


iiil'hi'':';''"^

UNIVERSITY
OF FLORIDA
LIBRARIES

J



PLANNING
CHURCH BUILDINGS

THE INTERDENOMINATIONAL BUREAU OF ARCHITECTURE

\

Designs, floor plans and recommendations to help in planning church buildings

for Worship, Religious Education and Fellowship Activities

Jo cost from $30,000.00 to $850,000.00

PRICE $2.00



PLANNING CHURCH BUILDINGS
Copyright 1945

The Interdenominational Bureau of Architecture

297 Fourth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y.

Edited By /e^^. o'

E. M- CONOVER, Director ^ 4 / ^i.

.'» -> 1/

Pubtication Committee ARCHI-

Rev. C. HARRY ATKINSON, D.D. TECTURE
BOOK ROort

Rev. ERNEST M. HALLIDAY, D.D.

WALTER H. THOMAS, F.A.I.A.

Literature Available from the Bureau:

May be ordered by number

No. 2 Church Building Leadership, 24-page manual 25c

No. 4 Church Building Examination Blank for scoring the efficiency of a church plant 10c

No. 5 Building and Equipment for Christian Education, 12 chapters, 54 pages, ilKustrated 50c

No. 7 Recreation and the Church 25c

No. 15 Rebuilding the Town and Country Church, 16 pages, 8'u x 11 in., many illustrations _. 50c

No. 19 Beautifying the Church Grounds, folder 10c

No. 20 Ministry of Color, Interior Decoration 10c

No. 40 Suggested Plan of Oi-ganization for a Church Building or Improvement Program,

listing the several committees and their duties. It is suggested that this foi'm

be carefully studied before anything whatever is done 5c

No. 50 Planning the Small Church, 44 pages, S'sxll- 100 cuts. Plans and designs for

churches costing up to about $35,000 $1.00

No. 59 The Church and the Architect, booklet describing the architect's services,

compensation, etc. __ .
' 5c

N. 60 Building for Worship, illustrated, 6x9, 60 pages 50c

"Jhls Is none other but the House of God, and this Is the Gate of Heaven"



PLANNING CHURCH BUILDINGS

The purpose of this book is to describe the facilities

required for the seven-day-a-week programs of activities

to which American Protestant churches generally are

committed.

Provision must be made for corporate and individual

viforship, for pastoral counseling, religioUiS education

which includes expressional activities and research and

for a broad program of fellowship, recreational and

service functions.

The plans were requested from architects who,

though over-crowded with work, gave without compensa-

tion of their time and materials, and time of their busy

assistants to prepare the plans and designs for this pub-
lication.

The book is intended to offer suggestions and in-

formation needed by leaders in local churches, building

committees, and architects concerned with new church
building and improvement enterprises, and to aid in a

study of the work and the building of the modern church.

The Interdenominational Bureau of Architecture

and the hundreds who have asked for such a book will be

grateful for the services freely given by the architects

who helped prepare the material. Their names and
addresses follow:

BARBER & McMURRY, 517 1/2 Church St., Knoxville, Tenn.

H. A. BRAND, 400 W. Madison St., Chicago, 111.

E. M. BRIDGE, 131 State St., Boston, Mass.

CHARLES COLLENS, 71 Newbury St., Boston, Mass.

EARL CONFER, 14000 Strathmoor Blvd., Detroit 27, Mich.

A. A. DIRLAM, 673 Boylston St., Boston, Mass.

A. HOPKINS & ASSOCIATES, 415 Lexington Ave., N. Y.

E. F. JANSSON, 740 Rush St., Chicago, 111.

A. KRIEHN, 5321 Pawnee L., Kansas City, Kansas

T. N. MANSELL, 262 So. 17th St., Philadelphia 3, Pa.

H. E. MATZ, 16 E. 50th St., New York, N. Y.

DANIEL D. MERRILL, 330 W. 42nd St., New York, N. Y.

HARVIN MOORE, 2008 W. Alabama St., Houston, Texas

ANDREW MORISON, Fox Theatre Bldg., Detroit, Mich.

HARRY L. PIERCE, 1443 Mt. Pleasant St., Los Angeles, 42, Calif.

R. E. STOETZEL, 185 N. Wabash Ave., Chicago 1, 111.

WALTER A. TAYLOR, School of Architecture, Syracuse University, Syracuse, N. Y.

WILLIAM H. THOMPSON, 1717 Sansom St., Philadelphia, Pa.

AVALTER H. THOMAS & HAROLD WAGONER, 1700 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa.

Office of HOBART UPJOHN (LANGMANN & WARREN), 1 Howe PL, Bronxville, 8, N. Y.

HARRY L. WALKER, 126 E. 38th St., New York, N. Y.

WENNER & FINK, 1701 Arch St., Philadelphia 3, Pa.

A. F. WICKES, Missions Bldg., Irvington, Indianapolis, Ind.

The North American Conference on Church Archi-

tecture is composed of Church Board Executives, the

Interdenominational Bureau of Architecture, architects,

artists, craftsmen, clergymen, editors and laymen inter-

ested in church architecture.

The Church Architecture Guild of America is com-

posed of architects and craftsmen, Director of the Bureau
of Architecture and Editor of Christian Herald. Its pur-

pose is for mutual help in improving the church architec-

ture of the country.

Information regarding the above may be secured by
addressing the Interdenominational Bureau of Architec-

ture.

SOME CHURCH BUILDING STANDARDS

Pew seating minimum 18 inches per sitting between
pew ends. Pew spacing, minimum, 32 inches back to

back, 34 or 36 inches preferred.

Choir pews : 22 to 24 inches per person. 34 to 36 in-

ches back to back.

Center aisle, 5 ft. in. width, minimum.

Side aisle desirable when seating per pew exceeds 6

persons.

Ceiling heights vary with use* of rooms. Children's

rooms, 8 ft. ceiling; window sills below are level of child.

The growing trend to have two services on Sunday
morning and particularly on special days should be kept
in mind.

The total seating capacity of the sanctuai-y (audi-

torium) including balcony and choir, in larger churches,

usually not larger than 45% of active membership. High-
er percentage of attendance in smaller churches.

Note growing movement for much larger choirs

than formei'ly.

Note also trend to employ larger staff which means
more frequent use of building.
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The Service of a Qualified Architect is Required For Every

Building or Improvement Program

The selection of architectural service for any certain

building or improvement enterprise is a matter of the

very highest importance. Before tentative plans are pre-

pared the architect must study complete and compre-

hensive data supplied by the church. He must study the

site, including a report of subsoil conditions. He must

know the background and general ideas and policies of

the individual congregation that is to carry on its minis-

tries in the building.

A plan that is suited to one building enterprise in

the nature of the case cannot be used for a second prob-

lem. In each case, the church and the architectural

service must cooperate in order to achieve a solution

which will be satisfactory in every particular. Perhaps
we may learn how to buy materials cooperatively and so

reduce costs, but there can be no satisfactory provision

of architectural service by mass production.

THE PROBLEM OF AMERICAN CHURCH DESIGN

The exterior designs in this book will impress some
as being generally too conservative. However, they illus-

trate in nearly every case what a congregation demands
and approves. If we were to defend the apparently con-

servative designs, we would emphasize the opinion that

chuixh building design must progress by quiet evolution-

ary methods. Few churches are ready to adopt an ex-

terior design that may seem to belong to a passing fad

in expression. Church buildings now being erected are

designed to stand for hundreds of years. Many architects

feel and demonstrate that we have not yet exhausted the

possible developments and reasonable revisions in keep-

ing with the so-called historical orders.

A living architecture will progress unless hampered
by fear and undue conservatism. Architecture is an ex-

pression of life. Don't under any circumstances, if you

have a competent architect, tell him how the building is

to be designed. Allow him freedom to develop a plan and
exterior design which he believes is the best possible solu-

tion for your particular problem and environment. Don't
tell him it must be "Colonial," (a misnomer), Gothic or
Swedish. You do not tell your doctor or lawyer how he is

to solve your problem. Either follow the leadership of
your architect or honestly pay him olf . You will have the
opportunity to criticize, revise and finally to approve the
exterior design and plans offered. The architect must be
given ample time and this means weeks, months and
years to study your problems and develop, exhibit and
explain the reasons for the solutions he offers for your
individual building or improvement enterprise.

A Brief Outline Definition of the Architect's Task ;-

I. Preliminary plans and exterior designs drawn to scale, showing different possible
solutions. _ These are revised until a plan and design satisfactory in every respect have
been developed and approved.. (Any plan in this book represents a small part of the

work in this division.)

II. Working or construction drawings, to secure accurate detailed cost lists of construc-

tion, heating, plumbing, wiring, etc., and for use by the builders and mechanics

in erecting the building.

III. Specifications and contract forms.- All materials and method of construction completely

described.

IV. Detailed drawings of certain parts and furnishings, in larger scale than the construc-

tion drawings.

V. The architect's supervision — regular inspection during construction

materials, construction, contracts, bills and payments.
approving

CONSULTING ARCHITECTURAL SERVICE

At least the first, one-fifth of the architect's work
should be done by a specialist in this most difficult field

of architecture. An arrangement may be made without
measurably increasing the cost of architectural service

whereby the preliminary plans may be completed by a

firm of architects that ^specializes in church work, the

balance of the work done by highly qualified architects

who reside nearer the site.

Please note:-

When writing for further information, refer either

to page numbers or names of plans. Correspondence
may be addressed to the Bureau of Ai'chitecture or to the
architects. Under no circumstances are the architects

expected to give further of their time without first mak-
ing definite arrangement for compensation. It costs
money and urgently needed time to answer a letter. Re-
vision of plans constitutes legally responsible architec-
tural service. These plans are published for suggestive,
educational and promotional purposes and not as substi-
tutes for architectural service and plans definitely pre-
pared for specific problems.

Plans that have been adopted by Church Building
Committees and congregations either tentatively or as a
basis for working drawings and specifications are named.
Other plans were prepared as practicable suggestions for
certain types of problems. Don't plan to visit churches
named without first learning whether the building has
been erected, and as designed.

- 4 -



THE STEPS IN A CHURCH BUILDING ENTERPRISE
(See booklets Nos. 2, 5, 40 and 60 listed on page 2)

In the briefest possible form we list here a hint of

the steps necessary to a successful church building or im-

provement enterprise, large or very small.

1. A conviction of need on ths part of the pastor,

some laymen and possibly a few workers. Secure best

available counsel.

2. Enlistment of fact-finding and program building

committees to assemble findings under the heading of

Community Data, Worship, Religious Education, Fellow-

ship and Recreation, the Religious Arts, Women's Work,

Plans and Construction, Financial Promotion, etc., etc.

3. Study population and church program data.

4. Assemble complete statement of needs as to

rooms, floor space areas, equipment, etc. Set up the pro-

motional program.

5. Select architectcural service or consulting archi-

tect.

6. Announce and conduct financial program.

7. Review of architect's tentative plans and author-

ization of revisions.

8. Authorize architect's working drawings and

specifications.

10. Sign contract for as much of the building enter-

prise as financial conditions warrant.

11. Assemble organization and train workers effect-

ively to utilize the new building and equipment.

THE CHURCH BUILDING SITE

Many churches have now acquired sites of from four

to fourteen acres for new church buildings. In

creasingly communities are requiring churches to pro-

vide off street automobile parking space. The selection

of the site for a building to be used for generations is a

matter of the very highest importance. Do not select a

site apart from counsel with qualified consulting service

and the architect.

THE FINANCIAL PROGRAM
Where the architects wanted for a church building

project are for the time being unavailable the church

need not delay its financial program. Many churches

succeed in undertaking a successful financial program
over a period of 12 to 18 months based on a real convic-

tion as to the needs. It may be much better to have the

people think of the activities and rooms needed rather

than become involved in discussions of the architect's

tentative drawings.

Careful attention to the work of fact finding and
program building for a period of at least a year will

greatly aid the financial enterprise.

Secure the best available counsel on financial work
before organizing the program.

THE ESSENTIALS OF A GOOD CHURCH
BUILDING PLAN

Although a number of years may be required' for

the completion of the total church building plant, an over-

all or master plan to indicate all of the rooms the church
is likely to require should be prepared and approved be-

fore the working drawings and specifications of any unit

are authorized. A good church building plan will provide

for flexibility of use. Classrooms will open into corridors

instead of into other rooms, thus permitting the ujse of

iii^ same room by different -groups through the years.

Rooms must provide for groups and classes of varying

sizes. All partitions must serve the essential purpose of

sound insulation and protection against sounds from
other groups in the building. The plan must provide for

future enlargement without excessive waste. It must
have good circulation so that all parts of the building

may easilj^ be reached and so future added units may be

reached by existing coi'ridors. Children's rooms must in

scale and location be suited to the child.

The entire plant must be a unity. Recreational and
worship facilities are integral parts of the church pro-

gram and not be separated in the building plan.

BASEMENTS

Some floors in this collection have a ground floor

(more polite name for a basement). If a basement must
be used take care to have the wall and floor construction

thoroughly damp-proofed. This alone will not insure

against condensation with resulting dampness within the

rooms. Whenever possible avoid placing the social hall in

the basement. It should have a ceiling height of 14 feet.

If possible, limit the depth of the excavation to 3 or 4

feet below grade.

WHAT WILL THESE CHURCHES COST?

Again we say "this is not a book of stock plans."

The plans do indicate how certain building problems may
be solved. It would not contribute to the purpose of the

book to say that the Ansonia, Connecticut plan, pages

24 and 25 may represent a cost of $125,000.00 In any
other location, or if built of different materials, or by a

contractor with different training and experience the

cost would be greatly varied.
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Here is a recommended order of procedure:

1. After the fact finding and program building com-

mittees have completed their work and a complete state-

ment of needs has been approved by the church, appoint

a plans and construction committee.

2. Have the architect's first sets of tentative plans

indicate all the rooms and facilities really required for the

ongoing work of the church.

3. Have the architect present an estimate of the

cost of the several units of the building on the basis of an

estimated cost per cubic foot.

4. Instruct the architect to proceed with revised

plans either for a complete scheme or for certain units of

the "over all" plan.

It is never necessary to have a church building debt

greater than the church itself wishes to assume.

CONTRACTORS AND MECHANICS

Prepare with the architect a list of contractors who
may be invited to bid in competition for the work.

If tempted to dispense with a general contractor, re-

member that someone must guarantee that the building

shall be erected according to the plans and specifications

for a certain maximum cost, and within a certain time

limit; must care for insurance against fire and theft of

materials during the construction; pay for compensation

insurance against injury of workmen, or the public; pro-

vide for fulfillment of contract by sub-contractors,

(plumbing, heating, lighting, contractors; handle the

problems of hiring and firing, of getting sub-contractors'

work done without loss of time and materials, etc.

Not every part of some of the plans in this book are

to be approved for any other situation. Some features

shown are not even to be commended at all. Even folks

who insisted upon certain arrangements may later regret

them. This is never necessary if the tentative plans pre-

pared by the architect are carefuBy studied. It is intend-

ed that this book be used as an aid in the study of

church planning and to help develop the ability to criti-

cize plans to the end that the very best plan may be de-

veloped for any certain field.

HAVE THE PLANS REVIEWED
Before approving the first preliminary plans,

churches may be helped by having these reviewed

in comparison with their "building program" by those

who have had experience in planning church building

programs to house the needed activities in worship, religi-

ous education and church fellowship.

LET EVERYBODY HELP

A church building or improvement enterprise should

be a united endeavor of the entire congregation. The Sug-
gested Plan of Organization (Form No. 40—5c) suggests

how to employ a large proportion of the church member-
ship, utilizing their several talents in the building pro-

gram. Boys and girls may gather rocks for their fire-

place. They may be guided to help plan the symbols for

their rooms.

Many questions arise in connection with the smallest

church building project. The best advice to give regard-

ing all problems of the construction and planning pro-

gram is, "Follow the advice of the architect." It is not in

the province of a church building committee or a pastor

to do the work for which the architect is engaged; nor

should a contractor undertake any of his work.

^^'^

SKETCH FOR CALVARY

METHODIST CHURCH
FREDERICK, MARYLAND

Sundt, Wenner, Fink

and Thomas, Architects

The tower marks main en-

trance. Such a spire against

the sky marks the church for

a distance of miles. Note how

eff'ective the chancel end may

be made when opposite the

parish house section of the

plant.
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TRINITY METHODIST CHURCH,

ALBANY, NEW YORK

Sundt, Wenner & Fink & Thomas, Architects

The heart and also the head of the

church building is the chancel.

In the sanctuary man's spirit finds its

noblest expression. Here will come the

deep spiritual urges that send a person

back into the world to be helpful and un-

defeated.

This church, erected in 1933, was de-

signed in the spirit and quest of the

Gothic but without conscious adherence to

tradition. To many, this is a satisfying

answer in many instances to the problem

of design. See page 63 for plan.

The reredos is of Minnesota marble.

The rich color of the glass coming through

the openings of reredos make a very ef-

fective background for worship. Many

preachers of note have demonstrated that

such a setting enhances the effectiveness

of the ministry of preaching in this

church.

JUNIOR HIGH ASSEMBLY ROOM
In the chapel type church school room (Trinity Methodist,

Albany, N. Y.), children hold their services for worship and
training in worship.

A YOUTH PARLOR
Rooms for strengthening experiences

of fellowship are essential in the com-
plete church building.

- 7 -
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THE EDENTON PLAN

Prepared for a church in a small city this plan offers The roof over the hall makes possible a rather high
suggestions for churches with an active membership of 325 ceiling and an unobstructed floor area. This is so much
or more. better than a basement social hall.

See the second floor plan on opposite page. Since the There is no basement here except for heater, storage
church school rooms on the main floor have a ceiling height ^nd men's room,
of only 8 feet, the hall on the second floor is easily accessi-

ble. The Junior room may be treated as a chapel. Class

- 8 -



rooms A and B and the class room on the second floor and

the chapel may be used alternately by the Junior and the

Intermediate or Pioneer Departments.

The platform is well lit and has a fire place. Removable

panels may be placed across the front of the platform to

make it available as a small social room and a Senior De-

partment room.

The exterior design on page 8 is distinctive and inter-

esting. It is not just a copy of some other church. Neither

is it too extreme or brash. The exterior design belongs to

this church. The design at the top of page 9 illustrates a

type of exterior design that could clothe the Edenton floor

plan if preferred. Or, the building could be designed in one

of many styles of design and built of any available and de-

sired materials, except that wood must not be used for the

Holy Cross design.

Notice the many advantages of having the chancel

located at the end of the nave opposite the educational unit.

One main entrance, marked by the tower serves the en-

tire building. The exterior design is much better "balanced"
than when a tower is placed at the front. The end of the
nave is sealed against the noise and dirt of street traffic. As
one leaves the church school he may enter the nave facing
the chancel. The choir may do likewise.

While it is best not to ruin a building for its regular
use by providing space for the special occasion, this plan at

the size shown, and using two rows of chairs at the opening
in the wall of the social hall (an excellent place for the
children's choir) a total seating capacity of about 300 is

provided.

Where the cost is 40c per cubic foot the building as
planned may be erected for about $38,800.00. The same type
of plan may be used for smaller chui'ches. Larger buildings

would need moi'e class rooms.

A careful study of this plan will reveal for the purpose
of the reader more than the brief description.

THE EDENTON PLAN
Wenner & Fink, .\rchitects

fC»

THE FALLON. NEVADA DESIGN

Jansson, Architect

Churchly distinctiveness and economy are

combined in this design. The spire increases

the vertical note and standing against the

sky may be seen for miles. It indicates the

door of welcome to the House of God.

Low walls well buttressed, narrow spans,

churchly pitch of roof all make for sensible

economy with no hint of cheapness. The

vertical note is further emphasized by the

splay in the wall beneath the chancel

windows.
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TRINITY METHODIST CHURCH,

CHICAGO, ILL.

A distinctive design without a tower.

TRINITY METHODIST CHURCH — INTERIOR
CHICAGO, ILL.

Jansson and Stoetzel, Architects

Sanctuary showing use of the steam-pressed
cinder block. Has appearance of fine sand stone.

STUDY FOR A LUTHERAN CHURCH
Manscll, Architect .

The sturdy, substantial and enobling expressions of a church which
one would be glad to enter. Another illustration of a scheme that may be
built in several units as the congregation and resources grow.
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TENTATIVE STUDY FOR

CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH,

CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA

Wenner & Fink, Architects

Floor plans and two exterior de-

signs ware prepared for a newly oi'-

ganized church to be located on a plot

of five acres in a fine residential dis-

trict.

The Gothic type exterior design

was chosen.

The plan permits of building in

units. It is suggested that the chapel,

fellowship nail and the church school
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rooms, so far as possible, be erected

as the first unit. The size of the nave

may be adjusted to suit the need evi-

dent when the congregation has de-

veloped sufficiently to erect that final

unit.

Final plans not yet adopted.

Second fioor plan not shown, pro-

vides large rector's conference room,

youth department room, two class

rooms.
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PLAN FOR A NEW CONGREGATION

Mansell, Architect

Hundreds of communities are without adequate

church facilities. In order that each community in the

many residential sections around some cities may be

provided with churches, by mutual agreement, the

responsibility for erecting churches is allocated to the

several denominations. We have here a rather unusual

and very interesting design, and a plan that may be

erected by units, as the congregation gains in numbers

and resources.
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/i.^*fc ^i^' THE CITY CHURCH DESIGN PROBLEM

Here we have the church appar-

ently in competition with commerce
and industry, but really ready to

assist in promoting ths very highest

interests of the life of the city and
nation.

The problem is so to design the

edifice that without attempting to

compete with the surrounding build-

ings in mass or height, it will not be

"smothered" or seemingly dwarfed.

The design must be churchly. The
entire building is to be used exclu-

sively for religious purposes—wor-

ship, private meditation and prayer,

pastoral work, education, social ac-

tivities and administration.

The construction and operation by

a church of an income-producing

building is usually most inadvisable.

We feel that the architects have

made eminently valuable contribu-

tions in creating the designs here

illustrated.

Thonia.s & Wagoner. Architects

Below:—Sundt, Wenner & Fink
and Thomas, Architects

r>i' t

.y.MHu.ii ,3ii!mm<ii> IsmiiMini .• 'JtuM

Thomas & Wagoner. Architects
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STUDY KOR CHURCH IN THE "SUNSHINE CITY"

Sundt, Wenner & Fink and Thomas, Architects

Sketch prepared for First Avenue Methodist

Church, Miami, Florida. A four story educational

building, a part of the scheme has been completed.

Large window areas designed to capitalize upon the

abundance of light in the city. A sanctuary seating

1800 people required. A meditation chapel is located

right oflf the sidewalk at right hand corner.

The scheme appears to be "modern" without

frivolity. Site very limited in area.

SKETCH FOR A
COLLEGE CHAPEL

Sundt, Wenner & Fink,
and Thomas, Architects

This type of architect-

ural expression contin-

ues greatly in demand.
Many chapels for college

campuses are now being
projected.

STUDY FOR METHODIST CHURCH,
MORGANTON. N. C.

Wenner & Fink, .\rchitects

^ Hiiiiiliii^i
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PARISH HOUSE FOR CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH,
DOVER, DELAWARE

Many churches must now plan to add

a parish house to their equipment. A
well planned progiam of education for

the entire congregation and experiences

in fellowship are essential to a living

church.

The exterior design for this parish

house makes it "belong" to the adjacent

sanctuary built in 1734 and like it, adds,

in a harmonious and altogether pleas-

ing manner.

n . n
RECTO Ry or I \CE ofFicr

Q Q U
Note especially that the hall is on the

second floor where a high ceiling is

possible and an unobstructed floor area.

The chapel is highly important. It

will serve the assembly room for two

church school groups.

Thomp.son, Architect
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EXTERIOR DESIGN OF PARISH HOUSE TO BE ADDED TO
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH,

GARY, INDIANA
Jansson, Architect

A great many well constructed but not so well plan-
ned church buildings now need, besides remodeling the
interiors of their present plants, also to provide rooms in

a parish house addition. The cost of this type of needed
improvement will total in the next ten to twenty years,
millions of dollars.

These buildings are to be connected with the exist-

ing church plant. This is important not only for physical
considerations, but because the whole church program is

a unit. Many groups and activities will require two
places in the church building for the same or related
functions. A youth class meeting in a remodeled part of
the church building may require the chapel or fellowship
hall for a part of one program. A children's choir may
assemble in the parish house and take a part in the
church service. The rooms usually required in a parish
house addition are : rooms for all the children's groups, a

chapel, fellowship hall with high ceiling, stage and
kitchen, offices, pastor's conference room. Each individ-

ual problem, of course, requires its own solution
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MAIN FLOOR PLAN FOR PARISH HALL
Dirlam, Architect

This plan illustrates the rooms that should be

placed on the main floor of the educational and fellow-

ship section of a church plant. The general purpose hall

is used for all activities of a social and recreational na-

ture. Sometimes such a hall must be used for worship

services until the resources make possible the erection

of the sanctuary. Adult class rooms and club rooms on
the floor below the hall are available for dressing
rooms for pageantry and dramatics. (Note - "Church"
should be office.)
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DESIGN FOR THE FIRST UNIT AT FOREST HILL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, RICHMOND, VA.
W'enner & Fink, Architects

See "master plan" scheme on page 62. This type of design may be

compared with the one below.

y ^ --

'^."hJ '
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A DESIGN IN THE "CONTEMPORARY" MANNER
Taylor, Architect

Here is an example of "contemporary" or "modern" crete, glass, etc. A suggestion for those who wish to
exterior design. The architect specifies ordinary follow other than some more "traditional" style.

building materials, brick, stone, wood, reinforced con-

- 19 -



CHAPEL TO BE ADDED TO THE GRACE PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH.

ORANGE, NEW JERSEY
TO BE KNOWN AS A TRIBUTE TO THOSE WHO SERVED IN

WORLD WARS I & II

The chapel is coming to be an essential feature in

today's church building. Chapels are used for

weddings, special communions, memorial services and

usually are open continuously for individual prayer

and training in worship.

On the floor plan note mortuary facilities are pro-

vided. The casket may be lowered by the elevator for

interment in the crypt. It may rest in the crypt wait-

ing time for the funeral. (See First Unitarian Church,

Chicago, 111. for use of crypt for several years.)

The exterior design while well studied for this

chapel must harmonize with the existing church build-

ing.

3tia"B-BBBfl

/io.-t V>/a|
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FIRST UNIT AFTER ADDING SECOND UNIT

AFTER ADDING THIRD UNIT THE COMPLETED PLANT

Morison, Architect

The importance of using architectural scale models.

^-k,-

Here are illustrations showing how very helpful

scale models can be in planning church buildings. Pro-

portions and scope of the several units may be studied.

The model may be photographed from all angles. Vari-

ous arrangements may be demonstrated. Building

committees should willingly pay the architect for this

added facility for the important work of planning their

church building. This plan is for the Calvin United

Presbyterian Church, Detroit, Mich.

ft
Ctoss or iokja.-

L»TiN Ceooi -
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THE WESTMINSTER PLAN
FOR A COMPLETE CHURCH PLANT IN

A SMALL CITY WITH TWO EXTERIOR

DESIGN STUDIES OFFERED FOR THE
SAME PLAN.

Thomas and Wagoner, Architects

The floor plans on this and the op-

posite page illustrate provisions for

a complete program of seven-day-a-

week church work and its effeative

administration. Notice that the chan-

cel is at the end of the nave opposite

the parish house. The tower marks

one central entrance and point of

circulation to the entire plant. The

plan is developed in recognition of the

fact that the whole church program

including recreational and fellowship

activities, is a unity thus provided

for in one unified and harmoniously

designed plant.

The chapel opens from the central

lobby directly in front of the main

entrance to the church, thus this

chapel for private worship and medi-

tation, wedding, funerals, and all

types of religious meetings for

smaller groups may be opened for

service twenty-four hours a day with

the rest of the building closed oif, if

necessary.

Note especially the two designs,

the one on page 22 does not so close-

ly adhere to tradition. With modem

method of sound transmition, the

organ chamber may be placed in the

tower and the music transmittad to

main church chancel or to any room

in the building. Air conditioning

equipment may also be housed in the

tower.

Note in the chancel the table sits

well forward with space around the

table for those who assist in the

Lord's Supper service-

- 22 -
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THE WESTMINSTER PLAN
(See also opposite page)

This plan too is offered for

study—not as a stock plan.

One may plan the uses of the

many rooms shown.

^m^s^^^M^--
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METHODIST CHURCH AT
ANSONIA. CONNECTICUT

(Plan and design approved.)

Two congregations merged and adopted this

plan and exterior design for their church to be

erected on an eligible site.

Like many churches in New England the design

was developed so as to be distinguished from New
England architecture of another type.

Here again we suggest that the plans be

studied room by room.

Notice the perfectly beautiful chapel to

the left of the main entrance. A gem of a rose win-

dow will be above the altar of the chapel and three

very narrow, tall lancets above the altar in the main
sanctuary. The communion rail is just in front of

the altar in main church and chapel.

A great number of rooms are packed into this

compact scheme. Every room except the pastor's

consultation room oflf the church office may be

reached without passing through another room.

Note the several storage rooms, dumb waiter

serving two floors above the kitchen and other facil-

ities throughout the building.

The nave will be made very effective by the
lighting of the tall windows at the crossing sup-

purting the fleche.

This feature makes the exterior design rather

notable.

Thomas & Wagoner, Architects

Jhe spire pointing ever upward and the lifted Gross are eloquent symbols of Qhristianity"
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INTERIOR
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

HANOVER, N. H.

Note that the social hall (1) is on a lower

level than other rooms.

ANSONIA PLAN

SECOND FLOOR

Note excellent proportion of the

chancel in relation to the nave.

NAVE AND CHANCEL,

ROSEDALE PARK LUTHERAN CHURCH,

DETROIT. MICHIGAN

Here we see effectiveness and function-

alism in a place of Divine Worship combined

with simplicity and economy. There is no

attic or cracked plaster above the worship-

er's head. The walls are of cinder block

painted inside, faced with brick on the ex-

terior.

The rose window in richly colored glass

gives a most effective note of upwardness

and extension in the place of worship.

Confer, Architect

- 25 -
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Schedule of Rooms:
1 - Nave;
2 - Chancel

;

3 - Cradle Room

;

4 - Nursery

;

5 - Kindergarten;
6 - Junior Chapel

;

7 - Class Rooms

;

8 - Combination Chapel and parlor with wor-
ship center and fire place;

9 - Church parlor;
10 - Office;

11 - Kitchenette.
Note the communion rail is around the altar or

table.

BARBER & Mc .MLRRY, Architects.
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It is easy to see how a full program of work can be conducted in

the splendid rooms provided in this scheme. Perhaps the social hall

should be larger. The stage may be used by the choir for "refresher"

rehearsal then enter the narthex via the stairway for the proces-

sional.
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TWO EXTERIOR DESIGNS AND
THE FLOOR PLANS FOR A
METHODIST CHURCH AT
CROSSVILLE, TENNESSEE

Barber & McMurry, Architects

This congregation first had

the architects develop the floor

plans for the needed rooms.

Then several studies for the ex-

terior design were shown of

which we show two—one of

them is on the opposite page.

These outline plans are con-

venient to help a congregation

study the room arrangements.

Additional toilets, coat rooms

and other facilities will be pro-

vided.

K

1 -

OOMS:

Nave;

2 - Chancel;

3 - Pastor's consultation
room

;

4 - Kindergarten;

5 - Nursery;

6 - Primary;

7 - Juniors;

8 - Chapel;

9 - Office;

10 - Parlor;

11 - Kitchenette;

12 - Garth.

It is fine to have all these
roonIS on the main floor.
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ALTERNATE DESIGN
THE CROSSVILLE FLAN

GROUND FLOOR PLAN
Rooms

:

1—Stage and Choii- Assembly
;

2—Fellowship Hall

;

3—Kitchen

;

4—Furnace

;

5—Club Room with fire place

SECOND FLOOR PLAN
Rooms

:

1—Organ

;

2—Class Rooms;
3—Intermediate Department

ji wn
O & lO

SKETCH FOR NEW
CHAPEL IN AN ANCIENT

CHURCH
Thomas, Architect
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COMMUNITY CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH AT
MIAMI BEACH, FLORIDA

Wenner and Fink, Architects

This church prospered while housed in their first

unit which consisted of the churchly sanctuary and a
large residence remaining on the property.

The plans show facilities for the activities ancl

groups the church has decided to maintain.
Only a good imagination is needed to appreciate

the lovely and useful rooms provided; the chapel with

inviting entrance right off the sidewalk, a children's
patio, an open court with outdooor pulpit and choir
platform, offices, board room and pastor's conference
and study room, well grouped. Note also facilities pro-
vided on the second floor including an outdoor game
terrace, living quarters and terrace for caretaker or
assistant pastor.

-SsfcCOMD - F-LOOE-'
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PRELIMINARY PLAN AND DESIGN FOR THE BAPTIST CHURCH AT
AMES, OHIO

Merrill, Architect

Many architects will have the interesting problem

of designing a church at an educational center. The
smaller size of the nave in relation to the rest of the

building indicates a noticeable trend. Increasingly two

worship services are being held on Sunday morning-

The nave is not too large to be used also for chapel pur-

poses. A staff of ministers and workers make an in-

creased number of services and activities possible.

Rooms 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 21, 29 and two lavatories

and one fireplace are on the second floor above the edu-

cational unit. This is the architect's first sketch;

plans are in process of restudy and development.

' KL E. Y T O R. O O M S
1. NAVt -5E.ATING 266 IS OFFICE

2. CHANCtL-CHOie. 5[ATmG 40 16 NARTHEX |

3. FtLLOW^HIP HALL 17- VESTRY
iEATIHC; 300 CHA1I15 18. 6APTISTRY
iEATinq ZOO TA6LL5 19. SACRISTY

4. LIVINCi ROOM- CAPTY. 93 20.GALLERY - SEATirtQ 74
5. CUADLL ROLL 21. KITCHEN

£, NUR5ERY 22PLATF0RM
7. bEGiNriER.s 23.M0TI0H PICTURE bOOTH

8. PRIMARY A55EM6LY 24.VtSTIB0LE

9. JUNIOR A55EM6LY 25.DR£55ING ROOM
10. INTERMEDIATE ASSEMBLY 26.U5HER3' I00\h

11. SENIOR ASSEMBLY 27 COAT ROOM
U. YOUNG PEOPLE ZS.STORACE

13. CLASS ROOM 23.0RGAN CHAMBER
14.CH0IR ROOM T. TOIL FT
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FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, WORCESTER, MASS.
Allen & Collens, Architects

This plant is so complete that it is quite a useful
guide for post-ivar planning of a church that is to main-
tain an adequate ministry seven days in the week in the
areas of corporate and individual worship, pastoral coun-
selling, education, recreation and fellowship. Work in the
great movements in the fields of music and religious
drama in American church life is provided for. Family and
bride's rooms are provided in connection with an equisite

chapel.

The hall has a high ceiling. Provision should have
been made for small children on the main floor. The min-
ister's conference room and the library might be moved to

the second floor away from the traffic.

The bowling alleys are completely insulated from
the rest of the building.

The cost was at 41c per cubic foot, $3.30,000.
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FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH SANCTUARY
WORCESTER, MASSACHUSETTS

Allen & Collens, Architects

This Church moved from a downtown
situation to a splendid site in a residential

section.

Needless to say, during and after the
erection of this beautiful and useful
plant the membership greatly increased.

The richly colored dossal back of the
communion table serves also as a drape in

front of the baptismal pool.

The architects' work included very
careful attention to interior decoration.

This great enterprise reminds us too

of the very great importance of landscape
architecture.

If one refers to the main floor plan
and the exterior view and imagines the
chancel located where the narthex is

shown and the main entrance at the
tower, a rather pronounced trend in ar-

rangement may be pictured.

Study the plans, for we can not print

a book about each plan.

BELOW, TWO EXTERIOR DESIGNS BY
Barber & McMurry, Architects

The belfry in the lower design will be

ample for housing equipment to transmit trans-

cribed bell music.

UPPER PART
OF HALL

• SECOND FIjOOR PLAN
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PLAN FOR BAPTIST CHURCH AT

LAS VEGAS, NEVADA
Pierce, Architect

Hsre again it is fine to see that a church has

secured an adequate site, and a plan that can clearly be

read.

One may picture the splendid rooms, all with

direct outside light, in which work and worship

will be joyful experiences in Christian living and

growing. Notice the higher ceiling and the clerestory

windows of the fellowship hall. (We wonder if it is

large enough, but the church is to be built where folks

may go out of doors all the year around.)

For weddings the choir room becomes a lovely

bride's room. The parlor with its kitchenette and iire

place is right at hand for receptions—an appreciated

service in this day of small efficient homes and apart-

ments.

A plan like this is excellent for a new congrega-

tion in a growing community.

The plan, after the master plan is approved may

be built in units as the resources and work grow. At
no time need there be a hampering debt.

Notice the two doors for the pastor's room.

Both may be controlled at the office. The pastor may
easily take penitents or others in need of spiritual

strength from his conference room into tha chancel.

Again, study the plan in all its details with a

good imagination and we shall not need to write a book

about it.

In the exterior design the sanctuary for wor-

ship stands out prominently, indicating the highest

purpose of the churchly building.

The tower forms the high point of aspiration in

the composition. By locating the chancel at the end of

the nave opposite the parish house the matter of de-

sign is assisted.
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The writer has studied this plan fore and aft many
times, by the fireplace at midnight, on trains, planes and

buses, to see if anything needed by this congregation in its

location has been omitted-

Air conditioning equipment doubtless will be stowed
in the tower. The organ chamber may also be placed in the

tower and the real organ music transmitted through the
chancel.

Two offices, two study rooms and the beautiful
choir room for the minister of music indicate that not only
will the church have a complete plant, but that they expect
to employ a staff of workers who by their several ministries

makes this a church indeed. Volume of this plan, 493,000
cubic feet.

PLAN FOR PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH,
NORTH HOLLYWOOD, CALIFORNLV

Pierce, Architect
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FLOOR PLAN ADOPTED FOR FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH,

ALBUQUERQUE. NEW MEXICO

This church secured an adequate plot of ground in their experiences in Christian education.

a good location and plans to erect a part of this scheme in

order to occupy the new location and begin work there in the

new rooms. As in so many cases even a part of this new

building in a better location will enable the church to do

much more effective work than is possible in the old and bad-

ly located building.

The work of this church will be done above the

ground.

Both the kitchen and kitchenette are accessible to

the patio. Note the fire place in the patio.

The .I'anitor is given a decent work shop. Notice the

window in rear wall of the platform.

The pastor's study and conference room is well re-

lated to the office and to the chapel.

Children may be led through the French windows This plan will bear searching study. Volume 293,000

out to the flower gardens and under the trees for some of cubic feet.

Pierce, Architect
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FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH,
BEDFORD, MASS.

BRIDGE, ARCHITECT

The very remarkable worship move-
ment in many American Protestant denom-
inations and its effect on church architec-

ture is here well illustrated.

A rich dossal fabric in front of the

baptistry, the richly colored drapes at the

windows, altar, cross and candlelights help

to enrich the interior.

During the past 20 years many Protes-

tant Churches have claimed the right to use

the universal symbolism of Christianity and

equipment that may be helpful in worship-

The open Bible on the lectern also proclaims

religious freedom- The pulpit emphasizes

the importance of preaching, the center aisle

indicates the clear approach of the worship-

per to the altar with no intervening barrier.

Only the first floor plan is shown. The

use of a site very limited in area is here

illustrated. The fellowship hall is located un-

der the nave. The rather high climb to reach

the main entrance at the front is made easi-

er by the use of the terrace landing. The

office controls the principal week-day en-

trance to the plant. Two class rooms are

directly accessible to the corridor, therefore

their usage is flexible. The fireplace in the

beginners' department is an important fea-

ture. The choir may enter the vestibule from

the floor below for the processional to open

the services.

BROWSING CORNER IN A CHURCH
SCHOOL ROOM
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PLANS ADOPTED FOR CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH,
WEST ENGLEWOOD, NEW JERSEY

Office of Hobart Upjohn, Architect

A splendid Fellowship Hall with high ceiling is an important feature

of this plan for a post war church in a beautiful residential community

with strong colonial traditions. Two stairways make the rooms on the low-

er floor available for dressing rooms.

SPDLWALK ON tSatX 5TK.ttT
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WEST ENGLEWOOD PLAN — SECOND FLOOR

The dormer windows make it possible economically to have a number of
good class rooms.

GROUND FLOOR PLAN

Only six steps are required to enter the side door
of the narthex. The plot is so graded that the rooms stand
well out of the ground. An efficient ventilating or air con-
ditioning system will be necessary.

Thoroughly good decorating and lighting with air
conditioning will make the ground floor rooms attractive.
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STUDY FOR CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
AT MANHASSET, LONG ISLAND

Magoon & Salo. Architects

A recently organized church purchased this wonderful Excellent provision is made for outdoor activities and
site centered in a large and well favored residential area. fellowship on the terraces overlooking the lake, on the play-
The architects have skillfully adjusted the building to the gi'ounds and tree shaded lawns,
plot which slopes toward a lake. We predict that the evangelistic drawing power of this

The nave may easily be entered from the upper level. notably beautiful property will be effectual.
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MANHASSET PLAN

MAIN FLOOR

UPPER PART OF
FELLOWSHIP MALL

49" X 72"
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MANHASSET PLAN

GROUND FLOOR
See next page for interior sketches.
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CHURCH PARLOR

BEGINNERS' ROOM

--?'

FELLOWSHIP HALL

ii;+^n

- V' '^MT,^'^

The architects' sketches help to visuaUze the

rooms in the Manhasset plant. See page 40 and

41.

The Beginners' room looks out upon the play-

ground. The lake also may be seen from their

windows.

The room will be valuable for a kindergarten

school on week days.

Note the lighting equipment in the ceiling of

the Fellowship Hall. French windows open from

the hall to a terrace. This will be a beauti-

ful hall for banquets, dramatics and pageantry,

motion pictures, floor games, and the use of

modern materials will make it available too for

reacreation of a more strenuous type.

^i, %

Ur

A study of the plans will clearly reveal the

complete provision for a full church program.

To the left—Saturday morning in the

children's chapel. Second Congregational Church,

West Newton, Mass.
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DESIGN FOR NEW SANCTUARY, COMMUNITY CHURCH AT

GU3AT NECK. LONG ISLAND, N. Y.

A. Hopkins & Associates, Architects

A large congregation has now outgrown the parish house used as their

first unit. The plans provide for new sanctuary to be erected at the front of

the existing parish house. Seating capacity 530.

\.

1

* .- '
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M I !*.

A PRISON CHAPEL

A. Hopkins & Associates, Architects

A well studied chapel is recommended by penolog-

ists as an important factor in the rehabilitation pro-

gram- The use of an auditorium for religious services

does not satisfactorily meet this need. The far greater

effectiveness of a well designed chapel will help make

the presence of God felt in the room where the

memories of other activities will not dim memories of

Him during services of devotion.

The chapel illustrated is now being erected for the

Security Disciplinary Barracks, Camp Cooke, Cali-

fornia. Floor, asphalt tile; walls, concrete; ceiling,

acoustical tile ; window glass, marine antiquie in color.
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METHODIST CHURCH

AT ARLINGTON, VIRGINIA

Wenner & Fink, Archilectcs

Construction was started on this plant

in 1945, on a new large plot.

The plans are easily read and the services

the church plans to render are clearly in-

dicated.

THE MAIN FLOOR PLAN

The chancel is located at the end of the

nave opposite the educational building. The

traffic of the whole building may flow to-

ward this high place.

The ground is so graded that the nave is

entered at the main entrance by climbing 4

easy steps, and so that useful rooms are

provided on a ground floor. A ceiling height

of eight feet is adequate for these rooms,

the excavation being four feet deep or less.

lo .5 ro 15 3
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A Seven-Day-a-Week Church for the

Whole Church Family.

This building is adequate for more than
1000 active members. The general contract
price (1945) was a little less than $200,000.

1

The many rooms in

this building will not
make it necessary for

this church to "farm
out" any of its charac-
ter-building fellowship
work.

SECOND

The Fellowship Hall is directly
under the roof construction mak-
ing a fine high ceilinged room pos-
sible. See exterior. The rooms
on the main floor nesd only low
ceilings. The hand maidens of the
church will soon forget the dark
old kitchen, in this lovely light
work shop where the Virginia
hams will be prepared and
Virginia sliced psaches! — and
chicken gumbo!

DESIGN FOR ST. MARKS EI'ISCOP.VL CHLRCH
GASTONIA. NORTH CAROLINA

Thompson. Architect

Strength, Shelter, Welcome to God's House and the purposes of the
Church in Worship, Learning and Fellowship are well expressed.
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iMAIN FLOOR PLAN OF NEW BUILDING TO BE ERECTED BY
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH,

ERIE, PA.

In this scheme too, the essential unity of ths

church program and consequent unity of the plant,

are well illustrated. Particularly interesting features

of this scheme are that the social hall is on the main
floor; dressing rooms, scenery painting shop, hobby

shop, etc., are beneath stage, kitchen and chancel sec-

tion ; rooms for ths small cchildren's groups, chapel,

church living room with kitchenette on the main floor;

juvenile size lavatories for the smaller -children's

rooms. The location of the session room just off the

narthex has, in the Presbyterian Church, an evangelis-

tic significance. Persons are invited to go from the

sanctuary to meet with the session representing the

Church for reception into church membership. Note

also the rostrum teiTace and court for outdoor activi-

ties. Exterior view page 63.

The plans of the building aside from the sanc-

tuary, form very valuable suggestions for parish house

additions needed by so many churches. The gallery

will have a second means of exit by way of a stairway

leading down to the storage room in the corner of the

social hall. Taylor, architect.
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SECOND FLOOR PLAN

' V ' v-«,

Kneelers in a Chapel.

One turned back.

Kilchcnette
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PLAN AND DESIGN ADOPTED FOR
MORNINGSIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. ATLANTA, GEORGIA

See view on front cover of this book. To be built of brick and Georgia
white granite. The chief feature of the design is the white granite tower.
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Only the main floor plan shown. Pastor's conference room and church
school rooms on second floor. The lower floor provides recreational
facilities, craft shops, lavatories. Space for burial crypt under the chapel.

W. H. Thomas & H. AVagoner, Architects
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The new Morningside Presbyterian

Church, housed in a religious educational

building, the first unit of a proposed

church, completely outgrew the building

and found that the lot would not be large

enough for the church they would need.

A hilly wooded tract of eleven acres

was purchased in 1944 and a recreation

building was erected. Now the possible

development of the work through the

years seems unlimited.

•TUf '.rof..'! JSID£. PRCf 6yT£i.-tt[A.'4 O H U liC K ATt-ANTA

The pastor of this church says in the prospectus, "The

chancel is the heart of the Church. It i.^. chosen for its inherent

beauty, and as a style expressive of the deepest religious fervor. It

confronts the worshiper with the meaningful symbols of the

living faith as they have been historically represented by the

Presbyterian church.

With the table for The Holy Communion in the center, the

lectern for the reading of God's Word, and the pulpit for the ex-

pounding of God's Truth, the worshiper is invited to say within

himself, "Surely God is in This Place."

The cross suspended before the deep red dossal cloth will be

visible from the street across a ravine. (See front cover view.)

The rustic Cross on the mantle helps mark

the cozy little room as truly a part of the House

of God.
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PLANS ADOPTED BY TRINITY METHODIST CHUIICH,
COLUMBUS, OHIO

Wcnner & Fink, Architects
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SECOND FLOOR PLAN

The working drawings for the first unit

of this plant are now being prepared (1945).

Note that in the rear of the nave temporary

wooden construction will provide for church

school rooms on the main floor and a tem-

porary second floor. When additional units

ai'e erectced and the congregation increases,

this construction can be removed and the

capacity of the nave increased. Study is in-

vited of these plans, room by room. The

plant is to be located on a new site a mile

distant from the present church location.

The large hall on the main floor level,

ample recreational rooms on the ground

floor. Note location of the chancel. Persons

may face the chancel as they enter the nave

from any part of the plant.
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I'LAN FOR STRATHMOOR METHODIST CHURCH,

DETROIT, MICHIGAN

Confer, Architect

M H I K F L O O IK- PL M

*
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FlUSr .MEIHODIST CHURCH,
TUCSON, ARIZONA

Sundt, Wenner, Fink and Thomas, Architects

STRATHMORE METHODIST CHURCH — SECOND FLOOR PLAN

many crafts and arts that may be practical.This church has purchased a four acre site more
favorably located in view of population trends.

The church and its grounds will be the center for
week-day activities as well as Sunday services.

The Fellowship Hall will be greatly in demand for
social meals, motion pictures, dramatics and religious
pageantry.

Scenery design and painting will be but one of

May we suggest that the plans be reviewed inch
by inch and note made of all the facilities provided?

On the lower floor (plan not shown are: space for
10 bowling alleys under the recreation hall, girls' and
boys' showers and lockers, shack counter, handcraft
shops, dark room, acoustically treated choir room,
lavatories, ja,nitor's shop.
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SKETCH FOR A GREAT CITY CHURCH IN A BUILT UP SECTION

Sometimes we wonder if a really new note that is

quite consonant with churchly ideals may be sounded
in the architecture of a city church. We feel that the
architects, in developing this design and which at this

writing is still being matured and also studied by the
congregation, made an exceptionally important contri-

bution within the requirements of this particular prob-
lem.

In spiritually restless times here is a testimony of
those whose faith saves from the power of all forces of
confusion and decay.

When any building is just one in a crowded row,
with its main facade paralleling the street there is no
opportunity of viewing its composition until you are
practically directly opposite to it. The approaching
effect is simply one of wall masses without any fenes-
trations. By making the front a "V" in plan, the double
facade with its main windows and doorways on the

diagonal can be seen far away, and the building will

stand out from the surroundings and have a distinct

individuality. The site plan and the model show that
one would have a full view of the facade from a con-
siderable distance. The effect at night, with the light

streaming through the windows, should -convey an ef-

fective message.

Note also that the side aisles step back as they re-

cede from the front. This makes the main side aisle

windows fully visible from the side street, (also a very
important view), and also thins the building down as it

approaches the front, so that it appears less crowded
on the Site.

Between the two main entrances there is a win-
dow with clear glass. Through this window, at all

times—day or night—in all seasons and in all weather,
one may have a vista from the street to the Cross sus-

pended above the communion table and in front of the
baptistry.
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SKETCHES FOR
IMMANUEL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

BALTIMORE, MARYLAND

Thomas and Wagoner, Architects

The modern chiu'ch building erected on ample, landscaped grounds,

must present an impressive and attractive view from all directions. The
rear view proposed for this church, illustrated in the lower cut shows that

this requirement has very effectively been met. This spire, standing

against the sky, may be viewed from all directions and from great

distances.

m
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TENTATIVE PLAN FOR METHODIST CHURCH AT

CHAGRIN FALLS, OHIO

(See back cover page for elevation sketch.)

A room by room study of this scheme will reveal

excellent provision for the program of a working and
worshiping church.

The slope in the grade of the lot makes possible an

excellent arrangement of the two story section of the

educational and social unit. The social hall may have

a high ceiling since no rooms are above it.

Wenncr & Fink, Arcliitects
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SKETCHES FOR ST. PAUL'S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH,
BRONX, N. Y.

Matz, Architect

Many churches will have to make the best use of

sites limited in size, and in congested city conditions.

Note minister's residence and space for some outdoor
activities. No rooms above the auditorium which
makes high ceiling possible.

The second floor plan (not shown) provides bal-

cony for the social hall, two large class rooms, lavator-
ies, closets, organ chamber, balcony to the nave and
four bedrooms, two baths and sun-porch for the par-
sonage.
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FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH,

EUREKA, ILL.

Brand, Architect

The term, "Church Building," as used in this book, means the

entire church plant providing in one scheme all of the facilities re-

quired for worship, religious education, recreation and social work.

This view gives a suggestion, too, for erecting a parish house as an ad-

dition to an existing worship unit.

The interior view of First Christian Church, Eureka, Illinois,

illustrates how excellent proportions may be secured in the nave by

restricting the width and adding a side aisle. The columns and arches

enhance the feeling of progress toward the chancel and help to em-

phasize the note of celebration in worship.

The brick interior adds to the expression of permanence and

shelter, and lends color.

Window for "Colonial" style

Church. In any style of architec-

ture may employ the glory of glass.

ST. JOHN'S LUTHERAN CHURCH,
CHICAGO, ILL.

Brand, Architect

Note particularly the location of choir in the transept. The tall rere-
dos supplemented by stained glass lancets emphasizes the vertical note.
Color on roof timbers helps to enrich the interior.
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PLANS FOR THE CALVARY EPISCOPAL CHURCH,
WILMINGTON (HILLCREST), DELAWARE

MAIN FLOOR GROUND FLOOR

Here we have a churchly design in which

simple dignity and noble purpose are expressed.

Note many important features of the plans. The

side aisle makes it possible to have excellent propor-

tions in the nave. Nothing in a church building can

equal the effectiveness of strong pillars.

The aisle may be used as a side chapel or for

overflow seating.

The baptismal font is near the entrance to sym-

bolize entrance to the church through baptism.

A small stairway at the rear of the nave would
be convenient.

Since the Beginners' and "Primary rooms re-

quire a lower ceiling height they are on a higher level

than the social hall.

This scheme couJd be enlarged by a room above

the parish living room. Throughout this book it is

more important to study the plan and design in detail

than to read the brief text.

Thompson, Architect
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CENTRAL CHRISTIAN CHURCH,
KANSAS CITY, KANSAS

Wickes and Kriehn, Architects

Downtown site sold and new site in residen-

tial section acquired. Native stone for exterior.

Much color used on the interior. Rich red dossal
cloth in front of baptistry.

CENTRAL CHRISTIAN CHURCH,
PRATT, KANSAS

Wickes and Kriehn, Architects

The dignity of simplicity and sincerity well

illustrated.

FOREST HILLS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
RICHMOND, VA.

Wenner & Fink, Architects

A "master plan" is outlined for a church

which has acquired a large residential property.

The residence, used temporarily will later be re-

moved. Plans are now being prepared for the

blocked in section.

The plant may be built in units as the work

grows. It is important that the first unit appear

to be a complete and churchly structure. A ham-

pering church building debt is never necessary.

Hundreds of similar problems are in the offing.

J
K

FOREST HILL AVENUE
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DESIGN, FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
ERIE, PA.

PLANS ON PAGES 46 and 47.

Taylor, Architect.

ARCHI-

TECTURE
BOOK ROOM

LAN C K <S TLP-^

Below, main floor plan of the Trinity Methodist Church, Albany,
N- Y. showing adjustment to site very limited in area. Fellowship hall is

under the nave, robing rooms on mezzanine. Three story educational

building. Erected 1933. (See page 7 for view of chancel.)

Sundt, Wenner, Fink & Thomas, Architects
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