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To THE MEMORY OF

SOLOMON JUNEAU,

MILWAUKEE'S FIRST PERMANENT WHITE SETTLER,

AND FIRST MAYOR,

Is THIS Volume most respectfully Dedicated,

BY THE AUTHOR.

Milwaukee ! glory of the Lakes !

Thy march is onward, ever onward !





PREFACE TO VOL. III.

In coming before the public for the third time as a historian, the

author desires to say, that when Vol. II was published, completing

the " Pioneer portion " of the city's history, it was not in contem-

plation to carry it any further—as the adoption of the charter

seemed to be a good point at which to stop. But as the next thir-

teen years subsequent to the charter have as much historic value

(in some respects) as the " Pioneer portion," and, having been

strongly urged thereto by the State Historical Society, as well as by

many of his fellow citizens who have read the previous volumes, to

go on, he has concluded to do so, and bring it down to the breaking

out of the "Civil War" in 1861, which he is working with all his

might to accomplish, well knowing his earthly life is rapidly drawing

to a close, and that what he intends to do must be done quickly.

This continuation will be done in two volumes, covering seven

years each, thus giving to the city a political, financial, statistical

and biographical record, which he flatters himself, although far from

being complete or perfect, will be of value, not only to the present

generation, but also to the future historian who shall write the city's

history fifty years hence, when all who were witnesses to, or who

participated in the scenes herein described, shall have crossed the

Styx

—

And other men their places fill,

Other hands their lands shall till,

And they shall be forgotten.

^ All errors (and they will creep into any history) in Vol. I, so far as

known, were corrected in Vol. II, and all in Vol. II, in the present
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volume. But those in the present (and there are several) have as far

as discovered been corrected further on, under the head of "a cor-

rection."

There will be several cuts of old buildings in this volume, some of.

which, although among the early ones, have not yet passed into obUv-

ion, which, if of no particular value to the present generation, will

be of some interest to those who shall dwell in Milwaukee fifty years

hence, notably among which is a diagram of the east side of East

Water Street, between Huron and Michigan Streets, as it appeared

in i835-'36-'37-'38. It will also contain several reminiscial sketches,

and an appendix containing matter which the writer considers a

complete refutation of the slanderous statements published in the

so-called " History of Milwaukee," issued in 1881 by an association

known as the " Western Historical Company, of Chicago," about the

" home hfe of Solomon Juneau," as well as the pretended claim of

"Jean Baptist Morandeau," with which allegation he will close this

Preface, with many thanks to all his Brother Pioneers who by advice,

or information given, have aided and encouraged him in this labori-

ous undertaking. But particularly are they due to Hon. Lyman C.

Draper, secretary, and Daniel S. Durrie, librarian of State Historical

Society, as well as to the librarian of the Milwaukee City Library, the

Milwaukee Sentinel, and Daily Wisconsin, for courtesies extended

and documents furnished.

The Author.
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ERRATA.

On page 87, thirteenth line from the top, for "that," read " has."

On page 128, sixth Hne from the top, for " Geo. Hough," read
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On page 349, fourth Hne firom the top, for " Edwin H. Bridge-
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On page 367, for " Chapter VII." read " Chapter VI."

On page 413, eleventh line from the top, for " foul expression,"

- read " foul aspersion."

On page 416, third Hne from the bottom, for " their charter," read

" the charter."





INTRODUCTION.

Whoever attempts to write a local history for the purpose of gain,

will as a rule, not get rich. And if he write for fame, he will before

reaching the entrance to the temple of that fickle goddess, be pretty

sure to tread upon a thorn—in fact, he will find the pathway thereto

thickly strewn with them. His work is sure to be criticised, by every

one who feels aggrieved, or who may not find his name occupying a

prominent place therem. By some he will be accused of unfairness,

and by others of partiality, or of saying too much of this one and

too little of others. And to write such a book and not make some

enemies would seem, to be almost impossible. Such, at all events,

has been the author's experience ; but as an offset to this he has made

the pleasing discovery, that from those who by their ability, integrity,

correct lives and force of character have reached a high social, finan-

cial or moral plane in the community, no complaint ever comes

—

true merit never seeks the highest seat, it is no Pharisee—but from

those whose record is best known to the Police Court, it often does.

Consequently a historian in order to be just to all of whom he writes,

must state things as he sees them from his stand-point, always taking

. care to be truthful. This the author of these volumes has endeavored

to do, and if his delineations of character seem in some instances to

be harsh, it should nor be taken by the party mentioned as an insult,

for it was not so intended, and he will bet nine dollars that he is right

every time, and put the money up now.

The introduction of politics into th* municipal affairs of any city

is always the one great drawback to its prosperity, neither I think

will it be claimed that Milwaukee has been exempt from its baleful

k



14 INTRODUCTION.

influence. And as the writer is well known to be no Democrat

(although some of his warmest personal friends are members of that

organization), as well as to be very outspoken, it is barely possible

that in commenting upon what he considers the rascality of some of

its leaders, and the injury the city has suffered at their hands (refer-

ence to which will be met with occasionally in the book), he may

have said things notTound in " Pilgrim's Progress " or Fox's " Book of

Martyrs," for all of which if such should prove to be the case, he is

perfectly willing to be forgiven. Could a more generous offer than

that be expected of him ? I think not. And as he goes back to

first charter and comes down to the present, memory, whose eye

never slumbers nor sleeps—asserts its kingdom, causing the well

remembered forms of the long list of those who entered the political

arena in 1846, who have filled a drunkard's grave, or who proving

defaulters have become criminals, as well as all those whose feet in

their eftbrts to obtain an inside seat, have slid in due time, and who

in consequence thereof have passed down the political incline to that

bourne (oblivion) from whence no politician has ever returned, pass

like a panorama in review before him. It is sad, but it is true, that

political gambling will ultimately bring a man to shame. Will it ever

stop ? I fear me never.

The Author.



CHAPTER I.

1847.

Opening Address—Democratic Policy and its Effects—War on the Constitution

—

Meeting of January 30th, at the Council Room—L. P. Crary—S. P. Coon

—

Job Haskall Ordinance Passed Business Directory Sketch of J. F.

Birchard and of Edward Emery— R. W. Pierce—Graffenburg Pills— Bridges

—Sketch of Hon. J. H. Van Dyke—McGregor Female Seminary—August
Greulich—Badger Supper—An Old Settler—David Bonham— Political

—

Noonan vs. King—The Earthquake—Steamers—April Election—Retirement

of Solomon Juneau—Reliance Works of Decker & Saville—Sketch—New
Board—Jonathan Taylor—Torch Light Procession—Report of School Com-
missioner John B. Smith Incidental Council Proceedings Tavern
Inspecto-s—Leonard Kennedy, Sketch of—Report of Finance Committee

—

Brick Sidewalks—Painting a Painter —The Empire Mill—Assessments

—

Legislative—Fall Election— William Shew's Speech—Exports and Imports.

If there's a hole in a' your coats,

I rede you tent it;

A chiel's amang you taking notes,

And faith, he'll prentit.

Milwaukee in 1847 ^^.d, as stated in VoL 2, attained the proud

position of a municipality, and taken her position as such among

her sister cities in the west. Up to this time her march to wealth

and influence as a commercial emponuni had been slow, but from

this on it was to be much more rapid. Her unrivaled advantages

were beginning to be appreciated by men of capital, and as a

natural sequence, investments were made in real estate, that

were destined to make millionaires of those who made them. And

it is those who came at that tune, as a rule, who are the most

wealthy to-day. But as has been stated, with the close of 1846,

her pioneer history had ended, and she had now settled down to

the business of life in earnest. A new era had also dawned upon

her politically; she had always been Democratic, the leaders of

which party (among those to the " manor " born), had up to this

time been able to keep the reigns in their own hands, and the offices

too, by continually warning the foreigners against having anything to

do with the " awiul " Whigs, who they assured them were the
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exact counterparts of the "feudal lords and barons " of their own

native land,* and who would reduce them to the same state of

vassalage in this, their adopted country, as they had endured there,

and even worse if they could. But the foreign element had now

become too strong as well as politically too hungry to be kept in

leading strings any longer. They had (to use a homely phrase)

" raked the chestnuts out of the iire," for their self-appointed

instructors long enough, and with the change of government from

the old trustee to the aldermanic system, came a desire on the

part of that element, for political honors as well as political spoils,

that metaphorically speaking, made " Rome howl " for the next

ten years, and the baleful effects of which are visible to-day in the

broken health and blasted reputations of some yet living who were

the leaders in the Democratic party in 1847. Theirs was a case of

self destruction, for as it came to pass with the Hindoos when

under Mohammed Ali, Nawab of Arcot, they called upon the

English army to aid them in their intestine wars with the Nawabs of

the Pretty Kingdomsf (into which like as was Ireland in ancient

times—that sunny clime was then divided), so it came to pass

with them. Their guests became their masters and have held the

fort. Neither from that time to the present has any native born

*The evil consequences of the course pursued by the Democratic leaders

towards the foreigners when they first came this country are felt throughout

the land to-day. Perhaps they were not aware of the natural effects of such a

course as they pursued, their object being to keep in power, which they saw they

were in danger of losing if left to contend with the Whigs on equal terms, and
took the dangerous course of removing all restrictions to naturalization, thereby

giving the most ignorant peasant from Europe the same political rights immedi-
ately upon his landing on our soil, that it took a native twenty-one years to acquire.

Was theie ever in the history of any nation greater injustice done or geater folly

committed than this !

fit was wholly by the intestine wars among the petty chiefs of the divided

Ireland that the English first got a foothold there, and the same foolish policy

gave them India. The Hinaoos as well as the Irish saw their mistake, but

only when it was everlastingly too late.

It has been said that when Surajah Dowlah, Nawab of Bengal, who took

Calcutta from the English in 1756, and thrust his prisoners into the black hole,

was in his turn defeated in 1757 by the English under Lord Clive and became
convinced that the invaders had come to stay, offered as an illustration of what
he would give them to vacate the country, to build a bridge across the Hoogly
(there about three-fourths of a mile in width), the piers and abutments of which
should be of gold mohors $7.50 each, or rupees fifty cents each. And they to have
it all; but they would not.

The writer who spent the winter of 1835 '36 in Calcutta has seen the

place where this black hole stood, (at that time) occupied by the Custom House.
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American citizen, unless he would out-herod Herod in catering lo

the wishes of his self invited masters, ever been able to '^^et his name
upon the Democratic slate, and never will. Politically they have

cut their own throats.

The right to vote, hold office and sit upon the jury* was a new
thing to our foreign born citizens, and they went in for both with a

vim. Gay old times were those early municipal elections, when

Albert Bade, G. M. Fitzgerald, John White, M. Schoeffler, Herman
Schwarting, Francis Huebschmann, Ed. McGarry, Richard Murphy,

Andrew McCormick, Daniel Kennedy, John Rosebeck, and per-

haps a few others were the Democratic leaders among the foreign

population, all of whom, with the exception of Rosebeck, McGarry

and Schwarting, have crossed the "dark river" and are at rest. But

this greed for office, which is in fact nothing but a disease, a kind of

political ague, ran itself out, to a certain extent, after a few years;

to be an alderman now is no great credit to any one, and financially,

if the would-be alderman is honest, it is a curse. But so it is ever

in a new country with a population as heterogeneous as was ours,

and whose first political leaders were the demagogues, and in some

instances the demijohns, from among those to the manor born,

and who met the immigrants on their arri^al upon our shores with a

smile so child-like and bland, ready to instruct them in the art of self

government. Consequently 1847 was politically a stormy year.

The Mexican war for the extension of slavery was also in full blast.

*I think it will not be denied by any one who is at all familiar with our
courts, that for years alter the adoption of the charter our jury system was, to a

great extent, a farce, .-s it often happened that many of them were not only
ignorant of the language, but also ignorant of the law, and that consequently

many ludicrous scenes were enacted m and about the old court house, that if

related would not add much to the dignity of the Bench or the Bar, one of

which, however, I will relate, viz : that of a case brought from Racine county in

which to the writer's own knowledge, two of the panel at least were unable to

tell which was the plaintiff or which was the defendant, and one of whom, a Mr.

McCarthy, had not the remotest idea of the nature of the case he was supposed

to be trying, and who backed into a corner of the jury room busily engaged in

lighting his old dudeen (a clay pipe as black as ink), naively asked of the

writer "what in the divil all this fuss was about, we"d been listening to the

day." He was a nice juryman, but then it was probably his turn.

The phrase " his turn," arose from an election held in the third ward many
years ago, at which one of the citizens of that ward (yet living) was a candida'e

for the office of constable, and who when asked how he expected to get along

with it (as he could neither read nor write) replied that he didn't care a d n,

it was his turn.
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the music of tlie soul-stirring fife ami drum being constantly heard

in our streets as the brave volunteers were marched to the steamers

which were to carry them to the land of the Montezumas, from

whence more than half of them were destined never to return.

The wiiole of which was well calculated to remind them of their

own land of standing armies and military display. So that in

place of finding in their newly adopted country a haven of rest,

they found themselves upon their arrival in a country filled with

turmoil and engaged in unholy war, into which many of them

were induced to take a part and where they found a grave. Neither

were they at all backwards in enrolling themselves under the flag of

their adopted country to help the " slave power" crush out the last

vestige of human liberty from the land, for the war was certainly

brought about for that and for nothing else, not knowing in their

ignorance what they did. But they know now, and in the late

rebellion have, as well as the native born, had a baptism of blood

that has washed them from all their former sins, and (with a few

exceptions) clothed them with republicanism as with a garment.

But I digress. Another subject breeding contention at this time

was the adoption or rejection of the new state constitution, formed

the previous year at Madison, a thing of joy to the locofoco* wing

of the Democratic party, but one that the majority of that party

rejected with as much contempt as did the whigs, principally on

account of the hard money clause and the want of a proper

exemption clause, and from January to April, when it was to be

voted upon, both sides were continually assaiHng each other in the

papers, and holding meetings, some of which at least were not "love

feasts," and in which the antics of the would-be leaders resembled

those of the howling dervishes of Constantinople, more than of

rational beings, as will be seen further on. But the April election

settled all that at last by defeating the " blarsted thing," as the

Englishman would say, after which peace again spread her white

mantle over us for a season.

f

*Il was that wing of the Democratic party mainly who were in favor of the
first constitution.

fThe first constitutional convention assembled at Madison on the 5th day of
October, 1846, and adjourned Dec. i6th, 1846, having framed a constitution that
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Torch Light Procession.

There was a grand Democratic torch Hght procession on the 19th

of January, for the purpose of giving the new constitution a boom,

which was pretty severely commented upon by the Sentinel^ in

which it Avas intimated that hke the Dutch before Fort Casimir (or

Christiana), the leaders well knowing the fate that awaited their

banding, were only seekuig for a safe spot to sit down upon. This

brought the following reply from the Courier:

"The Sentinel ^-nA Gazette need not be anxioiis about our not finding a soft spot

on which to sit down, for if our nether parts were as callous as is their head v\-e

could sit down upon a brick and never know it.

—

Ed.

I will bet a hat that Noonan wrote that.

War in the Camp.

There was in the Sentinel and Gazette of January 29th, a call

signed by 120 of the leading Democrats, who were opposed to tlie

new constitution, for a meeting to be held at the Common Council

room, then located on Spring Street, on the 30th, for the purpose of

taking measures to call a new convention, in case the present con-

stitution should be rejected, the reading of which produced a terrible

commotion in the locofoco camp, whose leaders saw, or thought

they saw, in this call that their protege was in danger of being throt-

tled, to prevent which they at once determined to get control of the

meeting, and as the proceedings on account of this attempt were

more on the " Kilkenny cat " order than of an orderly assemblage,

I will give a short sketch of them, taken partly from the Setitiiiel awA

Gazette of February 2d, and pardy from memory, and which were

substantially as follows

:

As stated the meeting was to be held in the Council room, in

front of which at the hour appointed some 400 had assembled, but

as the key was not forthcoming they could not get in without

breaking the door, which was quickly done, and the fun commenced.

Those friendly to the call placed the late Dr. Thomas J. Noyes in the

kee were Don A. J. Upham (who was president), Francis Huebschmann. Wallace

W. Graham, Garrett Vliet, John Crawford, Asa Kmney, Garrett M. Fii/gerald,

John Cooper, John H. Tweedy, James Magone, Horace Chase and Charles K.

Brown.
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chair, and for a short time there was music by the entire band; it

was more Hke pandemonium let loose, than an orderly assemblage.

This state of things lasted for at least fifteen minutes when the

friends of the bantling called upon Judge Helfenstein (a Democrat

from Pennsylvania) to take the chair, which after a free fight during

which several were badly hurt, some knocked down and dragged out,

and one—Dick Murphy (see annexed slip*)—cut with a knife, he suc-

ceeded in doing, order at length having been in some degree restored,

James HoHday,t a Democrat who had signed the call (and a first-

class citizen in every respect), offered a resolution which in substance

rejected the new constitution, alleging that it was not a genuine

Democratic document,^ and calling upon the Legislature, then in

session, to pass an act authorizing a new convention. This move

brought the late D. A. J. Upham and Judge A. D. Smith, to their

* " THE CUT WITH A KNIFE."

For the Mikvatikee Courier.

Mr. Editor:—I propose to enlighten your readers a little in regard to Alder -

man Murphy's " cut v/ith a knife," about which the valorous " little General "

made such a grand flourish last week. The General saw, doubtless, twenty men
in buckram and slayed them all, leading his gallant hosts off the field with only

a wounded Alderman. And it was but fair that the (leneral should be allowed to

make the most of a chivalrous retreat. If he had given us a list of the killed as

well as wounded, the public would have had a better idea of the fight, though
the doughty Alderman might have figured less conspicuously, and the General's
laurels been more equivocal but not less green.

The truth is this. When the people gathered about the door of the Council
room, it was locked. They waited some time, till the number increased so rap-
idly that the General became alarmed and dispatched a portion of his body guard
to reconnoitre. 'J'he Alderman was honored with the command of the expedition,
and it must be admitted he accomplished a manoeuvre which fully entitled him to

the honorable mention made of him by his superior officer. I/e found his way in
at the back door. To effect an entrance he broke in a pane of glass with his

elbow, then reaching in his hand and seizing the bar that fastened the door, he gave
it a violent jerk, in doing which his wrist came in contact with a point of glass
adhering in the putiy, which penetrated the skin and actually drew blood. One
of his companions caught a pocket handkerchief, and with a presence of mind
equal to the emergency, wrapped it around the wound. It is thought the Alder-
man will recover.

This is the veritable and circumstantial account of " Alder??ian Murphy's cut
'with a knije."

" Let those jest at scars who never felt a wound."
Yours, etc.,

West Point.

t Holliday & Brisbin. John Brisbin left shortly after. I think he came from
Prairie du Chien.

t It was claimed by the locofocos that the first constitution was a simon-pure
Democratic document, and for this reason alone, every Democrat was in duty
bound to vote for it, But they didn't.
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feet in support of the bantling they had both been nursing so care-

iully, and in doing which both gentlemen made use of language that

would certainly have been declared out of order in any respectable

prayer meeting. They were followed by Mr. Kilbourn who spoke

against the adoption of the present constitution, in a clear, calm and

dignified speech, after which Leonard P. Crary, who had signed the

call, arose, and to the utter astonishment of every one present, came

out " flat footed " for it, (Leonard always was a little queer,) closing

his peroration with the following quotation, " that with all its faults,

he loved it still." At this the audience fearing that Mr. Crary's wind

would not hold out, called upon him in tones that would have melted

the heart of a sign post, to " hold up ! hold up ! Crary, for God's

sake hold up ! don't bust yourself ; let up a Httle," followed by cat

calls; "hustle him out," and "sich," Crary finally let up, and was

followed by S. Park Coon,* who was continually interrupted with

cat calls, groans and yells, but he kept the floor until Uncle Job

Haskell, a Tammany Democrat, thinking from the proceedings that

he was in the Bowery and a free fight in progress, pulled oft" his coat

and went in, but was instantly knocked out of time, after which the

locos, having apparently (in nautical parlance) became " gallied "f at

their own work, left and a new organization was effected with Rich-

ard Murphy as secretary, when Wallace W. Graham offered a resolu-

tion declaring it inexpedient to take any steps looking towards anew

constitution until the people had passed upon the present one. To

which Mr. HoUiday offered an amendment denying in substance that

the Democracy of Milwaukee, were in any way interested in the

present one, and that a new convention luas necessary, which was

* S. Park Coon was for many years one of our most prominent lawyers r.nd

politicians; he was the second attorney-general of Wisconsin. He was a leading

Democrat, but like too many others who enter the political arena, he fell a victim

to dissipation and became a beggar. He was supported by the charity of his

brother lawyers for several years before his death, which occurred at the

Passavant hospital October 12th, 1883. He was a genial, whole-souled fellow in

his palmy days, and but for the fatal cup, would have, no doubt, been a man of

influence to-day. But such is too often the result of a political life. It l<ills

both body and soul. A sketch of S. P. Coon appeared in Feck's Sun of October

20th, 1883, which hits the nail on the head, but lengthly as well as not per-

haps entirely appropriate for a full insertion here. But it was right to the point,

and should be read by every young man in the country who wants to be a

politician.

j" Frightened.
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unanimously adopted, after which they adjourned. This ended the

farce got up by a few poHticians for the sole purpose of forcing an

instrument on the people, that the people did not want, and which

they were determined, Whigs as well as Democrats (for the two

parties were united upon that question), that they would not have.

But the meeting was one of the richest, as well as the liveliest for a

short time that I ever attended in Milwaukee, and nothing short of

New York or Philadelphia could have beaten it. It was, however,

the natural outcome of an organization where every third man wants

an office and is bound to have it or know the reason why. They

behave better now, however, occasionally.*

Ordinances.

The following are some of the Ordinances passed in 1846 and

1847:

AN ORDINANCE to authorize the Marshal to appoint deputies.

Be it ordained by the Mayor and Aldertnen of the City oj Milwaukee in Common

Council assembled

:

Section i. That the marshal be, and is hereby authorized to appoint deputy

marshals whenever he may deem it expedient so to do, and said deputy marshals

shall take an oath of office, and give bond for the faithful performance of the

duties of said office, to said marshal, who shall be responsible for all acts of any

deputy by him so appointed; provided, however, that not more than one deputy

shall hold office in any one Ward at one time.

Sec. 2. That all deputy marshals duly appointed, shall have power to do and

perform all acts which by law the marshal may do in person.

Passed July 13th, 1846.

A. Henry Bielfeld, Clerk. J. B. SMITH, Acting Mayor.

* Politics have cost the government a mint of money. Neither will the drain
upon the pockets of the tax-payer cease its flow until the curse called universal
suffi-age is driven from the land. Only think of it, giving a man who pays no
taxes the same political rights and power as the one who does. Can anything be
more absurd—make a man an alderman or a supervisor, (as has been done,) who
does not own a dollar of taxable property in the Ward he misrepresents? It is no
wonder that John White should claim tliat Americans were not competent to hold
office, and that foreigners alone should hold office, for this universal suffiage is

certainly equivalent to our saying, come over and run this government, for we the
native born are not competent—besides we have no time. The writer has heard
John White make that assertion in presence of several others, and he meant it too.
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AN ORDINANCE to regulate the sale of wood and hay.

Be it ordained hv the Mayor and Aldermen of the City of Milwaukee in Cotnmon
Council assembled:

Section i. That from and after the 20th day of July, A. U. 1846, the public

square between Mason and Oneida Streets, and Market and Water Streets in the

First Ward shall be a public stand for the sale of wood and hay, and no person

shall be allowed to expose any wood or hay for sale on Water Street between

Chicago and Mason Streets in the First and Third Wards, nor shall any team

loaded with wood or hay be allowed to stand in said Water Street within said

limits more than ten minutes at any one time.

Sec. 2. There shall be erected at the expense of the First Ward a s ett of hay

scales upon said Market Square, and any person exposing hay for sale in the B'irst

Ward, shall, if required by the purchaser, sell such hay by the ton of 2,000 lbs.,

to be ascertained by weight upon said scales, the fees for weighing and furnishing

a certificate shall be twenty-five cents per load to be paid by the seller.

Sec. 3. One or more suitable persons shall be appointed by the Common

Council as public weighers, who shall before entering upon the duties of his

office, file a bond with the city clerk, for the faithful performance of the duties of

his office in the sum of five hundred dollars—he shall have charge of said hay scales,

and attend to the weighing of hay and other commodities sold by weight; he

shall keep a record of the weight of all articles weighed by him, the name of the

seller or person applying to have the same weighed and the gross and net weight,

and shall be allowed one-half the fees for weighing as compensation for his

services, and the other half he shall at the end of each financial quarter pay to

the treasurer of the city of Milwaukee for the use of the First Ward.

Sec. 4. Any person exposing wood for sale, shall sell such wood by the cord if

so required by the purchaser, the quantity to be ascertained by one of the city

measurers, the fee for measuring to be paid by the seller.

Sec. 5. There shall be appointed by the Common Council, one or more

measurers of wood and bark in each Ward, whose duty it shall be to measure

wood and bark, when called upon; and shall be allowed to receive six cents per

load if measured by the load or six cents per cord if measured in the pile.

Sec. 6. Any person violating any of the provisions of this ordinance shall

forfeit and pay one dollar for each offense with costs of prosecution, to be recov-

ered before the Pohce Court of the City of Milwaukee.

Passed July 13th. 1846.

A. Henry Bielfield, Clerk. J. B. SMriTI, Acting Mayor.

This is the first ordinance regulating the sale of wood anil hay of

which there is any record, and applied to the then First Ward, now

the First and Seventh. It was amended in 1852 and a weigh

master appointed—Wni. H. Perry, (now at Superior City), who also

measured wood. [This scale stood near the center of the Square,
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or opposite what is now No. 454 East Water Street.] There was

also one against nuisances, gaming and dogs running at large, all of

which was naturally a dead letter, however, for years, and are so to

much too great an extent, to-day. And one for a night watch.

December 3d, 1846.

Sec: jg, of an Ordinance for the prevention and extinguishment of fires and

to regulate a storage and vending for gunpowder :

"At any alarm of fire the bell shall be rung in a manner to indicate the ward

in which it originates, viz :

If in the ist ward, by two quick strokes and thi-ee quick strokes, with a short

pause between alternately.

If in the 2d ward, by two quick strokes and a short pause.

If in the 3d ward, by three quick strokes and a short pause.

If in the 4th ward, by four quick strokes and a short pause.

If in the 5th ward, by five quick strokes and a short pause.

And if the ringer cannot determine in which ward the fire is, he shall ring a

continual alarm."

IN COMMON COUNCIL.
Milwaukee, Feb. 4th, 1847.

Resolved, That the 39th section of the Fire Ordinance be published in the

daily Sentinel and Courier for one week—and that a premium of one dollar be

paid to the person ringing the first bell in accordance with the rules; provided

there is a fire at the time of the alarm.

A. HENRY BIELFELD, Clerk.

AN ORDINANCE establishing a public stand in the third ward.

Be it ordained by the Mayor and Aldermen of the city oj Milwauhee in Common
Council assembled:

Sec. I. That a public stand for the sale and disposal of wood, hay and other

marketable articles be and the same is hereby established in the third ward,

which shall consist of the following portions of Detroit street, namely : those

between East Water street and the Milwaukee River, and between said East

Water street and Main street.

Passed Feb. 8th, 1847.

A. Henry Bielfield, Clerk. J. B. SMITH, Acting Mayor.

And one for compelling the attendance of members.

AN ORDINANCE to compel the attendance of the members of the

Common Council.

Be it ordained by the Mayor and Common Council of the city of Mihvaukee in

Co77imon Council assembled:

Sec. I. That when any member of the common council shall absent himself

from the sitting after he shall have been in attendance on the sitting without the

leave of the common council, shall be fined in the sum of ten dollars.
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Sec. 2. That when any member of the common council shall refuse to attend

a meeting of the common council after a resolution shall have been passed by a

majority of the members present requiring his attendance forthwith, such

member shall be fined in the sum of twenty dollars.

Passed July 19th, 1847.

Chas. C. Savage, Clerk pro tern. JOHN B. SMITH, Acting iMayor.

The business Directory for 1847 was substantially the same as in

1846.

The forwarding houses were Dousman & Co., at their old stand

;

Miller & Cushman, at the Point, (checkered warehouse); McClure &
WilHams,—J. E. McClure & Thos. P. WiUiams,—at the Reed ware-

house on Erie Street, Putnam & Co.,—O. S. & F. R. Putnam,

—

where the Marine Block now stands, (north-east corner of South

Water and Ferry Streets); D. Newhall, at the old red warehouse on

South Water Street; and A. Sweet, at the red warehouse foot of East

Water Street.

POOL FORMED.

The storage and commission men formed a pool this year at the

South Pier. The pool was composed of Alanson Sweet, Putnam &
Co., Dousman & Co., McClure & Williams, and Miller & Cushman

;

Julius White, agent. It did not last fong, however, as the competi-

tion was too strong.

The civil engineers were William Jervis, Geo. S. West, John and

Jasper Vliet, Benj. H. Edgerton, Jas. McCall, Wm. S. Trowbridge,

I. A. Lapham, and perhaps others.

The wholesale grocers were P. W. Badgely, 189 East Water Street,

now 387*; Hiram W. Beebe, 397 East Water Street ; Kimball &

*As stated in Vol. 2, page 84, in the new street numbering, it was the

intention of the engineer in charge of the work, K. H. Blodgett, to add just 200

to the old numbering ; i. e., what was 78 then, would be 278 now, &c. This,

however, will not always prove to be correct, for this reason : some of the stores

under the old system, particularly upon the East Side, were only nine, others

eleven to fourteen, and in one instance thirty feet front each, which would some-

times bring five numbers upon a sixty-foot lot. The new system adopted in

1864, gives three numbers of twenty feet each to a sixty-foot lot ; conseciuently it

moved some forward and some backward, and some, (the present bank building

on the south-west corner of East Water and Michigan Sts., for instance,) retain

their original numbers. The bank was originally 16:?, now 363. But the old J.

S. Rockwell store is by this process set back two numbers. Under the old sys-

tem it was 157 & 159 ; now it is 355 & 357. The number upon the south-west

corner of East Water and Wisconsin Sts. is set back by the same process. It was

originally 201, and is now 399, &c. This explanation is made for the use of those

who have never investigated the matter, and would therefore not understand why
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Hall—Alba Kimball .V' Wm. H. Hall,—353 East Water Street; Rich-

ard Murphy, 310 East Water Street ; the Pittsburg Store of J. R.

McCune, 276 East Water Street.

Wholesale dry goods firms were Bradford Bros., 357 East Water

Street; Sexton cV' Wing,—Lester Sexton and John Wing,—337 East

Water Street.

Dealers in general merchandise were Henry Sayers, The People's

Store, 192 West Water Street ; Chas. Hall, City Cash Store, 325 East

Water Street; Edward Warner, 371 East Water Street ; F. A. Northrop,

Birchard's block, on Spring Street ; Empire Leather Store ; Allis &

Allen,—Edward P. Allis and William Allen,—334 East Water Street;

Palmer & Lord, 13 Spring Street
;
John S. Pardee,* 345 East Water

Street; J. N. Bonesteel, 385 East Water Street; Jacob Rapeljie,

190 West Water corner of Spring Street; Chas. G. Denny, grocer,

321 East Water Street; Henry Newhouse, clothier, 398 East Water

Street ; Wm. Pierce, dealer in boots and shoes, 336 East Water Street

;

H. L. Page, Old Pioneer Store, 393 East Water Street; Boyd &
(jridleys 1 1 Spring Street. This was a very large store for those days.

Wm. H. Byron, hardware, 351 East Water Street; Milwaukee Vari-

ety Store, Daggett & Richardson, 346 East Water Street; Wm. S.

Wells, clothier, 372 East Water Street; Geisburg& Brosius, clothiers,

390 East Water Street; James Kneeland, general merchandise, 355

East Water Street
;
Joseph Cordes, provisions, 324 East Water Street

;

Francis G. Tibbets, hardware, 365 East Water Street ; R. D. Jennings,

general stock, northwest corner of Third and Chestnut Streets

;

Daniel W. Bayles, clocks, 379 East Water Street, quite a large stock

for those times. Willmans & Bo'isseHer, German, dry goods, 350

Third Street, (old number)
;
John H. Silkman, hats and caps, 354

some of the old numbers are changed and others are not. With this explanation

I shall give from this on, (as a rule), the present numbering; and when the old is

given, shall give both.

Main St. will also be given when the present Broadway is meant, and Spring St.

for Grand Avenue, as these streets were known by those names; the former up
to April 10, 1870, and the latter to Dec. 12, 1876, at which dates they were
changed by ordinance.

The present Pro-pect Avenue, originally the old Port Washington Road, was
changed to Michigan Avenue May, 5, 1853, but the change did not obtain. (See
City Ordinance Book.)

*In Vol. 2, page 241, this gentleman is down as James S. Pardee. This, I

think, is an error, and should be John, although the writer has in his possession
a document in which it is James S. Pardee.
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East Water Street ; Fred. Wardner, dry goods, ^t,^ East Water Street,

Roger's Block, large stock ; Henry W. Conant, hats and caps, 382

and 384 East Water Street ; Bradley & Metcalf, boots and shoes, 389
East Water Street; Ludington & Co., old corner store, now 401 East

Water Street ; Lyon Bros., a new firm, W. & A. M. Lyon, 399 East

Water Street, Higby's old place; Cicero Comstock, dry goods, large

stock, 356 West Water Street ; M. D. Curren, dry goods, 331 East

Water Street, large stock ; Shepard & Bonnell, hardware, 391 East

Water Street; Leonard J. Farwell, hardware, 335 East Water Street,

Roger's Block ; Henry A. Hayden, dry goods, 363 East Water Street;

F. J. Blair, crockery, (sketched in Vol. 2), 398 East Water Street;

Peck & Baker,—Henry P. Peck and Thos. L. Baker,—dry goods,

338 East Water Street. This was a large store, it included carpets

among its stock; it was one of the first to do so. Mr. Peck was

sketched in Vol. II, page 244; Mr. Baker will be further on. Fowler

& Ely,*—Geo. J. Fowler and Ambrose Ely,—boots and shoes, 395

East Water Street ; McCormick & Hayburn,—Andrew McCormick

and James C. Hayburn,—327 East Water Street; Nathaniel S. Don-

aldson; general stock and a large one, 377 East Water Street ; Benj.

Throop, hats and caps, 386 East Water Street ; Steinhart & Adler,

392 East Water Street; Philetus Yale clothing, 366 P^ast Water

Street; Nazro & King,—Henry J. Nazro and Henry U. King,

—

hardware, 318 East Water Street; David (ieorge, (German),

hats and caps, 339 East Water Street
;
John Furlong, grocer, 248

East Water Street; GreuUch & Haertel,—August (ireulich and

Herman Haertel,—grocers, 360 Third Street ; G. P. Hewett, hard

ware, 374 East Water Street; [This retains the old number with the

200 added.] Holton & Goodall, dry goods, 177 West Water Street

;

and no doubt many others, but these were the principal firms engaged

in the dry goods, grocery, and hardware business in 1847. And

although some of them, like Jennings, Peck & Baker, Boyd & Led-

yard, Hohon & Goodall, Ludington & Co., Jas. Kneeland, Fred.

Wardner, and a few others kept a large stock, yet the whole of them

put together would not be eijual in value or bulk to T. A. Chapman's.

But they filled the bill for that day just as satisfactorily as does his

for the present time.

*Dissolved March, 22 Mr. Ely retaining the business.
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Prominent among the druggists of 1847 was Wm. M. Cunningham,

347 (old No. 149) East Water Street, who came herefrom Waukesha, I

think in 1846, and who became quite famous as a druggist. He Avas

a man of great energy of character. In person, he was above the

medium height, sleightly built, had a thin face, (beardless), dark brown

hair, and dark blue eyes. He was of a nervous temperament, walked

quick and erect, and had a soft pleasant voice. Had a great love for

books, was fond of music, cultivated a taste for the fine arts, and was

of morals unimpeachable. Careful of what he said or did, he built up

a large business and died from overwork at Lockport, N. Y., May

lUMlllp

1^1 IW. IVI. CUNNINGHAM. 1^1

18, 1849. He was succeeded by Seth Johnson, Jr. The annexed is

a cut of his store as it appeared when built, the late J. B. Martin granite

block, (Vol. n, page 241). Mr. Cunningham married Anna Martin,

the sister of the late Jas. B. Martin, by whom he had one child,—

a

daughter born shortly after his death, now the wife of Henry Nie-

decken of this city.
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Another who was quite prominent as a wholesale and retail drug-

gist in 1847 is Henry Fess, Jr., who came to Milwaukee from Pitts-

burg in April, 1846, and opened at what is now 405 East Water Street,

from whence he removed, in 185 1, to 377 East Water Street, Heidie's

Block; and from there, in 1853, to 395 Martin's Block, where he did

a large business. Mr. Fess, who is now at 436 Milwaukee Street, is

one of our most respected citizens ; and although like many others, he

failed to get rich, has the consolation of knowing that he has the re-

spect of his fellow citizens. He is of a very quiet temperament, is not

aggressive ; in fact, this is his great fault. He is no talker, greets every

one cordially, if acquainted, and if he tells you a thing is so, you can

depend upon its being true. 1 have known Mr. Fess intimately for

many years, and hope the day is far distant when his pleasant face

and Hthe form shall be seen upon our streets no more.

Another hrm who came first in 1845, was Bosworth & Sons,

—

Howard Bosworth and Fitch J. and Charles Bosworth,—from Buffalo,

and opened a store at 194 West Water Street, just above Spring Street,

(This firm will be more fully sketched further on.) And Allen W.

Hatch, (afterwards Hatch & Patterson), who the reader will remem-

ber was fully sketched m Vol. H, as a partner of the Rockwells, F.

Wardner and others, and who was in the dry goods business in 1847,

at 397 East Water Street, were among the most prominent druggists.

Mr. Hatch is still living although out of business.

Prominent among the book stores in 1847, besides S. L. Rood, and

P. C. Hale, who was fully sketched in Vol. n,.page 121, was Isaiah

A. Hopkins, (Vol. II, page 269), then at 344 U. S. Block, and Henry

Niedecken. Mr. Hopkins took the lead for several years in the book

trade, more particularly school books. He also kept a bindery (see

cut) and a circulating library. He was a tall, slim man, full of self-

conceit and "blarney," knew, everything, or at least thought he did,

and was not a very pleasant man to get along with at all times. He

was very nervous and excitable, and advertised very largely, some of

his cuts being quite expensive. He left for Washington, D. C, many

years ago, where he still resides.

Among the hotels were the United States Hotel, the Treniont

House, the City Hotel, the Lake House, the American House, the

Milwaukee House, Leland's Exchange, Spnng Street, all kept by
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the same landlords as in 1S46. Also the Traveler's Home, T. O'Brien,

268 East Water Street ; Eastern Hotel, foot of Huron Street, by J. L.

Mitchell; Cottage Inn,* South Side, by Jesse M. Van Slyke; St.

David's Hotel, (Welsh), 81 East Water Street, by John Jenkins, and

perhaps a few others ; but these were the principal ones.

Jewellers were Wm. Diesbrow, now at Mackinac, 346 East Water

Street
; Speer & Edwards,—Samuel M. Edwards and Isaac Speer,

—

108 Huron Street ; Abner Kirby, northeast corner of Wisconsin and

East Water Streets, (or Kirby and Nathaniel Kellogg) ; and Samuel

M. Gardner, 378 (old No. 180) East W^ater Street, were the principal

ones.

Prominent among the early cabinet makers and who is yet in bus-

*0n page 246, Vol. 2, is was stated that this building stood on the south side
of Clinton St., midway between Lake and South Water. This is an error. It
stands at what is now Nos. 134 & 136 Clinton, next to the corner of Lake, and is
used for purposes of merchandise.
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ness was John F. Birchard, who came to Milwaukee from New York

City, September 9, 1845. His first place of business was a small,

two-story frame shop, erected on the south 20 feet of lot i, block 71,

Fourth Ward, now occupied by the '' Birchard Block," on the south-

west corner of Spring and West Water Streets, at what is now 179

West Water^Street, built by^the late Harvey Birchard. This building

was subsequently removed to Hill Street, and converted into a

dwelling, and a shop erected on the alley directly south of, and con-

nected with what is now 107 Grand Avenue, then No. 21 Spring

Street, which he occupied for a salesroom. Into this factory Mr.

Birchard put a steam engine,—the first one ever used in Milwaukee

for the manufacture of cabinet furniture. He also introduced some

machinery, his own invention, for making ornamental work, the first

ever used in the West. Here he remained until 1869, when he built

the store Nos. 121 and 123 Wisconsin Street, into which he removed,

and where he has remained until the present time. He subsequently

built a factory upon Sixth Street, on the Menomonee Canal, where he

manufactured for several years. This factory is yet standing at the

south end of Sixth Street Bridge. Mr. Birchard is a practical and

thorough-going mechanic, having been brought up to the business

in one of the oldest establishments in New York City. He is also a

practical draftsman and designer, and has built up a reputation for

good work that no other firm in the West has ever excelled ;
neither

is it any disparagement to the Messrs. Matthews Bros., or any other

institution of the kind in Milwaukee to say that, although they may

make equally good, they cannot make any better ; and to be told that

such a piece of furniture, (when offered for sale), is Birchard's make,

is a guarantee to the purchaser that it will not come to pieces in six

months.

In person, Mr. Birchard is of medium height, compactly built, is

always cool and collected, is not much of a talker, and never exag-

gerates, or makes any statement that he cannot substantiate. His

great mistake, if it can be called such, was in forgetting that the great

West was rapidly filling up with a class of peo])le not wealthy; and \\\

not manufacturing an article of furniture that as to cost was within the

reach of the masses. By neglecting to do this, he lost a large trade

that his competitors have reaped the benefit of; and he is now too
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far advanced in life to recover the ground lost. His last invention is

a new style of writing desk, which he has had patented, and by the

sale of which he will undoubtedly make money, as it is in many re-

spects superior to any other in use. Mr. Birchard was for years an

active member of the Old Volunteer Fire Department, and also of the

" Odd Fellows " association ; and, although others have distanced

him in the race tor wealth, yet he has the consolation of knowing

that the work of his hands in the shape of cabinet ware will be found

m the dwellmgs of the descendants of the early Milwaukeeans for a

century to come.

Edward Emery.

The annexed is a cut of this gendeman's confectionery store, as

it appeared when first erected on Wisconsin Street. It stood at what
is now 88.* His first place of business was at No. 15 (old No.) ; and.

*This building was purchased by Wm. Thwaites, who removed it to Jackson St.
and converted it into a dwelling. It is known to-day as 639 Jackson St.
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as he was quite a character m his day, I will give a short sketch of

him. He was a man of wonderful industry and perseverance, always

busy ; but, with him as with the hornet, it was not always easy to tell

wdiat he was busy about. His first great mistake was in starting off-

with his children on a concert tour. Ill luck seemed to follow him

ever after. He had lost his prestige as a " caterer " for the public,

which he never fully recovered, although he labored diligently so to do.

It was gone. Mr. Emery was of a nervous temperament, had a sandy

complexion, and blue eyes. He had a pleasing address, and appar-

ently was always cheerful ; but this was all put on for appearance

sake. His bad luck always clouded his mind.

His manner of advertising was somewhat peculiar, as the following

which is a fair sample of all of them, (poetry included), will show.

It is entitled " The Best Joke Yet is—That the reason that Emery

can't sell cheap is because he doesn't keep open Sundays. But the

people know better ; and Emery's Confectionery on \Visconsin Street

will continue to dispense the good things in the way of candies,

cakes, ice cream, jellies and molasses candy, as usual, ' two sticks for

a cent '—a piece."* Mr. Emery was a smcere Christian and an un-

compromising Republican and Temperance man. He died April

lo, 1877, more fi-om grief than fi-om disease. One of his worst

faults was a lack of dignity. Peace to his memory I

EMERY'S TOY STORE AGAIX.

We fling our banner to the breeze,

Let the weather thaw or freeze,

Should sugars or molasses rise,

The sticks shall be no smaller size;

And let the sugar stock decrease,

We'll sell two sticks for a cent apiece.

Navigation is over ; see the ice;

And yet we ask no higher price.

SufAcess, surely it can't be otherwise.

Must crown the candy enterprise.

*It is related of him that, while selling candies and pies at the old depot, some
inquisitive Yankee said to him, " Say don't you think it is rather small business

for a man to be sellmg cakes and pies in this depot?" and got for 3n answer, •'!

don't know of anything smaller, unless it is meddling with other people's busi-

ness." The Yankee vamosed.
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Whoever visits Emery's store,

If they have n't been there before,

Cannot but remark, that they

Must give it up, no more to say.

When they see the nice mince pies,

Then is when the purse-string flies.

Remember Emery's shop; 'tis he

That has the toys you ought to see.

Christmas and New Year's coming along,

He kinder hopes to see a throng.

No larger stock, nor nicer goods,

Have ever graced these Western woods.

The toys, he thinks, can't fail to suit;

And then you have these Rhymes to boot.

Give us a call; a cent from each,

A very nice amount will reach;

And others might a sixpence spend;

And here, we think, these Rhymes should end.

To go to dollars, would only serve

To hanow up the pocket nerve. •

But less will do us; we're very willing,

If nothing more, to take a shilling.

But all that Emery gets is easy spent.

Some goes for goods, an item for rent,

Finally, when the rest get through.

The printer gets a scanty pittance too.

Robert W. Pierce.

This gentleman came to Milwaukee from Charlemont, Mass., in

1844, and started a match factory, the first in the city, on Walnut

Street, north-east corner of Seventh and Walnut, in the Sixth Ward,

where he carried on the business until 1855, when a partnership was

entered into with Samuel D. Luscombe for the manufacture of lum-

ber, he still continuing the manufacture of matches until i860, since

which time he has dealt in lumber only, and in which both he and

Mr. Luscombe have made a large amount of money, and are reck-

oned to-day among our solid business men.

Mr. Pierce is one of those quiet, shrewd Yankees who look ahead,

and who always win. He is a very unassuming man, not nervous,

or easily excited, as is his partner, but one of the kind who always

look before they leap, and who always land upon their feet. He is

i
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not an easy man to get acquainted with, as his biimp of caution is

extremely large ; and if he takes a dislike to any one at first sight,

the individual against whom it is taken will not be likely to get any

nearer to him, as he will not change his first opinion, but will " fight

shy," (as the saying is), of that man always. He is, at the same

time, one of the kindest hearted men the writer ever knew, and a

peacemaker always. It is almost impossible for any one to quarrel

with him, if they wish to. He was never a politician in the full

sense of the term, although he takes a deep interest in the welfare of

his country ; neither has he ever held but one office, viz.: that of

Representative to the Legislature, from the Fourth Ward, in 18S3,

which he thinks will do him for the balance of his life,—no more of

that for him. The writer has been intimately acquainted with Mr.

Pierce for the last thirty years, and knows him well. He has a large

vein of mirth, is always cheerful, is very social with acquaintances,

has good conversational powers, is a great reader, and has a good

knowledge of the business of the country, as well as of its political

status. Such are some of the personal traits of Robert W. Pierce.

GRAFFENBURCi PiLLS. -4 ^QGOil.
These pills, which are a joy and comfort to man, were first oftered

to the citizens of Milwaukee by P. C. Hale. They were a great in-

stitution ; and for several years no pills ever invented, not excepting

Dr. A. J. Stadler's "blue pills," (two of which would make a man

think a band of Sioux were holding a war dance in his bowels), gave

our citizens so much happiness as did the " Graffenburg ;" and to be

the agent was a desideratim sought for by all the book and drug

stores in town. Even a. lawyer, in one instance, (F. Ripley, Jr.,)

acted as an agent for them. These bills would cure consumption,

cholera, asthma, hang-nail, hay fever, " high-fliluting," and even /v/V/'^i,'',

if taken in season ; but, if the habit was thoroughly seated, the

victim was probably a " goner."* Oh, but they were the pills for a new

country

!

*

*The author has never known but one remedy for this disease, when
once it got thoroughly fastened upon a man, and that was a charge of Inick-shot

in the head of the victim. 'I hat usually effected a cure. There is an instance on

record, however, where that remedy would have fluled, viz: that of a " marine"
in the PhTglish navy who had died of delirium tremens, upon whom the habit was
so thoroughly fastened that he undertook to tell a comrade who sat up w iih his

corpse about stealing a musket out of Plymouth Barracks some twenty years pre-

vious, six hours after he was dead. His case was beyond tlie reach of buckshot.
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Spring Srreet Bridge.

" Spring Street Bridge broke down Sunday evening, January 3, and

the Common Council, out of sheer sympathy, broke down the next

evening. They have both proved to be very expensive experiments
;

but, as they are both necessary evils, we hope to see them both in

working order again in a few days."

—

Milwaukee Sentinel, Jan. 6th.

This has reference to the meeting of January 4th, at which the

Council " played horse," and was what might properly be called an

" off night." No one would serve as president pro tern. They had

a gay old time throwing spit-balls and things at each other, and told

some stories that they certainly never learned in a Sunday School.

John H. Van Dyke.

This gentleman, who ranks second to none in all the c[ualities which

go to make a perfect man, came to Milwaukee from Detroit, Michi-

gan, April 17, 1845, and in connection with Norman J. Emmons,

who also came from Detroit, opened an office for the practice of law

in a frame building, at what is now 398 East Water Street, under the

title of Emmons & Van Dyke, where they remained until October,

1847, when they removed to the new brick building, erected the

previous summer by Jas. Christie,* at what is now 360 East Water

Street, (old No. 162) and now occupied by a part of Hon. Alex.

Mitchell's bank building, where they remained until January, 1850,

when they removed to the new building erected in 1849, by the late

James B. Martin, upon the southwest corner of East Water and Wis-

consin Streets, their office being directly over what is now 399 East

Water Street, and where they remained until 1869, during which time

they had reached the highest round in the ladder as a law firm—their

business being worth some $12,000 per annum—when Mr. Van

Dyke was elected president of the Northwestern Life Insurance Com-

pany as successor to Lester Sexton, deceased,! which office he filled

*Jas. Christie resided in Milwaukee only a short time, when he returned to

England, and is at present residing just outside the city of London, in a magnifi-

cent villa. He was a nephew of Geo. Smith of pioneer fame, who besides being
the founder of Mr. Mitchell's bank was also a heavy real estate owner in 1836,
and up to 1869 and 1870.

f Mr. Sexton died March 15, 1869 having only held the presidency two months
and a half as successor to S. S. Daggett.
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with marked ability until 1874, when he retired, and returned to the

practice of law. Few men in this city, among the profession, have

ever attained the legal or social eminence that has the gentleman

whose name heads this sketch. Industrious to an unusual degree,

never idle a moment, and with ability far above the average, good

health and good habits, coupled to a perseverance that never lagged,

he could not but succeed. His rules of practice were, first to sat-

isfy himself that his client had a just cause, and then go in to win.

And such was his sense of justice, that he would never undertake

any case which had a bad look, for any consideration ; his aim being

not to practice law for the purpose of gain alone, but to help the one

who was zvronged to regain his just rights, a maxim which, if all the

lawyers would adopt, there would be less litigation. In person Mr.

Van Dyke partakes of the compact and wiry frame of the race fi-om

from which he sprung, the Hollanders of the Mohawk Valley. He
is very methodical in all his business, never leaves for to-morrow

what should be done to-day, thus keeping his business matters well

in hand. He looks you square in the face when speaking, while at

the same time he reads you like a book. His morals are unim-

peachable, neither will he tolerate or associate with those whose are

not. He is always dignified, while at the same time he is not unap-

proachable to any one. He has few intimate friends, and as far as

the writer knows, no enemies. He has become very wealthy, and is

in the practice of law more for the benefit of his two sons, who are

just entering the profession, than for profit.

Mr. Van Dyke has always taken a deep interest in religion and

morality. He is a prominent member of the Methodist church (old

Spring Street), and has been upon its ofticial board for years. He
also drafted the first constitution for the Young Men's Association,

(now the cicy library), and was the first president of the Young Men's

Christian Association, of which he is yet a member. He has also

for years acted as a director of the Female College on Milwaukee

Street, and is always foremost in every good work. Such is John H.

Van Dyke. His former partner, Mr. Emmons, also a first-class law-

yer, and for many years a prominent one, particularly in the trial of

marine cases, (for which this firm was noted), was finally compelled,

on account of failing health, to go out of business, and is now a
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rcsick'iit of Dc'troil, the title of the present firm being Van Dyke &
Van Dyke, |ohn H., (ieo. D. and WilHam D. Van Dyke, their office

being located in tlie same suite of rooms in the present new build-

ing as were formerly occu])ied by the firm of Emmons & Van Dyke

in the old.*

The following cuts are fac similes of the different buildings which

have been erected upon this corner.

The first is the office of the Hon. Albert Fowler, spoken of in

Vol. I, page 20, as having been erected in 1834, and Vol. I, page 42

in a foot note,—as having been removed from the street (in which it

chanced to have been erected) upon the opening of East Water

Street in June, 1836, to that corner. It was, as can be seen, a small,

one story frame, about i2x 16 feet, and was not only used as an

office, but was also used as a prison for a short time, for the safe

keeping of Scott and Bennett, who murdered the Indian " Manitou,"

in November, 1836. See Vol. I, page 80.

The .second is the one erected in 1840, by Chas. C. Dewey, see

Vol. II, page 202, where one tenement, 395t present numbering, is

shown in the cut, representing that portion of East Water Street

between Wisconsin and Michigan Streets as it appeared in 1843.

The second cut shows the whole building, best known in those days

*'rhe Martin building was pulled down in 1881 and the present magnificent
structure erected upon its site by Max Mick, of New York city, who, as stated
in vol. 2, page 204, had purchased the property of Mr. Martin several years pre-
vious for $50,000, and who has expended $130,000 in the erection of the present
one. It is his monument. This building is occupied by a branch of the well
known firm of Browning, King & Co., " Golden Eagle Clothing Store," on a ten
years lease, at $10,000 per year. Russell T. Goodrich, agent.

fit was here that F. Wardner's powder came so near getting on fire, and Jo-
seph Ward was struck by lightning. (Vol. 2, page 88.)
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as the Sentinel building, the upper story of which (or at least a portion

of it was used for the pubUcation of that paper for several years.*

It had a hont of 46 feet on Last Watei btieet and a depth of

about 60.

The third is the Jas. B. Martin block erected in 1849, with a front

of 60 feet on East Water Street and a depth of 80—see Vol. II

page 264—and which at the time of its erection, was the finest build-

ing in the city. It was a vastly greater improvement upon its pre-

decessor than its successor was upon it ; neither was it expected that

*This building was removed to the south side of Huron street between East

Water street and Broadway just east of the alley, where it was burned in 1857.
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its superior would l)e found m the city for the next twenty years. It

has had a wonderful history. It was worn out, however, and pulled

down in 1881, and the present magnificent structure (No. 4) erected

upon its site.

Engraving.

There is also one more well known firm, now occupants of the

Mack building, who were also occupants of the Martin building,

viz: Messrs. Marr & Richards, John Marr, and Geo. L. Richards,

engravers in wood and metal. Mr. Marr, who is a native of Ger-

many, came to Milwaukee in 1855, and in 1857 went into partner-
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ship with P. L. Mossin, under the title of Mossin & Marr, their

place of business being at what is now 86 Wisconsin Street, (old No.

14) which partnership continued until 1865, when it was dissolved

and Mr. Marr remained alone until 1876, when a new partnership

was formed with Mr. Richards, under the title of Marr & Richards,

their place of business being in the Martin building until its demoli-

tion in 1 88 1, when they removed to the Iron block. No. 398 East

Water Street, where they remained until the completion of the present

building, when they returned to the same quarters in the new build-

ing formerly occupied in the old, except that their rooms in the old

were in the third story, while the present ones are located in the

fourth.

This firm are at the head of the profession in Milwaukee, and are

doing an unmense business and making money rapidly. They un-

derstand their business thoroughly, and their work never fails to

please.

Mr. Marr, the senior partner, is a natural engraver, and as a de-

signer, Mr. Richards, who is an American, (and the managing part-

ner) has no superior in the West. He has good executive abilities

and under his supervision, the work of their twenty-five employees

goes on with a regularity not always obtained in an institution of

this kind. He has an eagle eye and nothing escapes his observation,

whether in his shop or on the street. And the house, under his

supervision, has become very popular. Mr. Marr, although ap-

proaching the autumn of life, is always to be found at his post, and

when a piece of work has left his hands, it is safe to say that it is

finished. He is above the average height, has a large, bony frame, a

large head, a high forehead, very wide, large deep-set blue eyes, sandy

complexion and sandy hair, inclined to stand erect, he is a very quiet

and undemonstrative, very reticent, never puts himself forward, and

is a useful citizen. Mr. Richards, who is below the medium size has

a dark complexion, dark hair and eyes, a face oval and beardless, is

aggressive, and would succeed where many others would fail; the

" key-note " for which is, " that he has faith in himself, and his vocab-

ulary (like that of a sailor), contains no such word as can't. The
writer has watched Mr. Richards closely for several years, and will

bet money that the best planned confidence game in vogue, would
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have a poor chance for success if tried on him, as he is always on

his guard. He is now just in his prime, has a brilliant future before

him. And with Mr. iMarr as "aide-de-camp," the house cannot fail

to become one of the most pojuilar in the jjrofession in the west.

Female Seminary Opened,

South east corner ofiijackson and Oneida Streets, January i8, 1847,

Henry M. Lowe, A. M., John P. McCkegor, A. M., principals

;

Mi.ss Eunice Jones, assistant. Terms of instructions per quarter as

follows :

P"or classical studies $7 00

Higher Knglish 6 00

Junior " .- 5 °°
Primary " 4 00

French and Italian (extra) 4 00
German " 2 00

Music " 1000
Drawing, (35 lessons) 5 00

H. M. L( )WE, *

J. P. McGregor.
Milwaukee, January 18, 1S47.

Their successors were Miss Eliza Jones and Miss Eliza Hollister.

This building after its abandonment as a school, was used by the

Sisters of Charity, in connection with St. John's Cathedral, as a

Hospital for a short time, after which it was purchased by Michael

Page, who removed it to the south west corner of Jefferson and

Detroit Streets, where it was fitted upas a hotel for John Olmstead,*

who occupied it for a short time, when it was sold to John Jennings,

now in Texas, who occupied it as the Jennings House until 1862, I

tliink, when it was burned. Such was the end of this pioneer school

building.

" Sic Transit"

BIOGRAPHICAL.

August Greulich.

This gentleman was born in the Duchy of Baden, Germany, Au-

gust 5, 1813, came to America in 1834, was first at Detroit, Michigan,

came to Milwaukee in 1840, being among the earliest of his country-

men to i)itch their tents in the future commercial emporium of Wis-

*Died at the Cold Spring House, by poison as some thought.
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consin. He was first a butcher in connection with Philip Meincer,

at Uncle Geo. Knapp's building, on Third Street above Chestnut.

See volume II, page 84. He soon, however, got into politics, and

was among the first of his countrymen to be honored with a seat in

the legislature, he being a member of the first session held under the

constitution, was elected again in 1856 from the Second Ward, was

Senator in 1857 and 1858. In i860 he sold The See-Bote (a German

paper started in 1856, of which he had up to that time been the

editor and proprietor), to P. V. Deuster, and purchased the liquor

store of Jacob Finkler, and went into the wholesale liquor business.

Mr. Greulich has also been elected alderman from the Second Ward

for several terms, the last one being in 1869. He has also served

for several years upon the. County Board, all of which positions he

has filled with credit to hunself, as well as satisfaction to the com-

munity.

He is a man of large frame, has broad shoulders a large head, a

clear blue eye, has good business as well as executive abilities, is not

nervous or easily excited, is a safe man to counsel with, and taken

altogether has been a very useful citizen. He is always dignified

and courteous, has a pleasant word for every one, and is well liked

by both Germans and Americans. He is now well down the western

slope of life's journey, being 6g years old, but is very active. In

rehgious faith he is a Catholic, and has always been an influential

one ; in politics a Democrat of the Jackson school. Such is August

Greulich, one of Milwaukee's German representative men, and

honored citizen.

Badger Supper.

Eighth January Supper —Anniversary of the battle of New Orleans.

The Badger Society will partake of a Supper, to which all are invited, on the

evening of the 8th of January, inst., at the South Ward Exchange.

Horace Headley, Robert Allen, Nelson Soggs, S. H. Martin, James Magone,

Amos Loomis, N. B. Brooks, J. M. Delany, Capt. J. Sherwood, Capt. E. Sax,

James M. Smith, Joseph McHose, Covnnittee of Arrangements.

The following is the programme for the one held by the Washing-

ton Guards, on the same occasion

:

Anniversary Ball of the Washington Guards. At Military Hall.

The Washington Guards beg leave to direct the attention of the public to their
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Hall which will lake place on the 8th of January next. Nothing shall be spared

to make this affair one of the most pleasant and brilliant of the season. There-

fore, all military men and men of military spirit, and the dancing public in gen-

eral, are respectfully invited to attend.

All military men are particularly requested to appear in uniform.

Tickets $2.00, to be had at the principal hotels and of the Acting Managers.

Ball to commence at 7 o'clock.

Carriages will be ready from 6 till 9 o'clock.

ACTING MANAGERS.

Capt. D. George, Ord. Serg't Liebhaber, Vol'tr Eilebracht, Lieut. D. Upman,

Serg't Wedemeyer, Vol'tr. Harttret, Jr.

FLOOR MANAGERS.

Lieut. Geisburg, Vol'tr Scholner.

HONORARY MANAGERS.

Gen. R. King, Gen. Wolcott, Col. Rowland, Capt. McManman, Gen. Graves,

Gen. Hubbell, ("apt. W. Brown, Capt. Moseley, John S. Fillmore.

Capt. G. Moffert, Lieut. G. Broseus, Lieut. H. Lucas— Milwaukee Riflemen.

Lieut. J. N. Bonsteel, Lieut. J. Kneeland, Qr. Mstr. Lynde—City Artillerists.

Part L

I—Waltz.
2—Cotilion.

3—Gallopade.

4—Cotilion.

5—Scotch Waltz.

6—Spanish Waltz.

7_Waltz.

8—Cotilion.

dancing rule.

Part IL

I—Polonaise.

2—Waltz.

3—Cotilion,

4—Gallopade.

5—Spanish Waltz.

6—Cotilion.

7—Waltz.
8—Cotilion.

Author appointed school commissioner for the Fifth Ward, Janu-

ary 7, 1847.

An Old Settler.

The Milwaukee Sentinel o{ January 13th has the following:

We saw few days since, at the house of an old friend in this city, a box stove,

the plates of which are 1% inches in thickness. Capt. C. has had it for 38
years, and his father-in-law, 40 years, and he got it second-hand.

This was a pretty big story, but that there was such a stove

brought here by Capt. Robert K. Caswell, is true. There may be

(and probably is) some mistake as to its age.

There were two stoves of a simikir kind in the old United States
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Court Room in Martin's Block, made in Buffalo, that weighed 700

each, the plates of which were ij^ inches thick. And that, like

Captain Caswell's, would take in wood three feet in length. The

Captain's stove was probably about 40 years old when he brought it

to Milwaukee.

New Grocery.

A new grocery was opened this year at the old checkered store,

411 East Water Street (present number) by Erastus Hathaway, ref-

erence to which was made in volume II, page 122, in foot note.

January 2 2d, great fire in Huron Street, some ten buildings burnt.

The Milwaukee Mutual Insurance Company.

In the SeJitinel oi February i, 1847, we find the following: The

first report of this company (mention of the organization of which

was given in Vol. 11, page 246,) is as follows

:

The first policy was issued to Elisha Eldred, April i, 1846, from whence to

July 4, 1847, the whole number issued was 377. The total insurance was

$231,534. Premiums received, $22,826. Expenses, $827,68. Losses, 335.00.

Office 185 (now 383) East Water.

GEO. E. If. DAY, Sec.

February 8th, the Washington Guards went to Racine to attend

the execution of David Bonham, but as a reprieve had preceded

them, it did not come oft".

This man, David Bonham, was arrested for the murder of Henry

Keene, in the town of New Lisbon, Waukesha county, (then a part

of Milwaukee county) in June, 1845. The murder grew out of a

dispute concerning a mill site. Both were Enghsh. Bonham was a

large, rough looking man, and he was rough. He was tried at Racine

on a change of venue, before Judge A. G. Miller, convicted, and

sentenced to be hung, but was reprieved by Governor Henry Dodge,

as some thought, through Masonic influence, and his sentence changed

to imprisonment for life. He was subsequently pardoned. It is a

truth, however, that whi'e confined in our jail under the administra-

tion of Sheriff John White, he was permitted to act as turnkey.

He afterwards went to Anderson County, Missouri, which he repre-

sented in the State Senate in 1866. He also served in the Rebellion.

He was also once a ^candidate for the office of Lieut, Governor f

5
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Missouri, l>ut failed to get tlie nomination. He died in 1870.

There was much dissatisfaction among a certain class, about his

acting as turnkey, but he did so for quite a while. And it certainly

was a little out of order. But our politicians were noted for some

wonderful achievements in the way of reform in those days, and this

was one of them.

The following statement of the proceedings had in the case, fur-

nished bv the governor's private secretary, is given here as official:

Executive Chamber,
I

Madison, Wis., Aug. 8th, 1883. ^

yas. S. Buck, Esq., Mikoaitkee, Wis.:

SiK:—In reply to yours of the 7th inst., relative to one David Bonhani, I have

to .say that from the records of this office it appears that David Bonham was sen-

tenced to be e.xecuted December nth, 1846.

November 30th, 1846, Governor Dodge reprieved Bonham until Wednesday,

February 3d, 1847.

January 23d, 1847, Governor Doage issued death warrant, execution to take

place Wednesday, February 3d, 1847.

February i, 1847, Governor Dodge issued warrant reprieving Bonham until

March 3d, 1847, ^^'^ commanding execution to be done on said day.

February 27th, 1847, sentence commuted to imprisonment for life.

March 19th, 1851. Unconditional pardon granted by governor Dewey.

Yours very respectfully,

L. J. RUSK, Private Secretary.

The Courier, which had been water-logged politically, gets on its

feet again, whereupon Mr. W. H. Sullivan blows his horn.

Hear, hear !*

Evening Courier, January 2 2d, 1847 :

The Daily Courier is again ailoat. Having furnished her with an entirely

new rig, alow and aloft, and found her with every necessary foi a long voyage, she

spreads her sails to a prosperous breeze, with the brightest prospects of a success-

ful cruise. Her officei-s have had long years of experience in navigating the troubled

waters of politics, and with the well-defined chart of Democracy as their guide,

and integrity of purpose their compass, they will steer clear of the currents that

set towards the whirlpool of monopoly, or the banks that have wrecked the early

prosperity of every new State that has preceded our own lovely Wisconsin in ad-

mission to the family group of United Republics.

The Evening Courier sails on a peaceful mission, under the broad pennant of

*Mr. Sullivan had a great dread of banks, and was very anxious that the first

constitution should be adopted, as it contained an anti-bank clause.
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"equal rights and free toleration;" and with all who sail her course she will be ever

ready to gam, as well as to exchange coui'tesies with those who answer her hail.

For the enemies of her flag, she carries "two rows of teeth," and will never

knock under while tiiere is a shot in the locker.

But, to drop the nautical figure. The publication of the Daily Courier is re-

sumed under the most favorable auspices,—with new material, free from debt,

and three hundred advance-paying subscribers. We have never seen the Democ-

racy of Milwaukee so well united, nor so firmly devoted to the interests of the

partv,—those great interests which involve the dearest rights of man. We have

the pledge of Democrats, the old and the young, that they vvill lend a helping

hand to produce that harmony and action the want of which has lobbed us as a

party of half our victory at every election that has heretofore taken place in the

county. We have no leader but the people to follow ; knowing no cliques, and

having at heart a desire only for the triumph of the Democratic party, the success

of republican principles, and the happiness, prosperity, and glory of our noble

young State.

An interesting and important crisis in the affairs of the people of this Territory

is at hand. The organization of a new State is of momentous importance. The

pecuniary prospects and moral condition of the people will depend in a great

degree upon the stand we take at starting. We have had in our day and genera-

tion, the example of some half a dozen States that have preceded us in admission

into the Union.

Pecuniary and moral bankruptcy has marked the early history of each, without

exception, down to the last few years. Is Wisconsin to be an exception to this

unfortunate rule ? If we profit by their example, we say yes. We know the rock

on which they wrecked their prosperity and we need only the will to avoid it.

Banks and banking is the known cause of their misfortunes, and our Constitution

is wisely framed to avoid this danger. If we are true to our permanent interests

we will adopt it, and Wisconsin will 'present the proud example of a State grow-

ing rich upon its own resources and the industry of its inhabitants. Adopt it, and

universal education, universal suffrage, universal liberty of conscience will diffuse

blessings upon our people, the most exalted that can be bestowed upon man.

This being our firm belief, we shall earnestly commend it to the favorable con-

sideration of the people.

As a newspaper, we shall as far as we are able, make the Evening Courier

equal to any of our contemporaries. With this brief introductory, we fling our flag

to the breeze, trusting to the true-hearted Democracy to keep it there flying.

Remember that however good our cause may be, it requires self-sacrifice and pat-

riotism to sustain it against the efforts of selfishness and demagoguism. We shall

shrink from no responsibility ourselves, and trustingly rely upon the people to

back us.



48 miiavaukee unr)er the charter.

Political.

The following is a copy of the proceedings had at a meeting of

those democrats friendly to the first constitution, at the old court-

house, on the 1 8th of February, 1847.

Grand Rai.i.v iok the Constitution.—The Multitude ln Motion.

On Saturday evening pursuant to a call wliich was posted during the forenoon

of that day, the Democracy of Milwaukee.—the laborers, the producers—the

hard-fisted and true-hearted sons of humanity, rallied in their strength, to testify

their approbation of the Constitution that has been framed for the Slate of Wis-

consin—a Constitution which cr.rries out in letter and spirit, those great princi-

ples of equal rights which all politicians profess to believe in. The voters assem-

bled in their several wards and marched to the Milwaukee House, led by their

several ward marshals, as follows : Those of the first ward by Col. Upmann
;

second ward, R. N. Messenger ; third ward, by M. Walsh ; fourth ward by

John E. Cameron ; fifth ward, by R. Allen. They were then formed in procession

by Gen. A. W. Starke, and marched to the Court House, led by the fine German

Band, and accompanied by torches.

On arriving at the Court House, that spacious building was immediately filled

—literally packed full—Court-room, hall, stairways and vestibule, and still a large

crowd were entirely unable to obtain a shelter from the cutting north-east wind,

which was blowmg almost a hurricane, and were consequently obliged to retire.

The meeting was called to order by Wm. P. Lynde, Esq., Hon. John P. Helfen-

stein was chosen Chairman by acclamation, and R. N. Messenger and J. G. Barr,

appointed Secretaries.

The Chairman opened the meeting with a few pertinent remarks, when A. D.

Smith moved the appointment of a committe of five to draft resolutions. The

following gentlemen were appointed said committee : A. D. Smith, L. Hubbell,

J. A. Brown, M. Walsh and M. Schceffler.

A. D. Smith, being loudly called for, arose and addressed the multitude in his

usual felicitous and eloquent manner. His remarks elicited frequent and enthusi-

astic cheers.

M the cc'uclusion of Mr. Smith's remarks I. P. W^alker was enthusiastically

called for, who in a powerful argumentative speech showed the superiority of the

Constitution now presented to the people of Wisconsin over any other one that

had ever been framed. He briefly traced the progressive spirit of civil liberty

from the days of barbarism, through the dimly lighted pathway of feudal slavery,

to the broad light of constitutional law ; and showed the struggles that it had

encountered in all ages through the selfishness of the interested few who have

ever attempted, and generally too successfully, to liv^e upon the earnings of the

masses. He showed that the same spirit of selfishness was at work to defeat this

Constitution, which had taken another advance step in human rights. Mr. Walker

closed with a most thrilling appeal to the laboring multitude—the friends of
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humanity—tlie philanthropist and the patriot, to rally in its defence. Mis speech

was received with the most rapturous applause.

The committee on resolutions reported through their chairman, Gen. Hubbell,

the following resolutions, which were received with every demonstration of

approval and enthusiasm :

Resolved, That in the opinion of this meeting, the adoption of the Constitution

framed by the recent Convention at Madison, will secure the essential rights and

promote the best interests of the people of Wisconsin : while it is the only means

of effecting a speedy termination of their present Territorial vassalage.

That entertaining these views, we intend to vote for it—to work for it—and to

recommend it to our friends throughout the Territory, with all earnestness and

energy, until its final triumph, on the first Tuesday of April next.

Resolved, That we hail the great leading features of the proposed Constitution,

as presenting the surest, soundest and broadest platform of Civil and Religious

Liberty ever yet laid before the woidd, and we deem their preservation inestim-

ably more precious than the correction of a few alleged defects, which time and

trial may yet improve, or which the people can alter; amend or eradicate, in their

own time and way.

Resolved, That while we accord to every independent elector, the right to think

and act for himself; and while we freely admit that objections exist in different

mimls, against different portions of the Constitution, we cannot regard those dif-

ferences as forming any sufficient ground for opposing the whole instrument, or

for subjecting the people to the danger, the delay, and the expense of a new trial,

for the doubtful chance of a better instrument.

Resolved, That Milwaukee County is essentially and unchangeably devoted to

the great principles embodied in the present Constitution; and, notwithstanding

the interested clamors of a few, in one party, and the reviving hopes of a slender

majority in the other, we entertain the fullest confidence that the sober sense and

sound patriotism of the masses, will give to that instrument a clear and decided

majority at the coming election in this county.

Resolved, That in view of the invaluable rights and interests involved in the

adoption or rejection of the proposed Constitution, we invoke to the subject, the

candid, cool and enlightened consideration of men of all parties; we ask them to

examine the groand on which they stand, and to determine for themselves whether

the result of a rejection of this instrument, will not be disastrous to the public

peace, fruitful in strife and division, prolific of debt and taxation, and possibly the

first step toward a form of government, hostile to the best interests of the sov-

ereign people.

Resolved, That the occasion calls for the best energies of the friends of popular

government ; that we call upon them to be up and doing ; that we invoke upon

their efforts a spirit of harmony, concession and honorable union ; that we pledge

ourselves to one another and to the people of the territory, to act upon these

principles, and to give to the Constitution our hearty, united and untiring support,

unU\ the ballot-boxes shall tell the final result.



r^O MIl.WAUKF.K UNDER THE CHARTER.

'I'he chairman followed the reading of the resolutions with a short and brilliant

speech, pointing out the great leading features of the Constitution—which, over

and above all minor defects and ol)jections, should command for it the prompt

and unyielding support of the masses, and crown it with triumphant success.

William V. Lynde, being unanimously called for, came forward and in his hap-

piest style answered to the call. His remarks upon the bank article of the Con-

stitution were most lucid and convincing. He showed that the circulating medium

the currency of Wisconsin, wa-; all derived from two sources: emigration and the

surplus products of the soil. That emigrants generally brought gold and silver,

and our products would bring the same currency if demanded ; that the market of

the world, into which our bread-stuffs are taken, is governed by a specie standard,

and any cheaper currency only defrauds the producer to the full amount of the

difference in value between gold and silver and depreciated bank issues. Any-

thing like a fair report of Mr. Lynde's speech cannot be given in the limits of this

article.

After he had closed a general call was made for Mr. Coon, when the meeting

was informed that Mr. Coon had left on account of sickness in his family. Mr.

William K. Wilson was then called for, but it was ascertained that he had also

left, not being able to get into the house. The crowd then called for Mr. Mat-

theison, who rose and made a brief speech in favor of the Constitution as it is,

and appealed particularly to the adopted citizens to come forward to its support.

Hearty cheering followed his remarks, when a motion was made to adjourn.

Previous to putting this motion, three cheers for the Constitution were called for

and given with a hearty good will and power that nearly raised the roof of the

building.

The meeting then adjourned.

JOHN P. HEI.FENSTEIN, Chairman.

R. N. Messenger, } ^ j

John G. Barr, S

After the adjournment, the procession was again formed and marched to the

Courier office, where three hearty cheers were given for the Constitution and its

defenders, when the crowd dispersed in the best spirit, and in the highest degree

satisfied with the result of this demonstration of the sovereign people in behalf of

their Constitution.

There was also a call in the Sentinel of March 2d, for an anti-con-

stitutional meeting to be held at the Court House, on the 4th, signed

by over 800 nanies, at which meeting, Solomon Juneau was presi-

dent, and (leo. Abert, Moses Kneeland, John Furlong and S. H.

Martin, were vice-presidents.

This was a spirited meeting, and brought a cold chill upon the

friends of that iniquitous instrument yclept The Constitution. This

meeting was addressed by Byron Kilbourn, Marshall M. Strong, of

Racine, and several others.
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The Courier of March lo, in commenting upon this meeting, has

the following :

'Ihe meeting of the anti-Constitutionalists at the Court House last evening was

large and respectable, consisting, we should think, of almost i,ooo persons. It

was composed of at least one-half Whigs, and of the balance, at least one half

were known to be in favor of the Constitution, who, understanding that the great

guns were to be out, were attracted there by curiosity to hear what could be said

against the People's Constitution,—the most liberal under heaven. Many of the

balance had not made up their minds in relation to it ; but we are confident, after

this exhibition, that they will go for it.

Mr. Kilbourn first addressed the meeting. He entertained the assembly some

thirty or forty minutes with general comments on the Constitution, and a some-

what vague statement of his own views respecting the instrument. At the close

of his address he introduced the Hon. M. M. Strong, of Racine.

Mr. S. mounted the table and was greeted by a thrice repeated cheer, that was

particularly vociferous in the different quarters where the Whigs were most

numerous.

He began by intimating that he was going to make an argiinieiit and nothing

else ; and it must be allowed that he has improved some since he delivered his

somewhat elaborate speech in the Council Chamber. There his argjivients were

conveyed to the Hon. Assembly through the medium of " Roosters " and " Old

Women." Here he enlightened the united forces of the " Democratic Whigs "

and " Whig Democrats " by extracting argnwents from a " Sambo," an "('Id

Indian," and " rotten eggs." The gentleman's effort may be fairly set down as

a " good Whig speech," lor the Whigs applauded every sentiment to the echo,

and with an enthusiasm that strongly contrasted with the tame, disciplined assent

of the greater portion of their allies and the silence of the numerous lookers-on.

An awfully prosy manifesto and a long string of resolutions were next read by

Mr. Holliday.

There was now a general call for H. N. Wells. Mr. Kilbourn informed the

meeting that Mr. W. had gone home, having exhausted himself speaking out of

doors.

Mr. Holliday was next called, and he jumped on the table with alacrity. He
said he was hoarse and exhausted, (facts sufficientlv apparent,) but he had some

voice lelt, and he would expend it, and he did, and no mistake. "I have no more

to say," cried the gentleman, when he was almost done ;
" Oh ! thank God," said

a quiet looker-on at our elbow, with a hearty and natural gusto. Mr. H. closed

by pledging himself, and calling on everybody to oppose the " neilirious Consti-

tution."

The assembly outside was addressed by H. N. Wells, Mr. Brisbin, Mr. Holli-

day, and the appointed ]\xdi\z\2iV^ of the 4th Ward. The gentlemen were all elo-

quent ; but the speech of the functionary of the " saucy Fourth " was a most
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///(T'///o-i.-lTorl. Its effect upon ibe audience was like unto that of the briijht sun

beams ujion the snow in our streets.

Wlien we consider the strenuous efforts that were made to collect a crowd, and

contemplate the crowd that was collected, we congratulate the friends of the

Constitution that all is safe.

A four-h(.rsc sleigh with ligiits and a band of music traversed almost every

street in the city ; and, the weather being mild and pleasant, there was nothing to

prevent boys and idlers from congregating at the scene of operations.

It was the effort of the campaign. The Hon. M. M. Strong and Hon. H. N.

Wells are strong men,—strong in eloquence and argument,—but both appeared

like the strong men of old, shorn of their strength. Weak indeed musi that cause

lie to which eloquence like theirs could not give at least an apparent strength.

They have said all that can be said against the Constitution, and paid the highest

compliment to that instrument by denouncing the feebleness of individual op-

position and individual abilities when opposed to the mighty torrent of popular

will and the steady light of popular intelligence and popular patriotism.

Constitutional Suffrage.

Many lies are going about on this subject. The Sentinel and Gazette started

the lie a few days since, which we contradicted and explaineil on the same day.

The fact is, that the provisions of the Constitution are too broad on this subject

to suit the federal Whigs, Six months residence, and a declaration of intention,

entitles every inhabitant of the territory to vote on the Constitution, and for every

officer elected under it. Look at the Ninth Section of Article Nineteen. " All

persons having such qualifications, at the time last aforesaid, (the first Tuesday in

April next), shall be entitled to vote for or against this Constitution, and for all

officers to be elected under it." Friends of the Constitution, here is your guar-

anty under the new Constitution. Read and explain it ; and put an end to the

falsehoods of Whigs and their associate opposers and helpers.

Red h(A :

As the time for the April election drew nigh, however, party spirit

became rampant, and bad blood was engendered between the differ-

ent political parties. The discussion of the merits and demerits of

tlie new Constitution, during the past winter aiding in increasing it

not a little. And, in order to give the reader an illustration of how
the fires of political discord raged, I will insert the following, taken

from the Courier of March lo, written ni reply to an article in the

Scittiiirl and Gazette, (in answer to a charge previously made by the

Courier), accusing some of the Democrats of being " renegades and
Turks." The Se/itiiiePs article made Mr. Wm. H. Sullivan, who was
then editor of tlie Courier,]\.\'6t a little bit mad, and he went for Gen.



MILWAUKEE UNDER THE CHARTER. 53

King. It is proper to say that Mr. Sullivan's reply was like all the

arguments usually resorted to in cases of this khid when all other

means of defense are played out. It is the last shot fired ; and only

then when the one who fires it has backed into his hole and is about

to drag the hole in after him. This delectable epistle reads thusly :

When men for whom the country has been at great expense to make something

of (meaning General King, who was a West Point graduate) descend to petty

abuse, personal invective and " grog-shop ribaldry, they show too clearly that the

dog has returned to his vomit, and the sow to her wallowing in the mire." The

editor of the Sentinel and Gazette, has sunk altogether beneath the notice of the

Courier, and we leave him to the full enjoyment of the position he has taken.

The framers of the Constitution will give him a carte bla7iche to abuse them, to

his heart's content, but as for ourself, we are determined by all honorable means

to advance the interests of the State, by working for the constitution, and leave

the editor of the Sentinel io his dirty work.

This " dirty work," it would appear, was their defense of Richard

Murphy and Richard Hackett, both prominent Democrats, who had

joined the " Native American " Party,* from the vile abuse heaped

upon them by that delectable sheet, the Courier; for that, as well as

their opposition to the new Constitution, and their opinions concern-

ing the naturahzation of foreigners. The article published in the

Courier read as follows :

Some of the most pestiferous of the "Native American " Party, are those who

were born in foreign lands, and who have never been infused with the spirit of our

institutions. In our own city, two men, who have aspired, and sometimes

assumed to be Irish leaders, are known to be of this stripe. And even within

the last few days, one of them (meaning Richard Murphy) who keeps a store on

East Water street, has declared as his objection to the new Constitution, that it

allows foreigners to vote before they have been naturalized.

The Courier^ having made the charge, was called upon for the

proof, which brought Mr. Sulhvan to the front again on the 17th

with the following:

The Sentinel has called for the proof of the charges made in yesterday's Courier,

which they call a base and dastardly attack. We will give them. The bluster-

* It is a fact beyond all dispute, that a Democrat who bolts the ticket is forever

after looked upon by the leaders as a " renegade," and unworthy of any confi-

dence. To be a good Democrat, is like being a good Catholic. The right of
private judgment must not be exercised. Vote the Ticket and ask no ques-
tions, is what the leaders want.
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ing uf the little " Bantam General" about slabbing in the dark, and daring us to

name the individuals is really ludicrous. We are not in the habit of publishing

statements which we cannot sustain, and never, like the General, publish a slander

and afterwards make an apology to avert the consequences. But here are the

documents :

Terkitorv ok Wisconsin, /
gg_

MiLw.^rKKt: County, \

Joseph K. TREAr, being duly sworn, deposeth and saith : that on the 8th or 9th oi

March, 1747, he heard Richard xMurphy, of Milwaukee, declare that Irishmen

had no right to vote in less than five years, as they were a lot of ignorant

"dogans," and did not know what they wanted themselves.

JOSEPH R. TREAT.

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 13th day of March, 1847.

H. G. ABBEY, Notary Public.

Territory of Wisconsin, ^

Milwaukee County, J

Edward Connor, being duly sworn, deposeth and saith : that he heard Richard

Murphy, Alderman of the city of Milwaukee, say that the suffrage question

was a mere humbug, and that no foreigner ought to be allowed to vote until

he had resided in the country five years.

EDWARD CONNOR.

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 13th day of March, 1847.

H. G. ABBEY, Notary Public.

Same oath was made in the case of Richard Hackett, who had

already denied it in-toto in the Courier of the 12th, giving Mr.

Treat the lie direct.

From this it appears that these two gentlemen, Murphy and

Hackett, both prominent as Irishmen as well as Democrats, were not

only not in favor of the Constitution, but were candid enough to

admit that to allow any foreigner, ignoraiit or learned, to vote before

he had become soniewhat acquainted with our form of government,

was not only wrong in principle, but unjust to the native born, and

perhaps did make the statement (or something hke it,) sworn to above
;

although denied as seen by Mr. Hackett. Hence the ire of the

Courier.

It is a great pity, however, that there were not more of their way

of thinking to-day. The country would be vastly better oft" if there

were.*

*.\ greater outrage was never perpetrated upon any nation than was the inser-
tion of this " universal suffrage " clause at the time of the adoption of the Con-
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In ''The Courier'''' of the 20th is the following spicy article from

the pen of Wm. H. SuHivan on the course of Gen. King in sending

missionaries up to Washington County to defeat the Constitution, in

which, after asking Gen. King if he was the Whig party, and quoting

all the slang phrases then in use, including " cahthumpians,"* when

speaking of the Native American party, who believe in Americans

ruling America, and not naturahzed foreigners, and comparing the

course of that paper with that of the Barnegat pirates, who hung out

false Hghts, he returns to the article of the ioth,t and his reply, upon

which he comments, is as follows :

" Our shot through the center yesterday morning hit that illustri-

ous couple, the little general and the postmaster, (meaning Noonan,)

in a tender spot. They limp terribly to-day ; but they ought to have

made their stories agree. The Courier had made the statement that

the article about Murphy & Hackett was written by Noonan before

coming before the public.| The general, with his usual bluster, de-

nies everything, and says Mr. Noonan has never written a line for

the Sentinel. Mr. Noonan, however, in a private note to us this

morning, owns up to writing the communication for the 'Sentinel,

just to accommodate a personal friend. We are sorry that persons

understanding each other as well as they do should differ so widely.

Of course, they both knew the facts."—Ed.

It is hard to tell who lied in this matter, but the probabilities are

that Noonan did, as he was at that time the head center of the " loco-

stitution, particularly in Wisconsin, upon the right of the native born Americans,
each of whom must have hved in the country twenty-one years before they could
vote. But here was a class of emigrants, just landed upon our shores, with no
more perception of the duties of a citizen under a free government than a horse
had, who could not tell who or what they were voting for, placed upon an equal
footing with the native born. Can a government commit a greater folly than this?

If they can I fail to see it, and all our troubles of a political nature in the infancy
of our State had their birth in this unjust law. The ballot should be based upon
education and property. All praise then to Messrs. Murphy and Hackett, for

their determination to be just before they were generous.

* This was John Gale's party; and, as stated in a foot-note in Vol. I, page 141,
has a larger membership to-day than any other in the country, and always will

have.

f Mr. Sullivan had written an article on the loth entitled " A Shot in the Cen-
ter," in which lie charges that Mr. Noonan (only think of it) was the author of the

one in the Sentmel defending Messrs. Murphy and Hackett, insinuating that Gen.
King could not write such an article for want of ability,—pretty " cheeky!"

X Although the Courier was the only party in sight, yet it was believed that the

article in question was written by Noonan, as it certainly bofe his ear-marks.
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foco " wing of the Democratic party, and hated Gen. King politically,

as the devil does holy water. It was at this time also that Noonan

was accused of threatening to throw all his influence upon the

"whig" side, whereupon Mr. Sullivan got oft" the following

:

\ Had E(x;.—The new associate editor of the Sentinel and Gazette, Josiah A.

Noonan, shows his tracks too conspicuously for concealment. His threat to throw

all his influence into the whig scale will come like a thunderclap in a clear sky

upon the poor, stricken Democrats of the city and territory. But will he persist

in this dreadful determination ?

What ! set the party by the ears,

And drench the continent m tears ?

Tiiat were poor fun ;

Then, Noonan, honest, mighty chief.

Pray let your anger now be brief

—

Hold up your gun !

We will close this discussion with the following, taken from The

Courier of the 2 2d :

More Aid.—We discover in The Sentinel of this morning, another bad egg

from the Post Oihce nest, and some new animals introduced into the political me-

nagerie. Some old, exploded falsehoods, proven to be such upon the testimony of

James Kneeland and Mr. Kimball, of a strictly personal character, are dug up and

paraded before the public to draw of attention from the important issues now be-

fore the people. We can't stop, at this stage of the battle, to notice this little,

dirty missile, as it has no bearing upon the question in hand ; but if Gen. King,

or Noonan are determined to throw mud, we will turn out one of our devils who,

to accommodate them, will go into the gutter with them and spatter to their

heart's content. *

That was pretty good,—the idea of Noonon's turning whig was,

as they say in our day, "too awfully awful for anything." Sooner,

says Mr. Sullivan, tlian sucli a thing should be,

' I'were better far

That nature veil her face and groan in anguish,

—

Sooner would all the Whigs prefer to in state's prison languish.

I believe they would.

BIOGRAPHICAL.

There has prol)ably never lived in Milwaukee a man of Josiah A.

* If anybody could beat Mr. SuUivan " throwing mud," it certainly was not Gen.
King, as any one who has the files of the Courier for 1847 can testify. Mr.
Sullivan was no saint.
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Noonan's ability who could set more men by the ears than could he,

or who took so much delight in doing it. And it is not to be dis-

puted that he did it. He was possessed of a magnetism that enabled

him to use men for his own purposes, even against their will, and did

so use them whenever he chose so to do. A Democrat dyed in the

wool, he would nevertheless work against his own party whenever

he could see a chance, by so doing, to make more out of them than

of his own ; or for any purpose, just as the whim seized him ; and

politically was as untrustworthy as is financially a Chicago savings

bank. He seemed to delight in war with all who refused in any way

to follow his dictation ; and like Huebschmann, after an unusually

stormy poHtical career, crossed the " dark river," and is at rest. But,

while hfe remains, no old settler will ever forget that a giant, intel-

lectually, went out from among them when Josiah A. Noonan passed

away.

The Earthquake

Was the heading of an article giving an account of the great mass

meeting of the friends of the Constitution at the Court House, March

15, at which Geo. H. Walker, E. G. Ryan, W. K. Wilson, and others,

blew their " gas horns." Wm. K. Wilson was a bad egg, and cost

the state a large amount of money by impeaching Judge Hubbell.

He came among us as a " free soiler," turned Democrat, and in all

future actions verified the old adage, that of all grades the worst is a

renegade. His case like that of Huebschmann, was one of good

material badly put together. He could pull down but could not

build up again. And, after a stormy Hfe, he too passed away. He
was an Englishman.

Mr. Wilson was not the only one, however, who became a rene-

gade in those days. There are three more in Milwaukee, native

born, who played the same game, and to whom the Democrats would

not give an office a second time on any terms ; and certainly the

Republicans, whom they betrayed, would not. These three men

have now no political home, and are feeding on husks to-day.

It was at this meeting that Mr. Ryan, who then lived at Racine,

made the threat that he would not visit the city again until the Con-

stitution was adopted. But he did, all the same. There was also a
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meeting held 1>\- the C.crnians at the Military Hall, at which Messrs.

H;\irtel, Liebhabor, Hasse, Crruenhagen and Huebschmann were

speakers.

TlIK KARTHQUAKE.

Voice of Mihuaukee! 1,300 Freemen in Council/

Don't Vou Hkar the People Coming?

The meeting of the " friends of the Constitution," in this city, on Saturday

night, was the most splendid affair of the season. We had told the Anties to do

their best at their gathering on the 4th, and we would double upon them ; and

gloriously was the pledge redeemed. In the afternoon, a beautiful hickory pole

was erected on tlie common in front of the Court House, with the Constitution

nailed to its top, and the glorious stars and stripes unfurled to the breeze beneath

It. The loud cannon proclaimed to heaven, and the hills echoed back the deter-

mination of a host of freemen to sustain the charter of their rights, and defend

that flag of tlieir country as long as an enemy to either was left in the field.

At seven o'clock in the evening, the streets were filled with the outpouring mul-

titude, with torches and music, all pressing towards the Court House Square,

where two immense bonfires were lighted, completely illuminating the square and

surrounding neighborhood. Having gathered in front of the Court House, the

meeting was called to order by Mr. Upham ; and, on his motion, Col. George H.

Walker was called to the chair. The chairman returned his thanks to the meeting

in a few enthusiastic remarks, and introduced Hon. E. G. Ryan, of Racine. The

tremendous cheering which went up from two acres of human faces when this

gentleman came forward, showed the hearty manner in which the hard-working

masses cherish the noble defenders of their rights.

Mr. Ryan spoke for about two hours in an argumentative and eloquent manner

wiiich we never heard excelled. Although a piercing northwest wind swept over

the crowd, chilling them to the bone, not a man left the ground, or seemed to feel

the effect of the element— so absorbed were their faculties by the power of the

speaker. It would be impossible for us to give anything like a synopsis of his

speech, as we took no notes ; and his arguments were of that terse and compre-

hensive style, that they could not well be condensed.

When the speaker closed, the Constitution Glee Club sang " The New badger

State," with great effect.

William K. Wilson, being loudly called for, mounted the stand, and in an elo-

quent and manly appeal to his brother workingmen advocated the Constitution as

the best ever presented for the suffrage of the masses. (Mr. Wilson is an en-

lightened and independent mechanic,—one of those bold, free men, who dare to

speak and act when duty calls, and as duty requires.) He called their attention to

the struggle that has for ages been going on between labor and wealth, the means

that has been used to monopolize in the hands of the few the production of the la.

borof the many. In time past, the multitude were governed by fear and super-
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stition, and their ignorance and cowardice doomed them to a life of misery and

toil. But now the non-producers or aristocracy are obliged to adopt new measures

for monopolizing. Finesse now accomplishes what force was wont to do. The

people are now robbed by special privileges and legislative monopolies, by shav-

ers, brokers and bankers. These aristocratic pretensions have grown up and been

fostered by the people on the ground of expediency. And thus have the true no-

bility, the laboring men, been cheated of their rights, while ambitious demagogues

have ruled them.

Now is the time to show that workiiigmen are worthy of the high destiny

which the theory of our government claims for them—to teach these petty aristo-

crats that democratic principles carried out, distribute the blessings of govern-

ment to all, as free as the dews of heaven—that the people are themselves the

sovereign or kingly power—the rulers of rulers—and that free suffi-age in their

hands is not a weapon in the hands of a blind man, but a lever of moral force to

be applied to the progress of mankind.

After Mr. Wilson closed, the Glee Club sang "Clear the way for the Constitu-

tion."

The New Jail,

For which Mes.srs. Chas. H. Moore, I.indsey Ward, and Morgan

L. Burdick were the superintendents, was built this year by Wm.
Sivyer.* Here is the call for bids.

TO BUILDERS.—Sealed proposals will be received by the undersigned, until

the 25th day of March next, at 11 a. m., lor building the Jail and Jailer's House,

in this city, in accordance with the plan and specifications adopted by the Board of

Supervisors for Milwaukee County, at their last session. The plan and specifica-

tions can be seen at any time upon application to Lindsey Ward, to whom all pro-

posals will be delivered or addressed. The undersigned reserve to themselves the

right of accepting only such proposals as shall seem to them advantageous to the

county. CHARLES H. MOORE, ) ,.

LINDSKY WARD, I
^uperintend-

MORGAN L. BURDICK, j

^^'^^•

Milwaukee, Feb. 22.

Steamboats

The steamboats from the lower lakes for 1847 were :

Saratoga, Capt. C. C. Stannard; St. Louis, Capt. F. Wheeler;

Baltic, Capt. A. T. Kingman ; Niagara, Capt. Levi Allen ; Louisi-

ana, Capt. Thomas Richards; James Madison, Capt. J. McFadyen;

Wiskonsan, Capt. James C. Gibson; Empire, Capt. Henry Randall;

Oregon, Capt. L. H. Cotton ; Hendrick Hudson, Capt. D. Howe
;

* See Vol. 2, page 54.
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Illinois, Capt. C. Blake; A. 1). Patchin, Capt. H. Whitaker
;

Nile,

Capt. A. Allen.

Ice left the river April 2d, and the first boat fi-om below was the

Louisiana, April 29.

The April election this year on the 6th, was carried on with all the

rancor and bitterness that such a matter as the adoption or rejection

of a new Constitution was likely to engender.

Torchlight Procession April 3, Against the New
Constitution.

This procession was a grand affair, the line extending from the

foot of East Water Street to the Milwaukee House, where a bon-

fire was kindled and speeches made, " Gov. N. Tallmadge," being

among the prominent speakers.

This turnout was a new firebrand, and the Democrats in favor of

the Constitution—prominent among whom were Col. Walker, and

J. R. Treat, made an attempt to break it up, by making a rush for

some of the torches, when opposite Treat's wagon shop, where

Marshall & Illsley's Bank now stands. They got the torches ft. e.)

they got them over the head. They were both instantly knocked

down, and compelled to make an ignominious retreat by crawling

under an old wagon, on their hands and knees, during which they

got half a dozen kicks from Geo. G. Dousman and Giles A. Waite,

which made them show the " hoith of activity." It was not a very

dignified position for a man like Col. Walker to occupy, or Treat

either for that matter, as on account of their immense weight their

movements while " playing horse," were not very graceful, and no

doubt they were both of them heartily ashamed of it afterwards.

Treat was one of the old " line Democrats " and never split a ticket.

The Courier in commenting upon Tallmadge's speech has the fol-

lowing coujjlet

:

Here's Tallmadge the turn-stile, just spreading his sail

To catch the first breeze of the popular gale,

lie's been hard up for Jackson and hard down for Clay,

And steady for nothing but official pay.

1 his was too true of Tallmadge; he was a demagogue anyway.

'i"he following is the official vote:



MILWAUKEE UNDER THE CHARTER. 61

Milwaukee County Official.—The following is the official result of the

election in this county. Through some unaccountable omission on the part of the

Inspectors, no returns were received from the town of Granville. We have there

fore placed in the table the vote, as reported of that town. The majority against

the Constitution was, it will be seen, 303 and against Equal Suffrage 416.

CONSTITUTION. EQUAL SUFFRAGE.
Milwaukee City. yes. no. yes. no.

First Ward. 322 378 172 248
Second Ward 406 275 75 115
Third Ward 253 375 78 182
Fourth Ward 122 184 62 56
Fifth Ward 44 225 61 35

Total City 1148 1437 458 636
Town of Milwaukee 18 24 7 18

Granville 116 loi

Oak Creek 66 74 9 40
Lake 97 124 26 130
Greenfield 178 135 28 72
Wauwatosa 97 133 84 44
Franklin 75 69 4 92

Total City and County 1794 2099 616 1032

Aggregate vote, 3891.

1st 2d 3d 4th 5th

For Mayor. ward. ward. ward. ward. ward.
Ploratio N. Wells 278 161 272 124 134 974
Geo. H. Walker 223 174 142 55 37 621

For Marshal.
W. H. Palmer 248 163 199 104 115 829
Samuel Robinson 236 169 219 75 53 752

For Attorney.

J. L. Doran 205 164 264 113 98 754
James S. Brown 280 170 162 69 67 748

For Treasurer.
Edmund Sanderson 282 165 281 I16 147 991
Charles S. Hurley 213 170 149 67 24 622

WARD officers.

The following are the officers elected in the several Wards .•

First Ward.—Aldermen.—James B. Martin, Nelson Ludington and Victor

Schulte.

Assessors.-'^z.xi\t.i Johnson, Eliphalet Cramer and Cyrus D. Davis.

Constable.—R. C. Jacks.

Second Ward.—Aldermen.—Joseph Walter, Owen Van Dyke and R. N. Mes-

senger.

Assessors.—Henry Neiderman, Thomas McLean and Egbert

Mosely.

Street Inspector.—Joachim Gruenhagen,

Constable.—J, H- Suppus.

7
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TiiiKP \Vaki>.—AUen/icn.—Vy. H. Kdyeiton, John Furlong and R. G. Owens.

Assessors.—William Brown, jr., \Vm. M. Cunningham and A.

McCormick.

Street Inspector.—J. Coffee.

Constable.—Patrick Guerin.

KofKiii Ward.—Aldermen.—James H. Rogers, Ira E. Goodall and Henry

Sayres.

Assessors.—Priam B. Hill, Caleb Harrison and Ezra Dewey.

Constable.—]o\\\\ Mitchell.

Eli'Tll \Vari>.— Aldermen.—L. W. Weeks, Wm. A. Hawkins and G. A. Waite.

Assessors.—Horace Headly, J. C. Smith and F. Niekirk.

Constable.—R. H. Bryant.

Common Council.

The folk)\\'ing are the proceedings had at the session of the Coun-

cil licld April 14th, when the new Board were sworn in:

The minutes of the last meeting having been read and approved, the outgoing

Mayor Solomon Juneau, addressed the Board as follows :

Gentlemen,—Before I vacate the chair, I wish to make a few remarks to your

honorable body.

When I first set foot on this soil some thirty years ago, I little thought that dur-

ing my age and generation, I should behold such a sight as now presents itself.

Then the " Red man " was supreme monarch of the place on which our delightful

city now stands. The plains and the rivers of Wisconsin belonged to him, and

were subject to his will and control.

But now the scene is changed.

The " war whoop" of the Indian has given way to the mild counsels of civilized

and intelligent men. The wigwam is supplanted by massive and ornamental

structures. The place of the bark canoe, which was then the only craft that

floated upon the waters of the noble river* that meanders through the heart of

your city, has been filled by the hundreds of vessels, propelled by both steam and

wind, which now annually visit oar shores and enter our harbor, laden with the

commerce of the east, and which bears away the surplus produce of Wisconsin.

Here we behold a city of twelve thousand inhabitants, with her beautiful

streets and walks, her fair gardens, her splendid buildings, and her intelligent

and enterprising population, where eleven years ago the soil was unbroken.

I have been a resident of your city from the first commencement, to the present

day, and I trust, gentlemen, that you will do me the justice to believe that its

interests, growth and prosperity have ever been and still are my dearest desire.

That it may continue to increase in size and population is my sincere v/ish, that

we may have the laws and the same well administered, will be my constant prayer,

* He ought to see it to-day.
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when I shall have retired from ihe honorable and responsible situation, to which

the partiality of my fellow citizens have elevated me.

In yielding up the trust reposed in me, I cannot but feel a proud satisfaction

that it is to pass into the hands of a gentleman whose ability, integrity, high

standing and long tried virtues among his fellow citizens fairly entitles him to the

confidence they have reposed in him. Allow me then to tender to you, and

through you to my fellow citizens, my sincere acknowledgements for the support,

kindness and indulgence which I have received at your and their hands.

I was conscious at the outset, that my experience had not been such as to qualify

me for the discharge of the duties of the office I now hold, either in a measure

satisfactory to the public or myself, but notwithstanding you have received little

aid from me, I am satisfied that the public interests have not suffered from want

of an able and faithful representative in the Common Council. And for the pru-

dent, judicious and economical administration of the offices of our infant city the

people are indebted to your wisdom and intelligence. I regret that other associ-

ations have allowed me to preside so seldom over your deliberations, not that I

could have hoped to aid or benefit you, or those you have so ably and faithfully

represented, but because I fear that my absence may have been construed into an

indifference to the interests of our city. Again offi:ring you and particularly the

gentleman who has with so much ability presided over your deliberations during

my absence* my grateful acknowledgment, and my best wishes for your individ-

ual health and happiness, I cheerfully give up the chair I now occupy to the gen-

tleman whom the people have chosen to succeed me.

SOLOMON JUNEAU.
Milwaukee, April 14th, 1847.

On motion of Mr. Kilbourn, the address was ordered to be entered upon the

journal, and published in the city papers, after which the oath of office was

administered to Mayor Wells by Mr. Juneau.f

The following resolution offered by Mr. Kilbourn, was unanimously adopted.

Resolved, That the thanks of this Board be extended to the Hon. Solomon

Juneau, Mayor, and Hon. John B. Smith, Acting Mayor, for the dignified,

able and impartial manner in which they have respectively discharged the arduous

and responsible duties devolving on them during the past year.

To which Mr. Smith replied as follows :

Gentlemen—For the approbation of the manner in which the duties of the

chair have been performed while occupied by myself so flatteringly expressed in

the resolution you have just passed, I tender you my most grateful thanks. My

* The late John B. Smith, Acting Mayor.

f Mayor Solomon Juneau's inaugural (which should have appeared in Vol. II,

but was overlooked) did not differ materially from those delivered on similar oc-

casions, except for its brevity. It was short and right to the point. It can be
found in Wheeler's Chronicles, pages 182, 183 and 184.
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success, in the performance of these duties, has been mainly owing to your kind-

ness and forbearance, the remembrance of wliich wdl be ever greatfully cherished.

We are about to separate, to meet no more in our present capacity, but often I

trust, as friends. May we always meet in harmony. May no passing cloud ever

cast its shadow over our friendship. And when called upon to close our mortal

career, may we be able to look back upon the path we have traveled, and the

course we have pursued without remorse or regret.

Gentlemen, accept for yourselves individually, my best wishes, that you may

enjoy a long life of usefulness and happiness.

The aldermen elect then came forward and took the oath of office. After which

the Board adjourned until the 15th, when the following appointments were made

by the mayor:

Committee on Finance —Edgerton, Ludington and Weeks.

Judiciary—Messenger, Goodall and Martin.

Schools.—Martin, Van Dyke and Sayers.

Alms House.—Ludington, Furlong and Hawkins.

Police—Owens, Messenger and Waite.

Fire Department.— Schulte, Edgerton and Walter.

Bridges.—Rogers, Schulte, Furlong, Hawkins and Van Dyke.

Printing.—Weeks, Sayers and Rogers.

License.— Goodall, Owens and Waite.

The Board then proceeded to ballot for city clerk with the following result:

1st, 2d. 3d.

A. H. Bielfeld, 6 6 6

Samuel Wells, 679
Amos Tuffs, I

C. C. Savage, i

Robert L. Ream, i

Samuel Wells having received a majority of the votes cast was declared elected

Joseph Shaunier was then elected Harbor Master.

Alderman Messenger then moved that a special election be held in the several

wards, April 27th, between the hours of 9 A. M. and 4 P. M., to decide upon the

acceptance or rejection of the act authorizing the loan of $15,000, for the erection

of public school buildings, which on motion of Alderman L. W. Weeks, was laid

over until the next meeting.

On motion of Mr. Messenger the board then proceeded to the appointment of

school commissioners for the several wards with the following result :

1st Ward.—James. Johnson.

2d Ward.—August Greulich.

3d Ward.—Edward McGarry.

4th Ward.—Sidney L. Rood.

5th Ward.—C. M. Shumway.
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SUPERVISORS.*
1st Ward.—Jas. B. Martin.

2d Ward.— R. N. Messenger.

3d Ward.—B. H. Edgerton.

4th Ward.—Jas. H. Rogers.

5th Ward.—Wm. A. Hawkins.

SURVEYORS.

1st and 5th Wards.—Wm. Jervis.

2d and 4th Wards.—I. A. Lapham. '

3d Ward.—Jas. McCall.

The bonds of Edmund Sanderson, as city treasurer, and William H. Palmer, as

marshal, were then presented and accepted.

A resolution was also offered by Alderman I. E. Goodall, to expend $100, on

Spring St. and Walker's Point Bridges, when Alderman S.H.Martin moved to

amend by including Oneida and Chestnut St. Bridges. (Lost.) The mayor giving

the casting vote in the negative.

The petition for the appointment of William Welch, as watchman for the first

ward, was laid on the table. And one for M. D. Webster, for the second ward,

was referred to the local committee of that ward.

After which the board adjourned.
SAMUEL WEI,LS, City Clerk.

Correction.

In volume II, page 252, is a list of the first officers elected under

the city charter, in which by some oversight the following city officers

were omitted, viz.; Chas. E. Tuttle, Pohce Justice, Thos. H. Fan-

ning, City Marshal, and James Holliday, City Attorney.

WARD OFFICERS.
Justices of Peace.— 1st Ward—Jas. B. Cross.

2d Ward—Tertellius D. Butler.

3d Ward—Alex. Matthieson.

4th Ward—Chas. E. Tuttle, (also acting as Police Justice).

5th Ward.—Sidney S. Childs.

Street Inspectors.— ist Ward—Jas. H, Smith.

2d Ward—Joachim F. Gruenhagen.

3d Ward—John Ryan.

4th Ward—Michael Keene.

5 th Ward—August Harmeyer.

Constables.— ist Ward—Joseph Liebhaber and Wm. Youlin.

2d Ward—David Knab.

3d Ward—Patrick Guerin,

* This office was filled at that time by the Common Council from their own body
same as now

.
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4th Ward—John Mitchell.

5lh Ward—Joseph Headley and Randall H. Bryant.

Captain of the Watch.— llenry Bates.

May and Wood Inspector.—Mathias Stien.

The following report upon the work done on Spring St., is given

here as a part of the political history of the city, and for reference if

e\cr wanted.

It made (juite a commotion at the time, as I well remember.

Jonathan Taylor w^as a prominent politician and contractor in the

Fourth ^^'ard for scA'eral years, where he made lots of money as well as a

large amount of trouble. He was a sharp one and perfectly un-

scrupulous. He built the frame dwelling known at No. 149 Second

St., which was his residence. He went from here to New York City,

where in conrection with Chas. Trainor, another old-time Milwaukee

contractor, he made a large amount of money in putting down the

block pavement of which they were the first there, as well as here.

The following is the statement referred to above.*

B
Milwaukee, March 30, 1847.

I hereby certify, that the following amount of city orders have been issued to

Jonathan Taylor, in payment of Spring Street contract.

Fourth Ward Side Walk Orders $3, 162 00

Fourth Ward General Orders 461 55

$3,623 55

A. HENRY BIELFELD, Clerk.

A
Messrs. Kilbourn and Rapeljie:

Gentlemen:—I herewith submit a statement of quantities of work done by J.

Taylor, on Spring Street, and side walks, agreeably to your letter of March 23d,

1847:

1st. Amount of earth excavated on side walks in front of lots not

enjoi'ied 6,960 yards.

2d. Amount of earth excavated on side walks in front of lots en-

joi'ied 1^,55 «

3d. Amount of filling on side walks in front of lots not enjoined.. 5,291 "

4th. Amount of filling on side walks in front of lots enjoined 2,n8 "

* The writer has just heard, December, 1883, of the death of Jonathan Taylor,
in California, m poverty. Such is life—to-day a king, politically and financially—
lu-morrow, a beggar, at leSst it is too often so with a politician.
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5th. Amount of earth excavated in Spring St. on first liill 5,554 yards

6tb. Amount of earth excavated in Spring St. on second hill 5 041 *'

7th. Amount of filling on Spring St 2,979 "

8th. Amount of excavation on cross streets and alleys 1,852 "

9th. Amount of filling on cross streets and alleys 618 "

Respectfully submitted,

WILLIAM JERVIS, Engineer.

Milwaukee, March 27th, 1847.

REPORT.

The undersigned Arbitrators, appointed by mutual agreement or arbitration

bond, signed by Jonathan Taylor on the one part, and the city of Milwaukee by

their local committee of the Fourth Ward, and signed on behalf of said Ward

Committee by George E. Blodgett and Moses Kneeland, dated March i8th, 1847,

on the other part, having examined the matters referred to them touching a certain

contract entered into between said Taylor and Committee of said Ward, on the

22d day of August, 1846, whereby said Taylor agreed to perform certain work on

Spring Street and the side walks thereof, and on certain cross streets and alleys;

and having been first "duly sworn faithfully and fairly to hear and examine the

matters in controversy between the parties aforesaid, and to make a just award

according to law and evidence, to the best of our understanding," do find and

publish the following Award:

1st. In regard to damages sustained by said Taylor " by reason of the interrup-

tion of said work and the delay of payment therefor," the undersigned are of the

opinion that the interruption of the work was caused by certain injunctions issued

by the District Court of Milwaukee County at the suit of parties other than said

Fourth Ward, and therefore that said interruption was not caused by the act of

said Fourth Ward—that the subject in controversy between said third parties and

said Ward is still pending before said court—and that under the existing state of

the case, while the subject is undetermined by the Court—the undersigned cannot

determine against whom, or what parties any damage would lie, which may have

been sustained by said Taylor, in consequence of the interruption of his work.

They therefore have not gone into inquiry as to the amount of said damage, but

have left that subject to be disposed of agreeably to law, not deeming it proper to

express any opinion which might in any way interfere with the rightful legal rem-

edies of all the parties concerned, when the matter shall have been so disposed by

the Court as to determine what may be their respective rights.

2d. " In respect to the actual amount of work done by him on said Spring Street,

and the amount due and unpaid to him therefor." The undersigned called on the

engineer who had been in charge of the work, for a statement of the amount of

work done, which he furuished and is hereto appended marked A.

And they also obtained from the Clerk of the Board of Common Council, a

statement of payments made to said Taylor, on said contract, which is also here-
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wilh suhniillfd, marked H; wliich have furnished data for the foUowhig statement,

and fioin which the following conclusions have been drawn;

STATEMKNI- as I'ER ESTIMATE OF ENGINEER (A.)

Side walk excavations 6,960 yards not enjoined.

Jo do J) '55 <i°- previous to injunction.

Total 8,115 do. contract price 25|^c.

per yard $2069 32

Side walk filling 5.291 do. not enjoined.

do do 2,118 do. previous to injunction.

Total 7i409 clo- contract price 25>^c.

per yard $1,889 29

Amount $3,958 61

Cross streets and alleys excavation 1)852 yards at 25j-^c. per yard 472 26

Excavation in Spring Street io.595 do.

Filling side walk in do. as above 7)409 do.

Excess of excavation over filling 3ii86 do.

At25^c $812 43 $1,284 69

Total $5>243 30

Statement from Clerk's Certificate (B).

Amount paid in side walk orders $3, 162 00

do do 4th Ward general orders 461 55 $3,623 55

Due on contract $1,619 75

By a verbal statement made by the engineer, it is ascertained that

there should be a deduction made from his estimate on cross streets

and alleys of 275 yards, which at the above price 25)^0. is $70 12

$1,549 63

('"rom the foregoing it appears there was payable under the contract,

n general orders $1,284 69—$7o 12—$1,214 57

Of which there has been paid 661 55

Remaining unpaid $553 02

II also appears there was payable in side walk orders... . 3,958 61

Of which there has been paid 3, 162 00

Remaining unpaid 796 6

1

$1,549 63

3d. In regard to "any and all sums which may be found due and awarded to

said Taylor, shall be paid to said Taylor on or before the first day of April next, in

such city orders as said Arbitrators shall designate in their award." The under-
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signed, knowing the present embarrassment of the 4th ward growing out of the

suits which have been instituted against it in chancery, believe that the whole

amount found due said Taylor cannot be paid in full by said Ward at the present

time, and believing that no injustice will be done to said Taylor by deferring the

payment with interest of a part of said amount to a future day; and believing it

demanded by public policy to authorize, (so far as the power to do so has been

reposed in us by the parties,) a part of said payment to be made at a future day,

do award that the said sum oi ffteen hundred mid forty-7ime dollars and sixty

-

three cents, be paid, with interest at the rate of seven per cent, per annum, from

and after the first day of January, 1847, by orders drawn payable by the Fourth

Ward; one-third of said amount to be payable on demand or within the year 1847,

one-third in the year 1848, and one-third in the year 1849.

And we do further find and award that said parties shall pay in equal proportions,

or moiety, the expense of this arbitration, including the survey made by the Engi-

neer, and statement by him of the work done by said Taylor,

In testimony whereof we have hereunto set our hands and seals this thirtieth

day of March, 1847.

BYRON KILBOURN, [l. s.]

JACOB RAPELJIE, [l. s.J

BOARD OF SCHOOL COMMISSIONERS.

The following is given as a sample of the meetings of the School

Board in 1847 :

Thursday, November 18, 1847,

Present—Messrs. Shoeffler, Randall, Greulich, Potter, King, Rood, Abbey,

Shumway and Buck.

Absent—Messrs. Johnson, Lapham, Selby, Hussey, Stowe and Putnam.

The President in the chair.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

The Chair stated that the special business of the meeting was the consideration

of the report of the Committee on text books.

On motion of Mr. Randall, the Board proceeded to consider the report.

Mr. Rood, in behalf of the Committee, oft'ered the following resolution:

Resolved, That the following text books be used in the public schools of this

city, to the exclusion of all others:

The Eclectic Reader, Nos. i, 2, 3, 4 and 5.

The Eclectic Speller.

Town's Analysis.

Davies' Arithmetic, large and small.

Bullion's Grammar, " "

Wilson's History of the U. S., large and small.

Mitchell's Geography " " "

Do. Outline Maps.
Winchester's Writing Books, i, 2, 3 and 4.

8
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After some discussion, the resolution was adop'ed.

An account of A. \V. Sanborn, for glass set in 5th Ward School, $1.80 was

allowed.

And then the Hoard adjourned till the hrst Thursday in December.

H. G. ABBEY, Secretary.

The Reliance Works.

This jMoneer foundry and " Burr mill-stone " factory, (a fine cut of

which is to be seen in the City Directory of 1856,) was located on the

east side of West Water St., at its intersection with Second St. It

was founded in 1847, by Chas. S. Decker* and Jas. Saville, ofDayton,

Ohio. This was the only establishment of the kind, in 1847, ^^^^st of

iJuffalo, N. Y., where a complete outfit for a grist, or saw mill could

be procured. t They did a large business until 1857, when the panic

brought them, as well as their congeners, " The Eagle," " The Globe,"

" The Wisconsin " and " The Menomonee Locomotive Works," and

the " Bay State Iron Works " to grief. And, in 1862, Messrs. Decker

<!<: Saville, as well as the " Bay State," were succeeded by E. P. Allis

& Co., who also absorbed a large portion of the machinery and pat-

terns of all the within mentioned establishments.

Mr. Saville, who came in 1846, was the clerk for Messrs. Turton &
Sercombe, of the Eagle Foundry for the first year, and until the found-

ing of the Reliance Works, of which he was the real head in 1847.

and the managing partner up to 1862, when, as stated, it succumbed

to the pressure of the money market, and E. P. Allis became his suc-

cessor. And it was the labor of Mr. Saville that gave to the present

works the foundation for all its present prosperity. He " shook the

bush," and his successors "caught the bird." Such too often is the

case. Mr. Saville was for many years one of our prominent and in-

fluential citizens. He was a very genial and companionable man,

and one who would never make enemies. His greatest fault was in

not pushing things at the proper moment. He was also a prominent

member of the Spring St. M. E. Church, and a first-class man. He

* Mr. Decker never lived here. He was the capitalist of the concern, at its

organization. He died at Dayton in 1865.

t Milwaukee had the honor, through this house, of manufacturing the first com-
plete entire set of grist mill machinery, of any other city in the West, and in them
also had the first successful stove foundry there was west of Buffalo or Albany,
N. Y.
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is now the manager of the Dukith Iron Company's Works at Dukith,

Minn. He built the double brick building, No. 136-8 Third St., where

he lived for many years. The writer remembers Mr. Saville as one

of his long life friends, and often sees him in memory as he appeared

in his palmy days in Milwaukee. And that his last years may be

prosperous and pleasant, is certainly the wish of the writer.

HENRY SILER.

This gentleman, whose well remembered face and form often comes

to mind, when thinking of the " olden time," came also from JJayton,

Ohio, in 1847, as the superintendent of the Burr " milling " stone

department of the Reliance Works, in which department he was an

expert. He was a large, broad shouldered and very muscular man,

had a large face, dark hair, and a voice very low in tone and very

soft. He was no talker but a worker. He was well known all over

the state for his skill as a milling stone manufacturer. He was a

sincere Christian, and one of the kind who lived up to what he pro-

fessed. He was one of the official Board in the Spring Street M. E.

Church for many years. He died in the harness, so to speak, from

overwork, November nth, 1868. I remember him well. His

wife and two daughters survive him. There weie comparatively few

outside his immediate circle who knew the worth to the community

of such a man as was Henry Siler. He was too unassuming to get

into public notice, but his loss was felt keenly by those who knew

him best, among whom was the writer. Peace to his memory.

SCHOOL REPORT.

The following report of our Pubhc Schools (the first ever made) is

given here as a document of great historical interest. It was copied

from the Milwaukee Sentinel of April 26th, 1847, and is entitled:

First Annual Report of the Board of School Commissioners,

and addressed to the Common Council, and reads as fohows :

The act passed by the Territorial Legislature during the session of 1S46, and

in pursuance of which the general control and supervision of the Public Schools

of Milwaukee, was committed to the Board of School Commissioners, appointed

by the Common Council, makes it the duty of said Board to submit to your Hon-

orable body, an annual report, embracing the acts and proceedings of the Board,

as well as an account of the number and condition of all the Public Schools kept
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in the city, lUiring llie year, the time they have severally been taught, the

number of children taught in said schools respectively, and the number between

tlie years of 5 and 16 residing in the city, on the first day of January last past,

the amount of school money raised or received during the year, distinguishing

the amount raised by taxes, from the amount by rate bills, together with such

other information as they may deem useful, or the Common Council require at

their hands.

In the discharge of the duty thus imposed upon them, the Board of School

Commissioners respectfully submit the following report:

The Board was organized under appointment of the Common Council on the

I4lh day of April, 1S46, by the election of Rufus King as President, and Henry

G. Abbey, as Secretary, and proceeded without delay to inquire into the condition

of the then Public Schools of the city, and as to the means at the disposal of the

Board for continuing them and of establishing others.

There was no money for school purposes, at the command of the Board, nor

could any be realized until the assessment and collection of the annual city taxes,

in December or January following. But it was felt that the chddren of our city

should not be left too long without the means and opportunity of common school

instruction, if any plan could be devised, to anticipate the collection of the school

tax. Under the ordinance of the Common Council relative to the finances and

accounts of the city, authority was given to the President and Secretary of the

Board of School Commissioners to draw orders on the school fund, for the payment

of teachers' wages, and other school expenses; and availing themselves of this

resource, the Board determined to open Public Schools in the several Wards, as

soon as suitable teachers and rooms could be procured.

Accordingly schools were opened on the first day of June, in the Fourth Ward,

under N. Searles, and in the Fifth Ward, under Willis W. Yale; on the 8th day of

June, in the Second Ward, under the charge of David Van Derin, and in the

Third Ward, under the charge of Sidney S. Childs; and on the 29th of June, in

the First Ward, under the charge of Morgan L. Skinner.

These schools continued in successful operation throughout the months of June,

July and August, and after a vacation of a four weeks, were reopened on the 5th

of October, that in the Fifth Ward, under the charge of H. R. Wilcox, in place

of Mr. Vale, 'who had left the city. In order moreover to accommodate the in-

creasing demand for school facilities in the Third Ward, Mr. Thomas Keogh was
employed to teach a second school in that Ward, commencing on the 5th of Oct.

There were then six Public Schools in operation under the charge of the Board,

and these were continued during the entire winter, with the exception of ten days

vacation, at the close of December, and up to the third instant. As it was found

that these schools were still insufficient to accommodate all the children who
applied for admission, it was deemed advisable, early in February, to open two
primary schools, one in the Second Ward under the charge of Miss Belinda C.

Hutchinson, and one in the Fifth Ward, under the charge of Miss Ann Loomis,

for one quarter each and at an average expense, of $75,00.



MILWAUKEE UNDER THE CHARTER. 73

All the schools have been well filled during their respective terms, as the

accompanying statement of the average and aggregate attendance in each for the

last two months will suffice to show.

The teachers generally have acquitted themselves faithfully of their trust, and

though the Board have not yet accomplished all they hoped to effect, it is be-

lieved that the several schools have been steadily improving and that the school

money raised by the city has been well expended.

The following table of the number of the public schools in our city in charge

of the Board; the time each has been taught and the number of children in atten-

dance on each, presents a summary of the operations of the Board, for the

year ending March 31, 1867.

iir „„ 'Pr.. rr-r,.) M ,,,,0 TimeTaught Average AggregafeWard. Teachers' Names.
^^ ^^^^^^^_ attendance, attendance.

1st M. L. Skinner 9 86 108

2d D. Van Deerin 9 61. 92

3d No I S. S. Childs 9 94 130

3d NoaThomas Keogh 6 77 103

4th N. Searles 9j4 82 121

5th. H.R.Wilcox 9 55 75

2 Prim. Miss. B. E. Hutchinson 2 42 62

5 Prim. Miss Ann Loomis 2 54 62

Total 545 753

It should be noticed that in January, H. R. Wilcox, was transferred to the

Fourth Ward school and Nelson Searles to the Fifth, and this arrangement is still

in force. With a view to ascertain the number of children, between the ages of

five and sixteen, residing in the city on the first of January last past, the Board

of Commissioners directed a census to be taken and with the following results:

First Ward 588

Second Ward 627

Third Ward 376

Fourth Ward 250

Fifth Ward ; 285

Total 2128

The aggregate attendance at the public schools during the months of February

and March, when they were all in operation, was 753. There were also in oper-

tion during the same period in different parts of the city, fourteen select schools

and academies, with an aggregate attendance of 437 pupils. This is the whole

number of children (2,128) between the ages of five and sixteen, residmg in our

city, on the first of January last. It appears that 1,190 were in attendance upon the

public or select schools—a flattering contrast with the condition of things in Jan-

uary, 1846, when out of 1,800 children, residing in the city, less than 600 were

in attendance upon the public and private schools.
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The whole amoiuU of money at the disposal of the Board of Commissioners dur-

in<^ the year was ^2,708.03; ihis was all realized from an assessment made by the

Common Council of one-fifth of one per cent, of the taxable properly of the city.

The 15oard are empowered under the law to issue rate bills, but as the sum

raised by general tax, was sufficient to carry on aU the schools, it was not deemed

advisable to resort to rale bills ns a means of raising a revenue.

It was the desire of the l?oard to make the public schools, as far as possible,

free schools, to throw open the doors to all, wiihoul money and without price, to

shut out all distinction, and to place on the same footing and to treat with strict

e<piality the children of our city, no matter what the condition, creed or circum-

stance of their parents.

The following abstract shows, the amount of money expended, up to the close

of the school year, the objects of such expenditure and the balance remaining on

hand:
teachers' wages.

I St Ward (one school) $290 25

2d " " 282 32

3<1 " (two schools) 48700

4th " (one school) 382 33

5tli "
" 28475

Primary schools in the 2d and 5lh Wards 50 00
$1,776 65

Allowance to assistant in Mr. Childs' school 8 00

$1,784 65
ROOM RENT.

Rent of room in 3d Ward $80 00

2d " 6 66

5th " 16 56

1st " 1500 $11832

The compensation paid to Mr. Keogh, in the Third Ward, and to Mr. Searles, in

the Fourth Ward, includes rent for rooms furnished by these teachers. All the

teachers found their own fuel.

SUNI^RIES.

Paid for text books, maps and furniture $ 147 56

l''or repairs of school rooms i c ^q

Contingent expenses, including Secretary's salary $100 139 69

$304 OS

Total expenditure $2,207 00

RECAPITULATION.

.\mounl realized lor school purposes from school tax $2,703 00

Amount expended during the year ending March 31, 1847 -.307 00
Casji on liand April 1st 501 03

$2,708 03
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In closing this tlieir first annual report, the Board of School Commissioners

desire to submit one or two remarks relating to the difficulties they have encoun-

tered in the discharge of their duties during the year and upon the means of obvi-

ating, or overcoming them in the future. The first is the difficulty of introducing

and maintaining a uniformity of text books in the several schools. The advan-

tage to both teachers and scholars of such a uniformity, seems too obvious to

need remark, yet a strong prejudice exists, in the minds of many parents for or

against particular text books, and though the Board at an early day selected and

established a list of books to be used in the several schools, yet a good deal of

opposition has been encountered in the attempt to carry this reasonable regulation

into effect.

The concurrence and co-operation of parents are essential to give full efiect to

this arrangement. And when as the Board believe every consideration points to

the propriety, and advantage of uniform text books, the concurrence of parents

ought not to be withheld.

Another matter which calls for a passing remark is the too great indifference

manifested by parents, and our citizens generally, to the conduct and condition of

the Public Schools. It is extremely desirable that not only parents who have

children in these schools, but other citizens shall occasionally visit them. Their

presence gives encouragement to the teacher, and operates as a healthful stimulus

upon the pupils, nor can it be doubted that the increased interest which our citi-

zens would thus come to feel in the well being of our Public Schools, would

prompt increased efforts to enlarge, improve and amply sustain them.

But the chief difficulty of all during the past year has been the absolute v/ant of

suitable school rooms. We have good teachers, and a multitude of scholars, but

no school rooms. Were it in the power of the commissioners to open as many

schools as the wants of the city require, instead of 750 children now attending

the Public Schools, it is not unreasonable to suppose that from 1,000 to 1,200

would be seeking admission within their walls.

There is but one good school building in the city* under the control of the

Board, and that is in the Fifth Ward.f The school house in the Second Ward, is

small, illy constructed and badly arranged, in the other Wards there are no Public

School buildings of any sort, and the Commissioners have been compelled to rent

such rooms as they could find for school purposes. This has imposed upon the

Board the necessity of taking up with very indifferent rooms, of insufficient

dimensions and wholly unsuitably arranged, and in one or two instances at high

rents.

The attention of the Commissioners was early directed to some plan for rem-

edying or rather supplying this very serious want. After frequent consultation it

was decided to apply to the Legislature for an act authorizing the Common Coun-

* This was true.

f The one mentioned in Vol. II, Page 310.
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cil to borrow a sum of money, on the credit of the city, for a term of ten years,

tlui proceeds of the loan to be applied to the purchase of suitable sites, and the

erection of large and suitable scliool rooms. The Common Council united in the

application, and the 'lerritorial Legislature at its last session granted requisite

authority, with a proviso, that the law should first be submitted to and approved

by the voters of our city, at a special election to be held for that purpose. It

remains for the Common Council to designate the day on which this election shall

be held.

The sum proposed to be borrowed, is $15,000 dollars, an amount sufficient, it is

thou'dit, to build five school houses with accommodations for 1,200 children. In

view of the absolute destitution of school houses in our city, and the impossibility

of niaintainirig good schools without having suitable buildings, the Board of

Commissioners think it unnecessary to multiply arguments in support of the pro-

posed loan, remembering the intelligent public is just, and liberal enterprise which

has thus far honorably distinguished Milwaukee, we cannot doubt that the law

authorizing the loan recommended by the Board, sanctioned by the late Common

Council and passed by the Legislature, will be approved and ratified by the

People.

By order of the Board of School Commissioners,
RUFUS KING, Pres.

H. G. ABBEY,* Sec.

Mihvaukee, April 15th, 1847.

NEW STORE.

I. Van Vechten, dry goods, 342 United States Block. This was

a brother of Peter Van Vechten, he remained but a short time, and

returned east, where he died. He brought a large stock of goods.

I remember him well.

April 2ist, was the first warm spring day in 1847.

JOHN B. SMITH'S ADVERTISEMENT.
The Shooshquoonhock.—The tallest, the broadest, the widest and the best

in the market. The subscriber new offers at his lumber yard on Erie Street, a

few rods from the general Reed Ware House, the best stock of lumber ever

brought to this market.

$50,000 will be paid to any one that c5n beat us. Please to remember that

there is but one JOHN B. SMITH.

John H. Smith, who came to Milwaukee in 1845, was no ordinary

man. He had a large amount of push, and a fair amount of executive

ability. He had a strong will, and would not play " second fiddle
"

* Henry G. Abbey, came from Cleveland, Ohio, to Milwaukee; he returned there
in 1848, where he still resides. He was by profession a lawyer. I remember him
well.
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as the phrase goes, to any one if he could avoid it, and was ahvays

cUmbing for an inside seat. He was the president of the Horicon

Rail Road, and one of the unfortunates financially in that disastrous

enterprise, from which he never fully recovered. He was one of the

aldermen in 1847, and as has already been seen, acting mayor. He
was also a staunch Son of Temperance, in which cause he took a

deep interest, but his determination to do as he pleased regardless of

consequences, finally brought social ruin, as well as financial, and he

who ought to have been one of Milwaukee's most respected and

honored citizens, died in apparent obscurity. His was, like Huebsch-

mann's, a case of good material badly put together, and after a stormy

life, he Hke him, passed away. " Spiritualism " helped beat him.

He came to this state from Maine.

DIDN'T GET HIM.

Information is wanted as the whereabouts of D. G. Ramsey. Whoever will

send this " nice young man " back to pay his tailor's bill, will be hberally

rewarded. PHILETUS YALE.

Mr. Yale who is yet with us, was a first-class tailor, and as his

advertisement stated '^ hell on fits,'' which this Mr. Ramsey un-

doubtedly knew, and laid for him.

The election held May 20th, to vote upon the loan of $15,000 for

school purposes resulted as follows :

FOR. AGAINST.
1st Ward 160 20

2d Ward 115 15

4th Ward 28 24

5th Ward II 29

Total 324 88

Majority for 236.

No poll held in the 3d Ward.

There was also a public meeting held on the 20th for the purpose

of electing delegates to the River and Harbor Convention at Chicago,

to be held July 4th, Hans Crocker, Pres., A. Finch, jr., and Rufus

King, See's. The proceedings at this convention were published in

1882, in book form by Fergus & Co., of Chicago,

This year brought us Jacob Schneck, from Germany, who built

9
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\hc briik l)uil(ling at the intersection of Third and West Water Sts.,

known as Schnetk's I'.lock, ])ullcd down in 1881, to make room for

the present block. Mr. Schneck has retired from active business, in

wliich he has been succeeded by his two sons, John and Frederick,

l)oth of whom have been somewhat famous as dealers in new and

seconil hand furniture.

McCracken's tobacco factory burnt May 4th, together with B.

liagnall's grocery, and Blanchard & Newhall's cabinet ware-

rooni.

NEW CROCKERY HOUSE.

Geo. C. Hathaway and Chas. H. Hurd. Mr. Hathaway left long

ago. Mr. Hurd was a great sportsman and fisherman, a genial, com-

panionable man, but not very ambitious. He died some ten years

a go. I remember Charley well.

COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS.

The proceedings at this meeting are given as an illustration of the

most of them.

Council met according to adjournment. His Honor the Mayor in the chair.

Present.—Aldermen Ludington, Martin, Schulte, Messenger, Van Dyke, Hel-

ton, Kdgerton, Goodall, Rogers and Sayers.

Absent.— Furlong, Owens, Hawkins, Weeks and Waite.

Minutes of the last meeting read and approved.

The order for the construction of side walks was taken up and referred to a

special committee.

The petition of Geo. D. Dousman, and others, for an appropriation as salary

for tlie late mayor (.Solomon Juneau,) for 1846, and of John L. Doran and others,

for the appointment of a superintendent to the Alms House. Of P. C. Hale and

others to vacate a street in the First Ward. Of Richard Murphy, to appoint J.

W. Grieb, as sealer of weights and measures. Of A. Gove and others to appoint

Michael VValsh, as watchman, were all indefinately postponed.

After which the Council adjourned.

This meeting was a very fair sample of more than half of the

whole year.

END OF THE WEEKLY COURIER.

The last number of the weekly Courier was issued June 2, 1847.

The daily took its place, edited by Cramer & Curtis.
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THE WEATHER.

In speaking of the weather the Sentinel of June 2d, has the fol-

lowing :

In all airections the papers speak of the extraordinary cold weather this spring,

which so far is conceeded to be the coldest as well as the latest within the memory

of the oldest inhabitant. Fires were needed every day in May. We hope however

to have it warm soon.—Ed.

1 think the spring was very backward. As 1 recollect it, the trees

(particularly the oaks) were not in leaf before June.

TAVERN INSPECTORS.

The following named persons were appointed Tavern Inspectors.

They were the first, (and as far as I know) the last ever appointed.

First Ward, William Youlin; Second Ward, M. A. Calkins; Third Ward, Hugh

Duffee;* Fourth Ward, Chas. C. Savage; Fifth Ward, Chapman Yates.

Hubbell's Floating Dock, the first in the city, was built this year.

LEONARD KENNEDY.

Among those who came here this year was Leonard Kennedy,

from Connecticut, I believe, and as he was quite prominent (/. e.) he

made a large amount of noise for several years, I will sketch him a

Uttle. He was by occupation a manufacturer of carpenter's tools,

which he carried on for several years in the city but did not make a

success of it, and finally gave it up and went to keeping boarders.

Mr. Kennedy belonged to that large class of men who always

have more time to attend to other people's affairs, than of their own,

or as a sailor would express it, " he was like a green hand at sea, in

everybody's mess, and nobody's watch." He had got the impression

somehow, that he was a great politician. This however was a mis-

take, for like the lamented J. B. Shaw, he was simply a political

nuisance.

In person Mr. Kennedy was of medium height, compactly built,

had broad shoulders, a large head, a broad face, a long projecting

* Those who can remember Hugh Duffee and the "rum hole" called the
" Astor," at or about what is now 253 East Water Street, kept by him can appre-

ciate this appointment. There were several of these •' Augean stables " in

miniature in the city in those days. But for filth fighting and general cussedness,

Hugh's excelled them all. He was "one of em," was Hugh, and occasionally,

when full of " benzine," five or six " of em." I remember him well.

k
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chin, wiilc mouth, a strong voice, spoke quick, and often, in the im-

perative tone. He was quite prominent at one time as an insurance

man, in one of our local companies, (the United States, I think,) also

had the agency of several foreign companies, but finally as the say-

ing is,
" got left." and went to California, overland, taking as an in-

vestment, several swarms of bees. He was accompanied by his son

Lemuel, (or Lem. as he was usually called for short,) who no doubt,

many yet living can remember, (without much trouble) as a some-

what unstable youth.

Mr. Kennedy as 1 am informed was very successful with his bees,

having made (luite a little fortune out of them, to say nothing of the

prods he got occasionally from the pugnacious Httle stemwinders, and

is now living at or near Sacramento. The son was here a few years

ago, on a short visit, during which he was quite a lion. Mr.

Kennedy's boarding house was in the old Doctor Hewett Block, at

what is now 407 and 409 Broadway, present numbering.

IMPROVEMENTS.

Among the improvements this year, was the filling of West Water

Street fi-om Spring to Fowler Streets, with earth taken from Spring

Street between Fifth and Ninth Streets.

COMMON COUNCIL.

July I.—The following report of B. H. Edgerton on finances :

The committee on finance to whom was referred the account of Robert Allen,

late city treasurer, respectfully report, that they have had the same undei con-

sideration and would recommend to allow the following items, to-wit.

To cash paid for stationery ., $5 45

For Pine Table bought of Archibald McFadyen 2 00

Ink stand and sand box* 38

'I'otal $7 83

In reference to the items for stove-pipe, fuel, hghts and office rent, your com-

mittee can find no precedent for the allowance of such items, we believe that such

charges have never before been allowed in any case. And we think they ought

not to be in this. It is true, that by a resolution of the late Common Council, the

treasurer was required to keep his office within a certain distance of Spring Street

* This was before the invention of blotters. The sand used was emery got
from the beach of the lake.
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Bridge. But it was not contemplated to furnish an office as your committee

believes.

The resolution was passed before the treasurer entered upon his duties as

treasurer, and if he thought he could not afford to comply with it, he should have

said so.

There were several city officers whose duties are quite as onerous as the treas-

urer's, who might with equal propriety ask to be allowed office rent, as their pay

is much less than his. (He got $400.) The items charged for blanks, your com-

mittee think should not be allowed, because it is the purpose for which tlie treas-

urer is appointed, and his prescribed duties are to make tax deeds, certificates and

receipts, and he is allowed a compensation therefor which is fixed with reference

to his writing them out at length, and presupposes that he will. If, therefore, the

treasurer or any other officer, chooses to procure blanks to save himself the per-

formance of labor, which it is his duty to do, and for which he is amply paid, the

public surely ought not to be taxed with the expense.

In regard to clerk hire, your committee have to say, that the late Council ap-

pointed a treasurer to do the whole duties of the office, and allowed him what in

their opinion was an ample compensation. If he chooses to employ clerks to do

his business, he has an undoubted right to do so, but that is a matter for which the

city is not chargeable.

The tax list items are for extra compensation for the loss of fees on the sale of

lots that were not sold, but which he supposes might have been sold, if the

Common Council had not interfered, and adjourned the sale. In reference to

these items your committee have to say, that under either construction we are of

the opinion that some compensation should have been allowed, under this head,

but by referring to the treasurer's report, and to the tax lists, we find that a large

amount of the personal tax for 1846, remains uncollected, apparently through the

gross and unpardonable neglect of the treasurer, by which the city finances are

greatly diminished, and the orders depreciated in value.

Although the late treasurer is undoubtedly liable for any loss the city has sus-

tained through such neglect, and should be held strictly accountable therefor, yet

the inconvenience suffered by the city, and the extra compensation that will have

to be paid to others for collecting the tax, will over balance any claims of the late

treasurer for extra compensation. All of which is respectfully submitted.

B. H. EUGERTON, Chairman.

The vote upon the adoption of this report was as follows :

Ayes.—Ludington, Martin, Schulte, Van Dyke, Walter and Edgerton.

Noes.—Rogers, Sayers, Hawkins, Weeks and Waite.

This report is given more to show the diflerence between then and

now, than anything else, although the writer must says that to require

a man to spend a whole year for four hundred dollars, as treasurer

of Milwaukee, and in addition furnish his own office, was rather
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small potatoes. True Mr. Allen was not a fit man by any means for

the office; he was a carpenter, and got the appointment through Dr.

Weeks, simply because no competent person could be found in the

city, at that time, who^would take it for that money. He never per-

formed the duties. The work was done, and the books kept by

Edmund Sanderson. Allen has been dead many years. He was a

good mechanic, but no office man.

THOSE BRICK Sn3E WALKS.

Some of the delegates to the Harbor and River Convention, held

at Chicago, July 4th, 1847, from the rural districts, must have been

pretty green.

The Senti/iel relates that while the boat on which they were re-

turning to their homes was lying at the pier, a party of them took a

stroll up town, and on their return, informed their friends on board,

when asked what they had seen in Milwaukee, that they'd be darned

if some of the side walks wan't paved with brick. These high-toned

delegates had never seen a brick side walk before, although they had

probably had bricks in their hdAs, for ballast, often.

Milwaukee brick was shipped to Albany and other points this year.

NEW WHEAT.

The first new wheat was purchased this year by A. Sweet, August

27th, at the old Red Warehouse foot of East Water Street.

PAINTING A PAINTER.

The following humorous incident occurred in connection with the

erection of the old Yellow Warehouse (Mr. Keenan's Mill) foot of

East Water Street, built this year.

A man named Harris H. H. Briggs, a painter, who was at that

time in the employ of the late James Murray, and

Who had but one eye,

—

That as blue as the sky,

Was always a rolHng around on a pivot;

was at work on a scaffold some eighteen feet from the ground, when

the scaftbld gave way, thereby causing Mr. Briggs to take a seat (a

la Turk) upon a pile of scanding, which unfortunately for him, was

lying in front of the office door, and where before he could riz
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therefrom to his feet a twelve quart pail filled with yellow paint,

which he had just placed upon the scaffold, and which had followed

him down, capsized in its descent directly upon his head, painting

his whole person (his eye excepted) as yellow as a Chinese man-

darin. The fall (or rather the contact with the scantling) shook Mr.

Briggs up slightly, if not worse, and he was placed upon a cot in the

office for dead. He was however only stunned, but his appearance

as he lay there, with that solitary blue eye rolling slowly around, in

ground work of yellow paint, looking for sympathy from those stand-

ing by,

Like the " Neversink light,''

On a moonlight night,

was a sight too ludicrous for anything, and the scene often comes to

my mind when passing there even now. Mr. Briggs died of cholera,

in 1852.

THE EMPIRE MILL.

Among the wonderful improvements made in 1846 and 1847, was

the construction of the Empire Mill by Medbery & Hoover, (John

W. Medbery, Martin B. Medbery and Jacob A. Hoover) commenced

in April, 1846, and opened July ist, 1847. The following article

copied from the Senthiel and Gazette of July 2d, 1847, gives a very

fair idea of what the people thought of it at that time, and which

reads as follows :

This splendid structure was commenced in the spring of 1846, since which

time the work has been pushed with vigor by the enterprising proprietors, until it

was started for the first time yesterday. Everything worked well from the start,

and during the time we remained on the premises all parts of the machinery

moved like clock work. The mill edifice is 45 x 56, four and a half stories in

height. The foundation walls are of solid stone, and the entire structure is of the

most substantial character throughout. The wheel-house (for it was a water mill

at first) is 35 X56, the wheel itself is twelve and a half feet in width, and thirty-

six foot in diameter. The castings (weighing thirty tons,) were all made at the

foundry of Andrew J. Langworthy, and are a credit to that establishment. The

architect and mill-wright is Mr. E. A. Benton, of Cleveland, who has built up in

this mill a reputation as solid and enduring as the mill itself. The mill will be in

charge of Mr. J. V. Tilton, lately from Rochester, N. Y., an experienced, intelli-

gent and capable miller.

All the details of the main building show great architectural taste and skill.
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The arrangements for elevating, securing and feeding the wlieat, as well as for

cooling, bolting and packing the flour, are equally complete and convenient. A
peculiar feature in the machinery, is that the bolting reels are all made without

shafts, alight frame work of iron being substituted for the shafts, and answering

the same purpose.

The mill is protected against fire from without, by a coat of plaster beneath the

shingles, and by laying the cornice upon pins outside the walls. A warehouse for

storing flour, is to be erected "brick lined." (This is the present rear part).

The mill is intended for four run of stone; it started, however, yesterday, with one,

the second will be ready next Monday, and the others in about five weeks, and

when all are in operation, it is expected that they will turn out 350 to 400 barrels

every twenty-four hours, nor do we hesitate to predict, that the brand of the

" Empire Mill, Milwaukee," (for that was the mark) will soon win its way to the

top of the market. Assuredly if the good vvishes of their fellow citizens can avail

anything, Messrs. Medbery & Hoover will reap abundant and increasing profit

from their costly enterprise.— Ed.

Such is a brief sketch of the present Empire Mill as it appeared in

1847. It was a big thing then, but a small affair compared with

some of its congeners of the present day. It has, however, been a

very lucky mill and has made a large amount of money for its orig-

inal owners, as well as their successors, and is doing a good business

to-day.

BIOGRAPHICAL.

Martin B. Medbery, who was the moving spirit in this early enter-

prise, was a keen, sharp and enterprising business man, and has

made a good record. He came I think from Saratoga, N. Y., and

from the day of his landing until his death, always exercised a strong

poHtical as well as social influence in the community. He was tall

and of commanding appearance, never allowed any one to get too

intimate with himself, or his affairs. He had few intimate friends,

and as far as I know, no enemies. To these few friends with whom
he was intimate, he was true as the needle to the pole. He had

what all men want to give them prestige in a new country, viz.,

money, and he kept it moving. He built the brick dwelling known

as No, 6^2, Milwaukee Street,* where he lived in elegance until he

left the city in 1881, for a residence in Oconomowoc, where he died

* This beautiful house was sold in 1880 to the late Asahel Finch, Jr., who oc-

cupied it until his death, April 4th, 1883. And it is now the residence of his
daughter Mrs. Martha PTnch Papendlke.
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March 21, 1882, and was buried at Forest Home. Mr. Medhcry

will live in memory for many years to come. He was born Sef)tem-

ber 13th, 1809.

The writer's acquaintance with John W. Medbery was too slight to

allow of an extended sketch. It is sufficient to say, that like his

brother, he was a good business man, and a good citizen, and has left

a good record. He died in Washington, D. C, January 17th, 1870.

Jacob A. Hoover, who left for California many years ago, was a

different man from the Messrs. Medberys. He fell into bad ways,

which finally brought him to poverty and disgrace. Where he is now
I do not know, but the last news I had of him, he was keeping a

saloon in California. He was a smart business man when he first

came to our city, and had he followed a dilTerent course, he could

like his partners have died honored and respected.

I remember him well, and now in memory, often see him as he

appeared the day he left the city for California, there to begin the

world anew. But such is life.

Some go for wealth, or earthly fame,

Some seek to leave an honored name.

Others consider both too tame,

And waste their strength on women.

There are two of the first employees of this mill, now Hving, one

of whom, S. H. Seamans, as can be seen by this sketch, has been

connected with it from its first start to the present time, and the

other, Mr. S. B. Humphrey, (now of the city mills), for the first

twenty years. Both are competent and practical millers ; and to the

skill and good management of Mr. Seamans is due, more than to

any other cause, the wonderful record made by the old Empire Mill

of the Messrs. Medbery & Hoover. Through all the changes it

has undergone, both in reconstruction and ownership, during the

last thirty-six years, he alone has remained, a statement tliat cannot

be truthfully made of any other miller in the city. He is a native of

Alleghany, N. Y., and being possessed of a pleasing address, as well

as gentle manners, has, ot course, won the friendship of all who

know him, and his honorable course in all his business transactions

has gained him the confidence of all the business men of the West.

He never makes a promise that he does not intend to keep.
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He is now just in the prime of life for usefulness, and will, unless

some accident, (like turning politician) befall him, be a man of mark

among the milling fraternity, for many years to come.

Mr. Humphrey is also counted among our best millers, and if he

has not succeeded in reaching as high a plane as has Mr. Seamans,

he has the satisfaction of knowing that he has done much to develop

the milling business, and is as active to-day, and as earnest as are

any of his brother craftsmen to help sustain the reputation of Milwau-

kee as the primary wheat and flour center of the northwest.

This mill was burned Dec. 15, i860. See annex :

Destructive Fire.—On Tuesday morning, between five and six o'clock, a

fire broke out in the Empire Mill— a large five story stone building, owned by

Messrs. Hayt and Seamans and run by Messrs. Medbery and Ilayt, of this city,

situated on the canal in the Second Ward. The fire was first discovered by the

watchman, and is supposed by many to have been caused by the friction of a belt

on a pine axle. Although the alarm was given, the efforts of the firemen to sub-

due the flames were of little avail, and the two upper stories were entirely con-

sumed, the second story partially, and the first story uninjured except by water.

At the time there was a good deal of stock in the building, consisting of one

thousand bushels of white winter wheat, mill feed, twenty-five tons of shorts and

several hundred barrels of flour, estimated in the aggregate, to be worth from

$12,000 to $15,000.

The Mills were said to be worth $70,000. There is an insurance on the build-

ing and stock of $38,000.

It is the intention of the proprietors to commence rebuilding immediately, and

in a very short time the Empire Mills, we hope, will be in running order again.

The following data relative to the changes of ownership in this

mill since its erection, were furnished the writer by Mr. Seamans

:

The title for the site as well as the lease of the water power of the

Milwaukee and Rock River Canal Co., was obtained by John W.

Medbery, who came first for that purpose on the 13th day of Sept.,

1845 ; and the mill, when completed, was operated by Messrs. Med-

bery & Hoover until April 21, 1856, when M. B. and J. W. Med-

bery and Mr. Hoover, sold their interest to the late Samuel Hayt,

March 15, 1858. Hayt transferred his interest to Messrs. H. H.

Harrison and O. Chapin (for whom in fact, it was purchased by

Hayt); and August 23, 1858, they transferred their interest to M. B.

Medbery, Samuel Hayt and William J. Whaling, and the business

continued under the title of Medbery, Hayt & Co., until November
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II, 1862, when Hayt retired, and a new co-partnership was formed

by M. B. Medbery, Catherine M. Stevens and Wm. J. WhaHng,

under the title of Medbery, Stevens & Co., ( Geo. C. Stevens, *

agent for Catherine M. Stevens), until May, 1863, when Whaling

sold his interest to M. B. Medbery, Cath. M. Stevens and S. H.

Seamans, who operated the mill until August, 14, 1878, when M. B.

Medbery retired and the business was continued under the name of

Seamans & Stevens, until October 24, 1879, when M. B. Medbery

purchased the interest of Catherine M. Stevens, and in April 15,

1880, the mill was sold to Caspar M. Sanger, Samuel Rosendale

and S. H. Seamans, and operated under the title of S. H. Seamans &
Co., until Dec. i, 1880, when Rosendale sold his interest to C. M.

Sanger, the title of the firm remaining unchanged, and that so con-

tinued until the present time, Milwaukee, June 17, 1883.

Elijah Butterfield came and opened a large liquor store. Mr.

Butterfield is yet with us, and will probably be sketched in Vol. IV.

Walked off the Bridge.

Capt. Dixon, of the brig Iroquois, Peter N. Cushman, and two

others whose names I have forgotten, having been out to see a mati,

Sept. 6, on their way home walked directly into the " raging Mil-

waukee," at the foot of East Water street, " ka-lunge, O, " the

bridge having'been pushed open by a passing vessel. They were all

finally fished out with " pike poles " a wetter if not a wiser crowd.

I remember this afiair very well. It was a narrow escape for all of

them. Cushman's wooden leg helped to float him.

New Steam Mill.

A steam mill was erected this year (or rather it was the old Put-

nam warehouse converted into a mill) by Messrs. Henry Nichols

^ Geo. C. Stevens was the son of Horatio Stevens, who built and operated the

old north pier in 1843. Geo. C. was for many years a prominent man in Mil-

waukee. He owned the famous Russell Sage farm in Wauwatosa where he

raised famous horses. He was also Collector of the Port of Milwaukee under

Gen. Grant. He was a sharp, keen and successful business man. He died Aug.

IS, 1879, and was buried in Forest Home Cemetery. In this matter he was

simply looking after the interest of his wife, Calh. M. Stevens, who was the real

owner.
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and Orrin E. Butt, on the southeast corner of South Water and

Ferry streets. Burned Dec. 31, 1859.
*

It was not rebuilt as a mill. Mr. Britt is still with us, and is one

of our well-known business men, and respected citizens. Mr. Nich-

ols died many years ago. He also was in life one of the best men

the writer ever knew, and in memory's eye oftens comes to mind.

He was a splendid looking man, and a gendeman always. His death

was a great loss, not only to his friends, but to the city.

Taxation.

The valuation upon which the assessment for 1847 was levied in

the different wards in the city was as follows

:

Lots Improvements Personal Total

First 193.344 134,760 77.090 408,194

Second I54,4i5 96^476 15,250 266,138

Third 351,865 151,815 160,110 564,790

Fom-th 157,450 43.1-5 I7,470 218,045

Fifth 120,011 24,746 14,490 159,247
f

$ 1,616,414

Compared with 1846 this shows an increase in the appraised value

of real estate of $84,840, improvements, 88,654 and in personal

property of 14,550; whole increase over 1846, $188,044. The

amount levied upon valuation was, for school 1-5 of i per cent, being

in round numbers $3,200; police }(, in round numbers $4,000; health

i^, $4,000; total 11,200,

There was also raised for ward, old debts, bridge &c.: First ward

$2040.97, Second, 1823.59, Third 3526.73, Fourth 5461.12, Fifth

1990.83. Total $14,843.18. This was at an average rate of 2-10

per cent in the First, 1)4 in the Second and Third, 2-1- 10 in the Fourth,

and 2 per cent in the Fifth, not much different from to-day.

Legislative.

The members elected in Nov., 1846, for the Legislature, which

convened at Madison January 4, 1847, and adjourned February 11,

*The engine for this mill was built by Messrs. Menzel, btone & Co., (the then

proprietors of the Cream City Works of J. M. Stowell & Co.,) as an experiment,

and proved a very expensive one, for Messrs. Nichols & Britt. It was an up-

right, like the propellers, i. e., the cylinder was on top. It cost too much for

fuel, and was in fact, the indirect cause of the fire. Mr. Menzel is now at Min-
neapolis. Mr. Stone died many years ago.
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were, to the Council, Horatio N. Wells; and to the Assembly, Wil-

liam Shew, Andrew Sullivan and William W. Brown. There was

also a special held, commencing October i8, 1847, ^"^^ which ad-

journed October 27, the members from Milwaukee being to the Coun-

cil, Horatio N. Wells, (who held over), and for the Assembly, Isaac

P. Walker, James Holliday and Asa Kinney, who with John E.

Cameron, Register of Deeds ; Sidney L. Rood, County Treasurer

;

James McCall, County Surveyor ; Leverett S. Kellogg, County Cor-

oner, and Chas. P. Everts, County Clerk, were elected September 6,

1847. The place for holding this election was, for the First Ward,

Military Hall ; Second, at the Mansion House; Third, Tremont

House, corner of Broadway and Michigan streets ; Fourth, Council

Room ; Fifth, Phcenix Hotel, the present Niagara House. The

number of votes cast at this election were, for Holliday, 1426; Wal-

ker, 938 ; Kinney, 819; Cameron, 881 ; Rood, 887; McCall, 765;

Kellogg, 886; Everts, 880.

The Convention met at Madison, Dec. 15, 1847, and adjourned

Feb. I, 1848. The Constitution was submitted to the people on the

second Tuesday, the 13th of March, 1848, and adopted. Morgan

L. Martin, of Green Bay, was elected President of this Convention.

The number of votes cast at the election for delegates to the second

Constitutional Convention was as follows: Byron Kilbourn, 1344;

Rufus King, 1105; Chas. H. Larkin, 1146; John L. Doran, 1159;

Garrett M. Fitzgerald, 1244; Moritz SchoefBer, 1205; Albert

Fowler, 1333; of this band, all but Larkin and Doran have crossed

the dark river.

The following is the AboHtion ticket : Edward D. Holton, David

McDugal, Edwin Palmer, Samuel Brown, L. B. Potter, G. J. Fowler,

E. D. Underwood. AboHtion was at a discount in those days. The

highest vote received was forty-eight.

First snow fell November 25th, an inch in depth. River closed on

the 28th of November. The last boat down was the Patchen, Nov.

30th, the latest that any boat had ever made the run before.

The First Cab.

The first cab ever seen in Milwaukee, was brought here by Thos.

Christianson, Oct. 27th. This was quite a popular mode of convey-
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ance for a short time, but finally became unpopular, and went out

of use. I think James Egar had the second one. I know that he

drove one for a short time.

Geo. Hastings came and opened a grocery at 377 East Water

—

old number 179. Mr. Hastings, Sr., died long ago. The son hves

in Kenosha, but is the owner of real estate on the South Side yet.

St. John's Cathedral.

The corner stone of this edifice was laid Dec. 5, 1847. See an-

nexed :

The New Cathedral. Through tlie coiu-tesy of Bishop Henni, we are

enabled to add a few more particulars in relation to this new structure.

In the Corner Stone, in addition to the names mentioned yesterday, was de-

posited the name of the present Sovereign Pontiff, Pius IX, and the year of

American Independence, with the following transcript : "The Rt. Rev. John

Martin Henni, D. D., First Bishop of Milwaukee, assisted by the Very Rev.

Martin Kundig, V. G., the Rev. Peter McLaughlin, Pastor of the Cathedral, and

the Rev. Michael Heis, Pastor of St. Mary's, solemnly blessed and laid the Corner

Stone of this new Cathedral, consecrated to the supreme and holiest God, under

the invocation of St. John the Apostle—2d Sunday of Advent, December 5th."

The church is to be 155 feet long by 75 feet wide. The shape will be oblong.

The style purely Grecian—the height of the wall 50 feet. The elevation of the

tower not yet determined. The basement is to be of Waukesha limestone, a sub-

stantial and beautiful article, and the superstructure of o\xx pressed brick which all

acknowledge, with its rich color, is material for a public building, almost equal to

marble.

Mr. Shew's Speech.

While in the Legislature in 1840, at Madison, Mr. Shew, who was

a representative from Milwaukee, delivered a speech on the Canal

question, then a war cloud between the people and the Canal Com-

pany, which was commented upon in the Advertiser, of Feb. 8,

1841, in no very complimentary language, which brought the follow-

ing reply from the Sentinel on the nth of the same month :

The editor of the ^(/T/^r/zj-^r has published Mr. Shew's speech, as reported

by Mr. Kilbourn. We venture to say however, that no such speech was ever

heard in the Legislature, nor does any one suppose that the editor himself ex-

pects people to receive so 7'z</^rtr an effusion, of his Lord and master, (meaning

Kilbourn) as the sentiments and expression of Mr. Shew. Will Mr. Kilbourn

favor the public "with \\iQneat, well-posted," "calm, clear," (O dear) coniprehen-

sive speech of his servant Mr. Longstreet?
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To this Mr. Richards replied in his issuti of the 15th as follows:

The Sentinel "affects to believe, that no such speech was deUvered in the

Legislature," by Mr. Shew containing the sentiments given in our report

last week. Now we appeal to every member of the House, present at the lime, as

well as to the six or eight gentlemen from this town, who were not members but

who were present and heard the speech, for the truth of the sentiments "expressed

—if not the very language." The editor of the Sentinel ''\^o\\\i^ no doubt be

happy to escape from his position as well as from the odium uf opposing the canal

by denying that Mr. Shew ever made such a speech." But he cannot thus escape.

There were too many present who heard Mr. Shew's remarks, and the editor of the

&«/««£f/ (Harrison Reed) committed himself by encouraging Mr. Shew, in his

letters /r^;« an editor, in which he very singularly and boastingly states, that the

canal company would be left to go on with their own money. And that it would

require 56 locks, and cost $2,500,000. We suppose he would deny the author-

ship of these letters next—01 that Mr. Shew ever submitted a Bill for the

abandonment of the work, or that the money accruing from the sale of the canal

lands should be laid away to keep, instead of being disbursed for the benefit of

the farmers.

The following is the speech :

Mr. Speaker. — I am opposed to the passage of the bill that is

now before ihe House.—I do not thnik it would benefit the people of Mil-

waukee much ; and if we go on and expend the money the land sells for, Congress

may call on us for it at the expiration of ten years if the canal should not be com-

pleted. I think the money to be expended in Milwaukee county would benefit

our citizens some, but then we might at some future day have to tax the rest of

the 'I'erritory to raise the money to pay over to Congress if they should require it,

—and I therefore think it not good policy to do any thing about it.

Mr. Speaker, I think it would be better policy to collect the money the lands

have been sold for to the settlers, and place it in the hands of the Receiver agree-

able to the Bill I reported to this House a few days ago. The settlers can pay in

this money and it would be laid away safe.*

Mr. Speaker—It appears to me, it would be bad policy to go on with this canal

—it will cost a good deal of money, and I am not certain it can be made— I should

think it would cost at least three million and a half dollars, and 1 don't think

there would be much business on it after it was done— I don't think it would pay

for tending the locks— I don't pretend to know much about canals, and have not ex-

amined the canal line, and shouldn't know much about it if I had ; but still I

think it is bad policy for the territory to apply the land to that purpose which Con-

gress has granted. We had better sell the land to the settlers for two dollars and

a half an acre or as much as we can get, and lay up the money 10 keep ;
-and not

*If Mr. Shew meant that for a joke it was not a bad one, but if he was in earnest

then I think he was altogetiier too confiding.
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spend it in making the canal. Because we don't know as the canal will ever be

finished, and I therefore think we had better never begin it.

Mr. Speaker : I have nothing to say against the canal company— I think it's

likely they have done every thing so far, as cheap as could be done by anybody,

and I shall agree with the gentleman from Milwaukee, (Mr. Wells,) that they have

probably done it as well as the Territory could. And I don't know but they will

build the canal cheaper than could be done, by the Territory; but it will cost a

good deal anyhow, and I don't know as I can tell how much,— I, therefore, think

we had better stop where we are and not do any more, except to hold on to the

money agreeable to my Bill. It wouldn't do much good to spend the money in

the country, and might get the Territory into difficulty.

Mr. Speaker—The reasons that I have stated, and some other reasons that I

have not stated, I consider sufficient, and I shall vote against the Bill offered by

the gentleman from Milwaukee, (Mr. Longstreet,)-.—as a substitute for mine."

After making this intellectual effoit, Mr. Shew took his seat and wiped his face.

Mr. Longstreet then addressed the House in a neat and well-pointed speech, re-

viewing in his usual calm, clear and comprehensive manner, the history and pro-

gress of the canal, as a measure involving the best interests of the country ; point-

ing out, and demonstrating by strong and incontrovertible argument, the direct

benefits which must ilow to a very large portion of the interior and eastern por-

tions of the Territory, from the accomplishment of this measure ; which he as

clearly showed to be perfectly feasible. He also took occasion, in his remarks, to

advert to a rumor which had been circulated out of doors, by which it was un-

derstood, that Mr. Shew had stated that he was acting under instructions from

his constituents— and called on him to know if such was the fact ; stating that if

any such instructions had been received, he considered himself and other members

from Milwaukee county, as much bound to obey them as Mr. Shew. He had not

heard of any such instructions and hoped the gentleman would inform him as to the

facts.

When Mr. L. had closed his remarks, Mr. Shew rose, but did not say one word

as to the matier of instruction either pro or con. He did not say that he was or

was not instructed, but as usual, went off full tilt against the canal, in substance,

as follows :

"Mr. Speaker—Another argument I have to offer against the canal, is, that it

will bring the people of Rock river on a par with the people of Milwaukee county

in getting to the Milwaukee market with produce. I, therefore, think that it

would not be any benefit to our farmers, but, if anything, rather an injury. I

shall, therefore, oppose the Bill.

Per-sonal.

In person Mr. Shew was of medium height, large head, dark hair

and large dark eyes, complexion slightly florid, voice quite soft and

musical in tone, spoke slowly and distinctly, and always looked you
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squarely in the face when addressing you. He was very broad across

the shoulders for a man of his weight, i8o pounds, and must have

been, when in his prime, possessed of great muscular power. He
had a kindly disposition, and was very social. He was much in

office in his day in town and county, and represented his district in

the Legislature in 1840-45-46 and '47, serving the last session as

Speaker; and if not successful in obtaining what legislation he

deemed best for his constituents, it certainly was not for the want u[

zeal.

True, in oratory he was not a Henry Ward Beecher, or a Cicero,

as this speech fully shows. But that he was the peer, if not the

superior, of many of his associates in those early times, will not be

denied ; neither was his honesty of purpose ever cjuestioned.

Marine.

The number of arrivals at the Port of Milwaukee in 1846,* from

July ist to Dec. 31st, were, steamboats, 227 ;
propellers, 119; brigs,

62; schooners, 190; number of passengers landed, 19,817; barrels

bulk freight, 32,540 ; tons of merchandise, 17,069. The clearances

were 225 steamboats, 118 propellers, 59 brigs and 161 schooners.

The shipments were 213,448 bushels wheat, 15,756 barrels flour,

9,384 bushels barley, 1,635 bushels corn, 1,770,630 pounds lead,

107,145 broom corn, 50,420 brooms; excess of wheat shipped over

1845, 1^7*948 bushels; and of flour, 8,256 barrels, an increase of

over 100 per cent.

Exports.

There was exported in 1847, 598,011 bushels wheat, 34,846 bar-

rels flour, 634 beef and pork, 12,960 hides, 127,635 pounds ashes,

1,160,694 pounds lead, 43,215 pounds wool and 171,951 pounds of

sundries, an increase of nearly 100 per cent, over 1846.

Census.

The official returns of the census, made by Henry iJiclfcld,

were

:

First ward, 4,401 ; second ward, 3,868; thud ward, 2,973 ; fourth

ward, 1,452; fifth ward, 1,364; total, 14,060.! Same in 1846: First

* Omitted in Vol. I[.

f McCabe gives it as 11,000 in 1847.
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ward, 2,845 ; second ward, 2,291 ; third ward, 2,218 ; fourth ward,

1,059; fifth ward, 1,095; ^'^^^^^ 9'5o8; increase 4552, or 50 per

cent.

The number of buildings in the city was 2,324, averaging six

persons each, besides warehouses and factories.

The fire department, as has been seen, consisted of five companies.

There were also four military companies. The Washington Guards,

organized January 8, 1845, David George, Captain ; City Artillery,

organized 1846, Rufus King, Captain; Milwaukee Riflemen, (Ger-

man), known as the " Bob-tails," organized in February, 1847, and

an Irish company, known as the Emmet Guards, John White, Cap-

tain.

Among the benevolent societies that had been established up to

this time, was the Ladies' Benevolent Society, instituted in 1846,

Mrs. G. P. Hewitt, President; Mrs. Joseph Carey, Vice-President;

Mrs. M. B. Taylor, Secretary, and Mrs. E. Cramer, Treasurer.

St. Mary's Charitable Society (Catholic), founded in 1843, Mrs.

Edward Hussey, President ; Mrs. Theresa Juneau, Secretary.

St. Ann's Female Benevolent Society, founded October 6, 1844;

Mrs. Greulich, President ; Mrs. Dresser, Vice-President; Mrs. End,

Secretary ; Mrs Paul, Assistant Secretary, and Mrs. Diensperger,

Treasurer.

St. Mary's Benevolent Society, instituted September 14, 1846.

Miss Josephine Ladue, President; Miss Mary Leider, Vice-Prest.;

Miss Elizabeth Odenbrath, Secretary ; Miss Mary End, Treasurer.

St. Joseph's Benevolent Society for young men. Joseph Phillips,

President ; William Schaut, Secretary ; Chas. End, Treasurer.

German Benevolent Society, founded December, 1846. David

George, President; Doctor Wonderly, Vice-President; Dr. Winkler,

Treasurer; M. Smith, Secretary. (These five were Catholics.)

Temperance Societies.

Catholic Total Abstinence Society, estabfished 1842. Rev. Peter

McLaughlin, President; Ed. Hussey, Vice-President ; Thos. Keogh,

Secretary ; Thos. Cofiee, Treasurer.

Washington Temperance Society (Protestant), established in 1843.

G. J. Fowler, President; E. A. Calkins, Vice-President; D. Van
Deeren, Secretary.
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Wisconsin Division, instituted 1846. James P. Cireaves, W. P.;

Geo. E. H. Day, W. A. ; Rufus King, F. S. ; I. A. Lapham, R. S.

;

M. B. Butterfield, T.
; J. B. Smith, P. W. P. ; B. Henderson, I. S.

I. O. of R.,* founded January 30, 1847. K. (;. Dunham, C. R. ;

Samuel Lindsey, Shd.
; Joseph Peirce, R. C. R.

; John R. Davis, L.

O.
;
S. Dunham, F. S. ; E. Lawrence, I. G.; Geo. Longstaff, (). G.

FREE MASONS.

Brother TOWN Lodge. t

L. M. Tracy, W. M. ; A. W. Hatch, S. W. ; O. Alexander, J. W. ;

Geo. G. Blodgett, Secretary
; J. (iale, Treasurer; M. Kneeland, S.

D. ; S. S. Daggett, J. D.

Milwaukee Lodge, No. 3.

Byron Kilbourn, W. M.
; John F. Rague, S. W.

; J. B. Van Al-

stine, J. W.; Geo. E. Graves, Secretary; E. Moseley, Treasurer;

Benj. Church, J. D.

L O. of O. F.

Milwaukee Lodge, No. 2.

M. E. Lyman, N. G. ; L. L. Lee, V. G.
;
Julius White, Sec. ; Wm.

C. Disbrow, R. S. ; D. C. Van Tine, Treasurer.

Wisconsin Encampment, No. i.

Wm. H. Metcalf, C. P.
; J. S. Pardee, H. P. ; M. E. Lyman, S.

W. ; Chas. Crane, J. W. ; EH Bates, Jr., Treasurer ; F. G. Tibbets,

S.

Kneeland Lodge, No. 5.

James Kneeland, N. G. ; F. Ripley, Jr., V. G.; Chas. Crane, R.

S.
; J. S. Pardee, Treasurer.

A. S. & R. S0CIETY.|

Col. J. Christie, President; S. L. Rood, Vice-President; W. H.

Metcalf, T. ; F. G. Tibbets, G. T.

* Independent ( hder of Rechabites.

f Now Wisconsin Lodge.

X
" Anti-boap and Razor Society, " an incipient looi, of which I believe Mr,

Tibbets, Col. Christie and W. H. Metcalf, are the only survivors.
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RECAPITULATION.

According to McCabe's directory, published in 1847, there were

in Milwaukee 1 7 law firms, 5 auction and commission stores, 4 book

stores and binderies, 3 boot and shoe stores, 3 breweries, 1 butcher

(this is incorrect, there were at least 20) ; 6 cabinet makers, 2 car-

riage manufactories, 2 confectioners (this is incorrect), 3 copper and

tin smiths, 3 dentists, 4 druggists, 19 dry goods stores, 3 fur and cap

stores, 4 forwarding and commission houses, 5 wholesale grocers, 3

retail (this is incorrect, there were at least 30), 3 crockery stores, 4

hat and cap stores, 8 hardware stores, 3 foundries, 10 merchant

tailors, 8 wine and liquor stores, (this is grossly incorrect and Mc-

Cabe must have been drunk when he compiled it. But notwith-

standing this his directory is of untold value as being the first one

gotten out in Milwaukee. But his enumeration of the wine and

liquor stores is certainly incorrect, as their number was " legion

"

even in that early day.)

CORRECTIONS.

In vol. I, page 24, it is stated that Thos. Holmes built the first

frame dwelhng, i. e., a two story one, in Milwaukee, in June, 1835,

Albert Fowler's office being of one story. This is correct as to the

east side. The first frame dwelling erected in the city, however,

was erected on the west side upon the northwest corner of second

and Cherry streets, by Wm. Burdick, now at Oshkosh, the frame of

which was set up March 6, 1835, and was the residence of Paul

Burdick until his death.

The failure to mention this building in vol. (i) was an oversight,

as the author certainly knew about it, he having been in it often.

In vol. 2, page 318, the eighth name from the top (Geo. D.

Dousman), should be Geo. G. Dousman, nephew of Geo. D. He was

for a long time the city clerk. Geo. D. Dousman never joined the

club.

On page 65, in chapt. i, it was stated in a foot note—when

speaking of the appointment of supervisors—that the office was at

that time filled by the common council "same as now." This is

incorrect as the supervisors are at present elected by the people the
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same as the aldermen—the words same as now being an interpola-

tion and should not have appeared there.

In the history of Milwaukee by the Western Historical ^: Pub-

lishing Co., of Chicago, on page 79, the author of this history is

quoted as saying that the late Maj-General Lysander Cutler walked

upon a certain occasion from the " Penokee Range " to Bayfield and

back in some 10 hours, 80 miles, (by land). This mistake was no

doubt unintentional on the part of W. G. Cutler (who wrote the

sketch and who was wholly unacquainted with the locality men-

tioned.) This mistake he has corrected as an act of justice not only

to himself, but to the public as well. It should have read to Iron-

ton, 22 miles, making with the return trip 44 miles. This was

true.

Chronological Record of Early Brick Buildings.

As no little discussion has arisen at various times in relation as to

who erected the first brick dwelHng in our city, the writer has con-

cluded to re-print all that was given upon this subject in vols, i and

2, of his Pioneer History as well as to add thereto such further in-

formation as is within his reach upon this part of our history.

1836.

The first brick dwelling was of one story, and was erected by

Wm. Sivyer, upon the alley in the rear of what is now 447 Jackson

St., in May, 1S36. See vol. i, page 45. The walls of this house

were put up in two days. The bricks Avere from the present well

known yard started in 1836 by Benoni Finch, at the foot of 14th St.,

4th ward (see vol. i. page 47.

The second was by Benoni Finch, in the summer of 1836, on the

south side of Clybourn St., at the foot of 14th St. See vol. i, page

47. This dwelling was of two stories, and disappeared in 1878.*

1837,

The third was a small one story dwelling (part brick, and part

*The west wall of this pioneer two story dwelling was 25 feet east of the east

Hne of 14th street and about lb feet above the present grade of Clybourn street.

I make this statement in order that future generations, if they wish, can get at

the exact location, as all trace of it wUl soon be gone. It fronted north and stood

about 10 feet back from Clybourn street. Its present number would have been

1341 Clybourn street.
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frame), erected early in 1837 upon or near the south east corner of

Hanover and Walker streets, by Thos. Eggleston. See vol. i, page

38. This house had a flat or four cornered roof.

1S38.

There were three brick buildings constructed, viz. ; the old Hght

house dweUing, together with the light house at the head of Wiscon-

sin street, (See vol. i, page 151-) This light house stood directly

over the present turn table of the horse railroad, some 80 feet above

the present grade, (vol. 2, page 169.)

The second was a two story one erected by Aaron A. Herriman,

and is yet standing and known as No. 364 Railroad street.

The third was the rear of the present residence of William A.

Webber, No. 461 Jefterson street.

The seventh (and the only one known to have been erected in

1839), was erected by Henry M. Hubbard, and is the main part of

the present residence of Dr. David W. Perkins, No. 235 9th street.

See Vol. H, page 100.

The eighth was the present residence of Wm. Sivyer, 447 Jackson

street, the basement story of which was put up in 1840,* the main

walls in 1841, and finished in 1842. The bricks for the basement

were from the yard at the foot of 14th street. The balance, except

the front, were from the yard at the head of Oneida street, which

was opened there by Mr. Sivyer, in 1840. (Vol. H, page 164.) The

carpenter work for this dwelling was done by Messrs. Marsh & Ellis.

The late Morgan L. Skinner taught school in this basement in 1841-

42 and '43.

1841.

The only one known to have been erected in 1841, was what is

now the rear part of 140 and 142 Mason street, by Dr.

E. Porter Eastman. It was certainly occupied in 1842-43 by the

late Worcester Harrison, one of Milwaukee's well-remembered

pioneers.

* It was stated in Vol. I, page 157, on the authority of Mr. Sivyer, that this

dwelHng was commenced in 1839. fhis he has since found to be incorrect. It

was in the fall of 1840. Among those who went to school in this basement, was
our present well-known fellow-citizen, Gideon P. Hewitt, Jr.



MILWAUKEE UNDER THE CHARTER. 99

The following incident, which occurred in connection with this

house, often comes to mind when passing there

:

The house, (which stood a httle back from the sidewalk), had a

picket fence in front, with a gate directly opposite the front door.

Gen. Harrison was at that time the owner of a large, and very sav-

age bull-dog, who was in the habit of going for any one who hap-

pened to be passing ; and, as a natural sequence, he occasionally

caught "aleck," as the saying is, in the way of a club or stone, which

retribution, bull-dog hke, he chalked down in his massive brain

against the ones who threw them, and had quite a long list, to be ac-

counted for some day, laid at the door of the undersigned. In fact,

he had become such a nuisance as to cause Mrs. Harrison, (the

General being absent most of the time), to be notified to take care of

him. She informed the complainant that she thought he could take

care of himself, and that we must do the same. And we did, as

the very first time B. F. Wheelock, Moses Donaldson and myself,

were passing there a few days later, out came Mr. Dog, and in his

anxiety to get at us, run his ugly head through the pickets in the

gate with such force as to push it open, and send it around against

the main fence, and we had him in " chancery." Each of us carried

a great stick for his especial benefit, and if that unlucky dog did

not regret that he had ever seen us, then I cannot understand dog

language. We squared accounts.

The fearful howfing he made aroused the neighbors. Mrs. Har-

rison rushed to the door, and when she saw how things were, seemed

perfectly delighted, and made the remark that she thought that dog

would mind his own business after that, and he did, scarcely daring

to come out of the yard unless she was along to protect him. That

whahng took the combativeness all out of him and he joined the

Quakers.

1842.

The brick dweUing now standing on the northwest corner of Wis-

consin and Jackson streets was erected this year by the Rev. Lem-

uel B. Hull. This house at the time of its erection was the

best dwelling in the city and was the first one that had box \\in(low

frames and weighted sash. The original contractor was Nathaniel

F. Prentiss. He was finally however, compelled to give up the con-
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tract on account of not being able to get any one to work for him.

Among the carpenters who worked there were the Late John La

Point, Robert McKittrick and E. H. Sabin. The brick were laid

by Wm. Payne, and the plastering was done by Henry and Samuel

Sivyer.

In vol. I, on page 183, it is stated that this house was erected in

1840. This is a misprint, it should have been in 184 1-2, as is stated

above.

The main part of the Wm. A. Webber residence. No. 461, Jeffer-

son street, was also erected this year. It has also been claimed that

the double brick Nos. 460 and 462 CHnton street, was erected this

year, but of this I am not certain. It was erected, however, by

Alanson Sweet.

1843.

This year witnessed the erection of the following : A double two

story dwelling at what is now Nos. 466 and 468 Milwaukee street,

by Rufus Parks. Burned November 19, just before completion, and

never rebuilt. See vol. 2, page 182.

L. J. Higby also erected the dwelling known as Nos. 392 and

394 Jefferson street. This house is yet standing, though m a dilap-

idated condition. The rear part of No. 471, Jefferson street was

also erected this year by Frederick Wardner. The writer worked

upon this building, and it was while there that he was compelled to

quit September 27, on account of the heat. The rear part of the

old Miter homestead, north west corner of Cass and Mason

streets, was I think, erected this year, but am not certain.

1844.

This year witnessed the erection of the Lindsey Ward homestead

No. 458 Milwaukee. The Williams Lee homestead, northeast corner

of Broadway and Oneida Streets. The old William Turton resi-

dence southwest corner of Oneida and Marshall. (Pulled down in

1869). This was a small one story house, with a flat roof. There

was also one erected by Luther Childs, one-story, at what is now 319
Hanover Street—pulled down m 1850, and one by James Bon-

nell, northeast corner of Cass and Mason Streets. This was a won-

derful house when erected. It has lately been demolished and re-



MILWAUKEE UNDER THE CHARTER. 101

placed by the palatial residence of our well known fellow citizen

Elias Friend.

The brick dwelling on the southwest corner of Jackson and Mason
Streets, known as the Dr. J. B. Dousman liomestead, was also built

in 1844, by Philetus C. Hale, mentioned in a sketch of M. Hale in

vol. 2, page 122, although no date was then given. It was~also

stated in vol. 2, page 157, that Mr. Lee's dwelling was the sixtli one

erected. This the writer has found to be incorrect, as has been

seen.

184s

The present residence of Mrs. James Murray, 456 Jackson Street,

was erected this year and has been occupied by that lady and her

daughters up to the present time.

So much for the early brick dwellings, which although it changes

the dates of some, and adds several new ones to the list is, I believe,

substantially correct.

BRICK BLOCKS.

The first brick block was erected on the northwest corner of Third

and Chestnut Streets in 1840, by Hon. John Hustis. S^e vol. i,

page 183. This block was pulled down in 1876, and the " Cen-

tennial Block " erected in its place.

The second was the Chas. C. Dewey's Commercial block, erected

in 1842, at what is now Nos. 373-5 and 377 East Water Street.

See vol. I, page 183 and vol. 2, page 119. This building (the pre-

parations for erecting which, as well as for the Hull residence on

Jackson Street, was made in 1841), has been rebuilt.

The Roger's building, mention of which was made in vol 2, page

220, accompanied with cut, was erected in 1844, burnt August 24,

1854.

The Birchard block, southwest corner of West Water and Spring

Street, was also erected in 1844, by the late Harvey Birchard. 'i'his

was the building previously spoken of as having been commenced liy

E. D. Holton, who after putting in a foundation on plank, laid di-

rectly upon the marsh, sold out to Mr. Birchard, who pulled up tlie

whole thing and put in a pile foundation before erecting his block.

12
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This block has, after passing through three hres, been thoroughly re-

built, and scarcely a vestige of the old building is now to be seen.
.

The fifth was at what is now No. 115 Clinton Street, in 1845,

by John Shields, now in California. If there were any others they are

unknown to the writer. And as he does not claim infallibihty, it is

possible that there may have been others erected prior to 1846. But

he thinks not.
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Opening Address—Constitutional Convention—Weather—Pest House—Improve-
ments—Bad Money—Badger Supper—George Chaffee—Henry Middleton

—

Gustav Streckwald— First 1'elegraph—Green & Button, sketch of—Jolm
Bentley, do—Military parade—1 heater—Storms— S. C. Newhall—Schools

—

Professor Amasa Buck, Sketch of— Hubbell Loomis—Council—A Sporting
Reminiscence—Edmond Sanderson—Political—The Fur flies—Geo. E. H.
Day—Alexander Matheson— Flection—Officers Elected—High School—
The Bluff—Improvements—Andrew E. Dibble, Sketch of—Do. Atkins, Ogden
& Atkins—Prospects—Author's comments thereon—S. C. West, Sketch of

—James Magee, do—Boom at Walker's Point—The old Sweet Elevator

—

Horace Chase Resigns—Sketch of S. S. Daggett—P. P. Lownsberry—E. D.
hJaker— Blue Warehouse—Judicial Election—Grading— S. S. D. Adler

—

Improvements—Covvles & Ross—Political—The American Freeman—Em-
bezzlement.

Milwaukee in 1848 had got fairly upon her feet as a full fledged

and prosperous city. Her two years ot municipal life had been

successful ones commercially as well as in increase of population ; but

politically, as has been seen in the previous chapter, it had been

stormy. The ill feeling engendered between the two wings of the

democratic party on account of the hostility of the majority of that

party towards the new constitution, which they united with the

whigs to defeat, (which the reader has already seen was

of the intensest kind,) had not wholly subsided, as the new one pre-

pared the previous winter at Madison, which was to be submitted to

the people on the second Tuesday of March, 1848, was a new

casus belli, and for the defeat of which the loco-focos were nursing

their wrath and laying pipe. But they were again doomed to dis-

appointment, for, as will be seen, it was adopted by the people and

ratified by the first legislature held under its provisions,* (in

*The election resulted as iollows : For,—First ward, 416 ; second ward, 443 ;

third ward, 327; fourth ward, 150; fifth ward, 167; total, 1503. Against,

—

First ward, 61 ; second ward, 8 ; third ward, 20 ; fourth ward, 37 ; fifth ward,

21 ; total, 147. Majority for, 1356.
Last year the vote on the constitution was 1146 for, and 1435 against. Ma-

jority against, 289.
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June following,) which left the advocates of a specie currency, (to

use a slang phrase,) out in the cold, high and dry upon the rocks

of commercial despair. It was the adoption of the second constitu-

tion that settled the future of Wisconsin, as well as of Milwaukee,

and gave the latter the prestige she has held up to the present time,

and is destined to hold in the coming years commercially as well

as intellectually. For had the first one been adopted, Milwaukee

would have been but a small village to-day, without railroad connec-

tions with the east, and a one horse town in fact as well as in name.

The following were the places for holding the election for the vote

upon the constitution, March 13, 1848: First ward. Engine house,

Wisconsin street ; second ward. Mansion house ; third ward. Engine

house foot of Detroit street ; fourth ward, council rooms. Spring

street; fifth ward. Phoenix hotel, (the present Niagara house, kept

at that time by John Mason.)

At the first legislature in 1848, convened February 7, and adjourned

March 18. H.N. Wells was in the council, and L P. Walker,

Jas. HoUiday and Asa Kinney, in the house. This was under the

territorial government.

UNDER THE STATE GOVERNMENT.

The first legislative assembly under the constitution convened at

Madison, June 5. 1848, and adjourned August 21, 1848.

The following, elected, as provided in the constitution, May 13.

1848, were sent from Milwaukee: Senate.—Asa Kinney and

Riley N. Messenger. Assembly.—Edward Wonderley, August

Greulich, William W. Brown, Leonard P. Crary, Andrew Sullivan,

Horace Chase and Perley J. Shumway.

THE WEATHER.

The weather the previous fall had been quite mild, the river re-

maining open until the 28th of December. But early in January

the "frost king" assumed control and winter set in in earnest, upon

which the Sentinel of the 12th inst. has the following:

The weather yesterday was the coldest of the season so far. At eight a. m. the

thermometer was at 4 ^ below zero ; at noon 3 ° above ; at 2^ p. m. 6 ° above ;

at 5 p. m., 2 ° above, and at 6 o'clock that morning, (the 12th,) 7 ° below and

at 12 ni., 16 above.
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It came off warm, however, the latter part of the month and con-

tinued so for the balance of the winter months, so warm in fact as

to cause our ice men here, as well as in Chicago, to fear they would

get no ice. But it came cold in March and ice was obtained, but of

no great thickness.

PEST HOUSE.

In the Sentinel of January i was an article commenting upon the

fearful condition of things at the Pest House, by some one who
signed himself Q. D., which gave the common council "Hail Col-

umbia" for not looking into the matter.

There was, no doubt, just cause of complaint about the Pest

House, which was a disgrace to any city, if reports were true, but,

as .a rule, our Pest House was as well managed as could be ex-

pected.

IMPROVEMENTS

The Wisconsin of the 5th when in speaking of improvements in

progress upon the west side, in connection with the opening of West

Water street, has the following :

Fac TORIES IN THE FouRTH Ward.—Quile a number of important manufacturing

establishments have been started on the west side of the river, in the second and

fourth wards, witjiin the past six months. We have ah'eady described at length

the paper mill of Messrs. Ludington & Garland, * which has been busily engaged

ever since it commenced running, in converting rags into paper. There is also

the extensive soap and candle factory of Messrs. Ludington & King f now in the

full tide of successful experiment and turning out a prime article. Still more re-

cent, is the steam planing mill of Mr. S. V. R. Ableman,t on West Water street,

" This was Joseph Ludington, no relation, however, to the governor. Mr.

Garland probably never lived here, as his name does not appear in the directory

for that or any other year.

fThe soap factory here mentioned was l)uilt by Robert Ludmgton and Henry

U. King, which, as the Senti7?e/ claimed, besides turning out thirty-three boxes

daily, made enough soap to cleanse the whole city. This factory stood just be-

low Buffalo street bridge, upon the ground now occupied by a part of the iron

shed of the Anchor line of steamers.

t Col. Ableman was for a number of years a prominent business man in Mil-

waukee. He was of giant Irame, full of mirth and kindness. He was United

States marshal in 1854, during the Glover rescue. Later he removed to the vil-

lage of Baraboo, where he died about four years ago. I knew hinr well.

This was the mill afterwards operated for so many years by Smith cS; Mc-

Vicker, and lastly by J. B. Smith alone. And which, though a perfect fire trap,

stood without any insurance until so rotten as to be unsafe, and was finally pulled
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fronting the river. The main building is 50 by 30 feet, two stories high, bricked

up from cellar to garret, and substantially put together. The engine room is 20

by 30 feet. On the lower floor of the main building are two planing machines,

a patent saw and other machinery. The second floor is also to be filled with ma-

chinery. All sorts of planing, matching, grooving, &c , can be done in this mill

with remarkable dispatch. A man wishing to build a house has but to step in

there, of a morning, and leave his order for all the dooring, siding, panelling,

sashes, doors, &c., that he wants, and within forty-eight hours his order can be

filled. The motive power is the steam engine of the Trowbridge, which, having

labored faithfully for "Milwaukee on the water, is now doing it many a good turn

on the land. The mill stands on lots owned by James Kneeland, Esq., who

owns an interest in it, and is making other valuable improvements in the neigh-

borhood. Among these, is a large building 80 by 40, with an addition 30 by 50,

designed for a stoneware factory. It is to be occupied by Mr. William Sanderson,

late of Ohio, who has supplied this market with stone ware for several years past,

and now transfers the manufacture of the article to this city. The raw material

is imported from Ohio, to be worked up here. This is an important branch of

manufacturing industry and will give employment to many hands.

Bad Money.

Some one made a bitter complaint in the Sentmel of January 6th,

about the utter worthlessness of the currency then in circulation, and

he was right, as with the exception of Mr. Mitchell's bank, the money
was of little value ; and as for the .city orders, in all the wards except

the fourth, they were at a discount of from 10 to 20 per cent., and

store pay at that.

Badger Festival.

There was a festival held at Barr's Hotel, the present Ricketson

House, southeast corner of Ferry and South Water streets, January

8th, at which the boys let themselves out in toasts and songs, some
of which were silly enough to stop a clock. One, however, from

Horatio N. Wells, had the right ring

:

" Temperance is a gem, more valuable than agate, pearl or dia-

mond. May it continue to be appreciated until all Columbia's sons

shall become Sons of Temperance."

Alas, for poor Wells! For notwithstanding his zeal in the cause,

at this time, he died from intemperance at last.

down m 1870. I think this mill has probably made more money on the capital
mvested than has any of its successors, or than any of them ever will in the same
length of time.
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WANTED A VENIRE.

Among the humorous anecdotes related of Judge \Vells was the

following :

John L. Doran once applied for a change of venue for a client ot

his who was up for some violation of the law. " On what grounds?"

asked Wells. "On the ground of prejudice on the part of the court."

" Is your chent present?" asked Wells. "Yes, your honor." "Tell

him to stand up." Upon which a hard looking resident of the Third

Ward arose in the back part of the court room.

Wells gazed upon the gentlemen a moment and then blurted out

in a sarcastic tone :

" You can have the venire, for if I wasn't prejudiced before, by

God, I am now !"

MURDER.

There was an attempt made by a " skezicks " named (ieorge

Chaffee, January 17, 1848, to murder his wife and then kill himself

He failed in the first, but happily made a success in his own case

by shooting himself in the mouth.

The wife was the widow of Moses Donaldson, a black-eyed Irish

lassie of doubtful reputation, afterwards the wife of old man Cross,

of the Town of Lake, for a few days (when he bounced her), and

whose subsequent career many yet Hving can doubtless remember.

Chaftee, although more of a sybarite than a celibate, himself, was

so disgusted with the way she acted, that life to him became a

burden, hence the act. He was a tall, round shouldered, dark-haired,

sallow-looking, whisky drinking ruffian. A ship carpenter by occu-

pation, very reticent when sober, but a perfect brute when drunk.

He died in jail seven days after the shooting, being unable to swal-

low anything during that time.

Henry Middleton removed to Lapham's block, 377 Third Street,

January i, 1848.

Mr. Middleton was one of the early men of Milwaukee, having

come here m 1844. He was at one time a butcher and kei^t a meat

market on the east side of market square. He is a man well calcu-

lated to make friends and will go as far out of his way to do one a

kindness, without any hope of reward, as any one I know, and, of
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course, has not got very wealthy. He greets every one with a

pleasant smile always. He has held several small offices, including

that of coroner and constable, all which he has tilled with a credit to

himself and to the entire satisfaction of the community. If he has

any fault it is in doing too much while in office—a fault that the

politicians never overlook or condone. He is a strong RepubH-

can and a strong temperance man and one of the land-marks of Mil-

waukee. In person he is of medium height, dark complexion, very

nervous, easily excited, and very much set in his way, as the

phrase goes, has a voice low in tone, speaks quick and always looks

you squarely in the face when speaking. He is also very polite and

social, takes the world easy and if he should live a thousand years

would not get lich.

CLARK A. PLACE.

This gentleman is a native of Rochester, N. H., where he was

born in 1817. Came to Milwaukee from Lowell, Mass., in the fall of

1846.

Mr. Place, who is a born accountant, was not long in finding an

opening in which to exercise his talent, as that old pioneer Alanson

Sweet at once placed him in charge of his office, which he managed

for seven years. Then ten more with the late Chas. H. Wheeler in

same warehouse, (the old Sweet elevator). Then seven with the late

J. B. Smith, in the old planing mill on West Water Street. And for

the last eighteen years has filled the responsible position of pay-mas-

ter for the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railroad, during which

the amount of money he has handled would probably foot up $50,-

000,000. This is a wonderful record, and shows Mr. Place to pos-

sess a most extraordinary gift as an accountant.

In person Mr. Place is of the average height, stoutly built and

very muscular. Few men within the writer's acquaintance, of his

weight, are more so. He is very nervous and very (luick motioned.

Has a large round face, a clear expressive eye, a pleasant counte-

nance and a pleasing address. His bump of caution is very large,

no "bunko-steerer" would ever get a "snide" watch on to him. He
sees everything gomg on by intuition (apparently) as when on the

street he walks very rapidly with his eyes cast upon the ground as



MILWAUKEE UNDER THE CHARTER. 109

though in a study about something, which he is, the vast mental

labor incident to his business, rec^uiring his constant thought and

he never allows himself to lose the run of it. He was just the man
for the position, and Manager Merrill could not have made a better

selection for the duties to be performed, than he did when he ap-

pointed Mr. Place. He is honest and conscientious. He is now,

however, approaching the autumn of life and intends to retire from

the road and take it easy for the remainder of his days. And tliat

they may be many and happy ones, is certainly the wish of all who
know him.

GUSTAV STRECKWALD.

This gentleman who for some sixteen years past has been one of

our well known business men, came from the Kingdom of Hanover,

Germany, to Milwaukee in 1848. His first employment was as a

clerk and as such was employed by the late Henry Livingston, at

222 West Water Street, for several years and who he finally suc-

ceeded in business. Mr. Streckwald is a good business man and

does not believe in working for nothing or selling his goods without

a profit (as his former employer used to do) ; he knows how to make

money and how to keep it when made. He is a first rate judge of

character, an observer of all that is going on, learns all he can about

others, but keeps his own affairs very close. He is a very intelli-

gent man, a great reader, is well posted in all the issues of the day,

and will make and retain friends where many of his compeers would

fail in both. His word is like gold, it is good. Neither does he

ever make a promise that he fails to keep, or a statement that is not

true. He is very cautious and never takes a doubtful chance or runs

into debt, always paying as he goes, and if he lives 10 years will be

a very wealthy man.

THE FIRST TELEGRAPH IN MILWAUKEE.

The first message ever sent over the wires from this city was Janu-

ary 17, 1848.

A tarift", says the Sentinel of January i6th, has already been ar-

ranged and twenty-five cents is charged for a communication of ten

words, and ten cents for each additional ten words. For the name

of the person sending the message no charge is made. Mr, Have-

13
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land the operator at this end of the line, and Mr. Cook at the other

end, are bolh excellent operators as well as accommodating to all re-

quiring their services, We were in the office Friday the i6th, when

the following messages, the first sent over the wires were received and

sent. And as the parties are all well known in both cities, we will

take the liberty of publishing them :

Chicago, 3 p. m.

To A. Sweet.—Some of my friends are desirous of changing their residence

from Chicago to the Queen City of the West, and before changing they wish to

know whether you have made any provisions in your new constitution to reduce

the rate of taxes at Milwaukee.
A. Garrett, Mayor.

The reply :

To A. Garrett.—Our constitution will contain liberal provisions for the bene-

fit of rats desirous of leaving a falling house and the taxes will be graduated ac-

cording to the necessities of the case by a well organized sliding scale.

A. Sweet.

Pretty good for you Sweet, but you always was ready for a joke.

To George H. Walker, Esq.—We are desirous of giving early information

in the spring that the swamp lands have all been filled up in our city. Will you

please have the goodness to tell the emigrants and foreigners on the arrival of the

first boats that we have no more chills and fever.

Geo. W. Dole.

The reply :

To G. W. Dole, Esi,).—By lightning I greet you. Glad to hear of your city's

progress. Ours is in a like prosperous condition. Some swamp holes left yet,

which another year's emigration will fill. Walker's Point is rapidly improving,

and your humble servant feels nicely.

Yours &c..

George H. Walker.

This reply was good but not as good as Sweet's.

Green and Button, Druggists.

Among those who came in 1848, and have been in business con-

tinuously from that time to the present, were Thomas A. Green and

Henry H. Button, the founders of the house of Green & Button ; Mr.

Green coming here from Providence R. I., and Mr. Button from

Wallingford, Verniont. Their first place of business was in what

is now No. 405 (then 207) East Water street, as the successors of
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Henry Fess, Jr.* Here they remained until 1854, when having got

well started, they concluded to enlarge their business, and for that

purpose purchased the stock of Abraham F. Clark, (he retiring from

business,) and moved into the store, then occupied by him; at

what is now 367 East Water street. Here they remained six years,

their business increasing steadily all the time, when want of more

room compelled them to again change their quarters, which they

did by removing in i860 to the brick store that Daniel Wells, Jr., had

erected a few years previous for Messrs. Bonnell & Williams, t now

No. 297 and 299 East Water, which store they still occupy, having

been in it over twenty three-years. Up to this time the status of

the firm had remained unchanged, but now a change seemed

unavoidable, as the arduous labors, both mental and

physical, which these 12 years had brought, had began

to tell upon both, more particularly upon Mr. Button, whose nervous

temperament made him more susceptible of fatigue than Mr. Green,

and a voyage to Europe accompanied by his family was decided

upon as being the one thing needed to bring his exhausted system

once more up to grade, and in order that this might be accomplished

without any detriment to the business, a stock company was organ-

ized called The Green & Button Co., consisting of Thos. A. Green,

H. H. Button, Chas. H. O'Neil, O. D. Barker, and H. S. O'Neil, Jr.

Thos. A. Green President, H. H. Button Vice President, Chas.

H. O'Neil Secretary, which continues to be the style under which

the business is conducted to the present time.

From 1848 up to 1854, the trade of this firm was mostly retail,

small jobbing sales being occasionally made to country dealers. This

trade continued to improve gradually until i860, when seeing the

vast field opening before them, in the great northwest, they com-

*It was the intenlion of Mr. Fess when he sold out to Messrs Green & Button
to return to his first love (Pittsburg) and go into business again there, but not find-

ing things there as in former times, he went to New York City, purchased a large

stock, returned to Milwaukee and reopened again, as has been seen in his

sketch in the previous chapter.

The few years he had spent in the great west had completely unfitted him for

the "slow coach" movements at the east, and he was compelled to come back
to Milwaukee.

fJames Bonnell and Henry Williams, mention of whom, as well as of their

store, was made in volume 2, page 119. The store was built it 185 1,
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menced the business of wholesaling and their success has

shown the wisdom of that step, as from that hour to the present

they have done a vast busuiess, and are to-day ranked among the

most wealthy, as well as successful drug establishments in the

country, the result of untiring industry, perseverance and good

manat^ement. Mr. Green besides his business qualifications, has de-

cided literary tastes, is fond of geology and botany and the fine arts,

his residence being Hke Mr. W. H. Metcalf's, a miniature art gallery.

Mr. Green is possessed of fine social quahfications, has a mind highly

cultured, and is fond of the society of educated men. He has few

intimate friends, and is as regular in his habits as the sun; is not

easily excited and has the bump of cautiousness largely developed.

He walks, when on the street, with a regular measured step, greeting

those whom he meets, that he knows, with a nod, if seen, which is

not always the case, as when in the street, his mind is generally oc-

cupied with the solution of some scientific problem, and at such

times he seldom looks up. Mr. Button has a different temperament.

He walks with a quick nervous step, and when in the streets, where

he is seldom seen except when going to or coming from his residence,

sees all that is going on, his eye taking in every movement there

or in the store, and he is never taken oft" his guard. He too is fond

of books and of investigating the mysteries of nature's laws, but will

not follow any doubtful point as far as Mr. Green. Both of these

gentlemen are methodical in all their doings, consequently the daily

routine of business in their store moves along smoothly, and quietly,

and they understand perfectly what they are about all the time ; each

partner as well as employe has his own particular duties to perform

and is not expected to attend to anything else. And as to their

soundness, it is sufficient to say, that like Bradley & Metcalf, they

have never had any paper go to protest, or failed to pay at sight any

demand against them in all these thirty five years that they have

been in business, a statement that few firms can truthfully make.

There is also another peculiarity not found in every establishments of

this kind, for which this firm is noted, and that is the fact that they

seldom change their employees, being in this respect the counterpart

Messrs. Ball & Goodrich. Such is the record of the two gentlemen

who stand at the head of this well known drug house. The junior
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partners are as yet young, and have a record to make, whicli 1

doubt not they will do, as they have all made a good start. Mr.

Button is a Repubhcan but not a politician ; he is also one of tlie

main pillars in the Unitarian church, and has contril)uted largely to

its support. Mr. Green is also a Republican and a Unitarian, but no

politician, the tricks that are vain and the ways that are dark, neces-

sary to understand and practice in order to be successful m traveling

that thorny path, having no charms for them, they preferring a (|uiet

Hfe.

John Bentley,

This gentleman, so well known in our city, and one whom its

citizens have always delighted to honor, was born at Newton, Mont-

gomeryshire, North Wales, England, March 22, 1S22, from where he

came to the United States in 1838, and to Milwaukee in 1848. Mr.

Bentley is by occupation a mason, and the first work he performed

after his arrival was upon Alexander Mitchell's present residence, as a

journeyman, under the late Morgan E. Shinn. He also helped brick

up the old Sweet elevator, and it was while working there that the

writer (who was also working there) first knew him. His ambition

however, would not suffer him to remain in a subordinate position

long, and in 185 1 he hung out his shingle as a contractor, which

occupation he has followed to the present time with remarkable

success.

The following are among the public buildings he has erected

:

Milwaukee Female college, on Milwaukee street corner of Division,

St. John's church on Hanover street corner of Pierce, Fifth ward.

Olivet church (now the Cathedral) corner of Division and Marshall

streets. First ward; Fifth, Eighth and Ninth ward public school build-

ings, the Newhall House, (burnt January loth, 1883.) the Opera house,

north west corner of East Water and Oneida streets. Academy ot

Music, north west corner of Milwaukee and Michigan streets, the

Racine court house, the south wing of the Northern asylum at Osh-

kosh, the First National Bank at Oshkosh, the Assembly Hall at

Madison, besides a large number of stores and dwellings. The new

freight house of the Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul Railroail, on

Fowler street, and have now under contract a new court house at
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Pond du Lac, die extension of die capital at Madison, the Insane

Asylum at Travers City Michigan, a new church, St. Cassimir in

the Eleventh ward of this city, (finished last year.) During the last

ten years Mr. Bendey has been aided by his son. The present firm

however, is Bentleys & Nowlan.* In person^ Mr. Bentley is of

medium height, has a thick-set and muscular frame, a head unusually

large, hair inclining to stand erect, he speaks very distinctly, in a low

tone (usually), looks you squarely in the face when speaking, or

when being spoken to. His face which is large, has a pleasing ex-

pression, indicating great kindness of heart, neither does it belie him.

He has a very strong will, and when once his mind is made up, it is

not easy to change it. He is quick to see, prompt to act, has good

business ability, as his success has shown, is strictly honest, never

breaks his word, and his good will is something worth having. In

political faith he is a Democrat, has been an active and influential

member of that party for many years. He has also been much in

office, was a member of the legislature from the Fifth ward in 1863,

1878, 1879 and 1880, where he made a good record, his good

practical common sense causing his opmions to carry weight with

his fellow members of both parties. He has also served his ward as

supervisor for two years, has been school commissioner for several

years, and is now, 1883, sherift' of Milwaukee county. Mr. Bentley

is that kind oi a Democrat that the Republicans respect, a state-

ment that cannot be truthfully made as to most of that party (po-

litically.) His record is good, he commenced at the foot of the lad-

der and has climbed steadily up until he has reached the top, finan-

cially as well as socially, and is now enjoying the fruits of his labors,

and that he may long enjoy them, is certainly the wish of all who

know him.

Great Military Parade February 22, in Market Square.

There was a large turn-out by the military and fire department.

The Washington Guards, Capt. George, the German Rifles, yclept

the "bob tails," Capt. Miller, Lieut. Wright's recruits, (regular army,)

the Horse Marines, Capt. Ed. Wiesner, comprised the niihtary, while

*Oscar F Nowlan of Janesville, who is interested in the outside contracts, Mr.
B. furnishing the capital.
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Nos. one, two and three, of the fire department brought up the rear.

Lots of fun these old vohmteer miUtary and fire department used to

have in the olden time.

The ladies also had a leap year ball at the ^^'ashington House,

(now the Repubhcan,) this year on the 28th, and in\ited all the

old bachelors, and as far as I know, this was the last one held

in the city. The old bachelors were too wary to be caught that

way.

Theater.

The contract for the erection of Rice's new theater, on Main

street, (Broadway), at about number 389, was let February 2 2d to

Wm. Sivyer. It was of brick, 40 x 95, and 31 feet high. It was

burned January 23, 1853.

This theater was for that early day what the Opera House is to the

present day, and was a very popular place of amusement for the

theater going part of our population, but was, as can be seen, short

lived. Mr. Rice was a very smart man, (and unless running a the-

ater makes a man immoral), a very moral man, and uni\ersally re-

spected. He was very fine looking; very quiet and gentlemanly.

The burning of his theater, however, broke him up, and as there was

no encouragement to rebuild, he returned to Chicago. I remember

him well.

Steamboats.

Among the side-wheelers to run between Buffalo and Chicago, in

1848, were the A. D. Patchin, Capt. H. Whittaker ;
Sultana, C.

Appelby; Baltic, L. H. Cotton; St. Louis, F. Wheeler; Fmpire,

Capt. Randall; Oregon, Geo. Chapman; Hendrick Hudson, J.

Innes; Globe, James Sanderson.

Propellers.

Delaware, J. W. Tuttle ; Boston, James Monroe.

Fire.

A fire broke out about half-past 10 o'clock Monday night, in tlie cabinet

shop of Messrs. Newhall & Blanchard, on West Water street, a few doors above

Spring street. The flames spread with great rapidity and in a short time had

complete possession of the building in which the fire originated, as well as the ad_

joining one, occupied by S. Skinner as a grocery store. The depth of the mud in
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our streets i-etarded the engine somewhat, but all three companies, Nos. i, 2 and 3,

were speedily on hand and by their joint efforts soon subdued the flames. Lieut.

Wright with his company of United States recruits, was early on the ground and

rendered efficient service. Messrs. Newhall & Blanchard lost some $1000 worth

of tools and stock, on which there was no insurance. The building was owned

by Mr. Bosworth and fully insured. The adjoining building, owned by Mr.

Bryant, was also insured, as likewise Mr. Skinner's stock in trade. It is worthy

of remark that our firemen, in anticipation of Tuesday's parade, had just put their

engines in complete order, and brushed up their caps and shirts, to show off to

the best advantage. The alarm of fire called them out, in this holiday trim,

through streets a foot deep in mud. And after working till midnight at the fire,

they returned to their engine houses, and again put everything in order for the

celebration. Milwaukee has good reason to be proud of the fire department.

—

Milioaiikee Sentinel.

The following discussion was had in the papers, growing out of

Mr. Rice's offer to give Mr. Newhall the avails of one evening's en-

tertainment at his theater, this being the fourth time that he had thus

suffered. The following is the communication of Mr. Newhall,

published in the Sentinel and Gazette of the 25th :

Messrs Editors :— Will you permit me, through the columns of your paper,

to communicate with the public upon the subject which to me is one of much

delicacy, and in which they are much interested. It has already been announced

through your paper that a benefit would be taken, at the theater, on Monday

next (28th), in my behalf, to aid in restoring partially the loss by fire I have so

recently sustained. It is proper for me to say that I was waited upon by a per-

sonal friend who tendered to me Mr. Rice's generous offer, and who urged its

acceptance. Without reflection I concluded to receive the fund. It is painful for

two reasons to decline to receive the proposed benefit as I feel called upon to do

after mature reflection.

First, to reject a token apparently tendered from motives of generous philan-

thropy. Second, the pleadings of my own necessitous circumstances. The public

will expect of me a reason for this course. It arises from conscientious scru-

ples. For a long time I have discountenanced the theater as immoral and per-

nicious in its tendencies upon the public mind. I cannot, therefore, seem by any

possible construction to give it countenance. Will Mr. Rice, who is a perfect

stranger to me, accept my thanks for his generous offer and my best wishes for

his temporal and spiritual welfare.

S. C. Newhall.

P. S.— I feel sorry that I have been the means of offending any by consenting

to receive the proposed benefit. There are but few who know the keen feelings

of adversity.

S. C. Newhall.
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Mr. Newhall's loss had caused the pubhc to subscribe quite a sum

of money to enable him to start again, among whom was our then

fellow-citizen, the late John T. Perkins, who, upon reading the above

letter, sent the following to the Sentinel :

Messrs. Wilson & KnNC :— I perceive by an article in your paper of tiiis morn-

ing (28th) that Mr. S. C. Newhall, thou^h suffering from the keen pangs of ad-

versity, concientiously declines the hberal offer of Mr. Rice on account of his (Rice)

moral character. Now, lest my moral character may not stand the test of his

fastidious scruples, I beg leave to withdraw my subscription. Besides, I have

heard that our Heavenly Father frequently inflicts such calamities upon his

dear children for their benefit, and if this is one of the cases, I think it very im-

proper for us to interfere and thwart llis designs by assisting to restore the loss.

February 28, 1848

John T. Perkins.

I think Mr. Perkins was in the right. 1 remember this case, and

the feeUng that Mr. Newhall's letter created among the thinking

portion of the community. There would have b<?en just as much

propriety or common sense, in Mr. Newhall's refusing to be pulled

out of a well, (had he fallen into one), by Mr. Rice, as to refuse to

receive the aid proffered him upon this occasion. Suppose, for in-

stance, that Mr. Rice had wished to purchase a bill of furniture of

Mr. Newhall, for his theater, would he have refused to sell it to him,

although he well knew that the money to pay for it was earned in a

theater ? Certainly not, and the most that can be said in extenua-

tion of his conduct would be, that he was more' nice than wise. But

then, the world is full of just such men, to-day; men who ''strain at

a gnat and swallow a camel," or even a railroad. 1kit so it was.

The Weather.

The spring of 1848 opened quite early. The ice left the river

proper, February 16, but lingered along the shores and in the Kin-

nikinick until the twenty-eighth, when it all went. The first boat

from below was the propeller Manhattan, April 15th.

Schools.

The dilatory manner in which the Common Council acted in loan-

ing the $15,000 voted to build school-houses, brought out the fol-

lowing in the Wisconsin o{ April 7, 1848:

14
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The School Houses.—Where are the school houses for the people of this city ?

I^ist year the people voted to loan the money, and there has been a gentleman here

from Boston for several days ready to take it at eight per cent., but, but, but, we

have no school houses, as yet, worthy of the name. If we cannot have a harbor

and school houses too. let us have the school house.

Prof. Amasa Buck.

Among the names of the pioneers of Wisconsin who are worthy

to be handed down to posterity, is that of Prof. Amasa Buck, the

founder of the first Academical School in the city of Milwaukee.

He was born in Woodstock, Connecticut, December 26, 1784, and

moved with his parents to Bath, New Hampshire, in 1786. Here he

grew to manhood, and obtained as thorough an education as could

be had in the schools of that day. From his earliest life. Prof. Buck

selected and entirely devoted himself to the profession of an educa-

tor. The writer of this sketch having been one of his students,

knew him well. He possessed an ample mind, and a profound love

of learning ; and but few men surpassed him in the rare ability to

impart ktiowledge to others. It was his mission to found institutions

of learning, and cultivate a taste for the higher branches of educa-

tion. With this single purpose, he immediately followed the march

of the world westward, building up schools and scattering the seeds

of knowledge. Learning in several states is indebted to his intellec-

tual labors. He arrived in Milwaukee in 1848. Here he immedi-

ately established the Milwaukee Collegiate Institute, which was first

opened at what is now 453 Broadway. It was afterwards moved to

the old Free Church upon the same street, at the place now occu-

pied as the Central Fire Station. It remained here until 1850, when

it was transferred to a new building erected by the Professor express-

ly for the Institute. This was situated at what is now 536 and 538

Broadway. The institution attracted much attention at that time,

and continued to prosper until the death of Prof. Buck, which oc-

curred on the 20th of September, 1852.

This was the first Collegiate School located in Milwaukee, and one

of the first established in Wisconsin. From the columns of the Mil-

waukee Sentinel of that day, we select the following interesting ac-

count of this pioneer institution of learning, and also of its distin-

guished founder

:
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Milwaukee Collegiate Institute.—By reference to our advertising

columns, it will be seen that another term of this excellent school is to commence

on Monday next. The institute is under the charge of Professor Amasa Buck, a

veteran instructor, whose forty years experience, combined with a natural aptitude

for this pursuit, and an excellent education, eminently qualify him for the respon-

sible trust. The school room is large, well ventilated, and provided with a valua-

ble apparatus and a well selected cabinet, the property of Professor Buck, alto-

gether the choicest and most extensive in our state. The desks, benches, black-

boards, indeed all the furniture of the school room, is of the best description, and

nothing is wanting to make the institute complete of its kind.

This institute, established scarce a year since, has made the most rapid progress

in point of numbers and excellence, of anything of the kind we have witnessed. It

was thought by some, that the attempt to establish in the young city of Milwau-

kee, an institution of this character, would prove a failure—that real merit and talent

were not appreciated here as elsewhere, but time has shown to the contrary—so

much, indeed, that the most sanguine anticipations of the principals have been

realized. It is now conceded that Milwaukee can and will support, and that, loo,

most liberally, an Academy of Science, when properly conducted, and in the pro-

per hands. This institution now numbers upward of 150 students.

Prof. Buck was a man of fine presence and scholarly appearance

;

and after a long life of exceptional devotion to his profession he

entered upon his rest. An excellent portrait of the Professor has

been placed in the rooms of the City Library by the request of the

Trustees, one of whom, Gen. Harrison C. Hobart, was a student

under his instruction at the well-known New Hampton Academy, in

New Hampshire. He was buried at Forest Home Cemetery.

Dr. Hubbell Loomis.

This gentleman, mention of whom was made in Vol. I, page 55,

as having lived upon the block bounded by Reed, Hanover, Florida,

and Oregon streets, and who came from Michigan to Milwaukee in

1836, was a man of very marked peculiarities of character, and

much better fitted for a gentleman at large, than for a pioneer. One

of the Doctor's pecuHarities was to always wear a ruffle shirt, a suit

of black and a stove-pipe hat ; and to see him chopping wood (as

the writer often has) sans coat and vest, with the ruffle to his shirt

some six inches in width, flaunting in the breeze, was a sight not

easily forgotten. He was, however, a good physician of the old

school, and had for a while a good practice. He was also a man
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whose morals were irreproachable. He was not much of a talker,

but was tiuite active in politics
;
(he was a Democrat), although he

never attained much influence, politically, on account of his oppo-

sition to Col. (i. H. Walker, a feud always existing between them,

growing out of the settlement of the land titles, upon the south side.

He could, however, wield a sarcastic pen, as the controversy in the

papers of that day between him and the Colonel, fully proves. He

used the Colonel up badly.

Dr. Loomis was a fine looking man. He had a very nervous

temperament. He walked quick, had a large head, a clear blue eye

and dark brown hair. He came from the old Puritan stock of New

England, and, like them, was extremely radical in his views. He

was always gendemanly, even when excited, and I very much doubt

if any one living, ever heard him use a profane or vulgar word. He

was always cautious in his speech. He had a habit, when walking,

of thrusting his left hand in his pocket, and always wore his hat (a

glossy black one), tipped slightly back. Such are some of the per-

sonal characteristics of Dr. Hubbell Loomis. His death occurred

from gastric fever, November ii, 1849.

Dr. Loomis left one son and two daughters. The son died sev-

eral years ago, unmarried ; one of the daughters is now the wife of

H. K. Edgerton, of Oconomowoc. The second was the wife of the

late Geo. G. Dousman. She has also joined her family upon the

other side. One of her daughters. Rose Dousman, is the wife of

William T. Hooker, of Duluth, Minnesota.

Fire.

March tliird, great fire on Walker's Point. David Merrill's store

burned, including all the rigging for two new vessels. Loss about

$10,000. Lieut. Wright's recruits for the Mexican War, fifty in

number, helped at this fire, by hauling the engines through the snow.

Council.

Among the proceedings of the Common Council at their meeting

March 23d, we find the following :

Present, Aldermen Ludington, Martin, Schulte, Van Dyke, (not John H.)

Walters, Edgerton, Furlong, Goodall, Rogers, Sayers and Weeks.
Absent, Owens, Hawkins and Waite.
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The accounts of William White and L. P. Rice for boarding prisoners in the

jail, Shuny for services as harbor master, $40 per month, Pat Guerin $580,

grading, J. B. Vliet, for services as surveyor at the poor farm, were allowed.

But D. Perry for refreshments, furnished firemen at the recent fire, $18, not

allowed.

The Sejitinel made some pretty severe comments upon this, as

the refreshments were furnished upon an order issued by one of

their own members. But that was about the way they acted with

every Httle bill that came up relating to the department until they

finally struck, which brought the city dads to time.*

Edmund Sanderson.

This well remembered young merchant, was the youngest son of

the late Capt. James Sanderson,! (a sketch of whom appeared in

Vol. II, page 62), and had a store in Walker's block, in 1848, which

continued until 1854.

Mr. Sanderson was the second city treasurer. He was a very

quiet and dignified gentleman ; very easy in all his movements —
never was known to be in a hurry— very reticent; in fact, he talked

less than any one I ever knew, who did as much business as he did,

for he carried a very large stock for those times, of general mer-

chandise. He had dark hair and eyes, dark complexion, weighed

about 140 pounds, walked with his head a Httle bowed, as if in a

study, and kept his lips so nearly closed when talking, as to cause

any one who might be listening, to think that he had a pebble in his

mouth. Nothing ever escaped his observation. He was also a good

accountant, and in every way an honest, trustworthy and first-class

citizen. He was, Hke Dr. L. W. Weeks, a true friend (if a friend),

but if he disliked you, he would ignore you entirely. The writer

*This action of the council was taken in high dudgeon by the citizens of the

fifth ward, and of course they aired their grievances in the papers, which were

replied to by some one who, in order to cover his track, signed himself "Fifth

Ward," giving them (the fifth warders,) some fatherly advice, to which they replied

by advising him (Third Ward) to attend to his own business, if he had any, and

that when they of the fifth ward wanted any advice from the gentleman from the

third, for there was where it come from, they would give him a call. It was a spicy

article.

fCaptain Sanderson returned to Milwaukee from Portland, Oregon, January 12,

1882, a mere wreck of his former self, and was placed in the home of the "Little

Sisters of the Poor," on Wells street, by the Old Settler's club, and kindly cared

for until his death, May 28, 1883. He united with the Catholic church four days

previous to his death, and was buried in Calvery cemetery. He was eighty-nine

years old. Such was the end of James Sanderson.
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first met Edmund Sanderson in Buffalo, in November, 1836, where

an aciuaintance was formed which continued without interruption

until his death, November 11, 1854. Peace to his memory.

.Among the acts passed by the Council this year, was one for grad-

ing West Water street from the Menomonee Bridge to the fourth

ward line, (Reed street.) Also one for paying 7 per cent, interest on

all orders drawn on the general fund of the first and third wards,

after .\pril ist, if not paid on presentation.

The Fur Flies.

As the time for the spring election drew near in 1848, the poli-

ticians put on their war paint, and went forth after scalps
!

The

" loco focos " held meetings in the several wards, which the reader

will perceive, as he progresses, were not love-feasts, and made the

following nominations

:

In the first ward two meetings were held, and two tickets were

nominated. At the one held at the Rheinish House, Geo. E. H.

Day, of blessed memory, " Holy George," as the unregenerate were

wont to call him, because he was so slippery, Frederick Arnold and

Henry Heidie were nominated for Aldermen, Clinton Walworth for

Justice, and Wm. Arnold for Street Inspector. At the one held at the

Court House, Lindsey Ward, Alanson Sweet and James Johnson were

nominated for iVldermen
; James B. Cross for Justice, and Thomas

Toohey for Inspector. A good ticket, (so said the Sentinel), for

" Gorillas " to get up. The second ward nominated .\ugust Greu-

lich, Egbert Moseley and A. Higley, for Aldermen ; and Riley N.

Messenger, for Justice.

The third ward had the usual " circus, " all hands 'round and

" chassee " over characteristic of that ward, in these early times,

over the nomination of Alex Matheson for Justice; but J. L. Doran

beat " Alex " out of sight, although, in rascality, they were about on

a par, the difference being in brains. Doran could discount Alex

fifty per cent, in that article, and then have enough left to start a

" concert saloon. " The usual newspaper bombast followed these

nominations, and some of the candidates, Chas. E. Tuttle, for in-

stance, and one or two others were furnished with a " Family Tree "

which astonished them, as weU as some of their constituents. Charles
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E. Tuttle was a bad egg.—smart as a whip—cunning as a serpent,

but not as " harmless as a dove " ; not if my memory is correct, and

1 thuik It is. Chas. E. Tuttle, Dr. Whitney, Geo. G. Blodgett, Wal-

ter W. Kellogg, Alex. Matheson, John L. Doran, and Holy Geo.

E. H. Day, were a bad crowd—not an honest hair in the head of

one of them.

A Divided House.

A resolution was also offered at this meeting, (by some one who

has more zeal than sense,) that Mr. Matheson be declared the nom-

inee for delegate to the congressional convention, at East Troy on

the i8th, which, on being put to vote, was declared lost by

the chairman, whereupon Aleck's friends called for a division of the

house. At this some zealous democrat exclaimed : "Is it a division

of the house yees want !—will divide it and give yees the out side,

be-gob," and they did vi et arinis, after which they finished their

business and adjourned. There was a large amount of windy news-

paper discussions about the way Alex was treated, but no harm came

of it. It was the way they did things in that ward, in those days,

if they did not Hke a man they "scooted" him.

The following squib, taken from the Courier, in relation to the

first charter election in 1846, is inserted here simply to give the

reader an idea of the strong partisan feeling existing in these days,

as well as the way the editors were wont to abuse each other, same

as they do to-day, and afterwards go and take a smile together :

The Fourth the Banner Ward.

It is conceded that the fourth ward is entitled to the banner, having polled

the largest straight democratic vote, according to the whole number polled.

The "liLooDY Third" and the "Saucy Fourth !"

When all have done well we are loth to particularize, but we cannot refrain

from especially complimenting our friends in the "bloody third" and the "saucy

fourth," as the whigs dubbed those wards yesterday morning. At the third a

dead set was made to create disaffection and heart-burnings in the democrat ic

ranks, and the fourth the whigs were cock-sure of carrying up to two o'clock yes-

terday afternoon. A prominent whig, soon after the passage of the city charter,

stigmatized the third ward as "Sodom and Gomorrah." It is to be hoped that

the shower of fire and brimstone that whiggery received in that ward will not cause

any of its candidates to turn into a pillar of salt.
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The election held April 5th, resulted as follows : For Mayor,

Byron Kilbourn ; Treasurer, Chas. Geisberg; Attorney, Chas. E.

Tuttle; Police Justice, C. Walworth; Marshal, Timothy O'Brien.

WARD OFFICERS.

First Ward.

Aldermen, Nelson Ludington, Alanson Sweet* and F.Arnold;

Assessors, James Nugent, Matthias Stein and Hiram A. Smith; Jus-

tice, Clinton Walworth; Street Inspector, Wm. Arnold; Constable,

Andrew Lienhart.

Second Ward.

Aldermen, Egbert Moseley, August Greulich and I. A. Lapham;

Assessors, M. Murphy, David Knab and Chas. Best; Justice, Ter-

tellius D. Butier; Constable, Richard Short; Street Inspector, J. F.

Luerk.

Third Ward.

Aldermen, B. H. Edgerton, Richard Murphy and James B. Bray

;

Justice, John L. Doran ; Assessors, J. H. Cordes, A. McCormick

and Henry Gallaghan; Street Inspector, John Ryan; Constable,

Pat. (kierin.

Fourth Ward.

Aldermen, A. W. Stark, J. S. Pardee and I. E. Goodall; Asses-

sors, J. Sherman, John Fishbeck and Benj. Bagnall
;

Justice, Haven

Powers; Street Inspector, Lewis Grant; Constable, John Mitchell.

Fifth Ward.

Aldermen, Richard M. Sweet, Edwin De Wolf and Chapman

Yates ; Assessors, Francis Neikerk, Amos Loomis and Henry Shew

;

Justice, John McCollum. (This was a bad appointment, as Mr.

McCollum had no education.) Constable, Warren Perrego ; Street

Commissioner, F. Harmeyer.

There was a vote taken upon the license question, with the fol-

lowing result:

* Alanson Sweet's election was contested by George E. H. Day, and a new
election was ordered April II, resulting as follows : bweet, 262; Uay, 80, and
Clarence Shepard (who also was a candidate at this special) 140. Sweet's major-
ity 42, over both.
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First ward, tor, 220 ; second, 90 ; third, 36 ; fourth, ^3 ', fifth, 79;

total, 458. Against, first ward, 145; second, 58 ; third, 136; fourth,

68; fifth, 34 ; total, 441. Majority for Hcense, 17. Last year all

the wards except the fifth, voted for license. But this year the

" bloody third " has gone ahead of them all in voting against it.

The annexed are the official returns for mayor, with Gen. King's

comments thereon :

City Ei,ection.

The charter election yesterday was warmly, but peaceably contested, and called

out a full vote. The regularly nominated candidates of the democratic party were

elected for the charter officers, and the democrats have aho carried their ward

officers, with few exceptions. The majorities for mayor are nearly as follows :

King, first ward, 104 majority. Kilbourn, second ward, 130 majority ; third

ward, 96 ; fourth ward, 45 ; fifth ward, 55. Majority for Kilbourn, 222.

While grateful to our friends for the flattering vote they gave us yesterday, we

cannot but congratulate our fellow-citizens that their choice for mayor has fallen

upon a gentleman every way qualified for the station, and who will discharge its

duties with credit to himself and honor to the city.

School Commissioners.

The first Commissioners appointed under the charter were as fol-

lows : First ward, John H. Tweedy, Dr. Jas. Johnson and Moritz

Schoeffler ; second ward. D. Van Deeren, J. B. Selby and J. A. Mes-

senger; third ward, Levi Hubbell, Rufus King and Ldward Hussey;

fourth ward, Sidney L. Rood, A. W. Stowe and Henry G. Abbey

;

fittli ward, Jas. Magone, W. W. Yale and Aaron Herriman. Rufus

King, President; H. G. Abbey, Secretary. (See Vol. II, page 254.)

1847.

The new appointees in 1847 were: For the First ward, Jas. John-

son, (re-elected) ; Second, August Greulich, (new member) ; Third,

Parcellet Potter, (new member*) ; Fourth, S. L. Rood, (re-elected)

;

Fifth, C. M. Shumway, (new member)
; J. S. Buck having succeeded

A. Harriman, as previously stated, January 7, 1S47, ^'""^^ Osgood

S. Putnam succeeded W. W. Yale. There must have been other

changes during the year, as the roll call at the session held by the

*The council proceedings as published in the Courier of April, 1847, gave Ed.
McGarry from this ward. Mr. McGarry did not come to Milwaukee until Sep-
tember, 1847.
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board November 18, 1847, (see page 69), shows Schoeffler, Frank

Randall and Johnson from the First ward; Greulich, Selby and

Lapham from the Second ; King, Potter and Hussey from the Third.

Rood, Stowe, and Abbey from the Fourth, and Shumway, Putnam

and Buck from the Fifth.

The new members in 1848 were Chas. Winkler from the First

ward, David Van Deerin from the Second ; Third, Parcellet Pot-

ter ; Fourth, H. G. Abbey* ; Fifth, J. S. Buck. So that if no other

changes occurred during the year, the board for 1848 would stand as

follows: Winkler, Randall, and Schoeffler, from the First; Greulich,

Lapham and Van Deeren from the Second; King, Potter and

Hussey from the Third ; Rood, Holton and Abbey from the Fourth,

and Shumway, Putnam and Buck from the Fifth. Rufus King,

President. Henry G. Abbey, Secretary.

Of these, Schcefifler, Lapham, King, Potter, Hussey, Rood, John-

son, Harriman, Messenger, Hubbell, Magone and Putnam have

passed from earth away.

Supervisors.

The following were appointed to act as supervisors, the duties

of this office being at that time performed by a member of the com-

mon council (viz:) First ward, A. Sweet; Second, Egbert Moseley

;

Third, Richard Murphy ; Fourth, A. W. Stark ; Fifth, Chapman

Yates.

Alanson Sweet was also elected president of the board.

Of these officials, Kilburn, Giesberg, Walworth, N. Ludington,

Smith, Lienhart, Moseley, Knab, Best, Murphy, McCormick, Gal-

laghan, Fishbeck, Stark, Pardee, R. M. Sweet, Neukirk, Loomis, Mc-

Collum and Perrigo, have likewise crossed the dark river.

BIOGRAPHICAL.

Geo. E. H. Day.

I do not suppose that the city of Milwaukee ever held within her

*Edward D. Holton was also appointed to succeed Alex. W. Stowe, who had
removed to Madison.
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borders another man of equal ability, who was more universally de-

tested than Geo. E. H. Day.

He Was smart enough, in fact too smart, as any one who was ever

unfortunate enough to get into his clutches was pretty sure to find

out. He was a prominent Methodist and could make as long and

as loud a prayer, as the best of them. But its effect was to cast a

chill over all who heard it. No rubber ever invented was as elastic

as was his conscience, and the only chance the boys ever had to get

even with him was when he joined the looi, and you can safely

bet sixty-two and a half cents that he got all the degrees. They not

only filled his head with wisdom (such as it was), but they also put

a plaster of shoemaker's wax in his stockings (in order to see if it

was possible to make him stick to anything) which, besides causing

him to blaspheme fearfully, nearly pulled the soles oft" his feet when

attempting their removal. He left for Minneapolis shortly after that

where he died a few years ago. He was a gem.

Andrew Lienhart was another singular character. He was a

blatant politician and like the late Dr. Hundhausen, was always in

trouble. The writer will never forget seeing Andrew attempt to put

his finger in the holy water vase at St. Gall's church on St. Patrick's

day, 1852. He was full of benzine and in his awkwardness pulled

the vase from the wall, spilling its contents upon the floor.

At which mishap, regardless of the sanctity of the place, he gave

utterance to an adjective that nearly lifted the roof, after which he

went on with his devotions as though nothing unusual had occurred.

Poor Andrew, whisky was too much for him, and he filled a drunk-

ard's grave long ago, but in memory's eye I often see him as he ap-

peared on that 17th of March, 1852.

The hotel project mentioned in Vol. 11, page 220, was revived

again this year, but nothing came of it but wind.

Mr. Rogers' New Hotei,.

Our fellow citizen, Mr. James H. Rogers, has purchased the lots running 120

feet each way, from the corner of Water and Wisconsin streets, with the intention

of erecting a first class hotel. The proposed edifice will cover the entire lot and

be five or six stories in height. It is to be built of brick, upon a stone basement.

Mr. Rogers intends visiting New York and Boston in a few \veeks, with the view

of getting the best possible plan for the hotel, combining all the modern improve-
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menls and conveniences. The work will be commenced the present season, and

will be pressed forward with all diligence. The new hotel will not only be an

ornament to our city, but will add largely to the accommodations for travellers as

well as residents.

High School.

There was aii examination at the high school (John A. Brown

principal), held this year, at which some of the present business

men of Milwaukee won the belt, among whom were Geo. G. Hough-

and A. Warren Phelps.

This school was kept in the old building in the Sixth ward ki:'own

for so many years as the haunted house, the old Devlin place,

pulled down in iS8i.

The Cherubusco.

There was a scow built this year called by this name by John T. Per-

kins and Capt. Hubbell*, for the lumber trade. She was a monster and

came into Milwaukee May 21, on her first trip from Green Bay with

230 M. feet of lumber, She was built where near Trostel & Gallun's

tannery now stands, in the First ward, North Water street between

Milwaukee and Jefferson streets.

The Bluff.

There was quite a newspaper warfare in 1848, concerning the

advisability of constructing a public promenade (or park) along the

bluff' in the present Seventh ward. Several spicy articles were written

by two individuals, signing themselves "Tother side" and "Public Im-

provement," in which as usual both went for each other with a

"sharp stick," as the saying is. And judging from the style of the

articles "Tother side" must have been a mechanic, as among other

items of the advice given to Mr. "Pubhc Improvement," (who from

his style was evidently a lawyer,) was that if he, "Public Improvement,"

wanted a i)ark, to chip in and help pay for the lots that were to be

taken and not try to force the laboring men to make the improve-

ments for the benefit of a few wealthy residents, meaning J. H. Tweedy,

Jas. S. Brown and the Ogdens,who resided in that locality. I remember

the discussion about the proposed Lake Bluft'Park in 1848; it made
——— *

*Capt. Hubbell was the same person who run the Badger in 1837, mentioned
in Vol. I, page 116. He died many years ago.
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quite a stir at the time, but like many other public improvements

that were proposed by some of our pubHc spirited citizens, it was not

carried out until 1868, when the matter again came up, Messrs. T.

L. Ogden Jas. S. Brown, Chester Steele, F. B. Van Valkenburg

and others, prepared a bill which passed the legislature, after which a

resolution was offered in the common council for the appointment

of a committee to construct such park, (of which committee the

author was chairman) and the park completed from Division to Biddle

streets. The remaining portion however, from Biddle to Wisconsin

streets, (which could at that time have been obtained for $20,000,)

was not secured until 1883, and then at a cost of $100,000. Such

was the political economy of our city ''Dads" ''who wanted no park"

unless it contained a reservoir of the frisky lager and a statue of

Gambrinus.

Few if any cities can boast of a finer lake view than can be ob-

tained from the bluff in the First and Seventh wards. And had the

same public spirit prevailed here as has been witnessed in many

other places, in regard to parks, our bluff, in place of being dis-

figured and its beauty ruined forever by the construction of a railroad

track along the beach, would have been to-day, from the foot of

Huron street to the North Point, the most beautiful place to be found

in America. What a pity that the plan was not carried out. Some

of our citizens, however, and among whom are two of those who

when the writer proposed in 1868 the driving of a line of piles on the

outer bar,* (as an initiatory step to the proposed work,) were the most

active in defeating it, have since acknowledged their shortsighted-

ness, but unfortunately for the city, not until it was everlastingly too

late to correct the mistake. But such is too often the result of po-

Htical strife and stupidity.

*The proposition of the author at that time was to go out upon the bar which

then, as now, extended from the foot of Huron Street in a direct line to the

North Point, some 300 feet out from and running parallel with the present shore

line, and there construct a breakwater. The intervening space to be subsequently

filled in, whereby some 60 acres, more or less, of level ground, upon which to

plant trees and construct carriage ways, would have been added to the present

park, after which the bluff itself to be made more sloping, thereby rendering it less

liable to wash away during the heavy autumnal rains, as it often does now owing
to its steepness. Had this plan been carried out what a beautiful park, as well

as a place to promenade, Milwaukee would have had, and its cost would not have

exceeded $200,000. About $2 per capita for our present population. Was there

ever municipal folly like it ?
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Improvements.

There were two brick stores erected this summer adjoining the

old American House 23 and 25 old number, now 123 and 125

(Irand .Vvenue, (where the Plankinton House now stands,) burnt

julv 4, 1861, by Macijah T. Williams. Also a brick block by Mr.

Chas. Whitnall now Nos. 295-7 and 299 Third Street, yet standing.

Also one by Chas. Heppe yet standing and known as Nos. 315 and

317 Third Street. Cicero Comstock also commenced the erection

of a brick flour mill (the nucleus of the present Phcenix Mill of Ed-

ward Sanderson & Co.) on the canal. This mill will be more fully

sketched in volume IV.

A scale manufactory was also started, the first in the place, and as

far as I know the last, by Henry A. Burt.

Laroch & Dibble, Wm. F. Laroch and Andrew E. Dibble (after-

wards Candee ev: Dibble, Wm. S. Candee the banker) dry goods,

were at 373 East Water. They finally sold out to Orlando Alexan-

der, who came that year in June.

Andrew E. Dibble was for many years a merchant in this city in

company with W^m. S. Candee. He was a wide awake fellow, full

of life, but not very energetic. He could do better for some one

else always, than for himself. He was very kind-hearted and social,

fond of company, of good habits, and in every respect a good citizen.

He was an active member of the old volunteer fire department and

a prominent Odd Fellow. He was the eldest son of Elah Dibble,

who came in 1836. He died at 417 Jackson Street, May 16, 1862.

Mr. Alexander ran quite a career in Milwaukee as a merchant, real

estate speculator and banker (or broker) and finally left between two

days for California, under a cloud. He was a man that it would not

do to take much stock in, for whoever did would surely be beat in

the end. He was a bad one.

Atkins, Ogden & Atkins.

This well known boot and shoe house was founded in the spring

of 1848 by Albert H. Atkins, from Hartford, Connecticut. His first

place of business was at what is now No. 380 East Water Street,

where he was joined in 1849 by Mr. Chester Steele, from the same
place, and the firm became Atkins & Steele. They remained here
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until 185 1, when they removed to Jas. B. Martin's new arcade

block, 369 and 371 East Water Street, being, I think, its first occu-

pants, and fi-om there in 1855, to No. 345 East Water, where they

remained until 1863, when they purchased the present Roundy (S:

Peckham store, Nos. 334 and 336 East Water, fitted it up as a

manufactory and sale room,* (having been joined the year previous

by Geo. White, fi-om Boston), into which they removed and where

they remained until 1877, when the firm was dissolved and a new
one organized consisting of A. H. Atkins, Geo. G. Ogden and

Henry L. Atkins, under the firm name of Atkins, Ogden &. Atkins,

which is its present title. The firm of Atkins &: Steele was for many
years one of the leading firms in the northwest m the manufacture

and sale of boots and shoes. And from 1863 to 1877, they were the

second in rank as to the amount of business done in the city. Their

sales aggregating $500,000. The sales of the present firm aggregate

$450,000. They also manufacture $100,000, which business they

expect to increase until their sales reach a million. The senior

partner, Albert H. Atkins, has made a splendid record. He is a

very quiet and undemonstrative man, is not a talker, attends strictly

to business and can always be founci at his store when in the city,

and is the same courteous and pleasant gentleman to day that he

was when the writer first knew hmi in 1848. The junior members

are also good business men and are on the road to wealth. They

have a good business, the details of which they thoroughly under-

stand. That success may be theirs, in all they undertake, in help-

ing develope the resources of the great northwest, is certainly the

wish of all who know them. Mr. Steele has not been in business

since the dissolution of the old firm. He can be seen almost daily

upon our streets taking it easy. That his last years may pass as

pleasantly as his early ones were prosperous, is certainly the writer's

wish. He is now well down the western slope of life's fitful jour-

ney, and must, in common with us all, soon cross the dark river.

Prospects.

In speaking of the growth and prosperity of the city, the IVcek/y

IViscoiisin of August second has the following article :

During a ramble the other day along the hill, on the west side, we were for-
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cib'y impressed with the beauty of the prospect presented by the bay and river.

The one stretching away in the distance, on the one hand, like a crescent, its quiet

surface dotted with the sails of our merchant marine. The other winding its sin-

uous way through elegant blocks * of stores and warehouses unt;l lost in the blue

waters of the lake, presenting a panorama hardly equaled in beauty by any of the

far-famed scenery of the Hudson. It is no wonder that the bluff (meaning Spring

street hill, above Eighth street) should be regarded as an enviable spot for resi-

dences, and many tasteful ones are being erected there, that when the widening

of Spring street shall have been completed, will render that part of the city the

most beautiful of any.

The same paper also speaks of the proposed widening of Spring

street as follows

:

Wii)ENiN(; Spring Street.

There is also a plan on foot to widen Spring street to 150 feet, with a walk on

both sides and one in the center, (for footmen) with a carriage way on each side

of the center, from Eighth street to Thirty-fourth street. It is also proposed to

plant trees on both sides and in the center, thus assimilating it to the famous

Paris Boulevard. As yet the proprietors of the land along the street have not

determined what name this magnificent avenue shall receive, but we trust it will

be after some of the states of the Union. We understand that some of our re-

spectable citizens, among whom we are happy to find the Messrs. Ludingtons,f

are erecting residences along the line of the proposed avenue.

What a pity that this grand project should have been abandoned

at Eleventh street through the apathy, or, more properly speaking,

the stui)idity of our citizens. They saw their mistake in this case

the same as with the bluff, only when the chance to obtain the prize

was lost. Had the plan been carried out no city in the Union

would be able to show as grand an avenue as Milwaukee. What

makes the recollection of it the more aggravating, is the fact that the

land to be taken could have been secured, at that time, for less than

$20 per acre.—Was there ever folly like it? But so it was.|

* Mr. Sullivan must have stretched his imagination a little in order to see many
elegant blocks in 1848. But that is the way with editors, they often see double.

f This was the present homestead of D. Wells, Jr.

J The act, or ordinance, to legalize the widening of Sprinfj street from Eighth
to Eleventh street, was passed May 5, 1850, although it had been used as such
in part, prior to that, 'i'here was one narrow strip of land, however, 20 by 100
feet on the east side of Eleventh street which came out flush with the present
sidewalk, on the north side of Spring street, (west of Eleventh) upon which a
house was standing up to 1867 or 1868, I am not quite certain which, when it was
condemned and brought into the street. An Englishman, whose name I have for-
gotten, claimed it as a homestead. This wide part is now (1883) about to be
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Samuel C. West.

This gentleman whose well known face and form has been seen on

our streets for the past thirty-five years, is a native of Litchfield,

Conn., firom where he came to Chicago in 1845, and to Milwaukee

in 184.6. His first emi)loyment was with the late J. S. Pardee, as

clerk, at what is now 10 1 Grand Avenue, then 15 Spring street, which

continued until August, 1848, when a partnership was formed with

Abraham Morton of Medina, New York under the title of West &
Morton, groceries and provisions, at the same place, Mr. Pardee re-

tiring. This partnership, however, was short, as Mr. Morton soon re-

tired, and a partnership was formed with Harvey Curtis,*

which lasted also but a short tune, after which Mr. West re-

mained alone until 1856, when he sold out and went into the book

and stationery business, which he followed until appointed

P. M., in 1869. Mr. West has been one of our prominent business

men, and has made a good record ; he has also been somewhat prom-

inent as a local politician, and has filled important offices under our

city government, among which was that of alderman and city clerk,

in all of which he gave good satisfaction. He is a good accountant,

and has a fair share of executive abihty.

Since his retirement from the political arena, his whole time has

been devoted to business, and although now well advanced in life, is

as active and full of energy, apparently, as he was 30 years ago.

He is one of the few whose habits of life have been such as to en-

able him to retain his physical, as well mental faculties to old age.

Mr. West, who is from the old Puritan stock, has very strongly

marked characteristics, his physiognomy indicating great powers of

endurance, as well as of will, both of which he does possess to a re-

markable degree. In person Mr. West is short and stout, he has

converted into a park, with a a fountain in the center, which will add much to its

beauty. The avenue from Eleventh street west, is to be boulevarded, i. e. the

sidewalks are being widened, on each side, five feet, making the avenue ten feet

narrower,—it is a good move.

*The undersigned has associated with him, Mr. Harvey Curtis, to continue at

old southwest corner, west side, the wholesale and retail grocery, provision and
produce business. Also, lor the sale of leather, a general assortment of which,

of a superior quality, will be constantly kept on hand, and at the lowest possible

prices. The business will hereafter be conducted under the name of West &
Curtis.

16
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broad shoulders, a large head, a clear and expressive eye. He

walks with a quick, nervous step ; speaks quick, and at times very

emphatic. He is always dignified, courteous and pleasant. His po-

litical service, has made him a good presiding officer, which oftice he

at present holds in the Milwaukee local board of fire underwriters,

and although always social can say some very cutting things if he

chooses, and does at times. Such are some of the personal char-

acteristics ofSamuel C. West, a good citizen and good man. Mr. West

has met with some financial reverses in business, mainly through the

fault of others, which he bears without a murmur, and is to-day

working for his daily bread, as contented apparently as though

such had always been his lot, and he has the consolation of know-

ing that he has not defrauded any one, but has always paid one

hundred cents on the dollar. Can all business men say as much ?

James Magee.

This gentleman came to Milwaukee from Elizabethtown, New

Jersey, in 1848, and in 1849 opened a merchant tailormg establish-

ment, m the old frame building, then standing where the Iron Block

now does, south east corner of East Water and Wisconsin streets, from

where he removed in 1850, to Martin's new block, No. 367 East Water,

and where he was alone until 1855, when he entered into partnership

with James Swain, which continued until i860, when it was dissolved,

Mr. Swain going into the army, Mr. Magee remaining in the store

until 1870, when he removed to 117 Wisconsin street, and from there

to his present quarters, 424 Milwaukee street. Mr. M. has been a

very successful and popular merchant tailor ; he always keeps a

splendid stock, and has a class of customers who are willing to pay

high prices for a good article. He is a very pleasant man to do

business with. He is also a very quiet citizen, never taking any

active part in politics, attending stricdy to business, and is the oldest

merchant tailor in the city, having been in business continuously for

thirty five years.

Of his former partner, Mr. Swain, I have no knowledge. He was

a very singular man in many respects, and wholly unlike Mr. Magee.

He was (juite a talker, and I think at one time held a commission

in the state militia, or upon the gubernatorial staff", before going into

the army. I remember him well.
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Boom at Walker's Point.

The Wiscojisin of August 9th, has the following editorial concern-

ing the prospects of that part of the city :

Perhaps iu> part ot Milwaukee is improving more rapidly than Walker's Point,

" Nauvoo,"* and the region round about. The magnificent new warehouse being

erected by Mr. Philips, the Newhall vvarehouse (now an old dilapidated ruin)

and Sweet's mammoth elevator are well worth a walk down there to see.

And as the latter mentioned, was the first steam elevator in the

city, (and is yet in use,t) I will insert a sketch of it, as a part of this

history.

Its foundation consisted of stone resting upon piles 14 feet m
length and 1,800 in number, their points just entering the hardpan

that formed the bottom of the marsh at that locahty. These piles

were driven by Mr. Leverett Kellogg and myself, he having charge

of one driver and I the other. Both were operated by horse power.

The stone as well as the brick work, was done by Morgan E. Shinn,

of this city, then a prominent builder.

Its dirnensions are as follows: Length, no feet, width, 80 feet,

height, 40 feet, with cupola of 40 more. It was framed in two sec-

tions of 12 bents each, with 20 feet posts. The sills were double
;

after the first section was raised and floored off, the timber for the

second was hoisted up, put together and raised upon the top of that,

being equivalent, in fact, to raising two separate buildings.

This work, which was all done by some twenty men, was com-

menced in the spring of 1848, and the time occupied in raising it,

after everything was ready, was just thirty days, and was accom-

plished without accident of any kind. There was used in its con-

struction twenty thousand feet of square timber (oak). There are in

it twenty-eight hundred and fifty-six braces of three feet run, and

seven hundred and fifty of unequal run, and eight thousand one

hundred pins. These pins were made in the town of Lake, by a

*Milwaukee proper, then called in derision " Nauvoo " on account of the morals

of some of the then inhabitants; it was a hard place.

fThis warehouse was erected upon lots 5, 6, and 7, in block 54, Fifth ward, but

was removed upon the erection of the present elevator B, by Angus Smith in

1878, directly across the street and placed upon lots 5 and 6, in block 55, repaired

and used for storage. The machinery being operated by a wire belt from eleva-

tor A. Its lining of brick has been replaced by a sheathing of corrugated iron.
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Mr. Howell, and filled a large hay-rack when delivered. The work

was done under the superintendence of Mr. Luzerne Ransom, of this

city, who as a mechanic, has no superior, and few if any equals

anywhere. The frame was laid out (as it is termed) by Mr. William

C. Watrous. The beams of the first story were double with beveled

tenons upon the lower one, fitting in a beveled mortice of sufticient

depth to admit of a key being driven over the upper one, thus ren-

dering it impossible for the building to spread, and further secured

by heavy iron straps fastened with bolts upon every joint, after which

the whole was made still more secure by heavy iron rods passing en-

tirely through the building from outside to outside both ways, holes

being made through every beam for that purpose. This work, which

was all done by myself and Amos Loomis, and occupied three

months, proved one of the most laborious and perplexing jobs that

I ever undertook, and I often look at it now when passing and won-

der how we ever accomplished it.

This man Loomis, who was a ship carpenter, and a splendid

workman, was quite a character in his way. One of his peculiari-

ties, (acquired, no doubt, in a ship yard) was a dislike to work in the

rain, and notwithstanding that our work was all inside, he invariably

quit work when it rained. He died many years ago.

But to return : the joists of the first and second floors were hem-

lock, 3x12, placed eight inches apart. The roof was covered with

tin and put on (I think) by Ex-Governor L. J. Farwell. The bins

were 15 in number with a capacity of 200,000 bushels. The engine

which had formerly been used to propel a small boat upon Grand

river, Michigan, capacity 35 horse power, is yet doing its duty, ap-

parently in as good condition as when placed there thirty years ago

by Duncan C. Reed, assisted by myself and Loomis. There were

three receiving elevators (since removed to give place for larger

ones.) The carriers were 6x8 inch, which were considered a large

size for that early day. The shipping elevators are the same in use

to-day. The shipping scales had a capacity of 200 bushels. The
whole cost when ready for use was about twenty-five thousand dol-

lars. Such, in brief, are my recollections of the erection of this

pioneer elevator. Its days of usefulness, like those of its builder

have passed away. Its occupation has been as follows: first,
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Alanson Sweet, who filled it with wheat the first winter, at

an average cost of about sixty cents per bushel. Then Sweet

& Reed, (Richard Sweet and Duncan C. Reed;) then Sage

& Wheeler, (Russell Sage and Charles H. Wheeler,) who made a

large amount of money in it; then Kellogg & Strong, Levi H.

Kellogg and Robert H. Strong, (now hving at Baraboo,) who pur-

chased the property of Hon. Alex Mitchell. These gentlemen, who

did an immense business for several years in storage and commission,

also made extensive repairs, among which was the erection of an

elevator for receiving grain from cars. They also put in additional

rods to hold the frame together, it having begun to show signs of

weakness, enlarged the cupola, and put in a stationary shipping

spout. They sold to Gustaff Pfiel, who sold to L. J. Higby, and he

to its present enterprising owner. Sic transit.

Of the men who worked on this old pioneer building in ad-

dition to those already mentioned, I can recollect the following:

Giles A. Waite, Willet Sprague, Solomon Culver, Martin Delaney,

George Cowan, John Clark, John Evans, Ezra Dayton, WiUiam

Howard, Plummer, and Royal OHver. Of these, Watrous, Waite,

Culver and Delaney have passed from earth away ; of the living,

Evans and Clark are at or near Oshkosh, Dayton in Oregon,

Sprague at or near Lowell, in this state, Plummer in California, run-

ning a ranche, Howard hved on Hanover stieet, and died

February 8, 1881 ; and Ohver at Bay View; but Cowan, if living, is

in all probability in some penitentiary. This worthless scamp, who

hailed from St. Lawrence county, New York, where he claimed to

have been a class-leader in the Methodist church, was the most per-

fect illustration of the depth to which it is possible for a man to sink

in iniquity, when he sets himself about it, that ever came under my

observation. The expression that such an one has "fallen from

grace" is very indefinite, but if the daily life and conversation ot this

man furnish any criterion, he must have fallen at least three miles,

for there certainly must have been that distance between the plane

he occupied and the one that a class-leader should occupy. May

I never see his like again. Oliver, though an unbeliever of the

strictest kind, was a different man from Cowan, his besetting sins

being doubting and profanity. He doubted everything, even his own
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existence ; in feet, he once made the assertion that it could not be

])roved that he ever was born
;
(he was not disputed ;) and I cer-

tainly never have seen a man that could crowd more adjectives into

a square foot tlian he, when excited.

Oliver formed one of the party that left here for California in

1849, during which many incidents occurred to draw him out, one

of which was the following : The party had been for some days

traversing a portion of country nearly destitute of water, and were

slowly making their way up the mountain ranges, when they came

in sight of a spring gushing out from beneath a rock, whose clear

sparkling water was a welcome sight to the thirsty travellers. Never

dreaming of a thermal spring existing in this locality, Oli-

ver, who was in advance of the party, dipped up a cup

full and took a large draught, gave a yell that would have

done credit to a panther, and the next moment went tear-

ing down the mountain, swearing that hell was not a mile from

that place. And well might he have been astonished, for the water

was hot enough to have boiled an egg in three minutes. This inci-

dent was related to me by one of the party who described it as the

most laughable scene that occurred the entire journey. They were

all so amused as to for a time entirely forget their thirst. And I

have no doubt that the httle speech made by Mr. Oliver upon that

occasion was, to say the least, a spicy one.

Of those who have passed away, two, Watrous and Waite,

deserve special mention. Mr. Watrous was o£ medium size,

dark hair and eyes, slow in his movements, dignified in man-

ners, had a kindly disposition and a kind word and greeting

for every one; he came here in 1836 and settled in Wauwatosa on

a farm, where he died many years ago, beloved and respected by all

who knew him.

Waite was of medium size, light hair and blue eyes, of an exceed-

ing nervous temperament, voice loud and clear, and one of the most

muscular men that 1 ever knew ; he had a grip like a vice ; could

lift an anvil by the horn from the floor, and place it upon a bench

four feet high
; was an excellent mechanic and always busy ; he died

three years ago. Peace to their memories.

These personal sketches, although perhaps of no particular inter-
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est to the present generation, (to whom the parties are unknown,)

yet to myself they help complete the chain that connects the pres-

ent with the past,

As backward o'er the vanished years,

My thoughts will often go.

And memory brings the forms in view

Of those I used to know.

John Gale Turned Whig.

Why this must have been a mistake, as Uncle John was a cali-

thumpian, and a good one, and so were both his boys.

FIorace Chase Resigns His Seat in the Legislature.
'

To Honorable E. Whitesides, Speaker of the Assembly. Sir : As the

Assembly have this day passed a law authorizing the city of Milwaukee to raise a

tax for the construction of a harbor at Center street, (the present straight cut) and

the said law does not provide for the payment to the owners of the property south

of Center street interested in the present harbor (the old one), and knowing that

the assembly have passed an unconstitutional law, not only by the constitution of

the state, but of the United States, as well as the common law of all civilized

nations. And although my associations with the Assembly have been pleasant, I

shall forfeit all sense of honor, as well as self respect, should I longer retain a seat

in this assembly. I therefoi^e, sir, through you, tender my resignation.

Your obedient servant.

Horace Chase.
Madison, August 30, 1848.

Uncle Horace was on the war path when he wrote this. I think

he was, perhaps, a little hasty in the matter, but as he was conscien-

tious about it, we can forgive him, as legislators are not always en-

titled to the credit of being troubled with that useful article.

Samuel Slater Daggett.

This gentleman, who was for so many years one of our leading

business men and influential citizens, was born at what is now known

as Attleborough Falls, Mass., April 19, 1S12, from where he came to

Milwaukee in June, 1844, and in company with Enos Richardson,

opened what was at that time called a variety store in a small frame

building standing at what was then 149, (now 347) Fast Water

Street. The firm being known as Daggett & Richardson* where the

*Mr. Richardson was a resident of New York City and although visiting us oc-

casionally never lived here permanently.
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business was conducted until April 7, 1845, when they, with others,

were burned out, in the great conilagration which consumed all the

buildings in that and the opposite block. See Vol. 2, page 235.

Their next place of business, after the burnt district had again been

built up, was at 148, now 346 East Water, upon the site of the old

" Cottage Inn," having added jewelry and Yankee notions to their

former stock, where they remained until 1848, when they sold out

to the late Joseph R. Treat (who continued the business for several

years ; Mr. Daggett having been at that time, or shortly thereafter,

elected to the presidency of the old Milwaukee Mutual Insurance

Company, which office he held until 1858, when his own private af-

fairs requiring a large portion of his time, he resigned, and the late

Jas. Murray was elected to fill the vacant position. Mr. Daggett's

business ability was, however, too well known to allow of his remain-

ing out of some responsible position very long, and he was after

much solicitation finally induced to take charge of that present well

known corporation. The Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Com-

pany, at that time located at Janesville, where for the want of a

proper head, it was, as the medical men would say, rapidly going

into a decline, and for that purpose was elected president, March 7,

1859, after which he proceeded to Janesville and placing the entire

official contents of this then youthful giant in a small tin trunk, re-

turned to Milwaukee, and commenced the work, which in a busi-

ness point of view, resulted in the grandest achievement of his life.

To a man of Mr. Daggett's temperament the outlook for the future

growth of his newly adopted protege, at the time it came into his

possession, cannot be said to have been very encouraging, the

whole number of policies then in force being only 139,

representing $400,800, with assets amounting to the insignificant sum

of $9,324.52. But such was the energy with which the business was

pushed from that time on, as well as the ability with which it was

conducted for the nine years of his administration that on the first

day of January, 1868, the annual report shows the number of poHcies

to be 21,380, representing $36,539,332, and the assets had reached

the enormous sum of $3,141,726.12. This was a splendid showing,

and although gratifying in the extreme, must have astonished even

Daggett himself, for he could certainly never have looked for such a
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result. He was now, however, approaching the autumn of life, and

the eftect of the arduous labor, mental as well as physical, through

which he had passed to bring his company to the plane it then oc-

cupied, began to tell upon his splendid constitution. His work was

done, and after a Hngering sickness of a few months he passed

peacefully away, May 23, 1868, in the 56th year of his age. His

last work was the purchase of the site and the approval of the

plans for the erection of the j^resent splendid building known as the

Insurance Block, which will stand for years to come as a monument

to his ability, integrity and labor.

Personal.

In person Mr. Daggett was of the Jacksonian type. In height

six feet, had a large frame, broad shoulders, was possessed of great

muscular power, and wonderful power of endurance. He had a large

head, a large face, a high forehead, a clear expressive eye, in which

a mischievous smile was often seen lurking, when its owner was in a

cheerful mood; his hair was dark and inclined to stand erect. He
possessed great will power, and could not be easily turned from his

plans, when once they were formed. He had good executive ability,

far above the average, as his success, not only for himself, but also

in his management of the large force in the employ oftheNortli

Western Mutual Life, fully proved, and like his immediate suc-

cessor, the late Leicester Sexton,* the Hon. John H. Van Dyke, and

the present efficient head the Hon. Henry L. Palmer, belonged to that

class ofmen who were born to rule and whom others are born to obey.

Mr. Daggett was always dignified, and possessed large amount of

what some term pride, but what is in reality, self-respect. He was not

a man that strangers would ever be likely to take liberties with, for,

notwithstanding he was social to an unusual degree with friends and

acquaintances, yet, there was always a reserve about hun which

would check any undue familiarity. He was fond of money, knew

how to make it, and how to use it, when made. He never exaggerated,

or made any attempts to deceive, was strictly honest and conscien-

tious, and could under no circumstances be induced to do a wrong

*Mr. Sexton filled the chair but a short time, two and one-half months, having

been elected January i, 1869. He died March 15th.
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art knowingly. His advice was often sought by those in trouble,

and was always freely given except it would compromise others, in

which case he would decline to advise, neither did he ever meddle

with other people's affairs, and always kept his business matters en-

tirely to himself. He was a prominent and active fireman under

the old volunteer system and chief engineer one or more terms, and

trustee for several years, was alderman and councilor from the First

(and Seventh wards) for several terms, whereby good judgment and

strict integrity, he aided largely in keeping the city finances in a

healthy condition.

He was also a prominent Free Mason, and for many years was the

treasurer of the Grand Lodge, during which time he had all the funds

(some $20,000) in his possession, and as the reader who shall peruse

these pages has seen, was from the time of his advent in Milwaukee,

to the day of his death, one of her representative men, and one whom

her citizens delighted to honor.

In political faith he was a Republican, and in religious a Congre-

gationalist of the old Puritan stock, and one of the leading men in

the Plymouth Church. Such was Samuel S. Daggett, a man who

did his whole duty faithfully, and who has left a record that when care-

fully analyzed, few of our citizens will be found to have equaled.

New Grocery.

Edward D. Baker, (afterwards Baker & Isham,) 431 East Water.

Mr. Baker was an Englishman of the conceited kind ; he had the im-

pression that he was too smart for the Americans, but they beat him

all the same. Fie left for Chicago several years ago. Mr. Isham also

went to Chicago where he still resides.

This firm was quite a prominent one for several years as liquor

dealers at 279 East Water. This store was built by Mr. Baker. I

beheve he is dead.

S. K. Hibbard, 231 East Water (now 429) boots and shoes. I re-

member this man well. He was tall, of a fight complexion, dark hair,

hazel eyes, and a pleasant smile nearly always on his countenance.

He was also at one time at 201 West Water.

Russell Wheeler removed to Helton's block, Goodrich & Easton's

old stand, this year, May i.
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Blue Warehouse.

This old relic of former times, was built in the summer of 1848,

the foundation having been put in the previous winter (and spring)

by the author, the last pile being driven on the 8th day of May. It

was built by Dr. L. W. Weeks for John Webb, (now living in Ver-

mont,) by whom it was occupied for several years. It is now the

property of Messrs. Mann Bros., and used principally for the storage

of wooden ware. *

A three tenement brick block was erected this year by the late

Nelson Ludington, upon the south east corner of Milwaukee and

Mason streets, known as 431, 433 and 435 Milwaukee. This was

by far the best residence block in the city, when built. It has had

its day, however, and has been pulled down, and a large business

block erected upon its site by our well known and enterprising

fellow citizen, Chas. Munkwitz.

Geo. p. Gifford.

This gentleman, whose familiar face and form has been seen almost

daily upon our streets for the past 35 years, is a native of Boston,

Mass., where he was born in 1820, and from where he came to Mil-

waukee fn the fall of 1848 as an agent for the sale of a stock of

boots and shoes. This, however, was soon accomplished (lasting

only one year) when a partnership was formed with A. R. R. Butler

and the late Chas. K. Martin, under the title of Butler, Martin &
Gifford for the practice of law (Mr. Gifford having been bred to that

vocation) and collection of debts for eastern parties, in which they

were very successful for a few years, when the firm was dissolved and

a new one formed with Gov. Alex, and Edwin M. Randall, under the

title of Randall & Giftbrd, which firm did a large law and collection

business several years, and in fact, up to the breaking out of the

rebellion, when all business of that nature being nearly at a stand

still, he accepted the position of aid-de-camp upon Gov. Randall's

staff with the rank of colonel. He also held the office of assistant

provost marshal at Milwaukee during the last years of the war. for

which office he had a pecuHar fitness.

*It was in this warehouse that the famous case of ventriloquism occurred,

which will be related in its proper place.
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Ill 1870 Mr. Cifford became proprietor and manager, for the State

of Wisconsin and northern Michigan, of the commercial agency

known throughout the Union as the Tappan & McKillop Agency,

and through its extensive reporting and collecting branches, his

name became famihar to almost every business man and lawyer in

the Northwest, and many other states of the Union.

During his residence in Milwaukee, Mr. Gifford dealt, consider-

ably in real estate, and built several houses, one of which, on the

corner of Eighth and Spring Streets, he occupied sixteen years.* He

subsetjuently moved to his Oconomowoc lake property, of which,

through an early purchase, he was the mimediate successor to its

aboriginal owner, and where (although his business headquarters are

in Chicago) he still resides at a point known as Gilford's, on the Chi-

cago, Milwaukee <S: St. Paul Railway, thirty miles west of Milwau-

kee.

Mr. Giftbrd belongs to that class of men who think twice before

they speak, and who think to some purpose. He is keen, sharp

and shrewd, neither is it easy to get the better of him.

He is one of that class of men who always learn all they can of

others, but of whom others learn very little. He reads a man like a

book, and as a rule always correctly, and has a more thorough

knowledge of the true inwardness of our political system and of the

lives of our public men than most people are aware of, as there is

nothing in that connection that escapes his observation. And if he

lives, he will yet make a record that wil! go down the pages of his-

tory as a grand work. He is no talker, he is a worker, and a dili-

gent one. The writer has watched Mr. Gifford for the last 25 years

very closely and knows whereof he speaks, and will venture the as-

sertion that if ever Mr. Gifford's recollections of Milwaukee shall see

the light that some of its prominent pubhc men will be furnished

with a family tree that will astonish them more than anything the

author of this volume has ever written. He is the soul of honor and

of morals unimpeachable, and as true to his principles as the needle

to the pole.

*The house, upon which the writer worked, i.^i now directly in the rear of 801
Grand Avenue. It stood originally upon the comer fronting north as 801; it

now fronts east and is known as 145 Eighth Street.
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Mr. Gifford never sought for nor held any civil office in Milwau-

kee, although several times nominated by the RepubHcans (then in

the minority) for the state legislature. Milwaukee being a strong

Democratic district, but few opportunities were aftbrded political ad-

vancement to old-line Whigs and anti- slavery RepubHcans, but he

has been a frequent contributor to the press. He is a liberal in

religion, and a Republican in politics, and maintains that as the will

of the people makes the laws of the land, every individual should be

properly educated, if not voluntarily by friends, then compulsorily by

local authority, and, where necessary, in our common schools at the

public expense.

In person he is rather below the medium, has a well knit, muscular

frame, a large head, a high forehead, a large face and an eye which

has the faculty of reading your thoughts. He is always self poised,

and cool. He has a will hke iron, coupled with energy to back it,

and when he has made up his mind to do a thing, will not be likely

to fail. He has caution largely developed, which enables him to ac-

compHsh things by strategy that would otherwise be impossible, and

taken as a wdiole, is one of the most remarkable as well as one of the

least understood men who ever lived here. Such are some of the

characteristics of Geo. P. Gifford.

Another firm who came this year was that of L. & J. Hart, suc-

cessor to Geo. Bowman, 383 East Water.*

Improvements.

Among the improvements made this year was the grading of Fifth

Street from Spring to Sycamore, Sycamore from Fifth to Seventh,

Spring, from P'ifth to Eighth, Third from Sycamore to Spring, on the

west side, and grading Division from Jackson to Market, and Oneida

from Jackson to Broadway, on the east side.

Judicial Election.

The election for circuit Judge, this year, August 7th, was a very

*This firm, the members of which are with us to-day, was not very successful

in business, principally, I think, on account of not watching one of their clerks, by
which neglect they lost nearly all their capital, or in other words, the clerk had

the capital and they had the experience. Such is often the case when a merchant

employs a clerk who plays billiards and other games as this one did.
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hotly contested one, there being three candidates in the field, Alex.

F. Randall, Levi Hubbell and Abram D. Smith. There were

serious charges made against Mr. Smith in connection with the pur-

chase of the "Purkey property," by whicli it was claimed that Sol-

omon Juneau was defrauded out of his just rights. It was a l)itter

newspaper warfare, and resulted in the election of Hubbell,

Bath House.

The was a bath erected this year in the First ward, upon the lake

shore, the first in the city, by E. Alba. It was quite a place for re-

sort for several years, when it was abandoned on account of the

coldness of the waters and a new one was erected at the dam.

A new saloon called the Climax, was opened this year on Main

street (Broadway) just below Huron, a place that many ot the

the present Milwaukeans will doubtless remember. It was an incipient

Marble Hall.

The Grading Mania.

A correspondent of the IVisco/isin complained bitterly, in an

article in that paper, of September 13th, about the grading down of

the bluft' in the then First ward, (now the Seventh) in order to obtain

earth with which to fill up the marsh m the Third ward, claiming

that it was done solely for the purpose of giving the Democrats of that

historic locality a job, at the expense oi the property-holders, and

wants to know if this work is going to go on, why m hell that hole

on Wisconsin street above Jackson was not filled up.

Some people are never satisfied, and the probabilities are that this

man would not have been if the hole was filled, he would then

most likely wanted to know what in hell they filled it for. The

same paper also complains about the wet weather, saying that so

much rain had fallen as to cause the dirt in the streets to swell like

an alderman.

Biographical.

Among the clothing estabfishments to start in 1848 yet in business

was the present well-known house of David Adler & Sons. The
house was founded by Solomon Adler, under the title of Steinhart* &

*Jacob Steinhart.
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Adler, in 1848, which continued until 1852, when David Adler came

and opened in the "Cross-keys," (the first story of which had been

fitted up for stores,) Mr. A., being its first occupant. Here he re-

manied until 1857, when he bought out Solomon and went into part-

nership with his brother Jacob,* which continued until 1859, when,

Solomon re-purchased Jacob's interest and the firm was S. & D. Adler

until 1870, when Solomon withdrew (going to New York City), and

H. W. Mendel, now of Smith, Mendel & Co., became a partner,

and the business was continued in the name of Adler, Mendel & Co.,

until 1878, when Mr. Mendel retired and a new partnership was

formed under the firm name of D. Adler t\: Sons, which is the style

of the firm to-day.

The business of this house is the manufacture and wholesaling

of clothing, in which they have been very successful and have become

very wealthy, their business extending all over the North West, in-

cluding the Lake Superior country, and are among the few in their

line whose good name has never been tarnished by any dishonest

act in all the thirty five years they have been in business. Mr.

Adler, who ranks among the best German citizens, is still active,

although he has given up the management of the house mainly to

his sons and is taking it easy in his autumnal years, but his pleasant

face can be seen daily on our .streets, where let us hope it will con-

tinue to be seen for years to come.

Among the improvements made this year was the erection

of the block on the north west corner of East Water

and Detroit streets, by D. Wells, Jr., the enlargement

of the Lake House, E. B. Dickerman's new block, Nos. 348, 50

and 54 East Water, burnt in the fire of August 24th, 1854. Its first

occupants were C. Wells, dry goods. Coles & Ross, clothing, and

Hale &: Chapman, books, (P. C. Hale and Silas Chapman.) Mr.

Hale as stated in vol. 2, page 121, is now in the insurance business,

Mr. Chapman is in the map business and is one of the most in-

dustrious men in the city, always to be found at his place of

business and if he has not got rich in dollars and cents, which

seems to be the only aim of life in our day, he is rich in his own self-

*Who also came in 1848, as clerk for Steinhart & Adler, and to whom Mr.

Steinhart had sold his interest, I think in 1849 or 1850.



148 MILWAUKEE UNDER THE CHARTER.

resjject, as well as in that of his fellow citizens, and a good name, the

wise man hath said is better than "gold or precious ointment."

He has always been a temperance man, and is true to his prin-

ciples.

Mr. Chapman is well posted, and if he would, could tell of some

things which have occurred in relation to the early history of our

city that will now doubtless pass into oblivion, as he is very close-

mouthed. He is a keen observer of men and their ways. His

maps are the standard throughout the state, and will keep his mem-

ory green long after he shall have gone to the better land.

The firm of Coles & Ross, John E. Coles and Clark S. Ross,

were for several years quite a popular house, as clothiers, as well as

one of the largest in the city. They went to the wall, however, in

the crash of 1857 with others and never re-opened. Mr. Ross, whom

the reader has no doubt discovered was something of a politician,

was of medium size, had very dark hair, small dark eyes, a sharp

thin face and a sallow complexion, he walked slow and was usually

in a study, particularly in the street ; he was no talker and not at all

aggressive. He married a daughter of the late Col. L. M. Gates

and went to Australia, where he is still living. He was an English-

man.

Mr. Coles was of a different temperament. He was aggressive and

kept things a booming. He was a short, stoutly built man and

would succeed where where Mr. Ross would not. He went from

here to California. I remember both these gentlemen well.

There were three brick stores erected this year on East Water

street, two by the late Doctor Jas. Johnson and one by Richard

Murphy. These stores were the present Nos. 307, 311 and 313.

The two last were first occupied by Thompson Litell, as a wholesale

grocery and the former by the owner as a liquor store. These stores

(which at the time of their erection, were thought to be models of

architectural beauty) are yet standing, 309 being occupied by Anson

Bros., and 311 and 313, by Messrs. Smith & Chandler, as wholesale

grocers.

Proceedings of the Board of Supervisors.

In pursuance of a resolution of the board of supervisors, adopted May loth, 1848,

directing the clerk to cause to be published so much of the proceedings of the board
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and the fiscal concerns of the county as he should deem of pulilic interest. The
following statement is submitted, to wit :

At the first meeting of the present board in May last, it was ascertained as per

report of the committee on treasury, that the amount of county orders outstanding

and which showed the indebtedness of the county at that time, on accounts audited

an<l allowed by former boards, was : ^3781,60.

That there were also due the State of Wisconsin, on Territorial tax
of '46, the sum of 1347,02

And to the several towns on delinquent town taxes collected by the county

treasurer and not paid over, as follows :

To the town of Milwaukee, 4;53i.Oi
Franklin 3S2.90

" Oak Creek, 288.94
" Greenfield, 68 59

i-ake, 33.81
" Wauwatosa, -.68
" Granville, 3.77

Making the aggregate indebtedness of the county at that time $6443.33

The accounts allowed by the present board, upon which orders have been

issued, are as follows :

For the support of prisoners in the county jail from Feb. 13th, to Sept.

loth, 1848, $335,88 less $190, amount paid by county for State pris-

oners, and $26,97 fines collected by sheriff $318.91
For services of assistant jailor irom Oct. 1st, 1847, to Sept. 10, 1848... 203 75
For rewards for arresting prisoners escaped from county jail 100.00
F"or sheriff's fees from Feb. 13th, to Sept. loth, 1848 288.29
For necessaries furnished jail and prisoners 147.86
t^'or grates for jail windows 127.72
For expenses of coroner's inquests 192.88
For constable's fees 64.87
For fees of city marshal (including deputy) 54-43
For repairing public buildings i;o,68

For stationery and printing '^'-53
For office rent and salary of police j ustice. Cross 1 72. ^6
For making index to several vol. of deeds and mortgages in Reg office 60.00
For fuel for jail, court house, &c 54-<^7

For illegal taxes 29.2

1

For salary of district attorney 366.66
For fees tc clerk of circuit court '3-63
For part salary of clerk of the board of supervisors 34. 18

For services of board of supervisors 452.68
For services of inspectors and clerks of elections 481.68
For canvassing election returns 6.00

For payment of Vermont A.sylum for support of McGowen 100.00

For medical services with prisoners 27.00
For services of messenger to circuit court 7.50
For juror's fees 4.00
For witness's fees 4.31
For assisting clerk of court in drawing jurors 1.00

Aggregate indebtedness of county Sept. 23, 1848 $9989,33

18
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The expenses of the county to acrue between Sept. 23, 1848, and the next annual

session of the board of supervisors were estimated as follows :

For court expenses 3000.00

]'"or supporting prisoners and sheriff's fees 1800.00

For incidental expenses 1000.00

Making the amount to be met by taxation or otherwise ?I5789.33

It was also ascertained as per report of the committee on the treasury, that the

debts due the county of Milwaukee, are as follows, viz :

From the sureties of S. W. Dunbar, county collector for the year 1840, for the de-

falcation of said Dunbar $758.25
Interest to September loth, '48 376-68

Total $ii2«. 131^
From Silas Griffith, late county treasurer, as appears from the report

of the committee on treasury, under date of Feb., 1848, and by sub-

secpient credits in the account of present treasurer 2284.13
From the county of Waukesha, on joint account paid by Milwaukee

county - 100.90^
P'rom Chas. E. Tuttle, former police justice, as per report of com-

mittee on police justice office, under date of Feb., 1848 116.78
From Daniel Wells, Jr., Joshua Hathaway, and others, on bond 500.00
On bond of Belange, Burriss, Curtis and Cole $800—conditionally

reduced to $400, by resolution of the boai^d of supervisors 400.00
For the sureties of Gray, on recognizance to appear at the Nov. term

court —forfeited 700.00
Frcnn the collector of the town of Mukwonago, on taxes of 1845 20.33
From the collector of the town of Oconomowoc, on taxes of 1845 71.21
From city of Milwaukee on taxes of 1S46 329. 1

1

" " " 1847 519-20

$5870.30
Balance against the county $9919.03

The committee on the treasury deeming it probable that only a part of the above

$5870.30 would be collected in time to meet the county indebtedness, recommended

the raising of a tax equal to 55-ioothof one per cent, on the aggregate amount of

taxable property in the county, as reported by the committee on asessments and

equahzation, to wit: $2,606,280.06—making a tax for county purposes ofSl4,354,

from which deduct 7 per cent, collectors' and treasurers' fees, leaves $13,331.13,

—a sum sufficient to redeem all the county orders outstanding on the 23d day

of September, 1848, and 10 pay $3,341.80 of the above estimated current expenses.

It would then be necessary to collect only $2,458.20 of the above $5,870.30 due the

county, to balance the above estimate account. The above tax for county pur-

poses was deemed by the board an ample provision to meet all the demands

which would be made on the county treasurer, previous to the next annual meet-

ing of the board, and was ordered to be levied and collected.

The committee on assessments and equalization reported the amount of property

in the county, upon which a state tax is based, to be $1,601,682.56, which, at 4>^
mills on the dollar, produces a state tax to be paid by the county, of $7,207.57

—

and which, apportioned on the taxable property of the county, $2,606,280.06
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makes a tax equal to 27,654. ioo,oooths of one per cent. ; which was also ordered

to be levied and collected, to pay the state tax due frotr. the county.

Respectfully submitted,

CHARLES P. EVERTS,
Clerk of the board of supervisors, Milwaukee county.

Some politicians objected to Shuney as light house keeper :

For the Sentinel and Gazette :

Mr. Editor :— I perceive from the proceedings of the common council, published

in the city papers, that a resolution was adopted by them recommending old Shuney,

"to the favorable consideration of the President of the United States" for the ap-

pointment of light house keeper at this place. This struck me with astonish-

ment. I immediately looked into the city charter to find some authority for this

course of proceeding, and found nothing to warrant it. I have sought among

the acts of congress in vam to find any law giving the common council board any

interest in, or authority over the light house here, or its appointees. I cannot

hear that the appointment of "Shuney" as light house keeper, was made an issue

of the last charter election, and therefore can find neither precedent, warrant or

justification for the act ot the common council. If our city fathers can, of right,

determine who shall be Hght house keeper, they can, also, for any reason to the

contrary which I discover, determine who shall be appointed deputy collector of

this port, register and receiver of the public lands, U. S. district attorney, &c. I

deny their authority. I protest against any and all attempts on their part to dic-

tate to the President, or to the people here on this subject. Let the

shoemaker stick to his last. Let the common council attend to their

own business and legislate upon matters within their legitimate and

appropriate sphere. It is enough that they have once, in the matter

of a municipal court bill, arrested, for a short period, just and necessary provision

by the legislature for a due and speedy administration of the civil and criminal

law in our county, and branded our merchants abroad with the character of dis-

honest debtors, without undertaking to think and decide for both people and

President, who shall hold office amongst us.

VETO.

The annexed are the proceedings at the "Free Soil" convention,

(a new political organization very popular just then,) held at the

old court house, given as a part of the political history of the year

and showing how much "bad tasting medicine" soi-ne of the old

"stagers" were wihing to swallow, if in so doing they could remain in

office. By an old Milwaukeans, who knew the political status of

most of the names in this, it will be read with interest.
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Proceedings of the Milwaukee County Convention.

Pursuant to previous notice, a mass convention of the Free Soil party of Mil-

waukee county was held at the court house, in the city of Milwaukee, on Satur-

day, September 23d, 184S. A large number of delegates were in attendance, and

the meeting was organized by the appointment of Col. John E. Cameron as chair-

man, and Charles E. Jenkins as secretary.

Mr. Stark moved that a committee of one from each senate and assembly dis-

trict in the county, be appointed by the chair, to select a delegate from each of

said districts to attend the Free Soil congressional convention to be held at Muk-

wonago, on the 25th of September, and also a like number to attend at Madison

on the 2 7lh inst. The motion was adopted and the chair appointed the following

gentlemen said committee.

First ward, Chas. James ; Second ward, Byron Kilbourn ; Third ward, J. B.

Allen ; Fourth and Fifth wards, J. G. Barr ; Granville, Wauwatosa and Mil-

waukee, Mr. Sheldon ; Lake and Greenfield, J. J. Mason ; Oak Creek and

Franklin, Dr. Orton ; Eighteenth senate district, Mr. Newkirk ; Nineteenth

senate district, Ernst Prieger.

The committee retired, and during their absence the convention listened to a

brief but eloquent address from Mr. Richardson.

The committee returned and reported the following list of delegates to the

several conventions :

STATE CONVENTION.

First ward, W. L. Calkins ; Second ward, A. Higley ; Third ward, J. D.

Weston ; Fourth and Fifth wards, E. D. Holton ; Granville, Milwaukee and

Wauwatosa, E. Underwood ; Lake and Greenfield, Daniel Patterson ; Oak Creek

and Franklin, Dr. Orton ; Eighteenth senate district, I. Codding ; Nineteenth

senate district, A. H. Bieifeld.

CONGRESSIONAL CONVENTION.

First ward, H. S. Orton ; Second ward, Charles E. Jenkins ; Third ward, John

Gale, Jr. ; Fourth and Fifth wards, J. E. Cameron ; Granville, Milwaukee and

Wauatosa, C. Clifford ; Lake and Greenfield, John J. Mason ; Oak Creek and

Franklin, Dr. Jennings ; Eighteenth senate district, John G. Barr ; Nineteenth

senate district, Ernst Prieger.

The report was unanimously adopted.

On motion, the delegates selected were instructed to procure alternates to attend

said conventions, in case of their inability to fulfill their duties.

On motion, the chairman appointed the following county committee :

A. W. Stark, Daniel Patterson, Garret Vliet, F. A. Tuning, R. H. Hotchkiss.

On motion the chair also appointed the following committee for the Eighteenth

senate district :

Hubbell Lromis, Duncan C. Reed and E. D. Holton, and for the Nineteenth

senate district, Charles E. Jenkins, Enoch Underwood and A. Henry Bieifeld.
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Messrs. Booth, Orton and Kilbourn, were then severally called on, and

addressed the convention in support of the glorious cause.

On motion, resolved, that the proceedings of this meeting be published in the

Barnhirner and Volksjreund.

The convention then adjourned siiie die.

John E. Cameron, Chairman.
Chas. E. Jenkins, Secretary.

The following were put in nomination by the convention :

Sheriff, Dr. E. B. Wolcott
;
judge of probate, Dr. James John-

son j district attorney, Harlow H. Orton; clerk of the circuit court,

Lansing Bonnell ; register of deeds, Eli Bates ; county clerk, Leonard

Brown; treasurer, Jacob Oberman ; coronor, J. J. Mason; surveyor,

Garrett Vliet.

Here is the Whig ticket

:

Sheriff, Owen Aldrich ; district attorney, Peter Yates; judge of

probate, Thomas L. Ogden ; clerk of the court, Priam B. Hill

register of deeds, J. B. Zander ; county clerk, George E.Watson

treasurer, A. W. Hatch ; surveyor, W. S. Trowbridge ; coroner

Linus N. Dewey.

This was a mixture surely, but it will be seen that when the votes

were counted the people's party, as usual, had drawn the "crow"

and the democracy the "turkey."

The following were elected :

Judge of probate, James Holliday ; clerk of the court, Henry K.

White; sheriff, Egbert Moseley; district attorney, A. R. R. Butler;

register of deeds, Jeremiah B. Zander ; clerk of board of supervisors,

Charles Lorenzen ; county treasurer, A. S. Sanborn ; coroner, Levrtet

Kellogg ; surveyor, Fred T. Schumacher ; congress, W. P. Lynde.

Election November 7.

Lownsberry's Transparency.

There came to Milwaukee in 1848, a litde weazen-faced chap,

bout 4 feet 6 inches in height, with arms of unusual length, broad

lulders, a large head (with very little in it however, that was valu-

'"c;), large dark eyes, long dark-brown hair, inchning to curl, his

Amou^ " tout ensemble " being in fact peculiar, by the name of P. P.

" berry, who opened a new grocery and restaurant, at 119 East

u' now 317) in a small frame building then standing at that
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number, which restaurant soon became a great resort for the boys for

the purpose of playing " seven up " and other innocent games, in

which " hot wliisky punch " played a prominent part, as no doubt

some yet livmg whom I could name can remember. Now it was the

custom for all places of that kind to have some sign the peculiarity

of which would attract attention, and the late John Lowther, who

was (juite an artist, was called in for consultation, who recommended

a transparency* in which a goat should be the chief attraction, and

was at once ordered to paint one which would be suitable for such a

place as Mr. Lownsberry kept, which he did, and did it in such a

way as to render it entirely unnecessary to consult a scientist, in

order to ascertain its " gender." It had a beard that Lorenzo Dow
might well have envied, and a pair of—well, never mind—if that was

not a fully developed William goat then the wTiter never saw one.

The first night it was illuminated it drew a full house, outside as well

as in, among whom were several critics, who all pronounced it

faultless, a Httle over-drawn perhaps, in some parts, but a William

goat sure. Mr. Lownsberry could not understand why that sign

should attract so much attention, but after its most prominent char-

acteristics had been pointed out by a stock raiser who happened to

be present, he saw the joke, set-em-up all round and closed his

place for the night, after which he sent the following message to

Mr. Lowther; " For heavens sake come down and paint the * *

* oft" the goat, or the boys will kill me," which he did, charging

him $io therefor. He left many years ago, but I often think, when

passing the spot, of P. P. Lownsberry and his famous transparency.

F. L. Illsley, music, 27 Wisconsin Street. Mr. Illsley was a fine-

looking man and a fine musician. He was the first organist of

Plymouth Church and the leader of the choir for a few years. I be-

lieve he is dead.

CORRECTION.

Li Vol. 2, page 287, History of Baptist Church, A. J. Mas'

should be A. F. Mason.

-enth

*This transparency consisted of an oblong frame, about 2x4 feet cover
sheeting upon which the goat was painted, same as upon the buck beer
the present day, which was suspended directly over tlie door, illumin^*^^"
candle placed inside, and could be seen two blocks away. ifeld.
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TAXATION.

The rate of taxation for 1848 was as follows : ist ward, 31 mills
;

2d ward, 40 mills; 3d ward 26 mills
;

4th ward 38;-^ mills; 5th

ward, 31 mills.

Of the above i percent was for old debt in the (2d and 4th wards)

made imperative by the charter until the debt was extinguished.

Subtract this from the rate and the several wards are nearly on a

par.

The following financial exhibit is inserted here as a part of this

history for future reference.

FINANCIAL EXHIBIT

Of the City of Milwaukee for the Fiscal Year ending

April i, 1884.

general city.

Amount of outstanding orders April 15th, 1847 $'783.67
Amount paid for building engine houses; 1718.26

" Support of the poor 2691.90
" fJredging the harbor 537-00
" Harbor light 61.53
" Support of fire department 276.96
" Standard weights and measures 156.50
" Rent of watch house, and salary of watchmen... 104-33
" Printing and advertising 530-93
" Election expenses 100.00
" Binding, stationery, rent, fuel and lights 183.88
" Building city hospital 625.56
" Costs and fees 23.28
" Mexican war and harbor and river convention. .. 50.06
*' Making and correctmg tax list 167.50
" Vaccination in 1846 338-25
" Salary of physicians and board of health 394.38
" City attorneys 547.00
" Superintendent of almshouse 380 32
" Harbor master 495-00
" City clerk 477-oo
" Marshal 306.64
" Grading on school lots 5.78
" Deficit in school fund of last year 128.78
" Treasurer's commission on general taxes 2 10. 14

Amount of orders and tax certificates in treasury April

15. i847-- -
.- $143-77

Amount received for tavern, grocery and store license.... 2452.03
" " Circus and theater license 95-Oo
" " Dog " ..- 41.00
" " Dray " 45-oO
" " Fine " i.OO

$12294.65
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Amount of health, police and poor tax collected 7765-75
" " advertising tax 107-30
" received from county for election expense 65.00

10715.85

Balance now due - $I57^-^1

Add amount owing to Hunneman & Co., for engine and

hose due December 30th, 1848 1961.05

Total of city indebtedness $3539-84

SCHOOL FUND.

Amount paid on orders of school commissioners 3101.50
" " Treasurer's commission -.. 6315

$3164.65

Cash on hand April 15th, 1847 $453-07
Orders " " " 31-86

Amount of school tax of 1847 collected 3I57-40
" " deficit for 1846, supphed from general fund 128.78

'- 377I-II

Balance on hand 606.46

The following sums were also due and outstanding against the

several wards

:

First ward $387.86
Second ward 2013.50

(not including balance to old west ward debt.)

Third ward 1002.77

Fourth ward 1 142.28

(not including old ward debt)

Fifth ward 2918.50

T\\t American Fr€e>na?i oil^owemb&r 2(^, 1848, has the following

article from the pen of the then editor S. M. Booth:

This number closes the 4th volume of this paper. It history, could we write it

from the beginning, would be interesting. Of its birth and early progress, we

know little ; with its condition during the last six months we are quite well ac-

quainted. We understand that it was originally called the Mihuaukee Democrat,

that its name was changed while under the charge of C. C. Sholes, to the Ameri-

can Freeman. The first part of the name was again changed from American to

Wisconsin, and now for reasons satisfactory to ourselves, and to our friends as

far as we know, we shall permit it quiently to go out of existence, and supply its

place with a new paper, whose name shall indicate the character, object and spirit

of the parly of which we shall endeavor to make it a true and faithful advocate.

In closing this obituary of the Freemati we shall not attempt to eulogise its life.

That it has committed errors, we have no doubt ; that it has accomplished good,

we know. It was born in agitation, rocked in excitement, fed on the field of bat-

tle, dies triumphant. It began its course in adversity, and has outgrown all opposi-

tion, and closes its existence in prosperity Indeed its prosperity is one cause of
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its end. We therefore ask no friend to put on mourning for its deith. In truth

it can hardly be said to be dead, it is simply transformed or translated to a better

field of usefulness. Without any regret, therefore, the IVisconshi Freeman bids

you good bye, asking you to welcome the Free Deviocrat, which wepromse siiall be

as good as we can make it. S. M. 15oorii.

Sherman M. Booth was just the man to edit such a paper as the

American Freeman, or its successor the Free Democrat. Possessed of a

good legal mind, and a strong physical constitution, he was a perfect

Hercules in a fight and never so happy as when he had a battle in

prospect. Quick to see, prompt to act, he was a hard man to circum-

vent, and woe be to the "tenderfoot" (as the soft natured young men
are called out west), who ventured to attack him in print. He would

get such a scoring as would teach him better than to try that again.

He was a power for many years in the editorial corps of Milwaukee.

EMBEZZLEMENT.

At a meeting of the common council held November 23d, Alder-

man A. Sweet offered a resolution that the city attorney be instruct-

ed to commence a suit against D. C. Bancroft, city clerk, for

embezzlement of the city funds, which was done, and from a report

made at the meeting held December 14th by Alderman Goodall it

appears that they found about $700 gone from the Order Books

without receipts, of which about $550 had been received by the in-

dividuals to whom they were issued, leaving about $150 unlawfully

abstracted and not accounted for. The finance committee reported

a double issue to C. A. Tuttle, of $200, one hundred of which were

returned, making a total of $250 missing.

They find due D. C. Bancroft on his salary, up to the day he left,

assuming his salary to be $600 per annum, $146.16, leaving about

$100 deficit.

The sums ascertained as not received, are as follows :

R. Murphy, General City Fund, $23 60

A. W. Hatch, for No. i. Engine House, 5° 00

Wm. Arnold, 1st Ward General Fund, 25 00

Joel Hood, General City 25 44
$124,04

( 'rder on double issue of C. A. Tuttle not redeemed, 100 00

An order for sundries furnished the city while Treasurer, 9 83

$233 87

19
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There were sundry amounts received for licenses and not paid over,

which your committee are of the opinion only concerns D. C. Ban-

croft and the individuals who paid the several sums. All of which

is respectfully submitted by your committee.

More Grading.

Some inquisitive tax payers wants to know when the grading on

Wisconsin Street is going to be finished :

For The Wisconsin.

Mr. Editor—As your useful daily is tlie source of much information, and as editor

are expected to enlighten tlie people on all dark subjects, I hope you will inform

that inquisitive individual (the people) upon the following subjects.

Why is the grading of Wisconsin Street lowered every year several times, some

persons of very retentive memories may remember how many ? The grade has

after much engineering been fixed. The picks and shovels are again brought into

lequisition, carts put in motion, the newly graded and graveled streets are torn

up again. Will you please inform us if the city dads are determined to bring

Wisconsin Street to the level of Huron before they stop.

Many People.

We cannot answer our correspondent, but we knov/ that the present system of

grading is not only a nuisance, but is destroying the beauty of the city.

Editor.

That same problem is waiting for a solution yet. It beats the gem

puzzle.

Grand Taylor Celebration, Friday, November 17TH, 1848.

The day was welcomed by a national salute at sunrise.

At noon a salute of 16 guns, one for each Taylor State in the

Union, was fired.

At 7 o'clock in the evening a grand salute of one hundred guns

was fired in honor of the People's Triumph.

The Procession—The different wards assembled at points des-

ignated by the ward marshals at half past 6 o'clock precisely.

The several delegations, as soon as formed, were marched to the Rough
and Ready quarters in East Water Street, which was the general

rendezvous. The procession was there formed in order and moved
through the following streets: Up East Water to Wisconsin;

through Wisconsin, Jefferson, Mason, Van Buren and Oneida Streets

to East Water, up East Water Street to the Red Bridge, across the
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bridge, down Third and West Water to the Point, and thence back

to the Rough and Ready headquarters, where the procession was

dismissed.

It was requested of every Whig and every friend of Gen. Taylor

that they illuminate their stores or dwellings, from 7 to 9 p. m, light-

ing up when the evening salute commenced. Bonfires were

lighted at suitable points along the route of the procession.

The several military and fire companies of our city were invited to

join in the celebration and had places assigned them in the pro-

cession.

A cordial invitation was extended to all our citizens, whether Whigs,

Democrats or Free-Soilers, natives, or foreign born, to take part in

doing honor to Gen. Taylor, the man of the people and the presi-

dent of the people. Our fellow citizens from the neighboring towns

were also cordially invited to come in and join in the celebration.

The following gentlemen were elected as marshal and assistant

marshals to take charge of the procession : Marshal, Rufus King.

Assistants, First ward, David George; Second, W. Burke and E.

Childs; Fourth, J. P. McGregor; Fifth, W. Kilham.

This was a grand affair.

Rochester House built this year by Edward Hasse, on the South-

west corner of Reed and Florida Streets. This house now stands on

the northwest corner of Florida and Barclay, and is used by the

" demi-monde."

John Corse died August 29, 1848. Mr. Corse came in 1836. He

built the frame store on East Water, at what is now No. 380. He

was an old man when he came. He was the father of Byron Corse

of the town of Lake.

Mr. Corse was a man of large frame and must, when young, have

been a hard one to handle. He was very rough m his manner. He

had a florid complexion, auburn hair and blue eyes. He was a

great hand to tell stories and fond of fun, and had no great respect

for sacred things. I can see him now in memory and often think

of him.

AFTER THEM.

Some one went for Alderman Sayers and Moses Kneeland this year
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in the Sentinel of November 3d in no very complimentary terms, but

it did not disturb Moses much, or Sayers either. They were too

strongly entrenched to be driven out by a newspaper squib.

COUNCIL.

November 23d, orders for grading Main street, east side
;
5th, 6th,

and 7th on west side and Sycamore between 6th and 7th, and Lake

Street from Hanover to South Water were also graded in part this

year.

New England supper at United States Hotel December 2 2d, it

being the 228th anniversary of the landing of the pilgrims. Among

those known to be present were Jas. H. Rogers,* D. Wells, Jr.,

Elisha Eldied,* Wm. A. Prentiss, Philetus C. Hale, D. A. J. Upham,*

H. N. Wells,* J. K. Barriett, Eli C. Kellogg,* E. D. Holton, Wm.

Brown,* John P. Perkins,* John Bradford,* H. P. Peck,* E. S.

Marsh,* C. Comstock, Royal Jennings,* Abram F. Clark, John

Webb, S. O. Putnam,* FrankHn Ripley, Jr.,* E. Wardner, and E.

Hopkins. Those marked with a * have all passed away.

The following is a synopsis of the shipments of 1848 :

Arrivals during the season of 1848.

Steamboats, 498
Propellers, '. 248
Barques and brigs, 119
Schooners, 511

Total 1376
Population in 1847, Dec. 15, 14,061

Estimated present population, 18,000

The exports of Milwaukee, which we glean from the Senii?iel

cf Gazette have been as follows

:

Pork, 2,650 hbls.

Lead, 1,883,120 lbs.

Hides, , , 1 1 >235
Ashes, 96, 104 lbs.

Pails and Tubs, 2, 100 doz.
Furs, 12,714 lbs.

Wool,
Copper, 25,039 lbs.

Broom Corn, 214 bales.

Pulverized Horn, 135 bbls.

A Sporting Reminiscence.

While standing upon the bluff, a few days since, watching the de-
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parture of the train for the north, and contemplating the wonderful

changes wrought in this portion of the city since 1836, and more

particularly those which have taken place within the last ten years,

and contrasting its present appearance with what it was, when in

place of the beautiful and costly dweUings that meet the eye in every

direction, that whole region was covered with a forest of scrub and

timber, the scrub a lair for the rabbit and his enemy, the lynx, and

the timber filled with larger game. The spot was a common hunt-

ing ground for all the sportsmen in the town, prominent among

whom was our distinguished fellow citizen. Dr. E. B. Wolcott, who

has shot many a deer in what is now the First ward, from the back

of old Gunpowder, (whom many of the old settlers can remember),

after which he would attach the carcass to the old veteran's narrative

with a piece of rope or bark (if no rope was at hand) and come dash-

ing into town, in that novel way, with his prize.

• It was a place where deer could be found almost any day up to

1840 and occasionally up to 1848, and many are the yarns that

could be related, by the nimrods of those early times of their success

with the rifle and shot gun, upon this classic spot. One of these

stories, as an illustration of the wonderful powers of endurance that

a wounded deer can exhibit, and which occurred in the winter of

1839, I ^'^il^ relate.

It happened that Luther Childs, now in California, Moses Donald-

son, (now dead) and myself, were engaged that winter in cutting the

timber from the quarter section of which Ferny-Brae is now a part,

and in order to save time in going to and from our work we occu-

pied an old log cabin built upon the land in 1835 as a claim shanty.

Now Donaldson, who was a great, burly, gassy, lubberly, never-do-

well as the Scots have it, was a great hunter, and of course took

along his rifle, well knowing that the chances would be good for

deer, as they came nightly to browse upon the tops of fallen timber,

scattered over the ground where we were working; and so in feet it

proved, for upon the fourth morning after we had commenced our

labor, Mose took his rifle, and stole quiedy up to the works just at

daybreak, and was rewarded by the sight of a noble buck busily en-

gaged in securing a breakfast. He was not long in putting an ounce

bullet through his chest, which caused him to " light out " instantly.
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lca\ing a bunch of hair and a stream of blood upon the snow, as a

proof that he was badly wounded. Donaldson in great excitement

came back to the cabin, related what had occurred, and could hardly

be prevailed upon to wait for breakfast before going in pursuit of the

wounded pachyderm. That over, we all started out, and after fol-

lowing the " spoor " for nearly a mile, we started him up from his

bed in the snow, (which was nearly two feet in depth.) He at once

made off at a pace that showed he was still game, and as he disap-

peared from view, like Father Watkin's old mare, he gave a parting

shake with his tail which said plainly enough, " Farewell, Mose

Donaldson, perhaps you've got me, and then, again, perhaps you

havn't." He took down a ravine directly to the lake, into which he

plunged and struck out boldly for Michigan. We watched him until

he was out more than a mile, when he milled square round (as the

whalemen call it) and headed for the shore, aiming for a clump of

cedars that grew near the water's edge. Mose now thought he had

a sure thing, and concealing himself behind the cedars, with rifle in

hand, waited impatiently for the arrival of the " quarry." On came

the poor victim, swimming rapidly. It was an exciting moment as

he neared the shore. His large lustrovis eyes were fixed steadily

upon the cedars with a look that implied that he smelt danger there,

and well he might. But whether he did or not, he came straight to

the fatal spot, until within twenty feet of the shore, when his feet

touched the bottom. Then he gathered himself for a leap on dry

land. Bang ! went the rifle, sending a bullet directly into his head,

killing him instantly.

Did you get him ? you ask.

Well, we d-i-d-n-'t. The force of the bullet, together with the fact

of his discovering us at the moment of its delivery, caused him to

give a backhanded somersault, turning completely over, and the

wind being off land, he was out of reach before you could count six.

In less than twenty minutes he was lost to view. To say that we
felt cheap don't express it. As for Moses he fairly blubbered and

watched the shore for days in hopes to get that deer, but he never

did.
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Curling.

The following item concerning the origin and growth of this famous

Scottish game in our city, was furnished by our well known citizen,

John Dunlop

:

A short time ago Mr. J. Williamson, of Portage, published in a

paper of that village a history of curhng in the state, in which the

first games were set down as being played in Milwaukee, in 1847.

This opening of the subject has brought about an overhauling ofmem-
ories among old curlers, several of whom still reside in Milwaukee.

The first game of curhng had in this city and in the state, these gen-

tlemen say, was in 1846. At that time a club was organized with

the following members : James Murray, David Ferguson, John W.

Dunlop, Robert Gunyon, Findlay McFadyen, Archie McFadyen,

Thomas Kinney and Alexander McFarland. Mr. James Murray was

president of the club. Among others who joined in an occasional game

were William Harper, Rainey, J. WiUiamson and Gilbert Owen.

The games were played on the river at the foot of what is now Mason

street. The first curling stones ever put on ice here, according to

the same authorities, were a pair owned by John W. Dunlop and a

pair belonging to Mr. James Murray. The other players were

obliged to fall back on cast-iron. The club continued in existence

until 185 1, when a fire in a building where the curhng stones were

stored ruined them beyond redemption, and the bonny game suffered

a lapse until 1854, at which time the present club was organized.

Of the members of the old club Messrs. David Ferguson, John W.

Dunlop, Robert Gunyon, and William Harper, still reside in the city,

and, as stated by one of their number, are stih able to play a game.

Thomas Kinney is in Ireland, Findlay McFadyen is in Green Bay,

Alexander McFarland is in Waukesha county, and Gilbert Owen re-

sides in Portage. James Murray and Archie McFayden died many

years ago, and Rainey lost his hfe on the plains in 1849.

As to its present status, as well as the honors it has won and the

different medals awarded its members the Hon. John Johnston

has furnished the following

:

The Milwaukee curling club embraces one hundred members,

comprising many of the most influential business and professional

men in the city. It was organized in the office of William Young on
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October 26, 1865. The four officers were: A. McLaren, president
;

William Young, vice president
;
James A. Bryden, secretary and

treasurer; Hugh Hair and James A. Bryden, skips. The only mem-

bers now in the club which belonged to it originally are William

Young, James A. Bryden, John Johnston, J. W. Dunlop and P. Mc-

Geoch, five in all. The club has won trophies on many a hotly con-

tested field, both in Canada and the United States, and its members

point with pride to no fewer than fourteen gold and silver medals as

rewards of their skill and prowess.
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Milwaukee at the close of 1848 had, as has already been seen,

become a very respectable and enterprising city, and as they say in

our day when speaking of the prosperity of a town, things were boom-

ing. The past year had, as a whole been prosperous. A large num-

ber of new buildings had been erected, streets giaded, side-walks

made, and aside from the usual number of chronic grumblers,

with which every new city that is trying to go ahead, is cursed, no

one had any cause of complaint.

True, the attempt to construct the Lake Bluff Park, as well as the

widening of Spring Street, had been defeated, yet we were not left

destitute, we still had the common council, which was something.

And although "ethnologically"* speaking they were not a thing of

beauty
;
yet they afforded the citizens plenty of amusement during the

winter months, (one session counting same as an old time horse race

on the river.) Our population had now increased to 18,000. an in-

crease of 4,000 since 1847.

We had 300,000 bushels wheat in store at the close ot navigation.

*This is a Greek word and means diversity of species, and we had that, and
had it bad.

20
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Our shipments as has been seen in the previous chapter, had been large

and except with the politicians, who like the troubled sea are never at

rest, all was lovely. The changes among the mercantile community

were few, most of them remaining in their old quarters. The fall of

1848 had been quite mild, the first snow falling on the 23d of Novem-

ber, the river remaining open until the 30th, when the winter set in in

earnest, and from then until after the holidays the time was mostly

given to amusements such as firemen's balls, New England suppers,

concerts, negro minstrel performances, a species of amusement then

just coming into notoriety, and of which Milwaukee had her

full share for the next ten years, and even up to this day. But with

the advent of the new year, the people settled down to business

again. The politicians hied them to Madison to lobby for some pet

scheme and thus the winter passed away.

IMPROVEMENTS.

As an illustration of what was considered a first class store in

1849, I will give a synopsis of an article from the pen of Rufus King

in the Weekly Sentinel of February 7th upon the construction of the

block yet standing upon the southwest corner of East Water and

Detroit Streets and known as Nos. 283, 285, 287, 289 and 291 East

Water Street, a mere shanty to-day, when compared with some of

the mammoth stores, which article alter giving Jas. B. Martin's new

block (The Arcade*) a pufi", proceeds as follows :

Mr. Geo. F. Austin has just closed a contract for the erection of five stores on

the southwest corner of East Water and Detroit streets, which in the way of

superior construction, material used, and architectural arrangements, will he equal

to anything in the western country. This bloclc is to be four stories in height (it

is but three) the main building 6oxloo. The plan, as already drawn, displays

much art and skill in design.

There are to be five large windows extending from the floor of tlie second story

to the floor of the the fourth story, glass 12x14. The front and rear walls are to

be supported by iron column with an iron balconyf projecting in the front of each

opening in the second and third stories. 'The corner store will be 34 feet wide,

having two openings, the other three are 19 feet wide in front and rear. The out-

*Now 369 and 371 East Water street.

fThese, I think, were never put in, they certainly are not there now, neither do
I think the long windows as shown in the cut were ever put in. 'They were
probably put in the plan only, as they certainly are not there now.
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side appearance of tlie building cannot fail to be imposing, as it is to be decorated

with sculpture of the finest order (this was never put on) in various places, while

the internal decorations are alike calculated for the comfort and convenience of

those who may occupy them. The carpenter work is to be done by Messrs.

Shadbolt & Spaulding, (John Shadbolt, now of Shadbolt & Boyd, and the late

James D. Spaulding). The mason work was by Frank Charnley.* We also

understand that Mr. Ed. D. Baker will put up two stores adjoining on the south,

Nos. 279 and 281, the coming season.

f

Such is a brief sketch of these famous stores, that a Mihvaukeean

of to-day would not consider worth pulling down. They have had

their day, as well as their history ; have earned a large amount of

*Franci3 Charnley was a very prominent master builder. He built the present

courthouse. This was his last work in Milwaukee. He left for Chicago in 1875,

returned again in 1878 and went into the hardware business on Grand avenue, in the

present library building. He was a native of England and a wide-awake, energetic

man. In person he was short and stout, had a florid complexion, large features,

and was verv impulsive. He died at Milwaukee June 30, 1881, and was buried

in Forest Home.

fMr. Baker, however only built 279,281 was built by the late Richard G.

Owens,



168 MILWAUKEE UNDER THE CHARTER.

money for their owners, past and present, and are all occupied now.

They were, when built, to that corner what the Mack block is to-

day to its corner, and fully confirm the old adage, "that Rome was

not built in a day," and they will pass into history as the model

stores of their time.

Political.

There was a pubhc meeting held at the courthouse February i,

to discuss the proposed amendments to the first city charter, for it

is a fact that no sooner had the city commenced working under it,

than the politicians commenced to tinker it. One of the amend-

ments which they were in for was the removal of all limit to taxa-

tion, just what the solons (heaven save the mark) of the present

day want. "No restriction" is their motto.* This question was

discussed by Messrs. Kilbourn, Greulich, Huebschmann and Alanson

Sweet, in the affirmative, and Parcellett Potter, Dr. L. W. Weeks

and Leonard Kennedy, against.

At the same meeting Mr. Tweedy presented the draft of a bill for

the city to loan $100,000, to be increased to $250,000 if wanted, to

aid in the construction of a railroad from Milwaukee to Waukesha,

or to any railroad which would connect us with the Mississippi river,

which was adopted. This may, perhaps, be considered as the first

real step taken by the city in aid of the enterprise.

The Meeting at the Court House.

The meeting at the court house on Tuesday evening was, by the pressure of

events, after a partial discussion of the proposed amendment of the city charter,

turned into a railroad meeting. Although not present at the earlier part of the

evening, we were in time to hear some very sensible remarks from Mr. Tweedy,

Dr. Weeks, and others, upon the absolute necessity that lies upon Milwaukee to

arouse from her apathy, and make strenuous exertions to secure the trade of the

interior. But one sentiment was expressed on this subject, and the spirit and en-

thusiasm with which the proposition, that the city should lend her credit to the

railroad from here to the Mississippi, was received, gave good assurance that our

citizens are awake on the subject. A committee consisting of Messrs. Tweedy,

*By this it would appear that the project of the present board is not a new,
but an old idea revived. But, whether new or old, it is to be hoped that the good
sense of the people will never let it become a law, for if they do, the city will be
bankrupt inside of five years. Milwaukee wants no "Boss Tweed" to ever get
his deadly grip on her finances.
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Kilbourn, Jas. Kneeland, Weeks and Mitchell, was appointed, with directions to

digest a plan to enable the city to lend her credit to an amount not less than one,

nor more than three hundred thousand dollars, and to report the same, in the

shape of a law, at a meeting to be held in the court house, on Saturday evening

next. The character ot the committee is such as to guarantee a judicious and

well matured report, and all interested in the welfare of our city should be pres-

ent at the adjourned meeting.

"There is a tide in the affairs of men,
Which taken at the flood leads on to fortune;

Omitted, all the voyage of their life

Is bound in shallows, and in miseries.

On such a full sea are we now afloat
;

And we must take the current when it serves,

Or lose our ventures."

That tide invites us ^tcnv, and if we neglect to take advantage of it, there is

great danger that we shall be left a hulk on the strand.

The bill authorizing the construction of the Milwaukee and

Waukesha railroad, now the Prairie du Chien division of the Chi-

cago, Milwaukee and St. Paul, was passed at Madison February 27,

1847. The survey was commenced June 7, the same year, by

Benjamin H. Edgerton and John B. Vliet. The annexed is the first

official notice of the issuing of stock :

Milwaukee & Waukesha Railroad Company.

The stockholders in this company are hereby informed that the certificates of

stock are now ready for delivery, and may be had by applying to the secretary at

the office of the company in Holton's block.

B. H. Edgerton, Secretary.

Milwaukee, December 28, 1849.

The same paper also contained an elaborate article about James

H. Rogers contemplated hotel, (spoken of in previous chapter) on

the northeast corner of Wisconsin and East Water streets.

This building was to be 120 feet square, of brick, five stories in

height, exclusive of the basement and attic. The bar-room sixty

feet on Wisconsin and fifty on East Water street, was to have been

in the basement, together with the bath rooms and barber shop.

There were to have been three stores on the Wisconsin street front,

and six on East Water. The front entrance on Wisconsin street

was thirty-four feet in width, from which a circular stairway ascended

to the attic. In front of this entrance was a portico with columns

twenty-seven feet high and heavily ornamented. The Water
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Street entrance was six feet wide, with a private staircase on the

alley. The dinine room, to be 65x35 and twelve feet in height, was

on the second floor, also the ladies' and gents' parlors, reading room

and general office. Ladies' dormitory and bath room on third floor.

It was to contain 327 rooms, heated by a furnace. There was also

a balcony extending around the entire buildnig.

This article is inserted here to show the present Milwaukeeans

what a hotel was in contemplation in 1849, and, as can be seen, it

would have been a very imposing structure, and had it been built,

would have been a good investment for its owners. Geo. W. Mygatt

was the architect.

This gentleman, so prominent as an architect and building super-

intendent during the infancy of our city, finally had the softening of

the brain and died at Cornwall Bridge, Conn., where he had gone

to reside.

But no old settler could ever forget his pleasant face, or well

known form, neither will the work of his hands, in the form of

buildings, fail to be found in Milwaukee for years to come. He was

a kind-hearted, genial and generous man, too much so for his own

good. Peace to his memory. Mr. Mygatt was a half brother to

David P. Hall and Mrs. Robert Menzies.

The Milwaukee Sentinel gave the following notice :

Death of George W. Mygatt.

A private dispatch received here yesterday from Cornwall Bridge, Conn., an-

noimces the death of George W.Mygatt,one of Milwaukee's oldest residents,and the

pioneer architect of this city. Mr Mygatt started in business here when Milwau-

kee was but a village, and carried on a very successful business until a few years

ago, when he retired on account of age and poor health. He designed Ply-

mouth church, which for years was the grandest church building in the city, and

also prepared the plans for several other large stores and residences. He was a

member of Milwaukee Lodge No. 2, Order of Odd Fellows, which will take

charge of the remains on their arrival here, and arrange for the funeral. The

body will be interred at Forest Home Cemetery.

Great Fire.

This May 17th, southwest corner of East Water ard Mason

Streets, which destroyed every building on the west side of

East Water Street from Mason (south) to what is now number 409
East Water. The annexed is the account of this fire :
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GREAT FIRE IN MILWAUKEE.

From Thirty to Forty Thousand Dollars Worth of Property

Destroyed.

Between two and three o'clock on Thursday morning last, the alarm of fire

ran through the city, and by sunrise from thirty to forty thousand dollars worth

of property was destroyed. The fire began in the steam planing and stave factory

of Wm. Hawkins, on East Water Street, it then communicated speedily to Davis.

& More's stage barn, and S. B. Davis's livery stable, all of which were nearly

consumed before the engine arrived. The wind blew strong from the northeast,

and when we reached our office the sparks and cinders were flying over the build-

ing briskly. The wind soon changed more to the north, and blew down the river.

Nearly thirty buildings were consumed before the fire was arrested. The

Seiifi>2el o^CQ, though in a fire-proof building, was in great danger, and plenty of

persons were green enough to urge their services in breaking up the printing

office and knocking the type mio pi, but Mr. Fuller, the business partner, turned

the key on the crowd, and coolly told the outsiders that the first one who entered

the office to carry off anything, would be treated to a little " special jesse "—and

his firmness saved the loss of hundreds of dollars. The two buildings next north

of the Sentinel o^ce, were saved, though completely gutted.

The fire department were very active and efficient, and did itself great credit.

There was much pilfering during the removal of the goods. The fire was doubt-

less the work of an incendiary, as there had been no fire in the building where it

originated for some days. The mayor has offered a reward of $500 for the de-

tection of the incendiary.

The names of the losers are nearly as follows :

William Hawkins, planing and stave factory. Loss between $4,000 and $5,000

—no insurance.

John Lassell's chair factory. Less ^600—no insurance ; he loses everything.

William A. Prentiss, three buildings. Loss about 1,000—no insurance.

Davis & More, stage barn, blacksmith and waggon shops, several stages

coaches, 12 stage waggons, and a number of stage sleighs, together with 4,000

bushels of oats. Loss about $6,000—no insurance.

S. B. Davis, livery stable. Horses and most of his carriages saved. Insured

for $4,000, which fully covers the loss.

Owen Van Dyke, building and gun-shop. Stock mostly saved—no insurance.

Casper Mier, saloon and billiard room. Loss small—insured.

A. H. Bielfeld, building partially burned—fully insured.

A. McFadyen, small building—insurance 200, which nearly covers the loss.

H. Luther, three small buildings.

Empire saloon, estate of M. Cawker*. deceased. Loss about 1,500—insurance

300.

*Matthew Calker died the 28th of February 1849, ^^^ '^'s estate owned the

building.
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Mr. Butow, merchant tailor, small building.

E. D. Baker, grocery store—insured for 4,000.

A. Young, boot and shoe store, goods mostly saved. Loss not known.

G. J. Fowler, large building—insurance 1,500.

Mr. Delliker's grocery store.

Mr. Betz, leather store, goods mostly saved. Loss not known.

George Dyer, saddler and harness maker, goods saved. Loss small—insur-

ance.

George Mefcalf, meat market. loss from 200 to 400— fully insured.

E. Hathaway, three small buildings. Loss about 700.

Mr. Gillespie, grocery store, goods principally saved. Loss not known.

Edwin Palmer, carpenter's tools. Loss 200.

As an illustration of how some people will become excited at a

fire I would state that when it appeared probable that Mr. Dyer's

store was likely to burn, the goods all or mostly all, having been re-

moved, the late John La Point seized an ax, rushed into the

building and commenced cutting down one of the center pillars,

three of which run through the center of the store, as a support to

the second story, and who, when asked by A. J. Langworthy in the

usual classic language in vogue among the firemen when at a fire,

" What in hell he was about," replied, " O, this store is going to burn !

this store is going to burn!" He was quickly ejected by Andrew J,

a la stogy and that foolishness stopped.

The whole loss at this fire was $30,000, insured in the /Etna,

Columbus, of Ohio, Hartford, Wisconsin Fire and Marine, Mer-

chants' Mutual and the Equitable.

The supposed cause of the fire was incendiarism, for the detection

of which a reward of $500 was offered by the city. It also resulted

in the following circular being issued hy the chief engineer of the

fire dei)artment

:

Fire Department.

At a meeting of the chief engineer and assistants of the fire department, and

ofificers of the several fire companies, held at the council room on Friday, May

18, 1849, A. J. Langworthy, chief engineer, was appointed chairman, and G. N.

Cushman, secretary, when the following resolutions were unanimously adopted :

Resolved, That in case of all fires the engine to remain after the fire, shall be

taken in rotation, commencing with No. i.

Resolved, That the first engine to a fire take suction, the second take her butt,

and so on as far as it is necessary to form a line.
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Resolved, That we request the common council to make all streets ami alleys

running to the river, easy and accessible for the fire engines.

Resolved, That the officers of the several fire companies in this city, <lo at all

times and in all cases, vi^hen at a fire, obey the orders of the chief engineer or his

assistants, with promptness, without regard to circumstances, and therefore let

the responsibility rest entirely on those officers whether the fire is managed right

or wrong.

Resolved, That the ordinances for the prevention and extmguishing of fires,

be read at the monthly meetings of all the fire companies.

Resolved, That the chief engineer be instructed to request the common coun-

cil to disband hook and ladder company No. i, and ask of them to furnish a build-

ing and the necessary implements for a new company.

Resolved, That the proceedmgs of this meeting be published in botli the lui"-

llsh and German papers of this city.

A. J. L.\N(;woRTHV, Chairman.

G. N. CuSHMAN, Secretary.

Five Hundred Reward.

Officers of the police—Whereas from circumstances and evidence entitled to

credit, I am satisfied that the late extensive and disastrous fire in this city was

the work of one or more incendiaries—now theiefore, by virtue of the authority

given me in the premises, by the common council, for and in the name and behalf

of the city of Milwaukee, 1 offer a reward of five hundred dollars to any police

officer or other person or persons who shall arrest or furnish evidence that may

lead to the arrest and conviction of one or more of said criminds ; and I hereby

enjoin upon all the public officers in this city, activity and vigilance in the

premises.

Given under my hand at Milwaukee, this i8th day of May A. D. 1849.

D. A. J. Upham, Mayor.

This factory of Mr. Hawkins' was situated on the west side of

Front Street, between Mason and Oneida Streets, on lot ii, block i,

in the present Seventh ward ; it was rebuilt by Mr. Hawkins, who

occupied it for a short time, when it was sold to Messrs. F. V. and

C. H. Horning, by whom it was used as a planing mill below, and

as a sash, door and blind factory above, the writer being an em-

ployee there in 1853-4, after which it was converted into a Hour and

feed mill, by F. Y. Horning, who occupied it as such until pur-

chased (in 1866, I believe) by Mr. Adolph Meinecke, who convcrtctl

it into a factory for the manufacture of willow ware, and for which

purpose it is occupied to-day. And notwithstanding his subsecjuent

purchase of the adjoining lots and the erection of the present mam-
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moth structure, he has, as he stated to the writer February 27, 1884,

religiously preserved the old mill, neither could he be induced for

any amount of money to demolish it. Such in brief, is the history

of this pioneer mill.

The statement in the Sentinel oi February 12, 1884, in an obitu-

ary notice of Mr. Hawkins, that this factory stood at number 90

Wisconsin, where Alcott's drug store now stands, is incorrect.

There was never a factory of any description on Wisconsin Street.

Mr. Hawkins had a sale-room for cabinet furniture, for that was his

trade, at what is now 82 Wisconsin, but no factory. That as just

stated, was at the foot of Mason Street.

Correction.

I find it stated in the history of Milwaukee issued by the Western

Historical & Publishing Company, of Chicago, in 1881, page 1,512,

when sketching Mr. Meinecke ; that this mill was pulled down by

that gentleman. This is incorrect ; it is standing yet and is Hkely to

for many years to come unless destroyed by fire.

Biographical et Memorium.

William Hawkins was in many respects a remarkable man. He
came to Milwaukee in 1840, from Chepackit, Rhode Island,

and at once commenced to build up a business. His industry was

proverbial, he was never known to be idle. He was a first class

mechanic, but his inventive genius was his greatest gift. He be-

longed to that class of men who are always inventing some new

machinery, but out of which, if it proves valuable, others almost in-

variably reap the benefits. He would shake the bush, while others,

far below him in mental ability, would catch the birds. But for this

he cared very little, it never appeared to trouble him. The credit

of being the inventor of some wonderful piece of mechanism, even

if he made nothing out of it, was glory enough for him, and gave

him abundant .satisfaction. He was always cheerful, and enjoyed

life as he went along, took the world as it was and made the most of

it. There was just enough of the "Daniel Boone" spirit in him to

make him restless, consequently, California took him away to begin

the world anew. He returned here again, however, in 1863, with

the intention of remaining, but the death of Mrs. Hawkins, shortly
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after, caused him to change his mind again, and in 1869 he returned

to San Francisco, California, where he died February 11, 1884,

aged 70, and from where, in accordance with his wish, his remains

were returned to Milwaukee and laid away to their linal rest by the

side of his wife in our beautiful Forest Home.

Mr. Hawkins was of medium size, and possessed the compact and

wiry frame of the New England type. He had a large head, a fine

face, a clear blue eye and an unusually nervous temperament. He
had a clear ringing voice, spoke very deliberately and with an enun-

ciation uncommonly clear. He was not much of a talker, however,

but an unceasing thinker, a good friend, an honest man, a worthy

citizen, and will live in memory until the last one of the pioneer

band to which he belonged shall have been called to join him on the

other side of the river. He leaves four daughters and three sons.

The former are Mrs. C. L. Clason and Mrs. Geo. R. Ledyard, of

this city; Mrs. Thomas H. McEIroy, Chicago; Mrs. A. B. Clason,

Beaver Dam. Two sons were with him in San Francisco, and the

third is George W. Hawkins, of Albion, Michigan. Among the

floral offerings was a design in liHes, with the word "Father" written

in flowers. He was born in 18 14.

Biographical.

Maishall & lUsIey (Samuel Marshall and Charles F. Illsley,)

opened a saving bank in the old United States block. No. 144, old

number, new No. 342, in September this year. These gentlemen, who

are yet in business and who as bankers have been so successful, came,

as did nearly all the early business men of Milwaukee, for tlie first ten

years of its existence, trom the eastern states—Mr. Marshall from

Philadelphia, in 1846, and Mr. Illsley from Boston in 1847, landing

here February 22. His first employment was in Alex Mitchell's

bank, where he remained until September, 1849, when a partnership

was formed with Mr. Marshall, who, up to this time, had been doing

a brokerage business in the United States block, with Wm. J. Bell,

(afterwards McCrea & Bell,*) for the purpose of doing a general

banking business, their banking oftice being located at what is now

* Messrs Marshall & Bell dissolved April 17, after which Mr. M. was alone

until September.



176 MILWAUKEE UNDER THE CHARTER.

342 East Water street. It was also known as a savings bank. Here

they remained until 1853, growing in wealth and in the confidence

of the community, when their business had grown to such an extent

as to necessitate their seekmg new quarters, which they secured in

the Furlong block, southwest corner of East Water and Huron streets,

where they remained until 1872, when they purchased the old J. R.

Treat building,* on the southeast corner of East Water and Huron

streets, fitted it up, into which they removed, and where they have

remained until the present time.

This house made a famous record during all these years, and up

to the organization of the national banking system, when the western

banks were falling aronnd them Uke leaves, the house of Marshall &
Illsley never failed to pay, neither to my knowledge has its financial

soundness ever been questioned, in the thirty-three years it has been

doing business in Milwaukee, and with the exception of Mr. Mitchell,

this is the only one in the state, that has passed unscathed through

every financial crash from 1849, to the present. As business men

they are sharp and keen, quick to see, and prompt to act; two

qualifications without which a banker would never succeed.

In person Mr. Marshall is tall, straight as an arrow, he has a keen,

expressive eye, that while conversing with you is at the same time

taking notes. He is always courteous, dignified and gentlemanly,

and like S. S. Daggett or John H. Van Dyke, never allowing any

one to get too intimate with himself or his affairs. In rehgious faith

he is a Quaker, and possesses the same kind and gentle spirit for

which that worthy rehgious sect are so noted, and if he can say no

good of his neighbor, will say no evil. He is a RepubHcan, but takes

no part in politics. He walks with a very elastic step when on the

street, a place where he is seldom seen, except when coming from or

going to the bank, and although apparently absorbed in thought,

* 1 his building had been previously occupied by Messrs McCrea & Bell,

(Augustus L. McCrea and Wm. J. Bell,) as the Exchange Bank. Then Spink and

Armstrong, (James L. Spink & John Armstrong,) as the Milwaukee County

Bank, and by Messrs. M. B. Medbery, Jacob A. Hoover, John S. Harris, and

others, as stockholders and directors of the Marine Bank. Of these Mr. Spink is

in Minneapolis, Mr. Armstrong is in New York City, Mr. Harris is at present

surveyor general of Montana. Of the whereabouts of Messrs. McCrea and Bell I

have no knowledge. 'The others have crossed the dark river except it may be

Mr. Hoover, who, when last heard from, was keeping a saloon in California, and

was a complete wreck.
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never fails to see all that is going on around him, or greet all whom
he may meet with whom he is acquainted, with a word, or a nod of

of recognition. He dislikes all manners of pomp, show or excite-

ment, is a good judge of character, always estimates a man for what

he is, and not for what he appears to be, neither is he often deceived.

Mr. Marshall is very domestic, and except when at his place of

bussiness will (when in the city) always be found at home. He is

also very fond of books, is a great reader, and keeps well posted up

in all the scientific discoveries of the day. Such are some of the

personal characteristics of Samuel Marshall, one of Milwaukee's solid

men.

Mr. Illsley is of a different make. In person he is of medium

size and very muscular, he has a large head, a high forehead, a

clear lustrous eye, which fairly sparkles at times when in a pleasant

mood, (which he generally is) and a mouth indicating a strong will

with the courage to back it. He walks with a (juick nervous stride,

is nervous, much more so than Mr. Marshall, and if he wants a thing,

he wants it bad, and if it chance to be a matter of business, will not

rest until it is completed, no matter whether it be in his favor or

against him, .he wants it settled all the same. He understands all

the ''minutiae" of the banking business, knows the value as well as

the power of money and how to use it as weh as Mr. Marshall.

He too looks you squarely in the face when talking business, but in

conversation does not. He speaks quick and emphatic, and can say

no ifnecessary, keeps his word always, and expects others to do the

same. He is a very strong RepubUcan, and unHke Mr. Marshall in this

respect, does take an interest, as well as a part, (occasionally) in public

affairs. He too is a good judge of character, reads a man quick, and

is not easily deceived, but if once deceived, is not very Hkely to trust

that party again. He is fond of books, music and the fine arts, but

is not as great a reader as Mr. Marshall, his fondness for the society of

a few chosen, long life personal friends, causing him often to spend

an evening away from home, and to these few friends he is true. His

morals are faultless, and his life comes as near the "golden rule" as it

is possible for a banker to walk and make money. He has reached

a plane socially and financially, that tew men, compared with the great
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mass who start at the foot of the ladder ever succeed in reaching.

Such is Charles F. Illsley.

Among the new firms this year was that of Wardner & Williams

stone ware. J. Betz also opened a leather store at 407, East Water

street. The following notice was given in the papers :

Stone Ware Factory.

The establishment of Messrs. Wardner & Williams, in the fourth ward, is

turning off stone ware of the fust quality, to the extent of their capacity for

manufacturing. The building is 90x20 feet, with a wing adjoining, and business

office in front. They have for some time past, sold about $600 of ware a month

—the market ahriost entirely in the city, and country west of us. They use

about three hundred tons of clay in a year, which is brought from Ohio, and also

about nine cords of wood per week. Four journeymen and three common hands

are employed—all busy—and more will soon be constantly occupied, as the de-

mand is daily increasing.

City Hotel.

This year also witnessed the enlargement of the City Hotel, after

which it was leased to Messrs. Dickson and Skinner.

A new store was also opened in No. 2, Walker block, South Water

street, by I. Harmond & Co. They remained, however, only a

short time. They came from Chicago. Their advertisement would

have answered for the largest wholesale store in the city to-day.

Biographical.

Among those who came in 1849 who have become noted as suc-

cessful master builders and stone and brick masons, was John Roberts

from Manchester, England. Mr. Roberts worked as a journeyman

for two years after his arrival, when he commenced for himself, and

from that time until the present has been very successful, and has

superintended the erection of a large number of buildings, his

crowning work being Hon. Alex Mitchell's famous bank and the

Chamber of Commerce building, neither is it probable that anything

superior to them will be erected in Milwaukee for many years to

come, if ever. He is a splendid mechanic and possesses the happy

faculty of working men, with profit to them as well as himself, and

is at present superintending the construction of the magnificent

block now in the process of erection on the northwest corner o^

Milwaukee and Mason streets, by Hon. C. L. Colby, for the use of
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the Wisconsin Central railroad, which, when complete, will be an
ornament to the city.

This block will probably be Mr. Roberts' last contract as he has

now reached the autumn of life ; has become very wealthy and will

surrender the chieftainship (so to speak) to his son, who bids fair to

equal his father in his profession, and will, if he Hves, be one of Mil-

waukee's prominent contractors and master builders, in the coming
years. Mr. Roberts is very unassuming in manners and very reti-

cent, makes few new acquaintances, but stands by the old. In per-

son he is medium in height, stoutly built, has auburn hair, blue eyes,

clear cut features, a florid complexion, speaks short, and with a

slight EngHsh accent. He walks with an easy swinging step, his

arms held a little out from his body, with the palms of his hands

turned forward ; a peculiarity seldom seen, his head, at the same time,

held a httle to one side (the right.) He is very domestic and in every

respect as to morals, a model man. May he yet live many years to

enjoy the fruits of his labors.

Henry S. Burton, was at No. 7 Spring Street, this year (Holton's

block) with a stock of groceries and leather findings, soap and

candles.* This gentleman was when living, one of Milwaukee's

most respected citizens and business men. He was a large and

powerful built man, the picture of health, strictly temperate, never

tasting anything stronger than coffee. But notwithstanding this he

had the most florid complexion of any man in the city, so highly

colored in fact, as to lead a stranger to set him down at first sight as

a regular bummer. It is related of him that while on his way to

New York on the old steamer lUinois, way back in the fifties, that

some one who was fond of the cup that inebriates, spotted him for a

boon companion and at once invited him up to the bar to wood up,

which invitation was, of course, refused. The invitation was re-

located, however, several times before reaching Buffalo, and each time

refused, but as they were about to enter Bufl'alo, the young

bummer, who had, of course, supposed Mr. Burton had simply been

playing oft", and drinking on the sly, approached him with a "say!

*Mr. Burton had a soap and candle factory in Chestnut Street, burnt April 21,

1849. He was also the founder of the present (actory of B. J. Johnson on West

Water Street.
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old fellow, you have played this dodge long enough, and as we are

soon to part, come and take a farewell glass with me." And received

the same reply, " no sir, I never drink." At this, the astonished

young bummer gazed at Mr. Burton for a moment in silence, after

which, with a look of disgust upon his face at what he no doubt

considered was a big he, (at the same time pointing to iVTr. Burton's

face,^ he blurted out, " n-e-ve-r-d-r-i-n-k. Then d you take in

your sign."

Mr. Burton often used to relate that incident when any one re-

ferred to his face. He died of erysipelas, July 23, 1863.

Daily Wisconsin''s first issue January i, 1849.

A new grocery was also opened at 405 East Water, by John

S. Fillmore.

Mr. Fillmore came to our city in 1843, from Buffalo, New York,

and was for many years prominent as a fireman, real estate agent

and grocer, but more particularly in connection with the Sentinel,

which, as stated in vol. 2, page 124, he purchased of Jason Downer,

in 1845, for Gen. Rufus King and himself, and with which he was

connected as business manager for several years. He was probably

as good a man to manage boys as we ever had. He had fair business

abilities, but was too fond of changing about, and finally went to

Denver, where he was P. M., and agent for the American express,

and where he accumulated a handsome fortune. I befieve he died in

Denver.

Foundry.

Messrs. Turton & Sercomb,Thomas Turton and John Sercomb, were

at 298 and 300 West Water street this year. Both of these gentle-

men died several years ago. They were Enghsh.

A Free Concert.

Great complaint was made this year about the frogs in the pond

at the court house square. The htttle "batrachians" disturbed the

neighbors. "Too bad, wasn't it."

Great Fire.

A fire broke out at 171 East Water street, (now 369) Friday 20th,

which consumed that and Nos. 367, 371 and 373. Among those

burnt out, were James F. Smith at 171, grocery ; Alba Kimball, 167,
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andTownsend & Kane, t^dwin Townsend and Philander Kane, i6g,

commission ; and Hiram Mabbitt,* at 173, general merchandise. This

district was all re-built again by James B. Mardn,Abram F. Claik

and Mrs. Canfield, who own the ground; that erected by Mr. Martin

being the Arcade, and which his heirs own to-day.*

Boots and Shoes.

Henry Freeman, successor to WilHam Pierce, (who died of cholera)

United States Block. Mr. Freeman is yet living in Milwaukee.

St. Charles saloon, opened by D. Curran, on the south v»est corner

of Wisconsin and Main street, (Broadway) great resort for the

boys.t

Off for California.

There was a great amount of emigration from Milwaukee, Port

Washington, Racine, and other places, this year for California.

The gold fever was at its height, and the streets were filled for days

at a time with the teams, all ready, or getting ready, to cross the

plains for this land of gold. The Wisconsin of March 6, in describ-

ing one of these teams writes as follows : "Mr. Heniy Allen, with

his brother William, of the firm of Allis & Allen, of this city, Avith

two others from Port Washington, left to-day for California. They

were accompanied by John Alexander and William Quigly.| Luck at-

tend them."

I remember this start. Job Haskell, who was one of the party,

wass welling around the city in a red flannel shirt, armed "cap-a-pie,"

for two days before they went, as perfect a representative of a brig-

and as one would wish to see. He was then over 60 years old. In

speaking of him the Wisconsin has the following :

*Hiram Mabbett who for many years was a prominent and wealthy man in

Milwaukee, left a few years ago for Council Bluffs, where he lost his property and

finally became insane, and has been returned to Milwaukee and is now at the asylum

in Wauwatosa. He built the brick veneered dwelling north west corner of Cass

and Martin streets, in the Seventh ward, afterwards the residence of the late John
Bradfoid and now of Capt. Dawes. Mr. Mabbett was a genial, whole-sDulcd man,

full o< life and energy. He is now over 80 years of age.

tl believe this basement has been about as tou^h a place (or was for many years)

as could be found in the city. At present it is a barber shop.

iThis Mr. Quigly lived on the southeast corner of Main and Martin Streets. I

have a solid mahogany table which I purchased of him for $8.50, that is over one

hundred years old.
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An Armed Californian.

Judge Job Haskell did not leave for California on Tuesday in company with Mr.

Alexander, as was stated. He intends to join that company at P^ort Independence,

on the Missouri. He leaves here to-day, on horseback, armed to the teeth, with

a belt girded with revolvers and bovvie knives, and a rifle slung over his back. We
should not be at all surprised to see his name conspicuous in California.

Spring business opened lively this year; freight fifteen cents to

Buffalo, to-day it is three and a half, sonie difference.

Hotel, Chancje.

The Tremont house, southwest corner of Main and Michigan,

changed owners this spring. The purchasers were W. B. & H.

Watkins.

A bill for a new bridge at the foot of Broadway was passed at

Madison this year ; also one for a market at the present City Hall.

The market, however, did not reniaiii in the building but a short

time ; it was too small.

More Trouble.

Some one bored a hole in the float at the west end of Spring

Street bridge this spring and the old fabric sunk. As the Dutch-

man said, " Some tam Yankee makeblendy droublesmit dot bridge,"

(and they did.)

BIOGRAPHICAL.

Fred. E. L. Willmanns.

Among the Germans who sought a home in Wisconsin in 1849,

was the gentleman whose name stands at the head of this sketch.

He came from Bremen. His first employment was as clerk for the

firin of Willmanns & BosseUer, dry goods, at what is now 350 Third

Street, which position he filled until 1855, when Mr. Bosselier re-

turned to Germany, and Mr. Willmanns became a partner, which

continued until 1858, when the firm was dissolved on account of the

La Crosse Railroad Company wanting the ground upon which their

store stood for a depot, and the subject of this sketch went into the

Second Ward Bank, where he remained until 1865, when he went

into politics, ran for, and was elected to the oftice of city treasurer,

and in 1867 comptroller, both of which he filled with honor. He is
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too conscientious, however, to make a successful politician and has

retired to private life. Mr. Willmanns is a man of business ability,

but lacks the push so necessary in this country, to make a success
;

consecjuently with all his industry, he will never get rich in gold.

But in the esteem of his fellow citizens he stands high, and that is

better than gold. He is an honest and useful citizen, and as a rep-

resentative German, is a model that more of them would d(j well to

pattern after. May his shadow never be less.

New Eun.DiN<;s.

Mr. A. L. Kane nearly finished a neat block of stores on the

south west corner of Main and Huron streets. The building

was of wood, two stories high, and the lower story was divided into

four stores, each 17 feet front by 30 deep, which were fitted up in

neat style. The upper story was occupied as a billiard room.

On Michigan street, between the Tremont House and East Water

street, Mr. Kane also erected a new brick building, 70 feet front by

27 feet deep, and two stories high, with a very tasteful front, finished

in a novel style, at once light and pleasant. The lower story was

divided into four compartments, each with a front and back room snug

and neat, intended for offices. A balcony runs the whole length oi the

front, intended as an entrance to the upper rooms—reached by a

staircase on the outside, at the end of the building. The upper

rooms were intended for offices. The whole block was considered

an ornament to the street on which it stood.

There was a great freshet this year, March 15, which damaged

Oneida street bridge badly and swept oft" the one at the Kinnikinnick.

Political.

At the spring election this year, the late Dr. Johnson,- who was

something of a wag, but a very, smart man, being thoroughly disgusted

with the course pursued by the politicians in order to get oftice, came

before the people with the following address, as an independent can-

didate for aldermanic honors.

To the Electors of the First Ward :

Gentlemen: Believing that the tax payers of the First ward would be willing to

give their support to a candidate for alderman who would act entirely independent

of party and who has no self-interest in view (were such a one to offer his services,)
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I take the liberty which I hope may be a pardonable one, of offering my honorable

self for the office. I know that this course is not orthodox or in keeping with the

shameful course in general use in making nominations, long before the time for

election, without any reference to the wishes of the tax payers. I care nothing for

Whigs, Democrats, or Free Soilers, and offer myself not as the candidate of any

party, but as a people's candidate. The strictest economy and low taxation is my

motto. To keep out of debt is as good for a city as for an individual. If the voters

of the First Ward want such a man, here am I. I shall get no tickets printed ;

ask no man to vote for me or feel under any obligation to any one that does.

There is no pay attached to the ofhce that I know of, and I can't thank any man to

help put me in a position to work for nothing and board myself.

Jas. Johnson.

This was the most independent electioneering call I ever read, but it

was just like the doctor, who was one of the most independent

spirited men in the city as well as for many years one of our most

active and influential business men. He was much in office as

alderman, councilman and health officer. He was a man of fine

literary attainments, good business abilities, and as a doctor of medi-

cine, very successful. He was a fine looking man, a fluent speaker

and a ready writer. In religious faith he was a Catholic and in

politics a Democrat,* but not so radical as to prevent his voting for

a Republican occasionafly if he thought him the best man. The

writer knew the doctor intimately for many years, and was in the

common council with him in 1867-8, when as chairman of the water

works committeet he found the doctor a valuable adviser. He

possessed uncommon social qualities and was one of the most

genial companions (if he liked you) that one would wish to have,

but if he disliked you, you would quickly find it out. He was a

native of Ireland and had all the Irishman's love for that historic

land. He died at Milwaukee, February 6, 1882. Peace to his

memory.

The Republicans failed to put in a full ticket, but nominated B.

*It is perhaps proper to state that Doctor Johnson voted the Republican ticket

for a few years and was elected to office upon that ticket several times, but he

subsequently returned to the old party and died in full communion with it.

fThe author was chairman of the committee on water works in 1867-8, and

wrote the first report ever made upon that matter. He was also chairman of the

Seventh Ward park committee and made the first report upon that, both of which

can be found on file among the council proceedings of that year.
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H. Edgerton for mayor, who received 537 votes. The following

were elected :

Charter Election.

The result of the charter election in this city on Tuesday last was briefly stated

in our paper on yesterday morning. The People's ticket for aldermen and con-

stables succeeded in part or entire in every ward. The officers for the ensuing

year are as follows :

Mayor—Don. A. J. Upham.

Treasurer—Charles Giesberg.

Aldermen.

First ward—Alanson Sweet, James Nugent, A. Ehlebracht.

Second ward—Jacob A. Hoover, A. Greulich, I. A. Lapham.

Third ward—Wm. Stupenski, John Webb, John Hayden.

Fourth ward— E. D. Holton, C. H. Williams, Wm. Wedemeyer.

Fifth ward— R. M. Sweet, H. U. Shumway, Wm. P. Merrill.

Constables.

First ward—Andrew Lienhart.

Second ward—C. A. Brocket.

Third ward—Patrick Guerin.

Fourth ward—Michael Keane.

Fifth ward—J. Lewis.

Election Curiosities.

Among the Independent tickets that have been handed to us as polled among

the scattering is as follows :

Independent Ticket.

For Mayor—Old Bray.

For Treasurer—C. A. Tuttle.

For Aldermen—D. C. Bancroft,* David Bonham,f Joseph Palmer.j

This, instead of an Independent ticket, was a regular Democratic ticket ;
all

the names being those of well-known and distinguished members of the Demo-

cratic party, and the candidate for treasurer especially, having been indorsed by the

Wisconsin last spring, as a young man who had been tried, as by fire, and came

out pure ! It is said that this gentleman's absence from the city is owing to the

fact that he didn't want to be tried again.

Board of School Commissioners and Officers for 1849.

First ward—James Johnson, Geo. E. H. Day, Joseph Curtis.

Second ward—I. A, Lapham, Dr. Huebschmann, D. Van Deeren.

Third ward—P. Potter, Rufus King, J.
McManman.

*Defaulter. fMurderer. ^Swindler.
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Fourth ward—Sidney L. Rood, E. D. Holton, Haven Powers.

Fifth ward—Daniel Waite,* F. B. Putman, Chas. H. Larkin.

E. D. Holton, president, Haven Powers, secretary.

The school commissioners are appointed by the common council and hold their

office for the term of three years.

The report of the committee on finance was submitted at the last

meeting of the outgoing board, April i2,t after which the new board

was sworn in, and the following resolutions adopted :

By Alderman A. Sweet,— Resolved, that P. B. Hill be retained as clerk pro

tem., until otherwise ordered. Adopted.

By Alderman Greulich—Resolved, that the rules of the late common council, be

and the same are hereby adopted, as the rules of the present council, until other-

wise ordered. Adopted.

The mayor then appointed the following persons as a teniparary alms house

committee : Messrs. Holton, Sweet, Merrill, Greulich and Slupenski.

By Alderman Ehlebracht—Resolved, that the present city marshal hold his place

pro tem. until otherwise ordered. Adopted.

On motion the council adjourned, to Saturday next, untill 7. P. M.

P. B. Hill, clerk pro tem.

John E. Cameron succeeded Messrs. Ludington & Garland in

the paper mill at the foot of Second Street this spring.

The ice left the river March 14, and April 14 brought us our first

boat from below, the propeller Petrel, Capt. Kelsey.

STEAMERS.

The side wheel steamers from below this year were the Albany,

Capt. Chas. L. Gaeger; A. D. Patchin, H. Whittaker; St. Louis,

F. Wheeler; Superior, Wilkinson; Keystone State, T. H. Richards;

Union, W. T. Pease; Louisiana, A. Appleby; Sultana, G. Appleby;

Globe, J. Watkms, and a large number of propellers.

BLOWING UP THE COMMON COUNCIL.

Some fellow goes for the Common Council thusly:

Mr. Editor: Ours is a great city, and we take care to let the world know it.

Perhaps if some of our peculiarities in city management, called expenditures,

were accurately put on record, posterity might be benefited by their study, if not

*In place of the author, who declined a reappointment.

fThis report is too voluminous for insertion here, as well as perhaps of no par-

ticular interest to the present generation.
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by their effect. Like all large cities we have a Mayor and Aldermen. But it is

doubtful if any city or corporation exists that can pass laws and ordinances with

the facility and lapidity of ours. A perusal of the weekly Common Council pro-

ceedings reminds one of a mixed train at full speed. The passengers, guards

and luggage pass in rapid review. To summarize particulars in either case would

be hopeless. We are generally presented with a long list of appropriations, from

the city funds, but whether the expenditures are judicious or not is a very difficult

matter for one not inside the ring to determine, as the report seldom contains any

information of the name or account to whom the money is appropriated.

These remarks were called out by the removal of the house on .Spring Street

Bridge, a building that cost some four hundred dollars a short time previous.

Signed, TAX FAYKR.

To say that our Council in tho.se days were not a little peculiar in

their way of doing things, occasionally, would not be true. But then

they did as well as could be expected of them. The "^\ebsterian

heads" were scarce in that body, and what they lacked m brains

they made up in noise, same as the present board.

Chubbuck & Noyes, grocers, John W. Chubbuck and Chas.

A. Noyes, were at No. 6 Spring Street this year.

Mr. Noyes, who was from the village of Lancaster, N. H., has

been station keeper at Kilbourn City for the last twenty years.

Of the whereabouts of Mr. Chubbuck I have no certain knowl-

edge. He went from here to Mackinac.

Ellis Worthington, came this year from Hartford, Conn.

Mr. Worthington was quite prominent as an insurance man for

several years, but finally returned to Hartford, where he still resides.

I remember Mr. Worthington well. He was very much of a gentle-

man, very kind hearted, but not very aggressive or ambitious.

BIOGRAPHICAL.

Among the horse miUiners who pitched their tents in our city

during its infantile years was our well known fellow citizen (Jeo,

Dyer, who came here from Racine in 1S47, and opened a harness

shop at No. 211 (now 409) East Water Street, where he with others,

as has already been stated, was burned out in the fire which destroyed

nearly all that portion of the block between Mason and \\'isconsin

Streets, May 17, 1849, which compelled him to remain idle until his

Store, which was damaged slighdy, was being repaired by J. W.

Pixley, which was soon accomplished, and business again resumed
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and continued until 1S57, when requiring more room he removed to

Cross Block, at what is now No. 334, where he was again burned

out in the winter of 1859, when he removed to 183 (now 381) East

Water Street, where he was again driven out by fire in 1872, after

which he removed to Heidie's Block, 373 and 375 East Water Street,

in October, 1872, where he remained until 1882 (ten years), when

he removed to the Layton building (the old Nazro store), 321 and

323 East Water Street, where he is to-day.

Mr. Dyer is the only one of the craft, as far as the writer can

remember, who has been in the harness and saddlery business con-

tinuously since 1847, to the present, 1883. He has built up a large

trade, and is known for his fair deaUng all over the Northwest. He

is thoroughly conversant with all the details of the harness trade,

and keeps an immense stock, his present trade being mostly whole-

sale. He is also very industrious, always to be found at his store,

when in the city. In person Mr. Dyer is short and stout, but not

corpulent. He has a large head, dark hair, dark blue eyes in which

a mischievous smile is often seen. His face is round and full. He

is not much of a talker, but is a great reader. He is very generous

and beheves in doing good always, and can truthfully be classed

among our best citizens. He is one of the " land-marks." In

poHtics he is a Repubhcan, and in religious faith a Unitarian. Mr.

Dyer is now, Hke the rest of the early men, well down the western

horizon of life's journey, and with them will soon be called to cross

the dark river and be at rest.

Hiram R. Bond.

This gentleman, so well known in Milwaukee as a contractor

and mason, came to our city from Rochester, N. Y.,July 4, 1846,

and went into partnership with his uncle, Moses P. Bond, at that

time one of our contracting master masons. He soon, however,

struck out for himself and from that time to the present—except a

short period in the lumber business—has been among the promi-

nent master masons of the city and has superintended the erection

of a large number of buildings. Among those that bear his marks

are the Birchard Block, Nos. 149 to 159 West Water Street, A. J.

W. Pierce's Block, 158 and 160 West Water, Luscomb & Pierce,
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Samuel D. Luscomb and Robert W. Pierce, 120 to 128 West Water.

The old Nazro store 321 to 323 East Water; the two Hicks build-

ings, 329 to 333 and 336 to 340 Broadway ; the Cross Keys, northeast

corner of East Water and Detroit Streets ; the First Baptist church

on Jefferson ; the Emanuel Church on Astor Street ; the Library

Building on Grand Avenue ; the present I'lankinton House, to which

he is now, June, 1883, building an extension as well as a large num-

ber of private dwellings. As a builder, Mr. Bond has been un-

usually successful and has accumulated a handsome competency.

He is a very public spirited and worthy citizen, holds a high rank in

the community, and to know that his name is affixed to a contract

is a guarantee that the work will be well done. He is both honest

and conscientious, and will always do as he agrees whether he loses

or makes by it. He is a prominent member of the West Side Bap-

tist Church on Grand Avenue and takes a deep interest in the cause

of religion and morality. He is also a leading member of the

Masonic fraternity, in the success of which he also takes a deep

interest. In person Mr. Bond is of the medium height, compactly

built and very muscular. He has dark hair and dark blue eyes, a

florid complexion, walks with a quick regular step, his whole form

erect, speaks somewhat quick, his words coming out with a rolling

intonation, and can see what is going on without appearing to look

in any particular direction, knows just what he wants, and can han-

dle a large force of men to good advantage. Mr. Bond is just in

the prime of hfe and usefulness, and is a hard worker. In political

faith he is a Republican, but not a politician, although he often

takes an active part in the municipal affairs of the city, but the cor-

ruption and rascality incident to and that forms a large part of a

successful politician's capital stock, he will not wink at and will

have nothing to do with, and consequendy is not popular (politically)

with the masses, but with that portion of our comunity who are in for

honesty in politics as well as in business, he is looked upon not only

with respect, but with pride, and has their full confidence. Such is

Hiram R. Bond, a first class man and a useful citizen.

iMPROVEiMENTS.

An effort was made this year to convert River street, (which up

23



190 MILWAUKEE UNDER THE CHARTER.

to this time had been a bayou,) into a market with a dock thirty

feet wide and 1800 long, between the bayou and the river proper,

with a market 160 by 1800. It failed however. Had this project

been carried out this property would have been very valuable, but

as it is now, it is worth very little.

The following streets upon the south side were graded this year

:

Virginia, from Hanover to Grove ; Grove, from Virginia to Elizabeth

;

(now National avenue,) and Elizabeth west to the west line of

Walker's Point addition ; also a plank sewer was constructed on

Division from Market to the river.

Kilbourn mill (now the Dairy) was built this year by John Ander-

son, two run stone.

Iron Foundry.

Walton's iron foundry and locomotive works, were built this year

on the south west corner of Reed and South water. It was 40 by 70,

two stories high, the moulding room was square. The first loco-

motive built in the state, (the Milwaukee,) was built here ; she is yet

runnmg. This building was known as the Menomonee locomotive

works. The firm was Lee & Walton, Lewis L. Lee and Wm. Walton.

Mr. Walton is still living in Washington, D. C. Mr. Lee died

several years ago. The business was a failure, neither of the part-

ners having sufficient executive ability to run such an establishment

with success.

TEMPERANCE.

A movement in the interest of temperance was made this year,

and, as an indication of the interest taken in the matter, I will insert

the call, and also the proceedings at the meeting under the call,

which to an old settler is interesting, as notwithstanding all this many

whose names are appended to this call died from intemperance* and

others will.

The annexed is the report of the meeting, after which they

adjourned, and that was the last of it. The work of making drunk-

ards went on all the same, protected by license, until it has become

* The law here referred to was passed at the second session of the Legislature,
held January, 1849, ^^d published in the Revised Statutes for that year, chap. 29.
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one of the greatest—if not the greatest—industries of our country.

Will it ever stop?

PUBLIC CALL.

All the friends of Temperance, and of law and order in this city, are earnestly

invited to attend a Mass Meeting, on Friday evening, 25th inst., at the Methodist

Episcopal Church, for the purpose of determining the proper course to be pursued

in the present crisis of the Temperance cause in this city and .State, (jcn. Riley,

and several other speakers, will be present and address the meeting.

G. J. Fowler,

J. S. Douglas,

H. Smith,

L. S. Kellogg,

D. Newhall,

B. B. Bird,

J. Downer,

G. P. Hewitt,

F. Y. Horning,

H. Mabbett,

T. M. Wilcox,

Abner Kirby,

Henry M. Robinson,

E. L. Shannon,

Martin Cline,

J. Burns,

G. L. Williams,

b. L. Rood,

Samuel Ludington,

John McCullough,

A. S. Sanborn,

W. L. Calkins,

D. B. Maxfield,

Peter Marteneau,

T. F. Barly,

H. Powers,

F. Downey,

A. W. Butter,

Clark Ingersoll,

James Tesch,

H. M. Beecroft,

J. W. Vail,

J. K. Webster,

D. C. Reed,

Win. H. Byron,

James P. Greves,

Benj. B. Richards,

E. P. Smith,

Wm. Duane Wilson,

H. J. Orton,

G. B. Miner,

G. Barry,

Joseph Binns,

A. L. Chapin,

J. D. Spalding,

C. F. Ilsley,

Lewis Raymond,

M. L. Skinner,

Adam Ernst,

J. Bromile,

A. N. Passmore,

H. B. Van Buren,

Daniel Murphy,

P. Yale,

J. W. Chubbuck,

D. Wells, Jr.,

H. Warner,

Geo. Cogswell,

B. H. Edgerton,

J. Kimball,

W. Pettey,

William A. Prentiss,

John Plankinton,

W. S. Burton,

W. Kinney,

W. Brown, Jr.,

Thomas A. Gerry,

Henry Miller,

Williams Lee,

Jas. Farr, Jr.,

Egbert Moseley,

E. Cramer,

H. VV. Tenney,

J. B. Cross,

R. J. Faries,

T. C. Stickney,

Charles Horning,

Peter McLaughlin,

W. W. Lake,

L A. Lapham,

John E. Garner,

J. Rooney,

H. G. Goff,

U. H. Metcalf,

J. Magie,

John Jameson,

G. E. H. Day,

S. Blanchard,

G. Pfister,

J. Ludington,

J. Campbell,

S. Ercanbrack,

E. Butterfileld,

D. Williams,

E. A. Calkins,

C. Shues,

John Tesch,

J B. Oakley,

Hiram F. Story,

T. Barrow,

R. M. Sweet,

E. Saph,



192 MILWAUKEE UNDER THE CHARTER.

I. M. Loomis,

Alex. Campbell,

A. Gilbert,

E. P. Allis,

H. K. Edgerton,

Wm. Southwell,

L. J. Earwell,

Ered Wardner,

Lafayette Lake,

H. P. Peck,

Jacob Deily,

G. L. Dickerson,

Joseph Nicoll,

G. B. Stebbins,

C. S. Hurley,

H. Shurley,

M. C)rth,

H. C)sborn,

Joseph H. Yewdale,

A. K. Blanchard,

Chas. O. Belden,

H. N. Wells,

Joshua Hathaway,

Henry Wells,

James Burr,

C. R. Densen.

T. E. Thompson,

Charles James,

D. Bun,

C. Shepard,

G. F. Sherwood,

M. F. Hubbard,

S. Gardner, Jr.,

Edwin Palmer,

Albert Graveraet,

C. D. Finch,

P. C. Hale,

John Gale,

Lewis Benton, Jr.,

I. S. Baker,

F. J.
Blair,

A. H. Atkins,

I. M. Colgate,

Geo. Hastings,

M. Dinkert,

John Rives,

H. J. Nazro,

D. S. Goodwin,

0. G. Lange,

A. F. Cady,

A. W. Kellogg,

David P. Lake,

John C. Cramer,

Joseph Osmund,

W. Schern,

C. Wardner,

T. C. Gurney,

Joseph Paige,

Koch e nick,

John Passmore,

N. E. Cooledge,

A. Finch, Jr.

W. Gorham,

B. Paine,

Albert Smith,

N. Ludington,

1. Sawyer,

W. Warner,

F. A. Root,

L. Kennedy,

W. Atwater,

Seth Parsons,

W. A. Whahng,

J. N. Fmk,

Wm. Boughton,

E. Friend,

James E. Wilson,

James Kneeland,

H. L. Page,

E. R. Persons,

J. N. Bonesteel,

Lubbes Otto,

Henry Fess, Jr..

E. Eldred,

C. Steele,

G. P. Hewett,

Edward L. Button,

Gilbert Walters,

S. Whalen, Jr.,

James L. Farwell,

F. Wm. Scheirt,

Wm. Peterman,

C. Shepardson,

W. H. Gary,

Fred. P. Bohl,

T. L. Baker,

S. B. Grant,

Robert Ormsby,

Joseph Cunis,

Jas. McK night,

Wm. Hawkins,

Lav/rence Alf,

John P. McGregor,

V. A. W. Merrill,

J. W. Hemenway,

D. A. J. Upham,

C. F. LeFevre,

William Gillespie, Jr.

Lewis Scheifley,

Dayton Jiurr,

H. Vanderen,

J. Whitney,

J. H. Paine,

J. J. Miter,

Lyndsey Ward,

James Camack,

H. Canfield,

' H. A. Foote,

Hiram Miller,

Caleb Wall,

J. T. Bradford,

S. C. Bridges,

E. Goddard,

Louis Otto,

F. Rucedell,

S. J. Van Vechten,

R. H. Burton,

G. F. Austin,

D. Ferguson,
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Henry H. Williams,

T. J.
McClure,

John S. Harris,

Alba Kimball,

H. Clarke,

J. F. Smith,

Alex. Roney,

Robert Bright,

Wm. A. Tucker,

Wm. O'Brien,

G. C. Hathaway,

H. Newhouse,

Isaac Straz,

O. C. Otis,

H. B. Merrill,

Andrew Lienhart,

Wm. David,

W. Deily,

E. C. Quiner,

E. D. Darwin,

John L. Combes,

J. B. Smith,

J. Webb,

W. Taintor,

W. E. Bassett,

G. C. Wright,

F. B. Ward,

A. Ely,

F. J. Bosworth,

W. B. Johnson,

E. Edwards,

Robert Harper,

John B. VHet,

P. B. Hill,

W. Calhoun,

S. M. Booth,

M. W. Clarke,

Ezra Lowell,

C. W. Burback,

P. Carpenter,

J. H. Silkman,

M. Keenan,

J. N. Rogers,

S. C. West,

John Ogden,

C. A. Place,

Chas. F. Peirce,

Joseph Knurr,

0. G. HiUaid,

J. Carey,

1. A. Hopkins,

Jacob Steinhart,

W. H. Watson,

E. B. Dickerman,

J. F. McMi^llen,

Wm. Turner,

F. McFall,

W. T. Battle,

A. A. Norwood,

A. W. Hatch,

Samuel Aldred,

H. Courtenay,

Geo. G. Dousman,

Chas. A. Noyes,

H. Bosworth,

C. H. Hill,

P. S. Booth,

L. M. Gates,

John Mitchell,

Jacob Bertschy,

R. B. Carter,

Joseph Carter,

Christian Mehl,

J. T. Sinclair,

James Saville,

Thomas Carpenter,

J. E. Wardner,

Geo. King,

W. A. Clark,

J. Carpenter,

S. S. Daggett,

Allen Johnson,

E. D. Holton,

H. H. West,

William Phillips,

L. H. Lane,

J. W. C. Langworth,

J. M. Van Slyck,

Timothy O'Brien,

Sam'l Marshal],

Henry Ranns,

Solomon Adler,

L. D. Gordon,

John Nazro, Ir.,

William J. Bell,

Wm. Edwards,

J. Deiley, Jr.,

Isaac Deiley,

J. Hawk,

Peter McCourt,

John Hays,

Thomas Keeler,

H. S. Burton,

E. H. King,

O. B. St. John,

A. Cameron,

Albert Smith,

E. H. Gridley,

O. F. Baker,

O. Alexander,

W. M. Tuttle,

Clark Ingersoll,

C. A. Bosworth,

Andrew Schank,

Henry Seiler,

Anthony Fishback,

F. W. Clarke,

David Miller,

C. Nodine,

Eseck Green.
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PUBLIC MEETING ON THE LICENSE QUESTION.

In compliance with a public call for a Mass Meeting, for the purpose of deter-

mining the proper course to be pursued by the friends of Temperance in the

present crisis of the cause, an immense concourse of people assembled in the

Methodist Episcopal Church, on the evening of the 25th of May.

His Honor, the Mayor, D. A. J. Upham, was called to the chair. Hon. J. B.

Smith and Dr. Jas. P. Greves were elected Vice Presidents, and Wm. H. Byron

was chosen Secretary.

On a motion by Dr. J. S. Douglas, that a committee of five be appointed to

prepare business for this meeting, being carried. Dr. J. S. Douglas, G. J. Fowler,

J. J. Miter, Jas. Johnson, and VV. S. Calkins, were appointed said committee.

When the committee had retired. Gen. Riley was called out, and entertained

the meeting with an interesting and stirring address.

The committee then returned and presented the following resolutions, which,

after a free and able discussion on the part of Gen. J. S. Paine, Messrs. Booth,

J. B. Smith and A. D. Smith, were adopted with great unanimity.

Resolved, That we recognize in the law enacted by our last legislature, relating to

the sale of intoxicating drinks, a righteous principle, and one that should be cor-

dially sustained by the good citizens of this City and State, viz: That the vendor

of intoxicating drinks shall be held pecuniarily responsible for all damages to the

community justly chargeable to such sale or traffic.

Resolved, That since the issue has been made by the liquor venders of this city,

whether the law of the last legislature shall be sustamed or disregarded, and as

the results of this issue may influence the action of the citizens of other portions

of the State, therefore, a great and solemn responsibility rests upon our citizens.

Common Council and other officers to see that the law is sustained in this city.

Resolved, Therefore, that we, the citizens of Milwaukee, respectfully and earn-

estly call upon our City Council and other proper authorities and executive to take

the necessary measures efficiently and impartially to enforce the provisions of this

law in this city, and we pledge ourselves to stand by and sustain them in the

faithful performance of their duty, and that the Commo'n Council be requested by

this meeting to abolish the present license system.

Resolved, That the Secretary of this meeting transmit a copy of the foregomg

resolutions to the Mayor of the city with a request that he lay the same before the

Council at their next meeting.

Resolved, That Gen. Riley be requested to address the public on the subject of

Temperance at the corner of Wisconsin and Water Streets, at 3 o'clock tomorrow

afternoon. May 26th.

Resolved, That the Secretary be directed to have the proceedings of this meeting

published in all the papers of this city.

Resolved, That this meeting adjourn sit^e die.

D. A. J. UPHAM, Chairman.

J. B. Smith,

J. P. Greves, Vice Presidents.

W. H. Byron, Secretary.
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A meeting was also called by those in favor of no license, on the

1 8th day of May, the proceedings of which are annexed :

Opposition to the New License Law.

The meeting, the official proceedings of which we pubHsh below, we owe the

public an apology for not attending. The truth is, we have been so occupied with

domestic cares and sickness in our family, that we did not know of the meeting

till it was passed. If the accounts we have heard of the speeches are correct, we
think a report of them, such as we should have been most happy to have given,

would have been rich and racy. We understand some of the lawyers perhaps

their wits had been sharpened by long practice at the bar—made temperance look

blue, and of course very naturally made out themselves to be first rate temper-

ance men. The meeting, we are told, was made up principally of those in the

rum interest—a pretty large interest in the city. We hope there will be a general

turn out of Temperance men at the adjourned meeting this evening.

We shall have something to say about this law when the discussion becomes

general. There is considerable truth in the second resolution:

public meeting.

Pursuant to a call, a meeting of the citizens of Milwaukee was held at Military

Hall, on the i8th day of May, 1849, John S. Mitchell was chosen chairman, and

H. Upman secretary. On motion a committee was appointed to draft resolutions:

the chair, M. P. Main, P. Murray, J. Thomssen, S. K. Beeker, W. L Armstrong.

After the meeting had been adressed by several speakers, the committee on reso-

lutions reported the following :

Resolved, That the law passed at the recent session of the legislature of this

state on the subject of license is unjust and burdensome in its provisions, and op-

pressive on the great portion of those engaged in a regular and legal business.

Resolved, That we as citizens of Milwaukee, being in favor of equal rights

and laws that operate equally on every portion of the community, do hereby ex-

press our disapprobation of the law in question, believing that its effects will in-

jure the poor men only, and enable the wealthier portion of the community, to

monopolize a business that should be left free to all.

Resolved, That we will each and all of us use our best efforts to procure the

repeal of said law, believing that a just and proper regard for equal rights require

that no such law should have a place on our statute books.

Resolved, That as republicans we can never submit to the above named law,

and feel bound to repudiate those who aided or in any way promoted its passage.

Which were adopted with great unanimity.

And it was further resolved. That a general meeting of the people of Milwau-

kee be held at Military Hall on Wednesday next, to take such other and further

proceedings in the matter as may be deemed necessary.
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Resolved, That the proceedings of this meeting be published in the city and

state papers.

Onmotion the meeting then adjourned till Wednesday next.

John S. Mitchell, President.

H. Upman, Secretary.

The law here spoken of would appear at first sight to be one

of the most righteous acts ever placed upon a statute book, as

nothing can be more just than to hold every one responsible for all

the injury he may do his fellow man, and I can conceive of no

greater one than to sell a man that which the vendor well knows will

eventually kill him and ruin his family. But the fault lies not so

much in the vendor as in the law, and as prohibition is practically im-

possible—in fact as problematical as is the millennium—and never

will be accomplished, the next best thing to do is to put such a fet-

ter upon this hydra-headed " gorgon " as will curtail its power for

evil materially.

We are far behind the European nations upon this question. We
allow the manufacture and sale of an article so badly adulterated

and so deadly in its efifect upon all who use it, that if manufactured

or sold in any other country except this land of the free and home

of the brave, would send both manufacturer and vendor to the gal-

leys for hfe. Its manufacture and sale, however, will never cease in

this country, and all the efforts of the prohibitionist to bring about

that glad day will prove as abortive as were those of the general gov-

ernment to put down the late rebellion and retain slavery. It is the

chief corner stone of the poHtical system, ,and although there is no

denying that two-thirds of all our taxes and three-fourths of all the

crime committed are due to it, yet the deadly work goes on. The

misery caused by intemperance is beyond the power of any pen to

portray ; language fails to describe it, it is the one great living

national curse of the age. What the people want to do is to take the

control of it out of poHtics, put a license fee of not less than $i,ooo

on the sale of it and allow no person to sell, even then, who will

not give bonds not to sell to minors or habitual drunkards. Shall

it be done ?

Reed street from the ward line, was graded, graveled and side-

walked this year to Florida street, and a very expensive job it was,
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as nearly all of it was in the marsh, with water from four to ten feet

in depth; also South water from the river to Virgmia and Ferry from

the river to Lake, were finished in part this year.

Thomas Shea.

This gentleman came from Tipperary county, Ireland, to Mil-

waukee in 1849, then a mere boy. His first employment was as

drayman for Ward's line of steamboats, then running between Mil-

waukee and Chicago, from Kellogg & Strong's pier ; which occu-

pation he followed for five years, when he went into the employ of

the North Western rail road, under a contract to haul their freight,

which has proved a bonanza, as it has made him quite wealthy. Mr.

Shea has got the push in him, that, combined with good judgment,

which he certainly is possessed of to a great degree, never fails to

make a successful man. The lack of education and its advantages

has been more than offset in his case by good practical common

sense. He has raised himself by his own exertion, from poverty to

affluence, while many a man upon whom thousands have been ex-

pended for education, has gone to ruin. Mr. Shea has a fine

physique, and has become a power among his countrymen in Mil-

waukee. He is. a Democrat, but not a politician ; he is all business

and has no time, or desire to hold office. Few of his countrymen in

this city have been as successful, or stand higher in the estimation of

the people, than Thomas Shea, a good business man, and a good

citizen.

H. H. West.

This gentleman, whose face is as familiar to our citizens as is that

of the sun, came to this city from the town of Elbridge, Central New

York, in 1849. His first employment was as clerk for his brother,

S. C. West, who in company with Abraham Morton, was at that time

in the dry goods trade, at what is now 10 1 Grand avenue. Here he

remained until 1855, when he went into the employ of the M. & M.

rail road, as clerk, in whose employ he remained until 1857, when

he went into partnership with S. C. West, in the book trade, who as

has been already seen, had succeeded Ford & Fairbanks* the year

Jonathan Ford, now of Kansas city, and John I. Fairbanks, now a resident of

Milwaukee, who were the successors of J. A. Hall, now an insurance agent, who

founded this pioneer book store, at what is now 385 East Water, in 1854.

24
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previous, at what is now 373 East Water, at which time a bindery

was also opened in connection with this store and where

they remained until 1 86 1, when they removed to what is now 363

East Water street and from there in 1865 to 360 East

Water, now occupied by Alexander Mitchell's bank, where

they remained until 1868, when S. C. West withdrew, and the stock

was removed to 347 and 349 East Water, where it has remained

until the present.

This institution is the oldes*. book store in the city, if not in the

state. The present firm has built a very large business, local, as

well as country, and are known all over the north west, for fair and

honorable dealing, on which principle their business has always been

conducted. Mr. West has a pleasant word for every one, neither is

it flattery to say that he iias the confidence of the entire community,

and although not a politician, (in the full sense of the term) has

given sixteen years of his life to the service of the people,

seven in the council and nine in the school board, which has

satisfied him, (as it will every one who does his duty,) that "Jordan"

is a hard road to travel.

In political faith he is a Republican and in religious a Presbyterian,

and one of the pillars in the Calvary church. He has been greatly

aided in his business by Mr. Hubbell West, who has the management

of the financial and bindery department, who, though he votes the

Democratic ticket, (occasionally) is a first class business man and a

valued citizen, always at his post and understands the book trade to

perfection. Such substantially is the record of the house that the

Wests built.

Census.

The population of the city taken by Alex. Macy, for the school

commissioners in December, 1848, gives as follows :

First ward—males, 2457; Second ward—1847; Third ward

—

2080; Fourth ward—943; Fifth ward— 1074; total 8401. First ward

—females, 2000; Second ward

—

2779; Third ward— 1661 ; Fourth

ward—752; Fifth ward—928; total 8120 ; total both sexes, 16,521.

In 1847, it was as follows, including both sexes:

First ward—4601; Second ward—3869; Third ward—2978;
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Fourth ward— 1552 ; Fifth ward— 1364; total 14,364. Increase, 2157.

Of these 16,521, 6969 were Americans, 5708 were Germans, 2487
were Irish, 135 were Hollanders, 97 were Scotch, 83 were Nor-

wegians, 74 were French, 34 were Welch, 8 were Danes, 6 were

Swedes.

It is possible that some Fnglish and Hollanders have been

omitted or classed with other foreigners.

School Board.

In the ^(f;^/^>/<?/ of January 24, we find the following report:

Census of School Chh.dren for 1848.

First ward—727; Second ward—720; Third ward—482; Fourth

ward 261; Fifth ward—573. (1849.) First ward— 1189; Second

ward— 1051; Third ward—918; Fourth ward—526; Fifth ward—628.

Total, (1848,) 2763, in (1849) 43 12, increase, 1549. This was a good

showing, and new school houses are all being built.

The city tax for 1849, ^^^^ declared illegal and had to be re-

assessed. There was some tall swearing, but as usual, no one to blame.

But that some one had blundered, and badly too, was very certain.

Spring Street Bridge.

There was a cutting article in the Wisconsifi of April 17th, upon

the unsafe condition of Spring Street bridge, over which, notwith-

standing the settlement entered into at the close of the bridge war

in 1845, there was still controversy and a smouldering fire kept alive.

It was a severe one and brought the aldermen to time.

There was a new machine shop opened on the water power this

year in May, by G. Goodnough.

New Paper.

There was a new paper started this year called the Commercial

Advertiser, in June, by Lucas Seaver and Henry W. Gunnison.

Ambrose Ely, boots and shoes, was at what is now 395 East

Water, this year, sign of the Red Boot.

Mr. Ely was quite a prominent business man for several years, but

finally went out of business himself and was in the employ of Atkins

& Steele for a number of years. He was a good man and a useful

citizen; he died at Kilbourn City, August 2, 1873. His widow is yet
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with US, as is also his daughter Mrs. G. P. Hewett, so celebrated as

an artist.

Biographical.

Among the new comers this year was Prof. Henry N. Hempsted

from Albany, N. Y., landing here October i8th, and commenced his

career as a music teacher, which he followed until 1851, when he

purchased the stock of Geo. F. lllsley, previously mentioned, and

commenced business over A. W. Hall's book store on Wisconsin

Street, and from there to 175 East Water, now 373, Arnold & Wil-

son's bookstore, where he remained until 1856 when he removed to

371 East Water, and began to keep pianos and melodeons, the latter

then just coming into use. He remained here until i860, when this

store being too small for his increasing business he removed to 418

Broadway, and in 1864 to the Miller block, Nos. 408, 410 and 412

Broadway, which had been fitted up expressly for him. Here he

opened the largest stock of musical instruments of all kinds as well

as books and sheet music, etc., in the West, and for the next seven-

teen years was at the head of the business, his place being the resort

of all the musicians in the country, who wished to purchase or prac-

tice, and has probably sold more pianos than all his competitors put

together. Prof. Hempsted is a thorough musician and as a com-

poser has no superior in the west, if he has in the country, particularly

in band music. His celebrated Light Guard Quick Step is one of

the most popular pieces ever pubHshed in this country. He is a fine

organist, and as a performer one of the most graceful and correct

that it has been the good fortune of the writer to know. He seems

to play by intuition. He was for several years the organist of

Plymouth Church and although many others have manipulated the

keys in later years, yet the writer will venture the assertion that no

one of them has ever filled his place, or brought out the mighty

harmonies of Handel or Haydn upon that wonderful instrument as

could Mr. Hempsted, and although time is beginning to frost his

head, he is to-day no mean antagonist for even Prof. Garratt to

meet. He is a born musician and has no superior in the West.

And that he may yet live many years is certainly the wish of all

who know him.
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Celebration.

The celebration of the glorious Fourth, judging from the number

of officers appointed, was a weighty afiair, and must have done the

soul of Washington a heap of good. Several miUtary companies

from abroad were present. The following is the hst of the officers

:

President, Alanson Sweet; vice presidents, Byron Kilbourn, I). H.

Chandler, Alexander Mitchell, George H. Walker, W. W. Brown,

Lucas Seaver, S. B. Davis, Charles James, Wm. E. Cramer, Moritz

Schoeffler, S. M. Booth, F. Fratney and James H. Rogers.

Orator, Levi Hubbell ; reader of declaration, Wm. A. J. Fuller;

marshal. Col. Amos Sawyer, ; asst. marshals, Levi Blossom, Chas.

L. Kane, S. P. Coon, J. S. Fillmore, J. E. Cameron, D. Upman, L.

K. Swift, John Bradford, G. B. Boyd, J. A. Liebhaber and George

G. Dousraan. How they ever got through the day with all these

officers, is more than I can tell, but every body said that it was the

biggest time they ever had, and in some respects it was.

The old Milwaukee House was finally removed this year, upon

which some wag of a reporter gets off the following

:

The Milwaukee House—"Big Bugs," (S:c.

The foundation of the otd Milwaulcee House seems tottering as the work of

grading comes nearer and nearer to the ancient structure.—(The house having

been buift, we believe, some twelve years ago—and in our city a twelve year old

building dates back into the "dim and distant past.") This was the hotel of the

city—the abode of the "upper ten'" in days gone by. Some "big bugs" yet linger

around its walls and deserted bed-chambers ; well may they exclaim :

"We feel like those who crawl along

Some banquet hall deserted."

Sad and solemn must be their reflections ! Let all backbiters take warning lest

they too be thus left alone by those who have fed and nurtured them. An interesting

question arises in the inquiring mind, what is to be the hnal fate of their dilapidated

tenement ? Shall some strong wind overturn its walls, or is it to take up its line

of march along with its younger and smaller peripatetic brethren to some less con-

spicuous place ?

There is not a remnant of this old hotel left except the part known

as the "Belleview".* This is yet standing on the north west corner of

*Mention of which was made in vol. i., page 76.
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Milwaukee and Detroit street, and used as a boarding house and

saloon.

Manslaughter.

The IViscofisin of August 4th has the following :

AFFRAY AND DEATH.

The schooner Meriden, Capt. Seymour, bound from Cleveland to Chicago, put

into this port yesterday afternoon, having on board the dead body of James Bain,

the second mate, who was killed in an affray vvhich occurred the night previous,

when off Port Washington. The facts, as we gather them, are briefly these :

That the deceased Bain, commenced an attack on the captain, and the first mate,

Harvey Rummage, interfered. Bain grappled and threw him over the rail. He

was drawn on board again by some of the crew, when Bain again grappled him

and in the scuffle Rummage struck Bain a blow with his fist, which instantly

killed him. The schooner put in here at Rummage's request and on her arrival

he immediately gave himself up to the authorities.

I was on the coroner's jury in this case. The verdict was justi-

fiable homicide. The mate felt very bad about the aftair as he had

no intention to injure him, but it must have been a powerful blow.

P. Cady had a grocery this year at 381 East Water.

Minard S. Vielie opened a hardware store at 319 East Water.

This is the man spoken of in volume 2 in the sketch of the Metho-

dist Church.

Council.

At the meeting of the common council last evening an ordinance was passed

finally establishing the grade of the following streets in the First and Third wards,

viz: River, East Water, Erie, Market, Main, Milwaukee, Jefferson, Jackson,

Van Buren, Cass, Beach, Marshall and Lake streets and Waverly Place (be-

tween blocks 105 and 106 on Martin and Division streets)— this has been for

some weeks past under discussion, and will be a matter of interest to the resi-

dents on those streets. The ordinance, giving the particulars of the several

grades, is of considerable length, and will be published on Monday.

The name of Huron Street was also changed to Washington Avenue*. So it

seems we can boast of a real avenue, having length, breadth, houses, (are there

trees ? there should be) etc., etc. Well, we are looking up. The dwellers on this

"Avenue," bearing such a good name, will keep in mind their new dignity, and

see that all is tasteful and nice about their premises.

Much other business of a general nature was transacted.

*This change did not obtain.
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There was an attempt made this year to manufacture brick by a

new process at the old brick yard at the foot of Fourteenth Street

by Messrs Tibbets & McKnight, by pressing the clay directly into

bricks without any kneading. It was a failure on account of the

" nodules " of lime in the clay sweUing when exposed to the atmos-

phere and spliting the brick.

The Phoenix Block, number 365 East Water Street, was built

with these brick.

New Store.

Messrs Crampton & Osborne, the late Jonathan H. Crampton

and Walter Osborne, were at 356 (Dickerman's Block) for a short

time when they went into Martin's new block, 399 East Water. They

were its first occupants.* They kept a very large stock of dry

goods.

Business Boom.

Business in the fall of 1849 ^^^^ good, wheat came in fast, emi-

grants do.,. and all parties felt pleased with the work of the past year.

There had been a large amount of building and street improve-

ments. The river closed on the sixth of the month this year,

twenty-four days earHer than in 1848.

Manufactories.

The amount of manufacturing on the Water Power this year, up

to July ist, was as follows :

Axes and edged tools $ 30,000
Burke's woolen factory 40,000
Pail, (Luscomb ) 58,000
Sash, doors and blinds 40,000
Turning shop 25,000
Machine shop and foundry 95,000
Carriage shop 1 5,000

Tannery and grist mill - 80,000

Total $383,000

In addition to which the planing mills were running night and day.

J. VV. Mkdhkkv.

New Wholesale Grocery.

Thompson Litell, 307 East Water. Mr. Litell was quite a promi-

—-—-

—

^ "
^^^ ~*»

*The author helped fit up this store for these gentlemen, and such was their

haste that they were in it before it was fully completed.
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nent business man in this city for over twenty years. He was a

dark complexioned, finely built man, and one of the close-fisted kind.

He was a Baptist and a leading member in the first church.

He was a great grumbler, nothing ever went right with him, owing,

I think, to his bad health. His residence was at 136 Mason street,

which house he built. He died at Cleveland Ohio, (where he had

gone for his health) August 19, 1867, and was brought here and

interred at Forest Home cemetery.

Bridge.

Among the improvements this year was the erection of a new

bridge at Oneida street, and one from the foot of Martin street to

the island in the middle of the river.

Cholera.

This was the great cholera year in Milwaukee, fi-om which great

numbers died, loi in the month of August alone. Some of the ex-

periences through which the writer passed in connection with this

scourge will not be forgotten while life remains.

Milwaukee Time.

Much complaint having been made about the difference in time

between the east and west side this year, M. McDermot, a civil

engineer, then here, was employed to work it up, and here is his re-

port :

To the Editor oj the Sentinel &-• Gazette.

Sir :—Having rambled through Milwaukee and seen that the time on the west

side of the Milwaukee river appears to be regulated by Mr. Peter's great clock and

that those on the east side of the river are regulated by Mr. Kirby's excellent

clock, and seeing that those two clocks differ twelve minntes from one another,

love of truth compelled me to find the true mean time on the lOth inst., in Mil-

waukee, which showed Mr. Peter's to be 6 minutes too fast, and Mr. Kirby's 6

minutes too slow. As these gentlemen still insist that each had the true time, I

took the time on the 13th by two infallible methods, which, as I expected, got

the same result. Tliese clocks, if once corrected, will, I believe, take some years

to accumulate the same difference, floping the time will be nearer the true time

and that the clocks will not differ so much as they do npw,

I remain yours.

Mich. McDermott, C. E.
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Valuation of City Property.

Some tax payer complains (and justly too, I think,) about the m-
equality of the amount in the different wards. Here is the valuation

and the complaint

:

The rolls of the several assessors have been completed and handed into the

common council. The figures as returned, are as follows :

Real Estate. Personal Total.
First ward $445-347 $85.05" $530,397
Second ward 314.525 25,160 339.685
'J'hird ward 542,815
Fourth ward 297,120 59,800 354,920
Fifth ward 213,862 15,360 229,222

$1,868,667 $189,370 $2,047,937

This valuation, so far as personal property is concerned, is ridiculously incorrect.

Take the Second ward for instance, with its water power and the numerous mills

and factories upon it, assessed only 25,000 ! In the First ward, too, according to

these books, there is but :f85,ooo worth of personal property. Does anybody

doubt that there is double or treble that amount ? We cannot appreciate the

policy or justice of these incorrect assessments. The common council ought to

amend them. Assuming that the pro/>orh'o?i between the different wards is cor-

rect, nobody would suffer by raising the assessments to the nc'unl value of the

property, and if the proportion is not correct, it .should be mrde so. In either

case the rolls need revision.

Indian Names.

The following article on the meaning of the Indian names so

common in Wisconsin is given as reference merely

:

A very competent authority has furnished our contemporary the Covimercial Ad-

vertiser, with the following interesting list of Indian names of different localities

in the northern part of our state. We fully agree with the Conunercial as to

the importance of rescuing from the oblivion which threatens them, all the Indian

names and traditions appertaining to our state. Wisconsin is rich in such resources,

and our state historical society should make it a point to search for and preserve

them. Something may be done towards accomplishing this desirable end by pre-

serving the Indian names of the different towns and villages in our state, instead

of baptizing them anew with Roman, Grecian or English appellations. But to

the communication :

Mexasha, September, 14, '49.

Messrs. Seaver of Gunnison

:

There are many persons who desire the preservation of Indian names of places

and streams in this country. I am willing to contribute to this object whatever

25
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information I can obtain in this quarter from those whose knowledge is deemed

the most certain.

If you should consider it a matter of any interest, the publication of the enclosed

sheet may perhaps excite the attention of others and induce a similar collection of

them.

In spelling these words, I used the letters with English sounds invariably.

Those who spell Indian names for English use with the French letters, create

great confusion, as well as difficulty both in pronunciation and spelling.

Wonckumeyo—The curved shore— Fond du Lac.

Waushukaneno—The opening in the timber—Calumet.

Kiskutano—The straight cut—Clifton, or the bank at the north-east end of

Winnebago Lake.

Winnebago Lake—This name is given by the Menomonies. That given by the

Winnebagoes is Necsakoocheerah.

Menasha—The island, Doty island, the town on the north channel of the outlet

of Winnebago Lake.

Shankecoli—The mouth of the river—Oshkosh.

Neenah—Fox river of Green Bay—clear water ; a town on the south channel

of the outlet of Winnebago Lake.

Waupakun—Island—City island, in Peepeek lake.

Konomee—The cascade —Grand chute.

Wauweyahpeta—-The whirlpool-— Lawsbury, Appleton.

Makeenukochaputcha--The planted Red cedar. Cedar Point.

Kenomee shaIiska--The little cascade, petite chute.

Kaukauna--The pickerel fishery, Grand Kaukauiau

Nahmahoshauma-"Where the sturgeon spawns--Rapide de Croche

Waupononic The mouth of Plum creek-—the name of an Indian who lived

there ; Bridgeport.

Waupakun aukumie—-Plumb creek—-the clayriled river.

Kepaukanano—-Where the river appears to be shut in, Depere.

Poacheket-—The town of Green Bay.

Peekwautano—The hill—Butte des Morts.

Waynekuna—The place of the skull.

Powayienna—The place for gathering rice.

Powawgun lake—The annuity payment ground.

Kushkanekun—The dam at Menasha.

Tayko Poini—At the foot of Peepeek lake.

Wauonah—-The Neenah and Wisconsin Portage.

Wistweyor—The blacksmith, the name of an old, and one of the best pilots on

Neenah river—Grand river.

Weyawega—-The whirlwind ; the name of an old pilot—the name of a steam

boat built at Neenah in 1849.

Peepeesaukee-—The meeting of the waters ; Prairie du Chien.
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Taycheedah—The village of the lake.

Neesoocherah-—The red water, Fond du Lac.

Repudiation.

In the Sentinel of October 1 7th, is the following report of a meet-

ing of the common council held the previous evening and headed

Exciting Times in Milwaukee.

The common council held a large and interesting meeting yesterday at whicli

they concluded to stop fooling, pay their debts and behave themselves, the

new city engine having been levied upon to pay the $1700 bond issued to Har-

rison & Co., of Boston.

A bond for $1700 had been issued to this firm for afire engine and

as the council was somewhat dilatory in providing for its payment,

the city was sued and the engine levied upon. It brought them to

time in short order, and for a while after that they behaved \'ery

well, but they were a circus most of the time ; the same as in the

present board, the difference in ability, if any, being, in favor of the

old timers.

Legislature.

The following (elected November 6, 1848) were sent from Mil-

waukee :

Senate—Asa Kinney and John B. Smith.

Assembly—Jas. B. Cross, Zelotus A. Cotton, Julius White, Stod-

dard H. Martin.

There was also a vote taken on free suffrage (meaning the blacks)

with the following result:

Vote on Free Suffrage.

Yes. No.

First Ward 183 181

Second Ward 44 ?•

Third Ward 26 17

Fourth Ward 105 71

Town of Wauwatosa 61 5

Town of Granville 3 "
Majority for Free Suffrage 66.

It was " nip and tuck," as the phrase goes, with free suffrage in

Milwaukee in those days.

County.

John White was elected county treasurer, Chas. Lorenzen, county

clerk, and F. T. Schumacher county surveyor.
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The following was the vote for senator

:

Senator.

D. C. Reed. W. A. Prentiss. S. C. West.

Third Ward 3^5 137

Fourth Ward 196 5° 34
Fifth Ward 167 58 24

Lake 61 So

Greenfield I2t 23

Oak Creek 109

Total 1.042 318 58
Note—Alex. Matheson received 24 votes for senator.

Among the dfterent matters to come before the legislature the

coming session in 1849 was the contemplated division of the First

Ward, to which at first, as there always is to every public improve-

ment, there was much opposition, and W. W. Brown, who was a can-

didate for legislative honors, was called upon to give a pledge not to

go in for it, which he did. The Sentinel in commenting upon the

candidacy of James B. Cross and John E. Cameron, (who was also

a candidate) after giving the party some good advice, wound up as

follows :

As for John Cameron, he had better stay home and attend to his paper mill,

and his constituents will doubtless think so too.

John was, however, elected and made a good member.

Biographical.

This gentleman was a brother to the late D. C. Cameron, or

Dune, (as Abner Kirby styled him in his ill-timed eulogy at the

pioneer banquet, February 22, 1884,) and was a man of considerable

importance as well as influence, from 1846 to 1850. He ran the

Plankinton House stable for a short time. He was a jovial, whole-

souled fellow (as the phrase goes) very fine looking and a noted one

thousand and oner. S. B. Davis could testify to that fact if living.

He never forgave John for inducing him to join the order,* and the

message that he left for him at Belden's Old Home saloon, would

not look well in print. Mr. Cameron died of cholera in 1852, and

his reply when told by Dr. L.- M. Tracy that he could not live, was

characteristic of the man; it was, "let her flicker." He was buried

*I suppose a madder man never lived than was S. B. Davis at John Cameron
for getting him initiated into the looi. He hunted for him diligently in order to

whale him, but John was iio)i est. It was rich.
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by the Odd Fellows, of which association he was a prominent mem-
ber. 1 remember that day very well.

Grading.

There was much complaint this year about the amount of grading

done on certain streets, ending in a call for a public meeting, Sep-

tember 3, for the purpose of ventilating the matter. The following

are the proceedings had at this meeting

:

PUBLIC MEETING.

Pursuant to a notice published in the Sentinel and Gazette, the owners of lots

situated between Mason and Michigan Streets, in the 1st and 3d Wards of the

City of Milwaukee, assembled at the City Hotel, on Saturday evening, Sept. 8th,

1849, for the purpose of taking into consideration the project introduced into the

Board of Aldermen for an alteration of the grade of Wisconsin Street, from East

Water Street to the Lake, and of Main, Milwaukee, Jefferson, Jackson, Van

Buren, Cass, Marshall and Lake Streets, from Mason Street, south towards the

Milwaukee River. The meeting being called to order, on motion, Parcellet

Potter was appointed Chairman, and Henry K. White, Secretary.

The meeting was then addressed by Hon. Andrew G. Miller, Joshua Hathaway,

P. Potter, and several others, and on motion, a committee of three was appointed

to report resolutions expressive of the sense of the meeting. The committee

retired, and on re-assembling, made through their Chairman, the following report:

"A project having been introduced into the Board of Aldermen of this City,

for an alteration or new grade of Wisconsin Street, from East Water Street to

the Lake, and also of Main, Milwaukee, Jefferson, Jackson, Van Buren, Cass and

Lake Streets, from the center of Wisconsin Street to Huron Street, which, if

carried into effect, will operate very injuriously to the owners of lots and buildings

lying between Mason and Michigan Streets, cutting Main Street in the center of

Wisconsin Street, two and one-half feet below the present grade, Milwaukee

Street five feet, Jefferson Street five feet, Jackson Street nearly two feet, Cass

Street eight and on the bluff about thirty-five feet. Also, Cass Street, in the

center of Michigan Street, thirty feet. And whereas, if such grade is adopted by

the city authorities, and the deep cutting is made pursuant thereto, it will cause a

heavy expenditure of money, in taking up and relaying sidewalks, letting down

dwelling houses, and other buildings, and grading off lots situated between Mason

and Michigan Streets, and subject the ist and 3d Wards to heavy damages, by

suits and otherwise. Therefore,

Resolved, That in the opinion of this meeting, the projected grade of said

Streets, by so deep a cutting, is entirely unnecessary, and inexpedient, and is in

direct opposition to the views and wishes of nine-tenths of the property holders

within said limits.

Resolved, That the present established grade of East Water, Main, Milwaukee,
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Jefferson and Jackson Streets, in the center of Wisconsin Street, is right, and

ought not to be altered; that part of Wisconsin Street, from Jackson Street

towards the Lake, should be filled, and the Eastern end cut so as to give a drain-

age of one foot to each block, and the Streets crossing Wisconsin between Mason

and Michigan Streets, made to correspond with such grade.

Resolved, That it is the duty of the Board of Aldermen, in all matters relating

to street grades, to endeavor to carry out the wishes of the owners of property

thereon, if their requests are not incompatible with the public rights of way."

The report was received, and after discussion by Messrs. Hathaway, Miller and

others, the meeting was adjourned, to convene at the same place on Saturday

evening, September 15th, at seven o'clock, r. m., and the Secretary directed to

request the Board of Aldermen to suspend further action on the subject until

after such adjournment.

Saturday Evening, Sept. 15th, 1849.

The meeting was called to order by the Chairman, and the Secretary, H. K.

White, being absent, on motion, Nelson Ludington was appointed Secretary. The

rep of the committee, made at the previous meeting, was taken up, and after

being discussed by J. H. Tweedy, Hon. A. G. Miller, J. Hathaway, and several

others, the question on the adoption of the preamble and first resolution, was

taken, and carried unanimously.

The second and third resolutions being then under consideration, on motion of

Elisha Eldred, Esq., the former was so amended as to give a drainage of two feet

to each block, on that pari of Wisconsin Street lying between Jackson Street and

the Lake, and was then adopted.

The following resolution was introduced by Dr. E. B. Wolcott, and after being

discussed, was unanimously adopted.

Resolved, That we will use all legal and honorable means to prevent the altera-

tion of street grades once established, unless such alteration is assented to by a

majority of the property holders directly interested, and payment shall have been

made, in advance, of all damages which may result from such alterations.

Resolved, That the Secretary transmit a copy of the proceedings of this meeting

to the Board of Aldermen, and also copies to each of the daily papers in the city

for publication.

On motion, the meeting adjourned.

PARCELLET POTTER, Chairman.

Nelson Ludington, Secretary.

It all availed them not, the grading went on all the same.

New Store.

No. Ill East Water Street, by A. Cameron, dry goods, September,

1849. This was a large store for those days, but short lived.

J. Van Buren, dry goods, 384 East Water (present No.) This
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gentleman came from Dunkirk, N. Y., and ran a large store here for

several years. He was a tall, dignified, gentlemanly man, with light

hair and light blue eyes, and very methodical and particular in all

he did. He was, however, a very good business man. Anthony
Dahlmann, now one of our prominent wholesale grocery men, com-
menced his business career as clerk for Mr. Van Buren. Mr. Van
Buren finally returned to Dunkirk, I think in 1856 or 1857, where he

died in 1875. His successor was his son-in-law, L. A. Wheeler, who
for many years was one of our prominent merchants, and at present

a prominent insurance man.

The Sentinel winds up the year as follows :

December.

Time, how fast it flies; it seems but yesterday when we were looking for election

day, now we are rejoicing over a complete victory (presidential) and hurryine on

towards the new year. 1849 is on the wane, and right wintry is the aspect of the

new month. Chill December is here, and you who have a snug house and all

the comforts of life, may bid defiance to the weather. The luxury of four walls

and a tight roof, we can now appreciate and be happy. Visions of sleigh rides,

social gatherings, smoking dinners and cheerful countanences, drive away much

of the sadness of the grim winter king. Still, how many are there in and about

the city, who depend wholly upon the charity of a few individuals for their sup-

port from day to day.

John D. Gardner.

This gentleman, who was one of our substantial and prominent

business men for many years, came from New Bedford, Massachu-

sets, and opened a store (general merchandise) at 353 East Water,

its present number, where he remained until he left

for Suamico, on Green Bay, to engage in the lumber trade,

and where he did a large business until his death, some two years

ago. His residence was on the northeast corner of Jackson and

Michigan streets, which house he built. He was a short, thick-set

man, with dark complexion, dark hair and eyes. He was no talker

but all business, and never idle a moment. He loved money, and

went for it with all the energy that he had, and accumulated (juite a

fortune. I can see him in memory's eye, as he looked 30 years ago.

He made few acquaintances, except among business men, and unlike
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his brother the unscrupulous E. L. H. Gardner, never dabbled in

poHtics.

Financial.

The following copy of the proceedings had at the meeting of the

board of supervisors held November 19, and published in the IV/s-

cofisin of December loth, is given as an illustration of the difference

between the valuation, as well as expenditures, between 1849 and

1883, also as forming a portion of the history proper.

Report.

In pursuance of a resolution of the board adopted January, 1849,

the undersigned clerk submits the following statement of the do-

ings of the board at their meeting, November 19th, to wit:

In relation to the raising of a county revenue for 1849, the com-
mittee on the treasury reported that county orders were then out-

standing to the amount of $5000 00
And the amount of accounts to be audited at the present session

would amount to 4800 00

$9800 00

And that the estimated amount of county expenses for the ensuing
year would be $3500 00

Jail 2000 00
District attorney 800 00
Coroner's inquests 300 00
Clerk of the board 500 00
County indebtedness to state (old tax) 1000 00
Incidental ic>55 30

$18,955 30

The aggregate valuation of the real and personal property in the

county was $2,707,000 64
Upon which a levy of 7-ioths of 1 per cent was made which

gave iS,955 30
And for school of ]^ per cent, which gave 6,674 45
And for state of 410 which gave 10,831 60

$86,461 35

The accounts audited by the county board for which county
orders were then issued, amounted to the following sums.

Election expenses $ 1 14 00
Sheriff and constable's fees 677 10

Jurors and witnesses fees 318 40
Support of prisoners including medical services i)440 49
Wood and stationery 437 64
Mileage for supervisors 339 02
Printing 246 70
Repairs of public buildings 440 54
Fees of clerk of circuit court 48 33
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Town of Oak Creek , ,

Fines refunaed -'.'.'-'.".'..".".".'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.".' ^ ^^
Coroner's inquests including coffins .'.'."."."""..

227 28
Salary of city attorney '

'

Lime for jail
^-'

Wolf bounty -'--."!!!".'.'/.'.'.".!'.'.
.'.'

i"
;

.";
§
°°

Taxes refunded to the town of Oak Creek
' '

'

1 7 4.Q
County orders outstanding - ^J^ ^

$9,748 64
By the raising of a revenue of $18,955 30, all of the amount of orders will be

redeemed and a cash balance of $9,207,66 will be left in the treasury for defraying

all the neccessary expenses of the ensuing year.

A committee consisting of Messrs. Jasper Vliet, for the town of

Milwaukee; O. Damon, for Wauwatosa
; J. C. Smith, for the Fifth

ward ; Martin Coulan from Greenfield and August Greulich from the

Second ward, were appointed to ascertain the cost of a site for a

new court house, and the expense of a suitable building thereon,

and report at the meeting in January 1850.

A memorial to the legislature was also prepared and signed by the

whole board for the passage of a law at the next session, authorizing

the board to hire out all prisoners convicted in any court in this

state and confined in Milwaukee county jail.

Statistics of Milwaukee.

In May, 1834, Mr. Solomon Juneau was the only white settler

within the Hmits of what is now the city of Milwaukee. The follow-

ing table of census returns, taken since that period, exhibits the rate

of increase in the population

:

1838 700
1840 1,700

1842 2,700

1846, June I 9.655

1847, December 15 14,000

1849, August, estimated iS,ooo

Equally rapid has been the augmentation in the exports of pro-

duce, etc. It was in 1845, ^'"'^^ ^^^^ fi^^*- shipments of wheat and

flour to any extent, were made from Milwaukee. The following

table shows how this business grows

:

Exports of Wheat and Flour.

Wheat. Flour.

1845 95.510 ''u-^- 7.550 1''>'^-

1846 213,443 " 15.756"

1847 S9^.oii " 34,840"
1848 612,474 •' 92.732"
1849 1,148,807

" 201,941"

26
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It is proper to remark that the exports for 1849, ^^^ ^^^ above

table, embrace those from July i, 1848, to July i, 1849, while those

for the four previous years are for the season of navigation in each

year, respectively.

Manufactures of Milwaukee, 1849.

Description of Articles. Value.

Woolen goods, various kinds $40,000

Edge Tools 30,000

Found ries, various kinds of machinery 195,000

Carriages and Waggons 1 15,000

Sash, blinds and doors 49,000

Leather - 120,000

Wooden ware and wooden turnings 87,750
Lumber • 20,000

Cabinet ware 127,000

Boots and shoes 9S>250
Tin, sheet iron and copper ware 1 14,600

Saddles and harness 44,000

Soap and candles 37>ooo

Burr mill stones 36,600

Boilers (steam) 20,250

Sails and rigging 17,000

Ploughs 4>500

Clothing 97,000

Saleratus and pot ashes 15,000

Lumber planed and matched by machinery 24,000

Fanning mills and threshing machines 25,700

Paper - 40,000

Copper and iron smithing 27,550

Earthenware 7.50°

Brass machinery and turnings 10,000

Tobacco and cigars I S'S^o

Malt liquors 71,000

Bread and crackers 27,900

Gun and lock smithing 9.5^0

Book binding 8,000

Coopers' ware 8,500

Brick, 10,000,000 40,000

Miscellaneous, such as jewelers, tool manufacturers, pump makers,

weavers, etc 107,000

Total $ 1,714,200

In addition to the above, there are five flouring mills, propelled

by water power, and one by steam, containing seventeen run of

stone, each run capable of turning out 80 to 100 barrels of flour per

day, and consuming in all 7,000 bushels of wheat daily.

Imports

Value.

Tons of merchandize, 16,012 $ 3,202,400

Barrels of salt, 35,000 43'7.SO

Bbls. bulk of furniture 17,500 140,000

Coal, water lime and plaster 18,000
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Fruit (dried and green)
, j -qq

Lumber, lath, shingle bolts, shingles and timber 375',ooo
Miscellaneous -'S'ooo

1'otal ^ 3,828,650

Exports.

Bushels wheat, 1,138,807 5; 1,004,642
Barrels flour, 201,942 _ 04c 088
Ditto pork and beef, 5,527 442 16
Tons lead and shot, Sio

53,000
Hides, 10,281 2'''

132
Sundry manufactured articles 28,390

Total $ 2,098,469

Vessels Owned in Milwaukee.

There are thirty-nine sail vessels owned in, and sailing out of this

port, of which the total tonage is 5,542 tons ; also stock in steam-

boats and propellers of 3,000 tons ; making the total tonnage owned

in the port 8,542. Sixteen sail vessels are engaged in the lumber

trade, and the remainder in freighting produce and merchandize.

REMINISCENT.

High Proof Whisky.

The following incident which occured at the Lake House in the

summer of 1845, is inserted here as an illustration of how far some

men will go to obtain a drink of whisky, and how far others will go

to gratify them.

Among those who boarded there was an Irishman named John

Shields, a blatherskite of the first water, who, no doubt, many of the

old settlers will remember as the builder and owner of the brick

store, number 115 Clinton Street, played a prominent part. It was a

role he would probabl}' not be in a hurry to play again unless he

was dry, and even then I am inclined to think he would be a little

wary, and which was as follows : It happened that John, who was

an inveterate drinker and a nuisance generally, was in the habit of

coming into my room and bothering me with his senseless twaddle

until the thing got to be unbearable, and knowing that he woukl not

be at all bashful about going for anything in the shape of liiiuor that

he saw lying around loose, I hit upon the following plan to bust him.

I procured some whisky, regular rot-gut, into which I had Mr.

Hawkins put a quantity of red peppers, where they remained for some



'216 MILWAUKEE UNDER THE CHARTER.

ten days, by which time that whisky was hot enough to burn the

enamel oft" a stone crock inside of twenty-four hours. Talk

about your hot drops, or No. 6 : No. 60 would have been nearer the

pi oof of that whisky; its temperature must have been at least 375

Fahrenheit. 1 then filled a flask with it and placed it upon the floor

of my room behind a trunk where John could not fail to see it if he

came in, and aU was lovely. Well, Sunday came and so did John,

who was not long in discovering the flask, and exclaiming, " a ha!

me boy, so yees kape it on the schly!"

Yes, I replied, I always keep a little for myself and friends. Help

yourself.

He did not wait for a second invitation, but seized the coveted

treasure, pulled the cork, inserted the nozzle into his capacious

mouth and poured nearly half the contents down his gullet before

you could count six. By that time he discovered that it was not ice

water, and with a desperate effort to conceal his disappointment, he

replaced the cork, deposited the flask upon the floor and without

waiting to answer my kind inquiries as to the quality of the fluid, he

started down stairs taking four or five steps at a leap, his mouth

wide open like the door of a coal stove, and as red as rooster's comb,

while from that, as well as his eyes, the water was running in

streams.

He broke for an artesian well that stood near, and commenced

taking in water like an engine fighting fire. He must have drank a

barrel, stopping at intervals to catch his breath and give vent to his

feelings, which he did in more languages that Dr. Wight ever

dreamed of speaking, not excepting Heathen Chinee. After he

had got his fires sufliciently banked to be left with safety, he sat

down on the piazza and proceeded to anathematize the dirthy spal-

peen as put them peppers in that whisky (I always thought that he

meant me) with an adjective sandwiched in between every second

word. It was the spiciest little speech ever made on the south

side, and for weeks he was unable to indulge in anything stronger

than water, during which time he sat apart from the rest of the

boarders in moody silence while doctoring his mouth with borax.

He never came into my room after that, my whisky was too high

proof.
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Hunting Deserters in the Olden Time.

The question as to whether there is a hell, about which there is so

much dispute among theologians, " for the punishment of the wicked"

in a future state, brings to my mind an incident that occurred in

1839, which goes to show that if the existence of one hereafter

cannot be substantiated, that that of an earthly one can (or could),

certainly as far as the common soldiers were concerned, in the days

when Forts Howard, Snelling, Mackinac, and AVinnebago were in

full blast, at least at the latter named post during the administration

of David G. Twiggs, of rebel fame, who was notorious for acts of

cruelty, tyranny and oppression to those who were unfortunate

enough to be under his command, many cases of which are on

record in the State historical publications, that were perpetrated by

Twiggs and others. Neither were private citizens wholly exempt

from their tyranny. Like Selkirk upon his island " they were

monarchs of all they surveyed." Neither was there, for the time

being, any resisting their will. Their word was law at these remote

outposts from which there was no appeal, which of course led to

frequent broils with the settlers (see Ebenezer Childs, and other

reminiscences), as well as desertions on the part of the soldiers, they

choosing to hazard everything in order to escape from the bondage

in which they were held by these merciless tyrants, until it was no

uncommon thing for half a dozen or more deserters to be seen in

Milwaukee or Chicago any day, as well as a squad in charge of an

officer hunting after and arresting them. And many a race for

liberty has been witnessed on these streets, one of which on account

of its nearly ending in a tragedy I will relate.

Among those who had sought refuge in Milwaukee, where he liad

a brother living, was a man by the name of Mason, a smart, intelli-

gent young fellow, who was unfortunate enough to be discovered,

while seated upon a horse at the foot of Wisconsin Street, by some

officers from Fort Winnebago, who were stopping at the old Mil-

waukee House (then kept by Geo. E. Graves), and ordered to sur-

render. Well knowing his fate, if taken, he leaped from the horse

and made a rush for the old corner store of Ludington, Birchard &

Co.,* which he succeeded in reaching, the officers being in hot pursuit.

* This pioneer building, a cut of which is here given, was removed in 185 1 to
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As he entered the door the one in command, utterly regardless of

who might be within, gave the order to fire, exclaiming, " Shoot the

d d rascal ! shoot him!" In obedience to this order two shots

were at once fired—the second just as Mason was entering the door

—luckily, however, without injuring any one, the ofticer being no

doubt too excited for a steady aim.

Of course the sight of Mason running, with the ofiicers in pursuit,

together with the order to fire, followed by the report of the pistol,

created, as well it might, no little excitement, and the street was

instantly filled with men, each inquiring of the other what was up,

prominent among whom was Col. Geo. Walker, then in the act of

being shaved in Green's old barber shop, where the Iron Block now

stands, from whence, with a napkin pinned around his neck and face

white with lather, he rushed into the street, where seeing but a crowd

of excited men, he demanded in clarion tones to know what in h—11

was the matter. That, however, was a conundrum tliat no one

present could solve, and the colonel returned to his tonsorial

enjoyment.

Now the sudden appearance of Alason into the store as if thrown

from a catapult, with the officers in pursuit, let alone the report of

the pistol and the whistling of the bullet, caused no little excitement

mside as well as out, particularly among the different members of the

525 East Water Street, where it was used for a hay barn until 1878, when it was
removed across the block to about the same number on River Street and fitted up
as a feed mill, where it was burnt August 10, 1882.
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firm, two of whom happened to be present, one of whom* instantly

executed a backhanded somersault from the top of the counter upcjn

which in accordance with an ancient custom, now obsolete (at least

in cities), he happened to be sitting, and disappeared from view

among the barrels, tea chests, nail kegs, and other miscellaneous

articles usually kept in that locality in those days. No prairie dog

could have done it quicker or more natural. It only wanted the yelp

to make it perfect. Had the bullet been aimed at hmi it would have

been at least five minutes too late, so quick were his movements.

Not any of that in mine, was no doubt his boss thought just then,

but he made no sign.

Not so Bluft" Halt He faced the music like a man, seized the

would be murderer by the throat, and giving him what might be

called a " slathering calamity" right between the eyes that made him

see a whole constellation of stars, laid him over the counter, where

he held him with one hand while he wrenched the pistol from him

with the other, carried it to the door and discharged the contents of

the four remaining barrels into the ground, thus rendering the

weapon harmless for further mischief.

By this time the crowd outside had got an inkling of what was

going on, and their blood was up to fever heat in a moment. A few,

among whom was Sam Robinson, Mose Donaldson, and several

others equally hot headed, were for lynchnig the officers, while others

were for throwing them into the river (which ought to have been

done), and they would no doubt got roughly handled had they not

beat a hasty retreat.

They were however informed, in language more expressive than

elegant, that this was not Fort Winnebago, and that if shooting a nil

torturing soldiers was a common pastime there, it would not be

tolerated in Milwaukee.

Meanwhile Mason, the unwiUing cause of all this excitement, had

passed directly through the store, leaped from the back door to the

ground, ran up the liver to Biddle Street, where he swam across and

made his escape. Neither was he ever retaken.

This, as far as I know, was the last attempt ever made to arrest

* The late Nelson Ludington.

f Harrison Ludington.



220 MILWAUKEE UNDER THE CHARTER.

deserters in Milwaukee, although it was well known that cjuite a

number made their home here for several years. It was a business

that did not pay.

Geo. R. Dyer.

Among those who came in 1836, was an individual by the name

of George R. Dyer, known among the boys as the "town calf," who

settled upon the northeast quarter of section 24, town 7, range 21,

who on account of his singular personal appearance, as well as

his eccentricities of character, has been more firmly photographed

upon my memory than has any one of those I found here, who after-

wards moved away. He remained but a short time; he left 1 think,

in 1838 or '39. In personal appearance George would not rank

among the highest tvpes of manly beauty. He was over six feet in

height, three fourths of which was legs, his feet were of immense

size, large arms, small chest, long neck, large head, had a heavy

powerful voice, always spoke in a half imperative tone, was of an

exceedingly nervous temperament, and when a little excited resem-

bled a ten horse power "jumping jack" more than anything else, and

on account of the loose manner in which he was put together, was

about as well qualified to take up and improve a farm, (if he ex-

pected to do the work himself) as that long eared animal ^'Esop

speaks about (in the fable) was to play the part of the lion. As an

itinerant showman, he might have been a success, but as a granger

he was a failure.

His dress usually consisted of dark pants, coat indigo blue, and

of the claw hammer pattern, white vest, white gloves, (with a gold

ring seen on the outside) and a stove pipe hat. A nobby boy, he

was, for a pioneer. Thus accoutred, he once made his appearance in

East Water street with a lumber wagon, to which was attached a

yoke of oxen and in front an old mare, being what is known in

New England as a spike team, in the management of which he

made more noise, and attracted more attention, than half a dozen

runaways would at the present day. Now whether it was the size

of the town, or inability to understand the cherokee in which George

issued his commands, or a disposition to show oft" that got possession

of that old piece of horse flesh, will probably never be known; per-
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haps she was thinking of her circus days and mistook George for the

clown. Any way she opened one, taking the part of the trained

mule by giving a series of kicks that any mule, however well tramed,

might be proud of, the last of which left her outside the traces, where

she remained perfectly quiet for a few seconds as though undecided

what to do next. This performance frustrated George somewhat at

first, but as quite a crowd had gathered around him, he quickly

recovered his self possession, and with a yell at the unruly beast

that meant business, he roared out: "W-h-o-o-a there you durned

old lunatic, where in thunder 'you comin' to with your legs out the

traces, (here he elevated his voice so that it could be heard a block

off) wan't you never in town afore?" And for years after that, when

anybody's horse got unsettled in his mind, you would hear that ex-

pression quoted as a settler.

Alfred Orrendorff.

This gentleman, whose name appears so often among the early

settlers, came to Milwaukee in 1835, and settled upon the northeast

quarter of section thirty-three, township seven, range twenty-one.

The entry of this claim bears date, on the record, March 17, 1837,

just four days subsequent to the great claim meeting held at the

Court House, March 13, to organize for self protection against the

speculators, and at which he was one of the leading spirits. He

also entered the southwest and southeast quarters of the same sec-

tion, afterwards known as the Russell Sage farm, now tlie property of

Geo. C. Stevens and others. Mr. Orrendorff was a native of Ken-

tucky, and possessed in no small degree the reckless spirit for which

the people of that State are so noted.

In person he was tall and slim, had dark hair, a swarthy com-

plexion, large dark lustrous eyes, that, when their owner was excited,

shone hke beads. He had a powerful voice, clear in tone, spoke

quick and with a slight southern accent, and always looked you

square in the face when in conversation with you, and he always

meant just what he said. He was not a man that it would do to

fool with much, unless you were itching for a fight, in which case

you would most certainly be accommodated. He was as quick

motioned as a cat, neither was he ever known to back down, or to

27
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show the white feather. He would frequently swim his pony across

the river at Wisconsin Street, even after the ferry was established.

He walked with a long nervous stride, was a splendid woodsman,

and a famous hunter.

Mr. Orrendorff was one of the party who volunteered to go out

after and arrest the two Indians, who killed Ellsworth Burnett,

November 5th, 1835, and take them to Green Bay, upon which

occasion there occurred an incident that showed what kind of a

customer he was when aroused. The Indians were taken to Fort

Howard for safe keeping, until they could be tried, where the com-

manding officer at first declined to receive them, giving as a reason

that if they had killed Burnett, they no doubt had sufficient provo-

cation. At this announcement all the lion in Orrendorft" was

aroused in a moment, and stepping in front of the officer, rifle in

hand, his whole frame quivering with excitement, he looked him

steadily in the eye, and hissing out his words between his clenched

teeth, addressed him as follows: " You 're a nice man—you are—for

the government to send out here to protect the frontier, you d d

white livered scoundrel ! You just let them two Injuns go, if you

think best (here he elevated his voice and put in an adjective that

made the officer's hair lift), and I will shoot them both before they

can get across Fox River." And he would. The officer backed

down. It was not often that a United States officer had to back

down in those days, particularly upon the frontier, but this one did.

This incident was related to me by Benjamin F. Wheelock, now a

resident of Medford, Taylor County, who was present in the fort at

the time and witnessed the whole proceeding.

While on a trip to Green Bay, in 1836, Mr. Orrendorff entered the

cabin of a settler named Smith to obtain a night's lodging. He was

cold, wet, hungry, tired and used up generally, his countenance

presenting such a woe begone aspect as to cause Mrs. Smith to

inquire what had happened. Had he been in a bear fight; treed by

wolves ; beat by some squaw in a game of moccasin ; blown up with

gunpowder; struck by hghtning, or what ? To which he replied

" Narry one, but you better believe, Madame, that I've had the

worstest luck, and the morstest of it that, perhaps, by jim-eni, that
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you did see." (The last two words being strongly emphasized.) This

expression was a by-word among the boys for a long time afterwanl.

It was upon his claim that so many swarms of bees (twenty-eight)

were found in one day, June, 1837. The woods were literally filled

with bees in those days. If the setders had no other stock to boast

of, they had bees.

Mr. Orrendorff was not a man to settle down in one place for any

great length of time ; he was too fond of excitement for that. Con-

sequently no sooner had the rough and tumble of the few first years

worn off than he, hke Clyman, got restless and uneasy, and finally

went to California, where he died. But the recollection of his manly

form and daring spirit, as well as eccentricities of character, will

never fade from the memories of the early settlers of Milwaukee

County.

John Corbin.

Mr. Corbin, who came to Milwaukee in 1836, was from Keese-

ville, N. Y.; was among the first merchants to open a store in Mil-

waukee, which he did in company with Jeremiah B. Zander in the old

Walker warehouse at the point, in May of that year, under the firm

name of Zander & Corbin, with a stock of general merchandise,

where they remained until 1838, Avhen the firm was dissolved, Mr.

Zander retiring, and Sylvester L. Corbin became a partner. This

store being too small they removed, in 1839, to the Hollister ware-

house where they remained until 1841, when they succumbed to the

general pressure, and were succeeded by James Rathburn, from

Buffalo, who filled the store with a heavy stock of dry goods and

groceries. Mr. Corbin was of medium height, slightly built, had

dark hair and eyes, his voice was soft and low in tone. He was full

of fun and mischief and one of the most social and companionable

men of his time. He was also a great hunter and a splendid shot

with a rifle. He removed to Iowa about 1856, where he died a few

years ago.

Sylvester L. Corbin removed to Beaver Dam where he resided for

several years, and where, I am informed, he died some three years

ago, a mere wreck of what he once was, the result of intemperance.

He was a splendid looking man when I first knew him, tall and
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Straight, florid complexion, proud spirited and held the cards at that

time, which if properly handled, would have made him to-day one

of the solid men of Milwaukee, but such was not to be.

Correction.

On page 170, in sketch of G. W. Mygatt, the date ot his death

was by mistake omitted. He died October 26, 1883.
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Milwaukee in 1850, had become quite a noted city. The previous

winter had been a long one, the river as has been seen in the

previous chapter, having closed on the sixth of December. True

the cholera had decimated our ranks largely in 1849, but immigration

had also been large. Our population had now reached 20,000, and

our future looked bright. No sooner, however, had the winter of

1849-50 fairly set in than the usual number of balls and social

gatherings were inaugurated by the different fire and military com-

panies in the city. Fairs that would last a week, were held for the

benefit of the different orphan asylums, into which the young ladies

were wont to inveigle the innocent youth of our city during the

wee-sma' hours, and some of the elders too (occasionally) in order to

induce them to invest their small change in pin cushions, wax

dolls and other bric-a-brac, and in which they were very successful,

often to the great disgust of the boys when cornered by these win-

some beggars. The politicians were at Madison looking after their

little bills or getting wisdom by being initiated into the mysteries of that

wonderful organization known as the Ancient Oriental Evanic order

of the looi, in order to fit themselves for the arduous duties incident

to the life of a pioneer legislator, should they ever be called to that

high ofiice. The editors of the Sentinel and Gazette and the Wis-
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cousin were busv throwing mud at each other and abusing Noonan,

Sherman M. Booth was manufacturing political dam-a-nite, (and he

could do it too) for use in the coming presidential election for the

benefit of the Free Soil Party, and all was lovely. Thus the winter

passed away until March 3d, when the ice left the river, and April

4th brought us our first boat, the schooner RepubHc, from below,

which put us once m ore in communication with the east by water,

after which all was life and bustle in getting ready for the work of

the year.

Taxation.

There was, as the writer well remembers, and as no doubt the

reader who has followed him through these pages has not failed to

discover, much complaint, often without just cause, about the

enormous rate of taxation during the infancy of our city.

The following, taken from the Wisconsin of January 4th, is given

as an illustration of how it worked it many cases

:

Mr. Editor: Permit a tax-payer to enquire through your paper of the alder-

men of the First and Third wards in what manner the bridge tax of one-half of

one per cent, levied in 1849, has been expended. This tax amounted to the

enormous sum of $6,770; does it take all that to pay the bridge tenders ? Mil-

waukee is at present divided into five wards. In the first the tax is 5^ per

cent., and in the Third \%, independent of the special tax. I own a lot the

assessed value of which is Si230.oo, and upon which the tax is 144.90. Will some

good mathematician please figure out how much I can make by building upon

that lot, and then have the impi-ovements taxed in proportion.

Junius.

There was no reply to this inquiry, the aldermen being, no

doubt, unable to cipher it out. Neither was Junius alone in this matter,

there were several more who paid as high a tax as did he, but they

kept out of print.

Public Meeting.

There was a mass meeting held at the Court House, January 7 th,*

* It was shown at this meeting on the 7th that, with a population of 18,000,

the gross amount of taxes was $143,617.07, equal to $8.50 per capita, while
Detroit, with a population uf 20,000, paid $64,000, and Chicago only $55,000.
Among those who were particularly active at this meeting were Dr. Jas. John-

son, Frank Randall, Parcellet Potter, Wm. A. Prentiss, Levi Blossom, Alanson
Sweet, Leonard Kennedy, Cicero Comstock, James Kneeland, Ira E. Goodall,

Dr. L. W. Weeks, John L. Doran, and Gen. John McManman.
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under a call signed by one hundred and twenty of our most promi-

nent citizens, to receive and take action upon the report of a com-
mittee, consisting of Col. Geo. H. Walker, Dr. Jas. Johnson and Dr.

Jas. P. Greves, (appointed at a previous meeting held at the Military

Hall, January 4,) upon the amendments to the new city charter.

The meethig was called to order by Hon. Albert Smith, in the

absence of the President (B. H. Edgerton), and Clarence Shepard

was appointed Secretary. This was a very spirited meeting, and one

at which a large amount of "carburetted hydrogen was expended by

the different would be Solons, each of whom was loaded to the

muzzle with amendments, warranted not to cut in the eye, that, if

adopted, would effect a radical cure for all the evils which it was

claimed existed in the present charter. One wanted the number of

aldermen, then three in each ward, (elected annually,) increased to

four, two to go out each year, while another wanted all to go out.

One of the committee, Dr. Jas. Johnson, wanted a comptroller in

each ward. This was opposed by Alanson Sweet. Col. Walker

wanted the time for holding the charter election changed from April

to January, all the aldermen to be paid one dollar for each attend-

ance, claiming that that would make them more punctual. Mr.

Sweet claimed the right to expend the city money for the purpose of

entertaining guests from abroad, about which a row had been made.

Mr. Bielfeld read an account of certain resolutions passed on the

4th of July expenses, never before made public, the aggregate

amount of which was $600 to $800. The aldermen had voted to

have these proceedings not pubhshed. What their reasons were he

would not say, but would leave the people to think for themselves.

Dr. Johnson thought it no more than right that men who served

the city should have a jollification occasionally; and if no heavier

bills could be brought against them than this paltry sum, he never

would have assisted in calling a meeting to amend the city charter.

There were circumstances on this occasion which justified the ex-

penditures. The Chicago military on that day visited the city, and

were received at the city expense.

Mr. A. Sweet justified the course he had taken upon this subject.

It was in justice to the miUtary of the city, who requested the city to
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receive companies which they were unable to receive respectfully

themselves, and he would do it again under the same circumstances.

Mr. McManman thought the expenditure a just one. The mili-

tary had asked this, not for themselves, but as an honor to Mil-

waukee. It was usual in all cities, and these expenses were paid

without a murmur. We had not come here to bring up petty (juar-

rels, but to revise a city charter, and he hoped these deeds of the

common council would not be referred to again.

Gen. McManman was opposed by A. H. Bielfeld, and thus the

war went on, until it culminateci in the appointment of a new com-

mittee, consisting of three from each ward, who were to report at a

future meeting, after which they adjourned until the 14th, when

they held another " seance," resulting in a further adjournment until

the 1 6th, when, after a long and exciting session, they completed

their work by leaving the whole matter practically where they found

it, thereby fully verifying the old adage, that too many cooks spoil the

broth.

The principal changes were the abolition of the poll tax of $2.00

per capita, which up to that time had been the law, and reducing

the number of assessors in each ward from three to one.

The charter was then ordered to be engrossed, certified and sent

to Madison for approval, after which the meeting adjourned sine die.

There was also an article in the Wisconsin, of January i6th, from

some one who signed himself " city father," which contained some

pertinent suggestions about the proposed amendments to the charter,

one of which was, that the number of aldermen in each ward be

limited to two, one to go out each year. This advice, however, was

not followed, as that would not have given the politicians, who were

then just putting on their " war paint," and were anxious for " scalps,"

a chance to get them.

It is a little singular how many there are who are not only willing

but anxious to serve the public for nothing, and board themselves.

But so it is, and their numbers are increasing annually with the in-

crease of the chances for plunder. They are patriots only in name.

The following petition was also sent to Madison upon this then

very important subject

;
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To the Senate and Assembly of the State of Wisconsin :

The undersigned, aldermen of the City of Milwaukee, respectfully represent:

That the act for the incorporation of the City of Milwaukee is totally defective,

and the several amendments thereto that have been annually enacted have failed

to improve it. Immediately after the organization of the present board a new
charter was deemed necessary, and a committee was appointed who drafted the

one now before your honorable body, and which we pray your honorable body to

approve.

James H. Rogers, Edward Button,

Jacob A. Hoover, Nelsom Ludington,

Michael Page, John B. Juneau,*
Wm. Wedemeyer, Wm. p. Lynde,

Moses Kneeland, Henry A. Hayden.

A meeting was also held in the Second Ward, on the 2LSt of

January, at the Mansion House, August Greulich, Chairman, R. D.

Jennings and John B. Vliet, Secretaries, at which a series of resolu-

tions were adopted in favor of the new charter, (then at Madison,)

after which Jacob A. Hoover offered the following

:

Resolved, That whenever it shall be expedient to call meetings in this ward, in

future, (to make gas,) Mr. Becker, generally called the little giant, fron- the City

of Humboldt, is respectfully requested to appear, with his twenty-four pounder,

drawn by one yoke of oxen, to give the signal.

f

North western oil store opened this year at 233 (old number) East

Water street, L. B. Warner agent.

Improvements.

Among the improvements made this year, was the erection of a

block of three stores, known as Nos. 413, 415 and 417 East Water

street, by James Kneeland, the carpenter work upon which, was

done by Edwin Palmer and Geo. B. Bingham, the mason work by

Henry and Joseph Sivyer ; also No. 419, by Geo. J. Fowler; 421, by

Charles Waterman; 423, by J. C. Benton; 425, by Archabald Mc-

* This gentleman died August 23, 1883. He was a carpenter, and for a num-
ber of years quite a prominent master builder, but for the last twelve or fifteen

years had been a religious monomaniac. He was a nephew of Solomon Juneau,

and a rigid cathclic.

f The principal business of many of these meetings was in the olden time same
as they are to-day, solely for the purpose of making gas, and this one in particu-

lar, (as any one who ever reads the resolutions passed will see,) and, of course,

Mr. Hoover's resolution was in order.

38
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Fadyen; 427 and 429, by Charles Cain;* 431, by Owen Van

Dyke
; 433 and 435, by Cain & Edwards, (William Edwards of

Spear & Edwards and Charles Cain,) all upon the burnt district,

from the lire of May 17, 1849. And besides these there were two

brick stores erected at 275 and 277, by Henry and Samuel

Sivyer, and one at 297, by Edwin D. Baker ;t all of which

are yet in use, although mere shells, compared with some of

those built at the present day. There was also a four story brick

block erected by Dr. Jung, (a German) on the Market square,

yet standing and known as Nos. 457 and 459 East Water, and the

present Grand Central hotel, (though why it is called grand, no one

knows,) south west corner of Oneida and East Water streets, was

erected this year by Jacob Nunnemacher. There was also -one.

No. 418 East Water, erected by John Thompssen. This gentleman

also built the present residence of Hon. Edwin Hyde, No. 99 Fifth

street, where he lived until he left for Germany, where he is still liv-

ing. I remember Mr. Thompssen very well.

Fire.

The annexed is the sketch of the fire that occurred January 25,

1850, mention of which was made in Vol. 2, page 154, in connec-

tion with Messrs. Bradley &: Metcalf. This was quite a large fire and

as can be seen, the loss was quite heavy for those times.

Four Stores Burned—Loss $10,000.

At about seven o'clock this morning;, a fire broke out in store No. 195 East

Water street, occupied by Messrs. Newman & Ney_. as a dry goods and variety

store, and spread with such rapidity, that before an alarm could be raised, and the

engines got upon the ground, the store was enveloped in flames. The books were

taken out by a lad of 14 years, named Benton, who broke in the door. The

amount of stock in the store of Newman & Ney, is estimated at from $5000 to

$6000, considerable of which was saved. No estimate of the loss can be made.

Insured in the Columbus (Ohio) insurance company, (J. P. McGregor, agent) for

*Charles Cain was quite a prominent builder (brick mason) for some 20 years,

after which he went into the lumber business, and subsequently, some where
along in the sixties, removed to Manitowoc county, where he died a few years

ago. He was a man of fair business abilities, but not of executive. 1 remember
him v;ell.

fThese are the ones referred to in the previous chapter, as the ones that were in

contemplation to erect this year by Messrs. Baker & Sivyer.
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$3000, which will probably cover all damages. The tuikling was owned by

A. O. T. Breed of Wauwatosa. Not insured.

The next store, Mo, 193, was owned by Shepard & Bonnell, and unoccupied,

was entirely destroyed, loss $1800 to 2000. Insured $1200 ni the North Western

company, of Oswego, N. Y., (Julius White, agent.)

No. 191, building owned by William Bradley, and occupied by Bradley & Met-

calf, heavy boot and shoe dealers, and manufacturers. This firm had from $15,-

000 to $18,000 of stock, most of which was saved. Damage sustained principally

by water, and in moving stock—to what amount is not known. Insured f5000

in the Howard Insurance company, New York City, J. A. Noonan, agent ; and

$5000 in the North Western Insurance company, Oswego, Julius White, agent.

The building was entirely destroyed. Loss about $2000 —insured $1200

—

Company not known.

No. 189, building owned by Lyndsey Ward, and occupied by P. W. Badgley,

wholesale grocer and liquor dealer. The loss was mostly caused in the removal

of goods, but fully covered by insurance in the ^Etna at Hartford $2000, (Wm.

A. Whaling, agent;) Protection, Hartford, (E. Worthington, agent, $2000;

North Western, Oswego (J. White, agent,) $2000; Columbus (J. P. McGregor

agent,) $2000 : building considerably damaged. Insurance unknown.

No. 187, building owned and occupied by J. N. Bonesteel, dry goods merchant.

The fire did not reach this store, but loss was considerable from moving of goods,

and damage by water—Fully insured in the North Western Insurance company.

Ogden & Magee, No. 185, and Mr. J. Heart, No. 183, dry goods dealers. Loss

by moving goods, light.

The splendid block of stores of Mr. Martin, was considerably damaged on the

south wall by heat and water.

We regret to learn of the occurrence of one accident. Mr. A. E. Dibble, of the

firm of Dibble & Berry, while standing near one of the buildings, was struck in

the face by some falling bricks from a chimney, cutting his lips severely. The

fire is supposed to have caught from a stovepipe, in the store of Messrs. Newman

& Ney, as it was first seen in the ceiling through which the pipe passed. Mr.

Newman had made the fire but three quarters of an hour before, and had left the

store for breakfast about twenty minutes before the alarm was given.

Everything was apparently safe when he left, and it must have caught immedi-

ately afterwards, as, when the alarm was given, it had progressed beyond the

power of firemen or water to save. Too much care cannot be observed with

stoves and lights—in stores especially, where there are so many combustil)le ma-

terials which take fire almost like tinder.

New Firm.

J. P. Stillman & Co., clocks and looking gla.sses, 330 East Water,

came this year.
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The Milwaukee river got on the rampage this year. The Senti7iel

says :

It was so high on Saturday that its back water flooded all the cel-

lars on East Water street. The water has been receding since Sunday

morning and they are now free from water. The sewer on the corner of East Water

and Michigan street caved in, and flooded the cellar under Mr. Gardiner's store.

The street inspector is now repairing it and it will be all right by to-morrow.

We understand that the railroad embankment suffered some damage, and that

the plank road, near the Menomonee, was considerably racked by the flood.

Leland's old American House burned October 26th, 1850. The

firemen fi-om Racine and Kenosha, here on a visit, helped at the fire.

Turned Out of Doors.

The following explains itself:

The hose cart of hose company No. i, which for want of other quarters, has

been kept these three months past in Kellogg's warehouse, has been turned out

of doors to make room for storage. The cart stands in the open street, the hose

froze 2ip and, of course, utterly unserviceable. Unless promptly provided with

suitable quarters the company will disband, and the hose and cart be left to rot.

This apparatus, purchased last fall at a cost of some $800, and put in charge of a

spirited and efficient company, has already suffered serious injury from ihe inex-

cusable neglect of the common conncil to provide a suitable house or room. Do

our city fathers intend that it shall be entirely ruined ? If not, let them take

measures to-night, to provide the hose company with a good house.

Some spicy correspondence followed this announcement concern-

ing the neglect of the council to provide for the fire department in

a better manner, in which A. J. Langworthy, Nelson Soggs and John

S. Fillmore, took a part, with but little successs, as such was the

poverty of the city at that time, that a petition was actually presented

to the legislature asking that half of the bridge fund might be appro-

priated to the use of the fire department. It is better now.

Adolph Cramer.

This gentleman, now so prominent in insurance circles, is a native

of Germany, where he was born in 1827, and from whence he

emigrated to America in 1847, came to Milwaukee for a short time,

but, thinking that Chicago was a better point, went there in 1850.

A residence of one year, however, in that city of sin, dissipated all

that, and he returned to his first love, Milwaukee, and in 1851
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opened a small retail grocery on Chestnut Street, (at that time the

" Amsterdam" of the Germans,) ran it for a year, when he returned

to Chicago again, this time as a bookkeeper, where he remained for

five years, returning to Milwaukee in 1857, and opened a crockery

store on East Water Street, the firm being Cramer & Becker. This

was discontinued at the end of one year. His next venture was as

business manager of a new German paper called the Atlas, edited

by the late B. Domschke, which lasted until i860, when he was

appointed a clerk in the State Land Office at Madison, by Gov. Alex.

Randall. This position he soon gave up, and on the breaking out of

the Rebellion was appointed quartermaster of the 25th Regiment,

which he accompanied to Louisiana and Arkansas. But in 1865,

his health compelled him to resign, and in March of that year was

appointed to his present position as Secretary of the Milwaukee

Mechanics' Mutual Insurance Company, where he is to-day.

Mr. Cramer, as has been seen, has had somewhat of a checkered

life, but found his proper place at last, and it is no flattery to say,

that when the company secured him they got the right man for the

position, as his retention for all these years fully proves. He has a

perfect knowledge of every duty connected with the oftice, and under

his care the clerical work goes quietly on with the regularity of clock

work, (Mr. Preusser's being merely supervisory.) He is always to be

found at his post, and is a good representative of his countrymen,

who as a class have a peculiar adaptation for clerical work.

This company has also been long noted for the selection as well as

the retention of its employes, and in the person of Daniel Schultz as

a general agent, and Gustav W. Griebling as assistant secretary, it

has two as good men for the position as can be found in the city.

Mr. Schultz has first class qualifications for hisposition. He sees through

a crooked case by intuition (and many such occur in the experience of

every insurance adjuster), and is a hard man for a would 'be sharper

to beat. Mr. Griebling, the assistant secretary, has a " map," so to

speak, of all the ofiice work past and prospective in his head, and

will answer any question about office business promptly.

Under such an oftice corps, presided over by such a man as

Christian Preusser, it is no wonder that the Milwaukee Mechanics'

Mutual Insurance Company has grown to be such a power in the
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land. Its growth has been truly wonderful, the results of having the

right men at its head and keeping them there. " Rolling stones

gather no moss."

The House that Mack Built.—Herman L. "Mack.

This gentleman was born at Altenkandstadt, a small hamlet in

Bavarian Germany, from where he came to America, landing at

New York City in May, 1849.

His first place of settlement was at Cincinnati, from whence he

came to Milwaukee October 16, 1850. His first employment after

his arrival was as a clerk for Mack & Co., their place of business

being at what is now 194 West Water Street, where it was continued

up to 1854,* when a partnership was formed by the subject of this

sketch with his brothers Max, and Lewis S. Mack ^the latter men-

tioned having come in 185 1) under the title of Mack Brothers, after

which they removed to their new store 379 East Water (present

number). And as they were all three wide awake and energetic

business men, of course were not long in placing themselves at the

head of the dry goods trade in Milwaukee as well as throughout the

entire Northwest. This firm was dissolved, however, a few years

later. Max and Lewis S., retiring, the former going first to Cincin-

nati and subsequently to New York City, followed by Lewis S., a

few years later, (and where they at present reside) and a new part-

nership was formed by H. S. Mack with his brother Hugo, (who had

previously been in business at La Crosse) under the title of H. S.

Mack & Co. The new firm was very successful and did a large

business up to 1870, when H. S., beheving that Milwaukee was

destined to become a good point for the manufacture of woollen

scarfs, jackets and hosiery, went to Europe and imported men and

machinery for that purpose. This enterprise, which has proved a

bonanza, was carried on under the title of the Northwestern Knit-

ting Works, and in addition to that they have recently commenced

the mannfacture of clothing in which they have also been very suc-

cessful, and have built up a large trade, employing in that depart-

*This house was founded by Max Mack (afterwards Mack, Oltinger & Co.)
Mr. Ottinger, Sr., who was a resident of New York City, never lived here, (his

interest being represented by his son Bernhardt) he withdrew his interest upon
the organization of the new firm.
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ment alone over 300 men and women, with a prospect of increasing

it annually.

Mr. Mack has always, taken a Hvely interest in the growth and

prosperity of Milwaukee, and as a proof of his faith in its future in-

vested largely in real estate in the early days of our city, and has

consequendy made money. He was also an active member of the

old volunteer fire department and ran with the machine with

Clarence Shepard, J. F. Birchard, Geo. D. Dousman, P. Van
Vechten, A. J. Langworthy and others of the old volunteer depart-

ment, and often speaks of the hard work performed by the depart-

ment in the olden time. Mr. Mack was appointed by Gov. L.

Fairchilds, in 1867, to represent Wisconsin in the world's exposition

at Paris, and in 1873 by Gov. C. C. Washburn, ^o the same high

office at Vienna, Austria, both of which he filled with credit to the

state as well as himself, and during which he traveled quite exten-

sively over Europe. Mr. Mack is also a prominent Odd Fellow and

Mason, in both of which organizations he has filled all the oftices up

to, and including that of grand representative of the former to the

Grand Lodge of the U. S., at the session held in New York City in

1867 and at Baltimore in 1868. Such is a brief sketch of the busi-

ness fife of Herman S. Mack, one of our best known and active Ger-

man citizens. In person he is short and stoutly built, has a constitution

capable of great physical endurance which he often tests to its

utmost capacity. Like most of his countrymen he is very fond of

money and takes great pleasure in its accumulation. He walks with

a quick nervous step, (no grass growing under his feet), speaks loud

and in sharp commanding tone, looks you square in the eyes when

talking, is social with acquaintances if not busy, but if busy, a

monosyllable is all the answer they will be likely to get. He is sharp

and keen and will not play second to any one if he can help it. He

has a suflicient degree of pride to prevent him from going astray,

and if he gives his word will keep it, if it breaks him, professional

honor, with him being the motor that governs all his movements.

Such are some of the personal characteristics of Herman S. Mack,

one of Milwaukee's prominent German citizens, and successful busi-

ness men.
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A New Warehouse.

A new warehouse was built this year at the foot of Milwaukee

street by the late Horatio Stevens, (a part of which is yet standing)

for the use of the Michigan Central railroad.

Joel W. Hemenway's Bank.

This well remembered "wild cat" institution, for it was in reality

nothing else, some of whose bills are yet in existence, was chartered

February 12, 1850. It was the "congener" of some half dozen

others of a similar character, with whose bills the state, as well as

the city, was overrun for some ten years, previous to the rebellion,

(which if it brought no other blessing upon the country, gave us a

sound currency) whose bills called for specie upon presentation at

their banking house, the location of which was in some out of the

way place, the exact spot in many cases unknown even to them-

selves, and could not have been found, with the aid of a good

dog. Any man who could raise seven dollars and a half, could start

one of these institutions (located some where in the woods) issue bills,

and get gain. Several were located in the dense forests on Lake

Superior. In fact I could name some three or more individuals,

who visited La Point in the summer of 1857 to record the papers

that would entitle them to flood the state with these worthless prom-

ises to pay on presentation at their banking house. These bills

would pass readily for a while, as their resemblance to genuine

"Perkins Plate Vignette" was well calculated to deceive. But the

bubble burst at last, and all was over with those bogus institutions,

but the recollection of them will last for a generation to come.

Besides these there were quite a number of private institutions called

banks of deposit, and i}^?>Q.Q\\\Vi, particularly the discount^ among

whom were Kneeland & Hull, Bean & Burlock, afterwards Town-

send, Bean & Burlock; Heartel &: Greenleaf, H. Papendike & Co.,

Bridge Bros., Cook & Co., and several others, with a capital all the

way from $200,000 doiv7i to $25,000 c«/^/<fr, into all of which it was

easy to deposit money (ifone had any) but not so easy to get it out,

the presentation of a sight draft for $3000, creating as much conster-

nation in most of them, as would the appearance of a bull in a china

shop, and who went the way of allflesh in less than three, and most
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of them in less than one year from their opening. Thev were
founded upon the sand, and when the rains descended and the

floods came, they felL I think that out of the whole list, Messrs.

Kneeland & Hull were the only ones who paid out as much as they

took in. But the advent ot the national banks used them all up.

The following is the bi!l for establishing the first dock line in our

city, and is inserted here as a part of the history proper :

City Wharf—Fourth Ward.

An act to authorize the construction of a wharf in the city of Milwaukee.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in the senate and assembly,

do enact as follows :

Section i.—It shall be lawful for the aldermen of the Fourth ward of the city

of Milwaukee, to cause the construction of a substantial wharf, four feet in height,

above the surface of the river, upon the established dock line, commencing on the

Milwaukee river, at lot one in block fifty-seven, in the Fourth ward, and follow-

ing the dock line along the west side of said river to the junction of the Menominee

river and thence on both sides of said Menominee river, along the platted dock line of

the Fifth ward, thence up the water basin, from its junction with the Menominee

river to its western terminus, at the east line of the west half of southwest

quarter of section twenty-nine, all within the limits of the Fourth ward of said

Milwaukee ; also, to dredge, or excavate, the river in front of said wharves, at

least one hundred feet in width, and of sufficient depth to afford safe and con-

venient navigation of the same for vessels of the largest class; the earth so ex-

cavated shall be deposited upon the lots opposite such excavation.

Sec 2. To defray the expense of constructing said wharves, and of dredging, or

excavating the river in front thereof as aforesaid, under the direction of the

aldermen thereof, a special tax upon each of the said lots fronting on said improve-

ments, in proportion to the extent of front of each such lot, which tax shall be

collected in the same manner as is now provided by law for the assessment and

collection of taxes in the city of Milwaukee.

Sec 3. 'I'he said aldermen shall cause notice to be given to all persons inter-

ested by publication in some daily newspaper published in the city of Milwaukee

for thirty days, which notice shall state the number of the several lots and blocks,

included in the first section of this act, the names of the owners thereof, if known,

a specification of the work to be done, and the length of time in which the im-

provement is required to be made by the owner or owners of the several lots

therein specified.

Sec. 4. The owner or owners of any ol the said lots may make, or cause to be

made, a wharf, and dredge, or cause to be dredged, the river in front of his or

their lot or lots, in pursuance of the first section of this act, and no lax or assess-

ment shall be levied or collected upon any such lot or lots
;
provided, the same

29
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shall be completed within six months after the first publication of the notice re-

quired to be given by the third section of this act.

Moses M. Strong.

Speaker of the Assembly,

Samull W. Beall.

Lt. Governor and president of the Senate.

Approved February 4th, 1850.

Nelson Dewey.

City Clerk's Oefice,
^

April 15, 1850. S

Resolved. That the local committee of the P'ourth ward are hereby authorized

and directed to cause the construction of a substantial wharf, four feet in height

above the surface of the river, upon the established dock line, from the intersec-

tion of the south side of Spring street with said established dock, along said dock

line to the Monominee river, or to the southeast corner of lot one, block 147 in

said ward ; thence up said Menominee river on both sides of the same to the east

side of Third street ; and also to cause the Milwaukee river in front of said wharf

to be dredged or excavated one hundred feet in width, and to a depth of ten feet

below the surface of the water ; and the Menominee river to be entirely dredged

or excavated to the same depth between the two wharf lines ;—that the wharf shall

be composed of piles driven close together and cut off at or below the suiTace of

the water, and the remainder to be built of foot square timber, well secured to

the bank by ties.

Notice IS hereby given to the owners, agents or occupants of the lots fronting

on the river within the limits above given, a list of which lots is annexed below,

to cause the above work along and in front of their respective lots, to be done

and completed on or before the 20th day of October next. If said work or any

part of it shall not be entirely completed by the time above named, the local com-

mittee of said ward will cause the same to be done and defray the expenses as

provided by an act of the legislature approved February 4th, 1850.

lock.
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do
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t(i win botli wealth and fame, or know the reason why. His first

place of business was in the J. B. Martin Building, (erected the pre-

vious year,) southwest corner of East Water and Wisconsin Streets,

where he remained until 1852, when he removed to the northeast

corner, (same street,) over Kirby's jewelry store, and from there, in

1 86 1, to his present office. No. 393 Broadway. Mr. Gary has been

one of the most prominent, as well as one of the most successful

insurance men who ever came here, and is the oldest agent in the

city, having been in the business continuously for thirty-three years,

and is the acknowledged " Nestor" of the craft in Milwaukee.

Neither do I know of another agent who has retained the confidence

of his companies to that extent that he has. He believes in doing

right, let the consequences be what they may, always acts on his

own judgment, and as a rule is always ahead. He dislikes all

chicanery or unfair dealing, and will transact no business with a dis-

honest man if he can avoid it. He is sharp, as well as shrewd,

always sees all the technical points involved in the settlement of a

loss, and will always see that justice is don'e the insured as well as

the company.

In person Mr. Gary is stoutly built, has a good sound constitution,

and a well balanced head. His face is large, round and full, with a

slightly florid complexion. He has a strong voice, speaks very

deliberately and very distinctly, and unless joking, (which he does

occasionally,) always means just what he says. He walks slowly, in

fact he never does anything in a hurry, is very careful what he says,

is very methodical in his business and makes few mistakes. He has

a wonderful memory—few men in the city have as good. His circle

of acquaintance is very large, with a few only of whom he is very

intimate. To the others he is polite and social, but nothing more.

Had he been educated for a lawyer he would doubtless have worn

the "judicial ermine" early in life, as he certainly has a fine legal

mind and one that grasps all the points in a case with a clearness

that always makes the successful judge. He is fond of mirth, and

can if he will be very sarcastic.

The writer's acquaintance with Mr. Gary began in 1853, since

which time he has never lost sight of him. In political faith he is a

Republican, but not a politician. In religious faith a liberal. His
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habits of life are regular, his word is good as the gold, and few are

the men in Milwaukee who can show a cleaner if as clean a business

record as can Charles J. Gary.

The City Hotel was run for a while this year by H. W. Gunnison

and C. H. H. Papendike.

Great Storm.

On February 21, occurred the worst storm of the season. It was

accompanied by a wind that blew down half the signs in the city

and quite a large number of chimneys. It was a fearful night.

Hats and Caps.

There was a new hat and cap store opened this year at 366 East

Water Street by Geo. P. Gififord and S. A. Ellithrope.

A DISGRACEFUL RIOT.

John B. Smith's House Attacked by a Mob.

A disgraceful riot occurred in Milwaukee on the evening of the

4th of March, 1850, which cast a stigma for a long time upon our

fair fame as a law and order loving community. It was the natural

sequence of the liquor traffic combined with the efforts made by

the Democratic leaders to keep control of the foreign vote. A law

had been passed the previous winter, approved February 8, 1850,

(or rather the law of 1849 amended) through the instrumentality

(mainly) of Hon. John B. Smith, of this senatorial district—known

in after years as the Graham law—which contained a provision mak-

ing the vendor of liquor hable (personally) for all damage that might

follow to persons or state from the act of any one while under its in-

fluence.

The passage of this law produced great excitement among the

Germans who were very sensitive upon the temperance question, and

culminated, as stated, in an attack upon the residence of Mr. Smith,

in which considerable damage was done to his furniture and dwell-

ing, after which the mob (consisting of some tliree hundred in num-

ber) dispersed. Those of our citizens friendly to this law, were of

course, highly indignant at this outrage, and no little discussion was

had upon the subject. Is is proper and just, however, to state that

the mass of the Germans were as indignant as were the native
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Americans, and were defended by Mr. Chas. Brandiker in a very

able letter published in the Wisco?isi?i of the 6th, in which he com-

mented somewhat severely upon the course pursued by the daily

Volksfrciikd, which was replied to by Messrs. Fratney and Herz-

burg (editors) in the Wisconsin of the 8th, in which reply, although

they e.xpressed great indignation at the outrage, yet had no sym-

pathy for Mr. Smith, who they pretended to consider a dangerous

man. They might just as well have said that they were glad, as to

have said what they did. But the indignation of the law and order

portion of the community was up to fever heat, and a call was made

in the Wiscotisin of the 2ist, signed by over 1200 of the best citizens,

including many ladies, for a mass meeting on the 2 2d, at the Free

Congregational Church (then standing where the central fire station

now does) and headed

The Crisis has Come—Shall the Law be Sustained?

Fellow Citizens:

A crisis has arrived. Our city has been disgraced by a mob. The property of

one of our citizens has been destroyed by lawless violence, the rioters go unpun-

ished, and no decided expression has yet been made of the strong feeling that

exists in the community against this outrage.

A public meeting, headed by the Mayor and sanctioned at least by one of the

aldermen,* has condemned Senator Smith, the object of mob violence, for his

agency in procuring the passage of this lavi', and censured the Legislature of Wis-

consin for acting (as they say) in opposition to the expressed wishes of the citizens

of Milwaukee, but recommend no measure for the vindication of the law, or for

bringing the rioters to punishment.

In view of these facts, we, the undersigned, invite our fellow citizens, without

distinction of party, or sex, to meet at the Free Congregational Church, on Friday

evening, March 22, to express our disapprobation of the late mob, and to discuss

and act upon the question of sustaining the amended act in relation the sale of

intoxicating liijuors.

In pursuance of this call, the meeting was held at the Free Church

to discuss the (juestion, at which an attempt was made by Jas. B.

Cross, a leading anti-temperance and Democratic politician of that

day, to get control of it, by nominating the Mayor, D. A. J- Upham,
as Chairman, who upon taking the chair, although there was a

decided objection made to his doing so, made a few brief remarks,

' This meeting was at the Military Hall, on the nth of March.
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the substance of which was, that ahhough not in sympathy with the

objects of the meeting, yet, if it was thought he could be of any use

in allaying the excitement, he was wiUing to serve, but at the same

time must not be held responsible for any opinions expressed by the

meeting, as in all such meetings a majority might differ from him in

opinion upon matters that were likely to come before it. At the

close of this little speech, Hon. John E. Cameron and Alanson

Sweet were appointed Vice Presidents, and Chas. F. Bode and Dun-

can E. Cameron (all Democrats), Secretaries.

This done, a committee, consisting of J. B. Cross, Frederick

Fratney, Michael Walsh, Moritz Schoeffier, and A. W. Stark,* were

appointed to draft resolutions expressive of the sense of this meeting,

which of course, as is usual on such occasions, were already pre-

pared, and upon the attempt being made to read them the row

commenced and continued for nearly four hours, during which Mr.

Cross, as chairman of the committee, attempted and m part suc-

ceeded in reading the following

Preamble and Resolutions.

Whereas, The fundamental principles of government are founded upon and

upheld by the laws of the land, which laws are enacted for the protection of every

citizen, however humble. And, whereas, The safety and peace of every com-

munity depends upon the power and efficiency of these laws, and their proper

administration. And, whereas, Every citizen, for his own safety and protection,

has a deep interest in the administration of the laws, and is bound by the strong-

est obligation to respect and uphold the same. Therefore,

Resolved, That we heartily respond to the call of the friends of law and order in

the City of Milwaukee.

That we are opposed to all mobs, riots, and unlawful assemblies, of what kind

and nature soever, that have a tendency directly or indirectly to endanger the

public peace, and raise feuds and jealousies among the people, whether the avowed

object of such assemblies be lawful or otherwise.

That we abhor and detest mobocracy in every shape and form, as well in spirit

and feeling as in open acts and deeds. That the recent outrage committed upon

the property of Hon. J. B. Smith, is an open violation of the laws of ihe land,

and deserving not only the frowns, the censure and the just indignation of an

injured community, but also the severest penalties of the law.

That we believe that our citizens generally, without distinction of nationality,

party, or sect, are a peaceable, orderly, labor loving, and law abiding people.

* The one eye.
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That they respect tlie powers that be, admire our free institutions, cheerfully con-

tribute to the support of tlie government, and strive to live in strict conformity

,vith the laws of the land.

That we approve of the measures taken and the course pursued by our Mayor,

the Hon. D. A. 1. Utiiam, in his endeavor, in concert with the Common Council

and'police of the city, to ferret out and bring to justice the guilty authors of the

late outrage committed upon the property of Hon. John B. Smith. That we are

confident that the course pursued and the measures adopted, under all the circum-

stances, are the best, the wisest, and the most judicious, that could possibly have

been adopted, in order to effect the object in view, and justly entitle them (/. e.)

the Mayor and police, to the confidence and esteem of the public.

These resolutions were declared adopted by the mayor, but the

people were not to be put down so easily, and the row continued

until near midnight, during which several were badly hurt, and one

August Philip, who kept a saloon at that time on Market Square,

called Hell (and it was rightly named) and who wore a very long

beard, was seized by that appendage by Samuel Wells, now a resi-

dent of California,* who by straightening out his ann caused Philip

to face to the right about, in which position he marched him to the

door giving him a kick in the rear every two or three steps in order

to hasten his movements, where with one that made Philip think a

billy goat had butted him, sent him flying down the steps into the

street. t Shortly after which the balance of the rioters, fearing that

a similar exit awaited them, left, and the meeting was reorganized

by the election of Ed. D. Holton, president, Jas. H. Paine vice-

president, and Herbert Reed secretary, after which the following

resolutions were read and adopted :

*Mr. Wells was in Milwaukee in 1883, and had a good laugh over this affair at

the Free Church.

fThis man Philip, who no doubt, many yet living can remember, was a
bad citizen. He was a short, dumpy little chap, with very crooked legs. He
was broad shouldered, had a large head, covered with a thick matt of coarse
i)rown hair, and a pair of eyes, tliat from the excessive use of stimulants, looked like

a couple of mahogany door knobs. His mouth, which was toothless, or nearly so,

was very wide and when open, would have fooled a kingfisher. He was just the
man to run such a place as " Hell," which was the sign over his door. He was
also a prominent fireman under the old volunteer system, and took great pride in

a])pearingin uniform on review days. He was lost on the Lady Elgin, and when
asked by a comrade, just as the boat was going down, who found him seated at

a table in the cabin, with a glass of beer in his hand, to get a door or something
and try to save himself, his reply was, " Nein, I never gets so goot a chance to
die mit mein uniform on again, und I goes down mit der poat." And he did, but
I have often laughed when thinking of the ridiculous figure he made the night
when Samuel Wells put him out of the old Free Church, it was a rich scene.
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Whereas, On the evening of Monday, March 4th, a large number of persons as

sembled on Market Square from where they marched in a riotous manner throutrh

the streets and attacked with lawless violence the dwelling of one of our citizens.

And whereas, all such riotous demonstrations are dangerous to society, and

subversive of true liberty, and deserve the severest reprobation ; Therefore,

Resolved, That we decidedly disapprove and condemn the late mob, and deem

those, whether present or absent, who aided, encouraged or connived at it, by

word or deed, as guiltv of a high offense against the public welfare.

And, whereas. The active members of the late meeting at the Military Hall,

over which the Mayor of the city presided, was composed in great part of the

same persons v/ho either committed, or connived at the riot, and have, as we

believe, a design to overawe the friends of law and good order. Therefore,

Resolved, That we sincerely regret that such a meeting should have had the

countenance of the Mayor as the presiding officer, and the aid of an alderman* in

framing the resolutions, the tendency of which was (notwithstanding their pro-

fessions of regard for law and order) to excite the rioters to further exhibitions of

mobocratic violence.

A>{D, whereas. We have good reasons to believe that the dealers in intoxica-

ting liquors and their friends instigated the late riot

—

Resolved, That we see in this disgraceful and cowardly act of violence a new

and forcible proof of the evil nature of the liquor traffic, and of the necessity and

wisdom of the law making the liquor dealers responsible to the community and

individuals for the results of their business, and we pledge ourselves to use our

influence to sustain and enforce this law.

Resolved, That it is the duty of our city authoiities to rehuke the mob spirit,

and to adopt the most decided and effectual measures to bring the offenders to

justice, and that any relaxation of the fulfilment of this duty, from consideration

of political office, or business, will invite a repetition of violence, and may bring

our city the bad eminence of being the mob city of the west.

Resolved, That the charge made against the Hon. John B. Smith, of disregard-

ing the petition of his constituents, in relation to the law regulating the sale of

intoxicating drinks, is untrue.

f

Resolved, That the Hon. John B. Smith, our Senator, in advocating and voting

for the law repealing all authority granted the Common Council to give license for

the sale of intoxicating drinks, and holding the dealers thereof responsible for the

evils of their traffic, shows a moral courage and devotion to principle that should

secure to him the confidence and support of every good citizen.

Resolved, That our brethren from foreign lands, who came here to find a refuge

* Huebschmann.

f One of the charges made against Mr. Smith by the liquor party was, that he
refused to present their petitions, which charge was most emphatically denied in

the Wisconsiti, of March 6, and further than that, that no sucli petitions were ever
sent him by any one during the session of the Legislature.

30
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from tiie tyranny ot despotic governments, are welcome to homes amongst us,

and to all the rights and immunities of our institutions. But we must insist that

in return for all these privileges they shall in common with ourselves refrain from

all disorderly and riotous conduct.

Which, having been adopted, a committee consisting of S. M.

Booth, Jas. H. Paine, Dr. Jas. Douglas, John M. Medbery, and

Asahel Finch, Jr., were appointed to report resolutions, at a meeting

to be held at the same place, on Monday next, the 23d, at 10 a. ini.

And at which meeting the committee reported the following

:

Whereas, At a meeting held at this place last evening, pursuant to a call

signed by over twelve hundred of our peace loving citizens, it was interrupted by

the riotous conduct of a small number of persons present, we deem it proper and

due lo ourselves, and to the cause of law and order, to express an opinion in

relation lo said conduct, its cause and its perpetrators. Therefore,

Resolved, That this meeting disclaim any desire to express itself harshly, or

vindictively, whatever may have been the provocation, against any person or per-

sons, in regard to their conduct or the cause they espoused ; but we feel bound to

declare that it was self evident to all present that there was a preconcerted

arrangement on the part of persons opposed to the objects of the meeting to take

its organization out of the hands of its friends. That the chief conspirators in

this movement were Jas. B. Cross and D. A. J. Upham, Mayor of the city, and

that the last named gentleman made himself the most prominent in the disturb-

ance that ensued. That it is the opinion of this meeting, that the Mayor, Mr.

D. A. J. Upham, had it entirely in his power to have preserve! order, had he but

set the example himself, instead of which he was the most persistent among the

rioters, and instead of endeavoring to preserve order, as the Mayor of a city is

expected to do, as he ought to do, and as he is by his oath bound to do, he led the

way, in disregard of all these obligations, in promoting the violation of order and

law, and therefore his conduct deserves the severest reprehension from an

aggrieved, insulted and outraged community.

Resohied, That we accept the issue of law or no law, order or disorder, the

government of reason or the government of brute force, which has been tendered

us by the Mayor, and his mobs, and we pledge ourselves to maintain the rights of

properly, of free speech, and the supremacy of the law against the assaults of the

rioters, at all hazards.

On motion, a committee, consisting of S. M. Booth, J. P. Greves,

M. Densmore, Dr. Douglas, Jas. H. Paine, L. Kennedy, Edwin

Palmer, A. Finch, Jr., Herbert Reed, J. P. Stebbins, J. McDugald,

Williams Lee, and G. B. Boyd, were appointed to make a full report,

at a meeting to be held on the 26th, of the proceedings at the meet-
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ing of the 22d, which report occupied two columns in the Wiseonsin,

and in which the action of the Mayor,* as well of Mr. J. B. Cross,

was commented upon in no honied words. A resolution was also

offered and adopted, that the Common Council demand the resigna-

tion of the Mayor, of his office as such, after which the meeting

adjourned.

ED. D. HOLTON, President.

Jas. H. Paine, Vice President.

Herbert Reed, Secretary.

This, as far as the public were concerned, ended this exciting af-

fair, the natural sequence of the deep rooted jealousy of the Ger-

mans against what they considered the encroachments of the ad-

vocates of temperance upon their liberties, kept alive by the aid

of a few such men as Jas. B. Cross, who if he had any one virtue

more prominent than another, that virtue certainly was not temper-

ance. He had an eye for a seat in congress and saw no way to ob-

tain it except by the aid of the foreign vote ; hence his course.

Mr. Upham also, at that time, had his eye fixed upon the guber-

natorial chair, and perhaps let his ambition to some extent cloud his

better judgment. Neither can it be truthfully said that the gentle-

men who were prominent upon the other side were wholly free from

guile or prejudice, a trait that all of us have to a much greater ex-

tent than wf are willing to admit. How aptly the words of Scot-

land's bard apply to all of us

:

Oh wad some power the giftie gie' us

To see oursels as ithers see us !

It wad frae mony a blunder free us,

And foolish notion !

Two lengthy and bitter articles from Mr. Cross, that were replied

to by Mr. Holton, closed the discussion and peace once more cast

*It cannot be denied that the course pursued by Mayor Upham in this

matter was exceedingly partisan and unfair. His strong prejudices against every
thing not Democratic led him to do things that in after years he regretted. He
was very ambitious and as a politician very aggressive. The Democrats at that

time were in full possession of the government and acted upon the assumption
(at least in this city) that the Whigs or temperance party had no rights that they

were bound to respect, and they did not. D. A. J. Upham was at heart a kind
man and a good citizen, but his party affiliations were too strong to be set aside,

and he would vote the Democratic ticket every time and often, no doubt, against

his better judgment.
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her white mantle over us. I have often thought, however, when

lookmg back to that night, how perfectly inconsistent the course

pursued by Mayor Upham was, particularly as he was the chairman

of the great temperance meeting held May, 1849, in the Metho-

dist Church on Spring Street, and was to all appearance at that time

in full sympathy with it, but as both he and Mr. Cross have gone to

the better land, it is proper and just that we cast the broad mande

of Christian charity over their actions.

Fire.

A fire broke out in the small frame dwelling on the southeast cor-

ner of Mason and Jackson Streets, where the Noonan homestead

now stands, then the residence of the late Thos. J. Noyes, March

4, 1850, during which the effect such an occasion will have on some

people, was illustrated in the following manner : The day was quite

warm, so much so as to cause the snow, some eight inches in depth,

(that had fallen the day previous) to melt rapidly, rendering it some-

what difficult to haul the engines to the fire—which was on the roof

—and as there was no wind it was soon extinguished with snow-

balls. This did not, however, deter a few excited individuals from

going up stairs, kicking out the window and lifting a mahogany

bureau, filled Avith linen, into the opening and send it spinning to the

ground with such force as to cause it to split from end to end, and

spill its contents into the snow. After which they walked deliber-

ately down stairs and departed, feeling perfectly satisfied apparently

with their good luck in being able to do some damage if the house

did not burn. I have, when passing there, often thought of that

scene, and how completely demoralized some people are at the cry

of fire. I can see those fools now as they sweat and panted in their

efforts to demolish that bureau, and they succeeded.

We had a second snow storm on the 6th, after which it was very

cold.

The Kenosha War.—A Humorous Sketch.

War has been one of the principal industries of the human race*

since its advent upon this planet of ours, until the present time.

*l'erhap.s inhuman would be more appropriate.
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Some, like those inaugurated by Hannibal the Carthaginian,

Caesar the Roman, Alexander the Macedonian, Xerxes the Persian,

Cyrus the Assyrian, and other distinguished military pugilists of

ancient times as well as those of Napoleon Bonaparte of more

modern, were for conquest alone, while others Hke the Trojan, were

all on account of a woman, and if history is true a. dis7-ep7itabie \\oma.\-\

at that. In all of which the cruelties inflicted, the sufterings in-

dured, the bravery exhibited, by the troops engaged, as well as the

glory acquired by the commanders have become a matter of history.

Even the Black Hawk war, (brought about in order to settle a land

title) during which it was claimed that several serious accidents

occurred, and taking place in our own times, has been immortalized

by AVisconsin's only 7-eal bard Egbert Herring Smith in a poem of

300 pages, more or less, (I think a little less) entitled Ma-Ka-Tai-

Me-She-Kia-Kiac, in which it is stated that Black Hawk lost his

case, but the valor displayed, the dangers incurred, the sufterings en-

dured, as well as the glory won in the Kenosha ^^'ar has never yet

been fully emblazoned upon the pages of history.

This war, which the writer will now proceed to describe, grew out

of a dispute between the farmers of Kenosha Country and one

Chanipion I. Hutchinson, as to the ownership of some wheat stored

in his warehouse, for which they held his receipts and who was af-

tempting to defraud them out of it by placmg it upon a vessel and

running it oft", and as this wheat was nearly all that many of them

had out of which to raise money, of course it caused a great excite-

ment, and finally a riot, the principal rioter or riotess being an Irish

widdy by the name of O'Neil, who depended upon the sale of her

wheat to raise money wherewith to pay for her land, and who made

it so hot for the local ofticers who were attempting to deliver it to

the vessel, several of them being honored with a black eye by the

plucky little woman, and whose persistence finally compelled them to

call upon the U. S. marshal, the late Leicester H. Cotton, for

troops, who made a requisition upon the old Milwaukee City Guards,

Capt. John McManman, an Irish military company then stationed

in the Third ward, and the Washington Guards, Capt. David

George, composed of Germans and at that time performing garrison

duly in the First ward, to go to the seat of war and help to fight the
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tanners, both of which responded to the call, although in some

instances a little reluctandy,* and were marched to the steamer the

Sam Ward to the tune of the " Girl I Left behind Me," armed and

equipped for the fight, and the steamer sped away for Kenosha where

ui)on her arrival they were kept from effecting a landing for a short

time, (the same as was Gen. Geo. B. McClellan from taking ArUng-

ton Heights from the rebels during the late unpleasantness) by an

improvised cannon formed from a section of stovepipe placed upon

the forewheels of a wagon and manned by a few of the Kenosha

firemen, one of whom was our well known fellow citizen William L.

Hinsdale, who, with match fuse in hand, stood gallantly at his post

ready to sink the boat if necessary, while in full view upon the shore,

as a support for the improvised battery, could be seen the serried

ranks of the Kenosha infantxy composed of boys between the age of

seven and nine years, armed with broomsticks, pieces of lath and

other dangerous weapons, and the outlook appeared squally for the

guards, so much so as to cause several of them to call upon the

bogus artillerymen not to fire, as they (the guards) were the friends

of the farmers.

The eagle-eye of Capt. Cotton, however, finally detected the cheat.

The boat ran alongside the the pier where a landing was eftected in

safety. t The troops formed in column of attack and after being re-

minded that the eyes of the world were upon them, the order "en

avant " was given, and led by the gallant McManman, started for the

shore with vizors down, bayonets fixed, where, upon their arrival they

were received by the aforementioned infantry, by whom they were

escorted to the Durkee House where they took sucktion, (I think

that is the proper spelling) and partook of a few army biscuit left

*Tradition has it that such was the excitement in Milwaukee when the call was
made for troop?., on account of the reports of those who were in the interest of
Ilutcliinson, that a call to go into a regular battle would not have caused any
more dread, some of the guards resigning rather than go, and that one actually

hid under a bed, from where he was dragged and discharged for cowardice. This
the writer had from one of the ecompany wlio went, and who certainly is no
coward. It was a rich affair and has often been the subject of laughter by the
troops themselves even up to to-day.

t The only occupant of the pier at the time the landing was made (except the
aforementioned artilery) was a son of Erin who was seated upon his dray in ex-

pectation of a job, at whom McMannan rushed, sword in hand, and ordered him
to clear out of that, or he would cut his horse in twain ; upon which the
frightened drayman left in haste for the shore as fast as old dobbin could travel.
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over irom the Black Hawk War, in order to render them bullet

proof, after which they were marched to the warehouse (escorted by

the Kenosha infantry) around which they formed a cordon. (This

is a French military word and means to surround) in order to pre-

vent Mother O'Neil from going inside and cleaning out all the local

officers of Kenosha. Here they remained until the wheat was all

delivered aboard the vessel, when, the war being over, they returned

to Milwaukee covered with glory and wheat dust, marching to their

barracks, upon their arrival, to the music of " Johnny Comes March-

ing Home."

Political.

The spring election was a very exciting one ; three tickets were in

the field, viz : Democratic, Whig and a Law and Order ticket, or

people's ticket, resulting as usual in a Democratic triumph.

People's Ticket.

Election Monday, April i, 1850.

For Mayor—John B. Smith.

For Treasurer—Allen W. Hatch.

For Marshal—William A. Hawkins.

No candidate for city attorney or police justice.

Aldermen—First ward, Wm. P. Dynde, Nelson Ludington and

Samuel S. Daggett.

Assessors—James Johnson, Wm. Brown Jr., and E. B. Dickerman.

Street inspector—Peter Lynch.

Justice of the Peace—John P. McGregor.

Constable—Andrew Lienhart.

Aldermen, Second ward—Royal D. Jennings, Cicero Comstock

and Charles Hepp.

Assessors—Richardson Houghton, Robert Gunyon and Joachim

F. Greunhagen.

Street inspector—Jehoiakim F. Lurk.

Justice of the peace—E. L. Phelps.

Constable—Chas. C. Brockett.

No ticket in the Third Ward.
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Aldcnncn, Fourth ward—Charles H. Williams, James Saville and

Sylvester Pettibone.

Assessors—Ira E. Cioodall, Sidney L. Rood and John H. Tesch.

Street inspector—Wm. Radtke.

Constable—John Mitchell.

Aldermen, Fifth ward—H. A. Hayden, George H. Walker and

Michael Page.

Assessors—Martin Delany, Henry Shaw and Francis Newkirk.

Street inspector—Amos Loomis.

This ticket was a sort of a calithumpian affair.

The following was the result as well as the proceedings on the

nth, when the new board came in :

CITY ELECTION.

I'ROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMON COUNCIL.

Thuj'sday Eventing, March 1 1, iSjo.

Aid. Gieulich, from the select committee on election returns, reported as fol-

lows :

The committee to whom was referred the election returns, report :

That D. A. J. Upham has received the highest number of votes for mayor
;

That Charles Geisberg has i-eceived the highest number of votes for city

treasurer ;

That Timothy O'Brien has received the highest number of votes for city mar-

shal
;

That J. B. Cross has received the highest number of votes for city attorney.

Your committee are not aware of any law that makes the office of city attorney

elective, and recommend to refer the matter to the next board of aldermen.

The following persons have received the highest number of votes for alder-

men :

First ward—William Pitt Lynde, John B. Juneau and Nelson Ludington.

Second ward—Francis Huebschmann, Charles G. Boisselier and Jacob A.

Hoover.

Tliird ward—John P. Englehart, Edward Button and Edward McGarry.

Fourth ward— Moses Kneeland, James H. Kogers and William Wedemeyer.

Fifth ward—George H. Walker, Michael Page and H. A. Haydn.

The following persons have received the highest number of votes for the office

of assessors :

First ward—Andrew H. McCormick, Mathias Stein and E. B. Dickerman.

Second ward—William Reinhardt, Jacob Best and Robert Gunyon.

Third ward—Josiah A. Noonan, Thomas Burns and John Shortell.
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Fourth ward—Sidney L. Rood and Ira E. Goodall.

Fifth ward—Henry Shew, Francis Newkirk and John Pierce.

The following persons have received the highest number of votes for justice of

the peace :

First ward—Clinton Walworth.

Second ward—Charles F. Bode.

Third ward—John L. Doran.

Fourth Ward—Haven Powers.

Fifth ward— Oliver Parsons.

The following persons have received the highest number of votes for street in-

spector :

First ward— Peter Lynch.

Second ward—Henry Suppus.

Third ward— Patrick Guerin.

Fourth ward—Michael Costello.

Fifth ward—.^mos Loomis.

The following persons have received the highest number of votes for constable :

First ward—Augustus Seffert.

Second ward—Curtiss A. Brockett.

Third ward—Thomas Shaughnessy.

Fourth ward—John Mitchell.

Fifth ward—John McAffery.

The following is the vote on school house and fire loans :

School L.oans. Fire Loans.
For. Againsi. For. Against.

First ward no 22 95 25
Second ward 53 6 53 3
Third ward loS 3 70 i

Fourth ward 21 i 25 i

Fifth ward 95 00 86 i

It appears that John H. Tesch and William Radtke each received the same

numbes of votes (227) for assessor in the Fourth ward. Your committee there-

fore recommend that the election between them be determined as provided in the

8th section of the city charter. All which is respectfully submitted.

Aid. Williams moved that the council determine by lot, the election between

John H. Tesch and William Radtke. Carried.

The name of John H. Tesch being drawn, he was declared assessor of the

Fourth ward.
Vote for Mayor.

Upham. King. Smith.

First ward 512 155 170

Second ward -- 581 122 98
Third ward 384 78 26

Fourth ward 321 81 61

Fifth ward 183 120 30

Total 1981 556 385

31
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For Treasurer.
Geis- *Hatch.

berg, D.

First \Vard 509 317
Second ward 580 216

Third ward 367 115

Fourth ward - 321 137
Fifth ward 167 154

Total 1944 939

For Marshal.

O'Brien, D. *Hawkins. Lannon, L D.

First ward 587 311 28

Second ward - 566 210 21

Third ward. 336 91 59
Fourth ward 301 134 14

Fifth ward 174 65 35

Total 1694 811 157

Samuel E. Foot, clothing, was in the arcade 369 East Water in the

fall and winter of 1850. Mr. Foote was a prominent business man and

Democratic politician for a number of years. He Avas a short, thick-

set, broad shouldered man, fond of talking and blowing. He went to

St. Louis, where I believe he still resides. He was not a man you

could trust always, as he had a habit of being tricky occasionally, and

would not hesitate to beat his best friend if he got a chance.

Wanted Her Rights.

In the Sentinel, of April 14, I find the following spicy note, which

might apply with justice to some of the city dads of to-day. It was

directed to the Common Council.

Gentlemen : I have now been living nearly eighteen years on the corner of

Martin and Market Streets, during which time I have paid $150.00 in taxes, while

the street has remained pretty much as it was eighteen years ago, viz: a morass.

I would respectfully remind the proper authorities, not merely to improve the

property of speculators, but to remember the widow and orphan. I take this

method to remind the so-called lords of creation, who declare that all men are

born equal, that they have no right to refuse a woman, who pays taxes, the right

to express her wishes at the ballot box.

CATH. TRAYSER.

No doubt Mrs. Trayser's property had been badly neglected, and

speculative property improved instead, as that is the custom to soir.e

extent even now and always will be. Money is power.

*Run on two tickets—the Whig, and the Law and Order.
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Steamers for 1850.

Niagara— 1,150 tons—Captain W. T. Pease.

Louisiana—900 tons—Captain Wm. Davenport.

A. D. Patchin— 1,000 tons—Captain H. Whitaker.

Keystone State— 1,600 tons-^—Captain Wm. P. Stone.

Queen City— 1,000 tons—Captain T. J. Titus.

Empire State— 1,700 tons—Captain M. Hazard.

Hendrik Hudson—900 tons—Captain J. Imson.

Sultana—950 tons—Captain G. Appleby.

Empire— 1,250 tons—Captain H. Randall.

Albany—Captain C. L. Gager.

St. Louis—Captain .

Globe—Captain .

G. P. Griffith—Captain J. W. Tutde.

Baltic—Captain C. H. Ludlow.

Fire.

Annexed is the account of the fire on Spring Street

:

About 3.30 o'clock yesterday morning the brick block next west of the American

House was discovered to be on fire at the west end, in No. 37 Spring Street,

occupied by Dr. Mulloy, as a drug shop below, and dwelling above. The fire

spread rapidly upwards and consumed roost of the contents of the Common Coun-

cil room occupying the 3d story of the block. A wooden building, No. 39, next

to the block, also took fire and was mostly destroyed. The latter was occupied by

iVLr. H. Clark, as a grocery store and dwelling. We are glad to learn that nearly

all the City Records, Tax Lists, and other valuable papers were saved, many of

them considerably damaged.

Nos. 35 and 37 were occupied by F. Shaw, boot and shoe store, G. F. Oakley,

livery office, and Dr. Chambers, physician. No great damage done in these rooms,

as the fire did not get through to the first floor on the east end of the block. The

upper part of No. 37 was occupied as a dwelling by Mr. Pierson, who lost con-

siderable furniture.

The block was owned by Messrs. Plankinton & Northrup, and insured in the

Columbus Co. by Mr. Plankinton $1,000, and by Mr. Northrup $600. Probably

damaged to the extent of $1,400.

Mr. Clark, we learn, bad an insurance of $400 on his goods in the Howard Co.

There was also an insurance of $200 on the store. Dr. Mulloy was insured

East.

There was great danger of the fire spreading to the livery stable of Mr. Oakley,
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and the American House was in critical vicinity to the burning building, but, by

the efforts of the firemen the progress of the flames was stayed.

The building is supposed to have been struck by lightning, a fearful crash of

thunder having been heard, and a blinding flash of lightning seen just before the

fire broke out.

P. S. We have heard it suggested that the fire might have been caused by the

spontaneous combustion of the Mayor's late "Police Report." We doubt the

story.

The Mayor had made a report about the PoHce that many

thought a very combustible document.

June 13.—Great Land Reform meeting at Military Hall, Oneida

Street.

The Public Square indicted, May 16, 1850:

The Public Square.

The grand jury, on Thursday, did a good thing in presenting the Public Square

as a nuisance. The conduct of our city authorities for successive years has been

disn-raceful, in allowing this munificent gift of Mr. Juneau to remain, as it has

remained, a waste, and worse, a miserable mudhole. The following is the com-

munication of the grand jury ; we only hope it may not be too late :

To THE Court:

The grand jury, of the county of Milwaukee, present the Public Scpiare of the

city of MilA^aukee, opposite the Court House, as a nuisance, and recommend that

measures be taken to have the same filled, fenced, and improved.

The grand jury for other reasons recommend the improvement of said Square,

from the fact that your grand jury are credibly informed that there is some proba-

bility of the Public Square reverting back to the original proprietors of the city of

Milwaukee, unless some immediate action is taken in this matter.

JAMES JOHNSON, Foreman.

D. UPMANiN, L. Kennedy,

Hiram Clark, J. H. Cordes,

Wm. Stupinski, John Hayden,

Wm. Furlong, J. A. Webber,

Bernard Malone, John Pounder,

Hendrick Gregg, Merrick Murphey,

Mathevv Walsh, John Dyre,

Wm. J. Fisher, Justin Eastman.

Composition roofing was first used in Milwaukee this year.

Destructive Fire.

Shortly after nsidnight, Thursday, an alarm of fire was sounded in the Fourth

Ward. It proved to be the saleratus factory of Mr. E. D. Holton, just south of
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Spring Street, and in close proximity to the row of buildings fronting on that

street and to the extensive lumber yard of Clark & Loomis in the rear. The

flames spread rapidly, and though the fire department was speedily on the ground

and worked with a will, the fire, favored by a strong westerly breeze, burnt

through to Spring Street, destroying the saleratus factory, "The Home," a well

known eating house kept by Mr. Belden, the grocery store of I'lankinton & Durbin,

and the meat market of Mr. Rodis, and somewhat damaging the rear of Mr. Hol-

ton's large brick block, and a few piles of Messrs. Clark & Loomis' lumber. The

fire burnt for an hour or two with great fury, and it was not till broad daylight

that the firemen were released from their arduous labors.

The losses were nearly as follows :

The saleratus factory, in which the fire originated, with its contents, was valued

at $1,500 to $1,800. Owned by E. D. Holton, and not insured.

"The Home," a two story frame building, occupied by Mr. Belden, was owned

by Mr. John Tanner, and insured for $400; worth, perhaps, $800. Mr. Belden

himself was insured $1,000, which will cover his loss. He had $6qo of stock

landed from the " Globe" an hour before the fire broke out, which fortunately

remained on the pier.

The building occupied by Plankinton & Durbin, was owned by Mr. Burton.

Insured 81300. Loss $800.

The corner building, occupied by Mr. Rodis, was owned by Mr. Plankinton,

and insured $400. Loss $750.

Messrs. Clark & Loomis sustained a loss of $100 to $150, by the burning of

lumber—not insured. The large brick block of Mr. Helton's was damaged to

the amount of $50 or $100, by the burning of window frames, etc., which is cov-

ered by insurance. The inmates of several of the stores and rooms in this block,

H. S. Burton & Co., Boyd & Ledyard, the proprietors of the Free Democrat, etc.,

sustained more or less damage by the removal of goods, but they are all fully

insured.

The members of Engine Company No. z, who, after doing excellent service at

the fire, were kept on the watch in their turn, were hberally and handsomely

invited, by Messrs. Clark & Loomis, to a warm breakfast in the morning at the

American.

June i6th, Pennsylvania House burnt, then kept by AI. Daily.

22 horses burnt. This house stood at what is now Nos. 230 and

232 East Water Street. I remember this fire well, one of the horses

burnt cost $600 a few days previous.

Blown Up.

June i8th a can of phosphorus exploded in the store of Henry

Fess, which created quite an excitement and came near burning the
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Store, and on the 20th the barn of S. C. West was blown up with

powder placed in a bairel. Some rascal fired it.

A Second Sam Patch.

A young lad named Theodore Slocum, jumped from the crosstree

of the brig Commodore Perry, when laying at the head of Barclay

Street, a distance of 80 feet, into the Milwaukee River.

Wells & Hill, D. Wells, Jr., and Horatio Hill were in the yellow

warehouse this year.

Biographical.

Horatio Hill came to Milwaukee from Bangor, Maine, in 1847.

He was a brother of Joseph F. Hill of this city, whose familiar face

is so often seen on change. Mr. Hill was a good business man and

was quite prominent for several years in connection with the Beloit

and Milwaukee Railroad, of which he was for a time the president.

He was also in connection with the writer and others interested in

the Penokee Iron Range. He built the frame dweUing now standing

on the southwest corner of Mason and Jefferson Steeets, which was

his residence until he left the city. At the breaking out of the rebel-

lion he was appointed to and accepted the position of sutler in the

Sixth Wisconsin, Col. Lysander Cutler, served during the war, after

which he returned to Maine, and subsequently removed to the city

of Burhngton, N. J,, where he died in 1875.

Mr. Hill was of a nervous temperament and was never at ease un-

less he had some project on foot, out of which he expected to make

a fortune. I often think of him as he looked when last I saw him,

just before he left. He was an industrious man and a good one.

He was an active organizer, but did not possess the executive ability

of Gen. Cutler. He was a good talker, had fine conversational

powers, was always gentlemanly and social, was very domestic, fond

of children, and if a friend, a good one. Such are some of the per-

sonal characteristics of Horatio Hill.

The Bayou Declared a Nuisance.

In the Daily Advertiser of July 24, 1850, I find the following

concerning this part of the First Ward :

Last Saturday evening, the 20th inst, the above named citizens organized them-
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selves at the " Military Hall," by calling upon Mr. A. Elebracht to the chair, and
Mr. F. Trenkamp as secretary.

After discussing different matters in relation to the " Bayou," the market

house, and other interests of the First Ward, the following resolutions were pro-

posed and unanimously adopted :

Resolved, That in the opinion of this meeting, the so called " Bayou," contigu-

ous to blocks I, 54, 53, 52, 51, and terminating in the middle of block 153, be-

tween East Water and River Streets, on account of its deleterious influence upon

the whole neighborhood, is a public nuisance ; and that therefore, the aldermen

of our ward, be requested to take, immediately, the necessary steps towards

cleaning and gradually filling of said bayou.

Resolved, That the market house, in its present unfinished state, is a material

loss to the First Ward, and that our aldermen be requested to finish the same by

letting it out to any person or persons offering to execute the remaining work for

the smallest time of lease ; such finishing to be done according to the original

plan and under the superintendence of the local committee of the First Ward, and

the lessee to be restricted in his use of the building to the original purposes of the

same. That our aldermen receive sealed proposals for the above mentioned ob-

jects, and secure the same by a sufficient guarantee from the part of the lessee.

Resolved, That in our opinion, equity and justice would demand to have the

poll tax applied to the improvement and repairs in the neighborhood of the so

taxed, and that the cleansing of the streets be enforced rigidly, according to, and

in the manner specified in the ordinance, designed for this purpose.

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this meeting, that the superfluous public

ground in such localities in the First Ward, where the grade will be lowered,

should on no condition be exported beyond the limits of said ward, but applied to

to the filling and grading of streets in the same ; that our aldermen and street in-

spectors take proper care, in order to render streets practicable and accessible, by

employment of poll tax in such places, where for the present time no regular im-

provements of streets can be executed, and that in grading and repairing the

streets, they adopt a system, which, by using earth from higher places, to fill

continguous lower ones, will in the end benefit both localities at less expense.

Resolved, That the above resolutions be published, and Messrs. Hide and

Schramm be appointed a committee to wait upon the aldermen of the First Ward,

in order to make them acquainted with the wishes and feelings of this meeting.

A. Elebracht, President.

F. Trenkamp, Secretary.

A Complicated Runaway.

A horse belonging to Dr. Tracy, got away from his driver, and

disembarrassing himself of the wagon, came full tilt down Mason

and through East Water Streets. At Ludmgton's corner he struck



260 MILWAUKEE UNDER THE CHARTER.

a post, fell and rolled twice over. Springing up again he resumed

his wild career and ran headlong into a country wagon drawn by two

oxen, which was standing in the street. The oxen, alarmed at his

approach and cries of his pursuers, started on a trot just as the

horse jumped to clear them. The consequence was that the horse

was caught astride of the pole, between the oxen and the wagon,

and in this awkward position striking out with his forelegs and

kicking with his hind ones, was carried on a fuU run to the bridge.

He got loose ris they reached the bridge, just in time to be struck

and knocked flat by a dray crossing over. Strange to say, the horse

escaped comparatively unhurt ; the oxen were quickly stopped and

no damage done; and though quite a number of persons, including

two children in the ox-cart, were considerably scared, nobody was

injured.

Phcenix Building.

Among the improvements to our city this year was the erection of

the Phtenix building, and as it was one of the best in the city at its

erection, I will insert the following sketch of it copied from the Alil-

waukee Sentinel and Gazette of August 2, 1850, and unquestion-

ably from the pen of Rufus Iving :

Among the many handsome structures which have been put up in our city,

during the last two years, the Phcenix Building, on the northwest corner of East

Water and Michigan Streets, the property of a gentleman residing in New York,

stands conspicuous for architectural design, elegant exterior and convenient ar-

rangement. In the month of February, 1849, the old wooden store, standing on

the corner lot, was destroyed by fire, and in June following the present building

was seen rising, I'hcenix-like, from its ashes. The location being one of the best

and most central in the city, seemed to invite the owner to put up such a build-

ing as should be an ornament to Milwaukee and an object of pride to our citizens
;

as well aa a profitable investment for himself. All this has been most success,

fully accomplished by the choice of a good plan and a liberal outlay in its execu-

tion. Taking into view, the excellent interior arrangement, and beautiful ex-

terior appearance of this edifice, it will compare favorably with any similar struc-

ture in the United States.

The building has a front of 20 feet on East Water Street, and 90 on Michigan

Street
; is four stories high, and has a roomy and well-hghted and perfectly venti-

lated basement under the whole building. This basement is finished with great

care
; the inner walls are furred out, and no earth touches the outside wall, so

that the rooms are light, airy, and free from dampness. The two front rooms,
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on Water and Michigan Streets, are des.igned for Brokers' Offices, and the mid-

dle one for an express office. They are admirably adapted, by location and ar-

rangement, for these jiurposes and will no doubt find tenants speedily. The rear

basement room goes with the store above.

The first floor is to be occupied by Mr. J. N. Bonesteel as a dry goods store.

It is an elegant apartment, 20 feet by 90, with lofty and handsomely finished ceil-

ings, rich mahogany counters, and other appropriate furniture. The shelvings

and drawers were made by Mr. Birchard, and the counters by Mr. A. D. Seaman.

This work is all of the best description.

The three front rooms in the second story, at the head of the stairs, have been

taken by Mr, Edward Kingsley, the agent and general manager of this section of

O'Reilley's Atlantic, Lake and Mississippi Telegraph Line ; now in communica-

tion with Racine, and very soon to be extended to Chicago, and thence east, south

and west to the principal cities of the Union. These rooms are fitted up by Mr.

A. D. Seaman in elegant style, and with excellent taste ; and cannot fail to draw

both visitors and customers to Mr. Kingsley's telegraph office. Mr. William B.

Draper, an experienced and expeditious operator, has charge of the office, as-

sisted by his brother, John S. Draper, who officiates as clerk.

In the upper story Mr. Kennedy has rented several roonis which he intends to

occupy as an insurance office. There are, of course, in the building many rooms

not yet rented, suitable for lawyers' offices, bachelors' apartments, etc., which

will, no doubt, soon find tenants. The fine balcony which runs along the whole

south front of the building, on the second and third stories, affords an easy in-

gress to those rooms, and a delightful lounging place of a summer evening.

The building, which is of the best Milwaukee pressed brick, from Mr George

Tibbits' yard, with caps, sills, lintels and pillars of red sandstone, from the

Chatham Quarry, opposite Middletown, Connecticut, was designed and arranged

by H. Belden. The architect and superintendent, Mr. J. F. Rague, of this city,

furnished the plans and detailed drawings, which were submitted to some of the

best architects in New York city, and pronounced by them faultless. The master

carpenter was Stoddard H. Martin, Esq., and the master mason, Michael Page.

The painting was done by Lowther & Collingbourne. The iron railing for the

balcony was made by A. & J. Requa, New York, and fitted and lengthened by

Messrs. Walton & Co., of the Menomonee Furnace, in this city, who are also

making an iron fence for the area coping. The manner in which all this work has

been done is the best possible proof of the judgment and skill of our Milwaukee

mechanics, while the building itself is an ornament to our city, and an enduring

monument of the liberality, enterprise and taste of its owner.

That Bull Calf.

Some one who signs himself " One who wants a quiet snooze,"

complains bitterly about the bellowing of a "bull calf" located in the

rear of the old Presbyterian Church who makes night hideous in his

32
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bovine way when calling for his mar. I can appreciate his vex-

ation as well as enjoy his article, for I remember that calf myself.

He made it lively for the neighborhood for a while that summer

;

you could hear him four blocks away.

Lange & Reed, grocers, opposite the city hotel; this was Herbert

Reed.

L. P. & R. H. Swift, brokers, 396 East water. I remember these

gentlemen well.

Waite & Kimball, L. E. Waiteand J. M. Kimball, 274 East Water,

boots and shoes.

Denney & McKenzie, G. H. Denney and A. R. McKenzie, 321

East Water, general merchandise.

Mills Bros., grocery, 361 East Water.

Steamer Nile burnt at the foot of Washington street, September 5,

1850. Sweet's old warehouse burnt at the same time.*

Vogta Naprstek, books, 427 East Water. This man was a Russian

and for the time he resided here, he made it warm for the Catholic

church, [i. e.) he was at war with it continually; if alive to-day, he

would be a Nihilist. He was a hard citizen. He left many years

ago.

First Trip of The Locomotive Wisconsin.

Mention has already been made in a previous chapter about the

manufacture of locomotives at the Menominee Locomotive works.

The annexed is the account of the trial trip of the Wisconsin :

A Grand Trh'.

According to previous notice the locomotive fired up yesterday afternoon for a

trip towards tbie Mississippi. Quite a crowd of our citizens, in compliance with

the polite invitation of the engineer of the R. R., Mr. Vliet, mounted to the dizzy

heights of the tender, where the accommodations were good, though rather

crowded for those of us who took notes.

* This warehouse, mention of which wc^s made in vol. 2, page 240, was erected
at or near the intersection of Washington and Barclay streets, in 1837, by the

late Capt. Sanderson, that point being at that time where the marsh and hard land
met. But as no appropriation for dredging tlieciiannel from the river up to it

could be obtained from the government, the hope for which was the cause of its

erection at that point, it was removed in 1843, to the bank of the river at the foot

of Washington street, which was then graded to it, and where it was burnt as

slated above. It stood when l>U7'7ii exactly where the derrick for masking vessels

in Messrs. Wolf & Davidson's ship yards is at present erected, at the intersection

of Washington streets with the old channel of the Milwaukee river. Sic transit.
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Leaving the Milwaukee river at about 3 o'clock,'amidst the cheers of the assem-

bled multitude, we passed quickly out along the shores of the Menominee, leav-

ing the city on the right and left, and sped on amidst the pealing of the bell, and

the screaming of the whistle. Time fails tc tell the sights we saw, or of the en-

thusiasm created by the appearance of the locomotive as we passed westward.

The party returned at an early hour, highly pleased with the trip, and left with

their best wishes for the success of the great work thus commenced.

We desire to say, in justice to our contemporary, that in mentioning yesterday

morning the intended expedition of the Wisconsin towards Waukesha, we inten-

ded no allusion to any supposed disposition of our neighbor of the journal of that

name, to support Mr. Elmore's claims to the nomination for congress. Nothing

of the kind.

Milwaukee a Port of Entry.

Milwaukee was made a port of entry this year, A. W. Hatch

collector. Josiah E. McClure was appointed deputy.

Proclamation of the Mayor.

$300 Reward !

Whereas, several attempts have recently been made by incendiai'ies to set fire

to buildings in this city ; now, therefore, by virtue of the authority given ire

by a resolution of the common council passed June 27, 1850, I offer a reward of

$300, to be paid by the city of Milwaukee, for the arrest and conviction of any

person or persons guilty of the crime of arson within the limits of said city.

[l. S."1 Given under my hand, at the city of Milwaukee, this 30th, day of Sept.

A. D. 1850. D. A. J. Upham,

The above proclamation was called forth by a number of attempts to set fire to

buildings in the city of late, two of which have been directed more especially to

the property of Ludington & Co. A week ago Sunday evenmg their shingle yard

on the island above the Oneida street bridge was fired, and considerable property

destroyed. Again, last Sunday evening, at about 8 o'clock, fire was discovered

by one of our citizens in the rear of their store, adjoining our office, among some

tar barrels, the combustibles so placed as to show the hand of an mcendiary.

Messrs. Ludington & Co., offer a reward of $100 for the detection of the per-

son who set fire to the shingle yard, and $200 for that of the person who made

the attempt upon the store.

We hope that the large reward offered will have the effect of bringing the mis-

creant to justice.

True & Hart were the successors to N. S. Donaldson, who retired

from active business this year in October.

William P. Young came this year and opened a crockery store at

365 East Water. Mr. Young will be spoken of again further on.
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Spring Stkeet bridge {?)

The clumsy mass of timbers called by the above name, had another tumble

down yesterday morning, one of the floats being found under water. If the

whole concern had gone out of sight, it would have been a cause of general re-

joicing. A gang of hands were at work all day yesterday, trying to raise it, but

the more they pumped, the more it wouldn't come, and at night the affair was im-

passible for foot passengers, as it had been all day for teams. The miserable old

thing costs enough in repairs each year to build a bridge at that important cross-

ing place.

Still There.

This unsightly pile of old timber still remains in the river, the two broken

parts of the draw projecting into the air at an angle of 45 ° or less, with the slats

nailed to the plank so that the sober people can, by exercising much judgment,

cross at that point. It is a shame and disgrace to the city that this wreck should

be allowed to lie so long in its present condition, only equalled by the disgrace in-

curred by putting up such a cumbrous, unsightly affair in the first place. We

hear that the work upon it is delayed by some trouble in the First and Second

wards as to paying their share of the expenses incurred. If this is so, it is high

time that this and the other bridges were made a charge upon the city fund.

Meantime, we hope that our daguerreotype artists are awake to the neccessity

and propriety of obtaining a representation of the city bridges—to secure the

shadow ere the timber sinks.

Whig County Nominations.

The Whig county convention, which met at the court house on Saturday last,

was well attended, and nominated a capital ticket. For the office of Sheriff, Mr.

Jackson Tibbits ; of the town of Milwaukee, as tall and sound a specimen of

Yankee timber as can be found in this region was unanimously nominated. He

has intelligence to comprehend and nerve to execute the duties of his office, and

would fill it well. Frederick Wardner, an old and esteemed resident of our city,

and competent for the office, was nominated for register. Priam B. Hill, late

clerk of the common council, a most accurate and trustworthy man, was selected as

the candidate for clerk of the court ; and H. S. Orton, a lawyer of decided ability

and in good practice, for district attorney. This ticket was completed by the

nomination of J. B. Zander for coroner, and W. S. Trowbridge for surveyor,

both good whigs and reliable men. The senatorial convention for the nineteenth

district which met at the same time and place, unanimously selected our esteemed

fellow citizen. Increase A. Lapham, of the Second ward, as the Whig candidate

for the state senate. The people have tried Mr. Lapham in various capacities,

and never found him wanting He is well worthy of further trust.

The ticket thus commended to the suffrage of the electors of Milwaukee county,

is, in all respects, unexceptionable. We doubt whether our Democratic friends

can better any of these nominations, and if they don't we shall expect them to
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'•come down" like men, and vote for the Whig candidates. As for our Whig
friends, they need no urging, we hope, to go to work in earnest, and all together,

in behalf of their county ticket.

Municipal.

There was a mass meeting held at the Court House, October 3,

1850, to take into consideration the compHcations growing out of the

caucus system. This meeting ended in a big row. Prominent

among the speakers were the late Gen. Paine, Harlow Orton, John

White, Asahel Finch, Jr., Chas. James, A. D. Smith, and some

lesser lights. It was just such a time as the parrot and monkey had,

for a while. Politics were rampant that fall.

The following is the call for Geo. H. Walker to run against S. H.

Martin, for the Assembly :

CORRESPONDENXK.

Milwaukee, Nov. i.

To Hon. George H. Walker:

The undersigned, electors of the Fourth and Fifth Wards, in view of the many

and peculiar embarrassments (financial and otherwise) under which the city is at

present laboring, and deeming you at the same time the person most familiar

with the condition of the same, and eminently competent and qualified to protect

and represent the various interests thereof in the Legislature of the State next

ensuing, and believing, moreover, that the considerations involved in the election

of a Representative, forbid the conversion of the same into a strict parly issue,

and that it is the nearly unanimous desire of the electors of the said wards, that

you so represent them, we hereby solicit the use of your name, as a candidate for

" Member of Assembly," to represent the District comprising the P'ourth and

Fifth Wards.

John McCoUum, Danl. H. Chandler,

N. Tewett, James M. Smith,

J. Pierce, J. T. Sinclair,

John Fishbeck, James Goggin,

Tobias Lochmann, D. N. Neiman,

J. H. Tesch, Clem. Mayer,

Johann Leymann, Michael Page,

J. L. Pierce, Chas. J. Brandeker,

Michael Costello, Joseph Cochran,

Francis Kerr, Henry Gallagan,

Thos. Coulan, Wm. Curtan,

Patrick Lawton.

Moses Kneeland,

Charles J. Richards,

J. Van Vechten I'latto,

Wm. Cook,

N. H. Northrup,

FL Huber,

A. W. Starks,

Fred. Miller,

H. H. West,

Danl. Mulhaney,

J.
McCafferty,

C. A. Noyes,
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To Messrs. Kneeland, Chandler, Jewett, Van Vechten, Sinclair, and many others,

whose names are unavoidably crowded out and will be published to-morrow:

Milwaukee, Nov. 4, 1850.

Gentlemen :

I am in the receipt of your communication, under date November i.

Esteeming myself honored by such an expression of sentiment on the part of

my fellow citizens, under the circumstances to which you have alluded, I deem it

my duty to respond to your invitation by freely according the use of my name as a

candidate for Representative in the next Legislature.

If chosen to that station, I shall endeavor to serve you faithfully, and with a

view to the promotion of the best interests of our city.

I am, very respectfully, your fellow citizen,

GEO. H. WALKER.

At the same time, John P. McGregor was nominated from the

First Assembly district, and Russell Wheeler from the Third.

In commenting upon this call, the Sentinel, of the ist, had the

following

:

"Bolting" Become "Regular."

Col. Geo. H. Walker's "running stump" in the Fourth assembly district is one

of the most encouraging "signs of the times." To see this old party war-horse;

this champion of "regular nominations" and "Democratic usages ;" this chairman

of various ward, county and state committees—to see the colonel, we say, not only

"bolting" a regular nominations, but himself running stump against it, is refresh-

ing to behold. When such as him break loose from the party trammels, and set

an example of independence, surely men of lesser weight, physically and politically,

may be held excused if they "go and do likewise." Under the authority, there-

fore, of the colonel's high example, we proclaim full libertv to all the electors in

our city to vote to-morrovvy/«/ as they please. It can no longer be deemed dis-

honorable, or irregular to "bolt," since one of the high priests of Democracy

leads the way. If Col. Walker can rightfully and "regularly" run the stump

against Mr. Martin, surely Mr. Conover is excusible for doing the same thing in

regard to Mr. White, and Mr. Durkee in regard to Mr. Elmore. What's com-

mendable in the Colonel, can't be very censurable in them, unless indeed our

contemporaries of the IVisco?isin a.nd Covimercial, who sit in judgment upon the

deeds and motives of their fellow-men, hold with one of Shakespeare's characters

that

Great men jest at (regular nominations,) 'tis wit in them.
But in the less, foul profanation !

And this about Gen. H. C. Hobart

:

"Crowded Out" Again !

Mr. Hobart's name, as the candidate in Third district is agaitt omitted in yester-

day's iVisconsiii. That honest print not only "crowds him out" of its columns,
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but is helping as much it dare, "to crowd him off the course" ! And yet this

Janus-faced and hypocritical pretender to "Democracy" undertakes to denounce

the honest masses of the district who can't be bullied, or bribed into voting for a

yearling Democrat.

The following named gentlemen were chosen, in 1849, to repre-

sent Milwaukee in the Legislature in 1850 :

Senate—Duncan C. Reed and John B. Smith.

Assembly—Jas. B. Cross, Chas. E. Jenkins, Edward McGarry, John E. Came-

ron, Garret M. Fitzgerald, Enoch Chase, and Samuel Brown.

MILWAUKEE COUNTY—OFFICIAL.
ABSTRACT OF THE VOTES CAST FOR COUNTY OFFICERS AT A GENERAL ELECTION

HELD IN SAID COUNTY, NOVEMBER 5, 1850.

Congress—A. E. Elmore, 2808 ; Durkee, 1372.

State senate—Huesbschmann, 1232 ; Laphani, 871.

Sheriff—John White, 2304 ; Conover, 1976.

Clerk of the court—H. K. White, 2436 ; P. B. Hill, 829.

Register—M. Schoeffler, 2803 ; F. Wardner, 1605.

Coroner—J. B. Zander, 841 ; Wonderly, 452 ; Thomas Hatcher, 3134.

Surveyor—J. Gregory, 3525 ; Trowbridge, 879.

District attorney—A. R. R. Butler, 3607.

For the Assembly.

First ward—Wm. K. W^ilson, 515 ; Alanson Sweet, 219 ; J. P. McGregor, 210.

Second ward—Wm. Meiklehan, 165 ; Chas. E.Jenkins, 335 ; J. S. Phelps, 232.

Third ward—John L. Doran, 545.

Fourth and Fifth wards—Stoddard H. Martin, 106 ; 129; total, 235. George

H. Walker, 323 ; 303 ; total, 626.

Wauwatosa, Gi^anville and Milwaukee—Tobias G. Osborne, 123 ; 132 ; 94 ;

total, 349. Clark Brookins, 70 ; 28 ; 6 ; total, 104.

Greenfield and Lake—Reuben Strong, 43 ; 72 ; total, 115. Enoch Chase, 170 .

104 ; total 274.

Franklin and Oak Creek—Patrick Caveny, 135 ; 85 ; total, 220. Albert F.

Cook, ID ; 92 ; total, 102.

The County Canvass.

Milwaukee, Nov. 15th, 1S50.

Mr. Cramer :

Dear sir

:

—I noticed in your paper of yesterday, that the returns from the

town of Milwaukee show that 93 votes were given for Charles Conover, for

sheriff. This was a mistake. No votes were given for Charles Conover. But

in the hurry of counting we misapprehended the given name of Mr. Conover, the

candidate for the ofifice of sheriff, caUing it Charles ; but the tickets which we
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carelessly counted for Charles, in fact had the name of Samuel S. Conover, and

and should have been counted for him. .

Richard Carlisle.

Town clerk, Town of Milwaukee.

Solomon Juneau's Portrait.

A resolution to purchase the portrait of Solomon Juneau, painted

by Robertson for the Council Chamber, at an expense of $40.00,

was passed by the Council, October 10, 1850.

This is the same one now in the Council Room.

Closing the Stores.

An effort was made this year to close the stores at 8 p. m., the call

for which was signed by seventy-eight of the leading firms. But it

did not last long—too much avarice in human nature for that.

Another Model Warehouse.*

We have already noticed the erection of a large warehouse during the past

summer by U. II. Persons, on the river, below Walker's Point Bridge, adding

materially to the storage capacity of our city; and to the great improvement made

in that part of ihe city by the long line of substantial wharf laid along the river,

and the operations of the dredge boat.

We have now to mention still another warehouse built this season, and just

completed, by L. J. Higby, on the West Side of the Milwaukee River, opposite the

termination of Washington Avenue.

The building has been erected with the greatest care, under the personal supei-

vision of Mr. Higby, whose long experience as a forwarding and commission

ir.erchant has enabled him to suggest many improvements which will afford great

facilities for the safe and speedy transactions of a heavy business. The ware-

house, five stories in hei,;lit. is built upon a foundation made by driving some 600

piles into the earth to a sufficient depth to reach solid ground. The river in front

has been dredged to the depth of fourteen feet, and the earth thrown back upon

the lot, filling it to the grade of the street.

The dimensions of the building are 40 by 100 feet, built of wood; the immense

framing timbers, when the mere skeleton was standing, attracting much attention

* In Volume II, page 186, mention was made of the erection of this warehouse,

by Mr. Higby, and its occupation first by himself for about a year, and then by

Messrs. (Jourtney & Button. And on page 187, of its bemg let to William B.

Alvord, who occupied it until burnt in 1857.

Correction.— It was also stated, on page 186, that Mr. Higby occupied the

old Stockton & McClure warehouse. This was an error, as the upper warehouse
referred to in this connection stood upon the southeast corner of West Water and
Sycamore Streets, and was erected by Mr. Higby prior to the erection of the one
at Clybourn Street.
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by their solidity and symmetry. The whole is to be lined with brick and the out-

side has been covered with two or three coats of the celebrated "fire proof paint."

This and the absence of windows, will render the building as near ftre-proof as

can be.

The first story is left clear for the reception of transient goods, and the upper

part is formed into binns capable of storing 150,000 bushels of wheat. The ele-

vators, moved by horse power, can raise 6,000 bushels daily, and the discharging

apparatus is sufficient to clear out 2,000 bushels per hour.

Everything has been done with care, and there are many of the minor arrange-

ments, devised by Mr. Higljy himself, which will materially facilitate the opera-

tions of receiving and discharging. The warehouse, we understand, has been built

at an expense of about $10,000, Messrs. D. D. Sibley and W. Paisley being the

master mechanics.

It will be seen by Mr. Iligby's advertisement that the new warehouse is now

ready for business, a large share of which it will doubtless receive.

Uriah H. Persons, whom no doubt, many yet Uving can remember,

was a smart money-making man, but an unscrupulous scoundrel.

He was bad all through, from the crown of his head to the sole of

his foot, he was dishonest. Milwaukee has had some bad men to

contend with, but no one of them all, as far as I know, that for ras-

cality, unadulterated and pure, could discount U. H. Persons. He
was a hard one, his boys all followed in his footsteps and have, I be-

lieve, all been elected to the penitentiary, from where he also gradu-

ated before coming to Milwaukee.

Gardiner's Hall.

This hall, mention of which was made in Vol. 2, page 204, has 60

feet front by 80 feet deep, and from floor to ceiling, 23 feet, with a

tier of boxes extending on three sides, and it was designed to fur-

nish comfortable accommodations for about two thousand persons.

This hall was superbly fitted up by the lessee, Samuel Gardiner, Jr.,

who determined that it should rank first among the public halls of

the western country. It was finished by the 25th of December and

opened on Christmas evening with a grand ball. Forty-two sets of

cotillions could be accommodated upon the floor at one time. Dur-

ing the first week after the opening, Mr. Gardiner gratuitously

granted the use of the hall for two evenings, for concerts—one for

the benefit of the orphan asylum, and one for the benefit of dis-

abled firemen.

33
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The following programme of the first gathering held in this

famous place of amusement is given as an illustration of the way the

early Milwaukeans were wont to pass the winter months :

ChristjMas Night Ball,

To be given December 25, 1850, at Gardiner's new hall. A grand ball will be

given at the opening of Gardiner's new hall in Martin's Block, on Wednesday

evening, December 25:h. The hall will accommodate 42 cotillion sets, with com-

fortable seats for 800 persons besides, and is the most spacious and elegant apart-

ment in the west. The music, refreshments, etc., will be of the best description,

and no pains or expense will be spared to render the entertainment eminently

successful. The following gentlemen have consented to act as managers for this

occasion.

Managers.

Byron Kilbourn, G. H. Walker,

Hans Crocker, E. B. Wolcott,

Elisha Starr, Wm. Brown,

Rufus King, A. Kirby,

C. D. Finch, Chas. Storm,

Chas. H. Hurd, J. B. Kellogg,

F. Bosworth, J. R. Goodfellow,

Lucas Seaver.

Floor Managers.

Rufus King, Elisha Starr, Wm. Brown.

|^"Tickets may be procured at the ticket office attached and at the store of

S. Gardiner, Jr.

Correction.

In Vol. 2, page 154, in a foot note it is stated that Jas. B. Martin

built what is now 389-91 and 393 East Water, in 185 1 ; that should

be understood to mean -that it was commenced in 1850, and com-

pleted in 1851, as by the above advertisement it will be seen (and

which was true) that it was so far completed in 1850 as to admit of

a ball being held there December 25th, of that year.

Orphan Asylum,

Held its first anniversary in Gardiner's Hall, December 27, 1850.

Officers.

President, Mrs. Laurie Hall, Mrs. S. B. Grant second director. Secretary Mrs.

W. L. Parsons, treasurer Mrs. Alex. Mitchell,
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Managers.

Mrs. Wm. H. Byronn, Mrs. B. McVicker,

Mrs. G. P. Hewett, Mrs. D. McDugold,

Mrs. C. Arnold, Mrs. A. D. Smith,

Mrs. J. F. Rague, Mrs. H. Peck,

Mrs. A. F. Clark, Mrs. E. D. Holton,

Mrs. E. Eldred, Mrs. E. La Due,

Mrs. J. Hustis, Mrs, J. P. Green.

The powder house on the lake shore removed this year to Wauwa-

tosa.

FOURTH ANNUAL REPORP.

OF THE BOARD OF SCHOOL COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF MILWAUKEE, PRE-

PARED BY THEIR COMMITTEE.

The school commissioners of the city of Milwaukee, in pursuance of the law

relative to public schools of this city, submit herewith their annual report :

The school system of this city was established in 1846, now nearly four years

since it has been in operation, during which time, comparatively, but little

progress has been made in the education of our children and youth, owing, mostly,

to the fact that the public schools have had no suitable houses for their accommo-

dations.

The teachers, though generally well qualified for their very laborious and

responsible duties, have been so poorly accommodated with rooms, having in each

school all ages of children and youth without the possibility of properly classify-

ing them, that any want of success may be attributed to these causes and incon-

veniences rather than any want of qualifications on the part of the teachers, but

this great evil will soon be remedied in all the wards by the erection and com-

pletion of large, commodious and pleasant school houses.

Two houses 42x60 feet each, two stories high with a basement have been

erected in the Fourth and Fifth wards, the basements of suitable dimensions for

hot air furnaces, for warming the whole interior. These buildings are of brick

and provided with flues sufficient to secure thorough ventilation, and regulate the

temperature to any required degree. The first story, is divided into two principal

rooms each, with suitable ante and recitation rooms to accommodate the primary

and intermediate departments.

The second story contains one large room, two lobbies and a recitation room

suitable for the accommodation of the senior department or grammar school.

The plan for the school houses in the First and Third wards have been varied

somewhat from those in the other wards by having a cupola erected, at the time

of the erection of the buildings, suitable for a bell, and the basement to be of a

suitable height, between the joints, for the accommodations of schools, when the

populations of these wards shall require other schools in them, while they are
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also to be two feet longer those already erected, and it is not expected to warm

them by means of furnaces, but by stoves.

In the Second ward the contract has been let, but the work has been hindered

by the necessity of removing a large body of earth in order to reduce the found-

ation to the proper grade. This is done however with but little expense to the

city.

In the First ward the contract has now just been let to erect and enclose a house

which is 10 be finished thus far, by the 15th [of August next, in the First ward

at a C05t of :p2650 ; in the Third ward, at $2600 ; including a cupola suitable

for a bell, and it is believed that the houses can be finished and furnished

throughout for a sum not exceeding $4000 each, to which if we add the cost of all

the lots 5^3538, the sum, total which will then be invested in all the lots and

houses will be $23,528, an expenditure of which our citizens may well be proud,when

when it is remembered that our city had its first house erected scarce fourteen

summers since. This amount to some of our citizens may seem large, for so

young a city, but when compared with the amounts expended in some other

cities, is very insignificant indeed. In the city of Boston, for instance, the last

three common schools erected there including furniture only, and not apparatus,

cost over $70,000 each, lots included. This shows what interest is felt there by

the people in this respect; it argues well for the condition of their schools.

The following table shows the number of the lots and blocks in each ward, pur-

chased by the school commissioners for the use of the public schools and the cost

of the same :

Wards.
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While upon the subject of houses, this board would suggest, that the following

extract from the city treasurer's report will show the condition of the several

funds connected with schools, as his books exhibit them :

School Fund.

To balance from old account 17419 44
To total of school tax for 1849 S>5i5 5^
Tax collected for 1848 3 50

Total $6,578 52

By orders to finance committee 1. 197 H
7^403

" " " " 2,102 19
School tax due on tax certificates on hand l , 1 84 69
Uncollected personal tax 281 58
Remitted taxes 20 17
Balance to new account 1,008 72

Total $6,578 52

School Loan Fund.

To balance from old account 2,374 00
To amount received from I. A. Lapliam (loan) 2,000 00
To draft on Chemical Bank, New York 5, 000 00
" Received exchange on same 37 50
" Amount of school loan tax 1849 2,005 ^9

Total 11,417 89

By vouchers returned to finance committee 5,429 25
" Draft on cashier New York State Bank (for interest) 568 00
'

' Exchange on same 5 68
" Vouchers returned to finance committee 4,377 5°
" Dues on tax certificates for 1849 468 57
'' Uncollected personal property tax 1 12 64
" Remitted taxes,. 8 07
" Commission to treasurer on $19,885.18 37 70
" Balance to new account 1,909 98

Total $11,417 89

When the schools are well established in each ward, and are in successful

operation, (and this will be, as is believed, at no distant period,) it will be neces-

sary to erect a noble edifice and establish therein a central high school, to which

the more advanced scholars shall be sent to complete their education after they

shall have been properly qualified in the ward schools.

The Text Books adopted and continued by the board, are as follows:

Eclectic Readers, Nos. i, 2, 3, 4 and 5.

Eclectic Spelling Book.

Willson's Histoi-y of United States.

Willson's Universal History.

Ray's Arithmetics, Mental and Practical.

Mitchell's Geographies, Primary and Large.

Mitchell's Outhne Maps.
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Town's Analysis.

Green's Grammar.

Winchester's Writing Books.

Census of children and youth, between four and twenty years of age, appears

in the last column, which is the census taken in August, 1849, (two censuses

having been taken that year,) and the previous censuses contain the number

between five and sixteen years of age.

Ward.
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Male Teachers (per annum) $400 00
Female Teachers do. $200 and 25000

Aggregate amount of expenditures from School Fund for 1849, ^s per Secre-

tary's Report

:

Teachers.

Morgan L. Skinner .

Sisters of Charity.

.

Miss Goodman .

S. Cleveland, }

D. Van Deren, ^ .

Thos. Keogh .... .

.

Alexander Macy
Mary Peck, >

Z. C. Trowbridge, ^

Miss Loomis
Almira Spalding.

No. of days
j

Average Aggregate
taught in attendance in attendance in

the year. the year. the year.

206

211K

214
22I>^

199

182

204
220

lOI

94K

117
112

116

100

86

None over twenty years of age attending school.

About twenty under five years of age attending.

125

150
no

164

138

157

72

94

Ward.

I St Ward ..

2d Ward ..

3d Ward .

4th Ward

.

5th Ward.

Teacher.

Morgan L. Skinner
Sisters of Charity

Miss Goodman
S. Cleveland
D. Van Deren
Miss Kennedy, (assistant,)

Miss Spaulding (principal,)

Thos. Keogh
Alexander 1^'tacy

Miss Crawford (assistant,)

Miss Peck
Miss Trowbridge
Miss Loomis (principal) ..

When commenced When closed

April 16,

• 16,

Nov. I,

April 16,

Oct. 15,

April 16,

1849

1850

1849

March 30, 1850

Oct. 29, 1849
March 30, 1850

October i, 1849
March 30, 1850

City Superintendent.

It has been decided years since by the most able and experienced friends of

education, that well qualified men should be employed to superintend the Public

Schools, placing no more schools under their supervision than they can attend to,

visiting each school once a week. He should be well qualified by education and

experience for the great work assigned him; a man of sound morals, well

acquainted with human nature, a good and fluent speaker, not only skilled in the

art of teaching, but deeply versed in all the sciences taught, and especially well

qualified to give lessons and impart instruction, in that least understood but most

desirable qualification of a teacher, the "art of governing a school without a resort

to corporeal punishment,"—indeed he should be a " man of one work"—the im-
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proveiiient and perfection of our Public Schools; then, and not till then may we

expect to see our Public Schools in the most improved and flourishing condition.

It is believed that the School Fund of this State, when the Public Lands shall

have been sold, and the proceeds properly funded, will be sufficient to enable us

to employ and support men of the right stamp to superintend our schools.

Qualification of Teachers.

It can hardly be expected that persons of the most finished education and high-

est order of talents can be procured, when the compensation is so inadequate to

the labors and responsibihties of teachers. Four hundred dollars per annum be-

ing the price paid to male teachers, and $200 to $250 to the female, yet most of

our teachers, we are happy to say, give evidence of good qualifications and great

zeal in the work. It it hoped that our means will enable us within a year or two,

to add liberally to the salaries of our teachers.

Teaching should everywhere be regarded as an honorable profession, and be as

well supported as any of the learned professions, for it has been well said by one

who judges correctly :
'

' Give nie the education ofyour children, and J will make

your laivs."

The Importance of Educating the Masses.

This is a subject of vast importance, that the now exciting subject of "land re-

form and land monopoly," and even the admission of California sink into utter

insignificance when compared with it. Let every man, every elector, be well

educated and well informed upon the subject of the government, of history, of

political affairs, and they would not be seen approaching the sacred deposit of our

liberties, the ballot-box, in platoons led by the unblushing candidates for office

or their hired and wily agents who traffic in the suffiages of the ignorant. Then

the places of election would be quiet, the property of every citizen safe, and the

rights of all protected.

Board of School Commissioners and Officers for 1850.

First ward—James Johnson, George E. H. Day, Joseph Curtiss.

Second ward— I. A. Lapham, Francis Huebschmann, D. Van Deren.

Third ward—Rufus King, P. Potter, J. McManman.

Fourth ward—E. D. Holton, Haven Powers, James H. Rogers.

Fifth ward—Daniel Wait, F. B. Putnam, Chas. H. Larkin.

E. D. Holton president, Haven Powers secretary.

Committee on annual report for 1849—George E. H. Day, I. A. Lapham,

Haven Powers.

The number of liquor establishments and saloons in 1850 was 400.

Biographical.

Among those of foreign birth who have risen from the humble

walks of hfe to one of influence as well as affluence, is the Hon. Ed-
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ward O'Neill, now the president of the Merchants Exchange Bank.

Mr. O'Neill was born in the county of Killarney, Ireland, March 14,

1820, from where he came to America in 1837, and settled at Ben-

nington, Vermont, where he remained twelve years and from where

he came to Milwaukee in 1850, and opened a clothing store at 396

East Water, where the Iron Block now stands, which he carried on

for several years, when he sold out and engaged in the coal trade,

his yard, which was located on the northwest corner of Oneida and

River Streets, being the second one opened in the city. This ven-

ture, however, not proving as remunerative as expected, was closed

out in 1857, and Mr. O'Neill went into the wholesale grocery trade,

as a partner with John Furlong, which lasted for five years, when he

retired from the grocery trade.

Mr. O'Neill was among those of foreign birth who Avent early into

politics as a leader and was elected to the legislature in 1853, which

convened January 11, 1854, and again in 1855; he also served in the

senate in 1856 and 1857, during which he introduced the bill estab-

hshing the state reform school at Waukesha, and was appointed by

the governor upon its board of managers, which position he held for

twenty years, nine of which he was president of the board. He was

also a member of the board of school commissioners for the city of

Milwaukee for nine years, four of which he was its president. He
has been elected mayor of Milwaukee four times (viz :) 1863-67-68

and 1869, twice without opposition and twice with; was appointed

as one of the board of water commissioners for constructing the

present water works in 1870, where he ser\-ed four years, two of

which he was president, resigning in 1874. He was also one of

those who in 1870 organized the Bank of Commerce, of which he

was elected president, a position he held until 1879, Avhen that and

the German Exchange Bank were consoHdated and reorganized as

the Merchants Exchange Bank, in which he was again elected presi-

dent, which office he holds to-day.

In person Mr. O'Neill is tall, well formed, of a healthy constitu-

tion and one who would be taken for a man of note at first sight.

He has an even temperament, a well balanced head, good executive

ability and belongs to that class of men who, metaphorically speaking,

always obtains an inside seat in every undertaking with which they

34
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may be connected, and who will occupy no other. He knows how

to handle money as well as men, and can, like Noonan, when nec-

essary, use the latter without their being aware of it. He has a

pleasing address backed by good conversational powers, reads char-

acter readily, is always dignified as well as gentlemanly, and although

he can say as cutting things without giving offence as any man in

the city, yet he seldom does so. He looks you directly in the eyes

when conversing, during which he is reading you, and will have your

measure in a few moments. He is extremely cautious, not easily de-

ceived and as the reader has seen, has been in office civil or financial

without a break for thirty years. He makes few enemies, always

keeps his word, and if a man deceives him once, will never trust him

again, neither is it any flattery to say that Ireland has furnished no

better representative man to our city than Edward O'Neill. In

religious faith a Catholic, in political, a Democrat, yet he has always

been more conservative as a politician, than any one of his com-

peers—Mr. Keenan excepted—who has ever lived here. He is a

good citizen and a good man.

William J. Langson.

This gentleman, who for so many years past has filled the respon-

sible and honorable position of Secretary to the Milwaukee Chamber

of Commerce, also came in 1850, and in 185 1 was a student at

Professor Buck's Collegiate Institute, upon leaving wiiich he went

into business for himself until 1865, when he was elected to his pres-

ent office. Few men could be found in any community better

qualified for the responsible position he now occupies than Mr.

Langson. He is quick and prompt, and under his master hand the

work of the office goes on with the regularity of clockwork. His

countenance always has a pleasant smile, no matter how unpleasant

others may be. He is well liked, is the right man in the riglit place,

and will probably hold it as long as he wishes.

Mr. Langson was born in Dubhn, Ireland.

In person Mr. Langson is below the medium size, has a hthe and

wiry frame, and is for his weight a very muscular man. He is very

quick motioned, has a nervous temperament, walks very fast, and is

always looking down as if in a study, which he no doubt is, as all
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the duties devolving upon him must be attended to in their proper

order, as well as at the proper time, otherwise all would be chaos

with the "bulls and bears," who make so much noise (often to so

little purpose) during the hours appropriated to the purchase of the

cereals, consequently he always succeeds, where a larger or more

phlegmatical individual would fail. He makes every " goal " at the

proper moment, chalks down the figures, and disappears. Such is

William J. Langson.

The Daily Wisconsin, of November 2, contains a statement, or

summary, of the number of buildings erected in Milwaukee in 1S50,

the whole number being 325. Nineteen were brick stores, of which

mention has already been made in the previous pages, and were

erected at a cost of $93,000. Four were churches (the cathedral

included), at a cost of $75,000. Five were brick school houses,

$20,000. Four were warehouses, and 214 were frame dwelhngs,

erected at a cost (including the warehouses) of $115,000, and thirty-

nine were brick dwelHngs, erected at a cost of $78,000. Of these

the following—yet in a good state of preservation—remain as origin-

ally built, and some that have been remodeled I will describe.

First a two story brick dwellmg, northwest corner of Wisconsin

and Cass, built by Chas. Waterman, now the eye infirmary of Dr.

Houghman. This is in the same condition nearly as when built.

The brick dwelling, northwest corner of Oneida and Astor Streets,

built by Chas. H. Bradley, cost when built $7,000. This has been

the home of J. M. Durand and Abner Kirby, and is at present the

homestead of Geo. Chandler, it has been somewhat remodeled and

is to-day one of the finest residences in the city. The architect was

John F. Rague. The master carpenter was Robert Johnson. ;The

master mason was Michael Page.*

The original house at the northwest corner of Division and Astor,

now the residence of Hon. E. H. Brodhead, was built by Abram

F. Clark, at a cost of $5,000. This was also a grand house when

built ; it has been so thoroughly remodeled, however, as to leave no

trace of its original form. The brick dwelling, northeast corner of

Astor and Ogden, was built by E. P. Allis, and was considered first

*A11 of these men have passed away. Mr. Johnson died in Kansas, Mr. Page in

Milwaukee, and of the place of Mr. Rague's death, I am ignorant.
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class when built. It is but a shanty now in comparison with some

of its neighbors ; it is the residence of the heirs of the late Thomas

Knox. A brick dweUing was also erected on Marshall Street, above

Lyon, by John Roberts as a homestead. This has been pulled down

to make room for a better one.

The two brick dwellings on the northeast corner of Van Buren

and Oneida were erected by the late Dr. Jas. Johnson, and although

old style, are fine houses to-day. Dr. Johnson was a famous builder

and must have erected as many as twenty dwellings and stores m
Milwaukee.

A brick dwelling was also erected on Cass, number 495, by John

Shadbolt, cost $4,000.*

The brick dwelHng southeast corner of Jackson and Mason Streets,

was erected by the late WiUiam A. J. Fuller,t at a cost of $6,000.

It was the residence of the late Jas. B. Martin for several years,

then of the late Josiah A. Noonan, whose heirs own it to-day. This

house remains substantially as when built| and is in a good state of

preservation.

A brick dwelling on the northwest corner _^of Milwaukee and

Division Streets, by the late Martin B. Medbery, at a cost of $9,000.

This, when built, was the best residence in the First ward and is, in

fact, a good house to-day. It is now the home of Mrs. Hattie

Finch Papendike, her father, the late Asahel Finch, Jr., having pur-

chased it about five years ago, 1879.

A brick dwelling on the northwest corner of Jeffe rson and Biddle,

by Gov. Harrison Ludington. This is an elegant house to-day ; it

has been remodeled, however, and is still the residence of Mr. Lud-

ington.

The brick dwehing, 429 Jefferson Street, was built by Guido Pfis-

^This house was sold by Mr. Shadbolt to Daniel L. Wells, the railroad con-

tractor, who both remodeled and enlarged it, where he resided from i860 to 1874,
when he sold it to Geo. Knowles for $ 18,000, who has also improved it and it is to

day one of the most substantial residences in the Seventh ward.

fMr. Fuller was at one time editor of the Sentinel. He was a smart, active

business man. He went from here to New York City where, I believe, he died

about two years ago.

Jit was upon the site of this house that the frame dwelling stood when the men
put the bureau out the window at the fire, mentioned a few pages back.
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ter, and is the residence of that gentleman to-day. It has also been

remodeled. The architect was Mr. Schmitz.

A brick dwehing on Market Street, by John Juneau, numbers 561

and 563, yet standing. It is, however, a mere shell, not worth

pulhng down.

Brick brewery on Main Street, (Broadway) by Michael Stoltz.

This 1 think was the first start of the present Borchert brewery.

Brick dwelling on Prairie Street, Second ward, by Joseph Philips,

cost $2,500. Southwest corner of Fourth and Cherry streets,

CathoHc church corner of Greenbush and Virginia streets. Fifth

ward, and the bishop's house on Jackson street, (the present one,)

cost $1800, and a dweUing on the east side of Cass street between

Biddle and Martin, by a Mr. Dunbar, now the property of Hon.

Jason Downer, Cost $2000. This is in a good state of preservation

and known as number 520 Cass.

These were the principal brick dweUings erected in 1850. Of

the frames the principal ones mcluded in the 214 mentioned were:

one on Marshall street, by Wm. Dent ; one on the corner of Van

Buren and Martin, by F. VoUer (where was it) ; also one on Jack-

son street by James Dent, cost $2000 (gone long ago); one on Mil-

waukee street by Geo. J. Fowler, cost $800, now 563 Milwaukee,

frame dwelling northeast corner of Broadway and Biddle, by James

Hutchens; cost $2000, who also started a brick one on same

corner but never finished either.

This man Hutchins ran a singular career. He attempted to

build a $10,000 block with $100, he kept this corner blocked up

with brick mortar beds and lumber for over six years until the

authorities compelled him to stop, and such was his mental con-

dition owing to his financial troubles (for he owed every body that

would trust him) that he finally cut his throat, and the whole prop-

erty came into the possession of Hon. Daniel Wells, Jr., who built it

up, and owns it to-day.

Hutchins' fate should be a warning to others, not to undertake im-

possibihties.

Frame dwelling northeast corner of Tenth and Spring streets, by

AbramD. Smith, cost $1700. The master carpenter was Michael

Weis. This was the house that was afterwards occupied by W. S.
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Candee, then by Chas. E. Fowler who had purchased it, and who

refused to sell it to Mr. Alex. Mitchell, (who wanted to square his

ground) whereupon Mr. Mitchell fenced him out by erecting a

brick wall 12 feet high, which finally froze him out at some $3000

less than Mr. M. first offered him, and the old house was sold

to Louis Rmdskopf, who removed it to Fifteenth street, between

Wells and Cedar, where it stands to the present day.

A frame dwelling on Fourth street north of Spring, yet standing,

by E. D. Holton; No. 130 and 132.

One on Second street by Daniel Upton. This house stood on

what is now part of the St. Gall's school property, when this house

was built it stood right in the marsh and could only be reached by a

team in the winter.

These are a few of the principal frame dwellings erected that

year.

Satistical.

The amount of stock in steam and sail vessels, owned in, and

sailing out of the port of Milwaukee in 1850, was in tonnage 8,542.

There were 39 vessels owned here, all in the freighting business.

The business done at the port of Milwaukee for 1850, may be

seen by the following tables :

Imports.

Merchandise (tons) 27,681
" Barrels 90,548

Green apples " 15,110
Cider " "1,084

Salt " 11,648
Pork " 2,301
Oysters " 1,300
Fish " 985
Dried apples " 700
Water lime " 686
Whisky " 10,680
Building stone (tons) 875
Grindstones " 703
Coal " 900
Butter and cheese (pounds) 448,000
Lard and hams •' 230,000
Live hogs (number) 1,500
Corn (bushels) 5,442
Oats " 10,472
Potato (bags) 2,000
Salt (sacks) 20,000
Hops (bales) 250
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Reaping machines 200
Locomotives and tenders 2
Railroad iron and spikes (tons)

, "ioii;
Car wheels (pairs) j2o

Exports.

Wheat (bushels) , 207 5 78
Barley " 15270
Oats " 2100
Corn " 5000
Flaxseed "

i Q12
Flour (barrels) 100,017
'^alt " 2,300
Pork " 476
Beef " i,,.26

Fibh " 438
Whisky " 450
Grain seed (bags) 42
Beer " 1,700
Linseed oil 75
Barrels (bulk) 3'959
Ashes (tons) 2 70
Saleratus " 129
Pig iron " 29
Merchandise (tons) 811
Lead (pounds) 1,050,000
Shot " 150,000
Copper " 50,000
Wool " 126,595
Broom corn (bales ) 2,975
Rags " 313
Flax " 1,700
Deer hair " 10

Mill feed (bags) 37,ooo
Hides (number) '2,552
Brick " 750,000
Wooden ware (pieces) 27,000

There were also received and manufactured at the ditterent yards

in this city during the year:

Lumber (feet) 30,004,336
Shingles 17,004,000

The number of passengers landed were, from

Reed's Line 3^343
Ward's " 18,643

Propellers 4>788

Total 54. 774

The value of animals slaughtered for the year ending June i, 1850,

was $156,500. And during the past fall and winter there have been

slaughtered and packed 1,935 barrels of beef and 2,925 of pork.

Amount of capital invested m the different manufacturing interests

in the city, in 1850, was
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Capital - $564,720 00

Raw material used 834,825 00

Value of the products 1,801,123 ^o

Not a bad showing for a city four years old.

Newspapers.

There are seven papers issued from the different offices in the city,

six of them being daiHes. The number issued per week is as

follows

:

Sentinel and Gazette (daily, tri-vveekly and weekly) 9,500
Wisconsin " " 7,250
Commercial Advertiser " ''

5,57^
Free Democrat " " 5,000
Volksfreund " " 2,792
The Old Oaken Bucket 2,000

Wisconsin Banner i ,400

Total 33:520

About one-half of the issue of Peck's Sun to-day.

There was also a monthly called the Anthropologist.

Public Schools.

There were five Public Schools in Milwaukee in 1850, each Ward

constituting a District under a board of school commissioners, con-

sisting (as now) of three from each Ward, and by the census taken

in 1850 the whole number of children between the constitutional

ages were as follows :

1st Ward—Males 715 Females 980 Total 1,695

2d " " 705 " 750 " 1,455
3d " " 650 " 600 " 1,250

4tli " " 365 " 410 " 775
5th " ' 410 " 450 " 860

Total 2,845 3,190 6,035

High Schools.

The Milwaukee Grammar School—Founded in 1849. Trustees

—

Jas. H. Rogers, Wm. P. Lynde, Alex. Mitchell, Jas. Farr, John

Ogden, P. C. Hale, and I. E. Goodall. Location—Main, near

Milwaukee Street. Rector—Wallace C. Wilcox, A. M.

The Milwaukee Normal Institute.

This well known institution was permanently organized this year.

It was arranged in four principal departments. The teachers were
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Mrs. L. A. Parsons, Miss Mary Mortimer, Miss C. C. Moulton, and

Miss E. B. Warner. Trustees were I. A. Lapham, J. P. Greves, G.

P. Hewitt, John H. Tweedy, A. Finch, J. G. J. Fowler, Johrt H.

Van Dyke, W. P. Flanders, and W. L. Parsons. Location—North-

east corner Milwaukee and Mason Streets. (Burnt in 1853.)

Prof. F. M. Larigo—Corner west of Michigan and Broadway.

This was more properly a commercial college.

Spring Street Female Seminary—Corner Spring and Third Streets.

Teachers—The Misses Chamberlain and Ransom. This was a

boarding and day school.

And Prof. Buck's Collegiate Institute, on Broadway, already men-

tioned.

These were the principal High Schools in 1850.

Of the churches, a pioneer sketch of which was given ni

Volume II, there have been erected in the four years besides,

and in addition to those mentioned in that sketch, the Ger-

man Baptist on Fourth Street, between Wells and Cedar.

St. Galls', Catholic, Second and Sycamore. Holy Trinity, corner

of Greenbush and Park Streets. St. John's Episcopal, corner of Han-

over and Pierce Streets. Norwegian, on Elizabeth. German Lutheran,

on Fourth between Tamarack (now State Street) and Cedar.

German EvangeHcal, corner of Spring and Second Streets. Old

Lutheran Church, corner of Sixth and Tamarack. Zion Church, corner

of Fourth and Cedar. St. Johannes, corner of Prairie and Fourth.

German Evangelical Lutheran, corner Broadway and Division.

Emanuel (German) on Fifth Street, Second Ward. Holland Presby-

terian, on North Street, Second Ward. Associated Reform Presby-

terian, on Broadway between Biddle and Martin.*

This I think, constitutes all the churches erected up to 1S50, not

included in volume two.

Orphan Asylums.

The Milwakee orphan asylum (Protestant) was established this

year on Marshall Street between Oneida and Biddle.

St. ^EmiHanus (Catholic) the present one on Jackson Street.

*This was a Scotch Presbyterian Church. They met in Prof. Buck's school

room. The late J. McNeil and Jno. McEwen, were the leaders in this church.

It was short lived.

35
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The Hibernian benevolent society, Pat McDonough, president,

Edward Mahoney, vice president, Robert Leach, secretary, David

Wall, treasurer.

The Medico Chirurgical Club was organized this year, Thomas

Spence, president, J. E. Garner, secretary.

Odd Fellows.

There were four lodges in Milwaukee in 1850, (viz :) Milwaukee

Lodge No. 2, of which Wm. A. Tucker was N. G., John Cum-

mings, V. G., Clark A. Place, R. S., Nelson Ludington, treasurer.

Menomonee No. 5, John McEwen, N. G., Chester Steele, V. G.,

J. M. Sayer, R. S., S. R. Kane, treasurer.

Excelsior No. 20, Levi H. Kellogg, N. G., Wm. Doughton,

V. G., Chas. E. Jenkins, R. S., Jos. B. Kellogg, treasurer.

Northwestern No. 46, Jas. B. Martin, N. G., O. L. Stewart,

V. G., J. Van Vechten Platto, R. S., H. B. Dellicker, treasurer.

Encampments.

Wisconsin Encampment No. i, John Cummings, C. P., Walter

Burke, H. P., A. J. Langworthy, S. W., Wm. Allen, scribe, L. H.

Cotton, J. W., J. F. Birchard, treasurer.

Masonic.

Milwaukee Lodge No. 3, Jasper Vliet, W. M., Morris Louis,

S. W., E. G. Loomis, J. W., D. F. Lawton, secretary.

Wisconsin Lodge No. 13, H. L. Palmer, W. M., Haven Powers

S. W., C. D. Finch, J. W., G. B. Miner, secretary.

Aurora Lodge No. 30, (Germ.an) A. C. Cron, W. M., A. C. Wil-

manns, Dep. M., D. Upman, S. W., Paul Corbin, J. W., C. G. Bois-

sellier, secretary.

Milwaukee Chapter No. i, B. Kilbourn, H. P., P. B. Hill, K.,

Egbert Moseley, S., D. F. Lawton, secretary.

Wisconsin Chapter No. 7, L. M. Tracy, H. P., C. D. Finch, K.,

Samuel Stern, S., P. B. Hill, secretary.

Wisconsin Encampment Knights Templar, L. M. Tracy, E. C,
H. L. Palmer, Gen., Geo. W. Chapman, C. G., P. B. Hill,

recorder.

There was also a lodge of United Ancient order of Druids (Ger-
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man) and two of Sons of Temperance Division No. i, organized in

1849, and a Norwegian lodge organized January i, 1850.

Chief Engineer's Report.

The following is the report of the chief engineer of the fire depart-

ment for 1850. It is full and complete in every respect, and shows

the condition of things as they existed in those days. It is taken

from the Daily Advertiser of August 22, 1850.

MILWAUKEE FIRE DEPARTMENT.

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER.

To the mayor and cotntnon council of the city of Mikvaiikee.

The undersigned, chief engineer of the fire department, in accordance with a

resolution of the common council, asking for a report of the situation of the fire

department, respectfully reports :

That the fire department of the city, as at present organized, consists of four

engine companies, one hose company and one hook, ladder and axe company.

The names, number and commencement cf service of the members of each of

the companies is herewith transmitted as part of this report.

The situation of each company in other respects is as follows :

Milwaukee Fire Engine Company, No. i.

This company have a good and convenient two story brick house, situated on

the north side of Wisconsin street, between Main and Milwaukee streets, in the

First ward. The engine was built by W. C. Hunneman & Co., of Boston in

1845 ' diameter of cylinder, 6 inches ; stroke of pistons, 16 inches ; 26 feet of

good suction hose. There are 250 feet of leading hose in good order, one hose cart,

4 pipes, 8 brass nozzles, 4 leather fire buckets, 2 brass trumpets, 2 axes, 2 suction

spanners, 2 hose spanners, 2 wrenches, i bolt do., 2 torches and 2 tin cans. The

engines should be repainted and the hose oiled.

fiouse furniture consists of I solar lamp, i stove and pipe, i ash pail, I pair of

shovel and tongs, 3 setts rope with i hook and single puUy to each for drying hose

—all in good order.

Neptune Fire Company No. i.

Its house is situated at the foot of Detroit near East Water street, in the Third

ward ; is a two story brick house, and is large and commodious. The engine

was built by W. C. Hunneman & Co., of Boston in 1847. Diameter of cylinder,

6 inches ; stroke of piston, 16 inches ; 26 feet of good suction hose.

There are 300 feet of good leading hose in good order, I hose cart, 4 pipes, 4

brass nozzles, 4 fire buckets, 2 brass trumpets, 2 axes, 2 suction spanners, 3 hose

spanners, i coach wrench, 2 torches, 2 tin cans, 2 large globe lanterns. Engine

needs repainting and hose oiled.
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House furniture consists of i stove and pipe, i shovel, 2 setts rope with I

hook and single block to each. House needs some repairs—otherwise in good

order.

Oregon Fire Engine Company No 3.

House is situated at the foot of Chestnut street, in the Second ward. It is a one

story wood building, too small, and inconveniently located for the company. The

engine was built by Lewis Selye of Rochester, in 1844. Diameter of cylinder, 7

inches; stroke of piston, 13 ; 13 feet of suction hose. There are 250 feet of leading

hose in bad order ; 2 pipes, 2 brass nozzles.

House furniture consists of i stove and pipe, i sett block and rope for drying

hose.

This engine is old and of an inferior kind to the rest, of far less power, and not

at all adapted to the wants of the city, This company, on account of the character

of their engine, had become in part disbanded, and its engine is used only in case

of fire in its immediate vicinity; but since being informed that the Common

Council had ordered a new engine for them, have reorganized, and the company is

now full, as will be seen by a list of their members transmitted herewith.

I would recommend that this engine be painted and sold, and the proceeds

applied towards the purchase of new hose and hose cart; also that the piano

engine, ordered and received from L. Button & Co., be set apart to this company.

A company will not manifest spirit and interest who possess an engine entirely

inferior to the rest.

Rough and Ready Fire Engine No. 4.

Its house is located at the foot of River Street, in the Fifth Ward ; it is a large

and convenient two story brick house. The engine was built by L. Button & Co.,

of Waterford, N. Y., in 1848 ; diameter of cylinder, 9 inches ; stroke of piston, 7

inches ; 16 feet of section hose. There are 400 feet of leading hose ; x hose cart
;

2 pipes
, 5 brass nozzles ; 4 fire buckets

; 4 brass trumpets ; i axe ; 2 section

spatmers ; 6 hose spanners ; i coach wrench ; i bolt wrench
; 4 torches

; 4 tin

cans, and 2 globe lanterns.

House furniture consists of i solar lamp, 2 glass lamps ; 2 stoves and pipes for

each ; i endless rope for hoisting and drying hose. House needs some repairs,

otherwise in good order.

Supply Hose Company No. i.

This company has a very poor and inconvenient wood building in every respect.

It is located on the north side of Mason, between Main and East Water Streets,

in the First Ward. The hose carriage was built by L. Button & Co., of Water-

ford, N. Y., in 1849 ; it has 500 feet of leading hose, 250 feet in good order, and

and the balance nearly worthless ; 2 brass trumpets ; 14 hose spanners ; i ham-

mer, I wrench ; 2 torches ; 31 straps, and 18 bands.

House furniture consists of i table and desk ; 18 chairs, i stove and pipe ; i

shovel : I ash pail ; two lamps ; i oil can, and one sprinkler—all in good order.
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Badger Hook, Laddek and Axe Company, No. i.

House is located on the north side of Mason, between Main and East Water
Streets, in the First Ward. The house is not suitable for the apparatus, and is

inconvenient in other respects. They have i carriage 25 feet in length ; 1 ladder

32 feet
; 3 do, 30 feet each ; 2 do, 25 feet each ; 2 do, 20 feet each ; i hook and

chain with pole ; 2 hooks and chain without pole ; i grapple and chain
; 5 crutches

;

1 rope 150 feet in length ; i do. 50 feet in length ; i do, 100 feet in length,

(rotten)
; 7 axes ; i pickaxe

; 4 torches ; i tin can, and two lamps—all in good

order.

The amount of leading hose belonging to the hose company and to the several

engines make the whole length, seventeen hundred feet, much of which is of an

inferior quality and cannot be relied upon, as appeared during the late review of

the department, when several lengths burst during the exercises. Vulcanized

rubber hose has lately been employed in eastern cities with great success, it has

been proved equally strong and durable as that in common use—needs no outlay

for oil, and can be purchased at a less expense. Shortly after the review I

ordered and have received one hundred feet of the above hose from the Boston

Belting Company. I herewith transmit you the bill and letter accompanying it,

and would recommend that a committee be appointed by the council to attest the

quality of the hose at their earliest convenience.

I would further report, that, although our firemen have conducted themselves

with activity and energy, and are worthy of all praise as the defenders of our

property and lives
; yet it must be apparent from the above statement, to every

one acquainted with the fire departments in other cities, that ours is decidedly

deficient in numerical strength and force, and in the number of engines, only

three of which can be relied upon, to a city like Milwaukee of twenty thousand

inhabitants, spread over an unusually large surface, are entirely too few for our

protection, even if we had cisterns supplied from water works at every corner of

the streets, as in New York, Boston and Detroit ; it would be impossible for them

to cope with a dangerous fire. Our department has not kept pace with the rapid

progress of the city, and we find our buildings going up more rapidly than we

have been able to furnish means for their protection. Away from the vicinity of

our lake and rivers, we are entirely destitute of any resources for water, except

from private cisterns which are of little avail.

In case of a fire in many parts of our city we would not have sufficient hose to

reach from the river or lake, and if hose was abundant, the engines would be

forced to form a line, and thus but one, or two streams at most, could be brought

to bear upon the flames.

Every owner of real estate as well as every householder has an interest in fur-

nishing and maintaining a strong and efficient fire department, and no narrow prin-

ciples of economy should prevent the city from making the necessary expenditures

with care and judgment. One such fire as those that have within the last three

years laid so many of our neighboring cities in ashes, would cost us one hundred
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limes the amount of expenditure necessary to place our department on a good

footing. The saving in insurance, and the decreased loss by fire, would alone

make it a profitable investment for the city, for I would here state that after a

careful investigation to ascertain the amount of property insured in the city, I find

the sum to exceed $3,000,000 and the average premiums are not less tlian 2 per

cent, making the whole amount paid out yearly by our citizens for insurance, the snug

sum of $60,000. Thus it will be seen that with a well organized fire department,

that many of our citizens who are at the present time having their property in-

sured to its full value, would reduce it to one-half that sum, and furthermore it

would have a tendency to reduce the rates of premium at least 25 per cent., and

here would a sum be saved yearly to our citizens in amount as much as it would

cost to supply the department with all the requisite apparatus.

First—I would therefore, respectfully urge uron the common council, the nec-

essity of procuring immediately the new engine contracted for No. 5, and

a sufficient quantity of hose for the department.

Second—That the public cisterns be built at the corner of the streets, in all ex-

posed situations, distant from water, to be kept filled from water from the roofs or

from wells, as is done in Buffalo. This measure I esteem necessary for the safety

of the city.

Third—That a large addition be made to our supply hose, which is now al-

together too short, and also, to the apparatus of the hook, ladder and axe company,

which often is of the greatest importance in checking the progress of extensive

conflagrations.

Fourth—That the city charter be so amended that each engine company be

entitled to sixty members, forty of which shall belong to the engine and the re-

maining twenty members of the hose cart.

Fifth—That new hose carriages be furnished to the different engines of suf-

ficient capacity of carrying 600 feet of hose each; this I deem necessary.

Sixth—That the services of a competent person be employed, whose duty it

shall be to keep the different machines in good order, cleaning and oiling the hose,

supplying the companies with oil, turpentine, wood, and attend to making the

fires in the engine houses during the winter.

Seventh—The necessary furniture for the different companies be procured, also

signal lanterns, suction hose spanners, axes, wrenches, and other necessary im-

plements in which many of the companies are deficient.

Eighth—I would further respectfully recommend that a lot be purchased, and a

good building be erected to contain on the first floor, the room for the new engine

No. 5, and for the hose and hook and ladder company, who have now no suitable

room for their apparatus, and to have on the second floor a room for the meeting of

the common council, and offices, with fire proof vaults, for the use of permanent

officers of the city, and the preservation of its records. Thus would several de-

sirable ends be accomplished for the city.

A sack and rope company, after the model of those formed in eastern cities, pro-
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vided with the means for saving and protecting goods and furniture exposed to

the flames might be organized here to great advantage, and with but httle ex-

pense.

The many alarms arising from the burning out of chimneys, is worthy the at-

tention of the council, and I would respectfully recommend in all cases of burning

ch imneys from the neglect in cleaning flues, that a fine be imposed and rigidly

collected, and that the proceeds be given to a fund to be established for the benefit

of disabled firemen. Also, the fines imposed on all persons refusing to work at

fires, when called upon by the proper officer, be applied to the same purpose.

I would recommend that a lot be purchased on more elevated ground, and a

house similar to that of No. 4, be built for engine company No. 3.

I would also call the attention of the cor.Mnon council to the necessity of paying

the bills of the companies for articles which they have been compelled to purchase

at their own expense, to enable them to work their machines to advantage at fires,

and to hold meetings at their respective places of assembling. Heretofore, the council

have in several instances, thrown out bills, wliich of right belonged to them to

pay, and bitter complaints have been made by the officers of the different com-

panies to me on this subject, and after examining their accounts closely, I do not

see any good leason why they should not be allowed. I would therefore rec-

ommend that the council pass a resolution stating that all bills for articles furnished

the fire department will be paid quarterly if properly certified by the chief en-

gineer; this will obviate all difficulty that has arisen heretofore.

Owing to there not having been any records kept heretofore of the department,

I am unable to inform the council of the number of fires, the amount of property

destroyed and the amount of insurance on the same, during the past year, which

should be made to constitute a part of the report.

Before closing, I would report that engine company No. 5, has been already

ably and efficiently organized and are now awaiting the receipt of the engine, a

list of the members is transmitted herewith. All of which is respectfully sub-

mitted.

Anson Eldred.

Chief Engineer.

Milwaukee, July 18, 1850.
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McDerinot-Powers Imbroglio—Gradini^—Laying the Corner Stone of the

German Lutheran Church—Political—The Judicial Contest—James McAvoy
—The Jury System— Legislative—Boy Kidnapped -Bridge Tomfoolery— Fire

—Steamboat Landing—Court House Square Impeached—Omnibus Line

Started—New Daily Paper—Went for'Jhem—Jas. Crummey—Fire—License
— Taxaiion—Fire l)epartment—School Census—Improvements—Steamboat

Arrivals—Imports—Exports—Statistics—Jailor's Report.

The outlook at the opening of 185 1 was bright and cheering for

Milwaukee. The past year, as the reader has seen, was a prosperous

one, as a whole, immigration had been large, prmcipally Germans, a

large number of whom settled in the Second, Sixth and Ninth wards,

a large number of buildings had also been erected, some oi which if

the papers did not lie (and newspapers never lie) were of imposing

dimensions, and things were booming. Her business directory, as

far as the status of the old firms were concerned had not materially

changed. Messrs. King and Fuller were at the head of the Sentmel
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Wm. E. Cramer & Co., of the Wisco/isiti, Cary and Rounds of the

yoiirtial, S. M. Booth was making the Free Democrat a perfect

fire-brand in the ranks of the Democracy, and war was the word

among the editorial fraternity generally.

Among the legal fraternity the firms of Emmons & Vandyke,

Randall & Griswold, (Frank Randall and B. W. Griswold,) Holiday,

Ogden & Brown, (James Holiday, Thomas Ogden and James S.

Brown,) Finch & Lynde, (Asahel Finch and William P. Lynda,) Chas.

K. Wells, Myron H. Orton, Charles E. Jenkins, J. E. Arnold, Winfield

Smith, Austin & Dunn, (R. N. Austin, and J. Davis Dunn,) Tweedy &
Crocker, (J. H. Tweedy and Hans Crocker,) Ryan (S: Lord, (E. (t.

Ryan and Wm. H. Lord,) McGregor & Tenney, (J. P. McCiregor and

H. W. Tenney,) were the leading ones upon the east side, while Lean-

der Wyman, John M. W'arren and W. E. Webster, kept the legal pot

a boihng upon the south side.

Hotels.

The principal hotels this year were the United States, kept by Ed-

ward Button and Kellogg Sexton, (a cut of which is here again in-

serted*) and as stated in vol. 2, was the leading hotel in the city, and a

*As some of those ;vho may purchase this volume may not have vol. 2, the

writer has thought best to remsert a cut of this and the Milwaukee House in order

that a/ar simile of them all may be the presented to all his readeis,

• 36
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great resort for east siders, both for business and pleasure. A large num-

ber of our leading citizens also boarded there, among whom were

Col. Walker, Judge Hubbell, Gen. King, J. S. Fillmore, and

others.

Philander Kane & Sons, Alonzo L., Sanford R. and Geo. B., were

in the American,* where the Plankinton now stands, then the second

in rank in the city. Of this firm A. L. and S. R., are yet with

us, and are among our most wealthy as well as influential citizens.

They having made a large amount of money out of real estate and

Siloam spring water.

AMERICAN HOUSE.

BY P. KANE & SONS.

On Spring Street, Three doors from West Water Street.

This hotel is large and commodious very conveniently located for business men

and travelers, and with ample accommodations for teams, &c. No pains will be

*The reader has already seen a cut of this house as it appeared in 1844, '45, and

'46, in vol. 2, page 86- The present shows it as it appeared when burnt July 4,

1861.
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spared by the new proprietors to merit a confinuance of the hberal patronage the

American has heretofore enjoyed.

Ci rv Hotel.

This hotel, then third in rank in our city, was when first erected,

in 1844, a common three story brick building, with a frontage of 60

feet on East Water, and a depth of 50 feet on Mason street, roof

sloped to the front and rear, the house being with the exception of

the veranda (which it did not have) d^fac simile of its congener, the

Baltic. Its transformation from its original form to the present im-

posing structure (a cut of which is here given) was the work of its

popular, as well as somewhat eccentric landlord, Abner Kirby, who

purchased it from Daniel Wells, Jr., in 1847, and who, as the reader

can see, is very anxious to be woke up when Kirby dies, (and we will

bet sixty two and a half cents, that he will be.) He is a model land-

lord however, and the house under his management has became very

popular.

It was occupied at that time (1851) by Randolph Pease and Pat-

rick Fagan, and was a very popular house with the traveling

public. Mr. Fagan, however, soon retired, and was succeeded

by Chas. H. Mather, see annexed slip.

City Hotel.

Mr. Charles H. Mather would respectfully inform his friends and the public

generally that he has purchased an interest and associated himself with Mr. K.

Pease, in the above named hotel, and trusts from his long experience in the

business, to merit a continuance of the very liberal patronage heretofore extended

to the house. He pledges himself that no exertion on his part shall be wanted to

make "The City" fully equal to any house in the west.

Milwaukee, Sept. 23, 185 1.
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Wm. A. Hawkins was in the Lake House, northeast -corner of

Lake and Ferry streets, (see cut) (run as a temperance house.)

The Lake House consisted, when first opened, in 1845, of a small

two story frame about 25x40, and fronted, as now, on Ferry Street.

It was an old building moved on to the lot by Mr. Hawkins. There

was also a wing extending east in rear of the north part of the house

which formed the dining room proper. The house remained in that

shape until sold to Geo. Towle (whose widow still owns and occu-

pies it) and by whom it was remodeled. The door in the south-

west corner (see cut) opened in 1845 direcdy into the marsh on

Lake Street (the street at that time not being made) where the writer,

with others, used to spend their leisure hours (Sundays) feeding the

frogs with spiders, miUions of whom infested the house on the out-

side, and it was simply wonderful to see how many spiders a full

grown " batrachian " could get outside of in a given time. They soon

learnt the ropes, and would congregate by the hundred to be fed.

It was rough on the poor spiders, but they had to stand it.

Chas. S. Skinner, and Milton Allium, were running the old Mil-

waukee House, northeast corner of Main (Broadway) and Washing-

ton Avenue (Huron Streets). See cut.

This, as can be seen, was the main part of the old Milwaukee

House, which had been removed to that corner and fitted up again,

and where it was burnt December 23, 1855. It had several pro-

prietors, while there, among whom was the late Russell Wheeler, and
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was occupied when burnt, by the late Theodore Wetstein and F.

Jacoby.*

The only part of this house now in existence is what is known as

the Bell View, (seen in rear of the main part in the cut) which, as

stated in Vol, i, page 74, was commenced in 1835, occupied in

1836, and finished in 1837, and which was purchased in 1849 by

Andrew McCormick, who removed it to the northeast corner of

Main and Detroit Streets, w'here it was used as a hotel, and known

as the Keystone State, for several years, when that corner being

wanted for business purposes, it was removed by John Meinecke

(who had purchased the lot) directly across the block to the north-

west corner of Detroit and Milwaukee Streets, where, as previously

stated, it is doing duty to-day as a boarding house and saloon.

Milwaukee House.

Corner of Main Street and Washington Avenue, a few doors east of the U. S.

Hotel. Russell Wheeler, proprietor, Charles Skinner, manager, formerly of the

American, of this city, and late of the Milwaukee House.

Correction.

I find it stated in the history of Milwaukee issued by the ^\'estern

*Although this house has been referred to in both volumes i and 2, yet the

writer has thought best to refer to it again in this connection more fully ; it will

not probably be referred to again except, perhaps incidentally.
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Historical and Publishing Company, of Chicago, in 1881, that the

Milwaukee House stood upon the northeast corner of Main and

Detroit Streets. This is incorrect, it stood upon the northeast cor-

ner of Main and Huron Streets.

Jas. McD'Smith was in the Baltic (see cut) southwest corner of

Main and Detroit Streets, where the coffee and spice mill of Jewett

& Sherman now stands. This house (also originally a part of

the old Milwaukee House,) was as can be seen by the cut an old

fashioned three story frame building facing the east, with a door in

the center, and one in the northeast corner where the bar was.

For several years before its demolition it had a hard reputation,

which, I think, it had justly earned, as it was the resort of fallen

angels of both sexes. Its destruction was not lamented. It was pulled

down about ten years ago.

Benjamin Stimson (commonly called old beauty) was in the Cross

Keys, northeast corner of East Water and Detroit Streets. This

building—which has been described in another place—is now used

for purposes of merchandise only, and is the property of our well

known and enterprising fellow citizen, Anthony Dahlman. It is yet

in good repair.

Daniel N. Nemian was in the Menomonee Hotel. This pioneer

hostlery (which is at present standing upon the southwest corner of

Clybourn and Third Streets, where it is doing duty as a boarding
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house,) stood at that time and for several years after at what is now

169 and 171 West Water Street. It also was a common two-story

and attic frame building, and was for years, like its congener the

Baltic,* a great resort for country people. Its last days, however, in

that locality, were not pleasant or prosperous, as far as making

money was concerned. It had had its day as a hotel, and was com-

pelled to give way for a more palatial structure. The Republicans

of the Fourth Ward used to hold their primary meetings there in the

olden time, and up to as late as 1870.

The Republican House,

Which as the reader has no doubt already seen in the previous

volume, was erected by Archibald Clybourn, of Chicago, in 1836,

upon or near the northeast corner of Third and Vliet Streets, where

it was kept by Silas Griffith and others as a hotel and private board-

ing house for several years, after which it was purchased by the late

Frederick Voglesgezang, who removed it to the northwest corner of

Third and Cedar Streets, where it was occupied as a hotel and known

as the Republican House.

The annexed is a fac simile of this ancient building, given as are

the others, not so much for the benefit of the present as for the

coming generations.

This pioneer hotel, which, to use a metaphor, might properly be

called "The Last of the Mohicans," has just been pulled down,

May, 1884. The work was commenced on the first and finished on

* The only real difference between the Menomonee and the Baltic was in the

veranda, the Baltic having one along its east front and across its north end,

while the Menomonee had'a balcony over the front door only as it has to this day.

Both faced the east originally, same as the Menomonee does now.
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the eighth. It was completely rotten. The columns in the veranda,

seen in the cut, were two feet square and made of plank. " Sic

transity

Correction.

In Volume I, page 47, it was stated, that the Republican (then

called the Washington House) was erected upon the northeast corner

of Vliet and Third Streets, and occupied by the late Silas Ciriffith as

a hotel.

This statement was correct except, that it was not occupied until

1838. The statement on page 48, that it stood on Cherry, between

Second and Third Street, is of course incorrect.

Besides these, there was the Cottage Inn, by Jesse M. Van Slyck,

at what is now 134 and 136 Clinton Street.

The Traveler's Home, at what is now 278 East Water Street.

This house, after having been partly destroyed by fire, was repaired

and removed to what is now 262 Milwaukee Street, where it is yet

standing and used as a private dwelling.

Biographical.

Timothy O'Brien, or " Father Tim," as he is familiarly called, has

been a very prominent citizen, in several ways, in Milwaukee. He

is a native of Limerick, Ireland, where he was born November 27,

1812, and from whence he came to Milwaukee, September 24, 1842

and at once took a prominent place among his countrymen, socially

and politically. He is one of the most aggressive men that ever

lived here, and \\'as among the first to represent his Ward—the

Third—in lue Council, in which as councilman or alderman he held

a seat almost continuously for some twenty years. He also served

as marshal, as has been seen, several times, and was a very active

and energetic officer. Could Mr. O'Brien have been thoroughly

educated, he would have made a noise in the world, (in fact he has

to some extent as it is,) as nature has been lavish of her gifts to him.

His aggressiveness, however, has as a natural sequence made him

some enemies, but for this he cares very little. He is one of that

class of men who always speak their mind freely, without any reserve,

and is always ready to take the consequences, never fails to remem-

ber his friends, and never forgives his enemies. The writer has
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watched " Father Tim " very closely since he came to the city, and

knows him well. He is, however, now well advanced in life's journey,

and must soon, with the rest of his brother pioneers, cross the Styx,

and be at rest. He is in political faith a Democrat, and never voted

any other ticket in his life. In religious faith he is a Catholic and a

zealous one. Such is Timothy O'Brien.

Hardware.

The principal hardware houses were W. H. Byron, 351 East

Water Street, A. K. Williams, at 25 Spring Street, where the Plank-

ton House now stands; present number would be 107 Grand

Avenue. Bonnell & Williams, James Bonnell and Henry Williams,

287-89 and 291 East Water. Christopher Arnold, 297 Third Street,

Whitnall's Block. T. & D. J. Miller (Thomas and Daniel J.) at No.

19 Spring Street, at what is now 105 Grand Avenue. Haney &
DeBow, Robert Haney and John DeBow, 335 East Water. Henry

K. Edgerton, successor to L. J^ Farwell, was at 293 East Water.

Henry J. Nazro was at 339 East Water, and John Pritzlafif at 299

Third Street. These were the principal hardware firms in 1851.

There were other stores which kept some hardware, but not a full

stock. Those that have been mentioned kept no other goods except

hardware and stoves. They all kept stoves.

The hardware house of Haney & De Bow, was founded in 1848

by Robert Haney, at what is now No. 1 1 1 Grand Avenue, where he

remained until the fall of 1849, when John De Bow was admitted as

a partner and the firm removed to 335 East Water Street, where it

continued to do a large business until the great fire of 1854, when

they, with others, were burnt out. They, however, at once rebuilt

upon the same site, where they remained until 1868, when they re-

moved to the present store, Nos. 341 and 343 East Water, here they

remained until June 5, 1862, when Mr. De Bow died, and Mr.

Haney was alone for a short time, when William H. Willmanns, who

had been a clerk in the old firm, was admitted a partner, who re-

mained, however, but a short time. He was succeeded by E. H.

Stone, who remained until 1879, when he also withdrew, since

which time Mr. Haney has been alone.* This has been a very

*Mr. Stone is now in business in Chicago, and Mr. Willmans at Manistee.

37
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prosperous house financially, Mr. Haney having become quite

wealthy. He is a man of marked peculiarities of character. In per-

son he is above the medium height, is well formed, very muscular,

and when in his prime must have been a very powerful man. He is

possessed of an excellent constitution, and although well up to 70

years of age, is remarkably active. He is fond of horse back riding

and takes exercise that way daily. In his business he is very

methodical, wants his own way and will have it someway. He is

always exceedingly " close mouthed," not easy to get acquainted

with, and has to-day fewer ultimate acquamtances than any other

business man in the city. He is strictly temperate and requires the

same of all his employes. Is a Democrat and always votes the

straight ticket. He is from Batavia, Genesee County, N. Y. Such

is Robert Haney, one of Milwaukee's solid men.

Dry Goods Stores.

The leading firms in the dry goods business were : Peck & Baker,

Henry P. Peck and Thos. L. Baker, (for a sketch of Mr. Peck, see

Volume II, page 244,) at 340 East Water. Boyd & Ledyard, Garret

B. Boyd and Geo. C. Ledyard, No. 9 Spring Street. A very large

store, the largest, I think, at that time, with the exception of Messrs.

Peck & Baker, in the city.

These gentlemen were prominent as merchants for several years.

Both were good men. They left some years ago, although Mr. Led-

yard visits us occasionally in the way of business and pleasure com-

bined. His home is in Chicago.

Jonathan L. Peirce was m No. 13, (now J. H. Tesch's drug store.)

He also had a large stock of general merchandise, and did a large

business. Mr. Peirce was from Great Falls, in the town of Dover,

N. H. He was a man of great energy of character, very close in

all his deahngs, and of course got wealthy. He died from the

effects of exposure while surveying some property north of the

Reservoir, May 11, 1875.

Thei^e is also one more clerk who was at the head of affairs in that store for many
years, Asa L. Tyler, who left in 1883, for the city of Portland, Oregon, where he
intends to spend his days. He was a confidential clerk for Mr. Haney for a long

time. May his venture to Oregon prove to be all that he could wish in health,

wealth and honor, for he is worthy to enjoy them ail.
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Cicero Comstock, an early Milwaukean, was at 352 and 354 Third

Street, with a large stock. He has also been somewhat prominent as

a business man and politician. He was the first city comptroller.

He has good executive ability, is a splendid accountant, a kind

hearted and conscientious gentleman, has made a good record, if he

has not got wealthy, and is with us to-day, honored and respected.

Money will purchase various things, but not a reputation.

Richardson, Houghton & Sons (sketched in Volume II, page 208),

Royal D. & Edgar C. Jennings (sketched in Volume H, page 156),

and Holton & Goodall, were all in business upon the West Side, and

were the leading dry goods firms among the Americans in 185 1.

Biographical—Thos. L. Baker.

This gentleman came to Milwaukee from New York city, in 1847,

as a partner of Henry P. Peck in the dry goods business, their store

being at what is now 340 East Water , Street, and was the largest at

that time in the city and soon became a very popular house, Mr.

Baker being in every way fitted for winning friends, he being pos-

sessed of a goodly share of common sense, combined with a pleasing

address, two qualities that when properly combined will always win

for their possessor the respect and esteem of all who may come in

contact with him.

This house, upon the death of Mr. Peck, was closed up by Mr.

Baker, who then connected himself with the State Bank of Wisconsm

(1853) as teller, a position he was well calculated to fill and in which

he continued until the bank was changed to the Milwaukee National

Bank, in 1863, when he was promoted to the responsible office of

cashier, which office he holds to-day—a period of twenty years.

Mr. Baker, who was born in the city of New York,* is a descend-

ant of the original " Amsterdamers," who made the first " Plant" on

old Manhattan's famous isle, and possesses to a large extent the

physical personale of that historic race, over whom the redoubtable

" Peter the Headstrong" wielded the scepter as military governor in

* Mr. Baker's grandfather owned a farm in what is now the most central resi-

dence portion of New Yorls; city, which he sold for twenty thousand dollars, at

that time no doubt considered a good price. Its value to-day, however, is away

in the millions. What a change in two generations, but then such is life. A man
often lets go what would have made him an Astor, or a Vanderbilt, had he kept

his grip a little longer.
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the olden time, and whose pecuHar characteristics Washington

Irving has so graphically portrayed in his " Knickerbocker."

Mr. Baker is short and what is termed thick set, but not corpu-

lent, and must when in his prime have been a very muscular young

man. He has a large head, a clear and somewhat prominent blue

eye, dark brown hair inclined to stand erect, a large face, fair com-

plexion, and a mouth indicating firmness of character. He walks as

erect as a soldier and with a regular military step. He is not very

nervous or easily excited, and never loses his self control or allows

himself to get angry. He is very quiet and undemonstrative always,

and very reticent when among strangers, but social when once an

acquaintance is formed and, like Mr. Haney, never lets any one get

too well acquainted with himself or his affairs.

He is conscientious and true to every duty and will say nothing

against any one, to their injury.. He has fine hterary tastes, is a great

reader, and keeps posted on all the scientific discoveries of the times.

He also has fine conversational powers, but as a pubhc speaker

would not be a success, as he has a dislike to everything that would

give him prominence, as a pubhc man ; he is too modest for that.

His habits of life are regular, and moral character is without a blem-

ish, and probably lives as near the Golden Rule as it is possible to do.

The writer is proud to count Mr. B., among his life long personal

friends. He is a true man and one whom to know, is to respect. In

political faith he is a staunch Republican, but does not take any

active part in political affiairs, has never sought for or held any pol-

itical office, but gives his whole attention to the bank, where 9 a. isi.,

finds him with the same regularity that it did Tim Linkinwater at

the office of the Cheerible Bros., so graphically portrayed by Dickens

in his "Nicholas Nickleby." Such is a brief sketch of Thos. L. Baker

a useful business man, and valued citizen.

The warehousemen were: Eh C. Kellogg, 170 West Water;

the old Stockton & McClure warehouse,* and at the city mill, Sher-

* In vol. 2, page 186 in a foot note, in which it was stated that the old

Stockton & McClure warehouse erected on lot 3, block 72, Fourth ward, by E. D.
Helton, was then standing in the rear of Peter McGeoch packing house, on lot 4,

block 72, Pourth ward. This is a mistake, the Holton warehouse was removed
entirely and the one in the rear of McGeoch's (now No. 162 and 164 West Water)
was built by Elisha Eldred who owned lot 4 at that time.
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man & Tapping, were at the old north pier; L. J. Higby, was on

the south east corner of West Water and Sycamore streets ; Dous-

man & Co., at the foot of East Water street; John Webb was in the

Blue warehouse on Erie street, now the property of the Messrs. Mann
Bros ; Brown & Larkin were in the checkered warehouse on South

Water street, Thomas P.Williams at the Reed warehouse on Erie street,

McCracken & Co, a new firm ; Nelson and Gardner McCracken, in

the Putnam warehouse where the Marine block now stands, north-

east corner of Ferry and South Water streets ; and Sweet and Reed

at the brick warehouse on South Water, the present Angus Smith's

"C."

Druggists.

The leading druggists were : Seth Johnson, Jr., 349 East Water

(old No. 151), Lake & Wihiams, (Wallace W. Lake and Henry

Wilhams,* United States block, 334 East Water, old No. 136.)

Hatch & Patterson, Allen W. Hatch and John Patterson,t 393

East Water; Clark & Woodruff, Abram F. Clark and John M.

Woodruff, 367 East Water. Of these Mr. Hatch is yet with us, but

from age and infirmities, helpless. Mr. Woodruff died several years

ago. Mr.' Clark is in Chicago, he had been an active business man

in Milwaukee, but finally went into speculations that broke him

financially. He was socially a genial, whole souled man, too much

so for his own good. He was not aggressive and not very demon-

strative, his weak points being his too ready confidence in the

word of others, who would inveigle him into business he knew noth-

ing about. Had he stuck to the drug business he would have been

a capitahst to-day.

BoswoRTH & Sons.

We now come to the well known house of Bosvvorth iv Sons,

*Mr. Williams died in California many years ago. His homestead was the

present Dr. McNamara's establishment, northeast corner of Broadway and John-

son streets. W. W. Lake is in Chicago, a wreck physically, financially and almost

mentally, the result of domestic troubles. Mr. Williams higira to the land of

gold was said to be for the same domestic infelicity.

f Messrs. Hatch & Patterson, were succeeded by Dr. John C. Dowe. Mr. Pat-

terson, I am informed, is now a resident of the State of Pennsylvania. He left

here in 1851.
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Howard, Fitch J., and Chas. A. Bosworth, who at this date were

located in Austin's new block, at what is now 285 East Water.

This well known house was established originally in Buffalo, N. Y.,

in 1828, where it remained until 1845, when it was removed to Mil-

waukee and opened at No. 194 West Water Street. Here the firm

remained until 1849, December 17th, when they removed to the

location as above stated, which store had been fitted up expressly

for them, where they remained until 1851, when Bedford B. Hop-

kins came into the concern as clerk, and in 1852 their store proving

too small for their increasing trade as well as too far down the street,

they purchased the store at what is now 337 East Water, into which

they removed and where they remained until burnt out August 24,

1854, but phoenix hke, a new store soon appeared upon the same

site, in which they were doing business in 60 days after the fire.

Here they remained, growing daily in volume until i860, when they

removed into the adjoining store No. 339, (Nazro's old store) where

the business continued until 1865, when Chas. A. Bosworth died,

and in 1867 the father, Howard Bosworth died, and Bedford B.

and Edward C. Hopkins, (the latter havhig come in as clerk in

1862) were admitted into the firm, under whose management the

business has been continued with the old name until the present

time, 1884. Fitch J. Bosworth, although residing in Europe, still re-

tains his interest in the business. This has been a famous drug

establishment, and is, as far as I know, the only one which started as

early as 1845 that has continued in business up to the present (a

period of 38 years) and that like Messrs. Green & Button, has

never failed to pay one hundred cents on the dollar for every in-

debtedness it incurred.

Howard Bosworth, the founder of this house, was a man of strong

will, good business abihty, and great energy of character. He had

a large head, full face, clear, dark blue eyes, and a strong, powerful

voice. He was very social to acquaintances and just enough to

strangers to win their good opinion. In religious faith he was a

Congregationalist, a leading member of Plymouth Church and for

many years a deacon. He was very active in all the charitable ob-

jects of the day in connection with the church, and just aggressive

enough to carry his point in everything that he thought right to do
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himself, or that the church should do. Fitch J. IJosworth is of a

more retiring nature and is not an easy man to get accjuainted with.

Of Chas. A., the writer knew very Httle except that he also was of a

retiring disposition and very reticent. Of the present active part-

ners, B. B. and Ed. C. Hopkins, it can be truthfully said that tlie

house under their wise management has prospered wonderfully.

They are both sharp men and understand the drug business

thoroughly. They are known all over the state for fair dealing, and

are getting wealthy very fast. Bedford P5.,isa little inclined to dab-

ble in poHtics, and score one for the Democradc party, but is not an

office seeker. Ed. C, never meddles with it, but attends strictly to

business. Such is a brief sketch of the firm of H. Bosworth & Sons.

May their shadow never be less.*

John H. Tesch.

Another who has also been prominent as a druggist who was

among the early ones, is our well know fellow citizen John H Tesch.

Mr. Tesch in a native of Prussia, and came to Milwaukee in 1841.

His first employment was as clerk for the late N. A. McClure, then

with Goodrich & Easton (at No. 9 Spring street) and lastly with

Messrs. Hale & Chapman, book store, whom he left in 1849, to oj)en

a drug store, which he did in the basement of the Methodist church,

northwestcorner of Spring and West Watert where he remained until

January 14, 1854, when the church was burnt. He then removed to

No. 7 Spring, (then No. 9), and lastly to No. 13, his present quarters.

Here he has built up a large business, being greatly aided for several

years in the department of chemistry (which was a part of his

business) by August Bode, who in this department has no superior

m the city.| Mr. Tesch is one of the men who go slow and sure,

he does not expect to get rich in day. He never goes in over his

head. He has become quite wealthy, the result of close attention to

*This firm now occupy a double store, having sold No. 147 in 1880, to E. H.

Brodhead, who owned 139, and who fittad up both for them in good style, under

a ten years lease.

tThe first brick church erected by the Methodists (see sketch of pioneer church

vol. 2, page 302.)

JMr. Bode now occupies the store adjoining Mr. Tesch and is doing a large

business as a chemist, deahng in pictures and artists materials and is one of our best

German citizens.
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a business that he understands. He, like Mr. Bode, is of a very

even temper, never gets excited or loses his self-control, and what he

tells you can be relied upon.

In political faith he is a Republican, and has been the alderman

of the Fourth ward three years, during the infancy of the city, and

was city treasurer in i860.* He is also a prominent Mason and

Odd Fellow, and a first class citizen in every respect. May the day be

far distant, when the pleasant face, and kindly greeting, will be seen

or heard no more on earth.

Cabinet Makers.

J. F. Birchard (sketched in previous chapter) West Water; Alonzo D.

Seaman, 370 and 372 East Water (present number) ; Samuel C. New-

hall, 14 Spring street; John Sidebotham, 282 West Water; and H.

Auchmoody, 21 Main street; these were the principal ones.

Zachanah Clayton had a sash, door and blind factory (liorse power)

northwest corner of Marshall and Wisconsin street (see ad.) in the rear

ofwhat is now 236 Wisconsin street. This well remembered factory was

pulled down many years ago, to make room for dwellings. Mr.

Clayton is yet living, but physically a wreck. He was one of the

early mechanics and has seen the city grow up from a hamlet, to its

present size.

Sash, Door and Blind Manufactory Corner Wisconsin and Marshall

StREE'I'.

Z. Clayton would inform the public that he has at all times a full assortment of

blinds, doors and sashes of all sizes and varieties. He will fill all orders for the

above at shortest notice. I have the most extensive faculties for manufacturing in

the city—using steam power, and being one of the oldest establishments in the

city.

Z. Clayton.

* The election of John H. Tesch to the office of city treasurer over Geo. G. Dous-

man, the Democratic nominee, was a "bitter pill" for the party to swallow, and
they were determined that he should never take the office. And in order to pre-

vent it, Joshua La Due, the then city attorney (elect) gave an opinion that he

could not hold it because he had not resigned the office of alderman previous to

his election, and a new election was ordered, at which, nothwithstanding all they

could do, he v/as triumphantly re-elected. The majority of the people (kn'iwing

the true inwardness of the case) both Democrats and Republicans went in for

him. But not satisfied with all this Ladue et al. then rushed a resolution through

the council, at a special meeting, fixing the amount of bonds, which' had

previously been $50,000 (five securities at $10,000 each) at $200,000 with two

securities al $100,000 each, thinking in their blindness that that would floor him
but it did not, he got the securities, Alex. Mitchell being one and Jas. H. Rogers,

the other. Now was not that real mean.
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Bakery.

Alexander H. Johnson had a bakery this year at wliat is now

Nos. i6g and 171 Second Street, where he carried on the business

for a number of years. He was also quite a politiciar, and besides

serving as alderman for several terms was elected city treasurer. He

was a smart business man and very aggressive. Several of the build-

ings erected by him—including the one used for a bakery—are yet

standing in a dilapidated condition. He died some seventeen years

ago. One of his sons follows his father's trade, and is rapidly

acquiring wealth as well as a reputation for close dealing that is not

to be envied.

The principal clothing firms were Newbouer & Sons, Steinhart <S:

Adler (already sketched), and the Messrs. Friend Bros., all of whom

had at that time a department for custom work.

Friend and Brothers.

This popular clothing house was founded by Henry and Elias

Friend, who came to this country from Bavaria (Germany) in 1840,

and settled in Alabama, from whence they came to Milwaukee in

1847, and opened a clothing store at what is now No. 370 East

Water Street, for the whol'er-l* and retail clothing trade. Meyer

Friend came in 1848. Here diey remained under a lease until 1852,

when they purchased the property ©f Geo. F. Austin, and in 1855

they rebuilt it and occupied it until i860, when they removed to the

Lester Sexton store, erected the previous year, southeast corner of

Broadway and Michigan Streets, and commenced the business of

wholesaUng only, which continued until 1876, when such had been

their success as to enable them to purchase the property Irom the

heirs of Mr. Sexton, at a cost of $110,000, then a two-story and

mansard only, where they continued to do business until 1882, when

two more full stories were added, which made the building one of

the largest in the northwest.

This firm have always conducted their business upon the European

plan, viz : The eldest member being the head or managing partner,

which position was filled by the late Henry Friend until his death by

the loss of the ill-fated steamer Schiller, on the coast of Cornwall,

England, May 7, 1875, "^^h*^^^ ^^^ ^ "^^^^^ ^^ ^^'^ "" ^'-^^^^^^ Land." No

38
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change, however, was made in the firm name on this account until

January i, 1883, when it was changed into a stock company, with

EHas Friend, president, Isaac Friend, vice president, and Bernhard

Firing, secretary. Meyer Friend (whose picture accompanies

this sketch), has retired from active business and is taking it easy in

his autumnal years, his mantle having fallen upon Elias, (who is in

every way worthy to wear it,) the present style of the firm being

Friend Bros., clothing.

This, I think, is the only clothing house in the city which has been

in business thirty-six consecutive years, and its success has been truly

wonderful. From small beginnings it has grown to mammoth pro-

portions. They were also the first to introduce the steam cutting

machine—one of the most useful inventions of the age—which has

enabled them to more than treble their former yearly business.

Their employes now number over one thousand, and their business

to over $800,000 annually. Everything is conducted upon a fixed

plan, each having his department, and is held responsible for the

proper working of it.

As citizens, the Messrs. Friends rank among our best. They are

very wealthy, but not aristocratic. They are sharp in business, but

will never take any unfair advantage of any one, and have made a

record of which they may well be proud.

The writer's acquaintance .with the Messrs. Friend Bros, com-

menced in 1850, since which it has continued uninterrupted to the

present, and although of a dilferent race, as well as a different

religious faith, he can truthfully say, that Milwaukee does not contain

within her borders, among our foreign born citizens, any one for

whom he entertains more respect than for Messrs. Meyer and Ellias

Friend.

They are true men, and rank second to none as representative

men among their people. And that the day may be far distant

when the " dark angel " shall receive the order from the Master to

open the gate and summon them from this life of toil to that haven

of rest which lies beyond the river is surely the wish of all who know

them.





,^ ^^^^

•ah<iy?'^
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Confectioners.

Among the confectionery men of tlie olden time, and who have

not before received any special mention, was Henry J. Gofif, who

had a large stock of confectionery and toys at 396 East Water, and

who was a competitor of Edward Emery and Henry Miller for

several years, for the privilege of getting up suppers for the balls and

parties so common in those days, among the Odd Fellows, firemen

and other associations, in which he invariably lost money, his out-

goes in every case exceeding his income. He was a clever, but not

a brilliant man, and after bucking against fate until somewhere along

in the fifties, left for Minneapolis, where, I am told, he still resides.

I remember him well.

Sherburne Bryant.

This gentleman who has been one of Milwaukee's most promi-

nent and successful master mason builders, came here from Thetford,

Vermont, in 185 1. His first employment was as a journeyman,

under the late Chas. Waterman, for whom he worked one season,

when he struck out for himself as a contractor, from whence to the

present time he has been one of the most successful ones that ever

came here. The following are among the buildings which bear his

private marks, and upon which the mason work was done by him.

The store of the Messrs. Rice & Friedman, 329 and 331 East Water

Street. The J. M. Lawrence building, northeast corner of Broad-

way and Michigan Streets. The two Hix buildings (now the proj)-

erty of Daniel Wells, Jr.,) Nos. 333, 338 and 340 and 329, 331

and 333 Broadway. The O. W. Gunnison Block, 347 and 349

Broadway. The FoUansbee Block, 115 and 117 Wi.sconsin. The

hthographing estabHshment of Messrs. Siefert & Schteftel, 311,

313 and 315 Broadway, which building he owns. The mammoth

store of T. A. Chapman. The Van Dyke Block, southwest corner

of South Water and Ferry Street. The Mack block southwest corner

of East Water and Wisconsin Streets, which, as a business block, is

his crowning work. The Chicago, Milwaukee (S: St. Paul shops in

the Menomonee Valley. The depot at Chicago. Wm. A. Prentiss'

dwelling, southwest. corner of Marshall and Martin Streets (now the

residence of H. xMack). The residence of Elias Friend, northeast
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corner of Cass and Mason Streets. Mrs. Colt's. residence 226 Pros-

pect Avenue. The dwelling of J. H. Rice, 588 Marshall Street.

The residence of Daniel L. Wells, 78 Prospect Avenue, (built orig-

inally by Mr. Bryant on contract for Jas. A. Whahng). The dwell-

ing of R. P. Fitzgerald, 585 Marshall Street. The J. G. Flint resi-

dence, 272 Martin Street, as well as a large number for himself,

several of which he yet owns.

Personale.

Mr. Bryant is in many respects a wonderful man. His ambition

is unbounded, and had he been a poHtician, he would have made

" Rome howl." He is very aggressive, and whoever gets in his

way, will be compelled to step lively or get run over. He knows no

such word as stop. Born in a part of the Union where men and

bovs had to work or starve, work has no terrors for him, in fact he

loves it and is never so happy as when at it. And as for making

others work, it is no disparagement to his brother contractors to say

that there is not one of them all who can get more work out of a

gang of men, and at the same time retain their good will and re-

spect, than can Sherburne Bryant. Neither is there one of them who

can figure closer or who has made more money out of his contracts,

than has he, a statement which, I think, they will all confirm. He

is very sharp and quick to see where to strike, and can, and does,

handle a hundred thousand dollar deal in lumber or real estate bet-

ter than half the men who make that their regular business.

In person Mr. Bryant is of the medium height, has a large and

compactly built frame, wonderful powers of endurance, and is a good

representative of the New England type. He is all life, and quick-

motioned as a cat, has an extremely nervous temperament, decides

a matter almost in a moment, and if he wants anything, like Horace

Chase, he wants it bad, and wants it now. His face is round and

full. He has a clear blue eye, speaks very quick, his words coming

out with a rolhng intonation and with a vim that gives whoever

hears them to understand that he is in earnest. He is a spleiidid

friend and a generous enemy. But if once you are unfortunate

enough to lose his confidence, you will not be Hkely to regain it

again, a fact which it will not take over thirty days to discover, as
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there is no hypocrisy about him. He detests all cod fish aristocratic

notions and ways, and although abundantly able to do so, never

puts on any style or false airs. He is somewhat radical in his views

upon all subjects, but if convinced of his error, will surrender like a

man, has good judgment and always rehes upon it, hence his suc-

cess. In pohtical faith he is a Republican, and in religious, a Free

Thinker. He is probably the wealthiest mechanic in the city—un-

less it may be John Roberts—and enjoys life as he goes along. The

writer has known Mr. Bryant, intimately, since his first arrival in

in Milwaukee, and knows the truth of what is written above, and

can only wish that our city had many more like him, for of such is

the nation's wealth.

The Excelsior Society.

The meeting of the Excelsior society this year, January i, at

Gardiner's Hall, was a grand affair. The sons of the Empire state

were out in force, it was a veritable gathering of the clans.

The president, Gen. Rufus King in his opening address, which was

quite lengthy, spoke as follows :

Gentlemen—We have now discussed the substantials, disposed of the regular

toasts, and the field is now cleared for general action. Our western custom exacts

that this should be a free fi^ht, and every man is expected to take a hand in "a

la Donnybi-ook," {i. e., if you see a head, hit it,) and they did.

Luke Seaver, Esq., made a feeling eulogy upon John E. Cameron

deceased.* The proceedings of the evening occupied nearly a page

in the Sentineland Gazette of the 4th. As the writer was not a son

of the Empire state, he did not get a regular invitation, but was

present all the same.

Spirit Rapping.

Spirit rapping was discovered this year, the Sentinel of tlie 6th had

a long article descriptive of a "seance" held at the residence of E. Ci.

Loomis, which was very amusing as well as ridiculous. The subject

of spiritual manifestations (/. e., outside of a saloon) was then just be-

gining to disturb the equinimity of the citizens of the Cream city,

considerably, {i. e.,) the church going portion claiming that it was

of* the devil, while a few prominent ones, among whom was the late

* It was beautiful and John was worthy of it.
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Dr. James Douglass and James P. Greves, defended it, claiming that

it came from above. But one thing is certain, no good has come

out of it so far, to those who followed it up.

The paper mill was also finished this year at Humboldt, by Noo-

nan & McNab.

This mill was one of the bones of contention that brought about

the slight misunderstanding (of which the present generation at least

have some slight knowledge) between the late Josiah A. Noonan

and John J. Orton, resulting in a series of law suits, which were con-

tinued unil Noonan was financially ruined, and Orton badly dam-

aged, and that cost the county of Milwaukee more for juror's fees

and other expenses, than all Humboldt (minus the cement works)

would sell for to-day. Both were spunky and both had money to

fight with. The property over which the battle was fought, is gone,

Noonan is gone, McNab is in CaHfornia, and Orton alone is lefc, hke

the servants of Job, to relate the story. It has been written that the

wages of sin is eternal death, and the writer would add that the re-

sult of law suits (as a rule') is the financial death of both parties.

How Have The Mighty Fallen.

The following puft" for this well remembered claimant for the post

of honor as the real Milwaukee, is given here to show that it had

good prospects at one time, for being a place of business:

The Village of Humboldt.

We were shown yesterday, the plot of the new village of Humboldt, which has

just been laid out on the west side of the Milwaukee river, at the point heretofore

known as Mechanicsville. Very good taste has been displayed in the location, and

in the selection of the names of the streets, &c. Among them are the familiar

ones, to our German fellow-citizens, of Liebnitz, Schiller, Goethe, &c., while the

American ear is gratified with Taylor, Franklin, Jefferson, &c. There is at this

point one of the very best water powers in the state, the whole volume of the

Milwaukee river with a fall of i6 feet. Messrs. Wolcott Ot Cotton's fine flouring

mill and excellent saw mill, are already in successful operation here, and our la-

mented friend Cameron has just commenced his new paper mill. The proximity

of Humboldt to our city, the extensive water power there, and the fine site and

excellent plan of the village combine to render it an attractive point, either for

settlement or investment.

This village notwithstanding the above is now a ruin and no longer

makes any pretensions to be anybody, and were it not for the cement
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works erected there, it would long ago, like Tadmor of the desert,

have been forgotten, and become a resort for the bats and the owls.

The old German saloon keeper with the elephantine proboscis, is

dead.* And not even a glass of the frisky lager can be obtained

there. It is busted as a suburban resort or commercial center.

Sic transit gloria vmndi (or Tuesdi) take your choice, they are

both same price.

New Bridge.

A bill for a new bridge at Buffalo Street was passed this winter

(1851), at Madison, February 6, upon which the Sentinel h;id the

following

:

The New Bridge.

Messrs. Editors :

We would like to ask a few questions concerning the new bridge, which ought

to interest every cilinen, but which nobody appears to know anything about.

Is this bridge to benefit the railroad? If so, why dfoes not that company build

it themselves ? Is it to benefit Higby's warehouse, as marsh lots are benefitted

by the downfall of their loftier neighbors? If so, should n't it have been a sus-

pension bridge, so high that no further obstructions should be placed in our

already clogged up river ? Is it to be a rival of the Spring Street Bridge ? If so,

we hope Spring Street will give it their aitention. Is it to do awav with the Point

Bridge? If so, East Water Street and the Fifth Ward had better give their atten-

tion to it. If a new bridge is to be built, would n't it be polite and generous to

place it where the irrelevant bridge now stands, and let the boys have the latter

for a bon-fire next election day ? Would n't it be a good plan to give our Legis-

lature a castigation, and a severe one too, for treatmg matters of the first impor-

tance with an eye only to the wants of a corrupt and unknown few. We pause for

a reply. Censor.

P. S. Perhaps some one would like to know the reason why so much secresy

has been observed in the passage of this important bill.

[Censor will see that the bill referred to has not passed, but has been laid on

the table.]

Charter Meetings.

There were several meetings held by the would be solons of those

* There was a German who kept a saloon there away back in the sixties, who
had a nose at least four inches in length, it fairly hung down over his mouth, so

much so as to necessitate the holding it away, whenever he drank a glass of lager, and

to see that, was a sight not easily forgotten; the little boys used to make regular

pilgrimages up there for the purpose of seeing that awlul nose. It was a nose

as was a nose.
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times in relation to the new charter, at most of which, judging from the

proceedings, no small amount of buncombe as well as carbureted

days, in the fall and winter of 1850-1, said to be to fix up matters in

hydrogen was expended by the poKticians. One was held at John-

son's Hall, now No. 309 East Water Street, William Stupenski,

chairman, A. Gary, secretary, January 29, and one in the Second

Ward, February 3.* The proceedings of which last meeting, pub-

lished and commented upon by the Wisconsin of the 5th, brought

out the following letter, published in the Sentinel of the 7th, which

read as follows

:

Editor Sentinel and Gazette :

In yesterday's Wisconsin, February 5th, as well as in your paper of the 6th,

was the report of a large and enthusiastic meeling, held in the Second Ward, at

the " Mansion House," at which August Greulich was chairman, and K. D. Jen-

nings and J. B. Vliet, secretaries, held, it is claimed, according to previous notice,

etc. Now the truth is, Mr. Editor, that this whole matter is news to us, as well

as to a large majority of the citizens of the Second Ward, and if any previous

notice was ever given it was certainly a private one, and only then to a few kin-

dred spirits. We here in the .Second Ward did not know of any such meeting,

until we read it in your paper.

Isaac Newstadtl, F. Oberman,

F. Schuhm, Chas. Grundel,

Rowan Sherhan, Conrad Kissinger,

Chas. Ran, F. Ilerzer,

Adolph Wiel. Citizens of the Second Ward.

Thus the etitbrts made by a few political bummers to commit the

Second Ward to their plans did not succeed. But it was like the

times. Half a dozen would get together, hold a meeting and put a

flaming report of the proceedings in the papers, which generally

went unanswered, but this time it did not work that way. A few of

the Germans, at least, were not to be placed in the political stocks,

so cunningly prepared for them by Huebschmann and his allies, so

easily.

The meeting referred in the above letter, of which they knew

nothing, was one gotten up secretly by Huebschmann and a few of

hisilk, who were'' anti-bank," and anti everything else, including the

*.\t which Dr. Huebschmann fired his " Long Tom," with such disastrous effects

to himself and party.
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removal of all restrictions to raising taxes (same as tliey want to-day)

which did not originate with him, in order to make political capital

for their views. But the people as a mass were determined to have
Banks, and no charter for Milwaukee, or a Constitution for the State,

could ever have received their sanction which did not contain a pro-

vision to that effect. Nor could any legislative enactment that forbid

them be enforced in this country, and never will be. What could

the advocates of no Banks have been thinking about when drafting

that first Constitution ? A few of them have since seen their folly,

and had the manhness to admit it. But I know of one who never

has and who never will.

The annexed are the proceedings had at the meeting held at the

Court House, February 3, and published the Se7iti)iel of the 7th,

when John White was sheriff, at which it will be seen that the Boys

had a circus. It was by far the most important of the series, and

will conclude all 1 have to say upon that subject. The following are

the proceedings

:

Mass Meeting of the Citizens of Milwaukee.

In pursuance of a public call issued by several committees apixjinted at prior

meetings, the citizens of Milwaukee assembled at the Court lluuse, Monday

evening, at 7 o'clock.

The meeting was organized in the lower hall, by appointing A. D. Smith, Esq.,

president, and D. E. Cameron and E. F. Herzberg, secretaries.

John White, Esq., sheriff of the county, being present, addressed the Chair,

stating that upon adjournment of the Court for the day, the bar were unwilling to

have a public meeting held in the Court room; but, with all respect for the wishes

of the bar, to accommodate the multitude of citizens assembled together, who

could not find room in the lower part of the building, he would take the responsi-

bility, with the assistance of three men, such as the Chair might appoint, to open

and prepare the Court room for their reception. Thereupon the Chair appointed

Messrs. A. Sweet, F. Fratney, and Wm. Stupenski said committee, who dis-

charged their duty in a few moments, when the meeting retired to the Court

room.

Order being fully restored, the president in a few brief and pertinent remarks,

stated more fully the objects of the meeting, and expressed his own disapproba-

tion of many of the features contained in the new charter, and especially of the

manner in which said instrument was got up, by a few individuals only, who

afterwards sought to establish it, as our fundamental law, without letting the

people know what it contained. This was a liold stroke at our liberties, and should

not be tolerated.

39
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Mr. Stupenski then, in behalf of the several committees, offered the following

Preamble and Resolutions.

Whereas, It is a fundamental Republican principle, that governments derive

their just powers from the people—that they are instituted for the benefit of the

people—that the people have the best right to decide which laws would be bene-

ficial to them, and by what kind of laws they would choose to be governed.

And, whereas, A few individuals, citizens of Milwaukee, took it into their

heads to compile and draft a city charter for the city of Milwaukee, and, without

consulting the wishes of the inhabitants of this city, and without even publishing

the contents of this important document, sent the same in haste to our Legislature

for final legislation; therefore,

Resolved, That we are opposed to the passage of this whole rough draft of a

charter, for the following reasons :

1. We disagree with the provisions for the qualifications of voters at the elec-

tion of city and ward officers, requiring a continuous residence of one year next

preceding such election, as well as with some of the provisions against illegal vot-

ing, giving the inspectors a wide range of power over the voter.

2. We do not cherish the tendency manifested in this draft, towards uniting dif-

ferent powers of administration, and rather demand a strict republican separation

of the legislative, executive and police, and judicial powers. We are entirely op-

posed to the androgynal office of a mayor, after the pattern of Joe Barker, of the

German Burgomasters, as head of police and chief executive, having at the same

time the jiower to bring before his court citizens " upon his own observation,"

and to " dispose of all cases in a summary manner, without pleading."*

3. We are opposed to the building or making of single track railways at the

public expense, and opposed to the propelling of cars upon our streets by steam.

4. We do not see the expediency or necessity of a house of peers or loids, as a

higher branch of legislation in our city matters, constructed in the manner as this

draft provides.

5. We agree to the change of the present system of grading and improving

streets, as too momentous to be effected by the summary provisions of this one-

sided charter ; but are of the opinion that the interests of those who heretofore

have contributed towards making and improving other streets, and elevating them

into places of business-, should be well balanced and deliberated in a public con-

vention of delegates from the different wards of our city, and compromised in a

manner satisfactory to all parties concerned.

6. We regard the section 43, as to the change of grades " that may hereafter be

established," leaving the grades now established to the mercy of the future alter-

ation, in its whole tenor, as too frivolous, as to be sustained by the approval of

our coirmunity.

*It seems that some of the Germans were in for giving the mayor police and
judicial powers, but it did not take with the masses.



MILWAUKEE UNDER THE CHARTER. 319

7. We find the manner of conducting ward Inisiness in private meetings of the

respective aldermen of each ward, as lacking pubhcity and tlie control of the

public.

8. The final provisions in section 49, doing away with the necessity of publish-

ing notice of the expiration of the time of redemption of lots or lands sold for city

or state taxes, as required by the provisions of our revised statutes, adds to the

weight of suspicion in the ends and motives of the new provisions of this draft.

9. We consider it unjust to exclude the payer of taxes upon personal property

from voting upon loans to be contracted, as long as the payment of principal and

interest is provided out of the first street taxes assessed and collected after the

dates of such loans.

10. We consider the importance of this document, and the bearing of the dif-

ferent alterations therein contained, as too vast, to admit careful examination of

the same in the short space of a few days, out of a few copies that reached some

individuals of this large population of our city. And therefore

Resolved, That we instruct our representatives in both branches of our legisla-

ture to vote against this scheme in any and every shape, and to provide in its

stead, for an election of delegates from the respective wards of Milwaukee to a

city convention, whose duty it shall be to take into consideration the wants and

wishes and interests of the inhabitants of this city to draft a city charter and sub-

mit its acceptance or refusal to a vote of the people at a public election.

Resolved, That we instruct our representatives to amend our now existing city

charter, as to provide for the election of three assessors for each ward and all

other ward and city officers by the voters of said wards, and for the legal assess-

ment and collection of ward, city, county and state taxes. Also, for the pay-

ment of the debt of the west ward.

Resolved, That we condemn the course pursued by those engaged in the rig-

ging out and sending away like hot shot, of this important document, without con-

sulting the wishes of the people, without any previous publication—yea, without

any provision for the submission of the same to a popular vote, as a highhanded

outrage ; and the sending of an additional article, containing the submission in

an after train, on the eve of the bursting forth of popular indignation, does in no

way soften this guilt.

On motion of Mr. Schumaker, the above resolutions, after an animated discus-

sion, in which Mr. Prentiss, Dr. Johnson, F. Fratney, and others participated,

were adopted, with great unanimity and applause.

After the rejection of several motions and resolutions by Dr. Johnson and

others, the following resolutions, by Aid. Wedemeyer, were adopted :

Resolved, That the proposition now before the common council, to pay ^250 for

drawing up the new city charter, is a project for taking the money out of the

pockets of the people for scanty service, and that it is the duty, not of the city, to

pay him, but the duty of those who employed him.
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Resolved, That those who employed Judge Miller, and ought to pay him, may

estimate the value of his services ; but if the people pay, let tliem fix the price.

On motion of Jasper Vliet, the following resolution was adopted :

Resolved, That it is inexpedient to divide the county of Milwaukee, but that the

same should remain as it is, and that our representatives in the legislature be in-

structed to use their influence accordingly.

On motion of Alderman McGarry, it was

Resolved, That the proceedings of this meeting be published in all the city

papers, and that the secretaries be instructed to send a copy of the same to eat:h

of our senators and representatives in the legislature.

On motion the meeting adjourned sine die.

A. D. Smith, President.

D-E. Cameron, ? gecetaries.
L. F. Herztberg, ^

Smith & McVicker, were the successors of A. V. R. Ableman, in

the planing mill (previously spoken of) on West Water Street, this

year.

Fire.

A fire occurred at the ship chandlery of G. D. Norris, January

1 8th, which destroyed the ship chandlery, Jacob Fink's cabinet shop

;

Nelson Ludington & Co., lumber yard, 1,800,000 feet; J. E.

McClure's grocery; Sinith & McVicker's lumber, 1,600,000 feet;

F. M. Clark, 1,000,000 feet; L. J. Kimball's carriage factory, corner

of Main and Chicago Streets ; Nelson Sogg's blacksmith shop, and

several small dwellings. This fire which was on the block bounded

by East Water, Menomonee, Broadway and Erie Streets, was a very

large and destructive one ; made doubly so from the severity of the

weather, rendering it almost impossible to work the engines. I re-

member this fire well. Loss $55,000 ; insurance $25,000 ; a large

amount for that day.

The ship chandlery of G. D. Norris, in which this fire originated,

was founded in 1843,* by Messrs. Henry Payson and George Robb,

from Chicago, their first place of business being in a small frame

building standing upon the northeast corner of East Water and Erie

Streets, erected for them by the late Geo. D. Dousman, and where

*There is some dispute as to the exact date of the founding of this sail loft and

ship chandlery, some claiming that it was as early as 1 841, but I am certain that

it was not later than 1843, and I am ot the opinion that it was in 1842.
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they continued to do business until 1845, when they were joined by
Mr. Norris, from Boston, who acted as their clerk in the construc-

tion of the bark Utica, principally, and who continued with them
until August 1846, when he purchased their interest* and continued

the busmess under the tide of G. D. Norris & Co., until burnt out as

stated above, when he removed to -what is now the Bethel Home,t
northeast corner of Milwaukee and Erie Streets, using the dining

room for a shop and the Helfenstein warehouse for a store room,|

when he remained for a few weeks, when he purchased the two-

story frame sail loft erected in 1848 by James K. Webster§ upon

the east half of lot 3, block i. Fifth Ward, at what is now 220 South

Water Street, into which he removed and where he remamed until

the seventh of August, upon which day the building was removed on a

scow, directly across the river and placed upon the site of the present

building, Nos. 19 and 21 Erie Street.

An Arrival.

A long, low craft bearing the U. S. flag, which has been moored for some time

in the Fifth Ward, labelled, since last winter, " G. D, Norris' Sail Loft," floated

across the river to Erie Street on Saturday, in some part of which we suppose it

will take a permanent berth, and Mr. Norris be found ready to wait upon all

comers.

*It has been claimed that Mr. Norris purchased only a part interest in 1846,

which the writer thinks is perhaps true, as there is an advertisement in the early

papers under the title of Payson & Robb & G. D. Norris, which would imply that

those gentlemen retained an interest silently, if not openly up to 1848, when they

retired and returned to Chicago, after which it was G. D. Norris.

fTliis building was erected by Wm. B. Hibbard, in 1850, for a hotel, the

writer working upon it for Messrs. Shadbolt & Spalding, who were the contrac-

tors. It was never oocupied, however, as a hotel, and was unoccupied at that

time.

JThe Helfenstein warehouse which was directly opposite, on the river side,

burnt several years ago.

§Jas. K. Webster came from New York city in 1848, and opened a ship

chandlery in a small two-story frame yet standing and known as No. 205 Lake

Street, erected by fas. Lewis, which he occupied for that purpose until the erection

of his new one referred to above was completed, into which he moved and where

he remained until the spring of 1849. when, becoming discouraged at the outlook

for the ship chandlery business, he left for California, where he still resides, after

which the building stood vacant until occupied by Mr. Norris, as stated above.

Mr. Webster was a splendid looking man. He always wore a blue coat with

brass buttons, drab pants and a white hat. I remember him well. His half

brother, Henry Kavanagh, (now a coal merchant on South Water Street,) who

also came in 1848, was employed in this building for both Messrs. Webster and

Norris.
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This moving was done by Owen Goss, at the expense of the late

Caleb Harrison, and came near proving a bad job for that gentle-

man, on account of there being at that time no tugs upon the river,

which compelled them to use poles as a motive power, which poles

being too short for the depth of water, the scow, of course, went

gypsying down the river until opposite the present harbor before they

succeeded in arresting her course, after which they were compelled

to warp her back again, which took nearly two days, on account of

the strong current at that time in the river. I remember this affair

as though it were but yesterday, as the scow remained at the bank

after her return for several days before the building was placed upon

the lot. Mr. Harrison was heartily sick of this contract, on account

of the extra expense incurred, but if the scow had gone into the

ake it would have ruined him. But all is well that ends well, and

the building was finally landed in safety, where it was occupied until

the fall of 1852, when, upon the commencement of the erection of

the present building, it was sold to Dr. L. W. Weeks, who employed

Owen Goss to move it back to its original site, which he did, Mr.

Norris remaining in it while being removed and until the present

building was completed in 1853, after which it was occupied by the

late Giles A. Waite ?aid George Green* as a carpenter shop for a

short time, then for the storage of salt and lime, and lasdy by

Messrs. Paige & Fitzgerald (the late Joseph Paige and R. P. Fitz-

gerald), as a stable, in connection with their coal yard, until the

erection of the present shed by Chas. D. Nash, in 1877, when it was

pulled down and has passed into oblivion. Such is a brief sketch of

this pioneer ship chandlery building from its erection in 1848 by

Mr. Webster to its demolition in 1877.

The business roster of the house of G. D. Norris & Co. has been

as follows

:

From 1848, (when, as the writer beheves, Mr. Norris became sole

owner,) to January i, 1861, it was G. D. Norris, at which date John

Thorsen, a native of Stovanger, Norway, who came in 1844, as

* As the reader has already seen its original color was black, but while occupied
by Messrs. Waite & Green it was repainted in "checks," and known as the
"little checkered " warehouse, in contra-distinction to the one just above it, the
" old checkered" warehouse, which the reader v/ill remember was occupied in
1850 and 185 1 by Chas. H. Larkin & Co.
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foreman for Messrs. Payson & Robb, (and who had held the same

position with Mr. Norris,) became a partner, the title being

G. D. Norris & Co., which continued until July i, 1867, when Mr.

Thorsen retired, after which Mr. Norris remained alone until his

death, October 19, 1869, when Andrew Joys, a native of Christiana,

Norway, who had been in the employ of Mr. Norris as clerk since

1856, took charge of the business for Mis. Norris, until January i,

1870, when he was made a partner, and the business continued under

the title of Norris & Co., until January i, 187 1, when Chas. W.

Norris was admitted, and the business continued under the title of

G. D. Norris & Co., until 1875, when John Joys, also a native of

Christiana, who came in 1855, was admitted, the firm now consisting

of Mrs. Ahce B. Norris, Chas. W. Norris, Andrew M. Joys, and

John Joys, under the title of G. D. Norris & Co.

Greenleaf D. Norris, whose business record has been given above,

was from the day of his arrival in Milwaukee, to his death, a period

of 24 years, a man of influence. He came from a city where men

do business strictly upon business principles, a maxim he followed

to the letter. He had splendid executive abilities, and being in pos-

session of ample means to do business with, he of course soon out-

ran all his competitors in his line, and made money rapidly.

Physicially he was one of the finest looking men in the city, he

was one who would command respect, and receive attention from

strangers at first sight, and he certainly was one of the most mus-

cular men, for his size, that it was ever my fortune to meet. He had

a grip hke a vice and took great delight in making it known occa-

sionally. He was as quick motioned as a cat metaphorically speak-

mg, and as full of mischief as a boy. He was possessed of fine

social quahties, good conversational powers and a universal favorite

everywhere. He was fond of children and would do anything in his

power to amuse or make them happy. He was perfectly fearless

and would brook no insult from any man. He walked with a (juick

easy step, his hands usually thrust in his pockets, and his eyes cast

upon the ground. He was fond of books and works of art, gener-

ous to all in want, and if he gave to any charitable or worthy object,

he gave liberally. He was one of the first directors of the North-

western Insurance Company and vice president, and several of the
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first policies issued were signed by him. In politics he was a Re-

publican, and a good one, but would not hold office. He was in

life one of Milwaukee's most respected and representative men, and

will live in memory for many years to come.

Mr. Norris was born in Boston, Mass., March 19, 1822. His son

Chas. W. Norris, is in person the counterpart of his father, and in

habit like him in many respects. He has the same pleasant smile,

and manly bearing, and is a worthy son of a worthy sire. He also

has a goodly share of his business ability, and the house is under

his management in connection with the Messrs. Joys, moving on

and taking the lead as of yore, and if he make as good a record as

did his father, he will be a man of influence as well as usefulness.

He is not nervous, is very quiet and unasuming, but beneath that

lies concealed a will that stops at nothing short of accompHshing its

object. He looks you squarely in the face when addressing you,

has a pleasing address and a pleasant greeting for all, and like his

father keeps well up with the times in literature as well as business,

and is rapidly coming to the front as a leading business man and an

mfluential citizen. Of his present associates in the business, the

Messrs. Joys, it is sufficient to say that they possess the same traits

of character for which their nation has been famed (viz:) courage,

perseverance, caution and industry. They possess a thorough

knowledge of all that pertains to their profession, are among our best

foreign born citizens, and are fast coming to the front as leaders

among their countrymen in this land of their adoption, both socially

and financially. Mr. Thorsen, their former partner, now one of

our heaviest lumber merchants, his firm being known as the

Stronach Lumber Company, is also a good business man, has be-

come quite wealthy, and is a good representative of the old Norse

race, from which he sprung. He walks as erect as a soldier, his hat

always tipped back upon his head. He has a large round face

(beardless), a florid complexion and a nervous temperature. He is

very social and gentlemanly, a good friend (if a friend) and if an

enemy wiU always let it be known in a way not to be misunderstood.

There is one pecuHarity for which this house has always been noted,

and that is the length of time for which it retains its employees,

there being two sailmakers (viz :) Jacob Weil, a Norwegian, and
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William Wreede,.a German, (known as Tom Anderson) who have

been in their employ continuously for over diirty years. .Such is a

brief sketch of the ship chandlery house of G. D. Norris i!»c Co., a

house whose financial credit is without a stain, and whose flag has

never been struck since first flung to the breeze in 1843, through all

the financial disasters that the country and particularly the west,

has been called to pass. This house never failed to pay a hundred

cents on the dollar. And the only death which has occurred up to

to-day is that of Mr. Norris, as previously stated. Financially, it

was founded upon a rock, and under the same wise management in

the future as in the past, its proprietors—be they who they may

—

will, to use a nautical phrase, be found upon the quarter deck for a

century to come.

Dividing the County.

The proposition to have the city set oiT into a county by itself

was brought up again this year at Madison. Nothing came of it,

however, but wind, but there was plenty of that.

The Burns Supper.

The sons of " auld Scotia " held the Burns supjjjr this year at

No. I Spring Street, (Belden's old home saloon,) January 24, where

the Scotchmen had lots of hot whisky, pun::h, and " haggis."

Arthur McArthur, president, R. Menzies, secretary. Among the

speakers upon this occasion, besides the president, were Robert

Menzies, who made an eloquent speech at this their fourth annual

gathering. He was followed by John P. McGregor, J. H. Tweedy,

Judge Levi Hubbell, Jas. McEvven, after which they closed with the

following poetic eftlision to the tune of "Auld Lang Syne":

" And what though we be far awa',

And in a foreign clime,

We'll ne'er forget auld Scotia's shores

And the days of auld lang syne."

This society (now known as the St. Andrew's Society) meets regu-

larly every year, and is one of the best kept up national affairs of the

age. They never fail to have a " haggis," and several other national

dishes, with Scotch whisky " galore," and always have a good time.

This the writer knows from experience.

40
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The Plank Road Craze.

There was a regular craze for plank roads in 1849, '50 and '51,

among the business men of Milwaukee, as the only means of getting

into the country, for which the following charters were obtain-ed

:

Milwaukee and Janesville, Watertown, Lisbon, Green Bay,

Waukesha, Wauwatosa, Fond du Lac, and Humboldt.

Upon several of these roads, viz : the Janesville, Waukesha,

Watertown, and Lisbon, considerable work was done. The charter

for the Janesville road was obtained in 1848, upon which nineteen

miles of plank were subsequently laid, a part of which (to Hale's

Corners) is in use to-day, and upon which tolls are collected. The

moving spirit in this enterprise was Alanson Sweet. The road com-

menced at the intersection of First Avenue and Railroad Street,

going directly to the intersection of Sixth Avenue and Mitchell

Street and on past Forest Home. The officers of this corporation

were Levi Blossom, president, S. J . Van Vechten, secretary, Alanson

Sweet, treasurer. Office in Exchange Block on Michigan Street,

where Alex. Mitchell's Bank now stands.

The Milwaukee and I^isbon Plank Road was chartered in

1850, capital $200,000. Eight miles were built in 185 1. The fol-

lowing are the officers : Leander Comstock, president, E. B. Green-

leaf, secretary, Robert Whitehead, treasurer. Directors were L.

Comstock, J. A. Phelps, Richard Hoppin, Jr., Albert Fowler, Clark

Brookins, Levi Russell, and Lucius Bottum. This was wholly a

West Side enterprise. The office was at 352 Third Street, over

Comstock's store.

The Milwaukee and Fond du Lac was organized June, 1850,

during which the first division of ten miles was put under contract,

and built in 185 1. Officers, Joseph R. Thomas, president, John B.

Vliet, secretary. Directors, J. R. Thomas, Garret Vliet, Richardson

Houghton, Jacob A. Hoover, Ferdinand Kalckoff, Robert W. Peirce,

and John B. Vliet. As this company had no treasurer, it is pre-

sumable that they had no money.

The Milwaukee and Waukesha was chartered in 1850, capital

stock $14,000—$12,000 of which was actually paid in. The office was

at 91, now 291 East Water. Officers, Henry Williams, president, Chas.

H. Larkin, secretary. Directors, H. Williams, Alex. Mitchell, John
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Burnham, Joseph Gary, D. Fishback, Chas. C. Dewey, and Chas. A.

Hastings. This road was buih by Chas. Hart and is in use to-day,

the property of Daniel Wells, Jr. The moving spirit in this enter-

prise was the late Elisha Eldred.

The Madison, Watertown and Milwaukee Plank Road Company
was first chartered in 1846, amended in 1848. Actual capital,

$90,000. Forty-five miles of this road were actually built and upon
which tolls were collected. The office was in Joshua Hathaway's

Building, southeast corner of Main and Mason Streets. Officers

were Elisha Eldred, president, Joshua Hathaway, secretary, Alex.

Mitchell, treasurer. Directors, Elisha Eldred, Eliphalet Cramer,

Hans Crocker, Harvey Birchard, John S. Rockwell, John Richards,

and Joshua Hathaway. This road is defunct.

The officers of the Milwaukee and Green Bay Road were Daniel

Richards, president, Richard Carlisle, secretary and treasurer. Nine

miles of this road were put under contract, to be finished in 1852.

All of these roads, with the exception of the Janesville and

Waukesha, before mentioned, are things of the past.

CowHiDiNG A Local.

The local of the Free Democrat was cowhided on Wisconsin

Street for making too free with the names of certain parties, thus

initiating the young pencil pusher into an organization in which a

certain New York editor had already taken nine degrees. It did the

young bantam lots of good and cured him effectually of the swell-

head, a disease quite prevalent in those days among the local frater-

nity.

Editorial Squibs.

In the Wisconsin of January 13th, we find the following editorial

squib in reference to a mistake said to have been made by the

Sentijielxw their review of the Rev. John J. Miter's lecture before

the Young Men's Christian Association, which as the Wisconsin

claims contained a gross misrepresentation as to tlie history of

Balaam's ass :

Mr. Editor : The editor of tlie Sentinel in his review of the Rev. J. J.

Miter's lecture for the Young Men's Association, says (or makes Mr. Miter say)

that Samuel was the father of Saul. Now it would be gratifying to know how that
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knowledge was obtained, whether by clairvoyance or by spiritual rappings, as the

Bible tells quite a different story. In that book the first we learn of Samuel is

that he was the son of Kish, and was sent to seek his father's asses, and from the

developments recently made in reporting this lecture one would be likely to con-

clude that some of that class of long eared animals were still at large.

, -'SuR-oc."

Taxation.

There was an article in the Wisconsin of February 4th, upon tax-

ation in which the writer goes for Sherman M. Booth with a sharp

stick for some measure he had advocated in the Free Democrat, upon

that ever perplexing subject to the early Milwaukeans. It does not

bother the Websterian mathametician of the present day to raise a tax.

At least it will not, if they succeed in their endeavors to have the

limit to what they require removed, all they will have to do then will

be to vote what they want without any figuring.

Improvements.

E. Schumacker had a locksmith shop at 245 East Water (old num-

ber) this year. Mr. Schun:iacker is yet with us ; he has been in busi-

ness for many years in Milwaukee and at Port Washington, where

he erected a large foundry in company with Wm. Johnson, but not

proving a success, has been abandoned and the partnership dis-

solved.

Repudiated.

The disposition shown by certain members of the council to re-

fuse to pay Judge Miller for drafting the new charter drawn by him

at the request of several of the members resulted in a lengthy report

from a committee consisting of Jas. H. Rogers, Ed. D. Holton and

W. P. Lynde, which as a rejoinder to the recalcitrants was a

scorcher. It was a very able report. The judge had ixiade no charge

but was subsequently paid $200. See proceedings of the common
council of February i, 185 1.

The Clay Club.

A Clay club way organized in 185 1, February 5th, at Belden's

Old Home saloon, No. i Spring Street, Jonathan E. Arnold, presi-

dent, John P. McGregor, William A. Walters, Clark S. Ross, (of

Cowles & Ross) Samuel Chandler, S. W. Hall and Wm. A. Prentiss,
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vice presidents, Jas. B. Kellogg, secretary. This club, however, was

short lived.

K. O. C, was the mystic heading of an organization known as

Mizpah Lodge, who held their meetings Monday evening.

John C. Starkweather, grand sultan; Chas. H. Hurd, grand

caliph (or calf, I don't know which) R. H. Smith, grand scribe. It

was political in part.

Anti-Land Meeting.

A mass meeting was held in Gardiner's Hall in February, 1851,

under a call signed by over 200 persons, for the purpose of defeat-

ing the bill offered by Wm. K. Wilson, which bill provided that no

person should own more than two lots in any village, or 320 acres

of land, in the country, (see Milwaukee Sentinel of February ist

and 15th). A meetmg was also held at Johnson's Hall on the 17th,

by the Irish, at which they anathematized Mr. Wilson and his little

bill in true Celtic style. It was a bad day for Wm. K. Wilson,

politically, and " kilt" him as a statesman intirely. Among the dif-

ferent writers who opened fire upon Mr. Wilson and his bill, was

one who signed himself " One-of-'Em," and from the way he slung

ink, I think he must have been five or six of 'em. This gentleman

wielded a sarcastic pen and cut Mr. Wilson up badly. It read like

Dr. Jas. Johnson. As an illustration of how the people looked upon

Mr. Wilson's Lycurgean scheme, I will insert the following, taken

from the Sentinel and Gazette of February 1 7th, in relation to that

and other legislative foolishness :

Legislative Tom Foolery.

Ever since the election of senator, our lawmakers at Madison have been on a

regular train. It seems quite impossible for them to sober down to the business

of legislation. Their first frolic was to convert the assembly chamber into a lodge

room for the Oriental, Evanic Order of One Thousand and One. Next came the

annual monkey show of the sovereigns and their governor, which was redeemed

on this occasion, by a clever and caustic political homily from the mock executive.

And now, to play out the play, the assembly have passed Mr. Wilson's land limi-

tation bill. Here is the vote by which this comical specimen of legislation was

ordered to a reading; the names of the members from this county in italics :

Yeas—Messrs. Barnett, Bjornsen, Bradley, Cavney, Cole, Cone, Dick, Hasten,

Everly, Eastabrook, Gifford, Groot, Hale, Hemenway, Hurlburt, Jenkins, ]\x\\^x%,

Kinney, Lessey, Lowth, Malmros, Murphy, Muzzy, Price, Ray, Seaver, Snover,
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Stock, Tinker, Toll, Tompkins, Tregaskis, Utley, Van Viiet, Vincent, Whitton

and Wilson—39.

Nays—Messrs. Biddlecome, I3ird, Boyce, Briggs, Chase, Clothier, French,

Fuller, H. Johnson, J. B. Johnson, Moore, Oslioi'tie, Perkins, Rogan, Smith,

Spooner, Wmg, Waldo and Horn, Speaker— 19.

Mr. Doran and Mr. Walker were absent upon this vote; but in regard to the

position of the latter, the following incident in the debate furnishes some light:

Mr. Horn moved that the commitlee rise, report progress and ask leave to sit

again. He did this because his friend from Milwaukee (Mr. Walker) who owned

about three hundred city lots, was absent, and he thought that Mr. Walker should

have an opportunity to appear, and show cause, if any, why he should not be con-

demned for owning so many city lots.

Mr. Jenkins remarked that Mr. Walker well knew that this bill was coming up

at this time and did not intend to oppose. He thought that Mr. W. was pledged

to favor its passage.

Mr. Horn withdrew his motion.

We don't so understand Col. Walker's position but perhaps, for fun's sake, he

v/ent in with the rest to put the bill through.

It is greatly to be regretted, we think, that the x\ssembly did not go the whole

hog and pass the bill just as Mr. Wilson presented it. They deemed it necessary,

it seems, to amend the bill by raising the hmit to 640 acres and four city or village

lots, and by striking out the seventh section, (the most comely feature of the act,)

which applies the screws to every man who should have the audacity to own more

property than the bill allowed. This came very near spoiling the sport, as well as

the bill. A whole section is altogether too much land for one man to own, and as

to four city lots, that 's sheer extravagance. At this rate, the lots in Milwaukee

won't begin to divide up, and some of us, who are now in happy expectation of

getting a lot for nothing, under Mr. Wilson's clever Land-Press, will have to con-

tent ourselves with wishing "we may get it." We hope the Senate will amend

by reducing the limit to 80 acres and one city lot.

The best part of the joke, after all, is, that our simple friend, Mr. Wilson, sup-

posed the Assembly to be in earnest, and delivered himself, after considerable

effort and preparation, of the following profound argument in support of his bill:

Mr. Wilson said it was well known to his colleague, (Mr. Chase,) that resolu-

tions in fevor of such a measure had been passed by the ward, town, county,

congressional and state conventions. It was a prominent doctrine of the demo-

cratic party, and even the whigs were squinting strongly towards it—with the

exception of, perhaps, the Sentmel, which it was well known was controlled

entirely by monied power and capitalists. If that paper was in favor of the bill,

he then should suspect that there was something wrong in it. Before this day

week he could present petitions signed by hundreds of the most prominent citizens

of Milwaukee.

Sagacious Mr. Wilson! Such a light ought not to be hid under a bushel. Since
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the gas contract has fallen through, we suggest that Mr. Wilson be incorporated

to illuminate the city instead. He could do it, and not half try. To be sure it

would be a "monopoly," but then we would get gas so very cheap. We com-

mend the proposition to the Madison jokers.

Two speeches were also made upon tliis subject by Mr. liiddle-

cumb, of Grant County, and Hon. Horace Chase, of Milwaukee,

that were able and right to the point, but as they both belong more

properly to a state history than a local one, I shall omit them and

only say that they gave good and sufficient reason why this ridicu-

lous bill should not pass, but as both sides are endded to a hearing

I will insert the foUowmg resolutions passed at the meeting held

February 19th, which speak for themselves, and show that Mr. Wil-

son was not entirely alone in his insane attempts to get his bill

passed

:

The "1'rogressive" Resolutions.

The following are the resolutions reported to the meeting on Wednesday night,

by a committee consisting of S. M. Booth, James Cammack, E. McKeeby, J.

Paisley, and J. H. Paine. Though repudiated by the majority at the meeting,

they doubtless speak the sentiments of the minority, and we therefore place them

on record :

1. J?esolved, Thai n.\[ n\en have an inalienable right to life, liberty, aiul the

pursuit of happiness.

2. Resolved, That the right to life necessarily implies the right to the means

of a livelihood, and as men cannot live without food or shelter, or secure food

without access to the earth, or a home without a spot of earth to build on, their

right to the earth is as sacred as their right to live, and their need of it as imper.

ative as their need of food, clothing and homes.

3. Resolved, That the earth being the common inheritance of all men, the

right of one man to such a portion of it as may be necessary to the support of

himself and family is as sacred as the right ol another, and to deny this right is to

deny the right of life itself.

4. Resolved, That no men or class of men, nor combination of men, corpor-

ate or legislative, have a right to -withhold from any man his proper shoie of this

common inheritance.

5. Resolved, That the history of all nations has shown tliat the inevitable ten-

dency of a free monopoly of the soil is to concentrate the lands of the many into

the hands of a few, and that the evil results of land monopoly are strongly felt in

this city and throughout the state.

6. Resolved, That to preserve to each man the right to his inheritance in the

soil, it is essential that a limit should be set to the amount of land wiiich any one

may acquire and possess.
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7. Resolved, That the cardinal pruiciples of land reform are homestead exemp-

tions, free farms, on condition of occupancy and improvementj and land limit-

ation.

8. Resolved, That it is absurd to limit purchasers in the acquisition of public

and state lands, and to allow them to monopolize, without limit, the possession of

private lands.

9. Resolved, That the land limitation bill now before the legislature, limiting

the future acquisition of land for each individual to 640 acres of farming land, or

four city or village lots, of one acre each, but allowing each landholder to retain

for life, all lands now in his possession, violates no law, and no vested rights, is

liberal in its provisions, humane and just in principle, and ought to become the

law of the state.

10. Resolved, That the meeting recently gotten up in this city, by capitalist,

landholders and their attorney, to condemn this bill, did not represent the sen-

timents of the people of this city, and that we respectfully request our represen-

tatives, as they regard the wishes and interest of this people, TO Vote for the

BILL.

11. Resolved, That whether we succeed or fail at this session of the legislature,

we pledge ourselves heartily to the doctrines of land reform, and we will never

cease our efforts till land limitation becomes the law of this state.

Formal Opening of the Milwaukee and Mississippi Railroad

to Waukesha.

The formal opening of the Milwaukee & Mississippi railroad to

Waukesha, was celebrated February 25th, 185 1, at which time a

public dinner was given by the citizens of that city, the proceed-

ings of which are herewith given. The writer was present at this

banquet. Speeches were made by A. W. Randall, Mayor Upham,

Rev. Mr. Mathews, Mr. Goodrich of Milton, Jas. S. Brown, Major

Rufus Cheney of Whitewater, Ed. D. Holton, and others, it was a

proud day for Milwaukee.

Programme.

For the occasion of opening the railroad to Waukesha, on Tuesday the 25th inst.

The cars will leave the depot at Milwaukee, at 10 o'clock A. M. precisely. Fare for

each passenger out and returning $1.50. All passengers by the train will receive

a dinner tickets free of charge. Hess's band will accovnpany the train. Dinner will

be served in the company's new and spacious car house, under the direction of

the committee of arrangements, at i o'clock P. M. precisely. After the removal of

the cloth, addresses will be made.

Among those who will address the company, it is expected will be Judge Hub-

bell, Mayor Upham, and Gov. Tallmadge.
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Ladies are expected to participate in the festivities of the occasion.

The return train will leave Waukesha at 4 o'clock p, m. precisely.

Officers of the Day.

Byron Kilbourn, President.

Joseph Turner, Waukesha ; Vice President.

Rufus King, Milwaukee

;

" "
,

Joseph Goodrich, Milton ;
" "

Hans Crocker, Milwaukee ; " "

S. B. Grant, Milwaukee " "

Rufus Cheney, Whitewater ; " "

Committee of Arrangements.

J. P. Story. W. D. Bacon.

Isaac Lane. . G. Smith.

L. PL Barstow. Wm. Smith.

O. M. Hubbard.

An evening train will leave at 6 o'clock p. m. to take out those who wish to

participate in the festivities in the evening.

Fare for single gentlemen the usual fare. For a gentleman and lady, out and

back, two dollars.

E. D. HoLTON, Superintendent.

Illegal Voting.

James McAboy, an Irish lawyer, was arraigned before Judge

Hubbell for illegal voting, and let off upon the plea of ignorance of

the law. James was a gay laddie, but more of this hereafter.

Broke In.

A man named Alfred Russell, while attempting to cross the river

on the ice, March loth, opposite the Eagle Fcw.indry, foot of Cedar

Street, broke through and was rescued with much difficulty by the

firemen, which were called out for that purpose. *

Importing a Post Master.

Jas. D. Merrill was imported from Buffalo for a post master, and

entered upon his duties April ist.

The old corner store goes April 5th.

Off She Gues.

The Old Corner Store was fairly launched from the ways, yesterday morning,

and is now prosecuting its journey up East Water Street. This building is one

of the oldest in our city, having been erected in the fall of 1S35, very nearly upon

41
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the site of Solomon Juneau's original shanty, and being then regarded as a

triumph of art and enterprise. 'J he vacant site is to be occupied by a handsome

brick block, while the old corner store itself is to grace a lot a few blocks farther

north.

Nationality.

Out of a population of 4,872 in the Second Ward, in 1851, 2,715

were born in Germany, Austria and Switzerland, 424 in England,

272 in other European states, 208 in Holland, 1,471 Americans, of

which 775 were born in Wisconsin.

Navigation opened between Milwaukee and Chicago, February

26th. Ice commenced to move March 12th, and the river was

clear on the 13th.

Creating a Nuisance.

There were such a quantity of fish (suckers) caught in a hole* on

the Menomonee marsh this spring where they died, as to create a

nuisance.

Weather.

March was a beautiful month this year, more like May than

March.

The Leahy Riot.

We come now to an episode in the history that brought a stigma

upon us for a long time. I mean the disturbance known as the

Leahy Riot, and as it was by far the most disgraceful affair that ever

occurred in Milwaukee, and one which every American whether

native or foreign born, would do well to remember, I have con-

cluded to insert jt here as a part of the history proper. It is taken

partly from the Sent'mel and Gazette of April 8, 1851, and partly

from memory. This disgraceful affair grew out of the attempt of

Rev. E. Leahy, styling himself a Monk of La Trappe, who had re-

nounced Romanism, to deliver a series of lectures upon the sins of

the Catholic church in one of which it was expected some awful dis-

closures would be made on the subject of the confessional. This

particular lecture, however, was to have been delivered on Monday

*Suckers are often caught in a hole (/. e.') rum holes to-day, neither is it neces-

sary for them to die in order to become a nuisance.
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evening and then (as the notice stated) to male advilts only, when

it was apprehended that perhaps there might be some disturbance,

but as he was simply going to preach a regular sermon on that Sun-

day evening no trouble was anticipated, consequently the Methodist

Church, (old Spring Street) northwest corner of Spring and West

Water was filled at the usual time, a large number of whom were

women and children. The services were opened by the reverend

gentleman in the usual manner, during which no noise or disturb-

ance of any kind occurred, but when he commenced his discourse,

which was prefaced with a few remarks relating to the excitement

among the Catholics on account of his contemplated lecture on

Monday, stating among other things that his life had been threat-

ened that very day, voices were heard near the door to exclaim,

" That's right, kill hun !" upon which a tumult commenced that

lasted for over two hours, during which many were badly hurt in the

attempt to eject the rioters (all of whom were armed with clubs) and

several, mostly females, made their escape from the windows* which

were some 12 feet from the ground. At length an express was dis-

patched after the mayor, Hon. D. A. J. Upham, who soon appeared

upon the scene accompanied by Sheriff John White, when after a

promise from the former that if they (the rioters) who paid not the

sHghtest attention to the order requiring them to disperse, would

leave, that Mr. Leahy should also leave the city, and should not be

permitted to deliver his lecture. Upon which they withdrew, and

the object of their wrath was escorted to his lodgings at the U. S.

Hotel, under a strong guard headed by Sheriff White, followed by

rioters, who on finding themselves foiled in their murderous intent 1

closed the entertainment by hurling a volley of stones through the

windows of the hotel after which they dispersed. This outrage upon

free speech caused a feeUng ot the deepest indignation among the

*The writer assisted nine woman to escape by one of those windows, after which

he took his aged mother who had she supposed that there was going to be any

trouble, or any disclosures made not fit for any one to hear, would certainly not

have gone there, and passed out at the door.

fThey no doubt hoped to be able to get hold of and kill him, while on his way

to the hotel, which they had been prevented from doing by the resolute manner

in which he had been defended by Dr. Waldo W. Lake £tnd Geo. J. Fowler, at the

church (the doctor being, as they supposed, armed with a revolver,) but were also

foiled in this latter case.
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Protestants, and steps were at once taken to protect Mr. Leahy in

his attempt to lecture. A large crowd collected on the morning of

the seventh, in front of the post office and upon the street corners, ^and

a call was at once made for all who were in favor of law and order to

attend a mass meeting that afternoon (which was held at the church)

to give expression to their views upon this outrage. It is proper to

state that the following card signed by all the Catholic clergy and

some of the laity, appeared in the IVisconsin of the 7th, in which

as can be seen, they expressed their entire disapprobation of the

outrage

:

A Card.

We, the subscribers, clergy and laity of the Catholic Church in Milwaukee, hav-

ing observed with sincere sorrow and disapprobation, the riotous and outrageous

conduct of a few misguided Catholics, on Sunday night, at the Methodist Church,

in interrupting by violence the lecture of Mr. Leahy, the anti-Catholic lecturer,

by taking this means do express our unqualified condemnation and abhorrence of

the acts of these men, and we hereby pledge our best efforts for the support of

law and order in our midst, and engage that the injury to the property of our

Methodist brethren shall be made good to them.

J. M. Ives, Pastor of St. Peter's Church.
P. Bradley, .Assistant Pastor "

M. E. Smith, Pastor of St. Gall's Church.

J. Salzman, D. D. Pastor of St. Mary's.
Artur Urbanach, Assistant "

J. Tierman, Pastor of Oak Creek Church.
Joshua Hathaway,
Garrett Barry,
T. O'Brien,
James Johnson,
Jesse S. Hewitt,
M. Boddln,

1

John Eigner, I Trustees of St. Mary's.

J. Zander, j
D. G. Power, John Furlong,
R. Hackett, J. McManman,
Martin J. Burke, John White.

Milwaukee, April 7, 1851.

The Germans of St. Mary's church, Rev. Dr. Salzman, pastor, also

held a meeting on the 7th, at which August GreuHch was chairman,

and Michael Bodden secretary, and at which they passed the follow-

ing resolution :

Resolved, That we most earnestly disapprove of the occurrence at the Methodist

church on last evening, not only as citizens of this state, but also from the princi-

ples of our church, which does not believe in resort to arms as a defence, but
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which always takes part for good order and peace, and to which we are resolved

to adhere and therefore disapprove and condemn all disorderly and riotous pro-

ceedings.

A. Greulicii, chairman.
M. BoDDKN, secretary.

In commenting upor this affair the Sentuiel of the 8th had the

following from the pen of Rufus King

:

We have always been among the most liberal in our rehgious views, believing

that true virtue consists not in lorms or profession, but in tlie exercise of that

golden rule of scripture, in all the relations cf life. We believe that all sects and

denominations have their virtues and their excellencies, their vices and their faults.

We consider the proposed revelations of Mr. Leahy, addressed not to the moral

sense of the comunity, but to their most prurient and grossest passions We have

an unqualified contempt for all such measures, and all such men. But if the

city authorities condemn him on tlie ground of obscenity, they have the right, in a

legal way, to forbid his lecturing, but if on the ground of his religious views, they

have no right to prevent him. But the truth is that the rioters of last night as-

sailed him not on the ground of his obscenity, but because of his opposition to their

peculiar religious views. Should the lecture libel any individual, he can have

his legal redress, but such a proceeding as that of last evening arouses in the hearts

of all men of education and republicanism, a feeling of unmixed indignation, and

we trust that stringent measures will be taken to secure to all who may visit our

city, the liberty of opinion and speech guaranteed by the constitntion of the

United States and of Wisconsin. The ringleaders in this affair should be ferreted

out and visited with the utmost rigor of the law. The property and lives of our

citizens demand it. The fair name of the chief city of our state demands it, and the

outraged feelings of every free-born citizen demand that the constitution shall be

sustained.

This meeting at the church was organized by the appointment of

Dr. E. B. Wolcott, president; and Herbert Reed, secretary; when

after some remarks by Rev. Mr. Ives and Peter Yates, Esq., a com-

mittee consisting of Dr. Thomas Spencer, from the First ward
;
John

B. Vhet, from the Second ward"; Peter Yates, from the Third ward

;

Robert Harper, from the Fourth ward ; and Martin Delaney, from

the Fifth ward ; to report resohitions expressive of the sense of the

meeting at the disgraceful outrage that had been committed against

free speech in the person of Mr. Leahy.

During the absence of the committee, the meeting was addressed

by Myron H. Orton and James C. Paine Esq., whose fiery words

ahiiost drove those present to frenzy, particularly when informed
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by the pastor, Rev. Mr. Miller, that Mr. Leahy did not intend to

lecture against Romanism as was supposed, but simply to preach.

The committee reported the following resolutions, which, after be-

ing discussed by Messrs. Spencer, Holliday, McGarry, Fuller, Blos-

som and Messenger, were unanimously adopted :

Fesolved, That it is the right of every citizen of the United States to speak, or

spread his written thoughts before the community, responsible only to his country

or his God that they are both lawful and truthful.

Resolved, As the sense of this meeting, that while it by no means stoops to

indorse or applaud that sort of valor which points to the public discussion of an

excitable subject, in the midst of a sensible population, yet the liberty of speech is

one that must be maintained at all hazards.

Resolved, That it is the duty of the sheriff and other public officers to bring to

justice all such as were engaged in the riotous proceedings of last night.

Mr. Yates offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That in view of the disgraceful proceedings of last evening, it is

expedient, as a measure of precaution against the repetition of these scenes, that

the chairman of this meeting call to his aid a committee of loo prudent and dis-

creet men to protect Mr. Leahy, and all others disposed to speak to the public,

in the peaceful and free exercise of the glorious and never to be surrendered

liberty of speech.

Which, on motion of Levi Blossom, Esq., was amended so as to

read, " every citizen of Milwaukee," instead of " a commitee of loo."

Which was adopted.

On motion of Mr. A. J. Fuller, the following resolutions, after

being discussed by Messrs. HoUiday, Paine, McCullough, Booth,

Hunt, and Fuller, were unanimously adopted :

Resolved, That as American freemen we are the advocates of unlimited freedom

of speech, in the broadest sense, and to secure this right we are ready to stake our

sacred honor and our lives.

Resolved, That we invite the Rev. Mr. Leahy, in whose person this right has

been violated, to deliver such lectures and on such subjects as to him may appear

advisable, and we do hereby pledge him perfect safety in so doing, and guarantee

to him a fair hearing without molestation from any one.

Resolved, 'I'hat we, the citizens of Milwaukee, are determined to protect the

Rev. Mr. Leahy, or any other citizen of the United States who may be in our

city, in the free exercise of his religious and political rights as guaranteed to him

by the Constitution of the United States and of Wisconsin.
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The following resolution was then offered by Mr. Michael Mc-
Dermot:*

Resolved, That all the clergy and elders of this city be requested to meet on this

evening, to take into consideration whether or not the Rev. Mr. Leahy ought to

dehver his lecture on the confessional, as set forth in his notice.

Which was rejected by an overwhelming majority.

Geo. E. H. Day then offered the following, which was adopted:

Resolved, That we approve of the sentiments expressed in the card published

by the Catholic clergy and laity of this city, and of the remarks of the Rev. Mr.
Ives at this meeting.

A resolution was also offered requesting the common council to

make an appropriation to the Methodist Church sufficient to defray

the expense of repairing the same.t After which a committee con-

sisting of Herbert Reed, Leonard Kennedy, H. D. Garrison, and

John B. Vhet, were appointed to confer with Rev. Mr. Leahy, and

invite him to deliver his lecture in the Free Congregational Church

on Main Street, after which the meeting adjourned.

E. B. WOLCOTT, Chairvian.

Herbert Reed, Secretary.

Mr. Leahy's lecture was dehvered in the Free Church.

Mr. Leahy delivered his closing lecture yesterday afternoon. It was (juite a

tame performance. The church was about two-thirds full, and a considerable

crowd were assembled outside. By way of precaution, one hundred special con-

stables, and the whole fire department were stationed around the church, under

the order of Dr. E. B. Wolcott, and when the lecture was over they escorted Mr.

Leahy to his lodgings. Not the slightest disturbance occurred, and the only

unusual noise heard was the repeated cheers given for Dr. Wolcott, law and

order, the firemen of Milwaukee, and other popular pe rsonages, at the close of

the exercises. Mr. Leahy leaves us this morning, and with him, we hope, all

cause of disquiet and unkindness will disappear from our midst.

This ended his career in our city. That he was a crank, there can

* Mr. McDermot was one of the four rioters, who were afterward arrested and
tried before Judge Hubbell, as will be seen further on.

f In discussing this affair, when a claim for damages was presented to the com-

mon council, May lo, 185 1, Alderman McGarry said that the claim ought not to

be allowed, as that Mr. Leahy was known to be a dangerous character, and left

blood in his track wherever he had been, and if the Methodist Church opened

their doors to such a man and got damaged in consequence, they ought not to

come here for payment. The claim was not allowed at that time, but was subse-

quently paid.
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be no doubt, his subseciuent career in this state fully proves, as he

afterwards got into the penitentiary for the crime of manslaughter.

He returned, I believe, to the bosom of the church he was at that

time so anxious to destroy, and died in the faith.

The writer was present at this meeting in the Free Church, and

will never forget the reply of Sheriff John White when asked why he

or the Catholic Church objected to Mr. Leahy's lecturing, as this

was a free country. It, the reply, was composed principally of

adjectives altogether too strong for print, and will have to be handed

down to posterity, if at all, by tradition.

If the writer of this had previous to that, ever entertained ciny

doubts in regard to Sheriff John White's piety, they were all re-

moved by that reply. It established his orthodoxy beyond a ques-

tion, and if St. Peter, or whoever has the charge of the seating in the

next world, fails to give Sheriff John White one of the highest, then

in the opinion of the writer^ great injustice will have been done a

very worthy man and Christian.

Taxation.

As an illustration of the manner in which the city taxes were levied

and collected from 1849 to the adoption of the new charter, I have

inserted the following taken from the Wiscofism of May 2, 185 1 :

We have been sliown, says the editor, a receipt for taxes paid for the year 1849,

on lots 16 and 17, in block 34, Third Ward. The amount paid on lot 16 was

$149.02, and on 17, $83.97. '^l'^ taxes levied and claimed to be due for 1850, on

lot 17, (after deducting $83.97, together with $5.47 for interest paid in 1849) was

$123.62, while r.Dihing is levied nor any deduction made for the $149.02 paid in

1849 on lot 16. There is also a charge against lots 15 and 17 in the same block,

for sidewalks $38.92 on lot 15 and $30.24 on lot 17, no sidewalks ever having

been known to the owner to have been either made, or ordered to be made. Lots

14, 15, 16 and 17 are all fronting on the same street, and no sidewalks charged

against 14 and 16, or any made. We are informed that there are other instances

of a similar kind. Why this is so we are unable to determine, but that there is

some gross error cannot be doubted.

Here is Another.

To the Tax Payers oj the Third Ward

:

I am informed by one of the aldermen of that ward that there are no less than

$12,000 of special orders at present outstanding, and in the hands of some per-
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sons, for abating nuisances and other special purposes in that ward, and that the

whole of this work has been certified to by a certain engineer in this city without

the first particle of clay having been put on the lots so declared as nuisances. The
owners of the nuisance lots find that the lots were never filled, but that a certain

public engineer certified that they were filled and permitted cerlain individuals to

draw orders to the amount of Sii2,ooo for work which they never performed.

Comment upon such barefaced plunder is unnecessary. If required the writer of

this article will furnish the name of the alderman, and no doubt the truth of the

statenrent can be fully substantiated.

Third Ward Taxpayer.
Milwaukee, May 2, 1851.

This is but one of a thousand ways in which the people were plun-

dered in those days. But a man that will spend $1000 to be elected

must get it back in some way. The same foolish law is, however, in

force to-day (viz :) no pay to our aldermen.

A lengthy as well as a windy discussion followed that letter of

"Third ward Tax Payer," in which Alderman McGarry and John

B. Vliet,* crossed blades, much too lengthy, however, as well as not

entirely appropriate for a full insertion here. It is sufficient to say

that it, like all discussions of the kind, left the matter when the battle

was over, in the same crude state as before. They both wasted lots

of ink but won no laurels. The taxes were there and had to be

paid. The Third ward has cost more in proportion to its real worth

than any other ward in the city.

A Ducking.

Two prominent gentlemen of the common council having an

errand up the Menomonee, and thinking that more pleasure could

be found in traveHng by water than by land, unmoored a little skiff ly-

ing at their warehouse and started.

The first one got in all right, but the other who will be called No.

2, (although he would hardly have graded that) having a disre-

gard of the laws of equilibrium, was not as successful, and the result

was that both disappeared in the murky depths of the raging Mil-

waukee. The damage was a new suit of clothes, a Silkman hat, a

Jenny Linder each, and a gain of no little experience in managing a

canoe.

* Who was then city engineer and who supposed he was the engineer meant,

although it turned out that he was not.

42
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Municipal.

The Wiscojisifi of March 1 5th has the following in reference to

the city finances.

Primary Meetings.

We publish a call for the primary meeting in every ward in the city and we

cannot be too urgent in recommending to the laboring class (nearly all o( whom are

Democrats) to attend these meetings and see that such men, and suck only are nom-

inated, as will not only promise but will carry out real reform, for unless some

check IS put upon the present order system, the city will soon be engulphed in

hopeless bankruptcy. Reform must be commenced now ; another year it will be

too late.

It all ended in wind, the same old crowd held the fort another

year, or at least of the same stripe.

Mayor—George H. Walker.

City Treasurer—Lucas Seaver.

City Attorney—Henry L. Palmer.

City Marshal—William Weaemeyer.

City Clerk—Alfred Johnson.

Police Justice—Clinton Walworth.

Board of Aldermen.

First ward—James Johnson, Francis J. Jung, Samuel S. Daggett.

Second ward—Leander Comstock, Francis Randall, Jacob Bierberich.

Third ward—Andrew McCormick, Joseph H. Cordes, Edwai'd Hackett.

Fourth ward—John Plankinton, Samuel C. West, John H. Tesch.

Fifth ward—Richard M. Sweet, Edward Wunderly, Geo. G. Dousman.

Committees of the Board.

Finance committee— Daggelt, Comstock, Cordes.

Judiciary committee—Randall, Wunderly, West.

Committee on schools—Johnson, Wunderly, Jung,

Committee on police—Sweet, Hackett, Tesch.

Committee on fire department—Comstock, Sweet, Daggett.

Printing committee—Dousman, Tesch, Randall.

Committee on licenses—Jung, McCormick, Dousman.

Almshouse committee—Johnson, Comstock, Cordes, West, Randall.

Bridge committee—Plankinton, Dousman, Hackett, Jung, Bierberich.

Ward Officers.

Assessors.

First ward—Eliphalet Cramer, E. B. Dickerman, Mathias Stein.

Second ward—David Knab, C. Pfeiffer, Thos. Drew,
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Third ward— Richard G. Owens, William A. Prentiss, Charles Lee.

Fourth ward—John Fishbacl:, Priam B. Hill, John E. Force.

Fifth ward—Michael Page, Henry Shew, Stoddard H. Martin.

Justices of the Peace.

First ward—C. Walworth.

Second ward—C. F. Bode.

Third ward—J. L. Doran.

Fourth ward—H. Powers.

Fifth ward—O. Parsons.

Constables.

First ward—August Seifert.

Second ward—C. A. Brockett.

Third ward—T. Shaughnessy.

Fourth ward—J. B. Win ton.

Fifth ward—W. G. Parsons.

Street Inspectors.

First ward—J. W. Duiilop.

Second ward Henry Supps.

Third ward—Patrick Guerin.

Fourth ward—J. McCafiferty.

Fifth ward—Isaac Stoddard.

School Commissioners.

First ward—Joshua Hathaway, Frederick Fralney, James Johnson.

Second ward—I. A. Lapham, Francis Huebschmann, Benjamin Church.

Third ward—John McManman, Rufus King, Edward McGarry.

Fourth ward—Edward D. Holton, James II. Rogers, Haven Powers.

Fifth ward—Daniel Wait, Charles H. Larkin, Jeremiah B. Zander.

Fire Depart.ment.

Chief Engineer—John S. Fillmore.

First Assistant—L. N. Dewey.

Second Assistant—Duncan C. Reed.

Third Assistant—D. N. Neiman.

Common Council.

The following formed a part of the proceedings of the session held

March 17th:

On motion of Alderman Jas. Kneeland, the Council proceeded to take up the

unfinished business of the previous session, when Alderman Nelson Ludinglon

called up the resolution (which had been offered at the previous meeting and laid

over under the rule) from the table, authorizing the city treasurer to receive in

payment of taxes all orders issued by the city indiscriminately, to pass which

required a two-thirds vote from each ward—defeated by the Second Ward.
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It appears from the proceedings, that in place of a majority vote

of all the wards being sufficient to pass a bill, that it required the

majority of each ward, voting separately by wards, so that one ward

could defeat a measure if they wished. (/. e.) They could prevent it

from becoming a law in their ward.

This action of the council was brought about by the Wisconsin,

which had taken them to task in a strong article a short time previous,

condemning the course of the council in issuing orders and then refus-

ing to take them for taxes. It called them anything but honest men.

There was more truth than poetry in what the Wisconsin stated,

for a city that will issue orders with no provisions for paying them,

and then refuse to take them in payment for taxes, was not only un-

business-Hke, but dishonest, as well as mean. But they did it.

It was all fixed, however, May 15, by Alderman Johnson's

report as chairman of the select committee appointed to settle this

question, and Alderman Lynde's resolution, which provided that the

city treasurer should receive all orders drawn against the several

funds (except the special fund) in payment of taxes due in said

wards. Adopted May 15, 1851.

There was also raised at this meeting for ward purposes, as follows

:

I St Ward, $6,227.00; 2d Ward, $2,646,00; 3d Ward, $6,719,00;

4th Ward, $3,682 ;
5th Ward, $1,979.00.

This was one of the best sessions held for a long time, the mem-

bers all being on their good behavior. No clash of arms that night.

Salaries.

The salaries of the city officials for 1851 were fixed as follows:

City clerk, $700.00; city marshal, $300.00, and 3 per cent, on all

moneys by him collected; police justice, $400.00; street inspector

—

4th Ward, $100.00, and $1.00 per day for each man employed;

I St Ward, $250.00, and $1.00 per day for each man employed;

3d Ward, $365.00, and no fees; 5th Ward, same; 2d Ward, $roo,

and $1.00 fee. How does that compare with to-day ?

Complaints.

There was much complaint this year, in May, about the way the

grading was done, particularly on Division Street. Some one, in

commenting upon it, intimates that Bishop Henni was getting his lots

filled at the expense of the city.
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It will be remembered, he says, that this work was commenced to drain the

marsh lots on the blocks bounded by Jackson, Jefferson, Martin and Division

Streets. Now, I should like to know, he continues, why the lots in question were

not filled up at the expense of their owners, the same as other lots are, or has the

work been commenced in order to give labor to some fifty hands to keep the

water from running into the Bishop's garden-.?* If his lots are too low, why does

he not fill them up, as others are compelled to do ? I am told that $300 has been

expended there already.

Enquirer.

David Ross Murdered.

David Ross murdered April 14th, by Wm. Radclifte. This was a

cold blooded, deliberately planned murder, committed for the paltry

sum of $600 in gold. The victim of this atrocious crime was kept

in sight for several days prior to its commitment. No trial in the

country ever caused more excitement, and although the jury, for

some cause best known to themselves, cleared the monster, yet

no one, including his counsel A. D. Smith and J. E. Arnold, had any

doubt of his guilt, and they would probably have preferred to have seen

him convicted. He confessed the crime shortly before his death, a few

years later, at some town in Iowa. He was a Welshman and a man

whom most people would shun at first sight. The trial lasted 12 days

and was held in Gardiner's Hall. See the following in relation to

him :

William B. Radcliffe in Town.

Radchffe, who was tried in 1852 for the murder of Ross, and acquitted, then

tried and convicted in company with Thompson, at the same term of court for

burglary and larceny in Bradley & Metcalf's store, was brought to this city yes-

terday, under arrest, by Sherift Conover, on a capias.

There are two indictments against Radcliffe, one for highway robbery, the

other for larceny. His sentence for burglary, three years, he has served out, but

kept hanging around Waupun till arrested yesterday.

The Gullen Murder.

This cruel.deed (the result of a drunken brawl) occurred in the

Third Ward on the sixteenth of July, 1851. The victim visited the

house of one of the defendants, Patrick McDonald—as some thought

at the time to renew an intimacy with McDonald's wife, but of this

nothing definite is known. They werejoined by Jas. Connaughty, and

* The old place on Jefferson Street, between Biddle and Martin.
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the three went in to make a night of it. The result was, of course,

a quarrel ending in Gullen's being beaten to death, after which his

body was thrown in the river, from whence it was taken a few days

later.

A coroner's jury (of which the writer was one) was summoned,

who after a somewhat lengthy sitting fixed the crime upon Patrick

and Mary McDonald and Jas. Connaughty, who were arrested and

held for trial, previous to which, however, Mrs. McDonald was re-

leased on a habeas corpus issued by Judge H. N. Wells, and at once

left for Canada.

McDonald and Connaughty were tried before Judge Levi Hubbell

at the May term, in 1852, convicted and sentenced to be hung De-

cember 15th. A new trial, however, was granted (the prisoners in

the mean time having been taken to Waupun) pending which Mc-

Donald was released on a habeas corpus issued by the judge of

Dodge County, and was not long in joining his wife in Canada.

Connaughty's second trial resulted in a ten years sentence at Waupun,

from where he was subsequently pardoned. Thus ended this farce

called a trial. A more cruel murder was never perpetrated, neither

was there any doubt m the mind of any one who heard the testi-

mony as to their guilt, but as usual the sympathy was all on the side

of the murderers, and not of the murdered. The writer will not for-

get the interest manifested by certain parties during the examination

of the witnesses before the coroner's jury. McDonald was a hard-

looking citizen, and Mrs. McDonald was one of the most repulsive

looking women the writer remembers to have ever seen belonging to

the white race. Connaughty was the best looking of the trio. This

and the Ross murder occurring the same year and the murderers in

both cases escaping the penalty of their crimes through the meshes

of the law, caused many of our best citizens to feel almost willing to

have Judge Lynch open his court for a few days and clear the

docket, but the excitement finally died away and the injustice done

to the outraged law was soon forgotten. But as sure as the sun

shines, this morbid sentiment of tenderness on the part of the masses

towards the criminals, will culmmate some day in a fearful outbreak,

unless those appointed to execute the law will do so regardless of

nationality, reUgion, politics or previous condition of servitude.
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Charter Election.

The following is the vote upon the new charter (spoken of in pre-

vious chapter) May 20, 185 1.

For. Against. Total.

^'•"^'7^'^'^-- 341 3^7 678
Second ward 124 jj^j 654
Third ward 14, 2S4 425
Fourth ward

g^ j^^ 230
Fifth ward 49 ,5^4 233

750 1570 2220Total. — /J"
750

Majority against 820

This was followed by a proclamation from the mayor on the 26th.

declaring it adopted in the Seond and Fifth wards and rejected in

the First, Third and Fourth wards.

Upon the rejection of the charter May 20th, the matter rested

until the session of the council, July loth, when on motion of Aid.

Jas. Johnson, it was again brought up, and a resolution adopted for

each ward to appoint delegates to a city convention to frame a new

one, in accordance with which, special meetings were held in each

ward for that purpose on the first day of August, at which the fol-

lowing gentlemen were appointed as such delegates :

First ward—Lindsey Ward, Moritz Schceftier and Jas. S. Brown.

Second ward—F. Huebschmann, Riley N. Messenger, and August Greulich.

Third ward—Hans Crocker, W. W. Graham and Andrew McCormick.

Fourth ward— Haven Powers, C. H. Williams and Alex. Mitchell.

Fifth ward— Duncan C. Reed, Chas. H. Larkin and John Rosebeck.

These delegates met at the common council room, on the 4th,

and organized by the election of Hans Crocker, chairman ; and Haven

Powers, secretary; after which a committee consisting of H. Crocker,

F. Huebschmann, James S. Brown, Chas. H. Williams and D. C. Reed,

were appointed to draft a charter, after which they adjourned until

called together by the committee.

Special Tax.

The vote on the special tax bill, for the construction of streets,

alleys and sewers, passed by the legislature and ai)proved, March

15th, 1851, and submitted to the people was as follows:
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For. Against.

First ward 21 192

Second ward 385 217
Third ward 6 31

Fourth ward 124 175
Fifth ward 133 6

Sherburne S. Merrill.

This gentleman, who as a railroad superintendent and general

manager has made such a famous record, came, as did many others

who have made their mark in the great West, and through whose

energy and good judgmentJts vast resources have been so rapidly

developed, (particularly in the laying out and construction of those

" metallic arteries " which cover the land like a net,) from New

England, he having been born at Alexandria, Grafton County, New
Hampshire, July 28, 18 18. It was the intention of Mr. Merrill's

parents to make of him a farmer, but the drudgery, as well as the

monotony of that vocation had no charms for him, he was too am-

bitious for that, and at the early age of sixteen he left the paternal

roof and struck out for himself, with very indifferent success, how-

ever, (as far as reaching the objective point he had in view was con-

cerned,) until he landed in Milwaukee in the fall of 185 1,* and took

charge of a gravel train, used in the construction of the then Mil-

waukee & Waukesha Railroad, afterwards the Milwaukee & Missis-

sippi, and now the Prairie du Chien division of the Chicago, Mil-

waukee & St. Paul, his train being employed in tilling the present

Prairie du Chien yard, which was originally an impassible marsh.

It was then that he first struck the trail leading to the goal of which

he was in search, viz : wealth and position, as the zeal with which

he performed the duties of this, his first command, as well as others

with which he was intrusted during the winter of 1851-52, proved to

be the first step in the ladder whose top he was so anxious to reach.

Neither was he long in commencing the ascent, as the new engineer

and superintendent of this then " pioneer enterprise," the Hon.

Edward H. Brodhead,t was not long in discovering in Mr. Merrill,

* Not 1850, as the Chicago History has it.

f Mr. Brodhead took charge of the road in May, 1852, and remained in charge
until it reached Prairie du Chien in 1857, when he was elected president, and
William Jervis was made the superintendent, which position he held until the

appointment of Mr. Merrill in 1865.
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who at that time was in charge of a freight train, the germ of those

quaUties that, if developed, never fail to make of their possessor a

good executive man, and he was at once promoted to the passenger,

vice Edwin H. Bridgeman, removed.* This was in the fall of 1852,

from which to assistant superintendent was but a step, which he

reached in 1853, and which he held until the completion of the road

to the Mississippi, April 15, 1857.! He was now fairly upon his

feet, and such was his record that the position of superintendent of

the Milwaukee, Watertovvn & Baraboo Valley Railroad, now a part

of the La Crosse division of the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul,

then just getting into operation,^ was tendered him, and which

—

as the prospect of advancement on the Milwaukee & Mississippi

appeared somewhat doubtful, as well as the almost prospective cer-

tainty, on account of its financial embarrassment, of its passing

out of the control of its present proprietors—he accepted and re-

tained for a season, but the difficulty of procuring capital wherewith

to carry on the extension beyond Columbus, owmg to the crash of

1857, finally put a stop to the work, and in 1862 Mr. Merrill look

the position of superintendent on the " La Crosse," which had reached

the Mississippi in 1858, under general manager Edwin H. Goodrich,

where a want of appreciation, (although he labored hird to please,) on

the part of Mr. Goodrich, finally compelled him to resign, after

which he took charge of the Winona & St. Peters Railroad, now a

part of the Chicago & Northwestern, which he held up to 1865,

when the war of the " red and white roses," to use a metaphor, had

resulted in consolidating the La Crosse and Milwaukee and Missis-

* Edwin H. Bridgeman was tlie first conductor in the State, and ran upon this

road until the withdrawal of Mr. Kilbourn (who was his firm friend) from its

board of directors, A^hen as stated he was removed by Mr. Brodhead, after which

he went to the La Crosse as its first conductor, and where he remained untd his

death, which occurred October 16, 1859.

t'l'he first passenger train that reached the Mississippi was April 15, 1S57, on

which occasion there was a formal opening, and a big time generally.

X This road reached Oconomowoc December 15, 1854, and Watertown (Jclo-

ber I, 1855.
Ciian(;e ok Time.

On and after Monday, October loth, trains on the Milwaukee, Watertown &

Baraboo Valley Railroad, will run as follows : I'assenger irams leave Milwaukee

at 4:40 P, M., arrive at Milwaukee at 11:35 A. M.; freight leave Milwaukee at

7:00 A. M., arrive at 1:30 P. M. S. S. Mekrii.l, Superintendent.

43
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sippi under one board of directors, with Alex. Mitchell as president,

who at once placed Mr. Merrill in charge as general manager.*

Mr. Merrill had now, to use a western phrase, struck oil. He had

reached the place he long had sought, (viz:) a position as manager

in a corporatiou with whose executive head (the president) he could

harmonize and who appreciated his sterling qualities. The shackles,

so to speak, that he had worn up to this time, and the pressure of

which caused by the want of appreciation on the part of some, as

well as by the envy of others who were constantly seeking his down-

fall, had often been keenly felt, were now stricken from his limbs, it

was the hour of his triumph over all his foes, and from thence his

march has been onward and upward, until he stands to-day at the

head of one of the most powerful corporations in this country. And

as a railroad manager has no superior. Jay Gould or Wihiam H.

Vanderbilt not excepted. He is the right man in the right place.

Personal.

In person Mr. Merrill is in height above the average, being nearly,

if not fully, six feet, with a strong, muscular, well knit and well pro-

portioned frame, as erect as one of the pines upon his native hills,

and is a splendid representative of the best New England type. He

has a large head, a high forehead, indicating a brain above the aver-

age. He has clear cut features, face oval and full, a large, clear, ex-

pressive eye, a florid complexion, and taken as a whole, is as per-

fect a specimen of a man as can be found in the west. He is also

very athletic, has wonderful powers of endurance, an extremely

nervous temperament and a will that knows no such word as yield.

He has a strong, powerful voice, speaks quick and very emphatic,

(occasionally) his words coming out with a vim seldom heard in or-

dinary conversation, and although possessed of a goodly share of

what the world call temper, he never allows it to cause him to lose

sight of himself for a moment, or of the subject matter under con-

sideration. He is too cautious for that, and is always self-poised

even when angry. He walks quick, and when on the street alone

* Tradition has it that when the presidency was ofifered to Mr. Mitchell, that

he made its acceptance conditional that he be permitted to appoint his own general

manager, stating to the directors that the man whom he should appoint would be

S. S. Merrill.
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or traveling in a car, is usually in a study, very reticent and always

has sufficient dignity to prevent any attempt at a too close intimacy

by any one. He is affable and courteous, unless he has just been in-

terviewed by a reporter, but if you have any business with him

directly after that he will want you to state it, get through with it

and leave, as he will probably not be in a mood just then to waste

any time in idle conversation. He is a good judge of human nature,

reads a man quick, and if an employee, knows just where to place

hmi, and if that employee is faithful, will never desert or wrong him,

for although at times severe he is just always. He is generous to a

fault; neither is there another railroad corporation in the country for

whose general manager the employees entertain the respect, and you

may as well call it affection, as do those of the Chicago, Milwaukee

& St. Paul for S. S. Merrill, to a large number of whom he has been

a guiding star, and who owe all they have and are to the healthful

discipline they have received while under his firm hand.

The secret of Mr. Merrill's wonderful success is largely due to the

possession of those qualities, without which no man living could

ever run a system of railroads with any credit to himself or safety for

the pubhc, (viz:) large comprehensive powers, rapidity of thought,

quickness of decision ; and discipline, without these all would soon be

chaos. He is a good discipHnarian, and any laxity or disobedience

of orders on the part of any employee under him, will be pretty sure

to bring the offending head to the block, or if not that a reprimand

which the culprit will not soon forget or be very likely to merit a

repetition of, if he cares to retain his position. But notwithstanding

the rigidity with which he rules his large command, and the severity

that he sometimes exercises, he never condemns a man unheard.

But when once the fiat has gone forth, it is as a rule, final, as he will

retain no one in his employ who needs watching. His success has

been something truly wonderful, and his name will go down the page

of history as one of the most successful railroad men of the nine-

teenth century.

There is no lack of men in this country competent to fill the re-

sponsible position of general manager over the different lines of road

by which it is traversed, many of whom have already made a good

record. There are also many at present performing the duties of
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assistants who will doubtless yet take a high rank in the profession,

but out of ail this large official corps, the number that could be

selected who could fill his place, as he fills it, is comparatively very

small.

It is opportunity that developes men. It was opportunity that

developed Gen. Grant, W. T. Sherman and PhiHp H. Sheridan,

and it was opportunity that developed Sherburne S. Merrill.

Buildings.

Among the buildings erected this year, business and dwelling,

which are, with one exception, yet standing, were the Ludington

block, northwest corner of East Water and Wisconsin ] the Kirby

block, on N. E. cor. East Water and Wisconsin St.; Dr. Miner's build-

ing (the present First National bank). Judge Miller's block, northwest

corner of Wisconsm and Van Buren streets (now Mrs. Drake's board-

ing house,) W. P. Young's block, northeast corner of Wisconsin and

Broadway ; the Nazro buildmg and one by P. W. Badgley (now

occupied by Ball & Goodrich.)

Hackmen and draymen first licensed this year.

Hamlin & Allen, (Geo. B. HamHn) grocers, 312 East Water street.

Mr. Hamlin was from Buffalo, to which place he afterwards returned.

He built a frame dwelling on the northwest corner of Milwaukee

and Oneida streets, afterwards the Lansing Bonnell homestead, now

the residence of W. H. Wolf. He,also built the brick building on

Mason street, known as No. 94.

Rich.

A racy affair occurred in 1851, which we can't let slip with-

out mentioning. About 7 p. m., a gentleman was passing by a

house in the suburbs, when a dog came out and made hostile demon-

strations upon his underpinning, whereuppn he shot the stubborn whif-

fet. At this the Dutchman who owned the dog accompanied by his

vrow gave chase, overhauling him at the corner of Biddle and Milwau-

kee Streets, where the suddenly bereaved Teuton cried, " Scthop

!

scthop ! py tam you shoot mine tog," and was proceeding to whale

him when some passers by interfered, upon which the dog killer

seeing he was reinforced prepared to turn the tables and whip the

Dutchman, and at it they went, the Duchman's vrow, (who was
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along) being bottle holder. The fight was a very exciting one and

extended over two blocks, lasting some two hours. At length the

spectators (a large crowd of which had collected) got tired of fol-

lowing them round, left for home and the last seen of the belligerents,

they were in a back yard, on East Water Street, hard at it and tor all

the writer can say to the contrary are there yet. May the best man
win.

Land Slide.

A land slide occurred July nth, on the corner of Vliet and

Seventh, fiUing four lots north of Vliet. This part of the city was

known as the Mill Street hill. The cutting was very deep there.

A Crack at Booth.

In the Wisconsin of July 12th, we find the following. Some of

the ungenerate were always going for him in some way. This is a

cut at his beard :

Floating Free Soil.

A large amount of turf, long grass, reeds, etc., is brought by the liigh water

down the Menomonee River, and launched into the lake. As this is the only

chance he is lil<ely to get during the year to come, we would advise the conmiun-

ist editor of the Free Demncrat to estal)lish a squatter's claim upon some one of

the islands. Who knows—they might drift direct to Beaver Island, and thus re-

store the long lost Mormon to his bereaved spiritual wives and associates.

Belligerent.

There was a spicy correspondence between Michael McDermot

and A. V. Powers, two civil engineers, in which each tried to make

the other out to be an ass, and came very near doing it too.

The correspondence has been omitted, as being too lengthy as well

too windy for insertion here. It is sufficient to say that two dic-

tionaries and a Latin grammar were used up in tlie contest.

Grading.

Wisconsin Street was graded this year from Milwaukee to Jackson,

and Milwaukee, Jefferson and Jackson from Mason to Wisconsin, by

Jeramiah Healy (yet living). He paying 3>4 cents per yard for all

the earth.
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The corner stone of the German Lutheran Church, corner of

Division and Broadway, was laid this year, July 15th.

Political.

The sessions of the common council in 185 1 were often spirited,

to say the least, with Ed. McGarry, from the Third and Huebsch-

mann, from the Second, each like Taurus, at the sight of a red flag,

ready to fight every thing that came up. Hubeschmann, in par-

ticular, made its meetings anything but a place to enjoy a quiet even-

ing. The quarrels over the erection of a new bridge at Cherry

Street at the expense of the First and Third Wards, after which the

expense of keeping it up should be by general city tax, was a fire

brand, and the proposed city watch was another, the discussion

of which brought out the following squib, which explains itself The

number of night watchmen was finally fixed at 15, three for each

ward

:

Blind of One Eye,

The Couwiercial censures the two aldermen of the Fourth Ward, who voted

against the Watch Ordinance, but has nothing to say against the Third Ward

aldermen who defeated the Bridge Ordinance. If the Third Ward will do its

share towards keeping up the bridges, the Fourth will not be backward in main-

taining the city watch. All the wards have a common interest in both these

ordinances, and we trust that by the next session of the board, they will all con-

cur in their adoption.

The Judicial Contest.

The judicial contest this year, Hubbell vs. Finch, was signalized

by more bitter feeling than had ever been witnessed before at a

similar election since the city was founded.

Both the Wisconsin and Sentinel, during the months of July and

August, were filled with little else than the bitterest articles against

Hubbell and Finch, (particularly Hubbell,) under the different

noni-de-phnnes of Justice, Candor, Lex Talionis, Agricola, Vindex,

Philo-Justice, Mind That Now, Fair-Play, and others, in which the

disqualifications of both were made so plain, and their characters so

black, (if the writers were to be believed,) that the penitentiary, in

place of the Bench, would seem to be the proper place for both.

The principal complaint against Hubbell was on account of the

course he pursued in the selection of the jury at the trial of the
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four Irishmen, Edward McGarry, Michael McDermot, Michael

Walsh, and Daniel Kennedy, (which will be explained in a commu-
nication from Philo-Justice further on,) for assaulting the Methodist

Church the previous April, known as the Leahy Riot, and letting a

certain attorney (Jas. McAboy) oft^ from the penalty of illegal voting,

upon the plea of ignorance of the law, (which was true,) upon which

James arose to explain his position in an article in the Wisconsifi,

after which " Vindex " went for him, and the war of words went on,

hot and heavy, until both James and Hubbell got left, and the politi-

cal sky began to look a little brighter for Finch, when Booth, who
never could keep out of a muss, took a hand in, against McAboy,

to which the latter replied in the Wisconsin, of August 22, in his

usual dignified and classic style—for James McAboy was a gentle-

man of the " auld school "—and as his reply closed Booth out of the

ring, I will give it. He (McAboy) first, however, replied to Vindex

in a lengthy article, which Vindex answered in the Wisconsin, of the

25th, giving James some " nuts to crack," to which James replied on

the 27th, advising Vindex not to eat too many green vegetables,

particularly beans, as they were apt to i:)roduce wind, (James was

some on wind himself,) after which he closes his windy jjeroration

as follows

:

As for Booth, I will reply to him by relating the following incident:

"Last winter a poor Irishman was employed by Mr. Booth to chop wood, who

used to weep bitterly whenever he saw Mr. Booth come near him. This so

troubled Mr. Booth as to cause him to inquire why he wept. ' Oh, sor,' said the

poor fellow, ' I niver see you, sor, but I think of an auld he goat that I lost lasht

winter; he was the very picture of your hon3r, in fact, sor, one would almost

swear that you were twins.*

The article referred to, written by " Philo-Justice," was as follows:

Mr. Editor:

A correspondent of your paper, over the signature of "Justice," of Saturday

last, intimates that in the case of the prisoners charged with riot, committed at the

Methodist Church last spring, the jury were all Irishmen and Catholics, but two.

Though in everything else connected with this disgraceful proceeding he was

rigidly correct, in this statement be made a slight error.

* The point of this joke was, that up to that time, and for a long time after-

wards, Mr. Booth was the only man in the city who wore his beard at full length

as many do to-day.
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The facts are as follows: Judge Hubbell, to favor the four Irish defendants,

decided that the State could have four peremptory challenges, while the defend-

ants could have sixteen. The process of empaneling the jury went on, the State

had exhausted their four challenges, when, according to Hubbell's decision, the

prosecution must take the "panel" as it then stood. But the game had been

played too steep. The jury then stood ten Irish Catholics, ar.d tv/o Americans, or

one American and one German Protestant. Indignation and disgust were wit-

nessed in every countenance, even those most interested in the defense were

ashamed of the result of the foul farce. All but Judge Hubbell perceived that

the iniquity was detected, and when he was reminded that it would not do, that

the game was played too steep, he backed down a very little. Our Methodist fel-

low citizens, whose property had been destroyed, and whose sanctuary had been

violated, who liad taken their wives and children to their house of worship at the

usual time, and had seen a brutal band of desperadoes march through their aisles,

armed with bludgeons, saw at a glance that they had no chance of justice in the

court of Judge Hubbell, and desired to abandon the case. At this juncture, how-

ever, Hubbell graciously permitted the state to have four more challenges, and

the defence more than an equal number in addition, and by the strictest vigilance

the panel was a little modified, and a little only. On the trial and in the charge

ol the court every incident was seized upon to cast odium and ridicule upon the

Methodists, and Protestants in general. And the offenders against whom the

proof was clear, beyond a doubt, were let off without even a rebuke. They were

all Irishmen and Catholics. Levi Hubbell was a candidate for re-election, and

even one of the Catholic clergymen did not hesitate to ridicule the judge for at-

tempting to make Catholic votes in that way, and expressed his contempt for the

whole farce, and it was a sad commentary on justice.

Philo Justice.

Evetiing Wisconsin, September 15, 185 1.

This was the most thorough-going article of the whole series and

written in answer to one in the Wisconsin of the 13th, signed "Jus-

tice" and as has been seen corrected one or two mistakes made in

that article. The course of Judge Hubbell in this trial was, as

stated by "Philo Justice" a farce, and as for the jurors, I think it

will not be denied that during Judge Hubbell's first, and nearly up

to the close of his second term, that the jurors were composed, to a

large extent of professionals, and of which number the Third ward

never failed to furnish their full quota, neither was there any change

for the better until becoming sick of it himself he (Hubbell) finally,

so to speak, made a rush for them, teUing the sheriff" that if lie

placed any more such men on the jury he would fine him for con-
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tempt (at least such is the tradition) after which there was a change
for the better.*

Wanted to be a Route Agent.

The following ludicrous incident is said to have occurred on the

day that the judge promulgated this famous order.

One of those old timers, whose source of Hvelihood had been ma-

terially lessened by the judge's sudden change of base, came directly

to the office of the Daily News and inquired for Mr. Sharpstein, the

senior editor, and was informed by the urbane junior editor (the

late Joseph Lathrop) that he was not in, and to the incjuiry as to

what he wanted, received the following reply : "Well, you see sor,

that I have got a dacent living for a few years past, as a juryman,

and now I can sit on the jury no more, and I want Mr. Sharpstein

(then a prominent Democratic official) to get me the berth of a route

agent on the railroad." Can you read? said the astonished Joseph,

as he looked the applicant over ; "no sor." Can you write ? "no sor."

Well, then how in the devil do you expect to distribute the mail?

"Oh, that is all aisy enough," he replied, (in a tone of voice mtended

to express his contempt for Mr. L's. doubt as to his ability) "all

yees have to do is to pitch the letters from one box to the todder.

"

He had no doubt seen the mail distributed on the cars, and sup-

posed he could do that as well as any one. How is that for high ?

It is needless to say that he was not appointed.

Legislative.

The members sent to the legislature in 1851, from Milwaukee

were, to the senate : Duncan C. Reed, and Francis Hueb.schmann.

Assembly: Wm. K. Wilson, Chas. E. Jenkins, JohnL.Doran, Geo.

H. Walker, Enoch Chase, Tobias Osborn and Patrick Caverny.

There was great excitement about the kidnapping of a colored

boy named Geo. Wells, by some one unknown, who took him on the

Arctic to New Buffalo. He was, as flu as L know, never recovered.

Wm. A. J. Fuller retired from the Sentinel ]\Ay 28, 1851.

* The judge is said to have boasted that lie owed his second election to tliat \var<l.

Of the truth of the boast, however, I cannot say, but ihat he diil give the order to

the sheriff as stated above, I think there can be no doulH as the fdes of the Sen-

tinel, for that year certainly contained something very Hke it.

44
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Correction.

It was stated on page 208 that J. E.Cameron died in 1852. This

should have read 1850.

A meeting for blowing up the city dads for not building the bridge

at Division Street, was held at the Military Hall on Oneida Street,

and resulted in the passage of an ordinance, on the 28th, for such a

bridge to be, when built, a general city charge.

In contesting the erection of this bridge the Second Ward showed

how little they realized what Milwaukee was to be in the near future,

contending in their ignorance or selfishness (call it which you please)

that they, the citizens of the Second Ward, did not want bridges,

and that they considered them a nuisance, etc., and deteriorating to

the value of their property. What folly ! The meeting where this

resolution was passed was presided over by such men as Jas. H.

Phelps, J. Obermann, J. B. Selby, Chas. E. Jenkins, Riley N. Mes-

senger, Geo. Abert, A. Whitnall, Cicero Comstock and others. But

the meeting at the Military Hall, September 1st, settled all that,

and compelled the passage of the ordinance ofthe 28th, for that, as well

as the one at Oneida Street, and the bridge war was in fact ended.

Political.

A caucus was held September 5th, to choose delegates from the

First Ward to the state convention, upon which the Seiitinel has the

following, upon the result, from.which it was very evident that they

voted early if not often :

Heavy Failure.

The firm of Wilson, Volksfreund, Land Reform & Co., which has done an ex-

tensive business in the political jobbing line in the First Ward, during a year or

two past, failed for a large amount on Thursday evening. The fact transpired at

the Democratic caucus to choose a delegate to the state convention. The candi-

dates for this post were, William K. Wilson, chief of the Land Reformers, Ernest

Hertzberg, of the Volksfreund, and Henry K. White, anti-land reform. The

ward had been pretty thoroughly canvassed, for a day or two preceding the

meeting, and the caucus was most numerously attended. The vote as declared

(after sundry complaints of foul play, etc.) stood thus : For H. K. White, 447 ;

for E. Hertzberg, 186 ; for W. K. Wilson, 39. This is about as dead a break-

down as ever befell an aspiring politician.

In the Third Ward Mr. Shaughnessy was elected as the delegate, so that the

complete delegation from this city consists of Messrs. H. K. White, C. E. Jen-
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kins, T. Shaughnessy, and C. H. Larkin, all against making the bank ([ucstion a

party issue, and in favor of Don A. J. Upham for governor.

P. S. Since the above was written we notice that Messrs. C. H. Hurley and

Y. Fratney, district committee for the First Ward, have issued a call for another

trial this afternoon, the poll to be kept open from 4 o'clock till 8. The reason

for this unusual proceeding is stated by the committee themselves to be, that

there were 671 ballots in the hat and only 390 names on the tally-list, whence

serious doubts have arisen as to the fairness of the vote.

An Ordinance to Organize a Sack Company.

Be it ordained by the mayor and aldermen of the city of Milwaukee, in common

council assembled:

Section i. There shall be organized a company composed of seventy members,

who shall be connected with the fire department, and under the directions of the

chief engineer of the fire department in the same manner that other fire companies

are, which shall be called sack company No. I, whose duty it shall be to act as a

special police at all fires—to take charge of all property which may be exposed or

endangered at such fires, and preserve the peace ; and every member of such

company at the time of a fire, shall be vested with the powers of a special constable

for the purposes aforesaid.

Passed September 13th, 185 1.

Geo. II. Walker, Mayor.

Attest, Alfred Johnson.

City Clerk.

Meeting of Sack Company No. i.

At a meeting of sack company No. i, held at Goff's hall, J. S. Fillmore chief

engineer was called to the chair.

The chair stated the object of the meeting to be for organizing a sack company

No. I, pursuant to an ordinance of the common council of the city of Milwaukee.

On motion the following gentlemen were appointed a committee to draft a con-

stitution and by-laws for the regulation of the company, and report to the meet-

ing on Saturday evening next : W^ A. Prentiss, Wms. Lee, A. Harris, G. Shoyer,

W. J. Whaling and Joel Hood.

On motion of Mr. G. Shoyer, Mr. Joel Hood was elected acting foreman of the

company, to hold his office until the company was permanently organized.

On motion of Mr. A. Harris, the following persons were unanimously elected

members of sack company No. I, and were requested to report themselves to the

acting foreman, and attend the special meeting to be held in the common council

room on Saturday evening next, at 7 o'clock :

E, Hathaway, W. P. Lynde, W. A. Prentiss, A. Mitchell, Joel Hood, W. E.

Cramer, S. J. Van Vechten, L. Blossom, B. Throop, W. S. Wells, A. Lienhart,

I. A. Hopkins, Wms. Lee, L. W. Weeks, E. Warner, J. P. McGregor, II. G.

Goff, N. Ludington, A. Finch, D. Wells, C. D. Davis, J. Furlong, P. W. Badg-
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ley, E. B. Dickeiman, S. Marshall, E. D. Holton, J. R. Treat, Gabriel Shoyer,

W. B. Hibbard, E. Cramer, John Webb, S. B. Davis, T. P. Williams, W. A.

Jiawkins, F. Inbusch, E. Wiesner, J. Layton, A. Elebracht, Joshua Hathaway,

A. H. Bielfeld, John White, George H. Walker, S. P. Coon, C. Comstock,

Lyndsey Ward, J. W. Medberry, Byron Kilbourn, J. A. Hoover, John Bradford,

I. A. Laphani, Robert Bradford, J. A. Phelps, H. Ludington, C. E. Jenkins,

James Ludington, J. B. Selby, A. Sweet, Dr. Brown, L. L. Lee, C. Hepp,

George F. Austin, E. Starr, W. B. Walton, E. Worthington, Elisha Eldred, C.

Wall, James H. Rogers, W. P. Flanders, H. K. White, John Hustis, J. S.

Hewitt, W. J. Whaling, D. Ferguson, A. L. Kane, J. Bellange, J. A. Noonan,

Lester Sexton, A. Harris, John Wing, Anson Eldred, W. H. Byron, James

Kneeland.

On motion of Wms. Lee, the meeting adjourned, to meet at common council

room, on Saturday evening next, at 7 o'clock.

J. S. Fillmore, Chairman.

Milwaukee, Sept. 16, 1S51.

Fire Department Notice.

A special meeting of sack company No. i, will be held at the cnuncil room, on

Saturday evening next, at 7 o'clock. The members of the company are requested

to be present, as the officers for the ensuing year are to be elected by the com-

pany.

Joel Hood, Acting Foreman.

City papers copy and send bill to the chief engineer.

The Runners at the Steamboat Landing.

The Sentinel of Sept. 19, has a very severe article upon this world-

wide nuisance, but it did no good, and it probably never will. The

hacks, cabs and carriages, at such places as well as at the railroad

depots, are a necessity and if the drivers are a little rough at times,

It is not to be wondered at. If all these things are an evil, they are

certainly a necessary one, and editors even, must put up with it.

Improvement of the Court House Square.

The undersigned aldermen of the First ward, intend to proceed

forthwith to improve the court house square, and also construct a

cistern on the east side of said square, to be supplied with water

from the cathedral, the cistern is for fire purpose only. Also (if

sufficient encouragement is given by the inhabitants) to enclose the

square with a good fence, gravel the walks and plant shade tree.

Tas. Johnson ) .,,
^ o -^^ \ Aldermen.
S. S. Daggett j
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The first part of the work (viz) the filling up the frog pond

was done and cistern* built by Michael Page; J. W. Dunlop planted

the trees, S. W. and W. H. Babcock built the ier\ce,J>ar//y by sub-

scription. Balance paid for by general tax.

Omnibus Line.

An omnibus hne was started Sept. 20, from the Spring street

Hill via Wisconsin, Mason, Main and Jackson streets to the corner

of Division and Astor; also from Kilbourn town to Walker's Point by

Messrs. Frink & Walker, nee Davis & Moore.

Packing House.

Roddis & Co., Edward and Thos. Roddis, opened a packing house

(the present McGeoch) this year.

Fire.

Northeast corner of Spring and West Water Nov. 9; this was the

second time an attempt had been made to burn this corner without

success, but this time the boys succeeded in burning the old castle.

New Daily Paper.

The Milwaukee Daily y^ot(r?iaI. The first number of this paper

appeared to-day, Nov. 13th, it is about the size of the/vv.? Democrat.

Whig in politics and costs $4 per annum. Wilson and Hamilton,

editors.

Jas. Crummey Makes a Speech.

At the celebration by the Whigs of Gov. Farwell's election, as gover-

nor in 185 1, Jas. Crummey made a speech which was referred to by the

Wisconsin as not having received proper notice from the Sentinel,

who replied to that paper on the 12th, and Mr. Crummey replied

on the 13th, both of which are inserted:

Singular Omission.

The Sentinel, in its account of the Whig jubilee omits all notice of Jas. Crum-

mey's speech—who is generally known as the right bower of the editor of the

Sentinel.— Wisconsin.

It would have been more singular if we had made mention of the speech, in-

asmuch as we missed the pleasure of hearing it. But if our friend Crummey did

make one, we warrant that it was to the point, which is more than can ever be

said for the Wisco7isi7i's editorials. We should like to know, by the way, what

*Mention of which has been previously made.



362 MILWAUKEE UNDER THE CHARTER.

Mr. Crummey has done, to provoke the sneers of the Comviercial and the

squibs of the Wisconsin.

Messrs. Editors:

The Commercial and Wisconsin have l:oth fired their "pop-guns" at me because

I gave the boys a turn, Saturday night, in celeljrating Gov. Farwell's election.

Whether this is the work of the regular editors, or of the "fou-fous" thev hire to

do the "penny-a-lining," I fdon't know and don't care. If these mullets want to

make a muss with me, all they've got to do is to say so. The Commercial sets

me down as making a "flash" speech. If they'll tell me what they mean by

"flash," I'll talk to them. I try to mind my business and advise them to do the

same. They didn't make much by turning up their noses at the mechanics, and

they wont make more than twice out of me. If they call me out for another

speech, I'll try and give 'em one that will make deaf men hear, blind men see>

and fat men grow lean. You can bet your life on that.

J. M. Crummey.

Mr. Crummey is yet with us and as wide-awake as when he first

came, 30 years ago, and if he was not blessed with as good education-

al privileges as some of his competitors were, he has got lots of

"horse sense," is true to what he believes to be right and as fear-

less in carrying out his principles as any man in the city. He is a

peach without any worm in it, is James, and whoever attempts to

"bamboozle" him, will get their foot in it.

Fire.

A fire broke out Nov. 15, in the three story brick store now No.

375 East Water, owned by Henry Sivyer and occupied by the late

U. H. Persons, as a grocery, the store was thoroughly gutted also the

store of E. D. Baker, on the north and Bradley & Metcalf on the

south,* were badly damaged by water.

The fire Hmits extended after this fire so as to include, block 58,

59, 71 and 72, Fourth ward, and that portion of the First and

Third wards lying west of Milwaukee street, north of Huron and

south of Oneida, except the eaet 1-2 of block 14, Third ward.

The Sentinel oi the. 19th has the following :

Old Kirby has finally raised his sign at the corner of East Water and Wiscon -

sin streets, over one of the handsomest jeweler's, and watch maker's stores in the

western country. The fixtures and furniture of the store are in exceedingly good

* Their branch store.
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taste and of the best quality, and the shelves, show-cases, &c., are amply filled

with useful and ornamental articles. Kirby himself looks as smiling as a basket
of chips, and is on hand all the time to wait upon his numerous customers.

First ice formed in 1851, November 27th.

No. 3 engine house was built this year and opened with a ball De-
cember 5th.

Our I'lKY. Department.

The hose and hook and ladder companies take possession of their new and
handsome house on Main Street to-day. As Oregon Company No. 3 are already

in their new quarters our whole department are now comfortably housed for the

winter, and in excellent order for service should occasion require.

License.

The question of license or no license which had agitated the

public mind during 185 1, culminated December 30th, in a call for a

public meeting at the Milwaukee House, northeast corner of Main

and Huron Streets, at which Russell Wheeler was chairman, and

Geo. W. Kellogg, secretary, and at which the common council was

called upon to enforce the law or step down and out and give way

to better men. But not complying, a second meeting was held at

the same place early in 1852, at which a resolution was passed stat-

ing that inasmuch as the council liad failed to enforce the law, that

they be respectfully requested to refund to those who had paid, upon

which the council at its meeting held Decernber i8th, feeling confi-

dent that they could not enforce the law (or from fear of Wheeler,

et al.) backed square down, rescinded the ordinance and passed a

resolution to refund, which brought the following from the JVisconsin

of the 19th, entitled, " More Taxation:"

Mr. Editor:

In looking over the proceedings of the common council yesterday, we were as.

tonished to find that the aldermen had adopted a minority report to refuml all the

money which has been paid for license under the present law, amounting, as we

are informed, to some six thousand dollars, so that this amount is to be p-iid by

the property holders of the city. We have witnessed strange things done by our

common council, but we think that this act transcends all other acts in its wanton

injustice and perfect contempf for the law of the land. .\ man piys his money

to carry on a business which is destructive to the morality and prosperity of the

community, and after spreading desolation all around him and taking the money

from the poor laborer while the cries of his distressed family, for bread and fuel,
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comes to us upon every wintry blast, and unless relieved by the hand of charity

would absolutely perish with hunger and cold. The very money he has paid for

a license to ruin his neighbor's business, is refunded to him by the authorities of

our city and the temperance portion of our city must stand the burthen of the

pauperism and crime, which are its legitimate fruits. We cannot, however, for-

bear to express our admiration for the four aldermen who had the courage to

withstand the threatened intimidation of the army of liquor dealers that crowded

the lobby and which struck terror* into the hearts of some of that body, and who

voted manfully in spite of the threats of the liquor men. Justice.

The action of the council on the i8th, in voting to refund the

license money already paid in, was to say the least a cowardly, if not

a criminal act, and a lengthy newspaper discussion took place in

reference to this, and the unlawfulness of the acts of the treasurer in

taking notest and before orders to refund were signed (for they were

made out) an injunctioii was served upon Alderman Johnson which

blocked the wheels—see annexed. After which there was a call for a

mass meeting upon that question at the Methodist Church on Spring

Street, to be held on the second of January, 1853, for the proceed-

ings of which see chapter on that year.

The License Money.

The Free Democrat of last evening says :

An injunction has been served upon Alderman Johnson, president of the board,

against refunding the license money. The clerk of the council made out the

orders yesterday, and sent a messenger to Alderman Johnson, requesting him to

to come and sign them ; but he declines to do so, till required to do it by a higher

authority.

The Wisconsin published the following note from Alderman John-

son :

Editor of Wisconsin :

Permit me to say to the liquor dealers, who are waiting for the orders to be

refunded, which they have paid for license, that a letter of attorney has been

served upon me, lorbidding me signing the orders, and informing me that I will

be held individually liable for every order I may so sign. Nowas I have property,

the result of my own labor, I have not the most remote idea of defending suits for

*It should be stated that at the meeting held on the 24th, Alderman John
Plankinton, of the Fourth Ward, moved the reconsideration of the resolution to

refund, which, on motion of Alderman Daggett, was laid on the table.

fThe city treasurer had taken notes for a part of this license money, which, of
course, was not a proper thing to do, which explains why Dr. Johnson said what
he did.
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the city, out of my private means. To-morrow, will appear the documents with
which I have been served. James Johnson,

President of Common Council.

The following is the notice of injunction served upon Alderman

Johnson. We publish it at his request, in order that all the facts in

the case may be before the public at once :

Milwaukee, December 24.

Doctor yohnson, President 0/ the Honorable Common Council.

Dear Sir :—Permit me, as the attorney of H. Reed, David McDoueall,

E. Clark, Elisha Eldred, I. E. Goodall, P. B. Hill, Wms. Lee, H. S. Burton,

etc., tax payers in this city, to enter their protest against the refunding of the

money, now in the city treasury, collected under the law for licensing the sale of

intoxicating liquors. This money now constitutes a part of the general city fund,

as they believe, and they respectfully submit that the honorable common council

has no more authority to order a repayment of this money, collected under a law

of the State, than to nullify the laws establishing the courts of Wisconsin.

Without intending the slightest disrespect to the honorable common council, it

is the purpose of these gentlemen tax payers, to hold each member of the honor-

able common council, individually liable for every dollar that shall be paid out of

the treasury, under the unconstitutional and illegal proceedings of the honorable

common council in respect to this matter.

I remain, with high consideration, your humble servant,

James H. Paine.

An ordinance for grading and laying side walks on the following

streets was passed Oct. 6, 185 1 : Fifth street from Sycamore to Cly-

bourn, (both sides,) Marshall from Mason to Martin, west side of

Fifth from Spring to Sycamore, Van Buren from Mason to Wisconsin,

Wisconsin, on the south side, from Cass to Fast Water antl

Oneida from East Water to the lake.

Snow fell Dec. 16, 7 inches deep.

Steamboat arrivals for 1S51 were 810

Propellers „

Biigs J
Schooners ^^'

1549

The imports were :

,^ ^ ,. ,. , 1,182.66
Merchandise (tons) „

Exports
^-.599-551

Roddis packing house burned Dec. 24, 1S51.

45
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Statistics of the Milwaukee county jail for 14 years, or since its

erection to Dec. 31, 1850:

Number of males committed, 951; females, 50; total, 1001. Of

these there were charged with murder, 25 ; manslaughter, 2 ; larceny,

22; assault and battery, 280; with intent to kill, 18; arson, 10;

false pretense, 15; robbing the mail, 3 ; burglary, 14; forgery, 3 ;

insane, 12; rape, 3 ; buggery, 2 : riot, 52; counterfeiting, 18. The

remaining 372 were charged with minor offences.

Of these there were, disorderly, (/. >?. ugly whilein jail) 968; broke

jail, 11; died, 2 ; removed to Waukesha county, 5 ; now in jail 25.

This jail has been used both as a jail and state prison, by the

counties of Milwaukee, Waukesha, Washington, Sheboygan and

Fond du Lac to within a short time. Leverett T. Rice, Jailor.

Correction.

On page 285 of this volume, when speaking of the founding of

the Milwaukee Normal Institute, it was stated that its location was

upon the northeast corner of Milwaukee and Mason streets and that

it was burned in 1853. This statement was intended for the Mil-

waukee academy, of Messrs. Dixon & Richardson, which, as the

reader will see further on, was erected upon that corner in 1852, and

burned Dec. 22, 1853.

The normal institute (now the Milwaukee female college) upon the

southeast corner of Milwaukee and Division streets, although partly

destroyed by fire January 26, 1883, is still in existence and as an educa-

tional institution ranks high and is one in which the citizens of Milwau-

kee take great pride. This is the school with which Miss Catherine

Beecher (of educational fame) was so prominently identified for many

years. It is now in charge of Prof. Chas. S. Farrar, has a fine ob-

servatory and telescope, and under the professor's plastic hand, is

rapidly bringing the young ladies of Milwaukee up to as high a

plane in education as was formerly considered the birthright of the

boys only. May its shadow never be less.
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1852.

Opening Address— Ordinance passed appointing Night Watch—Burns Supper

—

Jeremiah B. Zander—Row in a Liquor Store—Criminal— Inbusch Bros.,

Sketch of—New Charter—Vote accepting the same.—WilHam P. Young's
Block Burnt—The Drake Brothers, Sketch of—Democratic Party per-

manently organized—Then and twelve years later—Political—Moses Knee-
land, Sketch—Political—Supervisors—School Commissioners— P'ire Depart-

ment—Fire Limits Extended—Post Office Removed — R. P. Elmore, Sketch

—Doctor Payne, Sketch—N. Brick, Sketch—St. Patrick's Day—J. McMan-
mati—City I'rinting— Financial—Great Storm—Troubles About the Bridges

—Steamers and Propellers—F. H.Brodhead—Market House—The "Asinine"

Society—Michael Page, sketch—Chas. P. Foote, Sketch— " Lost ! Lost !
"

—

Report of Alderman Prentiss—Water Power—Walter Burke, Letter—The
" May Fest "—Durand & Lawrence, Sketch of—Spring Street Bridge again

The Awnings Come Down—The Schools—The License Question— Ratification

—Celebration and its Results—Migration ol Insects— Important to Many

—

The Menomonee Valley High-Water—Gas Pipe laid Across the River—As-

tronomy—Making Voters— Milwaukee's First Depot—Cheek--Improvements
Railroad Meeting—School Census—Taxation—The Old Plank Koad—John

M. W. Lace, Killed—Political—The Fall Election—Opening of the (ias

Works—Incorrigible—Congressional—War between D. McGraw and Billy

O'Flammgton— Fire Department.

The opening of the year in 1852 was marked with several at-

tempts at incendiarism, none of which, however, were entirely suc-

cessful. The city had now reached a period in its history, reached

by all commercial cities sooner or later (viz :) a period when the

bummer element seeks the ascendency, and Milwaukee had just

enough of that element to make the office of poHce justice anything

but a sinecure.

The foot prints of the discussion about temperance in 1849 and

1850, were also yet plainly to be seen, neither had the ill-feeling en-

gendered on account of the assault upon the Methodist Church in

185 1 wholly abated, while the escape of the rioters from punishment

through the unfair course pursued by Judge Hubbell, mentioned in

the previous chapter, had emboldened those who hated restraint

(and who were, in fact, incipient nihilists) to other violations of the
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laws, to check which, the strong arm of that guardian of life and

property was invoked, after which there was a cessation of wrong

doing as well as a scarcity of wrong doers in Milwaukee for a season.

Municipal,

An ordinance was passed at the meeting of the council January

6th, establishing a night watch (the number of which had been fixed

upon the previous year) with Timothy O'Brien as captain.* A com-

mittee was also appointed to negotiate with John Lockwood for the

construction of a system of water works, in which the city was to

take $75,000 stock, to be represented by Hans Crocker. The sixth

anniversary of the Excelsior Society was also celebrated at the Home
saloon, Gen'l Rufus King, Mayor Walker, John J. Orton and Lieut.

Gov. Burns, being among the speakers. The governor having only

a short time previous received three full degrees and a tiger the One

Thousand and One was of course filled with useful knowledge, and

made an eloquent and impressive speech upon the physical and intel-

lectual power of the sons of the Empire State, and the new year was

fairly begun.

New Charter.

In speaking of the new charter (mentioned in previous chapterf)

the SetiiiJiel oi ]dL\\mxy 19th, has the following :

We understand that the charter convention have completed their labors and

have reported the new charter to the common council, vf'ith the recommendation

that it be published and submitted to the judgment of the people, and, if ap-

proved by them, transmitted to Madison for the sanction of the legislature. The

common council will no doubt adopt the recommendation and provide for taking

the sense of the people upon the new charter at an early day.

The following is the vote taken February 2, 1852, which was sub-

sequently confirmed by the legislature. First Ward, for, 394 ; Sec-

ond, 184; Third, 477; Fourth, 178; Fifth, 180. Total 1,413.

*rhe first appointments under this ordinance were for the First Ward (then
the First and Seventh): Hugh Watson, Peter Schoffle, and Moritz Morgan5.hine.
Second Ward—Charles Niemam, Albert Lathrop and Charles Uorflinger. Third
Ward—Philip Daily and Jas. Glover (only two). Fourth Ward—John B. Win-
ton, Geo. JS'ieman, (lost on the steamer Sea Bird, April 8, 1868,) and Chas. Eis-

feldt. Fifth Ward—A. Pattie and Jacob Tornorsen (Norwegian).

fThe one prepared by the second committee of which Col. Crocker was chair-

man, and who, in fact, drafted it.
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Against, First Ward, 249; Second, 353; Third, 22 ; Fourth, 60

;

Fifth, 45. Total 729. Majority for, 684.

Locked up.

One of the witnesses or spectators in the United States court roor.% Friday

evening, fell asleep in his seat, and on waking up, discovered, to his amazement,

that

The court had fled

The lights were dead,

And all but him departed. '

Rushing to the door, he made a violent attempt to burst it upon, but failing in

this, kicked out a panel, and so made his escape.

This was the late Jeremiah B. Zander, who came into the United

States court room, (Martin's block) pretty well filled with benzine,

laid down on one of the seats where he fell asleep and where he was

left when the court adjourned and where he remained until 8 p. m.,

when he awoke and broke out as stated.

J. B. Zander was a first class clerk, if kept from liquor, a difficult

thing to do, but if not, he was as useless as a wooden ham. He

was a clerk in the office of the circuit court under Mathew Keenan,

who was the only one who ever could keep him straight for several

years. Poor Jerry, he died many years ago, and every member of

his family are gone. The son died from disease contracted in the

rebellion, the daughter soon after, and Mrs. Zander some two years

ago. He was a native of Troy, N. Y., and came in 1856, as a part-

ner to John Corbin.

A Row IN A Liquor Store.

There was a row in the liquor store of True & Hoyt, 377 East

Water, Jan. 31, in which Mr. True was shot while l)eing ejected

from the store by Hoyt.*

Criminal.

A scoundrel named Jack Larson, alias "Sleeky Jolm" antl his

paramour "Old Meliss", were arrested Feb. 8, 1852, by marshal

Timothy O'Brien, for a vile outrage on the person ofa poor German

* Hiram True and Charles M. Hoyt. Mr. Hoyt. who was quite prominent as

a horse man and a pohtician, died several years ago. Of Mr. 1 rue I have no

knowledge, I think he left shortly after this affair. He was not badly injured by

the bullet, and no doubt the shot was accidental.
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girl named Mary Baker. 1 was on the jury who sent those Jiends in

human form to the penitentiary for hfe. Their crime was a diabol-

ical one and their punishment a -just one. They are both dead

long ago.

Inbusch Brothers.

Prominent among our early merchants who have continued in

business to the present time, and who by their energy and perse-

verance have helped to bring our city to its present prosperous com-

mercial standing, are the Messrs. Inbusch Bros., (John G., John D.

and John H. Inbusch) from Germany. This well-known house was

founded in 1847, ^Y John G., who came to Milwaukee from the city

of New York, where he first commenced business in America, and

opened a store at what is now No. 278 East Water street, for the

wholesale and retail liquor trade, where he was joined in 1849 by

John D., and the business continued until 1852, when they removed

to their new store; erected the previous summer, now Nos. 238 and

240 East Water street, and added rectifying to their business, where

they werejoined in 1856, by John H. Inbusch (tiie present head of the

firm) and the business continued until i860, when becoming tired

of the liquor traffic, they connected groceries with it and in 1862 went

out of it altogether, since which they have dealt in groceries only, en-

tirely by wholesale and are to-day one of the largest as well as one

of the wealthiest firms in the northwest. This house, like that of

Friend Bros., has always followed the German custom of recognizing

the oldest member, as the managing head, which was filled by the

late John G., until his death, Sept. 27th, 1852, when John H., be-

came the head, which position he holds to-day.

The members of this firm have never sought for political honors, or

held any political office in this country, but have confined themselves

stricdy to the busmess ofmaking money. Good executive ability they

all possess to an unusual degree, hence their success. Their store al-

though doing so large a business, is at all times an unusually quiet

place, order being with them, the first law. John G., was for many
years previous to his death, president of the old State bank of Wis-

consin (now the Milwaukee National bank) where by his good

financiering, he kept that institution in a healthy condition financially.

In political faith I believe they are all Democrats, and in religious Lu-
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therans and pillars in the church, northwest correr of lirady and Divis-

ion streets. They have also erected besides the two stores already

mentioned, Nos. 232, 234 and 236 East Water, a fine block on the

northwest corner of Martin and Van Buren streets, known as Nos.

545 to 561 Van Buren and one upon the northeast corner of Jack-
son and Martin streets, known as Nos. 174 and 176 Martin street and
one (the residence of John D. Inbusch) No. 597 Cass. All of which
are ornaments to the city.

The writer's long acquaintance with these gentlemen during all

these years, has been a pleasant one, an attachment having been

formed on our first meeting, in 1852, which has never died out and

he counts them to-day as among his personal friends, as their great

wealth does not make them proud. Such is a brief sketch of this

well known pioneer house, the members of which have reached a

plane, in the commercial world that few compared with the great

mass of business men, ever attain ; no financial crash has ever affected

their credit, nor any scandal their good name. Their record is a

clean one.

WiM. P. Young's Block Burnt,

February 15, 1852. Total loss to Mr. Young, $20,000. No in-

surance. This building stood upon the northeast corner of Main

and Wisconsin Streets. The walls also fell upon and demolished the

dwelling of Luke Seaver on the north, and the old engine hcnise on

the east.* There was also a loss of $2,000 on musical instruments,

belonging to the German Musical Society, who had a rehearsal there

the previous day, preparatory to giving a concert. Also, a loss of

$1,000 on carpenters' tools. The building was not (juite finished

when burnt.

*This engine house stood upon the west 20 feet of the lot where the custom

house now stands, about 12 feet above the present grade. The boys used to have

hard work to get the old machine in and out, on account of the steep ascent from

the street up to the door at that time. It was all graded off when the custom

house was erected. This first engine house was when discartled, removed to the

tract then known as the island, at the foot of Martin Street, and occupied by

Ehlebrach & Co., as an office for their lumber yard, and from there to the north

side of Martin Street, between East Water and Market Streets, where it was

used by Casper Grode, for a boot and shoe shop, until iSSi, when it was demol-

ished by Val. Blatz, who owned the ground. The first engine, the Neptune, was

stored in this house in 1839.
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The Drake Bros., Druggists.

The head of this firm, John R. Drake, came to Milwaukee in

185 1, fi-om Springville, Erie County, N. Y. His first employment

was as a clerk for Messrs. Lake & WilUams, Dr. Waldo W. Lake,

(now in Chicago) and Harvey Williams, at what is now No. 336

East Water Street, afterwards Lake & Hopkins, (William L. Hop-

kins). Then Hopkins Bros., W. L. and John F. Hopkins, which

position he held up to 1859, when he commenced business for him-

self in the Van Dyke Block, southwest corner of South Water and

Ferry Streets, in company with his brother Harvey W. Drake.

Henry T. Drake being employed as clerk. Here they remained

until 1876, during which time they had built up a large trade, when,

wishing to increase their business, they removed to what is now No.

386 East Water*, which store had been fitted up by its owner, Clark

Shepardson, expressly for them, and where they remained until 1880,

when wanting more room, they removed to their present location,

Nos. 364 and 367,! the old Phoenix Block, which had been fitted up

for their use by the heirs of the late Jas. B. Martin, and where they

are to-day. The Messrs. Drake Bros, have been very successful.

They are possessed of good executive abilities and always attend

strictly to business. They still retain the store in the Van Dyke

building, which is under the sole charge of H. W. Drake, and which

under his management has made as much money as has the others,

in proportion to the capital invested. They have made a good

record and are destined to become a very influential firm in the

drug business in the coming years, as they understand all the de-

tails of the trade. Their present store, 365 East Water, which is a

model in its internal arrangement, was all planned by John R., the

senior member, and is the result of much careful study ; it is com-

plete and cannot be beaten in the city.

Permanent Organization of the Democratic Party.

A meeting was held at the Military Hall this year, February nth,

under a call signed by Chas. James, president ; E. Hertzberg, vice-

*And Henry T., was admitted as a partner.

JThis was the old Phcenix building including the adjoining store 367, on the

the north, formerly Swift's drug store.
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president; Jackson Hadley and Henry Kirk White secretaries; and

fifty four other leading Democrats in order to perfect an organiza-

tion for poUtical purposes.

In gas and windy speeches this meeting would comi)aic favorably

with the Charleston convention, when Douglas was running (or im-

agined he was) for the presidency. The proceedings aside from the

speeches were as follows :

The committee on resolutions were : S. B. Grant,* Isaac Neus-

tadtl, Edward Button, Duncan E. Cameron and Stoddard H.

Martin.

On permanent organization : S. B. Grant, Herman Heartel,

John Evanston, J. E. Force and Richard M. Sweet; who reported

for President, Henry L. Palmer; Vice Presidents, S. H. Martin, F.

Huebschman; Treasurer, F. J. Blair ;t Secretary, Henry Kirkc

White; Executive Committee, ist ward, F. Fratney ; 2d, R. N. Messen-

ger
;
3d, J. H. Cordes; 4th, Moses Kneeland; 5th, Jas. Duffee.

This was the first real organization of the Democratic party, and

its baleful effects upon the growth of the City, was felt for years. It

was an organization that has worked evil for the people at large.

Neither does it matter which party is in power, its effect is to place

the control of the public affairs in the hands of a few leaders, over

whom the people have no proper check. Politics sliould never enter

into municipal affairs, for if they do, there is trouble ; the love of

office is strong, and when once a man gets a taste of il, it is very

likely to spoil his appetite for any other business.

Then and Twelve Years Later.

A correspondent of the Manitomoc Herald gwt'^ his views of Mil-

waukee in 1852, and as he found it in 1840 :

Friend Fitch : I am now in the city of Milwaukee. I write you from my

*Sanford B. Grant was for many years a very prominent business man and jm)!-

iticiai. durinji which nothing of importance was ever undertaken that he was not

mixed' up with in some way. In military glory, he was the compeer of Maj. (.en.

John McMannan, and about as windy, -'lie finally got into bad ways and died in

the poor house, the sure results of following after stiangc gods, but such is hie.

He was smart, but not honest to himself or friends.

fit would appear by this that our staunch Republican fellow citizen F. J.
Hlair,

was at that time a Democrat.

46
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stand, in Brown's dagsuenean gallery,* and I look upon Ludington's and Kirby's,

and contrast them with the former buildings, that stood there in 1840, and as 1

do so, can hardlv realize the change. Then I was talking with the surveyor,

about the streets running at right angles without regaid to the lay of the land,

and attending an Indian funeral at the head of Wisconsin Street.f Saw a flock of

wild turkeys where the Home saloon now stands, (no he didn't,) killed a " rattle-

snake " where the " Red Bird " saloon now stands, (perhaps, but I guess uot,)i

where snakes of every variety except those with i-attles, are being introduced

daily mto the boots of the unsuspecting " toper," to kill him by inches, (that's so).

That was pretty good for a Manitowoc editor. He had probably

visited the Red Bird just previous to writing his article and killed

a few of those snakes, wii/wiii rattles. The Red Bird was full of

them.

In commenting upon the council proceeding at the session held

March 4, the Sentinel had the following :

New City Officers.

The new board of aldermen commenced work in earnest yesterday and most

auspiciously. For the several offices in their gift a number of excellent candidates

were presented, and their selections strike us as unexceptional. The choice for comp-

troller fell upon Cicero Comstock, Esq., a gentleman abundantly qualified for the

post, entirely trust worthy and universally popular.

Mr. Alfred Johnson, the present efficient city clerk, received the substantial

compliment of a re-election. Benjamin H. Egerton. an old resident and experi-

enced engineer, was chosen city surveyor ; Mr. S. C. West, the worthy president

of the last board, was unanimously re-elected to the post he "had filled so well, and

the task of framing the city ordinances was entrusted to the competent hands of

Hans Crocker and Francis Randall. The board, after a good morning's work

adjourned till Saturday afternoon next.

Political.

The primaries this year were well attended and every thing looked

lovely for the would-be "ins," but when the votes were counted

Moses Kneeland was left out in the cold, and you can bet your bot-

tom dollar, there was trouble, for Moses was ambitious.

*Henry Sanford Brown, now a resident of Medfield, Mass., at that time in the

3d story of Martin's block, southwest corner of East Water and Wisconsin Sts.,

where he led in the photographing business for years.

f I think he is mistaken, as no Indians were buried there as late as 1840, if my
memory is correct ; he is yarning a little.

JThe Red Bird saloon was at that time, at (or near) what is now 417 East

Water, it was afterwards removed to where the present National Exchange Bank
stands on Michigan Street.
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Moses Kneeland, who came to Milwaukee about 1843 or, 44, was

one of the most energetic, as well as one of the most aggressive men,

both in politics and busmess, that Milwaukee ever had, he was in

the latter respect a good match for Mr. Kilbourn, and could not be

kept in the back ground. But this time it happened to him as it did

to John White in 1844, he was slaughtered in the house of his friends.

He was a man of large frame, Strong constitution and possessed an

iron will, whatever he went for he usually succeeded in getting. He
was very prominent in the infancy of the old La Crosse Si Milwaukee

railroad, and was for several years upon its board of directors and

for a short time its secretary. He was of too positive a character, as

well as too fond of money, to make and retain friends ; for this he

cared nothing, but if a friend he was a good one, and if he once

took a liking to a man, he would stand by him at all hazards. He

was a very influential man in his day and always went for an inside

seat. I can see him now, in memory's eye, as he looked in life. He

was in political faith a Democrat and in religious a Presbyterian

and a prominent member of the old First (the present Emanuel)

church. He was just the man for a new country and his success finan-

cially, fully confirms this statement. He accumulated a very large

property, his residence was the present Ricker homestead No. 575

Marshall street,* where he died January 21, 1864.

Election.

Three tickets in the field this spring, People's, Whig and Democrat.

The Sentinel in commenting upon it states among other things, that

it was admitted on all sides to be the best selection the city had

made for years. It was an awful muddle, however. Fifteen of the

candidates were on the People's ticket, ten on the Democratic, eight

on both and two independents. And all were red-hot for victory.

The result was as follows :

Mayor—Hans Crocker.

City Comptroller—Cicero Comstock.

* This house was built by Chas. E. Wendt of the firm of Mahler & VVenclt, who

kept a liquor store at 286 East Water street, (away back in the fifties). Mr.

Wendt sold it to a Mr. Marshall from Kentucky, who sold it to Mr. Kneeland,

who enlarged it and from whose heirs it was purchased by its present owner. .Mr.

Wend returned to Germany.
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City Treasurer—Lucas Seaver.

City Attorney—Arthur McArthur.

City Marshal—Timothy O'Brien.

City Clerk—Alfred Johnson.

Police Justice—Clinton Walworth.

City Surveyor—B. H. Egerton.

Board of Aldermen.

First ward—Samuel E. Foot, Wni. A. Prentiss, Henry P. Peck.

Second ward—J. A. Phelps, F'rancis Huebschmann, J. Neustadtl.

Third ward—John Hickey, Wm. Brown, James Reed.

Fourth ward—Samuel C. West, A. H. Johnson, John Fishbeck.

Fifth ward—Stoddard H. Martin, John Rosebeck, Geo. G. Dousman.

Ward Officers.

Assessors.

First wai'd—E. B. Dickerman.

Second ward—B. Church.

Third ward—R. G. Owens.

Fourth ward—John H. Tesch.

Fifth ward—J. C. Smith.

Street Commissioners.

First ward—J, Hathaway.

Second ward— I. A. Lapham.

Third ward—Elisha Eldred.

Fourth ward—C. H. Williams.

Fifth ward—Martin Delaney.

Justices of the Peace.

First ward—Albert Smith.

Second ward—C. F. Bode.

Third ward—Wm. Holland.

Fourth ward—Fr. Hamilton.

Fifth ward—O. Parsons.

Constables.

First ward—August Seifert.

Second ward--Fr. Neuman.

Third ward—John Burke.

Fourth ward—P. Maloy, Jr.

Fifth ward— P. Schreiner.

Fire Department.

Chief Engineer--- John S. Fillmore.

First Assistant— L. N. Dewey.
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Second Assistant—D. N. Neiman.

Third Assistant --J. M. Smith.

Fire Wardens.

First ward—S. S. Daggett and John M. W. Lace.

Second ward—J. W. Lusconib and A. W. Goetz.

Third ward—Edward Button and J. M. Crummey.

Fourth ward—John J. Gridley and A. Ely.

Fifth ward—S. H. Martin and Thos. H. Norton.

It will be seen by the result that the people, as usual, drew the

crow and the Democracy the turkey.

SurERVISORS.

Greenfield—John Bell.

Franklin—J. M. Vedder.

Granville—J. S. Brandt.

Lake—John Douglass.

Wauwatosa—John Craig.

Oak Creek—Lyman Howes.

School Commissioners.

First ward—Rufus King, Joshua Hathaway and Jackson Hadley.

Second ward—F. Huebschmann, Benj. Church and Chas. E. Jenkins.

Third ward—Edward McGarry, Hans Crocker and John McManman.

Fourth ward—Jas. H. Rogers, Haven Powers and Geo. E. H. Day.

Fifth ward—Daniel Wait, J. B. Zander and Andrew Mitchell.

Jas. H. Rogers, president.

Haven Powers, secretary.

Fire Department.

The ^<?////;/<?/ of March 22, contained a long article upon the

course pursued by the common council in regard to the hre depart-

ment, signed by J. S. Fillmore, chief engineer; in which he com-

plains bitterly (and justly too) of the shameful treatment they had

received from that august body ; and calling for a meeting of all

the companies on the 23d, for the purpose of talking over matters

in reference to the past, and to reorganize the department on a

sounder basis. This meeting was well attended; J.
S.Fillmore,

Pres.; Henry Middleton, Sec; and the following are some of the

wants of the department made known at this meelmg

:

No. I wanted 25 more members. No. 2, repairs on engine and

hose. No. 3 wants hose. No. 4 wanted their rooms partitioned off,
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250 ft. of hose, a bell on engine, and engine house. No. 5 wanted

25 new members, a new bell, and several other things. Among the

resolutions passed at this meeting, was one in favor of continuing

the volunteer system, and one calling upon the common council to

pay bills when presented and properly certified, and not let the offi-

cers of the different companies be sued for the city's debt. But little

heed was paid to them, which led to a stronger one in November,

backed by one from the Underwriters, which brought the common

council to time, after which all went smoothly. The following is the

one issued by the Underwriters :

Whereas, We hear with regret, that the fire department of this city has now

become nearly disorganized and disbanded, whereby a lars^e amount of property

is exposed to destruction by fire, without any means of arresting its progress,

and thereby seriously adding to the risk already incurred by the insurance com-

panies that we represent, which must necessarily result in higher rates of insurance,

or a complete suspension of business. Therefore

Resolved, That we most respectfully urge upon all, Mayor and Common Coun-

cil, to take such immediate action as may be necessary, to restore the department

to its former efficiency.

Wm. J. Whaling,
Leonard Kennedy,
Geo. J. Fowler,
C. J. Gary,
Elias Worthington,
Allen Wheeler,
Henry W. Gunnison,
John P. McGregor.

Fire Limits.

The following is the report of Aldermen W. A. Prentiss, G. Vliet,

Wm. Brown, S. C. West and S. H. Martin, upon extending the fire

limits.

First Ward. From Wisconsin to Division street, being blocks

2, 9> lO' I. 54> SS» 56, 53> 52, 57. 5^, and 51, and the west j^ of

blocks II and 12. 2d Ward. Blocks 30, 31, 32, 33, 39, 40, 41, 42,

43j 48, 49? 50' east }^ of 51, 47, 49, 34, and south yi of 37 and 38.

3d Ward. All that portion lying west of the center of Main street,

from Wisconsin to Erie, being blocks 3, 4, 5, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, ^6,

37, 6, 7, 8, and 155, also west ^ of 13, 14, 15. 4th Ward. Blocks

57> 58, 59' 71 and 72.

Within these limits, all material, or party wall must be built of brick

and stone or other fire proof material.
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Walls not over 24 ft. in height, except for stores, mills, breweries,

or warehouses, must not be less than 8 inches thick if of brick, and

14 if of stone; stores, mills, breweries and warehouses, more than 24

ft. high, must, if of brick, be 12, and if of stone, 18 inclies thick.

REiMOVAL OF THE PoST OFFICE TO PrENTISs' Bi.OCK, NORIHWEST

Corner of East Water and Mason Sts.

The Post Office was removed this year. May i, to Prentiss' block.

Much discussion arose in consequence, many claining that it was

entirely out of the way. The matter finally died out, and the office

remained there for several years. The objections against its removal,

were all obviated by Ed. Emery removing his candy store to Mason

Street, and selling candy as usual, two sticks for a cent apiece.

R. P. Elmore & Co.

This house was founded in the fall of 1850, by Samuel and Rive-

rious P. Elmore, from Elmore's Corners, Ulster county. New York, as

dealers in hard and soft coal, " pig iron " and foundry supplies gener-

ally, and claim to have brought to and sold the first cargo of coal

—600 tons—ever sold or offered for sale in Milwaukee. Their entire

stock for that year only amounting to that insignificant sum. A small

affair when contrasted with their present sales, which will aggregate

the present year 50,000 tons. This, as far as the writer knows is the

only establishment of this kind that has kept in business, without a

break, up to the present, or whose financial standing has never been

impeached in Milwaukee or even in the State, a record few can

boalst of making.

This company contracted to, and did supply the city with coal

until 1864, when Samuel Elmore retired, and the business was con-

tinued by R. P. Elmore, until 1866, when Dr. Edwin R. Paine, was

admitted, since which time the title of the firm has been R. P.

Elmore & Co. Besides the sale of coal they sell a large amount of

pig iron, and from one yard, they now have three, and sell more

coal than any other one firm, except it may be the Northwestern Fuel

Co., in the city or state.

They are sharp, keen and witle awake business men, and their

long experience m the business, has enabled them to get at the true

inwardness of all there is to learn, so that they know what they are
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about always and never make any mistakes.* Mr. Elmore, who is

a man of fine personal appearance as well as great dignity of char-

acter, took a high social position when first he came, and which he

holds to-day. He is a man well calculated to make and retain friends,

as the writer who has watched Mr. Elmore very closely for years,

can truthfully say, that there are few business men in Milwaukee,

for whom he had a greater respect than for R. P. Elmore. He is a

man always, he is also a sincere and conscientious Christian. A
prominent member of the Summerfield M. E. church, and one of its

ofticial board for years. He dislikes all cant and hypocrisy, or

double dealing and wants nothing to do with any one who is not

howt'nt fro?n principle and not from policy. In political faith he is a

republican, and a temperance man always, and never leaves the com-

munity in any doubt as to where he stands politically or morally.

His partner. Dr. Paine,t is of a different temperament. He is ag-

gressive to an unusual degree; has high pohtical aspirations, and if

put up for office would never let his election go by default or leave

a stone unturned that if turned would enable him to win. He has

good business abilities, but not as good executive ability as Mr. El-

more. He is a very active man however, and has represented the

4th ward in the board of alderman ; in which position he .was very

efficient. One characteristic of this firm, is the length of time they

retain their employees, in that they follow Messrs. Inbusch Bros, and

Ball & Goodrich, always a safe rule to follow. Such are some of the

personal traits of the gentlemen composing the firm of R. P. Elmore

& Co.

Nathan Brick.

This gentleman also came this year and opened a cabinet shop at

204 West Water, where he remained until 1869, when he built the

brick building known as Nos. 126 and 128 Grand Avenue, in which

*i7oo not making a ton with them.

f Mr. Paine has had an eye on the mayorial chair, which had he been unfor-

tunate enough to have reached, he would found to have been no " sinecure."

Mayor Stowell has so found it, and he a Democrat too, neitlier will any native

Ijorn American republican ever find it any different, untd our whole political sys-

tem is changed. With a democratic mayor and aldermen, it is bad enough, God
knows, but with a republican mayor and democratic board, it would be much
worse—not a good thing to have in a family, too much friction.
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he carried on the business until 1880, when he sold out and in com-

pany with his son Frederick opened a sale-room at 381 East Water

street, where he is to-day. Mr. Brick, who is a native of Worcester

County, Mass., was a sailor in his youthful days in which capacity

he made several voyages to the South Pacific in pursuit of the

cachalots, or sperm whale, during one of which he was the shipmate

on the Martha Washington, ot New Bedford, of the late Capt. Jas.

Wilkinson (who commanded the Lady Elgin in 1857-8 and 1859.

Mr. Brick has been quite prominent as a politician and has served

his ward (the 4th) in the council several terms, and was on the

board with the writer in 1868, where he made a good record. He
is very methodical in all his ways and in his dress, always wearing a

suit of black and a plug hat. He is slow in his movement, and in his

style of doing business too old fashioned to ever get rich, as he will

never sell anything for less than it cost him, no matter how much out

of style it may be, if he keeps it a hundred years. He is a good

citizen, however, and an honest man, a Republican in ])olitics and a

Liberal in rehgion. He has dark hair, dark blue eyes, a strong voice,

walks slow and erect, is a pleasant companion and always a gentle-

man.

St. Patrick's Day In The Morning.

St. Patrick's day was celebrated this year by our Irish fellow citi-

zens in general, and by the City Guards, John White, captain, in

particular. They were presented with a banner by the mayor upon

this occasion, after which, in company with the Hibernian Benevo-

lent Association, they marched to St. Gall's where they attended

high mass, winding up with a supper and ball at (Gardiner's Hall,

where Lucas Seaver, Maj-Gen. John McManman, Julm White, Rev.

Mr. Raymond, Sherman M. Booth and a few lesser lights made

windy speeches about the American Eagle and what he has done

and was yet to do. Oh, but those were the days for military dis-

play, and if Gen. McManman was not the greatest military genius

of the age, then he was mistaken. He once made the remark that

the world had never produced but three really great military men.

The first was Hannibal the Carthagenian, the second was Najioleon

Bonaparte, but the name of the third—modesty forbid him to men-

tion. He was a generous, good fellow as ever lived, but as full of

47
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wind as a bushel of beans, and very conceited about his own abihty

as a mihtary man. He kept a Hquor store for several years and sold

a kind of bitters (his own make) that were quite popular. He died

December i, 1871. Peace to his memory.

City Printing.

The Free Democrat (English) and " der Banner'' (German) were

selected as the official papers for 1852. Here is the ballot and the

comments made upon it by the Sentinel

:

Feeling Bad about it.

We regret to see that our neighbors of the Wisconsin and Cotfimercial take on

so because a Democratic Board of Aldermen have given them both the go-by,

and selected the Free Democrat to do the city printing. It was, to be sure, an

unkind cut, but crying won't mend the matter. ,The Wisconsin, in particular,

ought not to complain, for it received the compliment of one vote, which is one

more than anybody supposed it would get.

Too Modest by Half.

The Wisconsin publishes the ballot in the council to select an English paper,

thus :

Sentinel, 2 ; Free Democrat, 7 ; Scattering, 3.

The world ought to know that (?«d' of these " scattering " votes was cast for

the Wisconsin, but the perpetrator of the joke refuses to own it.

The election of these two papers as the official organs for the year

was an awful dose for the Daily Neivs to take, and made both it and

the Wisconsiti sick.

The News had up to this time, had a corner so to speak, on that

plum, the city printing, ever since its birth, in fact, that was the

•' teat " from whence all its support had been derived, and of course,

it was hard to lose it. But it had put on so many " airs," and been

so dictatorial to the Aldermen, that they concluded to teach it a

lesson. Booth had no more expectations of getting it than of being

appointed minister to " Dahomey or Salt Lake." But he filled the

bill, and the News had to feed on husks that year.

An attempt to oust Booth as city printer by the council, at their

meeting April 3, was a failure. He and Mr. Schoeffler held the

" fort " much to the disgust of the News.

The Storm.

A terrible storm occurred the second week in March this year,



MILWAUKEE UNDER THE CHARTER. 383

upon which the editor of the Sentinel writes as follows, in that paper

of the 1 5th :

The storm of last week came on Saturday night, and a strong south wind is

now blowing that is drying up the mud, blowing down chimneys, and playing

circus generally. The lake has been in a terrible commotion all day, and the mass

of ice in its descent Saturday night, accumulated in such quantities at the bridges

that it became necessary to open the draw (the old box pattern) for their relief,

but so strong was the current, loaded down with its gelid freight, that to close

them again was impossible for several hours. The river had lisen to a height

it seldom reached, and as a natural consequence the cellars along the river are

mostly flooded. The Humboldt bridge is gone. The dam has also given way,

i. e., the east end. And North River Street is flooded causing much damage.

This freshet (which was a big one) was caused by the melting of

nearly a foot of snow, which with three days steady rain made things

boom. 1 remember it well.

The ice however, did not leave the river entirely, except below

Walker's Point bridge, until the 24th. Above this, and on the Me-

nomonee, where it had lodged, it could have been crossed with a

team, (if necessary,) up to the 20th, and perhaps later ; the thermom-

eter standing at only 7 degrees above zero on that day.

Trouble.-

That old bone of contention, the Red Bridge, was the cause of a

pitched batde between the First and Second Wards, March 18th.

Some of the residents of the First Ward undertook to repair the vener-

able structure, upon which the Second Warders went for them with

fists, clubs and stones, and the chances for broken heads were good,

when the mayor and marshal put in an appearance and stopped the

fight.

These bridges were a terrible " bug bear " to the west side, who m

their insane folly, seemed determined to cut their own throats and

kill the goose that laid the golden egg for them. The mention of

the word bridge would produce the same effect upon a certain por-

tion ol the then inhabitants of that ward as did the sight of the fiery

torch of Roderick Dhu,upon his henchmen, so graphically described

by Sir Walter Scott in his Lady of The Lake. At its mention

Chestnut street would be instanUy filled with the excited clansmen

of Mr. Kilbourn (who was their Roderick Dhu, ready for a fight or
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anything else that would cause an eternal separaration (by bridges)

with the east side—what folly—but it was true nevertheless. They

do better now.

Steamers for this year, from Buffalo, were : Minnesota, J. W.

Brett; Iowa, C. H. Ludlow; Louisiana, Davenport ; Globe, Pratt;

Wisconsin, D. G. Titus ; America, J. A. Bartholomew ; Hendrick

Hudson, J. B. Goldsmith; Lady Elgin, Gil Appelby; Sultana, C. W.

Appelby.

Propellers.

California, Jas. Connolly; Gen. Taylor, A. E. Hart; Saginaw,

C. H. Gibson; May Flower, C. H. Bryant; Alleghany, C. Marsden;

Scotia, J. C. Hande.

Not one of these boats, and perhaps not one of those captains are

in existence to-day. The boats certainly are not.

Growth of Cities.

From a table containing the population m 1850, and the ratio of

increase within the preceding ten years, of 65 American cities, we

take the following figures. Milwaukee, it will be seen, heads the list

:

Cities. Pop. in 1850. Ratio per ct.

Milwaukee 20,061 1,071

Chicago 26,963 570
Williamsburg 30,780 504
St. Louis 77,860 372
Lafayette MjIQO 342
Memphis 8,839 336
Manchester 13.932 350

New York increased 64 per cent., Baltimore 65, Boston 46, New Orleans 16,

Cincinnati 149, Brooklyn 167, Albany 50, Pittsburgji20, Louisville 103, Charles-

ton 46, Buffalo J 32, Providence 19, Washington 71, NcA^ark 124, Rochester

80, Lowell 60, Troy 48, Detroit 130, Columbus 195, Cleveland 180, Savannah 43,

Oswego 161.

The above item on the growth of cities is given as an illustration

of how rapidly Milwaukee has grown.

The appointment of Mr. E. H. Brodhead as engineer and man-

ager of the Milwaukee & Mississippi Railroad

:

Milwaukee & Mississippi Railroad.

The directors of the Milwaukee & Mississippi Railroad Company, in company

with Mr. Edward H. Brodhead, took a ride over the road as far as the Eagle

Prairie Station, Tuesday afternoon and thence, a mile or two beyond, on the line
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of the track. Mr. Btodhead expressed himself highly pleased with the country,

and the road, as far as bnill, and is quite sanguine as to the business prospects.

We are rejoiced to learn that the direclors of the railroad company have formally

tendered to Mr. Brodhead the appointment of chief engineer, and that he has ac-

cepted the office. He left here Wednesday morning to go to New York for ins

family, and will return and take up his residence amongst us about the first of

May. We congratulate the railroad company upon their good fortune in having

secured the services of so competent and experienced an engineer, and in common

with our fellow citizens generally hail this appointment as a good augury for the

speedy completion of the Milwaukee & Mississippi Railroad.

Edward H. Brodhead.

This gentleman, so prominently and favorably known for the last

30 years, as one of Milwaukee's solid men and honored citizens,

and whose arrival, and appointment as chief engineer and general

superintendent of the Milwaukee & Mississippi Railroad, has just

been mentioned, was born at Flattskill, Ulster County, State of New

York, Dec. 24, 1809, where his boyhood days were spent, upon a

farm ; but, like S. S. Merrill, the Hfe of a farmer had no charms for

him, and at an early age he left the paternal roof and struck out

for himself, choosing for his profession the healthful as well as lucra-

tive calling of a civil engineer, a knowledge of which was acquired

at West Point,* from where he went forth in 1832, fully prepared to

take his place among his fellow craftsmen as 3 full fledged engineer.

And which calling he followed with varying success in New York

and adjoining States, until 1852, when, as just stated, he took the

responsible position of general superintendent and engineer, as the

successor of Hon. Ed. D. Holton, (who up to that time had held

the office,) in the construction of this, then pioneer enterprise, which

after a hard struggle, had succeeded in reaching Waukesha, (as stated

in preceding chapter,) the previous winter, and where for want of

money, it seemed destined to remain for a season, if not for good.

The official trust to which Mr. Brodhead had been called, and

which he had accepted, was no " sinecure," the undertaking at

that early day, being a gigantic one. I'he want of money, without

*Thiswasundera rule of the war department, allow ngpryate cUuens to

learn engineering, the fee for which was the perqiusUe 0^.5^/.^^';;^;.^ ^^ '^

"f
last long, as it soon became apparent that it interfered with the regular classes.

Mr. Brodhead is not therefore a full " West Pomter.
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which nothing could be done, and which at that time, it was ahnost

impossible to obtain, " loomed " up like a dark cloud before him,

while the dissensions existing among the then stockholders was

another draw-back, (and no small one) to its further progress. But

our young engineer was full of zeal, one of the kind who never look

back when once he had put his hand to the plow, but whose motto

was onward, and who also possessed the happy faculty of not only

bringing order out of chaos, but also of enfusing others with

whom he may be associated, with a portion of his own spirit and

courage. It required no little tact however, as well as energv, to

unravel the snarlxvAo which the financial as well as the department

of construction of this enterprise had become entangled, on account

of the dissensions (previously spoken of,) among the then directors,

prominent among whom, as a disturbing element, was the late Byron

Kilbourn, who being an engineer of no Httle prommence himself,

was not disposed to yield to the views of his associates, none of

whom at that time (Mr. Brodhead excepted) had any experience,

as he claimed, (which was true) in a work of that kind, and whose

opposition had brought the road to a stand-still. But the firm hand

and clear business head of the new chief engineer soon put the

machinery in working order again, and " en avant " for the Missis-

sippi was the word; neither did the work which he had undertaken

under such adverse circumstances cease until the " Father of Waters"

was reached at Prairie du Chien, April 15, 1857, when his work

being ended, he resigned as superintendent, (his place being filled

by William Jervis,) and was elected president, which office he filled

for one year, when the large amount of real estate in which he had

become interested requiring his undivided attention, he resigned that

office, since which time (except as advisory counsel) he has taken no

active part hi railroad matters.

The construction of this road, now known as the Prairie du Chien

Division of the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul, was at that early

day, a great undertaking, particularly when we consider that from

the day of its commencement in 1849, to its completion to the

Mississippi in 1857, it was virtually bankrupt,* and shows the good

*This statement may appear incredible, but it is true, as any one who is at ail

familiar with its history will admit; it was built on faith.
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judgment as well as energy of the gentlemen having it in charge,

(who after the retirement of Mr. Kilbourn were all in harmony, and

pulled together,) but more particularly of him who was the official

head, and who in its construction, under such adverse circumstances,

is entitled to be ranked among the best financiers of the day,

Mr. Brodhead is also one of our early bankers, having been one

of those to help start the Farmers and Millers Bank in 1S54, and in

which he was one of the principal stockholders and directors until

the retirement of Mr. Holton from the presidency in 1863, when he

was elected as his successor, and upon the reorganization of that

institution, (the same year) under the National Banking Law, as the

" First National," was re-elected to the same office, which he con-

tinued to hold up to 1882, when he resigned, his place being filled

by the cashier, H. H. Camp, Mr. Brodhead actingas vice president.

He was also one of the board of Water Commissioners appointed to

construct the present Water Works in 187 r, which office he held

until 1875, when he resigned, since which time he has held no pub-

he office. Mr. Brodhead is one of the wealthiest men in Wisconsin,

and is the owner of a large amount of valuable real estate in Mil-

waukee, and could he obtain the desired location,* would add one

more block to those he has already erected, which would be his

monument. In religious faith he is an Episcopalian, one of the

leading men in St. Paul's Church, and has been on its official board

for years.

Personale.

In person Mr. Brodhead is in height above the average. He has

a large frame, is very broad across the shoulders, has a large hend,

a large face, a mouth indicating self reliance as well as strong will,

and an eye, that when you are in conversation with its owner, seems

to read your very thoughts. He has a voice loud in tone, speaks

very distinctly with a peculiar prolonged emphasis on the last sylla-

ble of each word, giving to the listener the imi^ression that each

word uttered has been duly weighed, which is the fact. His step

when walking is regular and even, and although apparentl)- when on

the street absorbed m thought, sees all that is going on. He is soci;il

* Southwest corner of Broadway and Wisconsin Street.
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with acquaintances, but when with strangers is not inclined to talk,

being more inclined to listen. Is always dignified, and is one of that

class who will always command respect from others ; is not easily

excited or taken oft" his guard ; is fond of books and works of art,

for both of which like Mr. Metcalf, he spends money freely ; and

his private residence, like that of Mr. M., is a " miniature art gallery."

He is also one of that class who always do as they agree, neither has

he any respect for the man who does not. His bump of caution is

very large ; has a strong sense of justice, that being in fact one of

his most prominent characteristics. Another of Mr. Brodhead's

characteristics, is his gre.it fondness for that noble animal, the horse
;

and he is the o*vner of some of the finest as well as the fleetest in the

State; which he takes great pleasure in speeding occasionally on

Grand Avenue and that sportsman's paradise, VVhitefish Bay Road.

He is also fond of hunting the festive prairie chicken. And although

well advanced in life seldom fails to take his full share in that excit-

ing sport with every returning season. In political faith he is a

republican, but takes no active part in the poHtical issues of the day.

And although often soHcited, will not accept any municipal oftice,

having no affinity with the trickery usually practiced by those who are

sc? anxious to serve the public for nothing and board themselves,

and who in " Free America," are as the grasshoppers for multitude.

He prefers a quiet life.

The writer has watched Mr. Brodhead very closely for many years,

and can truthfully say that although Milwaukee can count among

her representative men, many who are eminent for their mental abil-

ity, as well as for their wealth, yet among them all, few could be

selected who are held in higher estee u, or who have made a better

record, than has Edward H. Brodhead.

Third Ward Market House.

Some public spirited citizen wanted a market house in the Third

Ward and suggested that the old Milwaukee House, northeast corner

of Broadway and Huron Streets be taken for that purpose, but the

matter fell through.

Abram B. Van Cott came this year and opened a jewelry store.

Mr. Van Cott had rather a checkered life while in Milwaukee. He
was finally compelled to leave as the place was too hot for him.
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A new society was formed this year which, if I am not mistaken,
(and I don't think I am) has a large membership to-day, it was
called the Asinine Club.

A public cistern, yet m use, was built this year at the court hcu.se

square by Michael Paige. Mr. Paige was an Irishman and a master

builder. He erected quite a number of brick buildings in the city,

but his intemperate habits were a drawback to his success. He was
a genial, whole souled fellow, and quite a politician, but not suffi-

ciendy educated to fill any responsible place. He died many years

ago, a mere wreck, leaving a wife, and a little property,mostly on the

south side.

BIOGRAPHICAL.

Chas. p. Foote.

This gentleman, who has for years been one of Milwaukee's

prominent carpenter master builders, came from Buffalo, N. \'., in

June, 1852, and commenced work as a journeyman for Messrs.

Shadbolt & Spaulding (mentioned in previous chapter) working at

the same bench with the writer undl 1856, when the partnership be-

tween Shadbolt & Spaulding was dissolved and a new one formed by

the subject of this sketch and Mr. Spaulding, under the title of Spauld-

ing & Foote, which continued until the death of Mr. Sj^aulding in

1858, after which Mr. Foote connected himself with Thomas Mason,

under the title of Foote & Mason, which continued for eight years,

since which time Mr. Foote has carried on the business alone. The

following are among the buildings upon which the car[)enter work

has been done by him.

A dwelling for the late Louis Ludington, at Carnmel, Putnam county,

N. Y.* (1856,) brick dwelHng for John Lockwood at north point,

now known as the Sherman House, in 1857 and '58. Cook's bank

building on Michigan street, now the National Exchange bank, 1857

and '58. The present residence of Chas. F. Illsley, 572 Marshall

street, 1859. Brick dwelling for Wm. 15. Hibbanl, now the residence

of Robert Eliot, Esq., 525 Marshall, street 1861. Hon. \Vm. P.

* The material for this building was all prepared by Shadbolt & Spalding, in

their shop on the northeast corner of Biddle and Van Buren streets, in this city,

shippd and erected as above.
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Lynde's residence, 1864. The present residence of Hon. Angus

Smith, 244 Martin street, and the residence of the late Greenleaf D.

Norris, 566 Van Buren, both in 1867. The Follansbee block, Nos.

113, 115 and 117. Wisconsin street. The dweUing of Wm. G. Fitch,

Esq., No. 9 Waverly place. Rebuilt the Walker House, now the

Kirby House, and finished the Plankinton House in 1869. Also

in 1869, a store, 329 and 331 East Water, for Messrs. Rice & Fried-

man and a brick dweUing for O. McFarland, northeast corner

of Grand Avenue and 29th streets, now the residence of Col. Joseph

McBell. In 1870 a dwelling No. 70 Prospect avenue, for Royal

D. Jennings. One northwest corner of Mason street and Lake

avenue, for Edward P. Bacon (rebuilt). DweUing for John T. Gilbert,

northeast corner of Martin street and Waverly place and in 1872 and

'73. was engaged in helping re-build Chicago. In 1874 built a brick

dwelling for A. P. Kasson, present No. 524 Van Buren street, now the

residence of Louis A. Shakman, and in 1875, a brick block for

Messrs. Jewett & Sherman, southwest corner of Broadway and De-

troit streets. The Pierce & Luscomb block, Nos. 120 to 128 West

Water street. The Birchard block, 149 to 159 West Water, and re-

built the Blair & Persons store. No. 354 and 356 East Water, (now

Blair & Andree.) In 1877 the store Nos. 423 Milwaukee street, for

John C. Stevens. In 1878 one No. 425 and 427 East Water, for

Edward H. Brodhead (the Iversen store), and one Nos. 248 to 252

East Water for Fredrick Vogel, Jr., (now occupied by Bernard

Leidersdorf, as a tobacco manufactory, and south wing of the Insane

asylum at Oshkosh. In 1879 ^ dwelling for Joseph M. Holmes,

No. 421 Cass. In 1880 built the library block, northwest corner of

Grand avenue and Fourth street. A double dwelling, Nos. 135 and

137 Nineteenth street, for A. R. R. Butler, and one do., for the late

Frank Charnley, No. Twenty fourth street, northwest corner of

Twenty fourth and Cedar.

This IS a pretty good record for Mr. Foote as a master builder. He
is a first class mechanic and a first class man. Mr. Foote is of med-

ium height, compactly built, not nervous, or easily excited, looks

a project all over before he invests in it, is social in conversation and

strictly honest. He is a true friend, likes old acquaintences and

makes few new ones. He has good executive ability, and can work a
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large gang of men to good advantage. He is now a member of the

board of public works, a position he is competent to fill with credit to

himself and profit to the city.

Lost.

Lost ! Lost ! Lost ! was the heading of an article in the Sentinel

and Gazette oi May i, 1852, giving to the anxious public the sad

intelligence that some scamp, who was probably hungry, (as scamps

usually are) had stolen the meat out of the stove oven in Edward

Emery's kitchen, while the family was at church. Query. Can that

thief be saved? Mr. Emery thought not*, and what was more heart

rending. Prof. Jesse Epps of "sable" memory, had his dog poisoned

the same day. Some unregenerate scamp was mean enough to think

the dog was the thief who stole the meat?

Report.

Among the proceedings ol the common council at their meeting

held May 9, was a report from alderman \Vm. A. Prentiss against re-

funding the orders, drawn on the Fourth and Fifth ward docking and

dredging fund, also one fixing the salary of the marshal at $800 and

recommending the public square in the First ward and the river ends

of the streets in the Third ward as the proper place to hold auctions,

with a fine of $20 for holding them elsewhere. Adopted. As far

as the auction business is concerned, however, this ordinance was a

"dead letter," they sold wherever they pleased, "alle-sam-ee."

Firemen's Review.

There was a firemen's review May 17th, 254 in number compris-

ing hose company No. i, hook and ladder No. i, Juvenile hook

and ladder, Milwaukee No. i, Neptune No. 2, Oregon No. 3, Rough

and Ready (and they were righdy named) No. 4, Ocean No. 5, who

all marched to Chestnut Street bridge where they squirted, as only

those old volunteer firemen couldsquirt, burst their hose, and such

firemen-hke acts, after which they went home to blow about how

they washed each other, for a week. Gay old times the firemen used

to have on the Fourth of July, and such occasions, with their engines

decorated with banners, upon one of which would be seated as many

* This was an actual occurrence and Mr. Emery lost his dinner. .Moral—

Never leave the house alone with meal in the oven on Sunday. Too much gomg

on.
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young ladies as there was states in the Union. The handsomest

one being the " belle," and all dressed in white with wreaths of

flowers upon their heads ; it was certainly a beautiful sight, never to

be witnessed again in Milwaukee.

Water Power.

There was trouble between the millers when the water was let into

the canal after the dam was repaired this spring, and the Hydraulic

Company, Messrs. Medbery & Hoover refusing to pay full rent,

upon which the company filled up their flume with stones. This

bred a ruction and ended in the company being compelled to clear

it out again at their own' expense. The Sentinel hsid a spicy article

about it, which was replied to as follows

:

'l"HE Water Power.

Mr. Editor :

The city papers, particularly the Sentinel, seem determined to injure the busi-

ness of the canal by (alse representations. See notice in yesterday's Sentinel dind

the Democrat. Now the truth is that we have been at work these three days, dur-

ing which we have carded 500 lbs wool into rolls. And all the shops and mills

except Medbery & Hoover (who were the only ones in dispute) were at work yes-

terday.

It is very clear that the Sentinel makes up the story itself or that some one is

pulling the wool over its eyes or perhaps they got the news by the lead team.*

All hands were at work yesterday no matter what the papers say. The graveling

is being done as fast as it can be, and every load raises the water in the canal.

Neither are any of the lessees, except Medbery & Hover, quarreling with the

Canal Company. Walter Burke.

Walter Burke, mention of whom was also made in Vol. 2, page

159, was a prominent business man here for a number of years, and

in connection with his brother WiUiam, started the first wool carding

and cloth mill in Milwaukee. It occupied the site of the present

Milwaukee MiUing Company's mill on the east side of the canal and

north of Cherry Street. He was a quiet, unpretending citizen, but a

smart one, and who ever got the better of him would need to rise

pretty early in the morning. He was wide awake and as fond of

a joke as Col. Sawyer. Mr. Burke was a fine looking man. I can

^Referring to an old joke that was occasioaally played by the editors upon each

other, when one did not get the news until it was three days old, they would say

it came by the " Lead Team" (via Janesville),
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see him now as he looked in 1846, at that time a prominent Odd
Fellow. His son, the present deputy comptroller, is the exact

counterpart of his father in his personale as well as in characteristics,

and is one of the best, if not the best, accountant m the city.

The May Fest.

The festival known among the Ciermans as the " May Fest," was

celebrated this year with great pomp upon Mr. Jas. Kneeland's

grounds on Spring Street, on the 31st of May, where all sorts of

tom-foolery were gone through with, such as climbing a greased pole

fifty feet high after a snide watch, or a pair of stogy boots, suspended

from a cross-beam at the top, which one half-drunken fool attempted

to do in vain. He would get up about three feet and slide down

again. He sanded the legs of his pants, spat upon his hands, and

swore fearfully, but it was no use—it could n't be did. Chasing a

shaved and greased pig, jumping in a bag, and other foolish exploits,

all tending to improve the mind, and fit a man for congress.

Among the speakers on this occasion were the late Judge E. G.

Ryan, and Mr. Korner, (a German.) Mr. Ryan's speech fiUing two

entire columns in the Sentinel* Maj. Gen. McManman was also

in the crowd in full uniform. The purpose for which this " Fest
"

was held was to show the Americans that they were far behind the

Germans in the practice of manly sports, but it was a complete

failure. They were all, with the exception of those who were cater-

ing for votes, thoroughly disgusted with the whole affair. How it

must elevate the mind to climb a greased pole, chase a greased hog,

and jump tied up to the neck in a bag ! Big thing.

The editor of the Wisconsin, however, let himself out about a feet,

when commenting upon this affair. Hear him:

The prominent feeling that possessed us in witnessing sucii a gathering was

one of pride in our country and in our free institutions. Mere men of all nations,

and of all creeds—political, religious, and social—meet on an equal footing and

pursue the common ends of freemen—(/. e.) climb a greased pole, chase a greased

pig, or jump tied up in a bag, if they wanted to, and could. It was, he said,

* This speech was intended to make political capital for the coming fall election,

but it was a failure, as any one who will take trouble to read it will not fail to see-

Mr. Korner, being a German, might be presumed to be m sympathy with it.
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the greatest exemplification (I think that was what he called it) of the Bible

truth (viz:) that of one blood hath God made all men to dwell on the face of the

earth.

Oh, "William E.," "William E.," how could you do so, and you

not running for office.

Milwaukee was blest with a class of office seekers, in those days, who

were ready to climb a greased pole, jump in a bag—or jump into the

river, for that matter, to get yotes. They were as " ubiquitious " as

the pesky flea, and as persistent in their efforts to get a place upon

the political slate, as a wood tick is to burrow in your flesh. Had
they been half as diligent at any honest or respectable calling, they

would have been " millionaires " in ten years. Some of them are

alive to-day, with broken health and blasted reputations, wrecks in

humanity's form, upon the rocky shores of our pohtical seas. PVi//

others learn zvisdom from the lesson ? I expect not.

DuRAND & Lawrence.

John M. Durand and Judah M. Lawrence ; these gentlemen came to

Milwaukee from Keesville, N. Y., in 1850, and opened a store at

85 East Water, (now 283,) for the sale of green and dried fruits, &c.

where they remained until 1852, when they built the brick store

now No. 315 East Water, then the best store on the street, the puff

upon it in the Sentinel occupying nearly a column, where they

remained until 1856, (having added groceries to their stock in

the meantime,) when they dissolved, Mr. Lawrence retiring.

Since which time, he has been a capitalist, and out of the mercantile

business. Mr. Lawrence is in many respects a remarkable man. He
is of that class who are termed " self made " men. And his success

shows clearly that he is at all times relf reliant. He first makes up

his mind what is the best thing to do in business matters, and then

does it, utterly regardless of what others would have done or thought

he ought to have done in the premises. He is also very reticent,

particularly with strangers. He walks very slow, usually with his

eyes cast upon the ground, his head turned a little to one side, (the

right,) as if in deep thought, his eyes being half closed and apparently

oblivious to everything going on around him. This however is not

so, nothing escapes his notice when on the street or in the Chamber



MILWAUKEE UNDER THE CHARTER. 395

i| n mi Ei li
ul m ifl

of Commerce. He is one of the most conscientious men the

writer knows and could under no circumstances be induced to do a

mean act, or state what is not true, neither do I believe there is a

man in the city, who ever heard him use a profane or vulgar word.

He is at peace with all men, and intends to keep so. He has ac-

cumulated a large property, that he knows how to take care of, and

enjoys life as he goes along, in a quiet and unostentatious manner,

and although not a member of any church, pays liberally for the

support of them, as well as for every worthy charity. He has now

reached the autumn of life, and holds himself ready for a call at any

hour.

Mr. Durand is of a different mould. He is aggressive and loves

money simply for the power it gives him. He removed to Chicago,

many years ago and has become very wealthy ; but for want of an

education, cannot enjoy it as he would like to. He also I believe

has retired from active business, and is traveling in " Europe," where
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he is occasionally heard from. Mr. Lawrence always tries to do good

for its own sake. Mr. D. for notoriety's sake.

Spring St. Bridge gets out of order again this spring, upon which

Gen. King goes for it in the Sentinel; just hear his lament:

This venerable structure is, we regret to say, (he lied when he said that,) in a

very bad way. Its back is broken, it is shaky in the knees, and paralyzed in its

extremities, in fact its whole system is badly deranged. The City Fathers have

held a consultation over it, and prescribed various remedies, but all to no purpose,

it is evidently past cure. Would it not be an act of mercy to put it out of pain ?

The old thing, notwithstanding it was an eye-sore to every one,

was patched up again by the city " dads," in hopes that it would

last a while longer.

They Had to Come Down.

In order to divert the attention of the people from the " bridge,"

the Council passed an ordinance to cut oft' the awning posts on

East Water Street, which raised another row among the " tailors,"

but they had to come down.

Public vs. Private Schools. An Additional School Building

Called for.

There was an urgent call for an additional public school in the

First Ward, to be located somewhere in the vicinity of Mason and

Jefferson Streets, based upon a census made by A. W. Hatch, then

the assessor, which census shows the following facts : That while it

cost $9,540 to teach 607 in private schools, it cost only $6,600 to

teach 2,000 in the public. Comment was unnecessary.

Commercial Herald changed to the Morning News this year.

The following notice appeared :

Messrs. Daniel Shaw and Geo. Hyer, publish in yesterday's Coittmercial, the

prospectus of a new daily Democratic paper, to be called the Milwaukee Mornmg
Nezus, and to be commenced on the 15th of May, or as soon thereafter as the new

type, &c., ordered for the Neivs, come to hand. The Netvs takes the place of

the Commercial, which dies wilh the other's birth. Mr. Shaw has been reputably

connected with the democratic press in New York, and Mr. Hyer is well known

to the party in Wisconsin. We do not doubt that their joint labors will secure to

the democratic party in this city and vicinity, a much more efficient organ

than they have hitherto enjoyed.
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Applications for Office.

We commend to all applicants for office, the model style of the

public's old acquaintance, Chas. Grotke, who stands by the city

authorities so faithfully and successfully. Here is his last proposition :

" My Lords, very high Sublime Select to the Gentle Office of Council, in ihe

Chief-City Milwaukee, and especially I have reason to direct my own respectfully

recommendation of myself, to the Gentle Aldernians of the first Ward, in regard

on the Business of Tending the New Bridge of Division & Chesnut Street, I

hope of Your Gentle Kindness, to put me again in the said watch care.

I almost respectfully entreaty your real Honesty my dear Sirs of Alderman, to

grant me a monthly reward of Dollar lo, 50 cts. (it is very small in compare to

the other Bridge tending man.)

With the highest estimation, and Divine Gratulation, I wish your integrity much

health &, happy, by a very good blessed Arrangement of Jehova, & even the

whole Gentle Council to

Your obedient Servant,

CHARLES GROTKE.
Milwaukee May nth 1852.

Mr. Grotke favored the citizens with quite a number of similar

epistles in his day, he was a gem, i. e., a literary one.

The License Question.

Milwaukee's bone of contention in 1852, was the license ([uestion.*

just the same as it is to day.

It commenced in 1849, grew to the size of a riol in 1S50, and

broke out again in 1852, several meetings were held at the Milwau-

kee House, northeast corner of Main and Huron Streets, in the

month of January, 1849, from ist to 20th, at which as has already

been seen, resolutions were offered requesting the Common C'ouncd

to make those who had not paid, do so, ox else they (the (,"oun.il)

step down and out. Neither was done, however.

Celebration.

The celebration of the glorious Fourth came this year on Sunday,

and the Germans, who did most of the celebrating in those days—

the Fourth of July in particular—celebrated it on that day. A

lengthy and somewhat bitter newspaper discussion grew out of it, in

-This question hke Banquo's ghost, although often laid still would rise to

trouble its defenders, and will continue to rise until laid to rest in a proper

49



398 MILWAUKEE UNDER THE CHARTER.

which Mr, Roesler, a German patriot, who had just escaped from a

Prussian dungeon,* and some one who signed himself "Americus,"

were the combatants. The American part of the community were

justly indignant at this insult to our laws. Some pretty strong lan-

guage was made use of by " Americus," to which the Banue?' replied

in language equally chaste. The Germans, however, were not all

on the side of Mr. Roesler, as the following article will show

:

Mr. Editor :

I have been in this country seven years, and a democrat all the time. I came,

as thousands of others have done, to enjoy liberty, and expect to abide by the laws

of the land. But some of my countrymen (shame to them) are bound to resist

the laws by desecrating the Sabbath. They are a class of self rule or ruin men,

who don't believe in God, or the devil. They did all they cculd to make the

Germans celebrate on Sunday. I hope this question will be agitated until this

wicked S=)bbath breaking shall be stopped, and you will always find a large por-

tion of the Germans with you in this matter.

A German Democrat.

This discussion finally ended in a petition to the common council,

as follows

:

To the Mayor and Common Council:

The undersigned, citizens of Milwaukee, respectfully represent to your honor-

able body, that in direct contravention of the laws of Wisconsin, the endanger-

ment of public m.orals, and scandal of our order loving community, public balls

are held every Sunday night at Mozart's Hall, on Spring St. Hill, and Bieldfeldt's

Garden, in the First Ward, and at several other places in the city, and we humbly

request your honorable body to take such necessary measures as shall prevent a

repetition of it in future.

This petition was signed by over fifteen hundred of the best citi-

zens, but it availed nothing. Neither was it checked in, the least,

until Horace Chase was elected mayor, in 1862, who closed them

up, during his official term, and for doing which they never forgave

him.

These Sunday orgies are doing more to demoralize the youth of

both sexes in our city than all the other evils of the day combined.

The saloon we always had, but this was an attack upon the sanctity

* The articles of Mr. Roesler were published in the Banner and Volksfriend.

They were scandalous and should have indcited their author. Mr. Roesler's idea

of liberty was, to say the least, "un-American."



MILWAUKEE UNDER THE CHARTER. 399

of the Sabbath that the American people did not contemijlate when

they made this country a refuge for the oppressed from the old

world. What think you would have been the result had we gone to

Germany and undertaken to violate their laws ? would the govern-

ment have permitted it ? certainly not. neither should ours. This

open violation of all that Americans have been taught to hold

sacred should not be allowed. Will the politicians think of this

before it is everlastingly too late ?

Migration of Insects.

Among the wonderful sights witnessed in Milwaukee connected

with insect ology, was the migration of the dragon flies, or devil's

darning needles, as they are usually called, on the 28th of June.

Happening to go up to the lake bluff, at the head of Division Street,

on the morning of that day, I found myself surrounded by a perfect

cloud of these insects. They came from the northeast and flew to

the southwe?t. They came directly up the slope of the bank and

apparently out of the lake. There were millions of them. This

hegira lasted for two days, during which the number did not appear

to diminish in the least. Where they came from and where they

went to is to this day a conundrum, but it was certainly one of the

most wonderful sights that I ever witnessed; it beat the invasion of

toads mentioned in Vol i.

Important to Many—A Puff for North Pimni'.

In the Stmtinel oi July ist, under the above caption, we find tlie

following

:

Mr. Edito7-

:

The respective merits and prospects of the east and west sides of the Milwau-

kee River, within the city limits, (rather small at that timej has been the subject

matter of much discussion among those whose residence or business gives an

interest to their locality. North Point is destined to become a favorite building

spot, and so also is the avenue which is the continuation of Spring Street for some

three miles out. East Water Street is also a busy thoroughfare, but West Water

will be equally good, as it has all the advantages of the railroad terminus.

If this writer was not a prophet, he was pretty good at guessing.

The First Ward is a beautiful place for residences particularly the

upper portion of it, and is now fast filling up with costly dwellings,
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but it was a long time in getting into line. It will, however, be all oc-

cupied in time with the homes of the wealthy up as far as Ferny

Brae, but it cannot after all excel the west side in beauty nor for

residence property, as those living west of Eighth Street have all the

advantages of a view of the lake without the disadvantages of its

moist and chilly winter atmosphere, besides all those livmg south of

Grand Avenue have an unobstructed view of the Menomonee Val-

ley with its countless railroad trains as well as the whole southern

portion of the city, and 20 years more will make the bluff along

both sides of this valley (more particularly the north side) the most

beautiful spot on the west shore of Lake Michigan, at least such is

my prediction as to the future of this valley as the following rem-

iniscence will show.

The Menomonee Valley—Its Past, Present and Future.

When a stranger first visits Milwaukee and takes a stroll over the

higher and thickly settled portions of the city, he cannot fail to ad-

mire the beauty of the location, and, if he chance to be a business

man, to see the natural advantages it can boast over many if not all

western towns, advantages that will make it, at no distant day, the

most beautiful, as well as the most wealthy commercial emporium west

ofNew York. But while admitting this fact, he would naturally ask,

what are you going to do with those immense marshes, (more par-

ticularly the Menomonee) by which the south and west portions of

your city are cut in twain, that is even to-day, although dotted here

and there with the marks ofciviHzation and improvement, nominally

as completely in a state ofnature as it was forty years ago, in fact a foul

and fathomless abyss ofmud and water, and in place ofgrowing better,

is rapidly growing worse, in consequence of the filth poured into it

from the slaughtering establishments with which it is adorned, as-

sisted by our splendid sewerage system, and such is the magnitude

that had it been located on the other side of the lake it would have

bred sufficient fever and ague to have shaken the hair off the heads

of every man, woman and child in the Peninsular state inside of

thirty days. Now I am not surprised that this problem should have

presented itself first and foremost to a stranger, for its solution was

an ever present conundrum to all the thinking portion of our own
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people up to the last fifteen years, since which time most of tlie present

improvements have been made. And as several have expressed a

wish to know how soon (if ever) this marsh would be filled and

made available for business, I have concluded to tell them (in con-

fidence) all about it. The laws that govern trade and commerce, are

as arbitrary as are those of nature, consequently, this marsh which

so nearly resembles that famous Florida plantation (upon which its

owner claimed to have raised 200 bushels of frogs to the acre and

alligators enough to fence it) and that could not have been sold or

given away forty years ago, had it not been included within the

section lines which bounded the adjoining hill sides has come at last

into favor. The Hon. E. D. Holton, the Burnhams and a few others,

thinking they saw a bonanza hidden beneath its murky depths,

went in a few years since and obtained possession of a small

portion of it for a song, and are happy. And now this unsightly

place, the ancient home of the muskrat and the snapping turtle,

(C-serpentinus) specimens of which have been caught there weighing

fifty pounds ; the mud hen (or coot) the filthiest of all American

water fowl ; the bittern, whose euphonious American cognomen was

such a puzzle to Johnny Crapo, and that frisky little yellow-legged

water bird, the rail, (raUus carolinus,) who in the amount of noise he

can make, and his ability to dodge, so much resembles the politician

—a place where wild geese used to congregate by the thousands and

ducks by the million, and oft' from whence I have seen them rise in

flocks that fairly darkened the sun ; that store house from whence

the red man was accustomed to draw most of his supplies, from out

whose sedges it was a daily occurrence, in the olden time, to see

Paul Vieu, or Tee-pa-kee-nee-nee (alias Capt. Morgan) emerge with a

hundred ducks apiece, the product of a morning's hunt within its

hidden recesses, and from whence many an unsophistocated )outh

of Calvinistic proclivities has on account of the idiosyncrasy of his

canoe (and his own inexperience in its management) returned a deep

water Baptist,* to his great disgust ; and where the fish that came on

* This was a great place for duck shooting, and many a ducking has been taken

there by the upsetting of the canoes of the unsophisticated youths (and some of

the sophisticated ones too), l;y turning partly round in order to hit the tleeing bird

when rising. And there are probably fifty guns buried in Us oozy depths that xvill

never be recovered.
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it in the spring months could be taken by the cart-load—is soon to

put on new apparel, and not only become a center of business but

in some sense a thing of beauty.

Geologically speaking, that was the " eocine " period, the present

is the " miocene," and the " pliocene," upon which it is about enter-

ing, will make it, like the adjoining hill sides, a place where man can

dwell and labor.

Twenty years more, with the present rapid march of improvement,

will not only obHterate every trace of its former condition, but will

convert it into the most valuable business property in the city.

Within that time Burnham's canal will have been extended up and

beyond the present cut-oft' and cattle yard and will become the main

outlet of the Menomonee.

Upon its southern bank will be located lumber, coal and wood

yards (the brick yards will probably have disappeared) planing mills,

etc., while the one next north, upon which stands the present ele-

vator E, will also have been extended up to the cut-oft' upon which

an additional number of elevators will be built when needed, leaving

the space between these two canals to be occupied as now with

tracks for passenger trains. The intervening space between the

last mentioned canal and the present Roger's canal will at that

time all be in possession of the Milwaukee & St. Paul Railroad Com-

pany. The slaughtering establishments and the shipyard will have

been removed to more convenient quarters, and the whole inter-

vening space between these canals from the cut-off to the present

elevator A, will have been filled up and covered with tracks for

freight trains. The Rogers canal may perhaps be extended west

to near the cut-off", in order to obtain more room for lumber and

coal yards, and connect with the "other by a transverse cut. This

done, the whole marsh will have become one of the most convenient

and mammoth railroad yards in the west, and, taken in connection

with the magnificent shops recently erected above the cut-off,

will afford a panorama unequaled. The bluffs upon both sides

will then have more than doubled in value. Their tops will have

been cut sufiicient to bring the streets leading north and south of an

easy grade, while viaducts will connect the Fourth and Eighth Wards,

leaving the entire valley clear for the passage of the two hundred and
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fifty or more trains that will enter the city daily by that route alone

when that time shall have come against eighty that enter to-day.

Along these bluffs will be seen many beautiful and costly dwellings,

the abodes of wealth and refinement, for notwithstanding that (jur

city contains many wealthy men it will contain many (Mr. Mitchell

and one or two others excepted) that will be much wealthier twenty

years from now, who will vie with each other in the costliness of their

dweUings and style of living, and who will crown these liill sides with

every thing beautiful that money can buy.

Such will be the appearance of the present Menomonee \alley in

1900. In place of storing 3,000,000 or 4,000,000 bushels of wheat,

we shall store 10,000,000; in the slaughtering of hogs we shall rival

Chicago ; in place of being dependent mosdy upon Iowa and Min-

nesota for wheat and pork as now, the whole region to the Rocky

Mountains will pay us tribute ; our population will then have reached

250,000, and our railroads (if we are true to our own interests) will

connect us with every part of this broad land, and Milwaukee will

be in fact, what she is already m name, the Queen City of the Lakes.

Invasion.

A second invasion of batrachians, (toads,) occurred July 28.

They were like grasshoppers for multitude for a few hours, when

they all disappeared as silently as they came.

First Gas Main Laid in the Rivkk.

The East and West sides were connected with a gas main laid up-

on the bottom of the river at Wisconsin Street, this year, August 19.

The main was of boiler iron, manufactured by John Cummings and

put into place by S. H. Martin. A young German lad named Frank

Batz, was accidently killed by the falling of a derrick used in laying

down this main.

Astronomy.

July, 1852, had two full moons, the istand 3odi a coincidence that

has not occurred before since 1776, when it occurred on the same

day.

P. S. This was not filched from Prof. Ivroeger's Almanac
;

he

does not know it yet

.
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Eight hundred and sixty-five more voters made this year, for a $i

each, just before election. One hundred and eighty-eight Whigs and

six hundred and seventy-seven Democrats. How is thatfor high?

Young's Hall Rebuilt.

The hre in February last, which destroyed the large and handsome

brick block, then just completed, on the corner of Wisconsin and Main

streets, was a serious calamity to the enterprising owner, Mr. W. P. Young.

Although he lost heavily by the disaster, he went to work to rebuild the block, and

one-half is now nearly finished. In the second story of the new building is

" Young's Hall," a spacious and elegant apartment, exceedingly well adapted

to concerts, brJls, lectures, &c., and other public entertainments. The hall is I20

feet length, 50 feet in width, and 24 feet from floor to ceiling. A large stage oc-

cupies one end and a spacious gallery the other. It is to be lit with gas, two

splendid chandeliers having been provided for that purpose. The Hall is about

ready for occupation, and will be extensively " patronized " during the winter.

We hear that Engine Company No. i proposes to give their second annual ball

there on Christmas Eve.

Milwaukee's First Depot.

In the Wisconsin of August 19, 1852, is a mention of the erection

oi the " depot," at the foot of Second street, for the then Milwaukee

& Prairie du Chien Railroad, now a part of the Chicago, Milwaukee

& St. Paul. This was the first " passenger depot " ever erected in

the State, and has a history. It was looked upon with pride at this

time, as not only a wonderful piece of architectural skill, but also as

an indication of what might be expected of the Company in the coming

years. It was upon the platform of this Uttle building, that the Mil-

waukeans were wont to congregate to witness the arrival and depart-

ure of the one daily passenger train, the neucleus of the present

mammoth corporation, or to take a seat in the cars for Janesville or

Madison themselves. It was a Hvely place, as the business of the

road increased in volume, until the change of ownership, as well as

the change of the business center, took the trains to the "South Side,"

after which like a lone pine in a deserted field, it was alone in that

half abandoned yard, as a memento of where stood the first passen-

ger train in the State, started on its journey to the Mississippi. It

was finally converted in a freight office and used as such until the

completion of the present mammoth warehouse and office on Fowler

St. in 1883, after which it was removed to the East Side of Second
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Street, directly in rear of No. 31 West Water street, and converted

into an office for John Bailey, master car builder on the Chicago,

Milwaukee & St. Paul Railway, by whom it is occupied to-day.

What memories cling around this old building, the removal of which

obliterated the last of the early railroad buildings, all but this having

disappeared long ago. Here Edwin Bridgeman, the first conductor

in the State, began his railroad life. Here Sherburne S. Merrill, the

present general manager of the now mammoth corporation, began,

at the foot of the ladder as the conductor of a gravel train, in 1851.

Here Edward H. Brodhead began as superintendent, in 1852. Here

Hubbard C. Atkins,* late general superintendent of the La Crosse,

Prairie du Chien the Milwaukee and Chicago and Chicago & Coun-

cil Bluffs Divisions, Lewis B. Rock, of the Northern, FXaniel A. Olin,

Racine & Southwestern, George W. Sanborn of the Iowa, Dakota &

Omaha Divisions, all commenced their railroad life, at the foot of the

ladder. Also Edwin C. Brown, superintendent of the Milwaukee Cen-

tral and the Michigan Southern, and Sherburne Sanborn, the present

superintendent of the Winona & St. Peter Branch of the Chicago &

North-Western, are both graduates from this first depot. Here Ed-

ward Emery sold candy, two sdcks for a cent apiece, and Johnny

Mitchell, answered " divil a knoiv I know" to neady e\ery (question

asked him.t

Let us hope that the Railroad Company will keep this old first

depot in good repair, and that its time-honored walls shall never be

disgraced by bemg converted into a rag store or a saloon.

|

Bold Cheek.

About the coolest case of cheek that ever occurred here, was in

the case of Chas. Lee, who was arrested for setdng fire to Jas. l.ud-

ington's Lumber yard, August 12, asking Mr. Ludington to go his

bail. Was 11' t this cool ?

*This well known and popular Railroad Superintendent died at La Crosse,

April 13, 1884. A sketch of Mr. Atkins will appear in volume IV, oF this series.

th.hnny Mitchell, (commonlv called Paddy Mitchell,) was the first porter at

this" depot, and I think the last! It was a custom with h.m when bothered w, h

questions and he in a hurry, to give the answer above, in true Celtic brogue, lie

is yet alive but very old.

tThis depot was about 20x70 feet, the projecting eaves in vogue at the present

day, upon all that class of building. These have been cut down when it was con-

erted into an office, as above stated.
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A Relic of the Olden Time.

During the spring of 1852 the workingmen excavating the trench through

East Water Street, for the gas pipes, came upon the remains of an old

log shanty, the first building erected in Milwaukee. Several good solid

pieces of oak puncheons were taken out. We understand that they formed the

east end of the building. A row of them followed the trench for some distance

directly in front of George Dyer's store. No. 211 East Water street. The accumula-

tions of years had covered them with some three feet of gravel. Since those tim-

bers were set in the ground, what changes have taken place in the scene ! Then

the trader met his Indian customers and dickered and bartered with them and

made up his packs. Anon he welcomed the early settlers as they at first came

straggling and then pouring in. So time rolled away—no long time either—and

the hand of improvement has long ago covered up all traces of the first shanty
;

but a city of 25,000 thousand inhabitants, busy, thriving and growing, stands

where the first settler waited for his Indian customers.

This was no doubr a part of the foundation of Mr. Juneau's ware-

house but not the first building erected in Milwaukee by any means.

Railroad Meeting.

There was a railroad meeting, (see annexed) at which Hans

Crocker was president, and W. A. Prentiss and T. L. Ogden, secre-

taries.

A meeting of the citizens of Milwaukee will be held on the evening of Sept. 6,

at the Market Hall, at 7 o'clock, to take into consideration the propriety of a loan

of the credit of the city for furthering the construction of the Milwaukee & La

Crosse Railroad. A full attendance is requested.

D. H. Chandler,
RuFus King,
S. E. FOOTE,
Williams Lee,

Jas. H. Paine,
Committee.

Of the proceedings, it is sufficient to say, that after the subject had

been thoroughly discussed, by Alex. Mitchell, D. A. J. Upham,

Frank Randall, Jas. S. Brown, against; and by Jas. H. Paine, Byron

Kilbourn, and Myron H. Orton, for; the motion to loan was lost.

A committee, however, consisting of Alex. Mitchell, Kilbourn,

Upham, Horner and Walker, was appointed to draft resolutions ex-

pressive of the sense of the meeting, who reported as follows

:

Resolved, That we deem it inexpedient, at this time, to recommend to the city

to loan its credit, in aid of the construction of the La Crosse & Milwaukee
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Railroad, or to ask the Common Council to submit any question bearing upon that

subject to the people. Carried.

Mr. Upham however, made a minority report consisting of two

resolutions in favor of loaning the city credit, <S:c., and asking that

this Road be placed upon the same footing as the Lake Shore &
Fond du Lac, (to be voted for on the gth inst.) Lost. The vote

on the 9th was as follows

:

The Fond du Lac & Lake Shore : For : First'Ward, 360 ; Second,

190; Third, 273; Fourth, 102; Fifth, 225; total, 1,110. Against:

First Ward, 19; Second, 21; Third, 55; Fourth, o; Fifth, 3 ; total,

97; majority for, 1,012.

This vote proved a costly one for Milwaukee, as the roads were

not all built, but the bonds have been paid.

Milwaukee Academy, built this year, by Messrs. Dixon and Rich-

ardson, northeast corner of Milwaukee and Mason streets, opened

Oct. 4, burned Dec. 22, 1853. It was occupied then by Daniel M.

Dixon and J. C. Warren, Mr. Richardson having retired.

School Census.

The census of the childrei:i between 4 and 20 years of age, resid-

ing in the city, on the 3d of August last, which the law requires to

be made, has just been completed, and shows an increase of 649

during the last year.

This is a larger increase in the census than has been anticipated,

but the returns have been very carefully collected by trustworthy and

coiTipetent men. We annex the following returns

:

Males. Females. Total.

First Ward 998 1,155 2,153

Second Ward 9^3 838 1,801

ThirdWard 559 528 1,087

Fourth Ward 359 337 696

FifthWard 360 3^6 ' 726

Totals 3.239 3.244 6,463

In 1851, it was 5.814

Increase "•'9

That census revealed the following facts, viz

:

1st. That there are only 15 more boys in the city than girls.

2d. That in the First Ward the girls are 150 ahead. That in the Second Ward

the boys are 125 ahead. And that in the Third and Fourth Wards the boys are

15 per cent, ahead.
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Fun.

An amusing scene took place yesterday (September 9) on East

Water Street, between a debtor who would not pay, and a creditor

who wanted his pay. The latter personage expressed a determina-

tion to have " brains," or money, and as the debtor did not appear

to have any of that commodity to spare, there was a row. They

fought and fought, until finally the crowd interfered and the debtor

skipped.

Alfred Johnson, city clerk, died October 4, and was succeeded by

S. C. West. This gentleman was a large, fine looking man, and a

good accountant, but whisky got the better of him, and he went to

the dogs in the prime of hfe leavmg a wife, now Mrs. F. Hauieman.

West Water Street was planked this year from Spring Street to the

Milwaukee & Mississippi depot. In putting down the water pipe

this year (1883) the workmen came upon this old plank road some

four feet below the present grade. These plank (which were of oak)

were jn a semi-petrified condition.

. John M. W. Lace Killed.

John M. W. Lace was shot this year, Oct. 11, while standing upon

the sidewalk on Wisconsin Street, a few steps west of the First

National Bank, by Mary Anne Wheeler, a young woman whom he

had ruined. This affair caused great excitement in the community,

as well as great expense to the county. There were two trials, the

jury not agreeing at the first, but upon the second trial she was

cleared on the ground of justifiable homicide.

John M. W. Lace, who, I believe, came to Milwaukee from Min-

eral Point, was a bold, bad man ; and his sad end, although a crime

in law, was justifiable on the ground that he ruined the girl, and

then refused to right the wrong.

New Locomotive Menomonee built, see annexed :

Our Mn.WAUKEE Locomotive.

The Locomotive Menovionee, built by Walton & Co., at the Menomonee

Foundry in the P'ifth Ward, the first one manufactured there, was put in motion

on the trade on Saturday, and performed to the complete satisfaction of all con-

cerned. We note the fact with no little pride, that here, in Milwaukee, has been

built the first locomotive west of Cleveland. It weighs 26 tons, is built with the
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boiler hanging high, and the working gear beneath—is well built in every part,

and does very great credit to the establishment from which it comes, while it will

be an important addition to the motive power of the railroad.

Political.

The political horizon was luminous this fall

:

The election resulted as follows

:

Legislature were, to the Senate : D. C. Keed and F. Huehsclimann.

Assembly : Ch. Cain, Joseph A. Phelps, Wallace W. Graham, John L. Ilurn-

ham, Edward Masse, Valentine Kusel and Wm. Beck.

Officers of Milwaukee County.

County Judge— Horatio N. Wells. '

Clerk of the Court—Matthew Keenan.

Sheriff—H. L. Page.

Under Sheriff—S. S. Conover.

Deputy Sheriff—Wm. Wedemeyer.
" " John Mitchell.

" " A. Seifert.

Wm Beck.

Prosecuting Attorney—A. R. R. Butler.

Register of Deeds—C. J. Kern.

Treasurer—G. M. Fitzgerald.

Clerk Board of Supervisors—A. Bade.

Surveyor—John Gregory.

Coroner—Timothy O'Brien.

Milwaukee Gas Light Company.

This corporation, whose success has been remarkable, was chartered

January 3, 1852, although a contract had been made by the city

with John Lockwood, June 6, 1851, to erect such works, in anticipa-

tion of such charter being granted. This charter was a very liberal

one, as such charters always are to every new enterprise. The

charter members, (or as they were called the trustees,) to whom it

was first granted, were John Lockwood, Wm. P. Lynde, James

Kneeland, James H. Rogers, and David P. Hull.

The works were completed in 1852. The gas being let on for the

first time August 23, of that year. In speaking of which the

Sentinel had the following :

The Gas.

The city was lighted last night. Most of the forenoon the burners were ar

work in the stores, helping the air out of the pipes. At night riie gas was turned
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on, and the lamps were lighted, and made a brilliant illumination in the streets.

In the stores, the burners did not do full duty, but in a day or two, the bluish ap-

pearance caused by air in the pipes, will yive way to the clear white light.

Young's Hall was in a blaze of light, and a very pleasant party of invited guests

partook of the hospitality of Mr. Lockwood, the manager of the works.

Blown Up.

The works were blown up on the 15th, through the carelessness

of some " Handy Andy," whose curiousity led him to open the stop-

cock in the purifying room, whereby the room was soon filled with

gas, which by coming in contact with a lighted candle, caused an

explosion that blew out all one side of the building. The wall was

quickly put up again, and all was ready by the 23d, when the gas

was let on as stated above. But the formal opening was celebrated

at Young's Hall, November 6th, D. A. J. Upham, presiding. This

was a grand affair—supper, speeches, toasts and songs.

Probably no stock ever owned in Milwaukee, (not excepting the

Exposition stock,) has ever paid as large returns, as has this gas

stock, and a capitalist in want of investment might as well hunt for

a needle in the haymow as for any of this stock. It is not for sale.

It had its troubles at first, through the dishonesty (or rascality) call it

what you please, of its first superintendent, M, W. Clark, and of its

secretary, Mr. Irons. But it outlived all its diseases, and is a very

healthy concern to-day; several attempts have been made to put a com-

petitor in the field, but only in one instance did it succeed, viz : the

south side "Gas Works," located on Reed Street; this attempt was a

complete failure, and the works are now used as a foundry. The

old company " held the fort," and are likely to for several years to

come. Gas costs money, the company has money, and money is

power.

Incorrigible.

Under the above heading we find the following in relation to Reed

Street

:

Some days since we hinted a wish, that some alderman from the Fifth Ward
might be obliged to pass through the mud, between the IMenomonee River and

Lake Street, hoping that such an adventure might induce him to repair the side-

walks. Well, yestesday, after trudging through a spot in that locality, we encoun-

tered one of them, carrying a couple of window sash. Just at the spot where the
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plank walk terminates in a profound abyss, in front of where we stood. Said our
official friend: " See here, when you come into the Fifth Ward you find walks like

this—(pointing north) that is in the Fourth Ward." We did not lift up our
voice and weep, it would have been of no use, but, digging oflf the mud. we
mused upon the unaccountable stupidity which, instead of making the Menomo-
nee River the boundary line of the Ward,* made it an imaginary one, so that the

aldermen from two Wards would have to agree (an unheard of thing) before any
repairs could be made on the street. And as we stood musing, our aJdermanic

friend with the sash went hurrying, stnggering and plowing through the mud,
northward, while, at the same time, a man on a gray pony yelled for help, as lie

sank nearly out of sight in that fathomless abyss of mud and water. We give

that road up as a bad job.

—

Mikvaitkee Sentinel, Nov. 26, iSj2.

This was replied to in the Sentinel, of the 30th, as follows

:

Mr. Editor:

I noticed, a few days since, a humorous article in your paper in reference to an

aldeiman about to take a leap from the plank walk in the Fifth Ward into the bot-

tomless pit of mud in the Fourth Ward, which you had just passed through.

Now ail I have to say about that alderman, with the two casements of sash upon

his shoulder, is that he really had a bad time of it, 1 assure you. and if he had not

himself blamed his neighbors so many times, and felt so keenly the smart of the

lash that is laid upon him by every one that is engaged in the transportation of

goods over that street, either by cart or back load, he would have marched up to

the Fourth Ward alderman and commenced abusing him for not making their side-

walks. He might also have made some noise about that " Menomonee Bridge."

But as that belongs to the county, and they in conjunction with the bridge com-

mittee have to care for it, it would not do to speak of it in connection with the

two other beautiful structures (Spring Street and Walker's Point) which the city

owns. But to return to the mud. Really, Mr. Editor, I am glad that the people

generally believe that all the mud and marsh south of the Menomonee River

belongs to the Fifth Ward, for it has a tendency to bring us into notice. And it

is high time that we should be noticed, for in the first place we were some years

behind the rest of the city in having our titles perfected, and it has taken us sev-

eral years more to get over the shock caused by the firing of cannon when the

announcement was made that the pre-emption was obtained.

It may be a matter of interest to some of the people of the city to know just

where the Fifth Ward is located, and something of the soil and productions.

Some of the old residents know it as Walker's Point, but as Col. Walker has

walked out into the Third Ward, we now call it the Fiftli Ward of the Ciiy of

Milwaukee.

The soil in this Ward is clay, sand, black-muck and marsh. The products are

*The folly would have been in making it such, as the serpentine course of this

modern "Lethe" will soon be obliterated.
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bricks, suckers, bull-frogs, aldermen, and candidates for the Assembly. And, in

conclusion, allow me to say for this Ward, that we invite emigration to it of indus-

trious, wholesome citizens. 'J"o all such we say come, without money if you have

none, but if you have money bring that, for we can relieve you of it at short

notice.

If you wish to engage in the manufacture of brick, we have an abundance of the

raw material, even of that kind that makes the bricks you carry in your hat, all

over the Ward.

But to those who wish to engage in the manufacture of brown earthen ware,

1 will say, that a better or stronger article of clay can be found in the First Ward.

If any one should desire any further information in reference to our Ward, just

call upon either of the aldermen and they will furnish it.

Oh, who would not be an alderman!

This was S. H. Martin.

New Firm.

Russell Sage, Chas. H. Wheeler* & Hiram Sherman were in the

old Sweet elevator, successors to D. C. Reed & Co.

First ice formed this year, November i6.

Milwaukee & Mississippi Railroad opened to Whitewater, ^2, miles,

November 30, 1-852.

Congressional Election.

The contest for member of Congress this year, resulted in the

election of Daniel Wells, Jr., over Charles Durkee. The canvass was

a very spirited one, the Bank question being one of the prime fac-

tors upon which the vote turned.

The vote of the city was as follows

:

First ward for, 1003 ; second, 549 ; third, 551 ; fourth, 408 ; fifth,

455. Total 2966. Against first, 16; second, 6; third, 3; fourth, 7;

fifth, 7. Total 39; majority for, 2927.

Showing conclusively that the people wanted Banks if nothing

else.

War.

In the Wisconsin, of Nov. 8, was an account of the Kilkenny fight

between Billy O'Flamington and Daniel McGraw, of this city, grow-

ing out of a political dispute, concerning the late Maj. Gen. Winfield

Scott's abilities as a warrior, during the late unpleasantness, between

this country and Mexico. The correspondence here given is merely

*Died August I3, 1882.
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descriptive of the fight and reconcihation, and is entitled a reconcili-

atory correspondence.

Mr. Editor : We are happy to stale to the expectant public, that the (lifTi-

culties " betune" Daniel McGraw and Billy O'Flamington, growing out of an

exciting political dispute, are all amicably arranged, and now that the cause is re-

moved, by mutual concessions on both sides, (as will be seen further on,) all is

once more " quiet on the Totomac."* The cause of the war was this :

Mr. McGraw who is an enthusiastic Pierce man, had said : That Gen. Scott

peppered his soup, more than he did the Mexicans. Billy, who was an enthusi-

astic Scott volunteer, the last time Scott led the charge to dinner, warmly denied

the foul expression, upon which, Dan asked Billy how he knew, to which Billy

replied in a tone of mingled defiance and scorn, " be-dad I'll show yees." At

which both started spontenaciouslyf for Spring St. Hill, for an adjustment of the

difficulty according to the rules laid down in " Hoyle's hand-book." No sooner how-

ever, had the two belligerents reached the center of Spring St. Bridge, and out of

the jurisdiction of both justices. Smith and Hamilton, and fairly on neutral

ground, than Billy, ignoring the usual courtesies in vogue among " naval pugil-

ists," of backing their main yard, and firing a shot to leeward as a signal that

time was up, lent Dan a "slathering" calamity right athwart his figure head,

which nearly knocked him off the bridge, before Dan (who had the wind on the

quai;er, and was running free with his starboard tacks aboard,) could fly his

sheets and square his yards for action. J He soon however, came head to wind,

and poured a broadside into his antagonist which stove in lii^ forepeak, completely

closing Billy's larboard head-light, and carrying away the stnrlu ard section of his

shirt collar. Billy then luffed, and Dan. prepared to board, when neutral powers

interfered, (the combatants having drifted into foreign waters,) and a calm ensued.

It was of short duration however, for no sooner had the smoke of the battle

cleared off a little, than Billy attempted to run his antagonist down, and leave no

vestige of the wreck behind. He accordingly put his helm hard a-port, squared

his yards, and struck Dan amid-ships with such force as to carry away all his

standing rigging, when his mainsail came down by the run, leaving his spars en-

tirely destitute of canvas, which impeded his action materially. He soon brought

up again however, set his canvas, ported his helm, and gave Billy another broad-

side, when Billy bore up with the intention to board, which gave Dan. an oppor-

tunity to bring his "Long Tom " to bear upon Billy's stern, which sprung his keel

to such an extent, as to cause a big leakage in the " main hold," when neutral

powers again interfered, and both combatants were towed into port and placed in

Admiral John White's County dry dock for repairs.

*l'his phrase is a borrowed one, as it did not come into use until the Rebellion.

fA Western slang phrase.

jAs this battle was fought over the water, it being on Spring St. Bridge, it will

be reported in nautical language.

51
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The friends of the combatants, who by the way, were all deeply

interested in the result, were fearful that if the parties were let out of

quarantine, hostilities would again be renewed, are all happy to learn

that the war is ended, and that a treaty of peace has been signed, as

the following correspondence fully proves :

Cell No. i, in durance vile, Milwaukee, Nov. 5, 1852.

Dan. McGraw, Es(j. :

Sir : I understand that you sent to borry my soup spoon this morning, during

the hours I appropriated to repose. Such evidences of friendly feehng touch my
heart, and are duly appreciated by me. I felt myself hurt by your remark addressed

to the memory of my late friend Gen. Scott. My spoon is at your service. Have

yees' any good tebaccy ?

Yours Respectfully,

Billy O'Flamington.

Answer.

Cell No. 2, Same Place, Nov. 5, 1852.

To Billy O'Flamington,

Sir : In reply to your very considerate note, I have to inform you that I am

out of tebaccy. I am obliged by your kind offer of the spoon, but have learned

to ate mee soup wid a fork. It is proper for me to state that my charge against

Gen. Scott, which you took in such high dudgeon, was simply an inference drawn

from the length of the time he waited for his soup to cool. It struck me that it

must surely have been over peppered, I therefore regarded your assault as per-

sonally insulting.

Very Respectfully Yours,

U. McGraw.

Cell No. i. Same Place, Nov. 5, 1852.

D. McGraw, Esq. :

Sir : You were mistaken in your premises, and therefore not to blame for

your conclusions. It was hot weather instead of hot pepper that retarded the

cooling of Gen. Scott's soup. Allow me to assure you that I had no intention of

breaking your suspenders, or disarranging your habiliments. Sheriff White has

kindly favored me with some tebaccy, half of which I send you.

Respectfully Yours,

Billy O'Flamington.

Cell No. 2, Same Place, Nov. 5, 1852.

To Billy O'Flamington, Esq. :

Dear Sir : Your magnanimity upsets me. I accept your tebaccy witli many

thanks, and in considering everything that has occurred between us, in a Pick-

wickian sense, I therefore withdraw the offensive language against your friend
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Gen. Scott, and with Sherifif White's permission, shall he happy to have yees jine

me at tea at 6}^ P. M.

Most Affectionately Yours,

D. McGraw.
P. S.—Will ye lend me the loan of yer spoon to-morrow morning.

D. McG.

New Firm.

Goodrich & Vosburg successors to J. R. Treat.

Correction.

On page 321, it was stated when sketching the ship chandlery of

G. D. Norris & Co., that the old Helfenstein warehouse foot of

Main St., (Broadway,) was burnt. This was an oversight, it was the

sheds adjoining on the west and not the warehouse that was burnt.

The old landmark is still there, and is the property of Jas. A. IJryden.



CHAPTER VII.

i8S3-

C)pening Address— Railroad Meeting at Gardner's Hall—do. City Hall—Milwau.
kee & Mississippi Railroad open to Janesville—Weather— Wisconsin Leather
Company—An Elegant Store—Lester Sexton— Niedecken & Sons—John
Mitchell— Dutcher, Hall & Goodrich—Mass Meeting—Election—Mills and
Manufacturers—Builduigs—A Lull Jail—Water Works—School—Suicide

—

Health Insurance—Hiram F. Story—Council—Fond du Lac depot located

—

Railroad Riot—Impeachment Trial— Bridges—Consecration of St. John's
Cathedral—J. A. Pirie—M. Steever—Chas. H. Perkins—H. H. Camp

—

Railroad Earnings—Political—Scenes at Election—John White—The Cross
Keys—Stimson & Daily.

The commencement of 1853 was stormy, both politically and

financially. A bitter railroad war had sprung up between the

directors (or at least a portion of them) of the Milwaukee & Missis-

sippi Railroad, then just fairly started, and Mr. Kilbourn, on

account of the latter having " bolted the track," so to speak, as to

the Milwaukee & Mississippi road, in the construction of which up

to that time, (or a short time previous,) he had been the power behind

the throne, and his attempts to get the city committed wholly to the

construction of his new " protege," the Milwaukee & LaCrosse road,

and thus the war went on. A stormy session was witnessed at the

great railroad meeting, held at Gardner's Hall, January 3, on which

occasion Messrs. Kilbourn, R. N. Messenger, Moses M. Strong,

John H. Tweedy, Hans Crocker, Jas. S. Brown, Asahel Finch, Jr.,

Levi Blossom, and Sherman M. Booth, all ventilated their grievances,

pro and con. Mr. Kilbourn wanted the city to become " god

father" to his new scheme—the Milwaukee & LaCrosse Railroad

—

while Blossom blowed for the Lake Shore & Green Bay Railroad

(the present Chicago & Northwestern, in the inception of which

he was the moving spirit and owned their charter, virtually).

Some wanted to invest all the city's spare change and bond her

besides, in aid of their individual pets, while others, Mr. Mitchell in
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particular, being less excited and having more at stake, thought the

city had better go slow, as notwithstanding the ease with which rail-

roads could be built on paper, it took money, and a large amount of

it too, to build them on the ground, and that the tax payers would

find it an easier matter to vote it than to get it.

Railroad building was having a boom in 1853, and although the

people were not quite willing as yet to grant all these prospective

roads wanted, yet they did it in the end, and dearly have they paid

for it.

A resolution was offered at this meeting in Gardner's Hall, by Mr.

Kilbourn, which, had it passed, would have accomplislied all he

wanted, viz : to have the late Levi fJlossom (who was chairman of

the meeting) cast the railroad vote for the city, which he. Blossom,

declared carried. A division of the house, however, was called for,

which showed that it was defeated two to one. Upon which Kil-

bourn withdrew and issued a call for a meeting at the Market Hall,

at which a committee, consisting of Chas. K. Watkins, Garret Vliet,

Wm. Stupensky, B. Klien, and Duncan C. Reed, reported a set of

resolutions strongly in favor of loaning the city credit to the LaCrosse

& Milwaukee Railroad, which were of course adopted.* The prin-

cipal speakers were Chas. K. Watkins and Moses M. Strong. The

officers of this meeting were D. A. J. Upham, president; Francis

Huebschmann, vice-president; August Kroenor and A. R. R. Butler,

secretaries.

The Ross murder, as well as the trial and escape of Ratcliff, had

also been the cause of much excitement, particularly the verdict, at

which the people felt so indignant, that they were upon the point of

marching to the jail, and lynching RatcHft; (a thing they ought to

have done, and then lynched the jury,) as an atonement for the out-

raged laws, when the trumpet toned voice of Booth,t was heard

* This vote was rejected at the next session of the Council

*Of all the public acts that Sherman M. Booth ever performed, this certainly was

the grandest. For ahhough in justice the lynching of KatclitT would have been a

good deed, yet it is always dangerous for the public to take such a course.lo vmdicate

the outraged laws. His crime was a horrible one, ^^W r? <r«rj-<' seemed to follow

the individual members of this jury, from that day forth. One of them stated

to the writer on the day of the acquittal, that he would give his farm if he could

recall his part in that accursed verdict. He subsequently sold that farm and went

to Cahfornia. He could not stay here. But the face of -Mr. Booth a-, he stood

upon that balcony, while addressing the crowd below, often comes to mind when

passing the place, even ncnv. It luas grand.
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from the balcony of the Kirby House, from where he spoke a few

moments to the excited crowd, with such effect, as to prevent it.

And it was through the machinations of one of this same jury, Wil-

Ham K. Wilson, that brought about the impeachment of Judge

Hubbell. In fact, 1853 was remarkable for political cyclones, grow-

ing out of the unusual pohtical disturbance of the times.

But to return. The meeting at Gardner's Hall, was commented

upon in the Senti/iel, by Gen. King, in a very able manner, January

6th, which paper also contained the proceedings of the meeting held

at the Market Hall, (the present Gity Hall,) in the interest of the

Milwaukee and La Crosse Railway,* at which the usual amount of

stereotyped bombast was fired off by those who were already directors

in the new road, or hoped to be in a. few days.

The following allusion to this meeting at the Market Hall, made

by one who styles himself a looker on expresses something of the

feeUng against Mr. Kilbourn at that time, by some of his former

friends and associates in the starting of the Milwaukee & Mississippi

Railroad, as well as by the people at large. It was as follows

:

Messrs. Eihtors : I have read the appeal of Byron Kilbourn, to the Com-

mon Council and to the people of Milvvaukee,f and find that he is much frightened,

lest the "Jenny Lind Club," shall get control of all the railroads in the State

and ruin the city, as well as the State also. He says, beware of the "Jerry Lin-

ders,'' and invokes the Common Council to come to his aid, in these very trouble-

some times.

The appeal will be likely to have great influence with that body, when they

take into consideration that no longer ago, than Friday evening he charged the

members of that body, with being bought up with feasts of oysters and brandy,

at the Belden Home Saloon. "Oh beware of the Jenny Lind Club, Mr. Byron

Kilbourn. "J
A Looker on.

*It was at this time, or shortly before, that Mr. Kilbourn was put out or went
out from the Board of Directors of the Milwaukee & Mississippi Road, and started
the La Crosse. And it was for the purpose of getting control of this meeting at

Gardner's Hall, which had been called solely in intent of the Milwaukee & Miss-
issippi—that he and his followers came there, their object being to get the city to

vote a loan to the La Crosse Road. Hut upon being defeated in this attempt, he
called the meeting at the Market Hall, as stated in the text, claiming that it was
a call of the people, (which it was of the people of the west side,) and at which
of course they had it all their own way.

fMr. Kilbourn had issued a call for the people at large as well as the Council
to come over to " Macedonia," and helphira start the La Crosse Road.

JThe feeling at this time against Mr. Kilbourn, was very bitter, from many of
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Celebration.

The opening of the Milwaukee & Mississippi Railroad to Janes-

ville, seventy-one miles, was celebrated January 4, the published

proceedings of which filled two columns in the Settiifiel and Wisconsiti.

This was a great day for Milwaukee, as well as for Janesvillc. And

doubtless the railroad men of to-day, who participated in that open-

ing, look back from the present to that celebration with al)out the

same feelings as does the man who has become wealthy, or succeeded

in reaching a high social or political " plane," to his boyhood days,

and wishes he could live them over again. The struggle and hard-

ship endured, while reaching his present high position, is remem-

bered as his happiest days.

The annexed is the official notice issued by the manager, Edward

H. Brodhead, upon this occasion

:

Milwaukee & Mississippi Railroad.

On and after Monday, January loth, two trains will run daily (except Sundays)

as follows:

Passenger and freight trains will leave iNIilwaukee at 7>< o'clock a. m., and a

passenger train at 3 o'clock P. M. for Janesville.

Passenger train will leave Janesville at 8 o'clock A. M., and a passenger and

freight train at 1:40 o'clock v. M. for Milwaukee.

Stages will run regularly between Madison and Whitewater, and between

Watertown and Forest House, connecting at the two latter places with the

railroad.

Passengers will be ticketed through by the Stage Company ior five dollars, via

Janesville, to Chicago, and by taking the 3 P. M. train from Milwaukee will arrive

at Janesville at 7:20 P. M., remain over night there, and take the stage the next

mornmg for Belvidere, or Rockford, as they may choose, the price being the same,

and arrive the next afternoon at Chicago. From Chicago they will also remain

over night at Janesville, and arrive in Milwaukee at 12:30 P. M. the next day.

Edward M. P.rodhkau,

Milwaukee, Jan. 8, 1853. Engineer and Superintendent.

The weather, through the month of January, 1853, was delightful,

only one cold day ; it was not much colder than it has been in the

month of May, 1883, so far—for as I write this, May 31, 18S3, 1 am

sitting by a good fire. The trees are not yet in bloom, or ex-en in

his former associates. And numerous were the articles of the nature of the

above and Tome much more severe) that filled the columns of the S.ut.ful, .lur-

fng tho e stormy times. Some of them were almost too stormy for prmt.
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full leaf, particularly the oaks. The lilacs, usually the first to blossom,

have not done so yet. It is a cold, backward spring.

The Wi.jConsin Leather Company.

This well known institution was founded at Cazenovia, State of

New York, in 1809, by Rufus Allen, Sr., where it was conducted by

him until 1842, when Geo. W. Allen was admitted as a partner, and

the business continued under the title of Rufus Allen & Son for four

years, when, wishing to enlarge their business, a branch house was

established at Milwaukee, in 1846, by WiUiam Allen and Edward

P. AUis, at what is now 334 East Water Street, which was continued

until 1 85 1, when, it being considered that the right place had been

found, the whole business was removed to this city, a new store. No.

147 East Water, rented, (146 being too small,) and the name changed

(Messrs. WilUam Allen and E. P. Allis being partners) to the Wis-

consin Leather Company, under which title it has been known up to

the present time.

As one of the main requisites for the manufacture of leather is a

tannery, one was at once constructed at Two Rivers, in the county

of Manitowoc, soon after which the following appeared m the

Sentinel and Gazette, of November 25, 1851

:

The Wisconsin Leather Company.

We were in receipt yesterday of a calf skin from the tannery of the Wisconsin

Leather Company, at Two Rivers. Accompanying the gift was the following

letter:

Genl. King:

Dear Sir: Accompinying this letter is a piece of calf skin, together with an

order for its making up, and being among the first fruits of our enterprise is a good

indication of what may be expected in the future. Our tannery is now in full

blast ; we have expended $60,000, and are just beginning to get returns.

We are yours,

Wisconsin Leather CoMrANV,

Office, 347 East Water Street, (old No. 149.)

In 1853 Mr. Allis retired, and the business was continued by the

Aliens alone until 1862, when such had been their success as to

necessitate the erection of an additional tannery at the Two Rivers,*

* This place is now abandoned, the business being carried on at Milwaukee, as

the expense of keeping up the tannery at Two Rivers was too great for the income
derived.
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in which they continued to manufacture until 1870, when a third one
was erected at Milwaukee, and a new partnership formed by the
admission of Cyrus Whitcomb and Rufus Alle.

, Jr., which continued
until 1882, when a jomt stock company was formed with Geo. W.
Allen, president; Geo. C. Allen, secretary; Rufus Allen, Jr., treasurer,

and Cyrus Whitcomb, general manager.

Two deaths only have occurred among the members of this firm

since its formation in 1809, viz: Rufus Allen, Sr., May 12, 1873, and
William Allen, January 20, 1883, a period of seventy-four years.

There are not probably twenty business houses in the United States

that can show such a record of the longevity of its members, and few

that can show a better business record. Their success has been

something to be proud of, the result of striking while the iron was

hot.

Of the personale of Rufus Allen, Sr., the writer can say very little,

as his acquaintance with him was too slight, but that he was a man
of energy and good business ability is self evident from the success

of the business, from the day its foundations were laid in Cazenovia,

in i8og, to the day of his death, in 1873.

Geo. W. Allen, the present head of the corporation, is well known

throughout the northwest as one of Milwaukee's most active and

energetic representative men, and one whose voice is always heard

when good counsel is wanted, and who is ever ready to lend a help-

ing hand to any project that will tend to develope the resources of

the great West, and whose speeches on political finance are among

the ablest ever delivered in this country. In politics he is a republi-

can and takes an active part in the discussion of the various issues of

the day, and has always been a strong pillar in the party in Wisconsin.

He is also a prominent member of Immanuel Church.

William Allen was of a different temperament. He was no poli-

tician, but gave his whole attention to his business. In social qualities,

however, he was not behind George, and like him was fond of mirth.

He had fine musical abilities and was chorister of the Urst Church

(the present Immanuel) for many years, and one of the nuisic com-

mittee for more than twenty years. He never sought notoriety in

any form. The writer was one of his intimate friends for many

years, and remembers with pleasure the many happy hours he has

52
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spent with William Allen in the " long ago," in the Odd Fellows,

Lodge, in Martin's old block.

Rufus Allen, Jr., is different from either of his brothers. He has a

sanguine temperament and is always in good spirits, greets you with

a loud cheery voice, is a good deal of a joker, at times, and will enjoy

one if against himself, which Geo. W. does not. He has good busi-

ness tact, and is fast reaching the financial round of wealth's ladder

occupied by his elders. He knows the value of money and how to

use it to the best advantage. He is no politician, but is all business,

ready to do his part in all that helps build up the house and bring

money into its coffers. He has a strong will and is very decided in

his way, and if he tells you " No !" he means it. He also has another

trait of character that all men do not possess, (/. e.) he never med-

dles with other people's affairs, and consequently does not get into

trouble, enjoys life and ivhist as he goes along and is always happy.

Board of Trade met in the second story of McCrea & Bell's new

building, (now Marshall & Illsley,) this year.

An Elegant Store.

The Sejitiiiei of November, has the following :

Messrs. Sexton & Wing are moving into their new store jnst erected for them

by James Ludington, on the north 40 feet of lot 41, block 4, Third Ward, (now

Nos. 343 and 345 East Water street).

Architect, Geo. W. Mygatt. Theiron columns are from the foundry of Messrs.

Turton & Sercomb.

This store was when erected, one ofthe finest on the street, but was

soon eclipsed by the Nazro building.

'

The firm of Sexton & Crane,* afterwards Sexton & Wing, John

Wing—mention of whose arrival and opening in November, 1845,

(not 1847 as the Chicago history gives it,) of a wholesale dry goods

house at 132 East Water street, (old numbering,) was made in vol.

II., page 241, author's Pioneer History,—were from the day of their

arrival, until the death of Mr. Sexton, March 15, 1869, one of the

leading firms in the city, as well as throughout the northwest,

their store being one of the largest in their line, west of Lake Mich-

igan.
,

*Mr. Crane was a citizen of Hartford, and I think never came here to reside.

Mr. Sexton was also from Hartford.
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The want of more room, however, was soon felt, and they removed
to 137 (now 335) East Water street, where they remained until 1850,
when Mr. Wing* withdrew, and a new partnership was formed, con-
sisting of Lester, Loring and BoUes Sexton, under the title of Sexton
Bros. & Co. The firm occupied the Ludington store until 1857.
when they removed to James B. Cross' block at what is now 330 and

332 East Water, where they remained until the fall of 1859, when
they removed to the new building erected the previous summer by
Mr. Sexton, (at a cost of $130,000,!) on the southeast corner Broad-

way and Michigan St., now the property of the Messrs. Friend Hros.,

where they remained until 1863, when Loring and Bolles Sexton,

sold their interest to Lester, and a new partnership was formed by

the admission of Chas. E. Storm, Jas. L. and William F. Sexton,

(the first mentioned being his son-in-law, and the latter his sons,)

which continued until 186S, when Daniel Andrews and Robert Hill,

were admitted under the tide oi Sexton & Co., and the business con-

tinued until March 15, 1869, when Lester Sexton died, after which

it was continued under the same title until 1872, when Jas. L. and

W. F. Sexton sold their interest to Chas. E. Storm and Robert Hill,

who also subsequently purchased the interest of the estate of Lester

Sexton, after which the firm was changed to Storm & Hill, uniler

which the business was continued in Milwaukee, until 1880. when

it was removed to Chicago, where it is to-day.

Lester Sexton, whose business history is given above, was a keen,

shrewd and far-seeing Connecticut Yankee. Born in a Statet where

men as well as boys had to work, or star\e, he naturally became

*Mr.Wmg afterwards went into partnership with Alonzo D. Seaman, in the furni-

ture business. He was from some place on the Hudson River, (Feekskill, I

think,) and subsequently returned there. He was a large fine looking man, verj-

quiet, but a good business man. He built the brick dwelling on the northeast

corner of Van Buren and Martin Sts., now the homestead of John P. Kissinger.

fMr. Sexton also erected the store now 317 East Water, in 1S55, but as it

was too small for their business, that firm never occupied it. I also find it stated

in the history of the Western Historical Publishing Co., that this firm was at

one time at what is now 268 Kast Water. This is a mistake, they were never

below Huron St.

I He was born at Somerset, Tolland Co., Anril 2S, 1S07. He was one of that

class who always exercise a great influence in community simply by weight of

character. His benevolence was unbounded, of which fact many yet living can

truthfully testify. Simple in manners, gentle in spirit, never putting himself for-

ward, and, like' Mr. Van Dyke, was always one of the foremost in every good

work.
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imbued with those peculiar traits of character for which the citizens

of that portion of our country known as New England are noted,

(viz:) industry, economy and business tact, and of course knew how

to make as well as how to handle money when made, and as a natural

sequence left a large estate for his day.

He lived in elegance and occupied a high social status in the

community. His residence was the present Robert Eliot home-

stead, which he purchased of Wm. B. Hibbard, by whom it was

erected, and where he died, as previously stated, March 15, 1869.

In person he was of medium height, had a strong, wiry frame,

and a good sound constitution. He had an even temperament, was

not easily excited, had splendid executive abilities, and belonged to

that class of men who are born to rule, or be leaders, particularly in

business, and no " one-horse-store," so to speak, would suit his ambi-

tion. He wanted to stand at the head of the column in his line, and

furnish the brains while others furnished the muscle. His voice was

loud and strong, he spoke very dehberately and very distinctly. He

had a wide forehead, light brown hair and blue eyes, and a face upon

which a self-satisfied expression was always to be seen. He was an

over indulgent father, altogether too much so in fact. He was no

politician and would hold no public office under any circumstances.

He was one of Milwaukee's valued and honored citizens in life, and

hke the lamented Daggett, whom he was elected to succeed in the

management of the Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Company,

will live in memory for years to come.

Such in brief is the history of one of Milwaukee's pioneer whole-

sale dry goods houses, now passed entirely from the control not only

of the original founders, but also from their lineal descendants, not

one of whom is in possession of any portion of it. There is one of

its former employes, however, P. B. Mills, still with us, by whom the

memory of Mr. Sexton (in whose service his whole business life in

the West was spent) is held in grateful remembrance.

Of the present proprietors it can be truthfully said, that if the

honors and prestige of the house must pass into other hands, that no

more worthy or competent successors could have been selected to

wear the mantle of Lester Sexton than are Chas. E. Storm and

Robert Hill.
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H. NiEDECKEN & Sons.

Prominent among our German fellow citizens who have grown to

wealth and influence in Milwaukee, is the well known hook store

and bindery of Henry Niedecken & Sons. Mr. Niedecken came to

America from Prussia, in 1839, =^"^1 settled at first in Jefferson City,

Missouri. Came from there to Milwaukee, in 1847, '""^f^ opened a

small book store and bindery, on the southwest corner of East Water

and Mason streets, in a small frame building, then standing upon

that corner. From there he removed in 1849, ^^-' ^^'""'^^ '^ now 372

Third street, into a building he had erected for a store and dwelling.

Here (and for a short time in one of Mr. Lapham's buildings, a few

doors above Chestnut street,) he remained until his business

interests demanded a change, and he removed to 370 East Water

street, (Friend & Bros., store,) and from there across the street to the

Heidie block, now 377 and 379 East Water. His bindery being lo-

cated in Prentiss block, northwest corner F>ast Water and Mason

streets. A few years later, more room being wanted, he purchased

the brick store known 415 East Water, and took in Chas. Giesberg

as a partner. This partnership however, was of short duration.

Mr. Giesberg not Hking the business, retired after two years, and

more room still being wanted, Mr. Niedecken removed to the soutii-

west corner of East Water and Michigan street, his bindery being

located in the second story, and Henry J. and Edward Niedecken

were admitted as partners. Here they did a large business until

1881, when they removed to Holton's block, Nos. 338 and 340 East

Water, which had been fitted up for them, and where they are to-day,

and their success is the sure result of good management, economy and

fair dealing. Mr. Niedecken, Sr. has now reached the auUunn of life,

and has given up the most laborious part of the business to his sons,

Henry and Edward, himselfsuperintending the bindery. Their store

is a model of order, and is conducted on the German plan, eacli one

having his part to look after, for which he is held to a strict account.

Such is a brief sketch of this long established house, the head of which is

one of the most respected German business men in the city. A

pleasant faced, genial and gentlemanly okl man, whom it is a pleas-

ure to know, one wno can look back on a long and successful busi-
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ness life, with pride, and whose sons will be among our best busi-

ness men in the coming years.

John S. Mitchell.

Among our Irish fellow citizens who have made something of a

record, is John S. Mitchell, who came in 1S53, from Galway, Ireland.

Mr. Mitchell is by trade a wagon-maker, but like many of his coun-

trymen, he has a great passion for a political life, and never worked

at his trade in Milwaukee. His first prize in the political lottery,

was the office of delegate, in 1853, to the convention, (city.) And

from that time for over thirty years was in office as constable, deputy

sheriff, under sheriff", marshal, court crier, &c. Mr. Mitchell has

the dark complexion of the Celtic race, and is a thorough son of the

ould sod. He has been a good citizen and has the respect of all

classes, both native and foreign born, who have known him. He

has now retired from active life, is living upon the fruits of his labors,

having accumulated quite a property.

Dutcher, Ball & Goodrich.

This well known grocery house was founded by Peter W. Badgley,

who came to Milwaukee from Poughkeepsie, Duchess county, N. Y.,

in 1846, and opened a wholesale grocery and liquor store, at what is

now 387 East Water street, where he remained until 1850, when

this store proving too small for his increasing trade, he removed to

what is now 293 East Water, L. J. Farwell's old stand, now oc-

cupied by Anthony Dahlman, as a wholesale grocery, where he con-

tinued the business until 1853, when upon the completion of and

removal into his new store, now Nos. 301 and 303 East Water, (the

present store,) John A. Dutcher, a former clerk, was admitted as a

partner, and the business continued under the title P. W. Badgley &
Co., until 1854, when upon the death of Mr. Badgley,* the late Kel-

logg Sexton became a partner, and the firm became Dutcher &
Sexton, which continued until 1857, when John R. Goodrich, who

came to Milwaukee in 185 1, their then book-keeper, was admitted

as a partner, and the business continued under the same title until

1859, when Mr. Sexton retired, and the business was continued by

*Mr. Badgley died March 2, 1854.
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Messrs. Dutcher & Goodrich, under the name of J. .\. Dutcher iV

Co., until 1862, when Edwin H. Ball, of East Troy, Walworth

County, was admitted, and the firm name became Dutcher, Ball &
Goodrich, until 1869, when Mr. Dutcher retired, and the business was

continued under the name of Ball & Goodrich, until the present

time. The interest of Mr. Ball, whose death occurred Sept. 7, 1878,

passed to his wife, Mrs. Sarah E. C. Ball, who retains it to-day.

Such in brief is the origin of and continuation of this popular

house, from its infancy to the present time, a period of 37 years,

without a break, its present senior member having been with it 32

years.

Of Mr. Badgley, the writer can say but little, as his acciuaintance

with him was too slight. He remembers him however, as a man

rather below medium size, with a keen sharp eye, dark brown hair,

very quick motioned and impulsive, of good business ability, and al-

ways to be found at his store during business hours. He was not

much of a talker, took no interest in politics, his whole mind being

given to his business, so much so, in fact, as to injure his health,

and bring him to an early grave. He has left one son, Chas. W.

Badgley, treasurer of the Thomas, Badgley Manufacturing Co., 170

and 172 West Water, who is in many respects the counterpart of his

father. And one daughter, Mary W. Badgley, now the v.ife of

Robert W. Wells, Chicago.

Of Mr. Dutcher, who came from Saulsbury, Litchfield, County,

Conn, it can be truthfully said that Milwaukee contains no better

citizen. As a business man, he stands high, and as a model citizen,

has no superior. In manners he is one of the most unobtrusive and

gentle, the counterpart in this respect to J. M. Lawrence. He is well

calculated to make friends, and as for enemies, he has none. He is

very reticent and if he can say no good of a man, he will say noth-

ing against him out of malice or envy. He looks you .sciuarely in

the face, when talking business, but not in general conversation.

He dislikes all ostentation and wants nothing to do with politics or

pohticians, if he can avoid it, being altogether too conscientious for

that.

John C. Goodrich.

The record of this gentleman has been a remarkable one. Enter-
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ing the house as clerk, in 1851, he has, to use a nautical term, worked

his way from the forecastle to the quarterdeck, and is to-day in com-

mand of the oldest continuous grocery store in the city. Mr. Good-

rich is of a different temperament Irom Mr. Dutcher; he is not only

ambitious, but he also aggressive, and will get into public notice

where Mr. D. would not. He is a prominent member of the Mer-

chants' Association and has filled its presidential chair for several

terms. He has learned all the ins and outs of the grocery trade, and

can run a store to make money where others would lose. He is pos-

sessed of a fine physique, a good constitution, a pleasing address,

and is one of the few men that would command respect and atten-

tion from strangers anywhere. He is dihgent in business, and is

rapidly gaining wealth. He is also fond of mirth, as the writer has

good reason to know, and will never die of ennui. He has good

executive ability, and all the routine in his store goes on with the

regularity of clock work, neither does he ever change his employes,

if he can avoid it, there being men in his store to-day whose locks

are frosted by time that came in there when boys. The writer's

acquaintance with Mr. Goodrich commenced in 1851, in the Odd

Fellows' Hall, in Martin's Block, and has continued uninterrupted to

the present. He, like Mr. Dutcher, is generous to a fault, and con-

tributes liberally to every charitable object of the day. He always

greets his acquaintance with a smile, but if talking business is on his

dignity, and is one of the few who by their own exertions have risen

from the foot of the ladder to the topmost round, in the same store

where he commenced, without its making him light headed. He
knows how he got there, and he went there to stay.

Mr. Goodrich is a native of Tonawanda, N. Y.

Great Mass Meeting.

There was a large meeting of the electors of Milwaukee, held at

the Court House, on the 28th of January, in pursuance of a previous

notice, for the purpose of nominating candidates for city officers, to

be balloted for at the coming charter election. Ed. O'Neill was

called to the chair, and Jacob Mahler appointed secretary.

A committee consisting of three from each Ward, viz : Abner

Kirby, John Jennings and Edmund Burke, from the First Ward
;
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Thos. Shields, Frank Ramsdell, (no third man,) from the Second
Ward; W. W. Brown, Hugh Dufifee and H. McGraw, from the

Third Ward; John S. Mitchell, Jas. H. Rogers and J. Knoll, from the

Fourth Ward, and Russell Eddy, Chas. H. Larkin and Chas. Johnson,

from the Fifth, to select candidates, who reported the following

names for the different city officers for the ensuing year

:

Mayor—Geo. H. Walker.

Comptroller—Cicero Comstock.

Treasurer—Alex. Johnson.

Marshal—Daniel Hafner.

Attorney—Joshua Stark.

This was a purely old Bourbon Democratic ticket.

The delegates from another Democratic caucus, forty-five in num-

ber, met the same day, at the Court House, Sheriff Herman L. Page

in the chair, A. Kirby, secretary, and nominated James Kneeland,

for mayor; Tim. O'Brien, for marshal; E. F. Herzberg, for treasurer;

Henry W. Gunnison, for comptroller, and Joshua Stark, for attorney,

and as this was a bolt, of course a row ensued, during which several

delegates put their private marks upon those whom they charged

with getting up the split; after which they proceeded to nominate alder-

men for the several Wards, and appointed the following gentlemen as

a vigilance committee, to watch the polls (and there was need of it)

:

S. S. Daggett, A. W. Hatch, Chas. E. Wendt, Jas. Mygatt, Wm.

Spence, Patrick Mitchell, Ed. D. Baker, John Handley, J. Mc-

Donough, J. P. McGregor, Ed. Townsend, and G. W. Harkness.

The following were elected, March i :

Officers of the City Government.

Mayor—George H. Walker.

President of the Board—S. H. Martin.

City Clerk—S. C. West.

Comptroller—Cicero Comstock.

Marshal—Timothy O'Brien.

Treasurer—A. H. Johnston.

City Attorney—Joshua Stark.

Police Justice—Clinton Walworth.

City Surveyor— B. H. Edgerton.

City Printers—S. M. Booth and Schn^fller & Wendt.

City Sealer of Weights and Measures—Jesse M. Van Slyck.

53
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Aldermen.

P'irst Ward—William A. Prentiss, Jackson Hadley, John Jennings.

Second Ward—Francis Huebschmann, Chas. E. Jenkins, Fred. SchliL'milcli.

Third Ward—John Hickey, John Hayden, Iliram Church.

Fourth Ward— Samuel C. West, George F. Hartwell, John Bertschy.

Fifth Ward—Stoddard H. Martin, Edward Wunderly, M. Delany.

School Commissioners.

First Ward—Rufus King, J. Hadley, and Joshua Hathaway.

Second Ward—Fr. Huebschmann, B. Church, E. B. Greenleaf.

Third Ward—Hans Crocker, J. McManman, E. McGarry.

Fourth Ward—James H. Rogers, Haven Powers, Geo. E. H. Day.

Fifth Ward—A. Mitchell, J. B. Zander, Daniel Waite.

James H. Rogers, President. Haven Powers, Secretary.

Commissioners of Surveys.

First Ward—Joshua Hathaway. Second Ward—I. A, Lapham. Third Ward

—

Elisha Eldred. Fourth Ward—Charles H. Williams. Fifth Ward—Martin

Delany.

Assessors.

First Ward—J. Murray. Second Ward—Benjamin Church. Third Ward

—

Richard Owens. Fourth Ward—John H. Tesch. Fifth Ward—John C. Smith.

Railkoau Commissioners.

First Ward—C. E. Wendt. Second Ward—Jasper Vliet. Third Ward—E-

Malony. Fourth Ward—J. Sercomb. Fifth Ward—C. H. Larkin.

Justices of the Peace.

First Ward—Albert Smith. Second Ward—Charles F. Bode. Third Ward

—

William Holland. Fourth Ward— Francis Hamilton. Fifth Ward—Oliver

Parsons.

Constables.

First Ward—J.McGarrigle. Second Ward—Chas. Neunian. Third Ward

—

John Burke. Fourth Ward—Patrick Maloy. Fifth Ward—J. McCollum.

Fire Department.

Chief Engineer—John S. Fillmore.

First Assistant Engineer—L. N. Dewey.

Second Assistant Engineer—Daniel N. Neiman.

Third Assistant Engineer—J. M. Smith.

The new board was organized on the 8tli, by the election of S. H.

Martin as president, and S. C. West, city clerk.

Some of the bitterest as well as some of the sharpest articles, and

some that were libelous, were published against Jas. Kneeland by
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Russell Wheeler, too coarse for insertion here, which played the

devil for the time, all growing out of the contest concerning the loan

by the city to aid the Fond du Lac Railroad, in which Kneeland

and Walker were opponents.

The election, however, resulted in favor of the People's ticket

(mainly), a full unadulterated dose of Democracy being too much for

some of their stomachs to retain. They could take it mild occasionally,

but not straight, most of them preferring " shuger " in their'n.

In commenting upon this election the Wisco/isifi, of Marcii i, lias

the following

:

In spite of the mud, the vote polled will be a large one, as there is a very spirited

canvass going on respecting the mayoralty. The principal point made is chiefly

against Mr. Kneeland, as a certain syndicate are determined to defeat him, cost

what it may. And the fact that Col. Walker has lent himself to this movement

gives additional bitterness to the canvass.

Well, it was a bitter one, and if any other man in tlic city had

pubhshed what Russell Wheeler did, he would have been indicted for

libel. But no one cared to cross blades with him, as he was a l)ad

man to get into a row with.

Mills.

There were, in 1853, at Humboldt, one paper and one Hoiiring

mill, one distillery, one linseed oil mill, and, on the water ])()wer. fi\c

flouring, one oil, and several manufacturing establishments.

Manufactures.

The value of the goods of all kinds manufactured from March i.

1852, to March i, 1853, was $2,050,663.32. Of this amount,

$230,000 was for clothing, $169,500 for ale and beer, $100,000 for

boots and shoes, $137,237.75 for castings and locomotives, and

$91,638.63 was for whisky.

Improve.mknts.

Buildings erected were 124 frame, 40 brick, (including gas works,)

at a cost of $415,150. In commenting upon that the Sentinel has

the following. It is mistaken however, about there being granite pil-

lars in common use in Milwaukee, in 1853, as the only ones at that

time in the city, were in Martin's and Ludington's block, as far as I

know, and it is not certain that they were pure granite

:
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Preparations are being made for great improvements in East Water St. Many

of the old-fashioned wooden buildings are being taken down to give place to brick

structures ; one in particular, being that lately occupied by " Uncle Ben," as liat

and cap store. We understand that in its place is to be erected a spacious i)rick

building, upon which no expense will be spared to make it one of the first in the

city. Numbers 94, 96, 97, 99, 125 and 127, are some of the many that are being

pulled down, or undergoing alteration. Among the latest improvements in build-

ings formerly constructed, is that of the substitution of tasteful cast iron pillars

for the cumbrous granite once generally used. Among the advantages of this

improvement, one of the greatest is the increase of light, which is obtained on

account of the little space occupied by the cast iron pillars in comparison with the

stone ones. An additional space is also gained for the exhibition of articles in the

windows, to say nothing of the better appearance of the front of the stores.

Complaints.

Great things had been expected from the candidates elected on

the People's ticket, in 1852, in regard to taxation and improvements

in streets and sidewalks, but not " panning out," as the saying is, just

as they expected, some one criticises them in the Sentinel, of March,

1853, as follows:

The disgraceful condition of our streets and sidewalks during the past year,

shows the inefficiency of a People's ticket. The candidates promise all you ask,

while running for office, but no sooner are they elected and installed into office

than the shallowness and insincerity of their promises becomes apparent. Our

taxes for the last year have been heavier than ever heretofDre, while the improve-

ments have been less.

It is evident that the writer of that article was not a friend of the

People's ticket, and just as evident that he did not consider that a

city could not grow without an increase of expenditure, and as for

the streets they were bad enough, but no worse, when we consider

the youth and poverty of the city at that time, than to-day, (the dif-

ference in wealth considered.) But then some men are constitutional

" grumblers," and would doubtless " find fault if they were going to

be hung."

Quite a Change.

Under this heading the Wisconsin, of March 4, had the following

in reference to the improvement in the city finances

:

Twelve months ago, city orders were sold for 50 cents on the dollar. More

than this

—

I have known them sold at 65 per cent, discount. More than this—up
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to that time the interest on our city i)onds had never been paid at inalurily. Now
they are at par. Our committee on grades are also doing nobly, and our streets

will soon show that they know their business. The grades (pernianenl) in the

Third Ward were established yesterday, March 3.

These two statements do not agree exactly, but the IVisconsin was

right—orders were sold for the discount mentioned, and the improve-

ment in value was due to a change in managenient. liolh statements

were therefore right in fact.

Ice.

The ice in the river is getting thin. Two men fell through on the

9th, and on the nth a horse went through at the foot of Michigan

Street. A lady also broke through sufficiently to make her feel quite

damp. It all left the river however on the night of the 20th, like the

Arab, "and silently stole away," and April 13 brought us our first boat

from below, the propeller " Forest City," and navigation was fairly

open.

A Wonderful Feat.

A bhnd horse in Hibbard's warehouse, used for hoisting grain, got

loose April 9th, and descended five flights of stairs, to the first fioor

uninjured. (Query.) Where was this warehouse

?

Water Works.

The reader will remember that mention of this subject has pre-

viously been made, also that a contract was actually signed by

Mayor Walker and City Clerk Johnson, with John Lockwood, Feb.

4, 1851 ; but that nothing came of it, on account of the impossibility

of the city raising the $75,000 stock.

And the following from the Wisconsin of April 9th, is inserted as

showing that the effort to raise that amount, was not entirely

abandoned. The article is entitled

Shall the Milwaukee Water Works he Bcmlt.

As considerable unjust predjudice evidently exists against the construction of the

proposed water works, on account of misrepresentation and sectional api>eals,

it is deemed necessary that every tax payer should acquaint himself with the de-

tails of the proposed contract. The contract binds the parties to carry water into
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every ward, crossing the river at Division St.,* with a l6 inch main, and down

West Water to Spring with an 8 inch, and crossing; to the Fifth ward at the

Menomonee bridge, (no sewers to be built but the city kept clean by flushing the

gutters.) The cost of the works was to have been under this contract $350,000,

$125,000 of which was for pipe.

S. M. Booth was strongly opposed to this contract for which the

Wisconsin called him a "leather head," but he did a good thing for

the city when he defeated it, as the terms were such as would have

been very detrimental to its prosperity, and would have bankrupted it

inside of 25 years.

The First Express Co.

The first to start an express in Milwaukee, were Jas. Holton and

Russell Eddy, (see adv. annexed,) in 1853, upon the opening of the

Milwaukee & Mississippi Railroad to Janesville.

Milwaukee & Mississippi Railroad Express Company.

Holton & Eddy have made special arrangements hereafter to run a daily express

car with a trusty express agent over the railroad from Milwaukee to Janesvilie

and intermediate points, to leave Janesvilie by the morning train and return by

the evening train of each day, for the transmission of all express matter, orders,

errands and business, and also to attend more effectually and promptly to the for-

warding, sales and cash returns of any kinds of country produce, which may be

directed to them for that purpose, by either of the trains of cars. The express

agent leaves Milwaukee exery day 3 o'clock p. M. by the passenger train.

N. B.—This is the only authorized Express Company running on the M. & M.

R. R. to Janesvilie and way stations, we having purchased the exclusive right

from the Railroad Co.
Holton & Eddy.

Milwaukee, Feb. i, 1853.

It was carried on through much tribulation by these gentlemen for

a season, and finally under a contract with the R. R. Co., (who in

fact sold them out,) passed into the control of the American Express

Company. It was entirely too big a thing for Holton & Eddy to

handle.

The Public Shools.

The number of teachers in the pubUc schools in 1853, was 28,

* One of the main causes of the failure of this contract, was the fear of the

westsiders that they would get no water, and would consequently not be bene-

fitted by it, which jealousy caused them to defeat it. They were always ready to

stone the eastsiders, even if the rebound broke the glass in their own windows,

but they behave better now.
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divided as follows: Six in the First, seven in the Second, six in liic

Third, four in the Fourth and five in the fifth wards. The liighest

salary paid was $500, and the lowest $200.

School Census.

The number of boys between the age of 4 and 2o_years. .August

31, 1853, was 3844. Girls, 3964. Total, 7808. Of these there were
attending the

Public Schools 00
Private (and Academies) '

. _,
Not attending any

a.2^^

''""tal ^
This shows a gain in one year of 1345, divided as follows:

First Ward
j
j.

Second Ward
'

.o";

Third Ward '.
. . .V.V.

!

'.

!

IVj
Fourth Ward ^^'
Fifth Ward '."".".".'.'.'.!!!

217

'r°'^l ^
The hotel project was agitated again this year. This time as a

stock company :

Notice.—The undersigned, commissioners of the Milwaukee Hotel Company

hereby give notice, that on the 25th day of April instant, at one o'clock i'. m., at

the office of Messrs. Finch & Lynde, in the City of Milwaukee, they will hold a

meeting for the purpose of opening subscription books to the cajMtal stock of said

company, and receiving subscriptions to the same, under the direction of said com-

missioners.

James H. Rogers, Anson Eldred,

E. B. Dickerman, A. Finch, Jr.,

John Lockvvood, S. Park Coon.

Dated, Milwaukee, April 12, 1853.

It was a failure, however, as will be seen in Vol. IV.

Suicide.

A young man by the name of Parmenius Wood, a resident of the

Fifth Ward, blew off the top of his head with a pistol, at 3 p. m..

May 16, 1853, on the south crossing of Wisconsin and iiroadway.

The top of his head lay by him, as empty as the head of a " circus

rider." If brains was what he wis in search of, (as some one who

stood by suggested that perhaps he might be,) why then he must
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have blown off tlie wrong end. At least that was the way it looked.*

It occurred during the trial of Ann Wheeler.

Health Insurance.

A health Insurance Company was incorporated in 1853. Capital,

$50,000.

Notice.

The undersigned corporators of the Wisconsin Health Insurance Company,

hereby give notice that tliere will be a meeting of said corporators at the banking

house of G. Papendiek & Co., in the city of Milwaukee, at 10 o'clock A. M., un

Monday, the second day of May next, for the purpose of opening subscription

books 10 the capital stock of said company, and receiving subscriptions to the same

under the direction of said corporators.

C. li. H. Papendiek,
Wm. p. Lynde,
Jas. II. Rogers,
E. Cramer,
H. C. Heide,
Herm. Schwarting,
Williams Lee,

Corporators.

It was short lived.

Police Court—May, 3, 1853.

The following was one of the looi police cases occurring in 1853:

Ellen Tansey was brought down from jail, charged on complaint of Mr Neu-

stadll, with having threatened to set fire to a dwelling house, from which she had

been expelled by a writ of restitution. The complainant stated to the court that

the woman had been in jail since Saturday, and that she was considerably excited

when she made the threats, that he no longer feared that she would put them in-

to execution, adding, " if you vill, Mr. Valvort, put dem pig law pooks on the

other side avay, and speak from te feelings of your heart, I vish if you could dis-

charge her ; she is a poor vomans ; I tink she vill not do bad any more. I mean

dat you vill do vat is right, and send her avay now. I not understand much En-

glish."

The defendant was discharged.

A case of assault and battery was tried in the afternoon, and defendant fined

$10 and costs ; fine and costs immediately paid.

Steamers.

There was a great falling off in the number of side wheelers running

*I saw this man as he lay upon the ground awaiting the arrival of the coroner,

and as stated above, the upper half of his skull lay by him asemptyand as clean to

all appearance as a newly washed dish. It was a sad sight.
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this year, three only, the Globe, Capt. Amos Pratt, Sultana, (ill.

Appleby and the Lady Elgin, Capt. Chamberlin, Propellers having

taken their places.

Haskins & Hadley, (J. W. Haskins and the late Jackson Hadley,)

were in the old checkered warehouse on South Water Street, this

year. Mr. Hadley, who has figured somewhat m this volume, will figure

more in vol. IV. Mr. Haskins is m California. He was a smart

but a very unprincipled man and finally left for newer scenes, being

completely played out here.

Hiram F. Story.

This gentleman came to Wisconsin from Randolph, Vermont, in

1846. His first settlement was at Waukesha, where he remained

until 1850, when he removed to and settled at his present residence,

the southeast quarter of section 26, town 7 north, range 21 east,

the former residence of his father, Asa Story, and commenced to earn

his bread by the sweat of his brow as a humble tiller of the soil, an

employment he would have been engaged in to-day, but for the ac-

cidental discovery that his farm was simply a blanket for concealing a

bonanza in the shape of building stone, the material for which was

laid down there by dame Nature, far back in the early dawn of our

earth's geological history, when the Ichthyosaurus, the Plesiosaurus,

reptilian monsters of wonderful form and wonderful size, were swarm-

ing in the old Paleozoic seas, which then rolled their turbitl waters

over what is now Wisconsin, while upon its slimy bottom, sheltered

from their voracious enemies amid the forests of stone lillies, dwelt

counriess millions of trilobites, orthoceratites and other crustaceans

in almost endless variety, whose petrified forms are found em-

bedded in its stony folds, which stony folds as stated, have jiroved

a bonanza to Mr. Story. Neither could its ownership have fallen

into worthier hands.

Mr. Story is one of our most useful and valued citizens, and wouKl

have been such had this blessing called wealth never been bestowed

upon hin-i. He is a good man from principle and not from policy.

He sprang from a good old Puritan stock, a class of men and

women who believed in virtue for virtue's sake, who practiced what

they professed, and who were always to be found in the front rank

when work was to be done for the good of their fellow men.

54
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In person Mr. Story is of the average height, has a well formed

muscular frame, large head, a high forehead, large clear blue eyes

a florid complexion and a strong powerful voice. He is very ner-

vous, and yet is not often taken off his guard. He is careful what

he says as well as what he does, and will have no dealing with a dis-

honest man the second time. He is all business and it is seldom that

a day passes during which he is not seen upon our streets, where he

greets every one he knows with a nod of recognition. He has good

executive ability, keeps his business well in hand, and is making

money rapidly. Such is Hiram F. Story. He is a useful man, a

worthy and honored citizen, and his beautiful residence is fast becom-

ing one of the pleasantest resorts about the city.

" No Potty Can Schweek to Dot."

There was a case tried before Justice Walworth, June 24th, in

which a wife and her two boys were up for whipping the husband

and father. There was lots of fun elicited on this trial—for the

crowd in attendance—during the efforts made by the old (jerman

to state his grievances, as he could " nicht English spraken." To

the question by the counsel to one of the witnesses, (a German) who

had caused the arrest, as to whether the husband of the woman was

the father of the two boys, he leplied :
" Veil, O yaas, I tinks so

—

I pelieve so,"—(given in a half doubtful manner). " But is he the

father of these boys ?" reiterated the lawyer. " Veil, I tink so, but

I not like to schweer to dot—no potty can schweer to dot," said the

witness. The old German Avas right ; no one but the old hag of a

wife could " schweer to dot." It was an amusing scene.

Common Council.

At a meeting of the Common Council, held June 30th, among

other proceedings was the canvassing of the vote for loaning the

city credit to the La Crosse & Milwaukee railroad, which vote was

as follows

:

First Ward, for, 146; Second, 654; Third, 837;* Fourtli, 94; Fifth, 72—Total

*The heavy vote in the Third Ward can be accounted for only on the strength

of a promise that the road should cross the river above the dam and the depot be
in that Ward, which promise, if made, was made only for a blind, as it certainly

was not the intention to make that the terminus of the road.
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1803. Against, First Ward, 8; Second, 3; Third, 2; Founli, 2; Fifth, 1—
Total, 16. Majority, for, 1787.

They also voted at the same time to make a loan of $25,000 from

Kneeland & Hull for city purposes ; to let the contract for building

Spring Street bridge and Walker Point bridge to John Rugee, at

$11,1:500 for both; and to loan the city credit to the Milwaukee iV

Watertown R. R., if the Legislature would grant the power.

David P. Hull.

This gentleman, whose coniiection with Jas. Kneeland 'in the

banking business, has already been noted, was for many years a very

prominent dealer in real estate, and also in the loaning of money.

He has retired from active life on account of ill health and is sel-

dom seen upon our streets. Mr. Hull is a man of fine literary at-

tainments and good business abilities. His fault, if he has any was

in going in too deep sometimes. His last official position was tax

commissioner, for which he has peculiar qualifications,as he is a fine

mathematician. He is a man of great kindness of heart and will

always win friends and retain them.

Fond du I.-ac Depot L(jcation.

The ground for this depot was in the 4th Ward, on blocks 155-6

and 167-8, with 15 lots adjoining in blocks 2. 47, 48 and 49, in the

the 5th Ward—the present St. Paul & Milwaukee grounds.

Railroad Rior.

The IVisconsin oi July 12th has a lengthy account of the riot

among the laborers upon the La Crosse & JVLlwaukee railroad on

the nth, growing out of the failure to get their pay from the con-

tractor, M. Schultz. Having witnessed, as well as participated in it

to some extent, I will give it at length.

The men as stated, came into town to get their pay, a large num-

ber of whom congregated about the entrance to the office of the

Company, which was located at the time on the south-east corner

of West Water and Spring streets, over what is now No. 13 (iran.l

Avenue, which store was then occupied by the late Jonathan L.

Peirce, as a dry goods and grocery store. Here they wailed for

some time, but no one appearing with the money wherewith to pay
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them, they finally became mad and commenced skirmishing around

for a chance to steal. One of them broke into a barrel of sugar

standing in the rear of the store and commenced filHng his dinner

pail from its contents. At this, Mr. Peirce got angry and attemi)ted

to drive him away, but he would not go. Mr. Peirce called upon

William Beck,* then a deputy sheriff under Herman L. Page, who

was standing near watching the crowd, to arrest him, who at once

collared him and the riot commenced. The man proving a litde

too muscular for Mr. Beck, he called upon me for assistance, where-

upon I seized hold of the fellow also, and between us both we man-

aged to get him to jail, followed by the whole gang who were fight-

ing the officers the entire distance. Plight of them, however, were

with the assistance of Sheriff" Page, Deputy Wedemeyer, Thomas

Shaughnesy, George McGarrigle and Marshal Timothy O'Brien,

finally caged.

By this time the whole town was in an uproar. The Court House

bell was rung to call out the Fire department, who quickly wet the

rioters down which took the fight all out of the most of them, and

causing them to run like frightened sheep. There were a few, how-

ever, who stood their ground, and to those Mayor Walker, who had

just appeared on the scene, attempted to give some fatherly advice,

a humorous look at the same time gleaming from his " official eye,"

when one of the rioters, who stood within three feet of his Honor,

listening apparently, with the most profound respect to the wisdom

flowing from the Mayor's lips, suddenly gave him a clip on the side

of the head with the blade of a shovel which he carried under his arm

that made the Colonel think a representation of the siege of Syracuse

was being enacted, and that he had been hit with one of old Archi-

medes' " battering rams." It was an awful lick, and its effect upon

the Colonel was electric, and if my memory is correct, he did not

follow the scriptural injunction, i. <?., when smitten upon one cheek

* It is proper to say that the honor of making the first arrest upon this occasion,

is claimec" by Geo. McGarrigle, and that the record would show it. The record,

however, shows that Mr. Beck made the first arrest, the name of the man being

John Reusche; Wedemeyer, the second, and McGarrigle the third, /. e,, that is

the order in which the entries appear on the jail records. But it is a matter of

very little consequence who it was that made the first arrest ; they all did their

duty, and that is a sufficient record.
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to turn ye the other also
; but his countenance changed inimechatelv

"if not sooner," as well as the style of his remarks, and he gave ut-

terance to some language not found in the Sermon on the Mount,
unless embraced in the " new version," which the writer has not

seen. It sounded wonderfully like profmity. Hie (ierman did not

stop to profit by the remarks, but ran for tlie woods and was seen

no more.

This was the last blow struck on either side. The eight ])risoners

in the jail were released the same evening, Nathan Pereles assumed

the contract of Mr. Schultz and paid the men, after which there

was no more trouble. But I have often laughed heartily when

thinking of that scene and " thwack " that German laborer gave

Mayor Walker. It was rich.

The Impeachment Trial.

There was great rejoicing in Milwaukee among the friends of the

late Judge Levi Hubbell, on the reception of the news from Madison,

July 12, that he had been found not guilty and would return to tlie

city on Saturday, the i6th, where a grand reception awaited him, and

in order that it might eclipse everything of the kind ever witnessed

before, a committee was appointed to proceed to Waukesha, to meet

and escort him in, who being desirous that there might be no lack

of light upon the occasion, (they being determined to make a night

of it,) had caused a bon-pile of some 20 cords ofwood mixed with oil,

tar, camphene and shavings, to be placed in a pyramidal form upon the

market square, ready to be set on fire, when night had spread her dark

mantle over the city. A similar one was placed in front of the V.

S. hotel, and all was ready for the show. At 3 p. m. the special train

consisting of 17 platform cars, (they being considered the most

democratic,) and one coach containing the committee with a band

of music, left for Waukesha, to meet the Judge and escort him into the

city, intending to arrive here at 7 p. m. Among the speakers selected

upon this occasion, were J.E. Arnold, Gen'l John McManman. Levi

Blossom, D. A. J.
Upham, Geo. H. Walker, and i)erhai)s otliers. It

was intended to be a grand affair. lUit alas for human expectations,

it got busted.

It is an old saying that " man proposes and God dispo.ses," but I
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think probably the devil had a hand in what occurred on tliis occa-

sion, for the train with the committee had not reached Wauwatosa

on its way to Waukesha, before the late Russell Wheeler came saun-

tering along through the square,* and seeing the wood prepared for

the burning, with the late John Spence, (then a night watchman at

the engine house,) standing guard over it, took it into his head to

see if it 7a()/(/d hum. He accordingly walked slowly up to the pile

and asked Spence what he was doing there ? To which he replied,

that he was watching that wood pile. "What is it for ?" asked Wheeler.

"For a bon-fire," said Spence. "Will it burn good? " said the naughty

Wheeler, (at the same time taking a match from his pocket, and rubbing

it on his pants,) to which Spence who saw what he was at replied, "you

go away from here." Wheeler however paid no further attention to

Spence, except to take him by the collar with one hand and kept on

lighting matches as he walked around the pile with the other, Spence all

the while yelling like a demon. It was no use however, he was perfect-

ly helpless in the hands of Wheeler. It was not three minutes from 'die

time Wheeler lit the first match, before the whole pile was in a blaze,

and burnt until 6 p. m. when it was all consumed. From the square

Wheeler went to the U. S. Hotel, and set fire to that pile, and // also

burnt up, and all the speeches were made in the dark.

There was much excitement about this affair, but nothing was ever

done about it, except by Spence, to whom Wheeler paid $5,00 for

what he termed an assault, as no one cared to get into a contro-

versy with Wheeler, well knowing that no money or any other satis-

faction was to be got out of him, but to see him hold Spence as easy

apparently, as a grown man would a ten year old boy, while he set

that wood on fire, was a scene never to be forgotten, and often comes

to mind even now, when going through the square. Both of these

men, Wheeler and Spence, are deaei, and have perhaps settled all up

ere this. Let us hope that they have.

Grades.

The ordinance fixing the grades (permanent) in the Second Ward,

was passed in the Common Council July 14th, 1853.

*I was e;oing tlirough Uie square at the same time, and witnessed the wliole

affair.
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Improvements.

In the Wiscofisbi of July 23, we find the following under this head:

There is more real and permanent improvement in the streets, &c., going on at

the present time, than in any year since Mihvaukee was organized under a city

charter. The plan is now to finish up what has been left half completed. As

matters are progressing, by the ist of November, the holes, gullies and torn up

streets will be replaced by a level and uniform surface, on a grade which cannot

be changed without an alteration of the city charter. The famous grading ordin-

ance which passed four years ago was an unwise law and perfectly revolutionary

—

yet when'lhe plan is completed the city will have been beautified far beyond what

was considered possible, by such a radical change in the grade. While the work

is going on, the streets look so unsightly that there is some hard swearing.

Police.

Among the cases before this court July 8th, was one in which

a woman named Susan Kelly was complainant. Here it is

:

Scene 2d, act ist.—A woman whose name we understand to be Susan Kelly

came into court, with a severe bruise on her face, and stated that yesterday after-

noon, or the evening, a man named John McCrossen had struck her and called

her a slut, &c. The complainant stated that she lived on the back of the hill "forninst

Jim Rogers," and that she was sitting peaceably in her house quilting when the

assault and battery was committed. The applicant then walked up to the court,

opening her mouth remarked, "Mister Walworth, just you put your finger in

here and you will be shure thin how he hurt me." The court happening to be

afflicted with a sore finger, declined the invitation. The warrant was issued and

placed in hands of the constable to serve.

Here is another

:

Uncle Tom, a darkey whom the old settlers at least will remenilier,

as a whitewasher who had a shanty where H. M. Benjamin's coal

yard now is, northwest corner of River and Division streets, in 1853,

with his wife Topsy complained of an assault against John Doe and

Richard Roe, (old offenders,) the laughable part of which, was the

attempt of the old hippopotamus to show how the assault was com-

mitted, to do which he seized Topsy by tiie neck and one leg, and

shook her up in good style. They were a couple beauties, they were.

Did Not Want Any More Bridges.

There was a meeting held at Wells .^' Hill's warehouse ^tiie pres-

ent Keenan mill) August ist, to take measures to get a bridge across

the river from Menomonee street to tlie Depot, (the old Prairie du
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Chien). Horatio Hill was Chairman, and J. L. McVicker Secre-

tary, of the meeting. Here is what some ignoramus said about it.

He was evidently a Second Warder, and of course no friend to

bridges any where :

Bridge or No Bridge.

Messrs. Editors : We very much regret to see your paper encouraging the

obstructing of the navigation of the river by the construction of another bridge.

The reason assigned—the convenience of access from the 3d Ward to the Rail-

road—appears to us entirely insufficient to justify the erection ot this additional

barrier to the growth and prosperity of the ist and 2d Waras. Including the

Spring Street bridge, there are now three above the mouth of the Menomonee,

all seriously interfering with the navigation of the river above that point. These

bridges with however convenient draws, are very great obstacles to vessels, and

necessarily tend to keep business down town. They have hitherto been found to

have this effect, and they will be found when the railroads from the northwest

come to be brought into town, much more inconvenient than before. It was

hoped, when the i^ridge question was settled by the charter, that no more causes

of discord on this head would be raised. But it cannot be expected that those

interested in the upper portion of the city will submit witliout a struggle,

to be cut off silently, as seems r.ow the intention they should, from the benefits

of river navigation.

Up Town.

This Mr. " Up Town " could not have had much of an idea of

what our city was to be. There are 1 1 bridges now between the

mouth of the river and the dam, and the end is not yet.

Police.

Among the complaints before the police court August loth—some

30 in number, was one against a man for stealing a coffin. " Holy

Moses," only think of that.

Consecration

Of St. John's Cathedral, July 31, 1853.

As this was an event of some importance in Milwaukee, a "Papal

Nuncio " having been sent from Rome by the Pope, to perform the

ceremony, the author has thought it fitting that a mention of it be

made as a matter of church history, by inserting the following cor-

respondence and address, copied from the Evening Wisconsin of

August I, 1853, as a part of the proceedings had upon this occasion :

At a meeting held in St. Peter's Church, on the 1st inst., Garrett Barry, President,

John White and Victor Schulte, Vice Presidents, Thos. Duggan, Secretary, it was
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Resolved, That Garrett B.irry, Christian Ott, Thos. J. Duggan, August Greu-
lich, and Victor Schulte, be appointed a committee, and instructed to prepare and
present a complimentary address in the name of the Catholics of Milwaukee, to

the Papal Nuncio and other distinguished Prelates who were present at the con-

secration of St John's Cathedral. It was also further

Resolved, That the proceedings of this meeting, as well as the address be pub-
lished in the Sentinel, Wisconsin, Morning Netvs and See Bote, of this city, and
that said address be considered the unanimous expression of the sentiments of

the Catholics of Milwaukee.

Garrett Barry, Prest.

Thos. J. Dlhigan, Sec.

In the pursuance of the above the said committee having met and
prepared the following address, presented the same in person as fol-

lows :

To His Eminence, Monsignor Bedini, Archbishop of Thebes, Nuncio 0/ His Ho-
liness, Pope Pius IX, and to the other venerable Prelatespresent at the consecra-

tion of St. yohn^s Cathedral :

In the fulness of our heart-felt joy, we in the name of the Catholics of Mil-

waukee, approach you to express, though in feeble language, the deep gratitude,

the unceasing love and unshaken fidelity which ever has existed within us, and

will ever continue to exist, to the sacred person of the Chief Pastor of our souls.

We have beheld the visible representative of the visible head of the one Holy

Catholic and Apostolic Church. Yes, indeed, Milwaukee thou art not the least

among the cities of America. The earth may wander a hundred years, nay a

thousand years, before heaven may vouchsafe us this blessing again. Never will

it be forgotten by the members of this diocese, and never, particularly by the

Catholics of this city, the solemn consecration of this our mother church. Never

will it be forgotten, this mark of distinction, that an ambassador of the Pope,

the venerable Father of Christianity, has come among us to participate in this great

festivity. Never will it be forgotten, that the .Archbishop of Thebes has visited

this city, and given us his benediction. Never will it be forgotten, that six Prelates

distinguished for their learning and their virtues, have hastened hither froin their

own respective dioceses, and added to the solemnity of the occasion, both by their

presence and their eloquence. So may the graces which in these days of jubila-

tion, we have received through the mercy of God, be ever deeply impressed on

our hearts.

Accept then your eminence, for yourself and the other distinguished Prelates,

who have favored us with their presence, these expressions, as a profession of the

Catholics of Milwaukee. Accept them as a proof of the child-like love for the

Vicegerent of Jesus Christ, our Holy Father, Pope Pius IX. May we never

cease to venerate and love that kind and loving Father. May we never forget the

doctrine and practices of our holy religion. May we never be unmindful of the

55
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unparalleled name of Roman Catholics. We moreover feel that the consolation

and gratification which your presence and participation on this occasion must have

afforded our beloved and venerable Bishop, is to us an additional motive for express-

ing, and gives you an additional claim, to our deep and lasting gratitude.

Garrett Barry,
August Greulich,
Christian Ott,
Victor Schulte,
Thos. J. Duggan,

Committee.

The architect in the construction of St. John's Cathedral, was

Victor Schulte ; the master mason was Thos. Lee ; the stone work

was by Maurice Quin, and the wood carving by Booth & Gonnley.

Improvements.

Among the improvements this year, not previously mentioned,

was the erection of a three story brick building on the northwest

corner of East Water and Oneida streets, by a Mr. Bonner, (pulled

down in 187 1 to make room for the Opera House.) One by Throop

& Baily, (Mr. Throop died, January 31, 1871), now 380 East Water

street, at a cost $4,000, R. C. Jacks being the master builder. Also

one by John Furlong, on the southwest corner of East Water and

Huron streets, now 327 East Water street. Michael Page and Frank

Charnley did the mason work, and Paul Foley the carpenter work,

first occupied by Messrs. Marshall & Ilsley—see annexed

:

Eemoval.

Messrs. Marshall & Ilsley, bankers, removed their office from the U. S. block

to the first floor of the new brick building, erected by John Furlong, Esq., on

the corner of East Water and Huron streets. The building is one of the hand-

somest and best constructed in our city; a monument to the skill of the builder,

Michael Page. The new offices of Marshall and Ilsley are spacious, airy, well

lighted and well arranged. Their vault is most substantially constructed, and

with their burglar-proof safe, can bid defiance to thieves, fire and gunpowder.

Tobacco House.

Chas. Athearn & Co., were at what is now 259 East Water street

this year. This famous tobacco manufactory was started in 1847,

by Charles Athearn, of Buffalo, C. Adams, manager, in a litde store

just south of the present Kirby House, now 420 East Water street.

Mr. Athearn, (who died in 1854) never lived here, and his interest

was sold to C. Adams & Co., who continued the business at that
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and other localities under that name until i860, when F. F. Adams

purchased C. Adams' interest, (the latter going to California) and

has continued the business under the name and title of F. F. Adams

& Co., to the present time. Mr. A., who is a sharp, keen busi-

ness man, has built up this institution to its present mammoth pro-

portions by his untiring industry and good management. His ex-

ecutive ability is of a superior order. He is self-reliant ; always

keeps his own counsel, and as a rule is his own counsellor, seldom

asking advice from any one. He watches all the details of his

business closely, has a few men that he looks to to carry out his

plans, and whom he holds responsible for that work. He, like Doct.

Weeks, is a true friend (if a friend) but one must know him pretty

thoroughly to tell whether he is for or against you, as his bump of

caution, combined with self-interest, makes it somewhat difficult (at

times) to determine his social whereabouts. This manufactory is

situated on the southeast corner of West Water and Clybourn streets.

This business, which averages nearly a million dollars yearly, has

made Mr. Adams very wealthy, but his success does not make him

proud. He is affable at times, (in his peculiar way) and then again

he isn't, but he is conscientious to a fault. He wants nothing

that he has not earned. He is one of the Milwaukee's best and

well known business men.

Jas. A. Pirie came this year from Aberdeen, Scotland. Mr. Pirie

has been a very active man in the community, principally as an

insurance man, in which he was very prominent for a number of

years. He is now the secretary of the Forest Home Cemetery, and

it is safe to assume that the office has never been as well filled before.

He is the right man for the position. He is prompt, energetic, and

obhging, and any one can not fail to be satisfied that does business

with Mr, Pirie in connection with the cemetery.

Legislative.

The members from Milwaukee this year were to the Senate-

Edward M. Hunter and Duncan C. Reed. Assembly—Herman

Heartel, Ed. McGarry, Joseph Meyer, H. C. West, Richard Carlisle,

H. L. Palmer, Wm. A. Hawkins, Enoch Chase, and J. H. Tweedy.

Lakin cSc Steever, Chas. D. Lakin and Michael Steever, attorneys,

were together this year.
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Mr. Steever was a great politician. He was a man of much

ability and very active. He was also very ambitious and very aggres-

sive. He would not occupy a second position if he could help it.

He was a colonel ui the Mexican war of 1847, and made a good

record. His house was the present Jacobs homestead on National

Avenue. He was a strong friend and just as strong an enemy. He
was much in office as United States District Attorney, member of

Assembly, etc. He has been dead many years.

Mr. Lakin is yet with us, but from ill health is not in active

business. He has, however, been a very prominent lawyer, has been

United States District Attorney, and made a very efficient one, but

was never as aggressive as Mr. Steever.

Camp & Perkins, Hoel H. Camp, and Chas. Perkins, green fruit,

were at what is now 303 East Water Street this fall, with six thousand

barrels of apples. Mr. Perkins was for a number of years quite a

large operator in real estate. He was a wide awake and energetic

citizen, kept things running. He built the frame dwelling now owned

by Alfred James, No. 517 Lake Avenue, Seventh Ward. He died in

Kansas. His great mistake in business was to always go in too

deep. He was of medium height, dark hair and eyes, spoke low,

had a very pleasant way of doing business, was strictly conscientious

and honest. A man whose word was as good as a bond. I remem-

ber Mr. Perkins well, and was at one time connected with him in

the purchase and sale of real estate.

HoEL H. Camp.

The record of Hoel H. Camp, (who the reader has already seen

was connected with Mr. Perkins in the fruit trade in 1853), has since

his first arrival in Milwaukee been one of uninterrupted success, his

excellent financial ability bringing him quickly to the front, and upon

the organization of the Farmers and Millers bank in 1853, and the

election of Edw. D. Holton, as President, (who, when practicable,

always selected his assistant? from among the sons of New England)

he was appointed teller, which position he filled until 1854, when

he was elected to the responsible office of cashier, and which he

held continuously up to 1863, (during which period, through his

wise management, the Bank had become a power financially, as well
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as a general favorite with the public), when the Bank was re-or-

ganized under the new banking law, as the " First National," with

Edw. H. Brodhead, as President, and Mr. Camp, cashier, who held

their several positions until 1882, when Mr. Camp was elected Pres-

ident, (Mr. Brodhead* retiring) and Frank G. Bigelow, (the former

assistant) was elected cashier, which is the status of the Bank to-

day.

Few men in the banking business in the west rank higher, or

have been more successful as financiers than has the subject of this

sketch. LikeS. S. Merrill, he has large comprehensive powers, as

well as rapidity of thought, and quickness of decision. He is also a

good judge of of character, a trait that a banker, in order to be suc-

cessful, must possess. He seems to know by intuition just how far to

trust a man and be safe. Neither does anything escape his observa-

tion ; and while in the Bank, he seems to be not only ubi(iuitous in

person, but in mind also, and of course never loses the run (so to

speak) of the business in hand, or of tlie employees, all of wliom are

systematically trained in a knowledge of the duties of their several

positions, and some of whom, Frank G. Bigelow, the present cashier,

and F. E. Krueger, clerk, have grown from boyhood to manhood in

the service of the bank, while under his official eye. Mr. Camp is

also a stockhoJder and director in the Northwestern National In-

surance Company, and has been one of its executive committee ever

since its organization, in which capacity he has been very useful,

and the financial snm-l which he cannot unravel must be past cure.

He is also a strong churchman and a leading member of St. James

Episcopal church, on Grand Avenue, of which he was one of the

founders.

In person Mr. Camp is of medium height, with a muscular, well

developed and compacdy built frame ; has a nervous temperament

;

is very athletic, and very quick motioned. He has a strong will and

the ability to enforce it, which he seldom fails to do, and like all

men occupying official positions, (who expect to succeed) never al-

lows a too close intimacy from any one, well knowing that tiie man

who is independent to-day may be the supplicant of to-morrow, antl

*Mr. Brodhead, acting as Vice President.
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as such ask for favors, that as a banker he cannot grant. Mr.

Camp has a strong voice, (juite loud in tone, speaks quick, very

distinct and ahvays to the point ; knows just what he wants, and

always strikes while the iron is hot. In political faith he is a repub-

lican, and a strong one, but is not a pohtician, does not want and

will not hold office, but is at the same time ready to do all he can

for the advancement of good government, and is one of Milwaukee's

solid, representative men and honored citizens.

Mr. Camp was born at Derby, Vermont, January 27th, 1822.

Pfister & Vogel's Tannery.

The following taken from the Sentmel of Oct. 15, 1853, will give

the reader of these pages, some idea of the infantile days of that

mammoth corporation known as the Pfister & Vogel Leather Co.

The editor writes as follows :

Persons who often look out from their dweUings or places of business, may

have noticed a tall chimney towering above a red building on the south side of the

Menomonee Valley. This chimney, which is one hundred feet high, belongs to

the tannery of Guido Pfister & Co., their store being at 149, now 347 East

Water. This tannery has been in operation about five, years and has done a large

business, and will when the present enlargement is completed, have cost $20,000

The main building is 130x40 feet besides the engine room and leach house. The

first floor has 63 vats, and the travelers through this subterranean region, checkered

with pits of dark colored water, have to be careful or they will get something worse

than a faU. The engine is of 30 horse power, built by Bell & McNair, of Buffalo.

The second story is for grinding bark and a store room for hides and leather

and for stuffing harness leather and calf-skins. The 3d story is for a drying

room, rolling leather &c. Just across the river is a small building for tanning

sheep-skin. This year the company will work up 15,000 sheep-skins. One

thousand two hundred cords of bark are used annually, at a cost $6 per cord.

They work 35 men.

Biographical.

This well known establishment was founded in 1847 by Guido

Pfister, a native of Hockingen, Germany, who came to America in

August, 1845, and settled at Buffalo, N. Y., where he remained until

May, 1847, when he came to Milwaukee, and opened a small leather

store on the Market Square, in a small building then standing at

what is now 459 East Water Street. He remained here, however,

but a short time, as the store was not large enough for his increasing
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trade, and he removed to what is now 413 East Water Street, Knee-
land's Block, m the fall of 1849. He certainly was there in 1850 and

1853. His next location was at what is now 349 East Water Street,

where he remained but a short time, when he purchased and removed

into the building known as No. 288 East Water Street, where he

remained undl the erection (and removal into) of the present splendid

store, Nos. 85 and 87 Buffalo vStreet.

Previous to this, however, in April, 1848, a partnership had been

formed by Mr. Pfister with Frederick Vogel, Sr., and F. Schullkoff,

also from Buffalo, and the erection of a tannery commenced on the

Menomonee, the nucleus of the present mammoth structure, where

the manufacture of leather in all its branches was carried on until

1857, when Mr. Schullkoff" withdrew, and the business was con-

tinued by Messrs. Pfister Si Vogel, until 187 1, when The Pfister iV

Vogel Leather Company was incorporated, capital $200,000, with

Guido Pfister, president, F. Vogel, Sr., general manager, Gottlob

Bossert, secretary, and in 1876 Frederick Vogel, Jr., and Chas.

Pfister were admitted as partners in the corporation, and the present

official staff" consists of Guido Pfister, president, Frederick Vogel, Sr.,

vice president, Frederick Vogel, Jr., general manager, GotUob Bos-

sert, secretary, and Chas. Pfister, treasurer, with a capital stock of

$400,000 and a surplus of $200,000, since January i, 1883.

Such in brief in the history of the Pfister & Vogel Leather Com-

pany, one of Milwaukee's best and well known industries.

And now as to the personale of its members. Guido Pfister, who

founded the house, is in many respects a remarkable man. He is of

German descent and possesses all the habits of industry, economy,

and love of money, which characterize the natives of that old his-

toric land—a nation whose sons never fail to leave their impress upon

the character of any land or its institutions in which they may chance

to dwell. In person Mr. Pfister is of medmm size, with a well formed

and muscular frame, dark hair and dark blue eyes in which there is

always to be seen an expression indicating firmness of character as

well as kindness of heart. He has a nervous temperament, a strong

will, that when once a purpose is formeil in his mind enables him to

carry it out, which he will do if possible. His l)ump of cautic^n is

very large, so large as to always keep him on safe ground. I le likes
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to be at the head of large organizations, whether for manufacturing

purposes, or for constructing railroads, (in which he has been some-

what prominent,) as well as successful. His industry is proverbial,

never idle a moment. He walks quite fast, usually with one hand

(generally the right one) placed behind his back, and his eyes fixed

upon the ground. He seldom looks up when on the street, and yet

if you should ask him who he met in his rounds he would probably

tell you, as he possesses the faculty to a remarkable degree of recog-

nizing every one he meets with whom he is acquainted, apparently by

intuition, and without looking up will give them a nod of recognition.

This the writer has seen him do a thousand times. He will even

converse with you, without apparently losing the thread of the subject

uppermost in his mind. He is a perfect gentleman always, and like

Lawrence or J. A. Dutcher will never " backbite " any one. or meddle

with any one's affairs unless called upon. Such are a few of the per-

sonal characteristics of Guido Pfister, one of Milwaukee's solid and

most respected German citizens, and whose face is as familiar to our

citizens as that of the sun. May the day be far distant when it will

be seen no more on earth.

Of F. Vogel, Sr., the writer can only say that his part in the build-

ing up of this well known house, has been an important one, as on

him more than upon Mr. Pfister, (whose part was more in the finan-

cial line,) devolved the duty of seeing that the stock brought into

the tannery, was properly manufactured, otherwise no money could

have been made. This gentleman has now retired from the arduous

labors devolving upon the general manager and is taking it easy, his

mantle having fallen upon F. Vogel, Jr., and who is in every way

qualified to wear it. He is full of life and energy and keeps things

moving. He understands the business thoroughly and is rapidly

coming to the front, as one of our best business men. Ot Mr. Bos-

sert, who is from Wurtemberg, and who fills the responsible position

of secretary and financial manager, it is proper to say that no bet-

ter selection could have been made. Brought up in the firm, he is

conversant with all its wants, as well as the routine of every depart-

ment, from the youngest clerk in the ofiice to the manager at the

tannery, and the regularity with which the work in his department

goes on, is wonderful. Many men, particularly clerks, would get
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angry at the interruptions occurring by the presentation of bills and

other matters for collection, when engaged in some financial problem,

but he does not. He is always dignified and courteous, and for a

man of his years, very active. He is quick to see when anything

is wrong in his department, and will correct it quietly. There is no

scolding in that office, or tiiult finding
;
go there when you will, you

will find it the same quiet but busy place. Your business if you liave

any, will be at once attended to and you are expected to leave, as they

have no time to waste on idle callers. Of Mr. Chas. Pfister, the

junior member of the firm, the writer caii only say, his training has

been excellent, and for one of his age, shows marked business ability.

He has begun where his father did, at the foot of the ladder, and if

he lives, will ultimately reach the top. He is one of the few young

men, born to inherit wealth, in our city, that have shown indications

of being useful members of society or of making good business men.

Too many of this class, go to the dogs.

Railroad Earnings.

Tlie following is a statement of the earnings of the Milwaukee &

Mississippi Railroad, from August i, 1852, to August i, 1853:

Freight. Passe.nger. Totai..

August $2,57089 $3.04733 $5,61822

September 5.25165 4.055 5° 9.30615

October 9.67453 5.397 59 15.07212

November «,340 32 4,00192 12,34224

December 8.094 34 3.ii«30 10,21264

January...: 7.605 95 3.195 30 •?,'^,°'
:,?

February 5.515 '6 3.29070 6,80586

March.. 4,63608 3.52127 M57 35

April 4,1247!^ 4.81960 8,94438

May. '.".v.'.'. 7,73642 6,2137s 13.95020

June 10,25914 ^30403 18,56317

J^ly 7,77021 8,38464 15,1548^

Total $81,57947 $57,34996 $138,52843

Running Expenses.

August - $4,444 39
September 3.77^ 94
October 4.376 3'

November 4.332 5'

December 4.^32 64

January 3.766 84

Total $25,531 63

February $4,39^ 04

March 4.044 21

April 3.421 98

May 4.206 45

]une 4.33' ^'

July 4.500 00

Total $24,993 49

In June, 1852, only 36 miles of road were in operation; in June, 1853, 70 niUes

56
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were in operation. The business has more than trebled, therefore while the num-

ber of miles in operation has been doubled. It is not doubted that when the road

shall have reached Stoughton and Madison, next fall, that the monthly receipts

will run up to $25,000 or $30,000.

Some difference between then and now, (1883,) the number of

miles in operation being in round numbers 5,000, and the monthly

receipts $2,000,000,

Political.

As the time for the fall election drew nigh the fur began to fly.

Lies were thicker than blackberries. The editors would tell a lie one

day and take it back the next. Three tickets were put in the field,

one of which was led by Henry S. Baird, for governor, whig. The

temperance by Ed. D. Holton ; and the purely democratic by Bars-

tow and the balance. The contest was mainly upon the temperance

question. In the ist Ward, Jackson Hadley led the democratic

ticket for the Assembly, and William E. Webster in the 5th—the

latter giving a pledge that, if elected, he would not vote for the pas-

sage of the " Maine," or any other law which would aid the temper-

ance cause. This pledge was entirely superfluous, as any one who

ever knew Mr. Webster can testify. He was as big a drunkard as

ever lived here, and that is saying a good deal. Although of good

abilities, and for a while after he came a prominent and successful

lawyer, whisky got the better of him and he died in the gutter,

despised by all and mourned by none. But to return. Party feeling

ran higher than any previous year. S. M. Booth was put in nomi-

nation in the 4th Ward for the Assembly, and a resolution passed by

the convention that the same be published in all the papers that

would print his name. This was pretty rough on Booth, but he was

not troubled about it. Like Noonan, he was always on the watch for

a head to hit, and always ready to hit it. Oh, there was fun this year.

In reference to the candidacy of Mr. Holton, the Wisconsin, of

the 2d August, had the following, calling him the Temperance and

Abolition candidate. The article was entitled

:

The Morals of the Coalition.

The SentinePs committal to Mr. Holton, and the repudiation of Judge Baird,

are among the startling events of the campaign. A few weeks since it puffed

Henry S. Baird to the skies, after he had been fairly and unanimously nominated
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by the Whig Slate Convention. And now, without any fault on his part, the

Sentinel has attempted to slaugliter him practically in a most dishonorable and

ungentlemanly manner. There is also another person on the Whig ticket, and

that man is Elisha Starr, who has been treated even more shabbily. In this case

the ingratitude is more signal, because Mr. Starr has done as much to build up

the Sentinel as any man in the State. And yet he is coolly tossed overboard for

the coalition candidate " Selah Booth." Whigs of Milwaukee, do you approve of

this treachery to Mr. Starr ? It is the more flagrant in his case as he is a resident

of Milwaukee.

It would appear from the above that the Sentinel played " roots,"

so to speak, against its own candidates and party.

The following political squib upon the course of the Wisconsin,

and the N'ews*- appeared in the Sentinel, who, it claimed, were

for " Peter one day, and Paul the next," (or words to that effect.)

Here is the squib :

Two " Organs " in Market.

The Morning News, emulous of the Evening Wisconsiit, "tenders the use of its

columns to the Whig party." 'i'he Wisconsin had made the same offer, in advance

of the News. Both these paper, therefore, are "up for Cowes and a market."

They can be had at a bargain. If the Whig party wants one or more " organs,"

and will take the usual buyer's risk, here is a chance for them. It is not often

that such an opportunity for speculation occurs. Enterprising gentlemen of small

means and large necessities will find either of these organs exactly to their taste.

They are warranted to play and tune, if the purchaser will only find the " wind "

to fill them. The only difficulty is, that they can never be made to play together.

There is radical discord between them. If the Nrcvs occasionally sings sharp, the

Wisconsin invariably sounds flat; though there is little choice between the flats of

the one and the sharps of the other. Such as they are, however, these " organs"

are now offered, cheap for cash. Will somebody start them? Do we hear r. bid ?

Two "organs" going! going! going!

No election had ever been so hotly contested, the li(iuor question

overshadowing all others. And the scenes of this day will not be

forgotten, at least by some of the actors while they live. It was held

November 8th. It was " Pierce and King," in Milwaukee, and free

whisky.

The Germans always jealous of their liberties, were fearful if the

*The Neivs was of course intensely Democratic, and the JfW/^/« nearly as

bad in those days, particularly when under the control of NVm. H. Sullivan, ami

Wm. E. was not always to be found on the Whig side of the fence, although often

sitting astride of it.
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temperance party were successful, that all their fun would be at an

end, were greatly excited, and under the leadership of Albert Bade,

were marched up to the polls in solid phalanx, and made to show

their vote before depositing it in the box, and of course the Maine

Law was defeated. The result in the city was as follows :

First Ward, for, 370; Second, 124; Third, 122; Fourth, 188;

Fifth, 73; total, 877. Against, First Ward, 824; Second, 1064;

Third 478; Fourth, 299; Fifth, 322 ; total, 2984; majority against,

2107.

The large vote in the Second Ward, is accounted for from the fact

that the population was all (or nearly all,) Germans. Several rows

occurred there, and many who wished to vote the temperance ticket,

were driven from the polls with clubs, and -even knives were drawn

upon some who wished to vote that ticket,* wagons and drays were

driven through the streets filled with men who were drinking beer

from kegs set upon the drays and wagons, hooting and yelling like

so many demons. Some ludicrous as well as some rough scenes

were enacted in the First Ward. There was a band wagon driven

up to the sidewalk in front of the Murray block, on Market Square,

now Nos. 450, 452 and 454, East Water, and halted, the band play-

ing all the while. Among those standing there Hstening to the music

besides myself, was a young fellow, a gas fitter, who worked at that

time for Lansing Bonnell, he and I being the only persons standing

at that point, and not 6 feet from the wagon. I noticed his eyes be-

gan to glisten as he watched the trombone player, who seated upon the

side next to us was puttmgin the appoggiaturas the best he knew how

his cheeks puffing out as he took in the wind, every few seconds, until

suddenly and without a word being spoken, my companion sprang

from the sidewalk and gave him a clip behind the ear, that laid him

*Several warrants were issued by Justice Bode, made returnable at the P olice

Office, for assault and batteries committed upon election day, one of which was
against three men (names not known) who were charged with assault and battery

upon Avery Hill, at the polls in the 2d ward. One of the defendants applied for

and obtained a warrant against Hill. A warrant was also out against jolin Ry-
craft for assault and battery upon l.ouis Ott, at the 1st Ward polls. A general

fight took place at the last named polls and in sight of Sheriff Page and some of

his deputies, who looked on the while without interfering—Under Sheriff Con-
novei interfering a short time before having got his clothes torn and his hat

(nearly a new one) smashed up. A warrant was also issued against George
Spooler, for assault and battery upon Frederick Wiegleb.
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out, and was back in his place again before any one but myself, saw

what he had done. This accident caused the band to stop playing in

order to ascertain who had struck " Billy Patterson," but not being

able to get any information upon that point, they finally started for

the west side, and as they turned into Oneida street at the Grand

Central Hotel, the trombone man's head still lay upon his breast,

upon which it had fallen when first hit, neither could he raise it. It

was the worst Uck I ever saw a man get before (or behind, either for

that matter,) and took all the wind out of Herr Vanderspreyken or

whatever his name was, in short order. All that I could find out in

regard to the gasfitter, was that his name was Jack, and he certainly

jacked that musician up in good style. Shortly after this a German

who was full ot benzine, got into a two horse wagon and drove di-

rectly through the crowd—full three tliousand in numl)er, ui)on a keen

run. How they all got out of the way, was a mystery, but they did.

Ex. sheriff, John White, who was upon the ground gave chase l)Ut

could not catch the fellow. I have often laughed at the ludicrous

appearance of John White, upon that occasion. He had on a white

overcoat or surtout, as that style of coat was called, a white stove-pipe

hat, and white neck tie, and the figure he cut while running with the

long tails of that coat sticking straight out behind him, his arms ail

the while working like the blades of a wind mill, (which they were

just then,) was one not to be easily forgotten, and as he came panting

back after his fruidess chase, he exclaimed in his usual elegant style,

" Be Jases if ide got hoult of that chap, would n't I fixed him," or

words to that effect, at the same time jerking up his shirt collar. it

was rich.* John White was one of the few Irish leaders who could

never be satisfied unless in oflice. He was tall and straight as an

arrow, walked with a quick military step, spoke short, and with tlie

national accent strong, was fond of pomp and show, and had his fiill

share of self esteem. He was democratic to the core. He was

much in office, was collector for the government under Pierce,

and made a very good one, but like all those old time politicians,

he filled an early grave, but 1 often think of John White, and in

*Mr White had a habil of taking hold of his shirt collar with his lhiiml> and

fore finger when talking, and giving it a jerk, why, I do not know except to em-

phasize his words or make the more emphatic.
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memory's ever sleepless eye can see him as he appeared in his

palmiest days. I once heard him say that Americans should not

hold office, they were not competent ; foreigners he said should hold

office. He died July 27, 1863.

There is also another incident which occurred at that election,

that often comes to mind when thinking of those exciting times,

which was this : As a natural sequence of the result of their ticket

they were, when night had put her dark mantle over the earth, (to

use a slang phrase) in " high feather," and the saloons were all

packed with an excited crowd who were filled with joy and

" phisky and lager," and yelling for Pierce and King. As I was

standing watching the antics of the crowd, a couple of lads, not

probably over sixteen years old, whose interest in the election was

evident from the way they walked, came reeling out of a saloon on

Market Square about 9 P. M.,« and commenced hurrahing for

Pierce and King, which they did several times, when one of them,

probabl_v wishing to give those gentlemen a boom, or being unable

longer to contain the patriotism with which he was overflowing,

placed one hand upon his companion's shoulder, raised the other

straight in the air, and lifting one foot, (just as a dog does), drew m
his breath and shouted, " Hoorah for Piz and King," (meaning

Pierce and King) in a tone of voice that was probably intended to

be heard in Washington, D. C, bringing his foot down at the word

King with such force as to send the mud, which was at least two

inches in depth, flying in all directions.

The war between the Se7itinel and Wisconsin was very bitter at

this time. The only thing upon which they did agree was to fight

Noonan, who was the Mordecai of all the editors in the city, and

who in spite of all they could do, held the fort for several

years. So intense was this hostility as to cause the Wisconsin to

call upon every one in the State who ever had any dealings with'

him, or who knew any anything against him, here or in Michigan

to open up and let him have it. But Noonan was always enough

for Wm. H. SuUivan, Wm. E. Cramer, S. M. Booth, or Gen. King.

And one reason for their hatred was the fact that they could

not beat him. It took John J. Orton to do that.

There was a libel suit against the Wisconsin, growing out of the
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publication of an article in that paper on the nth of Ntjvenihcr,

signed " A Democrat," in which some heavy charges were made
against Noonan, who sued them for it. This feeling was further in-

tensified by an attempt on the part of the Catholics (at the supposed
instigation of Noonan), through Edward McGarry, to divide the

school money, during which there was what the unregenerate would
call a " hell of a time," among the editors and politicians. It was a

litde too early, however, to attempt a division of the school fund.

The f ict of Noonan's getting and retaining the post office, was a

sore thing to all the editors as well as to many of the citizens, who,

while they could not say that he was inefficient, disliked to see liiiu

there. It was a bitter dose for all the Whigs, as well as a goodly

number of his own party, to swallow. But, like the spiders that the

writer fed to the frogs at the Lake House, (mentioned in previous

chapter,) they had to stand it.

Opening of the Cross Keys.

Bailey Stimpson gave a regular old fashioned " house warning," at

the opening of this then popular hotel, (now used wholly for mer-

cantile purposes,) December i6, 1853. This house is yet in a good

state of preservation, although its former glories have departed, as

well as its famous landlord, Mr. Stimpson, who was quite a character

in his day. He was a very large and rough looking man. He had

a large head, covered with coarse, dark brown hair inclined to stand

erect. He was cross-eyed—in fact his eyes were the worst crossed of

any I can remember to have seen, (except the man Bumgartner, men-

tioned in Vol. I, page 130,) and no person would be very likely to

mistake him for an Adonis, or a dude. But " Uncle Bailey," as he

was usually called, was a very useful man in his way. Neither was

his compeer and boon companion. Daily of the Pennsylvania House,

an Apollo Belvidere. He was over six feet in height, three-fourths

of which was legs, had a sHm grayhound-like body, crowned with a

head nearly as long as a horse's and thin in proportion. The first

impulse felt by any one upon seeing him was to laugh. He and Mr.

Stimpson would get on a tear occasionally, and when they did there

was music, as Daily, with his long face, and Stimpson, with his cross-

eyes, would create a sensation in the town. I believe both are dead
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long ago, but I often think of them as they appeared when out for a

httle fresh air.

A brick store, No. 286 East Water Street, was built this year by

Messrs. Mahler & Wendt, (Jacob Mahler and Chas. E. Wendt.)

First snow fell this year, October 24.

The river closed this year, December 19.

St. John Church, (Episcopalian), Rev. David Keene, rector, north-

west corner of Hanover and Pierce streets, was dedicated on Dec.

27th, of this year.

A new wood and hay ordinance was passed December 14, 1853.

Wm. R. Perry was the first inspector under this ordinance.

Chris. Dexheimer.

This gentleman (for he is such in every sense of the word) came

to Milwaukee from Hesse Darmstadt, Germany, with his parents, m
June, 1846, when only 14 years of age. The parents went directly

into the country leaving the subject of this sketch to find employ-

ment in the city, in order to earn not only his own hving, but at the

same time to aid them as well in securing a home in this land of

their adoption, which like a dutiful son, he did to the best of his

ability. The first few years of city life gave him his full share of the

rough that fell to the lot of most of the German lads of that early

day. His first venture for wealth was the attempt in connection

with John Goodman, to introduce a newly discovered burning fluid

for lamps. It was not however, a success, (probably) as we find

him in 1857 engaged in the soda water business in company

with a Mr. L. Hopkins. This however, soon played out as it

proved to be too weak a beverage for the stomachs of the average

Milwaukeean of that day. His next venture was as an employee in

the Post Office in 1861. Here, as the miners would say, he struck

it rich. This was under John Lockwood. Here his genius was

soon discovered, and he was at once placed in charge of the mail-

ing department, which position he held for 18 years, retaining it

through all the changes of administration that the country has under

gone, until he has become one of the fixtures of that office. For

the last three years he has had charge of the stamp department. Mr.

Dexheimer has good clerical ability ; has a quick eye, seldom if ever



MILWAUKEE UNDER THE CHARTER. 461

makes a mistake (or miscount) when selling stamps or counting

money ; he is trustworthy always, and will do no act that is dis-

honest or mean. The writer's long acquaintance with him has

given him a good opportunity to learn all his good points, (bad

ones he has none). He is a staunch republican, and has been an

active member of the ]xirty since its first organization. He was also

a member of the volunteer fire department for four years under that

veteran fireman, Peter Van Vechten, Jr., and has made a record for

honesty, sobriety, and usefulness that any man in the city miglit

well be proud of. He is yet in the prime of life and usefulness, and

let us hope that his well known face and pleasant voice may be seen

and heard at the window of the stamp department of the Tost Office

for many years to come.

Correction.

It was stated on page 308, when speaking of the Pioneer Sasii,

Door and Bfind factory of Z. Clayton, on N. W. corner of Wiscon-

sin and Marshall streets, that it was pulled down long ago. This is

incorrect, it is yet standing, but in a dilapidated condition, and used

as a stable ; it stands directly in rear of of No. 236 Wisconsin Street.

The following has been given here as a curiosity and as a sample

of spelling, and might properly be termed an orthographical

kaleidoscope :

MlLWAU-/^^^—MlLWAU/'/>—MlLWAU-/ty—MlLWAU-X'O'— ^IlLI.-WAl.lv-<'<r !

Says he to me, Sir-ee !

They are wrong about Mill-walk-ee,

In spelling it Milwauk-«,

Or, what's the same to me,

To write it Milwauk-?V,

Or (what a " native " says to me)

To print it Milwau-Zy

On the strength of orthography.

Or (what a locksmith hinted me)

'I'o spell it thus, Sir—Mihvau--(v/,

The way to do it correctly—

The proJ>er way, is Mi//-ioa/l-ee.
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Diagram
Of the west )4 of Block {7), Third Ward, httwttn Michigan and Huron Strtets, as it appeared in 1835-6-7-8,

Two of these buildings (viz:) The "Collage Jnii," n.l the Juneau Homestead, w

IS, see vol. i, page (25,) and vol. 2. page 179 and i;. The others in 1836,5661
^ Street being occupied at that lime by Hon. W. A. "renliss, and the other (the 01

rr in the land office. These cuts are/oc simiUs, onlythat the Premiss house had a

wn in the cut.) \

re as the reader has already seen, erected

>1. 1, page 41. The one on the comer of

sslory one) by Col. A. B. Morton, the old

itove pipe in place of a brick chimney (as

CERTIFICATH.

We, the undersigned hereby certify that the above diagram is sl/oc simile of that part of Kisi Wati

and Huron Streets, as it appeared in the years above mentioned,

URIEL B. SMITH. JOHN B. MKKKIL
DANIEL WELLS, Jr. WM. S. TKOWBKII
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APPENDIX.

MILWAUKEE S EIRST PERMANENT
WHITE SETTLER.

JUNEAU vs. MORANDEAU.

The slanderous statements made concerning the home life of Solo-

man Juneau and wife, on page 65 of a book called a history of Mil-

waukee, published in 1S81, by an association known as the " West-

ern Historical and Publishing Co., of Chicago," as well as the unjust

attempt made in said book to oust Mr. Juneau from his rightful

place as the first permanent white settler of our fair city, and to sub-

stitute one Jean Baptiste Morandeau in his stead, together with the

charge of his defrauding the heirs of said Morandeau out of their

land, a claim based upon the statements—or pretended statements

—

of a daughter of the said Morandeau, Mrs. Victoria Porthier, which

statements, as will be seen she has since publicly denied ever having

made, aroused a feeling of the deepest indignation in the hearts of

the citizens of Milwaukee generally, while in those of the old settlers

who knew their utter falsity, (and to whom the memory of Solomon

Juneau and wife was almost a sacred thing,) it was intense, antl led

to a newspaper discussion in which the Hon. Morgan L. Martin, of

Green Bay, as well as many of the most prominent citizens of Mil-

waukee individually, and the " Old Settlers" and " Pioneer " a.sso-

ciations of Milwaukee county, officially, took part, resulting in

showing the falsity of that gentleman's claim to the honor of being
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Milwaukee's first permanent white settler, as well as the charge of

his heirs having been defi'auded out of thejr inheritance by Mr.

Juneau. " Vide " the proceedings of said associations herewith an-

nexed and marked "A."

Also of the falsehoods stated on page 65 of said history, concern-

ing the home life of Solomon Juneau and wife, being fully disproved

by the statements of Mrs. Theresa Juneau White, [marked B]

;

E. Goodrich Loomis, [marked C] ; Uriel B. Smith, [marked D]

;

Peter and Amabel Vieau, [marked E]. The letters of William

S. Trowbridge and Elisha W. Edgerton, hereunto annexed, and

marked F and G, while for the disproval of tlie claims made

in said history, for Morandeau as having been a native of

" Old France," of " elaborate education," extreme " polish " and

" gentility," on page 63, and of high " social " and " family con-

nections," and intended for the " priesthood," page 65. And as

having an immense " library,"* pages 6^ and 66, so useful to a man

who spent his time in following the Indians about from place to place,

as well as to the Indians themselves, who are known to be great

" book-worms," and always restless, unless, (as one of the overland

stage drivers once remarked, when leaving a part of his mail out on

the plains,) they get plenty of truck to read. The searcher after

truth, if a historian, is referred to Mrs. Porthier's denial marked H,

the affidavits of " Jean Baptiste Le Tendre" and Josette Morandeau,

(of Topeka, Kansas,) hereunto annexed and marked I and J, and

in the light of which, " presto," this Bedouin of the wild west, this

*If there is one statement in said history concerning this man Morandeau more
ridiculous than another, it is that library stoiy. It puts the story about the two
cows brought from Chicago, which were such a novelty to the Indians, page bo,

(and repeated again on page 70,) as well as the one about the " wheat fields," the

product of seed brought from Quebec in a powder horn, page 64, all in the shade.

One can understand how a man who might possess a small modicum of the

wonderful virtues claimed for him, or even some " graceless scion " of a noble
house, (in order to evade the penalties of the law,) might have tied to the wilder-

ness, and have made 7v//en there a mis-alliance with a squaw, but such an one
would have had just as much use for, and have been just as likely to have brought
into this great Northwest any time during the last century, a "lop buggy" as a

library, for to have brought such a thing here in a " birch canoe," the only way it

could have been done, would have cost a fortune, (unless it was transported in

that powder horn along with the wheat, J and would when here, have been as

useless to its owner as a $10,000 service of silver plate. That story is too thin

to be entertained for a moment even by a Chicagoan, and certainly no Milwaukeean
believes it, not excepting the one who wrote it. " A library !" Bah !
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gentleman of "extreme polish" and " gentility," of high " social

"

and " family connections," and " elaborate education," this " pseudo

priest," this scion of an "ancient house," who turned his hack upon
his " ancestral chateau," in " Labelle France," came into this new-

world, where he married an " Ottawa Squaw," is strii)ped of all his

borrowed "plumage," and stands before the world as a " sans-culotte,"

in fact, a common " Canadian Engage,'' and a badly demoralized

one at that, also in no sense fitted for the priesthood. So much
for their boasted or pretended history.

The claim made for Morandeau as the first permanent white set-

tler of Milwaukee, could with equal justice be made for Alex Le P'ram-

boise, John B. Beaubian, Stanislaus Chapeau, Laurient Filley,

Claude, Alex, and La Fortune, sons of Le Framboise, Jean Baptiste

Le Tendree, Le Claire, Joseph Shaunier, Capt. Thos. Anderson,* or

or any of the numerous roving traders who ever spent a winter here.

This attack upon the home life of Mr. and Mrs. Juneau, on page

65 of said alleged history, was a dastardly deed, and should (as it

did) entitle its author or authors, to the contempt of every citi/en

of our fair city. There is not the faintest shadow of anything like

proof to sustain it, written or unwritten. And if there had been,

its pubhcation (under the circumstances) was as devilish as it was

cruel. Neither is there anything like proof to sustain the claim

made for Morandeau, as the first permanent white settler of Mil-

waukee, (althougli the attemjjt made to confer that honor upon Inm

would appear to be the principal object in publishing that small

pamphlet of 1663 pages) based wholly upon the pretended state-

ments of this Mrs. Porthier, wlio cannot tell her own age, and who,

*Capt. Th. G. Anderson, a British oflficer, an extended sketch of whom ap-

peared in Vol. IX, Wis. State Hist. Publication for 1S83, fn.m the able ix-n of

Hon. Lyman C. Drnper, (and who was in command of " Fort McKay," as ihe I'osl

at Prairie du Chien was called after its capture by the l^n.^lish, under Capt.

McKay in July 1814,) had formerly been an Inilian Trader, and as such. sikmU

the winters of 1803-4 and 1805 at Milwaukee, where he mentions finding

" Le Claire " and " Le Framboise," but makes no mention of Morandeau, as he

doubtless would have done, had such a "paragon" of loveliness as the history

makes him out to be, resided there, (with that immense library,) which is a strong

proof that Morandeau ha.l no permanent residence at Milwaukee or for that

matter any where else ; and luliy corroborates the statement of his daughter

Tosette, upon that point. Capt. .-Vn.lerson was subsequently in charge of the

British Indian Department at Drummonds Inland, on Lake Huron, for a numhcr

of years, and died at "Port Hope," on Lake Huron, l-eb. 16, 1875. age.l </>

years. He was a Scotchman.
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if that history is correct, was born twice,* and who left the "chateau

Morandeau" when only seven years of age for a home in the Kenzie

family at Chicago. Neither did she visit Milwaukee again for a

period of 24 years, during which time her intercourse with her fam-

ily (if any) must have been very limited, as there does not appear to

be any evidence that Morandeau visited Chicago, except in 181 2,

during all this long period. As these slanderous statements have by

the publication of that alleged History become a matter of public

record, it is but proper that their refutation should be made as pub-

lic. Neither is the man yet horn who can wield a pen of sufficient

power to " oust " Mr. and Mrs. Solomon Juneau from the warm

place they occupy in the hearts of the people of Milwaukee, or

HIM from the rightful honor of being it first permanent white

SETTLER.

The Pioneer and Old Settlers Associations Take Action.

At a meeting of the Old Settlers and Pioneer Associations of

Milwaukee county, held June 25, 1S81, the following proceedings

were had :

The meeting was called to order by the President, Hon. Alex.

Mitchell, who on taking the chair, announced that the object of the

meeting was to consider and take action as an association, on cer-

tain misstatements in regard to the late Solomon Juneau and his

family, contained in the History of Milwaukee, recently published

by the Western Historical Co., of Chicago.

A communication from the Hon. Morgan L. Martin, of Green

Bay, addressed to the Association, giving a detailed account of his

early acc)uaintance and intimate connection with Mr. Juneau and

his family, as well as the hospitality he with others had enjoyed un-

der their friendly roof, and utterly disproving the statements made

in the above book, was then read and ordered to be entered in full

upon the records of the Association.

t

^According to the " History," she was l)orn first on the West Side, as the 5th

child, in 1800, (page 70); a.nd secondly, on the East Side, as the 6th child, in

1805, (page 63.) This is the first case of a second birth on record, i. e., in mod-

ern times.

fAs the sentiments contained in Mr. Martin's letter are substantially embodied

in the resolutions passed by the Association, it has on that account, been omitted.

It can be found as has just been stated, spread in full upon the records of the

Association, as well as in the files of the Milwaukee Sentinel, of June 26, 18S1.
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A statement prepared by the Hon. William A. Prentiss, and

signed by himself, Matthew Keenan, Klisha Starr, Daniel Wells, Jr.,

Alex. Mitchell, Charles H. Larkin, William P. Merrill, .Asahel

Finch, Jr., Franklin J. Blair, John ]]. Merrill, AVm. Jackson,

Jas. S. Buck, Geo. Abert, Chauncey Simonds, Samuel Marshall,

David Ferguson, Harrison Ludmgton, Royal 1). Jennings, Peter

Van Vechten, Jr., A. Henry Bielfeld, Charles F. llsley, Clias.

T. Bradley, Frederick Wardner and Edgar C. Jennings, all old

settlers, contradicting the statements in said History, in reganl

to the situation and condition of Mr. Juneau's house and

store, was also read and fully endorsed by all the members present,

after which the following resolutions prei:)ared by Hon. John P.

McGregor, were read, and after a full discussion, were unanimously

adopted as the sentiments of this Association

:

(A.)

as an ex-Resolved, That the following declarations be ijublished

pression of the deliberate and well-founded convictions of the mem-

bers of the Association, viz :

Our attention having been drawn to certain statements in the

" History of Milwaukee," lately published by the " W^estern Historical

Company," in regard to the late Solomon Juneau and his fanuly

—

more particularly on pages 65 and 69—which represent Mr. and

Mrs. Juneau to have been substantially savages in their manner of

life, and intimate that Mr. Juneau by dishonest and frauelulent prac-

tices, obtained title to lands that justly belonged to others; ami hav-

ing further noticed that great pains have been taken in said book to

disparage Mr. Juneau's claims to be considered the first regular per-

manent white settler at Milwaukee, we desire to place on record the

following declarations

:

While doubdess many French Canadians, in the prosecutic^n of

trade with the Indians, were established for longer or shorter ternis,

and more or less permanently, at the point where Milwaukee now is,

and while it is perhaps of no special credit to Mr. Juneau, tliat he

happened to be located here as a trader at the time the advance of

the settlement of the new continent reached the western shore ol
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Lake Michigan ; still the fact remains indisputable that Laurent*

Solomon Juneau was the first citizen of the United States to settle

permanently at this point, to become a land owner, and to make

permanent improvements in a civilized way, and that he was the

founder of the city of Milwaukee.

IL While no evidence whatever is furnished by the author of the

book in question, to sustain his insinuations, that Mr. Juneau ob-

tained his title to land in Milwaukee by fraud and subornation of

perjury ; and his insinuations to that effect appear utterly gratuitous

and unfounded ; we declare that Mr. Juneau's character as an ex-

ceptionally honest and honorable man, in all the relations of life, is

too well estabhshed, and too generally known to all who had deal-

ings with him to admit of any stain or doubt being thrown on it, by

such unfounded assertions ; in fact they are utterly incredible.

IIL We declare that there is not the slightest foundation for the

assertion that " Mr. and Mrs. Juneau were practically Lidians,"and

that " they dressed and ate like Indians," or that they lived in

squalor and filth, as described in the book. We assert on the con-

trary, that Mr. and Mrs. Juneau were " practically " civilized and

refined white people, and lived in comfort and decency, as is attested

by those yet alive who enjoyed repeatedly the hospitality of Mr.

Juneau at his trading post, and who now come forward to testify not

only to the heartiness of that hospitality, but to the neatness and

refinement of his household ; and many of us can bear witness to

the continual courtesies and kindnesses shown to early settlers by

the Juneau family, which stood on a position of perfect equality

with the famihes of other residents of Milwaukee. The virtues of

Solomon" Juneau are too well known to require special vindication

at our hands. We cannot understand why any historian of Mil-

waukee should endeavor to make it appear that the first gentleman

chosen Mayor of our city was a squalid savage ; nor can we under-

stand the brutal disregard of the feelings of the surviving members

of the Juneau family and their friends, shown by the coarseness of

the language employed to misrepresent and belie that family ; and

*Mr. Junean's full baptismal name was Laurent Solomon, but he always
omitted the first part, and his signature (as far as the writer knows) was simply
" Solomon Juneau."
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we resent and denounce the statements above referred to as at once
gross perversions of the truth, and violations of decency.

Alexandkr Mitchell, President.

Chauncey Simonds, Secretary.

(B.)

7o the Editor of tlie Sentinel:

In the "History of Milwaukee," recently publishcil by '• The
Western Historical Society," is an article purporting to be the life of n>y

father—Solomon Juneau—in which apj^ear such malicious misrepre-

sentations of actual fact, and such deliberate falsehoods, that I am
constrained to ask space in your columns for the correction of this

fabrication, (instigated, as I firmly believe, by malice and envy,) and

a statement of facts in vindication of the life, and in reverence for

the memory of both my father and my ever beloved and honored

mother.

The article commences with saying that "Solomon Juneau, in this

work, will be considered the second permanent settler in Milwaukee."

To this 1 make no rejoinder, since it is of secondary imi)ortance,

except that in the estimation of those who are in possession of all

the facts concerning the first settlement of Milwaukee, my father i.s

entitled to the first place. The writer of the article predicated his

statements upon the "recollections'" of a Mrs. Porthier, who, by her

own confession, cannot remember her own age. Not a particle of

the information is derived from any authentic source ; neither was it

submitted to myself or any other member of my father's family, for

approval or correction, before publication.

Next, we are informed that " JacMjues Vieau was the means of

bringing him here and starting him in business." This statement is

utterly false. My father was never brought here by Jacciues Vieau,

and had no connection with him in business or otherwise after ins

marriage to my mother. He was " started in business " by the

" American Fur Company," and was its authorized agent for a long

term of years, his store and dwelling being located at the corner of

East Water and Wisconsin Streets, near tlie old Van Cott jewelry

store. The " dwelling, store and storehouse for furs " were not, as

58
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this article tells us, " all in one," but each was distinct and separate,

though in close proximity to each other.

The writer goes on to say that •' Mrs. Juneau, who was at least

three-eighths squaw, had almost absolutely nothing with which to

keep house. And if it had been otherwise, her position would not

have been a delightful one for the mistress of any of Milwaukee's

elegant residences to-day. The stinking skins which her husband

was obliged to keep stored in the house, together with the odors

given off by the quantities of fresh meat and fish kept on hand,

which frequently became pretty rank before being consigned to the spit

combined to make a perfume not wholly unlike that arising from a

modern glue factory. This stench delighted the nostrils of the sur-

rounding swarms of Indians, as well as of the packs of wolves and

clouds of flies which it attracted."

In reply to this I will say that my mother was one-fourth Menom-

onee and three-fourths French ; that she never lacked the actual

necessaries for housekeeping, and had many of its comforts, which,

with the coming and going years, and prosperity in business, grew

into absolute luxury. Her " bridal outfit" was after the old-time

fashion among all civilized peoples—a feather-bed, quilts, comforts,

blankets, etc. She was a most painstaking, tidy and careful house-

keeper, and no such noisome " odors " as those named ever tainted

the atmosphere of the house in which she dwelt ; neither were " rank

meats " or " fish " ever " consigned to the spit " by her. The store-

house, where were packed the " skins," was at least sixty feet from

the dwelling, and the store for blankets, etc., stood between them,

thus interposing an impenetrable screen against all that savored of

putrefaction, which was but a weft of the writer's foul imagination,

and may be taken as an index of his taste. He wrote for money,

not for truth.

The unhesitating coarseness of the next paragraph chills my blood

with horror, and I forbear any further comment on the article except

to characterize it from beginning to end, with the small exception of

the date at which my father came here, utterly and maliciously

false.

If, as is said by another writer, my mother saved the lives of scores

of the earlier residents of Milwaukee by her interpositions and en-
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treaties, such service cannot be forgotten by those who still live, and

to them I leave the vindication of her name and fame.

In closing I may quote the words of one of Milwaukee's noblest

women concerning her, and one who knew her as intimately as was

possible for any one outside her own family :
" She was a lady in the

best sense of that term ; shy and retreating in her nature, distancing

all except those who compelled her love."

Theresa Juneau White.

Milwaukee, June ii, 1881.

(C.)

To the Editor of the Republican :

Having read a communication written by Mrs. Theresa |uneau

White, under date of June 12, 188 1, I referred to my copy of the

" History of Milwaukee, pubhshed in 1881, at Chicago, A. T.

Andrews, proprietor." After several days consideration, I believe it

a duty to denounce certain statements regarding Laurent S. Juneau

in said volume, as abominably and absurdly false. Even were there

a shadow of truth in them, what man would desecrate a perished

household to wound the living who were born under its roof? An

historian ! God save the mark !

As by this time most people have looked up the passage as I did,

no repetition of it is requisite further than to state that this Chicago

history paints the Juneaus as living amid stenches and garbage and

penury, as cannibals might subsist, or a lazar-house furnish lodgings.

It is a very distasteful task to vindicate a man of Juneau's noble

spirit and kindness of soul against a vicious lie, touching the menace

of his cottage; but it is right to do so if practical—for nothing could

be better appointed, better managed, neater or more cleanly, tlian

the food and everv other necessary and comfort in his little family.

Whatever there was on the land or in the water in line of eatables

came to him of the best, and in fomous abundance.

One would hke to know upon what authority, that is, fair historical

authority, this stujjid trash to which reference has been made, posi-

tively stands. If such a statement has been originall)- made, the



472 APPENDIX.

same person can be asked to repeat it—repeat it exactly as it stands

in the " History of Milwaukee," lately published. Let's have the

old settler's authority for the idea, in the old settler's exact words,

and then collate them with the text of the book.

In the case of Juneau's trading post near the corner of Wisconsin

and East Water Streets, the warehouse was separate and detached

from his dwelling; a short distance intervening between the two.

No foul scents could pollute the air of the house proper, neither was

there a wolf to be seen or heard howling. Juneau lived, on the

contrary, nicely, and everything for his table was prepared by his

wife in the neatest and most cleanly manner—in fact he prided him-

self on her skill as a good housewife. Personally, Mrs. Juneau was

shy and retiring with strangers, but hospitable, industrious, watchful

and very kind to all conditions of both poor and rich. Their mode

of living, apart from annoyance by the Indians, was one of industry,

plenty, of constant hospitality and real charities.

E. Goodrich Loomis.

(D.)

To the Editor of the Sentinel :

It may perhaps appear strange that I have kept silent so long in

regard to the scandalous lies published in the new history of Mil-

waukee by the Western Historical Company, about the home life of

Mr. and Mrs. Solomon Juneau, which have called forth such uni-

versal condemnation from the Old Settler's Club and others ; but it

is never too late to do justice, and 1 now take the opportunity to

add my voice to this ; and to say, that 1 fully and unqualifiedly en-

dorse the statement made by Hon. Morgan L. Martin, as well as

the action taken by the Old Settler's and Pioneer Club on the 25th

of June, as being just, and that I fully concur in the same. A more

brutal and cowardly attack upon the memory of the honored dead

could not well have been made, and should bring upon its author,

whoever he may be, the scorn and contempt of the people of Mil-

waukee, who will ever hold the memory of Solomon Juneau and his

wife in grateful remembrance. The statement made on pages 64

and 65, if true, should never have been put in print. But known,
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as they certainly are by all of the early settlers, to be wholly untrue,

they have called out an indignant denial from all who have read

them.

No settler's cabin in the west, that I have ever been in, was kept in

better order or had a more homelike appearance than theirs, as

many yet living, besides niyself, who were entertained there upon

their first arri/al in the place, in 1835 and 1836, can testify.

I was intimately acquainted with Mrs. Solomon Juneau. My
child, Milwaukee Smith, was born October 10, 1835. She was the

first white child born in Milwaukee, and Mrs. Juneau was present

at her birth, and attended upon my wife in such a kind and motherly

manner as to win the love and esteem of my wife as well as myself.

Mrs. Juneau was also an attendant and watcher at the death bed

of my wife, some two years after, and during the whole period of

our acquaintance we were on the most intimate terms.

For such services rendered to my wife during her sickness, I of-

fered ample remuneration, which was immediately declined—she

saying to me, " Such services were due all, and that, too, without

consideration." Such incidents can never be forgotten, and 1 feel

that I must thus add my testimony to her goodness as a woman, and

I trust that Milwaukee, to-day, has her equal— I know it lias not her

superior.

As to the work, as a whole, I consider it worthless, as it is grossly

incorrect, badly arranged and much too large. Neither lia\e 1 seen

a person who has one that does not consider himself badly sold, it

is more like a directory than a history. The twelve dollars for the

book and the sixty dollars for the portrait, seem to have been the

main consideration with the originators.

Uriel B. Smmh.

Milwaukee, July 9, 188 1.

(E.)

From the ]Vaiikes]ia Frccinau.

The false, malicious attacks and aspersions towards the memory of

our beloved sister Josette Juneau and her husband L. Solomon

Juneau, as published in a history of Milwaukee, at the foot of i)age

64 and at the top of page 65, under the general head of " M ilwaukee's
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second permanent settlers," and printed in Chicago, A. T. Andrews,

proprietor, have filled us with sorrow and indignation.

These attacks and aspersions have been already refiited by many

able writers, eminently among them, Judge Morgan Lewis Martin,

ot Green Bay. But how can we be silent when the memories of

our dead are basely slandered, and their names vilified in an edition

of five thousand volumes ?

Among other baseless fabrications in these books, we are obliged

to quote the following malignant invention beginning at the last line

of page 64 :
" L. Solomon Juneau's dwelling house stood more out

into East Water Street than the present block, and was a dwelling,

store and store-house for furs, all in one. Mrs. Juneau, who was at

least three-eighths squaw, had almost absolutely nothing with which

to keep house, and if it had been otherwise, her position would not

have been a dehghtful one for the mistress of any of Milwaukee's

elegant residences to-day. The stinking skins which her husband

was obliged to keep stored in the house, together with the odor

given off by the quantities of fresh meat and fish kept on hand,

which frequently became pretty rank before being consigned to the

spit, combined to make a perfume not wholly unlike a modern glue

factoiy. This stench delighted the nostrils of the surrounding

swarms of Indians, as well as of the packs of wolves and clouds of

flies which it attracted. Mr. and Mrs. Juneau were practically In-

dians, though the former was French, and the latter part French.

They dresssed and ate like Indians, and generally in their domestic

conversation, spoke in the Indian tongue. Their house, which was

built of tamarack poles cut by Mr. Juneau with the help of his red

brethren in the dense tamarack forests which then covered what is

now the Second Ward, was the rendezvous of all the " buck " male

Indians in the vicinity."

We observe that this tissue of falsehoods states that Mrs. Juneau

had almost nothing to keep house with, although quantities of fresh

meat and fish became spoiled before it could be used.

For some purpose of his own the author of the passages we have

quoted, has thought fit to so ]jervert the truth about Juneau's trading

post, residence and habits of life. The warehouse, or store, was one

hundred feet from the dwelling house of Juneau, which was exclu-
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sively appropriated to his own family and to Amable Vieaii, who

was his assistant for thirty years, and remembers the facts distinctly.

In addition there was a small house for Indian people who came to

trade and a commodious root house or cavreau on the river bank.

Both Juneau and his wife were educated to the greatest cleanli-

ness and proprieties of life. Their mother-tongue was French, in

which they uniformly conversed, and their dress that of well-to-do,

civilized persons; their food was of the best quality and excellently

prepared at all times; game and fish were of course in abundance

and both of them delighted in a hospitality which could with diffi-

culty be found elsewhere in the country.

How could it be otherwise on a frontier where nature was so lux-

uriant, and Juneau the great provider of all the civilized commodities

which the tribes sought with avidity ? Juneau stood to the Indian

population as Mr. Alexander Mitchell has done to the present com-

munity of the same region.

Hence the statement already cjuotedby us from the Ixjok published

in Chicago, (entitled a History of Milwaukee,) we brand as false,

base, cowardly and malicious. We have hereby added our contra-

diction of its calumnies to the admirable counter statement of Judge

Morgan Lewis Martin, of Green Bay, of E. Goodrich Loomis, Kscj.,

of Milwaukee, and of the Old Settler's Club of the same city.

P. J. ViEAU.

A. ViEAU.

Muskego, Waukesha Co., Wis.

Milwaukee, January 31, ICSS4.

To y. S, Buck, Esq. :

Dear Sir:—In relation to the statements on page 65, of the His-

tory of Milwaukee recently issued by the Western Historical and

Publishing Co., of Chicago, concerning the home life of Solomon

Juneau and wife, to which my attention was called at the lime of

the Old Setders meeting, allow me to say that I consider such state-

ments a far greater disgrace to the book than they can be to the

persons disparaged. Fortunately for the dead they are out of reach

of either blame or praise, but the feelmgs of their surviving children

are to be considered. 1 was well ac(iuainted with Solomon Juneau
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and wife, and knew enough of their family Ufe to testify that they

Hved as other people lived, spoke the English language, and I know

no reason why Mrs. Juneau's house was not as well kept as was the

houses of other women at that time. Those who boarded with them

give ample testimony in her favor. Let none think or speak ill of

those who helped to make the rough places smooth, and the wilder-

ness a garden for others to enjoy.

Very Truly Yours,

Wm. S. Trowbridge.

Milwaukee, January 22, 1884.

To yas. S. Buck, Esq. :

My attention having been called a few days since to the scanda-

lous statements made on page 65 of a book entitled, a History of

Milwaukee, issued in 188 1, by an association known as the Western

Historical and Publishing Co., of Chicago, and not having been

present at the meeting of the Old Settlers Club, held June 25, 1881,

to express their indignation in reference to said statements, and wish-

ing to add my testimony with theirs to their utter falsity, I desire to

say that I was a boarder in the family of Mr. Juneau, as were also

my brother, Benj. H. Edgerton, Albert Fowler, Geo. O. Tififany,

Talbert C. Dousman, Geo. P. Deleplane, Augustus A. Bird, Henry

Hosmer, Geo. Hosmer, and perhaps others, during the winter of

1835-6, and can say for myself, that I do not wish for better food

or a cleanlier set table than was the one presided over by the kind-

hearted woman whom this book has so vilely traduced. The house

was always neat and orderly. Neither can I understand the motive

that promi)ted the publication of these vile slanders, unless it was

" pure cussedness," and I am glad that my attention was called to

them, in order that I might add my testimony to the untruthfulness

of the whole statement. Please make such use of this as you may

think proper.

Elisha W. Edgerton.

These statements are right to the point, and coming as they do

from two of our well known and respected pioneers, who know

whereof they speak—and whose veracity cannot be questioned, are
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alone sufficient to refute the whole statement on said jKige 65, con-

cerning the home life of this noble hearted man and woman.

Mrs. Porthier's Denial

Mrs. Victoria Porthier has attached her mark to the following

statement concerning her family and the family of Mr. Juneau. The
correction was written at her dictation by her grand daughter, Helen

Juneau

:

I see by the recent history of Milwaukee, that I was born

once on the west side of the city, and once on tiie south side. That

is something new and strange to me ; we never lived on either side

named ; we lived on the east side always. The children of my
father, Mr. Morandeau, were all born in a small log house, then

standing where Mr. Mitchell's bank now stands, which, after we left

the place, was the site of Mr. Juneau's frame dwelling. My father,

like many other traders,* came and went, and finally settled and

died here. After his death, his widow and children returned to

their Indian friends in Muskego. The book also states that my

father left Canada on account of some love affair. This is the first

I ever heard of anything of the kind. I never told any one so be-

cause it is untrue. Pie felt that he was not called to the ministry.

Another thing, Mr. Juneau could not take our land, because we had

none. The Indians promised my father the land from Walker's

Point to the Pohsht settlement when the treaty should take place,

but he died before that time. Therefore Mr. Juneau had as good a

right to enter those lands as any other man. As to my father's

books, I know that my mother gave Mr. Juneau a few. As to my

age, I am a year and a half or two years younger than Mrs. Juneau.

Mr. Juneau had three children before I knew him.

Her
Victoria X I'oKruiKK.

Mark.

Milwaukee Sentinel, ynnc 20, iSSi.

*As this is the first as well as the only mention of Morandeau as a trader, it is

undoubtedly incorrect, and I think it will be admitted by all who knew anything

of him, that whatever else he might have been, he certainly was never a trader.

fMeaning the present First, Seventh and Third Wards.

59
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Statement of Jean Baptist Le Tendree.

I was born at Pasvoir-Grand Mascan, Lower Canada, April i,

1794, and came to Detroit in 1816, where I remained about three

years, when I came to Chicago, where I went into the employ of

the American Fur Company, and remained in their employ for

twenty-five years, under J. B. Beaubien and Solomon Juneau. I

came to Milwaukee in 1822, to live with Mr. Juneau, who was then

Hving in a log cabin at what is now known as Pettibone's lime kiln,

on the Menomonee. Mr. Juneau's oldest son, Narcisse, was then

about six months old. This was in May, they having just returned

from a visit to Green Bay, where the boy Narcisse was born the

November previous. The base slanders about Mr. and Mrs. Juneau's

manner of living, as represented in the book lately published by the

Western Publishing Company, of Chicago, purporting to be a His-

tory of Milwaukee, is false in every particular, and as for speaking

Indian that is false, as Mr. Juneau could not speak any Indian until

long after he came to Milwaukee. Mrs. Juneau's house was always

neat and clean, and anything said in that history to the contrary is

a base lie. From Pettibone's lime kiln they moved to a house which

had formerly been occupied by Mr. Beaubien, who had just sold out

his interest to Mr. Juneau. This was Le-Clere's old cabin, who was

in the employ of Mr. Beaubien before that time. The house which

the history mentions as having been built by Mr. Juneau and his

Indian friends out of tamarack logs, cut where the Exposition Build-

ing now stands, was built long before Mr. Juneau ever saw Milwau-

kee. The distance between the house and store was at least eight or

ten rods, nor were any stinking skins ever kept in the dwelling.

Mr. Morandeau I never saw but once, and only know from hear-

say that he was a blacksmith and very intemperate. He was a

Canadian by birth, neither did I ever hear of his having any

education.

As to the charge made that Mr. Juneau obtained his land through

fraud, by getting his men to swear when drunk, a blacker lie was

never told. I was the man who went to the Bay, and I know that I

was not drunk.

NeitTier Victoria, Josette, or Leuizeon Morandeau came to Mil-
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waukee to live until 1835, they having lived for several years previ-

ously at Little Lake, 111.

As for the raft for crossing the river, that is false. There was no
raft. There were at least ten or twelve canoes, besides a Mackinac
boat, always lying at the bank of the river, consequently no raft was

wanted, or ever used. As to where Onotsah (or the Flour) died, it

was, as stated in Buck's History, at Council Bluffs.

His

Jean Baptist >< Le-Tenurke,
Mark.

Madeline Juneau.

Stella Haney.

State of Kansas, Shawnee County, ss:

Be it remembered, that on this, first day of September, A. I). 1883,

before me, the undersigned, notary public in and for the county and

State aforesaid, came J. B. LeTendree, Madeline Juneau and Stella

Haney, who are personally known to me to be the same persons who

executed the within instrument of writing, and such persons duly

acknowledged the execution of the same.

In testimony whereof, 1 have hereunto set my hand, and affixed

my notarial seal, the day and year last above written.

B. T. Payne, Notary Bub

Statement of Josette Morandeau.

1 was born in Milwaukee, and am two years older than my sister

Victoria, (Mrs. Porthier) and am two years younger than Mrs. Sol-

omon Juneau, who I knew intimately after 1836, and know her to

have been an honest, virtuous and charitable woman. 1 know her

also to have been a neat house keeper, as I always lived near lier

when in Milwaukee, both before and after my marriage.

I hear that she has been assailed and vilified by persons who never

knew or saw her, and who with malice attack her, thinking no doubt

that all of her old friends were dead long ago, thereby feeling safe

in vilifying her, or from being called upon to substantiate their state-

ments. We lived in Milwaukee a number of years in the summer
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only, where my father, Mr. Morandeau, worked at his trade as a

blacksmith, and in the winter would move to Lake Koshkonong or

the " Skoop-er-nong," (Bark River) where my little sister Madeline

was drowned when about three years old. It is a mistake when

Victoria states that she was drowned in Milwaukee.

As for my father having any books, 1 know that he had two or

three, one of which was a Prayer Book, and one was a song book

—

what the other was I cannot now remember, and that is all the

books that I ever saw lather have. When father died, all of the

blacksmith tools and the books—except the Prayer book—were

taken by a Mr. James Kenzie, and this book mother afterwards sold

for drink. Father was a Canadian, and not a Frenchman, but did not

come from Canada widi Mr. Vieau, who he first met at Mackinaw,

and,from there they came to Green P)ay together, and from Green

Bay father came to Milwaukee.

Mother was an Ottawa girl, whom father married before he ever

saw Mr. Vieau. As to the story that he was intended for a " Black

Robe," (Priest,) this is the first I ever heard of it ; or of the story

about his having been made a " chief," and a large part of what is

now Milwaukee, given him. That is not so. He was permitted,

like many others,to live there and work at his trade as long as he

chose to remain. He was well liked by the Indians because he was

kind to them, and was very useful in repairing their guns. During

the war of 1812 between the " Saginash,," (English) and the Amer-

icans, he, father, used to make spears, lances, war clubs and knives

for the Indians to fight the Americans with, for which oftence he

was arrested, the first time he went to Mackinaw by order of

the Commandant at that Post, who kept him in confinement all

summer, when Onotsah, (The Flour), Shaw-wee-ou, (his brother),

and Ma-chee-see-bee went to Mackinaw and had father released

and sent home.

I must say that my father was very intemperate, which was the

indirect cause of his death while wintering on Bark River, by at-

tempting while intoxicated to place a heavy back-log upon the fire,

which log falling upon him, injured him so badly that he died in a

few weeks after our return to Milwaukee. He was buried on the

hill between the river and the lake, on what is now Wisconsin street.
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Now, as to our claim to any portion of what is now Milwaukee

by virtue of any gift from the Indians, it is not true. There was

never any land given to father, or to any of us, or any promise of

any. Victoria says (or at least the history so states,) that Mr. Juneau

took the land away from us, all I can say is, that we never had an\

to take. Victoria and her husband came to Milwaukee after tlie last

payment at Chicago, 1835. I was there, and I know, as for several

years previous to that, neither myself or my brother Leuizeon hail

lived regularly in Milwaukee, our home having been at Little Lake,

111. Mother did not die in Milwaukee, she died in my wigwam at

Muskego. Victoria should state things as they are. She states also

(or the history does,) that she is the only child of Mr. Morandeau

now living. There are four of us yet living, herself, myself, Leu-

izeon and Baptiste; two in Kansas and two in Wisconsin.

Her
JOSETTE 'A MORANUEAU.

Mark.

Witnesses : Mrs. Haney,
Mrs. N. M. Juneau.

State of Kansas, Shawnee County, ss :

Be it remembered, that on this 1st day of September, A. I). 1S83,

before me tlie undersigned, a Notary Public, in and for the Count)-

and State aforesaid, came Josette Morandeau, who is personally

known to me to be the same person who executed the within instru-

ment of writing, and such person duly acknowledged the execution

of the same.

In testimony wheref)f, 1 have hereunto set my hand, and affixed

my Notarial Seal, the day and year last above written.

B. T. Payne, Notary Public.

There are doubtless many yet lixing \\lio remember tliis honest

old trapper, whose statement is given above, and Milwaukee cer-

tainly never held within her borders a more honest citizen than was

Jean I5aptiste Le Tendree.

Josette Morandeau, the writer remembers to have seen a few times,

prior to the removal of the Indians in 1838, and has no reason to

doubt her statement, as it certainly was a \oIuntary act on her part,
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as was also that of Le Tendree, and both are verified by oath. He

also remembers seeing "Madame Morandeau" or "Wish-to-you-qua,"

(the blacksmith's woman,) as she was called by the Indians, ])addling

around the Kinnickinnick and Menomonee marshes in a dug-out, in

1837 and '38, and must say that as a fitting wife for a man of Moran-

deau's " extreme polish " and " gentility," she did not appear to

possess the requisite " debonnaire " to have filled the bill.

She was also present at, and took a part in a dance, held by the

Indians in front of the old Post Office, on Wisconsin Street, in the

early part of June, 1838, (she being the only one of the " fair sex
"

present,) and although at that time over 70 years of age, she not

only danced with as much vigor, but appeared also to enjoy the

pandemonium the affair created to as great an extent as the worst

painted son of " Shitan " in the crowd. This dance was also wit-

nessed by John Julien, now living on Market Street, who knew

Madame Morandeau, and who recollects of her being ])resent upon

this occasion.

Another error corrected :

The Old French Village.

The following letter from Daniel W. Fowler to the author, explains

itself, and is given as an act of justice to Albert Fowler, who has

gone to the better land, and cannot in person take the stand in his

own defense. The writer has never believed that the statement re-

ferred to as coming from him, had any foundation, or was ever

uttered by him, and is glad that he lived long enough to refute it

verbally :

Milwaukee, Wis., Nov. 14, 1883.

Sir:—My attention has recently been directed to a statement

which appears in the history of Milwaukee, published by the Western

Historical Co., alleged to have been made by my father, the late

Albert Fowler, in reference to evidences ot " An Early French Vil-

lage," and appears on page 61 of that publication, in which he is

quoted as saying, "that he had discovered in 1833, on the present

site of Milwaukee, the ruins of a large number of structures built

of logs." Having subsequently called his attention to this statement,
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he most emphatically declared that said statement was an exaggera-

tion, and was not true, and that no such statement was ever author-

ized by him. That a (i^w log structures existed is evident, as Mr.

Fowler occupied an abandoned one during the winter of 1833 and

1834, but the statement that a large French village ever existed here

on the present site of Milwaukee, is not, I believe, supported by

tradition, or other evidence of a reliable character.

Yours Respectfully,

D. W. FOWI.KK.

James S. Buck, Milwaukee, Wis.

Explanatory.

The reader who has jjcrused Vol. 1, of the author's " Pioneer His-

tory of Milwaukee," has no doubt seen the short sketch of this man
Morandeau," on page 150, copied from and credited to ])r. Enoch

Chase's address, read before the " Old Setders' Club," July 4, 1872,

which sketch, no doubt, the Doctor at //nit time believed to be true.

But the author must say, that notwithstanding the high authority of

the Doctor as a historian upon all matters relating to the early settle-

ment of the Northwest, and more particularly of Milwaukee, of

which he is one of the early landmarks and a worthy and honored

citizen, that to him it has always been an enigma how a man pos-

sessed of the few virtues which even that address—to say nothing of

what the alleged history claims for him—should turn his back u])un

it all, learn the blacksmithing trade, come into this then howling

wilderness, and lead the vagabond hfe which there is no denying

that this man did, in following the Indians about from place to i)lace

for the sole purpose apparently (as he was not a trader) of tinkering

their guns and drinking poor whisky. But thanks to the etibrls of

the Western Historical Publishing Company, of Chicago, the whole

matter is explained. They undertook too large a contract in attempt-

ing to oust Mr. Juneau, and, to use a slang phrase, not only got a

hoist themselves from their own petard, but have also cut oft" the

limb from their newly discovered " genealogical tree," upon wliich

their protege stood, between him and the tree, thereby causing him

to drop to his original level, viz : "A common Canadian engage:'

Jlicir medicine ivas too strong.
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Had they not undertaken so much, he might (viewed in the light

of that address)* perchance have quietly passed down the centuries

as a self-exiled saint, but now, (thanks to that history,) more like a

self-exiled sinner, his own children being the principal witnesses.

What a pity that his " immense library," (as well as those valuable

records mentioned on page 6g,) have been lost to our noble State

and to the world. Where could they have gone ? Echo answers

—

where ?

* But for this vile attack on Mr. and Mrs. Juneau's home life, and the charge

of his defrauding the heirs of Morandeau out of their land, it is more than probable

that the true inwardness of this case, or Morandeau's true status in society would
never have come to light. That he was one of that worthless class to whom a life

of vagabondism on the frontier, with a squaw for a wife, was preferable to one
among civdized people is clear, and that he had no claim to the wonderful qualih-

cations and virtues the history gives him is just as clear. Rut that cruel deed, as

slated in the text, aroused a feeling of indignation v^'hich led to an examination

into the matter, resulting in not only exonerating Mr. Juneau from the charge of

fraud, but of also relegating Morandeau from his high position in that history

to his jjroper level, his own children being the principal witnesses. What a

tumble.



LIST OF VESSELS BUILT AT MILWAUKEE.
(From Wheeler's Chronicles.)

NAME OF VESSEL.

Sloop Wenona* ,.

Schooner S. Juneau
Steamer Badgerf
Schooner Savannah^

Bolivarg
Steamer Menomonee
Schooner Milwaukee

Fur Trader!
" S. Marvin
" M. Dousman
" Jo. Ward
" Champion

L. R. Rockwell
" M. G. Bonesteel
" E. Henderson...

Pilot
Bark Utica
Brig C. J. Hutchinson
Schooner E. Cramer..,

•' J. Patton
Brig Helfenstein
Schooner Traveler. ...

" Jjawrence...
Bark Nucleus
Schooner Muskegon..
Bark Cherubusco
Schooner Nebraska...

" Twin Brothers..
H. U. King
Geo. Ford
Kirk White
D, Newhall

" Two Charlies..
" Mariner
•' Advance

Bark Badger State
Schooner Emma

Emily
Government Dredge
Schooner Kitty Grant

WoUin
" J. Steinhart.. ..

" C. Harrison
" Napoleon
" J. Lawrence.. ..

" D.O.Dickinson
Milw'kee Belle

" Norway
Fred. Hill
North Cape

•' J. & A. Strouach
" Fanny & Floyd.

Adda
Indus
May Queen

" Undine
Odin

" J. M. Jones
" Pauline

Bark Shanghai
" Hans Crocker

Propeller Alleghany
Schooner Driver

" Brilliant
" Rose Dousman
" Wm. J. Whaling
" Geo. Barber

Tug L. L. Boole

WHEN
BUILT

18S6
1836
18S7
1837
1837
1838
1840
1842
1842
1843
1844
1844
1845
1845
1845
1845
1846
1846
1847
1847
1847
1847
1847
1848
1848
1848
1848
1848
1848
1852
1852
1852
1852
1853
1853
1853
1853
18.53

1858
1853
1854
1854
1854
1854
1854
1854
1854
1854
1854
1855
1855
1855
1855
IS.'iS

1855
1855
1855
1855
1856
1856
1856
1856
1856
1856
1856
1857
1857
1858

NAMES OP OWNERS.

Geo. Barber...' William Brown...
_
" S Juneau

Mr. riubbel... Byron Kilbourn.

Not known..
B. B. Jones..
S. Farmin....

Geo. Barber..
S. Farmin
Gelson
Geo. Barber.,

Averell
S. Farmin..
Gelson

R. Andrews
,

William Brown
Merrill & Caswell
Dousman, Merrill & Farmin.
Barber & Sweet
Farmin & Rathburn
C. Sheperdson
George Humble
J. Henderson
G. Barber
Payson & Robb, Chicago
C. I Hutchinson, Kenosha...
M.J. Clark
J. A. Helfenstein

Geo. Barber.
S. F^armin

Mr. Hubbel..

Geo. Barber..

J. M. Jones...

Geo. Barber..
J. M. Jones ..

Geo. Barber.
J. M. Jones

.

E. Euniac...

Geo. Barber...

J. M. Jones ...

Geo. Barber.,

J. M. Jones ..

Geo. Barber.
J. M. Jones...

L. Cox
J. M. Jones .,

Geo. Barber..

L. H. Boole.,

Geo. Barber
Capt. Lawrence
Merrill. Farmin & Sweet
Judge Newell, Kenosha
Mr. Hubbell
Ludington, King & Norris.. ..

John Thorsen
G. D. Dousman
Geo. Barber
James Porter
D. Newhall
D. Newhall & Hibbard
William Porter
Meadowcroft & Co., Chicago..
Williams & Wheeler
Bagnall & McVicker
Ben. Phelps
United States
S. B Grant
Mr. Wootsch
C. Harrison

Geo. Barber
Lawrence & Saveland.
D. Newhall

Norris & Thorsen
Davis & Hill
J. Reinerson
J. & A, Stronach
Smith & Sweet
Cook. Hall & Co
Himiphrey & Hall
Grant, Kellogg & Strong
J. M, Jones
John Thorsen
A. Lauson
Lawrence & Saveland
J, M. Jones
W. W. Hibbard
American Transportation Co..

John Thomson
J. M. Jones
G. G. Dousman
Bell & Whaling
Geo. Barber
P. Starkee

TONS.

30
90
50
55
70
75
25
hjo
75
138
217
205
105
110
100
40
334
341
160
260
329
74

284
330
119
255
241
144
100
132
184
183
119
1.59

268
4'J6

169
69
130
85
47
60
187
150
110
384
368
230
268
1U7
149
143
273
246
246
100
173
156
210
188
496
593
174

180
133
374
157
47

* Built for a lighter, t Built for carrying passengers to and from steamboats in the

Bay. t Old blue lighter, g Built for a steamer, i
Built for a steamer.

6o
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Cliisiate of Milwaukee.

The following tables will show the range of the thermometer, and

the opening and closing of the river for a period of years.

mean monthly temperature.
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