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PREFACE.

MERICANS, in the contemplation of royalty, are led
into the estimate of lﬂ'ngly character as presented to
them through the medium of political history, and gene-
rally written by sympathizers of royalty, and often under
its direct influence. The sacred precincts of the palace are
rarely invaded by the vulgar, and thé sccret misdoings
there are carefully screened by the satellites who cater to
the sensual pastimes of a king. 'We think the time has
now arrived when royalty should be exhibited as it is, in
all its deformity. The world moves, and the times demon-
“strate that man and government can’ do without a king,
especially such a one as he whose character is portrayed in
these pages; that man is capable of governing himself ; that
the monarchical system is on its decline. During the late
civil war in the United States we heard repeatedly, and in
many forms of expression, from monarchical Europe that the
experiment of the republican form of government had failed,
that the Great Republic had exploded, and it was so ex-
ultingly announced on the floor of the English Parliament;
and the various Governments of Kurope acted upon this
belief, and conducted their policy regarding the United
States accordingly. But how egregiously they were mis.
taken, the haste with which imperial Napoleon left Mexico
to save the ignominy of being driven out after the *“Great
Republic” hinted he had better leave, and how readily
monarchical England paid over the fifteen millions of dol-
lars on account of her spoliation on republican commerce on
demand, testify.



vi PREFACE.

A common man may have vices or virtues, and these may
be hidden, and when he dies all the good and evil of his
moral character will find oblivion in the grave; not so with
a king, for the effect of his accidental existence lives after
him, and is, for good or bad, the property of the historian.
In illustration of this we have, therefore, seized upon the
private character of George the Fourth, as it is public his-
torical property, and we shall endeavor to work what good
~ we can out of it for the benefit of our fellow man and in the
interest of the REPUBLICAN FORM OF GOVERNMENT; and
perchance, though not expected, our writing may fall be-
neath the royal eye of some European prince—perhaps the
present heir to that throne once occupied by the subject of
these memoirs—and remind him that his transient life, be it
virtuous or sinful, will live after him ; and never minhd how
dark he thinks he keeps his seeret vices, they will be shown
up in all their hideousness by some future historian, as we
now do those of his defunct titular namesake's.

A king is, in the truest sense of the word, a public man;
not only so to his own people but to the world at large—for
his “foreign policy " affects the remotest nations of the earth,
and we have a right to examine and record his existence
and its results as affecting our republican interests as we
judge proper for the good of our fellow citizens.

The chronicles of England exemplify the fact that the
tone of the people’s mind ever harmonized with the charac-
ter of the ruling monarch. The vigorous character of
Elizabeth formed the minds of her subjects to earnest ac-
tions, while Charles 1T, by audacious profligacy, transplanted
almost every foreign vice into his country ; and if England
to-day enjoys the purest Court she ever possessed, it is the
reflex of the beautiful life and character of her pure and
virtuous monarch. J. B.
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THE PRIVATE LIFE OF A KING.

Chapter Livst,

“LET FACTS be submitted to a candid world,” says the
American Declaration of Independence when enumerating
on the many wrongs that were inflicted upon this country
by George III, the immediate progenitor of GEORGE
AUGUSTUS FREDERICK, the subject of these pages. In this
work we propose to recount some facts not enumerated in
that catalogue of grievances, although some of them were
the direct cause of the ¢ repeated injuries and usurpations ”
therein stated.

The first words uttered by George III after he was noti-
fied of the death of the reigning sovereign, and he, conse-
quently, King, were the distinct utterance of A LIE. At
the time he was out riding, when a messenger, who was
sent to tell bim of the death of the King, met him and
informed him that he was sovereign. George did not
reply, but for some reason known to himself turned to his
attendant, and, to their great surprise, said that his horse
had become lame, and he must return to Kew, and,
although his groom assured him to the contrary, he re- .
turned immediately.

A writer observes, ¢ It is singular that the longest reign
in British annals should have commenced with the utter-
ance of an unnecessary and puerile falsehood.”*

- *Cassell. London.
i i
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As George IIT figures extensively in American political
history, and his public acts are well known, we will here
give a slight sketch of his private life, which has net found
comment in our histories, as a prelude to that of his mére
abandoned son, George Guelph, of infamous memory, and

—1let facts be submitted to a candid world.”

George 111, that prince “yyhose character was marked by
every art Whlch may define a tyrant,” was born 4th of
June, 1738, and, in the words of Shakspeare, ¢ scarce half
made up,” as his mother did not go her ¢full time,” for
George IIT did not have strength of brain given him to
carry him through his lifetime, as he was but an idiot the
latter part of his days, and the great losses the British
realms sustained during his reign may be attributed to his
mental incapagcity, occasioned by his being ushered into the
breathing world before his time. However, on this point
there has been some controversy, some denying his legiti-
macy, which his mother explained by his being a “seven
months’ ¢hild.” Not expecting he would live, he was bap-
tized on the day of his birth.

A healthy gardener’s wife was hired to suckle him, and,
like a sensible mother, she took her charge to bed with her,
to the utter dismay of the royal family—a novel and vulgar
familiarity, which was vehemently objected to. ¢ Nay,
nay,” said the good woman, “you may nurse the boy your-
selves.” She was wisely allowed to have her way.

The poet laureate got upon stilts at his birth, and in
grandiloquent rhyme presented his best thanks to Nature
that she did dare to “complete the wondrous man,” George.

After the. usual nursery career, he was consigned to a
governor and his preceptor, and commenced his studies at
about six years of age.

George III did not like some of his early preceptors,
especially Lord Walgrave, and the dislike appears to have
been mutual.* In his Memoirs Walgrave says: I found

* Walpole’s Reign of George II, vol. 1, page 328. £
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His Highness uncommonly full of princely prejudices,
contracted in the nursery, and improved by bedchamber
women and pages of the back stairs.”* So it appears that
‘thus early in his lifé women began to exert an influence

over him. He was very backward in ¢ book learning,” his
mother said, at the age of seventeen. On the other hand,
he was good natured and cheerful.t The Princess, his
mother, knowing well from her own experience of the natu-
ral frailties of the female gex; for she, at the time, was hay-
ing adulterous intercourse with the Earl of Bute.f We will
call things by their right names, not in the tender language
of Capt. Jesse, who, in his ¢ Memoirs of George ITL,” when -
speaking of this well known connection, ¢that it was al-
most universally believed that a tender connection existed
between the Princess Dowager and the Earl of Bute.” It
was not “ believed” only, but universally known, that she
was in sinful communion with Bute., It was greatly to
the interest of the Earl of Bute and his royal paramour to
maintain a commanding influence of the heir apparent, and
they ommitted no means whereby they could attain this
end, and how well they succeeded the independence of this
Republic proves, for it was this undue influence that Bute
gained over the Prince, and maintained while King, who
carried out all his recommendations as minister regarding the
oppression of the colonies.”§ But for Bute's influence over
George III, we might now be but colonies of Great Britain,
and as far behind the age of progress as are now * Her Ma-
Jjesty’s Territories of the New Dominion.” The Prince being
cognizant of the said “ tender relations” existing between
his mother and the Earl of Bute, it is not to be believed

* Walgrave Memoirs.
{ Jesse’s Lifo of George III, vol. 1, page 20.
} Jesse's Life of @rge III, vol. 1, page 25.
§ Memoirs of George IIIL
mLossmg s Field Book of the Revolution. Also Bancroft.)

LRAE
”) suarte
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that he could have lived a very virtuous life with the
females of his mother’s Court and the ¢ women of the bed-
chamber.™ with whom he principally associated, as his
passions were being developed in the full power of man-
hood, for his mother was afraid to trust him in the com-
pany of the maids of honor, whom she intimated * were no
better than they should be.”. Scott, his preceptor, writing
to a lady friend of his, says: ¢ Several of the young ladies
of the Court try to entrap His Royal Highness the Prince
with their fascinations and blandishments, and as. certain
of them are: very alluring they may succeed, for though a
Prince he is but mortal.”

‘When at Polton, afterwards, Mrs. Coldwood  said :
“When Prince George was about eighteen years of age,
I had frequent opportunities of seeing George Scott, and
asked him many questions about the Prince of Wales. He
said he is extremely honest, and has no turn for extrava-
gance, but has great temptations to be gallant with the
ladies, who lay themselves out.in a most shameful manner
to draw him in.” TUsually to the stronger sex has been
attributed the crime of seduction, but here is certainly
historical proof to the contrary, for we see that the Prince
was actually seduced by the Court ladies, who, in the words
of his preceptor, ¢“laid them themselves out” especially for
this purpose, and his preceptor was certainly in a position
to know. :

His favorite among the ladies was his mother’s maid of
honor, the beautiful and fascinating Miss Chudleigh, after-
wards the celebrated Duchess of Kingston, who, as a
writer says, understood the disposition of the Prince,
and a lady (?) whose intimate experience in the intrigues
and gallantries of a Court enabled her to succeed.t The
minister of the King endeavored to neutralize the in-

fluence of the Princess his mother and the Earlof Bute
. *Walpole. + Monthly Magazine. ‘

N

’
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over the heir apparent. To effect this, Walpole, who, as he
says, believed him “young and chaste,” writes, ‘“What
influence might not a youthful bride obtain over the
Prince 7% Suggestions of marrying him to some eligible
Princess, and by such means remove him out of the influ-
ence of the courtly lovers, his mother and Bute.

The Prince was very ungrateful and thankless. His
Aunt Amelia told Horace Walpole that having one day,
when the prince was a boy, done something to please him,
the Princess Dowager said to her, “Madam, you are very
good to my children ; but, madam, if you was to lay down
your life for George, George would not be obliged to you.”t

Lord Chesterfield, who was then training his only son,
not to abandon viee, but to be a gentleman in the practice
of it, pronounced the Prince to be ¢ a most hopeful boy,
gentle, and good natured, with good sound sense.” His
royal grandfather, on the other hand, declared he ¢ was
good for nothing execept to read the Bible to his mother”—
a good, and homely, and not unprincely virtue. The Prince
of Wales was undoubtedly of a less vivacious spirit than
his brother and companion, Edward of York, and certainly
had through life a more corréct sense of propriety. I de-
rive from a note of Mrs. Piozzi’s, written in a eopy of ¢ Wrax-
all’s Memoirs,” which she was annotating, one evidence of
the correctness of the Prince’s conduct, and which evidence
reached Mrs. Piozzi through a cousin attached to the house-
hold of Prince Frederick. ¢The Princess was sitting one
day of her early widowhood, pensive and melancholy, her
two eldest sons were playing about the room. ¢Brother,
said the second boy (Edward, Duke of York,) when you and
I are men grown, you shall be married, and I will keep a
mistress” *Be quiet, Eddy, replied the Prince of Wales,
- ¢we shall have anger presently for your nonsense. There

*Walpolg’s George ITI. See also Lord Chesterfield.
1 Last Journals of Horace Walpole, vol. 1, page 11L
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must be no mistresses at all’ ¢ What you say ? cries old (?)
Augusta, ¢ you more need learn your pronouns, as the pre-
ceptor bid yondo. Can you tell whatis a pronoun?. ‘Yes,
very well, replicd Prinee Edward, ¢a pronoun is to a noun
what a mistress is to a wife—a substitute and a represent-
ative 'Whatever parts the Prince’s tutors may have had,
one of their pupils, at least, was not without a lively knowl-
edge of the world. . The Dowager Princess had reason to be
afraid of the manners of the age—here was one of her caged
birds with the audacity of a page, and an insight into social
arrangements that would have made him popular with the
Mormons had that polygamous sect then existed.

‘Walpole again urged the necesgity of marrying the Prince
in order to counteract the influence of Bute and the Prince
of Wales. The King entered into the views of Walpole, and
said it would perhaps be politic to “ amuse the Prince with
matrimony.” Thus did the old King speak of God’s most
sacred ordinance as amusement only, not as a holy sacrament,
merely a pastime for princely amusement,

In 1754 the Prince exhibited evidence of his constltu-
tional warmth of temperament and the susceptibility to the
fascinations of female loveliness, by falling desperately in
love with a very obscure individual, no less a personage
than a discreet and amiable young Quakeress, the lovely
Hannah Lightfoot. This is the first known amour of his
outside the palace walls, and around which there has been
thrown a great deal of romance and mystery. A peculiar
interest has been attracted to this affair, deserved partly
from the youth of the parties and the previous history of
the young lady. A strange mystery hangs over the fate
of the beautiful girl, who, whatever may have been her
secrets or her sorrows, she carried them unshared to her
grave.t

* Doran’s Princess of Wales.
+ Memoirs of George IIL. Jesse: London, 1867,
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There was a % Secret History of the Court of George II1”
printed in London, but telling too many unpalatable truths
regarding the royal household, and containing courtly se-
_crets; it was immediately suppressed. In:that “Secret

History ” are some details given regarding the particulars
of the elopement and marriage of Hannah Lightfoot. It is
stated that she was married by a Dr. Wilmot, and that his
royal' brother witnessed the ceremony; this Dr. Wil-
mot was also asserted to be the famous Junius. Another
statement is that she was married by a certain Rev. Mr.
Keith in the same place, the Curzon Street Chapel ; while it
has been denied they were ever married at all. ' There are
persons now living claiming to be the legitimate descend-
ants of this marriage; and if so, as the marriage took place
before the enactment of the ¢ Royal Marriage Act,” wherein
the laws of God are assumed to be annulled by act of Par-
liament, the legitimacy of the present incumbent of the
throne of England, Victoria I, can well be questioned.

The family of Hannah Lightfoot originally came to Lon-
don from Yorkshire; her father was a respectable trades-
man, residing at Execution Dock, Wapping, in the east—a
district sufficiently remote and obscure, one would have
thought, to have preserved his daughter from the tempta-
tions of aCourt. Unfortunately, however, she had an
uncle in business of the name of Wheeler, who resided
near St. James’ Palace. It was in his house she was
destined to press the pillow of innocence for the last time,
and it was here the Prince of Wales accidentally saw her
for the first time.  He returned to the palace after this first
view of her wondrous beauty despérately in love. He
thought of her constantly, and after concealing his passion
for some time resolved to possess himself of her, so he

" called into requisition the services of his palace favorite,
who had been enjoying secretly his ¢tender passion,” the
lovely Miss Chudleigh, who was afterwards the too cele-
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brated Duchess of Kingston,* alady who was very skill-
ful in such affairs, and had an intimate experience in the in-
trigues and gallantries of the Court. After calling on the
young Quakeress a number of times, she opened her ¢ first
parallel 7 against the virtuous citadel heart of the confiding
girl. . She dazzled her eyes, and the youthful imagination of
her intended victim. = Unfortunately, the young and incon-
siderate girl listened to the courtly siren, and she eventu-
ally persuaded her to leave her family and forsake the home
of her youth. ;

There are copious details given in a history published in
London, in 1832, of this love affair of the Prince. The
work was entitled “ A Secret History of the Court of Eng.
land from the Time of George III to the Death of George
IV,” which was immediately suppressed by the Govern-
" ment as soon as it made its appearance, as the facts treated
of were of too momentous import to the Government to
be allowed to circulate. The writer was said to be Lady
Anne Hamilton, but as the authority is not considered reli-
able we will not quote them. It has been asserted that when
Hannah left her uncle’s house it was with the distinet un-
derstanding that she was to be married lawfully to the
Prince, that she on no account was to be his mistress.
Missing their child, her parents advertised her in the Lon-
don newspapers, but to no purpose. i

The young Quakeress’ charms were said to have had such
potency in them that the Prince privately married his beau-
tiful idol at Curzon Street Chapel, May Fair, in the year
1759.f Where the Prince and the fairy kept household is
not on record, but the romance goes circumstantially into
details, the chief of which relate to the alleged offspring of
this supposed marriage, to the awakening of the Prince from
his dream, and to the subsequent marriage of the well en-
dowed fairy with a conveniently found swain.

* Monthly Magazine, vol. 2, page 532.
t Doran’s Lives of the Princes of Wales, page 507.
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About the history, however, of Hannah Lightfoot there
still rests an impenetrable mystery. At the time of her dis-
appearance from the house * at the corner of Market Street,
St. James’ Market,” she was the guest of her uncle Wheeler.
The tradition still existing in her family is, that she left the
house in St. James’ to marry a “Mr. Axford,” a perfect
stranger to all but herself, at Keith’s Chapel, in May Fair;
and that, in spite of every inquiry, she was never seen nor
heard of afterwards by her relatives. Yet.it is known that
she sat to Sir Joshua Reynolds for her portrait; and it is
not unreasonably supposed that this must have been by
order-of her royal lover. This fine work still exists at
Knolle Park, Kent, and is described as the portrait of ¢ Mrs.
Axford.” One would certainly like to know what became
of this shy but successful young Quakeress. The secret
must be with some one, however, for it is affirmed that the
wife of one of the Prytherchs of Abergole is her grand-
daughter.*

The marriage has been as positively denied as it has been
strenuously asserted; and it is impossible at this late
day to ascertain the truth with certainty. But it is well
known that the lovers kept house together; that they were
devotedly attached to each other; and it is added by some
authorities that there were children born to them. - In the
progress of time, however, George became indifferent to the
sedate and monotonous charms of the Quakeress, and she
was disposed of by being married to Axford, who received
her and her very considerable dower without asking any
impertinent or inconvenient questions. From that period
Hannah and her subsequent fate disappear beneath the
shadows of oblivion.

The fair and fascinating Lady Sarah Lennox was the next
object of the affectionate regard of the young Prince. On a
certain occasion the tragedy of “Jane Shore” was enacted at

* Notes and Queries, 1856, vol. 1, page 322.
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Holland House. Charles Fox represented Hastings, and
Sarah Lennox played the part of the unfortunate yet beau-
tiful heroine of the piece. Her acting was so natural and
affecting, and her personal charms were so powerful, that
she completely stormed the heart of the susceptible Prince,
who witnessed her performance; and had she not been a
subject, her lover would have led her to the altar, and
possessed her honorably. It was affirmed that a “tender
connection ” existed between them outside of legal wedlock.
At the present day no positive evidence exists of this fact,
but, looking at all the circumstances, it is presumed such
connection did exist.

Lady Sarah Lennox was only seventeen years of age when
her fascinating charms and bewildering beauty captivated
the heart of the young Prince. This is not to be wondered
at, for she was universally acknowledged to be the most beau-
tifullady of title in England. Edward IV, or the Blue Beard
Harry VIII, would have married her publicly and placed
her on the throne until their loves were sated, regardless of
all consequences. Charles IT’s course would probably have
been, judging from his reckless character, to have se-
duced her. 'What course this Prince adopted to possess
hér is in doubt, some writers asserting there was no illicit
connection, while the chroniclers of the time say there was.*

Walpole affirms that the young lady was beautiful be-
yond conception, and that her loveliness and expression were
above the reach of artists to emulate. This peerless fair
one’s mother, the PDuchess of Richmond, was more beauti-
ful than even her danghter Lady Sarah, or her other two
daughters, one of whom became the mother of Charles FFox;
the other, of the unfortunate Lord Edward Fitzgerald.
The lady who had touched the Prince’s heart so nearly was
about seven years his junior, but the legend will have it
that he made her an offer of marriage, which she accepted,

* Selwin and His Correspondence. London, 1843.
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and, as some say, was married. It must have been a short
lived and secret honeymoon, however brilliant a romance,
for when Lady Sarah appeared publicly at her royal
lover’s wedding, when she was only in her eighteenth year,
it was not as bride, but as bridesmaid! She found speedy
consolation, too, in marrying Sir T. C. Bunbury, and subse-
quently the Hon. George Napier. The eldest child of this
marriage was the gallant soldier, Sir Charles Napier, whose
“very existence” is described by his brother, Sir William,
as being an “offence to royal pride.” Thus the Napiers
seems to have held that the Lady and not the Prince was
to blame. An antagonism, almost comical, was established
on the Napier side. 'When the two respective eldest sons of
the two marriages once met at Court, the son of Lady Sarah’s
old lover (George Augustus, Prince of Wales) “took the
* liberty” of calling Lady Sarah’s son, % Charles!” A grace-
ful condescension which the latter young man, then nine-
teen, notified to his mother with an ungenerous, ¢ Marry,
come up, my dirty cousin.”

It has been often said by those who mshed to damage
the character of Charles Fox, that he employed very active
inftuence in the love passages which passed between Lady
Sarah Lennox and the Prince of Wales, about the year 1760;
and that this influence turned to induce the Prince to marry
that fair cousin of young Charles. It is not likely, even if he
were in the secret of the existence of thelove, that he wasin
the confidence of the lovers; or that he could have exer-
cised any influence at all in an affair of such delicacy.

As the Prince manifested too erratic a disposition in his
amours, the King and his advisers bethought themselves to
“amuse” him with marriage, and an eligible bride was
sought for.

Various persons were suggested in this emergency. The
mother of the Prince, and Lord Bute, who already occupied
the questionable relation toward her which afterwards led to
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his elevation to the premiership, were in favor of a member
of the house of Saxe-Gotha, to which she herself belonged.
But George IT declared, in no very delicate manner, that
he had had enough of that family already. At length Co-
lonel Graeme, a Hanoverian favorite of the monarch, was
despatched to the comtinent with orders to visit all the
German courts without divulging his purpoese; to scruti-
nize the merits and peculiarities of the several eligible prin-
cesses, and report the results of his observations. In the
exceution of this commission, the Colonel happened to pass
a few days at the famous baths of Pyrmont. There were
collected together a number of noble families for the pur-
pose of enjoying the salutary effects of the waters. Eti-
quette and formality were in a great mecasure thrown aside;
and delicate and fair young ladies, who at home were
models of obedience to the rigors of an iron restraint and
formality, enjoyed themselves with a perfect and healthful
freedom. Among the handsomest and wildest of these
enfranchised young slaves were the two daughters of the
Dawager Duchess of Mecklenburg Strelitz. The vigilant
Colonel soon became sensible of the superior beauty and in-
telligence of the younger of these ladies, the Princess Char-
lotte Sophia, and immediately fell vicariously in love with
her. He sent information directly to the Court of London
of the important discovery which he had made; expatiated
at length upon the merits of the Princess; and thus be-
came the means of eventually providing a Queen for Eng-
land. Nor does the choice of the acute Colonel appear to
have been a bad one. Charlotte was the daughter of
Charles Louis, the Duke of Mirow, the second son of the
Duke of Mecklenburg Strelitz. She was born in May, 1744.
She had, in her earlier youth, been instructed by Madame
de Grabon, who has generally been termed the German
Sappho. She had been carefully educated by Dr. Geitzner
in Lutheran theology, in natural histery, and other uscful
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sciences. She was a good linguist, a good musician, and
an admirable dancer. She was a young lady of sense and
spirit; and to all these charms she added the less impalpa-
ble ones of a very intelligent and pleasing countenance,
and a figure of medium size, perfect in its mould and pro-
portions. After the death of George II, and the accession
of his grandson, the latter commumcated to his couneil his
approaching marriage in July,1761. At first the announce-
ment was not received with any great enthusiasm either by
the Cabinet or by the people; for Mecklenburg Strelitz was
one of the most insignificant of the many insignificant
principalities of Germany, and unworthy of the connection.
But soon everybody became reconciled to an event to which
indeed there could be no valid objection; and Lord Har-
court was deputed to visit Strelitz, and demand the hand of
the young Princess in form. There were few or no difficul-
ties in the way. A favorable answer was readily given.
The treaty of marriage was signed at Strelitz on the 15th
of August; and the Earl of Hardwicke was sent to convey
the intended Queen to England. He was accompanied by
two ladies of extraordinary beauty, the Duchesses of Ham-
ilton and Ancaster. The Princess was astonished, as she
well might be, when she first beheld the fair companions of
her voyage, and inquired with some apprehension if there
were many such beautiful women in the English Court.
These ladies had, in fact, no rivals in this respect in Eng-
land; yet even in their presence the graceful and talented
young bride of George III need not have been in the least
degree discouraged.

The bride traversed the channel in the fleet commanded
by Admiral Anson. The passage was stormy but not dan-
gerous. Having at length disembarked at Harwich, she
commenced her journey toward London, accompanied by a
large retinue of noble ladies and their attendants, who had
been sent to meet her. She retained her buoyant spirits
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until she arrived in view of the Palace of St. James, where
her public presentation was to take place. Here for the
first time she became somewhat disconcerted and grew pale.
The Duchess of-Hamilton endeavored to cheer her, when
she replied: ¢ My dear Duchess, you may laugh, you have
been married twice; but it’s no joke to me!”

On the 8th of September, 1761, the marriage took place
at near midnight, in the Chapel Royal at St, James. His
love, Lady Sarah Lennox, was one of the bridesmaids, and
it is said he cast frequent glances on her during the cere-
mony—at the termination of which they all repaired to the
drawing room. Walpole said Lady Sarah Lennox looked
charming.* The King appeared to regret his choice, and, if
his heart was known, was wishing his bride was Lady Sarah
instead of the Princess. It was gently hinted to the Queen
bride that the “XKing liked keeping early hours.” She re-
plied, ¢ Qu'elle ne voulait passe coucher avec les poulets.”’t

The bride showing no disposition for retiring, the Duke
of Cumberland plainly intimated that the Princess Augusta
and himself were becoming sleepy, the young Queen took
the hint and expressed her readiness to retire, Shrinking
from that repulsive ceremony of ¢bedding,” she had stipu-
lated that no one should accompany her to the bridal apart-
ment but the Princess Dowager and her two German wait-
ing maids, and no person admitted to the nuptial chamber
but the King,} wishing to avoid the license which was usu-
ally practised in the bridal chamber of royalty, which we
have described in another part of this work. The following
day at the levee, the King having remarked to Lord Hard-
wicke that it was a ¢ very fine day.” ¢ Yes, sire,” said the
old Chancellor, with a significant smile, ¢ and it was a very
fine night.” Even Lord Bute, despite his natural pompos- -
ity, let off a quizzical jest at His Majesty. His daughter,
* Walpole's letters, vol. 3, puge 434, 4 Jesse's Reign of George IIL

} Walpole's Reign of Geargo IIT.
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Lady Margaret Stuart, had been married but the day-before
to Sir James Lowther. ¢My Lord Oxford,” said he to the
King, ‘“has laid a bet that your Majesty will be a father
before Sir James.” ¢“Tell my Lord Oxford,” said the King,
“that I shall be glad to go him halves.” It may be re-
marked here that the King would have been winner had his
offer been accepted.* His marriage proved very prolific,
which the overburdened taxpayers of England afterwards
discovered to their cost.

The marriage life of George III was quite regular. His
amours thereafter he managed to keep secret, with the ex-
ception of that with the Dowager Duchess Hamilton, who
appears to have for awhile alienated his affections from his
lawful spouse. He could not conceal his wanderings from
his legitimate Court, and his wife soon mistrusted him, and
discovered the beautiful cause in the person of the lovely
widow of the Duke of Hamilton. This lady had won the
hand of James, the Duke, when she was simply the beauti-
ful and attractive little Elizabeth [dunning. She was at
this period even more attractive as a widow than she was
as a belle, and, consequently, drew over to her for awhile
the affections of the King. The Queen manifested her jeal-
ousy, and it was remarked by the Court.t No doubt the
well applied Caudle Lectures by the injured spouse was the
cause of his sudden reformation in this respect. After chil-
dren were born to him, and he found a large family growing
up around him, he became a patron of good morals, and en-
deavored to reform the morals of the higher dignitaries of
the Church, as the English clergy, from the Bishops down,
had, from the examples of their sovereigns, become very
loose in their morals, and many of the stipendiaries of the
Church were known to keep mistresses, to the great scandal
of religion. He wrote a letter to Dr. Cornwallis, the Arch-
bishop of Canterbury, and a relative of our American. his-

* Walpole. { Jesse’s Reign of George IIL
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torical character of ‘surrender” fame, regarding the Bac-
chanalian scenes carried on at the Archiepiscopal Palace of
Lambeth: “T hold these levities and vain dissipations,” he
wrote, “as utterly inexpedient to pass in a residence for
many centuries devoted to divine studies and religious re-
tirement; and from the dissatisfaction I hold these impro-
prieties, not to speak in harsher terms, I trust you will sup-
press them immediately.”

As were the prelates, such in a great measure were the
inferior clergy, some stooping even to theft. At a drawing
room held by the Queen in 1777, Cumberland, who was
present, asserts that a nobleman had his Order, which was
encircled with diamonds worth seven hundred pounds,
snatched from his ribbon; and he believed the theft to
have been committed by a clergyman who stood near him,
but one of such high position that he did not dare charge
him with it. Another attempt was made on a similar oc-
casion to tear off the: diamond guard of the sword of the
Prince of Wales, which was of great value; and in this in-
stance the known but unpunished offender was a clergy-
man of the Established Church. Dr. Dodd received no
mercy from the King, when convicted of forgery and con-
demned to death, inasmuch as the monarch was resolved to
make an impressive example of him to the recreant order of
men to whom he belonged. Their notorious vices and un-
worthiness led to the beneficent reforms introduced by Wes-
ley and Whitfield, and which endure to the present day.
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Chapter wwu:

Tur eldest son of George III, the infamous Prince of
‘Wales, was born at St. James’ on the 12th of August, 1762.

1t will little interest Americans (for whom this book is
written) to enter into a full detail of the genealogical history
of the liouse of Brunswick to prove his royal descent from
¢ Caius (Ttius, the old Roman whd lived some time about
the fourth century,” or either to follow the-old chronicles
back to the time of Charlemagne to prove his noble blood,
. when every page of the followiug record goes to prove hlm,}
wheén weighed in the scales of moral humanity, to be not.
only an ordinary man, but in the words of a eontemporane-
ous historian, a ¢beast of a man”* Although, as is well
known, the inhabitants of monarchial countries attach great
importance to hereditary rank and descent, and that a
man without a genealogical tree is without a character; in
our liberal Republic we care little for this—the tree .we
judge only by its fruits. Americans care not who a man’s
remote ancestors were, or how far into the misty depths of
the past the bifurcation of his genealogical tree may ex-
tend, so long as the individual himself is honest and up-
right, and suited to the station, either public or private, he
may be called to occupy.

However, the history of the immediate progemtors of our
subject, George Guelph, is part of the history of our own
country, for he it was that our forefathers in the Declara-
tion of Imdependence stamped as a “ Prince whose charac-
ter was marked by every act which may define a tyrant, and
unfit to be the ruler.of a free people.”

2 * Percival’s Reflections.
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As the public and political acts of George III bearing
upon the history of our country are pretty well defined in
our nation’s documents, and well known to every American
schoolboy, we propose here to enter a little into the private
history of this scion of the house of Brunswick which is not
80 well known. .

George Guelph is given no prominence in the history of
the United States, when he is, in fact, the first cause of our
becoming an independent nation. When old King George
IIT awakened to the fact, by the birth of his first child, that
he was likely to have a large and expensive family, also that
the new Prince must have a proper “royal establishment,”
and that this would take money, and not wishing to draw
upon his own civil list, he inquired of his new Lord Chancel-
lor, George Grelwllle, who had just assumed the powers of
his office, how money could be procured, what new taxes
could be imposed on his now over taxed subjects. Grenville,
in considering the question, replied, the nation could not
bear any further burdens, and proposed to the King to im-
pose a tax on his American colonies. ¢ Cassell’s Illustrated
History” says that ¢ Grenville, a plain man, of no remarkable
talent, thus inaugurated the first remarkable act of his ad-
ministration by passing the Stamp Aect, by which he lost
us America.” ; So none of the millions squandered by that,
profligate Prince of Wales, as detailed in this work, was
ever wrung from Americans. Our brave ancestors spent
¢« millions for defence” in a bloody war, but ¢ not one cent
for tribute ” towards a *royal establishment.”

When troubles with the American colonies were culmin-
ating, the old King was determined to have money, and in-
sisted on his ministers in demanding from Parliament a
half million of pounds ($2,500,000) to defray some extra
debts incurred by the birth of our subject and his royal
brothers, who required ¢ royal establishments ” to aid them
in breathing the free air of this world. The ¢ civil list” at



THE PRIVATE LIFE OF A KING. 27

this time, without the royal perquisites, was eight hundred
thousand pounds a year, but the King and Queen, with
most reckless disregard of economy, lavished the gold,
wrung from the toiling taxpayers, on all sides in their
luxurious existence. = It was shown for the one item of the
Royal coach there had been charged seven thousand five
hundred and sixty two pounds!* His faithful Commons
voted him the amount. Only think of the American Presi-
dent sending into Congress a demand for this item alone,
among others: ¢ For coach and horses,” thirty-seven
thousand eight hundred and ten dollars!! What®vould
the opponents of “back grab” say to that? J

To Americans the following description ‘of a royal ac-
couchement will undoubtedly prove interesting, having been
drawn from the public prints of the time:

Agreeably to the state of etiquette, which has always
been observed on the accouchement of the Queen of Eng-
land ever since the birth of the son, or pretended son, of
James 11, the great officers of state are always summoned
to attend the birth of a royal infant; and on the occasion
of the birth of George IV there were present the Princess
Dowager of Wales, the Archbishop of Canterbury, the
Duke of Devonshire, the Duke of Rutland; the Lords
Hardwicke, Huntingdon, Talbot, Halifax, Bute, Masham
and Cantalupe, and all the ladies of the bedchamber, and
the maids of honor. The whole party assembled in a room
adjoining to that of the Queen, having the door open
leading into it—the lords arranging themselves at the
greatest possible distance—the ladies having no other re-
stri¢tion placed upon them than to preserve a solemn si-
lence, the accomplishment of which was a task of almost
insuperable difficulty. Delicacy had, in those days, so far
the ascendancy that the obstetrical art was prinecipally
practised by females, and on this occasion the Queen was

* Cassell’s History of England.
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delivered by Mrs. Stephen, Dr. Hunter being in attendance
amongst the ladies of the bedchamber and maids of honor,
in case of his professional assistance being required.

Her Majesty was delivered exactly at twenty-four min-
utes after seven o’clock P. M., having been in labor above
two hours. A messenger was immediately despatched to
the King with the pleasing intelligence, and so delighted
was he with the news that he presented the bearer of it
with $2,500 (£500,) which, of course, came out of the
pockets eventnally of the good taxpayers of the realm.

Thé*Privy Council assembled with all possible despatch,
and it was ordered that a settled form of prayer for the
Queen’s safe delivery should be prepared by his Grace the
Archbishop of Canterbury, to be used within the Bills of
Mortality on the following Sunday, and throughout the
King’s dominions the Sunday after it had been received by
the respective ministers. 3

Nothing can mark more strongly the character of a mon-
archical nation than the periodical publications that were
put forth on this occasion. The Queen refused all medical
assistance from the other sex, and was attended by a Mrs.
Stephen. The obstetric science was then but faintly under-
stood, for Dr. Denman, of London, had mot written his
famous work on -midwifery; and reference.was always
made to the ancients from Aristotle to Galen, and from
him to the doctors of the Sorbonne. Hence the press had
teemed with numerous speculations, or rather propheecies, |
upon her Majesty, some not very delicate ; and whilst a few
denied her being enceinte, others entered into peripherical
phenomena, and pretended to predict the sex and future
destinies of the child. Mrs. Draper, who was the royal
nurse, had published a pamphlet upon the subject; but
such matter would not be tolerated amongst us at present,
and we must dismiss such subjects as features of an age
gone by. Slander was mixed up with these publica-
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tions ; and when the Queen appeared at the installation of
the Garter at St. George’s Hall, Windsor Castle, four
weeks after her accouchement, several violent articles were
written upon the indelicacy of so early an appearance;
whilst she, on the other hand, was defended by her friends,
upon the plea of the customs of her country being different
from those of England. A man who then-ruled London,
with respect to opinion, as powerfully as the King himself
—+the Rev. Mr. Simpson—preached against the Queen’s in-
delicacy ; but he was answered in a pamphlet by the Rev.
Dr. Vandergucht, who cited all that could be found upon
the subject from the Bible: and although any quotation of
that description was then omnipotent, still the doctor’s
Dutch name was mistaken by the vulgar for German—he
was considered as & partisan of the Germans, and met with
. very severe usage from the populace.

The birth of the Prince diffused a general joy throughout
the nation,and congratulatory addresses were voted to ¢ their
Majesties” by both Houses of Parliament, by the city of Lon-
don, the two Universities, and the other great bodies corpo-
rate of the kingdom. We shall not, however, occupy our
pages with the transeription of any of these addresses, for,
considered as mere matters of form, they are unworthy of
notice, and as the vehicles of the most fulsome adulation
and bombastic panegyric they would be the objeets of
ridienle and contempt to American readers.

The young Prince soon became the object of general solicit-
ation, and for the gratification of the public it was announced,
before he was twelve days old, that his Royal Highness Was'
to be seen at St. James’, from one o’clock till three, on draw-
ing room days. The crowd of ladies whom this offer
tempted to flock to Court to see the royal infant and taste
her Majesty’s caudle and cake soon became immense; the
daily expense for cake alone was estimated at $200 (£40,)
and the consumption of wine was greater than could have
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been expected. All persons of title and fashion were per-
mitted to enter the sacred presence of royalty and gaze
.upon the little seion of Brunswick, but under important rules
and restrictions, laid down by the Grand Master of Cere-
monies, partly as follows: ¢ Visitors must step with great
caution and as noiselessly as possible.”. ¢ Visitors mustnot
touch the royal infant.” For the better protecting his sacred
person from the vulgar contact, a kind of Chinese sereen was
set up across the room, through the lattice of which only
were the visitors allowed to gaze on his sacred person. “Oh,
ain’t he beautiful”? “How sweet!” ¢Oh, how I would like
to kiss him!”* and other suppressed exclamations were heard
from the admiring female visitors.

How little did those ladies imagine that that little bundle
of humanity would eventually become one of the greatest
seducers of their sex the world has ever known.

The eldest son of the King of Great Britain is known as
the Prince of "Wales, but he is not born to the title, but is
always created such after his birth by ¢ royal letters patent.”
So, on the fifth day after the birth of little George, a grand
ceremony was had for the investiture. We will not go into
all the details of the ceremony, but merely state that the
“gold verge,” ¢ cap coronet,” ¢ great seal,” ¢ gold ring,” etc.,
ete., did their duty on the occasion, and the young infant
was duly created Prince of Wales.

It may be as well to state here the titles he was born to.
Besides being the heir apparent to the erown of Great Brit-
ain, he was likewise hereditary Steward of Scotland, Duke
of Rothsay, Earl of Carrick, Baron of Renfrew, and Duke
of Cornwall. ~This last title is very important, as the rev-
enues of the Duchy of Cornwall are very extensive, and the
Prince of Wales is entitled to them from the day of his birth.

It may be interesting to American citizens of Irish birth
to know that among the numerous titles of the Prince of
Wales he enjoys no Irish honors or titles.

* Life of George IV. London.
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On the 18th of September the royal infant went through
the important ceremony of baptism in the great council
chamber of the Palace. The ceremony was performed by
the Archbishop of Canterbury, the Dukes of Cumberland, of
Devonshire, and the Duke of Mecklenburg Strelitz being
godfathers; the Dowager Princess of Wales being god-
mother. Here certainly was enough of paternity and ma-
ternity to have kept this royal child in the paths of rectitude
and virtue in his more mature age; but they must have
been sadly deficient in earrying out the behoofs of their
office as prescribed by the rules of the Church and exempli-
fied in the after life of their royal godehild.

The important consideration of settling the royal infantile
establishment.was now determined by the appointment of
the following persons to office as follows:

Lady Charlotte Finch, Grand Governes%k\‘;i\) ¢ .
Mrs. Henrietta Coultworth, Deputy Géveggogs W&
Mrs, Scott, Dry Nurse. AN "o

Mrs. Chapman, Necessary Woman. e 4y W
Mrs. Dodson, First Rocker. ’3:'?!,} f £34)
Jane Simpson, Second Rocker., Ontar {a

Who was the canfatrice or chanter of the lullabies, history
saith not, but we opine that the most necessary and import-
ant of these offices, when taking the age of our illustrions
subject into consideration, must have been the “necessary
woman.” : !

Royalty robs a mother of one of her sweetest enjoyments,
it being eontrary to royal etiquette for a Queen of England
to suckle her own child.

Just before the Prince became three years of age, he was
called upon to go through his first official act; accordingly
he was tutored and drille@ for a week or so in advance. He
* was to reply to a public address presented from the Society
of Ancient Britons, who were to appear before him to solicit
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his patronage for an institution of charity attached to their
principality, from which he derives his title, Prince of Wales.

After much drilling and rehearsing he learned to speak his
little pieee; so, on St. David’s Day, the 1st of March, 1765,
the governors, officers, and members of the angust Society
of Ancient Britons appeared before his royal infantile pres-
ence and presented the address. ¢ Your royal parents,”
said that important document, “ remember no period of their
lives too early for doing good; and when a few years shall
have called forth your virtues into action, your Royal High-
ness may perhaps reflect with satisfaction npon your faith-
ful Ancient Britons thus laying themselves at your feet.”

The Prince then stood on his little feet and replied:
“ Gentlemen, I thank you for this mark of your duty to the
King, and wish prosperity to the charity,” The journals of
the day, announced with a great flourish that the noble
Prince delivered his reply with great dignity and propriety, -
and that his action was admirable. At the conclusion of
these interesting infantile ceremonies, the little Prince was
handed a purse containing $500 (£100,) which he donated
to the treasury of the “Society of Ancient Britons.”

In 1765 the Prince was made a Knight Companion of the
“most noble Order of the Garter,” and in 1766 was inocu-
lated for the smallpox.

It was on the 25th of October, 1769, that the Prince of
‘Wales, then only in- his seventh year, Wlth his brothers and
sister, the Bishop of Osnaburg (the Duke of York,) Prince
‘William, and the Princess Royal, held their first drawing
room ; the latter was only then in her second year; and eer-
tainly it could only have entered into the head of a German
Princess, who had been accustomed to infantine drawing
rooms, to place the children of the King of England in such
a truly ridiculous situation. Thé" historians of those days
inform us that the young Princes received the company
with the utmost grace and affability ; but, on the other hand,
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the earicaturists were not idle, for there is a caricature in
existence, in which, in ridicule of these infantine drawing
rooms, the Prince of Wales is made to enter the room with
a kite on his back, the Bishop of Osnaburg with his hobby
horse between his legs, Prince William is spinning his top,
and the Princess Royal is behind a screen receiving some
very indispensable assistance from her nursery woman. The
ridicule with which these drawing rooms was received soon
induced the Queen to discontinue them; and, indeed, Her
Majesty found it a difficult matter to persuade either the
Prince of Wales or the Bishop of Osnaburg to attend them;
and on one occasion, when the royal youths were engaged
in a game of cricket, and were called upon to dress for the
drawing room, they returned a message that the company
were to wait till the game was over.

A Prince is not educated like a common individual. He
must have certain peculiar preceptors, who receive dictum
from the King. Parliament appears to have nothing to do
with this all important office, although it can limit the set-
tlement of the crown and arrange marriages of the royal
family. The education of Princes is a prerogative of the
King, of which the two Houses have noright tointerfere. The
education of the Prince of Wales was conducted on a plan
calculated to-make him both a respectable and a polished
scholar, to.outward appearance; but, on the other hand, it
was not calculated to make him a wise Prince or a great
monarch. Dr. Markham was his accredited preceptor, and
Lord Bruce was appointed his governor. Some changes
were afterwards made. Dr. Markham was succeeded by Dr.
Hurd ; afterwards he had Dr. Jackson, and Markham was
dismissed. There was some difference between the gover-
nor and the tutor as to the studies of the royal pupil. The
plan of the Prince’s education as followed by Dr. Markham
was laid down by the King himself.. It was conducted with
too much austerity—with too little regard to the great prac-

9%
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tical principles of common life. The moment the education
was considered completed, and the Prince freed from his
studies, he felt as a prisoner released from confinement, and,
like any boy out of school, he was wild and eccentriec. He
had been unwisely debarred from the natural pleasures of
youth, and when free plunged headlong into the pleasures
and dissipations of London society.

Upon finishing his education, and being released from the
control of his tutors, a number of persons of a perfectly op-
posite character were in waiting to celebrate his freedom,
and administer to his gratification and delight. Among
them the nation must ever lament were certain individuals
celebrated for the splendor of their talents and vices, and
in their earliest intercourse with the Prince much more
ready to corrupt his morals by the one than to enlarge and
elevate his mind by the other.

Here we cateh the first glimpse of the cause of those
painful misunderstandings which took place between the
then sovereign and the heir apparent. The early friends
of the Prince were in avowed opposition to the Government,
and they soon infused their hatred of ministers and their
jealousy of the King into the unsuspecting mind and sus-
ceptible heart of their illustrious companion. On political
grounds alone the King had reason to be incensed at their
influence over his son; but when to this we add the moral
injury they were inflicting on one whom the pious father
wished above all things to train for God and his country,
we cannot wonder that, wounded by their arts on his royal,
his paternal, and his Christian feelings, he should have set
his face against the men, and treated with riger the son
who had made them his companions.

It cannot, however, be denied that on those points in
which the preceptors of the Prince were answerable their
duty was well performed. On attaining the years of ma-
jority he was unquestionably the most accomplished young
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Prince in Europe. His knowledge of the ancient languages
was eorrect and extensive, and of the modern dialects.
He could converse with ease and fluency in I'rench, Ger-
man, and Italian. His attainments as a polite scholar were
so universally admitted that it is unnecessary here to dwell
upon them further than to observe that the best English
writers, particularly the poets, were familiar to His Royal
Highness; and that on all subjects relating to belles lettres
there were few critics who possessed a purer taste or a more
refined judgment.

In those accomplishments, which may be deemed rather
elegant than necessary, he had made a proficiency equally
striking. He had cultivated the science of music with great
suceess, and, considered with that indulgence which is
always due to an amateur, he excelled both as a vocal and
as an instrumental performer. His taste in the fine arts
has in many instances been strikingly exemplified, and the
interest which he took, at a subsequent period, in their
prosperity may be judged from the munificence with which
his artists have ever been rewarded.

The manner in which the birthday of Prince George was
celebrated at Windsor, in the year 1781, is thus deseribed
in a letter from Windsor:

¢ We had the most brilliant company here yesterday of
any this season. Great numbers of the nobility and gentry
of both sexes came to compliment their Majesties and the
royal family on the Prinee’s birthday. In the evening
the terrace was so crowded that the King, Queen, and
Princesses did not walk more than half an hour, and then
went into their apartments. ’

“The public celebration of this day of festivity did not
commence till this morning, when there was a review in the
park and firing volleys. About two o’clock the royal family
went from the Queen’s house to an apartment in one of the
towers, whilst the terrace underneath was crowded with



36 THE PRIVATE LIFE OF A KING.

the greatest number of nobility of both sexes seen together
for many years. The Yorkshire Volunteers, commanded by
Lord Fauconberg, were drawn up on King Charles’ Bowl-
ing Green about three o’clock, and fired a few de joie, which
was followed by three cheers from the battalion, who imme-
diately formed into files and marched off with their colors
lowered in honor of the royal presence.

- “After this, their Majesties and the Prince of Wales,
with the rest of the royal family, proceeded to St. George’s
Hall, where they dined with about eighty of the nobility;
and in the evening there was a grand ball at the Castle,
which did not break up till five the next morning, and was
remarkably brilliant and crowded. Windsor was also illu-
minated at night, and the day closed with bonfires and
other demonstrations of joy.

“'The entertainment was upon the same plan as those
given by the King at the Queen’s Palace, with this differ-
ence, that the three tables were in one room, viz., St.
George’s Hall. The King and Queen, Prince Edward,
Princess Royal, Princess Augusta, and Princess Elizabeth,
Duchess of Argyll, Ladies Effingham, Egremont, and Wey-
mouth, supped at a small table facing the company under
a canopy.

“At the second table was the Prince of Wales, Lady
Augusta Campbell on one side, and. one of the young.
Ladies Dunmore on the other side; the Duke of Cumber-
land, Duke of Dorset, Marquis of Graham, and all the
young nobility that danced.

¢ At the third table were the Dukes of Queensberry and
Montagu, Lords North, Boston, Weymouth, Southampton,
ete. ; Ladies Clarendon, Boston, Fauconberg, North, Dun-
more, Courtown, etec. There were thirty-four covers at each
table.

¢“The Prince of Wales danced with Lady Augusta Camp-
bell ; the Duke of Cumberland danced some part of the

.
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night with the Princess Royal, and the remaining part
with the young Lady Dunmore; Prince Edward danced
with the Princess Augusta; and the Duke of ‘Dorset with
the Princess Royal. Their Majesties, . etc., supped at
twelve o’clock, and retired at five.”

One of the greatest beauties of the British Court, and
who, consequently, was the chosen favorite of the I’rmce
_of Wales, assisted at this féte. This individual was Lady
Sarah Campbell, the selected partner of the Prince at the
table and the ball; and, perhaps, a more angelic creature
never captivated his affections. The assiduities which the
heir apparent to the crown may show tewards any particu-
lar lady have something in them of a wholly different char-
_acter than those which pass between individuals whose
rank and station are equal; the former ¢an have only one
object in view—the possession of the person—for the usual
expectation of any matrimonial union resulting from the
familiar and affectionate intercourse cannot for a moment
be entertained; and, therefore, to the strictly virtuous
female, whom no blandishments, however royal, can divert
from the path of modesty, cannot be received but with the
most repulsive indignation. The keenness of the female
eye sees af, once the aim, where any great disparity of rank
exists ; and to the honor of Lady Sarah Campbell, be it
said, that she did see the aim of the Prince’s attentions;
and, although she might have loved—and if one line in the
composition of Prince George be true, she might have
received and given “the stolen kiss,” yet all beyond was
preserved as pure as the pearl taken from its native shell.
She saw the danger with which she was surrounded; the
chain was not yet so strongly entwined around her but it
might be broken. She did break it, and became the wife
of one of the most amiable noblemen of-the day. He
essayed the poetic element on this lovely being, but 81gna]ly
failed ; here are some of his sentiments:
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Oh! Campbell, the scene of to-night
Has open’d the wound of my heart; 1
Tt has shown me how great the delight
Which the charms of thy converse impart.
I've known what it is to be gay,
Iv'e revell'd in joy's fleeting hour,
T've wish'd for the close of the day,
To meet in a thick woven bower.

*Twas there that the soft stolen kiss,
'Twas there that the throb of our hearts,
Betray'd that we wish'd for the bliss
‘Which love, and love only, imparts.
But fate will those hearts oft dissever,
By nature design'd for each other;
But why should they part? and forever !
And forced their affections to smother.

I3

How short and how blissful the hour
When round each lone hamlet we stray’d
‘When passion each heart could o'erpower,
And a gigh the sweet feelings betray'd.
Oh whence is that glance of the mind
‘Which scenes that are past oft renews:
‘Which shows them, in colors refined,
With fancy’s bright glitt'ring hues ?

Now, sweet be thy slumbers, my friend,
And sweet be the dreams of thy soul;
Around thee may angels attend,
And visions of happiness roll.
* * * *

This was one of his first failures in the field of love.

A very alarming circumstance happened at this time to
the Prince, which might have been attended with the most
disastrous consequences. He was invited to dine with
Lord Chesterfield at his house at Blackheath, when the
whole party having drank too freely, they set their inven-
tion to work as to what acts of mischief they eould commit.
Amongst other acts, one of the party let loose a large dog
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of a ferocious disposition, which immediately flew at one of
the footmen who was looking on, tore one of his arms in a
shocking manner, and nearly strangled a horse. The whole
company now formed themselves into a compact body and
assailed Towzer, who defended himself with great resolu-
tion, and he had just eaught hold of the skirts of the coat
of the Prince, when one of the party, by a blow on the
head, felled the dog to the ground. In the confusion, how-
ever, the Earl of Chesterfield fell down the steps leading to
his house, and very severely injured the back part of his
head. The Prince, who scarcely knew whether he had
been fighting a dog or a man, jumped into his phaeton as
best he could, and there fell fast asleep, leaving the reins to
his uncle, the Duke of Cumberland, who conducted him
safely to town. He was drunk.

The period when a young man of illustrious rank and
splendid fortune attains his majority forms an important
epoch in his life. The young nobility of England, educated
for the most part at schools and at the universities, when
they come of age have generally acquired a tolerable share
of experience in the world. Their companions in their out-
set in 'life are generally those with whom they have assoei-
ated at school; and their previous habits of thinking and
acting for themselves, which the public seminaries are so
admirably calculated to teach, fit them to enter on the
great theatre of the world with credit and advantage.

‘With our Prince, however, the case was wholly different;
he had been educated, indeed, under the ablést masters,
and his progress in all the useful, and many of the orna-
mental, branches of learning reflected equal honor on the

diligence of the teachers and the capacity of the pupil ; but
- a knowledge of real life formed no part of the system of his
education, and he made his entrance into public life under
the disadvantage of having passed his youth in a state of
seclusion and restraint. In order to give some idea of the
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.restrictions that were imposed on the Prince to prevent
him mingling with society, we will relate the following
anecdote: About a twelvemonth before he attained his
legal majority, he received the invitations of some of the
most distinguished nobility to make a tour through the -
country during the summer months, when their respective
residences should be prepared for the reception of their
illustrious guest. This invitation, as may be conceived,
was eagerly accepted by the young Prince, and prepara-
tions were actually made for his journey; but, when the
consent of his father was asked, the King refused to permit
the design to be carried into execution. A system of
restraint pushed to this extent could not fail to have an
injurious influenee on the conduct of the Prince at his first
introduction to public life; for, in proportion to the force
of the restraint which was put upon him, so were his gay
and wanton wanderings when he found himself eman-
cipated from the trammels of all parental and scholastic
authority.

In one of these cases, when the consent of the King was
asked, it was refused on the ground that His Majesty had it
himself in contemplation to proceed on a party of pleasure,
in which it was his royal will that the Prince should accom-
pany him; and, with the view of giving to the Prince some
real and substantial ground for his refusal, His Majesty pro-
jected a trip to the Nore, which took place in the month of
August, 1781. The King and the Prince embarked in dif-
ferent yachts, and as they proceeded down the river they
were saluted as they passed Woolwich Warren by the ships
in Long Reach, and by Tilbury and Gravesend Forts, and
about four in the afternoon they anchored in Sea Reach.
At five o’clock in the morning the yachts got under way, -
and arrived at Blackstakes about nine. The King and
Prince went on shore, and visited the dockyard and
new fortifications; about twelve they left the yard and
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returned to the Nore, where they were saluted by Vice-
Admiral Parker and his squadron, who had at that moment
come to an anchor. In the evening the King and the
Princé went on board the Fortitude, on which ship the
Admiral’s flag was flying; His Majesty retired into the
great cabin, where the captain and officers of the squadron
were graciously received, and had. the honor to kiss His
Majesty’s hand. The King and Prince, after visiting the
several parts of the ship, returned to their yachts, and
sailed for Chatham, where they arrived at nine o’clock the
same day.

This trip of the Kum‘ was regarded at the time as merely
undertaken to alleviate the.pain of disappointment which
the Prince experienced in not being allowed to accept of
the invitation of the nobility to visit their country resi-
dences, and it met with the ridicule which it deserved. A
wit of the age thus describes it:

“The King and Prince went to the Nore,
They saw the ships and main;

*The Prince and King they went on shore,
And then came back again.”

Among the various accomplishments which distinguished
the Prince, his skill as a musician was particularly conspic-
uous. He was a very superior performer on the violoncello,
having been instrueted on that instrument by the celebrated
Crossdill, whose unrivalled performances were the theme of
universal admiration, not only in England, but on every
part of the continent. The merit of this eminent man was
greatly aided by his intercourse with the polite world, and
His Royal Highness was so well pleased with his gentle-
manly deportment and elegant manners that he made him
his companion, and honored him with his company at all
his musical parties. Crossdill retired early from the pro-
fession, but appeared at the coronation, being the only per-
former who had attended the coronation of George III,
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which he did as one of the choristers of Westminster
Abbey.

The Prince was not merely an instrumentalist, but he
was also a vocal performer of no mean celebrity. Sir Wil-
liam Parsons, the Master and Conductor of the King’s
Band, had the honor of instructing him in singing; and it
was very justly and happily said of him that he was not
only a musician amongst princes, but a prince amongst
musicians. He possessed not only a very good voice, but a
very correct knowledge of the science. He was a very
effective member of the Noblemen’s and Gentlemen’s Cateh
and Glee Club at the Thatched House Tavern, which he
attended very frequently, conversing with the utmost famil-
iarity with all the professors, and occasionally taking a part
in the different compositions which were performed with
great effect. He is the reputed author to the second verse
to the glee of The Happy Fellow, “ Il ne'er,” etc.; and
also of the additional verse to the song, “By the Gaily
Circling Glass,” which he was accustomed to sing in his
convivial moments with great effect, when sometimes he
would take a glass too much.

Although he was so partial to Crossdill, it did not pre-
vent his enjoying the gratification of hearing and appreciat-
ing the merits of Cervetto, his talented competitor. Speak-
ing of the performances of these eminent men, he was
heard to say that the execution of Crossdill had all the fire
and brilliancy of the sun, whilst that of Cervetto had all
the sweetness and mildness of the moonbeam. It was his
delight to attend the Italian Opera merely to hear Cer-
vetto’s accompaniments of the recitatives, which were ac-
knowledged to be unrivalled. It was a banquet for the ear,
he said, at which his appetite increased in proportion as it
was administered to. At one of his last musical parties
he ecommanded a trio of Corelli's to be performed on two
violoneellos and a double bass by Cervetto, Dragonetti, and
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Schrum ; the latter was a musician attached to his house-
hold, but whose health did not permit his accepting of any
public engagement; his great merits were therefore only
known to a few individuals of the profession, and to the
illustrious individual who patronized him.

The Prince was, with his royal brothers the Dukes of
Cumberland and Cambridge, a director of the King’s Con-
cert of Ancient Musie, at Hanover Square Rooms, select-
ing the music for the first night’s performance, and pre-
sided in the directors’ box. He also patronized the annual
benefit of the Royal Society of Musicians, given in conjunc-
tion with the above mentioned concerts. He was also the
patron of the Philharmonic Sociéty, but, from some supposed
personal slight -which was shown to a lady who was then
considered to stand the highest in his estimation, he at a
. future period withdrew his attendance from the Ancient
Concerts, although he continued to support them by his
subseriptions. '

At this period of his life of which we are now treating,
he was the great and liberal supporter of all musical con-
cerns: the Opera, the Pantheon, the Professional Concerts;
Vauxhall, and his favorite resort the Rotunda: at Ranelagh
Garden, which he was accustomed to visit almost every
evening, enjoying the promenade, sourrounded by and dis-
coursing with all the elegantes of fashion, and the object of
universal admiration. Intriguing with pretty actresses of
the popular theatres, he was often seen behind the scenes.

But he was also the object of notoriety on another
account, for he frequently degraded himself by being the
principal in the broils which took place in the gardens;.and
it is an accredited fact that he always had a number of reso-
lute fellows at hand who were prepared to rescue him
when he was likely to be overmatched. To this circum-
stance may be attributed the patronage which he afterwards
bestowed on the most celebrated pugilists of the day; for
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he himself had been tutored by Angelo in the art of self-
defence; and, urged on by the courage natural to his fam-
ily, he was often led on to be the aggressor, especially if the
object in dispute were a female. It was,however, generally
in disguise that he committed these indiscretions; and the
masquerades, which were then more prevalent than at
present, were the grand scenes of his libertinism. A ludi-
crous circumstance has been mentioned connected with
these frolics, which we have heard related by one of the
parties present. At a masquerade in which the Prince
appeared in.the character of a Spanish grandee, accom-
panied by four of his squires, he paid particular attention
to a nun, who appeared to be under the protection of a
youthful sailor. The assiduities on the part of the grandee
were evidently unwelcome to the fair Ursuline, and the gal-
lant tar threatened instantaneous chastisement if any fur-
ther provocation was given; the grandee, however, was not
to Le daunted, and he was very ably supported by his
squires, who, boasting of the high and noble descent of their
master, declared it to be an act of the greatest condescension
in him to hold any parley with a common English sailor.
Some high words arose, and some taunting expressions
were used, tending to imply the opinion that the fair nun
possessed no real pretensions to the character which she
had assumed. At last, some allusion having been made to
the ladies of Portsmouth Point, the choler of the sailor
could no longer brook the indignity, and a general row was
the consequence. The constables were called in, and the
disputants, in a posse, were marched off to the watch house,
the Spanish grandee leading the way in all his gorgeous
finery. On arriving in the presence of the constable of the
night, the culprits were called upon to declare their real
characters. The grandee unmasked, as did also the sailor.
—«Eh! William, is it you?’ exclaimed the former;
“Eh! George, is it you? exclaimed the latter. The
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sailor was no other than the future sovereign. The whole
of the party burst into a loud laugh. The constable
was confounded when he saw the heir apparent of the
crown before him; he received a guinea, and the parties
retired to complete the frolics of the night.

The Prince was deeply concerned in the affairs of the
Opera House, and after that theatre was unfortunately
destroyed by fire, in 1785, he, from a sense of justice, sided
with the old proprietors and creditors under Mr. Taylor, in
consequence of the Marquis of Salisbury, then Lord Cham-
berlain, aided by the Duke of Bedford, granting a license
to O'Reilly for an Italian Opera at the Pantheon ; but, after
this theatre was also destroyed, an accommodation was
entered into through the influence of the Prince by which
the license was again transferred to the old proprietors in
“the Haymarket, but saddled with an incumbrance of £30,000
occasioned by losses incurred at the Pantheon.

It is not perhaps generally known that a certain ambas-
sador at one of the northern Courts owes his elevation prin-
cipally to the skill which he displayed at Carlton House
on the violoncello, the favorite instrument of the Prince;
it deserves to be mentioned as a rather singular coinci-
dence that two of the most confidential servants of the
Regent owed their elevation to their skill in musie.

In entering upon that part of the life of the Prince when
his illicit passions were first excited, we are fully aware
that we are tréading on delicate ground, and that the task
is one of difficulty, so to steer the middle course as, on the
~ne hand, not to avert our view from the actual truth, and,

the other, not to overstep the bounds prescribed by
sdesty.

The depraved appetlte of the sensualist mlght be grati-
..y the revelations of certain scenes, which the general
interests of society demand should be kept in the back-
ground. -
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It has been generally believed that Mrs. Robinson was
the first object of the Prince’s affections. As regards pub-
lic notoriety this was true, but his attachment to the beau-
tiful maid of honor, Harriot Vernon, preceded this connec-
tion. The commencement of this girl’s Court life was as
brilliant as its close was dark and dismal. She had not
long been a resident of the household before her black eyes
and sylphlike form attracted the notice of the Prince, who
was just approaching his majority. The secluded manner
in which he had been reared prevented for a time any
familiar intercourse ; but it happened that the apartments
which were allotted to the Prince looked exactly upon the
rooms opposite, inhabited by the maids of honor, and it was
here they first conversed, not by words but by signs, too
expressive of the mutual feelings of their hearts to be mis-
understood by either. It was through the medium of Lord
Malden, afterwards the Earl of Essex, who subséquently
made such a conspicuous figure in the negotiation with the
celebrated Perdita, that the great diffienlty of obtaining a
private interview with the illfated girl was overcome.
After a prolonged correspondence, a clandestine meeting
with the beautiful object of his passion was arranged in a
retired part of Kew Gardens. A Marplot now appears
upon the scene in the person of the Duke of York. The
attachment of the two brothers was truly fraternal, and,
except during those hours devoted to their studies, they
were almost inseparable companions; consequently, one of
the greatest difficulties to be surmounted to prevent the
detection of the lovers was how to conceal the amour from
the Duke. This was, under the circimstances, impossible,
and the Prince at last, trusting to the generosity of his
brother, made him his confidant, and the sequel will show
that it was this very circumstance which saved the lovers
from detection. On the night appointed for the meeting, it
was the opinion of the Prince and of Harriot that the sun
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moved slower towards the west than on any other evening ;
but darkness came at last. Disguised in one of Lord Mal-
den’s great coats, the Prince hastened to the appointed
spot. There was Harriot Vernon, the object of his ardent
passion—of his second, and, as he conceived, of his unalter-
able love. It was, however, perhaps the guardian spirit
that was watching over the innoeenee of the lovely, yield-
‘ing girl, that prompted the King juston that evening, and
just at that critical moment, to command the presence of
the Prince to play a game at chess; but the Prince was not
to/ be found. The Duke, anxious for the safety of his
brother, hastened to the place of assignation. Never,
perhaps, did the Prince regret his knowledge of the game at
chess more than at this moment; one more, and as sweet
a rosebud as ever bloomed on its parent stem, would have
» Jain defoliaged at his feet; but the! barrier was broken
down, although the eitadel was not yet gained. The con-
quest, however, was not long retarded ; it fell, after a faint
resistance, and the triumph of the victor was complete.

We will throw a veil over the future relations of this
beautiful girl with the Prince, and we wish that we had it
in our power wholly to exonerate him from the charge of
negleet and indifference towards her after she had saerificed
to him all that was the most dear to her on earth. He had
enjoyed the kernel, the shell was not worth his keeping,
and he threw it away to hasten in search of another which
had yet something of value to give him. The tears which
she shed are to his aceount, and the sighs which rose from
her breaking heart must have often burst on his ear, and
startled him in the midst of his midnight orgies, as the
sound of some accusing spirit telling of the innocence which
he had destroyed.

That the royal parents were not entirely ignorant of the
predilection of His Royal Highness for the beautiful maid
of honor may be deduced from the following conversation
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which took place between the Queen and the Prince; and
it was conjectured at the time that she purposely intro-
duced the subject to give her an opportunity of letting the
young libertine know that she was not so ignorant of his
amours as he supposed her to be: '

“ Well,” said Her Majesty, taking it on the whole, the life
of a maid of honor is & very monotonous one.”

“I perfectly agree with your Majesty,” said the Prince;
“it must be dulness itself; for what can be more vexatious
to the spirits than to make one of a formal procession
through the presence chamber to the drawing room ; never
to speak but when she is spoken to ; to make an occasional
one of six large hoops in a royal coach; to make up, at
least, two new Court suits a year, and to aid the languor of
an easy party at a side box in a royal play %’ ;i

‘ And, George, is there no other act which a maid of
honor performs #” asked the Queen, significantly.

“ Oh yes,” replied the Prince, ¢ she goes to plays, con-
certs, oratorios, ete., gratis; she has physicians without
fees, and medicines without an apothecary’s bill.”

¢ But you have forgotten one very material act,” said the
Queen. -

“Very likely,” said the Prince, ‘“the acts of a maid of
honor formed no part of my education.”

“Then I will tell you one,” said the Queen, “of which
you have lately attained the knowledge, and that is, you
were right when you said that a maid of honor goes to
plays, and concerts, and oratorios gratis; but you forgot to
add that she also flirts with young Princes, and goes to
meet them by moonlight—and is that also gratis %’

The Prince was completely confounded. ¢ His Majesty
requires your presence in the library,” said the Queen.
The Prinee took the hint and retired, stung with maortifi-

s cation at the rebuke which he had received.
A few days previous to this conversation Ilarriot Ver-
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non had ceased to be be an honorable maid; the day sub-
sequent to it she was no longer a maid of honor.

It eannot be concealed that one of the greatest faults of
the Prince at this time was his unbounded propensity to gal-
lantry; he had formed a connection with certain persons
whose principal aim appears to have been to exalt him in
his own opinion, and who servilely fell into all his views for
their own aggrandizement. There was no act too grovelling
nor too base to which they would not stoop to ingratiate
themselves in his favor; there was no virtue which they
would pot attempt to undermine to pander to his passions.
It must be admitted that they were men of superior talents
and education ; but, as the ecompanions of a Prince naturally
addieted to libertinism, they were perhaps on that very ac-
count the very worst men he could have selected as his associ-
~ ates. In manners they were themselves debauched and
profligate; in fortunes they were broken, and it was for the
amendment of the latter that they looked up to the Prince.
The period was fast approaching when a separate establish-
ment was to be formed for the Prince commensurate to his
rank as the heir apparent to the Crown; and the uncontrolied
command of an income adequate to the support and dignity of
that exalted station was looked forward to as the event which
would enable them to enrich themselves, and this they well
knew could be effected in proportion as they administered
to the gratification of his governing passions. It was, there-
fore, a part of their plan to entangle him in nets from which
he eould not extricate himself without their assistance;
they became the confidants of his actions, the depositaries
of his secrets; and thus he insensibly fell into their power,
which they knew how to wield to their advantage whenever
the opportunity presented itself.

The Prince was indebted to nature for a fine and hand-
some person; to art for a graceful exterior, and the most
polished manners. His accomplishments were of the first

3
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order, but his flatterers were incessantly employed to make
him believe that they were much greater than they really
were. They inspired him with the belief that, in regard to
female favors, he had only to ask and to receive; and it
must be acknowledged that a great number of the blooming
women, who by their beauty adorned the Court of his
mother, required little or no persuasion to concede to his
wishes; they even appeared to be vain of the honor of
being thought in possession of such personal attractions as
to captivate the affections of such a Prince, and so far from
repelling him in his advanees, they encouraged him—in
many instances anticipated him—and in all, gloried in their
conquest. With every fresh amour his appetite appeared
to be sharpened ; with the possession of each object his self
opinion and his natural inconstancy increased. Like the
bee, he roamed from flower to flower, sipped the honey, but
never visited that flower again. That these amours often led
him into some serious scrapes may be easily imagined ; in
many instances he had to contend with the jealousy of the
husband or the wounded honor of the brother; or, perhaps,
what was still more dangerous, and more liable to lead to
an exposure, the envy and hate of other females who were
aspiring to his affections, and who, consequently, could not
endure the triumph of a rival. The following is one of those.
cases in which he was extricated by the mere presence of
mind of one of his confidential associates who resided in
the Palace: [

One of the most celebrated beauties of the British Court
at this time was a lady whose husband enjoyed a situ-
ation in the household, with apartments in the Palace
as his residenee. His avocations frequently required his
personal attendance in town, and it was during these tem-
porary visits that the Prince succeeded in ingratiating
himself in the good opinion of his angelic wife; but it hap-
pened that one of those events took place which the imps
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of mischief are sometimes so industriously and provokingly
employed in bringing about for the purpose of marring the
happiness of human beings when it is the least expected
by them. The husband had on one occasion expressed his
determination to remain in town during the night, as he did
not expect that his business could be completed so as to
admit of his return during the day. Asmight be expected,
the advantage of this opportunity was not to be lost; it was
most anxiously embraced by both parties, and the sleeping
apartment of the Prince was on that night to be tenantless.
It happened, however, that the business of the gentleman
was finished sooner than he expected; and as the hour of
midnight struck from the tower of the Palace, he was heard
knocking at the outer door of his apartments in the court
yard. Consternation filled the breasts of the hitherto happy
lovers. To escape out of the room was impossible ; a detec-
tion would be the inevitable ruin of one of the parties, and
the indelible disgrace of the other. In this emergency no
other resource was left but concealment in a small adjoining
room, but then the confinement would continue the whole
of the night, and the escape in the morning, when the whofe
of the household would be in motion, could not be expected
to be accomplisheéd without a discovery., But there was no
alternative; the Prince slipped on his clothes, and hurried
into.the adjoining room. He. was, however, rescued from
his distressing situation by the tact of Mr. Cholniondely,
who in this amour was the confidant of the Prince, and.
who, on seeing the husband knocking at the door of his
apartments, hurried towards him, and addressing him, said,
“My dear fellow, I am truly rejoiced at your return; some-
thing rather of an unpleasant nature has happened to-the
Prince, and he eommanded me to desire your attendance in
my apartments immediately on your return. _Accompany me,
therefore, thither without delay, and I will hasten to apprise
the Prince that you are in attendance.” = There was nothing
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by any means improbable in the Prince being in some
dilemma, as it was by no means a case of rarity, and the
gentleman therefore most willingly accompanied Mr. Chol-
mondely to his apartments, where he was politely invited
to repose himself until Mr. C. went in search of the
Prince. The sequel may be easily foreseen; Mr. Cholmon-
dely hastened to the lady’s apartments, liberated the royal
‘lover from his confinement, and hastening back to the hus-
band, he informed him that the Prince had ‘retired to rest;
and on the following morning he was informed that the
business had been arranged without his interference.
During the earlier years of the Prince his passions were
vehement, and his temper unmanageable; but his generosity
was unbounded, and his faults appeared to be those which
observation and experience would materially alter. To
literature or to science he was not, however, much attached,
and his amusements were chiefly those which unfortunately
encouraged expensive habits and dangerous associations.
Yet on the Prince the hopes of the nation were centred;
and, habitually kind and indulgent towards their rulers, the
English viewed with a favorable eye the follies of his youth,
and predicted a maturity of great and generous principles.
The first event, however, which peculiarly attracted public
attention, and which occurred prior to the Prince having
attained his majority, tended, in some measure, to alter
public opinion. On entering upon that subject a great
degree of delicacy is required in the relation, not only in
regard to the illustrious subject of these memoirs, but also
as far as it respects the fame of one whose beauty, whose
talents, and whose misfortunes cannot fail to interest every
susceptible mind in her favor. = There are few of our readers
who have not heard or read of the lovely, beautiful, and in
many respects highly talented Mrs. Mary Robinson. This
lady was the wife of a careless, neglectful, and profligate
young man, who left her, with her fascinating, mental; and
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persoral attractions, exposed to the gaze and blandishments
of libertine rank and fashion. A separation had taken
place between them ; and on an introduction to Garrick and
Sheridan she was encouraged to adopt the stage as the
means of her future subsistence. She accordingly came
out at Drury Lane Theatre in the character of Juliet, in
which she was eminently successful, and ultimately obtained
an engagement, at-a high salary, to enact the principal
characters in tragedy and comedy.

At the- period when Mrs. Robinson first attracted the
attention of the Prince she was in the twenty-first and His
Royal Highness in the nineteenth year of his age. She has
herselt left us the history of her intercourse with the Prince,
written at a season when the heart deals with sincerity—in
a season of sickness and dejection; when the gay prospects
of her early life had vanished from her eyes, and nothing
remained for her but an existence, struggling with personal
inconvenience, debility of frame, and unavailing regrets.
The narrative which she has left us of this connection carries
with it indubitable evidence of its veracity, and though
some allowance must be made for one who speaks or, per-
haps, to use a more appropriate phrase, who rather pleads
in her own behalf, still an air of candor and sincerity so
pervades that portion of her memoirs to which -we more
particularly allude that we feel no hesitation in using her
own materials to give the narrative of#fe Prince’s first
public introduetion into the world of gallantry; we say pub-
lie, for although it was well known that he had, like a wander-
ing bee, been sipping the sweets from many an opening
flower, and in which the bee too often left its sting behind ;
yet it was only -some of: the airy spirits who hovered about
the dark recesses of the gardens of Kew, or inhabited the
sylvan haunts of Richmond’s groves, who could tell the tale
of how the lovely rosebud fell defoliaged, to wither and die
neglected. With Mrs. Robinson, however, the Prince may
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be said to have publicly exhibited himself in the temple of
Venus, and it must be admitted that his knee was never
bent before a more lovely or more angelic votary of the god-
dess, for she looked, without doubt, as she herself said in
the play— :

© A bank for Love tolie and play-on.”

Mrs. Robinson commences her narrative by stating that
“the play of ¢ The Winter’s Tale’ was this season commanded
by their Majesties; I never had performed before the royal
family, and the first character in which I was destined to
appear was that of Perdita. I had frequently played the
part, both with the Hermione of Mrs. Hartley, and Miss
Farren, but I felt, a strange degree of alarm when I found
my name announced to perform it before the royal family.

“In the green room I was rallied on the occasion; and
Mr. Smith, whose gentlemanly manners and enlightened
conversation rendered him an ornament to the profession,
who performed the part of Leontes, laughingly exclaimed,
‘By Jove, Mrs. Robinson, you will make a conquest of the
Prince, for to-night you look handsomer than ever’ I
smiled at the uamerited compliment, and little foresaw the
vast variety of events that would arise from that night’s
exhibition.

¢ As I stood in the wing opposite the Prince’s box, wait-
ing to go on tHgy stage, Mr. Ford, the manager’s son, pre-
sented a friend who accompanied him ; this friend was Lord
Viscount Malden, afterwards Earl of Essex. We entered
into conversation during a few minutes, the Prince all the
time observing us, and frequently speaking to Colonel (after-
wards General) Lake, and to the Honorable Mr. Legge,
brother to Lord Léwisham, who was in waiting on His Royal
Highness. I hurried through the first scene, not without
much embarrassment, owing to the fixed attention with
which the Prince of Wales hounored me; indeed, some flat-
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tering remarks, which were made by His Royal Highness,
met my ear as I stood near his box, and I was overwhelmed
with confusion. :

“The Prince’s particular attention was observed by every
one, and I was again rallied at the end of the play. On the
last curtsey, the royal family condescendingly returned a
bow to the performers; but just as the curtain was falling
my eyes met those of the Prince of Wales, and with a look,
that I never shall forget, he gently inclined his head a second
time; I felt the compliment, and blushed my gratitude.

“During the entertainment, Lord Malden never ceased
conversing with me; he was young, pleasing, and perfectly
accomplished. He remarked the particular applause which
the Prince had bestowed on my performance; said a thous-
and ecivil things, and detained me in conversation till the
evening’s performance was concluded.

“T was now going to my chair which waited, when I met
the royal family erossing the stage; I was again honored
with a very marked and low bow from the Prince of Wales.
On my return home, I had a party at supper, and the whole
conversation centred in encomiums on the person, grace, and
amiable manners of the illustrious heir apparent.

“Within two or three days of this time, Lord Malden paid
me a morning visit. Mr. Robinson was not at home, and I
received him rather awkwardly. But his Lordship’s embar-
rassment far exceeded mine; he attempted to speak—
paused—hesitated—apologized; I knew not why. He
hoped I would pardon him; that Y would not mention some-
thing he had to communicate; that I would consider the
peculiar delicacy of his situation, and then act as I thought
proper. I could not comprehend his meamng, and there-
fore requested that he would be explicit.

“ After some moments of evident rumination, he trem-
blingly drew a small letter from his pocket. I took it, and
knew not. what to say. It was addressed to Perdita. I
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smiled, I believe rather sarcastically, and opened the billet.
It contained only a few words, but those expressive of mere
common eivility ; they were signed Florizel.*

& ¢ Well, my Lord, and what does this mean ¥ said I, half
angrily.

“ ¢ Can you not guess the writer ¥ said Lord Malden.

« ¢ Perhaps yourself, my Lord?¥ cried I, gravely.

“ ¢Upon my honor, no !’ said the Viscount, ¢I should not
have dared so to address you on so short an acquaintance.”

“T pressed him to tell me from whom the letter eame.
He again hesitated ; he seemed confused, and serry that he
had undertaken to deliver it. ‘I hope I shall not forfeit
your good opinion,’ said he, ¢ but——

¢ ¢ But what, my Lord ?

“¢I could not refuse, for the letter is from the Prmoe of
Wales.

" T was astonished—I confess that I was agitated—but I
was also somewhat skeptical as to the truth of Lord Mal-
den’s assertion ; I returned a formal and a doubtful answer,
and his Lordship soon after took Lis leave.

“ A thousand times did I.read the short but expressive
letter; still I did not implicitly believe that it was written
by the Prince. I rather considered it as an experiment
made by Lord Malden either on my vanity or propriety of
conduct. On the next evening the Viscount repeated his
visit, we had a eard party of six or seven, and the Prince of
‘Wales was again the subject of unbounded panegyrie. Lord
Malden spoke of His Royal Highness’ manners as the most
polished and fascinating; of his temper of the most engag-
ing, and of his mind as the most replete with every amiable
sentiment.® 1 heard these praises, and my heart beat with
conscious pride, while memory turned to: the partial but

* Perdita and Florizel are two characters in ‘‘The Winter’s Tale,” and
those who are acquainted with that comedy will easily trace the signifi-
cation of these adopted names.



‘tﬁ}ahcihelylréspectful letter which I had received on the pre-
ceding morning.”

For some months a confidential correspondence was camed
on between these celebrated parties through the agency of
Lord Malden ; and Mrs. Robinson, amongst other tokens of
inviolable regard received the P’rinee’s portrait in miniature,
painted by Mr. Meyer. Within the case containing the
picture was a small heart cut in paper, on one side of which
was written, Je ne change qwen mourant; on the other,
Unalterable to my Perdita through life. ,

Mrs. Robinson, who was an excellent judge of htemry
composition, speaking of this epistolary correbpondence,
says, “ There was a beautiful ingenuousness in his langunage,
a warm and enthusiastic adoration expressed in every let-
ter, which interested and charmed me.”

At length, after many alternations of feeling, an mterwew
with her royal lover was consented to by Mrs. Robinson, -
and proposed, by the management of Lord Malden, to take
place at his lordship’s residence in Dean street, May Fair.
But the restricted situation of the Prince, controlled by a
rigid governor, rendered this project of difficult execution.
A visit to Buckingham House was then mentioned, to which
Mrs. Robinson positively objected, as a rash attempt,
abounding in peril to her august admirer. Lord Malden
being again consulted, it was determined that the Prince
should meet Mrs. Robinson for a few moments at Kew, on
the banks of the Thames, opposite to the old Palace, then
the summer residence of the elder Princes. The account
written by Mrs. Robinson, in a letter to a friend, of the
lovers’ meeting, is couched in elegant and flowing langnage,
and with much apparent ingenuousness. It deserves par-
ticular attention in another point of view, as it presents us
with a more faithful portrait of the manners and accom-
plishments of the Prince of Wales at this period of ]u? life.
The date.of this letter is in 1783. _

3%
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“ At length an evening was fixed for this long dreaded
interview. Lord Malden and myself dined at theinn on the
island, between Kew and Brentford: “We waited the signal
for erossing the river in a boat which had been engaged
for the purpose. Heaven can witness how many conflicts
my agitated heart endured at this most important moment!
I admired the Prince, I felt grateful for his affection. He
was the most engaging of created beings.: I had corres-
ponded with him for many months, and his eloquent let-
ters, the exquisite sensibility which breathed through every
line, his ardent professions of adoration, had combined to
shake - my feeble resolution.. The handkerchief was waved
on the opposite shore, but the signal was, by the dusk of
the evening, rendered almost imperceptible. Lord Malden
took my hand, I stepped into the boat, and in a few min-
utes we landed before the iron gates of old Kew Palace.
The interview was but for a moment. The Prince of Wales
and the Duke of York, then Bishop of Osnaburg, were
walking down the avenue. They hastened to meet us. A
few words, and those scarcely articulate, were uttered by
the Prince, when a noise of the people approaching from the
Palace startled us. The moon was now rising, and the idea -
of being overheard, or of His Royal Highness being seen out
at so unusual an hour, terrified the whole group. Afrer a few
more words of the most affectionate nature uttered by the
Prince, we parted, and Lord ‘Malden and myself returned
to the island. The Prince never quitted the avenue, ner
the presence of the Duke of York, during the whole of this
short meeting.  Alas! my friend, if my mind was before
influenced by esteem, it was,now awakened by the most
enthusiastic admiration. The rank of the Prince no longer
chilled into awe that being who now considered him as the
lover and ‘the friend. The graces of his person—the irre-
sistible sweetness of his smile, the tenderness of his melo-
dious yet manly voice—will be remembered by me till every
vision of this changing scene shall be forgotten.”
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It was at this period that the Prince requested Mrs. Rob-
inson to sit to a celebrated artist for her picture—a request
which she complied with, although not without some reluct-
ance. The Prince accordingly deputed Stroehling to exe-
cute the task, and he completed the Dbeautiful painting
from which many engravings have been taken. At the
Prince’s particular desire, the doves were introduced into
the picture in allusion to Florizel's own words in the play:

So turtles pair
That never meant to part.
‘When the rupture between the lovers took place, and which
is alleged to have taken place on the part of the Prince on
account of some alleged infidelity committed by the lady,
the Prince would no longer allow the picture to adorn his
cabinet, but made a present of it to one of his household.
“Many and frequent were the interviews,” continues Mrs.
Robinson, ¢“which afterwards took place at this romantic
spot; our walks sometimes continued till past midnight;
the Duke of York and Lord Malden were always of the
party; our conversation was composed of general topics.
The Prince had from his infancy been wholly secluded, and
naturally took most pleasure about the busy world, its .
manners and pursuits, characters and scenery. Nothing
could be more delightful or more rational than our mid-
‘night perambulations. I always wore a dark colored habit;
the rest of our party generally wrapped themselves up in
great coats, to disguise themselves, excepting the Duke of
York, who almost universally alarmed us by the display of
a buff coat, the most. conspicuous coler he could have
selected for an adventure of this nature. The polished and
fascinating ingenuousness of His Royal Highness’ manners
contributed not a little to enliven our promenades. He
sang with exquisite taste, and the tones of his voice break-
ing on the silence of the night have often appeared to my
entranced senses like more than mortal melody.”



60 THE PRIVATE LIFE OF A KING.

These poetical flights would appear, perhaps, ornamental
in “Hubert de Sevrac,” or any other romance which the
beautiful and highly gifted Perdita may have written; but
these songs of His Royal Highness are not in exact keeping
with the extraordinary secrecy by which these nocturnal
meetings appear to have been characterized. The royal
lover was in momentary dread of a discovery, and a song
by His Royal Highness, with, perhaps, a chorus by the
whole strength of the company, was admirably calculated
to bring certain individuals to the spot, who in a very few
moments would have put an end to the harmony of the
meeting. In this respect we opine that the fancy of Mrs.
Robinson had rather more to do in the representation than
truth; but it is these inconsistencies which, more than any
other circumstances, threw a hue of discredit over the char-
acter of a narrative which, in other respects, might be
entitled to our unqualified belief of its authenticity.

¢ Often have I lamented the distance which destiny has
placed between us; how would my soul have idolized such
a husband! Alas! how often, in the ardent enthusiasm of
my soul, have I formed the wish that that being were mine -
alone, to whom partial millions were to look up for protection.”

¢ The Duke of York was now on the eve of quitting the
country for Hanover; the Prince was also on the point of
receiving his first establishment, and the apprehension that
his attachment to a married woman might injure him in the
opinion of the world rendered the eaution which we inva-
riably observed of the utmost importance. A considerable
time elapsed in these delightful scenes of visionary happi-
ness. The Prince’s attachment seemed to inerease daily,
and I considered myself as the most blessed of human
beings. During some time we had enjoyed our meetings in
the neighborhood of Kew, and I now only looked forward
to the adjusting of His Royal Highness’ establishment for
the public avowal of our mutual attachment.”
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Mrs. Robinson proceeds to relate that the daily prints
now fostered the malice of her enemies by the most scan-
dalous paragraphs respecting the Prince and herself. ¢I
now found,” she says, ¢it was too late to stop the hourly
augmenting torrent of abuse which was poured on me from °
all quarters. Whenever I appeared in public I was over-
whelmed by the gazing of the multitude; I was frequently
obliged to quit Ranelagh owing to the crowd which staring
curiosity had assembled round my box; and, even in-the
streets of the metropolis, I scarcely ventured to enter a
shop without experiencing the greatest inconvenience.
Many hours have I waited till the erowd dispersed which
surrounded my carriage in expectation of my quitting the
shop. I shuddered at the gulf before me, and felt small
gratification in the knowledge of having taken a step which
many who condemned it would have been no less willing to
imitate had they been placed in the same situation.

“ Previously to my first interview with His Royal High-
ness, in one of his letters I was astonished to find a bond of
the most solemn and binding nature, containing a promise
of the sum of £20,000 to be paid at the period of His Royal
Highness coming of age.

“This paper was signed.by the Prince and sealed with
the royal arms. It was expressed in terms so liberal,
so voluntary, so marked by true affection, that I had
scarcely power to read it. My tears, excited by the most
agonizing conflicts, obscured the letters, and nearly blotted
out those sentiments which will be impressed upon my
mind till the latest period of my existence. Still I felt
shocked and mortified at the indelicate idea of entering
into any pecuniary engagements with a Prince on whose
establishment I relied for the enjoyment of all that would
render life desirable. I was surprised at receiving it; the
idea of interest had never entered my mind ; secure of the
possegsion of his heart, I had in that delightful certainty
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counted all my future treasure. I had refused many
splendid gifts which His Royal Highness had proposed
ordering for me at Gray’s and other eminent jew