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TO THE READER.

The subscribers have thought, that it would gi'eatly

tend to the promotion and interest of true piety, to

have a republication, in this country, of the improved

edition of the Prayers and Offices of Devotion of the

late pious and reverend Benjamin Jenks. Under

this impression, they have caused a set of stereotype

plates of that work to be cast; but, in doing this, they

have found it necessary to alter several phrases that

were antiquated and obsolete, and to expunge two or

three of the prayers, and in others, some sentences

that were altogether local, and not adapted for our

country. The copy they have made use of was the

thirty-third, and last London edition, published under

the superintendence of the learned and reverend

Charles Simeon, M. A. senior Fellow of King's Col-

lege, Cambridge.

In the hope that, on a comparison with the original

work, the reader will consider the alterations in the

American copy as emendations,

We are,

The public's obedient servants,

SWORDS, STANFORD, & Co.

New-York, October 1, 1S32.



EDITOR'S PREFACE.

Having undertaken to publish this vokime in a cor-

rected state, it seems proper that the Editor should
assign his reasons for it to the public. He has for

very many years considered this book as an exceed-

ingly rich treasure to the Church of God. Its dis-

tinguishing excellency is, that far the greater part ot

the prayers appear to have been prayed and not writ-

ten. There is a spirit of humiliation in them, which
is admirably suited to expre-ss the sentiments and
feelings of a contrite heart. There is also a fervour

of devotion in them, which can scarcely fail of kin-

dling a corresponding flamie in the breasts of those

who use them. But it is needless to pronounce an
eulogy on a book, the value of which has been already

stamped by the sale of 7na7iy myriads. There are,

however, faults in it, which exceedingly need correc

tion. The sentences are too long; the sense is often

perplexed ; and the antitheses are so numerous as to

be very ill-suited to modern taste. These things the

Editor has endeavoured to correct; yet not in such a

manner as to give a new style and character to the

book. It seems right, that the Author should appear
in his native dress, except where the edification of the

public rendered a change necessary. To some, it is

probable, the Editor will appear to have altered too

much ; and to others too little ; but, on whatever side

he may have erred, it has not been for want of care

and endeavour to do right.

In the new arrangement of the Prayers, the facility

of finding any particular subject will, it is presumed,
be greatly increased.

1^



VI EDITOR S PREFACE.

To have made the Paraphrase on the Creed at all

congenial with his wishes, the Editor must have
altered almost the whole of it. He has therefore

contented himself with making- only such alterations

as were absolutely necessary; and he would have
omitted it altogether, had he not been afraid, that some
few might have regretted the loss of it.

As to the sentiments contained in this book, no
alteration whatever was wanted; nor has any been
made, except in one single word, which, if particularly

noticed by a Caviller, might possibly have adminis-

tered to strife.

To the best of his power, the Editor has consulted

the benefit of the Church of Christ; and, if this

Volume be found in future better adapted to their use

in the family and the closet, he shall consider his

labour as very richly compensated.





PREFACE.

To my Neighbours and Acquaintance, particularly

those in the Parishes committed to my Care.

MY DEAR FRIENDS,

It is especially for your sakes, and primarily for yoiw spf-

vice, that I publish this Manual of Prayers, fitted to the

capacities of your minds, to the necessities of your souls, and
to the several conditions and occar^ions of your lives. Not-
withstandinj^ all the books of devotion already extant (many
of which are very useful and excellent in their kinds, and such
as I should recommend to you without offering any other, did

those with which I am best satisfied, reach as far as I have
designed here to go ; and did not I think the strain of some
too high for many of you, and the words and expressions of

others that I have seen in your hands, too low andjlaf, or too

obsolete and improper, and which will rather offend, than edify

such as have tlieir senses better exercised in these matters,) I

have come to the resolution of adding my contribution to the

common stock
;
yet not taking upon me so to correct or cen-

sure them that have gone before me, as to discourage any from
making use of those helps which they find agreeable to their

case, and efficacious to quicken their devotion ; but leaving

every one to consult tlieir own sense, and profit, and comfort,

in choosing and taking v/hat best likes their particular gust,

and what most furthers their pious designs; and to make
what alterations also they please, even in the ensuing offices,

for their own service, if they shall think fit to use them at all.

Nor have I such a conceit of any thing that is my own, as

to suppose it free from the weakness and defects which I can
espy elsewhere ; I doubt not but others may find as many faults

here: nay, I cannot think any thing of this nature to be so

complete, but that the author himself (in tract of time) may
see reason to add or subtract, to alter or amend many particu-

lars : Indeed I shall as soon expect to see a shoe made to fit every

foot, as a particular /orm of prayer exactly to suit all the cir-

cumstances of every soul.

V cannot undertake that the following prayers should answer
all the occasions which any one may ever find for prayer :



but they that have the sph-it of supplication can tell how to

fill up what is wanting; and such as I help in most cases, may
help themselves in the rest. I am rather apt to tliink, that so

many as are here set down will be censured for more than

needful ; but (it being easy to pare otF) the censors may let

alone wliat they count superfluous, leaving it to those that will

not disdain its assistance : and I laad rather be under an im-

putation from some of my neiglibours, for busying myself

more than I have need, in a work that might have been spared,

than Lear the recoilings of my own mind, for neglecting to

impart any thing that I thought miglit be of use and service

to the rest.

If any judge that I might better have left this behind me,
not to be seen till I should myself have been no more seen, I

was once of the same mind ; and had so continued, but that I

could not be sure, that many for whom I designed it, might
not be taken ojf before me; whereby this piece of friendship

which I had for them, would have been lost to them : and now
that I do undertake tlie thing which is liable to many reflec-

tions (whoever be the manager) every one thinking he has a

title to judge of that, wherein every one is equally concerned :

and that judgment passing according to the different princi-

ples and sentiments, and the Tpdviicnlar genius and humour of

each, it is not possible liere to please every one : but, however,
I shall not fiiil of my design, if I can be so happy as to profit

some. And if so be I take any way peculiar to myself, I shall

only allege tliat it is but the same liberty as most writers on
this subject have taken. Though I pretend not to set myself

on a level with the noted guides of others' devotion, that with
good success and general approbation have laboured herein;

yet, when our Lord has only enjoined the thing to be done,
without settling the manner of performance, even an ordinary

man tliat is but conversant in tliese matters, has room humbly
to propose his own experience, as long as he assumes not magis-
terially to impose it upon his readers ; which in this present
undertaking, tlie Judge of all thoughts knows to be far from
mine.

I name no morning and evening prayers for particular per-

sons ; because here are so many occasional prayers, whereof
every one may take his clioice from time to time, for private
use, according to particular exigencies : and besides, those
families may as fitly serve for tlie closet, changing but the
plural number, into the singular. I have not directed to
conclude the evening devotions with tbe Lord^s Prayer; not



PRKFACE.

because I count it improper at that time to be used, but because
I think we have still a liberty of adding or omitting it ; and,

therefore, I have pointed to it for one parrt of the day, and left

it out on the other ; but they that are for it, as an appendage
to all the prayers used in their houses, may make it so, if they

please, notwithstanding that I shut up some of the family

prayers witliout it. I make no distinction of ordinary days

:

for I understand not why the prayer that serves for Monday
or Tuesday, should not be as good and proper for any other

day of the week : yet I have otTered some variety, that you
may take sometimes one form, and sometimes another : or

some part of this form and some of that, as you see occasion,

and shall judge most pertinent. But I make a great difference

of the qualities of persons, and states of the soul, and scenes of

the life, according to which I have distributed and suited the

offices here proposed. And though it be not needful to adapt

a prayer to every man's particular errivloyment in the world,

yet no man, whatever be his place and calling, but may find

Tiany prayers here fitted to the condition of his soul, and to

Uie great emergencies of his life. Only 1 would caution any
who may need to be so advertised, that I do not intend the

particular prayers entitled for such and such persons of par-

ticular ranks and stations, as their excuse to supersede all

praying else, as if such persons needed to use no other prayers :

but those over and above, they may sometimes add to the rest

:

and so prudently choosing agreeable offices, and taking this,

my whole performance, with a little of Christian candour, and
the allowance for common weakness, I am willing to hope it

may not be unacceptable to those in my neighbourhood (for

whom I am chiefly concerned) as comnig from one of your
own acquaintance (my brethren) and one not so utterly unac-

quainted with the practice and benefit of such exercises of

devotion, but that I am able to say somewhat from my own
experience (and that of many years) in this way. However
small (I must confess) is my proficiency, to what it might have
been, yet the several stages my soul has gone through, the

trials and temptations that I have had, the terrors and per-

plexities wherewith I have grappled, the conflicts and troubles

of mind that I have lain under, the many sins that I have

fallen into (grievous to myself, and heinous in the sight of

God, though not so scandalous as some others, to the view of

the world,) and the escapes that I have made, the preservations

and deliverances, the mercies and blessings, tlie revivings and

comforts, that I have found; are so many enticements to me,
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and so mamj evgagements upon me, to do somewhat, accord-

ing to the ability which God hath given me, for the direction, the

support, and help of others, that may be in the like condition.

And may the thing here done be but well taken by any that

fear God (the generation of them that seek his face, and are

in love with prayer,) I shall then little concern myself, what
is the resentment or censure of any one else ; whether it be the

worldly drudge, the sordid earthworm, that throws prayers

out of doors, as his interruption and hindrance ; or the disso

lute epicure, that takes pleasure in nothing but his mire, and
shrinks from drawing nigh to the holy God, as his hated task

and torment ; or the prophane droll, that even laughs hit

Judge eternal in the face, and mightily applauds himself foi

daring to make scorn of all that is serious and sacred ; or tht

trifling impertinent, that is for all manner of exercises, but

only those of Religion ; or lastly, the formal hypocrite, thai

only now and then passes a slight compliment on the Majesty
of heaven, but still mortally hates the life and power of god
liness ; the sense and the satisfaction of one pious experiencea

Christian, that has known the grace of God in truth is mort
to me than the exceptions and the clamours of a thousand

su-ch as these.

If this piece fly further abroad than my first intention ; and
if others that know nothing of what concerns me, may pick

out any thing here to further them in the way of heaven
ward ; I shall have the more cause then to bless God foi

making me such an instrument of his grace. Yea, where ]

can but do the least good to any poor soul, I shall not think

my labour in vain in the Lord. But my great care is for tlie

souls of whom I have the charge: and for the rest of mj'

friends and neighbours within my reach, whom I have (you

know) so much and often importuned and called upon, to give

themselves to prayer, both in your families, and in youi
retirements every day. Not barely to read, or say over so many
words of prayer (as if it would presently make all whole and
isell, only to use such or such a form as you think pertinent

to your case, as a plaster lit for the sore,) but to do it with a

praying heart, with a viind intent upon the work, and youi
spirits engaged in his service. The reasons for whicb, and the

necessity of it, with the lawfulnet-s and expediency of using

forms (especially where other abilities are wanting) I shall

not insist upon here*; because I have done it already else,

where. [" Liberty of Prayer ass-rrted, tf-r."]

Indeed what some talk so much dgiilnsi nil forms ofprayer

,



I think, is as little to be regarded, as what others do so bitterly

inveigh against all prayer that is out of form ; but in this

matter I cannot but much approve the temper of an eminent
Churchman, (afterwards made one of our Right Reverend
Bishops,) who in his method and order for private devotion,

thus freely and moderately gives his sense. [Bishop IVitten-

hall, " Enter into thy Closet."]

Page 62—" Whether every particular expression or the

just words be fore-thought, it happily matters not very much :

but that some fit, significant, proper, and quickening expres-

sions for the several parts and substantials of my prayer be

prepared, it is expedient." P. 81—" I profess myself no whit
guilty of undervaluing the free effusions of the soul before

God (in private especially) in such expressions as the affected

moved mind suggests ; or, as the Spirit gives utterance."

P. 284—" If I am able to pray otherwise, I shall not haply
always see it fit or convenient to use set or composed forms;
for that there be many particular affecting circumstances in

my sins, which no form will express so plainly as I have need
to express them, for the moving of my sorrow." P. 285—"If
I find my heart ready, and so composed, that I dare venture
'ipon what we call a conceived prayer, it being of my own
mvention by the assistance of the Spirit, may more perfectly

suit my condition in all, than one framed by another to my
hand." P. 81, 82—" Though constantly to use that way,
may make our devotion more slight and disorderly, through
the coldness, dulness, or heedlessness of our heart, or through
distractions, incumbrances, or like mischiefs ; and it may often

occasion the omission of many necessary things, through in-

cogitancy, and unavoidable forgetfulness." P. 8—" But
whether the loords in which we utter ourselves, be fore-thought
or sudden, provided they fitly and reverently express the

inward sense of our hearts, it matters not, nor is it at all essen-

tial to prayer." P. 18—" Be tlie words whose they will, my
praying them (that is, offering them up to God) with a heart
suitable to them, hath made them as much mine, as if I had
invented, contrived, dictated, or penned them at first."

The manner then of expressing yourselves in my words, or

in your own, or others, I leave (as here this Author does) at

liberty : and any helps that I have offered in the following
specimens, you may take or refuse as you see good : only I

must with all earnestness bese(;ch you to take care, and to

make conscience, that the thing be daily done, and that

heartily, as to the Lord : as ever you hope to reap any real



good from the labours of your ministers, or ever to see their

faces, or the face of God with comfort in that great day, when
we must all give up our last accounts, and be finally deter-

mined for our everlasting state. When such as could not be

prevailed with to give themselves to prayer, and to call upon
the name of God, now in the day of grace (this time of 7nercy)

shall with fruitless desires, wish themselves out of being

;

and no less vainly, than desperately, call upon rocks and
mountains to fall upon them and to hide them from his face,

ind to save them from his wrath in the day o? judgment, that

time of recompence and fury. And, therefore, according to

that most cogent admonition of the author of the Whole Duty
of Man, part 5. sect. 12. " Let no man that professes himself

a Christian, keep so heatheiwsh a family, as not to see that

God be daily worshipped in it." To which let that be added
of the other Author afore-quoted. P. 15—" Prayer with the

family, no one, who would have God to bless his family, can
think that he may neglect." And I shall give no further

exhortation here to Family Prayer, because I have done so

much to that purpose since the first edition hereof, in another

book written upon that particular argument. [" The Bell

rung to Prayers."]

Beloved, I am more sensible of my own frailty, than to

reckon upon a much longer continuance in the world (which
we all shall find to be so short a thoroughfare to the place of

our eternal abode :) and, while I live, I desire nothing more
from you, than the consolation of observing your devotion,

and striving together with me in your prayers for your own
salvation. And when 1 am dead and gone, I would leave

behind me, not only some token of my love to you, but also

some assistance in that way of your duty, wherein you are to

follow those who are already entered into the heavenly glory

I am apt to think, that some who are convinced of this

duty (to use daily prayers) and who also feel an inclination

to it, and some disposedness for ii in their hearts, may yet be

under a discouragement for want ofsuitable helps in a readiness

to discharge the work. For sucli, alas ! is the dulness and
indifferency of sinful men to that which is best for them, and
which most highly concerns them, that they are not apt to be

solicitous (so as they use to show themselves in their worldly

concerns) to seek out after the provisions and conveniences ^or

the spiritual life, unless these fall directly in their way, and
are set just before them. And therefore this Prayer Book
1 have had in rny thought to provide, and put into tlie hands



of some of the poorer sort ; and (without imposing upon an)')

I would also move such able friends, as may favour the design,

to lend a charitable hand in assisting to furnish more of those
poor creatures, who by the help of such a gift, might l)e put
in a way to get the best and greatest riches : but I shall not
offer to disturb any that are in th(i possession of better means
already ; no, let them go on with the use of them, and God's
blessing be upon them ; and if but any thing here should be

found agreeable and useful to others, they are at liberty to

collect and take what they will, and pass over the rest. For
(as the celebrated Dr. Hammond tells us) [Pract. Cot. book 3.

sect. 2. answ. 5.] " The Church being obeyed in the obser-

vation of the prescribed Liturgy, in public ; it is not supposed
by our Church, but that every one, in private, may ask his

own wants in whdX form of icords he shall think fit : yet, that

he may do it fitly and reverently, it will not be amiss for him
to acquaint himself with the several addresses to God, which
the Book of Psalms, and other parts of Holy Writ, and other

Helps of Devotion, will afford him, either to use as he finds

them fit for the present purpose, or by those patterns, to direct

and prepare himself to do the like."

Now may this poor attempt of mine be an invitation to

some of my pious and learned brethren in the Ministry, to set

out some better entertainment for their people : and I shall

be abundantly satisfied and pleased, to see the thing promoted,
and still further improved : tliough my whole performance
should be vacated and excluded to make room for others de-

serving the precedence. In the mean time, may a blessing

from above follow these small endeavours of mine, and make
them prosperous (in any measure) to help your devotion : and
that you may in the use of any prayers here set before you
find some advantage to your souls, and tlie dnily promotion of
your sanctification, peace, and salvation, is the earnest desire

and prayer of

Your devoted Servant,

in the Work of our LORD,
B. J.
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DEVOTIONS.

First Morjiing Prayer fo?- a Family.

O Lord, thou God of our salvation ! Thou art the

hope of all the ends of the earth ; upon thee the eyes

of all do wait; for thou givest unto all life, and

breath, and all things. In thee we ever live, and
move, and are; and upon thee we continually de-

pend for all the good that we either have or hope

for. Still thou watchest over us for good, and takest

care of us in our sleep, when we are incapable of

caring for ourselves : daily thou renewest to us thy

tender mercies ; every morning affords us fresh oc-

casions for praise and thanksgiving: And thou hast

assured us by thy word, that, if we commit our affairs

to thee, and acknowledge thee in all our ways, thou

wilt establish our thoughts, and direct our path. We
desire, therefore, O Lord, still to put ourselves under

thy gracious conduct, and thy fatherly protection :

and we beg the guidance, and blessing, and assist-

ance of thy good Spirit, to choose our inheritance for

us ; and to dispose of us, and of all that concerns us,

to the glory of thy name.
Lord, withdraw not thy tender mercies from us

;

take not away the comforts of thy presence, or the

assistance of thy Spirit, on account of our manifold

abuses of thy grace and goodness. Never punish
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our past sins, by giving us over to the love and power
of our sins ; but give us truly penitent hearts, and
grant us thy merciful discharge from all the guilt

that lies upon us. And grant us, O good God, the

comfortable sense of thine acceptance of us in the

Son of thy love, that our souls may bless thee, and
all that is within us may praise thy holy name.
And that we may find the joy of the Lord to

be our strength ; that we may be strengthened by it

against all our sins; especially the sins to which we
are most addicted, and whereof we are most in dan-

ger : make us also more ready to every good work,

and belter disposed for all the duties which we owe
to Thee, our neighbour and ourselves : that herein

we may exercise ourselves to have always a con-

science void of offence towards God and towards

men. help us to walk circumspectly, not as fools,

but as wise ; carefully redeeming the time that we
have lost, and conscientiously improving all those

seasons of grace, which thou art pleased to put into

our hands. And while we are upon earth, give

us all things needful and convenient for our present

pilgrimage : sanctify to us all our enjoyments, and
all our occupations in the world : let our crosses, also,

and our comforts, and all events that now befall us be

improved to thy glory ; till, through the merits of

thy Son, and the multitude of thy mercies, we are

conducted safely to be ever with the Lord. Amidst
all our affairs in this world, let us never forget or

neglect the one thing needful ; but may it be our

principal care so to demean ourselves every day, that

we may give up our account with joy in the great

day of thine appearing.

O gracious Father ! keep us, we beseech thee, this

day in thy fear and favour ; and help us to live to

thine honour and glory. If thou guide us not, w#»
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shall run into errors ; if thou preserve us not we shall

fall into dangers : O let thy good Providence be our

defence and security : and let thy Holy Spirit be our
guide and counsellor in all our ways. And grant

that we may do those things which are agreeable to

thy will and acceptable in thy sight, through Jesus
Christ : in whose sacred name and words we close

our imperfect petitions. Our Father^ &;c.

Let thy grace, Lord Jesus Christ, thy love, O
heavenly Father, thy comfortable fellowship, O holy

blessed Spirit, be with us, and with all the Israel of

God, this day, and for evermore. Amen.

Second Morning Prayer for a Family.

O Lord, thou art the God whose we are, and
whom we ought to serve, with all the abilities where-
with thou hast blessed us. We are bound by all the

obligations of thy laws, and by all the endearments
of thy love, to be faithful in the covenant of our God,
md to abound in the work of the Lord. But we de-

sire to humble ourselves before thee, that our lives

have been so unserviceable to thee, and so full of

provocation against thee ; that the dishonour which
we have done thee, O Lord, has so far exceeded all

Dur services ; that we have lived to ourselves, rather

than to thee ; and have served our own lusts and
pleasures more than thy holy blessed will. O how
nave we disbelieved thy truths, disobeyed thy com-
mands, disregarded thy promises and threats ! how
have we resisted and defeated all the gracious me-
thods, which thou hast used to reclaim us from oui

evil ways, and to bring us over to thyself!

We have sinned against thee, our God, and done
infinite wrong and damage to our own souls : by our

sins we have spoiled and destroyed ourselves : but
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it is not in us, Lord, to recover and save ourselves •

in thee, O heavenly Father, in thee alone is all our

help. Vea, thou hast laid help upon One that is

mighty, and that is able to save to the uttermost all

that come to Thee through him :" through him thou

hast encouraged us to come boldly to the throne oi

grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to

help in every time of need. In him, therefore, we
beg, O Lord, that thou wilt be reconciled to us, and
make thyself known to us as a Father of mercies,

and a God of all consolation.

For his sake enable us also (we beseech thee) to

demean ourselves as becomes the children of God,

and the members and followers of Christ. put

such principles of grace and holiness into our hearts,

as may make us to hate all iniquity, and to abhoi

every false way. Put thy Spirit within us, causing

as to walk in thy statutes, and to keep thj^ judgments,

and to do them. Do not merely lay thy commands
upon us ; but be pleased, O Lord, to enable us for the

performance of them. And so quicken us by thy

grace that we may make it our meat and drink to do

thy will ; and may run the way of thy command
ments with enlarged hearts. O make our servicei

acceptable to thee while we live ; and our souls ready

for thee when we die. And as long as we are in this

world, keep us, O Lord our God, from the evil of it,

and from the snares and dangers to which thou

knowest w^e are continually exposed. O make our

passage safe through all the changes, troubles, and
temptations of this mortal life, and bring us finally

to the unchangeable glories and felicities of the

eternal world.

Be merciful to us, good Lord, and bless us, and

keep us this day, in all our ways. Let us take

nothing in hand, which is not warranted by thy
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word. let us be in the fear of the Lord all the

day long: let thy fear be ever before our eyes, to

restram us from the things which are displeasing to

thee, and destructive to our own souls. And let thy

love abound in our hearts, and sweetly and power-
fully constrain us to perform whatever is acceptable

in thy sight, through him that hath loved and re-

deemed us, even the Lord our righteousness ; in

whose blessed name and words we continue pray-

ing; Our Father, &c.

The blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son, and
Holy Ghost, be with us, and with all that belong to

us, this day and for evermore. Amen.

Third Morning Prayer.

Lord God, merciful and gracious, long-suffering,

and abundant in goodness and truth ! thou keepest

mercy for thousands ; thou pardonest iniquity, trans-

gression and sin ; thou retainest not thine anger for

ever, because thou delightest in mercy. How ex-

cellent is th}'- loving kindness, O God I therefore do

the sons of men put their trust under the shadow of

thy wings ; and therefore do we desire still to look

up to that bountiful hand of thine, from whence v»'"e

have received all our good things. Lord our God

!

be thou pleased to look down mercifully upon us, and
be gracious and favourable to us, as thou usest to be

unto those that love thy name : look not upon the

sin of our nature, nor the sins of our hearts and lives,

which are more than we can remember, and greater

than we can express : behold, we are vile : we are

exceeding guilty ; we acknowledge that it is of thy

mercies we are not consumed, even because thy com-
passions fail not. But look upon us in mercy, through

the merits and mediation of thy Son our Saviour

;
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pity US for his sake who did no sin, and was mani-
fested to take away our sins ; by him let us have
access to thy majesty, and for his sake bestow upon
us the blessings which we so greatly need. Thou
hast treasured up in Him an infinite fulness of all

that we can ever want or wish : that we may all

receive out of his fulness grace sufficient for us ! Let

us receive from him those gifts which He is now em-
powered and commissioned to bestow : those gifth

which are the purchase of his blood, and the necessary

means of our salvation. Pour down upon us the

abundance of thy grace. Accept and justify our per-

sons : renew and sanctify our souls; and so trans-

form us into thy blessed image, that we may be meet
to be partakers of the inheritance of thy saints in

light.

Teach us, Lord our God, to use this world with-

out abusing it, and to enjoy the things of it, without

suffering them to engross our affections. Whatever
we have of the world, let it be sanctified to us by
the word of God, and prayer. And whatsoever we
want of the things of this life, Lord our heavenly
Father, leave us not destitute of those things that

accompany salvation : but do thou adorn our souls

with all the graces of thy Holy Spirit, that we may
glorify thee in all things, and that our conversation

may be such as becometh the Gospel of Christ.

Help us, O gracious Lord, in the whole of our duty

to thee our God ; and also in the discharge of all rela-

tive duties which we owe to men, whether superiors,

equals, or inferiors : enable us to walk wisely towards

them which are without, and kindly towards them
that are within. Let us never cast a stumbling-block

in the way of others, or cause thy holy name to be

blasphemed through our misconduct ; but let us pass

the time of our sojournmc herp in fear: that, bavin'-
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glorified ihee on earth, we may be glorified by thee

in the great day of our Lord Jesus Christ. And now
that thou hast renewed thy mercies to us this morn-
ing-, help us, gracious God, to renew our desires and
endeavours to serve and honour thee. restrain us

from the evils and follies into which we are prone to

fall ; and quicken us to the offices and duties which
we are averse to perform. And grant that we may
think, and speak, and act as becometh saints ; ever

remembering that we are bought with the precious

blood of Christ, and ever striving to live unto him
who died for us, and rose again; to whom, with the

Father and the Holy Ghost, be glory and honour,

world without end. Amen. Our Father, &c.

Fourth Morning Prayer.

Lord God, that hearest prayer, and art nigh to

all that call upon thee in truth, we are moved by our

own necessities, and encouraged by thy daily mercies,

to renew our supplications at the throne of thy grace.

And we beg of thee, who fashionest all the hearts of

the sons of men, to prepare our hearts, that we may
now come into thy Holy presence, and call upon thy

blessed name, in a due and acceptable manner. !

pour upon us the Spirit of grace and of supplication

;

let thy good Spirit help our infirmities ; and teach us

to ask such things, and in such a way, as shall be

most agreeable to thy will, and most advantageous
to our souls.

Behold ! we, who are but poor worms, and sinful

dust and ashes, have taken upon us now to speak

unto thee, the sovereign Majesty of heaven and
earth : we have too just cause to be afraid, lest our

great and manifold sins should have provoked thee

to hide thy face from us, and to shut up thy loving-

3
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kindness in displeasure. We know that we have
done wickedly, in not hearkening to the calls of thy

word, or yielding to the motions of thy Spirit. Our
iniquities are increased over our heads ; our trespass

is grown up even unto heaven : and our sins are a

sore burden, too heavy for us to bear. If thou, O
Lord, shouldst enter into judgment with us for our

actions, v/e could not answer thee for one of a thou-

sand ; we must lay our hands upon our mouths, and
plead guilty before thee, and place our whole de-

pendence upon thy mercy.

O God, be merciful to us, miserable sinners : for

the sake of him whom thou hast exalted to be a

Prince and a Saviour, to give repentance to thy peo-

ple, and forgiveness of sins ; be merciful to us, we
pray thee, and heal our souls, that have greatly sinned

against thee. O heal our backslidings, renew us to

repentance, and establish our goings in thy holy

ways : let us not be so wavering and bent to back-

slide : let us not so revolt from thee, and return to

folly after thou hast spoken peace unto us ; but may
we go on conquering and to conquer all the enemies
of our souls ; till every obstacle to our salvation be

surmounted, and Satan himself be bruised under our

feet.

thou God of all grace ! bring such thoughts to

our minds, and lay such considerations upon our

hearts, as thou knowest will efTectually keep us from
our iniquity, and prevail with us to do thy will : put

thy fear in our hearts, that we may not any more de-

part from thee ; and preserve us holy and unblamea-
ble unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. In the

mean time sanctify to us all the dispensations of thy

Providence, and bless us in every condition and rela-

tion of life. Make us humble in a high estate, or

contented in a low one ; nor let us ever forget, that
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the care of our souls is the one thing needful: O
make us mindful of this, that we may follow inces-

santly those things which shall bring us peace a

the last.

Dispose of us, we beseech thee, and of all that con-

cerns us, to the glory of thy name. O keep us at ail

times, and in all places and companies, from the evil

of sin, and from all other evils to which the greatness

of our sins has made us l*iable. And take thou, O
heavenly Father, the gracious charge and govern-

ment of us this day ; and so guide us by thy counsel

that hereafter thou mayest receive us to glory. Al.

this we ask through thy tender mercies, and our

Saviour's abundant merits ; in whose own words
we beg all things needful for ourselves and others at

thy hands. Our Father, &c.

-«*»©©«^

Fifth Morning Prayer.

Lord our God ! thy name is most excellent in

all the earth : thou hast set up thy glory above the

heavens, and thou art worthy to be celebrated with

everlasting praises of men and angels : for thou hast

created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and
were created. Thy hands, Lord, have made us

and fashioned us ; and thou hast breathed into our

nostrils the breath of life
;
yea, still thou boldest our

souls in life, and givest us every good thing that

makes our lives a blessing and comfort to us. Thou
hast formed us for thyself, that we should show forth

thy praise, and that we should live to thy glory, as

we do live continually upon thy bounty.

But, O Lord our God ! we have in no respect

glorified thee as we ought
;

yea, rather, how greatly

have we dishonoured thee in the whole course of

our lives ! Time after time have we forgotten thee,
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the gracious Giver of all our good things, who art

never unmindful of us. O how soon have we been
weary of doing thee service who art never weary of

doing us good. We have not only neglected thy

work, but have been disobedient to thy word, and
have walked after our own foolish and hurtful lusts,

which might long since have drowned us in destruc-

tion and perdition.

For these things we desire to pour out our hearts,

and to humble our sinful selves here before thee

;

and for the sake of that mercy of thine in Christ

Jesus, which has moved thee to spare us so long,

and to do so much for us already, we entreat thee to

pity us : Give us repentance and pardon for all that

is past, wherein we have offended thee ; whether in

omitting our duty, or failing in it, or doing contrary

to it. Howsoever we have transgressed, humble
us duly under the sense of it; and for thy dear Son's

sake absolve us thoroughly from the guilt of it.

And strengthen us, good Lord, with might by thy

spirit in the inner man ; that we may be more watch-

ful against temptation, and more victorious over our

corruptions. O destroy in us every vicious inclina-

tion, every evil habit, every rebellious motion, that

exalts itself against the knowledge of God, and of

Christ Jesus our Lord. And increase and confirm

in us, still more and more, the graces of thy holy

Spirit, especially those which thou knowest to be

most wanting in us, and most necessary for us. Fill

us with the knowledge of thy will, with faith in thy

promises, and with the fear and love of thy holy

name. Give us whatsoever shall make our lives

more comfortable to ourselves, more profitable to

others, and more honourable to thee our God. And,
whatever be our condition as to the concerns of this

present time, may we still be found in the way of
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our duty, fearing God, and working righteousness

:

may we secure our interest in the great Saviour of

the world, that when all earthly help shall fail us,

thou mayest take us up, and be the strength of our

hearts, and our portion for ever.

Day by day we magnify thee, Lord, who art

making every day a farther addition to thy mercies.

We bless thee for our last night's preservation and

protection, and for the rest and refreshment which
thou hast given us therein. O cause us to hear thy

loving kindness in the morning, for in thee do we
trust ; cause us to know the way wherein we shall

go, for we lift up our souls to thee. Cast us not

away from thy presence ; take not thy holy Spirit

from us ; but direct all our ways to please thee our

God, that thou mayest crown us with blessing and
good success. Help us to see thy power, to own thy

presence, to admire thy wisdom, and to love thy

goodness in all thy creatures. And by all the com-
forts of creatures, draw us still nearer to thyself, the

blessed Creator of every comfort; and let our medi-
tations of God be sweet as well as frequent, that, de-

lighting ourselves in the Lord, we may obtain the

desire of our hearts. Such thy mercy and grace we
beg for ourselves, and all ours, and thine, every where,
in our great Mediator's form of prayer. Our Father, &rc.

Sixth Morning Prayer.

We do here present ourselv^es this morning before

thy glorious Majesty, most blessed Lord God, de-

siring to pay unto thee that tribute of homage and
service, of prayer and praise, which is so justly due.

We desire to approach thee in such a manner, that

thou mayest mercifully ac('ept both us and our ser-

vices, at the hands of Jesus Christ. In his great
3*
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name we come to thee, at thy command, and worship

at thy footstool ; in his name we implore thy pardon
,

we entreat thee to give us an increase of thy grace,

and fresh tokens of thy love. We are not worthy
indeed that thou shouldst take notice of us, or be en-

treated by us ; but worthy is the Lamb that was slain

to take away the sins of the world; worthy is the

Lamb, that thou shouldst for his sake do more for us

than we can ask or even think ; for he has fulfilled

those holy laws which we have broken, and perfectly

satisfied thy justice for all our transgressions of them.

In him thou art a God gracious and merciful, slow

to anger and of great kindness, even to the chief ol

sinners ; in him thou art reconciled to those who de

serve nothing but to be forsaken and abhorred by

thee. We acknowledge that to us belong shame and
confusion of face ; our sins have been so multiplied,

that we might well expect thy judgment and fiery

indignation ; and if thou shouldst be extreme to mark
what is done amis^, we could not escape the curses

of th}'- holy law.

But, O gracious Father, regard not what we have

done against thy Majesty; but rather regard what
our blessed Saviour has done for our souls ; consider

not what we have made ourselves, but what he is

made of thee our God unto us. And O that Christ

may be to every one of us (what he is to all thy faith-

ful people) wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctifica-

tion, and redemption ! Let his precious blood cleanse

us from all our sins ; and let the grace of thy holy

Spirit renew and sanctify our souls. Eighteous

Father, subdue, we pray thee, our iniquities, and
mortify our lusts

;
quicken us to all the duties of thy

holy service, and enable us to perform them with

profit and delight. O let not sin reign in our mortal

bodies, that we should obey it in the lusts thereof.
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Let there be no sin in us which is not felt and hated,

bewailed and resisted by us ; let us approve our very

hearts to thee, the Searcher of them ; and let all our

ways be pleasing in the sight.

O teach us to know thee our God ; and enable us

to do thy will, as we ought to do. Give us hearts to

fear thee, and to love thee ; cause us to trust in thee,

and to adhere with faithfulness unto thee. Let nc
temptations draw us, nor any tribulations drive us,

from thee : but let all thy dispensations to us be re-

ceived as messengers of thy love to our souls ; and
let all thy dealings with us bring us nearer to thy

blessed self, and make as fitter for thy heavenly king
dom. Quicken us, O Lord, in our dulness; that

instead of dishonouring thee by our lifeless and list-

less services, we may abound in thy work, and be

fervent in spirit, serving the Lord. Make us also

faithful in all our intercourse v/ith our neighbours

Make us ready to do good, and to bear evil: make
lis just and kind, merciful and meek, peaceable and
patient, sober and temperate, humble and self-deny-

ing, inoffensive and exemplary in our conduct: that

so glorifying thee here upon earth, we may at our

departure hence, be received into the joy of our Lord,

and be for ever glorified in thy heavenly kingdom.
thou that hast kept us alive to this day, and

hast refreshed us during the night season, renew thy

mercy to us together with this morning light : thou

that makest the outgoings of the morning and even-

ing to rejoice, lift up the light of thy countenance upon
us, and make us glad with the tokens of thy love ; and
as thou art ever present with us, make us ever

sensible of thy presence, that we may duly remember
thee in all our ways, and wisely demean ourselves

in all our affairs. Be with us, good Lord, at our

going out and our coming in; and let thy grace foJ-
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low US this day, and all the days of our life. nevei

leave us, never, never forsake us ; but be our guide

unto death, in death our comfort, and after death our

everlasting portion. O hear us from heaven, thy

dwelling-place ; and, when thou hearest, have mercy ;

forgive the sins of our persons, and the sins of our

prayers ; and do more for us, than we are worthy to

expect at thy hands ; for his sake, who alone is wor-

thy : in whose comprehensive words we sum up all

our desires, Our Father, &c.

_«©@©«—

Seventh Morning Prayer.

O Lord God Almighty, thou art the sovereign

Majesty of heaven and earth, against whom all our

sins have been committed, and by whom alone they

can be pardoned I there is none but thee, by whom
our iniquities can be subdued, our souls be sanctified,

or our necessities supplied. But thou art able, and
also ready, to hear and help, to bless and save thy

people that call upon thee ; thou delightest to show
mercy, and lovest the occasions of glorifying thy com-
passion. Yfe come to thee, therefore, Lord, beg-

ging that mercy which thou knowest we extremely

want, and grace to help us in this time of our need.

We beg the same for the sake of thine infinitely

beloved Son, who alone is worthy, and in whose
precious blood is all our trust.

We are unclean, Lord, we are unclean ; and thou

mayest well abhor our guilty souls ; but O look upon
us in the Son of thy love ; and prepare us for the

mercies which thou hast treasured up for us in him.
Make us to feel the burden and the bitterness of our
sins ; nor let us ever attempt to cover and conceal

them, lest they find us out at the last, and overwhelm
us with shame and misery. Holy Father! carry on
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with power thy great work, even the work of faith

and the sanctification of our souls. Quicken us, O
Lord our God, and stir us up to thy work ; and assist

us in the performance of all our duties, which of our-

selves thou knowest we are unable to perform. Work
In us to will and to do, of thy good pleasure ; establish

the things, O Go-d, which thou hast already wrought
for us ; and go on to work mightily upon our hearts

by thy grace, till our souls are fitted for the enjoy-

ment of thy glory.

Gracious Lord, thy mercies are fresh and new to

us every morning. We have laid us down and slept,

and awaked again ; for thou hast sustained us, thou

hast kept us from the terrors of the night, and from

all evil accidents : so that we are once more risen in

peace and safety. Glory be to thee, God of our

'salvation, who art still so mindful of us ; so merciful

unto us. Go on, we pray thee, to be good to us this

day, and teach us how to demean ourselves aright,

and to order our affairs to thy glory. O direct our

undertakings, and prosper our endeavours. Rule our

hearts in thy fear and love, and keep us living to thy

praise and honour. Behold, Ave commit ourselves

to thee, and shelter ourselves under the shadow of

thy wings ; O keep us from evil, and help us to do

that which is good and pleasing to our God, through
Jesus Christ. Give us. Lord, all that we have asked
as we should ; forgive us all that we have asked
amiss; and bestow on us all things needful, which
we should have asked ; and which we continue to

ask in the comprehensive words of thy dear Son,

Our Father, &;c.

First Eveniiig Prayer for a Family.

O Lord our God! thou art infinitely great, and
infinitely good. Thy glory is above all our thoughts,
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and thy mercies are more than can be numbered. O
what cause have we to admire, and bless, and praise

thee, for making us me objects of thy love, and the

living monuments of thy goodness ! When we sur-

vey thy glorious perfections, especially as they shine

forth in the person of Jesus Christ, we are encouraged
to come unto thee, we are emboldened to call thee

Father. And though we have great and many sins

to confess, yet do we look up with confidence, trust-

ing that thou wilt pardon them, and give us power
from on high, to mortify and subdue them.

[Thou didst create us, O Lord, after thine own
blessed image, in a holy and happy estate ; but we
have made ourselves vile and miserable ; v/e are no

longer upright, but have sought out many inventions

:

we are become averse to good, and prone to evil ; yea
so full are we of all iniquity, that we are a mystery
to "ourselves; we wonder at the depravity of our own
hearts, and are astonished that thou hast not long

since cut us off in anger, and shut us up under final

despair of mercy. But thou hast declared thy willing-

ness to be reconciled even to thine enemies ; yea, thou

hast sent thine only Son into the world for this very

end ; thou hast sent him, that all might believe in

him, and that whosoever believeth in him should not

perish, but have everlasting life. O Lord, we be-

lieve ; help our unbelief; and give us true repentance

towards God, and right faith in our Lord Jesus Christ;

that we may be of the number of those who repent

and believe, to the saving of their souls.

And save us, good Lord, from the love and
course of this present evil world, and from every

Belf-destroying way which we are tempted to follow.

Make us a way to escape out of all the snares of

temptation, wherewith we have been entangled ; and
let us so experience the bitterness of sin and the ex-
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cellence of thy ways, that we may never regard either

the aHurements or discouragements of this sinful

world. Establish, strengthen, settle us, Lord; that

going forth in thy strength, we may do thy will to all

weil-pleasing, and continue in thy fear to our lives'

end.]

While we supplicate thy mercy for ourselves, we
would humbly implore thy blessing, Lord, on all

those whom we ought to remember in our prayers.

O bring nigh unto thee all those that are yet afar off;

and make manifest the savour of thy knowlege in

every place ; let such as yet sit in darkness and the

shadow of death, behold the light of thy truth, and
the joy of thy salvation. O that all who name the

name of Christ may depart from iniquity, and so live

up to their profession, as to give no just occasion for

thine enemies to blaspheme I Let it be the ambition

of all thy people to adorn the doctrme of God our

Saviour in all things, and to put to silence the igno-

rance of foolish men by w^ell-doing.

Be gracious and favourable, Lord, to thy church.

Arise, God, and plead thine ow^n cause, and main-
tain thy holy religion among us. O let not the ene-

mies of thy church ever have cause to say, that they

have prevailed against thy people ; but let those that

espouse thy cause, and stand up for the defence of

thy truth, go on and prosper ; and ever have cause to

say, The Lord be magnified, ivho hath pleasure in the

prosperity of his servants.

Give to all magistrates wisdom and courage to de-

fend thy truth, and to do right to all. Make all ministers

to be ensamples to the flock, in all righteousness and
holiness of living; and establish all of us to be an
holy people to thyself; granting us one heart, and
one way, that we may fear thee for ever, for the good
of us and of our children after us.
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Comfort all who want the comforts which we enjoy,

and reliev^e the necessities of all thine afflicted people

throughout the world. Remember all our friends and
benefactors, our kindred after the flesh, and all who
are near and dear unto us ; remember them with the

favour which thou bearest to thy people. Make them,

O Lord, such as thou wouldest have them to be, and
such as thou wilt mercifully accept to thy favour

here, and to thy kingdom hereafter. Look also upon
our enemies ; forgive them, and turn their hearts

;

and enable us to forgive them, as we hope forgiveness

at thy hands. Enable us to overcome their evil with

good ; and so to please thee in all our ways, that thou

mayest make our enemies to be at peace with us.

Hear us, God of the Spirits of all flesh ! Heai
us both for ourselves and others ; above all, O heai

the Son of thy love, pleading for us at thy right hand :

hear his all-prevailing intercessions for us, and for all

the members of his mystical body. To him we com-
mit our cause, and to thee through him ; trusting in

thy tender mercy, and ascribing to him, to thyself,

and to thy blessed Spirit, all possible honour, might,

majesty, and dominion, both now and ever. Amen.

Second Evening Frayer for a Family.

Our ever blessed and most gracious God ! thou art

the Lord and giver of our lives, and of all the bless-

ings we enjoy. To thee we owe ourselves, and all

that we are capable of rendering unto thee. For by

thee, Lord, we were created, and through thy good
Providence it is, that we have been spared and pro-

vided for unto this present time. From thee, our God,

comes all our help ; and in thee is reposed all our

hope. Thou art the bountiful giver of all the good

that our souls desire, and the merciful withholder of
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ail the evil tliat our sins deserve. We acl^nowledge

thy great and daily goodness to us, and our own ex-

ceeding unworthiness of the least of all thy mercies.

We take shame and confusion to ourselves, that we
have so little improved, and so greatly abused, all thy

patience with us, and all the various instances of thy

bounty to us. V/e confess it to be a heinous aggra-

vation of our offences that we have done so much
jigainst thee, after all the great things thou hast done
for us. But we desire, O Lord, to be humbled for

our offences ; and we entreat thy gracious favour, in

Christ Jesus, for the pardon of them. Forgive us,

we pray thee (for his sake) all the sins that ever we
have committed against thee, and absolve us from all

the evil whereof we now stand guilty before thee.

And, being justified by faith, let us have peace with
God, through our Lord Jesus Christ.

[And as we pray, that thou wilt be to us a Father
of mercies, and a God of consolation ; so we pray that

thou wilt make us followers of God, as dear children

;

ever jealous over our hearts, and watchful over our

ways : continually fearing to offend, and endeavour-

ing to please thee ; and enable us to keep our hearts

with all diligence, that they may never be hardened
through the deceitfulness of sin. Thou knowest, O
Lord, our w^eakness and our danger; thou knowest
how unable w^e are of ourselves to resist the smallest

temptation, w^hile yet we are continually exposed to the

assaults of our subtle enemy, to the allurements of an
ensnaring world, and to the corruptions of our own
treacherous hearts. We pray, therefore, good Lord,

that thou wilt arm us with the whole armour of God.
and uphold us with thy free Spirit, and evermore
watch over us for good. Especially in the times ot

our sorest trials, let us experience the strongest aids

of thy heavenly grace, that w^e may never fall a prey

to those deadly enemies that seek to devour us.

4
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And teach us, O our God, to know the day of

grace, and the time of our visitation, and to see the

things of our pepce, before they be hid from our eyes.

And while we have time, enable us to use and im-

prove it to those great ends for which thou art pleased

to continue it to us. Let us not neglect that precious

talent, but employ it with all diligence and circum-

spection for the securing of our eternal welfare.]

And seeing thou art pleased yet to hold our souls

in life, and to make us find and feel, by everjr day's

experience, how abundantly gracious and merciful

thou art, O give us hearts more sensible of thy love,

more affected with thy mercy, and more thankful for

those continued favours, which thou art pleased to

multiply unto us. And help us to show forth thy

praise, not only by speaking good of thy name, but

by ordering our conversation aright, and by adorning

the gospel of God our Saviour in all things.

And now, most merciful Father, we humbly recom-

mend ourselves, and all that we have, to thy care and
protection ; beseeching thee, for thy dear Son's sake,

to preserve and defend, to bless and keep us, both in

soul and body. We know that by reason of our weak-
ness and wickedness we are exposed to many and
great dangers ; but we commit ourselves to thee, trust-

ing that thou wilt sustain us : O be with us through

the night-season, and grant us comfortable repose ;

that our frail nature being refreshed, and our decayed

strength renewed, we may rise again better fitted for

the duties of the following day, if thou shalt be pleased

to add another day to our lives. And as thou daily

multipliest thy mercies to us, be pleased also to in-

crease our repentance, and to renew us daily after

thine image : that every day mixj not only bring us

nearer to thy kingdom, but make us fitter for the en-

joyment of that glory which thou hast prepared for

them that love thee.
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Accept these our prayers, most gracious and mer-
ciful Lord God : and, for all the good things we have

received, or at present enjoy, or hope for in future,

from thy bountiful hands, enable us to render oui

grateful thanks : and let it be our employment now.

as we hope it shall be hereafter, abundantly to uttei

the memory of thy great goodness, and to sing of thy

praise without ceasing

—

Amen and Amen.

Third Evening Praijer.

LoKD ! thou art our gracious God, our chief

Good, and our most merciful Father in Christ Jesus :

in his great name and through his prevailing media-
tion, we are encouraged still to present our persons,

and our prayers before thee. It is a privilege which
we must acknowledge ourselves utterly unworthy to

enjoy, that thou shouldst admit us into thy service,

yea, into fellowship with thy blessed self. We do
not presume to appear in the presence of thy glo-

rious Majest}^ in our own name, or trusting in any
righteousness of our own ; being conscious of so much
guilt, as might make us tremble for fear of thy judg-

ments. But we come in the name and mediation of

thy dear Son, who has fully satisfied thy justice for

our sins, and continually intercedes for us at thy right

hand. Thou lovest him infinitely above all, and de-

lightest to honour him in sparing and accepting thf

most unworthy sinners upon his account. deliver

us, most gracious Lord, for his sake, from all the

transgressions for which our hearts condemn us ; and
from all of which thou, who art greater than our

hearts, knowest us to be guilty. And seal to us a

full pardon, in his most precious blood, which speake

better things on our behalf, than we are able to speak

for ourselves.
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And may the time past of our lives suffice to have
lived to ourselves, and to have served our own lusts

and pleasures. O put an end to all our presumptuous

and treacherous dealings ; and grant us new and con-

trite hearts, that we may tremble at thy presence, and
hate and abandon every evil way. Engage to thyself,

O blessed Lord, the deepest thoughts of our minds,

the choicest affections of our hearts, and the main
tendency and activity of our souls. O let us delight

in attendance upon thee, and in communion with

thee ; nor let the vanities of this world ever divert us

from thy service, or interrupt our enjoyment of thee.

[Hear us, O Lord, for ourselves, and let our supplica-

tions also ascend before thee in the behalf of all men
living. Send thy word, and the means of grace, to

such as are yet destitute of them ; and make them
efficacious, and a savour of life, to those who now
enjoy them. Convert the unconverted, and perfect

thy good work where thou hast begun it. Give a

check to all profaneness and ungodliness, that pre-

sumptuous sinners may be ashamed, and that the

wickedness of the wicked may come to an end. O
make thy church to increase and flourish, and thy

servants to prevail and rejoice. Be gracious and
favourable to this our native land, to the head and
governors of it, and to all the inferior and particular

members. O do thou rule all our rulers, counsel all

our counsellors, teach all our teachers, and order all

the public affairs, to the glory of thy name, and to the

welfare of thy church and people. Avert from us, good

Lord, the judgments which we feel or fear; and con-

tinue to us the many temporal and spiritual advantages

which through thy favour we enjoy. And notwith-

standing all the devices of our enemies, and all the

heinous provocations of our sins, be thou still oui

reconciled God, and let us be thy happy, thy peculiar

people.
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Look down, gracious Father, on all the sons and
daughters of affliction : mercifully regard them under
the pressure of their troubles, and think thoughts of

pity and compassion towards them. sanctify thy

fatherly corrections to them, support them under their

several burdens, and in thy good time deliver them
from the furnace into which they are cast. Be gra-

cious to all our friends and neighbours, reward our

benefactors, and bless our relations with the choicest

of thy blessings. Bless also our enemies, and recon-

cile them both to us and to thyself. Dwell in all the

habitations which thou hast made houses of praj^'er,

and with all the families who call upon thy name.
Let thy heavenly blessings, and thy saving grace

descend and rest upon this family. O guide us, and
keep us ; make us wise and faithful in our duty, and
prosperous in all our lawful undertakings. Bless all

our present circumstances to us, and fit us for what-
soever changes we may be called to experience.

teach us how to want and how to abound ; and
whether we be in a prosperous or suffering condition,

secure our hearts to thyself, and make us upright be-

fore thee.]

And now, O Lord, be pleased to accept our even-

ing sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving : we would
glorify thee, the Father of mercies and the Fountain
of all goodness, for the mercies of the day past, and
for the goodness that has followed us all the days of

our life. Our lives have been filled with thy mercies,

and thou hast abounded towards us in loving kind-

ness : infinite has been the variety of the sweet and
comfortable blessings, with which thou hast loaded

us. Thou hast passed by our innumerable sins, as

though thou hadst not seen them ; and thou art still

encompassing us with mercies on every side. Im-
print, therefore, and preserve upon our hearts a lively

4#
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and grateful sense of all thy kindness to us : let our

souls bless thee; let all that is within us praise thy

holy name
;
yea, let us give thee thanks from the

ground of the heart, and praise our God, whilst we
have our being. Thy patience with us, thy care over

us, and thy continual mercy to us, demand our in-

cessant praises : to thee, therefore, O our heavenly

Father, let all thanks and praise, and love and obe-

dience, and honour and glory, be rendered by us,

and by all the Israel of God, henceforth and for ever-

more. Amen.

Fourth Evening Prayer.

O Lord, the infinite, incomprehensible God, who
wast before all, art above all, and wilt for ever be the

same ! Thou hast heaven for thy throne, and the earth

for thy footstool. Thou art here and every where
present ; thou compassest our path, and our lying

down, and art thoroughly acquainted with all our

ways. Thou searchest our hearts, and triest our

reins ; thou knowest the dulness and hardness, the

vanity and deceitfulness of our hearts ; thou seest

how difficult we find it to bring our souls into a holy

frame, and to keep them in a state fit to attend upon
thy heavenly Majesty. We were born in sin, and in

sin have we lived ; daily have we added sin to sin,

and have made ourselves children of wrath still more
by practice than we were by nature : every day of our

lives have we transgressed thy laws, abused thy mer-
cies, tempted thy patience, despised thy goodness,

offended thee more, even for thy forbearance with us;

and made the very abundance of thy grace an en-

couragement to continue in our sins. O Thou whom
we have so greatly provoked, what must we not ex-

pect if thou shouldst enter into judgment with us?
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How justly mightest thou withdraw thy tender mer-
cies from us, and pour out upon us thy wrath and
indignation to the uttermost! How justly mightest

thou leave us to feel what an evil and bitter thing it

is to trespass against thee : and make us to experi-

ence the same, in that place of torment, where is

weeping, and wailing, and gnashing of teeth, and
from whence there is no redemption.

But thou art a God of wonderful patience to bear

with smners ; and a God of infinite goodness and
mercy to forgive them, when they are truly penitent.

Thou hast said, that if the wicked forsake his way,
and the unrighteous man his thoughts, and return to

the Lord, thou wilt have mercy upon him, and abun-

dantly pardon. We humbly beg, therefore, that thou

wilt be graciously pleased to stretch forth thy powerful

hand, and to loose the chains of sin wherewith we are

tied and bound. Let it be thy good pleasure to de-

liver us from every weight of sin, and from every

yoke of bondage ; that our souls may be fitted to serve

thee with that sincerity, and readiness, and gladness,

which thou requirest of thy people. help us so to

^ee and feel, so to hate and bewail, so to confess and
forsake, our sins, that we may have a well-grounded

hope of thy forgiveness, and a comfortable persuasion

that thou hast accepted us in the Son of thy love.

And for his sake, grant thou us, O Lord, an in-

crease of thy grace, and such aids of thy holy Spirit,

as may enable us to mortify our sins, and fit us for all

the duties of thy service. Make us, O our God, to

serve thee sincerely, without hypocrisy ; cheerfully,

without dulness ; universally, without partiality; and
constantly, without falling away, or being weary of

vi^ell-doing. Thou art not weary in doing us good;
O let us never be weary in doing thee service. But
as ihou hast pleasure in the Drosperity of thy servants,
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SO let US take pleasure in the service of our Lord, and
abound in thy work and in thy love and praise ever-

more. O fill up all that is wanting, and reform what-

ever is amiss in us, and perfect that which concerns

us ; making us such in our hearts, and in our lives,

that we may obtain peace in our souls, and be made
partakers of thy heavenly glory. And be thou pleas-

ed to grant us now (out of the riches of thy grace)

the comfortable sense of thy gracious acceptance ol

as, and of thy merciful intentions towards us.

speak peace to our consciences, and say to each ol

our souls, I am thy salvation ; that so we may look

upon thee as our reconciled God and Father in Christ l|

Jesus. il

[In his great name and prevailing mediation, we
i

enlarge our petitions, in behalf of the whole race oi
i

mankind. O that all the ends of the world may re-
j

j

member themselves, and turn unto the Lord, and see
||

the salvation of our God! Do good, God, in thy
!j

good pleasure, unto Zion, and build thou the wall? i

of Jerusalem. Continue thy mercies to this guilty
||

land, whereof we are sinful members. Teach us tc
j

j

know the meaning of thy dispensations towards us
|

and help us to improve by all thy dealings with us.
|

O turn all our hearts to thee, as the heart of one man : I

}

and reform all our lives, according to the holy pattern
j

and precepts of our Lord ; that thou mayest cause
1

1

thine anger towards us to cease; and mayest go on
|j

still to take the charge of us, and never leave nor
|

forsake us.
!

Bless abundantly thy servant the president of these
'

United States. And grant unto all magistrates and
{

ministers continual supplies of thy holy Spirit, for
i

the conscientious and comfortable discharge of their
|

several duties. O bring all our neighbours near to
I

thyself; and be thou a friend to all our friends, a '
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father to t?ie fatherless, a husband to the widow, a
refuge to the oppressed, a physician to the sick, a
helper to the friendless, and a God of consolation to

the distressed and sorrowful, whatever be their trouble

and affliction. O bless to us, whatever thou art pleased

to allot us, and every thing that befalls us. Make all

to work for our good, to build us up in thy grace, and
to help us on to thy glory.]

And as thou ha^t been good and kind to us the day
past, and throughout our whole lives (for which we
desire, O Lord, humbly and thankfully to adore thy
name,) so we beg that we may experience the con-

tinuance of thy goodness to us, and of thy fatherly

care over us, this present night. O preserve and de-

fend, and bless and keep us, that no evil may befall

us, nor any plague come nigh our dwelling. Give
us sleep and rest, to refresh and strengthen us for thy

=5ervice, and for the performance of all our duties

:

md prepare us, O Lord, for our last sleep in death,

^nd for that great account that w^e must give at the

judgment-seat of Christ. O instruct and assist us, m
that great work of preparation for our everlasting

state ; that we may (in this only time of preparation)

finish the great work which thou hast given us to do,

before the night of death overtake us, wherein we
cannot work : that whenever thou shalt be pleased to

give us the summons of death, we may find nothing

to do but to die, and cheerfully resign our spirits into

.'hy gracious hands. Hear us, we entreat thee, through
he riches of thy grace, and the worthiness of thy

dear Son ; in whose merits alone we trust, and to

whom, together with thyself and the Holy Ghost, the

one God of our salvation, be all praise, and honour,
and glory, ascribed by us, and by all thy people,

from this time forth for evermore. Amen.
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Fifth Evening Prayer.

O Lord, we desire to seek thy face, and to wait

upon thee in the duties of thy worship ; and we en

treat thy gracious favour that we may be enabled to

call upon thee with our whole hearts. To whom
should we make our application but unto thee, the

Father of mercies, and the Fountain of all goodness,

who art able to do exceeding abundantly for us, even

above all that we can ask or think ; and who hast

declared thy willingness to be importuned by us ; and

thy readiness to hear and help us. O let our prayer

be now set before thee as incense, and the lifting up
of our hands be as the evening sacrifice, pleasing to

thee our God, in the Son of thy love. It is in his

blessed name alone that we have encouragement to

approach thee, and boldness to ask of thee those things

which thou knowest to be needful and expedient for

us. There is in ourselves no good thing to recom-

mend us to thy favour ; but a proneness to every

thing which is displeasing to thy Majesty, and de-

structive to our souls. We are even by nature chil-

dren of wrath, a seed of evil doers, the sinful offspring

of rebellious parents ; and ever since we began to act

we have been daily trespassing against thee, and

adding to the heavy score of our offences. There is

nothing in us, O Lord, but what may well provoke

thee to reject us : but there is enough in thy beloved

Son to procure for us the pardon of our sins, and
peace with thee. Thou didst make him to be sin for

us, that we might be made the righteousness of God
in him ; and that we might be saved by his merits,

Avhen we could not be saved by any desert of our

own works. see our sins punished in him, even

in him who was wounded for our transgressions, and

bruised for our iniquities : and as the chastisement

of our peace was upon him, so let the merit of his
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righteousness be on us : and by his stripes let our
souls be healed.

Nor do we only beg for pardon of our sins, but also

for power against them, and grace sufficient for us to

break ihem off. We long to walk more acceptably

before thee, in all the duties of righteousness and ho-

liness, which thy word has prescribed to us. O never
suffer us to be tempted above what Vv^e are able : but

make our temptations less, or thy grace in us more
sufficient to resist them ; that no iniquities may pre-

vail against us, nor any presumptuous sin have do-

minion over us. Make us more conformable to the

pattern and the precepts of our blessed Saviour ; trans-

form us more into his holy image and likeness ; that

we may not dishonour his religion nor cause the way
of truth to be evil spoken of; but may make our light

to shine before men, to the glory of thee our heavenly
Father, and to the edification of those amongst whom
we dwell.

And seeing the time of our abode in this transitory

world is so very short and uncertain, and that after

our departure hence we have an everlasting estate,

where we must be happy or miserable for ever ; O let

us not set up our rest in this world, as if we were at

home upon earth ; neither suffer us to flatter ourselves

with the hopes of a long enjoyment of those things

which perish in the using; but may we wait all the

days of our appointed time, till our change comes

;

and not only live in expectation of it, but in the daily

serious preparation for it ; in the exercise of all those
graces and good works that may make it unto us
Christ to live, and gain to die ; that in life and death
we may be always thine, safe in thy hands, and ac-

ceptable in thy sight.

And together with our own Avants, we commend to

thy mercy, O God, the necessities and distresses of
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al! our brethren throuc^hout the world. enlighten

the ignora.it, quicken the careless, awaken the secure,

convince the erroneous, reclaim the vicious, establish

the wavering, and comfort the dejected. Bring al]

to the knowledge of thy truth, and to a cheerful obe-

dience to thy holy will ; that so they may attain to

the blessed hope of thy glory, and the eternal salva-

tion of their immortal souls. We pray (as more par-

ticularly bound) for all our magistrates and ministers ;

for all our friends and relations ; for all thy servants,

and for all the afflicted throughout the world ; and
more especially for those for whose happiness and
salvation thou knowest us to be chiefly concerned. O
do thou for us, and for them, as thou knowest best

and most needful and expedient, for thine own mercy's

sake in Christ Jesus.

[And as we pray to thee for what we want, so we
desire to praise thee for all that we have received at

thy hands. And blessed be thy name, O Lord, that

we have any thing (yea that we have so many things)

to bless and praise thee for. O what shall we render

to the Lord for all his benefits ? Let not our hearts

be shut and straitened tov/ards thee, whose hand is

every day so open unto us; but do thou possess and

enlarge these hearts of ours with more love, and
greater thankfulness to thee, that we may both give

thee thanks, and glorify thy name, for evermore.

And now that the night is upon us, and v:e are

ready to betake ourselves to rest, we commit ourselves

to thy gracious care and protection, well knowing
that thou, who never sleepest nor slumberest, art the

watchful guardian of thy favoured people. O watch
over us we pray thee, for good, that none of the evils

which our sins have merited may befall us. Protect

us both from the works and from the powers of dark-

ness, and preserve us from all the terrors and dangers
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through the night. Let all our sins, this day, or at

any former time committed, be removed out of thy
sight; and lift up upon us the light of thy counten-
ance, that we may lie down with a sweet sense of thy

favour, and a comfortable assurance that thou hast

accepted us in the Son of thy love ; for whom., and
to whom, with thy eternal Self, and Holy Spirit, be
all thanks and praise, and honour and glory, ascribed

by us, and by all thy church, from this time forth for

evermore.] Amen.

^ixth Evening Prayer.

O Lord, our God, m.ost high and mighty, most
wise and holy, most just and good! Thou art, and
ever wast, and ever shall continue, unspeakably bless-

ed and glorious, above all that we are able to express

or to conceive. Thou dost not need the services of

men or angels to make the least addition to thy glory

or bliss. Men cannot be profitable unto God; nor

can our goodness extend to the Lord. But, in kind-

ness and love to our souls, thou hast been pleased to

lay thy commands upon us, and to appoint that we
should wait upon thee in the duties of thine imme-
diate service ; which is the blissful employment of all

the hosts of heaven. Thou humblest thyself even
when thou beholdest the things that are in heaven, or

regardest the worship of those blessed creatures above.

O how wonderful is thy condescension then, that thou

shouldst look down upon us, poor sinful worms, who
dwell in houses of clay, and whose foundation is in

the dust! Lord, what is man that thou takest know-
ledge of him, and the son of man that thou makest
account of him ! Thou canst not at all need us, or

any thing of ours, O blessed God; but we all stand

in continual need of thee, our only sovereign good j

5
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in need of thy mercy and forgiveness, thy grace and
guidance, thy blessing and assistance ; without which
we can never hope to escape the misery, which is the

wages due to our sins : nor ever to attain that glory,

which is the free gift of God in Christ Jesus.

The desire of our souls, therefore, is to thy name,
O Lord, and to the remembrance of thee. Our eyes

are towards thee, and all our expectation is from thee :

and still we wait, and call, and depend upon thee, till

thou have mercy upon us, according to our several

necessities, and according to the multitude of thy ten-

der mercies. remember not against us our former

miquities ; enter not into judgment with us according

to our desert ; but according to thy mercy remember
thou us, for thy goodness sake, Lord. Blot out our

transgressions as a cloud; and justify us freely by
thy grace, through the redemption that is in Christ

Jesus. And bless us, O God of our salvation, in

turning us from all our iniquities, and in giving us

grace, that we may repent and amend our lives ac-

cording to thy holy word.

And to this end, be thou pleased to enlighten our

dark minds with the beams of thy saving truth : O
let us not be unwise, but understanding what the will

of the Lord is. Keform our depraved wills, inclining

them to a cheerful compliance with all the motions

of thy good Spirit. Regulate our unruly passions

;

purify our corrupt affections ; and convert all the

faculties of our souls, that they may be instruments

of thy glory, as they have been of thy dishonour : and
make our bodies fit temples for thy holy Spirit. Yea,

sanctify us wholly in body, soul, and spirit, that we
may adorn thy Gospel in all holy conversation and
godliness.

And quicken us, O Lord, to hear thy voice, wh-ile it

is called to-day ; that we may make haste, and not
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delay, to keep thy commandments. O keep us fre-

quently and affectionately mindful of the shortness of

our time, the frailty of our lives, and the uncertainty

of our continuance in this perishable world ; where
we have no continuing city, but are strangers and
sojourners with thee, as all our fathers were. O let

the remembrance of this have a prevailing influence

upon us, to crucify the world to us, and us unto the

world : let it make us more deeply concerned for our

everlasting welfare, and more carefui to improve every

present good for our souls* eternal advantage. Let
the work of thy grace be daily advancing in our

hearts, that we may grow in grace as we grow in

years, and be continually ripening for the full enjoy-

ment of thy glory.

[The same things we beg also in behalf of all whom
we ought to remember in our prayers. O forgive the

sins, and relieve the miseries of thy sinful creatures

throughout all the world. Enlarge the borders of thy

church, and add to it daily such as shall be saved. O
that all who are called Christians may be Christians

indeed, not onl}?- believing thy word, but walking as

becometh the gospel of Christ. Let the Church which
thou hast planted amongst us be thy continual care:

watch over it, O Lord, for good ;
preserve it night

and day ; let no weapon formed against it prosper.

Make all our magistrates to be men fearing God and
eschewing evil. And that all icho are called to

serve at thine altar, may be in a more especial man-
ner blessed with compassionate hearts and exemplary
lives. Make them wise to win souls ; make them
faithful, industrious, and successful, in their sacred

office, as workmen that need not be ashamed. Bless

and prosper all the seminaries of sound learning and
religious education. Bless all orders and ranks of

people amongst us : let them all know thee from the
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least to the greatest ; and so order their conversation

aright, that they may see the salvation of God. Re-
member for good all those loho have leen any loay in-

strumental to our good I and let all who have injured

lis receive forgiveness at thy hands. Look upon all

that mourn in Zion ; give unto them beauty for ashes,

the oil of joy for mourning, and the garment of praise

for the Spirit of heaviness. Teach those who are in

health and prosperity to remember and provide for

the time of trouble, sickness, and death ; and make
all ofevery condition to be mindful of their duty, that

thou mayest remember them in mercy, and be their

God and portion for ever.]

Our own unworthiness would make us despair of

obtaining all these great and good things which we
beg at thy hands, O Lord : but the remembrance of

thy tender mercy, and thy continual bounty puts life

into our hopes, and encouragement into our prayers,

and leaves us no reason to doubt of finding mercy
with thee. And blessed for ever be thy name, that

we have so much to say of thy goodness by our own
experience : that thou hast in so many things made
us to differ from thousands of our fellow creatures.

good Lord ! continue thy gracious favour to us,

and thy fatherly care over us, this night. As we go
to rest after the labours of the day, so help us daily

to do thy work, that we may enter into that rest

which remains for thy people at the close of life.

Renew to us day by day thy pardoning mercy, and
supply us daily with thy grace, that we may finish

our course with jo}^ and at the end of this life be re-

ceived into thy glory. All of which we beg in the

name and for the sake of our only Redeemer ; for

whom we thank thee ; and to whom, with thyself, O
Father, and the Holy Ghost our Comforter, in the

unity of the ever blessed Trinity be all praise, and
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honour, and glory ascribed by us, and by all the

Israel of God, now and for evermore. Amen.

Seventh Evening Frayer.

O Lord, thou great and glorious God, infinite in

power, wisdom, and goodness ! Thou hast created all

things by thine almighty hand I thou sustainest and
orderest all things by thy wise and righteous provi-

dence ; and thy mercy is everlasting, and over all

thy works. O who is able to express, who is able to

conceive, the exceeding riches of thy grace and good-

ness ! In what a plentiful measure have thy bounties

been poured out upon us thy sinful creatures, who
deserve nothing from thee, but to be forsaken and
abhorred by thee ! This day, and every day of our
lives, Lord, we have tasted largely of thy mercy,
and been altogether preserved by thy fatherly care.

But, notwithstanding all thy patience and gracious

dealings with us, and all the repeated pledges of thy

favour towards us, O how ill have we requited thy
love ! And what unsuitable returns have we made for

all thy great and continued goodness that we have
experienced ! Beside the guilt of our inbred corrup-

tion, which, as a sore burden, hangs heavy upon us,

we are amazed at the greatness and multitude of all

our other sins that we have committed against thee

;

against the light and teachings of thy gospel ; against

the dictates and strivings of thy Spirit; against the

love and sufferings of thy Son ; against all the pa-

tience and forbearance which thou hast exercised

towards us. Lord, we have given thee so great

provocation, that we have reason to fear lest thou
shouldst forsake us utterly, and cause the day of thy
patience to end. Well may we be afraid that thou
wilt grant us no more of that grace which we have
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SO greatly abused, nor any supplies of that holy Spirit

whom we have so often resisted. And what have
we now to expect from thee, O Lord ! what but judg*

ment, if it were not that thy mercy rejoices over

judgment! Thy word assures us, that thou delightest

not in the death of sinners, but rather that ihey should
turn to thee and live : and therefore it is that thou
still leavest us these opportunities to plead with thee

for the life of our souls. But what have we to plead ?

Nothing, Lord, in ourselves ; our hope is only in thee :

we plead I'herefore thine own gracious nature, thy

merciful inclinations, thine exceeding great and pre-

cious promises, which thou hast freely made to re-

turning sinners. Thou hast sent thine only Son to be

our almighty Saviour; and he that did no sin was
manifested to take away our sins. O then fgr his

sake be pleased to pity us, to spare us, to forgive us.

Turn away thy wrath from us ; receive us to thy

blessed favour; and comfort us with the sure per

suasion that our iniquities are forgiven.

And because such is the infirmity of our nature,

that without thy grace we have not the least power to

keep ourselves even from the greatest sins, grant

us the increase of thy grace, and the help of thy good
Spirit, that we may be fortified against all tempta-

tions, and be made thy willing and faithful servants.

And be pleased, O Lord, yet further to discover and
manifest thyself to our souls, that we may know aright

thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou

hast sent. And give us power from on high, that we
may be able to live according to that light which thou

art pleased to impart into us ; that we may not hold

the truth in unrighteousness, but may walk in the

light as children of the light. O let us not only be

almost, but altogether Christians : let us be true pen-

itents, sincere converts, and sound believers. And
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chou, that workest all in all, finish in us the work
of thy grace, that we n^ay have cause to give thee

praise and glory to all eternity.

These things. Lord, we beg not only for ourselves,

but for all who partake of oar nature, for all whom
thou hast made capable of eternal happiness. More
especially we pray for thy whole church, wheresoever

or howsoever disposed of throughout all the earth

:

for the President of the United States, and all our

rulers and counsellors ; for our ministers and teach-

ers; for our relations and neighbours; our friends

and benefactors ; and for all thy afflicted, whatsoever

be their trials and troubles. O supply all their wants,

and fulfil all their desires, in such a manner as thy

wisdom sees best, for thy own mercy's sake in Christ

Jesus.

Thou, Lord, art the great Preserver of men, who
has kept and blessed us this day, and all our days.

Praised be thy name for all thy goodness, which we
have so long and largely experienced. O make us

sensible of thy kindness, and thankful for it as we
ought to be. Take care of us, Lord, and be gra-

cious to us this night. Give us not only bodily rest

in our beds, but rest for our souls in thy blessed self;

and be thou our God and guide, our hope and help,

our joy and comfort, our all in all, this night and
for evermore. Amen.

Morning Prayer for the Lorcfs Bay.

MOST blessed and gracious Lord God, whose
almighty hand has brought us out of nothing, to en-

joy the comforts of life; and whose free grace has

called us out of a state worse than nothing, to the

hope of thy heavenly glory ! We bless thy name, that

thou hast conducted us safe through all states and
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conditions of our lives, to see the comfartable light ot

this day ; and we glorify thee that we have yet a day
of grace wherein to seek the things belonging to our

peace. We adore thee for having so far consulted

the good of our souls, as to set apart this day for holy

uses, that we might engage in a solemn attendance

upon thee, in whose service consists all our honour
and happiness. O how much higher might we have
been in thy favour, how much nearer to thee our God,
and fitter for thy heavenly kingdom, had we rightly

used, and conscientiously improved, those means oi

grace which thou hast been pleased to afford us.

But we have been cruel to our own souls, as well

as disobedient to thee, our Lord ; many times iosins

the opportunities of appearing before thee ; and shun
ning as a task what was our highest privilege : and
even when we have set ourselves to seek thy face, it

has been with su-ch coldness and dulness, such wan-
derings and distractions, that thou mightest justly

abhor and despise us.

But be thou pleased to look upon us in the Son of

thy love, who is the Lord our peace and our righteous-

ness ; and forgive us all that is past, wherein we have
neglected thy work or performed it amiss, or done
what was inconsistent with it. Help us, God of

our salvation, and deliver us both from the bands and
burden of our guilt; and purge away all our sins, for

the glory of thy name : O let not our offences stand

as a partition wall, to hinder the ascent of our prayers

to thee, or the descent of thy blessings upon us. But
let thy peace and love shine into our souls ; that we
may see the felicity of thy chosen, and draw water
with joy out of the wells of salvation.

O let us not rest in any forms of godliness denyinof

the power thereof; let us not take up with the name
and profession of Christianity ; but be swayed with
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its life and power. And let the gospel of our Lord,

and the graces of thy good Spirit shine forth in our

lives, to the glory of thee our heavenly Father. O
gracious God be with us, and with all the ministers

and stewards of thy mysteries, who are this day to

speak in thy name ; furnish them with abilities ne-

cessary for their great work; and enable them to

suit themselves to the capacities and necessities of

their several hearers. And grant, Lord, unto us, and
unto all the hearers of thy holy word, humble and
teachable spirits ; that we may receive thy truth in

the love of it, so as to profit and grow by it. O do

thou remove all the hindrances of our spiritual im-

provement, that thy word may have free course and
be glorified amongst us. And let us this day go forth

in the strength of the Lord God : let thy grace and
blessing accompany all our endeavours ; that having
served thee imperfectly upon earth, we may attain to

the full enjoyment of thee in heaven, and glorify thee

in the perfection of holiness for ever and ever.

And let thy grace and blessing, thy love and fel-

lowship, thy direction and assistance, heavenly
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be with us, and with

all for whom we ought to pray, this day and for ever-

more. Amen,

Second Mor7iing Prayer for the Lord's Day.

O Lord, the great almighty God, thou art the

Giver of life and strength, and of all grace and good-

ness, without thee we can do nothing ; but through

thy gracious assistance we are enabled to do all things

which thou requirest at our hands; we humbly pray

thee to bs graciously present with us, and powerfully

assistant to us this day, to direct and quicken us in

all the duties of thy holy service. O forgvie our
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iniquities, and remember not the sins against us,

which may justly provoke thee to hide thy face from

us. But according to thy mercy, remember thou us,

O Lord, and accept us, and our poor imperfect ser-

vices, at the hands and for the sake of Jesus Christ.

leave us not in the dulness and hardness, the

vanity and deceitfulness, of our own depraved hearts ;

but show the power of thy heavenly grace, to fix our

thoughts, to kindle our affections, and to keep us in

a devout and holy frame ; work mightily in us, we
beseech thee, and give us that preparation of heart,

witbout which we cannot serve thee acceptably, or

enjoy communion with thee. O let us not come be-

fore thee in formality and hypocrisy; but let our

souls, and all that is within us, be taken up in a

reverent, faithful, and affectionate attendance upon
thee. Nor let us serve thee of constraint, only be-

cause we must ; but with all readiness and gladness,

as delighting to be so engaged ; let thy pleasure be

ours, and thy service be the joy of our hearts. help

us so to sanctify thy day, that it may be a means ot

promoting the sanctification of our souls. Let us

engage in exercises befitting this holy day; and not

profane it to any vain or vicious purposes ; but on the

Lord's day may we abound in the work of the Lord

,

not doing our own works, or finding our own pleasure,

or speaking our own words, in the day which thou

hast hallowed for thyself: but may we rest from all

our sinful ways, as well as from our common labours

;

and so delight ourselves in the Lord, that thou mayest
give us the desire of our hearts. Bless to us thy

word, O gracious Father, and all the means of grace

which through thy favour we enjoy : let us never
use them in vain, or to our hurt: but may they ever

conduce to the instruction of our minds, the reforming

of our lives, and the saving of our souls ; may we
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expect to find good from thine ordinances ; nor let us
ever be disappointed of our hope ; but let us be edified

by means of them ; let us grow in grace and in the

knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ ; till the end of

them be fully answered upon us, and we be made
such as thou requirest us to be in all holy conversa-

tion and godliness.

Thou hast said that they who love thy law have
great peace, and that they shall never be turned from
thy way. dear Lord, increase our love to thy
word, which the angels desire to look into ; and make
our souls pliable and submissive, that we may be ruled

by it in all things, and be cast in the very mould of

thy gospel.

heavenly Father, command a blessing upon all

our pious designs and endeavours this day : bless thy
servants whom thou hast appointed to break the bread
of life to our souls, that they may speak thy word as

they ought to speak, and give to every one his por-

tion in due season. And let the word which they
deliver be for the conviction and comfort of many
souls. thou that hast the key of David, th-at open-
est and no man shutteth, thou that speakest to the

heart, and givest the increase, open our understand-
ings to receive thy truth, both in the light and love

of it : and set it home so powerfully upon our hearts,

and root it so deeply in our souls, that the fruits of it

may appear in our lives ; and that we may not be
forgetful hearers, but doers of thy word.
And grant, O gracious God, that our services this

day may be such, as may tend to our advantage in

the great day of thy appearing and glory : let us so

hallow these sabbaths upon earth, that hereafter we
may be admitted to the joyful celebration of the eter-

nal sabbath in heaven ; there w^ith all the church
triumphant, to laud and magnify thy glorious name,
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an-d to enjoy thy love, and sing thy praise, for ever.

And now, Lord, for the addition of this sabbath we
bless thee ; for the benefit of thy word, and for the

ordinances of thy worship, we glorify thy name; yea.

for all the means of grace, and for the hopes of glory,

to thee, the God of all grace, be praise and honour,

and glory rendered by us, and by all thy people, from
this time forth, and for evermore. Amen.

Prayer for any intermediate Time of the Lord's Day.

O Lord, the God of glory, who fiUest heaven and
earth with thy presence, fill my heart (I pray thee)

with thy grace, and with a consciousness that thine

eye is upon me ; that I may demean myself as in

thine immediate presence, and serve thee on earth

as thou art served above, where thousand thousands

minister unto thee, and ten thousand times ten thou-

sand stand before thee. happy are they who sur-

round thy throne, and are ever occupied in the con-

templation of thy majesty, and the fruition of thy

love : who have an everlasting period put to all their

sins, and troubles, and temptations ; and have their

souls perfected in holiness, their hearts filled with

joy, and their mouths opened to utter without ceasing

the everlasting praises of their God. O Lord, look

down from heaven, the habitation of thy holiness and
thy glory ; and behold with pity the poor remnant
of thy heritage, who are yet upon their warfare and
pilgrimage in this present evil world, beset with many
and powerful enemies, and groaning for deliverance

from the bondage of corruption, that they may be

brought into the glorious liberty of the children of

God.
O good Lord, pardon every one of us, who now

prepare and set ourselves to seek thy face, and to
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meet and enjoy thee in the ordinances of thy wor-

ship. Though we be not cleansed according to the

purification of the sanctuary, accept us in thy beloved

Son, according to what v/e have; and fill us with

thy good Spirit, to make us what we should be. O
give unto me in particular, though the most unworthy

of thy creatures, a devout and contrite heart; that I

may not merely utter words of prayer, or rest in any

forms of godliness, but may serve thee with my spirit,

and lift up my heart to thee, and have (as much as

possible) my conversation in heaven.

It is good for men to draw nigh to God: in whose
service consists all true honour and bliss. let my
heart rejoice in seeking the Lord; and v/ith great

liveliness, and love, and cheerfulness, let me frequent

thy ways, and study thy word, and admire thy works,

and magnify thy name. I bless thee, my God, that

thou hast given me an understanding to know thee,

d. heart to love thee, and a soul capable of waiting

upon thee in the duties of thy holy service, and of

enjoying thee in thy heavenly glory. I bless thee

for all the opportunities and advantages which I have,

to serve thee, and to work out my salvation. I adore

thee for the ministry of reconciliation committed to

thy servants : for all their labours, and writings, and
i

preachings ; and for all other means of grace and I

assistances in this my warfare.

give me such a love to thy word, that I may
I

value it above all the wealth of tlie world, and relish

it better than all the pleasures of the flesh : and esteem

it more than my necessary food. Enable me to re-

ceivf^ it, not only in the light, but in the love thereof;

that [ may live and grow by it, and attain the salva-
j

tion which it sets before me. And give me, Lord, a

heart to fear thee, and to keep thy commandments
always, that it may go well with me, both now and

6
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for ever. O let me so make thy word tlie rule of my
life, that it may also be the ground of my hope; aud
while ii is sounding in my ears, do thou apply it with

an irresistible energy to my soul, that I may be made
obedient to it in the day of thy power. And let there

be such a transcript of the gospel in my life, that I

may not only hear what it says, but be such as it de-

scribes. gracious God ! continue the light and

joyful sound of thy gospel amongst us ; and help us

so rightly to use it, and to profit by it, that we may
have reason to bless and praise thee for it to all eter-

nity. O that every sabbath may add yet more and
more to our stature in Christ Jesus ; and that we may
so sanctify thy sabbaths now, that in the end we may
enjoy the sabbath of thine eternal rest ; there to dwell

in thy sight, and rejoice in thy love, and triumph in

thy praise for evermore. Amen.

First Eveniiig Prayer for the Lorcfs Day.

O Lord, our God ; thou art infinitely good^ and
hast showed us v/hat is good, and what thou requirest

of us, that it may go well with us both now and to all

eternity. Thou sendest out thy light and thy truth

amongst us ; thou makest the way of life and salva-

tion plain before us ; and thou givest us many oppor-

tunities to further us in the knowledge of that way
which leads to the kingdom of thy glory. We have

line upon line, and precept upon precept ; thou sendest

thy messengers early and late, to open and apply thy

word; to give us calls and warnings, directions and
exhortations ; and to promote, by all possible means,
our edification here, and our salvation for ever. Thou
hast not been wanting to us, Lord ; but we have
been exceedingly wanting to ourselves ; for, O ! how
have we loved darkness rather than light, and chosen
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to follow our own foolish and hurtful lusts, rather

than to be gui-ded by thy blessed word ! So little have
we improved the precious talents which thou hast put

into our hands, that thou mayest justly take away the

gospel of the kingdom from us, and give it to another

people, who shall bring forth fruits more worthy of

it. Because thou hast called, and w^e have refused

;

thou hast stretched forth thy hands, and we have not

regarded ; thou mayest leave us to our own perverse-

ness and impenitence, to add sin unto sin, till our

iniquities become our ruin.

But, O Lord God, merciful and gracious; we
humbly beseech thee that thou wilt not so enter into

judgment with thy servants ; but in mercy pardon all

our contempt of thy word, and our abuse of all the

means of grace which thou hast afforded us. And
help us for the time to come, to use and improve such

gracious opportunities to the glory of thy name, and
the benefit of our own souls. As the rain descends

from heaven and returns not thither, but waters the

earth, and makes it fruitful, so let thy word not return

unto thee void ; but let it accomplish thy good plea-

sure, and prosper in that whereunto thou art pleased

to send it. O make it instrumental and effectual to

work thy grace, where it is not ; and to establish and

increase it, where it is ; and let it build us all up in

the fear and love of God, and in the knowledge and

faith of our Lord Jesus Christ.

And though we cannot now find, upon the review

of our services this day, that we have duly kept a day

holy to the Lord
;

^-^et let it not be a lost day to us,

nor thy word as water spilt upon the ground ; but let

thy good Spirit bring thy word to our remembrance,

and cause it to be an engrafted word, able and effect-

ual to save our souls. And as we have been taught

how we ought to walk, and to please thee our God,
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SO help US to walk more worthy of thee : and to be

more ready to every good work, which may be pleas-

ing in thy sight, through Jesus Christ.

[At his hands, merciful God, we beg thy gracious

acceptance of our praise and tha^nksgiving, for all the

blessings which thou hast so freely conferred upon
us, and so long continued to us. Thou hast dealt

graciously with us, blessed Lord, and been excetd-

ing kind to us, not only beyond all that we had red-

son to expect, but above all that we are able to ex-

press. We bless thy name, O heavenly Father, that

in so many respects thou hast made us to differ from
multitudes in the world, who are destitute of the

comforts of this life, and the hopes of a better, which
through thy special favour we enjoy. We acknow-
ledge thee in all ; and we desire to ascribe unto thee

all the praise and glory. Particularly would our

souls now bless thee for the mercies which we have
experienced this day: for thy house open to us; for

the word of salvation sounding in our ears, and for

thy blessed Spirit striving with our hearts. O that

we may not receive the grace of God in vain; and
that thy mercies may not be lost upon us : But let us

act more worthy of that care and kindness, which we
have so long and largely experienced; let us thank-

fully receive, and carefully improve thy distinguish-

ing favours ; let us not provoke thee to withdraw thy

tender mercies from us : but do thou still continue

thine accustomed goodness to us : increase and mul-

tiply thy blessings upon us ; and rejoice over us to

do good.]

In mercy pardon all which thy pure and holy eyes

have seen amiss this day, in any of our thoughts or

desires, our words or actions. O pardon our neglect

of what we should have done, and the guilt which we
have contracted in all that we have attempted to do .
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forgive the iniquities of our holy things : and enter

not into judgment with us, even according to the best

of our works and services; but overlook all our sins

and failings, and imperfections, for the sake of our

great Mediator and Redeemer, who appears in thy

presence, and ever lives at thy right hand, to make
intercession for us. To him, as the blessed Author of

our hopes and happiness; and to Thee, who didst

vouchsafe to deliver him up for us; and to that bless-

ed Spirit who has revealed him to us, be all praise,

and honour, and glory, humbly and heartily ascribed

by us, and by ail thy church, now and for evermore.

Amen.

Second Evening Prayer for the Lord's Day.

O Lord, thou art good to the soul that seeks thee.

By numberless invitations, and by all the endearments

of thy love, thou encouragest poor sinners to come
unto thee. Thou dost not bid us seek thy face in

vain, or serve thee for nought : thou hast pleasure in

the prosperity of thy servants, and givest not accord-

ing to our poor imperfect services, but according

to thine infinitely rich and tender mercies : thou

givest us eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

It is not any thing in thy laws, gracious Lord, but

the sinfulness of our depraved nature, that makes any
of them seem grievous to us : they are all holy and
just, and good, tending only to promote our present

and eternal happiness. Nor is it any thing in thy

blessed service, but the indisposedness of our own
vile hearts, that makes any part of that employment
tedious to us, which is the work and joy of angels;

and which it is our wisdom, our honour, our interest,

and our happiness to perform. Holy God, we are all

as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are
6^
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as filthy rags; nor can we ever hope to be justified

in thy sight upon the account of any works or worth

of our own : for by our own hearts and deeds we are

reproved and condemned ; and should be left speech-

less in the judgment, if thou, O Lord, shouldst call

us to account, according to the merits even of our

best services. But we desire to take refuge under

the shadow of our crucified Saviour : and to be found

in him, not having our own righteousness, but that

which is by the faith of Jesus Christ; that the shame
of our nakedness may be covered, and all our sinful

deformities be hid from thine eyes. And we entreat

thee to forgive us mercifully, and receive us gra-

ciously, and love us freely in the Son of thy love, in

Avhom thou art well pleased.

Command a blessing, we pray thee, Lord, upon
the word which this day we have heard, and upon all

the means of grace that have been used for the good

of our souls. It is not of him that planteth, nor of

him that w^atereth, but of thee, our God, who givest

the increase. O be thou pleased to second the preach-

ing of thy word with the pow^erful influences of thy

grace and holy Spirit; that it may be the savour of

life to our souls, and the power of God to our salva-

tion. let us so hide thy word in our hearts, that

we may not (as we have done) sin against thee, but

may have it as a treasure within us, to aid us in

every hour of temptation, and in every time of need.

Apply it to our hearts, that we may walk more hum-
bly and dosely with our God, and more conscien-

tiously and circumspectly before thee ; and be so

obedient to the holy precepts of thy word, that finally

we may enjoy the great and precious promises con-

tained in it.

Supply, Lord, by the immediate teachings of thy

Spirit, the want of thy public ordinances to all such
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as through any unavoidable impediments are k-^pt

from them. And continue to us, O gracious Lord,
the light of thy gospel, and all the happy opportuni-

ties which we enjoy for our souls' advantage. Pre-

serve us also, by thy grace, from the curse of barren-

ness ; and that thine ordinances may not rise up in

judgment against us. O make them now effectual

for our good : cause them to accomplish in us all the

purposes of thy grace ; and let their sanctifying

efficacy shine forth with a convincing splendour of

our lives.

[And now we give thanks (as we are infinitely

bound) to thee, O Lord God, our heavenly Father,

for the mercies of this day ; and for thy great mercy
and goodness that has followed us all the days of our
lives. O how wonderful is thy patience and long-

suffering, that thou shouldst all day long stretch forth

thy hands to a rebellious and gainsaying people !

And how unwearied thy kindness and love, that thou

still loadest us with benefits, notwithstanding our past

abuse of them, and impartest even the greatest mer-
cies to us, who have deserved nothing but judgments
at thy hands ! Blessed be thy name, O most merciful

Father, that thou hast defended us from so many
dangers in our lives, which threatened to destroy us

;

and delivered us out of so many troubles, under which
we should have sunk and perished, if thou hadst not

been nigh to us, and done great things for us. We
bless thee for our health and plenty, peace and liberty;

for the use of our reason, limbs, and senses ; and for

the comforts of all thy good creatures ; for the kind-

ness of friends ; for the benefits and refreshments of

society, and the success and prosperity of our affairs

in the world. But above all, we bless thee for thy

mercies and blessings relating to the world to come

,

for Jesus Christ, and all spiritual blessings in heavenly
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things in him ; for remembering us in our low estate,

and sending eternal redemption to us by the hands ol

thy dear Son ; for the light and direction of thy word
,

for the teachings and strivings, the aids and conso-

lations of thy Spirit ; for all the means and helps

which we have to do us good; for all thy grace

wrought in us, and bestowed upon us ; and for all

the discoveries and hopes of eternal glory, which thou

hast given to us. O how infinitely indebted are we
to the kindness and love of God our Saviour ! O that

we may ever be sensible and thankful as we ought

!

And with all that thou hast given us, blessed Lord,

give us hearts filled with thy love, and lifted up in

thy praise, and devoted to thy service.

We can only acknowledge the debt, which we can

never pay. We cannot praise thee according to the

riches of thy grace, and the multitude of thy mercies ;

but we desire to bless and praise, with all the capaci-

ties and abilities wherewith thou hast blessed us.

And help us, O Lord our God, to glorify thy name,
not only in speaking to thy praise, but in so entirely

devoting ourselves to thy service, that we may be

thine in faithfulness and in the sincerity of our

hearts, even all the days of our lives.]

O make us truly penitent and humbled for all which
this day we have done amiss ; and make us unfeign-

edly thankful for all the good that we have received

,

and for all which thou hast, in any manner or measure,

enabled us to do aright. The evil is from ourselves

alone, and to us belong shame and confusion of face

for it ; but all the good is of thy free grace, and thy

mere mercy ; and to thy blessed name, O Lord our

God, be all the praise and glory rendered, with the

most sensible and grateful hearts, now and for ever-

more. Amen.
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A Confession of the Sins forbidden, ivith Prayer for
Grace to perfom the Duties enjoiiied in the Com-
mandments : {preparatory to the Sacrament , or

at any time of humiliation.)

O Lord, the great and glorious God ! against

whom I have grievously offended ; and who for my
sins art justly displeased ; I know not where to be-

gin or end the rehearsal of all my transgressions

;

which are more than I can remember, and greater

than I can express.

Thou art God alone, and there is none beside thee.

Thou hast an absolute right over me ; and thou alone

art worthy to be worshipped and served by me. But,

O Lord my God, other lords beside thee have had

dominion over me. I have idolized things in myself,

and in this present world ; and have set them in the

stead of God ; either disbelieving thy being, or for-

getting thy presence, or disliking to retain thee in

my thoughts, or living without thee in the world. I

have not improved in thy knowledge, an^werably to

the means of instruction w^herewith thou hast blessed

me. And that I have not better knowledge of God,

it is my shame ; it is altogether owing to m,y sinful

dulness and negligence in that which most of all con-

cerns me. I have not had all my expectations from

thee, nor my whole dependence upon thee, nor my
chief hope and delight in thee: but have sought my
happiness in creature comforts and worldly enjoy-

ments. O how have I hardened my heart against

the fear of thee, who couldst in one moment destroy

me, both body and soul in hell! How have I sinned

against the clear light which thou hast caused to shine

upon mo ! And how have I shut my heart against the

love of thee, my chief good ; notwithstanding thou

hast been doing me good, and laying fresh obligations

upon me, with thy renewed favour every day.
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I have conceived injurious, unbecoming' thoughts

of thine infinite greatness and goodness, till I have
become vain and wicked in my imaginations ; think-

ing the most high and glorious God to be even such

a one as myself. And instead of worshipping thee

in spirit and in truth, it has been after my own fancy

and humour ; in a formal, customary manner.
O what light account have I made of thy great

name ; and what little zeal have I showed for thine

honour and glory : how have I disregarded thy word
and works, thy mercies and judgments, thy calls and
warnings, and all thine offers and invitations : and
either neglected the offices of thy worship, or profaned

thy holy things, and abused religious duties, to cover

my own off'ences ; drawing nigh to thee with my
mouth, when my heart has been far from thee.

Thy day I have not remembered as I ought, to keep
it holy ; but bave used, as common, what thou hast

set apart for sacred ; and borne the holy season as a

burden, and made bold with thy hallowed time, to

spend it upon my sloth, and lusts, and worldly trifles,

and carnal indulgences.

how have 1 failed and sinned in all my rela-

tions. As a superior, in pride and vanity ; as an
inferior, in stubbornness and envy; as a parent and
child, master and servant, friend and neighbour ; not

discharging my duty in any capacity as I ought.

How careless have I been of my own and othei

souls ! How passionate and unmerciful, contentious

and revengeful ! Bitter in my words, malicious io

my heart; tempting some to commit sin; neglecting

to keep others from the commission of it ; and not

exerting my utmost endeavours to do good unto all.

[0 Lord ! I am unclean, unclean ! defded with

filthy imaginations in my head, and lustful desires

in my heart, which have often broke out into cor^-uj-t
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communication, and indecent levity, and intemperate
living after the flesh. Yea, I have been guilty in

forsaking the blessed Bridegroom ofmy soul, to clsave

to lying vanities ; and to keep up that friendship with
the world which is enmity with God.]

I have been unfaithful in the unrighteous mammon,
and not honoured thee with my substance ; nor done
the good which thou hast made me capable of doing

;

but by idleness and injurious intrenching on the rights

of others, or by profuse consuming my portion on my
own lusts, I have been a sacrilegious usurper of thy
good creatures.

[0 ! what sinful liberties have I taken, in speaking
evil of my neighbours ! using them in my words as

I would ill consent to be used : slandering and revil-

ing, dissembling, or rash judging; and often wrong-
ing the truth ; to avenge, to excuse, or to exalt myself.]

O what a nursery of covetous and carnal desires

has been this corrupt and wicked heart of mine

!

cherishing and delighfing in evil motions : repining
at others' welfare ; coveting all to myself, and making
provision for the flesh, to fulfill its lusts.

Such sins I have committed against thy holy laws :

and I have also sinned against thy gracious gospel, O
Lord ; not acquainting myself with the way of salva-

tion by Jesus Christ; but neglecting his great salva-

tion; and disregarding the only Saviour, whom to

know and love should have been all my desire; and
in comparison of whom I should have accounted all

things else but dross. I have not been awed by thy
threatenings, nor allured by thy promises. I have
not listened to the calls of thy word, nor yielded to the
motions of thy spirit: nor believed thy truths; nor
loved thy days ; nor improved the opportunities which
thou hast graciously set before me. I have even shut
my eyes against the things of my peace ; and made
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light of all my Saviour's invitations, and of all the

wonderful things which he has done and suffered for

the salvation of my soul ; taking pleasure in the ene-
mies of his cross; little concerned for the success of

his gospel ; nor laying to heart my own or other sins
;

nor seriously repenting, nor fervently praying; but
doing all these things as if I did them not.

Such is my heavy charge ; this is my heinous guilt

:

that I may not only confess it, but be duly humbled
for it, and lay my mouth in the dust, if so there may
be hope ! And is there hope for such a great and pro-

voking sinner ? Lord of love, thou hast helped many
poor miserable souls in a low and desperate condition :

and many (I believe) are now triumphing and praising

thee in glory, who long and grievously rebelled against

thee here below. Such are the wonders of thy grace ;

and thus hast thou glorified thyself in seeking and
saving that which was lost. And is thy hand short-

ened, that thou canst not save, or thy mercy exhausted,

that thou wilt not hear? O be merciful unto me also,

even unto me, the chief of sinners. Put me in the

way where all thy goodness may pass before me : and
help me to exercise such humiliation and repentance

in thy sight, that thou mayest exercise thy paidoning
and saving mercy towaids my soul, and never lay my
sins to my charge ; but accept me for his sake, who,
though he knew no sin, was made sin for us, that we
might be made the righteousnesss of God in him.
Nor do I beg only for the pardon of my sins, but also

for power to subdue them. For thy truth and mer-
cy's sake, let thy preventing grace guard me from
temptations in their first approach ; and thy assisting

grace enable me to withstand them, whenever I am
called to the conflict: that so, through thine effectual

help, I may overcome that cruel adversary, who walks
about as a roaring lion, seeking whom he may de-
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vour Turn my feet, O blessed Lord, to thy testi-

monies ; and help me with an enlarged heart, to run
the way of thy commandments. give me grace to

take and choose thee for my God; and to know and
trust, and fear and love, and serve and worship thee

as it becomes me. Give me a deep reverence for thy

name ; an ardent zeal for thy glory ; a devotion and
constancy in all the duties of thy holy religion ; a

conscientious care to sanctify thy sabbaths; and a

due veneration and affection for all thy holy things.

Help me also, O my God, rightly to discharge all

relative duties towards my superiors, equals, and in-

feriors, even towards all v/ith whom I have my con-

versation in the world : that I may give no just offence

to any, but may rather win others by the amiableness

and excellence of my deportment. O make me care-

ful of my own and of others' souls ; make me peace-

able and patient, merciful and kind, and studious (as

far as in me lies) to promote the good of all ; make
me in all things to love my neighbour as mj^self.

Enable me to be chaste and continent; pure in heart,

•=:ober and modest in speech and carriage ; temperate

in the use of thy good creatures
;
given to prayer, and

to all the exercises of godliness, that tend to mortify

the lusts of the idesh. Make me also faithful in the

unrighteous mammon ; contented with my portion
,

industrious in my calling; upright in my dealing;

honouring thee with my substance ; and doing good
and not hurt, with that portion which thou hast been
pleased to bestow upon me. Help me, O righteous

God, ever to love and own, to confess and maintain,

the truth ; candidly to interpret the words and actions

of others ; not delighting in their shame, but being
as tender of their reputation as I would desire they
should be of mine. And help me, O my Lord, to

resist the beginnings and first risings of evil motions

7
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ill my mind, and to keep my heart with all diligence,

so that it may never harbour or indulge any covetous

or unclean desires. O let me not give my mind to

earthly things; nor be carnally minded, which is

death ; but spiritually minded, which is life and
peace. And incline me, O good God, to meditate on
thy holy laws, yea, to love and keep them with my
whole heart.

make me resolved to live a life of holiness, ac-

cording to thy blessed will and word. And let me
not only think and purpose to live godly in Christ

Jesus, but bring my purposes into actions, my actions

into habits, and my habits into an uniform perseve-

rance : so enduring to the end, that I may be saved.

And through the ways of thy holy commands, O Lord,

lead me to the joys of thy heavenly kingdom, that

having my fruit unto holiness, I may, in the end,

attain everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our

Lord. Amen.

A Prayer before the Sacrament of the Lord^s Supper.

O WHAT am I, poor unworthy sinful wretch, that

I should go to the table of the Lord, and take to my-
self the portion of his saints ! Great God ! my guilt

and shame, and fear do pull me back, and make me
ready to conclude that it would be presumptuous and
vain for me ever to expect such high honour and fa-

vour from thy hands. I could not presume to make
such near approaches to thy divine Majesty, but that

thou art pleased to invite and command us to come
unto thee. Nor could I ever hope for such heavenly
blessings at thy hands, O Lord, were it not that thou
art infinitely good and kind, even to such as deserve
nothing but to be forsaken and abhorred of thee. In-

ste-ad of stretching forth a sceptre of mercy to invite
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me to thy table, thou mightest, with the rod of thy

wrath, dash me in pieces as a potter's vessel ; and,

instead of entertaining me with the bread of life and
the cup of blessing, thou mightest give me the bread

and water of affliction ; and cast me into the lowest

pit, where I should in vain cry for one drop of water

to cool my tongue.

But seeing thou art pleased to command, that they

who have undone themselves should come unto thee

for help ; and hast appointed this sacrament as a

means of conveying to them pardon and grace ; and
since I so extremely need thy pardoning mercy, and
thy sanctifying grace, I come, Lord, though polluted

and unfit to appear before thee ; and I dare not but

come, knowing that I shall be undone if I keep away
from thee. I come not, Lord, because I am worthy;
but because thou art rich in mercy. I come as the

hungry, to be fed ; and as the sick and maimed, to be

recovered and healed. I come that I may wash in

the blood of thy dear Son, and be cleansed ; that I

may receive out of his infinite fulness, all that is

wanting in my wretched self; and that I may so

touch my Saviour, as to derive virtue from him to

heal my infirmities, and to fit me for thy service.

O that I may come in the humblest manner ; with

all reverence and godly fear ; and with the most
earnest longings after Christ Jesus ; and the heartiest

resolutions to live unto him, who, of his infinite mercy,

was pleased to die for me ! And do thou instruct me,
O Lord, and assist me in the examination and prepa-

ration of myself; in order that I may safely and com-
fortably partake of this holy ordinance. Before I

compass thine altar, do thou purify my heart by re-

pentance and by faith in the blood of our adorable

Kedeemer. let me receive a crucified Saviour into

a broken and contrite heart. And make me so wil-
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ling- and obedient, that I may derive good from the

ordinance, and enjoy in it, not only a representation,

but a rich participation, also, of his dying Itve. O
most s^racious Lord God, be not as a strano-er to the soul

that has been purchased by thy blood. Enrich thine

ordinance with thy presence, that I may find hin\

whom my soul desires to love, and whose love is bet-

ter than wine. Blessed Jesus, make thyself known
to my soul, in this breaking of bread : and let me re-

ceive such life from thee, as may enable me to live

unto thee: and make me know that thou abidest in

me, by the Spirit which thou hast given.

Blessed Saviour ! weigh not my me#rits, but thine

own ; for I have deserved nothing at thy hands but

wrath : nor could I presume to ask any thing of thee,

if thou hadst not redeemed me with thy precious

blood. I can never be worthy of thee ; but thou canst

give me such views, dispositions, and aflfections, that

I may eat and drink worthily of the feast to which 1

am invited. Come to my help, O thou blessed Em-
manuel ; that I may participate of thy sacred body
crucified, and thy precious blood shed for us, with

such discernment, and reverence, and penitence, and
faith, and love, and thankfulness, as I ought to do;

and may receive these symbols of thy love to my
present consolation and my everlasting salvation.

thou that hast prepared a table in this wilder-

ness, with heavenly provisions for our souls, prepare

my soul, dear Lord, for these provisions ; and give

me spiritual appetite, as well as spiritual sustenance;

that as the hart panteth after the water-brooks, so my
soul may pant after thee, O God. Let me feel a

vehement desire to eat this passover. Make me so

to open my mouth that thou mayest fill my hungry
soul with thy good things ; and so to lift up the ever-

lasting doors of my heart, that the King of glory may
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come in. Come thou, and dwell in my heart by
faith, and abide with my spirit to the latest hour of

my life.

make thine ordinance healing, and a savour of

life to my soul. And make it also a sealing ordi-

nance, to clear up to me the pardon of my sins, and
the assurance of thy love. And as thou sealest the

covenant of grace, O let me seal the covenant of obe-

dience ; and in such a devout and acceptable manner
come unto thy table, that I may return from it with

my conscience quieted, my corruptions subdued, my
graces increased, and my soul encouraged, w^th an
enlarged heart, to run the way of thy commands.

Ah, Lord ! to whom should I repair but unto thee,

my life, my strength, and my Redeemer I O thou that

callest unto thee the labouring and heavy-laden sin-

ners, help me so to come to thee, that in thee I may
find rest for my soul. Thou that hast com.manded
us to break our bread to the hungry, O break the

bread of life to all of us that hunger and thirst after

righteousness : and give us, O Lord God our heavenly
Father, evermore give us this bread. And since thou

art pleased still to continue to us the liberty and ad-

vantage of this ordinance to nourish and revive our

souls, work in our hearts a higher esteem for it,

and a greater love to it. And in our preparations be-

fore we eat and drink at thy table, in our communi-
cating there, and our conversation after, teach and
help us to act as becomes the redeemed of the Lord,

and the living members of Jesus Christ.

Hear me, O Lord my God, and forgive me; bless

and direct me, quicken and assist me, in the work
now lying before me : and deal graciously with me,
that I may discharge all my offices heartily as to the

Lord, and with good acceptance in thy sight, through
Jesus Christ, thy beloved Son, my only mediator and
advocate. Amen and Amen. 7^^
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So7ne devout Ejaculations^ which may be used before

receiving at the Lord's Table.

I. Blessed be my God, that again is pleased to

call me to the reconciliation feast ; and after all my
breaches with him, and all my offences against him

;

yet to grant me a new indulgence, and to seal my
pardon afresh in the precious blood of his dear Son,
that was shed to take away the sins of the world.

II. At thy gracious invitation. Lord, I am bold to

come, looking for that blessed benefit which I know
myself so unworthy to receive ; that thou mightest

justly bar up the doors of mercy against me, and
withhold thy saving good from me. But thy mer
cies, blessed God, are not to the deserving and wor-
thy, but to the miserable and needy. O let me find

them, (needy and miserable as I am) according to

the riches of thy bounty, and according to the great-

ness of my necessity.

III. I have no might for this great work : but I

will go in thy strength, O Lord, my God. Give me,
I beseech thee, the dispositions which thou approvest

;

and work in me what thou requirest from me. let

me find thy hand upon me, thy help with me, and thy

grace sufficient for me.
IV. O that I may see thy power and thy glory, so

as I have seen thee in the sanctuary ! That I may
share in the heavenly entertainment of thy children,

and eat and drink in thy presence that bread of life

and that cup of blessing, which may be the life of my
soul, and make my heart glad with the joy of thy

salvation.

V. what shall I do at thy house, and thy table.

Lord, if thou dost not appear to receive and entertain

me ? that thou wouldest, in wonderful condesen-

sion, bow the heavens, and come dov/n ; and make



RECEIVING THE LORD's SUPPER. 73

me experience thy presence with me, and the power
of thy Spirit upon me ; and that loving kindness of

thine, which is better than life !

VI. let not the great Lord and lover of souls,

keep off as a stranger to my soul ; but look forth and
remember me in saving mercy, where he feeds, and
where he makes his flock to rest ; and let me now
taste, and see (to the satisfaction of my soul) how
good the Lord is.

VIL I desire to take shelter under the shadow ol

my Redeem.er's wings ; and to be found in Christ

Jesus, clothed with that righteousness of his, which
is sufficient both to atone for all my guilt, and also

to fill up all my wants
; yea, to make me complete

in the sight of God, and meet for the felicity of his

chosen. O God of all grace I give me, I beseech thee,

a saving interest in that great redemption which thy

beloved Son has purchased for a ruined world ; that

my soul may magnify the Lord, and my spirit may
rejoice in God my Saviour.

VIIL thou that art able to do it, bring me into

the bonds of the covenant; and let me voluntarily

and cheerfully enter into it ; not as one who is averse

to the terms that it proposes, but as one who longs to

enjoy the blessings which it offers.

IX. O make me willing in the day of thy power

;

and may I this day experience. Lord, the powerful

workings of thy blessed Spirit, to open and enlarge

my heart, and to make me ready and fit to receive

him who stands at the door and knocks, even to re-

ceive into my soul Christ Jesus the Lord.

X. O how unworthy am I, Lord, that thou shouldst

come under my roof; unworthy to eat the crumbs that

fall from thy table ! But thine infinite merits can
cover all my sins and unworthiness, and recommend
me to the just and holy Majesty of heaven, even as
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if I had not sinned. deal graciously with me, my
Lord and my God, I beseech thee ; and forgive, and
heal, and help me ; and exercise thy power and pity

towards me ; and come into my soul with all the

blessings and consolations which thou hast taught us

to ex[>ect at thy hands.

XI. O Lord ! mj^ soul is polluted and unclean; but

thy precious blood can cleanse me from all my sins

and defilements ; and make me a fit habitation for

thy holy Spirit. speak thou the word, and I shall

be clean and whole ; and my soul shall live, and for

ever bless thy name.
XIL Assist me mercifully, O Lord, in my designs

and endeavours to obtain the blessed fruitions, whereof
thou hast made me capable. O forgive my unwor-
thiness ; cover my sins ; help my infirmities

;
quicken

my dulness
;
prepare me for thee ; draw me unto thee

;

bring me into the enjoyment of thee: let me possess

thee now, as far as my poor capacity will admit of,

and hereafter, in all thy fulness for ever and ever.

XIIL that thine ordinance now may be the

means of my establishment ! Let it impart unto my
soul, out of the fulness of Christ Jesus, grace suffi-

cient for me. Let it be the means of rendering me
lively and constant in the discharge of every duty.

And what I have not in myself. Lord, do thou give

me ; and what I am not of myself, O do thou make
me, for thy own mercy's sake. Amen, Amen.

Some devout Ejacidations, which may be used after

receicing at the Lord's Table.

L Glory be to thee, O Lord our God, that in our

extreme need of a Redeemer, thou hast made such
gracious provision for our souls ; that thou hast sent

thy Son to die for our sins, and to save us, after we
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had destroyed ourselves. Blessed be thy name, that

he who offered himself upon the cross for us is pleased

to offer himself at his table to us; there have I been

tasting the fruits of his love, and receiving my share

among the redeemed of the Lord. blessed be God
for so great a mercy !

II. I bless thee, my God, for the mercies of a Sa-

viour ; without which all other mercies would be of

no avail, would do me no good. I bless thee, that

thou hast not withheld thy Son, thine only Son from

us ; but hast given him to be the propitiation for our

sins, and the life and food of our souls.

III. I sat down under his shadow, and his fruit

was sweet to my taste. I have been entertained at

the table of the Lord; and there his banner over me
was love. It was love that gave me the Saviour

whom I have been receiving, and the opportunity to

rest and feast my soul upon him.

IV. Return to thy rest, my soul, for the Lord

has dealt bountifully with thee. Thy life is given

thee at his hands, who forgiveth all thy sins, and

healeth all thy diseases ; and not only redeems thee

from destruction, but crowns thee with loving-kind-

ness and tender mercies ; and satisfies thy mouih
with good things, even with pardon and peace, yea,

with the riches of his grace, and the pledges of his

glory.

V. Blessed be my God, for that bread which came
down from heaven, to give life unto the world. And
blessed be thy name, O gracious Lord, for my share

in this highest expression of thy wonderful love and

bounty.

VI. Eternal thanks and praise be unto thee,

blessed God, my Saviour, for all thy glorious achieve-

ments, in laying the sure foundation for our hope,

md everlasting consolation.
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VII. Thou hast loved us, and redeemed us, and
washed us from our sins in thine own blood. And O
how infinitely indebted am I to thy mercy, that thou

callest me to this sweet and heavenly entertainment,

w^iich thou hast purchased and provided for us at so

great a price !

VIII. O make me more sensible of thy love, and
more thankful for all its blessed effects. And let me
now find the happy fruits of strength. and refresh

ment to my soul ; even strength against all the

temptations that would pluck me from thee; and
refreshment, that may render all the pleasures of sin

distasteful to me, and make it my meat and drink to

do the will of my heavenly Father.

IX. After I have tasted the pleasures of my Father's

house, O let me not go to feed upon husks. Let

nothing take away from me the savour that I have had
of heavenly things : nor let a world separate between
me and the blessed Saviour of the world.

X. Let me not turn my back upon the Lord of love,

that has been so good and kind to my soul. O let me
never more take up arms against my heavenly Sove-

reign, to whom now again I have vowed allegiance

XL Whither shall I go from thee, blessed Jesus,

who hast the words and the gift of eternal life ? All

is in thy hands : and thou art the best of all Lords,

who rulest us only that thou mayest bless us ; and

layest thy commands upon us only that thou mayest
keep us from ruining ourselves, and secure to us the

highest happiness.

XII. I will admire, and love, and praise my Lord;
I will believe and trust in his tried mercy: I will re-

joice and glory in his great salvation. And who shall

pluck me out of his hands ? What shall separate me
from his love ? My beloved is mine, and I am his.

Thine I am, Lord, and thine I will be while I

have my being.
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XIII. Yet Lord of all power and love ! I beseech

thee keep thy servant from falling; and preserve me
in every time of danger. O do not suffer me to de-

stroy myself; but pity my frailty, and relieve my in-

firmity ; and in thy hands let me be safe, and never

perish, but attain everlasting life, through Jesus

Christ, my great Redeemer and only Saviour. Amerrij

Thanksgiving and Frayer after the Sacrament of the

hordes Supper.

I DESIRE with all my soul to adore and magnify thy

blessed name, Lord God, my heavenly Father, for

all the expressions of thy love and bounty to me, a
poor unworthy sinner. Particularly for thy precious

favours, and the renewed pledges of thy love in Christ

Jesus, which I have received from thee this day ; that

thou hast admitted me, not only into thy house, but

to thy table ; and used me as thy friend, and the child

of thy family ; even me, who deserve to be cast out

as an enemy, and to be abhorred by thee as the off-

scouring of all things. what manner of love is

this, that I should fare so well, who deserve so ill at

thy hands ! that it should be so done to wretched,

sinful men, that the God so greatly offended by us

should not only forgive us, but entertain and feast us

with all the good things which our blessed Saviour

has merited and prepared for us ! Lord, what is man,
that thou art so mindful of him, and the Son of man,
that thou so visitest him ! And what am I, one of the

vilest and most sinful of men, that the great Lord, so

often dishonoured by me, should deal so exceeding

graciously with me ! O make me to know the things

that are freely given me of God, and to see how much
I owe unto the Lord for all thy kindness to my soul
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O give me a heart deeply sensible of thy mercy, and
steadfastly purposing to live to thy glory : that I may
show my thankfulness for thy benefits, by my obedi-

ence to thy precepts. keep me mindful of the vows
which are upon me : and help me to live as having
my holy Redeemer now dwelling in me.
And as I have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so

enable me to walk in him : to walk more worthy ol

the Lord unto all well pleasing; to walk in love as

Christ hath loved us ; and to go on in the strength of

what I have received from thee, following after holi-

ness, and perfecting it in thy fear.

As I have eat and drunk the sacramental bread and
wine, to the nourishment and refreshment of my frail

body, so let the body and blood of God my Saviour

nourish and sustain my immortal soul unto life eternal.

And O that the sacrifice of Christ Jesus (that sacri-

fice of himself which he offered upon the cross, and
which 1 have this day been commemorating at thy

table,) may atone for all the failings and defects of my
preparations and performances ! and that, upon the

account of that grand propitiation for the sins of the

whole world, I may be spared, and accepted with thee,

my God ! O grant it, I beseech thee, through him
that loved us, and gave himself for us, even the Son
of thy love, the great lover of our souls; for whom,
and to whom, with thy eternal self and holy Spirit,

be all thanks, and praise, and honour, and glory, now
and for evermore. A7nen.

A Prayer for Grace to resign and give 2cp ourselves

to God.

O MY great and glorious Maker and Redeemer,
my continual Preserver, my only Lord and Owner;
Thine I am every way, by all the ties of duty and
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love. I am not at my own disposal ; for thou hast

formed me for thyself: and dearly ransomed me,
after I had destroyed and sold myself. I have been

solemmly devoted to thee, and have vowed to renounce

all tempters that would rival my blessed Lord ; and
obediently to serve thee, my God, and to walk in thy

holy ways all the days of my life. Nor is this a mat-

ter of duty and obligation only, but it is my honour and
interest, my highest perfection, and my greatest bliss.

But with confusion and remorse I must acknow-
ledge, O Lord, that I have sacrilegiously alienated

myself from thee, and most foolishly and wickedly

forsaken thee, to serve other lords ; yea, to be under
the power and servitude of my own vain humours and
sinful passions; not concerned so much to honour
thee, as to please myself; as if I were altogether my
own, and had no Lord over me. O my God ! forgive,

and mortify in me, this wicked and pernicious selfish-

ness ; and let me no longer unjustly withhold myself

from thee ; nor madly expose myself to ruin, by living

in the world without thee : nor vainly hope to unite

the inconsistent services of God and mammon : but

make me so mindful both of my duty and happiness,

as willingly and cheerfully to devote myself to the

blessed Author of my being ; that so I may both an-

swer the end for which I was made, and also attain

the happiness whereof I am capable. Seeing that

all who are far from thee shall perish, as branches

cut from the living root that feeds them : and that i

have no sufficiency in myself, but derive all my good
from union with my God ! I am convinced, O Lord,

that I ought to yield up myself to thee, by my own
free choice and voluntary act. O bring me to this

surrender of myself to thee, and make me faithful

and hearty in it.

My Lord, break all the ties that detain me from

S
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thee, and take me for thine own : yea, keep and
continue me in thy fear and love, to my life's end.

And upon my mind and memory, upon my will and

=iffections, upon my heart and conscience, write, Ho-
liness to the Lord : and every way make me willing

'.0 be wholly thine. Let thy will ever be a law to me
'n all things : and melt down this stubborn will into

a ready compliance with thy holy pleasure. let

•ne love what thou lovest, and hate what thou hatest.

Let my soul and body, and all the faculties and powers

of both, be under thy control, and be employed to

thy glory. Let all that I am, and all that I have, be

thine ; not in pretence only, but in deed and in truth.

And never let me think it hard to renounce all for

thee, who art infinitely better to me than ten thousand

worlds.

O help me so sincerely to deny myself, that I may
own no guide and ruler but my great Lord and Pro-

prietor : that my eyes may be ever towards thee, and

my whole dependence upon thee ; and that in all

things thou mayest ever be regarded, and preferred,

and glorified by me, through Jesus Christ. Amen.

Frayer and Humiliation for a public Fast-Day.

O Lord God, glorious in holiness, and of purer

eyes than to behold iniquity without abhorrence of it,

and indignation against it' How shall man, sinful

man, that drinks iniquity like water, appear before

thee ! And how shall we, vile and frail, polluted and

depraved as we are, show ourselves in the presence

of such a just and holy God as thou art ! When we
look upon thy perfect law, and see what we should

be, what manner of persons in all holy conversation

and godliness ; and when we reflect on our own
hearts and lives, and find what we are, how wanting
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in our duty, and how contrary to what thou requirest

of us ; we cannot come into thy presence, Lord,

without confusion efface, and anguish of soul, and re-

morse of conscience, to think how foolishly and wick-

edly we have acted ; and how abject and wretched

we have made ourselves.

Besides that we brought with us a corrupt nature

into the world, full of strangeness to thee, our God,

and full ofenmity against thy holy, good, and righteous

laws : we have misspent the most of our time here

in a neglect of thy work, and in disobedience to thy

word ; daily multiplying our offences against thee,

as thou hast multiplied thy blessings unto us. O the

precious time that we have lost, the means that we
have neglected, the mercies that we have abused, the

calls and warnings, the offers and invitations, that we
have disregarded ! What little regard have we had of

thee ! what little fear of offending thee ! Alas ! O
Lord, we have grievously insulted thy glorious Ma-
jesty, and daringly trampled upon thy holy laws.

O the crying sins and abominations that prevail in

every place ! [The swearing and drunkenness, the

pride and uncleanness, the cruel enmity and injus-

tice, the corrupt communication and ungodly conver-

sation whereby God is so greatly dishonoured and

provoked every day.] And O how large a share have

we had in adding to the public guilt ! sinning as we
have done, in all estates and affairs, in all relations

and circumstances of our lives ! And not only through

weakness and surprise, and the violence of tempta-

tions ; but many times knowingly, wilfully, and pre-

sumptuously, with a high hand, and stiff neck, against

thee, our Maker and our Judge ! And O how great

a weight have we added to all our other sins, by the

hardness of our hearts and our impenitent continu-

tinco in our sins ; committing great sins with little
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remorse, little penitent concernment for all the evils

whereof we have been guilty ! Yea, Lord, how un-

suitable still are our hearts and lives to those holy

rules, which thy word gives us in charge to follow

!

So much is there still amiss with us, and wanting in

us, that it is of thy great mercy we are not consumed :

it is because thy compassions fail not, that we have
still these opportunities to humble ourselves before

thee, and to cry for mercy.

We have not glorified thee, O Lord, in bearing

fruits of holiness answerable to thy revealed will

,

but we desire to give glory to God, in confessing oui

sins, and humbling our souls, and acknowledging oui

desert : and more especially would we admire and

magnify the riches of thy grace, which has spared us

so long a time, and showed us such marvellous kind-

ness still, notwithstanding all the high provocations

of our sins. Lord, we have heard (and, blessed be

thy name, we have found) that the King of heaven

is a merciful king; that with thee, our God, there i?

mercy ; that our sins, though great and manifold, ma}
be pardoned ; and that our souls may yet be recovered

and healed, and saved. O help us so to judge and

condemn ourselves, that we may not be judged of the

Lord, and condemned with the world. Lay not oui

sins to our charge ; but gracious Father, if it please

thee, put them to the account of thy Son, our Saviour,

whom thou hast given to be the propitiation for our

sins ; and in whom thou art reconciled to a guilty

world. For his sake, O good Lord, give us repent-

ance and pardon for all the sins whereby we have

offended thee; w^hether they be our sins of omission

or commission; our sins of weakness or v/ilfulness ;

our failings or presumptions; our sins of ignorance,

or such as we have committed against light and

knowledge ; gracious Lord, humble us duly under
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the sense of them, and absolve us thoroughly from the

guilt of them. O set our sins in order before us, and

make us to know our transgressions ; make every one

of us to search and try our ways, that we may turn to

the Lord, and bring forth fruits meet for repentance.

May we not only loathe ourselves in our own sight for

all the evils whereof we have been guilty, but also

loathe, as much as ever we have loved, the things

which have displeased thee. O that we may forsake

our sins, not only in the outward commission, but in

the inward affection ; not reserving to ourselves any
sm or lust to be spared, but keeping at a distance from

every evil and accursed thing; cleansing ourselves

from all filthiness of flesh and spirit, and endeavour-

ing to perfect holiness in the fear of God !

We have been accessary to the accumulated heinous

guilt that endangers us all, and calls for judgments on
the land. O that we may now contribute our help, by
the humiliation of our souls and the reformation of our

lives, to save our nation ; and to turn away the anger

which is gone out against us, that we perish not ! Save
us, Lord, for our sins, which are the enemies of our

own house ; more mischievous to us than any other

evils or enemies abroad. O pour out a spirit of serious

repentance and reformation upon the whole nation ; to

heal the distempers of our souls, to curb the disorders

of our lives, and to recover the decayed power of god-

liness in the land : yea. Lord, prepare and dispose us,

not only for thy temporal mercies, but for the mercy
!

of our Lord Jesus Christ to eternal life. Help us so
|

to turn from the evil of our ways, that thou mayest
|

turn from the fierceness of thy wrath, and cause thine
|

anger towards us to cease. O that we may fear the
|

rod, and him who has appointed it ! and so prepare
j

to meet thee, in the way of thy judgments, that thou
'

mayest have thoughts of peace towards us, and not
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of evil ; to give us an expected end, and the desired

issue out of all our troubles.

Thou canst show us great and mighty things,

which we know not, and canst exceed all our expec-

tations, as well as our deservings, by thy bountiful

favours : and though thou mightest make us know
the worth of slighted mercies, by the want of them,

and deprive us of all the good which we have so

greatly abused, yet, O how do the promises of thy

word, and the frequent experience which we have
had of thy mercy, encourage us still with hope to look

unto our God, and to wait for the salvation of the

Lord ! how long (in all our provocations) hast thou

spared us ! And how often (in our distresses) sent a

wonderful redemption to us ! To thee, who hast helped

and delivered, we still look for help and deliverance.

O our God ! arise and help us, and deliver us, for thy

mercy's sake ; for the sake of that mercy which first

made us thy people, and still has owned us for thy pe-

culiar care. O do not abhor us, nor forsake us, for thy

name's sake ; but be jealous for thy land, and pity

thy people. Turn us again, Lord God of hosts

;

and cause thy face to shine, and we shall be saved.

But, O our God, if thou dost not see fit to turn

away the evils from us, prepare us for them, and
support us under them, and bring us out of them
purified as gold ! Let us not sink and perish in our

calamities, but receive spiritual good from temporal

evils; and find the light momentary afiiictions to

work for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight

of glory. And though thou shouldst feed us with

bread of adversity and water of affliction, yet let not

our teachers be removed into corners : bring us not

under a famine of the word ; nor give us over to the

formality of a lifeless profession ; but whilst thou

continuest to ua the means of grace, continue thy
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blessing upon them, and send not leanness withal

into our souls. Though thou permit the floods and
storms to arise, yet fortify us so by thy grace, that

we may not be moved by any of the afflictions; nor

turn the advantage of suffering for thee, into an occa-

sion of falling from thee.

Seeing the truth itself will not make us free if we
are not true to it ; nor the purest religion be our de-

fence if we continue to walk unworthy of our profes-

sion ; O help us. Lord, to rid our hands and our hearts

of all the accursed things that provoke thy wrath and
indignation against us. Let us wisely consider of

thy doings, and know the time of our visitation : give

us grace that we may hearken to thy calls, and take

thy warnings, and improve thy mercies, while we
have them ; let us now follow the guidance of thy

good providence, and comply with all the gracious

methods which thou art using to reclaim us, that we
may be delivered from the evil to come, and be for

ver happy in thy presence. Hear, Lord, and an-

swer us, for the sake of Jesus Christ our blessed Lord
and Saviour. Amen.

Confession and Prayer for the Evejiing of a Public
Fast-Day.

Lord most high and holy, the God of all power
and glory, against whom we have greatly sinned, and
who by our sins hast been highly provoked ; we are

under a necessity still to come and appear before thee ;

nor dare we keep away from thee. But, ! with

what confidence can we look up to the Majesty of

heaven, whom we have so much offended ?

Well may we be abashed and struck down, to be-

think ourselves of all the evil that we have done, and
all the sins of heart and life which we still commit

;
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when we remember, O Lord, and consider thy per-

fect understanding of every particular, thy holiness

to hate, thy justice to requite, and thy power to

punish every wicked thing, we are even confounded
before thee.

We fall down, and humble ourselves at thy foot-

stool, blessed and glorious God, confessing the

grievous guilt of all our sins, and our just desert of

thy heavy judgments. For we cannot but own our-

selves to be some of those degenerate children whom
thou hast nourished and brought up, and that have
rebelled against thee. Yea, the very forbearance

which thou hast exercised, has emboldened us to sin

the more against thee.

Holy Father I we are filled with confusion, to think

how inconsistent we have been with our Christian

profession. We call ourselves children of God, mem-
bers of Christ, and heirs of glory; we profess to take

the gospel as our rule, and to believe all the great

eternal things contained in it ; and yet we walk as

if we did not know the privileges that we enjoy, or

regard the relations in which we stand : alas ! how
unsuitable is this conduct to our profession !

Surely this may not only fill our faces with shame,

but our hearts with dread ; lest our very profession

of thy holy religion should rise up in judgment
against us, to aggravate our condemnation.

We have been vain and carnal, proud and unthank-

ful in our health and prosperity ; and sullen and fro-

ward, murmuring and desponding, in seasons of ad-

versity. The kindness that should have allured us

unto thee, and encourage us the more faithfully and
cheerfully to serve thee, has caused us rather to be

forgetful of thee, and to wax wanton against thee.

And the correction that should have driven us out of

our sins, and hastened us to flee for the life of our
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souls, has but put us out of patience, and filled us with

prejudice against thy righteous hand, and with hard
and unworth}^ thoughts of our God. In this manner
we have held fast our sins, notwithstanding all thy

various methods to alienate us from them.

Yea, to thee, Lord, who searchest the heart, and
triest the reins, we must acknowledge and bewail the

sins of our hearts and minds; our vain thoughts and
proud imaginations, our impure and covetous desires,

our envious and malicious projects. These have cor-

rupted the fountain, and defiled the habitation of the

blessed Spirit. These are the seeds and roots of all

the other evils in our lives ; and render us even as

criminal in thy sight, as if we had outwardly acted

what we have thus invv-ardly devised. These vile in-

clinations, this proneness to evil, (this approving of it,

consenting to it, delighting in it) carries so much guilt

and malignity along with it, that even for this thou

mightest justly abhor us, and condemn us in that

day when thou shalt judge the secrets of men by

Jesus Christ.

Thus we must criminate and arraign ourselves be-

fore thee ; confessing that iniquities prevail against

us, and that our sins still retain in great measure the

ascendant over us ! Still we are offending our holy

Lord; and still we carry in us the corrupt nature, the

carnal mind, which are at enmity against God, and

which justly expose us to thy heaviest displeasure.

We read of such as cannot cease from sin ; and

such, O Lord, thou knowest us in a great measure

to be ; that have brought ourselves under the sad ne-

cessity of sinning against thee ; and so entangled our

guilty souls in the tempter's snare, as to be taken

captive by him, even at his will.

We call to mind, with shame and remorse, how we
have provoked thee to jealousy, and affronted thy
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glorious Majesty, by the frequency of our sins, and
the heinousness of our offences.

But though we are constrained to acknowledge
what great and provoking sinners we have been, yet

how superficial and hypocritical has been our re-

pentance ! Even when we talk of humiliation, and

pretend to it, and argue for it, O Lord, thou knowest

how seldom we have engaged in it, and how slightly

we have performed it, even on the days that were
more especially set apart for it. How hard and un-

relenting have been our hearts ! and how loth and

backward have we been to this most needful work !

O merciful God ! humble us, for that we have been

no more humbled ; and lay not to our charge the sins

of those services which we have so ill performed.

And seeing that unrepented sins are the cause of thy

dreadful judgments, that the fear of thy judgments

may drive us out of all such sins ! And when the

wrath of God is revealed from heaven against them,

O let us not dare to continue in them. When the

axe is laid to the root of the tree, and thy hand is

lifted up, as ready to execute vengeance upon us, O
that we may be so warned as to be reclaimed ; and

bring forth such fruits meet for repentance, that we
may not be hewn down and cast into the fire, nor die

and perish in our sins ; but may find a way of escape,

and mercy from the Lord, and grace to help in every

time of need.

And the Lord in mercy pity our frailties and in-

firmities, and forgive us all our sinful neglects and
iniquities. And for what is still wanting in us, O
be thou graciously pleased to accept the full and per-

fect merits and righteousness of thy dear Son, our

most holy Saviour : and let his precious blood be

heard speaking for us, where we have nothing to say

for ourselves; and where we are so unworthy to be

heard on our own account.
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Be merciful, God, to this sinful nation, that has

so long enjoyed, and so much abused, thy rich bless-

ings, and still goes on to provoke thee daily. for-

give the many crying sins for which thou mightesl

justly abhor us, and reject us, and lay us desolate,

and so forsake us utterly, as to be favourable to us

no more. Yet grant us thy grace, we beseech thee

so to repent and amend, that we may be spared, and

saved from all the judgments which we have so richly

deserved.

O that all thy warnings, and threatenings, and

chastenings, may not leave us still an unrelenting,

incorrigible people, nor pass over us, without work-

ing an humble submission, and unfeigned repentance

in us I that we may find reconciliation with our

God, in humbling ourselves before thee, returning

unto thee, and bringing forth such fruits of new and
better obedience, as (through the Lord our righteous-

ness) shall be favourably accepted by thee. Let us

not sink under our fears, nor be ruined by our sins

;

but let us be plucked as brands out of the fire ; to

survive our dread and danger, and to see the good
•jf thy chosen, and rejoice in the gladness of thy na-

tion, and to glory with thine inheritance.

And for all the mercy which thou hast still remem-
bered towards us ; and for all thy wonderful patience

with us ; and for that continued matter and occasion

of thankfulness which we have yet daily before us :

not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but to thy name be

all praise and glory rendered, with humble and grate-

ful hearts, by us, and by all thy people, now and for

evermore. Amen.
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Prayer and Praise upon the Occasion of our blessed

Saviour's comins into the World."O

Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, be to

him that sitteth upon the throne, and to the Lamb, for

ever and ever ! O Lord God of our salvation ! thou
hast remembered us in our low estate ; thou hast

raised up a great salvation and a mighty deliverance

for us ; thou hast sent thine only-begotten Son to heal

the sinful, to help the miserable, and to save the lost.

None but thy blessed self, Lord, knoweth the great-

ness of that gift which thou hast conferred upon us
;

(the greate-st that thou couldst give, or man receive ;)

none can duly estimate thy mercy in giving thine only

Son to be our Alm.ighty Saviour, to deliver us from
the miseries of hell, and to exalt us to thrones of glory

O how wonderful have been the designs of thy love

and the counsels of thy wisdom ! that thou shouldst re-

cover our lost souls, and work for them a salvation so

worthy of thyself! That he who is thy fellow, should

be manifested in the flesh, to destroy the works of the

devil ! and that the eternally beloved of thy soul should

be made the Son of man, in order that we might be

made the children of God ! \vhat manner of love

has the Father bestowed upon us I how infinitely does

it exceed all that we can ever say of it I O that all

might praise thee, Lord, for thy goodness, and for

thy wonderful works unto the children of men !

that we in particular might receive this great mystery
of godliness with the deepest reverence, and most
lively gratitude. Let our souls magnify the Lord,

and our spirits rejoice in God our Saviour ! Yea, for

ever blessed be the Lord God of Israel, that has so

visited and redeemed his people.

And now that thou hast laid help upon one that is

mighty, and found a ransom for us, O help us, blessea
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God, to entertain and welcome the joyful news that

Jesus Christ is come into the world to save sinners.

Father of mercies I prepare our hearts to embrace that

thine inestimable gift. Let him who came into the

world in the fulness of time, now come into our souls

in the fulness of his grace. Let him who was mi-

raculously formed in the virgin's womb be spiritually

Ibrmed in our hearts. thou great Lord and lover

of souls ! remember us with the favour which thou

bearest to thy people; and visit us with the joy of

thy salvation. make the way of salvation plain

before us, that we may know where our help lies, and
what we must do to be saved. And incline and
quicken us, O Lord, to comply with the gracious de-

signs of thy mercy, and to receive, with all thankful-

ness, that grace of thine which bringeth salvation.

O blessed Saviour, be thou an effectual Saviour unto

us : save us from our sins, that thou mayest also save

us from the wrath to come. Ttedeem us from all

iniquit}'-, that thou mayest also redeem us from ever-

lasting misery. Thou camest down to earth, to raise

us up to heaven ; thou tookest our nature, that we
might partake of thine : let us then experience the

mighty power of thy grace ! let it heal our depraved

natures, let it sanctify our sinful souls, let it make us

lovers and followers of thy holy ways ; and let those

good things which accompany salvation be multiplied

unto us exceedingly, through the knowledge of our

incarnate Lord. Let the great and wonderful things

which thou hast done for us, in revealing thy salva-

tion, and in opening a door of hope to us, dwell richly

in our minds ; and let a sense of thine infinite loving

kindness ever constrain us to love and serve thee with

all our heart, and mind, and soul, and strength ; even
so, God and Father, for thy dear Son's sake; to

whom, together with thyself and the Holy Ghost.

9
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three persons in one glorious Godhead, be equal and

everlasting glory. Amen.

A Prayer on the Occasion of our blessed Saviour^s

Death.

God, the Father of mercies, and of our Lord
Jesus Christ, through whom every mercy is vouch-

safed and derived unto us ; thou didst create us after

thine own blessed image, in a holy and happy state

:

but we have defaced the work of thy hands, and have
brought ourselves into a state of alienation from thee,

and of enmity against thee. Yet thou hast not dealt

with us as enemies, or left us in the sad ruins of our

fall ; but hast pitied us when lying in our blood, and
hast bid us live. Thou hast even given thine only-

begotten Son to die for us, to save us from that ever-

lasting death which is the due wages of our sins.

Him, most holy Lord God, thou sparedst not, that

thou mightest spare us, and make us eternal monu-
ments of thy saving mercy. O what amazing, un-

speakable love is this, that even, when enemies, we
should be reconciled to God by the death of his Son !

But O ! the cursed nature of sin that needed such an
atonement ; and the inexorable justice of my God,
that required it; and the incomprehensible love of my
Saviour, who offered it upon the cross ! O that we
could bear these things always in remembrance ! that

we could hate sin with a perfect hatred ; that we could

stand in awe of our God, and fear to offend him ; and

that we could love that adorable Saviour, who bought

us at the inestimable price of his own blood '. Most
blessed God, we desire to bless and magnify thy name
for revealing to us this stupendous mystery. By it

we abide ; and upon it we depend for the pardon of

our sins, and for our whole acceptance with thee,
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both here and for ever. We believe, God, that

th}?- dear Son has faliy discharged our debt ; and that

nothing at all remains to be paid by those for whom
thou art pleased to accept his infinite satisfaction.

And seeing that there is balm in Gilead, and a phy-

sician that is able to heal us, O let not our souls be

unhealed; let not the great things which our Re-

deemer hath done and endured for perishing sinners,

be lost unto us ; but let the same be mercifully ac-

cepted upon our account, as the payment of our debt.

O let not the blood of Jesus Christ (as to us) be shed

in vain ; but let it purge and purify us from all our

sins, and make our peace with thee, against whom we
have so greatly transgressed ; let us be healed by his

stripes, and find his death unto us a savour of life.

Though we are sinful and unclean, yet what pol-

lution and defilement cannot this fountain, opened

for sin and uncleanness, wash and cleanse us from

.

Having therefore such an all-sufficient Saviour to

repair to, let us not be faithless, but believing, that

Christ is our Lord and our God, who loved and re-

deemed us, and washed us from our sins in his own
blood. O that we may know him, and the fellowship

of his sufferings, and be rendered conformable to his

death I Let the cross of Christ be the means of cruci-

fying the world unto us, and us unto the world. Par-

don, good Lord, all our forgetfalness of thee ; and

make us to know more of the love wherewith thou

hast loved us ; and touch our hearts with such a

powerful sense of thy love, that we may make better

returns of love to thee, w^ho hast done such great

things for our souls. Let us never forget or slight

such an unparalleled kindness, but be constrained by
it to live unto him w4io died for us, and rose again.

O that the life which we now live may be by the faith

of the Son of God. who loved us, and gave himself for
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US ! Let us more and more abound in thy love.

Biassed Lord ! let the serving and enjoying of thee be

ever preferred above our chief joy. And let nothing

in the world ever be so dear to us as the name of our

adorable Emmanuel, who has given the highest de-

monstration of love that ever could be given to our

perishing souls. And for what thou hast done for us,

be all possible glory, and honour, and praise ascribed

unto thee, most blessed Saviour and Redeemer, by

all the Israel of God, both now and for evermore.

Amen.

Prayer and Praise on the Occasion of our blessed

Saviour''s Resurrection.

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus

Christ, who, according to his abundant mercy, has

begotten us again to a lively hope, by the resurrec-

tion of Jesus Christ from the dead. Blessed be he

who liveth and wab dead ; and behold, he is alive for

evermore ; Amen : and has the keys of death and of

hell. The Lord liveth, and blessed be our Rock, and
let the God of our salvation be exalted. He hath

borne our griefs and carried our sorrows, and has

wrought eternal redemption for us ; with his own
right hand and holy arm hath he gotten himself the

victory ; having looi>-ed the pains of death ; because

it was impossible he should be holden of it. Adored
be that glorious Sun of Righteousness who is risen

with healing in his wnngs ; and hath showed, that he

is able to save himself, and to save lo the uttermost

all that come unto God through him. Our eyes are

unto thee, Lord, our life, our strength, and our Re-

deemer, who hast all power in heaven and in earth;

10 whom nothing is impossible or difficult; who
quickenest the dead, even souls dead in sin, as well
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as bodies dead in the grave ; and hast life in thyself,

to give it to whomsoever thou wilt. O that we may
know thee, and the power of thy resurrection ! Let
us find it effectual to raise us out of the grave of our

corruptions, to newness and holiness of life ; that

having part in the first resurrection, w^e may never

be subjected to the second death. Speak death to our

sins, O Lord, that our souls may live, and for ever

bless thy name. Thou, Christ, art our life ; and
in thee is all fulness of whatever we want; give

us the life which thou camest to impart, and let us

have it more abundantly. Let us have such life from
thee, as may enable us to live unto thee, and that

entirely and cheerfully, even as long as we have any
life and being. Amen.

Frayer and Praise on the Occasion of our blessed

Saviour's Ascensio?i.

Thou art the King of Glory, Christ ; thou hast

ascended on high, and led captivity itself captive

;

dragging after thy triumphant chariot thy vanquished

enemies. Thou art exalted far above all principali-

ties and powers, and enthroned in the highest glory

in thy kingdom, where saints and angels, even all

the host of heaven, admire and adore thee. Be thou

exalted, Lord, and reign in the greatness of thy power
and majesty, until thou hast brought all enemies into

subjection under thy feet. But, Lord, remember us,

now thou art in thy kingdom. O regard the suppli-

cations, and relieve the necessities, of thy poor ser-

vants here below. Save, Lord, and let the King of

Heaven hear us when we call. And that we may
feel the powerful attraction of thy grace, to draw up
our minds and desires from the perishable enjoyments
of this world to those unspeakable and everlasting
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glories above, where thou sittest at the right hand ol

God. O let us lay up our treasure, and have oui

conversation with thee, in heaven : and so love thine

appearing, as to be ev^er looking for, and hasting to

the coming of that blessed day, when we shall be
dissolved and be with Christ ; that when Christ, who
is our life, shall appear, we also may appear with
him in glory. Enable us now to ascend and dwell
with thee in the constant exercise of faith and love,

that in the last day we may personally ascend, in soul

and body, to be for ever with the Lord ; there, together

with thy whole triumphant church, to see and admire,

to love and bless, to praise and glorify, thee, O bless-

ed God and Saviour, world without end. Amen.

A Prayer on the Occasion of the coming of the Holy
Ghost.

O Thou infinite, eternal Spirit, the Lord and Giver
of life, who workest all in all ; and especially workest

and abidest in the souls of men ! pardon, we beseech

thee, all the guilt we have contracted in resisting thy

motions, and quenching the flames which thou hast

at any time enkindled in our breasts. And be pleased

so to enlighten our minds and purify our hearts, that

we may be fit to receive and entertain thee, as the

guide and comforter of our souls. thou Spirit ot

truth, lead us into all truth ; and bring all needful

things out of the word to our remembrance; and set

them home powerfully upon our hearts, to influence

our lives, and to do us good in every time of our need.

Whatsoever grace is lacking in us, form it in our

hearts by thy holy Spirit; and establish and increase

what thou hast already wrought in us. Excite and
stir us up to all good ; and enable us for the perform-

ance of it, and engage us to continue and persist in it
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O come down, Lord, as fire, upon us, to consume
our dross, and to make clean our hearts, and enfiame
them with heavenly love ; that we may devoutly re-

lish thy holy things, and be lively in following thy
holy ways. O be thou a powerful principle of

life, and light, and love, and of all grace and holi-

ness in our souls ; to illuminate our minds ; to spiritu-

alize our affections ; to pacify our consciences ; and
to bring our souls out of every dangerous, self-destroy-

ing course, into the paths of righteousness. bless-

ed Lord, restrain us from grieving thy holy Spirit,

whereby we are sealed to the day of redemption.

And cast us not away from thy presence. Take not

thy holy Spirit from us. O make us so tractable

under his holy motions, that we may experience his

heavenly consolations. And let the joy in the Holy
Ghost be more to us than all the pleasures of the

world. blessed Spirit, be thou ever with thy spirits

;

to heal our distempers, and help our infirmities, and
work mightily upon our hearts by thy grace, until our
souls are fitted for that glory which is unspeakable
and everlasting. Amen.

A Prayer on the Commemoration of any Saint.

God of all grace, who art pleased to call out ot

this present world a peculiar people to thyself, and to

pour out thy Spirit upon them, and to make them
shine as lights in the midst of a perverse generation,

and to set them forth as examples to the rest of man-
kind ; we bless thy holy name, that thou hast not left

us destitute of such helps and patterns as might serve

to show us how practicable is our duty, and what en-

couragement we have to set ourselves to the perform-

ance of it. Stir us up, we pray thee, to take that

more excellent way, wherein they (with such happy
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success) have gone before us ; and constrain us to

become followers of them, as they were of Christ.

And seeing that we are encompassed with so great

a cloud of witnesses, O that we may lay aside every

weight, and the sin that does so easily beset us, and
run with patience the race that is set before us ! Teach
and enable us, King of Saints, to make a right im-

provement of those gifts and graces whereby thy ser-

vants of old adorned their holy profession ; and so to

imitate their virtues, as to convince the world that the

righteous is indeed more excellent than his neighbour.

O that we may never persecute thy saints, nor

madly despise those who are as the apple of thine

eye ; whose great care is to approve themselves faith-

ful in thy covenant, and zealous for thy glory. May
we ever hold such in the highest reputation whilst

living, as well as count their memories precious when
they are dead. O heavenly Father, let them be dear-

est to us that are dearest to thyself. And let all our

delight be in the saints that are in the earth, of whom
the world is not worthy, notwithstanding they are so

abused by the world as if unworthy to live in it. O
let us not be conformed to this world, nor follow the

multitude, to do evil ; but be followers of those who,

through faith and patience, do already inherit thy

glorious promises; and may we so live the life of the

righteous, that we may also die their death. Help
us, O Lord our God, so to imitate thy saints here in

their holy living, that hereafter we may be numbered
with them in glory everlasting. As we desire and
hope for their blessed end, O let us love and follow

their godly way ; and make the communion of saints

an object of our pursuit, as well as an article of our

faith. Let us be lovers of all good men ; honouring

P
them that fear the Lord, and esteeming them very

! highly in love for their work's sake. And, Lord,
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increase the number of thy faithful people in all places,

and add daily to the church those who shall be fol-

lowers of God, as dear children. Let thy kingdom
".orne ; and thy will be done on earth, as it is in

heaven : that thy church may grow and flourish, until

we, with all thy servants departed in the Loid, meet
together in the kingdom of our Father, to live in thy

presence, and to enjoy thy love, and to glorify thy

name, world without end. Amen.

A Prayer under Abuses and Provocations.

MOST high and wise, holy and righteous Judge
of all the earth, the great Author and Lover of peace

and truth : thou knowest my foolishness ; and my
sins are not hid from thee. How far I have been

accessary to bring down these troubles upon my own
head, and how much worse than these I deserve at thjr

hands, is all naked and open before thee. I submit,

Lord, to thy correction, whomsoever thou shalt use

as the instrument of thy displeasure. And that

the ill-will of men may quicken me the more to ex-

amine myself for that which is offensive in thy sight

;

and make me more careful to have my heart right

with God, and to be approved in thy sight.

But seeing my heart condemns me not in the pre-

sent case, for being the cause of all this wrath and

clamour, and malice, and vengeance; and that I ap-

prehend myself now to suffer wrongfully ; being slan-

derously reported, falsely accused, shamefully and
despitefully used, and hated without a cause, I come
\vith boldness to pour out my complaint before thee,

O God, and to shelter myself under the shadow of

thy wings. Plead my cause, O Lord, with them that

strive with me ; and save me from those that rise up

against me. Though, for my love, they are my ad-

40960:2
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versaries, let me give myself unto prayer ; and not

avenge myself, but rather give place unto wrath, and
commit my cause to thee, who judgest righteously.

O convince my adversaries of the error of their judg-

ment, and the evil of their way. And the remainder

of their wrath, O do thou restrain, and make a way
for me to escape from the stormy wind and tempest.

I confess, O Lord, thou mightest justly use them
that provoke me, as thy scourge to chastise me for

provoking thee ; and I know not but such now may
be thy pleasure. O help me then patiently to bear

the indignation of the Lord, because I have so greatly

sinned against thee. And however I am pursued

and injured, let me not render evil for evil, or rail-

ing for railing, but contrary-wise blessing; and make
me duly to consider him who endured so great con-

tradiction of sinners against himself; that I may be

not wearied or faint in my mind. If the man after

thine own heart had so many implacable enemies,

that not only traduced his name, but sought his life;

if thy holy apostle was called a babbler and troubler

of the world, and a pestilent fellow, not fit to live ; yea,

if the Son of thine eternal love had the character of

a wine-bibber, a friend of publicans and sinners, a

deceiver of the people, and a dealer with the devil

;

if he that deserved so well of men, fared so ill at their

hands ; if he that did no sin was persecuted as if

he had been the chief of sinners ; if he suffered so

much evil, who never deserved any; O why should

such an unworthy, sinful wretch as I, to whom be-

longs shame and confusion of face, so heinously resent

it, when called to endure what is only the correction

of my own wickedness ! Though I deserve it not from
them, yet, O how much worse do I deserve from thy

heavenly Majesty, Avhom I have offended by my sins,

and who mayest justly punish me by their hands ?
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Whatever, then, men may say or do ag^ainst me, let me
be as a deaf man, that heareth not; and as a dumb
man, that openeth not his mouth : little regarding the

anger of man, if I can but be happy in the favour of

my God. Lord, keep back thy servant from giving

any just provocation ; and let me not suffer as an evil

doer ; nor let any offence come by me, that shall bring

down thy displeasure upon me. Then, when perse-

cuted for righteousness sake, I shall rejoice and bless

thy name, and give thee thanks and praise for all thy

grace and goodness to me in Jesus Christ. Am^n.

A Prayer under Infamy and Disgrace.

Lord! righteousness belongs to thee; but to me
confusion of face, as it is this day. Shame is the por-

tion of my sins ; and I deserve no better than to be

slighted and despised myself, for having slighted thy

laws, and despised the glorious Majesty of heaven.

If I had been innocent, 1 might have been confident,

to lift up my face without spot; but wo is me, that I

have sinned ; I have made myself vile, and fit only to

be trampled on. As far as I am guilty, I take shame
to myself as the reward of my folly and wickedness.

And O that I may so feel it here, that I may not here-

after awake to shame and everlasting contempt! and
let not any that wait on thee, Lord God of hosts, be
ashamed for my sake

;
yea, where I suffer wrongfully,

yet. Lord, help me to take it patiently. Though I

am reproached for the name of Christ, and persecuted

for righteousness sake, I shall not droop under the

censures and scorns of men, if I can but find accept-

ance and favour in thy sight. It is not men's applause

or reproach that can make us happy or miserable
;

though we have their good opinion and commenda-
tion, what are we the belter, if we have made thee
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our enemy ? And though we are detested by them,

what are v/e the worse, if only we have approved
ourselves to thee our God ? Thy word, O Lord,

teaches us, that if we suffer as Christians, we should

not be ashamed, but glorify thee on this behalf. And
thine apostles, who were made as the filth of the world

and the off-scouring of all things, rejoiced that they

were counted worthy to suffer shame for the name of

Jesus. Though, therefore, I pass through evil report,

as well as good report, let me account it but a small

thing to be judged of man's judgment. And if thou,

my God, wilt have me to be low in the world, yea,

even a hissing and proverb of reproach, let me not be

so much concerned to avoid the disgrace, as to cut ofi

all just occasion for it, and to be more careful and
di'Iigent in seeking the honour that cometh of God.

If men speak evil of what they understand not, if

perverse scoffers, walking after their own lusts, oppose

and deride me, let not thy holy religion ever sink

in my estimation on account of their hard speeches

or cruel usage ; but enable me to look unto Jesus, the

Lord of glory, who was despised and rejected by those

whom he came to save ; and let me little regard what
indignities they cast on me, if only I may be thereby

rendered more conformable to his blessed image.

Enable me to follow him in meekness and patience :

and let my eyes be ever towards him as the author

and the finisher of my faith; who, having himself

despised and surmounted the shame, now sitteth on
the right hand of the Majesty on high ; from whence
he shall quickly come, in all the glory of his Father,

to judge the world : to whose name be all blessing

and praise, world without end. Ame7i.
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A Prayer under Crosses and Disappointments in

our Affairs.
j

O MY Lord ! I live by thee ; and on thee I continu-

ally depend for life, and breath, and all things. Thy
providence has appointed my station, and ordered

whatever concerns me in the world. If not so much
as a sparrow falls to the ground without thee, and the

very hairs of our head are all numbered ; thou canst

not be unconcerned in the changes and accidents that

befall thy servants ; and the things that appear casual

to us, are the appointments of thy good pleasure.

Restrain me, therefore, O Lord, from fretting myself

in any wise to do evil. And help me to take up my
cross, and follow my meek and lowly Saviour, in

self-denial and in quiet submission to the will of mv
heavenly Father.

O who am I, sinful wretch, that I should never be

crossed, nor have any thing to trouble me ! Thy will

be done, O Lord, how much soever my own corrupt

will may be opposed and mortified. Let me desire

nothing but the glory of thy name : and if thou seest

it needful to try me in the furnace of affliction, enable

me to kiss thy rod, and to learn obedience by the

things which I suffer. And, O grant that the things

which disappoint miy carnal wishes, may indeed be

over ruled for the glory of thy name, and for the fur-

therance of my own welfare in the great day of our

Under any great Difficulties and arduous Affairs,

O LoKD, thou art a God of knowledge ; thine un-

derstanding is infinite; nor art thou ever at a loss to

effect what is best for us. But thou knowest our

thoughts, Lord, that they are vain. Our wisdom
10
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is often at a stand, so that we know not what to do
for ourselves. At this time especially our affairs are

entangled ; we are perplexed in our counsels ; nor can
we find how to extricate ourselves from the difRculties

in which we are involved. But a man's goings are

of the Lord ; how then can man understand his own
way? his heart may advise his way, but the Lord
directs his steps ; there may be many devices in his

heart, but the counsel of the Lord, that shall stand.

If we lean not to our own understanding, but in all

our ways acknowledge thee, thou hast promised,

Lord, to direct our paths : and when we commit our

way to thee, and trust in thee, we have thy word,

that thou wilt bring it to pass. But thou hast pro-

nounced wo to them that take counsel, but not of thee

;

that cover with a covering, but not of thy Spirit, and
that have not asked at thy mouth.
Our eyes, therefore, are unto thee, God ; and to

thee we seek now for wisdom, that we may be able

to discern the path of duty. Without thee, O Lord,

our wisdom is folly ; be thou, therefore, graciously

present in our councils : and let us now be taught of

God, which way to take, and how to act most agree-

ably to thy blessed will, and most for our present and
eternal welfare ; we ask it for Jesus Christ's sake.

Amen.
_»,®@©<*~

A Frayer under Losses and Damages in our Goods
and Estate.

Blessed Lord ! thou art the great Proprietor and
Owner of all that w^e possess : the world is thine, and
the fulness thereof. And whether thou givest, oi

takest away, it becomes us to bless thy name in all.

Thou hast made me to abound with many things, of

which others are destitute ; and if thou also makest
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me to want what others abound with, yet teach me,

my God, how to suffer need, as well as to abound;

and in whatsoever estate I am, therewith to be con-

tent. And seeing- that all thing's come alike to all,

and that no one knows love or hatred by all that is

before him, let me not hastily conclude, that thou

art my enemy ; but rather hope, that thy chastise-

ments are tokens and expressions of thy love. What-
ever I may lose, let me never grieve as one that has

no hope of better things ; but cheerfully commit my-
self to thee, to choose my inheritance for me ; and

not be anxious about my worldly portion, so that I

may but see the joy of thy salvation. And, Lord,

repair to me these losses, in an infinitely better way,

out of thine own fulness, with the more precious

things that accompany salvation. Let me imitate thy

servants of old, who took joyfully the spoiling of their

goods, knowing that they had in heaven a better and

an enduring substance. O make me now the more

solicitous and industrious to lay up treasure in heaven.

And since I see how liitle any thing is to be confided

in here on earth, let me look less upon these tem-

poral things that are seen, and be most of all con-

cerned about the things that are unseen and eternal.-

Let it be henceforth my continual labour to provide

well for my soul, and to be rich towards God ; that

when all things here shall fail me, thou mayest never

fail me ; but be the strength of my heart, and my por-

tion for ever. Amen.

A Prayer in Time of threatening Dangers.

Great God, holy and just! I am amazed to think

of the dreadful wages which my sins have merited.

Fcarfulness and trembling are come upon me, and

my spirit is overwhelmed, and my heart fails me for
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fear, so that I know not what to do. But mine eyes

are upon thee, my great Saviour and mighty Deliverer,

to give me that help which it is in vain to expect from

man. Now that I am afraid, I will trust in thee ; and

under the shadow of thy wings will I make my re-

fuge, until these calamities be overpast. O my Lord,

take me under thy fatherly care and almighty pro

tection ; and save me from the hands of my enemies,

and from the evils w^hich I dread. O dispel the

clouds ; and turn away the storms ; and clear up the

face of heaven, which is now so blackened over my
head. Thou, Lord, who knowest how to deliver, and

art never at a loss to effect what thou wilt, command,
I pray thee, deliverances for me ; and be not far from

me when trouble is so nigh unto me ; but let me find

thy help at hand, in this time ofmy extreme necessity.

my God, thoQ hast been a shelter for me, and a

strong tower of defence against the enemy. And.
though I walk in the midst of trouble, thou wilt re-

vive m.e : thou wilt stretch forth thy hand against my
enemy ; and thy right hand shall save me. O my
Saviour, I flee unto thee to hide me. Be thou pleased

to defend me from them that rise up against me.
Consider the trouble that I suffer of them that hate

me : and lead me in thy righteousness, because ol

my enemies ; make thy way straight before my face.

Deliver me, O Lord, from the evil and violent man,
and from my persecutors, that are stroncier than I

O let not any that are my enemies wrongfully rejoice

over me ; but show me some token for good that they

who hate me, may see it, and be ashamed, because

thou. Lord, hast holden me, and comforted me.
fortify me against that fear of man which bringeth a

snare. Let me never be so awed by my fellow

creatures, as not to stand in awe of thee, my God
Let me never trespass against thee, to ingratiate my
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self v/ith them ; or decline thy service through fear

of their displeasure. Thou hast been my help : O
be thou pleased to come now to my succour, and to

show thyself graciously and powerfully on my behalf.

Hear me, Lord, for the glory of thy name ; that i

may see thy hand, and acknowledge thy power, and

admire thy love, and adore thy goodness, while I have
my being. Amen, and Amen.

A Prayer under sad Accidents, and Disasters falling

on the Body.

O Lord, most high I the all-disposing God! who
hast taught us, that affliction rises not out of the dust,

nor comes without thine appointment, but is thy mes-
senger to fulfil thy wnli; thou hast good reason to do

as thou hast done, though the reason may be hid from

us. I know, Lord, that thy judgments are right,

and that thou, in faithfulness, hast afflicted me. O
why should a living man com.plain, a man for the

punishment of his sins ? Great God! I humbly sub-

mit to thy hand, and will bear the effects of thy dis-

pleasure, which I have brought down upon myself.

my Lord, give me patience, and strength, and
grace, proportionable to this great trial ; and enable me
so to demean myself under it, that, after the affliction,

1 may find cause to say, it was good for me to be af-

flicted. Thou that hast torn and smitten, thou alone

art able to heal the breaches thou hast made. Do thou

remember me in my low estate, for the sake of that

mercy of thine Vv^hich endureth for ever; and help

me to find out the cursed things that have provoked

thee so to stretch out thy hand upon me. O that I

may search and try my ways, and turn to the Lord,

and bring forth fruits meet for repentance. And for

his sake who was wounded for our transgressions, and
10=^
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bruised for our iniquities, Lord, forgive and heal my
soul, that has sinned against thee : and, in thy good
time, restore my body too, if it seem good in thy

sight; and make me to hear joy and gladness, that

the bones which thou hast broken may rejoice.

If thou wilt. Lord, thou canst make me whole. O
may it be thy good pleasure now to glorify thy power
and mercy in my recovery ; or, however thou shalt

dispose of this vile body, grant me, O my God, an
humble resignation to thy will, and satisfaction with

thy dealings ; and make this afflictive dispensation,

which is so grievous at the present, to have a favour-

able and happy issue. O make it the messenger of

thy love to my soul, and the means of sanctifying

and preparing it for the Lord, and of fitting it to re-

ceive all the saving mercies of my God in Jesus

Christ. Amen.

A Prayer under Confinement and Loss of Liberty.

O Lord, my God, infinitely kind and good ! I have,

through thy gracious indulgence, long enjoyed my
freedom in the world ; and been permitted to go in

and out, whither I Avould, at my pleasure. But now
that I am under restraint, and confined to this place

O how much sore affliction ought I with patience to

endure, for turning ray liberty into licentiousness

and for wandering (as I have done) from thee, and

wearying myself in the ways of wickedness ! This

confinement I acknowledge to be but a light correc-

tion, indeed, to one who deserves to be shut up in the

eternal prison, from whence there is no redemption.

But for thy dear Son, my blessed Saviour's sake, I

beg, Lord, that this restraint may be, not in judgment,

but in mercy to me ; that it may bring me to timely

consideration, and to a deep repentance for all those
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sinful liberties which I have taken, in living after my
own foolish and hurtful lusts : let it remove me out

of the way of temptations, and engage me more closely

and dutifully to attend upon thee ; that in thy service

I may find a better freedom than that which I have
lost : let me obtain, by means of it, a freer access

into thy presence, and power to tread down the ene-

mies of my soul, whensoever they rise up against me.
that now I am sequestered from the world, I

may also be crucified unto it ; and may leave it in

affection, as I am shut out from its conversation.

Let me in heart and mind ascend and dwell abov^e,

and have my conversation in heaven, and enjoy such
fellowship with thee, my God and Saviour, as shall

be infinitely preferable to all the society and enjoy-

ments of the world. If the Son of God shall make
me free, I shall be free indeed. O pity me, tied as

I am, and bound with the chain of my sins. Bring
my soul out of prison, that I may give thanks unto

thy name. Set my feet in a large room, that I may
be at liberty to run the way of thy commandments.
Then, however confined as to my body, even though
I were to lie in a gaol or a dungeon, I should be a

prisoner of hope ; looking for that blessed hope, to

be delivered from the bondage of corruption, into the

glorious liberty of the children of God. I ask this

for the sake of him who was apprehended, and con-

fined, and put to death for us, and now liveth and
reigneth with thy eternal self, and holy Spirit, over

all, God blessed for evermore. Amen.

A Prayer upon the News of others^ Death.

O Thou ever-living and all-disposing God ; in

whose hands our breath is, and whose summons we
must all obey ! What are we ; what is man, even at
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his best estate, but altogether vanitj'- ! What man is

he that liveth, and shall not see death ? The great

and the mean, the wise and the foolish, the evil and
the good, all yield up the ghost, and go down to the

grave. Thou art pleased, O my God, to spare me
whilst many of my neighbours and acquaintances

are taken to their long home. Thou leavest me yet

a living monument of thy goodness, long-suffering,

and forbearance. what am I better than others,

that I should have farther opportunities of working
out my salvation, when others have the things which
belong to their peace for ever hid from their eyes ?

Why have I not long since experienced the common
lot of all men ? Why have I not been called to give

unto thee an account of my stewardship ? let me
not be as the brutes that have no understanding,

without mindfulness of my mortality, or conside-

ration of my latter end ; but in the death of others,

let me see, as in a glass, my own frail and uncertain

state. Let me see that there is but a step between
me and death ; and that, however my days may be

prolonged on earth, I must at last go to the place ap-

pointed for all men living. let me begin to answer
the great end of life ; and so live as one that surely

expects to die. And when my own turn shall come,
may I depart in peace, and sleep in Jesus ; having
my soul safe in thy hands, and my body resting in

hope of gloriously rising at the last day ; through
him w^ho is the resurrection and the life, our blessed

Saviour and Redeemer Jesus Christ. Amen.

A Prayer upon the Death of our dear Friends.

Grp:at God, the Lord of all; thou dost whatsoever
thou pleasest in heaven and in eaith; thou givest,

and thou takest away : thou raisest up and thou cast-
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est down: nor can any stay thy hand, or say unto

thee, What doest thou ? But in all that thou doest

thou art wise, and righteous, and good. Thou art

just in depriving us of those enjoyments which we
have unworthily idolized, or ungratefully abused.

Blessed be thy name, therefore, as well when thou

takest away, as when thou givest. Yet, Lord, in

mercy turn these losses to the advantage of my soul

;

and grant me such abundant supplies out of thine

own fulness, that I may find in thee infinitely more
than in all earthly friends and comforts. They were
but instruments and means of conveyance ; thou,

who art the eternal spring and fountain of all good,

art still the same ; and amidst all these changes
changest not. O let me find, though bereft of the

creature, I am not forsaken of my God ; and that,

though I have nothing, I am really possessed of all

things.

O my heavenly Father, take my eyes off fronti

such poor dying comforts, to fix them upon the only

satisfying good ; in the enjo3'"ment of which consists

all my true life, and peace, and happiness. And let

the frequent disappointments that I find in all the

enjoyments of the world, teach me more wisdom
than to place my affections upon them.. Help me to-

disengage and loosen my heart from them, and raise

up my desires and hopes to those glorious objects,

which are so infinitely to be preferred before them.

let me be more crucified to the world, where is

nothing but vanity and vexation of spirit : and may
1 have my conversation more in heaven, where my
blessed Lord is, and all his happy followers, of whom
the world was not worthy ; and where there is every
thing that the soul of man can want or wish. God of

the spirits of all flesh, and especially of the just made
perfect, help me so to follow thy servants, who are
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departed in the Lord, that I, with them, may be

counted worthy to live in thy presence, and to spend

an eternity in the love and praises, the fellowship

and enjoyment, of thee, my God, who art blessed for

evermore. Amen.

A Prayer upon the Remembrance offormer Sins.

O WHO can understand his errors ? Who can call

to mind the innumerable offences of his past life ?

Since the time that I began to act, what, alas ! have
I ever done that was free from sin ? And, the

heinous offences, the presumptuous sins, the great

transgressions whereof I have been guilty ; which
stare me in the face, and alarm my conscience, and
cast down my soul within me I When I consider

the circumstances under which I have committed
them, that they have been done against such light

and love, such calls and warnings, such convic-

tions and encouragements as I have experienced

from the Lord, I am covered with confusion,

my God, and filled with bitter remorse and terrible

apprehensions. if they should rise up in judg-

ment against me, they could not but utterly sink m^
into perdition. But, O Lord my God, help me so to

remember them, that thou mayest blot them out ot

the book of thy remembrance ; and so to humble hiy-

self for them, that thou mayest never lay them to my
charge. For thine own mercy's sake hide thy face

from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities, espe-

cially those which have taken such a hold upon me,
that I am not able to look up. And though thou hast

kept me from my deserved shame in this world, O
let not thy indulgence embolden me to repeat my
sins ; but let this, thy goodness, O my God, work in

me a more deep and serious repentance.
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And thou, Lord Almighty, who alone canst bring
good out of evil, be thou pleased to make my past

errors an occasion of my surer standing for the fu-

ture. O embitter the pleasures of sin to me, and
hedge up the ways of wickedness (as with thorns and
briars) before me ; that I may loathe, as much as

ever I have loved, my hateful ways, and never re-

turn again to such baseness and folly. And let the

remembrances of all my former offences not only lead

me to repentance, but stimulate me to more circum-
spection and watchfulness in future : that I may not

live so far from thee, as I have done, nor trespass

against thee any more ; but may pass the time oi

my sojourning here in fear : O grant it for the sake
of him whom I have so impiously trodden under
foot, and to whose Spirit I have done so great de-

spite, even thy Son Jesus Christ, my only Mediator
and Advocate. Amen.

The convinced Si7i7ier''s Trayer.

Hearken to the voice of my cry, my King and my
God ! for unto thee will I pray. But wherewithal
shall I appear before the Lord, and bow myself before

the most high God, whose holy laws I have broken,

and whose just displeasure I have incurred ! I ac-

knowledge my transgression, O Lord, and my sin is

ever before me. My iniquities are gone over my
head, as a sore burden ; they are too heavy for me to

bear. When thou, with rebukes, dost chasten man
for his iniquity, thou makest his beauty to consume
away like a moth. My sin now has found me out;

and that which once I thought too little to be repent-

ed of, seems now too great to be pardoned. I flatter-

ed myself in my own eyes, till my iniquity is found to

be hateful. I thought I was rich, and increased with
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goods, and had need of nothing : but now I find that I

am wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and
naked ; so that there is nothing but disorder and ruin

in my souL I have undone myself; but to work my
own recovery, I have no sufficiency. how wicked
have I been to harbour the mind, and allow myselt
in the way, which is enmity against God ! How ig-

norant, 3^et how confident ! How vile, yet how arro-

gant ! In what need of mercy, yet how unmerciful

!

How sinful, yet how impenitent ! How bold in the

sins where conscience reproved me ; but how indiffe-

rent in the cause where thy good Spirit encouraged
me ! the spoils, and ruins, and desolations which
my sins have made in my soul. How darkened has
been my mind; how perverted my will; how sen-

sualized my affections ; how disordered my passions;

how hardened my heart : and how mad have I been in

cleaving unto things displeasing to my God, and de-

structive to my soul!

Vain would be the attempt to hide any thing from
thee, who fillest heaven and earth. What shall I say
unto thee, Lord ? I scarcely know how to speak any
thing bad enough of myself. O wo is me, that I

have do.ne so foolishly and wickedly ! Whither shall

I betake myself, seeing that against thee, O Lord, I

have so sinned and done such evil in thy sight ! Thou
art the offended Majesty, out of whose reach I cannot
escape, and v%'hose judgments I can never be able to

endure. A guilty consciousness makes me afraid to

come unto thee
;

yet I know there is nothing but

certain destruction if I keep away from thee. And
though there is no peace to the wicked, whilst he
continues in his sins, yet if the wicked forsake his

way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts, and re-

turn to the Lord, thy promise then, O God, is, to

have mercy upon him, and abundantly to pardon. I
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have none to look unto for deliverance from my sins,

but unto the just and holy God, against whom I have
^0 grievously sinned. And how shall I stand in thy

^ight, Lord, who hatest and condemnest the works
of darkness, and the workers of iniquity ? whose
wrath against sin burns deep as hell, and as long as

eternity.

I submit, great Lord, to thy offended Majesty ! and
whithersoever I look, I have no hope but in thine

almighty power, thy super-abounding grace, and
thine ever-endurir^g mercy. Nothing is too hard for

thee to effect. The most wretched case is not past

thy cure. Though our sins be as scarlet, thou canst

make them as white as snow : though they be red

like crimson, thou canst make them as wool. Yea,
thou hast found a ransom, and laid help upon One
that is mighty, even on thy dear Son, who is able to

save to the uttermost all that come unto God through

him. If I had not sinned, I had no need of such a

Redeemer; but it was the sinful and the lost whom
he came to seek and save. To the Lord Jesus there-

fore do I look, with the desire of my soul, to find

healing through the precious blood of his cross. O
merciful God ! when my sins cry to thee for ven-

geance, be thou pleased to hear his blood and merits

pleading and interceding for my soul, and speaking

better things in my behalf, than I am able to do for

myself in all my prayers.

Behold, O merciful Lord, a miserable object, on
whom to glorify thy power and mercy ! look upon
me, in my blood, and bid me live. Speak death to

my sins, that my soul may live, and for ever bless thy

name. Turn away thy face from my sins, and blot

out all my iniquities. For thy name's sake, Lord,

pardon my sin, for it is great ; too great for any but

a God of infinite goodness and mercy to forgive. O
11
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magnify thyself in my deliverance. Make it seen, in

thy work upon my soul, how great things, worthy of

God, thou canst do ; that where sin hath abounded,

thy grace can much more abound. Keturn, Lord,

deliver my soul : O save me for thy mercy's sake.

Save me from the guilt and punishment, from the

power and pollution, of all my sins. And thou. Lord,

who knowest how to deliver, make me some way to

escape out of the perplexities into which my sins have

cast me : that my iniquities may not be my ruin

;

but that they may be taken away and forgiven, and
washed out with the blood of Jesus Christ. Turn
thou me, O Lord God of my salvation, that I may be

turned from my sins, and from this present evil world,

unto thyself. give me such conviction as may end
in sound conversion ; and let me experience in myself

that grace of God which bringeth salvation. I want
thy grace, Lord ; and I shall want it to all eternity,

if thou be not pleased to look graciously upon me in my
blessed Redeemer. Thou wilt not have the less, how
much soever thou bestowest : and thou canst not be-

stow thy grace upon any one that more needs it than

myself. O God of all grace, that keepest mercy for

thousands, hast thou not a blessing for me ; a blessing

for my perishing soul? For thy dear Son, my only

Saviour's sake, let me find such grace in thy sight.

O get thee everlasting glory, in so favouring the most

unworthy of thy creatures. And whatever thou with-

holdest, O deny me not thy saving grace, which, though

so precious a treasure, is not too great or good for the

God of infinite mercy to bestow. Do that work of thy

grace thoroughly upon my heart, for which I may
have cause to glorify thy name for evermore. Amen.
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A Prayer under the Bread of GOD'S Wrath,
a7id everlasting Damriation.

Lord, the great and dreadful God! against

whom I have greatly sinned, and who, for my sins,

art justly displeased; when I consider the holiness ol

thy laws, and the strictness of thy justice, and when
I reflect upon the heinous and innumerable sins ol

my heart and life, my flesh trembles for fear of thee,

and I am. afraid of thy judgments. O who may stand

in thy sight, when once thou art angry ? Who can

bear up for ever, under all the vials of thy wrath,

when they shall be poured out to the uttermost ; when
thy mercy shall be clean gone, and thou shalt cast ofl',

and be favourable no more ? Yet would that be my
woful portion, if thou, Lord, shouldst enter into

judgment with me; I could then hope for no better,

but to be deprived of all the comforts of this life, and
to be delivered into the bitter pains of eternal death.

But though the just wages of my sins be death, yet

the gift of God is eternal life, through Jesus Christ

our Lord. O for his dear sake, who has satisfied thy

justice, and appeased thy wrath, and suffered and died

once, that v.^e might not suffer and die for ever, even

for thy Son's sake. God and Father, have mercy
upon me, a miserable sinner : from thy wrath, and
from everlasting damnation, good Lord deliver me.

And help me, in the fear of thee, my God, to flee

from the wrath to come ; and to rid my hands, and

my heart, of every cursed thing that provokes the

eyes of thy glory, and kindles thine indignation

against thy creatures.

O thou blessed Saviour of the world, save me from

my sins, and from all their dismal eff'ects ; and re-

concile me to God, and make my peace through the

blood of thy cross. Thou tookest upon thee our
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mortal nature, that thou mightest, through death, de-

stroy him who had the power of death ; and deliver

them who, through fear of death, were a'll their life-

time subject to bondage. Have compassion. Lord, I

beseech thee, on my infirmities, and suffer me not to

fall a prey to my own fears. But be surety for thy

servant for good : undertake for me to discharge that

heavy load of debt which I have contracted ; that being

justified by faith, I may have peace with God, through

our Lord Jesus Christ. Hide not thy face from me, O
my Lord, lest I be like to them that go down into the

pit ; but revive my soul with the sense of thy love, and
the hopes of everlasting salvation ; that I may give

thee thanks from the ground of my heart, and tell

with gladness what thou hast done for my soul, and
keep myself ever in thy love, looking for the mercy
of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life. Amen.

A Frayer under Fears and Doubts of our spiritual

Condition.

O Lord my God, I hope thou hast, of thy rich

mercy, changed and renewed me in some m-easure
;

and wrought a good work upon me, to bring me out

of my natural and lost condition into a state of grace

and salvation. But yet the carnal nature is so pre-

dominant, and many sins are so lively and strong

within me, and the good things of thy Spirit are still

in so much weakness and imperfection, that I have
still just cause for fear

;
yea, the sorrows of my

heart are enlarged, and my soul is disquieted within

me. Alas ! what cause have I to question, whether
my spots are the spots of thy children, and whether
I have known the grace of God in truth, or Avhether

I do not deceive myself with vain hopes and expecta-

tions.



FEARS AND DOUBTS. 119

Mine eyes are unto thee, Lord my God. Leave
not my soul destitute. From the ends of the earth

will I cry unto thee : when my heart is overwhelmed
within me, lead me to the Rock that is higner than L
O Lord rebuke me not in thine anger, neither chas-

ten me in thy sore displeasure. Forsake me not, O
my God ; be not far from me. Make haste to help

me, O Lord, my salvation. Attend to my cry, for I

am brought very low: hear me speedily; my spirit

foils. Save me, God, for the waters are come in

unto my soul : I sink in the deep mire, where is no
standing. Bring my soul out of prison, that I may
praise thy name.

show me the true state of my soul, and make me
to know the things that are freely given me of God.
Deliver me, gracious Lord, from all those evils which
provoke thee to hide thy face from me, and which
make me so much a stranger to peace and comfort.

O grant me clear and satisfactory evidences of my
calling and election ; and seal a comfortable assurance

of thy blessed love in Christ Jesus upon my soul. O
thou that didst say to the wind and waves. Be still,

and they obeyed thee, compose my soul, which is so

disquieted within me : and bring me to see the light

of thy countenance, and the joy of thy salvation. O
thou that art of power to establish us, be pleased to

establish my heart with grace ; and let me be rooted

and grounded in the faith, that I may not stagger

through unbelief, but hold the beginning of my con-

fidence steadfast to the end. Rejoice the soul of thy
servant, for unto thee, Lord, do I lift up my soul.

And let the joy of the Lord be my strength, that I

may be victorious over my sins, and abound in thy

work ; and never be so much pleased with anything,

as with doing the things which are pleasing to my
God, throueh Jesus Christ. Amen.

*>

11*
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A Frayer under stro7ig Temptations.

Holy God ! I desire to humble myself here before

thee, for that continual proneness which is in me, to

sin against thee. After all the great things thou

hast done for me, alas ! how ready am I still to de-

stroy myself! The malicious tempter is laying snares

for me every where, and the world is distracting my
attention both with its cares and pleasures. And, O
h'ov/ prone is my sinful flesh to take part with my
enemy against my own soul ! Innumerable evils

have compassed me about ; my iniquities have taken

hold upon me, so that I am not able to look up.

They are more than the hairs of my head, therefore

my heart faileth me. O the sin that still dwell-

eth in me, that is so nigh to me, that does so easily

beset me, and is so apt to prevail against me ; draw-
ing me away from the path of duty, and leading me
to things destructive to my soul ! wretched man
that I am, who shall deliver me from the body of this

death ? Now that the custom of sinning has so in-

creased my sinful inclinations, that the leopard may
as soon change his spots, and the Ethiopian his skin,

as I, who am accustomed to evil, can of myself cease

from it ; how shall I escape, if thou, O my God, do

not stretch forth thine arm for my deliverance ?

But with thee, the Almight}^ God, all things are

possible
;
yea, thou canst as easily make me holy, as

command me to be so. To thee all the powers of

hell are weakness ; nor can any thing in the world

resist thy will. pity thy poor tempted creature,

and give me not up to a reprobate sense, and to vile

affections, nor to such blindness of mind and hard-

ness of heart, as will render me past feeling. Punish
not my former sins, by giving me over to their sway
and power ; but let it be thy gracious pleasure,
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Lord, that all my prevailing iniquities may flee and
perish at thy presence. O speak powerfully to my
filthy corruptions ; say, Hitherto shall ye go, and no
farther. Stop and heal the diseases of my soul, that

they may no more break out as they have done, to

the dishonour of thy name, the wounding of my con-

science, and the hindering of my own and others'

peace. Yea, so sanctify my nature, O Lord, and re-

new me in the spirit of my mind, that my heart may
rise against those baneful evils ; and that I may hate

all iniquity, and every false way. Enable me so to

resist the devil, that he may flee from me. Give me
power from on high, to set me above all my sins ; and

give me grace sufficient for me, that I may not be

false in thy covenant, nor regardless of my own best

interests, but may manfully fight thy battles, and ap-

prove myself thy faithful soldier and servant to my
life's end. Make me faithful unto death, that thou

mayest give me a crown of life : and take me in due
time from this state of warfare, to reign with thee

in glory for evermore, through Jesus Christ our

Lord. Amen.

A Prayer after a Relapse into Sin.

MY God ! I am filled with confusion ; I know
not how to lift up my face unto thee, from whom I

have so foolishly departed, and against whom I have
so greatly sinned. I am ashamed to confess unto

thee, what, alas ! 1 have not been afraid to commit
against thee. Thou, Lord, hast made me to know
better ; but I have held the truth in unrighteousness

;

and therefore deserve to be beaten with many stripes,

seeing that I have known thy will, but have not

done it. Alas ! how often have I been taught (as

with briers and thorns) what an evil and bitter thing
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it is to trespass against the Lord ; and yet I have re-

peatedly committed those very offences of which I

have professed to repent, and of which I know I must
repent : nor have I only resisted the clearest light

and conviction, but have trampled on the richest

grace and love ; therefore I am inexcusable, righ-

teous Lord ! and have nothing to say in my own
defence. No ; the guilt which I have contracted,

stops my mouth. O into what a depth am I fallen !

and is there any hope now for one that has so wil-

fully, so heinously offended ? O my Lord, the pardon
and grace which I am necessitated to ask at thy

hands, are much greater than I have any reason to

expect
;
yet not greater than thou, the God of all

grace, canst give : nor greater than thou hast pro-

mised to bestow upon all repenting and returning

sinners. To all who turn from their iniquities thou

hast declared, that thou wilt have mercy upon them,

and abundantly pardon
;
yea, thou hast made a way

for their redemption by the death of thine own be-

loved Son. O then, let that blessed Saviour, whom
thou hast sent into the world, exercise his power and
pity towards me in this my woful condition ! make
for me some way to escape, that I may not be thus

taken captive by the devil at his will. Gracious God !

there is nothing in me but sin and misery ; but with

thee there is mercy : have mercy, therefore, Lord,

have mercy on me for thy mercy's sake : spare me,
good Lord, and withhold thine hand from inflicting

upon me the vengeance I deserve : for thy own
name's sake pardon my iniquity, which is so exceed-

ing great ; absolve me from the guilt of it ; deliver

me from its power, and cleanse me from the pollution

of it. I confess, with shame, that I have gone astray,

like a sheep that is lost; but O I bring me back to

thy fold.; bring me back to the Shepherd and Bishop
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of my soul ; a«nd advance thine own glory in saving

the chief of sinners.

O Lord of love, the God of my mercy, speak

peace unto my soul, and let me no more return to

folly. Give me grace to mortify this my besetting

sin. I have indeed broken my vows repeatedly; yet

once more would I determine, through thy grace, to

resist this enemy of my soul ; I will go forth in thy

strength : O do thou confirm my resolutions, and
enable me to perform my vows. Thou compas-

sionate God, that succourest the tempted, lead me not

into temptation ; but let thy good Spirit guide me,
and thine everlasting arms be underneath me ; up-

hold me, that I may not fall ; cause me to walk more
circumspectly, and with full purpose of heart to

cleave unto the Lord. O let these, my repeated mis-

deeds, increase my hatred of sin, and my watchful-

ness in thy ways : and let me not only now, but at

all times, have the fear of thee before my eyes, and
be continually leaning on the arm of my Beloved,

that so I may walk worthy of my high calling, and
be kept by thy power, through faith, unto salvation.

Amen and Amen.

Another humbling Office under any Fall into Sin.

O JUST and holy God ! what shall I say unto thee,,

and how shall I show my face before thee, after I

have so highly offended thy glorious Majesty, and

violated thy righteous commands ! O that I should

have such lamentable occasion again to confess and

bewail the sin which I have so often confessed and

bewailed ! Holy Lord ! I am ashamed that I have

such need to repeat these confessions ; and afraid,

lest my sins should have so provoked thee, that thou

wilt hear me no more. O what mercy, from the
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Father of mercies, do I experience, that the judge-

ments which I have merited are not executed upon

me ! What patience, but that of the long-suffering

God, would ever bear with such a wretch, who has

continued to provoke him every day ? Most justly

mightest thou. Lord, refuse to hear me now crying to

thee in the anguish of my soul, since I have so often

refused to hear thee, calHng upon me by the motions

of thy holy Spirit. O the havock and desolation

which sin has made in my soul ! Surely the many
aggravations of my sin do make it beyond measure
sinful ; such frequent returns to sin do ruin my
hopes, so that I am ready to fear, lest thou shouldst

abandon me to my wretched self, and leave me to

my ruin : and to lie and perish in my sins, because I

have revolted more and more.

Behold, I am vile in my own eyes, I abhor myself,

and humble my soul in the dust before thee, O Lord

!

I acknowledge my transgressions, and am sorely

afraid of thy judgments. My sins have taken such

hold of me, that my heart fails me. Yet, Lord, if

thou wilt, thou canst make me clean, and make me
whole. I come, therefore, once more to implore

mercy for my perishing soul. Thou who hast

charged us to forgive an offending brother seventy
times seven (even as oft as he repents) will not thy-

self be less merciful to thine offending creatures,

when they seek forgiveness at thy hands. Though
we so often forget our duty, thou canst never forget

to exercise mercy. A woman may sooner forget her
child, than thou shut up thy compassions from the

penitent and returning prodigal. Let that mercy,
then, O my Lord, that has hitherto so wonderfully
endured me, be yet farther exercised towards me, to

the full extent of my necessities.

In the day of my trouble I will call upon thee ; foi
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thou wilt answer me. I believe, Lord, thy power
and thy readiness to relieve those who prostrate

themselves before thee. For that end didst thou, O
blessed Saviour, come into the world ; for that end

didst thou shed thy precious blood ; even that thou

mightest atone for our sins, and reconcile us to our

offended God. O that I, who have the greatest need

of that atonement, may feel the benefit of it; and

that where sin has abounded, thy grace may much
more abound ! Look upon me, O Lord, as thou didst

on thine offending disciple ; to melt my heart into a

kindly relenting and penitent concern for this great

evil. Make me to look on him whom my sins have

pierced, that I may mourn, and be in bitterness, for

the grievous offences which I have committed against

thee, the Lord of love and the God of all my mercies.

What is past I cannot recall ; but thou, my Lord and

Saviour, canst remit it, and give me grace to repent

of it. O give me such true repentance for it, that

thou mayest blot it out of thy remembrance, and be

reconciled to my guilty soul.

And grant, gracious Lord, that the custom of

sinning may not render me insensible of my guilt, or

ever lead me to commit these great sins with little

remorse. Nor let it so increase my sinful inclina-

tions, that I should become a slave of corruption, or

be induced to harbour within my soul its greatest

enemies. Be thou, O Lord, my strong tower of de-

fence against them ; and enable me to go on con-

quering and to conquer, till, in the name of the Lord,

I have destroyed them. So often have I fallen by

their hands, that I fear lest one day I should so fall

by them, as never to rise again. But thou, my
strength and my Redeemer, art stronger than the

strong one, and able to secure me from his most vio-

ent assaults. blessed keeper of Israel ! keep
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back thy servant from presumptuous sins ; let them
not have dominion over me; that I may be upright

and innocent from the great transgression. Punish not

my past sins, by giving me up to commit iniquity with

greediness ; but subdue my iniquities that prevail

against me ; and pluck me out of the mire and the

snare, for thy mercy's sake. O that the same mercy
which has hitherto so often spared me may now be ex-

ercised in the renewal of my soul : let it so strengthen

all the good things of thy grace within me, that I may
be able to do all things conducive to thine honour,

and necessary to my own salvation. O let me be found

faithful unto death, that thou mayest give me the

crown of life ; not for any worthiness in me, but

for the worthiness of thy dear Son, and for the sake

of thy own tender mercies in Christ Jesus. Amen.

A Prayer for temporal Blessings.

Lord our God, thou knowest that while we are

in this life we stand in need of continual supplies

for the support and nourishment of our bodies ; and
thou hast promised to impart them unto all who seek

first thy kingdom and the righteousness thereof.

Thou hast also commanded us to ask of thee our

daily bread ; and to cast our care upon thee, for ail

that is needful for us. I pray therefore to thee, my
heavenl}' Father, for such a portion as in thy wisdom
iriay seem to be suited to my condition. While I

have a life to be nourished, let me not want the sup-

ports and comforts of it. Give me skill and ability

to provide for myself : and add thy blessing to my
endeavours. Where I cannot supply all my own
necessities, do thou raise up friends to help me,
that I may never be destitute of food convenient for

me. And havinir food and raiment, let me be there-
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with content. In prosperity, keep me from forgetting

thee : and in adversity, keep me from thinking my-
self forgotten of thee. O keep me from all unne-

cessary cares, and unprofitable disquietudes. Teach
me how to want, as well as bow to abound. Add to

me, O my Father, what at any time thou knowest

me to need ; and ble-ss to me every thing which thou

bestowest, that my bodily comforts may not be to me
an occasion of falling, but rather an encouragement
to my duty, and an incentive to me to abound in thy

love and praise. And in the want of all other supplies

and succours, be thou, O God, my all in all, in life

and death, and for evermore, for Christ's sake. Amen.

A Prayer in Prosperity.

Blessed God, rich in goodness and mercy ! thou

art the portion of my inheritance and of my cup;

thou maintainest my lot. The lines are fallen to me
in pleasant places ; and I have a goodly heritage. I

abound and am full of thy good things ; and am sur-

rounded on every side with thy mercies. Thou
makest my affairs to succeed in such a manner, that

[ cannot but be pleased and satisfied with my condi-

tion ; and desire with all my soul to acknowledge,

and bless, and praise thee, for all thy special favours,

wherein thou hast made me to dilTer. Glory be to

thee, Lord, who has dealt so well with thine un-

worthy servant ; and signalized me with such great

and manifold blessings. But when thou hast made
my mountain to stand strong, I must not say in my
prosperity, I shall never be moved. I know not what
shall be on the morrow, nor how soon the sun that

now shines upon me may be hid. Lord help me
in the time of my health, and peace, and prosperity,

to remember and provide for the time of trouble, and
12
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sickness, and death ; v/hen the world's enjoyments
will shrink away from me, and prove utterly unable

to support and comfort me. Yea, because the pros-

perity of fools destroys them, and the gaining of the

world is the loss of so many souls
;
grant, heaven-

ly Father, that this world may not be my portion,

that I may not abuse the world's good to thy disho-

nour and my own undoing ; nor turn the gifts of thy

bounty into weapons of rebellion against thee. But
enable me to use them in thy fear : and to do thee

better service in proportion to the obligations thou

layest upon me. make me as willing, as thou hast

made me able, to refresh the bowels of my poorer

brethren ; and to give to them as freely as I mysell

have received. Let not m.y riches be kept to my
hurt ; but rather be laid out to do myself and others

the most substantial good. As I have opportunity,

let me do good to all ; especially to them who are

of the household of faith.

gracious Lord ! take the snare out of my worldly

enjoyments ; and preserve me from the danger and
destruction that so commonly attends a full and pros-

perous condition. And rather deprive me of all my
earthly possessions, than suffer them to impede my
progress towards thy heavenly kingdom. let me
not want the affliction which thou knowest to be need-
ful for my salvation. And though thou makest me
poor, or givest me trouble, let me be contented, and
bless thy name, as well when thou takest from, me, as

when thou givest to me. But whatever I have here
to enjoy, O let me never set my heart upon it ; nor
trust in uncertain riches, but in the ever-living God,
who alone can be a suitable portion for my immortal
soul. O preserve me from pride and forgetfulness of

thee, from love of the world, and from all other vices

and corruptions incident to a high and plentiful
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estate. And let none of my abundance or success

in the world, ever puff me up with a proud conceit of

myself, or a scornful disdain of others, or a wanton
rebellion against the Lord. O let it not turn me from

thee : but with the cords of love do thou draw me
nearer to thyself. And with all my other plenty, let

me, my God, enjoy the fulness of thy grace, and be

rich in faith and good works. And with all my other

successes, O that my soul may prosper, and be made
glad with thy saving mercy, and thy favourable ac-

ceptance of me in Jesus Christ. Amen.

A Prayer for a Blessing on our intended Marriage,

my God, thy bountiful favours have exceeded

all my expectations, as well as my deserts ; and

though I have wretchedly abused thy kindness and

love, yet still thou waitest to be gracious ; and art not

weary of showing mercy. Now thy good provi-

dence, Lord, is opening a way for my future set-

tlement in life ; if thou knowest it to be for my good,

Lord of love, promote and bring it to pass. But

grant that I may proceed in thy fear; and that while

1 am seeking to have my own designs accomplished,

I may have a just regard to the glory of thy name,

and desire nothing any further than it shall conduce

to the eternal welfare of myself, and of thy servant,

on whom my thoughts and affections are fixed. O
give m^e such a partner of my fortunes as may be a

blessing to me, for this life and a better. And make
us truly beneficial and comfortable to one another in

all the best respects, pertaining to our chiefest good.

Grant, Lord, that we may be helps meet for each

other, in reference to both worlds ; and that our love

may be sincere without guile
;
pure without wanton-

ness ; and lasting without decay. thou that fashion-
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est all hearts, uniteiour affections upon truly Christian

principles, that they may not speedily decline, but

remain firm and durable to the end. Unite both

of us to thy blessed self, as well as to each other ;

that our marriage may be in the Lord : and that it

may not separate us from thee, but bring us nearer

to thee. grant us new supplies of thy grace, for

this new estate of our lives ; that we may fill up the

relation into which we are entering, as becomes thy

people. Let us not only be faithful in keeping the

marriage-bed undefiled ; but be mutual helps and
comforts, both in our temporal and spiritual concerns :

and ever conspire together, to promote our mutual
edification and comfort. Above all, let us live to

glorify and praise thee our God, through Jesus

Christ. Amen.

A Prayer for Blessing, Direct ton, Help, and good
Success, in any great Enterprise.

Lord God, infinitely wise and good, who teach-

est man knowledge, and givest both the skill and
power to accomplish our purposes ; I know not what
to do ; but mine eyes are upon thee ; and all my ex-

pectation is from thee : and I desire continually to

wait, and call, and depend upon thee. It is a great

work which I have now to do : but O how little

strength have I to do it. All my sufficiency is of

thee, who workest in us to will and to do of thy good
pleasure. Thou that hast been my help, leave me
not, nor forsake me, God of my salvaiion ; but let

me be taught of God, what I have to do: and let

the gracious Lord make me to understand what is

thy pleasure concerning me. O that my ways were
directed to please thee ; that so I might have the light

of thy countenance ever shining upon me !
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My Lord, and my God I leave me not in the hand
of my own counsel ; nor to the conduct of my own
foolish and deceitful heart ; but lead me by the way
that I should go, and teach me thy paths ; that dis-

cretion may preserve me, and understanding may
keep me. O make my way prosperous ; arwl give

me thy blessing and good success. Bring all needful

things to my remembrance ; and where I have not

the presence of mind, or the ability to perform thy
will, magnify thy power in my weaknc'ss ; and let

me go forth in thy strength ; and speed and prosper

by thy grace and blessing. Let thy good provi-

dence so be my defence and security, and thy holy

Spirit my guide and counsellor, that I may wisely
choose, and rightly manage, and successfully ac-

complish, the things wherein I am engaged.

Thy will be done, O Lord, however I may be

pleased or crossed ; and let me ever design thy glory,

whether it be for gain or loss, in respect of this

present life. O be thou still a gracious Father to me,
and a merciful Provider for me ; and grant me now
the comfortable sense of thy gracious acceptance of

me, and of thy designs of mercy towards me. Be
thou pleased to take me under thy fatherly care and
conduct; and preserve me from the evils into which
I am prone to fall ; and quicken me to the good
which I am averse to perform; establish thou the

work of my hands upon me; yea, the work of my
hands establish thou it. My God and guide, my help

and strength ! if thou lead me not, I shall run into

errors : if thou keep me not, I shall fall into dangers :

but hold thou me up, and I shall be safe. And let

me so experience thy power and presence with me,
that I may manage this and all my other affairs to

thy glory, and that in my dying reflections upon what
has past, my soul may have peace, and thy name be

glorified, through Jesus Christ. Amen.
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A Prayer when going Abroad.

O Lord, thou art the same God in all places : and
no where can I go, but thou art there. Both at

home and abroad, on my wa}'-, and at the end, thou

art ever with me, by thy universal presence : O let

me also experience the presence of his grace, and of

thy good Spirit with me ; to conduct and guide me
continually ; to protect and save me from all dangers

and mischiefs ; and to make my way prosperous, and
all my affairs successful. Let the blessings of the

Lord follow me, and rest upon me : and do thou pre-

serve my going out and my coming in ; and never

leave me nor forsake me, O Lord ; but be my God and
guide this day, in all this journey, and all my life

long. And make me to feel that my whole life is bul

a pilgrimage and passage through this world ; in

which I am continually hastening home, to the end

of all my travels, and to the place where I must take

up my everlasting abode.

merciful God I make me continually mindful of

that progress, and of that journey's end: and keep
me from either wandering from thy way, or falling

into sin of any kind; which would be the greatest

evil that could come upon me. Take care of me, I

beseech thee, and lead me, and keep me : and after

all my journeyings here, bring me safe at last to

thy holy hill, and to thy heavenly rest ; even to that

blessed end of my faith, the everlasting salvation of

my soul. I humbly ask this through the greatness

of thy mercy to me in thy dear Son, my gracious

Lord and only Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.
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A Prayer for llhimination and Knouledge.

Lord, thou eternal uncreated Light; thou hast

not left thyself without witness fimongst us ; bat in

thy word and works before us, and in our souls and

consciences within us, and in all thy creatures on

every side of us, thou hast left traces of thy power
wisdom, and goodness. That I have, therefore, nc

better knowledge of thee, and of the things belonging

to my peace, is my shame : it is owing to my sinful

dulness and negligence, in that which most nearly

and eternally concerns me. Ah ! Lord, I have not

improved in knowledge answerable to the light which
thou hast caused to shine upon me ; nor according to

the means of instruction wherewith thou hast blessed

me. But I have need to be taught, myself, the things

whereof I might have been a teacher of others. For
this I desire, Lord, to humble myself before thee, and
to implore thy pardon ; and I now come to ask wis-

dom at thy hands, knowing that thou givest to all

men liberally, and upbraidest not.

1 cannot see or know thee, Lord, but by the

beams of thine own light, which thou art pleased to

impart. O wilt thou vouchsafe yet farther and more
fully to manifest thyself to my soul ? Teach me to

know aright Thee^ the only true Goi, and Jesus

Christ whom thou hast sent. O blessed Sun of

Righteousness, arise upon me with healing in thy

wings ; to scatter all the clouds of folly, and igno-

rance, and error, and prejudice, that overspread my
soul. Open mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous
things out of thy law. And open my understanding,

that I may understand the Scriptures; and not re-

main in darkness concerning any thing that is need-

ful for me to know, in order to my present peace and

duty, and to my eternal safety and felicity. And
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whereinsoever I, or any whom I am concerned with,

are otherwise minded than we ought to be, God,
reveal the same r.o us : and let us all be taught of thee,

to know thee, from the greatest to the least ; and not

be unwise, but understanding what the will of the

Lord is.

That the soul be without knowledge is not good

.

incline our ears to wisdom, and our hearts to un
derstanding; that we may follow on to know the

Lord, and increase in the knowledge of God. Show
us thy ways, O Lord, and lead us in thy truth. And
whatever else we are ignorant of, let it be given unto
us to know the mysteries of the kingdom of God.

Lord, our light ! give as understanding in the way
of godliness : give us a spiritual discernment of the

things of thy Spirit : and make us wise unto salva

tion. Give us the spirit of wisdom and revelation,

in the knowledge of thee ; the eyes of our under-
standing being enlightened, that we may know what
is the hope of thy calling, and what the riches of the

glory of thine inheritance in the saints, and what is the

inigbty power of thy Spirit, which works in them
that believe.

O put thy law in our inward parts, and wTite it in

our hearts : that the Scriptures may not be to us a

book sealed, or a gospel hid ; but a lamp to our feet,

and a light to our paths. O that our ways were
directed to keep thy statutes ! Help us, O good Lord,

so to do thy will, that we may know the Scriptures

to be of God, and may have the witness in ourselves
;

and may perceive the divinity of thy word, by the

power and efficacy of it upon our lives. And though
now we see but darkly as in a glass, and know but in

pan; and cannot by searching find out the Almighty
to perfection

; yet help us still more and better to

know our God, so as we can know; till hereafter wo
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shall know as we arc known, and see face to face, in

that blessed presence of thine, where is fulness of

joy for evermore. Amen.

A Prayer for Faith and Trrist in GOD.
Without faith it is impossible to please thee,

God ; and therefore I come to beg of thee that faith

which is thy gift. Lord, help my unbelief; and in-

crease my faith. Whatever thou hj>.st revealed, let

me take it upon the credit of thy word.: and where I

have thy promise, let me not stagger through un-

belief, but fully persuade myself, that it shall be as

thou hast said. O bless and enrich my soul with

such a holy, lively, and unfeigned faith, as may en-

lighten my mind, and purify my heart, and influence

my whole life ; such a faith as may enable me to

receive Jesus Christ for my Saviour, and heartily to

give up myself to him as my Lord : that being ruled

and sanctified by him in this life, I may be for ever

saved and glorified by him in the life that is to come.

O help me so to assent unto the truths, that I may
also consent to the terms, of the gospel. And give

me that effectual faith which shall work by love ;

that faith which shall enable me to overcome the

world, and to fix my attention on those great and
glorious things which are unseen and eternal.

In my greatest darkness and distress, O let me
trust in the name of the Lord, and stay myself upon
my God : committing my ways unto thee, and cast-

ing my burden upon thee, and putting my trust in

thee, though thou slay me. Let me trust in tl'ine

almighty power to help and save ; in thy tender in-

clinations to pity and relieve; and in the sure pro-

mises which thy love hath made (and which thy

faithfulness will certainly make good) unto all that
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wait and call upon thee. And though I am not pre-

sently answered in the wishes of my heart, let me
tarry and wait patiently for the salvation of the

Lord ; and have my eyes upon the Lord my God,
till thou have mercy upon me. Yea, make me so

sound and strong in the faith, that my faith may never

fail ; but that it may be found to praise, and honour,

and glory, in every time of trial; and at the great

appearing of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

Ame7i.

A Prayer for the Power to live hy Faith upon
CHRIS T, a7id the Divine Promises.

It is thy command, O my Lord and Saviour, that

they who believe in God, should believe also in thee,

as their only Mediator with the Father; even in

thee, who countest it no robbery to be equal with
God ; yea, who thyself art over all, God blessed for

ever. Thou hast told us that it is life eternal to

know thee; and that, as none can come unto the

Father but by thee, so none shall perish who believe

in thee. O the riches of thy grace, and the wonders
of thy mercy, that it should so be done to poor sin-

ners I Blessed for ever be thy glorious name ! and
blessed be the God of all grace, who, of his abundant
mercy, has provided such a remedy for us in our lost

estate ; to save us through faith in thee, when we
could not be saved by any merits or performances
of our own.

Great and holy Lord ! in all that ever I do, I can-
not but see my extreme need of a Saviour : and that

I am undone without thy free grace in Christ Jesus.

And therefore I desire to go to him, and to be found
in him ; not having my own righteousness, but that

which is through the faith of him ; and to sit down
under the shadow of that tree of life which yields
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the richest fruits, most sweet to all who have ever
tasted of his grace. O that Christ, who is the end
of the law for righteousness to every one that be-

lieveth, maybe the Lord my Eighteousness ! that his

righteousness may be imputed to me ! and that with
the hjeart I may believe unto righteousness ; even so

believe in Jesus Christ, that I may be justified by
faith, and have peace with God through him.

The blessed Jesus is my life and strength, my
wisdom and riches, my health and joy, my glory,

and my all : there is no healing for my soul, but in

his precious blood : no peace for my conscience, but

in his reconciling me to God : no satisfaction to my
mind, but in that most perfect atonement, which
satisfies even the strictest justice of heaven. O
none but Christ ! none but Christ ! Without this all-

sufficient Redeemer, I am a lost creature. I beseech

thee, therefore, O Lord, (whatever else I want,) leave

me not destitute of him ; but give me an interest in

Christ, or I die eternally. Though I have so long

slighted all his love, and neglected his great salva-

tion, yet, O my Father, I dare not add this to all my
other offences, to despair of that mercy, which, in him,

thou art pleased to hold forth even to the most sinful

and unworthy. Seeing that thou art, in Christ Jesus,

a God reconciling the world unto thyself, and hast

given him to be the propitiation for our sins ; and
that he came to seek and to save even the lost, and
to call sinners to repentance ; and that he mvites to

him the labouring and heavy-laden
;
yea, bids all that

are a-thirst to come and take the water of life freely

;

and that he promises, that such as come to him he

will in no wise cast out ; to him, therefore, will I look,

and in him will I trust ; and of thee, my gracious

Father, I beg for help to do it as I ought. be

thou pleased to shine into my heart with thy hea-
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venly light, to reveal thy Son in me, and to show me
his all-sufFiciency for my wants

;
yea, t-o show me

also my own happy interest in him. Dear Lord !

give me thy Son to save me ; and give me thy Spirit

to draw me to him ; and enable me to take hold of

him, to rely upon him, and to believe in him, to the

saving of my soul. O make me more acquainted

with the way of saving sinners by Jesus Christ;

and help me humbly to acquiesce in it, and thank-

fully to submit to the righteousness of God.
Seeing thou, God of all grace, justifiest sinners

freely by thy grace, not for any merit of their works,

but for the worthiness of thy Son, through the re-

demption that is in Christ Jesus ; O may it be given

unto me, to believe on him, and to repose all my trust

in him ; that believing, I may have life through his

name. And may I be still fully persuaded in my
mind, that he is the true Messiah, the only Saviour
of the world. Let me never distrust his power or

his love ; never be faithless, but at all times believing,

and confident that he is my Lord and my God, who
loved me, and washed me from my sins in his own
blood. And let the God of hope fill me with all joy
and peace in believing, whilst I lie at the feet ot

Jesus, and cast my burden upon the Lord, and lean

on the beloved of my soul. Though there is nothing
in me but pollution and disorder, O let me not keep
aloof from my Saviour ; but come to him at his call,

and believe in his name, that through him I may be

made clean and whole. None can more need his

help, O Lord, than I do : O that it may not pass by
me ; but let the Saviour of the world be the Saviour
of my soul; and let Christ abide with my spirit, and
be ever at hand to do me good. O that my Re-
deemer may look with an eye of favour upon me,
and revive me with some tokens of his love, which
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is better than all the enjoyments and comforts of the

world.

Help me, thou great Author and Finisher of our
faith, 10 pray in faith; believing that I shall receive

the things which I ask in thy name. my Lord
and my God ! make me to know and believe the love

thou hast to me ; yea, that thou hast loved me with
an everlasting love. Make me to know whom I

have believed ; and that Jesus Christ is my Strength
and my Redeemer. And let this sweet assured hope
comfort me under all troubles, fortify me against all

temptations, and quicken me to the performance ot

all my duties. O that Christ may dwell in my heart

by faith; and that the life which I now live, may be
by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me and
gave himself for me : and though I now see him not,

yet believing, let me rejoice in him with joy un-
speakable, and glorified.

It is thy gracious promise, Lord, to blot out thy

people's transgressions, for thine own sake, and
neither to remember their sins, nor to let sin have
dominion over them. Thou hast promised to have
mercy upon the wicked and unrighteous, and abun-
dantly to pardon them, if only they forsake their

wicked ways, and their unrighteous thoughts. Thou
hast assured them, that thou wilt take away from
them the heart of stone, and give them a heart of

flesh ; that thou wilt put thy Spirit within them,
and cause them to walk in thy statutes, and to keep
thy judgments and do them ; and that, when they

unreservedly give up themselves to thee, thou wilt

perform in them the good work of thy grace. Thou
hast promised, that though they fall, thou wilt uphold
them with thy hand, and so put thy fear in their

hearts, that they shall not finally depart from thee.

Thou hast assured them that thou wilt preserve them
13
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to thy heavenly kingdom, and give unto them eternal

life. O what exceeding great and precious promises !

what cordials to fainting souls ! for great as they are,

and almost beyond belief, they shall all be fulfilled

in their season. Faithful is he that has promised,

who also will do it. It is ratified in heaven ; and not

one jot or tittle of thy word, Lord, shall pass away,
till all be fulfilled. O let me believe, that I, even I,

shall see it. What time I am afraid, let me trust in

thee ; and let me give glory to my God, in believing

thy gracious promises, though I know how unworthy
I am to have any part or lot in them. Let me lay

up thy kind words of promise, my Father, as the

richest treasure ; and confide in them as the surest

tenure ; counting nothing so firm, as what God hath

said : and despising all the wealth, and honours, and
pleasures of the world, in comparison of thyself and
thy Son, and thy Spirit, and thy love, and thy grace,

and thy glory ; all which I earnestly beg of thy

bountiful hands, for Jesus Christ's sake. Aii\£n.

A Praijer for Repentance.

O MOST holy Lord God, against whom I have
greatly sinned, and who, for my sins, art most justly

displeased ! thou hast revealed thy wrath from heaven
against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men :

and hast declared, that except we repent, we shall all

perish. Thou wilt not save any without repentance
;

though, upon our repentance, thou hast assured us

of thy gracious pardon and acceptance. When we
return unto thee, and humble ourselves before thee,

thou wilt show us thy mercy, and grant us thy sal-

vation. gracious Lord ! great indeed is thy mercy,

to vouchsafe unto us this remedy. But O how
averse am I to repent ! yea, how unable am I to per-
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form this necessary xv^ork ! Thou Searcher of hearts,

thou seest that my heart is hardened through the

deceitfulness of sin ; I can not humble myself aright

:

my heart must for ever remain obdurate, if thou do

not soften it by thy grace : I can no more turn to

thee with all my heart, than I can turn the course of

a river back to its fountain ; unless thou draw me, I

can never run after thee ; if thou endue me not with

power from on high, I must continue for ever a mi-

serable captive to sin and Satan.

thou that didst cause water to gush out of the

stony rock, break and melt my rocky heart ; thou

that fashionest all the hearts of the sons of men,
take away from me the heart of stone, and give me a

heart of flesh : teach me to look on him whom my
sins have pierced, and mourn ; cause me to be in

bitterness for all the offences that I have committed

against thee, the Lord of love, and the God of all

my mercies. O give me true repentance for them

;

such repentance as thy holy word requires, and such

as thy gracious goodness in Christ Jesus will merci-

fully accept : give me that repentance unto life which

is never to be repented of. Thou knowest. Lord, I

desire to have that brokenness of heart, and that

deep contrition, which thou wilt not despise : O that

thou wouldst vouchsafe it to me ! O that I might so

repent and be converted, that my sins might be blot-

ted out, and that a season of refreshing might come
to me from thy presence ! Turn thou me, O good

Lord, and so shall I be turned : renew me in the

spirit of my mind, that I may bring forth fruits meet

for repentance ; not only confessing and bewailing

my sins, but also hating and forsaking them
;
yea,

loathing and abhorring them from my inmost soul.

I cannot recall my sins, O Lord, thou knowest; but

that I might never repeat them more ! that 1
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might have such a sense of thy Joving-kindness, as

should effectually wean me from all my former evil

ways ! Let me henceforth walk with all possible care

and circumspection, and make it the great business

of my life to keep myself in thy fear and love. Let
the past time suffice to have wrought my own will

:

henceforth let me have grace determinately to forsake

all evil ways and evil thoughts ; that so thou mayest
have mercy upon me, and abundantly pardon all my
multiplied transgressions. Hear me, O God, and
answer me through the infinite riches of thy grace

and goodness, in Christ Jesus, my only Saviour.

Amen.

A Prayer for Humility.

O BiosT high God, infinitely glorious above all our

expressions or our thoughts ! Thou sittest on the

circle of the earth, and the inhabitants thereof are as

grasshoppers
;
yea, before thee, all nations are as

nothing, and counted to thee less than nothing, and
vanity. O what is man, that thou shouldest be so

mindful of him ! yea, that he should be so unmindful
of himself, as to overlook all his own vileness and
sinfulness, and to swell with the conceit of his own
worth and excellence ! I desire, O Lord, to humble
myself for the pride of my heart, and to confess, with
shame, that I have thought more highly of myself
than I ought to think ; and vain-gloriously set off

myself before men, when I deserved nothing but

shame and confusion. O thou that resistest the

proud, and givest grace to the humble, give me the

grace of humility : and make me vile in my own
eyes, that I may be accepted in thy sight. Make
me, Lord, of the number of those poor in spirit, those

humble and contrite ones, to whom thou wilt look,

and with whom thou wilt dwell.
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set my sins in order before me, and make me to

know my transgressions ; that I may not flatter my-
self in my own eyes, but look upon myself as sinfu!

dust and ashes ; deserving only to be trodden under
foot, and to be cast out, as the off-scouring of all

things. Let me never take any thing but shame to

myself; but at all times give thee the glory of what-

ever is good in me. Great and holy God ! make
me more studious to be thy favourite, than to be so

accounted ; and better pleased to do my duty, than to

hear that I have done it. Neither let me seek glory

of men, but the honour that cometh of God only.

And the more I have received from thee, the more
let me ascribe unto thee : and not be proudly opi-

nionated of myself; but give all thanks and glory to

thee, for any good, wherein thou hast made me to

differ. Let me not desire the praise of men, whilst 1

am doing the work of God ; but let me perform all

my offices, as one that would approve himself to thee,

the heart-searching God.

O discover me so to myself, that I may still walk
humbly with my God, and, be clothed w4th humility;

considering how frail I am as a creature, and how
vile as a sinner. Let me ever hate and resist the

pride that goeth before destruction ; and so humble
myself under thy mighty hand, that thou mayest

exalt me in due time. And for all the good that ever

I have performed or enjoyed, not unto me, O Lord,

not unto me, but to thy name, be all the praise and
glory, humbly and heartily acknowledged and ren-

dered, both now and evermore. Amen.

A Prayer for Tenderness of Heart.

Almightv Lord, the God of all grace, who speakest

to the heart, and it obeys thee ; and when it has
13^'
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grown callous and hard, canst make it soft and- re-

lenting ; and give sight and sense even to such as are

blind and past feeling ! show the power of thy

heavenly grace, in working upon this stupid, insen-

sible heart of mine ; that I may know the evil of my
sins, and the things belonging to my peace. And be

^.hou pleased to give me such a sight of my sins,

such humiliation of soul, and brokenness of heart, as

may prepare me for all the promised mercies of my
God in Christ Jesus. O Father of mercies, punish

not my past sins, by leaving me to commit sin with

greediness : nor ever give me up to such blindness

of mind, and hardness of heart, as shall render me
senseless and incorrigible ; but quicken and awaken
my dull S'oul, into a lively sense of sin, and tender-

ness of conscience, and due apprehension of my great

and eternal concerns. make me ever jealous over

my heart, and watchful over my Avays ; continually

fearing to offend, and endeavouring to please, my
God : enable me to keep my heart with all diligence,

that it be not hardened through the deceitfulness of

sin : and to stand at a distance from every evil and
accursed thing that is provoking in thy sight and
destructive to my soul.

let me not continue in sin, that grace may
abound ; nor abuse that mercy which has so long

borne with me, and been so abundantly good to me

;

but give me, my God, such an abundant increase

of spiritual life as may produce in me a greater

quickness of spiritual sense, and make my conscience

quick of feeung, even as the apple of my eye ; that

I may so feel my sins here, as to prevent my feeling

them for ever, when there shall be no remedy. From
hardness of heart, and contempt of thy word and
commandments, good Lord deliver me. Give me a

heart so soft and lender, as to smite and correct me
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for every, even the least evil. Impress it with such a

fear of offending thee, that it may keep me back, not

only from gross and scandalous offences, but from all

that is suspicious, or that has a tendency to sin

;

even from the occasions of falling, and from the very

appearance of evil. let me so observe thee,

with a child-like tenderness, and awful regard, all

the days of my life ; that I may not slavishly dread
thee now, or be consumed with thy terrors in the

day of thy wrath ; but may then receive the blessed

portion of thy children, who looked for, and hasted

to, the coming of the day of Christ. Amen.

A Prayer for the Fear of GOD.
O Lord, the great and dreadful God ! in whose

hands is my time, and at whose mercy is my soul,

and all that concerns me both here and for ever

;

thou, even thou, are to be feared : and who may
stand in thy sight, when once thou art angry ! The
fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom ; and
happy is the man that feareth always ; but to harden
our hearts against thy fear, is not only folly and im-

piety, but madness and ruin. I am afraid, O Lord,

because I have feared thee no more ; I am afraid, be-

cause I have thought so lightly of thee ; who couldest,

if it had pleased thee, have avenged thee of thine

adversary, and cast me, at any moment, into the

depths of hell. I am afraid, because I have been so

fearless in the ways of sin, where I should not have
dared to venture ; and so timorous in the cause ot

God, where I should not have feared the face of any
man. O absolve me, I beseech thee, good Lord,

from all this guilt that lies upon me; and put thy

fear into my heart, that I may never experience what
a fearful thing it is to fall into thy hands. stir up
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my heart to fear thy name ! and let thy fear be ever

before my eyes, to restrain me from the evil of my
ways. Let me so stand in awe of thee, that I may
not dare to provoke thee. Let me not be so much
afraid of a man that shall die, as of the almighty,

ever-living God; nor so fear any loss or suffering,

(which can at most be only temporal,) as I fear the

sin and wickedness that would deprive me of the

good everlasting. O let me fear the Lord, and de-

part from evil : let me have my God in such regard
that I may not wilfully violate thy holy laws ; let me
ever be afraid to dishonour thy name, or to rebel

against thy word, or to rest short of what thou re-

quirest at my hands. And O that thy fear may not

only keep under some of my sins, but regulate my
whole life, and sway my very heart ; that I may do

thy will entirely from the heart, and go on to perfect

Holiness in the fear of God.
May I fear thy name, and not dishonour it ; fear

thy wrath, and not provoke it; fear thy word, and
not despise it ; fear thy goodness, and not abuse it

:

fear thy omniscience, and not make bold with secret

sins : fear thy omnipotence, and not strive with

my Maker in any case. And give me, O my God,
the right mixture of fear and faith ; that I may not

incline either to presumption or despair; that, in

the event of crosses or evils coming upon me, I may
not sink down into such consternations as shall

unfit me for my duty: and that no successes, or

prospects of this world's good, may harden my heart,

or lift me up into wantonness and stubbornness

against thee ; but that I may keep up an awful re-

gard of thy glorious Majesty, and a dutiful respect

to all thy holy commands, to the latest hour of my
life. Amen.
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A Prayer for the Love of God.

O Thou infinite Goodness and Love, who art most
sweet and amiable in thyself; and most attractive

on account of thy glorious excellencies and perfec-

tions ; and also for all the wonders of thy mercy and
bounty ; what rich mercy is it, that thou hast made
us capable of loving thee (beyond which the highest

angels know no greater bliss ;) yea, that thou hast

not only given us capacities for it, but the greatest

obligations to engage our hearts to it! Yet, after all

the reasons and motives which we have to love oui

God, how poor and defective has been my love I

yea, in what strangeness and enmity to thee, O Lord,

have I lived ! It is my sin, and shame, and misery,

to be so listless and backward to thy love. O my
God, I have done foolishly and wickedly, in forsak-

ing the fountain of living waters, to hew to myselt

broken cisterns, that can hold no water : shutting my
heart against the love of my chiefest good ; and pre-

ferring any trifles and vanities of this present time,

yea, and the satisfaction of my own foolish and hurt-

ful lusts, above thee and thy love, which is better

than life.

O gracious God ! be thou pleased to pardon all the

defects of my love to thee, and all the excesses of

my love to earthly things ; and turn my inclinations

and affections from all vain objects, to thy blessed

self, who art most worthy of all my love : and, to

conquer all my prejudice, and for ever win my heart,

show thyself to me as a pardoning God, full ot

compassion, ready to forgive, and Vv^illing to save.

Yea, make me to know so much of the love wherewith
thou hast loved me, that I may make better returns

of love to the gracious Giver of all my good. Touch
my heart with such a powerful sense of thy loveli-
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ness and thy loving--kindness, that I may experience

stronger desires and inclination after thee, and greater

complacence and delight in thee ; and may love all

other things, in comparison of my best and dearest

Lord, as if I loved them not.

The Lord direct my heart into the love of God,
and shed abroad and increase thy love in my heart

;

that I may love the Lord my God with all my heart,

and soul, and mind, and strength. O show me the

vanity of all those tempting things which would
draw away my love from thyself; and so discover

thyself to my soul, that my heart may be unalterably

fixed on thee
; yea, make this heart of mine, which

has been so cold and insensible to thy love, to feel

henceforth its mighty warmth and power ; that, from

complaining of the want, I may come to rejoice in

the abundance, of it. my life, my hope, and joy,

that hast so much and eternally obliged me ! give me
the grace and the power to love thee : let me be ever

longing to appear before thee, and delighting in the

duties that bring me nigh to thee, and that help me
to communion with thee. Increase my love to thy

word, and to all the things of thy spirit and grace.

And let me take more satisfaction and pleasure in

the light of thy countenance, than in any increase ot

corn and wine, and all the most desired enjoyments

of this life. O let me not rest in the gifts, forgetting

the bountiful Giver of every good thing; but draw
me, and join my heart, dear Lord, still nearer to

thyself, with the cords of love. And together with

all my enjoyments in the world, let me enjoy still

more of thee, my God ; in the enjoyment of whom
consists all my true life, and peace, and happiness,

here and for ever. Engage to thyself, my Lord, the

chief and choicest afTections of my heart, and take it

the willing captive of thy love. And help me at all
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times to manifest my love to thee, by hating evil, and
keeping thy commands, and delighting to do thy
will, O my God. Let the desire of my soul, the

care of my heart, and the endeavour of my life, be
to observe and please thee. And so secure my
heart. Lord, to thyself, that I may not go astray from
thee ; but may be rooted and grounded in thy love,

and through thy good help and grace may keep my-
self in the love of God ; looking for the mercy of

our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life. Amen.

A Prayer for Hope.

O Lord God of hope, the blessed Founder of all

our great and glorious expectations ! thou hast pro-

mised thy people such bliss and glory, as is not only

above all our deserts to enjoy, but above all our

very thoughts to conceive. Yet, inconceivable as it

is, it is not too great for thine almighty hand, and
thy boundless love, to give. And, because thou hast

made such preparations for thy people, answerable

to thine own infinite greatness and goodness, thou art

not ashamed to be called their God. None has seen,

nor can tell or think, the things which thou, God,

hast laid up for them that love thee. But it is good

to hope, and quietly wait for the salvation of the

Lord. Even in dark days, and perilous times, when
thou makest us to know adversity, and threatenest us

with still increasing judgments, yet is it our duty

patiently to wait for thee, till thou return unto us in

mercy, and cause the light of thy countenance to

shine upon us.

my God ! give me such a hope as may lift up

my head, and strengthen my heart, and embolden

my spirit, against all temptations and discourage-

ments of the present time ; that I may never y'eld
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to any consternations, so as to destroy my faith and
hope, or unfit me for thy work and service. O give

me for an hebnet the hope of salvation ; that hope,

which may be as an anchor to my soul both sure and

steadfast. let me hope, and praise thee more
and more, and rejoice in the hope that maketh not

ashamed; yea, and hold fast the rejoicing of my
hope firm unto the end.

Though I am sinful and unworthy, yet let me hope
in the Lord, with whom there is mercy and plenteous

redemption, to redeem his people from all their ini-

quities. gracious God ! infinitely good ! I could

have no hope, but in thy tender mercies, and in thine

exceeding great and precious promises, which give

assurance of pardon and acceptance to all that hum-
bly seek thee, through the mediation of thy Son,

Jesus Christ. But I beseech thee, O Lord, remem-
ber thy word unto thy servant, on which thou hast

caused me to hope. O seal me with that holy Spirit

of promise, which is the earnest of our inheritance;

that I may abound in hope through the power of the

Holy Ghost. Let Christ in me be my hope of glory

:

and having this hope in me, help me to purify my-
self, as my Lord is pure ; that my hopes may be ra-

tional and well founded ; and that I may be counted

worthy to enjoy thee in thy kingdom and glory,

through the name and merits of Jesus Christ, my
only Mediator and Redeemer. Amen.

A Prayer for Charity.

O MOST gracious and merciful Lord God, who art

goodness and love itself: thou hast commanded, that

he who loveth thee should love his brother also; yea,

that we should love our neighbour as ourselves.

Father of mercies, forgive me all my sins of uncha-
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ritableness ; and give me a heart to abound with lov-

ing-kindness to all who are partakers of my nature,

and objects of thy fatherly compassion. Let me not

despise any for their low estate ; nor hate any for their

abasive carriage ; nor cast off any as reprobate for

their scandalous wickedness ; but be kindly affection-

ate to all; desirous of their holiness and happiness;

and contributing what iieth in me, to promote it : show-

ing the mercy which thou knowest I need ; and for-

giving others, as I myself desire to be forgiven.

Make me ready to distribute, and willing to commu-
nicate : and as I should be glad to find favour, and to

receive a supply of my own wants, give me, gra-

cious God, a generous heart, and (according to my
ability) an open hand, that I may give cheerfully,

and sow plentifully, while I have time ; doing good
unto all men, especially to them that are of the

household of faith; yea, loving the opportunities of

such well doing; and blessing thy name, for dis-

posing me to seek refreshment to myself in glad-

dening the hearts of thy poor.

And that Ave may all approve ourselves the dis-

ciples of our Lord, by the love we have one to another
;

and show that we have passed from death to life, be-

cause we love the brethren. May we ever esteem

them above all; and regard those as dearest unto us

who most distinguish themselves in performing thy

blessed will. let our love be without dissimulation,

not only in word and in tongue, but in deed and in

truth. May we love one another with a pure heart

fervently : may we seek the good of all, however un-

deserving they may be in themselves, or however
hostile to us ; and let our delight be in the righteous,

that are more excellent than their neighbours. Make
us to love them, for thy holy image appearing In

them ; and to set our hearts upon them, becau^ie

14
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thou art with them, and hast a favour unto them,

and hast loved them with an everlasting love. O
Lord of love, keep me from censoriousness and rash

judging of any ; that I may think and hope the best

of all which their case will admit; and love every

one for his sake who has showed the greatest love to

us all, even our dearest Lord, and only Saviour,

Jesus Christ. Amen.

A Prayer for Chastity.

God of infinite purity, thou hast called us not

to uncleanness but to holiness. Thou hast com-
manded us to be holy, as thou art holy: and hast

promised to none but the pure in heart that they shall

see thee here in the beauties of holiness, and partake

of thy joys above. O how shall I, a polluted wretch,

show myself before thee, who art perfect purity.

most gracious Lord ! look not upon me, as I am in

myself; for through my sins I have made myself so

vile, that unless thou hide thy face from my sins,

thou canst not but abhor my soul, and pour out all

thy wrath upon me. In thy tender mercy wash me
thoroughly from my iniquity : cleanse me from all

my sin and guilt, in that fountain open for sin and for

uncleanness, even in the precious blood of the Lamb
of God, who was slain to take away the sins of the

world. Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst make me
clean : O create in me a clean heart, and say to my
defiled soul, as thou didst to the leper, " I will, be
thou clean." O my God ! cast the unclean spirit

out of thy temple : and if he will not go out, but by
prayer and fasting, let me add such abstinence to my
prayers, as may help to mortify the fleshly lusts that

war against my soul. O let me not live after the

flesh, lest I die eternally ; but enable me, by thy Spirit,
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to mortify the deeds of the body, that I may live for

ever. Help me, my God, to avoid every occasion of

falling, and to abstain from all appearance of evil

:

help me so to delight in purity, and to keep myself

from iniquity, that 1 may walk as becomes a child of

my heavenly Father; not grieving thy holy Spirit,

but doing the things which are pleasing in thy sight,

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

A Prayer for Meekness and Peaceahleness.

O Almighty God, who alone canst order the unruxy

wills and affections of sinful men ! w^ilt thou be

pleased to subdue my exorbitant passions, and sup-

press in me that pride from whence cometh con en-

tion ; and root out every thought that is inconsistent

with gentleness and meekness of spirit. O help me
to put away all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and

clamour, and evil speaking, with all malice. And
however I am tempted and provoked, O that I miiy

possess my soul in patience ; and not be overcon.e

with evil, but overcome evil with good. And enabh
us, God of patience, to bear one another's burdens,

and to forbear one another in love : that we may not

contend, but for the faith of Christ; nor strive, but

to enter in at the strait gate : nor provoke one another,

but unto love and to good works.

If thou, the great God, shouldst enter into judg-

ment with me, and break out into fury upon me, as I

have been ready to take fire at affronts, and to fall with

rage upon my antagonists, how soon should I be

consumed, and sink under the load of my numerous
transgressions ! O may I ever dread to be rigid to-

wards others, knowing how much I myself stand in

need of mercy ! And do thou, the God of peace and

love, forgive me, I beseech thee, all the sins that
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ever I have committed against peace and love. O
let the peace of God rule in my heart ; and thy won-
derful long-suffering towards me be ever an engage-

ment upon me to show meekness to all men ! Let
me bear the ignorance and wickedness, the follies

and mistakes, the wrongs and indignities, of my fel-

low-creatures, seeing that I myself am undone with-

out the forbearance of God ; and have nothing to

hope for, or to comfort myself in, but the finding ot

such favour at thy hands.

O teach and help us all to live in peace, and to

love in truth, following peace with all men, and walk-

ing in love as Christ has loved us ; that we may be

united and knit together as fellow-members of the

same body, whereof he is the glorious head. Teach
me to look at the example of him, who, though
grievously wronged and provoked, yet did not cry,

nor lift up, nor cause his voice to be heard in the

streets: and of him let me learn meekness and low-

liness of heart, that in him I may find rest to my
soul. O my God ! suppress all bitter resentments in

my mind ; and let the lav/ of kindness be ever in

my tongue ; and a meek and quiet spirit showmg
itself in all the conduct of my life. And, Lord, make
IS all so gentle and peaceable, and easy to be en
'.reated, and hard to be provoked, that we may be

'ollowers of God, as dear children : and that thou
'he God of peace, mayest be with us, and delight to

dwell amongst us, and rejoice over us, to do us good,

("cr thy mercy's sake in Christ Jesus. Amen.

A Prayer for Patience.

MY God I thou knowest what an evil world we
live in ; and how much I myself have contributed to

make it still worse by my sins ; and shall I, who

J
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have done so little g-ood, and so much evil, expect
nothing but good at thy hands! In the world thou
hast told us, we shall have tribulation : and 0, that

tribulation may w^ork patience ; and that I may be
3ontented to bear whatever thou art pleased to lay

upon me. Enable me to possess my soul in patience,

however tried by corrections from thy hand, or by
injuries from the hands of men. To blame the in-

strument, or complain of thy providence, under the

pressures lying upon me, will but torment m^^self,

and still add to that which I count so grievous to

endure. O let me better provide for my own ease as

well as duty than to disquiet myself in vain. And,
whatever thou doest with me, O Lord, let me be

dumb, and not open my mouth to reply or murmur

;

because it is thy doing. Make me to acquiesce and
rest satisfied even in the bitterest dispensations of thy

good providence ; contented with such things as I have,

and patient in the want of such comforts as I have not.

And since nothing but trouble and sorrow is my de-

served portion, let me not be querulous and fro-

ward ; forasmuch as thou dealest not with me after my
sins, nor rewardest me according to my iniquities.

May I patiently encounter all difficulties and griev-

ances in my passage through this weary, troublesome

world ; knowing that the same afflictions are accom-

plished in my brethren that are in the world, and that

it is but the common lot of all sinful mortals upon

earth. make me patient until the coming of the

Lord ; enduring all things with a meek and quiet

spirit; and thoroughly convinced, that they are happy

that endure ; and that such as endure unto the end

shall be saved. O my Lord, let not any pains or

sufferings ever drive me from thee ; but rather be the

means of bringing me nearer to thee. And let the

remembrance of the great day of the Lord, and of

14#
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the eternal state that is approaching, work in me a

contempt of this world, a mortification of my lusts,

and a patient abiding of the cross. Make me to feel

that it is of very little importance what we enjoy, or

what we suffer here for a short season, provided we
be deli veered from the wrath to come, and be made
happy in thy kingdom for evermore. O let me, by

patient continuance in well doing, seek for glory, and
honour, and immortality ; and count nothing in this

world either dear to possess, or difficult to suffer ; so

that I may but finish my course with joy, and at the

last rest from all my labours and troubles, with the

redeemed and blessed of the Lord. All this I wait

and beg for at thy hands, my gracious Father, for

the sake of Jesus Christ. Amen.

A Prayer for the Mortification of all Fleshly Lusts.

I HAVE vowed and promised unto thee, my God,
to renounce all the sinful lusts of the flesh : and I

am devoted, as one holy to the Lord, that, having put

on Jesus Christ, I should no more make provision

for the flesh, to fulfil the lust thereof; but should
cleanse myself from all filthiness of flesh and spirit,

perfecting holiness in the fear of God. But though
I have some delight in the law of God, after the

inner man, yet I find another law in my members
warring against the law of my mind, and bringing
me into captivity to the law of sin, which is in my
members. And this I acknowledge and bewail be-

fore thee, Lord, my God, who alone canst set me
free from the lusts that are too hard for me. O help
me, thou God of my salvation, against the power of

these prevailing iniquities ; and purge away my sins,

for the glory of thy name. May the time past

suffice to have served my own lusts and pleasures.
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[et not sin any longer reign in my mortal body,

that I should obey it in the lusts thereof; but help

me, Lord, to cut off the right hand, and to pluck out

the right eye ; to keep under my body, and to bring

it into subjection, that I may have the mastery of my
lusts, and overcome the sins that have so often

overcome me. O mortify and destroy in me every

vicious inclination that exalts itself against the au-

thority of my Lord, and that gives Satan an advant-

age over me.
Preserve me, Lord most holy ! from all those sin-

ful pleasures that would rob me of the pleasures

which are at thy right hand for evermore. O let me
not lead a sensual life, minding the things of the

flesh, as if they were worthy of my esteem ; but

make me spiritually-minded, that I may, above all

things, savour and relish the things of the Spirit of

God. Let not any sinful appetite, but thy heavenly

Spirit and grace, have the predominance in my soul

;

do thou, and thou alone, govern my heart and life.

Especially, let the sins to which I am most strongly

tempted, be effectually subdued. let me not

yield myself a miserable slave to my lusts ; but de-

mean myself as a wise and faithful follower of my
Lord and Saviour. And as thou, who hast called

me, art holy, so make me holy in disposition and in

all my conversation ; that, being a lover and follower

of holiness, I may be counted worthy to see and

enjoy my Lord. gird me with might to that spi-

ritual conflict wherein I am engaged : enable me to

fight not only against flesh and blood, but against

those infernal foes, who are too strong for me to deal

with, that (through Christ strengthening me) I may
vanquish all that withstands thy glory and my sal-

vation ; and go on conquering and to conquer, till

Satan be for ever bruised under my feet. Fight foi
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me, and fight with me, my God, that nothing may
=v'er separate me from the love of God, whicii is in

Christ Jesus my Lord. Amen.

A Prayer for Sincerity.

my Lord, the only -wise God, whose under-

standing is infinite, and from whom no thought can

be withheld I Thou fillest the whole world with thy

presence, and hast all things ever naked and open

before thine eyes. Thou that teachest man know-
ledge, shalt not thou know ? Thou searchest the

heart, and hast even our most secret sins in the light

of thy countenance. And thou chiefly callest for

our hearts; and requirest truth in the inward parts;

and wilt bring every work into judgment, and every

secret thing, whether good or evil. My God, I ac-

knowledge and bewail before thee, the guile and de-

ceitfulness of my heart; I lament that I have been

so unmindful of thy presence, and so regardless ot

thy glonous Majesty. I confess, Lord, that for

these things thou mightest long since have cut me
oflf, and appointed me my portion with the hyprocrites.

But, as thou hast spared me thus long, humble me, I

beseech thee, and pardon me, for all the hypocrisy

and treacherous dealings whereof I have been guilty.

And, as thou canst speak to the heart, and order

it even as thou wilt, make my heart right with

thee, and without any allowed guile in thy sight

;

that so I may not be ashamed, or be found wanting
in that day, when thou shalt come to judge the

world.

O let thine all-seeing eye, and not the eye of the

world, restrain and regulate my conduct. And let

thy blessed favour, more than the approbation of sin-

ful man, be ever my study and delight. Search me,
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O God, and try me ; and whatever unpardoned guilt

or unrepented wickedness, whatever unknown error

or countenanced lust, lies in my soul, help me to

see it; and, of thy mercy, deliver me from it: and

let me not regard iniquity in my heart ; let no pre-

sumptuous sins have dominion over me. Let me
not allow myself in any way of wickedness ; nor go

on in formality and hypocrisy to serve thee ; bal

enable me to walk before thee with an upright heart

and to do all things sincerely and heartily, as unto

the Lord. O let me not be only almost, but aito-

gether, a Christian; obeying from the heart all thy

holy will ; and not so much concerned to seem re-

ligious, as to be so in deed and in truth. Make me
willing to part with the dearest sins, and to perform

the hardest duties, for the sake of that adorable

Saviour who left the highest glory, and endured the

sorest misery, for the sake of my soul. make me
true to my own convictions, and faithful in exerting

tny own endeavours: yea, make me ever jealous

over my heart, and conscientious in all my thoughts,

and words, and ways ; that my praise may not be of

men, but of God, and that I may have continual re-

joicing in the testimony of my own conscience, and
m that peace of God, which passeth all understand-

ing. my Father, who seest in secret I let the per-

forming of thy holy will, and the honouring of thy

blessed name, and the enjoying of thy gracious

favour, be the great end w4iicli I design and aim at,

in all my^ actions and undertakings ; that thou, the

great and good God, mayest in all things be glorified

by me, through Jesus Christ. Amen.
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A Prayer for the Increase of Grace.

O God of all grace, who quickenest the dead, and

art both the Author and Finisher of thy people's

faith ! thou hast told us that the path of the just is

as the shining light, that shineth more and more unto

the perfect day ; and that they go from strength to

strength, growing in grace, till they appear before

thee in glory. But, O Lord, how barren and un
fruitful have I been among the trees of righteous

ness ! and how little have I made my profiting to

appear under all the means of grace which thou hast

mercifully vouchsafed unto me ! how weak and low
am I still in my spiritual estate ! how weak is my
will, and small my strength, to that which is good

!

how much am I behind many of thy servants, who
haA^e not had the helps and advantages which I have
so long enjoyed ! and how little is it to be seen in my
life, what great things the Lord has done for my
soul ! O my God, I have not well improved the

talents which thou hast put into my hands ; nor an-

swered the care and kindness of heaven, which I

have so long experienced. Thou hast not been want-
ing to me, O good Lord ! but I have been exceedingly

wanting to myself, and to that duty which I owe
to thee, my God. I am ashamed that it is no better

with me ; that so many mercies have been lost upon
me. Forgive me, O my Father, and renew me after

thy blessed image. O help me still more and more,
to put off the old man, which is corrupt according to

the deceitful lusts ; and to put on the new man,
which, after God, is created in righteousness and
true holiness. Whatever else I want. Lord, deny
me not thy grace ; but increase it in me, and discover

it still more and more upon me. Yea, let the graces

of thy Spirit that accompany salvation, so flourish in
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my soul, that the peace of God, which passeth all un-

derstanding, may keep my heart and mind, through

Christ Jesus.

Blessed Saviour, who camest into the world, that

we might have life, and have it more abundantly;

let me receive out of thy fulness grace sufficient for

me ; that I may be strong in the Lord, and ready to

every good work. My Life, my Strength, and my
Redeemer ! leave me not under the curse of barren-

ness, to halt or decline in my spiritual estate ; but, as

thou hast wrought all my works in me, establish, 1

beseech thee, that which thou hast wrought for me

;

and strengthen the things which remain that are

ready to die. Let the seeds of grace which thou

hast sown in my heart be watered by thy good

Spirit ; that my soul may prosper and increase with

the increase of God, even as a watered garden, or as

a spring whose Avaters fail not. Make me to grow
in knowledge and in grace; and to abound in all

those fruits of righteousness which are by Jesus

Christ to the glory and praise of God, that so I may
have the witness in myself, that I am thy servant. O
my Lord ! carry on with power the work of faith and

holiness in my soul ; that my sinful corruption may
grow weaker and weaker, and thy grace in me may
grow stronger and stronger, till, from groaning under

the body of sin and death, I come to triumph over all

the enemies of my soul. And as thou art pleased to

afford me the means of grace, O grant me the in-

crease of that grace, that it may not be lost upon

me ; but that, in the use of it, I may be made still

wiser, and holier, and better, and fitter for thy blessed

acceptance, in Jesus Christ my only Saviour. Amen.
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A Prayer for quickening Grace.

I ACKNOWLEDGE and bewail before thee, O thou

living- and all-seeing God, my sinful dulness, and
backwardness to the duties of thy holy service.

When I should delight in the law of God, and serve

thee with gladness, and make it my meat and drink

to do the will of my heavenly Father, O how cold

and listless am I in the performance of that which
is best for me, and which most nearly and eternally

concerns me ! I am alive to the world, and very apt

to be transported with the objects of sense; but

how heavy and dead in those offices of attendance

on my Lord, which are the joy and glory of all the

hosts of heaven; my soul cleaveth to the dust;

quicken me, O Lord, according to thy word ; accord-

ing to thy precept, which commands us to be spiritu-

ally-minded, and to be fervent in spirit, serving the

Lord. And quicken me, O my God, according to

the word of thy promise, that sin shall not have do-

minion over thy servants, and that thou wilt perfect

that which concerneth them. Dear Lord ! be thou

pleased to perfect that which concerns my soul, and
engage the love of my heart to thy service. Let it

be my delight to do thy will, God, and with an en-

larged heart to run the way of thy commands. help

me to put forth myself with vigour and activity in thy

holy ways ; and to apply myself to the performance
of thy blessed will, not only because I must, but be-

cause it is the desire of my soul, and the joy of my
heart, to be so engaged : let nothing in the world
give me so much pleasure and satisfaction as to

approve my heart unto thee, my God, and to have all

my works acceptable in thy sight, through Jesus

Christ, my only Mediator and Advocate. Amen.



DIVINE ASSISTANCE. 163

A Prayer for the Divine Assistance.

O Lord God Almighty, who givest power to the

faint, and increasest strength to them that have no
might I without thee I can do nothing; I am unable

even to will or think any thing that is good, or to

keep myself from any thing that is evil ; but my
help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven
and earth. Thou, O my God, art able to keep me
from falling, and to make me perfect in every good
work, and to work in me that which is well pleasing

in thy sight, through Christ Jesus. And thou hast

encouraged me to come boldly to the throne of grace,

that I may obtain mercy, and find grace to help me
in time of need. Lord of all power and grace ! I

come, trusting in thine almighty strength, thine infi-

nite goodness, and thy gracious promises ; I come,
to ask of thee whatsoever is wanting in myself, and
to obtain grace sufficient for me. Let thy good Spirit

help my infirmities, and strengthen me with might in

the inner man ; that so I may be strong in the Lord,

^nd in the power of his might ; and do all things as

[ ought, through Christ strengthening me.
O thou that hast shown thyself graciously on my

behalf, and hast brought me hitherto, I beseech thee,

:ast me not off', nor abandon me to myself, who am a

reed shaken with the wind, a leaf driven to and fro

;

but let me still experience thy help at hand, and find

thee to be an all-sufficient God, performing all things

Tor me. I will go forth in the strength of the Lord
God, and trust in the Lord Jehovah, in whom is

everlasting strength. O my Lord ! come to my suc-

cour, and be thou my helper; carry me on in thy holy

ways; and make me and all that I think, and speak,

and do, acceptable in thy sight. O may I both put

forth myself to stir up the grace of God that is in

L5
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me ; and let me find such fresh supplies of grace,

that I may see my desires accomplished, and my
endeavours brought to good effect, through Jesus

Christ, our Strength and our Redeemer. Amen.

A Prayer before the hearing of God's Word.

MOST blessed Lord, the God of all grace ! who
art pleased to send out thy light and thy truth among
us, both to discover our sins unto us, and also to make
the way of life and salvation plain before us; be

thou pleased also to send the Spirit of thy Son into

our hearts, to make it plain to our understanding,

and to render it the savour of life unto our souls.

Lord, open our ears, and quicken our attention to

the instructions that shall be given us, that we may
receive thy word with all carefulness and meekness

;

yea, with all readiness and gladness, with an un-

feigned delight in it, and a hearty desire to live and
grow by it. And strengthen our memories, that we
may treasure up and retain what we hear ; that we
may not let it slip, but may derive substantial benefit

from it, and be to all eternity the better for it. gra-

cious God, teach us to profit, and make our improve-

ment more answerable to those means of grace which,

through thy mercy, we enjoy. Let the word which
shall sound in our ears, sink down also into our

hearts, and take root within us, and produce in our

lives the fruits of righteousness. Let us not be for-

getful hearers, but faithful doers of thy word. O let

the immortal seed of this heavenly word beget such

principles of grace and holiness in our hearts, as may
be in us a well of water springing up to everlasting

life. Make us obedient to thy holy precepts, that

we may also inherit the glorious promises of thy

word. let our teachers be taught of God, and
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direct the stewards of thy mysteries to give unto
every one his portion in due season. And whilst

thy servants are planting and watering, do thou,

God, bestow thy blessing, and send an abundant in-

crease. Make the waters of thy sanctuary healing to

our souls
;
yea, make thy word as fire in the mouths

of thy messengers ; and make it to come home to

our souls in demonstration of the Spirit and of

power. Let it be mighty through God, to the pulling

down of strong holds, and subduing all opposition to

the obedience of Christ. Come down in the midst

of us, God of our salvation, and cause thy word
to do thy great and glorious work upon all our

hearts, that we may have reason to praise and glorify

thee to all eternity. Amen.

A Prayer after hearing of the Word.

We bless thee, Lord, the living God, who
boldest our souls in life, and providest for us that

heavenly food, by which we are to live for ever. It

has now been delivered and received ; but the bless-

ing is in thy hands, O gracious God, to make it

prosperous and successful, to the gaining and saving

of immortal souls. O wilt thou be pleased to send

it home to the heart, and there make it to abide till

it has done thy will, and wrought thy work effectu-

ally. Make use of it now to build us up in the faith

of Christ, and to help us forward in all holiness of

life : let every hearer become a doer of thy word,

that we may all, in this world, be blessed in our

deeds, and hereafter be for ever blessed in the joy of

our Lord.

that all who have been convinced of their sins,

may also be converted to thyself! that they may not

only think of the holy change that is to be wrought
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in them, but seek incessantly the attainment of it.

And let thy blessed Spirit so prevail with them, that

their good impressions may not be lost, till they have

effected the work of thy grace within them. O
make thy word mighty through God, to plant thy

grace where it is not ; to increase it where it is ; and

to bring us all into a state of greater nearness to

thee, and more entire conformity to thine image.

Let us find our knowledge more clear and spiritual,

our faith more firm and operative, and all our graces

continually increasing in strength and activity. Let

us so hear, that our souls may live before thee, both

now and evermore. Amen.

A Prayer for Mindfulness of God^s Presence.

O Lord, the infinite, incomprehensible God! thou

art the high and holy One, who inhabitest eternity,

and dwellest in the light which no man can approach

unto; and from thy glorious throne in heaven, thou

lookest down upon all the inhabitants of the earth, to

give unto every one according to his ways, and ac-

cording to the fruit of his doings. Though no mor-
tal eye can see thee, no finite understanding com-
prehend thee, yet thou art here, and every where
present; and now and for evermore thou seest us,

and understandest our thoughts afar off, and art

thoroughly acquainted with all our ways. Yea, thou

art so universally observant, as to have a particular

concern for every person and action in the whole
world. Great God ! thou fillest heaven and earth

with thy presence ; fill my heart with thy grace,

and with a mindfulness of thy presence with me,
that I may set the Lord always before me, and ever-

more remember thee in all my ways.

that ever I should forget the God that made me

;
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the God who quickens every thing that lives, concurs

with every thing that moves, and upholds ev^ery thing

that has a being, throughout the world ! O that I

should have been, as it were, w^ithout thee in the

world, and forgetful of thee, in whom I ever live,

and move, and have my being; and wdio hast been
watchful over m.e for good all my days ! Holy God !

because I have regarded thee no more, thou mightest

make me sensible of thy presence, in judgments
worthy of thyself. But, O Lord, in mercy pardon

all my sinful neglect and inadvertence; and, as I

am ever exposed to thine all-seeing eye, make me to

walk as in thine immediate presence. Let the re-

membrance of thy presence sway and guide me, in

secret and in company, at all times, in all places, and
in all my actions ; let me demean myseif as ever

under the eyes of the great God of heaven and
earth ; and fear thee above all other powers, love

thee above all other gods, serve thee before all other

lords, and trust in thee more than in any other refuge.

Yea, let me rejoice under the shadow of thy vv'ings,

and herein solace myself, that thou art my right hand,

and ever with me. O let not the remembrance of

my Lord be grievous to me; but let my meditations

of God be sweet, as well as frequent ; that, delight-

ing myself in the Lord, thou mayest give unto me
the desires of my heart. And so guide me with

thine eye, that I may not err from thy statutes, but

be ever accepted in thy sight, through Jesus Christ.

Amen.

A Prayer for Devotion, and a right Frame of Spirit

in the Worship of GOD.
O MOST high and holy Lord God ! thou Avilt be

sanctified in them that come nigh unto thee ; tiiou
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art greatly to be feared, and to be had in reverence

of all that are about thee. Be pleased to sanctify

me with thy grace ; and help me so to draw nigh

unto thee in prayer, that thou mayest draw nigh
unto me in the communications of thy love and
mercy.

J desire, O my God, to meet thee in thy ways

;

and, in compliance with thy gracious appointment, I

fall down and worship here at thy footstool, in the

name and through the mediation of thy dear Son. I

am indeed most unworthy to come into thy holy

presence, and utterly unable of myself to perform

any service meet to be presented to thy heavenly

Majesty ! but, O let thy great mercy overlook my
un worthiness, and keep me from every thing that

would make my prayers an abomination to the Lord.

And, as thou hast made me sensible of my duty, and
of my own insufficiency to discharge it as I ought,

O let thy good Spirit help my infirmities ; let thine

almighty power keep me from sinful dulness and
distractions, that I may worship thee in spirit and in

truth, and offer thee a sacrifice that shall be well-

pleasing in thy sight, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

A Prayer for the Enjoyment of GOD^S gracious

Presence and Divine Cominunion.

THOU infinite Majesty of heaven and earth, who
canst no where be absent, but fillest all things ! no
place is so desolate as to be without thee ; no men so

bad, but they live, and move, and have their being in

thee
; yea, the very devils are not out of thy reach

;

but are aware of thy presence, though to their cost :

even in hell, thou art there ; but to thy people, that

bear thine image, and know thy voice, and prize thy
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iove, to them thou art pleased to communicate thyself

in a more especial manner; and to go in and out

among them, as the children of thy family. And
thou hast promised, that thou wilt not leave them
comfortless ; but wilt come to them and dwell in

them, and be their God, and make them thy people.

Thus thou dost manifest thyself to them, as thou

dost not unto the world. But the ungodly are far

off from thee, and live without thee in the world.

Yes, Lord, our sins do make a wall of separation be-

tween thee and us ; and for them thou mightest

justly forsake us, and cast us off in displeasure.

How justly mightest thou hide thy face from me es-

pecially, and abandon me to my wretched self!

But though my ill deserts may well provoke such

indignation against me, yet let my wretchedness

move thy compassion towards me ; and where thou

canst not take pleasure in me, yet, Father of mer-

cies, have pity on me, and cast me not away from

thy presence, neither abhor me, for thy name's sake ;

but for the sake of that mercy which has moved thee

to do so much for me already, O come to me, and make
thine abode with me, and rejoice over me, to do me
good. My soul is as a desolate wilderness, yea, even

the very image of hell, without thee, my God : but,

O Emmanuel, God with us, for thy mercy's sake, for

thy promise sake, see me lying afar off, and bring

me nigh through the blood of thy cross. O bring

me out of my present state of alienation from thee;

and make me safe under the shadow of thy wings,

and happy in the comforts of thy love.

If thou reject me, O my God ! what in the world

can then avail, or make any recompense for the loss

of thy favour? In thy favour is life ; without it, I am
dead while I live, and shall be for ever accursed

when I die ; but if thou be with me, and lift up the
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light of thy countenance upon me, I shall overflow

with joy unspeakable. Even in the absence of all

other friends and comforts, I shall not need, I shall

not desire them : if only I can go to God, my ex-

ceeding joy, and be taken up with my blessed Lord,

I shall want nothing, I can want nothing, for in thy

presence is fulness of joy for evermore. blessed

are they whom thou choosest, and causest to ap-

proach so nigh unto thee ; and who are so highly

favoured by thee : for thy presence can make the

poorest cottage better than the stateliest palace , and
fill the hearts of thy servants with divine delights, to

which the greatest men of the world are strangers.

O what manner of love is this, that the great God ol

heaven should vouchsafe to visit, and reside with

poor mortals on earth ! But, Lord, how unworthy am
I, that thou shouldst come under my roof! blessed

Jesus I be thou pleased to regard my undone state

without thee, and my restless longings after thee

;

and be pleased to come unto me, dear Lord, not be-

cause I deserve, but because I need, thee ; not for my
merits, but for thine own. My Lord and my God I

whom have I in heaven but thee ? and there is none
upon earth that I desire besides thee. O be not as a

stranger to the soul, in which thou hast planted an

inclination to serve thee ; but bless and honour me
with that divine fellowship of which thou hast made
me capable, and which my soul panteth after.

give me the satisfaction to lind what thou hast given

me, a heart to seek. Yea, give me grace, my
Lord, to go on seeking, till I find thee, whom my
soul desires above all to love. Let me endure any
thing rather than thine absence and displeasure ; and
desire nothing so much as thy presence and favour.

And be not thou far from me, O my God ; but let

me experience thy gracious presence with me ; and
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behold thy goodness passing before me. Lord Jesus,

thou hast promised to be with thy people even to the

end of the world : come, be with my spirit, and
dwell in my heart by faith. Be with me, O my
Saviour, every where, and at all times, in health and

in sickness, in prosperity and in trouble, in all es-

tates, and in all events and circumstances of my life ;

let thy presence sanctify and sweeten to me what-

ever befalls me. Never leave nor forsake me in my
present pilgrimage, but abide with me till thou hast

brought me safe through all trials and dangers to thy

heavenly kingdom ; that I may there dwell in thy

sight, and enjoy thy love, and inherit thy glory for

evermore. Amen.

A Prayer for Heavenly Comforts.

MOST blessed Lord, the God of all consolation,

who comfortest those that are cast down ; and givest

such peace and joy, as the world can neither give nor

take away ! I confess myself unworthy of one gra-

cious look from thee, or of one glimpse of the light

of thy countenance to be lifted up upon my soul. I

deserve to be in heaviness for my sins ; to groan

under the oppressive burden all my days ; and a*

last to go down in sorrow to my grave. But because

thou knowest, Lord, that our spirits fail, when we
are under the hidings of thy face ; and that we can-

not hope to go on with fidelity and alacrity in thy

ways, unless we possess that joy in the Lord which
IS our strength: I beseech thee, O Lord of love, to

speak peace to my conscience, and to say to my soul,

that thou art my salvation. Let thy heavenly con-

solations fortify me against the desire of all sinful

pleasures, and engage my heart to faithfulness in the

covenant of my God. O give me some tokens of
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thy love, some discoveries of the light of thy coun-

tenance, some experience of that joy with which the

stranger intermeddleth not. My soul thirsteth for

thee, my God, to see thy power and thy glory, so as

I have seen thee in the sanctuary. How long wilt

thou forget me, O Lord ? for ever ! how long wilt

thou hide thy face from me ? how long shall I take

counsel in my soul, having sorrow in my heart daily ?

cause thy face to shine upon me, and let my heart

rejoice in thee, because I have trusted in thy holy

name. Let my mouth be filled with thy praise, and
with thine honour all the day long. And let my
soul be satisfied, as with marrow and fatness, when
1 praise thee with joyful lips.

Whatever be my lot as to those common favours,

which thou distributest indifferently amongst all sorts

of men, remember me. Lord, with the favour

which thou bearest to thy people, and visit me with

thy salvation : let me see the good of thy chosen

;

and rejoice in the gladness of the nation ; and glory

with thine inheritance. that, renouncing all con-

fidence in the flesh, I may rejoice in Christ Jesus,

and count thy love better than wine, and prefer it

above my chief joy. And since the work of right-

eousness is peace, and the effect of it is quietness and
assurance for ever, make me a true and faithfuJ

subject of that spiritual kingdom, wherein dwell right-

eousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost. Lei

me taste and see that thou art gracious : and let me
have such manifest tokens of a divine influence upon
my soul, and such an evident witness of thy Spirit

within me, as shall assure my heart of thy love and
favour to me in Christ Jesus ; that my soul may bless

thee, O Lord, and all that is within me may praise

thy holy name. And let the comfort wherewith thou

comfortest me be the means of comforting others,
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and of encouraging them to devote themselves to

thy service : that so thou, the blessed Giver of all

joy and comfort, mayest in all things be glorified,

through Jesus Christ. Amen.

A Prayer against Worldliness, and for a Heavenly
Mind.

Thou, blessed God, art the only satisfying por-

tion and happiness of our souls ; in whom alone the

desires of our hearts may find that rest and repose

which all the world besides can never give. But,

alas ! this world, and the things of it, have had too

much of my thoughts, and too much of my heart ; so

that I have grown remiss in my afiections, and cold

in my regards to thee, my God, and to those things

which are most worthy of my love. I have been

eager in the pursuit of vanities, and of the trifling

concerns of this present time ; but, O how slack and

listless in that which does most nearly and eternally

concern me ! I have been intent upon this world, as

if it would never end ; and forgetful of the next, as

if it should never begin ! I have forsaken the foun-

tain of living waters to hew out to myself broken

cisterns that can hold no water: I have disquieted

myself in vain, seeking rest and finding none ; be-

cause I have sought it v/here the precious treasure

was not to be found. How justly mightest thou, O
Lord, leave me to inherit my own wretched choice,

to eat of the fruit of my own way, and to be filled

with my own devices! How justly mightest thou

give me all my portion in this life, which I have so

foolishly preferred, and shut me out of that heavenly

kingdom, which I have so madly despised.

But, thou Father of mercies I forgive me all the

defects of my love to thee, and all the excesses of



174 THINGS OF ANOTHER WORLD.

my love to earthly things ; and so moderate my de-

sires after these inferior goods, that instead of dotmg
upon the world, I may covet earnestly the best gifts

;

and seek first thy kingdom and its righteousness;

esteeming godliness the greatest gain, and all else

but as loss, for the love of Christ and the glories ot

heaven. O show me so much of those great and
glorious things of the world to come as may deaden
my affections to the things of the present world

:

crucify the world to me, and me unto the world, that

being more disengaged and loosened from it, I may
be more enamoured with, and intent upon, the things

above, where Christ sitteth at the right hand of God.
let me not debase my heavenly soul, by grovelling

in the earth, as if I had nothing to do but to serve

this vile body. Enable me to despise the most
tempting enjoyments of this world, and to find my
happiness in the service of my Lord, and in the

prospect of his glory. May my heart be with my
treasure in the heavens; and let me be ever looking'*

for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearance oi

the great God, and our Saviour Jesus Christ; not

coveting great things in the world, nor desiring to

continue long in it ; but rather seeking to get safe

out of it, and desirous to be dissolved, and to be ever

with the Lord. Even so, come Lord Jesus, Amen
and Amen.

A Prayer for greater Concernment and Diligence

for the Soul, and the Thiiigs of another World.

O Lord God, to whom I am indebted for all that

1 am or have ! thou hast given me my being, toge-

ther with many opportunities and advantages for

working out my salvation. And 0, what have I to

do upon earth, but to prepare myself for heaven

:
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when I am placed here between an eternity of hap-

piness and of misery ; in a capacit}'' for the one, and
in danger of the other ? O what should be my care

and constant endeavour, but to flee from the wrath to

come, and to lay hold on eternal life ; to provide well

for my everlasting condition, and to make sure work
for my immortal soul, in this only time of prepara-

tion ? But O how negligent and careless have 1

been in that which most of all concerns me! doing

every thing rather than the great work which thou

didst send me into the world to do; so that thou

mightest justly come upon me, Lord, to call me to

my last account in a day unlooked for, and at an

hour that I should not be aware of. But for the sake

of that mercy of thine in Christ Jesus, which has

prevailed with thee to spare me so long, go on, I be-

seech thee, O my God, to be merciful to me, in for-

giving me all my past sloth and negligence, and in

quickening me to a greater concernment and as-

siduity ; that I may redeem the time that I have lost,

and improve every present enjoyment to my soul's

eternal advantage. O preserve me from all the dis-

tracting cares and the sinful pleasures of this life.

And let me look less upon temporal things that are

seen, and turn my eyes more towards the invisible

and eternal things that are before me. make me
more concerned for my everlasting state, and more

careful to do that work which, above all things in

the world, is most needful to be done. O let me
dread the doom of the slothful servant, and not be

listless in the business that is of greatest importance.

Lord, show me the truth and reality of things to

come ; and give me such a view and apprehension

of my supreme good, as may raise my desires after

it, in proportion to its worth and excellency; and

make me so dissatisfied without it, that I may count

16
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nothing too much to do, nothing too hard to endure,

so that I may at last attain the blessed enjoyment of it.

O let the meditation of hell be a preservative to

deter me from all the ways leading to that dreadful

end; and may I so look to the joy set before me,
that with all vigour and alacrity I may exert mysell

to attain the possession of it. O my God, give me
the spirit of wisdom from above, to discern the vast

disproportion between the short moment of this pre-

sent time, and the infinite duration of immortality

;

and between the pleasures of sin, that are but for a

season, and those heavenly pleasures that are at thy

right hand for evermore. Seeing that all these

things must be dissolved, O make me such a manner
of person as I ought to be, in all holy conversation

and godliness ; looking for, and hasting to, the com-
ing of the day of God. Quicken me, O Lord, in

my dulness, and hasten me out of my delays, that ]

may not prolong the time of doing what I am con-

vinced is necessary to be done, to save me from the

second death, and to bring me to eternal light. O

!

to what purpose am I troubled and careful about

many things, when I neglect the one thing needful

!

Help me, my God, to use the reason and under-

standing which thou hast given me, and dispas-

sionately to consider what will promote my true hap-

piness : give me also resolution and faithfulness to

choose and follow it, whatever difficulties at present

may obstruct my way. Help me, O Lord, to remem-
ber and consider all the powerful inducements which
may quicken me into a greater care for my eternal

state ; that my being may not last longer than the

good of my being, but that it may go well with me
elsewhere for ever when all that is here shall fail me.
O that I may now give diligence to make my calling

and election sure ; and strive to enter in at the
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Straight gate ; and labour for that meat which en-

dures to everlasting life. Teach me, O my God, by
patient continuance in well doing, to seek for glory,

honour, and immortality ; that I may not fall short of

that rest which remains for the people of God ; but

so labour here in thy work, that hereafter I may rest

from my labours in thy kingdom ; not for the merit

of my works, but for thy mercy's sake, in Christ

Jesus. Amen.

A Prayer for Faithfulness and Constancy in the

Profession of our Religion.

O MY Lord and my God, thou hast called me to

the knowledge of thine eternal truth, and, by the

light of the gospel shining upon me, hast made the

way of life and salvation plain before me ! be thou

pleased to give me courage still to confess thee before

men, and to own thy holy religion, even in the face

of an evil and adulterous generation. let me not

be tossed to and fro, and carried away with every

wind of doctrine, by the slight of men, and cunning
craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive. My
God and Guide ! suffer me not to be led away with

the error of the wicked, and to fall from my own
steadfastness ; but may I ever hold fast the profession

of my faith without wavering, and hold the begin-

ning of my confidence steadfast to the end. O give

me such an experimental knowledge and love of thy

holy truth, as may make me ever faithful in the pro-

fession of it ; that my mind may not be corrupted

from the simplicity that is in Christ ; and that I may
never be turned away from that religion, in which I

have found so much comfort and advantage. And
grant me, good Lord, to feel still more and more the

powerful efficacy of it upon my heart ; that I may
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be rooted and grounded in the faith ; and take so

much pleasure in the way into which thy grace has

brought me, that I may never turn from it nor prove

false to it; but, notwithstanding all temptations to

seduce or affright me from it, may openly declare for

it, and faithfully persist in it to my life's end. Amen.

A Prayerf07' Zeal a7id Activity in the Practice oj

our Pteligio7i.

O Lord, the holy jealous God! thou hast declared

how loathsome to thee are the lukewarm : and hast

pronounced him cursed that doeth the work of the

Lord deceitfully ; and hast told us the dreadful doom
of the slothful servant, who was condemned, not for

committing gross evils, but for neglecting to improve
his talents: Thou didst send us into this world, to

provide for the next : and we are a people devoted to

the Lord ; having vowed and promised to serve oui

God with all the powers and faculties that w^e pos-

sess. This is the one thing needful, that we were made
for, and that we are all most strictly bound to, and
must follow with our whole hearts ; as ever we would
escape the damnation of hell, and enter into the joy

of our Lord. But I am ashamed, O my God, that I

have loitered so long in thy vineyard, and trifled so

much in thy work ; that I have occupied mysell
about vanities, and slighted my greatest business.

And well may I now tremble for fear of thy judg-
ments; when I have so little approved myself, as

one of thy redeemed, zealous of good works.
O merciful Lord ! forgive me all my sinful omis-

sions, and all my careless performances of the duties

of thy service. And quicken me into a greater zeal

and diligence to promote thy glory and to work out

my salvation. And let me not contend merely for
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the faith and doctrine of the gospel, but be zealous

for the practice of all its duties ; that by my good
conversation I may win others, and by the lights

which I cause to shine before them, may constrain

them to glorify my heavenly Father.

To glorify thy name, and save our souls, is the

greatest of all our concerns in the world : nothing
can deserve so much of our care, and zeal, and dili-

gence, as to obtain deliverance from thy wrath, and
to secure the possession of thy heavenly kingdom.
O how much are w^e concerned to be active in this

work, and to give ourselves wholly to it, when upon
this moment depends an eternity to come ; and all

that concerns us for ever hangs upon this short life,

that is so quickly gone, and will never return ! O my
God ! imprint these considerations so deep upon my
heart, that I may no more trifle with the weighty

things of eternity, nor show a cold indifference about

that which is of such absolute necessity. Make me
to act as one that must be a blessed or a damned
creature for ever : make me as zealous for my God
as ever I have been eager for the world ; and as ac-

tive in the pursuit of things eternal, as ever I have

been in those which relate to this present world.

Let me give up myself wholly unto thee ; and show

the sincerity of my professions by that zeal and fer-

vency which are the very life and soul of Chris-

tianity. O thou great Rewarder of them that dili-

gently seek thee ! help me seriously to engage in thy

service, and unweariedly to go through with it; not

slothful in business, but fervent in spirit, serving the

Lord ; exercising myself unto godliness ; continuing

watchful in prayer;" keeping my heart with all di-

ligence; ordering my conversation with all useful-

ness, and running the race set before me with all

cheerfulness. let me be full of life and spirit in

16^
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thy work, and full of good deeds and fruits to thine

honour : ever labouring to be accepted here to thy

favour, and hereafter to thy glory.

Yea, make me more zealous for thine honour,

Lord, tban for my own. And whatever is injurious

and reproachful to thee, let me hate it perfectly,

and oppose it strenuously; and yet with such pru-

dence, and kindness towards men, that I may not be-

tray my own shame in defending thy glory : nor lei

my zeal consume, but inflame my charity : and put

me upon doing all the good that ever I am able in my
generation, that I may serve the interests of my
Lord, and help forward the salvation of souls. O
make me valiant for thy truth, and discreet in my
conduct, that I may neither betray thy holy cause by

my fear, nor become a reproach to it by my folly. O
let me spend my zeal and spirits, not for earthly, but

for heavenly things ; not for my own desires and

honour, but for thy blessed will and pleasure; not in

frivolous contentions about the little appendages and

circumstantials of religion, but in pressing after the

vital and substantial part, and in a concernment about

the great unquestionable duties that are necessary to

the saving of the soul. And grant me thy grace, O
Lord, to live now so zealously to the glory of thy

name, that I may come to live blessedly for ever in

the glories of thy kingdom : not for the sake of my
services, but of thy mercies, whose gift is eternal life,

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

A Prayer for Grace to serve the Lord loith Gladness.

O BiY God! thou art a Lord that hast pleasure in

the prosperity of thy servants ; and the servants have
the greatest reason to be pleased in the performance
of thy commands It is good for me to draw nigh to
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God, in whose presence is fulness of joy. Well may
the hearts of them rejoice that seek the Lord ! For
thou dost not employ us, but to oblige us : not for

any advantage to thyself, but only for our greatest

good, that it may go well with us, both here and for

ever. O my Lord, I am full of trouble and confu-

sion, that ever I should be so backward as I have
been to thy blessed work ; so lifeless in it, and so soon

weary of it ; to the dishonour of thy name, and to

the reproach of thy service ; as if I had a hard mas-
ter, and a hateful work. O that I should bear as a

burden that which should be the solace of my life and
the rejoicing of my heart! Forgive me, I beseech

thee, good Lord, all this which I bewail before thee :

and heal that indisposition of mind which makes thy

service a weariness unto me. And so rene\y my
spirit, and draw my heart to thy blessed self, that I

may not serve thee as from necessity, but inclina-

tion ; not as forcing myself, but as delighting in thy

work. O rid my mind of that tormenting dread
which makes me uneasy in the service of my Lord.

And give me a heavenly heart, and such a love to thy

law, as may sweeten my obedience ; that I may not

account it grievous or tedious, but my soul's satisfac-

tion and exceeding joy. O let me not serve thee,

my God, with the spirit of bondage, as a slave ; but

with the cheerfulness and gladness of an ingenuous
child ; sitting down with delight under thy shadow,
and so pleased with thy work, that my services may
also be pleasing in thy sight, through Jesus Christ.

Avien.
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A Prayer for Ability to acquit ourselves as we ought,

in our several Places and Relations.

O Lord our Lord ! thy word enjoins us, wherein-

soever we are called, therein to abide with God.

Thou hast commanded us, not only to study quiet-

ness in that station, and to do our own business, but

to provide for ourselves and for our dependants, and
to render unto all their due; and not to be burden-

some to any, but rather to be helpful to those around

us. thou that givest skill and ability for the per-

formance of those offices to which thou callest us,

teach and enable me, I beseech thee, for the work of

my place, and for all the duties of my calling. Good
Lord I pardon all my past unfaithfulness and neg-

ligence therein, and direct and assist me in dis-

charging it for the time to come. O make me so

contented with what I get by honest means, that I

may never offer to go beyond, or defraud my neigh

hours in any matter ; but be punctually just in all my
dealings ; and may conscientiously perform my duty

in all my relations: carrying myself as I ought to-

wards every one with whom I am any way con-

cerned m the world, whether superior, equal, or in-

ferior : being offensive to none ; but, as I have power
and opportunity for it, kind and useful unto all. O
let me not walk disorderly, neglecting my own proper

calling, and busying myself in other men's matters

;

but may I keep my own station, and with quietness

work and eat my own bread, and provide things

honest in the sight of all men ; following after that

which is lovely and of good report, and exercising

myself to have always a conscience void of offence

towards God and man. Yea, whatever any may
justly expect from me, help me, O my God, to dis-

charge it faithfully and acceptably. And command
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a blessing-, Lord, upon all my honest labours aiid

endeavours; and make them successful to promote

my own and others' real and eternal good, and to

glorify thy blessed name, through Jesus Christ.

Amen.

A Prayer for Skill to carry ourselves aright among
all With whom we are concerned in the World.

Lord my God ! I desire to humble myself in

thy sight for all the folly and disorder of my con

duct; that I have so frequently failed in it, and so

shamefully miscarried in my intercourse with my
neighbours ; that my example has too often tended

more to the hardening, than to the converting of

sinners ; and that I have lain as a stumbling block

and rock of offence in the way of my brethren ; not

only prone to be tempted with evil, and to be over-

come myself, but also becoming a temptation and
snare to others, so as to draw them to sin, or to

embolden them in it. Though thou hast showed
me what is good, and made me to know better things,

and laid the greatest engagement upon me to be

faithful in thy covenant
;

yet, O how apt have I been

to lose my relish of the things of God ! how apt to

be carried into folly, with the stream of evil company,

to fall into base compliances, and to consent with

sinners, and follow a multitude to do evil

!

O my God ! give me repentance and pardon for

all my own sins, and for all the guilt which I h^ve

contracted in being accessary to the sins of others
;

cind so fortify me with thy grace, that I may not be

awed or seduced from the path of duty; that I may
never be ashamed of Christ before men ; but boldly

appear for thy truth, even in the face of an evil and
faithless generation. O teach me to walk in wisdom
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towards them that are without, and in all kindness

towards them that are within, and without offence,

in prudence and usefulness, to all. Make me wise

in the choice and in the enjoyment of my company;
that they may not be to me, nor I to them, an occasion

of falling ; but that \fe may be mutual helps to each

other, and examples of all that is good, and imitable,

and praise-worthy. O gracious Lord ! make me so

faithful to thee, and to my own conscience, that my
conversation with the world may never discompose
the religious frame of my soul. Let me not be

startled at any bold censure of thy ways, nor ever be

turned aside from thee through contradiction of sin-

ners. Make me to cease from man, whose breath is

in his nostrils; (for wherein is he to be accounted

of?) O turn my fear of men's faces into love for their

souls ! let me esteem them as my fellow servants in

thy work, and fellow travellers to our long home

;

and where I cannot promote their duty and fehcity,

grant, O Lord, that they may not hinder mine ; and
that, when I am not edified, I may not be corrupted

by them.

O my God ! may thy presence ever sway me more
than the presence of men ; let me account it a small

thing to be judged of them ; and instead of being

determined b}'' their way or humour, let me regard

my own conscience more than their opinion, and do

all in the sight of God heartily as unto the Lord.

Let it not be my aim to ingratiate myself with men,
but to please the great Judge of all. Yet keep thy

servant, O Lord, from giving scandal and ofTence to

any ; that I may not, by pride and passion, by vanity

and indiscretion, or by moroseness and uncharitable-

ness, dishonour my profession, or make the way of

truth to be evil spoken of. But help me, my God
and guide, to walk circumspectly, and to speak an
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act with due consideration of all times and places,

persons and circumstances : enable me to behave
myself wisely, and guide my affairs with discretion

;

and so to go in and out amongst my fellow creatures

upon earth, as to preserve my integrity in thy sight,

and have my conversation in heaven, and still enjoy

friendship with thee and with thy dear Son, my only

Lord and Saviour. Amen.

A Prayer for Grace to use our Speech aright.

O Lord, our gracious God, who hast given us

reason and speech to express our minds to one

another, and to converse comfortably together; what
great cause have we to praise thee, that we are so

fearfully and wonderfully made ; and our tongues,

that are our glory, are most of all so, when with them
we set forth thy glory. But, alas, that I have so

much cause to humble myself for all the abuses of

my tongue ; and that I have so many ways perverted

the happy privilege of speaking ; either holding my
peace where I should have spoke to thine honour,

and the good of my neighbour, or else pouring out

words to dishonour thy name, to wrong my own soul,

and to offend and injure others ! Forgive me, O
merciful God, I beseech thee, all my sinful silence, my
vain and idle words, and my evil, corrupt commu-
nications : And help me so to speak, as to manifest

thy grace in my heart, and to minister the same to

my hearers. Set a watch, Lord, before my mouth,

and keep the door of my lips, that nothing may
proceed tbenc€,but what shall be in some way or

other good for the use of edifying. Help me to keep
my mouth as with a bridle, when I am provoked to

speak unadvisedly with my lips ; and let no profane

or filthy speeches proceed out of my mouth, nor any
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thing- be said by me, that ought not to be named
amonof Christians.

Lord, open thou my lips, that my mouth may
show forth thy praise. Make me forward to speak

for thee, and for the service of thy truth, and the

glory of thy name ; but slow to speak any evil,

whereby I may defile myself or hurt my neighbour.

Give me, Lord, a considerate mind, to weigh what
is fit to be said ; and make m.e wise and serious,

sober and modest, pious and charitable, in what 1

speak, that it may be without offence, but not without

profit, to those who hear it. O fill my heart with

such grace, that out of the good treasure I may be

ever producing somewhat to benefit the company and

to advance thy glory. And put such thoughts intG

my mind, and such words into my mouth, that my
tongue may be as the pen of a ready writer, to utter

things seasonable and acceptable, for the good of my
associates. Let me never turn my liberty of speech

into the licentiousness of vain or evil speaking, but

employ it to the wise and noble ends for which it

was given; speaking of, and for, thy testimonies

even before the greatest, without being ashamed.
O Lord, restrain the blasphemous and brutish

generation, that set their mouths against heaven,

and (out of those open sepulchres) send forth impi-

eties and impurities to dishonour him that made
them ; to grieve the souls of thy Servian ts, and to

spread the contagion of their ungodliness. O fill

their face with shame for what they have done, and
their hearts with dread, to stop them from proceeding

any further. Confound the generation of vipers, that

hiss and spit their venom against thy holy ways
;

and give them other tongues, that they may use thy

gifts to better purpose. O let the lying lips be

put to silence, that speak grievous things proudly
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and contemptuously against the righteous. And let

such as fear thee, and think upon thy name, speak
often to one another, so as to promote their common
edification and the eternal salvation of their souls,

through thy gracious goodness to them in Jesus

Christ. Amen.

A Prayer for Perseverance and Grace to endure to

the end.

Eternal God, with whom is everlasting strength,

thou art able to keep us from falling, and to perform

the good work begun in us, till the day of Jesus

Christ. But, Lord, thou knowest how weak and
frail I am ; how wavering and bent to backsliding

;

how apt to decline and fall after all the great things

which thou hast done for my soul. O Lord of love,

have pity on my infirmities, and strengthen me in

my weakness. Preserve me, thou blessed guardian

of thy people, who keepest the feet of thy saints

;

preserve me from the danger of apostacy, and keep
me, that I fall not away from any good beginnings,

to which thy grace has ever brought me. And put

thy fear in my heart, that I may not depart from
thee. Make me so firmly thine, that nothing which
befalls me in the world may ever separate betwixt

thee and my soul, or turn me from that way of life,

which is above to the wise, to depart from hell

beneath. let me not be of the number of those

that draw back unto perdition ; but of those who
believe, to the saving of the soul.

O Lord God ! thou hast begun to show thy servant
f.hy greatness, and thy mighty hand

;
go on, I pray

f.hee, to work for the glory of thy name, and perfect

'.hat which concerns me. Thou hast been my help;

leave me not, nor forsake me, O God of my salvation

17
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bill hold thou me up, and I shall be safe, and shall

have respect to thy statutes continually. Help me,

O my God; yea, stablish, strengthen, settle me, and
leave me neither will nor power to resist the gracious

designs of thy love and mercy for the saving of my
soul. And as, by my frailty, I still too often renew
my sins, gracious Lord, through thy mercy renew me
to repentance, and though I fall, let me not be utterly

cast down ; but uphold me with thine almighty hand

;

and keep me, by thy power, through faith unto salva-

tion. make me faithful until death, that thou

mayest give to me the crown of life : make me so

to endure unto the end that I may be saved ; and
receive the glorious consummation of all my hopes,

even that blessed end of my faith, the eternal salva-

tion of my soul. Amen. Amen.

A Prayer for Preparation and Readiness to die.

Lord, what is our life but a vapour, that appears

for a little time, and then vanisheth away ! Even
at the longest, how short, and at the strongest, how
frail ! and when we think ourselves most secure ;

yet we know not what a day may bring forth, nor

how soon thou mayest come, to call us to our last

account. Quickly shall we be as w^ater spilt on the

ground, that cannot be gathered up again
;
quickly

snatched away from hence, and our place here shall

know us no more for ever. Our days, one aftei

another, are spent apace ; and we know not how
near to us is our last day, when our bodies shall be

laid in the grave, and our souls be called to appear at

the tribunal of God, to receive their eternal doom.
Yet, how have I lived in this w^orld, as if I should

never leave it; how unmindful of my latter end;

how improvident of my time ; how careless of my
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soul ; how negligent in my preparation for my ever-

lasting condition ; so that thou mayest justly bring

my last hour as a snare upon me, to surprise me in

my sins, and to cut me off in my iniquities. But,

O Father of mercies, remember not my sins against

me ; but remember thy own tender mercies, and thy

loving-kindnesses, which have been ever of old.

O remember how short my time is ; and spare me,

that I may recover my strength, before I go hence,

and be no more seen. Make me so wise, as to

understand and consider my latter end ; and teach

me so to number my days, that I may apply my
heart to the true wisdom. Lord, what have I to do

in this world, but to make ready for the world to

come ? O that I may be mindful of it, and be careful

to finish my work before I finish my course !

In the days of my health and prosperity, that I

may remember, and provide for the time of trouble,

and sickness, and death ; when the world's enjoy-

ments will shrink away from me, and prove utterly

unable to support and comfort me. Let me never

allow myself in any course of living wherein I would

be loth or afraid to die ; but let me see my corrup-

tions mortified and subdued, that they may never

rise up in judgment against me. Enable me so to

die unto sin daily, that I may not die for sin eternally.

Instruct me, good Lord, and assist me in my prepa-

ration for a dying hour ; that I may not then be

fearfully surprised, but may meet it with comfort and

composure. Quicken me to a serious concern about

that great work, and help me to perform it acceptably

and with good success. O that 1 may be fitted for

heaven ere I leave this earth ; and may have peace

with God, through J.esus Christ, before I depart

hence into that state iii which I must abide forever!

O my Lord, make me so ready to meet thee at thy
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coming-, that thine appearance may be the matter of

my hopes, and desires, and joyful expectations ; that

[ may look and long for that blessed time, when thou

wilt put an everlasting period to all my troubles and

temptations, and exchange my present state of in-

firmity and sin for a state of endless happiness and

glory. O thou who art my life and my strength,

help me so to live as, at the hour of death, I shall

wish I had lived ; and so to make ready for death all

my days, that, at my last day, I may have nothing

to do but to die, and cheerfully to resign my spirit

into thy gracious hands. O my Father, hear and
answer my humble petitions ; and let me find a

merciful admission to thy favour and thy kingdom,

for the sake of my only Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Author''s Prayer for Himself as a Minister.

O BLESSED Jesus, my Lord and my God, what
high honour hast thou done me in calling me to the

office which thou wast pleased to take upon thyself!

who camest not to be ministered to, but to minister,

and to preach the gospel of the kingdom, and teach

the way of salvation. All glory be to thee, who
hast been pleased to dignify me with so high an
office. But as thou thyself, the head of the corner,

art to some a stone of stumbling and a rock of oflence

;

so thy messengers are to some indeed a savour oi

life unto life, but to others a savour of death unto

death. And if thy wise and holy servant asked,

Who is sufficient for these things ? well may I, a

weak and sinful creature, tremble lost those amongst
whom I minister should perish through my insutfi-

ciency or neglect, and their blood be required at my
hands ; yea, well may I fear, lest, when I have
shown others the way to heaven, I myself should be
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shut out. But, Lord, my life, my strenryth, and
my Redeemer, thou hast appointed me to this station

;

to thee, therefore, do I look to qualify me for it. O
thou that ordainest strength out of the mouths of

babes and sucklings, magnify thy power in my weak-
ness, that 1 may do all things as I ought, through

Christ strengthening me. let me learn from thee

what I shall teach concerning thee. Open my
understanding, O Lord, that I may understand the

scriptures ; and enable me rightly to divine the word
of truth, and, by sound doctrine, both to exhort and
convince the gainsayers. O put such thoughts into

my mind, and such words into my mouth, that out of

the abundance of my heart my mouth may speak to

the glory of thy name, and to the edification of those

that hear me. make me wise to win souls, and
watchful over them as one that must give an account

of them ; not entangling myself in the affairs of this

life, but waiting on my ministry ; taking heed to

myself, and to my doctrine ; studying to show myself

approved unto God, and thoroughly furnished to

every good work. Give me skill and conduct pru-

dently to steer my course through all difHculties in

my way ; and give me patience and courage to with-

stand all assaults and opposition which I may have

to encounter. O my Lord ! be with me, and guide

and help me, and strengthen and succour me, now
and always, in the great work lying upon me. Open
to me a door of utterance, that I may speak thy

word, as I ought to speak ; and m.ake me faithful,

and diligent, and successful, in my sacred calling;

doing thy work, as a workman that needs not to be

ashamed ; not preaching myself, but Christ Jesus

the Lord ; nor seeking the praise of men, but the

honour of my God. Yea, make me an example of

all the holy duties which I inculcate on others ; thai

17#
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[ may not lay upon them burdens whicn I refuse to

bear myself; but may go before them in the ways
which they are to follow; holding forth the word ot

life in my conversation as well as in my doctrine.

Let me shine with a convincing light before them,
and never lay a stumbling-block in their way. Let
me never make the heart of the righteous sad, nor
strengthen the hands of the wicked, nor give just

offence to any ; but let me approve myself, as far as

t am able, useful and beneficial unto all; keeping
under my body, and bringing it into subjection ; lest

by any means, when I have preached to others, 1

myself should be a cast-away.

And thou that givest the increase, command a

blessing, I pray thee, upon all my studies and
endeavours ; that I may not spend my strength foi

nought, nor labour in vain ; but may make full

proof of my ministry, and be instrumental, through
thy grace, to convert sinners from the error of theii

ways. Teach me also to build up them that are in

any measure sanctified, that so I may both save

myself and them that hear me ; and when I have
finished my course, may give an account of my
stewardship with joy and not with grief; and receive

a crown of righteousness at thy hands, not for my
merits, but for thy mercies' sake. Amen. Amen.

The Magistrate''s Prayer.

THOU great and supreme Ruler of all the world,
by whom all the governors on earth are s«t up, to

restrain the unruly, and to favour thy people ! though
thou needest not the services of men or angels to

assist thee, but canst immediately do whatever thou
pleasest in heaven and in earth, with the least word
of thy mouth, or motion of thy will; yet thou art
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pleased to honour some of thy creatures as thy

vicegerents; and to order and govern the sons of

men, by the instrumentality of their fellow-worms

;

exalting some, chosen out of the people, to preside

and rule over the rest ; me thou hast called, Lord,

to this honour, and hast been pleased to set me above

the common lot of men, as one of the little repre-

sentatives of thy blessed self. O King of glory ! I

will exalt thee, who hast vouchsafed to raise me to

this dignity. And as thou hast made me to differ

from others in this, so make me to excel others in

every thing that is excellent and praise-worthy. O
that I may represent not only thy power and majesty

but thy wisdom and holiness, thy truth and goodness,

thy justice and mercy I that I may retain a lowly

mind in my high station ; and not forget or lift up
myself, nor insult over my poor inferiors ; but like

the great God, who despises not any, may I conde-

scend to men of low estate ; and, without respect of

persons, judge according to every man's work
;
yea

may I delight to succour the injured and oppressed;

to deliver the needy when he cries, the poor also,

and him that hath no helper.

! may I rather fear my responsibility than be

proud of my office ; and, in the fear of the Lord, let

Tie ever be careful to execute that which is righteous

m thy sight. Let me have grace to discharge my
trust with all faithfulness, as one that must be judged

himself, and find the same measure which I mete to

others. And, S( eing that the eyes of all are upon

me, and that my place exposes me more to common
notice, and my example has greater influence than

that of private men, make me. Lord, the more
vigilant in the inspection of myself, and more careful

in ordering my conversation aright ; that I may not

embolden others to commit such wickedness as I



194 THE magistrate's prayer.

ought to punisli, nor lead people into the sin and
ruin which I should help to save them from; nor be

a scandal and grief of heart to the holy followers of

Jesus, whom I am set up to patronise and comfort.

But let my conversation be such as shall put to

confusion the dissolute and abandoned, while my
justice strikes terror into them. O make me a hearty

lover of all good men ; and let me honour them who
fear the Lord. Make me ever ready and forward to

defend, and countenance, and encourage the genera-

tion of thy children, who live godly in Christ Jesus.

And let me, with courage, exert my authority in a

zealous vindication of thine honour, and in asserting

the rights and promoting the, growth and advance-

ment of thy true and holy religion. that the

glory of thy name, and the interests of thy kingdom,
and the welfare of thy church, may be ever near my
heart ; that, above all things, I may seek the things

of Jesus Christ; and truly and indifferently minister

justice, to the punishment of wickedness and vice,

and to the maintenance of thy true religion and
virtue. And whatever power and interest 1 have in

the world, O may I so lay it out for the service ot

thy holy truth, and the enlargement of the kingdom
of thy dear Son, that, after my advancement here, I

may not be thrown down hereafter ; nor receive the

doom of an unfaithful servant, for betraying my
trust, and abusing my authority. But let me appear
with comfort and joy before my Judge in that great

and solemn day; having a testimony from him that 1

did not hide my talent in a napkin, but improved it

to his glory. And may I now be so jealous for thy
cause, so careful of thine interests, and so studious

to the welfare of thy people, that, at the last, I may
be raised up with them to that highest of all bliss

and glory, which shall endure for evermore. Amen.
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The Husbancfs Prayer.

Accept my humble thanks, Lord my God, who
hast provided a help-meet for me, to be my partner

in the nearest of all relations. O teach and enable

me, in all things to demean myself towards her as it

becomes me in this station. May I be enabled to

cherish her as my own flesh. Let me never on any
account despise her, or be bitter against her ; but may
I bear with her infirmities, and forbear her in love

and all gentleness. Nor let me insult over her, as

an inferior ; but mildly use my authority, in treating

her as my dear yoke-fellow and companion. Let me
not be rigid in opposing her ; but ready to comply
with her in all her reasonable desires and expecta-

tions. make me meek and patient, faithful and
kind, respectful and tender in all my conduct towards

her ; and may I show m^'self on all occasions well

pleased and satisfied with her, that she may find

comfort in fellowship with me, and never have reason

to regret that she has forsaken all others for my sake.

O blessed Lord, espouse my dear friend to thyself, in

loving-kindness, and faithfulness, and tender mercies.

Bless her and love her, and make her lovely in thy

sight, and in the eyes of all. Especially make her

like the king's daughter, all glorious within ; that

she may not only appear to advantage in this world,

but be blessed for ever in the world to come. And
grant, O Lord our God, that we may be lovers of one

another's souls, and promoters of each other's salva-

tion ; so that there, after a short season of fellowship

here, we may meet again with rejoicing, where we
shall never part, even in that fulness of joy which
is in thy presence ; where, though there be no
marrying, nor giving in marriage, yet is there greater

festivity and gladness than in any day of espousals;
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and where those who are united together in thy fear

and love shall be blessed together in everlasting fel-

lowship with thee, and with thy dear Son Jesus

Christ. Amen.

The Wife's Prayer.

O MY God, thou hast called me to this state of

life ; and it is the disposal of thy providence that I

should be joined in wedlock with thy servant. I

bless thee, Lord, that thou hast dealt well with me,
and provided graciously for me. continue thy

goodness to me, in giving me knowledge and grace

to demean myself aright in this relation ; that I may
honour and obey the Lord in reverencing and obey-

ing my husband. Enable me to submit cheerfully

to him in all things not forbidden by thee ; and to

speak of him, and to him, with such words as shall

mark the high esteem and fervent love of my heart

towards him. Enable me so to demean myself on

all occasions as to give him satisfaction, that so his

love towards me may be confirmed, and our mutual
happiness increased. If at any time occasions oi

offence arise, teach me, with silence, or with soft

obliging words, to quench the flames, and to keep

the unity of the spirit in the bonds of peace. O
give me that ornament of a meek and quiet spirit

which in thy sight is of great price. Make me
humble and modest, discreet and considerate, careful

and diligent, faithful and constant, mild and patient

;

remembering not only the duties and comforts, but

also the temptations and crosses of the married state
;

and taking the worse with the better, as a part of

my portion ; showing myself herein a follower of

wise and godly matrons. Bless my dear partner,

O Lord, with the best of thy blessings ; and love
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him^ and keep him in thy continual care, till thou

bring him to thy heavenly kingdom. O bind us both

in faithfulness unto thee, as well as to one another.

And a-s we are one flesh, so make us of one heart,

and of one soul, that nothing but death may ever

make a separation between us. And let oar union

oe cemented, not merely by the considerations of

honour and interest, but chiefly by an ardent longing

for each otL'ar's spiritual and eternal welfare ; that so

we may admire, and love, and serve thee together

m this world, and glorify thee together in the world

o come, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Widow's Prayer.

O EVER-LIVING and all-disposing God ! thou hast

aken from me the friend of my bosom, that was even
as my own soul ; and by the loant hast thou taught

me the worth of that blessing which I once enjoyed.

I submit to thy righteous dispensations : and notwith-

standing thy hand is heavy upon me, I confess that

thou hast chastised me far less than my iniquities have
deserved. I lament that I have provoked thee to

anger : but, whatever has been the cause of thy judg-

ments, deliver me from it, I most humbly beseech

thee. Whereinsoever I have failed, either towards

thee, or towards my dear partner, forgive it for thy

mercy's sake in Christ Je?us. I bless thee for having
brought me into an union with him. He was thy

gift ; and it was thy goodness that I enjoj/^ed, and
thy help and comfort that I found in him. And now
thou canst supply to me, by thyself, what I received

from thee by his hands. Thou art still the same
fountain of goodness, whatever means of conveyance
thou cuttest off' from us. pity me, Lord, under
the breach which thou hast been pleased to make
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upon me ; and support me in the dejection of my
heart ; and guide and comfort me in all the perplexi-

ty of my thoughts. Withdraw not thou thyself from

me, my God, now that trouble is upon me ; but

make use of this bitter dispensation as the means ol

bringing me nearer to thyself, and of raising this

heart of mine from the present world, to that better

place, where I hope my dear friend is now in thine

immeliate presence. And now that I am a widow
indeed, and desolate, enable me to trust in thee, my
God, and to continue in supplications and prayers

night and day. O thou that hast a peculiar care, and
tender regard for the widows, be pleased to espouse

my cause, and direct my path, and show me what 1

have to do, and fit me for every duty now incumbent
upon me. O let my Maker be my husband, to teach

and help me, to defend and comfort me, to deal gra-

ciously with me, and to be all in all to me. And bring

me safe, O my God, through this vale of misery, to the

blessed kingdom of thy glory : for the sake of thy

beloved Son, my only Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.

-«»©@©-.«-

The Orphan's Prayer.

O Lord my God ! thou art he that took me out oJ

my mother's womb ; and art pleased to style th^^self

in a peculiar manner, the father of the fatherless.

Now that I am left unto thee, mine eyes are upon thee,

O my Father, and I desire to pour out my soul before

thee, and to entreat thy gracious favour. Have com
passion on me, and leave me not desolate. Expose
me not helpless and unprotected to the wants and dan-

gers of this wicked world : but now that my fathei

and mother have forsaken me, O Lord, do thou take

me up ; and be a father (and the best of fathers) to

me, and still a gracious provider for me. Guide me,
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my heavenly Father, and direct my friends also,

who are concerned in the disposing of me and my
affairs. O be thou pleased to choose my inheritance

forme ; and order all that concerns me for the promot-

ing of thy glory, and the advancing of my present

and everlasting happiness. Direct my designs, that

they may be agreeable to th}^ blessed will ; and bless

and prosper my endeavours, that they may succeed
according to my desire, and furnish me with continual

occasions of praise and thanksgiving. My Lord, I

commit myself to thee : O be thou my God and
guide, even unto death. Be ever watchful over me
for good, and preserve and keep me, and conduct and
lead me, in all the variety of estates and affairs of

this life, till thou hast brought me to inherit the

blessed portion of thy children, in that most sweet
and glorious life, which shall never fail. Grant this,

merciful Father, for thy dear Son's sake, my only

Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Aged's Prayer.

O Lord of my life, thou art my God from the

womb, my hope and trust from my youth. By thee

1 was brought into the world, and upon thee have I

lived all my days. O with what patience and long-

suffering hast thou endured me ! and with what
loving kindness and tender mercies hast thou still

followed and preserved me ! how many have I seen

snatched out of this life, as I fear, miserably unpre-

pared for their death ; whereas thou prolongest my
days, and together with more days, still addest new
mercies to my life. that the lengthening of my
days may be a real benefit; and that, as my life is

prolonged, so the whole work which God has given
me to do, may be finished ! may I redeem the time,

IS
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and improve all the opportunities and means of grace

which thou art pleased to put into my hands, for the

everlasting advantage of my soul ! And let my age

be the good old age ; and the remaining time of my
sojourning here, be the best of all my time.

Though my sight is dim to the world, let my eyes

be ever towards the Lord, and open to see the things

belonging to my peace. Though my ears are dull of

hearing, let my heart be attentive to thy calls, and

let me hear thy voice, while it is called To-day.

Though I cannot, as formerly, relish the pleasures of

meat and drink, yet let me taste the goodness of the

Lord, and savour the things of the Spirit of God,

and hunger and thirst after righteousness, and long

for those pleasures w^hich are at thy right hand for

evermore. And though my limbs are weak, and my
strength will not serve me to trave.1 abroad as I have

done ; yet make me strong in the Lord, to do thy

work, and to w^alk in thy ways, and to perform my
great journey homeward, to my house eternal in the

heavens. And, seeing there is no man that liveth

and shall not see death, and the longer I have escap-

ed it, the nearer I am now to it, and shall one day

certainly fall by it, and must every day reckon upon
it, and know not but that my soul may this night be

required of me : O let not my length of days tempt

me to forget their end, or to put my last day far from

me : but let me keep it ever in my prospect, as

drawing nigh to me ; that I may order all my con-

cerns, not only like a stranger and sojourner, but as

a dying m.an who is ready to drop into the grave, ami

as waiting, watching, and preparing, for the coming

of his Lord. that at thy coming, thou mayest

find me so doing !

And, because I am old in sins, as well as in years
;

weighed down with iniquity, as well as with age ;
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my gracious Lord, give me that godly sorrow for my
sins, which shall work repentance not to be repented

of. Thou hast saved many old sinners ; O God, be

so merciful to me a sinner. Put all my sins to the

account of thy dear Son : and wash m.e thoroughly

from them in the fountain of his precious blood.

Especially, O merciful Lord, acquit and discharge me
from the sins that lie heaviest upon me, and that

make the thoughts of death and judgment most
painful to me. O give me, Lord, some token for

good, that I may have an evidence of my having
found mercy at thy hands, and that I may depart in

peace, and finish my course with joy, and, in the

end of my life, be numbered among the redeemed
and blessed of the Lord, through the tender mercies

of my God, and through the all-sufficient merits of

my only Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Child's Prayer.

O MY God and Father, who hast made me, have
mercy upon me, and teach me to know thee ; and
incline my heart to love thee, and enable me in all

my life to do thy will, as I ought to do. Thou hast

formed me for thyself; and in the church I have been

devoted, and offered up unto thee, as thy child.

ihou adorable Saviour, who hast ordered children

to be brought unto thee, and hast declared, that oi

such is the kingdom of heaven, give me thy grace,

that I may understand and seek after God
;
yea, thai

I may seek thee early, and with my whole heart.

Dispose me to remember thee, my Creator and
Kedeemer, in the days of my youth, and to take

upon me now thy light and easy yoke ; that thou

mayest not- be unmindful of me in the time of age, or

leave me comfortless in my latter days. As I grow



202 THE child's prayer.

m years and stature, so help me, Lord, to grow in

wisdom and grace, and in favour with God and men.

keep me from the evil of this world, and carry me
safely through it to thy heavenly kingdom. Make
me obedient to my parents and teachers, and lowly

and respectful unto all. And bless to me all the means
that are used for my instruction : teach me to profit by
them, and to acquire such learning, as shall qualify

me to discharge with advantage the duties of any
station which I shall hereafter be called to fill. O
my heavenly Father ! take care of me, and provide

for me ; and so dispose of me in the world, that I

may be useful in my generation, and a blessing to

the place where thy providence shall fix my abode.

Preserve me, O my Lord, from the infection of bad

examples : let me never be led away and enticed to

follow the despisers of thy laws ; but make me a lover

and follower of such as are truly good, and a pattern

to others of all that is lovely and of good report. O
God, thou knowest my foolishness, and seest how
weak I am : O look not upon ni}^ follies, nor be

extreme to mark what is done amiss ; but have pity

on my infirmities, and forgive my sins. Out of the

mouths of babes and sucklings thou hast ordained

strength ; O magnify thy power in my weakness,
and make me a profitable member of society, and an
instrument to promote thy glory. Leave me not, O
Lord, to myself, or to my own foolish counsels ; but

let me be taught of God how to behave myself, and
what to do. And take thou the gracious charge and
government of me ; and keep my heart ever in thy

fear and love ; and direct all my ways to please thee

my God, through Jesus Christ. Amen.
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A Prayer to be used by the Rick a7id Great.

Lord, the gracious Giver of all our good things !

thou hast opened thy hand to me in a bountiful man-
ner, and given me all things plenteously to enjoy :

thou hast made me to be full and to abound, whilst

multitudes around me are poor and indigent. that

this plenty, which I have for my body, may not prove

a snare to my soul ; let me never trust in uncertain

riches, nor rest in thy gifts forgetful of the Giver.

Better were it that I had been altogether destitute of

this world's good, than that I should make it my idol,

or be satisfied with it as my only portion. It is,

indeed, too often found, that the prosperity of fools

destroys them. O merciful God, grant that this fatal

consequence may not ever arise from the wealth
bestowed on me ! Let me never be suffered to abuse

thy bounties, or to make them an occasion of sinning

against thee. I am thy steward, O Lord
;
grant, J

beseech thee, that I may be found faithful in what
is committed to my trust ; that I may honour thee

with my substance, and improve my talents agreeably

to thy mind and will. O that with the fulness put

into my hands, leanness may not be sent into my
soul ; that I may not wax proud and wanton, and
indifferent about a better world, when I am so well

provided for in this ! O let not my riches prevent thy

grace, or damp my zeal in thy service. But the

more thou hast done for me, my God, make me the

more careful t« approve myself to thee, more anxious

to please thee, more fearful to offend thee. And
seeing that thou hast pronounced it so hard for the

rich to enter into thy kingdom, O keep me continually

vigilant to escape the temptations and dangers to

which I am exposed.

18^



204 FOR THE RICH AND GREAT.

Suffer me not, O my God, to trust in uncertain

riches, or to value myself upon my worldly posses-

sions : but make me to covet earnestly the true riches,

even the treasures of thy heavenly grace and love.

Enable me to count all things but loss and dross, that

I may win Christ, and be rich in good works, and

abound in the fruits of righteousness. As thou fillest

me with thy good things, so fill my heart with thy

love and grace, that I may use every gift aright to

thy glory. O let me not despise any above whom
thy distinguished kindness has raised me. But give

me a heart to condescend to them of low estate ; and

amidst all my plenty, let me be clothed with humility.

Make me forward to all the offices of charity ; ready

to communicate, willing to distribute ; laying up in

store a good foundation against the time to come,

that I may lay hold on eternal life. Let it be my
delight to make to myself friends with the unrighteous

mammon, that when I fail, they may receive me into

everlasting habitations. Whatsoever I have in the

world, O that I may have it sanctified to me by the

word of God and prayer ! and may be enabled, by a

right use and conscientious improvement of it, to

honour thy name, from whom every good and perfect

gift proceeds ! Let me so use the world, as not to abuse

it. Let me rather be deprived of all that I possess,

than be retarded by it in my spiritual progress. Let
me rather cast off the thick clay with which my feet

are loaded, than not run my race with patience, and
so run as to obtain the treasures which are eternal in

the heavens. A?ncn-
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A Prayer to be tised by such as are Poor and Low
in the World.

O Lord, the great Disposer of all our estates and
concerns ! thy providence appoints to all their several

stations ; and it is thy will that there shall be poor
and low, as well as rich and high, in the world.

One thing is needful ; and it is not the wealth ol

this world, but the riches of thy grace, that will do
us good, and make us happy. If thou shower not

down plenty upon me, yet. Lord, give me what is

needful and convenient for me. And, however thou
dealest with me as to the things of this life, O deny
me not thy saving grace, which is the portion of thy

chosen, and better than thousands of gold and silver.

Teach me, my God, to suffer need, without repining

at my lot, or coveting what I do not possess, or envy-
ing those who are in better circumstances than myself.

make me contented with my portion, and not

grieved on account of my humbleness and obscurity

in the world, but desirous only to be known in heaven,
and to be accepted of my God, in Christ Jesus. Let
me never stretch out my hand to iniquity, nor seek
to help myself by any dishonest ways ; but choose
rather to be poor than wicked, and to want my daily

bread rather than to be destitute of thy heavenly
grace. Enable me to cast all my care upon thee,

and to trust in thee for all needful provision. Let
me labour, working with my hands the thing which
is good, that I may have sufficient for my necessities ;

and may thy blessing succeed and prosper all my
honest designs and poor endeavours.

And the less I have of this world, O let me be
more concerned to labour for a better ! And as 1

have no inheritance upon earth, make me determined,
through thy grace, to be a partaker of the inheritance
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of thy saints in light. Let me not lose both worlds;

nor pass from a destitute condition here to want even

a drop of water in the eternal world ; but let me have
treasure in heaven, even thy blessed self, Lord, to

be my portion for ever. Let me be found among
those poor of this world, whom thou hast chosen to

be rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom which thou

hast promised to them that love thee.

And blessed be thy name, O righteous God, that

with thee there is no respect of persons ; but the

poor are as acceptable to thee as the rich : yea, thou

hast dealt exceeding gracious with me, in that thou

hast put out of my way many of the snares and
temptations that hinder others. The riches of the

opulent render it extremely difficult for them to enter

into thy kingdom : but my poverty lays no obstacle

in my way to the obtaining of thy glory. If only I

am poor in spirit as well as low in the world, I have
thy promise, that the kingdom of heaven shall be

mine. My God ! grant me that poverty of spirit,

with all other things that accompany salvation.

And then, however destitute I am in this life, thy

will be done : though I have nothing to depend upon
in the world, yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy
in the God of my salvation. Having thee for my
God, I can want nothing that is good. Lord, give

me thyself, and then I have all : and for that best oi

o-ifts, I will bless thy name for evermore. Amen,

The Prayer of a Master of a Family.

O MOST high God, the great Lord of all, whose
providence disposes the several ranks of men in the

world, and whose word instructs masters as well as

servants how to demean themselves in their respec-

tive places; thou hast made me the head of this
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house. that I may walk in it with an upright

heart ; and not sheher any evil thing under my roof!

May I ever countenance the pious, and correct the

vicious, and yield myself a pattern of all that is

virtuous and praiseworthy ; and let me so command
my children, and my household after me, that they

also may keep the way of the Lord. Let this be my
determination, through grace, thai as for me and my
house, we will serve the Lord. O that there may
not be a hypocrite, or an unrenewed profane person

amongst us ; let not me, who am called a master,

myself be a servant of sin . let me not be enslaved

by my own passions and lusts ; but have the domi-

nion over myself: and keep my eyes ever waiting

upon the Lord my God, even as the eyes of servants

are to the hands of their masters.

O that my wife may be the spouse of Christ; my
children the children of God ; my servants the ser-

vants of the Lord ; and all the members of my
family the true members of thy church, and the

constant followers of all that is laudable and good.

Let me not carry myself with rigour amongst them
;

nor despise the cause even of my servants ; but with

patience and candour attend to their complaints, and
give unto them that which is just and equal : know-
ing that I also have a Master in heaven. Let me
not insult over any that are under the yoke ; nor be

severe and cruel to them ; nor oppress or defraud

them in their wages : nor withhold any rewards or

encouragements which they may justly expect from

me. But let my dealings with them be upright and
candid, merciful and kind. Let me take care of their

bodies and their souls, and of all that concerns them,

as their benign patron and their faithful friend. Let
me ever treat them with all due regard, as my
brethren and fellow servants before God, with whom
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is no respect of persons. give me, Lord, an
understanding heart, and such a spirit of wisdom,

that I may go in and out before my people, as one

that is taught of God; and in whatsoever I enjoin to

them, let me have respect to thy will, and seek the

advancement of thy glory.

Bless my house, O Lord, and preserve it from all

diseases and from all dangers. Keep it also from

vice and ungodliness ; and make it a nursery of virtue

and piety, and of all that is exemplary and of good
report. Direct, O God, and help every one of us in

the discharge of our respective duties. Enable us to

employ ourselves as we ought, and with quietness do

our own business ; never forgetting the great work
for which we were sent into the world. O keep us

evermore in thy fear and love ; and enable us not

only to begin well, but to hold on our way even to

the end ; that we may meet again around thy throne,

and be partakers together of thy heavenly kingdom,

through Jesus Christ our common Lord and Saviour.

Amen,

The Servanfs Prayer.

God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven
and earth ! it is the appointment of thy good provi-

dence, that there should be various ranks and degrees

of men, and that I should be placed in the station

where I now am. Wherefore I submit, Lord, to thy

most wise and gracious disposal ; and desire, with

content and thankfulness, to accept of my portion,

how low soever in the world. If my blessed Re-
deemer, who is Lord of all, would take upon him
the form of a servant, and condescend even to the

meanest offices for the service of our souls, O why
should it be grievous to me to be a servant under
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the yoke ? In serving man as I ought, 1 do also serve

the Lord; and, though bound to man, I may be the

Lord's freeman: yea, in faithfully discharging the

duties of my place, I shall be as acceptable to my
God, as any that enjoy the highest station. I leave it

to thee, therefore, O Lord of all, to choose my inherit-

ance for me. Only I beg at thy hands, that my lot

may fall where my soul may prosper, though my
work be less easy, my provision less delicate, my
accommodation less convenient. If my soul do well,

I shall be for ever happy : if my heart be right with

God, I shall be blessed with his countenance and love :

and if I be found in the way of righteousness, I shall

be exalted in due time, however abased at present.

my supreme Lord and Master, who art King ol

kings and Lord of lords, let me prefer thy favour,

wherein is life, and thy loving-kindness, which is

better than life itself, to all the ease, or profit, or

honour that the world can give me : and let it be

more my concern to glorify thee by a quiet, faithful,

and diligent discharge of the duties of my place, than

to serve myself by a restless desire of continually

advancing my temporal interests.

O let me not be the servant of sin : but let me
enjoy the blessed liberty wherewith Christ has made
us free ; even liberty from sinful bondage, and liberty

to follow my Lord fully, and to run the way of thy

commandments with an enlarged heart. And, Lord,

be thou pleased to fit me for the service to which I

am called ; that I may perform it to the glory of thy

name, to the satisfaction and comfort of those whom
I serve, and to my own everlasting advantage. O
make me true and faithful, careful and diligent,

humble and obedient, meek and patient, kind and
peaceable. Enable me to do the business of my
place, not with eye-service, as a man-plcaser, but in
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singleness of heart, as unto God. Let nrie not be

cross in my temper, or froward in my conduct ; but

ready on all occasions to bear with others and to deny
myself. Let me not be hasty to answer again, and
thereby to stir up wrath ; but enable me, with silence

and submission, to follow the things that make for

peace. Let me never lower my master's character,

in order to set off my own ; or consult my own gain

ar pleasure at the expense of his interests ; but

enable me in all things to consult his will and pleasure,

his credit and interest, as far as will consist with my
duty to thee. Let it be ray ambition to act worthy
of my God unto all pleasing, and to be found faithful

in the sight of him who searcheth the heart and
trieth the reins. Give me thy grace, most merci-

ful God and Father, that I may so acquit myself

towards my earthly master, as to have my person and
services accepted of thee, through the mediation of thy

beloved Son, my blessed Saviour and Redeemer,
Jesus Christ. Amen.

-^«@©-».-

The Soldier's Prayer.

O Lord God of hosts ! who hast all the creatures,

in heaven and in earth, ever ready to fight thy battles,

and to execute thy commands ! thou didst not sow any
seeds of enmity in our nature ; but didst create man
in thine own image, endued with all the principles of

love and dispositions to peace. It is from our lusts

alone that wars and fightings have come amongst us.

We first, by transgression, made ourselves enemies to

thee ; and have therefore been justly left by thee to

cherish enmity against our fellow-creatures, and to

hate and destroy one another. O my God, I lament
the sad necessity that exists for learning and exercis-

inof the art of war. But, now that 1 am in a line
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which binds to the performance of military duties,

instruct me, O Lord, and enable me to behave my-
self as a truly Christian soldier ought to do. Above
all things, incline me, Lord, to enlist under t'.y

banners, and enable me to become a good soldi'jr of

Jesus Christ. Let me war a good warfare, anrl never

cease to fight against those enemies that wo: against

my soul. And that I may have peace with thee, my
God, let me have no peace with my sins, nor ever

take part with those that rebel against ^hee. Let me
never be carried away by the influence of ungodly
examples, or be led to commit any wickedness against

which thou, O God, hast declared thy wrath from

heaven. O grant that I may never strive with my
Maker ; nor allow myself in such a habit of mind, and
course of life, as are enmity against God : but le

me dread more to fall into thy hands, than into the

hands of those who can only kill the body; and ever

show myself the more zealous for thee, the more I

see others set themselves against thee. O Lord
most high ! make me valiant for thy cause, as well

as for my country. And preserve me, my God,

from the profaneness and blasphemy, the lewdness

and debauchery, the rudeness and violence that are

so common amongst men of my profession : let me
not be infected with their contagion ; but preserve

my integrity amidst all the temptations wherewith I

am surrounded.

Though the sword is in my hand, let the peace of

God rule in my heart. And though I am a soldier,

let me not be a man of blood, delighting in war, but

a ready servant of my country, a faithful instrument

for our common defence and safety, and a dutiful

citizen to the powers ordained by God, for the Lord's

sake. my strength and my Redeemer, strengthen

my heart and hands for the service to which I am.

19
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called. And make me successful and victorious

through thy blessing and power from on high. It is

thou, Lord, only, that makest us to dwell in safety;

O cover my head in the day of battle ; and in all

times of danger, be thou my shield and buckler.

Keep me, if it may please thee, from the calamities

to Avhich I am exposed, or overrule them for my
spiritual and eternal good; that wounds in my body
may be the health of my soul, and temporal death

prove to me the gate of everlasting life. And seei 3
that I go with my life in my hands, and am more
exposed than other men to dangers and death,

make me more careful of my soul, more mindful oi

my latter end, and more diligent to maintain a con

stant readiness to meet my God. And whether 1

prosper or miscarry in the attempts and enterprises

wherein I am now concerned, O let my soul be ever

precious in thy sight, and safe in thy hands. Help
me, O thou, my Leader and Commander, thou great

Captain of my salvation, so to live, that I may find

it the greatest gain to die : and let me go on, as

Christ's faithful soldier, so conquering and to con-

quer, that having overcome all the enemies of my
soul, I may sit down in thy kingdom, and participate

thy glory, and triumph in thy praise, for ever and

ever. Amen.

The Sailor's Pi'ayer.

Almighty and ever blessed God, whose eyes are

in every place beholding the evil and the good ; look

down, I beseech thee, on thine unworthy servant that

desires now to obtain mercy at thy hands. Thou
seest that my lot is cast in a situation where my
temptations are manifold, and my advantages for

religious improvement but few. Alas ! O Lord,
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how baneful have I found the influence of evil com-
pany ; and how often have I myself proved a snare

to my companions ! but pardon, I pray thee, all the

guilt which I have contracted; and lay not to my
charge my multiplied iniquities. Wash me in the

fountain opened for sin and for uncleanness ; and let

the blood of Christ, which cleanseth from all sin,

purge my conscience from dead works, to serve the

living God.
Let me not, O Lord, be any longer regardless of

my eternal interests. Surely in a peculiar manner
it becomes me to stand ready for death and judgment.
Exposed as I am to continual dangers, and not know-
ing what an hour may bring forth, O let me be

mindful of my latter end, and live every day as if

I knew that it would be my last. And if, by reason

of stormy winds and tempests, I be lifted up to the

heavens, and go down again into the depths, and the

hearts of all around me melt because of their trouble,

let me know in whom I have believed, and be ena-

bled, with composure, to commit my soul into thy

hands : let me have the comfort of knowing that

thou art reconciled to me in the Son of thy love, and
that death will be to me a door of entrance into thy

heavenly kingdom.
Let me not be afraid to confess thee before men,

or be ashamed of having it known that I am thy

servant. Let me rather be emboldened to let my
light shine before men, and to be a witness for thee

amongst those with whom I live. Let me be deeply

grieved at all the evil which I behold, and labour to

the utmost of my power to turn my fellow-sinners

from the error of their ways.
Blessed God ! infinite are my obligations to thee

for the many kind interpositions of thy providence
which I have experienced, and for that measure of
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grace which, of thine own love and mercy, thou hast

seen fit to bestow upon me. that thou wouldst fill

my heart with a grateful sense of thy mercies, and
dispose me to render unto thee according to the bene-

fits conferred upon me. Let me especially live nigh

to thee in secret prayer. Let me delight in reading

thy blessed word, and in meditating on the great

things of thy law. Make up to me the want ot

public instruction by the special assistance of thy

good Spirit. Open my understanding, that I may
understand thy word ; and incline my heart to obey

it with all cheerfulness. Enable me, in the most

unreserved manner, to devote myself to thee, and
to glorify thee with my body and my spirit, which
are thine.

This, O my God, I would regard as my chief

happiness on earth : and this I humbly ask at thy

hands, through the merits and mediation of Jesus

Christ, my blessed Lord and Saviour. Amen.

The condemned Malefactors Prayer.

Out of the depth do I cry to thee, Lord ! Lord,

hear my voice; let thine ears be attentive to the

voice of my supplication. If thou, Lord, shouldst

mark iniquities, Lord, who should stand ! But

there is forgiveness with thee, that thou mayest be

feared. Therefore I wait for the Lord : my sou]

does wait: and in thy word do I hope. Though my
sins have found me out, and brought me to shame,

and they are heinous beyond expression, and the

thought and remembrance of them fills me with

horror and confusion
;
yet I believe, Lord help my

unbelief, they are not greater than can be forgiven;

they do not exceed the value of that atonement which
thine only dear Son has made, or the merits of that
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perfect obedience which, he has rendered to thy holy-

law. No, Lord : neither do they exceed thy bound-
less mercies, nor the great and precious promises

which thou hast given us in the gospel of thy Son.

Vile, indeed, and inexpressibly wretched is my guilty

soul ; but it is not past thy help and care, Lord
God Almighty, who, at the lowest, canst raise, and
at the worst, art able to relieve us. Except we
repent, thou hast told us that we shall perish ; but

upon our repentance, thou hast promised thy gracious

forgiveness. And though sin has abounded, yet

when we forsake our wicked ways and thoughts,

and return to the Lord our God, thou hast promised
to have mercy upon us, and abundantly to pardon.

It is thine own most true and faithful word, O Lord,

that whosoever believeth in Christ shall not perish,

but have everlasting life ; and, that he who confesseth

and forsaketh his sins shall have mercy. Though,
therefore, I cannot find such mercy now at man's
tribunal, yet I may, and will, ask it of thee, the

Father of all mercies, who dost not reject the cry

even of the vilest in their distress, but rememberest
us in our lowest estate, and encouragest us to trust

in that mercy of thine which endureth for ever.

thou that hast promised to forgive every penitent

sinner, make me. Lord, I beseech thee, one of that

number. O touch my heart with true remorse, that

it may melt and bleed for my sins, and become such
a broken, contrite heart, as thou wilt not despise.

that the distressing circumstances which I am
in, may be turned, through the riches of thy grace,

into a happy occasion of converting my soul, and of

furthering my everlasting salvation ! This is a time
of shame and sorrow with me ; but help me, gra-

cious God, so to repent and be converted, that my
sins may be blotted out, and that a time of refreshing
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may come to me from the presence of the Lord. For
thy name's sake, Lord, pardon my sin, for it is

great ; too great for any but the God of infinite good-

ness and love to pardon. And that thou mayest

have the glory, and my soul the blessed fruit of thy

mercy, O Lord, prepare me for it, by such a deep and
serious repentance as thy holy word requires, and
such as thy goodness in Christ Jesus will mercifully

accept. What is past I cannot recall ; but thou.

Lord, canst remit it, and give me grace to repent of

it. O strike my rocky heart, that the tears of peni-

tence may flow down like a river ; and enable me so

to humble myself for my sins, that they may be

blotted out from the book of thy remembrance.
blot them out as a morning cloud : blot them in the

blood of thy beloved Son, who came to seek and to

save that which was lost ; and who suffered and died

once that we might not suffer and die eternally.

Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse

me from my sin ; wash me in that fountain that was
opened for sin and for uncleanness, even in the pre-

cious blood of that Lamb of God that was slain to

take away the sins of the world.

My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death

:

O most gracious Lord ! grant that my sorrow may
be a godly sorrow. Let me not merely sorrow for

the bitter consequences of my sin, but for my sin

itself, and for all the offences which I have ever

committed against thy divine Majesty. blessed

Jesus, who earnest to call sinners to repentance, and
thyself didst hang upon the cross, and show com-
passion to the poor malefactor who suffered with thee;

remember me now in my last hours, and show mercy
unto me for thy own mercy's sake. O Son of David
have mercy upon me. Both now and ever vouch-
safe to hear me, O Christ

; graciously hear me, O
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Lord Christ. And let thy mercy be showed upon
me, as I do put my trust in thee. glorify thy
mercy in my salvation, and not thy justice in my
destruction.

Though confusion is now my portion, yet help me,
Lord, to bear thine indignation, as it becomes me

;

and so to improve the humiliating circumstances into

which my sins have brought me, that I may not

hereafter awake to shame and everlasting contempt.
And though I am now under the sentence of a tem-
poral death

; yet spare my soul, most merciful

Lord, and deliver me not into the bitter pains of

eternal death. O that I may have all my shame,
and sorrow, and evil things, in this life ; and not be
removed from this dungeon to that infinitely more
tremendous prison, where I shall want even a drop
of water to cool my tongue, and be confined in chains

of everlasting darkness to the judgment of the great

day. Be merciful unto me, O merciful Lord God

;

and show forth in me all the wonders of thy grace,

and power, and mercy, to prepare me for, and sup-

port me under, the deserved punishment which I am
about to suffer ; and to give me hope in my death,

even in this infamous death ; and after death, a
happy mansion, the least and lowest mansion, in the

house of my God. I humbly ask this, for the sake
of thine own tender mercies, and for the infinite

merits of the great Redeemer of the world, ray only

Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. Amen.

A Prayer for the Enlargement and Prosperity

of the Church.

O God of all grace, who hast called out of this

present evil world a chosen generation to know thy
will, to seek thy face, to follow thy ways, and to
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inherit thy glory, pour out thy blessings upon those

who are yet in darkness and the shadow of death :

make bare thine arm, and exert thy power, that all

the ends of the earth may remember themselves, and
turn to the Lord, and that all flesh may see the

salvation of God. Call home to thee again thy

once-favoured people the Jews : and take the vail

from their hearts, that they may see and own their

Messiah. Let the blood of Christ, which they so

profanely imprecated upon their own heads, cleanse

them from the guilt of shedding it : yea, let it cleanse

them from all their sins. Bring in, O God, the ful-

ness of the gentiles ; and give thy Son the heathen

for his inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the

earth for his possession. give thy gospel a free

and effectual course throughout the world ; let it be

propagated where it has not yet reached ; and let the

joyful sound be heard, even where Christ is not yet

named. Give success to it, where it shines already ;

let all who have received it sincerely obey it : cause

every one that names the name of Christ to depart

from iniquity ; and grant that all who make a pro-

fession of godliness may be constrained by the love

of Christ to live unto thee, and to adorn the doctrine

of God our Saviour in all things.

Convince and convert both the avowed enemies
of Christ, and also the enemies of his own house.

Beat down all anti-christian powers, both in the false

church, where Christianity is so foully corrupted
;

and also beyond the borders of Christendom, where
it is openly opposed. Show unto all of them the

light of thy truth; that they may know it as it is in

Jesus : expell their prejudices, together with their

darkness ; and bring them to receive thy truth in the

love of it, that they may be saved. O that the true

religion of our Lord Jesus may prevail powerfully,
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and gain more proselytes daily throughout the world

:

O that Jerusalem may soon become the joy and
praise of the whole earth, and that we may see the

good of it all the days of our life ! O thou Father

of lights, grant that all errors in doctrine, and all

ungodliness in practice, may be more and more expos

ed and suppressed, till they be utterly abolished

'

Let the wickedness of the wicked come to an end

;

but let truth and holiness increase in credit and
authority till they reign and flourish even to the ends

of the eai^th : grant this, we most humbly beseech

thee, through the abundant grace of our Lord Jesus

Christ. Amen.

A Prayer for the Church.

Blessed be thy name, O Lord our God, who hast

called us to be thy people ; and caused the day-spring

from on high to visit us, and the light of thy gospel

to shine upon us. Thou hast sent to us the word of

salvation ; and made thy holy religion to be our

birthright, and the professed religion of our nation.

Thou hast not been deficient in kindness to us, O
gracious Lord ; but how grievously have we failed

in our duty to thee : Great things hast thou done in

our behalf; but, O how little have we done in thy

service ; and how much against thy holy, good, and
righteous laws ! We have long experienced thy care

and kindness, as the vineyard of the Lord, which
thy right hand hath planted ; thou hast hedged us

about with thy providence ; digged and pruned us

with thy judgments; watered and refreshed us with

thy mercies ; and justly mightest thou expect to find

in us fruits answerable to all thy care. But, alas !

we have brought forth wild grapes ; and have been
overgrown with the briers and thorns of contention.
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Our works have (too often) been no better than the

unfruitful works of darkness. We confess, Lord,
that we have walked unworthy of our holy vocation,

and that thou mightest justly take away the gospel

of the kingdom from us, and give it to another peo-

ple, that should bring forth fruits more worthy of it.

But, O gracious, long-suffering God, who in judg-

ment hast ever remembered mercy towards us ! enter

not into judgment with us for our unmindfulness ol

thee : lay not to our charge the numberless evih

of which our own consciences accuse us ; our bar

renness under all the means of grace, our ingratitude

for thy most precious benefits, and our abuses of the

innumerable favours which we so long have enjoyed.

Remember not our sins against us ; but remember
thy own tender mercies and loving-kindnesses, which
have been ever of old. say not of this land, thou
hast no pleasure in it; but return, we beseech thee,

O God of hosts ; look down from heaven, behold and
visit this vineyard, and the branch which thou madest
strong for thyself. Be thou as a wall of fire about

our church, to protect it against all that would invade

its peace, corrupt its purity, or destroy its prosperity.

And be thou as a refiner's fire, and like fuller's soap,

in the midst of us ; to purge away our dross, and to

purify us yet more from all remaining errors and
corruptions. Let thy church be established in the

midst of us; let righteousness be the foundation of

her walls, and peace the ornament of her palaces.

may that right hand of thine which doeth

valiantly, work wonders for our safety. Especially

be thou pleased, O Lord, to work such a holy refor-

mation amongst us, that we may not be nominally,

but really, a reformed people, even a peculiar people,

zealous of good works. Make us eminent for that

righteousness which exalteth a nation ; that thou, the
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righteous Lord, who lovest righteousness, mayest
bless us, and compass us with thy favour as with a
shield. Thou hast seen how much we have resisted

hitherto the means thou hast used for our good ; but

be merciful unto us ; and cause thine anger towards
us to cease ; and rejoice over us to do us good ; and
do for us what thou knowest will be effectual to

reclaim and save us. Give us grace that shall be
sufficient for us, and that shall constrain us to walk
worthy of the calling wherewith we are called. Cast
not out our prayer ; but hear and answer us, O God
of our salvation, for the sake of Jesus Christ, thy

Son, our Lord. Amen.

A Prayerfor Unity.

God of the spirits of all flesh, who hast made
of one blood all nations of men to dwell on the face

of the whole earth ! Wilt thou make us to agree in

mind and affection as we do in nature and constitu-

tion : and give to all nations unity, peace, and
concord ? And, as thou hast called the faithful

throughout the world, into one body, so make the

multitude of believers (as once they were) of one
heart, and of one soul. O let not the seamless coat

of Christ be rent in pieces : nor thy church be divided

by schisms and contentions ; but make us one fold,

and one flock under Jesus Christ, the great Shepherd
and Bishop of our souls. Heal the wounds which our
mutual jealousies and animosities have made ; let not

those invddious names that tend only to exasperate
and to widen our breaches be kept up ; but take away
from the midst of us that perverse spirit which makes
us a nation void of counsel ; and disposes us to injure

and persecute one another. O God of peace ! incline

our hearts to hearken to all peaceable counsels, and
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to comply with all healing designs. And so allay

the excitements which our dissensions have raised,

that, amidst the variety of sentiments which obtain

amongst us, we may yet keep the unity of the Spirit in

the bond of peace ; and evidence our relation to the

Prince of Peace, by following after those things that

make for peace.

Lord, rebuke the storms which our unhallowed
passions have raised ; say to the winds and to the

waves, be still ; and they shall obey thee. heal

our breaches ; and give us peace with thee our God,
as the foundation for a firm and lasting peace with

each other. Let the uriting Spirit of Christ Jesus

draw and knit us together in the blessed communion
of thy saints ; and let us all, with one heart and one

mind, exert ourselves to advance thy glory, and the

public good, and the common salvation of all our

souls, through thy rich mercy to us in our blessed

peace-maker Jesus Christ. Amen.

A Prayer for all our Faders and Magistrates.

Almighty Lord, the most high God, by whom
kings reign, and princes decree justice ! Thou puttest

down one, and settest up another; and there are

no powers but of thee ; the powers that be ordained

of God. Thy word directs us to pray for all that are

in authority.

Give, Lord, unto all our rulers a mind and spirit

suitable to their situations. Make them a terror

only to evil doers, and a praise to them that do well.

O that they may use for thee all the power which
they have received from thee, not bearing the sword
in vain, but curbing and suppressing all vice and

ungodliness ; and defending and encouraging what-

ever is holy, just, and good. O give them wisdom
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to understand, and hearts to consider, and abilities to

redress the grievances of thy people; that under
their protection we may lead quiet and peaceable

lives, in all godliness and honesty.

And grant, O Lord, that I, and all my fellow-citizens

may submit to every ordinance of man, for thy sake

;

and in conscience towards God, yield obedience to

the powers which thou hast ordained. Let the fear

of God teach us to honour our rulers ; and a sense

of our duty to thee keep us within the bounds of our

duty to them ; that we may not bring an evil report

upon our holy profession ; but put to silence the

ignorance of foolish men, by well doing. And may
all magistrates so rule, and citizens so obey; and
every one of us, from the highest to the lowest,

understand and seek after God, seeking thee. Lord,

whilst thou mayest be found, and calling upon thee

while thou art near, that thou mayest not root us out

from being a people, as we have justly merited; but

be still our God, and do us good in the accustomed
ways of thy loving-kindness to us, through the Son
of thy love, our blessed Lord and Saviour, Jesus

Christ. Amen.

A Prayer for all our Spiritual Pastors.

O Lord most high, thou glorious head of all the

church ! who hast appointed various offices in it for

the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the

ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ:

bless in an especial manner all those whom thou hast

sent to bless the people in thy name : and make all our
spiritual fathers careful and tender nursing fathers of

thy church. Grant them knowledge and grace, that

they may order their conversation aright; enable

them to watch for souls, to feed the (lock of God,
20
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and to take the oversight thereof, not by constraint,

but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready

mind : may they care for all committed to their charge,

and give to every one his portion in due season

:

enable them rightly to divide thy word, and speak as

they ought to speak, that they may be useful in their

generation, and approve themselves to thee as work-

men that need not to be ashamed. Make them skilful

and faithful in their sacred callings: and in all their

endeavours to promote the knowledge and love of

thy truth, O give them good success. And let both

their example and their doctrine be such, as shall

help to save themselves and those that hear them. O
that they may speak as the oracles of God, in demon-
stration of the Spirit and of power ; and that they

may show themselves patterns of all the good things

which they preach to others; not prostituting their

holy calling to serve the interests and lusts of men

;

but conscientiously discharging it, to the glory of

their Lord I Let them not walk in craftiness nor

handle the word of God deceitfully ; but by manifes-

tation of the truth, may they commend themselves

to every man's conscience, in the sight of God. Let

them be such ensamples to the flock, that having

preached to others, they themselves may not be cast-

aways, but may experience the joy of that salvation

which they preach ! and when the chief Shepherd
shall appear, may they be counted worthy to receive

the crown of glory that fadeth not away.
Though the world hates, and the devil opposes

them ; and even many that should encourage their

labours, do but strive to weaken their hands and

afflict their hearts ; O great and good Lord, do thou

show thine own strength to accomplish thine own
work. Open a wide door to the gospel ; and defeat

all opposition. Stop the mouths of false prophets

;
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and drive away ravenous wolves from the flock ; and

give them faithful pastors after thine own heart.

And Lord, crown the endeavours of thy i.iessengers

with thy heavenly blessing ; that they may be mighty
through God, to pull down the strong holds of sin

;

and to edify and build up thy church in the true fear

and love of God, and in the right knowledge and
faith of our Lord Jesus Christ. And because wise

men die and cannot bequeath their learning and
talents unto others, do thou interpose to supply the

breaches made upon us by their mortality. Bless all

the schools and seminaries of good learning and true

religion in the land ; that they may send forth men
able and fit to serve thee in church and state ; who
may successively do good in their generations, and
show thy people the way of happiness and salvation.

A Prayer for a Blessing upon the Means for promot-
ing Reformation of Manners and Conduct.

O RIGHTEOUS Lord, thou lovest righteousness;

and thy countenance doth behold the upright. Thou
favourest them that espouse thy righteous cause

;

and wilt for ever glorify such us turn many to

righteousness. Thou hast commanded us not only

to be holy, and to walk circumspectly ourselves ; but

also to show our concern for the souls of others.

Thou hast appointed us to contend for thy most holy
faith

; yea. to contend also with the wicked, and not to

suffer sin upon our brother. Thou hast enjoined us,

at the peril of our own souls, to use our utmost
endeavours to convert sinners from the error of their

ways; and to recover out of the snare of the devil

those who have been taken captive by him at his will.
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Help, Lord ; for the godly man ceaseth, and the

faithful fail from among the children of men.
Wherever we turn our eyes, how many are there

who seek their own things, and how few who seek

the things that are Jesus Christ's I Arise, O God,
and plead thine own cause ; and be with them that

rise up against the evil doers ; and that strive, by
executing judgment, to stay the plague and wrath that

are gone out from the Lord against us. Plead their

cause, O Lord, with them that strive with them, and
stand up for their help ; and stop the way against

them that persecute them : and make them successful

in promoting the honour of thy great name, and the

interests of thy holy religion.

O that none of the correctors of others may deserve

like censure themselves ; but that they all may be

blameless and harmless, the sons of God without

rebuke in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation,

among whom they should shine as lights in the

world. O give them a tender love to the souls of

men, a zeal according to knowledge, and prudence

to walk in wisdom towards them that are without.

And give them courage to endure the contradiction

of sinners : let them account it a small thing to be

judged of man's judgment : and help them in patience

to possess their souls, and in meekness to instruct

those that oppose themselves. Make the weapons
of their warfare mighty through God, to the pulling

down of strong holds. And so speed them with thy

heavenly blessing, that, how small soever their begin-

ning was, their latter end may greatly increase. O
let them go forth in thy strength, and prevail and
prosper, as the blessed of the Lord.

Though we live in an age when iniquity abounds,

and almost all abominations are shamefully commit-

ted, yet thou, Lord, who dost marvellous things,
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canst bring light out of darkness; and when thou
pleasest canst change the face of evil tinaes. Yea,
thou hast taught us to expect glorious things in the

latter day, even such a holy and happy state of things

as this wretched sinful world has never yet enjoyed.

O when shall it be, Lord, that judgment shall

return unto righteousness, and that all the upright
in heart follow it ? O when shall the wickedness of

the wicked conne to an end; and prophaneness and.

lewdness, intemperance and extravagance be put to

confusion? when shall iniquity stop her mouth, and
the righteous flourish, and Jerusalem be the joy and
praise of the whole earth ?

The Lord hasten it in his time ! In the mean
while, speak, O Lord, from heaven, and restrain the

floods of ungodliness that have lifted up their voice

and their waves ; and say to those proud waters,

hitherto shall ye go, and no farther.

O cherish and prosper all good beginnings, and
all hopeful proceedings, for the furtherance of piety,

and for the advancement of thy glory. Make magis-
trates and ministers, and all orders of men, vigilant

in keeping their own hearts, and ordering their own
conversation aright, that they may more successfully

promote the edilication of their neighbours. Make
them all to account it, not only their duty, but their

honour and pleasure, to advance this blessed work

:

make them to do it heartily, as to the Lord ; to the

reforming of the world, and to the rejoicing of all

that love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity. A^/ien.

A Prayer in Time of War.

O Lord, the great and dreadful God ! against

thee we have so greatly sinned, that thou mayest
justly use our enemies as a scourge to correct us;

20^
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and if thou shouldst give us over to their power, it

is meet that we should patiently bear thine indigna-

tion. But, however thou mayest be pleased to

express thine anger against us, O let us not fall into

their hands whose very mercies are cruel. Arise, O
God, let not man prevail; nor those that hate us

swallow us up : but scatter them by thy power, and
bring them down, O Lord, our defender. Thou that

makest the wrath of man to praise thee, bring

glory to thyself, even from the fury of our enemies

:

yea, restrain the remainder of their wrath ; and put

a stop to the effusion of blood ; that wars may cease,

and our land have rest ; and thy people be blessed

with peace. Our eyes are upon thee, our great

Saviour and mighty Deliverer, to give us help from
trouble, for vain is the help of man. In times ot

danger, O be thou our shield and buckler. And
when our sins lay us open to the malice of ene-

mies, gracious God, be thou our hiding-place, to

preserve us from the judgments we deserve. O for

thy truth's sake, for thy church's sake, for thy beloved

Son, our blessed Saviour's sake, spare us, good Lord,

and give us not up a reproach to our enemies, nor

let them ever have cause to rejoice in our ruin.

O go forth with our armies, thou Almighty Lord of

hosts; and bless and prosper both our land and naval

forces. And that we may not be in rebellion against

heaven, while others are w^arring against us, O save

us from our provoking sins; and so djrect our ways
to please thee, that thou mayest make even our
enemies to be at peace with us. Purge the camp of

every cursed thing which would incapacitate them
for standing before their enemies: and turn them
from all the provocations which weaken our hopes of

receiving good by their hands. Cover thou their

heads in the day of battle; and preserve them in the
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time of danger. O let them be as the sun when it

gocth forth in its strength : let them return with
safety, honour, and victory; and bless them, O God,
with good success. O hear the prayers and cries of

thy servants, who stand in the gap, interceding in the

anguish of their souls for this sinful nation, which has
so long abused thy mercy : spare us, good Lord, and
save us by the kind hand of thine omnipotence ; let

us be plucked as a brand out of the fire: that we
may see the good of thy chosen, and rejoice in the

gladness of thy nation, and glory with thine inherit-

ance : vouchsafe it to us, we beseech thee, according

to the riches of thy grace and goodness in Christ

Jesus our Lord. Amen.

A Pi'ayer in public Commotions and Distractions,

Almighty Lord, the righteous God ! thy judgments
are in all the earth : and it is no wonder that a world
which has so trampled on the laws, should experience

thy heavy displeasure. Behold, O Lord, we hear of

wars and rumours of wars, that the sword is making
havock among the nations. And though we have
hitherto been kept from such wasting calamities as

have swept away multitudes of our brethren; yet
thou, for our sins, hast now visited the nation, and
made it tremble. O heal the breaches of it, for it

shaketh. We have no sanctuary to flee unto, but
that mercy of thine which we have so often abused;
nor any help from trouble, but what we seek at thy
hands, who, for our sins, art justly displeased. O
thou that waitest to be gracious, and whose mercy
endureth for ever, have compassion on us, and save
us. Spare us, good Lord : spare thy people, whom
thou hast redeemed with thy precious blood, and
distinguished with thy peculiar favour. Turn us
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again, Lord God of hosts ; cause thy face to shine,

and we shall be saved. O make a way for us to

escape out of those fears and dangers wherein our

sins have involved us; that peace may be restored

to us, and the gospel of peace be continued to us and
our posterity, as long as the world endures. O that

we may learn righteousness by thy judgments, and
not dare to go on in our trespasses and rebellions

against thee, when thou hast a controversy with us,

and art making inquisition for blood! but let us so

turn to thee, in the way of our duty, that thou mayest
turn to us in a way of saving mercy. And, seeing

that this is not our rest, and that little but alarms and
commotions are to be expected in this tumultous

world, O that we may have our eyes continually

lifted up to thee, from whom cometh our help : and
lay up our treasure in that kingdom which cannot

be moved ! Make us to choose that good part which
shall not be taken away from us ; that so we may
have comfort in our life, and hope in our death, even
the hope of that eternal life, which is thy promise

and gift, O blessed God, through Jesus Christ.

Amen.

A Prayer in Time of Pestilence.

O Lord God, the giver of our health, which is

the blessing that sweetens all the other blessings of

our lives ; it is only of thy mercy that we have any
measure of health continued to us. And, how
just were it with thee, utterly to take away from us
that health, which we have so greatly abused to'

a

forgetfulness of thee, and to wantonness against

thee ! How justly mightest thou smite us with the

most sharp and noisome diseases, and hurry us out

of the land of the living, by signal and desolating
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judgments ! Our flesh trembles for fear of thee, and
we are afraid of thy judgments; lest thou shouldst

pierce us with the arrows of the Almighty, and
sweep us away with the besom of destruction. But,

thou hope of Israel, the Saviour thereof in time

of trouble, regard not our ill deserts ; but rem.ember

thy own tender mercies and gracious promises : and
have pity on us ; and turn away this plague from us.

Put a stop to the raging infection, and say to the

destroying angel, it is enough : that we may no
longer be afraid of the terror by night, or of the

arrow that flieth by day, or of the pestilence that

walketh in darkness, or of the destruction that wast-

eth at noon-day ; but may, with ease in our minds
and gladness in our hearts, serve thee, the only true

God, and devote to thee the life and health which
thou hast spared. hear us in this hour of our

necessity, and let our cry come unto thee, through

the merits and intercession of thy dear Son, our

most compassionate and prevailing Mediator, Jesus

Christ. Amen.

A Prayer for Rain.
We confess, O Lord, that we have so greatly

abused the comforts of thy good creatures, that thou

mightest justly withdraw them from us, and make
the heavens over us as brass, and the land itself to

mourn, and all that grows upon it to wither. But,

O thou Father of mercies, who in judgment remem-
berest mercy, consult not now our merits, but thy own
mercies. Thou that hast the treasures of heaven at

thy command, be pleased now to open the windows
of heaven, and cause the rain to come down in its

season ; making grass to grow for the cattle, and
herbs and fruits for the service of men. And how-
ever thou art pleased to deal with us, O suppress all
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our repinings at any of thy dispensations ; and let

them all be sanctified unto us : that we may be pre-

pared to receive the mercies which we want, or to

wait thy time for them with meekness and resigna-

tion. We ask it for the sake of Jesus Christ our

Saviour. Amen.

A Prayer for Fair Weather.

Lord, if thou shouldst turn our fruitful land into

barrenness for the wickedness of them that dwell

therein, thou wouldst be righteous ; and just would
be thy judgments. We could not open our mouths
to reply against thee, but must bear the indignation

of the Lord which our sins have so much deserved.

But, O Father of mercies, spare us and forgive us,

for thy own mercy's sake, and put a stop to the

calamity that threatens destruction to the work of thy

hands. Let not the rain, which is thy blessing, be

turned into a curse. Put a stop to the overflowing

showers, which injure the fruits of the earth, and

endanger the loss of our blessings. And as thou

hast given us plenty, and caused our land to yield

its increase, so give us, we pray thee, a seasonable

time to gather in the fruits which thy bounty has

provided for us ; that in the use of them, we may
loyfully serve thee, and live to thy glory, as we do

upon thy bounty. And when thy judgments are in

the land, that we who inhabit it may learn right-

eousness ! Nor let our concern be so great for our

bodies as for our souls, that however we fare here,

it may go well with us for ever. O let us not labour

for the meat that perisheth, so much as for that which
endures to everlasting life; which thou hast promised

to give, and which, above all, we beg at thy hands,

O Lord God our Father, for the sake of Jesus Christ

our only Saviour. Amen.
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In Time of Famine.

Lord most high, the Creator of every comfort

!

thou hast long dealt out thy blessings to us with a

plentiful hand ; and we have freely enjoyed all the

abundance of good things which thou hast heaped
upon us. But when thou hast fed us to the full,

how have we kicked against our blessed Owner and

most bountiful Benefactor ! how have we abused the

provisions for our bodies in pampering the lusts that

war against our souls ! Most righteous, therefore, we
confess, would be thy judgments, Lord, if thou

shouldst stretch out upon us the line of confusion,

and the stones of emptiness ; and break the staff of

our bread ; and curse us in all our store, and in all

the endeavours of our hands to help ourselves.

But, O thou blessed Father of mercies ! in mercy
avert from us the hunger, and thirst, and nakedness,

and want of all things, which is the due desert of our

sins. Let not the husbandman be ashamed, sowing
much and gathering little : let not the land mourn,
and all the inhabitants, with the beasts of the fields,

and the fowls of heaven : but humble us, Lord,

for all our abuse of thy past mercies; and deliver

us from those sins which have turned our land into

barrenness. Be pleased to command a blessing upon
us; and abundantly to bless our provision, and to

satisfy our poor with bread : and give us fruitful

seasons, filling our hearts wnth food and gladness

;

that we may see thy hand, and praise thy power, and
adore thy mercy and bounty, and in the strength and
refreshment of our restored comforts, may joyfully

devote ourselves to thy holy service, all the days of

our lives. Amen.
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Devout Application to the Lord in Ti/ne of great

Thunder, or some terrible Tempest.

O Lord God, most high and Almighty! who
h^okest upon the earth, and it trembles ; and touchesl

the mountains, and they smoke ; how wonderful art

thou in thy works, and terrible in thy doings ! Thou
hast all the creatures at thy command, and employest

them, when thou wilt, as the executioners of thy

wrath ; even the devouring fire and stormy winds,

ungovernable as they appear to us, do yet fulfil thy

will. In these astonishing flames, these roaring

noises, and dreadful commotions, thou showest the

power of thy hand, which no creature is able to

resist. When thou, God of glory, thunderest, and
causest thy voice to be heard from heaven, thou

makest us to know the terrors of the Lord ; and
how fearful a thing it is to fall into the hands of the

living God. And we must own it, Lord, to be only

of thy mercies that we are not consumed, even
because thy compassions fail not. O let these thy

compassions now be extended to us, and showered
upon us. And in tender mercy cause the threaten-

ing destruction to pass over us.

O despise not the prayers of thy poor creatures,

crying to thee in their extreme distress : but now
and evermore vouchsafe to hear us, O Christ ; gra-

ciously hear us, Christ
;

graciously hear us, O
Lord Christ. And let us not only find mercy from
thee now, but more especially in that great day of

the Lord, wherein the heavens being on fire, shall

be dissolved ; and the elements shall melt with fer-

vent heat; and the earth, with all its works, shall

be burnt up. O Lord of all mercy, save us now
from our sins ; for it is our sins that make us afraid *

and fearfulness surprises us, because we have been
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false in thy covenant, and rebellious against thy

word, and have provoked the Holy One of Israel to

anger. O forgive us all the guilt which we have
contracted, and which fills us with fearful expecta-

tion of thy wrath and fiery indignation. And let

the all-sufficient merits of our Redeemer's death,

that death which made the earth to quake and the

rocks to rend, atone for every wickedness, whereby
we have offended thy divine Majesty.

And that we may not only be filled with awe at

present, whilst thou art shaking thy rod over us, but

be awakened permanently from all carnal security,

all hardness of heart, and forgetfulness of thee our

God, who art a consuming fire. And let the fear

of thy judgments humble us : let thy terrors soften

our hearts, and leave such deep and lasting impres-

sions on our minds, that we may never disregard the

works of the Lord, nor the operation of his hands

;

but with all awfulness revere and adore thee, the

supreme Ruler of all the world. O Lord, our

Governor, keep us in thy fear, not only through this

day, but to the latest hour of our lives. Keep us

from every thing that may provoke the eyes of thy

glory ; and enable us to walk before thee in such a

humble, godly, circumspect manner, that thy name
may be glorified in us, and that we may be glorified

in and with thee for evermore. Amen.

In Time of any sore and grievous Calamity.

MOST high and glorious Lord God, thou Su-

preme Governor of the universe, how unsearchable

are thy judgments, and thy ways past finding out

!

Thy path is in the great deep, and thy footsteps are

not known. Clouds and darkness are round about

thee, yet righteousness and judgment are at all timen

21
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the basis of thy throne. Thou canst never do injury

to any ; but art righteous in all thy ways, and holy

in all thy works. Who would not stand in awe of

thy glorious majesty, O Lord? Thou canst consume
us by thine own immediate stroke, or arm any of thy

creatures in heaven or earth against us. Thou canst

make the vilest of them the executioners of thy just

indignation; or turn the very things wherein we
have offended into the instruments of our punish-

ment. Thou canst plague us even in our comforts

;

making the choicest blessings of our lives to become
the heaviest of our crosses, and the keenest of our

torments. Thou canst, in a moment, take away life

from us, or make it less desirable to us than death

itself.

We fall down and kneel before the Lord our

Maker in humble submission to thy correction, ac-

knowledging the heavy desert of our sins, and the

perfect justice of thy judgments. Humble us, O
good Lord, under thy hand : and forgive the iniqui-

ties that have provoked thee so to stretch it out

against us. Thou that takest away the sins of the

world, have mercy upon us, and turn us from our

sins ; and deliver us from evil, and take away thy

plagues from us. O let thy boundless compassion
cover the multitude of our transgressions : remember
thy poor unworthy creatures in mercy : relieve and
help us in our need and distress : and save and free

us from our fears and dangers, and from our griefs

and pressures that we may comfortably spend our

few remaining days, and glorify thy name for ever

more. Amen.
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A Prayer for our Benefactors.

I DESIRE, with all thankfulness, to acknowledge

thy loving-kiudness, O Lord, my God ; that thou hast

given me so many comforts, and raised me up so

many friends and helps in the world. It is thou.

Lord, who hast the hearts of all in thy hands, that

turnest the hearts of any to show me favour, and to

do me good. They are but the instruments and
means of conveyance ; but thou art the blessed au-

thor and source of all the kindness. To thee, there-

fore, where alone it is due, I give the glory, and offer

the sacrifice of praise. But for them, whom thou

hast enabled, and inclined to benefit me, I am bound
in duty to offer up the sacrifice of my prayers. O
be thou kind to them. Lord, as they have been kind

to me : refresh their bowels, as they have refreshed

mine; and requite their love, and all their endearing

offices of friendship, sevenfold into their bosoms;

make me studious ever to approve myself grateful,

and ready to make all suitable returns in my power.

And be thou pleased, O blessed God, to reward them
in a better way than I can do, and to turn all the

advantages I have received from them, to their own
best and greatest advantage. And for all their good-

ness and their kind favours to me, give them, O
Lord, not only temporal, but spiritual blessings, and
everlasting consolations. O give them that unspeak-

ably rich gift, the knowledge of thy dear Son, and
all the good things of thy Spirit that accompany
salvation

;
yea, give them thine own self, O Lord,

who art all in all, to be their blessed, their glorious

portion for evermore. Amen.
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A Prayer for our pious Friends

»

Glory be to thee, O Lord, for thy grace, disco-

vered upon any of my friends. O how great is thy

goodness, which thou hast laid up for them that fear

thee, which thou hast wrought for them that trust

in thee, before the sons of men ! Save thy people,

and bless thine inheritance : feed them also, and lift

them up for ever. Let none that wait on thee,

Lord, be ashamed; but let all that seek thee, rejoice

and be glad in thee, and ever have cause to say, the

Lord be magnified, who has pleasure in the pros-

perity of his servants. do good to them that are

good ; and to them that are upright in their heart.

And continue thy loving-kindness. Lord, to all those

who have chosen the better part, and who desire to

know, and love thee more, and to serve and please

thee better. O answer them in the wishes of their

hearts, whose hearts thou knowest to be set upon the

increase of thy grace, and the perfecting of holiness

in thy fear. Lead them on from strength to strength,

from one degree of saving knowledge and grace to

another ; till, from shining here as lights in the

world, they come to shine as the stars, and as the

brightness of the firmament, in the kingdom of their

Father, for ever and ever. And while they are in

the world, O do thou keep them, good Lord, from

the evil of it ; and prosper all their endeavours to do

good in it ; that all about them may be the better for

them ; and that themselves, when come to the end
of their pilgrimage here, may depart in peace, and
hope, and joy ; and find their grace exchanged for a

crown of glory, that fadeth not away. Amen.
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A Prayer for our Friend, whose Soul ice fear to he

^ in a dangerous Condition.

Lord ! it was from a deep concern for the souls

of men, that thy holy apostle declared, he had great

heaviness and continual sorrow in his heart, and
could wish himself accursed from Christ for his

brethren, his kinsmen according to the flesh. Such
a concern, though far inferior in degree, I feel in

myself, with reference to some of my relations

;

especially my poor friend , who seems to

be even in the gall of bitterness, and the bond of

iniquity ; setting himself in a way that is far from
good : and lying under the most imminent danger
of eternal misery. O what shall I do for him ? and
how shall I apply myself to be helpful to him ? I

would be taught of God : and I desire to learn wis-

dom of thee, my Lord, and to be enabled, by thy

grace, to use the methods and expedients that shall

be most successful to work upon him, and to do him
good. instruct me in the way that I shall take

;

and assist and bless me in the means and endeavours

I shall use, to attain this desirable end.

Yea, thou great Almighty God, who workest all in

all, and canst do whatever thou pleasest to enlighten

the darkest minds, to soften the hardest hearts, to

conquer the most stubborn will, and to turn even the

most hopeless sinners to thyself: be thou pleased

to show the almighty efficacy of thy grace, in the

case that is so deplorable, and so worthy of thyself

to relieve. Be pleased, Lord, to break in power-
fully upon him, and discover to him what is amiss

with his soul ; and make him to know in what an
aw^ful condition he stands. Open, Lord, his eyes, and
renew his heart, and turn his course, and break the

force of his temptations; and make a way for him
21=^
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to escape out of the hands of his great adversary.

Let his dead soul hear the voice of the Son of God;
and live. Let him be awakened from his presump-

tuous security, and though far gone, be yet recovered.

Let the lost sheep be brought home : yea, make him
so to repent and be converted, that his sins may be

blotted out, and his soul be thoroughly healed, and
mercifully accepted, and eternally saved.

O gracious God ! thou hast no pleasure in the

death of the wicked, but art reconcileable, in the Son
of thy love, to the very worst of thy enemies ; and
not willing that any should perish. O what profit

is there in his blood! How shall the dead and damned
praise thee ? Lord of all power and mercy, get thy-

self glory in his recovery. O speak thy word, and
thy sinful creature shall live, and for ever bless thy

name. Dear Father, forgive him all the evil thoughts

and devices of his heart, and all the offensive wicked
carriage of his life. Forgive him all his sins of

omission and commission ; and bring him at last,

with full purpose of heart, to resign and devote

himself to the Lord. And make him so diligent and
conscientious in all the practices of piety, and charity,

and sobriety, that he may approve himself to be truly

changed, and show in the whole of his conduct what
manner of person he ought to be in all holy conver-

sation and godliness.

O grant him an inheritance among them that are

sanctified through faith in Christ Jesus : and send
down that renewing grace into his heart, which' may
be there as a well of water springing up to everlasting

life. Thus comfort and rejoice the soul of thy ser-

vant, O Lord, who waits upon thee. Let me not

implore thy help in vain ; but hear my feeble inter-

cessions for my poor perishing friend ; and grant him
mercy for thine own mercy's sake, in the great Love*
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and Saviour of souls, who came to seek the lost, and
to call sinners to repentance, even thy dearly beloved

Sod, our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Ameii.

A Prayer for our Children.

Behold, Lord, the children which thou hast

graciously vouchsafed to give me, I humbly dedicate

and devote to thee. that :hey may know thee,

and be owned by thee as thy children, every one of

them, from the greatest to the least. Pour out thy

spirit upon my seed, and thy blessing upon my
offspring. Make them, Lord, thy children by adop-

tion and spiritual regeneration. take possession

of their hearts : and enrich them now, even in their

early years, with thy heavenly grace. And teach

those w^hose office it is to instruct them, how to guide

them aright ; that they may be brought up in the

nurture and admonition of the Lord, and trained up
in the way that they should go. I have helped to

bring them into the world, children of wrath : that

thou wouldst make me instrumental to bring them
into thy church, as children of grace. Lord have
mercy upon them, and speak life to their souls ; and

whatsoever else they want, O let them not want thy

grace, and the portion of thy children. My God'
be thou a gracious Father to them, and a merciful

Provider for them in all estates and events of their

lives. Dispose of them and whatever concerns them,

in such a manner as may most tend to thy glory, and

to their salvation.

Shouldst thou see fit to take them from hence

before me, O prepare them for thy presence ; and

make me willing to resign them to thee. Or if thou

remove me from them, my Lord, take them up,

and be thou a Father to them, when I am gone. O
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keep them from the evil of this world; and conduct

them through it in safety to a better. Take thou

eare even of their temporal concerns, and choose

their inheritance for them: and let all good things

be added unto them in this present life : but espe-

cially, my God, take care of their souls ; and give

them the blessed treasure in heaven ; that when they

shall be deprived of all things here below, they may
be taken into thy glorious kingdom above; there to

live with thee, and all the heavenly host, world
without end. Amen.

A Prayer for our Parents.

O Lord God, my heavenly Father, I here pros-

trate myself before thee, to beg thy blessing, grace,

and mercy, upon my earthly parents. Cast them not

away in the time of their old age ; forsake them not

when their strength fails them ; but have compassion,

Lord, on their infirmities, and help them in all their

weakness. O remember not against them any ot

their former iniquities ; but according to thy mercy
remember them, for thy goodness sake in Christ

Jesus. O that the true wisdom may be in them,

and abundant grace npon them ; that their hoary
heads may be found in the way of righteousness, and
their souls be ever precious in thy sight. Let good-
ness and mercy follow them all the days of their

life. Let their last days be their best days ; and the

longer they live in this world, make them the fitter

to die, and to dwell with thy blessed self, in life

everlasting. O be thou their guide until death, and
in death their support and comfort; and, when heart

and flesh, and all here shall fail them, O do thou
never fail them ; but be the strength of their hearts,

and their portion for evermore. Amen.
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A Prayer for our Enemies.

O Lord of Love, and Prince of Peace ; who hast

told us, that thou earnest to send a sword and fire

upon earth, and that through much tribulation we
must enter into thy kingdom ; what am I, vile sinful

creature, that I should hope to be exempted from the

common portion of all thy followers ? If I have raised

up enemies to myself by my own misconduct. Lord,

incline and enable me to appease and gain them : and
so direct my ways to please thee, that my enemies
may be constrained to be at peace with me. As for

such as are my enemies wrongfully. Lord, lay not

this sin to their charge : but forgive them ; and open
their eyes ; and pacify their minds ; and turn their

hearts, that they may see their error ; and, being first

reconciled unto thee, may learn to dwell with their

brethren in unity and godly love. If, while I study,

as much as lielh in me, to live peaceably with them,

they still render evil for good, enable me to requite

them wqth nothing but good ; and evermore to love

my enemies, according to thy command, and accord-

ing to that example which thou hast showed us in

dying for thine enemies. Let me, in all that I suffer

from them, consider them as thy rod, and the staff of

thine indignation : that instead of striving to avenge
myself, t may humbly submit to thy fatherly cor-

rections.

good Lord ! mortify in all of us the carnal mind,
that is enmity against God, and those lusts that war
in our members, from whence come wars and fight-

ings amongst us. Turn all our enmity against the

common enemies of our souls. And unite all our

hearts to thee, in thy true fear and love ; that we may
not meditate revenge, but study to be quiet ; nor

foment and pursue our quarrels, but follow after the
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things that make for peace ; and with one mind, and

one mouth, glorify our God, through Jesus Christ.

Ame7i.

A Prayer for the Unconverted.

Lord God, gracious and merciful ! thou art good
to all ; and thy tender mercies are over all thy works.

And thou hast assured us, that thou hast no pleasure

in the death of the wicked; but that he should turn

from his way and live. Yea, thou that didst convert

Zaccheus the publican, and Saul the persecutor, hast

power over all hearts to fashion them as thou wilt;

and canst, even out of stones, raise up children to

Abraham ! and make eminent saints out of the very

vilest sinners. O Father of mercies ! have pity on

those who have no pity on themselves : open their

eyes to see the error of their ways and the danger

of their state. Soften their hearts into a penitent

concernment for their sins ; and awaken them to a

timely care for their souls. O let thy Spirit convince

them what is the wages of sin, and how dreadful is

the portion of ungodly men : and make them to know
where their help lies, and what they must do to be

saved. And the Lord make them faithful to their

convictions; that they may not hold the truth in

unrighteousness, but may quickly do what they

are convinced is necessary to be done for their souls

before it be too late.

O merciful God, give to such as have opposed

themselves repentance to the acknowledgment ot

the truth: and recover out of the snare of the devil,

those who have been taken captive by him at his will.

Let thy mercy be glorified in their conversion and
salvation, and not thy justice in their abandonment
and destruction.
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Behold, Lord, how many there are, who contra-

dict and blaspheme thy truth, and hate and abuse the

followers of Jesus, and not only resist the means
used for their salvation, but turn again and rend thy

servants, who seek their welfare ; O God, our heaven-

ly Father, forgive them ; for they know not what they

do. Let them no longer stumble at thy word ; but

do thou stop and turn them, as thou didst the perse-

cuting Saul, when he was mad against the saints.

and verily thought with himself, that he ought to do

many things contrary to the name of Jesus. Put
them in fear, O Lord, that they may know themselves

to be but chaff and stubble before thee, who art a
consuming fire. And bring down their high looks,

subdue their stiff necks, and break their hardened
hearts, that they may submit themselves to thee,

before thou hast sworn that they shall never enter

into thy rest.

And such as think they are rich, and increased

with goods, and have need of nothing, and know not

that they are wretched, and miserable, and poor, and
blind, and naked, O Lord, discover them to them-

selves, and show them the periloiis condition of their

souls ; that they may be truly penitent for their sins,

and thoroughly concerned to fiee from the wrath to

come.

Such as are ignorant and out of the way, and to

do good unto their souls have no knowledge, Lord,

have compassion on them ; and call them out of

darkness into thy marvellous light; that they may
not perish for lack of knowledge. O let them be

taught of God to know thee and themselves, and the

things belonging to their peace, before they be hid

from their eyes. thou that commandest the light

to shine out of darkness, be pleased to shine into their

hearts : show them thy ways, and lead them in thy
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truth; that they may not be unwise, but understand

what the will of the Lord is.

Such as are in pernicious errors, and damnable
heresies, departed from the faith once delivered to the

saints ; having their minds corrupted from the sim-

plicity that is in Christ; perverting- the truth, as it is

in Jesus ; and not only swerving from the pure

doctrine of the gospel themselves, but also lying in

wait to seduce and deceive others; O Father ol

lights, take away the vail which is upon their hearts

,

that they may see wherein they have erred, and
come to receive the truth in the love of it, and ear-

nestly contend for the faith, which they once de-

stroyed.

The prosperous worldlings and secure sinners, who
are at ease in their possessions, and admire and dote

upon their worldly good, as if it were the chief and
only good, applauding themselves in their portion

that they have in this life, as if they had no need of

God, or of heaven ; dear Father ! show them how
base is their choice, so to depart from the Lord ; and

how sandy the foundation on which at present tliey

stand. O make them to know, that the friendship of

the world is enmity with God ; and that all this world

can neither satisfy the desire, nor compensate for the

loss, of an immortal soul. Yea, open their eyes, O
Lord, to see how the fashion of this world passeth

away : and how soon all that, wherein they trust and
delight, will be utterly gone, as if it had never been.

Show them what multitudes, by forsaking God and
cleaving unto Mammon, miscarry, and are lost for

ever; drowned in that destruction and perdition,

from whence there is no redemption. Discover to

them whatever may damp their ardour in the pursuit

of this w^orld ; that they may learn to flee from its

snares, as for the life of their souls ; and so leave al.
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for Christ, that they may not be condemned with the

world, but be saved in the great day of the Lord

Jesus.

And such as are loose, and profane, and scanda-

lous in their lives, rebelling against heaven, and

committing all uncleanness with greediness, scoffing

at the followers of Jesus, and deriding all that is

serious and holy, refusing to be ashamed, and hating

to be reformed, how dangerous and desperate soever

their case may be ; Lord our God, interpose with

thine almighty power to rescue them from destruction,

and to pluck them as brands out of the fire. They
are not past thy help and cure ; for thou callest those

things that are not, as if they were : and canst cbange

the leopard's spots, and the Ethiopian's skin ; and

canst bring, not only something out of nothing, but

the greatest good even out of the worst evil. O !

where sin has abounded, let thy grace much more

abound. Lord God Almighty, make bare thine arm,

and let signs and wonders be done in the name of

thy holy child Jesus. Work effectually, we pray

thee, to heal the diseases of their souls ; ma'ke them
sensible of their guilt and misery; that, as prodigals

coming to themselves, they may arise and go to their

Father, and, from being dead, become alive again

;

from being lost, may be found. O make them yet to

turn so thoroughly from their evil ways, that they

may come to see the beauties of holiness, and delight

to do thy blessed will, O God, and obtain an inherit-

ance among them that are sanctified, through faith

in Christ Jesus. Ainen.

A Prayer for Insensible Sinners.

I

O Lord, the great Almighty God, who quickenest

the dead, and callest those things that are not, as if

22
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they were ! there is nothing- impossible with thee

:

but the things that resist all the skill and power of

man, are, with the greatest facility, brought to pass

by thine almighty arm. Thou, the living God, canst

speak life to souls that are dead in trespasses and
sins ; and canst make even such as lie in the grave

of their habitual corruptions, to hear the voice of the

Son of God, and live. It is the great work of thy

eternal Spirit, Lord, to convince the world of sin:

and to make inconsiderate, careless sinners to know
themselves, and be concerned as they ought about

the welfare of their souls. O that these poor insen-

sible creatures, who have sinned till their consciences

are seared and past feeling, may find mercy from the

Lord, and may yet come to feel in themselves the

irresistible power of thy grace ! that thou wouldest

open their eyes to see their case : and soften their

hearts, to bewail their sins; and turn their course,

that they may fiee from the wrath to come ! Blessed

Lord, awaken them with thy terrors, before they be

overtaken by thy judgments ! break in upon their

souls by thy mighty convictions, to bring them into

bitterness for their sins ; and let thy quick and power-

ful word pierce their hearts, to make them inquire in

earnest what they must do to be saved.

that they did but apprehend their case, and know
their transgressions I that, instead of continuing

unconcerned, as if nothing were amiss with them,

and indulging themselves in pleasures, as if they

were in the happiest condition, they were struck

down into the deepest heaviness and consternation,

refusing to be comforted ! O that they might go

mourning all the day long, yea, even weep for the

disquietness of their hearts ! God of all grace

!

be thou pleased in mercy to show such seeming
severity ; to write bitter things against them, and
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make them confess their former iniquities : make
them to feel now the weight of all their sins, that

they may not feel it eternally, when past a remedy.
Direct and empower thy messengers, O Lord, to

speak to the convictions of their minds : enable them
to cry aloud, and not spare, and to show thy rebellious

creatures their transgressions and their sins. Yea,
make thy word in the mouth of thy servants as fire,

to inflame and rouse the consciences of such drowsy
sinners, that they may come to perceive what a lost

condition they are in ; and be restless in themselves,

till, coming unto Christ, they find rest unto their souls.

O thou Almighty God ! do marvellous things, worthy
of thyself, in taking away that which blinds the

minds and hardens the hearts of such stupid crea-

tures ; and bring them out of the worst lethargy and
deadne^ ; that they may understand themselves, and
seek after God, and follow the things which make for

their peace, through cur Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

A Prayer for all that desire our Prayers.

Lord God of the spirits of all flesh ! thy word
requires us to pray for others, as well as for our-

selves ; and to call upon thee as our common Father in

Christ Jesus. And though I am unworthy to address

thy heavenly Majesty either for myself or others, yet,

in the hope of thy mercy, and under a sense of my
duty, I take upon me to become a humble petitioner

to thee, my Lord, in behalf of all such as desire to

be partakers of my prayers. O that all of them
might share in thy rich mercies, according to their

several wants and necessities ! They are known to

thee by name ; O let them be known of thee in the

number of thy children. Thou knowest what they

most need and chiefly desire : thou gracious Givej
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of all good, answer them in the desires of theit

hearts, as far as they desire the things that are right

and good. And where they desire what is unfitting

and hurtful, convince them of their error, that they

may not persist in it : and, where they see not the

things of their peace, or are indifferent towards that

which is most for their good, Lord, show them the

saving way, and grant them an unfeigned love for it,

and true zeal to follow it. Bless them, gracious

Father, with so much of the world's good as thou

knowest to be good for them : but especially remem-
ber them with the favour which thou bearest to thy

people. Instruct them, Lord, in the knowledge of thy

will; and show them what they must do to be saved.

And make them faithful to practise according to the

light which thou art pleased to give them : yea,

incline their hearts to take pleasure in the perform-

ance of their duty. Bless them, God of all grace,

with that favour of thine in which is life, and with

all spiritual blessings in heavenly things in Christ

Jesus. Amen.

A Prmjer for a Woman iii Travail.

Almighty Lord God, who bringest to the birth,

and givest strength to bring forth > show favour, we
beseech thee, to thy servant, in the time of her need
and distress ; and be not far from her, when trouble

is nigh to her, and lies sore and heavy upon her:

but let her experience thy help at hand, according to

the necessity of her case. mitigate her pangs,

and support her under the pain and pressure that are

so grievous to be borne. And grant her. Lord, a timely,

safe, and happy deliverance; and let her see ttie

fruit of her womb, with such comfort and joy, as may
make her forget her past anguish, and with a truly
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thankful heart g'ive glory to thee for all the rich

mercies vouchsafed unto her. But if, in thine un-
searchable wisdom, thou hast ordained otherwise,

and hast decreed that the event should not corre-

spond with the desires which we have presumed to

express before thee ; if thou hast willed that this

expected birth should prove an occasion of thine

handmaid's death ; hear us, good Lord, we most
earnestly beseech thee, for her precious soul. Let
that be safe in thy blessed hands : let it be fitted for

its appearance before thy tribunal : and let her expe-

rience that best of all deliverances, a deliverance

from all sin and misery, into the perfection of holiness,

and the fulness of joy ; there to live in thy love, and
to sing in thy praise for evermore. Ame^i.

A Prayer for a Sick Child.

O God of the spirits of all flesh, the only Giver

and Preserver of life : the smallest, as well as the

greatest, are thy work and thy care : though thou

art so great, yet thou despisest not any. dear

Lord, let thy thoughts be full of pity and tender

mercy to this poor sick child, for whose affliction

we are now concerned ; and send him that relief and

comfort from above which none of us are able to give.

Either lighten the load, or increase the strength to

bear it ; and deal gently and graciously with him,

good Lord, beyond what we are worthy to ask at thy

hands, even for thy own goodness and mercy's sake.

Spare him, O Father of mercies, and grant him ease,

and release him from his trouble: yea, make haste

to deliver him, we beseech thee: and, in submission

to thy will, we beg the recovery of his health, and
the continuance of his life, that he may do thee

service, and bring thee glory, in this present world
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But, forasmuch as children are shapen in iniquity,

and conceived in sin, and are therefore subject to

death, which reigns even over them that have not

sinned after the similitude of Adam's transgression

:

if thou art pleased, Lord, to take him away thus early,

O let it be in mercy : and prepare him for thyself; that

it may be to him the greatest gain to die ; that he may
not only be delivered from the miseries and dangers
of this world, and of that which is to come, but, by the

quickest improvement, may be perfected in knowledge
and grace ; and be made ripe and ready for heaven
and eternal glory. Hear us, O merciful God and
Father, through the merits and mediation of thy
beloved Son, our compassionate Saviour; who, in

infinite condescension, embraced and blessed young
children; and who ever lives at thy right hand, to

intercede for young and old; the only prevailing

Advocate for us all. And to thy mercy in him,
most gracious God, we commend this afflicted child,

beseeching thee to deal well by him, and be good and
kind to him ; and out of the riches of thy grace,

provide for him as thou seest best, in life and death,

and for evermore. Amen.

A Prayer for the Melancholy and Dejected.

MOST good and gracious Lord ! thou knowest
our frame, and art a God full of compassion, ready
at all times to pity and relieve thy servants under all

their troubles. Look down, we humbly pray thee,

with thy wonted pity, and remember, in tender mercy,
our disconsolate friend, who is even distracted in

suffering thy terrors. Behold, thy wrath lies hard
upon him, and all thy waves and billows" are gone
over him; so that his mind is grievously oppressed,

and he is altogether unfitted for the reoular and
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comfortable discharge of his duty. O thou that

speakest to the winds and waves, and they obey thee,

compose and settle his troubled breast ; speak peace

to his soul, that it may no longer be so disquieted

within him; and give him comfort and repose under
a sense of thy pardoning love. Lord, help his unbe-

lief, and increase his faith, that he may not be faithless,

but believing. Though he now walks in darkness,

and has no light, let him trust in the name of the

Lord, and stay upon his God. And in the multitude

of the thoughts and sorrows that he has in his heart,

let thy comforts come in to refresh his soul. Be
thou pleased. Lord, to ease him of the load that

lies upon his spirit : and cause the beams of thy

heavenly light to scatter all the clouds and darkness

in which his mind is involved. O direct to the

means most proper for his help : and so bless and
prosper them, that they may be efficacious to promote
ais recovery, and to raise him from this low estate.

Incline his ears to wholesome counsels ; and fashion

his heart to receive due impressions. O gracious

Father ! pity his frailties and forgive his sins ; and
heal him. Lord, both in soul and body; and so

rebuke his disorder, that his spirits may revive, and
his soul return unto its rest. raise him up, and
make him whole : yea, make haste, Lord, to deliver

him ; even for thy own m.ercy's sake in Jesus Christ,

our blessed Saviour and Redeemer. Amen.

A Prayer for the Troubled Soul.

God of the spirits of all flesh ! thou knowest
the grievous torment of a wounded spirit ; and hast

promised not to break the bruised reed, or quench the

smoking flax ; have pity, therefore, upon thy discon-

solate servant, whose spirit is sore broken, and over-
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whelmed within him ; relieve and heal him, thou

gracious God ; comfort him with thy peace, and show
unto his soul, that thou hast thoughts of love and
mercy towards him. blessed Jesus, who callest

to thee the labouring and heavy-laden sinners, and
promisest them rest for their souls, give some glimpse

of thy mercy, some faith in thy promises, to this poor

troubled soul, that is so cast down with a sense of his

sin, and with a fear of thy wrath. The sacrifices ot

God are a broken spirit ; a broken and a contrite heart,

O God, thou wilt not despise. hide not thy face

from thy servant; nor cast him away from thy

presence in displeasure; but speak peace to him,

and cause thy grace to shine upon him.

O God of consolation, be thou pleased to cheer

him up with the hope of pardon and acceptance with

thee ! give him a comfortable trust in thee : give him
the witness of thy Spirit with his spirit, to persuade

him that he is thy child, whom thou lovest though

thou chastenest, and whom, by thy terrors, thou art

preparing for thy consolations. O that he may see

love in the rod, and take it as the chastisement of a

kind ffither, and not the vengeance of an incensed

judge; and that he may find this humiliation work-

ing for his everlasting happiness ! Let him find that

they who mourn are blessed, and shall be comforted
;

and that all who sow in tears shall reap in joy.

that his sorrow maybe the godly sorrow which work?
repentance not to be repented of ! Let it, we pray

thee, have this happy issue, and end in unspeakable

and glorious joy. Let him not sorrow as one without

hope : let him see that trouble for sin is a preservative

from hell; and that thousands who are now in glory,

went this very way to heaven, working out their

salvation with fear and trembling; and groaning

under the burden of sin here, that they might not
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he under it for ever. Let him, in the view of thy

deahngs with others, learn to commit himself to thee
;

and when he walketh in darkness, and hath no light,

let him trust in the name of the Lord, and stay upon
his God.
O Lord, rebuke him not in thy anger, neither

chasten him in thy sore displeasure; but return and
set him free from the heavy pressure now upon him.

Be pleased, Lord, to deliver him ; O Lord, make
haste to help him. Quicken him for thy name's

sake ; and for thy righteousness' sake bring his soul

out of trouble. Thou hast showed him great and
sore troubles: be thou pleased to revive him again,

that he may rejoice in thee. Show him thy mercy,

O Lord, and grant him thy salvation ; O refresh him
early with thy mercy, that he may be glad and rejoice

in thee all his days. Let him see that thou con-

siderest his trouble, and knowest his soul in adver-

sity ; so shall thy name have the glory, and his soul

the comfort of thy seasonable relief; nor shall he

ever cease to praise thee for thy sweet abundant

mercies to him in thy Son Jesus Christ. Amen.

A Prayer for the Limatic and Distracted.

O Lord, the only wise God, thou givest under-

standing, and takest it away as thou pleasest ; and

thou art holy and righteous in all that thou ever

doest. Though the reason and meaning of thy works

is in many instances unknown to us, yet thou knowest

well what thou hast to do ; and we must be dumb, and

not open our mouths, assured that it is thy doing.

The stroke which thou hast laid upon thy poor crea-

ture would be just, if inflicted upon any of us; and

we must acknowledge it as owing to thy mercy alone

that we are not all reduced to similar or greater
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misery. But, O merciful Father, suffer us to address

thee iu his behalf, and to implore thy mercy for him
in this his pitiable condition. Thou madest him out

of nothing- ; and gavest to him that measure of sense

and discretion which he once enjoyed: thou canst

with equal ease renew him in the spirit of his mind,

and restore to him the faculties which are now so

awfully impaired.

dispel the clouds in which now his soul is wrap-

ped up; that he may come to himself, and exercise

a sound understanding, and seek the things belonging

to his peace. Have pity on him, O Lord, we beseech

thee, and impute not unto him any thing that is now
said or done amiss by him ; but in mercy pass it by

as if it had not been said or done at all.

O that thou wouldest direct to some means for his

recovery, and make him tractable in the use of reme-

dies, and w^illing to comply with the advice of his

friends, till he shall be in a capacity to think and act

for himself. And u'here no means will effect a cure,

do thou, who never art at a loss, but knowest how to

deliver out of the most desperate condition, reveal

thine arm, and bring salvation from above. Do a

work that shall be worthy of thy glorious majesty

;

and command such a deliverance, as nothing but the

knowledge of thine infinite power and unbounded
mercy could warrant us to hope for. Interpose for

us, O Lord our God, in this great extremity; and
we will for ever glorify thy name for this and all

thine other mercies to us in Jesus Christ. Amen.

A Prayer for one that is Stupified or Light-headed.

O Thou great Maker and Preserver of men, who
knowest how soon our senses may ffiil us, and our

understanding depart from us; and, to what accidents,
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distempers, and decays our weak nature is liable,

even such as may make the most acute and judicious

to become as a child or idiot, and turn all our wisdom
and ingenuity into folly or frenzy : we are every one
of us in thy hands, Lord, to be used as thou wilt

;

to have our speech and sense, yea, our very breath
and life, taken away, when thou pleasest. Thou art

righteous in all that comes upon us; and who shall

say unto thee, What doest thou ? Yet, even in chas-

tismg and correcting, thou dost not forget thy mercy
and compassion ; but biddest us to call upon thee in

our troubles ; and art still attentive to the prayers ol

thy servants; yea, waitest to be gracious, and wilt

not let them seek thy face in vain. Hear us, O
Father of mercies, we beseech thee : and let thy
mercy now be showed to thy poor weak distempered
servant, according to the exigence of his case, in this

time of his need. Thou, O God, who hast created

men's faculties, canst as easily restore them, and give
light and understanding to the simple ; and supply
and rectify every thing that is defective and amiss.

O that thou wouldst be pleased graciously and power-
fully to interpose in the present case ! Repair the

breaches made upon thy servant; and give him
sense and apprehension sufficient to discern the state

of his soul, and to see the things belonging to his

peace.

Thou, Lord Almighty, who didst command the

light to shine out of darkness, and often bringest

order and beauty even out of confusion and defor-

mity, thou canst lighten the darkest mind, and regu-
late the wildest imagination

; yea, thou canst speak
immediately to the heart, and canst convey all suit-

able relief, where all avenues of destruction are shut
against us. God of all power and love, wilt thou
speak to the soul of thy servant, so that it may
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observe thy voice : and seize that precious jewel foi

thine own, that it may be safe in thy hands. Lord,

help and assist him where we cannot ; and accom-

plish in him the great work of thy grace, which is

necessary for his everlasting salvation. O have pity

upon his infirmities ; and be merciful to his mistakes

and failings, his ravings and follies. Give him, gra-

cious God, a broken, penitent heart, and a believing,

willing mind : and then accept him in thy beloved

Son, according to what he hath : and, of thy rich

grace, give him an entrance into thine everlasting

kingdom, where he may see light in thy light, and
joyfully give thee praise and glory to all eternity.

Be gracious, O good Lord, and indulgent to him*
and do all that thou knowest to be needful and good
for him, through the merits of thy dear Son, who
became part of our flesh and blood, that he might be

touched with the feeling of our infirmities. And to

thy mercy, in that he is our merciful and faithful

High Priest, we commit this infirm member of his

mystical body ; beseeching thee, O blessed Lord our

God, to show thyself unto him a compassionate and
tender Father, in the same Jesus Christ our only

Saviour. Amen.

A Prayer for a Blind Man.

Lord our God, thou art light, and in thee is no
darkness at all. Thou hast created the light and the

sun : and givest both the power of seeing and objects

to be seen. It is a pleasant thing to behold the light

;

but of that sweet benefit thou hast thought fit to

deprive thy servant. O blessed be thy name, even
when thou takest away, as well as when thou givest

:

for thou art wise, and just, and good in all. Every
thing that happens to us is of thine appointment, O
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Lord, who hast made us, and mayest do what thou

wih with thy own. There is no unrighteousness

with thee, but whatever thou doest, is meet and right

to be done. And though thy providential ways are

in the great deep, and thy footsteps are often hid

from our view, even as thy visible works are from the

sight of thy servant, yet. Lord, thou art gracious in

all that thou bringest upon us ; and canst bring the

greatest good, even out of the worst evil that befalls

us. And one glimpse of thee by faith will be infi-

nitely better to thy servants than their eyes, and all

the things that ever eyes beheld.

Thy servant here desires, with meekness and
patience, to submit to thy heavy stroke ; and con-

fesses, that thou art just, in quenching that light of

his eyes, which he did not use, as he ought, to thy

glory.

But wilt thou, gracious Lord, in judgment
remember mercy ; and bless to him this deep afflic-

tion ; that it may promote his repentance and peace

with God ; and may cut off all those occasions ol

stumbling and falling which our bodily sight too

often lays before us, and which would be infinitely

more injurious than any to which his present dark-

ness may expose him. that being freed from the

temptations which enter in at the eyes, he may be

the better able to attend upon the Lord without dis-

traction ; and be more careful in inspecting the state

of his soul. Lord, as thou hast showed thy sove-

reignty and thy justice in taking away his sight, so

let thy power and mercy be displayed in ministering

comforts to his soul, and supporting him with cheer-

fulness and contentment under his heavy loss ; that

so he may be a gainer by it in his spiritual affairs,

and in the things that belong to his everlasting bliss.

Bring him out of darkness into thy marvellous light:
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and then, however he may want the light cf this

world, his soul shall be light in the Lord.

thou Father of lights, enlighten the eyes of his

understanding, that he may see what is the hope of

thy calling, and what the riches of the glory of thy

inheritance in the saints, and what the mighty power
of thy Spirit, which works in them that believe.

Now that he cannot behold the things which are

visible and temporal, O that he may be more earnest

in looking after the things which are unseen and
eternal. Enable him to be looking unto Jesus, and
studying the mysteries of salvation, the wonders of

t' y lOve, and the glories of thy kingdom. thou

Giver of all grace! give him the eye of faith, to see

him that is invisible, whom no mortal eye hath seen,

or can see. Discover thvself to him still more and
more, and reveal thy Son m him. And let thy good
Spirit, as a Counsellor and Comforter, still abide in

him ; and brino- to his mind all things that shall

make for his edification and encouragement in thy

holy ways. Have compassion upon him, O Lord,

and be gracious and merciful unto him ; and do all

that thou knowest to be needful and good for him.

Lead him, and help him on, continually; till in thv

light he shall see light ; and his eyes be opened to

see the splendour of thy kingdom, and the joy of thy

salvation
; yea, to see thee as thou art, in that hea-

venly presence of thine, Avhere is fulness of joy for

evermore. Amen.

A Frayer under grievous Pains.

Lord, thou art a merciful God, and dost not

afflict willingly, nor grieve the children of men : but

when the necessity of our case requires it, thou

chastisest us for our profit, that we may be partakers
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of thy holiness. Blessed is the man whom thou

chastenest, Lord, and teachest him out of thy law

!

let thy servant find that this affliction is sent in

mercy to his soul I and now that thy hand is so hard

upon him, and that thou hast visited him with such

severity, that it may be the means of purifying

him of his sins, and of fitting him for thy service.

O that he may learn such things in the school of

affliction, as may promote thy work within him, and

do him good for ever.

But thou, O God of consolation, who knowest our

frame, and how little we can endure, even though

we deserv^e so much ; be pleased to remember him
in mercy; and either lighten his sufferings, or in-

crease his spiritual strength : and if thou do not see

fit entirely to remove his burden, O enable him to

bear what thou art pleased to lay upon him. Lord,

all his desire is before thee, and his groaning is not

hid from thee. O regard his affliction when thou

hearest his cry; and enter not into judgment with

him, according to his desert ; but according to thy

mercy, remember thou him, for thy goodness sake in

Christ Jesus. O gracious Father, sanctify to him
what thou hast laid upon him : that the present sore

evil may have a comfortable issue, and work for his

spiritual and eternal good. Lord of all power and
might, support and bear him up under it ; and bring

him safely and happily out of it, to the rejoicing oU
thy servant, and to the glory of thy name. And
however thou shalt deal with him, O good Lord, sup-

press every murmuring or repining thought that may
arise in his mind : and let him never so sin, as to

charge God foolishly ; make him to see that thou

doest nothing but what is most righteous and fit to be

done
; yea, nothing but what thy servant himself

shall see cause to bless thee for at a future period.
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Teach and help him to glorify thee in the time of

his visitation : teach him to honour thee by an hum-
ble submission to thy will, a patient abiding of thy

rod, and a faithful reformation of his heart and life

:

that so thou mayest return to him with the visitations

of thy love, and show him the joy of thy salvation,

for thy own mercy's sake in Christ Jesus. Amen.

A Prayer under lingering Sickness.

O GOOD God, thou hast long kept thy servant under
thy chastening hand; thou hast made him acquainted

with grief, and his sickness is become even as his

familiar companion. Yet, blessed Lord, grant that

we may not think it long to wait thy leisure, when
thou art pleased to wait so long for the return of sin-

ners; and art ever pitiful, and of tender mercy;
having the kindest intentions even in thy bitterest

dispensations. Teach him, O gracious Father, to

see love, as well as justice, in all thy dealings; that

he may humble himself under thy mighty hand, and
confess that it is good for him to be afflicted. Con-
vince him, O Lord, that whom thou lovest thou

chastenest, and scourgest every son whom thou

receivest, and enable him patiently to wait for thee,

in an assured expectation that he shall one day sec

cause to number his afflictions amongst his richest

mercies.

Blessed be thy name, Father of mercies, that

thou dost not pour out all thy wrath, but in judgment
rememberest mercy : we bless thee for giving him
some ease and relaxation from torturing pains ; and
for mingling many sweet ingredients with this bitter

cup. make him so sensible of thy kindness and
love, that he may be not only contented, but thankful

under thy hand.
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Yet, that his faith may not fail, nor his patience

be wearied out, return, O Lord of love, at the last,

and give thy servant a discharge from this warfare ;

and say to the affliction. It is enough. Make him
glad, according to the time wherein thou hast afflicted

him. And wherein he has suffered adversity. And
till thou hast been pleased to remember him in such

mercy, grant that he may neither despise thy chas-

tening, nor faitit under thy rebukes ; but take all a&

he ought ; employing the time which thou lendest,

and improving the affliction which thou continuest,

as a gracious opportunity for his soul's advantage.

Under the decays of his outer man, let his inner man
be renewed day by day! and let all that is wanting

in his spiritual concerns be filled up ; and whatever

pertains to his everlasting salvation be promoted and
perfected through the riches of thy grace, and the

multitude of thy mercies in Jesus Christ. Amen:

A Prayer under dangerous Sickness.

Lord God A1 ighty, and ever blessed ; in whom
we ever live, and .10 ve, and are ! we acknowledge it

to be of thy men. iS that w^e are not consumed, even

because thy compassions fail not. If thou hadst long

since cut us off" in our sins, and shut us up under

final despair of mercy, yet righteous hadst thou been,

O Lord, and just and good. Yea, justly mightesl

thou at this time cast out our prayers, and refuse to

hear thy rebellious creatures, who have so long

turned a deaf ear to thee. But thou art God, and

not man; and thy thoughts are not as our thoughts,

nor thy ways as our ways; but as the heavens are

higher than the earth, so are thy thoughts and thy

ways above ours. Thou art our refuge and strength,

and present help in every time of need : and thou
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hast commanded us to call upon thee in our troubles :

and hast promised to hear us, and to give us cause to

praise and glorify thee foT thy goodness and mercy
to us.

And now we come to thee, O Lord our God, in

behalf of this thy servant, that lies here in a low and

distressed state under thy chastising hand. Look
down, we beseech thee, mercifully upon him : and
be thou gracious and favourable to him according to

the necessity of his case, and according to the mul-

titude of thy tender mercies in Christ Jesus. Great

as his danger is, if thou wilt, Lord, thou canst set

him up, and make him whole ! if thou but speak the

word, it shall be done. In submission to thy most

wise and righteous disposal of all things, we would
beg this mercy at thy hands : that thou wouldst be

pleased to rebuke his distemper, to remove thy stroke,

and cause the bitter cup which thou hast given him
to pass away from him. To this end do thou direct

us to the means proper for his help ; and command a

blessing upon them. Spare him, c;ood Lord, and
restore him, if it be thy will, thai he may have a

longer time to work out his salvati a, and be more
useful in his place, and do more goo in his genera-

tion. Or, however thou shalt be pleaded to deal with

him as to the concerns of his body, which we pray

may be in a way of gentleness and tender mercy,

yet, Lord, let his soul be ever precious in thy sight.

And may this sickness of his body be for the health

of his better and immortal part, and be instrumental

to advance his everlasting salvation.

give him a right discerning of the things belong-

ing to his peace, before they be hid from his eyes.

Show him what he has to do, and enable him for

the doing of it, that he may have peace with God,
through Christ Jesus. Give him repentance towards
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God, and faith in the only Saviour of the world.
Wash and cleanse his soul with the blood of thy Son,
and the graces of thy Spirit : that it may be delivered

from all the defilements which it has contracted in

this present evil world ; and be found safe and happy
in the hour of death, and in the great day of our
Lord Jesus Christ. Fit him, Lord, for living, or

dying, or whatever, in thy wise and righteous provi-

dence, thou hast designed for him; that it may be

unto him, Christ to live, and gain to die : and that in

all things he may find cause to glorify thy name.
If thou shalt be pleased to release him from his bed
of languishing, and to add to him a yet further term
of life, that he may live to thee, and do thee better

service, and bring thee greater glory ! Or if thou

hast determined that this sickness shall be unto death,

prepare him, merciful God, by thy grace, for thy

blessed self; and grant him a safe and comfortable

passage out of this wretched life to an infinitely

better; through the merits and mediation of thy

beloved Son, our only Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

_„®@ ©4*,-

A Prayer for a dying Mail past Hope of Recovery.

THE Hope of Israel, the Saviour thereof in time

of trouble, when all other hope and help fails, it is

not in vain to seek unto thee for succour, who canst

bring back from the mouth of the grave, and quicken

the very dead ; and where thou art not pleased any
further to prolong the temporal life, yet canst deliver

us from eternal death, and bring us safe to blessed-

ness and glory. We think it too late to beg the

recovery of thy servant, O Lord, now that he seems
to us going the way of all flesh, and just launching

forth into his everlasting condition. But though the

time of his departure appears to be at hand, yet wq
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cannot think it too late to beg thy mercy for him, as

long as his life is in him. And as we cannot but be

greatly concerned for him, so we know not how better

to express this our concern for him, than in beseech-

ing thee to be good and gracious unto him.

O Lord our God, leave him not, nor forsake him

;

but support and assist him now in his sorest extremi-

ties, in his last agonies, when he is to conflict with

the king of terrors: let him find the most sweet and
seasonable aids from thee, the God of his salvation

;

and take him not out of this life, till thou hast fitted

him for a better. O thou ever-living God, stand by
him in the dying hour ; and secure him in thy hands
from the enemies of his soul: and finish all that is

wanting of the work of thy grace upon his heart.

Freely and fully pardon an-d deliver him from all his

sins ; and fit him to appear with comfort and rejoicing

m thy blessed presence. O make his departure easy

and full of peace and hope. Carry him safe through

the valley of the shadow of death, and let him find a

joyful admission into the everlasting kingdom of his

Lord. Into thy hands, Lord, we commend his

spirit : O thou Father of mercies, be merciful to him.

and receive his departing soul ; and when he is num-
bered among the dead, let him also be numbered
among the redeemed and blessed of the Lord, for his

sake, who died for sinners, and rose again, and lives,

and is alive for evermore, and has the keys of death

and of hell. To thy mercy, in that blessed Saviour

of the world, O most merciful Father, we now hum-
bly recommend him; beseeching thee to be all in all

to him, and infinitely better than we are worthy or

able to ask for him. And let him be thine in life,

and death, and for evermore, through the all-sufficient

merits and mediation of thy dear Son, and most pre-

vailing Advocate and Redeemer, Jesus Christ. Ameiu
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Thanksgivings for Temporal Blessings.

Gracious God, the bountiful Provider of all good
things ; the eyes of all wait upon thee ; and thou

givest them their meat in due season. Thou openest

thy hand, and satisfiest the desire of every living

thing. Every year thou renewest the face of the

earth : and givest rain from heaven, and fruitful

seasons ; filling our hearts with food and gladness.

how many of thy creatures have bestowed their

labours, and lost their lives, and been consumed, to

clothe, and sustain, and gratify us ! At what vast

expense art thou continually to maintain the whole
world of creatures, that every where hang upon thee

for life, and breath, and all things I yet thou art not

weary of doing us good ; but still showerest down
blessings plentifully upon us, to provide not only
necessaries to keep us alive, but also a variety of

comforts, to make our lives happy and desirable.

Yea, thou delightest in mercy, and hast pleasure in

the prosperity of thy servants ; and makest us now
to find, by our own happy experience, how abundantly
good and kind thou art.

A Prayer for Rain.

O Lord, thou hast sent a gracious rain upon thine

inheritance, to refresh the dry and thirsty land, that

it might bring forth fruit, and yield to us the desired

increase. O that men would praise thee for thy
goodness, and for such thy wonderful works to the

children of men ! O bounteous and ever blessed
God, to thy name be all the glory now and for ever-

more !
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For Fair Weather.

Lord, thou hast in mercy shut the windows ot

heaven, and put a stop to the overflowing showers

that threatened to destroy the fruits of the earth •

and hast caused this sweet and comfortable change
to refresh thy unworthy servants, and to make all the

creatures rejoice in thy goodness. Blessed be our

God, that deals so graciously with us : and glory be

to thy name, thou merciful Deliverer from all evil,

and Giver of all good. Let the people praise thee,

O God, let all the people praise thee. Then shall

the earth yield her increase : and God, even our own
God, shall give us his blessing.

For the Cessation of Pestileiice.

Thou great Preserver of men ! thou hast

delivered our souls from the hand of the grave ; and
kept us alive, that we should not go down to the pit.

The jaws of death were open upon us, and we went
with our lives in our hands ; our hearts failing us

for fear of the destruction that raged amongst us,

when the very air which we drew in to give us life,

was to so many the sad messenger of death. Yet
when thousands fell on every side of us, we have

dwelt in the secret place of the Most High ; and,

under the shadow of the Almighty, have been kept

in safety. O what shall we say, and what shall we
give unto thee, who art our present help and only

Saviour in time of trouble ! we are every way thine,

O Lord ; and to thee only be all glory. We bless

thee, our God, as those that are made alive from the

dead ; and that the lives which have been given us

at our request, may be devoted wholly unto thee, and
hfi spent in thy service ! O that we may love, and
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serve, and praise our God, while we have our being I

For the Restoration of Plenty.

God, the fountain of all goodness ! thou didst

threaten to destroy the fruits of the earth, which Ave

have so wickedly abused ; but, for thine own mercy's

sake, thou hast raised at last for us a new and plen-

tiful supply, and hast crowned the year with thy

goodness. O make us more sensible of the obliga-

tion which thy love has laid upon us. And as thou

fillest us with thy good things, so fill our hearts witn
thy grace, that we may use every gift aright to thy

glory ; and that in the use and strength of what we
are continually receiving from thee, we may devote

ourselves altogether unto thee, and serve thee with

gladness and joyfulness of heart, for the abundance
thou hast given us, and for all thy rich mercies to us
in Jesus Christ.

For Victory over our Enemies.

O Almighty Lord, the most high God, who rulest

in the kingdoms of men, and dost whatsoever thou

pleasest in heaven and in earth ! In thy hand is

power and might, so that none are able to withstand

thee. It is thou that givest salvation unto kings,

that deliverest thy servants from the sword. Thou
hast saved us from our enemies, and put them to

shame that hated us. It was not by our own power
or conduct that we have been so prosperous ; nor did

our own sword or arm save us; but thy right hand
and thine arm, and the light of thy countenance,
because thou hadst a favour unto us. Thine, O Lord,
is the greatness, and the power, and the glory, and the

victory. The Lord is our strength and our song, and
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is become our salvation. Now, therefore, our God,
we thank thee, and praise thy glorious name. And
O what cause of thankfulness have we, that we were
not delivered into the hand of our enemies, and given

over for a prey unto their teeth ! Great indeed has

been thy mercy to us, blessed Lord: and to thee

Svlone be the whole praise and glory ! O make us

more sensible of thy goodness to us in this time of

our need : and give us grace still to keep the memory
of it in our minds, and abundantly to utter it in songs

of praise. O thou Lord of hosts, who hast given us

such safety and good success, teach us, we pray thee,

rightly to improve these undeserved mercies; that

being delivered from the hands of our enemies, we
may serve thee in holiness and righteousness all the

days of our life. Suffer us not to act as if we were
delivered to commit abominations ; but, demeaning
ourselves as the redeemed of the Lord, O let us love,

and trust, and bless, and praise thee, the only Giver
of all victory, for ever and ever.

For Peace.

God of peace, that makest wars to cease to the

ends of the earth; that breakest the bow and cuttest

the spear asunder. Thou hast rebuked the nations;

thou hast in mercy put a stop to the effusion of blood,

and made peace in our borders; O how sweet is thy

mercy, and reviving, even as life from the dead !

And thou. Lord, who hast given us peace, O give us

also grace, to use it to thy glory, and to walk the

more freely and cheerfully in thy holy ways. And
let us not only have peace with men, but also with

thee, our God ; even that peace which passeth all

understanding, which shall keep our hearts and minds
through Christ Jesus.
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that we may be sensible of the kinJnei^s and
kove of God our Saviour, and ever give thee thanks

with all our souls ! Dear Father of niercies I rather

take all our good things from us, than leave us in a
stale of base ingratitude and stupid indifference. O
let our hearts be enlarged in thy love, and be lifted

up in the celebration of thy praises ! and may all thy

works, and all thy servants bless thee, and praise

thee for ever I And may we have grace to express the

thankfulness of our hearts, in the whole conduct of

our lives; devoting ourselves to thee in faithfulness,

as long as we have any being. Amen^ and Amen.

A Prayer and Praise for a Public Thanhsgiving-

Day.

Blessed Lord, the only living and true God, the

Creator and Preserver of all things ! We live by

thee ; and our whole dependence is upon thee, for

all the good that we either have or hope for. We
now desire to bless thy name for those mercies,

which in so large a measure thou hast been pleased

to vouchsafe unto us. We desire to pay unto thee

that tribute of homage and service of prayer and
praise which thou hast made us capable of, and so

many ways obliged us to : and we would perform the

same in such a manner, that thou mayest mercifully

accept both our persons and our services at the hands
of Jesus Christ.

Worthy art thou, O Lord our God, to receive all

honour and glory, all thanks and praise, and love and
obedience, as in the courts of heaven, so in all the

assemblies of thy servants upon earth ; for thou art

great, and doest wondrous things ; thou art God alone.

Thou hast been favourable to thy land, and dealt

exceeding graciously with us. Thou hast not suffer-

24
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ed all the evils that threatened us to come upon us

;

nor those which have come upon us utterly to destroy

us. Instead of giving us over to all the calamities

that we feared, thou hast multiplied thy mercies

towards us, for which we are now called to solem-

nize a day of thanksgiving. Of a truth, O Lord,

thy compassions fail not; and thy mercy endureth

for ever. Thou art gracious and merciful, slow to

anger and of great kindness.

O how much have we to say of the goodness of

the Lord by our own experience ; and of the succour

thou hast afforded us in every time of need ! How
sweet and wonderful is it to recount all the instances

of thy patience with us, and thy bounty to us ! How,
from time to time, thou hast signalized us with thy

mercy, and enriched us with thy favours ! Thou
hast cast our lot in a land of light ; where we live

under the influences of thy gospel, and are called to

obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. Thou
hast bestowed on us and our land so many advant-

ages, that thou hast made us the envy of surrounding

nations, and distinguished us in a peculiar manner
as the objects of thy favour. Though many times

we have provoked thee to stretch forth thy hand, and
shake thy rod over us, yet in judgment thou hast

still remembered mercy ; and after the clouds and

darkness that have gathered about us, and the distress

and terror that were on every side, thou hast caused

the heavens again to clear up, and smile upon us
;

and returned with the visitations of thy love, and the

joy of thy salvation.

In the late dangers, thou hast been to us a tower

of defence; and in the time of our need and per-

plexity, thou hast shown thyself graciously and

powerfully on our side. Thou hast helped us for the

glory of thy name, and redeemed us for thy mercy 'a
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sake ; not because we were worthy, but because

thou hadst a favour unto us: and therefore to thy

name alone be all the praise. O what shall we
render to the Lord for all his benefits! let

not our hearts be straitened towards thee, whose
hand has been so open and bounteous unto us. But

do thou enlarge these hearts of ours, and fill them

with more love and thankfulness to the gracious

Giver of all our good things. And make us more
sensible of thy goodness and love bestowed upon us :

that we may give thee thanks from the ground ot

the heart, and have our mouths filled h with marrow
and fatness, while we praise thee with joyful lips.

O make us a truly thankful, as we are a highly

indebted, people. And let us not only speak of thy

loving-kindness, Lord, but glorify thy name in

bearing much fruit; fruit answerable to the mercy
and encouragement which we have received at thy

hands. We can never enough admire and magnify

the riches of thy grace, and the multitude of thy

mercies : but, O good Lord, enable us still more to

love thee, and better to serve thee ; and in so doing for

us, thou wilt still further oblige us : because in loving

and serving thee, we most effectually serve our own
best interests. As our minds cannot but muse, and

our tongue speak of thy works ; so let our lives be

spent in thy service : that thou, the great and blessed

God, mayest in all things be glorified by us, through

Jesus Christ. Avicn.

Thanksgiving after a Safe and Good Journey.

All thanks and praise that I am able to render, is

a debt that I owe unto thee, O Lord my God : and I

desire with all my soul to pay it; for that goodness

of thine, which I have experienced throughout my
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journey. Thou hast not only bee.n nigh to me, and
watchful to secure me from the perils of the way,
and the many evil accidents that might have befallen

me, but hast surrounded me with blessings and com-
forts on every side. At every turn and every step, I

have been exposed to evils. I might now have been

groaning under broken bones, or bruised limbs: yea,

I might have been cut ofT, and have perished in the

way; I might have lost not only health and strength,

but life itself : but thou, Lord, hast in mercy preserved

and kept me 'n safety ; and brought me to see my
habitation in eace, and to find all things according

to my heart'r desire.

A horse i a vain thing for safety; and nothing

upon earth can we confide in, to defend us : if thou,

thou blessed Keeper of Israel, dost not cover us

under the shadow of thy wings ; and give thine

angels charge over us, to keep us in all our ways, no

other power whatever can preserve us. But such

invisible guards have I had ; and such favour have

1 found from thee, O Lord. Thy mercy and thy

goodness, which have followed me all the days of my
life, have been renewed afresh, and further manifested

to me, in these my travels. And, O how inexhaust-

ible is the kindness and bounty of my Lord, who is

never weary of doing me good ! To thee, O God ot

my life, and safety, and comfort, to thee be all the

glory. O fill me with a most grateful sense of thy

continued mercies. And give me a heart abounding

with thankfulness, and with thy love and praises
;

yea, give me also grace to express the unfeigned

thanks of my heart, in all the ways that are pleasing

to thy holy will, through the beloved of thy soul, my
blessed Saviour and Redeemer, Jesus Christ. Amen.
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Thanksgivingf07- Preservation and Deliveiance

from Dangers and Troubles.

Many, Lord my God, are thy wonderful works
which thou hast done, and thy thoughts, which are to

usward for good ; they cannot be reckoned up in order

unto thee : if I should declare and speak of them,

they are more than can be numbered. According to

thy name, so is thy praise to the ends of the earth.

The dead praise thee not, nor any that go down into

silence : the living, he shall praise thee, as I desire

with all m)'- soul to do this day. My heart is fixed,

God, my heart is fixed ; I will sing and give praise.

1 will be glad and rejoice in thee, and sing praise to

thy name, O thou Most High. I will praise thee,

O Lord, for thou hast heard me, and art become my
salvation. I found trouble and sorrow : then I called

upon thee, and thou wast attentive to my cry, and
nigh to my help. And though thou mighest have
made me an example of thy judgments to others, as

others have been to me, thou didst not consult my
deserts but my distress ; doing great things, and
working strange deliverance for me, not because I

was worthy, but because thou aboundest in mercy.

I was in woful perplexity : fear was on every side :

all my hope was ready to expire : and I thought

there was no help for me; but that I must sink and

perish. Then didst thou, Lord, interpose between

me and the threatening mischief; and didst reveal

thy glorious arm, to pluck me out of the jaws ol

destruction ; and didst set me at liberty from my fears,

and in safety from my dangers. Thou hast kept me
alive, and restored my comforts, not taking me away
in the midst of my days, nor cutting me off untimely

from the land of the living ; but sparing me in mercy,

and giving me, as it were, a new life from the dead.
24=^
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Thou hast chastened me, but not given me over unto

death. When my foot slipped, thy mercy, Lord,

held me up. Thou art the God that doest wonders

;

wonders of power, and wonders of mercy. Yea, thy

kindness, and thy help at hand, in the time of my
need, has been greater than I am able to express.

Thou, Lord, hast made me glad through thy work;
I will triumph in the works of thy hands. I will sing

of thy power
;
yea, I will sing aloud of thy mercy.

For thou hast been my support and my refuge in the

day of my trouble. Unto thee, O my strength, will

I sing ; for thou art my defence, and the God of my
mercy. O Lord God, merciful and gracious, I will

extol thee, who hast not suffered the trouble and
danger to overwhelm and ruin me. In my distress

I cried unto thee, and thou has enlarged me.
blessed be my God, who has not cast out my prayer,

nor taken his mercy from me. But, dearest Lord !

I cannot without amazement look back upon the

perilous state that I was in, and the brink of ruin to

which I was brought. And that I should escape as:

I have done, how marvellous is it in my eyes '

What cause have I for thy praise, that I am here

alive to praise thee ! my God, it is thy good hand
that hath wrought so wonderfully for me, and thy

fatherly kindness that has shown such extraordinary

favour to me. O, if I had been snatched away unpre-

pared, how dreadful a change should I have found I

but in mercy and love to my soul (I give thee glory)

thou hast made a way for my escape : and I am
preserved, a living monument of thy unspeakable
goodness.

O what shall I say unto thee, whose name is

exalted far above all blessing and praise ! and what
shall I render unto thee, to whom my goodness will

not extend ! I can never answer the oblisations which
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thy love, dear Lord, has laid upon me : but let me
admire, and love, and bless, and praise thee, with all

the faculties and powers which thou hast given me.
And that thou wouldest imprint so deeply on my
heart a sense of thy mercy, that I may never forget,

never slight, never abuse, the great goodness that

thou hast shown me, and the signal deliverance

which thou hast wrought for me; but may ever give

thee thanks with all my heart ; and walk as becomes
me all tne days of my life ; not secure and careless,

because I have so escaped; but the more watchful

and diligent, in proportion to the mercies vouchsafed

unto me : approving my thankfulness in such a

manner, as that thou mayest graciously accept me
through my blessed Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

Ameii.

Thanksgiving after a Safe Delivery.

Blessed for ever be thy name, O Lord, our gra-

cious God, who rememberest us in our low estate,

and dost not abhor the affliction of the afflicted : but

hearest thy servants, crying to thee in their distress

;

and sendest relief and help in time of need : that

we may praise thee, Lord, as we ought, for such thy

goodness and wonderful works to the children of

men ! Thou bringest down and raisest up ; thou

givest trouble and sendest help from trouble; thou

afflictest us with fears, and griefs, and again revivest

us with hopes and joys. Thou, O God, art good in

all, and worthy to be admired and praised in every

dispensation of thy providence. But chiefly we are

affected with thy seasonable aids in time of trial

;

when thou givest us beauty for ashes, the oil of joy

for mourning, and the garments of praise for the

spirit of heaviness. Thou hast now (for ever bkssed
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be thy name !) refreshed thine afflicted handmaid,
and rejoiced the souls of thy servants. We desire,

therefore, to offer unto thee, O gracious Lord, our

devoutest acknowledgments, and to present unto thee

the sacrifice of our unfeigned thanks and praise,. O
that thine handmaid, and all of us, may be duly
sensible of this favour, which has been to us as life

from the dead. May thy great goodness lead us to

repentance : and may this fresh instance of thy love

constrain us to love thee with all our hearts, and
to render to thee the service of our lives, and to

give thee all possible glory, both now and evermore.

Amen.

Tha7iksgiving and Prayer after Recovery out of a
da?igerous Sickness.

O God of my life, in whose hand my breath is,

and by whom all men do live, and have their days
prolonged or shortened ; I was brought low, and
ready to think that thou wouldest now cut me off" and
make an end of my days upon earth : I counted
myself so nigh unto death, that I expected every day
when that last enemy which lay in wait for me,
would come and seize upon me.

But thou, Lord, hast graciously disappointed my
fears, and rescued me from his hands, and raised me
up to walk again before thee in the land of the living.

Though thou broughtest me even to the mouth of

the grave, yet hast thou brought me back ; that the

pit of corruption should not swallow me up. And
thou that gavest me life at first, hast now given it to

me afresh. To thee, therefore, O my God, I desire,

with all my soul, to give thee praise. O blessed be

my great Preserver, the dear and only Saviour of my
body as well as soul, the God of my health, my hea-
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verily physician, my life, and the length of my days!

O that I may live to declare the works of the Lord,

and set forth the honour of his name ! Let me never

look upon my extended life, as an occasion to the

flesh, to enjoy my liberty and pleasure upon earth;

but as an engagement on my heart, to abound in

gratitude, and love, and praise, and all faithful duty,

and cheerful obedience to my gracious God.
In mercy to my soul, O Lord, thou hast prolonged

my life, and given me space to repent; that by cor-

recting what was amiss, and filling up what was
wanting in my spiritual estate, I might be more ready

for the arrival of the bridegroom, more ready to give

up my account to thee. O that, my life being now
renewed, I may henceforth live as one restored from

the dead ; and retain such an abiding sense of eter-

nity upon my mind, as may keep me unwearied in

my preparations for it.

It is only a reprieve that is now granted to me ;

my death is a debt to nature, which I must pay ; I

cannot avoid it : death will yet certainly take hold of

me ; and I know not how soon ; the grave is my
house, where, after all, I must make my habitation,

and go to rottenness and dust
;
yea, when I least think

of it, how suddenly may I be cut off!

O then let me not live as if I should never see

death ; nor put it far from me, as if it should never

arrive ; nor reckon upon any sure standing or long

abiding, in such a changeable, transitory world, that

is but the house of our pilgrimage, and not the place

of our rest. But, since dust I am, and to dust I must
return, O help me. Lord, so to remember and con-

sider my death, that I may be the better for it in all

the course and conduct of my life ! Enable me to

walk with such wise and holy circumspection, and
so to order all my conversation in the world, that



2S0 PRAYER AND PRAISE

when I must close my eyes upon this present scene

of things, I may depart hence full of peace, and hope,

and joy. And for my recovery, and such health as

I enjoy at present, O let me pay my vows to the

Lord ; and from the ground of the heart, ascribe to

thee, the God of my salvation, all glory, thanks, and
love, and service, throughout the whole remainder of

my life, and for evermore. Amen.

A Prayer and Praise for a Converted Sinner.

I WILL praise thee, Lord, my God, with all my
heart ; and I will glorify thy name for evermore
So great is thy mercy towards me, that thou hast

delivered my soul from the lowest hell. My lips

therefore shall greatly rejoice, when I sing unto thee

;

and my soul, which thou hast redeemed, shall make
her boast in the Lord. For I was in darkness, but

now am light in the Lord ; I was dead, and am alive

again; I was lost, and am found. When no eye
pitied me, and when I had not a heart to pity myself,

then didst thou, O most merciful and ever-blessed

God, look upon me in my blood, and bid me live.

sinful wretch ! that I should be taken, and others

left ! I stand amazed at thy kindness, O God, my
Saviour! The great things which thou hast done
for my soul are incomparably more in my estimation

tJian if thou hadst set me up with the princes of the

earth, and blessed me with all the fulness and glory

of the world. For how soon do all these things pass

away and perish ! but the word of God, by which 1

am born again, lives and abides for ever. The grace

of God, which brings salvation to my soul, is in me
a well of water springing up to everlasting life. O
God of all grace, who hadst such thoughts of mere}'

towards me, even when I was in enmity against thee,
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and did nothing but forget and provoke thee ; thou

wilt not despise the day of small things : thou wilt

not be extreme to mark what is done amiss, or cast

me off for the failings of my services, now that thou

hast wrought in me some good things towards thee,

\nd brought my soul from the gates of hell, within

prospect of thy heavenly glory.

O what great and sore troubles hast thou showed
me ! yet didst thou turn again and refresh me, and

comfort me on every side, with the most reviving and

richest of all mercy. I must for ever have perished,

if thou. Lord, hadst not brought me from my state of

death in trespasses and sins to newness of life : and

better had it been that I had never been born, if I had

not been born again. O blessed change ! and mighty

work, w^orthy of God ! the riches of grace, and the

wonders of divine power and love ! What shall I

render to the Lord for these greatest of all benefits,

which I am not able so much as worthily to express !

I can never enough admire and bless thee, my
God, for thy love to my soul, which thou hast brought

to see the joy of thy salvation. How hast thou borne

with me in all my dulness and perverseness ; and

what exertions hast thou been forced to use, in order

to overcome my reluctance, and make me willing to

be saved ! But thou wouldest not suffer me to undo

myself: thou gavest me checks in the way of my
sin-s; till thou hadst overcome my heart by thine

almighty grace, and brought me home to thy blessed

self.

Bless the Lord, my soul ; and all that is within

me bless his holy name. My God and Saviour

!

I was helpless and hopeless ;
yet, at the lowest, thou

hast remembered met and at the worst, thou hast

holpen and comforted me. The fear of hell was
upon me; and thou hast raised me above it, and
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made me to rejoice in hope of thy glory. I thank
thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that thou

hast hid these thino-s from the wise and prudent,

and hast revealed them unto babes. O who am I,

unworthy wretch, that I should be made so happily

to dilfer from others, and from my former self! O
what have I done, that I should be thus distinguished

with thy saving mercy, v/hen so great a part of the

world is still in darkness, and in the shadow of death

!

I am unworthy, O Lord; I am utterly unworthy:
but thou art the God infinitely good, and abundant
in mercy.

blessed God of my salvation ! accept the obla-

tion of myself, and of all my services, together with
my thanks and praise, for this thy love to me in

Christ Jesus. O what abundant cause hast thou

given me to love and serve thee ! Grant, I pray thee,

that my life may henceforth be entirely devoted to

thee ; and t^hat, as I have received such mercy at

thy hands, I may be ever active and unwearied in

showing forth thy praise. Let me bless thee, O
Lord, at all times ; and have thy praise continually

in my mouth, as long as I have any being. Accept,

gracious Father, and continue me for thine own

;

and make me still fitter for thy blessed and everlasting

acceptance in Jesus Christ my Saviour. Amen.

-W«@ ft*!.—

Thanksgiving for Recovery after a Fall into Sin.

1 BLESS thy name, Lord, my God, infinitely

good, that thou hast kept me alive to this day; and

after all my ill carriage towards thee, my presump-

tuous boldness with thee, and manifold rebellions

against thee, thou hast not given me over as a prey

to the deadly enemy of my soul, that seeks to devour

me; but dost yet give me room to hope, that it is not
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ill vain to seek thy face, and to wait for mercy at thy

hands. O my God ! how wonderful is thy patience

that thou hast not left me to perish in my sins ! It is

through thy grace that I have begun to consider my
danger, and to inquire after a way to escape. Yes,

Lord, thou hast spared me thus in all my sins, that,

by the long-suffering which thou hast exercised to-

wards me, thou mightest show forth all the wonders
of thy grace.

O Father of mercies ! hast thou yet a blessing for

such a rebellious wretch ! and may I yet presume to

look for thy blessed favour, after I have done thee

such infinite wrong ! the inconceivable depths of

goodness that are in thy gracious nature, in that

thou dealest with me as a dear friend, notwithstand-

ing I have behaved myself towards thee as the vilest

enemy: and that thou givest me hopes of heaven,

when I deserve nothing but the torments of hell!

And hast thou, Lord, kept me, to this day, and
brought me thus far, to be avenged on me, and to

destroy me at last? O my gracious Father, the God
of all my mercies ! I cannot think that thou delightest

in my death. I have wronged thee too much with

all my sins already; let me not increase the heavy
score, by distrusting such tried mercy, or doubting its

continuance. Lord, I believe, help thou my unbelief.

I know that thou art not willing I should perish

;

but that, by repentance, I should come to salvation.

And O what a gracious God have I, to deal so bounti-

fully with me ! and what a stony heart, to be no
more affected with such stupendous mercy ! O what
a life of sins, and what a life of mercies has mine
been ! With amazement I reflect on both ; to think

how vile I have been towards thee, my Lord ; and
yet how good thou hast been to my soul. that

these wonders of love may constrain me to ccst down
25
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the weapons of my rebellion, and bring me nearer to

my God, and make me more to abound in thy love,

and more to delight in thy service, than ever I have
yet done ! that I may no more offend so gracious

a God; but being warned by these escapes, and won
by these mercies, let me be more watchful and faith-

ful in keeping myself from my iniquity, and in striving

continually to please thee in all things, through Jesus

Ohrist. Amen.

Thanksgiving for Spiritual Victory.

Almighty and most merciful Father, who givest

strength and power to thy people, and with their

temptations makest them a way to escape : it is by
thy grace that I am what I am : and thy grace be-

stowed on me has not been in vain. Thou hast

helped me in time of need, to withstand and over-

come the temptation wherewith I was assaulted. My
own strength. Lord, thou knowest is but weakness

;

and my heart is not to be trusted. But thy hand
helped me up ; and by the help of my God, I have
preserved my integrity; and so resisted the devil, as

to make him flee from me. I find, O Lord, by sweet
and joyful experience, that thy ways are ways of

pleasantness and peace; and that in observing thy

laws there is great reward. how much are the

heavenly raptures of victory to be preferred before

the filthy pleasures of sin ! I now see, that shame
and sorrow are the cursed consequences of yielding

to the tempter ; but glorying, and confidence, and the

peace of God, and joy in the Holy Ghost, are the

portion of those that overcome.
1 will greatly rejoice in the Lord ; my soul shall

be joyful in my God ; who has lifted me up, and not

suffered my foes to triumph over me. They have
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thrust sore at me, that I might fall ; but the Lord
was my help. The Lord is my strength and my
song, and is become my salvation. The voice of

rejoicing and salvation is in the dwellings of the

righteous. The right hand of the Lord doth valiant-

ly, and brings mighty things to pass. I shall not

die, but live and declare the works of the Lord, and
tell what he has done for my soul. Blessed be God,
who has not turned away my prayer, nor his mercy
from me. Lord, my God ! thou hast been watchful

over me for good ; thou wast nigh to me ; and ha^t

showed thy fatherly care of me ; and, in love to my
soul, hast preserved me, because thou hadst a favour

unto me. 1 am thine ; and I will be thine ; and wil]

love thee, and bless thy name, and give thee thanks

for ever. Amen.

A Family Prayer iii the Order of our Lord^s

Prayer.

God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ by
eternal generation ; the Father of all things by
temporal creation ; and the Father of thy people by
adoption and spiritual regeneration : What manner
of love is this, that we who have been rebels against

heaven, slaves of Satan, and children of wrath, should

be made the children of the Most High, and heirs oi

everlasting glory ! We are thine, O Lord, for thou

hast made us out of nothing; yea, thou hast created

us anew, after that we had destroyed ourselves ; thou

hast looked upon us in our blood, and hast bid us live.

Thou art in heaven. O that we may, in heart and
mind, thither ascend ; and with all lowliness, worship
at the footstool of thy glorious Majesty ! Thou art

our Father; that we may with confidence and
delight draw nigh unto thee as dear children ! And
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may we also love as brethren, and be united to each

other as children of the same heavenly Father

!

And, O that all the world may give thee the glory

due to thy great name; that thou mayest be more
known, and feared, and loved, and honoured by us, and
by all men, as our supreme Lord, and as our chief

good ; and that we may glorify thee as we ought, in

our thoughts and desires, and in our words and ways !

O that the kingdom of sin and Satan may be still

more and more weakened, till they be utterly destroy-

ed ! that all the powers on earth may use for thee

the authority which they have received from thee !

that all the kingdoms of the world may become the

kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and Jeru-

salem be made the joy and praise of the whole earth

!

O that Christ may dwell and rule in our hearts by
his Spirit and grace ; and make us a willing people,

the faithful subjects of his holy kingdom ; and still

reign over us here, till we are made fit to reign with

him in glory for ever more ! O thou blessed and only

Potentate ! let thy kingdom come so powerfully into

us, that thy will may be done by us faithfully and
without reserve.

And may thy will and word, O Lord, and the way
of salvation, be every where known upon earth.

Let the b\,iit of thy gospel shine and prevail, and
win more proselytes daily throughout the world. O
send the means of grace, where they are not ; and
make them prosperous and successful where they are.

Let not the will of the flesh, nor the ways of the

world, govern us; but let the word and will of oui

God be the rule of our lives, to guide and sway us

in all our conduct. Make us more conformable to thy

will, in all that thou requirest of us; and more sub-

missive to thy will, in all thou layest upon us. Yea,
make us pleased with whatever is thy pleasure

;
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that, loving thy word, and delighting to do thy will,

we may joyfully and cheerfully serve thee as thy

glorious angels and saints above, whose heaven it is

to please and enjoy the Lord.

And till we are fitted for the life to come, give us,

Father, of thy gracious bounty, all things needful

and convenient for us. Preserve us from all the

snares and dangers that attend both the prosperous

and the afflicted state. When we have this world's

good, that we may use it wisely and piously to thy

glory : and, whenever thou takest it from us, make us

contented, and patient, and thankful; and the more
intent upon that good, which shall never be taken

away. thou all-wise and merciful God ! we beg
that we may ever be in that state of body which thou

knowest to be best for our souls ; and that all which
we have in this life may help to fit us for the life to

come.

We are ashamed and grieved that we have so

much and so long dishonoured thy blessed name,
disobeyed thy holy word, and abused thy rich mercy..

We desire to return, and to be reconciled to our God :

to be humbled and penitent for our sins, and to

entreat thy gracious favour, in Christ Jesus, for the

pardon of them. Forgive us, we beseech thee,

Father of mercies, for his sake, all the sins that ever

we have committed against thee; especially we beg
to be discharged from those wasting and presumptuous
sins, which we have at any time committed against

the strivings of thy Spirit, and the checks of our own
consciences; and which have filled our souls with

the dread of thy wrath. O give us tokens for good,

to persuade and assure our hearts, that thou hast

mercy in store for us. And incline our hearts, O
Lord, to forgive as we need to be forgiven, and to be

merciful as we desire to obtain mercy.
25^
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And that iniquities may not prevail against u-s, lo

spoil us for the future, subdue them, O God of all

grace, by the power of thy holy Spirit, and never

suffer us to be tempted above the strength where-
with thy grace shall supply us. Make us careful to

avoid all the temptations we can, and strong in the

Lord to overcome what we must encounter. We are

poor frail creatures : but thou art the Lord Almighty.

O do thou protect us, we beseech thee, by thy powerful

aids ; and so keep us from falling, that we may never

be made a prey to the cruel murderer of souls ; nor

be delivered into those bitter pains of eternal death,

which are the sad wages of our sins ; but may we
find a way to escape every snare, and be preserved

safe to thy heavenly kingdom.
Thine is the kingdom, Lord most high ! thou

art the King of all the world ; and happy are they

who are under the conduct of thy good Spirit, as the

willing subjects of thy spiritual kingdom. We desire

and beg that we may all be found of that number.
Save, Lord, and let the King of heaven hear us when
we call.

We ask great things at thy hands, but not too great

for the Almighty God to grant : for thine is the power

;

and thou art able to do for us exceedingly abundantly,

even above all that we can ask or think. O reveal

thy glorious arm, to do things worthy of God, which
none but thy blessed self can do : in forgiving, and

healing, and helping us, who are helpless and hope-

less in ourselves.

Thine is the glory, O God ; and such are the

wonders of thy grace, whereby thou gettest glory to

thyself in the salvation of those that were lost.

Therefore, though we are exceeding guilty, and

utterly unworthy; yet we pray and hope that thou

wilt g-lorify thy mercy, remembering us in our low
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estate, and relieving us in all our wants and straits.

We would forsake every other refuge, to come to thee
;

our expectation is from thee ; and our whole depen-
dence is placed on thee alone. In thy gracious

goodness do we trust through the merits and media-
tion of our blessed Redeemer ; looking for the mercy
of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life.

And to thee, O great and glorious Lord God, whose
kingdom ruleth over all : to thee, who doest whatever
thou pleasest in heaven and in earth ; to thee, who
showest forth all thy glory to the blessed saints and
angels in thy presence, to thee be glory in the highest,

and all thanks and praise ascribed by us, and by all

the world, for ever and ever. Araen.

A Soliloquy by way of Paraphrase on the Creed.

Let not your heart be troubled, saith the Lord of

love, our dear compassionate Redeemer ; ye believe

in God, believe also in me, the Messenger of his love,

sent to be the Saviour of the world.

Why art thou cast down, then, O my soul ! and
why art thou disquieted within me ! when

I believe in God,

And am not exposed, as one forlorn, to shift for myself,

and to make me a happiness out of my own stock;

but I have a God to repair unto, and depend upon

;

and to expect all that ever I can desire from him.

And this God is

The Father,

Not only of our Lord Jesus Christ, by eternal gene-

ration, but my Father, by a late creation, which has

brought me out of nothing to what I am, not only to

being, and life, and sense, but to the use of reason,

and to the enjoyment of all that ever I had in the
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world. Yea, I am bold to Father myself upon him
also by a spiritual adoption : and am persuaded that

a woman may sooner forget her sucking- child, than
the Lord will forsake that work of Kis hands, which
he has new created in Christ Je^us : nor is he less

able than willing to do m^e good, being

Ahfiighty;

And what is too hard for Omnipotence ? or who can
pluck me out of his hands, to whom the very powers
of hell are but weakness ? Though I am weak as a

shaken reed myself, yet my help stands in the name
of the Lord, who is the

Maker of Heaven and Earth;

And what can any of his creatures do against me,
when God himself is for me ? He that made all,

will he see his child want a competency in the world ?

or should I be turned out of the earth, yet all heaven

is the Lord's. And when he is my portion, I am sure

of that which is infinitely better than all the world's

good ; the whole sum of which is but a poor drop

from the eternal fountain of all goodness. And what
can be better than him that made it, and gave it all

that goodness which it has ? Myself, and whatever

I see in the world, was once nothing. And the great

Lord, who was most blessed before all worlds, and

would have been nevertheless blessed, though we had
never been at all; he has brought us into being; not

for any need he had of us, but to communicate of his

goodness to us

In Jesus Christ

;

And what so sweet as Jesus in my mouth ! no such

music in my ears : no such gladness in my heart.

1 was lost, and Jesus is my Saviour. I was dead,

and Jesus is my life. I was an enemy, and Jesus is



PARAPHRASE ON THE CREED. 291

my peace. Still I sin, and Jesus is my Advocate
with the Father. Christ is my Prophet to direct me

;

my Priest to atone for me; my King to defend me,
and to watch over me for good. He is all that I want,

and all that I can wish. I am worse than nothing

without him ; but I have all things given me together'

with him, who is the beloved of the Father,

His only Son,

The only one, by nature, that is co-equal with the

Father: and, having such a friend in the court of

heaven, I will com.e boldly to the throne of grace.

For if the Son make us free, we shall be free indeed.

The Father will deny us nothing that we ask in his

name. And the Son himself upbraids us, that we
make no more use of this our blessed privilege.

Hitherto ye have asked nothing in my name, saith

he ; ask and ye shall receive, that your joy may be

full. Such pleasure has he in the prosperity of his

servants, who is

Our Lord,

Our heavenly Sovereign ; at whose feet kings do

cast their crowns ; and all the angels of God worship

him. O happy the servants that have such a Lord I

and blessed be the Lord that will admit me among the

number of his servants! Is not he my Lord, that ha?

bought me ? in one sacrament I was enlisted into his

service : and in the other, how often have I sworn
allegiance to him ! This is the crown of all my glory-

mg, that Jesus is my Lord,

Who ivas conceived ly the Holy Ghost,

[n a miraculous manner, above all the power of

nature ; and without any the least spot of sin ; that

he might be a suitable propitiation for our sins. He
is fairer than the children of men ; who are, all of
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them, shapcn in iniquity, and conceived in sin. But
he is free from every blemish, and altogether lovely

;

being

Born of the Virgin Mary ;

And so he has done the highest honour to our poor

nature, by uniting it to the divine; taking part of

our flesh and blood, that he might not only be touched

Vv'ith the feeling of our infirmities, but also taste death

for our oiTences ; coming down to earth, to raise us up
to heaven ; and manifested in our flesh, to bring

salvation home to our very doors. O how can I ever

now be at a loss, when the Lord, in wdiom lies our

help, is become God with us; and to embolden our

addresses to him, has vouchsafed even to set up his

dwelling among us ? May all the glory of salvation

be to thee, Lord, w^io hast brought such glorious

salvation to a ruined world.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate ;

And, having no need at all to suffer for any sins ot

his own, he was w^ounded for our transgressions, and
bruised for our iniquities. wicked wretch! that 1

should be one of those who put the Son of God
himself upon suffering ! But, O how happy is it for

me, that he was plea.sed to suffer once, to save me
from suffering for ever !

He icas criicificd :

Love, that was strong as death, fastened my Saviour

to the accursed tree, with his arms extended to receive

me ; and his side was opened, to make me a passage

to his very heart. my dearest Lord ! forbid it that

I should glory, save in thy cross. On that let me
rest my weary soul; to that let me cling, though
menaced by all the powers of hell ; and by that let

me ultimately rise to thine everlasting glory in heaven
Me was
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Dead

;

I

Not only Abraham, the friend of God, gave up the
|

Ghost ; but he that was before Abraham, our blessed i

Saviour himself, the well-beloved Son of God, when
i

he took upon him the seed of Abraham, was not
i

excused from dying. Shall I then conclude, that my \

God has no kindness for me, because I must follow !

such forerunners, and go the way of all flesh ? No, i

though he slay me, yet will I trust in him ; and have i

hope even in my death. For the death of Christ is '\

my life, since he has taken out the sting of death
temporal, and made it the very entrance to life eter-

nal. He has led us the way, through that gloomy
;

vale, to the glorious region of immortality. And
shall death separate me from my Saviour, or divorce

\

my soul from the heavenly Bridegroom ? No, I
j

depart hence that I may be with Christ, and that I

may get nearer to him Vv^hom my soul loveth. He is :

gone before : and. Lord, I will follow thee whitherso-
I

ever thou goest.—Thou wast laid in the grave, I

And Buried^ '

To make that desolate place inviting by thy presence,
]

to perfume the chambers of death and turn the hor- I

rible pit into a happ}^ cemetery, where the poor weak,
|

perisiiing flesh is sown, to come up again, powerful,
j

glorious, and incorrupti-ble. And shall I shrink from
j

the bed where my Lord himself lay ? Would I lie
!

better than he did? No; the grave itself is become
j

a goodly lodging, since Christ was there. And I will
|

not go down in sorrow to my grave, seeing that I am
j

going but 10 sleep with Jesus, the life of my soul,

and the source of all my joy.

He descended into Hell;

Three days he continued in the state of the dead,

that none might question the truth of his death,
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upon which depends all our hope of pardon and life

;

that I might not dread the parting of soul and body,

which befell my Lord himself; and that none belong-

ing to him might be out of heart, even at the lowest

ebb, when our Redeemer himself lay so long under

the power of death.

The Third Day he arose againfrom the Dead.

An-d shall I be in bondage all my life, through fear

of death, when under the conduct of such a victo-

rious Captain of salvation, who has triumphed ovei

all the powers of the grave ? No ; he liveth, and wab
dead. And though I know I must die, yet I know
that my Redeemer liveth, and is alive for evermore

;

and because he lives I shall live also : for he has no

life but what every member of his shall share in.

Now, therefore, O death, I can triumph over thee,

since my Lord has routed all thy forces. It is true,

thou yet canst kill me ; but thou canst not hurt me.
For, when thou takest down this crazy cottage, a

better fabrick shal] succeed, to stand for eternal ages.

But could not all the bonds of death hold my Almighty
Saviour? Dearest Lord! thou wast arrested for our

debts ; and laid up in the prison of the grave on our

account. But thy release gives me a cheerful assur-

ance that thou hast satisfied divine justice to the utter-

most. Since thou art come so gloriously forth, I am
sure that all is discharged. Then blessed be the God
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who, according

to his abundant mercy, has begotten us again to a

lively hope, by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from

the dead.

He ascended into Heaven.

And O with what joyful acclamations was he wel-

comed home into those high regions of the blessed,

alter all his wondrous achievements, to eflect eternal
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redemption for us ! He led captivity captive, and
dragged the infernal powers after his triumphal

chariot : to show that hell, as well as death, is sub-

ject unto him. And now he has cleared us a way to

glory, and opened the kingdom of heaven to all

believers : being gone to prepare a place for us, that

where he is, there w^e may be also. Even where

He sitteth at the right hand of God the Father

Almighty ;

Far above all principalities and powers, a glorious

King for evermore, with all power and authority in

his hands, and all the crowns and mansions of glory

at his disposal. He is not only the Prince of the

kings of the earth, by whom they all do reign ; but

the angels in heaven fly to do his pleasure. In

heaven he has cast off the vail, under which he once

concealed the briglilness of his Majesty : and now
lie snows himself in all the splendour of the King of

Glory. To him I look as the great Author and

Finisher of our faith ; and the blessed object of my
daily worship and devotion : who in all the height

of his glory does not forget his poor servants here ;

but has still bowels of compassion to intercede for us,

as well as fulness of power to prevail on our behalf.

And God forbid that I should forget this absent

friend ; or be unmindful of all that he has done and

suffered for me. O where should be my heart, but

with the great lover and beloved of my soul ; who
not only humbled himself on earth, but even now in

heaven so humbles himself, as to remember me in my
low estate. And when I am in a strait, so that I

know not what to do, I will commit the matter into

his hands, and cast my care on him who careth for

me. For, what enemies have I which he cannot

speedily make his footstool ? Or what blessing is so

great, but he can, in a moment, obtain it for me ?



293 PARAPHRASE ON THE CREED.

Whenever then I am afraid or troubled, I will lool<

unto Jesus, sitting at the right hand of God : I wili

remember him as my all-prevailing Advocate and

Intercessor ; and will entreat his gracious favour, who
is ever worthy to be heard for me, though I am most
unworthy to speak for myself.

From thence he shall come to judge the Quick and
the Dead.

And shall appear in greater power and glory, than

ever he was seen here in weakness and poverty.

Then shall his stubborn enemies, who would not that

he should reign over them, be brought forth and slain

before him. Then too shall all his sheep, that heard

his voice, and followed him, and waited for his

coming, and loved his appearing, hold up their head
with joy, and receive their complete redemption.

That day, so replete with horror to the ungodly, w^ill

be to them a day of discharge, and jubilee, and
coronation ; the sweetest and most joyful day they

ever saw. Then shall I behold him seated on his

throne, who once, for my sake, died upon the cross.

My Advocate, my Life, my Saviour, will be alone

exalted in that day. And wili my Advocate accuse

me ? Will my Life destroy me ? Will my Saviour

condemn me ? No ; though my iniquities have been
great, and my best actions very imperfect, yet assured

that he who is my Judge has made satisfaction for

my sins, and procured acceptance for my poor imper-

fect services, I will pray, Come, Lord Jesus, come
quickly.

/ believe iii the Holy Ghost.

The Lord and Giver of life ; the heavenly Counsel-

lor and Comforter of our souls, by whom I call Jesus

Lord, and cry, Abba, Father, unto my God. And
having such a blessed Guardian, and divine Inha-

bitant ; why do I drag on heavily, as if I were left
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comfortle-ss ? Why do I not overflow with joy in the

Holy Ghost ? Am 1 weak ? he is the power of the

Most High, to help my infirmities. Am I forgetful?

he is the kindMonitor, to bring all needful things to my
remembrance. Am I afraid lest I should fail of God's

acceptance and salvation ? this blessed Spirit witness-

eth with my spirit, that I am a child of God ; and

seals me to the day of redemption. Away, then,

thou foul accuser of the brethren ! Peace, thou

clamorous conscience ! and stand aside, all ye pitiful

creature-comforts ! I have affiance in the Holy
Ghost, the Comforter. For I belong to

The Holy Catholic Church.

f am a member of that most blessed society, some of

which, already entered into the joy of their Lord,

have got possession of their crowns, and are passed

from their warfare to everlasting triumph. And the

rest here, yet on our pilgrimage and warfare, are

reaching forth to the glorious prize of the high calling

of God in Christ Jesus. The lines are fallen to me
in pleasant places, where the Sun of Righteousness

IS risen upon us, and causes the heavenly day-spring

from on high to shine upon us ; even in that church,

against which the gates of hell shall not prevail. I

believe in

The Communion of Saints.

The same life and spirit pervades the multitude of

believers every where ; and like so many rivulets,

they run all to the same sea, though not in the same
channel. Or like divers strings of a musical instru-

ment, though they have several notes, yet they make
up one song of praise and glory to their common
Lord ; from whom they receive influence, as all the

bodily parts do from the head ; and are knit together

as fellow-members of Christ's body. They are the

household of faith ; of that corporation and family of
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heaven, for the sake of which they forget their own
people, and their father's house. Yea, as all the parts

of the body, how mean soever, share in the same life

as in the head and heart ; and the noblest members
despise not the vilest; but the lowest are of use to

the highest : and all conspire for the joint interest of

the whole ; so I, as a part of this great body, whilst

I wander not by myself, but keep to the flock ot

Christ, and join with them in the worship and service

of my Lord, and love them in my heart, am one of

their happy number, and do share in the prayers of

every faithful Christian throughout the world. And
communicating now with the saints in all offices of

love, I shall be advanced, with them, to the possession

of their heavenly inheritance in eternal life.

The Forgiveness of Sins.

This is the article that strikes at the very root of

bitterness, and removes the ground of all my fears

and griefs. O how numerous are my sins ? and what
a heavy load upon my soul ! But it lightens my
heart to hear of God manifested in the flesh ; to

undergo all the penalties of sin, in the very nature

that sinned : to bear our sins in his own body on the

tree. And when our all-sufficient surety has finished

the atonement, will the justice of God require a

second payment? No; God is not only merciful,

but just also, in justifying the believers in Jesus;

who was made sin for us, who knew no sin ; that

we might be made the righteousness of God in him.

And now all the frightful guilt is swallowed up in

that fountain opened for sin and uncleanness, as a

drop of ink is lost in a mighty river; so that my
spirit rejoices in God my Saviour; and I thank God,
through Jesus Christ our Lord, whose blood cleanses

us from all our sin. O that I could love him yei

more, who forgiveth me so much.
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The Resurrection of the Body.

This is the Christian's stro. j hold, that although we
fall into the grave, we shall not be utterly cast down ;

but have a Lord, that will be the plague of death, and
the destruction of the grave ; to redeem us out of the

hands of both. My flesh is perishing as the grass that

is green and withered in a day. But this mortal shall

put on immortality: yea, immortality itself shall be

swallowed up of life. This heavy log, though sown a

natural, shall rise a spiritual body, swifter than the

light, to follow the Lamb whithersoever he goes.

Even this vile body shall, in the great morning of

the resurrection, come gloriously forth, as a bride-

groom out of his chamber ; and, like the trees new
apparelled in the spring, shall be more orient and
beautiful of itself than all the robes and jewels in the

world can now make it ; it shall shine as the stars in

the firmament, yea above the brightness of the meri-

dian sun. Is then my body now reduced to hardships ?

Be it so ; I do not expect my rest in this world ; but

I look for it in the world to come. In the mean time,

I must not think it strange to be tossed on tempes-

tuous waves, till I arrive at the haven where I would
be. Am I tempted to excesses, or any lusts of the

flesh ? 1 will not surfeit on the meat that perishes

;

nor sink the vessel that is carrying me over to the

land of promise. I do not so hate thee, my own flesh
,

but desire thee to keep thy appetite for entertainments

infinitely better : seeing that I believe the resurrec-

tion of the body,

And the life everlasting. Amen.

This is the centre of our desires, and the crown of our

joys ; the drift of our whole religion, and the height

of all perfection ; that which eases all our labours,

and makes our heaviest troubles to be of little or no

account. Wretched relief is the heathen's antidote
20=^
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against the dread of death ; only to think, that die we
must. But Christians have a consolation strong

indeed—that after death we shall live for ever. Our
present lives are, for the most part, spent in providing

a support for the body. And, though God has gra-

ciously made it pleasant to repair the decays of our

nature, yet he would not have us mistake that poor

pleasure for our heaven : the soul that knows itself,

is rather weary of this attendance on the corruptible

flesh ; and aspires after that state, where the body
shall feel no weariness, and suffer no decays ; where
shall be nothing vexatious or troublesome; nothing

to hinder or abate the perfection of our bliss. Every
faculty of the soul shall there imbibe that fulness ol

satisfaction which so long it had sought, but never

found before. And neither shall the body want an

agreeable entertainment for its feast and solace. But
it is not for a human tongue to utter what no eye has

ever seen, no ear has ever heard. It is enough to

know, that the blessedness of heaven is above our

knowledge ; being a life sweetened with goodness no

less than divine, and measured with a duration no

shorter than eternity.

All this I believe. And more than all this I believe,

in believing the life everlasting. My life is hid with

Christ in God ; and the life which I now live, I live

by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and

gave himself for me. And when Christ, who is our

life, shall appear, then shall I also appesar with him in

glory. O let me now begin the life of heaven ; and
hereafter I shall never know its end. While I am
here alive, may I so die to the flesh, and to the world,

that when I depart from hence, I may live to God
with Christ ; which is the life incomparably best of

all. Amen. Amen.

FINIS.
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\ derived from this subject is calculated more than any other, we think,

K to lead men to discover the errors and unsoundness, and insulliciency

of those systems. They cannot stand, in the judgment of sober-

\ minded seekers after truth, with their divisions, vascillations and
S heresies; before the Scriptural truth. Apostolic order, regular Suc-
V cession, and uninterrupted coutinuanco of the ' Holy Catholic
' Church.'"

—

Banner oftke Cross.
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VUuahlc Works, published by SLanford 4" Swordt.

R ECANXATI ON.—Recantation, or, the Confes-

,

sions of a Convert to Romanism. A Tale of Domestic \

auil Religious Life in Italy. Edited by the Rev. Wra,

)

Ingraham Kip. One handsome volume. 16mo. C3c. <

I

"This volume is a reprint of one published in London during the)
last year. A friend placed it in the hands of the editor, because
from his acquaintance with the scenes in which the story is laid, and )

the opi)ortunities he Iiad enjo3'ed of gaininjj some knowledge of the )

tone of tliou':,'ht and feeling prevailing in Italian society, it was be- ^

lieved ho might be able to decide on the justness of its claims to be
'

taken as a faitiiful picture. To the fidelity of the author's descriptioii

of places, the Editor can bear his unhesitating testimony. Almost
every page arrayed before him some scene associated with the i

pleasant hours he spent in classic Italy. The stately palaces of
^

fascin.Uing Florence—the woody hill of Fiesole, where Milton i

mused and wrote—the peaceful vaP'iys of ' leafy Vallambrosa'—the \

animated walks of the Cascine—the treasures of the Pitti Palace—the i

' splendor of the Ducal Court—the beautiful scenery »f luxuriant >

Tuscany—all, are called up again to memory by the allusions of <

this narrative. And mingled with these came less pleasing remem-
brances of superstitions such as are here portrayed, and the
aurveillancc of a religious despotism before which all trembled.

J The scoffing, infidel tone of some of these conversations is not imag-
/inary. The Editor has hi^pself heard it, when men uttered te him
' a foreigner, what Ihcy would not dare to speak to their own
' countrymen, and even then declared their unbelief in the system
under whick they were forced to live,

' in bondsmen's key,
With bated breath and whispering fearfulncss.'

He feels, therefore, that the whole air of this work is truthful, and as •

such he would commend it to his young countrywomen."

—

Rev. W.

'

I. Kip. I

" This is a work of fiction. The subject of it was an English lady
,

who aliandoned the Aiith of the Church of England, which was in
i

the way of her marriage with an Italian nobleman; the marriage,
was consummated ; sli3 lived uniiappily ; renounced her coniiection i

with the Church of Rome, and returned to her former faith. It
will be a popular book, no doubt."

—

Banner of the Cross.

' The work has a peculiar interest, apart from its merits as a ccm-
S position, and will be rear' probably by both Roman Catholics and
' Protestants."

—

Express '

i"

We have been more deeply interested in this neatly got up and
well printed volume tha^i we had any expectation of wken wo com-,
meuced. It rjlates to a topic of great interest at the present time, and



will, we trust, be the means of leading piirents to csnsidc*- thedau- >

) i^erous fascinations of Roinmism as presented by Jssnits and studied
)

/ apolo^'ists, and how easil} the ignorant are led to believe its Ij'ing ,

) absurdities. We beg to add our testimony to that of the accom-
^

iplished editor of the volume in favor of its truthfulness and ^

fairness. Indeed we might go much further and declare that from )

some Slight acquaintance with Italian life and manners, we think
J

i rhe author has under stated the truth in regard to the practical

) infidelity of the better informed in the Romish Churcli. Such is
^

) certainly our opinion. However that maybe, we commend the volume
^

to the tiioughtful perusal of our readers."

—

Young Churchman's .

Miscellany. S

"A seasonable and valuable work."

—

Evening Gazette. \

"This is a beautifully printed volume. The title sufficiently ex- »

plains the nature of the work, and the object for which it is designed." .

—Soutksrn Churchman. \

"Of the theology of this work, our neutrality forbids us to speak; ^

but of its literary merits we can and must speak favorably. It is a '.

tale of domestic and religious life in Italy, by one who has seen \

all that is her» described. The allusions are redolent with classic (

sweets. The book is artistically got up by the trade."—iV. Y. Sun.
^

" We have not read this work, but some of our Protestant friends,

iwho have read it, say that it is a charming book; that it gives a

more perfect insight into the interior of Italian society, than any
book recently published; that the story is well told and the in-

) terest is maintained to the last; and that the lovers of fiction and the

) lovers of truth wili be alike gratified by its perusaL"

—

Louisville

) Jownal.

isPENCER'S ENGLISH REFQRMA-^
; X I O N .—HistoL'y of the Reforraatiou in England, by '

\ the Rev, .1. A. Spancor, A. M., -' Author of the Christian
\

) Intsructed in the ways of the Gospel and the Church,' {

\ One Vohirae. 16mo. 50c. '

( "The author 'claims to have carefully sought exactness and preci-
^

< sion in rcL'ard to facts and circumstances; to have consulted every
)

( writer within his reach, in order to verify the statement made in the
J

text, to have endeavored to be strictly just and fair towards all \

parties and persons; and to have set forth the public acts of the \

Church and State as faithfully as ho was able, and as fully as the S

limits of the volume would admit.* We rea^ard it as of especial \

importance at this time, tiiat the causes which led to the reformation ^

of the Church in England, should be well understood. There are \

many persons to whom the larger histories of it are not accessible,
)

< and who would not have time to study them if they were. To such,
)

( and to the young learn ir, this little book of 200 pages wdl impart (

' _ _ 03) \



^ Valuable Works, published by Stanford ^Swurds. *

much useful information upon that interesting era in the history «f|.

the Church." —Banner of the Cross. )

" A judicious and faithful treatise on the Reformation in Englan \,
'

admirably adapted for fumilies and for Sunday t'chool libraries \

Although altogether unpretending, it is precisely one of the boolu (

most fitted to do good, in the times upon which we have fallen. J'^
tells the truth, clearly, fairly, and honestly. * * * When s'ich

,

desperate and unceasing efforts are made all around us to villifj
'

the Rpforraation, it is the duty of every Churchman not only to iu t

form himself on the subject, but to see that the truth is brought t*
^

bear upon the minds of his children, who may soon be called to «
'^

fiercer and more enrnest struggle to maintain il than any to whicl ',

he himself is summoned.

—

Protestant Churchman. (

( " An acceptable contribution to ecclesiastical literature. The au s

( thor throws into contrast the leading principles of Protestantisi<'
,

( with the past and existing elements of Romanism, and exhibit! \

their opposite tendencies with much force. The historical portioi (

of the work is, from the size of the volume, necessarily much conden '

sed. The prominence given to the great principles involved, howevei (

atones for this, while as a portable and not expensive volume, it wil ^

reach those to whom larger works of the kind are inaccessible.' (—N. Y. CommercialAdvertiser. '

This is a most opportune publication. The times demand a re /

turn to the principles of the great Reform, and the people ar«- )

laudably anxious to know what those principles are. So much dis- )

cussion is abroad, so many various assertions are made, and so
I

much confidence is manifested by persons of very diflerent sen-
timents in the truth of their opinions, tliat it is essential to go to the
fountain head and ascertain by tlie facts of history just where and

' what the truth realty is. It is this object which the author of this

volume has iiad in view ; it has been his aim to present facts, and
) not mere opinions, tc give evidence, and not baiciy his view of the

) Reformation and its principles. It is this feature which we particu-

) larly admire in this volume, and which we commend especially to

) our readers ; for tliough Mr. Spencer's own views are decided, he i

1 does not obtrude them upon those who peruse his history ; he gives
)

) them a succinct, clear, well-digested statement of the acts of the S

. Church and State, and leaves the reader to draw his own conclu- »

) sion. We are not aware that in a single instance Mr. S. oversteps the )

( true bounds by which the historian ouirht to be restrained. '

I 'The literary and mechanical execution of this volume are of the )

/first order. Mi. S. writes easily, fluently and vigorously, and occa- )

sionally his subject warms into eloquence. The publishers deserve )

great credit for the style in which they have issued the book, not
)

more than for the very low price at which they offer it for sale, in )

' order, we are confident, to give it that wide circulation which the
^

nioineutous nature of the subject demands."

—

N. Y. Qazette If ,

Times. )
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