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INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT.

THE most experienced Christians, who attend the religious services of
Plymouth Church, have been specially interested in the devotional exer-
cises of that famous pulpit; and have often felt these to be even more
impressive than the sermons themselves, which are so greatly sought
after. These exercises are found so full of the most elevated thoughts,
expressed in such affluent and appropriate words, as to be quite unique in
their effect, carrying the sympathizing heart as it were up to the very
throne of mercy, and bringing the soul into conscious communion with
our Father who is in heaven. The continual diversity of the themes dwolt
upon, the copiousness and beauty of the language, the evident absence
of formality and pre-arrangement, with the graphic distinctness and com-
pletepess of the presentation, make these exercises worthy to be taken as
models of extemporaneous prayer. Buttheir highest value is in their fitness
to train the hearts of those who earnestly unite in them; and to lead
them into the richest experiences of the spirit of prayer, as that consists in
the conscious intercourse of the human soul with its Maker, God.

My venerable and esteemed friend, the Reverend Doctor John Marsh,
8o long and widely honored for his useful labors in the Temperance cause,
in a frequent attendance at Plymouth Churth, found these exercises so
attractive and profitable, that he could not but long to renew their impres-
sions. It seemed like a great loss that such glowing words and heaveuly
thoughts should be heard but once, and never be repeated or recalled.

He thereupon conceived the idea of having some of them faithfully
reported, so that he might preserve them, first, for his own personal use
and satisfaction, and then with the thought that, at some day yet remote,
they might perhaps be properly given to the public in print, for the gen-
eral use of devout hearts. With this view, and without the counsel
or advisement of any one, he several years ago employed, at his own
expense, an experienced phonographer, to make a verbatim report of

e






' SUBJECTS.

The Fatherhood of God...... ceresieesiens
Remembrance of Divine mercies........ Gorsccrssssssssssasanss
Preciousness of the Sanctuary......ceevieeecevccssscesccssnans
Opening of the 8pring. ..c.coveveeensn eeesccceviee saesenen .o
Need of God. seeeeeneeieeseiasiecsreocionssseseasasssscenane
God’s greatness Man's BeCUritY...coieveieeiiiencccceascncenes
Joy in the government of GOd...cceveeveeerceassercaccacannsas
Divine wisdom above all human .....c.ceeieteiencececcanoceans
Confession and Penitence......ccvieeerieeteececesecsniossnnne
Entire consecration.......ceceeeiieeereccsscersssccscscssnanse
Communings with Jesus........... cosecnene cessevecesesnecnes
Church additions ............ cecees [ S
Sacramental BEASOM....cuveearaaipaonsnntenenacnncacaanns ceoe
Union with Chrigt. ..c.co0eveteceseieetrecccsccer-nccscncncns
Baptismal 8ervice . ..occeevererecsccecccceesestcasetsascsccnne
Growth in grace . .ouivvereececosseersccoenccccccssccscscnces
PForahigherlife coocovve teviieeiriircnicoarsssrseaceccnses
Christ our necessity and joy.......veuttneriectienneaccianaians
Petitioning for light....... L T L LR LL LR LR L)
The Journey of 1ife...ceceeeececieccieccscccscscisoncssrecsss
The Battle of life, . ceeceeecsececsccsccscssecescscesscssessnee
Sanctified knowledge of God.....cccctieeeiccccoovccsccencccns

18
23
31
39
41
61
13
59
66
(!
w
83
8%
93
99
103
111
1T
123
127



vi SUBJECTS.

Passing from death to Hfe......... ........ P £:1.3
Jesus seeing of the Travailof hissoul.......c.coviiveevenna.... 141
Sacramental 86880N ... ..iiveirieiiieiirrieiriieeiieieiean... 147
Strength im God...c.cviiveiiiviiverienniiorrroercenceenso. 163
Dependence.. .cc.veeeeeeiiaeeecnenceiasssronteeriosneaseanes 167
God’s goodness to the ill-deserving.......cco.cvvitieain... . 163
God the only object of trust............ . ceeeiieeraeeiees 167
Preciousness of the Sabbath. ........... Ceteeeiteeiere ceeenen 175
Security m Christ.. coevvve coveviennn eeiieeaiaenn cieeene.. 181
. Successive generations of believers.........c.cesieeereceiieena.. 185
Riches of GOA'B IEIrCY. ccoecvveervonssoececsvcsncccnccaceaces 190
Paternal character of God ............ teeerecscveserevissesnns 201
Triumph over sin anddeath....coivveeieeiieeiieeiaeaeeaaa. 205
‘We know not what we shall be.....cc.ceivivieneeniieeenaan.. 211
God our Refuge ; Heaven near......ccceeeieecrcscenccscnecae. 221

OCCASIONAL

New Year's day..coveeceeee  cccsoncssosccccssvsscossanascons 227
Return from the SUMMETr .. ..r.ecve.cefeeverevernsaierenveceavs 230
Thanksgiving. cee.oeeeeereercrecresoncovocacrssassconsverces 239
National responsibility. .......cooveiiviiriviiriiiironneaness 246
Filial memorial ...occvvivenin.... L 1 |
Return from England .. ooivvvrniiveieeninnneeceeannnacenaes 257
Fast day in War....cocvveiiivvreiveniececrreiosarcocsananes. 266
Mourning because of WaF.......ceeierieeiieeeranncenncacenass 273
Eastor Sunday ...cccvieevriioiiiicioreiienncieiercasscaenss, 281
MiS8iONAry OCCASION ¢ oo vt vevernnnen ceanenencanasinencanasees 287
Death of Lincoln..ve.iverevrereserecssnnroerecsocssasossanes 291
Restoration of peace......cceeiveerrveitonrenniriceeissecesnss 297



Baptismal serviee .... .......... e teeecsetccietasiinetee sana 303
Baptism of White Slave.........ccovieneeieineeeanna. seescccns 309
Youthful Aceessions. ......vieeeieeieacieneiiecieconieaceans 313

D 317
II.. RN 319
A 321
IV i eiiiiiinetineceoeensetssecacocessiancessssansencnne 323
P 324
2 et ietesasssceccasacenses 325
22 8 327
5 P R 328
| 5. G S iecetcattectttatatrcste sansnncseenns 330

) 331

These prayers are all independent, and not placed in the order in which
they were delivered; but some regard has been had to order in the
subjects.

Closing prayers after sermon, are placed on vacant pages; showing
the emotions of the speaker, after delivering his discourse; though the
subject of discourse cannot be given.



DEDICATION.

To the Congregation of Believers worshiping at Plymouth Church,
Brooklyn, N. Y.

To you these outpourings of the mind and heart of your much loved
Pastor, in days gone by, now rising as from ambush to aid in reviving the
spirit of true ‘devotion and self-consecration, must come with a tender-
ness *and force as to none beside. To you, therefore, this volume is
appropriately dedicated, in the hope and belief that it will prove a rich
comfort and blessing to you and your families, both now and when the
voice of your Pastor may be hushed in death, and when you are crossing
the flood to part no more,
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PULPIT DEVOTIONS.

THE FATHERHOOD OF GOD.

Sabbath Morning.

INVOOATION.

OvuRr FATHER, another day of rest is granted unto us. 'We accept it ours
—the token of thy love and remembrance. We bring honor to thee and
desire to make mention of thy name, and to call thee Father. Thou art
our Father, and thou hast made that name more venerable and more
full of love than all our earthly associations of parents have been able to
do; for thou art greater and better and more true to all the duties of
love than earthly parents can be. And now enrich us this day by giving
us the power more perfectly to approach thee, and to understand thee,
and to enter into sympathy with thee. This is our strength, the joy of
the Lord. And we beseech thee that thou wilt drive intrusive cares
and thoughts away. May the world no longer have dominion over us;
may we find ourselves easily controlling it, and may it be sweet to draw
near to thee with praise. May we make mention of our sins without
fear, since thou hast washed them away. May we be able to view thee
with uplooking face; may we gain strength to-day by the power of thy
love; may every thing conduce to thine honor and thy glory in our wor-
ship. We ask it for Christ's sake. Amen.

BEFORE SERMON.

O TtHOU that dwellest in heaven: round about thee
are those that are risen indeed—the spirits of the just
made perfect, and other ranks, dominions, and powers

that are nameless. Thou art in blessed society. We
1


















THE FATHERHOOD OF GOD. 7

will for us, and then let us coincide in thinking and in
willing with thee, that we may be God-led, and preserved
and saved.

Bless, we beseech thee, all those for whom we should
pray. Remember all classes and conditions of men.
. May the gospel of Christ, that hath dwelt in this world
so long without subduing it, receive new power, and may
it go forth with more disclosures of divinity than ever;
and before the brightness of thy coming may all forms
of selfishness fice away, may all pride be beaten down,
may all inhumanities sink to perdition, may the glory of
God’s love fill and overflow the earth, and may peace,
founded upon justice, prevail among the nations of the
globe, and war be heard no more forever, and all the
earth see the salvation of our God; and to thy name
shall be the praise, Father, Son, and Spirit. Amen.



CLOSING PRAYER.

OuRr heavenly Father, wilt thou bless the word of admonition given.
May thy truth come to us with authority, delivering us from those dim
and misty visions which we have when the fogs of this life rise around
about us; when our own passions distemper our sight. Give us that
calm certainty of truth, that nearness of thee, that conviction of the
reality of the life to come, which we shall need to bear us through the
troubles of this. Oh, if we could live as seeing thee that art invisible, if
we could live as beholding heaven, it would not be hard to live aright!
But our faith is faint; the world is real to us; and we are on every side
sympathetic with earthly things. Those things seem to us visionary and
remote that are most important to us. Therefore we ask that gift of the
Holy Spirit by which the truth is brought into the heart, and made to
abide there in ever-increasing power. Baptize us with the Holy Ghost;
dwell in us; go with us; and at last, through all entanglements, through
every temptation, through perils and dangers, through death itself, bring
. us to our exceeding great reward in heaven. These mercies we ask for
Christ’s sake, Amen.



REMEMBRANCE OF DIVINE MERCIES.

Sabbath Morning.
INVOOATION.

‘WE thank thee, our Father in heaven, that we have already begun the
song of thanksgiving, and we ask that we may have that blessing which
is comprehended in thine own presence ; for what the sun is to all the
earth in summer, that art thou to us. Whatever we need, whatever we
would have taken away, whatever things must come or must go, all is as
it should be in us when thou art present, quickening, comforting, teach-
ing, guiding. May we have, therefore, in the beginning of our worship
to-day, the feeling that we are in the presence of our Father and great
benefactor. May we all feel that we have come home to-day. May thy
word be not the words printed in a book, but the voice of God speaking
tous. May all the exercises of worship before thee, while they are reve-
rential, have that high and blessed familiarity which love gives. May we
sing with great gladness, and sing together; may we speak from a true
heart, informed by the Spirit of God ; may we be able together to lift up
our prayers, and so wilt thou move upon us to ask the things which we
ought, that, while we are speaking, blessings may fall; and may all the
service of the day, being divinely inspired and guided, be divinely blessed.
‘We ask it for Christ Jesus’ sake. Amen,

BEFORE SERMON.

O Gop, we come to speak of thine abundant mercies
to us. We wonder while we adore! "What are we and
our father’s house, that thou shouldst have shown such
mercies to us? "Why was our lot cast in the midst of
8o much privilege? Why were we so nurtured? Why
were angel guards sent to us in the cradle and in all the

1=















14 BEECHER’S PULPIT DEVOTIONS.

rance, and every form of passion shall cease ; when the
glory of God shall shine, and the Son shall travel in the
greatness of his strength ; may this blessed day rise not
upon us alone, but upon all the nations of the earth.
Lord, look again and see those whom thou hast made ;

behold the waste and the darkness of the earth ; beho]d
the trouble, the ruin, and the dismay of natlons Have
mercy upon the earth, O thou that dost hide thyself
behind thine own mysterious counsels; shine forth and
bring salvation to all the earth; and to thy name shall
be the praise, Father, Son, and Spirit. Amen.



PRECIOUSNESS OF THE SANCTUARY.

Sabbath Morning.

INVOCATION.

‘WE thank thee, our Father, that we are gathered from so many places
by thy kind providence to this, thy house of prayer. Thou hast in other
times been here to receive us. Stand in thine own house again {o-day,
and bid every heart welcome with the assurance of thy love, of thy favor,
and of thy presence; and by the power which thou dost show forth upon
us, may we discern the truth hidden in thy word. May we take hold
upon thee in communion; may we be able to unite together in fellowship
of song, and praise thee with one heart and voice. Grant that all the
exercises of the Sabbath, whether in the sanctuary or in our several
homes, may conduce to our spiritual comfort and edification: and thus
may thy name be honored. We ask it for Christ’s sake. Amen.

BEFORE SERMON.

Our heavenly Father, we do not draw near to thee in
this place as if only here thou wert to be found. Thou
hast made the whole earth to be full of thee. The
heavens declare thy glory and the firmament showeth thy
handiwork. Day unto day uttereth speech of thee,
through all the years of our lives. Neither is there any
place so solitary, nor any so barren, nor any so dark and
sad and seemingly neglected, that thou art not to be
discerned there. Thou hast written of thee in every part
of this domain, and they that are instructed in thee know
how to find thee everywhere.

But yet, in some places we find thee more easily
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in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ,
until we are changed from glory to glory, and are permitted
to take our place by thy side in heaven, where we will
praise thee forever and ever. Amen.



A OLOSING PRAYER.

OvuR heavenly Father, we beseech of thee that we may be made to drink
into the spirit of God, and be laborers together with thee in all truth, in
all fidelity, in all love, in all humanity. May we not, alone in our theory
and in our principles, believe in this greatness of man as made by God
and as destined by him to immortality, but grant that we may have this
knowledge interpreted to us in our disposition. May we know how to
correct the elevation of pride and its heartlessness; may we have the
desire to do good to all men as we have an opportunity. Grant that we
may be tender-hearted, and that we may have affection that stands ready
to flow down. May we know how to pay some tribute of esteem to all
men, and may there be a desire in our hearts to-day that they may be
made better and happier by our testimonies toward them. O Lord, how
great is the sea, how new is the voyage, how difficult is the navigation!
O give us thine own Spirit, or we shall never exemplify Christ in the
details of our life. O Lord God, cleanse us from this infidelity of our
every day life, and bring us into the spirit of Jesus, that love may reign
triumphant in us, and that we may glorify our Father in heaven. And
when we have done with life,—though it hath been an imperfect one
sinning throughout by manifold sins—O Lord Jesus, let there be found in
us the mercy of God cleansing from every sin, and give -us through the
infinite grace and mercy of our Saviour, an entrance into thine heavenly
kingdom: and let it be a heaven where pride shall come to us no more,
and selfishness no more, ang corruption no more; and then, if we may lift
ourselves up in raiment unstained and indeed purifled by thy blood, we
will give to thee the praise of our salvation for ever and ever. Amen.



OPENING OF THE SPRING.

Sabbath Morning.
INVOOATION,

Our of thine infinite fullness, O Lord our God, be pleased to give forth
strength and wisdom and inspiration. Breathe upon us, that every-thing
which is good may be lifted up, and that every thing which is evil may be laid
low, gnd that we may please thee. Drawn hither, we trust, by thy secret
and divine drawing, we have come expectant. Release us now from care;
cause the peace to rest on us #which thou wert accustomed to breathe on the
discipled band on the first day, and may we rejoice together in emancipation ;
and may the hours to-day surround us better than the walls did Jerusalem,
or the mountains the walls. May the Lord our God to-day be our joy,
and may his joy be our strength. Bless thy word, and as thou didst out
of the rock bring forth Christ, our Lord and Saviour, 80 may the buried
Christ be brought forth from the letter to-day, and stand living and
blessed before our gaze. Bless us as we may speak the word of truth
in exhortation of life and duty; may we be divinely guided in all wisdom,
and let it not be a vain thing that we listen, but rather for our souls’
everlasting profit. Accept our thanks that we are permitted in voice
to take hold of each other's hearts in singing together; may we unite
gladly in the sweet fellowship of love one with another; may we unite,
by the consciousness of faith, with those that never cease to praise, with
every joy of their hearts in divine and everlasting overflow, the grace of
God which brought them safe to heaven. Be thou pleased with our
imperfect song and worship. Help us to commune with thee face to face
in prayer unabashed, coming boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain
mercy and help in time of need. O Lord, may the whole day, when it shall
have passed, seem to have been but an alabaster box of precious ointment
broken on our heads, whose perfume shall linger long through the week
with us from day to day, until we are taken home to our rest in heaven,
where we will praise thee for evermore. Amen.
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we have of ourselves, or as if God had the thoughts
which other men have of us. However poor we may be,
however feeble in mind, however little of value to
society, however we may have sinned, and done wickedly
and corruptly in deceits and hypocrisies, and in long
continuance therein, whatever may be our facility
toward evil, and our slow and burdensome way toward
goodness, thou art One that canst not hear the first
risings of desire unaffected ; and that which is in us as
the faint trickling of a drop, springs up as the motion of
ocean tides in thee; and thou art ready to take us in the
greatness of thy being and not according to our own
inward strength alone, but according to our power
multiplied and made great by thy power.

May every one venture upon God, not in presump-
tion, but humbly; conscious of weakness and of want,
needing God as the hungry body needs bread and .the
thirsty lips water; may we come to thee as the bread
of life and as the flowing river of our life. 'We beseech
thee that there may be none who shall complain that
they are outcasts, none who shall knock and find no
opening, none who shall reach out empty hands drawn
back as empty. We beseech thee that thou wilt ful-
fill thy promises, according to the measure of thine own
declaration, and do exceeding abundant]y more for us
than we ask or think.

Our life in this sphere is passing ; we are as shadows
which travel as summer winds across the field ; we are
making haste to go up unto thee, O God ; may we every
day find that with each onward step of time there is an
upward step in character; may we find that we are
coming nearer to God, and know that we are becoming
like him; may we feel that we are coming near to'the
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OLOSING PRAYER.

Ovur heavenly Father, we beseech of thee that thou wilt command thy
blessing to rest upon us, and especially upon the truth which we have
contemplated. Most imperfectly do we behold it; we feel borne on this
celestial flood. How feeble is our flight, and how endless beyond the
utmost reach of thought are the outstretched realms yet of thought when

* we attempt to compass thy being; when we attempt to digest thy nature,

and to lay one faculty and one attribute against another and harmonize
thee. O we are as insects that build pyramids. We know not what we do;
we hold the balances in our finite hand to weigh the infinite and the eternal.
But this we know, that Christ died, and that he died from love to man, to
save the world, and that thisis the nature of God revealed in Christ
Grant, we beseech thee, that we>may be fired with ardor of love and
admiration for such a God; grant that, beholding as in a glass the glory
of the Lord, we may be changed into the same image, from glory to glory,
even as by the Spirit of the Lord. Amen.



NEED OF GOD.

Sadbbath Morning.

INVOCATION.

Our Heavenly Father, we are drawn to thee by our wants. Every
day our needs remind us of thee; and thou hast taught us thus to in-
terpret our necessities, and we are called to God with every hour and
at every moment. Be pleased to meet us; be pleased to reveal thyself to
us. And since thou art the light and the life of every one—since thou art
the bread and the meat upon which we live—since thou art all in all—grant
that we may behold thee supplying our necessities. We rejoice that we
again hail the morning, which is the chiefest and best of all the week.
‘We admire the place; we rejoice together. And while our thoughts are
half drawn downward and outward by memories of the past, here we aro
drawn upward again, and are lifted into the presence of our God. Grant,
then, while we shall pursue, for our edification, the cxercises of public
instruction and worship, that we may have thy helping Spirit. May we
understand thy truth, and feel its significance and power. May we
rejoice together, and in the fellowship of song draw near to thee; may
we be able to pray, because thou dost excite the desire and lead the way ;
may all the exercises of our public devotion, and all the joy and worship
of our homes to-day, be divinely blest. We ask it for Christ’s sake. Amen.

BEFORE SERMON.

We rejoice, O Lord our God, that we are made to
need thee. We are not created and dispersed, as are
the ostriches of the desert, that go abroad upon their
desolate errands over the sand from the moment of their
birth ; but we are made to lie in the bosom of thy love,
and to receive our growth of thee. More than little
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dost not wish to judge, unless we press through all thy
mercies and compel thee to accept us only as evil. Thou
wilt not be a judge to us; thy desire is to be a friend to
the friendless : thy longing is to be a father to us. Thou
dost come and beg for companionship, for thy sake and for
ours. We beseech thee that we may rejoice in this, that -
there is an administration possible wherein love may do
its royal work ; and in this power, grandeur, wisdom,
and love of God, we have all our hope and place all our
expectation.

Now, we beseech thee, that this may not lead to pre-
sumption. May we not harden ourselves, and of necessity
be cast out from the favor of divine love, by believing
that thou wilt do all things in spite of our recreancy and
against our contumacy. May we rather be led by the
goodness of God to repentance. May we be ashamed to
treat thee ill because thou treatest us well. May we
be ashamed to sin because thou art willing to forgive.
We would not so treat any earthly friend, and O deliver
us from the ignominy that shall so offend thee or so treat
God. We beseech of thee that we may heartily repent,
day by day, of conscious imperfection and folly; and
wilt thou strengthen us, not according to our wisdom in
what we need; give us, but according to thy wisdom :
for we know how we every day overrule our children,
and think further than they think, and prepare more
than they dream is needful, and do a thousand times
more by the light of our larger life and experience than
they would desire if they should speak their wants ; and
hLow little of all that we do do, they ask. So we beseech of
thee, according to the royalty of thy greatness above
ours, that thou wilt do for us exceeding abundantly, more
than we ask or think.
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the chastisements and the dealings of God are with them.
Bless thou those who may be strangers, and although
they may feel themselves to be strangers, may they
nevertheless have the fellowship and welcome of friends.
Since they are in their Father’s house, why are we not
their brethren? They are of our kindred, and are walk-
ing with us toward our Father’s house. Grant, we
beseech thee, that those that are desolate, those that
have come sick, those that have come hither with heart-
ache, those that have no comforters nor counselors, may
find thee so comforting that this house shall be to them
the sweetest place on earth, and an anticipation of that
blessed world where God shall be their God,and all tears
shall be wiped from all eyes. And to Father, Son, and
Holy Ghost be praise forever. Amen.



GOD'’S GREATNESS MAN'’S SECURITY.

Sabbath Morning.

INVOCATION.

‘WE thank thee, our Father, that we are drawn by thine invisible hand,
and that we are permitted, day by day, to recognize the signal and the
_ invitation to come boldly to the Throne of Grace to obtain nercy and help
in time of need. Grant us this morning with thine invitation thy bless-
ing, even the gift of the Holy Ghost. By thy life inflame ours; and
chiefly give us life in that part which brings us near to thee and near to
heavenly realities. May the world be as the ocean is afar off, the thun- -
ders of whose waves is lost; whose ceaseless agitation is forgot. To us may
there be no sound of trouble, nor remembrance of care, nor distress of any .
kind. Hide us to-day in thy pavilion; and in thy sanctuary so graciously
meet us and so abundantly bless us, that it shall be indeed to us the very
gate of heaven. Wilt thou help us to read thy word to profit ; wilt thou help
us to speak forth from it counsels of truth and wisdom ; wilt thou help us
while we draw reverently near to thee in prayer, and grant that it may
not be an unfamiliar way to our footsteps. Help us to sing together,
rejoicing in the fellowship of common song, and offering up praise to thee.
May the exercises in the sanctuary, in our own homes, or in the privacy
of our hearts, please thee and profit us, for Christ’s sake. Amen.

BEFORE SERMON.

Trou, O God, art exalted and art supreme ; there is
no counselor for thee; there is none that is equal, none
that can dispute thine authority, or wage war against thy
power. Thy very thought is destruction, is annihilation ;
the very movement of thy will is mightier than the
thunders of the air. Thou canst, with the very turn and
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sweep of thy being, brush all created intelligences out,
and they are as dust. Nations before thee are but as the
drop of the bucket, as the light dust of the balance, a
very little thing. Thou sittest on the circle of the earth;
all its inhabitants are but as grasshoppers; and yet,
though thou art by thy greatness so transcendently lifted
above us,—it is by thy greatness that thou art brought
exceedingly near to every one of us. Thy power, wisdom,
and controlling agency are not thee ; they are but as thy
hand. In thysoul is royalty, and grandeur, and divinity
indeed, for they are unwasted, they are unquenched and
endless as the love from which we are born, by which
we were nursed, in which we exist and live. There is
that spirit which goes forth and fills the heaven and fills
the earth, and is as an atmosphere of creation—for thou

_dost enwrap all things that thou makest; and the con-
stancy of thy love and regard are over all thy works;
and in the heights and in the depths, and throughout all
space boundless and infinite, thou art God over all,
blessed forever, and forever loving.

We praise thee; we rejoice in thee. It is not a
trouble to us to be exalted and gathered up into the
greatness of thy being. We love to lose the thought of
our personality and our identity = As children that love
their parents, and are never so near to a blessed perfec-
tion in themselves as when gathered in the arms of fond-
ling love; 80 we are never so strong, so clear in ourselves
and in our own right, so firm, as when we are lost in the
sympathy and glorious goodness of our God. Be pleased
to-day, then, to shine abroad and gather us by thy
shining. As in the morning the sun goes forth and
gathers all the drops of dew that wait his coming, for
their glory and their life to depart, so gather all of our
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themselves in the Judgment-day if they shall go up un-
prepared for it, all the wealth of God’s kindness and
mercy having been perverted to their destruction! We
pray that thou wilt turn them back before it is too late ;
put their feet in the right way, and give them a song of
praise and rejoicing in God. O, how great must be
the theme of gratulation and thanksgiving in some if
they shall ever, through grace, redeem their souls from
destruction! O, if we are to love in the proportion in
which we are forgiven, what wealth of love, what depths
of love do we owe to thee for thy wondrous mercy to us,
mercy untold and that cannot be told, now nor ever.

We pray that thou wilt bless not only us, but all
whom our hearts remember. What pilgrims are our
loves that go forth, North, South, East, and West, royally
gathering in great multitudes! Be pleased to make our
very thoughts the ministers of thy mercy. May those
whom we love find their hearts flowing already as if
some angel sent by our prayer ministered them.

Bless all the congregations that worship thee to-day ; for
although we may mark distinctions, and learn to suspect,
and to hate even and divide ourselves against ourselves
and our brethren, are not all men sinful at the best, and
are not all striving with their faces toward Jerusalem in
the great imperiled flock which thou art leading and
guarding ¢

Be pleased to make the protecting palm of God to be
over our hemisphere; and though there is rage, and
wrath, and resistance, though there are wars and rumors
of wars, agitations and threatenings and tumults, be
pleased, in thine own infinite peace, still to look calmly
on and restrain the wrath of man within the appointed
bounds of thy providence, and by the things which men
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ers after thine own heart ; thou didst rear up in times of
peril men that were leaders and counselors. They are
not all gone from thy mind and power, thou canst yet
raise up men and give them the wisdom the times re-
quire. Give forth men who may understand the coun-
sels of God, and know how to bear them successfully to
the discordant minds of others. Accept our thanks that
the world is not permitted longer to slumber; it is not
pleasant to be awakened, but it is joyful to faith to know
that thou art abroad, that thou art shaking the nations,
that the tremblings of the earth underneath are but the
resoundings of God’s footsteps coming to judgment for
purposes of mercy. Even so, go forward. o
We are glad for Italy, for Europe, for America. We
are glad ever when thou comest, even when thou
comest to us and to the world robed in clouds and
darkness ; no brightness is bright without the presence
- of our God; and no darkness can drive us or be terrible
in any wise that carries God with it; for we wait for thy
law, we wait for the working out of thine immutable
counsels; bring all of thy firm decrees to an end in thine
own appointed way. O Lord God, consummate thy
purposes, and redeem the whole earth ; until that glorious
day of prediction shall come, when all men shall dwell
together in peace and fertile love, when none shall have
occasion to say, “ Know the Lord,” for all shall know
thee, from the least unto the greatest. Hear us and
accept of us for Christ’s sake. Amen.



JOY IN THE GOVERNMENT OF GOD.

Sabbath Morning.

INVOCATION,

O Gob, 8o manifest thyself here every Sabbath, that hither shall come
the poor, the sorrowful, the tempted, the outcast, and the distressed. May
there nover come a wanderer here to be sent away without a portion ; and
may this be a house of mercies, as a token that it is the house of God.
Wilt thou bless us in all our further life, and grant that all the streams of
our varied life may flow heavenward, until at last we come to Mount Zion
before God; and to thy name shall be the praise of our salvation, Father,
Son, and Spirit. Amen.

Taou eternal God ! before the mountains were brought
forth or ever thou hadst formed the earth, even from
everlasting to everlasting, thou art God. Thou dwellest
in the fullness of the praises of heaven. The uncon-
strained hearts of those whom thou dost bless, bless
thee again. Thou dost make all thy creatures happy,-
and art thyself receiving the testimonies of their joy.
We are glad for thy supremacy ; we are glad that our
Supreme God is such an one as thou art. We rejoice
that we were born, since now there is open to us such a

_destiny. 'We have such help of thee, and such hope
through Jesus Christ; we have so glorious a home
toward which we are going, that though there be peril,
and pain, and trials by the way, yet we are glad for the
journey, and anticipate that day when we shall look
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be crowned with religion; may they go forth as the
children of God, rejoicing in their calling; may they be
guided over all experiences of life, of knowledge, of
truth, and of virtue ; may they be guided by thy good
providence and spirit, so that every one of them shall
assuredly take hold of eternal life.

O let the prayers long delayed at last be answered in
behalf of those who have had Christian training, but who
have grown up to forget their training. Bring back the
wanderers from the ends of the earth, and from all hope-
less experiences. Bring back the children of the cove-
nant, consecrated by the faith of parents, and for whom
ten thousand prayers have gone up. O Lord, remember
them. Is it not the time for the release of some of the
captives? Art thou not remembering the sinner
already, and giving liberty to some that are in bondage
to Satan? Even so come, Lord Jesus, for their release
that sit in darkness, and give them light, and lift upon
them the joys of thy salvation.

We beseech thee that thou wilt bless all for whom
we should pray—thy people of every name ; divided in
name, may they be united in affection. May those things
which tend to divisions, to envyings, to jealousies, and
to confusions among thy churches, pass away. May
Justice, love, and purity, stand in the sanctuary. May
all thy people be substantially united by their common
love to Christ, and by love to each other. Fill the
earth with thy glory; fulfill all the blessed predictions
of thy word ; gather in Jew and Gentile; and may the
glory of the Lord fill the earth as the waters fill the
sea; and to thy name shall be the praise, Father, Son,
and Spirit. Amen.
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And now we adore thee, O thou blessed God, thou that
art exalted above all ascription; thou that canst not be
described, nor enough loved or admired; thou that art
in heaven, surrounded by ten thousand times ten thou-
sand now congenial spirits, we, too, though far down, are
in -thy train—we, too, feel this divine impulse, and
though with imperfect thought, and with mixed feelings,
and with impure hearts, yet claim thee God according to
the measure of our power, as they do in heaven accord-
ing to the measure of their power. We rejoice in the
blessedness of their victory, nor do we repine that it is
not given us to be conquerors upon earth. Ours is yet
the warfare; theirs the rest. We yet are in bodies that
require our severest government ; we are attempting to
bring every thought and feeling into subjection to Jesus

"Christ’s law ; we are wrestling with pride that refuses
coercion, and watching selfishness that presses like a
flood. :

O God, we are yet endeavoring to contend against prin-
cipalities, the prince of the power of the air, the spirit
that worketh in the children of disobedience; we are
laboring in every way of life to perfect the spirit of
Clirist in us, and it doth not cost any sadness in us to
think that there are some that have finished this work ;
that they were ours, but now are thine. We are glad for
their victory, nor are we discouraged with the battle
because they have gone first, but rather we are enheart-
ened ; and we are sure that the path that gave them vie-
tory is the path that Christ trod and that we shall tread.
And we take comfort to-night that there seem to come
to us from the very heavens those swect and nourishing
influences which we so much need in life. Parents
speak to us by ten thousand memories; dear friends
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gone from us speak back again, and our yearnings take
hold of those that were our children, but are now thine
angels.

And we are glad for heaven, and for them that are
dwelling therein, and for them that are blessed by thee;
and it is sweet and comforting to us to think, that the
same voices that we taught to speak are now praising
God in heaven in strains unknown to us. Nor are we
envious that our children have outrun their parents, while
we are glad for that rest which remaineth for us. None
shall take our place; there is enough and to spare, and
we go forward in our journey of life knowing that we
are journeying toward sunrise, that the darkness is be- -
hind us, and the light more and more before us. And
we desire to be more faithful and courageous, and endur-
ing unto the end.

Wilt thou minister of thy own good spirit to every
one in thy presence, according to their several necessities.
Thou only canst read the heart; thou knowest far bet-
ter than they know. We know not at all for others, but
thou knowest what they need; and we pray that, when
they ask for things which they want rather than need,
thou wilt press through their unwisdom by thine own
divine wisdom, and give them that which they need.
May thy will be done in them, and may they desire that
it may be done, and desire to have every thought, every
purpose, and every tendency of life baptized in the spirit
of God. '

Forgive us the sins of our past lives. Forgive us that
goodness is so feeble in us, and that selfishness, pride, and
worldliness are so strong; that when we should have
been fruitful under such teachings and influences of
Christ, we are unfruitful. Forgive us every thing that
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tarnishes the brightness that thou dost see in thy be-
loved, and grant, we beseech of thee, that we may have
that peace which God gives to those whose sins are
pardoned. Help us to-night, as we dwell for the hour
together, to read, to sing, to speak, to hear, and to think
to our edification in spiritnal things, and glorify thyself
by our joy, by our worship, by our growth in grace, by
our suffering, by our life, and by our death ; and when
through death we come again to life, we will give the
praise of our salvation to the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Spirit. Amen.



CONFESSION AND PENITENCE.

Sabbath Morning.

INVOCATION.

THOU that commandest light to shine out of darkmess; we thank thee
tLat thou hast brought forth the morning light, and poured it upon this
day of rest, filling it that we might take refreshment this day; and now
grant that we may have not alone that pervading light in-which we stand
bodily, but more that joyful and peaceful light by which thou dost shine
into the soul—thine own Spirit—bringing day to our night, that art bring-
ing warmth to our dullness and deadness. Now we beseech of thee, that
all the accustomed exercises of worship in this house on this day, may
receive from thee divine inspiration, Empower thy word, that it may
carry forth the thought and will of God to our apprehension and belief.
Give force and power, we beseech of thee, to all the efforts which are
made for instruction, conviction, humiliation, and penitence, out of thy
sacred oracles. Willt thou, O God, teach us how to come near to thee,
sorrowing in prayer, and to commune with thee in penitence. And when
our souls begin to discern something of. thy glory, may it be our longing
to offer thee praises, and may we have a fellowship to-day of rejoicing in
song, and may all the exercises of the Sabbath at home be blest, and may
it be a day of refreshment and great peace, which we ask for Christ's
sake. Amen.

BEFORE SERMON.

Our heavenly Father, we come not to make known
our wants as if thou needest that we should inform thee,
but to express our gladness, to utter thanksgiving, to
make confession of sin and supplication—for thou hast
made it pleasant to us and acceptable unto thee that we
should hold communion with thee; and whenever we
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the absolute sinfulness of much of it. Every day we
try thy patience with transgression. We rejoice that
thou art God and not man, or thy love would be weary
of the task which thou hast undertaken; but we do not
desire, because thou art merciful, long suffering, and for-
giving, to trespass upon thy grace, and to sin that grace
may abound.

We desire, by a view of thy goodness to us sinners, to
be made more and more ashamed of our transgressions ;
we desire to turn from them, and with averted face to
abhor them. Help us to resist our easily besetting sins,
our inbred corruptions. Ielp us to take hold of all the
parts of our disposition and affections of our nature which
require remolding ; help us to have them inspired, im-
proved, and pervaded by the love of God. May we not
be discouraged in the way; may we not remember all
the days past in which we have carried our load of sin
and struggled with ill success; let not the shadow of
the past gloom our future; but may we forget the things
that are behind, and press forward toward the mark for
the prize of our high calling in Christ Jesus; for thou
art everliving; and because thou livest, we shall live
also.

O God, thou seest us afar off ; and thou dost run toward
us and cast thine arms about our neck ; and before we can
make our complaint, thou, by thy bounty and love, dost
speak our pardon and receive us again into the house-
hold ; and, behold! we that came to have a servant’s
place, that we'might have bread to eat, wear the son’s
robe and the ring and the sandal, and walk again justi-
fied and dignified in our Father’s house. We thank thee
for this mercy. We lift Jesus up as the brazen serpent

in the midst of the bitten,—O Lord God, may many look
3%
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and live, may many behold thee as their strength, and
may they find thee a present help in time of need.

O thou patient Saviour! O thou teaching and illumi-
nating Spirit! bring us forth into a clearer understand-
ing of what it is to live a life of love and to be like God ;
and if we are attempting to live that life, be thou patient
with us in all our experiments, in our beginnings and
failures, in our discouragements and retrocessions often,
and by thy grace hold us up in our moral weakness until
we are strong to stand. Be a father to us; be a teacher
to us ; nourish and sustain us, till at last we are prepared
to go forth from this scene of school and trial, and take
part and lot in that higher sphere where men shall op-
press men no more; where we shall not be imbruted in
every part of our nature; where we shall behold the
majesty of God and the glory of divine wisdom. And to .
thy nafue shall be the glory and the praise, Father, Son,
and Spirit, forever. Amen.
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thy glory ; made to feel that thou dost sympathize with
us; and in drawing near to thee, we realize that thou
dost draw near to us. In thy great goodness we stand,
and as soon as we attempt to measure ourselves by any
other rule, we come short. If we attempt to measure
ourselves by our conscience, there is neither justice nor
righteousness in us ; and we find ourselves so exceedingly
imperfect, that there is no joy and no result of peace ; but
when we measure ourselves by thy righteousness, when
we reflect that we are children of a God that gives with
grace infinitely, and that without stint—in the midst of
thy boundless compassions, and that it is the glory of thy
nature to do for those that do not deserve—that thou art
a God of grace, a God of love and mercies unspeakable,
then we begin to find some ground for hope, some reason
of confidence to look up, and our hearts are lightened.

We beseech, that we may know how to trust thy
goodness, in such a way as that it shall inspire goodness
in us. May we trust thee in so wise a way that we
ghall feel ourselves being changed into thine image.
Deliver us from the wickedness of making account of thy
goodness, that we may go on to sin; deliver us from the
temptations to such baseness and selfishness. May the
goodness, of God rather lead us to repentance. May it
affect us with like honor and sensibility, and may we
desire above all things to requite thee with that which
thou givest us—confidence and love. And as thou art
the benefactor, may we be obedient to thee ; as thou art
the Father, may we be the loving children. So plant
our life in love, and nourish and perfect us in that spirit,
that when we leave these mortal bodies, we may be made
fit to stand in that realm whose atmosphere and all
whose occupations shall be love,
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with rejoicing, bringing their sheaves with them: and
though the earth is full of violence, and though it be
shaken to its foundation, yet may we be quiet, knowing
that God rules in the army of the heavens, and in the
armies of the earth, and that all things shall work
together for the good of them that love thee. Even so,
Lord Jesus, come quickly. And to thy name shall be the
praise, Father, Son, and Spirit. Amen.



54 BEECHER’S PULPIT DEVOTIONS. .

tarnishes the brightness that thou dost see in thy be-
loved, and grant, we beseech of thee, that we may have
that peace which God gives to' those whose sins are
pardoned. Help us to-night, as we dwell for the hour
together, to read, to sing, to speak, to hear, and to think
to our edification in spiritual things, and glorify thyself
by our joy, by our worship, by our growth in grace, by
our suffering, by our life, and by our death ; and when
through death we come again to life, we will give the
praise of our salvation to the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Spirit. Amen.



CONFESSION AND PENITENCE.

Sabbath Morning.

INVOCATION.

TrHOU that commandest light to shine out of darkness; we thank thee
tLat thou hast brought forth the morning light, and poured it upon this
day of rest, filling it that we might take refreshment this day; and now
grant that we may have not alone that pervading light in-which we stand
bodily, but more that joyful and peaceful light by which thou dost shine
into the soul—thine own Spirit—bringing day to our night, that art bring-
ing warmth to our dullness and deadness. Now we beseech of thee, that
all the accustomed exercises of worship in this house on this day, may
receive from thee divine inspiration, Empower thy word, that it may
carry forth the thought and will of God to our apprehension and belief.
Give force and power, we beseech of thee, to all the efforts which are
made for instruction, conviction, humiliation, and penitence, out of thy
sacred oracles. Wilt thou, O God, teach us how to come near to thee,
sorrowing in prayer, and to commune with thee in penitence. And when
our souls begin to discern something of. thy glory, may it be our longing
to offer thee praises, and may we have a fellowship to-day of rejoicing in
song, and may all the exercises of the Sabbath at home be blest, and may
it be a day of refreshment and great peace, which we ask for Christ's
sake. Amen.

BEFORE SERMON.

Our heavenly Father, we come not to make known
our wants as if thou needest that we should inform thee,
but to express our gladness, to utter thanksgiving, to
make confession of sin and supplication—for thou hast
made it pleasant to us and acceptable unto thee that we
should hold communion with thee; and whenever we
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the absolute sinfulness of much of it. Every day we
try thy patience with transgression. We rejoice that
thou art God and not man, or thy love would be weary
of the task which thou hast undertaken; but we do not
desire, because thou art merciful, long suffering, and for-
giving, to trespass upon thy grace, and to sin that grace
may abound.

We desire, by a view of thy goodness to us sinners, to
be made more and more ashamed of our transgressions ;
we desire to turn from them, and with averted face to
abhor them. Help us to resist our easily besetting sins,
our inbred corruptions. Help us to take hold of all the
parts of our disposition and affections of our nature which
require remolding; help us to have them inspired, im-
proved, and pervaded by the love of God. May we not
be discouraged in the way; may we not remember all
the days past in which we have carried our load of sin
and struggled with ill success; let not the shadow of
the past gloom our future; but may we forget the things
that are behind, and press forward toward the mark for
the prize of our high calling in Christ Jesus; for thon
art everliving; and because thou livest, we shall live
also.

O God, thou seest us afar off ; and thou dost run toward
us and cast thine arms about our neck ; and before we can
make our complaint, thon, by thy bounty and love, dost
speak our pardon and receive us again into the house-
hold; and, behold! we that came to have a servant’s
place, that we-might have bread to eat, wear the son’s
robe and the ring and the sandal, and walk again justi-
fied and dignified in our Father’s house. We thank thee
for this mercy. We lift Jesus up as the brazen serpent

in the midst of the bitten,—O Lord God, may many look
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and live, may many behold thee as their strength, and
may they find thee a present help in time of need.

O thou patient Saviour! O thou teaching and illumi-
nating Spirit! bring us forth into a clearer understand-
ing of what it is to live a life of love and to be like God ;
and if we are attempting to live that life, be thou patient
with us in all our experiments, in our beginnings and
failures, in our discouragements and retrocessions often,
and by thy grace hold us up in our moral weakness until
we are strong to stand. Be a father to us; be a teacher
to us ; nourish and sustain us, till at last we are prepared
to go forth from this scene of school and trial, and take
part and lot in that higher sphere where men shall op-
press men no more; where we shall not be imbruted in
every part of our nature; where we shall behold the
majesty of God and the glory of divine wisdom. And to .
thy name shall be the glory and the praise, Father, Son,
and Spirit, forever. Amen.



ENTIRE CONSECRATION.

Sabbathk Morning.

INVOCATION.

Our Heavenly Father—we are thy children. Although we are weak
and sinful, we are yet thy children, preserved by thy power, cared for by
thy love, redeemed by thy grace. We beseech of thee, this morning, that
thou wilt unveil our face that we may behold thee. Thou art near us
and around about us, but we are dark-minded and do not discern the
traces of our God until thou dost teach us, and then with sensible com-
fort we behold thee where thou wert not to our seeming before. Grant
this morning that we may have this inward resurrection, this effulgence
from thee, that we may behold it. Draw us near to thee by all our affece
tions. May we worship thee; may we trust thee; may we be able to
praise and rejoice before thee. May thy word stand upladen with divine
meaning to us; may all our exercises of prayer and our singing togother
be in the sweet fellowship of a common love and experience. May this
be a day blessed to our souls. We ask it for Christ's sake. Amen.

BEFORE SERMON.

Ovur Heavenly father—thine hand is ever open, and
thy heart is always kind. Thou dost not need our
petitions to persuade thee ; yet thou hast commanded us
to draw near to thee in prayer, and we have found out
the reason in our own experience. It is blessed for us to
ask the thingse which we should receive even without
asking. It 1s blessed to hunger before God, and then to
take the bread as the gift of thy love to our importunities.

We are made better when we are lifted into com-
munion with thee; we are made to feel thy nearness and
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‘We beseech thee, that thou wilt help us in the conflicts
which we wage in this life with things without and with
things within. May we be able daily to bear our bur-
dens, and to carry on our duties and various avocations
in a truly Christian spirit. May we be sanctified by thy
Spirit, and made meet to be the children of light. Grant

“that we may not seek for sanctification apart from duty.

May we look more upon our every-day experiences, as
having a moral meaning and as appointed of God to
minister grace unto us; and whether we eat or drink,
or whatever we do, may we seek in it to glorify thee.
May we be patient, faithful, and truthful, filled with
- honor. May we be clothed with gentleness and with
humility—seek, like thee, to be full of all kindness one
toward another—seek the things which make for peace,
and whereby one may edify another—live as seeing him
who is invisible—and knowing that the beginnings of
eternity are here with us in time.

We pray that thou wilt lift up the faces of those who
look down with sorrow. Send light into their hearts
who sit in darkness, and give cheer and hope to those
that sit in despondency. May those that reason with
themselves, and look inwardly, begin to see how foolish
that is, and look up and behold the glory of Christ.
May they see that in him and not in themselves is their
life and their salvation. Comfort those that are feeble-
minded ; and may those that have backslidden, and yet
would return to the shepherd and bishop of their souls,
find grace in thy sight. May all that mourn for sin find
to-day pardon of God, and may all that long for a present
help in trouble find Christ present and precious. May
all those that desire to enter into covenant again with
their Saviour—a covenant of life, of heart, and of spirit,






ENTIRE CONSECRATION. 83

with rejoicing, bringing their sheaves with them: and
though the earth is full of violence, and though it be
shaken to its foundation, yet may we be quiet, knowing
that God rules in the army of the heavens, and in the
armies of the earth, and that all things shall work
together for the good of them that love thee. Even so,
Lord Jesus, come quickly. And to thy name shall be the
praise, Father, Son, and Spirit. Amen,



CLOSING PRAYER.

ALMIGHTY God, wilt thou bless the word spoken to the edification of
thy people. Quicken our conscience, and lead us again to lay the founda-
tions on which we stand. May we make a solemn review, and know what
our soul-treasures are. May it not be enough for us that we are rich in
worldly matters. May we desire to be rich in manhood, that we may
take hold upon an eternity of joy in thy presence. May we search thy
word to behold and ponder the cautions which thou dost- give us in the
active business of life. May we heed the silent monitions of our own in-
ward nature. And may we seek, by sympathy and prayer, day by day,
the guidance of thy Holy Spirit. And wilt thou direct us in the intricate
channel of life which we ourselves connot pilot. O thou that art wise
without mistake, be pleased to guide us and bring us safely to the haven
of eternal rest. We ask it for Christ's sake. Amen.



COMMUNINGS WITH JESUS.

Sabbath Morning.

INVOCATION.

O Gop, thou art in heaven and we upon the earth; thou art pure, wo
are sinful. Mighty art thou and full of infinite resources; we are crushed
before the moth, and in utter weakness, depend upon thee for life and
breath and all things. We come to the source of our being, to the
fountain of all our good, this morning, making acknowledgment of our
dependence, and supplicating for help. Wilt thou give forth that influence
which shall inspire in us holy thoughts and blessed desires. Take away
those things that shall tempt the imagination, or the reason, or any of our
passions and affections, and may we worship thee to-day in the beauty of
holiness. May thy word glow, and every letter be as a lighted lamp.
May the truths which we shall seek for our instruction to draw from it be
truths like bread for the nourishment of our life. Help us to draw near to
thee in communion of prayer; help us to unite in the fellowship of song,
and may every thing that we do, please thee and profit us, for Christ’s
sako. Amen.

BEFORE SERMON.

‘We thank thee, O Jesus, that thou hast appeared once
" for all and offered an everlasting sacrifice. Now thou art
gone into the temple, not made with hands, eternally
built in heaven, and thou dost appear for us there, before
the throne of God; and art our intercessor and our medi-
ator. Thou dost represent thy people in thyself, and art
forever caring for them. Thine earthly tears and thine
earthly groans but symbolize thy care and the weight
which lies upon thee evermore; for the earth and all
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for thou canst hear the voice of the heart when the lip
is silent. Sanctify their afllictions, and grant that they
may not be overborne by them, but come forth strength-
ened and purified, and made more meet for heaven. Sus-
tain all that find themselves girded with severe duties
and pressures, who at times are discouraged, and sigh
to lay down the burden of duty or even of life itself.
Rebuke impatience, and teach them how, when they can
no longer live by sight, to live by faith. Grant unto
them more and more manliness, courage and strength, to
carry forward the duties that are incumbent upon them.

Teach us how to be gentle one to another; how to
prefer each other in honor; how to seek the things that
belong to others’ welfare and not our own alone. Teach
us to be valiant for the defense of all things right; and
may we know how to carry our rights in the spirit of
love, and to use them for the benefit of others, rather than
for our own selfish assertion. Grant that we may not be
intoxicated either by sympathy or by pleasure, or by
worldly thoughts, feelings, prospects and plans. May we
know how to do thy work in the midst of that which we
call our own. May this whole life be to us a varied
means of grace. Are any sick? Wilt thou be near to
them to-day ; may their sickness be a lesson sent from
thee, teaching them both the frailty of their mortal
bodies and the uncertainty of this life; and may it teach
their hearts to go to the other life. .

‘We pray that thou wilt be near to all whom we love.
Look upon the memories of those present; upon the
heart yearnings of those present ; upon those now whom
our thoughts search out and would name to thee: bless
them abundantly, separated from us as they may be, and
far off in the uttermost places of the earth. We rejoice
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on such a day as this to feel that in Christ Jesus they
are all brought home to us again, and we are one with all
whom we love. Remember all for whom our prayers are
desired—the poor, the outcast, the uneducated child of
neglect, and so of vice and of crime ; remember those in
prisons, and grant we pray that they may not be made
worse by punishment, but rather healed of evil and
led to right ways. Remember the sick and the infirm;
all that are in any way divested of the privileges of life.
O grant that all classes and conditions of men may come
up in remembrance before thee.

Remember all the oppressed places of the earth in their
weakness, and in their destruction. And we beseech thee
that those that are in priestly authority or in civil power,
who employ their high prerogatives to oppress—may
they be converted from the errors of their ways, or may
they be made a mark of God’s signal punishment and
taken away, for the earth doth wait for its salvation.
Thou hast promised that the day should come, and the
highway of the Lord should be cast up, upon which the
ransomed of the Lord shall return and come to Zion
. with songs and everlasting joy upon their heads. Now
therefore we beseech thee, O thou that art to lead this
earth forward through endless circles emancipated and
glorified—the earth that for all its crying, for its groaning
and its sorrows in days past, shall yet chant choral thanks
out of joyful hearts, and with purity before thee round
in all its circuits—O Lord, thou that art to lead forth this
world and give it such joy and voice of song, we beseech
thee that thou wilt make bare thine arm, show thy
presence, and convince thy people that thou art at work,
though hidden under forms of confusion. Though thou
soundeth in revolutions as if it were the voice of en or
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of war, yet may we know how to behold Jehovah upon
the storm, and see thee controlling all the elements of
misrule, and out of evil still educing good. Why is not
the time athand? Havenot the nations drunk the wine
of thy wrath long enough? Is not the day of redemp-
tion and of victory come? We beseech thee, cut short
thy delay and tarry not ; come forth out of thy pavilion,
O thou for whom the ages wait: and when the whole
earth shall have been redeemed, whether we be here or
whether we be with thee in heaven, we will give the
praise of our salvation and of its salvation, to the Father,
the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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all the sweet sights of heaven, and all the choirs of its
joy-making saints, to come before us in solemn vision.
Thou hast held those things, not at every day and hour
to our sight, lest we should forget the duties that belong
to us here, and yet, at times, they have come through
the ear to discouraged hearts. Thou hast revealed to us
invisible things, things unknown to mortal sense, so as to
be more substantial than the things which the senses
could recognize. We thank thee, that now we have
abiding faith in thee, and everlasting companionship.
Nor is this a feeble thought or a poem of the imagina-
tion, though thou hast sanctified our imaginations to
apprehend these things. Blessed be thy name, that thou
hast caused a thought of God, present with his people, to
grow more and more plain and familiar, and more and
more real and glorious to us; and with a ripened under-
standing, with liberty of conscience, and with largeness
of moral being, we have lost nothing of the sense of thy
presence, but gained rather, and we stand confirmed,
rooted and grounded in Christ Jesus, as ever present with
his people. :

We thank thee that thou art making thy divine pity
to appear to men, that one and another are continually
being gathered by the hand of God from out of the midst
of worldly influences. We thank thee this morning that
thou hast permitted so many to stand up in the midst of
their brethren, not to testify how good they are, but how
good God is to their souls—not to testify that they have
attained to saintship, but to bear witness that they, like
ug, have found the sin-sickness of their souls, and have
found also the great physician ; and that they now bear
gratefully his name upon them, and desire to be recog-
nized by their fellow-men as disciples of Christ Jesus in






74 BEECHER’S PULPIT DEVOTIONS.

transcend all power of our conception, we adore thee as
the universal father, the everlasting God, the blessed
rewarder of all those that by faith and patience are
brought home.

We bescech thee, if there are any this morning that
have at all lost the gift of ‘vision, the semse of love,
upon whose hearts no longer are played the melodies
of heaven, O Lord grant that their harps may be strung
again. Lift them up from out of the dust, and bring
them back from.their decline and indifference; blow
away all those chilling winds and those mists that hide
their vision. If there are any of them that have been
called to walk in slippery places, and even have fallen,
have mercy upon them ; may thev be penitent for their
transgressions, and know how, though they bewail their
sin, to have hope in the sparing mercy of Jesus Christ.
And we beseech thee that none may make themselves
castaways because they have stumbled and because they
have done wrong; let none count themselves unworthy
of eternal life ; bring them back, thou Shepherd of the
flock, that goeth out to seek and to save the lost. O do
thine office-work in our midst in behalf of any that are
in peril, for they are thine and bear thy name and have
been loved by thee and borne through many years ; and
now be not weary, we beseech thee, of thy work, nor cast
them forth, though they count themselves unworthy.
Do not forget them as they forget thee.

Are there any in circumstances of trouble and afflic-
tion, that need the sunshine of heaven and the presence
of God to strengthen and comfort them? O be pleased,
according to all thy mercies, according to that great and
wondrous disposition of sympathy and love which thou
hast, be pleased to draw near to such and succor them,
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fidelity of the teaching of their parents. Bless us in the
further work, labor, and joy of the sanctuary; and pre-
pare us for all its sweet and solemn services ; be with us
while we live, and grant that thus we may be with thee
in eternal life, and we will give the praise to Father,
Bom, and Spirit. Amen.
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all the estate of thy glory nor the surrounding of in-
numerable spirits, shall separate us or daunt us for one
single moment ; but we will cast our crown at thy feet
and give to thy adorable name, Father, Son, and Spirit,
the praise of our salvation. Amen.



UNION WITH CHRIST.

Evening Prayer.
AFTRR COMMUNION.

‘We draw near to thee, O our Redeemer, who dost
move in the living way of love—thou who hast made
thyself to be the gate. Thy heart opens even to us, and
through that we walk unabashed before God. We
rejoice we know something now of what is wrapped up
in those words, that name, God; the glory, the joy, the
purity, the depth, the power of love; its power for hap-
piness, for restoration, for life-giving confidence. All
that we need is in thee; all that makes our life flows
~ from thee; in thee we live, and move, and have our

being, and we desire in the full appreciation and con-
fidence of this truth to walk for evermore as the children
of God.

We are not, O Lawgiver, thy slaves; we are no longer
the servants of sin ; we are by adoption Christ’s freemen ;
we are his brethren; we are heirs together with him,
and stand before God even as Christ stands, forever
beloved. And now we beseech thee that this may not
be written in the book, and consulted by reading at
times, but may this be written in the fleshly table of our
heart. Grant that this sense of our connection with the
eternal world, especially of our connection so endearing









OLOSING PRAYER.

Trou Saviour of the world, thou hast occasion to bear even with our
knowledge. Our best things are so imperfect that thou hast to bear with
them. Our very love is frigid, if it be measured by the golden tropic of
heaven. The ripest fruit that hangs upon our bough, spirit-ripened on
earth, is yet acerb, and unfit for the heavenly garden. Thou hast occasion,
O gentle and loving and ever-blessed God, to carry us all as little chil-
dren are carried. We are ignorant, we are weak, we are stumbling all
the time ; and yet we arrogate to ourselves such knowledge that we take
one another by the throat, and cast out men that differ from us. We are
perpetually proving one another and judging one another; and yet, all the
time, wo are depending upon the infinite forbearance and love of God.
Teach us, we beseech of thee, the whole lore of love—of its forbearance
and gentleness, of its kindness and patience, of its charitableness and
richness ; and mako us to he thy dear children; and work out in us thine
attributes; and finally draw us, by that in us which is like thee, to the
opeu arms of Jesus, and to the bosom of our heavenly home, where we
will praise thee, Fatker, Son and Spirit. Amen.



BAPTISMAL SERVICE.

Sabbath Morning.

WE rejoice, our heavenly Father, when we behold the
faces of these dear children—for they are as doors to
Tner, and through them we enter heaven and have
some conception of thy fatherhood. Thou that dwellest
in eternity, that spannest the heavens with thine hand,
and layest the foundations of the earth, that callest all
the stars by name and givest them their appointed
circuit, and sittest serene in the immensity of universal
affairs, art God over all blessed forever; and yet, such
is thy nature that thou art delighted with these little
ones, and art saying, “ Suffer them to come unto me, and
forbid them not.”

In this announcement from the skies we see the
sweetness and the tenderness of thy loving nature to
cheer and to encourage us. Surely thou art to be the
soul’s delight, when, set free from the obstructions of this
mortal life, leaving the shell and the nest behind, we
stretch our wings and fly up unto thee and see thee as
thou art. Not through the interpretation of laws, nor of
nature, nor of man, but as thou art we shall behold thee.
‘We shall joy and rejoice in thee for evermore, and all
the soul shall be happy ; every thought and feeling and
purpose shall be filled and overflowing with thy divine
excellence.. We rejoice that thou hast a home appointed
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for thine own, now dispersed, apparently wind-blown and
storm-beaten up and down through all the ways of life.
Thou art gathering them, thou art sending forth death as
a nurse to collect and bring thy children home through
sleep to thee, and they shall all be housed and stored
where there is no more storm or trouble for evermore.
As when our children are sick, we patiently and eagerly
care for them, so dost thou care for us: “like as a father
pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear
him.” As we make haste to every cry of want, so dost
thou; thine ear is ever open; thou hearest us when we
cry, to relieve and to bless.

‘We rejoice, O God, in thy paternity ; we do not under-
take to explore its bounds nor to know its intimate work-
ings; it is enough for us that thou art disclosed as a
Father, infinite in love, perfect in justice, everlasting and
immutable in truth—holy, just, and good. We trust
thee ; we adore thee in all those inapproachable elements,
in all those attributes which dawn upon our sight, but
run away in their proportions beyond the region of
thought.

In all those things that evermore make thee mighty
and infinite as God, we adore thee; but, rising in the
stature of our minds, as fast as we come to a better
knowledge, as fast as we bring in elements to our own
comprehension, we change adoration into love: and so
we adore thee for the vast and unrivaled extent of grand-
eur which plays upon the imagination and fills the
whole soul with awe and fear and reverence; but all the
disclosures that thou hast made, the words thou hast
spoken, and the puttings forth of thy nature on every
side—these draw us to thee in the sweetest bonds. We
confide in thee; we lean upon thee; we rest our souls in
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strength, it adds thrreto. Give us faith for darkness,
for trouble, for sorrow, for bereavement, for disappoint-
ment; give us a faith that will abide though the earth
-itself should pass away—a faith for living, a faith for
dying.

Grant, we beseech of thee, O Lord God, that when
we shall have passed through these years of uninterpreted
sorrows and cares, and gone through all the instrumen-
talities by which thou art in thy school educating us, and
we have come to the end, the appointed bound, O
grant that then we may not be afraid to venture further;
may we find ourselves mightily lifted up by the Spirit,
borne upward to thy very presence ; and standing in Zion
and before God, may we be satisfied and undisappointed
and unterrified ; may we stand to behold him whom our
souls delight in, and to whom we have feebly cried ; may
we behold thee in thy glory and find ourselves welcomed
there, saved with an everlasting salvation. And to thy
name shall be the praise, Father, Son, and Spirit, ever-
more. Amen,



CLOSING PRAYER.

Our Father, wilt thou bless the word spoken to every one; may it go
with power not human, but divine. Make us willing workers, patient
workers, persevering workers. May we desire to add to every grace the
next, or to each grace in a lower form the next highest form. May we
have such a comprehensive view of how much there is to need our pecu-
liar care, and all the successive stages and evolutions of it, that we might
leave the follies of those that count themselves perfected and of those
that think they have already attained perfection, and that we may apply
ourselves with diligence and patience, and that unto the very end that
Christ may be formed in us the hope of glory. This is thy work. We
do not desire through indolence to rest upon thy sovereignty, yet we
gratefully recognize it as high above our weakness; high above the frost is
thy sun, high above the sky is thy summer; high above our impotence is
thy power, and high above our ignoranco is thy bright, far-seeing wisdom
and goodness, and our hope is in thee. Deliver us, wo beseech of thee, O
Lord our God, thou in whom we have trusted, and deliver us unto the end
that finally we may be saved, which we ask for Christ’s sake. Amen.



GROWTH IN GRACE.

Sabbath Morning.
INVOCATION.

OuR Father! we are thy children, come home this morning to the place
of invitation, the place made sacred by the fulfillment of thy promises ten
thousand times to us. Thou hast made our wants to grow, that thon
mayest have the privilege every day of supplying them, and that we might
be brought into the sweetest connection with thee, by taking, day by day,
our daily bread from thine hand. We come to-day, then, to take what
thou shalt give us; and as thou art our bread and the water of life, the
life, the breath, the all in all, grant us thyself and we are supplied.
Help us to read thy word, to sing thy praises, to commune with thee in
prayer, to speak and to hear from thee. We ask it for Christ’s sake.
Amen.

BEFORE SERMON.

‘We thank thee, that we are again brought to the house
of prayer; and that we are permitted, our Father, to make
known our wants, not because thou needest to be told;
thou knowest before we want what we shall need; and
our own uneasiness, that does not yet even interpret
what the trouble is, is well understood by thee, before
whom the thoughts and the intents of the heart are ever
open. But thou hast made it to be pleasant and to be
profitable to us to ask, and consciously to receive in ask-
ing, the things which we need. Thou hast made us to be
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like thee not only, but to be thy children; and all the
oftices of duty are made to bring us around about thee,
and into personal intercourse with thee; and we rejoice
in thee, every one. We would not pluck our blessings
from thee as men pluck fruit from trees which they never
planted. We desire so to receive our mercies, as that
from every taking, we shall think of thee, and feel
warmth and gratitude to thee; for all the things that do
now attend upon our perverted natures are making us
earthly, and are sending us aside to the Creation instead
of to the Creator.

And we desire evermore to be made so conscious of our
dependence upon thee,and of the endearing and ennobling
relations that there are between us, that we shall be
turned toward thee by the things that are made and
which we use day by day. We have become selfish ; we
have perverted our best powers; we have not given to
ourselves that growth which belongs to our nature. We
have pursued the things in life which thou hast forbid- .
den; we have left neglected and unsearched the things
which thou hast commanded; and thou beholdest us
altogether sinful, and stained in every part.

We need forgiveness; we need divine forbearance; we
need a new creation ; we need to be inspired by the energy
of thy mind, that never faints, and never is weary.
Blessed be thy name that thou art our watch, our guide;
thou art our Captain in the hour of conflict. Thou, who
art in the night the bright and morning star, and in the
day the sun of righteousness ; thou art to us the shadow
of a rock in a weary land—our tower, into which we run
when pursued ; our Saviour, our pavilion, where we can
hide until the storm be overpast. What is there that we
know of grace, or purity, or comfort, or strength in things
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song, in the fellowship of love and worship, or in com-
munings and meditations, by as much as we come near
to thee, may we feel that we are coming near to those
that are dear to us, and so evermore on earth may we.
have premonitions of that blessedness which awaits us in
heaven, where we shall all be united one to another,
because to thee. On earth may it begin, so that disper-
sions and separations shall have no power-to make voids
between us, but unite us by faith in Christ even to
those that are his disciples here upon earth. 'Glorify
thyself in the truth; glorify thyself, we beseech thee, in
this land by the events that are transpiring. Wilt thou
advance the cause of justice and of truth ; may the whole
world receive thy blessing, which hath so long been
delayed ; at last, O grant that the glory of the Lord may
shine over all the world, and the daylight of heaven
come; and to thy name shall be the praise, Father, Son,
and Spirit. Amen.
5



CLOSING PRAYER.

OuR heavenly Father, we bescech of thee that thou wilt follow the word
spoken, by tho IIoly Spirit upon the hearts of men, that the truth may
fall therein as seed into good ground. Incline them to thy ways, that
they may learn those ways. Make them hungry, and then thou wilt be
bread sweet to their taste; make them thirsty, and then they will seize
the water of life. Whaen prostrate by thine hand, console them, that they
may hail the life that brings them forth again. Cast them down wounded,
that they may see that thou art a physician, and that they may accept the
healing service. O teach us, we beseech thee, above all other things
how Christ may bo formed in us the hope of glory. Fulfill thy promises;
come to us, O Jesus; come and speak with us, come and abide with us.
Go not forth with the twilight; go not forth with the morning; dwell
with us; and when at last summoned we come forth out of this taber-
nacle, O leave us not nor forsake us; but may our first consciousness be,
when we awake, that we are in thy likeness; that we are in thy kingdom ;
that we are in thy prescnce, received and saved with an everlasting
salvation; and to thy name shall be the praise, Father, Son, and Spirits
evermore. Amen.
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midst of temptations, in the midst of darkness and igno-
rance, with ten thousand wavering steps, and mistakes
innumerable, yet we desire to follow thee.. Whatever
waves roll over us, whatever streams drive us out of our
path, whatever befalls us, we come again to this one
desire of life; that we may follow after thee, and be con-
formed to thine image, and become thy children indeed,
and have an evidence that we are to have theinheritance
of the saints in glory.

And further we desire, O Lord our God! that thou wilt
strengthen all that is good within us, and teach us how
to put it forth. Help us to restrain whatever is evil, to
bind it for Christ’s sake and by the power of God,
through Christ Jesus given unto us. We pray that God
will grant unto us, that the fountain of all goodness and
divine love may be in us. May we have those secret
beginnings of grace ; may we learn how to chastise sel-
fishness, how to humble pride, how to restrain every
wayward and vicious inclination that offends against the
purity of our souls or the peace of our fellow-men.

And may we not take counsel of the world ; may we
not listen to its suggestions, nor measure what is right by
its customs alone. May we not feel that that is obedi-
ence cnough to thee which fulfills the measure of obedi-
ence required by human laws and usages ; but may we, as -
disciples of Christ, be forever growing to something higher;
to something nobler in justice, truer in veracity, greater
in honor, purer in life than that which is required by
men. And so may our life be above life ; so may our path,
though it be straight and narrow, tend speedily above
all the lower ways of time.

O strengthen us against temptation; against those
temptations that are peculiar to each of us. Thom
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knowest where the adversary most easily forces our
defenses ; be gracious to every one in those respects in
which they need divine help. May those that are cap-
tives be set free; those that are discouraged in their
warfare with ewil, be empowered of God; and may all
of us be steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the
work of the Lord.

We pray that we may be inspired to nobleness of life
in the least things. May we dignify all our daily life.
May we set such a sacredness upon every part of our life,
as means appointed for the glorious ends of our edifica-
tion, that nothing shall be trivial, nothing unimportant,
and nothing dull, in all the daily round of life.

O may we have thy presence so long as we live.
Abandon us not when old age shall come. Whatever
changes may intervene or then may come upon us,
wherever we may be, in sickness, and when weakness
begins to take hold upon the strength of death, O Lord
Jesus, abandon us not in the trying hour, in that grand
passage, and in that beginning of immortality which lies
before us all. May we not only have faith in Christ
Jesus, but the presence of Christ consciously with us.
May we be cheered in our weakness, may all our doubts
as clouds be driven away, and may the bright smiling of
thy face be as a guiding star; and following thee, may we
wake in heaven, at rest and glorified for evermore. And
to thy name shall be the praise, Father, Son, and Spirit.
Amen.



CLOSING PRAYER.

GRANT unto us, our heavenly Father, to live as seeing him who is invisi-
ble. Thus thine ancicnt servants went through incredible labor with
wonderful patience and endurance, and thy servants in every age have -
achieved the mightiest victories, because they saw God where other men
saw but void. Give us to behold thee in the largeness of thy mercy and
goodness. Give our souls the habit of trusting thee, so that when by and
by we need to trust, or we should die, we shall find it easy to anchor in the
bosom of thy love. O Lord God we have no reason to ask these things
in ourselves; we cannot pay thee; we have done nothing why thou
shouldst requite us thus. The reason why we ask is that it is more
blessed to give than to receive. This is thy nature. We ask from thy
generosity ; we ask from thy royalty. O, thou infinitely rich, give us of thy
riches; thou that art infinitely strong, give us of thy strength. Our Father,
nourish us because thou lovest thy children. And so, we beseech of thee
give us every day to walk in tho consciousness of our filial relation to
thee, unto the very end of thislife; and then, when heaven dawns, may we
appear in our true life before thee as thou art, and be satisfled because we
are in thine image. And to thy name shall be the praise of our salvation
Father, Son and Spirit. Amen.



CHRIST OUR NECESSITY AND JOY.

Sabbath Morning.

INVOCATION.

.

TaoU hast opened thy hand, O Lord our God, and the earth doth smile
with the light of thy countenance. Thy hands give forth substantial
blessings, and thy voice reaches even unto our souls; and we are blest in
both. We beseech thee, therefore, that we may recognize this morning
that thou art the source of all our good. May we be glad, in thy presence;
and, coming into thy temple, may we believe that here are peace and joy;
here is love; here communion with God and rest for the weary soul.
Wilt thou, therefore, bless us in the exercises of our assembly. In every
word of instruction which we shall endeavor to speak, in the reading of
thy word, in offering up petitions and prayers, in sacred song together, in
our meditation, in every thing that we shall do, may we have help and
blessing. Go with us to our homes, and may there be Sabbath in the
household as well as in the sanctuary—the rest which thou givest unto
thy people. We ask it for Christ’s sake. Amen.

BEFORE SERMON.

‘Waar are we, O Lord our God, that we should wor-
ship thee? Thou dost not need our praises; thou art
surrounded in heaven by those of nobler stature, and
thou hast, dawning like the morning round about thee,
glorious ones that have kept their first estate; and thou
hast in every part of thy heavenly domain innumerable
spirits of just men made perfect, and there thou thyself
- dost teach the everlasting choir, and joy is their musiec.
They behold thee, not with mortal eyes, nor through the
veil of infirmity and passion, but as thou art; and are
perpetually drawn toward thee, not alone- by the voice
of praise and by sympathies, for thou art making them
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eternal, issue forth out of the gate of promise and hope,
aud appear in Zion and before God.

We pray for the outcast, for those that have given
themselves over to work iniquity—for the children of
vice and crime ; for those that have had no instruction
in better things, unto whom the gate of heaven has been
shut; father and mother both teaching the ways of vice
and crime—O God, have compassion on such. Re-
member those that sit in ignorance; remember all
that are in oppression; all that are in any way the
subjects of injustice and misrule. We pray that the
whole family of man everywhere may come up in remem-
brance before thee. O Lord God, how long, kow long
shall the earth carry its burden? How long shall the
world be without even the knowledge of God ¢ How long
shall darkness and besotted ignorance and sin brood upon
whole continents? How long shall war and oppression,
and rapine and misrule, desolate the earth? When shall
the realm of tears cease? When shall the voice of singing
be heard in all the land? Thou hast promised better
things. O God, send forth thy summer in which this
world shall ripen, and then pluck the fruit, that thou
mayest glorify thyself with it through the ages of
eternity ; and to thy name shall be the praise, Father,
Son, and Spirit. Amen.

LY



CLOSING PRAYER.

Our heavenly Father, we beseech of thee that wo may be impressed
with the grandeur of those truths which are cast out in thy word as free
a8 the air, and which we breathe as unconsciously as we breathe the air, not
knowing what they teach. O grant that we may not be surrounded by
thee, nursed, loved, cared for, and watched, and yet not know thee.
Forbid that we should be surrounded with God, and yet be unconscious
and indifferent. Forgive us our past infidelity; forgive us our atheism.
Thou hast made the world, and we have emptied it of thee. O help us to
bring God back again. Help us to see that thou art still walking in the
garden, not alone at the close of the day, but all through its hours. May
wo fecl that thou dost come into the house; that thou art with us in the
breaking of bread, and dost not vanish any more. May we feel that thou
art every where; and may those who are so dependent that they must
necds lean back their heads, lean them upon thy bosom, since every thing
is to us as the bosom of God, for thou hast made all things. May we
understand how divine truth multiplies itself, how it goes forth in all
directions and surrounds us. May we be made not afraid, but strong and
rejoicing in this all surrounding presence of our God. May we be helped
by his strength, and carried by him in his eternal march. And when at
last we have passed through this sceno of ignorance, disappointment, sin,
and trial, may we cmerge in that clear light of an unbroken day; and
there we will praise the Father, Son, and Iloly Spirit. Amen.



PETITIONING FOR LIGHT.

Sabbath Morning.
INVOOATION.

‘WE thank thee, O Lord, that thou hast already begun to do us gocod,
even in thy sanctuary; and hast lifted up the light of thy countenance
upon us. Now, our Father, we ask that thou wilt fulfill thy purposes.
Breathe that divine and quickening influence upon us under which all our
powers shall rise up and do their office-work. Grant us all needed help
in the reading of thy word, that we may not walk through it as though it
were the grave of truths, but that we may behold them rising in power,
touched of God; and that we may hear them speaking to us. Ielp us to
lift up our voice in prayer, and to have sweet communion with thee; and
help us also to commune with thee in fellowship with each other in sacred
song. May we rejoice thus to mingle our voices one with another, and go
before the throne of a common Father. Bless us in speaking from thy
truth, in meditating upon the word spoken, and in all the exercises of
public worship and of private devotion, this day. We ask it for Christ’s
sake. Amen. )

BEPORE SERMON.

Our Heavenly Father, we come this morning to ask
that thou wilt give us the spirit of little children, that
we may be able to throw off that pride and that vanity
which have grown up under the influences of this world,
and which have not enlightened but blinded us, muking
us think that we were living when we were dend, W
pray that we may Le able to look upon ourselves, not, in
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We thank thee that thou art manifesting thyself a God
of power ; giving resurrection from the old life into the
new, so that thy chunrches are brought to rejoice in
thy goings forth. O Lord, we rejoice in the memory of
past goodness, in thy providential mercies, and in the
belief that thou art not far from us. We hear thy foot-
steps here and there; we learn of the trophies of thy
victorious grace in one and another - instance. and our
souls are glad in thee. Even 8o, make bare thine arm in
the midst of thy people. Go forth, O God, not in judg-
ment, but for salvation ; and may there be many in all
the churches throughout our land that shall be awakened
to righteousness—many that shall be called from dead
works and darkness into the marvelous light and liberty
of the sons of God. Bless the truth that is to be spoken
to-day; strengthen thy servant to perform the duties
that are allotted to him, and may a portion be dis-
tributed to every one, nor fail of its effect, and may this
be a day of blessing among us. We ask these things,
not that we are worthy, but because it pleases thee to
give. We ask them for thine own name’s sake ; to whom,
with the Spirit, shall be praise everlasting. Aumen.



OLOSING PRAYER.

Our Heavenly Father, wilt thou grant a blessing to rest on the word
spoken. We thank thee for the gift of Christ our Saviour; we thank thee
for the declaration of his love. We do not believe because the word of
God has told ns; now we believe because it hath been shed abroad in our
gouls. Thou hast given us the witness of the apostles and holy men of
old; but the witness of thy Spirit is better, and thou hast shed it abroad
in our hearts. We know thy nature of love, having experienced it and
being changed by it. Nor can we forget what comfort we have had; the -
hours of prayer, the hours of sweet communion through thy word with
thee personally—the hours of meditation, of solace, of sickness and of
trouble made bright. Thou that shinest into the storms all the glory of
the heavens, and makest the sun turn darkness into light, thou canst also
change the sources of sadness, sorrow and sickness, into all glorious
things ; and thou dost. We are witnesses for thee. Thou art doing in
our life exceeding abundantly, more than we asked or thought. We
bless thy name that this world is but the earnest of that to come, and if
this is that which is done afar off, O, what shall be the revelation and the
glory of thy love when we are near at hand. Even so, Lord Jesus, come
quickly, and to thy name shall be the praise forever. Amen.



THE JOURNEY OF LIFE.

Sabbath Morning.

INVOCATION.

Be pleased, our Father, to look forth from the fullness of thine own
glory, and communicate to us something of thy life, which thou hast for
thyself and for all thy creatures. Grant that we may know thy presence
by the rising in us of that faith, that hope, and all those affections that go
forth to greet thee. And we ask that thou wilt give us a comprehensive
heart, that the words that we shall read from thy sacred revelation shall
come to us as the messages of God. Grant thatwe may feel the need of
confession and worship, and that we may unite together, and be blessed
in the union of prayer and in the communion of song: and may the word
of instruction be given earnostly and received heedfully, and may all the
worship which we offer, and the instruction which we seek, and the joy
which we desire, and every experience and exercise of the sanctuary and
of the whole Sabbath day be blessed of thee. We ask it for Christ’s sake.

Amen.
BEFORE SERMON.

‘We adore thee, thou that art the source of light—thou
that carriest life to all that are. Thou art greatin
power, unsearchable in wisdom, and infinite in all the
resources of thy being. We can not by searching find
thee out, or understand thee to perfection ; but what we
know inspires in us reverence and love and joy. With
our hearts we prostrate ourselves before thee, glad to
know that we are of thee and going to thee; that our
life is watched ; that thou seest the end from the begin-
ning, and through endless diversities art drawing us
each to our final estate of glory. Thou art the author
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advance of Christ, not in his visible form, but in his
second coming, when he shall appear,and all mankind
shall stand in the restored image of God. Grant, we
pray thee, that all these things may work out this final
consummation, and that the glory of the Lord may fill
the earth, as the waters fill the sea—which mercies we
ask in the name of the ever beloved, to whom, with the
Father and Spirit, shall be praises unceasing. Amen.
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may we find that we pass from glory to glory—from
the veiled and shadowy glory of this sphere, to the un-
veiled and real glory of that eternal sphere. And we
will give the praise of our salvation to the Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit. Amen. -
























OLOSING PRAYER.

Our Father, wilt thou bless the word which we have spoken. Grant
that it may be an incitement to our motives. May we measure the ways
of men, the ways of this nation, and our own ways, not by human opinions,

" but by sympathy with thy revealed truth. We thank thee that thou hast
called so many back from the way in which they were wandering, and
that thou art awakening again the dormant sympathies of man for man.
‘We pray that thou wilt kindle to a glowing flame that which is but a
spark now ; that thou wilt give to all thy churches and to every heart a
glowing love until summer, from out of the midst of thy people, shall
bloom again.

Wilt thou, O God, bless the remaining hours of this day. We walk
with thee; we would walk with thee when thou smitest us, and we would
walk with thee when thou smilest upon us; for, smiling or smiting, it is
in love. We take chastisement because we are sons, and thou art Father.
O grant that we may never need to feel thy hand as Judge. Restrain us
with thy love. Wean us from our sin, and from the love of it, and bring
us back to thine own self. We ask it for Christ's sake. Amen.



PASSING FROM DEATH TO LIFE.

Sabbath Morning.

INVOCATION.

BEOATSE thou hast spared us, because thou hast drawn us hither by the
sweet attraction of thy love, we are before thee in this place, O Lord our
God; and we desire now to remember thy presence. And as they, that turn
their faces to the sum, glow with the light thereof, and shine; so grant
that there may fall upon us the effulgence of God, and that we may stand
thus in the beauty of holiness. Cause thy word to be touched by the
divine power, that out of the deadness of its letter, Christ may come forth;
even as from the death sepulcher, upon this blessed morning, he came into
life. Release us from the bondage and the tyranny of care; release us
from the despotism of fear; release us from all sordid influences. May
we feel our better life rising up to-day within us, and holding communion
with God. May we mingle our voices together in singing in the sweet
fellowship of hymns and psalms; may we chant forth thy praises; may
thy word be spoken unto edification, and may all the services of the sanc-
tuary and the experiences of our homes on this day be for our souls’
beneflt and thy glory. We ask it for Christ’s sake. Amen.

BEFORE SERMON.

We thank thee that we are not left, our heavenly
Father, to find our way unto thee alone; we are borne
up as upon clouds of remembrances. All the past of our
lives, if we but understood its sacred teaching, would be
a revelation of the goodness and the patience of God
toward us. We have walked in blindness, and as men
walk upon the earth that thou hast made, and do not
understand it, and behold all the fair things which thou
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Josus, and there may our cares fly, and all our troubles
be hushed, and our soul find its rest.

Bless all that worship to-day in other congregations ;
strengthen thy dear servants to preach the truth as it is
in Jesus. Restrain all temptations that beset thy church ;
give victory to thy people in all the struggles that they
maintain in the name of Jesus. Grant that the whole
carth may speedily see thy salvation ; and may the glory
of the Lord shine as the sun traveling in the greatness
of his strength. May we depart speaking a better speech
of Christ, and when these seats are no longer filled with
our forms, may our children and their children rise up
and take our places and carry forward thy work; and
when all our worldly experiences end, and our history
closes here, may it open with grace and glory in heaven,
there to go on unto perfection; and to thy name shall be
the praise, Father, Son and, Spirit. Amen.



STRENGTH IN GOD.

Sadbath Morning.

INVOCATION.

OUR Father—Grant us that blessing, without which we shall remain in
darkness, as those that are blind. Quicken us, that we may discern
thee. Move our affections, that leaving mere earthly influences, they
may begin to lift themselves up this morning to seek thee, and fasten
devotedly upon thee. Bless the reading of thy word, and may it be as
the bread of God handed down to our want. Bless the union of prayer,
and may we have our petitions suggested by thy Spirit, that they may
be granted. Bless us in giving thanks, especially in songs of thanks-
giving and praise; and in our endeavors for instruction from thy word
may we have thy guidance; may the exercises of the sanctuary, and of
our several homes this day be divinely accepted and blest. We ask it for
Christ's sake. Amen.

BEFORE SBERMON.

TroU art a very present help in time of trouble, O
thou that art the salvation of the earth and the Saviour
of men. Therefore will we put our trust in thee. We
lean upon other things which thou hast appointed, but
their strength is of God ; and thou art beneath every
thing, and dost lift up every thing that is able to stand
with thine own strength ; and thou givest thy people
faith’ to discern that all strength is of God, so that we
are enabled to feel that thou art in every thing, and that
all the attributes and uses of human life and of nature
itself are of God. We rejoice that the savor of thine

own self is in all the earth, and rejoice that we by faith
.












DEPENDENCE.

AN EVENING PRAYER.

We thank thee, our Father, that thou hast not cast us
forth from heaven in thy wrath; we are not born into
this world as though we had fallen headlong ; thou hast
sent us hither that thou mightest bring us back again in
the day of thy glory with joy and everlasting triumph.
Nor wilt thou suffer us to be overborne nor tempted
beyond that which we are able to bear. Thou wilt open
a door of escape; thou wilt lead us forth out of our sin
and out of our transgression ; thou wilt heal the love of
sin in us; thou wilt by thine own blessed spirit work in
us mightily to will and to do of the things which are
pleasing to thee. We thank thee for this assurance of
thy providence ; for this certainty of thy grace; for this
wonder and wealth of thy love; for this thoughtfulness .
in our behalf. ITow great is the sum of thy thoughts of
us! How precious when they come to our realization;
that thou dost think of us, and think to love, and love
to succor and redeem. We cannot reach the height and
the glory of this, but we receive it gladly. This is the
succor which we need.

Much as we can do in this life, and are made to do
for ourselves ; much as we can help one another, thou,
O God, art yet needful for us. We need thee, that we















CLOSING PRAYER.

Our Father, wilt thou add thy blessing to the word spoken. Grant
that it may do good to us all. May it encourage us to undertake a release
from evil. May it encourage us to undertake the assailing of habits long
formed. May we not be discouraged because the labor of the way before
us is 8o great, or because of past failures. And grant, O Lord God, that
we may look up at the infiniteness of thy patience. Thou art long-suf-
fering, thou art wonderful, and full of graciousness; and we pray that
we may take heart, not from what we can do, but from that great sum-
mer which shines and distills the divine influence upon us perpetually.
Grant, O thou divine Light and Warmth, thou Sun of righteousness, that
thy beams may shine with cheer and nutriment upon all that are here
present to-day. May there be many that shall be called by the goodness
of God to repentance. May there be many who have been secking thee,
that shall girt their loins with fresb alacrity. May there be many who
are discouraged in the way and are lagging that shall be gathered up, and
that shall begin to work again with new zeal. Revive thy work in our
hearts, and in all the churches throughout the land. We ask it for the
Redeemer’s sake. Amen.
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thither, and thou wilt yet present us before the throne
of thy Father, spotless, without any blemish, or wrinkle,
or any such thing.

And now we bless thy name, we laud and magnify
thee ; thou art the high and the holy God, thou art of
purer eyes than to behold iniquity, but blessed be thy
name thou hadst rather heal than punish us. We bless
and praise thy goodness, thy benignity, thy patience, thy
lenity, thy justice, and thy sparing mercy, which have
made our lives rich and our hearts so hopeful. Bless, we
beseech thee, all in thy presence. Thou knowest what
are the thoughts and meditations of them that come forth
before thee; thou knowest what ones of them are good.
Meet every heart, not according to its petition, which is
of ignorance, but according to thy glorious knowledge.
Think for us better than we can think for ourselves ; feel
for us more truly and worthily than we know how to feel
for ourselves, and then do exceeding abundantly more
for us than we can ask or think.

Bless those that are not gathered with us. If any are

absent from home, spare their lives, prosper them in law- . -

ful errands, and bring them back to their own house and
to their sanctuary again. Bless any that have been
abroad and come again with thanksgivings, praising, and
blessing God for sparing mercy. Are any sick? JBut
what 18 sickness but God’s medicine, and then best when
¢ 48 mortal ! 'We bescech thee that thou wilt cheer and
comfort any that are languishing ; give them visions of
the far-coming land, and may all of us count ourselves
strangers in this world,.then only at home when we rest
with God. Help those that bear burdens, to be patient
and to be strong under their burdens. Help those that
are grieved and wounded of heart, to look up unto him,
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whose hands and side were pierced for them, and learn
of him.

Grant to every one, we entreat, the mercies they need for
deliverance, and the mercies that they need for riches in
Christ; and when we shall have passed through the
scenes of this mortal life and draw near to the celestial
gate, may it stand open ready for us, and may we see a
choral host waiting to give us an abundant entrance into
heaven. May none of us or of ours knock at the celes-
tial gate and hear from thee the fatal words, “I never
knew you, depart from me ye that work iniquity ;” but
may we stand ransomed, purified, and saved in thy
presence, and we will give to the Father, the Son, and
the Holy Spirit the praise of our salvation forever and
for evermore. Amen.
























CLOSING PRAYER.

Our Father, wilt thou bless the word of truth spoken; let it not leave
us barren and profitless ; may it do us good in the inward man; conse-
crate the fountain of feeling, and educate the thoughts, motives, and feel-
ings. Deliver us, we beseech thee, from arroganceand all uncharitableness;
make us temperate and unfeignedly kind and forbearing to all men, only
exacting and unrelenting toward ourselves. Bless those that are in
darkness; bless those that are mistaken, and committing through their
own sins and mistakes great iniquities. Turn them back from their folly
and give them that illumination which thou hast been pleased to pour
down round about us. We beseéch thee that thou wilt grant to this city,
to the great city, and to this nation, the power of the Holy Ghost. Season
men’s thoughts with divine grace, and overrule their counsels; may
wicked men find themselves shorn of influence, and may wise men be
called of God to lead forth this people in the ways of righteousness. We
ask that thou wilt exercise the pleritude of that sovereignty which is
with thee in all the world. O, grant that nations may be reformed, and
that they may become civilized and exalted; and that Christ may see
of the travail of his soul and be satisfied; and to thy name shall be the
praise, Father, Son, and Spirit. Amen.





















SECURITY IN CHRIST.

Sabbath Morning.

INVOOATION.

Ovur heavenly Father, we are moved from our hearts to draw near to
thee this morning, and we come to a place whose every thought suggests
thy past mercy; and we are clothed and armed with recollections of thy
grace and bounty—so that we may come boldly and hopefully again. We
need, what always we have needed, the inspiration of thy Spirit, the help
which thou givest to us and to all.who need help in spiritual things.
May thy truth, therefore, be a truth to-day, generous to us as God him-
self; may all the exercises of worship, whether of prayer or of devout
meditation, or of sacred song, be inspired of thee and welcomed to thee.
Grant, we pray thee, that every thing which we shall do for instruction,
may be guarded from error and quickened to truth, and way it be pleasant
" to us to meet each other in the sacred precincts of thy temple. May we
find our affections purified and our whole souls refreshed by being this
morning with God, which mercies we ask in the name of Christ our
Redeemer. Amen.

BEFORE SERMON.

Wz adore thee, our God, and worship before thee.
Our hearts acclaim thee God ; sovereign not alone in
heaven and over the earth, but over us, by our wish.
We rejoice that thou art supreme, and that there is a
law to which every one of us must give obedience,
framed in perfect wisdom and maintained in perfect
goodness. And now, we would walk thereon safely as
upon a highway cast up ; a way upon which the ransomed
of the Lord shall walk. And when by wickedness or by












SUCCESSIVE GENERATIONS OF BELIEVERS.
Sabbath Morning.

INVOCATION.

‘We thank thee, thou that art risen from the dead, and ascended to life
evermore, and giving life to all thine own, that we have received life of
thee. That light which thou hast granted us through nature is thy gift;
but that other and nobler knowledge and life which comes by thy grace,
transcends all gifts of nature and of Providence. And for that life of the
soul we render thee, this morning, thanksgiving and praise. Thus born
of God, may we worship thee, who art a spirit, in spirit and in truth.
And as we are speaking and hearing thy word, and engaged in the songs of
Zion, give us a spirit of prayer, and may all the sacrificos we shall offer
ascend acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, our strength and our Redeemer
Amen. ’

- BEFORE SERMON.

Om God, thou hast illumined the morning. While
yet it is dark, it is light. We rejoice in the potency of
that word by which thou dost bring forth into com-
munion and power the holy thoughts and triumphant
experiences of so many souls. We are witnesses of thy
resurrection power. We are witnesses that that spirit
which gave life once, is giving life still and abundantly
and universally. How many hast thou already set free!
We go back in thought from age to age, and trace the
course of thy struggling church, for which we give
thee devout thanks. We go back to the days of its
beginnings and feebleness, and we find thee there,
rescuing from fear, from sorrow, from trouble, and from
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and dashed to and fro, we often lose, bencath the-sub-
merging waves that roll over us, the sight, yet we do not
lose faith. Thou art still our captain. Thou art our
leader—our triumphant Saviour. Thy death hath set-
tled our life. 'We shall live because thou dost; or
because thon hadst power in dying to destroy death, and
didst trample it under thy feet. Thou didst work
wondrously, and thou wert victor. Thou didst come
forth, and rejoice all heaven in the anticipation of those
victories which were wrought by thee in suffering, and
dying, and rising again, and ever living.

Now this is our faith and our hope: Jesusisrisen; and
is our Saviour—our personal Saviour. e loves us more
than we'love ourselves. IIe understands usbetter than a
mother understands the babe that she nourishes. IIe
knows all our ailments. Ie knows our sins, our easily
besetting sins. He knows every temptation, and every
suggestion of the devil. And he hasshielded us. About
us thou art throwing thine arm of protection. Thou art
surrounding thy pcople with holy influences. Thou wilt
never leave them nor forsake them. They shall be vic-
torious. So long as that voice sounds from the heavens,
“ Because I live ye shall live also,” so long we have presage
and assurance of final victory. We take up our cross and
follow thee. What is the cross since thou left it? No
longer a burden, but more a staff and a stay to us. No
longer is there death in it, but life eternal. No longer
wounding, and shame, and disgrace, but honor, and in-
fluence, and glory, and immortality. We take it up and
we follow thee. We mourn that it is so slowly that we
follow thee; but we rejoice that we follow thee still.
And the victory—we hail it ; we wait forit. ’Tis better
to depart and be with Christ than to live. No matter
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advancing and coming into the shade and shadow of
their days. May all feel thy presence, and every one
have ministered fo him, this day, according to his neces-
sity, some portion from the table of thy royalty.

And grant thy blessing to rest upon the churches, and
upon thy cause in all this land, and around the world.
Fulfill those promises that seem so long to have lingered,
and bring in Jew and Gentile, and fill the earth with
thy glory. And to the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit, shall be praises everlasting. Amen.



CLOSING PRAYER.

BLESSED Saviour, wilt thou grant by the Holy Ghost that the truth may
bo applied, which has been spoken to-day, to every conscience, and to
every understanding, and to every heart. It is thine own work and thine
own truth, and thine own souls are these. We beseech of thee, O Lord
Jesus, that we may not think that we desire their salvation more than
thou dost—for all the desires that struggle in us, and seem overbearing
at times are but drops which have fallen from thy great heart; and we
do not plead for them as those that feel more than thou dost, but we
plead for them because thou hast permitted us to utter our desires in
the form of intercessory prayer. We rejoice that we may, and we beseech
of thee that thou wilt hear our cry, and answer and show mercy and for-
giveness, for thine own name’s sake. Amen.
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ignorant, and with all those that are oppressed by
avarice and position. Be with all those that are suffer-
ing from the bondage of civil laws and dynasties and
governments ; and we beseech of thee that this race of
man, that for so long a time has groaned and travailed
in pain, may at length emerge and go forth into the joy,
light, and liberty of the children of God ; and the earth
see thy salvation. And to thy name shall be the praise,
Father, Son, and Spirit. Amen.



CLOSING PRAYER.

‘Wit thou follow with thy blessing the word spoken, our heavenly
Father. May it be a word in time; may it be a word of excitement, a
word of relief. Grant, we beseech thee, that divine power may rest upon
every heart and conscience, by which they shall be set free from fear,
and deliver us all from bondage. May we love men, but not fear them;
may we have that sovereign fear of God that shall set ns free of all other
- lower fears, and so bound to thee may we be able to go in perfect har-
mony with heaven, though surrounded by all the defects of earth and
time; and may we have that contentment which they well may have who
have the Spirit of God with them, who have the testimony of their own
conscience that, with sincerity, diligence, and singleness of purposs, they
are seeking to fulfill the law of God. Wilt thou bless us as we go from
this place of worship; go with us to our homes; deliver us from all
thoughts that are inappropriate to the rest and joy of this day, and at
last bring us to thy kingdom in heaven, which we ask, for the Redeemer’s
sake. Amen,












204 BEECHER’S PULPIT DEVOTIONS.

there be a sense of what is coming ; may they have fore-
tastes and sweet-wafted influences that shall cheer them
and comfort them.

Glorify thyself in the lives of all thy people; make
them more and more holy that they may be a
‘blessing to men. Deliver them from vanity and -osten-
tation, from spiritnal pride, and from all things that are
offensive and untrue before God or men. Make them
full of all kindness and gentleness ; may thy people love
one another, and so with a spirit of unfeigned love bring
on that final day of glory, when all thy church on earth
shall be one, when there shall be no more divisions,
where the heart shall be united and sanctified by the
Spirit of God. Wilt thou hear us in our petitions, and
answer us for Christ’s sake. Amen.



TRIUMPHS OVER SIN AND DEATH.

Sabbath Morning.
INVOCATION.

OuRr heavenly Father, thou hast invited us by all the words of persua-
sion that stand from age to age unexhausted in thy word; and thou art
inviting us by our own wants recurring every day, and by all the smiling
prospects of this morning in which thou hast sent forth the sun to repre-
sent thee, the Sun of Righteousness risen with healing in thy beams.
And we draw near to thee, made welcome by thy Spirit to rejoice in thy
presence, to receive from thee those gifts which every hour we need.
And now we pray, since thou hast opened the doors of thy temple and
made us welcome here, that thou wilt grant us the evidence of thy favor
in the emlivening of all our gracious affections. May we find that our
feclings and thoughts and imaginations are lifting themselves up to greet
theo, and bearing witness that thy Spirit is here. Sanctify to our use thy
word. Bless us in the holy communion of prayer; bless us in singing
the sacred song; bless us in our meditation and speaking and listening;
bless us here and at our several homes, and may the whole day be a day
of advancement heavenward. We ask it for Christ's sake. Amen.

BEFORE SERMON.

Trou dwellest in light and glory, O our Father; we
dwell in darkness; our light has not yet come, and
although thou hast sent some beams to gunide us, we
walk in the twilight yet, and wait for the rising sun of
our salvation. Thou art surrounded by the whole estate
of the blessed. What are their joys, we know not; what
are their glories and dignities, doth not yet appear. We
know that we shall never reach the circuit of heaven by
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dawn into the kingdom of God's glory, and into the com-
munion of the invisible world, and into the life that
stands upon these eternal and invisible things; and thou
art also consummating thy work. We behold on every
side those who are growing in grace and in the know-
ledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, and who are
becoming more lovely, in that they are showing to us
more and more what Christ is, by their sweet self-denial
that glows with all the glories of piety and blessedness,
and teaches us how joyful it is to deny ourselves in love
for others. By their patience, by their meekness, by their
love, by all the things that they do like their Master,
they are teaching us of him. And we thank thee that
there are so many of them, and that thou hast planted
them in so many families.

We thank thee that thou hast appointed the Gospel to
be preached in so many ways besides the exposition of
the letter. We rejoice that thou hast living epistles
borne about in every part of human life, and everywhere
declaring the truths of God. We rejoice that even the
root is so fragrant and sweet, growing upon the earth
and blossoming only in heaven ; we rejoice that the very
beginnings of gracious affections and true Christian
character here are so noble and so satisfying. .

And now, O Lord, we beseech of thee, that thou wilt
make every one of us put before us the glory of Christ
Jesus. May we look upon him as our model; may we
take him as our Saviour; may we rest in him and receive
the power of God through our faith. We beseech of
thee that every one of us may look for the coming of
that glorious day of deliverance from sin, and perfection
in holiness. May we live, not only as seeing him who is
invisible, but may the world of glory never be below our












WE EKNOW NOT WHAT WE SHALL BE.

Sabbath Morning.
INVOCATION.

‘We thank thee for more mercies than we can number, for thou, O God,
art a Father, and we know that we are thy children, because on every
gide we have the tokens of thy love, thy patience, thy care and faithful-
ness. And we desire to recognize thee more perfectly in thy gifts; and
since we are weak and thou art strong, since we are poorand thou art rich in
all exeellenee, since we are feeble and undiscerning and thou art clear and
penetmtmg afar off, knowing the end from the beginning, we come to thee,
that we may receive something of thy fullness, for the promise is that
thou wilt give liberally wisdom and all good gifts to them that ask; and
we believe the promise, and we come with unfaltering faith asking thee to
do that for us which we need. Prepare us for the reading of thy word;
prepare us to take from it all the fullness and sweetness of its meaning;
prepare us to speak it; and to enlarge and apply its truths to our actual
want ; prepare us to accept it. Grant us nearness of approach to thee in
prayer; may we take hold, not of the hem of thy garment but of thine
outstretched hand ; yea, peradventure, there be some that thou wilt take to
thy very bosom like the favored disciple, that they may rest their head
there. Prepare us to sing thy praises. We rejoice before thee ; we thank
thee that we can sing and praise thee together in the sweet fellowship of
mutual love and of love to God. Help us to approach thee in prayer;
make the way easy, and inspire us with right thoughts and right words;
and so may thy bountiful blessing rest upon the exercises of the sanctuary,
and follow down hence through all the hours of the day wherever they
may be spent. We ask it for Christ’s sake. Amen,

BEFORE SERMON,
Trou hast lifted up the light upon the earth and
caused the day to know the time of its going forth. W2
thank thee that thov hast also lifted the clear light of the
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a8 extinguishing sorrow. But now life and immortality
are brought to light ; now, this whole life is but the gray
morning, and not the day itself.

Here it doth not even appear what we shall be. Here
we know not our own leaves, nor bhlossoms, nor fruit.
This is not onr soil ; for, as the things that are sown in the
winter, to be transplanted when the summer shall come,
do not know their own home, nor recognize what they
shull be, confined and shut in; so, we are but being
brought forward, to be turned out into full soil and branch-
ing room when thou shalt give us planting in heaven.
Now, though we take the wings of the morning and fly
to the uttermost parts of the earth—jyea, though we wing
ourselves with faith and imagination, and, touched of
God with sacred inspiration, go like flames upward, and
think into heaven itself, it doth not yet appear: yea
though we take the sweetest assurances of affection and
augment them by the power of our imagination, and sur-
round ourselves with the returning virtues of all whom
we loved, with the glorified friendship of those whomn
our hearts have touched in life, though we kindle on the
altar of our heart by imagination all high and generous
purposes, it doth not yet appear what we shall be.

We know not our.glorified faculties; we know not
what this sense of right, this conscience that gropes
so darkly on earth, and punishes more than it gives
reward, what it shall mean when thou shalt give liberty
and sweet fruition and comfort of good. We know
not, when the tide of God’s nature shall roll divine
beneficence through our faltering feeling of benevolence,
what shall that life be then. 'We know not, when all our
tastes are quickened; when all that is in our worship
and rcjoicing therein shall have been purified and lifted
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and knowledge, the light of virtue and true civilization,
in Christianity; when all around the earth among the
many-tongued people of this globe, there shall be but one
thought of peace, of gladness, of purity, of justice,of love
toward God and toward men, and the word of the Lord
fulfilled, that was uttered ages ago and is yet unfulfilled,
and the glory of the Lord fill the earth as the waters fill
the sea; and to thy name shall be the praise, now and
evermore. Amen.
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even in dying; and out of death we shall come forth
more alive than ever before.

And now, we beseech thee, O Lord, that thou wilt bless
not us alone. Remember all for whom we should pray.
Remember the friends of our youth, our earthly instruct-
ors; remember our parents, our brothers, our sisters, all
the dear friends that we have on earth; and grant that they
_ may participate in the exceeding abundance and grace
of the blessings of our God. We thank thee that thou
hast sanctified our hearts, 8o that we can live with the
thought of immortality in every throb. We beseech
thee, bless usin the Sabbaths that yet remain ; may every
one of them be days of transfiguration, unobscured days
‘that ‘we shall behold the eternal city, until at last the
sabbath of rest shall dawn that knows no sun-rising nor
sun-setting, the light of which shall be our God ; and we
will give the praise of our salvation in that eternal rest
to the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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have occasion for thanksgiving even in their sick-chamber
and in their hours of seclusion.

Be with those that belong to uswho are far away.
Wherever they may be to-day, may it be a Sabbath—
God’s rest in their souls. If there be any present that
are strangers among strangers, cause all heart-sickness
and home-sickness to fly away quickly as they are in the
presence of God, of Christ Jesus, and their brethren.
May the joy of thy house banish all sad thoughts, and
here may they renew their strength; here may they
taste the bread of life ; here may they renew their cove-
nant, and here may they see that this is a gate of heaven.
Be with us in the things we ask for, and wilt thou do
for us all that we need. And thine shall be the praise,
Father, Son, and Spirit. Amen.

































244 BEECHER’S PULPIT DEVOTIONS,

by silence or by sound, by invisible things or by the
powers that appear, in all ways at home and abroad, and
round and round the world. O God, advance thy cause;
remember thy family, the family of mankind, bring us all
into one blood-beat again; may we feel heart to heart
the world around, and in the same electric connection of
love may the whole world experience at last the consola-
tion of thy redemptive power, and stand disenthralled
and united before God, a blessed brotherhood, baptized
into purity, and then at last make those break forth
accordant with heaven and responsive to its choral utter-
ances, a voice of joy the world around, giving the praise
for its salvation to the Father, the Son, and the Spirit.
Amen.
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may not shrink any longer; grant, we beseech thee, that
in this great day of conflict, when thou thyself hast
swept the circuit, and commanded thy servants to do
battle before heaven and earth, grant that the cause of
righteousness may be lifted up, and inspired with all the
heroism of God, and may evil be smitten down and
pierced through and destroyed, and God be honored,
and justice re-established, and purity in the place of
corruption stand forth, and all nations see the beginning
of the salvation of God in the midst of this people. We
ask these things, not because we ares worthy, but we
know thee, thy greatness, thy magnanimity, and we ask
them for thine own name’s sake ; and to the Father, the
Son, and the Spirit, shall be praise evermore. Amen.
11*
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one thou raisest up another to take his place. And thy
work shall not stop. Thou, O God, art not shaken by
storms as we are. Clouds do not overshadow thee as
they do ns. Go on, then, and fulfill thy purposes, bring-
ing forward one generation, and removing another,
according to thine own sovereign will, thou that art
King of kings, and Lord of lords. And at last bring us
with exceeding joy, through the infinite mercy and love
of Jesus Christ, cleansed and made meet for the heavenly
society to thyself, that we may walk with the ransomed,
and take part in that praise with which we will surround .
thy throne, giving to the Father, the Son, and the Spirit,
praise for evermore. Amen.



COLOSING PRAYER.

Our Father, wﬁt thou bless us in this word of truth. We beseech of
thee that thou wilt make the power of it to be more and more felt through-
out this congregation, throughout the whole land, and throughout the
world. May we not be led astray by any device of the human under-
standing; may we not, by the subtilties of intellect, be left to put our
trust and faith in the things that men have. Reveal thyself to us so that
our life shall be love. Reveal thy spirit in us so that our life to each
other shall be love. May we love our enemies; may we quench them by
our love ; may we love one another ; may love abound more and more; may
it be the blessed gift of God to every denomination, and O may we awaken
to see the fulfillment of the long unanswered prayer, and may Christ see
of the travail of his soul and be satisficd. We ask it for Christ's sake
Amen.
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call upon thy name ; upon all those there that are in
ignorance, struggling in their distress upward, and seek-
ing a place to stand on as men. And grant that all the
nations of the continent, and all the nations of the world,
may begin to march, hearing the sound of thy trumpet
and warning. And, turning their faces toward the
bright light of truth, may they begin to come forward,
until the whole earth shall be in procession, and God
shall be their leader. -

Hear us in these our petitions, and answer us for
Christ’s sake. Amen.
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stir us up ; and, if need be, chastise us again and again,
until by our suffering we shall come into sympathy with
those that suffer. Then may our righteousness be as the
morning light. Then let the choral testimony of the
multitudes of this land be heard rolling as the anthem of
salvation all around the world. Then may they that sit
in darkness, wondering that the sun hath risen in the
west, rise up. Then may the nations that are oppressing
‘their common people be overthrown in their dynasties, .
and the rights of men be established everywhere. Then
may there speedily be heard that glorious song, that shall
fill all the heavens above, announcing that the cause of
the nations in this world has become the cause of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, and that he shall reign
on the earth. And the praise shall be given to the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.



MOURNING BECAUSE OF WAR.

Sabbath Morning, Jan. 24, 1864,
INVOOATION,

Trou Eternal God, out of the infinite fullness of thy love breathe forth
the supply of life for us; for in thee we live, and move, and have our
being. With gratitude for the past, and believing that thou art more
pleased to give than wo are to receive, we come imploring a continuance
of thy mercies. Give us the illumination of thy Spirit, that we may read thy
word with understanding hearts, and that we may join in sacred ascrip-
tions of praise by prayer and by singing. Grant unto us the moving
power of thought, that we may know what are the things of truth, and
that we may ponder them for our good. And may all the services of the
sanctuary give evidence of thy presence, and bless us. We ask it for
Christ's sake. Amen

BEFORE SERMON.

Uxro thee, O God, shall all flesh come. For the whole
world hath sighed for thee. This creation, that hath
groaned and travailed in pain until now, not knowing
what it needed, needs thee. For in thy bosom only is
consolation for all that are afflicted; is strength for all
that are weak ; is healing for all that are sick ; is forgive-
ness for all that are sinful. Thou, O wonderful God,
hidden from our outward sight, sittest in the center of
creation, reaching forth the arms of love and of succor,
to nourish, to nurse, to create, to sustain; to annihilate
and utterly sweep away evil. Unapproachable and in-

comprehensible, thou hearest the cries of thy creatures ;
12%
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parents, and the prayers offered at their dedication, and
the frequent supplications offered in their behalt. For
these parents’ sake, as well as for thine own sake, succor
their imperiled ones. And if there are any that have
come hither from Christian families in distant places,
who have felt in our midst that they were strangers in a
strange land, may they feel to-day that God has called
them here for a blessing; may they put their trust in
their fathers’ God ; may they resist the devil that he may
flee from them; and may they be girded with strength
to do the right to the uttermost, and to shun that which
is wrong.

Revive thy work in our hearts ; make us more diligent
and faithful in every place in life; and guide us through
the experiences of this world. And when our course is
finished here, take us to our own home, where our apart-
ments wait for us, where our names are written, where
we ave longed for. And to thy name shall be the praise,
Fataer, Son and Spirit, cvermore. Amen.



OLOSING PRAYER.

Our Father, wilt thou bless the word spoken. May it be a word like
seed that shall come up more than it has sown, and may we search and
ponder whether these things be so. 'We commend to thee our own selves,
our households, our children, dear to us, but not so dear to us as to thee.
‘We commend to thee the State in which we dwell, its cities, towns, insti-
tutions, and men. We commend to the nation that spreads abroad beyond
all the outreachings of our thought, all its institutions and its gradually
unfolding histories. We commend them all to thee, and grant that we may
prove ourselves encouraged in simple fidelity to dufy, in unfeigned manli-
ness and Christian love, worthy of the time in which we live and the
nation which has given us birth. Lead on this people through trials,
yea, even through faults and sins, and through disasters that come in con-
sequence ; through all experiences lead them forward to that bright con-
summation when they shall be as the sword of the Lord brought forth

_ from the forge and furnace, beaten upon the anvil, ground upon the stone,
and made sharp and bright, flashing vengeance against iniquity, and
advancing for justice the world around, and to thy name shall be the
praise, Father, Son and Spirit, evermore. Amen.


















286 BEECHER’S PULPIT DEVOTIONS.

may be found those who shall be worthy to follow them,
and to take up the work which they have finished in their
labor, and prosecute it to higher and yet more glorious
heights. And we beseech thee that thy kingdom, in
which dwelleth righteousness, may at last override all
war, all suffering, all ignorance, all superstition, and
that the glory of the Lord may fill the earth as the
waters fill the sea. And the praise shall be given to the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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grateful for the privileges of the Sabbath. It has been
rest to many and many a wearied one. Give forth to all
the portion yet needed. Fortify every one by spiritual
truth for the temptation and danger of the coming week.
And grant that we may be educated thus from week to
week, until at last our labor is done, our journey is over,
our sufferings are finished, and our probation is ended ;
and then may we stand in Zion, and before God. And
we will give the praise of our salvation to the Father,
the Son, and the Spirit. Amen.


















OLOSING PRAYER.

OuR heavenly Father, wilt thou grant a blessing to rest upon the word
spoken. Grant that we may not turn away from thy truth, nor seek to
cast it from us, as the rain is cast from the roof, that it may sink into the
soil and disappear, and be fruitless. May it be ours to take the seed into
good ground, and to have it spring up and bring forth fruit a hundred-
fold. Bless us in the remaining hours of this service. Give us rest.
Prepare us for that rest which remains for the people of God. And, by
thine own boundless love and infinite grace, bring us thither, and then
receive our praises, Father, Son, and Spirit. Amen.
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hast led him, and art leading him, as thou didst him that
went before. And we beseech of thee that thou wilt still
be his God; and may he be guided by that wisdom
which descends from above; and may he seek those
things which make for peace and concord. Strengthen
his hands and heart. And grant that those who counsel
him may be pure men. May the legislatures of the
States that assemble, and the National Legislature be
imbued with the Spirit of God. May thy spirit dwell
in the midst of this people. Thou hast done great things
for it. Thou hast opened a way for us when we knew
not what course to pursue. When all was dark, and it
seemed as though midnight had settled for ever upon us,
thou didst send us light. And thou that hast done such
wondrous works in times past, shalt not sleep nor forget.
Thou wilt yet be our leader in our troubles. And we
will overcome them all by faith and holy trust in God,
who shall carry us through to the end of our lives, and
then receive us home to glory. We ask it for Christ’s
sake Amen.
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Answer us, not for our much speaking, but for thine own
name’s sake. And to the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Ghost, shall be praises evermore. Amen.

OLOSING PRAYER,

BE pleased, Almighty God, to draw us by thine own persuasion, and to
help our imperfect arguments with ourselves, that we may be able to
come toward thee—jyea, to enter into that tabernacle which thou hast
builded for us—and find rest. Thou hast promised to hide thy people in thy
pavilion. Thou art our tower, and from the face of our enemies we run
in and are safe. Thou art the shadow of a rock in a weary land. We
cool ourselves from the untempered sun beneath thy sweet shade. O
Lord Jesus, thou art our garment, and we put thee on. Thou art our life,
and we desire to enter into thee that we may find ourselves. Our life is
hid with Christ in God.

And now we pray that thou wilt bless the word of exhortation to each
one of us. May it quicken our faith. May it encourage us in the divine
life. Take us by the hand, for we are orphans, and we need a guide, and
thou art that One whom our soul elects and desires. And at last, after
the scemes of this turbulent life are over, bring us to that rest which
remains for the people of God. And to thy name shall be the praise,
Father, Son, and Spirit. Amen.















YOUTHFUL ACCESSIONS.

B Sunday Morning, March ', 1866,

INVOCATION.

Lirr upon us the light of thy countenance, O Lord our God; and as
thou art making the sun to shine forth this day to illumine the earth, so,
Sun of righteousness, bring day and brightness to us. May we leave the
sordid cares, and the troubles, and the fears of the week, its burdens and
griefs, behind us; and, emancipated, may we walk into thy sanctuary
this morning as the sons of God in their Father's house. And vouchsafe
to us that meeting of the soul with thee that shall assure us of thy pres-
ence, and of thy welcome. * Bless the reading of thy Word. Bless our
endeavors to draw instruction from it. Bless us, we beseech thee, in
singing, in prayer, in meditation, and in all the rejoicing services of the
sanctuary, and of the day. We ask it for Christ’s sake. Amen.

BEFORE SERMON.

Bressep be thy name, O God, that there is a new and
living way opened up for us in Christ Jesus between the
spiritual and invisible world and this mortal and visible
one. The way is obscure, and our wandering thoughts
are bewildered and lost as we seek to find it. So far it
seems 8o different from our accustomed senses, so strange
and intangible, that doubts and fears roll over us like
billows. But when thou art presented in Jesus our
Master, when we behold the heart of God radiant with
love, and hear thee call us thy children, and thy breth-
ren, and thy friends, and know that all power that cen-

ters in the eternity of the universe is wielded by wisdom
14












SOCIAL OR LECTURE-ROOM PRAYERS.
Friday FEvenings.

- No. I

TroUu that art the Highest, we rejoice in thee. When separated
from thee, the inspirations of our life are lost, and our joy is but
as color in darkness; but when we are joined to thee, our hearts
sing, and all oppositions cease; sorrow itself is luminous, and the
plainest things are most beauteous. Joy is unspeakable then and
full of glory. Thy way is wondrous. That which thou canst do
for thine own, though we know it not all, we know it in some
measure, and we adore thee for thy grace; we adore and love thee
for all that makes thee God. Thy power and angust dignity we
recognize; but oh! thy heart, thy love, thy beneficent wisdom, thy
tenderness are past all comparison. The gradations of thy mercy
will never be known. Thou lovest to be a God of mercy. This is
thy delight. We rejoice, since we need it in infinite stores, that it
is poured endlessly abroad; and that all our wants are met. Our
necessities are known to thee before they are known to us; and
thy supplies are waiting for us.

- We thank thee for the past. How many memories of thee that
come to our hours of musing are full of sweetness, as things are
that come from a garden of flowers. We rejoice that thou art
making heaven to us as a garden; and that the influences wafted
thence are so full of fragrance, and have in them so much to make
us patient here; so much to make us willing to live ; so much that
inspires humiliation and divine ambition; so inuch that makes us
content to submit to thy will. Do with us as thou pleasest. We
leave ourselves in thy hands, and, living or dying, we desire to be
the Lord’s. O that we might understand what is the glory of our
calling in Christ Jesus, and what is the riches of the inheritance
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of the saints in glory! Why should we go, made dingy by care?
Why should we be drudging in life? Why should we spend our
time, and employ all our nobler powers in the service of things
mean beyond comparison? We who are called in heaven; we
whose names are written there; we upon whom is passed the bap-
tism of the Spirit—we are the beloved of God, around about whom
wait his ministering angels; for whom Providence moves; who
gre dear to the heart of the Redeewmer; whose wants time and eter-
nity are made to serve. Lord God! we beseech of thee that we
may live worthy of the vocation wherewith we are called. May
we put aside fear ; may we throw away sorrow ; may we be rid
of care; may we cast our burdens on thee. They are no burdens to
thee ; and they cease to be burdens to us when we cast them on thee.
O Lord, think of us; think for us; provide for our daily wants.
Give us not only a place where to lay our head, but a place likewise
where we can lay our heart—even upon thine—that we may have
that peace which passeth all understanding. Why should we starve '
when there is meat enough in our Father’s house; or grieve when
there is joy waiting for us; or despond when everlasting hope is lifted
up upon us, and it is proclaimed that we are saved by hope? We
desire to make more of our salvation by Christ. We desire to have
more comfort and more strength in thee. May we know how to
use thee more. May we know how to put thee on as a garment;
how to take thee as a Saviour; how to feed upon thee as the bread
of life; and@ how to behold thee as the Sun of Righteousness,
shining upon all, and filling all with the glory of thine own excel-
lence. .

Grant a blessing to rest upon us to-night. Already it is coming.
‘We thank thee for these meetings; for the fellowship of saints;
for this rest given to us in the intervals of care and trouble; for
the privilege of praising thee, and praying to thee. We thank
thee for the unnumbered evenings and days that have gone by ;
for the fellowship of years; for the memories that eternity shall
not efface. Bind us together to-night. Give us joy and profit in
this our meeting. We ask it for Christ’s sake. Amen.
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clamor and confusion of the world, nor all the changes that come
upon the human race can mar, and which is promised and given
freely, flowing as a river of life.

Arc there any in our midst that desire, because of their sick-
ness, to be remembered before thee? We beseech thee be near to
them in their trial and trouble. Bless them with the disclosures
of the truth of God in Christ Jesus, and make their way toward
the heavenly home & sure way; and as birds forsake the winter
in the north, and fly through the liquid air, singing as they fly, to
seek warmer climes, 80 may they, when they go homeward, sing
as they fly all the way thither. And hearing their joy, knowing
their witness, may we be encouraged to follow them, and live with
trust in Christ, knowing that he will not forsake ns in the hour of
weakness and dying. For what soul, O Jesus, ever put its trust in
thee, and was forsaken? Who ever leaned upon thy bosom, and
was cast thence? There is blessing yet for every one that comes
seeking with a childlike disposition, and willing to take.

We beseech thee that if there are any that are without hope
and without God, suffering in sickness and gloom of mind, and in
a dark and troubled way, thou wilt be pleased to bring upon their
night the morning of hope. May the Sun of Righteousness arise
upon them with healing in its beams.

Grant, we pray thee, a blessing to those that are of us, but
not among us, detained by various errands in thy providence.
Some we know are far from us in circumstances of labor, and
danger, and great trial. Give them courage, fortitude, and fidelity.
May they to the end endure as good soldiers of Christ, and
approved through faith of Christ, by their good works. And
grant that there may be a Gospel in the camp. May a fire be
kindled in every single regiment of our army by those that know
Christ. And hasten the day when all over the world the power
of Christ’s religion shall be felt, and when nations shall make war
no more. And grant that thy glory may fill the earth, as the
waters fill the sea. Even so, Lord, come quickly. And to thy
name shall be the praise, Father, Son, and Spirit. Amen.
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only from Him that speaketh to the inmost consciousness. Grant
to every one the incoming of thy Spirit. Grant to every one a holy
joy, a heavenly gladness. May every one in thy presence to-night
feel that he has been the guest of God himself. Aud grant that all
our offerings of song, and prayer, and meditation, and instruction,
on this occasion, may be acceptable in thy sight, and beneficial to
us. We ask it through Jesus, the Redeemer. Amen.

No. VI

‘W= rejoice, thou Forerunner, that thou hast entered into rest for
thyself and for thy people. The world has no more dominion over
thee, and thou hast dominion over all the earth. Sorrows are
under thy feet. Thou dost tread them down as the grass. We are
encompassed by them: thou no more forever., We are driven to
and fro by the forces yet in conflict: thou, supreme Victor, dost
sit serene, knowing to the very end of thine administration that all
things are working together right and well. And we need the
surety of God. We need to rise up above ourselves. There is no
strength of will, no settledness of purpose, no achievement in times
past, no sense of knowledge, nor of power, nor of goodness, nor of
skill, that can give us quiet. Nor is there anything that we can
lean upon on earth that is sufficient. We are too weak to lean
upon each other. All is mortal and fallible in this lower sphere;
and only when we lift ourselves by faith into thy presence, and
behold thy face of love and infinite wisdom; only when we feel
thy heart beating through all changes and révolutions with the
same love, do we find peace—thy peace. Not as the world giveth
dost thou give. Not that peace which comes from desires fulfilled ;
not that peace which comes from petty victories here, dost thou
give. Thou, O God, dost overspread the soul with thine own
divine Spirit. Thou dost brood upon it, and only its divine feel-
ings lift themselves up to thy call, and enjoy thee; and we have
rest indeed. In thee we inherit all things. Without thee we are
orphans; poor and naked and miserable.

And now, O Lord Jesus, accept our thanks for our past expe-
rience. How often, when hungry, have we run to thee and been
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No. "VIL

O Lorp our God, lift us out of our low thought and carnal
understanding, and bring us up into that eternal peace and calm
where thou dost dwell, loving and blessing with everlasting bene-
ficence. All around about thee is bright with purity, with thoughts
of justice, and with acts of mercy. There is no wasting the infinite

. abundance of God. Thou dost send forth streams of blessings that
flow and never cease; and yet the fountain is not diminished. We
rejoice in thy fullness. We rejoice that thou art the same yester-
day, to-day, and forever; loving still, and giving still. We rejoice
in thy power and wisdom which follow upen thy life. And shall
we be afraid to ask thee for mercies? We bring our own wants;
we bring the anxieties of our households; we bring cur cares and
distractions; we bring our sorrows and sadnesses and despon-
dencies, and ask that they may be taken away from nus. We ask
that our burdens may be lightened ; that our heart-troubles mnay
be healed. Grant, also, that we may bring our solicitude for thy
cause, with confidence that thou dost love to be gracious. Thou
wilt remember Zion. Thou wilt build up the waste places. The
walls of Jerusalem shall not for ever be thrown down. Thou wilt
rebuild them. And the temple which thou wilt yet build shall be
more glorious than was the first.

We beseech thee, remember our own land. O Lord God, behold it,
and have compassion upon it. And if it be needful that thy work
of fire should go on, burn fiercely, flame of the Lord, that the end
may soon be consummated. And then, when thou hast wrought a
work of righteousness, give us peace.

We beseech thee to hear our prayer for those that have offended
thee; for those that, for the sake of oppression, have gone into
rebellion. Turn them back. Overthrow their banners in the day
of battle. And have compassion upon them. And grant, O God,
that all the manifold sufferings which they have endured may be
salutary in the end. And grant, we pray thee, that when we shall
be united again, the strength of this great land may be exerted
invariably, and for evermore, for justice, for equity, for religion, all
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our cherished plans. May we be able to say, as it is evolved day
by day, and made known to us, ¢ The will of the Lord be done.”

“Grant, we pray thee, a blessing to rest upon thy dear people
that are here. May every one have a portion in due seasen of the
mercy and the grace which he peculiarly needs. Some aro in
special trouble. Some are in perplexities. Some are in doubts.
Some are in sorrows. Some are in heart-sickness from hope de-
ferred. Some are cast down with grief. Some are burdened,
Lord, thou knowest every heart. Draw near to each one and say
as thou didst of old to thy disciples, “ Peace I will give thee—my
peace.”

And grant, we pray thee, a blessing to rest upon all that are to
unite themselves with this church upon the Sabbath that is coming,
and upon such as shall to-night accept the sacred profession and
vows of baptism.* Lord God, we pray that they may rejoice.
May they rejoice that they have an opportunity of professing the .
power of God upon their souls.

And now we pray, O Lord our God, that every member of this
church—all that have walked in our midst, and with whom we
have had sweet counsel—may be kept unto everlasting life. And
when we rise at last in the other and better land, may we meet
each other there. We that have worked together, and wept to-
gether, and rejoiced together, on earth, may we hold on together
for ever and for ever. And to thy name shall be the praise, Father,
8on, and Spirit. Amen.

No. IX.

Taovu helpful One, before thee are all the sorrows of mankind.
Thou hast borne sorrow and carried it since the world began.
Everlasting Father, not only is the government upon thy shoulder,
but thou art Counsellor. Thou dost counsel with the afflicted.
Thou art the wisdom-giving and the strength-giving God; and
thon hast from age to age succored thy people, and art faithful,
and wilt be unto the very end. We commend to thy fatherly carr

® At the closo of the mecting several persons were to be baptized by immersion.
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No. X.

Tnou, O Jesus, didst forsake thine heavenly company, and of
mere love didst bow down to the earth, and take the form of man,
and bear all his sorrows and troubles. Thou didst bear the weary
lot of life, made in thy case most burdensome. Thou didst bear -
the pangs of Gethsemane and the anguish of the cross, and lay
down thy life. Greater love hath no man than that he lay down
his life for his friends; but thou didst lay thine down for thine
enemies. And thou hast set up before us this living example. All
the power of thy nature went forth for others. And though thou
wast made happy in thine own conduct, it was not for thyself that
thou didst live, but for us. And now thou hast left thy command-
ment that we are to walk in thy steps. We are to live, not to
ourselves, but to thee, and for the sake of thy disciples, and for the
sake of others about us.

Behold, O God, our groveling conceptions; the dead and dull
down-pulling of selfishness. Behold how we run each one for his
own good, and by sympathy and imitation go in companies, and
strive to build each himself or his own. See how little we have
sociality in disinterestedness, how little we have company one with
another for others, and how yet we are of the earth, earthy.
Lord, if thou dost love us, inspire us by thine own Spirit with
thine own example. May there be the desire burning in us day by
day to live for the welfare of thy kingdom, for the glory of our
God, and for the benefit of our fellow-men. Thou hast given us
some experiences. Thou hast taught us to live, not for our own
good, but for the welfare of the country, for the welfare of thy
church, for the welfare of our kind; but how to carry it out hour
by hour, in all things, and toward all men, in honor preferring one
another, in pleasure preferring one another, in all things preferring
one another, this we have not learned ; this we have scarcely studied.

Grant, O God, that there may be the help from on high without
which we labor in vain. Pour in upon our wmninds some sacred con-
ception of Christian life. Give us help in executing it. And wmay
we have the witness, at last, of our conscience, that by the grace
of God we have obtained, step by step, better things, and are living
nearer both to the spirit and the example of our Master.
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Now, we pray that thou wilt give us thy blessing as we go
hence. O Lord Jesus, there is a blessing that makes rich, and that
sings in the heart. There is a blessing that is as a well of water
springing up. We need not to draw it. It comes up of itself, and
overflows, and comes down as streams down the mountain. Grant
_ us that blessing. O thou Spirit that dost promise, fulfill, that men

may behold that thy people are made happy by thee, and that
thou art with them, and dost abide in them. Thus bhonor thyself,
and draw men to thee. We ask it for the Redeemer’s sake.
Amen.






























