiny.

i.-ost -11 the schools are closed here now; that is, the collegesand seminaries. Violent student demonstrations against what seementirely unreasonable actions by the government, particularly
through the minister of Education, have resulted In this impasse.

yesterday 3hin-ll high School (which Gavia visi teaw»o the first school at that level to hold an anti-government
demonstration. Some university presidents (Yonsei, kcrea U., >g ang)are either being forced to resign by government pressure sr are Gain50 out of complete inability to work out a compromise with tn*
•government’s hard line against any criticism of or cisa reementwith their directives and policies (especially with re *rd tore-instatewent of students and faculty ne.nbers releasee from, orisonin reoruary a^tar serving rather long terms for criticizing theconstitution). w
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There is a break-down of cenfidtnce in anything the govern-
ment says* Many people believe the authorities are quite capable
of fabricating plot3# incidents and even alleged Communist or-
ranizatione here in the South as excuses far further arrests,
barashments# tortures# repressions and C.I.A* scrutiny# rev;

feel entirely confident any morn that they can sort out allowed
from genuine thrifts to security# And# of course# there are plenty
of genuine threats too# such as tne massive underground tunnels
discovered at tae 0#. .*5. infiltration into the icuth*

Cs# v/e have very serious threats fhora the outside and over-
react! rnc? fro-- the inoids and each is working te tae advantage
of the other-

We are hoping and praying fer a reversal of this trend toward
immoderate and divisive behavieuis* Probably the basic motivation
is fear. Pear of a loosening of heavy-handed control lest a coup
overthrow this harsh administration and present leaders suffer
reprisals* rear also of weakness against the North lest an in-
vasion take place And the U*3* not. be willing any longer to nelp
stem the tide. Both these fours are resulting in abnormal and
impulsive behaviout? against this government's own citizens nnd its
own best friends of suen gross proportions that the inner defenses
against these threats to security are endangered*

Please pray for Korea and especially fer the Christians#
the Churches and the Christian institutions* Croat wisdom and
judgment is needed on their/our part*

In many ways# life goes on normally* ,/e do not live in fear
because our hope is not tied to circumstances* But even the *

circumstances are not ail that bad yet for most people* Thera is
still a big difference between life under this government and life
under a Communist government# such as the one just above the gorder*
We do not wish the differences to continue narrowing at the
present alarming rate# however*

This letter is definitely not for publication or attribution!

iv-uch Love#

P*5* The new terra at ACT3 opens tomorrow* tie are undoubtedly immune
to the problems faced by ether institutions because of tne fact
that we operate at the graduate level only# our students are small
in number and we are international# not national in character.
V/e anticipate no disruption of studios there*
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NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE
CHURCHES OF CHRIST,* the us A

DIVISION OF OVERSEAS MINISTRIES
475 Riverside Drive, New York, N.Y. 10027 Cable: Dominicus
Rev. W. Sterling Cary, President Claire Randall, General Secretary

Eugene L. Stockwell
Associate General Secretary

for Overseas Ministries

(212 ) 870-2175

July 16, 1975

Rev. Samuel Moffett
Presbyterian Mission
I.P.O. Box 1125
Seoul, Korea

Dear Dr. Moffett:

It was a pleasure to be with you recently. The time we spent with you wasmost helpful as part of the mosaic of Asia which has been renewed for us in
a very vivid way. Both my wife Peg and I are more grateful than we can say
for your generosity in time and thought. I trust that in days ahead some
of the decisions the National Council of Churches in the U.S.A. makes in
relationship to Asian churches may be helped by these contacts.

It was especially good of you to join us for breakfast early one morning
and share some of your insights and concerns. I was reminded of a pioneer
China missionary who, when unfortunately called an "employee" by a
Methodist board official in New York, fired back the reply: "Dear Sir,
this is to inform you I am an ambassador for Christ and you handle my*
correspondence!" May it continue to be so!

Again, my sincere gratitude for your contibution, in the midst of a busy
schedule, for what you did to help in our understanding of an Asia we
appreciate now more than ever.

In friendship,

Eug&n^X. Stockwell
Associate General Secretary

ELS/ed

Continuing the Programs of the Division of Foreign Missions and Church World Service



The Independence Movement and the Missionaries

by Samuel H. Moffett

On March 1, 1919, the largest and most influential group of Westerners in

Korea was the Christian missionary community. There were some 631 mis-

sionaries in Korea that year, of whom 491 were Protestant.' It is with the

first reactions of this group to the Korean Independence Movement that this

brief paper will be concerned.

The Independence Movement of March 1, 1919, was a turning point

in the history of Korea under Japanese rule.
2

It was a public uprising and

massive protest against Japanese imperialism imposed upon the peninsula

beginning with the protectorate of 1905 and the annexation of 1910.

Korea’s smouldering resentment was fanned by the post-war peace

conferences in Paris and Woodrow Wilson’s call for “self-determination

of small nations.” It was sparked into flame by the death of the last real

Korean king, Kojong.on Jan. 21, 1919, and the flame exploded into open

fire in March when Korean patriots secretly organized a nationwide, non-

violent demonstration for freedom timed to take advantage of the King’s

state funeral scheduled by the Japanese for March 3. Two days before the

funeral a Korean Declaration of Independence was signed, read in public

at what is now Pagoda Park in Seoul, and circulated with amazing speed

throughout the peninsula. There were 33 signers: l6 Christians, 15

Chondokyo and three Buddhists. Police and military response was quick

and brutal. But the demonstrations continued for months.

The role of the Western missionary in the movement has sometimes

been exaggerated in two very different directions. It has been claimed by

some that they actually instigated and directed the demonstrations. Lieut.

Gen. Kojima, at that time Commander of the Japanese Gendarmerie in

Korea, directly accused the missionaries of starting the protests, and he

was supported in the allegation by “a prominent official of the Japanese

War Office” who declared that “missionaries are behind the Korean

mobs.” 1

On the other hand, some modern nationalist Korean critics of the

missionary movement imply that the general missionary attitude was pro-

Japanese and anti-Korean. They do not realize perhaps that thereby they

are unconsciously adopting a second Japanese propaganda line of 1919,
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namely, that the missionaries had no part in the movement and that there-
fore the Western world could discount as pure nationalist propaganda the
wild Korean claims of injustice and persecution. A Japanese-controlled
editorial in The Seoul Press for March 14, 1919 was headlined NO
FOREIGNERS IMPLICATED IN KOREAN UPRISINGS 4

I would prefer to judge Western missionary reaction and involvement
by the original accounts and records of the missionaries themselves, as
preserved in letters, manuscripts and reports, both published and un-
published, from the actual period in question. Most of my source material
comes from the first sixty days of the demonstrations, March and April
1919. The material can be divided into two main categories: (1) personal
viewpoints and actions of individual missionaries; and (2) the officially
stated position of their missions in Korea.

I. Personal Reactions

Since the first category is personal, perhaps I may be forgiven for
beginning on a very superficial level: my own reaction to the Indepen-
dence Movement (the sam-il undong). It was simple and direct. It had to
be, for I was only three years old. My earliest memory as a child is of
Japanese soldiers or police, with fixed bayonets, breaking into the room
in our home in Pyongyang where my younger brother and I were
supposed to be taking an afternoon nap. They were looking for incrimi-
nating documents and demonstrators hiding from the law. But to my
brother and me the shouts of ‘‘Mansei’” and the excitement in the streets
seemed like some gigantic happy game, so when the soldiers threw open
the door we greeted them with the glad cry we had been hearing so much:
“Mansei.” It was, of course, a forbidden and dangerous word a
shortened substitute for Choson Tongmp Mansei-the slogan of the
movement. My father’s face went pale, expecting retaliation. There was a
moment of tension; then the soldiers broke into a laugh, and left. It

wasn t much, but at least I can say I was in the sam-il undong.
Mv oldest brother was more active. He was 15, and on March 3

hearing the noise of shouting he climbed high in an oak tree in our yard
to look across to where a crowd of thousands had gathered on the
Soongsil College athletic field. Japanese soldiers were trying to clear the
field, and seemed to be hauling down a forbidden Korean flag which had
been raised on the school flagpole. He saw my father, S.A. Moffett, walk
up to the flagpole and either lower the flag himself or take it from a
Japanese officer who was already tearing it down (accounts differ). As
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president of the college, Moffett told the Japanese he was claiming the

flag as foreign property. He told the excited crowd, “I will keep this flag

until the day when Korea is free to fly it again.” 6

My mother’s reaction was complete astonishment. She wrote in her

diary for March 1 that the missionaries in Pyongyang had been taken

utterly by surprise when, at a memorial service attended by some 3,000
Presbyterians for the late Emperor Kojong, the Moderator of the General

Assembly, the Rev. Kim Sun-Du, instead of closing the meeting after the

benediction, held the crowd for a public reading of the Declaration of
Independence. 7

It was obvious that the missionaries— with the single

possible exception of Frank W. Schofield, who was asked the night before

by a friend to come and take pictures of the reading of the Declaration in

Pagoda Park in Seoul

—

8 not only did not instigate the movement but had
no advance warning of its imminence. 9 The credit for the great non-
violent demonstrations of 1919 belongs to the Korean people alone.

Foreign involvement was, therefore, only secondary, not primary.
But when we pursue this personal family record further to my father’s

reaction and connection with the movement, it becomes clear that the

involvement while secondary was nevertheless real.

It was not entirely by accident, for example, that he was present at

the first reading ot the Declaration of Independence in P’vongyang. He
was too close to leaders of the Christian community not to sense

something of unusual import going on. A colleague, Charles F.

Bemheisel, whom he had persuaded to go with him, describes the

meeting:

An immense crowd of people assembled in the grounds of
the Boys’ School (Sung Duk) near Central Church. After a

short memorial service for the late king a man came out
and read the Declaration of Independence and then led the

crowd in a mighty shout of ‘Mansei’ (or Hurrah) for

Korean independence. This was repeated three times and
then the meeting was adjourned. Three of us missionaries

were standing close inside the main gate. When the meeting

adjourned we decided to walk down the hill to the main
street., and see how things were going. After walking for

some distance down the main street of the city I happened
to look behind us and found that we were leading a long

procession. As soon as we had quit the school grounds the

crowd (which had armloads of small Korean flags) began to

leave also, and, unknown to us, had fallen in behind us
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and we were thus in the position of leading the procession
down the main street of the city. I told the brethren that we
must not continue in this position, and they agreed, so we
scooted off into an alley and allowed the crowd to follow
other leaders. 10

It is not perhaps so surprising, then, that some of the authorities believed
missionaries were leading the movement. The missionaries, however, did
not long remain mere spectators and involuntary participants. The move-
ment quickly spread, and what began as a non-violent protest was soon
met with violent repression. My father (to continue the personal note) was
among the first to put his name on the line in public and signed a protest
against Japanese atrocities. He very early exposed the wide-spread police
brutality as unprovoked and not, as the Japanese claimed, a necessary
response to Korean violence. On March 5 he wrote to his mission board in
New York his own eye-witness account of shocking events in Pyongyang
for public dissemination, and unlike most such reports, he specified that
it could be attributed to him by name. The day before, March 4. he had
insisted that the Japanese inspector of schools, a Mr. Yamada, accom-
pany him on a fact-finding tour and verify his charges. He wrote from
first-hand observation of beatings, stabbings, clubbings and kickings of
Lirls 12 and 13 years old arrested and marched through the streets.

The above I saw myself and testify to the truthfulness of my
statements. In all my contact with the Koreans these five
days (March 1-5), and in all my observation of the crowds
inside and outside the city, I have witnessed no act of
violence on the part of any Korean.

(Signed) Samuel A. Moffett
Later he wrote:

On March 4th, five theological students from south Korea
arrived and entered the dormitory of the seminary which
was to open on the next day. Late in the afternoon when
the people were fleeing from the soldiers who were pursuing
them with guns, beating and kicking them, the soldiers
pursued (them) into the seminary grounds. These five theol-
ogues were in their rooms sitting down and had not been
out with the crowd nor had they joined in the demonstra-
tion. Soldiers suddenly broke open the door and dragged
(them) out and took them to the police station where despite
their denials they were given short shrift, taken out, arms
and legs tied to the four arms of a large wooden cross face
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downward, and beaten on the naked buttocks with 29 blows
of some hard cane or stick till they were all bruised and
broken...

In view of this and the danger to all students of arrest

and beating without cause, it was decided to postpone the
the opening of the Seminary, and the more than 80 students
from all over Korea were dismissed to their homes. This was
the more inevitable in view of the fact that last night the
firemen were let loose on the village where many of the
Academy students live and board, and near midnight broke
into houses dragging out young men and beating them...
Today when the academy and college should have opened
after the ex-emperor’s funeral, only two students of the
academy and eight of the college dared attempt to study,
and both were closed until the end of the term this month."

On March 22 and 24 Moffett attended two important conferences in
Seoul between aroused missionaries and leading Japanese officials,
including the Minister of Justice (Kokubo) and the Minister of Education
(Sekiya). It was held at the Chosen Hotel at the invitation of Judge
Watanabe, a Presbyterian elder, and a Mr. Katayama. The judge, as
chairman, explained that the object of the meeting was “to talk over
matters connected with the present regrettable disturbances.” Actually, its

purpose was an attempt to enlist missionary support for Japanese ad-
ministrative authorities in Korea against the independence demonstra-
tions. A private report, marked “Not to be Published” is in my posses-
sion and is extremely revealing both of government and missionary
attitudes at this stage of the movement.

“You have great influence.” the Minister of Justice told the ten
missionaries present. “If you put forth your effort to quiet the people you
will do much service and in this way you will do much for humanity and
for peace.” 12

But his plea was politely rejected. Politically, the missionaries
replied, they must remain neutral. They had not instigated the movement,
nor could they become tools of the Japanese to put it down. The individ-
ual responses of some of the missionaries give a frank and representative
spectrum of missionary attitudes in that first month of seething activity.
Let me quote from four: Samuel A. Moffett, president of what is now
Soongjun University; O. R. Avison, president of what is now Yonsei
University; Herbert Welch, then Methodist Bishop of Japan and Korea;
and W. A. Noble, a Methodist missionary in Pyongyang. In essence!
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/
Moffett called for justice; Avison for freedom; Welch for neutrality; and

Noble for obedience to the powers that be.

DR. MOFFETT: I have lived for thirty years in Korea..

(and) speak as a very great friend and admirer of the

Koreans. I have come to find that they place a higher value

on spiritual and moral things than material. (The Japanese

had been stressing the material improvements they had

brought to Korea.) The thing which appeals to the Korean is

justice and justice has a greater appeal to him than anything

of a material nature... I find that they appreciate being

treated like men and that manhood and worth appeal to

them much more than physical comforts.”

DR. AVISON:... I will mention a few things... without

which a man cannot be considered to be free: (1) The right

to cherish a national spirit... (2) A free man has the right to

the use of his national language. (The Japanese had been

supplanting Korean with Japanese in the schools.) (3)

Freedom of speech... Every man has the right to think for

himself and to express his thoughts freely without fear. If

this cannot be done... there will be an outbreak in spite of

all attempts at repression... (4) Very similar to this is the

right of a free press... (5) Associated with these two is free-

dom of the right to assemble and freely discuss any problem
that affects the well being of the people... (6) Every free

man is entitled himself to participate in the government...

A man cannot be free when he has no voice concerning the

laws by which he is to be governed. One thing that has

troubled me in Korea during all the past number of years

has been the constant display of the sword as the symbol ot

government... When I go to see Mr. Sekiya at home... when
he has doffed his uniform and sword, and look on his bene-

volent countenance I feel that I can regard him as a friend.

But when I visit him in his office, dressed in his uniform
and wearing his sword, I stand before him in fear and
trembling. Personally I do not think that Mr. Sekiya really

likes his sword.

MR. SEKIYA: No, I do not like to wear a sword.

DR. AVISON: So I trust that Japan will stand with the

Allies to the very end for the freedom of man. 4

BISHOP \\ FI CH May I answer definitely why mission-
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aries ought not to intervene? There are three reasons: (1)

Interference by missionaries would be ineffective... Most of

the demonstrators are non-Christians and outside our influ-

ence. 1 feel sure that even the Christians who have not asked

our advice, would not take our advice but... resent it. (2)

The people as a whole would resent our interference and the

missionary can do his best work only if he has the confi-

dence and affection of the people. (3) It would be highly

improper for any missionaries to intervene in a political

question. If once admitted that it were proper for mission-

aries to go into politics it would have to be admitted that

they may take part on either side... (Bishop Welch here read

the instruction from former Minister Sill in 1897 warning

American citizens against taking sides in politics)...
15

A little earlier the bishop had said:

Every missionary being a friend of both the Koreans and
Japanese is intensely concerned yet we must assume the

position of bystanders. It must be clearly recognized that

this movement was not instigated by missionaries; it is not

even a Christian movement, for most of the leaders and a

great majority of the people are not Christian. It is a

national movement, a controversy between the people and

the existing government... Of course in such a discussion the

foreigner has no choice but to stand in a neutral position...

Apart from politics there are humanitarian questions in-

volved but even here we do not want to thrust anything on
this company.”

It was Mr. Noble, the Methodist missionary, who perhaps ga

strongest support to the principle of cooperation with government auth

rities, but even that was coupled with an expression of sympathy for •»,.

protesters. Personally Mr. Noble had taught Koreans to be in subjection

to powers that be. He said that Koreans felt that under present condition^

they had no hope. 17

What is notable in the record of this conference was not this single

reference to the Pauline injunction of obedience to government. That had
been a standard, but sometimes circumvented, Christian tradition for

centuries. Nor was it the general acceptance by the missionaries of a

policy of political neutrality. That had not only been urged on them by
their home governments since 1897, but had been the official policy of
their mission boards since the pattern-setting Conspiracy Trials (the paek-
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o'-in sa-kon) of 1912.'® What is really remarkable was that in face-to-face

confrontation with the Japanese authorities, the missionaries so frankly

expressed their disagreement with the government’s repressive colonial

policies. Dr. Hardie rebuked their “arrogant and overbearing repression.”

Mr. Whittemore accused them of failure to respect the principle of reli-

gious liberty. And Bishop Welch, despite his protestations of neutrality,

pointedly noted that “instances are rare where Koreans did any violence

until they were attacked by deadly weapons. ””

Even more denunciatory of Japanese oppression were the mission-

aries in their private letters. A few, like Frank Herron Smith, who had

been a missionary to the Japanese in Korea since the beginning of the

occupation in 1905, were widely quoted as apologists for Japan’s “benev-

olent” colonialism. In 1922 Smith was still writing of anti-government

activities by Korean “malcontents,” and praising conditions in Korea

under Japanese administration. 20 But such cases were the exception, not

the rule. In ever-increasing numbers the missionaries rallied to express

their direct sympathies with the movement.

At First the missionaries simply reported their outrage at what they

were witnessing in Korea, and tried by various means to evade Japanese

censorship and convey their protests to the outside world. Some of the

earliest reports were taken to China by Mr. E. W. Thwing, Oriental

Secretary to the International Reform Bureau, who was visiting mission-

aries in P’yongyang and Sonch’on (Syenchun) just as the demonstrations

broke out. Released to the foreign press in China, their publication

caused a sensation. The Peking and Tientsin Times. March 15, 1919,

carried the headline: THE KOREAN REVOLT. AUTHENTIC
STORIES FROM MISSIONARIES. CAUSE AND CHARACTER OF
THE MOVEMENT. 21

A missionary writes from Sensen, [Sonch’on] Korea, March
11th, 1919, as follows: ‘In this letter let me tell you some-

thing of the Independent Movement in Korea, its cause,

character, aim and hope. The cause of this movement lies in

the ten years of oppression, cruel treatment, which these

people have suffered from their ruthless conquerors. The
Independent Movement in its character is most wonderful.

It is a peaceful manifestation of the thoughts of the people...

The people have no arms, and where the Christians have

been in the majority, in almost every instance they have

submitted to arrest and cruel beating without opposition. In

cases where there has been bloodshed the soldiers have first
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Fired on the helpless crowd and so infuriated the non-Chris-

tian patriots that they have returned violence for violence.

What do the Koreans expect, what is their aim?... Their aim

is by peaceful means to let the world know that they are

unhappy under the Japanese rule, that they are not given

freedom and justice and that they wish their condition

changed. What do they hope for? First, that this awful mili-

tary rule in Korea which is like that of the Huns in Belgium

may be removed...

Then follow a number of eye-witness reports by missionaries of police

violence and cruelty.
22

If the First directed contribution of the missionaries to the movement

was to alert the outside world through the press, their second was to bring

forcibly to the attention of their own government representatives the

facts of Japanese infringement on human rights in Korea. S. A. Moffett’s

First report on brutalities on March 5, for example, went to his mission

board in New York for publication. Later, on April 7, 1919, he wrote

directly to the American Consul General in Seoul, Leo Bergholz,

reporting another outbreak of violence by the police and gendarmes,

April 2 to 4. Students from mission schools had been dragged off and

beaten, and the schools intimidated from opening for the spring term.

The missionary houses were searched. On April 4, Moffett found some

sixteen to twenty gendarmes already in his house. He asked if they had a

search warrant. They did not. He said, “Of course you can forcibly

search but it will be without my consent,” and they went on with the

search. He wrote:

They were not rude or disrespectful and one said that he

did not like the job but had to do as he was ordered... In

my study among my secretary’s papers in the drawer of his

desk they found the following inconsequential things:

1. A copy of the program of the Prince Yi

Memorial Service and the Independence service

of March 1st written in ink in Korean.

2. An envelope directed to the Theological Semi-

nary... containing Five copies of the Independence

Newspaper...

3. A small piece of paper with a statement in

Korean of the number of men killed at Anju and

the numbers of those who had taken part from

the several villages of Anju in the demonstration.
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None of the above had I ever seen before... (Then) they

searched the outbuildings and the guest house. As we were

trying to open the door of the guest house my secretary

came out... They seized him, tied him and according to the

statement of my two sons who saw it (I did not), they hit

him, kicked him, punched him, his nose bleeding, and one

man hit him across the cheek with a short whip. In the

empty Korean house they found two copies of a mimeo-

graphed notice in Korean, thin paper rolled up into a small

ball and thrown away. The detective told me that a boy had

confessed that several of them had taken my mimeograph

from the study and printed notices in that empty house...

The whole population is fearful of unlawful beatings..."

In Seoul a number of missionaries, including H. H. Underwood, E.

W. Koons, W. G. Cram and Dr. Frank W. Schofield formed a committee

of investigation to verify the facts of Japanese persecution of Christians."

Schofield wrote signed letters to the Japanese press denouncing the

administration’s mishandling of the situation." Underwood managed to

get an eye-witness account of the massacre and church-burning at Che-am-

ni to friends in America where it was read into the Congressional Record

of July 17, 1919." S. A. Beck, a Methodist missionary with the American

Bible Society in Korea, placed photographs of atrocities in the hands of

Senator Norris of Nebraska who protested Japanese brutality in a fiery

speech on the floor of the Senate on July 15, 1919."

Mrs. W. L. Swallen of P’yongyang was the sister of Congressman

William Ashbrook, a prominent Republican. Through her daughter

Olivette, who was studying in Chefoo, China, she managed to get facts

and case histories to her brother not only for publication in Ohio newspa-

pers, but for official action by church groups in America, and eventually

to the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the House of Representatives."

Mrs. Swallen wrote from P’yongyang, Apr. 23. 1919:

“My dearest Olivette: I am enclosing some of the things I

have been gathering. When you have read them send them

on to Wilbur (her son). He can send them on to Will (the

congressman) and he can have them printed in the Inde-

pendent if he won’t put our name to it... We are neutral,

but some of the true facts must be known... It would
make your hair stand on end to hear some of the things we
have heard. Just this p.m. Song Moksa... has iust returned

from Hanchung where his daughter-in-law was stripped of
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her clothing, and her hands tied behind her back, and she was

tied up for five hours, that is, was hung up by her arms. When
she was let down she could not get her arms in front of her

body until some one rubbed them and helped her. It’s been a

month or more and she does not yet have the use of her

hands. His son is in prison. She was used this way because she

hollered, “Hurrah for Korea: Mansa.’ The latest we have heard

of the persecutions of the Christians was this p.m. and oc-

curred at So-a-mul 20 li from here in Dr. Moffett’s territory

last Sunday. They, the police, went to the church, beat some
of the officers in front of the pulpit, took the church rolls,

hunted up the Christians and beat whole families from one

house to another... We thought the statement which you
saw—that 12,000 had been killed; 45,000 put in prison

—

was exaggerated, but many here think it is not exaggerated.

The prisons are full everywhere... Don’t worry... God is not

dead; He loves these people more than we do..."

Among the documents and reports sent by Mrs. Swallen to her

brother were page after page of eye-witness reports of atrocities collected

by missionaries in P’yongyang, Chairyung, Syenchun, Seoul. Andong,
Pusan and elsewhere. This was the third contribution of the missionary

community to the Independence Movement: the collection of statistics

and the verification of injustices. Here is a sample page:

Evangelistic Condition of Western Circuit, Pyeng Yang

Station

Number of churches in district 58

Number meeting regularly 53

Number meeting irregularly 2

Number not meeting at all 3

Number burned 0

Number damaged 5

(The damage done being broken doors &
windows, destruction of books, rolls, pulpits

& lamps)

Number of pastors in territory 14

Number on their job 9

(2 were hiding a while but working now)

Number arrested, now in jail 3

Number unable to work 2

Number arrested, later released 1
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Number of helpers (lay evangelists) 14

Number on their job

(Working carefully, but not doing much)

Number arrested 0

Number not able to work 3

Remarks:

The church in general seems paralyzed. Men, especially are

afraid to meet for worship for fear of being arrested. Parti-

cularly true is this of the officers... In most of the churches

where pastors and helpers are at work, the work is done

very quietly so as not to arouse suspicion. In some of the

churches the people fear to have the helper call, least that

call should subject them to suspicion and arrest. In four

churches the fear of arrest is so great as to have greatly inter-

fered with the farming. The men are not able to put in their

crops.

Particular Instances Noted.

At Morak—where the people of a number of villages

gathered for a demonstration..., the police, one Japanese

and two Koreans, are said to have fired into the crowd,

killing a number and wounding others. This enraged the

crowd which surrounded the three policemen and killed the

two Korean policemen. The Japanese, having sheltered in

the police quarters, kept firing out of the window, where-

upon the buildings were set on fire and the Japanese finally

killed. After this, the gendarmerie of Kangsa were notified

and gendarmes and police were sent who damaged the

church, breaking doors, windows and lamps and made

many arrests. The pastor’s house is also said to have been

damaged.

At Pansyuk—a number of officers came and tore down the

bell-tower and... broke all the glass in the windows of both

the church and school-house... All the Bibles, hymnbooks,

church and Sunday School rolls and all the school records

were destroyed... They caught and bound eight men whom

they stripped and beat in the church yard; and one of these

was burned with matches on the tenderest part ot his body.

This was told me in the presence of many others and by one

of the men who was beaten...

Three women were stripped naked and beaten because they
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would not tell where their husbands were (most likely they

did not know...) These three were Leader Paik’s wife. Elder

Choi’s wife and Elder Cho’s wife. The two former were

beaten so badly that two weeks after when we were informed

of this they were still not able to come to the church. The
latter. Elder Cho’s wife, herself told the missionary that she

was taken out of her house by two officers, one a Japanese,

the other a Korean, was taken away from the village by
these two men, out to a pine grove... and forced to take

off all her clothes and was beaten terribly there by them
while sitting on the ground... 30

The material quoted above is just one page of thousands which the

missionaries of Korea filtered out through Japanese censorship, breaking
down all efforts of the authorities to hide the “incident” from the world.
One staid Presbyterian single lady. Miss Alice Butts, unblushingly carried
some of the reports hidden in her whale-bone corset across the border
into Manchuria. The whole extraordinary missionary effort to investigate,

verify, collect reports and make the facts known was undoubtedly the
greatest single reason for the sympathetic attention the Independence
Movement received almost instantly from the world press. It was not, at

first, an organized campaign. It was simply the spontaneous response of
good-hearted, honest individuals who loved the Korean people and could
not remain silent while they were being abused. And it was'not consciously

political. As Mrs. Swallen had written, “We are neutral, but the... true
facts must be known.” 31

II. Official Missionary Reaction.

Even while Mrs. Swallen was writing those words, the officers ot the
largest Protestant mission in Korea, the Northern Presbyterians (now
United Presbyterians) were meeting in executive session in Seoul, April 22-

24, 1919, in a momentous session that was to carry the missionaries
beyond mere neutrality. They were preparing a private but official

position paper on the situation for their home church. It was the first,

and remained the most thorough, statement of organized missionary atti-

tude toward the Independence Movement to emanate from Korea— all the
more important because it was not an emotional, individual response, but
a carefully formulated statement of consensus. Although never published,
and kept confidential in mission board headquarters in New York, it was
vitally significant in setting the tone of the forthcoming American
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churches’ official protest which was issued through the Federal Council of

Churches in July.
32

I have a carbon copy of the 52-page typed text. The

full title is “The Present Movement for Korean Independence in its

Relation to the Mission Work of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). A

Private Report Prepared for the Board of Foreign Missions By the Execu-

tive Committee of the Chosen Mission at Seoul, April 22nd-24th, 1919.

”

33

It begins with a sketch of the historical background of the Japanese

annexation, noting a Korean resistance movement from 1907 to 1909 that

cost 21,000 Korean lives and 1,300 Japanese, but even-handedly paying

tribute to the good intentions of the first Japanese Resident-General,

Prince Ito. Singled out for special criticism in this section is the ominous

omnipresence of the police and gendarmes in Korea and the crippling

inadequacies of the Japanese judicial system. The ratio of police and

gendarmes was one to every 1 ,224 Koreans and in the most recent year for

which statistics were available (1916-17), “one person in every 200 living

in Chosen experienced the judgment of the police box .” u As for justice in

the Japanese law courts, the report tersely sums up its complaints with the

flat charge that under current procedures “there can be no security for

either foreigner or Korean against injustice and inhuman treatment.” 35

Despite the severity of their criticisms, the missionaries took special

pains not to appear disloyal to constituted government. They frankly

admitted two earlier cases of confrontation between missions and the

Japanese authorities. The first was the so-called Conspiracy Case of 1912

when missionaries and Korean Christians had been falsely accused (and

six Koreans found guilty) of an alleged assassination attempt on the life

of Governor-General Terauchi; the second was the refusal of the Pres-

byterian Mission to conform to the Imperial Educational Ordinance of

1915 which banned Bible teaching from the curriculum. Nevertheless, the

report concluded, “All relations with the civil officials have continued

cordial and harmonious.” 36 Some may have noted the absence of any

reference to Japanese military authorities in that phrase, but the funda-

mental principle of acceptance of governmental authority was reaffirmed

as it had been formulated by the Mission Board in 1912 during the

Conspiracy Case:

It is the unvarying policy of the Boards and their Missions

loyally to accept the constituted governments of the coun-

tries in which Mission work is carried on, to do everything

in their power to keep the missionary enterprise free from

political movements... 37

The next section, however, is a rather startling contrast. The stern
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religious convictions of these missionaries could never allow them

equate loyalty to government with silent assent to observed injustices and

oppression. The following eleven pages of the report, sub-titled “Histon

of the Independence Movement,” is the most blistering indictment ot

Japan’s fourteen years (1905-1919) of misrule on the peninsula ever drawn

up by an official body of foreigners in Korea up to that time. In sixteen

terse accusations, summarized from the Korean Declaration ot lndepe-.

dence and other sources, it spells out the anguish ai d 1

grievances of the Korean people and sympathetically reports their demand

for independence. The grievances are bitter:
31

1. Loss of independence through gradual assumption of

power by the Japanese under various pretexts and in spite of

explicit promises. The Korean people never assented to

annexation...

2. Oppression by the military administration... It is asserted

that the administration of the past nine years has been a

reign of terror for the Koreans... contempt... oppression,

injustice and brutality, whole-sale arrests... intimidation and

torture...

3. No liberty of speech, press, assembly, or of conscience.

4. An intolerable system of police espionage...

5. Koreans have no share in the government...

6. Unjust discrimination in salaries...

7. Denationalization, an attempt... to make one race into

another by restricting and regulating the racial language

(Korean) and forcing the adoption of Japanese ideals... The

two peoples are essentially different and Korea does not

want Japanese ideals and institutions.

8. Unjust expatriation of all Korerans living abroad... and

restriction of emigration.

9. Unjust expropriation of crown lands...

10. Discrimination in education...

11. Debauching and demoralizing Korean youth... The

Japanese system of licenced prostitution has made vice more

open and flagrant...

12. ...uncontrolled child labor and the practical enslavement

of women operatives...

13. Unrestricted immigration of Japanese. forcing

thousands of Koreans into Manchuria...

14. Annexation ‘for the peace of the East,’ as the Japanese
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claimed, is no longer thus justified, and independence

should be restored.

15. ... great material improvement... done ostensibly for

Korea (is) really done for the Japanese in Korea..

Annexation has meant the systematic exploitation of the

country and its resources...

16. The 33 signers of the original Declaration of Indepen-

dence have been unjustly treated...

The demands of the Koreans, they conclude, are “nothing short of

absolute independence.” Had the authorities met the agitation in a more

understanding way, the report says, the Koreans might have settled simply

for reform, “but the use of sword and gun and fire has so roused the people

that they will be more insistent than ever for absolute independence and the

suppression of the present movement will doubtless only mean another

outbreak later on.” 59

The concluding sections of the Private Report deal with a brief history

of the current demonstrations and of the movement’s relation to the Korean

church and the missionaries. The general attitude of the missionary writers

of the report is not left in doubt. They are obviously strongly sympathetic to

the Korean cause. For example, with quiet approval they quote the answer

of Yi Sang-Chay, of the Y.M.C.A., to police interrogators. “Who is the

head of the movement?,” he was asked. “Do you know?” “Yes,” he said

“Who? Tell us who,” they asked eagerly. “God,” he answered calmly.

“God at the head and twenty million Koreans behind it.”
40

Church involvement, the report carefully points out, was not organi-

zational except in the sense that all the teachings of the Christian faith

are “unconscious preparation of the Christian community for taking

part in such a movement.” Church participation was through individual

Christians of whom “ninety-nine percent plus are in their hearts in favor

of the present movement.” 41

More directly pertinent to the subject of this paper is the section. “The
Relation of Missionaries to the Movement.” 42 The key phrase is: “No
neutrality for brutality.” 45

It marks a careful, measured step beyond the

affirmations of political neutrality which up to then had always been the

officially stated policy of the mission.

The step beyond neutrality was prefaced by a definition of the kind of

neutrality which the missionaries felt that they had so far scrupulously

observed. They had neither instigated nor advised an independence

movement:

The Independence Movement 29

Except for the admitted fact that they are propagators of

a gospel which has more than once been accused of turning

the world upside down, missionaries have had no direct rela-

tionship to this present movement... It arose without their

knowledge. Their advice as to the inception and direction of

the movement has not been sought...
44

But neither would they allow themselves to be used to suppress the

movement. They explicitly rejected the strenuous efforts of the Japanese

authorities “to persuade the missionaries to side with the Government and

use their influence direct and indirect for the suppression of the revolt” 4
’ In

fact, they said, they no longer felt able to agree to any further conferences

of the sort already held with Japanese leaders in March; 46
lest these be used

to compromise them in the eyes of both Koreans and Japanese. 47

Having thus expressed the kind of neutrality they could accept, they

forthrightly rejected as cowardly and unchristian a neutrality which could

demand the closing of the eyes to inhumanity and the silencing of the

tongue to protest:

It is too much to expect that missionaries representing the

Gospel of Christ... should sit silent when inhuman atrocities

are being inflicted upon a helpless and unresisting people.

Even right thinking Japanese, Christian or non-Christian,

would not do so... If reporting to the world the brutal in-

humanity with which the revolt in this country is being sup-

pressed be a breach of neutrality then the missionaries have

laid themselves open to the charge. ‘No neutrality for brutal-

ity’. ..
41

Conclusions

This is a good point at which to bring to a close this brief survey of

one important segment of foreign opinion of the Independence Movement

in its earliest weeks. 49 Within less than sixty days missionary reaction,

which was to have a formative influence on world opinion, had moved

through five distinct stages.

The first was surprised non-participation. On March 1 the mission-

aries, close though they were to the Korean people, had no advance

knowledge of the protests. The second was immediate sympathy. Mission-

aries were outraged by the brutality with which the authorities tried to

suppress the movement; they sympathized with its goals, but hesitated

publicly to endorse its methods. The third stage was indirect support.

Within a week missionaries were actively seeking to publicize the protests
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abroad, asking recognition of the justice of the Korean demands, and
criticizing the Japanese handling of the situation. The fourth stage was
direct but involuntary involvement. In the early days of the movement
missionaries had been struck, beaten, detained and. by April, one had
been arrested and found guilty of direct participation in the movement.

Finally, by the end of April, the first official but still private state-
ment of organized missionary support for the protests was issued and
circulated abroad. Thus the Korean Independence Movement found in
this quick sequence of events and reactions its strongest and most effec-
tive source of foreign support: the community of Western missionaries in
Korea.
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God has the message. He does the inviting. We are only doorkeepers

Y ou can’t be an evangelist, you
say? “All right,” says God.
“I’ll settle for that. Just be a

doorkeeper. I’ll be the evangelist.”
Will you settle for that?
Christians who heed the Word of

God and obey it discover this secret:
we are not really the evangelists after

Samuel and
Eileen Moffett in

the garden of their
home in Seoul, Korea

all. God is. The Great Evangelist is
with us, and in us, and for us. Our
task is to open the door a little so
that men can go in and find him.

Evangelism means preaching the
Gospel, and the word “gospel” has a
nice, pious ring to it, but we forget
that it probably means as little to the
average person today as the Greek

The Reverend Samuel Hugh Moffett, Th.B.,
Ph D., is associate president of the Pres-
byterian Theological Seminary of Korea in
Seoul. Born in Pyongyang of missionary parents
in 1916, he is a graduate of Wheaton College
and Princeton Theological Seminary. From 1948
to 1950 he was a missionary teacher in China.
He and his wile, Eileen, have lived in Korea
since 1960. Dr. Moffett is the author of four
books ; this message is taken by permission from
‘Evangelism Now,’ ed. by Ralph G. Turnbull,
© 1972 by Baker Book House in Grand Rapids.

New Testament word evangel did to
the Anglo-Saxons. Today’s word is

not evangel, nor even gospel; for
modern man the word is good news.
Any definition of the Gospel must

encompass three key proclamations,
all of which are found in Scripture

:

the apostolic, the Messianic, and the
angelic.

The apostolic evangel was the mes-
sage that the early church car-

ried to the world. The Apos-
tle Paul said, “I am not
ashamed of the gospel.” 1

But why wasn’t he?
Was not the Gospel a
ridiculous thing for a
Roman to be preach-
ing — full of non-
sense about love,
meekness, humil-
ity, and turning
the other cheek,
and about a god
who died like a
criminal? It was
rubbish suitable
for slaves or
women, not for
world - conquer-
ing Romans. Such
was Rome’s atti-

tude — self-suffi-

cient and power-
ful. Rome’s stan-
dard was the eagle

;

its symbols were the
axe and the short
sword, not the cross.
Rome wanted victory,

not sacrifice
;
power, not

meekness.
So Paul stood up and

said to Rome, “The good
news I have for you is power.” 2

And this is the first character-
istic of the apostolic evangel

: pow-
er. There is a dynamic and a move-
ment in the Good News that will not
suffer compression or containment.
It is precisely because the evangel is
first of all power that evangelism can
never be equated with the cold, clear
transmission of orthodoxy to the un-
believer. The power of the Spirit re-
ceived, the power of a personal en-
counter with God, this is the good
news of the evangel. It is heady stuff.
But the same apostle who was so

excited about the power of the Gospel
as he begins his Letter to the Ro-
mans, goes on to write 12 of the most
closely reasoned theological chapters
in all of Scripture. Paul was the
greatest evangelist in history because
he not only had power, he had learn-

ing. If the evangelist’s message is not
true to the facts it is not good news at
all, it is only wishful thinking or false
propaganda.
A few months after the Commu-

nists overran Peking in 1949 they
posted a slogan in huge characters
across the walls of a bookstore in
Tientsin. It said : “Any fact which is
not in accord with revolutionary
theory is not a true fact.” But for the
Christian any preaching which is not
in accord with the facts is not the
true evangel. “What the apostles
preached,” said James S. Stewart,
“was neither a philosophy of life nor
a theory of redemption. They
preached events. They anchored their
Gospel to history.”3

The facts Paul chose as his sum-
mary of the Good News are the most
fundamental facts of all existence:
death and life. In Christian symbol-
ism they are portrayed by the cross
and the crown. Now, where is the
Good News in death? As that du-
rable Puritan, John Owens, put it 300
years ago, the Good News “is the
death of death in the death of
Christ.” 4 The hard facts of sin and
death are never isolated in the Bibli-
cal evangel apart from the love of
God, and the deepest proof of that
love is that “while we were yet sin-
ners, Christ died for us.” 5 The Bible
does not dodge the fact that sin
causes death, but its spotlight is not
on man’s death by sin, but on Christ’s
death for sin. That is the Good News.
The evangelist must present the

facts without apology, but also in
love, without condemnation. The late
Paul Little tells the story 6 of an in-
toxicated man who, traveling on a
train, lurched into the seat beside
Charles Trumbull, the founder of
The Sunday School Times. Spewing
profanity and filth, the man offered
Trumbull a swallow from his flask.
Trumbull inwardly recoiled, and a
lesser man might have blasted the
stranger for his condition, but in-
stead Trumbull politely declined the
drink, saying, “No, thank you, but I
can see you are a generous man.” The
other’s eyes lit up and it was the
beginning of a conversation that
brought him to the Savior.
That is evangelism. It communi-

cates the Good News which is not
condemnation but salvation. The dy-
namic of the Gospel is its movement
from death to life. It took a miracle
to wrench the course of history and
bring it around from death to life.

That was the miracle of the Resur-

rection. Such is the apostolic evangel

:

power, and death, and life— the fire,
the cross, the crown.
Even earlier than the evangelism

of the apostles was the Messianic
evangel, or Jesus’ evangelistic min-
istry. There is a significant difference
here. Jesus’ own evangel as he
preached it in the villages of Galilee
focused on an aspect of the Gospel
which not all evangelists have recog-
nized : the Gospel of the Kingdom of
God. This evangel is the affirmation
of the Lordship of Jesus Christ.

Theologians tell us that the earliest
creed of the church was “Jesus is
Lord. Paul said, “No man can say
that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy
Spirit.”' The Bible does not give us
one creed for evangelicals, “Jesus is
Savior,” and another for social acti-
vists, “Jesus is Lord.” The creed of
the church and the teaching of Scrip-
ture is that “Jesus is Lord and Sav-
ior.” In other words, no one can say,
“Jesus is Lord,” who has not first
said, “Jesus is Savior.” The Messi-
anic evangel calls for commitment
both to Christ’s Person and to his
program.
There is, finally, an angelic evan-

gel. Earliest of all proclamations in
the New Testament was the evangel
of the angels. Luke tells us that the
angel declared to the shepherds, “Do
not be afraid

;
I have good news for

you : there is great joy coming to the
whole people. Today in the city of
David a deliverer has been born to
you — the Messiah, the Lord.”8

The lost note in most of our evan-
gelism is hilarity — a Biblical word.
The evangel is a theme for singing,
and if we cannot sing it, it is not the
Gospel. It can be power and fact and
ethics and invitation and all the rest

;

but take the joy out of it, and it does
not really grip the heart.

It is as simple as that— the Gos-
pel. If you cannot preach it, at least
sing it. Proclaim it as truly and sim-
ply and as earnestly as you can. This
world of ours is dying for the kind of
happiness which the Good News of
the love of God in Christ has the
power to give. o*
(1) R°m ansJ 16 (2) Cf. Romans 1:4. 16. (3) From ’Thine
Is the Kingdom, by James S Stewart. Charles Scribner's
Sons. New York. (4) From 'The Death of Death ' by JohnOwen (5) Romans 5:8. (6) In ‘How to Give Away Your
Faith.' by Paul E Little. © 1966 by Inter-Varsity Press
Chicago. (7) Cf. 1 Corinthians 12:3. (8) Luke 2 10-1 1 , NEB
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On January 4, 1909, an English scholar,
Dr. J. Rendel Harris, began examining some
torn and stained papers that had been
lying on his shelf for two years. He had
broughtthem backfrom the ‘neighborhood
of the Tigris’ Valley in Syria. Among
them he found, to his astonishment, a nearly

complete 16th-century Syriac manu-
script of the ‘Odes of Solomon’, a lost

apocryphal writing well known to Christian

scholars in the first centuries.

These 42 odes, or songs, were apparently
the work of a Jewish Christian writer

living perhaps in Antioch late in the first

century A.D. He has been described
as ‘a songwriting poetic genius of the first
order! Except for fragments, the odes
had been lost for well over a thousand
years. Because each ode ends with the
expression ‘Hallelujah! scholars believe that
the collection may be, apart from the
Psalter, the earliest hymnbook of the
Christian community.
Decision is honored to introduce to

its readers nine selections from the
‘Odes of Solomon! They will be recognized
as authentically ‘Biblical’ in spirit and
tone, even though not composed by
Solomon. We hope some young Christians
will be captured by their beauty and
will set them to music. Read, and let your
heart be uplifted! — ED.

ODE THREE
I should not have known how to love the Lord
if he had not loved me
for who is able to grasp the meaning of love
except the one that is loved?
I love the Beloved
and my soul loves him
and where his rest is

there also am I

and I shall be no stranger
for with the Lord most high and merciful
there is no keeping back.
I have been united with him
for the Lover has found the beloved
and because I shall love him that is the Son
I shall become a son
for he that is united to him who never dies
will also himself become immortal
and he who has pleasure in the Living One
will become alive.

This is the Spirit of the Lord
who does not lie

who teaches the sons of men to know his ways.
Be wise and understanding and vigilant.
Hallelujah.

ODE EIGHT
Open, open your hearts
to the exultation of the Lord
and let your love be multiplied
from the heart and even to the lips
to bring forth fruit to the Lord
living, holy
and to speak with watchfulness in his light.
Rise up and stand erect
you who sometimes were brought low.
Speak out
you who were in silence
now that your mouth has been opened.
Be lifted up
you who were despised
for your Righteousness has been lifted up.1

The right hand of the Lord is with you
and he will be your Helper
and peace was prepared for you
before your war ever was.
Hear the Word of truth
and receive the knowledge of the Most High.
Keep my secret

you who are kept by it

keep my faith

you who are kept by it

understand my knowledge
you who know me in truth

love me with affection
you who love.

I do not turn away my face
from them that are mine
for I know them
and before they came into being
I took knowledge of them
and on their faces I set my seal.
Hallelujah.

ODE TEN
The Lord has directed my mouth by his Word
3

a u
has °Pened my heart to his light

and he has caused to dwell in me
his immortal life.

He gave me
that I might speak the fruit of his peace
to convert the souls of them
who are willing to come to him
and to lead into freedom
those who are captive.
I was strengthened and made mighty
and took the world captive
and it became to me
for the praise of the Most High
and of God my Father.
Hallelujah.

ODE ELEVEN
My heart was circumcised
and its flower appeared
and Grace sprang up in it

and it brought forth fruit to the Lord
for the Most High circumcised me
by his Holy Spirit

and searched my affection toward him
and filled me with his love.
His circumcising became my salvation
and I ran in the Way in his peace
in the Way of truth.

I received his knowledge
and was established upon the rock of truth
where he had set me.
Speaking waters touched my lips

from the fountain of the Lord
and copiously I drank and was intoxicated
with the living water that does not die.

My intoxication

was not without knowledge
but 1 forsook pride
and turned to the Most High my God.
I was enriched by his bounty
and turned away from the foolishness
that overlay the earth
stripped it off and cast it from me.
The Lord renewed me in his garment
and possessed me by his light.

The Lord was like the sun
shining on the face of the land.
He lightened my eyes
and my face received the dew
and my breath was refreshed
by the pleasant fragrance of the Lord
and he carried me into his Paradise
where is abundance of the pleasure
of the Lord
and I worshiped the Lord
on account of his glory
and I said, Blessed, O Lord, are they
who are planted in your land
and those who have a place
in your Paradise
who grow according to the growth
of your trees
and have changed from darkness to light.

Glory be to you, O God.
Hallelujah.

ODE TWELVE
He has filled me with words of truth
that I may proclaim him
and his knowledge he has caused to abound in me
because the mouth of the Lord

is the true Word
and the entrance of his light.

The Most High has given him to his generations
they are the interpreters of his beauty

the narrators of his glory
the confessors of his purpose
the preachers of his mind
and the teachers of his works

for the swiftness of his Word is beyond telling
and so is his sharpness
while his course is illimitable.
He never falls but stands sure
for he is the light and dawning of thought
and by him the generations spe^k to one another
and those who were silent acquired speech.
From him came love and equality
and they communicated one to another
that which was theirs.
They were justified by the Word
and they knew him who made them
because they were in harmony.
The mouth of the Most High spoke to them
and his exposition took its course through him
for the dwelling place of the Word is man
and his truth is love.
Blessed are they who by means of him
have known the Lord in his truth.
Hallelujah.

ODE FOURTEEN
As the eyes of a son to his father
so are my eyes, O Lord, at all times toward you
for with you is my delight.
Turn not away your mercies from me, Lord,
and take not your kindness from me.
Stretch out to me your right hand, Lord,
and be my guide even to the end
according to your good pleasure.
Let me be well-pleasing before you
because of your glory
and because of your Name
let me be saved from the evil one.
Let your gentleness abide with me, Lord,
and the fruits of your love.

Teach me the melodies of your truth
that I may bring forth fruit in you
and open to me the harp of your Holy Spirit
that with every note I may praise you
Lord.
According to the multitude of your tender mercies
so give to me.
Hasten to grant our petitions
for you are sufficient for all our needs.
Hallelujah.

ODE FIFTEEN 2

As the sun is the joy to those
who long for its daybreak
so is my joy the Lord
because he is my Sun
and his rays have lifted me up
and his light has dispelled all darkness
from my face.

In him I have been given eyes
to see his holy day.

Ears have become mine
and I have heard his truth.

The thought of knowledge has been mine
and I have been delighted through him.

The way of error I have left

and have walked toward him
and have received salvation from him
with a free and open heart.

According to his generosity
he gave to me

and according to his excellent beauty
he made me.

I have put on incorruption through his Name
and have put off corruption by his Grace.
‘Death has been destroyed before my face
and Sheol has been abolished at my Word!
Eternal life has arisen in the Lord’s land
and it has been made known to his faithful ones
and has been given without stint

to all those who trust in him.
Hallelujah.

continued on page 14
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Korea’s Anglican Church Unique
By Clary Loughnane

While it is inevitable and
understandable that the
foreign tourist wishes to see

—

and does see—things and
places typically Korean, there
are a few things which at first

sight may not appeal so much,
may not appear so worthy of

attention but are nevertheless
thoroughly Korean and
thoroughly interesting.

Such a spot is the Anglican
Cathedral in Seoul. This is of

interest not only to Christians
but to followers of other
religions also as its ar-

chitecture is more or less

unique to the Far East.
It may come as a surprise to

foreigners to learn that
statistics published by the
Ministry of Culture and
Information reveal that there
are more churches than
temples in Korea. The precise
figures are 18,400 against 2,985

and the tourist will almost
certainly have remarked on
the fact that he or she sees
more churches than temples
in towns and villages they
pass through. Of the total

population of some 33 million,

however.the number of people
professing Buddhism is just
under 12 million while

Christians number some
7,750,000.

The first Anglican
Episcopal Church in Korea
was consecrated in Inchon in

1890 by Bishop Corfe. The
present Seoul Cathedral was
consecrated on May 2. 1926,

the architect being an
Englishman Arthur Dixon. It

is magnificent in the
Byzantine style. I have visited
Anglican churches and
cathedrals in practically
every city in Asia (except
those in Communist states)
and I cannot recall one in this

style. It would be interesting
to know why the architect
adopted it. Possibly he had. as
I have, a fondness for it and it

will not be out of place to say a
few words about it for those
readers who have not
previously seen examples.

There is a legend (it can
hardly be called a myth) that
the pagan Roman emperer
Constantine before a battle in

the 4th century saw a vision of

a great cross in the sky which
he took for an omen that he
would be victorious if he
adopted Christianity. He did.

He won. He decreed that

Christians, who had up to that
time, as is well known, been

persecuted, should be free to

practice their religion. When
he subsequently moved his
capital to Byzantium on the
Bosphorus he renamed it

Constantinople and
Christianity became the state
religion. A new culture
developed based on the Greek
and with it one of the great
western arts which scholars
have called Byzantine.

Glorious Beauty

It was a brilliant period.
Ecclesiastical architecture
developed its own style and
many superb examples
survive today particularly in

Greece, Cyprus and Turkey.
One special feature, the
outstanding feature, were the
magnificent mosaics which
gloriously beautified the in-

teriors in gilt and brilliant

colors following a set pattern,
i.e, each subject had its ap-
pointed part of the building.
Some of the artistically
greatest are St. Marks in

Venice, St. Sophia in Istanbul
and several churches in

Ravenna in Italy, all of which
I have seen.
The pattern has been partly

followed here in Seoul with a
great mosaic of the Virgin and
Child in the apse where its full

effect is felt by the worshipper
on entering. On Sundays there
is a Korean service at 10:30
a.m. and. in the crypt, an
English service at 9:30 a.m.
Last Sunday there was
also a special service in

English at 11 a.m. for
Armistice Day. a very
necessary remembrance in

the shadow under which
Korea lives.

The cathedral is dedicated
to Our Lady and St. Nicholas.
Most unusual. St. Nicholas is

mentioned in the Acts and was
widely reverenced in the
Byzantine empire and sub-
sequently in Russia where he
was one of the most popular
saints, being known as
Nicholas, the Wonder Worker.
He became the first bishop of
Myra, now a small town in

modern Turkey, where I have
seen his tomb. As Christmas
approaches it is worth
recalling that of the several
versions of the original Santa
Claus, he is one of them. It

would be interesting to know
how he came to be linked with
the B.V.M. here in Seoul.
Speaking of Christmas. I once
spent Christmas Eve in the
famous St. Catherine’s
monastery at the foot of Mt.
Sinai so that I could be on the
top of the mountain on
Christmas Day. Its church
dates from the great Emperor
Justinian and is one of the
finest examples of Byzantine
architecture. Its mosaics are
among the world’s finest.

Victorian Gothic

Whether the introduction of
such alien architecture along
with an alien religion into

other countries is desirable or
not is a controversial question
not to be debated here but
while there are some sad
examples of Victorian Gothic
scattered throughout Asia and
Africa there are on the other
hand some beautiful religious
edifices built in the local style.

I recall particularly that at

Shiraz in Iran in traditional

Persian architecture, one in

Bangkok impressively
resembling a Buddhist temple
and now here on Kanghwa isle

a quite lovely church in

traditional Korean style.

Services are held daily at 6

a.m. and on Sundays at 11

a.m. By bus it is a pleasant
hour through pleasant scenery
and fields of ginseng (see this

column Oct. 4th) to Kanghwa-
do where this church on top of

a small hill has embodied in

detail Korean architecture.
Set on a terrace above a
typical wall of large blocks it

has all the usual motifs of
curved roofs, animal head
tiles and even two gates with
the national Ying-Yang
symbol. The style has also
been carried into the interior.

A lovely ensemble in a lovely

setting of trees and hills. The
first church on this spot was
erected in 1893 and the present
building was consecrated on
Nov. 15. 1900. ,The incumbent
is Father Paul Lee who is

pleased to open the church to

visitors.

So here, in completely op-

posed styles of origin Oriental
and Occidental, are two
hauntingly lovely churches
with what the Old Testame
describes as the beauty
holiness.

This Anglican church building In traditional Korean style Is located at Onsu-ri on Kanghwa
Island off the west coast.
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Presbyterian Mission
CPO Box 1125
Seoul , Korea
December, 1975

Dear friends:

For the first time since Protestant
missions entered Korea the Roman Catholic
church growth rate is outstripping us. We
are thankful for their growth but wonder why
Protestants who outnumber them here 3 to 1

are falling behind. One reason may be that
Presbyterians

, who represent 64% of the en-
tire Protestant family in Korea, are down-
grading mission structures and reducing the
number of missionaries while our Catholic
neighbors emphasize the strategic role of in-
dependent missionary orders and are pouring
missionaries into the very areas we abandon.
They know that there are almost 30 million

Koreans in the south still unreached by an effective witness for Christ.

Some dismiss this kind of concern as 19th century colonial missionary
mentality. Today all Christians are missionaries, they say, and the Korean
church above all churches needs no assistance from outside.

At first glance they would seem to be riqht. In many ways the
Korean church is almost too qood to be true, and in our letters we usually
and quite properly stress the positive side of the picture.

How can we help but enthuse about a church that planted 99 new
congregations in 1975 and set a goal of 300 new churches for 1976? This
is in just one of the four major Korean Presbyterian bodies. Altogether
there are now 1,580,000 Presbyterians , 900,000 other Protestants and some
800,000 Catholics in Korea. We don't count the brainwashed followers of
the "Korean Christ", Moon Sun-Myung'

At the seminary, too, the
good news is of another year of rec-
ord enrollments. We could almost
complain that we have too many stu-
dents--550 jammed into a campus
built 15 years ago for only 300--
but too many is better than too
few, especially in a church grow-
ing at almost four times the rate
of general population increase.

One big reason for the en
rollment bulge is a new course for
lay evangelists. Their educational
level is too low for seminary admis-
sion but their devotion to the

s Unification Church as Christians here.

Presbyterian Theological Seminary
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pi anti nq and nurturinq of rural churches has been

one of the secrets of church qrowth. Now with one

year of residence and a year in a correspondence

course they can qualify for ordination. We graduated

47 this month. In February 100 more from the reqular

theoloqical course will qraduate.

At ACTS too it is easy to boast. Who

could have foreseen when the Center opened just last

year that it would so soon have doubled enrollment,

sent out its first missionary and registered its

first Tibetan. ACTS is the Asian Center for Theolo-

qical Studies and Mission where we are trying, at

the post-seminary level, to provide a workable, in-

ternational alternative in Asia to an over-reliance

on Western qraduate studies. We train Asians in

Asia for mission to Asia, "theoloqical ly-minded

evanqelists and evangel istically-minded theoloqians .

"

Leadership is predomi nantly Asian thouqh I am still

Director. Already we have thirteen students from

four different nationalities and eight different

denominations

.

Elijah Gergan is the Tibetan. He comes

from a family of hereditary teachers of the Dalai

Lama, hence the name Gergan which means "Teacher"

in Tibetan. His great-grandfather, exiled from Ti-

bet after a palace revolt, met a pioneer Moravian

missionary in Ladakh, now part of Kashmir, and helped

him with the first translation of the Bible into

Tibetan. Another student, Chen Ching-Chung, is the

son of a former moderator of the Taiwan Presbyterian

Church. Still another, a research fellow, is presi-

dent of the 500-member Christian Doctors' Association

of Korea.

Elijah Gergan
Chen Ching-Chung

Eileen's work in the Mangwon-dong slum with a team of seminary

students has proved so successful that they are expanding their ministry

to an adjacent slum. A little over a year ago they started an "own-your-

own-home" project and taught 380

families how to put aside savings

a little at a time. Now people who

didn't believe they had a hope in

the world have saved enough to buy

land and put up joint mini -apartments

.

They are no longer squatters. They
can't be thrown out now at the whim
of the authorities. The difference
this has made in their self-respect
is beyond description. The Bible Club

junior high school graduated its first
class and two of the graduates are al-

ready teachers in a little school start-
ed in the next slum. The day-care cen-
ter is a bee-hive of activity. Most
profoundly transforming of all, the

The new homes at Manqwon-dong
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little church the community members asked
for and helped to build is full and active
all week, not just on Sundays.

Our first ACTS missionary is Lydia
Benjamin from Sri Lanka (Ceylon). We call
her that because she spent two terms here
before qoing to India for work on a new
colloquial version of the New Testament in

Tamil, her native tonque.

An unexpected sideline this year
is a special Bible Class for some of the m
country's top radio and TV personalities.
Tired of being pursued by autograph hounds
and gawkers even in church, they asked for
a quiet place to study the Word by themselves.
For a while they met in our home, then moved
to ACTS. So once a week we welcome the Bob Hope and
along with singers, actresses and script writers for
a gifted young graduate student from the seminary.

Lydia Benjamin from Ceylon
and Wang Wen-Yu from Taiwan

Jack Benny of Korea
a Bible hour led by

If there is all this bursting vitality here in the Christian church,
you may well ask why Korea is still calling for more missionaries. But there
are good reasons. Of course the church can stand by itself and keep growing.
But Christians don't stand by themselves. They need each other, across all
boundaries. And even in Korea there is another side to the picture.

For example, 380 families in Mangwon-dong may now own their own
one or two-room quarters, but what about the 500 families there who still
do not? And what about the 2500 families in the next slum where nobody owns a
home? We are just beginning as an international team to touch the edge of the
problem, and there are not enough Christians here working at problems' 1 ike this.

Evangel istically, too, Korea ia rightly considered a model for church
growth. But to balance the picture and put it into perspective, look at it
this way: there are nine million more non-Christians in Korea today than when
we came here twenty years ago. Some whole sectors of society are still scarcely
touched by the gospel

.

Too much is still undone for United Presbyterians to be able to fade
away with a clear conscience and leave the rest of the hard work to out-numbered
Korean Christians, or to mission-minded Catholics, or to anyone else for that
matter. Missionaries don't work by proxy. And if Korea, which is more than

10% Christian still needs missionaries, how much more the
rest of Asia where half the people of the world live on a

continent which is only 2% Chris-tian.

Sincerely yours

,

Sam and Eileen Moffett

P.S. Cur furlough begins next summer and we will spend
the first six to ten months in England. After August
our address: % Westminster College, Madingley Road,
Cambridge CB3 0AA, England.


