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OFFICERS OF THE GRAND LODGE

STATE OF ILLINOIS, 1S76-77.

M. W. JOSEPH ROBBINS Grand Master .... Quincy.

R. W. WM. J. A. DeLANCEV Deputy Grand Master . Centralia.

R. W. HEICRY E. HAMILTON . . . . Senior Grami fVarden . (Jhicago.

R. W. W.H.SCOTT y7mior Grand Warden. Troy.

R. W. ARCHIBALD A. GLENN .... Grand Treasurer . . . Mt. Sterling.

R. W. JOHN F. BURRILL ....... Grand Seeretary . .. .Springfield.

R. W. GEO. WILEY MARTIN Grand Chaplain . . . Streator.

R. W. RICHMOND S. DEMENT .... Grand Orator .... Lexington.

W. FRANK HUDSON, Jr Depnty Grand .Seeretary.S,piingl\e\(\.

W. JOHN P. NORVELL Grand Pivsunant . . Danville.

W. JOHN A. LADD Grand Marshal . . . Sterling.

W. GEORGE W. CYRUS Grand 8ia7idard Bearer. C3.\x^y;)Vom^.

W. JOHN R. THOMAS Grand Sword Bearer . Metropolis.

W. JOHN AL PEARSON Senior Grand Deacon . Godfrey.

W. HENRY C.CLEVELAND . . . junior Grand Dearon. Kock Island.

W. GEORGE_ RAWSON Grand Steward . ;. . .Troy.

W. JAMES H. CRANDALI Grand Steward . . . . Carbondale.

W. WILLIAM E. AVISE Grand Steward .... (^Juincy.

W. EDWARD BORNEMANN. ; . . Grand Steward. . . .Chicago.

Bro. JOHN P. FERNS ....... Grand Tyler Chicago.



ANNUAL FR0CEED1N(;S

THIRTY-SEVENTH GRAND ANNUAL COMMUNICATION.

The jMost Worshipful Grand Lodge of Ancient Free
AND Accepted Masons of the State of Illinois met in

Annual Grand Communication at McCormick's Hall, in the city

of Chicago, on Tuesday, the 3d day of October, A. D. 1S76, A. L.

5S76, at 10 o'clock A. M.

GRAND OFFICERS—Present.

R. W. Joseph Robbins, D. G. M., as Grand Master.

R. W. John M. Pearson, ^. as Deputy Grand Master.

R. W. W. J. A. DeLancey Senior Grand Warden.

R. W. Henry E. Hamilton Junior Grand Warden.

R W. Archibald A. Glenn, as Grand Treasurer.

R. W. John F. Burrill Grand Secretary.

R. W. Geo. M. McConnell Grand Orator.

R. W. G. Wiley Martin Grand Chaplain.

W. Frank Hudson, Jr Deputy Grand S^rretary.

W. John A. Ladd Grand Pursuivant.

W. Geo. W. Cyrus Grand Szvord Bearer.

W. David A. Cashman, as Senior Graiid Deacon.

W. Wilson Junior Grand Deacon.

W. Geo. Rawson Grand Steward.

W. Isaac E. Hardy, as Grand Steward.

W. Paul Zeimsen Grand Steward.

W. John P. Norvell, Grand Steward.

Bro. John P. Ferns Grand Tyler.
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4 PROCEEDINGS OF THE [Oct.

The R. W. the Acting Grand Master opened the Grand Lodge

in DUE form; the R. W. Grand Chaplain invoking the blessing

of the Grand Architect of the Universe.

The R. W. the Acting Grand Master announced the appoint-

ment of the following

COMMITTEES.

MASONIC JURISPRUDENCE.

James A. Hawley, Dewitt C. Cregier, Wiley M. Egan, Jerome R. Gorin,

ARCHIBALD A. Glenn.

APPEALS AND GRIEVANCES.

IlniAM W. Hubbard, Miles H. Wilmot, Joseph E. Dyas, H. T. Hulcomb,

D. \I. Browning.

CHARTERED I-ODGES.

C. KiRKPATRicK, S. C. Smith, Jno. L. McCullough, J C. McMurtry,
Charles Fisher,

LODGES UNDER DISPEN SA r lO.V.

Richard D. Hammond, Louis Zeigler, B. F. Newlon, H. G. Calhoun.

Sylvester Stevens.

mileage and per diem.

S. W. Waddle, Ed. S. Mulliner, S. S. Chance.

AUDITORS.

Gilbert \V. Barnard, Charles H. Brenan, Ira A. Chljrch.

correspondence.

Theodore T. Gurney.

printing.

John F. Burrill, Orlin H. Miner, John M. Pearson.

orphans' home.

W. H. Scott, Sa.muel Shannon, Daniel J. Avery, John WuoDi., Rowley
Page.
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CREDENTIALS.

R. D. Lawrence, John A. Waugh, O. F. Price.

KINANCL.

JOHN C. Smith, E. C. Selleck, Haswell C. Clark.

PETITIONS.

Thos. J.
Whitehead, Chas. Trowbridge, Rodnkv AsHLty.

obituaries.

Geo. Scroggs, Levi Lusk, Saivi'l M. Martin.

GRAND master's REPORT.

Perry A, Armstrong, John C. B.A.GLEy, Albert Demaree,

TO EXAMINE VISITORS.

M. D. Chamberlain, Edward Cook, A. T. Darkah,
J. H. Fawcett, Ira J.

Bloomfield.

REPORT—Committee on Credentials.

W. Bro. R. D. Lawrence, from the Committee on Creden-

tials, submitted the following report, which was received and

adopted, with leave to correct

:

To the M. W. Grand Lodge of A. F. S^ A. M. of the State of Illinois

:

Your Committee on Credentials fraternally submit the following report, contain-

ing List of Grand Officers, Committeci and Representatives, entitled to seats in

this Grand Lodge.
R. D. LAWRENCE,

)

J. A. WAUGH, \ Committee.
O. F. PRICE, j

GRAND OFFICERS.

R. W. Joseph Robbins, D. G. M., as Grand Master.

R. W. John M. Pearson, as Deputy Grand Master.

R. W. W. J. A. DeLancey Senior Grand Warden.

R. W. Henry E. Hamilton Junior Grand Warden.

R. W. Archibald A. Glenn, as Grand Treasurer.

R. W. John F. Burrill Grand Secretary.

R. W. Geo. M. McConnell Grand Orator.

R. W. G. Wiley Martin Grand Chaplain.

W. Frank Hudson, Jr. . . . .
.' Deputy Grand Secretary

W. John A. Ladd ... Grand Pursuivant.

W. Geo. W. Cyrus Grand Sword Bearer.
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GRAND OFFICERS

—

Continued.

W. David A. Cashman as Senior Grand Deacon.

W. Wilson yunior Grand Deacon.

W. Geo. Rawson Grand Steward.

W. Isaac E. Hardy us Grand Steward.

W. Paul Zeimskn Grand Steward.

W. John P. Norvell Grand Steward.

Bro. John P. Ferns Grand Tyler.

DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND MASTERS.

R. W. W. A. Stevens First District.

R. W. D. J. Avery Second District.

R. W. John O'Neill Third District.

R. W.
J.

B. Babcock Fourth District.

R. W. L. L. MuNN Fifth District.

R. W. John C. Smith . Sixth District.

R. W. J. V. Thomas Seventh District.

R. W. Perry A. Armstrong Eighth District.

R, W. T. J. Wade ... . : Ninth District.

R. W. J. H. Fawcett Tenth District.

R. W. H. C. Cleveland Eleventh District.

R. W. W. H. H. Rader Twelfth District.

R. W. W. H. Eastman Fotn-teetith District.

R. W. Louis Zeigler Fifteenth District.

R. W. Haswell C. Clark Sixteenth District.

R. W. R. L. McKlNLAY Seventeenth District.

R. W. John Bennett Nineteenth District.

R. W. Archibald A. Glenn Twentieth District.

R. W. E. C. Selleck Twenty-first District,

R. W. Henry Palmer .... Twenty-fotirth District.

R. W. H. W. Hubbard T%ventyfifth District.

R. W. John M. Pearson Tiventy-sixth District.

R. W. Chas. H. Patton Twenty-eighth District.

R. W. P. W. Barclay Thirtieth District.

REPRESENTATIVES OF OTHER GRAND LODGES.

M. W. Dewitt C. Cregier Indiana, Mississippi, Connecti-

cut, Michigan, District of
Columbia and Quebec.

R. W. Wiley M. Egan Canada and Ireland.

R. W. Joseph Robbins Iowa.

R. W. W. J. A. DeLancey Georgia.

R. W. John M. Pearson Pennsylvania.

R. W. OrlIN H. Miner Florida, Oregon, Ohio, Royal
York and Friendship, Berlin,

Prussia.



IS76.J GRAND LODGE OF ILLINOIS.

represp:ntatives of other grand lodges— Continued.

M. W. James A. Hawi.ky ilabavia and Colorado.

R. W. David A. Cashman Ma>yland.

M. W. Wm. Lavely Minnesota.

R. W. John Bennett Arkansas.

R. W. John F. Burrill Idaho.

R. W. Gilbert W. Barnard Wisconsin.

R. W. L. L. MUNN British Columbia.

R. W. John C. Smith Nevada.

PAST GRAND MASTERS.
M. W. Levi Lusk, M. W. Wm. Lavely,

M. W. Dewitt C. Cregier, M. W. James A. Hawley.

representatives OF LODGES.

NO.
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REPRESENTATIVES— Continued.

161

162
163
164
165
166
169
170

J. TV. Green .... W.
K. IJ Perry* W.
Orhindo l>enl W.
N. F. Hrucc W.
C. J5. Hubbard ^V.

E. J. .Jones W.
H. Burgesser S.

IJ. K. Logan S.

J. lieimann S
LeunUer W. Nimo W-
C. VVeitirick* S.

Alvah.lHy W.
H. C. lUsell W.
E. J. Tnwer S
A.'K. (Jlark S.

G. U. Sherman. w.
T. J. ]>:iviil8on W.
J. C. MooiU'V W.
W. A. Goodrich W.
Jus. Peterson W.
Jas. II. Koseman — S.

O. E. Holer W.
JohnMinto* S

J. T. Chennanlt W.
E. A P.elknap - W.
Wm Moore S

.

Jas. Hodge*... W
1). neckley W.
J.C Urvan W.
A. N. Wheeler ^•

J. W Shaw W.
W. H. Perrin W.
J. C. Mall W
A. McWayne* >V.

W. H. Hill W
H.F. Holcomb W-
Geo McWilliams S.

H. R Uiirton f-

G. li. Carpenter w.
D. I). Hunt W.
F. D. Grover W.
C. E. L'.omis W.
Jiioob Hazlelt ''^•

Wm H. I'.mlow W.
J. U. Knvkendall W.
J. A. MerriHeld ^V .

D. Q. Trotler W.
Jonas Thou S.

E. U. Ankrum* W.
G. P. Lawrence S

J. L. orendorfl* W.
John H. Benlord S.

Smith Searls W.
A. R. Ashley W.
C. K. Ladd* J-

T. J. Tiistin W.
E. St. John S.

J. A. Stoddard >
Geo. Tuttle W.
Wm. P. Askins W.
R. T. Houghton J-

C. M. Carter W.
J. F. Perriton S.

J.C. Norton W.
R. Andrews* W.
H. N. Cronkrite W.

M.I
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REPRESENTATIVES— Continued.

NAMES

262

258
255
256
258
260
261

262
263
264
265
266
267
268
269

270
271

272
273
274
279
280
282
283

285
286
291
293
293
294
295

297
298
800
301

302
803
806
307
308
309

310
311
312
313
814
315
316
318
319
820
321
322
323
325
827
328

G. P. GrHham W. M.
K. E. Patrick S. W.
P. HarroQ W. M.
M. N. Allen W. M.
W. A. Nason W. M.
W. G. Billines W. M.
R Cunningham W. M.
W. H. Carilifl' W M.
E. West W. M.
Jas. W. McMillan S. W.
H. A. Bluck W. M.
W.T. Butler W. M.
C. M. Graiiiiner W. M.
R. H. Bacon W. M.
A . B . Austin , Jr W . M

.

W. H Johnson W. M
E.J Hill* J. W.
J. M. Wilson* W. M.
E Cook W.M.
Henry C. Berry* S. W.
J. 1 McClintock M^ M.
S. O. .Stillinan W. M.
J. R Sensor* W. M.
S. F. Wilson W. M.
S. J. Payne* W. W.
Walter Little* W.M.
M. Carpenter S. W.
G. H.Frizzell J. W.
S. R. Tilton* W. M.
T. W. Monk W. M.
W. Hacllev W M.
H. LaBar" W. M.
H. R. Kent W M.
Elon E Wallace* S. W.
R F. Lauphlin W.M.
A. Gloesop* W. M.
T. J. Mackoy* S. W.
J H Francis W. M.
A. Calkins* W. M
A. B. White W. M.
S. Crosselt W. M.
C.H.Hitchcock S. W.
A. Cone, Jr J. W.
E. C, Stephens W. M.
A. B. Smith W.M.
M E. Davidson W. M.
D . D . Pearce W.M.
F. S. Allen W. M.
L. P. Smith W. M.
R.Coventry S. W.
John Sutton W. M.
John P Mohr W. M
J N.Baker W.M.
C. Jackson W M
H. D. Cad well W.M
F. Rudershausen S. W.
T. N Bone W. M
D. E. Bilden W. M.
N. R. Zeigler* W.M.
T. M. Hevenor* W M .

A. J Jackson W.M.
H. H. York J. W.
J. B. Welch W. M.
Thos. Y Reynolds J. W.
Hueh Wilson S. W.
F. J. Glazier W. M.

2

334
335
836
337
340
341
344
345
346
347
348
349
350
351
352
3f3
354
356
356
359
360
361
362
363
364
365
366
86T
868
369
870
371
872
373
374
877
378
380
381
382
3S4
385
386
387
389
390
391
392
893
394
395
396
397
398

400
41)1

402
403
404

L. B. Young W. M.
A. F. Nesbet* W. M.
M. V. Daggatt* W.M.
R. D. Lawrence W. M.
H.B.Davidson .... S. W.
J. P. Jones W. M.
John Korsoski* W.M.
S. A. Cummings W. M.
F. Murdock W.M.
W.J. Hubbard* W. M.
B. Staflord, Jr W. M.
O.M.Southwell W.M.
L. C. Beldiug, Jr W.M.
G. G Bicklord* W. M.
W. Freeman* W.M.
E. Rundle S. W.
Chas. H. Ingals W.M.
D.G.Christopher S. W.
E. F. Joy W. M
J . AV. Mooberry W.M.
S. B. Gaines* W. M.
T. J. Nuckols W.M.
A. H. Judd W.M.
Josej^h M . Campbell S . W

.

C.Spalding* W.M.
J. L. Blanchard W. M.
P. W, Lill* W.M.
W.Haines* W.M.
J. K. Secord W.M.
E. W. Wood W. M.
C.F.Tenney W.M.
G. Klink W. M.
A. D. Underwood W.M.
H . Cornel ius W.M.
J. M. Smith W.M.
W. Green W.M.
K. S. .Sedgwick W.M.
W. H. Davidson W.M.
.Oscar Dennis W.M.
M. V. Allen W. M.
P. W. Muhlhausen W.M
J. C. Dan forth W.M.
S. F. McBride W.M.
J. S. McCall* W. M.
T. M Angelo W.M.
W. Wilson W. M.
J. R. Robinson W.M.
B. P. Beck W. M.
R. B. Predmore* W. M.
F. S. Hatch W. M.
1. N. Moore W. M.
I. A. Manly W. M.
W. H. Aughinbaugh W.M.
C. M. White W.M.
J. G. Marston W.M.
H. Thompson W.M.
H Mcpherson* W.M.
John Gorrie S. W.
Wm. H. White .. S v^

.

R. \V . Morse W.M.
E.B.White* s. W.
Henry Holloway S. W.
S. II. Gammon* W.M
A.D.Gibbs W.M
S. ]«. Badger W.M.
C. E. Smith W.M.
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REPRESENTATIVES

—

Continifed.

404 R. B. Hunt S. W. 479
.T.M.Miller J. W. 480

405 A. Lancaster W. M. 481
406 L.W.Lyon W. M. 48i
407 J.G.Mick W. M. 484
408 Isaac.I. Lamb S. W. 485
409 J. E. Pettebone S. W.
410 Philip Ittel W.]\I. 486
412 J. L. Marvel W. M. 487
413 J. C. Brook* AV M. 4sS
414 G.W.Becker W. M. 490
415 R.S.Kilgore S. W. 401
416 n. F. Mason W. M. 492
417 T.W. Pitcher -J. AV 494
418 A. Krauss* W. M 495
419 J. P. Woodside W. M. 496
430 G.M.Dwight W. M. 496
421 Geo. W. Burson W. M. 498
422 J. E. Chailwick 8. W. 500

Peter Dagrgv J. W. 501
42-3 M. E. Ilaruish W. M. 502
4-24 J.B.Mayes W. M. 503
426 G. W DmUlerar W. M. 504
429 R. J.McUonala W.M.i 505
430 II. A. Mannv* W. M. 506
481

i
J. S Ferguson W. M. 509

482
i

J. B. Beeilles W. M 510
433 I S. L. An<hews» W. M. 512
434

!
J. S. Uartman W. M 513

435 \ A. BAverv W.M. 514
436

t
W.Fleming* W.M. 515

437
I

A. Shire W.M. 516
439

!
W. E. Avise W.M. 517

440 A.Salisbury W.M.
441 H. Tesmer W.M. 518
442 J. W. Balslcv W.M. 519
444 JohnTvri*.." W.M. 520
445 W. J. Finch W.M. 521

446 J. W. Riggs W.M. 522
447 i W.H.Fritchev W.M. 523

448
t

J. W. Henslev W.M. 524
449 D.B.Cook W.M. 525
450 ! J.Jones W.M. 526
4.51 J. M. Burse* W.M. 527
452 W.D.Frost W.M 529

453 Chas. Rodgers W.M 530
454 W.M.Phares W.M 532

4.15 C. A Ramsey W.M. .533

456 J.W.Scott AV . M. 534
457 Edward S. Brown W.M. 535
4.58 11 M Parks W.M. 536
459 G.W. Brown, Jr W.M. 537
460 R. A. Moss W.M. .-,38

464 L Hartman W.M 539
465 I C. II. Phelps W.M. 511
467

1

J. D. He.Tiphill.. S. W. .543

468 i J. M. Cringler W.M. 548
469

I

J. H. Tavlor W.M. 550
470 ' F. M. Avev J. W. 5M
471 ; John McOmber* W.M 552
472

I

F. F. Loveland W.jr.j 553

473 I
W.P.Gordon W.M. 554

475
I

J. H.' Lossau* W.M. 555
477 ;

W. S. Wayman W.M. 556
478

I

A. D. Bascom W.M. 557
479 T. W. Bloomer W. M. 558

G.W.Scott* S. W.
D. Gillespie W. M.
W. D Lane W.M.
John L. Langstaff S. W.
J. R. Scott W. M.
D. M. Laswell W.M.
J.J.Phillips S. W
J. Palmer* W M
T . M Doris* W.M
R. E. Duff W. M
G. C. Mastin* W M.
J. M. Daggett W M.
Wm. Price* W.M.
E. Brownback* W M.
J. C. Johnson S. W.
J. W. Aitken W. M.
W.H.Stephens S. W
A. A. McGahev W M.
L.H.Bradley" W M
J. M. Jones .1 . W.
J. H. Tilden W M
T. J. AVhitehead* W. M
A. Gustin w . m .

R. F. Oakes W.M
Jacob B. Strickler* W.M
M.L.Howe. . W.M.
B. F. Middleton W M
Lee Smith W.M.
E. A McCracKen W. M.
H. Phenix W. M.
C. E. Adams W. M
R. AVclls AV. M.
AV. E Bacon W. M.
A. T. Keithlev S. W.
G. N. Carr ..

". W. M
D. M. Taliaferro W. M.
John Spire W . M

.

John P. Cowdin J. W.
Geo. F. Lewis W. xAI.

B. G Smith W.M.
G W. Huntoon W. xAI.

T. J. Dunn* AV. M.
J. A. Crawford* AA\M.
E. S.Baldwin J. W.
J. W. HoUenback AV . M

.

S. Way W. M.
C. O. Thomas W M
J. C. Russell W. M.
J. G. Moss S. AV.
H. H. Parks* W.M.
G. Bartholf W. M
S. II. Smith* W. M
C. II. Bacon W. M.
Robt. Rumbold W. M.
E . Ilouchi ns A\^ M

.

S. J. Whitford J. AV.
M. Maynard W. .At.

O. AVilkinson AV M.
L. B. Anderson W. M.
A. J. Bossermar W. M.
John H. Fuhr S. W\
A. B. Byrum S. W.
G. AA^ Fuchs W. M.
J. AV. AVilson* W. M.
AVm. Swissler W.M.
G.F.Watson W.M.



1876.] GRAND LODGE OF ILLINOIS.

REPRESENTATIVES— Continued.

fi59

5B0
561
562
563
564
565
566
567
570
572
573
674
575
577
578
579
580
5S1

5S-'

5«3
5S4
585
587
5SS
589
591
505
590

597
599
600
601
602
603
604
605
607
608
609
610
611

61'^

613
616
617
618
619
620

6'-il

622
624
627
629
630
682
683
684
635
636

G. W. Sweet W. M., 641
M. A. Cline VV. M.
IsaacMarks W. M.

;

642

J. W. Mott W. M.
S. C. Ellis* W. M.
N. C. Tyler W. M. 643
J. W. Caunoa S. W 644
H. M Booth W. M. 645
R. D. Kirkpatrick W. M 646
J P. Willard W. M 647
James A. Roberts.. S. W. 643
W. H. Loug VV. W. 650

L. A. Wood S. W. 651

C.E. Freeman W. M 652
V. R. Harriott W. M 653

W.E.Lake* W. M 654
W. W. Wilson* W. M. 055

C. W. Polen S. W. 656
Henry Mowery W M. 657

L. M. Biclimore W. M. 659
R. F. Qiiiun S. W 660

A. A buppinger S. W. 662
J.H.Bell* W. M. 663

J. W. Hartsock* W. M. 664
C. G. Gushing W. M. 665
S. Kawson W . M

.

606
J. Danner W. M.. 667

E. Wenger W. M. 668

J. B. Daniel W. M. 669

A. C. Wood W. M 670
J. W. Ostrander J. W. 671

M.L.Sherman* W.Ri.j 672
J. S. McClellan* W. M

1

673

E. Drum W. M 674
C. K Hendee W. M. 675

W. M. Abraham W. M 676

J. A. Ewalt W. M 677
D. A. Clarey W.M 678
W.T.Crane W.M. 679

M N.Morehouse W.M. 680

J. S. McElhaney W.M. 681

J.Bell S. W. 682
A. D. O'Neill W.M 684
Thos. Cromlish W.M 685

J F. Williams -S W. 686
Ohas. E. Simmons J. W. 687
M.S.Bowman W.M 688
T H. Qiiayle W. M. 689
W.P.Hart W.M. 690
W. ir. Shaver* W. M 1 691

J. H. Wetzell J. W 692
P. H Shelton W M. 693
R.H.Smith W M 694
T. W. Clark* S. W 695
P. Bishop* W.M. 696
G. P. Orendorff W.M. 693
L Bunce W.M 700
Edwin Wiggs W.M. 701
Chas. C. Eager W.M. 702
J. W Davis W. M. 703
A. A. Sulcer W. M
J. P. Lakin W. M. '

W. S. Meserve W.M 704
R. J. McNeill, W. M. 705
J. M. Tobias W.M. 706

J. M. Edmiston W.M.
J. Railsback S. W.
M. Q. Fair W. M.
M. A. Sayer S. W.
Thos. Neill J. W,
H. Munstermaa W.M.
D. Z. Condrey W.M.
E. Cutler W. M.
C. E. Wright W. M.
I. Stokes W. M.
G.E. Harvey W. M.
James M. Pertil S. W.
R.Walker W. M.
T. M. Renfro W. M.
H. K.Rule* W. M.
S. M. Ferrill AV. M,
W. W. Craddock W M.
A. Beneka W. M.
C W. Roach W.M.
W. H: Konantz J. W.
James Bartleson W . M

.

L. Lewis W. M.
Thos. Jefford W. M.
R.G.Scott W.M.
H. Miller W. M.
J.L.Myers W.M.
A. McLean W.M.
W.R.Wheeler W.M.
Paul Ziemsen W. M.
A.G.Butler W.M.
J. W. McClure W.M.
J. M. Maynor* W.M.
J. S Lackey W.M.
r>. Gollhardt W.M.
G. C. Drennen W. M.
J. C. Cushman W. M.
D. F. Hunter* W. M.
A. Bowman W. M.
L. V. Reed W. M.
G. D. Gove W. M.
J. M. Pence W. M.
J. Hatfield W. M.
Wm. M. Simmons S. W.
A.Hefliu W. M.
H. G. Thompson W. M.
D. A. Shock AV. M.
S. R. Beards]ey J. W.
S. S. Moore W. M.
II. J. Colburn W. M.
W. J. Moore W. M.
E. Grimes.. W. M.
D. R. Harrison W. M.
W. E. Scott* W. M
T. J. Cross W M.
L.^D. Davenport W. M.
A.* y. Rosencranta S. W
J. H. Claspill W. M
S. B. Weldon W. M.
J. E. Alexander W. M.
G. R. Smith* W. M.
E. B. Meyer* S. W.
M. E. Smith J. W.
G. K. Charlton W.M
J. M. Darr W. M.
S. Cosart S. W.
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REPRESENTATIVES— Continued.

707
709
710
711
712
714
715
716
717
719
7-20

721
722

John Griffith :.W. M.
John Bedell S. W.
J. S. Miller W. M.
W. P. Gray W. M.
W.Penny W. M
A. B. Tilton* W. M.
John A. Price* W. M.
J. Sidle W. M.
S. S. Biiffam W. M.
H. G. Huggins W. M.
E. Gant8 W. M.
(J. L. CunQmlngs W. M.
M. Knight W. M.

723
724
725
726
727
729
730
731
782
733
734
735

I.M. Asbury* S. W.
L. O. Chandler ...W. M.
<B. R. Cole W. M.
D. Goodman W. M.
C. C. Vandoren* W M.
E. Spiller W. M.
W. E. Burnett W. M.
A. R. Beck W. M.
S. E. Vaughn W. M.
W. M. Bailey W. M.
C.N. Henkle W. M.
John Barr* W . M

.

* Proxy.

The acting: Grand Master read the following

ADDRESS.

Brethren of the Grand Lodge :

Twelve months have been told ott by the swift recurring days since we last met

as a Grand Lodge, and as we stand on the dividing line between two Masonic

years—ere we review the labors of the old and take counsel for the new—our grate-

ful hearts instinctively turn towards Him whose loving kindness has been about us

as a mantle, and on whose care we rest as in the hollow of a mighty hand.

But as we stand here rejoicing in our strength, we do not forget the beloved

brother in his weakness, the Grand Master of our choice, who, in enforced exile, is

seeking health beneath milder skies ; but from every heart goes up a prayer for his

restoration to his brethren, and to his wife and little ones who watch for his coming

with love's wistful eyes.

Grand Master Lounsbury continued to perform the duties of his office long after

his strength had ceased to be equal to the task, when, in the latter part of July, his

health became so much impaired that he was compelled to relinquish them, and

acting under the imperative orders of his physicians, to leave the jurisdiction and

seek relief in the mountain air of Colorado.

Soon after my succession to the duties of the Grand Mastership, it came to my
knowledge that, from the abrupt abandonment of his business under the pressure of

a necessity that would admit of no delay, not only were his financial affairs in such

condition as to make the consequent mental anxiety a serious present hindrance to

his recovery, but in such condition as to forbid his absence for a period long enough

to insure any permanent benefit. The details of the financial situation were such as

to require more speedy action than an appeal to the lodges alone could secure.
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The emergency was so pressing that with the unanimous advice and consent of

my colleagues of the Charity Committee, I determined to disregard the statutory

limitation as to the amount to be appropriated in any given case during the recess

of the Grand Lodge ; and accordingly, on the twentieth day of August, I drew on

the Charity Fund of the Grand Lodge for five hundred dollars. This has been paid

out for the relief of Bro. Loi'NSKi'RY, on drafts which are herewith submitted as

vouchers.

This action, which is submitted for your consideration, was supplemented by an

appeal to the constituent lodges for further aid, issued from the Grand East on the

thirtieth day of August. The response to this appeal has been prompt and liberal,

but the returns are not yet so complete as to indicate the final aggregate. I trust it

may be sufficient to enable our Grand Master to prolong his stay where alone there

seems to be any hope of his recovery, and where, at latest advices, his physicians

gave him encouragement to hope a prolonged sojourn might secure it.

In the absence of the address of the Grand Master, which, though hourly expected

has not yet arrived, I can lay before you only a partial report of the work of the

year, pertaining to this office ; that portion only which covers the period of two

months which have passed since I succeeded to its duties.

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE.

I have issued dispensations for the advancement of candidates to the following

Lodges :

Altona Lodge No 330, $$ 00 ; Cherry Valley Lodge No. 173, S5 00.

Dispensations have been issued to the following Lodges for special elections and

Tacations

:

A. O. Fay Lodge No. 676, $2 00; Waldeck Lodge No. 674, $2 00 ; Apollo

Lodge No. 642, $2 00 ; Pleiades Lodge No. 478, $2 00.

The reports of the District Deputi/is, so far as received by me, as well as my own
correspondence, indicate a gratifying degree of harmony in and between the lodges.

A single complaint has been lodged with me, that of Berwick Lodge No. 619 against

Trinity Lodge No. 561, for alleged infringement of jurisdiction in the initiation of

a candidate residing nearer the former lodge. The correspondence has not yet

determined whether the complaint is well grounded.

ARREST .AND SURRENDER OF CHARTERS.

Information having reached me through the D. D. G. M. of the nineteenth dis-

trict, R. W. Bennett, that New Berlin Lodge, No. 259, had become dormant, he,

by my direction, investigated the matter, and reports that some two years since, at

a special meeting held for that purpose, the lodge unanimously voted to surrender

its charter; but that subsequently, nine of the members determined to make
another effort to keep the lodge alive, and at the usual time elected officers. Since
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that time, however, they had not succeeded in holding another meeting. Regard-

ing the meeting held subsequent to' the unanimous decision to surrender the charter

as informal, and finding it to be the general wish of the brethren that the

lodge should be closed up, he directed that its charter and effects should be sent

to the Grand Secretary, and his action has received my approval.

Being informed by the Grand Secretary that Lodi Lodge No. 594 had surrend-

ered its charter, I have directed R. W. J. B. Babcock, D. D. G. M. of the 4th

District, to visit Lodi and take possession of the effects of the lodge.

CONSOLIDATION.

R. W. p. W. Barclay, D. D. G. M. of the 30th District, reports the consolida-

tion of Cairo Lodge No. 237 and Cache Lodge No. 290, as Cairo Lodge No. 237,

thus constituting a strong and prosperous body.

DISCIPLINE.

But one case has come to my notice requiring disciplinary action.

Charges of unmasonic conduct against W. Bro. James D. Ruudhousk, \V. M.

of Manchester I-odge No. 229, having been lodged with R. W. A. A. Glenn, D.

D. G. M. of the 20th District, Grand Master Lounsbury directed that officer to

investigate the matter, and by his report, it appears that the charge was

substantially true
;

yet extenuating circumstances to which my attention was

called by him, determined me to dismiss the charge with a reprimand from the

Grand East, which was served on the Master by the District Deputy.

PL'BLIC WORK.

M. W. Bro. D. C. Cregier reports to me that, under authority from Grand

Master Lounsbury, on the 22nd of June last he laid the corner-stone of the new

Court House of Winnebago county, at Rockford, in the presence of an immense

concourse of people.

The event was a notable one in the Masonic history of Illinois, as by the press

accounts of that date over two thousand Masons were in the procession, and the

public Masonic ceremonial was performed with the dignity and impressiveness

which ever characterize the work of the M. W. Bro. who represented the Grand

Master.

He reports also the public dedication of the new Hall of Tarbollton Lodge at

Fairbury, speaking in high terms of the zeal and efficiency of the Craft of that

town, and of the hall as a handsome addition to the many fine Lodge rooms of

which the jurisdiction can boast.

NECROLOGY.

The necrology of the year among distinguished Masons has been light, both in

our own and other jurisdictions.
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In. our own State we mourn the loss of three venerable Past Masters, two of whom
were Past Grand Officers.

Dr. Joseph N. Ralston, Past Junior Grand Warden, died at Quincy, 1876.

Albert E. Drain died.also at Quincy, September 13, 1876.

Adam Brewer, Past Jr. Grand Warden, Knoxville, Pacific T.odge No. 400.

DECISIONS.

I submit the following decisions, most of which are chiefly important as involving

interpretations of our new code :

1. An applicant for dimission is not required to assign reasons for withdrawal;

the conditions imposed by Sec. I, Art. XX., Part 2nd, being complied with, the

lodge is at liberty in the exercise of its discretion to grant or refuse his petition ;

but lodge by-laws imposing conditions not found in the by-laws of the Grand

lodge are inoperative.

2. A brother who, in the exercise of the right of objection (recognized in Sec.

2, Art. XVI., Part 2nd), is proved to be actuated by unworthy motives, or who
maliciously uses it to interrui)t the legitimate labors, or to mar the peace and harmony

of the lodge, is liable to discipline and punishment.

3. When a brother is charged with unmasonic conduct, he being at the time m
confinement for an offense against the State, the lodge need not, after having given

him due notice and reasonable time and opportunity to prepare his defense, wait

for his term of imprisonment to expire, but may conduct the proceedings to a final

issue without his presence.

4. A petition for reinstatement from a brother under sentence of indefinite

suspension, requires no recommendation under our law, nor does the law require it

to lie over until a subsequent meeting; it may be acted upon at once, or be

postponed for future action by a vote of the lodge, or at the discretion of the

Master.

5. A petitioner, as above, cannot elect to be fully reinstated to member.ship in

his lodge or not at all; the lodge may elect whether it will reinstate him fully, or

to good standing in the Fraternity only, leaving him unaffiliated.

(S. If restored to good standing in the Fraternity only, the brother should receive

from the lodge, under its seal and without fee, a certificate of such restoration, and

that his membership therein has been terminated.

7. If refused, a petitioner for reinstatement may again petition at any stated

meeting.

8. A lodge may refuse to waive jurisdiction over an Entered Apprentice or

Fellow Craft, but waiving jurisdiction, it cannot make conditions, pecuniary or

otherwise, as to its assumption by another lodge.



l6 PROCEEDINGS OF THE [Oct.

MASONIC RELATIONS.

So far as I am informed, our relations with other Grand Lodges are of the most

fraternal character.

Application for recognition and an exchange of representatives has been received

from a body styling itself the Grand Lodge of Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons

of Ontario, having its pretended seat of government at London, in that Province.

From an accompanying document, it appears that the following provision has

been incorporated into the constitution of this new body :

" In case of the sickness of any brother, disqualifying him from labor, three dol-

lars per week is to be appropriated by the lodge to which he belongs, for his

sustenance ; and in case of the death of any brother, fifty dollars is to be appro-

priated by the Grand Lodge for the benefit of his widow and orphans, if any."

The Grand Lodge of Canada, with which we are in fraternal correspondence,

and which is everywhere recognized as a sovereign body, already fully occupies the

territory of the Province of Ontario ; but were it not so, the Grand Lodge of Illi-

nois could not enter into fraternal relations with an organization which, by the

incorporation of the above-quoted provision into its organic law, had already taken

itself out of the category of Masonic bodies.

The doctrine on which that provision is based is utterly subversive of the princi-

ples and groundwork of Masonry, and the provision itself at once converts the

society built upon it into a mutual benefit society, with which Masonry can have

nothing in common until it shall have lost those grand characteristics which distin-

guish it as a charitable, instead of an insurance association.

That in recent years we have been drifting in a mercenary direction, and coming

to make Masonry more and more a matter of dollars and cents, cannot be doubted,

nor can any thoughtful brother view without alarm the increasing tendency in this

direction.

Heretofore these tendencies have manifested themselves only in such ways as to

make their repression by legislative action difficult ; hut now that they have culmin-

ated in this revolutionary innovation, attempted by a body otherwise so revolutionary

as to compel action with reference to it, I trust that the Grand Lodge of Illinois,

while recognizing in unmistakable terms the jurisdictional rights of the Grand Lodge

of Canada, will in terms no less unmistakable emphasize its determination to hold no

intercourse with any self-styled Masonic body whose organic law is a denial of

that fundamental principle of Masonry, which more than any other is characteristic

and vital.

LEGISLATION.

The statutes of our Grand Lodge make it the duty of the Grand Master to recom-

mend to the Grand Lodge such legislation as he may deem necessary or expedient

for the welfare of the Fraternity.
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I have no legislation to recommend ; but recommend rather that you abstain from

legislation except in such matters of interpretation and procedure as the experience

of the committees of the Grand Lodge, or of the Grand Lodge itself while in ses-

sion, has shown to be required.

In this connection I may refer to the project which was under consideralion at

the last Annual Communication, of establishing a Widows' and Orphans' Home, to

be owned, governed and controlled by the Grand Lodge.

I deem it my duty to say that the history of public Masonic charities in this

country, educational or otherwise, does not inspire me with confidence in the suc-

cess of such an undertaking under Grand Lodge management, even using the word

success in its narrowest, its material aspect. More than this, T do not share the

feeling that the absence of such an institution is a reproach to the Craft in any

lurisdiction. On the contrary, I repeat what I have elsewhere said, that the true

mission of Masonry is a silent one, leavening all unseen with its softening and restrain-

ing influences, the community in which it exists. An improved state of society is a

nobler monument to its influence and power than piles of marble ; and to touch the

springs of benevolence in the individual heart, of more importance than the founda-

tion of costly public charities.

If, however, the Grand Lodge should differ with me on this subject, and deem it

desirable to embark in this enterpvize, T would still urge that the initial steps be taken

with the utmost caution, and only after the most careful deliberation as to methods

and plans.

CONCLUSION.

My brethren, we enter upon this thirty-seventh Annual Communication of our

Grand Lodge just at the time when History pauses to erect the golden milestone

which marks a hundred years of the Republic.

As the nation bids her elder sisters abide as her guests and witness her material

achievements, so we point with pride to the marvellous material growths of Masoniy
m our jurisdiction. But let us not forget in our pride that this goodly heritage

brings with it a corresponding responsibility. At such a moment, above all others,

we ought to remember that only as we will it can the future of Masonry be made
worthy of its past ; that the character of the institution will be and can be but the

total resultant of the lives and characters of its individual members ; and that as we
enter upon a trust bequeathed to us by a preceding generation, the question gets

itself asked of each one, " What guarantee can you give for my future? "

And so, Masters and Wardens, picked men of the Craft, selected to represent

Masonry before the world, let us all take this question home, that haply each one of

us may, from the vantage ground where Humanity waits on Introspection, resolve

that the new cycle shall shame the old.

JOSEPH ROBBINS, D. G. M.,

Acting Grand Master.

Referred to ComiTiittee on Grand Master's Report.

3
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CALLED OFF.

At 12 o'clock M. the Grand Lodge was called from labor. to

refreshment.

FIRST DAY—AFTERNOON SESSION.

Tuesday, Oct. 3, 5876, \

Two o'clock p. m.
(

The Grand Lodge was called to labor, Deputy Grand Master

Joseph Robbins as Grand Master.

Prayer by the R. W. the Grand Chaplain.

RESOLUTION—To remit dues of Loami Lodge No. 450.

W. Bro. Jones (4S0) offered the following resolution, which

was referred to the Committee on Charity:

Whereas, Loami Lodge No. 450, A. F. & A. M., lost, by fire on the 13th day of

March, 1876, all her Furniture, Regalia, Jewels, Charter, Records and everything

pertaining thereto : and, whereas, said Lodge is poor and making an effort to

replace them, therefore,

Resolved, That the Grand Lodge remit the dues of Loami Lodge No. 450, the

better to enable them to go on with their work.

RESOLUTION—To remit dues'of Madison Lodge No. 560.

W. Bro. Ki.etn (s6o) offered the following resolution, which

was referred to the Committee on Charity

:

Resolved, That the Grand Lodge remit the dues of Madison Lodge No. 560, on

account of the total destruction of their Hall and P^urniture by fire, in February last.

REPORT—Committee on Lodges U. D.

R. W. Bro. R. D. Hammond, from the Committee on Lodges

U. D., submitted the following report, which was received and

adopted

:
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To the M. W. Grand Lodge A. F. &= A. M. of (ke State of Illinois :

Your Committee on Lodges U. D. ask leave to report that they have examined the

work and returns of Dennison, Arrowsmith, Sullivan Centre, Lakeside, Grant Park,

New Holland, Danvers, Scotland, Goode, Winnebago, Weldon, Centennial and

Alta Lodges, and find that the following make correct showing in every particular,

to-wit : Arrowsmith, Grant Park, Goode, Winnebago, Weldon, Danvers and Alta.

The others show correct work and returns, except as follows : Scotland, Sullivan

Centre and New Holland Lodges having adopted code of by-laws, failed to spread

same upon the record.

The W. M. of New Holland Lodge allowed the appointment of called meetings

by vote of his Lodge. Dennison elected Treasurer, and Lakeside elected Treasurer,

Secretary, Senior and Junior Deacons, by ballot.

Upon the record of Centennial Lodge it appears that, at a meeting of sundry

Masons of that vicinity, called to order by a R. W. Bro., a dispensation from the

M. W. G. M. was read, whereupon the R. W. Bro. instituted the Lodge.

We are gratified to note a decided improvement in the returns presented at this

communication.

We recommend that charters be issued as follows :

To Dennison, as Dennison No. 736.

To Arrowsmith, as Arrowsmith No. 737.

To Sullivan Centre, us Sullivan Centre No. 738.

To Lakeside, as Lakeside No. 739.

To Grant Park, as Grant Park No. 740.

To New Holland, as New Holland No. 741.

To Danvers, as Danvers No. 742.

To Scotland, as Scotland No. 743.

To Goode, as Goode No. 744.

To Winnebago, as Winnebago No. 745.

To Weldon, as Weldon No. 746.

To Centennial, as Centennial No. 747.

To Alta, as Alta No. 748.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

RICHARD D. HAMMOND,
I

B. ¥. NEWLON,
|H G. CALHOUN, ,•- Committee.

S. STEVENS,
I

LOUIS ZEIGLER,
J
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TABULAR STATEMENT ACCOMPANYING REPORT OF COMMITTEE
ON LODGES UNDER DISPENSATION.

NAMES OF LODGKB.

Dennison
Ari-owsmilh . .

Sullivan Centre
Lake Siile

Grunt Park
New Ilullaud—
Dun Vers
Scotland
Goode
Winnebago
VVeldon
Centennial

.= o

21
32
48
29
4
It

Alta i

^2

Total !

227

12
18
10
1

7

3
3
5
2
3
5

88

10
6

10
15
10
2
4
3
3
2
1

2
4

72

19
16
59
26
15
11
11

18
ir.

9

15
12

18 26U

REPORT—Of Acting Grand Treasurer.

R. W. Bio. A. A. Glenn, Acting Grand Treasurer, submitted

his report of moneys disbursed, which was referred to the Finance

Committee:

A. A. Glenn, Acting Grand Treas^urer,

In account with Grand Lodge of Illinois.

Dr.

Oct. 6, 1875—To amount received from Grand Secretary, 1875 . . . . $28,00599

Ck.

By amount paid Representatives to Grand Lodge, 1875 . $13,949 60

By amount paid Representatives, 1874 6 00

By Miscellaneous Orders, paid 2,733 4°
By Special Orders, paid 9,239 25

By Order on Grand Charity Fund ... 500 00
;g26,428 25

Balance i,577 74

To current receipts for 1876 28,597 75

;?30,i75 49

Of this amount, $600 are in notes received from Bigelow Lodge No. 438.

Fraternally submitted, A. A. GLENN,
Acting Grand Treasurer.
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GRAND treasurer's REPORT Cofltitll/ed.

MILEAGE AND PER DIEM ORDERS PAID.

1

NUMBER.
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MILEAGE AND PER DIEM ORDERS PAID Continued.

NUMBER.
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MILEAGE AND PER DIEM ORDERS PAID

—

Continued.

rNtnMBBll.
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SPECIAL ORDERS.

No- TO WHOM ISSUED. FOR WHAT PITRPOSE.

237
'i-'S

280
21)
241
242
243
^46

247
248
249
2.T0

251

2o2
253
254
255
256
257
258
269
26U
2til

2b2
2«o
264
265
206
267
2«8
26!t

270
371
•272

273
274
275
276
277
278

:

279
2^0
281
'28i

283
2ft4

285
286

I

287
288
i89
290
291
292
293
294
295
296
297
29S
2y9
3(10

801
302
308
304

Calumet Lodge Dues overpaid
Rome Lodged Dues over|)aid
Lumberman's Lodge Dues overpaid
Rankin Lodge Dues overpaid
Um:ilia Lodge Dues overpaid
May Lodge Dues overpaid
Golden Uule Lodge Dues overpaid
Geo. E. Lounsbury Salary as G. M
•J. F. Burrill Salary as G. Sec
Geo. K. Lounsbury Incidentals
John P. Ferns..." Expenses and services, G. Tyler.
James P Dalton Charier Case.s ^

UeLarig & Osterlind Cap Paper
Geo. W. Davis Ex. as D D. G. M
J. S. D.iniels '1 raveling Expenbcs
Louis Zeigler Traveling Expenset* ,

A. A. Gk-nn Expt'USes as D. D. G. M
Patterson & Co .. Stationery
J. M Pearson Printing Committee
O. II. Miner Prmting Coiumiliee

Painting Sigus.
Printing
Office Expenses.
Janitor
Asft. G. Sec'y.

.

Dep. G Sec'y
Services ....

Hall Rent

B. F. Chase
Si)ringiield Printing Co ...

John F. Rurrill
John Conners
P. Bird Price
F. Hudson. Jr
John Middleton
R. S. & W. G. McCormick.
Charles Shober & Co Printing
W. J. A. DeLancev Expenses
A. C. Schadle ' Mileage and Per Diem, 1874..

.

J D. Cnibtree Tr. Expenses
J. M. Pearson Expenses
Joseph Uobbins Committee on Correspondence^
S. W. Waddle Services..-

G. E. Lounsbury Salary
Salary
Dues refunded
Printing
Music
Salary
Salary
Paper.

J. F. Burrill
Occidental Lodge ..

Charles Shober & Co
Wm. L. Tomlins
G. E. Lounsbury. .

J. F. Burrill
D. & J. B. Brown
Geo. E. Lounsbury Salary
J. F Burrill Salary
J. F. Burrill Salary
G. E. Loun-bury Salary
G. E. Lounsbury Salary
J. F. Burrill Salary
1). & J. B. Brown Printing
»I. U . Chamberlin Services
J. H Fawcett Services
A. T. Darrah Services
M. D. Chamberlin Services
G. E. Lounsbury Salary
J. F. Burrill Salary
G. E . Lounsbury Salary
J. F. Burrill Salary
G. E. Lounsburv Salary
J. F. Burrill...' Salary
G. E. Lounsbury Salary
J.F. Burrill Salary
G. E. Lonnsburv Salary
J.F. Burrill ..." Salary
Frank Hudson, Jr Printing
G. E. Lounsbury Salary
Joseph Robbins Relief of G M.

$6 00
6 00
3 00
5 25
9 75
3 76
9 75

125 00
2ii8 34
382 36
190 80
6 50
1 00

22 20
10 00
9 00

12 50
34 08
10 00
10 00
2 25

912 72
926 34
10 00
25 00
25 00
2S 26

350 00
57 50'

12 60
16 50
4 00
4 75

500 00
25 00
126 00
2US 34
117 00
67 50
24 80

125 00
208 S!l

456 00
125 00
208 34
•208 34
126 00
125 00
208 33
483 90
159 90
167 90
221 00
24 tK)

125 00
208 34
125 00
208 33
125 00
208 34
125 00
208 33
125 00
208 34
95 00

125 00
500 00

$9,739 25
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MISCELLANEOUS ORDERS.

TO -WHOM IS80ED. FOB WHAT PURPOSE.

1 G. E . Lounsbury
2 Jos. Robbins
3 VV. J A. DeLancey
4 H. E. HamUton
5 J. F. liurnll
7 F. Hudson, Jr
8 Jno. A. Ladd
9 W. E. Giniher

l»t W. H.Lonjj
11 Jno. D Hamilton
la K. T. Higtrius
13 I. J. Bloomtield
14 Ira A. Church
15 1 E Hardy
16 J. P. Ferns t

17 K. D. Hannmond
18 Louis Zeigler
19 B. F. Newlou ,

20 T. \V. Hay
21 L. L. Muun
22 J. D. Crabtree .

23 T. J. Wade
24 H. G. Calhoun
25 VV. U. H. Rader
26 J . C. WcMurtry
27 H. C. Clark
28 R. F. McKinley
29 A. A. Gleun
8u i>. M. Browning-
31 L. D. Heunelt
32 P. W. IJarclay.
33 J. C. Bagby ,

34 J. C. Stuilh
85 ChttS. Fisher
36 E. S. Mulliner
87 T. J. Whitehead
38 A. B Davidson
39 Sylvester Stevens
40 M D. Chamberlin
41 Ed. Cook
4-2 .,\ . T. Barrah
43 J . H Fawcctt
44 r J. Pricketl
45 U. A. Cashman
46 C Kirkpatrick
47 Jno Bennett
48 S. C. Smith
49 D. E. Head
50 H. W. Dyer ,

51 Henry Palmer ,

52 J A Hawley
53 O. C Cregier
54 W. M. Egan
.\5 W. Lavely
.56 H. W. Hubbard
57 M. H. Wilmot
68 A. W . Blakesjey
59 J E. Dyas
60 Joseph Holland
61 S. W Waddle
6a S S. Chance
63 E. C. Selleck
64 O. H. Miner
65 J. M. Pearson ,. .

.
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S36 50
ii 30
81 30
6 00

18 50
24 50
IT (10

24 40
20 90
29 90
29 00
15 60
20 60
31 60
6 00

56 00
45 80
57 30
63 70
18 10
16 80
14 40
25 40
29 20
22 10
11 60
22 40
81 50
34 30
31 70
42 ."50

42 80
20 00
38 50
4G 30
44 40
31 00
36 90
32 10
2(1 no
33 70
80 50
51 60
40 00
72 80
24 50
40 00
63 90
56 00
31 00
24 80
15 00
15 00
.33 50
65 .30

58 80
66 30
56 40
51 80
32 60
44 90
41 30
33 59
40 60
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MISCELLANEOUS ORDERS

—

Continued.

TO WHOM ISSrED. F<>R WHAT PUKPOiSF..

66 Enos Brown Mileage and Per Diem, Certificates

.

67 W.H.Scott Mileage and Per Diem, Orp Home.
68 G.W.Barnard Mileage and Per Diem, Auditor. ..

ro J. B. Uosenoranz Mileage and Per Diem, Auditor. ...

71 A. W. Adams Committee on IJy-Laws •

72
I

F.Hudson Committee on Obituaries
73' S.M.Martin Committee on Obituaries
74 G. D. Slanker Committee on Obituaries
76 J. B. Truil Committee on Gr. Steward
76 R.D.Lawrence Committee on Credentials
77 John Waugh Committee on Credentials "...

78 O.F.Price Committee on Credentials
80 1

1". T Gurney Committee on G. M. Address
SI S. C. Wilson : Committee on G. M. Address
82 C.Trowbridge Committee on G. M. Address
83

I

D. J. Avery Committee on Orphans' Home
84 I J. O'Neil." Committee on D. D. G M
85

i John Wood Committee ')n Orphans' Home
86 1 R.Page Committee nn orphan.s' Home

16 00
41 TO
16 00
21 80
IS 50
27 90
36 .W
40 =*0

9 ()"'

38 50
56 00
36 40
15 Oct

27 60
33 20
15 00
6 00

44 40
31 40

$2,733 40

RECAPITULATION,

Pay of Grand Representatives

Miscellaneous Orders

Special Orders

Grand ('haritv Order

$13,955 60

2,738 40

0,239 25

oOO 00

Grand Total $26,428 25

AMENDMENT TO BY-LAWS—Proposed

M. W. Bro. Cregier submitted the following ainendtnent? to

the by-laws, which, being seconded by the representatives of

twenty lodges, lie over for one year:

Amend Sec. },, Art. i. Fart First, by striking out entire the " 8th Committee.'''

Amend Sec. 4, Art. i, Part First, by striking out the word "and" at end of para-

graph, and add a new paragraph, as follows :

"The Grand Master, Grand Treasurer and Grand Secretary shall he e.\ officio a

Committee on Printing.""

Amend Sec. i. Art. XX., Part Second, by striking out the word ' may '' in the

4th line, and insert in lieu thereof the word "shall;'" also strike out all after the

word "granted^' and insert, "a.ttd a record made thereof.'"

Amend Sec. 2, Art. XX., Part Second : Strike out the words "the vote'' '\n the

second line, and insert in lieu thereof the words " stich date.'"
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PETITION—To Change Name of Courtland Lodge.

L'uiirthitul Lodge No. 301 su!)inittetl the following petition:

At a regular conimunicatioii. May (jth, ifSjb, of Courtland Lodge No. 301,

F., & A. M., after complying with the by-laws, a vote was taken lo change the

name of the lodge to Hinckley Lodge—the vote being unanimous.

\N'e pray the change may be granted.

Witness my hand and seal of said lodge, this 29th day of September, A. D. 1876.

H. D. WAGNER, Sec.

Upon motion of W. Bro. Buck (35) the prayer of the petition

was granted, and the name of Courtland Lodge No. 301 was

changed ti) Hinckley Lodge No. 301.

TELEGRAM—From Grand Master Lounsbury.

The Acting Grand Master read the following- telegram from

Grand Master Lounsbukv:

I>£NVER, Col., Oct. 3, 1875.

To JusEFH RouBiNS, D. G. M.:

Too ill to write. Kindest love lo all the brethren.

GEORGE E. LOUNSBURY.

Upon motion of K. W . J. C Smith (273) the Acting Grand

Master was requested to reply; expressing in a suitable manner

the feelings of this Grand Lodge.

[KJiFLY.J

Chicagij, 111., Oct. j, 1870.

Gko. E. LoUNSBL'kY, Denver, Col.:

The Grand Lodge sends assurance of its warmest sympathy, and of heartfelt

wishes for your restoration.

JOSEPH ROBBINS,
Deptdy Grand Master

.

ELECTION Made Special Order

Upon motion oi M. W. Bro. Cregber, P. G. M., the election

of grand officers was made the special order for to-morrow morn-

ing at 10 o'clock,

REPORT—Committee on Printing.

R. VV. Bro. Miner, from the Committee on Printing, submit-

ted the following report, which was received and adopted:
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To the M. W. Grand Lodge A. F. 6^ A. M. of the State of Illinois :

Your Committee on Printing respectfully report that the Grand Secretary has

submitted to us five bids, received by him in response to his circular inviting pro-

posals for printing.

Of the five bids, four only were received by him within the time named in the

invitation, to- wit : twelve o'clock noon, of the i8th of September, ultimo, the

remaining bid, as we find from the endorsement thereon, was not handed to him

until the 25th day of September. After consultation with those skilled in such

proceedings, we are satisfied that we have no legal right to consider any bid so

received, and that even if an award of the contract to the bidder offering the same

were made, either of the other bidders would have good legal grounds, if so disposed,

to enjoin all proceedings under such award, and, perhaps, recover damages from the

Grand Lodge for so awarding the contract for their printing. Consequently, we

have declined opening said bid, and have considered only such as were received

within the specified time.

The four bids considered were offered by the Illinois Journal Company, E. L.

Merritt & Bro., the Springfield Printing Company and Frank Hudson, Jr.,

all of the city of Springfield. The bid of Frank Hudson, Jr., being for print-

ing 1,500 blanks for returns of Lodges only, the others being for printing the

proceedings and blanks.

The several bids being computed in detail, on the basis of the same amount of

work to be done as last year, it is found that there is no considerable difference in

the cost of the work under either of the proposals, and that the lowest bid in each

case is that of the Springfield Printing Company for the proceedings, and that of

Frank Hudson, Jr., for the blanks.

Deeming that the proposals of these last named partie.s are most favorable to the

Grand Lodge, we recommend that the two classes of work be awarded to them

respectively.

Your Committee further report that the cost of printing for the Communication

of 1875 was, for the proceedings proper, ^935.90, for the Report on Masonic Corres-

pondence, $912.72, total, $1,847.62.

All of which is fraternally submitted,

JOHN F. BURRILL,
JNO. M. PEARSON, \ Committee.

O. H. MINER,

COMMUNICATION—From Grand Orient of Egypt.

The Grand Secretary read the following communication from

the Grand Orient of Egypt, which was ordered to be published

with the proceedings:
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A.-.G.-.D.-.G.-.A.-.D.-.U.-.

Secretariato Generai.e Del Gr.-.Or.-.D'Egitto E Difendenze
j

Valle Del Nilo, Or.-.D'Alessandria, [

Li ly// May, 1876, A.-. F.-. )

Circular.

1776—IV. of July— 1876.

CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION Ob' AMERICAN INDEl-ENDENCE.

R.-.W.-. G.-.S.-.

Grand Lodge of Illinois:

Dear Sir and Bro.—M.-.IU.-. and P.-. Bro. S. A Zola, Grand M.-. of G.-.

Orient of Egypt proposed, and the following resolution was enthusiastically adopted

to be sent to all American Grand Lodges :

" Grand Orient of Egypt and all Lodges hailing therefrom avail themselves of

the happy event of the Centennial Anniversary of American Independence to greet

their American Brethren thereupon, as the best Part of one of the greatest Nations

in the World, and to request them to accept in so glorious a day the hearty saluta-

tions and Fraternal wishes from this regenerated Egyptian Craft M.-. which is

working to strengthen more and more the Sacred Ties binding and uniting all F.'.

and A.'-. M.-. who are spread throughout the World for the Glory of the G.-. G.'.

O.-. T.-. U.-."

This you will be pleased to convey to your M.'. W.-. Lodge in due and full form,

and believe me truly and fraternally yours,

F. F. ODDI,
Grand Secretary.

ACTION ON PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO BY-LAWS.

The amendments to the by-laws, proposed at the last Grand

Annual Communication, as follows:

No. I. ''Resolved, That Section Two (2), Article One (i), of the by-laws, be so

amended as to read : A committee of nine on credentials be appointed ; said com-

mittee to form itself into three equal divisions ; the lodges to be divided into three

equal parts, commencing with No. i, and each division to be assigned one part,

and pass upon the credentials of representatives of lodges in their class only."

No. 2. " Strike out the proviso of Art. XIII., Part Third, Grand Lodge By-Laws."

No. 3. "Resolved, That Section Four (4), Article Six (6), Part First of the

by-laws, be amended by striking out after the words ' clerk hire ' the words and

office rent."

Being called up and put to vote were declared lost.
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RESOLUTION—Asking Information Regarding Sec. 3, Art. 6, Part jd

of By-Laws.

R. VV. Bro. ^^'ll.MC)T (5-'i) oftereil the tolluwiug- lesolutiou,

whicli was adopted:

Resolved, That the Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence be requested to report

to this Grand Lodge whether x\rticle 0, Sec. 3, Part jrd, Grand Lodge By-Laws, is

authority for the Master of a subordinate lodge to cause the members of his lodge

to continue to vote, when they have found a member guilty of charges and have

uucc voted, refusing to inflict any punishment.

REPORT—Committee on Ceremonials.

M. W. Bio. Ckegiek, tVoiii the Cununittee uii Ceremonials,

submitted the report of tiie committee, as found un page 300 oi

the Proceedings of 1S75.

Upon motion the report was adopted, and the ceremonials

accompanying it declared to be the authorized ceremonials oi this

Grand Lodge.

REPORT—Committee on Chartered Lodges.

W. Bro. KiKKPArKiCK, Chairman of Connnittce on Chartered

Lodges, submitted the report of the committee, which was read

and adopted

:

Tu thi M. W. Grand Lodge A. F. c- A. M. of the Slate of Illinois :

Vour Committee on Chartered Lodges have examined the rcpurts of all subordi-

nate Lodges placed in their hands up to the present time. We have also prepared

a tabular statement, which is herewith submitted. (See appendix.)

Total membership 40,210

initiated during the year •^.37''

Passed • . . -2,356

Raised ^,o97

Admitted 910

Re-instated 191

Dimitted 1,409

Deceased 443
Rejected 786

Suspended 1,168

Expelled ...•••.. 98

Showing a net increase ot 380
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The following lodges have failed to make returns ;

Nos. 47, 107, 204, 216, Z4.0, 27b, 287, 317, 338, 379, 461,476, 507, 541, 542, 546,

549, 569, 6IQ, 625, 637, i^t;S. 658 and 708.

The following Lodges have made returns, but havp failed to pay their dues :

Nos. 42, t77, 214, 231, 305. 358, 388, 428, 4^3, 489, 544, 545, 590, 598,

628, 683.

We are pleased to find a marked improvement in the character of returns made

by the subordinate lodges over those of former years.

Part I, Article 6, Sec. 10, of Gr.ind Lodge By-Tyaws, refers all discrepancies in

returns of subordinate lodges to the R. W. Grand Secretary.

Your committee would ask leave to nmend this report during the sitting of this

M. W. Grand Lodge.

Fraternally submitted.

C. KIRKPATRICK,
]

SAML C. SMITH,
|

J. L. McCULLOUGH. ]- Comr^tUee.

JAS. C. McMURTRY,
|

CHAS. FTSHER.
|

R. W, Bro. Hubbard asked leave tu consider appeal from

Ashlar Lodge No. 30S.

Decided by Grand Lodge (the lodge not having complied with

the law) the appeal could not he considered at this time.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON ORPHANS' HOME—Made Special

Order.

Upon motion of R. W. Rro. Scott, the report of the Com-
mittee on Orphans' Home was made the special order for two

o'clock to-morrow.

R. VV. Bro. (tlenn. Acting Grand Treasurer, read the follow-

ing report of monev received in aid of M. W. Bro. I^ot nsbi^rv:

Tr> th^ M. IV. Grand f.nds^e A. F. cf A. M. of thf Stale of rihnois :

The undersigned, Acting Grand Treasurer of the Grand Lodge, would respect-

fully report that he has received contributions from the following named lodges

within this grand jurisdiction, in response to the appeal made by the Acting Grand

Master, in aid of M. W. Geo. E. Lounsbury, Grand Master—said lodges contrib-

uting the amount set opposite the name of such lodge, viz :
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CONTRIBUTIONS TO M. W. GEO. E. LOUNSBURY.

NO. N.4ME OF I.OnOK.
, AMOUNT.

3
13

23

31

39
50
52

57
67
80
88
loo

109
126

138

141

143

147
148

157

159
180

187

209
223

237
243
246

249
278
283
291

296

297
302

Harmony
St. Johns
Cass
Mt. Vernon ....
Herman
CarroUton ....
Benevolent
Trio

Acacia ...'...
Whitehall ....
Havana
Astoria

Trenton
Empire
Marengo
Garden City . . .

Richmond ....
Clayton
Bloomfield ....
Urbana
Wethersfield . .

Moawequa ....
Mystic Tie ....
William B. Warren
Keeney
Cairo
Galva
Woodford
Hibbard

Jo Daviess ....
Meteor
Wataga
Quincy
Benjamin
Durand

AMOUNT.
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SECOND DAY—MORNING SESSION.

Wednesday, Oct. 4, 5S76. )

Nine o'clock, a. m.

The R. W. Deputy Grand Master called the Grand Lodge

to labor.

Prayer by the R. W. Grand Chaplain.

REPORT—Committee on Grand Master's Report.

The Committee on Grand Master's Report submitted the fol-

lowing report, which was received and adopted:

To the M. W. Grand Lodge A. F. 5f A. M. of the State of Illinois :

Your committee to whom was referred the report of Acting Grand Master, R. W.
Bro. Joseph Rokbins, respectfully submit the following report thereon :

Your committee fully appreciate the difficulties which have surrounded the

Acting G. Master, owing to the sickness of M. W. Grand Master Lounsbury, and

to the fact that he has had but little to do with the events of at least ten months of

the Masonic year, upon which he is called upon to report, yet they are impressed

with the ability and fraternal character of his report.

Your committee would recommend that the action of the Acting Grand Master,

in drawing on the relief fund in the sum of ;JS500 for the relief of the Most Wor-

shipful Grand Master, be approved. That so much of the report as refers to the

granting of dispensations be referred to the Committee on Finance. That so much
as refers to the difficuhy in regard to jurisdiction, between Trinity Lodge No. 561

and Berwick Lodge No. 619, be referred to the Grand Master. That so much as

refers to New Berlin Lodge No. 259 and to Lodi Lodge No. 594 be approved. That

so much as refers to the discipline of the W. M. of Manchester Lodge No. 229 be

approved.

That so much as refers to our fraternal dead be referred to the Committee on

Obituaries.

That so much as refers to decisions upon questions of Masonic law, numbered

1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8, be referred to the Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence,

also that so much as refers to the Grand Lodge of Ontario be referred to the same
committee.

That so much as refers to legislation be approved.

That so much as relates to the project of Widows and Orphans' Home, under the

auspices of this Grand Lodge, meets our hearty approval.

Fraternally submitted,

P. A. ARMSTRONG,
J. C BAGBY. \ Committee.
ALBERT DEMAREE,

5



PROCEEDIXGS OF THE [Oct.

REPORT—Committee on Appeals and Grievances.

R. W. Bro. HiTRRARD suhmitterl the following report of the

Committee on Appeals and Grievances, which was read and con-

sidered seriatim :

To the M. W. Grand Lod^e A. F. &= A. M. nf fhr State of niinoi^ :

The Committee on Appeals and Grievances would respectfully report, that thev have

carefully and diligently examined all cases of Appeals presented, and submit the fol-

io-wring as the re'^ult of their labors :

No. I.

Joseph Hunter, "j

vs. l

FiDELiTY Lodge No. 152. j

Joseph Hunter appeals from the action of Fidelity Lodge, who found him guiltj'

of grave threats on account of the rejection of a gentleman whom the said Hunter
had proposed, to-wit : That if his petitioner was reiected, he ( Hunter) would

prevent any one from becoming a member of Fidelity Lodge hereafter from one por-

tion of the jurisdiction of said lodge.

Your committee, after a careful review of the evidence in this case, find that the

charges were fully sustained, and recommend that the action of the lodge be

approved and appeal dismissed.

No.

John Crocker,
vs.

Maroa Lodge No. 454.

This case came before the Grand Lodge last year—on an appeal by Bro. Crocker
from the action of said lodge,—but from the incomplete records of the case, the

Grand Lodge set aside the action of said lodge, and remanded the case for new

trial.

This year Bro. Crocker again appeals from the action of said lodge on the new

trial.

The charges in this case were preferred by Bro. Crocker against a member of

said lodge, for publishing a malicious and scandalous article against another

brother who had been dimitted from said lodge

.

The article published does not refer in the least to the subject of Masonrj'—only

to the man. The accused avers that the article published is true, and could be fully

proven. Tf it was untrue, it would unquestionably be considered malicious
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and scandalous. But your committee fail to tind anything in the evidence to show
that the article was published with the intention of malice or scandal, but for the

good of the public, and was nothing more than is found in most of the journals of

the day. And as the accuser has failed to furnish proofs to substantiate the charges,

wc therefore recommend that the appeal be dismissed and action of the lodge sus-

tained.

No. 3.

S.-vMUKL Stoker,
)

vs.
jCtNTKALiA Lodge No. 201.
)

Two charges were preferred against the appellant in said lodge, and after trial

he was found guilty, and the penalty of expulsion was voted by the lodge.

The first charge comes within the provisions of sec. 2, art. 2, part 3, Grand Lodge

by-laws—it being a matter purely of a legal character growing out of business

transactions, without any fraud having been alleged or proven.

There is no evidence whatever in the records to sustain the second charge.

Your committee therefore recommend that the action of the lodge be set aside,

and Samuel Stoker be restored to all his former Masonic rights and privileges in

said lodge.

(R. W. Bro. Hubbard, a member of said Lodge, took no part in the considera-

tion of this case.)

No. 4.

VVm. H. Geoheoan, \

vs.

Prairie Lodge No. 77. J

This is an appeal brought by Bro. Geohegan, Junior Warden of Prairie Lodge,

from the action of said Lodge, who found a brother guilty of drunkenness, but

failed to inflict any penalty.

The evidence in this case clearly substantiates the charges, and the accused was
found guilty by a vote of 31 to 15.

Article b, section 3, part third, G. L. By-Laws, provides

—

*' That when any Mason, after due trial, shall be found guilty of unmasonic con

duct, punishment s/ia// follow, which s/ia// be proportionate to the offense."

Your committee are fully of the opinion that Prairie Lodge No. 77 are censurable

for a violation of the by-laws of this Grand Lodge, as clearly set forth in the above

section.

VVe therefore recommend that A. G. Connelly (the accused) be indefinitely

suspended, during the pleasure of said Lodge.
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No.

P. Morrison,
vs.

Maquon Lodge No. 530.

This is one of those legal cases growing out of business transactions, which clearly

come under sec. 2, art. 3, part 3d, G. L. By-Laws, which the Lodge refused to take

action on, under sec. i, art. 4, part 3, from which action Bro. MORRISON takes an

appeal.

After a careful examination of charges and evidence in this case, we are fully

of the opinion that Maquon Lodge acted wisely in dismissing the case, and recom-

mend that the action of the Lodge be approved.

No. 6.

C. K. Hendee,
vs.

LaClede Lodge No. 601.

D. W. Johnson was found guilty of unmasonic conduct by LaClede Lodge, and

indefinitely suspended.

Bro. C. K. Hendee appeals from the action of said lodge, on the ground that the

penalty was inadequate for the crime charged.

Your committee are of the opinion that the finding of the lodge was correct, and

recommend that the action of the lodge be sustained and appeal dismissed.

No. 7.

S. F. Clapp
vs.

Black Hawk Lodge No. 238.

This is an appeal taken by S. F. Clapp from the action of Black Hawk Lodge,

from which he was indefinitely suspended.

The records and accompanying papers in this case are quite voluminous. The

records show that the evidence was taken before a committee.

The appellant sets forth, in his grounds for appeal, that there was great injustice

done him by said committee in failing to meet at the appointed time ; in refusing

him to testify, or introduce witnesses to prove the assertions on which the charges

were based. Also, in the manner in which the votes were taken, and reconsidera-

tion had. The records also fail to show how many votes were cast, or how many for

guilty, or not guilty—which your committee are of the opinion should always appear

on the records—together with the full vote on the nature of punishment.

The evidence in this case fully sustains the charge of unmasonic conduct. But

after a careful consideration of this case, and for the reasons above set forth, we
recommend that the action of the lodge be set aside, and the case remanded for

new trial.
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No. 8.

Stephen Safford,
vs.

Paris Lodge No. 268.

This appeal is taken by Stephen Safford from the action of Paris Lodge No.

368, from which he was expelled for adultery.

Your committee have examined this case with great care, and find that the pro-

ceedings of the lodge have been regular. Yet, from the nature of the evidence,

and surrounding circumstances, we are of the opinion that the sentence should be

modified—from expulsion to suspension—and so recommend.

(In justice to R. W. Bro. Dyas, a member of Paris Lodge, your committee would

say that he, as a member of this committee, withdrew, and had no participation in

considering this case.)

No. 9.

A. W. Power,
vs.

Farina Lodge No. 671.

This is really a double appeal. M. Butts preferred charges against A. W.
Power, both members of Farina Lodge, on two specifications :

1st. For falsely accusing a brother.

2d. For gambling.

The lodge failed to find the accused guilty on the first specification, from which

the plaintiff appeals.

On the second specification the accused was found guilty, and sentence of repri-

mand passed, from which the defendant appeals.

Your committee fully concur in the action of Farina Lodge, and recommend that

its action be sustained, and that the W. M. cause the said Power to be summoned to

appear at the next stated meeting after receiving notice of the action of this Grand

Lodge, and inflict the punishment.

No. 10.

John R. Lukens,
vs.

Metropolis Lodge No. 91.

John R. Lukens appeals from the action of Metropolis Lodge, from which he

was expelled.

The charges in this case are based principally on business transactions of a finan-

cial nature, which should have been determined by the court where the case was

then pending.



38 PROCEEDINGS OF THE [Oct.

If the accused was guilty of obtaining goods under false promises, or told willful

falsehoods, thereby wronging and defrauding a brother as set forth in the charges,

the accuser has failed to show by the testimony that such were the facts in this case,

or that fraud was even intended.

Your committee recommend that the action of Metropolis Lodge be set asiile, and

that John R. Lltkens be restored to all the rights and benefits in said lodge.

Your committee desire to add, that nearly one-half of the cases which have here-

tofore come before this Grand Lodge on appeals have been of this character, which

have engendered bad feelings among the members where the charges originated,

especially when set aside by this grand body. And'we are gratified to report that

but three Cases of this character have been presented to your committee this year,

one of which, after hearing the evidence, the lodge dismissed for want of jurisdiction

We can only attribute this to our present excellent code of by-laws, which arc

beginning to be understood by the constituent lodges throughout this jurisdiction,

which has already reduced our appeal cases from 21 last year to II this.

Brethren, what a gratifying result I

No. 11.

H. A. HUGGENS,
vs.

Manchester Lodge No. 229.

This is an appeal brought by H. A. Huggens, who was indefinitely suspended

from Manchester Lodge.

There is no evidence that the testimony of witnesses not Masons was taken under

oath, and as this is important in this case, your committee recommend that the action

of the lodge be set aside, and the case remanded for new trial.

H. W. HUBBARD,
]

MILES H. WILMOT,
|

JOSEPH E. DYAS, \- Cumtnittee.

H. F. HOLCOMB,
|

DANIEL M. BROWNING, J

The several recommendations of the committee having been

concurred in, the report was adopted.

SPECIAL ORDER—Election of Officers.

Tile hour for the special order having arrived, the Grand Lodge

proceeded to the election of officers. The Acting Grand Master

appointed the follow^ing named brethren as

TEi-LEKS.

R. W. Brethren L. L. Munn, D.J. Avery,' John L. McCul-

LOUGH, Wm. H. Eastman. W. Brethren Geo. W. Cyrus, F.
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H. Ferguson, Chas. F. Tennev, ). G. Marston am} Bro.

Thos. J. Mackov.

The tellers having severally collected and counted the ballots,

reported that the following named brethren had received a major-

ity of all the votes cast

:

For Grand Master R. W. Joseph Robbtns.

For Deputy Grand Master R. W. Wm.
J. A. DeLancey.

For Senior Grand Warden R. W. ?Ienrv E. Hamtlton.

For Junior Grand Warden R. W. Wm. H. Scott.

For Grand Treasurer R. W. Archibald A. Gienn.

For Grand Secretary R. W. John F. BuRRllL.

Whereupon thev were declared duly elected officers of this

Grand Lodge for the ensuing Masonic year, and tmtil their suc-

cessors should be duly elected and installed.

REPORT OF GRAND SECRETARY.

The Grand Secretary su'rjmitted his annual report, which was

received; and, upon motion, so much of it as referred to finances

•was referred to the Committee on Finance, and so much as relates

to other matters, to the Committee on Grand Master's Report,

To the M. W. Grand Lfldne A. F. &^ A. M. of the State of niinois :

In accordance with the requirements of Art. f>, Grand Lodge ByT/aws, I submit

herewith a report of the business of my office during the year:

Immediately after the close of Grand I/odge, in October last, 1 furnished to the

printers the copy for the proceedings, intending to have them in the hands of the

lodges before their annual communications in December, but circumstances beyond

my control delayed their issue until January.

I have during the year examined the returns of all the lodges, as made to the

Grand Lodge at its last session, comparing them with the returns of the previous

year. Owing to the change in the Grand Lodge By-Laws, requiring lodges to pay

dues on all their members, regardless of residence or age, the errors .were numerous,

and required the writing of innumerable letters. Many of the secretaries responded

promptly, in many instances explaining satisfactorily the cause of the errors, in

others promptly remitting the amount necessary to a proper adjustment of their dues.

The following lodges still stand charged with various amounts, as follows :
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112

122

123

152
226

339

NAME OF LODGE.

Bureau
Mound .

Greenup
Marshall

Fidelity

Pana
Onarga
Saline .

AMOUNT.

5i2 75 405

435
436
483
562

507
636

637

NAME OF Lodge.

Ramsey . .

Neponset .

Philo . . .

Belle City .

Villa Ridge
Manteno .

Peotone . .

Burlington

AMOUNT.

? 75
I 50
8 25

1 SO
I 50

3 75

75
3 00

By order of the Grand Master, commissions have been issued to the following

well known brethren, as representatives of this Grand Lodge near the Grand

Lodges of their respective States and Provinces : John H. Brown, Kansas
; John

W. WooDHULL, Wisconsin, H. R. Howard, West Virginia ; Samuel L. Bedson,

Manitoba, and Geo. D. McLellan, Canada.

The following lodges have surrendered their charters during the year : Isaac

Underbill No. 375, Ash Grove No. 376, Coleta No. 640, and Lodi No. 594.

Some of the members of Ash Grove Lodge asked for Grand Lodge dimits, in

order that they might unite with other lodges, but as the lodge had not paid Grand

Lodge dues for several years, I declined to issue dimits until they had paid all

arrearages of Grand Lodge dues up to the time of the surrender of the charter,

believing that they should pay Grand Lodge dues so long as they retained the

charter in their possession.

The members of Monroe Lodge No. 28, which surrendered its charter in 1875,

also applied for dimits, but as the books of the lodge showed that they owed lodge

dues for five years and upwards, I declined to issue dimits until their dues were

paid. They refused to pay ; claiming that they were not liable for dues while the

lodge was in a dormant condition. I agreed to bring the matter before the Grand

Lodge for its consideration. I am informed that it will be impossible for many of

the members to pay these dues without material injury to themselves and families.

R. W. Bro. James Douglas, D. D. G. M. 27th Distriet, in settling the affairs of

the lodge, found everything in great confusion. In a letter to me of date Sept. 21st,

he says :

Enclosed please find a few notes, receipts and other documents which I received

from Bro. Henry C. Talbott, last W. M. of the late Monroe Lodge No. 28, as

per authority of the Grand Master of the i ith March last

:

J. W. Drury and H. C. Talbott $221 20
C. Crocker 12 45
John A. Reid '9 45
E. Struebig 11 10

A. J. Holcomb . 10 60
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John Hohnstein 18 00

C. Goethe 9 25

C. W. Meyer 21 00
A. Kumpf 81 00

It appears that Bro. Drury is entitled to a credit of about j^ijo paid at different

times for Grand Lodge dues and burial expenses. And about the 2d of June last he
paid Bro. KuMPF ^^83 50, which leaves a balance still due of $J 70 and interest from

date of the note. The interest he refuses to pay.

Bro. Crocker is dead. Presented the note for probate, and the administrator

would not allow it, I understand on account of the interest.

Bro. Reid says he don't owe the lodge one cent, and wont pay anything.

Bro. Struebigs rather doubtful, and not disposed to pay anything.

Bro. HoLCOMB determined not to pay any if he can avoid it. Called at his house
three different times, which is four miles from Waterloo, but always failed to find

him at his home ; also wrote him several times regarding it, but got no reply.

Bro. Hohnstein is a poor laboring man, working anywhere around for a

living, but could not get in convenient reach of him.

Bro. Goethe has not been in Monroe county for some years, and could find out

nothing about him only that the note is worthless.

Bro. Meyer dead, left nothing.

Bro. Kumpf safe under the circumstances. After I had made three trips to

Waterloo I met the Grand Master in Cairo, as I went for the purpose of letting him
know the prospects for getting the matter settled up, and he was rather in favor of

letting them off by paying the principal and five per cent, interest instead of ten.

This Bro. Drury objects to, also.

I disposed of the old hall furniture to Bro. KuMPF, the owner of the building, for

the sum of twenty-five dollars, which is credited on his account enclosed. I also

took charge of their old charter and Bible, which are subject to your order.** * ** ****
The notes are submitted herewith. The jewels and regalia of the lodge are now

in my custody.

Grand Detour Lodge No. 338 has failed to make returns or p«y Grand Lodge

dues for two years.

At its last session the Grand Lodge appropriated ^5°° ^^^ ^^^ purpose of buying

a safe and furniture for the Grand Secretary's office. I have procured a very good

safe and furnished the office very comfortably, using of the appropriation $458 40,

vouchers for which have been submitted to the Auditing Committee, and approved

by them, and a warrant drawn on the Grand Treasurer /ro tem. for the amount.

Orders have been drawn on the Grand Treasurer during and since the last grand

annual communication as follows :
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LIST OF ORDERS DRAWN ON THE GRAND TREASURER AT AND
SINCE THE LAST GRAND ANNUAL COMMUNICATION,

TO WHOM, AND FOR WHAT PURPOSE.

For Mileage and Per Diem of Officers, Committees and Representatives

in attendance at last Communication
Geo. E. Lounsbury, incidental expenses as G. M
John P. Ferns, expenses and services as G. Tyler

James P. Dalton, charter cases

DeLang & Osterlind, stationery

G. W. Davis, D. D. G. M. 22d District, for expenses

J. S. Daniels, traveling expenses

Louis Zeigler, traveling expenses

A. A. Glenn, extra services

Patterson & Co., stationery ,

John M. Pearson, extra services on committee ,

O. H. Miner, extra services on committee
B. F. Chase, card signs ,

Sprihgfield Printing Co., printing foreign correspondence

John F. Burrill, office expenses

John Conners, Janitor of hall

P. Bird Price, Assisting Grand Secretary

F. Hudson, Jr., Deputy Grand Secretary

John Middleton, building partition in hall

R. S. & W. G. McCormick, rent of hall

C. Shober & Co., printing Grand Officers' certificates

W. J. A. DeLancey, traveling expenses

A. C. Shadle, M. & P. D. 1874
Jno. D. Crabtree, traveling expenses

Jno. M. Pearson, traveling expenses

Jos. Robbins, committee on correspondence

S. W. Waddle, extra services

Occidental Lodge No. 40, dues remitted

Chas. Shober & Co., printing charters

Wm. L. Tomline, music at opening of G. L
D. & J. B. Brown, paper for proceedings

D. & J. B. Brown, printing proceedings

M. D. Chamberlain, services and mileage as G. Examiner
M. D. Chamberlain, services and mileage as G. Examiner

J. H. Fawcett, services and mileage as G. Examiner
A. T. Darrah, services and mileage as G. Examiner
F. Hudson, Jr., printing blank returns

John F. Burrill, appropriation for furnishing office

New Columbia Lodge No. 336, dues refunded by order of Grand Lodge
Geo. E. Lounsbury, salary as Grand Master

John F. Burrill, salary as Grand Secretary

A. A. Glenn, salary as Grand Treasurer

SSi6,558 60
3«2 35
190 80

6 50
I GO

22 20
ID 00

9 GO
12 50
34 08
10 00
ID GO
2 25

912 72

925 34
10 GO
25 00
25 GO
28 26

350 CO
57 50
12 50
16 50
4 GO

4 75
500 GO
25 GO
117 GO
67 50
24 80

456 GO

483 90
159 90
24 GO
167 70
221 OG

95 OG

458 40

34 50
1,500 GO
2,500 00
400 GO

Total >855 55

I have received during the year the following amounts, for which I hold the

Acting Grand Treasurer's receipt. Fraternally submitted,

JOHN F. BURRILL, Grand Secretary.
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GRAND SECRETARY'S ACCOUNT.

John F. Burrill, Grand Secretary, in account with

The M. W. Grand Lodge of Illinois.

DR.

LODGE DUES FOR THE YEAR 1876.

Bodley
Equality
Harmony . .

.

Springfield .

.

Friendship..
Macon
Rushville. ..

St. John's...
Warren
Peoria
Temperance
Macomb —
Clinton
Hancock
Caas
St. Clair ....

Franklin
Hiram
Piasa
Pekin
Mt. Vernon .

Oriental
Barry .

Charleston ..

Kavanaugh..
Monmouth..
Olive Branch
Herman . .

.

Occidental ..

Blooraington
Hardin
Griggsville..
Temple
Unity
Cambridge .

.

Carrollton ..

Mt. Moriah..
Benevolent..
Jackson
Reclamation
Washington.
Pittsfleld ...

Trio
Fraternal . .

.

New Boston.
Belvidere. ..

Lacon
St. Marks
Benton
Euclid

1

2
3
4
1

8
9

18
14
15
16
17
19
20
23
24
25
26
27
29
31
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
43
44
45
46
43
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
63
64
65

$76 50
19 50
78 75
84 00
94 50
103 50
48 75
58 50
27 00
138 75
51 00
59 25
95 25
51 75
49 50
66 00
60 50
22 50
90 75
39 00
54 00

214 50
62 25
.52 50
39 00

69 75
no 25
50 25
113 25
150 00

90 75
48 00
94 50
82 35
48 75
78 00
75 00
44 25
50 25
42 00
37 50
70 50

133 50
60 00
59 25
74 25
27 00

91 50
56 25
51 00

Knoxville 66

Acacia 67

Naples
1

68

Eureka
I

69

Social
!

70

Central 1
71

Chester
Rockton
Roscoe
Mt. Nebo
Prairie
Waukegan
Scott.
Whitehall
Vitruvius
Metamora
DeWitt
TVIitctKll

Kaskaskia
Mt. Pulaski
Havana
Fellowship
Jerusalem Temple.
Metropolis
Stewart
Toulon
Perry . .

Samuel H. Davis...
Excelsior
Taylor
Edwardsville
Astoria
Rockford
Magnolia
Lewistown
Winchester
Lancaster
Versailles
Trenton
Lebanon
J'lnesboro
Bureau
Robert Burns
Marcelline
Rising Sun
Vermont
Elgin
Waverly
Henry
Mound

90
91
92
93
95
96
97
98
99

100
102
103
104
105
106
108
109
110
111
112
113
114
115
116
117
118
119
122

$51 75
63 00
28 50
30 00
33 00
57 75
57 00
39 00

60 75
60 00

83 25
92 25
30 00

74 25
27 75
21 75

84 75

33 00
59 25

51 00

40 50
72 00

171 00

56 25

46 50
48 00
51 75

19 50

77 25
39 75
65 25
48 75
181 25
39 75

46 50

52 50
29 25

31 75
46 50
56 25
37 50
83 25
89 75
29 35
21 50
54 75
74 25

45 75
23 25
80 25
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LODGE DUES FOR THE YEAR 1876

—

Continued.

LODGE.
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LODGE DUES FOR THE YEAR 1 876

—

Continued.

Levi Lnsk
Blancy
Carmi
Miners
Byron
Milton
Accordia
Jo Daviess
Ncoga
Kansas
Brooklyn
Meteor ,

Catlin
Plymouth
Gtnoa
Wataga ,

Chenoa
Prophetstown .

Poniiac ,

Dills
Quincy
Benjamin
Waconila
Mechanicsburg.
Hanover
Cortland
Diirand
Raven
Cement
W. G. Ifobbs....
T. J. Pickett ...

Ashlar
Harvard
Dearborn
Kilwinning
Ionic
York ^
Palatine
Erwin
J. L. Anderson
Doric
Malta
Dnnlap ....

Windsor
Orient
Ilarrisburg
Iniliistry

Grafton
Altona
Mt. Erie
Tiiscola
Tyrian
Sunjner
Schiller
New Columbia..
Oneida . .

Saline
Kedron
Full Moon
Summerfleld ....

Wenona
MilledgeTille ...

N. D. Morse
Sidney
Ruesellville

270
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LODGE DUES FOR THE YEAR 1876

—

Continued.

Oregon
,

Wajiliburn
Landmark
Lanark
Exeter
Kaneville
ScoUville
Red Bud
Chebanse
Kendrick
Summit
Murrayville

,

Annawaa
Makanda ....

Neponset
,

Philo
Chicago

,

Luce
,

Gamargo ,

Sparland
,

Casey
,

Hampshire
Cave-in-Rock
Chesterfleld
Watseka
S. D. Monroe
Yates City
Mendon
Loami
Bromwell
Grant
New Hartford
Maroa
Irving
Nokomis
Moscow
Blazing Star
Butler
Jeffersonville
Tremont
Denver
Huntsville
South Macon
Cheney's Grove
McLean
Rantoul
Kendall
Amity
Gordon
Columbia
Walshville
New Rutland
Pleiades
Wyoming
Logan
Momence
Lexington
Belle City
Edgewood
Oskaloosa
Bowen
Andrew Jackson . .

.

Clay City
Shannon
Martin
Libertyville

420
421
422
423
424
425
426
42T
429
430
431
4:52

433
434
435
436
437
439
440
441
442
443
444
445
446
44T
448
449
450
451
452
453
454
455
456
457
46S
459
460
462
464
4&5
467
468
469
470
471
472
473
474
475
477
478
479
480
481
432
483
484
483
486
487
488
490
491
492

$44 25
21 75
77 25
45 50
24 00
21 00
35 25
24 75
33 75
33 00
33 75
33 75
27 75
52 50
22 50
42 75
131 25
50 25
45 75
30 75
83 00
22 50
27 on
32 25
47 25
27 no
51 75
42 00
42 00
49 50
26 25
21 75
60 75
33 75
37 50
27 75
36 75
24 00
21 no
18 75
30 (lO

43 50
65 25
46 50
21 00
32 25
24 75
43 50
23 25
32 25
27 75
24 75

172 50
62 25
54 75
45 00
43 50
5 45
24 00
14 25
21 00
83 00
32 25
25 50
37 50
88 25

Tower mU
Bath
Stone Fort
Tennessee
Alma
Murphvsboro
Saint Paul
Stark
WoodhuU
Odin
East St. Louis. .. .

Meridian Sun
O. H Miner
Home
Parkersburg
J D. Moody
Clintonville
Wa'le- Rarney. .. .

Cold Spring
Bradford
Demi'nt
Andalii-<ia.
Litchlield
Abr.ih.im Lincoln
Roseville
Anna
Illiopolis
Monitor
Chatham
Evans
Delia
Covenant
Rossville
Minooka
Adams
Maquon
Ashton
Seneca
Altamont..
Cuba
Sherman
Plainfleld
J. R. Goria
Lockport
Chatsworth
Harlem
Sigel
Cordova
Valley
Apple River
Sharon

NO. DDES.

493
494
495
496
497
49S
500
501
502
503
504
505
506
508
509
510
511
512
513
514
515
516
517
518
519
520
.'^21

522
523
524
525
526
527
528
529
530
531
532
533
534
535
536
537
538
539
540
541
543
547
548
550

Darwin
j

551
|

An cona • 552
Kyle 553 !

Plum River 554
Humboldt 555
Dawson 556
Leasing 557
Leland 568
Thomson .'i59

Madison
Trinity
Villa Ridge. .

Hamilton
Winslow
Pleasant Hill.

560
561
562
563
564
565

$24 75
33 75
45 75
85 25
38 25
46 75
27 00
22 75
89 75
39 75
49 50
42 00
30 75

161 25
23 25
34 50
24 00
91 50
19 60
47 25
41 25
15 75
45 00
39 75
37 50
27 75
27 00
81 00
39 75
75 75
24 75

163 73
27 00
31 50
21 00
47 25
27 00
34 50
43 50
34 50
33 25
41 25
37 50
51 75
30 00
42 00
16 50
18 00
25 50
33 00
30 00
18 00
20 25
83 75
36 75
26 75
38 25
54 00
23 25
32 25
44 25
56 25
20 25
27 75
29 25
41 25
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LODGE DUES FOR THE YEAK 1S76

—

Continued.

Albany
Frankl'ort. . .

Jacksonville ,

Bardolph

—

Gardner
Pera
Capron ,

O'Fallon
Viola
Prairie City .

Elbridge
Hazel Dell ...

Dongola
Shirley
Highland. .

Vesper
Fisher
Princeton. ..

.

Troy
Elwood
Gi)man
Fieldon
Miles Hart
National
Lostant
Fowler
Cerro Gordo .

Laclede
Watson
Clark
Hebron
Allen
Streator
Piper
Sheldon
Union Park..

.

Lincoln Park.
Rock River..

.

Patoka
Forrest
Wadley
Milan
Basco
New Hope ...
Venice..
Hopedale
Locust
Dubois..
Union
Old Time
Tuscan
Norton

,

Ridge Farm .

.

E. F. W. Ellis
Buckley
Rochester.
Peotone
Keystone. . .

.

Comet
Apollo
D. C. Cregier.,
Oblong City .

.

San Jose
,

Somonauk .. .,

Blueville
Camden

566
.56-

blO
572
573
674
575
576
577
578
579
5S0
SSI

582
583
584
585
587
588
589
591
592
595
596
597
599
600
601
602
60.3

604
605
607

610
611
612
613
614
616
617
618
620
621
622
623
624
627
629
630
681
682
633
684
635
636
639
641
642
643
644
645
646
647
648

$38 00
47 25
78 75
36 75
45 00
26 25
86 75
39 75
34 50
89 00
.39 00
81 50
18 75
27 00
27 75
68 25
28 50
42 75
28 50
21 00
28 25
36 no

38 25
96 00
23 25
15 75
35 25
20 25
15 00
32 25
32 25
27 00
85 50
33 00
35 25
74 25
66 00
88 50
86 75
27 75
19 50
27 75
26 25
48 75
14 25
25 50
25 50
15 75
22 50
28 50
24 00
80 00
24 75
85 50
60 25
18 75
30 75
52 50
38 75

182 00
77 25
80 75
20 25
32 25
27 00
51 00

Hinsdale
Irvington
Centre Star
Polar Star
Greenview
Woodlord
Yorktown
Mozart
Lafayette ,

Lambert
Gnind Chain
Bethesda
South Park
Phenix
Mayo
Greenland
Crawlbrd
Erie
Burnt Prairie. ..

Herder
Fillmore
Farina
Eddyville
Normal
Waldeck
Pawnee
A.O.Fay
Enlield
.Sheffield
Illinois City —
Clement
Morrisonville . ..

Blue Mound
Galatia
Rio
D. A. Cashman .

Orangeville
Clilton
Advance
Englewood
lola
Raymond
Herrin's Prairie
Centre
Shi loh Hill
Belle Rive
Richard Cole
Hutton
Pleasant Plains.
Temple Hill ....

Alexandria
St. Andrews —
Braidwood
Ewing
Joppa
Circle
Star
Farmer City
Providence
Collinsville
Johnsonville
Newtown
Elvaston
Calumet
Lumberman's ..

May

649
650
651
652
653
664
655

656
657
659
660
661
662
663
664
665
666
667
668
669
670
671
672
673
674
675
676
677
678
670
680
681
682
684
6S5
686
6S7
688
689
690
691
692
693
694
695
696
697
698
700
701
702
703
704
705
706
707
709
710
711
712
718
714
715
716
717
718
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LODGE DUES FOR THE YEAR 1 876

—

Continued.

LODGE.
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t.ODGE DUES FOR THE YEAR 1875

—

Continued.

Russellville 348
Fairview 350
A.ik and Anchor > 354
Orion ... 358
Horeb 3G3
Middle'on 310
Youngstown 387
U. G. Reynolds 895
Pacific... * 400
Odell 401
Miison City i 403
T. J. Turner 409
Pttxton

;
416

Marseilles
I

417
Lanark 423
Kendrick 480
Snminit ! 431
Yates City 448
Uromwell 451
Belle City : 483
Cooper 4S9
Miirphysboro I 498
O. II. Miner 506
Cold Spring 1 513
Bradlord 514
Anna ...

i 520
Monitor 522
Kvans 524
Adams 529
Lockport 538
Sigel 541
Towanda 542
Sharon 550
Leland 558
Thomson 559
Hamilton

j

568
Klbridge 1 579
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RECOMMENDATION—From Finance Committee.

The followini:; lecommendation of the Finance Committee was

read and adopted :

7> the M. W. Grnu'i Lndgf A. F. &" A. M. of the State of Illinois :

Your Committee on Finance, to whom the matter has been referred, would re-

commend that the Committees in attendance on this Grand Communication be

allowed a com.pensation of three dollars per day in addition to the constitutional

amount.

TOHN C. SMITH,]
E. C. SELLECK, [ Committee

H. C. CLARK, )

REPORT— Of Acting Grand Treasurer.

R, W. Bvo. Glenn, A. G. T., submitted the following report;

which was received and referred to the Finance Cominittee:

A. A. Glenn, Arting Grand Treasurer, in account -vith

Thf Grand Lodge of Illinois.

Dr.

To am.ount received of Grand .=^ecretary Oct. 6, 1S75 $28,005 99

Cr.

By amount paid Grand Representatives for 1875 Si3,949 60

By am.ount for 1874 6 cx)

By miscellaneous orders paid 2,743 40

By special orders paid 9'229 25

By order on Gr. Ch. fund 500 00

$26,228 25

Balance $ii777 74

Of the above amount, S600 are in notes rei eived of H. \V. Bigelow Lodge

No. 438.
A. A. GLENN, Grand Treasurer, pro. tem.

RESOLUTION—Numbers of Orders and Lodges to Correspond.

R. \V. Bro. E. Cook, (271) offered the following resolution;

which was adopted

:

Resolved. That the Mileage and Per Diem Committees of the Grand Lodge be

and are hereby instructed to make all orders to representatives correspond in number

to the number of the Lodge represented ; and that the reports of the Grand Secre-

tary and Grand Treasurer be so made as to show to whom, and for what purpose, all
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other orders are issued, as well as tlie luauher i)f said orders, and tur what year

drawn.

CALLED OFF.

At 12 o'clock M. the Grand Lodge was called from labor to

refreshment.

SECOND DAY -AFTERNOON SESSION.

Wednesday, Oct, 4, 5876, (

Two o'clock p. m.
)

The acting Grand Master called the Grand Lodge to labor.

Prayer by the R. W. Grand Chaplain.

RESOLUTION—To remit dues of Cass Lodge No. 2:.

M.W. Bro. Hawle^- offered the following re.solutiun, which

was referred to the Committee on Charity :

Whereas, The Hall occuiiied by Cass Lodge No. 23, was on Ihe — day of

March, A. D. 1876, destroyed by hre ; and

Whereas, Said lodge thereby sustained a loss of their furniture and clothinji
;

therefore,

Resolvnd, That the Grand Lodge dues of said lodge for the year 1876 be

remitted.

REPORT—Committee on Masonic Correspondence.

R. W. Bro. T. T. Gurnev, submitted his report as Cuminittee

on Masonic Correspondence; which was received and ordered to

be printed with the proceedings. (See appendix.)

SPECIAL ORDER— Report of Committee on Widows and Orphans'

Home.

R. W. Bro. Scott offered a substitute for the report of the

Committee on Widows and Orphans' Home, and moved that ;t b--

laid over for one year, and be published in the proceedino-s.
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R. W. Bro. MuNN moved to amend by referring it to the sub-

ordinate lodges, and the lodges be instructed to act upon it at

their stated meeetings in December, and report their action to

the Grand Secretary.

The amendment prevailed, and it was so ordered.

The following is the substitute:

Be it resolved by the Grand Lodge of Illhiois, A. F. and A. M., in Annual Com-

munication assembled:—
1st. That we regard the establishment and maintenance of a Home for worthy

indigent Master Masons, and for the widows and orphans of Masons, as a high priv-

ilege and a sacred duty ; and that we hereby pledge the hearty sympathy and the

substantial aid of the Grand Lodge and its constituent lodges, to found and support

an enterprise so commendable, so fully in accord with the spirit of Freemasonry, and

so essentially a tangible exemplification of Charity, the chief corner-stone of our

Institution.

2nd. That said Home shall be under the management of a Board of Trustees^

consisting of eleven Master Masons, members of constituent lodges, under the

jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of Illinois—five of whom shall be, ex -officio, viz.,

the Grand Master, Deputy Grand Master, Senior Grand Warden, Junior Grand War-

den, and Grand Treasurer of the Grand Lodge during their term of office, and the

remaining six members of said Board to be elected by the Grand Lodge at this

annual Communication. The said six members of said Board of Trustees, shall as

soon as practicable after their election, divide themselves, by lot, into three classes

of two each : one class to hold office one year, another two years, and the other

three years; and there shall be elected by the Grand Lodge, annually, subsequent

to the first election, two members of said Board to hold office three years ; but nei-

ther of the exofficio members of said Board of Trustees shall be eligible to any office

in said Board.

3rd. That the Grand Lodge hereby appropriates the sum of $5,000 to said Home,

to be paid to the Treasurer of the Board of Trustees, upon the organization of such

body as herein provided.

4th. That the Grand Lodge, pursuant to its Constitution, hereby levies additional

dues on the constituent lodges of $3.00 for each mitiation, and twenty five cents

per annum for each member of said constituent lodges, as a building fund, and for

the maintenance of said Home—said moneys to be remitted to the Grand Secretary

with the annual returns of each lodge, and to be paid over by the Grand Secretary

to the Treasurer of said Board on or before the first day of November of each year,

and any neglect or failure on the part of any lodge to pay over to the Grand Secre-

tary the moneys as herein required, shall subject said delinquent lodge to the same

penalty as is prescribed in Grand Lodge By-Laws for a failure to pay annual dues.
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5th. That said Board of Trustees shall be governed by a code of by-laws, and

shall make such rules and regulations as they may deem proper, subject however to

the approval and direction of the Grand Lodge in regular Grand Communication.

6th. That said Board of Trustees shall make a full, detailed report of all their

doings, at each annual Communication of the Grand Lodge, and that no site shall be

selected, plans adopted, nor money expended, except by concurrent vote of a major-

ity of all the Trustees ; but for the transaction of general business a majority of the

Board shall constitute a quorum.

7th. That the Board of Trustees shall have power to solicit and receive dona-

tions and contributions for the Home, and all contributions or donations of $500 or

over from any person, shall entitle the donor to an Honorary Membership in the

Board of Trustees, and a suitable certificate thereof, with the privilege of meeting

with the Board and participating in debate upon any question, but shall 7iot entitle

such donor to vote upon any question before the Board.

8th. That in case of death, removal or other disability, masonic or otherwise, of

a member of the Board, the vacancy shall be filled by appointment by the Grand

Master—such appointee to serve until the next meeting of the Grand Lodge, when

the unexpired term shall be filled by election.

A failure on the part of any Trustee, who had been duly notified, to attend two

consecutive meetings of the Board of Trustees, regularly called—unless detained by

sickness or other unavoidable cause, shall be sufficient ground for his removal by the

Grand Master.

9th. That the proper masonic authorities shall at all times, when called upon by

the Board of Trustees, enforce the law made for the objects herein provided, and

shall otherwise aid in carrying out the instructions of the Grand Lodge, which may
from time to time be made for the Home.

loth. That the site of a Home for the purpose herein referred to, shall be a farm

of not less than eighty (80) nor more than one hundred and sixty (160) acres of land;

the title to which shall be vested in the Grand Lodge of Illinois, A. F. & A. M.

nth. That the Trustees are hereby instructed not to make any contracts, or make
any expenditure of money, beyond that necessary for a proper organization of the

Board, until they shall have in their treasury at least ^20,000.

1 2th. That in selecting a site for the Home, regard shall be had to healthfulness

and accessibility, in preference to the amount that any city or village will donate for

its location, and that no bid for the site of the Home shall be considered from any

city or town which shall not previously have been designated by the Board of Trus-

tees as a suitable part of the State for the Home.

13th. That the Board of Trustees shall be entitled to the payment of traveling

or other necessary expenses, while in the actual discharge of duties connected with,

or in behalf of the Home—when directed to these duties by the Board—but shall not

be entitled to, or be paid any per diem, or any other salary whatsoever : Provided,

that the duly elected Secretary of the Board of Trustees may be paid for his services
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such an amount as may be fixed by the Board. The Treasurer and Secretary of the

Board shall give bonds for such sums as the Trustees may determine upon.

REPORT—Committee on Petitions.

W. Bro. Whitehead submitted the report of the Committee

on Petitions, which was received and adopted:

To the M. W. Grand Lodge A. F. Ss' A. M. of the State of Illinois :

Your Committee on Petitions would fraternally report as follows :

1. Petition of L. C. Barker, expelled by Herrick Lodge No. 193, April 20th,

1872, for restoration.

The petition being recommended by the Lodge expelling, your committee recom-

mend that the prayer of the petition be granted, and that L. C. Barker be re-

stored to all the rights and privileges of Masonry.

2. Petition of Bowen Lodge No. 486, for the restoration of John S. Dee,

expelled by said lodge in 1868.

Your committee recommend that the prayer of the petition be granted, and that

John S. Dee be restored to all the rights and privileges of Masonry.

3. Petition of Wethersfield Lodge No. 159, to change the name of the Lodge

from Wethersfield Lodge No. 159 to Kewanee Lodge No. 159.

As this change appears from the papers submitted to your committee to be the

unanimous desire of the lodge, your committee recommend that the prayer of the

petition be granted.

4. Petition of Francis M. Long, expelled by Jeffersonville Lodge No. 460,

Aug. 5th, 1874, for restoration.

As all of the requirements of the by-laws have been complied with, your com-

mittee recommend that Francis M. Long be restored to all the rights and privileges

of Masonry.

5. Petition of Clinton Lodge No. 19, for the restoration of Charles T. Lewis,

expelled by said lodge Aug. 26, 187 1.

Your committee recommend that the prayer of the petition be granted, and that

Charles T. Lewis be restored to all the rights and privileges of Masonry.

6. Petition of Charles Wear, expelled by Charter C)ak Lodge No. 236, June

2ist, 1S71.

The recommendation of the lodge expelling certifies that it is the unanimous

wish of the lodge, but as the seal of the lodge is not attached, your committee

would recommend that the petition be referred to the Grand Master, with power to

act when section 4, article 10, part 3d of the by-laws, has been complied with.

7. Petition of J. W. Marsh, expelled by Bodley Lodge No. i, April, 1870, for

restoration.

The recommendation of the lodge expelling, not bearing the seal of the lodge,
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your committee recommend that the petition be referred to the Grand Master, with

power to act when the by-laws have been complied with.

8. Petition of J. R. Laine, expelled by Isaac Underbill Lodge No. 375, April,

187 1, for restoration.

Isaac Underbill Lodge being dormant, the petitioner cannot obtain its recommen-

dation ; but as section 4, article 10, part 3d of the by-laws provides that in such

cases the petition may be made direct to the Grand Lodge, and as the petition is

signed by the Grand Master and Past Grand Master of Nebraska, the W; M., officers

and a large number of the members of the lodge under whose jurisdiction the peti-

tioner resides, and by the brother who preferred the complaint under which the

petitioner was expelled, your committee would recommend that J. R. Laine be re-

stored to all the rights and privileges of Masonry.

9. Petition of C. Ohm, expelled by Accordia I^odge No. 277, for restoration.

As the petition is accompanied by the recommendation of the lodge expelling,

your committee recommend that C. (Him be restored to all the rights and privileges

of Masonry.

10. Petition of John A. Richards, of Marcelline Lodge No. 114, indefinitely

suspended by this Grand Lodge during the session of 1875, '^'"' restoration.

On examination your committee find that chasges were preferred against the peti-

tioner in Marcelline Lodge ; that the lodge found him not guilty ; that an appeal

was taken to the Grand Lodge, the appeal sustained, and the petitioner indefinitely

suspended during the pleasure of the Grand Lodge. The petition is signed by 23 of

the 27 resident members of the lodge, including the brother who appealed from the

decision of the lodge. Your committee therefore recommend that John A. Richards

be restored to all the rights and privileges of Masonry.

11. Petition of Waverly Lodge No. 118, for the restoration of A. C. Benadict,

an expelled Mason.

Waverly Lodge sends, under the seal of the lodge, a certificate that on July 2d,

1875, ^ ballot was had recommending A. C. Benadict for re-instatement—two-

thirds in favor. But there is no petition from either the Lodge or A. C. Benadict,

nor is there any information as to what Lodge expelled him ; hut as this petition

should have been before the Grand Lodge in 1875, having been lost or mislaid

while in transit, and as a failure to act at this session will leave the expelled brother

outside the fraternity for another year, your committee would recommend that the

petition be referred to the Grand Master with power to act.

12. Petition of G. VanHouten, expelled by H. W. Bigelow Lodge No. 438,

January 23d, 1870, for restoration.

Your committee have given this petition long, earnest and careful consideration,

and are unanimous in the opinion that the best interests of the fraternity will be sub-

served by recommending that the prayer of the petition be not granted.

All of which is fraternally submitted.

THOS. J. WHITEHEAD,
RODNEY ASHLEY, ] Committee.
CHAS. TROWBRIDGE,
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RESOLUTION—To pay Committee on Correspondence,

M. W. Bro. Hawi.ey offered the following resolution, which

was referred to the Finance Committee;

Resolved, That the sum of three hundred dollars be appropriated and paid to the

Committee on Masonic Correspondence for services in preparing report for the year

1876.

REPORT—Committee on Grand Master's Report—Supplemental

The Committee on Grand Master's Report, to whom was

referred a portion of the Grand Secretary's Report, submitted the

follovvinf^, which was adopted:

Te the M. W. Grand Lodge A. F-Ss' A. M. of the Slate of Illmois :

The Committee on Grand Master's address, to which was specially referred that

part of the report of the Grand Secretary in relation to the appointment, by the

Grand Master, of representatives of this Grand Lodge near the Grand Lodges of

Kansas, Wisconsin, West Virginia, Manitoba and Canada, as well as his rulings in

relation to the brethren of Ash Grove Lodge No 376, and ot Monroe Lodge

No. 28, have had the same under cogsideralion, and would recommend that the said

appointments be approved ; and that his rulings in reference to the brethren of said

Iodides—that they would not be allowed to dimit until their dues had been fully paid

to the lodges to which they were severally due up to the time when the charters

were severally surrendered—be taken as the sense of this Grand Lodge.

Respectfully submitted,

P. A. ARMSTRONG,
)

JOHN C. BAGBY, [ Committee.

A. DEMAREE, j

REPORT—Committee on Charity.

The Committee on Charity, to whom were referred the petitions

of Madison Lodge No. 560 and Loami Lodge No. 450, reported

as follows:

To the M. W. Grand Lodge A. F. S^ A. M. of the State of fllinois :

Your committee to whom was referred the petitions of Madison Lodge No. 560

and Loami Lodge No. 450, for remission of dues, have had the same under consider-

ation, and beg leave to report that while we believe the lodges referred to have met

with a severe hardsnip in the loss of their property by fire, which is but additional

evidence that all lodges should endeavor to protect themselves against the effect of

like calamities by insurance, your committee can only reaffirm their recommenda-

tion in the case of New Columbia Lodge No. 336, referred to them at the last ses-

sion of this Grand Lodge, and report the resolutions back without recommendation.

JOSEPH ROBBINS, ) Committee.

W.
J. A. DeLANCEY,

\
on

HENRY E. HAMILTON, J Charity.
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RESOLUTION—To remit dues of Amity Lodge No. 472.

W. Bro. LovELAND (473) offered the following resolution,

which was referred to the Committee on Charity:

Whereas, On the morning of March 2d, 1876, the Hall of Amity Lodge No.

472, together with all their property, was destroyed by fire; therefore, be it

Resolved, That the dues of said lodge for the year 1876 be remitted.

AMENDMENT TO BY-LAWS—Proposed.

W. Bro. John C. Norton (i66) offered the following amend-

ment to the hy-laws, which, being seconded by the representatives

of twenty lodges, lies over one year:

Amend Section One (l), Article XXV, Part Second, Grand Lodge By-Laws, by

striking out the words "seventy-five " in the third line, and inserting "Jifty''' in lieu

thereof.

REPORT—Auditing Committee.

R. W. Bro. Gil. W. Barnard submitted the report of the

Auditing Committee, which was read and adopted:

Chcago, Oct. 2d, 1876.

To the M. W. Grand Lodge A. F. &= A. M. of the State 0/ Illinois :

Vour committee for auditing claims against this Grand Lodge, do most respect-

fully submit the following as the report of their transactions for the current year:

There have been presented, accompanied by the proper vouchers, the following

bills which have been approved and certified to the Grand Secretary as correct :

APPROVED.

Dec. 14, 1875, Bill of Springfield Printing Co $456 00

Mch 14, 1876, Bill of D. & J. B. Brown, printing, binding, etc ... . 483 90
" 18, Bill of R. W. Bro. M. D. Chamberlin, for mileage and

per diem for attending upon meetings of Grand Exam-

iners at Chicago, Champaign, Springfield, Vandalia,

and Dixon 183 90
" " Bill of R. W. Bro. J. PL Fawcett, for mileage and per

diem for attending upon meetings of Grand Examiners

at Galesburg, Champaign, Dixon, Springfield and Chi-

cago 167 70
" " Bill of R. W. Bro. A. T. Darrah, for mileage and per

diem for attending upon meetings of Grand Examiners

at Chicago, Galesburg, Champaign, Dixon, Springfield

and Vandalia 221 00

Carried forward 1,512 50
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Brought forward ^1,512 50

July 15. Bill of Bro. Frank Hudson, for printing blanks 95 00

Sept. I. Sundry l)ill'; for furnishing Grand Secretary's office .. 458 40

$2,065 90

All of which is fraternally submitted.

GIL. W. BARNARD, ) ^
IRA A. CHURCH, |

^'"«'''^^^^^-

REPORT—Finance Committee.

The Finance Committee, to whom was referred the resolution

appropriating- the sum of three hundred dollars to the Cominittee

on Masonic Correspondence, reported as follows:

To the M. W. Grand Lodge A. F. ^r' A. M. of the State of lUinois :

We, your Committee on Finance, to whom was referred the resolution appropriat-

ing the sum of three hundred dollars to the Committee on Masonic Correspondence

for services in preparing report for the year 1876, have considered the same, and

would recommend that the amount be so appropriated.

J. C. SMITH,
)

H. C. CLARK, \ Committee.

E. C. SELLECK, j

The report Avas adopted.

RESOLUTION—To drop the name of L. C. Hearr.

W. Bro. Alexander (703) offered the following resolution,

which was referred to the Committee on Chartered Lodges:

Whereas, Alexander Lodge No 702 has paid dues on L C. Hearr for two

years in error, his name being reported among the list of members, when in fact he

has never been a member of said lodge.

Resolved, By the Grand Lodge of Illinois, that Alexander Lodge No. 702 be

authorized to drop his name from the roll of said lodge.

Resolved, further. That the Grand Lodge refund to Alexander Lodge No. 702

%\ 50, the amount of dues paid in error.

On the above resolutions the Cominittee on Chartered Lodges

reported as follows, which report was adopted:

To the M. W. Grand Lodge A. F. &= A. M. of the State of Illinois:

Your committee would report that the explanation as made in the above should

have been made on page 9 of the report to the Grand Secretary, when it would have

been corrected ; and that, by doing so next year the name can be dropped, and the
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amount overpaid ($1 50) deducted from next year's dues ; therefore, your committee

would recommend that the whole matter be referred to the R. W. Grand Secretary

for correction in return.

C. KIRKPATRICK,
[

SAM'L. C. SMITH, I ,.

CHAS. FISHER,
[

^^'^''''^'^<^^-

JOS. C. McMURTRV,
J

The tollovviiig dispatch from M. W, Bvo. Dills, Grand Treas-

urer, was read by the Acting Grand Master, previous to the

election of officers:
QuiNcv, Illinois, October 4, 187(3.

To the Most Worshipful Grand LoJge of Illinois:

Affliction prevented my performing the duties of the office to which you elected

me last year. Accept my gratitude for honors conferred during the last thirty-six

years. HARRISON DILLS.

RESOLUTION—To pay Committee on Ceremonials.

M. W. Bro. Havvley offered the following resolution, which

was referred to the Finance Conimittee:

Resolved, That the sum of one hundred and thirty-five dollars be appropriated

and paid to the following named brethren for services in preparing ceremonials for

use of this Grand Lodge, as follows :

M. W. Bro. D. C Cregier $100 00

R. W. Bro. John M. Pearson 15 00

W. Bro. A. W. AD.A.MS 20 00

ORATION.

Upon invitation of the Grand Lodge, R. W. Bro. Geo. M.
McCoNNELL, Grand Orator, addressed the Grand Lodge.

LTpon motion of M. W. Bro. Hawley, the thanks of the Grand

Lodge were tendered to Bro. AIcConnell for his oration, and he

was requested to furnish a copy for publication in the proceedings.

(SEE APPENDIX.)

M. W. Bro. Ckegikk presented the minutes of a Convention

held in the city of Havana, Island of Cuba, on the ist da\^ of

August, 1S76, for the purpose of organizing a Grand Lodge for

that Island; accompanied by a meiiiorial asking for recognition as

the Gran Logia de la Is/a de Cuba^ Habana.

Upon motion, the whole matter was referred to the Committee

on Masonic Correspondence.

CALLED OFF.
hX 5 o'clock p. M. the Grand Lodge was called from labor to

refreshment.
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THIRD DAY-MORNING SESSION.

Thursday, Oct. 5, 5876. )

Nine o'clock, a. m.
[

The Grand Lodge was called to labor.

Prayer by the R. W. Grand Chaplain.

RESOLUTION—To Publish Constitution and By-Laws.

W. Bro. F. H. Ferguson (37) offered the following resolution,

which was referred to the Finance Committee:

Resolved, That the Grand Secretary be and is hereby instructed to publish the

Constitution and By-Laws of this Grand Lodge with the proceedings of 1876.

RESOLUTION— Relief of R. W. Bro. Blakesley.

W. Bro. A VISE (439) offered the following resolution for the

relief of R. W. Bro. A. W. Bi.akesley; which was referred to

the Committee on Charity :

Whereas, Bro. A. W. Blakesley, who has for the past twenty-five years been

an active member of this Grand Lodge, has been stricken with paralysis, and is now

in need of assistance to save his home from a forced sale under a deed of trust

;

therefore, be it

Resolved, That this Grand Lodge appropriate the sum of four hundred ($400)

dollars for said purpose.

REPORT—Committee on Charity.

The Committee on Charity, to whom were referred the resolu-

tions to remit the dues of Amity Lodge No. 472, and Cass Lodge

No. 23, reported as follows:

To the M. IV. Grand Lodge A. F. &' A. M. of the Stale of Illinois :

Your committee, to whom was referred the resolutions remitting the dues of Amity

Lodge No. 472, and of Cass Lodge No. 23, have had the same under consideration,

and bcCT leave to report that they can only re-affirm their action in the cases of Madi-

son Lodge No. 560, and Loami Lodge No. 450, and refer the matter back without

recommendation.

JOSEPH ROBBINS, ) Committee

W. J. A. DeLANCEY, V on

H. E. HAMILTON, j Charity.
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AMENDMENT TO BY-LAWS— Proposed.

W. Bro. WiLMOT (531), offered the following amendment to

the by-laws, which being seconded h}' the representatives of

twenty lodges, lies over for one year:

Amend Section One (i), Article One (I), Part First, Grand Lodge By-Laws, by

striking out "Chicago," and inserting ''Springfield.^'

REPORTS—Finance Committee.

The Finance Committee submitted reports on the several mat-

ters referred to them; which were read and severally adopted:

To the M. W. Grand Lodge A. F. and A. M. of the State of Illinois:

Your committee, to whom was referred the accounts of R. W. Deputy Grand

Master Joseph Robbins, Grand Secretary John F. Burrill, and Acting Grand
Treasurer A. A. Glenn, would respectfully report

—

•

First. That during the two months R. W. Bro. Robbins has been acting Grand

Master he has received eighteen dollars (^18 00) for dispensations, and the same

has been duly receipted for by the Grand Secretary.

Second. After a careful examination of the reports and accounts of the Grand

Secretary, we find that he has received during the past year the following sums,

which have been paid over to the Grand Treasurer, and his receipt taken for the

same

:

Dues 1873 ^15 75

Dues 1874 135 75
Dues 1875 1,342 50

Dues 1876 26,560 45
Dispensation fees—R. W. Joseph Robbins 18 00

Dispensations 400 00

Miscellaneous 125 30

Total ^28,597 75

Your committee also find that the Grand Secretary has paid out for sun-

dries, as per detailed statement, the sum of six hundred and twelve dollars and

ninety-six cents {$612 96), for which we would recommend that an order be drawn

in his favor.

Third. An examination of the accounts of the Grand Treasurer^r^i tetn., shows

he received

—

Current receipts of the year 1875 ^28,005 99
Current receipts for year 1876 28,597 75

;S!56,6o3 74
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Credit.

By amount paid representatives to Grand Lodge, 1875 $13>949 60

By amount paid representatives 1874 6 00

By miscellaneous orders paid 2,733 ,4°

By special orders paid 9>239 25

By order on G. Charity fund 500 00

126,428 25

. Leaving a balance in his hands of ^30,175 49

We find in the accounts of the Grand Treasurer three notes, given to Bigelow

Lodge (defunct) by a former member, amounting to six hundred dollars ($600 00),

which he has receipted for as money As these notes are believed to be worthless,

your committee would suggest that they be deducted from the assets, that we may

know just how much money there is in the treasury of this Grand Lodge, that the

Grand Treasurer i)e credited with the amount, and hold the notes for collection.

Yo^ committee regret that they are unable to make a complete and full exhibit

of the finances of this Grand Lodge, for the reason that there are no reports from the-

M. W. Grand Master and Grand Treasurer. The severe and painful illness of M.

W. Bro. Geo. E. Lounsbury, who, under orders from his physician, is now absent

in Colorado, and the protracted disability of Bro. Harrison Dills, is the cause of

absence of those valuable reports. In view of the importance of this subject, your

committee would respectfully recommend thatthe M. W. G. Master, Grand Secretary

and Grand Treasurer, be selected as a committee to settle the accounts of.M. W.

Bros. Geo. E Lounsbury and Harrison Dills, at as early a day as practicable.

Fraternally submitted,

J. C. SMITH,
I

E. C. SELLECK, V Committee.

H. C. CLARKE, J

To tke M. IV. Grand Lodge A. F. &- .4. M. of the State of Illinois ;

Your Committee on Finance, to whom were referred sundry bills and accounts,

having duly considered the same, respectfully report as follows, and recommend that

they be allowed and orders drawn upon the Grand Treasurer for the amounts named :

To Grand Tyler, John P. Ferns, for expenses incurred and paid by him in the

discharge of the duties of his office, eighty-two dollars and seventy-three cents

($S2 731.

We would further recommend, in this case, that in consideration of his faithful

discharge of duties as Grand Tyler, and in accordance with the well established

usage of this Grand Lodge, that he be allowed the sum of one hundred dollars

(^100).

Joseph Robbins, sundries for office of G. M ^5 84

John Connors, services as Janitor 10 00

Geo. F. Clark, carpenter work on hall 25 49
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B. F. Chase & Co., signs for hall 4 00

D & J- B. Brown, printing report on For. Cor 600 84

Patterson & Co., sundries for office of G. Sec 33 25

Frank Hudson, Jr., services as Deputy G. Sec 25 00

P. Bird Price, for assisting G. Sec 25 00

DeLang & Co., sundries for use of Grand Lodgp 7 45

Frank Hudson, sundry printing for office of G. Master and G. Secretary . 308 68

John C. Bagby, services as special committee appointed by Grand Master

to settle with Grand Treasurer, Harrison Dills, at last annual communi-

cation 20 80

Ed. S. Mulliner, services as special committee appointed by Grand Master

to settle with Grand Treasurer Harrison Dills, at last annual communi-

cation 25 00

E. C. Selleck, services as special committee appointed by Grand Master to

settle with Grand Treasurer Harrison Dills, at last annual communica-

tion 20 00

W. L. Forsyth, W. M. of Dearborn Lodge No. 310, per diem for last ses-

sion 6 00

John Bennett, visiting New Berlin Lodge by order of G. M 10 30

Gilbert W. Barnard, visiting Unity Lodge No. 48 by order of C IVL . . 5 00

Louis Zeigler, visiting Wapella and DeWitt Lodges by order of G. M. . 27 40

A. A. Glenn, visiting Manchester and Barry Lodges by order of G. M. . 20 00

Henry Palmer, visiting Russelville and Westfield Lodges by order of G. M. 20 10

Jno. Woods, printing circulars and envelopes, and postage on the same for

Committee on Widows and Orphans' Home 11 70

James Douglas, expenses incurred in settling affairs of Monroe Lodge No.

28 by order of G. M 37 5°

James P. Dalton, two doz. charter cases 9 75

All of which IS fraternally submitted.

T. C. SMLFH. )

E. C. SELLECK, [ Co?niniitee.

H. C. CLARKE, j

To the M. W. Gra7id Lodge A. F. &= A. M. of the State of Illinois :

Your Committee on Finance, to whom was referred the resolution of M. W. Bro.

James A. Hawley, recommending an appropriation -of $135 to members of the

Committee on Ceremonials, for valuable services rendered in the preparation of the

ritual, respectfully report that we have considered the same and recommend its

adoption.

Fraternally submitted.

T. C. SMITH,
E. C. SELLECK, j- Committee.

H. C. CLARKE,
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To the M. W. Grand Lodge A. F. 6^ A. M. of the State of Illinois:

Your Committee on Finance fraternally call your attentioh to the fact that, owing

to the long continued illness of M. W. Grand Master Geo. E. Lounsbury, and his

absence from the State, R. W. Joseph Robbins, Deputy Grand Master, has per-

formed the duties of Grand Master for the months of August and September, and is

therefore entitled to compensation for the same. We therefore respectfully recom-

mend the adoption of the following :

Resolved, That the sum of two hundred and fifty dollars Woe appropriated and
paid to R. W. Bro. Joseph Robbins for two months' services as Grand Master.

Fraternally submitted,

J. C. SMITH,
)

E. C. SELLECK, - Committee.

H. C. CLARKE,
\

To the M. W. Grand Lodge A. F. i5- A. M. of the State of Illinois :

Your Committee on Finance beg leave to call your attention to the valuable servi-

ces performed by Bro. S. W. WAoni.E, chairman of the Committee on Mileage and

Per Diem, in preparing schedules and orders for the use of the committee, which he

did previous to the session of this Grand Lodge, that _there might be no delay in

issuing the same. We respectfully recommend a special appropriation of twenty-

five dollars to Bro WaodI-E for this extra service.

Fraternally submitted.

J. C. SMITH,
)

E. C. SELLECK, \ Committee.

H. C. CLARKE, j

To the M. VV. Grand Lodge A. F. &^ A. M. of the State of Illinois :

In accordance with the requirements of Sec. 2, Art. VIII., of the by-laws, your

Committee on Finance submit the following estimates of the probable expenses of

the Grand Lodge for the ensuing year :

Salaries of Grand Master, Grand Secretary and Grand Treasurer . . . $4,400 00

Sundry expenses of offices of Grand Master, Grand Secretary and Grand

Treasurer 1,500 00

Contingent expenses 5,000 00

Mileage and Per Diem 16,500 00

Outstanding orders . . . 2,000 00

Total $29,400 00

Your committee therefore recommend* that this amount be appropriated for the

purposes above indicated.

Fraternally submitted,

J. C. SMITH,
E. C. SELLECK, } Committee.

H. C. CLARKE,
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To the M. W. Grand Lodge A. F. ^ A. M. of the State of Illinois :

We, your Committee on Finance, to whom was referred the resolution instructing

the Grand Secretary to publish the Constitution and By-Laws of this Grand Lodge

with the proceedings for 1876, beg leave to report that after due consideration we
think it not advisable to incur such expense.

J. C. SMITH,
)

E. C. SELLECK, \ Comviittee.

H. C. CLARK, ]

To the M. W. Grand Lodge A. F. cr= A. M. of the State of Illinois :

Your Committee on Finance, to whom has been referred a supplementary report

from the Grand Secretary, showing that ^1,728 25 has been received by him since

our former report, would report that it has been duly examined and found correct,

and the Grand Treasurer's receipt for the same amount is appended thereto.

We would also report favorably on a biU'of Bro. J. B. Babcock, for expense* in

visiting Lodi Lodge No. 504, ^3 90, per order of G. M.

Also, $22 00 in payment of expense of procuring music for the opening of the

Grand Lodge.

J. C. SMITH,
H. C. CLARK, \Commitfe'>.

E. C. SELLECK,

RESOLUTION—"Postal Cards " not to be used.

M. W. Bro. Cregter offered the following resolution, -which

was aclopted :

Resolved, That the Grand Lodge of Illinois condemns the prevailing practice of

transmitting by "postal card" notice of the business and other doings of lodges, and

it is hereby ordered that all notices emanating from lodges or their officers shall be

.sent to members under "sealed cover": Proi'ided, that the bare notice of time and

place of meeting of said lodge may be sent by "postal card.'''

AMENDMENTS TO BY-LAWS—Proposed.

Bro. McWavne (139) offered the following amendrnents to the

by-laws, which being seconded, lie over for one year:

Amend Sec. 4, Art. 1st, Part 1st, by striking out 'ffteen hundred'" anH insprfinir

"•one thousand.'"

Amend Sec. 4, Art. 6, Part 1st, by striking out the words "twentyf-Te" and insert

ing "fifteen."' ^

Amend paragraph 15, Sec. i. Art. 6, Part 1st, by striking out the word "three'"

and inserting '* one."
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REPORT—Committee on Charity.

The Committee on Charity, to whom was referred the resohi

tion for the rehef of R. W. A. W. Ri.akesley, reported as fol

lows:

To the M. W. Grortfl Lodge A. F. iSr' A. M. of the State of Tllinot'.

Your Committee on Charity, to whom was referred the resolution contemplating

the appropriation of four hundred dollar'^ for the relief of R. \V. A. W. Bi.akesiey,

P. S. G. W.. report-

That they have carefully mquired into the circumstances, of the case, and find

that such an appropriation would come fairly within the rule heretofore adopted by

the Grand Lodge, to make appropriations from the charity fund only in cases where

the recipient will he a permanent charge on the Fraternity.

The Masonic history of R. W. Bro. Blakf.SLFV is perhaps as large a part of the

history of this Grand Lodge as that of any one of its surviving members, and in

view of his long and earnest services, your committee do not think we can now

turn a deaf ear to his cry of distress. They therefore report back the resolution and

recommend its adoption.

Respectfully submitted.

fOSEPH ROBBINS. 1

W. T. A. DeLANCEY,
i

H. E. HAMILTON". \ Committe':

A. A. GLENN.
,

J. F. BURRTT,L,
|

The report was adopted.

REPORT— Committee on Mileage and Per Diem.

W. Bro. Waddle stihmitted the report of the CoiD.mittee on

Mileage and Per Diem, which was received and adopted:

To the M. M'. Grand Lodge A. F. v?- A. M. of the Stat.- of fllinon :

Your Committee on Mileage and Per Diem fraternally beg leave to report that the

Grand Officers, Members, Representaiives and Committees in attendance on this

Grand Communication aie entitled to mileage and per diem as 'jet forth in the fol

lowing pages :

S W. WADDLE,
)

.S. S. CHANCE, I Committee.

ED. S. MULLINER. \
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KKPOKT OX MILEAGE AND PEK DIEM.

URANU OKFlCEKb.

Joseph Robbins Deputy Grand Master
W. J. A. DeLancey Senior Grand Warden . . .

.

Henry E. Hamilton Junior Grand Warden. ..

.

Geo. M. McConnell Grand Orator
John F Burrill Grand Secretary
Frank Hudson, J r Deputy Grand Secretary.
G. W. Martin Grand Cliaplain
Jno. A Ladd Grand Pursuivant
Geo. W .Cyrus Grand Sword Bearer .. .

.

D. A. Cashman Senior Grand Deacon
Montgomery Wilson J unior Grand Deacon . . .

.

Isaac E . Hardy Grand Steward
George Rawson Grand Steward
J.P. Norvell Grand Steward.
John P. Ferns Grand Tyler
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REPORT ON MILEAGE AND PER DIEM- Continued.
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REPORT ON MILEAGE AND PER DIEM Continued.
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REPORT ON MILEAGE AND PER DIEM Continued.

Mt. Moiiah
Benevolent
Reclamation
Washington
Pittsfield ......
Trio
Fraternal
New Boston
Belvidere
Lacon
St. Marks
Benton
Knoxville
Acacia
Naples ..

Eureka
Social
Central
Chester
Rockton
Roscoe
Mt. Nebo
Prairie
Scott
Whitehall
Vitruvius
Metamora
DeWitt
Mitchell .

Kaskaskia
Mt. Pulaski
Havana
Pellowship
Jerusalem Temple
Metropolis
Stewart
Toulon
Perry
Samuel 11. Davis..
Kxcelsior
Taylor
Edwardsville
Astoria
Rockford
Miignolia
Lewistown
Winchester
Lancaster
Versailles
Trenton
Lebanon
Jonesboro .

Bureau
Robert Burns
Marcelline
Rising Sun
Vermont
Elgin
Waverly
Henry
Monnd
Oquawka
Cedar
Empire
Antioch
Raleigb

51

52
54
65
5fi

57
5S
59
60
61
63
64
66
67
68
69
70
71

72
74
75
76
77
79
80
81

82
84
85
86
87
88
89
90
91
92
9S
95
96
97
98
99

loo
102
103
104
105
106
108
109
no
111
112
113
114
115
116
117
118
119
122
123
124
126
127
128

REfKKSKNTATlVES,

Mason L . Moorehouse
C. Heinz
S. W. Gunter
E.L. West
B. A. Grimes
J. M. Montgomery
Wm J. Britton
Fred. Clark
0. B. Loop
L. C. Rose
E E . Thomas
Wm. R. Ward
D. M. Eiker
S. E. Foster
Jos. W. Coppage
Wm. Francis
C. Bodemer
V,. C. Cromwell
J. H. Lindsey
H. E. Baker
Geo. G. Smith
W. H. Chaffee
J. W. Vance
J. T. Gordon
T. W. Prichett
E. H. Winchell
M. A. Bowen
J. T. Carroll...
Thos Boyd
J. J. Sulser
J. R. Ayres
Chits. Doering
J. M. Burkhart
James Howell
John R. Thomas
Geo. Richards
G. A. Lowman
W. A. Reed
J. S. Gwynn .

H. C . Hutchinson
1. H. Tobias ....

J. G Barnsback
J. W. Green
E. B Perry
Orlando Dent
N. F. Bruce
C. B. Hubbard
E.J. Jones
H. Burgesser
B. E. Logan
J. Reimann .

Leander W. Nimmo .

C. Weiderich
AlvahJay
H. C. Bisell
E. J. Tower
A. K. Clark
G. D. Sherman.
T. J. Davidson
J. C. Moodey
W. A. Goodrich
Jas. Peterson
Jas . H . Roseman ... .

O. E. Holer
John Minto
J. T. Chennault

240
289
242
278
249
1S2
148
191

78
128
51
306
169
99

236
187
118
185
321
91
85

223
164
261
240
25
137
148
299
327
168
191
326
38

402
159
144
251
97

121
140
264
218
93
122
196
285
174
246
278
285
330
105
194
271
47

211
36
218
127
2111

204
61

160
45
806

124 00
23 90
24 20
27 80
24 90
18 20
14 80
19 10
7 80
12 80
5 10

30 60
16 90
9 90

23 60
18 70
11 80
18 50
32 10
9 10
8 50
22 30
16 41
26 10
24 00
2 50

13 70
14 SO
29 90
32 70
16 80
19 10
33 60
3 80

40 20
15 90
14 40
25 10
9 70
12 10
14 00
26 40
21 80
9 30
12 20
19 60
23 50
17 40
24 60
27 80
28 50
83 00
10 50
19 40
27 10
4 70

21 10
8 60

21 80
12 70
20 10
20 40
6 10
16 00
4 50

80 60

Total.

$80 (10

29 90
30 20
33 80
30 90
24^20
20 SO
25 10
13 80
18 SO
11 10

36 60
22 90
15 90
29 60
24 70
17 80
24 50
86 10
15 10
14 50
28 30
22 -40

32 10
30 00
S 50

19 70
20 80
85 90
38 70
22 80
25 10
88 60
9 So

46 20
21 90
20 40
31 10
15 70
18 10
20 00
32 40
27 80
15 30
18 20
25 60
29 50
23 40
30 60
33 80
34 50
39 GO
16 50
25 40
38 10
10 70
27 10
9 60

27 80
18 70
26 19
26 40
12 10
22 00
10 50
36 60



1876.] GRAND LODGE OF ILLINOIS. 71

REPORT ON MILEAGE AND PER DIEM-

Greenfleld 129
Marion J30
Golconda 131

Mackinaw 132
Marshall 133
Sycamore 134
Lima 185
Hntsonville 136
Polk 187
Marengo 18*
Geneva 139
Olney 140
Garden City 141

Richmond 143
DeKalb 144
A. W. Rawson 145
Lee Centre 146
Clayton

I

147
Effingham 149
Vienna !

150
Bunker Hill. 151

Fidelity 152
Clay 153

Rnseell 154
Alpha... 155
Delavan 15(i

Urbana
1

157
McHenry ' 158
Wethersfield

[

159
Waubansia i 160
Virden t 161

Hope
!

162
Westneld i 163

Edward Dobbins .... i
164

Atlanta 165

Star in the East 166
Milford 1 16S
Nunda ; 169
Evergreen ' 170

Girard '

171
Wayne 172

Cherry Valley 173
Lena 174
Matteson i

175
Illinois Central 17S

Wabash
i

179
Moweaqua

i
180

Moultrie
;

ISl

Germania 182
Meridian 183
Abingdon 185
Mystic Tie 187
Cyrus 18S
Fulton City

:
189

Farmington 192
Herrick 193
Freedom 194
La Harpe 195
Louisville 196
King Solomon's 197
Grandview

;

198
Homer

j
199

Sheba
|

2011

Centralia 201
Lavely ! 203
Corinthian 205

REPRKRENTATrVK*.

E. A Belknap ...

Wm. Moore
Jas. Hodge
D. Becklev
J. C. Brvan
A. N. Wheeler . .

•I. W. Shaw
VV. H. Perrm
J. C. Hall
J. W. Green
A. McWayne
W. H. Hill
Geo. McWilliams.
G. B. Carpenter .

.

D. O. Hunt
F. D. Grover
C. E. Lnomis
Jacob Hazlelt
Wm. H. Barlow .

J. B. KuykenihUl
J. A. Merntield .

.

D. Q. Trotter
Jonas Thon
E. K. Ankrum
G. P. Lawrence .

.

J. L. urendorff. .

Johnll. Ben lord .

Smith Searls ....
A. B. Ashley .. .

.

T. J. Tustin
Geo. Tuttle .

Wm. P. Askins .

.

R. T. Houghton .

C. M. Carter
J. S. Perriton . .

.

J. C. Norton
H. V. Brown
R. Andrews
H. N. Cronkrite .

.

F. J. Wooley. ..

.S. S. Dunning
L. M. VanBuren .

t\ W. Byers
A. Burden .

Robert Richards .

E. B. Hart
J . Combs
W. B Townsend .

H. Niether
L. B. Payne
I). W. Andrews .

.

Thos. Treat
D. R. Miller
Wm. C. .Snyder.. .

.

Jas. B. Gentle . .

.

M. Waldenmeyer.
L. S. Siimpson .. .

.

1. Brunthsh
C. W. Apperson .

.

J. M. Perry
G. A. Gilbert
B. H. Towner ..

F. M. Coulter... .

G. VV. Smith
O. S. Webster .. .

T. D. Palmer

Continued.
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Continued.

Tamaroa 207

Wilmington 208

Wm. li. Warren ioS

Lincoln. 210

Cleveland 211

Shipman 212

Ipava 213

Mason 217

New Salem 218

Oakland 219

Mahomet 220

Leroy 221

Geo. Washington 222

Keeney 22.S

Pana 226

Columbus 227

Lovington 228

Manchester 229

New Haven 230

Farmers 282
Blandmsville 233

DuQuoin 234
Dallas City 235

Cairo 237
Black Hawk 2-SS

Mt. Carmel 239
Shekinah 241

Galva 243
Horicon 244
Greenville 245
ElPaso 246
RobMorris 247

Golden Gate 248

Hibbar.l 249

Robinson 250

Heyworth . 251

Aledo 252
Avon Harmony 253

Donnelson 255

Algonquin 256

Chemung 258

Mattoon ... 260

Amon 261

Channahon 262
Illmois 263
Franklin Grove 264
Vermilion 265
Kingston 266

La Prairie — 267

Paris 268
Wheaton 26',)

Levi Lusk 270
lilaney 271

Carmi 272
Miners 273
liyron 274
Accordia 277
Neoga 279
Kansas 280
Brooklyn 282
Meteor 2S3
Catlin 285
Plymouth 286
Wataga I 291
Cbenoa 292

R.H.Nicholson
E. W. Willard
E . Bornemaon
J. W. Spellman 15T
G. F. Sinclair
C. Martin 238
Robt. Tvatt 206
C. Hanson 212

j

John Andrew 264
|

J. Rutherford 173
J. D. Brown 188
M. S. Stout 138
L. F. Murphy 142
I. II. Haslett 198
I. C. Case 2u2
J. W. Bowney 247
B. Cheever 198
J. D. Roodhouse 232
C. Hunter ... 298
N. D. Fox 413
H. Sappington 210
J. Messmore 289
P. C. Walker 223
P. G. Schuh 865
Thomas Ruggles 242
R.S.Gordon 266
J. H. Crandall 3u8
S. G. Jarvis 140
D. A. Baxter 75

J. C. Gerricks 248

C. P. Shirr 118
S. L. Bailey 115

i

G. W. Hamilton 187
'

T. L. Keas 246
M. C. Mills 234
J. H. 0. Dill 138
G. P. Graham 177
P.'Harrod 1S4
M. N. Allen 'i49

W. A . Nasori 48
W. G. Billings 66

R Cunningham 173

W. H. Cardiflf 139

E. West 55
Jas. W. McMillan 161

H. A. Black 88

W. T. Butler 140

C. M. Giammer 269
R. H. Bacon 284

A. B. Austin, Jr 164
W.H.Johnson 25
J. M. Wilson 92
E. Cook
J. I. McClintock 287

S. O. Stillman 171

J. R Sensor lo7

H . Rocher
S. F. Wilson 185

S. J. Payne. ... 177

Walter Little 95

M. Carpenter 57

S. R. Tilton 134

B. W. Monk 223

W. Hadley ' 156

U. LoBar 103

15 70

28 80
20 60
21 20
25 4o
17 30
13 80
13 80
14 20
19 80
20 20
24 70
19 80
23 20
29 80
41 30
21 00
28 90
22 80
36 50
24 20
26 60
30 80
14 00
7 50
24 80
11 80
11 50
18 70
24 50
23 40
13 80
17 70
18 40
24 90
4 80
6 60
17 30
13 90
5 50
15 10

8 80
14 00
26 90
Ti 40
16 4U
2 50
9 20

28 70
17 10
10 70

is 50
17 70
9 50
5 70

13 40
'J2 30
15 60
10 30

$34 00
11 30
9 00

21 70
6 00

29 80
26 60
37 20
81 40
23 80
15 80
19 80
20 2o
25 80
26 20
30 70
26 80
29 20
35 80
47 30
27 00
34 90
28 30
42 50
80 20
32 60
36 SO
20 00
13 50
30 80
17 80
17 50
24 70
28 50
29 40
19 80
23 70
24 40
80 90
10 80
12 60
28 80
19 90
11 m
21 10
14 80
20 00
32 90
29 40
22 40
^ 50

15 20
6 I'O

34 70
23 10
16 70
6 00

24 50
23 71"

15 50
11 70
19 40
28 30
21 60
16 30
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Prophetstown . ...

Pontiac
Dills
Quincy
lienjamin
Waconda
Hanover
Cortland
Durand
Raven
W. C. riobbs
T. J. Pickett
Ashlar
Harvard
Dearborn .

.

Kilwinning ..«. ..

Ionic
York
Palatine
Erwin
Abraham Jonas.
J. L. Anderson
Doric
Malta

,

Dunlap
Windsor ,

Orient
Ilarrisbnrg
Industry
Gral'ton
Altona

,

Mt. Erie
Tuscola
Tyrian
Sumner
Schiller
New Columbia
Oneida
Saline
Full Moon
Wenona
Milledgeville
N. D. Morse
Sidnev
Russellville
Sublette
Fairview
Tarbolton
Groveland
Kinderhook
Ark and Anchor. .

.

Marine
Hermitage
Blackberry
PrinceviUe
Douglas
Noble
Horeb
Tonica
Bement
Areola
Oxford
Jefferson
Newman
Middleton
Livingston

293
294
29.5

296
297
29S
800
301
302
803
«06
30T
308
309
310
311
312
313
314
315
316
31S

319
330
321
822
323
32.5

327
328
330
331

j

332
I

338
3.34

38.5

S3fi !

337 i

339
.341

;

844
345
346

i

347
348
.349 I

350
351
352
.353

354
355
356
359
360
361
362
363
364
365
366
.367

3HS
369
370
871

REPRESENTATIVES.

H. R. Kent
Elon E. Wallace ..

R. F. Laughlin
A. Glossop. .

J. H. Frauds
A. Calkins
A. B. White
S. Casselt
E. C. Stevens
A. B. Smith
M E. D!ividi?on . ..

D. D. Pearce
F. S. Allen
L. P. Smith
John Sutton
John T Mohr
J N. Baker
C. Jackson
H. D. Cadwell
F. Rudershausen
T. » Bone
D. E.Belden
N. R. Zeigler
R. IM. Hevenor
A. .J. Jackson
H. H. York
J. B. Welch
Tbos. Y. Reynolds .

.

Hugh Wilson
F. J. Glazier
L. IJ. Young
A. F. Nesbitt
.M. V. Daggatt
H. B. Davidson
J. P. .Jones
John Korsoski
8. A. Cummings
F. Murdock
W.J. Hubbard
B. Stafford, Jr
O. M. Southwell
L. C. Belding, Jr
G. G. Bicklord
W. Freeman. ... . .

.

E. Rundle
Chas. 11. Ingals
D. G. Christopher ..

E. F. Joy
J . W. Mooberry
S. B. Gaines
T. J. Nuckols
N. H. Judd
Joseph M. Campbell
C Si)alding
J. L. Blanchard
P. W. Lill
W. Haines
J. K. Secord
E. W. Wood
C. F. Tenney
G. Klink

129
92
259
263
242
40
186
60
104
42
182
19-2

63

A. D. Underwood
H. Cornelius
J. R[. Smith
W. Green
K. S. Sedgwick....

169
213
26

256
99

227
179

64
124
185
(iO

806
214
55
148
258
1.50

185
260
1.51

358
152
351
276
109
125
229
147
236
92
184
104
15?

270
200
275
275
44
147
3115

250
168
109
154
158
161
294
166
282
74

S

S12 90
9 30

25 90
26 80
24 20
4 00
18 60
6 00

10 40
4 20

13 20
19 20

6 30

16 90
21 30
2 60
25 60
9 90

22 70
17 90
6 40
12 40
18 50
6 no

30 60
21 40
5 50
14 SO
25 80
15 CO
18 50
26 00
15 10
35 80
15 20
35 10
27 60
10 90
12 50

22 90
14 70
23 60
9 20

18 40
10 40
15 20
27 00
2O 00
27 .50

27 50
4 40
14 70
30 50
25 00
16 30
10 90
15 40
15 SO
16 10
29 40
16 60
28 20
7 40

$18 90
15 20
31 90
82 .30

80 20
10 on
24 60
12 00
16 40
10 20
19 20
25 20
6 00
12 .30

6 00
6 00

22 90
27 30
8 60

31 60
15 90
28 70
23 90
i2 40
18 40
24 50
12 00
36 60
27 40
11 50
20 80
31 80
21 00
24 50
82 00
21 10
41 80
21 20
41 10

33 60
16 90
IS 50
26 90
20 70
29 60
15 20
24 40
14 40
21 20
33 00
26 00
88 50
33 .50

10 40
20 70
86 50
31 00
23 .30

16 90
21 40
21 80
22 10

85 40
22 60
34 20
13 40
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REPORT ON MILEAGE AND PER DIEM Continued.

Giilesbuig 872

Chambersburg 878

Shaltbona 374

Archimedes 877

Aroma 878

Liberty 3S0

M . R Thompson 3S1

Gill 382

Waltham 3S4

Mississippi 385

Bridgeport SS6

Youngstown 38T
Kai.kukee 3S9

Ashraore SOn

Tolono 891

Oconee 392
Blair 893
Jerseyville 39-4

H . G . Reynolds 395

Ma< IdV Point 396

Shiloh 397

Kinmiiiuly 398

Buda 399

Pacific ;

41)0

Odell
:

401

Kishwaukee 402

Mason City 403
Batavia 404

Ramsey 405

Bethalto 406

Marysville 4f

"

Stratton 408
|

Thos. J. Turner 409
|

Mithra 410

BoUen 412

Forreston 413

Eveninsr Star 414

Lawn Ridge — 415
[

Paxton 416

RIarseilles 417

Freeburg 41S

Keynoldsburg 419

Oregon 420

Washburn 421

Landmark 422

Lanark 423

Exeter 424

Scottville 426

Chebanse 429

Kendrick 430

Summit 431

Murray ville 432
Annawan 433

Makanda 4:!4

Neponset 435

Philo 4:^6

Chicago 487
Luce....

i

489
Camargo 44i'

Sparlaud 441

Casey 442
Cave-in-Rock 444
Chesteniehl 1

445
Watseka I U'S

S. D. Monroe I 447
YatesCity ' 448

W. H. Davidson ....

Oscar Di'nnis
M. V. Allen
B. W. Muehlhausen .

J. C. Danlorth
S. F. McBride
J. S. McCall
T. M Angelo
W. Wilson
J. R. llobmson
B. P. Beck
R. B. Predmore ...

F. S. Hatch
I. N. IMoore
I. A. Manly
W. H. Aughinbaugh
0. M. White
J. G. Marston
H. Thomjison
H Mcpherson
John Gorrie
Wm. H. White
R. W. Morse
Henry Ilolloway
S. H. Gammon
A. D. Gibbs
S. M. Badger
R. R. Hunt
A. Lancaster
L. W. Lyon
J. G.Mick
Isaac J. Lamb
J. E. Pettibone
Philip Ittel

J. L. Marvel
J. C. Brook
G. W. Becker
R. S- Kilgore
B. F. Mason
T. W. Pitcher
A. Krauss
J. P. Woodsides
G. M. Dwight
Geo. W. Biirson
J. E. Chadwick
M. E. Haruish
J. B. M'lyes
G. W Dudderar . ...

R. J. McDonald
n. A. Manny. .. . ..

J.'S Ferguson
J. B. Beedles
S. L. Andrews
J. S. Hartman
A. B. Avery
W. Fleming
A. Shire
W. E. Avise
A. Salisbury
H. Tesmer
J. W. Balsley
John Tvre
W. J. Kinch
J. W. RIggs
W. H. Fritchev
J. W. Hensley

ii
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REPORT ON MILEAGE AND PER DIEM Continued.

LODGE.
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REPORT ON MILEAGE AND PER DIEM Continued.

LODGE.
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REPORT ON MILEAGE AND PER DIEM Continued.

Rock River
Patoka
Wadley
Milan
Basco
Berwick
New Hope
Venice..
Hopertale
Duboi.s
Union
Old Time
Tuscan
Ridge Farm . . .

E. F. W. Ellis .

Buckley
Rochester
Peotone
Keystone
Comet
Apollo
D. C. Crejrier...
Oblong City . . .

.

San Jose
Somonauk
Blueville
Camden
Irvington
Centre Star
Polar Star
Greenview
Woodlord ,

Yorktown
Mozart
Lafayette
Lambert
Grand Chain
South Park
Phenix
Mayo
Greenlana
Crawford
Erie
Burnt Prairie. ..

Herder
Fillmore
Farina
Eddyville
Normal
Waldeck
Pawnee
A.O.Fay
Enfield
Sheffield
Illinois City ...

Clement
Morrisonville . ..

Blue Mound
Galatia
Rio
B. A. Casbman
Orangeville
Clilton
Advance
Englewood
lola

KEPBBSENTATIYES

.

612
613
616
617 ^

61S
619
620
621

622
624
627
629
630
632
63:i

634
635
636
639
641
64'e

643
644
64.")

646
647
648
650
6.51

652
653
654
655
656
657
659
660
662
663
664
665
666
667
66S
669
670
671
672
673
674
675

I

676
;

677
678
679
680

i

6S1
682
684
685
6S6
687

,

688
6S9
690
691 I

M. S. Bowman
T H. Quayle
W. P. Hart
W II. Shaver
J. II. Wetzell
P. II Shelton
R. H. Smith
P. Bishop
G. P. Orendorff ....

L Bunce
Edwin Wiggs . . .

.

Chas. C. Fager. . ..

J. W Davis ,

A. A. Sulcer
J. F. Lakin
W. H. Meserve
R. J. McNeill
J M. Tobias.
Morris Ptlaum
J. M. Edmiston. ...

M. Q. Fair
H. Munsterman. ...

D. Coudray
E. Cutler
C. E. Wright
I Stokes
G. E. Harvey
James M. Pertil
R. Walker
T. M. Renfro
H. K. Rule
S. M. Ferrill
W. W. Craddock .

A. Beneke
C W. Roach
W. H. Konantz
James Bartleson . .

.

L. Lewis
Thos. Jefford
R. G. Scott
H.Miller
J . L. Myers ,

A. McLean
W. R Wheeler ....

Paul Zienisen ,

A. G. Butler
J. W. McClure .. .

J. M. Maynor
J. S Lack ey
L. Gollhardt
G. C. Drennan
J. C. Cushman .. ..

C. T. Hunter
A. Bowman
L. V. Reed
G D. Gove
J. M. Pence . .

.

J Hatfield
Wm. M. Simmons...
A. Hefliu
H. G. Thompson ...

D. A. Shock
S. B. Beardsley. . .

.'

S. S. Moore
R. J. Colburn
W. J. Moore

no
245
224
200
246
169
200
277
149
274
339
192
30(1

144
93
93
193
40

143

236
162
bO
203
239
259
161

298
179
118
124
126
380
263
362

6

177
228
220
215
1.33

272

231
224
380
124

23
279
259

2o2
170
214
184
311
165

124
69

140
7

221

Total.

$11 00
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REPORT ON MILEAGE AND PER DIEM Continued.

Raymond
;

692

Hernn's Prairie ...
;

693

Centre ' 604

ShilohHill i

695

Belle Rive
,

696

Ilutton 1

69-.

Pleasant Plains 7iiO

Temple Hill
|

701

Alexandria !

7i>2

St. Andrews 703

Braidwood 704

Ewing .

I

705

Joppa 7tt6

Circle 707

Star.
I

709

Farmer City
I

710
Providence 711

Collinsville 712

Newtown i
711

Elvaston i

715

Calviraet 716
Lumberman's 717

Chapel Hill. 719

Varna 720

Rome 721

Walnut 722

Omaha 723
Chandlerville 724

Rankin 725
Golden Rule

j

726
Karitan..* 727
Lake Creek 729

Eldorado :
730

Harbor
'

73

1

Carman 732
Gibson

[

733
Canton 734
Sheridan 735

REPRESEXTATIVES

E. Grimes
D. R Harrison
W. E. Scott
T. .(. Cross
L. D. Davenport —
A. V. Rosencrans ..

J. H. Claspill
S. B. Weldon
J. E. Alexander
G. It. Smith.
C. K. Charlton
•J. N. Darr
S. Cosart
John Griffith
John Bedell
J S. Miller
W. P. Gray
W Penny
A B. Tilton
John A. Price
J. Sidle
S. S. Buffam
H. G. Iluggins
E. Gants
G. L. »;ummings .

.

M Knight
I. M. Asbury
L. C. Chandler
B R. Cole
D. Goodman
C. C. Vandoren . ...

E. Spiller
W. E Burnett
A. R. Beck
S. R. Vaughan
VV. M. Bailey
C. N. Hinkle
John Barr

222
328
202
3(1(1

294
191
201
414
191

"57

300
223
173
104
130
10

286
1.16

241
16

326
118
268
110
292
2(;9

116

20m

334
30(1

12
214
110
182
65

|:22 20
32 So
20 20
31 1 00
29 40
19 10
2i 10

41 40
19 10

5 70
30 00
22 30
17 30
10 40
13 00
1 (Ml

25 60
18 60
24 10
1 60

32 60
11 So
26 80
u 00
29 20
20 90
11 60

20 00
33 40
30 00
1 20

21 40
n 00
18 20
6 50

f2S 20
38 80
26 20
36 00
35 40
25 10
20 10

47 40
25 10
6 00

11 70
36 00
28 80
23 30
16 40
19 00
7 00

34 60
19 60
3o 10
7 60
6 00

35 60
17 So
32 80
17 00
35 20
26 90
17 60

6 00
26 00
39 40
36 00
7 20

27 40
17 00
24 20
12 50

RECEPTION—Grand Representative of Manitoba.

R. W. Bro. Glenn presented his credentials as the representa-

tive of the M. W. the Grand Lodge of Manitoba, and was received

with the usual honors.

AMENDMENT TO BY-LAWS—Proposed.

W. Bro. Sherman (117) offered the following amendment to

the by-laws, which, being seconded, lies over one year:

Amend Sec. 4, Art. 6, Part ist, Grand Lodge By-Laws, by striking out " twenty-

five" and inserting "eighteen."
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REPORT—Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence.

M. W. Bio. Hawley submitted the report of the Committee

on Masonic Jurisprudence; which was adopted:

To the Af. W. Grand Lodge A. F. and A. M. of the State of Illinois:

The Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence, to whom iiave been referred the decis-

ions submitted by R. W. Joseph RobbINS, acting Grand Master, and other matters,

respectfully report that they cordially and unanimously concur in all of said decis-

ions, and recommend that they be approved and confirmed by the Grand Lodge.

Your committee further report that they also concur with the Right Worshipful

the acting Grand Master, in the views expressed by him touching the organization

purporting to be and styling itself the Grand Lodge of Ontario, and fully endorse

the proposition that the Grand Lodge of Illinois recognizes the M. W. Grand Lodge

of Canada as a sovereign body, already occupying and having full and complete

jurisdiction over the territory of the Province of Ontario. And also, the further

proposition that an organization leased upon a system of fixed benefits, as contem-

plated by this so-called Grand Lodge, forfeits all claims to be considered a masonic

body. And your committee therefore respectfully request the M. W. Grand Master

to issue his edict forbidding all masonic intercourse with the self-styled Grand Lodge

of Ontario, its so-called subordinate lodges, if any, and the adherents and members

thereof.

Your committee have also had under consideration the resolution calling for a

report as to the powers and authority of a Worshipful Master, under and by virtue

of section 3, article 6, part 3d, Grand Lodge By-Laws; and are clearly of the opin-

ion that the section referred to authorizes and empowers the presiding officer to

require the lodge having jurisdiction to fix and determine the amount of punishment

to be inflicted; and that should the lodge fail to reach a decision upon the first sub-

mission of the question, as prescribed by section 2 of the same article, the said officer

should again submit the question in the order prescribed, and continue so to do until

the lodge has determined upon adequate punishment.

Your committee have also had under consideration the following questions, sub-

mitted by R. W. Walter A. Stevens, in a communication to the acting Grand

Master, and in his report as D. D. G. M. of the First Masonic District :

1st. Whether it is essentially necessary that the charter of a lodge should be

present in the lodge room at all meetings of the lodge.

2d. Whether or not a brother being reinstated to good standing in the fraternity

and not to membership in the lodge, in accordance with the provisions of sec. 5, art.

10, part 3d, Grand Lodge By-Laws, is entitled to a Grand Lodge certificate'; and,

3d. Whether an E. A. or F. C, upon making application for trial, as provided in

sec. 3, art. 16, part 2, of the Grand Lodge By-Laws, should be tried upon the merits

of his being entitled to receive further advancement, or upon the question of unma-

sonic conduct, and be dealt with as provided by art. 3, ]iart 3d, of said by-laws
;

And respectfully report as follows :
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1st. That your committee deem it important and proper for the W. M. to have

the care and custody of the charter of his lodge at all times, and that it should be

present at all meetings thereof. Yet they are of the opinion that its unavoidable

absence would not invalidate the action had by the lodge, nor render the work done

during such absence irregular or unlawful.

2d. Your committee are of the opinion that the second question submitted by

Bro. Stevens is fully answered by the sixth decision of the Grand Master. But as

germain to the decision referred to, your committee deem it proper that there should

be a uniform certificate issued to meet such cases, and therefore submit the following

form :

To all to whom it may come:

This is to certify that brother . .
.'' was formerly a member of . . . Lodge

No. . , under the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of Illinois ; that his membership

in said lodge has been honorably terminated, and that he is now a Master Mason in

good standmg, at liberty to join any other lodge.

Given under our hands and the seal of said lodge, this . . day of ... A. D.

i8 . , A. L. 58 . .

, Master.

Attest : , Secretary.

3d. Your committee are also of the opinion that in case of objections being made

to the advancement of a brother, the brother is entitled to a trial based upon such

objections, and in the manner provided by the disciplinary code of this Grand Lodge.

Ail of which is fraternally submitted.

JAMES A HAWLEY, 1

DEWITT C. CREGIER,
| rnr«,„ifu.

WILEY M. EGAN. ,
Committee.

ARCHIBALD A. GLENN, J

AMENDMENT TO BY-LAWS— Proposed.

M. W. Bi-c. Hawley, p. G. M., offered the following amend-

ment to the by-laws, which, being seconded according to law, lies

over until the next annual commimication

:

Amend section i, article 20, part 2d, Grand Lodge By-Laws, by striking out all

after the word "dimit" in the fourth line of said section, and insert in lieu thereof

the words " shall issue by order of the Worshipful Master.
'^

REPORT—Committee on Obituaries.

W. Bro. ScROGGS submitted the report of the Committee on

Obituaries; which was adopted:
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To the M. W. Grand Lodge A. F. 6- A. M. of the State of Illitiois :

Your Committee on Obituaries, to whom was referred so much of the report of the

Most Worshipful Grand Master as relates to those brethren who have passed through

the dark valley of the shadow of death to that bourne whence no traveler returns,

beg leave to recommend that memorial pages be set apart in the proceedings of this

Grand Lodge to mark the respect due the memory of two brethren who once held

honorable rank and station in this grand body, viz : Right Worshipful Brother

Joseph N. Ralston, Past Junior Grand Warden, and Right Worshipful Brother

Adam Brewer, Past Junior Grand Warden.

R. W. Bro. Joseph N. Rai.ston was for many years a grand officer ; was one of

the founders of Bodley Lodge No. i, of (^uincy, and was for many years its Master.

He was eminent in his profession—that of physician—and in the practice of the

Mason's art was as skillful as he was devoted to the principles of our noble institu-

tion. At the ripe age of seventy-five years he was called by our Supreme Grand
Master from labor on earth to eternal refreshment in the paradise of God. The ser-

vices of his funeral were sorrowfully conducted by that lodge whose foundations had

been laid by his skillful hands, the last sad rites being performed by Deputy Grand
Master RoBiilNS. Having led a pure and blameless life, that of a just and upright

Mason, we find consolation in the thought that ere this he has entered upon the

reward of a faithful servant, whose part in life was ever well done.

Right Worshipful Bro. Adam Brewer was a member of Pacific Lodge No. 400,

of Knoxville. During the years he served this Grand Lodge he left the impress of

his genial nature, of his Masonic ability, and of his worth as a man. His summons
to the world beyond came in an instant, but found him ready to face the Master

Overseer with the work of his life, which was good, perfect and square. For 57
years he was a worthy Mason, and at the age of seventy-eight years was raised to the

sublime regions, where all the good and true hope to go. In his death we .sustain a

loss which draws upon us for that sincere sorrow and regret which all must feel when
truly good men are summoned hence.

We also desire to express our sympathy with Jackson I^odge No. 53, which, since

our last grand communication, has been called upon to lay away in the silent tomb
our venerable and respected brother. Worshipful Joshua Gitilkord, who was the

first Master of that lodge After a long career of activity and usefulness, marked by

his devotion to learning and science, and by the zeal with which he practiced and
taught that code of morals inculcated in our institution, he passed away, and at the

age of eighty-five years sunk into that deep and lasting slumber from which there is

no awaking on this earth. By his death the country lost a patriot, society a noble

man, and this institution one of its most learned, active and exemplary members.

We sincerely regret also the duty which requires us to make record of the death

of Worshipful Brother Albert E. Drain, Past Master of Herman Lodge No. 39,

of Quincy. Subsequently he was one of the founders <>f (Hiincy I^odge No. 296,

of which he wis a member at the time of his death, and by which he was buried
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with Masonic honors. He, too, was a veteran in the institution which is builded

upon truth, justice, faith, hope, charity, fraternity and belief in God; and not until

he had scored seventy-five years in the calendar of existence did the sun of his life

go down.

Thus, one by one ,our lights go out. But let us hope that He who spoke all light

into being, will aid us to shed the more, and thus dispei the darkness and gloom

which follow losses such as these.

While thus making particular mention of these cases, we are not unmindful of the

fact that many worthy and esteemed brethren in this jurisdiction, during the year

past, have crossed the dark river. Death cut the brittle thread of life, but the tie of

fraternal love which binds us to them now and for all time, he could not sever. To
their lodges, their relatives, their friends, we send mournful greeting, and assure

them of our profound sorrow and sincere sympathy. "When the good man dies,

men weep, but the hosts of heaven rejoice." Their memories keep fresh and green;

their virtues emulate ; their faults, whatever they may have been, cover with the

mantle of Masonic charity.

Respectfully submitted.

GEORGE SCROGGS,
LEVI LUSK, \ Committee.

SAMUEL M. MARTIN,

QUESTION ON JURISPRUDENCE.

R. W. Bro. Hubbard submitted the following question, which,

at his request, was referred to the Committee on Jurisprudence

:

" Can a person, suspended by the action of this Grand Lodge, be restored by action

of the lodge in which the trial was had, without the consent of this Grand Lodge ?'

CALLED OFF.

At X 2 o'clock M. the Grand Lodge was called from labor to

refreshment.
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THIRD DAY—AFTERNOON SESSION.

Thursday, Oct. 5, 5876, |

Two o'clock, p. m.
^

The Grand Lodge was called to labor.

M. W. Bro. Cregier in the East.

Prayer by the Grand Chaplain.

RESOLUTION—To Pay Singers.

R. W. Bro. MuNN offered the following resolution, whicii was
referred to the Finance Committee:

Resolved, That an appropriation of twenty-two dollars be made and placed in tiie

hands of M. W. Bro. Cregier, to defray the expense of procuring music at the

opening of the Grand Lodge.

REPORT

—

Committee on Jurisprudence—Supplemental.

M. W. Bro. Hawley submitted the following report of the

Committee on Jurisprudence, which was adopted:

To the M. W. Grand Lodge A. F. dr' A. M. of the State of Illinois :

The Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence, to whom has been referred the resolu-

tion offered by R. W. Bro. Hubbard, beg leave to report that they have had the

same under consideration, and are of the opinion that in the event of the unqualified

suspension of a brother by this Grand Lodge, said brother can only be reinstated by

the action of the body suspending him. But your committee are also of the opinion

that a sentence of suspension pronounced by this Grand Lodge may be so qualified

as to authorize the reinstatement by the Grand Master or by the lodge of original

jurisdiction.

Fraternally submitted.

JAMES A. HAWLEY,
]DEWITT C. CREGIER, I ^

WILEY M. EGAN, \
Committee.

ARCH. A. GLENN, J

The resolutions offered by Bro. Pickett (335), as recorded on
page 83, proceedings of 1875, being called up, were, upon motion,

indefinitely postponed.

The Grand Master announced that he had approved the bonds
of the Grand Treasurer and Grand Secretary.
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The Grand Master also announced that he had appointed the

following named brethren as Grand Officers:

G. Wiley Martin (607) Grand Chaplain.

Richmond S. Dement (482) Grand Orator.

Frank Hudson, Jr. {T^TtT)) Deputy Grand Secretary.

John A. Ladd (602) Grand Marshal.

John P. Norvei.l (38) Grand Pursuivant.

George W. Cyrus (297) Grand Standard Bearer.

John R. Thomas (91) Grand Sword Bearer.

John M. Pearson (27) Senior Grand Deacon.

Henry Cleveland (57) Junior Grand Deacon.

George Rawson (588) Grand Steward.

James H. Cranuall (241) Grand Steward.

William E. Avtse (439) Grand Steward.

E. Bornemann (209) Grand Steward.

John P. Ferns (308) Grand Tyler.

INSTALLATION.

M. W. Bro. Hawley, p. G. M., assisted by M. W. Bro. Crk-
GiER, P. G. M., as Grand Marshal, duly installed M. W. Bro.

Joseph Robbints, Grand Master of Masons of the State of Illinois.

He was conducted to the East, and having been duly proclaimed,

was saluted as Grand Master of Masons.

M. W. Bro. Hawley then installed the remaining Grand

Officers, as follows:

R. W. W. J. A. DeLancey Deputy Grand Master.

R. W. Henry E. HamilT(JN Senior Grand Warden.

R. W. W. H. ScoTT Junior Grand Warden.

R. W. Archibald A. Glenn Grand Treasurer.

R. W. John F. Burrill Grand Secretary.

R. W. George Wiley Martin Grand Chaplain.

R. W. Richmond S. Dement Grattd Orator.

W. Frank Hudson, Jr Deputy Grand Secretary.

W. John A. Ladd Grand Marshal.

W. John P. Norvell Grand Pursuivant.

W. George W. Cyrus Grand Standard Bearer.

W. John R. Thomas Grand Sword Bearer.

W. John M. Pearson Senior Grand Deacon.

W. Henry C. Cleveland Junior Grand Deacon.

W. George Rawson Grand Stetnard.

W. James H. Crandall Grand Steward.

W. William E. Avise Grand Steward.

W. Edward Bornemann Grand Steward.

Bro. John P. Ferns Grand Tyler.
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COMMITTEES APPOINTED.

The M. W. Grand Master announced the appointment of Stand-

ing Committees, as follows:

JURISPRUDENCE.

M. W. Geo. E. Lounsbury, M. W. James A. Hawley, M. W. D. C. Cregier,

R. W. Wiley M. Egan, R. W, John M. Pearson.

appeals and grievances.

Hiram W. Hubbard, Miles H. Wilmot, D. M. Browning, Joseph E.

Dyas, a. B. Campbell.

chartered lodges.

C. KiRKPATRicK, Sa.muel C. Smith, S. S. Chance, John L. McCullough,

James C. McMurtry.

LODGES U. D.

R. D. Hammond, Louis Zeigler, Sylvester Stevens, Charles Fisher,

H. G. Calhoun.

MILEAGE AND PER DIEM.

S. W. Waddle, Ed. S Mulliner, David A. Cook.

AUDITORS.

Gil. W. Barnard, D. A. Cashman, Charles F. Tenney.

CORRESPONDENCE.

Theodore T. Gurney.

PRINTING.

John F. Burrill, O. H. Miner, Albert Demaree.

GRAND EXAMINERS.

M. D. Chamberlain, Edward Cook, A. T. Darrah, J. H. Fawcett, H.
W. Hubbard.



S6 PROCEEDINGS OF THE [Oct.

CLOSED.

There appearing to be no further business before the Grand

Lodge, solemn prayer was offered by the R. W. and Rev. Grand

Chaplain, when the M. W. Grand Master closed the Grand Lodge

in AMPLE FORM, PeACE AND HaRMONY PREVAILING.

JOSEPH ROBBINS,
Grand Master.

e^^.^^->~-.-j£€
Grand Secretary.



IN MEMORIAM.

R. ^M. ADAM BREWER

PAST JUNIOR GRAND WARDEN,

DIED FEBRUARY 28, 1876.

AGED 78 YEARS.

In his death we sustain a loss which draws upon us for that sincere sor-

row and regret which all must feel when truly good men are summoned
hence.



IN MEMORIAM.

R. W. JOSEPH N. RALSTON

PAST JUNIOR GRAND WARDEN,

DIED JUNE 25TH, 1876, AGED 75 YEARS.

Having led a pure and blameless life, that of a just and upright Mason,

we find consolation in the thought that ere this he has entered upon the

reward of a faithful servant, whose part in life was ever well done.



REPORT

COMMITTEE ON MASONIC CORRESPONDENCE.

To the M. IV. Grajid Lodge A. F. &^ A. M. of the State of Illinois :

In submitting this report, we wish to say. that we have been so much occupied

with the pressing duties of varied Masonic relations, that we could not give the time

to the work that we would have devoted to it under other circumstances. For the

truth of this statement, we appeal to those of the Craft who are conversant with our

fraternal associations. For this reason we have only quoted discussions and opin-

ions that are now pressing themselves upon general attention.

GENERAL ASPECTS.

Looking over the field, we find much to encourage with but little that is condem-

natory. Particularly have we noticed the commendable determination to place

Masonry upon a higher plane of usefulness.

Grnnd Masters are out-sp/jken and fearless ; and it is with pleasure that we place

upon record the conviction, that in the near future an applicant for Masonic honors

will not only be obliged to express a belief in the existence of one "Great Creator,"

but will also be required to give " cardinal virtues '" an emphatic endorsement,

before crossing the portals of a lodge. The good work in this direction is having

rapid development, and we fully believe that naught can hinder an early consumma-

tion of our best intentions, but an over-anxious desire to make Masons.

We will not attempt a concealment of our apprehensions on this point. Lodges

are not alone responsible. Many Grand Masters, though zealous for good, are

inclined to look to numerical strength as necessary to giving the Craft a prominence

that shall meet our expectations in securing for our Fraternity a prominent place

with kindred organizations, in conserving the interests of our race.
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We think they err ; for we find in nearly every Grand Jurisdiction complaint of

Lodges without strength or efficiency, and in many instances so defective in morals

as to demand their extinction. We do not think it requires large discernment to see

that the present indiscriminate authorization of new Lodges will lead to consequences

which every good and true Craftsman will have ample cause to deplore.

JURISPRUDENCE.

It was our intention to have prepared a table of decisions emanating from the

different Grand Jurisdictions of our country and the British Possessions, to show the

propriety of more uniformity in fundamental law. We have no expectation of

uniformity of ritual, but we cannot understand why there should not be general and

uniform laws for the government of the English speaking jurisdictions of this conti-

nent. We sincerely hope that this Grand Body will initiate a movement, looking to

the organization of a

MASONIC CONGRESS

with power to adopt a code of laws and regulations for our government.

"COLORED MASONRY."

We have alluded to this topic for the purpose of drawing attention to the able

arguments of our brethren, particularly those of Bro. JosiAH H. Drummond, of

Maine. We have quoted him in full, because Ke has devoted much attention to the

subject.

Our review includes Grand Lodges as follows :

ALABAMA,

The Fifty-fifth Annual Communication assembled in Mcmtgomery, Dec. 6, 1875.

M. W. Bro. Isaiah A. Wilson, presiding.

Lodges represented, 177 ; total Lodges, 412; Membership, 8,805.

The address of G. M. Wilson is entirely devoted to the affairs of the Jurisdiction.

He reports several decisions, none of which vaiy from the views of our own

authorities.

He refers in fraternal terms to the decease of Past G. M. Robert H. Ervin,

January 1 1, 1875.

We are much pleased to note the prosperity of the Fraternity, and the harmony

prevailing throughout the Jurisdiction.
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The report on Foreign Correspondence, by Bro. Beers, is a comprehensive paper,

including much of interest. He thus concludes it :

—

" Thus we close a labor full of pleasurable incident, and real gratification,

despite the perplexing embarrassments arising from our 'prentice inaptitude for a work
requiring, in its satisfactory performance, so much skill, experience and Masonic
erudition. We have remarked with pride and pleasure, the purity of sentiment,

cultivation and intelligence which characterizes the official addresses, reports and
other deliverances contained in these volumes of Masonic lore, and we have
welcomed with joy the evidences of the dignity, honor, usefulness and rapid increase

of the Fraternity, developed in the proceedings submitted to us ; the gratification,

too, is not lessened by the assumed conviction, derived from other sources, that

throughout the world, the "Craft" is growing in numbers, virtue and fame. We
have enjoyed the privilege of intimate association with the wise and trusted of this

ancient and honorable institution ; have sailed, as it were, over pleasant seas, studded

with island gems of thought and knowledge, with scarce a rippling wave to mar the

pleasure of the voyage. It ends (to us) regretfully ; though, possibly, our reader

—

restless under the control of an unskilled navigator, will joyfully welcome the sight

of land.

"A word of cautiori, and we are done. Brethren, what of the future ! Are there

no clouds of difficulty and danger, shadowed in the distance ? Are there no foes for

us to conquer— other than those from within—incident to prosperity and rapid
increase ? These, we observe, are already known, and awakening the attention of

thoughtful minds, and thus met upon the threshold, are more than half conquered.

"Will this brave old conservator of true ' liberty, equality and fraternity ' be
permitted to continue her glorious mission to its consummation without a final and
desperate struggle ? Not so, for we, prophetically—or else in imagination—behold
her again baring her bosom to the storm of prejudice and superstition, enduring a
contest of unexampled bitterness and force; yet, by constancy, courage and endur-
ance, finally conquering the peace which shall assure the rights and dignity of man.
The dangers, we fear, are to come from enemies without—enemies inveterate,

powerful and well organized. When imperial Rome proclaims, with her myriad
voices, her hostility to this grand old bulwark of freedom—this defender of the
rights of conscience and of mind, it is no unmeaning anathema ? It is war—bitter,

relentless war ! Be ready, then, with all your powers, to hurl back the renewed
assault of this envious, pampered ecclesiasticism. It is freedom's final struggle, and
we must * once more to the breach.'

"

M. W. Bro. Palmer J. Tillaus elected G. M.; R. W. Bro. Daniel Sayre
elected G. Sec.
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ARKANSAS.

This Grand Body held its Thirty Seventh Annual Communication in Little Rock,

Oct II, 1875.

M. W. M. L. Bell presiding.

Lodges Represented, 75; Total Lodges, 322; Membership, 9,413; Dispensa-

tions for New Lodges, 17.

The Grand Master's Address strikingly sets forth the great change that has taken

place in that jurisdiction. We rejoice with him

—

" Our beloved State has been, politically, in a feverish state of excitement and

uncertainty for fifteen years, and though no political ideas or discussion can find a

place in our sacred retreat, yet we are citizens of the State, and have a large

interest in her welfare. We are taught to be loyal to the Government ; and true

loyalty can only come from the heart, and no people can love their rulers, or the

Government, which does not bring them peace, prosperity, confidence and rest

—

that security which is the basis of hope. No people can be happy who are neither

content nor prosperous, and prosperity is a stranger to any people whose Govern-

ment is not based on the will of the people. A Government of bad laws, supported

by the free-will of a contented people, is better than a Government of good laws,

forced upon an unwilling, discontented people.

" The late civil war, and the political and financial distress resulting from our late

Government, have retarded the prosperity of the State, and depressed the hopes of

our people to such an extent, that our Fraternity, feeling the general gloom, has not

accomplished that material progress that we could have wished. At our last Annual

Communication, our people were just emerging from a state of great political excite-

ment. Every one was in suspense as to the result in the near future; and, as if to

still further depress the hopes of the people, the crops had partially failed all over

the Slate, and great distress and suffering were seriously threatened in many communi-

ties. But how changed the prospect nowl We have a State Government founded

upon the free choice of a grateful people. All are satisfied with it. If not the

" best Government the sun ever shone upon," it is at least good enough for us, for

we are happy and contented. What more can a free people ask ? And, as if to fill

our cup of blessing full to the overflowing, and to convince us that the darkest hour

is just before day, a kind Providence has blessed our people with abundant crops;

the generous soil has poured its fruits and grain, its grasses and cotton, into the

garners of a happy people, until we may truly say, " The whole land laughs with

fatness " Peace, quiet and contentment reign all over the State. The toiling farmer,

the patient mechanic, the restless merchant—after the labors of the day—rest secure

of a bright future. Then how thankful should we be for these blessings bestowed

upon us so lavishly. And I congratulate you on this bright picture of our present,

comp.ared with our last meeting, and call upon you to recognize the great truth

that we cannot manifest our gratitude for good by words alone, but by work, active

and earnest work, in our noble cause. Now is the time, when God has blessed us

so richly, to renew our efforts in doing good. No man lives for himself alone.

Masonry teaches us we are brethren, and Brotherly Love Relief and Truth, are

taught at our Altars. We must do some good for our brethren, and this we cannot

do by idle thankfulness. Nothing great was ever accomplished without toil, labor

and ceaseless vigilance. The heritage which we this day enjoy is a bequest from

those whose hearts and lives were consecrated to this noble cause.
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" Freemasonry has become a mighty power for good in the land, and has won for

itself an enviable reputation, and commands the respect and patronage of the
wise, the great and good among men. Its teachings are derived from the pur-

est source—that Great Light that ever burns upon our Altars. Its foundation is

Truth; its sujjports, Wisdom, Strength and Beauty; its virtues, Temperance, Forti-

tude, Prudence and Justice; its jewels. Friendship, Morality and Brotherly Love.
What a noble held for work !"

Sixteen decisions are reported, from which we clip the following, endorsed by the

Committee on Jurisprudence :

—

" Question—Does suspension of a brother for non payment of dues deprive him
ot any Masonic privileges ?

Answer— It deprives him of all Lodge privileges.

Can he be suspended without regular charges and a trial ?

If the Secretary reports the brother in default, I can see no necessity for charges

or a trial ; the fact is of record. I think the proper course would be for the Lodge
to declare by vote the brother suspended ; but the W. M. would undoubtedly have
the right to declare the brother in default suspended, as it is his duty to sec the

By-Laws enforced."

If our M. W. Bro. sees a distinction between " Masonic privileges " and " Lodge

privileges," we should be glad to have it pointed out.

In some Turisdictions the practice obtains of " dropping from the rolls " those in

arrears for dues, leaving the defaulting brother unaffiliated ; but we cannot under-

stand by what 7ig/it a member can be suspended—a penalty that deprives him of his

Masonic relations—without a trial. It sometimes happens that the Secretary is at

fault, not the brother supposed to be in arrears. Again, a brother maj^ not be in a

financial condition to pay his dues. Would you suspend him under such circum-

stances ? We think not. We would have but little respect for the professions of

" Brotherly Love," " Relief," &c., of any Lodge that would perpetrate such injustice.

The oration of R. W. Bro. Thornburgh, is a logical delineation of Masonic duty.

The following resolution was presented and tabled :

—

" The Order of Free Masonry being a moral institution of the highest type, it

devolves upon the fraternity to guard with a jealous care its purity ; and, whereas
many seem to regard it as a matter of small importance, this Grand Lodge deems it

incumbent upon her, that she should not only discountenance drunkenness, but

express a decided opinion that it is unmasonic for a Brother Mason to engage in the

sale of spirituous liquors by the drink, or, in other words, to ' open and keep a

saloon.' "

Keep at work Bro. Kennedy. Your heart is in the right place. Grand Lodges

are rapidly falling into line on this subject.

M. W. Bro. M. L. Bell re-elected G. M. ; R. W. Bro. L. E. Barber re-elected

G. Sec.
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BRITISH COLUMBIA.

The Fourth Annual Communication of this Grand Body convened in the city of

Victoria, February 20, 1875.

M. W. Bro. Israel Wood Powell, G. M.; V. W. Bro. Henry F. Heister-

MAN, G. Sec'y.

Eight lodges were represented with a total membership of 275.

Bro. Powell was succeeded by M. W. Bro. Simeon Duck, Grand Master. V.

W. CooTE M. Chambers appointed Grand Secretary. The address of Grand

Master Powell was brief, and devoted to local matters.

Reports of Grand Officers show a gratifying condition of the fraternity. Increase

of meml^ership has not been large for the past year, nevertheless there appears a

harmony of purpose among the brethren that presages increased moral and numeri-

cal strength. Non-affiliates have no friends in this grand jurisdiction. Hear what

Bro. Powell says :

non-affiliates.

" One hesitates to introduce a subject for your consideration, which has generally

evoked so much notice, with a view to correction on the part of all other Grand
Lodges, and yet this trouble and great annoyance to the bona fide brotherhood is

seemingly so much on the increase in this jurisdiction that some action is neces-

sary, if only in a measure to control it. You can scarcely coerce a non-affiliate to

renew his connection with the Craft, indeed, in the interest of the order, this would
often be vei^y undesirable. This very objectionable class, however, can be pre-

vented from participating in the benefits of the Fraternity, when choice attracts or

necessity compels them to seek our society, and I would recommend some enact-

ment which may give effect to this proposition. There is in this community a large

number of non affiliated Masons to whom such legislation is most applicable, and
whose status in the order should be known and recognized."

Now listen to the Grand Lodge

—

" After a careful examination of the plans of several Grand Lodges in the United

States, and an earnest consideration of this very important subject, it was

" Resolved, That all non-affiliated Masons in this jurisdiction shall have the privi-

lege of visiting Lodges for the period of six months, but such non-affiliates shall

petition some Lodge within thirty days thereafter, for membership, or contribute to

some chartered Lodge in this Jurisdiction its regular dues, and in case of non-com-

pliance, shall be debarred from all Masonic rights and privileges, as follows :

1. They shall not be allowed to visit any Lodge.

2. They shall not be allowed to appear in a Masonic procession.

3. They shall not be entitled to Masonic charity.

4. They shall not be entitled to Masonic burial.

And further. That all Lodges shall be required to post at the entrance of their

Lodge rooms, the names of all non-affiliates remaining such after the expiration of

the time named, viz: 7 months, and they shall every three months transmit a list of

the same to the Grand Secretary, to be by him forwarded to all subordinate Lodges,

and by them posted in like manner."
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BRITISH COLUMBIA.

The Fifth Annual Communication held its session in Victoria, February 19th, of

the present year.

M. W. Bro. Simeon Duck, G. M.

Lodges represented, 6 ; Total Lodges, S ; Membership, 300.

The address of G. M. Duck is quite brief, and devoted to matters of local interest.

He reports an entire absence of discord, together with pleasurable evidences of

healthy progress.

M. W. Bro. Duck having declined re-election.

M. W. Bro. Frederick Williams w^as elected G. M. ; V. W. Bro. Coote M.

Chambers re-elected G. Sec.

CALIFORNIA.

The Twenty-Sixth Annual Communication of this Grand Body convened in San

Francisco, October 12th, 1875.

M. W. Bro. George C. Perkins, presiding.

Total Lodges, 196; Membership, 11,463; Lodges represented, iSi.

We should be glad to give the address of G. M. Perkins, entire. It is a good

document, and could be studied with profit by every craftsman of our Jurisdiction.

" The creed of a true Mason is to love all mankind, and, as far as in his power
lies to do good unto all, not alone by the mere giving of alms to those who are needy,

but to do good in every possible manner. If a brother is in the wrong, speak not of

his faults first to another, for no Mason has the right to speak ill of a brother when
he is not present, however true that which he may say. He should go to him, and,

with words of love and kindness, remind him of his error, whisper to him good
counsel, and show to him that ' Great Light' whence he may glean wisdom lo direct

and strength to assist him in resisting the many temptations by which he is constantly

surrounded, and thus win him back to the path of duty and honor.

" No man's religious opinions are in any way interfered with by his assuming the

obligations of a Mason. On the subject of religion or politics his Lodge claims no
jurisdiction over him. This assurance is given him before he sees the light by which
all true Masons work, and this promise is jealously guarrled as one of the tenets of

the Order throughout every step of his advancement in the ancient Craft. In times

past the Order has been maligned and persecuted by those who, through prejudice,

were blinded to its good work. Even during the past year one great religious asso-

ciation has raised its voice, as a body, against the Order of Masonry, and ostracised



A'-III APPENDIX.

those of its members who held fellowship with us. While we must condemn this

unwarrantable bigotn,-, we recognize and pay all homage to the many acts of charity

and benevolence extended to those in distress by the disciples of that Church, and

we would not tarnish, by word or thought, the lustre of that bright star of promise

awaiting to reward those who have, by their vows, devoted their lives to her service,

administering to those in affliction, and comforting the unfortunate. As -Masonrv"-

remembers this, it forgets the wrong they would do it. 'With malice toward none

and charity for all" it raises not its voice against its aggressor, but quietly pursues

its mission of doing good to all. It does not array itself against any religion or pro-

claim itself a substitute therefor, but it inculcates the divine maxim of ' love thv

neighbor as thyself.' Upon this broad platform all creeds can stand, and every sect,

denomination, and nationality join hands in administering to purposes of human
benefaction.

We think that that " Great Religious Association " can learn som_ething from

Masonry.

We quote hi? decisions

—

1. "During the year a large number of questions upon Masonic law and usage

have been submittecl for my opinion, the most of which have been answered by

reference to our comprehensive revised Constitution and to the decisions of my
learned predecessors which have been ratified by the Grand Lodge. In my research

for these various authorities 1 have realized the great want to the Craft of a proper

compilation of a Masonic code, and, should the Grand Lodge not deem it expedient

to authorize the publication of such a work, I hope that some brother may see

sufficient inducement to undertake the task as a private enterprise, as I feel assured

that a careful and proper compilation of the various decisions of former Grand

Masters, and all authoritative reports of the Committees on Jurisprudence, enunciat-

ing principles which have become a part of the regulations and edicts of this Grand

Lod^Te, would be of great value to the Fraternity and receive a substantial indorse-

ment from the members of the Craft. I submit for your consideration a few of the

many questions which I have answered during the past year, as the decisions which

had theretofore been made, beaiing upon the points at issue, it was claimed were not

applicable to the cases presented.

2. " I have been asked whether a Lodge has the right to pass a resolution refusing

admission to any Master Mason in good standing, who is not a member of the Lodge,

at either a stated or called meeting ' I answered that I did not know of any law

that would prevent a Lodge from passing such a resolution, but that I did very much
question the propriety of its doing so, as the Master of a Lodge is the proper person,

when objections are made to the admission of a visiting brother, to decide thereupon,

as it is his dutv to see that no discord or confusion be permitted to enter his Lodge,

if he can prevent it.

3.
" I have also had occasion to say that, when a special meeting relating to the

business of a particular Lodge was under discussion, I thought it quite proper that

the Master should inform all brethren present, not members, that they could have

permission to retire, the members desiring to commune alone upon matters relating to

their own Masonic family. In this connection I would urge upon you to remember

the courtesy that is due to each brother whom you have admitted as a visitor to your

Lodge. Let him feel that, although perhaps a stranger among strangers before you

admitted him. now he is to receive a cheerful and hearty welcome and be made to

feel as though friendship had been formed and affection strengthened by many years"

acquaintance, and that he can, with the utmost confidence, counsel and advise with

those around them.

4. "A member o| a Lodge, whose dues were peid in full, made application for a

• dimit.' The Lodge granted only a certificate of withdrawal. The brother refused
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to accept such certificate, saying that it was not what he wanted, as the paper which
had heretofore been known as a 'dimit ' in this jurisdiction contained a recommenda-
tory certificate The Lodge, however, said that a dimit, according to Mackey, was
a certificate of withdrawal, and that, if the brother had wanted a recommendatory
certificate, he should have so stated in his letter making the application for a dimit,

and it declined to give the recommendatory certificate or recognize him longer as a

member of the Lodge. I decided that when the brother asked for a dimit he wanted
a recommendatory certificate of withdrawal, which alone would enable him to

affiliate with another Lodge in this jurisdiction, and if 'the Lodge refused to give

him this recommendatory dimit, the brother would remain a member thereof, for 'if

he ask for bread will ye give him a stone ? ' Had he desired to simply withdraw, he
could have done so by paying his dues in full and giving notice of that fact to the

Lodge, without any action being necessary on its part.

" I have been asked, if a brother petition for affiliation with a Lodge and in due
time is elected a member, and the secretary fails to notify him of his election until

six months afterward, when the brother signed the bylaws, whether his dues to the

Lodge commenced from the date of his election or the date of signing. I answered
that his dues commenced from the date of his election, as from that time he was
entitled to ?11 the benefits and privileges of the Lodge, and his own negligence, or

the carelessness of the Secretary, should net relieve him from sharing his portion of
the burden.

5. " I have also decided that in case of the death of any officer of a Lodge, the

Master has the right to appoint, pro tempore, to fill the vacancy during the unexpired
term ; and that, in case of a vacancy in the officr: of Treasurer, the Master is the
proper custodian of the Lodge funds until such vacancy is filled."

In regard to No. 2, we say, emphatically, A'io. Although there may be no local

law on the subject, nevertheless there is a fraternal law that utters unqualified con-

demnation. As we understand Masonry, the right of visitation "is inherent. This

right cannot be impaired except for good cause. When I appiv for admission, to a

Lodge, the first question to determine, is my Masonic character. If found worthy, I

am entitled to all fraternal courtesies, including the right of visitation
;
provided

there is no objection on the part of any brother, member of the Lodge ; even then,

it is the right and duty of the Master to determine the validity of the objection.

" I have approved quite a large number of amendments to the by-laws of Lodges,
and in a few cases have declined to approve those submitted to me for reasons which
I deemed sufficient. In two instances have I given my approval contrary to my own
judgment. 1 should have withheld it until I had submitted them to you for your
action, had not the precedent been established by the approval of similar amendments
from other Lodges in former years. One case was the increasing of the fee for

degrees to one hundred dollars and of the affiliation fee to twenty-five dollars. The
other case increased the affiliatii)n fee to twenty dollars. These amendments are in

striking contrast with the great majority of amendments adopted bv other Lodges,
which have reduced the fee for degrees to the minimum rate fixed by the Constitu-
tion, and have entirely abolished the affiliation fee or fixed it at the nominal sum of
one dollar. This is, I think, more in harmony with the true spirit of our Order. It

is not money that commends a man to become a Mason, and nothing bearing a
resemblance to a golden barrier should be placed to guard the entrance ; for when
one knocks at the door of Masonry the first time for admission, in search of that
light which may be revealed to him, let a strict examination prove that he is worthy
and well qualified to receive the truths there imparted, and that, if elected a member,
he will not only conform to all the rules and regulations of the Lodge, but his
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presence will add dignity and reputation to the institution. There should be some-
thing really good in each applicant to insure his election. Let the same standard
apply to a sojourning brother who desires to unite with a Lodge and become a

member of that particular Masonic family. Invite him to enter and become an active

working member and assist in the great work you have to perform, providing he
brings no discord with him and you find him in all respects worthy. But if the

Lodge can receive no credit by his association, say it in that manner which shall

convince him that his conduct is open to criticism, and that before he can become a

member he must give further proof of his fidelity to the Craft. But do not make, as

a condition for a favorable consideration of his application, a high affiliation fee."

We call particular attention to the following :

—

" The following amendment to the by-laws of one of our city Lodges was adopted

a few months since :

—

" There shall also be paid as dues by each member, upon the death of a member
of the Lodge, the sum of one dollar

;
provided, that those members who attend the

funeral, or who, in consequence of illness or absence from the city, shall be unable
to attend, may be excused by the Lodge from such payment.

" I was pleased to give this amendment my approval, believing that its effect

would be to bring many of our brethren, who have been derelict in the performance
of ttieir duty in not attending Masonic funerals, to a realizing sense of its import-

ance. Let us remember that it is the last tribute of respect which we can ever

render to the departed, and that no trivial excuse should keep us away,' as but a

short season will elapse when we, too, shall be called upon to pay the last great debt

of nature, from which there is no exemption of age or rank or station. There is a

common doom appointed for all. Then let us so perform ihese last sad offices to the

dead that we may hope and expect that some brother's friendly hand will be near,

when our summons shall arrive, to assist in consigning us to the dust from whence
we came."

This is something new, and worth consideration :

—

" The Grand Lodge has heretofore fully indicated its disapproval of advertising,

Masonically, one's business; and I think that the time has arrived when some decided

action should be taken to prevent Masons from using any Masonic signs, names, or

emblems in their private business enterprises, either as individuals or as an associa-

tion, which may induce the public to believe that such enterprises were conducted,

maintained, or sanctioned by the Fraternity. The only conceivable object Masons
can have in thus parading their connection with the Order, is to obtain a credit or

patronage which otherwi.ie they would not receive. Such conduct is clearly unma-

sonic, and destroys the beauty and objects of the Order. It is well known that there

is in this city a private corporation called the " Masonic Savings and Loan Bank."

From its name, the location of its office, and the fact that all its officers are Masons,

it is popularly believed, and not without reason, that the institution is not only a part

of the Order, but that it is maintained for the benefit thereof and is guaranteed

thereby. It must be evident to all that if misfortune, however honestly they may be

managed, should overtake these private enterprises, not only would odium be cast

upon the Fraternity, but it would injure it to an inconceivable extent. To prevent

this possible calamity, a law should be enacted forbidding every Mason from using

Masonic names, signs, or emblems in his private business, or by any corporation or

association in which he is interested, and a severe penalty should be fixed for its

violation."

When we see a Mason using the fraternity for mercenary considerations, we put

him down as a fraud. Stamp them out.
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There are a class of brethren who seem to be under the impression that Masonry

was organized for their particular benefit. Clothed in its livery, they go about doing

their brethren—or somebody else—they don't care whom.

The report of Bro. Sh.AEFKER, Grand Lecturer, gives encouraging reports from a

large majority of Lodges. Some in the Mountain Districts, owing to the migratory

character of their populations, are difficult to sustain.

We have perused with much interest the Oration of W. Bro. Henry Huntley
Haight, late Governor of California. We give its conclusion :

—

" The tendency to venerate ancient institutions is doubtless one of the chief attrac-

tions of Masonry. It is not a plant of yesterday, but a tree whose mossy trunk and
giant growth speak to us of past ages. Kings have participated in its ceremonies,

and men greater than kings have adorned its annals. If, however, its only merit was
age its destiny would be decay. Age alone contains no principle of immortality,

and if Masonry had nothing but its ancient origin to recommend it, there would be

no sound reason to expect that it would survive, much less that it would grow. Those
are talismanic words im]3lied in its organization,

—

Liberty, Equality, Fraternity

,

—
terms often elsewhere grossly abused, but in the Order of Free and Accepted
Mhsons full of real and practical significance, because one of its first lessons is resist-

ance to despotism, both ecclesiastical and civil ; and the instructive antagonism
between Masonry and ecclesiasticism is the most emphatic testimony to the spirit of

personal LIBERTY which is one of the distinguishing traits of the Order. Equality—
not by lowering, but by elevating to a common platform, where all meet on the level

with equal rights and duties, and equal claims to mutual respect, if faithful to the

obligations voluntarily assumed. Fr.a.ternity—in whose bonds the most ancient

and inveterate prejudices are melted in the solvent of brotherly intercourse, and the

heirs of the most ancient civilization join hands with the missionaries of the youngest,
and Hebrew and Gentile, Celt and Saxon, men of the most diverse origin and nation-

ality, meet in the interchange of kindly offices and furnish some evidence of the

possibility of the attainment of a true brotherhood of man.

" These are grand lessons—impressively taught by its origin and history, but they
are not all. It teaches the force of associated action, the inestimable value of union
in a good cause, the superiority of harmony over discord, and the power of com-
bined benevolence. It furnishes a noble and inspiring lesson of the worth and
dignity of labor, because in the toil of operative masonry which reared in the middle
ages some of the grandest edifices ever conceived by human genius, and in the
migration of architects and builders from place to place, where such works were to

be executed, the Order of Free and Accepted Masons had its grov^'th and develop-
ment, if not its origin, and the whole spirit of its precepts and ceremonies is to e.xalt

and dignify that intelligent labor which has adorned all civilized lands with monu-
ments of its skill only less majestic and enduring than the granite monuments reared
in the beginning by the hand of the Great Architect and Father of all—devout
reverence for whose Being and filial trust in whose Providence is taught from first to

last in every stage and degree of progress in the mysteries of the Craft.

" Like all human institutions, while it has these and other uses, it is not absolutely
exempt from abuse. Its obligations do not release any man from his duties of citi-

zen'^hip, nor, if projjerly regarded, can they conflict with those duties to any extent
whatever. A judge on the bench deciding causes-— a juror in the jury box, sworn
to look only at the law and the evidence—a witness on the witness st.ind, pledged to

tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth—a voter bound upon his

honor and .conscience to cast his ballot for the most worthy candidate for his suffrage

—will find no embarrassment in the discharge of those high duties from any Masonic
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obligation; nor will any intelligent Mason of any creed, find in Masonry a substi-

tute for or aught antagonistic to religious faith. It is only in its perversion that

these things could ever be found. Its true spirit is to incite to greater fidelity in the

discharge of every duty, religious, political and social, and thereby to aid in estab-

lishing upon more lasting foundations that noble edifice of civil and religious liberty,

reared by the toil and sacrifices of our fathers, which it devolves upon us to preserve

and transmit to our posterity."

The report of the Committee on Correspondence, by Bro. W. A J.\NUARY,

though brief, it is concise and interesting. Illinois receives fraternal notice.

John Mills Brown, elected M. W. G. M; Alexander G. Abell, re-elected

G. Sec.

CANADA.

The Twenty-first Annual Communication of this Grand Body convened in the

city of Ottawa, July 12, of the present year.

M. W. Bro. J.
KiRKPATRiCK Kerr, presiding.

In his address he makes very fraternal allusion to M. W. Bro. Aldis Bernard,

Past Grand Master, deceased, who died at San Jose, California, whither he had gone,

some months since, in search of health. He was much beloved by his brethren,

and highly esteemed by his neighbors, who made him Chief Magistrate of the city

of Montreal for the year 1874. His remains were brought home and interred with

Masonic honors.

Fifteen dispensations have been granted for the formation of new Lodges.

With the exception of " Eden Lodge," U. D., located in London, the Craft are

working in harmony.

It appears that the Grand Lodge, because of some factious violations of law by this

new Lodcre, declined to issue a charter ; whereupon a number of brethren organized

themselves into " The Grand Lodge of Ancient Free and Accepted Masons of

Ontario." The declaration of these secessionists bears date Feb. 10, 1876 and is

as follows :

—

TO all whom it may concern :

" Where.\S, we, the undersigned, are members of the Ancient and Honorable

Order of Ancient Free and Accepted Masons
;

"And whereas, there exists no regularly constituted Grand Lodge of our said

Ancient Order for the Province of Ontario, and we are desirous of organizing and

constituting such a Grand Lodge of Ancient Free and Accepted Masons of Ontario;
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"And we hereby declare and express our desire to become incorporated under the

Act passed in the Thirty-seventh year of Her Majesty's reign, entitled an Act respect-

ing Benevolent, Provident and other Societies.

" The name of the society shall be, ' The Grand Lodge of Ancient Free and
Accepted Masons of Ontario.'

" The purposes and objects of our Order and Society, are the practice of benevo-

lence and charity, to relieve the sick and distressed, and comfort the mourner, and
to disseminate true Masonic knowledge in all its branches and degrees.

" The principal and managing officers are, and shall be : The Most Worshipful
Grand Master ; The Right Worshipful Deputy Grand Master ; The Right Worshipful
Grand Senior Warden ; The Right Worshipful Grand Junior Warden ; The Right
Worshipful Grand Secretary.

" The following brethren shall fill the said several offices, until an election shall be
held as hereinafter provided : Brother Francis Westlake, Most Worshipful
Grand Master ; Brother John Robert Peel, Right Worshipful Deputy Grand
Master; Biother William Hatten Street, Right Worshipful Grand Senior

Warden; Brother James Francis Latimer, Right Worshipful Grand Junior
Warden; Brother William Weir Fitzgerald, Right Worshipful Grand Secretary.

" The Society shall meet once in each year at such time and place in Ontario, as

the Society shall hereinafter from time to time at the annual meeting appoint, and
at such other times as the Most Worshipful Grand Master shall deem it necessary to

call the brethren together to transact any business pertaining to the management and
welfare of the Order.

" The officers shall be elected at the annual meeting in each year.

" The Masters and Past Masters of Lodges, and the Wardens for the time being
of Lodges under the jurisdiction of this Grand Lodge shall be entitled to be admitted

to the meetings of Grand Lodge and to vote on all questions including the elections

of officers.

"The election of officers shall be by ballot, any other questions that the Grand
Lodge shall hereafter decide on, to be voted by ballot, shall be voted on by ballot.

The Society may, from time to time, by a resolution at any meeting regularly

called, appoint any other officers that may be deemed necessary, and at the same
time declare that such officers shall thereafter be elected or appointed at the annual
meeting. So soon as may be convenient, the Grand Master shall call the brethren

together to frame and adopt a constitution, by-laws and rules of order for the gov-
ernment and management of the Society, the same not being contrary to law or the

provisions hereof.

(Signed), F. Westlake,
Jno. R. Peel,
W. H. Street,

J. F. Latimer,
W. W. Fitzgerald.

This declaration was promptly followed by an edict of the Grand Master, dated

February 22d, expelling the following revolutionists :

" Whereupon it was moved by R. W. Bro. W. H. Weller, seconded by R. W.
Bro. S. B. Harman, and unanimously resolved,

That this Grand Lodge hereby declare that the following brethren, namely :

Bro. Francis Westlake, of London, P. M. St. George's Lodge No. 42.

Bro. Jno. R. Peel, of London, P. M. Kilwinning Lodge No. 64.

Bro. William H. Street, of London, M. M. Kilwinning Lodge No. 64.

Bro. James F. Latimer, of London, M. M. St. Mark's Lodge No. 94.
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Bio. William W. Fitzgerald, of London, M. M. Kilwinning Lodge No. 64.

Bto. David M. Bowman, of London, M. M. St. John's Lodge No. 209A.

Bio. William D. McGloghlon, of London, P. M." Albion Lodge No. 80.

Bro. Stillman P. Gioat, of London, M. M. (late of) Durham Lodge No. 66.

Bio. Charles A. Cunover, of London, W. M. Kilwinning Lodge No. 64.

Bio. fohn H. Ley, of London, M. M. Kilwinning Lodge No. 64.

Bro. Peter Grant, of London, M. M. Kilwinning Lodge No. 64
Bro. William T. l-^dge, of London, M. M. Spartan Lodge No. 176.

Bro. George M. Beecher, of London, M. M, Kilwinning Lodge No. 64.

Bro. Ldward K. Slater, of London, M. M. Kilwinning Lodge No. 64.

Bro Joseph W. Jones, of London, M. M. Kilwinning Lodge No. 64.

Bro. George Wrigley, of London, iVI. iVl. St. John's Lodge No. 20.

Bro. George Jackson, of London, M. M. (late of) St. John's Lodge No. 20.

Bro. Alexander A Boston, of London, M. M. Prince of Wales Lodge No 171.

Bro. William E. Smith, of St. Thomas, M. M. St. David's Lodge No. 302.

!5ro. G. W. H. Davis, of St. Thomas, M. M. Springfield Lodge No 259.

Bro. James D. McCnsh, of Lucan, M. M. Irving Lodge No. 154.

Bro. Donald J.
McCosh, of Lucan, M. M. Irving Lodge No. 154.

Bro. Thomas Hossack, of Lucan. M. M. St. John's Lodge No. 68.

Bro. Samuel C. Hersey, of Lucan, M. M. King Hiram Lodge No. 37.

Bro. Edward Mara, of Lucan, M. M St. James Lodge No. 73.

Bro- Lawrence Cohen, of Toronto, P. M. Antiquity Lodge. Montreal.

Bro. Mark .Solomon, of Toronto, M. M. Wilson Lodge No. 86.

Bro. Edward Meek of Toronto, M. M.
Bro. James J. Hall, of St. Marys, M M. St. James Lodge No. 73.

Bro. Joseph Iredale, of St. Marys, M. M. St. James Lodge No. 73.

Bro. William L. Judson, of London, M. M. Tecumseh Lodge No. 245.

Bre. Oliver J. Bridle, of London, E. A ' Eden Lodge," late U. D.

Bro. Daniel Turner, of London, E. A " Eden Lodge," late U. D.

Bro. Thomas R. Barton, of London, E. A. " Eden Lodge," late U. D.

Bro. Joseph B. Sabine, of London, E A. " Eden Lodge," late U. D.

Bro D. M J Hagarty, of London, E. A. " Eden Lodge," late U. D.

Bro. Thomas S. Minton, of London, E. A. " Eden Lodge," late U. D.

Bro. Peter Smith, of London, E. A. " Eden Lodge," late U. D.

Bro. George T. Hisco.x, of London, E. A. " Eden Lodge," late U. D.

Bro. Wm. Wallace Oakes, of St. Thomas, M. M. (late of) Spartan Lodge No. 176.

Bro. Theodore H. McConnell, of London, M. M. King Hiram Lodge No. 37
Thomas Anderson, of Toronto and Thornhill, M. M. Ashlar Lodge No. 247.

having been duly called at the portals of Grand Lodge, and having failed to answer

or appeal, are hereby severally excluded and expelled from all the rights, benefits and

privileges of Freemasonry, of which all Lodges and Masons will take notice, and

govern themselves accordingly.

In addition to the foregoing, the following were suspended until the next session

of the Grand Lodge :

Bro. Owen G. Coilamore, of London, M. M. Barton Lodge No. 6.

Bro. George Gray, of London, M. M. Kilwinning Lodge No. 64.

Bro. Chas. W. Graham, of London, M. M. (late of) Prince of Wales Lodge No.

171.

Bro. Miles A. Wright, of London, M. M. Bothwell Lodge No. 179.

Bro M. Morris, of Toronto, M. M.
Bro. Frederick Smith, of Toronto, M. M.

It is quite possible that the creations of these expelled Masons may knock at the

doors of Grand Lodges fifty or one hundred years hence, and tind friendly listeners



MASONIC CORRESPONDENCE. XV

to their appeals for recognition, on the ground that they " practice the same Rites and

Ceremonies" of legitimate organizations. The agent of the " Cynosure " should be

prompt to visit that " Eden." Some of our Ohio brethren might be benefited by a

pilgrimage to the same locality.

No statistical tables are furnished, but we find 220 Lodges represented.

COLORADO.

An emergent Communication of this Grand Body convened at Boulder, Septem-

ber 20, last, to lay the Corner Stone of the Territorial University.

The Fifteenth Annual Communication was held at Denver, the dgy following.

M. W. Bro. Webster D. Anthony, G. M. ; R. W. Bro. Ed. C. Parmelee,

G. Sec.

M. W. Bro. Anthony was succeeded by M. W. Bro. Oscar H. Henry, G. M.
;

R. W. Bro. Ed. C. Parmelee re-elected G. Sec.

Twelve Lodges were represented.

Total membership of 19 Lodges 1,204.

Our sister Grand Lodge has suffered the loss of six subordinate bodies, in conse-

quence of the organization of contiguous Grand Lodges. One Lodge surrendered

its charter.

The address of M. W. Bro. Anthony was brief, and devoted exclusively to local

matters. It exhibits a fair prosperity, and assures us of harmony throughout

the jurisdiction. We quote

—

"In May last I received a communication from St. Vrain Lodge, enclosing a

copy of request from a brother member of that Lodge, asking for a demit therefrom
;

or, \n case a demit i)e not granted, that he i^e siispeuded for non payment of dues.

His request was to lie made an tinajfi/iafed Mason. I replied to the Lodge that no
demit could be granted, unless the brother staterl that he desired to unite with some
other Lodge, or was about to remove from the jurisdiction This 1 understand to

be our present law. The only reason assigned by the brother, in his written request,

was that he desired to become an «/;f/^/?V7M/ yJ/(7,w;;. Had the law provided for

his case, I should cheerfully say give him his papers ; and while we may regret the

loss of so active (?) a brother, the Fraternity would still exist."

The above is a fair sample of a large majority of non-affiliates, upon whom some

eminent brethren expressed so much sympathy. We believe that a brother " square

on the books," should be allowed to depart at his pleasure. We do not want

brethren in a Lodge who want to get away. I/Ctthem go ; they came of their " own

free will," and when they want to sever their connection, why question their motives.
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The following from their By-Laws

—

Sec. 79. " No non-affiliated Mason shall be allowed to visit any Lodge in this

jurisdiction more than twice before he shall petition a Lodge for membership.
Should the petition of any non-affiliated Mason for membership be rejected, such

brother may visit any Lodge, no objection being made by the members thereof, for

one year thereafter. All non-affiliated Masons who have not made application for

membership within one year, and all Masons stricken off for non payment of dues,

shall be deprived of all the rights and benefits of Masonry."

CONNECTICUT.

The Eic'hty-Eighth Annual Communication convened in Hartford, January 19,

1876.

Lodges Represented, iio; Total Lodges, 116; Membership, 15,131.

The address of Grand Ma.'^ter Wm. Wallace Lee is one of the best that it has

been our pleasure to examine. In regard to new Lodges, he expresses a growing

conviction

—

" We have now quite a number of weak I.,odges that find it a hard struggle to

maintain themselves. Might it not be better to remove some of them to more pros-

perous localities, rather than to charter new ones? This has been our custom in

the past ; more than twenty of the subordinates having been removed from their

orif'inal chartered localities, as the good of the Craft and their own interest seemed

to demand. Have we not been too anxious in the past to increase the nunibet of

our Lodges ; should we not be careful in the future ? I hope you will consider this

matter carefully before acting."

Under the head of indistinct By-Laws, he says

—

" Some eight or ten years since, Mr. RonERT SwANSTON, a resident and voter

in New Britain, offered his petition to Harmony Lodge and was rejected. In 1874

Mr. SwANSTON visited his parents in Ireland, and during his visit was. he says,

solicited to make application there to be made a Mason, and, on being informed

that there was no law to prevent it,—and he had a perfect right so to do— made
such application, was accepted and made a Master Mason in Glenarm Lodge No.

45, on the registry of the Grand Lodge of Ireland Mr. Sw.\NSTON has furnished

me a copy of the Constitution and By-Laws of the Grand Lodge of Ireland, and

also of the By-Laws of Glenarm Lodge No. 45 ; and according to those he had a

right so 10 do. On his return to New Britain he asked permission to visit Harmony
Lodge No. 20 but was refused. He came to see me, stated his case, and produced

his diploma and other documents. I told him I had no power to compel any Lodge

to admit him. According to the fifth paragraph of the fifth chapter of our juris-

prudence. Mr. SwANSTON is a regular made Mason. By the twenty-fifth per-

manent resolution of this Grand Lodge, found on page 22, it is made the duty of a

Lodge, where a person residing in their jurisdiction should obtain the degrees of

Masonry during a temporary absence, in violation of the regulations of this Grand
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Lodge, to prefer charges and try him. By the thirty-fifth bydaw, found on page
i6, it is provided "that no Lodge shall lecognize as a Mason any resident of this

State, who, with a knowledge of this by-law, may, during a temporary absence

therefrom, receive the degrees of Masonry without the consent of the f^odge within

whose jurisdiction he resides; and any brother who shall hold Masonic intercourse

with one who may have so received the degrees, shall be excluded from all Masonic
privileges in this State." Here is the difficulty in this case. Mr. Swanston says he
knew nothing of this by-law. I think it would be difficult, if not impossible, to

prove that he did. The saving clause of this bylaw practically makes it of no
effect. It will be remembered by those who were members of the Grand Lodge
when this by-law was amended, that I opposed it, and pointed out what the result

would be ; that it would leave the matter so that any one who desired could leave

the State, go where he pleased, obtain the degrees of Masonry, come home and
claim recognition as a Mason, because in the nature of the case it would be almost
impossible to prove that he did know of this by-law ; that should any such person
say he did not know of it, his statement must be accepted unless we could find seme
one who would say that he had taken pains to inform the person of this by-law.

According to the precedent set in the case of Charles W. Bradley (and the

circumstances are" very similar) and according to our own jurisprudence, Mr.
Svv.ANSTON is a regular Mason and must be recognized as such; nor pan he be tried

for doing as he has, because he is protected by the stultifying clause of the thirty-

fifth by-law. Of course, no Lodge can be compelled to admit him as a visitor; but

it seems plain that we are effectually estopped by our own legislation from disciplin-

ing him until he commits some offense against the civil or Masonic law."

We have never taken any pleasure in contemplating the law ol perpetual jurisdic-

tion. In most of the jurisdictions of our country it is held, that a rejected applicant

for the degrees is in perpetual bondage to the Lodge which rejected him. We think

it an assumption—nothing more, and without one particle of equitable justification.

These restrictions are the result of a plethora legislation :

" I have but little legislation to recommend to you ; in fact, I think we have had a

surplus of it in the past few years ; and here permit me to quote from the address of

Bro. Joseph Chapman, Grand Master of Iowa, at its thirty-first annual communi-

cation, June 1st, 1874:

" It is a consummation devoutly to be wished, that not only our own, but other

Grand Lodges in this country, would learn that a Mason, be he an Entered Appren-
tice. Fellow Craft, or Master Mason, has rights of which he cannot be deprived at

their behest, without a fair hearing and the judgment of his brethren ; and the sooner
we recognize this fact, the sooner will we free ourselves from unfair and therefore

unmvisonic legislation.

" I might cite many cases which have made us to worry and fret over vexed
questions of law vs. decisions and practice in this jurisdiction, but will desist, satisfied

that yuu have sufficient to arouse you to thought and I trust to action, in this matter,

for rest assured that 'to law making there is no end,' that we are being walled about
on all sides with modern jurisprudence, which, like a besom of destruction, is

sweeping over the body Masonic, and will most assuredly work the quietus of the
order unless a short stop, a stone wall of noble hearts and determined wills are
raised against those who are interposing their opinions and adjusting this and that to

suit ihtir fancy, adding here a little and there a little until one can scarcely deter-

mine, without consulting the statute, his Masonic standing or his rights in the order.

Let us have more of Masonry and less of fuss and feathers about Masonic jurispru-

dence.
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" Two things are greatly needed in the Masonic world. First, we want to curtail

the law. A little law is a good thing, because it is essential to a wise administration

of justice. Second, we want to curtail the Masonic lawyers, because Masonry is a

law unto herself, therefore has little or no need of them. Solon compared the

people to the sea, and the orators and counsellors to the winds, for that the sea would
be calm and quiet if the winds did not disturb it. Herein is the gist of the whole
matter. We may not have a surplus of orators, but to counselors there is no end,

and as a natural consequence we have a superabundance of law, and turn which
way we will we are confronted with Masonic jurisprudence, until we are free to

confess 'it becomes a mischief, and determines in a curse' to the institution. We
have suffered the usages of the order to be manipulated by cunning fingers, until our

prerogative to enjoy Masonry in these latter days is predicated solely upon cash,

thereby crushing out, and worst of all, crowding out, first, the nobler qualities of the

heart, second, the brother who has not the wherewithal to pay his dues.

" The same complaint substantially comes from all quarters. The tendency of

late years, in other jurisdictions as well as our own, has been towards centralization ;

to treat the subordinate Lodges as. if their members were children, incompetent to

manage their own affairs or conduct business properly. I referred last year to the

doctrine of j^erpetual allegiance (or perpetual jurisdiction, as some say the term

should be) ; but I freely confess that I am so obtuse and thick-headed, that I cannot

understand how there can be perpetual jurisdiction on one side or part without any

allegiance on the other. A. C. T. PlERSON, the brightest Masonic writer in all the

Northwest, says, speaking of this doctrine, ' that it is a new fangled notion, exclu-

sively American ;' while J. H. Drummond, of Maine, snys it cannot be defended by

any ancient regulation. I have never been able to find any rule or ancient regulation

which supports it. Even Mackey, its author, and ablest advocate, nowhere quotes

any law or ancient rule, save this one, which provides substantially that no brother

shall interfere with a brother's work which has been assigned to him— a rule

eminently wise and proper, but which has no relevancy to this subject. We might

with just as much propriety incorporate into our moral code that portiop of the

mosaic sanitary law which prohibited pork eating, and exact compliance therewith.

Let us carry this principle into civil and social life and sec how it would operate.

What would we think if our State should adopt a regulation or a law providing that

no one should be admitted an elector who had ever applied for that privilege in any

other State or nation, and had been refused, without the consent of the State or

nation so refusing ? Or what would be thought ot a Church which should incor-

porate such a provision into its articles, defining its qualifications for membership ?

To state the thing is to show its absurdity. It would be only one step further in the

same direction for a Lodge to claim perpetual jurisdiction over all who have ever

resided within its limits. I am well aware it is said that any Lodge will willingly

yield jurisdiction over any such rejected candidate who has removed to another

locality; but this is a mistake, as any one can readily satisfy himself who will take

pains to do so. Every person should stand for what he is worth morally and

mentally in the community where he resides. If our term of probation is not long

enough we can lengthen it as much as may be deemed necessary ; but I hope we
shall abandon at once and forever this doctrine which has been incorporated into our

laws from hateful despotisms, and furnishes such a convenient method for the gratifi-

cation of personal spite and petty animosity."

We: have nothing more to add.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON RY-LAWS RELATING TO DUES.

To the M. W. Grand Lodge of Connecticut :

" Your Committee on By-laws to whom was referred the recommendations of the

M. W. Grand Master, relating to dues, would respectfully beg leave to report, that

after due deliberation, we are unanimously of the opinion that the system in vogue
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in this jurisdiction, for the collection of dues and assessment is subject to grave

objections.

" Since the present system was inaugurated, the returns from th^ subordinate

Lodges reveal the alarming fad, that nearly twelve hundred members have been

dropped from the roll for non payment of dues.

" Your Commiltee would therefore respectfully submit to the favorable considera-

tion of the Grand Lodge, the following resolution:

''Resolved, That the several Lodges in this jurisdiction be, and they are hereby

authorized and empowered at any stated communication, upon good cause shown

and upon such terms as may be just, by a majority vote, rescind the resolution,

striking a member from the roll for non-payment of dues, upon the application of

such mem1)er in writing, at any time within two (2) years thereafter; provided such

member shall not, in the meanwhile, have become a member of another Lodge.

"This resolution shall apply to all members, heretofore stricken from the roll,

whether the period above limited in which such application can be made, has

expired or not.

''Resolved, That any brother who shall hereafter, or may have been heretofore

stricken from the roll of any subordinate Lodge in this jurisdiction, shall not be

permitted to visit any Lodge in this Stale while under such disability.

"'Resolved, That no Master Mason, in this jurisdiction, of twenty-one (2i) years'

good and i-egular standing, shall be subject to discipline for non-payment of dues.

"Resolved, That the several Lodges m this jurisdiction be, and they are hereby

recommended to restore to full membership, without payment of arrearages, any

member who at the time of being so stricken from the roll, was of twenty-one

years' good and regular standing.

"Resolved, That the foregoing resolutions be published among the permanent
resolutions of the Grand Lodge."

See " Michigan."

R. W. Bro. Wheeler submits the report on Masonic Correspondence.

M W. Bro. Edward B. Rowe. elected G. M.; R. W. Bro. Joseph K.

Wheeler, re-elected G. Sec.

DAKOTA.

The First Annual Communication of this Grand Lodge convened at Vermillion,

July 21, 1875.

Prior to this, June 22, a Convention was held at Elk Point, to take into consider-

ation the propriety of organizing a Grand Body. Five Lodges, working under

authority from the Grand Lodge of Iowa, were represented. Among other proceed-

ings, we find the following

—
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" Resolved, That this Convention deem it expedient, for the good of Masonry,

that a Grand Lodge be organized for Dakota."

M. W. Bro. T. A. BROVViN was elected G. M. ; R. W. Bro Mark W. Bailey,

G. Sec.

M. W. Bro. T. S. Parvin, P. G. M. of Iowa, constituted the Lodge and installed

its officers July 21, 1875, '•'' 'he presence of the representatives of six subordinate

bodies.

We wish our brethren of Dakota every success.

DELAWx^RE.

The Sixty-Ninth Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of Delaware

convened at Wilmington, Oct 6, 1S75.

M. W. John P. Allmond, presiding.

Lodges Represented, 21 ; total Lodges, 28; Membership, 1,167.

The address of the G. M. is brief. In conclusion, he says :

" I have had my attention called to the fearful strides intemperance is making upon
members of the (Jraft in this jurisdiction, and have been asked, time and again, to

call your attention to the fact. Brethren, my reply has always been, Masonry is

not a temperance society, though temperance is one of our cardinal virtues. Tem-
perance lectures will do a drunkard no good, he must be brought to his senses by
something more powerful than a mere lecture. He must be taught that, if he
claims the right to go to ruin himself, he shall not drag his Lodge down with him,

and cast reflection on the whole fabric of Free Masonry. You will ask how shall

we prevent this? I answer that the remedy lays with yourselves. In making the

selection of officers for your Lodges, select tlie best men you have, and be ])arlicu-

larly careful in your selection of Junior Warden, whose duty it is to superintend

the Craft whilst at refreshments; it is he who has charge of the Craft from the

moment the Lodge is closed until it is opened again. The duties of the Junior

Warden are such that it requires more than ordinary vigilance, and great strength of

character, to perform them. It is his duty to see that temperance, fortitude, charity,

and a tongue of good report shall prevail among the Fraternity, and when these and
other cardinal principles, well known among you, are perverted or set aside, it is his

duty—his obligaticni, to bring the offending brother to a speedy trial before his

Lodge. On the Junior Warden depends the watchful care and superintendence of

the whole fabric of Free Masonry, while the Ijrethren are at refreshments, while

they are performing the various complex functions pertaining to human existence, he

shall have over them an ever watchful eye. Then be sure to select a Junior

Warden that has the courage to perform the duties of his office ; let him first

' admonish a fallen brother ' and try to reclaim him from his folly, and, if he fails

in this, prefer charges against him, and prosecute them to the end, that the Lodge
may be purged. Look well to the south, my brethren.
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'* Having spoken in reference to the duties of the junior Warden, I have thought

it would not be out of place to say a word tor the guidance of the Master in

appoiniing his committees on the petitions of applicants for initiation. The duties

of each member of such committee are manifold in number and iiig with importance.

As the superintending architect of a building would scrutinize closely stone from a

disreputable quarry, no matter by whom presented, he would examine it with

reference to its individual qualities. So the brother appointed upon an applicant's

petition, must proceed in a like cautious manner. Let the committee always bear in

mind that they represent the lodge that appointed them. You act for it—examine for

it—report to it—and, in a word, you really form opinion for its final action I would
recommend that no newly made Mason be placed upon such a committee. It

requires broad experience and ripe knowledge. I am of the opinion that the

interest of the Lodge would be advanced, if every such committee had a Past

Master at its head. The report made should not be simply ' favorable or unfavorable,"

but set forth the facts of the investigation, that all present may be enabled to form
an opinion of the Masonic qualities, or rather requisites, possessed by the applicant.

The present mode of making reports has led, will ever lead, to looseness m this all

important duty. It is to be hoped the Grand Lodge will give this matter full

consideration."

The transactions of the session were entirely of local interest.

The report of the Committee on Foreign Correspondence was presented by R. W.
Bro. Geo. W. Chaytor, P. D. G. M. We like the frank utterances of this brother.

He does not indulge in much circumlocution, in presenting an opinion.

He was elected Grand Master.

R. W. Bro. William S. Hayes re-elected G. Sec. .

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

Their published proceedings is a large volume, including one Semi-Annual, five

(5j Special and the Sixty-fifth (65) Annual Communication. The transactions of

these seven (7) assemblages are recorded on forty pages, including-title page, with 298
pages devoted to "Appendix," and 264 of these appropriated to Foreign Correspon-

dence.

M. W. Bro Isaac L. Johnson, presiding.

Lodges represented, 17 ; total Lodges, 20; Membership, 2,764.

The address of the G. M. opens with a fraternal allusion to the decease of several

brethren, including P. D. G. Masters James Stokes and Joseph W. Nairn.

He reports a few decisions, all of them founded in local law.

We entirely agiee with our M. W. Brother in the following :

" The section of the Grand Lodge constitution to which I have referred, as originally

adopted, reads as follows :
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" No Lodge shall expel or suspend a member for non-payment of dues ; but by a

vote of the Lodge he may be dropped from the roll, and upon payment of his

indebtedness to the time he was dropped his name shall be restored.' To which was
afterwards added as an amendment :

' If application be made within one year

from the date of his being dropped ; but after the expiration of that time he shall

only be admitted upon written application, which shall be referred to a committee,

and treated by the Lodge in the same manner as applicants for admission or affilia-

tion ; and if such application for renewal of membership be rejected, and no charges

are preferred against the brother, the Lodge, by a majority vote, may give him a

certificate that he has paid all indebtedness to the Lodge and ceased to be a member
thereof.'

" It is apparent, under this section, as it was originally adopted, no punishment or

penalty was intended to be inflicted for the non-payment of dues other than that of

dropping from Lodge roll, and a brother could at any time reinstate himself upon the

payment of his indebtedness ; but by the amendment, if he permit a year and a day

to expire before payment, for this sin of omission he is placed in a worse position

than a brother who has been regularly tried, convicted, and suspended from all the

rights and privileges of Masonry for the violation of some positive moral law or

Masonic regulation; for, in the case of a brother dropped from the roll for non-pay-

ment of dues, if he permit a year to go by, he must, in addition to the payment of

his indebtedness up to the time he was dropp-d, petition the Lodge, and stand, the

test of a unanimous ballot, while the brother who was tried and suspended for gross

unmasonic conduct may, under the provision of section 19 of the same article, be

restored to all his former Masonic rights and Lodge privileges by a majority vote.

" In my judgment, there is no reason or justice in such a discrimination, and I do

most sincerely hope that this Grand Lodge will adopt a more liberal regulation upon
this subject than the one now in force ; at least, place the brother whose Lodge
membership may have been forfeited by reason of some financial embarrassment, or

some unforeseen misfortune, upon an equality with one whose Lodge relations and

Masonic character were forfeited by reason of wilful violation of law. Let us not

apply to the brother who has, without a trial, been deprived of active Lodge mem-
bership, a severer test for restoration to Lodge privileges than we do to the one

whose Masonic as well as Lodge relations, have been forfeited by reason of convic-

tion and sentence.

" I have called the attention of the committee intrusted with the revision of the

Grand Lodge Constitution to this subject, and I have no doubt they will give it due

consideration.

The Grand Treasurer gives an annual statement of the financial affairs of each

Lodge, in form as follows

:

Am't on hand, last statement $

Received since $

Total $

Expended as per vouchers '.
. $

Cash on hand $

Expended for charity $

The Grand Treasurer concluded this report with totals expended for charity,

footing up for the past year, $3,375 32.
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It affords us. very much pleasure to make this record. We want no better

evidence of the exalted Masonic character of the brethren of this Jurisdiction.

We have perused with pleasure and profit a portion of the elaborate report of

R. W. Bro. Singleton, on Foreign Correspondence. He reviews the proceedings

of fifty-one Grand Lodges, covering 264 pages of closely printed matter. Illinois is

largely noticed.

M. W. Bro. Isaac L. Johnson, re-elected G. M. ; R. W. Bro. Wm. R. .Sin<;leton,

re-elected G. Sec.

FLORIDA.

This M. W. Grand Lodge assembled in its forty-seventh annual communication at

Jacksonville, Jan. nth, 1876. M. W. Bro. Albert
J. Russell presiding.

Lodges represented, 47 ; total Lodges, 70; membership, 2,155.

The address of the Grand Master is exceedingly brief. He reports but two decis-

ions

—

" The W. M. of Leesburg Lodge No. 58, writes upon ballotting for a member :

There appears one black ball ; upon re-balloting, the same result. At a subsequent
meeting a brother arose in the Lodge and stated that he voted that ballot, but ihat he
felt that he had acted wrong, and desired to withdraw it and vote a white ball.

Shall we proceed to initiate, or must the petition lie over for one year ?

"Answer.—Any brother who will exercise the sacred privilege of the ballot upon so

little information in the case, as will cause him to so radically change his vote in so

short a time, should be censured. Again, if the Lodge, or any member thereof, has
influenced the brother so to act, then they should be severely censured; hut, if the

brother is sincere and unbiased in his desire to withdraw his rejecting ballot, and all

the members of the Lodge are satisfied, then you may proceed to initiate, as the can-

didate stands elected."

The Committee on Jurisprudence bolted this, but went as far m the other direc-

tion, by insisting that there was no correcting this class of error.

Our brother (^o?/? somewhat in speaking of " Colored Masonry." He puts some

plain and pertinent questions to our Ohio brethren, which we suppose they will not

fail to notice.

He notices the decease of P. G. J. W. Thomas P. McHenry, of whom it could

be truly said :
" he was a good man, and Mason." Eight charters for Lodges U. D.

were authorized.

The reports of D. D. G. Masters show a favorable condition of the Craft.
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A resolution looking to the erection of a Temple was referred to a special

committee, who reported " that it was both desirable and practicable to carry out

the noble purpose of the resolution."

The report was adopted, and a Board of Trustees appointed.

The oration of W. and R. W. Bro. C. A. Fttlwood is far above the average of

such productions. He makes this home thrust :

" That there are conflicting moral forces operating among and upon mankind
everywhere, the effect of which is to drive men asunder, and place them in

antagonism, is further and sadly illustrated in the history of the no>?iinai Christian

church. Here, if we did not know to the contrary, we should naturally expect to

find a total absence of all conflict of moral forces, except conflict against error,

superstition and vice But alas I ecclesiastical history is largely a history of conflict.

Overweaning devotion to mere dogma, and ritual, and ordinal, and the vague
uncertain traditions of men ; and the monstrous conceits of such as claim to be
* Heaven's fiduciary trustees " of all Divine blessing and saving grace, have even
been fruitful sources of discord, ' engendering strife and every evil work."

"

The report of the Committee on Foreign Correspondence, by P. G. M. D. C.

Dawkins, is quite voluminous and well written.

He gives " New Day and New Duty '" an extended notice, but as it does not

embrace any point that has not been amply treated by other writers, we forljear to

quote,

M. W. Bro. Enos Wasgate was elected G. M. ; R. W. Bro. D. C. Dawkins,

re-eleeted G. Sec.

GEORGIA.

This Grand Body assembled in Annual Communication in the city of Macon,

Oct. 26, 1875.

M. W. Bro. David E. Butler, G, M. ; R. W. Bro. I. E. Blackshf.ar, G. Sec.

Lodges represented, 238; Total Chartered Lodges
, 300 ; Lodges U. D., 301 ;

Total Membership, 15,168.

The matters referred to in the Address of the Grand Master are entirely of local

interest. He does not report any decisions.

He reports entire harmony throughout the jurisdiction. As " Chairman of the

Board of Trustees of the Southern Masonic Female College," he represents the

institution doing a good work.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON OENERAI, WELFARE.

Brother Reuben Jones, from the Committee on General welfare, made the fol-

lowing report, which was received and adopted

:
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To the Grand Lodge of Georgia :

The Committee on General Welfare having had no papers referred to them, nor

any special business presented for their consideration, are not fully convinced of

the propriety of making a report ; but being willing to perform any duty imposed

on us, either by law or custom, subm.it the following :

' Our Order is progressing quietly and harmoniously within this jurisdiction, and

notwithstanding the great panic that is upon the country, our financial condition is

as good as could be expected. It may be presumption, and outside of our duty, to

speak of the finances of our Grand Lodge, but hope we may be allowed to suggest

that, in our judgment, it would be promotive of the general welfare of Masonry in

this jurisdiction for the Grand Lodge to practice the most rigid economy until our

indebtedness, principal and interest, is paid, and when this shall have been done,

then that our fundamental law be so amended as to allow a reduction of at least

fifty per cent, in our annual dues to the Grand Lodge. These dues were fixed at a

tmie when the country was prosperous and money abundant, but such is not now
the case, and the payment bears heavily on some of our Lodges.

One other thought we would like to impress upon the minds of our brethren of

the Grand Lodge : that is that a drunken man is of but little use anywhere, and
that a brother Mason, drunk, is not only of no use to his Lodge, but a disgrace to

It. And we trust that every member of this Grand Body will exert his influence in

his Lodge and community to put down the use of intoxicating liquors. We have

not alluded to this subject because we thought that intemperance was on the increase

among Masons in Georgia ; we think the reverse is true, but still we fear that

Masonry, to a considerable extent, is suffering from this cause. It gives us much
pleasure to bear testimony to the fact that profanity is but seldom heard among
Masons, and we sincerely hope that the day is not far distant when, if a man is seen

drunk ur heard to use profane language, it will be regarded za prima facie evidence

that he is not a Mason.

In conclusion, allow us to express the wish that, under the influence of the teach-

ings of our Order, we may all so walk and act that when our labors on earth are

closed, we may have access to the Grand Lodge above, where the Supreme Archi-

tect presides."

All of which is respectfully submitted,

REUBEN JONES,
|

R. H. TATUM, ^
B. L. HARRIS, r

^'"«'^"^'^^-

SAMUEL J.
WINN, J

We give this report entire. Read it, brethren ; take courage, and grow strong

in the truth.

Upon the heels of that report comes the follf)Wing

—

ORUNKKNNESS, PROFANITY, GA\fING, FTf.

Bro. E.
J. KlRKSCEY offered the following, which was adopted

—

" Resolved, That this Grand Lodge, for the second time, call the attention of

—4
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Masters of Subordinate Lodges to the resolution passed at our Annual Communica-
tion of 1870, known then as the Wright resolution, on the subject of temperance,

which reads as follows :

^^Resolved, That a Worshipful Master, or presiding officer of a Subordinate Lodge,
who shall wilfully fail or refuse to enforce our laws, rules and regulations against

drunkenness, profanity, gaming, and the like, subjects himself to the censure of

the Grand Lodge.

"And, further, we do earnestly enjoin upon all Masons within this jurisdiction the

strict observance of these virtues."

Bro. KiRKSCEY, "give us your hand." Brethren of Georgia, the Masons of

Illinois say. Am.en !

The following resolution was tabled :

"^Resolved, That when an applicant has been rejected by a Lodge, the applicant

shall have the right, after the expiration of twelve months, by the consent, in writing.

of the Lodge rejecting him to apply to any other Lodge for initiation."

Eternal condemnation? Orthodox to the last.

M. W. Bro. Samuel D. Irvin, chairman of Committee on Foreign Correspondence,

makes his report in harmony with the following action of the Grand Lodge :

" In view of the bonded debt of this Grand Lodge, soon to become due, and the

financial difficulties which environ all our brother Lodges and the people, it become^

our imperative duty to lop off all unnecessary expenses and husband our resources, so

that we may be in condition to promptly meet all our liabilities as they fall due, and.

if practicable, to reduce the amounts collected from the Lodges ; therefore, be it

"Resolved, That the Committee on Foreign Correspondence be abolished, thereby

saving a considerable expenditure,"

This lops off $25 per annum for such services.

M, W. Bro. Butler was re-elected G. M. ; R. W. Bro Blackshear re-elected

G. Sec.
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INDIAN TERRITORY.

The First Annual Commuiiication convened at Eufauta, Creek Nation, Sept. /;

"1875, M. W. Bro. G. McPherson presiding.

Subordinate Lodges represented, o; membership, 131.

NAtlON.4.LITY OF LODGES.

Muskogee ... No. I . , . . Creek Nation.

Doaksville No. 2 . , ..... Choctaw Nation.

Caddo No. 3 Choctaw Nation.

Oklahoma . No. 4 . .... . Choctaw Nation.

Vinita No. 5 . . . . Cherokee Nation.

Valley . No. 6 Chickasaw Nation.

The addres.s ot the G. M., though brief, is sound. Read the following :

" Masters, Wardens and representatives of the subordinate Lodges, I would ask
you if you are all satisfied with the way your several Lodges are getting along?
Does that peace and harmony prevail which alone makes us a united band of
brothers? If not, I admonish you by all that we hold dear in Masonry to go back
to your homes with a fixed determination that it shall be so ; that the love and
iViendship taught in your Lodges shall be practiced out of them; that one brother'

cannot speak in disparaging terms of another without subjecting himself to suspension
or e.Npulsion ; that Masonry means something more than mere meeting together and
conferring degrees ; that the great wide world is our Lodge, in which each individual
member is constantly performing his part. If Masonry is to be laid aside on the

close of the Lodge, as we do our aprons and regalia, then indeed is it but a hollow
name, fit only for the profane finger of scorn to be pointed at. I mention this

matter, my brethren, so if anything of this kind does exist, you may be warned
against it in time. More Lodges are ruined, and more disgrace brought upon our
Order by the tattling tongue of an indiscreet brother, than from all other sources
combined.

"A Mason's good name is worth more than all the glittering dust California ever
produced, and the brother who so far disregards his obligations as to rob him of it

deserves the severest punishment known to the Masonic law.

" The Grand Lodges of the United States, and of the whole world, will take a
deeper interest in us than has ever been manifested for any Grand Body within the
limits of the Great Repuijlic; from the fact that we are the first Grand Lodo-e of
Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons ever organized by the aborigines of North
America. Many, who are ignorant of the situation of affairs in this country, will
look upon us with grave douJjts antl misgivings; while others, more familiar with us
and our advance<i stage of civilization, will watch us closely, though at the same
time, feel confident of our ability to sustain ourselves in the proud position we have
assumed. It but remains for us, brethren, to do our duty, prove ourselves worthy of
their confidence, and finally win a high place in the noble sisterhood of Grand
Lodges. My brethren, think of it ! We are erecting a Temple in this grand and
glorious Indian Territory which is to live throughout all time to come. A subordi-
nate Lodge m.ay surrender its charter and cease to exist, but Grand Lodges never
die ! From one generation to another they go on, gathering strength with each
succeeding year.
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" In the far-off years to come, when we have all responded to the Grand Master's

gavel, and passed away into that ' undiscovered country from whose bourne no

traveler returns,' other people—our children and their children's children—will

search the records to see who assisted in laying the foundation-stone of their Grand
Masonic Temple ; and I beseech you, brethren, to let us each and all strive to so do

our work that they shall be proud to say that ' my father, or great-grandfather, was

one who helped organize the Grand Lodge of the Indian Territory.'
"

Bro. I. S. MURROW, Grand Orator pro tern., delivered an oration, from which

we quote :

—

" There are many books on the original antiquity of Freemasonry. These are

open to the perusal of all persons, whether members of the Order or not. They are

interesting, profitable and worthy of perusal. In this age of intelligence and

knowledge, of printing presses and cheap books, there is no excuse for ignorance on

any subject. And considering the antiquity, history and blessed influence of

Masonry upon the world, no person can be said to be truly intelligent who has failed

to read some at least, of the very many excellent works on Freemasonry.

" I am free to confess, however, that the claims of Masonry to be a good and

useful institution, does not depend so much upon its history as upon the practice of

its teachings. All institutions are judged by the character and life of its votaries,

and if Masonry is esteemed, honored and loved, it will be because Masons practice

what they teach. But what is Masonry ? According to some old writers, it is an

art ' founded on the principles of geometry, and directed to the service of mankind,'

and thus defined, it was principally operative. But others claim a wider range and

a nobler object for Masoni7, viz: ' The cultivation and improvement of the human
mind, the purifying of the heart by inculcating the purest teachings, and guiding the

life by restraining from vice and leading in paths of morality and virtue.' The
entire system of Free or Speculative Masonry is contained in the Bible. The

Bible is the Mason's ' Great Light,' it is his ' Polar Star,' his ' Chart,' his ' Book of

the Law,' his ' Constitution ;
' without the Bible there is no Masonry, The Bible is

the whole of Masonry."

So long as Bro. MuRROW is Grand Lecturer, we have no fears for Masonry in our

Sister Jurisdiction.

M. W. Bro. McPherson re-elected G. M. ; R. W. Bro. R. P. Jones re-.elected

G. Sec.
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IOWA.

The Craft of this large and impurtant jurisdiction assembled in Thirty-third An-

nual Communication at Des Moines. June 6, 1876. M VV Bro. Henry W. Roth-

ERT, presiding.

Lodges represented, 249; Lodges cl)artered, 316; Lodges U. D., 29; total

Lodges, 345 ; membership (incomplete returns), 17,800.

The address of our M. W. Bro. shows the performance of much labor during the

past year. It is full, and embraces much that suggests the prosperity and increased

activity of the Craft of his jurisdiction.

He devotes considerable space to the " prerogatives of Grand Masters ;" particu-

larly those authorizing the granting of dispensations for new Lodges. He says :

" During my administration I have granted dispensations for the formation u{

twenty-three new Lodges in this jurisdiction. For particulars as to locality, names
of officers and Lodges, 1 beg to refer you to the report of the R. W. Grand
Secretary.

*' This large number may possibly be u surprise to some, and a source of dis

quietude to others. The action of the Grand Lodge at the last Grand Annual
Communication in approving and adopting the report of the Committee on Grand
Master''; Address, thereby, in the language of said committee, declaring that section

9. as it originally stood in 1844, and which reads, ' T^tf Grand Master or his deputy
may, during the recess of the Grand Lodge, upon proper application, issue letteri of
dispensation, to co7itinue in force from date thereof until the next Grand Annual
Communication,^ is the only law for the government of the Grand Master in regard
to granting dispensations, stimulated numerous applications for the exercise of this

authority, and prompted those who had before been debarred from official recogni-

tion by the restrictions of the so-called ' ten mile rule ' to cast their lots once more,
and try their fortunes again.''

We do not know the character of the " ten-mile rule." We should not refer to

the subject but for the purpose of once more placing upon record the opinions of a

large number of our most intelligent and conservative brethren. We have, in this

volume, alluded to the great impropriety of authorizing the organization of so many
new lodges. We do not design to be an alarmist ; nevertheless, if the experience of

the past is of any value, we must see in many of the features of our too rapid growth,

some evidences of trouble in the future. We disclaim any spirit of criticism when
we express the belief that if the brethren of the various Grand Jurisdictions would

give less attention to numerical growth, and more attention to lodges now in exist-

ence, we should have better lodges and better Masons. We seem to be losing sight

of the fact that the in.stitution of a new lodge is of vital importance to the whole

Craft. Are we not correct in this ?

A large number of decisions are reported. From them we clip the following :

" Query 32.—Have we the right to disfranchise brethren at the election of offi-

cers, they being in arrears for dues ? The following is the section in our by-laws

;
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' Every Master Mason a member of the lodge whose dues are paid up to the day
of election, and who is not at the time under exclusion for unmasonic conduct, shall

be eligible to vote, and no others.'

"Answer.—No, sir; the section in your by-laws is in conthct not only with the

ipirit of Masonry, but with the repeated action of the Giand Lodge, declaring that

no Mason can be deprived of his rights and privileges luithoitt dtie trial and convic-

tion. A Mason is presumed to be innocent until he is adjudged guilty, and a by-

law restricting his rights without allowing him the privilege of being heard in his

defence, is of no binding force whatever. Your proper course is to prefer charges,

and, after due trial and conviction, suspend him."

Italics are ours. We heartily concur in this decisioii. It is just—Masonic ; and

we hope that our Grand Body will direct that this almost universal assumption on the

part of our Lodges, be stricken from their by-laws.

The Report on Correspondence, by Bro. W. B. Langridge, is one of the most

able that we have had the pleasure of perusing.

Not unlrequently he gives his brothers the " grand bounce," nevertheless it is

always courteous and fraternal.

Uf Colored Masonry he thus discourses :

" Within the past few years this subject has risen to considerable prominence ui

several jurisdictions. The efforts of the leaders and friends of colored Masonry to

influence public opinion, both in this country and in Europe, is begining to be felt,

and to cause certain well meaning brethren to agitate it among the Grand Lodges of

Germany and France, and in some of those of this country. In France misunder-

standing on this subject led to the recognition by that Grand Orient of the Foulhouze
Supreme Council in Louisiana, an organization which claimed the power to organize

blue Lodges within the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of that State, an assump-

tion which caused all the Grand Lodges in the United States to refuse to hold inter-

course either with it or its patron, the Grand Orient of France. Many years ago,

also, the Grand Lodge of Hamburg planted two Lodges within the jurisdiction of

the Grand Lodge of New York, under the view, which it seems impossible to

eradicate from the brains of the officers of that body, that their members can only

enjoy Masonry that is Masonry, under its superintendence. This caused the formal

enunciation of what is now known as ' The American Doctrine,' that whenever a

Grand Lodge is formed or organized in a State or nationality, it becomes thereby

entitled to hold paramount authority in that State or nation, and that no other Grand
Lodge can plant Lodges there which can be recognized as regular. Until a Grand
Lodge is formed, however, the ground is common to all comers. On this principle

all the Grand Lodges formed in America since shortly after the revolutionary war
have been organized, and the idea has grown up into a common law of Masonry
among English-speaking Masons everywhere. The only thing that has ever looked

like a violation of this common law among them, has been the custom that has

prevailed in the Grand Lodges of England. Ireland and Scotland, of organizing

Lodges and provincial Grand Lodges in common within the colonies of Great

Britain. The reason of this has been that the colonies being a part of Great Britain,

inasmuch as they were under British laws, therefore England, Ireland and Scotland

held them as a common possession, and the establishing a Lodge in any one of them
was the same as establishing it in a part of the mother country ; and these Grand
Lodges have always jealously guarded against acknowledging as Masonic any
Lodges or other bodies established by any outside power within their respective or

common jurisdictions. And we repeat that we know of no dissent having ever been

expressed among English-speaking Masons to this so-called 'American Doctrine.;
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It has, therefore, except among the Lodges of continental Europe, grown into a

Masonic landmarlc, and by it the regularity of al! Lodges established in America
within the last seventy-five years must be judged

"It is well known to all who have felt interest enough in the subject to inform
themselves, that in the year 1717 the Grand Lodge of England was formed by four

Lodges in and about London, the first Grand Lodge of which we have an unques-
tioned account. In 1738 a secession from this Grand Lodge took place, led by
Lawrence Dermott, who called his new body 'Ancient Masons,' and as a term of

reproach styled the old Grand Lodge ' Moderns ' From these bodies sprang, in

course of time, two provincial Grand Lodges in Massachusetts, who held divided,
but more or less friendly rule in that jurisdiction until 1792, when they united,

forming the present Grand Lodge of that State.

"About 1775 ^ number of the negroes were initiated, passed and raised in a

military Lodge attached to one of the British regiments stationed at Boston. Apply-
ing to the ' Modern ' Grand Lodge of England, these men, in 1787, obtained a

charter for ' African Lodge to be opened in Boston," naming Prince Hall as

master. The Lodge appears to have gone nn quietly and regularly working, until

1807, at which time its master, Prince Hall, died, aged 72 years. He seemed to

have been, although uneducated, a man of good sense, and as a minister, a man of

influence among the colored people of his time and acquaintance. In 1797 he, as

the Master of African Lodge, issued a dispensation for a Lodge at Philadelphia, and
another for one at Providence, R. I. In 1808, these three Lodges formed the

Prince Hall Grand Lodge at Boston, and within the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge
of Massachusetts.

"We hear nothing further of this Grand Lodge, or of its supordinates until 1824.
when African Lodge gave evidence that the Prmce Hall Grand Lodge had ceased
to exist, by applying to the Grand Lodge of England for a new charter, to which
application it received no response, probably because the Grand Lodge of England
had at the Union of the Ancient and Modern Grand Lodges of which it was formed,
in 1813, stricken African Lodge from its rolls as non-reporting, as it did all its

provincial Grand Lodges in the United States, which had, after the declaration of

American independence, declared themselves sovereign bodies. Having failed to

obtain an answer from the Grand Lodge of England, and probably knowing of no
other Grand Body to apply to from which it could hope to receive recognition, and
Prince Hall Grand Lodge to which it formerly owed allegiance, having lapsed, it

revived itself under its old English charter of 1784-87, (dated in 1784, but received
in Boston, and African Lodge organized in 1787), and declared itself 'independent
of every other organization.'

"After this, African Lodge appears to have had a precarious existence, if it did

not actually die out. We think it lapsed entirely, from the following circumstances:
It is mentioned in the proceedings of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, for 1846.
(as quoted by Bro. Nickersox, in the New England Freemason, vol. 2, page 550),
that the year before, a clandestine Lodge, mainly composed of colored men, was
established by a Mr. BenajAh F. Leonard, a white man, and a member of a Lodge
under the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, assisted by a Mr. Philip Ranell, a

colored man, who imposed on the parties initiated by them by furnishing them 3

dispensation, and assuring them that after one year's probation they would receive a

charter from the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts. For these acts Leonard was
expelled by the Grand Lodge, and the members of his clandestine Lodge, under the

lead of Mr. Lewis Hayden, since Grand Master of the present Prince Hall Grand
Lodge, applied to the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts to be healed, but were refused,

the committee to whom the matter was referred in December, 1846, reporting against

it, stating that there were ' insuperable objections to granting the petition, which it is

not necessary to mention, especially as it is understood that the petitioners have con-
cluded to obtain a charter from the African Lodge in Pennsylvania.'
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" From this we judge that all colored organizations in Massachusetts, both Grand
and subordinate, must have died out previous to this time, as, if any had existed, Mr.
Hayden and his friends vv^ould not have gone to Philadelphia for a charter to

organize a new Lodge. This being the case, it is also probable that this new Lodge
was the germ of the present Prince Hall Grand Lodge, as we have not been able to

discover the date of the organization, or as Us friends would probably prefer to say,

the revival, of this latter body.

'' The year following, that is to say on the 24th of June, 1847, representatives of

three Grand Lodges assembled in convention in Boston and formed a National

Grand Lodge of colored Masons, which is still in existence with subordinates in

sixteen out of the thirty-five jurisdictions in which colored Grand Lodges exist.

Under these colored Grand Bodies, national or independent, there exist some 500
subordinate Lodges with about 13,000 or 14,000 members, as we gather from a table

published by the Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge of Ohio.

Of these Grand Bodies, some owe allegiance to the National Grand Lodge, and
others are independent ; while in some states they are of two or even three obedi-

ences. After some searching, we conclude that Grand Lodges ' under the National

Compact have exclusive jurisdiction in the Slates of Illinois, Kansas, Mississippi,

North Carolina and South Carolina, while ' independent ' bodies control in Arkan-
sas, California, Connecticut, District of Columbia, Kentucky, Massachusetts, New
Jersey, Ohio and Rhode Island. In Alabama, Delaware, Kansas, Maryland, Michi-

gan, Florida, Georgia, New York, Pennsylvania, Tennessee and Virginia, and per-

haps in some others, there are Grand Lodges belonging to both the national and
independent factions; while in Louisiana there is an independent Grand Lodge, and
one or more subordinates under the Foulh'juze spurious Supreme Council, and one

or more others under one or the other of the Grand Lodges of Pennsylvania. In

Indiana, also, there are two independent Grand Lodges, warring with each other

with true fraternal bitterness. In some of these allegiances we may be mistaken, as

the changes are quite frequent, the national body being apparently in a dying con-

dition, and the desire of ambitious men to attain leadership being no less active in

the colored than it has always shown itself in white organizations under like circum-

stances.

" The national organization has heretofore declared that all bodies calling them-
selves lodges of Freemasons in the United States, and without its sanction, are spuri-

ous and clandestine, and among these colored organizations a continual skirmish is

going on as to their legitimacy, all claiming to be regular, and that their adversaries

are the reverse, and the usual exchange of com])liments results. Some of these

bodies, as for instance that of the District of Columbia, Ohio, and perhaps Indiana,

and some others, have withdrawn from the national, and are denounced by it as

especially clandestine, while in Louisiana the three different heads all denounce each

other.

" In fact the whole colored system appears to be in a chaotic condition, very much
' like sunshine on a rill,' which its Ohio friends n£vertheless are willing to consider
' though broken,' very pretty ' sunshine still.' Its' officers and committee-men
appear careless of, or unable to show any legitimacy for colored Masonry except in

the original African Lodge, and their decisions as to each other, in the absence of

better information, afford us the best means we have of judging of their claims.

'• Still, allowing them to say what they please of themselves and of each other, we
must judge them in the light of the 'American Doctrine ' to be anything but legiti

mate. They have all, except the original African Lodge, been formed in states in

which Grand Lodges were already existing, and some of them are to be considered

only clandestine and irregular even as to colored Masonry alone. And while they

will not or cannot unite among themselves, we cannot step in and pick out any one

and say it is better than the others, but must take their own judgment.
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" But if the evidence relative to the Massachusetts lodges and Grand Lodges
noted a little way back be reliable, even African Lodge itself, under its English
charter, must have lapsed, and having died out, its revival of its own motion, even
were it not in the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, must be with-

out shadow of authority, and therefore void.

" In Ohio and Minnesota, at their last communications, the subject of the

relations of colored Masonry were introduced by their respective Grand Masters,

and were, after discussion, laid over until next year. In Ohio, the effort of the

Grand Master appears to have been part of a pre-arranged plan for bringing the

matter prominently before the Gtand Lodge. He argued quite fully that, as 'a//

meri are createdfree and equal^ (a common misquotation, by the way), and as there

have been for nearly a century organized bodies of men known as colored Masons,
who claim to be in possession of the same secrets with us, etc., and who are, in every
sense of the term, legal Masons; and as the United Grand Lodges of Germany (a

kind of German national Masonic convention) have declared Prince Hall Grand
Lodge regular, etc., therefore the Grand Lodge of Ohio ought to do the same, so

far as to recognize the colored Masons of Ohio and their Grand Lodge as regular.

This was seconded by a petition from the Master of a lodge of Germans, working
m Cincinnati, of similar import, and a long report by Bro. J. D. Caldwell, the

Grand Secretary, who, as reporter on correspondence, gathered together and pre-

sented to the committee all that could be said, and therefore all that ever has been
said, in favor of the regularity of the colored organizations. These were all

referred to a special committee of five, of whom P. G. M. L. V. BlERCF. and Bro.

E. T. Carson are the names most familiar to us, who, on the next day, presented

a report which, on account of its importance, we copy :

" We do not propose, nor do we deem it necessary at this time, to enter into the

history of the origin of the so-called colored Freemasonry in this country. That
subject has been fully discussed in nearly all the Grand Lodges and Masonic
periodicals of this country for more than twenty-five years past.

" Your committee deem it sufficient to say that they are satisfied beyond all question

that colored Freemasonry had a legitimate beginning in this country, as much so as

any other Freemasonry; in fact, it came from the sa->ne source.

" Your committee will not attempt, at this time, to investigate as to the transmis-

sion of this legitimate beginning down to the present time, when we find more than
forty subordinate lodges, and a Grand Lodge of so-called colored Freemasons, and
an aggregate of more than eight hundred members in the State of Ohio. Your
committee have only to say that such is the fact.

" Your committee have the most satisfactory and conclusive evidence that these

colored Freemasons practice the very same rites and ceremonies, and have substan-
tially the same esoteric or secret modes of recognition as are practiced by ourselves,

and by the universal family of Freemasons throughout the world.

" The question of the recognition of these colored Freemasons has long been
before this Grand Body, and your committee feel that its importance is pressing upon
us, and demanding prompt, serious, and decided action."

" Your committee, therefore, offer for adoption the following resolution :

" Resolved, By the ' Grand Lodge of the Most Ancient and Honorable Fraternity
of Free and Accepted Masons of the State of Ohio,' that this "Grand Body will rec-

ognize the so-called Grand Lodge of colored Freemasons of the State of. Ohio
as a legitimate and independent Grand Lodge, on condition that the so-called colored
Grand Lodge shall change its constitutional title, so that it shall read as follows :

—5
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' The African Grand Lodge of Free aitd Accepted Masons of the State of Ohio.^

And if the said so-called colored Grand Lodge shall accept this recognition and
make the suggested change in its constitutional title, then, and in that case, upon
said action being reported to the M. W. Grand Master of this Grand Lodge, under
the seal of said body, then the M. W. Grand Master is hereby authorized and
instructed to issue his proclamation to the subordinates of this Grand Lodge and to

the Grand Lodges throughout the world, with which we are in fraternal corres-

pendence, recognizing the said so-called colored Grand Lodge as an independent
Grand Lodge in the State of Ohio, under the title of 'The Afi-ican Grand Lodge
of Free and Accepted Masons of the State of Ohio.'

"After discussion, this was laid over for a year, and the Grand Secretary ordered
to issue it, together with the utterances of the Grand Master, the petition of the
Master of Lodge No. 208, and the Grand Secretary's paper in a pamphlet, for

general circulation.

" We must confess to regarding this report with mi.xed feelings. We desire to

see all the members of the Masonic family united into one fold, and here in Iowa,
where we have but four colored lodges, numbering in all but about sixty members,
we could probably find as little evil in amalgamating, if amalgamating be an evil,

as anywhere, except, perhaps, in Minnesota, where there are only about half as many.
But sentiment aside, there are difficulties in the way of this consummation. The
Grand Lodge to which these bodies belong is located in Missouri, the field occupied
by our Mother Grand Lodge, from whom the Grand Lodge of Iowa sprang. We
cannot treat with these through their Grand Lodge, without making war on her, and
reversing all our action upholding the 'American doctrine.' We cannot deal with
them individually, because, if they leave their Grand Lodge, they must surrender

their charters, and then they become simply sixty gentlemen of whose status we
are ignorant, and of whom we can learn nothing, and under our Grand Lodge
laws, we can neither have notice or take cognizance, unless they apply to our indi-

vidual lodges, which they have always heretofore refused to do. Or, if they estab-

lish a Grand Lodge in our borders, we cannot recognize them as regular, without
reversing our action hitherto, and resigning the American ideas which have always
obtained where the English and Americao systems of Masonry have prevailed, to

take up the notions held by the continental Masons of the French or Scottish rite

in Europe ; and we, individually, must confess to a far greater repugnance to doing
this latter, than to recognizing colored people anywhere.

And the same views which appear to us to be reasonable in Iowa, are of equa
force in Ohio. Of course, that Grand Lodge has the same right to do these things

that ours has to refuse to do so. But there are other reasons besides a regard for con-

sistency to be looked at. The friends of colored Masonry in Ohio set out with the

proposition that these lodges of colored Freemasons are as legitimately formed as

our own, and that their ritualistic forms and ceremonies are identical with our own.
Our investigations as to the questions of legitimacy do not bring us to the same con-

clusion, and, until the case is better proven, we must take it as the best light we
can get gives it to us. The committee may know all about their ritual, and, believ-

ing them to be truthful, we accept their evidence. But, denying as we do, their

proposition as to legitimacy, even while admitting the uniformity of ceremonies they

vouch for, we do not consider their recommendation to be best either for Ohio,

Minnesota, or Iowa. Moreover, we do not believe the time has yet come for it,

nor that the plan they propose is the best.

It is a good rule in Masonry to demand the unanimous ballot, and a reason for

this is that less than unanimity will destroy harmony, and it is considered better not

to admit an outsider when, by so doing, a member will be displaced. The propo-

sition of this committee proposes to reverse all this, and to admit, by a simple

majority vote of Grand Lodge, to all the privileges of Masonry, including lodge
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membership, at least one thousand men who are now practically profanes ; or

admitting them to be Masons, non-affiliates in bad standing, so far as the Grand
Lodge of Ohio is concerned. It proposes to do this contrary to its own consti-

tution, without the form of law, and, indeed, against its own laws. It is to do it by

a simple majority vote, when, if one of its own members were to become non-

affiliated, even though he were the oldest, ablest, and best member in its jurisdic-

tion, he could not again be admitted, except according to its laws, by petition, exam-

ination, report, and clear ballot, all of which it proposes to do away with in the case

of these one thousand colored men. If one of its own members should join one of

these colored lodges and afterward be admitted, without healing, into one of her

own lodges, by her laws that lodge would be subject to arrest of charter; and yet

she proposes to introduce all the members of all these clandestine lodges, unhealed,

into the body, not only of Ohio Masonry, but of that of the whole world. Can she

do this ? Possibly, into her own fold, she can ; but, in doing it, she brings herself,

as to every Grand Lodge disagreeing with her and refusing to countenance her act,

into the same clandestine condition in which the body with which she fraternizes is

placed—since no Mason or Masonic body can fraternize or unite with an irregular

one, until it shall have been regularly healed, without receiving its taint; nor can

any Grand Lodge, with any respect for consistency, continue to fellowship her after

she shall have done that for which they both have denounced and definitively sun-

dered friendly relations with the Grand Lodge of Hamburg and the Grand Orient

of France.

" The result will be, that with a large number of the Grand Lodges, among
whose members and her own the most intimate social and business relations exist and
must continue, she will, by this action, at once destroy that fraternity which not even

political differences or sectional war could weaken ; and every Ohio Mason, from

Entered Apprentice to Knight Templar, must occupy, in the states disagreeing,

exactly the same position as do the members of the bodies with which she fratern-

izes. Already we hear the advance notes of this. Every Masonic periodical we
know of, with the exception of one, which devotes a column weekly to the subject,

is opposed to the proposition, and the fires of crimination and hate are beginning to

burn. And we fear that even worse things may happen. We doubt if, as yet, in

any Grand Lodge, there would not be, in case of the recognition of colored Masonry,

or any other irregular organization not sufficiently strong and aggressive to make
itself a source of great discomfort, danger of disruption and secession, with all its

terrible following of strife and discord and Masonic war, the mere thought of which
is sickening. Heart-burnings and hatreds would spring up, and all the bickerings

of past years would be sweet music, compared with the harsh janglings that would
then be heard.

" Personally, as we said above, we desire to see the whole Masonic world united

into one unbroken chain, and Masonry made a truly universal institution. But this

cannot be done suddenly, nor would it be brought about by recognizing the legiti-

macy of colored Masonry, not even by taking the colored Lodges into the white
Grand Lodges, and then having the bodies themselves remain as they are now

—

simply all while men in the white Lodges, and all black men in the black ones. If

race prejudices make it, as the advocates of amalgamation claim, impossible now for

a colored man to obtain admission into white Lodges, and keep white men from
seeking initiation into the colored ones, would a mere recognition of legitimacy,

or even amalgamation of Grand Lodges, change this, and elevate the black man
into a higher social position, or remove objections to him which now prevail ?

Would it not rather tend to keep him in a powerless minority, and by depriving him
of all opportunity of official position, segregate him more entirely, if possible, than
he is even now. We judge this, because we are satisfied that no union but an equal

one would be acceptable to the leaders of the colored organizations, and this would
be no inconsiderable sacrifice on their part, as, practically, they would only retain the

barren honors of past rank obtained in their own bodies, with small share in thos.e of
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that into which they had merged themselves, and naturally after a few years, they

would again secede, and the effort thus prove a failure.

"This question can only be settled and the change desired arrived at as all great

changes take place, by the mollifying influences of time and patience. These, like

the sun and the air in nature, will melt down the granites of prejudice and misappre-

hension, and furnish the richest and best soils for the growth of love and equality,

while the upheavals of revolution will only give us the blackened rocks and sharp

scoria which will turn the face of nature into a desert. Better, then, make haste

slowly, and be content to watch and wait. Masonry has seen and hoped to bring

about many changes. She is assisting the colored man now as fast as he earns the

right to assistance, and will continue to do so until all he asks and desires will be

brought about ; but she possesses neither the jugglery r(pr the alchemy that can enable

her to plant the seed, grow the tree, and evolve the ripened fruit in an hour.

" Since the foregoing was written, we have received tVie proceedings of Illinois for

1S75, and parts of Maine and Florida for 1876. Bro. Drummond, in his report to

the Grand Lodge of Maine, carefully and ably reviews the whole subject, and proves

that recognition is impossible without a total surrender of the American doctrine,

arguing that :

—

" ' To recognize them as independent Grand Lodges is the death of the doctrine of

exclusive jurisdiction. If Ohio recognizes the African Grand Lodge, she must

repeal the ban of non-intercourse with Hamburg and the Grand Orient of France,

and recognize those bodies in New York, New Jersey and Louisiana, which she has,

for so many years, declared to be clandestine, and the planting of which was a

Masonic offense of so grave a character that it put the perpetrators outside the rule

of Masonry, in her judgment, as well as that of all her sisters.'

" On the question of the regulai-ity of the colored bodies, he says :

—

" ' But are they regular ? Or are they merely technically irregular ? Or are they

essentially clandestine ? If, in 1872, the doctrine of exclusive jurisdiction was law,

as now held, the first Lodge, the source of all the rest, was clandestine. But,

admitting that African Lodge was a regular Lodge, was there a single other regular

Lodge established? The first was form'ed in 1797, by Pkince Hall, who had no

other or greater authority than that of Master of a Lodge. It is true that, anciently.

Lodges were formed without any warrant or charter; but in 1797, it had been the

law of the Grand Lodge, under which African Lodge then held its charter and

worked, for three-quarters of a century, that 'if any set or number of Masons shall

take upon themselves to form a Lodge, without a Grand Master''s warrant, the

recrular Lodges are not to countenance them, nor own them as fair brethren duly

formed, nor approve of their acts or deeds,' (eighth old regulation). The Lodge in

Providence was formed in the same manner. These two, with African Lodge,

formed a Grand Lodge in 1808.

"'Under the old regulation, to which we have referred, these Lodges and the

Grand Lodge were clandestine ; they were clandestine not merely under the Masonic

law as it now exists, but under the law as it then existed, and had existed nearly a

century. Upon a most thorough and careful examination, with an anxiety to arrive

at the truth, but with an earnest wish, which we do not hesitate to avow, that the

irregularities in these organizations might be found to be of so purely technical a

character that they might be healed by legislation, and the universality of Masonry

demonstrated in a signal manner, we can come to no other conclusion than that they

are irregular and must be held to be clandestine.'

" Bro. RoBBiNS, of Illinois, while arguing in favor of recognizing these bodies, is

compelled to admit that :

—
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" ' This is a question which must be settled by the American Grand Lodges

immediately concerned ; and the recognition by any foreign Grand Body, of bodies

held to be clandestine by the Grand Lodge within whose jurisdiction they exist,

whether the membership of such clandestine bodies be white or black, should

relegate such recognizing body to the same clandestine status.'

" Which we think will be the general view whether as to foreign or American

bodies.

" Bro. D. C. Dawkins, of the Committee on Foreign Correspondence, of Florida,

speaks thus :

" There are in Florida, as we are informed, and have no doubt, some lodges among
the colored people, similar to those in Ohio, and some persons claiming to be mem-
bers thereof, have several times approached the writer of this report upon the subject

of recognition by us, expressing a desire that something could be done by which we
.could visit their lodges for their benefit and improvement. We tell them plainly

that this cannot be done, and that we cannot converse with each other upon the

secrets of our respective societies, for the reason that their lodges have sprung up

within the jurisdiction of our Grand Lodge, and not under its authority ; but

mutually conceding that they are not likely, at least in this day and time, to gain

admission into our lodges, and wishing them well in every laudable design and

enterprise, our respective organizations being not antagonistic to each other, in

practical operation, we will, and do, assist them in every way that we can, as a

social and benevolent association among themselves, without violating the tenure of

our own organizations, and thus we wish them God-speed in every good work ; and

we will not permit our members to intrude themselves into their assemblies,

knowingly, and maintain a reputable standing among us.

"And Grand Master O. A. Bassett, of Kansas, says :

" Pseudo-Masomy exists in this and many other Grand Lodge jurisdictions, and

the claims of the so-called colored lodges are attracting attention not 'only on this,

but also on the other side of the Atlantic. Neither the interests of Masonry nor of

true humanity required the organization of those societies, for the American Grand
Lodges wage no war of race or sex or condition, all are alike welcome, subject to

the restrictions common to all men, hence affiliation in a colored lodge may be con-

sidered merely a matter of choice on the part of him who, of his own free will and

accord, enters its portals. No reference would be made, at this time, to this

subject, but for the fact that strenuous efforts are being made for their recognition as

Masons, with a fair prospect of success, in some of the European Grand Lodges
;

nor would this fact alone give cause for alarm : the danger lies in the subversion of

the well-settled and well-recognized law existing, without dissent, among the

American Grand Lodges, of exclusive te-n-itorial jurisdiction. It is not necessary,

however, to turn aside and weep rhetorical tears, for the Masonic society is net

doomed, nor does it stand on the brink of dissolution ; there is a moral, numerical,

and intellectual strength in Grand Lodges on the western continent, sufficient to

conduct this controvery according to common Masonic intercourse, and without vio-

lence to truth and reason
;
yet it is to be regretted that a subject so fruitful of discord

could not have been permitted to remain forever in obscurity."

We have given the foregoing in full, because we desire our brethren of this

jurisdiction to have a correct understanding of the principal features of a contro-

versy that many well-meaning brethren are forcing upon the attention of the Fra-

ternity.

M. W. Bro. Henry W. Rothert was re-elected G. M, And, as we expected,

R. W. Bro. T. S. Parven, Grand Secretary.
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KANSAS.

The Twentieth Annual Communication of this Grand Lodge began in Topeka,

October 20, 1875.

M. W. Bro. Owen A. Bassett presiding.

Lodges represented, 99; total Lodges, 162 ; Membership, 6,219.

In the opening address of G. M. Bassett, he describes very fully the Origin of

Masonry, without saying much about it, concluding as follows
;

" Among all of the ideals of a Sovereign of the Universe, the Hebrew Diety
alone stands the test of intelligence : the only living and true God, the God of

Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob, that God who has been wor-
shipped since He first revealed Himself to man, six thousand years ago, is the God
in fact of Masonry, and has l)een ever since its history can be traced ; and this one
fact may be the key to a solution of the subject under consideration, it may furnish

the evidence of the real origin of Masonry."

This is about as near the point as our writers generally get.

His Annual Report, covers seventeen pages of proceedings, and exhibits a mar-

velous industry, and close attention to the duties of his position.

On the subject of " Colored Lodges," he rightly says :

" Pseudo Masonry exists in this and many other Grand Lodge jurisdictions, and
the claims of the so-called colored lodges are attracting attention not only on this,

but also on the other side of the Atlantic. Neither the interests of Masonry nor of
true humanity required the organization of those societies, for the American Grand
Lodges wage no war of race or sect or condition, all are alike welcome, subject to

the restrictions common to all men, hence affiliation to a colored Lodge may be con-
sidered merely a matter of choice on the part of him who of his own free will and
accord enters its portals. No reference would be made at this time to this subject

but for the fact that stenuous eff'orts are being made for their recognition as Masons,
with a fair prospect of success in some of the European Grand Lodges; nor would
this fact alone give cause for alarm : the danger lies in the subversion of the well
settled and well recognized law existing without dissent among the American Grand
Lodges, ot exclusive teryitorial jurisdiction. It is not necessary, however, to turn
aside and weep rhetorical tears, for the Masonic society is not doomed, nor does it

stand on the brink of dissolution ; there is a moral, numerical and intellectual

strength in the Grand Lodges on the Western continent sufficient to conduct this

controversy according to common Masonic intercourse, and without violence to truth

and reason
;
yet it is to be regretted that a subject so fruitful of discord could not

have been permitted to remain forever in obscurity."

He reports $9,194 80 contributed for the relief of destitute brethren during the

past year, and which has been nearly expended. He makes grateful acknowledg-

ment.

Very fraternal mention is made of the decease of eminent brethren.

He reports eighteen decisions :

—
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" Opinions on the law of Masonry have been given in many cases, and a larger

number are reported than will probably prove beneficial, but they are the property

of the Grand Lodge. For convenience for future reference, they are numbered
consecutively with those accompanying last year's report

:

" 19. By the law of the land one neglecting to provide for his family is guilty of

a misdemeanor, and such neglect is an oiTense against Masonry, and may be

punished.

" 20. A summons must be obeyed, unless a lawful excuse can be offered.

"21. It is unmasonic for a Mason to disclose his ballot on a petition for admis

sion, advancement, or for the mysteries of Masonry ; therefore, it would be

unmasonic for a Mason to black-ball one at the request of another.

" 22. No one can be deprived of his rights and privileges as a member until by

due trial and conviction for some offense charged, and sentence has been recorded,

and all regulations depriving any of their prerogatives are obnoxious, and ought

not to be regarded.

" 23. A lodge should not assume the obligation of an endorser, but if by resolu

tion a lodge has undertaken such a risk, it is morally though not legally bound, and

an assessment on the members of a lodge to meet such an engagement cannot be

enforced.

" 24. Jurisdiction for the trial of one charged with an offense against Masonry
may be in one of three lodges. First, in the lodge in which the offender is a

member; second, in the lodge where the offender resides or may be found, and,

third, in the lodge within whose territory the offense was committed.

" 25. One under suspension for non-payment of dues seeking restoration, should

first pay, without reserve, all demands against him at the time of suspension, and
then petition for restoration, and though action on his petition should be unfavorable,

the demands so paid cannot, as of right, be reclaimed.

" 26. It is not proper for a Lodge or its members to pass resolutions commenda-
tory or otherwise of the Worshipful Master, nor is it proper for a Lodge or its mem-
bers to enter into an investigation of any charges against the Master ; such inquiries

should always be under the direction of the Grand Master or Grand Lodge.

" 27. A Masonic Lodge-room may, in the discretion of the Lodge, (due regard

always being had for the opinions or wishes of a minority of the members) be used

by the society known as ' The Grange.' The avowed purpose of that organization

being to cultivate the social virtues and foster intellectual pursuits, it is a duty to

encourage it.

"28. An application for dimission is not required to be in writing; it may be

made in open I.odge by the applicant in person, or by another for him, and if a ma-
jority of the members present vote in favor of granting the request, the declaration

of the result of such vote determines the membership. The certificate is merely

evidence of dimission.

" 29. A petitioner for membership is required to surrender his dimit, if he has

one, and having acquired membership, if for any cause he has retained his dimit, he

should surrender it, and if on reasonable demand he refuses, he may be disciplined

therefor, and should be denied dimission until such demand is complied with.

" 30. The Past Master's Degree, so called, is not a retjuisite qualification for the

Master of a Lodge Under Dispensation, and if any one, whether a member or visitor,
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assumes to question the qualification or authority of the Master while acting within

the scope of his office, he should maintain his authority with dignity and firmness, if

necessary, to the extent of closing the door against the offender.

"31. The comity of Grand Lodges requires each to recognize the acts of every

other, provided good faith is maintained, the ancient landmarks not infringed, and
the territorial jurisdiction of another is not invaded, and within these limits full faith

and credit must be given to the acts of each Lodge, conforming to local .regulations,

not only by Grand Lodges, hut by every Lodge, whether of the same or another

Grand Jurisdiction.

" 32. When a Lodge has acted favorably on a petition for the mysteries of

Masonry, it has obtained exclusive jurisdiction of the person of the applicant, and no
other T^odge can undertake or finish the work except by request of the Lodge having

jurisdiction, or until such Lodge waives all right thereto, and it is only in cases of

waiver of jurisdiction that the candidate can claim membership in the Lodge complet-

ing the work.

" 33. Every Lodge is bound to work according to the rules prescribed by the

Grand Lodge to which it owes allegiance, and when the work is so done, it is good
and lawful, and must pass inspection. When one Lodge is employed by another to

work on certain material furnished, and the work is done according to the skill and
understanding of the workman, the employer, in good faith, is bound to accept it, and

good faith to the candidate requires his acceptance.

" 34. If you employ another to do your work for you, and having given him no

specific instructions, he fashions it according to the rule of the Craft in the country

where he has wrought, you are bound to accept it, for it was his duty to do the work
according to his understanding. Without specified instructions you could not expect

him to have knowledge of rules and customs peculiar to a country in which he has

neither traveled nor vi^orked. Remember the laborer is worthy of his hire.

" 35. In a trial before a Lodge the Master is the judge of the law applicable to

the case, and the Master and members acling together are the judges of the facts ;

and in the consideration of the evidence they act in the capacity of jurors, and their

determination of the guilt or innocence of the accused, based on the law and the

evidence, partakes of the character of a verdict, and when the finding is one of not

guilty, unless an appeal is taken to the Grand I,odge, the cause is concluded.

" 36. If, on the trial of a cause, the accused is found guilty, he must be punished

by expulsion, suspension or reprimand, and it is the duty of the Master and members
acting together to determine the punishment, and for that purpose they act as judges,

and within the range of the different degrees of punishment they may exercise a

sound discretion, and so if two-thirds of the judges do not agree on one ballot they

must ballot again, and for a reasonable time within the discretion of the Master,

continue to ballot until such agreement is reached."

Referring to No. 27—we are not in entire sympathy with brethren who would ex-

clude everything but Masonry from Lodge-halls
;
particularly those located in small

populations. We think it better for the Craft, in such cases, that they maintain

friendly relations with neighbors ; and when organizations of unquestioned respecta-

bility and benevolent .purpose, desire to unite with them in the occupancy of halls

we cannot see well grounded objections.

We are not a " Granger,'' and have no means of knowing the " social virtues
"

they practice. Our impression has been, however, that the " social virtues " of that
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association are more political than aught else; if so, we should not agree with G. M.
Bassett.

The following, from the Committee on Appeals and Grievances, we give entire,

because in some respects it is a novel case:

IK THE MATTER OF THE APPEAL OF BRO. D. R VORHES, JUNIOR WARDEN OF SENECA

tODGE NO. 39, AGAINST RRO. WILLIAM COOK.

" In this matter, your committee find on file a duly authenticated transcript of pro-
ceedings had by said Seneca Lodge No. 39, against Bro. William Cook, a non-
affiliated Master Mason and late a member of said Seneca Lodge- No. 39, and now
residing within the juri'^diction of said Lodge.

" From said transcript it a|ipears that on the 17th day of February, A. D. 1875, D.
R. VoRHES, Junior Warden of said Lodge, at a regular meeting of said Lodge held
on .said 17th day of February, A. D. 1875, presented charges against said Bro. Wil-
liam Cook, of which said charges the following is a copy, viz :

To the Worshipful Master, Wardens and Brethren of Seneca Lodge No. 39, A. F.

&- A. M.:

" I hereby charge Bro. William Cook, a non affiliating Ma.son residing within
the jurisdiction of this Lodge, with unmasonic and immoral conduct, in this,

to-wit :

" For that the said Bro. William Cook, on or about the 14th day of January,
A. D. 1875, did keep a saloon where intoxicating liquors are sold as a beverage;
and the said brother has continued to keep such saloon, and is engaged in that

business at the present time, to the injury of himself morally, and the great injury
and discredit of the Masonic Fraternity.

(Signed), D. R. VORHES,
" Dated February 17, 1875. Jiuiior Wardeii.

" That afterwards, and after due proceedings, to-wit : on the 9th day of March.
A D. 1S75, said Bro. William Cook personally appeared in open lodge and filed

his answer and plea in writing to said charges, and of which answer the following
is a copy

:

To the W. M., Wardens and Brethren of Seneca Lodge, No. 39, A. F. and A. M. :

" Li answer to the charges preferred against me at a Regular Communication of
said Lodge, held on the night of the 17th day of February, 1875, I have the honor to

submit the following :

''First—-At the time of my being initiated as an Entered Apprentice, and that of
my passing and finally raising to the sublime degree of a Master Mason, I was
engaged in the business of keeping a saloon, and which is made now the subject
matter of the charges brought against me, and of which I claim due and timely
notice, together with a copy of the same and citation to appear this day.

"'Second—At the time of my admission as a member of Seneca Lodge No. 39,
A. F. and A. M., to-wit : on or about the 21st day of April, A. D. 1S71, I was at that

dat eengaged in the same business which is made the subject matter of and contained
in said charge.

—6
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" Third—I plead guilty to the charge, or the subject matter thereof, so far as the

same is included in 'keeping a saloon "where intoxicating liquors are sold as a
beverage,' with the qualifications hereinbefore and hereafter enumerated. That it is

not my intention to injure myself morally, nor to injure the Masonic Fraternity, nor
bring discredit upon myself as a man or the Order to which I belong. I plead 7iot

guilty to that portion of the charges adduced agamst me.

" I would further state that, not being of a robust and hearty temperament, it is

impossible for me to gain a livelihood in any business that requires manual labor in

connection therewith, and being accustomed to this present business in which I am
at present engaged, chose that as a means of obtaining a means of support for myself
and my wife and children, who, God knows, I would not knowingly engage myself
in any business to injure the reputation of, nor that of our beloved Order to which I

have the high honor to belong for the past nine years.

"Brethren! before the charges above enumerated were brought against myself, I

had never done anything to the discredit of Masonry, knowingly.

" I submit my case, promising to always demean myself in my daily walk honor-
ably and uprightly as a man and Mason, and ask all that leniency and charity from
each brother of the Lodge which we are taught in our several lectures that one
Master Mason should possess for another. Hoping you will decide the matter con-

scientiously for yourselves individually and as a Lodge, I subscribe myself.

Fraternally yours, Wm. Cook.

" Bro. William Cook, in said answer, pleads guilty to the charge, ' That, on or

about the 14th day of January, A. D. 1875, he kept a saloon where into.xicating

liquors were sold as a beverage,' and that he continued to keep such saloon, and was
still engaged in the business at the time of the trial on said charge.

"And it further appears to your committee, that after said plea and answer, and
after the decisions of this Grand Lodge and the Standard Rules and Regulations had
been read by the Junior Warden to said Lodge, yet said Lodge, by its vote, acquitted

said Bro. William Cook on said charges, the ballot resulting sixteen voting 'Guilty,'

and eleven voting ^Ahtt Guilty'' ; and thus, with a full knowledge of the Laws, Rules
and Regulations of this Grand Lodge, deliberately violating the same—not even
having the poor excuse of ignorance to justify them in so doing. The Lodge well

knew the law in regard to the matter under consideration. The brother had plead

guilty to the facts as charged, and only one thing remained for them to do, as Masons
having the good of the Institution at heart and any regard for their obligations and
duties as members of our grand and glorious Order, and that was, under the Stand-

ing Regulations of A. D. 1873, supporting and carrying into effect the decisions of

Grand Master Brown (see Proceedings of A. D. 1870) and Grand Master Price
(see Pi-oceedings, A. D. 1873), to promptly find the brother guilty as confessed by
him, and either suspend or expel him from the Order. Such an utter, entire and
deliberate disregard of the laws of a Grand Lodge, and direct violation of Masonic
law and discipline, has seldom, if ever, been reported, and never before in this

Jurisdiction. And your committee, while loth to inflict any penalty upon those

sixteen brothers who performed their duty in said matter, and are entitled to all

praise for so doing, cannot overlook the fact that all brethren are responsible as a

Lodge for the action of a majority, while acting as a Lodge, and we therefore

recommend the adoption of the following resolution, to-wit:

"Resolved, That for gross and wilful violation of the regulations and laws of the

Grand Lodge of Kansas by Seneca Lodge No. 39, in the matter of the trial of Bro.

William Cook before said Lodge on March 9, 1875, that the charter of said Seneca
Lodge No. 39 be, and the same is hereby revoked."
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If we understand the case, it is this : Bro. Cook was made a Mason in' 1871.

In 1S73 '^s Grand Lodge declared it an offense "to keep a saloon where intoxicat-

ing drinks were sold as a beverage." On the 17th of February, 1875, charges were

preferred against Bro. CoOK, specifying the offense above stated. He appears and

pleads guilty to the fact, but in substance claims that the law upon which the pros-

ecution rested was Ex Post Facto. We think that the Grand Lodge acted hastily.

Bro. Cook does not seem to have had any wish to continue his membership, and

jeopardize the interests of the lodge, consequently withdraws. In this he shows a

fraternal disposition which should have protected him from the wrath of his brethren.

The lodge knew his business when he was admitted ; and as held, was in honor

bound to shield him as far as possible from the consequences of their ozvii errors.

The report on correspondence is an excellent production. Our Bro. RoBBiNS

receives marked attention.

M. W. Bro. Isaac B. Skarpe, G. M. ; R. W. Bro. John H. Brown, G. Sec.

KENTUCKY.

The Seventy-Sixth Annual Grand Communication convened in Louisville, Octo-

ber 19th, 1875.

M. W. Bro. H. BosTWiCK, Grand Master ; R. W. Bro. John M. Todd, Grand
Secretary.

Lodges represented—Chartered Lodges, 434 ; Lodges U. D, 17. Total mem-
bership, 21.594 ; of which there are Ministers of the Gospel, 719. Dispensations for

new Lodges, g.

The proceedings of this body is an immense volume of about 600 pages, includ-

ing 341 pages devoted to a tableau of its officers, together with the officers and

members of its Subordinate Lodges.

The address of Bro. BoSTWiCK is very brief, and exclusively devoted to local

affairs. We give his decisions :

"Soon after my installation into office it came to my knowledge that in some lodges
it was the practice to discuss the merits of candidates who might be black-balled

;

also to call in question the motives, and to endeavor to discover which brother
used the black-ball, and in one lodge, No. 405, in addition to the above it was
the custom to allow suspended Masons to visit and sit in the lodge, even for years,
provided the suspended brother did not sit in lodge for three consecutive meetings.

"I immediately wrote to the Master of the lodge, and called his attention to that
part of our Constitution relating to the ballot. With regard to the suspended
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Mason, 1 decided that a brother who is suspended by a lodge, is suspended from ail

the rights and privileges of Masonry, and one of the rights was the privilege of

visiting the lodge and mingling with the brethren there assembled, and ttiat a brother

had no right in the lodge during the term of his suspension.

" Soon after the annual election of officers in the Subordinate Lodges, 1 was

notified that Johnson Lodge No. 294 had elected a brother to the office of Master

who was not a member of said lodge, except as an honorary member. I immediately

wrote to the Secretary of said lodge for a statement from him, under the seal of the

lodge, of the facts in the case.

"Under date of February 9, 1875, Bro. S. j. Parks, the Secretary, wrote as

follows :

"At a stated meeting of Johnson Lodge, held at their hall in Webster, on Satur-

day evening, April 25, 1874 ; On motion, Bro. J. H. W. Frank is admitted an

honorary member of this lodge ; and this is the only membership he holds in this

lodge. The annual meeting of Johnston Lodge No 294, held Saturday, December
26, 1874, the following officers were elected for the ensuing year, viz : J. IL \\'.

Frank, W. M.; J. L. Moredock, S. W.; S. W. Keener, J. W., &c.

" As our Constitution provides but one way for gaining membership in our

subordinate lodges, to-wit : By petition and unanimous election through the

ballot-box, I decided that Bro. Frank was not a memb:r of Johnson Lodge, and
his election to the office of Master of said lodge was held to be void.

" I therefore issued an order suspending Bro. Frank from exercising the duties

of the office of Master until the meeting of this Grand Lodge.

" Bro. James L. Moredock, Senior Warden of said lodge, was directed to act

as Master until this body should adjudicate the matter.

" Many questions have been presented to me on Masonic law; to all of which
I have given such decisions as, after careful examination, seemed to conform to our

constitution and the ancient landmarks of the order.''

Bro. BosTWiCK does not state that these Lodges were colored.

We commend the following to our future Grand Masters :

" The disposition to form new Lodges simply to gratify a few brethren, or to be

able to say that there is a Masonic Lodge in our town, seem to permeate the minds

of a large number of the brethren, they seeming to forget that the theory of our pur-

pose should be to make all subordinate Lodges self-sustaining. In fact, from some
of the applications which I have received, it would appear that the idea of forming

a new Lodge was simply to provide 'ways and means" for some brother to visit

Louisville once a year at the expense of the Grand Lodge."

Our sister jurisdiction has lost one of its most able and pure hearted Masons, Bro_

J. M. S. McCoRKLE, Past Grand Master, and at the time of his decease K. W. Grand

Secretary. Grand Master BoSTWiCK says :

" But in the midst of our mutual congratulations, come thoughts of sadness ; we
look in vain for the well known form and familiar face of our late Giand Secretary,

Bro. J. M. S. McCorkle, who departed this life on the 5th day of March, A. D.

1875.
" Bro. McCorkle was born in Chambersburg, Pa., March 24, 1799. He was

initiated m Greensburg (Ky.) Lodge No. 54, April i8lh, 1825 : passed May iSth, 1825,

and raised June 23d, 1825. He was elected Master of his Lodge December 27th,
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lS2b. He was elected Jnanioi- Grand Warden hi 1847 ; Senior Grand Warden in

1848; Depuly Grand Master in 1849; and Grand Master of this Grand Lodge in

1850.

" He was elected Grand Secretary in 1854, and huw well and taithtully he dis

charged the duties of the office, and with what satisfaction to the Grand Lodge, is

best attested in the fact that he has since been re-elected every year, except one, at

which time he was prevented from attending the Grand Lf)dge on account of sick-

ness.

" In the discharge of his official duties he brought a ripe scholarship, and a mind
stored with Masonic knowledge ; and for every virtue that becomes an honest man,
a devoted, enlightened and zealous craftsman, his name is the synonym, and many
of us who have profited by his experience and service must ever lemember him with

filial reverence, as indeed a Father in our Israel.

" Having faithfully and most acceptably wrought his day, he yielded obedience to

the mandate of the destroyer, and released from the trials and viccissitudes of this

earthly pilgrimage, his spirit wended its flight to the Author of all good."

Grand Chaplain H. A.. M. Henderson, from a special committee, reported a

touching and expressive tribute to the memory of Bro. John C. Breckenridge, who

died May 17, 1875.

the masonic widows -"i-ND ORPHANS' HOME AND INFIRMARY.

"On the 2d day of June, 1875, a severe storm passed over the southern portion of

the city of Louisville, strewing destruction in its pathway. The main portion of the

building, which was unfinished, was almost entirely destroyed, and it was afterwards

found necessary to take down the towers. This calamity involved a loss of some

$25,000 upon the Board of Directors; but thanks to the noble-hearted brethren of

Louisville, who had already done so much for this beneficent charity, they were

equal to the emergency. They at once called a public meeting and resolved to raise

an amount sufficient to make good all damage done by the storm, and before the

meeting adjourned the entire sum was provided for.

" If the brethren generally throughout the state would but manifest a tithe of the

interest and zeal shown by our brethren in this city, the Home would have ere this

been completed.

" The report of the Board of Directors shows that many of our subordinate Lodges
have contributed librrally ; also that a goodly number of the individual members of

the Fraternity have given with a willing hand ; but there is much yet to be done.

About forty thousand dollars are needed to complete the building and fit it for occu-

pancy, anci 1 trust that SQnie systematic plan will be adopted by the Grand Lodge,

whereby each of the twenty thousand Masons in this state will be induced to con-

tribute something, even if it be but the ' widow's mite,' thereby putting at least one

brick into that noble monument of Masonic charity.

" In this connection I would commend the effiirt being made by Bro. T. C. Ger-
ard, Master of Bowling Green Lodge. He has prepared a photograph of several

prominent Masons, which he proposes to sell, and devote the proceeds to the

Home.

" If every Mason in the State will contribute even but a small amount, the money
will be raised, the building completed, and when called to our final account we will

feel that we have not lived in vain."
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We have no idea that the Masons of Kentucky will permit this noble charity to

famish. No.

Six hundred dollars was appropriated to the family of Bro. McCoRKLE.

M. W. Bro. Jno. H. Leathers, elected Grand Master. R. W. Bro. Jno. M.

Todd, elected Grand Secretary.

The report of the Committee on Foreign Correspondence is from the pen of Bro.

Thomas Todd. It is a good paper. We have taken much pleasure in its exami-

nation. Ilhnois comes in for a friendly notice.

LOUISIANA.

The Grand Body of this Jurisdiction convened in its sixty-fourth annual com-

munication in NewOrleans, Feb. 14, 1S76. M. W. Bro. JoHN GRAHAM Fleming,

G. M.

Lodges represented, 113; total Lodges, 156; Membership, 6,991.

We are perusing an address of 46 pages, and the proceedings of a six days'" session ;

occupying a volume of 504 pages of closely printed matter, including 203 pages on

Foreign Correspondence.

We should not allude to the quantity, if the quality was not so entirely unexcep-

tional.

It would be a real pleasure to place this volume in the hands of every craftsman

in Illinois. Feeling thus, we are at a loss to determine what we can afford to omit

Grand Master Fleming notices the decease of a number of distinguished brethren

of his Jurisdiction ; among these is R. W. Bro. James Scott Bruce, who, from

1867 until 1874, was Chairman of the Committee on Foreign Correspondence.

Nine (9) decisions are reported. W"e clip the following :

" 3. In a case which occurred in Quitman Lodge No. 76, I decided that a Lodge

cannot, under our law, remit all, or any portion of the dues of a brother who has

been suspended for non-payment of them. The road to an adjustment of the matter

is open both to the brother and the Lodge, until final action on the part of the latter

:

but when the door is once closed, it can only be opened by the payment of all dues

up to the time that final action was taken. The remission of dues is not the payment

of them, and a Lodge would have no more right to assist such a l^rother from its

treasury, than it would one who had become proscribed by non-affiliation."

We must be allowed to say, that ' our law ' is severe. Take a case. A brother

prostrated by misfortune and unable to pay his dues, is suspended. Subsequently
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he frankly states his condition, and would like to be in the fold. It seems to us, that

a law that prohibits his brethren from extending the hand of love and charity, is

hard to say the least of it. He thus alludes to our Ohio brethren :

"One of the most astounding Masonic measures to which my attention has been
called during the past year, is the enactment proposed in the Grand Lodge of Ohio,
in regard to the so-called colored Masons in that State. The recognition of these

clandestine Masons was recommended by the Grand Master, reported upon favora-

bly by the committee to whom the matter was referred, and taken under advisement
by the Grand Lodge until its next annual communication.

" The Grand Master—who by the way is an able writer—says, at the beginning
of hisaddress on this subject :

' It is well known to us all that the coming year is

the centennial of the nation. One hundred years ago our patriot fathers proclaimed
to the world those noble words, embodying great truths, that shook the throne of

monarchs as an earthquake : AH men are created free and equals endowed by their

Creator with certain inalienable rights, among which is life, liberty and the pursuit

of ha]:)piness.' He also refers to and quotes the resolution ]Dassed by the United
Grand Lodges of Masons of Germany, at their meeting in Darmstadt, in the month
of May last, by which those bodies resolved to recognize the Colored Grand Lodge
of Ohio, and also Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, another clandestine

organization, claiming to be Masons.

" It may not be worth while to discuss at any great length the injury done to the

thrones of Europe and Asia by the Declaration of Independence; or, whether they
are more firmly fixed and greater in magnitude now than when our independence
was established ; but, it is seriously to be apprehended that if the Grand Lodge of

Ohio takes this, to say the least of it, imprudent step, it will make the Masonic
institution of this country totter far worse than the Declaration of Independence
did the thrones of Monarchs, and that no one now living will ever see the injury

repaired.

" The colored Lodges of Ohio are clandestine, and enough has been written upon
that subject, and sufficient facts elicited from the records of the Grand Lodges of
Massachusetts and England, to place that question beyond the possibility of a doubt
in the mind of any intelligent and impartial man ; and since they are clandestine, I

cannot see why they should be admitted, because they are colored, or because they
are numerous and have assumed the title of Grand. We do not, as Masons, inter-

fere with the lives, or liberties, or happiness of any one, nor is it either our duty or our
privilege to legislate for any special class—sectarian, national, political, or shade
of color ; and as there is nothing in the Masonic code of any Grand Lodge that

debars a colored man from admission to our mysteries, I cannot but look upon it as

being wrong for any Grand Lodge to legislate whole bodies into our Fraternity, or

even an individual, until he has first been admitted at the working door of a
regularly constituted lodge.

" The committee that reported favorably in the Grand Lodge of Ohio, state that
' they have the most satisfactory and conclusive evidence that these colored Free-
masons practice the very same rites and ceremonies, and have substantially the
same esoteric or .secret modes of recognition as are practiced by ourselves, and by
the universal family of Freemasons throughout the world.' This is at the same
time, a strange and bold assertion, and without entering into any inquiry as to how
that satisfactory and conclusive evidence was obtained, whether by actual observa-
tion or correspondence, I am at a loss to conceive by what means, or in what manner
they determine to demonstrate its truth to any correct thiuking and acting Mason,
beyond 'their own assei-tiofi.'' I know not what influences may be at work in Ohio,
but I have very credible information that high state office, even the highest, has
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been proposed to prominent Masons in this jurisdiction by influential colored men,
claiming to be Masons, as a reward for a similar recognition here ; but, as yet, there

has not been found any one reckless enough to hazard his own Masonic reputation,

or imperil the welfare of the Fraternity, by making such a proposition before this

Grand Lodge.

" When the Grand Orient of France first trespassed upon this jurisdiction, some
eight years since, and in which the Grand Orient still persists, the question of color

never entered for one moment into the consideration of the subject on our part.

The offense of the Grand Orient was twofold : it had invaded a sister grand
jurisdiction, and had recognized clandestine Masons in doing so.

"This will be the first time that ever the subject of color or negro has been dis-

cussed, either by any Grand Master in his address or by the Grand Lodge, and I

most sincerely regret the circumstances that render such a step necessary ; but if the

supposed prejudice against our colored citizens is to be made the ground work or

excuse for trampling upon the fundamental laws, usages and customs of our Fra-
ternity, I think it is time the Grand Lodge of Louisiana, which is most deeply
interested in the issue, should proclaim her verdict and try the virtue of remon-
strance, even though it tries it in vain.

" It is only necessary to refer to the history of Prince Hall Lodge of Massachu-
setts, and the records of the Grand Lodge of England, to find the most undeniable
proof that these pseudo Masons have no legitimate standing; and if they are to be
admitted on the ground that ' all men are born free and equal,' why not be entirely

consistent, and admit all clandestines, regardless of color, and even other secret soci-

eties, if they will only change their name and induce a luillinn; committee to pro-

claim that their work and ceremonies, and means of recognition, are the same as

ours ?

" Then let us go further, and so far as we are concerned, overturn the moral laws
of society and the civil laws. of the land, by claiming that children born of adultery

or conculjinage have equal hereditary and legal rights with those born in wedlock,
and that marriage is a useless ceremony.

" If philanthropy is the spirit, and the only spirit at the bottom of this movement,
then the leaders of it, both in France and Ohio, are pursuing a very unwise course.

If there is any prejudice against the colored man, it can be abolished sooner and
more effectually by legal and conciliatory, than by illegal and coercive measures.

Let the colored man alone, so far as Masonry is concerned, to work out his own des-

tiny and standing in society, and the day will no doubt come ihit in this country he
can, as he does now in England and France, enter our Fraternity by virtue of his

merit and intelligence, and by being made a Mason in a kqal/y constiitcted constitu-

ent lod^e, which, in my opinion, is the only body that can legally make him one. It

is to be hoped that the constituent lodges of Ohio will grapple and render powerless

the arm. that is raised to strike this suicidal blow."

The following remarks of our M. W. Brother, are worthy of more than a passing

notice ;

NON-PAYMENT OF DUES.

" This vexatious evil is one that has oppressed the constituent Lodges and disturbed

the counsels of almost .every Grand Lodge in the country for the past twenty years at

least, but as yet there has not appeared any law-giver or sage with genius enough to

discover or devise a remedy. The charity of indulgence, and the severity of disci-

pline, seem alike ineffectual, and it is hardly likely that either will ever entirely

succeed. There seems to be something harsh, yea, even cruel and unmasonic, to
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cast aside those that have been admitted to our fold, and labored with us on the

designs laiil down on our trestle board, simply because they do not pay a small sum
of money annually or monthly to the support of the Institution ; but, on the other

hand, the best and most benevolent of men do not like to be yearly and monthly
contributors to the maintenance of any association in wfhich others, who do not con-
tribute, enjoy equal privileges. It is my humble opinion that we are in a great

measure responsible for having so many non-paying members among us, and that if

ever there is a remedy found, it will be in the form of a preventive and not a cure
This curse (as it may properly be termed) of our peace and prosperity, is like unto
mental and physical diseases, that are easily fastened in the mind, or body, by dissi-

pation or imprudence, but when once there, bid defiance to human skill. The
husjjandman cannot expect to sow tares and gather wheat ! The operative Mason
cannot perform his work on a Grand Temple and do it well with imperfect tools and
bad material.

" Hence I think, brethren, that it is high time for us to begin a reformation in the

selection and admission of those who are expected to build up, or assist rather, in the

building and decoration of the great Temple of Speculative Masonry.

" There has been of late years, a too great ambition on the part of the officers and
members of the Lodges, to make proselytes, and to dej^end upon the money received

as fees to pay the expenses of the Lodge ; and so great has been the desire to do.

what is termed work, that in most cases but little, and in hardly any, is there suffi-

cient attention paid to the character and qualifications of the candidate. Our
investigating committees are generally satisfied to report favorably, if they cannot
find anything actually bad, or criminal, against the applicant. The recommenders
of the petitioner, and his personal friends in the Order, find it necessary to get angry
if anytfling is alleged against him. If a committee were to report to a Lodge, that

they found the candidate to be too poor a man to maintain himself and his family,

(if he had one,) in comfort and respectability; and that they did not think that he
would be able to maintain his membership in the Fraternity, under the ordinary
vicci>situdes of life, and report unfavorably on that ground alone, they would
doubtless raise a great storm of indignation ; and yet, the very same brethren that

would get angry about that, would unhesitatingly do a far greater act of injustice,

even admitting such a report to be unjust : they would receive the fees of such a

man one year, and the next, vote to drop him from the roll, or suspend him for the

non payment of dues. Whilst ours is certainly not an exclusive rich man's Frater-

nity, it cannot be denied that we have suffered, and are still suffering severely from
the introduction of too many poor and ignorant men, who are neither intelligent

enough to understand their duties to it, nor gifted with skill and capacity enough in

their vocations of life, to ensure success, even under favorable circumstances.

^'The votaries of Freeinnsonry should be drawn from the dominions of virtue and
intellect—men virtuous enough to practice its teachings, and intelligent enough to

compi-ehcnd its mission, and understand its laws The benefits it has conferred on
the human family, and will continue to confer, are too important to permit of its

dissolution ; and the advantages it gives to those who belong to it are too great to hr

thoughtlessly and carelessly bestowed. Freemasonry has done more than any other

institution—even more than the Church itself—-to break down those national and
sectional hatreds that sometimes disturb the harmony and retard the prosj^ierity of

nations and communities, even in times of peace. It has done more than any other

society to crush religious and political intolerance, and to mitigate the cruelties and
severities of war. It enables those to whom its mysteries are unveiled, to find

friends in every civilized country; to find protection in the hour of danger—care

and attention in sickness, and relief in distress ; and more, it should be a sure
guarantee of admission to the society of the virtuous in every land where it is known.
(Italics ours.)
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" Let the Masters of Lodges cease to depend upon initiatory fees for the support

of their Lodges, and let the members be more careful who they recommend ; and

let investigating committees satisfy themselves, no matter whether the candidate is

rich or poor, that he is a man that is disposed to do his duty towards his fellowmen ;

that he is master of some profession, trade or calling of a respectable character, by

which he can maintain himself, with fair opportunities to do so. and that he is one

upon whose word all men can rely when it is once given ; in fact, that he is really

possessed of and practices those virtues that are inculcated in Masonic teachings
;

and we will soon, by selecting our novitiates from that class of men have fewer non-

paying members, and a greater interest manifested in the Institution. I do not wish

to be understood as arguing against a poor man's admission if he has the energy and

capacity to rise from that condition by his own exertions and force of character ; hut

I know that the good nature and sympathy of the brethren often lead them to admit

those to whom the Order can be of but little benefit, and who can never be any

benefit to it. We will have enough to do to take care of those of our Fraternity who
are rendered poor by misfortune, without admitting those that are poor by want of

intelligence or their own misconduct. The man who forsakes the society of good

men to associate with bad, will soon find himself abandoned by the former, and the

same rule will surely work with us."

The foregoing is a topic that has occupied much thought, and we are glad to see

this frank expression of our M. W. Brother. While we heartily second his sugges-

tions, nevertheless, we are strong in the conviction that the trouble is not confined to

Lodges. Lodges strive for work, but many of our Grand Masters strive for Lodges.

Very many of our best brethren are enamoured of numerical success, while at the

same time they are everlastingly admonishing us to " guard well the outer d^or." In

our city we have a surplus of at least a dozen Lodges, and every succeeding Grand

Master adding to their numbers. What is true of Chicago, is true of the country at

large ; and the consequence is, that to maintain an existence, Lodges are often forced

to take up with anything that presents itself. We do not believe that an applicant

should be made a Mason till he has given abundant proof that he would be of some

consequetice to the Fraternity. If we had but one Lodge where we have three, " the

votaries of Freemasonry would be drawn " from a class of men who would give us

an influence that we cannot obtain, so long as I-odges want money more than intel-

lect and virtue.

The reports of D. D. G. Masters exhibit a fair degree of prosperity and har-

mony.

Worshipful Bro. G. L. Hall, of Louisiana Relief Lodge No. I, submits an inter-

estin<T and instructive report. We sincerely hope that the brethren of his State will

give this body their cordial support. The report shows that destitute brethren from

twenty-three Grand Jurisdictions have been aided.

We quote the following for the benefit and instruction of our legal brethren :

To the M. W. Grand Lodge of the State of Loznsiafta :

" Your Special Committee on the appeal of Bro. Beach, in the case of Bro Z.

M. Pike vs. Bro. R. L. Bruce, respectfully beg leave to report that they have carefully

examined the papers in said case, and find the following facts :

"Bro. Z. M. Pike, Chairman of the Committee on Audit and Accounts of

this Grand Body, preferred charges of gross unmasonic conduct against Bro. R. L.
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Bruce, a member of Excelsior Lodge No. i66. The accused was regularly tried,

found guilty of specifications Nos. i and 3, and was sentenced to suspension for

one year.

" Neither the accused nor accuser have appealed ; no irregularities are asserted

or complained of; but W. Bro. Beach, P. M. of Excelsior Lodge, brings up this

appeal, based on the ground, 'that the sentence imposed by Excelsior Lodge No.
166, on Bro. R. L. Bruce, is entirely inadequate, considering the charges made and
proof adduced.'

" Your committee are well aware, that " in case of acquittal, any brother feeling

aggrieved, may complai?i to the Grand Lodge of any irregularity in the proceedings on
the triaV But when the accused is convicted and sentenced, or no irregularities are

complained of, we have been unable to find either law or precedence to authorize

an appeal, by any other person than the accused.

" The right of appeal in this case being strictly a question of law, and one that

is now occupying the attention of the Committee v.u Masonic Law and Jurispru-

dence, we would respectfully ask that the question be referred to said committee.

E. D. BEACH vs. EXCELSIOR LODGE NO. 1 66.

W. Bro. W. W. Leake, from special committee, submitted the following report

and resolutions :

To the M. W. the Grand Lodge of the State of Louisiana :

" Your committee on the appeal of W. Bro. E. D. Beach, in the case of W. Bro.
Z. M. Pike vs. Bro. R. L. Bruce, respectfully beg leave to report that they care-

fully investigated all the papers and proceedings had in said case. The right of

appeal being conceded, there is but one question left for the decision of this Grand
Body, to-wit : Was the penalty or sentence inflicted upon the accused by Lodge
No. 166, inadequate to the charges and proof adduced ?

" Your'committee are unanimously of opinion, that it was not. The accused having
been found guilty on specifications numbers one and three of said charges, should
have been expelled ; and they recommend the adoption of the appending resolu-

tions.

W. W. LEAKE,
E. BAKER,
E. MOREL,
A. L. ABBOTT,
GEO. H. PABST,
D. R. GRAHAM.

"Resolved^ That the sentence of suspension passed upon Bro. R. L. Bruce by
Lodge No. 166, in the case of W. Bro. Z. M. Pike vs. Bro. R. L. Bruce, be and
the same is hereby avoided and annulled.

^'Resolved, That Bro. R. L. Bruce, member of Excelsior Lodge No. 166, be and
is hereby expelled from all the rights of Masonry ; and said Lodge is instructed to

strike the name of said brother from their rolls."

The report of the Committee on Foreign Correspondence is a fine paper. Illinois

receives very fraternal notice.

M. W. Bro. Fleming, re-elected G. M. ; R. W. Bro. James C. Batchelor,
G. Sec.
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MAINE.

The Fifty-seventh Annual Communication was held at Portland, May 2d, 1876.

M. W. Bro. Albert Moore, presiding.

Lodges represented, 156: Lodges chartered, 174; Lodges U. D., 4 j Total Mem-

bership, 18,837.

The address of the Grand Master includes 24 decisions, which were referred to

the Committee on Jurisprudence. .Some of them will bear treatment. No. 8 is as

follows :

" A second ballot cannot be ordered to correct a mistake at a preceding meeting,

discovered after the Lodge was closed,"

Why not? Our understanding of such matters is, that all Masonic law is founded

in justice and equity. To us, the spirit of Masonry is disregarded when we are not

allowed to correct an error. If " Richard Roe " presents his application for the

degrees, I, under a misapprehension, believe that the applicant is a disreputable

character, and object. I find, however, that the " Richard Roe " who petitions

IS not the Richard Roe to whom I refer, but on the contrary, is a man entirely

worthy of confidence. If I had been advised of my error before the closing of the

lodge it could have been corrected, but after, the correction of an error is prohibited

We fail to discover Masonry in such ruling.

Both the address of Grand Master Mooke, and the reports of D. D. G. Masters,

show the steady and healthy growth of the jurisdiction. Bro. Moore thus speaks

ot an evil that exists in too many lodges :

" Another prolific source of evil is the abuse of the secret ballot. A conscientious

exercise of the right of the secret ballot is the unquestionable right of every mem
Ijer. For the exercise of this privilege the member is amenable to his own
conscience alone, and can be called in question by no other authority. Proportioned

to the effect of a conscientious or a malicious use of the Imllot on the reputation of

the applicant, is the responsibility of every Mason for its rightful exercise. We
can have no theoretic knowledge of the misuse of the secret ballot, and yet we all

know that in some lodges a clear ballot is unknown for months, and even years.

The work of the lodge is seriously obstructed by the vengeful black-ball cast by

^ome disaffected member, who is not endowed with the gift to see himself as others

see him, and hence, imagines that he is not pro]:)erly appreciated and duly pro-

moted. No Mason is worthy of the name, who, animated by such a spirit, seizes

upon the ballot-box to avenge himself of some fancied neglect by the lodge, or of

some private pique against the candidate or those presenting him. He violates his

Masonic and moral obligations, and deserves the severest censuie.

"True, these are isolated cases, but they are exceedingly vexatious and trouble-

some, for the reason that there is virtually no remedy or redress. Shielded by the

very bulwark whose sanctity they violate, they are beyond the reach of law or

discipline; and, as if to aggravate the evil, it often happens that the mistaken zeal

of the lodge leads to a premature and Improper discussion (and discussion is

improper) of the offense, and to the concoction of various schemes and questionable

devices, to discover and identify the offender. A moment's reflection should
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convince us that such conduct strikes at the fundamental principles of the order, is

fraught with danger to the efficacy and protection of the secret ballot, and will

ultimately destroy it. When the ballot has been declared it should cease to be a

subject of thought or discussion. There is no safety in any other course, and both

lodge and members ought to strictly adhere to this practice."

There should be some means devised to detect and punish these pests of a lodge.

We begin to doubt the ^^ sacred''' character of a prerogative, that shields a man who
persists in the violation of his obligations.

- Some ardent limb of the law seems to have distinguished himself:

" The special committee, to which was referred so much of the address of Grand
Master CarCjILL last year, as relates to an alleged attempt to influence members of a

jury, in the trial of the cause, by a party by allusions to Masonry, have examined
the matter and ask leave to report :

" They hnd that the case has been published and widely circulated in this State.

" In was an action in the Supreme Court of the State for an alleged libel, ol the

grossest character, if the publication was false.

" The plaintift, being a lawyer, opened his own case to the jury, in which he
stated that the man sued (who was the publisher of the newspaper) was merely a

nominal defendant, but that another party, whom he named, was the writer of the

libel, and the real defendant. After stating this and some other matters, in giving

an account of an interview that he had with this party, the report of the case is as

follows :

"'I appealed to him as a man and brother Mason, to go home and
(counsel for defense interrupting). ' This is intolerable.' Court.— ' I think so too.'

" After a colloquy between court and counsel, he proceeded

" The counsel for the defendant, in his opening, said :

" I ask of you to lay aside, for the tinre being, any possible prejudices or convic-

tions, or sympathies which you may have obtained, from the spread-eagle speech
which has nothing to do with the case, three-quarters of it, and was only dragged
in, as I must suppose, either in the excitement of the moment, which I should
scarcely interpret to be the case with a man who had practiced so long at the bar,

or for the purpose, the illegitimate purpose of prejudicing your minds. For instance,

I would like to know by what authority any counsel, any party in this court, either

as counsel or otherwise, stands up before a jury of twelve men, who are sworn to

try the case according to the law and the evidence, and appeals to Masonry.

" In his closing argument, the counsel for the defendant said :

"And I must call your attention once more to the allusion, which he had dared
to make in this Court House, to Masonry. Now I have no unkind word to say
of that institution, but I do say, when that institution creeps into the Court
House, and is appealed to by parties, it is doomed ; for if there is any spot on the
face of the earth that should be free from every bias, and every outside influence,

it is a court of justice and a jury- of our country. I know not but some of you
may be Masons. I care not, but as men, and sworn jurors, I appeal to you, not only
to disregard any such appeal to your affinities, but to rebuke it.
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" The plaintiff, who opened the case, was then a Mason ; neither the defendant

or his counsel was a Mason ; and there is no doubt that there were several Masons
on the jury ; and they rendered a verdict for the plaintiff of ^5,508.

' The committee have looked no further than the printed report for what took

place upon the trial.

" Whether the allusion to Masonry was made with any design to influence the

jury or not, the committee express no opinion upon the evidence herein presented.

" If such was the design, it deserves the severest punishment, as it was a perver-

sion of Masonry of the grossest character, and the most dangerous in its tendency.

" If it was not so designed, the injury to Masonry is scarcely less, as those who
looked on may well have supposed that it was designed. The allusion was utterly

wrong, and cannot be justified, whatever may have been the cause of it.

" If Masons are allowed to carry the institution into courts of justice to influence

proceedings there, it at once becomes dangerous in the highest degree, and, as the

counsel says, it i'^ doomed, and, moreover, every true Mason will add, it ought la be
doomed.

" There are diflicullies in having this matter investigated in the lodge, as will

readily be seen ; it is scarcely too much to say that the matter cannot be fairly

examined there ; and, without the least reflection whatever upon the lodge or its

members, as this Grand Lodge has the power, under its Constitution, to take

original jurisdiction in such cases, we recommend that the party in question be
summoned before the Grand Lodge, at its next annual communication, to answer
in the premises, and that a committee be appointed to prepare charges, and, under
the direction of the Grand Master, put the case in a condition to be heard."

jO.SIAH H. DRUMMOND,
)

T. T- MURRAY, I Committee.

EDWARD P. BURNHAM, j

We are pleased to note the adoption of the following

:

"Resolved, That no brother charged with unmasonic conduct, and on trial before

anv lodge, or this Grand Lodge, should be refused a right to testify in his own
behalf."'

Next conies the report of the Committee on Correspondence, by our well known

Brother, Josiah H. Drummond. We should be glad to lay very much of it before

our readers. It would amply repay perusal, but our limited space will not allow us to

present only that which is just now attracting much thought and discussion. As
" colored Masonry " is so prominently before our Grand Lodges, it is desirable that

our brethren should understand the facts in the case. Before giving Bro. Drum-

mond's remarks, we would like to ask him what proof he has that, " In 1775,

probably on the sixth day of Maixh, Prince Hall and thirteen other colored men
received the degrees of Masonry in a traveling lodge, attached to one of the regi-

ments of the British army, then stationed in Boston. Bro. Caldwell says there is

" no doubt about it ;
" but this is not good testimony. Have you any proof of what

you allege to be true ?
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"COLORED MASONRY."

" The Grand Masters of Ohio and Minnesota have raised the question as to the

duty of Masons towards those organizations of the colored people of this country,
existing in almost every State of our Union, which claim to be duly constituted

Lodges and Grand Lodges of regular Masons. We say these Grand Masters have
raised the question; perhaps we. should say that the parties interested have raised it

through those Grand Masters; at any rate those parties have endeavored to bring

their claims to the notice of Grand Lodges, and we cannot refuse to consider claims
when made in the name of Masonry. It would be contrary to our earliest teachings

to shrink from the examination of any demand made upon us in ihe name of our
institution. Theie should be, therefore, no shrinking from meeting this matter
squarely and settling it on piinriple. If it has already been settled, let the fact be
declared. But above all, we should bring to its discussion, the same calm, deliber-

ate judgment that marks the true Mason; passion and prejudice, enthusiasm and
undue sympathy, should equally be laid aside. While we should be ready to do
justice, though the heavens fall, we must do justice to Masonry and Masons, as well as

to others. We make these remarks preliminary to our discussion, because we have
oiiserved a tendency in some quarters to deal in denunciation and threats rather than

argument. No threats of what may fall thereon will deter any real Mason from
doing what he regards to be his duty ; and they should avail nothing in the settle-

ment of this question.

"As there are no organizations in Maine (or New Hampshire or Vermont) of the

character in question, we might seem to have no interest in this matter ; but our
relations are so intimate with all the other Grand Lodges, that our interest is really

scarcely less than in the Slates in which these organizations exist.

"These organizations have been recogni;;ed by some foreign Grand Bodies; we
perceive that in some quarters stress is placed upon that fact ; but it is now too well

settled to be disputed, that the Grand Lodges of this country will settle such ques-

tions for themselves, and they will recognize no^Grand Body unless they deem it

entitled to recognition, whatever may be the action of the Masonic Authorities in

Europe or South America.

" In 1775. probably on the 6th^day of March, Prince Hall and thirteen other

colored men received the degrees of Masonry in a traveling lodge, attached to one
of the regiments of the British Army, then stationed in Boston. Whether this was
done to enable these men to form a lodge or not, or why it was done, does not

appear. But they at once commenced meeting as a lodge, without any authority.

It has been claimed that they had a dispensation, under which they worked; but no
evidence of this has been produced ; there is no record of such a dispensation in

London, and it is very certain that the Provincial Grand Master did not grant any
to them; and, moreover, dispensations {ijx the organization of new lodges were not

then known in this country. The charter of Portland Lodge was granted directly

by the Provincial Grand Master in 1769. The terms ' warrant, charter' and ' dep-

utation ' were then used in this connection, but the term 'dispensation' was then

applied only to dispensing with the law by the Grand Master in a particular case.

In 1784, an application was sent to England for a charter; in the letter of trans-

mittal, dated March i, 1874, Prince Hall says that the lodge had been founded

almost eight years, but that there had been, until then, no opportunity to apply lor k

warrant. The Grand Lodge of England (Modern) granted a charter for African

Lodge in the usual form, September 29, 1784; but it was not received, or the lodge

organized under it, until 1787. Official documents show that it continued to woik
and make returns to the Grand Lodge until 1798. and there is little doubt that it

continued to work until the death of Prince Hall, in 1S07. In 1797, Prince
Hall granted a dispensation for a lodge in Philadelphia, to which a charter was
afterwards issued, but whether by African Lodge or_ Prince H.A.LL, we have not
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ascertained. It has been claimed that Prince Hall was ' a Deputy Grand
Master, with all the power and authority pertaining to that office,' when he issued

that dispensation, and that he issued it as such : but not only is there no evidence

that he was a Deputy, but the evidence is plenary than he was not ; indeed, one

writer bases the legality of this Pennsylvania lodge upon the right of a lodge to

charter other lodges.

"According to a contemporaneous document, a portion of the petitioners (at least)

for this dispensation were made Masons in England, and one or m.ore in Ireland.

One authority (WoODLiN) supposes that African Lodge was then assuming to act as

a Grand Lodge, but no other, so far as we can discover, makes any such claim.

Soon after. Prince Hall established another Lodge in Providence, Rhode Island.

In 1808, African Lodge and these two Lodges, established by itself, or by Prince

Hall, organized a Grand Lodge at Boston. After 1808, there is a blank in the

published history of African Lodge, and there is no doubt that it became dormant, if

not actually extinct. In January, 1824, a petition was sent to England, reciting the

issuing of the old charter, and stating that it authorized the conferring of only three

decrees, and soliciting the ' renewal of oui charter,' to authorize them to confer the

seven degrees. This petition purports to be signed by the Master and Wardens, and

attested by the Secretary. They say, ' It is with regret we communicate to you,

that, from the decease of our well-beloved brethren who obtained the warrant, we
have not been able for several years to transmit moneys and hold a regular communi-

cation ; but as we aie now permanently established to work conformable to our war-

rant and Rook of Constitutions, we will send the moneys as circumstances will

admit, together with the money for a new warrant, should your Honorable Body

think us worthy to receive the same.' To this petition no answer was returned, as

the Grand Lodge of England, at the time of the union in 1813, had dropped African

Lodge from its registry, and it never afterwards restored it. In 1827, getting no

answer to their petition, African Lodge published a Declaration of Independence.

In this document it is stated that the original charter ' appears to have been confined

exclusively to the Africans and to certain conditions. Whether these conditions

have been complied with by our ancestors, we are unable to say ; but we can add,

that in consequence of the decease of the above named brother (Prince Hall),

the institution was fo7' years unable to proceed, for want of one to conduct the affairs

ac^reeably to what is required in every regular and well-educated Lodge of Masons.'

Not having heard from the Grand Lodge of England, it declared itself ' free and

independent of any Lodge from this day, and that we will not be tributary, or be

governed by any Lodge than that of our own.' How many years after Hall's death

the Lodge was ' unable to proceed,' we cannot ascertain ; it was probably till about

1824; and whether the Lodge was resuscitated by its old members or by others,

does not appear. W'oODLiN says, Nero Prince succeeded Prince Hall, but pre-

sided only one year; that the third Master was George Middleton ; the ne.xt

Peter Lewis ; and the next, Samuel H. Moody. The latter signed the petition

in 1824 above mentioned; he, also, according to Woodlin established Harmony
Lodge No. 5, in Providence, in 1825, and Bayer Lodge in New York, in 1826.

John l". Hilton, a man of much ability, succeeded Moody, and after him five

others presided before 1836, when John T. Hilton was re-elected, and held

the office of Master until 1847, when, under his lead, a National Grand Lodge

was formed. Before 1847, he is sometimes styled ' Master,' and sometimes ' Grand

Master; ' in 1827, in the ' Declaration of Independence,' he styled himself Master.

From these acts of African Lodge in 1827, it seems that the Grand Lodge formed

in 1808 was extinct, or had be^n forgotten, or that its authority was denied, and we

have not ascertained when the idea of the independence of African Lodge was

given up, or whether the 'African Grand Lodge,' of which, in 1847, HiLTON appears

as Grand Master, is the Grand Lodge formed in 1808, or African Lodge itself, or a

new Grand Lodge. Before proceeding with the history of the National Grand

Lodge, it is necessary to advert briefly to the other organizations in Massachusetts.
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"In 1733, a Provincial Grand Lodge was formed in Boston, which continued,

under the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of England (' Modern"), until the Revo-
lution. In 1756, the schisms among the English Masons reached America, and a

Lodge of 'Ancient ' Masons was formed under the Grand Lodge of Scotland. An
attempt was made to harmonize the two factions in Boston ; but it failed, the two
never having united, save once, when, on the occasion of the funeral of Provincial

Grand Master Jeremy GRiDLEY,they forgot their animosities in their common grief.

While partially recognizing each other as Masons, they prohibited mutual visitation,

as such. This state of things led, m 1769, to the formation of an 'Ancient ' Grand
Lodge under the authority of the Grand Lodge of Scotland, with Joseph Warren
as Grand Master Warren was killed at the battle of Bunker Hill, in 1775 ; and
political independence was declared July 4, 1776.

" The idea of Masonic independence soon followed ; and, upon formal call, the

delegates of three of the four ' Ancient ' lodges met March 8, 1777, and formed an
Independent Grand Lodge, and the fourth lodge soon gave in its adhesion. It has

been doui)ted whether these delegates were the authorized representatives of the

lodges. The lodges were ordered to send delegates for that special purpose ; the

record so states it ; this is sufficient evidence, but it is not all ; it was re-stated and
re-affirmed, by way of recital, both in 1782 and 1785. In 1782, this Grand Lodge
formally promulgated the doctrine of exclusive Grand Lodge jurisdiction. But it

has been argued that, although the Grand Lodge form.illy announced this doctrine,

it was without effect, bectuse there then were, and continued to be, another Grand
Lod.^e and other lodges in Massachusetts. But a decisive and complete answer to

this is, that one was ' Modern ' and the other ' Ancient,' and neither recognized the

other as ' regular ' Masons.

" They maintained towards each other very much the bearing that the ' Compact

'

Colored Grand Lodges and the ' Independent ' Colored Grand Lodges, in several

of the States, now bear towards each other—each denouncing the other as irregular

and clanrtestrrte. But in 17S7, measures began to be taken for a union, which was
effected in 1792, as it was in South Carolina in 1808, and again in 1817, and in

England in 1813. The union in 1792 was no more a recognition of concicrrent

jurisdiction, than was the union of the two Grand Lodges in New York in 1858. It

was a tonsequiiiie of the doctrine of exclusive jurisdiction, recognized by all con-
cerned.

" The doctrine of exclusive jurisdiction was substantially declared by the Grand
Lodge of Virginia, June 24, I77q. and re-affirmed October 28, 1785

"On May 26, 1785, a convention of delegates of twelve of the Ancient Lodge
in Massachusetts met, and after consideration and discussion, adopted a declaration
consisting of thirteen Articles. This meeting escaped the notice of all who have
discussed the question until 1S74, when its proceedings were published in the New
Englantl Freemason (Vol. I, pp 465 to 473). The regularity and legality of the

formation of the Massachusetts Grand Lodge were affirmed.

" To return to the colored organizations. After the formation of the lodge in

Philadel|)hia, in 1797, by Prince Hall, two others were formed there (we presume
by African Grand L'xlge at Boston), and on December 27, 1815, these three formed
a Grand Lodge fur Pennsylvania, under the title of ' The First Independent African
Grand Lodge of North America.' This title indicates that the Grand Lodge at Boston
was then understood to be extinct. In 1S18, one of the subordinates of the Penn-
sylvania Grand Lodge, and in 1828 another, were declared rebels and were expelled.
But they seem to have continued their work, for in 1833 one of them claimed to

have obtained a charter from the Grand Lodge of Ohio, with authority to form
enough more lodges to organize a Grand Lodge. It was claimed $125.00 was paid
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for this authorization, one-half by each lodge. Of course it was a forgery, but it is

probable that the recipients of it were imposed upon, as they proceeded under it

wiih apparently perfect confidence. Other lodges were formed, and on July 17,

1837, they organized the Hiram Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania. Between these

two Grand Bodies there was a bitter feud until 1847, when John T. Hilton con-

ceived the idea of uniting all the organizations under a National Grand Lodge.

" On June 24, 1847, the delegates of the three Grand Lodges (one in Massachu-

setts and two in Pennsylvania) and from Boyer Lodge in New York, met in Boston,

and formed the ' M. W. National Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Ancient York

Masons of Color, for the United States of North America and the Masonic Jurisdic-

tion thereunto belonging.' This Body was to meet once a year, but elect officers

once in three years. It had power to grant warrants to State Grand Lodges, and no

Grand Lodge could be recognized that did not hold a warrant from it.

" Thereupon the two Grand Lodges in Pennsylvania consolidated : a Grand Lodge

was formed in New Jersey, June 12, 1848, by four lodges, two holding under each

of the lately rival Bodies in Philadelphia; also in 1848, Prince Hall Grand Lodge

was formed in Massachusetts by four lodges; the United Grand Lodge in New
York by six lodges; Union Grand Lodge of Maryland by three lodges; the Grand

Lodge of Ohio ; and the Union Grand Lodge of the District of Columbia : there

were also one lodge in Rhode Island, and one in Connecticut, one in Indiana, one

in Louisiana, one in Virginia, one in California and two in Delaware : these were

all the lodge organizations then existing, and all under the jurisdiction of the Na-

tional Grand Lodge.

" But trouble soon came : in 1849, at its Annual session, it ' expelled ' the Grand

Lodge of New York, with three of its subordinates, and a new Grand Lodge was

formed October 13-, 1849, with six lodges; but the old Grand Lodge continued as

Independent : this was followed by a schism in Pennsylvania, and an Independent

Grand Lodge was formed there : individuals and one lodge in New Jersey were also

expelled.

"The National Grand Lodge, after 1850, met triennially. We have seen its

Proceedings for 1856, 1862, 1865 and 1874. Those for 1856 give the organization

of three Grand Chapters, a Grand Encampment and a Supreme Council of the

thirty-third degree. Its Constitution (1865) denounces all Colored Grand Lodges,

and lodges not holding under it as spurious and clandestine Since 1849 there has

been a fierce contest between the ' Nationals ' and the ' Independents.' The former

have been gradually losing ground, and although the National Grand Lodge has

quite a number of subordinates, its days are numbered, unless some reaction shall set

in to give it new strength.

" The Grand Lodges, with character and date of organization, ate as follows :

"Alabama.— 1, National, May 14, 1874; 2, Independent, Sept. 27, 1870.

^'Arkansas.—Independent, March 28, 1873.

"California.—There was a ' National ' Grand Lodge formed some years ago, and

an 'Independent" in 1871. But recently they have been consolidated; and now
there is but one Grand Lodge, Independent.

"Connecticut.—Independent, November 3, 1873.

"Delaware.— I, Hiram Grand Lodge, Independent, 1849; 2, Harmony Grand

Lodge, National, 1855.

"District of Columbia.—Organized as National in 1848; in 1874, seceded, and

now is Independent.
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"Florida.— I, Independent, organized in 1870; we hear that a 'National' has

also been formed, but have no definite information.

"Georgia.— I, National, June 24, 1870; 2, Independent, June 23, 1874.

"Illinois.—National, February 15, 1867.

"Indiana.—There have been, and at last advices continued to be, two Grand
Lodges in Indiana, one originally National, but within a few years has withdrawn

;

the other. Independent, but not uniting with the former.

"Kansas.—Independent, June 24, 1867.

"Kentucky,—National, August 16, 1866. But in 1875 ^'^ withdrew from the ' Na-
tional Compact ' and is now ' Independent.'

"Louisiana.—Eureka Grand Lodge, 1863, Independent. Other Grand Lodges
also have subordinates, and the ' Supreme Council " has one.

"Maryland.— I, Union Grand Lodge, National, 1848; 2, First Colored Grand
Lodge, Independent.

"Massachusetts.—Prince Hall Grand Lodge, originally National ; it has recently

withdrawn from the National Compact.

"Michigan.— i, National, April 25, 1865 ; 2, Independent, September 23, 1872.

"Mississippi.—National, 1874.

"Missouri.—June 24, 1866: originally 'National,' but. has recently withdrawn,
and joined the Independents.

"New Jersey.—A ' National ' Grand Lodge was organized in 1849 '• ^"d after-

wards an Independent was also formed; but in 1875, they consolidated as an Inde-
pendent Grand Lodge.

"New York.—As before stated, the Grand Lodge of New York was expelled, the

account says, for ' nine thousand, nine hundred and ninety-nine years, nine months
and nine days.' A new Grand Lodge was formed October 13, 1849. Whether the

old Grand Lodge continued its existence, we are unable to say. There is now an
Independent Grand Lodge, which is said to have been formed in 1851. There is

also a ' Compact ' Grand Lodge, but we have never seen any documents issued by it,

and cannot give its history.

"N^orth Carolina.—National, March i, 1870.

"Ohio.—WoODLiN says it was organized in 1848 ; but the better authority puts it

in 1851 : it was originally under the ' National Compact,' but in 1868 it withdrew,
and has been very earnest since in its efforts to procure the dissolution of the

National Grand Lodge.

*' Ontario.—Independent, 1 87 1

.

*' Pennsylvania.—Soon after the formation of the National Grand Lodge, and
immedi itely after the union of the two State Grand Lodges, there was a schism,
resulting in two Grand Lodges, as above stated, which are still in existence.

"Rhode Island.—There were until recently a ' Compact ' Grand Lodge, and an
Independent Grand Lodge, formed June 24, 1874; but the two consolidated and
formed a ' Sovereign Grand Lodge,' October 27, 1875.
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*"South Carolina.—Compact, June, 1869.

"Tennessee.— i, Independent, August 31, 1870 ; 2, Compact, 18/2;

"Texas.—Independent, August I9, 1875.

"Virginia,— I, Compact, ' Union Grand Lodge,' February 16, 1866; 2, Indepen-

dent, in 1867.

" In Colorada, Idaho, Iowa, Maine, Minnesota, Montana. Nebraska, Nevada, New
Hampshire, Oregon, Utah, Vermont, Washington and Wisconsin, there is no Grand
Lodge ; the same is true of Canada, except the Province of Ontario.

" From this history of these organizations, it will be seen at once that on no ground
whatever, can the Ohio proposition be sustained.

" To recognize them as Independent Grand Lodges is the death of the doctrine

of exclusive jurisdiction. If Ohio recognizes the African Grand Lodge, she must

repeal the ban of non-intercourse with Hamburg and the Grand Orient of France,

and recognize those bodies in New York, New Jersey and Louisiana, which she

has for so many years declared to be clandestine, and the planting of which wa> a

Masonic offense of so grave a character that it put the perpetrators outside the pale

of Masonry, in her judgment, as well as that of all her sisters.

'• Again, it introduces into Masonry a distinction founded upon race and color,

which is contrary to its fundamental principles. But it is said that a distinction

founded upon nationality has already been introduceil, and that it is no more an

innovation upon Masonic usage and law to grant a charter to men of color, than to

grant one to Germans or Frenchmen. We have never believed it right to issue a

charter with any stipulatron as to the language in which the work is to be done
;

still, the granting of a charter to men of color, leaving them free to admit whom
they please, and placing them under the same governmcnl as other lodges, is a very

different thing from recognizing an African Grand Lodge, and thus saying, ' the

whites will come with us, the blacks will go with you."

" No, the only terms upon which recognition can be granted is the consolidation

of the two Grand Organizations into one, as the supreme authority over all the

subordinates. If these organizations are regular, or merely technically illegal, they

should be invited to unite and fuse with the white organizations, as Masonic history

affords many precedents for doing.

" But are they regular ? Or are they merely technically irregular ? Or are they

essentially clandestine ? If, in 1782, the doctrine of exclusive jurisdiction was law,

as now held, the first lodge, the source of all the rest, was clandestine. But

admitting that African Lodge was a regular lodge, was there a single other regular

lodge established ? The first was formed in 1797 by Prince Hall, who had no

other or greater authority than that of Master of a lodge. It is true that anciently

lodges were formed without any warrant or charter; but, in 1797, it had been the

law of the Grand Lodge, under which African Lodge then held its charter and

worked, for thiee-quarters of a century, that ' if any set or number of Masons shall

take upon themselves to form a lodge, without the Grand Master's ivarrant, the

regular lodc^es are not to countenance them, nor own them as fair brethren duly

formed, nor approve of their acts or deeds,' (Eighth Old Regulation). The lodge

in Providence was formed in the same manner. These two, with African Lodge,

formed a Grand Lodge in 180S. Under the Old Regulation, to which we have

referred, these Lodges and their Grand Lodge were clandestine; they were clandes-

tine not merely under the Masonic law as it now exists, but under the law as it then

existed, and had existed nearly a century. Upon a most thorough and careful

examination, with an anxiety to arrive at the truth, but with an earnest wish, which
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we do not hesitate to avow, that the irregularities in these organizations might be

found to be of so purely technical a character that they might be healed by legislation,

and the universality of Masonry demonstrated in a signal manner, we can come to

no other conclusion than that they are irregular and must be held to be clandestine.

" But it is said that they maintain the same principles, have the same forms and
ceremonies, and practice the same Masonry that we practice, and in the same
manner in which we practice it ; and why not then heal them, ns has been done in

other cases, in which the parties healed were held to be equally clandestine ? To
this (if it is true) one answer is, that Ihey are not readv- Shoyld we heal the
' Nationals ' or the ' Independents ' ? Although there may be some States in which
this question does not arise, yet no policy must be adopted in this matter which is

not a general one, and while there are two rival organizations they are not ready to

present this question."

" But beyond this there is another difficulty, which another generation will

remove : many of the members of the colored lodges are not free born. It is true

that in 1813, the Grand Lodge of England struck out 'free horn' and inserted
' free man.' But in America, it is a landmark, that no one can be made a Mason
unless he is free born . there may be no reason whatever why a free man, though
not free born, may not be made a Mason ; but that does not signify, as long as the

law is otherwise, and we cannot see how this difficulty can be removed save by
time."

" We cannot see, therefore, that the Masons of to-day can do anything of the

character proposed by the Grand Lodge of Ohio, or that they are called upon to

recognize, or that they can recognize, without a violation of the landmarks of

Masonry, the organizations to which the resolutions of that Grand Lodge relate.

But one thing can be done : the question can he discussed Masotiical/v, if it is

discussed at all. We regret very much to have seen already the words ' falsehood '

and ' fanatics ' used in a discussion of this matter. The time has gone by when an
argument can be answered by denunciation, or men can be scared by the fear of

being called ' fanatics '; recourse to such terms implies a want of materials for

argument, or a want of ability to use materials."

M. W. Bro. Albert Moore re-elected G. M. ; R. W. Bro. Ira Berry, Grand

Secretary.

MANITOBA.

An especial Communication convened at Winnepeg, Aug. 17, 1875. -And the

First Annual Grand Communication June 14, 1876, in the same city.

The first assembly was to act upon a review of Constitution, to act upon a report

of Committee on Ritual, and to lay the corner-stone of a public building, A Con-

stitution, as revised, was adopted.

Lodges represented at the Annual Communication—chartered Lodges, 3 ; Lodges

U. D., 2 ; membership, 294.
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The address of retiring Grand Master Clark represents a reasonable prosperity

of the Fraternity.

.M. W. W. N. Kennedy elected Grand Master; R. W. Bro. John H. Bell,

Grand Secretary.

MARYLAND.

A Special Communication was held June 27, 1875, fo"" the purpose of paying a

tribute of respect to Bro. Daniel A. Piper, deceased.

The Annual Communication was held in Baltimore, Nov. 17, 1875, M. W. Bro.

John H. B. Latrobe, presiding.

Lodges represented, 76; total lodges, 92 ; membership, 5,575.

The address of Grand Master Latrobe is exceedingly brief, and devoted exclu-

sively to local affairs.

The report on Correspondence is from the pen of R. W. Bro. John M. Carter,

J. G. W. In reviewing Missouri, he gives Bro. GuULEY a fraternal cuj^—
" 'A Grand Master with such ideas could conscientiously knock the stuffing out of

any Constitution in ten minutes, and think he was doing God a service. We are

glad that he did restrain the great powers in him vested by ' immemorial usage,'

and save to good old Maryland a written law for another year.

"
' This subject is thus reported on by the Committee on Grand Master's Address :

The Constitution renders this Grand Lodge powerless to interfere with Choptank
Lodge in the premises, but your committee feel certain that the M. W. G. M. will

eventually settle the difficulty, not only impartially but strictly according to the

principles of prudence and justice.

"
' You bet he will. The Grand Lodge is powerless, but the Grand Master is

omnipotent. Of course he is ; and why ? Because by his reasoning. Grand
Lodges grew out of Grand Masters, and lodges out of Grand Lodges.'

" We earnestly protest against this criticism of Bro. Gouley, as discourteous,

undignified, unmasonic—ungentlemanly.

" Such comments by reviewers strike at the very foundation of those frarernal

relations among sister Grand Lodges, which, in our judgment, it is the province of

Committees on Correspondence to foster and encourage.

"Our M. W. G. M. does not shrink from just criticism, but we have a right to

claim for him immunity from insult at the hands of his critics.

" If Bro. Gouley desires to be so incisive in his reviews, he should at least employ

another vocabulary than that of a mere vituperation and slang.
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" In response to a courteous and fraternal criticism by the Committee on Corres-
pondence of the Grand Lodge of Michigan, we have endeavored to defend the
position taken by our M. W. G. M. upon this subject ; and to our remarks under the
head of ' Michigan ' we would fraternally refer Bro. Goui.EY, as also to the follow-
ing extract from the FIFTH charge :

" The most expert of the Fellow Craftsmen shall be chosen or appointed the
Master, or Overseer of the Lord's work, who is to be called Master by those that

work under him. The Craftsmen are to avoid all ill language, and to call each
other by no disobliging name, but brother or fellow ; and to behave themselves
courteously within and without the lodge."

M. W. Bro. Latrobe, re-elected G. M.; R. W. Bro.
J. H. Medairy, re-elected

G. Sec.

MARYLAND.

Semi-Annual Communication May gth, 1876.

In the absence of M. W. Bro. Latrobe, R. W. Bro Charles E. Hayward
opened the Grand Lodge. R. W. John M. Carter, reading the address of the

Grand Master. The principal features of this session is a consideration of the

financial condition of the Grand Lodge.

M. W. Bro. Latrobe says: " From what might be called utter insolvency five

years ago, they (finances) have gradually improved until now, without a dollar of

floating indebtedness, and meeting punctually the interest on its mortgages and the

ground rent on the Temple, its credit is equal to that of any other public institu-

tion." R. W. Bro. Francis Burns, D. G. M., has had the laboring oar in this

matter, and has succeeded as only a devoted and industrious Mason can.

In the matter of relief for indigent brethren, there seems to have been no syste-

matic provision, until the adoption at this Communication, of the following :

" Whereas, it is desirable, for the proper protection of the Lodges in the city of

Baltimore, that a more systematic mode of dispensing charity be adopted. There-

fore, be it

Resolved, That each and every Lodge in the City of Baltimore shall, at its next

regular election and at each election thereafter, elect from among its members ' One
Delegate,' who together shall constitute a body to be known as ' The Masonic Lodge
of Relief,' and that the delegates so elected shall serve for a term of six months, or

until their successors shall have been duly elected.

Resolved, That when the aforesaid delegates have been duly elected, they shall

proceed to organize the aforesaid ' Lodge of Relief,' under such rules and regula-

tions as they may see proper to adopt, consistent with the constitution and laws of

this Grand Body.
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Resolved, That the aforesaid ' Lodge of Relief shall receive and dispose of all

cases of charity which may be referred to them by the several Lodges in the city of

Baltimore; and in order to raise a sufficient revenue for that purpose, shall heve
power to draw on the said lodges for an amount not exceeding fifty cents per annum
for each and every member upon their rolls ; the said assessment to be paid quar-

terly, and the said Lodge of Relief shall have full and exclusive control over all

funds received by them."

Two Lodges, Nos. Sy and 119, having failed to make returns or pay dues, their

charters were declared forfeited. The following amendment to the Constitution

was adopted :

"Art. 17, Sec. i.—There shall be a Board of Managers to consist of nine, who
shall be members of the Grand Lodge, to be elected at the November Commu-
nication of the Grand Lodge, and in the following manner : The three receiving

the highest number of votes shall hold their office for three years, the three receiv-

ing the next highest for two years, and the three receiving the next highest for one

year; and at each November Communication after the year 1876 three members of

this Grand Lodge shall be elected for the term of three years, until their successors

are elected. Vacancies in the Board, caused in the recess of the Grand Lodge, by

death, resignation, or refusal to act, shall be filled by the appointment of the Grand
Master, who shall be ex-officio a member of the Board, and preside at its meetings.

In the absence of the Grand Master the Board shall appoint a Chairman pro tem-

poreT

MASSACHUSETTS.

We have before us proceedings of one Special Communication, Aug. 6, 1875, and

three Quarterlies, of Sept. 8, 1875. and March and June 8, 1876.

The entire interest of these records, centers in the Special which we have men-

tioned. The Grand Lodge was opened in ample form, when M. W. Percival

LoWDE Everett formally announced the death of " Senior Past Grand Master

WiNSLOW Lewis, M. D., whose death occurred two days prior to this communication.

His remains were conveyed to their last resting place by a very large gathering of

distinguished brethren."

It is impossible in a paper like this to give the reader any conception of the

strong hold had by our deceased brother upon the hearts of the Craft of New Eng-

land, and everywhere else he was known.

We well remember our introduction to him in 187 1. We were then impressed

with the grandeur of his character ; but, until the publication which we are review-

ing, we had not the most remote idea of his long and honorable identification with

the Fraternity. He was born in Boston, on the 8lh day of July, 1799, made a

Mason in Columbian Lodge, February 3, 1 831, and became a member of Saint John's

Lodge, March 3, 1834. In 1833 he was an officer in the Grand Lodge, and elected
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Grand Master for the years 1855, 1856 and i860. He was also prominent in all

other Masonic organizations, and at his death was an active member of the Supreme

Council of the A. & A. Rite for the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction of the United

States.

Not only as a Mason was he conspicuous. The profession of medicine lost an

able and accomplished member. He was a student of rare and varied accomplish-

ments. We cannot do better than to make such selections as will convey, though

imperfectly, some idea of his worth as a man and Mason.

From "Mefnorial Tribute :"

" A distinguished member of this Grand Lodge has said that ' Dr. Lewis was a

born Mason.' Is not this true ? From his youth to the time of his death was he

not endued with that spirit of benevolence and love of fraternization which are the

elements of Masonry ? His natural tendency was to co-operate with an Institution

whose principles are so broad as to embrace in its philanthropy the whole human
family. But his heart warmed not alone towards members of our Fraternity who
were in trouble or distress. His sympathy and kindness, professional and other-

wise, were evidently remembered with affection and gratitude over his coffin, in the

church, by persons not of our Society, if moistened eye, the quivering lip and gentle

touch of his mortal remains were evidences.

" In his remarks to this Grand Lodge in March last, on the death of R. W. Brother

John Flint, M. D., he characterized the latter's goodness as ' true greatness.'

Though our Brother Lewis acquired an exalted reputation for skill as a surgeon,

and for excellence in the healing art ; though in other branches of science and art

he had scholarly attainments ; though he was a lover of the classics, and embel-

lished his speech and writings with them; though he was prominently connected
with societies for the diffusion of knowledge, in whose labors he took an active

part,—-yet he was more distinguished for his goodness : his yearning to dispense

blessings to the suffering and depressed. His charity was of the larger kind ; it

consisted not merely in almsgiving, but, rather, in the practice of what the fiv^
points of felloivshif teach us. In this we find his ' true greatness.' The motto,

which some years since he influenced this Grand Lodge to adopt, is one which
should have been his own : Homo sum, et hiimani a me nil alienum puto :

—
' I am

a man, and nothing which relates to man can be foreign to my bosom.' "

A distinguished pupil says :

" Dr. Lewis's old age was singularly cheerful, and his cordial gieeting of his

old pupils and friends was just as it always had been in the brighter season—as we
are apt to consider it—before the days of the frost and the fading leaf have brought
their changes. He has left a name which many friends will embalm with their recol-

lections, and, in adding this slight tribute to worthier offerings, I am sure that the

feeling whic'n prompts it will more than excuse its insufficiency."

r)i.ivF,R Wendet,!, Holmes.
Boston, Sept. ist 1875.

In the " New England Historic-Genealogical Society," at a meeting of that organ-

ization, Oct. 6, 1875, Sereno D. Nickerson, Esq., spoke as follows :

" Mr. PRFSinENi" :—My connection with this society is of so recent date that I

have but little personal knowledge of the services rendered to it by its late honored
president, Dr. Winslow Lewis. But in other organizations T have, for some years,

- 9
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been brought into very close and intimate relations with him, and it has been my good
fortune, during all that time, to be thrown much into his society, and to enjoy the

most friendly intercourse with him. I have, therefore, had the best opportunities

for studying his character and forrtiing a just estimate of it. I would not, however,

by any means, intimate that any special opportunities of study were required in order

to arrive at a correct opinion as to what manner of man Dr. Lewis was. On the

contrary, I believe that if anyone ever wore his heart upon his sleeve, that person

was Dr. Lewis A more transparent, undisguised, unpretending, simple, frank and
truthful soul never existed. I think this is the impression that anyone must have

formed upon the most casual acquaintance. My frequent and intimate intercourse

has only confirmed and strengthened this impression, and inspired me with a pro-

found admiration for the purity, the fidelity and the unselfishness which formed this

happy, charming combination.

" None knew him but to love him. It was remarked by a prominent merchant of

this city that active business men were dying every day, who had occupied very

important positions and wielded powerful influence, about whom few cared enough
even to inquire how much money they left ; but in the death of Dr. Lewis, every

member of this community, and every person who had ever seen or heard of him,

felt as though he had lost a dear personal friend. It is interesting to inquire what

were the traits of character which inspired such unbounded affection and respect.

" One of his most marked characteristics was his fidelity to duty. Having once

determined where the path of duty lay, he walked in it with the most unwavering

fiiTnness, the most unfaltering confidence, the most determined persistency. No
matter how distasteful or tedious the course, provided it was becoming and necessary,

there was no thought of doubt or hesitation. The burden was cheerfully assumed and
bravely borne to the end ; and all this was done without the slightest claim of special

merit, and apparently without a thought of doing anything out of the common
course. He was sometimes charged, though in no unkindly spirit, with lacking

backbone. It was not uncommon to hear it said that he \vas ' a dear, good soul, but

too much inclined to please both sides.' A thorough knowledge of Dr. Lewis'

character I think would convince any one that this impression was erroneous. In

several instances, which occur to me at this moment, where important principle.s

were involved or great interests at stake he was as firm as a rock, and gave the whole
weight of his character and influence on the side of law and right. Argument and

controversy were exceedingly distasteful to him, and, therefore, in regard to trifling

and unimportant matters he was apt to agree with any one who discussed them, and
thus sometimes appeared to favor opposite opinions. When the occasion warranted

he did not fail to take a decided stand. But when the principle was established, the

law vindicated and the right triumphant, another trait in Dr. Lewis' character came
into play. His kindly, generous heart would glow with sympathy and pity for the

accused or the defeated as the case might be ; and he would spare no pains to make
the blow fall as lightly as possible.

" His absolute unselfishness was a marked characteristic of our departed triend.

He was constantly devising plans for the gratification of his friends. If he saw a

picture, or read a book which he thought would suit the taste or fancy of another,

he would often dispatch it to him forthwith, accompanied by a note sparkling with

humorous ideas or classical quotations. Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes, his pupil, says

this habit never forsook him, and that he was himself pleasantly surprised only a

year or two ago by the gift, from Dr. Lewis, of a great folio, containing portraits of

famous surgeons, physicians and anatomists. Frequently these tokens of interest

and affection were taken from his own most cherished stores. The thought of

impoverishing himself never seemed to occur to him, or was entirely swallowed up
in the consideration of the delight of the recipient in an object peculiarly to his
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taste. He delighted in saying friendly and flattering words, often veiling the senti-

ment in jocose and humorously exaggerated language, in order not to shock the

modesty of his listener. He was alwa) s scrupulously considerate of the feelings and
opinions of those in whose company he might be. No one ever received from him
a harsh, cutting word, a biting sarcasm, or a stinging sneer. His criticisms of others,

or of their sayings or doings, were never severe, but were usually so pointed and
witty that even their object must join in the laugh. His utter unselfishness, his

thoughtful consideration of others, joined to his kindly heart, and gentle, loving

spirit, produced in him those graceful and genial manners which made him the delight

of every circle in which he moved. He seemed to seek the company of young
people, and was always the youngest, and gayest, and most frolicsome of the

company. The same distinguished pupil from whom I have already quoted, says

his old age was singularly cheerful ; and his cordial greeting of his old pupils and
friends was just as it always had been in the brighter season.

" Another pleasing trait of Dr. Lewis' character was his eminently catholic

spirit. He was tolerant in all things. He found good and derived satisfaction

from all who were sincere and true. In matters of religious belief he was exceed-
ingl)' liberal. He used frequently to boast, laughingly, that Dn the same Sabbath
he had attended an Episcopalian church in the forenoon, a Unitarian in the after

noon, and a Methodist in the evening. He would apparently derive great pleasure

from each service, and would perhaps come home from each and declare the

sermon was the best he had ever heard.

" When he was interested in a subject he applied himself to it with his whole
heart and soul. His five years' service as president of this society was marked
with his accustomed zeal and devotion, and I doubt not was fruitful of good. His
addresses, I know, were elegant and scholarly, and add grace and dignity to our
annals. As members of this society, therefore, we do well to pay grateful tribute to

his memory, and, as individuals, we should be thankful for his long, useful and
honorable life. While cherishing the sweet remembrance of his virtues, let us

imitate his beautiful example, so that when our successors review our record they

may find its pages as bright, and pure, and unsullied as his.
'

"The president next called upon J. Wingate Thornton, Esq., of Boston, who
expressed his hearty concurrence in the just eulogium to which he had listened

on the character of Dr. Lewis, the genial scholar, and the ' beloved physician.' '•

We can only say in conclusion, that a large volume is filkd with these fraternal

and friendly tributes of affection for our departed brother.

MICHIGAN,

The Thii-ty-first Annual Communication was held at Detroit, January 26, 1875,

M. W. Bro. WiLUAM L. Webber, Grand Master ; R. W. Bro. Foster Pratt,

Grand Secretary.

Lodges represented, 294; total Lodges chartered and U. D., 321 ; total mem^
bership, 26,051.
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We feel a peculiar interest in this jurisdiction, because we were made a Mason

in 1848, in " Union" No, 28, and Master of " Siloam " No. 35 U. D.; and contin-

ued its presiding officer till our removal from the State in the summer of 1852.

The address of Grand Master Webber is elaborate, occupying 31 pages of closely

printed matter.

He stai'ts off with a pleasant allusion to courtesies extended by Grand Master

Hawley and brethren of Chicago, to himself and other Grand officers of his juris-

diction, on the occasion of laying the corner-stone of the new government building

in this city, June 24, 1874.

Twenty-four decisions are reported, many of which are founded in the Regula

tions of the jurisdiction. We quote the first, and with it the remarks of Bro. Web-

ber on the subject of non-affiliation :

" Question. A member of a Lodge, who is a man of good character, is in good
standing and clear of all charges on the Lodge books, applies for a dimit. In his

application he gives no reason therefor; but it is understood among the members,
that the reason is because the work and associations of the Lodge have become
distasteful and unattractive to him by reason of his peculiar views. It is under-

stood that he does not intend to remove from the jurisdiction, nor apply to any

other Lodge. Should a dimit be voted him under such circumstances.

^'Answer. Art. 16, Sec. 9 of Grand Lodge Regulations provides that a dimit

may be applied for, the reasons therefor being given. It was held by Grand
Master McCuRDY that this application must be in writing, and this was approved by

the Grand Lodge. The Regulations require the reasons for the application to be

given, and this should be in writing. The reasons may be satisfactory to the

applicant ; and it would be sufficient for him to allege that by i^eason of the peculiar

views held by him, the work, etc., of the Lodge was not agreeable to him. But

the question still arises : Suppose his application in writing, with the reasons given

also in writing ; should the Lodge vote him a dimit unless he proposes to join some
other Lodge ? On this, while I agree fully with those who hold memljership to be a

duty, yet I do not hold that non-affiliation merely, is such a Masonic offense as will

subject the non-affiliated to Masonic charges. The strength of a Lodge consists

more in the unity and harmony of its members than in their number. If, therefore,

any become, for any reason not affecting moral character, disaffected, and wi.sh to

withdraw, it is better to allow them to do so, the Lodge is strengthened by so doing.

But in such case the Brother withdrawing is not entitled to a certificate. The vote

of the Lodge on the Brother's request severs the membership. The certificate can

only be useful in case he desires to unite with some other Lodge. When the

reasons given are such as to show the absence of intention to unite with another

Lodge, no certificate or written dimit should be given."

NON-.\FFlLlATlUN.

" How to enforce affiliation seems to be a question which is now attracting much
attention throughout the different Grand Jurisdictions. From the remarks of some
on this subject, one might suppose that the principle object of the creation of Lodges

was to collect dues. In one State they have provided that unless all non-affiliated

Masons within their jurisdiction, within three months after notice, connect themselves

with some Lodge, the subordinate Lodge shall e.xpel them from all the rights and

privileges of Masonry, and others have gone nearly as far in this direction. They
should go a little farther to be consistent, and require Lodges to receive them on

ioplication. But to be Masonic, they should cease this warfare against non-affiliated
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Masons. Masonry existed before Lodges, and Lodge dues were not thought of until

a recent period of our history ; and I think it is but proper to say that this crusade

against non-affiliated Masons is an innovation in the body of Masonry. Non-affili-

ation is an evil, but it is one that cannot be corrected by force.

" When we undeitake to correct it by force or arbitrary rules, the result, doubtless,

will be to increase the number of non affiliates and suspended members. Masonry is

not founded on force. It does not exist by force or compulsion. Let us make
Lodges attractive. Let us so conduct our Lodge meetings that the rights of mem-
bership will be worth having, will be appreciated, and only those will remain non-

affiliates who are kept away by force. It is true that our Lodges must have a certain

amount of income in order to pay their necessary expenses, but that income should
not come as an entorced tax—it should be the voluntary, free, and equal contribution

of members. If any one be poor, his dues should Ite remitted. If any one, not

being obliged by necessity, shall neglect or refuse to pay his share of the expenses,

we should not dimit him on that account. But he, by this act, proves himself

unworthy of being a Mason. He proves that when he declared, before being made
a Mason, that, 'unbiased by friends and uninfluenced by mercenary motives, and
influenced solely by a desire of being serviceable to his fellow-creatures,' he freely

and voluntarily offered himself as a candidate for our mysteries, and desired to

become a member of the Lodge, promising a compliance with our usages, he stated

that which was not true, and he should be expelled from Masonry as material

received under a misapprehension as to its quality. In our Fraternity, the law of

force, except as it is applied to cut off unworthy members, has no place. Brother-

hood is maintained and strengthened by the law of love, but is destroyed by force.

If this fact should be remembered and acted upon, it is confidently believed that the

evil of excessive non-affiliation will cease. Again: the mere fact of non-affiliation

cannot be regarded as an injury to our order, nor as conclusive evidence that the

brother is not a lover of the Craft. There is a distinction between the rights of

Masons, as such, and the rights of membership. If a Mason is willing to renounce
the benefits of his membership, and become non-affiliated, he is still entitled to his

rights as a Mason. There may be special reasons in his particular case, reasons,

perhaps, connected with the peace of his family, or other causes that we know not

of, and that we have no right to inquire into, that lead him to take his course. Why
should we assume to judge him harshly ? As the connection originally was volun-
tarily formed, so let it be voluntarily continued, and if he desires to sever his mem-
bership, I think the Fraternity is more strengthened by allowing him to do so than
by retaining him against his will. Ceasing simply to retain membership, he does not
cease to be a Mason, nor does he necessarily cease to practice Masonic virtues.

" I agree entirely that ' every Mason ought to be a member of a Lodge.' This is

declared as a duty resting upon him. In the exercise of that charity toward our
brethren, which we profess, I think we are bound to assume that every Mason will

be a member of a Lodge unless he has a good reason for not being. Let us hold
nonaffiliated Masons strictly to their duty, and require of them an observance of the
moral law, and in case of their failure in this regard, treat them as members of

Lodges in a like case should be treated, with discipline, even to the extent of expul-
sion, if it be necessary to purge the Craft ; but do not let us put the non-payment of
one, two, or three dollars a year as dues, in the same scale as to punishment as we
put an offense against the moral law, unless the non-payment be wilful, in which
case the question enters the forum of morals, as an offense against brotherhood and
good fellowship."

We made a brief allusion to this topic in our notice of Utah, intending with an

opportunity like the present, to state as near as possible the ground occupied by oui

Grand Lodge, and then have done with the matter. It is of lao consequence to us
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what was the practice of "Operative Masonry." Speculative Masonry cannot have

an organic existence without financial support ; and for this reason we find it funda-

mental, that the applicant for degrees, if accepted, pays to the Lodge a stipulated

sum, and thereafter an annual amount which experience has determined is necessary

to carry on the work. Every initiate perfectly understands this ; and further, obli

gates himself to support. the regulations which govern the organization. This pledge

covers the whole ground of these relations to the Fraternity, and is just as obJiga

tory as any other part of his obligation. He is not to cheat, wrong or defraud.

Every member of a Lodge has a perfect understanding of all this. Be has volun-

tarily assumed those obligations, and is not ignorant of the fact that when he neg-

lects or refuses to pay his dues, without a reasonable apology, he violates a solemn

pledge, and thus wrongs the Fraternity. On these points we cannot discover any

legitimate ground for controversy. If, then, we are correct, what should be the

status of the non-affiliate? We say, emphatically, that when a member of a Lodge

voluntarily ignores a contract into which he entered of his own free will, the Lodge

cannot, and maintain one particle of self-respect, decline to recognize the departure.

The only thing il can do, is to lei him oft from every ,-laim with which :\ faithful

compliance with all his obligations invested him.

We are treating of facts and not theories. In doing this, we are forced tu say

things that are not palatable. We do not believe in the doctrine of reserved rights,

that a Mason can trample with impunity upon one vital feature of the organization,

and still claini a right which inheres from another. Masonry must be taken as a

whole. We have no right to select from it that which is simply comment, and reject

that which enjoins and expects from us sacrifices for its maintainance; when we do

this, we commit an off^ence which demands the infliction of a penalty.

We are forced to these conclusions from a long and varied experience in all the

branches of Masonry. We make the assertion without fear of successful contradic-

tion, that ninety per cent, of non-affiliates are not in symiiathy with the Fraternity.

Curiosity in some, avarice in others, and in the majority, a combination of both,

prompted them to knock at the door of Lodges. A few weeks of intercourse with

the brethren, satisfied the first, and in the second place assured them that Masonry

was not an insurance association, for their benefit, but on the contrary, that any

favors from the brethren would only accrue from a well ordered life and faithful

devotion to their obligations. These dimit, or as is law in some jurisdiction allow

themselves to be " stricken from the roll." It is true that a small peraentage of

non-affiliates dimit for reasons which they believe to be sufficient. For these we

entertain the warmest sympathy, and for this reason we are of opinion

—

First.—That a non-affiliate has no claims upon the Fraternity.

Second.—That Grand Lodges should allow constituent bodies to be the judges

of what fraternal courtesies should be extended to non-affiliates, either in life oi

death.

7'^2>^.__That a dimit should be granted upon application in writing, stating

reasons therefor. If the applicant declined to furnish such reasons, the dimit should

state the fact.
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"Question.—Is a brother Mason, who is quite an intemperate drinker, and fre-

quently gets on a spree, so as to unfit him for business, and aftei several days

drunkenness, commits suicide, entitled to Masonic burial ?

"Answer.—The case you put is a sad one—sad for your lodge, and sad for the

one who, from causes of which I am not informed, and which, perhaps, no one
can appreciate, is led to take his own life, probably while in such a mental condi

tion as not to be responsible for his own acts. It is a sad case for the lodge, because
if a lodge permits a member to remain such, without charges, while he is ' an

intemperate drinker, frequently getting en a spree, so as to unfit him for business,'

the lodge is guilt}' of a wrong to that brother and to the Fraternity, which should

close its mouth against complaints after his death. A lodge owes it to herself, to

the Fraternity, and particularly to the brother who is thus misbehaving himself, to

cause him to be brought before the lodge, and to be dealt with in proper Masonic
manner for his wrong. It may save him from a fearful fate—-a drunkard's death.

If it does not have that effect, but if, on the contrary, he is hardened so that he
will not heed the advice and admonitions of his brethren, then the lodge owes it to

itself, and to the Fraternity, to sever the relations which exist between them, so that

the Fraternity will be free from responsibility for his evil acts and his evil example.

I cannot answer your question either yes or no. The mere fact that the brother

took his own life would not, of itself, be sufficient to justify the lodge in refusing to

give him Masonic burial, provided the circumstances under which he took it were
such as to indicate the belief that he was not re.sponsible for his own acts at the

time.'"

Bro. Webber "cannot" answer the question. Under such circumstances, we,

being Master of a lodge, should certainly decline to give the suicide a formal

Masonic burial. We would see to it that his remains were cared for, but we do not

believe that his relation to the Craft demands that which, in the eyes of the world,

is an endorsement of a vicious life. No, no! We give the remarks of our brother

in the hope that this subject may attract the attention of our lodges.

M. W. Bro. Geo. H. Durand elected Grand Master; R. W. Bro. Fosikk PKArr

re-elected Grand Secretary.

The report of Committee on Foreign Correspondence is from the fertile brain of

Bro. Pratt. it is unnecessary to say that the report is worthy of attention. His

notice of Illinois is fraternal.
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MICHIGAN.

Special Communication, May 29, 1876, at Detroit, for the purpose of laying the

corner-stone of the Public Library Building, erecting in that city.

M. W. G. Master G. H. Duk and, presiding.

The ceremonies were of the customary interesting character.

The address of the G. M. is an excellent production—full of that spirit which we

always expect to find in a true Masonic heart.

The Thirty-second Annual Communication was held in Grand Rapids, Jan. 25.

M. W. Bro. Geo. C. Durani>, presiding.

Lodges represented, 310; Lodges chartered, 316; Lodges U. D., 14; Total

Lodges, 330 ; Membership, 26,704.

The address of our M. W. Brother is of much interest. Dignified and courteous

m tone ; clear and distinct in its utterances, it commands our attention, and fraternal

consideration for its author.

Nine authorizations have been granled tor new Lodges. He reports fourteen

decisions :

''Question.—The service of a summons on a brother who resides within the juris-

diction of the Lodge was made by mail, and he acknowledges that he received the

letter containing it. Is the service suificient ?

"^Answer.—No. The brother may, however, accept service in writing, which
would obviate the necessity for a more formal service ; 01* if he should appear before

the Lodge, and go to trial without objecting to the form of service, the objection

would undoubtedly be waived, and the Lodge would acquire jurisdiction. In all

other cases a proper service of the summons must be made."

We cannot see the propriety of this decision, except it be founded in the statutes'

of the jurisdiction.

A Mason must obey all regular summons, even if ''sent to hifn." If sent to him,

and it is of proof that he received it, we cannot understand why he is not bound to

obey.

We are glad to place upon record the following :

" Question —The by-laws of a Lodge provide that members who are six months in

arrears for dues shall not be entitled to vote or to hold office in the Lodge. Is such

a provision valid ?

"Ans7e'er.—No. It conflicts with Sections 2 and 3, Article 5, of G. L. R., and is

void."

" Question. Has a Lodge the right to attend the funeral of a deceased member in

a case where the funeral ceremony is not performed by it, but is conducted by the

order of Knights Templar?
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^^Answer. The principle involved in the question propounded is one that has
caused much discussion among learned and distinguished Masons in many of the

Grand Jurisdictions in this country. It has been very uniformly held that a Lodge
has no right to take part with any other organization in conducting a funeral cere-

mony, thereby creating a ceremony which is partly Masonic and partly the ceremony
of some other order, and in this conclusion, so wisely arrived at, I most heartily con-

cur. At this point, however, I must stop. After a most earnest and careful exami-
nation of the subject I am unable to concede the correctness of the rule established

by some decisions which prohibits a Lodge from simply attending the funeral of a

deceased member, as a mourner, when the ceremony is conducted entirely by some
other organization. The unity of the organization of the Lodge is not thereby des-

troyed, nor the beautiful ceremony of our institution marred, or the dignity of Ma-
sonry lowered. The Lodge in such a case as a unit simply marches in procession

to the grave, and although taking no part in the ceremony, pays that decent respect

to the memory of a departed brother, which not only brotherly love but ordinary

humanity dictates. Having done this—having dropped the sympathetic tear upon
his grave, and shown a kindly regard and affection for a brother whom death has
taken—the Lodge still preserving the unity of its organization, returns to the place

from whence it started to take such other or more formal action as may be deemed
appropriate in view of the bereavement it has sustained.

" I am sorry to be obliged to render a decision which seems to conflict with much
respectable authority upon this subject, but I cannot in conscience do otherwise. I

think that to prohibit a Lodge from appearing as a mourner at the funeral of a

deceased member, simply because the funeral ceremony is performed by another and
different organization is illiberal and inhumane, and in every sense opposed to that

spirit of kindly affection and fraternal regard which Masonry teaches. I shall,

therefore, hold that a Lodge may, if it chooses, attend the funeral of a deceased
brother as a mourner, no matter by whom the funeral ceremony is conducted : pro-

vided, however, that it shall not unite with any other organization in conducting
such ceremony : and, provided further, that its unity shall be preserved in proces-

sion, and during the service, in the same manner and to the same extent, as if the

ceremony was performed by such Lodge."

Never apologize for a decision that bears the impress of the beautiful tenets of our

profession. Doctors of the law may look askance, but brotherly love will come

promptly to the rescue when such doctrine is assailed.

He devotes considerable space to the "social relations of Masonry." We like

his ideas; nevertheless, we are firmly of the opinion, as we have said in another part

of this volume, that the attainment of a more exalted social position for Masonry

is impossible with the present dangerous multiplication of lodges.

" The mere fact that a man is made a Mason, does not change his social relations

in life—he is still the man, the husband, the father, the brother, the friend, accord-

ing as his condition may be, and should lodges make it a fixed custom to have fre-

quent social gatherings, would not that fact alone cause the members to be unusually

careful about the quality of the material from which they would make Masons ? In

examining into the character and qualifications of the applicant for Masonic honors, in

order that they may become convinced that he is worthy and of good report, will they

not be more careful to give full force to these terms, and before voting to admit him,

satisfy themselves most thoroughly that he is in possession 6f those positively good
<iualities which make it desirable to bring him into the closest social relations, not

only with the members of the lodge Masonically, but also with their wives, sisters,

daughters and friends, socially ? Now if a man has about him that large prepon-

derance of positively good qualities which entitle him to be made a Mason, and to

be received into our brotherhood, he is a proper person to be admitted into the most

—10
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friendly social relations, not only with us but also with those whom we hold most dear

in life, and that too without regard to what his worldly wealth or honor may be, for

Masonry does not regard a man for the gilding which wealth or fame alone can give

him. It does, however, regard the nobility of his manhood, and therefore, if the

applicant be a mere negation, a man of such negative qualities, that no one can

know either good or bad about him ; if he be one of those peculiar nobodies who
has never developed sufficient force of character to make himself a recognized

integral of the great world of positive men, he is not made of that material which

can profit by Masonry, and he should never be admitted into our ranks.

" I have sometimes thought that a nerveless negative man, who is simply good,

because he has not sufficient physical or mental energy to be otherwise, and who
drifts listlessly along through life in any sea in which circumstance or fortune may
have placed him, does as much harm to any institution he belongs to, as the man
who develops some positive badness of life. In any event such a man can reflect

no credit upon Masonry. He is a dead weight and an incubus while he lives, and

when he dies he is ' unwept, unhonored and unsung.'

" To me nothing sounds more uncomplimentary than to hear a brother say of an

applicant for Masonic honors, that he has known him for years ; that he always seems

like a quiet sort of man ; that he never has seen anything wrong in him, and has

never heard anybody say anything either for or against him; and yet I fear that men
have been made Masons with no better recommendations than this. Such a recom

mendation as this could be given to almost any human nonentity, and very much the

same thing could be truthfully said of many kinds of almost brainless, bloodless

things."

M.-. W.-. Bro. Chas. F. Stambury, of D. C, was present with the claims of

National Monument Society. They were referred to Committee on Finance, who

reported a resolution, urging subordinate lodges to make liberal contributions.

We do not find a report from the Committee on Correspondence.

M.*. W.-. Bro. Matthew H. Maynan was elected Grand Master; R.-. W.-.

Ellery I. Garfield, Grand Secretary.

MINNESOTA.

The Twenty-third Annual Communication of our sister jurisdiction assembled in

St. Paul, July II, 1875.

M.-. W.-. Bro. Charles Griswold, presiding.

Lodges represented, 91 ; total Lodges chartered, 115; total Lodges U. D., 8 ;

Membership, 5,967 ; dispensations granted for new Lodges, 5.

The address of G.-. M.-. Griswold is an elaborate production ; devoting eight

pages of twenty-seven to "Colored Masonry." We are acquainted with his inclina-

tions in this direction. He says, " I have been told that there are at present but two

colored Lodges in this State." We do not intend to prolong this discussion, but will
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simply ask Bro. G. by what authority these colored Lodges invaded the jurisdiction of

the Grand Lodge of Iowa ? We make this inquiry because he does not seem to

question the legitimacy of these Lodges. Does he recognize two jurisdictions in

Iowa ?

We are glad to make the following quotation from his address :

" In this connection, allow me to call your attention to a practice among Lodges
in this jurisdiction, which is altogether too common, and which should be speedily

corrected, to-wit : the recommending of petitions for new Lodges by brethren who
do not really believe that the good of Masonry would be enhanced thereby. A
certain number of brethren in some new locality desire to organize a Lodge—they

draw up their petition in due form—sign it, and then hand it in to the nearest Lodge
for their recommendation ; the desired endorsement is obtained, and in due time the

petition finds its way to the Grand Master, but perhaps through the mail which brings

the petition comes a letter from the W.-. M.-. or Secretary of the Lodge which gave

its endorsement, marked ' confidential;' or a brother is sent to see the Grand Master

in person and say to him, privately, the Lodge desires that the petition be not

granted, that their endorsement was given for the sake of preserving peace and
harmony, knowing that a refusal would result in discord ; and that while they have

given their written endorsement, yet they do not believe that the establishment of the

proposed Lodge is for the good of the order. Now, brethren, allow me in all

candor to ask, is the course above described—and the practice of which has been by

no means exceptional in this jurisdiction—-honorable? Is it manly? Is it in

accordance with the teachings and principles of Masonry for any one to shift respon

sibilities which properly belong to him upon the shoulders of another ? Of course,

to ask such questions is to answer them. Again, the recommendation of the nearest

Lodge is required before granting a dispensation as a means of obtaining information

upon which to form right conclusions. But by the course above referred to, for this

purpose they are rendered nearly worthless. I would not impugn motives. I am
willing to admit, that in taking the course to which we allude, brethren sometimes
think that they are doing that which is for the best, and are very honest in their con-

clusion, and yet 1 think that an impartial view of this matter must convince them
that if eventually they carry up such specimens of their skill for the inspection of the

Grand Overseer, their work will be pronounced neither good, true, nor square, and
will be thrown over among the rubbish, I have received during the year an

unusually long list of applications for new Lodges, most of which were refused, for

reasons which to myself seemed good and sufficient, and with the details of which I

will not weary your patience."

The report of the Committee on Foreign Correspondence, M.-. W.-. Bro. A. T. C.

PlERSON, chairman, is worthy of careful consideration. He does not appear to have

received the proceedings of this jurisdiction for 1874. Perhaps our Grand Secretary

has been just a trifle careless.

In his review of Arkansas, he says

—

" Few, very, very few Masons are willing that Masonic death, even for the time
being, should be visited upon a brother with whom they are in daily association, for

his neglect to pay his dues, and yet they feel that he should not have a// the privi-

leges that they possess ; and hence, when sentence of suspension is declared, seek to

define it, as the Arkansas committee have done, overlooking the fact that the O.-. B.-.

recognizes no grade or distinction.''

We have had " our say " on this topic in our notice of Michigan.
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Bro. PiERSON speaks our mind in the following

—

"Our position on the question of making Masons of negroes, is—and we believe

that we are in accord with a very large majority of the Masons, in this jurisdiction at

least—that every lodge has the perfect right to select its material ; is the sole judge
of the qualifications of those it accepts upon whom to confer the degree, subject

only to the Ancient Landmarks. That any lodge has the undoubted right to accept
and act upon the petition of any man, without reference to the color of his skin, and
that all petitioners should be subject to the same ordeal ; ' the only proper door to

Masonry is through the ballot-box.'
"

Leave this entire question of "colored Masonry " to lodges, and the vexing and

interminable discussion will soon end.

He concludes his able report with the following fraternal advice to Ohio

—

"A few years since, the American Grand Lodges were again called upon to act

to sustain the principle that there could be but one Grand Lodge in a given territory,

and that a lodge in such territory holding a warrant from any other authority was
clandestine. The Grand Lodges of the United States unanimously sided with Louis-
iana against the Grand Orient of F"rance.

" This latter case, and the efforts of Bro. FiNDEL to bring about the recognition of

the colored Grand Lodges by those of Europe, has induced the European powers to

examine the question, and the why's and wherefore's of the American doctrine. The
best Masonic minds in Europe are becoming convinced that our position is not only
a necessity with us, but that the efficiency of the institution would be enhanced by
their adoption of the same position.

" Hamburg, ambitious to establish lodges everywhere, claiming that she has a

right to establish lodges in any town, city or State, where there are Germans, is using

her utmost endeavors to prevent the adoption by the other Grand Lodges of the

American doctrine, and, to that end, as a part of its machinery, is endeavoring to

induce the European Grand Lodges to recognize the colored Grand Lodges of

America, as independent bodies ; well knowing that, if such recognition should be
acquiesced in, it would be the death-blow to the progressive movement in Europe,
and she could go on her way rejoicing, establishing lodges all over the United States

with impunity, so far as Europe was concerned.

" The adoption of the resolution proposed by the Grand Lodge of Ohio, would
be playing into the hands of that of Hamburg, breaking the American phalanx,

destroying our system of Masonry, opening the door to Hamburg and other Euro-
pean powers to establish their lodges wherever they chose in this country, and all

for what ?

" Unfortunately, Ohio would not be the only sufferer; there is not a State in the

Union but that would share in the devastation brought upon the country by her suicidal

course.

" This is not the question of the negro, but of the perpetuity of Masonry in

America. The negro question can be solved without rending the American system
into fragments, and more satisfactory to the better informed of those interested, than

that proposed.

" The negro question can be solved without doing violence to any of the land-

mai-ks, laws, customs or usages of the Craft, perchance the ambitions of neither

color would be gratified.

" The question has never come before the Grand Lodge of Minnesota. If it

does, or when it does, the Grand Lodge will be prepared to meet it. The other
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question has, and the Grand Lodge of Minnesota stands pledged to sustain and
maintain the position, that she is, and must of necessity be, sovereign within the

bounds of the State.

" If Ohio in the past has done wrong—and from her own showing it appears that

she has—let her make amends. Do it Masonically, but not in a way that, while not

benefiting the colored man, will do more injury to the Craft than all the Oberlinites

could do in a thousand years—injuries that time can never rectify."

All of which is respectfully submitted.

A. T. C. PIERSON, Chairman.

St. Paul, Jan. nth, 1876.

M.-. W.-. Bro. J. C. Branden, elected Grand Master; M.-. W.-. Bro. A. T. C.

PiERSON, re-elected Grand Secretary.

MISSISSIPPI.

The brethren of this Grand Jurisdiction convened in Grand Lodge at Jackson,

February 2d, 1876.

M.-. W.-. A. H. Barkley, presiding.

Lodges represented, 261 ; total chartered Lodges, 313 ; Membership, 11,205.

The address of the Grand Master is a comprehensive paper, giving us ample

assurances of his well directed zeal for the welfare of the Craft.

He reports ten decisions.

We are pleased to note this :
" I congratulate myself in being able to report that

" I have, during the past year, granted liut one dispensation for the formation of a

" new Lodge."

Again he says :

" Occupying, as Freemasonry does, a prominent position among the recognized
institutions of the land, and which has for its ultimate end the amelioration of the
condition and elevation of mankind, it is to be expected that the combined efforts of
the Fraternity would be directed to the final accomplishment of this laudable under-
taking. Founded on the purest principles of morality, and enforcing its tenets, as

Freemasonry does, by precepts, based upon and deduced from the divine law, we
have sufficient grounds to foster the hope of great results from the united efforts of
those whose lives 'are linked together by an indissoluble chain of sincere affection.'

Viewed simply in the Hght of a social institution it has claims upon society which
call for serious thoughts and calm investigation. But if we would understand and
appreciate its true mission, our thoughts must take a wider range and grasp those
nobler objects which are the legitimate offspring of the great principles on which the
institution rests. The foundation of every virtue is truth. To be good and true is

the first lesson which Masonry teaches. To know and do the truth is the grand end
proposed, and when this shall have been accomplished, then, and not until then, will

the true mission of the institution of Masoniy have been fulfilled."
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We should not have troubled our readers with this quotation, but for the purpose

of spreading before them the gratifying fact that our M.-. W.-. Bro. is in earnest.

Preaching without practice is cheap and worthless. During our labors, we have

perused a score or more of homilies, well charged with ostentatious rhetoric, but

we have not before been advised of action like the following :

CHARTERS ARRESTED.

" There are some evils which can only be cured by the administration of the most

rigid discipline. The judicious enforcement of law promotes a healthy growth in

the body Masonic. In some instances I have simply executed the orders and

carried out the instructions of the Grand Lodge, whilst in others 1 have been forced

to exercise my own better judgment, and apply that remedy which the circumstances

of the case and the good of Masonry require.

ACACIA LODGE NO. 246.

" I arrested the charier of Acacia Lodge No. 246, February 26th, and appointed

Bro. Y . Chapman Receiver, and ordered him to take possession of the charter, books

and funds, and forward the same to the Grand Secretary. The jewels having been

purchased by private subscription, I ordered him to hold the same in trust for the

Grand Lodge, until further orders. This Lodge had held no meetings for the year

1874, and the W.-. M.-. reports it impossible to get a quorum, although he had

repeatedly made the effort.

WAYNE LODGE NO. I02.

"Through the R.-. W.-. Grand Lecturer, whom I had appointed to visit this

Lodge, I learned, on the 6th of March last, that such was the condition of things in

this Lodge, that in the opinion of many of its members, it would be impossible to

resuscitate it. He reported that the stands and furniture had been removed from

the Lodge room—the Hall appropriated as ' a ball-room and place of meeting for

holiday organizations,' and that the fastenings of the Lodge were insecure. In

April I instituted an investigation by a series of interrogatories addressed to one of

the most reliable members of the Lodge, and became fully satisfied that the facts as

stated were true. Hoping that this investigation might serve to arouse the member-

ship and instill new life into the Lodge, I postponed further action until the 4th of

September last, and on becoming satisfied that no steps had been taken to revive the

Lodge, I arrested the charter, and appointed Bro. W. H. Patton Receiver, and

ordered him to take possession of the charter, jewels, books and funds, and forward

the same to the Grand Secretary.

" December 27th. I received information from the Grand Lecturer, through the

Grand Secretary, that Bro. Patton had neither received my edict arresting the

charter of the Lodge, nor notice of his appointment as Receiver. On the 1st of

January, 1876, I issued a second edict arresting the charter, and appointed Bro.

Patton Receiver, with instructions as before stated. I presume the order has been

obeyed."

If space permitted we should be glad to present the entire report of Bro. Thos .

S. Cathright on the "Objective Features of Masonry." He opens thus

—

"As an evidence of our real condition, I would call the attention of the Grand

Lodge to the amount of good we are doing in this State. It is not necessary foi'

brethren to boast of a stand-still benevolence. This is not progress. I will pro

pound one or two questions to every Mason who hears me, and to every one who

may read the address : Are you progressing ? What good thing have you done ?
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' It is sufficient for the rocks to say we do no harm.' Are you improving your mind
by the acquisition of useful knowledge? Are you relieving distress ? Never mind
about what other Masons are doing: what are you doing ? Are you subduing youi
passions ? A truthful response to these queries, audibly spoken on thi, floor, would,
I fear, chill the whole Grand Lodge.

" These reflections induce me to speak of the

PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY oK MASONS.

" Every Mason is personally responsible for the character of our beloved Institu-

tion. No one can avoid it. He who is always ready to admit that Masonry is

much abused, should address himself as one to the corrections of his own thoughts
and acts. He should study the history and genius of Masonry. Official brethren

of this Grand Jtirisdictton and members of the Grand Lodge, should be sure to art

as exemplars as ivell as counsellors and legislators. They should instruct their less-

informed brethren, and do it as brethren, and not as self-appointed monitors."

Italics ours.

Numerous questions of Masonic law were before the Committee on jurisprudence,

but we do not observe any startling digression from generally received views.

The Report on Correspondence, by M.-. W.-. Bro. Cathrk.hi, is an exxellent

review of the proceedings of forty-three Grand Bodies. For some reason Illinois is

not alluded to.

Of Ohio, he says :

" We have received a pamphlet of forty eight pages, issued by the Grand Lodge
of Ohio, on the subject of colored Masons in general, and of the colored Grand
I odge of Ohio, in particular.

" We have little disposition to discuss this subject, and will say but little. 'We
must say but little, but that little must be said, because we are just who and where
we are.

" We recognize the universality of Masonry ; and nothing can be found in out

Constitution or laws at war with that declaration. The negro occupies the sam.e

civil and political position in Ohio and Mississippi. This our Grand Lodge has

not ordained, nor will it attempt to destroy or defeat. With that actuality we, as

Masons, have nothing to do. It is not proper to discuss the expediency, regularity,

irregularity, or wisdom of the action which fixed the political status of the negro.

" Certain fundamental questions of a purely Masonic character present themselves,

and these must not be dodged. First : Has the Grand L,odge of Mississippi, as it

has been organized for fifty-eight years, exclusive jurisdiction in this State, over the

three first degrees of Ancient Craft Masonry ? .Second : If the Grand Lodge uf

Mississippi has this jurisdiction over these degrees, within the borders of the State,

how must all lodges working under charters granted by other authority be regarded,

and what must be the status of all Masons made in such lodges ? Third : Should
the Grand Lodge of Ohio divide or yield a portion of its jurisdiction over persons

of a particular cojor or race, to another Grand Lodge within the borders of the State

of Ohio, what would be the efTect upon the rights and prerogatives of the Grand
Lodge of Mississippi, and upon Freemasonry in general, as now organized ?

" In answer to the first question, we take the position of the Grand Lodge of

Michigan, that the Grand Lodge of Mississippi has exclusive jurisdiction over the

three first degrees of Ancient Craft Masonry, within the geographical and civil limits
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of the Stale, and has had that jurisdiction for fifty-eight years ; and Second : That
any and all Lodges operating in the State without the warrant or charter of the

Grand Lodge of Mississippi are clandestine, and all Masons hailing from these

lodges are clandestiiie.

" The third question deals with more complicated relations ; but these relations

are not less easily marked and defined. The great principle of exclusive jurisdic-

tion is the settled law of the Craft, on this continent ; and its integrity is committed

to all of us, as we all have a common interest and a common responsibility in main-

taining it inviolable. If then, Ohio recognize the colored Grand Lodge in that

State, simply by substituting 'African ' for colored, the common trust committed to

one Grand Lodge and to every Grand Lodge, is violated ; and we, my brethren,

cannot stand by without concern. Should the Grand Lodge of Ohio, however,

decide to heal every colored Mason in the State, by causing him to go through the

prescribed course that all 'brothers and fellows' have done, in just and regularly

constituted Lodges, Mississippi has no right to interfere or complain. A process of

healing, however, which avoids due inquiry into fitness and the secret ballot, is no
healing at all. Prince Hall, nor any other Prince, has a right to make innovations

upon the body of Masonry ; and we do not intend to be led into the mazes of a dis-

cussion involving the origin, progress, and full growth of this settled question of

jurisdiction, nor to review our action in recognizing the present Grai^d Lodge of

Ohio or any other Grand Lodge with which we are in correspondence. With us

these questions are settled forever. Were we disposed to examine the pamphlet before

us in the light of history, facts and legitimate inferences, the conclusion would be

irresistible, that every colored Lodge in Ohio is a clandestine Lodge, and every

colored Mason not initiated, passed and raised by a Lodge working under the

authority of the Grand Lodge of Ohio, or by a Lodge working under some other

recognized Grand Lodge, is clandestme. We do not wish to array or bring into the

consideration of this question the Centennial, with its associations, antecedents or

consequents. We have no desire to consider the action of Governor Andrew or

anybody else, in making soldiers of negroes. These are topics upon which Masons
should be silent. They add to nor take from the merits of this subject. At this

meridian, affections are warm, memory is dear, love of country is sacred, and the

unknown occupant of an unmarked Confederate grave is as dear to the people as

though he slept beneath the arch of a monumental pile; still it is not proper, in

considering a purely Masonic question, to surround it with considerations of personal

affection or material glory. We prefer not to consider any Masonic questions

burdened by suggestions so much calculated to obscure the object in view.

" In the event that Ohio recognizes the colored Grand Lodge of that State, it

would be incumbent upon it to extend fraternal recognition to any Grand Lodge
that the half-dozen so-called colored Masonic T>odges may establish in Mississippi,

or that may be established in any other State; and out of that action might grow a

disturbance that would spread over the continent.

" Free Masonry being universal, any discrimination against a man who has the

necessary qualifications and passes the scrutiny of the secret ballot, is wrong, no

n)atter what may be his color or race. Any discrimination in favor of one man
above another, merely on account of the color of his skin, is wrong. There are

corrollaries growing out of the general proposition of universality. No man has any

claims on the institution of Freemasonry ; no man has any right to demand admis-

sion into its mysteries ; but his qualities of head and heart, and not the color of his

skin, should commend him to the favorable consideration of the Craft. This being

granted, this committee can see no impropriety in establishing or recognizing Grand
or Subordinate Lodges for the special benefit of any race or color of men.

" In reply to the argument of prejudice, it is only necessary to state, that Masonry

takes humanity as it finds it. Its landmarks are immovable, and its requirements
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are inflexible. Men are more or less niatle up of prejudices, and, if divested of

these, we should a[)proach a stale not dreamed of in the slumbers of our fathers.

King Solomon belonged to a raee of men who were the most exclusive people on
the earth ; and this fact is in harmony with our present idea of the institution.

Masonry is not for the multitude, but should be a bond between good men and true.

We do not hesitate to say, that there are thousands of white men in our Lodges,
whose alienation from the Fraternity would work it great advantage. This, how-
ever, does not admit that selections can be based on the idea of color, but upon those

internal ijualitications which should recommend a man to be made a Mason.

" In what has been said we trust nothing can be found to have arisen from preju-

dice against the negro race. He is an African, and has been sinned against, in that

he has been enslaved in this country, for two centuries, yet, when we look at his

race in his native land, and then look at the average negro, who was here born in

bondage, we feel that the sin of his transportation ' from Afric's sunny fountain,'

which docs not, however, lay at our door, is compensated and atoned for, by his

improved condition. Mississippi Masons do not fear the negro, do not desire his

degradation, but sincerely hope for his elevation to any attainable altitude in morals
and intelligence. If his exclusion from Masonry among them be desirable, the taint

of bondage at his birth secures that, in respect of nearly every one, who coula
approach the Masonic altar whilst those of us, who now live, conduct its ceremonies.

After that, the unanimous ballot will suffice for our successors. It is believed that

more of whatever damage may arise from the social equality, involved in the fraternal

blending of the two races, will be felt in Ohio than in Mississippi. No temptation
is olfcred this committee to descant upon the generally received oi)inion of the

negro's capacity. The poor African has been the source of more bitterness and
discord between two sections of this great and favored country than has all other

elements combined. Upon the quarrel engendered by his presence, in our cuinitry,

was suspended the lives of millions of brothers of a common country, and in the

adjustment of that quarrel, those lives were sacrificed. The old institution, so con-

servative in ])rinciple, so venerable in years, so charitalile in practice, is now
approached by this sable (piestion, and we regard the pamphlet under review as a

shadow of coming events. To avert all calamity, we exhort Masons, everywhere, to

let negroes take their chances in Masonry, as (lo our most favored race, and let us

all Contribute, in a spirit of benevolence and philanthropy, to the jjrogress of this

unhajjpy race.

" We think we have asserted clearly that we do not fear contact with the negro.

Against that we are fortified, in the present, by the logic of facts—in the future, by
the inflexible requirement of a unanimous ballot. It maybe that all fortificatiiHi may
be rendered unnecessary, in the next generation, by the growth of the colored man,
in all those qualities which shall render him a desirable companion, in social and
Masonic intercourse.

' We fear that the action, foreshadowed by the disposition of the Grand Lodge of

Ohio, may hieget strife, which shall distract our counsels, estrange our brethren, and
mar that harmony which now obtains from the Lakes to the Gulf—from ocean to

ocean. Once unsettle the integrity of Grand Lodge jurisdiction, as it is now
recognized, in the United States, and an Iliad of woes will fall upon our beloved
Fraternity, that admit of no distinction among men, from which can, legitimately,

spring one particle of discord. We conclude these observations by repeating that

Masonry is universal, and cannot and must not so divide its juris<liction as to recog-

nize a necessity for one Lodge for a white man, another for a red man, and another
for a black man. Masonry is for manhood. So let it be, and let it march along in

the dignity of its glorious past, accomplishing, gradually but surely, its grand destiny,

of uniting in one great common brotherhood, all the colors and races of men, and in

that shape and fullness to constitute the new Temple."

—11
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M.-. W.-. Bro. John Y. Murry was elected G. M. ; R.-. W.-. Bro. J. L. Power

re-elected G. Sec.

MISSOURI.

The Fifty-fifth Annual Communication of this Grand Body convened in St. Louis,

October I2th, 1875. M.-. W.-. Bro. John W. Luke, presiding.

Lodges represented, 179; total lodges, 489 ; membership, 22,822 ; charters sur-

rendered, 3 ; dispensations for new lodges, 2.

The address of Grand Master Luke is an elaborate document, covering nearly

twenty two pages of closely printed matter, including about seven pages of decisions

on Masonic law.

One cannot read this address

—

the thirty-foHr appeals before the " Committee on

Grievance," and the reports of D. D. G. Masters—without entertaining the unpleas-

ant impression that Masoury, in many sections of this jurisdiction, is being severely

tried in the house of its friends.

Grand Master Luke says

—

condition of the craft.

" In commenting upon the condition of the lodges through this jurisdiction, I

should be delighted to do so in unequivocal terms, as to their moral and material

prosperity, and so close this address ; but I cannot faithfully discharge my trust

without an allusion to the symptoms of disease which may, without due care,

become incurable, and not only imperil the existence of individual lodges, but through

them affect the whole body of the Craft.

" The present hotbed production of Masons is showing its consequences in the

bickerings and dissensions to some extent so prevalent, the electioneering for office,

the disgust manifested by unsuccessful aspirants for office, and the formation of

cliques to promote the interests of their respective candidates ; the displeasures

shown openly by friends of a petitioner because some one or more members dared

to exercise their undoubted right to reject a petitioner, no matter how estimable his

character might be in the opinion of all his acquaintances ; the suspicious scrutiny to

ascertain, in violation of all law, who the rash offender may be, and, worse still, a

determination to make reprisals by steadily black-balling every petition afterwards

presented, and in some cases compromising with objectors by mutual agreements to

vote for my man if I will vote for yours. Add to these the election of officers unquali

fied for their positions, and their al)ortive attempts to confer degrees, the meanings
of which are unintelligible alike to teacher and pupil, and which the candidate can

be, therefore, safely depended upon never to reveal to others, and for the fees paid by

him he does not learn enough to be able to visit any other lodge. And should igno-

rance lead to the violation of moral and Masonic law, the fault is mutual on both

sides.

"As an indication of moral status, note the numerous trials constantly occurring

in lodges for gross unmasonic conduct. Though they may justify the belief that
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members are determined to enforce discipline, there are many other cases which
should be brought to trial, but for want of sufficient direct evidence, from a partisan

spirit among members, or the prominence of station or popularity of the supposed

offender, or the too great elasticity of the mantle of charity, they are not undertaken.

It is not often that discipline is necessary upon those who have been members for

many years, but it is upon those who have been swept in, as it were, with a drag-net,

during the past few years—some of whom have acquired a foothold, for confusion

amongst us, that it is not easy to dislodge.

" The question would arise : Why should there be so many occasions for discipline

in an institution that professes only to admit good men and true ? Does admission

into it make men worse ? And, as the world outside makes the character of the worst

members its standard of estimate for the whole, our lodges gain or lose accordingly

the respect of the communities in which they are situated, and, with it, all their

influence for good.

"The foregoing evils are the result of individual neglect and carelessness, in com-
mittees and at the ballot-box. Legislation cannot eradicate them, nor laws make
good Masons out of bad material ; and, when any of these evils become chronic in

a Lodge, justice to the Fraternity at large requires that that avenue of admission into

it should be closed—if not voluntarily by the members themselves, then by higher

authority. I speak as unto wise men : judge ye what I say.

" In a material point of view, there is also something to be said. Some of you
doubtless know of lodges the approach to which is up a rickety staircase outside of

the building, not very safe for persons who may have been imbibing too much in a

saloon not far distant ; the entrance into the lodge-room being through an ante room
seemingly a receptacle for all sorts of rubbish, into another with a floor covered with

dirty saw-dust interspersed with cigar stumps and tobacco—furniture all shabby in

proportion, and air redolent with tobacco smoke, which is not dissipated even when
the lodge is open. How could a visitor suppose that any teaching of profound moral
truths would be effective in such a place ? Surely, if cleanliness is next to godliness,

such lodge-rooms are the very antipodes of it ; and it may be an excuse for them, if

they do take in bad material, that they cannot get any decent persons to go to such
dirty places.

"If I were searching for an argument in favor of the Adoptive Rite, it would pre-

sent itself in the beneficial effect that visits to our lodge-rooms from the other sex

would have in teaching us the fifth cardinal virtue of cleanliness.

" In portraying thus the condition of some of our lodges, I do so with mingled
hopes and fears—hopes that these remarks may apply to but few lodges, but fears

that these evils exist in too many of them. But if they exist in however small a

degree, to know a fault is the first step towards its correction ; and though I am
fully aware that these remarks will never be heard by those whom they are [irinci-

pally intended to reach, and, if heard, will pass unheeded, as similar ones have done
from year to year, still this occasion should not pass without their being again pre-

sented.

From this dark side of the picture I turn with a feeling of relief to a brighter

one.

"Taking the reports of the District Deputy Grand Masters for my guide, confirmed
by my own experience and other information, there is every reason for hope and
encouragement. There is a large proportion of our lodges in a sound and prosper-

ous condition. These, so far as has come to my knowledge, are not located in

sparsely settled districts, at cross-roads, where future greats are expected to spring

up, or in railroad towns that came up like Jonah's gourd and decayed about as

rapidly. If the reports of District Deputies, with others of a statistical nature which
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will be before you, do not show much increase in membership, it may be attributed

in some measure to the stringency of the times, and very much, it is to be hoped, to

a wiser discrimination as to the character of applicants.

"Brethren, my labors are nearly over, and before you enter upon the regular busi-

ness which is to come before you, I would say a few words to you whilst the oppor-
tunity offers.

" From my standpoint I view Masonry in its principles—its symbols and allegoric

character, as one thing; as managed in its institutional character, as another. The
first, lieing based upon eternal truths, is recognized and respected throughout the

civilized world: the other depends for such recognition upon the laws, character,

aliilily and zeal of its members. As a means towards this end and the success of

our institution in this two-fold nature, no better form of organization than ours, of

lodges, etc., can be found ; and, Hke delicate machinery, if properly adjusted, it

will show the influence of its workings by the moral improvements of its members,
and Iheir examples amongst those with whom they dwell. If dirt and trash is

allowed to come into this machinery, or bad material introduced for its aiipiiance,

the machinery will become deranged, jarring and discord ensue, and the motive
power, however pure itself, l)e useless until the machinery is cleansed of the destruc-

tive matter that had accumulated therein.

" I have dwelt at length on matters that directly affected us through our lodge
organization—the machinery, so to call it, of the institution. These come within the

sphere of your duties as legislators.

" Masters and Wardens of lodges, you are, by virtue of the position you hold in

your respective lodges, their representatives in the Grand Lodge for the purposes of

legislation ; but I now address you as individuals—not as legislators, but as teachers,

in your lodges. An opportunity presents itself to you of consulting together upon
the best mode of advancing the moral interests of your lodges. Do not lose this

opportunity.

" Upon you, after all, devolves the great work which is above legislation, the pro-

per teaching and impressing upon the mind true Masonic knowledge, and I need not

say that for this purpose learning and study are requisite on your part ; that it will

not suffice to go through the form of a ceremonial, however perfectly, unless the

lessons it is intended to convey are fully explained. Make your meetings attractive,

in the absence of any regular work, by interesting remarks upon some Masonic
topic. Tie punctual in your own attendance, and let your members understand that

a Indge is not intended merely as a loafing place for a few hours, interspersed occa-

sionally with a caricature of a ceremony, or varied by the much abused term of

refreshments, or as an excuse for absence from home until late hours at night, but

as a place where the profoundest truths of morality are to be taught in soberness

and earnestness, and that its precincts should never i)e invaded by evil speaking or

long discussions of any kind."

This condition of some organizations, nill^J lodges, is not peculiar to our sister

jurisdiction.

It does not reipiire a very tenacious memory to keep in view Lodges and "high

Masons" of Illinuis whose lives are no credit to the Craft.

It is time, brethren, that true Craftsmen speak plainly on these tojiics. " Sweet

and hitter waters do not flow from the same fountain." We have no disposition to

be censorious, neither have we any desire to dictate a policy for others ; but do say,

that unless Grand and Subordinate officers devote more attention to the practical,



MASONIC CORRESPONDENCE. LXXXV

fundamental matters of Masonry, and less to law and externals, we shall soon see

"the beginning of the end."

Vice and Masonry have no affinities. One is certain to supplant the other ; and

when ruin, profanity or licentiousness gains the mastery in a Lodge, it ceases to he

Masonic—more than this, it becomes the foe of humanity, and should be stamped

out.

Grand Masters are, in a measure, responsible for the conduct of their subordinates.

We do not want tyrants for Grand Masters, but we do want brethren of irreproach-

able lives—that view Masonry as an active, living principle, and with nerve enough

to maintain the dignity and honor of the Fraternity at every hazard.

We recently saw a friend with an excresence developing near some of the most

vital- organs of the body. He exhausted the prescriptions of his medical advisers

in a vain effort for its extermination, till finally it was excision or death. He preferred

the first, anrl now lives. We advise this class of treatment.

DECISIONS

"A petition for the degrees should not be received from a person who.has lost the

use of one eye.

"A petition for a d'is]iensation for a new Lodge should have the signatures of tht

petitioners written by themselves.

"A petition for the degrees, signed with a crossmark, cannot be received. Peti-

tioners must be able to write their names.

" It is the right of a visitor of a Lodge, should he desire it, to be assured of its

being a legal Lodge by an exhibition to him of the charter, but not before he has been
properly vouched for, or has passed a satisfactory examination.

" It is improper for a Lodge, as such, to attend the funeral of a deceased brother,

excejit to perform the last rites (Masonic) at the grave, or to escort the remains to the

l)lace of embarkation whence they are to be conveyed out of its jurisdiction for

interment.

" The widow of a Master Mason, when she marries a profane, loses thereby all

claims on the Fraternity. Should the deciee of a court of law grant her a divorce

from her second husband, it cannot make her in fact a widow, or restore her Masonic
privileges.
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" When a case is up for trial in a Lodge, should the original copy of charges and
specifications be missing or mislaid, a verbatim copy of the same as entered in the

Record Book of the Lodge, duly attested by the Secretary, will suffice for the

purposes of the trial.

" When the by-laws of a Lodge require that the election or installation of officers

should take place on the 27th day of December, Feast of St. John the Evangelist, or

the 24th of June, Feast of St. John the Baptist, should those feast days happen on

Sunday, it will be legal if Lodge is opened and that work done on the previous

Saturday, or the following Monday or Tuesday, the time selected to be by vote of the

Lodge at the previous regular meeting.

" Entered Apprentices and Fellow Crafts who have become residents of another

State are entitled, under the decision of 1870, to a certificate, unless charges are

preferred against them. The decision of 1871, page 15, is applicable only to changes

of Lodge jurisdiction within this State.

" When a trial has been concluded, and the verdict and penalty, if any, announced,

the jurisdiction of the Lodge over that particular case is ended, and there can be no
re-opening of it, or setting aside the result, by the Worshipful Master, or the unani

mous vote of the Lodge on the plea of illegality, or for any other cause, unless so

ordered by the Grand Lodge or Grand Master.

ELEVENTH.

"A waiver of jurisdiction over an Entered Apprentice or Fellow Craft in favor of

a Lodge specially named in it, is, to all intents and purposes, a general waiver,

should the Lodge named therein reject the petition of the brother presenting it, or he

should conclude to apply elsewhere for the remaining degrees. It is a habit that has

obtained of naming a special Lodge when such a waiver is granted, without any

thought of restricting the privilege of that particular Lodge, or any good reasons

that I can conceive why such an arbitrary selection should be made.

TWELFTH.

" The report of a committee of three on a petition for degrees or membership
being due, only one member reports. The Worshipful Master proposed to substitute

two other members to report forthwith.

^'Decision.—That it would be virtually appointing a new committee, which,

according to the spirit of the law, would require another month for investigation. A
similar substitution of one member to make a full report, if two of the original mem-
bers are ready to report, would be an unsafe precedent and unnecessary, as the

decisions of the Grand Lodge recognize the reception of the report of a majority of

the members of a committee.

THIRTEENTH.

" When a petition for application is about to come up for final action, a request in

writing to defer balloting on it, coming from a member whose absence from the

jurisdiction or other unavoidable cause will prevent his attendance at the meeting,

should be complied with.
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FOURTEENTH.

" No rule of the Grand Lodge requires that the members of a Lodge should be

either summoned or notified to attend a regular meeting for election of officers. If

that meeting is provided for in the by-laws, members should know when it takes place

if they take any interest in the affairs of the Lodge, and if the attendance of any is

confined to election nights, they deserve no such consideration. I believe that the

practice is productive of more evil than good.

FIFTEENTH.

"A candidate for advancement, if objected to by a member of the Lodge, the

objection being in writing or verbal and duly recorded, is not in the same position as

a candidate rejected by ballot, or objected to for initiation, and therefore cannot

proceed further until the objection is removed.

SIXTEENTH.

^'Question.—A. has been regularly elected and initiated; an objection in writing

is afterwards interposed to his further advancement. Is A. to be considered as a

rejected candidate, and can he apply for advancement at every subsequent regular

meeting ?

" Most Worshipful Brother J. D. ViNClL, in 1869, decided that an applicant for

advancement was arrested in his progress by an objection until that objection was
withdrawn, which decision was approved by the Grand Lodge.

" Most Worshipful Brother S. H. Owens, in 1873, made a similar decision, which
was also approved ; such, therefore, is the law of the Grand Lodge."

Bro. Grand Secretary Goulv presented a " special report on Scotland."

It appears that one Mr. John Burnside, a citizen of Missouri, but a native of

Scotland, had been (sometime prior to 1868) " rejected " in St. Joseph Lodge No. 78.

Subsequently, while on a visit to the place of his nativity, he applied for and

received the "degrees " in St. Merron Lodge No. 129.

The correspondence on the subject, quite voluminous, was referred to a special

committee, whose report embodies the main features of the case :

The Special Committee reported as follows—adopted :

To the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Missouri :

" The Special Committee appointed to investigate the question of jurisdiction

between the Grand Lodge of Missouri and the Grand Lodge of Scotland, submit

the following report as the result of their deliberation :

" This question was raised by the Grand Lodge of Missouri in the year 1868,

upon information that a citizen of Missouri, while on a visit to Scotland, was made a

Mason in a Lodge working under the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of Scotland.

He returned to his home, made his Masonic claims known, and our Grand Lodge
refused to recognize him as a Mason. The Grand Lodge of Missouri, believing

that its jurisdictional rights had been infringed by this act of a foreign Grand
Lodge, promptly took the case in hand, and ordered a correspondence of enquiry

and explanation to be opened with the Grand Lodge of Scotland. This correspon

dence and the various reports upon it have been conducted by our Grand Secretary

and the officers of the Grand Lodge of Scotland, with an exemplary exhibition of

forbearance and fraternal regard on both sides. But, after years of earnest, patient
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eftort, the question at issue, as it slaruls now, is no nearer settled than it was in 1868.

We have, however, arrived at a thorough understanding of all the conditions and
interests involved, and may. we think, proceed safely and honorably to an amicable
settlement of this long-pending case. The whole matter rests solely with us, and we
owe it to ourselves and Masonry to treat it in such a manner as shall hut promote
the harmony and good fellowship which are distinguishing characteristics uf the

Masonic Order.

" We presented our side of the question with Scotland, as involving a fondly
cherished ])rinciple of Grand Lodge jurisdiction, for the integrity of which we have
had many serious controversies. Scotland had made a Mason of a citizen of Mis-
souri who was temporarily sojourning in the country, and in view of the princij)le at

slake we condemned the act, and entered protest against the practice.

" Scotland, fully understanding our position on the question of jurisdiction, still

clainicf' the right to make a Mason of a tenijiorary sojourner, be he a citizen of the

Un'lcd States or any other country, provided he was found worthy. Citizenship had
nothing whatever to do with the right of any TA>dge in Scotland to make Masons
under their own laws and usage. The same usage and exercise of right ]jrcvailed

in England and in all the Grand Lodge jurisdictions of Continental Europe, and

this is, and always has been, their practice. They res))cct territorial jurisdiction so

far as planting Lodges is concerned, but do not rec<')gnize any vested or acquired

rights of jurisdiction in citizenship. They fnnily denicil <jur right to dictate to thcni

whom they should not make Masons on their own soil, in accordance with their own
long established usage, and did not propose to interfere with us in similar cases. Of
course our laws prohibit us from accepting this interchange of l\Lasonic civilities

under like conditions, and this brings us to the American system of Grand I^odgc

jurisdiction. It is distinctly and exclusively American ; is unknown and hnds no

recognition among Grand Lodges of any foreign country. It was simply rendered

necessary here for protection, in view of the roving character of our population.

" Now we come sf|uarely face to face with the situation and vital issue between

the Grand I-odge of Missouri—a comparatively young organization—and the Grand

Lodge of Scotland, one of the oldest and most noted Masonic Landmaiks in the

world. We differ upon a question of jurisdictional rights and usages. There arc

just two modes of settlement, and we may choose either. One is to break up our

fellowship with the Grand Lodge of Scotland. By this course we lock our doors

against Scotch Masons, and in consistency and effect debar ourselves from visiting

any Lodge wherein a .Scotch Mason is admitted. We also go so far as to disturb

the fraternal intercourse of the Masonic world. Let us avoid this. The other way
is fraternal concession, and without any sacrifice of our Masonic principles. When
the question was raised we were not so familiar with this foreign usage as our

correspondence with the Grand Lodge of Scotland has made us. We have lived

and learned. Let us profit by our knowledge. Let us not try our good old Scotch

brethren by new and ])eculiar American laws, in an effort to force Scotland's recog-

nition of an essentially and exclusively American usage and regulation.

" We yield this point of jurisdictional right so far as the Grand Lodge of Scotland

and other European jurisdictions are concerned, while reaffirming the principle and

usage in our relations with American Grand Jurisdictions ; thus asserting anew the

cosmopolitan spirit of our wide-spread brotherhood.

" We recognize the Universal Jurisdiction which has so long jirevailcd among the

Grand Lodges of Europe, without yielding or in any degree compromising the

principle which is one of the safeguards of the Order in America, and firmly

adhering as ever to a resistance of any Grand Lodge planting Subordinate Lodges

withm the jurisdiction of any other Grand Lodge whose sovereignty we have recog-

nized, and which principle has been so properly recognized also by the Grand Master

of Scotland in his letter of March 29th, 1870.
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" This view and disposition of the case involves a recognition of the citizen of

Missouri, who was made a Mason while a sojourner in Scotland, as a legally made

Mason."
Fraternally submitted,

THOS. E. GARRETT,
)

R. E. ANDERSON, [ Commtff^^.

S. W. B. CARNEGV, j

The report on Correspondence is from the prolific pen of Bro. Goui-EY, reviewing

proceedings of forty-nine Grand Bodies.

MONTANA.

The Eleventh Annual Communication of this Grand Body assembled at Helena,

October 5, 1875.

R.-. W.-. Bro. Harry R. Comly, D. G. M., presiding, in the absence of M.-. W.-,

Bro. Ed. S. Stackpole, who was prevented from being present in consequence of

the sudden death of his child.

Lodges represented, 16; total Lodges, 20; membership, 656.

The annual address of the G. M. was read by the vSecretary, when the' following

resolutions were adopted :

" Whereas, The sad intelligence has reached us that our M.-. W.-. Grand

Master has suffered recent affliction in the loss of his infant and only child, compel-

ling his return while already on his way to attend this Annual Communication ;

therefore, be it

'^Resolved, That the members of this Grand Lodge deeply sympathize with n\ir

M.-. W.-. Grand Master in this sudden and overwhelming bereavement, that changes

the day of his anticipated pleasure into one of sorrow, and robs us of the joy of his

presence and the guidance of his counsels.

" That we lender to him and his sorrow-stricken companion the only consolation

that avails for such a loss—the assurance of faith in a resurrection and a Redeemer;

of a wise Ruler who often smites in love, never in wrath, and who is able, out of

seeming ill, to evolve eternal good. God gave, and God has taken away. He
never errs and never willingly afflicts."

We quote from the address the following decisions :

"1. I also decided that re-installation of an officer of a Lodge was unnecessary,

unless one or more terms intervene between the present and former elections.

" 2. T also decided that an actual member may, by vote of the Lodge, become
an honorary member and hold both relations to the Lodge."

We confess a want of appreciation of this class of dual membership.

—1%
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Very little business was transacted. The following report was concurred in :

To the M.\ IV.-. Grand Master, Wardens and Brethren of the Grand Lodge of
A. F. &= A. M., Montana :

" Your Committee appointed to devise and report a plan for a Masonic insurance

association, respectfully report that, owing to the limited time at their disposal, they

are unable to prepare any suitable plans for the organization of said association, and
therefore request that said committee be continued, with instructions to obtainall the

information possible, and report at the next Communication of this Grand Lodge."

J. M. KNIGHT, )

H. M. PARCHEN, \ Committee.

JOS. A. HYDE, j

With all respect for the opinions of our Montana brethren, we would advise that,

as a Grand Lodge, they do not have anything to do with " Masonic insurance

associations."

We have such organizations in Illinois, but entirely disconnected with our Grand

Lodge.

The report on Foreign Correspondence, by R.-. W.-. Bro. Hedges, is a good

document, and full of elevating thought. Illinois receives pleasant notice.

M.-. W.-. Bro. Harry R. Comly, elected G. M. ; R.-. W.-. Bro. Cornelius'

Hedges, re-elected G. Sec.

NEBRA.SKA.

The Eighteenth Annual Communication of this Grand Lodge assembled m
Lincoln, June 23, 1876.

M.-. W.-. Bro. Frank Nelch, presiding.

Lodges represented, 50; total chartered Lodges, 54; total Lodges U. I)., 7 ;

membership, 2,238.

The Grand Master's address is brief, without allusion to any topics but those of

local interest. ,

An oration was delivered by Bro. William H. Morris, Grand Orator. He
presents us much food for reflection, from which we select :

—

ORATION.

" Once again has the revolving wheel of time brought us together, to attend the

important duties of our several stations—again are we found in our places—and as

the pot of incense is an emblem of a pure heart, as it glows with fervent heat, so

should our hearts continually glow with gratitude to the Great and Beneficent

Author of our existence for the manifold blessings we enjoy.

" ' In the beginning God created the Heavens and the Earth. And the Earth

was without form and void ; and darkness was upon the face of the deep : and the
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Spirit of God moved upon the face of th^ waters—and God said let there be

Light : and there was Light.' In the words of another : Bright and beautiful

beyond comparison was the rising of the sun on that day, when the morning stars

sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy. A wild enthusiasm of holy

and happy feeling pervaded the vast creation. The Great Artificer of all things,

well pleased with His own creations, pronounced them good. He smiled upon the

world, and it was glad. All things, animate and inanimate, reflected back to the

Giver their satisfaction. Sun vied with star ; angel with man ; and tree, shrub,

flower, warbling bird, singing waterfall, dripping rock, mountain's misty top, and all

created things, struggling for precedence, in native melody of undissembled joy

seemed to express gratitude to Him who had blessed them so wisely and so well.

Man walked superior amid the glad creation, upright and God-like—upright, because

pure and holy; Godlike, because made in the image of his God, and because com-
missioned in his sphere to exercise some of the attributes of the deity. All things

upon earth were beneath his feet, and subject to his control. A perfect being, he
stood before his Maker, and in louder and more melodious notes than the tallest

arch-angel, who with lays of love had chanted his master's praise, he praised his

Friend, his Father, and his God.

"Another morning came with dawning blush, and the sun rose feebly out of the

east with clouded face, and looked upon a dismal world. Since his last setting the

trail of evil and sorrow, of anguish and despair, had passed over the fair face of

nature, and sin and woe were, with nervous rapidity, hurrying in quick march,
scattering desolation where before all was peace and happiness. High above might
be seen the form of Wrath, with countenance severe and brow begirt with storm,

his right arm with living thunder clad, and prepared to take vengeance upon, the

transgressors.

A voice is heard, of mingled pity and command-
Spare, spare, for a time, a raasom shall be found.

" Hope, Sorrow and Repentance came down to earth to struggle with Sin, Guilt

and Woe. Mercy, weeping her tears of pity for man's sad fate, blotted out the dark
marks of the Recording Angel's pen ere the record was made. The deadly battle

now begins. Man, dejected, sad, woe-begone, walks the earth, despised of himself.

He is the stake for which fierce contention is now made. Avarice, Ambition, Lust
Envy, Fear and Hate drag him from the past, and with syren songs delude by
promise of future joy. On the other hand, Hope, like a tender mother, ever watch-
ful, points to the fair fields beyond the sin ; and Faith, with sweet instruction, calls

attention to the voice that stayed the arm of Wrath when about to smite, and says :

Through me you shall be justified, and regain what your transgression lost. Three
sisters are we before you—Faith, Hope and Charity. Follow our guidance, and fear

no danger. Man wisely accepts the proffered aid. Now, just audible to a listening

and attentive ear—soft, fading, dying, and indistinct, like a gentle strain produced
by, and yet not being on, the chords of a harp, upon which sighs the gentle south
wind of a calm summer's evening—is heard the same strains that were given by
creation's orchestra upon the primeval morn.

" God threw His bow athwart the sky. Beneath its arch stood Faith, Hope and
Charity : before them, man, to receive his first lessons in the arts of life, his first

instruction in science, and, under the divine guidance, to found an institution,

through which, by which, and in which, until Shiloh shall come, man may crrope

his dark and gloomy way through time to a happy eternity. How great the occa-
sion ; how august the event ; what momentous results hang upon the hour. Methinks
1 see Hope, with beaming countenance and eye of light, addressing man with words
of generous encouragement : Look up, look high. Let not your mighty powers be
cramped by servility, sordid policy, ignorance, indolence, or fear. All nature is in

your hand. The winds, the rolling waves, the elements themselves, all proclaim
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aloud for what you were created. Thf divine energy itself is within you. God
made you to be great, like Himself, beneficent and active. Receive for yourselves,

and transmit to those who shall come after you, three grand principles of relief

—

Faith in God, Hope in immortality, and Charity with all mankind ; of these you are

to be the guardians and promulgators. Your charter is divine
;
your field, the

world
; your reward, if your mission be well performed, an eternal seat in the

celestial mansion—a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.

" Man, with resolution strong, bows himself to the work before him. Hope en-

couragingly points the way ; Faith makes strong his heart ; and as he commences
the ascent to the realms of light and purity, of high resolves and noble purpose,

Charity skillfully throws her mantle over him, covering his deficiencies even from
himself.

" It may seem that I am claiming too high antiquity, and too remote a starting

point, for the foundation of the Institution of which I am to speak. But History

bears us back many centuries on Time's ladder ; we easily climb, century by century,

beyond Noah and the flood ; and tradition, like the glimmering of a light from some
cottage on one of our broad prairies of a dark night, though feeble, shines, and quite

distinctly marks the path, taking us back almost to the period when Time sprang a

living thing from the womb of Eternity. This institution thus formed, ever attacked

jnd never vanquished, is a perpetual miracle, and a shining testimony of the immor-
tality of its principles. Amidst the various agitation of human affairs, she maintains

herself erect and triumphant, with an invisible power, so that we can without inter-

ruption trace her back, more or less distinctly, and find her united to the prophets

and patriarchs."

We have heretofore entertained some grave doubts as to the antiquity of our

Craft.

The Report of the Committee on Correspondence, by Bro. I. N. Wise, is a docu-

ment worthy of much consideration.

M,-. W.-. Bro. Alfrkd G. Hastings was elected Grand Master; R.-. W •. Bro.

Wm. R. Bowen, re-elected Grand Secretary.

NEW BRUNSWICK.

fhe Eighth Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of New Brunswick was

held at St. Johns, September 22d,23d and 24th, 1875. M.-. W.-. Bro. John V. Ellis,

Grand Master; and Wm. F. Bunting, Grand Secretary.

On the second day of the session, Robert T. Clinch was elected Grand Master,

and W. F. Bunting re-appointed Grand Secretary.

The annual address of M,-. W.-. Grand Master Ellis exhibits well-directed zeal

for the interest of the Craft ; and gives assurances of harmony and gratifying pros

perity throughout the jurisdiction.

Much of this excellent paper is devoted to the striking events of the past year.

Noticing particularly the organization of the Grand Lodge of Prince Edward Island
;
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the installation of his Royal Highness, the Frince of Wales, as Grand Master of

the Grand Lodge of England ; and the dedication of the Masonic Temple in New
York.

The fraternal allusion of our M.-. W.-. Brother to the losses sustained by sistci

jurisdictions, in the death of some of their honored and representative past officers,

is highly suggestive of the loss sustained by our New Brunswick brethren by his

refusal to again accept the position that he has filled for the past three years with such

distinguished ability.

For the consolation of some of our radical brethren, he says

—

" I would earnestly impress upon the Worshipful Masters of Lodges the duty of a

strict compliance with the Laws of Grand Lodge and the general requirements of

the Craft in respect of Masonic burial. In one case a Lodge buried with Masonic
honors a brother who had never affiliated with the Craft in this jurisdiction, and
who was not a member of any Lodge ; in another case the Grand Secretary was
applied to for information as to whether a dispensation would be issued to bury a

brother who had been suspended for non-payment of dues ; other applications

have been made for dispensations to bury unaffiliated Masons. In one case a

brother had accidentally shot himself, and there was much public sympathy with his

family. In another a brother had withdrawn from his Lodge, had resided some time

in the United States, and had not rejoined on his return. The burden or responsi-

bility, or even trouble, of a decision in such cases, should be thrown either upon the

Grand Master or the Grand Secretary, but the Master of the Lodge, no matter what
the local reasons pressing him to a contrary course, should manfully do his duty, as

is clearly prescribed by the Constitutions. No unaffiliated Mason can be lawfully

interred with Masonic honors—and no affiliated brother ought to be so interred

unless at his own request. Our Constitutions make a liberal provision to meet the

case of the stranger-brother who may die within our jurisdiction. No Master of a

Lodge should ask for a dispensation to hold a Masonic funeral procession unless he
is fully satisfied in his own mind that the circumstances of the case will justify a

compliance with his request."

We shall have occasion to notice this subject hereafter.

We quote again

—

"At the last session of the Grand Lodge a resolution was adopted making the

production of a Grand Lodge certificate a pre-requisite for examination, from brothers

hailing from another jurisdiction, desiring to be received as visitors into Lodges in

this Province. I invite Grand Lodge to a further and fuller consideration of this

subject. If it is desirable to continue this regulation, it should be made a constitu

tional enactment ; and, it appears to me, that if continued, it should be made to

apply to brothers hailing from Lodges in our own Province, as well as to those

coming from other jurisdictions. The European practice is to insist upon the pro-

duction of a Grand Lodge certificate, as a proof that the applicant has been made
a Mason in a regular Lodge. On this continent the production of the certificate is

not generally required, though it is in some places. However, the brethren have
now had several months' experience of the practice, and they ought to be able to

say whether its continuance is or is not desirable."

The following resolution was subsequently presented for consideration, but received

a negative vote

:

" That this Grand Lodge reconsider the regulation adopted at the last Annual
Communication, requiring all visitors to Lodges to produce a certificate of a Grand
Lodge previous to undergoing an examination."
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Take your papers, brethren, when you go to New Brunswick. They also adopt

the following :

^"Resolved, That while, in the opinion of this Grand Lodge, a Mason is entitled to

" all the rights and privileges of the Fraternity, until he be suspended, excluded or

" expelled, after having undergone a regular trial, there is nothing in the general

" regulations of the Craft to prevent Lodges, if they desire to do so, enacting a by-

" law, providing that brethren in arrears of dues on the night of the annual election

" in their Lodge shall not be eligible to vote at such election or to hold office."

We find this provision incorporated in a large majority of the by-laws of subordi-

nate bodies. We do not believe, however, that a Lodge can deprive a member of

the inherent right of voting, except on conviction for a Masonic offense.

Nineteen Lodges were represented, with a total membership of 2,209.

NEW HAMPSHIRE.

This Grand Body assembled in Semi-annual Communication at Manchester, Dec.

29, 1874.

The Eighty-seventh Annual Communication was held at Concord, May 19, 1875.

Their amended constitution is as follows :

" Section 9. At the Semi-Annual Communication no business shall be trans-

acted but the exemplification of the Work and Lectures, excepting that any business

may be presented and ordered to lie over to the next Annual Communication, or be

referred to a committee, but without debate."

M.-. W.-. Bro. Nathaniel W. Cumner, G. M. ; R.-. W.-. Bro. John A. Harris,

G. Sec.

Lodges represented, 55 ; total chartered Lodges, 71 ; total Lodges U. D., i ; total,

72. Membership, 7,712.

Grand Master CuMNER, in his address, presents a beautiful tribute to the memory

of four deceased brethren of his jurisdiction :

M.-. W.-. Jesse CAft.R, bom Oct. 6, 1783; made a Mason in 1809; Grand

Master in 1834 and 1835, and died Nov. 19, 1874.

M.-. W.-. HoR.\CE Chase, born Dec. 14, 1788; made a Mason in 1815 ; Grand

Master in 1851 and 1852, and died March i, 1875.

R.'. W.'. Harrison G. Harris, born 1790; made a Mason in 1S15, and D.-. D.-.

G.-. Master in 1821 and 1822; died March 8, 1875.

R.-. W.-. William P. Riddle, born 17S9; made a Mason in 1S23, and D.-. D.-.

G.-. M.-. in 1S41 ; died May 18, 1875.
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We are a little surprised that Bro. Ct'MNER should have found it necessary to grant

nine dispensations, " permitting the ballot to be spread upon applicants for the de-

grees within less than the constitutional time."

HIS DECISIONS.

" That as Masons we should be exclusive in all our actions.

1. " That subordinate Lodges should, if possible, comply with the request of the

parent body, and not occupy their halls in common with other societies. That the

action of the Grand Lodge, in 1868, upon this subject, is not compulsory, but in the

form of a request.

2. " That it is the duty of a Lodge to grant a dimit. when the applicant has paid

all dues and assessments, unless he be under Masonic discipline, or that reasons

exist for the same. In the latter case the officers should at once put the brother

upoji trial for the offence. A Mason cannot be unmade, nor deprived of his rights

and privileges as such, except by expulsion, and then only after due trial for unma-
sonic conduct.

" Two stated communications having been held upon the same evening, we em-
brace some of the facts under which the meetings were held that our conclusion may
be better understood.

3. " Specification.—It appears that the Master arrived at the Lodge room on or

about 7:30 o'clock, the usual hour for opening the Lodge, and stated to some two or

three of the brethren present that if there were no objections he would not open the

Lodge until after the close of a meeting then being held at the Town Hall, and not

hearing any objections absented himself from the Lodge room. Soon after the War
dens arrived, and the Master not being present, the Senior Warden opened the

Lodge for the transaction of the regular business. After its completion closed the

same. At the close of the meeting at the Town Hall, or very soon after, the Master

and several of the brethren went to the Lodge room and found it closed. The Mas-
ter on making application for the keys was informed that the stated communication
of the Lodge had been held by the Senior Warden and the business thereof trans-

acted. The Master, after consulting with the brethren, concluded to enter the

Lodge room, open the Lodge and do the regular business just the same as though
no other meeting had been held.

" Conclusion: Therefore we conclude that the first meeting held by the Senioi

Warden must be recorded as the stated communication. The second meeting held

by the Master cannot be recorded, and hence must be considered informal and there-

fore null and void."

We think that the last clause of No. 2 should read " except by expulsion," or

suspension. A suspended Mason is certainly "deprived of his rights and ]:)rivileges"

as a Mason. The conclusion is doubtless correct—that Master limped.

The jurisdiction is divided into five districts. District D. G. Masters have been

faithful, as their reports demonstrate. They show gratifying prosperity, and much
harmony. Only two appeals from subordinate bodies.

We regret to notice this :

—

" The committee to whom was referred the application for aid to the Washington
Monument Association, recommended that the whole subject be indefinitely post-

poned, which report was accepted and adopted."
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Bro. CuMNER was succeeded by M.-. W.-. Bro. William Barrett.

R.-. W.-. Bro. John A. Harris was continued G. Sec

The report of the Committee on Foreign Correspondence was presented by Bro.

Nathan P. Hunt. It is an elaborate paper of *ioq pages, containing reviews of

proceedings of 47 Grand Jurisdictions. He touches Illinois lightly.

NORTH CAROLINA.

The Grand Body convened for the eighty-ninth time in Raleigh, Dec. 6, 1875.

R.-. W.-. Bro. George W. Blount, presiding.

Lodges represented, 166 ; total Lodges, 240 ; membership returned, 9,685 ,

resident Masons not Members, 2,384—total, 12,069.

The Grand Master, delivered an excellent address ; noticing in appropriate terms

the decease of several estimable brethren, including P. G. M. Jordan.

He records twenty-two decisions.

In connection with remarks on the subject of uniform work", he says:

" Our Lodges are becoming too much enlightened to be satisfied with parrot

teaching, and will not brook instruction from persons who cannot do more than give

the mere verbiage of the ceremony. If we cannot have instructions of the right

kind, if our intelligent young men, who are daily coming into our ranks, cannot be

made to see something more in our rites than mere ceremony, if they are not so

instructed as that the beautiful and holy principles of Masonry will be unfolded and

made to shine through every symbol, the whole becomes to him unmeaning jargon,

and he votes the Lodge- room a bore and Masonry a cheat. That follows complaints

of lukewarmness in all activities which engage the Masonic heart and hand, inatten-

tion to the plainest requirements of duty—then defection and Masonic crime."

This is sound talk, and deserves more than a passing notice. As a rule, our

Lodges present to the candidate the stiperficials of Masonry only. An intelligent

man is not satisfied with this, and the consequences is, that scores of good men

are, practically, lost to the Fraternity. Then again, therg is a growing tendency to

lumber up Masonry with non-essentials. We do not believe that Masonry is made

up of "Jurisprudence " and " work." We look upon it as an active living principle,

founded in God's gracious designs for the welfare of His creatures. To the devoted

brother it is a tower of strength ; to the careless and unappreciative, useless ; because

he sees no beauty in it, not found in imposing ritual.

We are glad to know that this subject is attracting more general attention.

In connection with the foregoing, he says

—

" I find that in matters of discipline Lodges are alarmingly loose. There is too

much disposition to wink at the short-comings of their members. It must be
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remedied. Our halls must be purified—purged of that which gives offence to the

pure Masonic principle. One Lodge with twenty pure men, exemplifying in their

walk the doctrines we profess, is worth more than fifty with hundreds on their rolls,

immoral, dissolute, inattentive to Masonic duty, contemning Masonic requirement.

With proper enforcement of discipline by the Lodges we would hear less complaint

about luke-warmness of the membership. Our halls would become attractive

retreats, and the great object we profess to foster would flourish, and good men who
are now kept out "of our councils would flock to us. Want of familiarity with pro-

cedure, I am satisfied, has been the reason for much neglect of discipline. That

reason should now vanish, for there is now furnished the desideratum."

We are right glad to know that our M.-. W.-. has been re-elected. Give us such

brethren as Grand Officers and we have no fears for Masonry.

Nine dispensations granted for new Lodges.

In regard to their Orphan Asylums, he remarks

—

" It is gratifying that every year we see manifested more interest in its success in

every quarter. Churches, conventions, associations, conferences, the press, all now
lend their aid in furthering the work. And I cannot leave this part of the address

without grateful notice of the act of the Governor calling attention to this object, in

his thanksgiving proclamation, as one worthy of the thank-offerings of the various

congregations of the State, and to return thanks for the liberality with which

response was made. May we not hope that it may be the precursor of more mate-

rial endorsement and aid ?

" Let us not abate in zeal for this, the crowning glory of North Carolina Masonry

but rather let us push it with the energy which its importance demands, and its

sacredness and our honor require. Let us persevere until all shall recognize, aid and

encourage the mnnumission of the helpless orphan from a thraldom which, in some
instances, is ignoble and degrading."

We do not find any Report on Correspondence, but hope to another year.

R.-. W.". Bro. Donald W. Bain, re-elected Grand Secretaiy.

NEW JERSEY.

The Eighty-ninth Annual Communication of this Grand Body assembled in

Trenton, Januaiy 19th of the present year.

M.-. W.-. Bro. William A. Tembrook, presiding.

Lodges represented, 143; total Lodges, 145; membership, 12,013.

The address of our M.-. W.-. Brother contains much valuable suggestion. His

decisions are as follows :

" I. All applications for admission to membership, whether by initiation or affili-

ation, must be signed by the applicant.

—13
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" 2. When a Committee of Investigation, or a committee appointed for any other

purpose, fail to report within a reasonable time, such committee should be discharged

and a new one appointed.

" 3- I''' granting permission to another Lodge to receive an application for initia-

tion, a unanimous vote of the Lodge having jurisdiction is not necessary. A
majority vote is sufficient.

" 4. When a Lodge in this State, at the request of a Lodge in another jurisdic-

tion, grants permission to confer the F. C. and M. M. degrees on an E. A., such

permission is equivalent to a surrender of Lodge jurisdiction, and the brother, al'ter

again passing the ordeal of the ballot, becomes, in accordance with the laws of this

jurisdiction, a member of the Lodge in which he is raised. The Lodge in which he

is initiated cannot be required to return any portion of the fee paid prior to initiation,

though it is optional with them to do so.

" 5. After a candidate has been elected, if objections are made to his initiation,

the initiation should be stayed and a Committee of Investigation appointed. After

the report of the committee, the Lodge may decide the question of initiation by a

majority vote. If it be decided in the negative, the proposition fee should be

returned.

" 6. Neither an oath nor an affirmation should be required from a Master Mason
summoned to testify in a Masonic trial. His testimony should be taken upon his

honor and his obligations as a Master Mason.

"7. Conviction in a civil court does not set aside the necessity of a Masonic
trial.

" 8. Neither the signature of a Master nor the seal of the Lodge should be

appended to certificates of good standing other than dimits; those only excepted

which are given to the family of a deceased brother, and those which are issued for

use in traveling. A traveling certificate should be surrendered to the Secretary of

the Lodge on the return of the brother to whom it was given.

" 9. A Lodge has the right to enact a by-law which will exclude, during the time

of the annual election of officers, any who are not members of the Lodge in which
such election is being held."

Personally, we regard " Nos. 3 and 5 " as correct doctrines. Our views on No.

5 have been stated in another place. We shall be glad if our Grand Lodge will

give these matters further consideration.

We make the following quotations to show the tendencies of the Craft

:

"Among the many qualifications which are requisite in the Master in order to

promote the real prosperity of a Lodge, I would mention the following : First, he

should be a good man—one whose character is beyond reproach, thereby challeng-

ing the admiration and commanding the respect, not only of the brethren over whom
he has been called to preside, but also of those with whom he daily associates. He
should be possessed of a sufficient amount of intelligence ahd judgment to enable

him, not only to acquire, but thoroughly to comprehend our ancient and impressive

ritual, and thus be able to impart a true knowledge of its significance and meaning.

While appreciating the high honor conferred by his brethren—an honor which is to

be prized—he should carefully avoid too much elation, and have constantly in view

the service which the office demands. In presiding, let him be firm and decided,

yet always courteous. His reproofs should be dictated by friendship, softened by

candor, and enforced with mildness and affection ; in the whole of his deportment

he should combine dignity with affability and ease. Such a course will endear
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a Worsljipful Master to his brethren, promote his usefulness, and leave to his suc-
cessor a model worthy of imitation. A Lodge with such a Master, and composed
of brethren who are constantly engaged in endeavoring to further the grand work of
our brotherhood, and who, with untiring zeal and devotion to the true principles of
the Fraternity, are earnestly laboring to promote the good of their fellow-men, will

not only exert an influence marked in its effects, unlimited in its extent, and of
untold value in its results, but will also attain the highest standard of perfection in a
work, even better than our ritual—the standard of true moral excellence. Surely,
brethren, such considerations should prompt us to greater diligence and a more
faithful performance of our Masonic duties, and stimulate us to a personal exempli-
fication of the virtues which Masonry enjoins. Thus "we shall secure, not only the
high esteem of all wise and good men, but Ihat which is of infinitely greater impor-
tance—the approbation of that God whom we reverence at our altars, whose favor
jis better than life."

It affords us sincere pleasure to note such evidences of moral progress. Morality

is the soul of Masonry, consequently when we find the " cardinal virtues " disre-

garded ; we are certain to find the seeds of disintegration and death.

The reports of the District Deputy Grand Masters show steady and satisfactory

progress.

Two dispensations for new lodges have been issued.

M.-. W.-. Bro. Daniel B. Bruen, Past G. Master, was presented with a jewel.

In response to this evidence of fraternal affection, he stated some reminisences

that are worthy of record :

" I was made a Mason in St. John's Lodge, then No. 2, in May, 5S17. Masonry
at that time had passed the zenith of the high character which was given to it by the
distinguished brethren who founded this Grand Lodge, and by their successors who
for many years were the most distinguished citizens of the State, who represented
their Lodges at the annual and extra meetings of the Grand Lodge. Soon after my
connection with the Fraternity, 'the Hydra-headed monster,' anti-Masonry, had
already begun to show its venom. Many of the most respectable citizens were con-
nected with the Fraternity, and many active members ceased to attend and withdrew
their membership. It was openly charged that Masons professing religion, renounced
the Order, and their neglect of attending their Lodges afforded evidence, in a great
degree, of the political position of anti- Masonry.

" In August, 5826, the Morgan denouement culminated, which created a formidable
political anti- Masonic party, and a reign of terror to Freemasonry. Many Lodges
ceased meeting, many surrendered their warrants, many Masons who were politicians

renounced the Order and connected themselves with political anti-Masonry. The
Grand Lodge continued to hold its regular annual meetings, the number of Lodges
growing less every year. The timid became frightened, and many within our own
jurisdiction, in violation of their plighted faith, renounced their obligations, and
openly appeared in the ranks of political anti-Masonry. Many Lodges dwindled
and died a natural death. In the year 5837, at the annual meeting of the Grand
Lodge, when the hour of opening arrived, there were but two Representatives
present. After a little delay, a third one appeared, when the Grand Lodge was
opened. In the afternoon there were seven Representatives present. You must
perceive, brethren, that our time-honored institution, the noble fabric, the hio-hly

respectable Grand Lodge of the State of New Jersey, founded, nurtured and reared
by men most distinguished in public and private life, had almost dissolved into its

original elements. In eleven short years from the zenith of the Grand Lodge (as to
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numbers), in 5826, with a representation of twenty-nine Lodges, we find. that in

5837, barely the constitutional number of three Lodges appeared to keep in legal

existence this M.-.W.-. Grand I^odge. And who, brethren, were 'the forlorn hope '

who were left in charge, to protect and hand down the heritage left to us by the

founders of the M.-.W.-. Grand Lodge? There were many highly respectable

names on the books of the Lodges. Brethren who figured largely in the Grand
Lodge in the days of its prosperity, but in its adversity, where were they to be
found ? Were they counselling, advising, and aiding in sustaining our sinking insti-

tution ? No, brethren, they were not like the ' good Samaritan '—they passed on
the opposite side of the way, and it was left for a few obscure brethren, who, in the

days of the prosperity of the Grand Lodge, were considered merely as appendagi s

to the Order, to sustain and hold together the M.-.W.-. Grand Lodge of the State of

New Jersey ; who met regularly in their Lodges (Newark, Brearly and Trenton,
the principal ones), year after year, elected their officers for keeping a legal existence

of this M.-.W.-. Grand Lodge, and faithfully fulfilling the trust reposed in them by
their predecessors."

A fresh Morgan raid would present a rare opportunity for many brethren to be

placed on the " unaffiliated list," in the expectation of retaining some Masonic

rights.

The report of Bro. Marshall F. Smith on Foreign Correspondence is brief, but

amply sufficient. It gives a condensed statement of the progress of the Craft in 41

jurisdictions.

We are pleased to see that this brother is now M.-.W.-. Grand Master.

R.-.W.-. Bro. Joseph H. Hough, re-elected G. Sec.

NEW YORK.

The proceedings of the Ninety-fifth Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge

is a large and well-arranged volume, by a large and well-ordered Grand Secretary.

Lodges represented, 663; total lodges, 715 ; membership, 83,594.

The address of M.-. W.-. Bro. Ellwood E. Thorne is not lengthy, but a pointed

and finished business paper. Twelve dispensations have been granted for new

lodges.

He thus speaks of the " Colored Masoniy " monstrosity

—

"Another question has been presented, not for immediate action, but for calm

consideration, by the Grand Lodge of Ohio.

"At the annual communication of that body last October, a special committee

reported favorably on a proposition to admit a number of confessedly clandestine

organizations and to divide the jurisdiction of the State with such irregular bodies.

The point of the whole matter is, that this is simply a proposition on the part of the
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committee of the Grand Lodge of Ohio, to abandon the American law of sole juris-

diction, claimed by Grand Lodges on this continent, and, if adopted, to open the
whole of our territory to the incursions of such organizations as may choose to

invade it, and thus by destroying our authority at the same time put an end to the
peaceful and harmonious progress we have so long enjoyed.

" No action appears to be required at this time, because the Grand Lodge of
Ohio has not definitely passed upon the report of its committee, and, it is to be
hoped that when it does, it will remain in full accord with the other American
Grand Lodges, and with the best interests of Masonry on this continent.

"Meanwhile,! repeat, it should receive your careful attention, so that, if action

should be taken in Ohio, adverse to the general well-being, your duty may be plain
andyour action p7-onipt.'''' Italics t)urs.

Twenty-five decisions are reported, nearly all of which are founded in the local

law of the jurisdiction. The transactions of the Committee on Hall and Asylum

Fund have been severely criticised. Some malcontents have gone so far as to send

their strictures by circular to the Lodges of that obedience.

The proposition of W. Bro. I. I. CoucH to separate the financial management

of the Hall and Asylum Fund from the " politics " of the Grand Lodge, met with

favorable consideration. A committee was appointed to secure the necessary legis-

lation.

We believe that our brethren of New York will surmount every obstacle to an

early liquidation of their liabilities. They must expect grumblers, disappointed

Masonic politicians. They are the " unwelcome presence " in every jurisdiction of

any considerable extent. All members of the Fraternity are not Masons. These

expend a life-time of effort in the furtherance of ambitious projects relating solely to

self. Give them a "wide berth," and let "offices seek the brethren." When you

find a brother seeking an office, let him " severely alone."

The report on Foreign Correspondence by Bros. Simons, Johnson and Sack-

REUTER, makes fraternal allusion to Illinois. Of Bro. Robbins' African tendencies

they say:

" He favors the absorption of the African element, about which he and others will

find our say under Ohio."

Here it is

:

" At the quarterly meeting of the Grand Lodge of the State of New York, held

December 6, 1786, it was voted. That no Lodge can exist in this State but under the

jurisdiction of this Grand Lodge.

" While this is, beyond doubt, the earliest assertion of the principle of the Grand
Lodge jurisdiction for which the American Grand Lodges are now contending,

though it was again asserted in 1829, and at various times since, it also antedates the

formation of the Grand Lodge of Hamburg and that of the so-called Grand Lodges
of colored persons. The position thus taken by our Grand Lodge has never been
relinquished, and, we feel justified in saying, never will be. True, there have been
times when through dissensions in the Craft two governing bodies have temporarily

existed at the same time in this State, yet the wide-spread and enduring conviction

of the brethren that but one Grand Lodge ought to exist in the same jurisdiction,
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has always been the basis of adjustment, and thus the continuous existence of the

Grand Lodge has been a continual assertion of the principle of exclusive juris-

diction.

"Admitting, as we freely do, that African Lodge No. 459, of Boston, was duly

constituted by a warrant from the Grand Lodge of England, which, though granted

in 1784, only became operative by reaching those for whom it was intended in 1787,
waiving any discussion of its subsequent demise, its assertion in 1827 of absolute

independence of all authority and its imitation of what, it must be admitted, had
been done before in Europe, namely, erecting itself into a mother Lodge and grant-

ing warrants to parties in other States in which regularly established Grand Lodges
were already in existence and occupancy, we assert that its invasion of the State of

New York m 1828, which State had been lawfully occupied by a regular Grand
Lodge since 1781, was precisely the same act in nature as that since perpetrated by
the Grand Lodge of Hamburg, and that in both cases the invaders are clandestine,

and without a shadow of claim or color of right in their proceedings.

" Precisely the same state of facts exists in Ohio, and when its committee made its

report recommending that Grand Lodge to annul its previous history, to cancel its

claim to its well established right of jurisdiction, and to recognize as regular. Clan-

destine Masons, and then divide its jurisdiction with them, it in terms proposed to

overthrow the whole labors of a century, and to open our territory to every set of

adventurers, who, proclaiming themselves to be a Grand Lodge, should choose to

occupy our ground and dispute our authority.

" The object of the promoters of this precious scheme seems to us to ignore all

the laws and usages of Masonry, to break down the- only possible safeguard for our

continued existence, and to substitute chaos and confusion for the symmetry and
order we have hitherto known. And this, too, not because their proteges are better

men and better Masons than we are, not because they can do anything for the

Fraternity or its advancement we cannot do, but simply because they are colored

men, as if that had anythuig possible to do with the question. Masonry has no

color line ; makes no distinction of rank, caste, nationality, religion, politics, or

color ; its doors are open to every respectable man possessing the needed qualifica-

tions, and who can successfully pass the scrutiny of the ballot, and that failing him,

we know of no legal way by which he can be ' resolved ' into the Fraternity.

" The inference from the report under consideration is, further, that if the persons

whom the Grand Master of Ohio and his committee hold up to us for sympathy,

even to the violation of laws made to secure our own existence, were white or

green, they would have no chance in Ohio more than elsewhere ; the argument
really being, that because they are of African descent we must overlook their total

irregularity, their unwarranted invasion of the several State jurisdictions where
their so-called Grand Lodges exist, and give up every principle for which we have

contended.

" We cannot consent, because we should by that act legalize the buccaneering

of Hamburg and France, and practically relinquish our right to govern our own
families in our own homes. Having at one swallow taken in our share of these

twelve thousand clandestines, we should in all fairness be forever estopped from

complaining of an occasional invasion from abroad, and so in a few years our

respective territories would have as many conflicting jurisdictions in each as there

might be found outside parties willing to grant a semblance of authority to appli-

cants.

"Masonry in the State of New York, so far as its superintendence and govern-

ment is concei'ned, belongs to us, having descended in direct and unbroken line

from our fathers, and we deny the claim of any body of men proposing to share our
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heritage with us. We shall deny in the future, as we have in the past, the validity

of any warrant located in the State of New York, not granted to seven or more
regular Masons by our own Grand Lodge ; and what we claim for ourselves we
shall maintain to the extent of our power for all of our peers.

" We cannot, therefore, give our assent to the Ohio proposition, and trust that

that jurisdiction will continue in the ranks of the legitimate upholders of American
Masonry by refusing to mistake sentiment for law, and by avoiding entangling

alliances with clandestine and unauthorized associatiojis calling themselves Masons.

M.-.W.-. Bro. James W. Husted was elected Grand Master; R.-.W.-. Bro. James

M. Austin, continued Grand Secretary.

NOVA SCOTIA.

We have before us a large volume containing the proceedings of five emergent

Communications, and proceedings of its Tenth Annual Communication, held at

Halifax, June 2, 1875.

M.-.W.-. Grand Master J. Wimburn Laurie being absent, attending the dedica-

tion of the New Masonic Temple in New York, R.-.W.-. Bro. x\llen H. Crowe,

D. G. M., presided.

Forty-two Lodges were represented.

Total No. chartered Lodges, 63 ; total No. Lodges U. D., 5 ; membership, 3,295.

The address of M.-.W.-. Bro. Laurie is a business paper devoted to local affairs.

The following are his decisions :

" I have embodied several decisions given by me in the simplest and plainest

form—that of question and answer. It will be noticed that the answers were
generally based on and immediately drawn from the constitution.

"Question.—Is it compulsory to vote on the election of a candidate for the

degrees ?

"Anszuer.—Yes; the ballot must be unanimous.

^'Question.—Is it necessary to take the ballot when the investigating committee
have reported unfavorably ?

^^Answer.—Yes ; the ballot must be held, whether the petition be reported on

favorably or unfavorably. (Standing resolution, No. 4).

"Question.—Is it requisite that an applicant residing beyond ten miles from the

Lodge be recommended by six members of the Lodge to which he applies for

admission ?
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"Ansruer.—Yes ; section 43, chapter 14, prescribing the jurisdiction of a Lodge
as extending ten miles. I am of opinion that in accordance with the latter part of

section 43, every applicant residing beyond that distance must be recommended in

writing by six members of the Lodge to which he applies.

"Question.—A Lodge enquires, ' can we suspend By-Law No. 7 of our Lodge of

our own accord ?
'

"Answer.—A^o: sec. 47 of cap. i4of the Constitution of Grand Lodge forbids it.

" The W.-. M.-. elect of Acadia Lodge No. 14 having declined to be installed as

such, I issued my dispensation authorizing the Lodge to proceed to the election and

installation of a W.-. M.-. for the ensuing year.

" I have adhered to the decisions of my predecessors and have declined to shorten

the period between first and second degrees.

" I have refused permission to a Lodge to initiate a candidate unable to read and

write.

" I have refused permission to initiate a candidate having a cork leg.

" I have declined to issue a dispensation to a Lodge to install its officers in

public."

Will our M.-.W.-. Brother tell us why he objects to public installations ?

We have read with much pleasure the report of R.-. W.-. Bro. Crowe, D. G. M.

He has made a goodly number of official visitations, and with beneficial results.

The reports of D. D. G. Masters exhibit a prosperous condition of the Fraternity

hroughout the jurisdiction.

M.-.W.-. Bro. Laurie was re-elected Grand Master, and R.-.W.-. Bro. Benjamin

CURREN, G. Sec.

OHIO.

The Sixty-Ninth Annual Grand Communication of this jurisdiction was held at

Columbus, Oct. 19, A. L. 5875.

Bro. Charles A. Woodward was elected M.-.W.-. Grand Master, and R -.W.-.

Bro. John Caldwell, Grand Secretary.

The address of the retiring Grand Master, Bro. Battin, is brief, embodying,

however, matters of more than ordinary interest to the Craft. His recommendations

in regard to the unfraternal " paragraph 4, page 59, Grand Lodge proceedings for

1874," practically excluding other branches of the Masonic family from participating

in the funeral ceremonies of a deceased M.-. M.-., or occupying quarters with them,

were sustained.
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The Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence made the following reports, which were
concurred in :

" Your Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence respectfully report:

" I. That no j^odge under this jurisdiction shall participate in the funeral of a
brother unless the same be under the exclusive control of a Lodi:;e of M.isier

Masons, or one of the Masonic organizations which recognize the degrees of E A.,
F. C, and M. M., and make the possession of said degrees a prerequisite to admis-
sion into such organizations, and that, when more than one Masonic oi^ganization

attends the funeral of a deceased brother, but one funeral service shall be performed,
but that in case the funeral be uiider the control of the Knights Teni|)lar, and their

funeral service be performed, nothing herein contained shall be construed to prevent
the Master Masons present from depositing in the grave the emblem of immortality
and explaining its significance according to our ritual. And they recommend the
adoption of the following :

"Resolved, That paragraph No. 4, and the explanation thereof on page 59, of the
printed proceedings of this Grand Lodge for 1874, be, and the same is hereby
rescinded.

" Also, the following :

" 2. That, on the trial of a brother on charges of unmasonic conduct, the pro-

duction of the record of his conviction in a court of criminal jurisdiction of a
violation of the civil law involving a Masonic offense is prima facie evidence of his

guilt, which, unexplained, is sufficient to warrant conviction, but, like other mere
prima facie evidence, may be explained by any competent testimony.

" Which was adopted.

TRIAL, FOR CONTUMACY—FOR NON-PAYMENT OF DUES.

" 3 Your committee concur in the views expressed by the Grand Master of the

time when a brother is in arrears for dues to his Lodge, and to his decision as to the

time when a brother should be suspended for non-payment. And your committee
are of opinion that, before a brother is expelled for non-payment of dues, charges
should be preferred against him, and the same proceedings had as in other cases of

trial for Masonic offense.

",Mso, the following:

" 4. No subordinate Lodge in this jurisdiction shall permit its Lodge-room to be
used by any other society or order whatsoever, nor shall it occupy any hall or room
lointly with any other society or order, except by the special permission of the Grand
Lodge or Grand Master; but nothing in this regulation shall be construed to prohibit

a .subordinate Lodge from using rooms jointly with a chapter of Royal Arch Masons,
a Masonic Council or Commandery, or other Masonic body.

"Also, the following

:

" 5. The jurisdiction of subordinate lodges is determined by the enactments ol

the Grand Lodge, and while the subordinate Lodge may, under the powers con-
ferred by the Grand Lodge, surrender its jurisdiction over an individual, a subor-
dinate has no power by agreement or otherwise, to alter or change, without the con-
sent of the Grand Lodge, its territorial jurisdiction. A subordinate may enter into

an agreement with a sister Lodge, altering their jurisdiction as aftecling the mutual

—

u
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lights of the Lodges so consenting, but no such agreement is binding until reported

to, and approved by, this Grand Lodge."

This is all good doctrine.

The noticeable feature of the proceedings of our sister Grand Lodge, is the subor-

dination of everything to the " Colored Grand Lodge of Ohio.'" As we intend to

give some attention to these so-called " Colored Masons," it is proper that M.-.W.-.

Bro. BatXIN's remarks on the subject should be presented. Here they are

—

COLORED LODGES—THE COLORED GRAND LODGE OF OFIIO.

Address of Bro. A. II. Battin, M. W. G. M. to M. W. G. L. of Ohio.

It is well known to us all that the comuVg year is the centennial of the nation.

One hundred years ago our patriot fathers proclaimed to the world those noble words
embodying great truths, that shook the thrones of monarchs as an earthquake. ''All

men are created free and etjiialT endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable

rights, among which is life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. They were the

f(jundation (jf a great Republic, which, having stood the test of time, the shocks of

foreign and intestine wars, is now at the close of its first century, greater, stronger,

more powerful than ever before, and, like the Temple of Solomon, the wonder and

admiration of the world. Our people are indeed free. Prejudice has given way
to reason, passion to judgment, and all men of every race, without regard to previous

condiiioo, are invested with equal rights and immunities. The summit of perfection

in free government has been reached, not only in theory but in fact, by liberating the

bondsmen and placing all upon an equality in rights.

" That which is true of the nation should be of the great Masonic Brotherhood.

For near a century there has existed in this country an organized body of men who
are generally known as ' Colored Masons.' They claim to be in possession of the

same secrets with us; that the principles and objects of their organization are ident-

ical with ours ; that they derive their authority from legal sources, and are, in every

sense of the teim, legal Masons. For many years they have been seeking recogni-

tion at the hands of their sister Grand Lodges ; and while but making little progress

in our own country, their claims have been recognized by Grand Lodges in other

jurisdictions. The United Grand Lodges of Masons of Germany, at their meeting

in Darmstadt, in the month of May last, adopted the following resolution :

" ' With regard to the motions made by the Grand Lodge, 'Prince Hall ' (Massa-

chusetts), and the Grand Lodge of Ohio (colored), the convention of Grand Lodges

declares that these Grand Lodges appear properly constituted', and that the German
Lodges will accord the members of those Lodges and their sister Lodges, without

reserve a7id joyfully, acceptance into their Lodges."

" It will thus be seen that the Colored Masons of America are securing that

recoc^nition abroad which is denied them at home ; and, it seems to me that, upon

the anniversary of our nation's birth, the time has come when it is not only proper

but right that we should take some definite and decisive action in good faith t<i

ascertain the actual status of these organizations. I have not had time or oppor-

tunity to examine the question as I should have done, owing to the long illness of

my father, to whom I devoted my whole time for weeks in August and September :

but it is very apparent to every one either that they are Masons or they are not. If

they are such, the fact can be readily ascertained ; if they are not, it can as easily be

determined. If they are possessed of the same knowledge which we claim, then

the legality of their organizatiims become involved; and here a question arises that

can probably never be settled in a manner entirely satisfactory to the Masonic world.
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But whatever may have been their origin, their existence is undisputed ; their Grand
and Subordinate Lodges are in our midst ; they are recognized as Masons by Grand
Lodges of respectability abroad; they are asking recognition at the hands of the
Grand Lodges in America, and the question must be met by us. Brethren, why
should we longer defer it ? Shall it be because his skin is not colored like our own
we shall spurn the colored Mason with contempt? or shall we not rather examine
into the condition of the organization of which he is a member and in which he has
received light, with a view to effecting a complete union of the great Masonic
family in our country, when each may recognize the other as a brother, travelinor the
same great highway of life to a common destiny ? I am aware of the prejudice
against the African race. I am not entirely free from it myself. We all have our
passions and prejudices, and we should use our utmost endeavors to keep them
within due bounds. But whether he comes from the jungles of Africa, the swamps
of Carolina, the plains of Hindoostan, the sands of Arabia, the snow-capped sum-
mits of Norway, the Emerald Isle, the sunny fields of France, or from whatever
nation or dime he may have traveled, if he is a Alason, and can prove himself such,
he should be welcomed as a man and a brother into our Lodges, and entitled to

equal rights in our great brotherhood. The boast of Masons has been that its

votaries possess the same mystic language in every clime, that its language is univer-
sal, entitled to recognition wherever heard or manifested, and that all Masons, in the
character of Masons, stand upon the most perfect equality. At present, in our own
country, we canno.t tecognize Masons receiving light in Colored Lodges. We are

presented in our own State with the anomaly of two Grand Lodges, each with a

great number of Subordmate Lodges, all teaching the same great truths, speaking
the same language, and yet the one not permitted to recognize the other, and all

intercourse Ijetween the two prohibited. In this great centennial year, whilst liberty

and equality are shed abroad through our great nation, is it not right and proper that

we, as Masons, shall at least attempt to bring about, by proper means and in a legal

manner, a union of these two Grand Lodges in one State ? If there is any illegality

in the organization of either, let it be healed. It has been done before, and it can
be again. Let us, then, with that charity and liberality which characterizes all

Masons, extend the fraternal hand of fellowship to our brethren of every nation,

clime, race, and kindred under heaven. And let it be, too, not only in name, but in

spirit and in truth. Let us illustrate our teachings by example. And as the crown-
ing glory of republican government is the equality of all men before the law, so

should the crowning glory of our Mystic Temple be the equality of all men without
regard to race or previous condition. Brethren, this question must be met. We may,
for the present, pass by on the other side, we may look upon it, fold our mantles
around us, and pass on ; but the Good Samaritan is coming, has come, and is pouring
the oil of fellowship into the wounds, binding up the bruises and taking the sufferers

to his own house. Why should we longer delay ? I am vain enough to believe
that we are capable of meeting it fairly. I have faith in our people. I have faith

in their sense of justice and magnanimity I cannot believe that many years can
elapse before the great body of Colored Masons will be recognized as a part of the

great Masonic family, and accorded their rights as such. I have candidly expressed
my opinion, and I leave the matter to you for your consideration, earnestly hoping
that you may have wisdom to devise some means by which the Masons of Ohio may
be united into one family and brotherly love prevail. If within the great centennial
year this result can lie accomplished, or measures taken looking to such result, we
shall have reason to rejoice that the march of progress is onward and upward, and
the univer-al brotherhood of man, on the Western Continent, fully, fairly, and
unchangeably established, and the world made better by our example.

Asa H. Battin, Grand Master.

Columbus, O , October 19, 1875."
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This part of his address was referred to a Special Committee, of which, Bro.

Carson seems to have been the soul. His report is as follows :

PROPOSED RECOGNITION OF THE COLORED GRAND LODGE OF OHIO.

" Your Committee to whom was referred so much of the annual address of the

Most Worshipful Grand Master, and accompanying documents, as relates to the so-

called Colored Lodges, and more especially the Colored Grand Lodge of Free and

Accepted Masons of the State of Ohio, have given the subject careful consideration,

and respectfully submit the following :

" We do not propose, nor do we deem it necessary at this time, to enter into the

history of the origin of the so-called Colored Freemasonry in this country. That

subject has been fully discussed in nearly all the Grand Lodges and Masonic period-

icals of this country, for more than twenty five years past.

" Your committee deem it sufficient to say that they are satisfied beyond all question

that Colored Freemasonry had a legitimate beginning in this country, as much so as

any other Freemasonry ; in fact, it came from the same source.

" Your committee will not attempt, at this time, to investigate as to the transmis-

sion of this legitimate beginning down to the present lime, when we find more than

forty subordinate Lodges and a Grand Lodge of so-called Colored Freemasons, and

an aggregate of more than eight hundred members in the State of Ohio. Your com-

mittee have only to say that such is the fact.

"Your committee have the most satisfactory and conclusive evidence that these

Colored Freemasons practice the very same rites and ceremonies, and have substan-

tially the same esoteric or secret modes of recognition as are practiced by ourselves

and by the universal family of Freemasons throughout the world.

" The question of the recognition of these colored Freemasons has long been

before this Grand body, and your committee feel that its importance is pressing upon

us, and demanding prompt, serious, and decided action.

" Your committee, therefore, offer for adoption the following resolution :

Resolved, By the Grand Lodge of the Most Ancient and Honorable Fraternity of

Free and Accepted Masons of the State of Ohio, that this Grand body will recog-

nize the so-called Grand Lodge of Colored Freemasons of the State of Ohio as a

lec^itimate and independent Grand Lodge, on condition that the so-called Colored

, Grand Lodge shall change its constitutional title, so that it shall read as follows :

' The African Grand Loi/i^fe of Free and Accepted Masons of the State of Ohio.'

And if the said so-called Colored Grand Lodge shall accept this recognition and

make the suggested change in its constitutional title, then, and in that case, upon

said action being reported to the M vW.-. Grand Master of this Grand Lodge, under

the seal of said body, then the M.-.W.-. Grand Master is hereby authorized and in-

structed to issue his proclamation to the subordinates to this Grand Lodge and to

the Grand Lodges throughout the world, with which we are in fraternal correspond-

ence, recognizing the said so-called Colored Grand Lodge as an Independent Grand
Lodge in the State of Ohio, under the title of ' The African Grand Lodge of Free and
Accepted Masons of the State of Ohio.'

Respectfully submitted,

L. V. BIERCE,
I

.

E. T. CARSON,
I

F. WILMER, ) Conunittee.

C. A. WOODWARD,
|

L. H. Pn>CE. J
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The most remarkable thing about both of these documents, is that they start oH

with the singular assumption that these colored gentlemen are Masons—that the

" Colored Grand Lodge of Ohio "'
is a legitimate organization, and demanding

prompt recognition. The committee seem " satisfied beyond all question, that Col

ored Freemasonry had a legitimate beginning in this country, and that these Colored

Freemasons practice the very same rites and ceremonies." We will not stop to

inquire how this committee became possessed of this knowledge. If a brother of

this jurisdiction made the assertion that he knew that Colored Masons practiced our

rites, and had the same secret modes of recognition, we should certainly feel called

upon to place him in a position that would force him to reveal the source of his

information, or forre him from the fraternity.

Again, our Ohio brethren assume that the color of the skin of these so-called

Masons is the only bar to their recognition. We can only speak for Illinois. Of us

it is not true. If Bro. Carson, Bro. Caldwell, or any other brother, can satisfy

us that these colored Lodges of Ohio are lawful Masonic bodies, we shall be

prompt to recognize them as such, We want the proof, brethren, and have a righi

to demand it. We want " lawful information," otherwise we cannot accept your

statements. The harmony—yes, the very existence of the Craft, is in jeopardy if

you act upon pyesu7)iptions only. Can you afford to do this ?

In the first place, we do not believe that " Prince Hall Lodge " was evei- a legiti

mate body. In support of this position, we shall produce as testimony the proceed-

ings which we are now reviewing. We quote— '" 1774, December 2d, Lodge 243,

"on Registry of the Grand Lodge of Ireland, in Fifty-ninth Regiment, John ReA'
" Master, was taken under the protection of the Dr. Warren Grand Lodge. In this

" Army Lodge, no doubt, did Prince Hall and companions receive their degrees.''

Italics are ours.

Again—-" This Lodge started in a British Army Lodge when the British evacuated,

" continued to meet as a Lodge thereafter in Boston, without any warrant or

^'authority, until May, 17S7. Althoiigh some suggestion had been made that they

" had an earlier dispensation.'" Italics ours.

In 1784, application was sent to the Grand Lodge of England {not Ireland) for a

charter. Now hear what Prince Hall says, writing to the English Grand Body :

—

" I would inform you that this Lodge hath been founded about eight years. We have

" had no opportunity to apply for a warrant before now, though we have been impor-

" tuned to send to France for one; yet we thought it best to send to the fountain

" head from whence we received the light for a warrant." Which, by the by, was from

Irelatid, not England. Italics ours.

Right here, let us review these quotations.

In the first, " there is ' no doubf but that Prince Hall and companions received

their Masonic degrees in this Army Lodge, holding their authority from the Grand

Lodge of Ireland^ In the second, "this Lodge started in a British Army Lodge."

Now bear in mind, that this Army Lodge No. 243, on the registry of the Grand
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Lodge of Ireland, was taken under the protection of the Dr. Warren Lodge, Dec.

2d, 1774. Yet, with this fact, there is no record whatever that Prince Hall and

his companions ever received a Masonic degree. Our Ohio brethren say there is "wy

doubt" about it, but what of the proof? Would Bro. Caldwell admit a visitor to

H Lodge on such testimony ? We do not believe it ; then why ask us to swallow a

whole Colored Grand Lodge because you believe that its progenitors were Masons. Is

it a reasonable supposition that a dozen or more colored men could have been made

Masons in that "Army Lodge " without any record of the fact either in that Lodge,

the Grand Lodge of Ireland, or the Dr. Warren Grand Lodge ?

Now for that notable charter. Prince Hall and his associates applied for it

Sept. 29, 1784, but it did not arrive at Boston for nearly three years. May 6, 1787,

and was not placed on the registry of the Grand Lodge of England till 1789.

Very singular, this 1 Is it not true, that the officers of the English Grand lyodge

were ashamed of their invasion of the rights of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts ?

They had not only invaded her jurisdiction, but had granted a charter to a number

of men who, upon their own confession, had been a clandestine bodyyb;' eight years

prior to 1784, and up to 1787 ! The best of men are fallible ; and it is not unlikely

that the inevitable bitterness growing out of the conflict between the mother country

and her colonies, had something to do with this strange procedure of the English

Grand Body. Be that as it may, let us inquire, by virtue of what law can a Grand

Lodge organize a legitimate Lodge from a body of clandestine Masons ? Grand

Lodges can heal irregularities, but they have no more authority to do an illegal act

than has a subordinate Lodge. Prince Hall and his associates had been at work

up to 1784, in defiance of the Provincial Grand Lodges and Grand Lodge of

Massachusetts, to whom they could have applied for recognition if they had been

Masons. It is not at all remarkable, that under such circumstances, neither the

Provincial Grand Lodges, or the later Independent Grand Body of Massachusetts

could recognize their Masonic claims.

Then "colored Masons" might have been justified if they had lawfully received

their degrees, in organizing a Lodge, and working even eight or twenty-eight years,

if they had been so situated that legal authority, for the time being, could not have

been obtained. The Grand Lodge of Massachusetts was organized March 8, 1777.

Prince Hall and his associates did not apply there for Lodge' powers. No

;

they went to England in 1784, seven years after. We have read with some atten-

tion Bro. Gardner's address of , and the criticisms of our Bro. Robbins 187 i.

There is a generosity in both that excites admiration. Nevertheless, Bro. R. seems

to have so much of his political notions mixed up with his Masonry, that he ignores

the equitable claims of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts of 1777, to be a

sovereign Grand Lodge. Why? Because other Lodges, having a legitimate

existence, would not recognize its authority. Now turn to the records of our own

State, and what do we find? We find this,—that at the organization of the Grand

Lodge of Illinois, in 1840, there existed several Lodges within the jurisdiction,

holding authority from the Grand Lodge of Kentucky, and who would not and did

not surrender their charter for some years after. Now, will any one claim that the

Grand Lodge of Massachusetts was authority for the creating of Lodges in Illinois,.
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because she, Illinois, was not a sovereign body. It may have been that there were

many irregularities attending the organization of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts,

doubtless there were, nevertheless the men who composed it were Masons, and what-

ever of irregularity was mixed up with their earlier history, finds a solution in the

present distinguished Grand Body of that State. If the " Prince Hall Grand Lodge"

is the legitimate body, what becomes of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts ? One

or the other is legitimate—which will you recognize?

We have given more attention to this matter than we had intended. Our belief is,

that if our brethren of Ohio are determined on suicide, we caimot prevent it; never-

theless we ask them in all good feeling and candor to show reasonable justification.

We have said more on this subject than we had intended. Preferring that the

reader should make careful examination of what is said by Bro. Drummond, of

Maine, whom we quote in full.

M.-.W.-.Bro. Charles A. Woodward was elected Grand Master; R.-.W.' Bro.

John D. Caldwell re-elected Grand Secretary.

OREGON.

The Twenty-Fifth Annual Communication convened at Portland, Jure ii, 1875.

Fifty Lodges were represented.

M.'.W.-.Bro. J. B. CoNGLE, G. M., presiding, who was re elected ; together with

R.-.W. -.Bro. R. P. Earhart, Grand Secretary.

Bro. Congle's address is full of evidence of his zeal for the Craft. His visita-

tions have been numerous—twenty-two Lodges. Peace and harmony prevailing.

DECISIONS.

"I decided: That it is an offense for any brother to divulge anything that is

done in the Lodge to any one not qualified to receive the same. It is true that the

expulsions are published in our proceedings, but that is done by order of the Grand
Lodge.

AMENDMENT OF A DECISION.

" Corvallis Lodge No. 14, forwarded to me a copy of a resolution offered in that

Lodge by Past Grand Master J. R. Bayley, as follows :

" Resolved, That the Most Worshipful Grand Master be most respectfully requested
to review the decision of Past Grand Master T. McF. Patton, No. 3, of his printed

decisions in the proceedings of 1874, and give his opinion thereon.
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To which I replied as follows :

" I would state that after carefully reading the decision, 1 am of the opinion that

it is entii-ely too broad, and would entitle a Master Mason's widow to relief, no mat-

ter what her conduct mi>4ht he, even were she so far to degrade herself as to become
a prostitute : it should therefore be amended so as to read as follows :

" The refusal of a Master Mason's widow to allow the Fraternity to perform the

burial service, and neglectinsj other kind offices tendered her in her hour of desola-

tion and aifliction, will not debar her at any subsequent time, so long as she remains

his widow, to claim relief when in distress, for herself or children. The right of

relief inures to her by virtue of her husband's good standing at the time of his death,

and the claim should be respected ; provided she leads a just and virtuous life, as

should become the widow of a worthy Bro. Master Mason. The children, however,
cannot be debarred from any claim they may have on the Fraternity through any
reprehensible conduct on the part of the widow.

" This is not an official decision of mine, as I did not wish or deem it right to

amend a decision approved of by you. I would suggest that this receive your atten-

tion, and if deemed right, that the decision be amended.

" Upon the application of VVilliamette Lodge No. 2, I made the following deci-

sions :

"Question.—Can a Mason who has been duly summoned to appear before his

Lodge to show cause why his name should not be stricken from the roll of members
for nonpayment of dues—he lieing at the time one year or more in arrears—and by

a vote of his Lodge is stricken from the roll for an indefinite period of time, reinstate

himself to membership at any time, without the consent of the Lodge, by simply

paying to the Secretary the amount of his arrearages ?

" 2. Ansiuer.—A Master Mason who has been stricken from the rolls for non-

payment of dues, can reinstate himself to good standing at any time he sees fit, by

paying to (he Secretary the amount of dues which had accrued up to the time he was

stricken from the roll, but not for the time during which he was debarred the

privilege of visiting his Lodge, and from the privileges arising from the right of

visitation, for it would not be just to demand payment from him of dues which

accrued while he was denied the right of a voice in the Lodge. A Master Mason
stricken from the rolls for non payment of dues is to all intents and purposes still a

member under dealing of the Lodge which struck him from the rolls ; and were it

necessary to spread a ballot on the question of reinstating him, after he had paid up
his arrearages, it would place him upon the same standing as an indefinitely suspended

Mason, which he is not really ; for no Lodge can deprive any of its members of all

their inherent rights until after due trial and a two-thirds vote of the Lodge. I

therefore hold that he can reinstate himself at any time he sees fit, by simply paying

his dues to the Secretary.

"Question.—-Is a Mason who has been stricken from the roll for non-payment of

dues entitled to any of the rights or privileges appertaining to the membership of a

subordinate Lodge in this jurisdiction ?

" 3. Answer.— Section 9 of Article X. of the Grand Constitution, reads :
' Nor

shall he be entitled to Lodge privileges ;
' that is to say, he is debarred the privilege

of visiting his own Lodge, for the vote of his own Lodge to strike him from the rolls

is virtually an objection to his sitting in that Lodge until he has complied with its

by-laws ; and as the Lodge by its vote has merely stricken him from the roll for a

violation of its hy-la7os he, by that vote, cannot be deprived of all his inherent rights

as a Mason, and one of the inherent rights is that of visitation, he can, therefore,

visit any other Lodge he may desire to, providing, of course, that no member of the
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Lodge objects to his visiting. The Lodge which struck him from the rolls, however,
retains porver and jurisdiction over him, as it is through that Lodge, and that Lodge
alone, that he can reinstate himself to all the privileges of Masonry. A member
stricken from the rolls can at any time, if his necessity requires it, call upon any
Brother Master Mason for assistance in case of distress, as this is a right of which
he cannot he deprived except after due trial and conviction.

" Question.— Ts a majority vote sufificient to strike the name of a member from the

rolls ?

" 4. Ans7aet

.

—Section 9 of Article X of the constitution provides, that ' the

name of any member who may be in arrears for one year's dues may be stricken

from the roll of members,' which would seem to imply that it does not require any
vote of the Lodge. T would, however, recommend that in all such cases the sense

of the Lodge be taken, and as the brother cannot be suspended, a majority vote would
be sufficient.

" Question.—Whrit course is to be taken with brethren largely m arrears for dues,

who are absent from this jurisdiction, when impossible to commimicate a summons
to them, their place of residence not being known ?

" 5. Answer.—If the residence of the brother is unknown the Lodge may pro-

ceed exparte.

•
" Question.—Has Willamette Lodge No. 2 the power in her by-laws to exempt

any member from paying the stated fee of three dollars per quarter into the fimds of

the Lodge?

" 6. Answer.—The by-laws of a Masonic Lodge can never deprive it of the

power of doing a charitable action; for subjects of charity always have precedence
over any other business ; and what is more charitable than to extend our hand to a

poor, distressed brother and forgive him his past indebtedness, or even when, for

instance, a brother had for a number of years regularly contributed to the Lodge,
and when old age and misfortune had crept on him, to make him an honorary mem-
ber for life. Masonry should not be mercenary, on the contrary it shoi-ild be merci-

ful. A Lodge can at any time, in part or whole, remit the dues of any of its mem-
bers, when such act shall be meritorious.

" Upon the application of Pacific Lodge No. 50, to know :

" Has a Master Mason, a member of a subordinate Lodge the right to object to

the advancement of a candidate in another Lodge having concurrent jurisdiction ?

" 7. I decided : He can, but must give his reason therefor, either to the

Worshipful Master, or to the Lodge, who shall decide as to the validity of his

objections.

" Upon application of Baker Lodge No. 47, in answer to the following ques-
tions :

" What is the difference between the expressions, ' stricken from the rolls,' and
'suspended for the non-payment of dues?' What does the one involve that the

other does not ? After notice to the delinquent brother for not paying his dues as

prescribed by the by-laws, what is the proper motion and entry to be made when he
fails to show cause or appear in answer to the summons—-should the motion be
' stricken from the roll,' or ' suspended for non-payment of dues ? What is the
meaning in the expression of the law, which states that it is not competent for a

Lodge to suspend a brother from all the rights and beaefits of a Mason for non-pay
ment of dues?' I decided :

—15
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" 8. The payment of dues is a modern regulation, rendered necessary from the

fact that we are merely Speculative Masons, whilst prior to 1703 our Order was
alrnost entirely composed of Operative Masons.

" When a profane offers himself as a candidate for the mysteries of our Order, and

pays the necessary fees to the Lodge, is accepted, initiated, passed and raised, he
thereby secures to himself all the rights and privileges of Masonry, i. e., visitation,

charity, relief and assistance for his widow and children, and burial ; and of these

inherent rights he cannot be deprived, except after due trial and conviction for some

Masonic off'ense.

" Having thus secured the universal rights of Masonry, he, by the additional pay-

ment of dues for the support of a particular Lodge, secures additional privileges and
benefits ; these are, the right of a voice in the management of the affairs of the

Lodge, of ballot, of holding office, and a claim on the Lodge for charity.

" When he ceases to contribute to the support of the Lodge for more than one
year, he should be summoned to show cause why his name should not be stricken

from the roll of members (see Sec. 9, Art. X. of the Constitution), or, in other words,

why he should not be excluded from the particular Lodge. Should he fail to appear

or to show cause, the Lodge can, by a majority vote, strike him from the roll, and thus

debar him from the privileges, ivhich the payment of dues secures him : BUT NOT
FROM ANY OF THE UNIVERSAL PRIVILEGES. Under our Constitution, however, he is

debarred from visiting that particular Lodge.

" Having once been accepted as a member of that Lodge, and inasmuch as he has

not committed any heinous crime against Masonry, nor oversteped any of the ancient

landmarks, I hold that he can, at any time, by paying to the Secretary the amount of

dues he owed at the time he was stricken from the roll*, reinstate himself to good
standing in the Lodge, without any vote on the part of the Lodge. The Lodge
cannot claim dues for the time during which he was excluded from the Lodge, for

it would not be just to demand of him payment for privileges of which he was
denied.

" Should a brother, who has been duly summoned to appear before his Lodge for

any cause whatever, fail to obey said summons, he can be tried for a violation of his

obligation, and if on trial found guilty, punished accordingly.

"As this question, as to the status of a Mason stricken from the roll, is at present

greately agitating the Masonic mind, I deemed it advisable to submit to the Chair-

man of the Committee on Jurisprudence the two decisions I had made, with a

request for him to submit a report thereon at this meeting."

No. I is well enough; nevertheless we cannot see why the expulsion ol a mem
her should not be promptly made public.

Amendment of decision :—We have not the means of knowing what was the

decision of Grand Master Patton. He seems to have had a feeling for widows

that our brethren of his jurisdiction are not willing to endorse. Bro. CoNGLE is

quite too liberal. If the widow, from conscientious convictions alone, or for other

good reasons, is adverse to a formal Masonic interment of her husband, and so

expresses herself, she would be entitled to the aid and sympathy of the Fraternity.

But on the other hand, if her objections to public or private expressions of sympathy

and aid are founded in hostility to the institution, she thus, by her own election,

waives ever)' claim she has upon it.
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If our enemy hungers and is naked, we will give her food and raiment ; but we

emphatically deny that such an one has B.ny fraternal c/ai/n upon us.

U has frequently occured in our city, that brethren, in their last hours, have been

forced to renounce Masonry before their religious advisors would administer rites

peculiar to the communions with which they were connected—their widows have

shut the door in the faces of brethren who generously proffered aid and fraternal

consolation ; yet Lodges and brethren have foolishly contributed to the support of

these cheeky widows, in the belief that they had a lawful claim. They have uu

suck claim. No. 5 is good law.

On the rights of Master Masons "stricken from the rolls for non-payment of dues,"

our Oregon brethren seem much mixed. As this subject occupied a large share of

their attention, we have given Bro. Conglk's decisions, together with the following

report :

" Bro. S. F. Chadwicr, from Committee on 'Masonic Law and Jurisprudence,

submitted the following report, which was adopted :

To THE M.-.W.-.Grand Lodge of Oregon :

"Your Committee on Masonic Law and Jurisprudence, to whom the decisions of

the Grand Master were referred, state that after a careful examination of the same,

the following are the conclusions of the committee :

" The decisions are approved of except the answer to the following question :

" ' Is a Mason who has been stricken from the roll for non-payment of dues entitled

to any of the rights and privileges appertaining to membership in a subordinate

Lodge in this jurisdiction ?'

" Which your committee deems insufficient under Sec. 9 of Art. X. of the Consii

tution of Oregon. Your committee are of the opinion that a brother stricken fron>

the roll as in said answer stated, is deprived of all Lodge privileges including the

right of visitation within this jurisdiction. As a right, and out of respect to the

jurisdiction of the subordinate Lodge thus striking the brother from the roll for non-

payment of dues, the Section of the Constitution aforesaid deprives the brother ot

all Lodge privileges within the Grand Lodge jurisdiction. In other respects the

decision is deemed sound."

The practice authorized by our Grand Lodge is stated m our review of South

Carolina.

R.-.W.-.Bro. DoLPH, Grand Orator, in behalf of the brethren of Portland Lodge

No. 55, presented M.-.W. .Bro. Congle, one of their number, with a beautiful Past

Grand Master's jewel. Served him right.

Bro. Chadwick, chairman of Committee on Foreign Correspondence, presents a

well digested report. It is full enough, and gives a concise and well written sum-

mary of the transactions of 41 Grand Bodies.
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t^ENNSYLVANlA.

This volume of proceedings embrace a lecoid of two Quarterly Comuruuicatiou.->i

and the Annual of Dec. 27, 1875.

R.-.W.-. Bro. AlkrKu K. Putter presiding.

At the Quarterly of Dec. 1st., R.-.W.-. Bro. RubERT Clark was elected Grand

Master. Bro. Potter declining a re-election. R.-.W. -.Bro. John TH(1mpso;N was,

of course, re-elected Grand Secretary.

The addresses of both Bros. PoT^'ER and Clark, assure us of the improved tinancial

condition of the Grand Lodge. This would not be so worthy of particular mention

but for the fact that our brethren of Pennsylvania have erected a costly and magnih-

cent Temple—known wherever Masonry has an existence—and we are extremely

gratified to know that the jurisdiction is responding to the demands occasioned by

that investment. No decisions are reported, and we find but one case before the

Committee on Appeals. It appears that one D. B., made application for the degrees.

Prior to any action on the part of the Lodge, the petition was withdrawn. The

applicant then applied to another Lodge, was alected and made a Mason. The

Master of the first Lodge, at the election and initaion, was present, and knowing that

there were insuperable objections to the admission of the applicant, did not make them

known. For this, after the expiration of his Mastership, charges were preferred

against him ; but his Lodge, aftes finding charges sustained, refused to inflict a penalty

for the offence. The Committee reported the following resolution, which was con-

curred in :

" Resolved, That Lodge No. — be directed to expel from mem-
bership."

Served him right.

The report of the Committee on Foreign Correspondence, by brethren Uhle and

Mitchell, is voluminous, and well prepared.

Since writing the foregoing, we came upon a Quarterly Communication of March

1, 1876, exclusively devoted to the approval of a Special Report of the Corres-

pondence Committee, submitted by R.-.W.-. Bro. RiCH.ARD Vaux, Chairman.

There is so much of Pennsylvania Masonry in this document, including many

recognized principles of our Craft jurisprudence, that we find it impossible 'to give

the reader any very clear understanding of the sovereign instincts of our brethren

of the Keystone State, without presenting the entire document

:

" The Committee on Correspondence, composed of Bro. RlCH.ARD Vaux, P.G.M.,
Bio. Ggo. Baksr, Bro. J. C. Uhle, and Bro. Wm. H. Hooper, by its Chairman,
made the following Special Report, which was approved and ordered to be printed :
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SPECIAL REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON CORRESPONDENCE.

" The Right Worshipful Gr^nd Master directed the Committee f)n Correspondence
to make, at this Communication, a Special Report in regard to the Grand Lodges
with whicli this Grand Lodge held fraternal relations, and also those to which
Masonic recognition should be extended. The Grand Master was actuated in giving

this direction by the Jesire to extend to the brethren of other jurisdictions who
might be present in this jurisdiction during the year, and were entitled to receive it,

such Masonic welcome as became the honor and character of the Craft, and the

Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, and at the same time to protect not only the Grand
Lodge, but all its subordinate Lodges, and the brethren who are members thereof,

trom demands for recognition and fraternal greetings by those who were not entitled

to them.

" The committee, in complying with this direction, has had imposed on it the duty
of carefully examining the questions which are involved in the determination of so
important a subject.

" It is admitted as a primary Masonic principle, that Freemasonry is limited by
neither latitude nor longitude, but over the world it may exist as an institution, sub
ject to no laws but those which it makes for itself. The autonomy and the jurispru-

dence of Masonry are the results of the Masonic power exercised within the
circumference of the Landmarks. No human authority outside of the jurisdiction

of the fraternity can legislate for it, either as to the scope of authority, or the basis

on wliich it rests.

" To stop for a moment seriously to consider if profane governments can exercise

control over Freemasonry in its established organizations, recognizes a question that

would imperil the very foundation of the Craft. It cannot be entertained as a

possible question, and if it is ever propounded as possible, the prompt and positive

negation of any such claim, ends all further notice of it.

" Whenever it can be shown that the institution of Freemasonry is subject to the

dominion of secular power, it ceases then to be a Masonic institution, whatever else

it may be called.

" The Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania has solemnly asserted ' that Freemasonry is a
law unto itself,' and the expression of this principle formulated into a Masonic
axiom, is now incorporated into the very existence of the Masonic institution. It is

part of the organic law, and excludes the possibility of the existence with it of

another principle, which permits it to be destroyed. The exercise of any secular

power, either as protective, adverse or hostile, is an assault on the organic structure

of Freemasonry, alike formidable and fatal.

" The establishment of a Grand Lodge is by Masonic authority solely and exclu-

sively. There is no other power that can be invoked to sanction or protect a Grand
Lodge but that which creates it, and which, when so created, it legitimately and
Masonically represents.

"A Grand Lodge, when established and its jurisdiction declared according to the
principles of Masonic jurisprudence, is the sovereign and sole Masonic authority

within the territory over which it asserts its supreme Masonic dominion.

" If the territory covered by a Grand Lodge is subdivided, or alienated, or its alle-

giance changed for secular reasons, or by profane governments ; or if the soil is dis

posed of by treaty, ajid it ceases to be under the power of the nation or government
to which it belonged, or owed allegiance when the Masonic jurisdiction was attached,
that Masonic jurisdiction is not ousted. There can be but one process to change it.

Masonic jurisprudence acts on its own principles, in its own way. This is known to
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the Craft as beyond objection now, for any other principle would destroy the integ-

rity of all (jrand Lodge titles to sovereignty. Territorial jurisdiction in contempla-

tion of Masonic law may be demarked by lines established by secular governments,

but they become Masonic boundaries only, when they are Masonically so ordained

by Masonic law.

A Grand Lodge is created by Lodges. When three or more lawfully warranted

and duly constituted Lodges of Fiee and Accepted Masons, constitute and establish

a Grand Lodge, these Lodges confer on this Grand Lodge those powers which are

necessary to make it a controlling Masonic power. The territorial jurisdiction tlicn

attaches. The Grand Lodge having been organized, its jurisdiction declared, and

the Grand Lodge out of whose former jurisdiction the New Grand Lodge has claimed

jurisdiction, recognizing it, then and there such Grand Lodge has breathed into it the

breath of sovereign and supreme Masonic life and powers.

" It is deemed essential that the Grand Lodge out of whose jurisdiction the new
Grand Lodge has demarked its territorial limits should recognize it. Till then it is

not to be recognized by any other G and Lodge. If the Grand Lodge from which

the new Cirand Lodge takes jurisdiction, fails or refuses to recognize it, the grounds

for such refusal must be so utterly unmasonic and untenable that other Grand Lodges
are not to be governed thereby in their action in that case. But great caution i^

absolutely necessary.

" There is but one example of a creation of life, like unto it, and that was the

creation of man. The body was first made, shaped, formed, endowed with its func-

tions, and then there was breathed into it the vital principle which constituted it a

living body with an immortal spirit. So it is with the creation of a Grand Lodge of

Free and Accepted Masons. It is the recognition, the acknowledgement of its vital

|)Owers that consummates the fullness, completeness, the entirety of a Supreme Grand
Lodge of the Craft.

" These are the elemental principles, stated with sufficient precision to make them
not only comprehensiiile to the Masonic mind, but also the more easily to apply them

in all cases, where innovations, or attempts to introduce hostile or antagonistic

principles are sought to be imposed on the usages, customs and landmarks of ?'ree

masonry.

" It becomes of singular importance, plainly and positively, to assert this primal

principle of Masonic jurisprudence, so that no doubt may exist as to the exact mean-
ing which it is intended to convey to all the Masonic world.

" The Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania was among the first of the Grand Lodges
long ago to proclaim this principle, and she feels that su much has been gained, not

only to the permanence, security and harmony of the Craft, but to the dignity and
responsibility of Grand Lodges, that adherence to it is one of the most solemn and

imperative of Masonic duties.

" To consider a body of Free and Accepted Masons claiming to be a sovereign

and supreme authority, which is subject in any sense to the jurisdiction of a political

government, or liable to its jurisdiction as a Grand Lodge of the Craft, is a contra

diction, a denial and a renunciation of the very foundation on which it can exist, and

the principles by which it can be recognized.

"The Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania has ever been so decided in the assertion of

this principle of Masonic jurisprudence, this law unto itself of Freemasonry, that it

has refused, again and again, to be a participant even in considering the propriety of

establishing a General Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of the United

States, because it might attempt to exercise power which solely and exclusively

attaches to a sovereign and supreme Grand Lodge. It cannot then fail to assert.
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that if a body of Free and Accepted Masons which admits, or permits, a secular

power to have any, or the least participation in, or control over it, or its inherent

exclusive powers, it ca-nnot be recognized as a supreme sovereign Masonic institu

tion. Tf the permission of a political government of any nation is asked to sane

tion, or that government is permitted to prescribe the manner of organisation, or

assumes or usurps any control over the administration of a body of Freemasons,
it is not a Grand Lodge, but simply a department of such secular government, and
its only claim to be recognized as Masonic, consists in the fact that it is composed
of members that have some knowledge of a right which is declared to be Masonic.

" To attempt to prove that a Grand Lodge must be both sovereign and supreme is

a work of supererogation ; it is a proposition which demonstrates and proves itself.

These words express their own exclusive meaning. The highest power is the

supreme power, which possesses the functions of declaring law and enforcing
obedience. Sovereignty is that supreme authority which demands allegiance and
compels the duty involved in it. There can be no argument which more strongly

demonstrates these prenquisites in Freemasonry, than the simple statement of the

absolute necessity ot these attributes in a Grand Lodge. Without them, no Masonic
authority could exist. Confusion, contention, and conflict would be the degrees in

all Masonic institutions which recognize any other government than that each may
establish for itself.

"One of the surest tests of the peculiar inherent powers of the Masonic institution

is, that it has all its rights and privileges in entirety. There can, therefore, be no
subdivision of these peculiar rights. They constitute the essential element in

Freemasonry. Any Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons which professes,

or claims to be a supreme sovereign Masonic authority, cannot part with, surrender,

grant or alienate any of its inherent rights, and essential principles outside of itself.

The act of surrender is the act of self-destruction. If any one right or power is

granted by a Grand Lodge to any other body, Masonic in name, style or title, that

body is a clandestine assembly of, it may be F"reemasons but it is clandestine in Free-
masonry.

" The reason is patent. To surrender part of sovereign powers destroys the su-

preme authority in so far as the power surrendered is vested in some other organiza-
tion, and there cannot be a greater and lesser supreme power in any jurisdiction. If

the power to surrender Masonic, supreme, authority is wanting in a Grand Lodge,
but it nevertheless does surrender part of its inherent sovereign authority, the body
exercising this granted Masonic power, exercises it unlawfully, and that is the essence
of ' clandestine ' as applied to Freemasonry.

"•It is to be observed that the true meaning, the Masonic interpretation of clan

i/estine is, that it is unlawful. Whatever is without the sea! of lawful Masonic
authority is clandestine. Whatever act or proceedings, claiming to be Masonic, and
tried and tested from inception to conclusion, must be Masonically lawful or law-
fully Masonic, or they are clandestine.

" It is not pertinent or important to consider when, where or how, these primary,
organic, essential, elemental principles were first ordained as the landmarks of Ma
sonry. They are now recognized almost universally as the constituents of all Masonic
organizations. It only concerns us that the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania has
declared them to be the governing principles in her jurisdiction. Our Grand Lodge
has placed on the records her devotion to them, and her unalterable determination
to maintain them. It is her law unto herself, and she will not permit question, or

objection, or controversy from any quarter. She is supreme and sovereign within
her jurisdiction, and will neither permit, nor tolerate any interference from any
other Masonic authority.
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" So decidedly has our Grand Lodge spoken her opinions on these subjects that in

the year 1799 the Grand Lodge of South Carolina invited the Grand Lodge of

Pennsylvania to unite in forming a Masonic Convention for the purpose of institut-

ing and organizing a Superintending Grand Lodge, over this continent. This com
munication was referred to the Committee of Correspondence, which reported

unanimously,

" ^Resolved, That the constituting of a Federal or Supreme Grand Lodge to have
lunsdiction over the respective Grand and other I,odges throughout the continent, as

proposed by the Grand Lodge of Georgia, is inexpedient, and appears impracticable,

&c.' And in the year 1800 the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania gave its reasons in an

address to other Grand Lodges.

" In 1802 the Committee of Correspondence of Pennsylvania stated that the Grand
Lodges of Massachusetts, Virginia and New Hampshire agreed with the Grand
Lodge of Pennsylvania that a Superintending Grand Lodge for all North America
' would not be expedient or wise.'

" In 1807 the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania persisted in the opinion. To show
how sensible she has ever been on the question of jurisdiction, it is here thought well

to insert the following:

" ' In 1820 the Grand Lodge of Delaware stated that they had received a petition

for a warrant for a Lodge at Kennet Square, Delaware county, Pennsylvania, and

asked Pennsylvania if she had objection. The Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania then

resolved that the Grand Secretary inform the Grand Lodge of Delaware that the

Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania cannot consent to any other Grand Lodge granting a

warrant in the State of Pennsylvania, as it is apprehended that consequences

injurious to Masonry in general would inevitably result from any Grand Lodge
interfering with the jurisdiction of another Grand Lodge.'

" From 1780 to 1859 there were sixteen efforts to establish the Federal idea in

Masonry on this continent, and the last was 1859. The Grand Lodge of Pennsyl-

vania has refused ever to sanction so inexpedient, impracticable and unwise a

Masonic institution, and the reports to the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania by its

Committee of Correspondence are plain and positive on the subject, especially the

reports of i860 and 1S61.

" In all the foreign relations of our Grand Lodge the same opinions have been

frankly, freely, but most fraternally communicated to all the Grand Lodges with

which she had ever held Masonic intercourse. The Minutes of our Grand Lodge

are replete with approvals, commendations and endorsements of those Masonic

principles. It is no new doctrine that is here for the first time enunciated—-far from

it. Nothing herein contained is other than the re-assertion of the deliberate convic-

tions of the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, expressed over and over again, when

suitable occasion required such declarations. It cannot be supposed for a moment,

that anv circumstances can arise which could induce the Grand Lodge of Pennsyl-

vania to reverse her own convictions of duty, or to reform her opinions, or to violate

her principles, or indeed to attempt to destroy the landmarks, even if the consequent

result should be, that other Grand Lodges ceased to remain in fraternal relations

with her. She might deplore such disruption of Masonic ties, deeply deplore it

;

but rather than abandon what she conceives to be these great principles of Masonic

life, which gave vitality, power and sovereignty to her, in her jurisdiction, she will

grieve over these temporary sorrows, but maintain her Masonic integrity, that neither

jot nor title shall be destroyed.

" There appears from the elaborate, most masterly and able reports of Bro.

]amf,s Gibson, Chairman of the Committee on Correspondence of the Most
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Worshipful Grand Lodge of New York, presented to that Grand I,odge on the 4th

of June, 1874, and that of Bro. Henry L. Dechert, Chairman of the Committee
of Correspondence of the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania presented, St. John's day,

1872, that a most unfortunate state of affairs exists in some of the so-called Grand
Lodges in Europe, and elsewhere. These brethren have devoted great care and
exhaustive examination into the facts they developed. From the evidence they

present there is an inherent confirmation of the conclusions they reached, from the-

facts themselves. It would be too tedious to recount all the heresies that are now
existing in many of the so-called Grand Lodges, or Orients, on the continent of

Europe. It would appear from a careful reading of the proceedings of most of

them, that the essential principles of Freemasonry are ignored, or so mutilated, or

watered with isms, that they can, with difficulty, be recognized.

" Eight bodies claiming to be Masonic Grand Lodges in Europe have formed a

Masonic Diet, or grand governing national Masonic authority, which assumes powers
over, and regulates the rights and privileges of the inferior bodies that have surren-

dered these rights to this Diet. Among the extraordinary powers claimed by this

German Masonic Diet, or League, is 'the right of jurisdiction,' or a control over it.

This Diet has the disposition it would seem, to go into any Grand Lodge jurisdiction

of the States of the United States, and set up Lodges, under the plea of nationality,

that Masons so organized into a Lodge are Germans, or work in the German tongue,

and therefore owe allegiance to this German Grand Diet. This appears to be the

logical deduction from a claim of the ' right of jurisdiction.'

" It is also claimed by this Diet that ' the object and aim of this League is to

secure and promote the unity and Masonic joint action of the Lodges in Germany,
and to assume in common a Masonic attitude toward the Grand Lodges outside of

Germany ;
' that ' it is exclusively the business of the German Grand Lodge League

to determine whether new alliances shall be formed with Grand Lodges outside of
Germany, and whether those already formed are to be dissolved.' ' The Grand
Lodge Diet is the organ of the Grand Lodge League, and this Grand Lodge Diet
consists of the eight Grand Masters and the two Master Masons, elected by each
Grand Lodge.

" The Grand Lodges which are assumed once to have been supreme and sove-
reign bodies, but have now surrendered some of their inherent powers which are
inseparable from Masonic sovereignty, are :

" I.. The Grand National Mother Lodge of the Prussian States, zu den drei

Weltkugeln, at Berlin.

" II. The Grand Lodge of Saxony, at Dresden.

" III. The Grand Lodge of Hamburg, at Hamburg.

" IV. The Grand Lodge of the Eclectic Union, at Frankfort-on-the-Main.

" V. The Grand Lodge of Freemasons of Germany, at Berlin.

" VI. The Grand Lodge of Freemasons zur sonne, at Bayreuth.

" VII. The Grand Lodge of Prussia, called Royal York, zur Freundschaft, at

Berlin.

" VIII. The Grand Lodge zur Eintracht, at Darmstadt.

" Whatever may be the future relations of this Diet with lawfully organized Grand
Lodges, it is very evident to every member of our Grand Lodge, that there can be
no longer any Masonic intercourse with, or recognition by, the Right Worshipful

—16
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Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of Pennsylvania, and the Masonic
lurisdiction thereunto belonging, of either this Diet, or the emasculated Masonic
bodies that are its present constituents, during the existence of this Diet with its

present character.

" The Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania is old enough and wise enough to under
stand her own duty, and no greater benefit can be conferred by her on her sister

(irand Lodges, both in the States of our Union, and wherever Masonry is to be

maintained on the landmarks, than by declaring in her conservative action, that no
recognition can be given to this Diet, or its constituents. All time has proven that

the abandonment of Masonic law brings its own condemnation.

" Your committee have also to report that the so-called Grand Orients of Italy,

France, Brazil, Portugal, Hungary, Egypt, the Association called the Grand Lodge
of Polynesia, the so-called Grand Lodge of Indian Territory (U. S.), the several

associations called Lodge of Memphis, the Grand Lodge of New South Wales, and
Grand Lodge of Australia, are not in such a Masonic condition as to justify the

Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania recognizing them as Masonic Grand Lodges, and
such recognition is hereby withheld. Your committee offers the following resolu-

tion :

"Hesohied, The report lie accepted, approved nnd printed.'

Respectfully submitted,

RICHARD VAUX,
Past Grand Master, and Chairman Committee of Correspondenre.

March ist, 1876.

Total Lodges Dec. 27, T874, 3S7 > membership. 38,137.

QUEBEC.

The sixth annual communication was held Sept. 22, 1875.

M.-.W.-, Tames Dunbar, presiding.

Lodges represented, 51 ; total Lodges, 62 ; Membership, 2,704.

The address of the Grand Master is a creditable paper. In his notice of His

Royal Highness the Prince of Wales, he says:

" Two important events in the history of Masonry have occurred since our last

meeting. The first was the installation, in the month of April, of His Royal
Highness the Prince of Wales as Most Worshipful Grand Master of the Freemasons
of England. This ceremony took place under circumstances of unsurpassed splen-

dor, in the presence of 8,000 brethren. In this Dominion, and especially in this

Province, where His Royal Highness Prince Edward, Duke of Kent, the grand-

father of the Prince of Wales, honored the Fraternity by accepting the offipe of
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hist Right Worshipful Provincial Grand Master of Masons in Lower Canada, the

announcement that the Heir Apparent to the Throne of the great British Empire
had openly patronized our mysteries and joined our assemblies, was received with
feelings of peculiar gratification and pride. It affords the highest testimony to the

merits of our Society, and is the best answer to those who endeavor to traduce
and detract from it, not knowing its legitimate objects or benefits. That auspicious

occasion enabled Most Worshipful Brother, the Earl of Carnarvon, Secretary of

State for the Colonies, thus to speak:

" Freemasonry presents many titles to respect, even in the eyes of the outer world.

It is, first, of great antiquity—an antiquity extending into the sphere of immemorial
tradition ; secondly, it is known and practiced in every country, in every clime, by
every race of civilized men; and lastly, in this country, above all, it has associated

itself with human sympathies and charitable institutions. Let me say further that,

while it has changed its character in some respects, it has lost nothing which can
claim the respect of men who formerly, through the dim periods of the middle ages,

carved its records upon the public buildings, upon tracery of the mediaeval windows,
or the ornamentation of palaces. Now it is content to devote itself to works of

sympathy and charity, and in them it finds its highest praise and reward. Let

me draw one further distinction, and that is an important one. In some other

countries it has been unfortunately the lot of Freemasonry to find itself allied with

faction and intrigue, with what I may call the darker side of politics. In England
it has been signally the reverse. Now the Craft here has allied itself with social

order and the great institutions of the country, and, above all, with monarchy, the

crowning institution of them all."

" His Re-yal Highness the Prince of Wales also stated in umaistakable terms

his opinion of the Craft, saying :

" it is difficult for me to find words adequately to express my deep thanks for the

high honor that has been bestowed upon me—an honor which has already been
bestowed on several members of my family, my predecessors—and, brethren, in

whose footsteps it will always be my most ardent and sincere wish to walk, and by

God's help to fulfill the duties of the high office to which I have been called to-day

in the same way that my illustrious predecessors fulfilled them It would, brethren,

I feel sure, be useless for me, at a moment like this, to recapitulate anything which
has ever been so ably told you by the Pro. Grand Master relative to Freemasonry.
Every Englishman knows that the two watchwords of the Craft are ' Loyalty ' and
' Charity.' As long as these are our watchwords, and as long as Freemasonry
keeps itself from being mixed up with politics, so long will, I am sure, this great

and ancient order flourish, and its benign influences tend to maintain the integrity

of this great Empire."

" I make these extracts of words advisedly spoken, because much misapprehen
sion exists in this Province as to what Freemasonry really means under our system.

We know it inculcates the practice of every social and moral virtue, and conduces
to make all those honorable who are strictly obedient to its precepts. Let us so act

then that, if its credit cannot be advanced with the prejudiced, it will not be lessened

by us who belong to the C)rder."'

The reports of District D. G. Masters show a fair degree of prosperity, with

entire harmony.

In an examination of the transactions of the " Boaid of General Purposes," we

are pleased to note the fact that this Grand Body deals liberally with the widows

and fatherless. Other Grand Lodges would do well to •' follow suit."
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We should be pleased to give the address of Grand Chaplain Nye in full. We
must be satisfied, however, with this extract

:

" Acjain, a consistent Masonic life is characterized by tmseljishness. This is a

point on which there is much misunderstanding in the unenlightened world. The
popular conception of our Fraternity is that it is a vast mutual benefit society, to

which each member contributes a certain portion of his time, talents and means, in

the expectation, in certain contingencies, of reaping corresponding advantages,— in

a word, they suppose that when a man becomes a Mason he does so solely with a

view of using his new position as a stepping-stone to his own personal welfare and
aggrandizement. I need hardly say to you, my brethren, that such a view is entirely

contrary to the tenets of our Order, and directly opposed to its teachings. ' To do

;^ood and to communicate,' not to grasp any advantage for oneself, is the great lesson

we are set to learn in our Lodges. He is the true Mason who is ever ready to

forego his own for his brother's interests, and who looks at all questions, not with the

microscopic vision of the miserable self-pleaser, but with the broad, comprehensive

view of one who has grasped the great principles of the universal Fatherhood of

Goo and Brotherhood of Man."

M.-.W.-. Bro. John Hamilton Graham, G. M. ; V -.W.-. Bro. J. H. Isaacson,

G. Sec.

RHODE ISLAND.

A Festive Communication was held at Newport, June 24, 1875. ^'^ ^-e perused

its. doings, we felt that it would have been good to be there. Grand Orator Cheever

was particularly interesting. St. John's Lodge, No. I, spread the banquet, or as

Grand Secretary Baker would say, " the festive dinner."

The Semi-Annual Communication convened Nov. 16, 1874. M.-.W.-. NICHOLAS

VanSlyck presiding.

Three specials were held; Jan. 6th, 14th, and March 25, 1875.

The Annual convened in Providence, May 17, 1875

—

eighty-Jive times—old, but

by no means infirm.

Lodges represented, 26; total Lodges, 30; membership, 4,100.

The address of the Grand Master and District Deputies, represent the Craft pros-

perous and harmonious.

We have appropriated a fine likeness of M.-.W. -.Bro. VanSlvck, also one of

P. G. M. Oliver Johnson ; both of which we find in these proceedings.

M.-.W. -.Bro. VanSlyck re-elected Grand Master; R.-.W.-.Edwin Baker re-

elected Grand Secretary.
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SOUTH CAROLINA.

Annual Communication at Chaileston, Dec. 14, 1875.

Chartered Lodges represented, 162 ; Lodges U. D., 9; Total, 171.

M.-.W.-.Bro. WlLMOT G. DeSausson elected Grand Master, and Bro. Charles

Inglesky, Grand Secretary.

The address of retiring Grand Master HoYT is brief, and devoted largely to local

matters. He notices a circular from the Grand Master of Florida, suggesting the

propriety of an assemblage of Grand Masters of the United States for the purpose

of securing uniformity of Masonic Work. Without stopping to discuss the fea-

sibility of such a movement, we think that a Masonic Congress composed of the

Grand Masters of symbolic Masonry in our country and the British Possessions, to

establish a uniform code of Masonic law, is worthy of much more considerali(jn.

This we want. It is marvelous to notice the increase of Masonic lawyers. A Sjie-

cific code, sanctioned by our Grand Bodies, would put an end to the interminable

discussions now going on. We never expect to see uniformity of Work, but we
cannot see why constitutions and laws cannot be uniform. It has been a matter of

surprise that this subject has not received more extended consideration. A consid-

erable portion of M.-.W.-.Bro. Hoyt's address is devoted to

NON-PAYMENT OK DUES.

" One of the most fruitful sources of vexation within our own limits, is the subject

of non-payment of dues, which so often results in the permanent unaffiiiation of

Master Masons. As the law at present stands, when a brother is in arrears for more
than one year, the Lodge has power to erase his name from the roll, after due trial,

if two-thirds of the members voting concur. He is then no longer a member of that

Lodge, and can only obtain re-admission by a regular petition, reference to a com-
mittee, and unanimous ballot in his favor. I quote the exact wording of the law,

not so much for your information, as to make use of it as an illustration hereafter.

The hesitancy of Lodges to enforce this provision of the Constitution, in many
instances, arises from the lenient disposition of members, who are not disposed to

lessen their numbers by erasing good men from ther rolls for non-payment of dues,

when a brief indulgence is likely to result in speedy payment, in their opinion. But
the law requires that such action shall be taken, and if it is obnoxious or unwise, a

strict enforcement will secure an early abandonment of its provisions.

"A lax construction, too, frequently induces Lodges to retain names upon their

rolls, not only beyond the time specified in the Constitution, but extending from year
to year, until the arrearages are of such magnitude, that the brother in sucli a con-

dition becomes careless, indifferent, or positively averse to discharging an obligation

now grown to burdensome proportions, in his estimation. This statement agrees with
the experience of many members of the ( Irand Lodge, who have been perplexed to

devise proper means for checking a constantly growing evil. In my judgment, the

main difficulty arises from the severity of the law in regard to reinstatement of

brethren erased from the roll for non-payment of dues. True, a decision of one of

my honored predecessors admits the right of a brother thus erased from membership
to secure a dimit, upon paying the amount due to the Lodge of which he was
formerly a member, but this would often result in permanent non-affiliation, in cases
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where the brother did not desire to make application to another Lodge, or it was
inconvenient for him to do so.

" The remedy most desirable, in the majority of cases, must secure payment of

arrearages and reinstatement to membership. Unless non-payment of dues ib

declared to l:)e a Masonic offense, I do not perceive the necessity for such stringent

legislation in regard to reinstatement, and it would appear reasonably proper that an
offender against the by-laws of Lodges should be regarded as a violator of Masonic
obligations, or else, for a mere infringement of local regulations, not affecting his

general standing in the Craft, he should be dealt with less harshly than one who has
been convicted and punished for graver offenses. Yet, under the law now existing

in this jurisdiction, a Master Mason, who has been indefinitely suspended for a

crime against the general laws of Masonry, may be restored to membership by a vote

of two-thirds, after due notice given of the intention to restore, while a brother, who
has been erased from the roll for non-payment of dues, is required to petition, wail

one month's probation and receive a unanimous ballot in his favor before restoration

is complete. Either horn of the dilemma will relieve the embarrassment of this

perplexing question, but it is preferable to yield the point of making it so difficult

for an erased brother to resume his status in the Lodge, ' and with this view ' it is

recommended that the law be so amended as to make it compulsory on the part of

Lodges to erase every memtjer who shall be in arrears more than twelve months,
and at once notify him of this action ; if within a reasonable time thereafter, as the

law may provide, or the Lodge itself be left to determine, the member thus erased

does not discharge so just an obligation, it would subject him to indefinite suspen

sion, thereby working an absolute forfeiture, for the time being, of all Masonic
privileges. Proof of inability from poverty, or other excusable cause, to pay dues,

ought certainly to be admissible, and the power retained by the Lodge to remit the

dues altogether, and allow the brother to continue his membership. This may not

be the wisest or most effective plan, but the chief object in view is to bring this

important subject to the attention of the Grand Lodge, by which the law may be

definitely settled, that every Mason within the jurisdiction may know exactly his

duties and responsibilities as to payment of arrearages. The Constitution in this

respect lacks distinctness and plainness, besides open to the objection already given

as to the mode of reinstatement."

We give it entne, because in Illinois we insist that a voluntary delinquent is

guilty of a Masonic offense. He is in the first instance notified of his delinquency.

If he disregards the notification, he is then summoned to appear and show cause why

the penalty of suspension should not be inflicted. Should he disregard the sum-

mons, he is liable to expulsion. If a suspended brother desires reinstatement, he

must liquidate the claims of the Lodge ; after which he can, on motion, be reinstated

to his former Masonic standing by the same vote that suspended him.

We believe in this regulation, because we insist that one part of an obligation is

equally binding with another, that we are obligated to abide by the laws, rules and

regulations of the Lodge. One of which is that we shall pay into the treasury,

annually, a specific sum for its maintainence. If all should neglect or refuse to do

this. Lodges would soon become extinct. This regulation is founded in necessity.

Lodges must have homes, paraphernalia, and money for the relief of the distressed,

otherwise the fraternity would be an incoherent mass without aims or purposes. It

is true, that in some instances, a brother is without the ability to meet the demands

of his Lodge, and suffers suspension rather than reveal his destitute condition. This

class cannot be reached till they learn that brethren 'are only too glad, when they
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know of a case of the kind, to remit due^, speak words of encouragement, and lend

a helping hand to those less fortunate than themselves.

Five decisions are reported, three of which are founded on local law. The fourth

and fifth we give because it is refreshing to know that in the absence of a " Masonic

Congress " there are some points of Masonic law which are generally concurred in :

" 4. In the absence of the Master and Wardens, a Past Master cannot open the

Lodge. The charter is peculiarly entrusted to the Master, and, in his absence, to the

Wardens alone. A past Master, in this respect, has no superiority over his brethren
.

" 5. The territorial jurisdiction of a Lodge extends, in an air lint\ to a point

equally distant from the adjacent Lodge."

The Committee on Jurisprudence occupied much of the attention of the Grand

Lodge. Their first presentation was the following, which was adopted :

"Resolved, That when a candidate has received a favorable ballot, the naked
objection of a member not present at the ballot will not prevent the degree balloted

for, being conferred. The objector is required to assign a reason for his objection,

or prefer charges as the case requires, and upon the validity of which the Lodge
shall pass."

Our own Crrand Lodge, at its session of 1874, adopted the following :

(Sections 2 and 3, Article XVL, By-Laws).

Our South Carolina brethren go further than we, by insisting that a candidate who
has been "elected to receive a degree," has some right which Masons a^e bound to

respect. Personally, we sympathize with them in their view of the subject, and

have never been able to see the propriety of giving one member of a I/odge the

absolute power to defy the unanimously expressed will of his brethren.

There is no Masonry in the simple obitu dictum of one who only says, " 1 object."

The Lodge has or should have the right to know wherein the favorable report of a

committee and subsequent ballot were erroneous.

An experience of nearly thirty years establishes conclusive proof that ninety eight

of every hundred " objections," come from brethren who give little or no attention

to the affairs of a Lodge. They hear of the election of a candidate, and for the first

time, perhaps, in six months or a year, rush for the Lodge, and " object." We think

it would be a desirable regulation that resident members of a Lodge should be noti

fied of applications for the degrees or membership.

Reports of D. D. G. Masters exhibit a gratifying condition of the Craft. Peace

nnd harmony prevailing.

The report of Bro. Ingt.esby, Grand Secretary, on Masonic Correspondence,

embraces a review of fifty-two Grand I,odges. It is an able document. Illinois

comes in for a share of his fraternal regards. What he says of Bro. Robrins finds

an appreciative response throughout our jurisdiction.

Hear him :

" Bro. RoBBlNS presents another one of his unsurpassed and unsurpassable reports

on Correspondence, covering 234 pages, and reviewing the forty-seven American
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Grand Lodges ; South Carolina coming in for fraternal greeting. It is impossible to

begin reading such a report and stop before you reach its conclusion, and puzzling in

the extreme, amidst such a profusion of good things, to mike selections."

TENNESSEE.

The Sixty-second Annual Communication of our Fraters of this jurisdiction

assembled in Nashville, Nov. 8, 1875. M.-.W.-.Bro. A. J. Wheeler, presiding.

Lodges represented, 345 ; total Lodges chartered, 390 ; I-odges U. D., 9; mem-
bership, 17,994.

The address of the Grand Master is devoted to local matters. Five dispensations

have been issued for the organization of new Lodges. He recommends that " this

Grand Lodge require that all petitions for new Lodges shall be signed by at least

fifteen Master Masons." This suggestion was endorsed by the Grand Lodge.

We are glad to see that our M.-.W.-.Bro. does not flinch, when duty to the Craft

is demanded. He has closed up two I>odges for "gross umnasonic conduct.''''

Right. He expresses, in beautiful language, fraternal sorrow on the death of Bro.

Andrew Johnson, Bro. W. R. Ross, and Past Grand Master John W. Paxton.

The Committee on Correspondence, through Bro. A. J Wheeler, presented their

report, which was received and " filed." A resolution to appoint Grand Secreta-

ries was not concurred in. An effort was made to permit Lodges to " strike from

the roll " for non-payment of dues. The Committee on Jurisprudence very prop-

erly refused to recommend the change, on the ground that " .striking, from the roll

is a punishment, and that no punishment can be inflicted without proper charges

being preferred."

M.-.W.-.Bro. J. C. Cawood, elected G. M. ; R.-.W.-.Bro. John Frigell, G. Sec.

UTAH.

The M.-.W.-.Grand Lodge of this Jurisdiction convened in its Fourth Annual
Communication at Salt Lake City, Nov 9, 1875.

M.-.W.-.Charles W. Bennett, presiding.

Lodges represented, 6 ; membership of jurisdiction, 365.
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The address of Bro. Bennett, though brief, embodies some thoughts worthy of

particular consideration. The Fraternity is in a prosperous condition, and entirely

harmonious. Only three decisions are reported, and these not of sufficient import-

ance to occupy attention.

He says :

" While I would not indulge in a homily on morality in this address, I must be

permitted, as akin to the subject last treated, to urge on you all, especially on the

officers of all subordinate Lodges, to use every means in your power to elevate as

much as possible the moral standard among your members. If any of our teachings

stand out in bold relief above all others, they are those which inculcate the practice

of morality and virtue. Temperance, fortitude, prudence and justice, are the four

principal virtues which we inculcate, and upon the practice and observance of which

we lay greatest stress ; but, brethren, do we adequately practice, and enjoin on others

to practice those virtues ? Do we exercise that ' due restraint upon the passions and

affections which renders the body tame and governable, and frees the mind from

the allurement of vice.' Sadly, I must say, we do not. Intemperance and its

kindred vices, are far too common amongst us ; in many cases our precepts are

belied by our practices to the disgrace of Masonry, and it becomes the duly, as it

should be the pleasure of every good Mason to enforce our teachings by mild advice

and entreaty, if he can, by the harsher means provided him by our laws, if he must."

The remarks of Bro. Bennett are to the point. There is no Masonry in drunken-

ness, profanity or licentiousness. We have not one particle of faith in the Masonic

professions of any man who tramples upon cardinal virtues. He is a disgrace to the

Fraternity, and when friendly fraternal admonition is unavailing, he should be

expelled. Masonry cannot afford to retain these blisters on its surface, for soon, by

contact, they induce others, till often a whole Lodge becomes corrupted—a hideous

carbuncle upon the body of the Fraternity. Year by year the brethren of our juris-

diction are taking higher grounds on this subject ; and it is rare indeed to find a

corrupt man who now exerts even a local influence.

The report of the Grand Secretary shows a gratifying financial condition of

Lodges. More than this, it shows that our brethren in Utah have charity, marked

and well defined.

The six Lodges of this jurisdiction have contributed, in their relief work, $1,336,

and have now on hand, collectively, $6,312 70.

The following was incorporated in their by-laws :

"Any member in good standing may withdraw from membership for the purpose

of joining another Lodge outside of the jurisdiction of this Lodge, or by reason of

leaving the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of Utah, or by helping to form a new
Lodge, by paying his dues and notifying the Lodge to that effect at a regular meet-

ing ; but should such withdrawal be for the purpose of uniting with a Lodge within

this jurisdiction, no dimit shall be granted until after the member desiring such dimit

shall have been elected to membership by the Lodge petitioned.

Our Utah brethren, with some other Grand Lodges, do not seem to realize the

truth, that when a member wants to withdraw from a Lodge, the best thing to do is

to let hivi go. See " Colorado."

—17
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M.-.W.-.Bro. Edmund P. Johnson, elected Grand Master.

R.-.W.-.Bro. Christopher Diehl, re-elected Grand Secretary.

Bro. Diehl submitted a very comprehensive report on " Foreign Correspondence."

Illinois comes in for a large share of his attention :

" Notwithstanding all this, he (Bro. Robbins) is not infallible, and we cannot

agree with every one of his points and arguments. For instance, he opposes any
legislation regarding non-affiliates, and we hold it to be a necessity, in our part of

the world at least, if for nothing else but self-protection, which, in our opinion, is a

very essential law of nature, that no man and no society can disobey without after

punishment. He holds that a member cannot be suspended for non-payment of

Lodge dues. We dissent. At the time the brother was made a Mason, he was told

that he had certain duties to perform, one of which is the payment of Lodge dues,

and if he neglects to perform that duty without good cause, he ought to be suspended.

When a newly made Mason attaches his name to the by-laws of his Lodge, he signs

3 contract, and only so long can he claim the benefits of that contract as he abides

by its demands ; but from the moment he ceases to act his part his rights cease. The
laws of Masonry are based upon common sense, and if this is not common sense, we
don't know what the word means. If we understand the articles of Bro. HughAN
on this subject correctly, the Lodges in England do so decide, and act accordingly."

We believe that a Mason violates his obligations when he refuses to pay lawful

dues to his Lodge. He pledges himself to the support of the lajus, rules and regu-

lations of the Lodge of which he is made a member, or with which he may subse-

quently imite. Nicely digested theories on what has been a practice, or what breth-

ren two hundred years ago adopted for their government, have no weight in deter

mining the construction of my Masonic obligations. These are plain, and cannot be

tortured tnto meaningless abstractions.

We clip the following standing regulation :

" 13. Resolved, That all non-affiliated Masons in this jurisdiction shall have the

privilege of visiting Lodges for the period of six months, but such non -affiliates shall

petition some Lodge within thirty days thereafter for membership, or contribute to

some chartered Lodge in this jurisdiction its regular dues, and in case of non com-
pliance, shall be debarred from all Masonic rights and privileges, as follows ;

1st. They shall not be allowed to visit any Lodge.

2d. They shall not be allowed to appear in any Masonic procession.

3d. They shall not be entitled to Masonic charity. ,

4th. They shall not be entitled to Masonic burial.

They shall be deemed drones in the hive of Masonry, and unworthy our pro-

tection as Masons.

Again, says Bro. Deihl—
" On this point we stand and fall with Bro. Robbins, and it is a great question in

our mind whether Bro. Robbins believes in the resurrection of the body' at all.

We know that we don't—landmark or no landmark—and we don't hold back in tell-

ing this either, and we do not think that our Masonic standing will be impaired by our

disbelief, at least not in Utah. We have read and studied in our early days, too much
the works of our great German philosophers, more especially Humboldt's "Cosmos,'
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and we will never betray them in our manhood. Humboldt's portrait hangs in our

room, and his eyes look upon us while we write this, and he need not now, nor ever

shall he, be ashamed of his humble countryman. Furthermore, we advocate 'ere

luation,' and do believe that when cremation of the dead body becomes the universal

custom, and it will sooner or later, the belief in the ' resurrection of the body,' will

fall to the ground as a natural consequence."

Here is a warm application for our "orthodox " brethren. We make the quota-

tion only to add our disapproval of this class of controversy being tacked on to

Masonic discussion. More than this ; we believe it a violation of a " landmark "

to introduce sectarian dogma. Masonry is as indifferent to " Humboldt's Cosmos/'

as it is to " cremation," " universal salvation," or " eternal damnation." For the

life of us, however, we cannot see how belief in the " resurrection of the body " is

to fall with the adoption of " cremation." " Cosmos " may explain it ; if not, some

other great German philosopher may come to the rescue.

M.-.W.-.Bro. Edmund. P. Johnson was elected Grand Master, R.-. W.-. Bro.

Chistopher Diehl, Grand Secretary.

VERMOiNT.

'f his Grand Body convened al Burlington, June y, 1870.

M.-.W.-.Bro. Nathan P. Bowman, G. M.

Lodges represented, 99; total Lodges, loo; Membership, 8,396.

The address of G. Master Bowman exhibits a prosperous condition of the Craft

He presents a beautiful tribute of fraternal affection to the memory of M.-.W.".Pasl

G. M. George Mortimer Hall, who died August 24th last.

" His work was well done. A good man and Mason has passsed away. His lile

was a part of the history of ^'ermont Masonry, and a witness of the power of living

principle."

We call particular attention to the following remarks :

" I feel that I somewhat appreciate the question, ' What is the true mibsiou of

Masonry ? ' and it is a question of great importance in this cold, money-loving and
soul-forgetting age. It is friendship, love and integrity—that friendship which
rises above the distinctions of society and the pecuniary conditions of life, and see>

the poor, the friendless, ready to help, bless, relieve and console, and obeys that law

which requires man to love God and conduct himself towards others, in all cases,

in like circumstances he would have others deal with him, which is the law of mutual
love, abiding faith and charity. While we do not claim Masonry to be religion, it

is the ' handmaid ' of Christianity ; it embraces all the possible conditions of life ; it

helps us to bear each others' burdens. In the exercise of the principles of our
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institution, we see the shadow of Him who went about doing good, whose ear was
ever open to human sorrow, and who was always ready to extend to the child of

sickness and penury, tender consolations of fraternal sympathy. Masonry not only

inculcate:, the principles of love and benevolence, not only feels, but acts. Nowhere
in the World can a good Mason feel alone, friendless, or forsaken ; the protecting

arms of the institution surround him wherever he may be, ready to lend a helping

hand in the hour of peril, sickness or distress, and, should he die, his brethren will

close his eyes and give his body to the repose of the tomb; and the grave does not

limit that love and sympathy, ah I no : they will not forget their duties to his family
;

they will throw around the fatherless children the protecting arm of the institution,

and will extend brotherly sympathy to the weeping wife. She is encouraged by

hope, and feels stronger to enter the battle of life, knowing that around her and

over her and her little ones is an efficient earthly friend.

" My brothers, are we living the principles of our institution ? Do we not find

some among us who seem to have joined the institution for selfish purposes, and

when they find themselves disappointed in not being able to turn it to pecuniary
' benefits, go out and, in many cases, disgrace the cause of Masonry ? Are we all

careful in our dealing and daily intercourse with each other? Are we always

ready to exercise charity ? Are we not too apt to shed tears over the sufferings afar

off, and pass by too often that real misery that meets us at every step ? Do we not

have too many among us who disgrace the Order by intemperance and profanity ?

No true Mason, who appreciates the moral teachings of our institution, will ever

take the name of ' God but with that reverential awe which is due from a creature

to his creator,' and to all Masons who are alive to the sense of God's goodness and

purity, profanity is a revolting and disgusting practice ; and every Mason who will

persist in such a practice after being expostulated with, if we are all true to our con-

victions and cannot reform them, let them be cut oft" and thrown out, that the beauty

of our temple be not marred with their presence, and then may we hope to exem-

plify the great moral truths inculcated by the Masonic institution."

Bro. Bowman reports I2 decisions.

" Decision i. Objections to the advancement of an Entered Apprentice or

Fellowcraft should be based upon good and sufficient reasons ; if it was for offenses

before initiation, a committee should be appointed ; if after initiation, charges should

be preferred.

" 2. No rescinding vote can be had in case of a ballot when a candidate has

been once declared rejected.

" 3. Members of a Lodge who become petitioners for a new Lodge are liable for

dues to the date of the dispensation, and the old Lodge retains penal jurisdiction of

them for the purpose of collecting the same, even after the new Lodge is constituted.

" 4. It is competent for the Master or Warden, who is entitled to preside in a

Lodge, after congregating the Lodge, to call to the Chair any Master Mason, and

such Master Mason then preside and confer the degrees, the presence and consent of

said Master or Warden being sufficient to establish such work, legal and regular.

" 5. It is the right of any member of the Lodge to request a dimit, and, if

expressed in respectful and proper language, the Master should entertain the request

and submit it to the Lodge for action. The sufficiency of the reasons for requesting

it, under the resolution of 1873, must be determined by the Lodge.

" 6. The period of one year referred to in seclicjn 2 of article 18 of the Grand
Lodge By-Laws, relates to the length of time the dues are in arrears, and not to the

time when notice must be given. Reasonable notice is all that is required.-
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" 7. A Lodge cannot be called from labor to refreshment for one week to do

business. A regular communication is fixed by the by-laws, and if there is not time

tu close the business at the regular communication, it must lie ovei till the next,

" Qiiistimi.—A brother being a peiitioLicr for a new Lodge, charter granted, but the

brother never signed the by-laws, is he a member, and can he be dealt with lor non

payment of dues, same as though he had taken the degrees and signed the by-laws '

"'Answer.—If the brother's name is in the charier of the new Lodge, it makes
him a member. The case is different from that of a brother who receives his

degrees and does not sign the by-laws.

" 9. If a Lodge surrenders its charter it ceases to be a Lodge, and the members
are like unaffiliated Masons, and can be admitted by any Lodge when they can

satisfy themselves that they were in regular standing in the Lodge when the charter

was surrendered.

" 10. A brother has a right to object to the initiation of a candidate, and if
,

absent at the time of the balloting, it would operate as a black ball, and, until the

objections are withdrawn, the Master has no right to confer the degrees on the can

didate.

" II. Seven being the number necessary to form a Lodge, I consider that number
necessary to form a quorum when voting is to be had.

" 12. A Lodge on the borders of another State should not initiate any resident of

that State without first obtaining the consent of the Grand Master of said State, and
of the Lodge in whose jurisdiction the ajiplicant resides."

Perhaps we do not apprehend the meaning of No. 2. If it is meant that no

further ballot can be had after a "candidate has once been declared rejected," then

we dissent. We hold, that after such declaration, if a brother at the communication

when the ballot was spread, or at a subsequent communication, should state that he

or they voted under a misapprehension as to the character or identity of the candi -

date, then we believe it entirely competent for the Master to order a further ballot,

and if clear, confer the degrees.

In regard to these decisions, the Committee on Jurisprudence say

—

" That they have examined the decisions and would recommend that the decisions

one to nine, inclusive, and decision twelve be approved. They would recommend
that decision ten be amended by striking out the words ' and if absent at the time of

the balloting it would operate as a black ball,' and be approved as reading; ' A
brother has a right to object to the initiation of a candidate, and, until the objections

are withdrawn, the Master has no right to confer the degrees on the candidate,'

which corresponds with the decision of Grand Master Davis, in 1872. They
would also recommend that decision eleven be not approved. They find no pre-

cedent for this decision save that mentioned in it, but, in their opinion, this is not suf-

ficient to establish a rule which will contravene the ordinary usage of the Lodges,

which make three Master Masons constitute a quorum for the transaction of all busi-

ness which may be brought before the Master Mason's Lodge."

M.-.W.-.Bro. Bow.M.iiN re-elected Grand Master; R.-.W.-.Bro. Henkv Clark,

Grand Secretary.

Bro. Clakk spreads before his readers a comprehensive report on P'orcign Cor-

respondence. We clip the following :
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GRAND LODGES OF EUROPK.

Number of
Daughter Lodges.

1. Gi^iid National Mother Lodge zu deii diei VVeltkugelii (Three Globes),

Berlin iii

2. Grosse Landes Loj^e von Deutschland (Grand Lodge of Germany), Berlin 77
3. Grosse Loge von Pruessen Royal York zur Freundschaft, Berlin ... 47
4. Grosse Loge von Hamburg, Hamburg 30
5. Grosse Loge zur Sonne, Baireuth 17

6. Grosse Landes Loge von Sachsen (Grand Lodge ot Saxonv), Dresden . 18

7. Gr. Loge des eklektischen Freimaurerbundes (Eclectic Union), Frankfort. 12

X. Gr. Loge /ur Eintrachl, Darmstadt 9
Isolated Lodges in Germany 5

9. Gr. Loge der Schweiz Alpina, Neuenburg, Switzerland 27

10. Gr. Lodge of Hungary, Pesth (for the 3 symb. degrees) 15

11. Gr. Orient of Hungary. Pesth (A. & A. Rite) iS

12. Grand Lodge of England, London '334
13. Grand Lodge of Scotland, Edinburgh 504
14. Grand Lodge of Ireland, Dublin 337
15. Grand Orient of the Netherlands, Hague 73
16. Supreme Conseil of Luxembourg 2

17. Grand Lodge of Sweden, Stockholm 16

18. Grand Lodge of Denmark, Copenhagen 5

19. Grand Orient of France, Paris 321
20. Supreme Conseil of France, Paris 50
21. Grand Orient of Belgium, Brussels 60
22. Supreme Conseil of Belgium, Brussels II

23. Grand Orient of Italy, Rome 165

24. Grand Lodge of Spain

25. Grand Orient of Lusitania, Lisbon, Portugal 57
26. Grand Orient of Greece, Athens 8

GRAND LODGES IN AMERICA, OUTSIDE OF THE UNITED STATES.

Grand Lodge of New Brunswick, St. John 28

Grand Lodge of Canada, Ontario 281

Grand Lodge of Quebec, Montreal 38
Grand Lodge of Nova Scotia, Halifax 59
Grand Lodge of British Columbia, Victoria 9
Grand Lodge of Mexico 12

Grand Orient of Hayti, Port au Prince 18

Grand Orient of San Domingo 6

Grand Orient of Cuba, Santiago 7

Grand Orient of Venezuela, Caracas 49
Grand Orient of Columbia, Bogota
Grand Orient of New Grenada, Cartagena 223
Grand Orient of Peru, Lima lo

Grand Orient of Chili, Valparaiso 8

Grand Orient of Argentine, Buenos Ayres 12

Grand Orient of Uruguay, Montevideo 17

Grand Orient of Brazil, Lavradio, Rio Janeiro 56

Grand Orient of Brazil, Benedictinos, Rio Janeiro 48

AFRICA.

Grand Orient of Egypt, Alexandria 8
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VIRGINIA.

We have before us a large volume of 316 pages, rec)rding the transactions of this

venerable jurisdiction.

Our brethren assembled in Richmond, December 13th, 1875.

M.-.W.-.Bro. Wm. B. Taliaferro, presiding.

Lodges represented, 143 ; Total, 195 ; Membership, 9,301.

Dispensations for thirteen new Lodges have been issued.

Of non-athliates, our M.-.W.-.Bro. says :

" The subject of the status of non-affiliates, and the relation which they bear to

the Craft, is one everywhere, more or less, exercising the Masonic mind, and is well

worthy of your serious consideration.

" It is a very delicate question—that of the power of a Grand Lodge, limited as

it is by the constitutions and great landmarks of Masonry, to enact laws to punish

without trial any citizen of the great republic of Free Masonry. A Mason once a

Mason, always until death or Masonic extinction or suspension puts a period to

existence, has been the dogma long espoused by many ; and it would seem to be

repugnant to the great principles of our faith, that one who had retired from the

active duties of the Craft, after having worked in the quarries with fidelity, and
drawn designs upon the trestle-boards with distinction—honored and respected by

the profane world, and held free from reproach by his Masonic friends—should be

placed upon the same plane with one who has been suspended or expelled ; to the

extent that he is denied the rights and benefits of Masonry.

"A non-affiliate relinquishes many privileges by voluntarily dimitting from his

Lodge. He ceases to exercise the right to choose the officers, as well as of being

himself promoted to the honors of his Lodge—he has no right to participate with

them in the social hours of refreshment and recreation—but that he should be

denied the general right of Masonic association, and the privilege of Masonic
burial, without any violation of Masonic obligation, seems a departure from the

original design of our institution."

From his decisions, twenty-one in number, we quote

:

" That the failure to obey a summons to show cause for non-payment of dues, is

not such a violation of Masonic obligation as will subject the delinquent brother to

trial for unmasonic conduct."

We have been educated in the belief that wilful disobedience of a summons is a

violation of Masonic obligation, subjecting the offender to expulsion ; and, for the

first time in our experience, we find a different view entertained.

We come upon many things, new and old, among the enunciations of Grand

Masters, but have not seen anything that more perplexes us than the following :
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That a Lodge reporting among its members one known to be suspended by another

Lodge, is liable to discipline, and if it is brought to the notice of the Grand Master,

the charter of the offending Lodge should be at once suspended.

We " pass."

M.'.W.-.Bro. Stanbury, D. C, was presented to the Grand I,odge. and deHvered

an address in behalf of the National Washington Monument Society. The matter

was referred to a committee, who reported adversely to a contribution. They, with

much propriety, claimed that the funds for a completion of the Monument should

come from the National Exchequer.

Here is the decision of a D. D. G. M , conhrmed by Grand l,odge :

" When a Mason is tried by his Lodge for ' unmasonic conduct,' and is sentenced

to be ' reprimanded in open Lodge,' the Master has no right to sttmmon him to

appear before the Lodge to receive the reprimand ; and if such a summons be issued,

and the brother neglect or fail to obey it, he is not amendable to a further charge on

account of such neglect or failure."

We do not know how our brethren are to inflict a reprimand. If a brother sen-

tenced will not put in an appearance, how are you to get him before a Lodge ? It

may he that a summons in such case is a prerogative of the Grand Master. Is this

so?

The reports of I). D. G Masters do not show as much prosperity as we had

expected to find. Some of them make complaint of lax discipline in many of their

T^odges. Vice is tolerated, and as a consequence the better class of community

stand aloof from the Fraternity. A Lodge controlled by vicious men is a stigma upon

the good name of Masonry, and the sooner it is disposed of the better.

Tt gives us great pleasure to say that G.'.M.-.Taliaferro and his subordinates are

in entire sympathy with every effort to elevate the moral standard of the jurisdiction.

M.-.W.- Bro. Wm. B. Taliaferro was re-elected Grand Master; R.-.W.-.Bro.

John Dore, Grand Secretary.
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WASHINGTON TERRITORY.

The Eighteenth Annual Communication convened in Olympia, Sept. 22, 1875.

Two Special Communications were held; the first, August 17, 1875, ^"*i ^^c

second, Sept. 6, following.

M.-.W.-.Bro. James R. Hayden, presiding.

Total Lodges, 20; membership, 713 ; Lodges represented, 18.

The address of G.-.M.-.Hayden is a good paper, devoted exclusively to local

affairs. He reports several decisions, none of which require particular notice.

The most notable event of the year, was the Masonic Re-union, Aug. 17 :

"On the i6th of August the Oregon Grand Lodge came to Olympia, and on the

17th were officially received with the honors so eminently their due at a Special

Communication of this Grand Lodge. A grand procession was formed, P.-.G.-.M.-.

Haller acting as Grand Marshal in which all orders of Masons were largely repre-

sented, the brethren of the A. A. Scottish Rite, under command of III. Bro. J. S.

Lawson, 32d Spec. Dep. S. C. A. A. S. R., acting as the escort, and the display

greatly increased by the presence of the Royal Arch Chapter of Oregon. It was a

matter of universal regret that our visitors from British Columbia were delayed in

their arrival until Wednesday the i8th, and that Idaho was unrepresented. It was
our regret, but we feel, too, it was their loss. Arrived at Capitol grounds, where a

large crowd had anticipated the procession. M.-.W.-.Bro. J. C. Ainsworth, one
of Oregon's fathers in Masonry, presided over the vast assemblage. The exercises

there were intensely interesting, consisting of an eloquent prayer by Grand Chaplain
Rev. D. N. Utter, a preliminary address by the President of the day, (Bro. AlNS-
woRTH), address of welcome by P.-.G.-.M.-.T. M. Reed, responded to by R.-.W.-.

Bro. J. N. DoLPH, Grand Orator- of Oregon. M.-.W.-.Bro. Elwood Evans,
P.-.G.-.M.-., followed in an address pertinent to the occasion and in general defence
of the claims of Freemasonry to popular encouragement and confidence. M.; W.-.'

Bro. S. F. Chadwick, P. G. M., author of the occasion, treated the Fraternity to a

history of Masonry on the Northwest coast, full of incidents of interest to the Craft.

On the stand was also P.-.G.-.M -.Berryman Jennings, first Grand Master of

Oregon. A Grand Ball closed this day's exercises. On the morning of the iSlh,

the Grand Lodge of British Columbia, as also 111. Bro. J. McCracken, 33d and
P. G. M. of Oregon, entered an appearance and participated with us in the grand
Clambake. I will not venture to describe this day's performance, I know those who
had the privilege to be present will consider it as one of the happiest days of their

flives, and more need not be said. In the evening at 8 f)'clock the visitors, together

with ourselves now as travelers started for a foreign country, accompanied by our

glerious brethren of British Columbia, whose guests we now became, and arrived at

Victoria on Thursday p. M. The recej)tion was grand, imposing and hearty. The
welcome speech of M.-.W.-.Bro. Sjmeon Duck, G. M. of British Columbia, was a

* m"ost eloquent tender of hospitality, and a glorious tribute to Masonry and its agency
in securing free institutions and popular freedom."

Entire harmony prevails throughout the jurisdiction.

—18
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Two dispensations granted for new Lodges. The Committee on Foreign Corres-

pondence made a brief report. Bro. Rkkd pitches a whole cart load of contempt at

" There is much satisfaction in glancing over the broad field of Masonic work,

and observing its growing interest. The enemies of our institution, though still

more vicious and virulent in their attacks, (like the little canine that exhausted his

vocal powers at the moon,) quail before the sunlight of its glory ; their puerile

anathemas and affected saintly deliverances, if noticed at all, only excite the mirthful

ridicule of the truly intellectual and unprejudiced of mankind."

M.-.W.-.Bro. Thomas T. Miner, elected G. M. ; R.-.W.-.Bro. T. M Reed,

re-elected G. S.

WEST VIRGINIA.

The Eleventh Annual Communication was held at Wheeling, November 9th,

1875-

M.-.W.-.Bro. RuKEK-r Wi[iTE presiding.

I>odges represented, 67 ; total Lodges, 72 ; Membership, 3. 236.

Although the address of G.".M.-.White is exclusively devoted to local mitters, it

exhibits industry and close attention to the interests of his jurisdiction.

Five dispensations have been issued for the organization of new Lodges.

Among the limited number of decisions we lind the following :

" Two dispensations were asked to permit a new ballot in cases in which the bal-

lot was had and declared closed by the W. M. One of these was from Malta Lodge
No. 80. the other from Mt. Nebo Lodge No. 91. These dispensations were also

declined. Brethren the ballot should lie held in the greatest respect, and treated

with the utmost solemnity. It is the ' guartlian of the purity of the Lodge,' and

its use one of the most sacred and important duties, as well as privileges of a crafts-

man. There was, however, one case in which I am satisfied there had been a rpis-

take made in casting the ballot, and therefore, upon the application of Lebanon

Lodge, U. U., I permitted it to be re-taken."

.In regard to a '- Supreme Grand Lodge" he says :

" In this connection let me say that, during the year ])ast, I have been re(|uested to

call the attention of the Grand Lodge to the fact that many Masons are desirous, for

tha reasons given in the Florida circular, among others, to see established in this

country a Supreme Grand Lodge of the United States. In obedience to the requests

thus made, permit me to present their wishes for your consideration, and to suggest

that it be referred to the Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence for consideration."

This committee did not report upon the system, but presented a report involving

other matters of interest

—
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REPORT ON MASONIC JURISPRUDENCE.

" Bro. T. H. Logan, Chairman of Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence, presented

the following report, which was adopted by the (irand Lodge :

To the M.\ W.-. Grand Lodge of W. Va. :

" Your Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence beg leave to submit the following

report upon the subjects referred to them by the Grand Lodge

:

" I. Has a Lodge the right to refuse a dimit to a brother paying his dues and
assigning no reason for asking the same :

" Your committee are compelled to answer this question in the negative. To
affirm such a right would include the idea of enforced or compulsory membership, a

relation which ' even if practicable, would certainly be of no benefit to either party.'

At the same time we take occasion to say that we cannot see how any brother,

clearly appreciating his Masonic obligation, can ask for a dimit under such circum-

stances.

" 2. Can an officer elect of a subordinate Lodge, who fails to be present at the

time the other officers are installed, be installed at a subsequent communication ?

" To this question we answer, that if the by-laws of the Lodge provide for instal-

lation at a stated period, any officer elect failing to appear at that time cannot be
subsequently installed without a dispensation. We recommend that I^odges make
provision in their by-laws for emergencies of this character.

" 3. -Can an officer of a subordinate Lodge be installed by proxy ?

" We answer in the negative.

"We approve the decision of D. D. G. M. RiLEY to the effect that if a brother
under suspension for non-payment of dues dies within a year from date of his sus-

pension, the payment of his dues by another brother, after death, does not reinstate

the deceased, or entitle him to Masonic burial.

" We approve generally the decisions of the Grand Master, as submitted in his

address, so far as referred to this committee.

" We have examined such by-laws of subordinate Lodges as were placed before
us. We have marked out such portions as seemed to us not in accordance with our
regulations.

" 4. In the by laws of Ohio Lodge No. i, we find a provision for life member-
ship, by the payment of a sum of money, which is intended to take the place of

a.inual dues. There is nothing in our regulations to forbid such action on the part

of a subordinate Lodge. A majority of your committee are of the opinion that it is

inexpedient to introduce into this jurisdiction the plan of life membership.

"Article 9 of the by-laws of Mooreti^ld Lodge, reads as follows :

" 'Any member may withdraw himself from this Lodge on producing the Secre-
tary's receipt for all dues, and giving notice to the Lodge, either personally or by
proxy.'

" 5. Your committee regard this article as unmasonic. We submit that member-
ship in the Lodge can be terminated only by suspension, expulsion, dimission or
death."

T. H. LOGAN,
W, H. FREEMAN, [ Committee.
C. F. SCOTT,
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We disagree with the committee on the question of life membership.

We are familiar with this subject in other Masonic Bodies, where it has proved a

success.

A Lodge, however, should be required to charge a sum sufficient, so that wlien

invested (as it should be) the interest will be commensurate with yearly dues.

M.-.W.-. Kephart D. Walker, elected Grand Master; -R /.W.-. O. J. Long,

Grand Secretary.

WYOMING.

The representatives of four Lodges assembled at Laramie, W. T., on December

15, 1874, for the purpose of organizing a Grand Lodge for that Territory.

Cheyenne Lodge No. 16 of Cheyenne.

Wyoming Lodge No. 28 of South Pass City.

Laramie Lodge No. 18 of Laramie.

Evanston Lodge No. 24 of Evanston.

JJro. S. L. Mills was elected Chairman; Bro. A. J. Parshall was elected

Secretary.

The following resolution was presented and adopted :

REPORT.

" The committee appointed to report what action is necessary to carry out the

design of this Convention, respectfully offer the following :

"Resolved, That we deem it highly expedient to organize a Grand Lodge for this

Territory, and that the following order of proceeding be observed to that end :

" I. That a Lodge of Master Masons be opened in due form, the Master of the

oldest Lodge present presiding. •

" 2. That the credentials of the representatives be presented and acted upon.

" 3. The election of officers : and

" 4. The installation of officers elect.

"All of which is respectfully submitted.

E, P. SNOW. )

F. E. ADDOMS, \ Committee.

M. C. BROWN,
\
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M.-.W.-.Bro. E. p. Prow, elected G. M. In the evening the officers elected and

appointed were installed by W.-.Bro. J. H. Hayford, of Laramie.

The First Annual Communication of this new and fresh Grand Lodge assembled

in Laramie City, October 12, 1875.

M.-.W.-.Bro. Edgar P. Snow, presiding.

Lodges represented, 4 ; membership, 232.

We like Grand Master Snow's address. It is outspoken, and to the point. Aside

from perfect harmony, he reports a zeal for Masonry that, to some of our sluggards,

will be incomprehensible :

" I am pleased to be able to report that the members of the several subordinate

Lodges are taking a deep interest in the work. One fact, however, deserves sj>ecial

notice, that the more scattered and remote the members are from the place of meet
ing, the greater the interest taken ; for instance, in Wyoming Lodge its members are

scattered over a radius of one hundred miles or more from the Lodge-room, yet at

eve7y meeting there is a ftiU attendance, and officers, though residing fifty miles

distant, seldom miss a communication.''''

Italics ouis. Further on he says

—

" Masonry requires ol:)edience to the moral law, and every man who takes upon
himself the solemn obligations of our order, professes to take this law as a rule and
guide of his faith through life. How can we, then,^ consistently with the teachings
we have received, profane the name of that God in whom we have said we put our
trust, or engage in a traffic, the tendency of which is demoralizing in its effects, and
brings reproach upon our order ?

" Are men Masons who engage in the sale of ardent spirits, and thereby bring
their fellow creatures to drunkard's graves, disgrace their families, and bring
reproach upon an order whose cardinal virtues are Temperance, Fortitude, Prudence
and Justice ?

" Let us elevate the moral standard of Masonry in this jurisdiction by advancing
a step higher, and admit none into our order who are not moral and upright before
God. Let us be living examples of what we profess, and of what has been taught
us in the lodge-room.

" Let the cardinal virtue. Temperance, placed by our ancient brethren in a niche
within their temple, step forth, and, no longer half-concealed, stand in our midst to

wield with greater power her influence in the great cause of moral reform over which
she has so long and so faithfully presided."

We do not think that Bro. Snow is indebted to Illinois for such sentiments. .

M.-.W.-.Bro. Edgar Snow re-elected Grand Master; R.-.W.-,Bro. J. K. Jeffrey
re-elected Grand Secretary.

THEODORE T. GURNEY,
Coniinittee,









ORATION. CXLV

ORATION

DELIVERKD BY R. W. GEO. M. MC.CONNELL, GRAND ORATOR.

Most Worshipful Grand Master and Brethren :

It is no easy task, at this age of the world, and of Masonry, for any one, without

having bestowed upon the theme a far wider range of study and reflection than

it has been my pleasure and privilege to enjoy, to say much that could fairly be

called new, upon the history, purposes, or excellencies of the institution which has

brought us together to-day.

Deprecating, therefore, the choice of speaker which has been made for this occa-

sion, but deferring respectfully, at the same time, to the wishes of those whom it is

my privilege to regard as my Fathers in Masonry, I purpose simply to offer for your

reflection a few considerations, necessarily desultory and fragmentary, upon some of

the aspects of the Ancient Order.

But, before proceeding to these remarks, it may be well to anticipate that there

may be those who will ask me why I presume to.. treat the theme as I purpose doing

at all, in the presence of a body a majority, probably, of whose members are much
older Masons—many of them older men—and many more, better fitted than myself

to take the field in such behalf. To this, let me suggest that no two men see even

the same rainbow, because no two men can occupy the same point of observation at

one and the same time. The most familiar fact often takes on new beauty and a

new significance when presented to us in the light of another man's thoughts and

the garniture of his words, and the same facts, threadbare and worn as they may
seem, may be grouped by even an inferior intelligence in so novel a manner that

each shall seem to lend to its fellow something of its own strength or symmetry, or,

at the very least, they shall stand in unaccustomed and suggestive relations to each

other.

So there are motives and considerations which induce men to action, of which,

though more or less directly instrumental in bringing about the action, the men
themselves are in large measure unconscious till their attention is called to them

from the outside—reasons which, though actively present in a man's consciousness,

19
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never shape themselves into words in the man's mind till some other mind formu-

lates them for him. Such a man may be right, but if suddenly assailed by adverse

reasoning, he is defenceless, and is beaten down in the controversial conflict before

he can draw his blade, while the blade itself may be of trenchant steel, fitted to

cleave the weapon and the armor of his adversaries as the sabre of Coeur de Leon

clove the iron mace.

Proselytizing is not one of the practices or teachings of Masonry. On the other

hand, we are taught rather to keep silence when we hear the order assailed. But

surely it is wise to strengthen each other's hands, and stand ready, when the conflict

is forced upon us, to state clearly the ground work of the order in the constitution of

humanity, and to expose the fallacies and errors of its defamers. Masonry has been

exposed to many fierce assaults i^n time past, and has survived them by a steady

adherence to the " ancient landmarks," but not without the ability in its ranks

gallantly to defend itself against its opponents. Under the guidance of the

"divinity that shapes our ends," the conflicts of humanity must be fought with the

weapons of humanity. It will not answer to "trust in Providence," unless you also

" keep your powder dry."

Within a short time the forces of our opponents have shown some disposition to

gather for attack. Within our own jurisdiction they have sought once more to make

the controversy a political one, and however much all this may seem to some a silly

farce, it none iBt less becomes us to be "armed at all points," always and everywhere.

.

Who knows but among those who sit before me to-day there may be some brother

who is weak and wavering, or at least luke-warm, in his allegiance ? and that

only from want of some spoken word which shall rouse his own thought and enable

him to answer for himself the questions he asks of himself. And, adverting to a

former remark, the brother may be ever so loyal and " strong in the faith," and yet

not be able, on sudden occasion, to " give a reason for the faith that is in him,"

because the considerations which lie at its foundation have oever been formulated in

words. The thought and the motive may lie in his mind, and still he may not be

able to use them as weapons even of defense. Let me then ask you to suppose

yourselves, for the time, not Masons but impartial investigators, and let me try, if

I can, to put into the hands of some, at least, weapons which, if necessary, you may

use as weapons, with new effectiveness.

Without seeking to claim for Masonry even that degree of antiquity which we

think susceptible of irrefragable proof, but assuming only that which even its strong

opponents concede to it, it is still safe to say that it is one of the marvels of modern

society that an institution whose ritual and' observances rest so largely in oral tradi-

tion, unconserved by written formulae, and unaided except by symbols, which, with-

out the interpretation of this oral tradition, are void and meaningless to the mass of

men, should yet have come down so substantially unchanged through all the multi

farious mutations of so many troubled centuries.

It is no part of my purpose to say that "whatever is, is right," for, alas ! the follies

and errors and corruptions and crimes that cluster all around us "thick as leaves in

Vallambrosa," too sadly and seriously give the lie to any such assumption. Neither
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do I propose to subscribe, at this time, to the Darwinian theoi7 of "the survival of

the fittest," in its complete logical significance. But without maintaining either of

these positions, it is certainly not too much to claim for an institution which has

achieved such a degree of longevity, some germs of goodness and of truth, which

are, for all human purposes, practically indestructible. Those devices of human or

devilish ingenuity which have for their purpose, or embrace within their definite

results, the destruction or the degradation of mankind, do not, and by the very natura

of things cannot, survive the ages.

Few and simple as are the primal elements and influences out of which all the

evil (and good too, for that matter,) of human affairs is evolved; nevertheless the

organized forces of evil never endure steady and continuous tests. They are rather

like those atmospheric conditions whose ends are storm or pestilence—operating

through limited areas—tending inevitably tc^ malevolent violence, and hence speedily

burned out and dispersed by the tremendous electric energy their own vehemence

and malignity have evoked ; while the serenity of sun and shower, out of whose

genial and tender influences grow all the beauty and fruitfulness and health and

grandeur of earth, flows on, but momentarily impeded—nay, even compelling the

antipodal energies of disorder and tempest to contribute, in some sense, to the pur-

poses of benignity and peace.

In the fact, then, that after so long, IT IS, we find what seems to us an unanswer-

able argument for the worth of that ancient order whose "three great lights" have

shone with unfading splendor since the days when on the summit of the sacred

mount the ineffable temple rose "without the sound of any instrument of iron," tes-

tifying more eloquently than tongue can tell to the goodness and power and glory of

the Most High !

Kingdom after kmgdom has risen, swayed the fortunes of men and crumbled to

decay—chieftain after chieftain, with waving banner and clanking armor and bloody

sword, has strode ruthlessly along the resounding corridors of time ;—monument after

monument ol man's power and glory and achievement, have crumbled and fallen, ani

lie engulfed in the ever-restless and encroaching sands of desert wastes, till to-day we

cannot guess who were their builders or what their purposes ;—age after age of riot

and war and revolution, of advance and desperate struggle and recession and re-ad-

vance, have swept across the turbulent ocean of humanity ; and still, surviving it all,

wider now in its spread and influence than ever before, substantially unchanged in

aim and end, the grand old order stands to-day, its three pillars of wisdom and

strength and beauty unshaken on their ancient pedestals ; and we feel shall stand

unmoved until the sound of the Almighty gavel shall be heard in a resplendent

East, and "every nation and kindred and tongue and people under the whole heaven"

shall rise at the bidding of the Infinite Grand Master, whose Lodge is the whole wide

universe, and whose seat is upon "the great white throne !"

Imagination is the most prolific of all the faculties which man possesses. It is

his chief source of enjoyment. Upon it, indeed, depends, in large measure,

even his capacity to enjoy. The pleasures of this life are divided into two great

classes—the material and the ideal—and of these, all the latter and much the larger
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portion of the former, consists chiefly in the images of fancy. Pleasure is a sort of

hallucination—^joy a kind of inebriety, and our visions of happiness are too often like

the incessant shapes of gaudy fiction which a gross love flashes before the fancy, to

delude, to distract, and ultimately to disappoint.

It may seem that this is reducing human happiness to a veiy lamentable formula,

but I am speaking only of what is in the large majority of cases, and not of what tnay

be in any one. Life 7nay be a real, earnest, solemn thing ; for the motive power of

human existence is mind; and he who, while it is yet time, will cast away from him

the trifles of indolence, burn from the heart the festers of fancy, and, forgetting all

else, bend the full power of an earnest purpose to the task of evolving the deep

and endless strength which inhabits the intellect, may measure himself at last with

the mightiest of earth's moral monarchs.

But, says Shakespere, "he who will have a cake out of the wheat must tarry the

grinding," and it may be doubted, after all, whether the amount of patience ex-

pended and eff"ort wasted, is not really very extravagant pay for what we receive.

This, however, like everything else in the world, is very much as we may fancy.

Some men have polished tastes, and enjoy highly intellectual things; others are

more gross, and like good eating, for example ; while other some are a mixture of

the two, and are happiest when near some pleasant girl, with a .swimming eye. This

last mode of enjoyment, however, is quite general. But even this, perhaps the

most exquisite pleasure life affords, is, after all, a good deal of it only fancy.

Let any one who knows nothing about ^^^.sonry review the various fancies he or

she has entertained about the Order, and it will readily be seen why 1 have touched

upon the subject of imagination.

Whatever we do not understand, our imagination is apt to depict in distorted

shapes and exaggerated colors. Yqu may fill a large room with the most various

and interesting curiosities, antique and modern, natural and artistic,—then stretch a

curtain across a narrow corner of the hall, and place behind it the least remarkable

thing in the collection, and when you admit visitors, all the beauties, peculiarities and

strange things which lie open to their view, will be neglected, and more eyes will be

directed at the green curtain than at any other object in the room. The curtain has

the element of mystery in it ; men will imagine all sorts of surprising shapes behind

it ; and so strong is the faculty of fancy in some men, that when you draw the curtain

aside, even the most common-place animal will be invested with the attributes before

imagined ; a petty serpent, for instance, grows into a huge boa-constrictor—a flying

squirrel will become the great winged dragon, and a well-fed porker looms up to

the proportions of a hippopotamus. The clothing which you wear about in the day-

time, and hang up in your bed-room on retiring, if you gaze at it in the silence of

midnight, will gradually assume the visage of a ghost or spectre, for whatever we

cannot clearly see with the material eye, the vision of the imagination will distort.

Hence it is the darkness of secresy that shapes the more salient features in the char-

acter of so many things in life, and, as an example, more than half the objections

which men make to Masonry, are based upon the fact that it is a secret institution.
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Men's ideas upon this subject are necessarily very crude, for—" Men are but chil-

dren of a larger growth," and, like children in the dark, they see shapes which

exist only in their own minds. " Gorgons and hydras and chimeras dire," people

the atmosphere of mystery.

Some think that whatever is hidden is necessarily evil ; while others, with an arro-

gance which would be provoking if it were not ludicrous, believe that wherever they

cannot see a reason for concealment uo good owq exists.

Masonry pleads guilty to the charge of secrecy. Within the walls of the Lodge-

room—under the watchful eyes of the East and the West and the South—we meet

as in family council—it is in fact our household, and within it our deliberations are

no more secret than the private discussions "which any one here, at some time, holds

by his own fireside. What member of a family is there present in this assembly who

would not repel impertinent curiosity, should it attempt to penetrate that circle ?

Will any man here allow me, a total stranger, to sit in the room and listen to his private

conversation with his wife about household matters ? In the silence of the night,

when, by the firelight burning low, flitting shadows play upon the wall, and phantom

shapes are dancing in the dusky corners, would you be willing that another should

overhear your consultations for the welfare of those who slumber while you watch ?

Is there a man here who has no secret hid away in the depths of the heart—no

guarded memory, the unforgotten shadow of a by-gone time, or moving spectre of

the present, upon which none are allowed to look ? Is there any one here—old or

young—who dare rise and say, "I have nothing to conceal?" No ! Every house,

every heart, every one's consciousness, contains its shadow upon which the sun is

not allowed to shine

!

It has been said that "one-half the world does not know how the other half lives,"

and it might be said with equal truth, that of every ten men it will take at least nine

fully to understand the tenth.

The world is full of secrecy all around us. "The wind bloweth where it listeth,

and we hear the sound thereof, but we know not whence it cometh or whither it

goeth." Can any man roll back the ocean's restless tides, and disclose the secrets of

its great prison house ? Can any man unfold all the mystenous, yet everyday pro-

cesses of growth in the simplest flower that blooms at his feet ? Can any man
resolve that most tremendous of all earthly secrets, the mystery in which is enfolded

his own daily sentient existence ? Step by step as we pass through life, we move in

a narrow line of light—the immediate present. Behind us lies the past in the

shadow of unchangeableness—before us—close to our very eyes—steadily recedes

an impenetrable veil. The end of every step we take is in the dark ; and no man
can tell, when he lifts his foot to move forward, whether it shall find a firm resting

place, or he shall, in that brief space, plunge into that abyss from which there is no

return. And not only the ordering of God's providence, but the possibility of indi-

vidual life and effort; nay, the whole constitution and frame-work of human society,

is based upon secrecy. Without it, society, as mankind knows and understands it,

would be impossible; and could there be this hour an Asmodean lifting of the roof

of every heart and every mansion, to let the world gaze in upon itself, mankind would
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segregate, and, like electric balls, repel each other until no two could be found

united. Yea, a thousand times is it well, for the peace and harmony of the world,

that there is such a thing as secrecy !

And if every family has its secrets, why may not our household be, also, a con-

cealed one ?

It will be observed that in all I have thus far said—and it will be equally true of

my remaining remarks, (with the single exception I am now about to make,) that I

have said nothing about the objects of Masonry. I have omitted so to speak pur-

posely. The objects of Masonry are not secret. They have been open to the eyes

of men for centuries ; and it would be little short of an impertinence to enter into

any exposition of them before an intelligent audience.

You will pardon me, however, if I briefly allude to one of the primal objects of

the Order in connection with the subject of secrecy. That one of our objects is

benevolence ; and here the element of secrecy is especially important. " Let not

your right hand know what your left doeth," is a scripture of deep significance.

Kindness ceases to be valuable when it is paraded before men ; and blazoning before

the world the relief afforded to the distressed, takes away all merit from the deed.

We have no sympathy with the ostentatious benefactor who only gi/es and acts in

order that the world may hold up its hands and exclaim, " how generous !
" Con-

tribution lists and newspaper praises we never covet. The selfish vanity which

desires to be pointed at for its public benevolence, must find its reward in the

empty plaudits of the rabble, but the self-denying charity which works in secret, and

looks for no trumpeting, can find a better, a purer, a nobler recompense in the con-

sciousness of a duty discharged, a heart gladdened, or a cloud dispelled I

Our organization is secret, then, because by this means, we can best preserve our

charities from the taint of worldly vain-glory—because we can thus throw around

our brethren stronger supports to sustain and encourage them in the path of virtue

—

because thus we can more effectively remind them of their faults, and hence more

certainly sustain or reclaim an erring or fallen brother—because thus, in fine, we can

more effectually study and practice a mutual aid in making all our life and action

conform to the sublime symbolism of the Plumb, the Level and the Square !

It is sometimes objected to Masonry, by those who, stauding without, see only the

surface of things, that it in some sense invades the domain of life properly belonging

to the church. Well, I might very properly reply, what of it ? If the church fully

and justly discharges the duties of its trust, there will be not only no occasion for

any other force to undertake their discharge, but it will be, in the nature of things,

impossible for Masonry to trench upon the church's sphere, since it is not possible

tor two bodies to occupy the same point in space at the same time. And if the

church, claiming as it does the divine sanction and command for its organization

—

laboring, as it asserts, for the highest eternal welfare of man, and therefore for his

highest temporal good—(for the one must of imperative necessity include the other,

else is it a sham and a delusion :— ) if the church, I say, occupying this vantage

ground and armed with this divine commission, still allows itself to be elbowed out
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of its own field by an organization claiming no divine sanction, beyond drawing its

principles from the same Great Book which, the church itself teaches us, contains

the "whole duty of man," then manifestly either the church's claims are false, or

itself is unequal to its appointed work or recreant to its obligations ; and in either

case, the sooner it is supplanted by something stronger, the lietter for the well-being

of the race, and the love of God among- men.

But there is no such antagonism existing. Masonry never undertakes to do the

work of the church. Plantmg itself firmly on the simple faith in one supreme, eternal

God, and on the broad principle that " it must he right to do right," it aims simply

to aid every individual and every organization, be it church or other, in doing good

to all mankind. ft has no sympathy with warring creeds— it seeks to warp or

influence no man's conscientious belief—it promulgates no theologic dogma and

founds no school of theologic teaching—it confines its teachings to the few great,

primal facts and principles upon which nearly all civilizations and religions alike

agree, and then concerns itself vitally and intimately with that which Matthew

Arnold says is three-fourths, and which I hold to be nine-tenths, of life

—

conduct.

It interferes with no man's religious obligations in any degree, and while it is unques-

tionably true that a man may be a good Mason and yet not be a Christian, in the

church's acceptation of that- term, yet it is equally true that no man can be, at the

same time, a good Christian and a good Mason without feeling that his Christianity

IS supplemented and aided and strengthened by the teachings of the grand old order,

if he will but study and apply them in spirit and in truth.

But, I may be asked, granting all this, why band yourselves together ?—why not

leave each individual to work out his best results under the divinely appointed

instrumentalities, each in his own way ?

Far be it from me to detract from the force and efficiency of individual effort. I

recognize to the full all its potentiality ; and appreciate what may be the achievement

of a smgle, unaided mind, when it casts to the winds all shapele.ss fear of failure

and unembodied phantoms of evil—turns a deaf ear to the pedantic counsels of

superannuated memory, and fixes the eye firmly upon "the mark of its high calling"

with that determined purpose and confidence in self which are "like the seventh-

day's trumpet of the Priest of Jericho, whose preluding blast demolished what it

defied!"

The lessons of history, and even the visible course of events in which we have our-

selves borne a part, teach us that the very ordinances of God favor the influence of

the individual. The wonder, the admiration, the veneration inherent in the nataral

character, all assist the efforts of him who endeavors faithfully to effect an enterprise

of good ; and even in an evil course, that history which, following the dictate of an

unswerving purpose, seems to be sketching itself in supernatural tints, is acquiesced

in and advanced as a thing appointed.

There is, to a greater or less degree, a feeling of dependence in every bosom

—

sometimes of dependence on a social organization—sometimes on a stronger will or

superior mind—and there is not a man or woman living in whom there is no inborn,
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natural piety, no feeling that in order to satisfy the adoring sense within, there

should be a power higher than ourselves. Thus, in faithless ages, when the millions

have wandered from the path of religion and spurned the faith of their fathers,

there always rises some false God, to whom they bow, and before whose altar, though

themselves have built it, they worship. In, for example, the period of the French

revolution, when the rottenness of a sensual'and hypocritical hierarchy had become

too apparent longer to be disguised ; and the pure faith upon which the Church was

built had been confounded with the putrid form in which it was enclosed—with the

downfall of the Christian Church rose the barren worship of the Goddess of Rea-

son. And in later years, when the hollowness of this form was seen and felt, and

men were casting about for something to fill the void within, they created, as all men

m similar circumstances will create, a likeness of Deity, in the person of the

great Napoleon, and, shouting vivats from Paris to the Pyramids, they threw them-

selves beneath the wheels of his chariot as he drove furiously from one end of

Europe to the other. Based largely upon man's natural necessity to worship some-

thing, perverted and distorted, here was indeed the potentiality of individual effort,

in, perhaps, the most remarkable manifestation the world has ever seen. See, too,

how, even in that colossal hero's course, the fate of nations so often hung upon a

single individual. Apparently above defeat and defiant of Fate, even his success

frequently hung upon the brittle thread of one man's ability. Behold, even in the

last sublime struggle, when power and fame and empire and all were staked upon

a single cast, the fate of nations and peoples depended upon one weak old man, and

how, he failing in his duty, the sun of that stupendous soul went down to endless

night

!

How, then, shall even the weakest and most insignificant man who daily mingles

with the moving sea of men around us, say that his influence, limited though it be,

cannot affect a cause for good or evil ? Every individual, howsoever lowly his posi-

tion, or restricted his apparent range, has a rvill. Everything is susceptible of control

" there is no turn of earth,

—

No—not the blowing of the summer wind.

Or the unstable sailing of a cloud,

But hath a zvill that orders it.'"

There is nothing wholly devoid of force. "The leaf," says one, "which lies rot-

ting in moist winds, has a force in it, else how could it rot ?'" How much more,

then, shall the human mind, even the weakest, be said to hold the germ of force

and influence and power ?

If, then, individual effort, working without assistance, in the silence of fixed reso-

lution, thus bears a spell to overcome the giddiness of Fortune, and even mount the

car of triumph, how much more wide and deep and lasting the results, when to its

own force is added the strength of social organization with harmonious objects and

interests I

A firm organization throws around its members the protection of divided responsi-

bility, assures them of timely assistance in case of need, and holds out to them a
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refuge from defeat and failure. Nerving the arm, inspiriting the heart, and confirm-

ing the resolution, it makes the timid brave—the irresolute decided—the vt^avering

steadfast. It embodies the obligation of benevolence, for example, in a principle of

action, and encourages, directs and concentrates what would otherwise be weak,

fragmentary and inefficient. Fixing its eye upon the end it seeks to gain, with a

firm front, like the advance of a line bristling with leveled bayonets, it bears down
all opposition with the force of that invincible confidence which, in physical warfare,

comes of the mutual touch of elbow to elbow. •' Fighting the good fight," with a

firm reliance on each other, associated men can conquer where only defeat seems to

await them, and among the confused masses of broken battalions, with the deafen-

ing roar of battle sounding in their ears, and the frowning faces of numberless en e-

mies before them, they can still stand firm upon their ground. And when the battle

has been fought and the victory won, what joy can exceed the electric triumph of

sympathizing men ? Joining in a common jubilee, with the confidence in each other

which has sustained them throughout the struggle, they meet together after the

danger is past, and each heightening the other's enjoyment by the magic of sympathy,

together they rejoice, as together they have fought.

Man was made for association, and in his very nature there is a necessity for com-

panionship in enjoyment, sympathy in sorrow and combination in effort. With the

mind wherewith he is endowed, aggregation and unity of effort are not only possible,

but, for almost any purpose, effectual. Men working together, unite their strength,

and all obstacles are overcome. As in physical things, so is it in moral. The force

of unassociated minds, though great and often effectual, must yet often meet with

obstacles too weighty for their single strength ; but let the mass of wasted effort be

but organized—united—and no aclivity so steep but it shall be mounted, no moun-

tain so high but it shall be scaled, no torrent so deep but it shall be crossed.

Governments, thrones, principalities and powers, as they are the representatives of

aggregated masses, are also living evidences of the sustaining power of association

and combined force. The crowds of able men who gather round the head of a gov-

ernment—the wealthy and the noble whose interests are with establishment and

permanency—-the adventurous, fortune-seeking, and fame-hunting who cling to the

drapery of ermine and state robes, because here dwells the promise of promotion

—

all these are only the branches of association, which props and holds in its place the

great fabric of control and social order. Actuated by a common feeling of depend-

ence upon the established order of things, they unite their energies, harmonize their

efforts, and mutually sustain each other against every attack from without. And so

also the destroyers of governments, revolutionists and conspirators, banded armies,

incendiary mobs, iconoclast democracies, all, live and move and act by and upon

the principle of association. Every great movement the world has ever witnessed

—

reformations, revolutions, conquests, emigrations, are all the outward manifestation

of some common feeling, the embodiment of some common principle, upon which,

tacitly or avowedly, men have founded a new order of Brethren.

This was the secret of the immense extension and almost unlimited power of the

famed order of Jesus. Acting in concert—having one fixed idea, the extension of

20
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the dominion of " Mother Church" and the spread of the Gospel in every coun-

try; no land was free from their missionaries. Covering the whole world in one

enormous web, and silently and perseveringly extending a net-work of intelligence

and influence over every city and town and hamlet and countryside, where the foot

of a Christian could ever rest, the Jesuits attained a height of power and universality

of influence, which, in our days of repulsion and suspicion are almost incredible.

Occupying every pulpit—appearing in every assembly—sitting by every hearth

—

leaning over every death-bed—preaching to every living and administering to every

dying man—in possession of all schools, colleges and academies—writers of all l)Ooks

and censors of all presses—nay, standing, impassive and impersonal, behind the very

thrones of the earth, and prompting the measures of every state council—denouncing

the thunders of excommunication and perdition even upon the heads of crowned

monarchs—enthroning, deposing, divorcing and destroying powers, princes and

emperors—this one order of associated men, monks and priests in name, but soldiers

and teachers and statesmen in fact, held within its single grasp nearly the whole

power, spiritual and temporal, of the world. And why ? Because their system of

association was the most perfect ever conceived by the mind of man.

Here, then, we point to the all-sufficient reasons for the facts of our secrecy and

our association. Left to the conservation of individual forces and intelligences,

the profound principles of justice and right and truth which underlie and illu-

mine the whole magnificent symbolism of Masonry, would in many cases have

failed utterly to shine on many a noble intellect, drifting helplessly away from other

moorings over unknown seas of speculation and doubt and despair.

Glance over the history of even Christianity itself. What an appalling record of

bigotry and intolerance and persecution—of rack and wheel and fagot—of suspicion,

imprisonment and murder—of greed and luxury and sensuality—of ruined homes

and families destroyed, and years on years of bloody warfare w.iged with malignant

and devilish cruelty in the name of the Prince of Peace. Suffer all these unques-

tioned facts of history to come home to your mind and conscience, and then, because

here and there one of our members has proven unworthy of the trust reposed in him,

because now and then some brother, after you know not what tremendous struggle

with temptation, has fallen from his high estate ; for this, I say, reproach the order

—

if you dare ! Older, even than Christianity itself, in its visible form at least, Masonry

has never been intolerant of other sects or societies or orders—never broken any

sensitive forms on the wheel, or crisped and roasted delicate flesh with fagot and

stake—never, as a class of men, rioted in gluttony and brutal lust—never dispersed

a family or organized a war on any pretext All along the ages its path has been

marked by loyalty to truth and honor and justice ; by moderate counsels and unbro-

ken faith and mutual good will ; by unpretentious and unheralded deeds of charity

and mercy and loving kindness, which do honor to the whole human family.

But, you will tell me, the iniquities and abuses, the wars and torturings and burn-

ings whereof I have spoken, are not the product of Christianity itself—they are the

sins and crimes of individuals, for which Christianity is in no sense responsible.

Granted—cheerfully, gladly, a thousand times GRANTED. But, "by the same meas-

ure that ye mete, it shall be measured unto you." And how can men ask for lenity
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and fairness in any judgment, unless they put in practice toward all individuals and

all organizations the undying and unchanging principles of that rule which is the very

cornerstone of Christianity, "Do ye unto others as ye would that others should do

unto you." Masonry asks no more.

And now, brethren, that we have glanced at some of the suggestive truths that lie

at the foundation of Misonry, let u? lay aside our assumed character of investigators

and resume that of loyal and devoted sons of the Ancient Order.

We have been sitting as the supreme representative authority of Masonry within

the limits of a great State. Sitting as the legally and peacefully constituted arbiter

of some of those differences of view which are inevitable among men. As conserv-

ators of the good, and promoters of the advancement of several hundred lodges of

Masons. As the chosen custodians, within our jurisdiction, of the ''ancient land-

marks." As the guardians of the honor, integrity and unity of Masonry against the

"approach of cowans and eavesdroppers," and the schemes of all who have not the

peace, order and welfare of the brotherhood at heart. As the protectors of the old

and the founders of new lodges. It is not for me to direct your deliberations or

order your observances. That grave and important duty has been well confitled to

abler hands. But you will pardon me if I venture to i-emind you that it is no light

or trivial matter in which we have taken part. The acts in which we have partici-

pated are not for to-day or this year or this century. In all human probability they

are acts whose streams of influence shall flow on long after the poor words of your

speaker to-day shall have been forever forgotten—as long as our country holds

together—nay, as long as our form of civilization keeps foothold on the globe.

Fraught with consequences, nearer and more remote, which not the wisest of us all

—

no, not the wisest of earth, can forecast. Their possibilities, lying behind that im-

penetrable veil which is ever receding before us, in the dark and voiceless and

brooding future, are far beyond all human computation.

Consider the scope of even one of your prerogatives—the founding of new lodges.

If he who plants a tree upon the plain where none grew before, is fairly to be con-

sidered a benefactor of his race—how much more, and in how much higher and

deeper and broader a sense, is he to be so considered and rewarded who plants and

contributes to the early growth of such a source of devotion to right and loyalty, to

humanity and faith in God, as is a well-conducted lodge of Ancient, Free and

Accepted Masons !

But unless the sun gives his genial warmth, and the clouds contribute their sus-

taining moisture, the tree will not grow to be a blessing to the posterity of him who

planted, though its sapless and shrunken stem may for many a year testify to the

beneficence of his purpose and the unfriendliness of its subsequent surroundings.

Unless we cultivate, each for himself, and in his own life, the broad and genial and

refre.shing principles which lie at the foundation of the order, we shall fail of our

duty to ourselves as individual men and Masons, and our lodges must prove but

sapless and fruitless trunks. But I will not pursue the parallel further. The lessons

we have been taught so impressively in our progress through the degrees must have
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served to impress upon us all, beyond the power of any weak words of mine to add

to, all that is necessary to the old order's growth, prosperity and beneficent influence.

And so, seriously pottdered and rigk/h' understood, do Xhey teach us all everything

that is necessary for our guidance in our relations to the world of men around us.

Therefore, my brethren, let us all see to it that we treasure these inestimable les-

sons in our heart of hearts,—pondering them deeply with the will and purpose to

square our lives with their unfading truth and beauty, so that our eyes shall not be

blinded nor our ears closed when the Supreme Grand Master of the Universe shall

finally call us from our labor on earth to the unbroken refreshment of eternity.
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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE BY-LAWS.

No. I. Amend Sec. 3, Art. I, Part First, by striking out entire the "8th Com-
mittee."

—

M. W. Bro. Cregier.

No. 2. Amend Sec. 4, Art. I, Part First, by striking out the word " and " at end

of paragraph, and add a new paragraph, as follows: The Grand Master, Grand
Treasurer and Grand Secretary, shall be ex-officio a Committee on Printing.—M.
IV. Bro. Cregier.

No. 3. Amend Sec. i. Art. XX, Part Second, by striking out the word " may"

in the fouith line, and inserting in lieu thereof the word shall; also, strike out

all after the word "granted" and insert and a record made thereof.—M. W. Bro.

Cregier.

No. 4. Amend Sec. 2, Art. XX, Part Second : Strike out the words "the vote"

in the second line, and insert in lieu thereof the words such date.—M. W. Bro.

Cregier.

No. 5. Amend Sec. i, Art. XXV, Part Second, by striking out the words

"seventy-five" in the third line, and inserting yf/Zj in lieu thereof.

—

Bro. John C-

Norton (166).

No. 6. Amend Section i. Art. I, Part First, by striking out "Chicago" and insert-

ing Springfield.—Bro. M. H. Wilmot (521).

No 7. Amend Sec. 4, Art. I, Part First, by striking out "fifteen hundred" and

inserting one thousand.—Bro. MclVayne (139).

No. 8. Amend Sec. 4, Art. VI, Part First, by striking out the words "twenty-

five" and inserting yT/^twz.

—

Bro. Mc Wayne (139).

No. 9. Amend paragraph 15, Sec. i. Art. VI, Part First, by striking out the

word "three" and inserting one.—Bro. AfclVayne (139)

No. 10. Amend Sec. 4, Art. VI, Part First, by striking out "twenty-five" and

inserting eighteen.—Bro. Sherman (117).

No. II. Amend Sec. i. Art. XX, Part Second, by striking out all after the word

"dimit" in the fourth line of said section, and insert in lieu thereof the words shall

issue by order of the Worshipful Master.—M. W. Bro. Hawley.
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REPORTS OF D. D. GRAND MASTERS.

FIRST DISTRICT.

Office of the D. D. G. M., First District, 1

Chicago, September 25, 1876. /

M. W. Geo. E. LounsijURY, Grand Master :

In making this second annual report of my doings as D. D. G. M., there is but

little to mention at this time, having previously reported all that was of importance

at the time they were performed. I have been called upon to visit several lodges

in this district, to perform ceremonial duties and settle differences that existed

among the brethren ; there are yet a few cases of more importance, which will

doubtless fall to my successor as an inheritance to settle. I find much of the

irregularity and trouble in and between lodges exists from a want of proper study of

the Grand Lodge By-Laws.

I find many Secretaries neglecting to comply with Art. XXXI, Sec. I, Part Second

which has caused the Craft to complain in this district. I would suggest that the

penalty of suspension from office be prescribed by the Grand Lodge for such neglect.

I would ask from the Committee on Jurisprudence a report, whether or not a

brother being restored to good standing in Masonry, in accordance with Art. X,

Sec. 5, Part Third, Grand Lodge By-Laws, is not entitled to a Grand Lodge certifi-

cate as provided in Art. XXVII, Sec. 7, Part Second ; and also if the petition of the

petitioner mentioned in Art. X, Sec. 5, Part Third, is governed by Art. XIII, Sec. 3,

Part Second.

Also, if an E. A. or F. C. makes application for trial as provided in Art. XVI.,

Sec. 3, Part Second, whether he is tried upon the merits of his being entitled to receive
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further degrees, or as having committed a Masonic offense, and dealt with as pro-

vided by Art. VI, Part Third. I have given verbal decisions when inquired of, that

lodges in this city, while holding concurrent jurisdiction with each other in the city,

also held territorial jurisdiction outside of the city limits, in equal distance from

their place of meeting, according to the first paragraph of Art. XI, Section 3, Part

Second.

In closing this report, allow me to express my fraternal thanks for the confidence

you reposed in me by reappointing me to the second term in the position I now hold,

and which will in a few weeks end. And trusting that the fraternal feelings culti-

vated in the past two years will not end until this " Mortal shall have put on immor-

tality," and when our labors shall have ended and our report examined by the Grand

Master of the universe, and tried by the " unerring square," that our work will be

pronounced "well done."

Fraternally yours,

W. A. STEVENS,
D. D. G. M. First District.

Office of the D. D. G. M., First District, i

Chicago, September 29, 1876. /

R. W. Bro. Joseph Robbins, D. G. M., Acting Grand Master :

Dear Sir :—I learned the sad intelligence only last evening that M. W. Bro.

Lounsbury's health was in such a condition that it would be impossible for him to

be in attendance at this session of the G. L., and I must say, from his emaciated

appearance when I last saw him, the evening he left for Colorado, that I had great

fears that we would never behold his genial countenance at sessions of the Grand

Lodge again.

In my report to him, I ask for decision of the Committee on Jurisprudence on

them, knowing that if they were presented in the G. L. that they would go to that

Committee to report upon, and deeming this the shortest road to get it before

them and economize time. I have one more to present, and it is this : Is it essen-

tial for the charter of a lodge to be in the room at all meetings, to make the

meetings valid ?

The constitutions (have had if not now) of Maine, Massachusetts, North Carolina,

Pennsylvania, District of Columbia, provide it shall be present. The decisions of

Case, C. W. Moore, (deceased), Hillyer, Gray and Mellen that it is not essential

;

Mackey and Morris that it is. I find no decision of our G. L. on the subject

in the proceedings I possess.

Fraternally yours,

W. A. STEVENS,
D. D. G. M. First District.
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THIRD DISTRICT.

Chicago, September 6, 1876.

M. W. Geo. E. Lounsbury, Grand Master:

Dear Sir and M. W. Bro :—For the second time, agreeable to the commission

you have given me, I am called upon to make my report.

I can only say, and as you are awrare, that in all the positions I have been called

upon to fill during my masonic career,,! have endeavored to do my duty. If I have

only done it in this instance, to your satisfaction, theji, indeed, I am truly rewarded.

Let the peace, harmony and prosperity that prevails in the Third District answer for

the condition of our beloved order.

I have not once been called upon in my official capacity to inquire into or listen to

any complaint or trouble in any lodge in this district.

I have visited most of the lodges in the Third District, not in the capacity of an

official, but (leaving rank outside the door) as a brother.

Accept my thanks for the honors conferred (a second time), and for the many

courtesies you have extended to me during my official term. In surrendering to

you my authority, please accept with it my sincere wishes for your health and hap-

piness. But always remember that, present or absent, I am to you in its broad-

est sense a Mason, with all it implies.

Fraternally yours,

JOHN O'NEILL,

D. D. G. M. Third District.

FOURTH DISTRICT.

Marengo, III., October 2, 1876.

R. W. Joseph Robbins, Acting Grand Master:

Dear Sir :—Agreeably to your letter of instruction I visited Lodi Lodge 594,

and report as follows :

At the time of suri-endering the charter it was returned to the Grand Secretary,

and a letter written to the Grand Master asking what should be done with the lodge

property. The Grand Master wrote to them to sell all they could, and report to the

Grand Secretary. They have made sale, but have not closed the matter up.

There are some things yet on hand that cannot be sold, and yet are hardly worth
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transportation—such as altar, pedestals, etc. There is a set of plated jewels, cheap,

with blue ribbon attached, blanket, wood working tools, tri-light, etc. I told the

late Master to hold the same in his possession, continue the sale until he was satisfied

nothing more could be sold, and report to the Grand Master for further instructions.

I did not wish to interfere with the order of the Grand Master in ordering the sale

by taking away anything that might be sold there to better advantage than to remove

the same.

Hoping the same will meet your approval,

I am yours fraternally.

J. B. BABCOCK,
D. D. G. M. Fourth District.

NINTH DISTRICT.

George E. Lounsbury, M. IV. G. M. :

As your deputy of the ninth district, I have the pleasure of reporting that no

difficulty coming to my knowledge has arisen in my district during the past year

requiring action so far as I know. Brotherly love and harmony prevail.

Sincerely and fraternally yours,

THOS. J. WADE,
D. ' D. G. M. Ninth Masonic District, III.

ELEVENTH DISTRICT.

Rock Island, III., September 23, 1876.

R. W. Joseph Robbins, Acting Grand Master:

Dear Sir and Worshipful Bro :—M. W. Geo. E. Lounsbury, Grand Master,

having honored me with the appointment as District Deputy of the Eleventh Ma-
sonic District, comprising the counties of Rock Island, Mercer and Henry, and in

accordance with the requirements of the by-laws of the Grand Lodge, I have the

honor to submit the following report

:

Upon receipt of my commission as D. D. G. M., I notified each lodge in my dis-

trict of my readiness to attend to any duties which might be required of me as District

Deputy. It is with pleasure that I can report that the craft are in a prosperous con-

dition, and most of the lodges in the Eleventh District are conforming to the require-

ments of the Grand Lodge. I have had the pleasure of visiting several of the

21
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lodges, and have been received with all the honors due as your representative No

questions of masonic law have been submitted to me worihy of mention in my

report. Wishing you health and prosperity, with many thanks for the honors con-

ferred and the trust committed to my care, I am
PYaternally yours,

HENRY C. CLEVELAND,
D. D. G. M. Eleventh District.

TWELFTH DISTRICT.

HUNTSVILLE, September ist, 1876.

R. W. Joseph Robbins, D. G. M. :

Dear Sir and R. W. Brother.—As D. D. G. M. of the Twelfth Masonic

District in this jurisdiction, I have nothing of interest to report, except that peace

and harmony prevail. There has been no demand for my services in any case. I

have visited but a limited number of lodges in my district during the year, but have

had fraternal correspondence with the majority, and in each and all I find much to

commend, although the work done during the year in this district may not compare

favorably in quantity with that of former years, yet we are pleased to believe that

the work we have done has been good, true and square, and just such work as is

calculated to add stability and permanency to our noble Order.

Respectfully and fraternally yours,

W. H. H. RADER,
n. D. G. M. Twelfth District.

THIRTEENTH DISTRICT.

Galesburg, III., September 20, 1876.

Most Worshipful Sir and Bro :

It has been my good fortune to be able to visit a number of subordinate lodges in

the Thirteenth District, within the current year; an opportunity I have gladly

embraced, and which has afforded me much pleasure and satisfaction.

The Masonic order was never moie prosperous in the district, and with few excep-

tions the true spirit of the masonic worker has animated all. The lodges visited

during the year are Nos. 37, 66, 584, 372, 337, 400, 518, 561, 685, 26, 291, 165.
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I have to report that there are a few lodges in the district that are in the constant

practice of violating Art. 4, Sec. 7, of the Grand Lodge by-laws. I think some

action should be taken to put a stop to this irregularity.

I also report that Hiram Lodge No. 26, has been in the habit of doing a good

deal of irregular work, and would recommend that said lodge be dealt with in the

usual manner.

On February 8th, 1876, I was present at the dedication of a new hall at Rio, 111.

The brethren at Rio have erected a hall that is creditable to them and the order gen-

erally. It is a two story frame, the first floor being used as a store. I think the

lodge is in good condition, and is doing good work, their material being judiciously

selected. The following brethren participated in the dedicatory services, in addition

to the members of the lodge : W. J. A. DeLancey, S. G. W., Centralia ; Bro. John-

son, Monmouth; Rev. S. A. Gardner and M. S. Barnes, Galesburg. Bro.

Gardner delivered the address, which was able and was listened to with pleasure

and profit to the close. At the close of the dedicatory ceremonies the craft partook

of a sumptuous feast, spread under the directions of the ladies of Rio.

The Grand Examiners visited the lodges in Galesburg and spent three days with

them, giving instructions in the work. It was an interesting occasion, and all

seemed highly pleased with the exemplification of the work by such able and com-

petent teachers. A large number of lodges were represented on the occasion from

all portions of the district.

I cannot close this report without an allusion to one of the brotherhood who has

gone "to that undiscovered country from whose bourne no traveler returns." On
the 3d day of June, 1876, Bro. F. M. Sykes departed this life at his home in Knox-

ville. 111., after a brief illness, which was borne with Christian fortitude. He was

called to his reward full of honors. He was a devoted and enthusiastic Mason, and

was beloved and esteemed by all who knew him. By his death society has been

deprived of one of its brightest ornaments, and the family severed of a link that

cannot be replaced. His remains were followed to their last resting place by a large

number of the brethren, who loved him for his many virtues while living, and

mourned him when dead. The funeral discourse was delivered by Bro. Leffing-

WELL, of St. Mary's College, and the remains were deposited in the earth with the

usual Masonic honors, by the District Deputy.

It has been beautifully said "that a man's life is laid in the loom of time to a pat-

tern, which he does not see, but God does ; and his heart is a shuttle. On one end

of the loom is sorrow, and on the other joy; and the shuttle, struck alternately by

each, flies back and forth, carrying the thread, which is white or black, as the pattern

needs ; in the end, when God shall lift up a finished garment and all its changing

hues shall glance out, it will then appear that the deep and dark colors were as need-

ful as the bright and high colors."

I am fraternally yours,

R. PAGE,
D. D. G. M. Thirteenth Masonic District.
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FOURTEENTH DISTRICT.

Peoria, September lo, 1876.

M. W. Geo. E. Lounsbury, Grand Master-:

Dear Sir and Bro.—I have but little to report in regard to my official duties as

D. D. Grand Master. I have not been called upon to make any official visits. My
business has been such that it has been impossible for me to visit any lodge outside

of this city. I am sorry that I could not visit all the lodges in my district, but from

what I can learn they are doing good work, and peace and harmony prevail.

Very respectfully and fraternally,

\V. H. EASTMAN,
D. D. G. M. Fourteenth District.

FIFTEENTH DISTRICT.

Chenoa, III., September 20th, 1S76.

R. W. Joseph Robbins, Acting Grand Master:

Dear Sir and R. W. Bro :—In obedience to the requirements of the law, I

hereby submit a report of my acts as D. D. G. M. for the Fifteenth Masonic District

for the past year. Soon after the receipt of my commission from the Grand Master,

I apprised the lodges of this district of my appointment, and offering my official serv-

ices, if required, but am happy to state that no official drafts have been made upon

vour deputy
;
yet several friendly calls have been extended and accepted during the

past year (excepting, however, the closing up of some chronic cases of dying lodges

extending over from last year). Using the stereotyped phrase of district deputies in

general, "peace and prosperity prevail throughout the district," and from all appear-

ances I should judge that the lodges in this district unite in deeming it wise that the

D. D. G. M. should rust out rather than wear out (perhaps a wise conclusion).

If a lull or calm in lodges is a sure index of prosperity in Masonry, then peace

and prosperity prevail throughout our borders. Indeed, if more peace was the

order of the day, I should seriously doubt that a tempest on Lethe's stream could

cause even a stir or bubble. In short, we have too many Masons and not enough

of sound Masonry; too many lodge-rooms, and too few lodges. A good sound,

healthy and vigorous lodge, well conducted and well administered, is a power for

good in any community; its influence is felt in church, in school, and in business;

whilst on the other hand, a poor, sickly lodge is a disgrace in society and a stigma

upon the fraternity. The sooner such sickly limbs are amputated the faster the
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infested body will grow healthy, and not until then. I am pained to say that such

lodges exist in this district. They are poor, sickly, ill-managed and bankrupt—the

sooner they cease to be, the better. In fact they should cease to be, for the credit of

themselves and the honor of the fraternity. Yet, in view of all this, application will

be made to the Grand Lodge for the creation of more new lodges. This, in my judg-

ment, is too much; yet I trust that the Grand Master has fully and wisely consid-

ered the propriety in granting the dispensations.

On the 20th of October, 1875, as your proxy, I constituted and installed the

officers of Gibson Lodge in the presence of a large concourse of people, and per-

mit me to say here that I deem Gibson Lodge a healthy and prosperous lodge, well

managed and composed of good material. On December 27th, I irfstalled the

officers of Paxton Lodge No. 416, and December 29th I again installed the

officers of Gibson Lodge, and found them doing good work and true. On Decem-

ber 31st I visited, in company with the Grand Master, the brethren at Wapella, and

assisted him in arranging matters satisfactorily with said brethren as per order of the

Grand Lodge.

On the 15th day of January, 1876, by order of and in company with the Grand

Master, I visited DeWitt Lodge No. 84, and on February 15th I visited Amon Lodge

No. 261. On February 17th I visited Lexington Lodge No. 482, and presided over

the trial of a brother. In some cases I found some of those lodges doing well, in

some otherwise.

In my judgment, the time has arrived in this jurisdiction when our ambition

should urge us to show to the Masonic world more solid Masonry and less sickly

lodges.

I am, with fraternal respect, yours truly,

LOUIS ZEIGLER,
D. D. G. M. Fifteenth District.

SEVENTEENTH DISTRICT.

Paris, III., Sept. ist, 1876.

R. W. Joseph Robbins, Actino Grand Master:

I would report, from a personal inspection of a large number of the lodges in this

district, that Masonry is flourishing, and all within our borders is harmony.

On the 7th of April last I instituted a lodge under dispensation at Scotland, in

Edgar county, and would report the lodge in a flourishing condition.

R. W. Bro. A. T. Darrah, as my proxy, also instituted a lodge U. D in Cham-

paign county, and from the reports that I have received from the brethren, I am
satisfied that their course will be a prosperous one.
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I have been present at the annual installations of many of the lodges, and have
answered the inquiries of the brethren in reference to questions of Masonic law.

This composed my doings as your Deputy for the past year.

Fraternally submitted.

R. L. McKINLAY,
D. D. G. M. Seventeenth District.

NINETEENTH DISTRICT.

Petersburg, September 8, 1876.

R. W. Joseph Robbins, Acting Grand Master:

On the receipt of my commission last winter, I notified all the lodges in my dis-

trict of my readiness to serve them, and so far have had no call ; and to take this

fact as evidence, I must presume that ''all's well" with them.

Yours of the 15th of August, with instructions as to No. 259, was duly received,

and after an unsuccessful effort to get information of any kind, I visited New Berlin

on Thursday last, and could find but one member of the lodge (W. M. Warren.)

He said, although not the last W. M. elected, that he could give me all the informa-

tion I desired. He said that two years ago they had a special meeting of the lodge

to decide whether they should surrender the charter or try to keep it up, and by a

unanimous vote it was determined to surrender it, and that the dues to the G. L. were

paid up to that time; but that subsequently seven of the members concluded to hold

the charter, (he being one of the number,) and make another effort to keep it alive

;

and at the usual time an election of officers was had, since which time they have

not been able to get a meeting. In consequence of removals and deaths their actual

membership is reduced to nine—four of whom reside in the town, and the others in

the country, from three to five miles distant, and that he knows it is the general wish

of all to make no further effort to keep the lodge alive, and if I said so, he would

box up the charter, seal, jewels and records, and send them to the Grand Secretary.

Taking this view of the case, that they had already resolved to surrender the charten

in a meeting called for that purpose, and that the effort of the seven to continue it was

informal, and thinking it unnecessary to trouble you further in the matter, I directed

Bro. Warren to do as he had proposed. All of which I hope will be satisfactory to

you.

Hoping to meet you at Grand Lodge, I remain very fraternally yours.

JOHN BENNETT,
D. D. G. M.
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TWENTIETH DISTRICT.

Mt. Sterling, III., September loth, 1876.

R. W. Joseph Robbins, Acting Grand Master :

R. W. Sir and Brother:—In accordance with my instructions, I desire to sub-

mit to you, as Acting Grand Master, my annual report as Deputy Grand Master for

the 20th Masonic District. So far as I know. Masonry seems to be in a flourishing

condition in this district. I have visited two lodges within my district during the

last year for the purpose of settling difficulties existing in these lodges, of which

visits and their results I at the time made special reports to the Grand Master, and

do not consider it necessary to more than refer to them now.

Yours fraternally,

A. A. GLENN,
D. D. G. M. Twentieth District.

TWENTY-THIRD DISTRICT.

HiLLSBORO, III., Sept. 15th, 1876.

M. W. Geo. E. Lounsbury, Grand Master :

Another Masonic year is soon to be numbered with the past, and I am admonished

that a report is due from me as D. D. G. M. of the Twenty-Third District.

I have nothing of special importance to report ; have not been called upon to

visit any lodges officially, and owing to a pressure of private business, have been

able to visit but very few lodges during the year. So far as I am informed, the

Craft in this district are in a prosperous and harmonious condition.

Truly and fraternally yours,

GEO. M. RAYMOND,
D. D. G. M. Tiventy-third District.

TWENTY-FOURTH DISTRICT.

Noble, Illinois, September 20, 1876.

R. W. Bro. Joseph Robbins, Acting Grand Master:

R. W. Sir and Bro:—I herewith hand you report of affairs in the Twenty-
fourth District of this jurisdiction.
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There has been harmony during the past year in all the lodges in this district

except Westfield Lodge No. 163. By order of the Grand Master I visited Westfield

Lodge, on complaint of Casey Lodge, for failure to use Masonic discipline on a

brother for unmasonic conduct. I made report thereof to the Grand Master, Decem-

ber 9th or loth, 1875.

In May last the Grand Master ordered me to visit Russellville Lodge No. 348. Ac-

cordingly I wrote the \V. M., who requested me to visit them on the 3 I of August,

and preside at the trial of Bro. McCKEY vs. FiTCH. I went and presided, and after

a full hearing of the charge and specifications, the brethren rendered a verdict of not

guilty. I gave the brethren some advice on the cultivation of brotherly love. Good
feeling seemed to prevail during the trial, and the accuser and accused both acqui-

esced in the verdict of the lodge and with the ruling of the chair. There had been a

good deal of animosity between parties in the lodge heretofore, but I am well satis-

tied that harmony will prevail in Russellville lodge, and I think the visit will do them

permanent good.

I received a communication from a member of Westfield Lodge, complaining of

the action of the lodge in not finding the brother guilty, spoken of in the complaint of

Casey Lodge. I wrote the brother, if aggrieved, his redress would be on appeal to

the Grand Lodge. He also complained of some of the brethren being inebriates.

I also wrote him to prefer charges, and if he could not have justice, he must appeal.

The above is all that I have of interest to report.

The cases referred to were reported to M. W. Geo. E. Lounsbury.

Yours respectfully and fraternally.

HENRY PALMER,
D. D. G. M. Tzvcnty-fourth District.

TWENTY-FIFTH DISTRICT.

Centralia, III., Sept. 15th, 1S76.

R. W. Joseph Rohluns, Acting Grand Master :

I herewith submit my report as D. D. G. Master of the Twenty-fifth Masonic

District

:

Immediately after receiving my appointment, I notified ihe lodges throughout the

district of said appointment.

I have, during the year, visited many of the lodges, and generally found them in

a healthy and prosperous condition. I have also made strict search and due

inquiry after dormant lodges, but find none, consequently my duties have been

light. I have not been called upon to perform a single official act, and am happy to

report that all is well with us.
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Thanking you, and through you, our M. W. G. M., for the distinguished honor

which he was pleased to confer on me,

I am fraternally yours,

H. W. HUBBARD,
D. D. G. M. Tweftty-fifth District.

TWENTY-SEVENTH DISTRICT.

Chester, III., September 21, 1876.

M. W. Geo. E. Lounshury, Grand Master

:

M. W. AND Dear Bro :—In accordance with the requirements of our Grand
Lodge I herewith submit my annual report as D D. G. M. of the Twenty-Seventh

District for the past year.

On receipt of my commission I notified the several lodges in my district of my
appointment as your deputy, and my readiness to visit them whenever called upon

for that purpose.

I have visited a majority of the lodges, but private business matters interfered

with my visiting 1 hem all; however, as far as lean ascertain, harmony, unanimity

and concord prevail in all the lodges in this district, consequently my duties were

comparatively light.

In compliance with your order of nth of March, I proceeded to Waterloo, as

your proxy, for the purpose of adjusting the affairs of the late Monroe Lodge No. 28.

I just returned from there last week, after making five different trips, and the busi-

ness not finally settled yet. A statement of my acts, together with the notes and

other papers which I got from its last W. M., Bro. H. C. Talbott, are now in the

hands of the Grand Secretary, for the action of the Grand Lodge.

I regret exceedingly that my report is so far behind the usual time of forwarding,

which is in consequence of being confined to bed from a severe Pttack of sickness,

and very much fear I will not be able to attend at our next annual Grand Communi-
cation.

Accept my thanks for the honor conferred in the appointment to the responsible

position of D. D. G. M.

Fraternally yours,

JAMES DOUGLAS,
D. D. G. M. Twetity-sevtvth Disti-ici.

22
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TWENTY-EIGHTH DISTRICT.

Mt. Vernon, Sept. 29th, 1876.

R. W. Joseph Robbins, Acting Grand Master :

Dear Sir and R. W. Brother:—I did not receive my commission until April

loth, 1876. I then immediately notified all the lodges in my district of my appoint-

ment, and of my readiness for any official action required in my station, but have

never been called upon to visit any lodge officially, nor perform any duty beyond the

decision of a few questions of law, which have proved satisfactory so far as I

know. I believe a reasonable degree of prosperity attends the Craft in the 28th dis-

trict, and that I may safely report from my watch tower "all's well." With many

thanks for the repeated honors of my appointment,

I am yours, fraternally,

C. H. PATTON,
D. D. G. M. Ttventy-eighth District.

THIRTIETH DISTRICT.

Cairo, III., September 25, 1876.

R. W. Bro. Joseph Robbins, D. G. M., Acting Grand Master :

Dear Sir and R. W. Bro :—Upon receipt of notice of my re-appointment, I

immediately notified the lodges in this district, and solicited correspondence from any

requiring assistance. So far as I can learn peace and harmony prevail, and a mod-

erate amount of work has been done.

I again have the pleasure of reporting the consolidation of two lodges in my dis-

trict—Cairo No. 237, and Cache No. 290, were duly consolidated on —- day of

February, and a reference to its returns will show it to be now a strong and pros-

perous body. May the good work go on.

Thanking you for the honor conferred upon me, I remain

Fraternally yours,

P. W. BARCLAY,
D. D. G. M. Thirtieth District.



FORMS.

FORMS

NUMBER I.

PROXY OF THE MASTER, OR EITHER OF THE WARDENS.

I of ... . Lodge, No . . . , do hereby appoint Bro my
representative to act and vote in my name in the Grand Lodge of A. F. and A.

Masons of the State of Illinois, at the Annual Communication to be holden at Chi-

cago, on the first Tuesday in October next.

Given under my hand and seal at . . . , this , . day of . . , A. L. 58 . .

[SEAL.]

NUMBER II.

PROXY OF MASTER AND WARDENS, OR ANY TWO OF THEM.

We, the undersigned. Master and Wardens of Lodge, No . . . . , do
hereby appoint Bro our representative, to act and vote in our names in

the Grand Lodge of A. F. and Accepted Masons of the State of Illinois, at the

Annual Communication to he holden at Chicago, on the first Tuesday in October

next.

Given under our hands and seals at . . . , this . . . day of . . . , A. L. 58 .

W M. [SEAI,.]

S. W. [SEAL.]

J. W. [SEAL.]
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NUMBER III.

FORM OF PETITION FOR A NEW LODGE.

To the M. W. Grand Alaster of Masons of the State of Illinois :

We, the undersigned, Master Masons in good standing, having the prosperity of

the Craft at heart, are anxious to exert our best endeavors to promote and diffuse

the genuine principles of Freemasonry ; and that fuller opportunity for the same may

be afforded us, are desirous of forming a new lodge at in the

county of and State of Illinois, to be named

The brother named herein for Master is competent to open and close a lodge in the

degrees of Entered Apprentice, Fellow Craft and Master Mason, and to confer each

of the said degrees according to the forms required by the Grand Lodge of Illinois,

correctly and in full, a certificate of which, from R. \V. Brother ... . .

GrnnJ Lecturer, accompanies this petition. Said brother is otherwise

well quaiiiicd to discharge the duties of his station. We have also procured a suita-

ble and safe room wherein to practice Masonic rites, with convenient ante-rooms

connected therewith, a plat and description of which, together with a statement of

the ownership, use and occupancy of the building in which the same is situated,

accompanies this petition.

The material in the town (or city) where the said lodge is proposed to be located,

is amply sufficient to build up and sustain a healthy and reputable lodge, respectable

both in character and in number, and no other lodge will be materially injured by

the contemplated new lodge. The population of said town (or city) of

is as shown by the latest official enumeration, and the number of lodges

now established in said town (or city) is

We therefore, with the approbation and recommendation of Lodge

No , located at miles Lodge No
located at miles, Lodge No located at . . . .

miles from our proposed location, which are the three nearest

lodges (or Mi? three oldest lodges in said city), respectfully pray for a dispensation

empowering us to meet as a regular lodge at aforesaid, on the ....
day of every month, there to practice the rites of Freemasonry in a constitutional

manner, agreeable to the original forms of the Fraternity and the laws of the Grand

Lodge. We do nominate and recommend Bro to be the first Mas-

ter, Bro to be the first Senior Warden, and Bro

to be the first Junior Warden of said lodge.

The prayer of this petition being granted, we promise a strict obedience to the

commands of the Grand Master, and to the Laws and Regulations of the Grand

Lodge A. D. i8 . A. L. 58 .

NOTE.—This petition must be signed by at least eight Master Masons, and must
have the separate recommendation of the three nearest lodges, or if in a town or

city where three or more lodges have been established (except the city of Chicago),

of the three oldest lodges in such town or city. The proposition to recommend
must be laid over four weeks for final action, and must receive the vote of at least

two-thirds of the members present at a stated communication. The sum of One
Hundred Dollars, which is to be in full of dispensation and charter fee, must be paid

to the Grand Secretary before a dispensation can be issued.
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NUMBER IV.

FORM OF CERTIFICATE OF A LODGE CONSENTING TO THE FORMATION OF A NEW

LODGE AND RECOMMENDING THE PETITIONERS.

To the M. VV. Grand Master of Masons of the State of Illinois :

This is to certify that the petition of Brethren (here name all the petitioners) to

form a new Lodge at the same being .... miles from the location

of this Lodge, having been submitted to Lodge No. ... on

the day of A. D. i8 . . , A. L. 58 . , and laid over

until the day of next ensuing, for consultation and

consideration, was, on the latter named day (the same being at a stated meeting of

said Lodge) voted upon, and said petition recommended by a vote of ayes

to ... noes, the whole membership of said Lodge being .... Therefore,

the Master, Wardens and Brethren of said Lodge cheerfully recommend said peti-

tioners to the Grand Master as well known and approved Master Masons in good
standing, and certify to the truth of all the matters and things set forth in their peti-

tion. Not doubting that they will be more useful in a new Lodge, their petition is

approved, and it is recommended that its prayer be granted.

A. B., Master.

Attest :

C. D., Secretary.

[seal.]

NUMBER V.

FORM OF PETITION FOR MEMBERSHIP IN A LODGE.

To the W. Master, Wardens and Brethren of ... . Lodge No. . . A.F. and A. M.

The petition of the subscriber respectfully represents that he was made a Master

Mason in Lodge No . . . , working under the jurisdiction of the Grand

Lodge of ; that he is now in good standing, and was last a member of

Lodge No. . . . , in the town of and State of

from which he has regularly withdrawn, a certificate of which, from the Secretary

of said Lodge, accompanies this, his petition ; and he now prays admission as a mem-
ber of your Lodge, if found worthy. His place of residence is at ; his

occupation is that of a

[Signed.] A. B
18 .

Recommended by Breth.

C. D.
E. F. !- Master Masons.
G. H.,
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NUMBER VI.

FORM OF PETITION TO BE MADE A MASON.

To the Worshipful Master, Wardens and Brethren of . . . Lodge No . .A. F.

and A. Masons:

The petition of the subscriber respectfully represents that having long entertained

a favorable opinion of your ancient Institution, he is desirous, if found worthy, of

being admitted a member thereof; and if admitted, he promises a cheerful compli-

ance with all the ancient usages and customs of the Fraternity. He has never

petitioned any other lodge for initiation. [In case of having previously petitioned

for initiation, the petition must so state, giving the name, number and location of

the lodge, and the date of the same as near as recollected.] His place of residence

is his age is ... . years ; occupation (or profession) is that

of

[Signed.] A. B.

Recommended by

C. D.
E. F. S- Master Masons.
G. H.,

NUMBER VII.

FORM OF INTERROGATORIES TO BE PROPOUNDED TO A CANDIDATE FOR INITIATION.

1. Do you believe in the existence of God ?

2. Have you resided in this State one year or more next preceding this date ?

3. Have you ever before petitioned a lodge of Ancient, Free and Accepted Ma-

sons for initiation ?

4. Do you seriously declare, upon your honor, before these gentlemen,* that un-

biased by friends, and uninfluenced by mercenary motives, you freely and voluntarily

offer yourself a candidate for the mysteries of Masonry ?

5. Do you seriously declare, upon your honor, before these gentlemen, that you

are prompted to solicit the privileges of Masonry by a favorable opinion conceived

of the Institution, a desire of knowledge, and a sincere wish of being serviceable to

your fellow-creatures ?

6. Do you sincerely declare, upon your honor, before these gentlemen, that you

will cheerfully conform to all the ancient established usages and customs of the

Fraternity ?

*The Stewards of the lodge should always be present.



FORMS. CLXXV

NUMBER VIII.

FORM OF DIMIT.

To all Free and Accepted Masons to zuhom this way come—the Worshipfiil Master,

Wardens and Brethren of Lodge No. . . . send Fraternal

Greeting:

Know Ye, that Bro a member of said lodge, in good

standing and clear of the lodge books, at his request, is duly dimitted from mem-

bership in this lodge.

Witness my hand and seal of said lodge, this . . . ^ day of

A. D. i8

i Sec'y.

[seal.]

Brother

NUMBER IX.

SUMMONS.

Hall of Lodge No. . . . A. L. 58

You are hereby summoned to attend a Communication of this lodge on . . day

evening, being the . . . day of A. L 58 . . . at . . .

o'clock, at the usual place of meeting. Object of the meeting

By order of the

Given under my hand and seal of said lodge, this day of

A. L. 58 . .

Sec'y.

SERVICE OF SUMMONS.

I have served the v/ithin summons by . . , on the i . . . . day

of A. L. s8 . .

"Witness my hand, this

[Signed.]

day of A. L. 58
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LIST OF LODGES, ETC. CXCIII

LIST OF LODGES,

Their Location and Time of holding Stated Meetings.

STATED MEETINGS.

Bodley
Equality

Harmonv . .

.

Springfield .

.

Friendship...
Macon
Rushville. ..

St. John's...
Warren
Peoria
Temperance
Macomb
Clinton

Hancock —
Ca83
St. Clair ....

Franklin
Hiram
Piaaa
Pekin
Mt. Vernon .

Oriental
Barry .

Charleston .

.

Kavanaugh..
Monmnuth.

.

Olive Branch
Herman .

.

Occidental ..

Mt. .Toliet ...

Bloomington
Hardin
Griggaville..
Temple
Caledonia
Unity
Cambridge..
Carrollton ..

Mt. Moriah..

25

Qaincy .

Equality
Adams .

Gallatin

Jacksonville ;Morgan. ..

Springfield Sangamon.
Dixon jLee
Decatur iMncon
Rushville Schuyler .

.

Peru LaSalle...
Shawneetovfn ..Gallatin...
Peoria Peoria.
Vandal ia

Macomb ....

Petersburor...

Fayette
McDenough.
Menard

Carthage Hancock..
Beard.stown Cass
Belleville.. ISt. Clair. ..

Upper Alton JMadison .

.

Henderson Knox
.\lton IMadison...
Pekin Tazewell..
Mt. Vernon 'Jefferson..

; Chicago [Cook
'Barry Pike.
rharieston Holes

33
.34

8.5'

3fi Elizabeth I.To Daviess 1st and 8d Saturdavs.
37!

Ist and 8d Mondays
Sat on or before full moon, and
every 2 weeks thereafter.

Isr and 3d Mondays.
Ist Monday.
Thur. on o'r before full moon.
Sat. on or before full moon,
rues, on or before full moon.
1st and 3d Thur.sdays.
Tuesday before full moon.
IMonday on or before full moon.
Mondar on or before full moon.
1st Friday.
Sat. on or before full moon and
Tune 24, Dec 2T.

Monday on or before full moon.
1st and 3d Mondays.
Ist Mondav.
Saturday before full moon.
Thurs. on or before full moon.
Sat. on or before full moon.
1st and 8d Tuesdays.
Mon. on or bef. F "M. and 2wk's
thereafter, June 24 and Dee 27.

1st and 8d Fridays.
Sat. on or before full moon.
Tiles, on or before full moon.

Monmouth jWarren |lst and 3d Tuesdays.
38 Danville Vermilion 1st ami 3d Tuesdays
39 Quincy Adams 2d and 4th Wedne'sdays.
40 Ottawa La'^alle 1st and 3d IVfondays.
42Joliet Will |1st and 3d Fridays.
43 Bloomington McLean 1st Thursday.
44 Mt Sterling Brown Sat. on or before full moon.
45,Griggsville .Pike |Tue. on or before full moon.
46' Peoria IPeoria Last Wednesday.
47 North Caledonia. . [Pulaski Thursday before full moon.
48jSt. Charles .Kane ist and 3d Mondays.
49 Cambridge Henrv list and 3d Thursdays.
SftjCarrollton Greene ... — !lst and 3d Mondays.
51 Hillsboro 'Montgomery.. Thur. on or before full moon.
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Benevolent..
Jackson. .. ,

Reclamation
"Washington.
Pittsfleld ...

Trio
Fraternal ...

New Boston.
Belvidere. ..

Lacon
St. Mark's...
Benton
Euclid
Knoxville. ..

Acacia..
Naples. ..

Eureka.
Social. ..

Central.
Chester.
Rockton

Roscoe . .

.

Mt. Nebo.

Prairie
Waukegan—
Scott. .

Whit.-hall . .

Vitruvius
Metamora .. .

DeVVitt. ...

Mitchell
Kaskaskia
Mt. Pulaski .

Havana ....

Fi'Uowship. .

Jeru-'l'ra Temple
Metropoli? ..

Stewart
Toulon
Perry ,

Samuel H. Davis
Excelsior ....

Taylor
Edwardsville
Astoria
Rack ford
Magnolia . . .

Lewisrown . .

Winchester.. .

Lancaster ....

Fayette
Versailles. ..

.

Trenton
Lebanon
Jonesboro .. .

Bureau
Robert Burn8
Marcelline.. .

Rising Sun ..

Vermont
Elgin
Waverly
Henry. ..

Meredosia, ..

Shelbyville..
N'auvoo
Xashville
I'lltslield . ..

(Jock Island
.Monticello .

>fe\v Boston
tJelvidere . ..

Lacon
Woodstock..
Benton
Vaperville .

.

Knoxville. ..

Morgan Sat. on or before new and F.M.
Shelby Wed. on or be tore full moon.
Hancock Sat on or before full moon.
Washington. . .id anil 4th Wednesdays.
Pike Sat. on or before full moon.
Rock Island... 1st Thursday.
Piatt jSat. on or before full moon.
Mercer list Sat. before new and F. M.

67 LaSalle.
68 Naples .

.

Milan. ..

Hennepin.
Springfield
Chester. ..

.

Rockton...

^

77 Paris
7S Waukegan
T9Carlyle
801 Whitehall
SliWheeling
8'i; Metamora
84JClinton
Sn|l'jnckneyville.
8K| Kaskaskia
Sllvtr. Pulaski. ..

Ssi Havana
891 Marion
9:'i Viirora
91 Metropolis . .

9J G>neseo
93; I'oulon
95il*errv
96iMt. Morris ...

971 H'reeport
&S( Washington ..

99 Edwardsville .

10 li Vstoria
1(12; Itock ford
10.3 Miignolia
104:[.,ewistown
105 Winchester. ..

irifiiGiasford

107| Fayette
I1181 Wrsailles
1091 Trenton
IKij Lebanon
lllironesboro
112 Princeton
ll-3iKeithshurg
114j Vlarcnlline
115 H^unesville. .

1161 Vermont
mmigiti
118!\Vaverly
119 Henry

LaSalle
Scott .-.

Riick Island.

.

Putnam
Sangamon
Handolph. ...

Winnebago...

Winnebago..

.

Macoupin. ...

Boone 1st and 8d Mondays.
Marshall 2d Monday.
McHenry 1st aud 3d" Saturdays.
Franklin Sat. on or before full moon

.

DuPage Tues. before and alter full moon.
Knox Sat. on or before full moon ana

two weeks thereafter.
Wed. on or before full moon.
Sat. on or before full moon.
Ist and 3d Fridays.
2d and 4th Wednesdays.
2d Monilay
1st and 3d Saturdays.
Fri on or before full moon and
every two weeks thereafter.

Roscoe |Winnebago.. . Tuesday on or before full moon.
Carlinville iMacoupin Mon. on or before full moon and

every two weeks thereafter.
Edgar Sat. on or before full moon.
Lake 1st and 3d Mondays.
Clinton 1st Monday.
Greene Sat. on or before full moon.
Cook Sat. on or before full moon.
Woodford . . 1st Monday.
DeWitl Friday on or before full moon.
Perry Tuesday on or before full moon.
Randolph 1st and"3d >iaturelays.

Logan Sat on or before fiiU moon.
Ma.--on 1st Monday.
Williamson . . . Friday on or before full moon.
Kan- 1st and 3<l Tuesdays.
.Massac Ist Monday.
Henry Friday before full moon.
Stark Sat. on or before full moon.
Pike Sat. on or before full moon.
Osile 1st and 3d Mondays.
Stephenson Isr and Sd Thursdays.
PHZf-well . ... Friday on or before full moon.
Madison Every Thursday.
Fulton 'Sat. on or before full moon.
Winnebago.

.

Putnam.
Fulton
Scutt
Peoria
Greene
Brown
Clinton
St. Clair
Union
Bureau
Mercer
-Vdams
Lake
Fulton
Kane
Morgan
Marshall

1st and 3d Thursdays.
1st and 8d Saturdays.
Friday on or before full moon.
Sat. on or befori- full moon.
Friday before lull moon.
Sat. on or before full moon.
Sat. on or before full moon.
Thur. on or be tore full moon.
Tues. on or before full moon.
Sat. on or before full moon.
2d and 4th Tuesdays .

Friday on or before full moon.
Sat. on or before full moon.
Sat. on or before full moon.
Sat. on or after full moon.
2d and 4th Fridays.
1st and 8(1 Fridays.
ad and 4th Tuesdays.
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LOCATION. STATED MEETINGS.

Mound .

.

Oquawka
Cellar
dlreennp
Empire
Autioch

Raleigh
Greeudeld .. ..

Marion
Golconda
Mackinaw
Marshall
Sycamore
Lima
Hutsonvillc
Folk
Marengo
Geneva
Olney
Garden City ...

Ames
Richmond

DeKalb
A. W. Rawson
Lee Centre
Clayton
Bloonifield. . .

Effingham
Vienna
Bunker Hill.
Fidelity
Clay

Russell
Alpha
Delavan
Urbana
McHenry

Weiherslield .

Waubausia ....

Virden .

.

Hope
Westlield ......

Edward Dobbin
Atlanta.
Star in the East
Milford
Nunda
Evergreen
Girard

Wayne
Cherry Valley.
Lena
Matteson
Meudota
Staunton
Illinois Central
Wabash
Moweaqua
Moultrie
Germania
Meridian

122 Taylorville.
l.JS;Uqiiawka.
1-24| Morris
12.'ii Greenup
120 I'ekin
127iMillburn . .

Christian
Henderson . .

.

Grundy
Cumberland.

.

Tazewell . . ..

Luke

128 Rwleigh
129 Greenfield ....

1.311 Salem
1.31 Uolconda ,

132 .Mackinaw
1.331 Marshall
134 Sycamore
185 Lima
13(i Hutsonville ..

137,McLeansboro
138 .Marengo
139 Geneva
140 Olney
141 Chicago
142 Sheffield
1431Richmond

Saline
Greene .... .

.

Marion
Pope. .

Tazewell
Clark
UeKalb
Adams
Crawford . . .

.

Hamillon
McUenry.. ..

Kane
Richland
Cook
Bureau
McHenry

144peKalb
145|Pecatonica..
146 Lee Centre..
147|Clayton
.4S Chnsmaa . ..

UOEffingham ..

1.511; Vienna ... .

15!
i

Hunker Hill.
Fidelity.
Ashley .

.

154 Georgetown.
155 Galesburg. ..

ISiiluelavan
157 Urbana
158 McHenry....

DeKalb
Winnebago .

.

Lee
Adams
Edgar
Effingham
Johnson
iMacoupia. .

.

Jersey .-.'...

Washington.

Vermilion.

.

Knox .

Tazewell.. .

Champaign.
McUenrv. .

.

159 Kewanee .

Kiolchicago
161' Virden
102 Sparta
1G3] Westlield
164! Lawrenceville
1651 Atlanta
166 Rockford
168|Millord
169i Nunda
17r»| Freeport
171|Girard .

Henry
Cook
Vlacoupin. .

Randolph .

.

Clark
Lawrence. .

Logan
Winnebago.
Iroquois. . .

.

McHenry .

.

Stephenson,
Macoupin .

.

172[Waynesville ..

173; Cherry Valley
174; Lena
175Joliet
176 Mendota
177 Stauuton
173 Amboy
179 Etna
180 Moweaqua
ISljSullivau
182: Chicago
183|Earlville

DeWitt
Winnebago.
Stephenson
Will
LaSalle
Macoupin .

.

Lee
Coles
Shelby
Moultrie. .

.

Cook
LaSalle

1st Saturday and Sd Tuesday
Tiles on or before lull moon.
Ut. 3d and 5th Tuesdays.
I hurs on or belore lull moon.
1st and 3d Thiirsduys.
J hurs. on or belore full mooa,
and two weeks thereal'ur

Sat. on or belore lull moon.
Friday on or belore lull moon.
Ist and 3d Wednesdays.
Sat on or before lull moon.
Monday on or before fall moon.
Wed. on or before full moon.
Friday on or belore full moon.
Wed. on or before full moon.
Mon. on or before new and F. M.
Tues. on or before full moon.
Ist and 3d Wednesdays.
Ist and 3d Wednesdays.
Sat. on or before full moon.
Every Wednesday evening.
Ist Tuesday.
Mon. on or before, and 2d Mon.
alter full moon

let and 3d Wednesdays.
2d and 4th Mondays.
Friday on or before full moon.
1st Monday.
Sat. on or before full moon.
1st and 8d Fridays,
fues. on or before full moon.
Thurs. on or before lull moon.
Wed, on or before full moon.
Mon. on or before full moon and
two weeks therealler.

1st and 3d Tuesdays

.

1st and 3d Fridays.
2d and 4th Fridays,
ist and 3d Saturdays.
Sat. on or before F M. and each
alternate Saturday thereafter.

1st and 3d Tuesdays.
Every Thursday.
Wed. on or belore full moon.
Sat, on or before full moon,
fhurs. on or before full moon.
2d and 4tli Saturdays.
1st and 3d iMondays.
1st and 3d Fridays.
1st and 3d Ihursdays.
2d and 4lh Thursdays.
1st and 3d Mondays.
Monday on or belore full moon,
and two weeks thereafter.

Saturday ou or before full moon.
2d and 4th Fridays.
VVednesday before full moou.
Ist and 3d i'uefdays.
2d and 4th Tuesdays,
Tuesday on or belore full moon
1st and Sd Mondays.
Friday on or belore full moon.
Sat. on ,or before lull moon.
Monday ou or befure full moon.
1st and 3d Thursdays.
1st and 3d Wednesdays.
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Dunlap..

Windsor.

Orient
Harrisburg.
Industry ...

Gral'ton . .

.

Altona
Mt. Erie ...

Tuscola
Tyrian
Sumner

Schiller
New Columbia.

.

Oneida
Grand Detour. .

.

Saline
Kedion
Full Moon
Sumraerfleld . .

.

Wenona
Milledgeville . .

.

N. D. Morse . .

.

Sidney
Ruesellville
Sublette
Fairview
Tarbolton
Groveland . . . .

.

Kinderhook ...

Ark and Anchor
Marine
Hermitage

Orion
Blackberry.
PrinceviMe.
Douglas . ..

Noble
Horeb
Tonica
Bement
Areola
Oxford
Jefferson . .

.

Newman....

Livingston.. .

.

Galesburg . . .

.

Chambersburg
Shabbona

Archimedes ...

Aroma

LOCATION.

Payson

Liberty
M. R Thompson
Gill
LaMoille

Lisbon
Harrisburg
Industry .

Huntley Grove.
Altona
\It. Erie
Tuscola
pringfield . ..

.

8umner

Middleton 870
371

372
37.S

374

Waltham

Morrison.

Windsor .

Peoria
New Columbia.
Oneida
Grand Detour.

.

Goreville
,Mt. Auburn. ..

.

Grafton
Summerfield ..

Wenona
Milledgeville .

.

Concord .

Sidney
Ku.ssellville . . .

.

Sublette
Fairview
Fairbury
Groveland
Kinderhook. ..

.

iVuburn
Marine
Albion. .. .

Union
Blackberry Stat'

n

Prince ville
Mascoutah
Noble
Elmwood
Tonica
Bement
.Vrcola
New Windsor
Lynchburg
Newman . .

STATED MEETINGS.

Middleton
Dwight
Galesburg
Chambersburg.
Shabbona Grove

Belleville
Waldron

Payson

.

Liberty...
Freeport ..

Lynnville.
383 LaMoille.

8841 Waltham.

Whiteside. . .. Monday on or before full moon,
and two Weeks therealler.

Shelby Tuesday on or before lull moon,
and Lwo weeks thereafter.

Kendall Every alternate Fiiday.
Saline list aud 3d Saturdays.
McUonough . ISat. on or before full moon.
McHeury 2d and 4lh Tuesdays.
Knox lot and 3d Mondays

.

Wayne 1st and 3d Saturdays.
Douglas 2d and 4th Thursdays.
Sangamon. ... 3d Mondays.
Lawrence Saturday on or before full moon,

and two weoks thereafter.
Peoria Last Friday.
Massac Sat. on or before full moon.
Knox 1st and 3d Fridays.
Ogle. Sat. on or before full moon.
Johnson Sat on or before full moon.
Christian Wed. on or before full moon.
Jersey Sat. on or before full moon.
St. Clair ... . Wed. on or before full moon.
Marshall 1st and 8d Tuesdays.
Carroll 1st and 3d Tuesdays.
Morgan Monday on or belore full moon.
Champaign.. . Thurs. on or before full moon.
Lawrence .... Wed. on or before full moon.
Lee Tuesday on or before full moon.
Fulton Thurs. on or before full moon.
Livingston . . . jThurs. on or before full moon.
Tazewell . . |Sat. on or before full moon.
Pike

I

Wed. on or before full moon.
Sangamon Friday on or before full moon.
Madison Sat. on or before full moon.
Edwards.. . . ^at. on or belore full moon, and

every two weeks thereafter.
Wed. on or before full moon.
•2d and 41 h Saturdays.
Ist Tuesday.
1st and 3d Saturdays.
Thurs. on or before full moon.
Tuesday on or before full moon.
1st and 3d Saturdays.
Sat. on or before full moon.
Tuseday on or belore full moon.
Tuesday on or before full moon.
Wed. on or before full moon.
Sat. on or before full moon, and
two weeks thereafter.

1st and 3d Saturdays.
1st and 3d Mondays.
1st and 3d Thursdays.
Saturday on or after full moon,
Tue. on or before full moon, and
every two weeks thereafter.

St. Clair jlst Thursday.
JKankakee Sat. on or before lull moon, and

two weeks thereaitet

.

Adams Tue. on or before full moon, and
two weekc thereafter.

Adams Thurs. on or before full moon.
Stephenson Ist and 3d Fridays.
Morgan Tuesdaj' on or before full moon.
Bureau Friday on or before full moon,

and two weeks thereafter.
LaSalle Monday on or before full moon.

McHenry.
Kane
Peoria ...

St. Clair .

Richland
Peoria. . ..

LaSalle. .

.

Piatt
Douglas .

Mercer . .

Jefferson
Douglas .

Wayne
Livingston .

.

Knox
Pike
DeKalb
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Mississippi..
Bridgeport..
Youngstown
El Dara ... .

Kankakee

.

Ashmore.. ..

Tolono
Oconee
Blair
Jersey ville
H. G. Reynolds
Muddy Point...
Shiloh
Kinmundy. ...

Buda
Pacific
Odell .

Kishwaukee ...

Mason City . . .

Batavia
Ramsey
Bethalto.
Marysville
Stratton
Thos. J. Turner
Mitlira
Hesperia
Bollen
Forreston ... .

Evening Star.
Lawn Ridge .

Pa.xion
Marseilles —
Freebnrg
Reynoldsburg
Or* gon
Washburn . .

.

Landmark
Lanark
Exeter
Kaneville
Scoltville
Red Burl
Sunbeam
Chebanse ....

Kendrick
Summit
Murrayville.

.

Annawan
Makanda
Neponset ....

Philo
Chicago
Luce
Camargo
Sparland
Casey

Hampshire
Cave-in-Rock ..

Chesferlield. ...

Watseka
S. D. Monroe. .

Yates City ,

385 Savanna
8S6 Bridgeport...
387 Youngstown
888 El Dara
3S9 Kankakee. . .

,

39ujAshmore

391|Tolono
89-2 Oconee
893 Chicago
•394 Jerseyville..
39.1 Milo
396 Etna
39"1 Troy Grove
398 Kinmundy
399: Buda
4u0 Knoxville. .,

40l|O'lell
4021 Kingston
4031 Mason City.
4(14 Batavia ...

.

411,0! Ramsey . ..

!

4ii(i Bethalto.
4(»T

408
409
410
411

412
413
414
415
416
417

Marysville ... .

Vermilion
Chicago
Chicago
Chicago
Spring Hill . ..

Forreston
Davis
Lawn Ridge . .

.

I^axton
Marseilles

41'?iFreeburg
419: Keynoldsburg
420| Oregon
421' Washburn ... ,

422Chicasro
423 Lanark ,

424[ Exeter
425; Kaneville
42(5 Scottville
427lled Bud
42Sj Piano
429 Chebanse
43()|.Mound Station
43 1 ! Harrlstown . .

.

432 Murraj ville
433 Annawan
4-34i.Makanda
435. Neponset
436 Port Byron. ...

437]Chicago
439Quincy
440'Camargo
441 Sparland
442, Casey

443 Hampshire .

.

444 Cave-in-Rock
445|ChPSterfleld...

Watseka
Lawrenceville
Yates City

Carroll
Lawrence

.

Warren...
Pike
Kankakee.
Coles

Champaign
Shelby
Cook
Jersey
Bureau
Coles
LaSalle
Marion
Bureau. . ...

Knox
Livingston ...

DeKalb .. ..

Mason
Kane
Kayette
St. Clair
Vermilion ...

Edgar
Cook
Cook
Cook
Whiteside
Ogle
Stephenson ..

Marshall
t ord
LaSalle.
St. Clair
Johnson
Ogle
Woodford . .

.

Cook
Carroll
Scott ...

1st and 8d Thursdays.
Ist and 3d Saturdays.
2d and 4th Saturdays.
Tuesday on or before full moon.
1st and 3d Tuesdays.
Monday on or before full moon,
and two weeks thereafter.

1st and 3d Tue.sdays.
Wed. on or before full moon.
Every Monday.
Monday on or belore full moon.
Wed. on or belore full moon.
Tuesday on or before full moon.
Th'urs. on or before full moon.
1st and 3d Tuesdays.
2d and 4th Tuesdays.
1st and 3d Thursdays.
2d and 4th Saturdays.
Tliurs on or before full moon.
2il and 4th Tuesdays.
1st and 3d Saturdays.
Tuesday on or before full moon.
Sat. on or before full moon.
Sat. on or before lull moon.
Sat. on or before full moon.
Every Thursday
1st and 3d Wednesdays.
Every Wednesday.
Friday after full moon.
1st and 3d Fridays.
1st and 3d Fridays.
Wed. on or tiefore full moon.
2(1 and 4;h Tuesilays.
2d and 4th Saturdays.
Sat. on or before full moon.
Wed. on or before full moon.
Wed on or before full moon.
Sat. on or before full moon.
Every Friday
1st and 3d Thursdays.
Thurs. on or before full meon.

Kane '1st anil 8d Saturdays.
Macouj)in
Randolph
Kendall
Iroquois
Brown
Macon
Morgan
Henry
Jackson
Bureau
Rock Island.

.

Cook.

at. on or alter full moon.
Saturday after full moon.
Ist and 3d Saturdays.
Wed. on or before full moon.
Sat. on or before full moon.
->at. on or before full moon.
Thurs. on or before full moon.
Friday on or belore full moon,
fhursday before full moon.
2d and 4th Wednesdays,
fhursdity before full moon.
1st and 3d Mondays.

Adams 1st and 3d Thursdays

.

Douglas
.Marshall
Clark

Kane
Hardin. . .

.

Macoupin...
Iroquois . .

.

Lawrence. .

Knox

Wed on or before lull moon.
1st and 3d Wednesdays.
Sat. on or before full moon, and
2d Saturday thereafter.

Ist and 3d Tuesdays.
Sat. on or before full moon.
Monday on or before full moon.
1st and 3d Wednesdays.
Friday on or before full moon.
Thurs. on or before full moon,
and two weeks thereafter.
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Mendon
Loami
Bromwell
Grant
New Hartford
Maroa
Irvinsr ..

Nokomis
Moscow
Blazing Star .

.

Bntler
.Teffersonville.
Plainview... .

Tremont
Palmyra
Denver
Hnnteville
Cobden

South Macon .

.

Cheney's Grove
McLean
Rantonl
Kendall .-I
Amity
Gordon
Oohimhia
Walshville
Manito
New Rutland...

\

Pleiades
Wyoming
Logan 1

Momence
Lexington ....

Belle City
j

Ed erewood |

Oskaloosa 1

Bowen
j

Andrew Jackson
Clay City

I

Cooper
Shannon
Martin
Libertyville
Tower Hill 1

Bath
Stone Fort
Tennessee
Alma
Murphvsboro .

.

Saint Paul... 1

Stark
Woodhull
Odin
East St. Louis ..;

Meridian Sun—OH Miner ....

Manteno
Home
Parkersburg —
.T D. Moody ...|

Clintonville ...|

Wade-Barney. ..|

Cold Spring .... i

467
468
4(i0

LOC4TIOK. STATED MEETINGS.

Mend on Adams Sat. on or before full moon.
Loami Sangamon. .. Wed. on or before full moon
Assumption Christian Sat. on or after full moon.
Richview Washington. .. Ist and 3d Mondays
New Hartford. . Pike !Sat. on or before full moon.
Maroa iMacon [Tuesday on or before full moon
Irving jMontgomery . .list and 3(1 Tuesdays.
Xokomis Montgomery . . i

Wed. on or before full moon
Moscow LTnion . ......
Crab Orchard Williamson .

.

IJutler JMontgomery
.leffersonville. ... Wayne
Plainview Macoupin...
Tremont Tazewell . .

Palmyra Macoupin . .

.

Denver Hancock. . .

Huntsville Schuyler. . .

.

Cobden Union

Macon- Macon .

Saybrook | McLean.
McLean McLean.

47ii| Itantoul Champaign
4T1 Yorkville.
472 I'urner
473 Pocahontas...
474 Columbia. ...

47.T Wal.<<hville ...

47(i, Manito
477 New Rutland.
475 Chicaero
479 Wyoming ....

4Sn Lincoln
481 Momence Kankakee. ..

4S:iLe.\ington McLean

Kendall.
DuPage
Bond
Monroe
Montgomery
Mason
LaSalle
(;ook
Stark
Logan

4831 Belle Prairie ... Hantiilton.

484j Edgewood Kffingham
48.11 Oskaloosa . ... Clay.

Wed. on or before full moon.
Friday after lull moon.
2d and 4ih Tuesdays.
Wed. on or before full moon.
Sat. on or before lull moon.
Monday on or before full moon.
Sat. on or before full moon.
Sat. on or before full moon.
.Monday on or before full moon
Fri. on or before full moon, and
every two weeks thereafter.

Tuesday on or before full moon.
Sat on or before full moon.
2d and 4th Mondays.
Wed on or before full moon.
2d and 4th Thursdays.
1st and .3d Saturdays.
Friday on or before full moon.
1st Saturday.
Thurs. on or before full moon
1st and 3d Wednesdays.
2(1 and 4th Wednesdays.
1st and 3d Thursdays.
Thurs oil or before full moon.
2d Tuesday.
1st and .3d Saturdays
Thur on or liefore'full moon and
two weeks thereafter.

Sat on or after full moon.
Sat. on or before full moon.
Tuesday before full moon.

486lBowen8burg Hancock Friday on or before full moon.
487j Locust Grove.. . Franklin
4SSiciavCitv iClay.
4SiJi Willow Hill Jasper
4!)ii:Shannon 'Carroll

491JDunleith 'Jo Daviess .

49'2|Libertyville Lake
493lTower Hill •Shelby
494|Bath jMason
49.3lStone Fort Saline
49H|Tennessee McDonough
497:Steele"s Mills .... JRandolph. ..

49S| Murphvsboro Jackson.. ..

•WOiSpringiield iSangamon. .

.

."iol ' LaFayette Stark

.')li2 Woodhull [Henry
5U3iOdin Marion
."104 East St. Louis ... \'^t. Clair
T>m White Rock . .,, . . Ogle
606'Iroquois .. .".'..

| Iroquois . ...

.'j07 Manteno iKankakee. ..

5(tS Chicago .. ICook
.'i09 Parkersburg Richland . ..

.^lOjtuka.. IMarion

.ill'Clintonville jKane
5I2|Bloomington McLean . ..

513 Cold Spring IShelby

^at. on or before full moon.
Tuesday on or before full moon.
2d and 4th Saturdays.
1st and 3d Mondays.
1st and 3(1 Saturdays.
2d an<l 4th Saturdays.
Tuesday on or before full moon.
Ist Satiirdaj^
Sat on or before full moon.
Sat. on or before full moon.
Sat. on or after full moon.
Monday on or before full moon
2d Tuesday.
Sat. on or before full mron.
Friday on or before full moon.
Ist and 3d Thursdays.
1st and 3d Thursdays.
Sat. on or before full moon.
Sat on or before full moon.
2d and 4th Tuesdays.
Every F'riday.
Sat. on or before full moon
1st and 3d Fridays.
1st and 3d Wednesdays.
4th Tuesday.
Thurs. on or before full moon.



LIST OF LODGES, ETC. CCI

LIST OF LODGES AND TIME OF MEETING

—

Continued.

STATED SIEKTINGS.

Bradford
Dement
Andalusia ..

Litchfleld
Abr'ara Lincoln
Roseville
Anna
Illiopolis
Monitor
Chatham
Evans
Delia
Covenant
Rossville
Minooka
Adams
Maquon
Ashton
Seneca
Altamont
Cuba
Sherman
Plainfleld
J. R. Gorin
Lockport
Chatsworth
Harlem
Sigel
Towanda
Cordova
Virginia
Elkhart
Nilwood
Valley
Apple River —
Newark
Sharon
Darwin
Ancona
Kyle
Plum River
Humboldt
Dawson
Leasing
Leland
Thomson

514 Bradford
515 Creston
511) Andalusia
517 Litchfield
518 Ivirkwood
519 Uoseville
52ii Anna
521 illiopolis
52-2 Elgin
52.i Chatham
524 tVHUston
525 lilliotstown
526 Lhicajro
52T Rossville
528 Minooka
529 Stone's Prairie
530 Maquon
631 Ashton .

532 Seneca
533 Altamont
534 Cuba
535 Swedona
536 Plainfleld
53" Sadorus
53S Lockport
589 Chatsworth
540 Harlem
541 Stewardson....

,

542 Towanda
543 Cordova
544 Virginia
545 Elkhart
546 Nilwood
547 Coal Valley
54^ Apple River
549 Xewark
55uTiskilwa
551 Darwin
552 Ancona
55:3 Macomb. .

554 Plum River
555 Ottawa ..

556 Dawson
557 Chicago
55S Lelaud
559 Thomson

Madison 560
Trinity 561

Villa Ridge 562
Hamilton 563
Winslow 564

Pleasant Hill.... 565
Albany 566
Frankfort ,567

Time 569
Jacksonville ... 570
Bardolph 572
Gardner 573
Capron 575
O'Fallon 576
Viola 577
Prairie City .... 57S
Elbridge 579
Hazel Dell 680

26

S^ew Douglas..
Monmouth
Villa Ridge. ...

Otter Creek. ..

.

Winslow .. . .

Pleasant Hill..
Albany
Frankfort
Time
Jacksonville..

.

Bardolph
Gardner
Capron
O'Fallon
Viola

,

Majority Point
Elbridge
Hazel Dell

jStark Phursdsy on or bef . full moon.
Ogle list Monday.

I

Rock Island. ..'Tuesday before full moon.
i.Montgomery .. 2d and 4th Thursdavs.
I Warren 2.1 and 41 h Tuesdays.
: Warren i .st and 31 Fridays.
Union Wcflnesday on of bef. full moon.
.Sangamon list Saturday.
Kane list and 3d Thursdays.
Sangamon Saturdav on or before full moon.
Cook 1st and 3d Tuesdays

.

Effingham Saturdav on or bef. full moon

.

Cook 1st and 3d Fridays.
Vermilion. .. '1st and 3d Saturdays.
Grundy Every alternate Wednesdav.
Adams Thursday on or bef. full moon.
Knox 1st and 3d Fridays.
Lee 1st and 8d Saturdaj-s.
LaSalle. .. 1st and 8d Saturdays.
Effingham Saturday on or after full moon

.

Fulton Monday on or belore full moon.
Mercer Wednesday before full moon.
Will 1st and 3d Tuesdays
Champaign. . . Saturday on or before full moon.
Will 1st and 3d Thursdays.
Livingston ... 1st and 8d t ridavs.
Cook 2d and 4th Tuesdays

.

Shelby Wednesday on or bef full moon.
iMcLean Friday on or before full moon.
iRock Island... Friday on or belore full moon.
Cass 1st and 3d Saturdays.
Logan Saturday on or belore full moon.
Macoupin Saturday on or before full moon.
Rock Island. .

.
Friday on or before full moon.

•Jo Daviess— 1st and 8d Fridays.
Kendall 2(1 and 4th Tuesd.ays.
Bureau Ist and 8d Fridays.
Clark. 1st and 3d Saturdays.
Livingston 1st and 3d Saturdays.
McDonough... 3d Friday.
Jo Daviess... Thursday on or bef. full moon.
LaSalle 2d and 4th Fridays.
Sangamon Saturday on or bef. full moon.
Cook Ist and 3d Tuesday.
LaSalle 1st and 3d Wednesdays.
Carroll Tuesday before lull moon, and

every 2 weeks thereafter.
Madison Friday on or before full moon.
Warren 2rl and 4tb Thursdays.
Pulaski Saturday on or before full moon.
Jersey Saturday on or before full moon.
Stephenson ... Ist Monday.
Pike Saturday on or before full moon.
Whiteside -Saturday on orbefoi'e full moon.
Franklin Saturday on or before full moon.
Pike Thursday on or bef. full moon.
Morgan 1st and 3d Thursdays.
McUonough. .. Tuesday on or before full moon.
Grundy 2d anrt 4th Saturdays.
Boone 2d and 4th Wednesdays.
St. Clair VVednesday on or bef.'fuU moon.
Mercer Thursday on or before full moon.
Cumberland .. Saturday on or before full moon.
Edgar Saturday after full moon.
Cimiberland. .. Saturday on 01 before full moon

: and every 2 weeks thereafter.



ecu APPENDIX.

LIST OF LODGES AND TIME OF MEETING Continued.

STATED MEETINGS.

Dongola ...

Shirley .. ..

Highland

.

Vesper

.\'^1 Dongola.

.

[,',> Shirley . . .

f.-J Highland..
Galesburg

Fisher fi^ Grove City
Princeton
Troy

^7 Princeton.
Troy

Elwood 6; LI Milton Station.

Fairmount :
Mn

Gilman : 501

Fieldon
j

59-:

Miles Hart 59..

National 59ij

Lostant
|

5117

Dorchester 598
Fowler

I
.VJQ

Cerro Gordo .... 600
Laclede 601
Watson , 602
Clark 1 608
Hebron 604

605
607
608
609
610
611
612
613
614
616
617
618
619
620
621

622
628
624
625
627
628
629
630
631
632
633
684

Fairmount ,

GiliiKiu
Fieldon . . .

,

Paradise . .

.

Chicago

Allen.
Streator
Piper
Sheldon
Union Park
Lincoln Park. .

Rock River
Patoka
Forrest
Wadley
Milan
Basco
Berwick.
New Hope
Venice..
Hoi)edale
Locust ,

Dubois . .

Melrose ,

Union
Mosaic
Old Time
Tuscan
Norton
Ridge Farm .

.

E. F. W. Ellis
Buckley
Rochester
Peotone
Burlington
Fortitude

Keystone. ...

Comet
Apollo
D. C. Cregier.
Oblong City ..

San Jose
Somonauk . . .

Blueville
Camden
Hinsdale
Irvington

Lostant.
Dorchester . .

.

Fowler
Cerro Gordo..
Laclede
Watson
Martinsville..
Hebron
Stanford
Streator
Piper City .

.

Sheldon
Chicago
Chicago
Sterling
Patoka
Forrest ... . .

.

Franklin ....

Good Hope . .

,

Basco
Cameron
Livingston .

.

Venice
Hopedale . .

.

Owaneco.. ..

Dubois
Melrose
Lick Creek..
Hudson
Havana
Griswold
Cab.erey
Ridge Farm.
Rockford
Buckley.

Thursday before full moon.
Ist and 3d Saturdays.
Thursday on ur bef. full moon.

Knox 2d and 4th WedncHdays.
Christian Tuesday on or belore full moon

.

Bureau 1st and 3d Tuesdays.
Madison 2d and 4tli Wednesdays
Coles Saturday on or before full moon

and 2 weeks thereafter.
Vermilion— 2nd and 4th Tluirsdays

.

Iroquois 2nd and 4th Fridays

.

•Jersey Saturday on or before full moon.
Coles Wed. on or before full moon.
Cook Every Tuesday

.

LaSalle 2d and 4tli Saturdays.
Macoupin. ... Wed. on or before full moon.
Adams ... Sat. on or before full moon.
Piatt Friday on or before full moon.
Fayette I'hui-sday on or before full moon.
Bflingham 1st and 3d Saturday's.
Clark Saturday OL or belore full moon.
McHenry

, 1st and 3d Wednesdays.
McLean Saturday on or before full moon

.

LaSalle Jst, 8d and 5th Wednesdays.
Ford ! Ist and 8d Thursdays.
Iroquois 1st and 3d Tuesdays.
Cook Every Wednesday

.

Cook Ist and 3d Fridays.
!
Whiteside 1st and 3d Fridays.
Marion 1st and 3d Mondays.
Livingston Ist and 3d Mondays.

! Morgan Wed on or before full moon.
McDonough. .. Saturday on or before full moon.

I

Hancock
j

Saturday on or before full moon.
I

Warren '2d and 4th Thursdays

.

iClark Saturday on or before full moon.
I

Madison Ist and 3d Saturdays.
Tazewell

j

1st and 3d Thursdays.
Christian Saturday on or belore full moon.
Washington. . . 1st and 3d Saturdays.
Clark Thurs. on or before full moon.
Union :

Saturday after full moon

.

McLean

.

Mason. .

.

Hamilton
[Kankakee

Rochester . .

.

Peotone
Burlington..
Sagetown

Chicago ....
Minier
Chicago ...
Chicago .. ..

Oblong City
San Jose."

Somonauk .

Edinburg. ..

Camden ., ..

Hinsdale
Irvington . .

.

Friday before full moon.
Ist and 3d Wednesdays.
rhurs, on or before full moon.
Saturday on or before full moon.

Vermilion 1st and 3d Saturdays.
Winnebago . . 2d and 4th Thursdays.
Iroquois Wed on or before lull moon.
Sangamon ....I Wed. on or before full moon.
Will 2d and 4th Saturdays.
Kane 1st and 3d Thursdays.
Henderson Monday on or before full moon

and two weeks after.
Cook 1st and 3d Wednesdays.
Tazewell !

Saturday on or before full moon.
Cook Every Thursday.
Cook Every Wednesday.
Crawford Sat. on or before full moon.
Mason 1st and 3d Thursdays.
DeKalb 1st and 8d Mondays.
Christian Thursday before full moon.
Schuyler Sat. on or before full moon.
DuPage Ist and 8d Thursdays.
Washington. . . 1 1st and 8d Saturdays.



LIST OF LODGES, ETC. CCIII

LIST OF LODGES AND TIME OF MEETING Continued.

Centre Star
\

Col

Polar Star
,

052

Greenview
i

05-

Woodtorrt 1

654

LOCATION.

Yorktown 655

Mozart C56

Lafayette 657

Kock Island. ... 65;

Lambert 659

Grand Chain
i

660

Bethesda
i

661

South Park i 66

Phtnix
I

663

Mayo 66J

Greniiland
j

665

Crawford 666

Erie 66T

Burnt Prairie. .. 668

Herder 669

Fillmore 670

Farina i

671

Eddyville :

672

Normal I

673

Waldeck 1
674

Pawnee 675

A. O. Pay 676

Enlield 677

Mackvi'le .

Mulkeytowu . .

.

Greenview
El Paso
Tampico
Bloomington..

.

Grand Tower .

.

Rocu: Island ...

Qu'ncy
Grand Chain ...

Potosi
Hyde Park
Kingston Mine.
WiuteiTowd .

.

Greeulaml
Annapolis

Sheflield
Illinois City ...

Clement
Morrisonville . .

.

Blue Mound —
Buruside
Galatia
Rio
D. A. Cashman
Orangeville . .

.

Cmton
Advance
Englewood
lola
Raymond
Herrin's Prairie
Centre
ShilohHill
Belle Rive
Richard Cole—
Button
Pleasant Plains.
Temple Hill . . .

.

Alexandria.. .

St. Andrews . ..

Braidwood
Ewing
Joppa
Circle
Lemont
Star
Farmer City. . ..

Providence
(JoUinsville. ...

Johnsonville . ..

Newtown

6'

67il

680

Erie...:
Burnt Prairie.

.

Chicago
Fillmore
Farina
Eddyville
Normal
Chicago
Pawnee
Highland Park
Enfield

Piatt
Franklin
Menard
Woodford
Bureau
McLean
Jackson
Rock Island.

.

Adam'*
Pulaski
McLean
Cook
Peoria
Effingham
FayeiiH
Crawford' ••

Whiteside—
White
Cook
Montgomery
Marion
Pope
McLean
Cook
Sangamon. ..

Lake . .

White.

Sheffield ...

Illinois City
Cleveland

6S1 Morrisonville.

Greene
Bock Island.
Henry
Christian

68-a

683
6S4
685
636
687
688
689
690
691

692
698
694
695
696
697
69:

700
701
70-2

703
704
705
706
707
708
709

;

710
I 711

i

712
713
T14

Blue Mound
Burnside
Galatia
Rio
Chicago
Orangeville .

Clifton
Galva
Englewood
Larkinsburg
Raymond
Herrin's Prairie.
Pana
Shiloh Hill
Belle Rive
Chicago
Hutton
Pleasant Plains .

Temple Hill
Alexandria
Chicago
Braidwood
Ewing
Cowden
Mattoon
Lemont
Hoopeston
Farmer City
Jelferson
CoUinSville
Johnsonville.. ..

Pilot

Macon
Hancock
ISaline
Knox
Cook
Stephenson...
Iroquois
Henry
jCook
'clay
Montgomery ,

Williamson .

.

Christian
I
Randolph . ..

I

Jefferson .. .

.

ICook
jColes
Sangamon. .

.

Pope
Warren
(;ook
Will
Franklin
Shelby
jColes
iCook
i Vermilion ..

iDeWitt.. ..

Cook
I Madison
1Wayne

. IVermilion .,

STATED MEETINGS.

Monday on or before full moon

.

Saturday on or after full moon.
Tues. on or before full moon.
1st Monday.
2d and 4th Saturdays.
2d and 4th Tuesdays.
Thurs. on or before lull moon.
1st and 3d Fridays.
Ist and 3d Tuesdays.
Monday on or before full moon.
Sat. on or before full moon.
1st and 3d Thursdays.
Tuesday on or before full moon.
Sat. on or before full moon.
Friday on or before full moon.
Saturday on or before new and

full moon.
Sat. on or before ful^moon.
1st and 3d Saturdays.
Ist and 3d Mondays.
Monday on or before full moon.
2d and"4th Saturdays.
Saturday on or after full moon.
2d and 4th Mondays.
2d and 4th Mondays.
Tuesday on or before full moon.
1st and 8d Tuesdays.
Sa-turday on or before full moon,
and two weeks thereafter.

Thurs. on or before full moon.
Monday before full moon.
Tuesday on or before full moon.
Sat. onor before lull moon, and
two weeks thereaftei

.

Sat. on or before full moon.
Saturday after full moon.
Saturday aUer full moon.
Wed. on or before full moon.
Every Tuesday.
1st and 8d Thursdays.
Tuesday on or before full moon.
2d and 4th Tuesdays

.

1st and 3d Thursdays.
VVed. on or before full moon.
1st and 3d Thursdays.
Sat. on or after full moon.
2d Wednesday.
Sat. on or before full moon.
Sat. on or before full moon.

j

Every Thursday.
Wed. on or before full moon.
IWed. onor before full moon.
jSat. on or after full moon.
Friday on or before full moon.
list Friday.
[Ist and 3a Thursdays.
:Sat. on or after lull moon.
jWed. on or before full moon.
1st and 8d Wednesdays.
'Every alternate Thur.sday.
'2d and 4th Saturdays.
Monday on or before full moon.
list and 3d Thur.sday.^.
Tuesday on or before full moon.
Ist and 3d Mondays.
l2d and 4th Wt'dnesdays.



CCIV APPENDIX.

LIST OF LODGES AND TIME OF MEETING Continued.

Elvaston —
Calumet —
Lumberman'
May

Chapel Hill.
Varna
Kome
Walnut
Omaha

Chandlerville. ..

Rankin
Golden Rule
Raritan
Waterman
Lake Creek
Eldorado
Harbor

j

Carman. .... i

Gibson
1

Morning Star ..\

Sheridan
(

Dennison 1

Arrowsmith i

Sullivan Centre.
Lakeside '

Grant Park
New Holland ...

Dan vers
Scott Land
Goode •

Winnebago .

Weldon.. J

Centennial I

Alta ...

715
716
717
718

719
72(t

721

722
7^3

724
725
72(>

727
728
729
730
731

732
73.3

734
735
736
737
733
789
74(1

741

742
743
714
745'

746:

747i

7481

STATED MBETING8.

Elvaston iHancock Tuesday on or before full moon.
Blue Island !Cook 1st and 8d Tuesdays.
Chicago iCook Every Thursday.
Norris City White Thurs. on or before full moon,

j

and two weeks thereafter.
Wolf Creek Williamson . . . Ist Saturday.
Varna Marshall 2d and 4th Fridays.
Rome Jefferson Ist and Sd Tuesdays.
Walnut Bureau ilst and 3d Wednesdays.
Omaha Gallatin ! Wed. on or before F.M. and each

alternate Wed thereafter.
Chandlerville Cass 2d and 4th Tuesdays.
Rankin Vermilion ilst and 3d Mondays.
Chicago ICook ilst and 8d Tuesdays.
Raritan . Henderson 2d and 4th Tuesdays.
Waterman DeKalb 1st and 8d Thursdays.
Lake Creek Williamson ... 1st and 8d Saturdays.
Kldorado Saline i2d Saturday.
South Chicago Cook Every Wednesday.
Carman Henderson... Monday on or before full moon.
Gibson Ford 1st and" 3d Wednesdays.
Canton i

Fulton 1st and 3d Tuesdays.
Sheridan LaSalle 2d and 4lh Saturdays.
Dennison iCIark 1st Saturday.
Arrowsmith McLean Sat. on or before full moon.
Sullivan Centre. .. ^ Livingston 2d Saturday.
Chicago Cook Every Monday.
Grant I'ark

i
Kankakee 2d and 4th Saturdays.

Vew Holland
j

Logan Sat. on or before full moon.
Danvers '.McLean (Sat. nearest full moon.
-<cott Land

j

Edgar jSat. on or after full moon.
I'rosperity iFraublin Ist Saturday
Winnebago ! Winnebago '1st and 3d Thursdays.
Weldon.
I'hilo.

iUta. .

DeWitt jSat. on or before lull moon.
Champaign . . . jlst and 8d Wednesdays.
Peoria Thurs. on or before full moon.
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LIST OF REPRESENTATIVES

TO AND FROM OTHER GRAND LODGES.

GRAND LODGE REPRESENTATIVE TO REPRESENTATIVE FROM.

Alabama
Arkansas
British Columbia
California
Canada
Colorado
Connecticut
Delaware
District ot Columbia ...

Florida
Georgia
Indiana
Idaho
Iowa—
Kansas
Kentucky
Louisiana
Manitoba
Maine
Maryland
Michigan
Minnesota ••

Mississippi
Missouri
Montana
Nebraska
New Hampshire
New Jersey
New York
Nevada
North Carolina
Nova Scotia
Ohio
Oregon
Pennsylvania
Quebec
Khode Island
South Carolina
Tennessee
Texas
Utah
Vermont
Vii'ginia
Washington
West Virginia
Wisconsin

Daniel Sayre James A. Hawley.
E. H. English John Bennett.
Simeon Duck Loyal L. Munn.
Alex. G. Abell
Geo. D. McLellan 1

Wiley M.Egan.
Henry M. Teller James A. Hawley.
James S. Gould Dewitt C. Cregier.
Daniel Godwin George E. Lounsbury.
C. f. Stansbury Dewitt C. Cregier.
D . C. Dawkins O H . Miner.
Samuel Lawrence

j

W. J. A. DeLancey.
S. D. Bayless Dewitt C. Cregier.
J.W.Brown John F. Burrill.
Joseph Chapman Joseph Robbins.
John H. Brown.
Thomas J. Pickett.
J. Q. A. Fellows .

.

Samuel L. Bedson.

Harrison Dills.

Ira A. W. Buck.
I A. A. Glenn.
i

Daniel Wadsworth.
John A. Berry

;

D. A. Cashmau.
Henry Chamberlain

j

Dewitt C. Cregier.
A. T. C. Pierson William Lavely.

Dewitt C Cregier.
Martin Collins

,

Jerome R. Gorin.
Cornelius Hedges H. W. Hubbard.
George H. Thrummel JohnM. Palmer.
Horace Chase
Thomas J. Corson Ira A. W. Buck.
James E.Morrison W.B.Allea.
Robert W. Bollen John C. Smith.
D. W. Bain i

J. Schofleld '

O. H.Miner.
B.Jennings O. H.Miner.
Richard Vaux John M. Pearson.
G. H. Borlack Ira A. W. Buck
Thomas A. Doyle James A. Hawley.
A. G. Mackey
J. Frizzell
Philip C. Tucker
James Lowe :

Asa W. Blakealey.
J. B. Holleiibeck.
John Dove

H. R. Howard
John W. WoodhuU.

Ira A. VV. Bucto.

James Lowe.

G. W. Barnard.



\

PERMANENT MEMBERS. CCVII

PERMANENT MEMBERS.

M. W. Bro. Levi Litsk, P. G. M., Rushville No. 9.

M. W. Bro. William Lavely, P. G. M., Springfield No. 4.

M. W. Bro. Harrison Dills, P. G. M., Bodley No. i.

M. W. Bro. Ira A. W. Buck, P. G. M. Jerusalem Temple No. 90.

M. W. Bro. Jerome R. Gorin, P. G. M., Macon No. 8.

M. W. Bro. Dewilt C. Cregier, P. G. M., Blaney No. 271.

M. W. Bro. James A. Hawley, P. G. M., Friendship No. 7.

M. W. Bro. George E. Lounsbury, P. G. M., Cairo No, 237.

M. W. Bro. Joseph Roljbins, G. M., Quincy No. 296.

R. W. Bro. Edward R. Roe, P. D. G. M., Wade-Barney No. 512.

R. W. Bro. Ben. L. Wiley, P. D. G. M., Makanda No. 434.

R. W. Bro. James H. Matheny, P D. G. M., Springfield No. 4.

R. W. Bro. John C. Baker, P. D. G. M., Waukegan No. 78.

R. W. Bro. Nathan \\. Huntley, P. D. G. M., Hesperia No. 411.

R. W. Bro. Charles Fisher, P. D. G. M., Central No. 71.

R. W. Bro. Isaac R. Diller, P. S. G. W., Central No. 71.

R. W. Bro. Andrew J. Kuykendall, P. S. G. W., Vienna No. 150.

R. W. Bro. Asa W. Blakesley, P. S. G. W., Bodley No. i.

R. W. Bro. Edwin F. Babcock, P. S. G. W., Summerfield No. 342.

R. W. Bro. Carleton Drake, P. J. G. W., Landmark No. 422.

R. W. Bro. William H. Turner, P. J. G. W, Oriental No. 3^.

R. W. Bro. Elijah M. Haines, P. J. G. W., Waukegan No. 78.

R. W. Bro. Horace Hayward, P. J. G. W., Olney No. 140.

R. W. Bro. W. J. A. DeLancey, D. G. M., Centralia No. 201.

R. W. Bro. Henry E. Hamilton, S. G. W., Lincoln Park No. 611.

R. W, Bro. W. H. Scott, J. G. W., Metropolis No. 91.
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GRAND MASTERS AND GRAND SECRETARIES

OF THE GRAND LODGE OF ILLINOIS, FROM ITS ORGANIZATION.

Ha3.

1840
1841
1842
1843
1844
1S45
1846
1S4T
1848
1849
ISoO
1851
1853
1853
1854
185:
1356
1857
1858
1859
1S60
18«l
1Sfj2

1868
1864
1805
1866
1867
1868
1809
1870
1871
1872
1873
1874
1875
1876

GRAND MASTERS. GRAND SECRBTABTBS.

Abraham Jonas • Wm. B. Warren.

Meredith Helm
Alexander Dimlap.,
Levi Lusk
William F. Walker.
Nelson D. Morse . ..

William Lavely ...

Levi Lusk.

William Mitchell.

William C. Hobbs " "

C G. Y. Taylor Wm. B Warren.
Thomas J Pickett Harnnan G. Reynolds.
Eli B. Ames
Wm B . Warren
James L. Anderson .

.

William B Herrick
James H. Hibbard
Harrison Dills

IrnA. W. Buck

Fergus M. Blair ...

Thomas J. Turner.

H. P. H Bromwell
Jerome R. Gorin—
Harman G. Reynolds Orlin H. Miner.

Dewitt C. Cregier '| '|

James A. Hawley

George E. Lounsbury

Joseph Bobbins

John F. Burrill.
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INDEX

ADDRESS—
Of Acting Grand Master 12

Referred IT

Committee on 5

Report on 88, 55

APPOINTMENTS—
Of Committees 4, 85

Of Grand Officers 84

ALTA LODGE—Chartered 19

ARROWSMITH LODGE—Chartered 19

AMENDMENTS TO BY-LAWS—
Action on 29

Proposed 26, 5T, 61, 65, 78

List of cLvn

AUDITING COMMITTEE—
Appointment of 4,85
Report of 57

APPEALS AND GRIEVANCES—
Committee on, appointed 4, 85

Report of 84

AVISE, W. BRO.—Resolution by 60

ALABAMA—Grand Lodge of ii

ARKANSAS—Grand Lodge of iv

BLACKHAWK LODGE No. 288-S, F. Clappvs 86

BARKER, L. C—Restoration of 64

BOWEN LODGE No. 486—Petition of, for restoration of John S. Dee 54

BENADICT, A. C—Petition for restoration of 55

BRITISH COLUMBIA—Grand Lodge of Vi, vn
COURTLAND LODGE No. 301—Petition to change the name of 27
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ERRATA.

Page 17, last line of Acting Grand Master's Address, for "humanity," read

humility.

Page crv, for District Deputy Grand Master nth District, read F. G. Welton,

Cambridge, Henry Co., instead of "H. C. Cleveland, Rock Island, R. I. Co."
















