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HON. GRENVILLE M. INGALSBE, A.B., A. M, LL. B.

AN APPRECIATION.

By James Austin Holden, Treasurer New York State Historical
Assgociation, and State Historian.

Hon. Grenville Mellen Ingalsbe, Second Vice-President of the
New York State Historical Association 1902-1903, First Vice-
President 1904-1912, President 1913-1914.

In this prosaic world it is not given to every man, in spite of
Shakespeare’s well-known saying, to play and play well, every
part. The subject of this sketch, who, at the close of the Utica
meeting, after fifteen years of efficient and continual service, laid
down the gavel of a presiding officer, is possessed of so remark-
able a personality that it is with hesitation that his biographer
assumes the task of preparing a creditable sketch of his life and
activities. It is not for every man to be a capable and successful
member of the bar; to be prominent and also successful as a manu-
facturer, an agriculturalist, and a banker; to hold positions of
public trust and responsibility; to be a litterateur of no small
ability ; and, last and most difficult of all, to be an able historian
of well deserved reputation.

If, however, there is anything in heredity, Grenville Mellen
Ingalsbe is somewhat indebted to his parents for what he is today.
His very name is tinged with the atmosphere of the study and
the library, for the man for whom he was named, Grenville Mel-
len, was in the early days of the nineteenth century a poet and
literary scholar of no slight renown.

The subject of this sketch was born in the southern section
of the town of Hartford, N. Y., July 26, 1846. He was the only
son of Milo and Laura Cook (Chapin) Ingalsbe. His father and
mother were of sturdy and notable New England ancestry. His
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great great-grandfather, Ebenezer Ingalsbe, of Shrewsbury,
Mass., was one of the Lexington minute men, who responded to
Paul Revere’s midnight summons, and served through subsequent
enlistments till September 1, 1777, when he received a commission
as Captain in Col. Job Cushing’s regiment from ‘‘the State of
the Mass. Bay in the continental service’’. Previous to that time,
this same ancestor, under the name of Ebenezer ‘‘Ingoldsby”’, did
yeoman’s service in the French and Indian War of 1755-60. Cap-
tain Ebenezer Ingalsbe removed to Hartford, N. Y., in 1790.
Fourteen children had been born to him and his wife, between
1753 and 1775. The ninth of these was Aaron, the great grand-
fathr of the subject of this sketch, James Ingalsbe, his son, and
the grandfather of Grenville Mellen, married Fanny Harris,
daughter of Zadock Harris, born in Plainfield, Conn., 1795. To
them were born five children, of whom the second, Milo, was the
father of Grenville Mellen. In 1842 Milo married Laura Cook
Chapin, and to them, was born the subject of this biography.

Milo Ingalsbe, the father, became prominent in the history
of the town of Hartford and held many local offices of trust and
responsibility, but his life work was along the line of educational
interests. He was, himself, for many years a successful teacher,
and a leader in local teachers’ institutes. In his later life he be-
came most prominent in the organization and development of
the Washington County Agricultural Society, in the advancement
of farming and raising of cattle, sheep and farm animals and in
building up the local society to a position of the highest rank in
the State. His reputation as an agriculturist was not confined to
‘Washington County for he served for fifteen years as one of the
managers, and for one year as president of the New York State
Agricultural Society. He died in 1893 at the ripe age of seventy-
five years, honored and respected by the whole country side.

Grenville Mellen’s mother, Laura Cook Chapin, was a de-
scendant of Deacon Chapin, the founder of Springfield, Mass.,
whose statue as the Typical Puritan was erected in that city e
few years since. She survived her husband by twenty years,
dying February 9, 1912, at the advanced age of 95 years. She



field of floriculture, to which she introduced many new and im-
proved varieties of flowers, until then, unknown in Washington
County.

With such forbears, we have little cause for wonder at the
subsequent career of Grenville Mellen Ingalsbe. Until he was
fourteen years of age he was under the personal instruection of
his father. For four years he attended the local district school,
and he also enjoyed one term of select school teaching. In 1864-
65 he prepared for Union College at the old Fort Edward Collegi-
ate Institute, entering the college in 1866 as @& member of the
class of 1868. While he remained in college only one year, his
record was a brilliant one. He stood first in every class, and was
so accomplished in his studies that, in 1870, the institution con-
ferred upon him his bachelor’s degree, and three years later gave
him the honorary degree of master of arts. From 1867 to 1870
he was principal of the famous Argyle Academy in the town of
Argyle, Washington County, where the increase in the number of
students and in their attainments, reached high water mark.
Studying with his pupils, he started at this time a library, which
has developed into one of the largest and most valuable in North-
ern New York. Leaving the teaching field in 1870, he began the
study of law with the famous and almost uniformly successful
firm of Hughes & Northup in the then village of Sandy Hill, since
Mareh 9, 1910, known as Hudson Falls. After a year of grinding
office work he entered the Harvard Law School, where, combining
a two years course in one, he graduated with honors in the class
of 1872, as a Bachelor of Law. At this time he pursued the study
of history under Dr. Eliot, botany under Dr. Gray, natural science
under Louis Agassiz, and other subjects under the then notable
and capable faculty. As soon as he had graduated he came back
to Hughes & Northup’s office as managing clerk. The campaign
of 1872 was then in progress, and, taking up the cause of his per-
sonal friend, Horace Greeley, he laid aside many offers of po-
litical advancement for the sake of advocating Greeley’s cause.
Grenville Mellen Ingalsbe, while a Republican, has never been a
partisan to the extent of placing party before country, or its in-
terests before those of the common people, or in favor of any
party, as he once said, ‘‘opposed to an honest and economiecal ad-
ministration of public affairs, or subversive of sacred national
traditions.”’

In 1874 he was admitted to the bar, and he opened his own
office in Sandy Hill the following year. Since that time he has



been actively engaged in his profession, building up a large and
lucrative practice. He has been in charge of some of the most
important private and corporate interests of Northern New York,
and is generally conceded to be one of the important and leading
members of the bar in the State of New York.

In Northern New York the holding of political and semi-
political offices seems to belong as a heritage to the legal profes-
sion, so that it is not surprising to find the subject of this sketch
holding various positions . From 1877 until 1886 he was a justice
of the peace in the town of Kingsbury, from 1885 to 1888 he was
a supervisor of the same town, serving in 1887 and 1888 as chair-
man of the board of supervisors of Washington County. From
1875, when he was elected clerk of the village of Sandy Hill, he
held that office continually, with the exception of one year, until
he resigned in 1894. In 1895 he was nominated and elected surro-
gate of the County of Washington, thus receiving the title of
Judge he has since so worthily worn. A local paper opposed to
him in politics made this editorial comment: ‘‘Political friends
and foes alike concede that Mr. Ingalshe has made a model of-
ficial.”” He entirely revolutionized the series of records, books
and blanks then used in the surrogate’s office and put in opera-
tion many improved systems for filing of papers, indexing end
care of official forms. Owing to a press of personal business and
demands upon his time, he declined a renomination to office a year
prior to the expiration of his term.

September 20, 1876, he was married to Franc E. Groesbeck
at ‘‘Pine Avenue,’”’ the home of her stepfather, Amasa Howland,
a prominent paper manufacturer of Sandy Hill. Mrs. Ingalsbe
was the daughter of Nathaniel Barnett Groesbeck and Lydia A.
Kingsley. She was a teacher in the Sandy Hill Union School and
graduated from Temple Grove Seminary of Saratoga Springs.
Quiet and unassuming in her ways, Mrs. Ingalsbe is & great stu-
dent and reader, a member of many organizations for public ad-
vancement, a worker in church and public matters, and deserved-
ly liked by a large cirele of friends.

To Judge and Mrs. Ingalsbe was born a son, Grenville How-
land, November 8, 1878. This son was a youth of great promise.
He nrenared for college at Glens Falls Academv and Phillins Ex-



class of 1902. During his sophomore year he contracted diph-
theria, which led in his senior year to a breakdown, from which
he never fully recovered. Returning to Sandy Hill, he began the
study of law with his father and also followed outdoor life and
farming on the parental farm in South Hartford. He also took
up the pursuit of general business in various lines, and became
interested in motor car advancement, then a new venture in this
locality. The insidious disease, however, with which he was af-
flicted, wore down his vitality all too rapidly, so that within eight
years after his graduation from college, on February 26th, 1910,
he passed away, leaving behind an enviable and honorable name.

From this blow Judge Ingalsbe has never entirely recovered,
his life interests and hopes being centered in the career of his son,
who bade fair to be as distinguished as his notable father.

In matters connected with the advancement of mankind and
the progress of the race to a higher plane, Judge Ingalsbe has
always been interested and active, the more since his son’s un-
timely death.

Like his father, he has always been active in the promotion
of the arts of agriculture, and, while Secretary of the Washington
County Agricultural Society, 1874-1878, he introduced many new
ideas and improvements, whose progressive influence upon the
career of this old and important society is still in evidence. Since
1878, Judge Ingalsbe has been an honorary, but interested, and
continuous working member of its board of managers.

It was to be expected, when the New York State Historical
Association was in process of formation in 1889, that among the
men thereafter to be active in its advancement and promotion
would be Grenville Mellen Ingalsbe. He was one of the original
twenty-five incorporators, and one of the five original charter mem-
bers, of whom, he and the writer alone remain active. He was
made Second Vice-President in 1902 and, upon the death of Dr.
Daniel C. Farr in 1903, Judge Ingalsbe succeeded him in the posi-
tion of First Vice-President. From that time on, in the enforced
absence of President James A. Roberts in Europe and the West,
Judge Ingalsbe frequently presided at the annual meetings. He




in members, and standing in historical circles. Those of us who
had the great privilege of listening to the annual addresses of the
President delivered at Oswego in 1913 and at Utica in 1914, will
never forget President Ingalsbe’s treatment of the subject of his-
tory considered in its broadest sense. We, who have known
Judge Ingalsbe for years, thought we were acquainted with the
able jurist, capable business man, and strong executive, but we
had received no intimation before of his familiarity with the well
‘“‘of English undefiled’’ or his breadth of reading, depth of under-
standing, and length of acquaintance with history and literature
from their origin as shown in that brilliant essay at Oswego.
The two addresses of President Ingalsbe delivered at Oswego and
Utica may well be considered classics as to their subject matter
and their manner of preparation. The Association should con-
sider itself indeed fortunate to have had the opportunity of hear-
ing and of reading such masterly essays.

Judge Ingalsbe’s religious affiliations are Unitarian. As stated
elsewhere in this sketch, he has always been prominent in the
business and commercial life of his home town. Since 1905 he
has been president of the Sandy Hill National Bank, one of the
leading financial institutions of this section, and, under its
changed name of the Sandy Hill National Bank of Hudson Falls,
he still continues to preside over its successful proceedings. He
was one of the founders, and is now secretary and director of the
Imperial Wall Paper Company, and its allied industry, the Im-
perial Color Works, Inc.; director and secretary of the Little
River Lumber Company and director and vice-president of the
C. C. Allen Realty Company, and connected as counsel and di-
rector with various other industrial organizations of Hudson Falls
and vicinity. He was for many years a director and secretary of
the Spring Brook Water Company, supplying Sandy Hill with its
water system, and a director of the Glens Falls, Sandy Hill and
Fort Edward Street Railway Company, now merged in the Hud-
son Valley system. He was a trustee of the Old Glens Falls
Academy and prominently identified with its work in the older
days. He served as a delegate to the Universal Congress of Law-
yers and Jurists, which met in St. Louis in 1904. He is a mem-
ber of the American Bar Association and of the New York State
Bar Association. He has been a member of the Executive Com-




mittee of the New York State Bar Association since 1893, and was
for three years its Chairman. This, the writer understands, is
the longest consecutive service in the records of the Association.
He belongs to the American Historical Association; American
Geographical Society, American Academy of Political and Social
Science, American Political Science Association; American Asso-
ciation for Advancement of Science, Alumni Association of Union
College (President 1907-08) ; and the Harvard Law School Asso-
ciation.

‘When Judge Ingalsbe, refusing a re-election for a third term,
laid down the gavel as President of the New York State Historical
Association at Utica, his sincere and long-time friend, Dr. Sher-
man Williams, who succeeded him in that office, made him & mem-
ber of the Program Committee, so that his wise and able counsel
and his long experience in this line are still assets to be enjoyed,
let us hope, for many years by the Association.
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PROCEEDINGS

OF THE
Sixteenth Annual Meeting of the New York State Historical
Aussociation, held at Utica, New York, October
5th, 6th, 7th and 8th, 1914.

Bach meeting of the Association has its particular charm
and the Utica meeting was distinguished by the thoroughness
with which plans had been made for our entertainment, the wealth
of history lying within easy reach, the delightful personally
conducted excursions and our comfortable quarters, both as to
places of meeting and at the superb Hotel Utica. The weather
conditions also were ideal, and that always helps more than any
thing else to put a party in an agreeable frame of mind.

The first session began Monday afternoon with a welcome
from His Honor the Mayor, James D. Smith, who spoke as fol-
lows:

Members of the New York State Historical Association:

The City of Utica welcomes you, not only as a delighted host
receives an honored guest, but as & good book welcomes an intel-
ligent reader.

As you know, Utica and the region around it are rich in his-
torical associations. They have seen and taken part in the mak-
ing of American history, not only during the Civil War and the
Revolution and before, but down to present times. ,

I shall not try to rehearse the part our beautiful Mohawk
Valley played in the development of the Nation and the State.
I assume that these matters will be thoroughly discussed during
your meetings, And the people of Utica will follow your discus-
sions with deep interest.

They understand the objects and purposes of the Association
and sympathize with them and support them. They feel honored
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that you have selected their city as your meeting place, and they
want you while here to feel at home, as indeed you are; among
fellow Americans who are proud to entertain you.

On behalf of the people of Utica, I welcome you most cordi-
ally to our fair city, and extend to you the freedom of the city.
May your stay with us be a pleasant one.’’

Dr. Sherman Williams, first vice-president of the Association,
responded as follows:

‘“‘Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen:

In behalf of the Association I wish to extend to Mayor Smith
and, through him, to the citizens of Utica, our sincere thanks for
the very hearty welcome that has been extended to us and for the
efforts put forth by the people of Utica to make our meeting here
e memorable one, as well as one that is likely to be as enjoyable
as any the Association has ever held.

I assure you, Mr. Mayor, that we have looked forward to this
meeting with pleasurable anticipations. We are glad to meet in
the city that was the home of one of the greatest senators that
this State ever sent to Washington, and near the home of another
senator from our State who ranks second to no man in public life
and whose early withdrawal from active participation in public
affairs is universally regretted. We are met in the city that was
the home of one of the great governors of our State, and the
home of many other men of unusual ability, character and in-
fluence.

In addition to the attraction of visiting the city that has been
the home of men eminent in civil life. we have come to a section
rich in historic interest. A little way down the valley was the
home of the Palatines—that brave people who suffered so in their
early home in Germany that they were driven to cross the ocean
and make a new home in the forest where, again, they suffered
from Indian raids and attacks. It was this people to whom we
were chiefly indebted for the victory at Oriskany. Just below
Little Falls was the home of their leader, General Herkimer—a
place we are to visit during the week,

Just to the west of us is & monument marking the place
where was fought the battle that not only determined the fate of
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Bunker Hill. But a little farther away—within the limits of the
city of Rome—is the site of Fort Stanwix. These places we also
expeoct to visit.

Happy are we to meet amidst  such historic associations.
Doubly happy to be so warmly welcomed. Again, Mr. Mayor, I
thank you in the name of the asseciation.’’

Rev. Walcott Webster Ellsworth, rector of St. John’s
Church at Johnstown, then gave an address, ‘‘Notes on the
Early History of the Palatines in the Valley.”’

At 4:00 P. M. the local committee, under the guidance of
Colonel John W. Vrooman, Past Grand Master of Masons in the
State of New York, escorted the members of the Association and
their friends to the Masonic Home where they were cordially
welcomed by the capable and courteous superintendent, William
J. Wiley, and charmingly entertained by the-children of the
Home and Miss Veturia Isabel Wiley.

A most interesting program was prepared by Supt. Wiley
and given in the magnificent Daniel D. Tompkins Memorial
Chapel.

The Superintendent in his opening remarks said that last
June eighteen of the larger boys and girls had been sent out into
the world, which had temporarily deprived the orchestra of many
of its best members. He hoped the audience would enjoy the
entertainment as much as the children enjoyed giving it.

The program consisted of the following. Processional—‘O,
Mother Dear, Jerusalem,’’ Orchestra Selections—‘‘Last Charge,”’
“Fire Drill,”’ Organ Selection—‘The Storm,’’ Dutch Dance in
Costume, Song by Children—‘‘To Thee, : O Country,”’ Scotch
Dance in costume, ’Cello and Organ Selection—‘‘Angel’s Seren-
ade,’”’ Spanish Dance in costume, Orchestra Selection—‘On the
Beach,”” Dance—Minuet, Recessional. The orchestra, made up
of children, completely filled the large stage and many professional
orchestras would have done no better. The children entered the
chapel in procession, singing a hymn with excellent harmony.
Miss Veturia Isabel Wiley, the organist, played a solo on
the splendid chapel organ. This was a beautiful selection beau-
tifully played and the audience listened with rapt attention. Her
next selection was one in which the chimes were heard to good
advantage. Miss Ruth Matthews played a ’cello very skill-
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fully, with organ accompaniment. In fact, all of the selections
were particularly enjoyed. , ,

Superintendent Wiley then introduced Colonel Vrooman
who said, among other things, that as a descendant of a Holland-
er he had requested the Dutch Dance and spoke in & reminiscent
way of the early days of the Home and told the audience that
twenty-five years ago this land was owned by the Utica Driving
Park and the site of this building was occupied by the grand
stand. Twenty-two years ago this very day the Home was
dedicated. Eight years ago the Masonic Fraternity in this State
secured the best asset, declared Colonel Vrooman, it has ever
possesed in the person, of the Superintendent, William J. Wiley,
his estimable wife and their accomplished daughter.

By way of more definite information regarding the Home
and the property surrounding it, he further said that on the 11th
day of September, 1899, Grand Master John W. Vrooman, with
approval of the Grand Lodge, completed the purchase of 160 acres
of land upon which these buildings stand; subsequent purchases
make a total of 300 acres now occupied by the Masonic Home in
the City of Utiea.

May 21, 1891, the corner stone of the main building was laid
by Grand Master Vrooman. Oectober 5, 1892, the building was
dedicated by James Ten Eyck, Colonel Vrooman’s successor as
Grand Master. The corner stone of the children’s build-
ing was laid by John Stewart, Grand Master, on June 29,
1896. The hospital was completed and opened in 1907. April 16,
1910, the corner stone of the Tompkins Memorial Chapel was laid
by S. Nelson Sawyer, Grand Master. The edifice was dedicated
by Robert Judson Kenworthy, Grand Miaster, on June 25, 1911,
and is doubtless the largest and finest Masonic chapel in the world.
In April, 1913, the Home property was appraised at $638.695.

The Home family now consists of 454 persons: 185 men, 118
women, 80 boys and 71 girls. The ages range from 4 to 94. A
physician cares for the health of this large family and the records
show that no boy or girl ever died in the Home. The aged are
provided with every creature comfort, while careful attention is
given to training the young for a useful life. Of the children 121
attend the public schools and 30 the Home kindergarten. Pro-
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vision is made to give any of the young persons, who desire it, &
normal or collegiate course.

Sunday School services are held every Sunday morning, when
thirteen of the older children act as teachers. Sunday afternoon
religious services are held in the chapel for the members of the
Home, which are always attended by numerous visitors. On
Wednesday evenings a local clergyman conducts a prayer service
for the older members.

On the 10th day of September, 1906, William J. Wiley, of
New York, was appointed Superintendent and with his wife and
daughter has the entire supervision of the work. Quoting from
an address of Grand Master Charles Smith, ‘‘No member of the
craft can visit the Home, listen to the music, and observe the abil-
ity and deportment of these children, witness the comfort and
contentment of the old people, without breathing a prayer of
thanks to Almighty God that he is permitted to have a part in this
great work.”’

Colonel Vrooman concluded by saying that he was present
and saw the first man and woman, boy and girl enter the Home,
that it was not a charity but a home, a real one, for those dear
children and older people, as much so as yours or mine.

This closed the exercises in the Chapel. The visitors were
then, presented with pictures of the Home and chapel and escort-
ed through the biuldings and then to the electric car.

Everyone present pronounced the entertainment one of the
greatest treats that had been given them at any meeting of the
Association. )

In the evening the members again assembled at the Munson-
Williams Memorial, the home of the Oneida Historical Society,
where all the meetings except the meeting of Thursday morning
were held, and listened to an address, ‘‘The Battle of Oriskany,”’
by Hon. Henry J. Cookinham, and ‘‘Forts and Blockhouses
Along the Mohawk’’ by Nellis M. Crouse.

At the Tuesday morning session the President’s Address
was delivered by the Hon. Grenville M. Ingalsbe, subject, ‘‘The
Interpretation of History.”” The address was scholarly, polished
and educational. The President’s literary ability, wide range of
philosophical and historical reading and studious application be
ing apparent in every line. He was followed by Charles A. Rich-
mond, D.D., LL.D., President of Union College, whose address
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was on the ‘‘Early Institutions in the Mohawk Valley.”” The
morning session was followed by a short business meeting.

In the afternoon the citizens of Utica furnished automobiles
to take a large party, conmsisting of members of the Association
and their guests, to visit the Oriskany Battlefield and its imposing
monument, from which place & run was made to Rome, escorted
by a delegation of Romans, where the sites of Fort Stanwix and
Fort Bull were visited. Some of the party visited the Delta Dam,
one of the notable engineering feats of the age.

In the evening the annual address on ‘‘Our Constitutional
Development’’ was delivered by Hon. Adelbert Moot of Buffalo,
one of the regents of the University of the State of New York.
This was followed by a most entertaining address on the ‘‘Golden
Era of Trenton Falls”’ by Mrs. Charlotte A. Pitcher, of Utica.

The Wednesday morning session consisted of an address on
“‘Indian Raids in the Mohawk Valley,”” by Rev. William M.
Beauchamp, 8. T. D., of Syracuse, ‘‘Baron Steuben; at home, at
rest, in Oneida County,’’ by Rev. Dana W, Bigelow, D. D., of
Utica, and the ‘‘History of Transportation in the Mohawk Val-
ley,’”’ by Lieutenant William G. Mayer, of Waterville. This was
followed by a short business meeting, at which routine matters
and committee reports were disposed of.

The afternoon was devoted to a visit to Herkimer and its
surroundings. The trip from Utica was made in special cars on
the trolley line, passing through Frankfort, Ilion and Mohawk to
Herkimer, where the members and friends were met by twenty-
five automobiles bearing the banners of several Chapters of the
D. A. R, and all in charge of Colonel John W. Vrooman.

A short ride was taken around Herkimer, visiting Myers
Park where was viewed with much interest the beautiful bronze
statue of General Nicholas Herkimer, a gift to the village by ex-
Senator Warner Miller and designed by his son Burr C. Miller;
and also the beautiful statue of General Francis E. Spinner, who
was instrumental in introducing women to employment in the
offices of the Government. This statue was erected as a visible
expression of the gratitude of women in Government employ
and their friends.

Both of these statutes were greatly admired by all the party.
The foundations, the one an immense boulder and the other of
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chiseled granite, were placed by General Nicholas Herkimer
Chapter, D. A. R., at a cost of about twenty-five hundred dollars.

The party then visited the site of Fort Dayton, which was the
rallying place for General Herkimer’s heroes when they marched
to the Battle of Oriskany. After inspecting the bronze tablets
erected by the D. A. R. and the S. A. R. to mark the location of
the fort, they were shown other points of historic interest and
then proceeded to the old stone church at Fort Herkimer. It
was intended to visit the General Herkimer Homestead and Mon-
ument but in view of the fact that the State was restoring the
house to its original condition it was not suitable for satisfactory
inspection.

It may be said in passing however that since the Utica meeting
the old Homestead has been fully restored and was formally
thrown open to the public July 5th, 1915. It is expected that it
will soon contain a collection of Colonial and Revolutionary relies.
The house is now the property of the State of New: York but is
under the care and custody of the German-American Alliance and
the Daughters of the American Revolution and is open to visitors
at all times. It may be seen from the car windows of the New
York Central trains, across the river and about three miles east
of Little Falls and may be distinguished by its old Dutch stoop
and the Herkimer monument nearby.

The old church was crowded to its fullest capacity. Much
interest was shown in the very fine specimens of colonial work,
in the old fashioned high pulpit, with a sounding board over it, as
well as the high backed pews with doors at the entrance. There
are many old graves around the church, a number of them being
the last resting place of revolutionary soldiers.

Colonel Vrooman called the assemblage to order and in the
course of some informal remarks said that these exercises were
being held in one of the most historic places in the Mohawk Val-
ley, that ‘‘the first church located on this site was built of logs
about the year 1723; the stone church in which we are now
seated was begun in 1751 and completed in 1757. General Nich-
olas Herkimer was a member of the church and his birthplace
was about half a mile east from this point. On his route from his
home to Oriskany he passed by this very spot as will be noticed
by the monument marker on these church grounds.’’

Thirteen other monument markers locate the line of march
to the battlefield ; several of them having already been seen dur-
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ing the afternoon. He further stated that ‘‘it will be interesting
to remember as matter of history that General Herkimer’s army
consisted of 800 men and were nearly all by blood Germans and
Low Dutch, with a few of other nationalities.

‘“From an official English statement St. Leger’s command
consisted of 675 white men. A majority of these, 342, were hire-
lings sold to England, by the German Prince of Hanau, to help
suppress her rebellious colonies. To these British and German
troops were added a large body of Indians and this total largely
outnumbered General Herkimer’s forces. The details of the
fierce battle which was the turning point in the Revolution will
be told by other speakers at this annual meeting."’

Following these preliminary remarks Colonel Vrooman call-
ed on Rev. Dana W. Bigelow to offer prayer, after which he in-
troduced Mrs. F. D. Callan, Regent of Mohawk Valley Chapter
D. A. R., who spoke on the ‘‘Fort Herkimer Church.’’

Mrs. F. E. Milne, Regent of General Nicholas Herkimer
Chapter, D. A. R., was then introduced and spoke on ‘‘Fort
Dayton.”’

Miss Clara Hale Rawdon, Regent of Astenrogen Chapter,
D. A. R, was then introduced and spoke on ‘‘The Herkimer Mon-
ument.”’

Mrs. Delight R. Keller, Regent of Colonel William Feeter
Chapter, D. A. R., was then introduced and spoke on ‘‘The Her-
kimer Momestead.’’

Brigadier General Charles L. Davis (retired), a trustee of
the Association, who was present at the Battle of the Wilderness
when General Wadsworth was killed and helped carry him from
the field, was presented and heartily applauded.

Colonel Vrooman then introduced the Homorable Charles
Bell, County Judge of Herkimer County, & descendant of a Revo-
lutionary soldier, who delivered the principal address of the day.
His subject was ‘‘Some Incidents in the Lives of the Early Set-
tlers of the Mohawk Valley.”’

Judge Bell’s address was followed by several brief speeches.
One by Rev. Samuel E. Brown, who at the age of seventy-seven
told of his preaching, years before, in this historic church; and
another by William Bellinger Smith of Utica, who at the age of
ninety-three is still hale and hearty. He told the story how his
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grandfather, then an infant in arms, was saved by an aunt during
an Indian raid in the Valley, at the time of the Revolutionary
‘War, by being placed in a hollow log only a few rods from this
old church. The aunt was scalped by the Indians and left for
dead, but recovered eventually from the terrible experience. Mr.
Smith’s grandfather was afterwards found by a searching party,
being guided to the hollow log by the cries of the infant. Mr.
Smith closed his remarks by a prayer to God that the peace
which this country now enjoys may continue. Great applause
was given Mr. Smith and Colonel Vrooman said that it is worth
while to come here just to hear that talk. This bit of family his-
tory graphically connects the Utica of today with the Valley
of Revolutionary times.

Colonel Vrooman thanked the friends who had given the use
of their automobiles and he was given a vote of thanks for run-
ning the exercises on schedule time, which was within the hour,

The audience then joined in singing ‘‘ America’’ and Rev. S.
E. Brown pronounced the benediction.

Mohawk Valley Chapter, D. A. R., then invited the party to
partake of dainty refreshments and gave to each visitor pictures
of Fort Herkimer Church, its pulpit and the Herkimer Home-
stead. -

Colonel Vrooman also presented to each visitor a set of pho-
tographic views of the Herkimer Statue and the Spinner Statue
in Myers Park, the Herkimer Monument, General Herkimer at
the Battle of Oriskany, Fort Dayton, monument markers, route
from Herkimer Home to the Oriskany Battlefield and other points
of historic interest.

Nearly all the chapters of the D. A. R. in the Mohawk Valley
were represented as was also Nicholas Herkimer Chapter, 8. A. R.

Among the speakers of the afternoon Judge Bell, Colonel
Vrooman and Mrs. Callan are direct descendants of the Herkimer
family.

At the close of the church exercises, the party returned in
autos to the Herkimer trolley station and thence to Utica, arriv-
ing in time for the evening session, at which Melancthon
Woolsey Stryer, D.D. LL. D., President of Hamilton
College, spoke on ‘‘Samuel Kirkland and the Oneida In-
dians,’’ after which the members were entertained at a reception
under the auspices of the Oneida Historical Society, Fort Schuy-
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ler Sons of the Revolution, Oneida Chapter of the D. A. R.,
and the Commander Woolsey Chapter of the Daughters of 1812.
This was the last meeting held at the Munson-Williams Memorial
building. :

Thursday morning the last session of the Utica meeting was
held at the beautiful Utica Public Library. Mr. William A. Moore,
of New Rochelle, who was to read a paper ‘‘French Immigrants
of the Black River Country,’”” was unable to be present, but it
was resolved that the paper be printed in the Utica proceedings.
Papers were then read by Harlan H. Horner of Albany, subject
‘“The American Flag,’’ and Oswald B. Backus of Rome, subject
‘‘Early Bar of Central New York.”’

The following resolutions of appreciation, prepared by Hon.
James A. Holden, were adopted at the closing session:

‘“‘The Sixteenth Annual Meeting of the New York State His-
torical Association, is about to pass from the things that are, to
the realm of the things that have been.

‘‘History, according to the old and well-worn maxim, always
repeats itself. So, in this case, the pleasure of meeting, the
pleasure of greeting, and the pleasure of participation must give
way to partings, and farewells.

““The stay of this Association in Utica, has been an unusual-
ly pleasant one, and the hospitality of its citizens and its neigh-
bors, something long to be remembered by those who have been
fortunate enough to enjoy it.

‘“To the local General Committee, with its indefatigable, en-
ergetic and capable chairman, Rev. Dr. Bigelow, who has looked
so carefully after the welfare of the committee’s guests; to the
Excursion Committee and the Citizens who contributed automo-
biles and guides for the excursion to Oriskany, Rome and Herk-
imer; to the Entertainment Committees of the Oneida Historical
Society, the Oneida Chapter, D. A. R., the Commodore Woolsey
Chapter, Daughters of 1812, and the Committee on the trip to
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Ilion for stimulating attendance at our sessions; to the Mohawk
Valley Chapter, D. A. R,, for their charming treat of Wednesday
afternoon; to the local press; and to all who have helped in any
way to make our stay a pleasant, memorable, and historically
profitable one, to all of these, the thanks of this Association are
sincerely and heartfeltfully tendered.

‘‘Especially are we grateful for that Monday afternoon of
unforgetable pleasure spent at the Masonic Home with the chil-
dren, and our especial thanks to Colonel John W. Vrooman and
Superintendent W. J. Wiley are earnestly extended for this un-
usual treat.

‘““We came to Utica as strangers entering its historic gates,
we leave it the better for its broad lessons of hospitableness, its
splendid entertainments, its friendly kindliness, which make us
debtors indeed, able to repay in but slight degree, by these all in-
sufficient words of our appreciation.

The citizens of Utica, and of the neighboring cities and vil-
lages of Rome, Little Falls, Herkimer, Ilion, and Utica’s environs
have indeed transmuted as by some magic wand, the sacred stones
of Oneida into the bread of hospitality, which cast upon the
Mohawk’s waters, we trust may come back to them in the coin
of continued friendship in the years to come.”’

MINUTES.

Business meeting of the New York State Historical Associa-
tion, held after the morning session, October 6, 1914.

Hon. Grenville M. Ingalsbe in the chair. Twenty members
present.

Upon motion, Resolved, That the reading of the minutes of
the previous meeting be dispensed with.

Gouverneur Kimball read letters inviting the Association to
meet next year at West Point. Other invitations were received
from Rochester, Plattsburgh and New York City. After con-
siderable discussion, it was, upon motion,

Resolved, That the place and time of the next Annual
Meeting be referred to the Program Committee with power. An
informal rising vote was then taken on the several places, and it
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was the sense of the members present that the invitation from
West Point should be accepted.

The Treasurer, Hon. James A. Holden, reported as follows :—

ANNUAL STATEMENT OF J. A. HOLDEN, TREASURER NEW
YORK STATE HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION FOR YEAR
ENDING SEPTEMBER 15, 1914.

Reoeipts.
Cash on hand, Sept. 24,1913 ..........ccccviiiinneens $ 118 06
Rec’d from Dues, Books, Ete. ..........ccceeeinneenn. 1116 58
Rec’d from Excursion to Kingston and Canada ........ 241 32
*Rec’d from Deficiency Fund ...........cccc0vvvvennn 890 00
Rec’d from State for Lake George Battleground Park .. 3871 64
Rec’d from State for Crown Point Reservation ........ 892 43
$3130 03
Disbursements.
Bullard Publishing Co., printing and sta-
£7 101\ ...$ 161 40
Glens Falls Publishing Co., balance due on
Vol XT . .iiviinnenessanonnsannsans 603 23
Glens Falls Publishing Co., account Vol. XII 300 00
F. B. Richards, loan ...................00n 100 00
Grenville M. Ingalsbe, loan ................ 100 00
Deficiency Kingston Excursion ............ 51 12

Stenographic work and book-keeping, sec-
retary and treasurer

.................. 40 25
INSUPENCE .....civiiiiiiiiiitiiiaciaannan 27 90
EXPress ....ccecvveeeenenenciresnnnnnnes 17 77
‘Work for Library, shelves, ete. ............ 12 05
Essay Prizes ............. feeeriiiritenaas 57 65
J. E. Caldwell, rosettes .............c....... 28 80
Photographs for Vol. XII ................ 15 00
Addressograph, list of members............ 27 48
Postage, ete., on Vol. XII.................. 80 00
Stamped envelopes, secretary .............. 11 68
Letter files, ete. .......cociiiiiiiiinann.. 1 80
Telephone account, Lake George and Crown
"~ Point
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Leke George Battleground Park............ 371 64
Crown Point Reservation ................. 892 43
— $2906 78
Balance cashon hand ...............cc0v..... $223 25
Liabilities.
Glens Falls Publishing Co., balance due on
VoL XTI ...iiiiiiiiiineinenecnnnans $ 743 42
Stenographic work, book-keeping, sending
out books, ete. ..........ciiinnnnnn. 25 25
—— ¢ 768 67
Assets
Cashonhand ...........cciiiiiiinnnnnnn. $ 223 25
Unpaid dues—{115, 1 year, $230; 27, 2 years
$108; 6, 3 years, $36 ..........c0unu.. 374 00
$ 597 26
Liabilities over and above Assets ..........co0vennn. $ 171 42

*$26.00 additional has been received for the Deficiency Fund
since this statement was made out.

Life Membership Fund.
In Special Depositat 3 percent. ................uun. $ 823 32
Insurance. '
Insurance on Books in Glens Falls and Albany ...... $3300 00

Upon motion, Resolved, That the Treasurer’s report be ac-
cepted and placed on file,

The Committees on Legislation, Lake George Battleground
Park, and Crown Point Reservation, reported as follows:—
REPORT OF TREASURER FOR STANDING COMMITTEES

UPON PARKS AND RESERVATIONS.
To the Pregjdent, Trustees and Members of the New York State
Hiigtorical Association :

As tha affirial ranmeaantativa nf tha Acsaniation dnlv an.
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ment, my report, to some extent, may be considered as a com-
bined report of the Committee on Legislation, and the Commit-
tees on the Lake George Battleground Park and the Crown Point
Reservation.

First, as to the
LAKE GEORGE BATTLEGROUND PARK.

I present, herewith, the report of the caretaker, Mr. Elwyn
Seelye. Considerable work has been accomplished there in the
direction of cleaning away brush, making permanent paths, and
preparing to repair the ‘‘Dowling House,”” where Mr. Cheney,
the ground-keeper, lives. Mr. Seelye’s report follows:

‘““New York State Historical Association,
Gentlemen :

In reporting the condition of the Battle Park at Lake George
for the past year, I would say that the clearing off of the small un-
derbrush and graveling the walks has been properly done. We
have been careful to preserve all the young growing pine trees,
we are also preserving a very graceful and pretty shrub. At
this date the shrub is fruited with beautiful red berries, lending
beauty and decoration to the grounds. There has, as yet, been
nothing done towards repairing the caretaker’s house or the
barn. Bids were asked for from contractors and several have
been submitted. The State Architect’s representative, though
expected, has not as yet been here to approve the work, to the
expected, has not as yet been here to approve the work, so the
delay has been unavoidable.

There have been occasional small fires along the D. & H. R.
R. lines adjoining the park, but they were quickly put out and
no harm was done.

Several men employed by the New York Telephone Co., cut
down a birch tree near the line of the highway on the north side
of the park. A careful examination shows, that the tree was
standing on State property. The tree was cut down regardless
of the fact that my assistant had shown them where the line was.
The matter was reported to the State Comptroller.

I have arranged to have some dead trees, which are danger-
ous in their present condition, cut down.

Respectfully submitted,
(Signed) ELWYN SEELYE,
Sept. 22nd, 1914. Caretaker.’’
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Mr. Seelye sent me a specimen of the shrub and berries men-
tioned in his letter, which I submitted to the State Botanist, who
pronounced it barberry. Mr. Seelye reports about two hundred
of the shrubs growing in the park grounds, all sizes from two to
twelve feet high,

The matter of the cutting down of the tree on the park by
the Telephone people, has been referred to the State Comptroller,
and by him to the Attorney General. At the time of preparing
this report the Telephone men, having realized the situation, are
endeavoring to make a compromise by offering to replant other
trees, or doing whatever is in their power to repair the error.

Considerably over two years ago, I had prepared and ap-
proved a design for a suitable iron fence to be erected around the
Colonial Wars monument on the Battleground Park, and secured
an appropriation for it. Owing to a change in the law which
placed all structural work of the State under the direction of
the State Architect, the matter was referred to the then incum-
bent of that office. With the changes in the Executive Chamber,
came various changes in the State Architect’s office, however,
80 that with the accession to office of the present State Architect,
the bids and plans had to be submitted again. In his opinion the
drawings, though approved by his predecessors, were not en-
tirely practical, so a totally different design was drawn up in the
Architect’s office, and finally approved by me. This all took time,
so that meanwhile the appropriation for the fence was about to
lapse. Through the good offices of Hon. H. E. HL Brereton of War-
ren County, and Deputy State Comptroller, J. A. Wendall, the sum
of $1186.75 was reappropriated by Chapter 531 of the Laws of
1914. Under a former competition the bid of T. F. Kalbfleisch of
Glens Falls, for about $1195.00, had secured the contract. He ac-
cepted the changed plans, submitted new figures, had the fence
made, and has been employed this fall in erecting it. At the time
of preparing this report, it is practically done and this matter,
which has hung fire for at least four years, is now, happily dis-
posed of.

A little grading will have to be done around the statue to
make the plot presentable and satisfactory. There is enough left
in the fund however, to do this.

Provision was made in the design for a panel in the gate with
a metal inseription plate, which was not included in the original
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bid. At one time the Society of Colonial Wars were very anxious
to have considerable to do with this fence and I have had some
correspondence with the Society regarding it. To letters sug-
gesting that they supply the funds for, or have this medallion
made, I have had no definite response. It would therefore seem
to be the duty of this Association to provide the funds whereby
this medallion may be placed in position, and thus satisfactorily
and appropriately finish this piece of work. The fence will be a
decided addition to the furnishing of the park, as well as a pro-
tection against relic hunters and historical iconoclasts.

Through the work of the Committee on Legislation, $250.00
was secured last year for building a small dock for motor boats
and small craft at the Lake head, and work on this will be com-
menced this winter.

Among other items reappropriated by Chapter 531, Laws of
1914, was one calling for improvements to the park of $365.59
and one for repairs to the ‘‘Dowling House’’ of $382.03.

The park never possessed a flag, so the latter part of June,
instructions were given to have a flag pole cut and put up, and a
flag of suitable size was purchased, which has waved over the
park all summer. The matter of putting in water pipes and secur-
ing a water supply for this park, has not as yet been settled,
owing to the difficulty of being able to assure the water works
company, of a definite continuance of the contract. The Associa-
tion, however, has to its credit in Albany the sum of $180.00,
which is sufficient to pay the rental for the water for one year.

The park is in fairly good shape, and in view of the necessity
for State economy, I should not recommend asking for anything
this year, beyond the item for custodian’s salary.

CROWN POINT RESERVATION.

The report of the Chairman of the Crown Point Reservation
is herewith submitted :

“To the New York State Historical Association:

I beg to submit my annual report for 1914 as Chairman of
the Committee in custody of the Crown Point Reservation.

The present season has witnessed practically the completion
of the comfort station, which will be a much appreciated feature.
This improvement represents an expenditure of about $4500.00.
The building, in addition to affording toilet facilities, provides a
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room for the display of relics and quite a spacious shelter from
sun and storm. The walls are of field stone, built in close har-
mony with the walls of the ancient barracks upon the property.

The Reservation has been visited this season up to the pres-
ent time by about 8000 visitors, coming from practically every
State of the Union, and not a few from foreign countries. Com-
ment upon the character of the preservation work done by the
State in the preceding two years has been uniformly favorable.
In this connection I might state that the barracks came through
the severe winter of 1913-14 in excellent shape, and with occasion-
al attention ought to remain in practically their present condi-
tion for a great many years to come.

The Legislature of 1914, in addition to providing a mainten-
ance fund of $1500.00, made a liberal appropriation of $1500.00
for plumbing and grading at the comfort station, and $500.00 for
clearing out and making accessible the old fort well. Unfortun-
ately the State’s financial interests prompted the withholding of
Executive approval of all of the items except that of mainten-
ance viz., $1500.00. Unquestionably the one thing that is needed
upon the property above all others is a supply of potable water.
This Reservation is visited mostly in the summer time when the
heat is trying, and there is a general demand for drinking water,
which with present facilities cannot be supplied except from the
lake (Champlain) and the lake water is not considered exactly
safe. I have little doubt that when this situation is called to the
attention of the Legislature and the Governor, no difficulty will be
experienced in obaining an appropriation sufficient to bore a
well upon the property.

An appropriation should also be asked for adding additional
toilet facilities to the comfort station, completing the grading
and installing extra cesspools.

Some years ago the State Architect recommended the erec-
tion of a fence about the park. This should be done whenever
moneys for the purpose are made available by the Legislature.

Dated, Port Henry, N. Y., September 23, 1914.

Respectfully submitted,
{Signed) BERNE A. PYRKE,
Chairman.”’

I have had a number of interviews with the representative

of the State Architect’s office, who has had charge at Crown
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Point, and we are substantially agreed upon the matter of asking
the next Legislature for appropriations to carry out the sugges-
tions in Mr. Pyrke’s letter. A number of items asked for last
year, such as $600.00 for an artesian well for drinking water,
and $500.00 for cleaning up the old Fort well, to make it safe as
well as available for tourists and sight-seers, were vetoed on the
ground of ‘‘not being necessary’’ this season.

It will be necessary to do something with the North Barracks
another year, before they become mere heaps of rubbish, and it
is also suggested that the ruins of Old Fort St. Frederic be
cleaned up the removal of brush and undergrowth; that signs
be erected showing the fort’s position and that every effort be
made to provide complete comfort accommodations for the many
thousands of people who visit those old historic ruins in the
course of a year.

It is proposed, to ask for an appropriation for a metal case
for the comfort station, in which to place relics and specimens
referred to by Judge Pyrke, and which have, from time to time,
been discovered on the grounds. This would tend to stimulate
interest in the collection and might lead to the gathering together
of a very valuable lot of historical relies, pertaining to the French
and Indian and Revolutionary wars.

BENNINGTON BATTLEGROUND.

Two years ago the Committee on Legislation was instrument-
al in preparing and helping to pass an Act entitled Chapter 716
of the Laws of 1913 ‘‘Providing for the acquisition and preserva-
tion of the historic tract or parcel of land known as the Benning-
ton Battlefield, situate in the town of Hoosick in the County of
Rensselaer and making an appropriation therefor.”’ $25,000
was set apart to buy this property.

The law recites that:

“‘Said tracts or parcels of land, after title thereto is acquired,

shall be preserved for the benefit of the people of the State of
New York as an historic landmark, and for educational and pa-
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This battlefield has not as yet, as I understand it, been pur-
chased by the State, although everything but the final steps
have been taken. Probably by the first of the year the State
will have acquired the title and this Association have become the
custodian, as provided by law. In this connection every possible
effort should be put forth by our members, to secure the custo-
dianships of historic battlegrounds and forts. The question of
supervising and looking after homes and birthplaces of noted
persons or patriots, is a debatable one, which need not be dis-
cussed at any great length here.

SARATOGA BATTLEFIELD.

For several years an attempt has been made by the represen-
tatives from Saratoga County, to have the State buy the old
Saratoga Battleground, for an historical park. At my request,
last year, Senator Whitney introduced a bill for the purchase of
the battleground, vesting in the New York State Historical Asso-
ciation and the Saratoga Chapter, Daughters of the American
Revolution, its care and control. This bill, however, was not re-
ported out by the Senate Finance Committee, but it will be un-
doubtedly, again introduced at the next session of the Legisla-
ture, and should meet with the support of the members of this
Association. .

Among the other matters looked after by the Committee on
Legislation, was an Act for making improvements at Fort Brew-
erton and the securing of an appropriation for $1,000, to be ex-
pended by the local chapter of the D, A. R. As I understand it,
however, this bill died in the Ways and Means Committee, and I
have not been advised whether it will be introduced at the com-
ing session of the Legislature or not. If so, it should meet with
the cordial support of our Association.

ANNUAL PUBLICATIONS.

At the last annual meeting, at Oswego, it will be remembered
that one of the matters most vigorously discussed, was that of
our annual publication, and the securing of additional funds,
whereby it could be printed without expense to the Association.
The Special Committee on this matter will report through its
Chairman, as to the results obtained by it.

Two years ago and again last year, an effort was made to
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amend the State Printing Law in relation to the number of extra
copies of certain reports to be printed in Legislative documents.
In this bill was inserted an item providing for the printing of
1,500 copies of the report of the New York State Historical Asso-
ciation. This bill, however, failed of passage, but will undoubted-
ly be again introduced in 1915. Measures are now being taken
to have this work published as a report of the State Historian.
If this shall be done, the Association relieved of the burden of
publication, could then carry on whatever plans of growth and
expansion its officers may have in mind.

As the Librarian of the Association, and therefore the re-
cipient of the publications of nearly every State and prominent
Historical Association or Society in the country, I am proud tq
state, that not excepting the publications of the American Histor-
ical Association and the New York Historical Society, which are
the only ones comparable to it in any way, the Proceedings of
the New York State Historical Association are the most attrac-
tive, typographically speaking, and the most interesting as to sub-
jeet matter, of any that come into my official custody. It would
be a pity therefore to lower the standard which we have set for
ourselves, and every effort possible should be made to provide
funds to keep our publication up to the high standard mark we
have established.

In conclusion inasmuch as the State Architect has so much
to do officially with this Association, especially where structural
work is concerned, I would recommend that a resolution be
adopted making him an ex-officio member of all committees having
charge of the parks, reservations or bmld.mgs over which this
Association has legal jurisdiction.

All of which is respectfully submitted,
Glens Falls, N. Y., September 29, 1914.

J. A. HOLDEN,
Treasurer.

Upon motion, Resolved, That the President be authorized to
appoint a committee or committees to take such steps as may be
necessary to increase the revenue of the Association, and further
that a circular be prepared bringing before the members the de-
sirability of making bequests to the Association.

Upon motion, the meeting adjourned.
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Business meeting of the New York State Historical Associa-
tion held after the morning session, October 7, 1914,

Hon. Grenville M. Ingalsbe, President, in the chair.

Upon Motion, Resolved, That the reports of the Standing
Committees on Legislation, Lake George Battleground Park, and
Crown Point Reservation, as made by Mr. Holden at the meeting
of the Association on Oectober 6th, be adopted and placed on file.

Upon Motion, Resolved, That the recommendations made by
Mr. Holden in his report for the Committee on Legislation be
referred to the Committee on Legislation.

Upon the vote of over two-thirds of the members present,
the following resolutions were adopted :

RESOLVED: That the following amendments be made to the Consti.
tation of the New York State Historical Association:

1. That Subdivision Third of Article II be amended to read:

Third. To gather books, manuscripts, pictures and relics relating to
the history of the State of New York, and to establish @ museum therein
for their preservation.

2. That Article V shall be amended so as to read as follows:

3. That Section 1 of Article VII be amended to read:

8ection 1. The annual meeting of the Association shall be held at
such time and place as shall be fixed by the Board of Trustees. A notice
:ltn said meeting shaell be sent to each member at least ten days prior

ereto.
4. That Section 4 of Article VII be stricken out.

ARTICLE V.

Officers,

Section 1. The officers of this Association shall be a President, three
Viee Presidents, a Treasurer and a Secretary, all of whom shall be elect-
ed by the Board of Trustees from its own number at its first annual
meeting after the annual meeting of the Association, and shall hold of-
fice for one year and until their successors shall be elected.

Section 2. The Board of Trustees shall appoint an Assistant Secre-
tary at its mid-winter session from aniong the members of the Associa-
tion residing near the place at which the ensuing annual meeting is to
be held. The Assistant Secretary shall hold office for one year.

Section 3. The Board of Trustees may appoint such other officers,
committees or agents, and delegate to them such powers as it sees fit,
for the prosecution of its work.

Section 4. Vacancies in any office or committee may be filled by
the Board of Trustees.

And be it further Resolved, That the following amendments be
made to the By-Laws of the New York State Historical Assoclation:

ARTICLE VI,

1  That Qantinn 4 af Articla IT ha amandad tA waad:



That Article VII of said By-Laws be designated as Article VTII.
That Article VIII of said By-Laws be designated as Article IX.
That Article IX of said By-Laws be designated as Article X.
That Article X of said By-Laws be designated as Article XI.
That a new Article be adopted which shall be designated as
Article VII which shall read as follows:

ARTICLE VIL

The Assistant Secretary shall work in con;lnnct.ion with, and under
the direction of the Committee on

The following trustees were duly elected by ballot to serve
for a term of three years: Walter C. Anthony, Newburgh; Hon.
T. Astley Atkins, Yonkers; Francis W. Halsey, New York; Col-
onel John W. Vrooman, Herkimer; Hon. Frank H. Severance,
Buffalo; Dr. William O. Stillman, Albany; Dr. Dana W. Bigelow,
Utica; Dr. Sherman Williams, Glens Falls.

Upon motion, the meeting adjourned.

Samomee

MEETING OF TRUSTEES.

Meeting of the Trustees of the New) York State Historical
Association held at the Utica Public Library, after the adjourn.
ment of the meeting of the Association, October 8, 1914.

Present—Hpn. Grenville M. Inglasbe, Hon. James A. Holden,
Thomas R. Kneil, Dr. Sherman Williams, Rev. Dr. Dana W.
Bigelow, Brig. General Charles L. Davis, Frederick B. Richards.

Upon motion, Resolved, that the reading of the minutes of
the previous meeting be dispensed with, and that they be adopted.
The following list of new members was read and their eleo-
tion made permanent:
New Members October, 1913, to October, 1914,

Bates, Edward W. East Greenbush
Bensberg, F. W. Utica

Brayton, M. Jesse Utica

Callen, Mrs. Frank D. . Ilion

Corse, F. Dudley Sandy Creek
Canfield, Von Beck *Albany

Culver, Miss Mary L. Utica

Curran, George L. Ttica

Dunham, George E. Utica

deBoer, L. P. New York

Greenman, Mrs. J. C. Utica
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Goodrich, Miss Susan

Hart, Mrs. H. Gilbert

Hunt, Miss M. Berna

Jeffers, Willard G.

Keller, Mrs. Delight E. R.
Kellogg, Mrs. Minnie L.
Kernan, Miss Elizabeth B.
Kernan, Hon. John D.
Lindsley, Mrs. Smith M.
Luckhurst, Mrs. Charlotte T.
Maher, John L.

Marsh, Homer P.

Merwin, Judge Milton H,
Miller, Miss Helen L.

Mohawk Valley Chapter, D. A. B,
Molyneaux, Mrs. Robert A.
Owen, Mrs. William H.
O’Neill, Louis F.

Pierce, Miss Grace M.

Reeves, George W.

Saratoga Chapter, D. A. R.
Sayre, Theodore S.

Shaver, Mrs. C. C.

Sayre, Miss Amelia V. R,
Schermerhorn, Mrs. Lizzie Bradt
Sears, Mrs. Frank L.
Shepherd, Miss Julia A,
Spraker, Mrs. B. F.

Silas Towne Chapter, D. A. R.
Smith, Mrs. Abram D.

Steers, Mrs. Katherine V.
Tinning, Mrs. Cornelia Stevens
Utica Public Library

Watson, Miss Lucy C.
Wright, Harold A.

Warren, Mrs. Edward 8.

XTadhiee M ML .. T

Utica

Utica
Cobleskill
North Rose
Little Falls
Syracuse
Utica

Utica

Utica
Schenectady
Utica
Syracuse
Utica

New Hartford
Ilion
Syracuse
Utica

Albany
‘Washington, D. C.
Watertown
Saratoga Spa
Utiea

Utica

Utica
Schenectady
Fulton
Oneida
Palatine Bridge
Mexico
Fultonville
Schenectady
Schenectady
Utica

Utica

Fulton
Buffalo

TTae_ _
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The following officers were duly elected for the ensuing year:

President—Sherman Williams, Pd. D., Glens Falls.

First Vice President—Dr. William O. Stillman, Albany.

Second Vice President—Hon. D. 8. Alexander, LL. D., Buf-
falo.

Third Vice President—Hon. Thomas E. Finegan, Pd. D., LL.
D,. Albany.

Treasurer—Hon. James A. Holden, Glens Falls.

Secretary—Mr. Frederick B. Richards, Glens Falls.

Upon motion, Resolved that the President be authorized and
directed to appoint the standing and special committees of the
Board of Trustees.

The presidentelect, Dr. Sherman Williams, was then
escorted to the chair and made the following appoint-
ment of the Committee on Program for the next Annual Meeting:
Col. D. S. Alexander, Buffalo;; Hon. Grenville M. Ingalsbe, Hud-
son Falls; Hon. James A. Holden, Glens Falls.

After an informal discussion of various matters, upon meo-
tion, the meeting adjourned.

FREDERICK B. RICHARDS,
Secretary.

MID-WINTER MEETING.

Albany, N. Y., January 15, 1915.

The semi-annual meeting of the trustees of the New York
State Historical Association was held at the office of the State
Historian, Education Building, Albany, January 15, 1915, pur-
suant to call.

Present—President Sherman Williams, Judge Atkins, Gen-
eral Chas. L. Davis, Col. John W. Vrooman, Judge Grenville M.
Ingalsbe, Rev. Dr. John H. Brandow, Rev. Dr. Dana ‘W. Bige-
low, J. A. Holden, George K. Hawkins and F. B. Richards.

President Williams in the chair.
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To the Trustees of the New York State Historical Association—
Gentlemen :
I take pleasure in submitting herewith my semi-annual re-
port as Treasurer. Since the annual meeting at Utiea Oectober
5-8 the receipts and disbursements have been as follows:

Receipts.
Balance Sept.1914.................. e eeeeeeeaee $ 223.25
Received from dues.............covvevivnneennenn 337.84
Received from Deficiency Fund..................... 149.00
Crown Point Reservation.......................... 3,067.75
Lake George Park...........ccciivveinninnnennnns 1,921.00
$5,698.84
Disbursements.
Crown Point Reservation................ $3,067.75
Lake George Battleground Park.......... 1,921.00
Postage, Express, ete........ccccveueenn 23.36
Annabel Beaudoin
(Bill as of Jan. 1, 1914).............. 25.25
F. B. Richards, Utica Expense.......... 20.00
A. Moot, Utica Expense................. 5.35
Insurance ........cveeeviininniinnnns e 2400
Bullard Press ............... e, 31.50
G. F. Publishing Co..................... 373.42 $5,491.63
$ 207.21
Assets.

Cash on hand..........coiiiiiiiieinniennnnnnnnnns $ 200.96
Liabilities over and above assets.................... 332.40
Liabilities.

Balance G. F. Pub. Co................... $ 350.00
@G. F. Rubber Stamp Co................. 3.60
Bullard Press .......coveeeneneeeanenans 154.11
Insurances ...... et eeeeeeee e 240
Herbert R. Mann.......... eereteenanes 75
M. S . Lovell......ovivvtiiiiiennnnnens 4.00

Annabel Beaudoin, bookkeeping, stenogra-

phic work, sending out bills, ete. to Dec.
1, 1914 ..ottt eeaee 2475 $ 539.61
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I beg to report that there is in the Life Membership Fund
$746.56, and also wish to bring up the matter in connection with
this Life Membership Fund of a permanent investment, at a
higher rate of interest. It is now drawing three per cent. in a
special interest bearing fund. It is a question whether it would
be better to invest what we now have on hand in small bonds of
one hundred dollars each, or wait until the amount reaches $1,000,
which it must eventually do, and then invest it in a lump sum. I
would ask that some disposition be made of this matter at this

time.
Last year a special committee consisting of Dr. Sherman

Williams, John W. Vrooman and the Treasurer were appointed
to secure funds to clear up the deficiency which then existed,
caused by the publication of our proceedings. At that time an ap-
peal was sent out which wias not responded to with any great de-
gree of heartiness. Recently another appeal has been made and
the net results of the two appeals were but $567.00. Of this
$149.00 has been received since the annual meeting at Utica,
the contributions ranging from $1.00 to $25.00. The amount still
due for printing Vol. XII is $350.00. The material for Vol.
XIII is in the Publishing Company’s hands and will call for an
expenditure of about $1,100 or $1,200. The balance due this year
is much less than in previous years, so that the condition on the
face of it is not as bad as it has seemed heretofore.

In this connection the liberality of our former president, the
Hon. Grenville M. Ingalsbe, who has generously promised to give
a certain sum towards Vols. XIII and XIV should be acknowl-
edged. His generosity will lessen the burden substantially.

All of which is respectfully submitted.
J. A. HOLDEN,

Treasurer.

Verbal report made by Colonel Vrooman in regard to what
he had done in the way of securing new members, also by Dr.
Williams as to pledges toward deficiency fund; suggestions made
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Upon motion, Resolved that the proposition be submitted
at the annual meeting that Section 1, Article Six, of the Consti-
tution be amended to read ‘‘That each person elected to mem-
bership shall pay into the Treasury of the Association the sum
of three dollars, and thereafter on the first day of January of
each year a like sum for his or her annual dues.”’ This amend-
ment to take the place of ‘‘the sum of two dollars’’ the rest of
the verbiage of the amendment to be the same as now appears in
that section.

Upon motion, Resolved that General Davis, Colonel Vrooman
and the President be made a committee to act in the matter of
getting an increase in membership by personal solicitation.

Upon motion, Resolved that the President and Secretary be
made a committee with power to have printed a special applica-
tion blank calling the attention of new members to the fact that
80 long as the books last the Saratoga volume will be distributed
to them and that during the year they will receive the Oswego
volume; and then other volumes, so long as they remain members,
for the yearly sum of two dollars.

Suggestion made by Judge Atkins that wherever the Asso-
ciation meets for its annual meeting they should be asked to agree
to help bear the expenses of the meeting.

Suggestion made by Treasurer Holden and President Williams
that some disposition be made of the Life Membership Fund,
whereby it shall earn more than three per cent.

Upon motion, Resolved that Judge Ingalsbe and Treasurer
Holden be made a committee with power to invest the Life Mem-
bership Fund.

Report on Lake George Battleground Park and Crown
Point Reservation read by Treasurer Holden, discussed and aec-
cepted, also bill in reference to the Saratoga Battleground.

Report of J. A. Holden as Representative of the Various
Parks and Reservations in the custody of the Association.

LAKE GEORGE BATTLEGROUND PARK.

For the Lake George Battleground Park I beg to report that
the iron fence around the monument has been completed and put
in place and a cement walk built around it. The various dirt
walks around the monument have been graveled, and crushed
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stone has been placed on the more important of the paths. Sign
posts have been erected to mark important points under appropri-
ations supplied by the Legislature. A contract has been entered
into for beginning the erection, this winter, of a dock at the
beach, which will permit the easy landing of visitors in small
motor boats and launches at that point. The park has been
kept in excellent shape by the Association’s representative Elwyn
Seelye and his able assistant William Cheney, who lives in the
Dowling House on the premises, and who gives his services to the
State and Association in lieu of rent. This building, and a barn
attached to it, have undergone much needed repairs this fall and
winter. The barn was in process of falling down from dry rot,
while the house needed paint and paper badly.

The appropriations for all this work were secured mostly
through the efforts of the Legislative Committee, working with
Senator Emerson and Assemblyman Brereton, and have been care-
fully expended by Mr. Seelye, under the direction of the Treas-
urer, who has kept in close touch with the State Comptroller
throughout all this work. A much needed embellishment to the
Lake George Battleground Park was supplied when a flag and flag
pole were placed upon it just previous to July Fourth.

CROWN POINT RESERVATION.

At Crown Point minor repairs have been made, the comfort
station at that place has been completed with the exception of the
plumbing for the water supply, and considerable work has been
done at the point under the supervision of the State Architect.
The attendants at Crown Point this season consisted of from
9,000 to 10,000 visitors.

For next year the Treasurer, acting for the Association has
prepared a budget which has been submitted to the State Comp-
troller for inclusion in the annual Appropriation and Supply
Bill. There may be some additions made to this in order to carry
out the wishes of the local committee and the State Architect as
to completing certain work at Crown Point.

By the courtesy of Assistant Secretary of the Navy, Frank-
lin D. Roosevelt, one of our members, 30-9 inch spherical shells
have been secured for ornamental purposes on the reservation,
and some of them will surmount the two stone posts which have
been erected to mark the entrance way to the fort.
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I am advised that the Bennington battlefield of which this
Association is to be custodian, has not as yet been purchased,
but it is expected that the matter will be closed up within a short
time.

The Association has been requested to have introduced bills
which will provide for the aoquiring of the Saratoga Battleground
by the State and for the placing of its custody in the hands of
the New York State Historical Association wiith power to appoint
any patriotic body as the custodian. This matter would be con-
giderably strengthened by the passage of a resolution by this
board, authorizing the introduction of such a bill and by in-
structing the committee on legislation to follow it up.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

J. A. HOLDEN,
Chairman Committee.
The appropriations for 1915 when adopted by Legislature
were as follows:

APPROPRIATIONS ALLOWED ASSOCIATION:

The appropriations for 1915 were finally approved as follows:
— (Chapters 725, 727, 728, Laws 1915).

LAKE GEORGE BATTLEGROUND PARK.

Maintenance (including caretaker)..................... $ 500
Water SupPPlY . .vvevrtinininnernerrieeeneentoenennons 180
Repairs to dwelling house (mcludmg plumbmg) ........ 500
CROWN POINT RESERVATION.

Maintenance (including caretaker)............. e $1,500
Preservation and protection barracks and for cleaning

out ruins old Fort St. ¥Frederick............... eeeee 1,500
Completing comfort station in accordance with engineer’s

Plans ...ttt i it it 850
To putting in water supply and pump house ............ 1,000

BENNINGTON BATTLEFIELD.
Reappropriates unexpended balances for purchase....... $25,000
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AN ACT.

To provide for the acquisition and care of lands to commemorate
the battle of Saratoga, and making an appropriation there-
for.

The People of the State of New Yov;k, represented in Sen-
ate and Assembly do enact as follows:

Section 1. The comptroller of the state is hereby authorized
and directed to acquire for and on behalf of the people of this
state lands in the town of Stillwater, Saratoga county, constitut-
ing the battlefield of the battle of Saratoga, or such
portion thereof as he deems appropriate for commemorating,
in connection with the Saratoga monument, the decisive battle of
the revolution and the surrender of General Burgoyne on the
seventeenth of October, seventeen hundred and seventy-seven.
The title to any premises acquired by this act shall be approved
by the attorney-general before any payment is made to the
grantors thereof. In case of inability to agree with the several
owners upon the purchase price of said premises or of any part
thereof, the title thereto may be acquired by condemnation, in
the manner prescribed by the condemnation law.

Sec. 2. After the title to such lands shall have been acquired
the care and control thereof shall be vested in the New York
State Historical Association, which shall improve and care for
the same as a public park. Such organization may employ a pa-
triotic or historical society as custodian of such premises at an ex
pense not to exceed twpo hundred and fifty dollars per annum
and may adopt rules and regulations for the admission of visitors
to such premises. But no charge or fee shall be exacted for such
admission. Such oraginzation shall render an annual report to
the legislature, which shall include a detailed statement of its
receipts and expenditures under this act and an estimate of the
work necessary to be done and the expenses of maintaining the
premises for the ensuing fiscal year, with such recommendations
in respect thereto as it may deem proper.

Sec. 3. The sum of twenty-five thousand dollars ($25,000),
or so much thereof as may be needed, is hereby appropriated out
of any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated, payable
by the treasurer on the warrant of the comptroller, for the pur-
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poses of this act. Of such money twenty-four thousand dollars
shall be available for the acquisition of the premises and one
thousand dollars for the improvement thereof after the same are
acquired. Moneys herein or otherwise appropriated for the im-
provement of such premises shall be expended under the direc-
tion of a committe of the New York State Historical Association,
and upon its requisition to the comptroller accompanied with
vouchers approved by such representative of the organization
named, as such association shall appoint.
Sec. 4. This act shall take effect immediately.

Upon motion, Resolved that the New York State Historical
Association hereby endorses a bill to be introduced in the Legis-
lature providing for the aequisition and care of the lands known
as the Saratoga Battleground, which bill provides for the appoint-
ment of a patriotic society as custodian of the battleground after
it has been turned over to this Association, and that the associa-
tion heartily endorses the movement for this purpose and urges
the passage of the bill.”’

Upon motion, Resolved that the Secretary be instructed to
write those asking Legislative assistance from the association that
we have already committed ourselves to the support of the Sara-
toga Battlefield, and cannot attempt too much in one year, but
another year will do what we can to help them along.

Matter of tentative program discussed and list of speakers
read by President Williams.

The committee on prize essays reported as follows:

The New York State Historical Association offered last year
prizes for the best three essays on the ‘‘Battle of Plattsburg’’,
$25.00 in gold as the first prize, $15.00 as the second and $10.00
a8 the third. For this contest of 1914 fifty-six essays wiere sub-
mitted from the various High Schools of the State.

Through the courtesy of Harlan H. Horner, Chief of the
Examinations Division of the University of the State of New
York, these essays were carefully read by one of the history ex-
aminers and the number of the best essays reduced to ten. These
were then rated in their respective order of merit and were read
by L. O. Wiswell, an expert connected with the Division of School
Libraries. The consensus of opinion of the various examiners
was as follows: That the first prize should be awarded to Ed-
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ward O’Toole, Jr., Ossining High School; second prize to Isabel
Knapp, North Tonawanda High School, and the third prize to
Marion C. White of the High School connected with the New
York State College Albany. The prizes will be distributed shortly
to the various winners. The committee in charge of the contest
consisted of Thomas E. Finegan, Third Assistant Commissioner
of Education; George K. Hawkins, Principal of Plattsburg State
Normal, Plattsburg, and Dr. Sherman Williams, of Glens Falls,
Chief of Division of School Libraries, Education Department.

Matter of prizes discussed by Col. Vrooman Dr. Brandow,
Judge Ingalsbe, Mr. Hawkins and Mr. Holden by debating whether
they should be continued another year or not, some for and some
against

Upon motion, Resolved that we continue to offer the essay
prizes for another year.

Colonel Vrooman expressed his opinion in regard to the essay
prizes, stating that a badge would be more appreciated and that
he believed schools would enter more heartily into the contest,
than for the money.

Mr. Holden made a committee to write and find out in re-
gard to badges, prizes, ete.

Upon motion, Resolved that the matter of the selection of
prizes be left to the committee with power.

President Williams suggested that some time we have an
annual meeting given up exclusively to the ‘‘Political History of
the State’’ and another to the ‘‘Industrial History of the State’’.

Upon motion, Resolved that the Secretary be instructed to
write the Lower Wall Street Business Men’s Association assuring
them of our approval in the matter of the publication of an ac-
curate history of the State of New York.

List of new members read and on motion their election was
made permanent.

List of New Members, Mid-Winter Meeting, January, 1915,
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Bell, Mrs. Charles E.
Bell, Miss Louise
Bronx Chapter, D. A. B
Bruce, Robert

Burnham, Stewart H.
Brunson, Miss F'. M.
Bugbee, Percy L
Campbell, Rev. T. J.
Clapper, Frank 8.
Colvin, Hon. Addison B.
Coon, Richard E.
Covey, George H.

Earl, Robert

Empire State Society
Farnham, George A.
Fuller, Miss Abbie R. H.
Gilbert, Frank B.
Grubel, H. G.

Gunn, Franklin F.
Hand, E. J. .
Hazard Miss Blanche H.
Ingalsbe, Miss Myra L.
Ingalsbe, Miss Ruth H.
Keating, Daniel

Knapp, Robert D.
LeFevre, Hon. Frank J.
Lesser, Robert

Lewis, Leon Ray
Lowndes, Arthur
Manhattan College
MecNetton, Dixon
MecNutt, Randolph
McNutt, Mrs. Evelyn
Moot, Hon. Adelbert

Mulford, Rev. Henry D. B.

Oneida Historical Society
Pettit, Miss Catherine M.

PROCEEDINGS

Amsterdam
Amsterdam

Mt. Vernon
New York
Hudson Falls
Canandaigua
Oneonta
Montreal, Can.
Hudson

Glens Falls
Poughkeepsie
Katonah
Herkimer
Chicago, m.
Saratoga Springs
Saratoga Springs
Albany
Boonville

Glens Falls
Amsterdam
Ithaca
Hartford

South Hartford
Oneida

Prudy Station
New Paltz

New Rochelle
Hudson Falls
New York

New York

New York
Buffalo

Buffalo

Buffalo

Upper Red Hook
Utica

Fort Miller

Philip Livingston Chapter, Sons of

Revolution

Albany
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Poucher, J. Wilson Poughkeepsie
Reynolds, Henry 8. : New York
Richmond, Charles Alexander Schenectady
Plimpton, George A. New York City
Sexton, Hon. Pliny T. Palmyra
Sexton, Mrs. Pliny, T. Palmyra
Shea, James A. Syracuse
Shear, Sylvester R. Poughkeepsie
Sprague, Wilbur B. UOtica

Steele Memorial Library Elmira

8t. Clare, Rev. C. O. Port Henry
Teller, Myron 8. Kingston
Van Dewater, Arthur Flushing
Van Voast, Horace S. Schenectady
Wadsworth, Mrs. David Auburn
Wyer, James I., Jr. Albany
Williams, Chas. Spencer Hudson
Weeks, Charles E. New Hamburg
Wheelock, Charles F. Albany
Wiley, George M. Albany
Wiswell, Leon O. Albany
Waldron, Charles N. Schenectady
Yeisley, Geo. Conrad Hudson

President Williams stated that he would like to call attention
to the fact that President Finley, one of our trustees, had been
called to New York and could not possibly attend the meeting, and
that it was not lack of interest, but necessity, which had taken
him away. Also that Dr. Finegan, another trustee, was in New
York and therefore unable 1o attend.

On motion duly carried meeting adjourned.

FREDERICK B. RICHARDS,

Secretary.




THE PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS.

THE INTERPRETATION OF HISTORY.!

By Grenville M. Ingalsbe, A. B, A. M., Union, LL.B., Harv.

I

The meaning of History has always been an attractive subject
for the consideration of thinking men and women. In its most
comprehensive sense, History is the record of a sequence of
changes, the reproduction of whatever has been, the story of the
toil and struggle of humanity. History, in short, is a record of
human life. Its web and woof are woven of the heart strings,
bruised and torn in the ceaseless conflict between necessity and
liberty. It deals with realities, and also with the mysteries of
races, their beliefs, their ambitions, and their delusions, which
mark the golden eras, the halting places, and the apparent reac-
tions in the progress of Humanity. The ultimate object of its
study, as an affair of the whole, should be to interpret its rep-
etitions and its lapses, to define the forces which determine human
events, and to discover the laws, if such there be, which with re-
sistless sweep have 8o often decreed that what we call Progress
and Imperial Development, should be followed by Deterioration,
Degeneracy and Decay.

Why did Chaldaea, the parent of Asiatic civilization fade
before treacherous and voluptuous Assyria; Assyria vitally

1In view of the long delay in the publication of this Volume of Pro-
ceedings, it should be noted, especially while considering Subdivisions
XVIII and XIX of this Address, that it was written during August and
September 1914; the first and second months of the great world conflict in
Europe. Thus {t represents the opinions of the Author at that early stage
of the struggle, before the German spirit had had an opportunity to dis-
lay itself, except within the limited boundaries of stricken Belgium. 8ince
en, its fleld has become the world.
January 1, 1916. Q. M I
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wounded by the wild Scythian hordes yield to Medea with its
fresh blood from the east; Medea fall in its turn before Chaldaca
reincarnated in Babylonia; Babylonia vanish before the power
and strategy of Cyrus? Why did Athens, after the chivalry,
beauty and idealism, which distinguished the age of Pericles, rav-
age the coasts from the Euxine to Sicily, a self confessed Robber
Empire! Why was the glory and culture of Rome, followed by
the pitiful Decline, and the five dark centuries or more, of re-
trogressiont Why!

This is not an academic question for it affects man as &
whole, as he seeks, suffers, loses or finds his way. Its considera-
tion was early designated as the Philosophy of History, and devo-
tion to such a subject certainly was most laudable. The term
Philosophy of History, however, is with reason, in disfavor. It
has been appropriated by eccleciastics, and approached through
faulty methods and with imperfect ideals. As a result, it has be-
come involved in a debris of archaic theology, and arid and value-
less formula.

o

The ancients had little historical past, and did not regard
History as a subject for philosophic treatment. Saint Augustine
was perhaps the first to project a distinct so-called Philosophy of
History. In his De Civitate Dei he accepted the Bible as the sole
and ultimate source of all knowledge. He utterly ignored secular
culture and human interests, and he sought to discover the mean-
ing of human history, by scorning earthly proofs, and rejecting
reason. Yet Augustine was one of the most distinguished Fath-
ers of the Latin Churech, and in his day was unsurpassed in theo-
logical dialectic, and unrivaled in controversial power. Through
the mediaeval epoch the Augustinian philosophy of history was
generally accepted. To-day it is practically obsolete, except with
those whose historical knowledge is bounded, and whose historical
curiosity is satisfied, by the canons of dogmatic theology.

The undying word pictures of Bossuet in his ‘‘Discours 1’His-
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had taught him nothing. The establishment of the Romish
Church was the eentral fact of history. Yet Bossuet’s outworn,
and unworthy conception of the Philosophy of History only a few
years gince, was taught in the schools of France.

The most popular work of Friedrich Hegel, the greatest phil-
osopher of Germany, in the post-Kantian period, is his Philosophy
of History. Hie divides the history of the world into three pe-
riods, the Oriental, the Classical and the Germanie, represented
by the despot, the dominant order, and by man as man. He bases
his Philosophy of History throughout on false assumptions. He
claims that in history, Europe represents finality, and that Amer-
ica has shown a complete lack of physical and mental power. His
entire work rests upon the single postulate that History is a ra-
tional process. If this be accepted as proven, there certainly is
no need for a Philosophy of History.

But why pursue this branch of our subject further among
the reactionary Schlegels, the declamatory Herders and the vari-
ous cobweb weavers who from Augustine to Bossuet, saturated
the Philosophy of History of that day, with dogma, and reduced
it to a speculation in the supernatural, in terms of pure theology.

Let us, however, pause sufficiently to offer tribute to those
brave spirits, along the centuries who anticipated the knowledge
of the future, and with clear vision, saw History in its true rela-
tions to Humanity. We have no time even for a roll call of their
illustrious names. But foremost of them all stands the Arab Ibn
- Khaldun, of the fourteenth century, who was the first to treat
History as a special science, and to assert that a nation’s life is
like the life of an individual, with its youth, maturity and decay;
that a civilization is determined by its geographic, climatic and
personal entourage, and that soils, rivers, moisture, mountains,
plains and seas, are all contributing factors in its life. He was
the first historian to appreciate the effect of environment and of
psychological conditions, and to recognize, not merely human
adaptation, but human progress. Montesquien, Buckle, Draper
and many others have drawn inspiration from this pioneer of
thought, who lived a half millennium aego.

After Bossuet came Voltaire and Kant. Voltaire, the heart
and the intellect of his age, shattered the shackles of authority,
denounced with satiric logic the creeds of credulity and supersti-
tion, and held boldly aloft the sacred torch of reason. Kant es-
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tablished the regnancy of ideas, and created a new world of
thought. He thoroughly analyzed the mind, and the precision of
his definitions has given prominence to his nomenclature. It was
Kant who first used the word Transcendentalism to denote mod-
ern idealism. Through Voltaire and Kant, emancipation, from
many thralls, came to man. They breathed new life into the Phil-
osophy of History. In their time, with the state of knowledge
then existing, and indeed in any preceding time, the Philosophy
of History based upon, and explained by, theology was inade-
quate and disappointing. It rested upon things wholly foreign to
history. It afforded no reasonable explanation of historical
events, It did not enlarge the conception, or the meaning of His-
tory, or proceed upon the theory that History was subject to any
law.

m

Nearly two centuries have passed since Voltaire, and a cen-
tury and a half since Kant. We have no time to trace the evolu-
tion of knowledge during the intervening years, or to more than
note the birth and rapid development of the new sciences of man.
After theology had attempted to define the Philosophy of History,
and to assimilate and incorporate it into itself, Materialism made
its great contribution to the theme. It dispelled the illusions,
supplied the facts and bound History in welcome bonds to Mother
Earth. It enforced the teachings of the lonely Arab as to the in-
fluence of environment, and builded broadly upon Economics and
the physical and biological sciences.

But the materialistic conception of History, though a great
advance upon the theological and the metaphysical, lacked still,
the vitalizing element. While theology and metaphysics ignore
or falsify the facts of History, materialism deprives them of beauty
and life. It is not in sympathy with the spirit, or the aspirations
of man. It fails to respond to the pulses of life, and reduces
existence to & hopeless treadmill, barren of the inspirations de-
rived by the Transcendentalist from his worship of the eternal
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Fortunately other sciences of man have come to our aid.
Ethnology, Anthropology, Sociology and above all Psychology.
Cousin said that the science of History was Psychological. Cer-
tainly the history of society is dominated by the human spirit,
responding ever to human needs. Psychic laws determine human
events and are the vital part of History. Thus the material, and
the psychic working in loyal co-operation, will cover the entire
field, and will evolve a true Philosophy of History, Let us, how-
ever, lay aside this name, so redolent of false premises, chaotic
conclusions and dead theologies, and adopt in its stead & new
designation, clear, concise and worthy, one which is unerringly
indicative of its high function,—The Interpretation of History.

Iv.

We are living in an age of specialization. Expert knowl-
edge is sought in every department of human activity. This con-
dition is not confined to the industries and to affairs, but extends
to matters pertaining to education and mental achievement, The
arena of effort has become so wide, that a wise division of labor
is absolutely necessary as a foundation for high accomplishment.

History is no exception to the rule, and historical work to-
day is quite largely in the hands of trained experts. They are
doing excellent work, but while I admire their diligence in re-
search, their passion for accuracy, and their enthusiasm, yet I de-
plore their efforts to trammel History with the shackles of Science.

This being the present status of historical work, it is very
pertinent that you should ask, why I have the temerity to at-
tempt the discussion, in this presence, of the theme announced as
the subject of this address. I am not an historian, or a specialist
in any line of historical work. I doubt if I can claim, judged by
the advanced standards of to-day, to be even an historical scholar.

In mitigation, however, of the sentence which upon my own
admissions, it is your duty to pass upon me for my audacity, per-
mit a personal word. Memory often brings to me the fond recol-
lections of autumnal afternoons in dear old Cambridge, over forty
years ago, when I sat entranced under the magic of Dr. Samuel
Eliot’s lectures on American History. They were considered so
notable that the immortals were there, Longfellow and Lowell,
and the flower of Old Harvard, and on one precious day, at least,
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Ralph Waldo Emerson. The atmosphere of the place, the pres-
ence of 80 many who from earliest boyhood, I had been taught by
my Father to revere, and the clear informing sentences of Dr.
Eliot implanted in me an ambition to engage in research along
such lines, as would have entitled me to a lowly seat, at least,
aemong the historians,

It is to-day & matter of deep regret, that loyalty to an ex-
acting profession has not only prevented me from realizing that
most praiseworthy ambition, but has even precluded me from
keeping in that intimate touch with History, and the study of
History, which in these days of painstaking research and investi-
gation, and of prodigious progress, is @ necessary requisite for
admission to the ranks of the historical scholars.

‘Whenever respite from duty has allowed, during the inter-
vening years, I have cast, as into a promised land, longing glances
upon the whitening fields of History, and much of my serious
reading, outside the requirements of my professional work, has
been along historical lines. Too often, however, it has been desul-
tory and erratic. All I can offer then to-day, are the reflections
of an onlooker, & humble student of humanity, without authority
and without standing, as an historical scholar, views from the out-
side of the fane of History, into whose sacred precinets, I have
never been permitted to enter.

v

Before proceeding to the consideration of the various meth-
ods which have been advanced as to the Interpretation of His-
tory, let us briefly review the pre-documentary history of man.
It is the foundation upon which all written history rests, the
background of the marvelous panorama of human life, and it cov-
ers the most important and pregnant periods of human develop-
ment.

Last year in this presence, I commented briefly upon the
proven achievements of the paleolithic man, and asserted that
even he, was undoubtedly far removed from the ultimate child-
hood of the human race. At that time monographs had been pub-
lished in England, embodying the results of investigations in the
Middle Glacial Gravel, overlying, and upon the London Clay, lo-
cated beneath the sands and shells of the Red Crag Sea. The vari-
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ous types of chipped flints, discovered in these deposits, reveal the
working of a complete industry below the strata of the Pliocene
period, and fully establish the existence of the pre-paleolithic
man. They clearly show a cultural evolution, involving the
gradual improvement, the ultimate perfection, and the disappear-
ance of complex flint instruments.

The pre-paleolithic man increases by thousands of genera-
tions the antiquity of the race. He makes the foundations of His-
tory broader and deeper, and its setting richer and more interest-
ing, & wonderful composite formed of the unrecorded acts and ex-
periences of man, during hundreds of thousands, perhaps millions,
of years as shown by his remains and his handiwork.

The primal man was a solitary being, subject to no external
discipline, @ fundamental anarchist. This basic instinet still per-
sists, and Nordau claims that with other primal instinets, it is as
indestructible, and as ineradicable as mans’ anatomical structure.
In spite of habit and culture, man to-day passes through life in
fearsome loneliness, ever shrouding the more intimate aspects of
his nature. Timidity, caution and distrust are so deeply implant-
ed in man, that while they retreat before the conventions of so-
ciety, the exigencies of personal interests, and the appeals of
utilitarianism, they never wholly disappear. The power of this
primal instinet is so implacable and absolute that an impenetra-
ble veil hides the real bases, the inner secrets of personality to-
day, as it did in the time of the Pithecanthropus erectus or the
Neanderthal man.

- Through long eras man was cradled amid favorable surround-
ings, and nature was his friend. The earth mothered him in a
congenial air with pure water, and with nutritious herbs, nuts,
roots and fruits. The free and abounding gifts of nature were
sufficient for his simple needs. No provision for the morrow, no
power of initiative was required. Life was sluggish and passive,
the building and toughening of fiber for the struggles to come.
Had these conditions continued, had he been subjected to no ex-
ternal compulsion, man by virtue of innate primal instincts alone,
might never have risen above the savage. But a great climatic
change came upon the earth, and nature from thenceforth.m.w
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The few organisms which were not extirpated by this climatic
cataclysm, tried to adapt themselves to their new environment,
and became so changed as to be almost unrecognizable. Accord-
ing to all biological laws, man should have disappeared from the
earth at the opening of the earlier ice age, but instead, he refused
to succumb to the unfavorable environment, and bade defiance to
nature. Primarily, man did not seek to adapt himself to the
changed environment. Instead, he aroused his fundamental and
latent intellectual powers, strengthened for struggle as they were,
by long periods of wholesome animal development, and sought the
modification and subjection to himself, of the untoward external
conditions which surrounded him. He strove with infinite pa-
tience, with a zeal, goaded by necessity and guided by instinct,
and weak mentality, to adjust his new environment to the needs
of his own organism. It was a struggle for existence. Man had
to choose between toil and extinction. Perhaps sin had not come
to him, but labor and sorrow had, and knowledge. From that day
in the early dawn of time forward, life was to be bitter, and

“# & & & & ¢ All the faces of the years,
Young and old, gray with travail and with tears.”’

This adjustment of environment to the needs of man, has
been continuous, and is still in progress, unabated. The complex-
ity of the process has constantly increased. The grim spectre of
necessity, which first presented & purpose to man, has been ever
present, and up through the uncounted ages of savagery and bar-
barism, and along the brief span of civilization, so-called, has in-
cited him to wonderful achievements, the fruits and the penalties
of which are ours.

This complete absorption of man, through all the stages of
his development, in the work of wresting from nature the neces-
sities and luxuries of existence, gives a definite meaning to His-
tory. It shapes all human events which are determined by the
will of man, and is an important aid in the Interpretation of His-

tory.
VI
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is so important & part of history that its careful examination is
essential to any correct historical interpretation. Savagery, the
first stage of mans’ existence, was the great formative period of
the race.

Commencing with a physical organism admirably fitted for
his restricted habitat, but at zero in experience, and without aec-
tive mentality, man, a savage, standing at the foot of the scale,
but being potentially all that he has since become, fought and won
the greatest battles of history, first for existence, and then for
progress. The movement was slow. His mental energies were those
of a child, but as the vast ages of savagery rolled by, he worked
his way toward the light, through the slow accumulation of ex-
perimental knowledge, while articulate speech, the kindling and
making of fire, a discovery to this day unsurpassed and unequal-
ed, a fish diet, the bow and arrow, and pottery became the prop-
erty of man.

The age of barbarism followed, shorter in time, than that of
savagery, but filled with great achievements, the occupation of a
wider habitat, the domestication of animals, the cultivation of
maize and plants, the building of adobe brick and stone dwellings,
and the smelting of iron, the event of events in human experience,
and a firm ground work for civilization.

Then came the close of the pre-documentary period, and the
gradual emergence of civilization, with its hieroglyphs, the pho-
netic alphabet, and the preservation of records.

i

Co-incident with this advance in material and intellectual ac-
quisitions, man as a disconnected unit, yielding to, or following his
fundamental instincts, or their evolutionary sequences, practically
disappeared. The instinet of self preservation was not in its na-
ture aggressive, and did not become so, until unfavorable condi-
tions imposed upon man the necessity of effort and struggle. Then
this instinet developed into a desire for exploitation and mastery,
and Parasitism, to adopt a term of Nordau’s, resulted. At the
same time man impelled by necessity, yielded somewhat of his
solitary routine, and sought the aid of his fellows, as co-laborers
and servants.

Parasitism was exercised first upon wife and children, but it
spread quickly beyond the family. Men had to band together for
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self defense, and the gentes, phraty, tribe, and the rudimentary
nation followed. Man was not originally a fighter, but he became
one, when the forces of nature were arrayed against him, that he
might improve his condition, through the increase of his power
and possessions. The camp was probably the origin of the state,
the beginnings of which were not based on sympathy, but in the
desire for blood and plunder. The trend toward solidarity orig-
inated in the murk of battle, and war sealed the bond between the
individual and the state.

Thus at the dawn of civilization, the lines of mans’ develop-
ment were well marked. He had demonstrated his power to wrest
from an unfriendly nature the necessities of existence, to adjust &
hostile environment to his own needs, and to surround himself
with artificial conditions, conducive to his comfort and conven-
ience. Moreover, in this pre-documentary time, the operation of
certain laws of universal application had been definitely deter-
mined.

Human progress had been shown to be in a ratio, essentially,
though not absolutely, geometrical, the notable periods of repeti-
tion, retreat and decay being excepted.

The mental growth of man had been along the line of an or-
derly evolution, which had proceeded as rapidly as his environ-
ment permitted.

Parasitism, with war as its physical sequence, had been firmly
established under the plea of need, sometimes true, but more often
false, as a rule of human action. Individual parasitism made of
the weaker, a slave. Organized parasitism, the exploitation of
the many by the few, the few having at their head a leader in
business, or a war lord, led, in the one case, to the undue accumu-
lation of property, and in the other, to the foundation of a state.

These are only a few of the deductions which may be drawn
from the facts already clearly established by pre-documentary
history, which is each year becoming more intelligible, owing to
the painstaking work of the anthropologist. Only three quar-
ters of a century has elapsed since anthropology was recognized
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The Economic Interpretation of History was first formulated
by Karl Marx, a man unexcelled as a closet Philosopher, though in
much disfavor in consequence of his advanced socialistic views,
and his failure in practical affairs. It is based on the proposition,
that, as the existence of man depends upon his ability to sustain
himself, the economic relations are the basic conditions of human
life, and that to economic causes can be directly traced all the
changes in the structure of society, and all the manifestations of
social life.

The inclusiveness of the Marxian theory, perhaps can not be
better defined than by one of the pregnant sentences of its author.
‘“It is not the consciousness of mankind, that determines its ex-
istence, but on the contrary its social existence that determines
its consciousness.’’ Thus he interpreted all the phases of History
in the light of economic development, in economic terms, and
ascribed the advancement of man, along all lines, to economic
changes and conditions. This extreme view of the theory was
called historical materialism, and is fanciful and preposterous. It
has now been practically abandoned by the ablest advocates of
Economic Interpretation. They claim only, that the economic is
an important factor in social changes; that economic conditions
exert & preponderant, but not an exclusive influence upon the
progress of Society; that the ethical is not subordinated to the
economic life; that there need be no connection between one’s
economic welfare, and his moral impulses, but that the moral up-
lift of humanity has been closely connected with its economic
progress, and that a community can aspire to the highest ethical
values, only when it rests securely upon the foundation of & ma-
terial prosperity. It admits the facts of mentality; that the in-
tellectual life is primary, and the economie, secondary, and that
mans’ physical wants are exaggerated or modified through mental
action ; in short that there is no purely economic man.

"As thus defined there is much that is acceptable in the theory
of economic interpretation. It admits that Economics deals only
with one kind of social needs, while many such needs exist, moral,
religious, political, ethical, which demand attention. Further, ob-
jects may have economic utility, but there is a legal, technical,
physical and scientific utility as well, so many and so complicated
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are the relations of human life. A satisfactory analysis of the
motives which influence man is impossible, and will so remain un-
til Sociology, one of the youngest, and certainly the most com-
plex of the sciences of man, shall have definitely determined the
formulas and laws which will justify its full recognition.

The Economic Interpretation of History as now defined, does
not claim to explain, or to have rendered possible, all the phenom-
ena of human life, or that the economic element in History, is the
whole of History, but it seeks to emphasize certain forces which
it claims are fundamental, and without which neither physical,
intellectual or ethical life, could have attained its present status
of fruition.

IX

The purely materialistic Interpretation of History requires
only slight attention. History is an affair of the whole. It is in-
clusive, all embracing, and not mechanical. It has intense vital-
ity, and is no less than the record of human character in action.
Materialism, tersely defined, is the tendency in thought and deed
to treat a part, as if it were an integral, independent, self support-
ing whole. It is the narrow, exclusive, metallic and some times,
sordid view of things. It emphasizes an isolated experience, or @
class character, or a part of a great drama, and ignores the unity
of experience, the ripe results of mans’ relations to his fellows,
and to himself. There can be no real history, without the person,
without personality, and this most important element, material-
ism minimizes or repudiates. History welcomes, and seeks con-
tributions from the workers along materialistic lines. She will use
them faithfully, but only as parts of a beautiful whole, dominated
and vitalized by the human spirit.

X

One group of historical specialists urges the genealogical meth-
od in the Interpretation of History, and they cite the influence of
monarchs and of great men. They would introduce into the study
of Hlstory, the prmclples of mdnctmn, the formulas of the labora-
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ically, except under the leadership of a strong sovereign, or of
great men. They minimize environment as trivial, illusive and
uncertain. They exalt personality and heredity, and claim that
the true Interpretation of History is based on the laws of descent.

In the earliest time, before the struggle with nature com-
menced, men were on a parity. As the struggle progressed and
Parasitism developed, those who suceeeded in getting and keep-
ing the most of what men desired most, became great men, chiefs
or monarchs. This development reached its culmination in the
time of pre-documentary history, for as far back as the earliest
civilizations can be traced by their monuments, in the river val-
leys of the Tigris, the Buphrates and the Nile, they are found to
be under the control of well established dynasties of reigning
monarchs. In Assyria, Babylonia, Persia, Egypt and in Greece
and Rome, and down the centuries to our day, the influence of
great men has been very powerful.

The advocates of this method of Historical Interpretation in-
sist that two forces, the aristocratic and the democratie, are con-
stantly striving for ascendency. The aristocratic force represents
intellect, as well as wealth, and measures everything in terms of
achievement. The democratic force stands for the milieu, the
diffusion of suffrage, and the ambitions of the proletariat. One
force is uplifting, the other is leveling. It is claimed that the
leveling tendency has not as yet been equal to the opposing force,
else ‘‘the supremely important few’’ could not have been en-
gendered. Their preservation is secured through the operation of
another of the primal instinets of man. The children of mon-
archs marry within the purple, and as a rule, the children of
great men, and of the richer and more intelligent and successful
families, the families of achievement, intermarry, while the chil-
dren of the other classes, are left to marry among themselves. In
consequence the aristocratic forces are always at the fore. No
matter what may be the form of government, or how much pow-
er, in theory, the laws give to the people, so long as the sex im-
pulse tends to mate like with like, just so long will the laws of
mental heredity work toward the creation of governing classes.
Universal suffrage, universal education, social opportunity can
not prevent this division of mankind into varieties, castes and
breeds. It is one of the tendencies of organic evolution, and can
not be arrested.
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Hence, if the work of the world has been planned and ecarried
forward by monarchs, and by a few great men, and if these men
are the results of inbred inner forces, then the correct Interpreta-
tion of History will depend on the gametes, and the laws of His-
tory will conform to the laws of organie life.

Only a few short weeks since, I would have been inclined to
enter a strong protest against such a cold, scientific theory.

I have always had great respect for the common man, and I
have been proud to bear that designation. I have always felt
great sympathy for

‘““¢ & & & # the low and the humble the

weary and the broken in heart,
Who strove and who failed, acting bravely

a silent and desperate part.’’
I have felt like honoring

‘““# & & & % the defeated flags, irreparably torn,’’
that droop on the walls of so many of lifes’ chambers. I have
thought that the common men on every highway of the nation,
unrecognized, unknown, nameless, with few opportunities and
feeble powers, laboring with patience, industry and consecration
have played a worthy part in the progress of mankind; that the
mighty currents of history were formed by the great body of the
people; that the movers of the world were not Atlas or Archi-
medes, but the units of the race; that great men influenced so-
ciety and nations, with the same disinterestedness of purpose that
the mountain ranges give direction to the winds and the storm;
that statesmen and rulers were the creatures rather than the crea-
" tors of civilization, and that civilization stood for reason, liberty,
civility, justice, religion, knowledge, honor, integrity, morality,
all deep set, to use Emerson’s beautiful phrase, ‘‘in the grooves
of the celestial wheels.”’
I would have been inclined to quote from William Wetmore
Story :
‘“‘Speak History! Who are lifes victors? Unroll the
long annals and say,
Are they those whom the world called the victors,—
who won the success of a day?
The martyrs, or Nero? The Spartans who fell at
Thermopylae’s tryst,
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Or the Persians and Xerxes? His judges or Socrates?
Pilate, or Christ?”’

But now, burdened by the memories of these last weeks, and
appalled by the vision of the present, what can I say?

‘‘Our world has passed away,
In wantonness o’erthrown.
There’s nothing left to-day
But steel, and fire, and stone.”’

Recurring, however, for a moment to the subject of great
men, it should be remembered that the man and the opportunity
must meet. Julius Caesar founded the Roman Empire, but the Em-
pire would have been established without Caesar. The American
Revolution would have succeeded without Washington. The war
for the preservation of the Union of the States would have result-
ed, as it did, without Lincoln. In each case the man and the op-
portunity met, and the man was Caesar, or Washington or Lin-
coln, and for the time, he became the incarnation of his people.

That man achieves the name of being & great man, who has
presentiments of coming events and needs; who best interprets,
and develops and personifies the tendencies of his people, and be-
comes their exponent and champion, and succeeds, A people can
be led only by those who embody its dreams. Some of the grand-
est characters the earth has known have been called visionaries
and fanaties, and have suffered as martyrs, because they dreamed
their dreams too soon. They failed for their social environment
was not ready for their views. They lived too early.

‘‘But Humanity sweeps onward, where to-day
the martyr stands
On the morrow » L J » L J * . & = L J L ]
® ® ¢ & ¢ the hooting mob of yesterday, in
silent awe return
To glean up the scattered ashes into
History’s storied urn.’’

X1

The geographic interpretation of History demands careful
consideration. To those whose school days were contemporane-
ous with mine, geography remains in memory, largely a study of
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maps and locations, and the memorizing of names, descriptions and
boundaries. But since those days, the evolutionary idea has
transformed and unified geography, and it is now an integral
member of the anthropological group. The well directed labors
of Hedin, and of our own Huntington, and William Morris Davis,
together with the persistent efforts of the American Geographical
Society, which should not be confounded with the popular and
pictorial Washington organization of nearly the same name, geo-
graphic science is rapidly taking its proper place as one of the
bases of anthropology. Some of its devotees, however, go much
further, and claim that it deals not merely with the relations
which the inorganic forms bear to the organic forms of the same
region, but that it is the basis of all History, and that through
geography can History be correctly interpreted.

The anthropologist has learned that the development of man
has been greatly influenced by his physical environment, while
the sociologist has discovered that the conditions of human so-
ciety to-day are the result of racial characteristics, due to primal
instincts, past environment and present geographic conditions.
The form of the land, climate, the location of river, valleys and
mountain ranges, the fertility of the soil, and the accessibility of
water power, and of ore deposits are among the elements upon
which sociological conditions depend. The race has made the
most rapid progress under essentially the same climatic condi-
tions. This law apparently underlies all races, and all types of
civilization, and even the ideals of the individual, for Japan,
Northern China, Russia, Austria, Germany, France, England,
Canada and the United States, all of the north temperate zone, but
of diverse types, races and ideals, are the nations of our day,
which possess the high will power, energy and capacity for prog-
ress which are necessary for the dominance of the world.

The advocates of geographic interpretation cite the changed
climate of Central Asia and its effects upon its people, in proof of
their contention. Asia is probably the best place to study the re-
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ruins lie in deserts, where today there is no water supply. The
shallow lakes which abound, bear evidence that their areas have
been greatly circumseribed. Four hundred years before the Chris-
tian era, the Caspian sea was a hundred and fifty feet higher than
now, while well preserved strands show that the level, at an ear-
lier time, was six hundred feet higher than at present. The hosts
of Alexander crossed ancient Iran on a route which to-day would
not furnish a caravan of twenty camels with water and forage.

From the Caspian to Manchuria, Asia is @ country of deserts.
Only a sixteenth part is permanently habitable. Nomadism pre-
vails on the plains, and intensive agriculture in the oases, but
evidences everywhere abound, that throughout this vast region, in
an earlier age, fierce and vigorous peoples lived in competence,
contentment, prosperity and power. Through slow changes of cli-
mate, aridity crept stealthily upon the land. At the same time the
population was increasing normally. Food became scarce. The
instinet of self preservation was aroused, for beneath all the am-
bitions of rulers and the antagonisms of races, is the never end-
ing struggle for bread. As a result, the most aggressive forms of
parasitism were developed. Migrations followed, and the inva-
sion of more favored lands.

Europe was overwhelmed by the barbarians, the Mahometan
Arabs, the bestial but invincible Mongolsunder Genghis Khan and
the wild Asian horsemen of Tamerlane. These migrations and
invasions which changed the boundaries of states, the character
of peoples and ensanguined the earth, were caused by the changed
productivity of Asia, and changed produectivity as claimed by the
advocates of Geographical Interpretation, depends upon geo-
graphic faects, and especially upon climatic pulsations.

The earlier migrations are similarly explained. I will allude
to only two. Six thousand years ago the Semites, a people of a
persistent type, migrated from the vicinity of the present Syrian
desert to Mesopotamia, and foreced gradually upon the people of
Sumer, a new language, and a new type of civilization. Here, sur-
rounded by ancient seats of culture, mysterious deserts, and the
highlands of Asia, at the physical center, from which those move-
ments of history have sprung which have made possible the life
of to-day, the wonderful Hebrew race planted itself, for its con-
quest of the world. Millennium after millennium have passed, and
the Jew still persists, and without a national existence, and

LY
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without a common language, seems to be the race which can do
everything, except to fail.

In this early time also, the Dynasts, entering Egypt from
Southern Arabia by way of the Red Sea, possessed the land. They
had acquired the art of writing. Their culture was compara-
tively high. Their art was full of vigor and character and accur-
ate in anatomical detail. Through them, Egypt found herself,
and a long period of culture, prosperity and domination followed,
as is amply evidenced by her ruins which have been the admira-
tion, as well as among the unsolved enigmas, of all the later cen-
turies.

The Hebrew conception of the relations of Man to his fellows
and to the Supreme Power could hardly have been moulded, un-
der other physical conditions than were presented by the geo-
graphic grandeur and the favorable climatic conditions which
prevailed in Palestine at the opening of our era. Egyptian civili-
zation without its marble deserts, its dream laden air and the
mystic Nile, would have been bereft of its wonderful enchantment,
and its insoluble mysteries.

If the climatic pulsations had not occurred, which as is claim-
ed caused these early migrations from the Syrian desert, end
from Arabia, we can form no conception of what would have tak-
en the place of these two mighty world movements, one of which
is to-day vitalizing life in every land, while the other lies in ruins,
dead by the banks of its own mysterious river.

Thus it will be seen that geography, as at present defined, has
been closely connected with the events of History. That it is the
sole interpreter of those events, however, we can not concede.
Geographic environment is one of the great moulding forces of hu-
manity. It inspires men with energy, or burdens him with lassi-
tude, but it is distinetly secondary to his primal instinects, and to
the psychologic character of human consciousness, to which in the
last analysis, we must depend for the true Interpretation of His-

tory.
X1

We could discuss many other methods of interpretation, the
linguistie, the political, founded on the trend in written history
from monarchy to democracy, from despotism to liberty, the re-
ligious or ethical, based upon the incalculable influence upon hu-
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manity, of the five great religions, the Judaic, symbolic of duty,
Confucianism, of order, Mohammedanism, of justice, Buddhism,
of patience, and Christianity, of love.

But why is further review necessary? Simply because of
man, inscrutable man. Man with his inconstant and elusive spirit,
and his complex and enigmatic personality, all swathed in the
world old wrappings oi his primal instincts. In the last analysis,
none of these methods of interpretation is satisfactory. A vital
element, life itself, is absent from them all. We must go a step
further and invoke the aid of Psychology, the science which
treats of the nature and relations of the varied phenomena of
human consciousness. In the problem of interpretation, there are
two controlling factors, one the material, which includes all the
methods so far reviewed, and the other, the psychie, the exponent
and the interpreter, of the mind and spirit of man. The solution
of the problem rests not merely with environments, but with life,
and the constant interactions passing between them. History
can not be explained from the outside. Narratives, processes,
facts and doings are the crude stuff of history, but of themselves
they lack unity and cohesion. They need explanation and analy-
sis, and synthesis, and only through psychology can they be
transmuted into an harmonious whole. The psychological inter-
pretation of history rests on the postulate that thought follows
purpose, and that mans’ mentality has been developed by the dif-
ficulties he has encountered, and through the problems of exist-
ence he has solved. History is a record of continuous, never ceas-
ing attempts to adjust human relationships. Each adjustment,
however, has resulted in the development of new problems, each
more complex than the preceding, Thus there is always an incen-
tive, and a necessity for further effort. The quest is never ended,
but as its objects grow more distinet, and as the field widens, and
the complications multiply, and the mysteries deepen, its fascina-
tions increase. From the vantage ground of this review, we may
now repeat the question with which we started.

X111
In the meantime we have beheld the visions of which Keble
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We have noted the repetitions and the dark shadows of his-
tory. While cognizant of the achievements of our civilization, we
realize that we are still within the easy clutch of the same primal
instinets which in the earliest ages of pre-documentary history,
impelled the savage man to pillage and slaughter. So we are not
content merely to ask, Why? as to the past, but we turn in ques-
tioning wonder toward the future. Will our civilization be a per-
manent possession of mankind, commensurate with the toil and
labor, the suffering and blood with which it has been developed,
or like so many former civilizations will it be known in the future
by a few scattered earth mounds, some undecipherable monu-
ments, and an interesting legend?

If the material interpretations of history, as distinguished
from the psychological, are correct, then the question could be
dealt with as a mathematical problem. The growth or decay of
a civilization depends, however, upon the operations of the human
mind, the conduct of human affairs, and the ambitions, stability
and virility of the individuals constituting the generations as they
flit across the crowded stage of effort, and disappear into the Im-
perceptible. History, from the view point of the psychologist, re-
ports more than the end of the journey. It distinguishes between
the constructive and destructive agencies, which during every foot
of the way are struggling strenuously for control. This leads us
to consider the forces involved in the organic advance starting
from the protozoa. Passing reflex action, we reach the higher
plane of existence where instinet is supreme. Here we must dis-
tinguish between the individual and the race. The individual is
purely transitory, while the race possesses elements of perma-
nency. Yet the race is wholly dependent upon the instinct of the
individual for its perpetuation, Instinet is & positive impulse in-
herited and transmissible, which to the individual is tyrannous,
subordinating him absolutely to the race. Instinct, acting through
the individual, and in passing, gratifying his immediate impulses,
accomplishes its great object and assures the future of the race.
It seems primarily to seek an individual end, but the ultimate pur-
pose is racial.
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vidual. Instinet subjects man to racial servitude, while reason
frees him from that servitude, and from the sacrifices involved
in parenthood. Reason is heedless of the race, as is shown by its
effect upon the reproductive stress in France, and in all the Latin
and Anglo-Saxon lands, and within the last three decades, even
in some parts of Germany. Instinet alone, is powerless to control
the birth rate, while the race under the sway of pure reason, can
not be sustained, and the collapse and ultimate disappearance
of civilization, is inevitable.

Thus instinet fails to proteet the individual, and reason, act-
ing in the deliberate pursuit of self interest, fails to protect the
race. Searching further along the line of organic advance, we
find the impulse which leads to disinterested conduct. It makes
little difference what it is called, super-rational, religion, altru-
ism or duty. It must reach beyond the individual and the race,
and bring us into relation with the infinite, the universe. It must
teach a reasoned self sacrifice, as a rule of life. Duty must take
the place of interest, service must be enthroned, and both liberty
and law must be retained. Neither the individual, nor the race
should be supreme, but each should be the complement of the
other. Thus, the enslavement of the individual by the race, which
comes with instinet, will be prevented by the racial liberty which
comes with reason. The family should be the unit of existence,
the central power in society, the amnbition of the individual, the
solicitude of statesmen, and the choicest possession of the state.

X1V

Two thousand years ago two great civilizations existed, the
Chinese and the Roman. The Chinese was already many centuries
old, while the Roman was of comparatively recent origin. To-day
the civilization of China, venerable and unimpaired, is a great
world factor, while Roman civilization vanished from the earth
fifteen centuries ago.

In Rome the Empire was an end in itself. Everything was
subservient to the state. Ease, luxury and power were the ob-
jects of ambition. There was no pride in race. The marriage
contract was dissoluble at pleasure, and family life disappeared.
Petronius says ‘‘No one acknowledges children, for the man who
has heirs is never invited to any festive gathering, while on the
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other hand the childless man is loaded with honors.’”’ Even Sen-
eca consoles & mother who has just lost an only son, by reminding
her of the greater consideration she will now receive, being child-
less. A brilliant attempt was made in Rome to establish a civil-
ization on a purely earthly and material basis, with pure reason
in the ascendant, and it failed. Then Constantine removed the
seat of imperial power from depopulated Italy to the Bosphorous,
civilization retrograded and mediaevalism followed.

In China, through all the centuries of its existence, the hu-
man waste, the squalor, the wretchedness have been unspeak-
able, through the neglect of science and sanitation. Learning,
however, is honored. The people are respectful, industrious and
peaceable. They possess a high mentality, and their physical and
intellectual development is quite equal to that of the white race.
While they have great nobility of individual character, yet the
life of the individual is impoverished by his loyalty to duty, Pure
reason plays no part in China. Its people were subjugated to
duty in some century so remote, that no chronicle remains. The
Chinese conception of life consists of an absolute filial piety, ex-
tending backward from ancestor to ancestor, to the beginning,
and forward to the ultimate generation. The state and society
and the individual, exist only that the family may be perpetua-
ted. The family is the purpose of existence, and is absolutely in-
violable. As a result, the race has proven invulnerable, and its
civilization permanent.

Of the extinet civilizations the Egyptian was the most stable
andlasting. Its duration of over forty centuries is, however,
fully explained by the devotion of the Egyptians to the race,
their reverence of the phallic deities, and of Min, the God of Gen-
eration. He was one of their Greater Gods, and the only one who
could punish those who sinned against him. The marvelously
mysterious civilization by the Nile has disappeared, but the power
of the God, Min, has not waned, and he still scourges to their
death the civilizations which disobey him.
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acter of her civilization was owing in part to the attention given
to genetic research, for the Greeks were probably the earliest peo-
ple to indulge in eugenic fantasies. It is quite likely that their
experiments in eugenics, aceelerated the destruction of the race.

Civilization is not the creature of heredity. Intellectual pow-
er does not spring from breeding, supervised by pure reason.
Human love not only makes life worth living, but it elevates and
consecrates the lives it generates. As tersely defined by Emerson,
it is the ‘‘private and tender relation of one to one, the enchant-
ment of human life; which like a certain divine rage and enthusi-
asm, seizes on man at one period and works a revolution in his
mind and body; unites him to his race, pledges him to the do-
mestic and civic relations, carries him with new sympathy into
nature, enhances the power of the senses, opens the imagination,
adds to his character heroic and sacred attributes, establishes mar-
riage, and gives permanence to human society.’’

As the antithesis of the Athenian, note the permanence of
the Jew. Unchanged from the earliest historic times, a pathetic
hope, has rendered his race indestructible,—a hope ensphered in
duty, outranking both Instinct and Reason, but making willing
handmaidens of them both. The family founded in love, and in
the expectation of its continuity, is his altar. He lives for his
children, to the remotest generation, for to his clear vision there
will appear among them, and of them, in some ripened hour, the
long sought Messiah, the ideal King.

XV

We have said that it made little difference what we called
the movement in the organic advance, standing next higher than
reason. Let us then, in its manifestations in the races, and in
peoples, call it character, and then proceed to its analysis, to the
end that we may arrive at some conclusion as to the perma-
nence of our civilization.

We have seen that the veneer with which civilization has
masked mans’ primal instinets and their sequences, is not intend-
ed to bear the strain of life, and that these instincts have abated
nothing of their pristine ferocity and brutality. These instinets
are fixed, and there are in each race, intellectual and moral char-
acteristics as well, which are also fixed. They form the mental
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constitution of the race, and this, like the primal instinets, is as
immutable as its anatomical form, not absolutely unvarying, but
varying only by imperceptible changes, through long periods of
time. These characteristics, in their totality, stand for the race,
its past and its present. They represent its ancestors, their mo-
tives, their thoughts and their deeds, while their aggregate, con-
stitutes the soul, the character of the race or of the people.

Viewing the influences exercised upon the individuals of & race
from the standpoint of the psychologist, they may be divided into
three classes, two of them being psychologic. The most important
is that of ancestors, the next that of parents, and the last, that of
environment. Consequently each individual is the representative
of his race. He partakes of its character, its essence, which
though invisible, shapes his ideas, controls his beliefs, and con-
structs his ideals. Le Bon aptly says:

‘“A people is guided far more by its dead, than by its living
members. It is by its dead, and by its dead alone, that a race is
founded. Century after century our departed ancestors have fash-
ioned our ideas and our conduct. The generations which have
passed away do not bequeath us their physieal -constitution
merely, they bequeath their thoughts. The dead are the only un-
disputed masters of the living. We bear the burden of their mis-
takes, we reap the reward of their virtues.’’

XVI

We have no time to inquire into the origin of races, or the
method of race formation. It is simply a process of progressive
unification. A few factors, however, are basic; common tradi-
tions, common interests, common ideas and common beliefs. If
this unification is the result of natural hereditary growth, ex-
tending through many generations, it gives great coherence and
solidarity to the character of a people, and entitles it to the appel-
lation of an historical race.

Absolute racial purity does not exist in any of the historical
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This shortened the formative process, and the concensus as to
beliefs, traditions and interests was greatly hastened, The re-
sultant is the Englishman of to-day, who personifies the most
typical race in Europe. In France, the Breton, the Provencal,
the Norman and the Flemings are racially distinct, as are the
Slavs, Germans and Hungarians of Austria. The force inherent
in a fixed race is shown by the wonderful success of the English
as colonizers. In India fifty thousand Englishmen hold two mil-
lion Hindoos in leash. They are able to do this through the
strength of their character, and not through their intelligence,
for many of the Hindoos equal or excel the English in intelligence.
Character gives power, while intelligence without character, which
is the soul of the race, is a source of weakness, and leads as in
Rome and Greece to degeneracy and oblivion. Intelligence is
easily transmitted, while race character is inherent, and can no
more be transferred to another race, than can its aenatomical
frame. The English have recognized this great principle, and
have not attempted to impose their character upon the Asian, or
any inferior people, but have respected their customs, ideals and
traditions, and have allowed them largely to govern themselves.
They have not intermarried with the natives of India, and there-
by have preserved intact, their most valuable possession, their
race character. Interbreeding with a race far inferior in char-
acter leads unerringly, to the dissolution or disappearance of the
superior race. The effect of heredities, too diverse, is to destroy
morality, weaken intellect, and undermine character. It causes
degeneration as is shown in the West Indies where the offspring
of whites and negroes are in control. The early Aryan invaders
of India preserved their character and achieved their prestige,
only through their persistent preservation of their racial purity.

Xvia

We are, however, more vitally interested in the Anglo-Saxon
race as transplanted to North America, and developed amid the
marvelous natural resources, and boundless areas of the New
World. It possessed great homogeneity, and a sturdy character
noted for its independence, energy, initiative and optimism. It
was noted for its austere morality, its intense individuality, and
its high ideals. The soul of the race, as established in the United
States, and as it existed until after the war between the States,
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was 80 virile, so compelling, that the new immigrants chiefly of
English antecedents were easily absorbed and vied with the ear-
lier comers, in advancing what had become a common belief, a
sublime faith in Manifest Destiny. The air was so impregnated
with self reliance and efficiency, that only the Anglo-Saxon could
survive. There was no room for the improvident or the incap-
able. Whether individuals or races, weaklings or the American
Indian, the inferior was doomed to death.

These conditions continued until after the war between the
States. The course of events made the war inevitable, but if wise
counsels had prevailed, the controversy which led to the war
would have been avoided, and no armed conflict would have been
necessary or possible. Prior to January 1, 1830, when the publica-
tion of ‘‘The Liberator’’ was commenced, the trend in the south-
ern states toward gradual emancipation was unmistakable, and
societies were being rapidly organized for that end. The meth-
od proposed was the same that had been followed so successfully
in New York. Normally the movement would have been carried
to triumphant fruition, within the century, and in a manner
which would have best subserved the interests of the negro him-
self.

Then came the bitter sectional attack upon slavery, as the
South’s ‘‘peculiar institution,’’ and the denunciation of the Fed-
eral Constitution as ‘‘a eovenant with death, and a league with
hell.”” The South rallied to its own, as the people of any self-
respecting locality would have done, and the ‘‘irrepressible con-
flict’’ commenced. Thus in good faith, actuated by the highest
altruistic motives, or by loyalty to community and state, but
lacking foresight and wisdom, the people were swept toward the
war between the States, which a century or more hence, when
their history is written, will be called the opening episode of the
Great Catastrophe.

The war and its termination brought their attendant evils;
moral standards were lowered, public corruption grew with op-
portunity, ideals of conduct were shattered, the old time spirit of
reflection and repose passed out of American life, and the spirit
of unrest, speculation and greed entered in. Worst of all, parasit-
ism, which to that time had been a negligible force in the nation,
was developed. In its most subtle form, it soon assumed alarm-
ing proportions, and exploitation for pelf, plunder and property,
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was carried forward on a grander scale than the world had
known, even in the mediaeval ages; the exploitation by the strong-
er and better equipped, of the weak and feeble, either within the
law, by means of subtleties, technicalities, patents or bargain and
sale of personal and official honor, or without the law, through
the inability of the wronged party, from lack of nerve or financial
ability to seek justice. In this way a great number of private
fortunes were amassed of such stupendous magnitude es to con-
stitute & menace to the state.

Extravagance in living was engendered. Economy was ex-
iled,—economy which was a cardinal virtue in the days before the
war, and which Emerson calls ‘‘a high, humane office, a sacra-
ment when its aim is grand; when it is the prudence of simple
tastes; when it is practised for freedom, or love or devotion.”’
Strange ideas of life, of justice and of government, which we
have no time to enumerate, had their powerful and persistent
champions. The number of divorces rapidly increased. Promi-
nent leaders in a nation wide movement for so-called justice, de-
clared that marriage, as an institution, was a failure, and that
the home, as an institution, no longer existed.

I refer to these matters in passing, and there are many others
quite as pertinent. There is no need, or time for comment. I
leave them with you, as historical students, for your consideration
in some thoughtful hour, and for comparison with the conditions
existing in Greece and Rome, and in other vanished Empires, dur-
ing the later days of their resplendent power, when their racial
characters, which had placed them in the forefront of the world,
were being insidiously undermined, and their souls were being
smothered to their extinction.

XVIII

Immigration rapidly increased after the war, and its char-
acter radically changed. The last available statistics show that
over eighty per cent of our immigrants now come from Southern,
Central and Eastern Europe. They are so constituted racially,
that they can contribute nothing to the perpetuation of the Anglo-
Saxon race, or the preservation of the Anglo-Saxon character. So
far as they possess intelligence, & large proportion of them have
respect for our institutions, and have no desire to overthrow our
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civilization. If it were not for the bondage of race they would
advance it.

It is the old story of the barbarian. Kipling in his iron
lines, speaking of England says: ‘‘The Hun is at the gaté.”” In
America we may paraphrase this and say: ‘‘The Hun is in the
gate.”” We are apt to speak carelessly of the invasion of Rome
by the Barbarian, as if it were a hostile invasion for the purpose
of overthrowing its civilization. On the contrary the fall of Rome
was caused by those who were attracted by the power and glory
of Roman civilization, and who desired its continuance. They
did not interfere with laws, languages or lands, Until the sev-
enth century their coins bore the effigies of the emperors, and
until the last of the Merovingian Kings, they endeavored as best
they knew, to maintain the great civilization, whose soul they
could not nourish. But they did not possess the Roman charac-
ter. They were not inspired by the Roman soul, and were utterly
powerless to preserve the wonderful fabrie of Roman civilization.
Some invasions are as dangerous as lost battles. Even the an-
cient peoples recognized this, and extended no welecoming hand
across the racial line.

Do we realize how far our barbarian invasion has progressed?
To-day over one-half of the population of the United States is
non-Anglo-Saxon, and a very appreciable portion of this element
is composed of people so widely differentiated by race from the
Anglo-Saxon, as to be incapable of appreciating, much less of
strengthening and advancing our civilization. In some of our
cities, considerably less than half the population is American, and
a large number is ignorant of our language. Of our later Presi-
dents, Grover Cleveland has been the only one who has had the
sagacity and moral courage to discern the danger of existing con-
ditions, and to favor radical legislation as to immigration. Mean-
while concession after concession has been made to non-Saxon
ideas in manners, customs, laws and institutions. And look at
the concessions of to-day.

Over seas, our race and our Motherland, is engaged in e life
and death struggle with a Hun, the representative of egotism in
thought and action; materialism in culture and in the Interpreta-
tion of History ; nihilism in national and international ethies; par-
asitism in power and absolutism in government. In its inception,
the European war was purely racial, between the Germans headed
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by the successors of the Teutonic Knights of the Third Crusade,
and the Slavs. Then solemn international obligations carried a
nation of the Latin race into the maelstrom. Finally after exhaust-
ing every resource of diplomacy, England was compelled to choose
between national dishonor and war. Between these alternatives
the Anglo-Saxon character permitted no moment of hesitation.

XIX

To Americans the issue is very simple. The war is a struggle
between the culture and civilization of the Anglo-Saxon race, and
the Teutonic, with its dark traditions, its feudal absolutism, and
its ambition to crush and command the world. All the other is-
sues have now become, for us, incidental and trivial. If Ger-
many is victorious, Russian Poland, Belgium, Holland, Denmark,
large areas of England’s colonial possessions, and perhaps all of
France, will become a part of the German Empire, while many
of the Balkan states and perhaps Italy, will pass to Austria.
Homer Lea’s ‘‘scarlet circle of Saxon power, girdling the earth,
with & thin red line, so thin with his numbers, so red with his
blood’’ will be irretrievably broken, its prestige will be destroyed,
and in a few generations Anglo-Saxon civilization will disappear
in England and her colonial possessions. If successful, Germany,
at the close of the present war, will be sole arbiter of continental
Europe, and will at once enter upon the career of world domina-
tion for which she has been so eager. Paraguay, Uruguay, Brazil
and Argentina, already systematically prepared for the event, by
German emigration, will be made German colonies. With this
broad footing on the western continent, battle will very soon be
struck between German Imperialism and the United States. With
Germany triumphant in 1916, there can be but one result to such
a struggle, with the Greater Germany of 1920, or later.

‘Whatever strain of racial blood may flow in our veins, view-
ing the record of Anglo-Saxon achievement in the New World,
a record unsurpassed, are we willing these things should happen?
Yet, in some of our publie schools, free speech as to the European
cataclysm, has been prohibited and discussion of the Great War
is not allowed. Further, and more amazing and depressing still,
at this crucial time, when the fate of our race, and of ‘the prinei-
ples upon which our government is founded, hang in the even bal-
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ence, President Wilson instructs us that ‘‘ We must be impartial
in thought, as well a8 action, must put a curb upon our sentiments
¢ ® & ¢ ¢ that might be construed as a preference of one
party to the struggle before the other.”’

History gives only one interpretation as to great empires
composed of different races. They are short-lived, but the term
of their existence can be somewhat extended, if there be a pro-
gressive unification, and a wise fealty toward the superior race, on
the part of the other races, excepting only the distinetly inferior
ones. With them, there should be no intermarriage, and they
should be allowed to vegetate or die.

In the present emergency we should observe a strict official
neutrality, until such time as we may be obliged to choose as
England did. This is not an impossible contingency, for Germany
must not win. If our civilization is to survive, we must be free in
thought and action to sympathize with the great race, under
whose powerful initiative and sure guidance this nation has been
builded. In sentiment we should be loyal to the character, and
responsive to the sorely tested soul of that wonderful race. We
should preserve its character for the later generations. Our
schools should teach racial, as well as national patriotism. When
the race is in jeopardy, loyalty to race is as essential as loyalty to
country. Through wise action along these lines, the closing scenes
of the Great Catastrophe may yet be postponed for many genera-
tions.

XX

Life is & process of disillusionment. It begins in the cradle
and ends only with the close of consciousness. Illusions are the
masters of life. They create for man the enchanted mirages of
his dreams and hopes, and have been among the most powerful
forces of civilization and of life. They are transitory, but ’fhe
potency of their spell has been well expressed by Goethe: ‘‘Side
by side with the real world, there is & world of illusion, more pow-
erful than the real, and in it, dwell a majority of men.’”’ Tlusion
delivers us to illusion, and there is no end.
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be @s reasonable to.day, to.deny the. existence of death, as to
prophesy the end of war, and the advent of universal peaee. Wise
Plato wrote for all the generations of mankind: ‘‘Al states are
in perpetual war with all. For that which we call peace, is no
more than merely a name, whilst in reality nature has set all com-
munities in an unproclaimed, but everlasting -war with eéach
other.”” The utmost for which we c¢an hope, is that a greater
number of guestions will be settled by arbitration, and that wars
will be less frequent, as the centuries pass. History’s course is in
a circle, but we may hope at least, though perhaps under the
magic spell of a fresh illusion, that the ecircle is ever widening.

The value of mere intelligence has been an illusion, which is
now dispelled, High intelligence and culture have always led to
deterioration. Brilliancy and achievement in thought and action,
without character, accelerate the decline. It is character alone,
which strengthens the soul of a people, and the soul is the very
essence of its life.

We are living in the gorgeous afternoon of the Latin and
Anglo-Saxon day. If the past throws any light on the future, we
are treading the same road over which the earlier civilizations
passed. Many generations will come and go, however, before the
last phase of the Great Catastrophe is reached, and it is possible
that in the meantime some of the races now largely represented
in our population, will be able to maintain their racial integrity,
and to establish its supremacy. It is not likely, however, that
they will be able to do this, as they are already strongly impreg-
nated with the same virus, which is hastening the Latin and the
Anglo-Saxon civilizations in their decline.

Other civilizations will arise. The Jew, the Japanese, the
Slav, and the Mongol are the great reserves of Humanity, There
is no reason why each of these races should not have within it, in
the fullness of time, the germs of a civilization as brilliant, and
as commanding, as any which shall have preceded, provided in the
meantime, the physical cataclysm be postponed, which science
tells us will close the existence of the material scene.

And always and ever, illusions will largely influence the lives
of men. No matter how many are dispelled, the ring is never
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broken. New visions will appear, arousing new ambitions, awak-
ening new hopes, and suggesting new mysteries. And the old, old
questionings will continue,

‘““Wind of the morning, wind of the gloaming, wind of the night,
What is it that you whisper to the moor
All the day long and every day and year,
Resting and whispering, rustling and whispering, hastening and
whispering
Around, across, beneath
The tufts and hollows of the listening heath?’’



FORTS AND BLOCK HOUSES IN THE
MOHAWK VALLEY.

By Nellis M. Crouse, Utica, N. Y.

From the Canadian frontier almost to the Gulf of Mexico
there arises, not far from the Atlantic seaboard, a mighty chain
of mountains, the Appalachian, which forms a barrier between
the seacoast and the fertile prairies of the Mississippi Valley. The
White Mountains in New Hampshire, the Green Mountains in
Vermont, the Adirondacks and Catskills in New York, the Alle-
ghanies in Pennsylvania, the Blue Ridge in Virginia and the
Great Smoky Mountains in North Carolina, all part of the parent
chain, jealously guard the rich fields beyond them. Yet nature,
as though to aid the white man, left a gateway through her wall.
For centuries before the first explorers touched our shores, the
Mohawk River had been slowly cutting through the barrier, shov-
eling away great masses of earth and carrying them to the Hud-
son River, whence they were borne out to sea. So that when the
early pioneers reached the site of modern Albany & broad ma-
jestic valley lay before them, through which flowed & beautiful
river offering the only waterway to the west south of the St. Law-
rence.

It was through this valley that the settlers, first Dutch and
then English, began to push their way westward. The excellent
opportunities for fur trade first lured the pioneers up the valley;
then, as the land seemed good to them, they settled on the banks
of the Mohawk, erecting little palisades around their dwellings
which they dignified by the name of forts, Later, when the
strategic value of the Mohawk Valley became apparent to Eng-
lish commanders (especially during the French and Indian wars
and the Revolution), fortifications of & more pretentious charac-
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ter were erected. Thus there were, during the last half of the
eighteenth century, forts ranging from mere palisaded dwellings
to Fort Stanwix, built at a cost of sixty thousand pounds. Simms,
in his ‘‘Frontiersmen of New York,’’ thus speaks of the smaller
structures: ‘‘There were many small military posts on the fron-
tier usually called private dwellings, fitted for defence; some of
which were palisaded and others were not; but all such were
called forts.”’ Of such a nature were Fort Ehle and Fort Failing
near Canajoharie, and Fort Rensselaer in that village,-whose old
stone house has come down even to our own day. Near Nelliston
were Fort Wagner, Fort Fox, Fort Hess, Fort Klock, Fort Nellis,
Fort Timmerman and Fort House, the dwellings of individual set-
tlers fortified for purposes of defence. These forts, though they
played an inconspicuous part in history, are well worth mention-
ing, as they show, better than anything else, the state of constant
danger in which the early pioneers lived, and bear mute testimony
to the courage and endurance of our forefathers.

First, and perhaps best known, of all fortifications in the
state is Fort Orange. The historical data concerning its erection
and settlement are by no means uniform, though, when we stop to
consider the meagerness of records at that time, the knowledge is
very satisfactory. The following is the most plausible account.

During the first two decades of the seventeenth century the
Walloons, French Protestants who had taken refuge in Holland
from the Spanish Inquisition whieh at that time was raging in
the provinces of Hainault and Luxembourg, and who are not to
be confounded with the Refugees who fled France after the revo-
cation of the Ediet of Nantes, inspired by the example of the Par-
itans, desired to emulate them and found a colony in the New
World. So they petitioned the British Government for permis-
sion to settle in Virginia. The West India Company, hearing this,
offered the prospective settlers an induecement to locate in New
Netherland. The offer was gladly accepted, and in 1624 a sturdy
little band landed near the site of modern Albany on the western
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Such is the most authentic account. Simms, however, tells us
that & fort was erected by some Dutch settlers in 1614 at a spot
where sloop navigation on the Hudson was supposed to end, and
that this fort was afterwards rebuilt and named Fort Orange. It
may be that this fort is the one Weise mentions in his history of
Albany, for he speaks of a Fort Nassau on Castle (now Van Rens-
selaer) Island, whose origin is not definitely known, though there
were rumors that the French or the Spaniards had erected it.
Still another account mentions a certain Corstiaensen who erected,
about two miles below the site of the future Fort Orange, a fort
on Kasteeul (Castle) Island, calling it Nassau. This Corstiaen-
sen it would seem was murdered by the Indians, and his lieuten-
ant, a man named Elkins, carried on a modest fur trade for a few
years afterwards, though by the time the Walloons arrived he
had disappeared. This chronicle also hints that Fort Nassau was
destroyed by spring floods,

Fort Orange and the little colony under its wing grew and
prospered. Its inhabitants, neighbors of the famous Iroquois
Nation, drove a thriving business in furs and pelts, especially
those of the beaver with which that region abounded. Glowing
reports were sent to the West India Company, and everything
portended a successful career for the sturdy little colony. Shortly
afterwards New Amsterdam was founded on Manhattan Island,
the land having been bought from the Indians at a fabulously low
figure. In 1626 the governor, Peter Minuit, removed his official
seat from Fort Orange to New Amsterdam.

At this time the commander of Fort Orange brought about
embarrassing complications by taking sides in & skirmish between
two Indian tribes. The savages in their resentment killed the sol-
diers sent against them, though they did not molest the colony.
But fear of further consequences threw the settlers into a panic
and drove those with families to remove to New Amsterdam,
leaving only a small garrison to hold the fort. Fortunately for
the future of the infant colony Killaen van Rensselaer in 1630
purchased a tract of land just south of Fort Orange, and there
established a goodly settlement which he called Rensselaerwyck.
At this the Dutch took heart and once more established themselves
at Fort Orange, where in conjunction with their neighbors at
Rensselaerwyck they soon organired an important fur emporium.

‘We can searcely relate the history of Fort Orange without
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mentioning one of the stirring incidents in the life of that coura-
geous Jesuit father, Isaac Jogues. In 1643 a party of Mohawk
braves reached the St. Lawrence River where they captured an
expedition of French priests with their Indian guides, among
whom was Father Jogues. The unfortunate missionary describes
in his diary the harrowing experiences he underwent at his cap-
tors’ hands, during his journey from Canada to the Indian
stronghold in the Mohawk Valley. According to Indian custom
he was compelled to run the gauntlet between two rows of war-
riors who, armed with clubs and tomahawks, beat him into insen-
sibility. Not satisfied with this the Indians tore out his beard
and gnawed his fingertips to the bone causing him the most ex-
cruciating suffering. In this state the wretched man was led to
an Indian village where preparations had been made for his death,
‘When the news of these proceedings reached Fort Orange, the
settlers, appalled at such ferocity and fearing for their own skins
as well, determined to placate the Mohawks and obtain, if possi-
ble, the release of the Jesuits. For this purpose they appointed a
commission consisting of Arendt van Curler, a man well known
for his influence over the Indians, and two or three other prom-
inent citizens. The deputies met with a warm reception from
their hosts; presents of furs, wampum and provisions were offered
them with every protestation of friendship; but when the white
men broached their mission, the savages declined to make any
concession further than sparing the lives of their prisoners. Fath-
er Jogues lived for some time at the Indian camp, until, when ac-
companying his captors on a fishing expedition, he was fortunate
enough to make good his escape and find refuge in a vessel which
eventually bore him home. Fortunately for us he remained long
enough at Fort Orange to record his impressions. In regard to
the fortifications he wrote: ‘‘A wretched little fort, called Fort
Orange, built of stakes, with four or five pieces of cannon of
Breteuil and as many swivels. This has been reserved and is
maintained by the West India Company. This fort was formerly
on an island in the river [here the Jesuit evidently confounds it
with Fort Nassau on Castle Island]; it is now on the mainland to-
wards the Iroquois, a little above the said island.”’

Fort Orange underwent the same vicissitudes in change of
ownership as did New Amsterdam. In 1664 it surrendered to the
English with even less resistance than the village on Manhattan
offered ; for there was no Peter Stuyvesant to rouse the inhabi-



FORTS AND BLOCK HOUSES IN THE MOHAWK VALLEY 7

tants from their lethargy. The fort was renamed Albany by its
English captors, only to be called Nassau, when nine years later
Lieutenant Salisbury hauled down his flag to the Dutch. The
treaty of Westminster, 1674, between England and the Nether-
lands, once and for all decided the fate of Fort Orange—Albany
—Nassau; again it passed into English hands, the name Albany
being finally affixed to it.

From the time England first acquired permanent hold on New
Netherland, the current of events turned into a new channel. The
great wars of Louis XIV and Louis XV in the Old World were
re-enacted on & smaller scale in the wilds of American forests and
along the banks of American rivers, where rough frontiersmen,
to whom Home Government was but a mighty power casting its
shadow across the Atlantic, flew to arms, and carried on a war-
fare with all the bitterness and enthusiasm of the Europeans
themselves. A series of wars, with Indians as allies and Indians
as enemies, desperate struggles lasting half a century, now began
between the French and English for supremacy in the New
World, ending only on the Plains of Abraham with England the
vietor. When hostilities opened there were two important Eng-
lish settlements within easy striking distance of the Canadian
frontier—Albany and Schenectady. The latter was a small village
founded on the tract of land known as Schonowe or the Great
Flat, which Arendt van Curler, representing the colonists at Fort
Orange and Rensselaerwyck, had purchased from the Indians in
1661, Schenectady boasted a blockhouse that was located, so
far as can now be ascertained, at the junction of Front and
‘Washington streets. Moreover, the village was surrounded by a
palisaded wall, with the blockhouse at one angle, to proteect it
from assault; though how effectual such protection was, the fol-
lowing incident will show.

In 1690 Count Frontenac, governor of Canada, organized an
expedition to descend Liake Champlain and capture Albany. The
plan was a bold one and seemed likely to succeed, as the inclem-
ency of the weather (it was midwinter when they started) tend-
ed to render the colonists incautious towards attacks from the
north. The Governor himself did not lead the expedition; he
gave the command to D’Ailleboust and LeMoyne, two men
whose exploits have rendered them famous in French Canadian
annals. Though the start was bravely made, rough weather soon
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vonvineed the leaders of the folly of attempting to foree their
way to Albany at this season of the year, so, unwilling to abandon
the expedition entirely, they determined at the eleventh hour, to
make Scheneetady their objeetive point.” Accdordingly they turned
westward, and after nine days of frightful travel through snow
and water and melting ice the little band reached the village in
the late afternoon. It was deemed wise, however, to await night-
fall before venturing an attack, as the leaders felt that fatigue
had rendered the men unable to cope with resistance, should eny
be offered. Meanwhile the villagers, confident in the belief that
the French would never attempt to molest them at that season
of the year, slept profoundly with both gates of their palisade wide
open and guarded only by two effigies of snow, erected in a spirit
of derision. Rushing in on the unsuspecting settlement, the Can-
adians and their savage allies speedily put an end to whatever re-
sistance was offered them, capturing the block-house and setting
it on fire. The usu4l brutalities took place, the women and chil-
dren being sacrificed to the enraged savages; only a band of Mo-
hawks who happened to be visitihg there were treated with politic
consideration, The next day Schenectady was in ruins and the
French returned to Montreal.

Although Frontenac had attained his object of striking terror
into the hearts of the colonists, no permanent good came of this
expedition, True, Schenectady was destroyed; but as the Cana-
dians at once abandoned their prize it was only a question of time
when it would be rebuilt stronger than ever. It would seem that
in the long run this misfortune had benefitted the English more
than their foes, for it opened their eyes more and more to the
strategic importance of the Mohawk Valley. Indeed, as early
as 1687 Governor Dongan had strongly advocated that some
measures be taken to fortify the valley at its eastern extremity.

Scarcely had the French turned their backs upon ruined
Schenectady when the plucky colonists returned to erect a new
blockhouse near the site where the former had stood. This fort
presently became the nucleus for three others, and the four were
connected by a triple stockade which protected the public build-
ings that formed the center of Schenectady village life. The
“0Old Fort,”” as the entire structure was afterwards called, lay
between State and Front streets near the river front. An excel-
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lent ground plan, the work of the Rev. John Miller, shows the
fort to have been quite an important work, with its blockhouse,
spy loft, combination church and blockhouse, and triple stock-
ades. In 1705 the blockhouses were replaced by the ‘‘Queen’s
New Fort,’’ first constructed as a stockade with bastions, then re-
built (1735) on a more substantial plan. This fortification re-
mained in service until the close of the French and Indian wars,
when the erection of forts further west made that at Schenectady
unnecessary,

Continual warfare with the French prompted the colonists
to make a decided effort to secure from the Home Government the
necessary means and authority to construect strong fortifications
in the Mohawk Valley for protection against the inroads of the
French and hostile Indians. In 1709 a delegation, among whom
were Peter Schuyler, mayor of Albany, and several Mohawk
chiefs, arrived at the court of Queen Anne. It so happened that
there were residing in London at that time numerous German
refugees who had immigrated there to escape the French wars
and religious persecution, The Mohawk chiefs became interested
in these people, and wishing to aid them, offered the Queen &
tract of land called Schoorie (the modern Schoharie) as an asy-
lum uwpon which they could found a colony. The offer was gladly
accepted. That same year three thousand Palatines, for such was
their name, sailed under Governor Robert Hunter for the New
World ; and, after a stay of three years on the banks of the Hud-
gon, opposite modern Saugerties, arrived (1712) at Schoorie, Un-
fortunately the colonists at Albany considered themselves equally
entitled to the land of Schoorie, with the result that in 1722 a
majority of the Palatines departed for Pennsylvania, leaving
only three hundred to carry on the work of colonization. Mean-
while Peter Schuyler’s mission had successfully terminated. Or-
ders were given to erect two forts; one at the confluence of the
Schoharie and Mohawk rivers, the other, which was never con-
structed, in the territory belonging to the Onondagas. Fort Hunt-
er, for such was the name given the new outpost, was square in
shape, one hundred and fifty feet on each side, built with a wall
or palisade consisting of logs superimposed one on the other, and
rising twelve feet in height. At each corner a two story block-
house twenty-four feet square was erected, the first story nine
feet high, the second eight. Prominently situated in the middle
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of this fortification was Queen Anne’s Chapel, a building that re-
mained standing until 1820 when it was demolished to make room
for the Erie Canal. Simms in commenting on Fort Hunter says:
‘‘The erection of this English fort in the Mohawk Valley, more
than anything else, inspired the Dutch with confidence to push
their way tardily up the valley from Schenectady, and the Ger-
mans to locate above them.”’

Among the names of eminent pioneers in the westward
movement up the valley, that of Sir William Johnson, who dom-
inated central New York affairs during the thirty years preced-
ing the Revolution, stands out in bold relief. Like Count Fron-
tenac, Sir William enjoyed a magnetic personality blending
brusque camaraderie with the necessary poise and dignity, which
gained for him great influence over his Indian neighbors. Above
all he possessed that rare ability, so difficult to exert among sav-
ages, of joining in with their pastimes without forfeiting their
respect. Probably, too, he owed much of his popularity to honest
dealings with the Indians and a respect for their rights, for he
constantly opposed the chicanery then practiced to defraud them
of their land. When Johnson arrived in the Mohawk Valley in
1738 he found the country but sparsely settled by white people,
the Indians forming the majority of the population. His keen
perception at once showed him the advantages that would be
gained by making this locality an adjunct to the colony, so he
established himself there as a fur trader and soon achieved suc-
cess. In 1743 Johnson erected a dwelling at the junction of
Kayaderosseros Creeck and the Mohawk River, a few miles west of
Amsterdam, calling it for some inexplicable reason Mount John-
son, though it stood on a flat plain. Ten years later the house
was fortified and named Fort Johnson. From a military stand-
point Fort Johnson, even in those days, was of but little im-
portance, being merely a fortified dwelling; but it deserves our
attention out of respect for the distinguished man whose name it
bore, and because it was for some time the center of important
events in that vicinity, Sir William shortly after his arrival pur-
chased from a neighbor and married a girl named Catherine Weis-
enberg, one of those immigrants whom it was the custom to sell
into servitude when they reached this country in order to defray
the expenses of their transatlantic passage. Some authorities,
however, state that he did not marry this woman until many
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years had elapsed, and then that he did so only to legitimize the
children she had borne him. At any rate no sooner was Cather-
ine Weisenberg laid to rest than Johnson entered into similar re-
lations with Molly Brant, sister of Joseph Brant the famous In-
dian chief (Thayendanega), a woman of great ability and force
of character, who, as the ‘‘brown Lady Johnson’’ presided over
his establishment, greatly adding to his influence over her people.
Besides Fort Johnson, Sir William erected on the Con-o-wa-da-ga
Creek, a fort for the Canajorhees which he called Fort Hendrick;
likewise he built at Indian Castle in 1756 Fort Canajoharie, a
fortification so constructed as to serve for a depot and barracks.

As we examine the map of New York State we find a contin-
uous waterway from the ocean to Lake Ontario, broken only by a
carry of about two miles. This waterway, while useless for mod-
ern vessels, was extremely valuable to Indians and pioneers to
whom transportation by canoe or batteau was the easiest mode
of travel. The traveller on leaving the Hudson ascended the
Mohawk to the site of modern Rome where he made the carry to
‘Wood Creek, then descending that little river he reached Oneida
Lake whence he made his way to Lake Ontario by the Oneida and
Oswego Rivers. The portage at Rome was, therefore, a place of
eminent importance ; the key to the western route. First mention-
ed in 1724, in a report of New York merchants to their ‘Assembly,
it was called by the Dutch, ‘‘Trow Plat,’”’ and by the Indians,
‘‘De-o-wain-sta.”” As early as 1736 the traders petitioned the Gov-
ernment to erect & fort at this place, so ten years later Fort Wil-
liams was built on the southwest bank of the Mohawk. Shortly
afterwards Fort Bull was added, being placed on the northern
bank of Wood Creek; thus both approaches to the carry were pro-
tected. In course of time there were also erected in this vicinity
three small forts; Fort Ball, half way across the portage; Fort
Craven, near the present site of the Rome-Turney Radiator
‘Works, and Fort Newport, a mere stockade surrounded by a
ditech, situated near Fort Bull on ' Wood Creck. Fort Bull, a star-
shaped affair, was built of pickets, fifteen feet high, with a double
row inside rising six feet from the ground; it carried no cannon,
but was well supplied with ammunition.

Moving eastward we find, on the site of what is now the In-
ternational Heater Co. at Utica, a small fort bearing the name
of Schuyler. It was built in 1758 or 1759 and, according to
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Wager, was but & mud fort consisting of a wall surrounded by a
ditch, constructed more as a halting place to protect the ford at
Genesee street, where two roads met, one from the portage at
Wood Creek, the other from Oneida Castle. On the south bank
of the Mohawk, nearly opposite the mouth of West Canada Creek
and half a mile from the village of Herkimer, was Fort Kouari,
variously known as Hareniger or Herkimer. A French spy de-
scending the valley in 1757 describes it as ‘‘a large three-story
stone house, with port holes at each story, and likewise in the
basement for purposes of cross firing. * * It is surrounded by a
ditch at a distance of about thirty feet. The ditch is six feet deep
and seven feet wide. The crown of the diteh is planted with
palisades in an oblique form. * * Behind these there is a parapet
of earth so as to be able to fire over the palisades. The four
angles of this parapet, which is at the back of the ditch, form as
it were four little bastions that reciprocally flank each other.’”
This same spy, in reporting his journey, describes a chain of forts
running the entire length of the valley; Bull and Williams at
Rome, Kouari at Herkimer, Canajoharie at Indian Castle, Hunter
at the mouth of the Schoharie, Schenectady and Albany. Gov-
ernor Tryon’s map, published in 1779, gives the following fortifi-
cations, beginning at the western extremity: Fort Bute on the
site of Fort Bull (and not to be confused with either Bull or Ball),
Fort Stanwix at Rome, Fort Schuyler at Utica, Fort Herkimer,
Fort Hendrick, Fort Harrison, Fort Hunter, Fort Johnson, Schen-
ectady and Albany.

In 1756 the French, in laying out & plan of campaign, decided
to send an expedition to capture the Oneida Carrying Place.
Their objective point was eventually Oswego, for it was there
that General Shirley had made his headquarters while awaiting
a favorable moment to march on Niagara—a plan, however,
which never materialized, as the news of Bradstreet’s defeat dis-
heartened the English commander and decided him to return
down the valley. The capture of Forts Bull and Williams, so
the French believed, would intercept the English from Oswego,
thus enabling them to take that place, and protect the all im-
portant post of Niagara. Therefore, during the early part of
1756, before the snow and ice had disappeared, Montcalm dis-
patched three hundred men under DeLery to seize the portage.
Ascending the St. Lawrence, to what is now Ogdensburg, they left
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the river, and turning south descended, in all probability, the
Black River Valley. When they reached the portage, at ebout
five o’clock in the morning of the 27th of March, they captured
two Englishmen from whom they obtained information coneern-
ing the fortifications, Fort Bull, they learned, was well provis-
ioned but poorly armed, while Fort Williams was equipped with
four cannon and a garrison of one hundred and fifty men. Un-
fortunately, while preparations for the advance were being
made, & negro prisoner escaped and carried his elarming news to
the English. DeLery at once hastened to attack Fort Bull. Ad-
vancing with the hope of taking the fort by surprise he suceeeded
by cautious manceuvres in approaching to within a short dis-
tance of the walls without the English realizing their peril; but,
when ready to strike, the Indians, who had long been straining
at the leash, roused the garrison by a war whoop. The French,
now realizing that surprise was out of the question, dashed to-
wards the palisades, and seizing the portholes—for the defenders
suddenly roused by the noise had just barricaded the gate in
time—opened fire on those within the fort. After an hour’s work
an entrance was effected ; the besiegers rushed in and exterminat-
ed the garrison. When all resistance had been suppressed, De-
Lery ordered all bombs, grenades, powder kegs and other am-
munition to be thrown into the creek, for he wished to destroy
the place as a military depot, knowing that his distance from a
Canadian base would render it impossible for him to hold the
position permanently. During this operation an explosion took
plaee in the fort setting it on fire, the French having barely time
to escape and seek refuge in the neighboring woods. Meanwhile,
when the news reached Fort Williams, its commander organized
a sortie to relieve the beleaguered fort. But the Indians, although
they had followed the French forces somewhat reluctantly, once
they had tasted blood began to manifest an interest in the pro-
ceedings which at first they had regarded with indifference.
Forming themselves in ambush along the road connecting the two
forts they hurled themselves on the unsuspecting English and re-
pulsed them with little difficulty. DeLery now found himself
vietorious, though in & somewhat uncomfortable position; at any
moment word might reach General Johnson bringing him post-
haste up the valley with a force large enough to annihilate the
Canadians. So, judging discretion to be the better part of valor,
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the French leader declined to follow up his advantage, and with-
drew to Lake Ontario.

During the summer of this year, Montcalm, ascending the
St. Lawrence, captured Oswego with little trouble. While he lay
encamped there the English dispatched General Webb with a num-
erous army to reinforce Oswego, if it had not yet been taken, or
retake it in case the French had been successful, On reaching
Fort Williams, Webb learned the true state of affairs, and further-
more gave credence to the fictitious report that Montcalm was
marching on him with six thousand men. The Englishman be-
coming panic-stricken acted without courage or discrimination;
instead of remaining to defend his position, which was the least
that could be expected of him, he demolished Fort Williams to
prevent its falling into hostile hands and caused trees to be
felled in Wood Creek so as to block approach to the carry, then
beat an ignominious retreat. It is believed that Webb also de-
stroyed Fort Craven at this time, though the fate of the other two
forts, Ball and Newport, is not certain. Doubtless, being but un-
important stockades, they were abandoned and allowed to fall in-
to decay when the destruction of the main fortifications made it
impossible to hold the portage.

Now that the fortifications at Wood Creek were gone, the
French endeavored to encroach still further on English territory.
For this purpose Belletre was dispatched in 1757 with a detach-
ment of three hundred men. He descended the Black River and
encamped on the site of Fort Williams, where he learned that Fort
Kouari, the nearest fortification of any consequence guarded the
Palatine village at Herkimer with a garrison of three hundred
and fifty men. Belletre determined to attack the village without
arousing the garrison, as he realized that the capture of a fort
80 well manned would take considerable time, especially as it
would in all probability receive succor from the village and the
five smaller forts in the neighborhood. The Frenchman succeeded
in hxs plan. He surprised the settlers, compelled the smaller forts

ricen A it 2 A mmmbenand a cmssmmhan AL nnicAanana bnmadhan et



FORTS AND BLOCK HOUSES IN THE MOHAWK VALLEY 87

isfied no doubt with having inflicted damages to the extent of
about twenty thousand pounds, they speedily returned from
whence they had come. Undoubtedly Belletre was struck with the
impossibility of maintaining a post so far from the base of sup-
plies and continually open to attacks from the east.

In 1758 an expedition was organized to ascend the Mohawk
Valley, cross the portage, proceed to Oswego and from there
march on Fort Frontenac. Colonel Bradstreet, to whom this mis-
sion was entrusted, carried out the plan without much difficulty;
but on the return march his men were so exhausted that they spent
four days transporting their stores across the portage. The hard-
ships suffered on this expedition convinced the authorities that a
fort was absolutely necessary at the portage, not only if the Eng-
lish were to maintain that outpost, but also as a base of sup-
plies if they wished to push their manoeuvres further westward.
Accordingly, in obedience to orders from General Abercrombie,
plans were drawn by Capt, Bull for a splendid fortification, the
strongest in New York State. Fort Stanwix, for so the new
fortress was named, was square in shape, three hundred feet on
each side and made of logs raised to a height of fourteen feet,
with a parapet twelve feet thick, and the ramparts on which can-
non were mounted having a thickness of twenty feet. The gener-
ous size of the fort gave ample accommodations for a garrison of
from two hundred to four hundred men. Fort Stanwix stood on
a little eminence commanding the approaches over the lowlands
and swamps that surrounded it; its exact location, research has
shown, was on a tract of land bounded by Spring, Liberty and
Dominick streets in the city of Rome.

With the outbreak of the Revolutionary War special atten-
tion was given to fortifying the Mohawk Valley; new forts were
constructed and old ones repaired. It was foreseen—as eventu-
ally it did happen—that the British, who now occupied Canada,
would, in all probability, ascend the St. Lawrence and cross over
to the Oneida portage to gain command of the valley, as did the
French twenty years before. In 1776 General Washington gave
orders to repair Fort Stanwix, which during the lull between the
French and Indian War and the Revolution had been suffered to
fall into decay. The following year Colonels Gansevoort and Wil-
lett were dispatched to Fort Stanwix, now bearing its new name
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of Fort Schuyler, where they completed the work of reconstruc-
tion. '

Several forts were built at this time. Fort Plain (the name
was afterwards changed to Rensselaer) was a structure covering
half an acre of ground. Its life, however, was short, and in 1781
it was replaced by the Fort Plain blockhouse, a curious three
story building, octagonal in shape, so constructed that each story
projected five feet over the one beneath it, so that the enemy when
they reached its walls could be fired upon through holes bored in
the floors for that purpose. Three or four miles northeast of Fort
Plain was Fort Paris, a post of some importance erected in 1777;
it accommodated three hundred soldiers besides offering a shelter
to neighboring farmers. It was used for some time as headquar-
ters by Colonel Visscher, who had command of the neighboring
posts as well as of the fort itself. Two miles southwest of Fort
Plain was Fort Clyde, named after Colonel Samuel Clyde of
Cherry Valley, a modest fortification consisting of a blockhouse
surrounded by a palisade of sufficient dimensions to contain a few
houses as well. Fort Dayton was a place of considerable promin-
ence, It stood on the present site of Herkimer village, but must
not be confounded with the fort which bore at various times the
names of Hareniger, Herkimer, and Kouari. Although there has
been confusion in regard to these two forts, it is the concensus of
opinion that Fort Herkimer was on the north side of the Mohawk
and Fort Dayton on the south. After the destruction of Fort
Btanwix in 1781, Fort Dayton was greatly strengthened, as it was
then the western outpost in the valley, Fort Schuyler at Utica
having fallen into decay. Two other fortifications deserving
mention are Fort Plank, two and a half miles west of Fort Plain,
and Fort Willett, built in 1780 close to it.

- The year 1777 witnessed the outcome of a well conceived but
poorly executed plan for subjugating the colonies. General Bur-
goyne was to descend the Hudson River, Sir Henry Clinton was
to march up from New York and Colonel St. Leger was to fol-
low the now familiar route of the St. Lawrence and proceed down
the Mohawk Valley—the three armies meeting in the vicinity of
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ance, and, taken together with the battle of Saratoga, is the turn-
ing point in the Revolutionary War. It is amazing, yet none the
less true, that the sum total of all the forces engaged at Fort Stan-
wix and Oriskany would not suffice today to make up two full
regiments. S

On July 26th, St. Leger left Oswego, sending ahead a small
detachment under Colonel Bird to cut communications between
Fort Stanwix (or, as it should be more properly called, Fort
Schuyler) and the east. Picking up a few Indian allies, Bird ad-
vanced slowly and reached the fort on August 3rd, from whence
he wrote St. Leger for reinforcements when he found his Indians
unwilling to proceed any farther, The British leader promptly
dispatched Joseph Brant with some trusty savages, himself reach-
ing the fort two or three days later. Now preparations began in
earnest ; camp was pitched, the cannon placed in position and the
little army deployed in such a manner as to completely surround
the fortifications. Meanwhile, down at Fort Dayton General
Herkimer, informed by scouts that the British had invested Fort
Stanwix, issued a call to arms, and, gathering about eight hundred
men, set out to relieve his fellow countrymen. Herkimer also
dispatched a courier to Colonel Gansevoort, in command of Fort
Stanwix, advising him that he (Herkimer) was on the way, and
would encamp near the fort, there to await a gun signal from
the defenders apprising him that the message had been received
and understood. But unfortunately the ruse was detected by
Molly Brant, an ardent Tory, who sent a fleet runner to the British
camp with advices concerning Herkimer’s intended manceunvre.
Before Gansevoort had received Herkimer’s message he was sur-
prised by seeing a large detachment of British and Indians leave
camp and march down the valley. Quick to realize the weakness
of the enemy, the Americans chose this opportune moment to
make a sortie. The attack on the British camp was suceessful
but fruitless, as General Herkimer, after his victory at Oriskany,
feeling that his army was too depleted for further hostilities, re-
tired to Fort Dayton. St. Leger immediately rallied his troops
and recommenced the siege in earnest. The defenders now saw
that Herkimer’s victory had not changed their situation, and,
fearing the outcome, sent Colonel Willett to.Fort Dayton to ask
for assistance. Willett reached his destination in safety; but
when he arrived there he heard that General Benedict Arnold was
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on his way from Albany with a large force at his back, so hasten-
ing to meet him, he laid the situation before the General. Arnold
decided to drive away the British by a trick. During his march
he had captured a half witted youth, named Han Yost Schuyler.
Knowing the superstitious awe with which the Indians regarded
such persons, he dispatched the young man with a story that the
Americans were hard by with a gigantic army. What credence
the British gave to this tale is not known, but the Indians not
waiting for further proof deserted at once, leaving the English
to their fate, St. Leger, greatly reduced in numbers, saw the
impossibility of conduecting operations any longer, so he quickly
retraced his steps to Lake Ontario. History records but little
else of Fort Stanwix. In 1781 it was destroyed by flood and fire,
and, there being no further need for a fort at this point, it was
never rebuilt.

With the end of the Revolutionary War the necessity for for-
tifications in the Mohawk Valley rapidly declined. One by one the
forts and blockhouses which for so long had offered havens of
refuge to the pioneers, fell into disuse and disappeared. In the
course of time the Indians betook themselves to the wilder re-
gions of the west or settled down to peaceful occupations; the ar-
tificial waterway, the stage coach and the railway, forerunners of
civilization, made their appearance in the valley that at one time
had resounded only to the war cries of savages and the rattle of
musketry. And now, after over a century of peace, only an occa-
sional landmark remains or a flint arrow head is turned up from
the ground by the passing ploughman to remind us of the mem-
orable struggle for liberty.
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BARON STEUBEN, AT HOME, AT REST,
IN ONEIDA COUNTY.

Rev. Dana W. Bigelow, D.D., Utica.

Baron Steuben, all honor to his name by every American
citizen, was at one time a resident of Oneida County. The Steu-
ben township was named for him because his estate was within
the borders of this town and there in his last days was his sum-
mer home. In the city of Utica we have Steuben Park and Steu-
ben street; and now on the parkway a monument with bronze
statue of heroic size, which was dedicated on August 3d, 1914,
with imposing ceremonies by the German-American Alliance.
Baron Steuben was ‘‘at home’’ in this county and we do not
forget the honor of his residence.

And here he is ‘‘at rest,”’ in a burial place designated in ad-
vance by himself, in a forest that crowns a lofty hill which was
part of his estate, and the monument which marks his solitary
grave is in the care of the Oneida Historical Society. This so-
ciety may therefore claim this occasion as a fit opportunity for at
least a brief review of the military work of the man who in the
‘War of the American Revolution rendered invaluable service to
the cause of the patriots as they won their way to liberty and inde-
pendence and the founding of this great nation—Major General
Frederick William von Steuben.

The time is also fitting for such review because the Congress
of the United States is just now publishing @ memorial of Steuben
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On November 15, 1730, at Magdeberg, then a large Prussian
fortress, a son was born to Captain von Steuben, an officer with
decorations for eminent services in the Prussian army. Both fath-
er and mother were of families well known and of distinguished
ancestry. The child was named Frederick William Augustus
Henry Ferdinand. This boy, growing up, attended school in Si-
lesia and obtained an excellent education, especially in mathe-
matics. In his own home a principal topic of conversation was
about war and the military exploits of his ancestors. At the age
of fourteen he served as a volunteer in the army and was present
at the siege of Prague. At seventeen he was enrolled as a cadet
in a famous infantry regiment. After this, from 1747 to 1763, he
was in the service and under the very eyes of the King, since
known to the world as Frederick the Great. He had been ad-
vanced from cadet (1747) to ensign (1749), to a lieutenant (1753),
to first lieutenant (1755). Then began the Seven Years’ War. In
1759 he became adjutant general, in 1762 aid de camp on the per-
sonal staff of the King. In the last campaign he was quarter-
master and adjutant general to the King. He was chosen one of
a number of young officers whom Frederick personally instrueted
and initiated into the most abstruse branches of military art.
Peace came in 1763. Von Steuben at the age of thirty-three had
had remarkable experience in warfare, on battlefields, in sieges,
in army discipline and equipment—in the best trained army of
that age, under the leadership of a warrior whose fame loses no
luster in comparison with great generals of any land or time. In
consideration of his services the King presented to him a lay
benefice which yielded a handsome income, enough for independ-
ence and comfort for life, which he accepted, and resigned his
commission. After this for ten years the Baron was grand mar-
shal to the Court of Hohenzollern, the highest and most distin-
guished post which it was possible to hold at a minor Germean
court. He filled the post with honor, and then retired and found
opportunity from time to time to visit the capitals of Germany
and France. Five years later, in 1777, he set out for France, with
intention of going to England, but at this point a path unforeseen
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King of France. The Count asked for a private interview for a
particular conversation. They met in the Arsenal in Paris, and
the Count spread out before him a map of America and said:
‘‘Here is your field of battle; America needs yot at this mo-
ment.”’ No conclusion was reached that day, but the trip to Eng-
land was postponed. Soon after he was introduced to Dr. Benja-
min Franklin, who was very desirous that he should enter the ser-
vice of Congress, but could not make any engagement with him
and could not even offer to pay the expenses of the journey. After
this the Spanish Ambassador had an interview with him and
strongly urged his going on this proposed mission; and later an
officer in the army of Holland, a friend in whom he had confidence,
said to him that there was no room for hesitation, that he would
never have a finer field for distinguishing himself by rendering
a great service to a great cause. Then his resolution was taken,
and with letters of introduction from Franklin he set sail Sep-
tember 26, 1777. When, two months later, after a tempestuous
voyage, he landed in Portsmouth, N. H., he heard the great news
of the recent surrender of Burgoyne and his army at Saratoga.
In Boston he was greeted with much enthusiasm, and there he
waited for replies to letters which he had forwarded. To Congress
he had written a letter in these words, in part: ‘‘The honor of
serving a nation engaged in the noble enterprise of defending its
rights and liberties was the motive that brought me to this con-
tinent. I desire neither riches nor titles. If I am possessed of
acquirements in the art of war they will be much more highly
prized by me if I can employ them in the service of a republic such
as I hope soon to see America.”’ To Washington he wrote, in part:
‘I had rather serve under your excellency as a volunteer than to
be an object of discontent to such deserving officers as have al-
ready distinguished themselves among you.’’

Congress invited him to come forward and welcomed and
honored him. In answer to their inquiry as to his terms, he asked
that his necessary expenses should be paid and that if his efforts
should be successful full indemnification be made for his saeri-
fices and sneh marks of their liberalitv he eiven to him as the
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dition of the army at that time. Of nine thousand men enrolled,
four thousand were unfit for duty, a fact accounted for by poor
shelter, little clothing, short rations and prevailing sickness.
There had been bad management in the commissary department
and the quartermaster’s department had long been without e
head. In answer to Washington’s appeals Congress sent a com-
mittee to investigate, and something was done for partial relief
of the situation. Up to this time, under the leadership of Wash-
ington, generals of little military training, militia rallying at call,
troops enlisted for short terms of service, had fought bravely—
won victories, or in defeat had baffled well equipped veterans sent
in large forces to crush them. All this had been done, but until
then America had no well organized and well drilled army. Steu-
ben was the right man in the right place to accomplish & great
work in promoting the efficiency of American troops. The author-
ity given to him was not at first very full or very definite, and
there were officers who hindered rather than helped his under-
taking. The work was soon under way. His system began with
rigid inspection of every man’s outfit and his drill with small
companies. It extended to battalions and brigades. Within a
short time manceuvres with an entire division were executed in
the presence of the commander in chief and to his great pleasure.
This was the beginning of a work prosecuted thoroughly es long
as the army was continued, and before the close of the war Amer-
cian infantry would compare well in drill and in military man-
ceuvres with the most thoroughly disciplined troop of England or
the army of any nation. The sad winter at Valley Forge closed
with reinforcements as well as new organization and efficiency.
When the British troops left their gay winter quarters in Phila-
delphia to march back to New York they were taken at disad-
vantage by Washington in his assault at Monmouth. Their dis-
aster would have been great but for the cowardice or actual
treachery of General Lee. All honor to Washington, whose brave
action saved his army from defeat. Let honor also be given to
Steuben, who in commanding the right wing collected retreating
troops and reformed them under galling fire. So accustomed had
the soldiers become to his direction and so firmly did they rely
upon his guidance that, although severely pressed by the enemy,
they wheeled into line with as much precision as on ordinary par-
ades and with the coolness and intrepidity of veterans. Alex-
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ander Hamilton, on Washington’s staff, was afterwards heard to °
say that he had never known or conceived till that day the value
of military discipline. After this battle, on the march to New
York, Steuben commanded a wing of the army—and he greatly
desired to continue in command in the line. One obstacle prevent-
ed—the opposition of officers, who felt that his promotion meant
loss to their rights and expectations. Steuben accordingly aban-
doned the plan for applying for a regular command in the army.

In months following these events he was urging upon Con-
gress the importance of defining clearly the duties and powers
of the office of inspector general of the armies. Washington, in
correspondence with him on this subject, wrote: ‘‘I shall be
happy to give you every support in my power to facilitate your
operations. In doing this I shall equally consult the personal
consideration I have for you and the improvement and benefit
of the army, which I am persuaded will be greatly promoted
by a full exertion of the talents, experience and activity of which
you have already given the most satisfactory proof.”’ Congress,
after delay, adopted his plan. Before entering upon his duties
thus enlarged and defined Steuben remained in Philadelphia
and composed his valuable book, entitled ‘‘Regulations for the
Order and Discipline of the Troops of the United States.’”’
This book marked an era in military affairs in America. Con-
gress ordered three thousand copies printed—having adopted
it as law for the army. Taking up then with new authority his
work as inspector general he thoroughly reorganized the army
and improved it rapidly by strict inspection and frequent re-
views, giving freely to it his profound knowledge of tactics and
his ability to reform and discipline an army. Not men alone
were inspected, but hospitals, laboratories, stores, every place
and every thing. An aid de camp, Duponceau, wrote to a
friend of the agreeable duty of attending the Baron on horse-
back when he went to inspect troops. ‘‘He was much beloved
by the soldiers, though he was a strict disciplinarian and pas-
sionate withal. But there was in him a fund of goodness which
displayed itself on many occasions and which could even be read
in his severe countenance, so that he was extremely popular. His
fits of passion never offended the soldier.’”” If he began to swear
at them in German or French, or in both languages together, or in
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" broken Engtish, a good natured smile went through the ranks and
at last the mancuver or movement was perfectly performed.

When in 1780 the activities of the war had shifted to the
south and General Gates had lost his army at Camden, General
Greene, as Washington’s choice, was sent to be in command,
and Washington wrote to him: ‘‘I propose to send Baron Steuben
southward with you. His talents, knowledge of service, zeal and
activity will make him very useful to you in all respects, and
particularly in the regulation of raw troops, which will principally
compose the southern army.’” Greene had been a warm friend of
Steuben from their first meeting at Valley Forge and an earnest
advocate of his reforms. Virginia was committed to Steuben for
raising military stores and troops for defense against invasion
and for reinforcements for Greene in the south. The responsibil-
ity was great and the work more difficult than will be appreciated
except by those who know what was the condition of the colony
at that time. The Baron continued his work in Virginia until the
southern army, victorious, followed Cornwallis to Yorktown, and
there, together with forces sent from the north and by aid of
French forces and fleet, captured his army. Steuben was present
at Yorktown, in command of a division of the army, and also
rendered efficient service in conducting the siege which led to
the surrender and the victory which virtually closed the war. A
year later a letter from General Gates to Steuben contained these
words: ‘“If I am right in my conjecture, the warfare bétween us
and Britain finishes this year; but, believe me, my dear Baron,
my great respect for you will not end with the war. The aston-
ishment with which I beheld the order, regularity and attention
which you have taught the American army, and the obedience, ex-
actness and true spirit of military discipline which you have in-
fused into them does you the highest honor. Gratitude obliges me
to make this declaration. The generosity of the governing pow-
ers, both civil and military, will, I trust, be actuated by the same
generous principle and by proclaiming to the world your merits
and their obligation, convince mankind that the republics of
America have at least the virtue to be grateful.”

General Howe at that time (November, 1782) wrote from win-
ter camp to Steuben: ‘‘Your children, for so I call our army,
have been laboring day and night to build their huts. ®* * ¢
I cannot conclude this letter without conveying to you what I
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am ‘sure yeur attachment to the: army will render pleasing to
you, that they universally think and speak of you with love,
pleasure, gratitnde and applause.’”’ .

When finally the British evacuated New York (November
25, 1783,) Steuben was with the staff officers who accompanied
Washington in his entrance into the city and took part in all the
festivities of the occagion. A month later Washington resigned
his commission. It is very interesting to note what was his last
act as commander in chief. It was a farewell letter to Steuben.
This is it, in part: ‘‘My Dear Baron: Although I have taken fre-
quent opportunities, both in public and in private, of acknowledg-
ing your great zeal, attention and abilities in performing the du-
ties of your office, yet I wish to make use of this last moment of
my public life to signify in the strongest terms my entire appro-
bation of your conduct and to express my sense of the obliga-
tions the public is under to you for your faithful and meritorious
gervices.”” * ® ¢

On the 15th of April, 1784, Congress accepted the resignation
of Steuben, with this resolution: ‘‘That the thanks of the United
States in Congress assembled be given to Baron Steuben for the
great zeal and abilities he has discovered in the discharge of his
office, and that a gold hilted sword he presented to him as e
mark of the high sense Congress entertains of his character and
lerviees.’ ) & & B

In due time this sword, a beautiful work of art, was pre-
sented, with words of honor, by General Knox. He said, in part:
‘“Were it possible to enhance the honor conferred by the sover-
eign authority, it would be derived from the consideration that
their applause was reciprocated by the late illustrious com-
mander in chief and the whole army.”’ The inscription on the
sword was this: ‘‘The United States to Major General Baron
Steuben, 16th April, 1784, for Military Merit.”’

Congress failed to act promptly in fairness toward just
claims of officers and men at the disbandment of the army, and
Steuben shared in the injustice with other worthy men. Not until
1790 was action taken giving to him in clearance of all claims an
annuity of $2,500 for life. Before this date, however, certain
states had dealt generously with him. Pennsylvania had pre-
sented him with a grant of land—two thousand acres—Virginia
had given a similar grant, and New York gave him (1786) one-
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quarter of a township, equal to sixteen thousand acres, out of
territory recently purchased from the Oneida Indians. This ter-
ritory was later made a township and called after him, ‘‘Steu-
ben.”’ This farm he visited only once or twice until 1790, keeping
his residence in New York City, where he had many friends, es-
pecially among the German citizens, and where he was @ social
favorite. He was present at the side of Washington at his first
inauguration as President of the United States. He presided at
the founding of the order of Cincinnati and was its president for
many years. He was appointed regent of the State University.

In June, 1790, his annuity having provided something more
available than thousands of acres of hill country covered with for-
est, he made his way to his farm, having been there once or twice
before on excursions. In twelve days he reached Utica and en-
joyed good fellowship with an old German, John Post, an old
comrade in war, and at that time the first merchant in this fron-
tier settlement. The Fourth of July, 1790, was duly celebrated
on his farm by a dinner, and festivity given to all the men on his
land and in the neighborhood. He had come to a hill country in
truth, for nothing different is found in the township, and Star hill
is the highest land in the county. All was forest except sixty
acres of cleared land; but here he made himself at home in plain
quarters, having a superintendent to manage farm work, having
an esteemed secretary and other friends, but no family of his own;
enjoying pleasant relations with all people of the neighborhood,
and from time to time visits from old time friends. Comrades in
the war found welcome at his home, and those who would settle
on his estate were dealt with in full generosity. He had many
plans for improving his estate and for erection in due time of &
mansion. He passed his summers with contentment and pleasure
in this country home, and regularly before winter set in he re-
turned for the season to New York. In this quiet retreat he read
in European papers the great news of the French Revolution and
of events following—the overturning of Europe. But he, so great-
ly interested, was one apart.

On September 3d, 1793, in company with the Governor of
the State and with Samuel Kirkland, the noble pioneer mission-
ary, and other worthy men, Baron Steuben, present by invita-
tion and in full military uniform, laid the cornerstone of the
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Hamilton Oneida Academy, the foundation of Hamilton College,
where his memory will ever be revered.

He continued in the enjoyment of perfect health and was in
the best of spirits up to the last day of his life.

In November, 1794, after & pleasant evening with friends,
he retired for the night; before morning was taken suddenly
ill; was paralyzed; was cared for by friends, and died after
some hours of suffering, but not before a physician had reached
his bedside to administer medicines, which gave him some relief.
He died on November 28 at noon, without any struggle or appar-
ent pain, and on November 30, 1794, he was buried, wrapped in
his military cloak, in a retired spot on & hill in the midst of the
woods. His burial was according to his will, and by this will he
left a handsome bequest to his secretary, John W. Mulligan ; gen-
erous amounts to all persons in his employ, and the remainder of
his property to be divided equally between his two most efficient
and ever faithful aides de camp, Benjamin Walker and William
North, men well worthy of the honor and the reward. Years
afterward the remains in this grave were removed to make way
for a public road, and were reintered in a burial lot of five acres
covered with primeval forest, fenced and to kept uncleared for-
~ ever. This was according to arrangements made by Mr, Walker
in a lease of fifty acres given to the Welsh Baptist Church of the
community. The grave was simply marked with stone and in-
scription. It was the will of the hero thus at rest that his burial
place should be unknown. But men who appreciated his charac-
ter and services could not rest satisfied with what had been done.

In 1856 German newspapers and societies called for funds
for a monument ,and some thousands of dollars were secured.
Not until 1870, however, was the plan carried out. Ex-Governor
Horatio Seymour gave encouragement and inspiration to the
movement and the German society of New York, Steuben
Scheutzen, responded with enthusiasm. By their own generous
offerings the fund of 1856 was supplemented and to this was
added an appropriation by the State.

The cornerstone of the monument was laid June 1, 1870, in
the presence of thousands of people. Ex-Governor Seymour pre-
sided, and after an eloquent address laid the stone with these
words: ‘‘In behalf of our German fellow citizens, in behalf of
the citizens of the State of New York, in behalf of the whole



100 NEW YORK STATE HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

American people, who desire that the memory of this great man
shall never pass away, since his revolutionary acts were instru-
mental in laying the cornerstone of our liberties, I now deposit
the cornerstone of this monument, erected in honor of the mem-
ory of Frederick William Baron Steuben. May God grant that
it will ever serve to remind the American people of the great
service which he performed in their cause, which he adopted as
his own. May God grant that it may always be treasured as
sacredly as we treasure his memory to-day.’”” An address was
given by Mr. Sixtus Karl Kapff in behalf of the New York Ger-
man society, who were present in large numbers. An ode was
sung by the Leiderkranz Society of New York, Major General
Franz Sigel, received with great applause, made an address in
German. Other speakers also took part in appropriate speeches.
Then the assemblage dispersed and the forest was left with its
hero asleep amid the maples and beeches and wild flowers. The
monument, plain but massive, was finished in due time. Its only
inseriptiorr is the word ‘‘Steuben.’’ The entrance to the burial
ground is now marked by handsome pillars, and visitors who pass
these find a trail that leads into the woodland to the tomb. At the
entrance one will pause to look over a far-reaching landscape. The
view takes in the region of the Mohawk valley, now one of the
thoroughfares of the great nation whose liberties were secured
by men of the Revolutionary era. In this valley is the home of
citizens who especially will cherish in grateful remembrance the
name—STEUBEN.

His portrait, presented by the Fort Schuyler Chapter of the
Sons of the Revolution of Utica, adorns the walls of the Mun-
son-Williams Memorial, the home of the Oneida Historical
Society.



SAMUEL KIRKLAND AND THE ONEIDA INDIANS

Melancthon Woolsey Stryker, D.D., LL.D., Clinton, President of
. Hamilton College.

Gentlemen of the New York State Historical Association : :

Under your courteous request I have prepared and am here
to offer to you this paper upon ‘‘Samuel Kirkland and His Rela-
tions to the Iroquois.”’ At once I beg your considerate attention,
and that knowing well that I ean do nothing except to summar--
ize and partly to array what is familiar to many of you and at"
least partly familiar to you all.

This is not the result of any profound or extended research '
and offers no claim to originality of exposition or conclusion; but
is an attempt to set in order matters which underlie our present-
status, on this ground which was the center of the Long House,’
and regional to the sp